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Preface 


Merriam-Webster’s Advanced Learner's English 
Dictionary is not only an entirely new dictionary 
created by the editorial staff of America’s oldest 
dictionary publisher; it also marks the beginning 
of a new kind of publishing for this company. 
Over the past 160 years, Merriam-Webster has 
produced hundreds of dictionaries and other ref¬ 
erence books, and many of those books have been 
useful to learners of English as a second or foreign 
language, but this dictionary is the first one that 
we have produced specifically to meet the needs 
of those learners. The creation of this dictionary 
reflects the reality that English has become an in¬ 
ternational language, and that American English, 
in particular, is now being used and studied every 
day by millions of people around the world. We 
believe that we have a unique opportunity to help 
students of English—in the U.S. and elsewhere— 
to understand our language and to use it more 
clearly and effectively. 

This dictionary provides coverage of both 
American and British English. Its coverage of 
British English is current and comprehensive. Its 
coverage of American English is, we believe, un¬ 
paralleled. The thousands of entries, senses, 
phrases, forms, and examples that are labeled US 
in this dictionary will provide learners with a 
clearer and more precise description of idiomatic 
American usage than has ever before been avail¬ 
able in a dictionary of this kind. 

The approximately 100,000 entries in this dictio¬ 
nary include a broad selection of words from all 
major areas of interest, including popular culture, 
business, sports, science, and technology, among 
others. Our main focus in choosing entries has 
been to include the language that people are most 
likely to need and encounter in their daily lives. 
The evidence used to make decisions about which 
words and senses to include was drawn, first of all, 
from our continually growing database of citation 
text, now numbering more than 100 million 
words. That evidence was augmented in essential 
ways by the resources that are available to us over 
the Internet, and in particular by the enormous 
databases of Lexis-Nexis, which provided editors 
with ready access to vast amounts of material 
from both American and British sources. Not so 
long ago dictionary editors had to rely entirely on 
evidence that had been painstakingly collected 
over a period of years by a program of reading. 
That program continues at Merriam-Webster, 
providing the basis of our citation database, and 
we continue to find great value in the traditional 
methods of evidence-gathering, but we also have 
fully embraced the power of the electronic tools 


that have become available in recent decades. The 
use of computers now makes it possible for dictio¬ 
nary editors to examine and describe language at 
a level of detail that was never before imaginable. 

The definitions in this dictionary are written in 
simple language. In many cases, a single use of a 
word will be given more than one definition. Very 
often a word will be defined by a quite simple def¬ 
inition, followed by a definition that is perhaps 
somewhat less simple or that shows how the de¬ 
fined word is related to another word. For exam¬ 
ple, the verb pioneer is defined both as “to help 
create or develop (new ideas, methods, etc.)” and 
as “to be a pioneer in the development of (some¬ 
thing).” The first definition can certainly stand 
alone, but the second definition enhances it by 
underscoring the close connection between the 
verb pioneer and the noun pioneer —a connection 
that native speakers are unconsciously aware of, 
but that learners may not sense so strongly. The 
inclusion of multiple definitions thus helps learn¬ 
ers both to expand their vocabularies and to gain 
a fuller picture of a word’s meaning by approach¬ 
ing it from a slightly different direction. Notes of 
various kinds are also used abundantly through¬ 
out the dictionary to clarify and emphasize as¬ 
pects of usage that cannot be easily captured or 
expressed in a definition. 

True fluency in any language, of course, is not 
acquired by memorizing dictionary definitions, 
but by hearing and seeing how words are used in 
combination with each other to express meaning. 
In writing this book we have devoted a great deal 
of care and attention to creating simple and accu¬ 
rate definitions, but our feeling throughout has 
been that the real heart of the dictionary is its ex¬ 
amples. We know from experience that dictionary 
users, whether native speakers or learners, want 
more examples. They want examples for common 
words, and they want examples for difficult 
words. Although not every entry in this dictionary 
includes an example—there is usually very little 
value in providing an example for, say, a noun 
like microchip or monoplane —the great majority 
of the entries do, and a large percentage of them 
include more than one. There are more than 
160,000 usage examples in this dictionary. A few 
of them are quotations taken from well-known 
works of American and British literature, but 
most are made-up examples, based on evidence of 
real English, that have been carefully written to 
show words being used in appropriate contexts 
which accurately reflect their uses in actual 
speech and writing. 

A large number of the examples in this dictio- 
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nary do not simply illustrate usage, they also ex¬ 
plain it and expand upon it in other ways. Many 
examples include synonymous words or phrases 
shown within brackets, thus allowing the reader 
either to learn a new word or to have the connec¬ 
tion between the meanings of words reinforced. 
Examples also often include glosses, so that phras¬ 
es and compound terms whose meanings are not 
obvious can be explained clearly and simply. And 
we have very frequently explained the meaning of 
entire phrases and sentences by restating them 
with other, simpler words. Many examples also 
show how the same word can be used in slightly 
different ways—or how related words can be used 
in different ways—to say the same thing. We be¬ 
lieve that such examples are of great value to the 
learner; they are the next best thing to having a 
native speaker available by your side to help clar¬ 
ify what you are seeing and hearing. 

Any comprehensive dictionary contains an 
enormous amount of information, and dictionary 
editors have typically been required to use a vari¬ 
ety of abbreviations and other shortcuts to fit all 
that information into the limited space available 
between the covers of a book. Two of our main 
goals in creating the entries for this dictionary 
were to keep the use of such shortcuts to a mini¬ 
mum and to employ conventions that are readily 
understandable. We set out to create a dictionary 
that could be easily used without frequent refer¬ 
ence to explanatory materials. To achieve that, we 
have minimized the use of abbreviations and sym¬ 
bols (although we were not able to eliminate them 
entirely) and we have tried to use labels and notes 
whose meanings are immediately clear. We have 
also made every effort to organize entries in a way 
that allows users to find the information they 
want quickly. The most obvious convention we 
have adopted for this purpose is the use of blue 
text for examples. The blue text not only high¬ 
lights the examples, it also makes it much easier 
to identify the other elements of an entry—the 
definitions, usages notes, and so on—and to navi¬ 
gate through long entries to find the particular in¬ 
formation that you need. 

It can sometimes be easy to forget that a large 
dictionary like this one has to be written word by 
word and line by line. Each definition, each exam¬ 
ple, each note that appears in this dictionary is the 
product of careful and strenuous thought by at 
least one person, and often by many people, since 
the nature of the writing and editing process is 
such that multiple stages of review are required 
before the work is truly finished. The names of 
the many people who worked on this book are 
listed in the following paragraphs. 

The length of this project has meant that some 
of the people who were with us when it began had 
moved on to other parts of their lives by the time 
it ended. The Merriam-Webster editors credited 
here include both current and former staff mem¬ 
bers. Former Director of Defining E. Ward Gil¬ 
man and former Editor in Chief Frederick C. 
Mish, both now retired, provided helpful sugges¬ 
tions when the project was in its initial planning 
stages, as did consultant Robert Ilson. President 


and Publisher John M. Morse was also involved in 
the initial planning of the project and provided 
support and encouragement throughout it. 

The editors who had the first crack at creating 
entries included, in no particular order, Karen L. 
Wilkinson, Susan L. Brady, Thomas F. Pitoniak, 
Kathleen M. Doherty, Emily A. Brewster, G. 
James Kossuth, Emily B. Arsenault, Penny L. 
Couillard-Dix, Emily A. Vezina, Benjamin T. Kor- 
zec, Ilya A. Davidovich, Judy Yeh, Rose Martino 
Bigelow, Kory L. Stamper, Peter A. Sokolowski, 
Neil S. Serven, Deanna Stathis, Anne Eason, 
Joanne M. Despres, Rebecca Bryer-Charette, and 
myself. Dr. Ilson undertook a complete review of 
the work that was done at that early stage, and he 
made many valuable corrections and additions. 
He was particularly helpful in providing good ex¬ 
amples and in augmenting our coverage of British 
English by identifying distinctions (often very 
subtle ones) between American and British usage. 

The pronunciations throughout the dictionary 
were provided by Joshua S. Guenter. The essential 
task of checking and re-checking cross-references 
was handled by Maria Sansalone, Donna L. Rick- 
erby, and Adrienne M. Scholz. The work of copy¬ 
editing the entries that had been created by the 
definers was done by editors Wilkinson, Brady, 
Brewster, Couillard-Dix, Korzec, Yeh, Stamper, 
Sokolowski, Serven, Eason, Despres, Bryer- 
Charette, and me. The complexity of this project 
was such that an additional reviewing stage was 
added following copyediting. That work was done 
by editors Bryer-Charette, Korzec, Brewster, 
Stamper, Brady, Couillard-Dix, Wilkinson, and 
Madeline L. Novak. The responsibility for final 
review of the manuscript fell to me. 

The proofreading of the galleys and page proofs 
was done by many of the editors mentioned above 
and by Anne P. Bello and Paul S. Wood. The pri¬ 
mary proofreader for the in-house keying of revi¬ 
sions was Kathleen M. Doherty. Specialized edit¬ 
ing assistance was provided by editors Wood and 
Doherty. Most of the illustrations that appear 
throughout were newly created for this book. The 
new black-and-white illustrations were drawn by 
Tim Phelps of Johns Hopkins Univ., and the color 
illustrations were researched and drawn by 
Merriam-Webster editor Diane Caswell Christian. 
Mark A. Stevens oversaw the creation of the new 
illustrations and planned the black-and-white il¬ 
lustrations along with Lynn Stowe Tomb, who also 
coordinated work with Mr. Phelps and converted 
the drawings to electronic form for typesetting. 
Freelancer Loree Hany and editors Jennifer N. 
Cislo and Joan I. Narmontas assisted in art re¬ 
search. The selection of the 3,000 entry words that 
are highlighted as being most important for learn¬ 
ers to know was based in large part on initial rec¬ 
ommendations provided by James G. Lowe and 
Madeline L. Novak. Additional research was car¬ 
ried out and final selections were made by John 
M. Morse. The Geographical Names section was 
prepared by Daniel J. Hopkins. The other back 
matter sections were prepared by Mark A. 
Stevens, C. Roger Davis, and outside contributor 
Orin Hargraves. Robert D. Copeland arranged for 
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Content Data Solutions, Inc., to convert the dic¬ 
tionary data files to a suitable format before type¬ 
setting them. The converted files were checked by 
Donna L. Rickerby. Daniel B. Brandon keyed re¬ 
visions into the converted data files and contrib¬ 
uted other technical help. Thomas F. Pitoniak di¬ 
rected the book through its typesetting stages. 
Project coordination and scheduling were han¬ 
dled by Madeline L. Novak, who was also chiefly 
responsible for the book’s typography and page 
design. 

Our notions about what this book could and 
should be continued to develop as we progressed 
through the different stages of editing, and many 
of the people named above made useful sugges¬ 
tions that led to changes, both minor and major, 
in the book’s style and content. Further changes 
were implemented thanks to comments and sug¬ 
gestions from a group of consultants who re¬ 
viewed a selection of entries at a fairly late stage 
in the project. We gratefully acknowledge the im¬ 
portant contributions of those consultants, whose 
names are listed below. 

We want first of all to express our thanks to 
Jerome C. Su, President of the Taiwan Association 
of Translation and Interpretation and Chair of 
Bookman Books, Taiwan, China, for all of his ad¬ 
vice and good suggestions at the reviewing stage 
and throughout the project. Our other consult¬ 


ants, all of whom provided us with carefully con¬ 
sidered and valuable feedback, were Virginia G. 
Allen, author and educator, Ohio State Univ.; 
James H. Miller, ESL teacher; Elizabeth Nier- 
garth, ESL instructor/consultant, Harvard Univ.; 
Susan Despres Prior, ESL teacher; Caroline Wil¬ 
cox Reul, lexicographer and ESL teacher; Maggie 
Sokolik, Director, Technical Communication Pro¬ 
gram, College of Engineering, Univ. of California, 
Berkeley; Yukio Takahashi, English teacher, Sen¬ 
dai Shirayuri Gakuen High School, Sendai, Japan; 
Gregory Trzebiatowski, Headmaster, Thomas Jef¬ 
ferson School, Concepcion, Chile (and his stu¬ 
dents Felipe Opazo, Paula Reyes, and Carolina 
Sanhueza); and Rob Waring, author and educator, 
Notre Dame Seishin Univ., Okayama, Japan. 

All of the editors who worked on this book have 
of course had the experience of studying a foreign 
language, with varying degrees of success. This 
project has given us renewed opportunities to un¬ 
derstand what it is like to approach English—with 
all its complexities, subtleties, and apparent 
inconsistencies—as a learner rather than as a na¬ 
tive speaker, and that experience has reminded us 
again of just how challenging the task of learning 
a new language truly is. We hope and believe that 
Merriam-Webster's Advanced Learner’s English 
Dictionary is a resource that will make that task 
easier for students of English. 


Stephen J. Perrault 
Editor 
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Entries 

The entries in the dictionary are arranged in alphabetical order according to 
their headwords. 


Headwords are the boldface words 
at the beginning of an entry. 


bane /'bein/ noun [ singular ] : a cause of trouble, annoyance, 
or unhappiness — usually used in the phrase the bane of • 
The ugly school uniforms were the bane of the students’ 
lives. ■ She was the bane of my existence. (=she made my life 
very unhappy, difficult, etc.] 


Dots within headwords show the — 
places where you can break a word 
and add a hyphen if all of it will not 
fit at the end of a line of print or 
writing. 


gar>gan«tuan /gcuj'gaentfawan/ adj [more most ~]: very 

large in size or amount : gigantic ■ a creature of gaigantu- 
an proportions • a gargantuan appetite 


A blue underline highlights the -- 

headwords of 3,000 basic English 
words selected by Merriam-Webster 
editors as being the most important 
for learners to know. 


achieve /a‘tfi:v/ verb achieves; achieved; achieving 

1 [+ obj] : to get or reach (something) by working hard • This 
year, our company was able to achieve [= accomplish, attain\ 
all of its production goals. ■ He worked hard and achieved 
success. l=became successful] 


You will sometimes find two or more headwords that are spelled exactly alike and that 
have small numbers attached to them. These entries are called homographs. 


Homographs often are related - 

words that have different parts of 
speech. For example, the noun lecture 
and the verb lecture are entered in this 
dictionary as separate homographs. 


1 lecdure /'lektfa 1 / noun, pi -tures [count] 

1 : a talk or speech given to a group of people to teach them 
about a particular subject ■ a lecture about/on politics ■ She’s 
planning to give/deliver a series of lectures on modem art. ■ 
Several hundred people are expected to attend the lecture. 

2 : a talk that criticizes someone’s behavior in an angry or 
serious way • I came home late and got a lecture from my 
parents. ■ I gave her a lecture about doing better in school. 

2 lecture verb -tures; -tured; -tuning 

1 [no obj\ : to give a talk or a series of talks to a group of peo¬ 
ple to teach them about a particular subject ■ She lectures (to 
undergraduates) on modern art at the local college. ■ She lec¬ 
tures in art at the local college. 

2 [+ obj] : to talk to (someone) in an angry or serious way ■ 
They lectured their children about/on the importance of 
honesty. ■! lectured her about doing better in school. 


Some homographs are words that- 

are spelled the same way but are 
not related at all. For example, there 
are two different nouns in English 
that are spelled calf. Those two nouns 
are not related to each other and 
are treated as separate entries in this 
dictionary. 


1 calf /'kfef. Brit 'ku:f/ noun, pi calves /'kievz, Brit 'ku:vz/ 
[count] 

1 : a very young cow 

2 : the young of various other large animals (such as the ele¬ 
phant or whale) 

- compare Z CALF 

2 calf noun, pi calves [count] : the muscular back part of the 
leg below the knee — see picture at human — compare 
‘calf 
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Idioms and phrasal verbs are - 

shown in alphabetical order at 
the end of the entry that they 
relate to. 


pave /'peiv/ verb paves; paved; pav-ing [+ obj]: to cover 
(something) with a material (such as stone, tar, or concrete) 
that forms a hard, level surface for walking, driving, etc. • 
The crew was paving the road. • Some of the roads were 
paved over. ■ The driveway is paved With concrete. ■ a paved 
highway/road ■ ft was said that this cotintfy was so rich, the 
streets were paved with/in gold. 

pave over [phrasal verb ] pave over (something) or pave 
(something) over disapproving : to cover (an area) with 
roads, parking lots, buildings, etc. • All this beautiful farm¬ 
land will be paved over. 

pave the way for (something or someone) : to make it 
easier for something to happen or for someone to do some¬ 
thing ■ The discovery paves the way for the development of 
effective new treatments. 


Some words are shown without - 

definitions at the very end of an 
entry. The meaning of these words 
can be understood when you know 
the meaning of the main entry word 
that they are related to. For example, 
when a word ends in a suffix like 
-ly or -ness, you can understand the 
word’s meaning by combining the 
meaning of the base word (the main 
entry) and the meaning of the suffix. 


con.cise /kan'sats/ adj [more most ~] : using few words 
: not including extra or unnecessary information ■ a clear 
and concise account of the accident ■ a concise summary ■ a 
concise definition 

- con*cise-ly adv - con-cise-ness noun [noncount] 


Pronunciations 

The pronunciations in this dictionary are written using the International Phonetic 
Alphabet (IPA). The symbols used are listed in a chart on page 22a. 


Pronunciations are shown - 

between a pair of slashes / / 
following the entry word. Only 
one pronunciation is given for 
most words. This is the most 
commonly used pronunciation. 


fal-la-ciOUS /fs'leijas/ adj [more most ~] formal : con¬ 
taining a mistake : not true or accurate • a fallacious [=fnlse] 
set of assumptions ■ fallacious [=misleading] arguments 

-fal-la-cious-ly adv -fal-la-cious-ness noun [non¬ 
count] 


Additional pronunciations apri‘COt Avpr.i.kut. 'eipr 3 ,ka:t/ noun, pi -cots [count] : a 

are shown when the word can small orange-colored fruit that is related to the peach and 

be pronounced in different P lum — see color picture on page C5 

ways that are equally common. 


Pronunciations are not shown at — 
every entry. If homographs have 
the same pronunciation, the 
pronunciation is written only at the 
first homograph (as the entries 
above for calf show). If the 
homographs are pronounced 
differently, a pronunciation is 
written at each homograph. 


Pres-ent /‘prezot/ noun, pi -ents [count] : something that 
you give to someone especially as a way of showing affection 
or thanks : gift ■ a birthday/Christmas/anniversary/wed- 
ding present • Here's a present for you from John. • I gave/got 
her a book as a present. ■ Did you wrap the presents') 
— compare 4 present 

2 pre»sent /pri'zent/ verb -sents; -sent-ed; -sending 

i [+ obj\ : to give something to someone in a formal way or 
in a ceremony ■ He presented the queen with a diamond 
necklace. ■ He was presented with a medal at the ceremony. ■ 
She presented a check for $5.fXK) to the charity. 
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Pronunciations are not usually - 

shown for entries like gag order that 
are compounds of two or more words 
which have their own entries. 


Pronunciations are not shown for — 
most undefined words that end in a 
common suffix, such as -ly or -ness. 
Pronunciations are also not shown for 
the plurals of nouns, the past tenses 
of verbs, etc., if they are formed in a 
regular way. 


When only the last part of a - 

pronunciation is shown, the 
missing part can be found in a full 
pronunciation shown earlier in that 
same entry. In this example, only 
the last syllable is shown for the 
pronunciation of the plural formulae. 
The pronunciation of the first two 
syllables of formulae is the same as 
the pronunciation of the first two 
syllables of the singular formula. 


gag order noun, pi ~ -ders [count] chiefly US, law : an or- 
der by a judge or court saying that the people involved in a 
legal case cannot talk about the case or anything related to it 
in public ■ The judge has issued a gag order. — called also 
(Brit) gagging order 


bar-ba*rOUS /'baa'baras/ adj [more most —] 

1 : not polite or proper : very rude or offensive • His behav¬ 
ior was barbarous. ■ They used barbarous language. 

2 : very cruel and violent ■ It was a barbarous [-barbaric] 
crime. • a barbarous custom 

- bar-ba-rous-ly adv - bar-ba-rous*ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

'gab /'g£eb/ verb gabs; gabbed; gab'bing [no obj\ informal 
: to talk a lot in an informal way usually about things that 
are not important or serious ■ They stayed up late gabbing 
(away) on the phone. ■ gabbing about the weather 

— gab-ber noun, pi -bers [count] ■ talk radio gabbers 


for«mu«la /'foamjala/ noun, pi -las also -lae /-|li:/ 


Most of the pronunciations in this dictionary should be considered standard American 
pronunciations, showing how words are typically pronounced in many parts of the United 
States. For some words, a British pronunciation is also provided. 


British pronunciations are shown — 
when the most common British 
pronunciation is very different from 
the American pronunciation. 


flask /Mkt-'sk. Brit 'flu:sk/ noun, pi flasks [count] 

1 : a container that is shaped like a flattened bottle and that 
is used to carry alcohol • a flask of whiskey — called also hip 
flask 

2 : a glass bottle used in scientific laboratories 

3 Brit : thermos 


Spelling 

Some words can be spelled in different ways. These additional spellings are called variants 
and are entered after the main entry words and after either or or also. 


The word or is used when the — 
variant is as common as the main 
entry word. 


han-kie or han-ky /'luunki/ noun, pi -kies [count] informal 
: HANDKERCHIEF 

’sa-vor (US) or Brit sa-VOur /'selva-/ noun, pi -vors formal 

1 [count] : a good taste or smell — usually singular ■ She en¬ 
joys the savor of a baking pie. ■ There was a savor to the dish 
that! couldn't identify. • a savor of mint • an earthy savor 

2 [noncount] literary : the quality that makes something in¬ 
teresting or enjoyable • Without her love, life has lost its sa¬ 
vor for me. 


The word a/so is used when the - 

variant is less common than the main 
entry word. 


Ha*nuk*kah also Cha*nu-kah /'hu.-naka/ noun, pi -kahs 
[count, noncount] : an eight-day Jewish holiday that is cele¬ 
brated in November or December 
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A label in parentheses ( ) after a- 

headword tells you where that spelling 
is used. The example shown here 
indicates that the spelling ampule 
is used in U.S. English. Notice that 
the spelling ampoule does not have 
a US or Brit label. This means that it 
is common in both U.S. and British 
English. 


am*pule ( US) or am-poule /'Eem,pju:l/ noun, pi -pules or 
-poules [count] : a small glass container used to hold a fluid 
that is injected into someone through a needle 


The word chiefly is used to tell — 
you that a word or variant is very 
common in a specified country or 
region but that it is also sometimes 
used in other countries or regions. 
The example shown here indicates 
that the British spellings grey and 
greyish are also sometimes used in 
U.S. English. 


gray (( IS) or chiefly Brit grey noun, pi grays 

1 [count, noncount\ : a color that is between black and white 
: a color that is like the color of smoke ■ wearing gray ■ 
shades of gray — see color picture on page Cl 

2 [count\ : something (such as an animal) that is gray 
— grayish (US) or chiefly Brit greydsh /'grejiJV aflj 


Definitions 

The definitions in this dictionary are written in simple and clear language. If you are 
unsure about the meaning of a word that is used in a definition, you can look that word 
up at its own entry in the dictionary and find its meaning explained there. 


Most definitions begin with a 
boldface colon. 


gait /‘geit/ noun, pi gaits {count] : a particular way of walk¬ 
ing ■ He has an awkward gait. ■ an easy/unsteady gait 


Some definitions are written as — 
notes that describe how a word or 
phrase is used. Those definitions 
begin with a dash. 


L 


earliest noun 

at the earliest — used to indicate the earliest possible time 
when something will happen or be done ■ The job will not 
be finished until next year at the (very) earliest. [=it will not 
be finished before next year] — compare LATEST 


Some definitions are written as 
complete sentences and begin 
with the symbol. 


1 gorge /'goatfe/ noun, pi gorg-es [count] 

1 : a deep, narrow area between hills or mountains 

2 -y- If your gorge rises you feel sick, disgusted, or angry. • 
My gorge rises [=1 feel very angryj when I think of children 
living in such bad conditions. ■ a disgusting odor that made 
my gorge rise [=made me feel like vomiting] 


Synonyms and Antonyms 

Synonyms are words that have the -. sea-far-er /'si:,fern/ noun, pi -ers [count] old-fashioned 

same meaning. A word that is shown : someone who works or travels on a boat or ship on the sea 

in small capital letters in a definition ’ SAILOR 

is a synonym of the word that is being 

defined. The example shown here 

indicates that the word seafarer has 

the same meaning as sailor. 


For some words, the only definition- 1 dust-cart /'dAst.kaat/ noun, pi -carts [count] Brit : gar- 

shown is a synonym. You can read a BAGE truck 

full definition by looking at the entry 
for the synonym. 
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The synonyms of an entry are 
often shown at the end of the entry 
or sense in a called also note. 


garbage truck noun, pi ~ trucks [count] US : a truck 
used to take away garbage that people put outside their 
houses, buildings, etc., in bags or cans — called also (Brit) 
dustcart', see picture at truck 


Synonyms are also frequently 
shown in square brackets within 
examples. 



ranvbunC'tiOUS /rzem'bftokj'as/ adj [more —; most —] US 
: uncontrolled in a way that is playful or full of energy ■ a 
class full of rambunctious [-boisterous . (Brit) rumbustious] 
children • a rambunctious crowd/audience 


Antonyms are words that have 
opposite meanings. When a word 
has an antonym, it is shown at the 
end of the entry or sense. 


op-thmist /'a:pt3mist/ noun, pi -mists [count] : a person 
who usually expects good things to happen ■ You have to be 
a bit of an optimist to start a business. ■ Somehow he re¬ 
mained an optimist despite all that had happened to him. 
— opposite PESSIMIST 


Examples 

Examples of how a word is used 
are provided at most of the 
entries and are printed in blue. 


flustered adj [more most ~] : upset or nervous ■ She 
seemed flustered when he asked about her past. • Don’t do 
anything to get him flustered. • He was too flustered to speak. 


Some examples have explanations 
that are given in square brackets. 



gadore /ga'loay adj, always used after a noun, informal : in 
large numbers or amounts ■ The store promises bargains ga¬ 
lore [=promises that there will be many bargains] during its 
weekend sale. 


Some examples show different 
ways of saying the same thing. 


2 game adj gam-er; -est 

1 : willing or ready to do something ■ "Do you feel like going 
to the movies tonight?" "Sure, I’m game." • They were game 
for anything. = They were game to try anything. 


Many common phrases are 
highlighted in examples and 
are sometimes followed by 
explanations. 


be»hav«ior (US) or Brit be»hav*iour /bi'heivja/ noun, pi 
-iors 

1 : the way a person or animal acts or behaves (noncount] 
I’m surprised by her bad behavior toward her friends. ■ Stu¬ 
dents will be rewarded for good behavior. ■ scientists study¬ 
ing the behavior of elephants ■ normal adolescent behavior • 
criminal behavior • an interesting pattern of behavior = an in¬ 
teresting behavior pattern • The children were all on their 
best behavior [=were all behaving very well and politely] at 
the museum. ■ Inmates may be released from prison early for 
good behavior. [=because they have followed prison rules 
and have not caused problems] 


Examples that show collocations 
and other common word groups 
are introduced by a brief note. 


in-struct /in'stnvkt/ verb -structs; -struct-ed; -struct- 

ing [+ obj] formal 

1 : to teach (someone) a subject, skill, etc. — usually + in or 
on • His friend instructed him in English. ■ Many doctors are 
instructing their patients on the importance of exercise. ■ She 
instructed us on how to interpret the text. 

2 a : to give (someone) an order or command ■ She instruct¬ 
ed us that we were to remain in our seats. — usually fol¬ 
lowed by to + verb ■ She instructed us to remain in our seats. 
— often used as (be) instructed ■ We were instructed to re¬ 
main in our seats, b law : to give an order or an explana¬ 
tion of a law to (a jury) ■ The judge instructed the jury that 
they should disregard the testimony of the last witness. 

3 Brit : to hire (a lawyer) to represent you in a legal case ■ 
She advised him to instruct a solicitor. 
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Words that are shown in - 

parentheses in an example are 
optional words, which means that 
they can be included or omitted 
without changing the basic meaning 
of the example. 


2 hiss verb hisses; hissed; hlss-lng 

1 [no obj\ : to produce a sound like a long “s” : to make a 
hiss ■ The radiator hissed as it let off steam. • a hissing noise 

2 : to show that you dislike or disapprove of someone (such 
as a performer or speaker) by making a hiss [no obj\ The au¬ 
dience booed and hissed (at him) when he came op stage. [+ 
obj\ The audience hissed him off the stage. 

3 [+ obj\ : to say (something) in a loud or angry whisper • 
"Leave me alone!” he hissed. 


A slash / is used between words in- 
an example or phrase when either 
of the words can be used in the 
same place in that example or 
phrase. Words separated by slashes 
in examples do not always have 
the same meaning. 


cat-nap /'kjet,n£ep/ noun, pi -naps [count] : a short period 
of sleep : a brief nap ■ He took/had a catnap. 

- cat-nap verb -naps; -napped; -nap-ping [no obj\ • She 
closed her eyes to catnap while her friend drove the car. 

flu-o-res-cent /fiu'rEsnt/ adj 

1 : producing light when electricity flows through a tube 
that is filled with a type of gas ■ a fluorescent light/lamp 

2 : very bright • fluorescent colors/clothing • fluorescent tape/ 
paint 


Forms and Tenses 


When a noun, verb, adjective, or adverb has different forms or tenses, those forms or 
tenses are shown in boldface at the beginning of the entry immediately after the label 
noun, verb, adj, or adv. 


A noun’s plural form is shown when — 
one or more of its senses can be 
plural. The abbreviation pi is used to 
mean plural. Often just the last part of 
the plural form is shown. 


ho.tel /hou'tel/ noun, pi -tels [count] : a place that has 
rooms in which people can stay especially when they are 
traveling : a place that provides food, lodging, and other ser¬ 
vices for paying guests • check into a hotel • check out of a 
hotel 

ho-tel-i-er /hou’telja*/ noun, pi -iers [count] : a person who 
owns or operates a hotel 


When the plural form of a - flower bed noun, pi ~ beds [count] : an area where flow- 

compound noun is shown, a special ers are planted 

symbol ~ is used to represent the 
first word or words of the noun. In the 
example shown here, the plural form 
of the noun flower bed is flower beds. 

All verb entries show these three - 

forms; the present third-person 
singular form, the past tense, and the 
present participle. [See pages 1936-38 
for grammar help on verb tenses.] In 
many cases, only the last parts of the 
forms are shown. 

When the past participle and the - '' drive /’draiv/ verb drives; drove /'drouv/; driv-en 

past tense of a verb are different, /'dnvan/; driv-lng 

the past participle is also shown after 
the past tense. 


■ — 1 blink /'blujk/ verb blinks; blinked: blink-ing 

— ga-lumph /ga'lAmf/ verb -lumphs: -lumphed; -lumph- 

_ ing [no obj ] informal : to move in a loud and clumsy way • 1 

could hear him galumphing around in the attic. 
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Some adjectives and adverbs have- 1 short /"joa-t/ adj short-er; -est 

comparative and superlative forms 
which are shown in boldface at the 
beginning of the entry. These forms 
are often created by adding -er or -est 
to the main entry word. The entry for 
short indicates that the comparative 
form is shorter and the superlative 
form is shortest. [See also Grammatical 
Labels (below) for more information 
about the treatment of comparative 
and superlative forms.] 

Sometimes the comparative and —■- 1 good /'god/ adi bet-ter /‘beta*/; best /’best/ 

superlative forms are very different 
from the main entry word. 

When an entry has both an - 1 har-bor (US) or Brit har*bour /■hoaba-/ noun, pi -bors 

American and a British spelling, the [count] 

forms and tenses are shown only for 
the American spelling in order to save 
space. For example, the entry for harbor 
shows only the American plural harbors. 

If you are using the British spelling, of 
course, the plural should be harbours. 

Grammatical Labels 

In addition to having a part of speech label, such as noun, verb, or adj, many entries 
include one or more grammatical labels which are shown in square brackets and which 
tell you the different forms or uses of a particular noun, verb, adjective, etc. When these 
labels appear at the beginning of the entry, they describe the entire entry. They can also 
appear at individual senses in an entry, and they can be used to introduce a particular 
example or group of examples. 

Most nouns are labeled [count], [noncount], [count, noncount], [singular], or [plural ]. [See 
pages 1927-28 for grammar help on nouns.] 

An entry or sense for a noun is - heart-beat / 1 ha»t,bi.t/ noun, pi -beats [count] : the action 

labeled [count] when it has both or sound of the heart as it pumps blood ■ The patient had a 

a singular and a plural form. ra P id heartbeat -' irregular heartbeats 


An entry or sense for a noun is - heart-burn /'haa^b^n/ noun [ noncount ] : an unpleasant 

labeled [noncounf] when it does not hot feeling in your chest caused by something that you ate ■ I 

have a plural form and when it refers llke spicy food ’ but 11 gives me hearlburn 

to something that cannot be counted. 

When a noun can be used as both —--_ sedge /'setfe/ noun, pi sedg-es [count, noncount] : a plant 

a count and a noncount noun, it is like grass that grows in wet ground or near water 

sometimes given a [count, noncounf] 

label. 

An entry or sense for a noun that- long johns /’la:t) 1 <fecunz/ noun [plural] : underwear that 

is always used in its plural form is covers your legs and that is worn in cold weather — called 

labeled [plural] also (US) long underwear; see color picture on page CI2 

An entry or sense for a noun that- 2 glow noun [singular] 

refers to one thing and is never used l : a soft and steady light ■ We could see the glow of the lamp 

in a plural form is labeled [singular], in the window - 1 T*® town s '« h,s cast a slow on the horizon. 
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Most verbs in this dictionary are labeled as either [+ obj] or [no obf\ or both. Other types 
of verbs have these labels: [modal verb], [linking verb], or [auxiliary verb]. Verbs labeled 
[phrasal verb] are entered as phrases at the end of a verb entry. [See pages 1930-31 for 
grammar help on verbs.] 


An entry or sense for a verb that 
has an object is labeled [+ obJ\. A 
verb of this kind is known as a 

transitive verb. 


2 graze verb grazes; grazed; grazing [+ obj] 

1 : to touch or hit (something) while moving past it ■ The 
car’s wheel grazed the curb. • He was grazed by a bullet. 


An entry or sense for a verb that - 

does not have an object is labeled 
[no obj ]. A verb of this kind is known 
as an intransitive verb. 


1 gab /'ga ii/ verb gabs; gabbed; gab-bing [no obj] informal 
: to talk a lot in an informal way usually about things that 
are not important or serious • They stayed up late gabbing 
(away) on the phone. * gabbing about the weather 
— gab-ber noun, pi -bers [count] • talk radio gabbers 


An entry or sense that is labeled - 

[linking verb] does not express action 
but is used to say that something 
exists or is in a particular state. It 
connects an object with an adjective 
or noun that describes or identifies a 
subject. 


be»come /bi'kAin/ verb -comes; -came /-'keim/; -come; 
-com-mg 

1 [linking verb ] 1 to begin to be or come to be something 
specified • Although I’ve known him for years, we didn’t be¬ 
come close friends until recently. • She won the election, be¬ 
coming the first woman to be President of the nation. ■ They 
both became teachers. 


1 


be /'bi:/ verb... 


An entry or sense that is labeled - 

[auxiliary verb ] is used with another 
verb in order to show the verb’s tense, 
to form a question, etc. 


10 [auxiliary verb] — used with the past participle of a verb 
to form passive constructions • The money was found by a 
child. ■ They were [-got] married by a priest. ■ Don’t be fooled 
by what he says. ■ Please be seated. [=please sit down] ■ The 
election was expected to produce a very close result. ■ God be 
praised ! [=let God be praised] ■ I was surprised by her rude¬ 
ness. 


An entry or sense that is labeled - 
[modal verb] is used with another 
verb to express an idea about what 
is possible, necessary, etc. 


’can /k,~)n. 'ksen/ verb, past tense could /kad, 'kud/ present 
tense for both singular and plural can; negative can*not 
/'kzenat, ka'na.t, Brit 'ksenat/ or can’t /'ksent, Brit 'ka:nt/ 
[modal verb] 

1 : to be able to (do something) ■ I don’t need any help. I can 
do it myself. ■ I can’t decide what to do. ■ All we can do [=the 
only thing we can do] now is wait. : to l^now how to (do 
something) ■ She can read, can’t she? ■ I can whistle. : to have 
the power or skill to (do something) ■ A weight lifter can lift 
a very heavy weight. • She can play the piano. ■ Only Con¬ 
gress can do that. : to be designed to (do something) ■ a car 
that can hold five people [=a car that has enough room for 
five people] ■ How fast can [=does, will] the car go? 


A verb that is labeled [phrasal verb] 
is a verb that is used with a 
preposition, an adverb, or both. 


2 pal verb pals; palled; pal-ling 

pal around with [phrasal verb] informal pal around with 
(someone) chiefly US : to spend time with (someone) as a 
friend • She’s been palling around with a girl she met at 
school. 

pa/ up [phrasal verb] chiefly Brit, informal : to become 
friends with someone ■ They palled up when they were 
neighbors long ago. ■ He pals up with anyone who can help 
his career. 


The comparative and superlative forms of some adjectives and adverbs are formed by 
adding the letters -er and -est at the end of the word or by changing the word completely. 
Other adjectives and adverbs are given their comparative and superlative forms by using 
the words more and most. [See pages 1931-34 for grammar help on adjectives and adverbs.] 
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When a word has comparative and — 
superlative forms that use the words 
more and most, the word is given 
the label [more most —]. This 

label also means that an adjective or 
adverb can be used with words like 
very and slightly. The example shown 
here means that you can say that one 
thing is “more complicated” than 
another, that something is the “most 
complicated” one of a group, that 
something is “very complicated,” etc. 


Sometimes the comparative and- 

superlative forms of an adjective or 
adverb can be formed in two different 
ways. The word or is included in the 
label when the more/most forms are as 
common as the -er/-est forms. When 
the more/most forms are much less 
common, also is used. 


COm«Pli»cat»ed /'karmpla.keitad/ adj [more ■ most ~] 
: hard to understand, explain, or deal with ■ The game’s rules 
are too complicated. • a complicated situation • a very compli¬ 
cated issue : having many parts or steps ■ The machine has a 
complicated design. • a complicated plan • a complicated 
mathematical formula 


drea*ry /'driri/ adj drea»ri»er; -ri-est [or more most ~) 
: causing unhappiness or sad feelings : not warm, cheerful, 
etc. ■ It was a gray, dreary morning. ■ She longed to leave her 
dreary [ -gloomy, dismal\ hometown. ■ The family struggled 
through dreary economic times. 


I— 1 small /’smail/ adj smaller; -est [also more most ~j 

1 : little in size • They live in a small house. ■ a small glass of 
soda ■ She moved to a smaller town. • The toy is small 
enough to fit in my pocket. ■ He has small hands. • This room 
is a little smaller than that one. 


Sometimes the label [more - 

most ~] is shown only at a specific 
sense. In the example shown here, 
the first sense of muscular cannot 
be used with words like more, most, 
and very, but the second sense can. 

When an adverb is shown at the end — 
of the entry for an adjective that has 
a [more most ~] label, the label 
is not repeated for the adverb, but it 
also describes how the adverb can be 
used. In the example shown here, both 
the adjective querulous and the adverb 
querulously can be used with words 
like more, most, and very. 


muS-CU-lar /'mASkjal^/ tali 

1 : of or relating to muscles • muscular strength/weakness ■ a 
muscular injury 

2 [more most ~] : having large and strong muscles • a 
muscular athlete • He has a muscular physique. • His legs are 
very muscular. 

— mus-cu-lar-l-ty /.mAskja'Ierati/ noun [noncount] 


quer«U*IOUS /'kweajalas/ adj [more most ~) formal 
: complaining in an annoyed way * The child said in a queru¬ 
lous [-whining] voice that he didn’t like carrots. • querulous 
customers 

- quer-u-lous-ly adv - quer-u-lous-ness noun [non¬ 
count] 


Other Labels 

Many entries include labels such as formal, informal, US, Brit, etc. [See page 21a for a list 
of the labels that are commonly used in this dictionary.] 


When a label appears at the beginning- 

of an entry, it describes the entire 
entry, including any undefined words 
that may appear at the end of the 
entry. In the example shown here, the 
label formal means that both senses of 
mendacious are formal, and that the 
adverb mendaciously and the noun 
mendaciousness are also formal words. 


men-da-cious /men'deijas/ adj [more - ; most —]formal 

1 : not honest : likely to tell lies ■ a mendacious businessman 

2 : based on lies ■ The newspaper story was mendacious and 
hurtful. • a mendacious political campaign 

- men-da-cious-ly adv - men-da-cious-ness noun 
[noncount] 
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When a label is used at a specific 
part of an entry (such as a 
particular sense or example), it 
relates only to that specific part. 


’grit /'gnt/ noun [noncount] 

1 : very small pieces of sand or stone • He shook out his 
shoes to remove the small rocks and grit. 

2 informal : mental toughness and courage • Through re¬ 
sourcefulness and grit, the pioneers survived the winter. 

live-li-hood /*laivli,hud/ noun, pi -hoods : a way of earn¬ 
ing money in order to live [count] Many fishermen believe 
that the new regulations threaten their livelihoods. [ non¬ 
count ] {formal ) He claims he lost a source/means of liveli¬ 
hood when he was injured. 


Cross-references 

Many entries include notes that direct you to another entry or sense for additional 
information. 


Compare notes are placed at the — 
entries of words that are similar or 
that may be confused with each other. 


can*ter /'ksenta/ noun, pi -ters 

1 (singular ] : the way a horse moves when it is running fairly 
fast ■ He set off at a canter towards the stable. 

2 [count] : a ride or run at a canter — usually singular ■ a 
canter through the fields — compare ‘gallop, 2 trot 


When two or more homographs 
have the same part of speech, a 
compare note is included at the 
end of each entry. 


3 do noun, pi dos [count] informal 

1 : something that a person should do — usually used in the 
phrase dos and don’ts • She told her daughter about the dos 
and don 'ts of dating. [=about the things that she should and 
should not do when dating someone] 

2 US : a way of cutting and arranging a person’s hair : hair¬ 
do ■ She was worried that the wind might mess up her do. 

3 : a party or social gathering ■ We threw a big do for her af¬ 
ter graduation. 

- compare 4 do 

4 dO /'dou/ or chiefly Brit doh noun [noncount] : the first note 
of a musical scale ■ do, re, mi, fa, sol, la, ti — compare ’do 


See also notes often direct you to 
another entry that uses a form of 
the word you were looking up. 


i ef-face /I'feis/ verb -fac-es; -faced; -faoing (+ obj] format 
I : to cause (something) to fade or disappear • coins with dates 
— effaced by wear • a memory effaced by time — see also SELF- 
I- EFFACING 

— ef-face-ment /I'feismant/ noun [noncount] 


See also notes can also direct you — 
to a phrase that is defined at another 
entry. 


die-hard /'dai.haa’d/ adj [more most ~] : very deter¬ 
mined or loyal ■ die-hard fans; especially : very loyal to a set 
of beliefs and not willing to change those beliefs • a die-hard 
conservative — see also die hard at 'die 
— die-hard noun, pi -hards [count] ■ a bunch of conserva¬ 
tive diehards 


And see also notes can direct you - 

to a different part of the same entry. 


2 act verb acts; act-ed; act-ing... 

6 [no obj] : to make something happen : to have a particular 
effect ■ The chemical acts [-works] by destroying the cells in 
the brain. — often + on • These medicines act on [-affect] the 
heart. — see also act on/upon (below) 
act on/upon [phrasal verb] act on/upon (something) : to use 
(something, such as a feeling or suggestion) as a reason or 
basis for doing something ■ They never acted on the infor¬ 
mation they had. ■ We were too late to act upon his sugges¬ 
tion. ■ It’s okay to feel angry or jealous, but you mustn’t act 
on those feelings. — see also 2 act 6 (above) 
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dif-fer /'difV verb -fers; -fered; -fer-ing [no obj]... 

2 : to have opinions that don’t agree ■ We differ {--disagree] 
on/about/over how best to raise the money. — often + with • 
They differed with each other on religious matters. 
agree to differ see agree 
beg to differ see beg 

key*hole /'ki:,hool/ noun, pi -holes [count] : the opening in 
a lock into which a key is placed — see picture at door 


Other Features 

Differences between words that - 

have the same meanings or very 
similar meanings are discussed in 
special synonyms paragraphs. 


synonyms remark, observation, and comment mean 
something that is said or written and that gives an opinion. 
remark often suggests a quick thought or an informal 
judgment. ■ He made a casual remark about the food, ob¬ 
servation often suggests an opinion expressed after 
looking closely at and thinking about something. • She 
published her observations on whales after 10 years of 
study, comment often suggests a remark that is meant to 
explain or criticize. • 1 asked her to give me her comments 
on the book when she finished it. 


A see cross-reference tells you that 
more information can be found at 
another entry. 


Problems and questions that relate- 

to the use of a particular word are 
discussed in usage paragraphs. 


usage Ain’t is usually regarded as an error, but it is com¬ 
mon in the very informal speech of some people and it is 
also used in informal and humorous phrases. ■ That joke 
just ain’t funny. • Say it ain’t so! • You ain’t seen nothing 
yet! ■ Two out of three ain’t bad. • If it ain’t broke don’t fix 
it! ■ Things ain’t what they used to be. ■ Ain’t that the truth? 


Many entries include notes that 
begin with the symbol and 
explain the origins of a word 
or provide other kinds of 
information. 


Scrooge or scrooge /'skru:(fc/ noun, pi Scroog.es or 
Scrooges lcount\ informal : a selfish and unfriendly person 
who is not willing to spend or give away money — usually 
singular ■ His boss is a real Scrooge who never gives people 
raises. Scrooge is from the name of Ebenezer Scrooge, the 
main character in the story A Christmas Carol by Charles 
Dickens. 

PIN /'pin/ abbr personal identification number A personal 
identification number is a secret number that is used to get 
money from a bank account through a machine, to get per¬ 
sonal information on a Web site, etc. 





Labels Used in This Dictionary 


Parts of Speech 

(See pages 1927-35 for explanations and examples.) 


abbr — abbreviation 
adj — adjective 
adv — adverb 
combining form 
conj — conjunction 


definite article 
indefinite article 
interj — interjection 
noun 
prefix 


prep — preposition 

pronoun 

suffix 

verb 


Grammatical Labels 

(See pages 16a-18a for explanations and examples.) 

for nouns: [count], [noncount], [count, noncount], [singular], [plural] 

for verbs: [+ obj], [no obj], [auxiliary verb], [linking verb], [modal verb], [phrasal verb] 

for adjectives and adverbs: [more •—most ~], [or more most ~], 

[also more -—•; most ~] 

Usage Labels 

Regional Labels: 

US — common only in American English 

chiefly US — common in American English and sometimes used in British English 
Brit — common only in British English 

chiefly Brit — common in British English and sometimes used in American English 

Status Labels: 

slang — used in very informal, spoken English usually by a small group of people 
offensive — likely to offend many people and usually avoided 
obscene — very offensive in a way that many people find shocking 
impolite — not used in polite speech and writing 

Register Labels: 

informal — used in informal speech and writing 
formal — used in formal speech and writing 

literary — used in novels, poetry, etc., and rarely used in ordinary speech and writing 
old-fashioned — not often used today but used by people in the recent past or by 
older people 

humorous — having a funny or amusing quality 

technical — used by people who have special knowledge about a particular subject 
disapproving — used to show that you do not like or approve of someone or some 
thing 

approving — used to show that you like or approve of someone or something 

Subject Labels 

Labels like medical, law, and baseball are used to show the specific subject that a definition 
relates to. 
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Pronunciation Symbols 


VOWELS 


CONSONANTS 


Note: when two symbols are separated by / in the list 
below (ei/ej, u/ow, etc.), the second symbol is used 
when the sound occurs immediately before another 
vowel and the first symbol is used elsewhere. The 
symbols /a: i: u:/ are written as /a i u/ when found in 
unstressed syllables. 


X 

ask, bat, glad 

a: 

cot, bomb, paw 

e 

bet, fed 

3 

about, banana, collide 

i:/i:j 

eat, bead, bee 

i 

id, bid, pit 

u 

foot, should, put 

u:/u:w 

boot, two, coo 

A 

under, putt, bud 

a/ar 

merge, bird, further 

ei/ej 

eight, wade, play 

ai/aj 

ice, bite, tile 

au/aw 

out, gown, owl 

oi/oj 

oyster, coil, boy 

ou/ow 

oat, own, zone 

aa-Zar 

car, heart, star 

ea^/er 

bare, fair, wear 

iar/ir 

near, deer, mere 

oa/or 

boar, port, door 

ua/ur 

boor, tour 


Note: The symbols below are for vowels that occur in 
British English. British pronunciations are shown in 
this dictionary when the most common British 
pronunciation is very different from the American 
pronunciation. 

d British cot, bomb 
a: British caught, paw, port 
as British merge, bird 
ou British oat, own, zone 
ia British near, deer 
ea British bare, fair 
us British boor, tour 


b baby, labor, cab 

d day, kid, riddle 

d5 just, badger, fudge 

5 then, either, bathe 

f foe, tough, buff 

g go, dagger, bag 

h hot, ahead 

j yes, vineyard 

k cat, flock, skin 

1 law, hollow 

1 pedal, battle, final 

m mat, hemp, hammer 

n new, tent, tenor, run 

n button, satin, kitten 

r) rung, hang, swinger 

p top, speed, pay 

r rope, arrive 

s sad, mist, kiss 

J shoe, mission, slush 

t stick, late, later 

If batch, nature, choose 

0 thin, ether, bath 

v vat, never, cave 

w wet, software 

z zoo, easy, buzz 

3 vision, azure, beige 

OTHER SYMBOLS 

1 high stress: penmanship 

, low stress: penmanship 

Brit indicates British 

pronunciation 

/ slash used in pairs to mark 

the beginning and end of a 
pronunciation or set of pro¬ 
nunciations /'pen/ 
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1 a or A /'ei/ noun, pi a’s or as or A’s or As 

^ : the first letter of the English alphabet [count] a word 
that begins with an a [noncount] a word that begins with a 

2 : a musical note or key referred to by the letter A : the 
sixth tone of a C-major scale [count] play/sing an A [non¬ 
count] a song in the key of A 

3 [count] : a grade that is given to a student for doing excel¬ 
lent work ■ She got an A on the exam. • He’s an A student [=a 
student who gets A’s for his schoolwork] 

4 [noncount] — used to refer to the first of two or more peo¬ 
ple, places, or things that are being considered ■ If/4, B, and 
C divide the coins equally, how many does each person get? 
an A for effort see effort 

exhibit A see 2 exhibit 

from A to Z : including everything ■ The book is titled 
“Home Repairs From A to Z." 

from (point) A to (point) B : from one place to another ■ I 
don’t care about the scenery. I’m only interested in getting 
from A to B. 

2 a /a, 'ei/ or an /an, *£en/ indefinite article ^ A is used before a 
consonant sound. ■ a door > a human An is used before a 
vowel sound. ■ an icicle ■ an honor Note that when a word 
begins with a vowel letter but is pronounced with a conso¬ 
nant sound, a is used. ■ a one ■ a union When an abbreviation 
begins with a consonant letter but is pronounced with a vow¬ 
el sound, an is used. ■ an FBI investigation • an LCD display 
When a word begins with h but the first syllable of the word 
is not given primary stress, both a and an are used. ■ a histor¬ 
ic ■ an historic 

1 — used before singular nouns when the person or thing is 
being mentioned for the first time ■ There was a tree in the 
field. ■ A man walked past him. ■ I heard a shout. ■ He bought 
a house, but this is not the house he bought. ■ I ordered an 
apple and some cheese: I ate the apple but not the cheese. 

2 a — used like one before number words like hundred, 
thousand , etc. ■ a hundred and twenty people ■ a million dol¬ 
lars ■ a dozen doughnuts b — used like one before number 
words like third, fortieth , etc. ■ This is a [=one] third the size 
of that. C — used like one before units of weight, measure¬ 
ment, etc. ■ a pound or two [=one or two pounds] ■ a week or 
two [=one or two weeks] ■ a foot and a half of water = one 
and a half feet of water d : one single : even one — used in 
negative constructions ■ They didn’t charge me a penny. 
[=they didn’t charge me anything at all] ■ “Did she say any¬ 
thing about it?” “Not a word.” 

3 — used before a word or phrase that indicates a type or 
class of person or thing ■ My uncle is a plumber. ■ Copper is 
a metal. ■ She’s a very nice lady. — often used before non¬ 
count nouns that are modified by an adjective or phrase ■ a 
torrential rain ■ She has a warmth that puts people at ease. ■ 
I’ve always had a fondness for chocolate. 

4 — used like any to refer in a general way to people or 
things ■ A person who is sick can’t work well. [=people can’t 
work well if they are sick] 

5 — used before a proper noun to indicate limited knowl¬ 
edge about the person or thing being mentioned ■ A Mr. 
Smith [=a man named Mr. Smith] called to ask about the job. 
■ Among the towns of the area there is a Newton, I believe. 

6 a — used before a proper noun that is acting as an exam¬ 
ple or type ■ the attractions of a Boston or a Cleveland ■ His 
friends say he’s an Einstein in regard to science, b — used 


before the name of a day of the week to refer to one occur¬ 
rence of it ■ My birthday falls on a Tuesday this year. 

7 a — used before the name of a person (such as a famous 
artist) when the name is being used to refer to something 
(such as a painting) created by that person ■ The museum re¬ 
cently purchased a Rembrandt. [=a painting by Rembrandt] 
■ My violin is a Stradivarius. b — used before a family 
name to show that someone is a member of that family ■ Did 
you know that she’s a Kennedy? 

8 — used before a proper noun referring to a person or 
thing that has a particular quality ■ A triumphant Ms. Jones 
greeted her supporters. [=Ms. Jones was triumphant when 
she greeted her supporters] ■ We were met at the door by an 
embarrassed Mr. Brown. [=Mr. Brown was embarrassed 
when he met us at the door] ■ We had a very mild January. 

9 — used with words like bit and little to form phrases that 
describe quantity, amount, or degree ■ She felt a bit tired. ■ 
It’s getting a little late. 

10 — used in phrases that describe how often something oc¬ 
curs, how fast something is going, etc. ■ They meet twice a 
week. [=twice each week] ■ The car was traveling at a hun¬ 
dred miles an [=per] hour. 

1 a- hi prefix 

1 : on : in : at ■ abed 

2 : in (such) a state or condition ■ afire 

3 : in (such) a manner ■ aloud 

4 old-fashioned : in the act or process of ■ gone a-hunting 
[=gone hunting] 

2 a- or an- prefix : not : without ■ asexual 
AA abbr 1 Alcoholics Anonymous 2 Brit Automobile Asso¬ 
ciation 

AAA abbr, US American Automobile Association 
1 aah /'a:/ inter) — used to express pleasure, surprise, or happi¬ 
ness ■ Aah , that feels good. 

2 aah verb aahs; aahed; aahing [no obj] informal : to express 
amazement, joy, or surprise — used in the phrase ooh and 
aah ■ We all oohed and aahed at/over the fireworks. 

- aah noun, pi aahs [count] ■ the oohs and aahs of the 
crowd 

aard-vark /'aa-d^aeric/ noun, pi -varks [count] : a large Af¬ 
rican animal that has a long nose and that eats ants and other 
insects 

AARP abbr, US American Association of Retired Persons 
ab /'seb/ noun, pi abs [count] informal : any one of the mus¬ 
cles that cover a person’s stomach : an abdominal muscle — 
usually plural ■ an athlete doing exercises to tone his abs 
ab. abbr about 

aback /a'baek/ adv : by suiprise — used in the phrase taken 
aback ■ She was taken aback [=she was very surprised] by his 
rude response. ■ He was taken aback [=, shocked , startled] 
when he saw their house. 
aba*CUS /^bakas/ noun, pi 
-cus*es also -ci /-,sai/ [count] 

: a device used for counting 
and calculating by sliding 
small balls or beads along rods 
or in grooves 

ab-a-lo-ne Aajba'louni/ noun, 
pi -nes [count, noncount] : a 
type of shellfish that is eaten 


mmmam 


abacus 
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as food and that has a shell that is lined with a hard white 
material (called mother-of-pearl) 

1 3ban«don /a'bsndan/ verb -dons; -doned; -don-inq [+ 

“SETT- 

1 a : to leave and never return to (someone who needs pro¬ 
tection or help) • The child had been abandoned (by his par¬ 
ents) as an infant. "He abandoned his family, b : to leave 
and never return to (something) ■ abandon property ■ They 
abandoned the car on a back road. ■ That house was aban¬ 
doned years ago. 

2 : to leave (a place) because of danger • The approaching 
fire forced hundreds of people to abandon their homes. ■ 
The officer refused to abandon his post. <’■ If you abandon 
ship, you leave a boat or ship that is sinking. ■ The captain 
gave the order to abandon ship . This phrase is sometimes 
used figuratively. ■ "Die company is doing poorly, and many 
investors have decided to abandon ship. [=to sell their stock 
in the company] 

3 : to stop supporting or helping (someone or something) ■ 
The policy abandons the most vulnerable members of soci¬ 
ety. ■ She abandoned the party not long after the election. 

4 : to stop doing or having (something) : to give up (some¬ 
thing) completely ■ We abandoned hope of ever going back. ■ 
He abandoned the principles that he once fought hard to de¬ 
fend. ■ She had to abandon her plans for a vacation. ■ Play 
was abandoned because of the bad weather. 

abandon yourself to literary : to allow yourself to be fully 
controlled or affected by (something, such as a strong 
emotion) ■ He abandoned himself to despair. [=he was over¬ 
come by despair] 

— aban-don-ment /a'bzendanmant/ noun [noncount] ■ the 
abandonment of a child/home 

2 abandon noun [noncount] : a feeling or attitude of wild or 
complete freedom ■ They all danced with (wild) abandon. ■ 
She decided with reckless abandon [=in a very wild and 
reckless way] to quit her job and move to Tkhiti. 
aban-doned /a'bzendand/ adj 

1 a : left without needed protection or care ■ an abandoned 
baby b : left by the owner ■ an abandoned house/car C 
: no longer held or thought of : given up ■ abandoned [= for¬ 
saken ] hopes/dreams 

2 [more most ] literary : wild and uncontrolled ■ aban¬ 
doned behavior ■ He led a reckless and abandoned life and 
died young. 

abase /3*beis/ verb abas.es; abased; abas-ing 
abase yourself formal : to behave in a way that makes you 
seem lower or less deserving of respect ■ politicians abasing 
themselves before wealthy businessmen 
abashed /a'bsejt/ adj [more most ~] : embarrassed or 
ashamed ■ She seemed a little abashed when they asked 
about her job. — opposite unabashed 
abate /a'beit/ verb abates; abat-ed; abat-ing [no obj] : to 
become weaker : to decrease in strength ■ We waited for the 
wind/storm to abate. ■ The excitement has abated. 

— abate-ment /a'beitmant/ noun, pi -merits [noncount] 
The violence has continued without abatement, [count] a 
tax abatement [=an amount by which a tax is reduced] 

ab-at-toir /'£eb3,tw a&/ noun, pi -toirs [count] chiefly Brit 

: SLAUGHTERHOUSE 

ab-bess /'abas/ noun, pi -bess-es [count] : a woman who 
is the head of a convent 
ab*bey fae bi/ noun, pi -beys [count] 

1 a : a monastery run by an abbot b : a convent run by an 
abbess 

2 : a church that is connected to other buildings where 
monks or nuns live or once lived • Westminster A bbey 

ab-bot /'sebat/ noun, pi -bots [count] : a man who is the 
head of a monastery 
abbr or abbr. abbr abbreviation 

ab-bre*vi*ate /a'bri.-vi^it/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing [+ 

obj] : to make (something) shorter ■ He gave us an abbreviat¬ 
ed [=. shortened] account of his travels.; especially : to reduce 
(a word or name) to a shorter form ■ You can abbreviate the 
word “building” as “bldg.” ■ "United States of America” is 
commonly abbreviated to/as “USA.” 
ab-bre«vi*a*tion /^brirvi'eijan/ noun, pi -tions [count] : a 
shortened form of a word or name that is used in place of the 
full word or name ■ “USA” is an abbreviation of/for “United 
States of America.” 

1 ABC /,ei|bi'si:/ noun, pi ABCs or ABC’s 

1 : the letters of the English alphabet [plural] ( US) We 


learned our ABC's, [singular] (Brit) We learned our ABC. 

2 : the most basic or important information about a subject 
[plural] (US) learning the ABC's of wine [singular] (Brit) 
learning the ABC of wine 
(as) easy as ABC see ‘easy 

2 ABC abbr 1 American Broadcasting Corporation ❖ ABC is 
one of the major television networks in the U.S. 2 Austra¬ 
lian Broadcasting Corporation 
ab-di-cate /'jebdi.keit/ verb -cates; -cat-ed; -cat-ing 

1 : to leave the position of being a king or queen [no obj] 
The king was forced to abdicate. [+ obj] The king abdicated 
the throne. 

2 [+ obj] formal: to fail to do what is required by (a duty or 
responsibility) ■ The government abdicated [= abandoned] its 
responsibility to provide a good education to all citizens. 

— ab-di-ca-tion /,£ebdi , keiJ'an//ic>Mn > p/ -tions [count, non¬ 
count] 

ab-do«men /'zebdaman /noun, pi -mens [count] 

1 : the part of the body below the chest that contains the 
stomach and other organs — see picture at human 

2 : the rear part of an insect’s body 

— ab-dom-i-nal /zeb'daimanl/ adj • abdominal pain/sur¬ 
gery ■ abdominal muscles 

ab-duct /zeb'dAkt/ verb -ducts; -duct-ed; -duct-ing [+ 

obj] : to take (someone) away from a place by force ■ He was 
abducted [=fadnapped] from his home. ■ She claims that she 
was abducted by aliens. [=that she was carried away in a 
spaceship by creatures from another world] 

— ab-duct-ee ^zefydAk'ti: / noun.pl -tees [count] ■ alien ab- 
ductees [=people who say they were abducted by creatures 
from another world] — ab-duc-tion /zeb'dAkfan/ noun, pi 
-tions [count] abductions of children [noncount] an in¬ 
crease in the incidence of child abduction — ab-duc-tor 
/zeb'dAkta 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] ■ She managed to escape 
from her abductors. 

abed /a'bed/ adv, literary : lying in a bed ■ Though it was 
long past sunup, she was still abed. 
ab-er«rant /a'berant/ adj [more most ~] formal : differ¬ 
ent from the usual or natural type ; unusual or abnormal ■ 
aberrant behavior 

ab*er«ra*tion /,zeba'reijan/ noun, pi -tions : something 
(such as a problem or a type of behavior) that is unusual or 
unexpected [count] For her, such a low grade on an exam 
was an aberration, [noncount] a study of sexual aberration 
abet /a'bct/ verb abets; abet>ted; abet-ting [+ obj] formal 
: to help, encourage, or support someone in a criminal act ■ 
She abetted the thief in his getaway. ■ Did he abet the com¬ 
mission of a crime? • Their actions were shown to abet ter¬ 
rorism. ■ She is charged with aiding and abetting [=helping 
and encouraging] the thief in his getaway, 
abey-ance /a'bejans/ noun 

in abeyance formal : in a temporary state of being stopped ■ 
The plans are in abeyance. = llie plans are being held in 
abeyance. [=the plans are not now being used] 
ab-hor /ab'hoa 1 / verb, not used in progressive tenses -hors; 
-horred; -hor-ring [+ obj] formal : to dislike (someone or 
something) very much ■ They abhor [=hate, loathe] violence/ 
racism. ■ She simply abhors [=despises] exercise and hates to 
diet. 

— ab-hor-rence /ab'horans/ noun [noncount] • their abhor¬ 
rence of violence/racism 

ab-hor-rent /ab'horant/ acb [more most ] formal : caus¬ 
ing or deserving strong dislike or hatred ■ She finds violence 
in films abhorrent. ■ It was an abhorrent crime. [=a contempt¬ 
ible crime] — sometimes + to ■ llie thought of failing is ab¬ 
horrent to him. [=he hates the thought of failing] 
abide /a'baid/ verb abides; abid-ed; abid-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to accept or bear (someone or something bad, un¬ 
pleasant, etc.) — usually used in negative constructions ■ I 
can’t abide his bad moods. [=(more commonly) I can’t stand 
his bad moods; I hate his bad moods] 

2 [no obj] old-fashioned + literary a past tense also abode 
: to stay or live somewhere ■ abide in the house of the Lord 
b : to remain or continue ■ a love that abided till the end of 
their lives 

abide by [phrasal verb] abide by (something) : to accept and 
be guided by (something) : obey • We have to abide by the 
rules. ■ They promise to abide by our decision, 
abid-ing /a'baidirj/ adz, always used before a noun [more ~; 
most ~],formal : continuing for a long time : not changing ■ 
She has an abiding [-lasting] love of art. ■ They enjoyed an 
abiding [ =enduring ] friendship. 
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ability /a'bilati/ noun, pi -ties : the power or skill to do 
something [count] a young woman with many remarkable 
musical/artistic/athletic abilities — often followed by to + 
verb ■ a teacher with an ability to inspire his students ■ Does 
he have the ability [= authority ] to fire employees? ■ a writer’s 
ability [capability, capacity] to interest readers [noncount] a 
young woman of great musical/artistic/athletic ability ■ She 
has shown some ability with foreign languages. ■ He always 
works to the best of his ability. [=as well as he can] 
-abil-i*ty also -ibil«i>ty noun suffix : ability, fitness, or likeli¬ 
ness to act of be acted on in (such) a way ■ readability • excit- 
ability • compatibility • Visibility 
ab'ject /'£eb,cfeekt/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : extremely bad or severe ■ They live in abject misery/pov¬ 
erty. ■ The project ended in abject [=complete, utter] failure. 

2 a : very humble : feeling or showing shame ■ He offered 
an abject apology, b : very weak : lacking courage or 
strength ■ She thought he was an abject coward. 

— ab-jecMy /'£eb,cfeektli/ adv ■ abjectly apologetic 
ab-jure /zeb'cfcua'/ verb -jures; -jured; -jurying [+ obj] for¬ 
mal : to reject (something) formally ■ He abjured [re¬ 
nounced] allegiance to his native country. 

ablaze /a'bleiz/ acjj, not used before a noun 

1 : in the process of burning : on fire ■ The house was ablaze. 

■ Lightning set the building ablaze. 

2 : glowing with light, color, or emotion — often + with ■ 
The valley was ablaze with fall foliage. ■ Her eyes were ablaze 
[= blazing] with anger. 

able /'eibal/ adj 

1 not used before a noun a : having the power, skill, money, 
etc., that is needed to do something ■ He will buy a new car 
as soon as he is able. — usually followed by to + verb ■ He will 
buy a new car as soon as he is able to do so. ■ Is he able to 
swim ? [=can he swim?] ■ They weren’t able to afford a vaca¬ 
tion. [=they were unable to afford a vacation] ■ I was so tired 
that I was barely/hardly able to get out of bed. ■ A weight 
lifter is able to lift [=can lift] a very heavy weight, b : not 
prevented from doing something : having the freedom or 
opportunity to do something ■ Come for a visit when you are 
able (to). — usually followed by to + verb ■ Will you be able 
to visit soon? ■ We were able to leave at noon. C — used to 
say that the quality or condition of something makes some¬ 
thing possible ■ a car that is able to hold [=can hold] five peo¬ 
ple • The car wasn’t able to be repaired. [=could not be re¬ 
paired] 

2 abler; ablest [also more most ~]: having skill or talent 

■ He turned out to be an able editor/leader/soldier. ■ She is 
one of the ablest lawyers in the firm. 

-able also -ible adj suffix 

1 : fit for or worthy of being ■ 1 oxable ■ collect ible 

2 : likely to or capable of ■ breakable ■ perish able 

3 : having a certain quality ■ knowledgeaWe ■ peaceable 

able—bod-ied /.eibal'baidid/ adj [more most ~]: having 

a healthy and strong body : physically fit ■ We need several 
able-bodied men and women to help with the project, 
ab-lu-tion /a'bluijan/ noun, pi -tions [count] formal : the 
act of washing yourself — usually plural ■ ritual ablutions 
before prayers ■ ( humorous ) He performed his daily ablu¬ 
tions [=he washed himself] before having breakfast, 
ably /'eibali/ adv [more most ~]: skillfully and well: in an 
able manner ■ The chef was ably assisted by two helpers, 
ab-nor-mal /zeb'noa'mal/ adj [more —; most ~] : different 
from what is normal or average : unusual especially in a way 
that causes problems ■ abnormal behavior ■ The results of 
the blood test were abnormal, 

— ab-nor.maMy adv • behave abnormally ■ The cells grew 
abnormally quickly. 

ab*nor*mal«i*ty /^bna^mselati/ noun,pi- ties : something 
that is not usual, expected, or normal : something that is ab¬ 
normal [count] The test results showed several genetic ab¬ 
normalities. [noncount] There was some abnormality in his 
vision. 

aboard /a'bo&d/ adv : on, onto, or within a train, a ship, an 
airplane, etc. ■ He climbed aboard just as the train was leav¬ 
ing. ■ Everyone aboard was injured in the accident. 4- All 
aboard! is a call for passengers to get onto a ship or train be¬ 
cause it is ready to leave. 

2 aboard prep : on or into (a train, ship, etc.) ■ We went 
aboard (the) ship. ■ She got aboard [=on board] the train. 

1 abode /a'bood/ noun, pi abodes [count]formal + humorous 
: the place where someone lives — usually singular ■ The 
cottage became their abode [=home] for the summer. • Wel¬ 


come to my humble abode. — often used in legal language • 
How long has this been his principal place of abode ? [=the 
place where he usually lives] ■ He has no fixed abode. [=no 
home, no permanent address] 

2 abode past tense of abide 2a 
aboMsh /a'badiJV verb -ish*es; -ished; -ish-ing [+ obj] 

: to officially end or stop (something, such as a law) : to 
completely do away with (something) ■ abolish slavery/apart¬ 
heid ■ He is in favor of abolishing the death penalty. 
ab*0-li»tion Aseba'lijn/ noun [noncount] : the act of official¬ 
ly ending or stopping something : the act of abolishing some¬ 
thing ■ the abolition of a law; specifically : the act of abolish¬ 
ing slavery ■ a proponent of abolition 
ab-0-li*tion-ist /iSeba'liJmst/ noun, pi -ists [count] : a per¬ 
son who wants to stop or abolish slavery 
A—bomb /'ei,ba:m/ noun, pi -bombs [count] : atomic 
bomb 

abom-i-na-ble /a'baimanabal/ adj [more most ~] formal 
: very bad or unpleasant ■ It was an abominable crime. • We 
had abominable [-terrible] weather all week. ■ His behavior 
was abominable. 

— abom-i-na-bly /a'barmanabli/ adv • He behaved abomi¬ 
nably. 

abominable snowman or Abominable Snowman 

noun [singular] : a large hairy creature that walks on two feet 
like a man and that some people claim to have seen in the 
Himalayas — called also yeti', compare SASQUATCH 
abom-i-nate /a'bcr.n^neit/ verb -nates; -nat«ed; -nat- 
ing [+ obj] formal : to feel great hatred for (someone or 
something) : abhor ■ a politician who is revered by his sup¬ 
porters and abominated by his enemies 
abom-i*na*tion /3,ba:m3 , neiJ'3n/ noun, pi -tions [count] 
: something that causes disgust or hatred ■ Some people view 
the sculpture as art while others see it as an abomination. 
1 ab-Orig*i*nal /^ba'ncfcanj/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : of or relating to the people and things that have been in a 
region from the earliest time ■ aboriginal [=native] plant spe¬ 
cies ■ aboriginal tribes/customs/art 

2 : of or relating to the native people of Australia : of or re¬ 
lating to Australian aborigines ■ the aboriginal peoples of 
Australia 

2 aboripinal noun, pi -nals [count ]: aborigine 
ab-orig-i-ne /^ba'ncfeani/ noun, pi -nes [count] 

1 : a member of the original people to live in an area ■ North 
American aborigines [-natives] 

2 or Aborigine : a member of any of the native peoples of 
Australia 

abort /a'boa*/ verb aborts; abort-ed; aborting 

1 [+ obj] : to end a pregnancy deliberately by causing the 
death of the fetus ■ They decided to abort the pregnancy. ■ 
abort a fetus 

2 : to stop something before it is completed because of prob¬ 
lems or danger [+ obj] abort the launch of a rocket ■ abort a 
computer program ■ I suggest that you abort the project. ■ 
The mission had to be aborted, [no obj] When problems oc¬ 
curred during the launch, it was necessary to abort. 

— aborted adj ■ an aborted mission 'He made several abort¬ 
ed [abortive] attempts to escape. 

abortion /a'boaj'an/ noun, pi -tions : a medical procedure 
used to end a pregnancy and cause the death of the fetus 
[count] a doctor who performs abortions ■ She chose to have/ 
get an abortion, [noncount] demonstrators opposed to abor¬ 
tion ■ abortion laws/rights 

abortionist /a'bo^Janist/ noun, pi -ists [count] disapprov¬ 
ing : a person who performs abortions 
abor-tive /a'boaTiv/ adj : failing to achieve the desired re¬ 
sult : not successful "He made several abortive [aborted] at¬ 
tempts to escape. ■ an abortive coup 
abound /a'baund/ verb abounds; abounded; abound¬ 
ing [no obj] : to be present in large numbers or in great 
quantity ■ a business in which opportunities abound [=a busi¬ 
ness in which there are many opportunities] ■ They live in a 
region where oil abounds. 

abound in/with [phrasal verb] abound in/wlth (something) 
: to be filled with (something) : to contain a very large 
amount of (something) ■ They live in a region that abounds 
in/with oil. ■ a stream abounding in/with fish 
1 about /a'baut/ adv 

1 a : almost or nearly ■ We’re about ready to go. ■ I’m about 
starved. ■ Are you about finished? ■ This one is about as bad 
as that one. ■ That’s about all I know at this point. ■ It’s about 
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time to go. ■ That’s about all the time we have. ■ We tried just 
about everything we could think of. • “Is there anything else 
to do?“ “No, that's about It/all." [=that’s it/all; there is noth¬ 
ing else to do] b — used to indicate that a number, amount, 
time, etc., is not exact or certain ■ The repair should cost 
about [approximately , roughly ] $200. ■ We should leave in 
about 10 minutes. • We got home at about 8 o’clock. = (C/5) 
We got home around about 8 o’clock. = (Brit) We got home 
round about 8 o’clock. [=it was approximately 8 o’clock 
when we got home] 

2 : very close to doing something — followed by to + verb • 
He is about to leave. [=he will be leaving very soon] ■ We’re 
about to join our friends for dinner. ■ Their daughter is about 
to graduate from college. — often used with not to stress that 
someone will not do something • I’m not about to quit. [=1 am 
not going to quit; I will not quit] 

3 chiefly Brit a : in many different directions • They wan¬ 
dered about [=around\ for several hours, b : in many differ¬ 
ent places ■ People were standing about [=around ], talking 
quietly in small groups. • His tools were scattered about 
[=around] carelessly. C : in or near a particular area or 
place ■ There was no one about. [=there was no one around; 
there was no one there] 

4 : in the opposite direction ■ turn about [=(more common¬ 
ly) around) • The captain ordered us to bring the ship about. 

2 abOUt prep 

la — used to indicate the object of a thought, feeling, or ac¬ 
tion • There has been a lot of anger about [concerning ] the 
decision. ■ We did something about the problems. ■ That’s 
what I like about you. • What are you so pleased about! • I’m 
worried about her. ■ I forgot all about it. ■ There’s a question 
about [=as to] how the problem should be fixed, b — used 
to indicate the subject of something said or written ■ I spoke 
about my past. ■ She told me all about her vacation. ■ What’s 
he yammering about now? = (Brit) What’s he on about now? 

■ books about birds ■ a novel about Spain 

2 : as part of (someone or something) • There is a mature 
wisdom about her. [=she has a quality of mature wisdom] ■ 
What was the most exciting thing about your vacation? 
[=what part of your vacation was most exciting?] ■ There’s 
something weird about that guy. [=that guy is weird] 

3 — used to indicate the most important or basic part or 
purpose of something ■ A good marriage is (all) about trust. 
[=trust is the most important part of a good marriage] ■ The 
work he does is all about helping young people. 

4 : near or not far from (something) in time • a night about 
[=around] midsummer 

5 a : in the area near to (something or someone) • Fish are 
abundant about [=around] the reefs, b : over or in different 
parts of (a place) • He traveled all about [=around] the coun¬ 
try. ■ He’s a well-known figure about [ =around , throughout] 
the town. C : on every side of (something or someone) ■ A 
crowd gathered about [=around] him. ■ They wrapped the 
blanket about [ =around] her. 

6 a — used to say that something is done quickly or slowly ■ 
He was slow about doing his work. [=he did his work slowly] 

■ If you’re going to do that, you need to be quick about it. 
[=you need to do it quickly] b chiefly Brit : in the act or pro¬ 
cess of doing (something) ■ Do it well while you’re about it. 
[=while you’re at it] • He seems to know what he’s about. [=to 
know what he’s doing] 

how about see ‘how 
what about see ‘what 
3 about adj 

out and about see ‘out 

about-face /a'baot'feis/ noun, pi -fac-es [count] 

1 : the act of turning to face in the opposite direction ■ The 
soldiers were ordered to do an about-face. 

2 : a complete change of attitude or opinion — usually sin¬ 
gular ■ After saying that he didn't want the job, he did an 
about-face and accepted the offer. 

about-turn /a'baot't^n/ noun, pi -turns [count] Brit 
m . ABOUT-FACE 
1 above /a'bAv/ adv 

1 : in or to a higher place ■ They stood under the tree and 
looked at the branches above. [ =overhead\ ■ The stars shone 
above. [=in the sky] ■ The stairs lead above [=upstairs] to the 
bedrooms. ■ up above and down below <* The opposite of ev¬ 
ery sense of above is below. 

2 : in or to a higher rank or number ■ Students in the grade 
above [=in the next grade] study algebra. ■ Groups of six and 
above [=of six or more] need reservations. ■ a game that is 


suitable for children at/of age 10 and above [=older ] 

3 : above zero ■ Temperatures range from 5 below to 5 
above. 

4 : higher, further up, or earlier on the same page or on a 
preceding page : at a previous point in the same document ■ 
Write to us at the address shown above. [=at the above ad¬ 
dress] • Except as noted above, all the information can be 
verified. ■ the person named above = the above- named per¬ 
son 

from above 1 : from a higher place or position ■ It looks 
like a cross when viewed from above. 2 : from someone 
with greater power or authority • waiting for orders from 
above 

2 abov eprep 

1 : in or to a higher place than (something) : over ■ He 
raised his arms above his head. ■ They hung a mirror above 
the mantel. • We rented an apartment above a restaurant. 
— opposite BELOW 

2 : greater in number, quantity, or size than (something) 
: more than (something) ■ Temperatures were above average 
all week. • men above 50 years old — opposite BELOW 

3 a : to a greater degree or extent than (something) ■ She 
values her private time above her fame, b : in a higher or 
more important position than (something) • He puts his 
child’s needs above his own. — opposite BELOW 

4 : having more importance or power than (someone) : hav¬ 
ing a higher rank than (someone) ■ A captain is above a lieu¬ 
tenant. [=a captain outranks a lieutenant] • Who is above him 
in that department? — opposite BELOW 

5 : too important for (something) : not able to be affected 
by (something) ■ She thinks that she’s above criticism/suspi¬ 
cion. [=that she cannot be criticized/suspected] — see also 
above the law at law 

6 : too good for (some type of behavior, work, etc.) ■ I 
thought you were above lying to people. [=1 thought such 
dishonest behavior was beneath you] ■ He was not above 
cheating when it served his purposes. [=he would cheat when 
it served his purposes] ■ Does she think she’s above that kind 
of work? [=does she think that kind of work is beneath her?] 

7 : more loudly and clearly than (another sound) ■ I heard 
the whistle above [: -over) the roar of the crowd. 

above all : as the most important thing : especially ■ 
Above all, we must consider what is best for the children. 
above and beyond : far beyond what is required by (some¬ 
thing, such as a duty) "He went above and beyond the call 
of duty. [=he did more than his duty required him to do] 
get above yourself chiefly Brit : to think you are more im¬ 
portant than you really are • We are pleased by his success, 
but we worry that he might be getting above himself, 
over and above see 2 over 

3 abOVe adj : mentioned at an earlier point in the same docu¬ 
ment : written above ■ You can contact me at the above ad¬ 
dress. [=at the address shown above] 

the above : something that is mentioned at an earlier point 
in the same document ■ If any of the above is incorrect, 
please let me know. • Contact any of the above [=any of 
the people mentioned above] for more information. • The 
correct answer is “none of the above." 
abOVe*board /3'bAV,bo3*d/ adj [more most ~] : open, 
honest, and legal ■ The committee tried to be fair and above¬ 
board in its hiring. ■ an aboveboard and responsible proposal 
■ She acted in a completely open and aboveboard way. 
abOVe*ground /3'bAv,graund/ adj, US : located or occur¬ 
ring above the ground ■ an aboveground swimming pool ■ 
aboveground nuclear tests — compare inground, under¬ 
ground; see also aboveground at ‘GROUND 
ab-ra-ca-dab-ra /.sebraka'dsebra/ interj — used as a word 
with magical power by a performer doing a magic trick • The 
magician said “ Abracadabra !’’ and the coin disappeared! 
abrade /a'breid/ verb abrades; abrad-ed; abrad-ing [+ 
obj] : to damage (something) by rubbing, grinding, or scrap¬ 
ing ■ skin abraded by shaving 
abra*Sion /3*brei33n/ noun, pi -sions 

1 [count] : an injury caused by something that rubs or 
scrapes against the skin ■ She fell and suffered cuts, bruises, 
and abrasions [-scrapes ] on her legs. 

2 [noncount] : the act or process of damaging or wearing 
away something by rubbing, grinding, or scraping ■ abrasion 
of rocks by wind and water 

1 abra«Sive /a'breisrv/ adj [more most ~] 

1 a : causing damage or wear by rubbing, grinding, or scrap¬ 
ing : of or relating to abrasion ■ The waves had an abrasive 
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action on the rocks, b : having a rough quality ■ an abrasive 
surface : used for rubbing something to make it smooth or 
shiny ■ an abrasive material ■ an abrasive cleaner 
2 : very unpleasant or irritating - He offended people with 
his abrasive [-irritating, grating] manner/personality. ■ abra¬ 
sive [-rude, offensive ] comments 

— abra«sive*ly adv ■ an abrasively obnoxious manner/per¬ 
sonality — abra-sive-ness noun [noncount\ 

2 abrasive noun, pi -sives [count] : a substance that is used 
for rubbing something to make it smooth, shiny, or clean 
: an abrasive substance 

abreast /a'brest/ adv — used to describe two or more peo¬ 
ple or things that are next to each other in a line - columns/ 
rows of five men abreast = columns/rows of men five abreast 

■ with seats two abreast on each side of the aisle 

abreast of 1 : next to (someone or something) ■ Another 
runner drew abreast of her. [=drew alongside her] 2 
: aware of or informed about (new occurrences, facts, etc.) 
■ She is always abreast of the latest political news. • He likes 
to keep/stay abreast of the news, 
abridge /a'bncfe/ verb abridg-es; abridged; abridg-ing 
[+ obj] 

1 : to shorten (a book, a play, etc.) by leaving out some parts 

■ abridge a dictionary by omitting rare/uncommon words 

— see also unabridged 

2 formal : to lessen the strength or effect of (something, such 
as a right) ■ unlawful attempts to abridge [-curtail, weaken ] 
freedom of speech 

— abridged adj ■ an abridged dictionary ■ an abridged edi¬ 
tion/version of a novel — abridgement or abridgement 
/a'bncfemant/ noun, pi -merits [count] an abridgment of a 
book ■ an abridgment of their right to freedom of speech 
[noncount] a dictionary shortened by abridgment 

abroad /a'braid/ adv 

1 : in or to a foreign country ■ an actress who is popular both 
here and abroad • both at home and abroad ■ He hopes to 
study /travel/work/go abroad next year. ■ The family came 
here from abroad [=from a foreign country] three years ago. 

2 formal : going from one person to the next: talked about 
or known about by many people ■ There are rumors abroad 
that the company is in trouble. ■ A feeling of unease has been 
abroad these last few weeks. 

3 old-fashioned : away from your home • She doesn’t go 
walking abroad [= outside] at night. 

ab*ro«gate /'«ebre,geit/ verb -gates; -gat-ed; -gating [+ 

obj] formal 

1 : to end or cancel (something) in a formal and official way 

■ abrogate a law ■ abrogate a treaty 

2 : to fail to do what is required by (something, such as a re¬ 
sponsibility) ■ The company’s directors are accused of abro¬ 
gating their responsibilities. 

— ab*ro*ga*tion /.zebra'geijan/ noun, p/-tions [count, non- 
count] 

abrupt /a'brApt/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : very sudden and not expected ■ There was an abrupt 
change in the weather. ■ The road came to an abrupt end. ■ 
The storm caused an abrupt power failure. 

2 a : talking to other people in a very brief and unfriendly 
way ■ He is friendly with customers but abrupt (in his deal¬ 
ings) with his employees. • She has an abrupt manner, b 
: rudely brief ■ an abrupt [-curt, brusque] reply 

— abruptly adv ■ The party ended abruptly when the police 
arrived. ■ She turned abruptly and walked away. ■ The land 
dropped off abruptly. — abruptness noun [singular] 
There is an abruptness in her manner, [noncount] I was 
surprised by the abruptness of her manner. 

abS plural of AB 

ABS abbr antilock braking system 

ab-scess /' 2 eb,ses/ noun, pi -scess-es [count] medical : a 
painful area of inflamed tissue that is filled with pus 

— ab-scessed /' 2 eb,sest/ adj ■ an abscessed tooth [=an in¬ 
fected tooth that has caused an abscess in the gum] 

ab«SCond /seb'skaind/ verb -sconds; -scond*ed; 
-scond-ing [no obj] formal 

1 : to go away or escape from a place secretly ■ The suspect 
absconded to Canada. ■ Several prisoners absconded from 
the jail. 

2 : to go away and take something that does not belong to 
you — + with ■ a banker who absconded with all the money 

— ab*scond*er noun, pi -ers [count] 

ab*seil /'zeb.seil/ verb -seils; -seiled; -selling [no obj] 
chiefly Brit : rappel 


ab«sence /'sebsans/ noun, pi -senc«es 

1 [singular] : a state or condition in which something expect¬ 
ed, wanted, or looked for is not present or does not exist: a 
state or condition in which something is absent ■ There was 
an absence [=lack] of enthusiasm in the crowd. [=the crowd 
was not enthusiastic] ■ The products showed a remarkable 
absence of defects. ■ In the absence of reform [=without re¬ 
form], progress was slow. ■ With the (continued) absence of 
rain [=because of the lack of rain], crops have begun to diy 
up. 

2 [count] a : a failure to be present at a usual or expected 
place ■ He had many absences from work. ■ I expected to see 
her and was surprised by her absence. • He was conspicuous 
by his absence. [=it was very noticeable that he was not 
present] b : a period of time when someone is not present 
at a place, job, etc. ■ She returned to the company after a 
long/prolonged absence. — see also leave of absence ■$- 
The saying absence makes the heart grow fonder means that 
you tend to like someone better when that person goes away 
for a time. ■ She’ll be away for a month, but you know what 
they say— absence makes the heart grow fonder. 

In someone’s absence 1 : while someone is away • The 
study was completed in her absence. 2 : in the place of 
someone who is not present ■ He was asked to speak in his 
brother’s absence. 

1 ab*sent /'sebsant/ adj 

1 : not present at a usual or expected place ■ They were talk¬ 
ing about absent friends. [=friends who were not there] ■ an 
absent father who is not home most of the time • The soldier 
was absent without leave. [=AWOL; absent without having 
permission to be absent] ■ Most of the executives attended 
the meeting, but the company president was conspicuously 
absent. [= conspicuous by his absence ; it was very noticeable 
that the company president was not there] — often +from ■ 
She was absent from work/school on three occasions. 

2 : not present at all : not existing ■ a gene that occurs in 
mammals but that is absent in birds ■ a landscape in which 
vegetation is almost entirely absent — sometimes + from ■ 
Vegetation is almost entirely absent from the landscape. 

3 always used before a noun : showing that a person is think¬ 
ing about something else : showing a lack of attention to 
what is happening or being said ■ He made an absent reply to 
her question as he continued to watch the TV. ■ There was an 
absent [= distracted] look on her face. 

— ab*sent*ly adv ■ He replied absently to her question. 
2 ab-sent /seb'sent/ verb -sents; -sensed; -sent*ing 

absent yourself formal: to go or stay away from something 
■ He absented himself from the meeting. 

3 ab-sent /'sebsant/ prep, US, formal : in the absence of 
(something) : without ■ Absent any objections, the plan will 
proceed. ■ Absent such an agreement we can go no further, 
ab-servtee /^bsan'ti:/ noun, pi -tees [count] : a person 
who is not present in a usual or expected place : a person 
who is absent ■ There were 10 sick absentees that day. 
absentee ballot noun, pi ~ -lots [count] US : a vote that 
is submitted before an election by a voter who is not able to 
be present when the election occurs 
ab-sen-tee-ism /(Sebsan'ti^izam/ noun [noncount] : a ten¬ 
dency to be away from work or school without a good rea¬ 
son : the practice or habit of being absent from work or 
school ■ Her office has a high rate of absenteeism. [=people in 
her office are frequently absent f rom work] 
absentee landlord noun, pi ~ -lords [count] : someone 
who owns and rents property but does not live on or near the 
property and rarely visits it 
absentia see in absentia 

ab*Sent«m ind-ed /.zebsan^maindad/ adj : tending to for¬ 
get things or to not notice things : having or showing a lack 
of attention ■ Her absentminded husband forgot their anni¬ 
versary. ■ She did the chores in an absentminded way. 

— ab-sent-mind-ed-ly adv • Her husband absentmindedly 
forgot their anniversary. — ab-sent*mind*ed>ness noun 
[noncount] • She mislaid her keys in a fit of absentminded¬ 
ness. [-absence of mind] 

ab-sinthe also ab*sinth /'£eb,sm0/ noun [noncount] : a 
green alcoholic drink that has a very strong and bitter flavor 
ab»SO»lute /'3ebsa,lu:t/ adj 

1 always used before a noun : complete and total ■ You can’t 
predict the future with absolute certainty. ■ 1 have absolute 
faith/confidence in her ability to get the job done. • He swore 
an oath of absolute secrecy. ■ When it comes to using com¬ 
puters, I’m an absolute beginner. — often used informally to 
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make a statement more forceful ■ I swear that what I'm tell¬ 
ing you is the absolute truth. ■ He was an absolute disgrace to 
his family. ■ That’s absolute nonsense/rubbish! ■ (US) That 
restaurant serves the absolute best Mexican food I’ve ever 
eaten. [=that restaurant serves absolutely the best Mexican 
food I’ve ever eaten] — sometimes used with the most ■ 
That’s the most absolute nonsense/rubbish I ever heard! 

2 a : not limited in any way ■ a ruler with absolute power - a 
ruler whose power is absolute • absolute authority b : hav¬ 
ing unlimited power ■ The country is ruled by an absolute 
dictator/monarch, c : ruled by someone with unlimited 
power ■ The country is an absolute monarchy. 

3 : not allowing any doubt ■ He says that he has absolute 
[ -certain ] proof that his client is innocent. 

4 a : never changing : always true or real ■ You have the ab¬ 
solute right to remain silent. ■ an absolute requirement = a re¬ 
quirement that is absolute ■ absolute [=unqualified] freedom 
b : not depending on or compared with anything else ■ The 
company has grown in absolute terms, but its share of the 
market is actually less than it was a few years ago. 

— ab-so-lute-ness noun [noncount ] ■ the absoluteness of 
the king’s power ■ the absoluteness of his certainty 
ab'SO*lute*ly /'£ebs3,lu:tli /adv 

1 : in an absolute way: such as a : completely or totally ■ 
He is absolutely certain who will win. ■ Let me make one 
thing absolutely clear. ■ Keep absolutely quiet during the 
movie. — often used to make a statement more forceful ■ 
We had an absolutely wonderful time. ■ I absolutely love the 
car. ■ His fans have gone absolutely crazy over his latest CD. ■ 
That restaurant serves absolutely the best food I’ve ever eat¬ 
en. b : with unlimited power ■ The king ruled absolutely. 

2 — used in speech as a forceful way of saying “yes” or of 
expressing agreement ■ “Would you like to see a movie to¬ 
night?” " Absolutely !” ■ “We all need to work harder.” " Abso¬ 
lutely !” Absolutely not is used in speech as a forceful way 
of saying “no” or of expressing disagreement. ■ “Do you 
think he’s right?” “ Absolutely notV ’ 

absolute zero noun [ noncount ] technical : the temperature 
that is believed to be the lowest possible temperature Ab¬ 
solute zero is equal to approximately -273.15°C or -459.67°F. 
ab-solu-tion AzebsaMurJan/ noun [noncount] formal : the 
act of forgiving someone for having done something wrong 
or sinful : the act of absolving someone or the state of being 
absolved ■ He asked the priest to give/grant him absolution 
for his sins. 

ab-SOlve /ab'zadv/ verb -solves; -solved; -solving [+ 

obj] formal 

1 : to make (someone) free from guilt, responsibility, etc. ■ 
He was absolved of the responsibility of repaying the loan. 
[=he was not required to repay the loan] ■ His youth does not 
absolve him from being guilty for these crimes. = His youth 
does not absolve him of guilt for these crimes. 

2 : to give forgiveness to (someone who has sinned) or for (a 
sin) ■ He asked the priest to absolve him (of his sins). = He 
asked the priest to absolve his sins. 

ab*SOrb /ab'so^b/ verb -sorbs; -sorbed; -sorbdng [+ obj\ 

1 a : to take in (something, such as a liquid) in a natural or 
gradual way ■ A sponge absorbs water. ■ Plant roots absorb 
moisture. ■ a fabric that absorbs sweat — often used as (be) 
absorbed • Water is absorbed by plants through their roots. ■ 
nutrients that are absorbed into the body b : to draw in 
(heat, light, energy, etc.) ■ The walls are made of a material 
that absorbs sound. ■ absorbing heat from the sun 

2 a : to learn (something) ■ She is good at absorbing informa¬ 
tion/knowledge. ■ He has retained the values that he ab¬ 
sorbed as a young man. b : to take in and make (some¬ 
thing) part of a larger group, country, etc. ■ a country that 
has absorbed many immigrants ■ smaller countries invaded 
and absorbed by/into bigger ones 

3 : to take up the whole interest or attention of (someone) ■ 
His interest in photography absorbs him completely. * I was 
so absorbed by her story that I lost track of time. If you 
are absorbed In something, you are fully involved in it. ■ She 
was (completely) absorbed in [=lost in] thought. "He quickly 
found himself absorbed in [^engrossed by] the movie. 

4 : to prevent (something harmful or unwanted) from pass¬ 
ing through ■ The frame of the car absorbed the impact. 

5 a : to accept or deal with (something that is difficult, 
harmful, etc.) ■ The company has had to absorb many set¬ 
backs in the past year. ■ The expenses were absorbed 
[-borne] by his family, b : to use up (something) ■ His work 
absorbs almost all of his time. 


— ab-sorb-able /ab'soababal/ adj [more most ~] ■ nutri¬ 

ents absorbable by the body — ab-sorb-er noun, pi -ers 
[count] • a moisture absorber — see also shock absorber 
— absorbing adj [more most ~] ■ The book includes an 

absorbing [-engrossing, fascinating] account of her child¬ 
hood. — ab-sorp-tion /ab'sofrp/an/ noun [noncount] ■ the 
absorption of water by a sponge ■ the absorption of nutri¬ 
ents by the body ■ heat/noise absorption ■ His absorption in 
his work was total. [=he was totally absorbed in his work; 
he gave all his attention to his work] 

ab*SOr*bent /ab'soa^ant/ adj [more most ~] : able to 
take in and hold liquid : able to absorb liquid ■ an absorbent 
cotton fabric ■ highly/very absorbent paper towels 

— ab-sor-ben-cy /ab'soabansi/ noun [noncount] 
ab*Stain /ab'stein/ verb -stains; -stained; -stain-ing [no 

obj] 

1 : to choose not to do or have something — usually +from ■ 
He abstained from taking part in the discussion. ■ I need to 
abstain from eating [=1 need to not eat] for at least 12 hours 
before my blood test. ■ abstain from (drinking) alcohol 

2 : to choose not to vote ■ Ten members voted for the pro¬ 
posal, six members voted against it, and two abstained. 

— ab-stain-er noun, pi -ers [count] 
ab*Ste*mi*OUS /seb'sti.’mijas/ adj [more most ~] formal 

: not eating and drinking too much ■ She is known as an ab¬ 
stemious eater and drinker. ■ an abstemious diet 

— ab-ste-mi-ous-ly adv - ab-ste-mi-ous-ness noun 
[noncount] 

ab*Sten*tion /ab'stenjan/ noun.pl -tions : the act or prac¬ 
tice of abstaining: such as a [noncount]: the act of choosing 
not to do or have something ■ He started drinking again after 
a long period of abstention. [= abstinence ] — usually + from • 
abstention from drugs and alcohol b : a formal refusal to 
vote on something [count] There were 10 ayes, 6 nays, and 2 
abstentions when the vote was taken, [noncount] a high rate 
of voter abstention 

ab*sti-nence /'sebstanans/ noun [noncount] \ the practice 
of not doing or having something that is wanted or enjoyable 
: the practice of abstaining from something ■ The program 
promoted sexual abstinence for young people. — often + 
from • abstinence from sex ■ He started drinking again after a 
long period of total/complete abstinence from alcohol. 

— ab*sti-nent /'sebstanant/ adj ■ He stopped drinking and 
has remained totally abstinent. 

1 abstract /ab'strgkt. 'sebiStrsekt/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : relating to or involving general ideas or qualities rather 
than specific people, objects, or actions ■ abstract thinking ■ 
abstract ideas/concepts such as love and hate ■ “Honesty” is 
an abstract word. ■ The word “poem” is concrete, the word 
“poetry” is abstract. — opposite 2 concrete 2 

2 of art : expressing ideas and emotions by using elements 
such as colors and lines without attempting to create a realis¬ 
tic picture ■ abstract art ■ an abstract painting/painter 

— ab-stracMy /seb'strsektli/ adv • a child learning to think 
abstractly — ab>stract*ness /seb'strsektnas/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

2 ab-stract /'zeb.strsekt/ noun, pi -stracts [count] 

1 : a brief written statement of the main points or facts in a 
longer report, speech, etc. : summary 

2 ; an abstract work of art (such as a painting) ■ an artist ad¬ 
mired for his abstracts 

in the abstract : without referring to a specific person, ob¬ 
ject, or event: in a general way ■ thinking about freedom 
in the abstract 

3 ab*stract Aeb'striekt/ verb -stracts; -stract-ed; -stract- 

Ing [+ obj\ 

1 : to make a summary of the main parts of (a report, 
speech, etc.) : to make an abstract of (something) ■ abstract 
[-summarize] an academic paper 

2 : to obtain or remove (something) from a source ■ Data for 
the study was abstracted from hospital records. 

3 chiefly Brit, humorous : to steal (something) ■ She accused 
him of abstracting [=pinching] some money from her purse. 

ab*Stract«ed /seb'straktad/ adj [more most ~] somewhat 

formal : not paying attention to what is happening or being 
said : thinking of other things ■ She said hello but she seemed 
a bit abstracted. 

— ab*stract«ed*ly adv 

ab*Strac*tion /seb'strsekjan/ noun, pi -tions 
1 [noncount] : the act of obtaining or removing something 
from a source : the act of abstracting something • abstraction 
of data from hospital records 
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2 formal : a general idea or quality rather than an actual per¬ 
son, object, or event : an abstract idea or quality [count] 
“Beauty” and “truth” are abstractions, [noncount] the ab¬ 
straction [=abstract quality] of his ideas 

3 [ noncount ] somewhat formal : the state of someone who is 
not paying attention to what is happening or being said : an 
abstracted state ■ She gazed out the window in abstraction. 

ab-struse /ab'struis/ adj [more most ~] formal : hard to 
understand • Her subject matter is abstruse. ■ abstruse [=ob- 
scure] concepts/ideas/theories 

— ab-struse-ly adv - ab-struse-ness noun [noncount] 
ab*surd /ab'sa-d/ adj [more most ~] : extremely silly, 

foolish, or unreasonable : completely ridiculous • an absurd 
situation ■ The charges against him are obviously/patently 
absurd. • an absurd idea/suggestion/argument ■ absurd hu¬ 
mor 

the absurd 1 : a state or condition of extreme silliness or 
foolishness : an absurd or ridiculous state ■ Her ideas once 
seemed reasonable, but now they verge on the absurd. 2 
: things that are absurd • a filmmaker who is fascinated 
with the absurd 

— ab-sur*di*ty /ab'sa-dati/ noun, pi -ties [noncount] They 
laughed at the absurdity of the situation, [count] the ab¬ 
surdities of life — ab*surd*ly adv ■ The directions were ab¬ 
surdly complicated. ■ absurdly high prices 

abun-dance /a'bAndans/ noun : a large amount of some¬ 
thing : an abundant amount of something [singular] The 
city has an abundance of fine restaurants. [=has many fine 
restaurants] ■ a plant with an abundance of flowers [non¬ 
count] a plant known for the abundance of its flowers • We 
are fortunate to live in a time of great abundance. [=a time 
when there is much food, money, etc.] 

in abundance : in large amounts ■ The city has fine restau¬ 
rants in abundance. ■ The flowers grew in great abundance. 
abun-dant /a'bAndant/ adj [more most ~] : existing or 
occurring in large amounts ■ Rainfall is more abundant in 
summer. ■ It is the most abundant bird in the forest. ■ an 
abundant supply of food ■ He offers abundant evidence that 
he is right. ■ a society abundant in things to buy/do 
synonyms see plentiful 

— abun-dant-ly adv • flowers blooming/growing abundant¬ 
ly • It is abundantly [=extremely] clear/obvious that this 
problem will not be easily solved. 

1 abuse /a'bjuiz/ verb abus*es; abused; abus-lng [+ obf\ 

1 : to treat (a person or animal) in a harsh or harmful way ■ 
He abused [=mLstreated] his wife both mentally and physical¬ 
ly. ■ abuse a dog ■ He was accused of sexually/physically/psy¬ 
chologically abusing a child. 

2 : to use or treat (something) in a way that causes damage ■ 
He abused his body with years of heavy drinking. ■ He had 
abused his first car by not taking care of it. 

3 : to use (something) wrongly ■ abuse [=misuse] a privilege ■ 
She abused her friend’s trust. ■ a senator who abuses his pow¬ 
er ■ He abused my confidence by letting this secret be 
known. 

4 : to use too much of (a drug, alcohol, etc.) ■ a drug that is 
abused by many people ■ He was known to abuse alcohol. 

5 : to attack (someone) in words ■ The fans were verbally 
abusing the referee. 

— abused adj • providing help for abused children/women 
— abus-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a child abuser ■ office¬ 
holders who are abusers of privilege ■ alcohol/cocaine/ 
drug/substance abusers 

2 abuse /a'bjuis/ noun, pi abus»es 

1 : the act or practice of abusing someone or something: 
such as a : harmful treatment of a person or animal [non¬ 
count] He subjected his wife to physical and emotional 
abuse. • child abuse ■ sexual abuse [plural] The government 
has been accused of human rights abuses. [=of violating the 
basic rights of people by treating them wrongly] b [non- 
count] : the use or treatment of something in a way that 
causes damage ■ his abuse [=mistreatment] of his body 
through poor eating habits ■ These toys can stand up to a lot 
of abuse. [=can be handled roughly without being damaged] 
C : the act or practice of using something wrongly [non¬ 
count] the governor’s abuse [=mtsuse] of his power/privileges 
[count] the buying of votes and other election abuses d 
[noncount]: the act or practice of using too much of a drug, 
alcohol, etc. ■ abuse of alcohol ■ drug/substance abuse 

2 [noncount] : harsh and insulting language ■ She was sub¬ 
jected to every term of abuse her boss could think of. ■ a tor¬ 
rent/stream of verbal abuse ■ The prisoner hurled/shouted/ 
screamed abuse at the judge. 


abu-sive /a'bjuisiv/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : using harsh and insulting language • He spoke to her in 
an abusive manner. = He was abusive when he spoke to her. • 
abusive language ■ The fans yelled abusive comments to the 
referee. ■ a verbally abusive fan 

2 : using or involving physical violence or emotional cruelty 

■ an abusive parent • protecting wives from abusive husbands 

■ people in abusive relationships 

— abu-sive-ly adv ■ The boss treated the staff abusively. 
— abu-sive-ness noun [noncount] 

abut /a'bAt/ verb abuts; abut-ted; abut-tlng formal : to 
touch along an edge [+ obj] Their property abuts [-adjoins] 
our property. = Their property and our property abut each 
other. [=their property is directly next to our property; an 
edge of their property touches an edge of our property] [no 
obj] Their property and our property abut. — often + on • 
Their property abuts on our property. 

— abut-ter /a'bAta 1 / noun, pi -ters [count] 
abut*ment /a'bAtmant/ noun, pi -merits [count] technical 

: a heavy structure that supports something (such as a 
bridge) ■ The car crashed into a bridge abutment. 
a-buzz /a'bAz/ adj, informal : filled with excited talk about 
something — usually + with ■ Washington is abux with [=is 
buzzing with] rumors of a scandal, 
abys-mal /a'bizmal/ adj [more most ~] : extremely poor 
or bad ■ They were living in abysmal ignorance/poverty. ■ 
abysmal [-horrible] living conditions ■ The team had an abys¬ 
mal [-awful] record. ■ Her grades were abysmal, [-terrible] 

— abys-maMy adv ■ abysmally ignorant ■ The house is in 
abysmally poor condition. 

abyss /a'bis/ noun, pi abyss>es [count] : a hole so deep or a 
space so great that it cannot be measured • the ocean’s abyss¬ 
es ■ I stood at the edge of the cliff and gazed down into the 
yawning/gaping abyss. [=chasm] — often used figuratively ■ 
He says that there is a widening abyss between the rich and 
the poor. • She was pulled down into an abyss of despair. 
AC abbr 1 US air-conditioning ■ an apartment equipped 
with AC 2 alternating current 
aca-cia /a'keija/ noun, pi -cias [count] : a shrub or tree that 
grows in warm regions and that has white or yellow flowers 
ac-a-de-mia /,2ek3'di:mij3/ noun [noncount]: the life. Com¬ 
munity, or world of teachers, schools, and education ■ She 
found the business world very different from academia. 

1 ac«a»dem«lc /iseka'demik/ adj 

1 usually used before a noun : of or relating to schools and 
education ■ She received awards for her academic achieve¬ 
ments/accomplishments. ■ 1 spent my academic career at 
one school. ■ The board set tough academic standards for 
graduation. • He was offered a teaching job and decided to 
return to academic life. 

2 : having no practical importance : not involving or relat¬ 
ing to anything real or practical ■ His interest in sailing is 
purely academic. He’s not a sailor himself. ■ It was a question 
of only academic [= theoretical] interest. 

3 [more most ~] chiefly Brit : good at studying and at 
passing exams : good at academics ■ He’s not very academic, 
but he’s good with his hands. 

— ac*a*dem*i*caMy /jaska'demikli/ adv ■ He did well 
enough academically to be accepted at many colleges. 1 an 
academically gifted student 

2 academlc noun, pi -ics 

1 [count]: a person who is a teacher in a college or universi¬ 
ty ■ The book appeals to academics and to the general pub¬ 
lic. 

2 academics [plural] chiefly US : courses of study taken at a 
school or college ■ She excelled at academics. • He only cares 
about sports. He has no interest in academics. 

academic year noun, pi years [count] : the time during 
a year when a school has classes -$* In the U.S., the academic 
year usually begins in September and ends in May or June, 
acad-e-my /a'kajdami/ noun, pi -mles [count] 

1 a : a school that provides training in special subjects or 
skills ■ a military/naval academy ■ a riding/tennis academy 
b US : a private high school — used in proper names ■ a stu¬ 
dent at Smith Academy 

2 : an organization of people who work to support art, sci¬ 
ence, or literature — used in proper names ■ the National 
Academy of Sciences • a Fellow of the Royal Academy 

Academy Award trademark — used for an award given 
by part of the U.S. film industry to the best actors, directors, 
etc., of the year 

a Cap-peMa /.aika'pela, Brit ,aek2e'pel3/ adv : without in- 
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strumental music ■ The choir sings a cappella. 

— a cappella adj ■ a cappella singing/songs 

ac-cede /aek'siid/ verb -cedes; -ced*ed; -ceding [no obj ] 
formal 

1 : to agree to a request or a demand — usually + to ■ The 
government was forced to accede to their demands. 

2 : to enter a high office or position ■ His son acceded upon 
the king’s death. — usually + to • He acceded to the throne 
[=he became king] in 1838. 

ac*cel*er*ate /ik B sel3,reit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing 

1 : to move faster : to gain speed [no obj\ She stepped on 
the gas and the car accelerated. • The plane accelerated down 
the runway. [+ obj] She stepped on the gas and accelerated 
the car. — opposite decelerate 

2 : to cause (something) to happen sooner or more quickly 
[+ obj] He says that cutting taxes will help to accelerate eco¬ 
nomic growth. ■ Conditions accelerated our departure, 
^conditions caused us to depart sooner] [no obj] The rate of 
economic growth has continued to accelerate. 

— accelerated adj • Changes have occurred at an accelerat¬ 
ed pace/rate. ■ She’s taking an accelerated course in En¬ 
glish. [=a course in which English is taught at a faster pace 
than usual] — accelerating adj ■ an accelerating rate 

aC«Cel-er-a-tion /ikgsela'reijan/ noun 

1 : the act or process of moving faster or happening more 
quickly : the act or process of accelerating [noncount] The 
car delivers quick/rapid acceleration. ■ The car has good ac¬ 
celeration. [=the car is able to accelerate quickly] ■ There has 
been some acceleration in economic growth, [singular] 
There has been an acceleration in economic growth. 

2 [noncount] physics : the rate at which the speed of a mov¬ 
ing object changes over time 

ac-cel-er-a-tor /ik'seta.reita 1 / noun,pi -tors [count] 

1 : a pedal in a vehicle that is pressed down to make the ve¬ 
hicle go faster ■ hit/press the accelerator = step on the accel¬ 
erator — called also ( US ) gas pedal, see picture at CAR 

2 technical : a machine that causes charged particles (such 
as electrons and protons) to move at extremely high speeds • 
a particle accelerator 

1 ac-cent /*aek,sent, Brit ‘aeksant/ noun, pi -cents 

1 [count] : a way of pronouncing words that occurs among 
the people in a particular region or country ■ Regional ac¬ 
cents are common in the U.S. ■ She spoke with an American/ 
English accent. ■ The tourist had a foreign accent. ■ He has a 
heavy/thick southern accent. ■ a slight/light/faint accent ■ a 
French/German/Italian accent 

2 [count] : greater stress or force given to a syllable of a word 
in speech ■ The word “before” has the accent on the last sylla¬ 
ble. ■ Put the accent on the first syllable of the word. 

3 [count] a : a mark (such as 1 or,) used to show the part of 
a word that should be given greater stress when it is spoken 

— called also accent mark b : a mark placed above a letter 
to show how it should be pronounced ■ The accents in the 
French word “emigre” show how the letter “e” should be 
pronounced. — called also accent mark 

4 [singular] : special concern or attention : emphasis — 
usually + on ■ This year’s new TV shows put/place the/an ac¬ 
cent on youth. ■ Our accent is on providing our customers 
with dependable service. 

5 [count] : a small decorative object or detail that is different 
from the things that are around it ■ This type of plant is often 
used as a decorative accent. • used accents of bright colors in 
the new room ■ accent colors/lighting/plants 

2 ac-cent /"aek^ent, Brit ak'sent/ verb -cents; -cent-ed; 
-cent-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to give special attention to (something) ■ His speech ac¬ 
cented [= highlighted, emphasized] positive parts of the plan. 

2 : to say (part of a word) with greater stress or force • When 
you say “before,” you should accent the second syllable. = 
You should accent the word “before” on the second syllable. 

accented adj [more most ~] 

1 : pronounced with stress ■ an accented syllable 

2 : spoken with a foreign accent ■ He spoke heavily/strong¬ 
ly/slightly accented English. 

accent mark noun, pi ~ marks [count] 

1 : 1 accent 3a 
2 : 1 accent 3b 

aC'Cen-tU-ate /aek'senlf3,weit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at*ing 

[+ obj] : to make (something) more noticeable ■ He likes to 
wear clothes that accentuate his muscular build. ■ We felt 
that the article accentuated [-emphasized] the positive as¬ 
pects of the program. 


— ac-cen*tu«ation /ik.sentfa'wei/an/ noun [noncount] 
ac«cept /ik'sept/ verb -cepts; -cept-ed; -cept-ing 

1 a : to receive or take (something offered) [+ obj] accept a 
gift ■ accept a proposal ■ accept a bribe ■ accept an assign¬ 
ment/invitation/offer ■ They offered him the job, and he ac¬ 
cepted it. [no obj] They offered him the job, and he accepted. 
b [+ obj]: to take (something) as payment ■ The store doesn’t 
accept credit cards. C [+ obj] : to be able or designed to take 
or hold (something) • a surface that will not accept ink ■ a 
computer program ready to accept commands 

2 [+ obj]: to agree to (something) : to agree to receive or al¬ 
low (something) ■ accept a telephone call ■ They accepted 
some applications and rejected others. ■ She’s still trying to 
get her manuscript accepted for publication. ■ I accept your 
apology. ■ They refused to accept his resignation. 

3 [+ obj] a : to think of (something) as true, proper, or nor¬ 
mal ■ a word that has come to be accepted as standard ■ This 
treatment is now accepted by many doctors. ■ He refused to 
accept the decision. ■ I accepted his advice and joined the 
health club. ■ They accepted [=believed] her explanation. ■ 
The theory is widely accepted as correct. = It is widely ac¬ 
cepted that the theory is correct, b : to stop denying or re¬ 
sisting (something true or necessary) ■ She found it difficult 
to accept change. ■ The truth is sometimes hard to accept. ■ 
He behaved badly, and now he has to accept the consequenc¬ 
es. ■ He has to accept the fact that his baseball career is over. 
[=he has to admit that his baseball career is over] ■ He was 
unwilling to accept [-believe] that he could no longer play as 
he once had. C : to admit that you have or deserve (some¬ 
thing, such as blame or responsibility) ■ accept blame ■ I ac¬ 
cept responsibility for the accident, d : to be willing to have 
or experience (something) ■ To be a successful investor you 
have to accept some risk. ■ She accepted [-took on, faced] the 
challenge of starting her own business. 

4 [+ obj] a : to allow (someone) to join a club, to attend a 
school, etc. ■ The club accepted her as a member but rejected 
her sister. ■ She was accepted at/by Georgetown University, 
b : to regard (someone) as belonging to a group ■ She felt 
that her in-laws had never really accepted her (as a member 
of the family). ■ She doesn’t yet feel accepted (by her in-laws). 
■ The new family was quickly accepted into the community. 

— accepted adj ■ an accepted practice ■ an accepted defini¬ 
tion ■ a widely accepted truth — ac*cept*er or ac*cep-tor 
/ik'septa*/ noun, pi -ters or -tors [count] 

ac*cept*able /ik'septabal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : capable or worthy of being accepted ■ acceptable and un¬ 
acceptable noise levels ■ an acceptable excuse • socially ac¬ 
ceptable behavior — sometimes + to ■ We’re trying to find a 
solution that will be acceptable to everyone. 

2 : fairly good ; satisfactory ■ It was an acceptable perfor¬ 
mance, although not an outstanding one. ■ She plays an ac¬ 
ceptable game of tennis. 

— ac*cept*abil*l*ty /ik.septa'bilati/ noun [noncount] — ac¬ 
ceptably /ik'septabli/ adv 

aocep-tance /ik'septans/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the act of accepting something or someone ■ acceptance 
of a gift ■ acceptance of the truth ■ acceptance of responsibil¬ 
ity ■ her acceptance into the club ■ The university has sent me 
a letter of acceptance. ■ He delivered an acceptance speech 
after he was chosen as the party’s presidential nominee. 

2 : the quality or state of being accepted or acceptable ■ His 
theories have won/gained/found general/widespread accep¬ 
tance. [=many people regard his theories as correct] 

1 ac»cess /*aek,ses/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a way of getting near, at, or to something or someone * 
All public buildings should provide wheelchair access. [=a 
way for people in wheelchairs to enter] ■ The cup holders are 
placed for easy access. [=so that they can be easily reached] 

— often + to ■ The town wants to increase public access to 
beaches. ■ A dirt road provides access to the home. 

2 : a way of being able to use or get something ■ We have In¬ 
ternet access at the library. — usually + to ■ We have access 
to the Internet at the library. ■ I don’t have access to a car 
right now. [=1 don’t have a car that I can use right now] ■ Pa¬ 
tients need better access to medical care. ■ increasing chil¬ 
dren’s access to education ■ They tried to gain illegal access to 
the company’s network. — see also access time 

3 : permission or the right to enter, get near, or make use of 
something or to have contact with someone — usually + to ■ 
They refused to give the police access to their home. • di¬ 
vorced parents who want increased/improved access to their 
children ■ Investigators are trying to gain/get access to his fi¬ 
nancial records. [=trying to get the right to see his financial 
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records] ■ He was granted/denied access to the report. {=he 
was given/refused permission to see the report] 

2 access verb -cess-es; -cessed; -cess-ing [+ obj] : to 
gain access to (something): such as a : to be able to use, en¬ 
ter, or get near (something) ■ The new system makes it easier 
to access the money in your bank account. ■ Your favorite 
radio stations can be accessed at the touch of a button, b 
: to open or load (a computer file, an Internet site, etc.) ■ The 
file loads every time you access the Web site. ■ The file can be 
accessed by many users at the same time. • She could work at 
home by remotely accessing the company’s network. • You’ll 
need a password to access the database. 
aC’CeS*Si-ble /ik'sesabal/ adi [more most ~] 

1 : able to be reached or approached • The inn is accessible 
by train and bus. ■ The mall is accessible from the highway. 

2 : able to be used or obtained — often + to ■ The informa¬ 
tion should be accessible [ ^available ] to all. 

3 : easy to appreciate or understand "His writing is more ac¬ 
cessible now than it once was. [=is more easily understood 
now] ■ It is a fascinating and accessible book. ■ accessible art 

4 of a person : easy to speak to or deal with ■ You’ll find that 
the teachers here are quite accessible. 

— ac*ces-si*bil-i-ty /ik,ses3'bil3ti/ noun [noncount] ■ the 
easy accessibility of the beach ■ the accessibility of her art 
— ac-ces-si-bly /ik'sesabli/ adv [more most —] ■ He 
writes accessibly about complex topics, 
ac-ces-sion /ik'sejan/ noun, pi -S\Of\S foimal 

1 [noncount] : the act or process by which someone rises to a 
powerful and important position ■ the accession of Queen 
Elizabeth II — often + to ■ Queen Victoria’s accession to the 
crown/throne occurred in 1837. [=she became queen in 
1837] ■ upon his accession to the Supreme Court ■ the king’s 
accession to power 

2 [count] : something that is added to a collection at a muse¬ 
um • The museum has put its latest accessions [^acquisitions] 
on display. 

ac-ces-so-rize (US) or Brit ac»ces-so*rise /ik'sEsa,raiz/ 
verb -riz*es; -rized; -riz-ing : to add accessories to (some¬ 
thing, such as clothing) [+ obj] an outfit accessorized with a 
pair of diamond earrings [no obj] a stylish young woman 
who knows how to accessorize 
ac-ces-SO*ry /ik'sEsari/ noun, pi -ries [count] 

1 : something added to something else to make it more use¬ 
ful, attractive, or effective ■ fashion/clothing accessories such 
as scarves, handkerchiefs, bracelets, and rings ■ automotive 
accessories ■ computer accessories 

2 law : someone who helps another person commit a crime ■ 
He is wanted as an accessory to murder. ■ She was charged as 
an accessory before/after the fact [=someone who helps a 
criminal before/after a crime has been committed] 

access time noun [noncount] technical : the time required 
to get stored information from a computer memory 
ac»ci«dent /'aeksadant/ noun, pi -dents [count] 

1 : a sudden event (such as a crash) that is not planned or in¬ 
tended and that causes damage or injury ■ We got in a car ac¬ 
cident. = We had a car accident. ■ a traffic accident ■ a fatal 
accident ■ a motorcycle accident ■ He was injured in an acci¬ 
dent at work. ■ The accident happened when her car slid on a 
patch of ice. ■ Investigators are still trying to determine the 
cause of the accident. ■ “I’m sorry that I broke the bowl.*’ 
“That’s OK. It was just an accident." = “That’s OK. Accidents 
will happen." An accident waiting to happen is a person or 
thing that is dangerous or unsafe. ■ My brother is the clumsi¬ 
est person I know. He’s just an accident waiting to happen. 

2 : an event that is not planned or intended : an event that 
occurs by chance ■ Their meeting was an accident. ■ It is just 
an accident that they arrived when they did. ■ She says that 
her pregnancy was an accident. ■ His wealth is a mere acci¬ 
dent of birth. [=he is wealthy only because he was born into a 
wealthy family] ■ He says that no one is to blame for his ill¬ 
ness. It was just an accident of nature. [=something that hap¬ 
pened naturally] ■ It is no accident that the assistant he hired 
is so good-looking. [=he deliberately chose a good-looking 
person to be his assistant] 

by accident : in a way that is not planned or intended ■ 
They met by accident. [=-by chance] ■ She says that she be¬ 
came pregnant by accident. [= unintentionally ] ■ Scientists 
discovered the vaccine almost/quite/entirely by accident. • 
Did it happen by accident [-accidentally] or by design? 
ac*ci*den*tal /,2eksa'dEnt]/ adi • happening in a way that is 
not planned or intended : happening by accident ■ an acci¬ 
dental discovery of oil ■ The timing of the announcement 


was purely accidental. : happening as an accident ■ an acci¬ 
dental shooting ■ The death was ruled accidental. 

— ac*ci*den*taMy /, 2 eksa'dentli/ adv ■ He accidentally de¬ 
leted the file. ■ The lock prevents the gate from opening ac¬ 
cidentally. ■ Did it happen accidentally [=by accident] or in¬ 
tentionally? ■ He bumped into her accidentally on 
purpose. [=he bumped into her on purpose but he tried to 
make it appear to be an accident] 

accident-prone adj [more most —] : tending to have 
many accidents • He is clumsy and accident-prone. 
1 aC*Claim /a'kleim/ noun [noncount] : strong approval or 
praise ■ Her performance in the ballet earned her critical ac¬ 
claim. ■ She deserves acclaim for all her charitable works. 
2 acclaim verb -claims; -claimed; -claim-ing [+ obj] : to 
praise (someone or something) in a very strong and enthusi¬ 
astic way ■ The critics have acclaimed her performance. — 
often used as (be) acclaimed ■ Her performance was ac¬ 
claimed by the critics. "He has been acclaimed as one of the 
best players in the league. 

— acclaimed adi [more most ~] ■ a critically acclaimed 
drama/performance ■ a highly/hugely/widely acclaimed 
play ■ the city’s most acclaimed restaurants 

ac-cla-ma-tion /, 2 ekla'meijan/ noun [noncount] 

1 : strong and enthusiastic approval or praise ■ Her perfor¬ 
mance in the ballet earned her thunderous applause and 
shouts of acclamation from the audience. ■ She has earned 
worldwide acclamation for her charitable works. 

2 : a vote to accept or approve someone or something that is 
done by cheers, shouts, or applause — usually used in the 
phrase by acclamation ■ The legislature passed the bill by ac¬ 
clamation. ■ The president was elected by acclamation. 

aC'Cli-mate /' 2 ekla,meit, Brit a'klaimat/ verb -mates; 
-mat-ed; -mat-ing US : to adjust or adapt to a new climate, 
place, or situation — usually + to [no obj] He was never real¬ 
ly able to acclimate to the hot weather. [=to get used to the 
hot weather] ■ The mountain climbers spent a few days accli¬ 
mating [=becoming adjusted] to the high altitude. [+ obj] I 
acclimated myself to the hot weather. ■ You might need to ac¬ 
climate your plants to bright sunlight gradually. ■ We took a 
few days to get acclimated to our new teacher. 

— aocli*ma-tion Aaekla'meijan/ noun [noncount] 
ac*cli*ma*tize also Brit ac-cli-ma-tise /a'klaimadaiz/ 

verb -tiz*es; -tized; -tiz-ing : to adjust or adapt to a new 
climate, place, or situation : acclimate — usually + to [no 
obj] The mountain climbers spent a few days acclimatizing 
[^becoming adjusted] to the high altitude. [+ obj] The moun¬ 
tain climbers spent a few days acclimatizing themselves to 
the high altitude. 

— ac»cll*ma-ti'Za-tion also Brit ac-cli-ma-ti-sa-tion 

/a^laimata'zeijan, Brit Ojklaima^ai'zeiJbn/ noun [non- 
count] 

aC*CO*lade /' 2 eka,leid/ noun, pi -lades [count] : an award 
or an expression of praise ■ There is no higher accolade at 
this school than an honorary degree. — often plural ■ She 
has been winning accolades [=she has been receiving praise] 
for her performances in small plays. ■ The movie’s special ef¬ 
fects have drawn accolades from both fans and critics. 
[=have been praised by both fans and critics] 
ac*COm*mo*date /a'kaima^eit/ verb -dates; -dat-ed; 
-datdng 

1 [+ obj] a : to provide room for (someone) : to provide a 
place to stay and sleep for (someone) ■ The hotel can only ac¬ 
commodate about 100 people. [=is only large enough for 
about 100 people] ■ Over 600 people can be accommodated 
on the cruise ship, b : to have room for (someone or some¬ 
thing)- The ceilings were too low to accommodate his terrif¬ 
ic height. ■ The table accommodates [=seats] 12 comfortably. 

■ This ancient stadium could accommodate [-hold] up to 
60,000 people. 

2 [+ obj] somewhat formal : to do something helpful for 
(someone) ■ They were kind enough to accommodate me 
with a ride to the train station. : to provide what is needed or 
wanted for (someone or something) ■ I asked them for addi¬ 
tional money, and they accommodated me with a loan. ■ He 
would often change his schedule to accommodate his clients. 

■ New facilities are being added to accommodate the special 
needs of elderly residents. 

3 : to get used to or become comfortable with something 
: to adapt or adjust to something [no obj] Smart investors 
quickly accommodated to the new market conditions. [+ 
obj] Smart investors quickly accommodated themselves to 
the new market conditions. = Smart investors quickly be- 



accommodating • according to 


10 


came accommodated to the new market conditions, 
accommodating adj [more most ~] : willing to do 
what someone else wants or requests ■ The chef can be very 
accommodating [-obliging], often cooking meals that aren’t 
even on the menu. • She seems less accommodating to the de¬ 
mands of her boss than she used to be. 

aC^COnvmO'da'tion/d'kaima'deiJdn/ noun, pi -tions 

1 a accommodations [plural] US : a place (such as a room 
in a hotel) where travelers can sleep and find other services ■ 
We need overnight accommodations [=lodging] for four peo¬ 
ple. ■ They weren’t sure if they could provide food and ac¬ 
commodations for the whole group. ■ The accommodations 
on board the boat are a bit cramped, b [ noncount] chiefly 
Brit: a place where people can live, stay, or work ■ We need 
overnight accommodation [=lodging] for four people. ■ office 
accommodation 

2 formal a : an agreement that allows people, groups, etc., 
to work together [singular] He hoped to reach an accommo¬ 
dation with the new owners, [noncount] Negotiators were 
convinced that accommodation with the union was possible, 
b : something done to provide what is needed or wanted for 
someone or something [singular] He changed his schedule 
as an accommodation to his clients, [noncount] Changes 
were made for the accommodation of differing viewpoints. 

aC"COm-pa*ni-ment /a'kAinpanimant/ noun, pi -merits 

1 : music played to support a person who is singing or play¬ 
ing a musical instrument [noncount] She sings without mu¬ 
sical accompaniment, [count] — usually singular • She sang 
the song with a piano accompaniment. • She sang the song to 
the accompaniment of a piano. l=while a piano played] 

2 [count]: something that is added to another thing to make 
it better or more appealing ■ A nice tie was a fine accompani¬ 
ment to his new suit.; especially : something added to or 
served with food or a meal • This dish can be served as an ac¬ 
companiment to/for most meat main dishes. • This wine is a 
good accompaniment for/of spicy foods. 

3 [count] : something that is done or that happens at the 
same time as something else • She studied Italian as an ac¬ 
companiment to her classes in art history. ■ She made the an¬ 
nouncement to the accompaniment of loud applause. 
[=there was loud applause while she made the announce¬ 
ment] 

aC*COm*pa*nist /a'kAmpanist/ noun, pi -nlsts [count] 
: someone who plays a musical instrument while another 
person is singing or playing the main part : someone who 
plays an accompaniment - He will be her accompanist on the 
piano. 

ac*COm«pa«ny /a'kAmpani/ -verb -nies; -nied; -ny-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 : to go somewhere with (someone): to be a companion for 
(someone) ■ She will accompany me to the store. ■ Ten adults 
accompanied the class on their field trip. ■ Children under 17 
must be accompanied by an adult to see this movie. 

2 a : to go together with (something) : to be included with 
(something) ■ A delicious sauce accompanied the grilled fish. 

— often used as (be) accompanied • The text is accompanied 
by over 100 photographs and charts, b : to happen or occur 
at the same time as or along with (something) — usually 
used as (be) accompanied ■ Low rates of unemployment are 
often accompanied by high inflation. ■ The thunderstorm 
was accompanied by high winds. 

3 : to play music with (someone who is singing or playing 
the main tune) : to perform an accompaniment for (some¬ 
one) ■ He will be accompanying her on the piano. 

— accompanying adj ■ Call the phone number in the ac¬ 
companying booklet for further information. 

accompli see fait accompli 

ac*COm*plice /a'kcumplas/ noun, pi -plic*es [count] : a 
person who works with or helps someone who is doing 
something wrong or illegal • He was convicted as an accom¬ 
plice to murder. ■ a murderer’s accomplice • She was an un¬ 
witting accomplice to tax fraud. [=she didn't know that she 
was helping someone to commit tax fraud] 
ac«COm*plish /a'kaimplif/ verb -plish*es; -plished; 
-plish-ing [+ obj] : to succeed in doing (something) ■ They 
have accomplished [=done, achieved] much in a very short 
period of time. • He finally felt like he had accomplished 
[-done] something important. • There are several different 
ways to accomplish the same task. ■ It’s amazing what you 
can accomplish [=do] through/with hard work. ■ Exactly 
what he thought he would accomplish is unclear. 


— ac«com*plish*able /a'^amplijabal/ adj [more most 
~] 

accomplished adj [more —; most —] 

1 : very skillful: having or showing the skill of an expert ■ an 
accomplished [=expert] pianist/artist/writer • She has the 
confidence of an accomplished athlete. ■ an accomplished 
[= excellent] performance 

2 : very successful : having done or achieved many good or 
important things • He is one of the school’s most accom¬ 
plished graduates. 

ac«COm*plish*ment /a'kcumphjmant/ noun, pi -merits 

1 [count] : something done, achieved, or accomplished suc¬ 
cessfully • Her family is proud of all her academic accom¬ 
plishments. ■ one of the greatest scientific accomplishments 
of the century 

2 [noncount] : the successful completion of something : the 
act of accomplishing something ■ We celebrated the accom¬ 
plishment of all our goals. ■ When the work was done, he had 
a sense of accomplishment. [=he felt that he had done some¬ 
thing good] ■ a public official with a solid record of accom¬ 
plishment [=of doing good things successfully] 

3 : a special skill or ability gained by practice or training 
[count] Her knowledge of foreign languages is among her 
many accomplishments. [noncount ] a young woman of ac¬ 
complishment [=an accomplished young woman] 

1 ac*COrd /a'koad/ noun, pi -cords 

1 [count] : a formal or official agreement ■ The two sides 
were able to reach an accord. ■ a peace accord 

2 [noncount] : a situation or state in which people or things 
agree ■ His ideas and mine were completely/fully in accord. - 
His ideas were completely/fully in accord with mine. [=his 
ideas and mine agreed completely] ■ They dressed up for the 
festival in accord with [=in accordance with] the custom. 

of its own accord 4- If something happens of its own accord , 
it happens by itself without anyone causing it to happen. ■ 
The tree fell of its own accord. 

of your own accord 4- If you do something of your own ac¬ 
cord , you do it because you want to, not because someone 
has asked you or forced you to do it. • They left of their 
own accord. 

with one accord chiefly Brit, formal : all together ■ They 
rose with one accord from their seats. 

2 accord verb -cords; -cord-ed; -cord-ing [+ obj] formal 
: to give (something, such as special treatment or status) to 
someone or something ■ He was accorded certain favors be¬ 
cause of his age. ■ Her students accorded her respect. = Her 
students accorded respect to her. = She was accorded respect 
by her students. • We accord great importance to education. 
[=we treat education as very important] 
accord with [phrasal verb] accord with (something) : to be in 
agreement with (something) - His interpretation of the 
data did not accord with the facts. • His plans for the com¬ 
pany did not accord with my own. 
aC*COr*dance /a'ko&dns/ noun 
in accordance with : in a way that agrees with or follows 
(something, such as a rule or request) ■ In accordance with 
your request, I am sending a copy of my book. • His funer¬ 
al will be private, in accordance with his wishes. • The sol¬ 
dier said that he acted in accordance with his orders. 
aocord»ing-ly /a'koadiijli/ adv 

1 : in a proper or appropriate way : in a way that suits the 
facts, needs, or requirements of a situation ■ He knew his 
limitations and acted accordingly. • She is considered a man¬ 
ager and is paid accordingly. ■ The car is made with the best 
materials and is priced accordingly. 

2 : as a result: therefore - His campaign manager wanted 
to find out how people felt. Accordingly [consequently], he 
took an opinion poll of the local voters. 

according to prep 

1 ; as stated, reported, or recorded by (someone or some¬ 
thing) • According to a recent survey, most Americans drive 
to work. [=a recent survey says that most Americans drive to 
work] ■ According to rumors I’ve heard, he was fired for steal¬ 
ing from the company. 

2 : as directed or required by (rules, directions, etc.) • She al¬ 
ways did everything according to the rules. • I cooked the rice 
according to the directions on the box. • Everything went ac¬ 
cording to plan. [=everything went as it had been planned] 

3 : in a way that is based on (something) ■ He arranged the 
books on the shelf according to [=by] their size. • He was paid 
according to how quickly he worked. 
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ac-cor-di-on /a'kojrdijan/ 
noun, pi -ons [count] : a mu¬ 
sical instrument that is shaped 
like a box and that is held in 
your hands and played by 
pulling its sides apart and then 
pushing them together while 
pressing buttons and keys 
- ac-cor-di-on-ist 
/a'koa-dijanist/ noun, pi 
-ists [count] 

aC'COSt /a'kaist/ verb -costs; accordion 

-cost*ed; -costing [+ obj] 

: to approach and speak to (someone) often in an angry, ag¬ 
gressive, or unwanted way ■ He was accosted by three gang 
members on the subway. ■ She was so famous that people 
would accost her on the street and ask for an autograph. 

1 ac-count /a'kaunt/ noun, pi -counts 

1 a [count] : a record of money that has been paid and mon¬ 
ey that has been received : BILL ■ the difference between the 
debit and credit sides of an account — see also expense ac¬ 
count b accounts [plural] : records of income and ex¬ 
penses ■ We always keep very good accounts. ■ an accounts 
department ■ The company’s accounts show a profit this 
year: our accounts receivable exceed our accounts payable. 
[=the money owed to us exceeds the money we owe] 

2 [count]: an arrangement in which a bank keeps a record of 
the money that a person puts in and takes out of the bank ■ 
We opened new accounts at a bank last week. ■ I took out my 
money and closed my account. ■ You can withdraw up to 
$1,000 a day from your account. ■ Every week, she puts/de¬ 
posits a part of her paycheck into a separate account. • set¬ 
ting up a bank account • My wife and I keep our money in a 
joint account. l=an account that both of us can use] — often 
used before another noun ■ Please enter your name and ac¬ 
count number. ■ You can check your account balance [=the 
amount of money in your account] on the Internet. — see 
also CHECKING ACCOUNT, SAVINGS ACCOUNT 

3 [count] : a company’s record of the products or services 
used by a customer and of the money that the customer 
owes or has paid to the company ■ I don’t have the money 
right now. Put it on my account. = Charge it to my account. ■ 
If you return the clothes, the store will credit your account. 
[=you will not have to pay for the clothes] ■ When do you in¬ 
tend to settle your account ? [=pay what you owe] — see also 
charge account, credit account In figurative use, 
to settle an account or to settle accounts with someone is to 
do something that brings a final end to an argument, dis¬ 
agreement, etc. ■ She’s decided to settle accounts with her old 
political rivals. 

4 [count] : a business arrangement in which a person or com¬ 
pany regularly buys products or services from a particular 
company ■ She makes sure that all of the company’s accounts 
[=customers, clients] make the necessary payments. ■ We just 
lost the Smith account. ■ That company was one of our big¬ 
gest/best accounts. ■ She will be our account manager. [=the 
person who manages our account] 

5 [count] : an arrangement in which a person uses the Inter¬ 
net or e-mail services of a particular company ■ I use two 
separate e-mail accounts. 

6 [count] : a description of an event or situation : a story or 
report about something ■ personal/firsthand/eyewitness ac¬ 
counts from the war ■ According to one account , the party 
was a complete disaster. — often + of m She gave the police a 
full/complete/detailed account of what happened. ■ We read 
an account of her trip to Paris. ■ a written account o/his long 
and successful career 

7 [count] : a list or description of facts ■ #ur goal is to give an 
accurate account of the process. ■ an account of how the sys¬ 
tem works ■ The document is an account of the country’s 
reasons for going to war. 

8 [count] : a reason or explanation for an action • You will be 
asked to give an account of your actions. [=to explain the 
reasons for your actions] • He could give no account of what 
he did with the money. — often used in the formal phrase on 
that account ■ I hope we won't lose our friendship on that ac¬ 
count. [=for that reason] 

9 [noncount] formal : value or importance — used in the 
phrases of no account and of little account • He felt that his 
opinions were of no account to the others. [=he thought that 
the other people didn’t care about his opinions] ■ It’s of little 
account what I may think about it. — see also no-account 
bring/call (someone) to account : to require (someone) to 


explain and accept punishment or criticism for bad or 
wrong behavior ■ He was called to account by his boss for 
failing to spot the mistake in the company’s records. 
by/from all accounts : according to all of the different de¬ 
scriptions of something ■ By all accounts , the band put on a 
great show, [^everyone says that the band put on a great 
show] ■ She was, by all accounts , good at her job. ■ They 
seemed, from all accounts , to have a happy marriage. 
by your own account : according to what you have said 
about your own life or experiences ■ By her own account , 
that was the worst performance of her career. [=she said 
that was her worst performance] ■ They had, by their own 
account , a wonderful time. 

give a good account of yourself : to perform well espe¬ 
cially in a competition ■ If I ever had to fight, I think I 
could give a good account of myself, 
on account of : because of : for the reason of ■ The game 
was canceled on account of the rain. ■ They were treated 
badly on account of their beliefs. ■ On account of his bad be¬ 
havior, he will not be allowed to play with the new toy. 
on no account or not on any account chiefly Brit : for no 
reason : under no circumstances — used to say that some¬ 
thing will not or should not happen ■ On no account should 
the children be left at home alone. ■ They said that on no 
account would they leave before the end of the game. 
on someone’s account : because of someone : in order to 
please someone ■ Don’t leave on our account. [=because of 
us] ■ You didn’t have to clean your room on my account. I 
don’t care if your room is dirty. 
on your own account 1 : by yourself : on your own 
: without the help of others • She bought the house entirely 
on her own account. ■ He left the company and went into 
business on his own account. 2 : for your own sake : in 
order to make a situation good for yourself ■ I’m doing it 
on my own account , not for anyone else. 
take (something) into account or take account of (some¬ 
thing) : to think about (something) before doing some¬ 
thing (such as making a decision) : consider ■ Try to take 
our feelings into account. [=try to think about how we will 
feel] ■ Other issues must be taken into account before a 
choice can be made. ■ She did very well on the test when 
you take into account how little she studied. ■ She takes no 
account of my feelings. [=she doesn’t consider how I feel] • 
The new health plan fails to take account of the fact that 
many people cannot pay for their medicine. 
turn (something) to (good) account formal : to gain or 
profit from (something) : to take advantage of (something) 
■ Is there a way to turn this situation to good account ? 
2 account verb -counts; -count*ed; -count-ing [+ obj]for- 
mal: to think of (someone or something) in a specified way 
— usually used as (be) accounted ■ Their first project was ac¬ 
counted [considered] a success. 

account for [phrasal verb] 1 account for (something) a 
: to give a reason or explanation for (something) ■ Eventu¬ 
ally, you will need to account for your actions/behavior. ■ 
How do you account for [-explain] your success? The in¬ 
formal saying there’s no accounting for taste means that 
there is no way to understand why some people like some¬ 
thing while other people do not. ■ I don’t see why they 
liked the movie, but there’s no accounting for taste, b : to 
be the cause of (something) ■ The disease accounted for 
over 10,000 deaths last year. ■ These new features account 
for the computer’s higher price. ■ The disease cannot be ac¬ 
counted for [=explained] by genetics alone. There must be 
other causes as well. C : to make up or form (a part of 
something) ■ Women account for [ constitute , compose] 
only 25 percent of our employees, d US : to think about 
(something) before doing something : to take (something) 
into consideration ■ The researchers failed to account for 
the fact that most of the students were poor. 2 account 
for (someone or something) a : to show what happened 
to (someone or something) ■ We have to account for the 
time [=to say how much time] we spend on each activity. ■ 
I’ll have to account for the money I spent.: to know the lo¬ 
cation of (someone or something) ■ The government 
couldn’t account for millions of dollars of the taxpayers’ 
money. "Is everyone accounted fori [=do we know where 
everyone is?] ■ All present and accounted for. [=everyone 
who is supposed to be here is here] b : to destroy or kill 
(someone or something) ■ Enemy fighters have accounted 
for most of our bombers. Sir.; also, chiefly Brit : to defeat 
or beat (someone or something) ■ We accounted for [= dis¬ 
patched !] the challengers 3-2. 
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ac-count-able /a'kauntabal/ adj, not used before a noun 

1 : required to explain actions or decisions to someone — 
usually + to ■ Political leaders need to be accountable to the 
people they represent. ■ a powerful businessman who seems 
to think that he’s accountable [^answerable ] to no one 

2 : required to be responsible for something ■ If anything 
goes wrong I will hold you personally accountable\ — often 
+for ■ They hold you accountable for your mistakes. ■ Each 
child is accountable ^responsible] for his or her own behav¬ 
ior. 

— ac-count-abil-f-ty /3,k h 2eunt3'bil3fi/ noun [noncount] • 
We now have greater accountability in the department. 
[=people in the department can now be held more respon¬ 
sible for what happens] ■ corporate accountability 

ac-couri'tant /a'kauntpt/ noun, pi -tants [count] : some¬ 
one whose job is to keep the financial records of a business 
or person 

ac-count-ing /a'kaunt u}/ noun [ noncount] : the skill, sys¬ 
tem, or job of keeping the financial records of a business or 
person — often used before another noun ■ an accounting 
firm ■ traditional accounting methods 
ac*COU*tred or ac-COU-tered /a’kuit&d/ adj, literary : pro¬ 
vided with equipment or clothing • The knight's horse was 
properly accoutred for battle. 

ac-cou-tre-ment or us ac-cou-ter-ment /a'kurtremant, 
a'kurtamant/ noun, pi -merits [count] : a piece of clothing 
or equipment that is used in a particular place or for a par¬ 
ticular activity — usually plural • The room had a fully 
stocked bar and all the accoutrements of a first-class hotel, 
aocred-it /o'kredat/ verb -its; -it-ed; -it-lng [+ obj] 

1 : to say that something is good enough to be given official 
approval ■ The association only accredits programs that meet 
its high standards. • The program was accredited by the 
American Dental Association. 

2 : to give (someone) credit for something : credit ■ The in¬ 
vention of scuba gear is accredited to Jacques Cousteau. 

3 ; to send (someone, such as an ambassador) to act as an of¬ 
ficial representative ■ accredit an ambassador to France 

— ac-cred-i-ta-tlon ^kreda'tei/an/ noun [noncount] • The 
school/hospital lost its accreditation. • the accreditation of 
an ambassador — accredited adj • an accredited college/ 
hospital ■ She was enrolled at an accredited law school. 

ac-cre-tion /a'kri./an/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount]: a gradual process in which layers of a material 
are formed as small amounts are added over time ■ rocks 
formed by the slow accretion of limestone — often used fig¬ 
uratively • The gradual accretion of detail creates a complex 
and moving story. 

2 [count]: something that has grown or accumulated slowly 
: a product or result of gradual growth ■ strangely shaped 
limestone accretions • There was an accretion of ice on the 
car’s windshield. 

ac-crue /a'kru:/ verb -crues; -crued; -cru-lng formal 

1 : to increase in value or amount gradually as time passes 
: to grow or build up slowly [no obj] I’ll get back all the 
money I invested, plus any interest and dividends that have 
accrued. — often + to ■ interest and dividends that have ac¬ 
crued to me (+ obj] investments that have accrued interest 
and dividends 

2 [no obj]: to come to or be given to someone — usually + to 
• the advantages/benefits that accrue to us [=that we receive] 
as members of a free society 

— ac-cru-al /a'krurwal/ noun, pi -als [count] an accrual of 
interest [noncount] money gained by accrual of interest 
— accrued adj ■ I’ll get back all the money I invested, plus 
any accrued interest and dividends. 

ac-cu-mu*late /a'kjurnya.leit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -fat¬ 
ing 

1 [+ obj] : to gather or acquire (something) gradually as time 
passes ■ She has slowly accumulated [=amassed] a fortune. ■ 
You can accumulate [=eam] bonus points by participating in 
surveys. • The police have been accumulating [collecting] 
evidence of his guilt. 

2 [no obj]: to increase gradually in amount as time passes ■ A 
large amount of debris has accumulated [collected] at the 
construction site. • Evidence of his guilt is accumulating. 

— ac-cu-mu-la-tlon /^lyuiraja'leijan/ noun, pi -tions 
[noncount] the accumulation of evidence against him 
[count] The company’s goal was a slow, steady accumula¬ 
tion of profits. • The disease is caused by accumulations of 
fat in the kidneys. 

ac-cu*mu-la-tive /o'kjurmjalativ/ adj : growing or increas¬ 


ing over time : cumulative • The accumulative effect of his 
injuries forced him to retire. 
ac*CU*ra*Cy /'aelcjarasi/ noun 

1 : freedom from mistake or error : the quality or state of 
being accurate : correctness [noncount] Each experi¬ 
ment is performed twice to ensure accuracy. • The police 
questioned the accuracy of his statement. • He could not say 
with any accuracy what he had seen, [singular] She shot free 
throws with an accuracy of 80 percent. [=80 percent of her 
free throws were accurate/successful] 

2 [noncount] : the ability to work or perform without mak¬ 
ing mistakes ■ Several managers have tried to increase the 
speed and accuracy of the workers. 

ac«CU«rate Aekjarat/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : free from mistakes or errors • The model is accurate 
down to the tiniest details. • an accurate account/record/re¬ 
port/description • Her novel is historically accurate, • He 
needed a more accurate [=precise] term to describe the pro¬ 
cedure. ■ an accurate throw/shot [=a throw/shot that does 
not miss its target] — opposite inaccurate 

2 ; able to produce results that are correct: not making mis¬ 
takes • an accurate reporter ■ an accurate measuring device ■ 
The machines were not yet accurate enough to give useful 
results. — opposite inaccurate 

— ac-CU-rate-ly adv ■ It is very difficult to accurately predict 
the weather. • The book’s title does not accurately reflect 
its subject. 

ac-cursed /a'ka-st, 3*k^s odj adj, old-fashioned 

1 : having very bad luck : placed under a curse ■ an accursed 
[=cursed\ team that can’t seem to win a game 

2 : very bad : greatly or strongly disliked • I couldn’t wait to 
get out of that accursed [=cursed. damned] place. 

ac*CU*Sa*tion /^ekja'zei/an/ noun, pi -tions : a claim that 
someone has done something wrong or illegal: a charge that 
someone has committed a fault or crime [count] Investiga¬ 
tors have made/brought/leveled accusations of corruption 
against a group of former officials. • The police are investi¬ 
gating serious accusations of wrongdoing. ■ He denied/reject¬ 
ed the accusation that he had lied to the police. ■ a false accu¬ 
sation [noncount] There was a hint/tone of accusation in his 
voice when he asked her where she had been. 
ac*CU*sa*tive/3 l k h ju:z3tiv/ noun [noncount]grammar: the 
form of a noun or pronoun when it is the direct object of a 
verb or the object of a preposition • a noun in the accusative 

— called also objective\ compare nominative 

— accusative adj • the accusative case 
ac*CU*sa*tO*ry /a’kju.zajori, Brit a’kjurzalri/ adj [more 

most ~]: accusing or blaming someone : assigning blame or 
fault • He pointed an accusatory finger at the suspect. ■ The 
book has a harsh, accusatory tone. 
ac*cuse /a'kju:z/ verb -cus-es; -cused; -cus-lng [+ obj] 
: to Blame (someone) for something wrong or illegal: to say 
that someone is guilty of a fault or crime • He was unjustly 
accused. — often + of ■ He was accused of stealing the mon¬ 
ey. ■ His children have accused him of neglect. • You can’t ac¬ 
cuse him of being rude: he’s always extremely polite. ■ She 
has been accused of murder. = She stands accused of mur¬ 
der. — sometimes used humorously • No one could ever ac¬ 
cuse him of being overly modest. [=he is not modest] 

— ac-CUS-er noun, pi -firs [count] ■ She deserves the chance 
to meet/confront her accuser. — accusing adj [more 
most —] ■ She gave him a very accusing look. ■ The gover¬ 
nor pointed an accusing finger at the legislature [=said the 
legislature was to blame] for failing to approve her budget. 
— ac-cus-lng-ly /3'k^ju:zii)li/a</v ■ She looked at him ac¬ 
cusingly. ■ “What did you do?” he asked accusingly. 

accused noun 

the accused : a person who is charged with a crime ■ The 
accused was found not guilty. : a group of people who are 
charged with a crime • The accused were found not guilty. 
ac-CUS-tom /a'kAstam/ verb -toms; -tomed; -tom-lng [+ 
obj] : to cause (someone) to become adjusted to or familiar 
with something — + to • trying to gradually accustom the 
students to their new surroundings ■ The time he spent in the 
army has accustomed him to rising early in the morning. ■ 
He’ll have to accustom himself to life in a new country. [=he 
will have to become adjusted to life in a new country] 
ac-CUS-tomed /a'kAstamd/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : familiar with something so that it seems normal or usual 

— + to • She is accustomed to [-used to] life/living on the 
farm. • We have become/grown/gotten more accustomed to 
their traditions and routines. • He is accustomed to doing 
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what he wants to do. [=he usually does what he wants to do] 
2 always used before a noun, formal : usual or regular • at her 
accustomed [=customary\ lunch hour ■ She arrived early 
enough to get her accustomed seat in the front row. 

1 ace /'eis/ noun, pi ac*es [count] 

1 : a playing card with one large figure in its center that can 
be the card with either the highest or lowest value ■ the ace 
of spades/diamonds/hearts/clubs — see picture at playing 
card 

2 : a pereon who is very skilled at something ■ a computer 
ace ■ the ace of the team’s pitching staff [=the best pitcher on 
the team] — often used before another noun • an ace me¬ 
chanic/reporter 

3 : a point scored on a serve that an opponent fails to hit in 
tennis ■ She won the match by scoring more than 30 aces. 

4 US : a score of one on a hole in golf : hole in one ■ He 
got/shot/scored an ace on the eighth hole. 

an ace In the hole ( US ) or chiefly Brit an ace up your 
sleeve If you have an ace in the hole or an ace up your 
sleeve , you have a powerful and often secret weapon, ad¬ 
vantage, etc., that you can use if it is needed. ■ The mayor’s 
popularity among elderly voters gives him an ace in the 
hole for the coming election. 

hold all the aces : to have a strong advantage over others in 
a contest, competition, etc. • As the strike continues into 
its second week, it appears that the company holds all the 
aces in its negotiations with the strikers. 
within an ace of informal: very near to (doing something) ■ 
They were/came within an ace of winning the champion¬ 
ship. [=they almost won the championship] 

2 ace verb aces; aced; ac-ing [+ obj] 

1 US, informal : to earn a very high grade on (an examina¬ 
tion) : to get a grade of A on (an examination) ■ He aced the 
test. ■ She aced her entrance exams. : to perform very well 
on (a test or challenge) ■ He aced his annual physical. 

2 : to score an ace against (an opponent in tennis) ■ He aced 
his opponent on the last point of the match. 

3 US : to score an ace on (a hole in golf) ■ She aced the 14th 
hole. [=she had a hole in one on the 14th hole] 

acer-bic /a'sabik/ adj [more most ~] somewhat formal 
: expressing harsh or sharp criticism in a clever way • acerbic 
comedy ■ an acerbic playwright ■ the film’s most acerbic crit¬ 
ics ■ his acerbic wit 

— acer-bi-caMy /a's^bikli/ adv 
acet-amin-ophen /a^iita'nnnafan/ noun [noncount] US 

: a medicine that is us#d to relieve pain and fever 
acet*y*lene /a'scfian/ noun [noncount] : a gas that bums 
with a very hot flame which is used to melt and connect 
pieces of metal 

1 ache /'eik/ verb aches; ached; ach-ing [no obj] 

1 : to produce a dull continuous pain : to hurt in a way that 
is constant but not severe ■ Her muscles were aching from 
shoveling snow. ■ After running the marathon, his body 
ached for a week. ■ The candy’s so sweet that it makes my 
teeth ache. — often used figuratively ■ His heart ached [=he 
felt sad and sorry] for the children begging on the streets. 

2 : to want or desire something or someone very much — 
often + for • After years of war, most people are aching 
[=longing, yearning] for peace. ■ Her heart ached for him. — 
often followed by to + verb ■ I’ve been aching to see you. 

2 ache noun, pi aches [count] : a pain that is not sharp but 
continues for a long time - He had a dull ache in his back 
from lifting boxes all day. ■ muscle aches — often used in 
combination with parts of the body ■ a head ache * a stomach- 
ache ■ toothaches — often us#d figuratively • She looked 
through the old pictures with a dull ache in her heart. 
Aches and pains are many small pains that happen at the 
same time and make people feel uncomfortable. ■ Symptoms 
of the flu include fever, general aches and pains, and sore 
throat. ■ the many aches and pains of old age 

— achy /*eiki/ adj ach-i-er; -est • My feet are tired and 
achy from walking all day. 

achieve /a'tfiiv/ verb achieves; achieved; achieving 

1 [+ obj] : to get or reach (something) by working hard • This 
year, our company was able to achieve [accomplish, attain] 
all of its production goals. ■ He worked hard and achieved 
success. [=became successful] ■ a diet that achieves dramatic 
results ■ With much practice, she has achieved a high level of 
skill. ■ They achieved high scores on their math tests. 

2 [no obj] : to become successful : to reach a goal • We give 
students the skills they need in order to achieve in college. 

— achievable /a'tfiivabal/ adj [more most ~] • achiev¬ 
able goals 


achieve-ment /a'tfi.vmant/ noun, pi -merits 

1 [count] : something that has been done or achieved 
through effort : a result of hard work ■ The discovery of 
DNA was a major scientific achievement. • It was a great/ex- 
traordinary/remarkable achievement. • Getting the project 
done on time was a real achievement. 

2 [noncount] : the act of achieving something ■ a high level of 
artistic achievement [accomplishment] : the state or condi¬ 
tion of having achieved or accomplished something ■ Tests 
measure students’ academic achievement. [s=measure how 
much the students have learned] ■ The students were award¬ 
ed (with) certificates of achievement. [=documents saying 
that they reached an academic goal] ■ Repairing the car by 
himself gave him a real sense of achievement. [=a proud 
feeling of having done something difficult and worthwhile] 

achiev-er /a'tfrvaV noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who 
achieves success : a successful person ■ Both of his brothers 
are achievers. = Both his brothers are high achievers. [=both 
his brothers are hardworking and successful] ■ a low achiever 
[=an unsuccessful person who does not work hard] — see 

also OVERACHIEVER, UNDERACHIEVER 

AchiMes’ heel /a'kriiz-/ noun, pi ~ heels [count] : a fault 
or weakness that causes or could cause someone or some¬ 
thing to fail ■ I’m trying to lose weight, but ice cream is my 
Achilles’ heel. • This year, the team’s Achilles’ heel is its pitch¬ 
ing. (=the team could fail because of its poor pitching] 
Achilles tendon noun, pi ~ -dons [count] medical : the 
body part that joins the muscles of the lower leg to the bone 
of the heel 

achOO /a'tfu.V interj — used to represent the sound of a 
sneeze 

1 ac*id /'eesad/ noun, pi acids 

1 chemistry : a chemical with a sour taste that forms a salt 
when mixed with a base [count] the acids in your stomach 
[noncount] the kinds of acid found in your stomach An 
acid has a pH of less than 7. Very strong acids are able to 
burn holes in things. — compare ^ase 6, PH 

2 [noncount] slang : lsd • His friend dropped acid [=took 
LSD] at the concert. 

2 acid adj [more most ~] 

1 always used before a noun : of, relating to, or having the 
qualities of an acid • He washes his windows with an acid so¬ 
lution of vinegar and water. ■ an acid [=sour] taste ■ This kind 
of plant grows well in acid [=acidic] soil. ■ Their pizza gives 
me acid indigestion. [=a burning feeling in the stomach] 

2 : sharp, strong, and critical in tone ■ He made some very 
acid [-biting, caustic] comments. ■ acid remarks 

— acld-i-ty /a'sidati/ noun [noncount] ■ They measured the 
acidity of the soil. ■ the acidity [=tartness, sourness] of lem¬ 
on juice — ac-id-ly adv ■ She acidly refers to her former 
husband as “that little man.” 

acid«lc /a'sidik/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : having a very sour or sharp taste ■ an acidic sauce/wine 

2 : containing acid ■ The soil in our garden is very acidic. • 
the acidic water of a polluted lake — compare ALKALINE 

acid*i«fy /a'sidajfai/ verb -ties; -fled; -fy-ing technical: to 
cause (something) to become acidic [+ obj] Pollution acidi¬ 
fied the soil, [no obj] Pollution caused the soil to acidify. 

— acid-i-fi«ca>tlon /a.sidafa'kei/an/ noun [noncount] 
acid rain noun [noncount] : rain that contains dangerous 

chemicals because of smoke from cars and factories ■ trees 
damaged by acid rain 

acid test noun [singular] : a difficult situation or task that 
shows if someone or something is good enough to succeed ■ 
The new team faced its first acid test when it played the na¬ 
tional champions. — compare litmus test 

ac-knowl*edge /ik'ncclicfe/ verb -edg*es; -edged; -edg¬ 
ing [+ obj] 

1 : to say that you accept or do not deny the truth or exis¬ 
tence of (something) : admit ■ They acknowledged that the 
decision was a mistake. ■ Do you acknowledge that you 
caused this mess? ■ I acknowledge (the fact) that I hurt you, 
and for that I am sorry. ■ They readily/openly/grudgingly ac¬ 
knowledged their mistake. ■ She won’t acknowledge responsi¬ 
bility for her actions. ■ He refuses to acknowledge the author¬ 
ity of the court. [=he denies that the court has authority] 

2 : to regard or describe (someone or something) as having 
or deserving a particular status • They acknowledge him as 
their leader. = They acknowledge him to be their leader. — 
usually used as (be) acknowledged • She is widely/generally 
acknowledged as one of the world’s best chefs. [=many peo¬ 
ple regard her as one of the world’s best chefs] • Her pastries 
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are acknowledged to be the best. ■ This part of the city is ac¬ 
knowledged to have the best restaurants. 

3 : to tell or show someone that something (such as a letter 
or message) has been received ■ He quickly acknowledges all 
of my e-mails when he receives them. • Please acknowledge 
receipt of this letter. ■ She acknowledged the gift with a card. 
■ She acknowledged his greeting with a smile. 

4 : to show that someone has been seen and recognized : to 
look at or talk to (someone) ■ She walked right by me with¬ 
out even acknowledging me. ■ The players acknowledged 
their fans by waving their hands and blowing kisses into the 
crowd. • He refuses to acknowledge her existence/presence. 

5 : to express thanks or appreciation for (something or 
someone) ■ In their paper, they acknowledge the important 
work done by past scholars. ■ They acknowledge past schol¬ 
ars for the important work they have done. 

— acknowledged adj ■ the acknowledged leader of a politi¬ 
cal party ■ an acknowledged master of the art 

ac*knowl*edg*ment also ac*knowl-edge.ment /ik 
'naihcfemant/ noun, pi -ments 

1 : the act of acknowledging something or someone: such as 
a : the act of showing that you know, admit, or accept that 
something exists or is true [count] The killer’s apology was 
an acknowledgment [=5 admission ] of his guilt. = The killer’s 
apology was an acknowledgment that he was guilty. ■ The day 
passed without any acknowledgment that it was their wed¬ 
ding anniversary. [=no one mentioned that it was their wed¬ 
ding anniversary] ■ They made several public acknowledg¬ 
ments of their company’s mistake, [noncount] He paid the 
fine without acknowledgment of his guilt, b : the act of 
praising or thanking someone for an action or achievement 
[count] Special acknowledgments will be made at the end of 
the meeting, [noncount] He has finally received the acknowl¬ 
edgment he deserves for his charitable work. ■ They present¬ 
ed him with an award in acknowledgment ol his charitable 
work. 

2 acknowledgments [plural] : a section of a book, article, 
etc., in which people are thanked for their help ■ He’s the 
first person mentioned in the book’s acknowledgments. 

3 [count] : a usually written statement saying that a letter or 
message was received ■ We sent an acknowledgment that we 
received their letter. ■ He never received an acknowledgment 
of his payment. 

ac-me /'sekmi/ noun [singular] : the highest point of some¬ 
thing ■ He was struck down by illness at the acme [-height] of 
his fame. [=when he was most famous] ■ His fame was at its 
acme. 

ac-ne /* 2 ekni/ noun [noncount] medical : a condition in 
which the skin on a person’s face, neck, etc., has many small, 
swollen spots (called pimples) ■ a teenager with bad acne 
ac*0*lyte /'2ek3,lait/ noun, pi -lytes [count] 

1 formal : someone who follows and admires a leader • a 
popular professor dining with a few of her acolytes 

2 : someone who helps the person who leads a church ser¬ 
vice 

acorn /'eiako&n/ noun, pi acorns [count] : the nut of the 
oak tree 

acorn squash noun, pi ~ squash*es [count, noncount] 
US : a vegetable that is somewhat round with a pointed end 
and has dark skin and yellow or orange flesh — see color 
picture on page C4 

acous-tic /a'kuistik/ also US acous*tl*cal /a'kuistikal/ adj 

1 : of or relating to sound or to the sense of hearing ■ the 
acoustic properties/characteristics of a room • acoustic vibra¬ 
tions 

2 a of a musical instrument : not having its sound changed 
by electrical devices ■ an acoustic guitar ■ acoustic instru¬ 
ments b : made with or using acoustic instruments ■ She 
loves listening to acoustic folk music. ■ an acoustic perfor¬ 
mance of a rock-and-roll song • acoustic musicians 

— acous*tl»cal«ly /a'kuistikli/ adv ■ an acoustically perfect 
room 

aCOUS-tlCS /a'kuistiks/ noun 

1 [plural] : the qualities of a room (such as its shape or size) 
that make it easy or difficult for people inside to hear sounds 
clearly : acoustic qualities ■ We love performing in this room 
because of its great acoustics. • The acoustics in the school's 
auditorium are terrible. 

2 [noncount] : the science that studies sounds • Acoustics is a 
challenging subject. 

ac-qualnt /a'kweint/ verb -qualnta; -quaint*ed; -quaint- 

Ing [+ obj] formal: to cause (someone) to know and become 


familiar with something ■ He acquainted the new employee 
with her duties. [=he told her about her duties] ■ This class is 
designed to acquaint students with the region’s most impor¬ 
tant writers. ■ The lawyer took a few days to acquaint herself 
with [=to learn about] the facts of a case, 
ac-quain-tance /a'kwemtps/ noun, pi -tanc*es 

1 [count] : someone who is known but who is not a close 
friend • Is he an acquaintance of yours? [=have you met 
him?] ■ She ran into an old acquaintance at the grocery store. 
■ My wife and I met through a mutual acquaintance. [=a 
friend introduced us to each other] • a casual acquaintance • 
friends and acquaintances 

2 [noncount] formal : the state of knowing someone in a per¬ 
sonal or social way : the state of knowing someone as an ac¬ 
quaintance ■ our family’s close acquaintance with our neigh¬ 
bors ■ It’s a pleasure to make your acquaintance. [=(less 
formally) it’s nice to meet you] ■ She made the acquaintance 
of [=she met] a man from the city. ■ She struck up an ac¬ 
quaintance with a man from the city. ■ a doctor of my ac¬ 
quaintance [=a doctor that I know] ■ He seemed cold on/at 
first acquaintance [=when I first met him], but later I real¬ 
ized that he was just shy. ■ He seemed cold at first, but on 
closer/further acquaintance I realized that he was just shy. 

3 : knowledge about something — + with [singular] She has 
only a nodding/slight/superficial acquaintance with the facts 
of the case. [=she knows only a little about the facts of the 
case] ■ He has more than a passing acquaintance with wine. 
I=he knows a lot about wine] [noncount] While he has some 
acquaintance with the subject, he is not an expert, 
-acquaintanceship noun, pi -ships [count] An ac¬ 
quaintanceship grew between the two men. [noncount] 
Her long acquaintanceship [=acquaintance] with sorrow 
began when her young husband died. 

acquainted adj, not used before a noun 

1 formal: having knowledge about something : having seen 
or experienced something — + with ■ Are you acquainted 
with the facts in this case? [=do you know the facts?] ■ I am 
(well) acquainted with his books. [=1 have read his books] 

2 : having met : knowing each other in a personal or social 
way • Are you two acquainted 7 I=have you met before?] • 
The two actors are intimately/casually acquainted. [=they 
know each other intimately/casually] ■ Let’s take a walk and 
get acquainted. ■ I’ll go get us some drinks while you two get 
better acquainted. [=while you two talk to each other and get 
to know each other better] — often + with ■ It took him a few 
months to get/become acquainted with the other students. 

ac-qui-esce /.sekwi'es/ verb -esoes; -esced; -esc-ing 
[no obj] formal: to accept, agree, or allow something to hap¬ 
pen by staying silent or by not arguing ■ They demanded it, 
and he acquiesced. — often + in ■ We cannot acquiesce in the 
killing of innocent people. — often + to ■ She acquiesced to 
her husband’s plans. 

— ac«qul*es*cence /isekwi'esps/ noun [noncount] ■ I was 
surprised by his acquiescence to their demands. 
ac*qui*es*cent Asekwi'cspt/ adj [more most ~] formal 
: tending to accept or allow what other people want or de¬ 
mand ■ The acquiescent girl became a strong assertive wom¬ 
an. 

ac«qulre /a'kwaja 1 / verb -quires; -quired; -quir-ing [+ obj] 

1 formal: to get (something) : to come to own (something) ■ 
They’re planning to acquire [-buy] a new home in the coun¬ 
try. ■ He acquired [=got, inherited] a small fortune after the 
death of her parents. ■ The two ships were acquired by the 
navy after the war. * The team acquired three new players 
this year. : to come to have (something) ■ She dreamed of ac¬ 
quiring [^gaining, getting] control of the company. ■ When I 
saw her next she had somehow managed to acquire a few 
cuts and bruises. [=she had a few cuts and bruises] ■ The old 
word has acquired a new meaning. ■ This apparently minor 
event has acquired increasing significance in recent weeks. 

2 : to gain (a new skill, ability, etc.) usually by your own ef¬ 
fort ■ She quickly acquired [=gained] fluency in French. ■ He 
is studying the way that language is acquired by children. • 
acquire knowledge ■ He has acquired a reputation as a care¬ 
ful/careless worker. I=people regard him as a careful/care¬ 
less worker] ^ When people acquire a taste for something, 
they like something that they did not like before. ■ Although 
he usually avoided unusual foods, he eventually began to ac¬ 
quire a taste for raw fish. An acquired taste is something or 
someone that is not easily or immediately liked. ■ Brussels 
sprouts are an acquired taste for many people. ■ I admit that 
she is something of an acquired taste, but I think her art is 
wonderful. 
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acquired immune deficiency syndrome noun 

[ noncount] medical: aids 
ac-qui-si-tion /isekwa'zi/an/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount\ : the act of getting or acquiring something: 
such as a : the act or process of gaining skill, knowledge, 
etc. ■ the acquisition of knowledge • foreign language acquisi¬ 
tion b : the act of obtaining money, possessions, etc. ■ the 
acquisition of wealth ■ the country’s acquisition of new ships 

2 [count] : something (such as a company or valuable prop¬ 
erty) that is acquired ■ The big company’s newest acquisition 
is a small chain of clothing stores. ■ The museum has put its 
latest acquisitions on display. 

ac*quis*i"tive/3'kwiz3tiv/ adj, formal + disapproving : hav¬ 
ing a strong desire to own or acquire more things ■ our in¬ 
creasingly competitive and acquisitive [-greedy] society 

— ac-quis-i-tive-ness noun [noncount] 

ac-quit /a'kwit/ verb -quits; -quit-ted; -quit-ting [+ obj] 

: to decide that someone is not guilty of a crime ■ The jury 
acquitted the defendant because there wasn’t enough evi¬ 
dence to convict him of the crime. ■ She was acquitted of the 
murder of her husband. = She was acquitted of murdering 
her husband. — compare 1 convict 

acquit yourself : to act or behave in a specified way — used 
to express approval or (less commonly) disapproval of 
someone’s behavior or performance ■ The soldiers acquit¬ 
ted themselves well/honorably in battle. ■ The young ac¬ 
tress acquitted herself extremely well/capably in her first 
film. ■ He acquitted himself poorly in handling the contro¬ 
versy. 

ac-quit-tal /a'kwit]/ noun, pi -tals : the act of deciding that 
a person is not guilty of a crime : the act of acquitting some¬ 
one [noncount] The case resulted/ended in acquittal of the 
defendant. • Several jurors voted for acquittal, [count] The 
case resulted/ended in an acquittal of the defendant, 
acre /'eika 1 / noun, pi acres [count] : a measure of land area 
in the U.S. and Britain that equals 4,840 square yards (about 
4,047 square meters) ■ The house sits/is on two acres of land. 

• They own hundreds of acres of farmland. — sometimes 
used figuratively ■ a cheap stunt that got them acres of free 
publicity [=a great amount of free publicity] 
acre-age /'eikancfe/ noun [noncount] : land measured in 
acres ■ A large portion of the park’s acreage is forest, 
ac-rid /'sekrad/ adj [more most ~]: bitter and unpleasant 
in taste or smell ■ Thick, acrid smoke rose from the factory, 
ac-ri-mo-nl-ous Aaekra'mounijas/ adj [more most ~] 
formal : angry and bitter ■ an acrimonious debate ■ acrimoni¬ 
ous disputes between nations "He went through an acrimo¬ 
nious divorce. 

— ac-ri-mo-ni-ous-ly adv • The issue was acrimoniously de¬ 
bated. 

ac-ri-mo-ny /'aekr3,mouni, Brit 'sekramani/ noun [non¬ 
count] formal : angry and bitter feelings ■ The dispute began 
again with increased acrimony. 

ac-ro-bat /*2ekr3,b2et/ noun, pi -bats [count] : someone 
who entertains people (as at a circus) by performing difficult 
and often dangerous acts (such as swinging from a bar or 
walking on a rope high in the air) 

— ac-ro-bat-ic /^kra'bsetik/ adj [more most ~] • acro¬ 
batic skill ■ an acrobatic feat ■ The goalie is famous for her 
acrobatic saves. [=saves that involve difficult and skillful 
movements] — ac-ro-bat-i-cal-ly Aaekra'baetikli/ adj 

aC-rO-bat-iCS /^kra'bsetiks/ noun [plural] : difficult and 
dangerous acts done by an acrobat ■ The circus performers’ 
acrobatics were spectacular!; also : difficult or dangerous 
acts, movements, etc., done by another kind of performer • 
aerial acrobatics [=spectacular movements performed while 
flying] ■ The singer’s vocal acrobatics are impressive. — 
sometimes used figuratively ■ It makes sense, but only after 
some complicated mental acrobatics. 
ac-ro-nym /'2ekr3,nim/ noun, pi -nyms [count] : a word 
formed from the first letters of each one of the words in a 
phrase * The North Atlantic Treaty Organization is known 
by the acronym “NATO.” 

1 across /a'krais/ prep 

1 a : from one side to the other side of (something) ■ We 
took a ferry across the river. ■ We saw them walking across 
the street. ■ She reached across the table to shake his hand. ■ 
They traveled back and forth across the border. ■ Airplanes 
flew across the sky above us. • She slapped him right across 
the face. [=she slapped his face] b : on the other side of 
(something) ■ He was seated across the table from me. ■ Our 
grandparents live across the street (from us). ■ The accident 


happened just across the state line. 

2 : so as to reach or spread over or throughout (something) ■ 
A smile spread across her face. ■ Looking out across the 
ocean, he saw land. ■ The sun’s light spread across the moun¬ 
tains. ■ The disease spread quickly across the country. 

3 : in every part of (a country, region, etc.) ■ The movie is 
now showing in theaters across [-throughout] America. ■ 
Newspapers (all) across the world reported the story. ■ We 
could hear the bells all across town. 

2 across adv 

1 : from one side to the other • The streams are small 
enough to jump across. • They walked across to the other 
side of the street. ■ They reached across and shook each oth¬ 
er’s hand. 

2 : in a measurement from one side to the other side ■ At its 
widest point, the pond measures 150 feet across. ■ The hole 
was 10 feet across. [=10 feet wide] 

3 : on the opposite side ■ I saw them crossing the street and I 
waited until they were safely across. 

across from : on the opposite side from (someone or some¬ 
thing) ■ She sat (directly) across from me at the table. ■ The 
restaurant is Gust) across from the high school, 
across—the—board adj, always used before a noun : af¬ 
fecting everyone or everything in a group • across-the-board 
price increases ■ an across-the-board tax cut — see also 
across the board at 1 board 
aery l-ic /a'knlik/ noun, pi -ics 

1 [noncount] : a material that is made from a chemical pro¬ 
cess and that is used for making many different products 
(such as clothing and paints) — often used before another 
noun ■ acrylic fabrics ■ acrylic paint 

2 acrylics [plural] : paints that contain an acrylic substance 
and that are used by artists ■ a painting done in acrylics 

1 act /'sekt/ noun, pi acts 

T\[count] : something that is done ■ His first official act fac¬ 
tion] as President was to sign the bill. ■ We were grateful for 
her many acts of kindness. ■ an act of bravery = a brave act ■ 
criminal/illegal/unlawful/wrongful acts — see also SEX act 
A n act of God is a natural event (such as a storm or earth¬ 
quake) that cannot be controlled by people. ■ The company 
cannot be held responsible in cases of bad weather or other 
acts of God. 

2 [count] : a law made by a group of legislators ■ The pro¬ 
gram was created by (an) act of Congress/Parliament. • legis¬ 
lative acts • the Civil Rights Act of 1964 

3 [count] ; one of the main divisions of a play or opera • 
Please read act II, scene 1 of Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. 

■ In the first/opening act , two characters are talking in a res¬ 
taurant. ■ a play in three acts = a three-acf play 

4 [count] a : one of the performances in a show ■ a circus/ 
magic act b : a show that a person or group performs often 

■ He has a great stand-up/comedy act. [= routine ] ■ She took 
her act on the road. [=she traveled and performed her act in 
different places] C : a person or group that performs in 
shows ■ a two-person comedy act from New York City ■ The 
band was one of this summer’s most successful live acts. *$• A 
balancing act or juggling act is an attempt to do several dif¬ 
ferent things or deal with several different situations at the 
same time. ■ It’s a difficult balancing act, but many students 
hold full-time jobs while attending school. ■ Working and 
raising children can be a real juggling act for parents. — see 
also class act, a hard/tough act to follow at follow 

5 [singular] : a way of behaving that is not honest or sincere ■ 
He said he was sorry, but I realize now that it was all just an 
act. • He wasn’t really sorry. He was just putting on an act 
clean up your act see clean up at 2 clean 

get into the actor get In on the act : to start to participate 
in an activity ■ We started selling them last year, and now 
other stores are getting into the act. [=now other stores are 
also selling them] 

get your act together see get together at get 
In the act (of doing something) : while doing something ■ 
When they arrived, I was just in the act of starting to make 
dinner. ■ He tried to rob a bank and was caught in the act. 
= He was caught in the act of robbing a bank. 

2 act verb acts; act-ed; act-ing 

T"| [no obj ] : to do something : to take action ■ Think before 
you act. 9 He knew he had to act quickly/fast. ■ The govern¬ 
ment was slow to act. ■ The firefighters acted with great cour¬ 
age. = They acted courageously. • She acted on behalf of her 
father, who was not at the meeting. ■ 1 believe that the killer 
acted alone. ■ She had acted in self-defense when she killed 
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her attacker. ■ We were acting in the best interests of our 
children. • If he refuses to cooperate, he’ll be acting against 
his own (best) interests. [=he’ll be acting in a way that is 
harmful to himself] ■ We must act soon to end this crisis. 

2 [no obj] : to behave in a particular way ■ She learned at an 
early age how to act properly in social situations. ■ People are 
always telling me how I should act and what I should say. ■ I 
noticed that the dog was acting funny/differently/strangely 
this morning. • acting more naturally/aggressively/responsi¬ 
bly • She’s been acting kind of crazy lately. ■ Please learn the 
new rules and act accordingly. [=follow the new rules] 4- To 
act the part is to behave the way that people in a particular 
role usually behave. ■ Now that he’s rich he certainly acts the 
part. [=behaves like a rich person] To act your age is to be¬ 
have the way that people your age should behave and not to 
behave like a younger person. ■ John, act your age. You’re 
not a kid anymore. To act like a particular kind of person 
or thing is to behave the way that person or thing behaves. ■ 
You two are acting like children. • It’s time you start acting 
like a man. • I’m sorry about yesterday. I acted like a fool/ 
jerk. — see also 2 act 3c (below) 

3 a [no obj ]: to behave in a way that is not sincere or honest 
■ Stop acting. We know you’re guilty, b [linking verb ] : to 
pretend to be something ■ Stop acting innocent. • She was ter¬ 
ribly nervous, but she acted confident. • I know you’re 
bored, but can you at least try to act interested. ■ He did his 
best to act excited. ■ There she goes, offering advice and act¬ 
ing the expert. [=pretending to be an expert] ■ If anybody 
asks you where I am, act dumb. [=pretend that you do not 
know] C [no obj] : to pretend that something is true — usu¬ 
ally used in the phrases act as if, act as though, and (< chiefly 
US) act like • She acted as if nothing had happened. ■ We act¬ 
ed as though we knew what was going on. ■ I tried to act like 
it didn't bother me, but it did. ■ Even if you don’t like your 
gift, you should act like you do. ■ I didn’t act like it, but I real¬ 
ly was happy. — see also act like at 2 act 2 (above) 

4 : to perform the words and actions of a character in a play, 
movie, etc. : to perform as an actor [no obj ] It had always 
been his dream to act. • She can sing, dance, and act. ■ As a 
child, she began acting in television commercials. ■ Both ac¬ 
tors have agreed to act in the movie. [+ obj] He’ll be acting 
the part of Romeo in tonight’s play. ■ The role of Romeo was 
wonderfully acted by Mr. Jacob Smith. ■ a beautifully acted 
movie [=a movie in which the acting is excellent] 

5 [no obj] : to do the work of a particular kind of person or 
thing : to perform a certain function or role — + as ■ A 
young man acted [=served\ as our guide through the city. ■ 
She’ll be acting as her own attorney during the court trial. ■ 
She agreed to act as his secretary. ■ The trees act as a source 
of shade and protection from the wind. 

6 [no obj ]: to make something happen : to have a particular 
effect ■ The chemical acts [=worfm] by destroying the cells in 
the brain. — often + on ■ These medicines act on [-affect] the 
heart. — see also ACT ON/UPON (below) 

act ordupon [phrasal verb] act on/upon ( something ) : to use 
(something, such as a feeling or suggestion) as a reason or 
basis for doing something ■ They never acted on the infor¬ 
mation they had. • We were too late to act upon his sugges¬ 
tion. ■ It’s okay to feel angry or jealous, but you mustn’t act 
on those feelings. — see also 2 act 6 (above) 
act out [phrasal verb] 1 a : to behave badly especially be¬ 
cause you are feeling painful emotions (such as fear or an¬ 
ger) ■ What can parents do when their kids start acting out? 
b act out ( something ) or act ( something ) out : to show that 
you are feeling (a painful emotion) by acting in ways that 
are not good or acceptable • children acting out their emo¬ 
tions in inappropriate ways • He tries not to act out his an¬ 
ger/frustrations. 2 act out ( something ) or act ( something ) 
out a : to perform (a play, a character in a movie, etc.) ■ 
plays acted out on stage ■ She skillfully acted out the role of 
a young queen, b : to do and say the things that happen 
in (a movie, past event, etc.) • At their last party, they acted 
out [-reenacted] scenes from old movies. • The children 
were acting out what they saw on television. • adults acting 
out their childhood dreams/fantasies [=doing the things 
they wanted to do when they were children] 
act the fool see "fool 

act up [phrasal verb] 1 : to behave badly : to act in a way 
that is not polite or acceptable ■ The kids are acting up 
[= misbehaving ] again. • The book gives advice to parents 
whose children act up. 2 of a machine : to not work prop¬ 
erly • The camera started acting up [= malfunctioning ] after 
I dropped it. 3 of a disease : to become worse and to start 


causing pain or physical problems ■ His asthma acts up 
when it’s cold outside. ■ Whenever it rains, my arthritis 
starts acting up. 

ACT abbr American College Test 4- The ACT is a test that 
some U.S. students take as a part of applying to colleges. 

1 acting /'sektig/ adj, always used before a noun \ performing 
a job for a short time : holding a temporary position ■ The 
college’s acting president will be replacad with a permanent 
one next fall. 

2 acting noun [noncount] : the art or profession of performing 
the role of a character in a play, movie, etc. : the art or pro¬ 
fession of an actor ■ Acting is my life! ■ Her acting is unusual¬ 
ly good in this film. ■ a new style of acting — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ She’s been taking acting classes. ■ his 
successful acting career 
action /■sek/an/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : something that a person or group does • As its 
first official action [ =act ], the committee elected Ms. Jones as 
its president. ■ He was critical of the government’s actions be¬ 
fore the war. ■ a military action against another country • 
criminal/illegal actions • She tried to explain/defend/justify 
her actions. ■ I accept full responsibility for my actions. — 
often used with take • The school has been asked to take cer¬ 
tain actions to fix the problem. ■ This is just one of the many 
actions that they could have taken. 4- The saying actions 
speak louder than words means that the things that you do 
are more important than the things that you say. • They say 
they want peace, but actions speak louder than words. 

2 [noncount] : things done to achieve a particular purpose ■ 
The situation demanded immediate action. ■ The problem 
may require military action. • The school took disciplinary 
action against the drunken students. ■ They decided that no 
further action was necessary. ■ We need to agree on a plan of 
action. [=need to agree on what we will be doing] • What’s 
the best course of action? [=what’s the best way to proceed?] 
■ The protesters criticized the administration’s lack of action 
[Enaction] on many issues. — often used with take • We 
were ready to take action. [=to do something] ■ Because the 
company failed to take action [=failed to act], many people 
were hurt. • The company took no action. • The police are 
now taking appropriate action. ■ She’s all talk and no action. 
[=she says that she will do things, but she does not do them] 

A man of action or woman of action is a man or woman 
who works in an active way to do things. ■ He was a scholar 
and thinker but was also a man of action. — see also affir¬ 
mative ACTION, POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE 

3 [noncount] : fighting that happens in a war ■ His unit first 
saw action [=fought in a battle] on June 20th. ■ soldiers who 
were killed or wounded in action [=in battle] • soldiers who 
are missing in action [=soldiers who cannot be found after a 
battle and might have been killed, captured, or wounded] 
— see also IN ACTION (below) 

4 the action : the most exciting or interesting activities that 
are happening in a particular place ■ The new theater places 
the audience closer to the center/middle of the action. • I 
moved to New York City to be (a) part of the action. ■ Down¬ 
town is where the action is. [=downtown is a very active and 
exciting place] 

5 [noncount] a informal: a chance or opportunity to make 
money ■ Do any of you guys want to get in on the action? 
[=participate in a plan to make money] A piece of the ac¬ 
tion or (chiefly US) a cut of the action or (chiefly Brit) a slice 
of the action is a portion or share of the money that can be 
earned from something. • He saw that his friends were mak¬ 
ing money illegally, and he wanted to get a piece of the ac¬ 
tion. b slang, sometimes offensive : sexual activity ■ I met a 
girl who was ready for some action. 

6 [noncount]: the events that happen in a story, movie, etc. ■ 
Most of the play’s action takes place in a restaurant. ■ the ac¬ 
tion [=plot] of the novel 

7 [noncount] : events that happen quickly and that cause 
feelings of danger and excitement ■ The movie is two hours 
of nonstop action. [= excitement ] ■ We went out looking for 
action. ■ That’s when the action really starts. — often used 
before another noun ■ action movies ■ the film’s final action 
sequence — see also LIVE ACTION 

8 — used as a director’s command to start filming part of a 
movie or television show • Lights, camera, action ! 

9 law : the process of having a court of law make a decision 
about an argument [count] The court dismissed the action. 
[=case, lawsuit] • She brought/filed an action against the 
company for damages. ■ civil actions [=lawsuits about a per¬ 
son’s rights] [noncount] They are threatening/considering 
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legal action. ■ bringing/taking action against companies for 
damages — see also class action 

10 [noncount] : a process in which one thing causes a change 
in another thing ■ the action [-effect] of certain chemicals on 
the brain ■ The medicine blocks the action of these proteins. 
[=it stops the proteins from working] ■ The cave was formed 
by the action of an underground river. 

11 : the way that something works or moves [noncount] 
Food is swallowed by the action of the tongue. ■ the action of 
the heart ■ the mechanical action of a pulley ■ the drill's twist¬ 
ing action ■ a single-action revolver [singular] The gears 
meshed with a smooth action. 

In action : in the act of doing something : performing a usu¬ 
al job or function ■ We came to the court to see our coun¬ 
try’s judicial system in action. [=at work] ■ The fans have 
come to see their favorite players in action. ■ After a two 
year break from baseball, he’s finally back In action. [=he’s 
playing baseball again] — see also ACTION 3 (above) 

Into action : to an active state ■ They had already put the 
plan into action. [=started using the plan] ■ Firefighters are 
ready to leap/sprlng/swlng Into action [=quickly start 
working] at a moment’s notice. When people or things 
are called Into action, they are asked to start working or 
doing a particular task. ■ As a doctor, she can be called into 
action at any time of the day. ■ Our military unit was called 
into action at the start of the war. 
out of action : unable to perform a usual job or function 
: not in action ■ He broke his leg and the doctors say that 
he’ll be out of action [=out of commission] for at least a 
month. ■ His broken leg will put/keep him out of action for 
at least a month. 

aotion*able /'sek/angbal/ at# 

1 law : giving a reason to bring an action or a lawsuit against 
someone ■ Firing people because of their age is actionable. 

2 chiefly US, formal : able to be used as a basis or reason for 
doing something • We’ve received actionable information 
that the men are hiding in these mountains. 

action figure noun, pi <—< -ures [count] : a small usually 
plastic doll Action figures are made to look like superhe¬ 
roes, soldiers, robots, etc. 

action-packed adj [more most ~] : filled with action, 
danger, and excitement ■ an action-packed adventure movie 
action replay noun, pi <— -plays [count] Brit: instant re¬ 
play • see the winning goal again in an action replay 
action verb noun, pi ~ verbs [count] grammar : a verb 
that expresses action ■ “Drive” in “We often drive past their 
house” and “think” in “Let’s think about the problem" are 
both action verbs. — compare linking verb 
ac*ti-vate /'gekta.veit/ verb -vates; -vat«ed; -vat-ing [+ 
obj] 

1 : to make (something) active or more active: such as a 
: to cause (a device) to start working ■ Touch the screen to 
activate the system. ■ activate and then deactivate a mecha¬ 
nism • A loud alarm was activated [=set off] when he opened 
the door. ■ The camera is activated by pushing a button. ■ 
The bomb was activated by remote control, b chemistry : to 
cause (a chemical reaction or natural process) to begin ■ 
Sunlight activates a chemical reaction in the plant’s leaves. ■ 
vitamins that activate the growth of new cells 

2 chiefly US : to order (soldiers) to serve in a war ■ The Pres¬ 
ident has activated the reserves. ■ activate the troops ■ Our 
military unit was activated [=calledinto action] soon after the 
start of the war. 

— ac*tl*va*tion Asekta'vei/an/ noun [noncount] 
ac-tlve /'sektiv/ adj 

1 [more most ~] : doing things that require physical 
movement and energy ■ We stay/keep active during the cold 
winter months by skiing and ice skating. ■ Despite her age, 
she has been able to maintain her active [=busy] lifestyle. • 
Cats are most active [=energetic, lively] at night. 

2 [more most ~] a : involved in the activities of a group 
or organization ■ We are active members of our church. ■ 
While many give money to the organization, only a few are 
active participants. : participating in an action or activity » 
She was politically active as a volunteer for her state repre¬ 
sentative. — often + in ■ They were active in the antiwar 
movement of the 1960s. ■ active in women’s causes b : in¬ 
volving action or participation ■ They take an active interest 
in their children’s education. ■ He has taken/played a more 
active role in the production of this album. 

3 : marked by regular action or use ■ the bank’s active and 
inactive accounts ■ He became sexually active [=he began 
having sex] at the age of 21. 


A of a volcano : likely to explode violently or produce fire 
and hot liquid rock : capable of erupting ■ Most volcanoes 
on this island are still active but a few are inactive. 

5 of a disease : becoming worse or continuing to have bad 
effects ■ active tuberculosis ■ The disease remains active 
throughout the patient’s life. 

6 : having a chemical effect especially on the body ■ The 
medicine has two active ingredients. ■ the active ingredient 
in/of marijuana 

7 a US: involving service in the military as a main job ■ Af¬ 
ter two years of active duty [=two years of being a full-time 
member of the military] she entered the reserves. ■ She was 
on active duty for two years, b : involving fighting in a war 
as a member of the military ■ He saw no active service [=he 
did not fight in any battles] during his time in the army. ■ He 
was on active service in three separate wars. ■ soldiers re¬ 
turning home from active service 

8 grammar a of a verb or voice : showing that the subject of 
a sentence is the one doing the action expressed by the verb ■ 
“Picked” in “I picked the apples” is an active verb because it 
shows that the subject “I” is the one who picked the apples. ■ 
“Hits” in “She hits the ball” is active, while “hit” in “The ball 
was hit” is passive. The active voice is a way of writing or 
speaking that uses active verbs. ■ The sentence “The birds are 
singing” is written in the active voice. — compare passive 
b of a verb : expressing action rather than describing the 
state of something ■ Words like “walk,” “sing,” and “eat” are 
active verbs. ■ In the sentence “Look at this picture,” the verb 
“look” is active. 

— ac-tive-iy adv ■ They participate actively in their church. ■ 
actively involved in a conversation 

ac*tiv*ist /'sektrvist/ noun, pi -ists [count] : a person who 
uses or supports strong actions (such as public protests) to 
help make changes in politics or society ■ Antiwar activists 
were protesting in the streets. ■ an environmental activist ■ 
political activists 

— ac-tivdsm /'sektqvizam/ noun [noncount] ■ political activ¬ 
ism 

ac»tiv«i*ty /£ek*tiv3ti/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : the state of being active ■ The holidays always 
set off a lot of activity in our home.: behavior or actions of a 
particular kind ■ the sexual activity of married couples ■ The 
police are now monitoring criminal/gang/drug activity in the 
area. ■ There has been an increase in the city’s (level of) eco¬ 
nomic activity. ■ She gets at least 30 minutes of physical activ¬ 
ity every day. ■ The instruments are used to detect volcanic 
activity on the island. 

2 [count]: something that is done as work or for a particular 
purpose — usually plural ■ Grandma needs help with her ev- 
eryday/daily activities. • business activities ■ political activities 

■ They were accused of financing the group’s illegal activities. 

3 [count]: something that is done for pleasure and that usu¬ 
ally involves a group of people ■ We planned an activity for 
the children. — usually plural ■ The camp offers hiking, 
swimming, and other recreational activities. • social activities 

aotor /'sekta 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] : a person who acts in a 
play, movie, etc. 

usage Actor is often used to refer specifically to a man or 
boy who acts. ■ He’s a talented actor, and his wife is a well- 
known actress. Actor can also refer to a woman or girl, and 
many women now prefer this use. ■ His wife is also an ac¬ 
tor. The plural form actors is used for groups that include 
both men and women. • She and her husband are both tal- 
ented actors. _ 

ac-tress /■aektras/ noun, pi -tress-es [count]: a woman or 
girl who acts in a play, movie, etc.: a female actor usage see 

ACTOR 

ac«tU«al /'sektfawal/ at# 

1 : real and not merely possible or imagined : existing in fact 

■ The movie is based on actual events. [=on events that really 
happened] ■ They signed the agreement in the spring, but the 
actual sale wasn’t made until that summer. ■ You deposit 
money in a bank account but the actual money is not held 
there. ■ He looks younger, but he is In actual fact almost 60 
years old. [=he is actually almost 60 years old] 

2 : known to be correct or precise : not false or apparent ■ 
The woman’s actual [=exact] age is unknown. ■ The actual 
cost of the repair was much higher than the estimate. 

3 — used for emphasis ■ This is the actual [=very] room in 
which my grandfather was bom. 

ac-tu-al-i-ty /^klfa'wjebti/ noun, pi -ties 
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1 [noncount] : the quality or state of being actual or real ■ It 
was hard to accept the actuality [^reality] of the disease. 

2 [count] : something that is actual or real ■ the actualities 
[-realities] of war ■ The actuality was quite different from the 
theory. 

in actuality: in truth — used to stress that something is true 
when it is different from what was believed or expected ■ 
He gave me what turned out to be, in actuality [-in reality, 
in fact], only a copy of the original. ■ I thought they just ar¬ 
rived, but in actuality they’d been here for an hour. 
ac»tu«al«ly /‘aektfawali/ adv 

1 — used to refer to what is true or real ■ I don’t know what 
actually [=really] happened. ■ After all these months, it’s hard 
to believe that we’re actually [=really, truly] finished. 

2 — used to stress that a statement is true especially when it 
differs in some way from what might have been thought or 
expected ■ We’d actually planned to leave early, but we were 
delayed. • I wasn’t worried about being late. Actually, I didn’t 
want to go at all. ■ I didn’t think I’d like the movie, but it was 
actually pretty good. ■ I was shocked to learn he could actu¬ 
ally fly a plane. ■ I could hardly believe it when she actually 
apologized to me. ■ “I like your new glasses.” “Thanks, but 
actually I’ve had them for almost a year.” 

ac-tu-ary /'aektf3,weri, Brit 'aektfuari/ noun, pi -ar-ies 
[count] : a person whose job is to tell insurance companies 
how much they should charge people for insurance based on 
risks 

— ac-tu-ar-i-al /(aektfa'werijaf/ adj ■ actuarial calculations 
ac*tu*ate /'aektfa^eit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing [+ obj] 

1 technical : to make (a machine or electrical device) move 
or operate • The pump is actuated by the windmill. 

2 formal : to cause someone to do something or to act in a 
certain way — usually used as (be) actuated ■ He had been 
actuated [= motivated] by greed when he made his decision. = 
His decision had been actuated by greed. 

activity /a'kju'.wati/ noun [noncount] formal : the ability to 
see, hear, or understand something easily ■ mental/visual/po¬ 
litical acuity [=acuteness] ■ her acuity [=keenness, sharpness] 
of perception 

acu*men /a'kjuiman/ noun [noncount] : the ability to think 
clearly and make good decisions ■ Her political acumen won 
her the election. ■ a lack of business/financial acumen 
acu«preS*Slire /‘aekj3,prej>/ noun [noncount] : a method 
of relieving pain or curing illness by pressing on particular 
points on a person’s body with the fingertips or thumbs 

— compare acupuncture 

acu*punc*tlire /‘aekja^Agktfa 1 / noun [noncount] : a meth¬ 
od of relieving pain or curing illness by placing needles into a 
person’s skin at particular points on the body — compare 
ACUPRESSURE 

— acu-punc-tur-ist /'aekjaiPArjktfanst/ noun, pi -ists 
[count] 

acute /a'kju-.t/ adj acut-er, -est [or more most ~] 

1 : very serious or dangerous : requiring serious attention or 
action ■ an acute [= critical, severe] fuel shortage ■ an acute cri¬ 
sis ■ the acute phase [=the most important and dangerous 
phase] of the struggle for independence 

2 usually used before a noun : having or showing an ability to 
think clearly and to understand what is not obvious or sim¬ 
ple about something ■ an acute observation/understanding ■ 
an acute observer ■ an acute sense of humor ■ It’s a politically 
acute film that does not oversimplify the issues. 

3 : very strong and sensitive : highly developed ■ acute 
[=keen] hearing/vision ■ acute awareness 

4 : strongly felt or experienced ■ acute distress/embarrass¬ 
ment 

5 medical a : very sharp and severe ■ acute pain/infection ■ 
acute symptoms b : becoming very severe very quickly ■ an 
acute disease A hospital or doctor who specializes in acute 
care works with patients who have diseases or problems that 
require immediate care. ■ an acute care hospital — compare 
CHRONIC 

6 mathematics : ending in a sharp point : measuring less 
than 90 degrees ■ an acute angle — compare obtuse 

7 of an accent mark : having the form ' ■ The word “cafe” is 
written with an acute accent over the “e.” — compare 
2 grave 3 

— acute-ly adv ■ I am acutely aware of these problems. ■ The 
patient was acutely ill. — acute-ness noun [noncount] ■ 
the acuteness of the fuel shortage 

ad /‘aed/ noun, pi ads [count]: advertisement • I saw your 
ad in the newspaper. ■ radio/television ads ■ ( chiefly US) She 


works for an ad agency [= advertising agency] in New York. 

— see also want ad 

AD or chiefly US A.D. abbr — used to refer to the years since 
the birth of Christ ■ 550 A.D. = A.D. 550 ■ the first century 
A.D. ■ in the year 823 A.D. A.D. stands for the Latin phrase 
anno Domini, which means “in the year of the Lord.” 

— compare b.c., b.c.e., c.e. 

ad-age /‘asdicfe/ noun, pi -ag-es [count] : an old and well- 
known saying that expresses a general truth ■ My mother al¬ 
ways used to remind us of the (old) adage, “If you can’t say 
something nice, don’t say anything at all.” 

1 ada-giO /a'dcucfcijou/ adv : in a slow manner : slowly — 
used as a direction in music 

— adagio adj 

2 adagio noun, pi -gios [count] : a piece of music that is 
played or performed slowly and gracefully 
Ad-am /‘aedam/ noun 

not know (someone) from Adam see ‘know 
ad-a-mant /‘aedamant/ adj [more most ~]: not willing to 
change an opinion or decision : very determined ■ She is an 
adamant [=strong] defender of women’s rights. ■ We’ve tried 
to talk him into coming with us, but he’s adamant about 
staying here. • an adamant refusal 

— adamance or adamancy noun [noncount] ■ the ada- 
mancy of her refusal — ad-a-mant-ly adv ■ He’s adamant¬ 
ly opposed to coming with us. 

Adam’S apple noun, pi ~ apples [count] : the lump that 
sticks out in the front of a person’s neck, that is usually larg¬ 
er in men than in women, and that moves when a person 
talks or swallows 

adapt /a’daept/ verb adapts; adapt*ed; adapt-ing 

1 : to change your behavior so that it is easier to live in a 
particular place or situation [no obj] When children go to a 
different school, it usually takes them a while to adapt. — 
usually + to ■ These fish all adapt easily to colder water. ■ She 
has adapted to college life quite easily. [+ obj] She has adapt¬ 
ed herself to college life quite easily. 

2 [+ obj] : to change (something) so that it functions better 
or is better suited for a purpose ■ The teachers adapted 
[=modijied] the curriculum so that students of all abilities 
will benefit from it. ■ The camera has been adapted for un¬ 
derwater use. ■ The clock was adapted to run on batteries. 

3 [+ obj] : to change (a movie, book, play, etc.) so that it can 
be presented in another form ■ He adapted the novel for the 
stage. [=he rewrote the novel as a play] ■ The movie was 
adapted from the book of the same title. ■ adapting the mov¬ 
ie for television 

adaptable /a'daeptabal/ adj [more most ~] : able to 
change or be changed in order to fit or work better in some 
situation or for some purpose : able to adapt or be adapted ■ 
an adaptable tool that combines a screwdriver, a corkscrew, 
and pliers ■ very adaptable animals — often + to ■ These 
plants are all easily adaptable to colder climates. ■ The com¬ 
puter program is adaptable to the needs of individual users. 

— adapt-abil-i-ty /3,daepta'bilati/ noun [noncount] 
ad*ap*ta*tion /lae^sephei/an/rtoww,/?/ -tions 

1 [count] : something that is adapted; especially : a movie, 
book, play, etc., that is changed so that it can be presented in 
another form ■ His stage adaptation of the novel was a suc¬ 
cess. • The film is an adaptation of a book of the same title. 

2 [count] : a change in a plant or animal that makes it better 
able to live in a particular place or situation ■ The insect’s 
evolutionary adaptations enable it to be almost invisible 
even when sitting in the middle of a leaf. 

3 [noncount] : the process of changing to fit some purpose or 
situation : the process of adapting ■ a tool designed for easy 
adaptation 

adapt*er also adap-tor /a'daept &/ noun, pi adapters also 
adaptors [count] : a device that is used to connect two 
pieces of equipment that were not designed to be connected 
add /'sed/ verb adds; add*ed; add-ing 

1 [+ obj] a : to put (something) with another thing or group 
of things ■ She’s planning to add some new flowers to the 
garden. ■ The company is adding over 200 jobs this year. ■ 
This winter, he added skiing to his list of favorite sports, b 
: to mix or combine (an ingredient) with other ingredients ■ 
Add (in) a little more salt and pepper. ■ I added (in) just a 
dash/pinch of flour. ■ Add one cup of sugar to the mixture. ■ 
Next, add the remaining butter to the pan. C : to include 
(something) with something else 'It took us four hours to 
get there, if you add (in) the time we stopped to eat. 

2 [+ obj] : to cause something to have (a usually good quality 
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or characteristic) ■ In this dish, fresh herbs add lots of color 
and flavor. ■ As an employee, she will add [=bring] great val¬ 
ue to your company. ■ We can help you add excitement to 
your vacation. ■ The historical details add depth/richness/ 
weight to his story. ■ She adds a certain amount of experi¬ 
ence and authority to the project. 

3 : to put (two or more numbers or amounts) together to 
find a total or sum [+ obj] When you add three and/to seven, 
you get ten. ■ Add these three numbers together, [no obj ] 
schoolchildren learning how to add [=to perform addition] 
and subtract — opposite subtract 

4 [+ obj] : to say or write (something more or extra) ■ That’s 
all I have to say. Do you have anything (else/more) to add ? = 
Is there anything (else/more) you would like to add ? ■ “They 
all went to the bar,” he said. “But I didn’t go with them,” he 
quickly added. ■ He was quick to add that he didn’t go with 
them. = He hastened to add that he didn’t go with them. ■ It 
was a long project and, / might add , an expensive one. 

add insult to injury see 2 insult 

add on [phrasal verb] add (something) on or add on (some¬ 
thing) : to put (something) with another thing or group of 
things ■ We're going to add on a new garage. — often + to • 
We’re adding a new garage on to our house. ■ They’re add¬ 
ing $200 on to what we already have to pay. "0* The phrase 
add on to is also written as add onto. ■ We’re adding a new 
garage onto our house. 

add to [phrasal verb] add to (something) : to make (some¬ 
thing) larger, better, or greater ■ He bought another rare 
coin to add to his collection. ■ Her research has greatly 
added to our knowledge of the subject. ■ She’s been able to 
add to her savings [=to save more money] this year. • This 
movie will add to his fame. [=it will make him more fa¬ 
mous] ■ The loud music added to the confusion. [=it made 
the confusion greater] ■ We hope this adds to your enjoy¬ 
ment of the play. ■ The funny characters really add to the 
story. [=they make the story better] ^ Phrases like add to 
this/that and added to this/that are often used informally to 
introduce a statement about something that makes a thing 
or situation better, worse, more important, etc. • We were 
given little time to finish. Add to this the fact that nobody 
helped us, and you can understand why we were angry. ■ 
We were short of money. Added to that , we were lost! 
add up [phrasal verb ] 1 a : to be added together and equal 
the expected or coirect total — usually used in negative 
constructions ■ The numbers just don’t add up. [=they 
don’t equal the expected total] b : to make sense : to 
seem to be logical or true ■ They must be lying; their story 
just doesn’t add up. C : to slowly increase and become a 
large number or amount ■ A cup of coffee may only cost a 
dollar, but those dollars add up quickly. ■ I’m saving a little 
money each month. Eventually it'll add up. • The hours 
that I spend traveling to work really add up. 2 add (some¬ 
thing) up or add up (something) : to put together or count 
(the number or amount of something) to find the total ■ 
Start by adding up how much money you have, and then 
add up your costs. ■ Let’s add up all of the money we saved. 
■ When you add it all up, he’s spent over half of his life in 
jail. 3 add up to (something) a : to have (a number) as a 
total ■ The amount of money she spends on coffee adds up 
to $2.75 a day. ■ That adds up to more than a thousand dol¬ 
lars a year, b : to produce (a specified result) ■ These 
plans should add up to a very exciting vacation. ■ With 
these three bands playing together, it all adds up to one of 
the year’s best rock concerts. ■ All of the team’s hard work 
didn’t add up to a win. 

— added adj ■ The historical details provide added [-addi¬ 
tional] depth/richness/weight to his story. ■ added value ■ 
an added attraction/advantage 
ADD abbr attention deficit disorder 

ad-den-dum /a'dcndam/ noun, pi -den*da /-'dcnda/ or 
-den*dums [count] : something that is added; especially ; a 
section of a book that is added to the main or original text ■ 
The letters are included as an addendum to the biography, 
ad'der /'zeda*/ noun , pi -ders [count] : a poisonous snake 
found in Europe 

ad-dict /'sedikt/ noun, pi -diets [count] 

1 : a person who is not able to stop taking drugs : a person 
who is addicted to drugs ■ The clinic provides counseling for 
(drug) addicts. • a heroin/cocaine/crack addict 

2 informal : a person who likes or enjoys something very 
much and spends a large amount of time doing it, watching 
it, etc. • a television addict [-junkie] ■ basketball addicts 


ad-dict-ed /a'diktad/ adj [more most ~] : having an ad¬ 
diction: such as a : unable to stop using a harmful sub¬ 
stance (such as a drug) — usually + to • He’s addicted to her¬ 
oin/nicotine. b : unable to stop doing something that is 
harmful ■ a severely addicted smoker — usually + to ■ He’s 
addicted to smoking. C : having an unusually great interest 
in something or a need to do or have something — usually + 
to • He’s addicted to (playing/watching) basketball. ■ She’s 
addicted to television, 
ad-diotion /a'dikjan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : a strong and harmful need to regularly have something 
(such as a drug) or do something (such as gamble) [count] 
He has a drug addiction. — often + to • an addiction to pain 
medication ■ an addiction to playing the lottery [noncount] 
His life has been ruined by heroin addiction. 

2 [count] : an unusually great interest in something or a need 
to do or have something ■ He devotes his summers to his 
surfing addiction. — often + to ■ She has an addiction to mys¬ 
tery novels. 

ad-dic«tive /a'diktiv/ adj [more most ~] : causing addic¬ 
tion: such as a : causing a strong and harmful need to regu¬ 
larly have or do something ■ highly addictive drugs like crack 
and heroin b : very enjoyable in a way that makes you 
want to do or have something again ■ the addictive thrill of 
surfing ■ These candies are addictive. 
ad«di«tion /a'dijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : the act or process of joining something to 
something else : the act or process of adding something — 
often + of • The soup was thickened by the addition of cream 
in the last stage of cooking. ■ The town welcomed the addi¬ 
tion of three new computers to the library. 

2 [noncount] mathematics \ the act or process of adding 
numbers ■ The children learned addition and subtraction. 

3 [count] : something or someone more that is included 
: something or someone that is added ■ The museum’s col¬ 
lection includes several new additions. — usually + to • an 
addition to the family [=a new member of the family, such as 
a newborn baby] ■ The sculpture is the newest addition to the 
museum’s collection. 

4 [count] US : a part of a building that is built after the orig¬ 
inal part has been completed ■ The addition expands the 
kitchen and adds a second bathroom. 

in addition : as something more — used for adding infor¬ 
mation to a statement ■ The city has the largest population 
in the country and in addition [=also, additionally] is a ma¬ 
jor shipping port. • Sandwiches were served, and several 
salads in addition. 

in addition to : along with or together with (something or 
someone) ■ In addition to soup, several salads were served. 
■ There were six people at the meeting in addition to me. 
ad*di«tion«al /a'dijanj/ adj : more than is usual or expected 

■ Larger windows will require additional work, but the addi¬ 
tional light they will provide may be worth the extra trouble. 

■ There’s an additional [-extra] fee/charge for returning the 
car a day late. ■ The memory on this computer has the addi¬ 
tional [=added] advantage of being expandable. 

— ad*di>tion»aMy /a*dijan|i/ adv • The restaurant has a 
large menu; additionally [=in addition ], there are several 
special dishes that are prepared each day. 

ad-di‘tive /'asdativ/ noun, pi -tives [count] : something 
(such as a chemical) that is added in small amounts to a sub¬ 
stance to improve it in some way ■ a gasoline additive to re¬ 
duce pollution ■ food additives 

ad-dle /'zed]/ verb ad*dles; ad-dled; ad*dling [+ obj] : to 
make (someone’s mind or brain) unable to think clearly • It’s 
a dangerous poison that’s strong enough to addle the brain. ■ 
Their brains were addled with/by fear/drugs. 

— addled adj ■ I needed a moment to clear my addled [= con¬ 
fused ] brain/mind. ■ an addled old man 

add-on /'a 2 d,a:n/ noun, pi -oris [count] : an extra part or 
device that can be added to something else to improve it ■ He 
has all the latest add-ons for his computer. ■ I knew the base 
price for the car, but with the add-ons I wanted, the final 
price was quite a bit higher. — often used before another 
noun ■ add-on components ■ add-on equipment 
1 ad-dress /3‘dres/ verb -dress-es; -dressed; -dress-ing 
[+ obj] 

1 : to write on an envelope, package, letter, etc., the name 
and address of the person or business it is being sent to ■ I’ve 
addressed the letter, but it still needs a stamp. ■ The package 
is sealed; it just needs to be addressed. • We spent the after¬ 
noon addressing invitations to all our friends. ■ The letter was 
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returned because it had been addressed incorrectly. 

2 a : to speak to (a person or group) ■ She ignored most of 
the people at the table, addressing only the man who was sit¬ 
ting next to her. ■ One of the characters addresses the audi¬ 
ence directly throughout the play, b : to use a specified 
name or title when speaking or writing to (someone) — + as 
■ As children, we addressed him as “sir” [=we called him 
“sir”] even though he was only a few years older than us. ■ 
You should address the queen as “Your Majesty.” C : to di¬ 
rect (spoken or written words) to someone ■ She addressed 
her comments to the man [=she spoke to the man] who was 
sitting next to her. ■ Most of the speaker’s remarks were ad¬ 
dressed to those with experience in the industry. 

3 : to give a formal speech to (a group of people) • Before the 
awards were given, the mayor addressed the crowd. 

4 formal : to give attention to (something) : to deal with (a 
matter, issue, problem, etc.) ■ We’re all curious about how 
the mayor plans to address the issue. ■ Air pollution is one of 
the many problems being addressed by the scientists at the 
conference. ■ The principal held a meeting to address the stu¬ 
dents’ concerns. If you address yourself to an issue or 
problem you give your attention to it. • The governor is ad¬ 
dressing himself to the problem of underfunded schools. 

2 ad«dress /a'dres, '£e,dr£s/ noun, pi -dress-es [count] 

1 a : the words and numbers that are used to describe the lo¬ 
cation of a building and that are written on letters, enve¬ 
lopes, and packages so that they can be mailed to that loca¬ 
tion ■ Write your name, address, and phone number in the 
spaces provided. ■ Our address [=the address of our home] is 
82 Third Street. ■ Please deliver the package to my work ad¬ 
dress. [=the address of the building where I work] ■ I forgot 
to put the return address [=the address of the person sending 
the letter] on the envelope. — see picture at mail b : the 
letters, numbers, and symbols that are used to direct an 
e-mail message or to show the location of a site on the Inter¬ 
net ■ an e-mail address ■ a Web address 

2 : a formal speech ■ We listened to the President’s inaugural 
address on the radio. ■ She was asked to give/deliver a formal 
address at the ceremony. — see also keynote address, 
PUBLIC ADDRESS SYSTEM 

form/term of address : a word, name, or title that is used 
when speaking or writing to someone ■ “Honey” is an af¬ 
fectionate term of address in U.S. English, 
address book noun, pi ~ books [count] 

1 : a small book in which you write the names, addresses, 
and telephone numbers of people you know 

2 : a place on a computer or other device for storing e-mail 
addresses, phone numbers, etc. 

ad-dress-ee /^.dre'si:/ noun, pi -ees [count] : the person 
to whom mail is addressed • The addressee no longer lives 
here, so I’ve returned the letter to the post office. 
ad*duce /a'duis, Brit a'dju:s/ verb -duc-es; -duced; -duc- 
ing [+ obj] formal : to mention or provide (something, such 
as a fact or example) as evidence or proof to support an ar¬ 
gument ■ The evidence the author has adduced [-put forth] is 
rather weak. 

ad-e-noids /'ieda^oidz/ noun [plural ] : a mass of tissue in 
the back of the throat that can become swollen and make it 
difficult to breathe 

— ad-e-noi-dal /^da'noid]/ adj ■ an adenoidal voice [=a na¬ 
sal voice, a voice that sounds odd or unattractive because 
it seems to be spoken through the nose] 

1 adept /a'dept/ adj [more most ~J : very good at doing 
something that is not easy ■ He’s adept in several languages. ■ 
politically adept — usually + at * She’s adept at fixing flaws in 
the system. ■ He was adept at (using) computers. 

— adept-ly adv • He switched adeptly between English and 
Italian. — adept-ness noun [noncount] ■ her adeptness at 
fixing flaws 

2 ad«ept /'£e,d£pt/ noun, pi -epts [count] : a highly skilled or 
well-trained person : someone who is adept at something ■ a 
computer adept ■ an adept at chess 
ad*e*auate /'adikwat/ ad) [more most ~] 

1 : enough for some need or requirement ■ Be sure to allow 
adequate [= sufficient, enough] time for the paint to dry. ■ The 
garden hasn’t been getting adequate water. ■ The food was 
more than adequate for the six of us. 

2 : good enough : of a quality that is good or acceptable ■ 
Millions of people lack adequate [=sufficient] health care. ■ 
The school lunch should be adequate to meet the nutritional 
needs of growing children. ■ The machine does an adequate 
job. ■ The tent should provide adequate protection from the 


elements. ■ The quality of his work was perfectly adequate. 
: of a quality that is acceptable but not better than accept¬ 
able ■ Your grades are adequate but I think you can do bet¬ 
ter. ■ The quality of his work was only/merely/barely ade¬ 
quate. — opposite INADEQUATE 

— ad-e-qua-cy /'sedikwasi/ noun [noncount] ■ Environmen¬ 
talists doubt the adequacy of the regulations. [=doubt that 
the regulations are adequate] — ad*e»quate*ly adv " Are 
you adequately prepared for the exam? 

ad-here Aed'hi^/ verb -heres; -hered; -her-ing [no obj] 
: to stick to something : to attach firmly to something ■ The 
stamp failed to adhere. — usually + to ■ The stamp failed to 
adhere to the envelope. ■ The mud adhered to his shoes. 
adhere to [phrasal verb] adhere to (something) : to act in the 
way that is required by (something, such as a rule, belief, 
or promise) ■ They will adhere to the terms of the contract. 
■ Certain standards must be adhered to by all members. ■ 
She adheres to [= follows] a strict vegetarian diet. 
ad*her*ence Aed'hirans/ noun [noncount] : the act of ad¬ 
hering; especially : the act of doing what is required by a 
rule, belief, etc. — usually + to ■ The school requires adher¬ 
ence to a strict dress code. ■ adherence to religious laws 

— compare adhesion 

ad-her*ent Aed'hirant/ noun, pi -ents [count] : a person 
who is loyal to a leader, group, or religion • adherents of Is¬ 
lam/Judaism/Buddhism ■ one of Freud’s adherents [=some- 
one who agrees with Freud’s theories] : a person who ad¬ 
heres to or supports a system or set of principles ■ an 
adherent of free trade 
ad-he-sion /sed'hi: 3 an/ noun, pi -sions 

1 [noncount] : the act of adhering; especially : the act of 
sticking or attaching to something ■ the adhesion of the coat¬ 
ing ■ the adhesion of the mud to my shoes — compare ad¬ 
herence 

2 [count] medical: a condition in which body tissues that are 
supposed to be separate grow together because of swelling 
after surgery ■ postoperative adhesions 

1 ad*he*Sive / 2 ed*hi:siv/ adj [more —; most ~] : designed to 
stick to something ■ Cover the cut with an adhesive bandage. 
■ adhesive tape 

2 adhesive noun,pi -sives [count]: a substance (such as glue 
or cement) that is used to make things stick together ■ You'll 
need a strong adhesive to attach the boards, 
ad hoc Aed'haik/ adj 

1 : formed or used for a special purpose ■ The mayor ap¬ 
pointed an ad hoc committee to study the project. 

2 : made or done without planning because of an immediate 
need ■ We had to make some ad hoc changes to the plans. ■ 
We’ll hire more staff on an ad hoc basis. 

— ad hoc adv • The decisions were made ad hoc. 

1 adieu /a'du:, a'dju:/ interj, formal + literary : goodbye or fare¬ 
well ■ Adieu, my friends. 

2 adieu noun, pi adieus or adieux /a'du:, a'dju:/ [count] for¬ 
mal + literary : an expression of good wishes when someone 
leaves : farewell ■ She bid/wished me adieu. 
ad iri‘fi*ni*tum Ajed^fa'naitam/ adv : without an end or 
limit: forever ■ We don’t have to debate the issue ad infin¬ 
itum, do we? Ad infinitum is a Latin phrase that means “to 
infinity.” 

adi'OS /,Q:di'ous, Brit ,£edi*Ds/ interj, US, informal : good¬ 
bye ■ Adiosl We'll see you tomorrow, 
adj abbr adjective 

ad-ja-cent /a'cfeeisnt/ adj ‘ close or near : sharing a border, 
wall, or point ■ The other group is meeting in the adjacent 
room. [=the room that is next to this room] ■ Their property 
and our property are adjacent. [=are next to each other] ■ 
The dialect is spoken in New York City and adjacent [-near¬ 
by] areas. — often + to • We’re meeting in the room adjacent 
to [-next to] this one. ■ Their property and our property are 
adjacent to each other. 

ad*jec*tive /'£e<feiktrv/ noun, pi -tives [count]: a word that 
describes a noun or a pronoun ■ The words blue in “the blue 
car,” deep in “the water is deep," and tired in “I’m very tired” 
are adjectives. — abbr. adj 

— ad-jec-ti-val /gsecfeik'taival/ adj ■ an adjectival phrase 
— ad-jec-ti-val-ly adv ■ Use the word adjectivally. 

ad-join /a'cfeoin/ verb -joins; -joined -join-ing of a build¬ 
ing, room, area of land, etc. : to be next to or joined with 
something [+ obj] Her office adjoins the library. ■ The two 
rooms adjoin each other, [no obj] The two rooms adjoin. 

— adjoining adj ■ We reserved adjoining rooms at the hotel, 
ad-journ /a'cfeswi/ verb -journs; -journed; -journ-ing : to 
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end something (such as a meeting or session) for a period of 
time [+ obj] The chairperson has adjourned the meeting. • 
Court is adjourned until 10:00 tomorrow. • This meeting is 
adjourned, [no obj ] The meeting adjourned at 4:00. • Con¬ 
gress will not adjourn until the budget has been completed. 
adjourn to [phrasal verb] adjourn to (a place) : to leave one 
place and go to (another place) after the end of a meeting, 
discussion, etc. • After the ceremony, we adjourned to the 
garden where lunch was served. — often used humorously 
■ Are we done here? Good, let’s adjourn to the bar. 

— ad-journ-ment /a'cfea-nmant/ noun, pi -merits [count] a 
six-hour meeting with only two brief adjournments [non¬ 
count] The adjournment of Congress will be delayed until 
the budget is complete. 

adjudge /a'cfeAcfe/ verb -judg-es; -judged; -judg-ing [+ 

obj] formal : to consider or judge (something) in a specified 
way ■ The critics have adjudged [=(more commonly) deemed, 
judged] the play a success. ■ The court adjudged the contract 
to be fraudulent. 

ad*ju*di*cate /o'c&mdigkeit/ verb -cates; -cat-ed; -eat¬ 
ing formal : to make an official decision about who is right 
in a dispute [+ obj] The board will adjudicate claims made 
against teachers. ■ The case was adjudicated in the state 
courts, [no obj] The board will adjudicate when claims are 
made against teachers. 

— ad-ju-di*ca-tion /3,cfeu:di , keij3n/ noun [noncount] • the 
process of adjudication • The case is under adjudication. 

— ad-ju-di-ca-tor /3'cfeu:di,keit<r/ noun, pi -tors [count] 
1 ad*junct /'ze,d5Aijkt/ noun, pi -juncts [count] 

1 : something that is joined or added to another thing but is 
not an essential part of it ■ Massage therapy can be used as 
an adjunct along with the medication. — usually + to • The 
Web site is designed as an adjunct to the book. 

2 grammar : a word or phrase (such as an adverb or preposi¬ 
tional phrase) that provides added information about the 
meaning of a verb in a sentence by expressing a relation of 
time, place, manner, etc. ■ In “They ate heartily,” the word 
heartily is an adjunct and in "We left at noon,” the phrase at 
noon is an adjunct. 

2 adjunct adj, always used before a noun 

1 : added or joined in order to be used with something • mas¬ 
sage therapy as an adjunct treatment 

2 : added to a teaching staff for only a short time or in a low¬ 
er position than other staff ■ adjunct faculty ■ an adjunct pro¬ 
fessor 

ad-jure /a'c^ua 1 / verb -jures; -jured; -jur-ing [+ obj] formal 
: to urge or command (someone) to do something ■ He ad¬ 
jured his followers to remain faithful to the cause. 
acHllSt /a'cfrAst/ verb -justs; -just-ed; -just-ing 

1 [+ obj] a : to change (something) in a minor way so that it 
works better • The car is easier to drive since the clutch was 
adjusted. ■ I adjusted the volume on the radio, b : to change 
the position of (something) ■ He adjusted his glasses/tie. ■ She 
adjusted the car seat so she could reach the pedals. 

2 : to change in order to work or do better in a new situation 
[no obj] Going to a new school can be difficult, but the kids 
will eventually adjust. — often + to ■ The kids will eventually 
adjust to the new school. ■ Our eyes gradually adjusted to the 
darkness of the cave. ■ It’s hard to adjust to the idea that she’s 
gone. [+ obj] It’s hard to adjust myself to the idea that she’s 
gone. — see also well-adjusted 

3 : to make an amount or number more exact by consider¬ 
ing other information — usually + for [+ obj ] He actually 
makes less money now than he did 10 years ago, when you 
adjust his salary for inflation. [=when you calculate what his 
salary would be without inflation] [no obj] He makes less 
money now, when you adjust for inflation, than he did 10 
years ago. 

— ad-just-able /a'c^Astabal/ adj ■ an adjustable strap/ 
wrench/waistband — ad-just-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

— see also insurance adjuster, loss adjuster 
ad-just-ment /a'^Astmant/ noun, pi -merits 

1 : a small change that improves something or makes it 
work better [count] The engine only needed a minor adjust¬ 
ment. ■ She made some slight adjustments to the recipe. 
[noncount] The engine only needed minor adjustment. 

2 : a change that makes it possible for a person to do better 
or work better in a new situation [count] Moving from the 
city to the country requires an adjustment, [noncount] We 
went through a period of adjustment at the new school. 

3 : the act or process of changing or adjusting something 
(such as a number) [count] The figures were calculated with 


no adjustments for inflation, [noncount] The figures were 
calculated with no adjustment for inflation. 

ad-ju-tant /'feefcatant/ noun, pi -tants [count] : an army of¬ 
ficer who helps the commanding officer and is responsible 
for written communications 

ad—lib /'ged'lib/ verb -libs; -libbed; -lib-bing : to make up 
words or music in a performance instead of saying or playing 
something that has been planned : improvise [no obj] The 
actor forgot his lines, so he ad-libbed. ■ a comedian who is 
admired for his ability to ad-lib [+ obj] The actor ad-libbed 
his lines. ■ She ad-libbed the guitar solo. ■ ad-lib a joke 

— ad-lib noun, pi -libs [count] • Some of the best jokes in 
the movie were ad-libs. — ad-lib adj ■ an ad-lib joke 
— ad-lib adv • did the whole dialogue ad-lib 

ad*man /'ged^sen/ noun, pi ad-men /-,men/ [count] some¬ 
what informal : a man who writes or sells advertisements 

ad-min /'zed.min/ noun [noncount] Brit, informal : adminis¬ 
tration • You’ll have to go see the people in admin. * She 
has a job in admin. 

ad*min*is*ter /ad'minista-/ verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to manage the operation of (something, such as a 
company or government) or the use of (something, such as 
property) • As a cost-saving measure, voters have elected to 
have the two towns administered jointly. ■ The UN personnel 
are there to help administer the territory. ■ She’s been hired 
to administer the fund. 

2 [+ obj] : to provide or apply (something, such as justice) 
: to put (something) into effect ■ administer justice [=give fair 
rewards and punishments in legal disputes and for crimes] ■ 
administer punishment 

3 [+ obj] : to give or present (something) officially or as part 
of a ceremony • The assistant will administer the test. • ad¬ 
minister an oath • a priest to administer the sacraments 

4 [+ obj] : to give (a drug, medicine, or treatment) to some¬ 
one ■ The doctor will administer the anesthesia before the 
surgery begins. ■ The drug is administered by injection. 

5 [no obj] : to give needed help or care to others — + to • ad¬ 
minister [=(more commonly) minister] to an ailing friend • 
administer to the needs of the poor 

ad*min*iS*tra*tion /adimina'streijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 a [noncount] : the activities that relate to running a com¬ 
pany, school, or other organization ■ He works in hospital 
administration. [=his work involves management of a hospi¬ 
tal] ■ She has a degree in business administration, b [count] 
: a group of people who manage the way a company, school, 
or other organization functions ■ The editorial criticizes the 
college’s administration for not taking a stand on the issue. 

2 or Administration [count] a : a government or part of a 
government that is identified with its leader (such as a U.S. 
president or British prime minister) ■ We studied U.S. foreign 
policy in/during the Reagan Administration, [^during the 
time when Reagan was President] ■ the Thatcher administra¬ 
tion ■ Her lecture compared the policies of this administra¬ 
tion to the previous one. * Administration officials refused to 
comment. ■ At first, the administration denied the allega¬ 
tions. b : a U.S. govermnent department ■ The drug has 
been approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration. 

3 [noncount] : the act or process of providing or administer¬ 
ing something ■ the administration of justice • oral adminis¬ 
tration of the drug 

ad-min-is-tra-tive /ad'ininagStreitiv/ adj : of or relating to 
the management of a company, school, or other organiza¬ 
tion ■ She has an administrative job. • administrative tasks/du¬ 
ties ■ an administrative assistant 

— ad-min-is-tra-tive-ly adv 

ad*min*iS*tra*tor /adhnmagStreita 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] 
: a person who administers something: such as a ; a person 
whose job is to manage a company, school, or other organi¬ 
zation ■ a hospital administrator bra person who controls 
the use of something (such as property or money) • Her el¬ 
dest son will act as the administrator of the estate. 

ad*mi*ra*ble /'sedinrabal/ adj [more most ~] : deserving 
to be admired : very good ■ The film does an admirable (= ex¬ 
cellent] job of depicting life in the 1940s. • Loyalty was her 
most admirable quality. • Their motives were admirable. 

— ad-mi-ra-bly /'sedmrabli/ adv • He managed the crisis ad¬ 
mirably. 

ad*mi*ral /'gedinral/ noun, pi -rals [count] : a high-ranking 
officer in the navy 

Ad-mi-ral*ty /'gedmralti/ noun 
the Admiralty : a govermnent department formerly in 
charge of the British Navy 
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ad-mi>ra-tion /laEdma'reiJsn/ noun : a feeling of great re- 
spect and approval [noncount] She looked at them in admi¬ 
ration. ■ I have/feel great admiration for her courage. • We 
were filled with admiration for him. ■ She eamed/won the 
admiration of her coworkers, [singular] I have/feel a great 
admiration for her courage. 

ad-mire /ad'maja*/ verb -mires; -mired; -mining [+ obj] 

1 : to feel respect or approval for (someone or something) ■ I 
admired the way he handled the crisis. = I admired how he 
handled the crisis. ■ We all admire her courage. = We all ad¬ 
mire her for her courage. = She is much admired for her 
courage. 

2 : to look at (something or someone) with enjoyment ■ We 
gazed out the window and admired the scenery. 

— ad-mir-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ an admirer of modem 
art ■ a beautiful woman who has many admirers 
— admiring adj [more most ~] ■ She received many ad¬ 
miring glances as she walked into the room. — ad*mir- 
ing-ly /ad'mainrjli/ adv 

ad-mis-si-ble /ad'misabal I adj : able to be admitted or al¬ 
lowed; especially : able to be allowed or considered in a legal 
case • admissible evidence ■ The judge decided that the con¬ 
fession was admissible in court. — opposite inadmissible 
ad*miS»Sion /ad'mi/an/ noun, pi -sions 

1 [noncount] : the act of admitting or allowing something ■ 
the admission of evidence in a court of law 

2 [count]: a statement or action by which someone admits a 
weakness, fault, etc. ■ His statement was interpreted as an 
admission of failure/weakness. ■ an admission of error/de¬ 
feat ■ her admission of guilt = her admission that she was 
guilty ■ By his own admission, he is a terrible cook. [=he ad¬ 
mits that he is a terrible cook] 

3 a [noncount] : the right or permission to enter a place ■ He 
tried to get into the theater but was refused admission. [=he 
was not allowed to enter] b [noncount] : the right or per¬ 
mission to join a club, group, etc. ■ They opposed the admis¬ 
sion of women into/to the club. • She was unable to gain ad¬ 
mission into/to the club. = She was denied admission into/to 
the club, c ; the act or process of accepting a patient in a 
hospital for treatment [noncount] He died several hours af¬ 
ter admission to the hospital. [=after being admitted to the 
hospital] ■ Her injuries were serious enough to require hospi¬ 
tal admission. ■ The patient was unconscious on (his) admis¬ 
sion to the hospital. [=when he was admitted to the hospital] 
[count] a large number of hospital admissions d : the act or 
process of accepting someone as a student at a school [non¬ 
count] The school’s standards of admission are high. • He 
submitted an application for admission to the school. 
[count] college/university admissions ■ The school has a poli¬ 
cy of open admissions. [=a policy of accepting all students 
who want to go to the school] — often used before another 
noun ■ an admission(s) exam ■ an admissions officer (=an of¬ 
ficial at a school who is in charge of admitting students] 

4 : the cost of entering a theater, sports stadium, museum, 
etc. [noncount] Admission (to the museum) is free on Tues¬ 
days. ■ A movie will be shown in the auditorium tomorrow 
night. Admission: $5 for adults, $2 for children. ■ The muse¬ 
um offers reduced admission for young children. ■ Her per¬ 
formance by itself was worth the price of admission, [count] 
Reduced admissions are available for young children. — of¬ 
ten used before another noun • an admission fee/charge 

ad-mit /ad'mit/ verb -mits; -mit-ted; -mit-ting [+ obj] 

1 : to say usually in an unwilling way that you accept or do 
not deny the truth or existence of (something) ■ He admitted 
(to me) that he didn’t know the answer. ■ You know you’re 
wrong. Why don’t you admit it? [=why don’t you say that 
you’re wrong?] • You know you’re wrong! Admit it! ■ He fi¬ 
nally admitted his mistake. [=he stopped denying that he had 
made a mistake] ■ I hate to admit it, but he’s right. • He ad¬ 
mitted his guilt. = He admitted that he was guilty. = He ad¬ 
mitted being guilty. • I didn't think I’d like the movie, but I 
have to admit that it was good. = The movie was good, I have 
to admit (it). = The movie was good, I must admit. • She has 
refused to admit defeat. [=to admit that she has been defeat¬ 
ed] — see also admit to (below) 

2 : to let in (someone or something): such as a : to allow 
(someone) to enter a place ■ This ticket admits one person. ■ 
He admitted them into his office, b : to allow (someone) to 
join a club, group, etc. ■ They refused to admit her to/into 
the club, c : to accept (someone) as a patient in a hospital ■ 
The patient was very sick when she was admitted to the hos¬ 
pital. ■ He was admitted last night for chest pains, d law : to 
allow (something) to be considered as evidence in a legal 


case ■ The judge decided to admit the evidence. 
admit of [phrasal verb] admit of ( something ) formal : to al¬ 
low or permit (something, such as an answer or solution) ■ 
a question that admits of two possible answers 
admit to [phrasal verb] admit to ( something ) : to admit 
(something) ; to acknowledge the truth or existence of 
(something) ■ He reluctantly admitted to knowing her. [=he 
admitted knowing her] • He admitted to his guilt. = He ad¬ 
mitted to being guilty. — see also admit 1 (above) 

— admitted adj, always used before a noun • He is an admit¬ 
ted liar. [=he has admitted that he lied] — ad-mit-ted-ly 
/ad'mitadli/ adv • The movie was a success. Admittedly , it 
cost much more than expected. [=1 admit that it cost much 
more than expected] 

ad-mit*tance /ad'mitns/ noun [noncount] formal : permis¬ 
sion to enter a place or to become a member of a club, 
group, etc. : permission to be admitted : admission ■ gain 
admittance ■ He tried to enter the restaurant but was refused 
admittance. ■ They opposed the admittance of women into 
the club. ■ The sign said “No Admittance." 
ad-mix-ture /asd’rmkstfa-/ pi -tures [count] 

1 technical : something added by mixing • an alloy that in¬ 
cludes a small admixture of silver 

2 : something formed by mixing : mixture — not used 
technically ■ Her feelings about starting the business were an 
admixture of fear and excitement. 

ad-morvish /sed l ma:mj'/ verb -ish»es; -ished; -ish-ing [+ 

obj] formal 

1 : to speak to (someone) in a way that expresses disapprov¬ 
al or criticism — often + for ■ His mother admonished him 
for shouting. ■ We were admonished for arriving late. 

2 : to tell or urge (someone) to do something ■ She admon¬ 
ished [=urged] them to keep trying. • They admonished [= en¬ 
couraged] her to control her spending. ■ They were admon¬ 
ished to take advantage of the opportunity. 

— ad*morwsh*ment /zed'mainij’mant/ noun, pi -ments 
[count, noncount] 

ad-mo-ni*tion /.Eedma'ni/an/ noun, pi -tions formal : a 
criticism or warning about behavior [count] a stem admoni¬ 
tion ■ an admonition to be careful [noncount] He offered 
words of advice and admonition. 

— ad*mon»i.to*ry /3d , ma:n3,t h ori, Brit ad'monatri/ adj • 
admonitory remarks 

ad nau«se«am /zed'ncr.zijam/ adv — used to say that some¬ 
thing happens or is done so many times or for such a long 
time that it makes people annoyed, disgusted, etc. ■ We de¬ 
bated the issue ad nauseam without reaching an agreement. 
Ad nauseam is a Latin phrase that means “to sickness." 
ado /a'du:/ noun [noncount] : foolish or unnecessary talk, 
trouble, or activity — often used with much ■ There has been 
much ado about the need for campaign reform. ■ The con¬ 
troversy turned out to be much ado about nothing. 
without further ado : without waiting any longer : right 
away ■ Without further ado , I’d like to introduce our speak¬ 
er. 

ado*be /a'doubi/ noun [noncount]: a type of brick made of a 
mixture of mud and straw that is dried by the sun ■ The 
house was built of adobe. — often used before another noun 

■ adobe bricks/walls/houses 

ad-O-les-cence /^da'lesns/ noun [noncount] : the period 
of life when a child develops into an adult • Their children 
are on the verge of adolescence. ■ He struggled through his 
adolescence. ■ in early/late adolescence 
ad-O-les-cent /jseda'lcsnt/ noun, pi -cents [count] : a 
young person who is developing into an adult: a young per¬ 
son who is going through adolescence ■ Their children are 
now adolescents. ■ a troubled adolescent 

— adolescent adj ■ an adolescent boy/girl 
adopt /s'daipt/ verb adopts; adopt*ed; adopting 

1 : to take a child of other parents legally as your own child 
[no obj] They were unable to have children of their own. so 
they decided to adopt. [+ obj] They decided to adopt a child. 

■ He was adopted as an infant. 

2 1+ obj] a : to begin to use or have (a different manner, 
method, etc.) ■ Their boss has recently adopted a friendlier 
manner. [=has started behaving in a friendlier way] • Did he 
adopt your point of view? ■ We adopted some of the local 
customs, b : to begin to use (a name that is not your real or 
original name) • The author Samuel Clemens adopted the 
name “Mark Twain." c : to live in (a country that is not 
your original country) and regard it as your home • He was 
bom in England but he has adopted Canada as his home. 
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3 [+ obj ]: to accept or approve (something, such as a propos¬ 
al) in a formal or official way ■ The assembly adopted a new 
constitution. ■ The resolution was unanimously adopted by 
the Senate. 

4 [+ obj\ chiefly Brit: to select (someone) officially as a can¬ 
didate ■ The party adopted [^selected, chose ] her as its candi¬ 
date for mayor. 

— adopted adj • an adopted child [=a child who has been 
adopted] ■ She is their adopted daughter. ■ “Mark Twain” 
was the adopted name of Samuel Clemens. ■ Canada is his 
adopted country. 

adoption /a'daipjan/ noun, pi -tions : the act or process 
of adopting someone or something: such as a : the act or 
process of adopting a child [ noncount ] They chose adoption 
because they couldn’t have children of their own. ■ children 
who are available for adoption • an adoption agency ■ She de¬ 
cided to put/give the baby up for adoption. [=to make it pos¬ 
sible for other people to adopt the baby] [count] Our lawyer 
has handled many adoptions, b [ noncount]: the act or pro¬ 
cess of beginning to use something new or different ■ our 
adoption of local customs ■ the company’s adoption of new 
technology C [noncount] : the act or process of giving offi¬ 
cial acceptance or approval to something ■ the unanimous 
adoption of the resolution by the Senate 
adoptive /a'dcuptiv/ adj, always used before a noun — used 
to describe a parent who has adopted a child ■ She is their 
adopted daughter, which makes them her adoptive parents. 
[=the parents who adopted her] 
ador-able /a'dorabal/ adj [more most —l: very appealing 
or attractive : very lovable • He is an adorable [ ^delightful] 
child. ■ They live in an adorable little cottage. 

— ador-ably /a'dorabli/ adv ■ an adorably cute child 
ad-O-ra-tion /iaeda'reijan/ noun [ noncount ]: strong feelings 

of love or admiration ■ They looked at the baby in/with ado¬ 
ration. ■ The doctor has earned the adoration of his patients, 
adore /a'doa*/ verb adores; adored; ador-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to love or admire (someone) very much ■ She adores her 
son. ■ He’s a good doctor. All his patients adore him. 

2 : to like or desire (something) very much : to take great 
pleasure in (something) ■ He adores [=loves] chocolate. ■ 
They adored shopping in all the boutiques. 

— adoring adj • a star athlete and his adoring fans [=his fans 
who adore him] 

adorn /Moan/ verb adorns; adorned; adorn-ing [+ obj] 
somewhat formal : to make (someone or something) more 
attractive by adding something beautiful : decorate • Her 
paintings adorn the walls. — often + with ■ They adorned 
themselves with jewelry. ■ She wore a dress adorned with lace 
and silk flowers. ■ The walls are adorned with her paintings, 
adorn-ment /a'doaTimant/ noun, pi -ments 

1 [noncount] : the act or process of making someone or 
something attractive by decorating : the act or process of 
adorning someone or something ■ the adornment of the walls 
with her paintings 

2 : something added to make a person or thing more attrac¬ 
tive [count] Her room doesn’t have any unnecessary adorn¬ 
ments. [noncount] The entrance to the building has little 
adornment. 

adren-a-line or chiefly Brit adren-a-lin /a'drcnalan/ noun 
[noncount] : a substance that is released in the body of a per¬ 
son who is feeling a strong emotion (such as excitement, 
fear, or anger) and that causes the heart to beat faster and 
gives the person more energy ■ It was a thrilling experience 
that really got our adrenaline going. [=got us very excited] •$* 
If you experience a rush of adrenaline or an adrenaline rush, 
you feel very excited and full of energy. • I felt a rush of 
adrenaline as I walked onto the stage, 
adrift /a'drift/ adj 

1 of a boat : floating on the water without being tied to any¬ 
thing or controlled by anyone • We could see a ship adrift 
[=drtfting] in the storm. • The canoe was set/cast adrift from 
its moorings. 

2 : without guidance, purpose, or support ■ She was alone 
and adrift in the city. ■ Many workers were cast adrift by 
massive layoffs. 

3 Brit : behind by a specified amount in a race, competition, 
etc. ■ He was eight points adrift (of the leader). 

come adrift chiefly Brit : to become loose or unattached ■ 
One of the straps on her dress came adrift. 
adroit /a'droit/ adj [more most ~]: very clever or skillful ■ 

an adroit negotiator ■ She is adroit at handling problems. 

— adroit-ly adv ■ She managed the situation adroitly. 


— adroit-ness noun [noncount] 
ad-U-la-tion Aaecfca'leijan/ noun [noncount] : extreme ad¬ 
miration or praise ■ The rugby player enjoyed the adulation 
of his fans. • a writer who inspires adulation in her readers 
1 adult /a'dAlt, '2e,dAlt/ noun, pi adults [count]: a fully grown 
person or animal ■ Her books appeal both to children and to 
adults. • Children must be accompanied by an adult in the 
museum. ■ Only adults can purchase alcohol. ■ This film is 
for adults only. Minors are not admitted. ■ People who are 
close friends as children aren’t always friends as adults. • 
studying interactions between young birds and adults 
2 adult adj, always used before a noun except in sense 2 

1 : fully grown and developed ■ an adult student/leamer ■ 
adult birds ■ I’ve worked here all of my adult life. [=I’ve 
worked here since I became an adult] ■ preparing children 
for adult life 

2 [more most ~] : mature and sensible : not childish ■ We 
need to approach this in an adult way. ■ an adult decision/ 
choice/responsibility 

3 : of or intended for adults • adult literacy ■ adult learning 

4 : dealing with sexual material ■ adult bookstores/movies 

— adult-hood /3'dAlt,hud/ noun, pi -hoods [noncount] 
preparing children for adulthood [count] preparing chil¬ 
dren for their adulthoods 

adult education noun [ noncount] : a course of study for 
adults : continuing education • The university offers a 
popular program of adult education. 
adul-ter-ate /a'dAlta.reit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing [+ 
obj] : to make (something, such as a food or drink) impure 
or weaker by adding something of poor quality ■ The compa¬ 
ny is accused of adulterating its products with cheap addi¬ 
tives. 

-adulterated adj ■ adulterated food - adul-ter-a-tion 

^dAlta'reifan/ noun [noncount] 
adul-ter-er /a'dAltara 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a married 
person who has sex with someone who is not that person’s 
wife or husband : a person who commits adultery 
adulter-ess /a'dAltaras/ noun, pi -ess-es [count] : a mar¬ 
ried woman who has sex with a man who is not her husband 
: a woman who commits adultery 
adul-tery /a'dAltari/ noun [noncount] : sex between a mar¬ 
ried person and someone who is not that person’s wife or 
husband ■ He found out that his wife had committed adul¬ 
tery. • She accused her husband of adultery. 

— adul-ter-ous /a'dAltaras/ adj ■ an adulterous affair/rela¬ 
tionship - adul-ter-ous-ly adv 

adv abbr adverb 

1 ad-vance /ad'vaens, Brit ad'vci.ns/ verb -vanc-es; 
-vanced; -vanc-ing 

1 a [no obj] : to move forward ■ The car advanced slowly 
down the street. ■ The sun slowly advanced across the sky. ■ 
She opened the door and advanced cautiously into the room. 
• Enemy soldiers are advancing on the city. [=they are ap¬ 
proaching the city in order to attack it] b [+ obj] : to move 
(someone or something) forward ■ advance the hands of a 
clock • advance a pawn I=move a pawn forward in a game of 
chess] ■ The film is advanced by an electric motor. ■ The team 
advanced the ball steadily down the field. 

2 [no obj] : to go forward : to make progress ■ Our under¬ 
standing of this disease has advanced rapidly in recent years. 

■ The team did not advance beyond the first round of the 
play-offs. ■ The company tries to keep up with advancing 
technology.: to continue in a process of development, aging, 
etc. ■ As he advanced in age and stature he advanced in 
knowledge. ■ Their children are advancing toward maturity. 

3 : to increase in amount or rate [+ obj] These measures are 
intended to keep landlords from advancing [=raising] rents 
unfairly, [no obj] Wages have continued to advance. ■ Some 
stock prices have advanced while others have declined. ■ 
Loss of memory is often a sign of advancing age. 

4 [+ obj] a : to help the progress of (something) ■ heroes 
whose sacrifices advanced the cause of freedom ■ Volunteers 
have been raising money to advance the work of the society. 

■ They used propaganda to advance their cause. ■ He was ad¬ 
vancing his own interests at the expense of his friend’s. : to 
cause or help (something) to go forward or continue • ad¬ 
vance a plot b : to make (something) higher or better : to 
cause improvement to (something) ■ The success of this nov¬ 
el will help to advance [= enhance ] his reputation/status. 

5 a [+ obj] : to raise (someone) to a higher rank or position ■ 
He was advanced [=promoted] from clerk to assistant manag¬ 
er. b [no obj] : to rise to a higher rank or position ■ The fam- 
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ily has advanced to a position of influence in the community. 
■ He advanced quickly through the ranks. ■ She has contin¬ 
ued to advance steadily in her career. 

6 [+ obj] : to give money to someone as a loan or before the 
usual time • advance a loan to someone = advance someone a 
loan ■ advance an employee a week’s pay ■ His publisher ad¬ 
vanced him $100,000 on/for his new book. 

7 [+ obj] : to suggest or propose (something) for consider¬ 
ation or acceptance ■ advance a new plan/theory ■ advance 
an argument ■ Many theories were advanced and rejected. 

8 [+ obj] a : to cause (something) to occur more quickly ■ a 
chemical used to advance the ripening of fruit b : to make 
(something) earlier ■ advance the date of the meeting 

— ad-vanc-er noun, pi -ers [count] • There were more ad¬ 
vancers [=stocks that increased in value] than decliners in 
the stock market yesterday. 

2 advance noun, pi -vances 

1 : forward movement [noncount] trying to halt the enemy's 
advance [count] trying to halt the enemy’s advances 

2 : progress in the development or improvement of some¬ 
thing [count] recent advances in medicine ■ a big/dramatic/ 
huge/major/significant advance in technology • The new sys¬ 
tem represents a considerable advance over the old one. ■ 
There have been few advances made in the treatment of this 
disease, [noncount] There has been little advance made in 
the treatment of this disease. • policies that are important for 
economic advance [advancement] 

3 [count] : a rise in price, value, or amount • The workers 
won wage advances. ■ a yearlong advance in stock prices 

4 [count] : the act of speaking to someone in an effort to 
start a sexual relationship — usually plural ■ Her unfriendly 
look discourages advances. • She rebuffed/rejected his ad¬ 
vances. ■ He is accused of making unwelcome sexual advanc¬ 
es to female coworkers. 

5 [count] : money given to someone as a loan or before the 
usual time of payment ■ I need an advance on my salary. ■ He 
was given a $100,000 advance on/for his new book. ■ a cash 
advance 

In advance : before something happens ■ He knew about 
the change two weeks in advance. [=two weeks before the 
change occurred] ■ There was no way to know in advance 
[=ahead of time] that these problems would occur.: before 
a future event or time ■ We made reseivations in advance. • 
You should call in advance to make an appointment. ■ 
Thank you in advance for your help. — often + of • They 
began to make preparations several days in advance of 
[=before, ahead of her arrival. 

3 adVance adj, always used before a noun 

1 : made, sent, or provided at an early time • an advance pay¬ 
ment ■ an advance warning ■ an advance copy of a new book 

2 : going or placed before others ■ an advance guard ■ an ad¬ 
vance scout • (US) an advance man/woman/team [=a man, 
woman, or group whose job is to go to a place and make 
preparations for someone (such as a politician or an enter¬ 
tainer) who is coming to visit that place at a later time] 

ad-vanced /ad'vaenst, Brit ad'vcrnst/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : beyond the basic level ■ advanced mathematics ■ She’s 
taking an advanced course in English. = She’s taking a 
course in advanced English. ■ The school has courses for ele¬ 
mentary, intermediate, and advanced students. ■ The book 
explains both basic and advanced techniques. ■ The job re¬ 
quires someone with an advanced degree. [=a degree (such 
as a master’s degree or a PhD) that is higher than a bache¬ 
lor’s degree] 

2 : far along in a course of progress or development: such as 
a : having developed more than others ■ a highly advanced 
civilization [=a modem civilization] • an advanced society b 
: having or using new and modem methods ■ advanced tech¬ 
nology ■ technologically advanced weapons ■ The system has 
many advanced features, c : having reached a bad state or 
condition ■ The house was in an advanced state of disrepair. 
[=the house was in very poor condition] ■ The disease is in an 
advanced stage. ■ an advanced form of cancer d : far along 
in a process of aging ■ She began painting at an advanced 
age. [=she began painting when she was old] • He is rather 
advanced In age/years. [=rather old] ■ a man/woman of ad¬ 
vanced age/years [=an old man/woman] 

Advanced level noun, pi ~ levels [count] Brit : a level 
ad*vance*ment /ad'vaensmant, Brit sd'vccnsmant/ noun, 
pi -merits : the act of advancing: such as a : the act of 
moving forward [noncount] They have been unable to slow 
the advancement [=advance] of the enemy troops. ■ A motor 


inside the camera is used for advancement of the film. 
[count] troop advancements [=(more commonly) advances ] 
b : the act or result of making something better, more suc¬ 
cessful, etc. [noncount] She contributed greatly to the ad¬ 
vancement of the new organization. ■ working for the ad¬ 
vancement of leaming/science/truth ■ The program supports 
economic advancement in rural areas, [count] There have 
been many recent advancements [= advances, improvements] 
in this technology. ■ This new method is a great advancement 
over past techniques. C : the act of being raised to a higher 
rank or position [noncount] The job offers many opportuni¬ 
ties for professional advancement. • His advancement [= pro¬ 
motion] to captain came last year. ■ He is being considered 
for advancement. ■ career advancement ■ social advancement 
[count] a series of rapid career advancements 
ad*van«taae /od'vaentiffe, Brit ad'vcrnticfe/ noun, pi -tag*es 

1 [count] a : something (such as a good position or condi¬ 
tion) that helps to make someone or something better or 
more likely to succeed than others ■ Higher ground gave the 
enemy the/an advantage. ■ He has/enjoys an unfair advan¬ 
tage over us because of his wealth. ■ His plan has the advan¬ 
tage of being less expensive than other options. • He lacked 
the advantages of an advanced education. ■ Speed is an ad¬ 
vantage in most sports. • The company’s only advantage over 
the competition is its location. ■ Applicants for this job will 
find that previous experience is an advantage. • The union 
should be at an advantage [=should have an advantage] in 
the negotiations, b : a good or desirable quality or feature ■ 
Being able to set your own schedule is one of the advantages 
of owning a business. • Among the advantages of a small col¬ 
lege is its campus life. — opposite disadvantage 

2 [noncount] : benefit or gain ■ There isn’t any advantage in/ 
to leaving early. ■ She used her position for personal advan¬ 
tage. [=for personal gain: to help herself] ■ The error was to 
our advantage. [=we were helped by the error] — opposite 
disadvantage *$■ If you turn/use something to your advan¬ 
tage or to good advantage, you use something in a way that 
is helpful to you. • Is there a way to turn this situation to our 
advantage ? [=is there a way to exploit this situation?; is there 
a way to take advantage of this situation?] 

3 [noncount] tennis : the first point won after the score is tied 
at 40-^40 — used to announce the person who has won the 
point ■ Advantage Mr. Jones. 

take advantage of 1 : to use (something, such as an op¬ 
portunity) in a way that helps you : to make good use of 
(something) ■ We took advantage of the warm weather and 
did some yard work. ■ They are taking advantage of an op¬ 
portunity to travel. ■ You should take (full) advantage of 
this opportunity while you can. 2 a : to ask for or expect 
more than is fair or reasonable from (someone) : to treat 
(someone who is generous or helpful) unfairly ■ After a 
while, I began to think she was taking advantage of me. b 
: to use (something) unfairly for personal gain ■ He took 
advantage of[=exploited] my lack of knowledge. ■ She took 
advantage of our generosity. 

to advantage : in an attractive and appealing way • The dis¬ 
play shows off the collection to (good/best) advantage. 
ad’Van-taged /ad'vzenticfed, Brit ad'vainticfed/ adj [more 
most H : having or providing the things (such as money and 
education) that are considered necessary for a good position 
in society : having or providing advantages over other peo¬ 
ple : privileged • advantaged children ■ He comes from an 
advantaged community/background. ■ an advantaged posi¬ 
tion 

ad*van>ta>geous Aaed.vaen'teicfeas/ adj [more most —] 
: helpful or favorable : giving an advantage to someone ■ He 
found it advantageous [-beneficial] to arrive early. ■ These 
changes will be advantageous to you. [=will help youl ■ Her 
experience placed her in an advantageous position to apply 
for the job. — opposite disadvantageous 
— ad*van-ta-geousdy adv • Where can we invest the mon¬ 
ey most advantageously ? 
ad*vent /'aed,vent/ noun 

1 [singular] : the time when something begins or arrives : the 
first appearance of something ■ the advent of spring ■ the ad¬ 
vent of the printing press ■ the advent of personal computers 

2 Advent [noncount] in the Christian religion : the period of 
time beginning four Sundays before Christmas ■ Our church 
is holding some special services during Advent. 

ad»ven»ture /ad'ventfa-/ noun, pi -tures 
1 [count] : an exciting or dangerous experience ■ The field 
trip was an adventure for the students. ■ He told us about his 
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camping adventures. — often used before another noun * an 
adventure story/novel 

2 [ noncount ] : danger or excitement • He has a strong spirit/ 
sense of adventure. [=he enjoys doing dangerous and exciting 
things] ■ They were looking for adventure. 

adventure playground noun, pi — grounds [count] 
Brit : an outdoor area that has objects on which children can 
climb and play 

ad-ven-tur-er /ad'ventfara 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : someone who likes dangerous or exciting experiences : a 
person who looks for adventures 

2 somewhat old-fashioned : a person who tries to become 
wealthy or powerful by doing things that are illegal or dis¬ 
honest ■ corporate adventurers 

ad«ven*ture«SOme /ad'ventfasam/ adj [more most —] 
chiefly US : liking to do dangerous and exciting things : seek¬ 
ing adventure • an adventuresome [=5 adventurous ] explorer 
ad-ven-tUMSm /ad'vcntfa^zam/ noun [noncount] disap¬ 
proving : an attitude or way of behaving that involves at¬ 
tempting to gain an advantage by doing things that are re¬ 
garded as foolish or risky • military adventurism 

— ad-ven-tur-ist /ad'ventfanst/ noun, pi -ists [count] 

ad-ven-tur-OUS /ad'ventfaras i adj [more most ~] 

1 a : not afraid to do new and dangerous or exciting things ■ 
The island attracts adventurous travelers. * He is an adventur¬ 
ous cook who is always trying new recipes, b : exciting or 
unusual • Her design is an adventurous departure from what 
we usually see. ■ The restaurant offers an adventurous [in¬ 
novative] menu. 

2 : full of danger and excitement ■ They have an adventurous 
lifestyle. ■ an adventurous trip/vacation 

ad-verb /' 2 ed,v^b/ noun, pi -verbs [count] : a word that de¬ 
scribes a verb, an adjective, another adverb, or a sentence 
and that is often used to show time, manner, place, or degree 
■ In “arrived early,” “runs slowly,” “stayed home,” and 
“works hard,” the words “early,” “slowly," “home,” and 
“hard” are adverbs. 

— ad-ver-bi-al /sed'vabijal/ adj ■ an adverbial phrase ■ In 
some sentences the word “likely” is adverbial rather than 
adjectival. ■ the adverbial suffix “-ly” — ad-ver-bi-al-ly adv 

ad-ver-sar-i-al Asedva^serijal/ adj [more most ~] formal 
: involving two people or two sides who oppose each other ■ 
The two men have always had an adversarial relationship. 
[=they have always opposed each other; they have always 
treated each other as adversaries] ■ an adversarial system of 
justice with prosecution and defense opposing each other 
ad-ver-sary /'zedva^seri, Brit 'gedvasri/ noun, pi -sar-ies 
[count] formal: an enemy or opponent ■ His political adver¬ 
saries tried to prevent him from winning the nomination, 
ad-verse / 2 ed*va*s, 'ajd.vjys/ adi [more most ~] : bad or 
unfavorable : not good ■ adverse criticism/remarks ■ He had 
an adverse reaction to the medicine. [=he reacted badly to 
the medicine; the medicine had a bad effect on him] ■ Many 
fear that budget cuts will have an adverse [=damaging] effect 
on education. ■ adverse circumstances/conditions/weather ■ 
The drug has no adverse [=hamiful\ side effects. 

— ad-verse-ly adv • Sales were adversely affected by the bad 
weather. ■ Staff changes could affect the project adversely. 

ad-ver-si-ty /sed'va'sati/ noun, pi -ties : a difficult situation 
or condition : misfortune or tragedy [noncount] He showed 
courage in the face of adversity. • We had to learn to deal 
with adversity, [count] They overcame many adversities. 
ad-vert / a sed a vet/ noun, pi -verts [count] Brit, informal: ad¬ 
vertisement ■ I saw your advert in the newspaper. 
ad-ver-tise /'gedva^taiz/ verb -tis-es; -tised; -tis-ing 

1 : to make the public aware of something (such as a prod¬ 
uct) that is being sold [+ obj] They are advertising the new 
edition of the book. ■ The vacation was advertised as a week 
in paradise. - It turned out to be exactly as advertised, [no 
obj] Business increased after we began to advertise on the ra¬ 
dio. ■ If you want to attract customers, it pays to advertise. 

2 : to make a public announcement (in a newspaper, on the 
Internet, etc.) about something that is wanted or available 
[no obj ] The company is advertising for a secretary. [+ obj] 
We advertised the job in the paper. 

3 [+ obj] : to cause people to notice (something) ■ You don’t 
have to advertise [=draw attention to] the fact that we arrived 
late. ■ She advertised her presence by wearing a skimpy dress. 

— ad-ver-tis-er noun, pi -ers [count] • television advertisers 
[=companies that advertise on television] 

ad-ver-tise-ment ^sedva^taizmant, Brit ad'vaitasmant/ 
noun, pi -ments 


1 [count] : something (such as a short film or a written no¬ 
tice) that is shown or presented to the public to help sell a 
product or to make an announcement ■ The advertisement 
will appear in three magazines. ■ He learned about the job 
from an advertisement in the newspaper. • a television/radio 
advertisement — often + for • I saw an advertisement for a 
new car on TV last night. — called also ad, (Brit) advert 

2 [count] : a person or thing that shows how good or effec¬ 
tive something is — +for ■ The rusted car on the lot was not 
much of an advertisement for the car dealership. ■ Successful 
graduates are a good advertisement for a school. 

3 [noncount] : the act or process of advertising • The compa¬ 
ny has spent a lot of money on advertisement. 

ad-ver-tis-ing /■gedvastaiziri/ noun [noncount] 

1 : published or broadcast advertisements ■ There is a lot of 
advertising in that magazine. 

2 : the business of creating advertisements • He is looking 
for a job in advertising. • She works for an advertising agency 
[=(chiefly US) ad agency] in New York. 

ad-vice /ad'vais/ noun [noncount] : an opinion or suggestion 
about what someone should do ■ My advice is to sell your old 
car and get a new one. ■ Take my advice and sell your old car. 
■ He needs advice from an expert. ■ She’s been giving him 
some expert advice about investing. ■ “May I ask your advice 
about/on something?” “Certainly. I’m always happy to give 
advice when asked for it.” ■ Let me offer you a bit/piece/ 
word of advice. = Let me offer you some advice. ■ I took/fol¬ 
lowed my doctor’s advice and lost some weight. = I lost some 
weight on the advice of my doctor, 
advice column noun, pi ~ -umns [count] US : an article 
in a newspaper or magazine that offers advice to people who 
write to ask for help with a problem — called also (Brit) ago¬ 
ny column 

- advice columnist noun, pi ~ -nists [count] 

ad-Vis-able /ad'vaizabaty adj [more most ~] : wise, sensi¬ 
ble, or reasonable • The restaurant is very popular so it is ad¬ 
visable to make reservations if you go. [=it’s a good idea to 
make reservations] ■ My doctor said it was advisable for me 
to lose weight. — opposite inadvisable 

- ad-vis-abll-i-ty /ad^aiza'bilati/ noun [noncount] • I ques¬ 
tion the advisability of going into the park alone at night. 

ad-vise /ad'vaiz/ verb -vis-es; -vised; -vis-ing 

1 a : to give an opinion or suggestion to someone about 
what should be done : to give advice to (someone) [+ obj] I 
strongly advise you to sell your old car. ■ We advised them to 
save their money. ■ My doctor advised me to lose some 
weight. • She advises the President on foreign affairs. ■ Our 
lawyer advised us against buying that house. [=she told us 
that we shouldn’t buy that house] [no obj] We were thinking 
of buying that house, but our lawyer advised against it. b 
[+ obj] : to recommend or suggest (something) ■ I advise sell¬ 
ing your old car. • We were thinking of buying that house, 
but our lawyer advised caution. [=said that we should be 
cautious] ■ He advises patience/restraint when dealing with 
children. — see also ill-advised, well-advised 

2 [+ obj] formal : to give information to (someone) ■ The po¬ 
lice advised them of their rights. [=the police told them what 
their legal rights were] ■ She says she was never advised [in¬ 
formed, told] about the new procedures. • We advised [-ap¬ 
prised] them of the danger. ■ The boss asked us to keep him 
advised about/on how the project is going. 

- ad-vis-er also ad-vi-sor /ad'vaiza-/ noun, pi -visers also 
-visors [count] • a financial/legal/medical adviser ■ She’s 
an adviser to the President on foreign affairs. 

ad-vis-ed-ly /ad'vaizadli/ adv, formal: in a deliberate way ■ 
They have misled us—and I use the word “misled” advisedly. 
ad-vise-ment /ad'vaizmant/ noun 
take (something) under advisement US, formal : to con¬ 
sider (something) carefully ■ Thank you for your sugges¬ 
tion. We’ll take the matter under advisement. 

1 ad-vi-SO-ry /ad'vaizari/ adj : having the power or right to 
make suggestions about what should be done : able to give 
advice ■ He attended a meeting of the advisory committee/ 
board/panel. ■ She is acting in an advisory role/capacity in 
the administration. 

2 advisory noun, pi -ries [count] US : a report that gives in¬ 
formation or a warning about something ■ We heard a 
weather advisory saying that heavy rains are expected to¬ 
night. ■ a traffic advisory 

ad-VO-Ca-Cy /'sedvakasi/ noun [noncount] : the act or pro¬ 
cess of supporting a cause or proposal: the act or process of 
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advocating something ■ She is known for her advocacy of 
birth control. [=she is known for advocating/supporting 
birth control] 

1 ad*VO*cate /'sedvakat/ noun,pi- cates [count] 

1 a : a person who argues for or supports a cause or policy ■ 
a birth control advocate = an advocate of birth control [=a 
person who advocates birth control] • a passionate/impas¬ 
sioned advocate of civil rights b US : a person who works 
for a cause or group ■ a women’s health advocate = an advo¬ 
cate for women's health ■ She works as a consumer advocate. 

2 : a person who argues for the cause of another person in a 
court of law : lawyer 

2 ad-VO-cate /'aedvaikeit/ verb -cates; -cat-ed; -cat-ing [+ 

obj]: to support or argue for (a cause, policy, etc.) • He advo¬ 
cates traditional teaching methods. ■ They advocate abolish¬ 
ing the income tax. = They advocate that the income tax 
should be abolished. • The plan is advocated by the president, 
adze also adz /'aedz/ noun, pi adz>es [count]: a cutting tool 
that has a thin curved blade and that is usually used for shap¬ 
ing wood 

ae-gis /'iicfeas/ noun [singular] formal : the power to protect, 
control, or support something or someone — used in the 
phrase under the aegis of • Their rights are protected under 
the aegis [= authority] of the law. ■ The issue will be decided 
under the aegis of an international organization, 
ae-on chiefly Brit spelling of eon 

aer-ate /'ea’.eit/ verb -ates; -abed; -at*ing [+ obj] : to put 
air or a gas into (something, such as soil or a liquid) ■ You 
should aerate the soil before planting the seeds. 

— aer-a-tion Aea-'eijan/ noun [noncount] ■ the aeration of 
soil 

1 ae«ri*al /'erijal/ adj 

1 : performed in the air ■ the spectacular aerial acrobatics of 
the circus performers 

2 : performed using an airplane ■ aerial combat ■ an aerial 
attack ■ aerial photography : taken or seen from an airplane 
■ aerial photographs ■ an aerial view 

2 aerial noun, pi -als [count] 

1 chiefly Brit: antenna 2 ■ a broken radio aerial 

2 : a difficult movement of the body performed by an ath¬ 
lete (such as a skier) in the air • She tried a new aerial in her 
last competition. 

ae*rie ( US ) or chiefly Brit ey*rie /*eri/ noun, pi -ries [count] 

1 : the nest of a bird (such as an eagle or hawk) built high up 
on a cliff or on the top of a mountain 

2 : a room or building built high up so that people inside can 
see things happening below them 

aero- also aer- combining form 

1 : air ■ aerobic ■ aerodynamics ■ aerate 

2 ; gas ■ aerosol 

3 : dealing with airplanes or flying • aeronautics 
aer<0*bat-ics /.era'baetiks/ noun [plural] : difficult and ex¬ 
citing movements of an airplane often performed for enter¬ 
tainment ■ loops, spins, and other aerobatics 

— aer-o-bat-ic /.ers'bzetik/ adj ■ aerobatic maneuvers 

aer-O-bic Aea^'oubik/ adj 

1 of exercise : strengthening the heart and lungs by making 
them work hard for several minutes or more ■ aerobic exer¬ 
cises like running and swimming ■ an aerobic workout 

2 technical : using oxygen • aerobic organisms such as bacte¬ 
ria -opposite ANAEROBIC 

aer-o-bics /.eyoobiks/ noun [noncount] : a system of exer¬ 
cises often done by a group of people while music is play¬ 
ing : a system of aerobic exercises ■ an instructor teaching 
aerobics — often used before another noun ■ an aerobics 
class; also [plural] : aerobic exercises ■ She does aerobics 
three days a week. 

aerO*dy«nam«iCS /ierouda^nsemiks/ noun 

1 [noncount] : a science that studies the movement of air and 
the way that objects (such as airplanes or cars) move 
through air ■ She has a degree in aerodynamics. 

2 [plural] : the qualities of an object that affect how easily it 
is able to move through the air ■ Its improved aerodynamics 
give the car more speed and better gas mileage. 

— aero-dy-nam-ic /^roodai'nsemik/ adj ■ the airplane's 
aerodynamic shape/design — aero-dy-nam-ic-aMy 
/.eroudai'nsemikli/ adv 

aeronautics /jera'naitiks/ noun [noncount] : a science 
that deals with airplanes and flying ■ the history of aeronau¬ 
tics 

— aeronautical Aera'naitikat/ adj ■ an aeronautical engi¬ 
neer [=a scientist who designs and builds airplanes] 


aerO'plane /■eraiplein/ noun, pi -planes [count] Brit: air¬ 
plane 

aerosol /■era.sa:!/ noun, pi -sols : a substance (such as 
hair spray or medicine) that is kept in a container under 
pressure and that is released as a fine spray when a button is 
pressed [count] chemicals used in aerosols [noncount] a can 
of aerosol — often used before another noun ■ an aerosol 
container/can/spray 

aerospace /'erou,speis/ noun [noncount] : an industry that 
deals with travel in and above the Earth’s atmosphere and 
with the production of vehicles used in such travel ■ a career 
in aerospace — often used before another noun • The air¬ 
plane was designed using the latest in aerospace technology. • 
aerospace companies ■ the aerospace industry 
aes-thete also US es*thete /'es^iit, Brit 'i:s,0i:t/ noun, pi 
-thetes [count] formal + sometimes disapproving : a person 
who recognizes and values beauty in art, music, etc. • He re¬ 
gards art critics as a bunch of pretentious aesthetes. 

1 aes-thet-ic also US es*thet*ic /cs'Getik, Brit i:s'0ctik/ adj 
: of or relating to art or beauty ■ There are practical as well 
as aesthetic reasons for planting trees. ■ the statue's aesthetic 
[=artistic] beauty ■ making aesthetic improvements to the 
building ■ aesthetic values/ideals 

- aes-thet-i-cal-ly also US es-thet-i-caMy /cs'Gctikli, 
Brit i:s'0ctikli/ adv ■ the garden’s aesthetically pleasing de¬ 
sign 

2 aes-thet«ic also US es-thet*ic noun, pi -ics 

1 [count] : a set of ideas or opinions about beauty or art — 
usually singular ■ The design of the building reflects a 
modem/traditional/old-fashioned aesthetic. 

2 aesthetics a [noncount] : the study of beauty especially 
in art and literature ■ Aesthetics is an important part of Greek 
philosophy, b [plural] : the artistic or beautiful qualities of 
something • the aesthetics of the gemstones 

- aes-thet-i-cism also US es-thet-i-cism /cs'0ct3,siz3m, 
Brit iis'Gcta^izam/ noun [noncount] ■ the aestheticism of 
the region 

afar /a'faay adv 

from afar : from a great distance "Their fans com efrom afar 
[=from far away] to watch them play. • the Earth as it is 
seen/viewed from afar ■ He loved/worshipped/admired her 
fiom afar. [=without telling her] 

AFC abbr. US American Football Conference The AFC 
and the NFC make up the NFL. 
af"fa-ble /'sefabal/ adj [more most ~] formal : friendly 
and easy to talk to ■ a lively, affable young fellow • an affable 
host 

- af*fa*bil*i*ty /.aefa'bilati/ noun [noncount] — af*fa*bly 
/'zefabli/ adv ■ We were greeted affably by our host. 

af"fair /a'f e&j noun, pi -fairs 

1 affairs [plural] : work or activities done for a purpose 
: commercial, professional, public, or personal business • 
The group conducts its affairs [=business] in private. ■ We 
were told to arrange/settle our affairs. = We were told to put 
our affairs in order. ■ handling/managing someone else’s af¬ 
fairs ■ They seem to be quite pleased with the current/ 
present sfafe of affairs. [=situation ] ■ She’s the company’s di¬ 
rector of public affairs. [=the person who manages a 
company’s relationship with the public] ■ She’s an expert in 
foreign affairs. [=events and activities that involve foreign 
countries] ■ world/international affairs [=events and activities 
that involve different nations] ■ After the war, the govern¬ 
ment focused on its own domestic affairs ■ They accused the 
U.S. of interfering in the internal affairs of other nations. 

2 [count]: a matter that concerns or involves someone ■ This 
has nothing to do with you. It’s not your affair. [= business . 
concern] = It’s none of your affair, [^business] ■ How I choose 
to live is my affair, not yours. 

3 [count] : a secret sexual relationship between two people 
: LOVE affair ■ adulterous/extramarital affairs between 
married men and single women — often used in the phrase 
have an affair • She divorced her husband after she discov¬ 
ered that he was having an affair. — often + with • She had an 
affair with a coworker. 

4 [count] a : a social event or activity ■ He wants to make 
their wedding day an affair to remember. (=a special event] • 
a simple/elaborate affair • We were invited to a black-tie af¬ 
fair [=a party in which men wear tuxedos and women wear 
fancy dresses] at the governor’s mansion, b : an event or se¬ 
ries of events that usually involves well-known people ■ the 
famous hostage affair of the late 1970s ■ The public has 
shown little interest in the whole affair. — often used with 
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proper names ■ the Iran-Contra affair [=scandaf] 

5 [count] informal: something made or produced : an object 
or thing ■ The only bridge across the river was a flimsy affair 
of ropes and rotten wood. 

af«fect /a'fckt/ verb -fects; -fect-ed; -fect-ing [+ obj\ 

1 : to produce an effect on (someone or something): such as 
a : to act on (someone or something) and cause a change ■ 
His decisions could affect [= influence ] the lives of millions of 
people. ■ The accident will affect [= influence ] the value of the 
car. ■ We learned about the way the oceans are affected by 
the moon. ■ This medication may affect your ability to drive 
a car. [=this medicine may make it dangerous for you to 
drive a car] ■ This new evidence will affect the outcome of the 
trial. ■ The news could adversely affect [=could hurt] her 
chances of becoming the next president. ■ We kept the 
change from affecting [=harming] our friendship. ■ The inci¬ 
dent really affected my opinion of him. b : to cause strong 
emotions in (someone) ■ The criticism affected [-bothered. 
upset ] her deeply/greatly. ■ The entire town was affected by 
their deaths. [=everyone in the town felt sad about their 
deaths] ■ We were all greatly affected by the terrible news. 
[=we were all very upset by the terrible news] c : to cause a 
change in (a part of the body) ■ Paralysis affected his limbs. = 
His limbs were affected by/with paralysis. [=his limbs were 
paralyzed] ■ The disease can affect your muscles. ■ drugs that 
affect the nervous/immune system d : to cause illness in 
(someone) ■ The condition effects about five million adults 
each year. ■ a serious disease primarily/mainly effecting 
women over the age of 40 ■ Only men appear to be effected 
by the disease. 

usage Do not confuse the verbs effect and effect. Affect 
means to act on or change someone or something. ■ Rain 
effected [^influenced) their performance. Effect means to 
cause something to happen. ■ The new president effected 
[=made, caused] many changes to/in the company’s poli¬ 
cies. Note that the verb effect and the noun effect are used 
in contexts that are similar. ■ The weather affected our 
plans. = The weather had an effect on our plans. [=the 
weather caused us to change our plans] 

2 formal: to pretend that a false behavior or feeling is natu¬ 
ral or genuine ■ She effected indifference [=she pretended 
that she did not care], though she was deeply hurt. ■ He af¬ 
fected (a look of) surprise. [=he pretended to be surprised] ■ 
She affects [=feigns\ a warm friendly manner. ■ He effected 
[=fakeei] a French accent. 

af-fec-ta-tion /^(fck'teijan/ noun, pi -tions : an unnatu¬ 
ral form of behavior that is meant to impress others [count] 
His French accent is just an affectation, [noncount] speaking 
without affectation 

af-fect-ed /a'fcktad/ adj : not natural or genuine ■ an effect¬ 
ed [-fake, phony] French accent 

— af-fect-eddy adv 

af-fect'ing /a'fektiq/ adj [more most ~] : causing a feel¬ 
ing of sadness or sympathy ■ He begins his book with an af¬ 
fecting description of his difficult childhood. ■ a powerful, af¬ 
fecting [amoving, touching] performance 

— afdectdngdy adv ■ He described her death affectingly. 
af«fec«tion /a'fckjan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : a feeling of liking and caring for someone or something 
[noncount] She has/feels deep affection for her parents. ■ 
Their affection for each other is obvious. = Their mutual af¬ 
fection is obvious. ■ He shows great affection for his grand¬ 
children. ■ feelings of love and affection ■ He now looks back 
on those years with great effection. 9 "darling” and other 
terms of affection [=words and names that friends and lovers 
say to each other to show their affection] [singular] She de¬ 
veloped a deep affection for that country and its people. 

2 affections [plural] : feelings of love ; a person’s romantic 
feelings ■ The two women competed for the affections [=love, 
heart] of the same man. ■ She’s been the object of his affec¬ 
tions since they were children. [=he has loved her since they 
were children] 

af‘feC"tion-ate /a'fekfanat/ aff [more —,* most —] : feeling 
or showing love and affection ■ You were lucky to have such 
affectionate [=loving] parents. ■ an affectionate nickname 

— afdec-tion-ate-ly adv ■ His family affectionately refers to 
him as “the baby.” 

af*fi*da«vit /,£ef3'deiv3t/ noun, pi -vits [count] law : a writ¬ 
ten report which is signed by a person who promises that the 
information is true ■ We have a signed affidavit stating that 
the two men were seen entering the building. 


1 af«fil*i«ate /a'fil^eit/ verb -ates; -abed; -at*ing [+ obf]: to 
closely connect (something or yourself) with or to something 
(such as a program or organization) as a member or partner • 
Their group does not affiliate itself with/to any political par¬ 
ty. — often used as (be) affiliated ■ Their group is not affiliat¬ 
ed with/to any political party. ■ The medical school is affiliat¬ 
ed with/to several hospitals. 

— affiliated adj ■ the medical school and its efffiliated hospi¬ 
tals ■ the television network’s affiliated stations 

2 af‘fil-i-ate /a'filijat/ noun, pi -ates [count] : an organization 
(such as a television station) that is a member of a larger or¬ 
ganization (such as a national network) ■ the network’s local 
affiliates ■ Two of the company’s regional affiliates lost mon¬ 
ey in the past year. 

af*fil-i-a-tlon /ajfili'eijan/ noun, pi -tions : the state of be¬ 
ing affiliated to something: such as a : the state of being 
closely associated with or connected to an organization, 
company, etc. [count] The medical school has an affiliation 
to/with several hospitals, [noncount] proposing the affilia¬ 
tion of the medical school to/with several hospitals b 
[count] : the state of belonging to a particular religious or po¬ 
litical group — usually plural ■ They agreed not to discuss 
their political affiliations. 
af.fin*i*ty /a'fmati/ noun, pi -ties formal 

1 : a feeling of closeness and understanding that someone 
has for another person because of their similar qualities, 
ideas, or interests [singular] They had much in common and 
felt a close affinity (for/to/with each other). ■ There’s always 
been an affinity between us. [noncount] He never felt any af¬ 
finity with the other kids in his neighborhood. 

2 [singular] a : a liking for or an attraction to something ■ 
We share an affinity for foreign films. [=we both like foreign 
films] b : a quality that makes people or things suited to 
each other ■ Fish and white wine have a natural affinity for/ 
to each other. [=fish and white wine taste good together] 

3 : the state of being similar or the same [noncount] the af 
finity of all human beings with one another = the affinity be¬ 
tween all human beings [count] Are there any affinities 
[^similarities] between the two styles of painting? 

af-firm /a'fzMn/ verb -firms; -firmed; -firm-ing [+ obj] 

1 formal : to say that something is true in a confident way ■ 
We cannot affirm that this painting is genuine. ■ The two men 
affirm that they are innocent. = The two men affirm their in¬ 
nocence. [=they say they are not guilty] ■ They neither af¬ 
firmed nor denied their guilt, synonyms see assert 

2 formal: to show a strong belief in or dedication to (some¬ 
thing, such as an important idea) ■ laws affirming the racial 
equality of all peoples ■ They continued to affirm their reli¬ 
gious beliefs. • affirm life — see also life-affirming 

3 law : to decide that the judgment of another court is cor¬ 
rect ■ The decision was affirmed by a higher court. ■ The 
court affirmed his conviction. [=the court agreed that he was 
guilty] 

— af-fir-ma«tion /(Sefa^meijan/ noun [noncount] the affir¬ 
mation of guilt/innocence ■ When asked if the statement 
was true, he nodded his head in affirmation, [count] The 
ceremony was an affirmation of their religious beliefs. 

1 af-fir»ma*tive /a'fcMnativ/ adj, formal : saying or showing 
that the answer is “yes” rather than “no” ■ She gave an affir¬ 
mative answer, not a negative answer. 

— af-fir-ma*tive-ly adv • She answered (the question) affir¬ 
matively. 

Affirmative noun 

in the affirmative formal : with a reply that means “yes” ■ 
He answered (the question) in the affirmative. [=he said 
“yes”] — compare in the negative at 2 negative 
affirmative action noun [noncount] chiefly US : the prac¬ 
tice of improving the educational and job opportunities of 
members of groups that have not been treated fairly in the 
past because of their race, sex, etc. — called also (Brit)posi¬ 
tive discrimination 

1 af*fix /a'fiks/ verb -fix»es; -fixed; -fix*ing [+ obj] formal: to 
attach (something) to something else ■ Please affix a stamp to 
[=put a stamp on] this letter. ■ She affixed her signature to the 
document. [=she signed the document] 

2 af-fix /'£e,fiks/ noun, pi -fix-es [count] grammar : a letter or 
group of letters added to the beginning or end of a word to 
change its meaning : a prefix or suffix 
af-flict /a'flikt/ verb -flicts; -flict-ed; -flict-ing [+ obj] for¬ 
mal : to cause pain or suffering to (someone or something) ■ 
The disease afflicts an estimated two million people every 
year. — usually used as (be) afflicted ■ Much of the region is 
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qfflicted by hunger and poverty. — often + with ■ Most pa¬ 
tients/people who are qfflicted with the disease die within one 
year. • people qfflicted with cancer 
af-flic-tion /a'flikjsn/ noun, pi -tlons formal 

1 [count] : something (such as a disease) that causes pain or 
suffering ■ She lost her sight and is now learning to live with 
her/the qffliction. ■ He died from a mysterious qffliction. 

2 [noncount] : the state of being affected by something that 
causes suffering ■ her qffliction with polio 

af-flu-ent /'aefluwant/ adj [more most ~]: having a large 
amount of money and owning many expensive things 
: rich, wealthy ■ an qffluent country ■ an affluent suburb/ 
neighborhood/community ■ qffluent families • His family was 
more qffluent than most. 

— af-flu.ence /'aefluwans/ noun [noncount] ■ They rose 
from poverty to qffluence. [=they were poor and became 
rich] 

af-ford /a'fo&d/ verb -fords; -ford-ed; -ford-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to be able to pay for (something) • We were too poor to 
qfford a doctor. • He’ll be able to afford a house next year. • 
Don’t spend more than you can afford. ■ They couldn’t afford 
new coats for the children. — often followed by to + verb ■ 
They couldn't afford to buy new coats for the children. ■ 
Don't spend more than you can afford to {spend). 

2 : to be able to do (something) without having problems or 
being seriously harmed ■ We can afford waiting a while long¬ 
er. — usually followed by to + verb ■ We can afford to wait a 
while longer. — usually used in negative constructions ■ 
She’s already too thin. She can’t afford to lose any more 
weight. = She can ill afford to lose any more weight. 

3 formal : to supply or provide (something needed or want¬ 
ed) to someone ■ All of the rooms afford views of the lake. ■ 
He was afforded the opportunity to work for a judge. 

— af-ford-abil-i-ty /a.forda'bilati/ noun [noncount] ■ the af¬ 
fordability of health care — af-ford-able /a'fordsbal/ adj 
[more most ~] ■ a more affordable car ■ affordable hous¬ 
ing [=housing that is not overly expensive] • an affordable 
price 

af«for*es*ta-tion /se.fora'steijsn/ noun [noncount] chiefly 
Brit : the act or process of planting a forest 
af-f ray /a'frei/ noun, pi -frays [count] chiefly Brit, law, for¬ 
mal : a noisy fight between two or more people in a public 
place ■ a shooting affray 

1 af-front /s'frAnt/ noun, pi -fronts [count] formal: an action 
or statement that insults or offends someone • He regarded 
her rude behavior as a personal affront. — often + to ■ Her 
remarks were an affront to all of us. • The test was an affront 
to our intelligence. [=the test was too simple] 

2 affront verb -fronts; -front-ed; -front-ing [+ obj] formal 
: to do or say something that shows a lack of respect for 
(someone or someone’s feelings) — usually used as (be) af¬ 
fronted ■ He was affronted [=insulted, offended] by her rude 
behavior. 

af-ghan /■sef.gsen/ noun, pi -ghans [count] chiefly US : a 
blanket made of wool or cotton knitted in patterns 
Af-ghan /' 2 ef,g£en/ noun, pi -ghans [count] 

1 : a person bom, raised, or living in Afghanistan 

2 : AFGHAN HOUND 

— Afghan or Af-ghani /sePgseni, Brit zePgami/ adj ■ Afghan 
citizens ■ Afghani children 

Afghan hound noun, pi hounds [count] : a type of tall 
thin dog with long soft hair 

afi-cio-na-do /a.fiJija'ncLdou/ noun, pi -dos [count] : a 
person who likes and knows a lot about something ■ an afi¬ 
cionado of poetry • sports aficionados 
afield /s'fidd/ adv : away from home : away from here or 
there — used with far, farther, or further ■ People came/trav¬ 
eled from as far afield as New York to see the show. ■ He 
didn't want to go any farther/further afield. — often used fig¬ 
uratively • Her question took us far afield from our original 
subject. 

afire /a'faja 1 / adj, not used before a noun : burning : on fire 
: aflame • The house was afire. 

— afire adv ■ They set the house afire. 

aflame /s'fleim/ adj, not used before a noun : burning : on 
fire ■ In a few minutes, the entire town was aflame. [=qfire, 
ablaze] — often used figuratively ■ Their hearts were aflame. 
[=filled with love and excitement] • The fields are aflame 
with flowers of every color. 

— aflame adv • The roof was set aflame by lightning, 
afloat /a'flout/ adj, not used before a noun 

1 ; floating on water • Our boat remained/stayed afloat 


through the storm. • It’s the largest ship afloat. 

2 : having enough money to continue : able to continue 
without suffering financial failure ■ The inheritance kept 
them afloat for years. ■ trying to keep the business afloat ■ 
struggling to stay afloat 

aflut’ter /s'flAta*/ adj, not used before a noun : nervously ex¬ 
cited ■ Her heart was aflutter at the thought of his return, 
afoot /a'fut/ adj, not used before a noun : developing or hap¬ 
pening now : in progress ■ Plans were afoot to begin con¬ 
struction on the bridge. ■ Something strange was afoot. • 
There’s trouble afoot. 

afore«men*tioned /a'foa-'mcnj'and/ adj, always used be¬ 
fore a noun, formal : mentioned before : spoken about or 
named earlier ■ The aforementioned book is the author’s 
most famous work. 

afore-said /sTo^sed/ adj, always used before a noun, for¬ 
mal : said or named before : aforementioned — often 
used in legal contexts ■ Based on the aforesaid reasons, the 
court has come to its decision. 

afore-thought /a'foasQcct/ adj : thought about or planned 
beforehand 

with malice aforethought see malice 
afoul Of /a'faubv/ adv 

fall/run afoul of chiefly US : to get into trouble because of 
(the law, a rule, etc.) ■ After leaving home he fell afoul of 
the law. [=he got into trouble for breaking the law; he was 
arrested for committing a crime] ■ an investor who has run 
afoul of stock market rules 
afraid /s'freid/ adj, not used before a noun 

1 [more most ~] : feeling fear: such as a : worried that 
something will cause pain or injury ■ Don’t be afraid ^fright¬ 
ened, scared] —the dog won’t hurt you. — often + of • I don’t 
like tall buildings because I’m afraid of heights. I=of being 
high up in the air] ■ He’s afraid of snakes. ■ All the kids at 
school were qfraid of him. b : nervous about doing some¬ 
thing — often + of • She’s afraid of failing/failure. ■ He wasn’t 
qfraid of saying what he thought. ■ Don't be qfraid o/[=don’t 
worry about] what everyone else thinks. — often followed 
by to + verb ■ He wasn’t qfraid to say what he thought. ■ I 
wanted to visit her, but I was afraid to ask. • Don’t be afraid 
to take risks. C : nervous or worried that something might 
happen ■ She’s qfraid (that) she might fail. ■ We were all 
afraid (that) she wouldn’t live. ■ I’m afraid (that) everyone 
will laugh at me. ■ I was afraid (that) you would say “no." 

2 — used in the phrase I’m afraid as a polite way of showing 
that you are sorry about a disappointing, negative, or critical 
statement ■ I’m sorry, but I’m afraid (that) I won’t be able to 
come to your party. ■ She tries hard, but I'm afraid that her 
work just isn’t very good. ■ I'm afraid that I still don’t under¬ 
stand the problem. ■ This is only the beginning of the battle, 
I'm qfraid. ■ Most of us worked very hard, but she, I’m afraid 
to say [=I’m sorry to say’, I regret to say], did no work at all. ■ 
“Is it raining?" “ I’m afraid so.” = “ I'm afraid it is.” [=yes, it is] 
■ “Can you come to our party?" “/’m afraid not.” = “ I'm 
afraid I can’t.” [=no, I can't come] 

3 — used with not to say that someone is willing to do some¬ 
thing; often + of u She’s not afraid of hard work. = She’s not 
afraid of working hard. [=she’s willing to work hard; she 
works hard] ■ You can't be afraid of getting dirty in this job. 
[=you have to be willing to get dirty in this job] — often fol¬ 
lowed by to + verb • She’s not afraid to work hard. • He’s not 
qfraid to admit his mistakes. 

afraid for : feeling fear or worry about (something or some¬ 
one) • I’m afraid for the children. • They were afraid for 
their lives. [=they feared for their lives; they were afraid 
that they might die] ■ He’s afraid for his job. [=he’s worried 
that he might lose his job] 

afresh /a'frej/ adv : from a new beginning ■ Let’s stop now 
and start afresh [=again, anew] in the morning. • The author 
makes her readers look afresh at an old subject. [=she makes 
them think about an old subject in a new/fresh way] 
Af-ri-can /'sefnksn/ noun, pi -cans [count] 

1 : a person bom, raised, or living in Africa 

2 : a descendant of Africans 

— African adj ■ African history/countries 
Af-ri-can—Amer-i-can /.aefnkana'menksn/ noun, pi 

-cans [count]: an American who has African and especially 
black African ancestors fr Many people prefer the term 
African-American rather than black when referring to Amer¬ 
icans of African descent. 

— African-American adj ■ African-American scientists ■ 
African-American culture 
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African violet • after-sales 


African violet noun, pi ~ -lets [count] : a tropical plant 
from Africa that is grown indoors for its purple, pink, or 
white flowers — see color picture on page C6 
Af-ri-kaans /.aefn'kcuns/ noun [noncount] : a language 
based on Dutch that is spoken in South Africa 
Af*ri«ka*ner /tsfn'kcr.na/ noun, pi -ners [count]: a person 
bom, raised, or living in South Africa whose first language is 
Afrikaans and whose ancestors were Dutch 
Af«ro /'aefrou/ noun, pi -ros [count] : a hairstyle in which 
very curly hair is shaped into a smooth round ball — see pic¬ 
ture at hair Afros were often worn by black people in the 
1970s. 

Afro- combining form : African (and) • 4/ro-American 
Af-ro-Amer*i-can /.cefrowa'merakan/ noun, pi -cans 
[count] : african-american ■ an Afro-American 

- Afro-American adj 

1 aft /'aeft, Brit *a:ft/ adv : towards or at the back part of a boat, 
ship, or airplane • We stood on the ship’s deck facing aft. ■ 
The plane’s exits are located fore and aft. ■ There is an exit 
located just aft of [=behind] the wing. — compare 2 FORE 

2 aft adj : located at the back of a boat, ship, or airplane ■ the 
ship's fore and aft cabins ■ The fore and aft exits can both be 
used in an emergency. — compare 3 fore 

1 aMer /'aefta*. Brit ‘aifta/ adv : following in time : at a later 
time • Dinner was at six and we arrived shortly after, [-there¬ 
after] • He returned 20 years after. [-later] • Don’t tell them 
until after. • I expected her then, but she arrived the week af¬ 
ter. • He ate lunch and left just/right/immediately after . • I 
saw her again the day after. [=the following day] ■ He vowed 
to love her forever/ever after. [=from that time on, forever] 
2 after prep 

1 a : at a time following (something or someone) : later than 
(something or someone) ■ We arrived shortly after six 
o’clock. • He returned after 20 years. • before, during, and af¬ 
ter the war ■ He left just/right/immediately/soon/shortly af¬ 
ter nightfall/dark. • Night fell, and soon after that [=soon af¬ 
terward] he left. ■ He finished the exam after me. ■ 1 stood up 
after the judge (did). [=the judge stood up before I (did)l ■ 
Call me after your arrival. • She was going to arrive tomor¬ 
row but I’m now expecting her the day after tomorrow in¬ 
stead. • She hasn't lived there since (the time) after the war. ■ 
They earned $30,000 after (paying) taxes. ■ He left after an 
hour. ■ Let’s get going! It’s after [=past] 12 (o’clock). ■ The job 
got easier after a while. [=after some time had passed] b US 

— used to describe a time following a specified hour ■ It’s 20 
(minutes) after 12. [=it’s 20 past 12; it’s 12:20] 

2 a ; following and because of (something) ■ After all our ad¬ 
vice, she’s certain to do better. [=she’s certain to do better 
because we have given her our advice] b : following and in 
spite of (something) ■ Even after all our advice, she still did 
badly! [=she did badly even though we gave her our advice] • 
How can you say that after what happened last night? 

3 a : following (something or someone) in order or in a se¬ 
ries ■ It’s the highest mountain after Mount Everest. ■ You’ll 
see my house just before the bank and after the school. ■ The 
number 2 comes before 3 and after 1. [=2 comes between 1 
and 3] ■ My name is listed after yours. ■ You go first and I’ll 
go/follow after you. • The children marched out one after the 
other in single file. 4- The phrase after you is used as a polite 
way of saying that someone should go ahead of you or do 
something before you do it. 'Afteryou. Madam! In British 
English, you can say after you with something to ask the per¬ 
son who is using something to let you use it next. 'Afteryou 
with the pencil, please. [=1 would like to use the pencil when 
you have finished using it] b — used in phrases to describe 
something that happens many times or for a long period of 
time ■ They have suffered misfortune after misfortune. 
l=they have suffered a long series of misfortunes] • Wave af¬ 
ter [=upori\ wave was beating against the shore. • She does 
her job day after day without complaining. • He’s done the 
same thing time after time. 

4 : trying to catch or get (something or someone) • The dog 
ran after the ball. [=the dog ran to get the ball] ■ The police 
went/chased after the escaped criminal. • The police are after 
him. [=are trying to catch him] • What do you think he’s after 
with all his questions? [=what is he trying to achieve by ask¬ 
ing his questions?] 4- If people are after you to do something, 
they want you to do it and they tell you to do it repeatedly. ■ 
Mom was after me to clean my room. [-Mom repeatedly told 
me to clean my room] 

5 : following the actions or departure of (someone) ■ She 


called/shouted after him as he walked away. [=she called/ 
shouted at/toward him as he walked away] • They made a 
mess and didn't clean up after themselves. [=they didn't clean 
up the mess they made] • If you make a mess, don’t expect 
me to clean up after you. 

6 a : with the name of (someone or something) • He was 
called George after his father. ■ She was named after her 
grandmother. [=she was given the same name as her grand¬ 
mother] ■ The game rugby was named after Rugby School in 
England, where it began, b : in the manner of (someone or 
something) • a building patterned after [=on] a cathedral ■ 

( formal ) a story after (the manner of) Hemingway 

7 : in a lower or less important position than (something) ■ 
They put quality after quantity. [=they cared more about 
quantity than about quality] 

8 : about or concerning (someone or something) • I met one 
of your old friends and she was asking/inquiring after you. 
[=she was asking about you; she was asking how you are] ■ 
She was asking after your health. 

after all 1 : in spite of what was said : even though the op¬ 
posite was expected ■ They decided to go after all. • It didn't 
rain after all. 2 — used to emphasize something that 
needs to be considered • It’s only Tuesday, after all. We 
have plenty of time. ■ You should apologize to her. After all, 
she is your best friend. 

3 after coni : later than the time that: later than when • He re¬ 
turned after 20 years had passed. ■ The defendant stood up 
after the judge did. [=the judge stood up before the defen¬ 
dant did] ■ Don’t tell them until after they’ve had dinner. ■ He 
left just/right/immediately/soon/shortly after the show end¬ 
ed. ■ Call me after you arrive. • He finished the exam after I 
did. ■ It happened not long after he graduated from college. 

4 after adj, always used before a noun, old-fashioned + literary 
: later in time ■ in after [-later] years 
af-ter-birth /'asft^ba-O, Brit ’a:ft3,b3:0/ noun [singular] med¬ 
ical : the tissues that come out of the body of a woman after 
she gives birth to a baby 

af-ter-care /'aefta^ke^, Brit 'a:ft3,kc3/ noun [noncount] : the 
care, treatment, etc., given to people after they leave a place 
(such as a hospital or prison) — often used before another 
noun ■ aftercare services 

af-ter-ef-fect /'aeftoriifekt, Brit 'a:ft3n,fekt/ noun, pi 
-fects [count] : an effect that occurs after time has passed 

— usually plural • He’s suffering the aftereffects of his injury, 
af-ter-glow /'aeft^glou, Brit 'a:ft3,gl3u/ noun [singular] 

1 : a glowing light remaining in the sky after the sun has set ■ 
the afterglow of the sunset 

2 : a happy feeling that remains after a successful or emo¬ 
tional event ■ the party’s afterglow • We basked in the after¬ 
glow [=enjoyed the happiness and satisfaction] of the victory. 

af-ter*life /■aeft^Iaif, Brit 'a:ft3,laif/ noun [singular] : a life 
that some people believe exists after death • Does he believe 
in an afterlife! — often used with the • She believes she will 
meet her ancestors in the afterlife. 
af*ter*math /'aefta^mseO, Brit 'a:ft3,mae0/ noun, pi -maths 
[count] : the period of time after a bad and usually destruc¬ 
tive event — usually singular ■ In the aftermath of the fire, 
many people were in need of shelter. ■ The country is re¬ 
building its economy in the aftermath of the war. ■ The chil¬ 
dren struggled through their parents' divorce and its after- 
math. 

af»ter»noon /.aeft^'num, Brit ,a:ft3'nu:n/ noun, pi -noons 
[count] : the middle part of the day : the part of the day be¬ 
tween noon and evening ■ morning, afternoon, evening, and 
night ■ I’ll see you again tomorrow afternoon. • It was early/ 
late afternoon when I left. • She spent the/her afternoon at the 
library. ■ She came home the next/following afternoon. 
[=during the afternoon of the next day] • I remember the 
many rainy afternoons I spent reading at the library. • She 
doesn’t have class on Friday afternoons. ■ It took us all after¬ 
noon to get there. • It’s going to be a long afternoon listening 
to lectures. • We went for a walk this afternoon. [=during the 
afternoon today] — often used before another noun ■ an of 
temoon drive ■ afternoon tea • Our garden gets plenty of after¬ 
noon sun. [=the sun shines on the garden in the afternoon] 

— see also good afternoon 

af*ter*noons /.aeft^'nuinz, Brit ,a:ft3'nu:nz/ adv, US : in 
the afternoon ■ He works afternoons in a convenience store. 
af*ters /"aeftaz, Brit 'aiftaz/ noun [noncount] Brit, informal 
: dessert • What’s for afters! • Afters is ice cream tonight, 
af-ter—sales / l aefta , |Seilz, Brit *a:ft3,seilz/ adj, always used 
before a noun, Brit : provided to customers after a sale has 
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been made • after-sales service and maintenance 
af«ter—school /'aeftatsku:!, Brit 'a:ft3,sku:l/ at#, always 
used before a noun : happening or done after the end of the 
school day • She started an after-school job so she could buy 
a car. • after-school activities/programs 
af-ter-shave /■asfta'Jeiv, Brit 'aiftajeiv/ noun, pi -shaves 
[count, noncount ] : a pleasant-smelling liquid that some men 
put on their faces after they have shaved 
af-ter»shock /'aeftavfcnk, Brit 'a:ft3,Jok/ noun, pi -shocks 
[count]: a smaller earthquake that occurs after a larger one ■ 
The first aftershock came just minutes after the earthquake. 

— often used figuratively • He still suffers from the after¬ 
shocks of being laid off. 

af*ter*taste /'gefta^teist, Brit 'a:ft3,teist/ noun [singular] : a 
taste that remains after something is eaten or drunk ■ The 
wine has a smooth/fruity/sweet aftertaste. — often used figu¬ 
ratively ■ The experience left me with a bitter aftertaste. [=1 
felt bitter after the experience] 

af*ter*thOUght /'£efta*i0a:t, Brit 'aifta^Dit/ noun, pi 
-thoughts [count] : something done or said after other 
things because it was not thought of earlier • Then I remem¬ 
bered, almost as an afterthought , to feed the cat. ■ The fact 
was hidden deep in the report, almost as an afterthought. ■ 
The lounge was added to the office as an afterthought. 
af*ter*ward /'sefta-w^d, Brit 'aiftawad/ or af«ter>wards 
/ l £eft3 , w3 , dz, Brit ’aiftawadz/ adv : at a later time : after 
something has happened ■ You’ll feel better afterward. • He 
found out about it long afterward. ■ Afterward, she got a pro¬ 
motion. In U.S. English, afterward is more common than 
afterwards. In British English, afterwards is more common. 
af*ter*WOrd /'gefta^wa-d, Brit 'aifta'waid/ noun, pi -words 
[count] : a final section that comes after the main part of a 
book • The novel has a foreword by an eminent critic and an 
afterword by the author herself. 
again /3*gen/ adv 

f : for another time : one more time • Please, come see us 
again. • Spring is beginning again. ■ It was nice to see my 
friends again. • She wants to prove that she can do it again. • 
Tilings are back to normal again. ■ I will never be so foolish 
again. = Never again will I be so foolish. • When we heard the 
news, we all said, ‘Oh no! Not againV' ■ She demonstrated yef 
again her remarkable artistic talents. • It’ll just be the same 
thing all over again. ■ I told him over and over again to be 
careful. = I told him again and again to be careful. (=1 told 
him many times to be careful] ■ She returned to the book¬ 
store again and again. [=repeatedly, many times] 

2 : to a previous position or place • We flew from Boston to 
Chicago and back again. [=back to Boston] • When he stood 
up, he got so dizzy that he had to sit down again. 

3 — used to introduce a thought or possibility that differs 
from a preceding one • He might go. and again he might not. 

— usually used in the phrase then again ■ He might go, and 
then again , he might not. • Then again , perhaps they were 
right. 

4 — used to introduce a statement that repeats and stresses 
something previously said ■ Again , this is a serious problem. 

5 — used to ask someone to repeat something because you 
did not hear or understand it clearly • What was your name 
again ? 

6 — used in phrases like ( chiefly US) half again as much and 
(chiefly Brit) half as much again to compare two amounts ■ 
My ticket costs half again as much as your ticket. [=(for ex¬ 
ample) my ticket costs $15 and your ticket costs $10] 

(every) now and again see every 

now and again see ‘now 
once again see ‘once 
time and again see 'time 
against /a'genst/ prep 

1 a : in opposition to (someone or something) • Everyone 
was against them. [=everyone opposed them] • We must con¬ 
tinue the struggle for justice and against injustice. • She vot¬ 
ed against the proposal. • You’re either for/with me or 
against me! (=you either support me or oppose me] ■ He 
spoke against appeasing the enemy. ■ The U.S. (ought against 
Germany in World Wars I and II. = The U.S. and Germany 
fought against each other in World Wars I and II. ■ Some 
people were for the proposal but others were against it. ■ 
There’s a law against doing that. • His parents were angry 
when they learned he had borrowed the car against their 
wishes. [=he borrowed the car even though they did not 
want him to] ■ Against my advice, she quit her job. [=she quit 
her job even though I advised her not to] • He was being held 


against his will. [=he was being kept in a place by force even 
though he wanted to leave] b : in competition with (some¬ 
one or something) ■ two runners racing against each other • 
It’s the Yankees against [=verms] the Red Sox tonight. 

2 — used to indicate the person or thing that is affected or 
harmed by something • He denies the charges that have been 
made against him. ■ The evidence against him is very con¬ 
vincing. ■ The war was a crime against humanity. • Someone 
has been making threats against her. 

3 : not agreeing with or allowed by (something, such as a 
law) • You can’t do that. It’s against the law. I=the law does 
not allow it] ■ Touching the ball with your hands is against 
the rules. • I won’t do it. It’s against my principles. [=my prin¬ 
ciples don’t allow it; I believe that it is wrong] • They were 
acting against tradition. [=acting in a way that did not agree 
with tradition] 

4 a : not helping or favoring (someone) ■ Everything was/ 
went against them. l=everything that happened was unfavor¬ 
able to them] ■ Her appearance is/counts against her. l=her 
appearance does not help her; people form a bad opinion of 
her because of her appearance] b ; as a reason for disliking 
(someone or something) • I have nothing against him. [=1 
don’t dislike him; I have no reason for disliking him] • We 
disagree about many things, but I don’t hold it/that against 
you. [=1 don’t dislike you because of it/that] 

5 — used to say that one thing is being compared with an¬ 
other • Profits are up this year against last year. [=profits are 
higher this year than they were last year] • The yen rose/fell 
against the dollar. • a graph that plots height against weight ■ 
We will weigh/balance the risk against the possible benefit. 
(=we will compare the risk with the possible benefit] 

6 a : as a defense or protection from (something) • He built a 
crude hut as a shelter against [=from] the cold. • injections 
against flu b : in preparation for (something) ■ saving 
against [=for] an uncertain future 

7 — used to describe hitting or touching something or some¬ 
one • I accidentally knocked/hit my head against the shelf. • 
The waves were beating against [=on] the shore. • She acci¬ 
dentally brushed against him as she walked by. • The ladder 
was leaning against the wall. • She was resting her head 
against the side of the chair. 

8 : in a direction opposite to the movement of (something) • 
They were sailing against the wind. • swimming against the 
current/tide 

9 : with the background of (something) • The tree looked 
beautiful when viewed against the dark sky. ■ Her colorful 
coat stood out against the dull colors of the room. 

10 : as a charge on (something) ■ The purchase was charged 
against [=to] her account. [=the amount of money needed for 
the purchase was added to the amount owed in her account] 
as against see 2 as 

over against see 2 over 
up against see z up 

agape /a’geip/ adj. not used before a noun : having the 
mouth open because of wonder, surprise, or shock • He 
stood there with his mouth agape. (=with his mouth gaping] ■ 
The crowd stared agape at the accident scene. 

ag«ate /'asgat/ noun, pi -ates [count]: a very hard stone used 
especially in jewelry that has colors arranged in stripes or in 
patches 

1 aae /'eicfe/ noun, pi ag-es 

l a : the amount of time during which a person or animal 
has lived [count] What is your age ? |=how old are you?] • 
The age of the student was 20. = The student’s age was 20. ■ 
Some people are reluctant to reveal their ages. ■ She died 
tragically at a young age. • Exercise is good for a man (of) 
your age. • The treatment depends on the sex and age of the 
patient. ■ He joined the company af the age of 35. [=when he 
was 35 years old] • She died at the ripe old age of 90. • You’re 
too old to behave so foolishly. You should know better at 
your age. [=a person as old as you are should know better] • 
You should learn to act your age. [=to act in a way that is ap¬ 
propriate for a person of your age] ■ She showed remarkable 
musical talent at/from an early age. [=she showed talent 
when she was young] • The movie appeals to people of all 
ages. ■ The book is popular among men/women of a certain 
age. [=men/women who are not young anymore] ■ Her age 
is catching up to her. = She is starting to feel her age. [=she is 
starting to feel old] • He left home at the tender age of 18. 
[=when he was only 18 years old] • He learned to paint in his 
old age. I=when he was old] ■ Our son is small for his age. 
[=he’s smaller than most children are at his age] [noncount] 
Their son needs to spend more time with children his own 



31 


age • aggravate 


age . ■ a group of children ranging in age from 8 to 11 ■ When 
you’re my age (=when you’re as old as I am] you’ll realize 
that life isn’t always fair. ■ She became involved with a man 
twice her age. ■ More people now live to extreme old age. 
[=live to be extremely old] ■ The program is for people over/ 
under age 50. ■ groups of people classified by race and age ■ 
The student was 20 years of age. [=was 20 years old] • He 
joined the company at age 35. — often used before another 
noun ■ The movie appeals to people of all age groups. ■ He 
was over the age limit. [=he was too old] — see also middle 
age, old age, SCHOOL age b : the amount of time dur¬ 
ing which a thing has existed [count] What is the age of your 
car? • The car is in good condition for its age. [=considering 
how old it is] [noncount] The magazines were sorted by age. 

2 : the time of life when a person does something or be¬ 
comes legally able to do something [count] The voting age is 
18. [=people are allowed to vote when they are 18 years old] ■ 
He was past the age for military service, [noncount] Her par¬ 
ents are approaching retirement age. • young people who 
have not yet reached drinking age ■ students of college age = 
college-age students — see also age of consent 

3 [ noncount ] a : the passage of time : the process of becom¬ 
ing old or older ■ a tree weakened by age "His skills haven’t 
diminished with age. ■ a wine that has improved with age • 
“Age cannot wither her, nor custom stale her infinite vari¬ 
ety.” —Shakespeare, Antony and Cleopatra (1607) b : the 
condition of being old ■ from youth to (old) age ■ The build¬ 
ing is showing signs of age. ■ She died of old age. 

4 [count] : a period of history — usually singular ■ an air¬ 
plane that became a symbol of the modem age ■ a bygone/ 
past age ■ the great problems of our age • It’s hard to believe 
that such behavior is still tolerated in this day and age. [=in 
current times; now] : a period of time that is associated with 
a particular thing or person ■ People expect information in¬ 
stantly in this age of the Internet. ■ the age of Columbus ■ the 
machine age • the Age of Discovery — see also bronze age, 

DARK AGES, GOLDEN AGE, ICE AGE, IRON AGE, NEW AGE, 

stone age, gilded age at gild 

5 [count] informal : a long period of time ■ It’s been an age 
since we last saw them. — usually plural ■ It’s been ages since 
we last saw them. = We haven’t seen them in/for ages. = It 
was ages ago when we last saw them. 

come of age : to reach the age when you are considered an 
adult ■ He received his full inheritance when he came of 
age. — often used figuratively. ■ She came of age as an art¬ 
ist [=she developed fully as an artist] after she moved to 
New York. ■ a political movement that has recently come of 
age [=has become fully formed and effective] 
in a coon’s age or in a dog’s age US, informal: in a very 
long time • We haven’t seen them in a coon’s age. 

2 aae verb ages; aged; ag-ing or chiefly Brit age-ing 

1 [no obj] : to become old or older ■ As he aged he grew more 
and more bitter. ■ You haven’t aged a day since I saw you 
last! • an aging population • a book that has aged well [=a 
book that is still good or appealing although it is no longer 
new] ■ She has aged gracefully. [=she has continued to be 
healthy and young looking as she has gotten older] 

2 [+ obj]: to cause (someone or something) to become old or 
to appear to be old ■ His troubles have aged him. ■ Exposure 
to the sun has aged her skin. 

3 of food or drink : to be stored for a period of time in order 
to gain desired qualities [no obj] The wine ages in oak bar¬ 
rels. [+ obj] The wine is aged in oak barrels. ■ an aged cheese 

-age /icfe/ noun suffix 

1 : action, process, or result of ■ cover age • break age ■ wast¬ 
age 

2 : total amount or collection • mileage ■ acreage 

3 : house or place of ■ orphanage • brokerage 

4 : state, status, or condition of ■ bondage • blockage 

5 : fee or charge ■ postage 

aged adj 

1 /'eicfcsd/ : very old ■ an aged oak ■ an aged man 

2 /'eicfed/ not used before a noun : having reached a specified 
age ■ a woman aged 40 [=a woman who is 40 years old] ■ a 
child aged 10 ■ a group of men aged between 20 and 30 

the aged : old people ■ providing help for the aged and the 
sick 

— ag-ed-ness /'eicfesdnas/ noun [noncount] 
ageing chiefly Brit spelling of aging 

age-ism /’eqcfeizam/ noun [noncount] : unfair treatment of 
old people - He accused his former employer of ageism when 
he lost his job to a younger man. 


— age-ist /'eicfeist/ adj ■ an ageist attitude/society 
age-less /'eicfcbs/ adj 

1 : not growing old or showing the effects of age ■ ageless 
skin ■ ageless beauty ■ a seemingly ageless athlete 

2 ; lasting forever : eternal, timeless ■ The movie retold 
an ageless legend. ■ an ageless tradition ■ ageless truths 

— agedess-ly adv • remains agelessly beautiful ■ an agelessly 
romantic gesture — age-less-ness noun [noncount] • the 
agelessness of her beauty 

agen-CV /'eicfeansi/ noun, pi -cies [count] 

T : a business that provides a particular service ■ an insur¬ 
ance/travel/employment agency ■ a prominent ad agency 
2 : a government department that is responsible for a partic¬ 
ular activity, area, etc. ■ federal law enforcement agencies ■ 
the federal agency in charge of printing money ■ various gov¬ 
ernment agencies 

through the agency of formal : by using the help or servic¬ 
es of (something or someone) • The treaty was ratified 
through the agency of a neutral country, 
agen-da /a'cfecnda/ noun, pi -das [count] 

1 : a list of things to be considered or done ■ The committee 
set the agenda for the next several years of research. • There 
are several items/issues/things on the agenda for tonight's 
meeting. ■ What’s the first/next item on the agenda ? ■ Such 
an idea has been high on the political agenda for some time. 

2 : a plan or goal that guides someone’s behavior and that is 
often kept secret - He wants to push/promote his own agen¬ 
da no matter what the others say. ■ She had no hidden agen¬ 
da. [=she didn’t have a secret plan] 

agent /'eitfeant/ noun, pi agents [count] 

T : a person who does business for another person : a person 
who acts on behalf of another • They worked with a travel 
agent to plan their vacation. • The actor got a starring role 
through his (theatrical) agent. ■ a literary agent [=a person 
who helps writers to get their works published] — see also 

FREE AGENT, INSURANCE AGENT, PRESS AGENT, REAL ES¬ 
TATE AGENT 

2 : a person who tries to get secret information about anoth¬ 
er country, government, etc. : SPY, secret agent ■ a gov¬ 
ernment agent — see also double agent, special agent 

3 : a person or thing that causes something to happen ■ They 
view themselves as agents of social change. l=people who 
cause social change to happen] 

4 : something (such as a chemical) that is used to produce a 
particular effect or result ■ The drug is an effective agent for 
the treatment of asthma. ■ the main flavoring agent in the 
drink ■ Cornstarch is used as a thickening agent in sauces. 

agent pro-vo-ca-teur /'a^arnproi^vcLks'ta 1 / noun, pi 
agents pro-vo-ca-teurs also agent provocateurs 
AniaainproUiVaika'ta*/ [count] : a person employed to en¬ 
courage people to break the law so that they can be arrested 

■ The government used agents provocateurs to try to under¬ 
mine the opposition party. 

age of consent noun 

the age of consent : the age at which a person is consid¬ 
ered old enough to agree to have sex or to get married 
age-old /'eicfe'ould/ adj, always used before a noun : very 
old : having existed for a very long time ■ an age-old [- an¬ 
cient] conflict/debate/problem ■ age-old rituals/ceremonies/ 
traditions 

ag-glom-er-a-tion /^glaima'reijan/ noun, pi -tions 
[count] formal : a large group, collection, or pile of different 
things • This suburb has become just a vast agglomeration of 
houses, people, and cars. 

ag-gran-dize-ment also Brit ag-gran-dise-ment 

/s'greendszmant/ noun [noncount] disapproving : advance¬ 
ment or increase in power or importance ■ He acted only for 
his political advantage and personal aggrandizement. ■ self- 
aggrandizement 

ag-gra-vate /'zegra.veit/ verb -vates; -vat-ed; -vat-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 : to make (an injury, problem, etc.) more serious or severe 

■ She aggravated an old knee injury. ■ They’re afraid that we 
might aggravate an already bad situation. ■ A headache can 
be aggravated by too much exercise. ■ The symptoms were 
aggravated by drinking alcohol. 

2 informal : to make (someone) angry : to annoy or bother 
(someone) ■ All of these delays really aggravate me. ■ Our 
neighbors were aggravated by all the noise. 

— aggravating adj [more most ~] ■ It was an incredibly 
slow and aggravating process. - He has some very aggravat¬ 
ing [=annoying, irritating] habits. — ag-gra-vat-ing-ly adv 
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■ an aggravating slow process 

aggravated ad 

1 [more most ~] : annoyed or bothered • I sometimes get 
very aggravated when she does that. 

2 always used before a noun, law : made more serious by the 
use of violence or the threat of violence ■ He was convicted 
of aggravated assault. 

ag-gra-va-tion Aajgra'veijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount\ : the act or result of making a condition, injury, 
etc., worse : the act or result of aggravating something • try¬ 
ing to avoid the aggravation of an existing back problem 

2 informal : something that annoys or bothers someone 
: something that aggravates someone [noncount\ The 
weather was a source of aggravation for us. [=we were an¬ 
noyed by the weather] • I don’t need all this aggravation. ■ 
This car has caused me nothing but aggravation. ■ Many tal¬ 
ented people now feel that a career in politics isn’t worth all 
the aggravation, [count] I don’t need all these aggravations. 

1 ag«gre«gate /'aign.geit/ verb -gates; -gat-ed; -gat-ing 
formal 

1 : to join or combine into a single group [+ obj] The Web 
site aggregates content from many other sites, [no obj ] These 
insects tend to aggregate [= congregate] in dark, moist places. 

2 [linking verb\ : to equal a specified number or amount ■ All 
together, they had profits aggregating [: totaling] more than 
10 million dollars. 

— ag-gre-ga-tion /^gn'geijan/ noun, pi -tions [count, 
noncount] 

2 ag-gre*gate /'segngat/ noun, pi -gates [count] formal : a 
total amount — usually singular ■ We spent an aggregate of 
30 million dollars in advertising during the last three years. ■ 
They won the two games by an aggregate of 40 points. 
in the aggregate also in aggregate formal : thought of as a 
whole : all together ■ Dividends for the year amounted in 
the aggregate to 25 million dollars. ■ The experience only 
becomes important when considered in the aggregate, 
on aggregate Brit, sports : with the scores of a series of 
matches added together • Our team won the same number 
of matches, but their team scored more goals so they won 
on aggregate. 

3 ag-gre-gate /'segngat/ adj, always used before a noun 
: formed by adding together two or more amounts : total ■ 
The university receives more than half its aggregate income 
from government sources. ■ The team with the highest aggre¬ 
gate score wins. 

aq«greS'Sion /a'gre/an/ noun [noncount] 

1 : angry or violent behavior or feelings ■ He has a lot of 
pent-up aggression. ■ a display of aggression • behavior that is 
likely to provoke aggression ■ dangerous dogs showing ag¬ 
gression toward people 

2 : hostile action against another country, government, etc. ■ 
military aggression ■ The government says that it will view 
any attempt to fly over its territory as an act of aggression. 

ag*9reS'Sive /a'gresiv/ adj [more —; most ~] 

T : ready and willing to fight, argue, etc.: feeling or showing 
aggression • He started to get aggressive and began to shout. ■ 
an aggressive dog ■ aggressive behavior 

2 : using forceful methods to succeed or to do something ■ 
an overly aggressive salesman ■ an aggressive lawyer whose 
tactics have made people angry ■ The team plays a very ag¬ 
gressive style of defense. • The company took aggressive steps 
to prevent illegal use of their equipment. ■ The publisher has 
been very aggressive in promoting the book. ■ The city began 
an aggressive campaign to encourage recycling. 

3 medical a : very severe ■ an aggressive form of cancer b 
: very strong or intense ■ aggressive chemotherapy 

— ag-gres-sive-ly adv ■ The company is aggressively pro¬ 
moting their products. — ag-gres-sive-ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

ag-gres-sor /s'grcsa 1 / noun, pi -sors [count] : a person or 
country that attacks another: a person or country that starts 
a fight or war ■ Each country accused the other of being the 
aggressor. 

aggrieved /a'grkvd/ adj 

T [more most —] : feeling anger because of unfair treat¬ 
ment ■ He felt aggrieved by their refusal to meet with him. ■ 
an aggrieved victim 

2 law : having suffered from unfair treatment ■ The ag¬ 
grieved party may cancel the contract, 
aggro /'aegroo/ noun [noncount] Brit, informal 
1 : something that annoys or bothers someone : aggrava¬ 
tion ■ He’s gotten nothing but aggro from his parents lately. 


■ They decided it wasn’t worth the aggro. 

2 : angry and violent behavior : aggression ■ The police 
were there to prevent any aggro. 
aghast /a'gaest, Brit a'gaist/ adj, not used before a noun [more 
—; most ~] : shocked and upset ■ The news left her aghast. • 
Critics were aghast to see how awful the play was. — often + 
at • She was aghast at the news. ■ Critics were aghast at how 
awful the play was. 
ag*ile /'aecfcal/ adj [more most —] 

1 : able to move quickly and easily ■ She is the most agile 
[=nimble] athlete on the team. ■ Leopards are very fast and 
agile. ■ a car with agile handling [=a car that moves quickly 
and smoothly when the steering wheel is turned] 

2 : quick, smart, and clever ■ an agile mind ■ an agile writer ■ 
an agile thinker 

— ag*lle*ly adv ■ The cat jumped agilely out of the way. 
— agil-i-ty /a'cfeildti/ noun [noncount] ■ the agility of a 
champion gymnast ■ He has the agility of a mountain goat. 
[=he is very agile] ■ mental agility 

1 aging or chiefly Brit ageing adj : becoming old : no longer 
young or new ■ his aging parents ■ an aging building 
2 aging or chiefly Brit ageing noun [noncount] : the act or 
process of becoming old or older ■ premature aging of the 
skin • a wine improved by aging 
ag-i-tate /*aeck3,teit/ verb -tates; -tat-ed; -tat-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to disturb, excite, or anger (someone) ■ If I talk 
about tlie problem with him it just agitates him even more. 

2 [no obj] : to try to get people to support or oppose some¬ 
thing ■ Some members of the union have been agitating for a 
strike. ■ agitate for equal rights ■ A few local residents have 
been agitating against a military presence. 

3 [+ obj] technical : to move or stir up (a liquid) ■ water agi¬ 
tated by wind ■ The mixture is heated and then agitated. 

— agitated adj [more —; most ~] ■ I’ve never seen her so ag¬ 
itated before. ■ The dog became very agitated during the 
storm. — ag*i-tat*ed*ly adv ■ pacing back and forth agitat¬ 
edly — ag*i«ta*tlon /.aecfea'teijan/ noun [noncount] ■ He 
spoke with increasing agitation about the situation. ■ agita¬ 
tion for civil rights ■ continuous agitation of the mixture 

ag*i*ta*tOr /'axfca^eita 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] 

1 usually disapproving : a person who tries to get people an¬ 
gry or upset so that they will support an effort to change a 
government, company, etc. ■ The police arrested several an- 
tigovemment agitators. 

2 : a device for stirring or shaking something in a machine 
(such as a washing machine) 

ag leam /a'glkm/ adj, not used before a noun : bright or shin¬ 
ing with reflected light ■ She spoke of all the possibilities, her 
eyes agleam. [=gleaming] 

ag I it-ter /a'glitfr/ adj, not used before a noun : sparkling 
brightly with reflected light • The tree was all aglitter [= glitter¬ 
ing ] with Christmas decorations. 
aaiOW /a'glou/ adj, not used before a noun 
T : glowing with light or color ■ The lights of the city were 
aglow in the distance. ■ The room was aglow with candlelight. 
2 : very excited or happy : feeling or showing excitement 
and happiness ■ The children were aglow with excitement. ■ 
The town was aglow with pride. 

AGM Aei.tfeir'em/ noun, pi AGMs [count] Brit : a meeting 
that an organization has once every year to discuss business, 
elect officials, etc. ■ The new Board was elected at our last 
AGM. [=(US) annual meeting] *$■ AGM is an abbreviation for 
“Annual General Meeting.” 
aa-nOS-tiC /aeg'naistik/ noun, pi -tics [count]' 

1 : a person who does not have a definite belief about 
whether God exists or not — compare atheist 

2 : a person who does not believe or is unsure of something ■ 
She considered herself an agnostic on the truth of the theory. 
[=she was not sure if the theory was true or not] ■ a political 
agnostic [=a person who lacks strong political beliefs] 

— agnostic adj ■ politically agnostic — ag-nos-ti*cism 
/zeg'na:st3,siz3m/ noun [noncount] 

300 /a'gou/ adv : in the past : before the present time : be¬ 
fore now • "How long ago did she arrive?" “A few hours 
ago." ■ That culture flourished here over 10,000 years ago. • 
We met three months ago and we’ll meet again three months 
from now. ■ He long ago learned to be patient. ■ I saw an in¬ 
teresting ad not long ago [= recently] for a new car. ■ All the 
good tickets were sold a long time ago. = All the good tickets 
were sold (quite) some time ago. 
agog /a'ga.g/ adj, not used before a noun : full of interest or 
excitement because of something ■ The news has chemists 
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agog. ■ Her supporters were agog at the idea. ■ The town is 
agog over the plan. 

ag-O-nize also Brit ag*o*nise / , 2 ega,naiz/ verb -niz»es; 
-nized; -niz*ing [no obf\ : to think or worry very much 
about something — usually + about or over • She agonized 
about what she was doing. ■ The coach agonizes for days over 
the choices he has to make. ■ The architect agonized over ev¬ 
ery detail of the planning. 

agonized also Brit agonised adj [more most ~]: show¬ 
ing mental or physical pain or agony ■ an agonized cry of de¬ 
spair 

agonizing also Brit agonising adj [more most ~]: very 
mentally or physically painful ■ a long and agonizing battle 
with cancer ■ She made the agonizing decision to cancel the 
trip. ■ The agonizing wait was finally over. ■ He was in agoniz¬ 
ing pain. 

— ag-o-niz-jng-ly also Brit ag>o*nis-ing*ly adv ■ an ago¬ 
nizingly painful condition ■ They moved at an agonizingly 
slow pace. 

ag*0*ny /'segani/ noun, pi -nies : extreme mental or physi¬ 
cal pain [ noncount ] She was in terrible agony after breaking 
her leg. "He died in agony. ■ The medicine relieves the agony 
of muscle cramps very quickly. ■ the agony of defeat ■ It was 
agony to watch him suffer like that, [count] He suffered no 
agonies of guilt/remorse/regret over his decision. [=he did 
not feel guilty about his decision] 

agony aunt noun, pi ~ aunts [count] Brit : a person who 
writes an agony column ■ Hundreds of people write in to the 
paper’s agony aunt [=((/5) advice columnist] every week, 
agony column noun, pi ~ -umns [count] Brit : advice 
COLUMN 

ag-0>ra-pho-bia /.segara'foubija/ noun [noncount] : a fear 
of being in open or public places ■ a patient suffering from 
agoraphobia — compare claustrophobia 

— ag-o*ra-pho*bic Asegara'foubik/ adj • an agoraphobic 
patient — agoraphobic noun, pi -bics [count] • a thera¬ 
pist who works with agoraphobics 

agrar-i-an /a'grerijan/ adj [more most ~] : of or relating 
to farms and farming ■ a town founded in 1811 as an agrarian 
community • an agrarian economy ■ an agrarian society 
agree /a'grii/verfc agrees; agreed; agree-ing 

1 : to have the same opinion [no obj] We agreed about some 
things, but we disagreed about others. ■ They agreed among 
themselves. ■ She says that a change is needed, and I agree 
completely. • I couldn’t agree more. ■ We can all agree on/ 
about one thing: the current law needs to be changed. ■ Some 
critics have called the movie a masterpiece, but not everyone 
agrees. ■ The house is too big for one person, don’t you 
agree ? — often + with • I agree with you. = I agree with what 
you say. [+ obj] I agree (that) the house is too big. ■ We all 
agree (that) the law needs to be changed. When people are 
agreed, they have the same opinion. ■ We are all agreed that 
the law needs to be changed. [=we all agree that the law 
needs to be changed] ■ Researchers are now agreed that the 
cause of the disease is genetic. ■ “So we’ll have to revise the 
schedule. Agreed ?’’ [=are we agreed?] "Agreed." [=yes, we are 
agreed] ^ When a person or thing is agreed to be something 
specified, people regard that person or thing as something 
specified. ■ The movie is generally agreed to be a. failure. 
[=most people think that the movie is a failure] ■ She is wide¬ 
ly agreed to be one of our best writers. ■ Her first book is al¬ 
most universally agreed to be her best. 

2 : to say that you will do, accept, or allow something that is 
suggested or requested by another person [no obj] The re¬ 
porter asked her for an interview, and she reluctantly agreed. 
[=she reluctantly said yes] — often + to ■ He agreed to [con¬ 
sented to] their proposal/plan. ■ agree to a compromise ■ She 
agreed to an interview. = She agreed to being interviewed. [+ 
obj] She asked if she could go with him, and he agreed that 
she could. — often followed by to + verb ■ He agreed to accept 
their proposal. ■ She reluctantly agreed to be interviewed. • 
He readily agreed to do what they wanted him to do. ■ They 
agreed not to oppose her nomination. 

3 of two or more people or groups : to decide to accept some¬ 
thing after discussing what should or might be done [no obj] 

— usually + on or upon ■ The jurors were unable to agree on 
a verdict. [=to reach a verdict] ■ agree on a plan ■ They agreed 
on a fair division of the profits. ■ The means of ending the 
dispute were finally agreed upbn. ■ They should accept the 
terms that were originally agreed upon. ■ The price was 
agreed upon in advance. [+ obj (Brit) ■ The jurors were un¬ 
able to agree a verdict. ■ The means of ending the dispute 


were Anally agreed. The forms agreed, agreed-upon, and 
(less commonly) agreed-on are used as adjectives in both 
U.S. and British English. ■ She paid him the agreed price. • 
They met at the agreed-upon time. 

4 [no obj] : to be alike : to resemble or match each other • 
The accounts of the accident did not agree (with each other). 
■ The copies agree exactly with the originals. ■ These results 
agree with earlier studies. 

5 [no obj] grammar : to be alike in gender, number, case, or 
person ■ A verb should agree with its subject. ■ A verb and 
pronoun should agree in number. 

6 [no obj] : to be suitable for or pleasing to someone — + 
with ■ The climate agrees with you. [=the climate suits you] ■ 
Spicy food doesn’t agree with me. [=spicy food makes me feel 
unwell] 

agree to disagree (chiefly US) or chiefly Brit agree to differ 
: to agree not to argue anymore about a difference of opin¬ 
ion ■ He likes golf and his wife likes tennis, so when it 
comes to sports, they have agreed to disagree, 
agree with [phrasal verb] agree with (something) : to regard 
(something) with approval ■ Do you agree with capital pun¬ 
ishment? — see also AGREE 1, 6 (above) 
agree*able/3'gri:jdb3l/a<# [more most ~] 

1 somewhat formal + old-fashioned : pleasing to the mind or 
senses : pleasant ■ an agreeable taste ■ He’s a very agreeable 
young man. ■ Traffic is one of the less agreeable aspects of 
city life. ■ They spent an agreeable evening together. 
-opposite DISAGREEABLE 

2 : ready or willing to agree : willing to do or allow some¬ 
thing ■ I suggested that we leave early, and she seemed agree¬ 
able. — usually + to ■ She seemed agreeable to (the idea of) 
leaving early. 

3 : able to be accepted : acceptable — + to ■ Is the sched¬ 
ule agreeable to you? [=do you agree to the schedule?] 

- agree-able-ness noun [noncount] -agree*ably 
/a'gri.'jabli/ adv • an agreeably sweet taste ■ They spent the 
evening together very agreeably. 

aaree»ment /a'griimant/ noun, pi -merits 

1 [noncount] a : the act of agreeing ■ Any changes to the 
plan require the agreement of everyone involved. ■ We were 
surprised by his agreement to participate. [=we were sur¬ 
prised that he agreed to participate] ■ She nodded her head in 
agreement. [=to show that she agreed] b : a situation in 
which people share the same opinion : a situation in which 
people agree ■ There is wide/widespread/universal agreement 
on this issue. ■ Everyone seems to be in agreement [=seems to 
agree] about/on the need for reform, but there is much dis¬ 
agreement about how to achieve it. ■ They have been unable 
to reach agreement about how to achieve reform. 

2 [count] a : an arrangement, contract, etc., by which peo¬ 
ple agree about what is to be done ■ I thought we had an 
agreement. ■ a formal/contractual agreement ■ Their agree¬ 
ment expires next year. "He has to return the property under 
the terms of an agreement he has with the original owner. ■ a 
peace agreement • a trade agreement ■ They have come to an 
agreement. = They have reached an agreement, b : a writ¬ 
ten record of such an agreement ■ He signed an agreement to 
buy the property. — see also GENTLEMAN’S AGREEMENT 

3 [noncount] grammar : the fact or state of being alike in 
gender, number, case, or person : the fact or state of agree¬ 
ing grammatically * The subject and the verb need to be in 
agreement (with each other). 

ag-ri-busi-ness /'segra^iznas/ noun, pi -ness*es 

1 [noncount] : the business or industry of farming or agricul¬ 
ture : farming thought of as a large business ■ a giant agri¬ 
business corporation 

2 [count]: a company engaged in agribusiness ■ Several large 
agribusinesses own most of the farms around here. 

aq.ri.cul-tur-al /.segn'kAltfaral/ adj 
T : of, relating to, or used in farming or agriculture ■ agricul¬ 
tural machinery ■ agricultural methods ■ the state’s main agri¬ 
cultural product • rich agricultural land 
2 : engaged in or concerned with farming or agriculture ■ an 
agricultural society ■ an important agricultural center ■ a 
small agricultural community 

- ag-ri-cul-tur-al-ly adv 

aq«ri»CUl»tUre /'aegn,kAl noun [noncount] : the science 
or occupation of farming ■ They cleared the land to use it for 
agriculture. — compare horticulture 

- ag-ri-cul-tur-ist /.segn'kAltfaralist/ or ag-ri*cul-tur-al- 
ist /.segri'kAltfarahst/ noun, pi -ists [count] ■ skilled agri¬ 
culturists 
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agron*0*my /a'grcunami/ noun [noncount] : a science that 
deals with the methods used by farmers to raise crops and 
care for the soil 

— agronomist /a'granamist/rtowrt,/?/ -mists [count] 
aground /a'graund/ adv : on or onto the ground ■ The ship 
ran/went aground during the storm last night. [=the bottom 
of the ship struck and became stuck on the ground under 
the water] ■ The boat ran aground on a reef, 
ah /' a:/ interj — used to express pleasure, relief, etc. m Ah, I re¬ 
member the good old days. ■ Ah, that feels good. ■ Ah, so 
that’s where the idea came from! ■ Ah, yes, now I remember, 
aha /a'hcr./ interj — used when something is suddenly seen, 
found, or understood ■ Aha\ I knew it was you! • Aha\ So 
that’s how it’s supposed to work. 
ahead /a'hed/ adv 

1 a : in or toward the front ■ The road stretched ahead for 
many miles. ■ Someone was standing in the road (up) ahead. 

■ We knew the way ahead [-forward] was difficult, but we 
persevered. ■ “Full speed ahead]" shouted the captain. ■ He 
was looking straight ahead. [=directly forward] b : to or to¬ 
ward the place where someone is going ■ I can’t leave yet. 
You go on ahead. I’ll catch up later. ■ She was delayed at the 
airport so she sent her bags ahead to the hotel. 

2 : in, into, or for the future ■ We need to think/plan ahead. ■ 
The past year has been successful and, looking ahead, we ex¬ 
pect to do even better in the coming months. ■ We have some 
hard work ahead. ■ He expects to be very busy in the weeks 
ahead. ■ We don’t know what lies ahead. • We’ll pause now 
for a commercial. The weather report is just ahead. [=the 
weather report will be broadcast after the commercial] 

3 : in the lead in a race or competition ■ They were trailing 
by 5 points earlier in the game, but now they’re ahead [=win¬ 
ning] by 7. ■ They scored three runs to go ahead by two. ■ a 
politician who is ahead in the polls ■ We're winning now, but 
we have to work hard to stay/keep ahead. 

4 : in or toward a better position ■ I came out $20 ahead on 
the deal. [=1 made a profit of $20 on the deal] ■ He’s very am¬ 
bitious. He’ll do anything to get ahead. [=to become success¬ 
ful] 

5 : at an earlier time ■ She prepared most of the food ahead. 
[=ahead of time] ■ make payments ahead 

ahead of prep 

1 : in, at, or to a place before (someone or something) ■ She 
got ahead of me. ■ Someone was standing in the road just a 
few yards (up) ahead of us. • They went on ahead of us and 
by now are several miles ahead of us. 

2 : in the future for (someone or something) ■ We have some 
hard work ahead of us. 

3 : having a lead or advantage over (a competitor) ■ The 
polls show that he is ahead of the other candidates. ■ The 
company is working hard to stay one step ahead of the com¬ 
petition. ■ They were trailing us by 5 points earlier in the 
game, but now they’re ahead of us by 7. 

4 a : better than (something) ■ The company’s earnings are 
(way/far) ahead of forecasts. [=are (much) better than they 
were expected to be] b : in a more advanced position than 
(someone or something) ■ He was a year ahead of me in 
school. [=he finished school a year before I did] If you are 
ahead of your time or if your ideas, creations, etc., are ahead 
of their time , you are too advanced or modem to be under¬ 
stood or appreciated during the time when you live or work. 

■ As a poet, he was ahead of his time. His poems, now regard¬ 
ed as classics, were unpopular when he wrote them. 

5 : at an earlier time than (someone or something) : sooner 
than (someone or something) • They arrived at the party a 
few minutes ahead of [= before] us. ■ They’re hoping to work 
out an agreement well ahead of[=before] the deadline. ■ She 
prepared most of the food ahead of time. [=beforehand] "It 
looks like we can finish the project ahead of schedule. [=ear- 
lier than planned] 

ahem /a'hem/ interj — used in writing to represent a sound 
that is like a quiet cough that people make especially to at¬ 
tract attention or to express disapproval or embarrassment 
ahoy /a'hoi/ interj — used by a sailor who is calling out to a 
passing ship or boat ■ Ship ahoyl • Ahoy there, mate! 

Al abbr artificial intelligence 

1 aid /'eid/ verb aids; aid*ed; aiding : to provide what is 
useful or necessary : help [+ obj] They gave money in or¬ 
der to aid the cause. ■ She aided them in their efforts. ■ He 
jumped into the water to aid the drowning child. • His posi¬ 
tion was aided [strengthened] by the fact that he was right. ■ 
a home run that was aided by the wind • aiding the poor ■ 


She aided the government in the attempt to fight illiteracy. ■ 
She is charged with aiding and abetting [=helping and en¬ 
couraging] the thief in his getaway, [no obj] — usually + in • 
She aided in the attempt to fight illiteracy. ■ His research aid¬ 
ed in the discovery of a new treatment for cancer. ■ The re¬ 
search aided in establishing new theories. 

2 aid noun, pi aids 

T" [noncount] : the act of helping someone : help or assis¬ 
tance given to someone ■ The teacher enlisted/sought the aid 
of several students for the project. [=the teacher asked sever¬ 
al students to help with the project] ■ The project was com¬ 
pleted with the aid of several students. ■ The work was done 
with the aid of a computer. • I can no longer read without the 
aid of glasses. [=without using glasses] ■ When the climbers 
became trapped by bad weather, a rescue party was sent fo 
their aid. I=was sent to help/rescue them] 

2 [noncount] a : something (such as money, food, or equip¬ 
ment) that is given by a government or an organization to 
help the people in a country or area where many people are 
suffering because of poverty, disease, etc. ■ The government 
has given millions of dollars in economic/foreign aid to these 
nations. • humanitarian aid — often used before another 
noun ■ international aid organizations ■ an aid worker [=a 
person who goes to a foreign country to help the people 
there] b : money that is given to a student to help pay for 
the cost of attending a school ■ She applied for financial/stu¬ 
dent aid in order to go to college. 

3 [count] a : something that provides help or assistance ■ 
The diagram is provided as an aid to understanding. ■ The 
computer is an aid to keeping costs down, b : a device, ob¬ 
ject, etc., that makes something easier to do ■ He teaches art 
with visual aids. ■ aids to navigation = navigational aids ■ in- 
structional/leaming aids • a pill used as an aid for sleeping = 
a sleeping aid — see also first aid, hearing aid 

4 [count] chiefly US : a person whose job is to assist someone 
: aide ■ She works as a teacher’s aid. 

in aid of chiefly Brit : in order to help (something or some¬ 
one) ■ The event is being held in aid of charity. ■ in aid of 
refugees The informal British expression What’s (all) 
this/that in aid of? is used to ask about the purpose of 
something. ■ "What's all this rushing about in aid of, then?" 
[=what’s all this rushing about for?] “We’re trying to get 
things ready for the boss’s visit.” 
aide /'eid/ noun, pi aides [count] : a person whose job is to 
assist someone : assistant ■ a nurse’s aide ■ a teacher’s aide 

■ The senate office hired several congressional aides. ■ a pres¬ 
idential aide 

aide-de-camp Aeiddi'ksemp, Brit .eiddi'kcump/ noun, pi 
aides-de-camp /^eidzdi'kaemp, Brit .eidzdi'katmp/ 
[count] : a military officer who assists another high-ranking 
officer 

AIDS /'eidz/ noun [noncount] : a serious disease of the im¬ 
mune system that is caused by infection with a virus AIDS 
is an abbreviation for acquired immune deficiency syndrome. 
ail /'eil/ verb ails; ailed; aiMng 

1 [+ obj] : to cause pain or trouble for (someone): trouble 

■ This medicine is good for what/whatever ails you. ■ His 
back was ailing him. — often used figuratively ■ a discussion 
about what ails public education these days 

2 [no obj] : to suffer bad health ■ She has been ailing for 
years. — often used figuratively ■ The company is ailing fi¬ 
nancially. 

— ailing adj • He has an ailing back/elbow/heart. ■ her ailing 
husband ■ in ailing health ■ the ailing economy ■ an ailing 
company 

ai'le*ron /'eil3,ra:n/ noun, pi -rons [count] technical : a part 
of an airplane wing that can be moved up or down to cause 
the airplane to turn — see picture at airplane 
ail-ment /'eilmant/ noun, pi -ments [count] : a sickness or 
illness ■ She suffered from a chronic back ailment. • a kid¬ 
ney/liver/lung/skin ailment ■ The doctor treated him for a 
variety of ailments. 

1 aim /'eim/ verb aims; aimed; aim-ing 

T"a : to point (a weapon) at a target [+ obj] He aimed the 
gun carefully before shooting. ■ Don’t aim that pistol at me! 
[no obj] He aimed carefully before shooting. ■ Ready, aim, 
fire! b : to point (a device) at something [+ obj] aim a cam¬ 
era ■ Try to aim the antenna in the right direction. ■ She 
aimed the telescope at a point in the eastern sky. [no obj] 
She aimed at a point in the eastern sky. C [+ obj] : to direct 
(something, such as a missile, a ball, a punch, or a kick) at a 
target ■ He aimed the stone at the dog but missed. ■ The 
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throw from the shortstop was poorly/badly aimed. ■ well- 
aimed and badly aimed kicks/punches 

2 : to have a specified goal or purpose [no obj ] If you want 
to be successful, you have to aim high. [=you have to be am¬ 
bitious] — often + at ■ The movie aims at comedy [=the mov¬ 
ie is intended to be a comedy], but it really isn’t very funny. ■ 
a political movement that aims at promoting world peace — 
often + for ■ The movie aims for comedy. ■ aim for a goal ■ If 
you’re trying to lose weight, you should give yourself a goal/ 
target to aim for. [+ obj\ — followed by to + verb • a political 
movement that aims to promote world peace ■ They aim [=in- 
tend\ to reform the government. ■ We aim [=plan\ to arrive 
there at around noon. ■ We aim to please. 

3 [+ obj] : to direct (something) at a particular goal, group of 
people, etc. ■ He aimed his criticism primarily at parents. — 
usually used as (be) aimed ■ His criticism was aimed primari¬ 
ly at parents. ■ The television program is aimed directly/pri¬ 
marily at children. [=is intended mainly for children] ■ The 
new system is aimed at reducing costs. [=the purpose of the 
new system is to reduce costs] ■ a political movement that is 
aimed at promoting world peace 

2 aim noun, pi aims 

count] : a goal or purpose • a political movement whose 
aim is to promote world peace ■ Our ultimate aim is to cre¬ 
ate something of lasting value. ■ The book has two basic 
aims. ■ She was unable to achieve her aims. ■ I started this 
business with the aim of making a profit. 

2 [ noncount\ : the ability to hit a target ■ His aim was good. ■ 
He fired at the target but his aim was off/bad and he missed. 
take aim 1 : to point a weapon at a target ■ He took careful 
aim at the target. [=he aimed carefully at the target] 2 US 
: to have a specified goal or intention ■ The runner took 
aim at setting a record. [=the runner’s goal was to set a 
record] 3 : to have something as the object of an action 
or effort ■ Investigators are taking aim at [= targeting] 
health-care fraud, [investigators are intending to punish/ 
stop health-care fraud] 

aim-iess /'eimlas/ adj : not having a goal or purpose ■ an 
aimless young person ■ an aimless conversation 
— aim-less-ly adv ■ She liked to wander aimlessly around 
the park. • driving around aimlessly — aim-less-ness 
noun \noncount\ He lived a life of aimlessness, [singular] 
There was an aimlessness to his life, 
ain’t /'eint/ 

1 : am not ■ I ain’t worried. : are not • They ain’t interested. 
: is not ■ It’s a free country, ain't it? 

2 : have not ■ Those people ain’t got a clue. : has not ■ Her 
husband left and she ain 1 never been the same. 

usage Ain’t is usually regarded as an error, but it is com¬ 
mon in the very informal speech of some people and it is 
also used in informal and humorous phrases. ■ That joke 
just ain't funny. ■ Say it ain’t so! ■ You ain’t seen nothing 
yet! ■ Two out of three ain’t bad. ■ If it ain’t broke don’t fix 
it! ■ Things ain’t what they used to be. ■ Ain’t that the truth? 

1 air /'ea 1 2 3 4 / noun, pi airs 

1 [noncount] a : the invisible mixture of gases (such as ni¬ 
trogen and oxygen) that surrounds the Earth and that people 
and animals breathe • These laws are meant to produce 
cleaner air. ■ A delicious smell filled the air. • I like to dine 
outdoors in the open air. ■ cool/warm air • fresh air • a sud¬ 
den gust of air [-wind] ■ polluted air ■ stale air • the hot sum¬ 
mer air ■ He can’t breathe! Everybody move back and give 
him some air! ■ High in the mountains the air is thin and it 
can be hard to breathe. ■ He pumped air into the bicycle tire. 
■ My keys seem to have vanished/disappeared Into thin air. 
[=to have vanished in a very sudden and mysterious way] ■ 
He seemed to appear out of thin air. [=in a very sudden and 
mysterious way] — see also a breath of fresh air at breath 
b : the space or sky that is filled with air ■ land, water, and 
air ■ The city is wonderful seen from the air. ■ the fish of the 
sea and the birds of the air ■ The balloon rose up into the air 
and then floated through/in the air. • There has been heavy 
fighting on the ground and in the air. 

2 [noncount] : methods of travel that involve flying • travel 
by air [=by flying in airplanes] — often used before another 
noun ■ an air attack ■ air safety ■ air travel/travelers 

3 [singular] : a quality that a person or thing has ■ a dignified 
air — often + of ■ an air of dignity ■ The new furniture has 
given the hotel an air of luxury. ■ He has an air of mystery 
about him. [=he has a mysterious quality] 

4 [count] old-fashioned : a song or tune ■ a pleasing air 


5 [noncount] US : air-conditioning • a house with central 
air 

clear the air : to talk about problems, feelings, etc., in order 
to reach agreement or understanding ■ They cleared the air 
(between them) by discussing their differences. 
floating on air or walking on air: feeling very happy ■ Af¬ 
ter he won the election, he was walking on air. 
give yourself airs or put on airs : to act in a way that 
shows you think you are better than other people ■ Some 
of her old friends have accused her of putting on airs since 
she became wealthy. ■ She’s very rich, but she doesn’t give 
herself airs. In British English, the phrase airs and 
graces describes an overly superior or proud way of be¬ 
having. • She’s very rich, but she doesn’t give herself any 
airs and graces. = She doesn’t have any airs and graces. 
- She doesn’t put on any airs and graces, 
hang in the air see hang in at ‘hang 

in the air 1 : felt or sensed by many people ■ There was a 
great sense of anticipation in the air as game time ap¬ 
proached. 2 : expected to happen soon • Many changes 
are in the air. 

nose in the air see ‘nose 

off the air of a radio or television station, program, etc. : not 
being broadcast ■ The station is now off the air. ■ They took 
him off the air because of his extreme views. ■ It was my fa¬ 
vorite show, but it went off the air [=stopped being broad¬ 
cast] last year. 

on the air also on air of a radio or television station, program, 
etc. : being broadcast ■ The interview will be on the air to¬ 
morrow. [=the interview will air tomorrow; the interview 
will be broadcast tomorrow] ■ an interview being shown on 
air ■ a show that first came/went on the air [=started being 
broadcast] five years ago ■ The President went on the air to 
defend his policies. 

up in the air : not yet settled or decided ■ Our vacation plans 
are still up in the air. 

— air-less /'eatas/ adj • a hot, airless room 
2 air verb airs; aired; air-ing 

1 a : to place something in an open area where there is a lot 
of moving air to make it cool, dry, or clean [+ obj] air a blan¬ 
ket ■ air damp clothing [no obj] The blankets were left out¬ 
side to air. b : to allow air from the outside to enter some¬ 
thing (such as a room) so that it becomes fresher or cleaner 
[+ obj \ She opened the windows to air the room. — usually + 
out in U.S. English ■ She opened the windows to air out the 
room. ■ air out a closet [no obj] — usually + out in U.S. En¬ 
glish ■ She opened the windows to let the room air out. 

2 [+ obj] : to make (something) known in public : to state 
(something) publicly ■ The company had a meeting so that 
employees could air their complaints/grievances. ■ publicly 
airing their differences ■ Let’s not air our dirty laundry [=dis- 
cuss our problems, make our problems known] in public. 

3 : to broadcast something on radio or television [+ obj] air 
a program • The interview will be aired tomorrow, [no obj] 
The program airs daily. ■ The interview will air tomorrow. 

air bag noun, pi ~ bags [count] : a bag that fills with air to 
protect a driver or passenger when a vehicle crashes 
air ball noun, pi balls [count] basketball : a shot that com¬ 
pletely misses the basket 

air base noun, pi ~ bases [count] : a place where military 
aircraft take off and land : a base of operations for military 
aircraft 

air bed noun, pi ■— beds [count] : AIR mattress 
air-bo me /'e^ho^n/ adj 

1 : in the air : moving or being carried through the air ■ 
Once the plane was airborne I loosened my seat belt. ■ air¬ 
borne dust particles 

2 of soldiers : specially trained to jump from airplanes into 
enemy territory for battle ■ Thousands of airborne troops 
parachuted behind enemy lines. ■ airborne forces; also : of or 
relating to airborne soldiers ■ airborne combat ■ airborne di¬ 
visions/operations 

1 air-brush /'ea-ibrAj/ noun, pi -brush-es [count] : a device 
that is used to spray a liquid (such as paint) onto a surface 
2 airbrush verb -brush-es; -brushed; -brush-ing [+ obj] 
: to paint or treat (something, such as a photograph) with an 
airbrush especially to make improvements • That photo¬ 
graph must have been airbrushed. • The model’s blemishes 
were airbrushed out in the photograph. [=an airbrush was 
used to change the photograph so that the model’s blemishes 
could not be seen] — sometimes used figuratively ■ The au- 
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thorities tried to airbrush out their mistake and pretend it 
had never happened. 

Air-bus /'ea^bAs/ trademark — used for a jet plane that car¬ 
ries passengers for short distances 
air Conditioner noun, pi ~ -ers [count]: a machine that is 
used to cool and dry the air in a building, room, etc. 
air—COn-di-tion-ing Ae^kan'dijanio/ noun [noncount] : a 
system used for cooling and drying the air in a building, 
room, etc. ■ She wanted her house to have air-conditioning. ■ 
We bought a car with air-conditioning. — often used before 
another noun ■ an air-conditioning system > air-conditioning 
ducts/equipment — abbr. AC 

— air—con-dl-tioned Aezrkan'di/and/ adj • an air- 
conditioned building/room/car 

air-craft /'ea^krzeft, Brit 'e 3 ,kra:ft/ noun, pi aircraft [count] 

: a machine (such as an airplane or a helicopter) that flies 
through the air ■ a new military aircraft ■ a company that 
manufactures aircraft — often used before another noun ■ 
an aircraft engine ■ aircraft parts 
aircraft carrier noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a military ship 
that has a large deck where aircraft take off and land 
air-drop /'ea^draip/ noun, pi -drops [count] : the act or ac¬ 
tion of delivering supplies by parachute from an airplane 
during an emergency when other methods are not possible ■ 
The group organized an airdrop of food for the refugees, 
-air-drop /'ea^drccp/ verb -drops; -dropped; -drop¬ 
ping [+ obj] ■ Supplies were air-dropped to the refugees, 
air—dry /*ea i, drai/ verb -dries; -dried; -dry-lng : to dry 
something by placing it in an open area where there is a lot 
of moving air [+ obj] air-dry a blanket [no obj] She let the 
blanket air-dry before she put it away, 
air-fare /'ea^fea 1 / noun, pi -fares [count] : the money a per¬ 
son pays to travel on an airplane ■ round-trip airfare 
air-fieid / , ea , »fi:ld/ noun, pi -fields [count] : a field or airport 
where airplanes take off and land ■ a military airfield 
air force noun, pi ~ forces [count] : the part of a country’s 
military forces that fights with airplanes ■ the combined al¬ 
lied airforces — usually capitalized when a specific air force 
is being referred to ■ the British Air Force ■ She joined the 
(U.S.) Air Force after she graduated from high school, 
air gun noun, pi ~ guns [count] : a gun that uses air pres¬ 
sure to shoot small pellets 

air-head /'ea^hed/ noun, pi -heads [count] informal : a silly 
and stupid person • She is not the airhead you think she is. 
air-ing /■enq/ noun, pi -Ings : an occurrence in which 
something is aired: such as a [singular] : an occurrence in 
which something (such as an idea) is made known to many 
people so that it can be discussed ■ His ideas deserve an air¬ 
ing. [=his ideas deserve to be aired] > A full airing of the issue 
is scheduled, b [count]: an occurrence in which a radio or 
television program is broadcast ■ The series had its first air¬ 
ing [=the series was first aired/broadcast] on a local channel. 
■ the airing [=broadcast] of a presidential debate c [count] 
: an occurrence in which fresh air is allowed to fill a place or 
to surround something • give the room an airing [=air the 
room] by opening the windows 

airing cupboard noun, pi ~ -boards [count] Brit: a heat¬ 
ed cupboard in which sheets, towels, clothes, etc., are kept 
warm and dry 

air-lift /'ea^lift/ noun, pi -lifts [count] : an occurrence in 
which people or things are carried to or from a place by air¬ 
planes during an emergency when other methods are not 
possible ■ an emergency airlift to deliver supplies to the fam¬ 
ine victims 

— airlift verb -lifts; -lift-ed; -lift-ing [+ obj] • Soldiers were 
airlifted to the frontier’s borders. ■ The organization was 
airlifting supplies to the famine victims. 

air-line /'ea^lain/ noun, pi -lines [count] : a company that 
owns and operates many airplanes which are used for carry¬ 
ing passengers and goods to different places • a major airline 

— often used before another noun • an airline pilot ■ airline 
passengers 

air-lin-er /'ea^laina*/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a large airplane 
used for carrying passengers 

air lock noun, pi ~ locks [count] : a small room that has 
two doors which can be sealed tightly so that no air enters or 
leaves and that is used for moving between two spaces with 
different air pressures in a submarine, spaceship, etc. 
air-mail /'earned/ noun [noncount] : the system used for 
sending mail by aircraft ■ The package was sent by/via air¬ 
mail:, also : mail sent by using this system ■ a bag of airmail 


— often used before another noun • an airmail letter ■ air¬ 
mail postage 

- airmail verb -mails; -mailed; -mall-ing [+ obj] • He air¬ 
mailed the letter/package to me. = He airmailed me the 
letter/package. 

air-man /'ewnan/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] : a member 
of the air force with a rank below that of sergeant 
air mattress noun, pi ~ -tress-es [count] : a soft plastic 
case that can be filled with air and used as a bed — called 
also air bed ; see picture at camping 
air-plane /'ea^plein/ noun, pi -planes [count] US : a ma- 
chine that has wings and an engine and that flies through the 
air ■ traveling on/in an airplane = traveling by airplane — 
called also plane, (Brit) aeroplane 



air-play /'ea^plei/ noun [noncount] : time when a musical re¬ 
cording is played by a radio station « Her latest record is get¬ 
ting a lot of airplay. [=is being played frequently on the ra¬ 
dio] ■ heavy/light airplay 

air pocket noun, pi ~ -ets [count] : a movement or condi¬ 
tion of the air that causes an airplane to make a brief and 
sudden downward drop 

air-port /'ea^po^t/ noun, pi -ports [count] : a place where 
aircraft land and take off and where there are buildings for 
passengers to wait in and for aircraft to be sheltered 
air pump noun, pi ~ pumps [count] : a pump used for re¬ 
moving air from or adding air to something (such as a tire) 
air raid noun,pi ~ raids [count] : an attack in which a place 
is bombed by military airplanes • Much of the city was de¬ 
stroyed in an air raid. • an air-raid shelter 
air rifle noun, pi ~ rifles [count] : a rifle that uses air pres¬ 
sure to shoot small pellets 

air-Ship /'e^Jip/ noun, pi -ships [count] : a very large air¬ 
craft that does not have wings but that has a body filled with 
gas so that it floats and that is driven through the air by en¬ 
gines 

air show noun, pi • shows [count] : a public event at an 
airport where different kinds of aircraft are shown and pilots 
use their skills to fly in unusual and exciting ways 
air-Sick /■ea^sik/ adj [more most —] : feeling sick in the 
stomach while riding in an airplane because of its motion 
— air-sick-ness noun [noncount] 
air-space /'ea^speis/ noun [noncount] : the space that is 
above a country and that is legally controlled by that coun¬ 
try ■ seeking permission to fly through U.S. airspace 
air-speed /'ea^spiid/ noun, pi -speeds [count] : the speed 
at which an aircraft moves through the air 
air Strike noun, pi ~ strikes [count] : an attack in which 
military airplanes drop bombs ■ The strategy calls for air 
strikes on key targets. 

air-Strip /'ez^stnp/ noun, pi -strips [count]: an area of land 
that is used as a runway for airplanes to take off and land 
air-tight /'ea^tait/ adj 

1 : tightly sealed so that no air can get in or out • Store the 
food in an airtight container. 

2 : too strong or effective to fail or to be defeated ■ an air¬ 
tight argument ■ The defendant had an airtight alibi. 

air-time /'ea^taim/ noun [noncount] : time during a radio or 
television broadcast : time when something is on the air ■ 
The committee plans to buy radio/TV airtime for the cam¬ 
paign ads. ■ The replay got a lot of airtime. [=the replay was 
broadcast frequently] 

air— to— air /^ate'we^/ adj : shot from one flying airplane at 
another ■ The enemy planes attacked our bombers with air- 
to-air missiles. 
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air traffic control noun [noncount ] 

1 : a system through which people on the ground give in¬ 
structions by radio to aircraft pilots 

2 : the people who give instructions to aircraft pilots by ra¬ 
dio ■ The pilot had permission to land from air traffic control. 

air traffic controller noun, pi ~ -lers [count\ : a person 
whose job is to give instructions to aircraft pilots by radio 
air*waves /'ea^weivz/ noun \plural\ : the signals used to 
broadcast radio and television programs • The ads have be¬ 
gun to fill network airwaves. [=to appear frequently on net¬ 
work television] — usually used with the • The ads have be¬ 
gun to fill the airwaves. ■ The band’s new recording hit the 
airwaves [=was broadcast for the first time] yesterday. ■ news 
being broadcast on/over the airwaves 
air-way /'ea^wei/ noun, p/-ways [count] 

1 medical : the area in the throat through which air passes to 
and from the lungs ■ a patient with a partially blocked airway 

— often plural ■ a patient with partially blocked airways 

2 : a route along which airplanes regularly fly 

3 — used in the names of some airlines • British Airways 
air-WOr-thy /'ea^w^bi/ adj [more most ~]: fit or safe for 

flying ■ The agency considered the plane airworthy. • an air¬ 
worthy helicopter — compare roadworthy, seaworthy 

— air-wor-thi-ness noun [noncount] 
airy /'eri/ adi air-i-er; -est 

1 : having a lot of open space through which air can move 
freely ■ The room is open, light, and airy. • an airy restaurant 

2 : having a light or careless quality that shows a lack of con¬ 
cern • He refused with an airy wave of his hand. 

3 : very light or delicate ■ an airy fabric 

4 : high in the air : lofty • The hawk gazed down from its 
airy perch. 

— air-i-ly /'ereli/ adv • He airily dismissed all advice. — air-i- 
ness /'erinas/ noun [noncount] • the airiness of the room 

airy-fairy /'eri'feri/ adj [more most ~] chiefly Brit, infor¬ 
mal + disapproving : not having substance or purpose : not 
practical • a vague and airy-fairy fantasy/notion • The idea 
sounded a bit airy-fairy. 

aisle /'ajal/ noun, pi aisles [count] : a passage where people 
walk: such as a : a passage between sections of seats in a 
church, theater, airplane, etc. — see picture at theater ■ 
The bride walked down/up the aisle to the altar. ■ He likes to 
sit on the aisle. = He likes to sit in the aisle seat. [=he likes to 
sit in the seat next to the aisle] ■ By the end of the concert, 
the people in the theater were dancing in the aisles. When 
the people of an audience are laughing a lot, they can be de¬ 
scribed as rolling in the aisles. • a new comedy that has audi¬ 
ences rolling in the aisles all across the country b : a passage 
where people walk through a store, market, etc. • supermar¬ 
ket aisles 

walk down the aisle also go down the aisle informal : to 
get married ■ She’s been married twice before, and she’s 
going to walk down the aisle again next week, 
ajar /a'cfea^/ adi, not used before a noun : slightly open ■ He 
left the door qjar. • Her mouth was slightly ajar. 

AK abbr Alaska 

aka /id.kei'ei/ abbr also known as — used to indicate anoth¬ 
er name that a person or thing has or uses ■ Elvis Presley, aka 
“The King” 

a kilTI* bo /a'kimbou/ adj, not used before a noun 

1 of the arms : with the hands on the hips and the elbows 
turned outward • She stood with arms akimbo. 

2 of the legs : spread apart in a bent position ■ sitting with 
legs akimbo 

akin /a'kin/ adj, not used before a noun [more most ~] 
: similar or related ■ The two languages are closely akin. — 
usually + to ■ The two languages are closely akin to one an¬ 
other. ■ a feeling akin to loneliness [=a feeling that resembles 
loneliness] • To break your promise to him would be akin to 
betraying your friendship. 

AL abbr Alabama 

-al adj suffix : of, relating to, or characterized by • directions/ 
• fictions/ ■ operations/ 

2 -al noun suffix : action : process ■ rehearss/ • withdraws/ 
a la /, a:,la.V prep : in the manner or style of (someone or 
something) • walking with a swaggers la John Wayne 
al-a-bas-ter /'sela^sestas Brit l ael9 l ba:sto/ noun [noncount] 
: a white stone that is used to make vases and decorations — 
often used before another noun • an alabaster vase — some¬ 
times used figuratively ■ her alabaster skin [=her smooth and 
white skin] 


a la Carte Aarla'kaa’t/ adv : with a separate price for each 
item on the menu ■ decided to order a la carte 

— a la carte adj ■ an s la carte menu 

alac-ri*ty /a'laekrati/ noun : a quick and cheerful readiness 
to do something [noncount] She accepted the invitation with 
alacrity. [=very quickly and willingly] [singular] She accept¬ 
ed the invitation with an alacrity that surprised me. 
a la mode Aarla'moud/ adj, not used before a noun 

1 US : topped with ice cream ■ apple pie a la mode 

2 old-fashioned : stylish or fashionable ■ a political move¬ 
ment that was once a la mode 

1 alarm /a'la^m/ noun, pi alarms 

1 [count] a : a device that makes a loud sound as a warning 
or signal ■ The alarm went off when he opened the door. • a 
car alarm • The whole town heard the alarm. -$• In figurative 
usage, when alarm bells are ringing people are worried 
about a possible problem or danger. ■ His long absence from 
school set (the) alarm bells ringing and we finally called the 
police. — see also burglar alarm, false alarm, fire 
ALARM, SMOKE ALARM b : ALARM CLOCK • She Set the 
alarm for six o’clock. ■ The alarm went off at six o’clock. 

2 [noncount] : a feeling of fear caused by a sudden sense of 
danger ■ The rumors caused widespread alarm and concern. 

■ His parents have expressed alarm about/for his safety. • 
The new developments are being viewed with alarm. • She 
looked around in alarm when she heard the noise. ■ There’s 
no cause for alarm. [=there is no reason to be worried or 
afraid] synonyms see ‘fear 

3 [count] : a warning of danger ■ The dog’s barking gave the 
alarm and the intruders were caught. ■ A passerby saw the 
intruders and raised the alarm. ■ They have ignored repeated 
alarms about the dangers of smoking. ■ Economists have 
raised/sounded the alarm [=have warned people] about a 
possible recession. ■ Economists have been raising/sounding 
alarms about a possible recession. 

2 alarm verb alarms; alarmed; alarm-lng [+ obj] : to cause 
(someone) to feel a sense of danger : to worry or frighten 
(someone) ■ I didn’t mean to alarm you. ■ The rapid spread of 
the disease has alarmed many people. 

— alarmed adj [more most ~] ■ I was alarmed to see how 
sick he is. ■ Many people are alarmed about/at/by the rap¬ 
id spread of the disease. — alarming adj [more most ~] 
■ an alarming number of problems ■ It is alarming to see 
how quickly the disease is spreading. ■ The team lost with 
alarming frequency. — alarm-ing-ly /a'laMmqli/ adv 

alarm clock noun, pi —■ clocks [count] : a clock that can 
be set to sound an alarm at any desired time ■ She set the 
alarm clock for six o’clock. ■ The alarm clock went off at six 
o’clock. 

alariTMSt /a'laamist/ noun, pi -ists [count] : a person who 
spreads unnecessary fear about something that is not truly 
dangerous ■ He wanted to alert people without sounding like 
an alarmist. • He claims that alarmists have exaggerated the 
economy’s problems. 

— alarm-ism /a'la^mizam/ noun [noncount] — alarm-ist 
adj ■ an alarmist report ■ alarmist critics 

alas /a'laes/ interj, old-fashioned + literary — used to express 
sadness, sorrow, disappointment, etc. • How did they fare? 
Alas, not very well. ■ Life, alas, is all too short, 
al-ba-tross /'2elb3,tra:s/ noun, pi -tross-es [count] 

1 : a large white ocean bird that has very long wings 

2 : a continuing problem that makes it difficult or impossi¬ 
ble to do or achieve something ■ Fame has become an alba¬ 
tross that prevents her from leading a normal and happy life. 

■ Fame has become an albatross around her neck. 
al-be-it /al'biijat/ cor\j, formal : even though : although • 

She appeared on the show, albeit briefly. ■ It was an amazing 
computer, albeit expensive. 

al-bi-no /aerbainou, Brit zel'biinou/ noun, pi -nos [count]: a 
person or animal bom with a medical condition that results 
in very pale skin, white hair, and pink eyes 

— al-bi-nism /'selbamizam/ noun [noncount] — albino adj ■ 
an albino mouse 

al-bum /'selbam/ noun, pi -bums [count] 

1 : a book with blank pages in which you put a collection of 
photographs, stamps, etc. ■ a photo/stamp album • I’ve been 
working on our wedding/family album. [=book of wedding/ 
family photographs] 

2 : a long musical recording on a record, CD, etc., that usu¬ 
ally includes a set of songs • She played a track from the 
group’s latest album. • a 2-CD album • a pop/jazz/country al¬ 
bum — compare ^single 4 
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al-bu-men /sel'bju:m3n, Brit 'jelbjuman/ noun [ noncount ] 
technical: the part of the inside of an egg that is clear before 
it is cooked and white after it is cooked : the white of an egg 
al-che-my /‘arfkami/ noun, pi -mies 

1 [noncount] : a science that was used in the Middle Ages 
with the goal of changing ordinary metals into gold 

2 : a power or process that changes or transforms something 
in a mysterious or impressive way [noncount] She practiced 
her alchemy in the kitchen, turning a pile of vegetables into a 
delicious salad, [count] The company hoped for some sort 
of economic alchemy that would improve business. 

— abche-mist /‘arfkamist/ noun, pi -mists [count] 
al*CO*hol /'2elk3,ha:l/ noun, pi -hols 

1 : a clear liquid that has a strong smell, that is used in some 
medicines and other products, and that is the substance in li¬ 
quors (such as beer, wine, or whiskey) that can make a per¬ 
son drunk [noncount] cough medicine that contains alcohol 

■ drinks that are high in alcohol • There was a high level of al¬ 
cohol in his blood at the time of the accident. ■ drug and alco¬ 
hol abuse [count] a mixture of different alcohols — see also 

RUBBING ALCOHOL 

2 [noncount] : drinks containing alcohol ■ The restaurant 
had a license to serve alcohol. ■ She doesn’t drink alcohol. 

1 al*CO*hoMc Aselka'hcr.lik/ adj 

1 [more most ~] : of, containing, or caused by alcohol ■ 
an alcoholic odor ■ alcoholic drinks/beverages ■ a slightly 
more alcoholic wine ■ alcoholic liver disease 

2 : affected with alcoholism ■ She has an alcoholic uncle. 

— al*co*hol*i*caMy Aselka'hailikli/ adv 

2 alcoholiC noun, pi -ics [count] : a pereon who frequently 
drinks too much alcohol and is unable to live a normal and 
healthy life : a person who is affected with alcoholism ■ Her 
uncle is an alcoholic. ■ a recovering alcoholic 
al-CO-hoMsm / l £elk3,ha: l liz3m/ noun [noncount] : a medi¬ 
cal condition in which someone frequently drinks too much 
alcohol and becomes unable to live a normal and healthy life 
a I -cove /'£el,kouv/ noun, pi -coves [count]: a small section 
of a room that is set back from the rest of it 
a I denote /al'dcntei/ adj : cooked but still firm ■ al dente 
carrots ■ al dente pasta = pasta al dente 

— a I dente adv ■ The pasta was cooked al dente. 

al-der /'a.ida 1 / noun, pi -ders [count] : a type of tree or shrub 
that grows in wet ground in some northern countries 
al-der-man /'arldaman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] 

1 : a member of a city government in the U.S., Canada, and 
Australia ■ the board of aldermen 

2 : a senior member of an English town, county, or borough 
council who is elected by the other members — not used of¬ 
ficially in Britain after 1974 

— al-der-man-ic Aarlda^msemk/ adj 

ale /'eil/ noun, pi ales : an alcoholic drink that is similar to 
beer [noncount] a glass of ale [count] The bar serves two 
very different ales. — see also GINGER ale 
aleck see SMART-ALECK 

ale*house /'eil,haus/ noun, pi -hous-es [count] Brit, old- 
fashioned : a place where people used to drink ale and beer 
1 alert /a'ls*/ adj [more most ~] : able to think clearly and 
to notice things ■ An alert guard stopped the robbers. • The 
nurse kept/stayed alert for any change [=watched for any 
change] in the patient’s condition. ■ He was tired and had 
trouble staying alert while he was driving. ■ She wasn’t men¬ 
tally alert enough to answer the questions. ■ an alert mind ■ 
An alert watchdog guarded the door. — often + to ■ The 
nurse should be alert to any change in the patient’s condi¬ 
tion. ■ He is alert to [=aware of] his duties as a father. 

— alertdy adv ■ A watchdog alertly guarded the door. 
— alert-ness noun [noncount] 

2 ltert noun, pi alerts 

1 [count]: something (such as a message or loud sound) that 
tells people there is some danger or problem : an alarm or 
signal ctf danger • They sounded an alert when enemy planes 
were approaching the city. ■ Medical officials have put out 
an alert to hospitals to look out for the virus. ■ The govern¬ 
ment has issued a terrorism/security alert. 

2 [noncount] : the state of being ready for something you 
have been warned about (such as an attack) — used with on 

■ We need to be on alert for any sudden changes. ■ The attack 
could come at any time, so the soldiers need to be on full 
alert. ■ The recently flooded community is again on high 
alert as more rain is expected. — see also red alert 

on the alert: looking for or expecting something (such as 


danger or an opportunity) ■ The soldiers need to be on the 
alert at all times. — often + for ■ When you’re driving in 
winter you should always be on the alert for icy conditions. 
■ I’m always on the alert for a good bargain. 

3 alert verb alerts; alert>ed; alert-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to give (someone) important information about a possi¬ 
ble problem, danger, etc. : to warn (someone) * Several 
neighbors alerted the authorities/police when they noticed 
strangers acting suspiciously. ■ The governor alerted island 
residents that a hurricane was coming. 

2 ; to make (someone) aware of something ■ The teacher 
alerted the students that tests would be given the next day. 

— often + to * A friend recently alerted me to the existence of 
a new museum in my city. • We need to alert the public to the 
dangers of these chemicals. [=we need to tell the public 
about the dangers of these chemicals] 

A level noun, pi A levels [count] Brit : an advanced test in a 
particular subject that students in England, Wales, and 
Northern Ireland take usually at the age of 18 ■ The universi¬ 
ty requires at least three A levels. ■ She got an A in her A levels 
in maths, physics, and chemistry. — called also Advanced 
level ; compare O level, s level 
a I-fa I-fa /arf'fselfa/ noun [noncount] ; a type of plant that is 
grown mostly as food for farm animals 
al*freS*CO /sel'freskou/ adv : in the open air : outdoors, 
outside ■ an artist who likes to paint alfresco ■ We dined al¬ 
fresco. 

— alfresco adj ■ alfresco dining ■ an alfresco restaurant [=a 
restaurant with outdoor dining] 

al-gae /'arfcfei/ noun [plural] ; simple plants that have no 
leaves or stems and that grow in or near water ■ pond algae ■ 
seaweeds and other algae 

al-ge-bra /'telifcabra/ noun [noncount] : a branch of mathe¬ 
matics that uses numbers and letters that represent numbers 

— al*ge*bra*ic Aarftfea'brejik/ adj ■ algebraic equations/ 
problems 

al-go-rithm /'jelga.nOam/ noun, pi -rithms [count] techni¬ 
cal : a set of steps that are followed in order to solve a math¬ 
ematical problem or to complete a computer process 
1 ali*as /'eilijas/ adv : also called : otherwise known as — used 
to indicate an additional name that a person (such as a crim¬ 
inal) sometimes uses ■ The thief was identified as John Smith, 
alias Richard Jones. [=John Smith, who is also known as 
Richard Jones] 

2 alias noun, pi -as-es [count] ; an additional name that a per¬ 
son (such as a criminal) sometimes uses ■ a fugitive using sev¬ 
eral aliases ■ He was traveling under an alias. [=he was travel¬ 
ing under an assumed name; he was using a name that was 
not his real name] 

al-i-bi Aeldibai/ noun.pl- bis [count] 

1 : a claim that you cannot be guilty of a crime because you 
were somewhere else when the crime was committed ■ No¬ 
body could confirm his alibi that he was at the movies. ■ He 
has an ironclad/perfect alibi. [=an alibi that cannot be 
proved false]; also : evidence which shows that such a claim 
is true ■ Her doctor is her alibi: she was in surgery at the time 
of the murder. 

2 ; an excuse for not being somewhere or doing something ■ 
She made up an alibi for why she missed the meeting. 

1 alien /'eilijan/ adj 

1 [more most ~] : not familiar or like other things you 
have known : different from what you are used to ■ She felt 
lost in an alien [=strange] culture when she moved to the city. 
■ an alien environment ■ Honesty seems to be an alien con¬ 
cept in that family. [=people in that family are not honest] — 
often + to • The whole idea of having a job was alien [= unfa¬ 
miliar\ foreign] to him. 

2 : from another country : foreign ■ alien residents 

3 [more most ~]: too different from something to be ac¬ 
ceptable or suitable — + to • Such behavior is totally alien to 
the spirit of the religion. ■ ideas alien to [= incompatible with] 
democracy 

4 : from somewhere other than the planet Earth • an alien 
spaceship ■ The movie is a story about an attack on Earth by 
an army of alien [= extraterrestrial] monsters. 

2 allen noun,pl aliens [count] 

1 : a person who was bom in a different country and is not a 
citizen of the country in which he or she now lives • aliens 
seeking asylum in the U.S. • Illegal aliens [=foreign people 
who live in a country without having official permission to 
live there] 

2 : a creature that comes from somewhere other than the 
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planet Earth ■ The movie is about an invasion by aliens. [=ex- 
traterrestrials] • He claims that he was captured by space 
aliens. 

alien-ate /'eilija.neit/ verb -ates; -at»ed; -at*ing [+ obf\ 

1 : to make (someone) unfriendly : to cause (someone) to 
stop being friendly, helpful,etc., towards you ■ He alienated 
most of his colleagues with his bad temper. ■ Her position on 
this issue has alienated many former supporters. 

2 : to cause (someone) to feel that she or he no longer be¬ 
longs in a particular group, society, etc. — +from ■ Her posi¬ 
tion on this issue has alienated her from many voters. ■ His 
drug problems have alienated him from his parents. 

— alienated adj [more most ~] ■ He feels very alienated 
from his parents. ■ alienated young people [=young people 
who do not feel that they have a part in society] - alien¬ 
ation /leilija'neijan/ noun [noncount] ■ Her position on 
this issue has caused the alienation of many former sup¬ 
porters. ■ His alienation from his parents stems from his 
drug problems. ■ She has struggled with feelings of loneli¬ 
ness and alienation for much of her adult life. 

1 alight /a'lait/ verb alights; alight*ed; allghMng [no obj] 
somewhat formal 

1 of insects, birds, etc. : to stop on a surface after flying ■ A 
butterfly alighted [^landed] on her hat. 

2 : to step down from a boat, vehicle, etc. ■ A group of tour¬ 
ists alighted from the boat/bus/train. 

alight on/upon [phrasal verb ] alight on/upon (something) 

: to see, notice, or think of (something) ■ Her eye/eyes 
alighted on a strange man in the crowd. ■ a speaker who 
easily alights upon topics that interest a wide audience 
2 alight adj, not used before a noun 

1 : full of light: lighted up • The sky was alight with stars. — 
often used figuratively ■ a face alight with excitement ■ The 
children laughed, their eyes alight. 

2 chiefly Brit : on fire : ablaze, afire ■ Enemy soldiers set 
the building alight. 

align /a'lain/ verb aligns; aligned; aligning 

1 : to arrange things so that they form a line or are in proper 
position [+ obj] The storekeeper carefully aligned [=lined up] 
the cans on the shelf. ■ He aligned the two holes so he could 
put the screw through them. ■ The text is aligned [-in line] 
with the bottom of the picture. ■ The two parts of the ma¬ 
chine are not properly aligned, [no obj] The two parts of the 
machine don't align [-line up] properly. ■ The text aligns with 
the bottom of the picture. 

2 [+ obj] : to change (something) so that it agrees with or 
matches something else ■ The schools had to align their pro¬ 
grams with state requirements. 

3 : to join a group that is supporting or opposing something 
[+ obj] He has aligned himself with the protesters. [=he has 
joined the protesters] [no obj] She is aligning with other sen¬ 
ators to oppose his nomination. 

align-ment /a'lainmant/ noun, pi -ments 

1 [noncount] : the state or condition of being aligned: such as 
a : the state of being arranged in a line or in proper position 
■ wheel alignment ■ planetary alignment • The parts were not 
in alignment = The parts were out of alignment. [=the parts 
were not aligned] b : the state or condition of agreeing with 
or matching something else ■ The school has to bring its pro¬ 
grams Into alignment with state requirements. C : the state 
of being joined with others in supporting or opposing some¬ 
thing ■ Many people were surprised by his alignment with the 
protesters. [=his support of the protesters] 

2 [count] : an arrangement of groups or forces ■ New align¬ 
ments have been created within the political party. 

1 alike /a'laik/ adj, not used before a noun [more most ~] 

: similar in appearance, nature, or form • The two cars are 
much alike. — often + in ■ He and his brother are alike in 
their beliefs. [=they have similar beliefs] • two apples alike in 
shape 

2 alike adv [more —; most ~] : in the same way ■ We think 
alike. ■ a film intended for parents and teenagers alike [in¬ 
tended for both parents and teenagers] 
aM*men*ta*ry canal Aaela'mentri-/ noun, pi ~ -als 
[count]: the long tube in the body through which food pass¬ 
es after it is eaten The alimentary canal begins at the 
mouth and ends at the anus. 

aM*mo*ny /'se^mouni, Brit 'selamani/ noun [noncount] 
: money that a court orders someone to pay regularly to a 
former wife or husband after a divorce 
A—line /'ei.lain/ adj, always used before a noun, of a piece of 
clothing : having a wide bottom and a close-fitting top 


: shaped like the letter,4 ■ an A-line skirt 
A—list /'ei.list/ noun [singular] : a list or group of people who 
are very well-known or respected • She’s new on the celebri¬ 
ty A-list. ■ A-list celebrities 
alive /a'laiv/ adj, not used before a noun 

1 : having life : living : not dead ■ It feels great to be alive. • 
The patient was barely alive. • The sheriff was ordered to find 
the killer and bring him back alive. • She must be the happi¬ 
est woman alive. [=the happiest woman in the world] • He 
managed to stay alive for a week without any food. • The pa¬ 
tient is being kept alive by artificial means. 

2 a ; continuing to exist ■ an old tradition that is still alive ■ 
We tried to keep the organization alive [-active] despite hav¬ 
ing fewer members. ■ We need to keep hope alive, b : not 
yet defeated : still having a chance to win or succeed ■ The 
legislation is still alive in the Senate. [=the legislation has not 
been defeated yet] ■ The team needs to win tonight in order 
to stay alive in the play-offs. 

3 [more most ~] a : filled with life and energy • I love to 
sail because it makes me feel so alive. — often + with ■ Her 
face was alive with joy/happiness, b : filled with activity — 
usually -f with • flower gardens alive with bees [=filled with 
the activity of many bees] • The city streets are alive [=busy] 
with shoppers. 

alive and kicking : healthy and active ■ She ran a marathon 
late in life, just to prove she was still alive and kicking. — 
often used figuratively ■ After years of slow earnings, the 
industry is now alive and kicking, 
alive and well 1 : living and healthy ■ She found out that 
her aunt is alive and well and living in Arizona. 2 : still 
popular : continuing to be used • Many of the old tradi¬ 
tions are still alive and well. 

alive to : aware of (something) : able to notice (something) ■ 
Recovering from his illness has made him more alive to the 
beauty of life. ■ We need to be alive [sensitive] to new op¬ 
portunities for our business to grow. 
bring (something) alive : to make (something) seem more 
real or interesting • The play brings the old fairy tale alive, 
come alive : to become lively: such as a : to become excit¬ 
ed and filled with energy ■ The crowd came alive when the 
singer appeared on stage, b : to become filled with activ¬ 
ity ■ This neighborhood is quiet during the day, but it 
comes alive at night. C : to become exciting or appealing ■ 
In her kitchen, Italian food comes alive, 
eat (someone or something) alive see eat 
skin (someone) alive see 2 skin 
al*ka*li /'aelka.lai/ noun, pi -lies or -lis chemistry : a sub¬ 
stance that has a bitter taste and that forms a salt when 
mixed with an acid [count] strong alkalis [noncount] small¬ 
er amounts of alkali An alkali has a pH of more than 7. 
al*ka«line /'aelka.lain/ adj 

1 [more —; most ~] : containing an alkali ■ alkaline soil 

— compare acidic 

2 : having the qualities of an alkali ■ alkaline conditions 

— al*ka*lin-i-ty /.zelka'linati/ noun [noncount] 

1 all /'a:l/ ad) 

T : the whole, entire, total amount, quantity, or extent of ■ 
He stayed awake all night. [=the whole/entire night] ■ She 
worked hard all day. ^throughout the entire day] ■ I’ve been 
waiting all week to see her. ■ He had to walk all the way 
home. ■ She works all year round. ■ He’ll need all the help he 
can get. • Someone took all the candy. ■ It was one of the 
greatest victories of all time. [=one of the greatest victories 
ever] ■ I think about her all the time. [=1 think about her con¬ 
stantly] 

2 a : every member or part of — used with a plural noun or 

pronoun to mean that a statement is true of every person or 
thing in a group • All my friends were there. ■ a film suitable 
for all ages ■ They all came late. • We all need to work faster. 
• I read all the magazines. = I read them all. ■ All these eggs 
are ready. all men are created equal... ’” — US. 

Declaration of Independence (1776) • She thinks all teenagers 
are alike. = She thinks teenagers are all alike. ■ Not all teenag¬ 
ers are alike. = Teenagers are not all alike. ■ They serve 
breakfast at all hours. [=at any hour, at any time of day] ■ 
They were up tlll/untll all hours. [=they were up very late] ■ 
She has to deal with all klnda/sorta/types of people. [=with 
people of every kind/sort/type] b : the whole number or 
sum of — used with a plural noun or pronoun to mean that 
a statement is true of a group of people or things considered 
together • It was great to see him again after all these years. 

3 : any whatever ■ His guilt is beyond all doubt. [=he is cer- 
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tainly guilty] ■ She denied all [=any ] responsibility for the ac¬ 
cident. 

4 a : as much as possible of (something) — used to indicate 
the manner in which something is done ■ He spoke in all seri¬ 
ousness/innocence. l=he spoke in a completely serious/inno¬ 
cent way] b : having or showing only (some quality, fea¬ 
ture, etc.) ■ The students became all attention [=became very 
attentive] when the teacher came in. ■ He was all smiles with 
the boss. [=he was smiling constantly when he was with the 
boss] ■ This drink is too strong: it’s all alcohol! C — used to 
indicate that someone has or seems to have a lot of or too 
much of some physical feature ■ an actress who is all legs 
[=an actress who has very long legs] — see also all ears at 
'EAR, all eyes at 'eye, all heart at HEART, all mouth at 
'mouth, all thumbs at 'thumb 

5 US, chiefly Southern, informal — used in speech to refer to 
a group of people or things ■ Who all is coming? [=who is 
coming?] ■ What all do we need to do? [=what are the things 
that we need to do?] — see also what all, you-all 

for all : in spite of (something) ■ For all his confident talk, he 
is actually very unsure of himself. ■ She still loves him, ./or 
all his faults. 

of all (the) informal — used in phrases to express surprise, 
disapproval, anger, etc. ■ Who should I meet in New York 
but Max of all people! = Of all the people in New York, who 
should I run into but Max! [=1 was very surprised to meet 
Max in New York] ■ Why did my car break down now of all 
times, when I can least afford it?! • "He actually called you 
a fool!" “Of all the nerve!” [=1 am shocked and offended 
that he called me a fool] 

2 all adv 

T : entirely or completely ■ She sat all alone. ■ She has trav¬ 
eled all around the world. • This money will be all yours 
when I die. ■ He got all wet. ■ She had buttons all down the 
side of her dress. ■ I forgot all about paying the bill. ■ The 
noise continued all through the night. [=all night long, 
throughout the night] — often used to make a statement 
more forceful ■ I’m all in favor of trying again. ■ His criti¬ 
cisms were all out of proportion. ■ These problems have been 
occurring all too often. [=much too often] 

2 : for each side or player — used to indicate a tie score ■ 
The score is 2 all. [=apiece] ■ The game ended in a 5 -all draw. 
• We’re tied at 3 -all after seven innings. 

3 informal : 'very ■ The kids got all excited when they saw 
Santa Claus. 

all along see 2 along 

all around ( US) or chiefly Brit all round 1 : in every way 
: from every point of view ■ It was a good deal all around: 
we made money and nobody lost out. 2 : for everyone ■ 
Let’s have drinks all around, bartender. — see also all- 
around 

all of 1 : not more than — used to stress that an amount is 
surprisingly small ■ She learned to fly a plane when she was 
all of 16 years old. ■ The team scored all of six points the 
entire game. 2 : as much as — used to stress that an 
amount is somewhat large ■ The prize is now worth all of 
10 million dollars. 

all over 1 a : over an entire area ■ We looked all over [=ev- 
erywhere] for you. b : in every part of (something) • The 
flower can be found all over the island in spring and early 
summer. ■ He’s lived all over Texas. ■ In his office there are 
books piled all over the place. [=everywhere] — see also 
allover 2 informal : very critical of (someone) ■ She 
was all over me for being late. 3 informal : crowding 
around, pushing against, or touching (someone) in a very 
eager or aggressive way ■ The band’s fans were all over 
them. ■ Look at that young couple. They’re all over each 
other! [=they are kissing, touching, etc., very passionately] 
■ She tried to score, but the other team’s defense was all 
over her. 4 chiefly Brit, informal : in every way • She’s her 
mother all over. [=she’sjust like her mother] ■ Late again, is 
she? That’s her allover. [=that’s very typical of her] 
all that : to a high degree — usually used in negative state¬ 
ments ■ I wasn’t all that [=very] interested in the story. ■ The 
movie wasn’t all that [=so] bad. — see also all that at 'that 
all the — used to give added force to a word like “more” or 
"better” • With the economy in such bad shape, it’s all the 
more important [=it’s even more important] that we cor¬ 
rect these problems quickly. • If we arrive early, all the bet¬ 
ter. [=it will be even better if we arrive early] 
all told: with everything considered or included : in all • All 


told , it took us three full days to get there. ■ There were 
seven of us all told, 
go all out see 'go 

not all there informal — used to describe a person who is 
somewhat strange or stupid ■ Her aunt is very sweet but 
not all there (mentally). 

3 all pronoun 

™T : the entire number, quantity, or amount ■ All [= everything] 
that I have is yours. • All [=everything ] will be explained soon. 
■ She told us all about what happened. ■ Her other books 
were good, but this one is the best of all. • All are welcome! 
[=everyone is welcome] ■ We all enjoyed the movie. = All of 
us enjoyed the movie. ■ Many people were invited and all 
came. ■ His stories may be entertaining, but I don’t think all 
(of them) are true. ■ Thanks to all who helped out. m All of 
this money will be yours when I die. ■ Not all of our students 
go on to college. ■ It was all (that) I could do to keep from 
laughing! [=1 had a hard time trying not to laugh] ■ “Is there 
anything else to be done?" "No, that’s all." ■ He gave equal 
attention to one and all. [=to everyone] ■ Come one, come all. 
[=everyone is invited to come] usage see altogether 
2 : the only thing • That’s all I can do to help. • All I know is 
that the game was canceled. I don’t know why. 
above all see 2 above 
after all see 2 after 
All aboard! see 'aboard 

all In all informal : in a general way : when everything is 
thought of or considered • All in all [-in general, generally, 
for the most part], I like the way things have gone. ■ We did 
lose some money, but we got most of it back. So all in all 
things might have been a lot worse. 
all’s fair In love and war see 'fair 

all told : including everything or everyone — used to indi¬ 
cate a total ■ The cost of the repairs came to about $300 all 
told, [-in all] [=the total cost of the repairs was about $300] 
and all 1 : and everything else ■ What with the noise out¬ 
side, the fire and all, we got hardly any sleep. ■ He endured 
everything, insults and all, without getting angry. 2 Brit, 
informal — used to emphasize a response ■ “It’s really hot 
out!" “It is and all\ ” [=it certainly is] 
at all — used to make a statement or question more forceful 
- He will go anywhere at all to get a job. ■ Did you find out 
anything at alfl — used especially in negative statements ■ 
“Did she say anything?" “No, nothing at all." • I don’t mind 
cooking at all . • It’s not at all what you think it is. It’s some¬ 
thing else entirely. • I wasn’t tired at all. = I wasn’t at all 
tired. [=1 wasn’t even slightly tired] ■ This chair is not at all 
comfortable. ■ I didn’t like it at all. • That is not at all likely. 
^ The phrase not at all is sometimes used as a polite re¬ 
sponse when someone thanks you. ■ “Thank you for all 
your trouble." “ Not at all." • “That was very kind of you." 
"Not at all. It was the least I could do.” 
for all see 'for 
for all I know see 'know 
for all (someone) cares see 2 care 

give your all : to do or give as much as you can to achieve 
something, to support a cause, etc. - He gave his all for the 
cause. = He gave his all to help the cause. • You’ll never suc¬ 
ceed in this business unless you give (it) your all. 

In all : including everything or everyone — used to indicate 
a total ■ There were about a thousand people at the concert 
in all. [=all told] 
once and for all see 'once 
that Is all see 'that 

when all Is said and done : after considering or doing ev¬ 
erything — used for a final general statement or judgment 
• It won’t be easy, but when all is said and done , we’ll be 
glad we did it. • The candidates claim to have different 
views but, when all is said and done, they’re very much 
alike. 

all- combining form 

1 : entirely : completely ■ an o//-wool suit • an a//-woman 
band 

2 : including everything ■ an ^//-encompassing philosophy ■ 
Her ^//-consuming passion was music. 

3 US : selected as the best at something (such as a sport) 
within an area or organization ■ an ^//-league halfback 

AMah /'a:ta, Brit 'seta/ noun [singular] — used as the name of 
God in Islam 

all—American Acr.ta'merokan/ adj 
1 : having qualities that are thought to be typical of people 
in the U.S. or that are widely admired in the U.S. • a whole¬ 
some all-American boy ■ her all-American optimism 
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2 sports a : selected as one of the best in the U.S. in a par¬ 
ticular sport ■ an all-American football player ■ He was all- 
American twice when he played college football, b : having 
only all-American players • an all-American football team 

3 : consisting entirely of Americans or of American ele¬ 
ments ■ The tennis tournament will have an all-American fi¬ 
nal. [=both players in the final are American] 

— all-American noun, pi -cans [count] ■ He was an all- 
American in football. 

all-around Aaito'raund/ adj, always used before a noun, US 

1 : relating to or involving many different things ■ The com¬ 
puter has good all-around performance. ■ There has been an 
all-around improvement in his work recently. : considered 
in a general way ■ He is an all-around good guy. ■ She is a 
teacher, writer, and all-around nice woman. 

2 : skillful or useful in many ways ■ She’s the best all-around 
player on the team. ■ a good all-around pickup truck ■ The 
encyclopedia is an excellent all-around resource. 

aMay /s'lei/verft -lays; -layed; -lay-ing [+ obf]formal : to 
make (something) less severe or strong • Managers tried to 
allay [=calm, ease ] fears that some workers would lose their 
jobs. ■ The new advertising campaign is an attempt to allay 
the public’s concems/worries about the safety of the compa¬ 
ny’s products. ■ allay suspicions 
all but adv : very nearly : almost • Without you the job 
would have been all but impossible. ■ We had all but given up 
hope. 

all clear noun 

the all clear : a signal telling you that a situation is no long¬ 
er dangerous ■ “How will we know when it’s safe to leave?” 
“I’ll give you the all clear by blowing a whistle.” • Doctors 
have given her the all clear [=have told her that she is 
healthy] and she should be back at work next week, 
all—day /'al'dei/ adj , always used before a noun : lasting 
throughout the day ■ an all-day trip/event 
aMe-ga-tion Aaeli'geijsn/ noun, pi -tlons [count] : a state¬ 
ment saying that someone has done something wrong or ille¬ 
gal ■ The police are investigating allegations that the mayor 
has accepted bribes. ■ The mayor denies the allegations (that 
have been made) against him. ■ There have been allegations 
of fraud in the city government. ■ You’re making a serious al¬ 
legation. Do you have any proof? 
aMege /s'lecfc/ verb -leg-es; -leged; -leg-lng [+ obf] : to 
state without definite proof that someone has done some¬ 
thing wrong or illegal ■ allege a person’s guilt ■ He alleged 
that the mayor has accepted bribes. ■ The mayor is alleged to 
have accepted bribes. ■ allege a conspiracy ■ She alleged mis¬ 
conduct. = She alleged that there had been misconduct. ■ 
You allege that she stole a large quantity of money. Do you 
have any proof? 

aMeged /s'lecfed/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : accused of having done something wrong or illegal but 
not yet proven guilty ■ The alleged thief was arrested. 

2 : said to have happened but not yet proven ■ He denied the 
alleged conspiracy. ■ alleged abuse 

— al*leg*ed»ly /a'lecfeadli/ adv ■ She allegedly stole the mon¬ 
ey. = Allegedly, she stole the money. 

aMe-glance /s'liicfesns/ noun, pi -glanc«es formal : loyal¬ 
ty to a person, country, group, etc. [noncount] I pledge alle¬ 
giance to my country. [=1 promise to be loyal to my country] 
■ He owes allegiance to them for all the help they have given 
him. [count] Both candidates are working hard to convince 
voters to switch allegiances, 
the Pledge of Allegiance see 1 pledge 
aMe-go-ry /'setojgori, Brit 'setogri/ noun.pl -rles : a story in 
which the characters and events are symbols that stand for 
ideas about human life or for a political or historical situa¬ 
tion [count] the long poem is an allegory of/about love and 
jealousy [noncount] a writer known for his use of allegory 

— al-le-goM-cal Aseto'gonksl/ adj [more most ~] ■ an al¬ 
legorical poem — al-le-gor-l-caMy Aseto'gonkli/ adv 

1 aMe-gro /s'legrou/ adv, music : in a quick and lively way ■ a 
movement played allegro 

— allegro adj ■ an allegro movement 

2 allegro noun, pi -gros [count] : a piece of music that is 
played or performed in a quick and lively way ■ The sympho¬ 
ny’s first movement is an allegro. 
aMe*lll*ia /,aeto'lu:j3/ interj : Hallelujah 

— alleluia noun, pi -i-as [count] 
all-encompassing adj : including everything or every¬ 
one • We’re unlikely to find an all-encompassing solution. 

Al-len wrench /'acton-/ noun, pi ~ wrenches [count] US 


: a small tool that is used to turn a special type of screw — 
called also {Brit) Allen key 

aMer-gen /'2el»<fe3n/ noun, pi -gens [count] medical : a 
substance that causes an allergy ■ common allergens , such as 
pollen 

— aMer-gen-ic /,aeto p cfeenik/ adj [more most ~] ■ a high¬ 
ly allergenic substance 

aMer*gic /s'l^feik / adj 

1 : of or relating to an allergy • an allergic reaction/response/ 
condition 

2 [more —; most : having an allergy ■ an allergic person — 
usually + to ■ I’m allergic to cats/nuts. ■ people who are highly 
allergic to shellfish — often used figuratively in informal 
contexts ■ My brother is allergic to hard work. [=my brother 
does not like hard work; my brother is lazy] 

aMer*giSt /'aelatfeist/ noun, pi -gists [count] medical : a 
doctor who is an expert in the treatment of allergies 
aMer-gy /'sela^fei/ noun, pi -gies : a medical condition that 
causes someone to become sick after eating, touching, or 
breathing something that is harmless to most people [non¬ 
count] Many people have some form of allergy, [count] food 
allergies — often + to • I have an allergy to strawberries. I get 
a rash if I eat just one. — sometimes used figuratively in in¬ 
formal contexts ■ My brother has an allergy to hard work, 
[-my brother does not like hard work; my brother is lazy] 
aMe-vi-ate /3'li:vi,eit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at*ing [+ obf] 

: to reduce the pain or trouble of (something) : to make 
(something) less painful, difficult, or severe ■ The doctor 
tried to alleviate [^relieve] her symptoms/suffering. ■ finding 
ways to alleviate stress ■ The new tunnel should alleviate 
[=lessen, reduce] traffic on the bridge. • government pro¬ 
grams that are intended to alleviate [= reduce] poverty 

— al*le-vi-a-tion /djiivi'eijsn/ noun [noncount] ■ the allevia¬ 
tion of suffering/poverty 

aMey /'aeli/ noun, pi -leys [count] : a narrow street or pas¬ 
sage between buildings ■ a dark alley — see also blind al¬ 
ley, BOWLING ALLEY 

up someone’s alley also down someone’s alley chiefly 
US, informal : suited to someone’s tastes or abilities ■ A job 
like that would be right up my alley. [=a job like that would 
suit me very well] ■ I love books, so volunteering at the li¬ 
brary is right up my alley. [ ={Brit ) up my street ] 
al-ley-way /'sel^wei/ noun, pi -ways [count ]: a passage be¬ 
tween buildings : alley 

all—fired /'ai^fajad/ adj, always used before a noun, US, in¬ 
formal + somewhat old-fashioned : extreme or excessive ■ 
Why are you in such an all-fired huny? 

— all—fired adv • I don’t know why you’re being so all-fired 
stubborn! 

All Fools’ Day noun [singular] : april fools* day 
all fours noun 

on all fours of a person : with the hands and knees on the 
ground • The baby crawled away on all fours. 
all get—OUt noun, always used cfter an adjective 
as all get-out US, informal : very or extremely ■ The cafe 
was (as) busy as all get-out [=was extremely busy] this af¬ 
ternoon. 

aMi*ance /s'lajsns/ noun, pi -anc-es 

1 [count] : a union between people, groups, countries, etc. 
: a relationship in which people agree to work together ■ We 
need to form/forge/encourage a closer alliance between gov¬ 
ernment and industry. ■ strengthen/weaken the alliance of 
western nations ■ There has been a pattern of shifting allianc¬ 
es in the political world. ■ The article condemns what some 
say is an unholy alliance between government and media. 

2 [noncount] : the state of being joined in some activity or ef¬ 
fort : the state of being allied ■ two nations in close alliance 
(with each other) ■ one nation working In alliance with an¬ 
other 

3 [count] : a group of people, countries, etc., that are joined 
together in some activity or effort ■ There is disagreement 
within the alliance about how to deal with this problem. 

aMied /3'laid, 'ae,laid/ adj 

1 a : joined in a relationship in which people, groups, coun¬ 
tries etc., agree to work together ■ allied nations = nations 
that are allied to/with each other b Allied always used be¬ 
fore a noun : of or relating to the nations that fought togeth¬ 
er against Germany in World War I and World War II ■ Allied 
soldiers/troops/forces 

2 somewhat formal : related or connected • chemistry and al¬ 
lied subjects ■ two families allied [=(more commonly) joined] 
by marriage 


alligator • allowance 
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al-li-ga-tor /'!el3,geit»/ noun, pi -tors 

1 [count] : a large reptile that has a long body, thick skin, 
and sharp teeth, that lives in the tropical parts of the U.S. 
and China, and that is related to crocodiles 

2 [ noncount ]: the skin of an alligator used for making shoes 
and other products — often used before another noun ■ alli¬ 
gator shoes 



alligator 


all—im-poMant /,a:lim , poa4ijt/ adj : very important ■ an 
all-important question — often used in a humorous or exag¬ 
gerated way ■ She paused to consider the all-important issue 
of which shoes to wear, 
all—in /,a:l'm/ adj 

1 informal : very tired ■ By the end of finals week, I was all- 
in. [= exhausted] — often written as two separate words ■ You 
look all in. 

2 Brit a : all-inclusive ■ the all-in room rate b : allow¬ 
ing almost any technique or method • all-in wrestling 

all—in*Clll a Slve /,a:lin'klu:siv/ adj : including everything; 
especially : sold for one price that includes charges and fees 
that are often added separately ■ The resort is all-inclusive so 
you don’t worry about money while you’re there, 
al-llt-er-a-tlon /ajits'reijan/ noun [noncount] : the use of 
words that begin with the same sound near one another (as 
in wild and woolly or a babbling brook ) 

— al-lit-er-a-tlve /a'litaretiv/ adj ■ an alliterative name like 
“Molly Mason" 

all-night /'cul'nait/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : open for business throughout the night ■ an all-night din¬ 
er 

2 : lasting throughout the night • an all-night party 

all—night-er /'crl'naiW noun, pi -ers [count] informal : a 
night during which someone works on something instead of 
sleeping ■ I have to finish this by morning, so I guess tonight 
will be another all-nighter. • He pulled an all-nighter [=he 
stayed up all night] to study for the exam, 
al-lo-cate /■cela.keit/ verb -cates; -cat-ed; -cat-ing [ 4 - obj] 
: to divide and give out (something) for a special reason or to 
particular people, companies, etc. ■ allocate funds among 
charities ■ Money from the sale of the house was allocated to 
each of the children. ■ We need to determine the best way to 
allocate our resources. ■ Have enough funds been allocated 
to finance the project? 

— al-lo-ca-tlon /.seb'keijan/ noun, pi -tlons [noncount] 
the allocation of funds ■ asset allocation [count] asset allo¬ 
cations 

al-lot /a'lcut/ verb -lots; -lot-ted; -lot-ting [+ obj] : to give 
someone (an amount of something) to use or have ■ Each 
speaker will be allotted 15 minutes. ■ The newspaper will allot 
a full page to each of the three mayoral candidates. 

— allotted adj ■ Most of the students completed the exam in 
the allotted time. 

aMot-ment /a'la.tmant/ noun, pi -ments 

1 [count] : an amount of something given to someone to use 
or have ■ He complained that the 15-minute time allotment 
was too short. 

2 [noncount] : the act of allotting something ■ The allotment 
of a full page in the newspaper to each candidate is more 
than fair. 

3 [count] Brit: a small area of land that a person can rent to 
use as a garden ■ fresh tomatoes from my allotment 

all—OUt /'ad'aut/ adj, always used before a noun 
1 : made or done with as much effort as possible ■ an all-out 
attack/assault on poverty = an all-out effort to eliminate 


poverty — see also go all out at J GO 
2 : fully developed ■ an all-out [-full-blown] war 
all-over /' ail.ouva 1 / adj, always used before a noun : covering 
the whole surface of something ■ a rug with an allover pat¬ 
tern — see also all over at 2 all 
al-low /a'lau/ verb -lows; -lowed; -low-ing [+ obj] 

”T aT to permit (something) : to regard or treat (something) 
as acceptable ■ a religion that does not allow divorce ■ They 
don’t allow smoking in this hotel. ■ I want to change my 
schedule, but my boss won’t allow it. b : to permit (some¬ 
one) to have or do something ■ He allowed her to leave. [=he 
let her leave] ■ My boss wouldn’t allow me to change my 
schedule. ■ They don’t allow people to smoke in this hotel. ■ 
He allows himself (to have) many luxuries. — used in the 
phrase allow me to make a polite offer to help someone ■ Al¬ 
low me to get/open the door for you. ■ If you’re going to re¬ 
model your kitchen, allow me to offer a few suggestions, c 
: to permit (someone) to go or come in, out, etc. ■ Women 
were not allowed in/into the club. ■ The hospital doesn't al¬ 
low visitors after 8 p.m. ■ Those children are too young to be 
allowed (to go) out at night. 

2 a : to make it possible for someone or something to have 
or do something ■ Her experience allows her to handle diffi¬ 
cult situations easily. [=she can handle difficult situations 
easily because of her experience] ■ Her schedule doesn’t al¬ 
low her any time to run errands. ■ The system allows you to 
transfer data easily from one computer to another, b : to 
make it possible for something to happen ■ Occasional gaps 
allow passage through the mountains. ■ a password that al¬ 
lows access to the system ■ The system allows the easy trans¬ 
fer of data from one computer to another. = The system al¬ 
lows data to be transferred easily from one computer to 
another. C *. to fail to prevent something or someone from 
being, becoming, or doing something ■ They allowed the gar¬ 
den to become overgrown with weeds. ■ These conditions 
should never have been allowed to develop. ■ I was surprised 
to see that she had allowed herself to become so fat. [=that 
she had become so fat] 

3 : to include (a quantity of time, money, etc.) as an appro¬ 
priate amount ■ When you’re planning your day you should 
allow an hour for lunch. ■ Their parents allowed five dollars 
for each child as spending money. ■ We need to allow (our¬ 
selves) enough time to get the job done properly. 

4 a : to accept (something) ■ The judge decided to allow the 
evidence, b : to admit (something) • His job played a more 
important part in his life than his biographer allows. — usu¬ 
ally that or (US, informal) as how • She allowed that the 
work was hard. = She allowed as how the work was hard. 
[=she admitted that the work was hard] 

5 sports : to let an opposing team or player have or score (a 
goal, a hit, etc.) ■ The pitcher allowed five hits and three runs 
in the first two innings. ■ allow a goal ■ The defense has not 
allowed a touchdown in the past three games. 

allow for [phrasal verb] allow for (something) 1 a : to think 
about or plan for (something that will or might happen in 
the future) ■ When purchasing property, the company 
should allow for possible future growth/expansion, b : to 
consider (something) when you make a calculation ■ The 
total distance, allowing for detours, is about 10 miles. ■ If 
you allow for inflation, he’s actually earning less money 
now than he was 10 years ago. [=the value of the money he 
earns now is less than that of the money he earned 10 years 
ago because of inflation] 2 : to make (something) possi¬ 
ble ■ The design of the system allows for [=allows, permits] 
easy upgrades. 

allow of [phrasal verb] allow of (something) formal : to make 
(something) possible ■ The evidence allows of[=allows, per¬ 
mits] two possible interpretations. 

— al-low-able /a'lawabal/ adj ■ allowable behavior 
al-low-ance /a'lawsns/ noun, pi -anc-es 

1 [count] a : an amount of money that is given to someone 
regularly or for a specific purpose ■ a monthly allowance for 
household expenses ■ a clothing allowance b chiefly US : a 
small amount of money that is regularly given to children by 
their parents ■ Each of their children gets a weekly allowance 
of five dollars. 

2 [count] a : an amount of something (such as time) that is 
allowed or available ■ The schedule provides a generous al¬ 
lowance of time for sightseeing. [=provides a generous 
amount of time for sightseeing] b : an amount that is re¬ 
garded as acceptable or desirable ■ the recommended daily 
allowance of vitamin C c : an amount that is subtracted 
from the price of something ■ When we bought our new car 
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we got a trade-in allowance of $2,000 on our old car. [=the 
price of our new car was reduced by $2,000 because we trad¬ 
ed in our old car] d Brit : an amount of your earnings that 
you do not have to pay taxes on ■ the tax allowance for mar¬ 
ried couples 

3 a [noncount]: the act of thinking about or including some¬ 
thing when you make a plan, calculation, etc. ■ When you’re 
comparing costs from different decades, you need to make 
allowance for inflation. [=you need to allow for inflation] ■ 
His theory makes no allowance for [=does not allow for] the 
possibility that the disease may be genetic, b : the act of re¬ 
garding bad behavior or a mistake as less serious or bad be¬ 
cause of some special situation or condition [noncount] She 
performed poorly, but we should make some allowance for 
her inexperience. = Some allowance should be made for her 
inexperience, [^because she is inexperienced, we should not 
blame her too much for performing poorly] [count] They 
performed poorly, but allowances should be made for their 
inexperience. 

4 [noncount] formal : the act of allowing something ■ The 
lawyer protested the judge’s allowance of the evidence. 

al-loy /'se,loi/ noun, pi -loys : a metal made by melting and 
mixing two or more metals or a metal and another material 
together [count] testing the properties of various alloys 
[noncount] a part made of aluminum alloy 
- al-loy /a'loi/ verb -loys; -loyed; -loy-ing [+ obj] - Stain¬ 
less steel is made by alloying steel with chromium. 

all—pow-er-ful /'aiPpawatfaJ/ adj : having complete power 
: able to do anything ■ She believes in an all-powerful God. — 
often used in an exaggerated way to describe people or orga¬ 
nizations that are very powerful ■ the all-powerful committee 
■ an all-powerful leader 

all—pur-pose /"cuPpapas/ adj, always used before a noun 
: suitable for many uses ■ an all-purpose tool/knife/cleanser ■ 
(US) all-putpose flour — compare general-purpose 

^ll right adv 

: fairly well : well enough ■ She does all right in school. ■ 
The engine was sputtering when I started it, but it’s running/ 
working all right now. ■ “How’s your father?” “He was pretty 
sick, but he’s doing all right now.” 

2 : beyond doubt : certainly — used to stress that a pre¬ 
ceding statement is true or accurate ■ “Is this the one you 
wanted?” “Yes, that’s it all right." [=that is indeed the one 1 
wanted] ■ “He seems pretty clever to me.” “Oh, he’s clever all 
right. A little too clever, if you ask me." 

3 a — used to ask for or express agreement, acceptance, or 
understanding ■ I’ll meet you at 10 o’clock, all right ? ■ All 
right. I’ll meet you at 10 o’clock. ■ “I have to leave a little ear¬ 
ly today, all right?" “ All right, that’s fine.” — often used in a 
way that shows annoyance or reluctance • “Can we please go 
now?” “Oh, all right, if you insist.” ■ ’’Hurry up!" “ All right, all 
right. I’m coming!” = “ All right already. I’m coming!” b 
chiefly US — used to express pleasure or excitement ■ “They 
won!” “ All right\ That’s great!" c — used for emphasis at the 
beginning of a statement • All right, let’s suppose your theory 
is correct. What then? ■ All right everyone, let’s get started. 

2 all right adi. not used before a noun except in sense 4 

1 : fairly good : satisfactory ■ The quality of his work is 
all right but not outstanding. ■ Her first movie was pretty bad 
but her second one was all right. 

2 a : acceptable or agreeable ■ Whatever you decide to do is 
all right (with/by me). [=1 will accept whatever you want to 
do] ■ Is it all right to leave early? b : suitable or appropriate 
• Is this movie all right for children? 

3 a : not ill, hurt, unhappy, etc. - He was very sick but now 
he’s all right again. ■ “Are you hurt?” ’’No, I’m all right." ■ She 
was upset when her boyfriend left, but she’s all right now. b 
: not marked by problems, danger, etc. — used to tell some¬ 
one not to be worried or concerned ■ Don’t worry- Every¬ 
thing will be all right. • “I’m so sorry that I’m late.” “It’s/ 
That’s all right. We still have plenty of time.” 

4 informal : likable, good, or honest • He’s an all right guy. ■ I 
had my doubts about him at first, but I trust him now. He’s 
all right. 

a bit of all right see 'bit 

all-round /'ail'raund ! adj, always used before a noun, chiefly 
Brit : all-around ■ a good all-round effort/athlete 

all—Singing, all—dancing adi, always used before a noun, 
Brit, informal + humorous — used in an exaggerated way to 
suggest that something (such as a machine that has many 
features) is like a large and expensive show that has many 
singing and dancing performers • an all-singing, all-dancing 
stereo system 


all-spice /'a:l|Spais/ noun [noncount] : a spice that is made 
from the berries of a tree and that is often used in baking 
all—Star /'a:l, stcia 1 / adj, always used before a noun : including 
mostly or only performers who are famous or very skillful ■ 
an all-star baseball team • The movie boasts an all-star cast. 
— all-star noun, pi -stars [count] ■ He was selected as an 
all-star. [=a member of an all-star team] 

all-terrain vehicle 

noun, pi -w -hides 
[count]: a small open ve¬ 
hicle with three or four 
large wheels that is used 
to drive over very rough 
ground — called also 
ATV 

all-time /'a:l,taim/ adj, 
always used before a 
noun : more than all oth¬ 
ers have ever been ■ It's 
my all-time favorite 

movie. ■ The price of gasoline has hit an all-time high. [=the 
price is higher than it has ever been] 
al-lude /a'luid/ verb -ludes; -lud-ed; -lud-ing 
allude to [phrasal verb] allude to (something or someone) 
: to speak of or mention (something or someone) in an in¬ 
direct way ■ I’m interested in hearing more about the tech¬ 
nology you alluded to a minute ago. ■ She alluded to her 
first marriage/husband. 

f Do not confuse allude with elude. I 



all-terrain vehicle 


al-lure /a'lua 1 / noun [noncount] : power to attract : a quality 
that attracts people ■ These rare books hold special allure for 
collectors. — often + of ■ the allure of fame 
al-lur-ing /a'lurnj/ adj [more most ~] : very attractive 
: having a quality that attracts people ■ an alluring offer/ 
smile/aroma 

al-lu-sion /a'lu^an/ noun, pi -sions : a statement that re¬ 
fers to something without mentioning it directly [count] The 
lyrics contain biblical allusions. — often + to ■ She made an 
allusion to her first marriage, but said nothing more about it. 
[noncount] She made allusion to her first marriage. 
f Do not confuse allusion with illusion. ) 

— al-lu-sive/s'luisiv/ai# ■ allusive lyrics 

aMu-vi-al /a'luivijal/ adj, geology : made up of or found in 
the materials that are left by the water of rivers, floods, etc. ■ 
an alluvial plain/deposit • alluvial soil/diamonds 
all—wheel drive noun [noncount] : a system that applies 
engine power directly to all four wheels of a vehicle together 
or separately ■ a car with all-wheel drive 
1 al-ly /'ae,lai/ noun, pi -lies [count] 

1 a : a country that supports and helps another country in a 
war ■ the nation’s closest ally b the Allies : the nations that 
fought together against Germany in World War I or World 
War II ■ fought with the Allies in World War II 

2 : a person or group that gives help to another person or 
group ■ She’s counting on her allies in the state legislature. ■ a 
powerful ally ■ The teacher’s union has found an unlikely 
ally in the company. [=the company supports the position 
that the union has taken and this was not expected] 

2 al-ly /a'lai/ verb -lies; -lied; -ly«ing : to join (yourselQ with 
another person, group, etc., in order to get or give support 

— often + with or to [+ obj] She’s allied herself with the mod¬ 
erates on this issue. ■ countries allying themselves with the 
ELJ ■ He’ll even admit that he’s hoping to ally himself to a 
wealthy family by marriage, [no obj] They’ve allied with 
their former enemies. — see also allied 

al-ma ma-ter /^lma'incrta 1 / noun, pi ~ -ters [count] : the 
school, college, or university that someone attended ■ I visit¬ 
ed my old alma mater last week, 
al-ma-nac /'arlmatnaek/ noun, pi -nacs [count] 

1 : a book published every year that contains facts about the 
movements of the sun and moon, changes in the tides, and 
information of general interest 

2 : a book published every year that contains detailed infor¬ 
mation on a special subject • an almanac of town news ■ a 
hunter’s almanac 

al-mighty /al'maiti/ adi 

1 or Abmighty : having complete power • Almighty God = 
God Almighty 

2 always used before a noun : having a great deal of power or 
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importance ^ This sense of almighty is often used to suggest 
that something has too much power over people. • All he 
cares about is the almighty dollar. [=all he cares about is 
money] 

3 always used before a noun : very great or loud ■ The dishes 
fell down with an almighty crash. [=a mighty crash] 
Almighty noun 

the Almighty : god 1 • worshipping the Almighty 
al-mond /■airnand/ noun, pi -monds [count] : a nut that 
has a sweet flavor; also : the tree that produces almonds 
— see picture at nut 

al-mo-ner /'aelmana 1 / noun, pi -ners [count] Brit, old- 
fashioned : a person whose job is to help people in hospitals 
with their financial and social problems 
almost /'a^moust/ adv : only a little less than : nearly ■ 
We’re almost finished. ■ Analysts predict that rates will rise 
by almost 40 percent. ■ Goats will eat almost anything. • He 
mentioned the prize almost as an afterthought. [=mentioned 
it in a way that made it seem like an afterthought] ■ She’s al¬ 
most always late. ■ in almost all cases = in almost every case • 
I have almost no [-hardly any] money. ■ She almost never 
[=hardly ever] misses a game. ■ There’s almost nothing 
[=hardly anything] in the fridge. 

31 ms /’a:mz/ noun [plural] old-fashioned : money, clothes, 
food, and other things given to poor people 
alms-house /'a-.mz^aus/ noun, pi -hous*es [count] in the 
past : a building in which poor people were allowed to live 
for free 

al-oe /'aelou/ noun, pi -oes [count] : a tropical plant that has 
heavy leaves which produce a thick liquid used in medicines, 
cosmetics, etc. 

aloe Vera /'aelou'vera/ noun, pi ~ veras [noncount] : a 
thick liquid that is produced by a kind of aloe plant and used 
in medicines, cosmetics, etc. ■ a skin cream that contains aloe 
vera\ also [count] : the plant that produces this liquid 
aloft /3*la:ft /adv : in the air ■ banners carried aloft ■ The bal¬ 
loon stayed aloft for days. 

alO-ha /3'lou,ha:/ interj — used in Hawaii to say hello or 
goodbye 

1 alone /a'loun/ ad), not used before a noun 

1 a : without anyone or anything else : not involving or in¬ 
cluding anyone or anything else : separate from other peo¬ 
ple or things ■ I was all alone [-by myself] in the office yester¬ 
day. • This wine goes well with food, but is also very good 
alone. ■ I got him alone and asked him what had really hap¬ 
pened. ■ She lived alone for many years. ■ She doesn’t mind 
being alone because she never feels lonely/lonesome. ■ He 
was alone with his thoughts, b : without people that you 
know or that usually are with you ■ This is the first time the 
couple has been out alone together since the birth of their 
child. [=the first time they have gone somewhere without 
their child] ■ He traveled alone [-by himself] to visit his 
grandparents when he was only seven. ■ She was nervous 
about being (all) alone in the city when she started her new 
job. ^ If you are not alone when you do something, you are 
not the only person who is doing it. ■ She’s worried about los¬ 
ing her job, and she’s not alone. [=other people are also wor¬ 
ried about losing their jobs] ■ He was not alone in calling for 
reform. Many people were demanding changes. 

2 [more most ~] : feeling unhappy because of being sepa¬ 
rated from other people ■ He felt very alone when he went 
away to school. 

2 alone adv 

1 : without help from anyone or anything else ■ She raised 
six children alone. [=on her own, by herself] ■ The police be¬ 
lieve the criminal acted alone. • Medication alone [=by itself] 
won't relieve the symptoms entirely. 

2 : without another — used for emphasis ■ The proof rests 
on one witness’s statement alone. • You alone [=only you] 
can decide what needs to be done. [=you are the only one 
who can decide] ■ You alone are responsible. = The responsi¬ 
bility is yours alone. ■ The blame is mine and mine alone. [=1 
am the only one who should be blamed] 

3 : without including or needing anything more ■ You can’t 
rely on your looks alone [=you can’t rely just on your looks]; 
you’ll need to work very hard. ■ The price alone is enough to 
discourage people. ■ The special effects alone make the mov¬ 
ie worth seeing. 

go it alone: to do something by yourself ■ If no one’s willing 
to help me, I guess I’ll just have to go it alone, 
leave (someone or something) alone see ‘leave 
leave well enough alone see ‘leave 


let alone see ‘let 
stand alone see ‘stand 
1 along /a'laiij/ prep 

1 : in a line matching the length or direction of (something) ■ 
We walked along the beach. ■ We walked along (the side of) 
the road. ■ The chairs were lined up along the wall. • The ship 
sailed along the coast. 

2 : at a point on (something) ■ They have a house along 
[-alongside] the river. • We drove to Boston and we stopped 
along the way for lunch. 

“along adv 

1 : in a forward direction ■ We walked along beside the road. 
■ I was just walking along , minding my own business. ■ The 
police told the people in the crowd to move along. ■ We 
looked at the houses as we drove along. — often used figura¬ 
tively • Is there anything we can do to hurry this process 
along r? [=to make this process go faster] ■ He was rushing 
along through the speech. ■ Her career was helped along by 
her wealthy uncle. 

2 — used to say that someone or something is brought or 
taken with you when you go somewhere ■ He brought his 
son along [=brought his son with him] when he went to the 
bank. ■ We brought/took an extra battery along just in case 
we needed it. — often + with ■ He brought his son along with 
him. ■ The scenery was beautiful. I was glad that we had a 
camera along with us. [=1 was glad that we brought a camera] 

3 : at or to an advanced point • Plans for a new stadium are 
already pretty far along. • The morning was well along when 
we arrived. [=it was late in the morning when we arrived] ■ 
people who are well/far along in years [=people who are old] 

4 : at a particular place : here or there ■ I’ll be along [=1*11 be 
there] to see him in a few minutes. ■ We missed the first bus, 
but another one should be along [^should be here] soon. 

5 : from one person to another ■ Word was passed along that 
the attack was coming. 

all along : during the entire time since something began ■ I 
knew the truth all along. • The police knew all along who 
was guilty. 

along about US, informal : at a time near (a specified time) 
: about, around ■ He arrived in the city along about July 
17. ■ Our flight should be arriving along about 8:00. 
along with : in addition to (something or someone) ■ a plane 
carrying heavy radar equipment along with full fuel tanks 
: together with (something or someone) ■ A bill came along 
with the merchandise. • All my cousins were there along 
with my aunts and uncles. ■ He worked along with several 
colleagues to finish on time. 

1 along*Side /a'lcnj'said/ adv : along or close at the side ■ We 
waited for the other boat to come alongside, 
alongside of chiefly US, informal : next to or together with 
(someone or something) : ALONGSIDE ■ The police car 
pulled up alongside of our car. ■ children working along¬ 
side of their parents 

“alongside prep 

1 : next to (someone or something) ■ The children work 
alongside their parents in the field. 

2 : along the side of (something) ■ Bring the boat alongside 
the dock. 

3 : at the same time as (something) : together with (some¬ 
thing) ■ one theory taught alongside the other ■ The town 
grew up alongside the college. 

aloof /3*lu:f/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not involved with or friendly toward other people ■ She 
remained aloof [=distant] despite their efforts to make 
friends. ■ He held himself aloof from his coworkers. [=he was 
not warm or friendly toward them] 

2 : not involved in or influenced by something ■ They tried 
to keep/remain/stand aloof from the politics of the day. 

— a loot* ness noun [noncount] ■ She’s been criticized for 
aloofness but she’s really just very shy. 
aloud /a'laud/ adv ; in a way that can be clearly heard ■ read 
aloud : in a voice that can be heard ■ She wondered aloud 
[=out loud] where they’d gone, 
al-paca /aePpaeka/ noun,pi -pac»as 

1 [count] : a South American animal that is related to the lla¬ 
ma and has long woolly hair — see picture at llama 

2 [noncount] : wool of the alpaca or a cloth made of it 
1 al-pha /'aelfa/ noun, pi -phas [count] : the first letter of the 

Greek alphabet — A or a 
2 al I pha adj, always used before a noun 

1 : having the most power in a group of animals or people ■ a 
fight in the pack between a young wolf and the alpha male 
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[=the dominant male] ■ the alpha male/female on the com¬ 
mittee [=the most powerful man/woman on the committee] 
2 — used to describe the first version of a product that is be¬ 
ing developed and tested ■ the alpha version of the software ■ 
alpha testing — compare BETA 
alpha and omega noun 

the alpha and omega : the most important part of some¬ 
thing ■ Money is the alpha and omega of his existence. 
[=money is the only thing that matters to him] 
al*pha»bet /'aelf3,bet/ noun, pi -bets [count] : the letters of 
a language arranged in their usual order • The Roman alpha¬ 
bet begins with “A” and ends with “Z.” 
al-pha-bet*i«cal Aaelfa'betikal/ also al*pha*bet*ic 
/(Selfa'betik/ adj : arranged in the order of the letters of the 
alphabet ■ an alphabetical list ■ The words in the dictionary 
are listed/shown in alphabetical order. 

- aLpha-bet-bcaMy Aaelfa'bctikli/ adv • The students are 
listed alphabetically by last name. 

al«pha*bet*ize also Brit al-pha-bet-ise /'aelfaba^aiz/ verb 
-iz-es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] : to arrange (items) in alphabet¬ 
ical order ■ She alphabetized the books. [=put the books in 
order so that books with titles beginning with “A" came first, 
“B” second, etc.] ■ alphabetize the words on/in the list 

- al-pha-bet-i'Za-tion also Brit abpha*bet-i-sa-tion 
Aaelfa^eta'zeijan, Brit (Slfdibcitai'zeijan/ noun [noncount] 

alphabet soup noun [noncount] : a type of soup for chil¬ 
dren with small noodles that are shaped like letters of the al¬ 
phabet ■ a bowl of alphabet soup — often used figuratively to 
describe a confusing group of letters (such as abbreviations) 
that are used to refer to various organizations, items, etc. • 
the alphabet soup of government agencies 
al*pha*nu*mer*ic Aaelfanu'menk, Brit ^Ifanju'menk/ adj 
: having or using letters and numbers ■ an alphanumeric sys¬ 
tem/keyboard 

- al-pha-nu-mer-i-cal.ly /.aelfanu'menkli, Brit 
^lfanju'menkli/ adv 

al*pine /'ael,pain/ adj 

1 : of or existing in high mountains and especially the Alps ■ 
an alpine meadow/lake ■ alpine flowers 

2 : done in high mountains ■ alpine skiing/sports 
a bread V /arl'redi/ adv 

1 : before this time : before now ■ They’ve already agreed to 
come. • I've already told him the news. = ( US, informal) I al¬ 
ready told him the news. : before that time ■ I’d already left 
by the time you called. ■ He acted as if he didn’t already 
know. • Flight 102 will already have taken off by the time 
Flight 101 lands. 

2 : so soon : so early ■ Have they arrived already ?! I’m still 
not dressed! ■ Do you have to go already ? ■ Is it already mid¬ 
night? = Is it midnight already ? 

3 — used to describe a situation that exists now and that will 
continue to exist ■ The book is already available in Britain 
and should be in bookstores here next month. ■ The exhibit 
has already caused quite a stir. 

4 US, informal — used to express impatience or annoyance ■ 
Answer the question, already] • Enough, already ! ■ All right 
already ! 

abright /,a:Prait/ adv or adj : all right 

usage The spelling alright is less common than all right and 
is regarded by some people as an error. It occurs mainly in 
informal writing. 

Absa-tian /ael'seijan/ noun, pi -tians [count] Brit : ger¬ 
man SHEPHERD 
abSQ /'ail,sou/ adv 

1 : in addition ■ She’s a talented singer and also a fine actress. 
■ Thomas Edison is best known for inventing the lightbulb, 
but he also invented the phonograph. • I don’t think we 
should go out. Not only is it late, but it’s also snowing. 

2 : in a similar way ■ He saw something and she also saw it. 
[=she saw it too] ■ “I grew up in North Dakota.” ‘‘Really? I’m 
also from North Dakota.” [-I'm from North Dakota too] ■ 
My neighbors were also at the show that night. 

abso—ran /'a:l,sou,raen/ noun, pi -rans [count] : a person 
who has taken part in an election or contest and did not win 
• He was an also-ran in last year’s mayoral race, 
abtar /'ailtay noun, pi -tars [count] 

1 : a raised place on which sacrifices and gifts are offered in 
some religions — sometimes used figuratively ■ She sacri¬ 
ficed honesty on the altar of success. [=she chose to be dis¬ 
honest in order to achieve success] 

2 : a platform or table used as a center of worship in Chris¬ 


tian ceremonies and services 

led to the altar If you are led to the altar , you get married. 
■ They started a romance that eventually led (them) to the 
altar. 

left at the altar -❖•If you are left at the altar , you do not get 
married because the person you were going to marry has 
decided against it at the last moment. ■ Her fiance left her at 
the altar. 

altar boy noun, pi ~ boys [count] : a boy who helps the 
priest during a Catholic service 
abter / l a:lta/ verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing 

1 : to change (something) [+ obj] Alcohol can alter a per¬ 
son’s mood. ■ He altered his will to leave eveiything to his sis¬ 
ter. ■ This one small event altered the course of history, [no 
obj] The place has altered in the 10 years since I left. 

2 [+ obj] : to make a change to (a piece of clothing) so that it 
will fit better • I’ll need to have/get the dress altered before 
the wedding. 

3 [+ obj] US : to remove the sex organs of (an animal) so that 
the animal is unable to reproduce ■ They had the puppies al¬ 
tered [-fixed] before they were sold. 

— altered adj ■ Later, we see this character again in a slight¬ 
ly altered form. • an altered state of consciousness 

abter-a-tion Aadta'reijan/ noun, pi -tions : the act, pro¬ 
cess, or result of changing or altering something [noncount] 
the alteration of the pattern ■ They did a good job on the 
dress alteration, [count] The addition of a glossary is the 
only significant alteration [=change, modification] to the 
book. ■ He made alterations in/to his will. 
abter*ca*tion Aadta^kei/sn/ noun, pi -tions [count] formal 
: a noisy or angry argument ■ She got into several altercations 
with the coach this season, 
alter ego noun, pi ~ egos [count] 

1 : a different version of yourself A character in a book or 
film is sometimes viewed as an author’s alter ego. A role that 
an actor often plays is sometimes described as the actor’s al¬ 
ter ego. 

2 : a close friend who thinks or feels similarly to the way you 
think or feel ■ a trusted adviser who is the President’s alter 
ego 

’al-ter-nate /'a:ita-,neit/ verb -nates; -nat-ed; -nat-ing : to 

place or do (different things) so that one follows the other in 
a repeated series [+ obf\ To make the appetizer, you should 
alternate layers of tomatoes and cheese, [-you should place a 
layer of tomatoes, then a layer of cheese, then a layer of to¬ 
matoes, etc.] ■ The poem/poet alternates fear and hope. — 
often + with • The necklace is made by alternating glass beads 
with shells. ■ The poem/poet alternates fear and hope with 
each other. = The poem/poet alternates fear with hope, [no 
obj] The light and dark woods alternate to form an elegant 
pattern around the window. — often + with ■ Light woods al¬ 
ternate with dark woods. — often + between ■ The poem al¬ 
ternates between fear and hope. ■ He alternates between riding 
his bike and taking the bus to work. 

— alternating adj ■ To make the appetizer, you should use 
alternating layers of tomatoes and cheese. ■ The shirt has 
alternating red and yellow stripes. — al*ter*na*tion 
Aadta’neijsn/ noun, pi -tions [count, noncount] 

2 abter-nate /*a:lton3t, Brit pdfamst/ adj 

1 : occurring in or forming a repeated series ■ alternate sun¬ 
shine and rain ■ Alternate shades of wood formed a pattern 
around the window. 

2 — used to describe something that happens one time, does 
not happen the next time, happens again, etc. ■ The fair is 
held on alternate years. [=the fair is held every other/second 
year; the fair is held one year, not held the next year, held 
the following year, and so on] ■ She picks the children up 
from school on alternate days. [=(for example) she picks up 
the children on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday] 

3 chiefly US : other than the usual: alternative ■ We took 
an alternate route because of the traffic. • Due to an emer¬ 
gency, the plane landed at an alternate airport. 

— al-ter-nate-ly adv • The poem is alternately fearful and 
hopeful. 

3 abter-nate /'ailtwiat, Brit pdfamat/ noun, pi -nates 
[count] US : someone who is chosen to take another person’s 
place if that person is not able to be present or to do a re¬ 
quired job • The town has elected five councilors and two al¬ 
ternates. ■ an alternate juror 

alternating current noun [noncount]: an electric current 
that changes its direction very frequently at regular intervals 

— abbr. AC; compare direct current 
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1 al-ter-na-tive /ul'ta-nativ/ adj 

1 always used before a noun : offering or expressing a choice 
■ We have alternative [=other ] plans in case the weather is 
bad. ■ an alternative explanation ■ We took an alternative 
route [=a different route] to avoid the traffic. ■ Scientists are 
developing an alternative approach to treating the disease. 

2 : not usual or traditional ■ alternative rock music "He de¬ 
veloped an alternative design for the new engine. ■ alternative 
medicine [=methods of healing or treating disease that are 
different from the usual methods taught in Western medical 
schools] — often used to describe something that is more 
natural or that causes less pollution than the usual product, 
method, etc. ■ alternative energy/fuel 

3 : existing or functioning outside of the established society ■ 
an alternative newspaper ■ alternative lifestyles 

— al-ter*na*tive*ly adv• We could meet at the library or, al¬ 
ternatively , we could all meet at my house. 

Alternative noun, pi -tives [count] : something that can be 
chosen instead of something else : a choice or option ■ We 
decided to leave since our only other alternative was to wait 
in the rain. ■ They left me no alternative but to call the police. 
[=1 had to call the police] ■ I was offered no alternative. ■ The 
menu offered several vegetarian alternatives. — often + to ■ 
We’ve been looking for alternatives to the usual treatment, 
but it seems there are few options. 

al-ter-na-tor / l a:lta>,neita i / noun, pi -tors [count] : a device 
that produces electricity (as in the engine of a vehicle) : a 
generator that produces alternating current — see picture at 
ENGINE 

although /al'Oou/ cory 

1 : despite the fact that : though — used to introduce a 
fact that makes another fact unusual or surprising 'Although 
[=while, even though] he was hungry, he could not eat. ■ Al¬ 
though we rarely see each other, we’re still very good friends. 
= We’re still very good friends although we rarely see each 
other. ■ Although [-while] I’d love to have dinner with you to¬ 
night, I already have plans. ■ It feels as if I’ve known you for¬ 
ever although [-even though] we’ve only known each other 
for a day. ■ He’s the basketball team’s best player although 
he’s the shortest one on the team. ■ Although (it is) small, the 
apartment is very expensive. 

2 : but, however, though — used when making a state¬ 
ment that differs from or contrasts with a statement you 
have just made ■ I don’t believe we’ve met before, although I 
must say you do look very familiar. ■ I think his name is 
John, although I’m not completely sure about that. ■ I’d love 
to have dinner with you, although I can’t. ■ The book had a 
good, although not great, plot. 

al-tinve-ter Ael'timata 1 / noun, pi -ters [count] : an instru¬ 
ment used for measuring the altitude of something (such as 
an airplane or a mountain) 

al-ti-tude /'£elt3,tu:d, Brit 'xlt3,tju:d/ noun, pi -tudes : the 
height of something (such as an aiiplane) above the level of 
the sea [count] We’re now flying at an altitude [ =height] of 
10,000 feet. ■ the air temperature at different altitudes ■ Some 
visitors find it difficult to adjust to the city’s high altitude. ■ 
plants found at higher/lower altitudes [= elevations] [non¬ 
count] The plane lost/gained altitude rapidly. ■ flying at low/ 
high altitude ■ She trained for the race at altitude. [=at a high 
altitude, where the air is thin] 

1 al«tO /'sltou/ noun, pi -tos [count] music : a singing voice 
that is lower than the voice of a soprano and higher than the 
voice of a tenor; also : a singer having such a voice ■ She sang 
in her school choir as an alto. — compare bass, soprano, 
TENOR 

AltO adj, always used before a noun : having a range that is 
lower than a soprano and higher than a tenor ■ an alto voice ■ 
He plays the alto sax/saxophone. 

1 al-»tO»qeth-er /.uJta'gecW adv 

1 : completely and fully : totally, entirely ■ They had 
an altogether new idea. • It stopped raining altogether. "If we 
don’t do something now, the forests may disappear altogeth¬ 
er. • It’s best to avoid the situation altogether. ■ That’s an alto¬ 
gether different question. = That’s a different question alto¬ 
gether. — often used with not • It is not altogether clear why 
she left. ■ He didn’t altogether believe her story. — often used 
for emphasis before another adverb ■ This is an altogether 
more sensible solution. ■ I’ve said altogether [-entirely] too 
much on the subject already. 

2 : with everything added together : when everything is add¬ 
ed up ■ They spent a thousand dollars altogether. [=in all] ■ Al¬ 
together [=all told], we sold nearly 500 candy bars. 


3 : in a general way : when everything is considered ■ Alto¬ 
gether [=generally, on the whole, all in all] I’d say this was our 
best vacation ever. ■ Altogether, their efforts were successful. 

usage Do not confuse the single word altogether with the 
two-word phrase all together. ■ We were all together [=all in 
a group, all with each other] for the whole day. ■ I tried to 
hold it all together with glue, but the pieces fell apart. ■ The 
detective put it all together [=figured out how the pieces of 
information related to each other] and solved the crime. ■ 
All together [=all at the same time] now, everybody, let’s 
sing! 

Altogether noun 

in the altogether informal + old-fashioned : not wearing any 
clothes ■ posing in the altogether [=nude, in the nude] 
al-tru-ism /'zeltru^izam/ noun [noncount] : feelings and be¬ 
havior that show a desire to help other people and a lack of 
selfishness ■ charitable acts motivated purely by altruism ■ In 
one final act of altruism, she donated almost all of her mon¬ 
ey to the hospital. 

— abtru-is-tic /,£eltru:'istik/ adj [more most ~] ■ His mo¬ 
tives/reasons for helping the poor were not completely al¬ 
truistic. [=he wanted to help himself in some way by help¬ 
ing the poor] ■ altruistic acts — al»tru»is»tic«al*ly 
/i£eltru:'istikli/ adv 

alum /s'lAin/ noun, pi alums [count] US, informal: someone 
who attended or graduated from a particular school, college, 
or university : alumnus, alumna ■ a Harvard alum 
alu*mi*num (US) /a'luimanam/ or Brit al>u>min*i*um 
/iselja'minijam/ noun [noncount] : a silver metal that is 
strong and light and that is used for making many products 

— often used before another noun ■ aluminum cans ■ alumi¬ 
num foil [=a very thin sheet of aluminum that is used for cov¬ 
ering or wrapping food] 

alunvna /a'lAmna/ noun, pi -nae /a'lAmni/ [count] chiefly 
US : a woman who was a student at a particular school, col¬ 
lege, or university ■ a group of Harvard alumnae — compare 

ALUMNUS, OLD GIRL 

alunvnus /a'lAmnas/ noun, pi -ni /a'lAnqnai/ [count] chiefly 
US : someone who was a student at a particular school, col¬ 
lege, or university • Her parents are alumni of the state uni¬ 
versity. The plural form alumni usually refers to all of the 
men and women who are former students of a school, col¬ 
lege, or university. ■ the college’s alumni ■ the alumni associ¬ 
ation — compare alumna, old boy 
al*ve*O a lar Ael'virjaW adj , technical : of or relating to a 
speech sound that is made with the tip of the tongue touch¬ 
ing the roof of the mouth near the front teeth ■ The word 
“two” begins with an alveolar sound. 
al-ways /'a:!,we iz/ adv 

1 a : at all times : on every occasion : in a way that does not 
change ■ He always tries, but he doesn’t always succeed. ■ It’s 
always a pleasure to see you. • I can always tell when he’s up¬ 
set. ■ He’s always [constantly] looking for ways to make 
money. ■ She’s almost always smiling. ■ This area is always 
filled with tourists. ■ You should always (remember to) wear 
your seat belt. ■ The holidays are always a very busy time for 
us. = ( less commonly ) The holidays always are a very busy 
time for us. • Things won’t always go as planned. • You’re al¬ 
ways welcome to stay with us. — opposite never b : at all 
times in the past ■ He has always been a good friend to me. ■ 
They didn’t always get along so well. [=they get along now, 
but they didn’t like each other in the past] ■ It hasn’t always 
been easy for him. [=difficult or sad things have happened to 
him] ■ He could always make me angry. = He always could 
make me angry. [=he often made me angry] 

2 : throughout all time : for a very long time: such as a 
: forever into the future ■ I’ll remember you always, ^forev¬ 
er] ■ You’ll always be my best friend. = You’re my best friend, 
and you always will be. ■ Life won’t always be this easy, b 
: forever in the past : from the beginning of the time that 
can be remembered ■ I’ve always loved you. ■ I always 
thought they’d get married some day, but they never did. ■ 
Isn’t that what you’ve always wanted? ■ She always wanted to 
be famous. • It has always been my goal to have my own 
business. ■ He’s always been a firm believer in hard work. = 
He’s a firm believer ih hard work, and he always has been. 

3 : often, frequently, or repeatedly ■ We always tell people 
not to arrive too early. "My parents always told me not to 
speak to strangers. — often used to describe repeated behav¬ 
ior that is annoying ■ She’s always calling me by the wrong 
name. ■ Must you always be so rude?! ■ He always tells such 
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funny stories. = He’s always telling such funny stories. 

4 — used to suggest another possibility ■ If we don’t win to¬ 
day, there’s always tomorrow. [=we might win tomorrow] — 
usually used after can or could ■ If she doesn’t answer the 
phone now, you can/could always try (calling) again later. - If 
you don’t have enough money now, you can always use your 
credit card. 

as always — used to say that something was expected be¬ 
cause it always happens ■ As always, dinner was delicious. 
[=dinner was delicious, as it always is] ■ Your children, as 
always, were very well-behaved. [=your children were well- 
behaved, as they always are] 

Alz-hei-mer’s disease / , a:lts,haima i z-/ noun [ noncount] 
: a disease of the brain that causes people to slowly lose their 
memory and mental abilities as they grow old — called also 
Alzheimer’s 
am see be 

AM /'ei,em/ noun \noncount\ : a system for sending radio sig¬ 
nals in which the height of a radio wave is changed in order 
to send information in the form of sound AM is an abbre¬ 
viation for amplitude modulation. — compare fm 

— AM adj ■ listening to my favorite AM station [=a radio sta¬ 
tion that sends sound using AM] ■ Is this station AM or 
FM? ■ AM radios 

a.m. or AM or Brit am abbr in the morning — used with 
numbers to show the time of day ■ She woke up at 6 a.m. and 
didn’t go to bed until midnight. ■ The class is held from 11:30 
a.m. to/until 2:15 p.m. ■ 12 a.m. [=midnight, one hour after l) 
p.m.] The abbreviation a.m. stands for the Latin phrase 
ante meridiem, which means “before noon.” — compare 
P.M. 

amal-gam /a'mselgam/ noun, pi -gams 

1 [count] formal : a combination or mixture of different 
things — usually singular ■ Several different styles of music 
come together in an unusual amalgam. — usually + of ■ an 
amalgam [= amalgamation ] of sweet and spicy flavors ■ The 
language they speak is an amalgam of Spanish and English. 

2 [noncount] technical : a mixture of mercury and other met¬ 
als used for filling holes in teeth 

amal-gam-ate /a'm 2 elga,meit/ verb -ates; -at*ed; -at-ing 
[+ obj] formal : to unite (two or more things, such as two 
businesses) into one thing ■ They decided to amalgamate 
[-(more commonly) merge] the two companies. ■ amalgam¬ 
ating different styles of music ■ They amalgamated the hospi¬ 
tal and/with the university. — often used as (be) amalgamat¬ 
ed ■ The hospital was amalgamated with the university. 

— amal-gam-ation /ajmselga'meijan/ noun [singular] an 
amalgamation of different styles of music [noncount] the 
amalgamation of the two companies 

amass /a'mies/ verb amass»es; amassed; amass-ing [+ 
obj ]: to gather or collect (something, such as a large amount 
of money) especially for yourself ■ By the time he was 21, he 
had already amassed [= accumulated] a great fortune. ■ The 
police are amassing [= gathering] further evidence against 
him. ■ They’ve amassed a wealth of information, 
am-a-teur /■aemaita 1 / noun, pi -teurs [count] 

1 : a person who does something (such as a sport or hobby) 
for pleasure and not as a job ■ She played soccer as an ama¬ 
teur before turning professional. ■ These photos were taken 
by both amateurs and professionals. 

2 : a person who does something poorly : a person who is 
not skillful at a job or other activity • The people running 
that company are a bunch of amateurs. • Only amateurs 
make this kind of mistake. ■ He’s a mere amateur when it 
comes to cooking. [=he doesn’t know how to cook well] 

— amateur adj, always used before a noun • amateur photog¬ 
raphers/athletes ■ an amateur competition [=a contest for 
amateurs] ■ They competed at the amateur level. — am-a- 
teur-ism /' 2 ema,ta*»izam/ noun [noncount] ■ a strong sup¬ 
porter of amateurism in sports ■ the amateurism [=the lack 
of skill] of her writing style 

amateur dramatics noun [noncount] Brit : community 

THEATER 1 

— amateur dramatic adj, Brit ■ the local amateur dramatic 
society 

am-a-teur-ish /^ma'tanj/ adj [more most ~] : lacking 
experience or skill ■ His acting is hopelessly amateurish. = 
He’s a hopelessly amateurish actor. 

— am-a-teur-ish-ly adv ■ He acts very amateurishly. 
am-a-to-ry /' 2 ema,tori, Brit 'tematari/ adj, literaty : of, relat¬ 
ing to, or expressing sexual love ■ a book of amatoiy [=amo¬ 
rous] poems ■ their secret amatory relationship 


amaze /a'meiz/ verb amaz*es; amazed; amaz*ing : to 

surprise and sometimes confuse (someone) very much : to 
fill (someone) with wonder [+ obj] He has amazed audiences 
around the world with his magic tricks. ■ It amazes me that 
no one noticed the error. ■ I am always amazed by her gar¬ 
den’s beauty. = Her garden’s beauty never fails/ceases to 
amaze me. [no obj] Her garden’s beauty never fails/ceases to 
amaze. 

amazed adj [more most ~]: feeling or showing great sur¬ 
prise ■ The magician performed before a crowd of amazed 
spectators. ■ There was an amazed expression on her face. ■ 
His friends were amazed [=; stunned, dumbfounded] when he 
said that he was getting married. — often + that ■ We were 
amazed [=astonished, astounded] that no one was injured in 
the accident. ■ I’m amazed that no one noticed the error. — 
often + at or by ■ You’ll be amazed at how easy it can be. ■ 
They were amazed at/by the size of the place. — often fol¬ 
lowed by to + verb ■ They were amazed to discover that their 
grandmother had been a professional dancer. 

amaze-ment /a'meizmant/ noun [noncount] : a feeling of 
being very surprised or amazed ■ The garden’s beauty filled 
me with amazement. [= astonishment ] ■ The crowd watched in 
amazement as the magician performed his tricks. ■ I applied 
for the job, and, (much) to my amazement, I was hired. [=1 
was very surprised to be hired] ■ Much to the amazement of 
her family, she left school to pursue her acting career. 

amazing adj [more most ~] : causing great surprise or 
wonder : causing amazement ■ She gave an amazing [=won- 
derjuf] performance in her first film. ■ It’s amazing [=difficult 
to believe] how/that many adults in this country don’t know 
how to read. - He showed an amazing lack of concern for 
others. ■ The amazing thing is that no one knows where it 
came from. ■ He has an amazing ability to learn new lan¬ 
guages. ■ Her grandmother was really an amazing woman. ■ 
He’s created an amazing number [=a surprisingly large num¬ 
ber] of new designs for the spring. 

— amaz-ing-ly adv ■ an amazingly beautiful garden ■ Amaz¬ 
ingly (enough), the dog swam all the way across the lake. 

am-a-ZOn /'sema^cun/ noun, pi -zons [count] 

1 Amazon : a member of a group of female warriors in sto¬ 
ries told by the ancient Greeks 

2 : a tall and strong woman ■ I felt dwarfed, standing beside 
this redheaded amazon. 

am-bas-sa-dor /sem'bsesada 1 / noun, pi -dors [count] : the 
highest-ranking person who represents his or her own gov¬ 
ernment while living in another country ■ Embassy officials 
met with the ambassador. — often + to ■ She became the 
American ambassador to Italy [=she began representing 
America in Italy] several years ago. — often used figurative¬ 
ly ■ a baseball player who has been a very effective ambassa¬ 
dor [= representative] for his sport ■ an ambassador of hope 
[=a person who tries to bring hope to another country or 
group of people] ■ a goodwill ambassador [=a person who 
travels to different places to promote friendship and good¬ 
will] 

— am-bas-sa-do-ri-al /sen^bsesa'dorijal/ adj ■ his first am¬ 
bassadorial assignment 

am-ber /'semba 1 / noun [noncount] 

1 : a hard orange-yellow substance that can be polished and 
used for jewelry and other decorations 

2 : a dark orange-yellow color — see color picture on page 
C2 

— amber adj ■ the amber light of the late afternoon sun ■ 
”... amber waves of grain ...” —Katharine Lee Bates. 
“America the Beautiful" (1911) 

am-bi-dex-trous /i^embi'dekstras/ adj : able to use both 
hands equally well ■ an ambidextrous baseball player 

— am-bi-dex-trous-ly adv - am-bi-dex-trous-ness 
noun [noncount] 

am-bi-ence or am-bi-ance /'sembijans/ noun [singular] 
formal: the mood or feeling of a particular place ■ They used 
soft music and candlelight to give the restaurant a romantic 
ambience. 1= atmosphere ] ■ the ambience of a tropical island 

am-bi-ent /'sembijant/ adj 

1 technical : surrounding on all sides ■ Keep the chemicals at 
an ambient temperature of 70°F. ■ the ambient air quality ■ 
the bright ambient light of the room 

2 of electronic music : quiet and relaxing with melodies that 
repeat many times ■ People shopped as ambient music played 
in the background. ■ ambient instrumental music 

am-bi-giM*ty /isemba'gjmwati/ noun, pi -ties : something 
that does not have a single clear meaning : something that is 
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ambiguous [noncount] You should remove ambiguity 
[= vagueness ] from your essay by adding more details. ■ moral 
ambiguity [=lack of certainty about whether something is 
right or wrong] [count] the ambiguities in his answers 
am«big*U*OUS /eem'bigjawas/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : able to be understood in more than one way : having 
more than one possible meaning ■ We were confused by the 
ambiguous wording of the message. ■ He looked at her with 
an ambiguous smile. ■ Due to the ambiguous nature of the 
question, it was difficult to choose the right answer. 

— opposite unambiguous synonyms see 'obscure 

2 : not expressed or understood clearly ■ He felt that his role 
in the company was becoming more ambiguous. [= uncertain ] 

■ the ambiguous position of women in modem society 

— am-big-u-ous-ly adv ■ His answers were worded ambigu¬ 
ously , so no one could be sure what he meant. 

am-bit /'cembat/ noun, pi -bits [count] formal : the range or 
limit that is covered by something (such as a law) : scope — 
usually singular ■ I’m afraid your case doesn’t fall within the 
ambit of our jurisdiction. 
am-bi-tion /sem'bijsn/ noun,pi -tions 

1 [count] : a particular goal or aim : something that a person 
hopes to do or achieve ■ My first ambition as a child was to 
be in the circus. ■ The wife of a famouspoet, she had literary 
ambitions of her own. [=she wanted to be a writer too] ■ He 
has ambitions for an acting career. = He has ambitions to be¬ 
come an actor. = His ambition is to be/become an actor. ■ 
She finally achieved/realized/fulfilled her life’s ambition 
[=the thing she most wanted to do in her life] when she start¬ 
ed her own business. 

2 [noncount] : a desire to be successful, powerful, or famous 

■ He lacked ambition and couldn’t compete with the others. ■ 
With her talent and fierce ambition [=her very strong desire 
to succeed], she became a very successful actress. 

3 [noncount] l/S : a desire to do things and be active — usu¬ 
ally used in negative constructions • I was tired and had no 
ambition [^initiative, energy], so I just spent the whole week¬ 
end watching TV. 

am«bi«tiOUS /aem'bi/ds/ adj [more —; most —] 

1 : having ambition : having a desire to be successful, pow¬ 
erful, or famous ■ The company was created by two very am¬ 
bitious young men in the early 1900s. ■ ambitious politicians/ 
lawyers ■ He was very ambitious for his children but not for 
himself. [=he wanted his children to be successful but he 
didn’t feel the need to be successful himself] 

2 : not easily done or achieved : requiring or showing ambi¬ 
tion ■ This 500-page book is her most ambitious effort/ 
project yet. ■ Your plans for the future are very ambitious. ■ It 
was too ambitious a task for just one person. ■ ambitious 
goals 

— am-bi-tious-ly adv ■ She ambitiously worked her way to 
the top. — am-bi-tlous-ness noun [noncount] ■ the ambi¬ 
tiousness of the plan 

am*biv«a«lent /tem^bivalant/ adj [more most ~]: having 
or showing very different feelings (such as love and hate) 
about someone or something at the same time ■ He felt am¬ 
bivalent about his job. [=he both liked and disliked his job] • 
He has an ambivalent relationship with his family. ■ She has a 
deeply/very ambivalent attitude about/to/toward religion. ■ 
The senator is ambivalent about running for president. [=the 
senator has not decided whether or not to run for president] 

— am-biv-a-lence /eem'bivalans/ noun [noncount] ■ He 
feels some ambivalence about/toward/towards his job. 
— am-biv-a-lent-ly adj ■ He spoke ambivalently about his 
feelings for his family. 

anvble /'zembal/ verb, always followed by an adverb or prepo¬ 
sition am-bles; am-bled; am-bling [no obj] : to walk 
slowly in a free and relaxed way ■ We ambled along as we 
talked. ■ They ambled down/up/along the road. ■ We spent 
the day ambling [=strolling, 
sauntering] through the 
park. 

am-bu-lance 

/'sembjalans/ noun, pi 
-lanc-es [count]: a vehicle 
used for taking hurt or sick 
people to the hospital espe¬ 
cially in emergencies ■ They 
called (for) an ambulance. • 

She was taken by ambu¬ 
lance [=in an ambulance] to 
the hospital. ■ ( disapprov¬ 
ing) She had a reputation 


for being an ambulance chaser. [=a lawyer who gets clients 
by convincing accident victims that they should file a lawsuit 
about the accident] 

1 am*bush / , aem I bu.f/ noun, pi -bush-es 

1 [count] : an act of hiding, waiting for others to appear, and 
then suddenly attacking them : a surprise attack • Many sol¬ 
diers were killed in the ambush. 

2 [noncount] : a hidden place from which a surprise attack 
can be made ■ The soldiers were lying in ambush , waiting for 
the enemy to approach. ■ a snake waiting in ambush for its 
next meal 

2 ambush verb -bush-es; -bushed; -bush-ing [+ obj] : to 
attack (someone or something) by surprise from a hidden 
place ■ We have reports of enemy soldiers ambushing civil¬ 
ians on this road. — often used as (be) ambushed ■ He was 
ambushed and killed by robbers on his way home. — often 
used figuratively ■ As she left the courthouse, she was am¬ 
bushed by a group of reporters. ■ Her book was ambushed 
[=criticized in a harsh and unfair way] by the critics, 
ameba variant spelling of amoeba 

ame-lio-rate /a'midja.reit/ verb -rates; -rat-ed; -rat-ing 

[+ obj] formal : to make (something, such as a problem) bet¬ 
ter, less painful, etc. ■ trying to ameliorate the suffering of 
people who have lost their jobs ■ This medicine should help 
ameliorate the pain. 

— ame-lio-ra-tlon /a.miilja'reijan/ noun [noncount] 
amen /a'men, ei'men/ intetj 

1 — used at the end of a prayer 

2 — used to express agreement or approval ■ People in the 
crowd shouted “Amen\" when the speaker said that change 
was needed. ■ “I’ll be glad when this winter is over.” “Amen 
to that.” [=1 agree very much with that] 

ame-na-ble /a'miinabal/ adj 

1 [more most ~] : willing to agree or to accept something 
that is wanted or asked for ■ an amenable child — usually + 
to • The children are generally amenable to our wishes. ■ a 
government that is not amenable to change [=a government 
that resists change] 

2 formal : able to be controlled, organized, or affected by 
something — + to • The disease is not amenable to surgery. 
[=it cannot be fixed by surgery] ■ data amenable to analysis 
[=data that can be analyzed] 

amend /a'mend/ verb amends; amend-ed; amend-ing 

[+ obj] 

1 : to change some of the words and often the meaning of (a 
law, document, etc.) ■ The country's constitution was 
amended to allow women to vote. • They voted to amend the 
law in 1920. — compare emend 

2 ; to change and improve (something, such as a mistake or 
bad situation) ■ He tried to amend the situation by apologiz¬ 
ing to me. 

amend-ment /a'mEndmant/ noun, pi -ments 

1 [count] : a change in the words or meaning of a law or doc¬ 
ument (such as a constitution) * constitutional amendments 

— often + to ■ They proposed an amendment to the law. 
[=they officially suggested that a change be made to the law] 
■ an amendment to section 37(a) of the tax code *$■ The 
names of the amendments that have been made to the U.S. 
Constitution are usually capitalized. ■ The first 10 Amend¬ 
ments to the Constitution of the United States are called the 
Bill of Rights. ■ Our right to free speech is protected by the 
First Amendment (of the U.S. Constitution). 

2 [noncount] : the act or process of changing the words or 
meaning of a law or document: the act or process of amend¬ 
ing something ■ rights that were granted by amendment of 
the Constitution 

amends /a'mendz/ noun 

make amends ; to do something to correct a mistake that 
you have made or a bad situation that you have caused ■ 
She tried to make amends by apologizing to him. ■ I’d like 
to make amends (to you) for my behavior last night, 
ame-ni-ty /a'menati/ noun, pi -ties [count] : something that 
makes life easier or more pleasant ■ The hotel has every ame¬ 
nity you could want. — usually plural ■ It offers all the ame¬ 
nities you would expect in a car of its size. ■ The hotel has 
other amenities such as a restaurant, swimming pool, and ex¬ 
ercise room. ■ The government intends to provide the isolat¬ 
ed town with basic amenities. [=basic things such as roads, 
running water, and electricity] ■ We have never really liked 
each other, but we observe the social amenities [=we behave 
with politeness towards each other] whenever we meet. 
Am-er-asian / l 2em3 , rei33n/ noun, pi -asians [count] : a 
person who has one parent from the U.S. (such as a father 
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who served in the armed forces) and one parent from Asia 
1 American /a'merakan/ noun, pi -cans [count] 

1 : a person bom, raised, or living in the U.S. ■ Americans in 
all 50 states ■ The President's speech began with the words 
“My fellow Americans ...” 

2 : a person bom, raised, or living in North America or 
South America — see also native American 

2 American adj 

1 : of or relating to the U.S. or its citizens ■ American cul- 
ture/govemment/history ■ the American people ■ their Amer¬ 
ican friends 

2 : of or relating to North America, South America, or the 
people who live there ■ the American continents ■ a tropical 
American tree 

(as) American as apple pie see apple pie 

Amer-i*ca-na /^mera'kaina/ noun [noncount] : things pro¬ 
duced in the U.S. and thought to be typical of the U.S. or its 
culture ■ collectors of Americana ■ handmade quilts and oth¬ 
er pieces of Americana 

American cheese noun [noncount] : a mild cheese made 
in the U.S. from cheddar cheese 

American dream noun 

the American dream or the American Dream : a happy 
way of living that is thought of by many Americans as 
something that can be achieved by anyone in the U.S. es¬ 
pecially by working hard and becoming successful - With 
good jobs, a nice house, two children, and plenty of mon¬ 
ey, they believed they were living the American dream. 

American English noun [noncount] : the English lan¬ 
guage used in the U.S. ■ There are many differences between 
British English and American English. 

usage The term American English is only used in the U.S. 
when it is being compared to some other kind of English. 
English speakers in the U.S. generally refer to the language 
they speak simply as English. 

American football noun [noncount] : football la 

American Indian noun, pi ~~ -ans [count] : native 
American usage see native American 

Amer-i-can-ism /a'meraka.mzam/ noun, pi -isms [count] 
: a word or meaning that is common in U.S. English but is 
not common in the kinds of English spoken outside the U.S. 

Amer-i-can-ize also Brit Amer-i-can-ise /a'merak^naiz/ 
verb -iz-es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ obf] : to make (something or 
someone) American : to cause (something or someone) to 
have American characteristics ■ The editors of the book de¬ 
cided to Americanize the spelling. 

- Amer-i-can-i-za-tion also Brit Amer-i-can-i-sa-tion 

/a.merakana'zeijan, Brit a.meraka.nai'zeijan/ noun [non¬ 
count] ■ the Americanization of cultures around the world 
- Americanized also Brit Americanised adj [more 
most ~] - The longer she stays in the U.S., the more Ameri¬ 
canized she becomes. ■ an Americanized city 
American League noun 

the American League : one of the two major leagues in 
professional U.S. baseball In the American League, the 
designated hitter bats in place of the pitcher. — compare 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

American Revolution noun 
the American Revolution : the war of 1775-83 in which 13 
British colonies in North America broke free from British 
rule and became the United States of America — called 
also (<chiefly Brit) American War of Independence 

American Sign Language noun [noncount]: a kind of 
sign language used in the U.S. and Canada 

Am*er*in*di«an Azema'nndijan/ noun, pi -ians [count] 

: NATIVE AMERICAN 

— Amerindian adj ■ Amerindian cultures/languages/popu¬ 
lation 

am-e-thyst /'zemaGast/ noun, pi -thysts 

1 [count] : a clear purple or bluish-purple stone that is used 
as a gem — see color picture on page Cl 1 

2 [noncount] : a medium purple color — see color picture 
on page C3 

- amethyst adj 

ami-a-ble /'eimijabal/ adj [more most ~] : friendly and 
pleasant ■ Everyone knew him as an amiable fellow. ■ She 
had an amiable conversation with her friend. 

— ami-a-bil-i-ty /.eimia'bilari/ noun [noncount] the amia¬ 
bility of their conversation [singular] She has a warm ami¬ 
ability. — ami-a-bly /'eimijabli/ adv - They chatted amia¬ 
bly with one another. 


am-i-ca-ble /'zemikabal/ adj [more most ~]: showing a 
polite and friendly desire to avoid disagreement and argu¬ 
ment ■ The discussions were amicable. ■ They reached an 
amicable agreement. 

— am-i-ca-bil-i-ty /.aemika'bilati/ noun [noncount] — am-i- 
ca-bly /'zemikabli/ adv • They met and settled the prob¬ 
lem amicably. 

amid /a'mid/ or amidst /a'midst/ prep : in or into the mid¬ 
dle of (something) - It was hard to hear amid all the cheering. 
■ The investigation comes amid growing concerns. ■ Amid 
such changes, one thing stayed the same. ■ Amidst [=during] 
all the fighting there still remained a steady hope for peace. ■ 
He managed to escape amid the confusion. ■ There was a sin¬ 
gle dark bird amid a flock of white pigeons, 
amid-ships /a'rnidiJips/ adv : in or near the middle of a 
ship ■ The berths are located amidships. 
ami-go /a'mi.gou/ noun.pl -gos [count] chiefly US, informal 
: friend ■ What’s new, amigo ? ^ Amigo is the Spanish word 
for “friend.” 

ami-no acid /a , mi:nou-/ noun, pi ~~ acids [count] biology 
: any one of many acids that occur naturally in living things 
and that include some which form proteins 
Amish /'armij/ adj ' of or relating to a Christian religious 
group whose members settled in America chiefly in the 18th 
century and continue to live in a traditional way on farms ■ 
an Amish community/farmer 

— Amish noun [plural] ■ a tradition among the Amish ■ the 
Amish who live nearby 

1 amiSS /a'mis/ adj, not used before a noun : not proper or cor¬ 
rect : WRONG - Something is amiss here. ■ Some of his as¬ 
sumptions are amiss. • The doctor's examination showed 
that nothing was amiss. • A special award for her perfor¬ 
mance would not be amiss . [=would be proper] 

2 amiSS adv : in the wrong way ■ Now, don’t take this remark 
amiss. [=don’t misunderstand this remark] ■ (Brit) A little 
more encouragement would not come/go amiss. [=would 
not be unwelcome; would be proper, helpful, or appropriate] 
am-i-ty /'zeinab/ noun [noncount] formal: a feeling of friend¬ 
ship : friendly relations between nations or groups - an era of 
international amity 

am-mo /'zemou/ noun [noncount] informal : ammunition ■ 
The soldiers ran out of ammo. 

am-mo-nia /a'mounja/ noun [noncount] : a colorless gas or 
liquid that has a strong smell and taste and that is used espe¬ 
cially in cleaning products 

am-mu-ni-tion Azemja'nijan/ noun [noncount] : the ob¬ 
jects (such as bullets and shells) that are shot from weapons ■ 
The troops were supplied with weapons and ammunition. — 
often used figuratively ■ She had the ammunition to prove 
her case. [=she had the evidence she needed to prove her 
case] ■ His foolish statements provided his opponents with 
more ammunition to use against him in the campaign, 
am-ne-sia /zem'ni^a/ noun [noncount] medical : a condi¬ 
tion in which a person is unable to remember things because 
of brain injury, shock, or illness 

— am-ne-si-ac /zem'niisi.zek/ adj ■ an amnesiac patient 
— amnesiac noun, pi -acs [count] ■ a movie about a 
friendless amnesiac [=a person who has amnesia] 

am-nes-ty /'zemnasti/ noun, pi -ties : a decision that a 
group of people will not be punished or that a group of pris¬ 
oners will be allowed to go free [noncount] The government 
gave/granted amnesty to/for all political prisoners. ■ Illegal 
immigrants who came into the country before 1982 were 
granted/given amnesty, [count] — usually singular ■ The 
government gave/granted a general amnesty to/for all politi¬ 
cal prisoners. ■ The library declared an amnesty from fines 
for all books that are returned on Thursday. 

— amnesty verb -ties; -tied; -ty-ing [+ obj] ■ The govern¬ 
ment amnestied all political prisoners. 

am-nio-cen-te-sis Azemnijot^senHksas/ noun, pi -te-ses 
/-'ti:,si:z/ [count] medical : a test that is done to check for 
possible health problems in a baby that is not yet bom 
amoe-ba also US ame-ba /a'miiba/ noun, pi -bas or -bae 
/-,bi:/ [count] : a tiny living thing that consists of a single cell 

— amoe-bic also US ame-bic /a'miibik/ adj 

amok also amuck /a'mAk/ adv : in a wild or uncontrolled 
manner — used in the phrase run amok • After the attack, 
the looters were running amok. • The virus ran amok. • Con¬ 
ditions had allowed extremism to run amok. 
among /a'mAj]/ also amongst /a'mAijst/ prep 
1 : in or through (a group of people or things) ■ The disease 
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spread quickly among the members of the community. • The 
house is nestled among the trees. ■ The ball was hidden 
among the leaves. • There were ducks among the geese. ■ 
There were several hecklers scattered among the crowd. 

2 : in the presence of (a group of people) • The leader was 
standing among [-amidst\ his supporters. ■ She enjoys spend¬ 
ing time at home among [-with] family and friends. ■ He lived 
among artists and writers. • The people of the town were 
frightened to think that a killer might be living among them. 

• Relax. You’re among friends here. l=the people here are 
your friends] When people do something among them¬ 
selves, they do it as a group without involving others. • The 
brothers are always quarreling among themselves, [-are al¬ 
ways quarreling with each other] • They were unable to 
agree among themselves. • We were joking among ourselves. 

3 — used to talk about the opinions, feelings, etc., of a group 
of people • There is much unhappiness among voters. 
[=many voters are unhappy] ■ attitudes that are common 
among older people [=attitudes that many older people have] 

■ There is debate among researchers about the causes of this 
disease. • a TV show that is popular among young women ■ 
He is known among his colleagues as a reliable worker. 

4 — used to indicate the group of people or things involved 
in or affected by something • The new policy has led to in¬ 
creased competition among local businesses. • There has 
been a high rate of illness among the children in this commu¬ 
nity. ■ No one among them expected to survive. 

5 — used to say that a person or thing is part of a larger 
group ■ He is among her greatest admirers. [=he is one of her 
greatest admirers] • He can be counted among the greatest 
players in the game’s history. ■ Among his good qualities is 
honesty. ■ He has many good qualities. Chief among them is 
his honesty. • Among other things she was president of her 
college class. • She met with the company’s president and 
vice president, among others. 

6 — used to indicate the group of people or things being 
considered, compared, etc. ■ They compared several new 
cars but found few differences among them. • We were al¬ 
lowed to choose (from) among several options. 

7 : in shares to each of (a group of people) • The property 
was divided equally among the four survivors. l=each of the 
four survivors received an equal share of the property] ■ The 
food was distributed among the people. 

8 — used to describe someone who is unusual or excellent in 
some way ■ He is an actor among actors. [=he is a great actor] 

• He was a giant among men. [-he was very famous, power¬ 
ful, successful, etc.] 

amor*al /ei'moral/ adj [more most ~]: having or showing 
no concern about whether behavior is morally right or 
wrong • amoral politicians • He is an amoral, selfish person 
pursuing his own goals. ■ a cynical and amoral way of com¬ 
peting for business — compare immoral, ‘moral 

— amo*raM*ty Aeima'raelati/ noun [noncount] • sexual amo- 
rality [=amoral behavior] • the amorality of his behavior 
— amonaMy /,ei'moral i/ adv • behaving/acting amorally 

am«0*r0US /'aemaras/ adj [more most ~\ : having or 
showing strong feelings of sexual attraction or love ■ an amo¬ 
rous woman ■ He has an amorous nature. • She was feeling 
amorous. • an amorous glance 

- am*o-rous*ly adv - am*o*rous*ness noun [noncount] 
amor-phous /a'moafas/ adj [more most ~] : having no 

definite or clear shape or form • an amorphous shape • amor¬ 
phous [=shapeless\ clouds • an amorphous segment of society 

— amor*phous*ly adv - amor*phous*ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

am-or-tize also Brit am-or-tise /'aema^taiz, Brit a'mo^taiz/ 
verb -tiz»es; -tlzed; -tiz*ing [+ obj] business : to pay money 
that is owed for something (such as a mortgage) by making 
regular payments over a long period of time ■ amortize a 
debt/loan 

- am*or-ti-za*tion also Brit am*or*tl*sa*tion 

Asema'ta'zeijan, Brit as, mo: ,tai 'zeiJan/ noun [noncount] 

1 amount /a'maunt/ noun, pi amounts [count] 

1 : a quantity of something • The drug is not being produced 
in adequate amounts. — usually + of • They are not produc¬ 
ing an adequate amount of the drug. [=they are not produc¬ 
ing enough of the drug] • A considerable/fair/great/large/tre- 
mendous amount of research went into the report. ■ Be sure 
to add the right amount of salt. ■ She spent amazing/enor¬ 
mous amounts of time planning her garden. • There’s a cer¬ 
tain amount of truth to/in what you say. [=there is some 
truth in what you say] • The new law limits the amount of 


money a candidate can spend. ■ We have any amount of 
available resources. = We have a large amount of available 
resources. • No amount of money can make up for their loss. 
[=money cannot make up for their loss] 

2 : a quantity of money • What is the amount to be paid? • 
An amount was finally agreed upon. • The new law limits the 
amount a candidate can spend. ■ When he died we found he 
owed money to/in the amount of $250,000! 

usage Amount is chiefly used with noncount nouns. • He 
lost a large amount of money. • a minimum amount of ef¬ 
fort • They provided only a small amount of information. 
It is also sometimes used with plural count nouns, but this 
use is often criticized as an error. ■ There were a large 
amount of mistakes. Number is the usual word in such 
contexts. • a large number of mistakes ■ an increasing num¬ 
ber of problems 

2 amount verb amounts; amount«ed; amounting 

amount to [phrasal verb] amount to (something) 1 : to pro¬ 
duce (a total) when added together • The bill amounted to 
10 dollars. ■ They have debts amounting to thousands of 
dollars. ■ The number of people taking part amounted to 
no more than a few hundred. 2 : to turn out to be (some¬ 
thing or someone important, impressive, etc.) • The prob¬ 
lems didn't amount to much. [=the problems were not very 
bad] ■ I don’t think he’ll ever amount to anything. 
[=achieve success] 3 : to be the same in meaning or effect 
as (something) ■ acts that amount to treason ■ Anything less 
than total victory would amount to failure/failing. I=would 
be the same as failure/failing] 

amour /a'mua 1 / noun, pi amours [count] literary : a sexual 
relationship : a love affair; especially : a secret love affair • 
memoirs devoted to accounts of his amours 
amp /'aemp/ noun, pi amps [count] 

1 : ampere • a current of 15 amps = a 15-amp current 

2 informal: amplifier • He plugged his guitar into the amp. 
am*per*age /'aempncte/ noun [noncount] technical : the 

strength of a current of electricity expressed in amperes 
am*pere /'aeir^pia*, Brit 'asm,pea/ noun, pi -peres [count] 
technical : a unit for measuring the rate at which electric 
current flows • a current of 15 amperes — called also amp 
am«per*sand /'aempa-isaend/ noun, pi -sands [count] : a 
character & that is used for the word and • Mr. & [=and] 
Mrs. Joe Smith 

am*phet*amine /aem'feta^iin/ noun, pi -amines [count] 
: a drug that causes the nervous system to become more ac¬ 
tive so that a person feels more energy and mental excite¬ 
ment 

am»phib*i*an /aem'fibijan/ noun, pi -ans [count] 

1 : an animal (such as a frog or toad) that can live both on 
land and in water 

2 : an airplane or vehicle that can be used both on land and 
water 

am*phib-i«OUS /aem'fibijas/ adj 

1 : able to live both on land and in water ■ amphibious 
plants/animals 

2 : able to be used both on land and water • amphibious air¬ 
planes/vehicles 

3 : done by soldiers who are brought to land in special boats 
: carried out by land and sea forces acting together • an am¬ 
phibious assault/landing 

am*phi-the«a«ter (US) or chiefly Brit am-phi*the-a*tre 

/'aemfa.Bi.jata 1 / noun, pi -ters [count] 

1 : a large building with seats rising in curved rows around 
an open space on which games and plays take place 

2 : an area of level ground surrounded by hills ■ a natural 
amphitheater 

am-ple /'aempal/ adj arrvpier /'sempla 1 /; am-plest 
/'aemplast/ [also more most ~] 

1 a : having or providing enough or more than enough of 
what is needed • There was ample room for a garden. [=there 
was plenty of room for a garden] • They had ample money 
for the trip. • The police found ample evidence of wrongdo¬ 
ing. ■ There is ample parking at the stadium. ■ You will have 
ample opportunity/time to finish the test. ■ The light in the 
room is more than ample, synonyms see plentiful b 
: quite large • There was room for an ample garden. • an am¬ 
ple serving of pie 

2 — used to describe a person’s (especially a woman’s) body 
as being large in usually an attractive way ■ She has an ample 
figure. • a woman with an ample bosom 

— anvply /'aempli/ adv ■ These facts amply demonstrate that 
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something is wrong. ■ an amply stocked store ■ You will be 
amply rewarded for your efforts. [=you will be given a 
large reward for your efforts] 

am*pli*fi«er /'sempla^aja*/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a device 
that increases the strength of electric signals so that sounds 
played through an electronic system are louder ■ He plugged 
his electric guitar into an amplifier. — called also ( informal ) 
amp 

am*pli*fy /'ampl^fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to increase the strength of (an electric signal) ■ amplify 
a weak radio signal ■ a receiver that amplified the television 
signal b : to make (something, such as a musical instru¬ 
ment) louder by increasing the strength of electric signals ■ 
amplify an electric guitar 

2 formal : to give more information about (something, such 
as a statement) : to speak or write about (something) in a 
more complete way • I’d like to amplify [=expand on] my ear¬ 
lier remarks by providing some illustrations. 

3 : to make (something) stronger ■ using spices to amplify 
the flavors of the food 

— am.pli*fi*ca-tion Asemplafa'keijan/ noun, pi -tions 
[noncount] songs played with and without amplification ■ 
the amplification of a signal • The new rules require some 
amplification, [count] He started the meeting with an am¬ 
plification of the new rules. 

am-pli-tude /'zempla^uid, Brit 'zempla.tjuid/ noun, pi 
-tildes [count, noncount] technical : a measurement that in¬ 
dicates the movement or vibration of something (such as a 
sound wave or a radio wave) 

am-pule (US) or am-poule /'£em,pju:l/ noun, pi -pules or 
-poules [count] : a small glass container used to hold a fluid 
that is injected into someone through a needle 

am*pu*tate /'£empj3,teit/ verb -tates; -tat-ed; -tat-ing [+ 
obj] medical : to cut off (part of a person’s body) ■ His arm/ 
leg was badly injured and had to be amputated. 

— am-pu-ta-tion Asempja'teijan/ noun, pi -tions [count, 
noncount] 

am-pu*tee /,£empj3'ti:/ noun, pi -tees [count] : a person 
who has had an arm or leg amputated 

amuck variant spelling of amok 

am*U*let /'semjalat/ noun , pi -lets [count] : a small object 
worn to protect the person wearing it against bad things 
(such as illness, bad luck, etc.) 

amuse /a'mjuiz/ verb amus-es; amused; amusdng 

1 : to make someone laugh or smile : to entertain (someone) 
in a light and pleasant way [+ obj] His silly jokes amused the 
audience. = The audience was amused by his silly jokes. 
[=the audience found his silly jokes funny/entertaining/ 
amusing] ■ It amuses me to think of how he looked when I 
last saw him. ■ That joke doesn’t amuse me. [=1 don’t think 
that joke is funny] • The loss did not amuse the coach. [=the 
coach was not happy about the loss] [no obj] a funny story 
that never fails to amuse — see also amusing 

2 [+ obj] : to get the attention of (someone) in a pleasant way 
as time passes ■ We need to find something to amuse [= enter¬ 
tain, occupy] the children. = We need to find something to 
keep the children amused. [=we need to find something for 
the children to do so that they aren’t bored] ■ He amused 
himself with a game of solitaire. 

— amused adj [more most ~ ] ■ A faintly amused grin ap¬ 
peared on her face. ■ She looked slightly/very amused by/ 
at his appearance. ■ I was amused to learn the whole story. 
■ The coach was not amused f=was not pleased/happy] af¬ 
ter the loss. 

amuse-ment /a'mjmzmsnt/ noun, pi -merits 

1 [noncount] : the feeling of being amused or entertained ■ 
I’m reading this novel for amusement. ■ People found great 
amusement in his strange behavior. = His strange behavior 
was a source of great amusement. [=people were very 
amused by his strange behavior] ■ Several games were pro¬ 
vided for the education and amusement of the children. ■ 
Much to my amusement , his confident prediction of victory 
turned out to be completely wrong. [=1 was amused when his 
prediction turned out to be completely wrong] 

2 [count] : something (such as an activity) that amuses or en¬ 
tertains someone — usually plural 'plays,movies, and other 
amusements [=entertainments] ■ He had no time for amuse¬ 
ments and hobbies. ■ The park had many amusements , in¬ 
cluding two roller coasters. 

amusement arcade noun, pi ~ -cades [count] Brit: ar¬ 
cade 3 

amusement park noun, pi ~ parks [count] : a place that 


has many games and rides (such as roller coasters and 
merry-go-rounds) for entertainment 
amus-ing /d'mju:ziQ/ adj [more most ~]: causing laugh¬ 
ter or enjoyment : funny or enjoyable ■ There are some 
amusing [=funny] twists to the story. ■ a mildly amusing re¬ 
mark ■ He’s one of the most amusing people I know. ■ It was 
amusing to hear her tell the story. 

— amus-ing-ly adv • an amusingly written story ■ an amus¬ 
ingly named invention 

an /'sen, an/ indefinite article : 2 a — used before words begin¬ 
ning with a vowel sound • an oak ■ an hour 
an- see 2 a- 

-an or -ian also -ean noun sidfix : someone or something 
that belongs to ■ American [=a person who lives in or is from 
America] ■ Boston/an [=a person who lives in or is from Bos¬ 
ton] 

2 -an or -ian also -ean adj suffix 

1 : of or belonging to ■ American 

2 : characteristic of : resembling ■ Herculean [=resembling 
Hercules] ■ Mozartean ^characteristic of or resembling 
Mozart] 

ama-bol-ic steroid /^na'badik-/ noun, pi ~ -oids 
[count]: a drug that is sometimes used illegally by athletes to 
help them become stronger and more muscular 
anach-ro-nism /a'nsekra.nizam/ noun, pi -nisms [count] 

1 : something (such as a word, an object, or an event) that is 
mistakenly placed in a time where it does not belong in a sto¬ 
ry, movie, etc. ■ The novel is full of anachronisms. 

2 : a person or a thing that seems to belong to the past and 
not to fit in the present ■ He’s an old-fashioned politician 
who is seen by many of his colleagues as an anachronism. 

— anach-ro-nis-tic /3,n£ekr3'nistik/ adj [more most ~] • 
a politician whose values seem somewhat anachronistic 
— anach-ro-nis-ti-cal-ly /a^sekra'nistikli/ adv 

arva-con-da /.sena'kainda/ noun, pi -das [count] : a large 
South American snake that squeezes its victims to death 
anaemia, anaemic chiefly Brit spellings of anemia, ane¬ 
mic 

an*aer*0*bic Asena^oobik/ adj : not aerobic: such as a of 
exercise : strengthening muscles by forcing them to work 
very hard for a brief time ■ anaerobic sports/training ■ 
Weight lifting is an anaerobic exercise, b technical : not us¬ 
ing oxygen ■ Some bacteria are aerobic and others are anaer¬ 
obic. 

— an-aer-o-bi-cal-ly ^sena'roubikli/ adv ■ exercising 
anaerobically 

anaesthesia, anaesthetic, anaesthetist, anaes¬ 
thetize Brit spellings of anesthesia, anesthetic, anes¬ 
thetist, ANESTHETIZE 

an*a*gram /'sens,gram/ noun, pi -grams [count] : a word 
or phrase made by changing the order of the letters in anoth¬ 
er word or phrase ■ The word “secure” is an anagram of “res¬ 
cue.” 

anal /'einl/ adj 

1 biology : of, relating to, or located near the anus ■ the anal 
area 

2 [more most ~] informal : extremely or overly neat, care¬ 
ful, or precise : anal-retentive • He can be pretty anal 
about keeping his office neat. 

— anaMy adv 

an-al-ge'Sia /,2enl'cfei:33/ noun [noncount] medical : the 
loss of the ability to feel pain while conscious 
an*al«ge*sic AsenJ'cfeiizik/ noun, pi -sics [count] medical 
: a drug that relieves pain ■ a mild/powerful analgesic [=pain¬ 
killer] 

— analgesic adj ■ a drug with analgesic [=painkilling\ effects 
■ an analgesic drug 

an*a-log (chiefly US) or chiefly Brit an*a-logue /'2en3,la:g/ 
adj 

1 technical : of or relating to a device or process in which 
data is represented by physical quantities that change con¬ 
tinuously ■ Telephone lines carry data in analog form. ■ It re¬ 
ceives an analog video signal and converts it to a digital sig¬ 
nal. ■ an analog computer 

2 of a clock or watch : having hour and minute hands ■ an an- 
alog watch — compare digital 1 

analogous /a'raelsgss/ adj [more most ~ ] formal : sim¬ 
ilar in some way • I could not think of an analogous situa¬ 
tion. — usually + to ■ I could not think of a situation analo¬ 
gous to this one. • The telescope’s lenses are analogous 
[=comparable] to a person’s glasses. ■ Think of the process as 
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analogous to [-like] riding a bike. 

— anal-o-gous-ly adv 

an«a*logue or US an-a-log /'£en3,la:g/ noun, pi -logues or 
US -logs [count] formal : something that is similar to some¬ 
thing else in design, origin, use, etc. : something that is anal¬ 
ogous to something else • a modem analog to what happened 
before ■ the synthetic analog of a chemical found in a tropi¬ 
cal tree ■ a meat analogue such as tofu 
anal-O-gy /a'nselacfei/ noun, pi -gles 

1 [count] : a comparison of two things based on their being 
alike in some way ■ He drew/made an analogy between flying 
a kite and fishing. [=he compared flying a kite to fishing; he 
said that flying a kite was like fishing] 

2 [noncount] : the act of comparing two things that are alike 
in some way ■ coining new words by analogy to/with existing 
ones [=coining new words so that they are formed in a way 
similar to old ones] • reasoning by analogy 

anal—re»ten»tive /"einln'tEntiv/ adj [more —; most ~]: ex¬ 
tremely or overly neat, careful, or precise ■ My anal-retentive 
brother keeps records of everything that happens in his life. 
anal«v»sis /3*n£el3sis/ noun, pi -y-ses /-3,si:z/ 

1 a : a careful study of something to learn about its parts, 
what they do, and how they are related to each other [count] 
a scientific analysis of the data ■ make/do/perform a chemi¬ 
cal analysis of the soil ■ a detailed analysis of the bone struc¬ 
ture of horses [noncount] performing chemical analysis of 
the soil — see also systems analysis b : an explanation 
of the nature and meaning of something [count] The news¬ 
paper printed an analysis of each candidate’s positions. ■ 
That’s not a bad analysis of the situation, [noncount] It’s a 
problem that requires careful analysis. ■ a problem that de¬ 
fies analysis [=a problem that cannot be easily understood 
or explained] 

2 [noncount] : psychoanalysis ■ He has been in/undergo¬ 
ing analysis for many years. 

In the final analysis also in the last analysis : after con¬ 
sidering everything — used for a final statement or judg¬ 
ment that is based on what is most important in a particu¬ 
lar situation ■ It was a difficult decision but, in the final 
analysis , it was the right choice. 
an*a*lyst /'senalast/ noun, pi -lysts [count] 

1 : a person who studies or analyzes something ■ a financial/ 
legal/political analyst 

2 : psychoanalyst ■ My analyst felt that I was making 
good progress. 

an*a*lyt-i*cal AsensMitikdl/ or an>a*lyt*ic /.sena'htik/ adj 
[more most ~] 

1 : of or relating to the careful study of something : of or re¬ 
lating to analysis of something ■ The office managers were 
asking for more analytical reports. • analytical chemistry ■ a 
powerful analytical tool to determine the nature and extent 
of climate change ■ an analytical examination of the text 

2 : having or showing, skill in thinking or reasoning ■ devel¬ 
oping social and analytical skills in children ■ She looked at 
the room with an analytical [= critical] eye and saw where the 
changes were made. ■ She has a very quick analytical mind. 

— an-a*lyt*i*caMy /^ena'litikli/ adv 

an«a*lvze (US) or Brit an>a*lyse /'iena.laiz/ verb -lyz-es; 
-lyzed; -Iyz«ing [+ obj] 

1 : to study (something) closely and carefully : to learn the 
nature and relationship of the parts of (something) by a close 
and careful examination • analyze a problem ■ The data was 
recorded and analyzed by computer. • We took the sample to 
be chemically analyzed by a lab. ■ Researchers are busy ana¬ 
lyzing the results of the study. ■ The bacteria were analyzed 
under a powerful microscope. 

2 : to study the emotions and thoughts of (someone) by us¬ 
ing psychoanalysis: psychoanalyze 

— an-a-lyz-able (US) or Brit an-a*lys»able /'jena^aizabal/ 
adj 

an«ar-chic /se'na^kik/ adj [more most ~] : not following 
or having any laws or rules : wild and uncontrolled ■ anar¬ 
chic behavior ■ anarchic confusion 

— an»ar«chi*cal«ly /ge'na^kikli/ adv • behaving anarchi- 
catty 

an-ar-chism /'sena'ikizam/ noun [noncount] : a belief that 
government and laws are not necessary 
an«ar-chist /'asna-ikist/ noun, pi -chists [count] : a person 
who believes that government and laws are not necessary 

— an-ar-chis*tic Asenykistik/ adj [more —; most ~] ■ anar¬ 
chistic rebels 

an-ar*chy /'sen^ki/ noun [noncount] : a situation of confu¬ 


sion and wild behavior in which the people in a country, 
group, organization, etc., are not controlled by rules or laws 

■ Anarchy reigned in the empire’s remote provinces. ■ When 
the teacher was absent, there was anarchy in the classroom. 

anath«e*ma /a'nseGama/ noun, formal : someone or some¬ 
thing that is very strongly disliked — usually + to [non¬ 
count] ideas that are anathema to me [=ideas that I strongly 
dislike] • a politician who is anathema to conservatives/liber¬ 
als [singular] ideas that are an anathema to me 
anat*0*my /a'nstami/ noun, pi -mies 

1 biology a [noncount] : the study of the structure of living 
things ■ We had to take a class on/in anatomy. ■ a professor 
of anatomy b : the parts that form a living thing (such as an 
animal or plant) [noncount] the anatomy of birds ■ human 
anatomy and physiology [count] learning about the anato¬ 
mies of different types of birds 

2 [count] informal: a person’s body — usually singular ■ She 
wore an outfit that showed off various parts of her anatomy. 

3 [noncount]: the parts or causes that form or create some¬ 
thing ■ learning about the anatomy of an earthquake 

4 [singular] : a close study of the causes or parts of some¬ 
thing ■ The book is an anatomy of life in the inner city. 

- an-a-tom-i-cal /.sena'taimikal/ also US an-a»tom*ic 
Aaena'taimik/ adj ■ anatomical similarities between dino¬ 
saurs and birds ■ the anatomical structure of the eye — an- 
a-tom-i-caMy /,zen3'ta:mikli/ adv • anatomically correct 
dolls [=dolls that have body parts like those of actual peo¬ 
ple] — anat*o-mist /a'nsetainist/ noun, pi -mists [count] ■ 
a noted anatomist [=a scientist who studies anatomy] 

-alice /ans/ noun suffix : the action or process of doing 
something • avoid ance ■ performance ■ acceptance 
an*ces*tor /'aenjsesta 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] 

1 : a person who was in someone’s family in past times : one 
of the people from whom a person is descended ■ My ances¬ 
tors came to America during the 1800s. 1 Her ancestors were 
great sea captains. 

2 : an animal in the past from which a modem animal devel¬ 
oped • an ancient animal that was the ancestor of the modem 
horse 

3 : something in the past from which something else has de¬ 
veloped ■ The museum included an exhibit showing ances¬ 
tors of the modem computer. ■ several languages that are de¬ 
rived from a common ancestor • Latin is the ancestor of 
Italian and French. 

— an*ces-tral /sen'sestral/ adj ■ We returned to our ances¬ 
tral home [=the home of our ancestors] after many years. 

an-ces*try /'£en,sEstri/ noun, pi -tries : a person’s ancestors 
: the people who were in your family in past times [non¬ 
count] They claim to be of noble ancestry. • an Englishman of 
German ancestry = an Englishman who is German by ances¬ 
try » a person of unknown ancestry ■ She claims to be able to 
trace her ancestry all the way back to the earliest settlers. 
[count] They have different ancestries. 

1 an-chor /‘seqk »/ noun, pi -chors [count] 

1 : a heavy device that is attached to a boat or ship by a rope 
or chain and that is thrown into the water to hold the boat or 
ship in place ■ The ship dropped anchor in a secluded harbor. 
• Several yachts stood/sat/rode at anchor [=were held in 
place by an anchor] in the harbor. ■ The crew weighed an¬ 
chor [=lifted the anchor] and prepared to sail. 

2 a : a person or thing that provides strength and support ■ a 
star quarterback who has been the anchor [=the most impor¬ 
tant part] of a football team’s offense for many years ■ He de¬ 
scribed his wife as the emotional anchor of his life. ■ a local 
bank that has been the financial anchor of the community 
b : a large store that attracts customers and other businesses 
to an area (such as a shopping mall) • an anchor store 

3 chiefly US : someone who reads the news on a television 
broadcast : an anchorman or anchorwoman ■ a television 
news anchor 

2 anchor verb -chors; -chored; -chor-ing 

1 : to keep a ship or boat from moving by using an anchor 
[+ obj] They anchored the ship in the bay. [no obj] The ship 
anchored in the bay. 

2 [+ obj] : to connect (something) to a solid base : to hold 
(something) firmly in place — usually used as (be) anchored 

■ The cables of the bridge are anchored to the hillside. — of¬ 
ten used figuratively with in ■ Her authority is anchored in 
more than 20 years of experience. 

3 [+ obj : to be the strongest and most important part of 
(something) ■ a star quarterback who has anchored the 
team’s offense for many years 
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4 [+ obf] US : to read the news on (a television broadcast) 
: to be the anchorman or anchorwoman on (a news pro¬ 
gram) ■ She anchors the nightly news broadcast. 
an*chor*age /'sokancfe/ noun, pi -ag-es 

1 : a place where boats and ships are anchored [count] a 
safe/secluded anchorage [noncount ] an area of safe anchor¬ 
age 

2 : something that provides a strong hold or connection 
[noncount] A heavy metal ring provides anchorage for the ca¬ 
ble. [count] The ring serves as a secure anchorage. 

an*cho*rite /'£ei}k3,rait/ noun, pi -rites [count]: a religious 
person who lives apart from other people 
an*chor-man /'scijk^macn/ noun, pi -men /-,men/ [count] 
chiefly US : a man who reads the news and introduces the re¬ 
ports of other broadcasters on a television news program ■ a 
network anchorman 

an*chor«wom-an /'sqk^wuman/ noun, pi -wom-en 

/-,wiman/ [count] chiefly US : a woman who reads the news 
and introduces the reports of other broadcasters on a televi¬ 
sion news program ■ a network anchorwoman 
an-chO'Vy /'sn,tfouvi/ noun, pi an«cho*vies also ancho¬ 
vy [count] : a small fish that has a salty flavor ■ a salad 
topped with garlic and anchovies ■ pizza with anchovies 
an-cient /'em/ant/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : very old : having lived or existed for a very long time ■ 
The people in the village still observe the ancient customs/ 
traditions of their ancestors. ■ a grove of ancient oak trees — 
often used in an exaggerated way to describe an old ma¬ 
chine, person, etc. ■ We got a ride in an ancient truck. ■ an 
ancient bam ■ I never thought I’d feel ancient at age 31. ■ She 
finally decided to replace her ancient computer with some¬ 
thing more modem and up to date. 

2 : of, coming from, or belonging to a time that was long ago 
in the past ■ The practice was more common in ancient times 
than it is now. • life in ancient Egypt/Rome/Greece/China ■ 
the gods of the ancient Romans ■ ancient artifacts ■ She stud¬ 
ied both ancient and modem history. In informal use, 
something that happened long ago and that is not important 
any more is ancient history. ■ Our relationship is ancient his¬ 
tory. • Forget about the problems we’ve had in the past. 
They’re ancient history, synonyms see ‘old 

— an-cient-ly /'emjantli/ adv ■ a drink that was used an¬ 
ciently [=in ancient times] as a love potion 

an-cients /'emjants/ noun 

the ancients : the people who lived in ancient times : the 
people of ancient Greece and Rome ■ a temple built by the 
ancients ■ the gods of the ancients 
an*cil*lary /'£ens3,leri, Brit sen'silari/ adj, formal : providing 
something additional to a main part or function : extra ■ 
The company hopes to boost its sales by releasing ancillary 
products. ■ ancillary services/expenses — sometimes + to • 
These expenses are ancillary to the basic cost. 

-an-cy /ansi/ noun suffix : the quality or state of being 
(something) — used to form nouns from adjectives that end 
in -ant • dormancy • truancy ■ buoy ancy 
and /'send, and, an/ coni 

1 — used to join words or groups of words ■ We have ice 
cream and cake for dessert. ■ He’s feeling strong and healthy. 
■ She answered quickly and confidently. ■ He swerved and 
avoided an accident. ■ She’s the club’s secretary and treasur¬ 
er. ■ He walked into the room and sat down at the table. ■ an 
actor who is tall, dark, and handsome 

2 : added to : plus ■ 2 and 2 equals 4. 

3 a — used to describe an action that is repeated or that oc¬ 
curs for a long time ■ The dog barked and barked. ■ She cried 
and cried, b — used to repeat a word for emphasis ■ You 
and you alone are responsible for correcting these errors. ■ 
There were hundreds and hundreds of people there. ■ The 
project is becoming more and more expensive. ■ The work is 
getting harder and harder. 

4 a — used to describe actions that occur at the same time ■ 
They walked and talked. ■ We sat and waited for hours, b 

— used to describe an action that occurs after another ac¬ 
tion ■ They drove five miles and stopped to eat. ■ He prom¬ 
ised to come and didn’t. C — used to describe an action 
that occurs after and is caused by another action ■ I told him 
to go and he went. 

5 — used after go, come, try, write, etc., to indicate the pur¬ 
pose of an action ■ Why don’t you go/come and see her? 
[=go/come to see her] ■ I’ll try and do it. [=I’ll try to do it] ■ 
Promise that you’ll write and tell me [=wi1te to tell me] 
about your vacation. 


6 — used to indicate a choice ■ You have to choose between 
him and me. 

7 — used to start a new sentence or clause that continues or 
adds to a previous sentence or clause ■ These problems have 
been occurring for many years, as everyone acknowledges. 
And of course they are going to continue unless something is 
done. ■ Critics of the administration— and there many of 
them—have objected to the new plan. • “Well, I’ve spoken to 
him ...” “And?” “And he said yes!” 

8 a — used after hundred and thousand when saying a num¬ 
ber aloud ■ a/one hundred and twenty-four [=124] ■ two 
thousand and sixty-five [=2,065] b — used when saying 
aloud a number that is followed by a fraction ■ seven and 
three quarters [=7%] ■ One and a half years have passed since 
then. = A year and a half has passed since then. 

9 — used to indicate the point where two streets meet or 
cross ■ a restaurant located at (the comer of) Main Street 
and First Avenue 

an*dan*te /(Ciin'daintei/ noun, pi -tes [count] : a musical 
composition or a part of a musical composition that is 
played somewhat slowly 

— andante adj or adv • an andante movement ■ This piece 
should be played andante. 

and-iron /'sendjaja'n/ noun, pi -irons [count] : either one of 
a pair of metal supports that hold the wood in a fireplace — 
usually plural 

an*drog-y-nOUS /zen'drcucfeanas/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : having both male and female characteristics or qualities ■ 
an androgynous rock star ■ androgynous models/dancers 

2 : suitable for both men and women ■ androgynous clothes 

— an-drog-y-ny /sen'drcucfeani/ noun [noncount] 
an*droid /'zen,droid/ noun, pi -droids [count] in stories : a 

robot that looks like a person 

an*ec*dote /' 2 enik,dout/ noun, pi -dotes [count] : a short 
story about an interesting or funny event or occurrence • He 
told us all sorts of humorous anecdotes about his childhood. 

- an-ec-dot-al /, 2 enik'doutl/ adj [more most ~] • I en¬ 
joyed the book’s anecdotal style. ■ His conclusions are not 
supported by data; they are based only on anecdotal evi¬ 
dence. [=evidence in the form of stories that people tell 
about what has happened to them] — an-ec*dot«aMy adv 
■ Anecdotally , doctors report an increase in the disease. 

ane-mia (US) or Brit anae*mia /a'niimija/ noun [noncount] 
medical: a condition in which a person has fewer red blood 
cells than normal and feels very weak and tired — see also 
SICKLE-CELL ANEMIA 

ane-mic (US) or Brit anae-mic /a'ninnik/ adj [more ~; 
most ~] 

1 medical: relating to or suffering from anemia ■ The doctor 
told me I was slightly anemic. 

2 : not strong, forceful, or impressive : weak ■ The band 
played an anemic rendition of a classic love song. ■ Investors 
are worried about the stock’s anemic performance. • Offi¬ 
cials worried about anemic attendance at the shows. ■ Sales 
rose an anemic 0.5 percent last quarter. 

- ane-mi-cal-ly (US) or Brit anae-mi-cal-ly /a'nirmikli/ 
adv • The economy grew anemically last year. 

anem-O-ne /a'nemani/ noun, pi -nes [count] 

1 : a type of garden plant that has white, purple, or red flow¬ 
ers 

2 : SEA ANEMONE 

an*es-the-sia (US) or Brit an*aes-the-sia / ( senas l 0i:3a/ 
noun [noncount] medical : loss of feeling in a person’s body 
or part of the body through the use of drugs ■ The patient 
was given an injection to induce anesthesia. ■ patients who 
are under general anesthesia [=patients who have been giv¬ 
en drugs that make them unconscious and unable to feel 
pain] ■ The doctor removed the mole while the patient was 
under local anesthesia. [=the patient had been given drugs 
that took away feeling in only the part of the body where the 
doctor worked] 

an-es-the-si-0l-0*gist /,senas,Girzi'ailacfeist/ noun, pi 
-gists [count] US, medical : a doctor who specializes in an¬ 
esthesia and anesthetics : anesthetist 
an-es-thet-ic (US) or Brit an*aes«thet*ic /.senas'Qetik/ 
noun, pi -ics [count] medical: a drug that causes a person to 
lose feeling and to feel no pain in part or all of the body ■ The 
doctor gave him the stitches without an anesthetic. ■ The sur¬ 
gery required a general anesthetic. [=a drug that makes a 
person unconscious and unable to feel pain] ■ a local anes- 



anesthetist • Anglo-Saxon 


54 


thetic [=a drug that makes a part of the body unable to feel 
pain] 

— anesthetic (US) or Brit anaesthetic adj ■ the anesthetic 
properties of a drug 

anes-the-tist (US) or Brit anaes-the-tist /a'nesGatist/ 
noun, pi -tists [count] medical : a doctor or nurse who gives 
an anesthetic to a patient 

anes-the-tize (US) or Brit anaes-the-tize or anaes-the- 
tise /3'ncs03,taiz/ verb -tiz-es; -tized; -tiz-ing [+ obj) med¬ 
ical : to give drugs to (a patient) so that no pain can be felt 
: to give an anesthetic to (a patient) ■ The doctor anesthetized 
the patient by/with an intravenous injection. ■ She was anes¬ 
thetized before the operation. 

anew /a'nu:, Brit a'nju:/ adv, somewhat formal 

1 : over again : once more ■ He demonstrated anew that he’s 
not a good leader. ■ These problems must be dealt with anew. 

■ The process begins anew each spring. ■ Let’s stop for now 
and start anew [=; afresh, again] in the morning. 

2 : in a new or different form ■ The poem has been translat¬ 
ed anew for this new book. 

an-gel /'emcfcsl/ noun, pi an-gels [count] 

1 : a spiritual being that serves especially as a messenger 
from God or as a guardian of human beings ■ an angel from 
heaven ■ a merciful angel = an angel of mercy ■ the angel of 
death [=an angel that comes when someone dies] — see also 
GUARDIAN ANGEL 

2 informal : a person (such as a child) who is very good, 
kind, beautiful, etc. • Your son is such an angell ■ He’s not a 
bad kid, but he’s no angel. ■ Be an angel and get me a cup of 
tea, would you? 

— an-gel-ic /am'cfcelik/ adi [more most ~] ■ a child’s an¬ 
gelic face ■ an angelic voice ■ angelic behavior [=very good 
behavior] — an*gel*i-cal*ly /sen'cfeclikli/ adv ■ an angeli¬ 
cally behaved/beautiful child ■ She smiled angelically. 

angel food cake noun, pi ~ cakes [count, noncount] US 
: a soft and light white cake — compare devil’s food 
cake 

1 an«qer /*a;r)ga>/ noun [noncount] : a strong feeling of being 
upset or annoyed because of something wrong or bad : the 
feeling that makes someone want to hurt other people, to 
shout, etc. : the feeling of being angry ■ He couldn’t hide his 
anger with/at us. ■ You could hear the anger in his voice. ■ 
The group expressed/vented its anger over/about the compa¬ 
ny’s arrogance. ■ He said that he had/felt no anger towards 
the person who shot him. ■ He never raised his voice in an¬ 
ger. ■ She was shaking/trembling in/with anger. ■ He is not 
easily moved to anger. [=he does not become angry easily] 
synonyms anger, rage, fury, and wrath mean a 
strong feeling caused by displeasure, anger is a general 
word that applies to many different levels of emotion that 
may or may not be shown. ■ She kept her anger inside her¬ 
self. rage suggests loss of control because of great anger. 

■ They were screaming with rage, fury suggests a violent 
anger. ■ In their fury they smashed all the dishes, wrath is 
a slightly old-fashioned word that suggests a desire to pun¬ 
ish someone or to get revenge for something. ■ In his wrath 
the king ordered the rebels executed. __ 

2 anger verb -gers; -gered; -ger-ing [+ obj] : to make (some¬ 
one) angry ■ They were shocked and angered by the compa¬ 
ny’s arrogance. ■ He was angered to learn that he had been 
fired. ■ It angered me that she would say something like that. 

■ He’s a gentle man who’s not easily angered. 

an*gi*na /sn'cfeama/ noun [noncount] medical : a heart dis¬ 
ease that causes brief periods of intense chest pain ■ an at¬ 
tack of angina = an angina attack — called also angina pec¬ 
toris 

anglais see cor anglais 
anglaise see creme anglaise 

1 an»qle /'seqgal/ noun, pi an-gles [count] 

1 a : the difference between the direction of two lines or 
surfaces that come together : the space or shape formed 
when two lines or surfaces meet each other ■ The two lines 
form a sharp angle. = The two lines meet/intersect at a sharp 
angle (to each other). ■ The two lines meet at a 30-degree an¬ 
gle to each other. = There is a 30-degree angle between the 
two lines. ■ The lines are at sharp angles to each other. — see 
picture at geometry; see also right angle b — used to 
describe a surface that is not level ■ The hill slopes down/up 
at an angle of about 30 degrees, c — used to describe some¬ 
thing that leans or goes to the side rather than straight up or 
directly forward • The pole stood at an angle. ■ The road goes 


off at a sharp/slight angle to the right/left. ■ The rays of light 
shone through the window at an angle. 

2 : the position from which something is approached, 
looked at, etc. ■ Critics love the clever camera angles the di¬ 
rector used in the film. • She took pictures of the same scene 
from several different angles. • The soldiers were being at¬ 
tacked from every angle. 

3 : a way of thinking about, describing, or discussing some¬ 
thing ■ We need to approach the problem from a new/differ¬ 
ent angle. » They considered the question from all angles. • 
The reporter tried to work that angle into his story. 

4 chiefly US, informal a : a secret and often improper rea¬ 
son for doing something ■ I don’t trust that guy, but I can’t 
figure out what his angle is yet. b : a clever and often im¬ 
proper way of doing or getting something ■ a salesman who’s 
always looking for an angle [=looking for a way to convince 
people to buy the things he is selling] 

2 angle verb angles; an-gled; an-gling Aeoglig/ 

1 : to turn, move, or point something so that it is not straight 
or flat [+ obj] One spotlight was put high in the corner and 
angled [= pointed] down toward the floor. ■ The seats in the 
theater were angled so that we were looking almost straight 
up. ■ The road was angled down toward the river, [no obj] 
The road angled [=sloped] down toward the river. 

2 [+ obj] : to present (something, such as a news story) in a 
particular way or from a particular point of view ■ You 
should try to angle the story so that it appeals to younger 
readers. — often used as (be) angled ■ The story was angled 
to appeal to younger readers. 

— compare 3 angle 

3 angle verb angles; angled; angling [no obi ] 

1 : to fish with a hook and line ■ go angling for trout — see 
also ANGLER, ANGLING 

2 informal : to try to get what you want in a clever or indi¬ 
rect way ■ She’s been angling to get a promotion. — usually + 
for ■ She’s angling for a promotion. ■ They’re all angling for a 
place on the committee. 

— compare 2 angle 

angle bracket noun, pi ~ -ets [count] : either one of a pair 
of punctuation marks < > used to enclose written material 
an-gler /'serjgW noun, pi -glers [count] : a person who 
catches fish for pleasure : fisherman ■ a skilled angler 
An-gli-can /'ajrjglikan/ noun, pi -cans [count] : a member 
of the Church of England 

— Anglican adi ■ an Anglican bishop ■ the Anglican Church 
An-gll-can-ism /'ajpglika^izam/ noun [noncount] : the 

beliefs and practices of the Church of England 
an-gli-cize also Brit an-gli-cise /'sogl^saiz/ verb -ciz-es; 
-cized; -ciz-ing [+ obj] : to make (something or someone) 
English or more English ■ anglicize a French word/name ■ 
the word’s anglicized pronunciation/spelling ■ The cookbook 
anglicized many exotic dishes to make them easier to pre¬ 
pare. 

-an-gli-ci-za-tion also Brit an-gli-ci-sa-tion 

Aajrjglasa'zeiJan, Brit ,£ei3gl3,sai'zei/3n/ noun [noncount] 
an-gling /’a;ijglir)/ noun [noncount] : the activity or sport of 
fishing for pleasure ■ an angling adventure/expedition in the 
mountains 

An-glo Aeijglou/ noun, pi An-glos [count] chiefly US : a 
white person who lives in the U.S. and is not Hispanic ■ a 
committee with a mixture of blacks, Anglos , and Hispanics 

— often used before another noun ■ the town’s Anglo popu¬ 
lation 

An-glo- combining form : English or British ■ Anglo- 
American ■ AnglophWe 

An-glO—Amer-i-can /^rjglous'merskan/ noun, pi -cans 
[count] : an American whose family comes originally from 
England 

— Anglo-American adi 

An-glo-phile /*a;r)gl3,faj3l/ noun, pi -philes [count] : a 
non-English person who greatly likes and admires England 
and English things 

An-glo-phobe /'airjglsjfoob/ noun, pi -phobes [count] : a 
person who dislikes England and English things 

— An-glo-pho-bic Aajrjgla'foobik/ adi [more most —] 
An-glo-phone /'ajpgla^oun/ adi ' having English as the 

main language ■ the city’s Anglophone population ■ an Anglo¬ 
phone neighborhood in a French-speaking country 

— Anglophone noun, pi -phones [count] • a neighborhood 
that includes both Anglophones [=people who speak En¬ 
glish as their main language] and Francophones 

An-glO—Sax-on ^ajqglou'sajkssn/ noun, pi -ons 
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1 a [count] : a member of the Germanic people who con¬ 
quered Britain in the fifth century A.D. b [ noncount ]: the 
language of the Anglo-Saxons : old English • There are 
many words from Anglo-Saxon that survive in English today. 

2 [count] : a person whose ancestors were English 

— Anglo-Saxon adj ■ an Anglo-Saxon person ■ a white 
Anglo-Saxon Protestant ■ an Anglo-Saxon word 

arvgo-ra /seg'gora/ noun, pi -ras 

1 [noncount] : a kind of soft yam or wool that is made from 
the hair of the Angora goat or the Angora rabbit — often 
used before another noun • an angora scarf/sweater 

2 [count] : a type of cat, goat, or rabbit that has long soft hair 

— usually used before another noun ■ an Angora rabbit 
an»qry /'zeqgri/ adj an*gri*er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 a : filled with anger : having a strong feeling of being up¬ 
set or annoyed ■ I’ve never seen her look so angry. ■ An angry 
crowd gathered outside the courthouse. • I was angry that he 
had forgotten my birthday. ■ What made you so angry ? ■ He 
got/grew/became angry when he found out about their 
plans. — often + at or with • He was angry at/with her for 
staying out so late. ■ I was angry at/with him for forgetting my 
birthday. — often + about or over • She’s still angry about/ 
over the way she’s been treated. ■ Students are angry about/ 
over the increase in tuition. ■ What is she so angry [=(t/S r ) 
mad] about ? b : showing anger ■ He sent an angry letter to 
the company president. ■ They had an argument and ex¬ 
changed some angry words. ■ She gave me an angry look. 

2 literary : seeming to show anger : threatening or menacing 

■ The sea/sky grew angry. [=dark and stormy] ■ angry clouds 

3 : very red and painful ■ an angry rash/sore/scratch 

— an-gri-ly /'seqgrali/ adv ■ He slammed the door angrily. ■ 
She glared at us angrily. 

angst /'a:r)st, 'serjst/ noun [noncount]: a strong feeling of be¬ 
ing worried or nervous : a feeling of anxiety about your life 
or situation ■ a film about teenage angst 
an-guish /'seggwi// noun [noncount] : extreme suffering, 
grief, or pain ■ tears/cries of anguish ■ He experienced the an¬ 
guish of divorce after 10 years of marriage. ■ mental anguish • 
They watched in anguish as fire spread through the house. 

— an-guished /'seqgwijt/ adj [more most ~] ■ She 
looked at me with an anguished expression. ■ I will never 
forget their anguished cries. 

an*gu*lar /'seijgjal <r/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : having little flesh so that the shapes of your bones can be 
seen : thin and bony ■ He has an angular face. ■ She’s a tall, 
angular girl. 

2 : having one or more angles ■ The house is low and angu¬ 
lar. ■ an angular mountain peak 

— an*gu*lar*i*ty /i^erjgja'lerati/ noun [noncount] 

1 an»i»mal /‘senamal/ noun, pi -mats [count] 

1 : a living thing that is not a human being or plant ■ people 
and animals ■ the animals in the zoo ■ the plants and animals 
of the forest ■ She loves all kinds of animals. • pigs, chickens, 
and other farm animals [=animals that live on a farml — of¬ 
ten used to refer specifically to mammals as distinguished 
from other living things (such as fish and birds) ■ the plants, 
birds, and animals of the forest • furry little animals ■ wild/ 
domestic animals — see also pack animal, stuffed ani¬ 
mal 

2 : any living thing that is not a plant • Fish, birds, insects, 
reptiles, mammals, and human beings are all animals. • 
Dogs, like humans, are social animals. [=animals that live in 
groups] • studying the habits of the human animal [=the hab¬ 
its of human beings; the habits of people in general] 

3 : a person who behaves in a wild, aggressive, or unpleasant 
way ■ He’s a real animal. ■ You’re all behaving like a bunch of 
animals. — see also party animal 

4 somewhat informal : a person or thing of a particular kind 
• You want someone who will love you and give you every¬ 
thing you want but ask nothing in return? Let’s face it, 
there’s no such animal ! [=there is no person who will do that] 

■ Everyone wants a computer that always works perfectly, 
but there’s no such animal. ■ The sport has changed. It’s a 
very/completely different animal today. [=it’s very/complete¬ 
ly different today] • His wife has always been a political ani¬ 
mal. [=has always been very interested in politics] 

2 animal adj 

1 always used before a noun a : of or relating to animals ■ 
studying animal behavior ■ several different plant and ani¬ 
mal species ■ the other members of the animal kingdom [=a 
basic group of living things that includes all animals] ■ She’s a 
supporter of animal rights. [=she believes that all animals 


should be treated in a fair and kind wayl b ; coming from 
the bodies of animals ■ animal cells/bones/fat/skin ■ milk, 
meat, and other animal products 

2 : of or relating to the body and not to the mind ■ Their at¬ 
traction was animal [= physical ] rather than intellectual or 
spiritual. ■ animal instincts/passion/desires • People were 
shocked by the animal brutality of the attack. -C* Animal 
magnetism is a strong physical or sexual attractiveness. ■ 
Women were drawn to his animal magnetism. [=sex appeal] 
animal cracker noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a small cookie 
that is shaped like an animal 

animal husbandry noun [noncount] : a kind of farming 
in which people raise animals for meat, milk, eggs, etc. 

1 animate /'senamat/ adj, formal : having life : alive or liv¬ 
ing • The lecture was about ancient worship of animate and 
inanimate objects. — opposite inanimate 
2 an>i«mate /'■ena.meit/ verb -mates; -mat-ed; -mat-ing [+ 
obj] 

1 : to make (someone or something) lively or excited ■ A 
smile animated [=brightened] his face. ■ The writer’s humor 
animates the novel. 

2 : to make (something, such as a drawing) appear to move 
by creating a series of drawings, pictures, etc., and showing 
them quickly one after another : to make (something) ap¬ 
pear to move by using the process of animation • The film’s 
very realistic dinosaurs were animated on computers. 

an*i*mat-ed /'sena.meitad/ adj 

1 [more most ~] : full of life and energy • He became 
more animated [-excited, lively] as he described the project. ■ 
She gave an animated description of the project. ■ After din¬ 
ner, the discussion got more animated. 

2 : produced by the creation of a series of drawings, pic¬ 
tures, etc., that are shown quickly one after another : pro¬ 
duced through the process of animation ■ an animated film/ 
cartoon ■ Many movies for kids are animated rather than 
live-action. ■ animated characters 

— an-i-mat-ed-ly adv ■ She spoke animatedly about her 
son’s soccer game. 

an*i-ma»tion Asna'meifan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : a lively or excited quality • He talked with an¬ 
imation [=in an excited or animated way] about his vacation. 

2 a [noncount]: a way of making a movie by using a series of 
drawings, computer graphics, or photographs of objects 
(such as puppets or models) that are slightly different from 
one another and that when viewed quickly one after another 
create the appearance of movement ■ The animation for the 
film took over two years to complete. ■ The studio used com¬ 
puter animation for some of the special effects. — compare 
live action b [count] : a movie or brief scene that is made 
this way ■ The Web site has hundreds of animations you can 
download. 

— see also suspended animation 

an«i*ma*tor /'sena^eita-/ noun, pi -tors [count] : a person 
who creates animated movies and cartoons 
an*i-me /' 2 ena,mei/ noun [noncount] : a style of animation 
that was created in Japan and that uses colorful images, 
strong characters, and stories that have a lot of action 
an*i*mism /'sena^izam/ noun [noncount] : the belief that 
all plants, animals, and objects have spirits 
an*i«moS*i*ty Asena'mcrsati/ noun, pi -ties : a strong feel¬ 
ing of dislike or hatred [noncount] There has always been 
animosity [=hostility] between them. [=they have always dis¬ 
liked each other] ■ He felt nothing but animosity toward his 
boss. [=he disliked his boss very much] [count] We put aside 
our personal animosities so that we could work together. 
an*i*mus /'genamas/ noun, formal : a strong feeling of dis¬ 
like or hatred [noncount] my animus [=(more commonly) 
animosity] towards/against the organization [singular] She 
felt an animus against them. 

arvise /'senas/ noun [noncount] : a plant with seeds that are 
used in cooking and to flavor candies and alcoholic drinks 
ani*seed /'senas,si:d/ noun [noncount] : the seed of the anise 
plant 

an*is*ette Aaena'set/ noun [noncount] : a sweet alcoholic 
drink that is flavored with aniseed 
atvkle /'seijkol/ noun, pi an*kies [count] : the joint where 
the foot joins the leg ■ I hurt/twisted/sprained/broke my an¬ 
kle. ■ ankle boots [=boots that cover only the foot and ankle] 

— see pictures at foot, human 

ankle sock noun, pi -*■' socks [count] : a short sock that 
reaches slightly above the ankle — called also ( US) anklet ; 
see color picture on page C13 
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an-klet Aui;k],it/ noun, pi -klets [count] 

1 : a band, ring, or chain that is worn around the ankle — 
called also ankle bracelet 

2 US : ANKLE SOCK 
an*nals /'zenalz/ noun \plural\ 

1 : historical records — usually used in the phrase in the an¬ 
nals of m This event will go down in the annals of sports/war/ 
medicine. [=will be remembered as part of the history of 
sports/war/medicine] ■ He became a major figure in the an¬ 
nals of justice. 

2 : records of the activities of an organization — often used 
in the titles of publications ■ She used a quote from the An¬ 
nals of Family Medicine. 

an-neal /a'ni:I/ verb -neals; -nealed; -neal-ing [+ obj] 
technical : to heat and then slowly cool (metal, glass, etc.) in 
order to make it stronger 

1 an*nex /a'neks/ verb -nex-es; -nexed; -nexring [+ obj\ 
: to add (an area or region) to a country, state, etc. : to take 
control of (a territory or place) ■ The United States annexed 
Texas in 1845. ■ The government planned to annex the is¬ 
lands. 

— an*nex-a-tion /£e,nek'seij3n/ noun, pi -tions [count, 
noncount] 

2 an*nex {chiefly US) or Brit an-nexe /'ae,neks/ noun, pi 
-nex*es [count] 

1 : a building that is attached to or near a larger building and 
usually used as part of it ■ The addition will be used as an an¬ 
nex to the library. ■ We store our old files in the annex. 

2 chiefly Brit : a section or statement added at the end of a 
document: appendix ■ an annexe to the document 

an-ni«hi*late /a'najajeit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -lat-ing [+ 
obj] 

1 : to destroy (something or someone) completely ■ Bombs 
annihilated the city. ■ The enemy troops were annihilated. 

2 : to defeat (someone) completely ■ He annihilated his op¬ 
ponent in the last election. 

— an*ni-hi-la*tion /a.naja'leijan/ noun [ noncount ] ■ The re¬ 
gime is facing annihilation. ■ the annihilation of the city 

an-ni*ver*sa*ry /.sena'vasari/ noun, pi -ries [count] : a 
date that is remembered or celebrated because a special or 
notable event occurred on that date in a previous year ■ the 
anniversary of the invasion/attack ■ We are celebrating our 
fifth (wedding) anniversary this year. = We are celebrating 
the fifth anniversary of our wedding this year. ■ The exhibit 
will close on the 100th anniversary of the artist’s death. — of¬ 
ten used before another noun ■ an anniversary party/celebra¬ 
tion/dinner 

an-no«tate /'£en3,teit/ verb -tates; -tat-ed; -tatring [+ obj] 
: to add notes or comments to (a text, book, drawing, etc.) ■ 
He annotated the text at several places. ■ annotate a list 

— annotated adj • a fully annotated diagram 
an-no*ta-tion /^na'tei/an/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : a note added to a text, book, drawing, etc., as a 
comment or explanation ■ Without the annotations , the dia¬ 
gram would be hard to understand. 

2 [noncount] : the act of adding notes or comments to some¬ 
thing : the act of annotating something ■ the author's anno¬ 
tation of the diagram 

arvnounce /a'nauns/ verb -nounc-es; -nounced; 
-nouncdng 

1 [+ obj] : to make (something) known in a public or formal 
way : to officially tell people about (something) ■ The gov¬ 
ernment announced a cut in taxes. ■ They announced plans 
to move the company out of the state. ■ The company presi¬ 
dent has announced her retirement. ■ Their engagement was 
formally announced in the newspaper. — often + that ■ The 
government announced that there would be a cut in taxes. ■ 
A voice on the loudspeaker announced that the store was 
closing in 10 minutes. — sometimes used figuratively ■ The 
sound of the door slamming announced his departure. [=1 
knew he had left when I heard the door slam] 

2 [+ obj] : to say (something) in a loud and definite way ■ 
When everyone was sitting down, she abruptly announced 
[=declared] (to us) her intention to quit school. ■ He suddenly 
stood up and announced, “I’m leaving.” = He suddenly stood 
up and announced that he was leaving. 

3 [+ obj]: to say in a formal or official way that something or 
someone has arrived or is present or ready ■ She announced 
dinner [=said that dinner was ready] promptly at six o’clock. 
• Don’t enter the president’s office until you’ve been an¬ 
nounced. [=until the president has been told that you are 


there] ■ A man in a tuxedo announced each guest [=loudly 
told everyone the guests' names] as they arrived. ■ We only 
had to wait a few minutes before our flight was announced 
[= called] over the loudspeaker. 

4 [no obj] US : to say that you are a candidate for a political 
office ■ He is expected to announce for President [=to say 
that he is going to run for President] tomorrow. 

5 [+ obj ] US : to describe (a sports event) on radio or televi¬ 
sion : to be the announcer for (a sports event) • Do you 
know who's going to announce tonight’s game? 

an-nounce-ment /a'naonsmant/ noun, pi -merits 

1 [count] : a written or spoken statement that tells people 
about something : public or formal words that announce 
something ■ Many people were surprised by the govern¬ 
ment’s announcement that there will be a cut in taxes. ■ 1 
heard an announcement on the loudspeaker saying that the 
store was closing in 10 minutes. ■ The company president 
made an announcement about the merger. ■ He asked us to 
pay attention because he had an important announcement to 
make. ■ I saw their wedding announcement in the newspaper. 
■ Our program will pause now for a brief commercial an¬ 
nouncement. [=a television or radio commercial] 

2 [noncount] : the act of officially telling people about some¬ 
thing : the act of announcing something • They have been 
very busy since the announcement of their wedding. ■ We 
had to leave before the announcement of the winners, ^be¬ 
fore the winners were announced] 

an-nounc-er /a'naunsa-/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who gives information on television or radio ■ 
He works part-time as an announcer for a local radio station. 

2 : a person who gives information in a public place (such as 
a store or airport) especially using a loudspeaker ■ The race¬ 
track announcer said that the next race was about to start. ■ a 
public address announcer [=a person who makes announce¬ 
ments over a public address system] 

3 US: a person who describes a sports event for television or 
radio ■ The announcer said that the catcher had injured his 
shoulder. 

an*nov /a'noi/ verb -noys; -noyed; -noy*ing [+ obj] : to 
cause (someone) to feel slightly angry ■ Her constant chatter 
annoyed [=iiritated] all of us. ■ 1 was annoyed [-upset, both¬ 
ered] by his question. 

— annoyed adj [more —; most ~] ■ She is annoyed at/with 
me. • She looked at him with a very annoyed expression. ■ 
He was annoyed (to realize) that he had forgotten his wal¬ 
let. — annoying adj [more —; most ~] ■ He has several an¬ 
noying [-irritating] habits. ■ That noise is very annoying. 
— an-noy-ing-ly adv ■ She can be annoyingly sweet. 

an-noy-ance /a'nojans/ noun, pi -anc*es 

1 [noncount] : slight anger : the feeling of being annoyed ■ 
She expressed annoyance at the slow service. ■ They were 
late again, (much) fo our annoyance. [=it annoyed us that 
they were late again] ■ She shook her head in annoyance. [=in 
a way that showed she was annoyed] 

2 [count] : something that causes feelings of slight anger or 
irritation : a source of annoyance ■ The long wait at the res¬ 
taurant was a minor annoyance. [=/i uisance] 

1 an»nu»al /'zenjawal/ adj 

1 : happening once a year ■ The annual meeting is in July. • 
It’s time for your annual [-yearly] checkup. ■ The company's 
earnings for last year are published in the annual report. 

2 : covering the period of a year • We had more snow this 
year than the average annual amount. • The company charg¬ 
es an annual fee of $45. 

3 always used before a noun, of a plant : living for only one 
year or season : having a life cycle that is one year or season 
long ■ annual plants/herbs/flowers —compare 'biennial, 
'perennial 

— an-nu-aMy adv ■ We meet annually [-once a year] in July. 
■ Their earnings increase annually. [=every year] • A report 
of the company’s earnings is published annually. 

2 atlfilial noun, pi -als [count] 

1 : a plant that lives for only one year or season ■ We planted 
some annuals in front of the house. — compare 2 biennial, 
2 perennial 

2 : a book or magazine that is published once a year 
an-nU'ity /a'nuiati, Brit a'njuiati/ noun, pi -ities [count] 

1 : a fixed amount of money that is paid to someone each 
year 

2 : an insurance policy or an investment that pays someone 
a fixed amount of money each year ■ Part of her retirement 
income will come from an annuity. 
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an-nul /n'n,\l/ verb -nuls; -nulled; -nul-ling [+ obj] : to say 
officially that something is no longer valid : to make (some¬ 
thing) legally void ■ Their marriage was annulled. ■ annul a 
contract/vote/election 

— an-nul-ment /a'nAlmant/ noun, pi -merits [count] They 
wanted an annulment of their marriage, [noncount] The 
couple has filed for annulment. 

annum see per annum 
An*nun*Ci*a*tion /3,nAnsi'eij3n/ noun 
the Annunciation: March 25 celebrated as a Christian festi¬ 
val in memory of the announcement to the Virgin Mary 
that she would be the mother of Christ 
an*ode /'ae.nood/ noun, pi -odes [count] technical : the part 
of an electrical device (such as a battery) from which elec¬ 
trons leave — compare cathode 
an-O-dyne /'2en3,dain/ adj [more most ~] formal : not 
likely to offend or upset anyone ■ an anodyne [=innocuous] 
question about the weather 

anoint /a'noint/ verb anoints; anoint-ed; anointing [+ 

obj] 

1 : to put oil on (someone) as part of a religious ceremony ■ 
The priest anointed them (with oil). 

2 : to officially or formally choose (someone) to do or to be 
something ■ He anointed [=named, designated] her his suc¬ 
cessor. • The magazine anointed her the most popular actress 
of the year. 

— anoint-ment /a'nointmant/ noun [noncount] 
anom-a-lous /a'naimalas/ adj [more most ~] somewhat 

formal : not expected or usual ■ Researchers could not ex¬ 
plain the anomalous test results. 

— anom-a-lous-ly adj 

anom-a-ly /a'naimali/ noun, pi -lies [count] somewhat for¬ 
mal : something that is unusual or unexpected : something 
anomalous ■ A storm like that is an anomaly for this area. [=a 
storm like that does not usually happen in this area] ■ We 
couldn’t explain the anomalies in the test results. ■ The doc¬ 
tor detected an anomaly [= irregularity ] in my heartbeat, 
anon /a'nccn/ adv, literary + humorous : in a short time 
: SOON ■ I will answer his letter anon, 
ever and anon see ever 
anon, abbr anonymous; anonymously 
an-O-nym-i-ty Asena'mmati/ noun [noncount] : the quality 
or state of being unknown to most people : the quality or 
state of being anonymous • They are trying to protect their 
child's anonymity. • She enjoyed the anonymity of life in a 
large city. ■ She agreed to speak to the reporter only on con¬ 
dition of anonymity. [=only if her name would not be re¬ 
vealed by the reporter] 
anon-y-mous /a'nainamas/ adj 

1 : not named or identified • The donor wishes to remain 
anonymous. • An anonymous buyer purchased the painting. 

2 : made or done by someone unknown • The college re¬ 
ceived an anonymous gift. ■ He made an anonymous phone 
call to the police. ■ The reporter got an anonymous tip. 

3 [more most ~] : not distinct or noticeable : lacking in¬ 
teresting or unusual characteristics ■ She works in an anony¬ 
mous [=bland, nondescript] brick building. ■ His was just an¬ 
other anonymous face in the crowd. 

— anon-y-mous-ly adv ■ They made the donation anony¬ 
mously. 

an-O-rak /'zena^sek/ noun, pi -raks [count] 

1 : a jacket that has a hood and that is long enough to cover 
your hips 4- An anorak is usually worn to protect against 
wind and rain. 

2 Brit, informal + disapproving : a person who is extremely 
interested in something that other people find boring ■ polit¬ 
ical anoraks 

arvorex'ia /isena'reksija/ noun [noncount] : a serious physi¬ 
cal and emotional illness in which an abnormal fear of being 
fat leads to very poor eating habits and dangerous weight 
loss ^ Anorexia most commonly affects teenage girls and 
young women. — called also anorexia nervosa ; compare bu¬ 
limia 

— an-orex-ic Asena'reksik/ adj ■ an anorexic young woman 
— anorexic noun, pi -ics [count] ■ She’s an anorexic. [=a 
person suffering from anorexia] 

1 an-oUver adj 

1 : one more in addition ■ Should we open another bottle of 
wine? ■ Don't say another word. ■ It will take another two 
years [=an additional two years; two more years] to finish the 
building. ■ That’s another way of saying the same thing. ■ As 
far as I’m concerned, “frugal” is just another word for 


“cheap.” l=“frugal” means the same thing as "cheap”] ■ We 
had dinner at another one of the city’s many Italian restau¬ 
rants. ■ This is yef another example of government waste. • If 
you ask me, he’s just another overpaid athlete. [=he’s one of 
many overpaid athletes] 

2 : some other : different from the first or other one • We’ll 
plan to meet again (at) another time. ■ We’ll discuss this again 
on another occasion. ■ The view is very different when it is 
seen from another angle. ■ Please bring me another cup. This 
one is chipped. ■ Since his illness he has been another man. 
[=he has been very different from how he was before he be¬ 
came sick] • Tomorrow is another day. • the splendors of an¬ 
other age [=a past age] "I’m willing to help you, but if you’re 
asking for money, that’s another thing/matter/story. [=I’m 
willing to help you but that does not mean that I’m willing to 
give you money] ■ Complaining about problems is one thing, 
but finding solutions to them is another thing altogether/en¬ 
tirely. l=it is more difficult to find solutions to problems than 
to complain about them] 

3 : similar or equal to a particular person or thing ■ He 
thought of himself as another Napoleon. [=as a person who 
was like Napoleon] ■ The city advertises itself as another Las 
Vegas. 

another pronoun 

1 : one more of the same kind : another one ■ I’ve had one 
drink, but I think I’ll have another. • One copy of the letter 
was sent out, and another was placed in the files. ■ One thief 
carried a gun, another (carried) a knife. ■ This cup is chipped. 
Could you please bring me another ? ■ We had dinner at an¬ 
other of the city’s many Italian restaurants. 

2 : one that is different : someone or something else ■ She’s 
not comfortable living in another's house. [=in another per¬ 
son’s house] ■ Complaining about problems is one thing, but 
finding solutions to them is another. [=it is more difficult to 
find solutions to problems than to complain about them] • 
The family seems to move from one city to another. 

3 — used in phrases with one or (less commonly) some to re¬ 
fer to something that is not specified ■ We all do foolish 
things at one time or another. [=, sometimes , on occasion] ■ 
They had to change their plans for one/some reason or an¬ 
other. [=for some reason] "He vowed that he would succeed 
(in) one way or another. [=vowed that he would find a way to 
succeed] • a lock of one kind/sort/type or another [=some 
kind/sort/type of lock] ■ What with one thing and another, 
we still haven’t finished. [=we still haven’t finished because 
of various things that have happened] — see also one an¬ 
other 

one after another 1 : in a continuing series ■ The buses 
kept arriving, one after another. ■ One person after another 
walked out of the concert. 2 : each one in a continuing 
series ■ One after another of her friends got married and 
moved away. 

A. N. Other /iei,en‘A5?r/ noun, Brit, infoimal — used to re¬ 
fer to another person who is not known or named ■ The ru¬ 
mor was traced to Smith, Jones, and A. N. Other. 

1 answer/'aensas Brit 'ainsa/ noun, pi -swers 

1 [count] a : something you say or write when someone 
asks you a question ■ I asked him a simple question and he 
gave me a long and confusing answer. ■ I didn’t believe her 
answer. • They wouldn’t give me a straight answer to my 
question. - There will be a question and answer session [-a 
period of time when people can have their questions an¬ 
swered] following the speech, b : a response to a question 
that is meant to show whether or not you know something 
(such as a question asked as part of an exam) ■ I didn’t know 
the right/correct answer. • That is the wrong/incorrect an¬ 
swer. c : the correct response to a question ■ Do you know 
the answer to this question? ■ He knew the answers to only 3 
of the 10 questions. • The answers are listed in the back of the 
book. 

2 : something you say or write as a reaction to something 
someone else has said or done [count] I sent a letter of com¬ 
plaint but I never got an answer. [=response ] ■ I finally re¬ 
ceived an answer I =repty\ to my letter. ■ When I say some¬ 
thing to you I expect an answer. [=response] ■ I called out her 
name but I got no answer, [-reply] [noncount] In answer [=in 
response] to your request we are sending a catalog. 

3 [count] : something you do in response to something that 
has happened : a reaction to something — usually singular ■ 
I called several times but there was no answer. [=no one an¬ 
swered the phone when I called] ■ I got no answer when I 
called. • I knocked on the door but there was no answer. [=no 
one opened the door when I knocked on it] ■ The company 
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had no answer when its competitors lowered their prices. ■ 
When she called him a liar, his only answer was to walk out. ■ 
Our team had no answer for the other team’s strong offense. 
[=our team could not win because of the other team’s strong 
offense] 

4 [count] : a solution to a problem : something that makes a 
bad situation better • More money is not the answer (to our 
problems). • It’s a very difficult problem, and I don’t know 
what the answer is. • They don’t have answers for everything. 
= They don’t have an answer for everything. ■ For a tough is¬ 
sue like this there are no easy answers. • He thinks he has / 
knows all the answers. [=he thinks that he knows the solu¬ 
tion to every problem] <► Someone or something that is the 
answer to (all) your prayers provides you with something 
that you want or need. ■ If you’ve been wanting to get your 
schedule organized, this new software is the answer to (all) 
your prayers. ■ They were desperate to find a good lawyer, 
and they thought she might be the answer to their prayers. 

5 [count] : something or someone that resembles a well- 
known or successful thing or person — + to • The program is 
television’s answer to newsmagazines. [=the program is simi¬ 
lar to a newsmagazine] 

2 answer verb -swers; -swered; -swer-ing 

1 a : to say or write something when someone asks you a 
question : to give an answer to (a question) [+ obj] She an¬ 
swered all my questions. • He answered only three of the test 
questions correctly, [no obj] When the police asked him his 
name, he refused to answer. ■ She answered correctly/incor¬ 
rectly. b [+ obj] : to say or write (something) as a reply ■ 
When asked if she would run for office, she answered that 
she hadn’t decided. = When asked if she would run for of¬ 
fice, she answered “I haven’t decided.” C 1+ obj] : to reply to 
(someone) : to say or write something as a response to 
(someone) ■ When I ask you a question I expect you to an¬ 
swer met ■ Answer me this: where have you put my money? 

2 a : to write a response to a letter, e-mail message, etc. [no 
obj] I sent her a letter asking for her help, but she never an¬ 
swered. [+ obj] She never answered my letter. = She never 
answered me. b : to pick up (a ringing telephone) [no obj] 
The phone rang repeatedly, but no one answered. [+ obj] 
Would somebody please answer the phone? ■ answer a phone 
call C : to open a door when someone knocks on it [no obj] 
I knocked on the door but no one answered. [+ obj] No one 
answered the door. 

3 : to act in response to (something) : to react to (some¬ 
thing) by taking some action 1+ obj] I got the job by answer¬ 
ing a "help wanted” ad in the newspaper. ■ When the war be¬ 
gan, thousands of young men answered the call to arms, 
^thousands of young men joined the armed forces] ■ He an¬ 
swered her anger with indifference. [=he responded to her 
anger by acting indifferent] [no obj] The home team scored 
first but the visiting team answered quickly. [=the visiting 
team also scored soon after the home team scored] 

4 [+ obj ]: to say something in response to (something, such 
as an accusation) : to defend yourself against (something) ■ 
The police chief will appear in court today to answer charges 
of corruption. ■ answer criticism 

5 [+ obj ]: to be the same as (something): to be in agreement 
with (something, such as a description) ■ The suspect an¬ 
swered 1= matched] the description that had been given by the 
witness. — see also answer to 1 (below) 

6 [+ obj] : to be what is needed for (something) • We don’t 
have a sink, but this bucket will answer [=(more commonly) 
serve] the purpose. [=we can use this bucket as a sink] — see 
also answer for lc (below) 

answer back [phrasal verb] 1 somewhat informal : to reply 
to someone especially in a rude way ■ impolite children 
who answer back [=talk back] when their teacher corrects 
them 2 answer (someone) back : to reply rudely to 
(someone) • He became angry when she answered him 
back. 

answer for [phrasal verb] 1 answer for (something) a : to 
take responsibility for (something) ■ I can’t answer for their 
safety. [=1 can’t promise that they will be safe] : to be re¬ 
sponsible for (something) • The company will have to an¬ 
swer for any damage done by its employees. ■ She has a lot 
to answer for. [=she is responsible for many bad things that 
have happened] b : to be punished for (something) ■ He 
must answer for his crimes. C US : to be used as (some¬ 
thing) : to serve as (something) ■ The old bucket answered 
for a sink. [=the old bucket was used as a sink] — see also 
2 answer 6 (above) 2 answer for (someone) : to say what 
someone else thinks : to give the opinion of (someone else) 


• I like the proposal myself, but I can’t answer for my boss. 
answer someone’s prayers : to provide what someone 
hopes or prays for ■ They hoped that God would answer 
their prayers and restore their son’s health. ■ Their prayers 
were answered when their son’s health was restored. 
answer to [phrasal verb] 1 answer to (something) : to be 
the same as (something) : to be in agreement with (some¬ 
thing, such as a description) ■ The suspect answers to [^an¬ 
swers, matches] the description perfectly. — see also 2 an¬ 
swer 5 (above) 2 answer to (someone) : to be required 
to explain your actions to (someone) • He has to answer to 
a tough boss. 3 answer to a name If an animal, such as 
a dog, answers to a name , it responds when it is called by 
that name. • This dog answers to the name (of) “Rover.” 
This phrase is also used to refer to the name used by a per¬ 
son. ■ My uncle’s real name is “Edwin,” but he doesn’t an¬ 
swer to that name . He prefers to be called “Ed.” 

— an-swer-er /'ams^/ noun, pi -ers [count] 
an*SWer*able /'sensarabal, Brit 'amsarabal/ adj 

1 not used before a noun a : required to explain actions or 
decisions to someone ■ Political leaders need to be answer- 
able to [=accountable to] the people they represent. • a pow¬ 
erful businesswoman who seems to think that she’s answer- 
able to no one b : responsible/for something ■ The company 
is answerable for [^accountable for] any damage caused by its 
employees. 

2 : capable of being answered • an easily answerable ques¬ 
tion 

answering machine noun, pi ~ -chines [count] : a ma¬ 
chine that answers the telephone and records messages left 
by the people who call ■ I haven’t spoken to him yet, but he 
left a message on my answering machine. 
answering service noun, pi -vices [count] : a business 
that answers telephone calls and takes messages for the peo¬ 
ple and businesses that hire it • The doctor is not in the office 
now, but you can reach her answering service at this number 
if you have an emergency. 

an-SWer*phone / , 2 ensa*,foun, Brit *a:ns3,f3on/ noun, pi 
-phones [count] Brit : answering machine 
ant /'zent/ noun, pi ants [count] : a kind of small insect that 
lives in an organized social group • a colony of ants = an ant 
colony — see color picture on page CIO 
ants in your pants informal : a strong feeling of wanting to 
be active and not wait for something : a feeling of excite¬ 
ment and impatience ■ a little kid with ants in her pants 
1 -ant /ant/ noun suffix : a person or thing that does a specified 
thing ■ assisted/ ■ attend ant • immig rant • cool ant ■ pollut ant 
2 -ant adj suffix : doing a specified thing or behaving in a spec¬ 
ified way ■ propell ant ■ hesitortf ■ observa/i/ 
ant-ac-id /sent'sesad/ noun, pi -ids [count, noncount] : med¬ 
icine that prevents or lessens the pain caused by having too 
much acid in your stomach 

an-tag* 0 *nism /sen'tsega^izam/ noun, pi -nisms : a 
strong feeling of dislike or hatred : a desire to oppose some¬ 
thing you dislike or disagree with — often + between or to¬ 
ward [noncount] There is a long history of antagonism 
[= hostility, enmity] between the two nations. ■ The policy is 
creating antagonism [-opposition] between the staff and man¬ 
agement. ■ I never felt any antagonism [= animosity ] toward 
her. [plural ] The region has a long history of ethnic antago¬ 
nisms. 

an-tag-O-nist /am'tseganist/ noun, pi -nists [count] : a per¬ 
son who opposes another person - He faced his antagonist 
[=(more commonly) opponent, adversary] in a series of de¬ 
bates. 

an-tag-o-nis-tic /senjtsega'nistik/ adj [more most —] 
: showing dislike or opposition : showing antagonism ■ They 
found it impossible to deal with such antagonistic groups. — 
often + to or toward ■ Many people are antagonistic 1= op¬ 
posed, hostile] to the idea of making major changes to the 
building. ■ The two groups have always been antagonistic to¬ 
ward each other. ■ She was antagonistic toward the media. 

— an*tag-o-nis-tic-aMy /am^sega'nistikli/ adv ■ Many 
people reacted antagonistically to her comments. 

an-tag*0*nize also Brit an*tag*o-nise /2en't2eg3,naiz/ verb 
-niz*es; -nized; -niz-ing [+ obj] : to cause (someone) to 
feel hostile or angry : to irritate or upset (someone) • He 
didn’t mean to antagonize you. ■ Her comments antagonized 
many people. 

ant«arc«tic or Ant«arc*tic /amt'aa'ktik/ adi, always used 
before a noun : of or relating to the South Pole or the region 
around it ■ off the antarctic coast ■ The group is involved in 
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Antarctic Circle • anticipation 


Antarctic exploration. ■ Antarctic waters — compare arctic 

Antarctic Circle noun 

the Antarctic Circle : an imaginary line that goes around 
the Earth near the South Pole 

1 an«te /'senti/ noun, pi arvtes [count] : the amount of money 
that a player must bet at the beginning of play in a poker 
game — usually singular ■ The dealer called for a dollar ante. 
— see also PENNY-ANTE 

raise the ante or up the ante : to increase an amount or 
level: such as a : to raise the cost or price ■ The popular 
actor first demanded twice the salary offered him but then 
kept upping the ante, b : to increase the risk or possible 
harm that could result from something — often + on* The 
new law ups the ante on [increases penalties for] people 
who cheat on their taxes. C : to set a higher standard or 
goal — often + on • The film ups the ante on special effects. 
2 ante verb antes; an-ted; an«te*ing : to pay the amount of 
money required to start play in a poker game [no obj] Did 
everyone at the table ante? — usually + up ■ The dealer wait¬ 
ed until everyone had anted up before he dealt the cards. [+ 
obj] Everyone anted up a dollar. — often used figuratively ■ 
Parents are usually expected to ante up [-pay] for their chil¬ 
dren’s college education. ■ They had to ante up [=pay] $5,000 
to attend the senator’s banquet, 
ant e-prefix 

1 : before or earlier ■ ante date - ante natal 

2 : in front of ■ ante room 

ant*eat*er /'aent.iitay noun, pi -ers [count] : an animal that 
has a very long nose and tongue and eats ants 
an*te*beMum Asenti'belam/ adj, always used before a 
noun, formal : occurring in the southern U.S. during the 
time before the American Civil War ■ the antebellum South ■ 
antebellum society/houses 
1 an-te*ced*ent Aaento'skdant/ noun, pi -ents 

1 [count] grammar : a word or phrase that is represented by 
another word (such as a pronoun) ■ “John” is the antecedent 
of the pronoun “him” in “Mary saw John and thanked him.” 

2 [count] formal : something that came before something 
else and may have influenced or caused it ■ The events were 
antecedents of/to the war. [=the events helped to cause the 
war] ■ the antecedents of rap music [=music that came before 
and influenced rap music] 

3 antecedents [plural] formal: the people in a family who 
lived in past times ■ He is proud of his Scottish antecedents. 
[=(more commonly) ancestors] 

Antecedent adj, formal : earlier in time ■ These antecedent 
[=prior, previous] events affected the outcome of the war. 
an*te*Cham*ber /‘aenti,tfeimba 1 / noun, pi -bers [count] 
formal : anteroom 

an*te*date /'aenti,deit/ verb -dates; -dat-ed, -dat-ing [+ 

obj] formal 

1 : to give an earlier date rather than the actual date to 
(something) ■ antedate a check — opposite postdate 

2 : to be earlier or older than (something) : predate ■ The 
church antedates the village itself. — opposite postdate 

an*te*di-lu*vi*an /(Sentida'huvijan/ adj [more most ~] 
formal : very old or old-fashioned ■ an antediluvian automo¬ 
bile ■ He has antediluvian notions/ideas about the role of 
women in the workplace. 

an*te*lope /'aenti,loop/ noun, pi an*te-lopes or antelope 

[count] : an animal in Africa and Asia that looks like a deer, 
has horns pointing up and back, and runs very fast 
an*te*na*tal /,aenti'neit|/ adj, always used before a noun, 
Brit, medical : prenatal 

an*ten*na /aen'tena/ noun, pi -nae /-ni/ or -nas [count] 

1 : a thin sensitive organ on the head of an insect, crab, etc., 
that is used mainly to feel and touch things — sometimes 
used figuratively ■ a Senator with sensitive political antennae 
[=a Senator who is very aware of political issues and atti¬ 
tudes] *0" The plural of antenna in this sense is usually anten¬ 
nae. 

2 chiefly US : a device (such as a wire or a metal rod) for 
sending or receiving radio or television signals ■ a TV anten¬ 
na [=(chiefly Brit ) aerial] — see picture at car The plural 
of antenna in this sense is usually antennas. 

an«te*ri»or /aen'tirija*/ adj, technical : near or toward the 
front of something (such as the body) ■ the anterior part of 
the brain — opposite posterior 
an*te*room /'aenti,ru:m/ noun, pi -rooms [count] : a small 
room that is connected to a larger room and used as a place 
for people to wait before going into the larger room — 
called also antechamber 


an-them /'aenGam/ noun, pi -thems [count] 

1 : a formal song of loyalty, praise, or happiness ■ patriotic 
anthems — see also national anthem 

2 : a song that is important to a particular group of people • 
teen anthems 

— an*the«mic /,aen'Gi:mik/ adj ■ an anthemic song/chorus 
another /'aenGa 1 / noun, pi -thers [count] technical : the part 

of a flower that contains pollen 
ant«hill /'aent,hil/ noun, pi -hills [count] : a mound of dirt 
made by ants when building a nest 
an-thol-o-gy /aen'Ga:la<fei/ noun, pi -gies [count] 

1 ; a published collection of writings (such as poems or short 
stories) by different authors ■ an anthology of American po¬ 
etry 

2 : a collection of works of art or music ■ The band will be 
releasing an anthology of their earlier albums. 

an*thra*Cite /'aenGr3,sait/ noun [noncount] : a hard type of 
coal that bums slowly without much smoke or flame 
arvthrax /'aen,Graeks/ noun [ noncount ] : a serious disease 
that affects animals (such as cattle and sheep) and some¬ 
times people 

an-thro-poid /‘aenGra,poid/ adj, technical : resembling a 
human being ■ anthropoid apes 

— anthropoid noun, pi -poids [count] ■ gorillas and other 
anthropoids 

an*thro*pol* 0 *gy /,aenGra'pa:la<fei/ noun [noncount] : the 
study of human races, origins, societies, and cultures 

— an-thro-po-log-i-cal /.aenGrapa'lcucfeikal/ adj ■ anthropo¬ 
logical research — an*thro«po*log«i*caMy /,aen6rapa- 
'laicfeikli/ adv — an*thro*pol*o*gist /.aenGra'pailacfeist/ 
noun, pi -gists [count] 

an*thro*pO*morph*ic /(aenGrapa'moatfik/ adj 

1 : described or thought of as being like human beings in ap¬ 
pearance, behavior, etc. ■ a story in which the characters are 
anthropomorphic animals 

2 : considering animals, objects, etc., as having human qual¬ 
ities ■ anthropomorphic beliefs about nature 

an-ti /'aenti, 'aen,tai/ prep, informal : opposed to (something 
or someone): against ■ She’s anti big corporations, 
an-ti- /,aen,tai,,aenti; sometimes ,aenti before consonants! pre¬ 
fix 

1 : opposite to something • anticlimax ■ antisocial 

2 : against someone or something ■ antigovemment ^op¬ 
posed to the government] ■ antismoking ■ antiwar — often 
used with a hyphen ■ anti-American ■ anti-poverty ■ anti-gun 

— opposite PRO- 

3 : acting to prevent something ■ antibacterial ■ anti freeze ■ 
antitheft 

4 : fighting or defending against something • antiaircraft 
an*ti*air*craft /,aenti'easkraeft, Brit ,aenti'ea,kra:ft/ adj - al¬ 
ways used before a noun : used for defense against military 
aircraft ■ antiaircraft guns/missiles 

an*ti*bac*te*li*al /,aen,taibaek'tirijal/ adj : able to kill bac¬ 
teria ■ antibacterial soap 

an*ti-bi'Ot-ic /,aen,taibai'a:tik/ noun, pi -ics [count] medi¬ 
cal : a drug that is used to kill harmful bacteria and to cure 
infections 

— antibiotic adj • an antibiotic pill ■ antibiotic drugs 
an*ti*body /'aenti,ba:di/ noun, pi -bod*ies [count] medical 

: a substance produced by the body to fight disease 
an-tic /'aentik/ adj [more most ~]: very playful, funny, or 
silly • an antic comedian ■ antic humor — see also ANTICS 
an*tic*i*pate /aen'tisa,peit/ verb -pates; -pat-ed; -pat-ing 

[+ obj] 

1 : to think of (something that will or might happen in the 
future): expect ■ The cost turned out to be higher than an¬ 
ticipated. ■ They do not anticipate [-foresee] any major prob¬ 
lems during construction. ■ The hotel anticipated my every 
need. [=1 didn’t have to ask for anything because they al¬ 
ready provided it] ■ The author anticipated objections to his 
theory. ■ The organizers of the fair anticipate a large crowd. ■ 

1 did not anticipate having to pay for your ticket. ■ The boxer 
tried to anticipate [-predict] his opponent’s next move. 

2 : to expect or look ahead to (something) with pleasure : to 
look forward to (something) ■ He eagerly anticipated her ar¬ 
rival. 

3 formal : to do something before someone else ■ His use of 
composition anticipated later Renaissance paintings. = He 
anticipated later Renaissance painters in his use of composi¬ 
tion. 

an-tioi-pa-tion /aen^isa'peijan/ noun [noncount] 
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1 : a feeling of excitement about something that is going to 
happen ■ She had a feeling of great anticipation before her 
graduation ceremony. ■ He looked forward to the party with 
anticipation. ■ The actor’s fans were trembling with/in antici¬ 
pation [=excitement ] when his limousine drove up. 

2 : the act of preparing for something • They hired extra po¬ 
lice officers in anticipation of a big crowd [=because they ex¬ 
pected a big crowd] at the concert. 

— an-tic-i-pa-to-ry /aen'tisapa^ori, Brit £en,tis3'peitri, 
aen'tisapatri/ adj, formal ■ the anticipatory excitement be¬ 
fore a baseball play-off game • The town took anticipatory 
measures to prevent a flood. 

arvti-cli-max /,sen,tai'klai,masks/ noun, pi -max*es 
: something that is much less exciting or dramatic than it 
was expected to be : a dull or disappointing ending or result 
[count] The last chapter of the book was an anticlimax, 
[noncount] The movie ended in anticlimax. 

— an«ti*cli>mac'tic Aasn^aqklaj'masktik/ adj ■ The last 
chapter of the book was anticlimactic. ■ The trial was anti- 
climactic, since it ended without a verdict. 

an-ti-clock-wise Aasn^ai'klaik.waiz/ adj or adv, Brit 

: COUNTERCLOCKWISE 

ari'ti'CO'ag«U-lant Aas^ta^kou'asgjslsnt/ noun, pi -lants 
[count] medical: a substance that prevents blood from form¬ 
ing clots 

an*tiCS /'aentiks /noun [plural ] often disapproving : funny or 
playful actions or behavior "I’m tired of his childish antics. 
an-ti-cy-clone /,aenti , sai,kloun/ noun, pi -clones [count] 
technical : winds that turn around an area of high pressure 
and that often bring clear, dry air Anticyclones and cy¬ 
clones turn in opposite directions. 

— an«ti*cy*clon«ic Aaentisai'klaimk/ adj 
an-ti-de-pres-sant /,sen,taidi l prespt/ noun, pi -sants 

[count] medical : a drug that is used to relieve or prevent de¬ 
pression in a person 

— antidepressant adj ■ antidepressant drugs/medication 
an-ti-dote /*aenti,dout/ noun, pi -dotes [count] 

1 : a substance that stops the harmful effects of a poison • 
There is no antidote to/for this poison. 

2 : something that corrects or improves the bad effects of 
something • For him, racing motorcycles is a great antidote 
to boredom. 

arvti-freeze /'aenti,fri:z/ noun [noncount] : a substance that 
is added to the water in a vehicle’s engine to prevent it from 
freezing 

an-ti-gen /'aenticfesn/ noun, pi -gens [count] medical : a 
harmful substance that causes the body to produce antibod¬ 
ies 

an*ti*he-ro /'aen,tai,hirou/ noun, pi -roes [count] : a main 
character in a book, play, movie, etc., who does not have the 
usual good qualities that are expected in a hero 
an«ti»his»ta»mine /,aenti'hist3,mi:n/ noun, pi -mines 
[count, noncount] medical : a drug that is used to treat aller¬ 
gic reactions and colds 

an-ti-in*flam-ma-tO-ry /jsentijm'flaems^ori, Brit 
^ntijm’flasmatri/ adj, medical : used to control or reduce 
inflammation • anti-inflammatory drugs 

— anti-inflammatory noun, pi -ries [count] 
arvtMock /'aen^aijaik/ adj, always used before a noun 

: made to keep the wheels of a vehicle from causing a skid 
when the vehicle stops suddenly ■ Antilock braking systems 
give the driver greater control during a sudden stop. ■ an¬ 
tilock brakes 

an*ti*mo*ny /'aent3,mouni, Brit aen'timsni/ noun [noncount] 
technical : a silvery-white metal that breaks easily and that is 
used especially in alloys 

ari"ti'OX«i*dant Aaent^aikssdsnt/ noun, pi -dants [count] 
: a substance that is added to food and other products to pre¬ 
vent harmful chemical reactions in which oxygen is com¬ 
bined with other substances 

an-ti-pas-to Aaent^paistou, .asnt^psestou, Brit 'aenti- 
,paest3u/ noun [noncount] : a plate of cold meat or vegetables 
that is served especially as the first course of a meal 
an*tip«a*thy /aen'tipsGi/ noun, pi -thies formal : a strong 
feeling of dislike [noncount] There has always been strong 
antipathy between the two groups. ■ feelings of antipathy 
[count] The author's antipathies and prejudices are obvious. 

— often + to or toward ■ The author’s antipathy to/toward 
other cultures is obvious. 

— an»ti-pa>thet*ic Aaentips'Getik/ adj ■ antipathetic views/ 
feelings — often + to • He is antipathetic to change. 


an*ti*per-SOn*nel Aasn.taipa-ss'ncl/ adj, always used before 
a noun : made to kill and injure people rather than to de¬ 
stroy buildings, vehicles, etc. • antipersonnel land mines 
an-ti-per-spi-rant /(aenti'pa-sprsnt/ noun, pi -rants 
[count, noncount] : a substance that is used to prevent sweat¬ 
ing — compare deodorant 
An*tip*0-deS /aen'tip3,di:z/ noun 
the Antipodes chiefly Brit : Australia and New Zealand 

— an-tip-O-de-an or Antipodean /aen,tip3'di:j3n/ adj • an¬ 
tipodean destinations • her Antipodean friends [=friends 
from Australia or New Zealand] — antipodean or An¬ 
tipodean noun, pi -ans [count] 

1 an*ti*quar a i*an Aasnts'kwerijsn/ noun, pi -ans [count] : a 
person who collects, studies, or sells valuable old things — 
called also antiquary 

2 antiquarian adj : relating to the collection and study of 
valuable old things (such as old books) • antiquarian book¬ 
stores 

arvti-quary /'asnts.kweri, Brit 'asntskwsri/ noun, pi -quar- 
ies [count] : antiquarian 

an-ti*quat-ed /'aent3,kweit3d/ adj [more most ~] : very 
old and no longer useful, popular, or accepted : very old- 
fashioned or obsolete ■ antiquated [= outmoded, outdated] 
medical procedures ■ He has some pretty antiquated opin¬ 
ions about politics. 

1 ai1 a tique /asn'ti'.k I adj : belonging to an earlier period, style, 
or fashion : old and often valuable ■ antique furniture a an 
antique clock/car synonyms see ‘old 
2 antique noun, pi -tiques [count] : art, furniture, jewelry, 
etc., that was made at an earlier time and is often valuable a 
She collects antiques. • That car is an antique. — often used 
before another noun a an antique collector/dealer/shop 
an-tiq-ui-ty /aen'tikwsti/ noun,pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : ancient times ■ Greek/Roman antiquity • The 
town dates from antiquity. ■ late antiquity ■ A palace stood 
here in antiquity. 

2 [noncount] : very great age a a castle of great antiquity [=a 
very old castle] 

3 antiquities [plural ] : objects from ancient times ■ a muse¬ 
um of Roman antiquities 

an-ti-Sem-ite Aaen^ai'se^ait/ noun, pi -ites [count] 
: someone who hates Jewish people 
an-ti-Se-mit-iC Aasn.taiss'mitik/ adj [more most ~] 
: feeling or showing hatred of Jewish people ■ anti-Semitic 
literature ■ The group denied being anti-Semitic. 
an-ti-Sem-i-tism /.ae^tai'sems^izsm/ noun [noncount] 
: hatred of Jewish people 

an-ti-sep-tic Aaents'septik/ noun, pi -tics : a substance 
that prevents infection in a wound by killing bacteria 
[count] Clean the affected area with an antiseptic, [non¬ 
count] He applied antiseptic to the wound. 

— antiseptic adj ■ antiseptic cream/lotion/soap 
an-ti-so-cial /,aen,tai'souj3l/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : violent or harmful to people ■ Crime is antisocial. ■ antiso¬ 
cial tendencies/attitudes/behavior 

2 : not friendly to other people ■ My neighbor is antisocial. m 
She’s not being antisocial ; she’s just shy at parties. 

an-ti-tank /'Eent^tasgk/ adj, always used before a noun 
: used to destroy or stop tanks ■ antitank weapons 
an-tith-e-sis /aen'tiGasas/ noun, pi -e*ses /-a,si:z/ [count] 
formal 

1 : the exact opposite of something or someone a poverty 
and its antithesis [= opposite ], wealth — often + of m She is the 
antithesis of a politician. [=her character is the opposite of a 
politician’s] a His lifestyle is the antithesis of healthy living. 

2 : the state of two things that are directly opposite to each 
other — often + of or between ■ The poem reflects the antith¬ 
esis of/between good and evil. 

an-ti-theM-cal /jaenta'Getikal/ adj [more most —] formal 
: directly opposite or opposed a the antithetical forces of 
good and evil — often + to • The court’s ruling is antithetical 
to the very idea of democracy. 

awti-trust /,aentai'trASt/ adj, always used before a noun, law 
: protecting against unfair business practices that limit com¬ 
petition or control prices a antitrust laws ■ an antitrust viola¬ 
tion [=a violation of an antitrust law] 
aoti-vi-rus Aaenti'vairas/ adj ' used to protect a computer 
from viruses • antivirus software 
ant-ler /'aentte/ noun, pi -lers [count]: the horn of a deer or 
similar animal 

— ant*lered /'aentl^d/ adj • a deer with an antlered head 
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antonym ■ anything 


an-to-nym /'aent3,nim/ noun, pi -nyms [count] : a word 
with a meaning that is opposite to the meaning of another 
word • “Hot" and “cold” are antonyms. — compare syn¬ 
onym 

ant-sy /'sentsi/ adj ant-si-er; -est chiefly US, informal 

1 : impatient and unable to keep still ■ The children were 
getting antsy [=fidgety, restless] on the trip in the car. 

2 : nervous about what might happen • Investors are antsy 
[=anxious] as stock prices continue to decline. 

anus /'einas/ noun, pi anus-es [count] : the opening be¬ 
tween a person’s buttocks through which solid waste passes 
from the body 

an-vil /'senval/ noun, pi -vils [count] : a 
heavy iron block on which heated metal 
is shaped by hitting it with a hammer 
anx*i*etV /seij'zajati/ noun, pi -et*ies 

1 : fear or nervousness about what 
might happen [noncount] feelings of an¬ 
ger and anxiety ■ She suffers from chron¬ 
ic/acute anxiety. ■ He suffers from test 
anxiety. [=excessive fear about taking 
tests! ■ He’s been feeling a lot of anxiety 
about/over his new job. [count] — usu¬ 
ally plural ■ modem anxieties about ter¬ 
rorism ■ She discussed her anxieties with 
her sister. 

2 [singular] : a feeling of wanting to do 
something very much ■ She has always had an anxiety to suc¬ 
ceed. [=she has always been anxious to succeed] 

anXMOUS /'geijkjss/ adj [more most ~] 

1 a : afraid or nervous especially about what may happen 
: feeling anxiety • She feels anxious and depressed. ■ They are 
anxious [-worried, concerned] about their son’s health. ■ Peo¬ 
ple are anxious about the future. • They were anxious for 
their daughter. [=they were worried about what might hap¬ 
pen to their daughter] ■ He was anxious that the weather 
would not improve in time for the party, b : causing or 
showing fear or nervousness ■ We experienced a few anxious 
moments as we waited to hear the results of the test. ■ It was 
an anxious night as she waited for her children to come 
home. ■ an anxious moment ■ He was waiting at the door 
with an anxious expression/look on his face. 

2 : wanting or eager to do or have something very much es¬ 
pecially because of fear or nervousness ■ He was anxious for 
more news. — often followed by to + verb ■ She was anxious 
to succeed in school. ■ It was snowing hard and we were anx¬ 
ious to get home. ■ We were anxious to hear the results. 

— anx-ious-ly adv ■ Her parents waited anxiously for her to 
come home that night. — anx*ious*ness noun [noncount] 
■ feelings of anxiousness [=(more commonly) anxiety] 

1 any /'em/ adj, always used before a noun 

T*— used to indicate a person or thing that is not particular 
or specific • Ask any man you meet, and he will tell you the 
same thing. ■ Any one of them could have answered the ques¬ 
tion. ■ You can return the product if any defect appears with¬ 
in the first six months. • Any plan (at all) is better than no 
plan. ■ Any [-every] child knows that. [=all children know 
that] ■ He is as good as any other pitcher in the league. ■ We 
can meet any day but Monday. ■ You could have seen him 
any afternoon last week. ■ The recipe uses a large amount of 
pepper, and not just any pepper, but a special blend import¬ 
ed from India. ■ You have to be a member to go there. They 
won’t let just any person in. 

2 — used to indicate an amount greater than zero or none; 
usually used in negative statements, in questions, and in 
statements with if or whether • You haven’t eaten any salad. 
[=no salad has been eaten] ■ I can’t find any stamps. ■ Don’t 
pay any attention to him. • There is hardly any difference be¬ 
tween the two teams. ■ They dropped by without any warn¬ 
ing. ■ We don’t want there to be any misunderstandings. ■ 
The company has denied any [=alf] responsibility for the ac¬ 
cident. ■ There are few if any [=few or no] details about the 
accident. ■ Do you have any money? ■ He asked if/whether 
you had any money. ■ If there are any errors, report them to 
me. = Report any errors to me. ■ If you can give me any help. 
I’d appreciate it. = I’d appreciate any help you can give me. 

usage Some is used instead of any in positive statements. ■ I 
have some money. It is sometimes used instead of any in 
questions and in statements with if or whether. ■ Do you 
have some money? ■ If I had some money, I would spend it 
on books. 

any moment see moment 


any old see 'old 
at any cost see 'cost 
by any chance see 'chance 
go to any length/lengths see length 
in any case see 'case 
in any event see event 
2 any pronoun 

T: any one of the people or things in a group ■ She asked if 
there were any present who needed assistance. ■ The movie’s 
opening scene is as powerful as any I’ve ever watched. — of¬ 
ten + of* Any of them could answer the question. ■ He is tall¬ 
er than any of the other boys. 

2 : any amount ■ “I’d like some more coffee." “I’m sorry, but 
there isn’t any left.” ■ Is there any [=some] left? • I’ll see if 
there’s any [=some] left. — often + of ■ You have not eaten 
any of your salad. 

3 any adv : to the least amount or degree • The food there is 
never any good. ■ He won’t be any happier there than he was 
here. • I could not walk any farther. • Do you want any 
[=some] more pizza? • I can’t eat any more pizza. • If you 
want any [=some] more pizza, it’s in the fridge. • {US, infor¬ 
mal ) You certainly aren’t helping me any. [=at all] • We can’t 
ignore these problems any longer. [= anymore] [=we must 
stop ignoring these problems] 

any«body /'eniibaidi, 'eni,bAdi/ pronoun 

1 : any person : anyone ■ Did anybody call? • I don’t know 
how anybody can believe that. • I thought I heard someone 
outside, but when I looked there wasn’t anybody there. [=no 
one was there] ■ An accident like that could happen to any¬ 
body. ■ You have to be a member to go there. They won’t let 
just anybody in. ■ Everybody who’s anybody [=every impor¬ 
tant or well-known person] was there. • She arrived 10 min¬ 
utes before anybody else. [=before any other person] 

2 — used when asking a question that could be answered by 
any of the people in a group ■ Does anybody know where my 
keys are? [=do any of you know where my keys are?] • 
Would anybody like more coffee? 

any-how /*eni,hau/ adv, informal 

1 : anyway ■ It’s OK if we don’t go to the movie. I’m not 
that interested in seeing it anyhow. ■ What exactly did she 
mean by that anyhow ? 

2 chiefly Brit : in a way that is not organized or neat : in a 
careless way ■ The books were scattered anyhow [-every 
which way] around the office. 

any-more /.eni'mo^/ adv : in the recent or present period 
of time ■ I never see them anymore. ■ She used to live there, 
but she doesn’t live there anymore. [=she doesn’t live there 
any longer; she doesn’t live there now] 

usage Anymore is usually used in negative statements and 
in questions. ■ Does she live there anymore ? In some parts 
of the U.S. it is also used informally in positive statements. 

■ I’ve been seeing them a lot anymore. [=I’ve been seeing 
them a lot lately/recently] It is sometimes written any 
more. • She doesn’t live there any more. 

any*One /'Eni,wAn/ pronoun 

1 : any person : anybody ■ Did anyone call? • If anyone 
calls, take a message. ■ I don’t know how anyone can believe 
that. ■ An accident like that could happen to anyone. ■ I 
thought I heard someone outside, but there wasn’t anyone 
there. [=no one was there] ■ You have to be a member to go 
there. They won’t let just anyone in. ■ Everyone who’s any¬ 
one [=every important or well-known person] was there. ■ 
She arrived 10 minutes before anyone else. [=before any 
other person] 

2 — used when asking a question that could be answered by 
any one of the people in a group ■ Does anyone know where 
my keys are? [=do any of you know where my keys are?] ■ 
Would anyone like more coffee? — compare someone 

any-place /'Eni,pleis/ adv, US : 'anywhere 1 ■ I’ll go any¬ 
place you want. ■ I can’t find my keys anyplace. • I’m happy 
here and I wouldn’t want to live anyplace else. 
anything /'eni,©!!]/ pronoun 
1 : a thing of any kind ■ We were allowed to do anything we 
wanted to. ■ If you’re not sure what to say, just say anything 
that comes to mind. ■ She didn’t say anything at all. [=she said 
nothing at all] ■ That dog will eat almost/nearly/practically/ 
virtually anything. ■ We didn't talk about anything much. ■ 
The new stadium is spectacular. There’s never been anything 
like it. ■ She never does anything but complain. [=all she does 
is complain] ■ I’ll do anything I can to help. ■ They were ready 
for anything (that might happen). ■ You can’t tell him any- 
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thing about computers. He thinks he’s an expert. ■ I can’t 
think of her as anything but a good friend. [=1 can only think 
of her as a good friend] ■ He’ll do anything for a laugh. ■ I’d 
do/give anything to see her again. • He won’t take anything 
from anyone. [=he won’t allow anyone to mistreat him, to be 
rude to him, etc.] ■ She ate hardly anything. [=she ate almost 
nothing] ■ He said he was sorry, but that doesn’t really mean 
anything. ■ I don’t have anything against them. [=1 don’t have 
any reason for disliking them] ■ She thought it was funny but 

1 didn’t see anything funny about it. [=1 didn’t think it was 
funny at all] ■ They’ve been doing everything and anything to 
finish on time. = They’ve been doing anything and every¬ 
thing to finish on time. ■ The problems were caused by lack 
of time as much as anything. ■ She dresses conservatively at 
work, but on the weekends, anything goes. [=anything is ac¬ 
ceptable; there are no rules that have to be followed] 

2 : ‘something — used in questions * Would you like any¬ 
thing else? ■ Is there anything wrong? ■ Is there anything 
(good/interesting) on TV tonight? ■ ( informal ) Do you want 
some pretzels or anything ? [=or a similar thing] 
anything but : not at all ■ He looked anything but happy. 

[=he looked very unhappy] ■ Though he said he was happy, 
he looked anything but (happy). • This problem is anything 
but new. 

anything like 1 : at all like — used in negative statements ■ 
He doesn’t look anything like his brother. 2 or anything 
near : in any way : at all — used in negative statements ■ 
He doesn’t look anything like his brother. ■ The movie 
wasn’t anything like/near what I expected it to be. [=the 
movie was completely different from what I expected it to 
be] ■ We don’t have anything like/near e nough time. I=we 
don’t have nearly enough time] 
as anything informal : as any person or thing — used to 
make a statement more forceful ■ He was (as) calm as any¬ 
thing. [=he was very calm] ■ It was as obvious as anything 
[=it was extremely obvious] that she didn't want to go. 
for anything : for any reason — used in negative statements 
" I like my life, and I wouldn’t change it for anything, 
if anything see 'if 

like anything informal : very much : very forcefully * It was 
raining like anything. [=it was raining very hard] ■ She was 
hoping like anything that the weather would be good. 
more than anything : very much : very badly ■ I wanted to 
believe her more than anything [=1 very much wanted to 
believe her], but I couldn’t. ■ More than anything (in the 
world). I’d like to visit Paris again. [=the thing I most want 
to do is to visit Paris again] 

any-time /'enhtaim/ adv : at any time ■ You can call me any¬ 
time. I’m always home. ■ We should arrive anytime between 5 
and 6 p.m. ■ The bus should be here anytime now. ■ Things 
will not improve anytime soon. [=things will not improve in 
the near future] Anytime is sometimes used informally to 
say that you are willing to do something again at any time. ■ 
“Thanks for your help." “Anytime." 

anv»wav /'cni.wei/ adv 

1 : despite something that has been stated before ■ The road 
got worse, but they kept going anyway. ■ I didn’t expect her 
to say “yes," but I asked her anyway. ■ It makes no difference 
what we say. She’s going to do what she wants anyway. • He’s 
far from perfect, but she loves him anyway. 

2 — used to give added force to a question ■ How do they do 
it anyway? ■ What exactly does this mean anyway? ■ I can’t 
believe he acted so rudely. Who does he think he is anyway? 

3 — used to add something to a previous statement ■ It’s too 
expensive, and anyway [=and besides], we don’t have enough 
time to do it. 

4 — used to correct or slightly change a previous statement ■ 
I’ve never known him to be sad—not this sad anyway. ■ The 
movie wasn’t that bad. I liked it, anyway, even if no one else 
did. ■ For a brief time, anyway, they seemed to be happy. • 
The weather is expected to improve next week. Anyway, 
that's what I’ve heard. 

5 — used to indicate that something stated before is not im¬ 
portant ■ Don’t worry about being late. It doesn’t matter any¬ 
way. 

6 — used to introduce a statement that begins a new subject 
or that goes on to the next important part of a story ■ So, 
anyway, what do you want to do next ? m Anyway, I have to go 
now. I’m already late. ■ I must have fallen asleep at that 
point. Anyway, the next thing I knew, the phone was ringing. 

any*ways /'cni,weiz/ adv, US, informal : anyway ■ Who 
does that guy think he is anyways? ■ You’re late. Anyways, at 
least you showed up. 


1 any* where /'Eni^ea*/ adv 

1 : in, at, or to any place ■ This type of plant can grow just 
about anywhere. ■ It’s a small camera that you can take prac¬ 
tically/virtually anywhere. ■ They gave her permission to go 
anywhere she wanted to. ■ This kind of thing could happen 
anywhere. ■ You can sit anywhere you like. ■ He seems to be 
at home anywhere in the world. ■ I can’t find my keys any¬ 
where. ■ I’d know/recognize her anywhere. ■ They produce 
some of the finest wines made anywhere. • He never walks 
anywhere. He always drives. ■ I’ll take you anywhere you 
want to go. ■ I heard that she might be quitting, but she says 
she’s not going anywhere. [=she says that she’s staying] ■ This 
bird species is not found anywhere else in the world. [=the 
bird is not found at any other place in the world] ■ I wouldn’t 
want to live anywhere else. • These plants don’t grow just 
anywhere. They need lots of sun. — often used figuratively ■ 
His career isn’t going anywhere. [=his career is not making 
progress; his career is not becoming more successful; his ca¬ 
reer is going nowhere] ■ It seemed like a good idea, but it 
never went anywhere. [=it never produced any useful results] 

■ We’re working hard but we don’t seem to be getting any¬ 
where. I=we don’t seem to be making progress] ■ Arguing will 
not get us anywhere. [=arguing will not help us solve the 
problem] ■ Our efforts to get more information didn’t lead 
anywhere. [=our efforts were not successful] 

2 : ‘somewhere — used in questions ■ Did you go any¬ 
where while on your vacation? ■ Have you been anywhere 
else in Europe? 

3 — used to give added emphasis to near and close ■ The po¬ 
lice wouldn’t let us get anywhere near the accident scene. ■ 
The dog barks if you come anywhere near him. • The compa¬ 
ny hasn’t come anywhere near/close to meeting its goals. • 
We’re not anywhere close to being done. [=we’re very far 
from being done] • The movie was not anywhere near as good 
[=the movie was not nearly as good] as I expected it to be. 

4 — used to indicate a range of amounts, values, etc. ■ The 
house’s value is estimated at anywhere from $200,000 to 
$220,000. ■ The plants can live anywhere between 50 and 100 
years. ■ The procedure can take anywhere from/between two 
to four hours to complete. 

2 anywhere noun [ noncount\ 

1 : any place — usually used after from ■ It’s a short drive 
fiom anywhere in the region. — sometimes used figuratively 

■ They live miles from anywhere. [=they live in a place that is 
very far from other people] 

2 : Somewhere — used in questions ■ Do you know any¬ 
where I can buy cheap furniture? ■ Do you need anywhere to 
stay tonight? 

AOB abbr, Brit any other business — used at the end of a list 
of things to be discussed in a business meeting to indicate 
that new topics may be introduced 
A—OK Aeioo'kei/ adj, US, informal : entirely good or satis¬ 
factory : perfectly OK ■ Everything is A-OK. 

— A— OK adv ■ Everything is going A-OK. 

A1 /'ei'wAn/ adj, informal + somewhat old-fashioned : very 
good or excellent ■ The car’s in A l condition. 
aor*ta /ei'oate/ noun, pi -tas [count) : the large artery that 
brings blood from the heart to the rest of the body 

— aor-tic /ei'oa^ik/ adj ■ a tear in the aortic wall 

apace /a'peis/ adv : at a fast speed or pace : quickly ■ De¬ 
velopment on the project continued/proceeded apace. ■ 
growing apace 

apace with : going or advancing at the same rate as (some¬ 
thing) ■ The company has been struggling to keep/stay 
apace with [=fceep up with ] the latest developments. 
Apache /a'pjetfi/ noun, pi Apache or Apaches [count] : a 
member of a Native American people of the southwestern 
U.S. 

1 apart /a'pafrt/ adv 

1 : separated by an amount of space ■ He stood with his feet 
planted far/wide apart. ■ with legs apart ■ They live five miles 
apart (from each other). ■ The garage stands apart from the 
house. [=the garage is separate from the house] - He stood 
apart while the other members of the team celebrated. ■ 
They started fighting and it took four people to pull them 
apart (from each other). [=to separate them] — often used 
figuratively ■ She tried to keep apart from [=to stay out of] 
family arguments. ■ She has a quality that sets her apart from 
other singers. [=that makes her different from other singers] 

■ They were close friends once, but they have drifted/grown 
apart. [=they are no longer close friends] ■ They are far apart 
on most issues. = They are worlds/poles apart on most issues. 
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[=they disagree very much on most issues] • The neighbor- 
hood she lives in now is a world apart from [=is completely 
different from] the small town where she grew up. 

2 : separated by an amount of time ■ Their children were 
bom two years apart. 

3 : not together ■ My wife and I are unhappy when we’re 
apart. ■ They separated and have been living apart for the 
past year. 

4 : into parts or pieces ■ He took the clock apart. ■ The old 
couch is falling apart. = The old couch is coming apart at the 
seams. ■ blast/blow/break/fly apart • cut/pry/pull apart ■ rip/ 
tear/split apart 

5 — used to say that something is not included in a state¬ 
ment that follows ■ A few minor flaws apart [=aside], the 
novel is excellent. [=except for a few minor flaws, the novel 
is excellent] 

apart from 1 : not including (something) : with the excep¬ 
tion of (something) ■ The potatoes were a little salty, but 
apart from [=except for ] that, the food was very good. 2 
: other than (something) : besides ■ Apart from his work, 
his only real interest is baseball. ■ The work has value in it¬ 
self, quite apart from the good effects it produces. ■ I don’t 
like it. Apart from anything else, it’s too expensive. 3 
: separately from (something) ■ This problem needs to be 
considered apart from the other issues. 

2 apart adj, not used before a noun : separate or different from 
others ■ in a place apart ■ a man apart ■ Those athletes are a 
breed apart. [=they are not like other people; they are a spe¬ 
cial type of people] 

— apart-ness noun [noncount] 

apart*heid /a'paa-tteit/ noun [noncount] : a former social 
system in South Africa in which black people and people 
from other racial groups did not have the same political and 
economic rights as white people and were forced to live sep¬ 
arately from white people 

apart«ment /a'paa'tmant/ noun, pi -merits [count] 

1 chiefly US : a usually rented room or set of rooms that is 
part of a building and is used as a place to live • We lived in 
an apartment for several years before buying a house. 

— compare condominium, 2 flat 

2 Brit : a large and impressive room or set of rooms — usu¬ 
ally plural ■ the Royal apartments 

apartment building noun,pi ~ -ings [count] us : a large 
building that has several or many apartments ■ We lived in an 
apartment building for several years before buying a house. 

— called also (US) apartment house, (Brit) apartment block, 
(Brit) block of flats 

ap-a-thet*ic /.sepa'Betik/ adj [more —; most ~]: not having 
or showing much emotion or interest • Young people are be¬ 
coming increasingly apathetic. ■ a politically apathetic [= in¬ 
different , uninterested] generation ■ the apathetic attitude of 
the public ■ As a teenager, he was apathetic about his future. 
[=he didn’t care about his future] • Surprisingly, most Amer¬ 
icans are apathetic toward/about this important issue. 

— ap-a«thet*ic«al*ly /i^epa'Bctikli/ adv 

ap-a-thy /*2ep30i/ noun : the feeling of not having much 
emotion or interest : an apathetic state [noncount] People 
have shown surprising apathy toward/about these important 
social problems. ■ Many commentators are surprised by the 
apathy [= indifference ] of the country’s voters. • voter apathy ■ 
a culture of apathy [=a culture in which people do not care 
about things] [singular] People have shown a surprising apa¬ 
thy toward/about these problems. 

1 ape /'eip/ noun, pi apes [count] 

1 : a type of animal (such as a chimpanzee or gorilla) that is 


closely related to monkeys and humans and that is covered 
in hair and has no tail or a very short tail 
2 informal : a large and stupid or rude person ■ Her boy¬ 
friend’s some big ape she met at a party. 

— apelike adj [more most ~] 

2 ape verb apes; aped; ap-ing [+ obj] often disapproving : to 
copy or imitate (something or someone) ■ After years of ap¬ 
ing [=mimic/dng] the styles of famous artists, he has created 
his own unique way of painting. ■ She apes the speech and 
manners of the rich. 

3 ape adj 

go ape informal 1 : to become very excited ■ The kids go 
ape [=80 crazy, go wild] whenever they hear that song. 2 
: to become very angry ■ Mom really went ape [=went bal¬ 
listic, blew her top] when I got home late. 
aper-i*tif /3,per3'ti:f/ noun, pi -tits [count] : an alcoholic 
drink that people drink before eating a meal ■ They served us 
champagne as an aperitif. 
ap-er*ture /'sepatfa*/ noun, pi -tures [count] 

1 formal : a hole or small opening in something ■ We entered 
the cave through a narrow aperture. 

2 technical : an opening that controls the amount of light 
that passes through a lens (such as a camera lens) • The pho¬ 
tograph was taken using a fast shutter speed and a large ap¬ 
erture. 

apex /'ei,peks/ noun, pi apex-es [count] : the top or highest 
point of something — usually singular ■ the mountain’s apex 
[=peak, summit] — usually used figuratively • Tragically, she 
died at the apex [ =acme , high point] of her career/fame. ■ The 
excitement was about to reach its apex. 
aphid /'eifad/ noun, pi aphids [count] : a very small insect 
that harms plants 

aph*0*rism /'sefa^zam/ noun, pi -risms [count] : a short 
phrase that expresses a true or wise idea ; adage ■ When 
decorating, remember the familiar aphorism, “less is more.” 

— aph'O'riS'tic /,2ef3'nstik/ adj [more most ~] • her aph¬ 
oristic wisdom — aph-o*ris*tic*aMy A^efa'nstikli/ adj 

aph-ro*di*si-ac /.sefra'diizij^ek/ noun, pi -acs [count] 
: something (such as a food, drink, or drug) that causes or 
increases sexual desire 

— aphrodisiac adj [more most ~] ■ an aphrodisiac drug 
apiece /a'pi.s/ adv, always used after a noun ; for or to each 

person or thing : each ■ They’re selling tickets at/for 10 dol¬ 
lars apiece. [=each ticket costs 10 dollars] ■ His shoes weigh 
four pounds apiece. ■ She gave the kids a dollar apiece. [=she 
gave a dollar to each kid] 

aplenty /a'plenti/ adj, always used after a noun : in a large 
number or amount • There are books aplenty on this subject. 
[=there are many books on this subject] ■ We found mistakes 
aplenty in their story. Aplenty has an old-fashioned quality, 
but it is still commonly used today, 
aplomb /a'plaim/ noun [noncount] : confidence and skill 
shown especially in a difficult situation ■ He showed/demon¬ 
strated great aplomb in dealing with the reporters. — usually 
used in the phrase with aplomb ■ He’s handled the reporters 
with great aplomb. [=in a confident and skillful way] • She 
speaks French and German with equal aplomb. 
apoc-a-lypse /a'paikajips/ noun [singular] : a great disas¬ 
ter : a sudden and very bad event that causes much fear, 
loss, or destruction ■ His book tells of an environmental 
apocalypse. ■ fears of a nuclear apocalypse [=a disaster 
caused by nuclear weapons] 

the apocalypse : the end or destruction of the world espe¬ 
cially as described in the Christian Bible ■ Some people be- 
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lieved the apocalypse would happen in the year 2000. ■ 
waiting for the apocalypse 

apOC-a-lyp-tiC /s.paiks'liptik/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : of, relating to, or involving terrible violence and destruc¬ 
tion ■ No one listened to her apocalyptic predictions/warn¬ 
ings. ■ a less apocalyptic view of the future • an apocalyptic 
battle 

2 : of or relating to the end of the world • the apocalyptic de¬ 
struction of the world 

- apoc-a-lyp-tic-al-ly /aipaika'hptikli/ adv 
apoc-ry-phal /a'paikrafal/ adj : well-known but probably 

not true 1 an apocryphal story/tale about the president’s 
childhood 

apo-gee /'zepacfei/ noun [singular] 

1 formal : the highest point of something ■ The style reached 
its apogee [=(more commonly) apex, high point] in the mid- 
1960s. 

2 technical : the point in outer space where an object travel¬ 
ing around the Earth (such as a satellite or the moon) is far¬ 
thest away from the Earth — compare perigee 

apo-lit-i-cal Aeipa'litiksl/ adj [more most ~]: not politi¬ 
cal : not interested or involved in politics • Although both of 
her parents are politicians, she’s completely apolitical. • an 
apolitical scientific journal 

- apo-lit-i-cal-ly adv 

apol-o-get-ic /s^ails'cfeetik/ adj [more most ~]: feeling 
or showing regret : expressing an apology ■ We received an 
apologetic letter and a full refund from the company. ■ an 
apologetic smile • They were apologetic about the mistake. ■ 
She seemed almost apologetic about buying a new car. 

- apol*o*get-i*cal*ly /3,pa:l3'cfectikli/ adv ■ He smiled 
apologetically. ■ “I’m sorry I’m late,” she said apologetically. 

apol-o-gist /a'pailacfeist/ noun, pi -gists [count] : a person 
who defends or supports something (such as a religion, 
cause, or organization) that is being criticized or attacked by 
other people • the film industry’s apologists [=people who 
write and speak in support of the film industry! — often + 
for ■ an apologist for the film industry 

apOl»Q*qize also Brit apol» 0 «gise /3'pa:l3,cfeaiz/ verb -giz- 
es; -gized; -giz-ing [no obj] : to express regret for doing or 
saying something wrong : to give or make an apology ■ He 
apologized to his wife and children for losing his temper. • 1 
want to apologize (to you) for what I said. I didn't mean it, 
and I’m sorry if it hurt your feelings. • We apologize for the 
mistake and promise that it won’t happen again. ■ She 
doesn’t apologize for her lifestyle. [=she does not believe that 
her lifestyle is wrong] 
aPOl»Q«qy /s'pailscfei/ noun, pi -gies 

1 a : a statement saying that you are sorry about something 
: an expression of regret for having done or said something 
wrong [count] The company issued/delivered an official 
apology to its customers for its error. • Please accept our sin- 
cerest/humblest apologies for any problems we may have 
caused. ■ I demand an apology ! ■ I owe you an apology. = You 
deserve an apology. ■ a written apology • He made a public 
apology for his controversial remarks. ■ He refused to accept 
my apology. ■ She makes no apologies for her lifestyle. [=she 
does not believe that her lifestyle is wrong] ■ He offered no 
apology for his bad behavior. [=he didn’t say he was sorry for 
acting badly] [noncount] We received a letter/note of apolo¬ 
gy from the company. 1 Without apology [=without excusing 
himself or saying he was sorry], he got up and left the room, 
b apologies [plural] : an expression of regret for not being 
able to do something ■ Please give my apologies [= excuses ] to 
your cousin. I’m sorry that I won’t be able to come to the 
wedding. ■ I made my apologies and left. 

2 [count] formal : something that is said or written to defend 
something that other people criticize — +for ■ The book is 
an apology for capitalism. 

3 [singular] informal : a poor example of something — + for ■ 
He’s a poor/sad apology for a father. [=he’s a bad father] 

ap-o-plec-tic /.ajpa'plcktik/a*# 

1 [more most ~] informal : very angry and excited ■ an ap¬ 
oplectic basketball coach ■ She was positively apoplectic with 
anger/rage when she realized she had been cheated. 

2 medical, old-fashioned : relating to or caused by apoplexy ■ 
The patient suffered an apoplectic fit. [=suffered a stroke] 

ap-O-plexy / l 2ep3,pleksi/ noun [noncount] 

1 medical, old-fashioned : the sudden loss of the ability to 
feel or move parts of the body caused by too little blood go¬ 
ing to the brain : stroke 

2 informal : great anger and excitement ■ Her speech caused 


apoplexy among the audience members, 
apos-tate /3'pa:,steit/ noun, pi -tates [count] formal 
: someone whose beliefs have changed and who no longer 
belongs to a religious or political group 

— apos-ta*sy /s'paistssi/ noun [noncount] 

a pos-te-ri-o-ri /a l pou,stiri , ori/ adj, formal : relating to 
what can be known by observation rather than through an 
understanding of how certain things work - an a posteriori 
judgment/justification/explanation — compare a priori 

— a posteriori adv ■ You can’t justify what you did a poste¬ 
riori. 

apos*tle /s'pcr.soi/ noun, pi apos-tles [count] 

1 : any one of the 12 men chosen by Jesus Christ to spread 
the Christian religion • Christ’s apostles 

2 : someone who believes in or supports an idea, cause, etc. 

— often + of • apostles [=adherents, advocates] of peace and 
nonviolence ■ an apostle of democracy 

ap-OS-tol*IC /^pa'staihk/ adj 

1 : of or relating to the original 12 apostles 

2 : of or relating to the pope : papal • apostolic authority 
apos-tro-phe /s'p^rstrsfi/ noun, pi -phes [count] 

1 : the punctuation mark ’ used to show that letters or num¬ 
bers are missing (as when “did” and “not” are combined into 
“didn’t” or when the date 1776 is written as ’76) ■ In the con¬ 
traction “can’t,” an apostrophe replaces two of the letters in 
the word “cannot.” 

2 : the punctuation mark ’ used to show the possessive form 
of a noun (as in “Lee’s book 4 ’ or “the tree’s leaves”) 

3 : the punctuation mark ’ used to show the plural forms of 
letters or numbers (as in “dot your Vs and cross your t's " or 
“in the 1960’s”) 

apoth-e-cary /3 , pa:03,keri/ noun, pi -car-ies [count] : a 
person who prepared and sold medicines in past times 
apo-the-o-sis /3,pa:0i'o<js3s/ noun, pi -oses /-,si:z/ [count] 
formal 

1 : the perfect form or example of something — usually sin¬ 
gular ■ a dish that is the apotheosis of French cuisine 

2 : the highest or best part of something — usually singular ■ 
His music reaches/achieves its apotheosis [=pea/c, pinnacle] 
in this album. 

app /'zep/ noun, pi apps [count] chiefly US, computers, infor¬ 
mal : application 4 ■ a popular app — see also killer app 
ap-pall ( US) or Brit ap*pal /s'parl/ verb -palls; -palled; 
-pall-ing [+ obj] : to cause (someone) to feel fear, shock, or 
disgust • The thought of war appalls me. ■ It appalls me to 
think of the way those children have been treated. — often 
used as (be) appalled • We were appalled at how long it took 
for our food to be served. = We were appalled that it took so 
long. ■ She was appalled by/at their behavior. 
ap-palMng /s'pailii)/ adj [more most ~] : very bad in a 
way that causes fear, shock, or disgust ■ We drove by an ap¬ 
palling accident on the highway. ■ Your behavior has been 
appalling, [-atrocious, outrageous , terrible] 

— ap-pall*ing*ly adv ■ appallingly bad treatment • an appall¬ 
ingly [= dreadfully ] bad movie 

ap-pa-rat-chik AaipaVa.tfik/ noun, pi -chiks [count] dis¬ 
approving : a very loyal member of an organization (such as 
a company or political party) who always obeys orders ■ cor¬ 
porate/party/political apparatchiks 

ap-pa-ra-tus /izeps'rzetDs/ noun, pi apparatus-es or ap¬ 
paratus 

1 : a tool or piece of equipment used for specific activities 
[count] She fell off a gymnastics apparatus and broke her leg. 
■ an electrical apparatus [noncount] an expensive piece of 
apparatus [=machinery ] 

2 [count]: the organization or system used for doing or oper¬ 
ating something — usually singular ■ The country lacks a 
strong state/govemment apparatus. [=a strong government] • 
The party apparatus [-machinery] supported his ideas. 

ap'par-el /s'persl/ noun [noncount] formal : clothing of a 
particular kind ■ fine apparel — used chiefly in U.S. English 
to refer to clothing that is being sold in stores ■ a new line of 
children’s/ladies’/men’s apparel • All athletic apparel [=all 
clothing for exercising or playing sports] is now on sale. • in¬ 
timate apparel [=underwear and clothes for sleeping] 
ap»par»ent /a'perant/ adj 

1 [more most ~] : easy to see or understand ■ The other 
team’s superiority was apparent [= evident] in the first half of 
the game. ■ The truth is apparent to me. [=1 can clearly see 
the truth] ■ Her reasons for leaving were readily apparent. 
[=were obvious or easy to see] ■ When we left, they were in 
no apparent danger. [=they did not appear to be in any dan- 



65 


apparently • appearance 


ger] ■ From the beginning, it was apparent that she was not 
an ordinaiy child. ■ It soon/quickly became apparent (to us) 
that something was wrong. • He started yelling and throwing 
things for no apparent reason. 

2 always used before a noun : seeming to be true but possibly 
not true ■ We disagreed on the apparent meaning of the mov¬ 
ie. ■ He died of an apparent heart attack. [=it appears that a 
heart attack caused his death] ■ What was the apparent cause 
of the accident? 

ap«par«ent»ly /a'perantli/ adv — used to describe some¬ 
thing that appears to be true based on what is known ■ The 
window had apparently been forced open. ■ We were sur¬ 
prised when their apparently [=seemingly, ostensibly ] happy 
marriage ended after only two years. * Apparently, he died of 
a heart attack. = He died of a heart attack, apparently. - He 
apparently died of a heart attack. [=it appears that a heart at¬ 
tack caused his death] ■ “Did the bus leave without us?” “ Ap¬ 
parently (so).“ [=yes, that seems/appears to be the case] ■ “Is 
the bus still here?" " Apparently not.” 

ap«pa«ri"tion /,£ep3 , nf3n/m>w/*,p/-tions [count]formal: a 
ghost or spirit of a dead person ■ People say there are ghostly 
apparitions [-ghosts, phantoms ] in this house. ■ a strange ap¬ 
parition 

1 ap«peal /3*pi:l/ noun, pi -peals 

1 f noncount] : a quality that causes people to like someone 
or something • I can’t understand the appeal of skydiving. [=1 
can’t understand why some people like it] ■ Music never held 
much appeal [=attraction] for him. ■ Her jokes are quickly 
losing their appeal. • The movie has great appeal to/for 
adults as well as children. [=adults and children like the mov¬ 
ie] ■ the wide/broad/mass/universal appeal of the artist’s 
work — see also sex appeal 

2 [count] a : a serious request for help, support, etc. ■ They 
made a desperate appeal [-plea, entreaty] for help. ■ His ap¬ 
peals to his father for money were ignored. ■ The mayor 
made an appeal to the people of the city to stay calm, b : an 
attempt to make someone do or accept something as right or 
proper by saying things that are directed at a person’s feel¬ 
ings, attitudes, etc. — + to ■ The author makes an appeal to 
the reader’s emotions. ■ an appeal to reason ■ an appeal to the 
intellect C : an organized effort to raise money ■ We made a 
donation during the school’s annual appeal. ■ She helped to 
organize/launch an appeal on behalf of the homeless. 

3 : a process in which a decision is studied and accepted or 
rejected by a higher court or by someone in authority 
[count] My lawyer said the court’s decision wasn’t correct 
and that we should file for an appeal. ■ lodge an appeal 
[noncount] Her conviction was thrown out on appeal. [=a 
higher court decided that she should not have been convict¬ 
ed] ■ The case is currently under appeal. [=the case is cur¬ 
rently being reviewed by a higher court] — see also COURT 

OF APPEALS 

2 appeal verb -peals; -pealed; -peal-ing 

1 [no obj] : to be liked by someone : to be pleasing or attrac¬ 
tive to someone ■ The movie appeals to adults as well as (to) 
children. [=adults and children like the movie] ■ music that 
appeals to a wide variety of people ■ The idea of going to col¬ 
lege appealed to him greatly. [=the idea was very appealing to 
him] 

2 [no obj] a : to ask for something (such as help or support) 
in a serious way ■ The government appealed for calm. ■ des¬ 
perate people who are appealing for help ■ The government 
appealed to the people to stay calm, b : to try to make 
someone do or accept something as right or proper by saying 
things that are directed at a person’s feelings, attitudes, etc. 
— + to ■ We got them to join by appealing to their sense of 
duty and honor. 

3 : to make a formal request for a higher court or for some¬ 
one in authority to review and change a decision [no obj] He 
appealed, arguing that there was not enough evidence to 
convict him. • She lost the case and appealed the following 
month. ■ (Brit) We plan to appeal against the court’s deci¬ 
sion. [+ obj] ( US) • We plan to appeal the court’s decision. ■ 
The ruling can be appealed within 30 days. • (baseball) The 
runner was called out at home plate but the manager ap¬ 
pealed the umpire’s decision. 

ap*peal*ing /a'piilii)/ adt [more most ~] : having quali¬ 
ties that people like : pleasing or attractive ■ a book with an 
appealing title ■ appealing colors ■ It is an idea that most peo¬ 
ple will find appealing. [=that most people will like] — often 
+ to ■ The offer is especially appealing to young people who 
are buying their first car. — opposite unappealing 


— ap-peal-ing-ly adv ■ Her idea was appealingly simple, 
appeals court (US) or chiefly Brit appeal court noun, pi 
~ courts [count] law : court of appeals 1 
ap»pear /a'pi*/ verb -pears; -peared; -pear-ing 

1 [linking verb] somewhat formal : to seem to be something 
: to make someone think that a person or thing has a partic¬ 
ular characteristic : LOOK, seem ■ She appears angry. ■ “Is 
she angry?” “So it appears .” = “So it would appear .” = “It ap¬ 
pears so." ■ “Is she pleased?” “It appears not.” = “It would ap¬ 
pear not.” ■ She appears a nice enough person. ■ Although ev¬ 
erything appeared normal to me [=although I thought 
everything was normal], something was wrong. ■ Winning 
the election appears unlikely at this point. ■ Things are not 
always as they appear. [=they are not always what you think 
they are] ■ It appears to us [=we think] that something should 
be done. — often followed by to + verb ■ She appeared to be 
angry. ■ She appears to be a nice enough person. ■ Everyone 
appeared to have a good time. = They all appeared to enjoy 
themselves. 

2 [no obj] : to become visible : to begin to be seen ■ One by 
one, the stars appeared in the sky. ■ The sun began to appear 
from behind the clouds. ■ The airplanes seemed to appear 
out of nowhere. • Her grandfather often appears to her in her 
dreams. [=she often sees her grandfather in her dreams] ■ 
The storm disappeared as suddenly as it had appeared. 
-opposite DISAPPEAR 

3 [no obj] : to arrive at a place : to show up ■ The cat appears 
at our kitchen door every morning. ■ One of the guests ap¬ 
peared a few minutes late. ■ He appeared a little before eight 
last night. — opposite disappear 

4 [no obj] : to begin to exist ■ The disease first appeared in the 
late 1970s. ■ This new technology first appears in Europe in 
the early 20th century. — opposite disappear 

5 [no obj] : to be seen or heard by the public: such as a : to 
go where you can be seen to give a speech, answer questions, 
etc. — often + before ■ I was invited to appear before a meet¬ 
ing of teachers to talk about the school system. ■ appearing 
before a group of reporters b : to work as an actor or per¬ 
former in a movie, on the radio, etc. ■ The two actors ap¬ 
peared [-performed] together in the film. ■ He has appeared 
on many radio and television shows. ■ She appeared in her 
first Broadway musical last year. • Several guest musicians 
appeared on his latest album. C : to be published or made 
available to the public ■ The stoiy appeared on the front page 
of the newspaper. — often + in • We got a lot of phone calls 
after the story appeared in the newspaper. ■ Her papers have 
appeared in several different scientific journals. ■ The book 
appeared in print [=was published] again a few years ago. • 
The word first appeared in print in 1782. 

6 [no obj] : to go in front of a person or group that has au¬ 
thority (such as a judge or council) especially in order to an¬ 
swer questions ■ I appeared in front of the committee during 
its last meeting. ■ She was instructed to appear in court the 
next morning. ■ She appeared before the judge. ■ He will be 
appearing as a witness at the trial. 

ap«pear«ance /3*pir3ns/ noun, pi -anc*es 

1 somewhat formal : the way that someone or something 
looks [count] The room has a neat/fresh/clean appearance, 
[-look] • The general appearance of the house is quite good. ■ 
The museum restored the painting to its original appearance. 
■ lotions that improve your skin’s appearance and texture ■ It 
minimizes the appearance of wrinkles. [=it makes wrinkles 
more difficult to see] ■ You shouldn’t judge a man by his ap¬ 
pearance. ■ Have you noticed any changes in her appear¬ 
ance ? ■ He’s very proud of his physical appearance. [=the 
way he looks] [noncount] He is still very youthful in appear¬ 
ance. [=he still looks very young] ■ They are very similar in 
appearance. [=they look the same] 

2 [count] : a way of looking that is not true or real ■ He ap¬ 
pears to be happy, but appearances can be deceptive/deceiv¬ 
ing. ■ Their expensive home created a false appearance of 
success and happiness. ■ The furniture has the appearance of 
being made by hand. [=the furniture was not made by hand 
but it looks/appears as if it was] ■ Despite appearances, her 
company is very successful. = Appearances to the contrary, 
her company is very successful. [=her company is very suc¬ 
cessful even though it does not appear to be] ■ She is only at¬ 
tending the banquet for the sake of appearances. [=because 
people think that she should attend] ■ He was, to/by all (out¬ 
ward) appearances, a happily married man. [=he seemed to 
be a happily married man, but he wasn’t] ■ Their meetings 
tend to take on the appearance of [=to look like] family gath¬ 
erings. • His white beard gave him the appearance of an old 
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man. [=made him look like an old man] ■ The playground 
gives every appearance of being a safe place for children 
[=the playground appears to be a safe place for children], but 
a tragic accident occurred there recently. 

3 [count] : the action of appearing : the fact that something 
or someone arrives or begins to be seen — usually singular ■ 
The appearance of buds on the trees tells us that spring has 
arrived. ■ We were surprised by the appearance of smoke in 
the distance. ■ I wasn’t expecting him to come and was sur¬ 
prised by his sudden appearance. [=1 was surprised when he 
suddenly appeared/arrived] 

4 [count] : the time when something begins to exist or is seen 
for the first time — usually singular ■ The appearance [cre¬ 
ation] of the Internet has changed our culture in many ways. 

■ The technology made its first appearance [=appeared for 
the first time] in the early 1980s. ■ Before the appearance of 
the telephone, people sent messages by telegraph. 

5 [count] : an act of being seen or heard by the public as an 
actor, politician, athlete, etc. ■ He has announced that this 
will be his final/last appearance with the band. [=the last 
time that he will perform in public with the band] ■ This is 
her first appearance [=the first time that she has competed] 
at/in the national championships. — often used with make ■ 
She is making her first appearance at/in the national champi¬ 
onships. ■ Tonight, he is making his first public appearance 
since winning the award. ■ He’ll be making a special guest 
appearance [=performing as a guest] on the popular televi¬ 
sion show next fall. 

6 [count] : the formal act of going in front of a person or 
group to speak, answer questions, etc. • One man has been 
convicted of the crime, and two others are awaiting court ap¬ 
pearances. [=waiting to go to court] — often + before ■ He is 
awaiting his appearance before a judge. ■ She made an ap¬ 
pearance before Congress last year. 

keep up appearances : to hide something bad by pretend¬ 
ing that nothing is wrong ■ Although they were getting a di¬ 
vorce, my parents thought it was important to keep up ap¬ 
pearances. 

make an appearance or put in an appearance : to go to 
an event, gathering, etc., usually for a short period of time 
■ The candidate made an appearance at the rally. ■ The gov¬ 
ernor put in an appearance at the party. 
ap*pease /o'pi:z/ verb -peas-es; -peased; -peas-ing [+ 
obj]formal 

1 often disapproving : to make (someone) pleased or less an¬ 
gry by giving or saying something desired ■ They appeased 
the dictator by accepting his demands in an effort to avoid 
war. ■ Efforts to appease [=pacify, placate] the angry protest¬ 
ers were unsuccessful. ■ His critics were not appeased by this 
last speech. ■ They made sacrifices to appease the gods. 

2 : to make (a pain, a problem, etc.) less painful or troubling 

■ We had no way to appease our hunger. ■ She appeased 
[=eased] her guilty conscience by telling him the truth. 

— ap-pease*ment /a'piizmant/ noun [noncount] ■ the ap¬ 
peasement of a dictator ■ appeasement of hunger 
ap*peMant /a'pelant/ noun, pi -lants [count] law : someone 
who requests that a higher court review and change the deci¬ 
sion of a lower court: someone who appeals a decision 
ap'peMate /a'pclat/ adj, always used before a noun, law 
: having the power to review and change the decisions of a 
lower court ■ an appellate court ■ appellate judges 
ap-pel-la*tion ^sepa'lei/an/ noun, pi -tions [count] formal 
: a name or title ■ an honorary appellation 
ap*pend /a'pend/ verb -pends; -pend-ed; -pending [+ 
obj] formal: to add (something) to a piece of writing — usu¬ 
ally + to ■ Please read the notes appended to each chapter, 
ap-pend-age /a'pcndiife/ noun, pi -ag«es [count] 

1 medical : a body part (such as an arm or a leg) connected 
to the main part of the body : limb 

2 : something connected or joined to a larger or more im¬ 
portant thing ■ The court system acts as an appendage to the 
government. ■ an appendage of a larger political party 

ap-pen-dec-to-my /.sepan'dcktami/ noun, pi -mies 
[count] medical : an operation to remove a person’s appen¬ 
dix ■ The surgeon performed an appendectomy on her. 
ap*pen-di*ci*tis /3,pend3'sait3s/ noun [noncount] medical 
: a condition in which a person’s appendix is painful and 
swollen • an attack of appendicitis 
ap«pen*dix /a'pendiks/ noun [count] 

1 pi -dixies or -di-ces /-di,si:z/ : a section of extra informa¬ 
tion added at the end of a book ■ In your textbooks, turn to 
Appendix 3: Glossary of Terms. ■ The book has several ap¬ 
pendixes/appendices. 


2 pi -dixes : a small tube at the beginning of the large intes¬ 
tine that can be removed by surgery if it becomes infected 

— see picture at human 

ap*per-tain /.sep^'tem/ verb -tains; -tained; -taln-ing [no 

obj] formal: to belong to or be connected or related to some¬ 
thing ; pertain ■ the rights and privileges that appertain to 
marriage 

ap*pe*tite /'2ep3,tait/ noun, pi -tites 

1 : a physical desire for food [count] He has a healthy/good/ 
hearty appetite. ■ men with big/large/gargantuan appetites ■ 
Delicious smells from the kitchen whetted our appetites. 
[=made us hungry] ■ That movie made me lose my appetite. 
[=1 no longer wanted to eat after seeing that movie] [non¬ 
count] Some common symptoms are tiredness, nausea, and 
loss of appetite. ■ I had no appetite and couldn’t sleep. 

2 [count] : a desire or liking for something ■ a healthy sexual 
appetite — usually + for ■ He has a voracious appetite for 
books/reading. • She has an appetite for adventure. [=she 
likes adventure; she likes to do adventurous things] 

ap*pe*tiz*er also Brit ap*pe-tis-er /'sepa.taiza-/ noun, pi 
-ers [count] : a small dish of food served before the main 
part of a meal 

ap*pe*tiz*ing also Brit ap*pe*tis*ing /'sepa^aizig/ am 
[more most ~] : having a good smell or appearance that 
makes people want to eat ■ an appetizing [-delicious, tasty] 
meal • While the stew may not look very appetizing, it tastes 
wonderful. ■ an appetizing aroma — sometimes used figura¬ 
tively ■ an appetizing [=appealing] display of merchandise 

— ap-pe-tiz-ing-ly also Brit ap-pe«tis*lng-ly adv 
ap-plaud /a'plccd/ verb -plauds; -plaud-ed; -plaud-ing 

1 : to strike the hands together over and over to show ap¬ 
proval or praise [no obj] The audience stood and applauded 
[=clapped] at the end of the show. [+ obj] Everyone applaud¬ 
ed the graduates as they entered the auditorium. • The audi¬ 
ence stood and applauded her performance. 

2 [+ obj] : to express approval of or support for (something 
or someone) ■ They applauded [-praised] the change in poli¬ 
cy. ■ We applaud the decision to lower taxes. ■ I applaud their 
efforts to clean up the city, but they must do more. • Al¬ 
though he didn’t succeed in the end, he should be applauded 
[=praised] for his efforts. ■ Rather than being criticized for 
her honesty, she should be applauded for it. 

ap-plause /a'pla:z/ noun [noncount]: a show of approval or 
appreciation at a play, speech, sporting event, etc., in which 
people strike their hands together over and over ■ He accept¬ 
ed the award to thunderous applause. [=people applauded 
very loudly as he accepted the award] ■ The announcement 
was greeted with applause and cheers. ■ The audience burst 
into applause. [=began applauding/clapping loudly] ■ The au¬ 
dience gave the performers a big round of applause. [=hand] 
ap-ple /'sepal /noun,pi ap-ples : a round fruit with red, yel¬ 
low, or green skin and firm white flesh [count] crisp juicy 
apples • a bad/rotten apple [=an apple that has rotted and 
cannot be eaten] [noncount] a piece of apple — often used 
before another noun ■ apple pie ■ apple juice ■ apple trees 

— see color picture on page C5 -$* In figurative use, a bad 
apple or rotten apple is a bad member of a group who causes 
problems for the rest of the group. ■ A few bad apples cheat¬ 
ed on the test, and now everyone has to take the test again. ■ 
One rotten apple ruined the day for the rest of us. — see also 
ADAM’S APPLE, CRAB APPLE 

compare apples to apples/oranges see ‘compare 
the apple of someone’s eye : a person or thing that some¬ 
one loves very much ■ His daughter is the apple-of his eye. 
upset the apple cart see 2 upset 
apple—Cheeked /'sep3l,tfi:kt/ adj : having red or pink 
cheeks ■ apple-cheeked youngsters 
apple pie noun, pi ~ pies [count] : a sweet pie made with 
apples 

(as) American as apple pie : very or typically American ■ 
Baseball is as American as apple pie. 
in apple-pie order informal : arranged neatly or perfectly 
: in perfect order ■ Everything in the cupboard was (ar¬ 
ranged) in apple-pie order. 

apple polisher noun, pi ~ -ers [count] US, informal + dis¬ 
approving : a person who tries to get the approval and friend¬ 
ship of someone in authority by praise, flattery, etc. ■ an ex¬ 
ecutive surrounded by apple polishers 
ap-ple-sauce /'sepal,sa:s/ noun [noncount] : a sweet sauce 
made from cooked apples 

ap*pli*ance /a'plajans/ noun, pi -anc-es [count] : a 
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machine (such as a stove, microwave, or dishwasher) that is 
powered by electricity and that is used in people’s houses to 
perform a particular job ■ All household/domestic applianc¬ 
es are now on sale. ■ an appliance store 

ap*pli*ca*ble /'seplikabal/ adj [more most ~]: able to be 

applied or used in a particular situation ■ Businesses must 
comply with all applicable laws. — often + to ■ The rule is 
not applicable [= relevant] to this case. ■ This method is appli¬ 
cable to a variety of problems. 

— ap*pli-ca-bil*i-ty /.geplika'bitoti/ noun [noncount] 

ap'pli’Cant /'seplikant/ noun, pi -cants [count] : someone 

who formally asks for something (such as a job or admission 
to a college): someone who applies for something ■ success¬ 
ful college/job applicants ■ We interviewed 30 qualified appli¬ 
cants for the job. 

ap*pli*ca»tion /.zepla'keijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 a : a formal and usually written request for something 
(such as a job, admission to a school, a loan, etc.) [count] 
We’ve made an application for certification. [=we have ap¬ 
plied to be certified] ■ Our loan application has been ap¬ 
proved/denied. ■ Anyone interested in running for office 
must file/submit an application by August 1st. [noncount] If 
you’d like to be considered for the job, please send us a letter 
of application that gives your experience and qualifications, 
b [count] : a document that is used to make a formal request 
for something ■ Please fill out this application. 

2 : the act of applying something: such as a : the act of put¬ 
ting something on a surface, a part of the body, etc. [non¬ 
count] The application of heat often helps sore muscles. ■ I 
prefer using the lotion because of its ease of application. 
[=because it is easy to apply] • Repeated application of fertil¬ 
izer will help the grass become green and healthy, [count] 
Repeated applications of fertilizer will help the grass become 
green and healthy. ■ The cut should be treated with a gener¬ 
ous/liberal application of ointment, b : the use of an idea, 
method, law, etc., in a particular situation or for a particular 
purpose [noncount] Strict application of the rules is neces¬ 
sary in this case. ■ the application of new information ■ learn¬ 
ing about the creative application [=use] of new technology 
[count] He teaches his students about the practical applica¬ 
tions [=M5C5] of technology. ■ I think it is a fair application of 
the law. ■ applications of science to everyday life C [non¬ 
count] : the use of a word, name, etc., to describe someone 
or something ■ the application of the term “baby boomer’’ to 
people who were born right after World War II 

3 : the ability to be used for practical purposes [noncount] 
The technique has wide/limited application. [=it can/cannot 
be used for a large number of practical purposes] [count] 
The tool has a number of applications. = The tool has a wide 
range of applications. 

4 [count] computers : a computer program that performs a 
particular task (such as word processing) ■ How many appli¬ 
cations is your computer currently running? ■ applications 
software — called also ( chiefly US, informal) app 

5 [noncount] formal : effort made to work hard in order to 
complete something successfully ■ She succeeded because of 
application and intelligence. 

ap a pli*ca*tor /'sepia,keita 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] : a tool 
that is used to put something (such as paint or makeup) on a 
surface : a tool that is used to apply something ■ a paint ap¬ 
plicator 

ap*plied /a'plaid/ aclj : having or relating to practical use 
: not theoretical ■ a professor of applied science ■ applied lin¬ 
guistics/physics/psychology 

ap-pli-que /,sepb'kei, Brit a'pliikei/ noun, pi -ques : a dec¬ 
oration that is sewn onto a larger piece of cloth [count] col¬ 
orful appliques [noncount] a strip of applique 

- applique verb -ques; -qued; -queuing [+ obj] ■ They ap- 
pliqued their sweaters with colorful strips. 

ap«ply /a'plai/ verb -piles; -plied; -ply-lng 
i [no obj] : to ask formally for something (such as a job, ad¬ 
mission to a school, a loan, etc.) usually in writing ■ For fur¬ 
ther information, apply to the address below. ■ I applied in 
writing to several different companies. ■ You must have a 
high school diploma for this job. High school dropouts need 
not apply. — often + for • I applied for several jobs and was 
offered one. ■ Anyone can apply for membership. ■ We ap¬ 
plied to the bank for a loan. • To apply for our credit card, just 
fill out this form and send it to us. ■ Many high school stu¬ 
dents have begun applying for college. [=asking to be accept¬ 
ed as students at colleges or universities by filling out and 
sending applications] — sometimes followed by to + verb • 


Anyone can apply to become a member. 

2 [+ obj ]: to put or spread (something) on a surface, a part of 
the body, etc. ■ After applying a thin layer of paint to the wall 
and letting it dry, apply another coat. ■ We applied the oint¬ 
ment to the cut. ■ I washed my face and applied fresh make¬ 
up. ■ Fertilizer was applied to the lawn every two weeks. 

3 [+ obj] : to cause (force, pressure, etc.) to have an effect or 
to be felt *He was able to stop the bleeding by applying pres¬ 
sure to the cut. [=by pressing on/against the cut] 'He knows 
how to apply [=use, exert] pressure to get what he wants. ■ 
The police should have been able to deal with the situation 
without applying [=using] force. 

4 [+ obj] : to use (an idea, method, law, etc.) in a particular 
situation ■ Try to solve the math problems by applying the 
formulas/methods that we learned in class. ■ They applied a 
new technique to solve an old problem. ■ We can handle 
these problems effectively if we apply the lessons learned 
from past experiences. • They apply what they learned in 
school to their everyday lives. ■ The law has not been applied 
fairly. [=has not been used in a fair way] 

5 [+ obj] : to cause (the brakes of a vehicle) to work ■ Take 
your foot off the gas pedal and slowly apply the brakes. 

6 [no obj ]: to have an effect on someone or something ■ The 
rule no longer applies. • The same principle applies [=can be 
used] when you are trying to lose weight. — often + to ■ The 
ban applies [= relates, pertains] to all guns that are not used 
for hunting. ■ These rules apply to everyone in the school. 
[=everyone in the school must obey these rules] ■ This applies 
equally to men and (to) women. ■ The rule doesn’t apply to 
you, so don’t worry about it. 

7 : to use a word, name, etc., to describe someone or some¬ 
thing — usually + to [no obj] The teim “baby boomer” usu¬ 
ally applies to people who were bom immediately after 
World War II. [+ obj] The author applies the name/label to 
corrupt politicians. — often used as (be) applied ■ The term 
“baby boomer” is usually applied to people who were bom 
immediately after World War II. 

apply yourself : to make yourself work hard in order to 
complete something successfully ■ If you apply yourself. 
you might be able to finish the project on time. ■ She ap¬ 
plied herself to learning the language. 

ap-point /3'point/ verb -points; -point-ed; -point-ing [+ 

1 : to choose (someone) to have a particular job : to give 
(someone) a position or duty ■ The President appointed 
[=named, designated] him (as) Secretary of Education. ■ She 
was appointed professor of chemistry at the university. ■ Af¬ 
ter his parents died, the boy’s uncle was appointed as his 
guardian. ■ Every year, the group appoints three new mem¬ 
bers. ■ a committee appointed by Congress ■ the company’s 
newly appointed assistant director ■ The defendant will be 
represented by a court-appointed attorney. [=a lawyer cho¬ 
sen by a court to defend someone who has been accused of a 
crime] — often + to ■ appointing women to positions of pow¬ 
er ■ She was appointed to the position last year. — often fol¬ 
lowed by to + verb ■ He has been appointed to serve as presi¬ 
dent of the club. ■ A young lawyer was appointed to represent 
the accused man. — see also self-appointed 

2 formal a : to decide or establish (something) in an official 
way — usually used as appointed ■ She wasn’t able to accom¬ 
plish her appointed tasks. [=the things that she was supposed 
to do] ■ We will not deviate/stray from our appointed course. 
■ doctors on their appointed rounds b : to decide (the time 
or place at which something will happen or be done) — usu¬ 
ally used as appointed • We were all ready at the appointed 
time/hour. ■ on the appointed day ■ Call me when you reach 
the appointed place/location. 

3 : to decorate and put furniture in (a room or space) — 
usually used as (be) appointed • Each suite is appointed with 
handmade furniture and original artwork. ■ We stayed in one 
of the hotel’s beautifully appointed rooms. — see also well- 
appointed 

— ap-poin-tee /3,pom'ti:/ noun, pi -tees [count] • presiden¬ 
tial appointees [=people chosen by the President to fill a 
position] • He was a political appointee , not an elected offi¬ 
cial. 

ap«point*ment /a'pointmant/ noun, pi -merits 

1 : an agreement to meet with someone at a particular time 
[count] I’m late for an appointment. ■ I have a doctor’s ap¬ 
pointment tomorrow morning at nine o’clock. ■ dental/den¬ 
tist’s appointments ■ She made an appointment (to meet) with 
her professor. ■ We are calling to confirm your appointment 
with Dr. Jones. = We are calling to make sure that you will 
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keep your appointment with Dr. Jones. [ noncount ] The mu¬ 
seum is open to visitors by appointment only. [=you have to 
make an appointment to visit the museum] 

2 [ noncount ]: the act of giving a particular job or position to 
someone : the act of appointing someone ■ The court or¬ 
dered the appointment of an attorney to represent the child. ■ 
the appointment of a committee ■ the appointment of the new 
secretary of state • Did he get his job by appointment or elec¬ 
tion? 

3 [count] : a job or duty that is given to a person : a position 
to which someone is appointed ■ He now holds an appoint¬ 
ment from the President. ■ academic appointments ■ her ap¬ 
pointment as ambassador to Spain 

ap-por*tion /a'poajan/ verb -tions; -tioned; -tion-ing [+ 
obj\ formal : to divide (something) among or between people 

■ The proceeds from the auction will be apportioned among 
the descendents. ■ Apportion the expenses between the parties 
involved. : to give (a part of something) to a number of peo¬ 
ple ■ The agency apportions water from the lake to residents. 

■ Any attempt to apportion blame [=to say who should be 
blamed] so many years after the incident is pointless. 

— ap>por*tion*ment /a'poat/snmant/ noun, pi -merits 
[noncount] The apportionment of the expenses will take 
some time, [count] an apportionment of blame 

ap*pO*site /'sepazat/ adj [more most ~] formal : very ap¬ 

propriate : suitable for the occasion or situation ■ an apposite 
quotation • The poem was an apposite [=(more commonly) 
apt] choice for the ceremony. — often + to ■ Each panel 
member made remarks apposite [-relevant, germane ] to the 
discussion. 

— ap*po*site*ly adv 

ap-po-si-tion /,£epa*zijan/ noun [noncount] grammar : an 
arrangement of words in which a noun or noun phrase is fol¬ 
lowed by another noun or noun phrase that refers to the 
same thing ■ In “my friend the doctor,” the word “doctor” is 
in apposition to “my friend." 
ap-prais*al /a'preizal/ noun, pi -als 

1 : the act of judging the value, condition, or importance of 
something : the act of appraising something [noncount] the 
appraisal of some jewelry [count] real estate appraisals ■ I 
made a quick appraisal of the situation and decided to leave 
right away. ■ Your annual job/performance appraisal [re¬ 
view, evaluation] will be in July. [=your boss will meet with 
you to tell you if you are doing a good or bad job in July] 

2 [count] : something that states an opinion about the value, 
condition, or importance of something ■ The book is an ex¬ 
cellent appraisal of the influences that have shaped our gov¬ 
ernment. 

ap*praise /a'preiz/ verb -prais*es; -praised; -prais-ing 

[+ obj] 

1 : to say how much something is worth after you have care¬ 
fully examined it: to give an official opinion about the value 
of (something) ■ She appraised the painting at $1.2 million. 
[=she said that the painting is worth $1.2 million] ■ The ring 
must be appraised by a jeweler before it can be insured. ■ ap¬ 
praise the house and property ■ What is the property’s ap¬ 
praised value? 

2 : to give your opinion about the condition, quality, or im¬ 
portance of (something or someone that you have studied or 
examined) ■ In the book, he appraises Hollywood’s recent 
films and contrasts them with several independent films. ■ 
appraising recent political trends 

[ Do not confuse appraise with apprise. | 

— ap-prais-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ The appraiser gave us 
a detailed report on the value of the house and property. 

ap-pre*cia«ble /a'prirjabal/ adj : large enough to be no¬ 
ticed or measured ■ Researchers found that the chemical 
made no appreciable [=noticeable, perceptible] difference in 
the results. ■ Appreciable [=(more commonly) significant] 
numbers of these plants grow in this region. 

— ap*pre*cia*bly /a’prrjabli/ adv • Her appearance has not 
changed appreciably, [^significantly] 

ap«pre»ci»ate /a'pri.fi.eit/ verb -ates; -at*ed; -at-ing 

1 f+ obj] : to understand the worth or importance of (some¬ 
thing or someone) : to admire and value (something or 
someone) ■ The company strives to make its employees feel 
appreciated. * Living in the city has taught me to appreciate 
the differences between people. ■ Those who appreciate fine 
wine will enjoy reading the restaurant’s wine list. 

2 (+ obj] a : to be grateful for (something) ■ I really appreci¬ 
ated the information you gave me. ■ I don’t appreciate being 


ignored. [=1 do not like to be ignored] ■ Your help the other 
day was greatly appreciated, b — used to make a polite re¬ 
quest ■ I would appreciate It if you would tell your father to 
call me. [=please tell your father to call me] 

3 [+ obj] : to be aware of (something) : to recognize or un¬ 
derstand (something) ■ I’m not sure you appreciate [-under¬ 
stand] how crucial it is that we find these documents. ■ The 
tiny creature contributes to its ecosystem in ways we are 
only just beginning to appreciate. ■ I don’t think you appreci¬ 
ate the complexity of the situation. ■ I appreciate what the 
artist is trying to do, but I think the painting fails to do it. 

4 [no obj] : to increase in value ■ Given the history of the 
company, your investment should appreciate (in value) over 
time. ■ rapidly appreciating assets — opposite DEPRECIATE 
— ap-pre-cia-tlve /a'priijativ/ adj [more most ~] ■ I’m 

very appreciative of your efforts on my behalf. [=I’m very 
grateful for your efforts] ■ She gave an appreciative nod. 
[=a nod that showed that she appreciated something] 
— ap>pre-cia-tive-ly adv ■ She listened to the story, nod¬ 
ding appreciatively. 

synonyms appreciate, value, prize, treasure, and 
CHERISH mean to feel that something is important and 
worth treating with special care, appreciate often sug¬ 
gests knowledge that makes it possible to enjoy or admire 
how excellent something is. ■ Over the years. I’ve come to 
appreciate fine wine, value suggests that a thing is worth 
a lot simply because of what it is. ■ I value our friendship so 
much, prize is used when you are very proud of some¬ 
thing you have or own. ■ Despite the time and money it de¬ 
mands, he prizes that sailboat. TREASURE suggests that 
you enjoy having or owning something and are careful 
about keeping it in good condition. ■ You’ll treasure these 
pictures. CHERISH describes a very strong love and desire 
to care for something or someone. ■ She cherishes her chil¬ 
dren above all. 

ap-pre-ci-a-tion /^priiji'ei/an/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : a feeling of being grateful for something ■ 
You’ve been so generous, and I’d like to show my apprecia¬ 
tion by cooking a meal for you. ■ We’d like to present you 
with this gift in appreciation of your hard work. [=to show 
that we are grateful for your hard work] 

2 [singular] : an ability to understand the worth, quality, or 
importance of something : an ability to appreciate some¬ 
thing ■ a music appreciation class [=a class that teaches peo¬ 
ple to understand and value music] — usually + of or for ■ 
She has developed an appreciation of exotic foods. ■ There is 
an increasing appreciation for video as an art form. 

3 : full awareness or understanding of something — usually 
+ of or for [noncount] She’s shown little appreciation for the 
effort you’ve made, [singular] I’m not sure you have an ap¬ 
preciation of the complexity of the situation. ■ I’ve gained an 
appreciation for the skills involved in the game. 

4 [count] : a speech or piece of writing that praises some¬ 
thing or someone ■ She recently published an appreciation of 
an obscure sculptor who lived in the 17th century. 

5 : an increase in the value of something [singular] He 
bought the statue because he believed there would be an ap¬ 
preciation in its value. ■ Based on the history of the company, 
you can expect a significant appreciation in your investment 
over a number of years, [noncount] There’s been no appreci¬ 
ation in the stock’s value. — opposite depreciation 

ap*pre*hend /,£epn'hend/ verb -bends; -hend«ed; 
-hend-ing [+ obj] formal 

1 of police : to arrest (someone) for a crime : to catch (a 
criminal or suspect) ■ Within hours, police had apprehended 
the thief. 

2 somewhat old-fashioned : to notice and understand (some¬ 
thing) : perceive ■ subtle differences that are difficult to 
apprehend 

ap*pre*hen«sion /jsepn'hen.fan/ noun, pi -slons 

1 : fear that something bad or unpleasant is going to happen 
: a feeling of being worried about the future [noncount] The 
thought of moving to a new city fills me with apprehension. • 
There is growing apprehension [-fear] that profits will be 
lower than expected, [count] He has apprehensions [= misgiv¬ 
ings ] about the surgery. 

2 formal : the act of apprehending someone or something: 
such as a : the act of arresting someone for a crime [non¬ 
count] the sheriffs apprehension of the criminal = the crimi¬ 
nal’s apprehension by the sheriff [count] an increased num¬ 
ber of apprehensions b [noncount] somewhat old-fashioned 
: the act of noticing and understanding something ■ the ap- 
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prehension [-perception] of danger 
ap«pre*hen*Sive /, 2 epn'hensiv/ adj [more most ~] 
: afraid that something bad or unpleasant is going to happen 
: feeling or showing fear or apprehension about the future ■ 
He was quite apprehensive \=fearful, uneasy] about the sur¬ 
gery. ■ She gave me an apprehensive [ =anxious\ look. 

— ap*pre-hen-sive-ly adv • She looked at me apprehensive¬ 
ly, — ap-pre-hen*sive-ness noun [noncount\ 
1 ap*pren*tice /a'prentas/ noun, pi -tic-es [count] : a person 
who learns a job or skill by working for a fixed period of 
time for someone who is very good at that job or skill • a car¬ 
penter’s apprentice = an apprentice to a carpenter — often 
used before another noun • an apprentice carpenter 
‘apprentice verb -tices; -ticed; -tic-ing 

1 [+ obj \: to make (someone) an apprentice — usually used 
as (be) apprenticed • He was apprenticed to a carpenter [=he 
became a carpenter’s apprentice] at the age of 15. 

2 [no obj\ : to work as an apprentice ■ He apprenticed with a 
master carpenter for two years. 

ap*pren*tice*ship /a'prcntaSiJip I noun, pi -ships [count] 

1 : a position as an apprentice ■ He obtained an apprentice¬ 
ship with a carpenter. 

2 : the period of time when a person is an apprentice ■ He 
served a two-year apprenticeship. 

ap-prise /a'praiz/ verb -pris-es; -prised; -pris-ing [+ obj \ 
formal : to give information to (someone) : INFORM — usu¬ 
ally + of ■ Please apprise me of any changes in the situation. = 
Please keep me apprised of any changes in the situation. 
[=please let me know if there are any changes in the situa¬ 
tion] 

| Do not confuse apprise with appraise. \ 

1 approach /a'proutf/ verb -proach-es; -proached; 

-proach-ing 

1 a : to move or become near or nearer to something or 
someone [+ obj] The cat approached the baby cautiously. ■ 
We are approaching [ =nearing ] our destination, [no obj \ The 
cat approached cautiously. ■ Ease off the gas pedal to slow 
down as the bend in the road approaches, b : to move or 
become near or nearer in time to something [+ obj] We are 
approaching the end of the fiscal year. ■ She is approaching 
retirement. [=she will soon be retiring from her job] [no obj] 
Your birthday is approaching fast. = Your birthday is fast ap¬ 
proaching. [=your birthday is soon] 

2 [+ obj] a : to get close to (an amount or level) ■ This week¬ 
end we’re expecting temperatures approaching 100 degrees. ■ 
The success rates approach 90 percent, b : to be almost the 
same as (something or someone) ■ We were never treated 
with anything even remotely approaching rudeness. [=no one 
was at all rude to us] ■ He has a wild laugh that sometimes 
approaches hysteria. ■ a reproduction that approaches the 
quality of the original painting • When it comes to cooking 
Italian food, no one can approach her. [=no one is as good at 
cooking Italian food as she is] 

3 [+ obj] : to start talking to (someone) for some purpose 
(such as to ask a question or make a request) • The supervi¬ 
sor is quite easy to approach, so don’t hesitate to bring up 
any problems you have. • We were advised to never be too 
aggressive when approaching a potential client. — often used 
as (be) approached ■ He was approached about the job but he 
didn't take it. ■ I was approached by a young boy asking me 
to make a donation. 

4 [+ obj] : to begin to deal with or think about (something) ■ 
When writing, consider the way your reader will approach 
the text. • She approached the problem from a different an¬ 
gle. ■ 1 will approach the idea with an open mind. 

2 approach noun, pi -proaches 

1 [count] : a way of dealing with something : a way of doing 
or thinking about something ■ a traditional approach ■ trying 
a more healthy approach — often + to ■ I really admire your 
direct approach to the problem. ■ Some doctors are trying a 
radical new approach to cancer treatment. 

2 [singular] : the act of moving or becoming near or nearer 
to someone or something : the act of approaching ■ The cat 
made a cautious approach. : an act or occurrence in which 
something comes nearer ■ The quiet afternoon was inter¬ 
rupted by the approach of a motorboat. • A loud growl 
warned us of the bear’s approach. ■ With the approach of 
summer came longer, hotter days. 

3 [count] : the act of speaking to someone for some purpose 
(such as to ask a question or make a request) — often plural 
■ A group of businessmen has made approaches to the own¬ 


ers of the club with an offer to buy it. 

4 [count] : a road or path that leads to a place ■ This road is 
the only approach to the cabin (that is) not blocked by snow. 

5 [singular] : something that is similar to another thing • 
These potted herbs are the nearest approach to a garden I 
can manage. 

6 [count]: the final part of a flight just before landing • The 
pilot lowered the landing gear as the plane began its ap¬ 
proach. ■ The plane was on final approach, 

ap-proach-able /a^proutfabal/ adj 

1 [more —; most ~]: easy to talk to or deal with ■ The super¬ 
visor is quite approachable, so don’t hesitate to bring up any 
problems you have. ■ The topic is complex but the book it¬ 
self is very approachable. — opposite unapproachable 

2 not used before a noun : able to be reached or approached ■ 
The cabin is approachable from several directions. 

— ap-proach-abii*i-ty /a^routfa'bilati/ noun [noncount] • 
He’s known for his approachability. 

ap«prO*ba*tion Aaepra'beijan/ noun [noncount] formal 
: praise or approval • The company has even received the ap¬ 
probation of its former critics. 

1 ap«pro»pri-ate /a'prouprijat/ adj [more most ~] : right 
or suited for some purpose or situation ■ It’s a formal occa¬ 
sion and appropriate attire/dress/clothing is expected. (=you 
are expected to wear formal clothing] ■ Red wine would have 
been a more appropriate choice with the meal. ■ We’ll need to 
find an appropriate [^suitable] place to store the fuel. ■ Do 
you think the movie is appropriate for small children (to 
see)? = Do you think it’s appropriate for small children to see 
the movie? ■ The movie is perfectly/entirely appropriate to/ 
for people of all ages. — opposite inappropriate 

— ap-pro-pri-ate-ly adv • The dinner is formal, so please 
dress appropriately. ■ She met her husband, appropriately 
enough, at a wedding. — ap-pro-pri-ate-ness noun [non¬ 
count] ■ He questioned the appropriateness of the movie for 
young children. 

2 ap«pro*pri*ate /a'proupriieit/ verb -ates; -abed; -at-ing 

[+ obj] 

1 : to get or save (money) for a specific use or purpose ■ The 
town has appropriated funds to repair the bridge and work 
should begin this summer. 

2 : to take or use (something) especially in a way that is ille¬ 
gal, unfair, etc. ■ The economy has been weakened by cor¬ 
rupt officials who have appropriated the country’s resources 
for their own use. ■ Elements of the design were appropriated 
from other architects. ■ The term “bad” has been appropriat¬ 
ed by teenagers as a synonym for “good.” — compare mis¬ 
appropriate 

ap*prO*pri*a«tion /3,proupri , ei.fan/ noun, pi -tions formal 

1 [noncount] : the act of appropriating something: such as 
a : the act of getting or saving money for a specific use or 
purpose ■ the appropriation of funds to repair the bridge b 
: the act of taking or using something especially in a way 
that is illegal, unfair, etc. ■ The economy has been weakened 
by the appropriation of the country’s resources by corrupt 
officials. 

2 [count] : an amount of money that is used or provided by a 
government for a specific purpose • The library’s appropria¬ 
tion (from the state) has decreased over the years. 

ap»prov»al /a'pruival/ noun, pi -als 

1 [noncount] : the belief that something or someone is good 
or acceptable : a good opinion of someone or something ■ 
children who never gained/won their parents' approval • He 
nodded in full approval of their decision. [=he nodded to 
show that he agreed with their decision] ■ I hope that these 
arrangements meet with your approval. [=1 hope that these 
arrangements are acceptable to you; I hope that you approve 
of these arrangements] ■ The governor’s approval rating with 
the voters is going up. [=a larger number of voters say that 
the governor is doing a good job] — opposite disapproval 

2 : permission to do something : acceptance of an idea, ac¬ 
tion, plan, etc. [noncount] Do I have your approval to make 
the changes? ■ The change is subject to the committee’s ap¬ 
proval. [=the change must be approved by the committee] ■ 
The rally will be on May 19, provided the city gives its ap¬ 
proval. ■ The company is seeking approval of the drug [=is 
seeking official permission to sell the drug] as a treatment 
for cancer. ■ The government has so far withheld approval of 
the drug, [count] We were required to get approvals at each 
stage of the project. — see also seal of approval at 2 seal 

on approval *$■ If you buy something on approval , you can 
return it after using it for a period of time if you decide 
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that you do not want it. ■ We bought the new furniture on 
approval. 

approve /a'pruiv/ verb -proves; -proved; -proving 

T [no obj ]: to believe that something or someone is good or 
acceptable ■ I don’t care if all the other parents are letting 
their kids do it; I still don’t approve. — often + of m I still don’t 
approve of it. ■ I don’t approve of the way he treats his wife. = 

1 don’t approve of him treating his wife the way he does. 

— opposite DISAPPROVE 

2 [+ obj] : to officially accept (an idea, action, plan, etc.) • 
The state has approved the building plans, so work on the 
new school can begin immediately. ■ Your supervisor must 
approve the report before it can be sent. — often used as (be) 
approved ■ The drug is expected to be approved as a treat¬ 
ment for cancer by the end of the year. • Your application 
has been approved. 

approved school noun, pi ~ schools [count] Brit : a spe¬ 
cial school in past times for children who committed crimes 
approving adj [more most ~] : showing that you believe 
that something or someone is good or acceptable : showing 
approval ■ an approving nod/smile 

— ap-prov.ingdy /a'pruivirjli/ adv ■ She spoke approvingly 
of their efforts. ■ He nodded approvingly. 

approx, abbr approximate; approximately 
1 ap*prox«i»mate /a'praiksamat/ adj : almost correct or ex¬ 
act ■ This is the approximate location of the ancient city. ■ 
her approximate age : close in value or amount but not pre¬ 
cise ■ Can you give me the approximate cost of the repair? 

— ap.proximate.ly adv ■ The repair should cost approxi¬ 
mately [=about, around, roughly] $200. 

2 ap-prox-i-mate /a'praiksa.meit/ verb -mates; -matted; 
-mat-ing 

1 a : to be very similar to but not exactly like (something) 
[+ obj] I’ve finally found a vegetarian burger that approxi¬ 
mates the taste of real beef. ■ The colors in the pictures can 
only approximate the real thing, [no obj] ( chiefly Brit ) — + to 
• The colors in the pictures can only approximate to the real 
thing, b [+ obj ]: to do or make a thing that is very similar to 
but not exactly like (something) ■ an Australian who can ap¬ 
proximate a strong New York City accent 

2 [+ obj] : to calculate the almost exact value or position of 
(something) ■ Students learned to approximate [= estimate] 
the distance between the Earth and the planets. 

ap*prox*i*ma*tion /a.pra.ksa'meijan/ noun, pi -tions 
[count] 

1 : an amount, figure, etc., that is almost correct and is not 
intended to be exact : an approximate amount, figure, etc. ■ 
These numbers are only approximations [= estimates ] but 
they give us some idea of what we can afford. ■ This isn’t an 
exact figure but I think it’s a good/rough approximation of 
what the land is worth. 

2 : something that is similar to something else ■ The color of 
the paint isn’t the exact same color as the vase, but it’s a 
close approximation. — usually + of or to ■ The astronauts 
train in a room that provides an approximation of conditions 
in space. ■ There’s little more than a vague approximation to 
the truth in their story. 

appt. abbr appoint; appointed; appointment 
ap'pur*te«nance /a'patonans/ noun, pi -nanc-es [count] 
formal : an object that is used with or for something — usu¬ 
ally plural ■ an office equipped with all the appurtenances 
[= accessories 1 of the modern business world 
Apr. abbr April 

APR /,ei,pi:'ci &/ noun [singular] business : the rate at which 
interest on a loan is calculated over the period of a year *$■ 
APR is an abbreviation of “annual percentage rate.” 
apres—Ski /ia:,prei'ski:/ noun [noncount] : social activities 
after a day of skiing — often used before another noun ■ an 
apres-ski party 

apri'COt /'£epr3,ka.t, *eipr3,ka:t/ noun, pi -cots [count] : a 
small orange-colored fruit that is related to the peach and 
plum — see color picture on page C5 
April /'eipral/ noun, pi Aprils : the fourth month of the year 
[noncount] in (early/middle/mid-/late) April • early/late in 
April ■ We arrived on April the fourth. = (US) We arrived on 
April fourth. = We arrived on the fourth of April, [count] We 
have had snowstorms the last few April s. ■ The children have 
a week off from school every April. — abbr. Apr. 

April Fools’ Day or April Fool’s Day noun [singular] 
: April 1 celebrated as a day on which people play tricks on 
each other — called also All Fools' Day A trick that is 
played on April Fools’ Day is often called an April Fools’ 


trick or April Fools’ joke. A person who is tricked on April 
Fools’ Day is sometimes called an April fool. 
a pri-O-ri /,a:pri'ori/ adj, formal : relating to what can be 
known through an understanding of how certain things 
work rather than by observation ■ There’s no a priori reason 
to think your expenses will remain the same in a new city. 

— compare a posteriori 

- a priori adv 

apron /'eiprsn/ noun, pi aprons [count] 

1 : a piece of clothing that is worn on the 
front of the body over clothes to keep them 
from getting dirty ■ a cook’s apron 

2 : the part of a stage that is in front of the 
curtain — called also apron stage 

3 : the paved part of an airport where air¬ 
planes load or unload or are turned around 

apron String noun, pi strings [count]: ei¬ 
ther one of a pair of strings that are attached 
to an apron and are used to keep it close to 
your body — usually used figuratively ■ At 38 
years old, he’s still tied to his mother’s apron 
strings. [=he is still controlled by his mother] ■ 

The company has relied on government sup¬ 
port, but the government is now threatening 
to cut the apron strings. [=to stop providing 
support] 

1 ap*ro>pOS /,£epr3'poo/ adj [more most ~] 

: suitable or appropriate ■ The ceremony con- apron 
eluded with the reading of an apropos poem. ■ 

The comment, though unexpected, was apropos. 

2 apropoS prep : with regard to (something) : apropos of ■ 
Apropos [concerning] the proposed changes, I think more 
information is needed. 

apropos Of prep : with regard to (something) ■ Apropos of 
[concerning] the proposed changes, I think more informa¬ 
tion is needed. ■ Her comment about the weather was apro¬ 
pos of nothing. [=did not relate to any previous topic] 
apse /'seps/ noun, pi aps«es [count]: a part of a church that 
is shaped like a half circle and that is usually at the east end 
of the building 

apt /'zept/ adj apt-er; apt*est [or more most ~] 

1 : likely to do something : having a tendency to do some¬ 
thing — followed by to + verb ■ Don’t wake him; he’s apt to 
become angry. ■ Adolescents are more apt to take risks than 
adults are. 

2 : appropriate or suitable ■ an apt remark ■ “Stripe" is an apt 
name for the cat, since she has striped fur. 

3 : quick to learn ■ a very apt student/pupil 

— apt-ly adv ■ The cat is aptly named “Stripe.” — apbness 
noun [noncount] • the aptness of the remarks 

apt. abbr 1 apartment 2 aptitude 

ap*ti*tllde /'£ept3,tu:d, Brit 'septa,tju:d/ noun, pi -tudes : a 
natural ability to do something or to learn something 
[count] The new test is supposed to measure the aptitudes of 
the students. ■ Anyone who can speak five languages obvi¬ 
ously has a great natural aptitude for (learning) languages. 
[noncount] She’s shown great natural aptitude for (learning) 
languages. ■ a test of aptitude = an aptitude test [-a test that is 
designed to show how easily someone will be able to learn 
certain skills] 

aqua /'cckws/ noun, pi aquas [count, noncount] : a light 
greenish-blue color — see color picture on page C2 

- aqua adj 

aqua*ma-rine /iCiikwsms'riin/ noun, pi -rines 

1 [count] : a pale greenish-blue stone that is used in jewelry 

— see color picture on page Cl 1 

2 [count, noncount] : a pale greenish-blue color that is more 
blue than aqua 

- aquamarine adj 
aquar-i-um /s'kwerijsm/ 

noun, pi -i*ums or -ia /-ijs/ 

[count] 

1 : a glass or plastic contain¬ 
er in which fish and other 
water animals and plants can 
live 

2 : a building people can vis¬ 
it to see water animals and 
plants 

Aquar-i-US /s'kwerijss/ 
noun, pi -us»es 

1 [ noncount ] : the 11th sign aquarium 
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of the zodiac that comes between Capricorn and Pisces and 
is symbolized by a person carrying a jug of water — see pic¬ 
ture at ZODIAC 

2 [count] : a person bom under the sign Aquarius : a person 
bom between January 20th and February 18th ■ She was 
bom on February third, so she’s an Aquarius. 
aquat-ic /a'kwa:tik/ adj 

1 : living or found in or near water • aquatic animals/plants ■ 
aquatic environments 

2 : of or relating to the animals and plants that live in or near 
water ■ aquatic biology ■ an aquatic biologist 

3 : done in or on water ■ aquatic sports 

aq*ue*duct /'2ekwa,dAkt/ noun, pi -ducts [count] : a struc¬ 
ture that looks like a bridge and that is used to carry water 
over a valley; also : a pipe or channel that is used to bring 
water to an area 

aque-OUS /'eikwijas/ adj, technical : containing water or 
similar to water ■ an aqueous solution/fluid 
aqui*fer /'®kwafo/ noun, pi -fers [count] technical : a layer 
of rock or sand that can absorb and hold water ■ an under¬ 
ground aquifer 

aq-uMine/'gekwa^ain/a*# [more most ~] 

1 : curving like an eagle’s beak ■ an aquiline nose 

2 : like an eagle ■ an actor with aquiline features I=an actor 
whose face has an angular shape like an eagle's face] 

aquiv-er /a'kwivay adj, not used before a noun : shaking or 
trembling because of strong emotion : quivering ■ He was all 
aquiver with excitement/rage. 

AR abbr Arkansas 

-ar M adj suffix : of or relating to ■ molecular ■ circular 
Ar-ab /'erab/ noun, pi -abs [count] 

1 : a member of the people who are originally from the Ara¬ 
bian Peninsula and who now live mostly in the Middle East 
and northern Africa 

2 Brit : Arabian horse 

— Arab adj ■ the Arab states ■ Arab history ■ an Arab scholar 
of the Arabic language 

ar*a*besque /,era'besk/ noun, pi -besques 

1 [count] : a complicated decorative design made with many 
lines that curve and cross each other 

2 : a ballet position in which the dancer stands on one foot 
and holds one arm forward while the other arm and leg are 
held out behind [count] The students practiced their ara¬ 
besques. [noncount] She held her arms in arabesque. 

— arabesque adj ■ an arabesque pattern 

Ara-bi-an /a'reibijan/ adj : from or in Arabia ■ Arabian cit¬ 
ies/scenery ■ the Arabian Desert : connected with the Arab 
people ■ Arabian history/culture/music 
Arabian horse noun, pi ~ horses [count] : a type of horse 
originally from Arabia 

Ar«a«biC /'erabik/ noun [noncount] : the language of the 
Arab people ■ fluent in Arabic 

— Arabic adj ■ an Arab scholar of the Arabic language ■ Ara¬ 
bic literature/writing ■ the Arabic alphabet 

Arabic numeral noun, pi ~ -rals [count] : any one of the 
number symbols 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 0 — compare ro¬ 
man NUMERAL 

ar*a*ble /'erabal/ adj 

1 [more most —] : suitable for farming : able to produce 
crops ■ The family is selling several acres of arable land. 

2 Brit : of or relating to growing crops ■ arable farming ■ ar¬ 
able farmers 

arach-nid /a'reeknad/ noun, pi -nids [count] technical : a 
kind of animal that has eight legs and a body formed of two 
parts ■ Spiders, scorpions, mites, and ticks are arachnids. 

— see color picture on page CIO 
ar-bi-ter /'aibatay noun, pi -ters [count] 

1 : a person who is considered to be an authority on what is 
right, good, or proper — often + of • an arbiter of fashion/ 
manners/grammar ■ He is regarded as an arbiter of taste in 
the world of jazz. 

2 : a person who has the power to settle an argument be¬ 
tween people ■ The mayor will act as the final arbiter in any 
disputes between board members. 

ar*bi*trage /'a^ba^ra^/ noun [noncount] business : the 
practice of buying something (such as foreign money, gold, 
etc.) in one place and selling it almost immediately in anoth¬ 
er place where it is worth more 

— ar-bi-tra-geur /,aaba,tra: , 3 ay also US ar-bl«trag-er 

/'a^ba^ro^a 1 / noun, pi -geurs also US -gers [count] 
ar*bi*trary /'a^ba^reri, Brit 'aibatrari/ adj 


1 [more most ~]: not planned or chosen for a particular 
reason * An arbitrary number has been assigned to each dis¬ 
trict. : not based on reason or evidence ■ I don’t know why I 
chose that one; it was a completely arbitrary decision. 

2 ; done without concern for what is fair or right ■ Although 
arbitrary arrests are illegal, they continue to occur in many 
parts of the country. 

— ar*bi*trari*ly Aa^ba'trerali, Brit 'aibatrarali/ adv ■ The 
number was arbitrarily chosen. — ar*bi*trari*ness 
/‘aaha^rerinas, Brit 'a:batrarinas/ noun [noncount] 

ar-bi«trate /'a;*ba,treit/ verb -trates; -trat-ed; -trat-ing 
: to settle an argument between two people or groups after 
hearing the opinions and ideas of both [no obj \ The council 
will arbitrate among the interest groups. ■ arbitrate between 
managers and staff [+ obj] She will arbitrate the dispute. 
ar-bi*tra-tion /,aaba'treijan/ noun [noncount] : a process 
of settling an argument or disagreement in which the people 
or groups on both sides present their opinions and ideas to a 
third person or group ■ Both parties have agreed to (go to) 
arbitration. • a dispute settled by arbitration 
ar«bi"tra*tor /'a 2 rba,treitay noun, pi -tors [count] : a person 
who is chosen to settle a disagreement between people or 
groups ■ Both sides agreed to accept a decision by an impar¬ 
tial arbitrator. 

ar*bor ( US) or Brit ar-bour /'a^bay 
noun, pi -bors [count] : a wooden 
shelter in a garden that is shaped like 
an arch and that plants grow over 
ar-bo-re-al /aa^borijal /adj 

1 formal + literary : of or relating to 
trees ■ the forest’s arboreal beauty 

2 technical : living in or often found in 
trees ■ an arboreal monkey 

ar-bO*re-tum Aaaba'riitam/ noun, pi 
-re*tums or -re-ta /-'rirta/ [count] : a 
place where trees and plants are grown 
in order to be studied or seen by the 
public 

1 arc /'aak/ noun, pi arcs [count] 

1 : a line or shape that is curved like part of a circle ■ He 
bent the twig into an arc. ■ The ball floated in a high arc. 

— see picture at geometry 

2 technical : a brightly glowing electric current that flows 
across an open space between two points (such as two elec¬ 
trodes) ■ an electric arc 

2 arc verb arcs; arced /'aakt/; arc-ing /'aa-kio/ [no obj\ 

1 : to move or lie in a curving path : to follow an arc-shaped 
course ■ The arrow arced through the air. ■ A light arced 
across the sky. ■ The island chain arcs from north to south. 

2 technical : to form an electric arc 
ar*cade /a^'keid/ noun, pi -cades [count] 

1 : a row of arches that are supported by columns 

2 : an arched or covered passageway with many shops; also, 
chiefly Brit : a building that includes many shops ■ a shop¬ 
ping arcade 

3 : a place with many games that can be played by putting 
coins in them — often used before another noun ■ an arcade 
game — called also (Brit) amusement arcade, (US) penny ar¬ 
cade 

ar*ca«dia or Ar*ca*dia /aa^keidija/ noun [noncount] : a 
very pleasant and quiet place or scene 
ar*cane /a^'kein/ adj [more most ~] : secret or mysteri¬ 
ous : known or understood by only a few people ■ an arcane 
scientific puzzle ■ an arcane ritual ■ a theory filled with ar¬ 
cane details 

1 arch /'aatf/ noun, pi arch-es [count] 

1 : a usually curved part of a structure that is over an open¬ 
ing and that supports a wall or other weight above the open¬ 
ing 

2 : the raised area on the bottom of the foot that is formed 
by a curved section of bones — see picture at foot 

3 : something that has a curved shape ■ There was a slight 
arch to her eyebrows. ■ an arch in the cat’s back 

2 arch verb arches; arched; arch-ing : to bend into the 
shape of an arch : curve [+ obj] She arched her arm/back/ 
neck. ■ The cat arched its back. ■ She arched her eyebrows in 
surprise, [no obj] A tree arches over the road. ■ She arched 
backward to begin the exercise. 

— arched adj ■ the cat’s arched back ■ her arched eyebrows ■ 
arched ceilings/doorway/gateway/roof/windows 

3 arch adj : having or showing an amused feeling of being su¬ 
perior to or knowing more than other people ■ an arch look ■ 
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a politician known for his arch humor ■ The novel is never 
mocking or arch in its tone. 

— arch-ly adv ■ an archly playful reply ■ an essay with an 
archly comic title — arch*ness noun [noncount] 

arch- /,aatf/ prefix 

1 : main or chief ■ archenemy • arch bishop ■ arch rival 

2 : extreme ■ arch conservative 

ar-chae-ol-o-gy or chiefly US ar-che-ol-o-gy 

/,a^ki'a:l3cbi/ noun [noncount] : a science that deals with 
past human life and activities by studying the bones, tools, 
etc., of ancient people 

— ar-chae-o-log-i-cal or chiefly US ar-che-o-log-i-cal 

Aa^kija'Iarcfeikal/ adj ■ an archaeological site/dig — ar- 

chae-o-log-i-caMy or chiefly US ar-che-o-log-i-cal-ly 

/,a^kij3*la:cbikli/ adv — ar-chae*ol*0*glst or chiefly US 
ar-che-ol-o-gist /la^ki'ailacfcist/ noun, pi -gists [count] 
ar-cha-ic /a^'kejik/ adj 

1 : old and no longer used ■ the archaic word “methinks" ■ 
archaic spellings of words ■ archaic customs synonyms see 
1 OLD 

2 [ more most ~] : old and no longer useful: outdated ■ 
The company needs to update its archaic computer systems. 

3 : of or relating to ancient times ■ archaic art 
ar-cha-ism /"aa-khizam/ noun, pi -isms [count] : an old 

word or expression that is no longer used : an archaic word 
or expression ■ the archaisms “methinks” and “saith” 
arch*an»gel /'azrtf,eincfe3l/ noun, pi -gels [Count] : an angel 
of the highest rank 

arch-bish*op /a^f'bijap/ noun, pi -Ops [count] : the bish¬ 
op of highest rank in a particular area 
arch«bish*op*ric /a^tf'bijapnk/ noun, pi -rics [count] 
: the rank of an archbishop or the area over which an arch¬ 
bishop has authority 

arch-con-ser-va-tive /a^tfkan's^vativ/ noun, pi -tives 
[count] : a person who is extremely conservative in politics 

— archconservative adj 

arch-dea-con /a^tf'diikan/ noun, pi -cons [count] : a 
church official who assists a bishop 
arch-di-O-cese /a^tf'daiasas/ noun, pi -ces-es [count] 
: the area an archbishop is in charge of : the diocese of an 
archbishop 

arch-duch*ess /a^f'dAlfas/ noun, pi -ess-es [count] 

1 : a princess of the royal family of Austria 

2 : the wife or widow of an archduke 

arch-duke /a^tf'duik, Brit atf'dju.k/ noun, pi -dukes 
[count] : a prince of the royal family of Austria 
arch-en-e-my /a^f'enami/ noun, pi -mies [count] : some¬ 
one’s main enemy ■ The two politicians were archenemies. ■ 
The country went to war with its archenemy. 
archeology chiefly US spelling of archaeology 
ar-cher /'o.?r$?r/ noun, pi -chers [count] : a person who 
shoots with a bow and arrow 

ar-Chery /'a^fari/ noun [noncount] : the sport or skill of 
shooting with a bow and arrow — often used before another 
noun ■ an archery competition/contest ■ archery equipment 
ar-Che-type /'a34ci,taip/ noun, pi -types [count] : a perfect 
example of something ■ He is the archetype of a successful 
businessman. ■ an archetype of the modem family 

— ar-che-typ-al Aa^ki'taipal/ adj [more most ~] ■ an ar¬ 
chetypal businessman • an archetypal American town 

ar-chi-pel-a-go /^^ka'pcia^ou/ noun, pi -goes or -gos 
[count] : a group of islands 
ar-chi-tect / l a»k3,tekt/ noun, pi -tects [count] 

1 : a person who designs buildings ■ a famous architect 

2 : a person who designs and guides a plan, project, etc. — 
usually + of • He is the main/chief/principal architect of the 
country’s foreign policy. ■ an architect of the peace proposal ■ 
She earned praise as the architect of a new school program. 

ar-chi-tec-ture /'a»k3,tek $&/ noun, pi -tures 

1 [noncount] : the art or science of designing and creating 
buildings ■ In college, he studied architecture. 

2 [noncount] : a method or style of building ■ The architec¬ 
ture of the building is modem. 

3 [count] technical : the way in which the parts of a comput¬ 
er are organized ■ different program architectures 

— ar-chi-tec-tur-al /.a^ka'tektfaral/ adj • architectural 
blueprints/designs/drawings/plans ■ an architectural detail/ 
element/feature/style — ar-chi-tec-tur-al-ly adv ■ archi¬ 
tecturally wonderful buildings 

1 ar-chive /'aa'ikaiv/ noun, pi -chives [count] : a place in 
which public records or historical materials (such as docu¬ 


ments) are kept ■ an archive of historical manuscripts • The 
original movie was stored in a film archive.', also : the materi¬ 
al that is stored in an archive ■ He has been reading through 
the archives to research his article on the town’s history. 

— ar-chi-val /aa^karval/ adj ■ archival resources/material 
2 archive verb -chives; -chived; -chiv-ing [+ obj\ : to col- 

lect and store materials (such as recordings, documents, or 
computer files) so that they can be found and used when 
they are needed ■ The organization was devoted to catalog¬ 
ing and archiving printed materials on the labor movement. ■ 
She archived her e-mail messages in a folder on her hard 
drive. ■ a collection of archived articles 
ar-Chi-VISt /'a^kavist/ noun, pi -vists [count] : a person 
who has the job of collecting and storing the materials in an 
archive 

arch-ri-val /a^f'raival/ noun, pi -vals [count] : someone’s 
chief rival or opponent ■ In baseball, the Boston Red Sox and 
the New York Yankees are archrivals. 
arch-Way /'aatf,wei/ tight*, p/ -ways [count] : a passage that 
goes under an arch; also : an arch over a passage 
arc-tic /'a^ktik/ adj 

1 or Arctic always used before a noun : of or relating to the 
North Pole or the region around it ■ off the arctic coast ■ The 
group is involved in Arctic exploration. ■ Arctic waters 

— compare antarctic 

2 : very cold ■ arctic temperatures 
Arctic Circle noun 

the Arctic Circle : an imaginary line that goes around the 
Earth near the North Pole 

ar-dent /'a&dpt/ adj [more most ~] ; having or showing 
very strong feelings ■ She is an ardent [=fervent] believer in 
her religion. [=she believes very strongly in her religion] ■ an 
ardent [= passionate] admirer ■ ardent fans ■ ardent [^amo¬ 
rous] lovers 

— ar-dent-ly adv 

ar-dor {US) or chiefly Brit ar-dour /'a^da 1 / noun, pi -dors 

1 : a strong feeling of energy or eagerness [noncount] He 
preached with the ardor [-fervor] of a true believer, [count] 
the sudden ardors of youth 

2 [noncount] : a strong feeling of love ■ young love, with all 
its ardor [=passion] and intensity 

ar-dU-OUS /'aa-cfeawas/ adj [more most ~] : very difficult 
■ He went through a long and arduous training program. ■ ar¬ 
duous efforts ■ years of arduous study ■ an arduous chore/du- 
ty/job/task ■ an arduous journey across miles of desert 

— ar-du-ous-ly adv • working arduously — ar-du-ous- 
ness noun [noncount] 

are see be 

ar-ea /*erij3/ noun, pi ar-eas 

1 [count] a : a part or section within a larger place : re¬ 
gion ■ Settlers came to this area from the east. ■ The group 
visited the area during a hunting trip. ■ in the area surround¬ 
ing the lake ■ The storm caused damage in many areas along 
the coast. ■ a bird found only in remote areas of the U.S. ■ in 
many areas of the world ■ He is the metropolitan area’s most 
popular politician. ■ urban and rural areas • He lived in an 
unfashionable area of the city. ■ a residential area ■ One of 
our representatives will be in your area [= neighborhood] next 
week, b : a section of space within a building, room, etc. ■ 
She set aside a work area in the kitchen. ■ The dining area 
has extra windows. ■ We were asked to wait in the reception 
area. ■ The park had several picnic areas. 

2 [count]: a part of the surface of something (such as a per¬ 
son’s body or a piece of cloth) ■ Choose a small area of the 
fabric to test first. ■ The patient was having pain in the shoul¬ 
der/abdominal area. = The patient was having pain in the 
area of the shoulder/abdomen. 

3 [count] : a field of activity or study ■ The discovery has 
opened up new areas of/for research. ■ The budget continues 
to be a major area of concern. ■ a problem area ■ the whole 
area of foreign policy • She wants the government to provide 
more help in the area of health care. ■ Your question falls 
outside my area of expertise. ■ There are still some areas of 
disagreement between the two sides. — see also gray area 

4 : the amount of space inside a shape, surface, region, 
room, etc. [count] The students learned how to calculate the 
area of a triangle. ■ a circle with an area of 500 square meters 
• The park has an area of 2 square miles, [noncount] a circle 
that is 500 square meters in area ■ ( chiefly US) The nightclub 
provided enough area [-room, space] for a dance floor. 

in the area of : close to (an amount) ■ The project will cost 
(somewhere) in the area of $50,000. 
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area code noun, pi ~ codes [count]: a number that repre- 
sents each telephone service area in a country (such as the 
U.S. or Canada) — called also (Brit) dialling code 
are-na /a'rima/ noun, pi -nas [count] 

1 : a building for sports and other forms of entertainment 
that has a large central area surrounded by seats ■ a basket¬ 
ball/hockey arena 

2 : an area of activity, interest, or competition • Congress be¬ 
came an arena of opposing views. • the toughest political are¬ 
na in the world ■ The economic arena has been dominated 
by that country. 

arena football noun [noncount] US : a game that is like 
American football but that is played indoors on a shorter 
field 

aren’t /'da^nt, ‘arsnt/ 

1 — used as a contraction of are not ■ We aren't ready to 
leave. 

2 — used in questions as a contraction of am not • Aren ’ 1 1 in¬ 
cluded too? = I’m included too, aren’t I? [=am I not also in¬ 
cluded?] 

ar-gon /'aa^gain/ noun [noncount] : a chemical element that 
is a colorless gas and that is used in various products (such as 
lasers and some electric light bulbs) 
ar-got /'aagat, 'aagou/ noun, pi -gots : the language used 
by a particular type or group of people [noncount] people 
communicating in criminal argot l=the language used by 
criminals] [count] groups communicating in their own se¬ 
cret argots 

ar-g u-able /Vwgjuwabsi/ adj 

1 : not certain or clearly true : open to argument, dispute, or 
question ■ That word’s pronunciation is arguable. • the argu¬ 
able [=questionable] benefits of trying to follow every fad 
diet ■ That is an arguable point of view. 

2 : possibly true — used to say that there are good reasons 
for believing that a statement is true ■ It is arguable that he’s 
the best writer of his generation. 

ar*gu-ably /'a^gjuwabli/ adv : it can be argued — used to 
say that a statement is very possibly true even if it is not cer¬ 
tainly true ■ He is atguably the best writer of his generation. 
[=he may well be the best writer of his generation] • It is argu¬ 
ably the busiest airport in the world. 
ar«gue /'a^gju/ verb -gues; -gued; -gu-ing 

1 a : to give reasons for or against something : to say or 
write things in order to change someone’s opinion about 
what is true, what should be done, etc. [no obj] She argued 
against the proposed law. ■ The senator argued in favor of 
lowering taxes. ■ They argued (convincingly/persuasively) 
against cutting the budget. ■ He’s always willing to argue for 
what is right. ■ argue for better funding [+ obj] She argued 
that the proposed law should be defeated. ■ He argued that 
it’s far too early to make a decision, b [+ obj] : to cause 
(someone) to decide to do or not do something by giving rea¬ 
sons ■ They tried to argue their parents into getting a new 
car. [=to persuade their parents to get a new car] ■ No one 
can argue me out of doing this. 

2 [no obj]: to disagree or fight by using angry words : quar¬ 
rel ■ Their neighbors argued (with each other) all the time. ■ 
They started arguing about/over politics/religion. • She 
would argue with anyone. 

3 [no obj] : to express doubt or disagreement about some¬ 
thing — + with ■ You can’t argue with her success. [=you 
can’t deny that she is successful] 

4 a [no obj] : to show that something is or is not necessary, 
appropriate, etc. — usually + for or against ■ The result ar¬ 
gues for a new approach. [=the result shows that we need a 
new approach] b [+ obj] formal: to give evidence of (some¬ 
thing) ■ The facts argue [= indicate, show] his innocence. 
argue the toss see 2 toss 

— ar-gu-er noun, pi -ers [count] 
ar«gu«ment /■aagjamant/ noun, pi -ments 

1 a [count] : a statement or series of statements for or 
against something • They made a compelling/convincing/ 
persuasive/strong argument for our participation. • The com¬ 
mittee presented strong arguments against building a new 
school. ■ a lawyer’s closing argument at the trial ■ His argu¬ 
ment did not convince his opponents, b [noncount] : a dis¬ 
cussion in which people express different opinions about 
something ■ Let us accept, for the sake of argument, that she 
is right. ■ Don’t you want to hear both sides of the argument ? 

2 : an angry disagreement: quarrel [count] They were al¬ 
ways getting into arguments about/over politics. ■ There 
were many arguments about/over the new design. • They set¬ 


tled an argument that started in class. ■ I don’t want to hear 
any arguments about whether you’ll go. [noncount] I don’t 
want to hear any argument about whether you’ll go. ■ You’ll 
get no argument from me. [=1 won’t disagree] ■ On that issue, 
there’s no argument, [^disagreement] 

3 [singular] : something which shows that something is or is 
not necessary, appropriate, etc. — usually + for or against ■ 
The result is an argument for a new approach. [=the result 
shows that we need to try a new approach] 
ar*gU-men*ta*tion /lOa-gjamanHeiJan/ noun [noncount] 
formal : the act or process of giving reasons for or against 
something : the act or process of making and presenting ar¬ 
guments • He tried to use argumentation to convince his op¬ 
ponents, rather than force. 

ar*gu*men-ta-tive /iCi^gja'mentativ/ adj [more most ~] 
: tending to argue : having or showing a tendency to dis¬ 
agree or argue with other people in an angry way : quar¬ 
relsome ■ an argumentative person ■ He became more argu¬ 
mentative during the debate. ■ an argumentative essay 

- ar-gu-men-ta-tive-ly adv - ar-gu-men-ta-tive-ness 
noun [noncount] 

ar-gy—bar-gy Aaa-cfci'ba^cfei/ noun, Brit, informal : an ar¬ 
gument or disagreement: squabble [singular] The tenants 
got into a bit of an argy-bargy with each other, [noncount] 
There’s been a certain amount of argy-bargy between the 
tenants. 

aria /'arija/ noun, pi ari*as [count] : a song in an opera sung 
by one person 

ar-id /'erad/ adj [more most ~ ] 

1 : very dry : having very little rain or water ■ an arid desert 
■ arid lands/regions 

2 : lacking in interest and life ■ a dull and arid textbook 

— aridity /a'ndsti/ noun [noncount] • the aridity of the land 
Ar-i-es /'eriz/ noun, pi Aries 

1 [noncount] : the first sign of the zodiac : the sign of the zo¬ 
diac that comes between Pisces and Taurus and has a ram as 
its symbol — see picture at ZODIAC 

2 [count] : a person born under the sign of Aries : a person 
bom between March 21 and April 19 • My friend is an Aries 
and I’m a Taurus. 

aright /a'rait/ adv, old-jashioned + literary : so as to be cor¬ 
rect ■ His name was Jones, if I remember aright. [= rightly, 
correctly] ■ He tried to set/put things aright, [-right, to rights] 

arise /a'raiz/ verb aris-es; arose /a'rouz/; aris-en /g'nzp/; 
arising [no obj] 

1 a : to begin to occur or to exist ■ These problems arise 
when people try to avoid responsibility. ■ Questions have 
arisen conceming/about the company’s financial records. ■ 
The sport arose in the 19th century. ■ The opportunity arose 
for a new position to be created. ■ A conflict arose because of 
a misunderstanding. ■ Jobs will be created as/when the need 
arises. [=jobs will be created when they are needed] ■ Should 
the need arise, he can defend himself. [=he can defend him¬ 
self if it is necessary to do so] b : to begin at a source ■ Tu¬ 
mors arose in different areas of the skin. — usually + from • 
arteries that arise from the aorta ■ small roots arising from the 
stems ■ The disease probably arose from a virus. • The river 
arises from two main sources. 

2 a : to get up from sleep or after lying down ■ He arose 
[=(more commonly) rose] refreshed after a good night’s 
sleep, b : to stand up ■ He arose [=(more commonly) rose] 
from his chair. 

3 : to move upward ■ Mist arose [=(more commonly) rose] 
from the valley. 

ar*is*tOC*ra*cy Aera'staikrasi/ noun, pi -cies [count] : the 
highest social class in some countries : the people who have 
special titles (such as duke and duchess ), who typically own 
land, and who traditionally have more money and power 
than the other people in a society ■ a member of the aristoc¬ 
racy 

aris-to-crat /a'nsta^rset/ noun, pi -crats [count] : a mem¬ 
ber of an aristocracy • an aristocrat by birth 

— aris*to*crat-ic /a.nsta'krgetik/ adj [more most ~] ■ 
aristocratic titles like duke and duchess — aris*to»crat»i- 
cal-ly /ainsta'kratikli/ adv 

arith-me-tic /a'nGma^ik/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a branch of mathematics that deals with numbers and 
their addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division 

2 : the act or process of calculating a number ■ a software 
program that will do the arithmetic for you 

- ar-ith-met-ic /.enG'metik/ or ar-ith-met-i*cal /,enG- 
'metikal/ adj — ar»ith»met»i»caMy AenG'metikli/ adv 
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Ark /'u^*k/ noun [ singular] in Che Bible : the ship in which 
Noah and his family were saved from a great flood that God 
sent down on the world in ancient times ■ Noah’s Ark 
1 arm /'a^m/ noun, pi arms [count] 

1 : either one of the two long body parts that join the top of 
your body at the shoulder and that end at the hand or wrist ■ 
He has big, strong, muscular arms. ■ She broke her left arm. 
= Her left arm was/got broken. ■ He hurt his throwing/pitch¬ 
ing arm [=the arm that he uses to throw/pitch a ball] in the 
last game. ■ She put/threw her arms around him. [=she 
hugged him] ■ She had a newspaper tucked under her atm. ■ 
He was carrying a bag of groceries in each arm. ■ He gave/of¬ 
fered his arm to her, and she took it. I=she held onto his arm] 
■ She grabbed my arm. = She grabbed me by the arm. ■ He 
was standing there with his arms crossed/folded. ■ She stood 
with her arms outstretched. = She stood with her arms wide 
open. ■ She sat cradling the baby in her arms. ■ I’ve known 
her since she was a babe in arms. [=a baby who is too young 
to walk and has to be held] ■ He took her in/into his arms 
I=he embraced her] and kissed her passionately. ■ She found 
him in the arms of [=being embraced by] another woman. ■ 
He showed up at the party with a young woman on his arm. 
[=holding his arm] ■ He took her (by the) arm and they 
walked in to dinner. — see picture at human 

2 : the part of a piece of clothing (such as a shirt or coat) 
that covers the arm : sleeve ■ The jacket’s arms are too 
tight. = The jacket is too tight in the arms. 

3 : a part of a piece of furniture (such as a chair or couch) 
that gives support for a person’s arm • the arm of the sofa 

— see also ‘armchair 

4 a : a long thin piece that is connected to the main part of a 
machine, structure, etc., and that looks or moves like a hu¬ 
man arm * the robot’s mechanical arm ■ the machine’s robot¬ 
ic arm • the arm of the record player b : a long and narrow 
area of water ■ an arm of the sea 

5 : the part of a group or organization that performs a spe¬ 
cific job or function — usually singular ■ the organization’s 
political arm I=the part of the organization that deals with 
politics] ■ It is the most powerful arm [= division] of the orga¬ 
nization. ■ the military arm of the government 

6 US, sports : a person’s ability to throw a ball — usually sin¬ 
gular ■ Their pitcher’s got a great arm. ■ a strong/weak arm 
an arm and a leg informal : a very large amount of money ■ 

It’s a reliable car, and it doesn’t cost an arm and a leg. [=it 
isn’t too expensive] 

arm in arm : next to each other with the arm of one person 
linked at the elbow to the arm of another person ■ an elder¬ 
ly couple walking down the street arm in arm 
a shot in the arm see ‘shot 
as long as someone’s arm see ‘long 
at arm’s length : from a distance that is the length of a per¬ 
son’s arm ■ It’s best to view the painting at arm's length. ■ 
holding a candle at arm’s length ^ To keep someone or 
something at arm’s length is to avoid being very close to or 
friendly with someone or something. ■ Since going to col¬ 
lege, he has kept his old friends at arm’s length. • They no 
longer trust her and are keeping her at arm’s length. • The 
government has kept the group at arm’s length until now. 
chance your arm see 2 chance 
give your right arm see ‘give 

the long arm of the law : the ability of the police to find 
and catch people who commit crimes ■ 7he long arm of the 
law finally caught up with him [=the police caught him] 30 
years later. ■ So far, she’s been able to escape the long atm 
of the law. 

twist someone’s arm see ‘twist 

with open arms : in a very kind and friendly way ■ We were 
welcomed back with open arms. 

— compare 2 ARM 
2 arm noun, pi arms 

1 [count] : a gun or other weapon that is used especially in a 
war — usually plural ■ The government was selling arms to 
other countries. ■ the right of individuals to carry/bear arms 
[-firearms] — often used before another noun ■ an arms 
agreement/deal ■ arms shipments ■ The United Nations lifted 
the arms embargo against the country. — see also ARMS 
RACE, FIREARM, SMALL ARMS 

2 arms [plural] : COAT of arms ■ the royal arms of Portugal 
call to arms 4- A call to arms is a request or command to be¬ 
come ready to fight. ■ The government issued a call to 
arms. The phrase is also used for something that tries to 
make people fight for a cause. ■ Her book is a political call 
to arms. 


in arms If someone is your brother/sister/comrade in 
arms, that person has helped you fight an enemy especially 
in a war. ■ He and I were brothers in arms. [=we fought in a 
war together] 

lay down your arms : to put down your weapons and stop 
fighting ■ The soldiers refused to lay down their arms, 
present arms military — used as a command to hold your 
rifle so that it points straight up in front of you as a sign of 
respect 

take up arms : to pick up weapons and become ready to 
fight ■ They took up arms to defend their city. ■ The rebels 
are taking up arms against their own government. 
under arms : serving In the military • the number of Amer¬ 
icans now under arms around the world 
up in arms : angry and ready to fight or argue ■ Voters were 
up in arms over the new taxes. 

— compare ‘arm 

3 arm verb arms; armed; arm>ing 

1 : to provide (yourself, a group, a country, etc.) with weap¬ 
ons especially in order to fight a war or battle [+ obj] They 
armed the men for battle. ■ The group of fighters was armed 
by a foreign government. ■ The two countries have been 
arming themselves for years, but now they have agreed to 
disarm. — often + with ■ The government has armed its mili¬ 
tary with the best weapons. ■ She armed herself with a kitch¬ 
en knife, [no obj] arming for battle ■ countries that are con¬ 
tinuing to arm f=to produce and gather weapons] 

— opposite disarm; see also ‘armed, unarmed 

2 [+ obj] : to provide (someone) with a way of fighting, com¬ 
peting, or succeeding ■ We armed ourselves with the tools we 
would need to survive in the forest. ■ They arm people with 
accurate information. ■ arming women with the right to vote 

3 [4- obj] : to make (a bomb, weapon, etc.) ready for use ■ 
Once the bomb has been armed, we have five minutes to es¬ 
cape. — opposite DISARM 

ar*ma*da /a»‘maids/ noun, pi -das [count] : a large group 
of ships, boats, etc. * an armada of fishing boats 
ar-ma'diMo Aaama'diloo/ 
noun, pi -I os [count] : a 
small American animal that 
lives underground and 
whose head and body are 
protected by a hard shell 

Ar>ma>ged*don 

Aa^ma'gedp/ noun : a final 
destructive battle or conflict 
[singular] trying to avoid/ 
avert the threat of a nuclear armadillo 

Armageddon [=a nuclear war 

that would destroy the world] [noncount] the threat of nu¬ 
clear Armageddon 

ar«ma*ment /'a^mamant/ noun, pi -merits 

1 [noncount] : the process of preparing for war by producing 
and obtaining weapons ■ The country’s armament will take 
years. — opposite disarmament 

2 armaments [plural] : military weapons that are used to 
fight a war ■ a small nation that is determined to have ade¬ 
quate armaments 

ar-ma-ture /'awnatf?/ noun, pi -tlires [count] technical 

1 : the part of an electric motor or generator that produces 
an electric current when it turns in a magnetic field 

2 : a frame used by a sculptor to support a figure that is be¬ 
ing modeled 

arm-band /'aa^b^nd/ noun, pi -bands 

1 [count] : a band worn around the arm; especially : one that 
is worn around the upper part of a sleeve to show who you 
are or to show that you are in mourning 

2 armbands [plural] Brit : water wings 

1 arm-chair /W mjSz&J noun, pi -Chairs [count] : a chair 
with supports for your arms 
2 armchair adj, always used before a noun 

1 — used to describe people who like to read about or watch 
the dangerous or exciting activities of other people ■ an arm¬ 
chair adventurer ■ armchair tourists/travelers 



2 — used to describe people who like to give opinions about 
matters they do not have to deal with themselves and do not 
have responsibility for ■ armchair strategists who second- 
guess generals 
1 armed /Wmd/ adj 

1 : involving the use of weapons ■ They planned an armed at¬ 
tack/assault on the country’s capital. ■ the threat of armed 
conflict ■ armed uprisings ■ He’s serving eight years for 
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armed robbery. [=robbery while carrying a gun or other 
weapon] — opposite unarmed; see also armed forces 

2 : carrying weapons ■ The building is surrounded by armed 
guards/soldiers. ■ an armed robber ■ He wasn’t armed at the 
time. (=he wasn’t carrying a gun] • The police said that the 
thieves should be considered armed and dangerous. • a 
group of heavily armed men [=men who are carrying many 
dangerous weapons] ■ The police were armed to the teeth. 
[=the police had many weapons] — often + with ■ The car 
was armed with explosives. ■ airplanes armed with bombs ■ 
The robber was armed with a knife. — opposite unarmed 

3 : having something that provides security or strength — 
usually -f with ■ We went into the forest armed with food, ex¬ 
tra clothes, and lots of bug spray. ■ journalists armed with 
cameras and notebooks ■ students armed with the knowledge 
they would need to succeed in the world 

- compare 2 armed 

2 armed adj : having arms of a specific kind or number — 
used in combination ■ a one-armed man ■ a long -armed box¬ 
er — compare 1 armed 

armed forces noun [plural] : the military organizations 
(such as the army, navy, and air force) of a country ■ He has 
had a long career in the armed forces. • Will the new defense 
policy weaken the armed forces' ? ■ The armed forces oppose 
the policy. [=military leaders oppose it] — called also armed 
services 

arm-ful /'a^m,ful/ noun, pi arm-fuls also arms-ful 
/'aOTiZjful/ [count] : an amount that can be carried in a per¬ 
son’s arm or arms — usually + of ■ She returned from the li¬ 
brary with an armful of books. ■ stacking armfuls of wood to 
bring in for the fireplace 

arm-hole / , aa‘m,houl/ noun, pi -holes [count] : an opening 
for the arm in a piece of clothing 

ar-mi-Stice /'a&mastas/ noun, pi -stic-es [count] : an 
agreement to stop fighting a war : truce 
Armistice Day noun,pi ~ Days [count, noncount] US, old- 
fashioned : veterans day — used before the official adop¬ 
tion of Veterans Day in 1954 

arm-load /'a^m,loud/ noun, pi -loads [count] : armful ■ 
an armload of clean clothes 

ar-moire /a^mVaa 1 / noun, pi -moires [count] : a tall piece 
of furniture that usually has two doors and that is used to 
store things (such as clothes) 

ar-mor (US) or Brit ar*mour /'awna 1 / noun [noncount] 

1 : special clothing that people wear to protect their bodies 
from weapons - The officers are required to wear bulletproof 
body armor. ^ Armor commonly refers to the heavy metal 
suits that men wore long ago when they fought in battles. - 
medieval suits of armor — see also knight in shining armor at 
‘knight A chlnk/crack In someone's or something’s ar¬ 
mor is a weakness that might cause someone or something to 
fail or to be defeated. ■ They watched carefully for any 
cracks in the other team’s armor. • The plan looks good, but 
we've found/discovered some chinks in its armor. • The scan¬ 
dal revealed/exposed a chink in his seemingly perfect armor. 

2 a : a hard covering that protects something (such as a ve¬ 
hicle or an animal) ■ The shots penetrated/pierced the tank’s 
armor. ■ an armor-plated vehicle [=a vehicle that is protected 
by armor; a vehicle that is covered in flat pieces of metal] ■ 
The armadillo's armor consists of a series of small, bony 
plates. — often used before another noun ■ The ship’s hull is 
reinforced with armor plate/plating, b : soldiers and vehi¬ 
cles (such as tanks) that are protected with armor ■ a weapon 
designed for use against enemy armor 

ar-mored (US) or Brit ar-moured /‘awnad/ adj 

1 : covered in flat pieces of metal: protected by armor ■ ar¬ 
mored cars/trucks • a ship with an armored hull 

2 a : having soldiers and vehicles that are protected with ar¬ 
mor ■ Additional armored divisions were deployed to the 
eastern front, b : using soldiers and vehicles that are pro¬ 
tected with armor ■ an armored assault/attack 

ar-mor-er (US) or Brit ar-mour-er /‘a^mara/ noun, pi -ers 
[count] : a person or business that makes and repairs armor 
or weapons * The sword was made by a master armorer. 
ar-mory (US) or Brit ar-moury /‘a^mari/ noun, pi -ies 
[count] 

1 : a supply of weapons ■ the nation’s nuclear armory [=ar- 
senal] — sometimes used figuratively ■ The professional art¬ 
ist has an atmory [=(more commonly) arsenal, battery . array] 
of tools at her disposal. 

2 : a place where weapons are kept • the site of a 19th- 
century armoty; especially, US : a place where weapons are 


kept and where soldiers are trained • a National Guard ar¬ 
mory 

3 : a place where weapons are made 
arm-pit /'a^m,pit/ noun, pi -pits [count] 

1 : the hollow area on a person’s body beneath the place 
where the arm and the shoulder meet — called also under¬ 
arm ; see picture at human 

2 US, informal : the worst area in a place ■ a city described as 
the armpit of America 

arm-rest /'cram,rest/ noun, pi -rests [count] : the part of a 
seat in a car, an airplane, etc., that supports your arm 
arms race noun, pi ~ races [count] : a situation in which 
countries that are enemies each try to build or collect weap¬ 
ons faster than the other can ■ a nuclear arms race 
arm—twist-ing /'a9fn,twistiQ/ noun [noncount] informal 
: the act of using pressure to make people do things that they 
do not want to do • There was a lot of political arm-twisting 
before the Senate vote. — see also twist someone’s arm at 
‘twist 

arm wrestling noun [noncount] : a contest in which two 
people sit facing each other and join usually their right 
hands together and then try to force each other’s arm down 

- arm wrestler noun, pi ~ wrestlers [count] 
ar-my /'q^mi/ noun, pi -mies [count] 

la: a large group of soldiers organized to fight battles on 
land ■ the armies of Alexander the Great ■ raise an army b 
: the part of a country’s military forces that includes soldiers 
who are trained to fight on land ■ He left home and joined 
the army after he graduated from high school. — usually 
capitalized when a specific army is being referred to • the 
U.S. Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marines ■ She’s in the Brit¬ 
ish Army. — often used before another noun ■ army officers/ 
units/barracks 

2 : a large number of people or things that are involved in 
some activity together ■ The company employs an army of 
lawyers to handle its legal affairs. • They sent in a whole 
army of trained technicians. ■ an army of ants * The organiza¬ 
tion was founded by a dedicated army of volunteers. — see 
also SALVATION ARMY 

aro-ma /a'rouma/ noun, pi -mas [count] : a noticeable and 
usually pleasant smell • the aroma of fresh-baked bread - The 
wine has a fruity aroma. 

aro-ma-ther-a-py /airouma^erapi/ noun [noncount] : the 
use of natural oils that have a pleasant smell to make a per¬ 
son feel better especially by rubbing the oils into the skin 

— aro-ma-ther-a-pist /a.rouma'Gerapist/ noun, pi -pists 
[count] 

ar-O-mat-iC ^era'maetik/ adj [more most ~] : having a 
noticeable and pleasant smell : fragrant ■ aromatic herbs/ 
oils ■ a highly aromatic stew 
arose past tense of arise 
1 around /a'raund/ adv 

1 a : in a circle ■ The wheel went/tumed around (and 
around). ■ We kept going around [=(chiefly Brit) round] in cir¬ 
cles without getting anywhere, b : in, along, or through a 
curving path - The road goes around [=( chiefly Brit) round] 
by the lake. - Don’t take the long way around: 1 know a 
shortcut. C chiefly US — used to indicate a measurement 
that is made along the outer surface of something circular • 
“How big around is the tree?” “It’s five feet around." [-(chief¬ 
ly Brit) round] [=the circumference of the tree is five feet] 

2 — used to indicate that a number, amount, time, etc., is 
not exact or certain ■ The price of dinner was around 
[=(chiefly US) about] $50. ■ It lasted around [=(chiefly US) 
about] a century. * The repair should cost around [=approxi¬ 
mately, roughly] $200. ■ We should leave in around 10 min¬ 
utes. ■ We got home at around 8 o’clock. = (US) We got home 
around about 8 o’clock. [=it was approximately 8 o’clock 
when we got home] 

3 a : in close from all sides so as to surround someone or 
something ■ People crowded around [=(i chiefly Brit) round] to 
hear her. b : in many different directions * They wandered 
around [-(chiefly Brit) about) for several hours. ■ He entered 
the room and looked around. C : in or to many different 
places ■ People were standing around [=( chiefly Brit) about], 
talking quietly in small groups. ■ His tools were scattered 
around [-(chiefly Brit) about) carelessly. ■ She travels around 
[=(< chiefly Brit) about] on business quite a lot. ■ This is a very 
interesting town: let me show you around, d : in or near a 
particular area or place ■ We went to the store, but there was 
no one around. [=there was no one there; (chiefly Brit) there 
was no one about] • Let’s wait/stay/stick around awhile. • I’m 
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not sure where it is, but it must be around somewhere. ■ It’s 
safer when there are other people around. ■ I'd like to speak 
to him if he's around. ■ So long, then! (I'll) See you arouncf. 
[=I’ll see you later] e : to a particular place ■ Why don’t you 
come around (to my house) for dinner? 

4 : in the opposite direction ■ She turned (completely) 
around. [=(less commonly) about , ( chiefly Brit) round] 

5 — used with some verbs to indicate repeated or continued 
action or behavior that does not have a clear or definite pur¬ 
pose ■ He’s always joking around when he should be serious. 

■ Don’t play/fool around with your food like that! • I was just 
standing around , waiting for the train to arrive. 

6 — used to describe something that returns in a regular or 
repeated way ■ Winter has come around [=(chiejly Brit ) 
round] again. 

7 — used to describe how two things are arranged or or¬ 
dered ■ You put the fork on the left and the knife on the 
right. They should be the other way around. [=(chiejly Brit) 
round] [=the fork should be on the right and the knife on the 
left] ■ You've got them the wrong way around. [=(chiejly Brit) 
round] 

come around see ‘come 

2 around prep 

1 a : on all sides of (something or someone) ■ a house with 
trees (all) around [-{chiefly Brit) round] it ■ The people were 
seated around the table. ■ A crowd gathered around him. b 
: so as to circle or surround (something or someone) • He 
tied the rope around his waist. ■ They wrapped the blanket 
around [=about] her. : moving so as to circle (something or 
someone) ■ The Earth revolves/goes/moves around [=(chiefly 
Brit) round] the Sun. * We went all around the lake enjoying 
the different views. ■ They sailed around the world. C : over 
or in different parts of (a place) ■ He traveled (all) around 
[Mchiejly Brit ) round] the country. ■ He’s a well-known figure 
around the town. ■ We drove all around the town looking for 
him. ■ This is a very interesting town: let me show you 
around it. ■ We took a tour around New England. ■ You can 
find lots of good restaurants around here. ■ I help her out 
sometimes around the house, d : on or to another side of 
(something) ■ We were surprised by what we saw when we 
walked around the corner. ■ There’s another door around the 
back of the house. 

2 a : in the area near to (something or someone) ■ Fish are 
abundant around [=about, near ] the reefs. ■ I’m not sure 
where it is, but it must be somewhere around here. = It must 
be around here somewhere. ■ I feel happier when I’m around 
her. ■ It happened in Naples—or (somewhere) around there. 

■ I can tell from/by your accent that you’re not from around 
here. ■ It’s safer when there are other people around you. b 
: near or not far from (something) in time ■ The company 
was founded (at) around [=about] the turn of the century. ■ a 
night around [=about] midsummer 

3 : so as to avoid or get past (something) ■ She went around 
the puddle to avoid getting dirty. ■ We found a way around 
their objections. 

4 — used to indicate the central part or idea used for build¬ 
ing or organizing something ■ a society built/organized 
around kinship ties 

3 around adj, not used before a noun : existing or active ■ She 
is among the most creative of the artists around [ =active. 
working] today. 

been around Something that has been around for a long 
time has existed or been available for a long time. ■ I’m sur¬ 
prised you haven’t read that book yet. It’s been around 
[=been out] for ages! A person who has been around has 
had a lot of different experiences and knows a lot about 
the world. * You’re a man of the world: I can tell you’ve 
been around, 
up and around see 2 up 

around-the-clock adj, always used before a noun, chiefly 
US : happening or continuing all day and all night ■ The pris¬ 
oner requires around-the-clock [-round-the-clock, constant ] 
surveillance. ■ around-the-clock care 

arouse /a'rauz/ verb arouses; aroused; arous-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 : to cause (an emotional or mental state) ■ He tried to 
sneak past without arousing suspicion. [=without causing 
people to become suspicious] ■ Their comments aroused our 
anger/curiosity. [=their comments made us angry/curious] ■ 
The report aroused a great deal of public interest/debate. ■ 
She aroused [=inspired] great loyalty in her friends and ex¬ 
treme hatred in her enemies. 


2 : to excite (someone) sexually • The husky sound of her 
voice could always arouse him. 

3 a : to wake (someone) from sleep ■ She was sleeping so 
soundly that we had difficulty arousing her. [=(more com¬ 
monly) waking her up] • I was aroused [-roused, awakened] 
from a deep sleep by a loud noise outside my window, b 
: to cause (someone) to become active, ready, or upset ■ 
Their proposal is certain to arouse the opposition. ■ They get 
aroused [=(more commonly) worked up] over the slightest of¬ 
fense. 

— arous*al /a'rauzal/ noun [noncount] ■ sexual arousal 
— arousing adj [more most ~] ■ He found the idea very 
arousing. [=sexually exciting] 

ar-peg-gio /aa^'pecfeijou/ noun, pi -gios [count] music : a 
chord in which the notes are played separately instead of at 
the same time ■ The guitarist warmed up with a few simple 
arpeggios. 

arr. abbr 1 arranged by ■ String Quartet No. 11 by 
Beethoven (arr. Mahler) 2 arrive, arrival ■ flight 206 arr. 
New York 12:30 p.m. 

ar-raign /a'rein/ verb -raigns; -raigned: -raign*ing [+obj] 
law : to state the charges against someone who is accused of 
a crime in a formal procedure before a judge — usually used 
as (be) arraigned • He was arraigned on charges of man¬ 
slaughter. 

— ar*raign-ment /a'reinmant/ noun, pi -ments [count] 
Her arraignment is scheduled for two weeks from today. 
[noncount] The defendant failed to appear for arraignment. 

arrange /a'reindV verb -rang-es; -ranged; -rang-ing 

1 [+ obj] a : to move and organize (things) into a particular 
order or position ■ She arranged her pictures on her desk. ■ 
He arranged some fresh fruit neatly on a plate. ■ arranging 
flowers in a vase ■ The books were arranged according to 
their subject. = The books were arranged by subject. ■ We ar¬ 
ranged and rearranged the order several times, b : to give a 
particular order or position to the parts of (something) ■ 
They ananged [=organized] the room around a fireplace. • 
She arranged her hair on top of her head. 

2 : to organize the details of something before it happens 
; to plan (something) [+ obj] Don't worry: I’ll arrange [=take 
care of deal with] everything. ■ All of the details have been 
arranged [=taken care of, dealt with] in advance. • Please ar¬ 
range a meeting with your partners. ■ arrange a funeral ■ I 
think we can arrange a deal. ■ Let’s arrange our schedules so 
that we can meet for lunch. ■ They arranged their daughter's 
marriage when she was a child. [=they chose who she would 
marry] ■ You’ll need to arrange transportation from the air¬ 
port. [no obj ] — often + for • You’ll need to arrange for 
transportation from the airport. ■ She arranged for a car to 
pick us up at our house. ■ Can you arrange for us to meet 
your friend? — often followed by to + verb ■ 1 can arrange to 
have the day off from work. ■ They arranged to meet each 
other at the restaurant. 

3 [+ obj] music : to change (a song, a musical, etc.) so that it 
can be performed by particular voices or instruments ■ He 
arranged her last two albums. 

arranged marriage noun, pi ~ -riages [count] : a mar¬ 
riage in which the husband and wife are chosen for each oth¬ 
er by their parents 

ar*ranqe*ment /a'reincfcmant/ noun, pi -ments 

1 : the" way that things or people are organized for a particu¬ 
lar purpose or activity : the way that things or people are ar¬ 
ranged [noncount] They changed the arrangement of furni¬ 
ture in the room. ■ the dictionary’s alphabetical arrangement 
[= ordering ] of words ■ the collection and arrangement of data 
[count] a chronological arrangement of historical events ■ We 
tried several different arrangements of the parts/compo¬ 
nents/elements. ■ Having my brother and his wife living 
nearby was an ideal arrangement for our family. ■ The family 
had very unusual living arrangements. ■ “What were your 
sleeping arrangements ?’’ “I slept on the bed while he slept on 
the floor.’’ ■ We'll have to change the seating arrangements 
for the dinner party. 

2 : something that is done to prepare or plan for something 
in the future [count] — usually plural ■ She has her secre¬ 
tary handle all of her travel arrangements. ■ He helped his 
mother with his father’s funeral arrangements. — often used 
with make ■ The city made special arrangements [= prepara¬ 
tions ] for the Queen's visit. ■ All of the arrangements have 
been made in advance. ■ They made arrangements to meet 
each other at the restaurant. ■ We provide breakfast and din¬ 
ner. but you make your own arrangements for lunch, [non- 


77 


arranger • arrow 


count ] Her job includes arrangement of her boss’s travel 
plans. 

3 [count] : a usually informal agreement ■ There was an un¬ 
usual political arrangement between the two countries. ■ 
business/financial arrangements • I’m sure we can come to 
some arrangement. — often + with ■ Our band has an ar¬ 
rangement with the club’s manager. ■ The company made an 
arrangement with the college to supply all of its computers. 

4 [count] : something made by putting things together and 
organizing them ■ a flower/floral arrangement = an arrange¬ 
ment of flowers 

5 [count] music : a piece of music that has been changed so 
that it can be performed by particular types of voices or in¬ 
struments ■ orchestral/vocal arrangements ■ an arrangement 
for the guitar ■ a rock arrangement of an old blues song 

ar-rang-er /a'reincfea 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who changes pieces of music for particular voic¬ 
es or instruments : a person who arranges music ■ a talented 
composer and arranger 

2 : a person who arranges things ■ a flower arranger ■ a fu¬ 
neral arranger ■ an arranger [=(more commonly) organizer] 
of political rallies 

ar-rant /'erant/ adj, always used before a noun [more most 
—] somewhat old-fashioned + literary : of the worst kind — 
used to make a statement more forceful ■ This is arrant [=ut- 
ter. complete] nonsense! ■ an arrant fool 

[ Do not confuse arrant with errant. j 

1 ar-ray /a'rei/ noun, pi -rays 

1 [count] : a large group or number of things — usually sin¬ 
gular ■ They offer a wide/vast/bewildering array of products 
and services. ■ The car is available in an array of colors. [=in 
many different colors] ■ We encountered a whole array of 
problems. [=many problems] 

2 [count] technical a : a group of numbers, symbols, etc., 
that are arranged in rows and columns b : a way of orga¬ 
nizing pieces of information in the memory of a computer so 
that similar kinds of information are together 

3 [count] technical : a group of devices that together form a 
unit ■ an antenna array ■ an array of solar panels 

4 [noncount] formal + literary : rich or beautiful clothing ■ 
She was dressed in grand/glorious array. 

2 array verb -rays; -rayed; -ray-ing [+ obj] formal 

1 : to place (a group of things) in a particular position so 
that they are in order or so that they look attractive — usu¬ 
ally used as (be) arrayed ■ The layers consist of bricks ar¬ 
rayed [=arranged] in regular patterns. ■ The table was arrayed 
with all sorts of delicacies. [=there were all sorts of delicacies 
placed attractively on the table] 

2 literary : to dress (someone, especially yourself) in fine 
clothing ■ She arrayed herself in rich velvets and satins. 

3 : to put (soldiers) in a place or position so that they are 
ready to attack ■ They arrayed [=deployed\ the troops along 
the hilltop. — usually used as (be) arrayed ■ The troops were 
arrayed along the hilltop. ■ The general surveyed the forces 
arrayed against him. 

ar-rears /a'ria-z/ noun [plural] 

1 : money that is owed and that has not been paid when it 
should be ■ He’s been trying pay off the arrears on his mort¬ 
gage. ■ alimony/rent arrears 

2 — used to describe a situation in which someone has failed 
to make a regular payment at the required time ■ He is two 
months in arrears [=behind] with his mortgage payments. ■ 
The account is two months in arrears. [=overdue, delinquent] 
• He has fallen into arrears on his mortgage payments. 

3 — used to describe a situation in which someone is paid 
money that was earned at an earlier time • You will be paid 
interest on your investment in arrears. ■ construction work¬ 
ers paid in arrears for their work 

1 armrest /a'rcst/ verb -rests; -rest-ed; -resting [+ obj] 

1 : to use the power of the law to take and keep (someone, 
such as a criminal) ■ The police arrested him on drug charg¬ 
es. ■ The police officer said, “I’m arresting you in the name of 
the law.” — often used as (be) arrested ■ He was arrested for 
assault. ■ She threatened to have him arrested. • He got arrest¬ 
ed. A person who is arrested by the police is taken to a po¬ 
lice station or jail and kept there. 

2 formal ; to stop the progress or movement of (something) ■ 
The medics were unable to arrest [=stop] the bleeding. ■ The 
drugs can’t arrest the disease’s progress, but they can slow it 
down considerably. ■ arrested development 
3 formal : to attract and hold the attention of (someone or 


something) ■ colors that arrest [=catch] the eye ■ My attention 
was arrested [=caught] by a sudden movement. 

— arresting adj [more most ~] ■ an arresting [=eye¬ 
catching] painting/image ■ his most arresting novel yet 

2 arrest noun, pi -rests 

1 : the act of legally taking and keeping someone (such as a 
criminal) : the act of arresting someone [count] The police 
are investigating the case but they have not yet made any ar¬ 
rests. [ noncount] She was charged with resisting arrest. ■ He 
has accused the police of wrongful arrest. [=of arresting 
someone who should not have been arrested] • The informa¬ 
tion has led to the arrest of three suspects. • The police 
placed/put her under arrest. [=the police arrested her] — see 
also CITIZEN’S ARREST, FALSE ARREST, HOUSE ARREST 

2 medical : an occurrence in which a part of the body sud¬ 
denly stops working [noncount] The patient went into cardi¬ 
ac arrest. [=the patient’s heart stopped beating] [count] The 
hospital reported an increase in respiratory arrests, [in¬ 
stances in which patients stopped breathing] 

ar«riv*al /a'raival/ noun, pi -als 

1 : the act of coming to or reaching a place : the act of arriv¬ 
ing [noncount] They were awaiting the arrival of guests. ■ We 
checked into the hotel upon (our) arrival. ■ The flight’s esti¬ 
mated time of arrival is 11:30. = The flight’s estimated arrival 
time is 11:30. ■ When is the mail scheduled for arrival ? 
[count] They track the number of airport arrivals and depar¬ 
tures. 

2 [count] : someone or something that has come to a place 
: someone or something that has arrived ■ They were late ar¬ 
rivals at the party. ■ Have you had a look at the bookstore’s 
new arrivals ? [=the books that have recently come to the 
bookstore] 4- The phrase new arrival is often used to refer to 
a baby that has recently been bom. ■ Everyone gathered at 
the hospital to see the family’s new arrival. 

3 [noncount] : the time when something begins or happens ■ 
They are eagerly awaiting the arrival of their wedding day. ■ 
the changes that occur with the arrival of spring ■ the arrival 
of new technology 

arrive /a'raiv/ verb -rives; -rived; -riv«ing [no obj] 

1 : to come to or reach a place after traveling, being sent, 
etc. ■ He arrived home at six o’clock. ■ We had some dinner 
before/on/upon/after arriving at the station. ■ When do you 
expect them to arrive in Boston? ■ Their flight is due to arrive 
at 11:30. ■ The train from New York is now arriving. ■ They 
arrived late at the party. ■ The mail hasn’t arrived yet. ■ The 
new version of the software has finally arrived in stores. 

2 Bof a day, season, time, etc. : to happen or begin ■ The day 
of their wedding has almost arrived. [=come] • The time has 
arrived [=come] to address the problem. ■ There’s always a lot 
to do when spring arrives, bof a baby : to be bom ■ When is 
their baby expected to arrive ? 

3 informal : to become successful — used with a form of 
have ■ After years of climbing the corporate ladder, he felt he 
had finally arrived. 

arrive at [phrasal verb] arrive at (something) : to make or 
reach (something, such as a decision) after a lot of thought 
or effort ■ She finally arrived at a decision. • They’ve arrived 
at the conclusion that the plan won’t work. • I hope we can 
arrive at some sort of understanding/consensus. 
ar«rO»gance /'eragans/ noun : an insulting way of thinking 
or behaving that comes from believing that you are better, 
smarter, or more important than other people [ noncount ] 
Her arrogance has earned her a lot of enemies. • We were 
shocked by the arrogance of his comments, [singular] They 
have an arrogance about them. [=there is something in their 
behavior that seems arrogant] 

ar*rO*gant /'eragant/ adj [more most : having or 
showing the insulting attitude of people who believe that 
they are better, smarter, or more important than other peo¬ 
ple : having or showing arrogance ■ an arrogant young attor¬ 
ney ■ She’s first in her class, but she’s not arrogant about it. ■ 
an arrogant remark/attitude 

— ar-ro-gant-ly adv • She arrogantly dismissed their claims, 
ar-ro-gate /'era,geit/ verb -gates; -gat*ed; -gat-ing [+ obj] 

formal : to take or claim (something, such as a right or a 
privilege) in a way that is not fair or legal ■ They’ve arrogated 
to themselves the power to change the rules arbitrarily. ■ She 
arrogated the leadership role to herself. 
ar«row /‘erou/ noun, pi -rows [count] 

1 ; a weapon that is made to be shot from a bow and that is 
usually a stick with a point at one end and feathers at the 
other end ■ shoot an arrow 
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2 : a mark (such as -») that is shaped like an arrow and that 
is used to show direction • The arrow on the map points 
north. — see also straight arrow 
ar-row-head /'erou,hed/ noun, pi -heads [count] : a piece 
of stone or metal that forms the point of an arrow 
ar*TOW*root /'erou,ru:t/ noun [noncount] : a powdery sub¬ 
stance that is made from the root of a tropical plant and that 
is used in cooking to make liquids thicker 
arse /'aa^/ noun, pi ars*es [count] Brit, informal + offensive 
: 2 ass 1 

arse-hole /'aas,houl/ noun, pi -holes [count] Brit, informal 
+ offensive : asshole 

ar*se*nal /'aasanal/ noun, pi -nals [count] 

1 a : a collection of weapons • the nation’s nuclear arsenal 
l=the nuclear weapons that the nation has] b : a place 
where weapons are made or stored • The city is home to a 
federal arsenal. 

2 : a group of things or people that are available to be used • 
The computer comes equipped with an arsenal [=battery, ar¬ 
ray] of features. ■ Doctors have a broad arsenal of medicines 
to choose from. ■ the team’s arsenal of veteran players 

ar*se*nic /'a^amk/ noun [noncount] : a poisonous chemi¬ 
cal that is used especially to kill insects and weeds 
ar-son /'ciasp/ noun, pi -sons : the illegal burning of a 
building or other property : the crime of setting fire to some¬ 
thing [noncount] The cause of the fire has not yet been de¬ 
termined, but investigators suspect arson. ■ The town has 
suffered a rash of arson attacks, [count] The town has suf¬ 
fered a rash of arsons. 

— ar-son-ist /'aasnist/ noun, pi -ists [count] ■ Investigators 
suspect that the fire was set by an arsonist. 

art /'aa*/ noun, pi arts 

1 [noncount] : something that is created with imagination 
and skill and that is beautiful or that expresses important 
ideas or feelings ■ a piece of modem/contemporary art • It’s a 
remarkable picture, but is it arfl — see also op-art, per¬ 
formance ART, POP ART, WORK OF ART 

2 [noncount] : works created by artists : paintings, sculp¬ 
tures, etc., that are created to be beautiful or to express im¬ 
portant ideas or feelings ■ the art [=artwork] of Salvador Dali 

■ The museum has a large collection of folk art. ■ African/ 
Japanese/Mayan art — often used before another noun ■ art 
history ■ art objects ■ an art museum/gallery ■ an art collec¬ 
tor/lover ■ She prefers art films to Hollywood blockbusters. 

— see also arts and crafts 

3 [noncount] : the methods and skills used for painting, 
sculpting, drawing, etc. ■ He studied art in college. — often 
used before another noun ■ an art teacher/program 

4 a [count] : an activity that is done to create something 
beautiful or to express important ideas or feelings ■ She stud¬ 
ied the art of drawing/painting/dance. ■ dance, drama, and 
other art forms ■ the performing/visual/graphic arts — see 
also fine art b the arts : painting, sculpture, music, the¬ 
ater, literature, etc., considered as a group of activities done 
by people with skill and imagination ■ She’s a patron of the 
arts. • He wants the government to increase its funding for 
the arts. — see also performing arts 

5 [count] : a skill that someone learns through experience or 
study — usually singular ■ He never learned the art of mak¬ 
ing friends. [=he never learned how to make friends] ■ She’s a 
master of the art of conversation. [=she is very good at con¬ 
versation] • There’s an art to cooking that comes only with 
practice. • Writing letters has become something of a lost art. 
[=not many people write letters any more] *$• If you raise/ele¬ 
vate something to an art (form) you are known for doing 
something or having something (such as a personal quality). 
This phrase is often used in an ironic or joking way to de¬ 
scribe qualities or abilities that are not admired. ■ He seems 
to have elevated stupidity to an art form. I=he is very stupid] 

6 [count] : an activity that requires special knowledge or skill 

■ Shipbuilding is both an art and a science. ■ the art of naviga¬ 
tion — see also martial art 

7 arts [plural] : areas of study (such as history, language, and 
literature) that are intended to develop the mind in a general 
way : liberal arts ■ a bachelor of arts ■ the College of Arts 
and Sciences 

art de*CO or Art Deco /,aa't , dekou/ noun [noncount] : a 
style of art, design, and architecture that uses bold lines and 
simple shapes Art Deco was popular in the U.S. and Eu¬ 
rope in the 1920s and 1930s. • an Art Deco vase/building 
artefact chiefly Brit spelling of artifact 


ar*te*rio*SCle*ro*SiS /aa^tirijouskla'rousas/ noun [non¬ 
count] medical : a disease in which the walls of arteries be¬ 
come thick and hard so that it is difficult for blood to flow 
through them 

— ar*te*rio*scle*rot*ic /aa^tia-iijouskla'ratik/ adj ■ arterio¬ 
sclerotic heart disease 

ar*tery /'aa'tari/ noun, pi -ter-ies [count] 

1 : any one of the tubes that carry blood from the heart to 
all parts of the body ■ coronary arteries ■ clogged arteries 

— compare vein 

2 : a large road, river, railroad line, etc. • He favors local side 
roads over major arteries. 

— ar-te-ri-al /aa^irijsl/ adj* arterial walls/pressure/blood ■ 
arterial roads 

ar*te*sian well /a^'tiiaan-/ noun, pi ~~ wells [count] : a 
place in the ground where water flows up to the surface be¬ 
cause of natural pressure 
art*ful /'aa'tfal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : done with or showing artistic skill ■ artful writing ■ an art¬ 
ful performance/arrangement 

2 : good at getting or achieving things in ways that are clever 
and not noticeable ■ an artful negotiator : used to get or 
achieve things in ways that are clever and not noticeable ■ 
artful questioning This sense of artful is sometimes used in 
a disapproving way, especially in British English. ■ an artful 
[-crafty, s/y] politician who seems to have deceived everyone 

■ artful deception — compare artless 

— art-fuMy /'aa'tfali/ adv ■ an artfully arranged display 

— art-ful-ness noun [noncount] 

art house noun, pi houses [count] : a movie theater that 
shows mostly foreign movies and movies that are made by 
small companies : a building where art films are shown — 
called also art theater 

ar*thri*tis /aa-’Braitas/ noun [noncount] medical : a disease 
that causes the joints of the body to become swollen and 
painful — see also rheumatoid arthritis 

— ar-thrit-ic /aa-'Bntik/ adj [more most ~] ■ painful ar¬ 
thritic fingers/joints ■ arthritic symptoms — arthritic noun, 
pi -ics [count] • medicines used for treating arthritics 
[=people who have arthritis] 

ar*ti*choke /'date,tfouk/ noun, pi -chokes [count] : a vege¬ 
table with thick, pointed leaves *$• The artichoke consists of a 
soft middle part surrounded by small, thick leaves. The mid¬ 
dle, known as the heart of the artichoke, and the bottom part 
of the leaves are eaten after being cooked. — see color pic¬ 
ture on page C4; see also Jerusalem artichoke 
1 ar*ti*cle /'aa'tikal/ noun, pi -ti*cles [count] 

1 : a piece of writing about a particular subject that is in¬ 
cluded in a magazine, newspaper, etc. ■ a magazine/newspa¬ 
per article • I just read an interesting article on/about the 
city’s early history. ■ He has published numerous articles in 
scholarly journals. ■ an encyclopedia article 

2 : a particular kind of object ■ an article [-piece] of clothing 

■ domestic/household articles • articles [=pieces] of furniture 

— sometimes used figuratively ■ For many people it is an ar¬ 
ticle of fa/fh[=something that is believed without being ques¬ 
tioned or doubted] that the economy will begin to improve 
soon. • A lot of people pretend to be cowboys, but he’s the 
genuine article. [=he’s a real cowboy] 

3 : a separate part of a legal document that deals with a sin¬ 
gle subject ■ Article 3 of the U.S. Constitution ■ The company 
amended its articles of incorporation. 

4 grammar : a word (such as a, an, or the ) that is used with a 
noun to show whether or not the noun refers to a specific 
person or thing — see also definite article, indefinite 
article 

2 article verb -tides; -ti*cled; -ti-cling Brit : to work for a 
group of lawyers, architects, etc., while you are learning to 
become a lawyer, architect, etc. [no obj] He articled at the 
famous law firm many years ago. [+ obj] — usually used as 
(be) articled to ■ She was articled to a firm of engineers. 

— articled adj • an articled clerk 
1 ar*tiC*U*late /aa ,l tikj3l3t/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : able to express ideas clearly and effectively in speech or 
writing ■ She’s an intelligent and articulate speaker. ■ He was 
very articulate about his feelings on the subject. — opposite 
INARTICULATE 

2 : clearly expressed and easily understood ■ an articulate ar¬ 
gument/essay/speech ■ The baby is beginning to form articu¬ 
late words and phrases. — opposite inarticulate 

— ar-tic-u-late-ly adv ■ She spoke clearly and articulately. 

— ar-tic-u-late-ness noun [noncount] 
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2 ar*tiC'U-late /Wtikja.leit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -lat-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to express (something, such as an idea) in words • 
He had some trouble articulating his thoughts. ■ We disagree 
with the views articulated by the administration. ■ a theory 
first articulated by ancient philosophers 

2 : to say or pronounce (something, such as a word) in a way 
that can be clearly heard and understood [+ obj\ She spoke 
slowly, articulating [ ^enunciating ] each syllable, [no obj \ Try 
to articulate [= enunciate ] when delivering your speech. 

3 [no obj \ technical : to connect with a joint or something 
that is like a joint • the bones that articulate with the clavicle 

ar-tic-U-lat-ed /aa-'tikjaileirad/ adj 

1 : connected by a joint ■ dolls with articulated limbs [=arms 
and legs that can be moved because they are connected by 
joints! • dinosaurs with articulated skulls 

2 of a vehicle : having a front section connected to a large 
back section by means of a hinge or a joint that allows sharp 
turns ■ an articulated bus ■ {Brit) articulated lorries 

ar'tiC'U'la-tion /aaitikjd'leijdn/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] formal : the act of articulating something: such 
as a : the act of expressing an idea, thought, etc., in words ■ 
The book is the articulation of his vision, b : the act of say¬ 
ing or pronouncing something in a way that can be clearly 
heard and understood ■ the articulation of consonants 

2 [count] medical : a joint that allows connected parts (such 
as bones) to move ■ the articulations between vertebrae 

ar-ti-fact (chiefly US) or chiefly Brit ar-te-fact /'aa^fsekt/ 
noun, pi -facts [count] 

1 : a simple object (such as a tool or weapon) that was made 
by people in the past • The caves contained many prehistoric 
artifacts. ■ an artifact from the Colonial period 

2 : an accidental effect that causes incorrect results — usu¬ 
ally + of • The drop in scores was merely an artifact of the 
way the test was administered. 

ar-ti-fice /'aatofas/ noun, pi -fic-es : dishonest or insincere 
behavior or speech that is meant to deceive someone [non¬ 
count] He spoke without artifice or pretense, [count] politi¬ 
cal/legal artifices ■ The whole story was just an artifice to win 
our sympathy. 
ar-ti-fi-cial /.a^ta'fiji/ adj 

1 : not natural or real : made, produced, or done to seem 
like something natural • artificial lighting/plants • the world’s 
first artificial heart ■ This product contains no artificial 
colors/flavors/sweeteners—only natural substances are 
used. 

2 : not happening or existing naturally : created or caused 
by people ■ artificial price inflation ■ The country’s borders 
are artificial, and were set with no consideration for the var¬ 
ious ethnic groups in the region. 

3 [more most ~] : not sincere ■ an artificial smile ■ Her 
concern seemed a bit artificial. [=forced] 

— ar-ti-fi-ci-al-i-ty /id^ta^iji'selati/ noun [noncount] • the 
artificiality of his manner/smile — ar-ti-fi-cial-ly adv ■ arti¬ 
ficially flavored/colored ■ The building is artificially lit. 
artificial insemination noun [noncount] medical : a 
medical process in which semen is used to make a woman or 
female animal pregnant without sexual intercourse ■ chil¬ 
dren conceived through artificial insemination 
artificial intelligence noun [noncount] computers 

1 : an area of computer science that deals with giving ma¬ 
chines the ability to seem like they have human intelligence 

2 : the power of a machine to copy intelligent human behav¬ 
ior ■ a robot with artificial intelligence — abbr. A1 

artificial respiration noun [noncount] medical : a process 
in which air is forced into and out of the lungs of a person 
who has stopped breathing Artificial respiration can be 
done by pressing on the person’s chest, by blowing into the 
person’s mouth, or by using a special machine. — see also 

MOUTH-TO-MOUTH RESUSCITATION 

antil’lery /aa-'tilari/ noun [noncount] 

1 : large guns that are used to shoot over a great distance ■ 
The troops were being bombarded by artillery. — often used 
before another noun ■ The troops were under heavy artillery 
fire. • artillery shells — often used figuratively • His first ar¬ 
gument didn’t work, so he brought out the heavy artillery. 
[=he started using a different and more powerful argument] 

2 : the part of an army that uses large guns to shoot over a 
great distance ■ a captain in the artillery — often used before 
another noun ■ artillery units 

ar-ti-san /'aatezan, Brit laita'zeen/ noun, pi -sans [count] 
: a person who is skilled at making things by hand 
: craftsperson ■ They sell rugs made by local artisans. 


art-ISt /'aa^tist/ noun, pi -ists [count] 

1 : a person who creates art ■ the great artists of the Renais¬ 
sance • a graphic artist : a person who is skilled at drawing, 
painting, etc. ■ I can’t draw at all, but both of my children are 
very talented artists. [=they draw very well] 

2 : a skilled performer • a jazz artist • a trapeze artist ■ fa¬ 
mous recording artists [=singers and musicians who record 
their music] 

3 : a person who is very good at something ■ She’s an artist in 
her field. [=she’s very good at her job] • a scam artist — see 
also RIP-OFF ARTIST 

ar-tiste /aa-Hiist/ noun, pi -tists [count] chiefly Brit : a skilled 
performer : artist 

ar-tis-tic /a^tistik/ adj 

1 : relating to art or artists ■ her artistic achievements ■ a 
work of artistic value • He shows real artistic talent. 

2 [more most ~]: having or showing the skill of an artist ■ 
artistic creations ■ She’s an artistic person. [=a creative per¬ 
son! ■ Both of my children are very artistic. 

— ar-tis-ti-cal-ly /a^'tistikli/ adv ■ an artistically arranged 
bouquet ■ He’s not artistically inclined. [=he doesn’t have 
artistic skill] 

art-ist-ry /'a^tastri/ noun [noncount] 

1 : artistic ability or skill ■ We admired the singer’s artistry. 

2 : a quality that results from artistic ability or skill ■ the art¬ 
istry of her novel 

art'less /'aa-tlas/ adj [more most ~]: not false or artificial 

: natural • the dancer’s artless grace ■ Her simple artless 
charm won us over instantly. — compare artful 

— art-less-ly adv — art-less-ness noun [noncount] 

art nou-veau or Art Nouveau /,aatnu l vou/ noun [non¬ 
count] : a style of art, design, and architecture that uses curv¬ 
ing lines and shapes that look like leaves and flowers 4- Art 
Nouveau was popular in the U.S. and Europe in the late 
1800s. ■ an Art Nouveau lamp 

arts and crafts noun [plural] : objects that are meant to be 
both useful and beautiful ■ a shop that sells local arts and 
crdfts, such as pottery and baskets : the activity of making 
such objects ■ demonstrations of various arts and crafts • the 
Arts and Crafts Movement [=a time when many people were 
working together to make arts and crafts popular] in the sec¬ 
ond half of the 19th century 

art-sy /'aa-tsi/ adj art-si-er; -est [or more most ~] chiefly 
US, informal + usually disapproving : arty ■ an artsy neigh¬ 
borhood • Her boyfriend is the artsy type, 
art theater noun, pi ~ -ter [count ]: art house 
art-work /'a^t,w^k/ noun, pi -works 

1 : a painting, sculpture, photograph, etc., that is created to 
be beautiful or to express an important idea or feeling : an 
artistic work [noncount] A local painter was selling her art¬ 
work on the street. ■ The walls of the restaurant are decorat¬ 
ed in original artwork. ■ Some of the children’s artwork was 
hanging on the refrigerator, [count] The museum recently 
recovered two stolen artworks. ■ contemporary artworks 

2 [noncount] : drawings, photographs, etc., that are included 
in books, magazines, and other printed materials 

arty /'aa^ti/ adj art-i-er; -est [or more most ~] informal + 
usually disapproving : artistic in a way that seems insincere 
or too extreme ■ some arty intellectual type who doesn’t 
know the meaning of hard work ■ a rock band with arty pre¬ 
tensions 

aru-gu-la /a‘ru:gala, Brit a'ru.'gjala/ noun [noncount] US : a 
plant with strongly flavored leaves that are eaten in salads — 
called also (Brit) rocket 

1 - ary noun suffix : thing or person belonging to or connected 
with • mission#/} 7 • revolution#/}; 

2 - ary adj suffix : of, relating to, or connected with ■ diet#/}; ■ 
legend#/}; 

1 as /'zez, az / adv 

T : to the same degree or amount ■ He has a lot of time but I 
don’t have as much. [=1 have less time than he hasj ■ He has 
many books, but I have just as many. [=1 have the same 
amount of books that he has] ■ He was angry, but she was 
just as angry. 

2 formal — used to introduce an example ■ various trees, as 
[=such as] oaks and pines 
2 as cory 

~T a — used to make comparisons ■ The fabric was soft as 
silk. I=the softness of the fabric was like the softness of silk] 

— usually used in the phrase as... as m The fabric was as 
soft as silk. • He is every bit as clever as she (is). ■ There are 
as many books here as (there are) there. ■ That was as deli- 
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cious a meal as your last one (was). = That was a meal as de¬ 
licious as your last one (was). ■ as hard as a rock [=very hard] 
■ as clear as crystal ^completely clear] ■ as white as snow 
(=snow-white, pure white] ■ He is as brave as he is loyal. ■ 
Her second book is twice as long as her first one. • He’s not 
as old as he claims to be. — sometimes used in negative 
phrases with so ■ He’s not so old as he claims to be. b — 
used in the phrase as... as to say when something should 
be done, how often something should happen, etc. ■ Come 
back as often as you like. ■ If you’re going to look for a new 
job, you should do it as soon/early/quickly as possible. 

2 a : in the way that ■ The letter “k" is sometimes silent, as it 
is in “knee." ■ In the word “macho" the “ch” should be pro¬ 
nounced as (it is) in “China,” not as (it is) in “Chicago.” ■ 
Knowing him as I do [^because I know him well]. I’m not 
surprised by his decision. ■ Do (it) as I do. ■ I’ll do it as I 
planned (to). ■ Sometimes a noun comes from a verb (ay 
“publisher” comes from “publish”) and sometimes a verb 
comes from a noun (ay “edit” comes from “editor”). • As it 
happens, I know his brother. [=1 happen to know his broth¬ 
er] ■ We planned a picnic but, as it happened, it rained that 
day. [=it happened to rain that day] ■ We arrived late and, as 
it turned out, all the tickets were already sold. [=we learned 
that all the tickets were already sold when we arrived late] ■ 
He seemed to be having a midlife crisis, as many men do. = 
As is the case with many men, he seemed to be having a 
midlife crisis, b — used to introduce a statement which in¬ 
dicates that something being mentioned was known, expect¬ 
ed, etc. ■ He won the election, as you know. = As you know, 
he won the election. • As was only to be expected, the elec¬ 
tion was very close. ■ He is a foreigner, as is evident from his 
accent. ■ It rained that day, as often happens. ■ Just as I sus¬ 
pected/thought! You’ve been drinking! C — used in phrases 
with same ■ He works in the same building as my brother. 
[=he and my brother work in the same building] ■ I’ve got 
shoes the same as his. = I’ve got the same type of shoes as he 
has. [=my shoes and his shoes are the same] ■ He was fooled 
the same as I was. [=he and I were both fooled] 

3 : while or when ■ She spilled the milk just as she was get¬ 
ting up. ■ I met him as I was leaving. 

4 : regardless of the degree to which : though ■ Unaccus¬ 
tomed as I am to public speaking [=although I am unaccus¬ 
tomed to public speaking]. I’d like to say a few words now. ■ 
Improbable as it seems, it’s still true. = {chiefly US) As im¬ 
probable as it seems, it’s still true, (^although it seems im¬ 
probable, it’s still true] ■ Much as I respect him [=although I 
respect him very much], I still have to disagree with him on 
this point. = {chiefly US) As much as I respect him, I still 
have to disagree with him on this point. ■ Tty as he might 
(=no matter how hard he tried], he couldn’t do it. 

5 formal : for the reason that : because ■ She stayed home 
as she had no car. ■ As I’m a pacifist. I’m against all wars. 

6 — used to indicate that one relationship is like another re¬ 
lationship ■ A puppy is to a dog as a kitten is to a cat. ■ Two is 
to four as eight is to sixteen. 

7 — used with so or such to indicate the result or effect of 
something ■ The evidence is such as to leave no doubt of his 
guilt. [=the evidence leaves no doubt of his guilt] ■ He is so 
clearly guilty as to leave no doubt. — see also so as (below) 
as against : in comparison to (something) ■ The govern¬ 
ment’s foreign policy is approved by 54 percent of men as 
against 48 percent of women. 

as for : with regard to : concerning ■ He’s here. As for the 
others, they’ll arrive later. [=the others will arrive later] ■ 
He was a nice enough person, but as for his suggestions, I 
found them unhelpful. 

as from chiefly Brit — used to indicate the time or date 
when something begins ■ The new law takes effect as from 
[=ay of July 1. 

as if or as though 1 : the way it would be if ■ The plane 
looked as if it was going to crash. ■ He was as sad as if he 
had lost his last friend. ■ The dog wagged its tail as if to say 
“Welcome back!” = The dog wagged its tail as if it was/ 
were saying “Welcome back!” ■ The day seemed as though 
it would never end. = It seemed as though the day would 
never end. 2 : as someone would do if ■ He ran as if 
ghosts were chasing him. ■ He had his hands together as 
though in prayer. 3 — used in spoken phrases to say that 
something is not true, will not happen, etc. ■ “She’s afraid 
you might try to take the job yourself.” “ As if I ever 
would 1” [=1 never would] ■ “He’ll never come back, you 
know!” "As if I carecf." [=1 don’t care] 4 The phrase as 
if is sometimes used informally as an inteijection to say 


that something suggested or claimed is impossible or very 
unlikely. ■ “He thinks you like him.” "As if\" [=1 don’t like 
him at all; there is no chance that I would like him] 
as is chiefly US : in the present condition without any 
changes ■ The car is being sold as is. ■ She bought the clock 
at an auction as is. 

as it is 1 : in the present condition ■ Leave everything ex¬ 
actly/just as it is. [=how it is, the way it is] 2 : with the sit¬ 
uation that exists now ■ We have enough to do as it is [- al¬ 
ready ] without your latest orders! 
as it were — used to say that a statement is true or accurate 
in a certain way even if it is not literally or completely true 
■ His retirement was. as it were [=so to speak], the beginning 
of his real career. 

as of — used to indicate the time or date when something 
begins * The new law takes effect as o/July 1. m As o/July I, 
prices will rise. 

as to 1 : 2 ABOUr ■ I’m at a loss as to how to explain the er¬ 
ror. [=1 don’t know how to explain the error] ■ There is dis¬ 
agreement as to the causes of the fire. ■ I remained uncer¬ 
tain as to the value of his suggestions. 2 : according to, 
BY ■ The eggs are graded as to size and color, 
as was Brit, informal : formerly, originally — used af¬ 
ter a former name ■ Myanmar—Burma as was (=Myan- 
mar, which was formerly called Burma] 
so as — used to indicate the purpose of something ■ He de¬ 
fended himself so as [=in order] to prove his innocence. 
— see also 2 AS 7 (above) 

3 aS prep 

T — used to indicate how a person or thing appears, is 
thought of, etc. ■ They regarded/described the situation as 
(being) a disaster. ■ Don’t think of it as (being) a setback- 
think of it as (being) a challenge! ■ Many people now regard 
him as a traitor. 

2 — used to indicate the condition, role, job, etc., of some¬ 
one or something ■ Then she spoke as a child [=she was a 
child when she spoke then], but now she is speaking as an 
adult. ■ He has a job as an editor. ■ The policeman disguised 
himself as a beggar. ■ Some people were surprised by his 
election as Governor. ■ The critics praised his performance 
as Othello. ■ I like her both as a poet and as a novelist. ■ As a 
pacifist, I’m against all wars. ■ Everyone rose as one. ^every¬ 
one rose together] 

ASAP /iei|£Siei'pi:, 'ei,saep/ abbr as soon as possible — used 
in informal contexts in both spoken and written English ■ We 
need you here ASAP. ■ Write back ASAP. 
aS'beS'tOS /aes'bestas/ noun [noncount] : a soft gray miner¬ 
al that does not burn, that was used especially as a building 
material in the past, and that can cause serious diseases of 
the lungs when people breathe its dust 
as*cend /a'send/ verb -cends; -cend-ed; -cenddng 

1 formal : to go up : to rise or move toward the sky [no obj] 
They watched their balloons slowly ascend into the sky. ■ 
Divers must not ascend too rapidly/quickly to the water’s 
surface. ■ She believed that when she died, her soul would as¬ 
cend to heaven. [+ obj] Most people are able to ascend 
[=climb] the mountain in less than four hours. ■ She said 
good night and ascended [=climbed] the stairs to her room. 
— Opposite DESCEND 

2 [no obj] : to slope or lead upward ■ Several paths ascend to 
the top of the mountain. ■ stairs ascending to the attic 
-Opposite DESCEND 

3 [no obj] : to rise to a higher or more powerful position in a 
government, company, etc. ■ John Adams ascended to the 
presidency in 1797. ■ She worked as a clerk before ascending 
to her current position. ■ A new national government ascend¬ 
ed [=rose] to power. [=it gained control of the country] 
ascend (to) the throne : to become a king or queen - He as¬ 
cended the throne after the death of his father. ■ In Shake¬ 
speare’s play, Macbeth kills the king and ascends to the 
throne. 

in ascending order ❖ If people or things are in ascending 
order , they are arranged in a series that begins with the 
least or smallest and ends with the greatest or largest. ■ The 
children were lined up in ascending order of height. ■ Test 
scores are listed in ascending order from lowest to highest. 
as«cen«dance /a*sEndans/ noun [noncount] chiefly US 

1 : the act of rising or moving up : the act of ascending ■ 
Abraham Lincoln’s ascendance [=(more commonly) ascent, 
ascension] to the presidency ■ her ascendance [=(more com¬ 
monly) ascent] to/into heaven 

2 : ascendancy ■ gain/lose ascendance 
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as-cen-dan-cy also as*cen*den*cy /a'sendansi/ noun 
[noncount] formal : a position of power in which someone 
can control or influence other people ■ the ascendancy of the 
government ■ She gained (the) ascendancy in the debate. 
1 as«cen*dant /a'sendant/ noun 

In the ascendant formal : becoming more powerful: gain¬ 
ing more power ■ The President’s party is no longer in the 
ascendant. 

2 ascendant adj [more most ~] formal 

1 : becoming more popular or successful ■ the actress’ ascen¬ 
dant [=rising] career 

2 : more powerful or important than any other ■ the ascen¬ 
dant [^dominant] beliefs at that time 

aS’CerVSion /a'senjan/ noun [singular] 

1 : the act of rising or ascending ■ the ascension [=(more 
commonly) ascent] of a balloon; especially : the act of mov¬ 
ing to a higher or more powerful position ■ The play tells of 
his ascension to the presidency. ■ the ascension of women in 
society 

2 the Ascension : the Christian holiday that celebrates 
Jesus Christ’s journey to heaven after his death 

aS'Cent /a'sent/ noun, pi -cents [count] 

1 : the act or process of ascending: such as a : the act or 
process of rising, moving, or climbing up — usually singular 

■ Fifty years ago, he made the first successful ascent of the 
mountain. [=he was the first person to climb the mountain] ■ 
The climbers completed their ascent to the mountain on a 
rainy morning in April. ■ The old elevator began its slow as¬ 
cent to the top floor. ■ The plane made a steep ascent to 
30,000 feet. — opposite descent b : the act or process of 
moving to a higher or more powerful position — usually sin¬ 
gular ■ the ascent and decline [=the rise and fall] of the 
world’s great civilizations ■ the new government’s gradual/ 
rapid ascent to power ■ She began her ascent up the corpo¬ 
rate ladder as a secretary. [=she started working as a secre¬ 
tary and gradually improved her career in business] 

2 : a way of going up something : an upward slope, path, etc. 

■ They followed a steep ascent to the top of the hill, 
as-cer-tain /.aesytein/ verb -tains; -tained; -tain-ing [+ 

obj] formal : to learn or find out (something, such as infor¬ 
mation or the truth) ■ They were unable to ascertain [=(more 
commonly) determine] the cause of the fire. ■ The police are 
now attempting to ascertain his whereabouts. [=to find out 
where he is] ■ Her doctors have been unable to ascertain 
[-find out] why she is ill. = Her doctors have been unable to 
ascertain the cause of her illness. ■ The information can be 
ascertained by anyone with a computer. 

— as*cer*tain*able /^sa^'temabal/ adj ■ The cause of the 
fire was not readily/easily ascertainable. 

aS'Cet-iC /a'setik/ adj [more most ~] formal : relating to 
or having a strict and simple way of living that avoids physi¬ 
cal pleasure ■ an ascetic monk ■ an ascetic scholar ■ the ascetic- 
severe , austere] life of monks ■ an ascetic diet of rice and 
beans 

— ascetic noun, pi -ics [count] • She left the comforts of 
home to live the life of an ascetic. — as*cet«i*cism 
/a'set^sizam/ noun [noncount] • religious asceticism 

ASCII /'aeski/ noun [noncount] : a standard way of represent¬ 
ing numbers and letters in a computer file so that they can 
be read by most computers The word ASCII comes from 
the initial letters of the words in the phrase American Stan¬ 
dard Code for Information Interchange. 
aS-COt /'ae,ska:t/ noun, pi -cots [count] chiefly US : a thin 
scarf worn by men that is folded into a loop under the chin 
aS'Cribe /a'skraib/ verb -cribes; -cribed; -crib-ing 
ascribe to [phrasal verb] ascribe (something) to (something 
or someone) formal : to say or think that (something) is 
caused by, comes from, or is associated with (something or 
someone) ■ They ascribed [=attributed] his illness to chemi¬ 
cals in his brain. [=they said his illness was caused by 
chemicals in his brain] ■ The author ascribes the economy’s 
success to the current government. [=the author credits the 
current government with the economy’s success] ■ She as¬ 
cribes [=assigns] no importance to having lots of money. 
[=she does not believe that having lots of money is impor¬ 
tant) ■ These poems are usually ascribed to Homer. [=most 
people believe that these poems were written by Homer] ■ 
qualities that are usually ascribed to men [=qualities that 
many people think are typical of men] 
asep-tiC /ei'septik/ adj [more most ~] medical : free 
from germs that cause disease ■ an aseptic wound 
aseX'U'al /ei'sekj'awal/ adj 


1 : not having or including sex ■ They had a completely asex¬ 
ual relationship. 

2 technical : of or relating to a kind of reproduction that 
does not involve the combining of male and female cells ■ 
asexual plants/organisms ■ asexual reproduction 

— asex-U-al-ly /ei'sekjawali/ adv ■ plants that reproduce 
asexually 

1 ash /'aej/ noun, pi ash-es 

1 : the soft gray powder that remains after something (such 
as a cigarette or wood) has been completely burned and de¬ 
stroyed by fire [noncount] The town lay under a thick layer/ 
blanket of ash. • clouds of hot volcanic ash [count] The vil¬ 
lage was covered in ashes. • cigarette ashes 

2 ashes [plural] : the burned parts that remain when some¬ 
thing is destroyed ■ The city was reduced to ashes by the fire. 
= The city was burned to ashes. — often used figuratively ■ 
Their happiness turned to ashes. [=their happiness was de¬ 
stroyed] ■ The nation slowly rose from the ashes of war. = It 
slowly rose out of the ashes and began to rebuild itself. ■ We 
sifted through the ashes of our ruined lives. 

3 ashes [plural] : the remains of a dead human body after it 
has been burned or cremated ■ the ashes of the dead ■ She 
kept her dead mother’s ashes in a jar above the fireplace. ■ 
He asked to have his ashes scattered along the river. 
sackcloth and ashes see sackcloth 

— compare 2 ash 

2 ash noun, pi ashes 

1 [count] : a type of tree that grows in northern parts of the 
world and that has thin gray bark and hard wood 

2 [noncount] : the hard wood of an ash tree ■ baseball bats 
made of ash 

-compare j ash 

ashamed /a'Jeimd/ adj, not used before a noun [more 
most ~] 

1 : feeling shame or guilt ■ She was ashamed that she hit her 
brother. = She felt ashamed for/about hitting her brother. ■ 
You ought to be ashamed! — often + of ■ You ought to be 
ashamed of yourself! ■ He was deeply ashamed o/his behav¬ 
ior at the company party. ■ I’m not ashamed of what I did. 
There’s nothing to be ashamed of ■ I can’t believe that you 
behaved so rudely. I’m ashamed of you! 

2 : not wanting to do something because of shame or embar¬ 
rassment ■ 1 can’t believe that you behaved so rudely. I’m 
ashamed to be seen with you! ■ We were too ashamed to go 
back to school. [=we didn’t go back to school because we 
were too embarrassed] » I’m ashamed [=embarrassed] to ad¬ 
mit it, but I still don’t know how to ride a bicycle. = I’m 
ashamed to say 1 still don’t know how to ride a bicycle. 

ash-blond or ash—blonde /'aej'blcund/ adj : pale blond 
or grayish blond ■ ash-blond hair 
ash can noun, pi — cans [count] US, old-fashioned : gar¬ 
bage can 

ash-en /'aejan/ adj [more most ~] : having a pale light 
gray color because of sickness, fear, etc. • His skin became 
ashen. ■ She was ashen with fear, 
ashore /a'Joa j adv : on or to the shore of an ocean, sea, 
lake, or river ■ We docked our boat and went ashore to visit 
the island. ■ the seashells that wash ashore after a storm 
ash-ram /■aij’ram/ noun, pi -rams [count] : a place where a 
person or a group of people go to live separately from the 
rest of society and practice the Hindu religion 
ash-tray /'aej,trei/ noun, pi -trays [count] : a small dish or 
other small container that is used for throwing away used 
cigarettes and cigars and their ashes 
Ash Wednesday noun [noncount] : the first day of the 
Christian holy period of Lent 

1 Asian /'ei33n/ noun, pi Asians [count] : a person born, 

raised, or living in Asia : a person whose family is from Asia ■ 
There are many Asians living in South America. 
usage In U.S. English, Asian refers usually to a person 
from the countries of eastern Asia, such as China, Korea, 
and Japan. In British English, Asian often refers to a per¬ 
son from the countries of western Asia, such as India and 
Pakistan. 

2 Asian adj : of or relating to Asia or its people ■ Asian cities/ 

populations/immigrants ■ Asian culture/philosophy/cooking 
Asian—Amer-i-can /■eisana'merakan/ noun, pi -cans 
[count] : an American who was born in Asia or whose family 
is from Asia 

— Asian—American adj ■ Most of the people who live in 
this neighborhood are Asian-American. 
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Asi*at*iC /,ei 3 i'£etik/ adj, always used before a noun : of or 
relating to Asia ■ Asiatic plants and animals • Asiatic coun¬ 
tries ■ the Asiatic fleet of the U.S. Navy [=the ships of the U.S. 
Navy that are in Asia] Asiatic should not be used to de¬ 
scribe people. 

1 aside /a'said/ adv 

1 : to or toward the side "He stepped aside and let her pass. • 
She drew aside the curtains. = She drew the curtains aside. • 
He threw/tossed his coat aside. ■ Please stand aside. • She 
laid/set the book aside. ■ He elbowed people aside as he 
moved through the crowd. "He took/drew her aside to 
speak to her privately. ■ Someone grabbed him and pulled/ 
pushed him aside. — often used figuratively • Their objec¬ 
tions were swept/brushed aside. [=were quickly dismissed or 
disregarded] ■ The old methods have been cast/thrown aside 
[=have been abandoned] in favor of new ones. • Leaving/Put¬ 
ting aside the question of money for the moment, we need to 
come up with a workable schedule. 

2 — used with put or set to describe something that is being 
kept or saved for a future use • She’s been setting/putting 
money aside [=has been saving money] for school. • The gov¬ 
ernment has set aside a thousand acres for use as a park. 

3 — used to say that something is not included in a state¬ 
ment that follows ■ Dangerous appearances aside , these ani¬ 
mals are really very gentle and friendly. [=these animals are 
friendly despite their dangerous appearances] ■ Such minor 
problems aside [=except for such minor problems], the mov¬ 
ie is a very entertaining thriller. 

aside from chiefly US 1 : not including (something): with 
the exception of (something) 'Aside from [=apartfrom, ex¬ 
cept for ] a few pieces of bread, the food is gone. ■ The mov¬ 
ie has been praised by most people, aside from a few critics 
who have called its happy ending trite and predictable. 2 
: in addition to (something) : BESIDES ■ Aside from being 
well written, the book is also beautifully illustrated 
2 aside noun, pi asides [count] 

1 : a comment spoken by a character in a play that is heard 
by the audience but is supposedly not heard by other charac¬ 
ters on stage 

2 : a comment that is spoken quietly to someone so that it 
cannot be heard by other people who are present ■ She made 
a joke about the food in a muttered/whispered aside to her 
husband. 

3 : a comment or discussion that does not relate directly to 
the main subject being discussed • The book includes several 
lengthy asides about the personal lives of scientists involved 
in the project. ■ In his speech he mentioned her contribu¬ 
tions almost as an aside , despite the fact that she was the one 
who came up with the idea originally. 

as*i*nine /'<es3,nain/ adj [more most ~] formal : very stu¬ 
pid and silly ■ That is the most asinine [-foolish, ridiculous] 
joke I’ve ever heard. ■ a completely asinine question 
ask /'ask. Brit 'disk/ verb asks; asked; ask>ing 
1 : to say or write something to someone as a way of gaining 
information : to request an answer to a question 1+ obj ] I 
need to ask a question. * I need to ask you a question. = (less 
commonly) I need to ask a question of you. ■ Are there any 
questions you would like to ask (me)? ■ Did you ask her yet? 

■ “Have you seen the movie yet?” he asked. ■ a list of fre¬ 
quently asked questions — often + about ■ We always ask 
him about his mother. — often 4- if or whether ■ He asked 
(them) if they had seen the movie. ■ She asked (me) if I was 
worried. ■ They were asked whether they would like to buy 
the car. — often + why , what , etc. ■ You should ask (him) why 
he didn’t come. ■ He always asks (her) what she thinks. ■ May 

1 ask what time it is? ■ It’s not polite to ask how much a per¬ 
son weighs, [no obj ] “If you don’t mind me/my asking , how 
old are you?" “I’m 35 years old. Why do you ask?" ■ Please 
don't ask. again. ■ “Do they have any soda?” “I don’t know. 
I’ll go ask." — often + about -1 asked about her plans for the 
future. ■ The police were here asking about you. 

2 : to tell someone in the form of a question that you want 
to be given something or that you want something to happen 
: to request something [no obj] If you want something to 
drink, just ask. [=just tell me that you want something to 
drink] ■ I would have given it to him, but he never asked. — 
often + for ■ Let’s stop and ask for directions. • I’ll have to ask 
for permission to leave. ■ She asked for their forgiveness/help. 

■ She ate all of her food and asked for more. ■ His lawyers are 
asking for the case to be dismissed. [+ obj ] We had to stop 
and ask directions. ■ May I ask the time? ■ Did you ask per¬ 
mission to leave? ■ She asked their forgiveness. — often + for 

■ We had to ask someone for directions. ■ I asked her for per¬ 


mission. ■ She asked them for their forgiveness. — often + if 
or whether • He asked if he could use my telephone. ■ They 
asked us whether we might stay an extra day. — often + that • 
She asked that I not say anything about it. • His lawyers are 
asking that the case be dismissed. — often followed by to + 
verb ■ She asked (for permission) to borrow her father’s car 
for the day. • I asked (for permission) to leave work early. • 
You should ask your teacher to help you. • Unhappy with the 
service, he asked to see the manager. 'He asked me to many 
him. ■ I’m sony, but I need to ask you to leave. ■ She asked 
me not to say anything about it to anyone. ■ I wanted to say 
something about it, but she asked me not to. 

3 [+ obj] : to invite (someone) to go somewhere or do some¬ 
thing ■ He’s asking just a few friends to the party. • I asked 
him to lunch. ■ They asked me over for dinner. To ask 
someone out is to ask someone to go on a date with you. ■ I 
asked her out (on a date), but she turned me down. 

4 [+ obj] a : to believe that you should receive (something) 
from someone ■ She doesn’t ask [-expect, require ] a lot. She 
asks very little in return for her hard work. — often + of • 
The school asks much o/its students. [=the school expects its 
students to do a lot] ■ He says that people ask too little of 
their politicians. ■ He was ready to go to war, should the gov¬ 
ernment ask it of him. [=should the government ask him to 
go to war] b : to set (a specific amount of money) as a price 
■ The dealer originally asked [=wanted] $20,000 for the car, 
but he sold it to me for $18,000. ■ They’re asking [=charging] 
$100 or more per concert ticket. — see also asking price 
ask after [phrasal verb] ask after (someone or something) 

: to ask about (someone or something) ■ He asked after my 
wife’s health. ■ He greeted us warmly and asked after our 
families. [=he asked how our families were] 
ask around [phrasal verb] : to ask many people to tell you 
information about someone or something ■ Maybe you 
should ask around to find out more about this guy. • We 
usually ask around before trying a new restaurant. 
ask for [phrasal verb] 1 ask for (someone) : to request to 
see or talk to (someone) ■ Unhappy with the service, he 
asked for the store manager. • There’s someone on the 
phone asking for you. 2 ask for it informal : to behave in a 
way that makes someone want to hurt or punish you ■ 
You’re asking for it, kid! If you keep misbehaving, you’re 
going to get punished. ■ All right. You asked for it\ 3 ask 
for trouble informal : to behave in a way that is likely to re¬ 
sult in trouble "If you invest your money without doing 
careful research, you’re just asking for trouble. — see also 
ask for the moon at 1 MOON 

ask yourself To ask yourself something is to think about 
the true answer to a question. ■ Ask yourself what you 
would do in that situation. ■ Before buying an expensive 
item, he needs to ask himself if/whether he can afford it. 
don’t ask informal — used to say that something is too 
strange, embarrassing, or complicated to explain ■ “She 
married and divorced a man in the same day? How is that 
possible?” “ Don't ask." 

don’t ask me informal — used to say that you do not know 
the answer to a question ■ “Why are they having a compa¬ 
ny meeting?” “ Don’t ask me. I only work here.” ■ Don't ask 
me why they’re changing the system. I think it’s fine the 
way it is. 

for the asking If something is yours for the asking, you 
can have it if you want it or ask for it. ■ This job is hers for 
the asking. [=she can have the job if she wants it] ■ Our ser¬ 
vices are available/free for the asking. [=our services are 
available/free for anyone who wants them] 

/ ask you People use the phrase 7 ask you before or after a 
question when they want someone to agree or sympathize 
with them. • (Now) 7 ask you , is that fair? [=1 don’t think 
it’s fair; do you?] ■ Look at that hat! Who would wear such 
a thing, 7 ask you? 

If you ask me informal : in my opinion ■ She looks ridicu¬ 
lous in that hat, if you ask me. 

who asked you? informal + impolite — used as a response 
when someone gives an opinion that is not wanted ■ “I 
think you should break up with that guy." “ Who asked 
you?" [-mind your own business ; I don’t want to hear your 
opinion] 

askance /a'sksens/ adv : in a way that shows a lack of trust 
or approval ■ Most scientists looked askance at the new dis¬ 
covery. [=most scientists were doubtful about the new dis¬ 
covery] ■ Several people looked at him askance when he 
walked into the room. = Several people eyed him askance 
when he walked into the room. 
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askew /a'skju:/ adv [more most ~] : not straight : at an 
angle • The picture hung askew [=crookedly] on the wall. 

— askew adj, not used before a noun ■ His tie is slightly 
askew [=crooked] in this picture. 

asking price noun [. singular ]: the price that is asked for by 
a person who is selling something ■ The original asking price 
for/of the car was $20,000, but I was eventually able to buy it 
for $18,000. — compare selling price 
asleep /a'sli:p/ adj, not used before a noun 

1 : in a state of sleep : sleeping ■ “Are you asleep ?” “No, I’m 
awake.” • He tries to clean up the house while the kids are 
asleep. ■ The cats are asleep on the floor. ■ She was still asleep 
at noon. When people are fast asleep or sound asleep, 
they are sleeping very deeply. ■ It was late at night and every¬ 
one was fast asleep. ■ One moment she was sound asleep , the 
next she was wide awake! If you are half asleep, you are 
very tired and not completely awake. ■ We were still half 
asleep when we went to school the next morning. 

2 : lacking any feeling If a part of your body (such as a 
foot or leg) is asleep , it is not able to feel anything for a brief 
time, usually because you have kept it in an awkward posi¬ 
tion for too long. ■ My foot’s asleep. 

fall asleep : to begin sleeping ■ She fell asleep during the 
movie. ■ I woke up and I couldn’t fall back asleep. [=1 
couldn’t go to sleep again] 

asp /'sesp/ noun, pi asps [count] : a small poisonous snake 
from Egypt 

as*par-a-gus /a'speragas/ noun [noncount] : a plant with 
long green stems and tiny leaves at one end that is cooked 
and eaten as a vegetable — see color picture on page C4 
as-pect /' 2 e,spekt/ noun, pi -pects 

1 [count] : a part of something ■ Our proposal differs from 
theirs in one important aspect. [=respect] — usually + of ■ 
Their religion affects almost/nearly/virtually every aspect 
[=facet] of their lives. * Eating healthy foods is only/just one 
aspect [=part] of a healthy lifestyle. ■ Nobody has discussed 
the most important aspect of the problem. ■ Computers now 
influence all aspects of American life. 

2 formal : the way a person, place, or thing appears [singu¬ 
lar] The old house took on a dark and lonely aspect [ap¬ 
pearance] at night, [noncount] Their gods are primarily hu¬ 
man in aspect. [=they look like humans] 

3 [singular] formal : the direction that something (such as a 
room or building) faces or points towards ■ The house has a 
southern aspect. [=a southern exposure; the front of the 
house faces the south] — sometimes used figuratively ■ We 
studied the situation from every aspect, [-angle] 

4 grammar : the characteristic of a verb that expresses the 
way an action happens -$■ A verb’s aspect shows whether an 
action happens one time and stops quickly, happens repeat¬ 
edly, or happens continuously, [count] The aspect of “sit” in 
“please sit down now” is different from the aspect of “sitting” 
in “I was sitting at my desk.” [noncount] two verb forms dif¬ 
fering in aspect 

aspect ratio noun, pi ~ ratios [count] technical : a number 
that compares the width and height of a movie or television 
picture 

as-pen /'»span/ noun, pi -pens [count] : a kind of tree 
whose leaves move easily when the wind blows 
as-per-i‘ty /a'sperati/ noun [noncount] formal : harshness of 
behavior or speech that expresses bitterness or anger ■ He 
spoke about his ex-wife with asperity, [-acrimony] 
aS*per*SionS /a'sp^anz/ noun 
cast aspersions formal : to say critical things about (some¬ 
one or someone’s character) : to criticize (someone) 
harshly or unfairly • He tried to discuss his political oppo¬ 
nents respectfully, without casting aspersions. — usually + 
on ■ He tried to avoid casting aspersions on (the motives/in¬ 
tegrity of) his political opponents, 
as-phalt /' 2 es,fa:lt/ noun [noncount] ; a black substance that 
is used for making roads 

as»phyx-ia /ses'fiksija/ noun [noncount] medical : the state 
of not being able to breathe ■ The cause of death was asphyx¬ 
ia. 

as*phyx*i*ate / 2 es'fiksi,eit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at*ing [+ 

obj] : to cause (someone) to stop breathing and often to be¬ 
come unconscious and die ■ The murder victim was asphyxi¬ 
ated. 

— as-phyx-i-a-tion /zes.fiksi'eijan/ noun [noncount] • The 
murder victim died of asphyxiation. 

as-pic /'zespik/ noun [noncount] : a clear jelly that is usually 


served with cold meat or fish ■ a serving of chicken in aspic 

as*pi*rant /'sesparant/ noun, pi -rants [count] formal : a 
person who tries to become something : a person who as¬ 
pires to do or to be something ■ a presidential aspirant = an 
aspirant to the presidency [=someone who wants to become 
president] 

1 as*pi*rate /'gespa^eit/ verb -rates; -rat*ed; -rat-lng [+ obj] 

1 linguistics : to pronounce (a letter or word) with the sound 
of a breath or the letter “h” ■ The letter “h” in “house” is aspi¬ 
rated, but the “h” in “hour” is not. 

2 medical : to remove (liquid) from a person’s body ■ The 
doctor aspirated fluid from the cyst. = The doctor aspirated 
the cyst. 

3 medical : to breathe (liquid, food, etc.) into your lungs ■ 
She began coughing when she aspirated some orange juice. 

2 as*pi*rate /'aesparat/ noun, pi -ates [count] linguistics : the 
sound of the letter “h” ■ The word “hour” is not pronounced 
with an aspirate. 

as-pi»ra*tion /.asspa'reijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : something that a person wants very much to 
achieve ■ I’ve never had any aspiration to become famous. 
[=I’ve never wanted to become famous] — usually plural ■ 
What are your aspirations for the future? [=what do you 
want to accomplish in the future?] ■ the different aspirations 
of the group’s members • She has political aspirations. [=she 
wants/aspires to be a politician] ■ romantic/social/literary as¬ 
pirations 

2 [noncount] : the act of aspirating something: such as a lin¬ 
guistics : the act of pronouncing the sound of a breath or the 
letter “h” ■ the aspiration of the letter “h” in “a house” b 
medical : the act of removing liquid from a person’s body ■ 
the aspiration of stomach fluids c medical : the act of 
breathing something into the lungs ■ problems caused by the 
aspiration of fluids into the patient’s lungs 

— as-pi-ra-tion*al /.sespa'reijanal/ adj [more most ~] 
Brit ■ aspirational [= ambitious ] people ■ aspirational 
brands/products [=brands/products that appeal to people 
who want to raise their social status] — as*pi*ra*tion»al- 
ly adv 

as*pire /a'spaja-/ verb -pires; -pired; -pir-ing [no obj] : to 
want to have or achieve something (such as a particular ca¬ 
reer or level of success) — often + to • Both young men as¬ 
pire to careers in medicine. [=both young men want to have 
careers in medicine] ■ She aspires to a more active role in her 
government. ■ people who aspire to home ownership ^peo¬ 
ple who want to own their own homes] — often followed by 
to + verb • He says he never aspired to become famous. ■ little 
girls who aspire to play professional basketball 

— aspiring adj ■ an aspiring actor [=a person who wants to 
be an actor] ■ an aspiring young writer 

as-pi*rin /'assparan/ noun, pi aspirin or as*pi*rins : a 
medicine that reduces pain and fever [noncount] Aspirin is 
effective in controlling headaches. • an aspirin pill [count] I 
had a headache so I took a couple of aspirins/aspirin. [=a 
couple of aspirin pills] 

1 ass /'ees/ noun, pi ass>es [count] 

1 old-fashioned : a donkey 

2 informal + impolite : a foolish, stupid, or stubborn person ■ 
You can be such an ass sometimes! ■ They act like a couple 
of pompous/pretentious asses. ■ I made an ass of myself at 
the party. [=1 behaved very foolishly at the party] 

— compare 2 ass 
2 ass noun, pi asses 

1 [count] chiefly US, informal + impolite a : the part of the 
body above the legs that is used for sitting : buttocks ■ She 
slipped and fell flat on her ass. [ =(Brit ) arse] b — used in 
various phrases ■ I’ve got to thank the soldiers who protected 
my ass [=protected my life/hide/skin] during the war. - She 
saved your ass. [=she saved you] ■ I wish he’d admit to his 
mistakes instead of always trying to cover his ass. [=to keep 
from being blamed or punished] ■ Get your ass back here\ 
[=come back here] ■ We don’t have much time so you’d bet¬ 
ter move your ass! = You’d better get your ass in gear 1 
[=you’d better start going/moving faster] ■ “Are you sure 
you’re going to win?” “You (can) bet your ass [=you can be 
very certain] I’m going to win!” ■ This comedian will make 
you laugh your asses off. [=will make you laugh very hard] ■ 
I work my ass off everyday to try to make ends meet. ■ Work, 
my ass! [=what nonsense] You just sit in front of the TV all 
day. ■ You’ve been (sitting) on your ass in front of the TV all 
day. ■ It’s time (for you) to get off your ass and do some 
work! ■ She’s always on my ass about getting a better job. 
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[=she’s always telling me that I should get a better job] ■ That 
gray truck has been on our ass [=has been following us very/ 
too closely] for the last mile. ■ Why can’t you get off his ass?! 
[=stop criticizing him] He’s doing the best he can! — see also 
haul ass at ‘haul, kick someone’s ass at ‘kick, kiss (my/ 
someone’s) ass at ‘kiss 

2 [ noncount ] US, offensive a : sexual intercourse ■ looking 
to get some ass b — used in the phrase piece of ass to refer 
to a person (especially a woman) in a sexual way ■ He de¬ 
scribed her as “a nice piece of ass." These uses of ass are 
very offensive and should be avoided. 

— compare ‘ass 

as*sail /a^eil/ verb -sails; -sailed; -sailing [+ obj] : to at¬ 
tack or criticize (someone or something) in a violent or an¬ 
gry way ■ The movie was assailed by critics. • politicians as¬ 
sailed by the media — often used figuratively ■ A horrible 
odor assailed our noses. [=we smelled a horrible odor] ■ We 
were assailed by doubts [=we were very doubtful] about the 
decision we d made. ■ assailed by fears 
as*sail*ant /a'seilant/ noun, pi -ants [count] formal : a per¬ 
son who attacks someone violently • She said that her assail¬ 
ant [=the person who attacked her] was wearing a mask. 
as*sas*sin /a'szesn/ noun, pi -sins [count] : a person who 
kills someone (such as a famous or important person) usual¬ 
ly for political reasons or for money : a person who assassi¬ 
nates someone ■ He’s a hired assassin, [^someone hired to 
kill someone] • the President's would-be assassin [=the per¬ 
son who tried to kill the President] ■ John Wilkes Booth was 
the assassin of Abraham Lincoln. 
as*sas*si-nate /3‘s£es3,neit/ verb -nates; -nat-ed; -nat- 
ing [+ obj] : to kill (someone, such as a famous or important 
person) usually for political reasons • They discovered a se¬ 
cret plot/plan to assassinate the governor. • President John F. 
Kennedy was assassinated in 1963. 

— as-sas*si*na*tlon /3,sEes3'neij3n/ noun, pi -tions 
[count] an attempted assassination of the President [non¬ 
count] a leader whose life was tragically cut short by assas¬ 
sination 

1 as-sault /s'sa.lt/ noun, pi -saults 

1 a [noncount] law : the crime of trying or threatening to 
hurt someone physically • He was accused of assault. = He 
was charged with assault. = Assault charges were brought 
against him. • She was wanted (by the police) for assault with 
a deadly weapon. ■ He was found guilty of sexual assault. 
[=the crime of touching someone in an unwanted sexual 
way] — see also indecent assault b [count] : a violent 
physical attack ■ She was injured in a brutal assault. 

2 [count] : a military attack ■ They launched several air as¬ 
saults [=attacks using airplanes] against the enemy. ■ They 
got ready for an enemy assault. [=an attack by the enemy] — 
often + on ■ The enemy has launched an assault on the city. 

— often used figuratively ■ They saw the change as an as¬ 
sault on the values of their society. ■ They launched a fierce 
legal assault against the company. ■ The government is at¬ 
tempting an all-out/full-scale assault on the use of drugs. 
under assault: being attacked or criticized ■ The city is un¬ 
der assault from enemy troops. ■ He came under assault for 
his unusual beliefs. (=he was severely criticized for his un¬ 
usual beliefs] ■ Their personal freedoms are (coming) un¬ 
der assault by the government. 

2 assault verb -saults; -sault-ed; -sault-ing [+ obj ]: to vio¬ 
lently attack (someone or something) ■ He was arrested for 
assaulting a police officer. ■ She verbally assaulted one of her 
coworkers. ■ He had been sexually assaulted [=touched or 
hurt in a sexual way] as a young boy. • Enemy forces assault¬ 
ed the city. — sometimes used figuratively • A terrible noise 
assaulted our senses. [=we heard a terrible noise] 
assault and battery noun [noncount] law : the crime of 
threatening and physically hitting or attacking someone 
assault course noun, pi ~ courses [count] Brit : obsta¬ 
cle course 

assault rifle noun, pi ~ rifles [count] : a gun that can 
shoot many bullets quickly and that is designed for use by 
the military — called also assault weapon ; see picture at GUN 
as*say /Ee'sei/ verb -says; -sayed; -say-ing (+ obj] techni¬ 
cal : to test something (such as a metal or drug) to find out 
what it contains ■ They assayed the gold to determine its pu¬ 
rity. 

— as-say /'£e,sei/ noun, pi -says [count] ■ a gold assay 
as*sem*blage /s'semblicfc/ noun, pi -blag-es [count] for¬ 
mal : a group of people or things • an assemblage [=group] of 
parents and teachers ■ an assemblage [=tfef] of tools 


as*sem*ble /3*semb3l/ verb -sem-bles; -sem-bled; 
-senvbling 

1 [+ obj] : to collect (things) or gather (people) into one place 
or group ■ We’ll need to assemble a list of songs for the con¬ 
cert. • She assembled all of her old photos into three albums. 

■ Hundreds of notes and letters were assembled into a book. ■ 
A team of scientists was assembled to study the problem. 

2 [no obj] : to meet together in one place ■ The U.S. Constitu¬ 
tion gives people the right to assemble peacefully. • A crowd 
had assembled in front of the courthouse during the trial. ■ 
After dinner, the men would assemble in the living room to 
watch the game on TV. ■ The club assembles once a month to 
discuss upcoming activities. 

3 [+ obj] : to connect or put together the parts of (something, 
such as a toy or machine) ■ Their father helped them assem¬ 
ble their new bicycles in the garage. ■ The cars are assembled 
on an assembly line. 

as*sem*bly /s'sembli/ noun, pi -blies 

1 [noncount] : the act of connecting together the parts of 
something (such as a machine): the act of assembling some¬ 
thing ■ The parts are made in this factory and then shipped to 
another country for assembly. • No assembly required. [=this 
product is already put together] 

2 [count] : a group of people who make and change laws for 
a government or organization ■ the organization's general as¬ 
sembly ■ elected legislative assemblies ■ the New York State 
Assembly • the French National Assembly 

3 [count] a : a group of people who have gathered together 

■ an assembly of armed men b : a meeting of all the teach¬ 
ers and students of a school ■ School assemblies were usually 
held in the cafeteria. 

4 [noncount] : the act of gathering together to talk about is¬ 
sues ■ Freedom of speech and freedom of assembly are pro¬ 
tected by the U.S. Constitution. 

assembly line noun, pi ~ lines [count] : production 

LINE 

as*sem*bly*man /s’semblimsn/ noun, pi -men /-man/ 
[count] : a person (especially a man) who is a member of a 
legislative assembly 

as*sem*bly«WO*man /s’sembl^wumsn/ noun, pi -wo¬ 
men /-(Wiman/ [count ]: a woman who is a member of a leg¬ 
islative assembly 

as*sent /s’sent/ verb -sents; -sent-ed; -sent-lng [no obj] 
formal : to agree to or approve of something (such as an idea 
or suggestion) especially after carefully thinking about it ■ 
The general proposed a detailed plan and the President as¬ 
sented. — often + to ■ She refused to assent to [=agree to] the 
new rules. 

— assent noun [noncount] • A contract requires the assent 
[= agreement, approval] of both parties. • The leaders gave 
their assent [= approval] to the peace proposal. 

as-sert /s'sa-t/ verb -serts; -sert-ed; -serving [+ obj ] 

1 : to state (something) in a strong and definite way ■ 
“Poverty is the city’s most serious problem," the authors as¬ 
sert. = The authors assert that poverty is the city’s most seri¬ 
ous problem. ■ He asserted that there were spies in the gov¬ 
ernment. ■ Despite the evidence against him, he has 
continued to assert his innocence. [=has continued to say 
that he is innocent] 

2 : to demand that other people accept or respect (some¬ 
thing) ■ She asserted her independence from her parents by 
getting her own apartment. ■ The boss was reluctant to assert 
his authority over his employees. 

assert yourself 1 of d person : to speak or act in a strong 
and definite way • If you want people to listen to your 
opinions, you’ll need to learn how to assert yourself. ■ The 
coach wants the players to assert themselves I=play more 
aggressively] on the field. 2 of a thing : to become appar¬ 
ent : to start to be clearly seen or known ■ Doubts about 
the value of the work began to assert themselves. 

— as-ser*tion /s'sa'Jsn/ noun, pi -tions [count] I don’t al¬ 
ways agree with his assertions [=his strong statements] 
about politics. ■ an assertion of innocence [noncount] Get¬ 
ting her own apartment was the first step in the assertion of 
her independence. 

synonyms assert, declare, affirm, and avow mean 
to say something in a way that shows you feel strongly 
about it, usually when you expect someone to disagree or 
challenge you. assert suggests that you are confident 
about what you are saying and that you do not need proof 
or evidence. ■ The group asserts that the smoking ban will 
negatively affect restaurant and bar owners, declare is 
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used when you are saying something in a public or open 
way. ■ She has declared her support for the candidate, af¬ 
firm is a formal word which suggests that you believe 
something because of evidence, experience, or faith. ■ He 
again affirmed his belief in the existence of an afterlife. 
avow is also formal and emphasizes that you are being 
honest or sincere. ■ Both avowed that they had nothing to 
do with the crime. 

as-sert-ive /s'sativ/ adj [more most ~]: confident in be¬ 
havior or style ■ an assertive attitude ■ Their daughter is an 
assertive little girl. ■ The country has adopted a more assertive 
[- aggressive ] foreign policy. ■ If you want people to listen to 
your opinions, you’ll need to learn to be more assertive. — 
sometimes used figuratively ■ a sauce with an assertive flavor 
[=a strong flavorl — see also self-assertive 
— as-sert-ive-ly adv ■ He walked assertively [^confidently] 
onto the stage. — as*sert«ive»ness noun [noncount] • the 
country’s new assertiveness [= aggressiveness ] in foreign pol¬ 
icy • She is getting/undergoing assertiveness training. 
[=training that teaches people to act more confidently] 
as-sess /a'ses/ verb -sess*es; -sessed; -sess-ing [+ obj ] 

1 : to make a judgment about (something) ■ The school will 
assess [= evaluate ] the students’ progress each year. ■ After the 
hurricane, officials assessed the town’s need for aid. ■ assess a 
problem ■ We need to assess whether or not the system is 
working. ■ assess the situation/danger/impact/severity 

2 : to officially say what the amount, value, or rate of (some¬ 
thing) is ■ Damage to the boat was assessed at $5,000. ■ Their 
house is assessed [^appraised, valued] at $163,000. 

3 a : to tax or charge (someone or something) : to require (a 
person, business, etc.) to pay a particular amount of money ■ 
The company was assessed $12 million in fines for polluting 
the river, b : to require a person, business, etc., to pay (a 
tax, fee, fine, etc.) ■ The bank assesses [=(more commonly) 
charges, imposes] a fee for replacing lost credit cards. 

4 US, sports : to give (a player or team) a penalty during a 
game ■ He was assessed five fouls during the game. 

as-sess-ment /a'sesmant/ noun, pi -merits formal 

1 a : the act of making a judgment about something : the 
act of assessing something [count] The book is a careful as¬ 
sessment [-appraisal, evaluation] of the president’s achieve¬ 
ments. ■ The school uses a variety of tests for its annual stu¬ 
dent assessments, [evaluations] [noncount] It’s a difficult 
problem that requires careful assessment, b [count] : an 
idea or opinion about something ■ I don’t agree with his as¬ 
sessment of the problem. 

2 [count] : an amount that a person is officially required to 
pay especially as a tax ■ The owners claimed the tax assess¬ 
ment on their house was too high. 

as*ses*SOr /a'sesa•/ noun, pi -sors [count] 

1 : a person whose job is to officially say how much some¬ 
thing (such as a property) is worth especially so that it can be 
taxed according to that value ■ a tax assessor 

2 law : a person who knows a lot about a particular subject 
and whose job is to give advice about that subject to a judge 
or other court official 

3 : a person whose job is to officially say how well someone 
has done on a test, in a competition, etc. 

as*set /'se.set/ noun, pi -sets [count] 

1 : a valuable person or thing ■ Good looks can be an asset 
[- advantage ] in an acting career. ■ The state’s natural assets 
include mountains and beautiful lakes. — often + to ■ Good 
looks can be an asset to an actor. ■ She is a great asset to the 
team. [=she’s a valuable member of the team] 

2 : something that is owned by a person, company, etc. — 
usually plural ■ The company had to sell some of its assets to 
avoid bankruptcy. ■ a bank with billions of dollars in assets ■ 
business assets and liabilities ■ They bought the company and 
stripped it of its assets. [=they sold the property owned by the 
company] 

as-set-strip-ping /'ae.set'stnpir)/ noun [noncount] chiefly 
Brit : the practice of buying a company that is not successful 
at a low price and then selling its property (such as buildings 
or land) to make a profit 

ass*hole /'Ees.houl/ noun, pi -holes [count] US, informal + 
offensive 

1 : ANUS 

2 : a very stupid or annoying person ■ Her boyfriend is a real 
asshole. [=(Brit) arsehole] 

as-sid-u-ous /a'sicfeawas/ adj [more most ~] formal 
: showing great care, attention, and effort ■ They were assid¬ 
uous in their search for all the latest facts and figures. ■ The 


project required some assiduous planning. ■ assiduous [-dili¬ 
gent] students 

— as-si-du-ity Asesa'duiwati, Brit ,£es3*dju:w3ti/ noun [non¬ 
count] ■ the assiduity [= diligence ] of the students — as-sid- 
u-ous-ly adv ■ He worked assiduously [= diligently ] to im¬ 
prove his grades. — as*sid-u*ous-ness noun [noncount] ■ 
the assiduousness [=diligence] of the students 

as-sign /a'sain/ verb -signs; -signed; -sign-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to give someone a particular job or duty : to require 
someone to do a particular task ■ They assigned me the job 
of cleaning the equipment. = They assigned the job of clean¬ 
ing the equipment to me. = They assigned me to clean the 
equipment. ■ The teacher assigned us 50 math problems for 
homework! • Students will be assigned five books to read and 
must choose two additional books (to read). 

2 : to send (someone) to a particular group or place as part 
of a job ■ She was assigned to the embassy in India. ■ The new 
teacher was assigned to the science laboratory. ■ assigned to a 
platoon/squadron 

3 : to give out something : to provide someone with some¬ 
thing ■ Parts in the play were assigned [=given] to each stu¬ 
dent. ■ They assigned me a secretary. = They assigned a secre¬ 
tary to me. [=they provided me with a secretary] ■ A section 
of the field was assigned [=set aside] for parking. ■ The plane 
landed at its assigned gate. ■ our assigned positions/seats 

4 : to say that someone has (something, such as blame or re¬ 
sponsibility) ■ He believes that they have assigned blame/re¬ 
sponsibility to the wrong people. 

5 ; to give a particular value, identity, etc., to something ■ 
The computer program will assign a number to each image. 

6 law : to officially give (property or a legal right) to some¬ 
one else ■ She assigned her share of the estate to her brother. 

— aS"Sign*able /s'sainabal/ adj, chiefly law ■ an assignable 
interest in the estate — as*sign>or Asesa'noa/ noun, pi 
-ors [count] law ■ the property of the assignor 

as-sig-na«tion Aaesig'neijan/ noun, pi -tions [count] for¬ 
mal : a meeting between lovers ■ a secret assignation [-tryst] 
as-sigrvment /a'sainmant/ noun, pi -merits 

1 : a job or duty that is given to someone : a task someone is 
required to do [count] My assignment was to clean the 
equipment. = They gave me the assignment of cleaning the 
equipment. ■ The students were given a homework assign¬ 
ment. ■ The reporter’s assignment is to interview the candi¬ 
date. ■ The reporter is here on an assignment, [noncount] 
The reporter is here on assignment. 

2 [noncount] : the act of assigning something or someone: 
such as a : the act of sending someone to a particular 
group or place as part of a job ■ The article discusses the re¬ 
cent assignment of senators to some of the more powerful 
committees. ■ her assignment to the embassy in India b 
: the act of giving a particular value, identity, etc., to some¬ 
thing ■ the computer’s assignment of a number to each image 
c : the act of saying that someone has something (such as 
blame) ■ the assignment of blame/responsibility d law : the 
act of officially giving property or a legal right to another 
person ■ the assignment of property 

3 [count] : something (such as a particular position or seat) 
that is chosen for you to use or have ■ She asked if she could 
change her seating assignment. 

as-sim-i-late /a'sima.leit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -lat-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to learn (something) so that it is fully understood 
and can be used ■ Children need to assimilate new ideas/con¬ 
cepts. • There was a lot of information/material to assimilate 
at school. 

2 a [+ obj ]: to cause (a person or group) to become part of a 
different society, country, etc. ■ Schools were used to assimi¬ 
late the children of immigrants. ■ She was thoroughly/com¬ 
pletely assimilated to/into her new country. [=she had com¬ 
pletely adapted to her new country] b [no obj] : to adopt 
the ways of another culture : to fully become part of a dif¬ 
ferent society, country, etc. ■ They found it hard to assimi¬ 
late to/into American society. 

3 [+ obj] : to adopt (something) as part of a larger thing ■ The 
language is constantly assimilating new words. [=making 
new words part of itself; the language is constantly getting 
new words] ■ Many of these religious traditions have been as¬ 
similated into the culture. 

— aS'Sim-i-la'tion /a^ima'lei/an/ noun [noncount] ■ a 
child’s assimilation of concepts/ideas/information ■ Her 
assimilation into American society was complete. 

1 as*sist /a'sist/ verb -sists; -sist-ed; -sistdng : to give sup¬ 
port or help : to make it easier for someone to do something 
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or for something to happen : help [+ obj] The device assists 
those who can’t climb stairs. ■ The President was assisted by 
his advisers. ■ The President was assisted with his speech. = 
The President was assisted in writing his speech. ■ She assist¬ 
ed the boy with his homework. ■ Another doctor assisted him 
with the operation, [no obj\ Another doctor assisted with the 
operation. ■ Federal agents are assisting with the investiga¬ 
tion. ■ She assisted in making the decision. ■ The cream assists 
in the prevention of skin cancer. 

2 assist noun, pi -sists [count] 

1 US, somewhat infoimal : an action that helps someone — 
usually singular ■ He wrote the story with an assist from 
[=with the help/assistance of] his friend. [=his friend helped 
him to write the story] 

2 sports : an action (such as passing a ball or puck) that helps 
a teammate to score ■ He had 3 goals and 2 assists in the 
hockey game. 

as-sis'tance /a'sistans/ noun [noncount] : the act of help¬ 
ing or assisting someone : help or support ■ Any assistance 
you can give me would be appreciated. ■ I’ll be happy to pro¬ 
vide you with whatever assistance you may need. ■ financial/ 
cash assistance ■ The store salesperson asked her, “Do you 
need (any) assistance' ?” ■ She offered her assistance. ■ She 
asked, “Can I be of (any) assistance ?” [=can I help you?] ■ 
He wrote the story with his friend’s assistance. = He wrote 
the story with the assistance of his friend. [=his friend 
helped him to write the story] ■ Nobody came to her assis¬ 
tance [=nobody helped her] when her car broke down. 
— see also directory assistance 
1 as»sis»tant /a'sistant/ noun, pi -tants [count] 

1 : a person who helps someone; especially : a person whose 
job is to help another person to do work ■ a magician’s assis¬ 
tant [=helper] ■ an assistant to the college president ■ an assis¬ 
tant to the store manager ■ a dental assistant [=a person 
whose job is to help a dentist] ■ a wealthy executive who has 
a personal assistant — see also physician’s assistant 

2 : a person whose job is to help the customers in a store ■ 
She works as a sales assistant [-salesclerk] at Macy’s. ■ (Brit) 
a shop assistant 

Assistant adj, always used before a noun : having the job of 
helping someone to do work : having a lower rank or posi¬ 
tion than others in a group, organization, etc. ■ an assistant 
store manager ■ an assistant editor 
assistant professor noun, pi ~ -sors [count] : a teacher 
at a U.S. college or university who has a iank above an in¬ 
structor and below an associate professor 
assisted living noun [noncount] : a system that provides a 
place to live and medical care for people (such as elderly or 
disabled people) who need help with daily activities — often 
used in the form assisted-living before another noun ■ an 
assisted-living facility/residence 
assisted suicide noun, pi ~ -cides : suicide with help 
from another person (such as a doctor) to end suffering from 
severe physical illness [count] a doctor who has been in¬ 
volved in several assisted suicides [noncount] an opponent of 
assisted suicide 
assn, abbr association 

aSSOC. abbr associate; associated; association 
1 as»SO»ci»ate /a'souri.eit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing 

1 [+ obj]: to think of one person or thing when you think of 
another person or thing — usually + with ■ I associate flow¬ 
ers with spring. ■ She will always associate that place with her 
youth. ■ People associate the company with televisions but it 
also makes computers. ^ When one thing is associated with 
another, they happen together or are related or connected in 
some way. ■ There are several dangers/risks associated with 
[=connected with] that approach. ■ plants associated with the 
desert ■ He has symptoms associated with lung disease. ■ 
There are health problems that are often associated with pov¬ 
erty. 

2 : to be together with another person or group as friends, 
partners, etc. [no obj] She associates with [=is friends with] 
some pretty strange people. • They denied associating with 
terrorists. [=they denied being involved with terrorists] [+ 
obj] He was associated [= connected , identified] with a group 
of radicals in the government. ■ I no longer wish to be associ¬ 
ated with people like him. ■ She associates herself with some 
pretty strange people. ^ If you associate yourself with 
something, such as a political movement, you show or say 
that you support and agree with it. ■ He was reluctant to as¬ 
sociate himself with the government’s position. 

2 as-SO*ci-ate /a^oojijat/ noun, pi -ates [count] 


1 : a person who you work with or spend time with ■ busi¬ 
ness associates [=colleagues] • Her associates respected her 
for her hard work. ■ He is a known associate of criminals. 
[=he is known to associate with criminals; people know that 
he works with or spends time with criminals] 

2 : a member of a group or organization who is at a level 
that is below the highest level • She started as an associate at 
the law firm. — sometimes used in the names of companies ■ 
He works for Jones and Associates, a consulting firm in Santa 
Fe. 

3 aS*SO»ci*ate /a’soojijat/ adj, always used before a noun 
: having a rank or position that is below the highest level in a 
group, organization, etc. ■ He’s an associate member of the 
club but he hopes to become a full member soon. ■ She was 
promoted from assistant editor to associate editor and may 
soon be promoted to senior editor, 
associate professor noun, pi ~ -sors [count] : a teach¬ 
er at a U.S. college or university who has a rank above an as¬ 
sistant professor and below a full professor 
associate’s degree noun, pi ~ -grees [count] : a degree 
that is given to a student who has completed two years of 
study at a junior college, college, or university in the U.S. 
as-so-ci-a-tion /a^ousi'eijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : an organized group of people who have the same 
interest, job, etc. ■ an athletic association [=league] ■ a base¬ 
ball players’ association [=union] ■ an association of local 
business leaders — see also parent-teacher associa¬ 
tion, SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION 

2 : a connection or relationship between things or people 
[count] They denied having any association with terrorists. ■ 
They have a long association with the school and have donat¬ 
ed millions of dollars to it. ■ a study examining the associa¬ 
tion [-link] between obesity and heart disease [noncount] 
The book was produced by the publisher in association with 
the museum that sponsored the exhibit. [=the publisher and 
the museum were both involved in making the book] 

3 [count] : a feeling, memory, or thought that is connected to 
a person, place, or thing — usually plural ■ Chicago has 
pleasant associations for me because of the happy times I 
spent there. ■ His former school has only bad/negative asso¬ 
ciations for him. [=he has only unhappy memories of his 
former school] 

Association football noun [noncount] Brit, formal : soc¬ 
cer 

as-so-nance /'sesansns/ noun [noncount] technical : the 
use of words that have the same or very similar vowel sounds 
near one another (as in “summer fun” and “rise high in the 
bright sky”) 

as-sort-ed /a'soated/ adj : including several kinds ■ a box 
of assorted cheeses ■ assorted colors/flavors/sizes/styles ■ She 
hangs around with rock stars, drug addicts, and assorted 
[=various] other oddballs. 

as*SOrt*ment /a'soMmant/ noun, pi -merits [count] : a 
group or collection of different things or people ■ an assort¬ 
ment of vegetables ■ The book has a wonderful assortment of 
characters. ■ You can choose from a wide assortment of op¬ 
tions. 

aSSt. abbr assistant ■ asst, coach ■ Dr. T. K. York, Asst. Profes¬ 
sor 

as«suage /a'sweicfe/ verb -suag*es; -suaged; -suag-ing 

[+ obj] formal : to make (something, such as an unpleasant 
feeling) less painful, severe, etc. ■ The company tried to as¬ 
suage [=soothe, calm, ease] investors’ fears. ■ City officials 
needed to assuage [=lessen, relieve] neighbors’ concerns 
about the new factory. ■ He couldn’t assuage his guilt over 
the divorce. ■ trying to assuage [= alleviate ] his hunger/thirst 
assume /a'su:m/ verb -sumes; -sumed; -sum-ing [+ 
obj] 

1 : to think that something is true or probably true without 
knowing that it is true • I assumed he was coming, so I was 
surprised when he didn’t show up. ■ “Is he coming?” “So I as¬ 
sume ,= “I assume so.” ■ I think we can safely assume that 
he’s coming. = I think it’s safe to assume that he’s coming. ■ 
She assumed from his expression that he was confused. ■ 
Let’s assume [-suppose ] (that) she rejects your invitation. 
What will you do then? = Assuming (that) she rejects your in¬ 
vitation, what will you do? [=what will you do if she rejects 
your invitation?] • We’ll be arriving around noon. That’s as¬ 
suming that our flight is on time. ■ The study assumes that 
the problem develops after birth. [=the study does not con¬ 
sider the possibility that the problem may begin before birth] 

2 a : to begin (a role, duty, etc.) as a job or responsibility ■ 
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She assumed the presidency. = She assumed the position of 
president. ■ assume [-take] office ■ The king assumed the 
throne when he was very young, b : to take or begin to 
have (power, control, etc.) in a job or situation ■ He is ready 
to assume [=take] control of the organization. 

3 : to begin to have (a particular appearance or quality) ■ 
The last game of the season assumes much greater impor¬ 
tance now. [=it becomes much more important now] ■ Their 
financial problems assumed huge proportions. [=grew to be 
very serious] ■ The sky gradually assumed [=took on] an oth¬ 
erworldly glow. • Under certain conditions, the chemical will 
assume the appearance of ice. 

4 a : to make yourself have (an appearance that does not 
show your true feelings) in order to deceive someone ■ She 
immediately assumed a look of innocence. [=she had an ex¬ 
pression on her face that made her look innocent, even 
though she wasn’t] b : to place yourself in (a particular po¬ 
sition or posture) ■ She assumed a sitting position [=she sat 
down] on the floor. 

5 : to accept (a responsibility, debt, etc.) • When they pur¬ 
chased the company they had to assume [=take on] its debts. 
■ assume liability ■ The city assumes greater financial risk 
with that plan. 

assumed adj : not true or real ■ an assumed air of indiffer¬ 
ence ■ He traveled under an assumed name. [=he used a false 
name when he traveled] 

aS*SUmp'tion /a'sAmpJan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : something that is believed to be true or probably 
true but that is not known to be true : something that is as¬ 
sumed ■ I made the assumption that he was coming, so I was 
surprised when he didn’t show up. ■ He will come home to¬ 
morrow. At least, that’s my assumption. ■ Many scientific as¬ 
sumptions about Mars were wrong. ■ We are operating on/un¬ 
der/with the assumption that the loan will be approved. [=we 
are assuming that the loan will be approved; we are behaving 
as though we know that the loan will be approved] • I’m tell¬ 
ing you our arrival time on the assumption that you will 
check to see whether or not our flight is on time before you 
come to the airport. ■ Her plan is based on the underlying as¬ 
sumption that the economy will improve in the near future. 

2 [noncount] : the act of assuming something: such as a 
: the act of beginning a role, duty, etc. ■ her assumption of 
the presidency b : the act of taking or beginning to have 
power, control, etc., in a job or situation ■ the assumption of 
control/authority C : the act of accepting a responsibility, 
debt, etc. ■ the buyer’s assumption of debt 

as-sur-ance /a'Jurans/ noun, pi -anc-es 

1 [noncount] : the state of being sure or certain about some¬ 
thing ■ They lent us the money with the assurance that they 
would be repaid soon. • He has the assurance of continued 
support from his boss. — see also quality assurance 

2 [noncount] : a strong feeling of confidence about yourself 
or about being right ■ He spoke with quiet assurance about 
his future plans. — see also self-assurance 

3 [count] : a strong and definite statement that something 
will happen or that something is true ■ She gave him every 
assurance that she would be there when he returned. — of¬ 
ten plural ■ They sought assurances from the school that 
their children were safe. — see also life assurance 

as»sure /a'Jua/ verb -sures; -sured; -sur-ing [+ obj] 

1 ; to make (something) certain : ENSURE ■ He believed that 
hard work would assure his success. [=that hard work would 
make him sure to succeed] • We must assure that every child 
gets a proper education. = We must assure a proper educa¬ 
tion for every child. ■ Winning the Nobel Prize will assure 
[=.secure, guarantee] her a place in history. To assure 
someone of doing something is to make it certain that some¬ 
one will do something. ■ A victory in this game will assure 
them of finishing the season with a winning record. 

2 : to tell someone in a very strong and definite way that 
something will happen or that something is true • I can as¬ 
sure you that you won’t be disappointed. ■ She assured me 
(that) she was OK when I talked to her on the phone. ■ His 
boss assured him that he had her continued support. = His 
boss assured him of her continued support. = “You have my 
continued support,” his boss assured him. ■ These mistakes 
won’t happen again, / (can) assure you. 

assure yourself : to make yourself sure or certain about 
something • He tried opening the door to assure himself 
that it was locked. ■ They managed to be third in line, as¬ 
suring themselves of good seats for the concert, 
as-sured /a’Ju^d/ adj 


1 : sure or certain to happen ■ Success is by no means as¬ 
sured. [=is definitely not certain] • an assured conclusion ■ 
Winners of the Nobel Prize have an assured place in history. 

2 [more most ~]: very confident: self-assured • an as¬ 
sured voice/manner • His writing has become more assured 
as he has gotten older. 

3 : sure that something is certain or true — used in the 
phrase rest assured ■ You can rest assured [=you can be sure] 
that these mistakes won’t happen again. = Rest assured , these 
mistakes won’t happen again. 

assured of : certain to have or get (something) • They are 
not assured of being paid. [=it is not certain that they will 
be paid] ■ She is assured of (getting/having) a job when she 
gets out of college. 

as-sur-ed»ly /a'Juradli/ adv, formal 

1 : without doubt : certainly, definitely ■ The merger 
will almost assuredly lead to job layoffs. *$• This sense of as¬ 
suredly is commonly used with most , but it is not used with 
more. ■ He most assuredly [=very definitely] will not win. 

2 [more most ~] : in a way that shows that you are confi¬ 
dent ■ She moved/walked assuredly [= confidently] across the 
platform to the microphone. 

as-ter /'aest07 noun, pi -ters [count] : a type of plant that is 
grown in gardens for its colorful flowers 
as-ter-isk /'aest3,nsk/ noun, pi -isks [count] : a symbol * 
that is used in printed text especially to tell someone to read 
a note that can be found at the bottom of a page 

— asterisk verb -isks; -isked; -isk-ing [+ obj] ■ an aster¬ 
isked note 

astern /a'sta-n/ adv 

1 : in, at, or toward the back of a boat or ship : in, at, or to¬ 
ward the stem ■ The island lay astern (of us) [=the island was 
behind us] as we sailed east. 

2 of a boat or ship : in a reverse direction ■ The ship went full 
speed astern. 

aS'ter-Oid /'aest3,roid/ noun, pi -oids [count] : any one of 
thousands of small planets that circle around the sun ■ Most 
asteroids are found between Mars and Jupiter, 
asth-ma /'aezms, Brit 'aesma/ noun [noncount] medical : a 
physical condition that makes it difficult for someone to 
breathe 

asth-mat-ic /aez'maetik, Brit aes'maetik/ adj, medical : relat¬ 
ing to or suffering from asthma ■ asthmatic symptoms ■ an 
asthmatic patient ■ an asthmatic cough 

— asthmatic noun, pi -ics [count] ■ My son is an asthmatic. 
astig-ma-tism /a'stigma.tizam/ noun [noncount] medical 

: a problem with the eye that prevents a person from seeing 
clearly 

— as-tig*mat*ic /.aestig'maetik/ adj [more most ~] ■ astig¬ 
matic eyes 

astir /a'sta 1 / adj, not used before a noun, literary 

1 : in an active state ■ A breeze is astir. [=a breeze is blowing] 

— often + with ■ The air is astir with breezes. 

2 : awake and out of bed ■ Nobody in the house was astir, 
[-awake, up] 

aS'torvish /a'stcumj/ verb -ish-es; -ished; -ish-ing : to 

cause a feeling of great wonder or surprise in (someone) [+ 
obj] The garden astonishes [=amazes] anyone who sees it. ■ 
Despite the hype, there was nothing in the book to astonish 
readers, [no obj] The garden’s beauty never fails to astonish. 
astonished adj [more most ~]: feeling or showing great 
surprise or wonder : amazed, astounded ■ I was aston¬ 
ished by/at all the changes in the town’s appearance. ■ I’m as¬ 
tonished that you could behave so selfishly. ■ They were as¬ 
tonished to see that their car had been stolen. ■ The 
announcement was greeted with astonished laughter, 
as-ton-ish-ing /a'sta.nijirj/ adj [more most ~]: causing 
a feeling of great surprise or wonder : causing astonishment 
: amazing, astounding ■ He showed an astonishing lack 
of concern for others. ■ The truck can hold an astonishing 
amount of stuff. ■ She gave an astonishing performance in 
her first film. 

— as-ton*ish*ing*ly adv ■ an astonishingly beautiful scene ■ 
Astonishingly (enough), the dog swam across the lake. 

as-ton-ish-ment /a'stcunijmant/ noun [noncount] : a feel¬ 
ing of being very surprised : amazement ■ The garden’s 
beauty filled me with astonishment. ■ A crowd watched in as¬ 
tonishment as he jumped from the bridge. • They discovered 
fo their astonishment that their car had been stolen. • Much 
to the astonishment of her friends and family, she left school 
to pursue her acting career. 

as-tound /a'staund/ verb -founds; -tound-ed; -tound- 
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ing [+ obj] : to cause a feeling of great surprise or wonder in 
(someone) : amaze, astonish ■ The magician will astound 
you with his latest tricks. • What astounds me is that they 
never apologized. 

astounded adj [more most ~]: feeling or showing great 
surprise or wonder : amazed, astonished ■ She was as¬ 
tounded by/at the number of people in the room. ■ We were 
astounded to discover a valuable painting in the attic. ■ The 
astounded audience watched in amazement. 
as*tOUnd*ing /a'staundig/ adj [more most ~]: causing a 
feeling of great surprise or wonder : amazing, astonish¬ 
ing ■ Your ignorance is astounding. • He ate an astounding 
amount of food. 

— astoundingly acjj 9 Astoundingly, the school decided not 
to punish him. ■ an astoundingly successful businessman 

as*tra*khan /'aestrakan, Brit ,aestr9'kaen/ noun [noncount] 
: a type of curly black fur that comes from a young sheep; 
also : a cloth that resembles such fur 
as*tral /'aestral/ adj 

1 technical : of or relating to the stars ■ astral navigation 

2 : involving a person’s spirit rather than the body ■ She be¬ 
lieves in astral projection. [=the ability of a person’s spirit to 
travel to distant places] 

astray /a'strei/ adv 

1 : off the right path or route — usually used with go ■ They 
marked the trail so hikers wouldn’t go astray. [=become lost] 
• The rocket went astray after liftoff. ■ The letter went astray. 
[=was lost] 

2 : away from what is right, good, or desirable — usually 
used with go or lead ■ Older students led him astray. [=made 
him behave badly] ■ The writer goes (badly) astray [=stops 
being correct or reasonable] when she blames the current 
government for these problems. • The President was led 
astray [=convinced to make a bad decision] by his advisers. ■ 
Their plans have gone astray. [=have failed] 

astride /a'straid/ prep : with one leg or part on each side of 
(something) ■ She was sitting astride a horse. • The town lies 
astride a narrow river. 

as*trin*gent /a'strincfcant/ adj [more most ~] 

1 medical : causing body tissues (such as skin) to tighten — 
used to describe a liquid or lotion that makes the skin less 
oily or that helps to stop a cut from bleeding ■ astringent lo¬ 
tions 

2 : having a sharp or bitter quality ■ an astringent taste 

3 : very critical in a sharp and often clever way ■ Her speech 
included some astringent [=caustic, biting] comments about 
the other candidate. ■ an astringent critic of modem movies 

— as-trin*gen*cy /a'stnncfeansi/ noun [noncount] ■ the as- 
tringency of her comments — astringent noun, pi -gents 
[count] medical ■ She used an astringent on her face. — as- 
trln-gent-ly adv ■ an astringently ironic writer 

as-trol»0*gy /a'strcr.laffei/ noun [noncount] : the study of 
how the positions of the stars and movements of the planets 
have a supposed influence on events and on the lives and be¬ 
havior of people 

— as-trol*o*ger /a'strcr.laffca 1 / noun , pi -gers [count] ■ She 
consulted an astrologer to see if she would ever get mar¬ 
ried. — as-tro-log-i-cal /laestraMaicfeikal/ adj 9 astrological 
theories/beliefs/signs — as«tro*log>i»cal*ly Aaestra'laicfei- 
kli/ adv 

as-tro-naut /'aestra.na.’t/ noun, pi -nauts [count] : a person 
who travels in a spacecraft into outer space 

as*tro*nom»i-cal /laestra'na.’mikal/ also as-tro-nomdc 

Aaestra'narmik/ adj 

1 : of or relating to astronomy ■ astronomical research 

2 : extremely large ■ The cost of the office building was as¬ 
tronomical. ■ We got an astronomical telephone bill this 
month. 

— as-tro-nom-i-caMy /taestra'ncr.mikli/ adv ■ The cost of 
health care has risen astronomically. ■ an astronomically 
large amount of money 

as«tron»0»my /a'strcunami /noun [noncount] : the scientific 
study of stars, planets, and other objects in outer space 

— as-tron*o*mer /a'strainama/ noun, pi -mers [count] 
as-tro-phys-ics /.aestra'fiziks/ noun [noncount] : the sci¬ 
entific study of the physical and chemical properties and 
structures of stars, planets, and other objects in outer space 

— as-tro-phys-i-cal /.aestra'fizikal/ adj - as*tro-phys*i- 
clst /isestraTizasist/ noun, pi -cists [count] 

AS‘tro«turf /'aestra^atf/ trademark — used for an artificial 
surface that resembles grass 

as-tute /a'stu.’t, Brit a'stju.t/ adj [more most ~]: having or 


showing an ability to notice and understand things clearly 
: mentally sharp or clever • He is an astute observer of the 
current political scene. • Astute readers will notice the error. ■ 
She made some astute [=insigh(ful] observations about the 
movie industry. ■ His analysis of the battle was very astute. 

— as-tute-ly adv • He invested his money astutely, [^shrewd¬ 
ly] — as-tute-ness noun [noncount] • political astuteness 

asun*der /a'sAnd^/ adv, literary : into parts : apart ■ He 
split the log asunder with an ax. — often used with tear ■ The 
government was tom asunder [=deeply divided] by scandal. 

asy*lum /a'sailam/ noun, pi -lums 

1 [noncount] : protection given by a government to someone 
who has left another country in order to escape being 
harmed ■ She asked for political asylum. ■ She was granted 
asylum after it was made clear that she would be killed if she 
returned to her native country. • asylum seekers 

2 [count] old-fashioned : a hospital where people who are 
mentally ill are cared for especially for long periods of time 
: a mental hospital 

asym*met*ri*cal /leisa'mEtnkal/ or asym-met-ric 

/,eis3'metnk/ adj [more most ~] : having two sides or 
halves that are not the same : not symmetrical ■ an asymmet¬ 
rical design 

- asym-met-ri-cal-ly /.eisa'mctnkli/ adv - asym-me*try 

/ei'simatri/ noun, pi -tries [noncount] the asymmetry of 
the design [count] Doctors studied asymmetries in the 
brain. 

asymp-tom*at-ic /leiiSimta'maetik/ adj, medical : having 
or showing no symptoms of disease ■ You should continue to 
take the medication, even when you are asymptomatic. 
[=even when you do not have any pain or other signs that 
you are sick] 

at /'set, at/ prep 

~1 — used to indicate the place where someone or something 
is • We’re staying at a hotel. ■ The kitchen is at the back of the 
house." He was sitting at the table. ■ They left for Cambridge 
early and arrived at [ -in ] Cambridge before noon. * The par¬ 
ty will be at Susan’s house. = The party will be at Susan’s. • 
Ann works at [=in] a library. * We met at a party. ■ They live 
at opposite ends of town. ■ They met at [=on] a street comer 
in a town. ■ “Is your father at home?’’ [=is your father 
home?] “No, he’s working late at the office.” • She met us at 
the door. ■ He was standing at [=next to] the window. ■ There 
were 200 people at the wedding. [=200 people attended the 
wedding] ■ Their older son has graduated, but their younger 
son is still at school. [=is still attending school] ■ Who was at 
the controls when the accident occurred? 

The word at is used in speech in e-mail addresses. ■ “Can I 
e-mail you?” “Sure. Our e-mail address is ‘comments at 
Merriam-Webster dot com.’” In writing, the symbol @ is 
used instead. ■ comments@Merriam-Web ster.com 

2 — used to indicate the person or thing toward which an 
action, motion, or feeling is directed or aimed ■ She pointed 
her gun at the target. ■ He’s angry at his brother. ■ His anger 
is directed at his brother. ■ She shouted (words of) abuse at 
me. • He looked directly at me. ■ They laughed at him. • She 
grabbed at my arm. [=she tried to grab my arm] ■ He poked 
at his food. 

3 — used to indicate something that is being tried or at¬ 
tempted • I made an attempt at persuading him to go. ■ I took 
a shot at doing it myself. [=1 tried to do it myself] 

4 : because of or in reaction to (something) ■ They laughed 
at my joke. • She’s furious at how slowly the investigation is 
proceeding. — used to indicate the cause of an action, feel¬ 
ing, etc. ■ I was greatly surprised at [=by] the result. [=the re¬ 
sult surprised me greatly] ■ He enlisted in the army at his fa¬ 
ther’s urging. [=because his father urged him to] ■ She visited 
the museum at my suggestion. • They came here at our invi¬ 
tation. • You can act at your own discretion. 

5 — used to indicate an activity ■ He’s very serious when he’s 
at work. [=when he’s working] ■ children who are at play 
[=children who are playing] ■ She’s good at (playing) chess. 
[=she plays chess well] ■ I’m bad at cooking. [=I’m a bad 
cook, I do not cook well] • She’s doing very well at her stud¬ 
ies. 

6 — used to indicate a situation or condition ■ I’m not at lib¬ 
erty to discuss that. ■ at rest ■ two nations that are at war ■ 
people who are at risk • He is now at peace. 

7 a — used to indicate position on a scale or in a series ■ The 
temperature is at 90 degrees. ■ He was driving at almost 80 
miles an hour, b — used to indicate a rate ■ They sell at 
[=for] a dollar a dozen. [=each dozen costs one dollar] 
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8 — used to indicate an age or time ■ He plans to retire at 
(age) 65. ■ He called us at (about/exactly) 9 o’clock on July 
24. ■ at dawn/noon/sunset/night ■ I still think of her at cer¬ 
tain moments/times. 'He was president of the company at 
(the time of) his death. 

9 — used to indicate the method by which something is 
done ■ The property was sold at auction. 

10a — used in phrases like at best, at worst, etc., to indicate 
a possible result or condition that is considered best, worst, 
etc. ■ The company will make a small profit at best this year. 
[=it is not possible that the company will earn anything bet¬ 
ter/more than a small profit] ■ We might be 5 or 10 minutes 
late at worst. [=we will not be more than 5 or 10 minutes late] 
• We should arrive by noon at the latest. [=we should not ar¬ 
rive later than noon] b — used in phrases like at its best , at 
its worst, etc., to indicate that something or someone is as 
good, bad, etc., as possible ■ This is baseball at its best. ■ He’s 
often rude, and last night he was at his worst, 
at it: doing some activity ■ I didn’t expect her to have started 
working yet, but she was already (hard) at it when I ar¬ 
rived. [-she was already working (hard) when I arrived] ■ 
My neighbors are always arguing, and they were at it again 
last night. [=they were arguing again last night] ■ Since 
we’re cleaning the kitchen, we should wash the floor while 
we’re at it. [=we should wash the floor when we clean the 
kitchen] ■ “I’m going to the store to buy a newspaper." 
“ While you're at it, could you get some milk?” 
at that see 'that 
where it’s at see 'where 
where (someone) is at see 'where 
at-a-vis*tic /.seta'vistik/ ad), formal : very primitive — used 
to describe feelings or qualities that human beings have had 
from the earliest times ■ She thinks men have an atavistic de¬ 
sire to dominate any group. ■ atavistic urges/instincts 
ate past tense of eat 

ate*lier /,£et|'jei, Brit a'tclijei/ noun, pi -iers [count] : a room 
where an artist works 

athe*ist /'eiGijist/ noun, pi -ists [count] : a person who be¬ 
lieves that God does not exist — compare agnostic 1 

— athe-ism /'ei0i,izam/ noun [noncount] — athe-is-tic 
AeiGi'istik/ adj [more most ~\ ■ atheistic beliefs 

athlete /'ae0 t li:t/ noun, pi -letes [count] : a person who is 
trained in or good at sports, games, or exercises that require 
physical skill and strength ■ Athletes from around the world 
will be competing at the Olympics. » amateur/professional 
athletes • She was quite an athlete as a child, 
athlete’s foot noun [noncount] medical : a condition in 
which the skin between and around the toes cracks and peels 
ath*let*ic /geG'letik/ adj 

1 always used before a noun a : of or relating to athletes • 
the national athletic association ■ They each received an ath¬ 
letic scholarship to the school, b : of or relating to sports, 
games, or exercises ■ Students can get discount tickets for all 
athletic events. 'His athletic career spanned three decades. ■ 
the college’s athletic department/director ■ She has great ath¬ 
letic ability. 

2 always used before a noun : used by athletes : used during 
or for sports, games, or exercises ■ athletic socks/gear/shoes ■ 
the school’s athletic field 

3 [more most ~] a : strong and muscular ■ She’s tall and 
has an athletic build, b : active in sports, games, or exercis¬ 
es ■ He’s very athletic. 

— ath-let-i-caMy /geG'letikli/ adv • She’s tall and athletically 
built. 

ath-let-i-cism /2e0'lEta,sizam/ noun [noncount] \ the ability 
to play sports or do physical activities well ■ He’s much ad¬ 
mired for his athleticism. ■ She has speed and athleticism. 
ath*let*iCS /seO'lEtiks/ noun 

1 [plural] US : sports, games, and exercises that require 
strength and skill : athletic activities -0* Athletics is plural in 
form but is used with both plural and singular verbs. ■ Col¬ 
lege athletics attract students from a variety of backgrounds. 
■ The coach believes high school athletics is in need of re¬ 
form. 

2 [noncount] Brit : track and field 

athletic supporter noun, pi ~ -ers [count] chiefly US 

: JOCKSTRAP 

at—home /at'houm/ adj, always used before a noun, US 

1 : made to be used in the home ■ She uses an at-home blood 
test to monitor her blood levels. ■ at-home exercise equip¬ 
ment 

2 : happening at someone’s home ■ at-home entertainment ■ 


one of the star’s rare at-home interviews 
3 : not employed outside the home ■ an at-home [=(more 
commonly) stay-at-home] mother/father 
-ation noun suffix : the action or process of doing something 
■ visitation • memorization 
atish-OO /a'tiju/ interj, Brit : achoo 
-ative adi suffix 

1 : relating to or connected with something ■ authori tative 

2 : designed to do something ■ preven tative ■ inform ative 

3 : tending to do something ■ talk ative 
Atl . abbr Atlantic 

At-larvtis /atlsentas/ noun [noncount] : an island that ac¬ 
cording to legend sank to the bottom of the Atlantic Ocean 
long ago 

at*las /'setlas/ noun, pi -las>es [count] : a book of maps ■ a 
world atlas ■ a road atlas of the U.S. 

ATM /leijtir'em/ noun, pi ATMs [count] : a machine that peo¬ 
ple use to get money from their bank accounts by using a 
special card — often used before another noun ■ ATM cards/ 
machines ^ A TM is an abbreviation of “automatic teller ma¬ 
chine.” 

at*mo*sphere / , 2etma l sfi3'/ noun, pi -spheres 

1 a [singular] : the whole mass of air that surrounds the 
Earth • Experts have noticed changes in the atmosphere. ■ 
Meteoroids bum up as they pass through Earth’s atmo¬ 
sphere. b [count]: a mass of gases that surround a planet or 
star ■ The planets have different atmospheres. 

2 [count] : the air in a particular place or area — usually sin¬ 
gular ■ The waiting room’s stuffy atmosphere made me feel a 
little sick. ■ the moist atmosphere of the swamp 

3 a [count] : the particular way a place or situation makes 
you feel — usually singular ■ The inn has a romantic atmo¬ 
sphere. — often + of ■ The relaxed atmosphere of the class¬ 
room was a stark contrast to the strict schools I’d gone to be¬ 
fore. ■ The news created an atmosphere of fear/excitement/ 
confusion, b [noncount] : an interesting or pleasing quality 
or effect ■ a country inn with lots of atmosphere ■ The food 
was good but the restaurant has no atmosphere. 

at*mO«Spher*iC /isetma'sfink, Brit ^tma'sfenk/ ad) 

1 always used before a noun : of or relating to the atmo¬ 
sphere of the Earth or another planet • atmospheric gases/ 
conditions/pressure 

2 : creating a pleasant or exciting mood or feeling ■ atmo¬ 
spheric melodies 

atoll /'8e,ta:l/ noun, pi atolls [count]: an island that is made 
of coral and shaped like a ring 
at*om /'getam/ noun, pi -oms [count] 

1 : the smallest particle of a substance that can exist by itself 
or be combined with other atoms to form a molecule ■ car¬ 
bon atoms ■ an atom of hydrogen 

2 : a very small amount of something ■ The flu took every 
atom [=bit] of strength I had. ■ There is not an atom of truth 
to what he said. 

atom-ic /a'ta.mik/ ad) 

1 : of or relating to atoms ■ atomic [=nuclear] physics/parti¬ 
cles 

2 : of, relating to, or using the energy that is produced when 
atoms are split apart ■ atomic [=nuclear] weapons ■ the atom¬ 
ic [-nuclear] age ■ an atomic [=nuclear] reactor 

atomic bomb noun, pi ■— bombs [count] : a bomb that 
produces an extremely powerful explosion when atoms are 
split apart — called also A-bomb, atom bomb 
atomic clock noun, pi ~ clocks [count]: a special kind of 
clock that is extremely exact 

atomic energy noun [noncount]physics : nuclear ener¬ 
gy 

at«om«iz»er /'2et3,maizay noun, pi -ers [count] : a device 
that forces a liquid out of a very small hole so that it be¬ 
comes a fine spray ■ a perfume atomizer 
aton*al /ei'toun]/ adj, music : not written, played, or sung in 
a particular key ■ atonal music/sounds 
atone /a'toun/ verb atones; atoned; atondng [no obj]for- 
mal : to do something good as a way to show that you are 
sorry about doing something bad — usually + for • He says 
that he volunteers at the homeless shelter as a way to atone 
for [=make up for] the sins of his youth. 

— atone-ment /a't h ounmant/ noun [noncount] ■ atonement 
for his sins 

atop /a'taip/ prep, chiefly US, somewhat old-fashioned + liter¬ 
ary : on top of ■ The house sits atop a cliff overlooking the 
ocean. 
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atri'Um /'eitrijam/ noun, pi atria /'eitrija/ also atriums 
[count] 

1 : an open area inside a tall building that has windows to let 
light in from above 

2 technical : one of two sections of the heart that take in 
blood from the veins — compare VENTRICLE 

atrocious /a'troujas/ adi 

1 : very evil or cruel ■ an atrocious period in the nation's his¬ 
tory ■ atrocious crimes. 

2 : very bad ■ atrocious [=terrible, awful] handwriting ■ His 
performance was atrocious. [=horrible] ■ atrocious [= appall¬ 
ing] behavior ■ Isn’t this weather atrocious ? [=awful\ 

— atrocious* Iy adv ■ The team played atrociously [= horri¬ 
bly ] this season. 

atrocity /a'trarsati/ noun, pi -ties : a very cruel or terrible 
act or action [count] the atrocities of war ■ Atrocities were 
committed by forces on both sides of the conflict, [non¬ 
count] Who could be capable of such atrocity 7 
1 at*ro*phy /'aetrofi/ noun [noncount] medical : gradual loss of 
muscle or flesh usually because of disease or lack of use ■ 
The doctor is concerned about possible atrophy of the shoul¬ 
der muscles. — often used figuratively ■ emotional/intellec¬ 
tual atrophy [=loss of emotional/intellectual strength] 
2 atrophy verb -phies; -phied; -phy-ing [no obi] medical 
: to become weak from lack of use : to suffer from atrophy ■ 
Her muscles atrophied during her illness. ■ After her surgery, 
she received therapy to keep the muscles from atrophying. 
att. abbr 1 attached 2 attention 3 attorney 
at«tach /a'taetf/ verb -tach*es; -tached; -tach*ing 

1 a [+ obj] : to fasten or join one thing to another ■ I've at¬ 
tached an application to the brochure for you. ■ She attached 
a note to the package. ■ I attached the file to the e-mail. — of¬ 
ten used as (be) attached ■ A hook is attached to the back of 
the picture frame. — often used figuratively ■ The man at¬ 
tached the blame to the two boys. [=said the two boys should 
be blamed] ■ The lawyer attached [=added] new conditions to 
the contract. ■ The shy child attached herself to her mother 
[=stayed close to her mother] during the whole party, b [no 
obj] : to be or become joined or connected ■ The handle at¬ 
taches here on the top. — opposite detach 

2 [+ obj] a : to associate or connect one thing with another 

— + to ■ It’s obvious in the way he dresses that he attaches 
great importance to appearance. [=he thinks appearance is 
very important] ■ People attach different meanings to the 
poem. [=people understand the meaning of the poem in dif¬ 
ferent ways] — often used as (be) attached ■ Magical powers 
were once thought to be attached to the stone. [=the stone 
was once thought to have magical powers] ■ Little credibility 
was attached to his story. [=people did not think that his sto¬ 
ry was very credible] b : to associate or connect (yourself) 
with someone or something — + to • He attached himself to 
an older, wealthy woman. ■ She attached herself to the cause. 

— often used as (be) attached - His doctor is attached to the 
clinic. [=his doctor is associated with the clinic] 

at*ta*che /laeta'Jei, Brit a^aejei f noun, pi -ch£s [count] : a 
person who works at an embassy as an expert on a particular 
subject ■ a cultural/military attache 
attache case noun, pi ~ cases [count] : a small, thin suit¬ 
case that is used especially for carrying papers and docu¬ 
ments 

attached /a'taetft/ adj 

1 : connected or joined to something ■ Please fill out the at¬ 
tached application. ■ Please see the document attached. ■ The 
house has an attached garage. 

2 [more most ~] : emotionally connected : having strong 
feelings of affection ■ She’s quite attached to her cousin. 
[=she likes her cousin very much] ■ We both became very at¬ 
tached to the cat. 

at*tach*ment /a'taetfmant/ noun, pi -ments 

1 [count] : an extra part that can be used with a machine to 
make it do a particular job ■ The vacuum cleaner attach¬ 
ments help clean in tight spaces. ■ I need a longer attachment 
for the drill. 

2 : strong feelings of affection or loyalty for someone or 
something [count] — usually singular ■ the baby’s attach¬ 
ment to his mother ■ They all have a deep attachment to the 
old house, [noncount] People need emotional attachment. 

3 [count] : a document or file that is sent with e-mail ■ I’ll 
send the document as an attachment to my next e-mail. 

4 a [count] : a part that is used to connect or attach some¬ 
thing ■ The attachments that connect the rack to the car are 
rusted and should be replaced, b [noncount] : the act of 


connecting or attaching something ■ There are two brackets 
for attachment of the shelf. 

on attachment Brit: working for a limited time in a partic¬ 
ular place — usually + to m She’s on attachment to Australia 
for a month. 

1 at*tack /a'tsek/ verb -tacks; -tacked; -tackdng 

1 : to act violently against (someone or something) : to try 
to hurt, injure, or destroy (something or someone) [+ obj] 
He attacked the guard with a knife. ■ Troops attacked the for¬ 
tress at dawn. — often used as (be) attacked ■ He was at¬ 
tacked by a dog. ■ He was attacked from behind by two men. 
[no obj] Suddenly, the dog attacked. • The troops attacked at 
dawn. 

2 [+ obj] : to criticize (someone or something) in a very harsh 
and severe way ■ The study has been attacked as unscientific. 
[=people have criticized the study by saying that it is unsci¬ 
entific] ■ People are attacking the mayor for breaking cam¬ 
paign promises. ■ The professor has been widely attacked for 
her position on the issue. 

3 [+ obj] a : to begin to work on or deal with (something, 
such as a problem) in a determined and eager way ■ We ea¬ 
gerly attacked the problem. [=we eagerly tried to solve the 
problem] b : to begin to eat (food) eagerly ■ Did you see the 
way the kids attacked that pizza? 

4 [+ obj]: to begin to harm, injure, or destroy (something) ■ 
The virus attacks the body’s immune system. ■ A number of 
trees have been attacked by the disease. ■ Insects have at¬ 
tacked the crops. 

5 sports : to try to score points or goals by moving forward 
in a very forceful way [no obj] The team attacked from the 
outset, so it was no surprise that they won. [+ obj] The of¬ 
fense attacked the weak defensive line. 

— at-tack-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ She was able to identify 
her attacker , and he was later brought to trial. ■ The de¬ 
fense trapped the attacker and got the ball back. 

2 attack noun, pi -tacks 

1 a [count] : a violent, harmful, or destructive act against 
someone or something ■ dog/shark attacks = attacks by dogs/ 
sharks ■ One of the patients was the victim of a knife attack. 
[=an attack made using a knife] — often + on ■ There have 
been a number of attacks on women on the campus, b 
: harmful or destructive action against something by a dis¬ 
ease, insect, chemical, etc. [noncount] The immune system 
is the body’s defense against attack by germs, [count] The 
spray protects plants from attacks by many common pests. 

2 : an attempt by a military force to defeat an enemy : a mil¬ 
itary offensive [count] an air/ground attack = an attack 
made from the air/ground ■ The surprise attack came at 
dawn, [noncount] There is a threat of nuclear attack. 

3 [count]: strong or severe criticism ■ There have been many 
attacks against the professor for her position on the issue. ■ a 
verbal attack ■ The newspaper editorial is an attack on 
policy-makers. 

4 [count] : a sudden short period of suffering from an illness 
or of being affected by a strong emotion ■ an asthma attack ■ 
a panic/anxiety attack — often + of* an attack of the flu ■ an 
attack of food poisoning ■ an attack of nerves/melancholy — 
sometimes used figuratively ■ an attack of the giggles ■ He 
had an unexpected attack of goodness and helped us out. 

— see also heart ATrACK 

5 [count] : an attempt to destroy or end something — often 
+ on ■ City leaders have called for an attack on poverty. ■ Lo¬ 
cal schools are mounting an attack on racism. 

6 : a method of dealing with something (such as a problem) 
[count] Each problem calls for a different attack, [noncount] 
The current approach isn’t working. I think we need a new 
plan of attack. [=a new idea of how to do what we are trying 
to do] 

7 sports a [count] : an attempt by a player or group of play¬ 
ers to score points, goals, or runs — usually singular ■ They 
had a sustained attack but could not score. ■ The players car¬ 
ried the attack deep into the opponent’s side of the field. ■ 
They won the game in the last two innings with an 8-hit at¬ 
tack. [=they won the game by getting eight hits in the last two 
innings] b Brit : the players on a team who try to score 
: offense [singular] The team’s attack has been weakened 
by injury, [noncount] He will play in attack [=((75’) on of¬ 
fense] 

on the attack: making an attack ■ The soldiers were on the 
attack. [=were attacking the enemy] ■ The team was on the 
attack [=was aggressively trying to score] for most of the 
first half. ■ The team went on the attack [=began to attack] 
and quickly scored a goal. ■ The candidate went on the at- 
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tack and accused his opponent of lying. ■ Opponents of the 
project went on the attack and defeated the land sale. 
under attack : being affected or hurt by an attack : being 
attacked ■ The troops were under attack [=were being at¬ 
tacked by the enemy] throughout the day. ■ The troops 
suddenly came under attack. [=began to be attacked] ■ The 
new policy has come under attack [=has been strongly crit¬ 
icized] by environmentalists. 

3 attack adi, always used before a noun : designed for or used 
in a military attack ■ an attack helicopter/submarine ■ The 
bombers were in attack formation, 
attack dog noun, pi ~ dogs [count] 

1 : a dog that has been trained to attack people 

2 : a person who is known for making very harsh and per¬ 
sonal criticisms of other people ■ The charges against the 
candidate were made by one of the governor’s attack dogs. 

at-tain /a'tein/ verb -tains; -tained; -tain-ing [+ obj] some¬ 
what formal 

1 : to accomplish or achieve (something): to succeed in get¬ 
ting or doing (something) ■ a quest to attain enlightenment • 
She refused to let the injury keep her from attaining her goal 
of being in the Olympics. 

2 : to grow or increase to (a particular amount, size, etc.) 
: reach ■ This kind of tree can attain a height of 20 feet 
within just a few years. ■ The car can attain a top speed of 
200 mph. 

— at-tain-abie /a'temabal/ adj [more most —] ■ Be sure 
that the goals you set are attainable. [= achievable ] 

at-tain-ment /a'temmant/ noun, pi -ments formal 

1 [noncount] : the state or condition of having gotten or 
done something difficult : the act of attaining something 
: achievement ■ She values educational attainment above 
all else. — often + of ■ She is working toward the attainment 
of her goals. ■ the attainment of enlightenment 

2 [count] : something that has been gotten, done, or achieved 
through effort : achievement ■ Her scientific attainments 
have made her quite well-known in the field of biology. 

1 aMerm>t /a'tempt/ verb -tempts; -tempt*ed; -tempting 
[+ obj] : to try to do (something) : to try to accomplish or 
complete (something)- They’ve attempted a climb up Mount 
Everest once before. ■ She attempted suicide early in their 
marriage. — often followed by to + verb - Do not attempt to 
repair the equipment without the proper tools. ■ The book 
attempts to prove that they were not guilty. 

— attempted adj ■ an attempted robbery/murder/suicide 

synonyms attempt, try, endeavor, and strive mean 
to make an effort to do or accomplish something, at¬ 
tempt is a basic word that sometimes stresses the begin¬ 
ning of this kind of effort. ■ He will attempt to photograph 
the rare bird, try is very close to attempt but often 
stresses effort that is made to test or prove something. • 
The team is trying to determine which fuel is less efficient 
overall, endeavor is a more formal word that usually 
suggests a serious and continuing effort. ■ As a teacher, he 
endeavors to inspire a love of learning in his students. 
strive suggests effort made over a long period of time in 
order to accomplish something difficult. • Despite set¬ 
backs, we must continue to strive for peace. 

2 attempt noun, pi -tempts [count] 

1 : an act of trying to do something ■ In an attempt [=effort] 
to raise money, the school will begin charging admission to 
school concerts. ■ She failed her driving test on the first at¬ 
tempt but she succeeded on her second attempt. ■ We both 
made an attempt [=tried] to be friendly despite recent argu¬ 
ments. ■ He made no attempt to apologize. [=he did not try to 
apologize] ■ It was a successful attempt at climbing Mount 
Everest. = It was a successful attempt on Mount Everest. 
Attempt often suggests that the effort made was unsuccess¬ 
ful. ■ a suicide attempt ■ an assassination attempt 

2 : something that results from trying to do something ■ Her 
attempt at a home-cooked meal consisted of frozen fish 
sticks and a can of soup. 

an attempt on someone’s life : an act of trying to kill 
someone : a usually unsuccessful effort to kill someone ■ 
Police report that there has been an attempt on the actor's 
life. ■ Someone made an attempt on her life. [=someone 
tried to kill her] 

at-tend /a'tend/ verb -tends; -tend-ed; -tend-ing 

1 a : to go to and be present at (an event, meeting, etc.) [+ 
obj ] My husband and I will both attend the banquet. ■ How 
many people attended the baseball game? ■ He won’t be at¬ 


tending the conference, [no obj] How many people will be 
attending ? ■ One hundred people attended, b [+ obj] : to reg¬ 
ularly go to (classes, church services, etc.) • She attends a 
school in the city. ■ He’ll be attending the university in the 
fall. ■ I am the first child in my family to attend college. ■ We 
attend the same church. 

2 [+ obj] a : to help or care for (someone, such as a patient) 

■ Each nurse attends 15 patients, b : to assist with (a birth) ■ 
A midwife attended the birth. — see also attending 

3 [+ obj] formal: to go with or be with (someone) as a helper 
or adviser - ministers who attend the king ■ She’s attended by 
several assistants. 

attend to [phrasal verb] attend to (someone or something) 
1 : to deal with (something) ■ Please excuse me. I must at¬ 
tend to some business. = Please excuse me. I’ve got some 
business I must attend to. 2 : to give needed help or atten¬ 
tion to (someone or something) ■ Volunteers attend to the 
park for the summer. ■ The hotel staff attended to my every 
need. ■ Please make sure that the guests are attended to. 
at-ten-dance /a'tendans/ noun, pi -danc-es 

1 : the number of people present at an event, meeting, etc. 
[noncount] The team wants to double attendance at its games 
this season. • Attendance is down so far this season, [count] 
Museum attendances in the city have been increasing in re¬ 
cent years. 

2 [noncount] a : the act of being present at a place ■ Atten¬ 
dance (at all classes) is mandatory, b : a record of how of¬ 
ten a person goes to classes, meetings, etc. ■ Her grades are 
good, but how’s her attendance! ■ a student who has perfect 
attendance [-a student who has been present at every class] ■ 
The teacher takes attendance [=makes a record of who is 
present] every day. 

In attendance 1 : present at an event, meeting, etc. ■ Ev- 
eiyone in attendance voted in favor of the measure. ■ A 
number of celebrities were in attendance . 2 : caring for 

or helping someone who is giving birth or getting medi¬ 
cal treatment ■ Who was in attendance at the birth? ■ mid¬ 
wives/doctors in attendance 
1 at-ten-dant /a'tendant/ noun, pi -dants [count] 

1 : an assistant or servant ■ a bride and her attendants 
[=bridesmaids] • the royal family’s attendants 

2 : an employee who serves or helps customers ■ gas station 
attendants ■ She let the parking attendant park her car. 
— see also FLIGHT ATTENDANT 

Attendant adi, formal : coming with or following as a result 

■ The town is trying to deal with the population boom and 
the attendant increase in traffic. — often + on or upon ■ the 
problems attendant on/upon the introduction of new tech¬ 
nology 

at-tend-ee /a.ten'di:/ noun, pi -ees [count] : a person who 
is present at an event, meeting, etc., or at a particular place ■ 
There were 300 attendees at the conference, 
at-tend-er /a'tcnda 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] chiefly Brit : at¬ 
tendee • They are frequent/regular attenders at the church, 
at-tend-ing /a'tendir)/ adi, always used before a noun, chief¬ 
ly US : serving as a doctor on the staff of a hospital who reg¬ 
ularly visits and treats patients and is in charge of other staff 
members ■ an attending physician/surgeon 
at-ten-tion /a'tenjan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : the act or power of carefully thinking about, listening to, 
or watching someone or something [noncount] We focused 
our attention on this particular poem. ■ My attention wasn’t 
really on the game. ■ The game was boring and my attention 
began to wander. [=1 was losing interest in the game and 
started thinking about other things] ■ You need to pay more 
attention in school. ■ Please give me your undlvlded/full/com- 
plete attention. [=please listen carefully and concentrate on 
what I am saying and doing] ■ The movie keeps/holds your 
attention [-interest] right to the very end. — often + to ■ Her 
job requires careful attention to detail. ■ You need to pay 
more attention to the teacher. ■ Don’t pay any attention to 
what the other kids say. [=ignore what the other kids say] ■ 
It’s time to tum/glve our attention to the next project. ■ Pay 
(close/careful) attention to what he says, [count] ( US) Lately 
she’s been focusing her attentions on making sales. This 
sense is sometimes used as an interjection. •Attention, please! 
[=please give me your attention] 

2 [noncount] : notice, interest, or awareness ■ She likes all the 
attention she is getting from the media/press. ■ The actor 
avoids drawing attention to himself. • The book has received/ 
attracted national attention. ■ The trial is getting a lot of pub¬ 
lic attention. • The children were competing for the teacher’s 
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attention. • A cat on a leash is sure to attract attention. ■ Your 
hard work and dedication have not escaped my attention. 
[=1 have noticed your hard work and dedication] ■ The 
book’s title grabbed/caught my attention. [=the title caused 
me to look at the book] • He was trying to divert/distract at¬ 
tention away from his friend’s mistake. [=he was trying to 
keep people from noticing or thinking about his friend’s mis¬ 
take] ■ We tried to attract/get your attention [=we tried to get 
you to see us], but you didn’t hear us calling you. • Thank 
you for bringing the matter to my attention. [=making me 
aware of the matter] ■ It has been brought to my attention 
(=I’ve been made aware] that the meeting has been canceled. 
■ I would like to call/bring your attention to a problem we are 
having. • It came to my attention (=1 noticed] that several 
items were missing from my office. • It has come to my atten¬ 
tion [=1 have been made aware] that some people were of¬ 
fended by my comments. ■ He loves being the center of at¬ 
tention. [=he loves being noticed and watched by many 
people] 

3 [noncount] : special care or treatment ■ Be sure the dog 
gets plenty of attention. ■ The house is in good shape, but the 
porch needs some attention. ■ The victim needed immediate 
medical attention. 

4 attentions [plural] : acts of kindness, care, or courtesy 
: acts that show affection or admiration for someone ■ She 
found his attentions flattering. ■ She has been receiving un¬ 
wanted attentions from a coworker. 

5 [noncount] : the way a soldier stands with the body stiff 
and straight, the feet together, and both arms at the sides — 
often used as a command • Attention! 

at attention 1 or to attention : standing silently with the 
body stiff and straight, the feet together, and both arms at 
the sides ■ (US) The troops stood at attention. = (Brit) The 
troops stood fo attention. — compare at ease at 1 ease 2 
: in a position that shows careful listening or attention ■ 
The dog sat at attention , listening for something in the dis¬ 
tance. 

attention deficit disorder noun [noncount] medical : a 
condition in which someone (such as a child) has problems 
with learning and behavior because of being unable to think 
about or pay attention to things for very long — abbr. ADD 
attention span noun, pi ~ spans [count] : the length of 
time during which someone is able to think about or remain 
interested in something ■ people with short attention spans 
at*ten*tive /a'tcntiv/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : thinking about or watching something carefully: paying 
careful attention to something ■ Attentive [=observant] read¬ 
ers might notice some mistakes in the book. ■ an attentive au¬ 
dience — often + to • He's very attentive to details. 

2 : very concerned about the needs of others ■ The hospital 
is proud of its attentive staff. ■ Our waiter was very attentive. 

— at-ten-tive-ly adv ■ The audience listened/watched atten¬ 
tively. — at«ten*tive*ness noun [ noncount ] • We appreci¬ 
ated the attentiveness of the hospital staff. 

at*ten*u*ate /3'tcnj3,weit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing [+ 
obj] formal : to make (something) weaker or less in amount, 
effect, or force • Earplugs will attenuate the loud sounds of 
the machinery. ■ an attenuated virus 

— at-ten-u-a*tion /a.tcnja'weijan/ noun [noncount] 
at-test /a'tcst/ verb -tests; -test*ed; -testing formal : to 

show, prove, or state that something is true or real [no obj] 

— usually + to ■ I can attest to the truth of his statement. ■ 
The popularity of the treatment attests to its effectiveness. 
[=shows that it is effective] (+ obj] I can attest that what he 
has said is true. ■ The certificate attests the authenticity of the 
painting. ■ He was asked to attest [= authenticate ] the will/sig¬ 
nature. — often used as (be) attested ■ The plant's presence in 
the ancient world is attested by fossils that have been found. ■ 
the first attested written language 

— at*tes*ta*tion Aze.tEs'tei/an/ noun, pi -tions [count] the 
first attestations of written language [noncount] The signa¬ 
ture required attestation. 

at*tic /‘setik/ noun, pi -tics [count] ; a room or space that is 
just below the roof of a building and that is often used to 
store things 

at*tire /a'tajav' noun [noncount] formal : clothing ■ beach/ 
business/golf attire • Proper attire is required at the restau¬ 
rant. 

aMired /a'tgjsd/ adj, formal : dressed in a particular way ■ 
an elegantly attired gentleman ■ Both were attired in the dis¬ 
tinctive uniform. 

at»ti»tude /'£et3,tu:d, Brit '£et3,tju:d/ noun, pi -tudes 


1 [count] : the way you think and feel about someone or 
something ■ He has a positive/negative attitude about the 
changes. — often + to, toward , or towards ■ I don’t under¬ 
stand your attitude to money. • She’s studying how attitudes 
toward death vary from culture to culture. ■ He wants to 
change the hostile attitude they have toward technology. 

2 [count] : a feeling or way of thinking that affects a person’s 
behavior ■ He has an aggressive/rebellious attitude. [=he be¬ 
haves toward other people in an aggressive/rebellious way] ■ 
She’s friendly and has a good attitude. • You need to change 
your bad attitude. ■ There’s been a change/shift in his attitude 
since his accident. ■ She has an attitude problem. [=she is not 
friendly or cooperative] 

3 informal a : a way of thinking and behaving that people 
regard as unfriendly, rude, etc. [count] I don’t know what 
her problem is. She has a real attitude. ■ I suggest you get rid 
of that attitude and shape up. [noncount] He was showing 
some attitude during practice today, so the coach benched 
him. b [noncount] : a strong, confident, or impressive qual¬ 
ity ■ a band/movie with attitude 

4 [count] formal : a particular way of positioning your body ■ 
She bowed her head in an attitude of prayer. 

cop an attitude see 2 cop 

at*ti*tu*di«nal AEeta'tuidanal, Brit .seta'tju.danal/ adj, for¬ 
mal : relating to, based on, or showing a person’s opinions 
and feelings ■ attitudinal changes/judgments 

attn. abbr attention 

aMor*ney /a'teni/ noun, pi -neys [count] chiefly US : law¬ 
yer — see also district attorney, power of attor¬ 
ney, STATE ATTORNEY 

attorney at law noun, pi attorneys at law [count] chiefly 
US, formal : lawyer — used chiefly as a title ■ John Smith, 
Attorney at Law 

attorney general noun, pi attorneys general or attor¬ 
ney generals [count] : the chief lawyer of a country or 
state who represents the government in legal matters 
aMract /a'trcekt/ verb -tracts; -tract-ed; -tract-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to cause (someone) to choose to do or be involved in 
something ■ The company has a difficult time attracting good 
employees because of its poor pay and benefits. ■ The chance 
to travel around the world attracted me to a career as a flight 
attendant, b : to cause (someone) to like or be interested in 
something — usually used as (be) attracted ■ He is attracted 
to hockey because of the constant action of the game. ■ I was 
attracted by the town’s vibrant art community. 

2 : to cause (someone or something) to go to or move to or 
toward a place ■ The museum attracts visitors from all over 
the world. ■ The smell of freshly baked cookies attracted the 
children (to the kitchen). ■ The scent will attract certain in¬ 
sects. ■ Certain insects are attracted by the scent. 

3 : to cause sexual or romantic feeling in (someone or some¬ 
thing) ■ Short men attract her. ■ Her bright blue eyes attracted 
me. ■ The bird’s colorful feathers are used to attract a mate. 
— often used as (be) attracted ■ She is attracted to short men. 
■ I was attracted by her bright blue eyes. ■ I felt very attracted 
to her. — see also opposites attract at 3 OPPOSlTE 

4 : to cause (a particular reaction) : to get or create (atten¬ 
tion, notice, interest, etc.) ■ The trial is attracting a lot of at¬ 
tention. ■ Her comment attracted criticism. ■ The bird uses its 
call to attract the attention of a mate. 

5 physics : to pull (something) to or toward something else ■ 
A magnet attracts iron. 

aMrac-tion /a'treekjan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] a : something interesting or enjoyable that people 
want to visit, see, or do ■ The waterfall continues to be the 
main attraction at the park. ■ The town’s big attraction for 
movie lovers is the annual film festival. ■ Buses take visitors 
to all the city’s best tourist attractions. [=things tourists usu¬ 
ally like to see or do] A coming attraction is a movie, 
show, or other interesting thing that is going to happen or be 
available soon. ■ Before the movie began, we saw previews of 
coming attractions, b : a performer who people want to see 
• She is the star attraction of the show. 

2 [singular] : a feeling that makes someone romantically or 
sexually interested in another person ■ There’s a strong sexu¬ 
al attraction between them. ■ His attraction to her grew over 
the course of their time together. 

3 : a feature or quality that makes someone or something in¬ 
teresting or enjoyable [noncount] A good relationship is 
based on more than just physical attraction, [count] I under¬ 
stand the attraction of skydiving, but I could never do it. ■ 
What are the attractions of owning your own business? 
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4 physics : a force that pulls something to or toward some¬ 
thing else \ noncount ] magnetic/gravitational attraction 
[count] attractions among particles — opposite repulsion 
at»trac»tive /s'trcektiv/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : having a pleasing appearance ■ an attractive flower ar¬ 
rangement ■ He has an attractive [=charming] smile.; especial¬ 
ly : having a pleasing appearance that causes romantic or 
sexual feelings in someone : good-looking ■ An attractive 
woman greeted us at the door. ■ I’ve never really found him 
attractive. [=1 have never been attracted to him] 

2 : having a feature or quality that people like ■ It is a very 
attractive [=appealing\ offer/proposition, but I can’t accept it 
at this time. ■ The camera has many attractive features at a 
very attractive price. — often + to ■ His ideas are attractive to 
many people. [=many people like his ideas] 

— at-trac-tive-ly adv ■ The flowers are attractively arranged. 
■ an attractively priced camera — at»trac-tive-ness noun 
[noncount] • sexual/physical attractiveness 

at*trib*Ut*able /s'tnbjutabal/ adj, not used before a noun 
: caused by a particular thing — + to • His health problems 
are attributable to a poor diet and lack of exercise, 
’at-trib-ute /3'tn,bju:t/ verb -utes; -ut-ed; -ut-ing 

attribute to [phrasal verb] attribute (something) to (someone 
or something) 1 : to say that (something) is because of 
(someone or something) ■ He attributes his success to his 
coach. l=he credits his success to his coach] ■ His doctor at¬ 
tributes his health problems to a poor diet and a lack of ex¬ 
ercise. 2 : to think of (something) as being a quality of 
(someone or something) ■ The study suggests that it is a 
mistake to attribute adult reasoning to children. ■ Is it right 
to attribute complex emotions to animals? ■ She attributed 
some importance to the research. 3 : to think of (some¬ 
thing) as being made or created by (someone) ■ The poem 
is usually attributed to Shakespeare, but some scholars 
doubt that he wrote it. 

— at-tri-bu-tion /,£etr3'bju:j3n/ noun, pi -tions [noncount] 
The attribution of the poem to Shakespeare is questioned 
by some scholars, [count] The identified causes were later 
found to be mistaken attributions. 

2 at*tri*bllte /'£etr3,bju:t/ noun, pi -butes [count] : a usually 
good quality or feature that someone or something has ■ The 
interviewer asked me what I consider to be my best attribute. 

■ Both candidates possess the attributes we want in a leader. 
aMrib-U*tive /s'tnbjstiv/ adj, grammar : joined directly to 

a noun in order to describe it ■ “Red" in “red hair" is an at¬ 
tributive adjective. ■ In “airplane pilot” the noun “airplane” is 
attributive. — compare 3 predicate 

— at-trib-u-tive-ly adv • The noun “city” in “city streets” is 
used attributively. 

at»tri*tion /s'tnjan/ noun [noncount] formal 

1 chiefly US : a reduction in the number of employees or 
participants that occurs when people leave because they re¬ 
sign, retire, etc., and are not replaced ■ The staff has been 
thinned through attrition. [=the staff has become smaller be¬ 
cause people have left] ■ Attrition is high among social work¬ 
ers because of the difficult work and poor pay. ■ a growing 
attrition rate = a growing rate of attrition — called also (Brit) 
natural wastage 

2 : the act or process of weakening and gradually defeating 
an enemy through constant attacks and continued pressure 
over a long period of time — used especially in the phrase 
war of attrition • They can only gain victory by fighting a long 
war of attrition. 

aMune /a'tuin, Brit a'tjuin/ verb -tunes; -tuned; -tun-ing 

[+ obj] : to cause (a person, company, etc.) to have a better 
understanding of what is needed or wanted by a particular 
person or group — usually + to ■ It is important to attune the 
company to the needs of its customers. — often used as (be) 
attuned ■ The company is attuned to the needs of its custom¬ 
ers. ■ He is more attuned to the political climate of the region, 
atty. abbr attorney 
atty. gen. abbr attorney general 

ATv /,ei,ti:'vi:/ noun, pi ATVs [count] : all-terrain vehi¬ 
cle 

atwit-ter /s'twita 1 / adj, not used before a noun : nervously ex¬ 
cited ■ It was a book that set the publishing world all atwitter. 
[=caused excitement in the publishing world] 
atypical /ei'tipikal/ adj : not typical : not usual or normal 

■ an atypical case ■ This book is atypical of her previous 
work. [=is not like her previous work] 

— atyp-i-cal-ly /ei'tipikli/ adv • We had an atypically [= un¬ 
usually ’] leisurely lunch that afternoon. 


au*ber«gine /'ouba^iin/ noun, pi -gines [count] Brit 
: eggplant 

au*bum /'aiban/ adj • reddish brown ■ auburn hair 

au COU*rant /,ooku'ra:nt/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : knowing about the newest information, trends, etc. • I try 
to stay au courant with the latest developments in the indus¬ 
try. 

2 : stylish or current ■ au courant fashions 

1 auC*tion /'aikjsn/ noun, pi -tions : a public sale at which 
things are sold to the people who offer to pay the most 
[count] She bought the desk at an auction. ■ He made several 
bids at the auction, [noncount] The house is being sold at 
auction. = The house is up for auction. ■ She works as an auc¬ 
tioneer at an auction house. I=a business that runs auctions] 
on the auction block see 1 block 

2 auction verb -tions; -tioned; -tiorving [+ obj] : to sell 
(something) at an auction ■ They auctioned a similar desk 
last year. ■ The house was auctioned last week. — often + off 
■ The house was auctioned off\as\ week. 

ailC*tion*eer /^kja'nia 1 / noun, pi -eers [count] : a person 
who runs an auction ■ The auctioneer started the bidding at 
$ 100 . 

au*da*CiOLIS /a'deijas/ adj [more most ~] : very confi¬ 
dent and daring : very bold and surprising or shocking ■ 
They have audacious plans for the new school. ■ This is her 
most audacious film so far. ■ She made an audacious decision 
to quit her job. ■ shockingly audacious behavior 

— au-da-cious-ly adv ■ He audaciously disregarded all of 
their concerns. — au*da*cious*ness noun [noncount] ■ 
the audaciousness [=(more commonly) audacity] of their 
plans 

au-daoi'ty /a'dsesati/ noun [noncount] : a confident and 
daring quality that is often seen as shocking or rude : an au¬ 
dacious quality ■ I could not believe their audacity. ■ He had 
the audacity to suggest that it was all my fault. 

au-di-ble /'cudabal/ adj [more most ~] : heard or able to 
be heard ■ Her voice was barely audible over the noise. ■ He 
let out an audible sigh. ■ a clearly audible sound — opposite 
inaudible 

— au-di-bil-i-ty Aards'bitati/ noun [noncount] — au«di-bly 
/'ccdabli/ adv • He sighed audibly. 

au»di*ence /'cudijans/ noun, pi -enc-es [count] 

1 : a group of people who gather together to listen to some¬ 
thing (such as a concert) or watch something (such as a mov¬ 
ie or play) : the people who attend a performance ■ The con¬ 
cert attracted a large audience. ■ The audience clapped and 
cheered. ■ an audience member = a member of the audience 

2 : the people who watch, read, or listen to something ■ The 
film is intended for a young audience. l=is intended for 
young viewers] ■ Her books have reached an audience of mil¬ 
lions. [=have been read by millions of people] ■ Her audience 
is made up mostly of young women. 

3 : a formal meeting with an important person — usually 
singular ■ They were granted an audience with the Pope. 

1 au*diO /'a:di,ou/ adj, always used before a noun : of or relat¬ 
ing to the sound that is heard on a recording or broadcast ■ 
The school has new audio equipment. [=equipment used for 
recording sound or listening to recorded sound] ■ The audio 
portion of the broadcast was fine but the picture was poor. ■ 
They listened to an audio recording of the speech. 

2 audiO noun [noncount] : the sound that is heard on a record¬ 
ing or broadcast ■ The picture was clear but the audio was 
very poor. 

audio- combining form : relating to hearing or sound ■ au¬ 
diovisual 

audio book noun, pi ~~ books [count] : a recording of a 
book or magazine being read ■ I listen to audio books when I 
drive to work. 

au*dio*tape /'a:dijou,teip/ noun, pi -tapes : tape on which 
sound is recorded [noncount] The program was recorded on 
audiotape, [count] a collection of audiotapes — compare 
VIDEOTAPE 

au*diO*vi*SU*al /^idijou'visswal/ adj : of, relating to, or 
using both sound and sight ■ The school will buy new audio¬ 
visual equipment. ■ audiovisual (teaching) aids — abbr. A V 

1 au-dit /'didst/ noun, pi -dits 

1 : a complete and careful examination of the financial 
records of a business or person [count] The audit showed 
that the company had mislead investors. ■ The Internal Rev¬ 
enue Service selected us for an audit, [noncount] You will 
need all your records if you are selected for audit by the IRS. 

2 [count] : a careful check or review of something ■ Our local 
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power company will perform an energy audit [=survey, in¬ 
spection] of our house. ■ Investigators called for an audit 
[-review, analysis] of flight safety standards. 

2 audit verb -dits; -dit*ed; -dit*ing [+ obj] 

1 : to check the financial records of (a business or person) 
: to perform an audit on (a business or person) • They audit 
the company books every year. ■ The Internal Revenue Ser¬ 
vice audited him twice in 10 years. 

2 US : to attend a course at a college or university without 
having to do any of the course work and without receiving 
credit ■ I audited an English literature class last semester. 

1 au-di-tion /a'dijan/ noun, pi -tlons [count ]: a short perfor¬ 
mance to show the talents of someone (such as an actor or a 
musician) who is being considered for a role in a play, a posi¬ 
tion in an orchestra, etc. — often + for • Auditions will be 
held next week for the spring musical. ■ He went to an audi¬ 
tion for a new TV show. • She had an audition for the starring 
role but wound up with a bit part. 

2 audition verb -tions; -tioned; -tion-ing 

1 [no obj] of a performer : to try out for a role in a play or 
film, a position in an orchestra, etc. : to perform in an audi¬ 
tion • When he came in to audition , he was very charming. 

— usually +for ■ She auditioned for the starring role. 

2 [+ obj] : to test (someone) in an audition • They auditioned 
several girls for the role. * We will audition dancers today. 

au-di-tor /'aidata 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] : a person who 
checks the financial records of a company or person to 
make sure they are accurate : a person who audits accounts 
au*di*tO-ri-um /.aida'torijam/ noun, pi -to-ri«ums also 
-to*ria /-'torija/ [count] 

1 US : a large room or building where people gather to 
watch a performance, hear a speech, etc. 

2 : the part of a building (such as a theater) where an audi¬ 
ence sits 

au-di*tO*ry /'aida.tori, Brit 'aidatri/ adj, technical : relating 
to hearing or the ears ■ The patient has damage to the audito¬ 
ry nerve. 

au fait /,ou'fei/ adj, not used before a noun, chiefly Brit : com¬ 
pletely familiar with or informed about something — usual¬ 
ly + with • I’m not au fait with all the latest technology. ■ 
They’re completely aufait with the situation. 

Aug, abbr August 

au-ger /*a:g^/ noun, pi -gers [count] : a sharp tool that is 
used chiefly for making holes 

aught /'a:t/ pronoun, literary + old-jashioned : anything • 
For aught I know [-for all I know], he could have left an hour 
ago. [=1 don’t know when he left) 
aug*ment /ag'ment/ verb -merits; -ment*ed; -merit.ing 
[+ obj] formal 

1 : to increase the size or amount of (something) ■ The mon¬ 
ey augmented his fortune. • Heavy rains augmented the water 
supply. — often used as (be) augmented • The impact of the 
report was augmented by its timing. ■ The army was aug¬ 
mented by additional troops. 

2 US : to add something to (something) in order to improve 
or complete it ■ Job training will augment [supplement] the 
class work. 

— aug*men*ta«tion /jaigman'teijan/ noun [noncount] 

au gra-tin /ou'graitrj/ adj : covered with bread crumbs or 
cheese and then baked until brown • They served potatoes 
au gratin with the fish. ■ au gratin potatoes 
au-gur /'aiga-/ verb -gurs; -gured; -gur-ing formal : to 
show or suggest something that might happen in the future 
[no obj] The change augurs [=bodes] ill/badly for the success 
of the business. [=the change suggests that the business will 
not succeed] • The decision doesn’t augur well. [+ obj] This 
bad news could augur [=bode] disaster for all of us. 
au*gust /a’gASt /adj [more most ~] formal : having a for¬ 

mal and impressive quality ■ We visited their august mansion 
and expansive grounds. ■ The family claims an august lin¬ 
eage. 

Au-gust /'a:gast/ noun, pi -gusts : the eighth month of the 
year [noncount] We are taking our vacation in August. ■ in 
(early/middle/mid-/late) August • early/late in August ■ We 
arrived on August the fourth. = (US) We arrived on August 
fourth. = We arrived on the fourth of August, [count] The 
last two Augusts have been very dry. — abbr. Aug. 
auk /'a:k/ noun, pi auks [count] : a black-and-white seabird 
of northern oceans 

auld lang syne /,ould,l£eij'zain/ noun [singular] : the good 
old times ■ They drank a toast to auld lang syne. Auld lang 


syne comes from the name of a Scottish song that is tradi¬ 
tionally sung at midnight on New Year’s Eve. 
au na-tu-rel Aoi^njeta'rel/ adj : in a natural state : without 
anything added ■ She wears makeup for special occasions, 
but otherwise prefers an au naturel look. • Some of the sun- 
bathers were au naturel. [-nude] 
aunt /'sent, 'cunt/ noun, pi aunts [count] : the sister of your 
father or mother or the wife of your uncle • He has three 
aunts and two uncles. • This is my Aunt Mary, 
aunt'ie /'jenti, 'a:nti/ noun, pi -ies [count] informal : AUNT • 
The children were happy to see their Auntie Mary, 
au pair /'ou'pea 1 / noun, pi ~ pairs [count] : a young person 
(usually a young woman) from a foreign country who lives 
with a family and helps to care for children and do house¬ 
work in return for the opportunity to learn the family’s lan¬ 
guage 

au*ra /'ora/ noun, pi-r as [count ]: a special quality or feeling 
that seems to come from a person, place, or thing — usually 
+ of • His presence brought an aura of dignity to the proceed¬ 
ings. ■ The garden has an aura [=atmosphere] of mystery and 
romance. 

au*ral /'oral/ adj : relating to the ear or sense of hearing ■ vi¬ 
sual and aural sensations 

— au*raMy adv 9 The performance was both visually and au¬ 
rally appealing. 

au re-VOir /.ora'vwaa 1 / interj : goodbye ■ Au revoir, my 
friends! 

au*ro*ra aus-tradis /a'roraa'streilas/ noun [singular] 
: SOUTHERN LIGHTS 

au*ro*ra bO-re*al*iS /a'roraibori'selas, Brit a'rara^ari- 
'eilas/ noun [singular] : northern lights 
AuS. abbr Austria, Austrian 
aus*pic-es /'cuspasaz/ noun 
under the auspices of formal : with the help and support 
of (someone or something) ■ The donation was made under 
the auspices of the local historical society. • The research is 
being done under the auspices of the federal government. 
auS-pi-CIOUS /a'spijas/ adj [more —; most ~] formal 
: showing or suggesting that future success is likely ■ It was 
an auspicious [-favorable, promising] time to open a new 
business. ■ His acclaimed first novel was an auspicious debut. 

— opposite inauspicious 

— aus-pi-cious-ly adv - aus-pi«cious-ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

AuS'Sie /'arsi, Brit 'ozi/ noun, pi -sies [count] informal : a 
person who lives in or is from Australia : AUSTRALIAN 

— Aussie adj 

aus-tere /a'sti;*/ adj [more most —] 

1 : simple or plain : not fancy ■ They choose austere furnish¬ 
ings for the office. ■ He was known for his austere style of 
writing. 

2 of a person : having a serious and unfriendly quality • Her 
father was an austere [=stem, unapproachable] figure. 

3 ; having few pleasures : simple and harsh ■ They lived an 
austere life in the country. 

— aus*tere-ly adv ■ an austerely furnished office 
aus*ter*i-ty /a'sterati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] ; a simple and plain quality : an austere quality 
■ the austerity of the design ■ The austerity of their lifestyle 
was surprising. 

2 [noncount] : a situation in which there is not much money 
and it is spent only on things that are necessary ■ They lived 
through years of austerity after the war. — often used before 
another noun ■ The government has announced a series of 
austerity measures. [=things done to save money during dif¬ 
ficult economic times] ■ an austerity program 

3 austerities [plural] : things that are done to live in a sim¬ 
ple and plain way • the austerities practiced by monks 

Aus-tra*lian /a'streiljan/ noun, pi -Mans [count] : a person 
bom, raised, or living in Australia 

— Australian adj 9 an Australian writer ■ Australian history/ 
English 

Austrian /'aistrijan/ noun, pi -ans [count] : a person bom, 
raised, or living in Austria 

— Austrian adj 9 an Austrian custom 9 Austrian history 
audhendic /a'Gentik/ adj 

1 : real or genuine : not copied or false ■ We saw authentic 
examples of ancient Roman sculpture. ■ The document is au¬ 
thentic. ■ Experts have confirmed that the signature on the 
letter is authentic. 

2 : true and accurate ■ The witness provided an authentic 
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record/report/account of what actually took place. 

3 [more most ~] : made to be or look just like an original 

■ The actors were dressed in authentic medieval costumes. 
[=costumes that looked just like real medieval clothes] ■ She 
prepared a very authentic Mexican meal. ■ The building is an 
authentic reproduction of a colonial farmhouse. 

— au-then-ti-cal-ly /a'Gentikli/ adv • authentically prepared 
Mexican food — au-then*tic-i-ty /,a:,0cn'tis3ti/ noun 
[noncount\ ■ We checked the authenticity of the signature. 

au-then*ti-cate /a'Genti.keit/ verb -cates; -cat-ed; -eat¬ 
ing [+ obj\ : to prove that something is real, true, or genuine 
: to prove that something is authentic ■ Experts authenticat¬ 
ed the painting. ■ The signature has been authenticated. 

— au-then-ti-ca-tlon /a.Genti'keiJan/ noun [noncount} • au¬ 
thentication of the documents 

1 au»thor / l a:0a i / noun, pi -thors [count] 

1 : a person who has written something ■ The author of the 
article didn’t check his facts.; especially : a person who has 
written a book or who writes many books ■ I enjoyed the 
book, but I can’t remember the name of the/its author. • a 
best-selling author [= writer ] 

2 : a person who starts or creates something (such as a plan 
or idea) ■ She is the author of a plan for reforming the school 
system. 

2 author verb -thors; -thored; -thor-ing [+ obj\ : to be the 

author of (something, such as a book) ■ He has authored 
[=written] several best-selling novels. ■ She authored [ =wrote ] 
several articles for the magazine, 
ail’thor-ess /'aiGaras/ noun, pi -ess*es [count] somewhat 
old-fashioned : a woman who is an author • a famous author¬ 
ess 

au-thOM-tar-i-an /ajGora'terijan/ adj [more most ~] 
: expecting or requiring people to obey rules or laws : not al¬ 
lowing personal freedom * They had authoritarian parents. ■ 
an authoritarian govemment/regime 

— authoritarian noun, pi -ans [count] ■ His father was an 
authoritarian. — au-thOM-tar-i-an-ism A^Gora'terija^i- 
zsm/ noun [noncount] ■ Students protested against the gov¬ 
ernment’s authoritarianism. 

au-thor-i-ta-tive /3'0or3,teitiv/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : having or showing impressive knowledge about a subject 

■ He is an authoritative [= reliable, accurate ] source for infor¬ 
mation about Islamic art. ■ The book is an authoritative guide 
to the city’s restaurants. 

2 : having the confident quality of someone who is respected 
or obeyed by other people "His manner is polite but author¬ 
itative. ■ She addressed the group with an authoritative voice. 

— au-thor-i-ta-tive-ly adv ■ She spoke authoritatively [-with 
authority] about the history of the building. 

au*thor»i»ty /a'Gorati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : the power to give orders or make decisions 
: the power or right to direct or control someone or some¬ 
thing ■ Only department managers have the authority [-right, 
power] to change the schedule. ■ Does he have the authority 
to do this? = (US) Does he have authority to do this? ■ This 
office has authority over personnel matters. [=this office has 
the power to make decisions about personnel matters] ■ You 
don’t have authority over me. [=you don’t have the power to 
give me orders] ■ The boss is not popular but his authority is 
unquestioned. ■ "Who gave him the authority to do this?” 
“He didn’t do it on his own authority [=he didn’t do it on his 
own]; he was acting under the authority of the company pres¬ 
ident.” (=the company president gave him the power to do it] 

■ No one in authority objected to the plan. = No one in a po¬ 
sition of authority objected to the plan. [=no one with official 
power to make important decisions objected to the plan] ■ a 
figure of authority = an authority figure [=a person who has 
authority over other people] synonyms see 1 power 

2 [noncount] a : the confident quality of someone who 
knows a lot about something or who is respected or obeyed 
by other people ■ She has an air of authority. ■ She spoke with 
authority [ authoritatively ] about the history of the building, 
b : a quality that makes something seem true or real ■ His 
sincerity added much more authority [= credibility ] to the sto¬ 
ry. ■ Her southern accent lent authority to her performance. ■ 
His opinions lacked authority. 

3 authorities [plural] : people who have power to make de¬ 
cisions and enforce rules and laws ■ We reported the incident 
to hospital authorities. ■ Local authorities are investigating 
the accident. — often used with the ■ He complained to the 
authorities [=the police] about the disturbance. 

4 [count] : a person who is an expert on a subject — usually 


+ on ■ He is an authority on local history. [=he knows a lot 
about local history] 

5 [count] : a government organization that has control of a 
specified activity or area ■ She is the director of the city’s 
housing authority. 

have it on good/excellent authority If you have it on 
good/excellent authority that something is true, you have 
been told that it is true by someone you trust and believe. ■ 
I have it on good authority that she is writing a novel, 
au-tho-rize also Brit authorise /'a:03,raiz/ verb -riz«es; 
-rized; -riz-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to give power or permission to (someone or something) ■ 
Only authorized personnel [=people who have been given 
special permission] can enter this area. — usually followed 
by to + verb • I authorized him to use my name. ■ She was au¬ 
thorized [= empowered] to act for her husband. 

2 : to give legal or official approval to or for (something) ■ 
The city council authorized the sale of the land. ■ Who autho¬ 
rized the transfer of the funds? ■ an authorized biography 

— au-tho-ri-za-tion also Brit au*tho*ri*sa*tion 
/(CiiGara'zeiJan/ noun, pi -tions [noncount] Authorization 
[: ^permission ] is required to enter the building after hours. 
[count] I can’t approve the request without a written autho¬ 
rization. 

au-thor-ship /'aiGavfip/wourt [noncount] 

1 : the identity of the person who has written something - 
The novel is of unknown authorship. [=the author/writer of 
the novel is unknown] 

2 : the job or profession of writing ■ His first attempt at au¬ 
thorship failed. 

au*tism /'a^tizam/ noun [noncount] medical : a condition or 
disorder that begins in childhood and that causes problems 
in forming relationships and in communicating with other 
people 

— au-tis-tic /a'tistik/ adj ■ an autistic child — autistic noun, 
pi -tics [count] ■ Their child is an autistic. 

au*tO /'a:too/ noun, pi -tos [count] chiefly US : automobile 
■ a rusty auto — usually used before another noun ■ an auto 
accident/dealer/mechanic/show ■ auto parts/makers 
autO- combining form 

1 : self : same one ■ autobiography 

2 : automatic : acting by itself ■ autopilot 
au-tO*bi-og-ra-phy Aartaabai'cLgrafi/ noun, pi -phies 

[count] : a biography written by the person it is about ■ I read 
her autobiography last year. 

-au*to-bi-og-ra-pher /,a:t3 l bai , a:grafa'/ noun, pi -phers 
[count] — au-to-bio-graph-i-cal/.cLta.bajs'gnefikal/ also 
au-to-bio-graph-ic /,a:t3,baj3'gr£efik/ adj [more most 
~] ■ a very autobiographical novel [=a novel that is closely 
based on the life of the person who wrote it] 
au-toc-ra-cy /a'tarkrasi/ noun, pi -cies 

1 [noncount] : a form of government in which a country is 
ruled by a person or group with total power 

2 [count] : a country that is ruled by a person or group with 
total power 

au*tO*crat / l a:t3,kr2et/ noun, pi -crats [count] : a person 
who rules with total power 

— au-to-crat-ic Aaita'kraetik/ adj [more most ~] • The 
country is run by an autocratic govemment/ruler. ■ The 
company’s employees disliked the new chairman’s auto¬ 
cratic style. 

1 au*tO*graph /'cuta.grsef, Brit ‘oitSigraT/ noun, pi -graphs 
[count] : the signature of a famous person ■ We asked her for 
her autograph. ■ He collects autographs. ■ There were several 
autograph seekers/hounds outside the theater. ■ I asked her 
to sign my autograph book. [=a book with blank pages for 
people to sign] 

2 autograph verb -graphs; -graphed; -graph-ing [+ obj\ 
of a famous person : to write your signature in or on (some¬ 
thing) ■ We asked her to autograph [=sigw] her photograph/ 
book. 

— autographed adj ■ She gave him an autographed copy of 
the new novel. ■ an autographed photo 

au*tO-mak-er / l a:too,meik &/ noun.pl -mak*ers [count] US 
: a company that makes and sells cars : an automobile man¬ 
ufacturer ■ new models being offered by American automak¬ 
ers [=carmakers] 

automata plural of automaton 

au-to-mate / , a:t3,meit/ verb -mates; -mat-ed; -mating 

: to run or operate (something, such as a factory or system) 
by using machines, computers, etc., instead of people to do 
the work [+ obj] The company recently automated its filing 
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process. ■ a factory that has yet to be automated [no obj\ a 
factory that has yet to automate ■ When companies auto¬ 
mate, employees lose jobs. 

— automated adj ■ an automated office system ■ a fully/ 
highly automated factory ■ automated equipment/machin¬ 
ery — au-to-ma-tion Acuta'meijan/ noun [noncount] • the 
automation of the factory 

automated teller noun, pi ~~ -ers [count] us : atm 

automated teller machine noun, pi ~ -chines [count] 
US : ATM 

1 au»tO«mat»ic Aaiti^maetik/ adj 

A of a machine or device : having controls that allow some¬ 
thing to work or happen without being directly controlled 
by a person ■ an automatic door [=a door that opens without 
being pushed] * an automatic coffeemaker [=a coffeemaker 
that can be programmed to start and shut off by itself] • I 
can’t drive her car because it has a manual transmission in¬ 
stead of an automatic transmission. [=a system that changes 
gears at different speeds without direct control by the driver! 

2 of a gun : shooting many bullets very quickly when the 
trigger is pulled ■ an automatic machine gun ■ an automatic 
rifle/weapon — compare semiautomatic 

3 [more most ~] : happening or done without deliberate 
thought or effort ■ Without thinking, he gave an automatic 
reply. ■ She always has an automatic smile for everyone. 

4 : always happening because of a rule, law, previous agree¬ 
ment, etc. ■ He had to pay a fine and serve an automatic 
3-game suspension. 

— au-to-mat-i-cal-ly Aaita'injetikli/ adv • The garage doors 
open automatically. ■ The fee will be automatically added 
to the bill. ■ Each individual winner automatically qualifies 
for the grand prize, which will be drawn at the end of the 
month. ■ She has her pay check automatically deposited. 

Automatic noun, pi -ics [count] 

1 : a gun that shoots many bullets very quickly : an auto¬ 
matic weapon 

2 : a vehicle that changes gears by itself at different speeds 
: a car with automatic transmission • Will your next car be a 
manual or an automatic ? 

automatic pilot noun, pi ~~ -lots [count, noncount] : au¬ 
topilot 

automatic teller noun, pi ~ -ers [count] US : ATM 

automatic teller machine noun, pi ~ -chines [count] 

US: ATM 

au-tom-a-ton /a'tcumatan/ noun, pi au*tom«a«tons or 
aU’tom*a*ta /-ata/ [count] 

1 : a machine that can move by itself; especially : robot 

2 : a person who acts in a mechanical or machinelike way ■ 
an unfeeling automaton 

au«tQ»mo»bile /.crtamou'bi:!/ noun, pi -biles [count] US : a 
vehicle used for carrying passengers on streets and roads 
: CAR ■ He drives an expensive automobile. — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ She was in an automobile accident. • au¬ 
tomobile insurance ■ an automobile manufacturer 
aU'tO-mo-tive /idita'moutiv/ adj, always used before a noun 
: of, relating to, or concerned with cars and other vehicles ■ 
the automotive industry ■ The store stocks automotive parts, 
au-ton-o-mous /a'ta.’namas/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : existing or acting separately from other things or people 
: independent ■ autonomous [=distinct, unrelated] histori¬ 
cal events ■ an autonomous [-separate ] women’s studies pro¬ 
gram ■ Many disabled children become autonomous [=self- 
sufficient] adults. 

2 : having the power or right to govern itself ■ an autono¬ 
mous region/republic/territory 

— au-ton*o*mous«ly adv ■ elderly people who live autono¬ 
mously ■ a region that operates autonomously 

aU"t0n»0-my /cPtainami/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the state of existing or acting separately from others : in¬ 
dependence ■ a teacher who encourages individual auton¬ 
omy 

2 : the power or right of a country, group, etc., to govern it¬ 
self ■ The territory has been granted autonomy. 

au-tO-pMot /'a:tou,pailat/ noun, pi -lots : a device that 
steers a ship, aircraft, or spacecraft in place of a person 
[count] an airplane equipped with an autopilot [noncount] 
The plane was flying on autopilot. ^ The phrase on autopilot 
is often used figuratively to describe a person who is doing 
something in a mechanical way without really thinking 
about it. ■ She performed her chores on autopilot. • He did his 
job as though he were on autopilot. — called also automatic 
pilot 


aU'top'Sy / l a:,ta:psi/ noun, pi -sies [count] : an examina¬ 
tion of a dead body to find out the cause of death • The cor¬ 
oner performed an autopsy on the murder victim’s body. 

— autopsy verb -sies; -sied; -sy-ing [+ obj] US • The body 
has not yet been autopsied. 

au»tumn /'cutam/ noun, pi -tumns 

1 T the - season between summer and winter [count] in the 
autumn of last year ■ a magnificent New England autumn • 
She went off to college in the autumn of 1999. [ noncount ] 
When autumn came he planted grass. ■ in early/late autumn 

— often used before another noun ■ autumn colors/foliage/ 
leaves/trees ■ the autumn harvest ■ an early autumn chill in 
the air — called also (US) fall 

2 [count] : the later part of someone’s life or of something’s 
existence ■ These songs were written in the autumn of his 
life. [=in his old age] 

au*tum-nal /a't-vmnal/ adj [more most ~] : relating to, 
resembling, or associated with autumn ■ autumnal colors/fo¬ 
liage/leaves/trees ■ an autumnal harvest moon 
^UX-il-ia-ry /ag'ziljari/ adj : available to provide extra help, 
power, etc., when it is needed ■ a sailboat with an auxiliary 
engine ■ auxiliary fuel tanks ■ an auxiliary police force 
Auxiliary noun, pi -ries [count] 

1 : a group that provides help or assistance • She joined the 
women’s auxiliary, [-a group of women who do work for a 
church, hospital, etc.] 

2 : auxiliary verb • a verbal auxiliary 

auxiliary verb noun, pi ~ verbs [count] grammar : a verb 
(such as have, be, may, do, shall, will, can , or must ) that is 
used with another verb to show the verb’s tense, to form a 
question, etc. — called also helping verb 
AV abbr audiovisual 

1 avail /a'veil/ verb avails; availed; avail-ing literary : to be 

useful or helpful to (someone or something) [+ obj] Our best 
efforts availed [-gained] us nothing. • This knowledge availed 
her little. [=it was not very helpful or useful to her] [no obj] 
Our best efforts did not avail. 

avail yourself of formal : to make use of (something) ■ They 
availed themselves o/his services. [=they used his services] 

2 a vail noun [noncount] : help toward reaching a goal • What I 

learned then is of little avail to me now. [=is not very helpful 
to me now] ■ Our best efforts were of no avail. [=were not 
helpful] • They tried to discuss the issue calmly, but to no 
avail. [=they were unable to discuss the issue calmly] 
available /a'veilabal/ adj [more most ~] 

T : easy or possible to get or use ■ The family kept emergen¬ 
cy supplies available. ■ The dress is also available in larger 
sizes. ■ The articles are available at any drugstore. • Fresh 
fruit is available during/through the summer. ■ The drug is 
readily/widely/easily available in Europe. ■ The report will 
soon be made available to the public. ■ I missed the plane, 
and the next available flight doesn’t leave until tomorrow. 

2 a ; present or ready for use • All available resources were 
used. ■ She spent every available dollar on her hobby. ■ Park¬ 
ing is available for people staying at the hotel. ■ Tickets are 
available from the box office at the theater, b : present and 
able or willing to talk to someone ■ She was not available for 
comment, according to the newspaper. ■ The woman who 
answered the phone said, “I’m sorry, but Mr. Adams is not 
available right now. May I take a message?” 

3 a : not being used or occupied by someone or something 
else ■ Toys covered every available space in the room. ■ the 
last available seat b : free to do something ■ We interviewed 
many available candidates for the job. 'I’m available to give 
speeches. ■ We should go out for lunch. Are you available 
next Tuesday? C : not involved in a romantic relationship. ■ 
He wanted to ask her on a date, but wasn’t sure if she was 
available. [=single] ■ a great way to meet available men/wom¬ 
en/singles 

— avail-abil-i-ty /a,veila'bilati/ noun [noncount] ■ The 
drug’s lack of availability presents a serious problem for 
them. ■ She’s the perfect candidate for the job, but I need 
to confirm her availability. [=1 need to make sure she is 
available] ■ The availability of affordable housing attracted 
us to this town. 

av-a*lanche /'sevajasntf/ noun, pi -lanch-es 

1 [count] : a large amount of snow and ice or of dirt and 
rocks that slides suddenly down the side of a mountain ■ He 
was buried/trapped by an avalanche. 

2 [singular] : a sudden great amount of something ■ an ava¬ 
lanche of words • an avalanche of praise/publicity 

avant-garde /,a:,va:nt , gaa , d, Brit jsevDij'gaid/ noun, pi 
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avant-gardes [count] : a group of people who develop 
new and often very surprising ideas in art, literature, etc. ■ a 
literary avant-garde — often used with the • The book dis¬ 
cusses the role of the avant-garde in the film industry. 

— avant-garde adj [more most ~] ■ avant-garde art ■ 
avant-garde artists/composers/writers ■ avant-garde films/ 
theater — avant-gard-ism / l a,vant l ga0<i,iz3m, Brit 
jievoq'gadjizgm/ noun [noncount] ■ theatrical avant- 
gardism — avant—gard-ist / I a:,va:nt l gaa , dist, Brit 
iSVDQ'gauiist/ noun, pi -ists [count] ■ Some avant-gardists 
began experimenting with new film techniques. 

av*a*rice /'ievsrss/ noun [noncount] formal + disapproving 
: a strong desire to have or get money : greed • The corpo¬ 
rate world is plagued by avarice and a thirst for power. ■ He 
was driven by avarice. 

— av-a-ri-cious /^vs'njss/ adj [more most H ■ a spite¬ 
ful and avaricious [-greedy] person 

av*a*tar /'£ev3,taay noun, pi -tars [count] 

1 Hinduism : the human or animal form of a Hindu god on 
earth ■ an avatar of Vishnu 

2 formal : someone who represents a type of person, an idea, 
or a quality ■ She has come to be regarded as an avatar of 
charity and concern for the poor. 

3 computers : a small picture that represents a computer 
user in a game, on the Internet, etc. ■ She chose a penguin as 
her personal avatar in the chat room. 

ave. abbr avenue 

avenge /s'ventfe/ verb aveng-es; avenged; aveng-ing [+ 

obj] : to harm or punish someone who has harmed you or 
someone or something that you care about ■ The brothers 
vowed to avenge the death of their father. ■ They vowed to 
avenge their father by capturing and punishing his killer. ■ 
The team is out to avenge last week’s defeat. [=to defeat the 
team that they were defeated by last week] ■ She vowed to 
avenge herself [-Xo get revenge], saying she would make him 
pay for what he had done to her. 

— aveng-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ the avengers of those who 
had been killed — avenging adj ■ saw herself as an aveng¬ 
ing angel 

ay«e*nue /'sevs^u:, Brit '£ev3,nju:/ noun, pi -nues [count] 

1 a : a wide street ■ We drove down the avenue. — often 
used in names ■ Sixth Avenue in Manhattan ■ She grew up on 
Ledge lawn Avenue, b chiefly Brit : a path or driveway that 
leads to a house located off a main road ■ a magnificent tree- 
lined avenue 

2 : a way of achieving something or of reaching a goal ■ We 
plan to pursue all available avenues to get our message to the 
public. • They have closed off that avenue of discussion. ■ a 
new avenue of research 

aver /s'v^/ verb avers; averred; averting [+ obj] formal 
: to say (something) in a very strong and definite way ■ He 
averred that he was innocent. • “I am innocent,” he averred. 
1 av«er»aqe /'zevncfe/ noun, pi -ag-es 

1 : a number that is calculated by adding quantities together 
and then dividing the total by the number of quantities 
[count] The average of 16, 8, and 6 is 10. ■ Take all these tem¬ 
peratures and find their average. • An average of 2,000 people 
attended the show each night, [noncount] Prices have in¬ 
creased on average about eight percent. ■ On average, wom¬ 
en live longer than men. • (US) He saves on the average 
about five percent of his income. — see also grade point 
average, the law of averages at law 

2 : a level that is typical of a group, class, or series : a middle 
point between extremes [noncount] His work has been bet¬ 
ter/worse than average. = His work has been above/below av¬ 
erage. [count] His work has been above the average. 

3 [count] baseball : batung average 

2 ayerage adj 

1 : calculated by adding quantities together and then divid¬ 
ing by the number of quantities ■ Take all these temperatures 
and find their average temperature. • The investment had a 
higher average return. ■ The average age of the company’s 
employees is 36. 

2 : ordinary or usual ■ The average woman lives longer than 
the average man. ■ Do you know what the average person 
earns? ■ an average day ■ the average American family/home 
buyer — often used informally with your • He’s just your av¬ 
erage guy. [=he is a typical or ordinary guy] ■ It wasn’t your 
average snow storm. [=it was worse than an ordinary snow¬ 
storm] ■ He’s not your average salesman. [=he is unusual] 

3 a : not unusually large or small ■ Sales were about average 
for the industry on the whole, b : not unusually good or 


bad ■ Average grades are not good enough to get you into 
graduate school. ■ She was an average student. ■ She thought 
the performance was just average. 

3 average verb -ages; -aged; -ag.ing [+ obj\ 

1 : to have (a specified number) as an average ■ The children 
in that class average four feet in height. [=the average height 
of the children is 4 feet] ■ Her daily commute averages 40 
minutes. [=the average length of her daily commute is 40 
minutes] ■ We average six calls a day. [=we get six calls a day 
on average] 

2 : to calculate the average of (something) ■ The teacher av¬ 
eraged the students’ grades. ■ What figure do you get when 
you average the amount of rainfall for the last three months? 
average out [phrasal verb] 1 : to produce a result that is 

even and balanced when looked at over a period of time ■ 
The irregularities averaged out over the course of the 
study. ■ Sometimes you win, and sometimes you lose. It all 
averages out [-evens out ] in the end. 2 average out to 
(something) : to be equal to (a specified average amount) 
over a period of time ■ The gain averaged out to 20 percent. 

averse /a'vw adj 

averse to : having a clear dislike of (something) : strongly 
opposed to (something) ■ He seems to be averse to exercise. 
■ No one is more averse to borrowing money than he is. — 
often used in negative statements ■ She is not averse to tak¬ 
ing chances. [=she is willing to take chances] 
aversion /s'va^an/ noun, pi -sions : a strong feeling of 
not liking something [count] deep aversions — often + to • 
He seems to have an aversion to exercise, [noncount] They 
regarded war with aversion. 

avert verb averts; avert-ed; averting [+ obj] 

1 : to turn (your eyes, gaze, etc.) away or aside ■ She had to 
avert her eyes [=to look away] at the sight of the accident. ■ 
with averted eyes/gaze/glances 

2 : to prevent (something bad) from happening ■ He sped up 
and averted an accident. ■ The diplomatic talks narrowly 
averted a war. ■ an attempt to avert a strike at the plant 

avi-an /'eivijsn/ adj, technical : of or relating to birds ■ avian 
species ■ avian behavior 

avi*ary /'eivi.eri, Brit 'ervisri/ noun, pi -ar-ies [count] : a 
place (such as a large cage or a building) where many birds 
are kept ■ The zoo has a new outdoor aviary. 
avi-a-tion /^ivi'eijsn/ noun [noncount] : the business or 
practice of flying airplanes, helicopters, etc. ■ an expert in 
aviation • commercial/military aviation — often used before 
another noun ■ an aviation expert ■ the aviation industry 
avi*a*tor /'eiv^eita 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] : a person who 
flies an airplanes, helicopters, etc. : PILOT ■ a marine/naval 
aviator 

aviator glasses noun [plural] : eyeglasses with light metal 
frames and large lenses 
av*id /*£ev3d/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : very eager : enthusiastic, keen ■ He is an avid admirer 
of horror movies. ■ They took an avid interest in politics. ■ an 
avid cook/dancer/fan/golfer/reader ■ some of the newspa¬ 
per’s most avid readers 

2 : wanting something very much ■ He was avid for success. 
= He was avid to succeed. 

— avid-i*ty /s'vidsti/ noun, pi -i-ties [noncount] They pur¬ 
sued fame/wealth with avidity, [singular] an avidity for 
fame/wealth — av-id-ly adv ■ They are avidly interested in 
politics. 

av*0*Ca*dO /,a:v3'ka:dou, Brit ^vs'kcudsu/ noun, pi -dos 
also -does [count, noncount] : a fruit with rough dark green 
or purple skin, smooth light green flesh, and a large seed in 
the middle — often used before another noun ■ an avocado 
tree ■ an avocado salad — called also (Brit) avocado pear, see 
color picture on page C5 

av-o-ca-tion /.zevs'keijsn/ noun, pi -tions [count] : an ac¬ 
tivity that you do regularly for enjoyment rather than as a 
job : hobby ■ He breeds dogs as an avocation. ■ My favorite 
avocation is reading. 

— av-o-ca-tion-al /.zevs'keijsnsl/ adj ■ She has an avoca- 
tional interest in sports. 

avoid /s'void/ verb avoids; avoid-ed; avoid-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to stay away from (someone or something) ■ Why do you 
keep avoiding me? ■ She took a detour to avoid the heavy 
traffic. • They successfully avoided each other for days. 

2 : to prevent the occurrence of (something bad, unpleasant, 
etc.) • He tried hard to avoid accidents. ■ We need to avoid 
further delays. ■ avoid embarrassment ■ He was caught trying 
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to avoid arrest. ■ in an effort to avoid confusion 
3 : to keep yourself from doing (something) or participating 
in (something) ■ I’m not going to be late if I can avoid it. ■ 
How can I avoid paying too much tax? • I am trying to avoid 
showing any hint of favoritism. 

— avoid-able /a'voidabal/ adj ■ It was a foolish and easily 
avoidable accident. ■ an avoidable conflict/risk 

avoid-ance /a'voidns/ noun : the act of avoiding something 
[- noncount] a writer known for avoidance of sentimentality 
[count] a complete avoidance of sentimentality 
avow /a'vau/ verb avows; avowed; avow-ing [+ obj] for¬ 
mal : to declare or state (something) in an open and public 
way ■ She avowed her innocence. = She avowed that she was 
innocent, synonyms see assert 
avOW-al /a'vaual/ noun, pi -aIs [count] formal : an open and 
public statement ■ I didn’t believe her avowal of innocence. ■ 
The couple exchanged avowals of love, 
avowed /a'vaud/ adj, always used before a noun : openly de¬ 
clared ■ Their avowed aim/goal is to win the trophy. ■ an 
avowed [=self-proclaimed] liberal/conservative 

— avow-ed-ly /a'vauadli/ adv ■ She is avowedly [=frankfy, 
unabashedly] conservative in her politics. ■ an avowedly 
simple man 

avun*CIJ-lar /a'vAQkjala 1 / adj [more most ~]: like an un¬ 
cle : kind or friendly like an uncle ■ an avuncular shopkeeper 
■ a man known for his avuncular charm 
aw /'a:/ interj, US + Scotland, informal — used to express 
mild disappointment or sympathy ■ Aw (shucks), I was hop¬ 
ing to play tennis today and now it’s raining. ■ Aw, that’s too 
bad. 

await /a'weit /verb awaits; await-ed; await-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to wait for (someone or something) ■ A crowd of people 
awaited the train. ■ We’re eagerly awaiting his arrival/answer. 
• He was arrested and is now in prison awaiting trial. ■ Her 
long-awaited new novel is finally being published. 

2 : to be ready or waiting for (someone or something) ■ A re¬ 
ward awaits you. ■ Numerous requests awaited him. ■ The 
same fate awaits us all. 

1 awake /a'weik/ verb awakes; awoke /a'wouk/; a wo-ken 
/3*woukan/; awak-ing somewhat formal : to stop sleeping 
: to wake up [no obj] She fell asleep immediately but awoke 
an hour later. ■ I awoke several times during the night. ■ He 
awoke with a start. = He awoke suddenly. ■ The baby awoke 
from his nap. [+ obj] The alarm awoke me early. ■ They were 
awoken by a loud bang. 

awake to [phrasal verb] awake to (something) : to become 
aware of (something) ■ We finally awoke to the danger. • 
How long will it take them to awake to their mistake? 
2 awake adj, not used before a noun : not asleep ■ Drinking 
coffee keeps him awake. • I am so tired I can barely stay 
awake. ■ She was ]y\ngawake. tossing and turning. ■ One mo¬ 
ment she was sleeping soundly—the next she was wide 
awake. 

awak-en /a'weikan/ verb -ens; -ened; -en-ing somewhat 
formal \ to stop sleeping : to wake up [no obj] She usually 
awakens several times during the night. [+ obj] A loud noise 
awakened her. — often used as (be) awakened ■ I was awak¬ 
ened by the alarm clock. — often used figuratively ■ Her ar¬ 
rival awakened [= revived] old memories. "His interest was 
awakened, [-aroused] 

awaken to [phrasal verb] awaken to (something) or awaken 
(someone or something) to (something) : to become aware 
of (something) or to make (someone or something) aware 
of (something) ■ They finally awakened to the possibility of 
war. • The book will awaken their minds to the beauty of 
nature. 

— awakening noun, pi -ings [count] ■ The group experi¬ 
enced a cultural/religious/spiritual awakening. • Her arriv¬ 
al brought an awakening of old memories. • He thinks he 
can get by without doing any work, but he is in for a rude 
awakening. [=he will experience an unpleasant surprise; he 
will learn that he is mistaken] 

1 award /a'woa-d/ verb awards; award-ed; award-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 : to give (a reward or prize) to someone or something ■ The 
judges will award a prize to the best speaker. ■ The winner 
was awarded a gold medal. ■ A prize will be awarded to the 
student who sells the most tickets. 

2 : to officially decide that someone should get (something) ■ 
The jury awarded damages to the defendant. ■ The company 
is awarding the contract to the lowest bidder. • He was 
awarded a patent for his invention. 


2 award noun, pi awards [count] : something (such as a prize) 
that is given to someone or something for being excellent or 
for doing something that is admired • Will the film win any 
awards at the festival? ■ She has won numerous awards for 
her books. ■ an awards ceremony [=a ceremony at which 
awards are given out] • an award-winning film/writer = an 
award-winner 

aware /a'we?/ adj [more most ~] 

1 a not used before a noun : knowing that something (such 
as a situation, condition, or problem) exists ■ Are you aware 
how important you are to me? — often + of • She is acutely/ 
keenly aware of the problem. ■ I was not fully aware of the 
danger. ■ He was made aware of the situation. — often + that 
■ He’s not even aware that you are upset. ■ You should be 
aware that the possibility/problem exists, b : feeling, expe¬ 
riencing, or noticing something (such as a sound, sensation, 
or emotion) — often + of ■ Are you aware of any pain? 
[=have you noticed or felt any pain?] ■ I became aware of a 
loud knocking sound. — often + that ■ I was aware that he 
was following me. [=1 had noticed that he was following me] 

2 : knowing and understanding a lot about what is happen¬ 
ing in the world or around you ■ She is one of the most aware 
people I know. ■ Students today are very aware about the en¬ 
vironment. = Students today are very environmentally 
aware. ■ Politically aware people [=people who know a lot 
about politics] will not be fooled by the government’s latest 
pronouncements. 

— aware-ness noun [singular] a heightened awareness 
about the problem ■ They had an acute awareness of what 
was going on. [noncount] I admired her level of political 
awareness. • He is trying to raise public awareness. 

awash /a'wa;// adj, not used before a noun 

1 : flooded with or covered by water or another liquid ■ The 
deck of the boat was almost awash. — usually + with or ( US) 
in ■ a floor awash with/in water — often used figuratively ■ 
streets awash in/with litter [=streets covered with litter] 

2 US : floating in a large amount of water or another liquid 

— + in • The soup consisted of little bits of chicken awash in 
a tasteless broth. — often used figuratively • He was awash in 
a sea of confusion. ■ They were awash in debt. 

1 away /a'wei/ adv 

1 : From this or that place : in or to another place or direc¬ 
tion ■ She hopes to get away early. ■ The family next door 
moved away. ■ We rowed away from the shore. ■ Roll up the 
rug and carry it away. ■ He pulled his arm away from the hot 
stove. ■ You should keep/stay away from the dog. It could be 
dangerous. 

2 : toward another direction ■ She turned her face away. 

3 : in a safe or secure place ■ The will was locked away in the 
safe. ■ She stowed the luggage away in the overhead com¬ 
partment. 

4 : into a state of being completely gone ■ The memory is 
fading away. • He is wasting away from the disease. ■ echoes 
dying away 

5 : from someone’s possession ■ The family gave away a for¬ 
tune to charity. • They took away the one thing I cared 
about. ■ The beautiful scenery took my breath away. 

6 : without stopping or slowing down ■ The clocks are tick¬ 
ing away. ■ The water was bubbling away. 

7 sports : on the field or court of an opponent ■ The team 
played both (at) home and away. [=the team played both 
home games and away games] 

far and away see 1 far 
2 away adi 

1 not used before a noun : not at home or in a usual or ex¬ 
pected place ■ They are away for the weekend. ■ “Where is 
he?" "He’s away at the moment, but he’ll be back soon.’’ ■ 
when I am away from home 

2 not used before a noun — used to describe how distant 
something is in space or time • The family went to a lake 10 
miles away. ■ They came from a continent away. ■ The holi¬ 
day season is two months away. 

3 always used before a noun : played on the field or court of 
an opponent ■ The team played both home games and away 
games. 

1 awe /'a:/ noun [singular] : a strong feeling of fear or respect 
and also wonder ■ It was a sight that filled me with awe and 
reverence. ■ a person who inspires feelings of awe in others ■ 
an awe-inspiring sight — often used after in ■ We watched in 
awe as the building collapsed. ■ They stared in awe at their 
hero. — often used in the phrase in awe of • She is still in awe 
of her teacher. ■ I stand in awe of their courage. 
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2 awe verb awes; awed; aw*ing [+ obj] : to fill (someone) 
with awe ■ Her style both awes and perplexes me. — often 
used as (be) awed ■ He was awed [=awestruck\ by the natural 
beauty of the place. 

— awed adj ■ a moment of awed surprise 
awe-some /'a:s3m/ ad) [more most ~] 

1 : causing feelings of fear and wonder : causing feelings of 
awe ■ the awesome sight of an erupting volcano ■ one of the 
Earth’s more awesome [= awe-inspiring] natural wonders ■ It 
was an awesome responsibility. ■ We had an awesome task 
ahead of us. 

2 informal : extremely good ■ We had an awesome time at 
the concert. ■ She’s an awesome singer. ■ You did an awesome 
job on that project. ■ The movie was totally awesome. 

— awe-some-ly adv ■ an awesomely destructive weapon • an 
awesomely talented singer — awe-some-ness noun [non- 
count ] 

awe-Struck /'aiiStrAk/ adj : filled with feelings of fear and 
wonder : filled with awe ■ Awestruck admiration showed on 
her face. ■ They were awestruck by the sheer size of the 
project. 

1 aw-ful /'aifal/ adj [more —; most ~] 

1 : extremely bad or unpleasant ■ The music was awful. ■ 
They heard the most awful sounds. • Awful things began to 
happen. ■ The weather was awful. ■ He has some awful dis¬ 
ease. ■ That joke is just/pretty/really/truly awful. ■ He’s an 
awful person. ■ That’s an awful thing to say. ■ She has awftd 
manners. ■ Who painted the house that awful color? ■ I don’t 
know what’s wrong with me but I feel awful. [=very sick] ■ I 
feel awful [=very sorry] about what happened. 

2 formal + old-fashioned : causing feelings of fear and won¬ 
der : awesome ■ The mountains have an awful majesty. 

an awful lot informal 1 : a large amount ■ They lost an aw¬ 
ful lot of money. ■ She does an awful lot of talking. 2 
: very much ■ I like him an awful lot. [=1 like him a lot] 

— aw*ful*ness noun [noncount] ■ the sheer awfulness of it 
all ■ the awfdness of the disease 

2 awful adv, chiefly US, informal: very or extremely : awful¬ 
ly ■ He was awful tired. ■ We haven’t heard from him in an 
awful long time. ■ You’ve come an awful long way. 
aw-ful-ly Anfali, 'a:fli/ adv 

1 : very or extremely ■ That’s awfidly nice of you. ■ It turned 
out to be awfidly difficult. ■ The pie tasted awfidly sweet. ■ 
I’m awfully glad to see you. ■ It’s awfully cold out. • You’re 
awfully quiet today. 

2 : in a very bad or unpleasant way ■ He sings awfully. 
awhile /a'wajal/ adv : for a while : for a short time ■ I’m go¬ 
ing to sit and rest awhile. ■ The rumor had been around 
awhile. 

awk-ward /•aikwa-d/ adj [more most ~] 

1 a : not graceful : clumsy ■ She is awkward at dancing. ■ 
He had large feet and his walk was awkward and ungainly. ■ 
an awkward movement ■ The story contained some awkward 
writing, b : lacking skill ■ She is an awkward writer. 

2 : difficult to use or handle ■ The machine is very awkward 
to operate. ■ an awkward tool ■ The box isn’t heavy but it has 
an awkward shape and size. [=its shape and size make it diffi¬ 
cult to carry] 

3 a : not easy to deal with ■ It was an awkward [= embarrass¬ 
ing] moment for everyone. ■ I often find myself in awkward 
situations. ■ He was put in the awkward position of having to 
write the memo. ■ There was an awkward pause in the con¬ 
versation. b : not socially graceful or confident : uneasy or 
uncomfortable ■ I feel awkward (about) having to ask you to 
help. ■ He feels awkward with/around strangers. 

— awk-ward-ly adv ■ The baby was crawling awkwardly on 
her hands and knees. ■ He fell and landed awkwardly. ■ an 
awkwardly written sentence — awk-ward-ness noun, pi 
-ness-es [noncount] A moment of awkwardness oc¬ 
curred after the introduction. ■ the awkwardness of the 
writing [count] There was an awkwardness between us 
when we last saw each other. 

awl /'a:l/ noun, pi awls [count] : a pointed tool that is used 
for marking surfaces or for making small holes in leather, 
wood, etc. 

aw-ning /'a:niij/ noun, pi -nlngs [count] : a piece of cloth 
on a frame that sticks out over a door or window and pro¬ 
vides shelter from sun, rain, snow, etc. 
awoke past tense of 1 awake 
awoken past participle of 'awake 

AWOL /'ei|Wa:l/ adj • absent from the armed forces without 
permission ■ Three soldiers were A WOL. ■ The soldiers went 


AWOL at the first 
chance.; broadly : absent 
or missing ■ The Senator 
has been AWOL for the 
last three votes. ■ My 
keys have gone A WOL. I 
can’t find them any¬ 
where. *v* AWOL comes 
from a phrase used in the 
military: absent without awning 

leave. 

— AWOL noun, pi AWOLs [count] ■ Four AWOLs [=four 
soldiers who have gone AWOL] are still missing from their 
unit. 

awry /a'rai/ adj or adv, not used before a noun 

1 : not working correctly or happening in the expected way 
: wrong ■ Something was dreadfully/terribly awry. — usu¬ 
ally used in the phrase go awry • Their plans went awry. ■ 
Something had gone dreadfully/terribly awry. 

2 : not straight or neat ■ Her hair was all awry. 

1 ax (US) or axe /'aeks/ noun, pi ax*es 

[count] : a tool that has a heavy metal 
blade and a long handle and that is used 
for chopping wood — see also ICE ax, 
pickax 

ax to grind : a hidden and often selfish 
purpose for doing something. ■ He had 
a political ax to grind with his oppo¬ 
nent. ■ She claims that she has no ax to 
grind in criticizing the proposed law. 
escape the ax informal : to avoid being 
ended, eliminated, reduced, etc. ■ The 
school program escaped the ax this 
year. [=the school program was not 
cut/eliminated this year] 
get the ax informal : to lose your job 
: to be fired from your job ■ The em¬ 
ployees with less experience got the ax. [=were fired] 
give (someone) the ax informal : to dismiss (someone) 
from a job : to fire (someone) - His boss gave him the ax. 
take the/an ax to informal: to eliminate (something) or re¬ 
duce (something) severely ■ Congress took an ax to the pro¬ 
gram. [=Congress made severe cuts in the program] 

2 ax or axe verb axes; axed; ax.ing [+ obj] informal 

1 : to cut or remove (something) ■ The television program 
was axed [=dropped] from the new schedule. 

2 : to fire (someone) ■ The boss told him that he had been 
axed. 

ax-i-OITl /'aeksijam/ noun, pi -oms [count] formal : a rule or 
principal that many people accept as true ■ one of the key 
axioms of the theory of evolution 
ax-i-OITI-at-iC Aaeksija'maetik/ adj, formal : obviously true ■ 
It is axiomatic that good athletes have a strong mental atti¬ 
tude. ■ an axiomatic truth/assumption 

— ax-i-om-at-i-cal-ly Aaeksija'maetikli/ adv 
ax-is /'aeksas/ noun, pi ax-es /'aek,si:z/ [count] 

1 : the imaginary straight line that something (such as the 
Earth) turns around ■ the Earth’s axis of rotation ■ the spin of 
the Earth on its axis 

2 : a straight line that divides a shape evenly into two parts 

— called also axis of symmetry 

ax-le /'aeksal/ noun, pi axles [count] : a bar on which a 
wheel or a pair of wheels turns — see picture at car 
1 aye also ay /'ai/ adv 

1 : 'yes 1 — used especially in Scotland and in the language 
of sailors. ■ The sailor said “Aye, aye, sir!” when the captain 
gave him a command. 

2 — used to indicate a spoken yes vote ■ All in favor, say 
“aye.“ 

2 aye also ay /*ai/ noun, pi ayes [count] : a yes vote ■ We have 
six nays and 12 ayes, so the ayes have it. [=the “yes" votes 
win] — compare 2 nay, yea 
AZ abbr Arizona 

aza-lea /a'zeilja/ noun, pi -leas [count] : a type of bush that 
has colorful flowers that bloom in the spring 
AZT /,ei,zi: B ti:, Brit ,ei,zed'ti:/ noun [noncount] medical : a 
drug used to treat AIDS 

azure j'x, 39 / noun, pi azures [count, noncount] : the blue 
color of the sky 

— azure adj ■ the azure lake/sky/waters 
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b or B /*bi:/ noun, pi b’s or bs or B’s or Bs 

1 : the second letter of the English alphabet [count] There 
are two b’s in the word “abbey.” [noncount] All of their chil¬ 
dren's names begin with b. 

2 : a musical note or key referred to by the letter B : the sev¬ 
enth tone of a C-major scale [count] play/sing a B [non¬ 
count] a song in the key of B 

3 [count] : a grade that is given to a student for doing good 
work ■ got a B in math ■ He’s a B student. [=a student who 
gets B’s for his schoolwork] 

4 [noncount] — used to refer to the second of two or more 
people, places, or things that are being considered ■ We 
chose option B over option A. 

from (point) A to (point) B see 'a 
B.A. (US) or BA abbr bachelor of arts ■ He received a B.A. in 
philosophy from Tulane University. ■ She studied Spanish 
and economics and earned a B.A. degree, 
baa /'bse, 'ba:/ noun [singular] : the sound made by a sheep 

- baa verb baas; baaed; baa-ing [no obj] ■ We heard a 
sheep baaing softly in the field. 

1 bab*ble /'baebal/ verb bab-bles; bab-bled; bab-bling [no 

obj] 

1 a : to talk foolishly or too much • Pay no attention to her. 
She’s just babbling. ■ He’ll babble on about sports all night if 
you let him. • a babbling idiot b : to make speech sounds 
that do not make sense to the hearer ■ Her cousins were bab¬ 
bling in an unfamiliar dialect. ■ The baby babbled happily. 

2 : to make the quiet sound of water flowing over rocks ■ a 
babbling brook 

— bab-bler /'bzebate 1 / noun, pi bab-blers [count] 

2 babble noun [noncount] 

1 a : the confusing sound of many people speaking at the 
same time ■ a babble of voices b : talk that is silly or point¬ 
less ■ listening to their constant babble 

2 : a quiet sound made by flowing water ■ the babble of a 
brook 

babe /'beib/ noun, pi babes [count] 

1 : a very young child : baby ■ a newborn babe ■ I've known 
her since she was a babe in arms. [=a baby who is carried in 
the arms of an adult; an infant] 

2 slang a : a sexually attractive person — usually used of 
young women ■ hot babes in bikinis ^ This sense of babe is 
very informal and is sometimes considered offensive, b — 
used as an informal way of addressing a lover, friend, etc.; 
used especially by men to address women and by women to 
address men ■ Hey babe , how’ve you been? This sense of 
babe is very familiar in tone. Using babe to address someone 
you do not know well may cause offense. 

babe in the woods US : a person who is innocent or who 
lacks experience ■ When I began my political career, I was 
a mere babe in the woods. 

ba*bel also Ba-bel /'beibsl/ noun [singular] : a confused 
mixture of sounds or voices — usually + of ■ a babel of lan¬ 
guages ■ a babel of street sounds 
ba-boon /bEe'buin/ noun, pi 
-boons [count] : a large African 
or Asian monkey 

1 ba*by /'beibi/ noun, pi -bies 
[count] 

1 a : a very young child ■ She had 
the baby yesterday. = She gave 
birth to the baby yesterday. ■ Are 
you expecting a baby ? [=are you 
pregnant?] • I hear the baby cry¬ 
ing. ■ The baby is just learning to 
crawl. — often used before anoth¬ 
er noun ■ a baby girl/boy ■ baby 
clothes ■ baby pictures • a baby 
monitor ■ (US) I gave my sister a 
baby shower. [=a party at which 
gifts are given to a woman who is pregnant] ■ She has a real 
baby face. [=a face that resembles the face of a baby; a face 
that looks young and innocent] b : a very young animal ■ a 
bird and its babies — often used before another noun ■ a 
baby bird ■ a baby deer 

2 a : the youngest member of a group ■ My sister is the baby 


of the family. — often used before another noun ■ my baby 
sister b : someone who is young in comparison with others 
• “Only 32? Oh, you’re just a babyV * C : someone who be¬ 
haves like a child; especially : someone who is afraid or who 
complains a lot ■ When it comes to getting shots. I’m a real 
baby. ■ Don’t be such a baby —you’ll get your turn. 

3 slang a : a lover or sweetheart ■ Nothing’s gone right 
since my baby went away. This sense of baby is common 
in song lyrics, b — used as an informal way of addressing a 
lover, friend, etc.; used especially by men to address women 
and by women to address men • I missed you, baby. This 
sense of baby is sometimes used in a very informal way by 
men to address an attractive woman. ■ Hey baby, nice car! 
Using baby to address someone you do not know well may 
cause offense. 

4 : something that someone has created and developed with 
special personal attention or interest • This project is my 
baby. 

hold the baby see 1 hold 

throw out the baby with the bathwater informal : to get 
rid of something you want while trying to get rid of some¬ 
thing you do not want ■ If you ignore her message because 
you don’t like the way she presents it, you will be throwing 
out the baby with the bathwater. 

— ba-by*hood /'beibi.hud/ noun [noncount] ■ We watched 
him grow from babyhood to adulthood. — ba-by-ish 
/'beibiji// adj [more —; most ~] • babyish behavior/toys 

2 baby adj, always used before a noun : very small : much 
smaller than usual • a baby grand piano ■ baby carrots/vege¬ 
tables ■ Take baby steps. 

3 baby verb -bies; -bied; -by-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to treat (someone) like a baby : to be kind or too kind to 
(someone) ■ That boy will never learn to stand up for himself 
if you don’t stop babying him. ■ I babied myself [=pampered 
myself] with a trip to the spa. 

2 : to operate or treat (something) in a very careful and gen¬ 
tle way ■ baby a car ■ It looked like he was babying his in¬ 
jured foot. 

baby blue noun, pi ~ blues 

1 [noncount] : a very light blue color 

2 baby blues [plural] informal : blue eyes ■ She gazed into 
his baby blues. 

3 baby blues [plural] informal : a feeling of sadness that a 
woman has after giving birth to a baby ■ She had a bad case 
of the baby blues. — compare postpartum depression 

— baby blue adj - He was wearing baby blue pajamas, 
baby boom noun, pi ~ booms [count] : a time when there 

is a great increase in the number of babies bom ■ There was a 
baby boom in the U.S. after World War II. 

— baby boomer noun, pi ~ -ers [count] • a television pro¬ 
gram that is popular among baby boomers [=people who 
were bom during the baby boom after World War II] 

baby buggy noun, pi —gies [count] 

1 US : BABY CARRIAGE 

2 Brit: stroller 

baby carriage noun, pi — riag-es [count] US : a vehicle 
in which a baby lies while someone pushes it from place to 
place — called also (US) baby buggy, (Brit) pram 
baby fat noun (noncount) US : the extra fat that a healthy 
baby or young child has ■ Their little boy still has his baby 
fat. — called also (Brit) puppy fat 

ba*by*sit /'beibi,sit/ verb -sits; -sat /-,s£et/; -sitting : to 

take care of a child while the child’s parents are away [+ obj ] 
She babysits their kids on Saturday nights, [no obj] She 
babysits (for my wife and me) on Saturday nights. 

— ba-by-slt*ter noun, pi -ters [count] • Did you pay the 
babysitter ? 

baby talk noun [noncount] : the speech used by very young 
children who aie learning to talk or by adults who are speak¬ 
ing to young children 

baby tooth noun, pi ~ teeth [count] : a tooth from the first 
set of teeth that a child develops — called also milk tooth 
bac*cy /'bceki/ noun [noncount] Brit, informal : tobacco 
bachelor /'bietfala'/ noun, pi -lors [count] 

1 : a man who is not married; especially : a man who has 





101 


bachelorette • back 


never been married ■ an eligible bachelor [=an unmarried 
man who is regarded as a desirable husband] ■ a confirmed 
bachelor [=a man who has been a bachelor for a long time 
and who shows no interest in marrying] ■ his apartment is a 
typical bachelor pad [=a typical apartment of an unmarried 
man] ■ They threw the groom a bachelor party. [=a party for 
a man who is about to be married that is usually attended by 
men only] 

2 : a person who has received a bachelor’s degree ■ a bache¬ 
lor of arts 

— bach*e*lor*hood /'bzetfala^hud/ noun [noncount] 
bach*e*lor*ette /.bsetfala'ret/ noun, pi -ettes [count\ US 
: a woman who is not married ■ They threw the bride a bach¬ 
elorette party. [=a party for a woman who is about to be mar¬ 
ried that is usually attended by women only] 
bachelor’s degree noun, pi ~ -grees [count] : a degree 
that is given to a student by a college or university usually af¬ 
ter four years of study 

ba-cil-lus /ba'sibs/ noun, pi -ci!*li /> l si a lai/ [count] technical 
: a straight rod-shaped bacterium that requires oxygen for 
growth; also : a bacterium that causes disease 
1 back /'bzek/ noun, pi backs [count] 

1 a : the rear part of the body : the part of the body that is 
opposite to the stomach and chest and that goes from the 
neck to the top of the legs ■ She was carrying her little daugh¬ 
ter on her back. ■ He injured his back. = He suffered a back 
injury. ■ She has a pain in the small of her back. • an aching 
back ■ I slapped/patted him on his/the back to congratulate 
him. ■ He broke his back [=spine] in a fall. ■ She stabbed/shot 
him in the back. ■ He was handcuffed with his hands behind 
his back. — see picture at human b : the part of an animal 
that is like a person’s back ■ a bird with a spotted back • 
riding on the back of a horse/donkey /camel — see also 
HORSEBACK 

2 a : the side or surface of something that is opposite the 
front or face : the rear side or surface of something — usual¬ 
ly singular ■ the back of the head ■ the back of a mirror/ 
spoon ■ the back of the hand/leg/foot ■ The book has fallen 
down the back of the couch, b : the side or surface of 
something (such as a piece of paper) that is not usually used 
or seen first — usually singular ■ She wrote something on the 
back of an envelope. ■ He signed his name on the back of the 
check. C : a place, position, or area that is at or near the 
rear of something — usually singular ■ He put the letter in 
the back of the drawer. ■ The kitchen is at/in the back of the 
house and the living room is at/in the front. ■ Since our plane 
was leaving soon we were moved to the front of the line 
while others remained at the back. ■ Please move to the back 
of the elevator to make room for others. 

3 : the part of a chair or seat that supports a person’s back ■ 
a comfortable chair with a padded back 

4 a : the section of a book, magazine, etc., that includes the 
last pages — usually singular ■ There is an index in the back 
of the book, b : the part of a book’s cover that can be seen 
when the book is on a shelf ■ The title of the book is shown 
on its back. [=spine] 

5 sports : a player in some games (such as soccer and Amer¬ 
ican football) who is positioned behind the front line of play¬ 
ers ■ a defensive back — see also fullback, halfback, 
QUARTERBACK, RUNNING BACK 

a pat on the back see ‘pat 
a stab in the back see ‘stab 

at/in the back of your mind : in the part of your mind 
where thoughts and memories are kept — used to describe 
ideas, memories, etc., that someone has but that are not 
usually thought about or not perfectly remembered ■ The 
thought of retiring and moving out into the country has 
been in the back of her mind for many years, and now she’s 
finally doing it. ■ Somewhere in the back of my mind 1 knew 
I’d met him before. 

back is to/against the wall When your back is to/against 
the wall or you have your back to/against the wall you are in 
a bad position in which you are forced to do something in 
order to avoid failure. ■ With our backs to the wall we made 
a last desperate effort to finish the project on time. ■ We 
knew that with so little time and money left to finish the 
project we had our backs to the wall, 
back to back 1 : with backs opposite or against each other 
■ The soldiers stood back to back. 2 : happening one after 
the other ■ She won the annual competition two times back 
to back. [=in a row] ■ He’s had two victories back to back. ■ 
I’ve scheduled two appointments back to back. — see also 
BACK-TO-BACK 


back to front of a piece of clothing : with the back where the 
front should be • He accidentally put the sweater on back 
to front. [=front to back, backwards] 
behind someone’s back : without someone’s knowledge 
: in secret ■ You shouldn’t gossip about people behind their 
back(s). "If you have something to say, why not say it to 
my face instead of whispering it behind my backV. ■ She 
went behind his back and spoke directly to his supervisor. 
break the back of : to get control of (something you are 
trying to stop or defeat) : to greatly weaken or subdue 
(something) ■ He says the government’s new policies will 
break the back of inflation. 
eyes in the back of your head see ‘eye 
get your back up : to become angry or annoyed and want 
to fight or argue ■ He gets his back up and becomes defen¬ 
sive whenever someone questions his work. — compare 
PUT SOMEONE’S BACK UP (below) 
have someone’s back see watch someone’s back (be¬ 
low) 

in back : in an area at the back of something ■ There was 
only room for one passenger in front. The rest of us sat in 
back, [-in the back] 

in back of chiefly US : directly behind (something or some¬ 
one) ■ There’s a small yard in back of the house. 
on the back of 1 : because of (something) ■ Profits have 
increased on the back of [=on the strength of] improved in¬ 
ternational sales. 2 disapproving : by using the efforts of 
(other people) ■ The company has achieved record profits 
on the back of cheap labor. 

on/off your back ^ Someone who is always or frequently 
criticizing you or telling you what to do is on your back 
and won’t get off your back. • He says his wife is always on 
his back about doing chores around the house. ■ Get off my 
back\ I’m working as hard as I can! ■ My boss is always crit¬ 
icizing me. I wish I knew some way to get him off my back, 
on your back ^ If you are (flat) on your back you are lying 
with your back against the ground, on a bed, etc. ■ The ac¬ 
cident left him (lying) flat on his back (in bed) for two 
weeks. This phrase is sometimes used figuratively. ■ The 
stock market has been flat on its back [=has been doing 
very poorly] in recent weeks. 

out back ( US) or chiefly Brit out the back or round the 
back : in the area behind something (such as a building) ■ 
In my youth we didn’t have a toilet in the house but there 
was one out back. 

put someone’s back up : to offend or annoy someone : to 
make someone angry or ready to argue ■ I don’t want to 
question his decision because that will just put his back up. 

— compare get your back up (above) 

put your back into : to work very hard at (something) : to 
put a lot of effort into (something) ■ If you want to get that 
floor clean you’ll have to put your back into it. ■ You’ll real¬ 
ly have to put your back into this project if you want it to 
succeed. 

scratch someone’s back see ‘scratch 
see the back of ^ In British English, to be glad/happy (etc.) 
to see the back of someone is to be glad to see someone fi¬ 
nally going away. • He’s done nothing but make trouble 
and I’ll be glad to see the back o/him! [=I’ll be glad when he 
has gone] 

stab (someone) in the back see 2 stab 
the shirt off your back see shirt 

turn your back : to turn so that you are facing away from 
someone ■ He turned his back and walked away from me. 

— often + on ■ He turned his back on me and walked away. 

— often used figuratively ■ His former supporters have 
turned their backs on him. [=have abandoned him] 

watch someone’s back or have someone’s back : to pro¬ 
tect someone who is doing something that is dangerous or 
risky ■ The police officer’s partner always watches his back. 
■ Don’t worry, I’ve got your back, 
watch your back 4- If people tell you to watch your back, 
they are telling you to be careful. ■ I hear the boss is in a 
bad mood this morning, so you’d better watch your back. 

— back* I ess /'bseklas/ adj ■ a backless evening gown 
2 back adv 

1 a : in, toward, or at the back or rear ■ The soldiers moved 
back from the front lines. ■ The police asked the crowd to 
move/step back from the scene of the accident. ■ He left his 
friends two miles back. ■ She turned around and looked back 
toward him. ■ a chapter beginning several pages back b : to, 
toward, or in the place where someone or something was 
previously • He left his home and never went back. ■ I had to 
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go back (to the office) for some papers I had left behind. ■ It’s 
time to go back home. • She took the book off the shelf and 
forgot to put it back. ■ She left earlier but she should be back 
[=retum] soon. 

2 : in or into the past : backward in time • In the opening 
chapter the author looks back on his youth. • an event back 
in the last century; also : ago ■ It happened several years 
back. • I met him in the city two days back. 

3 a : to or toward a former state or condition ■ He has decid¬ 
ed to go back to private life. [=to return to private life] ■ 
Good farming practices were needed to bring the fields back 
(to good condition). [=to restore the fields] b : in return or 
reply ■ I gave the book to him and he gave it back (to me). ■ 
He refused to give back the borrowed money. ■ He hit his 
brother and his brother hit him right back. ■ talk back ■ She 
refused to take back her accusations. C — used to describe 
someone or something that is being held or kept from mov¬ 
ing forward or happening ■ He would have jumped if his 
friends had not held him back. ■ He vowed that he wouldn’t 
allow poverty to hold/keep him back. [=to keep him from 
succeeding] ■ She struggled to hold back a laugh. [=to keep 
from laughing] ■ Landslides set the construction job bade 
many days. [=caused the construction job to be delayed 
many days] d — used to describe something that is being 
kept instead of being given or revealed ■ They held back part 
of the money. ■ keep back the truth 

4 : to or at an angle • The banks slant evenly back from the 
highway. ■ The doctor told her to lie back on the couch. [=to 
lie down on the couch] ■ When I get home from work I like 
to just sit/lean back on the couch and relax. 

back of US, informal : on the rear side of (something) : be¬ 
hind ■ There’s an old tractor out back of [=in back oj ] the 
bam. 

get your own back see get back at get 
3 back ad/, always used before a noun 

1 ; of or relating to the back : located at the back ■ the front 
door, not the back door [=the door at the back of a building] 
■ He keeps his wallet in his back pocket. ■ She likes to sit in 
the front/first row, not the back [ =last ] row. ■ We came in 
through the back entrance. ■ the back pages [=the last pages] 
of the newspaper ■ back teeth ■ a back room 

2 : far from a central or main area ■ We drove on the back 
roads instead of the main roads. ■ a back alley 

3 : not yet paid : owed from an earlier time ■ The company 
owes him several months in back pay. ■ back rent 

4 : published at an earlier time : no longer current ■ a back 
issue/number of a magazine 

5 golf — used to refer to the final 9 holes of an 18-hole golf 
course ■ He was two over par on the front nine and three 
over par on the back nine. 

4 back verb backs; backed; backing 

1 ~[+ obj] a : to give help to (someone) : support ■ I’m 
backing him (against the Establishment) in his struggle for 
reform. ■ I’m backing him for President, b : to bet on 
(someone or something) ■ She backed the winner of the race 
and won a lot of money. ■ The pundits are all backing him to 
become the next President. [=the pundits all think that he 
will become the next President] C ; to provide evidence that 
supports (something) ■ She backed her argument with writ¬ 
ten evidence, d : to provide the money that is needed for 
(something) ■ back a new company ■ back a Broadway play 
e : to sing or play music that supports (a main singer or mu¬ 
sical instrument) ■ She backed the singer on the guitar. — of¬ 
ten + up ■ A guitarist backed up the singer. — see also back 
up (below) 

2 : to move backward [no obj ] She backed into a parking 
space. ■ She backed out of the garage. ■ The dog kept growl¬ 
ing but backed off/away cautiously. [+ obj] Could you back 
[=(more commonly) back up] your car a little to give me 
some room? — sometimes used figuratively * The reporter 
backed her into a corner [=put her into a difficult position 
that was hard to get out of] with his probing questions. 

3 [+ obj] : to provide (something) with a back ■ back a skirt 
with stiff material 

4 [no obj ] : to have the back toward something * The house 
fronts onto Main Street and backs onto/on the golf course. 
[=the back of the house faces the golf course] 

back away [phrasal verb]: to move away from something or 
someone by walking backward ■ The robber pointed a gun 
at the policeman and told him to back away slowly. — of¬ 
ten + from ■ The policeman slowly backed away from the 
robber. ■ She backed away from the growling dog. — often 
used figuratively ■ The government seems to be backing 


away from its earlier proposal. • She has backed away from 
her controversial position on the death penalty. 
back down [phrasal verb] : to stop arguing or fighting for 
something ■ When threatened with a revolt of its own sup¬ 
porters, the government backed down. ■ The strike is ex¬ 
pected to continue because neither side is willing to back 
down. — often +from • The government backed down from 
its position. ■ He’ll never back down from a fight. 
back into [phrasal verb] back into (something) : to become 
involved in (something) without planning to become in¬ 
volved ■ He backed into the antiques business almost by ac¬ 
cident when he sold some old furniture he’d inherited. 
back off [phrasal verb] 1 : to stop arguing or fighting for 
something : to back down • He has refused to back off. 2 
: to decide not to do something that you had agreed to do 
: to back out ■ The deal fell through when investors backed 
off. 3 : to stop bothering someone ■ She was getting irri¬ 
tated, so I backed off. 

back out [phrasal verb] \ to decide not to do something that 
you had agreed to do ■ The deal fell through when inves¬ 
tors backed out. — often + of • The investors backed out of 
the deal. 

back up [phrasal verb] 1 a : to move backward ■ The car 
backed up slowly. • Could you back up a little to give me 
some room? — sometimes used figuratively ■ Wait, let’s 
back up for a second. [=let’s go back to what we were dis¬ 
cussing earlier] b back (a vehicle) up or back up (a vehi¬ 
cle) : to move (a vehicle) backward ■ Could you back your 
car up a little to give me some room? 2 a : to become 
blocked so that movement or flow is slowed or stopped ■ 
Traffic backed up for miles because of the accident. ■ The 
drain backed up [=clogged] and had to be unclogged by a 
plumber, b back (something) up or back up (something) 

: to cause (something) to become blocked ■ The accident 
backed up traffic for miles. = Traffic was backed up [ =(Brit ) 
tailed back] for miles because of the accident. ■ The drain 
was backed up. 3 back (someone or something) up or 
back up (someone or something) : to give help or support 
to (someone or something) ■ I’ll back you up if I think 
you’re right. ■ She backed her argument up with written ev¬ 
idence. = Written evidence backed her argument up. ■ It’s 
time to back up your words with deeds! — see also 4 back 
1 e (above) 4 back (something) up or back up (something) 
computers : to make a copy of (a computer file or data) to 
protect it from being lost ■ Remember to back up your 
work before you log off. — see also backup 

back*ache /'b 2 ek,eik/ noun, pi -aches : pain in the back 
[count] She has/gets frequent backaches, [noncount] a pa¬ 
tient suffering from backache ■ (Brit) She has/gets frequent 
backache. 

back and forth adv 

1 : toward the back and then toward the front : backward 
and forward ■ The chair rocked back and forth. 

2 : between two places or people • The children were shut¬ 
tled back and forth between school and home. 

back—and—forth noun [noncount] : talk or discussion 
about something ■ An agreement was finally reached after a 
lot of back-and-forth between the two sides, 
back-bench /'bsek'bentf/ noun, pi -bench*es [count] Brit 
: a seat in the British Parliament that is held by an ordinary 
member ■ the Prime Minister’s supporters on the back¬ 
benches — often used before another noun ■ backbench con¬ 
servative MPs — compare front bench 
— back-bench*er /'bsek'bentfa*/ noun, pi -ers [count] ■ La¬ 
bour backbenchers 

back«bit«ing /'bcekjbaitnj/ noun [noncount] : unkind talk 
about someone who is not present ■ petty backbiting among 
employees 

back-board /'b 2 ek,boa , d/ noun, pi -boards [count] basket¬ 
ball : the board behind the basket 
back-bone /'bsek.boun/ noun, pi -bones 

1 [count] : the row of connected bones that go down the 
middle of the back and protect the spinal cord — called also 
spinal column, spine ; see picture at human 

2 [count] : the most important or strongest part of something 
■ She is the backbone of the family. 

3 [noncount] : strength and courage ■ He showed some back¬ 
bone by refusing to compromise his values. 

back*break*ing /'bsek.breikiij/ ad/ [more most ~] : in¬ 
volving very difficult physical work or effort ■ backbreaking 
work 

back burner noun 
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on the back burner chiefly US : in the position of some¬ 
thing that will not receive immediate attention and action ■ 
She put her singing career on the back burner to pursue her 
dream of being a movie star. ■ The President has put tax re¬ 
duction on the back burner because he has more urgent 
problems to deal with. — compare FRONT BURNER 
back-chat /'baekdfaet/ noun [noncount] Brit, informal 
: back talk ■ Don’t give me any backehatl 
back-cloth / , baek,kla:0/ noun, pi -cloths [count] Brit 

: BACKDROP 

back-comb /■bsek.koum/ verb -combs; -combed; 
-comb-ing [+ obj] chiefly Brit : to comb (hair) backwards 
: tease ■ She backcombs her hair. 

back-date /'b 2 ek,deit/ verb -dates; -dat-ed; -dat-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 : to give (something) an earlier date than the actual date 
: antedate ■ backdate a check 

2 : to say that something began or became effective at a date 
earlier than the current date ■ an increase in salary backdat¬ 
ed to the beginning of the year 

back door noun, pi ~ doors [count] : a door at the back of 
a building — often used figuratively ■ He managed to get 
into the private club through the back door [=in a secret or 
indirect way] because he has a friend who works there, 
back-door /'bsek'doay adj, always used before a noun 
: done in a secret or indirect way ■ a backdoor tax increase 
back-drop /'baek^raip/ noun, pi -drops [count] 

1 : a painted cloth that is hung across the back of a stage 

2 : the scene or scenery that is in the background ■ The 
mountains provided a perfect backdrop for the wedding pho¬ 
tos. 

3 : the setting or conditions within which something hap¬ 
pens ■ The novel unfolds against a backdrop of war. ■ The 
city provides the backdrop for the love story. 

-backed combining form 

1 : having a particular kind of back ■ a broad -backed weight 
lifter ■ a high -backed chair ■ a foam-backed mattress 

2 : supported by a particular group, organization, etc. - a 
UN -backed peace plan ■ a government-backed antismoking 
campaign 

back-er /‘baekay noun, pi -ers [count] : a person or group 
that gives support to someone or something ■ the presidential 
candidate’s backers • backers of the plan proposed by the 
committee 

back-field /'b 2 ek,fi:ld/ noun, pi -fields American football 

1 [singular] : the area of the field that is behind the line of 
scrimmage ■ a tackle made in the backfield 

2 [count] : the players who line up behind the line of scrim¬ 
mage ■ The team has a strong backfield. 

back-fire /*baek l faj^/ verb -fires; -fired; -fir-ing [no obj] 

1 of an engine or vehicle : to make a loud sound when fuel is 
not burned properly ■ The car backfired. 

2 : to have the opposite result of what was desired or expect¬ 
ed - Our plans backfired (on us). 

— backfire noun, pi -fires [count] • an engine backfire 
back-gam-mon /'baek.gaemon/ noun [noncount] : a board 
game for two players in which the players throw dice and try 
to move all of their pieces around and off the board 
back-ground /'background/ noun, pi -grounds 

1 [count] a : the part of a scene or picture that is farthest 
from the viewer : the part of a scene that is behind a main 
figure or object in a painting, photograph, etc. ■ Objects in 
the foreground are drawn larger than those in the back¬ 
ground. ■ a photograph of a house with mountains in the 
background ■ The mountains provided a perfect background 
[=backdrop] for the wedding photos. ■ background scenery 
b : a surface or color that is behind or around something 
(such as a printed design) ■ red letters printed on a white 
background ■ a background color 

2 [singular] a : a position that attracts little attention ■ He 
was a shy man who always tried to keep/stay in the back¬ 
ground. [=tried to avoid attracting attention] ■ The war has 
pushed all other issues into the background. [=has made all 
other issues less important] ■ An ethnic conflict that was sim¬ 
mering away in the background finally erupted into civil war. 
b — used to describe something that occurs without requir¬ 
ing attention while something else is also occurring ■ The 
software was automatically updated in the background while 
we continued to work on the data, c — used to describe 
something that is heard while something else is being lis¬ 
tened to ■ It was hard to enjoy the music because I could 
hear a dog barking in the background- 


3 a [count] : the events and conditions that help to explain 
why something happens : the situation in which something 
occurs — usually singular ■ We learned about the social and 
economic background of the American Civil War. ■ The 
meetings took place against a background of increasing ten¬ 
sion. b [noncount] : information needed to understand a 
problem or situation ■ Let me provide you with some back¬ 
ground on this problem. — often used before another noun • 
background information 

4 [count] : the experiences, knowledge, education, etc., in a 
person’s past ■ What is your academic background! ■ We 
need to know more about his background before we hire 
him. ■ He and his wife come from similar social backgrounds. 
[=they were raised in similar social environments] ■ His writ¬ 
ing is influenced by his ethnic background. — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ They ran a background check to make 
sure the job candidate had no criminal record. 

background music noun [noncount] ; music that is 
played in a movie, television show, etc., to go along with and 
add to the story or mood 

background noise noun [noncount] : undesired sound 
that is heard in a radio broadcast, a tape recording, etc. ■ The 
recording had a lot of background noise. 
back-hand /'baek,haend/ noun, pi -hands [count] sports 

1 : a way of hitting a ball in tennis and similar games in 
which the back of the hand holding the racket is turned in 
the direction of the ball ■ She has a good backhand but a 
weak forehand. — often used before another noun ■ a back¬ 
hand shot 

2 : a catch in baseball and similar games that is made on the 
side of the body that is opposite the hand being used — often 
used before another noun ■ The shortstop made a nice back¬ 
hand catch on a line drive. 

- backhand verb -hands; -hand-ed; -hand-ing [+ obj] • 
She backhanded the ball over the net. ■ The shortstop 
backhanded the ball and threw to first for the out. 
back-hand-ed /'baek'haendad/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not direct or sincere ■ We were disappointed by his back- 
handed apology. ■ She paid me a backhanded compliment 
[=a compliment that was not really a compliment at all] 
when she said my work was “surprisingly good.” ■ He paid 
me a backhanded compliment [=an indirect compliment] by 
imitating my style. 

2 sports : using or done with a backhand ■ a backhanded 
[-backhand] shot ■ a backhanded [=backhand] catch 

back-hand-er /'baek'haenda 1 / noun, pi -hand-ers [count] 

1 sports : a backhanded shot ■ She hit a backhander into the 
net. 

2 Brit, informal: 'bribe 

back-hoe /'baek.hou/ noun, pi -hoes [count] US : a large 
machine that digs into the ground with a metal scoop — see 
picture at construction 
back-ing /'baekig/ noun, pi -ings 

1 [count]: something that forms a back ■ The tape has an ad¬ 
hesive backing. 

2 [noncount] : support or aid ■ The project has received fi¬ 
nancial backing from several investors. 

3 [noncount] : the music that is played along with someone 
who is singing or playing the main tune : the music that ac¬ 
companies someone — often used before another noun • a 
backing group ■ backing music 

back-lash /'baek,laej'/ noun, pi -lash-es [count] : a strong 
public reaction against something ■ a backlash against femi¬ 
nism A backlash occurs when many people react to an 
event, movement, etc., in a way that is opposite to its intend¬ 
ed effect. 

back-log /'baek,la:g/ noun, pi -logs [count] : a large num¬ 
ber of jobs that are waiting to be finished ■ We have a huge 
backlog of orders to be filled. 

back matter noun [noncount] : the pages at the end of a 
book following the main part ■ A list of geographical names 
appears in the back matter of the dictionary. — compare 
FRONT MATTER 

back of beyond noun 

the back of beyond informal: a place that is very far from 
other places and people : a remote place - He lives by him¬ 
self in a cabin out in the back of beyond. [=the boondocks] 
back—Of—the—envelope adj, always used before a noun, 
informal: done to provide a rough idea of something ■ I can’t 
tell you the exact amount, but my back-of-the-envelope 
[=rowg/i] calculation indicates a cost of about $300,000. 
back order noun, pi ~ -ders chiefly US, business : a prod- 
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uct that has been ordered but not sent to the customer be¬ 
cause it is not yet available [count] The book I want to buy 
is a back order and won’t be shipped for three weeks, [non- 
count] The book 1 want to buy is on back order and won’t be 
shipped for three weeks. 

— back-or-der verb -ders; -dered; -der-ing [+ obj] ■ The 
book I want to buy has been back-ordered and won’t be 
shipped for three weeks. 

1 back*pack /'baek^aek/ noun, pi -packs [count] chiefly US 
: a bag for carrying things that has two shoulder straps and is 
carried on the back — called also ( chiefly US) knapsack, 
(chiefly Brit) rucksack ; see picture at camping 
2 backpack verb -packs; -packed; -packing [no obj] : to 
hike or travel with a backpack ■ After college, she back- 
packed through/around Europe. ■ We re planning to go 
backpacking in a national park this summer. 

— back-pack*er noun, pi -ers [count] 

back passage noun, pi ~ -sag*es [count] Brit: the part of 
the body through which solid waste passes — used as a po¬ 
lite way to avoid saying the word “rectum” 
back-ped-al / l bcek,ped|/ verb -ped-als; US -ped-aled or 
chiefly Brit -ped-alled; US -ped-af-ing or chiefly Brit -ped¬ 
al-ling [no obj\ : to move backward with quick steps • The 
outfielder backpedaled a few steps to catch the fly ball. — 
sometimes used figuratively • When threatened with a revolt 
of its own supporters, the government backpedaled [retreat¬ 
ed, backtracked] from its previous position, 
back-rest /'baek,rest/ noun, pi -rests [count]: a support for 
a person to lean back against while sitting • a chair with a 
cushioned backrest 

back-seat /'baek'siit/ noun, pi -seats [count] : a seat in the 
back of something (such as a car) 

take a backseat: to be or become less important, active, or 
powerful — often + to ■ He refuses to take a backseat te 
anyone. [=he refuses to let anyone have more power or 
control than he has] 

backseat driver noun, pi ~ -ers [count] 

1 : a passenger in a car who gives driving advice to the driver 

2 : someone who gives unwanted advice or who tries to con¬ 
trol something that is supposed to be controlled by another 
person ■ Several members of the board of directors have ac¬ 
cused him of being a backseat driver. 

back-side /'baek,said/ noun, pi -sides [count] informal 
: the part of the body that a person sits on : buttocks ■ She 
slid down the snowy hill on her backside. [=behind, bottom] 
back-Slap-ping /'baekiSlaepnj/ noun [noncount] : enthusi¬ 
astic praise or congratulations • We had expected the candi¬ 
dates to criticize each other, but instead they engaged in mu¬ 
tual backslapping. 

— back-slap-per /'baek^laepa 1 / noun, pi -pers [count] 

— backslapping adj, always used before a noun ■ back- 
slapping businessmen 

back-slash /'baekjSlaejV noun, pi -slash-es [count] : a 
mark \ that is used for separating written items in computer 
file names, commands, etc. 

back-slide /'baek^laid/ verb -slides; -slid /-,slid/; -slid¬ 
ing [no obj] : to start doing something bad again after you 
have stopped it ■ 1 was afraid of backsliding [relapsing] into 
my old habits. - Smokers who quit often backslide within a 
year. 

— back-slid-er /'baek^laida 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 
back-space /'baek^peis/ noun, pi -spac-es [count ]: a key 

that is pressed on a typewriter or computer keyboard to 
move back toward the beginning of a line of text — usually 
singular ■ press the backspace 

— backspace verb -spaces; -spaced; -spac-ing [no obj] 
■ He backspaced to the beginning of the line. 

back-spin /'bsekjspm/ noun [noncount] : a backward spin¬ 
ning motion of a ball • put backspin on the ball — compare 

TOPSPIN 

back-Stab-bing /'baek.stsebnj/ noun [noncount] US 
: harmful and unfair things that are said or done to hurt the 
reputation of someone ■ She was hurt by her former friend’s 
backstabbing. 

— back-stab-ber /'baek^taeba 1 / noun,pi -bers [count] ■ She 
accused her former friend of being a backstabber. 

— backstabbing adj, always used before a noun ■ a back- 
stabbing liar 

back-Stage /'baek,steick/ adv : behind the stage of a theater 
■ After the show, we went backstage to meet the band. 

— backstage adj, always used before a noun ■ the backstage 
[= private ] lives of celebrities ■ a backstage pass [=a card 


that gives permission to go backstage -and usually to meet 
the performers] 

back-stairs /'baek.stea^z/ adj, always used before a noun , 
chiefly Brit, informal : done in a secret and usually improper 
way ■ a backstairs deal 
back-Stop /'baek,sta:p/ noun, pi -stops 

1 [count] baseball a : a fence or screen that is placed behind 
the catcher to prevent the ball from rolling away ■ The pitch 
got past the catcher and rolled all the way to the backstop. 
b informal: catcher ■ a talented backstop 

2 [singular] Brit : something that is kept so that it can be 
used if it is needed • kept some gold as a backstop in case the 
value of the local currency collapsed 

back-straight /'baek,streit/ noun, pi -straights [count] 
Brit : backstretch 

back-street /'baek'striit/ noun, pi -streets [count] : a street 
that is away from the main streets ■ a London backstreet 
back-Stretch /'baek.strctf/ noun, pi -stretch-es [count] 
: the far side of a racetrack : the side of a track that is oppo¬ 
site to the homestretch ■ The horses are in the backstretch. — 
called also (Brit) backstraight 

back-Stroke /'b£ek,strouk/ noun [singular] : a way of swim¬ 
ming in which a person floats in the water facing upward 
while kicking the legs and rotating the arms ■ She got into 
the pool and began to do the backstroke .; also : a race in 
which the swimmers do the backstroke • She won the 50- 
meter backstroke. 

back-swing /'baek,swii]/ noun, pi -swings [count] : a 
movement of the arm backwards before swinging something 
(such as a club, bat, or racket) ■ a golfer with a short back- 
swing 

back talk noun [noncount] US, informal : rude speech in re¬ 
ply to someone who should be spoken to with respect ■ Don’t 
give me any back talk ! — called also (Brit) backchat 

1 back-to-back adj 

1 : facing in opposite directions and often touching at the 
back ■ back-to-back seats 

2 : coming one after another in time ■ back-to-back victories 
• back-to-back appointments — see also back to back at 
’back 

— back to back adv • They were standing back to back. 
2 back—tO—back noun, pi -backs [count] Brit : a house that 
is connected in a row with other houses on each side and 
with a similar row of houses behind it 

back-track /'baek.traek/ verb -tracks; -tracked; -track¬ 
ing [no obj] 

1 : to go back over a course or path • The hikers realized 
they had made a wrong turn and would have to backtrack. 

2 : to return to something that was mentioned before ■ Let 
me backtrack for a moment and pick up our previous con¬ 
versation. 

3 : to completely change what you think or say about some¬ 
thing ■ Voters lost confidence in him when he backtracked on 
the issues. [=when he reversed his position on the issues] 

back-up /'baek,i\p/ noun, pi -ups 

1 a [count] : a person or thing that can be used to replace or 
support another person or thing - His role on the team is to 
be a backup to the regular quarterback. • We have an extra 
radio as a backup in case this one doesn’t work. — often 
used before another noun • a backup quarterback ■ We need 
a backup plan in case of emergency, b [noncount] : help or 
support provided by additional people or things ■ The police¬ 
man called for backup [=called for other police to come and 
help him] because the suspect was canying a gun. • We have 
an extra radio for backup. ■ He provides backup for the regu¬ 
lar quarterback. 

2 [count] US : a situation in which the flow of something 
(such as traffic) becomes blocked ■ There was a traffic back¬ 
up [=(Brit) tailback] for miles on the road because of the ac¬ 
cident. ■ There was a backup [= blockage] in the drain. 

3 [noncount]: a musical part that is sung to support the main 
singer ■ She sang backup on his CD. — often used before an¬ 
other noun • a backup singer 

4 [count] : a copy of information stored on a computer • Be 
sure to make a backup of your work. — often used before 
another noun ■ a backup file/copy; also : the act or process 
of making such a copy ■ It may take some time for the back¬ 
up to be complete. — see also back up at 4 back 

1 back-ward (chiefly US) /'baekwad/ or back>wards 
/'baekwadz/ adv 

1 : toward the back : to or toward what is behind ■ a sudden 
movement backward, not forward ■ I heard a noise behind 
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me and glanced backward. ■ He pushed the throttle back¬ 
ward. ■ She took a small step backward. ■ Can you skate 
backward ? 

2 : opposite to the usual way : in reverse ■ Count backward 
from 10. 

3 : toward the past ■ a journey backward in time ■ The narra¬ 
tive moves backward and forward in time. 

4 : to or toward a less advanced state or condition : toward a 
worse state ■ His new job, which paid less and had fewer re¬ 
sponsibilities, felt like a step backward. 

bend over backward or lean over backward also fall over 
backward : to make a great effort to help someone or to 
reach agreement with someone ■ The salesman said he 
would bend over backward to make the deal. ■ I've leaned 
over backward to please you—and you haven’t even said 
thank you! 

know something backward and forward see ‘know 
backward adj 

1 a : directed or turned toward the back ■ a backward glance 
■ a backward baseball cap ■ a sudden backward movement 
b : done backward ■ a backward somersault 

2 [more most ~]: behind others : not as advanced as oth¬ 
ers in learning or development • ( old-fashioned) He was a 
backward pupil who struggled to keep up in school. ■ a tech¬ 
nologically backward village that has no running water 

- back-ward-ly adv - backwardness noun [noncount] 
• the technological backwardness of the village 

back-ward—looking / , baekwa»d l lukig/ adj [more most 

~] disapproving : relating to the past ■ backward-looking 
[= old-fashioned ] ideas/plans : not planning for the future • 
backward-looking [= hidebound] engineers/politicians/indus¬ 
trialists — opposite FORWARD-LOOKING 
back-wa-ter /’baek,wa:t37 noun.pl -ters [count] 

1 : a part of a river where the water moves slowly because it 
is away from the main part of the river 

2 : a quiet place (such as a town or village) where there is lit¬ 
tle aotivity, excitement, progress, etc. ■ The once sleepy back¬ 
water is now a thriving city. ■ a cultural backwater 

back-WOOdS /’baek’wudz/ noun [plural] : an area that is far 
from cities ■ She grew up in the backwoods of Maine. ■ a 
backwoods politician [=a politician in a remote area far from 
cities] 

back-WOOdS-man /.bsek'wudzman/ noun, pi -men 
/-man/ [count] 

1 : a man who lives in the backwoods 

2 Brit : a male member of the House of Lords who rarely at¬ 
tends it and who typically lives in a rural area far from Lon¬ 
don 

back-yard / , baek , jaa>d/ noun, pi -yards 

1 [count] : an area in back of a house; especially, US : an area 
of grass behind someone’s house ■ We spent the evening re¬ 
laxing in the backyard. 

2 [noncount] : the general area near and around someone’s 
home ■ For fun in the sun this summer, look no farther than 
your own backyard. [= neighborhood] ■ Residents grew anx¬ 
ious when they learned the new prison would be located in 
their backyard. [=would be located near their homes] 

— backyard adj, always used before a noun ■ a backyard bar¬ 
becue ■ a backyard garden 

ba-COfl /’beikan/ noun [noncount] : thin strips of salted and 
smoked meat from the sides and the back of a pig ■ We ate 
bacon and eggs for breakfast. ■ a slice of bacon = (Brit) a 
rasher of bacon — often used before another noun ■ bacon 
fat 

bring home the bacon informal : to earn the money that is 
needed to live ■ He worked hard all week to bring home the 
bacon for his family. 
save someone’s bacon see ‘save 
bacteria plural of bacterium 

bac-te-ri-ol-o-gy /baek^iri'adacfci/ noun [noncount] : the 
scientific study of bacteria 

- bac-te-ri-o-log-i-cal /baek.tirija'larcfcikal/ adj - bac-te- 
ri-ol-o-gist /baek,tiri’a:l9<t5ist / noun, pi -gists [count] 

bac-te-ri-lim /baek’tirijam/ noun, pi -te-ria /-'tirija/ [count] 
: any one of a group of very small living things that often 
cause disease — usually plural ■ Keep the wound clean and 
dry to prevent the growth of bacteria. 

— bac-te-ri-al /baek’tirijal/ adj 

1 bad /’baed/ adj worse /’wa-s/; worst /’wast/ 

T"a : low or poor in quality ■ a bad repair job ■ bad work ■ 
The house is in bad condition/shape, b : not correct or 
proper ■ bad manners ■ bad [= incorrect, faulty] grammar ■ a 


letter written in bad French ■ bad spelling ■ a bad check [=a 
check that cannot be cashed] — see also bad language 

2 a : not pleasant, pleasing, or enjoyable ■ He had a bad day 
at the office. ■ I was having a bad dream. ■ She made a very 
bad impression on her future colleagues. • The food tastes 
bad. • The flower smells bad. • He has bad breath. [=breath 
that smells bad] ■ We’ve been having bad weather lately. ■ 
The medicine left a bad taste in his mouth. • It feels bad 
[= uncomfortable , painful] to stretch out my arm. ■ I look bad 
in this hat. = This hat looks bad on me. ■ That hat doesn’t 
look bad on you. [=that hat looks good on you] b : having, 
marked by, or relating to problems, troubles, etc. ■ good and 
bad news ■ They have remained together in good times and 
bad (times). ■ It’s a bad time for business right now. ■ a bad 
omen ■ bad luck/fortune ■ Tilings are looking pretty bad for 
us at this point. ■ I have a bad feeling about this. — see also 
bad BLOOD, bad news C \ not adequate or suitable ■ I 
couldn't take a picture because the lighting was bad. ■ It’s a 
bad day for a picnic. ■ She made a bad marriage. ■ Is this a 
bad moment/time to have a word with you? d : not pro¬ 
ducing or likely to produce a good result ■ a bad deal ■ a bad 
risk ■ a bad idea/plan ■ The plan has its good points and its 
bad points. ■ a bad debt [=a debt that will not be paid] ■ a bad 
loan [=a loan that will not be repaid] e : expressing criti¬ 
cism or disapproval ■ The movie got bad reviews. 

3 a : not healthy : marked or affected by injury or disease ■ 
His health is pretty bad. = He’s in pretty bad health. ■ The pa¬ 
tient was pretty bad [-ill, sick] last week and even worse yes¬ 
terday but is doing better now. • He came home early be¬ 
cause he was feeling pretty bad. [=he wasn’t feeling well] ■ 
My father has a bad back/leg. [=a back/leg that is always or 
often painful] • She has bad eyesight/hearing. ■ bad teeth b 
: causing harm or trouble ■ a bad diet ■ a bad influence ■ bad 
cholesterol [=a type of cholesterol that can cause serious 
health problems when there is too much of it in your blood] 
— often + for ■ Eating too much can be bad for you. = It can 
be bad for you to eat too much. ■ Eating all that candy is bad 
for your teeth. ■ Watching too much TV is bad for children. 

4 a : not morally good or right : morally evil or wrong ■ a 
bad person ■ bad conduct/behavior ■ a man of bad character 
■ bad intentions/deeds ■ It’s hard to tell the good guys from 
the bad guys in this movie. — see also bad faith b : not 
behaving properly ■ a bad dog - I’m afraid your son has been 
a very bad [=naughty] boy. — see also bad boy 

5 a : not skillful : not doing or able to do something well ■ a 
bad musician ■ a bad doctor ■ She was pretty bad in that 
movie. [=she did not act well] — often + at • a doctor who’s 
bad at treating nervous patients ■ He’s very/really bad at ex¬ 
pressing his true feelings, b : having a tendency not to do 
something — + about ■ He’s bad about getting to work on 
time. [=he often fails to get to work on time] ■ I’m very bad 
about remembering people’s birthdays. [=1 often forget peo¬ 
ple's birthdays] 

6 a : not happy or pleased : feeling regret or guilt about 
something ■ I feel bad about what happened. [=1 regret what 
happened] • She felt bad that she forgot to call. = She felt bad 
about forgetting to call, b : not cheerful or calm ■ She’s in a 
bad mood. [=an angry mood] ■ He has a bad temper. [=he’s 
bad-tempered: he becomes angry easily] 

7 : serious or severe ■ She’s in bad trouble. • He has a bad 
cough/cold. • That bruise looks bad\ you’d better see a doc¬ 
tor about it. ■ How bad is the pain? 

8 : no longer good to eat or drink : not fresh ■ the smell of 
bad fish «Is the milk still good or has it gone bad ? [ ^spoiled ] 

9 bad’der; bad-dest chiefly US, informal a : very good ■ 
He’s the baddest guitar player you’ll ever hear! b : very 
tough or dangerous ■ Don’t mess around with him. He’s a 
bad dude. 

a bad job see job 
a bad lot see lot 
bad apple see apple 
come to a bad end see ‘end 

from bad to worse : from a bad state or condition to an 
even worse state or condition ■ The company has been 
struggling for years, and things have recently gone from 
bad to worse. 

in a bad way : in a bad condition ■ Without enough funding, 
public services are in a pretty bad way right now. • The pa¬ 
tient was in a bad way last week but is doing better now. 

in someone’s bad books see ‘book 

not bad : fairly good or quite good ■ All things considered, 
she’s not a bad singer. [=she’s a pretty good singer] • “How 
are you?" “ Not (too/so) bad, thanks. And you?" 
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too bad 1 — used to show that you are sorry or feel bad 
about something ■ It’s too bad [=unfortunate] that John and 
Mary are getting divorced. = It’s too bad about John and 
Mary getting divorced. [=I’m sorry to hear that John and 
Mary are getting divorced] ■ “I won’t be able to come to the 
party." “(That’s) Too bad. I was hoping you’d be there.” 2 
— used in an ironic way to show that you are not sorry or 
do not feel bad about something ■ “But I need your help!" 
“(That’s just) Too bad." 
with bad grace s#e ’grace 

— bad*ness noun [noncount ] ■ the badness of his behavior ■ 
the badness severity ] of his injuries ■ There’s more good¬ 
ness than badness in him. 

2 bad adv worse; worst US, informal : badly ■ She was 
struggling when she first started the job, but she’s not doing 
so bad now. [=she’s doing fairly well now] ■ He hasn’t suc¬ 
ceeded because he doesn’t want it bad enough. ■ He cut him¬ 
self real bad. [=very badly] ■ I need a vacation and I need it 
bad. [=1 need it very much] ■ “Is he in love with her?” “Oh 
yeah, he’s got It bad.” [=he’s extremely in love with her] 
bad off US 1 : having little money ■ They’re pretty bad off 
[=they don’t have enough money] now that he’s lost his 
job. ■ We’re not rich, but we’re not too bad off (for money). 
[=we’re not poor] 2 : in a bad or difficult situation or con¬ 
dition ■ When I heard how bad off they were, I asked if I 
could do anything to help. • This state isn’t too bad off 
compared to other parts of the country. 

3 bad noun 

1 [noncount] : morally bad forces or influences : evil ■ 
There’s more good than bad in him. ■ We need to teach our 
children the difference between good and bad. 

2 the bad a [singular] ; the unpleasant things that happen 
to people ■ You have to take the good with the bad. [=you 
have to accept the bad things that happen to you as well as 
the good things] b [singular] : things that are morally wrong 
■ teaching children the difference between the good and the 
bad C [plural ] : morally bad people ■ He believes that the 
good go to heaven when they die and the bad go to hell. 

bad*ass /'bsed.ses/ adj, always used before a noun, chiefly 
US, informal + sometimes offensive 

1 : likely to cause trouble : tough and dangerous ■ a badass 
criminal 

2 : very skillful or impressive ■ a badass musician 

— badass noun, pi -ass*es [count] He acted tough and 
thought of himself as a badass. 

bad blood noun [noncount] : feelings of dislike between 
two people or groups ■ There’s been a lot of bad blood be¬ 
tween them since their quarrel, 
bad boy noun, pi ~ boys [count] : a man who says or does 
things that shock other people; especially \ a young and suc¬ 
cessful man who does things in a way that is very different 
from the usual way ■ He has become known as the bad boy 
of the American television industry. 
bad*dle or bad*dy /'baedi/ noun, pi -dies [count] informal 
: a bad person in a book, movie, etc. : villain ■ He plays 
one of the good guys in his latest film and defeats all the bad¬ 
dies. [=bad guys] 
bade past tense of ’bid 

bad faith noun [noncount] : lack of honesty in dealing with 
other people ■ She accused her landlord of bad faith [dis¬ 
honesty] because he had promised to paint the apartment but 
never did it. — compare GOOD faith 

In bad faith : in a dishonest and improper way ■ She signed 
the contract in bad faith. [=with no intention of doing what 
it said she would do] 

badge /'baecfe/ noun, pi badg*es [count] 

1 : a small object (such as a tag, pin, or metal shield) that is 
worn or held up by a person so that it can be easily seen, that 
has writing (such as a person’s name) and often a picture on 
it, and that shows who the person is ■ The policeman flashed 
his badge. ■ Don’t forget to wear your name badge. • The re¬ 
ceptionist glanced at my visitor’s badge. 

2 : a cloth patch that can be sewn onto clothing and that is 
awarded to a person (such as a Boy Scout or Girl Scout) for 
doing something ■ She earned 10 merit badges in scouting. 

3 Brit : ’button 2 ■ She was wearing a badge that read “Sup¬ 
port your local library." 

4 : something that represents or is a sign of something else ■ 
She viewed her failures as a badge of humanity. ■ He wore his 
ethnic heritage as a badge of honor/pride. [=he was proud of 
his ethnic heritage and did not try to hide it] 


1 bad-ger /'baecfca 1 / noun, pi -gers 
[count] : a type of animal that 
lives in the ground and has short 
thick legs and long claws on its 
front feet 

2 bad*ger verb -gers; -gered, 

-ger-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to bother or annoy (someone) 
with many comments or ques¬ 
tions ■ The celebrity was being 
badgered [-pestered] by reporters. 

2 : to ask or tell someone again and again to do something ■ 
He’s been badgering [=nagging, pestering] me to clean the ga¬ 
rage for months. ■ She finally badgered me into cutting my 
hair. 
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badlands /'baedjaendz/ noun [plural] : a region in the US. 
where weather has worn away rocks into strange shapes and 
where there are very few plants ■ the badlands of South Da¬ 
kota 

bad language noun [noncount] : offensive language : dirty 
language ■ She scolded the children for using bad language. 
bad«ly /'baedli/ adv worse /'was/; worst /*wast/ 

1 :taa bad manner ■ We played badly. ■ The car ran badly. • 
He played badly but I played even worse. ■ The failure re¬ 
flects badly on the administration. ■ The child behaved badly. 
• a badly planned project 

2 a : very much : to a great degree ■ She wanted the job bad¬ 
ly. ■ I’m badly in need of a vacation. ■ We miss you badly, b 
: severely or seriously ■ Was she hurt badly ? ■ His fingers 
were badly frozen. 

badly off 1 : having little money ■ We were so badly off 
[=poor, broke] we couldn’t afford a bus ticket. ■ Thanks to 
the money my uncle left me. I’m not badly off. [=I’m pretty 
well off] 2 : in bad condition ■ I felt unwell, but I wasn’t 
so badly off that I had to stay home from work. 
badly off for Brit : having a strong need for (something or 
someone) ■ The team was badly off for young players. 
not badly : fairly or quite well ■ “How are you doing?" “Not 
too/so badly, thanks. And you?” 
think badly of : to have a bad or low opinion of (someone) ■ 
Will you think badly of me if I take the last cookie? 
bad-miri'ton /'baediimtp/ noun [noncount] : a game in 
which a light feathered object (called a shuttlecock) is hit 
over a net by players using light rackets — see picture at 
RACKET 

bad—mouth /'b£ed,mau0/ verb -mouths; -mouthed; 
-mouth*ing [+ obj] : to say bad things about (someone or 
something) : to criticize (someone or something) ■ She refus¬ 
es to bad-mouth her colleagues, 
bad news noun [singular] informal : a bad, unpleasant, or 
dangerous person or thing ■ Stay away from him—he’s bad 
news. • “That drug is bad news," she warned, 
bad-tempered adj [more most ~] : easily annoyed or 
angered : ill-tempered ■ a bad-tempered old man 
1 baffle /'baefal/ verb baf*fles; baf-fled; baffling [+ obj] 

: to confuse (someone) completely ■ Her behavior baffles 
[= bewilders ] me. ■ I was baffled by many of the scientific 
terms used in the article. 

— baffled adj [more most ~] ■ a baffled look [=a look that 
shows confusion] "His explanation left me feeling even 
more baffled [= confused] than I had felt before. — baffle¬ 
ment /■baefalmant/ noun [noncount] • I couldn’t hide my 
complete bafflement at her strange behavior. - baffling 
adj [more most —] ■ It’s completely baffling to me how 

she can behave like that! ■ a baffling array of choices 
— baffllng-ly /■bsefligli/ adv [more most ~] ■ bajflingly 

strange behavior 

2 baffle noun, pi baffles [count] technical : a device (such as a 
wall or screen) that is used to control the flow of something 
(such as a fluid, light, or sound) 

1 bag /'baeg/ noun, pi bags 

1 [count] a : a container made of thin material (such as pa¬ 
per, plastic, or cloth) that opens at the top and is used for 
holding or carrying things ■ She packed her lunch in a paper 
bag. • (US) a garbage/trash bag = (Brit) a rubbish bag • (US) 
grocery bags = (Brit) carrier bags [=plastic or paper bags 
used for holding items bought at a store] b : a soft contain¬ 
er carried by a woman and used to hold money and other 
small things (such as keys or makeup) ■ She put the pencil in 
her bag. — s«e also handbag, shoulder bag C : a con¬ 
tainer used for carrying personal things (such as clothes) 
when you are going somewhere ■ an overnight bag * a gym 
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bag — usually plural ■ We carried our bags [= suitcases, lug¬ 
gage ?] to the hotel room. ■ She packed her bags and left. 

2 [count] : the amount of something that is inside a bag ■ We 
ate two bags [=bagfuls] of potato chips. ■ a bag of apples/ 
flour/fertilizer 

3 bags [plural] : an area of swollen and often dark skin un¬ 
der a person’s eyes ■ a tired old man with bags under his eyes 

4 [singular] : a collection of different things (such as ideas) ■ 
They tried using their usual bag of tricks. — see also grab 

BAG, MIXED BAG, RAGBAG 

5 [singular] informal + old-fashioned : something that a per¬ 
son likes to do : something that a person does well ■ House¬ 
cleaning isn’t her bag. [=she doesn’t like housecleaningj • I’ve 
tried living in the city, but it’s just not my bag. 

6 [count] baseball: a square white bag that marks the posi¬ 
tion of first base, second base, and third base ■ He slid into 
the bag and was safe at second base. 

7 [count] informal — used as an insulting word for an old 
woman ■ Shut up, you old bag\ 

8 bags [plural] Brit, informal: a large amount of something • 
There’s no need to hurry. We’ve still got bags [=/ott] of time, 
a bag of nerves see nerve 

bag and baggage chiefly Brit : with all of your possessions ■ 
He got rid of the visitors, bag and baggage. [= altogether , 
completely] 

hold the bag see 'hold 

in the bag informal : sure to happen ■ Their success was in 
the bag. [=guaranteed] : certain to be successful ■ We had 
the game in the bag [=sewn up] by the end of first half. ■ She 
seemed to have the election in the bag. [=she seemed sure 
to win the election] 
let the cat out of the bag see cat 


handle 


bag 





handbag, purse iUS) 





2 bag verb bags: bagged; bag*ging [+ obj] 

1 : to put (something) into a bag 'He got a job bagging gro¬ 
ceries. 

2 : to kill or catch (an animal) while hunting, fishing, etc. ■ 
The hunters bagged five deer altogether. ■ We bagged 10 fish 
today. 

3 informal : to get (something desired) ■ She’s expected to 
bag the award for the team’s most valuable player. ■ 1 bagged 
the last seat so everyone else had to stand. 


4 US, informal: to give up or leave (something) ■ She decid¬ 
ed to bag her job and move to the country. • He finally 
bagged his acting career and went back to school. 
ba*gel /'beigal/ noun, pi -gels [count] : a bread roll shaped 
like a ring — see picture at baking 
bagful /'b£eg,ful/ noun, pi -fuls [count] 

1 : the amount that a bag can hold ■ two bagfuls [=bags] of 
apples 

2 : a large number or amount ■ She always has a bagful of 
stories. • a bagful of tricks 

bag»gaqe /‘btegicfe/ noun [noncount] 

1 chiefly US : the bags, suitcases, and personal things that a 
person carries when traveling : luggage ■ Please collect 
your baggage. — see also baggage claim at 2 claim 

2 : the feelings, beliefs, problems, or past events that can 
make life difficult for a person or group • His difficult child¬ 
hood left him with a lot of heavy/personal/emotional bag¬ 
gage. ■ the cultural/political/historical baggage of the region 
bag and baggage see 1 bag 

bag*gy /'bcegi/ adf bag-gi-er; -est of clothing : very loose 
: not tight ■ baggy jeans/sweaters ■ These pants are too baggy 
at the knees. 

bag lady noun, pi ~ ladies [count] : a homeless woman 
who walks around the streets of a city carrying her posses¬ 
sions in a bag 

bag lunch noun, pi ~ lunches [count] US : a lunch that is 
made at home, packed inside a bag or box, and eaten at a 
job, at school, etc. ■ Remember to bring a bag lunch to school 
tomorrow. — called also box lunch 
bag Of bones noun [singular] informal : a very thin person 
or animal ■ I can’t believe how thin he is. He’s just a bag of 
bones. 

bag* pipe /'b£eg,paip/ noun, pi 
-pipes [count] : a musical instru¬ 
ment that is played especially in 
Scotland and that has a bag, a tube 
for blowing air into the bag, and 
pipes where the air leaves and 
makes sounds ❖ The musical in¬ 
strument is usually referred to by 
the plural bagpipes. • He’s learning 
to play the bagpipes. In U.S. En¬ 
glish, the singular bagpipe is also 
used. ■ We heard the sound of a 
bagpipe. In both U.S. and British 
English, bagpipe is sometimes used 
before another noun. ■ bagpipe mu¬ 
sic bagpipe 

ba*guette /bae'get/ noun , pi 
-guettes [count] : a long, thin loaf of French bread 
bah /'bo:/ interj, old-fashioned + humorous — used to show 
dislike or disapproval of something ■ Bah, humbug! 

1 bail /'bed/ noun [noncount] : an amount of money given to a 
court to allow a prisoner to leave jail and return later for a 
trial 

The bail paid by a person accused of a crime is returned 
when the person comes back to court for a trial. To set 
bail is to decide how much money a person must pay in or¬ 
der to get out of jail until a trial. ■ The judge/court set bail 
at $1 million. = The bail was set at $1 million. To grant bail 
or give bail is to allow a prisoner to pay money to leave jail 
until a trial. ■ It is not clear whether the judge will grant 
bail in this case. If you are denied bailor held without bail, 
a court will not allow you to pay money to leave jail until 
your trial. ■ The two men are being held without bail. ■ Bail 
was denied , and he was sent to prison to await his trial. If 
you are free on bail or out on bail or have been released/ 
freed on bail , you have paid the court money and are now 
out of jail and waiting for your trial. • He is now free on 
bail. = He's out on bail. ■ They were both free/out on 
$10,000 bail. [=they both paid the court $10,000 and prom¬ 
ised to return for their trials] ■ She was released on $5,000 
bail. [=she left jail after paying the court $5,000] If you 
make bail or post bail, you give enough money to the 
court and can leave jail until your trial. ■ He didn’t have 
enough money to make bail so he had to stay in prison un¬ 
til his trial. ■ Someone posted bail for you. You’re free to 
go. To jump bail or skip bail is to pay money to get out of 
jail and then not return for your trial. ■ A day after he was 
released from jail, he decided to jump bail and leave the 
country. ■ They skipped bail a week before the trial. 
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2 bail verb balls; bailed; bailing 

ball out [phrasal verb\ 1 bail (someone) out or ball out 
(someone) : to make it possible for someone to leave jail 
by paying bail ■ She went to the jail to bail out her boy¬ 
friend. = She bailed him out of jail. 2 ball (someone or 
something) out or bail out (someone or something) : to 
help (someone) solve a problem or leave a difficult situa¬ 
tion ■ They’re always bailing their son out of trouble. : to 
help (a business, an organization, etc.) by giving or lending 
money ■ The federal government bailed out [=gave money 
to] their struggling company. ■ bailing out poor countries 
— see also bailout 

- compare 3 bail 

3 bail verb bails; balled; balling 

1 [+ obj ] : to remove or throw water from or out of a boat ■ 
We used a bucket to bail water out of the canoe. = We used a 
bucket to bail out the canoe. ■ bailing water from the bottom 
of the boat 

2 [no obj ] US, informal : to leave a difficult situation ■ She 
bailed {-bailed out ] when times got tough. [=she left when 
life became difficult] ■ I think we’d better bail. [=bail out] 
bail out [phrasal verb ] chiefly US 1 : to jump out of an air¬ 
plane with a parachute ■ The pilot bailed out [=(Brit) baled 
out] just before the plane crashed. 2 : to leave or escape a 
harmful or difficult situation ■ Most investors have bailed 
out [=(Brit) baled out] of the business. • They bailed out 
[=backed out] of the deal. 

- compare 2 bail 

baMiff /'beilaf/ noun, pi -lifts [count] 

1 US : an officer in a court of law who helps the judge con¬ 
trol the people in the courtroom 

2 Brit : someone hired by a sheriff to bring legal documents 
to people and to take away possessions when people cannot 
pay for them 

3 Brit: someone who manages the land and property of an¬ 
other person : steward 

bail-out /'beil,aut/ noun, pi -Olits [count ]: the act of saving 
or rescuing something (such as a business) from money 
problems • government bailouts of large corporations — see 
also bail out 2 at 2 bail 

bairn J'beim/ noun, pi bairns [count] Scotland : child ■ a 
wee bairn [=a small child] 

1 bait /'belt/ noun, pi baits : something (such as a piece of 
food) that is used to attract fish or animals so they can be 
caught [noncount] We always use live bait [=worms that are 
alive] when we fish. ■ cheese used for/as bait in mousetraps ■ 
Wait until the fish takes the bait, [count] a wide selection of 
lures and baits — often used figuratively ■ using bargains as 
bait for shoppers [=using bargains to attract shoppers] ■ The 
police waited for the bank robbers to take the bait. [=to be 
tricked into doing the thing that would cause them to be 
trapped or caught] ■ (chiefly Brit ) The interviewer kept ask¬ 


ing the politician whether he was lying, and he rose to the 
bait by getting angry. 
fish or cut bait see 2 fish 
2 bait verb baits; balt*ed; bait-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to put a piece of food on (a hook) or in (a trap) in order 
to attract and catch fish or animals • She baited the mouse¬ 
traps with pieces of cheese. = She used cheese to bait the 
traps.■ baiting hooks with live worms ■ a baited hook/trap 

2 : to try to make (someone) angry by using criticism or in¬ 
sults ■ The interviewer kept baiting the politician by asking 
him whether he was lying. — see also race-baiting 

3 : to use dogs to make (an animal, such as a bear or bull) 
angry or afraid — used in combination ■ bear -baiting ■ bull- 
baiting 

bait and switch noun [singular] US : a selling method in 
which a customer is attracted by the advertisement of a low- 
priced product but then is encouraged to buy a more expen¬ 
sive one 

bake /'beik/ verb bakes; baked; bak-ing 

1 a : to make (food, such as bread and cake) by preparing a 
dough, batter, etc., and cooking it in an oven using dry heat 
[+ obj] I baked you a cake. = I baked a cake for you. ■ freshly 
baked bread [=bread that was baked recently] [no obj] He 
likes to bake. - He enjoys baking. [=he likes making pies, 
muffins, cookies, etc.] b : to cook (food) in an oven using 
dry heat [+ obj] Bake [=roast] the chicken for 30 minutes. ■ 
baked potatoes ■ She wrapped the fish in foil and baked it for 
15 minutes, [no obj] — used in recipes ■ Wrap the fish in foil 
and bake for 15 minutes. C [no obj] : to be cooked in an 
oven ■ The turkey has been baking [=roasting\ for an hour. ■ 
How long has the cake been baking ? 

2 [+ obj] : to make (something, such as clay or mud) dry and 
hard by using heat ■ They baked the bricks in the sun. 

3 [no obj] : to be or become very hot ■ The streets were bak¬ 
ing in the afternoon heat. ■ We stood baking [^sweltering] un¬ 
der the hot desert sun. — see also half-baked 

— baking adj ■ We stood in the baking heat. ■ The streets 
were baking hot 

baked beans noun [plural] : beans that have been boiled 
and then baked usually in a sweet brown sauce 
bak-er /'beika 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : someone who bakes 
bread, cakes, etc. ■ I’m a very good baker. ■ She’s a successful 
baker who opened a chain of bakeries. • I got this bread fresh 
from the baker’s [=from the bakery] this morning, 
baker’s dozen noun [singular] old-fashioned : thirteen of 
something ■ a baker’s dozen of books [=thirteen books] 
bak-ery /'beikari/ noun, pi -er»ies [count] : a place where 
bread, cakes, cookies, and other baked foods are made or 
sold ■ They work at/in a bakery. 
bake sale noun, pi ~ sales [count] US : an event in which 
people try to earn money by selling baked foods (such as 
cookies and pies) ■ They organized a bake sale to raise mon¬ 
ey for the church. 



English muffin {US), 
muffin (Brit) 


croissant 


hot dog bun hamburger bun 
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baking powder • balcony 


baking powder noun [noncount] : a white powder that is 
used to make baked foods (such as cakes and breads) light 
and fluffy ■ The recipe calls for a teaspoon of baking powder. 

baking sheet noun, pi ~ sheets [count] : a flat piece of 
metal used for baking things (such as cookies and biscuits) in 
an oven — called also 0 chiefly US) cookie sheet ; see picture at 
KITCHEN 

baking soda noun [ noncount ]: a kind of salt that is used to 
make baked foods (such as cookies and breads) light and 
fluffy Baking soda is one of the ingredients in baking pow¬ 
der. — called also bicarb, bicarbonate of soda, sodium bicar¬ 
bonate 

baking tray noun, pi ~ trays [count] chiefly Brit : baking 
sheet 

bal-a-cla-va Abaeb'klcnva/ noun, pi -vas [count] : a warm 
hat that covers the head, neck, and most of the face 
1 balance /'baebns/ noun, pi -anc>es 

1 [noncount] a : the state of having your weight spread 
equally so that you do not fall ■ He held on to the rail for bal¬ 
ance. = He held on to the rail to keep/maintain his balance. - 
She had trouble keeping her balance as the boat rocked back 
and forth. ■ The skater suddenly lost his balance and fell. ■ 
Another skater bumped into him and knocked/threw him off 
balance. In figurative use, to knock/throw someone off 
balance or keep someone off balance is to make someone 
feel unsure about how to behave or what to expect. • He was 
surprised and thrown off balance by her strong personality. ■ 
The sudden change in the schedule knocked me off balance. ■ 
The author keeps her readers off balance by always changing 
the subject, b : the ability to move or to remain in a posi¬ 
tion without losing control or falling ■ Gymnasts need flexi¬ 
bility and balance. ■ She has a good sense of balance. 

2 [singular] : a state iif-which different things occur in equal 
or proper amounts or have an equal or proper amount of 
importance ■ To provide balance in her news stoiy, she inter¬ 
viewed members of both political parties. ■ Temperature 
changes could upset the delicate balance of life in the forest. 
■ To lose weight you need the proper/right balance of diet 
and exercise. ■ The food had a perfect balance of sweet and 
spicy flavors. ■ He needs to achieve/create/strike a better 
balance between his work life and his family life. [=he needs 
to spend less time at work and more time with his family] ■ 
He's trying to keep his work life and his family life in bal¬ 
ance. = He s trying to keep his work life in balance with his 
family life. [=he's trying to give a proper of amount of time 
and attention to both his work life and his family life] • It’s 
important to keep your life in balance. • His work life and his 
family life are out of balance. = His work life is out of bal¬ 
ance with his family life. ■ If these ingredients are out of bal¬ 
ance [=not used in good or correct amounts], the dish will 
not taste good. ■ The death of his wife threw/sent his life out 
ofbalance. 

3 a [count] : the amount of money in a bank account ■ He 
has a comfortable/healthy/hefty bank balance. [=he has 
plenty of money in the bank] ■ You must maintain a mini¬ 
mum balance of $l,0#() [=you must keep at least $1,000] in 
your bank account, b [count] : the amount of money that 
still needs to be paid • What are the unpaid balances on your 
credit cards? ■ The bill was $500 and we’ve received $4#0. so 
the balance (of the bill) is $100. c the balance : something 
that remains or is left over after other things have been done 
or used ■ We planned to stay there for the balance [=the rest, 
the remainder] of the summer. • Although the beginning is 
funny, the balance of the book is very serious. 

4 [count] : a device that measures weight and shows how 
heavy things are : scale — see also checks and balanc¬ 
es 

in the balance 4- If something (such as your future) hangs 
In the balance or is in the balance, it is not certain but will 
soon be known or decided. ■ Our future hangs in the bal¬ 
ance as we await their decision. [=our future depends on 
their decision; their decision will control our future] • With 
his job in the balance, he went to ask his boss for a raise. 
on balance : with all things considered : in general • The 
meeting went well on balance. • Although our lives are dif¬ 
ficult now. 1 believe that on balance we are becoming 
stronger people. 
tip the balance see *tip 
2 balance verb -ances; -anced; -ancdng 

l : to make (something, such as a plate or your body) steady 
by keeping weight equal on all sides [+ obj] — usually + on • 
The waiters balanced the food on large trays. ■ She learned to 


walk while balancing a book on her head. ■ Can you balance 
a spoon on your nose? [no obj] I find it difficult to balance 
on one foot. ■ He had trouble balancing on his skis. ■ He 
helped his daughter balance on her bicycle before she started 
peddling. — see also balancing act at 'act 

2 a [+ obj] : to adjust (an account or budget) so that the 
amount of money available is more than or equal to the 
amount of money that has been spent ■ The legislature is still 
trying to balance the state’s budget. ■ a balanced budget b 
: to check and make adjustments to financial records so that 
they are accurate [+ obj] He balances his checkbook every 
month. ■ The company hasn't done a good job balancing the 
books. [=keeping a record of the money it spends and earns] 
[no obj] Something's wrong; the books don’t balance. 

3 [+ obj] : to make (different or opposite things) equal in 
strength or importance ■ She’s able to balance her career 
with her family life. = She balances work and family. ■ The 
group is balanced between new and old members. [=the 
group had an equal number of new and old members] — see 
also balance out 2 (below) 

4 [+ obj] : to make (a different or opposite thing) less power¬ 
ful, noticeable, etc. ■ Serve black coffee to help balance the 
sweetness of the dessert. ■ His quickness will balance ^com¬ 
pensate for, make up for] the other fighter’s greater strength. 
• The movie’s serious subject matter is balanced [^offset] with 
humor. ■ His sadness was balanced by memories of happier 
days. — see also balance OUT 1 (below) 

5 [+ obj] : to think about (different things) and decide which 
is better or more important — usually + against or with • 
Their fears must be balanced [=weighed] against the need for 
change. ■ A national government must balance [= compare] 
the needs of individuals with/against the needs of the entire 
country. ■ They'll have to balance the risks with the rewards. 
[=theyll have to decide if the possible good results are worth 
the possible bad results] 

balance out [phrasal verb] 1 balance out (something) or 
balance (something) out : to make (a different or opposite 
thing) less powerful, noticeable, etc. ■ Serve black coffee to 
help balance out the sweetness of the dessert. ■ His quick¬ 
ness will balance out [compensate for, make up for] the 
other fighter’s greater strength. • The discount balances out 
the shipping charge. = The discount and the shipping 
charge balance each other out. [=the shipping charge and 
the discount together equal zeroj — see also ^balance 4 
(above) 2 : to be or become equal or even ■ The good 
times and the bad times balanced out [-evened out] in the 
end. — see also ^balance 3 (above) 
balance beam noun, pi ~ beams [count]: a thick bar of 
wood raised above the floor that is used in gymnastics for 
displays of balance 

bal-anced /■baelanst/ adj [more most ~]: having good or 
equal amounts of all the necessary parts of something ■ Most 
news articles gave a balanced [ =fair , unbiased] account of the 
event. • a balanced diet [=a diet having all the kinds of food 
needed to be healthy] ■ Every morning she eats a balanced 
breakfast of toast, yogurt, and a glass of orange juice. 
— opposite unbalanced 

balance of payments noun [singular] : the difference 
between the amount of money that a country spends and the 
amount it earns 

balance of power noun [singular] : a state or situation in 
which two countries or groups (such as two political parties) 
have equal amounts of power — usually used with the • 
Their party’s loss of two members shifted/tipped the balance 
of power in the legislature. A group that holds the balance 
of power is able to control what happens by choosing to sup¬ 
port either one of two larger groups that oppose each other, 
balance of trade noun [singular] : the difference between 
the amount of money that a country spends on its imports 
and the amount that it earns from its exports ■ Each nation 
tries to maintain a favorable balance of trade with other 
countries. [=they try to earn more from their exports than 
they spend on their imports] 

balance sheet noun, pi ~ sheets [count] : a statement 
that shows the financial condition of a company at a particu¬ 
lar time by listing the amount of money and property that 
the company has and the amount of money it owes 
bal-CO-ny /'bselkani/ noun, pi -nies [count] 

1 : a raised platform that is connected to the side of a build¬ 
ing and surrounded by a low wall or railing ■ We asked for a 
hotel room with a balcony. — see picture on next page 

2 : a floor or seating area above the main floor of a theater ■ 
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balcony 1 


Our seats are on/in the balcony. = We have balcony seats. 

— see picture at theater 
bald /'ba:ld/af#bald-er;-est 

la of a person : having no hair or 
very little hair on the head ■ a bald 
man • All of his uncles are complete¬ 
ly bald. • He’s already starting to go 
bald. [=to become bald] ■ He had 
gone completely bald by the age of 
30. b of a part of the body : not cov¬ 
ered with hair ■ He covered his bald 
head with a baseball cap. ■ There’s a 
bald spot on the top of his head. • 

There are bald patches in the cat’s 
fur. 

2 : not covered with trees and plants 
• a bald mountain top 

3 of a tire : having a flat and smooth 

surface because of age and use ■ an old car with bald tires 

4 : said or given in a very direct way without extra details or 
explanations ■ She repeated her bald assertion that her son 
was not guilty of the crime. • We need more than bald state¬ 
ments; we need evidence and proof. • the bald facts 

— compare bald-faced 

— bald-ly adv • She baldly asserted that her son was not 
guilty. ■ To put it baldly [=to say it in a harsh and honest 
way], I don’t like you. — bald»ness noun [noncount] ■ a 
medicine that treats baldness ■ I was surprised by the bald¬ 
ness of her assertion. 

bald eagle noun, pi ~ eagles [count] : a very large bird of 
North America that has a white head and white tail feathers 
The bald eagle is a symbol of the U.S. — see color picture 
on page C9 

bal-der-dash /'bailda^dsej/ noun [noncount] old-fashioned 
+ informal : foolish words or ideas : nonsense • Frankly, I 
think that’s absolute balderdash. [=baloney, hogwash] — 
sometimes used as an inteijection. ■ Balderdashl That’s not 
what happened! 

bald-faced /'baild'feist/ adj [more most ~] chiefly US 

1 : easy to see and understand as being bad ■ That’s a bald- 
faced [-barefaced, blatant] lie! 

2 : showing no guilt or shame : not hiding bad behavior ■ 
Don’t believe her. She’s a bald-faced [-barefaced, blatant] 
liar. 


bald-ing /'baildig/ adj : becoming bald ■ He wore a hat to 
cover his balding head. ■ a balding man 
1 bale /'bed/ noun, pi bales [count] : a large amount of a ma¬ 
terial (such as hay or wool) that is pressed together tightly 
and often tied or wrapped ■ a bale of cotton/paper 
2 bale verb bales; baled; bal-ing [+ obj] : to press together 
and tightly tie or wrap (something, such as hay or paper) into 
a bale — compare ’bale 

3 bale verb bales; baled; baling [+ obj] Brit : 3 bail 1 ■ We 
used a bucket to bale water out of the canoe. = We used a 
bucket to bale out the canoe. 

bale out [phrasal verb] Brit 1 : to jump out of an airplane 
with a parachute ■ The pilot baled out [=bailed out] just be¬ 
fore the plane crashed. 2 : to leave or escape a harmful or 
difficult situation ■ The investors baled out [=bailed out] of 
the business. ■ They baled out [= backed out] of the deal. 

- compare 2 bale 

bale-ful /'beilfal/ adj [more most ~]formal 

1 : threatening harm or evil • He turned and gave us a baleful 
[=sinister] glance/glare/look. 

2 : harmful or deadly • the baleful effects/consequences of 
water pollution 

— bale-fuMy adv ■ He stared balefully at his opponent, 
''balk also Brit baulk /'bark/ verb balks; balked; balkdng 

[no obj] 

1 : to suddenly show that you do not want to do something 
: to refuse to do what someone else wants you to do ■ If this 
witness balks [=refuses to cooperate in court], our lawyers 
will not have enough evidence to win the case. — often + at ■ 
The public balked at the President’s new tax plan. ■ He balks 
at sending his children to expensive private schools. [=he 
won’t send his children to expensive private schools] 

2 a of a horse, mule, etc. : to stop quickly and refuse to con¬ 
tinue going ■ The horse balked and would not jump the 
fence, b of an engine : to fail to work in the usual or expect¬ 
ed way ■ I turned the key, but the car’s engine balked, ^re¬ 
fused to start] 

3 baseball, of a pitcher : to stop suddenly after starting to 


throw a pitch : to commit a balk • The runner on third base 
tried to make the pitcher balk. 

2 balk noun, pi balks [count] baseball : an occurrence in 
which a pitcher stops suddenly or makes an illegal move¬ 
ment after starting to throw a pitch • He committed a balk. 
-0* A pitcher can only commit a balk if there is a runner on 
first base, second base, or third base. When a balk occurs, 
the runner is allowed to go to the next base, 
balky /'ba:ki/ adj balk*i*er; -est [also more most ~] 
chiefly US : not doing what is wanted or expected ■ Several 
balky [=stubbom] congressmen have refused to support the 
President’s tax plan. ■ a balky horse ■ a balky engine 
1 ball /'ba:l/ noun, pi balls 

1 [count] : a usually round object that is used in a game or 
sport or as a toy • a tennis/soccer ball ■ golf/billiard/bowling 
balls ■ a toy rubber ball ■ kick/throw/hit/catch/bounce/drib- 
ble the ball 

2 [count] : something that has a round shape ■ a ball of string 
■ She uses cotton balls to clean her face. ■ eating rice/melon 
balls 

3 [count] : a round bullet shot out of an old-fashioned gun 

4 [count] : the rounded part of the human foot that is at the 
bottom of the foot and behind the toes — usually plural ■ He 
stood on the balls of his feet. — see picture at foot 

5 informal + often offensive a [count] : testicle — usually 
plural • She kicked him in the balls, b balls [plural] : the 
courage that is needed to do something ■ You don’t have the/ 
enough balls [=guts, nerve] to fight me. c balls [plural] Brit 
: nonsense — often used as an interjection to express dis¬ 
approval or annoyance 

6 [count] a sports : a ball that is thrown or hit ■ She hit a 
high arching ball over the net. ■ I thought the ball [=serve] 
was good, but my opponent said it was out. — see also air 

BALL, CURVEBALL, FASTBALL, FLY BALL, GROUND BALL, 

fair ball at 'fair ,foul ball at 'foul b baseball : a pitch that 
does not go through the proper area and that the batter does 
not swing at ■ The first pitch was a ball but the next two 
pitches were strikes. 

carry the ball US, informal : to have the responsibility for 
doing something ■ No one else is available to make the ar¬ 
rangements, so it’s up to you to carry the ball. 

ball 



golf ball tennis ball 



cricket ball 


baseball 




soccer ball {US), 
football (Brit) 
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drop the ball US, informal : to make a mistake especially by 
not doing something important • I think the mayor 
dropped the ball by not hiring more police officers. 
get/set/start the ball rolling informal: to begin an activity 
or process ■ She tried to get the ball rolling by asking him a 
few questions. 

keep the ball rolling informal : to cause an activity or pro¬ 
cess to continue • I’ve started the preparations for the par¬ 
ty, but it’s up to you to keep the ball rolling, 
keep your eye on the ball informal : to continue thinking 
about or giving attention to something important that you 
want to do or achieve • She really needs to keep her eye on 
the ball (=stay focused] if she wants to win the election. 
on the ball informal: mentally prepared : aware of what is 
happening and ready to do what is needed or wanted ■ 
With so many intelligent students, the teacher must always 
be on the ball. ■ Their lawyer was really on the ball, 
play ball 1 : to begin or continue to play a game with a ball 
(such as baseball) ■ “Let’s play balll ” shouted the umpire. ■ 
We went outside to play some ball. 2 : to do what other 
people want you to do : to cooperate or work with other 
people ■ He refused to play ball with the police. 
the ball is in your court If the ball is in your court, you 
are the person who is expected or required to do some¬ 
thing. ■ What do you think we should do now? The ball is 
in your court. ■ She’s waiting for the ball to be in her court. 

— compare 3 ball 

2 ball verb balls; balled; balMng [+ obj\ : to form (some¬ 
thing) into a ball ■ I stood up quickly and balled my hands 
into fists. ■ He balled the letter in his hands and threw it in 
the trash. — often + up • He balled up the letter and threw it 
in the trash. "His clothes were balled up on the floor. ■ She 
lay in bed balled up [=curled up] under the blankets. 

3 ball noun,pi balls [count]: a large formal party for dancing ■ 
Cinderella went to the ball and danced with the prince. • 
They were invited to the governor’s ball, 
have a ball informal : to have fun : to spend time in a very 
enjoyable way ■ Everyone had a ball at the party. 

- compare 1 ball 

baMad /'bzelsd/ noun, pi -lads [count] 

1 : a slow popular song that is typically about love 

2 : a kind of poem or song that tells a story (such as a story 
about a famous person from history) ■ a ballad about King 
Arthur 

ball and Chain noun [singular 1 : something that limits 
someone’s freedom or ability to do things ■ Drugs are a ball 
and chain for many people. ■ ( old-fashioned ) He referred to 
his wife as “the ball and chain." 

bal-last /'bzelsst/ noun [noncount] : heavy material (such as 
rocks or water) that is put on a ship to make it steady or on a 
balloon to control its height in the air — often used figura¬ 
tively ■ His wife provided the ballast he needed in times of 
stress. l=his wife helped to keep him steady/stable in times of 
stress] 


ball bearing noun, pi ~ -ings 

[count] 

1 : a part of a machine in which an¬ 
other part (such as a metal pole) 
turns easily & A ball bearing is 
made up of several small metal balls 
that fit between two metal rings. 

2 : one of the balls in a ball bearing 
ball boy noun, pi ~ boys [count] 

: a boy who picks up balls that go 
out of play during a game in tennis, 
baseball, etc. 

baMe-ri-na /ibsela'riina/ noun, pi 
-nas [count] : a woman who is a 
ballet dancer — see also prima 
BALLERINA 
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baMet /bse'lei, 'bze.lei/ noun, pi bal-lets 

1 [noncount] : a kind of dancing that is performed on a stage 
and that uses dance, music, costumes, and scenery to tell a 
story ■ She does tap dancing and ballet. • a performance of 
ballet — often used before another noun ■ a ballet perfor¬ 
mance ■ He’s taking ballet lessons. ■ a ballet dancer ■ ballet 
shoes 

2 : a show in which ballet is performed [count] We are going 
to a ballet tonight. • This is one of my favorite ballets, [non¬ 
count] We enjoy going to the ballet. [=we enjoy going to bal¬ 
let performances] 

3 [count] : a group of dancers who perform ballets together 


— often used in names ■ the Royal Ballet ■ the New York 
City Ballet 

— baMet-ic /bce'letik/ adj [more — / most ~] ■ balletic 
[-graceful] movements ■ She moved with balletic grace. 

ball game noun, pi ~ games [count] 

1 : any game that is played with a ball • He was popular be¬ 
cause he was good at ball games. 

2 US : a baseball game ■ Dad took us to a ball game. • watch¬ 
ing a ball game on TV 

3 informal — used in phrases like a whole new ball game 
and a different ball game to describe a situation or activity 
that has changed ■ The sport of car racing is a whole new ball 
game. ■ Raising children is a different ball game now. 

ball girl noun, pi ~ girls [count] : a girl who picks up balls 
that go out of play during a game in tennis, baseball, etc. 
baMiS-tiC /bs'listik/ adj 

go ballistic informal 1 : to become very angry ■ Dad went 
ballistic when he saw the dent in his car. 2 US : to be¬ 
come very excited ■ The crowd was going ballistic. [=going 
wild] 

ballistic missile noun, pi ~ -siles [count] : a weapon that 
is shot through the sky over a great distance and then falls to 
the ground and explodes ■ an intercontinental ballistic missile 
bal-liS-tiCS /ba'listiks/ noun [plural] : the science that stud¬ 
ies the movement of objects (such as bullets or rockets) that 
are shot or forced to move forward through the air 
ball Of fire noun, pi balls of fire [count] chiefly US, infor¬ 
mal : a person who is very active and has a lot of energy ■ 
That guy is a real ball of fire. 
ball Of wax noun [singular] US, informal 

1 : a situation or set of conditions ■ He’s a good amateur, but 
playing basketball at the professional level is an entirely dif¬ 
ferent ball of wax. [=an entirely different thing] 

2 : a collection of items or objects • He won the car, the fur¬ 
niture, and the tropical vacation—the whole ball of wax', 
[^everything] 

1 baMoon /bs'lu.n/ noun, pi -loons [count] 

1 : a thin usually rubber bag that becomes larger when it is 
filled with air or gas ■ I blew up a balloon but then it burst. ■ 
brightly colored balloons and other party decorations — see 
also HOT-AIR BALLOON, TRIAL BALLOON 

2 : a picture or space in a cartoon that contains words that 
are spoken or thought by a character 

go over like a lead balloon (US) or Brit go down like a 
lead balloon informal, of a joke, suggestion, etc. : to fail 
completely ■ He told a joke about his mother-in-law and it 
went over like a lead balloon. |=no one laughed at the joke] ■ 
My suggestion went over like a lead balloon. I=no one liked 
my suggestion] 

2 balloon verb -loons; -looned; -looming [no obj] : to be¬ 
come bigger quickly ■ Their credit card debt ballooned to 
more than $5,000. ■ His weight ballooned to 300 pounds. = 
He ballooned to 300 pounds. • the ballooning costs of educa¬ 
tion ■ ballooning weight 

baMoorving /bs'luinig/ noun [noncount] : the activity or 
sport of riding in a hot air balloon ■ She’s always wanted to 
go ballooning. 

— baMoon-ist /bs'luimst/ noun, pi -ists [count] ■ an experi¬ 
enced balloonist I=a person who goes ballooning] 

balloon payment noun, pi ~ -ments [count] US : a final 
payment that is much larger than any earlier payment made 
on a debt ■ They agreed to pay $1,000 a year for five years 
and then make a balloon payment of $50,000 at the end of 
the term. 

1 baMot /'bielst/ noun, pi -lots 

1 [count] : a ticket or piece of paper used to vote in an elec¬ 
tion ■ a paper ballot = (Brit) a ballot paper ■ The issue was on 
the ballot in November. [=people voted to support or oppose 
the issue in the November election] ■ I cast my ballot [=voted] 
for the new candidate. — see also absentee ballot 

2 : a process that allows people to vote in secret so that other 
people cannot see their votes [count] They cast their votes in 
a secret ballot, [noncount] She was elected by secret ballot. 

3 [noncount] a : the total number of votes in an election ■ 
He won 65 percent of the ballot. [=vote] b : an election ■ He 
claims that his opponent won by rigging the ballot. [=by rig¬ 
ging the election; by dishonestly controlling the results of the 
election] 

2 ballot verb -lots; -lot«ed; -lotting [+ obj] chiefly Brit: to ask 
(people) to decide something by voting — usually used as 
(be) balloted ■ Union members were balloted [=polled] about 
whether to accept the company's offer. 
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ballot box noun, pi ~ boxes 

1 [i count ] : a box that holds the ballots used for voting in an 
election 

2 [singular] : an act of voting using secret ballots ■ He’ll never 
be able to win at the ballot box. (=in an election] 

stuff the ballot box US : to vote more than once in an elec¬ 
tion in order to help someone win ■ Fans stuffed the ballot 
box for their favorite players. 

bal-lot-ing noun [noncount ] : an act or process of voting ■ 
The balloting [= election . voting] will not be secret. ■ the ballot¬ 
ing for class president 

1 ball-park /'ba:l,pa 0 -k/ noun, pi -parks [count] : a park in 
which baseball games are played : a baseball park or stadi¬ 
um ■ hit a home run out of the ballpark 
in the ballpark informal: close to the correct or exact num¬ 
ber, price, etc. ■ My first guess wasn’t even in the ballpark. 
[=it was not close to being correct] • An offer of $5,000 
would be in the (right) ballpark for this car. [=this car is 
worth about $5,000] 

2 ballpark adj, always used before a noun : not exact but close 
in number or amount: approximately correct ■ She gave us 
a ballpark price of $5,000. [=she said it could cost about 
$5,000] ■ We don’t know exactly how many people live in this 
city, but a ballpark figure/estimate would be about two mil¬ 
lion. 

ball-play-er / , ba:l,pleja‘/ noun, pi -ers [count] US : a base¬ 
ball player ■ big-league ballplayers 
bail-point pen /'bail,point-/ noun, pi ~ pens [count] : a 
pen whose tip is a small metal ball that rolls on a writing sur¬ 
face — called also ballpoint ; see picture at OFFICE 
ball-room /'ba:l,ru:m/ noun, pi -rooms [count] : a large 
room used for dances 

ballroom dancing noun [noncount] : a style of dancing in 
which couples hold each other and use set moves to perform 
different kinds of formal dances (such as the polka, the tan¬ 
go, or the waltz) 

— ballroom dance noun, pi — dances [count] • The waltz 
is a kind of ballroom dance. 
balls /'bail z/verb balls-es; ballsed; balls-ing 
balls up [phrasal verb] balls (something) up or balls up 
(something) Brit slang, sometimes offensive : to make mis¬ 
takes in doing or making something ■ He ballsed up 
[=fouled up. messed up] everything and never got anything 
right. — see also balls-up 

balls—Up /'ba:lz,Ap/ noun, pi -Ups [count] Brit slang, some¬ 
times offensive : a problem caused by mistakes or careless¬ 
ness ■ He made a balls-up [=made a mess] of everything and 
never got anything right. — see also balls up at balls 
ball-sy /'barlzi/ adj ball-si-er; -est informal, sometimes of¬ 
fensive : very tough or brave • That was a ballsy [=gutsy, 
nervy] thing to say! ■ She’s quite a ballsy lawyer. • a ballsy at¬ 
tempt to sneak out of the house 
bal-ly-hoo /'b 2 eli,hu:/ noun [noncount] informal : talk or 
writing that is designed to get people excited or interested in 
something • Despite all of the ballyhoo [=hype], the group’s 
new album is terrible. 

-ballyhoo verb -hoos; -hooed; -hoo-ing [+ obj] • a 
much bally hooed new album 
balm /'ba:m/ noun, pi balms 

1 [count, noncount] : an oily substance that has a pleasant 
smell and that is used for healing, smoothing, or protecting 
the skin 

2 [singular] : something that gives comfort or support ■ Art 
can be a balm to the soul. • She shows that laughter is a balm 
for difficult times. 

balmy /'ba:mi/ adj balm-i-er; -est 

1 of air, weather, etc. : warm, calm, and pleasant ■ balmy 
[=mild] summer air ■ a balmy evening 

2 chiefly US, informal : crazy or foolish ■ a balmy [=(Brit) 
barmy] idea that no one look seriously 

ba-lo-ney /ba'louni/ noun [noncount] 

1 informal : foolish words or ideas : nonsense ■ Don’t be¬ 
lieve all of that baloney. ■ He's been telling you a bunch/load 
of baloney. \=hogwash. balderdash] — sometimes used as an 
inteijection. ■ Baloney ! You’ve never been to the North Pole. 

2 US : bologna ■ a baloney sandwich 

bal-sa /'barlsa/ noun [noncount] : the very light wood of a 
tropical American tree 

bal-sam /'bailsam/ noun [noncount] : an oily substance with 
a pleasant smell that comes from different kinds of plants 
balsam fir noun, pi ~ firs [count] : a small American ever¬ 
green tree 


bal-sam-ic vinegar /bal'sseinik-/ noun [noncount] : a 
type of Italian vinegar that has a dark color and a sweet taste 
bal-US-ter ^bselasta 1 / noun, pi -ters [count] : a short post 
that helps support a rail in a balustrade or similar structure 
bal-US-trade /'b2el9,streid/ noun, pi -trades [count] : a 
kind of low wall that is placed at the sides of staircases, 
bridges, etc., and that is made of a row of short posts topped 
by a long rail 

bam /'bsem/ noun.pl bams [count] informal: a sudden loud 
noise ■ We heard a loud bam. — often used as an interjection 
to show that something has hit something or has happened 
suddenly ■ I was driving along when, bam , I hit a pothole. ■ 
Everything was fine, and then bam, the electricity went out. 
bam-bOO /baen^bu:/ noun, pi -boos : a tall plant with hard 
hollow stems that are used for building and to make furni¬ 
ture, tools, etc. [noncount] Bamboo grows in the grove near 
the house, [count] We cut down some bamboos. 

— bamboo adj ■ The house is full of bamboo furniture. ■ 
The recipe is prepared with bamboo shoots. [=young bam¬ 
boo plants] 

bam-boo-zle /bsem'buizal/ verb -boo-zles; -boo-zled; 
-boo-zling [+ obj] informal: to trick or confuse (someone) ■ 
The salesperson bamboozled [= deceived] us into getting a 
more expensive item than we had planned to buy. ■ The 
quarterback was thoroughly bamboozled [=confused] by the 
defense. 

1 ban /'bsen/ verb bans; banned; ban.ning [+ obj] 

1 : to forbid people from using (something) : to say that 
something cannot be used or done ■ The school banned that 
book for many years. ■ The city has banned smoking in all 
public buildings. • The drug was banned a decade ago. ■ The 
use of cell phones is banned in the restaurant. 

2 ; to forbid (someone) from doing or being part of some¬ 
thing — usually + from ■ They banned [=barred] him from 
entering the building. = He was banned from entering the 
building. ■ She was banned from the team because of drug 
use. 

2 ban noun.pl bans [count] : an official rule saying that people 
are not allowed to use or do something ■ The city has im¬ 
posed a smoking ban in all public buildings. — often + on • 
She challenged the ban on smoking. • They lifted the ban on 
the drug. 

ba-nal /ba'nsel, ba'na:!, 'beinal/ adj [more most ~] : bor¬ 
ing or ordinary : not interesting • He made some banal re¬ 
marks about the weather. ■ The writing was banal but the 
stoiy was good. 

ba-nal-i-ty /ba'nselati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [count] : something that is boring or ordinary ■ The trip of¬ 
fers an escape from the banalities of daily life.; especially : an 
uninteresting statement : a banal remark ■ We exchanged 
banalities about the weather. 

2 [noncount] : the quality of being ordinary or banal ■ The 
writing never rose above banality. 

ba-nana /ba'nsena, Brit ba'narna/ noun, pi -nan-as [count, 
noncount] : a long curved fruit with a thick peel that is yel¬ 
low when it is ripe • a bunch of bananas • peel a banana ■ 
( US) a banana peel = (Brit) a banana skin <- In British En¬ 
glish banana skin is used figuratively to describe a foolish or 
embarrassing mistake or failure. ■ a director who has slipped 
on a banana skin [=who has failed in an embarrassing way] 
in her latest film — see color picture on page C5; see also 
SECOND BANANA 

banana republic noun, pi ~ -lies [count] disapproving + 
sometimes offensive : a small, weak country usually in a trop¬ 
ical area 

ba-nan-as /ba'nsenaz, Brit ba'nainaz/ adj, not used before a 
noun, informal: CRAZY ■ If you ask me, that guy is bananas. 
[=nuts] ■ You’re driving me bananas [=driving me crazy] with 
all those questions. ■ All the noise drove me bananas, 
go bananas informal : to become very excited or angry ■ 
The crowd went bananas [=went crazy] when the concert 
began. 

banana split noun, pi ~ splits [count] : a dessert made 
with ice cream served on a sliced banana and usually cov¬ 
ered with sweet sauces, fruits, nuts, and whipped cream 
1 band /'bsend/ noun, pi bands [count] 

1 : a usually small group of musicians who play popular mu¬ 
sic together ■ The band’s drummer is also the lead singer. ■ a 
rock-and-roll band • a jazz band — compare orchestra; 
see also bio band, brass band, garage band, march¬ 
ing BAND, ONE-MAN BAND 

2 : a group of people or animals ■ A band of scientists ques- 
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tioned the theory. • She photographed a band of gorillas. ■ a 
band of hunters from the tribe 

3 : a flat, straight piece of material (such as plastic or metal) 
that forms a circle around something ■ A band of plastic 
holds the lid on the container. • They placed a metal band 
with an identification number on the bird’s leg. • She lost her 
wedding band. [=wedding ring ] — see also armband, rub* 

BER BAND, SWEATBAND, WAISTBAND 

4 : a strip of something that is different from what is around 
it : a thick line • The bird has black bands above its eyes. • 
The dress has an embroidered band at the hem. — often + of 
• There is a band of white near the hem of the dress. ■ A band 
of thunderstorms crossed the area late last night. • They left a 
narrow band of grass growing near the street. 

5 technical : a range of frequencies over which radio signals 
are broadcast • The radio station broadcasts on the AM 
band. 

6 Brit : a range or group between a lower and an upper limit 
: bracket • People in younger age bands may be in higher 
or lower tax bands. 

to beat the band US, informal : in a very forceful or obvi¬ 
ous way • He was snoring to beat the band. [=he was snor¬ 
ing veiy loudly] 

2 band verb bands; band-ed; band-ing 

band together [phrasal verb] : to form a group in order to 
do or achieve something • They banded together for protec¬ 
tion. • If we band together, we can meet the deadline. 
1 ban*dage /'baenditfe/ noun, pi 
-dag-es [count] : a covering (such 
as a strip of cloth) that protects or 
supports part of the body that has 
been hurt ■ He wrapped a bandage 
around his knee. ■ She put a ban¬ 
dage on/over the cut. 

2 bandage verb -dag*es; -daged; 

-dag-lng [+ obj] : to cover or wrap 
(something) with a bandage ■ She 
bandaged (up) their wounds. ■ He 
arrived with a bandaged ankle. 

1 Band—Aid /'baend'eid/ trademark 

— used for a small bandage 
2 Band-Aid ad], always used before a noun, disapproving 

: able to help or improve something only for a short period 
of time • a Band-Aid solution to the problem 
ban*dan*na also ban-dana /bsn'dsna/ noun, pi -dan- 
nas also -dan*as [count] : a square piece of cloth that is 
used as a head covering or worn around the neck 
B and B noun, pi B and Bs [count] : bed-and-breakfast 
■ We stayed at a nice B and B near the beach. 
band*ed /'bsendad/ ad] : having or marked by narrow strips 
of different color : having or marked by bands • a hawk with 
a banded tail ■ a banded rock 

ban-dit /'baendat J noun, pi -dits [count] : a criminal who at¬ 
tacks and steals from travelers and who is often a member of 
a group of criminals ■ They were two of the most famous 
bandits [= outlaws, robbers] of the 19th century. — see also 

ONE-ARMED BANDIT 

— ban*dit*ry /'baendatri/ noun [noncount] ■ They were 
charged with banditry and smuggling. 

band*lead*er /■baendjlkda 1 / noun, pi -ers [count]: a person 
who leads a band of musicians; especially : the leader of a 
band that plays jazz or dance music 
band*mas*ter /■baendjmaestas Brit 'baend,ma:st3/ noun, pi 
-ers [count] : bandleader; especially : the leader of a 
brass band or a military band 

ban-do-lier or ban*do«leer /^acnda'lij/noun, pi -tiers or 
-leers [count] : a belt that is worn over the shoulder and 
across the body and that holds bullets 
band saw noun, pi ~ saws [count]: a type of powered saw 
that is used especially for making curved cuts in wood 
bands-man /'baendzman/ noun, pi -men [count] : a musi¬ 
cian who plays in a brass band or military band 
band*Stand /'baend,staend/ noun, pi -stands [count] 

1 : a covered outdoor platform on which a band or orches¬ 
tra plays 

2US m . a raised indoor platform on which a band or orches¬ 
tra plays 

band*wag*on /■baend,waeg3n/ noun, pi -ons [count] : a 
popular activity, effort, cause, etc., that attracts growing 
support — usually singular • trying to get/keep a political 
bandwagon rolling ■ Local leaders jumped on the bandwagon 
in support of the legislation. • Many companies are getting / 


climbing on the bandwagon and offering flexible schedules 
to their employees. 

band'Width /'baend,wid0/ noun, pi -widths technical : a 
measurement of the ability of an electronic communications 
device or system (such as a computer network) to send and 
receive information [count] The modem has a bandwidth of 
56 kilobits per second, [noncount] Graphics use more band¬ 
width than text does. 

ban-dy /'baendi/ verb -dies; -died; -dy-ing 
bandy about also bandy around [phrasal verb] bandy 
(something) about/around or bandy about/around (some¬ 
thing) : to discuss or mention (something) in a casual or in¬ 
formal way ■ The candidate hasn't chosen a running mate 
yet, but some names have been bandied about. • The idea 
had been bandied about several years earlier. 
bandy words old-fashioned : to say angry words in an argu¬ 
ment : argue ■ I don’t want to bandy words with you. 

bane /'bein/ noun [singular] : a cause of trouble, annoyance, 
or unhappiness — usually used in the phrase the bane of ■ 
The ugly school uniforms were the bane of the students’ 
lives. ■ She was the bane of my existence. [=she made my life 
very unhappy, difficult, etc.] 

bane-fill /'bemfal/ adj, formal + literary : causing destruc¬ 
tion or serious damage : bad or evil • The legislation could 
have a baneful effect on the poor. ■ the baneful consequences 
of war 

1 bang /'baeri/ verb bangs; banged; bang-ing 

1 a[+ obj] : to cause or allow (something, such as part of 
your body) to hit something in a way that makes a loud noise 
■ He accidentally banged his knee against the door. ■ He 
banged [-bumped, struck] his head getting out of the car. ■ 
She fell and banged her elbow. • She banged her fist on the 
table. ■ He banged his empty glass on the counter, b : to hit 
(something or someone) in a way that makes a loud noise [+ 
obj] His knee accidentally banged the door. ■ The chair fell 
over and banged the wall, [no obj] — usually + into or 
against • His knee accidentally banged into the door. ■ I 
thought the door was open and banged [= bumped] right into 
it. ■ The bird banged into/against the window. • One of the 
other players banged into her, knocking her to the ground. 

2 : to use your hand or a tool to beat or hit (something) in a 
way that makes a loud noise [+ obj] He banged the drum. ■ 
She banged the table with her fist, [no obj] — + on • He 
banged on the drum. ■ She banged on the table. ■ Who is 
banging [=pounding] on the door? — see also bang the drum 
for at ‘drum 

3 [no obj] : to make a sudden loud noise • I could hear the 
screen door bang [=slam] as he left. • The window suddenly 
banged shut. • The pipes banged as the heat came on. 

4 [+ obj] informal + offensive : to have sex with (someone) 
bang away [phrasal verb] US, informal : to work hard at 

something • We have to keep banging away if we want to 
finish on time. — often + at • The students are banging 
away at their homework. 

bang heads together informal : to use angry or forceful 
methods to control or punish people ■ I am going to go in 
there and bang their heads together if they don’t start be¬ 
having. 

bang on about [phrasal verb] bang on about (something) 
Brit, informal : to talk about (something) repeatedly or for 
a long time ■ She’s always banging on about [=going on 
about] the importance of a good diet. 
bang out [phrasal verb] bang out (something) or bang 
(something) out informal 1 : to produce (something) 
quickly ■ He banged out the speech in just a few hours. ■ 
The two sides are trying to bang out an agreement. 2 : to 
play (a song, melody, etc.) loudly on a piano ■ She careless¬ 
ly banged out a few melodies on the piano. 
bang up [phrasal verb] 1 bang up (something or someone) 
or bang (something or someone) up US, informal : to in¬ 
jure or damage (something or someone) • She banged up 
[=hurt] her knee. ■ He banged up the car. ■ He was pretty 
badly banged up [= injured] in the accident. 2 bang up 
(someone) or bang (someone) up Brit slang : to put (some¬ 
one) in prison ■ He got banged up [blocked up] for robbery. 
2 bang noun, pi bangs 

1 a [count]: a sudden loud noise • I heard a loud bang. ■ The 
door slammed shut with a bang, b — used as an inteijec- 
tion to imitate a loud noise (such as the sound of a gun being 
fired) - “Bang, bang ! You’re dead.” ^ In British English the 
informal phrase bang goes is used when you are saying that 
something you wanted or planned has become impossible. • 
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The airport closed and bang went our holiday plans! [=our 
holiday plans were ruined because the airport closed] 

2 [count] : a hard hit or blow ■ She got a nasty bang [=bump] 
on her head. 

bang for the buck also bang for your buck US, informal 
— used to describe how much value is received when 
money is spent • This restaurant offers people the most 
bang for the buck. [=offers more than other restaurants for 
the same price] ■ He claims that the new stadium offers 
taxpayers too little bang for the buck. [=that the new stadi¬ 
um is not worth the tax money that is being spent on it] 
get a bang out of US. informal : to enjoy (something) very 
much ■ You'll get a hangout o/l=you’ll like] this story. ■ She 
got a hangout of [-got a kick out of] watching her grandson 
at the beach. 

with a bang : in a sudden and exciting way ■ The movie be- 
gins/starts with a bang and never slows down. 

3 bang adv, Brit, informal : exactly or directly ■ There it was— 
bang [=right] in front of us! ■ The show began bang on time. 

— see also bang to rights at ’right 

bang on Brit, informal : exactly right ■ His explanation was 
bang on. [ =spot-on] 

bang*er /'basrja 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] Brit, informal 

1 : sausage ■ We ordered bangers and mash. [=sausages 
and mashed potatoes] 

2 ; FIRECRACKER 

3 : an old car that is in poor condition : jalopy 
ban*gle /'baerjgal/ noun, pi ban-gles [count] : a large stiff 

ring that is worn as jewelry around the arm, wrist, or ankle ■ 
She wore plastic bangles on both wrists. — see color picture 
on page C11 

bangs /'bcerjz/ noun [plural] US : the front section of a per¬ 
son’s hair when it is cut short and worn over the forehead ■ 
She wears her hair in bangs. = She has bangs. ■ She pushed 
her bangs off her forehead. — called also {Brit) fringe ; see 
picture at hair 

bang—Up /'baerj|Ap/ adj, always used before a noun, US, in¬ 
formal : very good or excellent ■ We had a bang-up [-fine, 
first-rate] time at the party. ■ She did a bang-up job on/with 
the presentation. 

ban-ish /■baenij'/ verb -ish-es; -ished; -ish-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to force (someone) to leave a country as punishment 
: exile ■ He was banished for life. ■ The dictator banished 
anyone who opposed him. 

2 : to send (someone or something) away — often + from or 
to ■ He was banished from court. ■ They want to banish her 
from the sport. ■ She banished the dogs to the basement dur¬ 
ing the party. ■ The reporters were banished to another room. 

3 : to cause (something) to go away : to get rid of (some¬ 
thing) ■ His assurances banished [== alleviated] our fears. ■ She 
tried to banish all thoughts of him from her mind. [=she tried 
not to think about him] ■ They banished [eliminated] red 
meat from their diet. 

— ban*ish*ment /'basm/mant/ noun [noncount] 
ban-is-ter also ban-nis-ter /'basnasta 1 / noun, pi -ters 

[count] : a structure like a fence with a bar on top that is 
built along the side of a set of stairs * The children love to 
slide down the banister. ■ She held the banister tightly. — 
sometimes plural in British English ■ She held the banisters 
tightly. 

ban-jo /'baencfeou/ noun, pi -jos [count] : a musical instru¬ 
ment like a small guitar with a round body, a long neck, and 
four or five strings ■ I’m learning to play the banjo. = {US) 
I’m learning to play banjo. ■ a banjo player 
1 bank /'baeqk/ noun, pi banks [count] 

1 : a business where people keep their money, borrow mon¬ 
ey, etc., or the building where such a business operates ■ Our 
paychecks are deposited in/into the bank automatically. ■ 
How much money do you have in the bank ? ■ My cousin 
works in/at a bank. ■ I have to go to the bank today. — often 
used before another noun ■ bank customers • How much 
money do you have in your bank account? — see also sav¬ 
ings BANK 

2 : a small closed container in which money is saved ■ She 
saves all her change in a small bank on her desk. — see also 

PIGGY BANK 

3 : a place where a particular thing is stored until it is needed 
■ information stored in a computer’s memory banks — see 
also BLOOD BANK, SPERM BANK 

break the bank : to be very expensive or too expensive : to 
cost a lot of money — usually used in negative statements ■ 
Buy a car that’s dependable but won’t break the bank. 


laugh all the way to the bank see 'laugh 

- compare 3 bank, 5 bank 

2 bank verb banks; banked; bank-ing 

1 [no obj]: to have money in a bank : to use the services of a 
bank ■ We bank locally. • Where do you bank ? [=which bank 
do you use?] 

2 [+ obj] : to put (something, such as money) in a bank ■ 
bank a check 

bank on [phrasal verb] bank on (something) : to feel confi¬ 
dent or sure about (something) ■ We’re banking on [= count¬ 
ing on] fair weather for the trip. ■ She may support us, but 
don’t bank on [=rely on, depend on] it. 

- compare 4 bank 
3 bank noun, pi banks [count] 

1 : the higher ground that is along the edge of a river, 
stream, etc. ■ We sat on the bank of the river [=on the river- 
bank] to watch the boats. ■ The stream overflowed its banks. 

2 a : a steep slope : the side of a hill ■ We planted bushes all 
along the bank in front of the house. ■ They climbed a steep 
bank to get to the terrace. — see also sandbank b : a 
small hill that is built next to a road along a curve in order to 
make driving on that section of road safer 

3 : a thick mass of clouds or fog ■ a fog bank ■ A bank of 
dark clouds entered the region. — see also snowbank 
- compare 'bank, 5 bank 

4 bank verb banks; banked; banking 

1 : to cause (something, such as an airplane) to tilt or lean to 
one side when turning [+ obj] The pilot banked the plane (to 
the right/left) and then leveled it out to land, [no obj] The 
pilot/plane banked (right/left) and then leveled out to land. ■ 
The motorcycle banked steeply as it went around the curve. 

2 [+ obj] US : to cause (something, such as a ball) to bounce 
off a surface ■ The basketball player banked the ball off the 
backboard. 

3 (+ obj] : to form (something) into a pile — often + up • 
banking sand up along the river to prevent flooding 

4 [+ obj]: to cover (a fire) with fresh fuel in order to make it 
continue to bum — often + up ■ bank up a campfire 

- compare 2 bank 

5 bank noun, pi banks [count] : a group or series of objects 
that are arranged close together in a row — usually + of ■ 
There is a bank of vending machines in the basement. ■ Sev¬ 
eral banks of lights hung above the stage. ■ a bank of file cab¬ 
inets — compare 'bank, ’bank 
bank-able /'basijkabal/ adj [more most ~] : certain to 
make a profit — used of people in the movie business ■ a 
bankable director [=a director who makes movies that earn a 
profit] • She is one of Hollywood’s most bankable stars. (=if 
she is in a movie, the movie will make money] 
bank-book /'ba 2 Qk,bok/ noun, pi -books [count] : a book 
in which a bank customer keeps a record of the money add¬ 
ed to and taken from a bank account — called also passbook 
bank card /'b£er)k,kaad/ noun, pi cards [count] 

1 US : a card (such as a credit card or debit card) that you 
get from your bank and that you use to pay for things or to 
get money from an ATM 

2 Brit : CHEQUE CARD 

bank draft noun, pi +•* drafts [count] : a check from one 
bank to another bank for money to be paid to a particular 
person or organization 4- In order to write a bank draft to 
another bank, a bank must have money in an account at that 
bank. 

bank-er /'baegka/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who owns 
a bank or who has an important job in a bank 
banker’s card noun, pi ~~ cards [count] Brit : cheque 
card 

bank holiday noun, pi ~~ -days [count] Brit : legal hol¬ 
iday 

banking noun [noncount ]: the business of operating a bank 
■ They are both in banking. • He chose banking as a career. ■ 
the banking industry 

banknote noun, pi -notes [count ]: a piece of paper money 
: NOTE ■ a $10 banknote 

bank rate noun, pi ~~ rates [count] ; the rate of interest that 
is charged by the banks in a particular country The bank 
rate is set by a country’s main bank. 

1 bank-roll /'bcerjkjroul/ verb -rolls; -rolled; -rol-ling f+ obj] 
chiefly US, informal : to supply money for (a business, 
project, person, etc.) ■ His parents bankrolled [=paidfor] his 
college education. ■ The company is bankrolling [-financing] 
the film. 

2 bankroll noun [singular] chiefly US : a supply of money ■ 
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They started the business with a fairly small bankroll. 

1 bankrupt /'basqk.rApt/ adj 

1 : unable to pay debts • a bankrupt company ■ The lawsuit 
could leave them bankrupt. ■ The company went bankrupt. 
[=became unable to pay its debts] 

2 — used to say that someone or something completely 
lacks a good or desired quality ■ After 10 years in a bad mar¬ 
riage, she was bankrupt emotionally. [=empty of emotions; 
not able to feel emotions] ■ a morally bankrupt politician [=an 
immoral politician; a politician who has no morals] 

2 bankrupt verb -rupts; -rupt*ed; -rupt-ing [+ obj] : to 
cause (a person, business, etc.) to be unable to pay debts : to 
make (someone or something) bankrupt ■ Several risky deals 
bankrupted the company. 

3 bankrupt noun, pi -rupts [count] : a person, business, etc., 
that is unable to pay debts • As a lawyer, she specialized in 
working with bankrupts. 
bank*rupt*Cy /'bsegk^Aptsi/ noun, pi -cies 

1 a [ noncount ] : the condition of being bankrupt : a condi¬ 
tion of financial failure caused by not having the money that 
you need to pay your debts ■ The company is facing bank¬ 
ruptcy. • The company filed for bankruptcy [=officially asked 
to be legally recognized as bankrupt] in July. ■ He declared 
bankruptcy. [=formally said that he was bankrupt in a legal 
document] ■ The company is now in bankruptcy. [=has been 
officially recognized as bankrupt] ■ The company was forced 
into bankruptcy. — often used before another noun ■ bank¬ 
ruptcy court/law ■ a bankruptcy judge/lawyer b [count]: an 
occurrence in which a person, business, etc., goes bankrupt ■ 
The number of bankruptcies was especially high last year. 

2 [noncount] : the condition of completely lacking a good or 
desired quality ■ Critics view the decision as an example of 
moral/ethical bankruptcy on the part of the administration. 

1 ban«ner /'bsen^/ noun, pi -ners [count] 

1 a : a large strip of cloth with a design, picture, or writing 
on it • A banner was hung over the street advertising the lo¬ 
cal theater production. ■ Banners were carried by members 
of each group marching in the parade. — often used figura¬ 
tively • Both candidates are running under the banner of "no 
new taxes." [=both candidates are using "no new taxes" as a 
slogan] ■ a group of scientists gathering together under the 
banner of NASA [=in a meeting/event set up by NASA] ■ 
changes made under the banner of "restoring order" [=for the 
officially stated purpose of restoring order] b literacy 
: flag ■ The Star-Spangled Banner 

2 : words printed in large letters at the top of a newspaper's 
front page under the name of the newspaper — called also 
banner headline 

3 : an advertisement that is across the top of a page on the 
World Wide Web — called also banner ad 

2 banner adj. always used before a noun. US : unusually good ■ 
It was a banner year for the sales department. • The team had 
a banner season last year, 
bannister variant spelling of banister 
banns /'bsenz/ noun [plural] : a public statement which an¬ 
nounces that two people are going to be married ■ The banns 
(of marriage) were posted in the church. 
ban*quet /‘basijkwat/ noun, pi -quets [count] : a formal 
dinner for many people usually to celebrate a special event ■ 
They held a banquet in his honor. — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ a banquet hall/room/table 

— ban-quet-ing /’basgkwatir)/ adj, always used before a 
noun, chiefly Brit ■ a banqueting hall/room/table 

ban*shee /‘b£en,Ji:/ noun, pi -shees [count] : a female spir¬ 
it in Irish and Scottish stories who cries loudly to warn peo¬ 
ple that someone is going to die soon ■ I heard someone wail¬ 
ing/screaming like a banshee. 

ban*tam /'bsentam/ noun, pi -tarns [count] : a kind of small 
chicken 

ban-tarrvweight /'bantam,weit/ noun, pi -weights 

[count] : a fighter in a class of boxers who weigh from 112 to 
119 pounds (51 to 54 kilograms) — often used before anoth¬ 
er noun ■ He won the bantamweight title. ■ a bantamweight 
fighter 

barvter /'banta 1 / noun [noncount] : talk in which people 
make jokes about each other in a friendly way ■ two friends 
trading/exchanging lively/witty banter (with each other) ■ I 
enjoyed hearing their good-natured banter. 

- banter verb -ters; -tered; -terming [no obj] • two friends 
bantering with each other 

ban-yan /'banjan/ noun, pi -yans [count] : an Indian tree 
with long branches that send roots down to the ground 


forming secondary trunks 

— called also banyan tree 
bap /'bap/ noun, pi baps 

[count] Brit : bun I 
bap-tism /'bap.tizam/ 
noun , pi -tisms : a Chris¬ 
tian ceremony in which a 
small amount of water is 
placed on a person’s head 
or in which a person’s 
body is briefly placed under water A baptism officially 
makes someone a member of the Christian Church, [count] 
There were over 100 baptisms at our church last year, [non¬ 
count] He received the sacrament of baptism as an infant. — 
often used figuratively ■ The interview was a baptism into 
journalism for the young writer. [=it was the young writer’s 
first experience as a journalist] A baptism of fire or C chiefly 

US) baptism by fire is a first experience that is very difficult 
or painful, such as the first time that soldiers are in a battle. ■ 
He described his troop’s baptism of fire on the front lines. ■ 
Covering the disaster was a baptism by fire for the young re¬ 
porter. 

— bap-tis-mal /b£ep't h izm3f/ adj, always used before a noun 
■ The priest stood at the baptismal font. ■ a baptismal certif¬ 
icate 

Bap*tiSt /'b£ep,tist/ noun, pi -tists [count] : a member of a 
Christian church in which members are baptized only as 
adults 

— Baptist adj ■ He attends the Baptist church. ■ a Baptist 
preacher/service 

baptize also Brit bap*tise /'bsep^aiz, bsep'taiz/ verb -tiz- 
es; -tized; -tiz-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to perform the ceremony of baptism for (someone) ■ The 
priest baptized the baby. ■ She was baptized at the age of 20. 

2 : to officially make someone a member of a specified 
Christian church through the ceremony of baptism — usual¬ 
ly used as (be) baptized ■ She was baptized a Catholic/Meth¬ 
odist when she was a teenager. 

3 ; to give (someone) a name through the ceremony of bap¬ 
tism — usually us«d as (be) baptized ■ He was baptized 
[= christened] “John" when he was two months old. 

1 bar /'baa'/ noun, pi bars 

1 [count] a : a building or room where alcoholic drinks and 
sometimes food are served ■ We went to a bar for a drink. 

— see also sports bar, tiki bar b : a counter where alco¬ 
holic drinks are served • We sat at the restaurant’s bar while 
we were waiting for a table. — see also cash bar, open 
bar, wet bar c : a building or room where a particular 
food or drink is served ■ a seafood bar • a juice/coffee bar 

— see also salad bar, snack bar 

2 [count] : a straight piece of metal, wood, etc., that is used 
as a tool, as part of a structure, or to keep people from enter¬ 
ing or leaving through a door or window ■ There were bars 
across all the windows. ■ The door was secured with an iron 
bar. ■ The pole-vaulter narrowly cleared the bar. [=the long 
bar that is set at a specific height and that a jumper tries to 
go over] In U.S. English, bar is used figuratively in phrases 
like raise/lower the bar and set the bar higher/lower to refer 
to changing the standard that is used to judge whether some¬ 
one or something is good, successful, etc. ■ The company’s 
new software raises the bar for its competitors. [=the compa¬ 
ny’s new software is very good and its competitors will have 
to produce better software to compete with it] ■ Critics say 
that he has lowered the bar on what is considered acceptable 
behavior by politicians. [=he has caused people to accept 
worse behavior by politicians] — see also crossbar, crow¬ 
bar, PARALLEL BARS, UNEVEN BARS 

3 [count] : a solid piece of something that is shaped like a 
rectangle ■ She bought a chocolate/candy bar. ■ a bar of soap 

4 [count] : a straight line, stripe, or section that is longer than 
it is wide ■ The bird’s tail has an alternating series of white 
and black bars, [-bands] ■ a menu bar [=a narrow section 
that is across the screen in a computer program and that 
shows the names of available menus] — see also bar code, 

BAR GRAPH, TASK BAR, TOOLBAR 

5 [count] formal: something that makes it difficult or impos¬ 
sible to do or achieve something — + to ■ His poor attitude 
was a bar to his success. [=his poor attitude prevented him 
from succeeding] 

6 the bar a US : the profession of a lawyer ■ She is a mem¬ 
ber of the bar. [=she is a lawyer] ■ the American Bar Associa¬ 
tion ■ She has been called to the bar. [=she has become a law- 
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yer] b or the Bar Brit: the profession of a barrister C US 
: the test that a person must pass in order to be a lawyer ■ 
She passed the bar on her first try. ■ the bar exam/examina¬ 
tion 

7 [count] music a : a line in written music that shows where 
a measure begins b : the beats between two bars in a piece 
of music ■ I’m not sure I know that song. Can you hum a few 
bars? [=measures ] 

behind bars : in jail ■ He has been behind bars for 10 years. 
tend bar US : to work as a bartender : to prepare and serve 
drinks at a bar ■ He tends bar at the restaurant. 

2 bar verb bars; barred; bar-ring [+ obj\ 

1 : to put a bar or a set of bars in front of a door, window, 
etc., so that people cannot go in or out of it ■ He barred the 
door as soon as he got in. • All the windows and doors were 
barred. ■ a barred window 

2 : to put something in a road, path, etc., so that people can¬ 
not get by ■ A herd of goats was barring the road. ■ obstacles 
barring our way 

3 a : to prevent or forbid (someone) from doing something ■ 
Nothing barred them from meeting together. ■ The judge will 
bar the jurors from talking to reporters. ■ A federal court has 
barred the group from using the name. ■ Reporters were 
barred [=excluded]from the meeting, ^reporters were not al¬ 
lowed to go to the meeting] b : to prevent or forbid (some¬ 
thing) ■ The decision bars the possibility of additional devel¬ 
opment in the area. ■ forms of punishment barred by the 
Constitution 

no holds barred see 2 hold 
3 bar prep 

1 — used in the phrase bar none to emphasize that a state¬ 
ment is completely true • She is the brightest student I’ve 
ever known, bar none. [=1 have never known a student who 
is brighter than she is] 

2 Brit : except for : barring • They have lost every match, 
bar one. 


barb /'ba ?rb/ noun, pi barbs [count] 

1 : a sharp point that sticks out and backward from the 
point of an arrow, a fishhook, etc. 

2 : a clever insult or criticism ■ She directed/aimed a few 
barbs at reporters who had hounded her. • The candidates 
exchanged barbs during the debate. 

bar*bar«i*an /baa^'berijan/ noun, pi -ans [count] 

1 : a member of a violent or uncivilized group of people es¬ 
pecially in past times ■ The book describes tribes of barbari¬ 
ans massing on the borders of the Roman Empire. • The city 
was invaded by barbarians. — often used before another 
noun ■ Barbarian tribes invaded from the north. • a barbari¬ 
an invasion/attack 

2 : a person who does not behave in a proper way : a rude or 
uneducated person ■ The students behaved like barbarians. ■ 
He is well-spoken and polite but his father is a barbarian. 

bar-bar-ic /baa^benk/ adj 

1 : of or relating to barbarians • Barbaric tribes invaded the 
area. 

2 [more most ~] a : very rude or offensive : not polite or 
proper ■ His table manners are barbaric, b : very cruel ■ 
They considered the custom barbaric. • The treatment of the 
prisoners was positively barbaric. 

— bar-bar-ic-al-ly /ba^benkli/ adv 
bar-ba-rism /'baa^nzam/ noun, pi -risms 

1 : cruel and violent behavior [noncount] The barbarism of 
his dictatorship cannot be ignored, [count] Such barbarisms 
cannot be tolerated. 

2 [noncount]: very rude behavior • acts of social barbarism 
bar-bar-i-ty /ba^'berati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : extreme cruelty : a very cruel and violent 
quality ■ The barbarity of the attack was horrifying. ■ The 
photos vividly capture the war’s barbarity. 

2 [count] : a cruel act ■ He is accused of inflicting unimagin¬ 
able barbarities on his own people. 

bar-ba-rOUS /'baa-baras/ adj [more most ~J 

1 : not polite or proper : very rude or offensive • His behav¬ 
ior was barbarous. ■ They used barbarous language. 

2 : very cruel and violent ■ It was a barbarous [-barbaric] 
crime. • a barbarous custom 

- bar-ba-rous-iy adv - bar-ba-rous-ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

1 bar-be-cue /'ba^b^kju:/ noun, pi -cues 

1 [count] : a flat metal frame that is used to cook food over 
hot coals or an open fire ■ grill a steak on the barbecue 

2 [count] : an outdoor meal or party at which food is cooked 


on a barbecue ■ We plan to have a barbecue for the whole 
family. — abbr. BBQ 

3 [noncount] chiefly US, informed : food that has been 
cooked on a barbecue : barbecued food ■ She invited us over 
for some beer and barbecue. ■ He makes a barbecue sauce 
[=a spicy sauce that is usually eaten with barbecued food] 
that tastes great with chicken. 

2 barbecue verb -cues; -cued; -cu-ing : to cook (food) on 
a barbecue : to broil or roast (meat, fish,etc.)over hot coals 
or an open fire (+ obj] We barbecued chicken and ribs, [no 
obj] We barbecue often during the summer. 

— barbecued adj ■ They served barbecued chicken/shrimp/ 
pork at the cookout. 


barbed /'baabd/ adj 

1 : having a sharp point that sticks out and backward from a 
larger point: having a barb ■ a barbed fishhook 

2 : expressing criticism in an unkind and often clever way ■ 
The candidates exchanged barbed comments during the de¬ 
bate. 


barbed Wire noun [non¬ 
count] : wire that has sharp 
points and that is often used 
for fences • a fence made of 
barbed wire = a barbed-wire 
fence — called also (US) 
barbwire 

bar-bell /'barbel/ noun, pi 
-bells [count] : a metal bar 
with weights at each end that 
is used for exercise and in 
weight lifting —see picture 
at GYM 



bar-ber /'bavba/ noun, pi -bers [count] : a person whose 
job is to cut men’s hair ■ He goes to a barber downtown. • He 
went to the barber's [-(chiefly US) barbershop] to get a hair¬ 
cut. 


bar-ber-Shop /'bo^ba-tfaip/ noun, pi -shops [count] chief¬ 
ly US', a place where a barber works 
barbershop quartet noun, pi ~~ -tets [count] : a group of 
four male singers who sing in an old-fashioned style without 
instruments 

bar-bie /'baabi/ noun, pi -bies [count] chiefly Brit + Austra¬ 
lia, informal : ‘barbecue 

bar-bit-U-rate /ba&’biflarat/ noun, pi -rates [count] medi¬ 
cal : any of various drugs that are used to calm people or to 
make them sleep 

barb-wire /'baab'waj;*/ noun [noncount] US : barbed 
wire ■ a barbwire fence 

bar chart noun, pi ~ charts [count] : BAR graph 
bar code noun, pi ~ 
codes [count] : a group of 
thick and thin lines that is 
placed on a product so that 
a computer can get the 
price of the product and 
other information about it 
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bard /'baad/ noun, pi 

bards [count] old-fashioned + literary : poet <- The poet 
and playwright William Shakespeare is sometimes called the 
Bard or the Bard of Avon. • As the Bard says, “All the world’s 
a stage.” 

1 bare /'bea7 adj bar-er; bar-est 

1 a : not having a covering • There was a rug in the front 
room of the house, but the other floors were bare. ■ The 
walls were bare. - Do not let the bare wires touch. — some¬ 
times used figuratively • He laid bare his soul. = He laid his 
soul bare. [=he revealed his most private thoughts and feel¬ 
ings] ■ The book is an attempt to lay bare [=reveal. uncover] 
the secrets of this very powerful political family, b : not 
covered by clothing, shoes, a hat, etc. ■ He covered her bare 
arms with his coat. • Her feet were bare. = She had bare feet. 
[=she wasn’t wearing shoes or socks on her feetj ■ He had a 
glove on his left hand, but his right hand was bare. ■ His head 
is bare. [=he does not have a hat on] — see also with your 
bare hands at ‘hand C : not covered by leaves, grass, trees, 
or plants ■ She likes the bare [=naked] branches of trees in 
the winter. • The ground was bare where the statue had stood 
for years. ■ The mountainside was laid bare by loggers. [=all 
the trees on the mountainside were cut down by loggers] 

2 a : not containing anything : empty • The cupboard was 
bare. ■ There was only one bare shelf, b : having little or no 
furniture • a bare room ■ Her office was pretty bare, having 
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only one desk and one chair. ■ This is the barest room in the 
house. 

3 always used before a noun : not having anything added or 
extra : including only what is most basic or needed ■ He only 
told me the bare facts about what happened. ■ We packed 
only the bare essentials for the hike. [=we packed only what 
we really needed for the hikej ■ They had only the bare \-ba- 
sic\ necessities (of life): food, water, and shelter. • He’s lazy 
and only does the bare minimum of work. [=he does the least 
amount of work possible] ■ a bare majority [=the smallest 
possible majority] • She added the barest [^smallest] pinch of 
salt. 

— bare-ness noun [ noncount ] ■ the bareness of the walls/ 
land 

2 bare verb bares; bared; bar-ing [+ obj] : to remove the 
covering from (something) ■ He bared his chest to show the 
scar. ■ The dog growled and bared [= exposed] its teeth. ■ She 
was asked to bare (it) all for the magazine. [=she was asked to 
pose nude for the magazine] — sometimes used figuratively ■ 
She bared [=revealed, told] her fears to him. ■ He bared all 
l=told the whole story] in the interview. ■ He bared his soul 
to me. [=he told me his most private thoughts and feelings] 

| Do not confuse bare with bear j 

bare-back /'bea^bask/ adv : without a saddle : on the bare 
back of a horse ■ We rode bareback. 

— bareback adj ■ He likes bareback riding. • a bareback rid¬ 
er 

bare bones noun 

the bare bones : the most basic or important facts or parts 
of something ■ The company reduced the staff to the bare 
bones. [=the company's staff only includes people who are 
absolutely needed] — often + of • What are the bare bones 
of the story? 

bare—bones adj [more most ~] : including only what is 
most basic or needed • a bare-bones Web site • a bare-bones 
wedding ceremony ■ The hotel rooms are bare-bones. 
bare-faced /'be^'feist/ adj, always used before a noun [more 
most ~] disapproving : completely obvious • a barefaced 
lie • a barefaced liar 

bare-foot /'bea^fut/ or bare-foot-ed /'bea^futad/ adv 
: without shoes : with the feet bare ■ We walked barefoot in 
the stream. 

— barefoot or barefooted adj ■ barefoot children ■ He was 
barefoot. 

bare—hand-ed /'bea^haendad/ adv : with the hand or 
hands only : without using a tool, weapon, glove, etc. ■ She 
caught the ball bare-handed. 

— bare-handed adj ■ She made a bare-handed catch, 
bare-head-ed /'bea^hedad/ adv : without a hat : with the 

head bare ■ He left the house bareheaded. 

— bareheaded adj • a bareheaded man 
bare-knuck-le /'bea-'nAkal/ also bare-knuck-led 

/'bea^'nAkald/ or bare—knuck-les /'bea^'nAkalz/ adj, always 
used before a noun : without boxing gloves ■ a bare-knuckle 
fight/fighter ■ a bare-knuckled punch — often used figura¬ 
tively ■ a bare-knuckles approach to doing business [=a very 
tough and aggressive approach to doing business] • bare¬ 
knuckle politics 
bare-ly /'bea4i/ adv 

1 a : hardly or scarcely — used to say that something was al¬ 
most not possible or almost did not happen ■ I barely recog¬ 
nized you with your hair cut short. ■ He could barely walk/ 
read/write. ■ His voice was barely audible above the sound of 
the river. • The boat was barely visible off the coast. ■ We 
barely [=almost do not] have enough money to pay the bills. • 

1 barely [=almost do not] have time to eat my lunch. • He 
barely made his flight. [=he almost was too late for his flight] 
b — used to say that someone or something only has a spec¬ 
ified small size, age, length, etc. ■ The movie is (just) barely 
an hour long.« He's barely a teenager. ■ She’s barely four feet 
tall. ■ Barely 50 percent of the population voted. C — used 
to say that something reached a specifed condition or hap¬ 
pened only a short time before ■ The paint is barely dry. ■ 
They had barely [ =just] set up the tents when it started to 
rain. 

2 a : almost not at all ■ We barely spoke the entire time we 
were in the car. ■ 1 barely knew him. b : almost not • There 
are barely any new features in this software. ■ There is barely 
a difference between the two. 

barf /'b add/verb barfs; barfed; barf-ing [no obj] US, infor¬ 
mal : vomit ■ The movie was so disgusting that it made me 
want to barj'. 


bar-fly /'baaiflai I noun, pi -flies [count] US, informal : a per¬ 
son who spends a lot of time drinking in bars 
1 bar-gain /'baa'gan/ noun, pi -gains [count] 

1 : an agreement in which people or groups say they will do 
or give something in exchange for something else • 1 think 
everyone involved was satisfied with the bargain we made. ■ 
They’ve agreed to turn the land over to the state, and the 
state, as its part of the bargain, has agreed to keep it undevel¬ 
oped. ■ The union is trying to strike a bargain [=reach an 
agreement, make a deal] with the company. ■ You’re allowed 
to go to the football game tonight, but 1 expect you to keep 
your side of the bargain [=do what you agreed to do] and 
clean your room. — see also plea bargain 

2 : something that is bought or sold for a price which is low¬ 
er than the actual value : something bought or sold at a good 
price ■ For that price, the suit is a (real) bargain. • 1 got a bar¬ 
gain on the plane tickets. = The plane tickets were a bargain. 
■ She likes to hunt for bargains when she shops. — often 
used before another noun ■ bargain airplane tickets ■ The 
store has many items on sale at bargain prices. 

drive a hard bargain If you drive a hard bargain, you do 
not agree easily to what other people want and are very de¬ 
termined to get what you want when you are discussing 
what will be done, especially in a business deal. • You drive 
a hard bargain, but I’ll accept your terms. 
in the bargain or into the bargain : in addition to what has 
been said : besides • Locally grown food is fresher, and 
cheaper in/into the bargain. [=locally grown food is fresher 
and also cheaper] 

2 bargain verb -gains; -gained; -galn-ing [no obj ]: to dis- 
cuss an agreement or price in order to make it more appeal¬ 
ing ■ The price listed is quite high, but the seller might be 
willing to bargain. • He was bargaining [=haggling] with the 
taxi driver over/about the fare. ■ Teachers are bargaining 
[= negotiating] for higher salaries. 

bargain away [phrasal verb] bargain (something) away or 
bargain away (something) : to lose or give up (something) 
as part of an agreement • The employees on strike are con¬ 
cerned that the union will bargain away wage increases for 
other less desirable benefits. 

bargain for/on [phrasal verb] bargain for/on (something) : to 
expect or plan on (something) ■ The Internet service is bet¬ 
ter than what we bargained for. [=better than we expected 
it to be] - No one bargained for the change in weather. = 
No one bargained on the weather changing. ■ They bar¬ 
gained on getting married after college. ■ He hadn’t bar¬ 
gained on how his new position in the company would 
change the way people treated him. [=he was surprised by 
how his new position changed the way people treated him] 
■ The job ended up being more than I had bargained for. 
[=more difficult than I had expected] ■ I got more than l 
bargained for when I signed up as a volunteer. [=being a 
volunteer was harder than I expected] 

— bar.gain-er noun, pi -ers [count] • He’s a hard bargainer. 
— bargaining noun [noncount] ■ After hours of hard bar¬ 
gaining, they came to an agreement. — often used before 
another noun ■ The larger corporation has more bargain¬ 
ing power. ■ They are in a good bargaining position. — see 
also COLLECTIVE BARGAINING, PLEA BARGAINING 

bargain basement noun, pi ~ -ments [count] : a section 
of a large store where products are sold at lower prices 
bar-gain—base-ment /'baa'gan'beismant/ adj, always 
used before a noun 

A of a price : very low ■ I paid a bargain-basement price. 

2 : having a low price or cost and often having poor quality ■ 
worthless bargain-basement products 
bargaining chip noun, pi ~ chips [count] : something 
that can be used to gain an advantage when you are trying to 
make a deal or an agreement • The workers used the threat 
of a strike as a bargaining chip in their negotiations for a new 
contract. — called also (Brit) bargaining counter 
1 barge /‘baa<fe/ noun, pi barg-es [count] : a large boat that 
has a flat bottom and that is used to carry goods in harbors 
and on rivers and canals 

2 barge verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition barg¬ 
es; barged; barg-ing [no obj] : to move or push in a fast, 
awkward, and often rude way ■ He came rushing down the 
stairs, barging into the crowd of people at the bottom. ■ She 
barged through the door without even knocking. ■ What 
makes him think he can barge in here [=enter suddenly and 
rudely] like that? 



bargepole ■ barony 
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barge in on [phrasal verb\ barge in on (something or some¬ 
one) : to suddenly and rudely interrupt or disturb (some¬ 
thing or someone) ■ I was getting angry because she kept 
barging in on our conversation, 
barge-pole /'baa<fe,poul/ noun, pi -poles [count] : a long 
pole that is used to guide or steer a barge 
not touch (someone or something) with a bargepole see 
‘touch 

bar graph noun, pi ~ graphs [count] : a graph or chart 
that uses narrow columns of different heights to show and 
compare different amounts — called also bar chart 
bar-hop /'baa^hap/ verb 
-hops; -hopped; -hop¬ 
ping [no obj] US, informal 
: to go to and drink at sever¬ 
al bars in one evening • They 
went barhopping downtown 
on Friday night. 
ba-riS-ta /ba'rirsta/ noun, pi 
-tas [count] : someone who 
makes and serves coffee and 
coffee drinks (such as cappuccino) to customers 
1 bar-i-tone /'bera,toun/ noun, pi -tones [count] music : a 
man’s singing voice that is higher than the voice of the bass 
and lower than the voice of the tenor; also : a singer who has 
such a voice ■ He sang in his school choir as a baritone. 
2 baritone adj, always used before a noun : having a range that 
is higher than a bass and lower than a tenor ■ a baritone voice 
■ a baritone saxophone 

bar-i-um /'berijam/ noun [ noncount ] : a chemical element 
that is a soft silver-white metal 
1 bark /'bcuyk/ verb barks; barked; barking 

TJno obj ] of a dog : to make a short loud sound ■ The dog 
only barks when someone approaches the house. 

2 : to shout or say (something) in a loud and angry way [+ 
obj] The captain barked orders/commands to the crew. ■ 
“Come over at once!” he barked (at/to her). — often + out ■ 
The captain barked out an order to the crew, [no obj] He was 
barking into the phone, giving orders to one of his employ¬ 
ees. ■ The captain barked at the crew. 
barking up the wrong tree informal : tiying to do some¬ 
thing in a way that will not be successful ■ If you are look¬ 
ing for money, you’re barking up the wrong tree. [=you are 
asking the wrong person] ■ She claims that researchers are 
barking up the wrong tree by focusing on conventional 
forms of treatment for the disease. 

2 bark noun, pi barks [count]: the short, loud sound made by 
a dog ■ The dog gave a loud bark.', also : a similar sound ■ The 
captain gave his orders with a sharp bark. ■ The bark of the 
baby’s cough woke the other children. ❖ If your bark is 
worse than your bite, you appear to be more angry or dan¬ 
gerous than you really are. ■ Don’t get upset if the boss yells 
at you. His bark is worse than his bite. — compare 3 BARK, 
4 bark 

3 bark noun, pi barks : the outer covering of a tree [non¬ 
count] a piece of birch bark [count] She compared the barks 
of various trees. — compare 2 bark, 4 bark 
4 bark or barque /'baafc/ noun, pi barks or barques [count] 
: a small sailing ship — compare 2 bark, 3 bark 
bar-keep /'baaiki:p/ also bar-keep-er / l baa L ,ki:pa i / noun, 
pi -keeps also -keep-ers [count] US : bartender 
bark-er flbaakdd noun, pi -ers [count] old-fashioned : a per¬ 
son who stands at the entrance of a place where there is en¬ 
tertainment and tries to attract customers by shouting to 
them ■ a carnival barker 
barking adj, Brit. informal : barking mad 
barking mad adj, Brit, informal : completely crazy ■ He 
was always rather strange, but he seems barking mad now. 
bar-ley /'baa-li/ noun [noncount] : a kind of grain used for 
food and to make beer and whiskey; also : the plant on 
which this grain grows 

barley sugar noun, pi ~ -gars [count, noncount] Brit : a 
clear hard candy made from boiled sugar 
barley wine noun [noncount] : a kind of strong ale 
bar-maid /'baa^meid/ noun, pi -maids [count] : a woman 
who serves drinks at a bar 

bar-man /'baa-man/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] chiefly 
Brit : bartender 

bar mitz-vah /baa'mitsva/ noun, pi ~ -vahs [count] : a 
ceremony and celebration for a Jewish boy on his 13th birth¬ 
day when he takes on the religious duties and responsibilities 



of an adult; also : a boy for whom a bar mitzvah is held 

— compare bat mitzvah 

barmy /'baa^mi/ adj barm-i-er; -est [also more most —] 
chiefly Brit, informal : crazy or foolish • a barmy [=(chiefly 
US) balmy] idea ■ She’s a little barmy. [=loony] 

— bar-mi-ness noun [noncount] 
barn /‘ba&nj noun, pi barns [count] 

1 : a building on a farm that is used for storing grain and hay 
and for housing farm animals or equipment 

2 informal : a large building that is usually bare and plain ■ 
They live in a big bam of a house. 

bar-na-cle /'baamkal/ noun, pi -na-cles [count] : a kind of 
small shellfish that attaches itself to rocks and the bottoms 
of boats underwater 

— bar-na-cled /'baainkald/ adj ■ barnacled rocks 

barn burner noun, pi ~ -ers [count] US, informal : a very 
exciting game, event, etc. ■ The game should be a real bam 
burner. 

barn dance noun.pl ~ dances [count] : an informal social 
event at which people do traditional dances (such as square 
dances) 

barn owl noun, pi ~ owls [count] : a common kind of owl 
that nests in bams and other buildings 
barn-storm /'baa'.stoami/ verb -storms; -stormed; 
-storm-ing chiefly US : to travel to different places to give 
speeches, perform shows, etc. [no obj] He spent the months 
leading up to the election barnstorming around/across the 
country. ■ The national soccer team barnstormed through 
the country. [+ obj] They barnstormed the country, 
barnstorming adj, always used before a noun 

1 chiefly US : traveling to different places to give speeches, 
perform shows, etc. ■ barnstorming politicians 

2 Brit : very exciting and thrilling • a barnstorming perfor¬ 
mance 

1 barn-yard /'baa'll,jaad/ noun, pi -yards [count] ; an area 
of ground near a bam that usually has a fence around it 
2 barnyard adj, always used before a noun 

1 : of or relating to a farm ■ goats, pigs, and other barnyard 
animals 

2 US, i?\formal : not polite : somewhat crude or rude ■ barn¬ 
yard [= earthy ] jokes/humor 

ba-rom-e-ter /ba'raimata*/ noun, pi -ters 
[count] 

1 : an instrument that is used to measure air 
pressure and predict changes in the weather 

2 : something that is used to indicate or pre¬ 
dict something ■ The test is used as a barom¬ 
eter 1=; standard] to measure a student’s read¬ 
ing level. ■ Economists see housing prices as 
a barometer for inflation. [=economists use 
housing prices to predict inflation] — often 
+ of ■ A player’s rookie season is not always 
a good/accurate barometer of his success in 
the league. ■ Wealth is not a barometer of 
happiness. 

— baro-met-ric Abera'metrik/ adj, always 
used before a noun ■ barometric pressure 

bar-on /'beran/ noun, pi -ons [count] 

1 a : a man who is a member of a low rank 
of British nobility b : a man who is a mem¬ 
ber of various ranks of nobility in other 
countries 

2 : a man who has a lot of power or influ¬ 

ence in a particular industry ■ a cattle/oil 
baron — see also robber baron barometers 

bar-on-ess /'beranas/ noun, pi -ess-es 
[count] 

1 a : a woman who is a member of a low rank of British no¬ 
bility b : a woman who is a member of various ranks of no¬ 
bility in other countries 

2 : the wife or widow of a baron 

bar-on-et /'beranat/ noun, pi -ets [count] : a man who is a 
member of the British nobility with a rank below a baron 

— bar-on-et-cy /'beranatsi/ noun, pi -cies [count] ■ He in¬ 
herited the baronetcy [=the rank of a baronet] from his fa¬ 
ther. 

ba-ro-ni-al /ba'rounijal/ adj : of or relating to a baron ■ ba¬ 
ronial privileges : suitable for a baron ■ baronial [=rich] 
splendor ■ a baronial estate [=a very large and impressive es¬ 
tate] 

bar-ony /'berani/ noun, pi -on-ies [count] : the rank of a 
baron • He inherited the barony from his father. 




119 


baroque • barrier 


ba-roque /bs'rouk/ adj 

1 : of or relating to a dramatic style of art and music that 
was common in the 17th and early 18th centuries and that 
featured many decorative parts and details ■ baroque paint¬ 
ings/music * a baroque cathedral ■ the baroque period 

2 [more most ~]: having many details or too many details 
• a somewhat baroque writing style ■ a book filled with ba¬ 
roque descriptions 

— baroque noun [ noncount ] ■ The museum is exhibiting 
paintings from the baroque . [=the baroque period! 

barque variant spelling of “bark 

bar-rack /'bergk/ verb -racks; -racked; -rack-ing 

1 Brit : to bother or interrupt (someone, such as a performer 
or speaker) by shouting comments or criticism [+ obj\ The 
crowd barracked [=heckled] the visiting team, [no obj] The 
crowd barracked in protest as she gave her speech. 

2 [no obj] chiefly Australia : to shout in support of a person 
or group — often + for • barracking [-rooting, cheering] for 
the home team 

— barracking noun [noncount\ She got a lot of barracking 
during her speech, [singular] She got quite a barracking 
during her speech. 

bar-racks /'beraks/ noun, pi -racks [count] : a building or 
group of buildings in which soldiers live ■ The soldier was 
moved to a different barracks. ■ He was confined to barracks 
for insubordination. 

bar-ra-CU-da /,bera'ku:da/ noun, pi -da or -das [count] 

1 : a kind of fierce tropical fish that has strong jaws and 
sharp teeth • We fished for barracuda. — see color picture 
on page C8 

2 US, informal + disapproving : someone who uses aggres¬ 
sive, harsh, and sometimes improper ways to achieve some¬ 
thing ■ The company’s lawyers are a bunch of barracudas. 

1 bar-rage /ba'ra.j, Brit 'bseira: 3 / noun, pi -rag*es 

1 [count] : a heavy and continuous firing of weapons during 
a battle ■ The enemy laid down a barrage of machine-gun fire 
as our platoon approached the bridge. ■ artillery barrages 

2 [singular]: a great amount of something that comes quick¬ 
ly and continuously — + of • He unleashed a barrage of in¬ 
sults. ■ The reporters overwhelmed her with a barrage of 
questions. ■ a barrage [-flood] of phone calls 

— compare 3 barrage 

z barrage verb -rages; -raged; -rag-ing [+ obj\ chiefly US 
: to cause (someone) to receive a great amount of something 
: to direct a barrage of questions, comments, etc., at (some¬ 
one) — usually used as (be) barraged with • The public was 
barraged with campaign ads in the months leading up to the 
election. ■ They were barraged [= inundated, swamped] with 
inquiries about the job. ■ The office has been barraged 
[= flooded , inundated] with phone calls. 

3 bar-rage /'bancfc/ noun, pi -rag«es [count] : a barrier (such 
as a cement wall) that is built across a river or stream espe¬ 
cially to increase the depth of water or change its direction 

— compare ’barrage 
barred /'baa'd/ adj 

1 : covered by a bar or a set of bars ■ He looked out the 
barred windows of the jail. 

2 : having bands or stripes of different color ■ a bird with a 
barred tail 

1 bar-rel /’beral/ noun, pi -rels [count] 

1 a : a round usually wooden container 
with curved sides and flat ends ■ Oak bar¬ 
rels are used for aging the wine. ■ an emp¬ 
ty barrel b : the amount of something in 
a barrel ■ The price of oil is over 30 dollars 
a barrel. ■ They drank a whole barrel of 
beer. — see also pork barrel 

2 : the part of a gun that the bullets go 
through when the gun is fired ■ the barrel 
of a gun ■ a rifle barrel — see picture at 
gun; see also lock, stock, and barrel at 
‘lock 

a barrel of laughs informal : someone or something that is 
very funny — often used in negative statements or in an 
ironic way to describe someone or something that is not 
really funny ■ Several people have lost their jobs recently, 
so the office isn’t exactly a barrel of laughs these days. ■ 
“Your boss is quite a kidder." “Oh yeah, he’s a real barrel of 
laughs .” 

more fun than a barrel (full) of monkeys US, informal + 
somewhat old-fashioned : very funny and enjoyable ■ The 


ads say the movie will be more fun than a barrel of mon¬ 
keys. 

over a barrel : in a bad situation : in a situation where you 
are forced to do something you do not want to do ■ My 
landlord really has me over a barrel. I have to either pay 
double my rent or move somewhere else. 
the bottom of the barrel see ‘bottom 

— bar-reled (US) or Brit bar-relled /'herald/ adj — used in 
combination ■ a short -barreled shotgun [=a shotgun having 
a short barrel] — see also double-barreled 

2 barrel verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition -rels; 
-reled also -relied; -rel-ing also -rel-ling [no obj] US, in¬ 
formal : to move very fast and often in an uncontrolled or 
dangerous way ■ The truck went barreling down Main Street. 

■ She came running out of her office and went barreling past 
us down the hall. 

bar-rel—Chest-ed /'beral.tfestad/ adj, of a man : having a 
large, round chest that usually suggests great strength ■ a big, 
barrel-chested football player 

barrel organ noun,pi ~ -gans [count] : a large musical in¬ 
strument that is played by turning a handle and that was 
once commonly played by performers (called organ- 
grinders) on city streets — called also hurdy-gurdy 
bar-ren /'beran/ adj 

1 a : having very few plants : not suitable for plants ■ a bar¬ 
ren [=desolate] landscape ■ a barren desert ■ Few creatures 
can thrive on these barren mountaintops. b : not producing 
fruit or not able to produce fruit ■ a barren tree ■ a barren or¬ 
chard 

2 old-fashioned, of a woman or female animal : not able to 
produce children or offspring : infertile ■ a barren woman 

3 [more most ~] : not exciting or interesting ■ The book 
was good, but I found the barren lives of the characters de¬ 
pressing. ■ a very barren routine 

4 : not producing good or useful things, ideas, etc. ■ an artist 
who is going through a barren period ■ a barren mind 
barren of formal : not having (something) : without ■ a 

hillside barren of trees 

— bar-ren-ness noun [noncount] ■ the barrenness of the 
land/soil 

bar-rette /ba'ret/ noun, pi -rettes [count] US ; a decorative 
clip or bar that is used to hold a girl’s or woman’s hair in 
place — called also (Brit) hair slide ; see picture at groom¬ 
ing 

1 bar-ri-cade /'bera,keid/ noun, pi -cades [count] : a tempo¬ 
rary wall, fence, or similar structure that is built to prevent 
people from entering a place or area ■ The enemy broke 
through the barricade. ■ Police erected barricades to keep the 
crowds from approaching the crime scene. 

2 barricade verb -cades; -cad-ed; -cad-ing [+ obj] : to 
block (something) so that people or things cannot enter or 
leave ■ The police barricaded the crime scene. ■ They barri¬ 
caded the door. ■ Ships barricaded the coastline. 
barricade yourself If you barricade yourself in/inside 
something, you prevent other people from entering the 
place where you are by locking the door or by putting up a 
barricade. ■ Students barricaded themselves in the cafeteria 
to protest university policies. 
bar-ri-er /'berija 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : something (such as a fence or natural obstacle) that pre¬ 
vents or blocks movement from one place to another ■ Con¬ 
crete barriers surround the racetrack to protect spectators. ■ 
The tree’s roots serve/act as a barrier against soil erosion. ■ 
The mountain range forms a natural barrier between the two 
countries. ■ barrier beaches — see also barrier island, 
barrier reef, crash barrier 

2 a : a law, rule, problem, etc., that makes something diffi¬ 
cult or impossible ■ Both leaders are in favor of removing 
trade barriers. ■ Cultural/social barriers have made it hard 
for women to enter many professions. ■ He argues that regu¬ 
lations should not be viewed as barriers to progress, b 
: something that makes it difficult for people to understand 
each other — often + between ■ The lecture was about find¬ 
ing ways to break through barriers between the social classes. 

■ Age can be a big barrier between parents and children. ■ A 
language barrier existed between the two countries. [=people 
in the two countries did not understand each other because 
they spoke different languages] 

3 ; a level, amount, or number that is difficult to get past ■ 
His fastball broke the 100-mph barrier. [=he threw a baseball 
over 100 mph] ■ a price barrier [=a price that is regarded as a 
limit] — see also sound barrier 
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barrier island noun, pi ~ islands [count] : a long, sandy 
island that is near a shore 

barrier reef noun, pi ~~ reefs [count]: a long coral reef that 
is near a shore 
bar-ring fbanrj/prep 

1 — used to say that something will happen unless some¬ 
thing else happens ■ They’ll be at sea for six months, barring 
medical emergencies. [=they'll be at sea for six months if 
there are no medical emergencies] ■ She’s going to lose the 
election barring a miracle. [=unless a miracle occurs] 

2 : other than (someone or something) : except ■ No one, 
barring the magician himself, knows how the trick is done. 

bar-rio /'barijo Kit noun, pi -rios [count] : a neighborhood in 
a city or town in the U.S. in which many people who speak 
Spanish live *$• Barrio is especially used for neighborhoods in 
the southwestern parts of the U.S. 
bar-ris-ter /'berasta 1 / noun, pi -ters [count] : a lawyer in 
Britain who has the right to argue in higher courts of law 

— compare solicitor 

bar-room /'baa^ruim/ noun, pi -rooms [count] : a place 
where alcoholic drinks are served : bar — often used before 
another noun ■ a barroom brawl 
bar-row /'berou/ noun, pi -rows [count] 

1 : WHEELBARROW 

2 chiefly Brit: a cart with two wheels that is pushed or pulled 
and that is used for selling fruits, vegetables, etc., on the 
street 

bar-tend-er /'ba^tend^/ noun, pi -ers [count] US : a per¬ 
son who serves drinks at a bar or restaurant 

— bar-tend /'baa-,tend/ verb -tends; -tend-ed; -tend-ing 

[no obj] ■ He makes extra money by bartending on week¬ 
ends. 

1 bar-ter /"boata/ verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing : to exchange 
things (such as products or services) for other things instead 
of for money [no obj] — often + for or with ■ The farmers 
bartered for supplies with their crops. ■ The town’s people of¬ 
ten barter [=trade] with the owner of the store. [+ obj] — of¬ 
ten +for • They barter [ =trade ] eggs for cheese with the neigh¬ 
boring farm. 

2 barter noun [noncount] 

1 : a system in which goods or services are exchanged for 
other goods or services instead of for money ■ The tribes use 
a system of barter. ■ a barter system 

2 : goods or services that are exchanged for other goods or 
services ■ The explorers used blankets and other supplies for 
barter to get food from the native people. 

ba-salt /ba'scult/ noun [noncount] : a type of dark gray to 
black rock 

— ba-sal-tic /ba'sailtik/ ad/ • basaltic rock 
1 base /'beis/ noun, pi bas-es 

A [count] : the bottom or lowest part of something : the part 
on which something rests or is supported — usually singular 
■ The lamp has a heavy base. • He planted flowers around the 
stone’s base. • Make sure the base of the stove rests evenly on 
the floor. ■ The climbers established a camp at the base of 
the mountain. = The climbers established a base camp. — 
often used figuratively ■ Although I disagreed with the 
book’s theoretical base [-basis, foundation ], I couldn’t really 
find fault with its logic. ■ The tour was informative, thanks to 
the guide’s broad base of knowledge. 

2 [count] : something (such as a group of people or things) 
that provides support for a place, business, etc. — usually 
singular ■ At one time paper mills were the industrial base 
for the region. ■ The economic base of the village is tourism. 
[=tourism is the most important part of the village’s econo¬ 
my] ■ The company has a solid customer base. [=set of cus¬ 
tomers it can depend on] ■ The sport’s fan base [=group of 
fans] is growing. — see also power base, tax base 

3 [count] : a main ingredient to which other things are added 
to make something — usually singular ■ The paint has a wa¬ 
ter base, not an oil base. • She uses chicken broth as the base 
of the soup. 

4 a [count] : the main place in which a person works or lives 
or a business operates ■ He uses his home as the base for his 
accounting business. ■ The company’s base is in London. = 
The company’s base of operations is (in) London. [=the 
company’s main offices are in London] ■ The band recently 
returned to its home base of Chicago after three months on 
tour, b : a place where a military force keeps supplies and 
where people in the military live and work [count] naval/ 
military bases ■ the commander of the base - the base com¬ 


mander [noncount] The troops were ordered back to base. 

— see also air base 

5 baseball : any one of the four places a runner must touch 
in order to score [count] He threw the ball to the wrong 
base, [noncount] There’s a runner on base. [=there’s a run¬ 
ner on first, second, or third base] ■ The batter reached base 
on an error by the shortstop. — compare home plate; see 
also FIRST BASE, SECOND BASE, THIRD BASE 

6 [count] chemistry : a chemical that reacts with an acid to 
form a salt ^ A base has a pH higher than 7. — compare 

l ACID 1, PH 

7 [count] mathematics : a number on which a system for 
counting and calculating is established — usually singular ■ 
Computers use a binary, or base 2, system, rather than the 
decimal, or base 10, system we usually use. 

cover all the bases also cover every base : to do or in¬ 
clude everything that needs to be done or included ■ The 
book is sometimes confusing because the writer tries too 
hard to cover all the bases. ■ They reviewed the contract to 
make sure that it covered all the bases, 
off base US, informal 1 : not correct: wrong or mistaken ■ 
Her study proves that the theory is off base. ■ It turns out 
that the estimates were way off base. [=very wrong] 2 : in 
an unprepared state ■ He was caught off base [=off guard] 
by the accusations. [=he was not prepared for the accusa¬ 
tions] 

touch all the bases or touch every base chiefly US : to 
cover all the bases; especially : to mention every subject or 
point that needs to be considered ■ She made sure that she 
touched all the bases in her report. ■ His opening remarks at 
the meeting touched all the bases, 
touch base informal: to meet and talk as a way of learning 
about recent news ■ Let’s get together for lunch next week 
to touch base. — usually + with • He attended the confer¬ 
ence for a chance to touch base with other people in the 
computer industry. 

2 base verb bases; based; bas-ing [+ obj]: to have a partic¬ 
ular place as the main place where a person works or lives or 
where a business operates ■ They are going to base their new 
company in Seattle. ■ The company has based itself in Lon¬ 
don. ■ Our tour group based itself in a hotel in the heart of 
the city. — often used as (be) based • The company is based 
in London. [=the company’s main offices are in London] ■ 
The band was based in Chicago until recently. ■ a London- 
based company 

base on/upon [phrasal verb] base (something) on/upon 
(something) : to form, make, or develop (something, such 
as an opinion, decision, or calculation) by using (some¬ 
thing, such as information) as a basis, starting point, etc. ■ 
You’ve based your opinion on faulty information. = Your 
opinion is based on faulty information. [=the information 
that you used to form your opinion is wrong] ■ The interest 
rate is based on credit history. [=credit history is used to 
determine the interest rate] ■ The story is based on real-life 
events. [=the story was developed from real-life events] ■ 
The island's economy is based on tourism. 

3 base act 

1 bas-er; -est [also more most ~] formal + literary : not 
honest or good * base motives ■ a base criminal 

2 technical, of a metal: having low quality and value ■ Iron is 
a base metal. 

— base-ly adv ■ He acted basely. — base-ness noun [non¬ 
count] ■ the baseness of his actions 

base-ball / , beis,ba:l/ noun, pi -balls 

1 [noncount] : a game played on a large field by two teams of 
nine players who try to score runs by hitting a small ball with 
a bat and then running to each of the four bases without be¬ 
ing put out ■ He likes playing baseball. • We watched baseball 
on TV last night. — often used before another noun ■ a base¬ 
ball player/team/game ■ a baseball bat/card — see pictures 
at BAT, GLOVE 

2 [count] : the ball used in baseball — see picture at ball 

baseball cap noun, pi ~~ caps [count] : a rounded cap that 

fits close to the head and that has a long visor Baseball 
caps were originally worn only by baseball players as part of 
their uniform but are now worn by many people. — see pic¬ 
ture at HAT 

base-board /'beis,boad/ noun, pi -boards [count] US : a 
narrow board along the bottom of a wall that covers the area 
where the wall meets the floor — called also (Brit) skirting 
board 

based adj — used to describe the base or basis of something 



121 


base hit • basis 


■ a soundly based argument [=an argument that has a sound 
basis] — often used in combination ■ oil-based paints 
base hit noun, pi ~ hits [count] baseball : a hit that allows a 
batter to reach a base safely : a single, double, triple, or 
home run ■ The pitcher gave up three base hits [=hits] in two 
innings. 

base-less /'beislas/ adj : not based on facts : without a 
good reason • a baseless [^unfounded] accusation • The 
charges against him were found to be baseless. 
base-line /'beiSilam/ noun, pi -lines [count] 

1 technical : information that is used as a starting point by 
which to compare other information ■ The experiment is 
meant only to provide a baseline for other studies. — often 
used before another noun ■ baseline data 

2 : a line at either end of the playing area in games like bas¬ 
ketball and tennis 

3 baseball a : either one of the lines that lead from home 
plate to first base and third base b : base path 

baseman see first baseman, second baseman, third 

BASEMAN 

base-ment /'beismant/ noun, pi -ments [count] : the part 
of a building that is entirely or partly below the ground 

— see also bargain basement 

base on balls noun, pi bases on balls [count] baseball 
: a movement to first base that is awarded to a batter who 
does not swing at four pitches that are balls — called also 
walk 

base path noun, pi ~ paths [count] : the area between two 
bases on a baseball field where a player must remain while 
running from one base to the other 
base pay noun, pi ~ pays [count, noncount] : the amount 
of money paid to someone for work at a job that does not in¬ 
clude any additional payments for bonuses, overtime, etc. 
base runner noun, pi ~ -ners [count] baseball : a player 
who is on base or is trying to reach a base 

— base-run-ning noun [noncount] ■ He is good at baserun¬ 
ning. 

bases plural of 1 BASE or of basis 
1 bash /'bsej/ verb bash-es; bashed; bash-ing 

1 a [+ obj] : to cause or allow (something, such as part of 
your body) to hit something very hard or forcefully ■ She fell 
down and bashed [=banged] her knee against a rock. ■ I 
bashed my arm against the door, b : to hit (someone or 
something) very hard or forcefully [+ obj] Someone bashed 
him over/on the head with a chair, [no obj] The two cars 
bashed [=crashed] into each other. C [+ obj] : to hurt or 
damage (something) by hitting or beating ■ They tried to 
bash the door open/down. — often + in ■ He threatened to 
bash [=beat, smash] my head in. 

2 [+ obj] : to,<criticize or attack (a person or group) ■ newspa¬ 
pers that use their editorial pages to bash [=harshly criticize! 
the president ■ groups accused of gay bashing [=criticizing or 
attacking gay people] ■ celebrity bashing 

bash away [phrasal verb] Brit, informal : to work hard at 
something • The children are bashing away [=(US) banging 
away] at their homework. 

bash on [phrasal verb] Brit, informal : to continue to work 
hard at something ■ You're not finished yet? Well, bash on. 
[=press on] 

bash out [phrasal verb] bash out (something) or bash (some¬ 
thing) out Brit, informal : to produce (something) quickly ■ 
He bashed out [=banged out] an angry letter to the editor. 
bash up [phrasal verb] bash up (someone) or bash (some¬ 
one) up chiefly Brit, informal : to attack (someone) ■ A 
group of older girls bashed up [=beat up] the sisters. 

— basher noun, pi -ers [count] • celebrity bashers [=people 
who criticize celebrities] 

2 bash noun, pi bashes [count] 

1 : a big or exciting party ■ We threw her a birthday bash. 

2 : a hard and powerful hit or blow ■ She gave me a bash on 
the head. 

have a bash at Brit, informal : to try or attempt (something) 
■ I've never done it before, but I’ll have a bash at it. 
bash-ful /'baejfal/ adj [more most ~] : nervous or un¬ 
comfortable in social situations : afraid to talk to people be¬ 
cause of a lack of confidence • She was very bashful [=shy] as 
a child. ■ bashful boys asking girls to dance ■ He looked at her 
with a bashful smile. [=a smile that showed he was feeling 
bashful] ■ Take another cookie if you like. Don’t be bashful. 
[=shy] 

— bash-ful-ly adv ■ He smiled bashfully. - bash-ful-ness 
noun [noncount] 


1 ba-sic /'beisik/ adj [more —; most ~] 

1 : forming or relating to the most important part of some¬ 
thing ■ In this class, you will learn the basic principles of 
chemistry. ■ At its most basic level, the book is about a fa¬ 
ther’s relationship with his children. • The basic difference 
between the two companies is their size. • The organization 
fights for basic human rights [=the rights that all people 
should have] throughout the world. • These ingredients are a 
basic part of Thai cooking. = These ingredients are basic to 
Thai cooking. ■ rights that are basic to all human beings 

2 : forming or relating to the first or easiest part of some¬ 
thing ■ We’re learning basic [=beginning] English. • basic 
reading, writing, and mathematics ■ She lacks even the most 
basic skills necessary for the job. 

3 : not including anything extra • That’s just the basic salary 
without overtime or tips. ■ The motel is comfortable but 
pretty basic : you get the necessities all right, but no luxuries. 

2 basic noun, pi -sics 

1 basics [plural] : the simplest and most important parts of 
something (such as a subject of study) ■ He’s teaching me the 
basics of Japanese cooking. ■ the basics of computers = com¬ 
puter basics 

2 [noncount] chiefly US : basic training • He starts basic in 
two months. 

get/go back to (the) basics : to return to a simpler way of 
doing something or thinking about something ■ The res¬ 
taurant is getting back to basics in terms of food, using 
fresh ingredients to make simple, good food. 

BA-SIC /'beisik/ noun [noncount] computers : a simple lan¬ 
guage used for programming computers ■ The program is 
written in BASIC. 
ba-si-cal-ly /'beisikli/ adv 

1 : in a general or basic way — used to say that something is 
true or correct as a general statement even if it is not entirely 
true or correct • There are a few boring parts, but basically 
[= generally, for the most part], it’s a very good book. ■ She’s 
basically a good kid. ■ You’re basically [=fundamentally] cor¬ 
rect, but there’s something you don’t know. ■ There are basi¬ 
cally two types of people: those who like chocolate and those 
who don’t. • a basically healthy person ■ Children basically 
learn to speak by listening to their parents. • All people are 
basically the same. = Basically , all people are the same. 

2 — used to show that a statement is expressing the most im¬ 
portant reason for something ■ “Why don’t you like him?” 
“ Basically, I think he’s crazy.” ■ We’d like to buy a new car, 
but, basically, we just don’t have enough money. 

3 [more most ~] : in a simple way ■ people who are trying 
to live more basically [=simpty] 

basic training noun [noncount] : the first few weeks of 
training for someone who has recently joined the military ■ 
Our son is in basic training. 

ba-Sil /'baezal, 'beizal/ noun [noncount] : an herb that has a 
sweet smell and that is used in cooking — see color picture 
on page C6 

ba-sil-i-ca /ba'silika/ noun, pi -cas [count] : a large church 
that has a long central part that ends in a curved wall 
bas-i-lisk /'bsesa.lisk/ noun, pi -llsks [count] in stories and 
legends : a reptile that can kill people by breathing on them 
or looking at them 

ba-sin /'beisp/ noun, pi -sins [count] 

1 a chiefly Brit : a kitchen sink b Brit : a large bowl that is 
used for mixing, cooking, or serving food C : the amount 
contained in a basin • a basin of cold water 

2 : the area of land around a large river and the small rivers 
that flow into it • the drainage basin of a river • the Amazon 
Basin 

3 : a large area of the earth’s surface that is lower than the 
area around it ■ the Great Basin of the western U.S. 

4 : an area of water where people keep their ships and boats 
when they are not sailing them • a yacht basin 

ba-sis /'beisas/ noun, pi ba-ses /'bei,si:z/ 

1 ; something (such as an idea or set of ideas) from which 
another thing develops or can develop [count] — usually 
singular ■ This principle forms the basis [-base, foundation] 
of the country’s economic policies and will provide a firm 
basis for future development. ■ The actor’s letters form the 
basis of the biography. [=the biography is based on the ac¬ 
tor’s letters; the most important information in the biogra¬ 
phy comes from the actor’s letters] [noncount] These stories 
have very little basis [= foundation] in fact/reality. [=these 
stories are not based on or supported by facts/reality] 

2 [noncount] : a reason for doing something ■ The judge 
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ruled that there is no legal basis [=ground] for a new trial. ■ 
The latest news at least provides some basis for hope. [=some 
reason to hope] ■ On what basis were the students chosen/se¬ 
lected? [=how were the students chosen/selected?; what was 
considered when the students were chosen/selected?] ■ Stu¬ 
dents were chosen/selected on the basis of [= according to] 
their grades and test scores. ■ Our decisions are made on the 
basis of the available information. [=we base our decisions 
on the available information] ■ The company does not hire 
employees on the basis of their race, sex, age, or religion. 

3 [singular] a : a fixed pattern or system for doing some¬ 
thing — used with on ■ He visits his grandmother on a regu¬ 
lar basis, [-regularly] • The company changes its Web site on 
a daily/weekly basis. [=every day/week] ■ changes that occur 
on an hourly basis ■ They hired her on a trial/temporary ba¬ 
sis. • People are seated on a first-come, first-served basis. 
[=the people who arrive first are given seats first] b — used 
to describe the way people act with each other ■ The two 
golfers still compete on a friendly basis. [=in a friendly way] 

— see also on a first-name basis at FIRST name 

bask /'bsesk, Brit 'ba.sk/ verb basks; basked; bask-ing 
[no obj] 

1 : to lie or relax happily in a bright and warm place ■ We sat 
basking in the sun. ■ Tourists were basking on the beaches. 

2 : to enjoy the attention and good feelings expressed by 
others ■ He stood before the audience, basking in their ap¬ 
plause. ■ parents who bask in the reflected glory of their chil¬ 
dren [=parents who enjoy the attention people give them be¬ 
cause of the success of their children] 

bas«ket /'bseskit, Brit 'baiskit/ 
noun, pi -kets [count] 

1 a : a container usually made 
by weaving together long thin 
pieces of material ■ wicker/ 
straw/wire baskets • a fruit bas¬ 
ket = a basket filled with fruit ■ 
a laundry basket [=a basket 
that holds dirty clothes] ■ They 
brought their lunch in a picnic 
basket. — see also breadbas¬ 
ket, HANDBASKET, WASTE¬ 
BASKET b : the amount con¬ 
tained in a basket • a basket 
[-basketful] of eggs 

2 basketball a : a net hanging from a thin metal ring that 
the ball must go through in order to score points ■ His shot 
missed the basket completely, b : a successful shot ■ She 
made/scored a basket. [=she scored points by making a shot 
that went through the basket] 

put all your eggs in one basket see 'egg 

— basketful noun, pi -fuls [count] • a basketful of eggs 
bas*ket-ball /'bseskit.bail, Brit ‘baiskit.bo.i/ noun, pi -balls 

1 [noncount] : a game in which two teams of five players 
bounce a ball and try to score points by throwing the ball 
through one of the raised nets at each end of a rectangular 
court ■ She plays basketball. — often used before another 
noun ■ a basketball game/team/player/coach 

2 [count] : a large rubber ball that is used in the game of bas¬ 
ketball — see picture at ball 

basket case noun, pi ~ cases [count] informal 

1 : a person who is very nervous, tired, etc., and is not able 
to think or act normally ■ I was so worried about losing my 
job that I was a complete basket case. 

2 : something (such as a company or a government) that is 
in very bad condition and close to failure ■ a business that 
was once very successful but is now a financial basket case 

bas*ket-ry /'bseskitri, Brit 'baiskatri/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the art or craft of making baskets and other objects by 
weaving together long thin pieces of material 

2 : baskets and other objects made by basketry ■ a collection 
of basketry — called also basketwork 

bas*ket*WOrk /'bseskitiWak, Brit 'ba:skit|Wa*k/ noun [non¬ 
count] : BASKETRY 2 

bas*ma»ti rice /,ba:z'ma:ti-, Brit .bsez'maiti-/ noun [non¬ 
count] : a kind of long rice that is used especially in Indian 
and Middle Eastern cooking 

bas mitz«vah /bas'mitsva/ noun, pi ~ -vahs [count] : bat 
mitzvah 

bas—relief /|ba:nMi:f/ noun, pi -liefs : a kind of sculpture 
in which shapes are carved so that they are only slightly 
higher than the flat background [count] the bas-reliefs on 
the building’s facade [noncount] a fagade decorated with 


flowers in bas-relief — often used before another noun ■ bas- 
relief carvings/sculptures 
1 bass /'beis/ noun, pi bass*es music 

1 : low and deep sound : the lowest range of sounds used in 
music [noncount] Turn down the treble on your radio and 
turn up the bass, [singular] The song has a loud/heavy/ 
booming bass. — compare treble 

2 [count] : the lowest male singing voice • He sings with/in a 
deep bass.’, also : a singer who has such a voice • He’s a bass. 

— compare alto, soprano, tenor 

3 [count] a : a kind of guitar that usually has four strings 
and that makes low sounds ■ an electric/acoustic bass ■ She 
plays (the) bass. ■ a bass player — called also bass guitar b 
: DOUBLE BASS 

— compare 3 bass 

2 bass /'beis/ adj, always used before a noun : having or indi¬ 
cating a low sound or range • his deep bass voice ■ the sound 
of the bass drum ■ a bass clarinet ■ the bass clef 
3 bass /'baes/ noun, pi bass : a kind of fish that people catch 
for food [count] She caught three bass, [noncount] We had 
bass for dinner. — see color picture on page C8 — compare 
'bass 

bas*set hound /'baesat-/ noun, pi ~ hounds [count] : a 
kind of dog that has short legs and long ears and that is used 
for hunting — called also basset 
bas*si*net Abaesa'net/ noun, pi -nets [count] : a small bed 
for a baby that looks like a basket and that usually has a 
hood or cover over one end 

bass-ist /'beisist/ noun, pi -ists [count] music : a person 
who plays a double bass or a bass guitar 
bas*SOOn /ba*su:n/ noun, pi -soons [count] : a large musi¬ 
cal instrument that is shaped like a tube, makes low sounds, 
and is played by blowing into a small, thin tube in its side 

— see picture at woodwind 

— bas-soon-ist /ba'sumist/ noun, pi -ists [count] 
bas-tard /'baest3*d, Brit 'baistad/ noun, pi -tards [count] 

1 infoimal a offensive : a very bad or unpleasant man : a 
man who you strongly dislike or hate ■ You dirty bastard ! b 
sometimes offensive : a man who you think is lucky, unlucky, 
etc. ■ Congratulations on getting the job, you lucky bastard '! ■ 
His wife left him, the poor bastard. C chiefly Brit, sometimes 
offensive : something that is difficult or unpleasant ■ Life can 
be a real bastard sometimes. 

2 usually offensive : a person whose parents were not mar¬ 
ried to each other : an illegitimate child — sometimes used 
before another noun ■ the bastard son of a wealthy noble 
This use of bastard was common in the past, but it is now 
usually avoided. 

bas*tard*ize also Brit bas*tard*ise /‘baesta^daiz, Brit 
'ba:st3,daiz/ verb -iz»es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ oftf] disapproving 
: to produce a poor copy or version of (something) • It’s a 
shame to see how Hollywood has bastardized the novel. • 
The restaurant serves a bastardized version of the classic 
French dish. 

'baste /'beist/ verb bastes; bast-ed; bast.ing [+ obj] : to 
pour hot juices, melted fat, etc., over (meat) while it is cook¬ 
ing ■ Baste the turkey every half hour. — compare 2 baste 
2 baste verb bastes; bast-ed; bast.ing [+ obj] : to sew to- 
gether (pieces of cloth) with long, loose stitches • She basted 
the hem of the dress. — compare 1 baste 
bas*tion /'baestfan, Brit 'baestian/ noun, pi -tions [count] : a 
place or system in which something (such as an old- 
fashioned idea) continues to survive ■ The neighborhood is 
considered by many to be the city’s last liberal/conservative 
bastion. [=the only place left in the city where liberal/conser¬ 
vative ideas are still accepted] ■ a bastion of racial inequality 
[=a system in which people of different races still do not have 
equal rights] ■ bastions of democracy 
1 bat /'baet/ noun, pi bats [count] 

1 : a long rounded stick that is used to hit the ball in baseball 
■ a baseball bat 

2 : a long flattened stick that is used to hit the ball in cricket 

3 Brit : paddle 2 ■ a table tennis bat 

at bat baseball 1 — used to describe the player or team 
that is batting ■ He got a home run on his first time at bat. ■ 
The home team is at bat. [=is batting] 2 : the act of bat¬ 
ting ■ She has two hits in three at bats, 
go to bat baseball : to be the player or team that is batting ■ 
The visiting team goes to bat first. [=the visiting team bats 
first] 

go to bat for US. informal : to try to help, support, or de¬ 
fend (someone or something) in an active way ■ Many of 
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his friends went to bat for him while he was under investiga¬ 
tion for fraud. 

off the bat chiefly US, informal : without any delay : imme¬ 
diately — usually used with right ■ 1 could tell it was fake 
right off the bat [=right away] 

off your own bat Brit, informal : through your own efforts ■ 
He didn’t need my help—he made good off his own bat. 

— compare 3 bat 

2 bat verb bats; bat-ted; bat¬ 
ting 

1 a [+ obj] : to hit (something, 
such as a ball) with a bat, club, 
etc., or with your hand ■ The 
ball was batted down. ■ a batted 
ball [=a ball that has been hit by 
a batter in baseball] b [no obj] 

: to try to hit a ball with a bat in 
baseball, cricket, or a similar 
game ■ It’s your turn to bat. ■ 

She was batting when it began to 
rain. ■ Who’s batting ? = Who’s 
up to bat ? 

2 [no obj\ baseball : to have a 
specified batting average ■ This 
year he’s batting [=hitting] .300. 

[=his batting average is .300] ■ 

She has five hits in five at bats, so she’s batting a thousand. 
l=her batting average is 1.000] In figurative use, to bat a 
thousand is to succeed in every attempt. This is an informal 
phrase that is used chiefly in U.S. English. ■ So far in her ca¬ 
reer, she’s batting a thousand. [=she has succeeded in every¬ 
thing she has done in her career] ■ No one bats a thousand in 
this business. 

bat around [phrasal verb] bat (something) around or bat 
around (something) informal : to think about or talk about 
(something, such as an idea) for a period of time ■ The plan 
was batted around for a while, but it was finally rejected. ■ 
We’ve been batting the idea around for a few years. 
bat in [phrasal verb] bat in (a run) also bat (a run) in baseball 
: to hit the ball in a way that makes it possible for a run to 
score ■ He batted in 70 runs last year. 

— compare 4 bat 

— batting adj, always used before a noun • batting practice • 
a batting coach ■ batting gloves/helmets 

3 bat noun, pi bats [count] 

1 : an animal that has wings 
and a furry body like a mouse 

2 informal : an unpleasant old 
woman ■ Don’t take any notice 
of that old bat. 

bats in the/your belfry see 

BELFRY 

(as) blind as a bat see 1 blind 
like a bat out of hell informal 
: very quickly ■ He ran out of 
the house like a bat out of 
hell. 

— compare 1 bat 

4 bat verb bats: batted; batting 

[+ obj] : to close and open 
(your eyes or eyelashes) very 
quickly several times especially 
as a way of flirting ■ She smiled 
and batted her eyelashes at him. 

not bat an eye/eyelash (US) or Brit not bat an eyelid infor¬ 
mal : to show no surprise, fear, concern, etc. • He thought 
the news would make her upset, but she never batted an 
eye. [=she did not appear to be upset at all] ■ He listened 
without batting an eyelash. 

— compare 2 bat 

bat-boy /'b£et,boi/ noun, pi -boys [count] : a boy who takes 
care of the bats, balls, and other equipment used by a base¬ 
ball team 

batch /'bEetf/ noun, pi batch-es [count] 

1 : an amount of something that is made at one time ■ We 
baked two batches of cookies. ■ a fresh batch of salsa ■ mixing 
another batch of cement ■ Fry the potatoes in batches. [=fry 
one amount and then another amount and so on until all the 
potatoes have been fried] 

2 : a group of people or things ■ They’re hiring another batch 
of workers. ■ a new batch [=bunch] of television shows 

3 computers : a set of jobs that a computer does together at 
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one time — usually used before another noun ■ batch pro¬ 
cessing 

bat-ed /'beitad/ adj 

with bated breath : in a nervous and excited state because 
you do not know what will happen ■ They waited for the 
answer with bated breath. l=they nervously waited for the 
answer] 

1 bath /'b£e0, Brit 'ba:0/ noun, pi baths /'baeQz, 'bae0s, Brit 
'baibz, 'ba:0s/ 

1 [count] a : the act of washing the body usually by sitting 
or lying in a container filled with water ■ Do you prefer baths 
or showers? ■ I was taking a bath when the phone rang. ■ 
(chiefly Brit ) I was having a bath. • We tried giving the dog a 
bath in the bathtub. ■ a long hot bath ■ bath towels [=large 
towels used for drying yourself after a bath or shower] — see 
also BUBBLE BATH, SPONGE BATH, TURKISH BATH, TAKE A 
bath (below) b : the water used for a bath • a bath of 
warm/hot water • I was in the bath when the phone rang. • 
Would you like me to draw/run a bath for you? l=to fill the 
bathtub with water for you?l C chiefly Brit : bathtub ■ He 
slipped and fell in the bath. 

2 [count] chiefly US : bathroom — used when describing 
the number or kinds of bathrooms in a place ■ a room with a 
private bath • The house has three bedrooms and one and a 
half baths. [=one full bathroom and one bathroom with only 
a sink and a toilet] ■ a full bath [=a bathroom with a sink, toi¬ 
let, and a bathtub or showerl 

3 baths [plural] a : a public building where people in the 
past went to wash or soak their bodies ■ ancient Roman 
baths b Brit, old-fashioned : a public building with a swim¬ 
ming pool in it 

4 [count] technical : a container filled with a liquid in which 
an object is placed to be cleaned, treated, etc. ■ She dipped 
the metal in a bath of acid. ■ a chemical bath 

take a bath US, informal : to lose a large amount of money 
in a business deal ■ The movie studio took a bath on his last 
picture. — see also *bath la (above) 

- see also bloodbath 

2 bath verb baths; bathed; bath-ing Brit 

1 [+ obj] : to wash (someone) in a container filled with water 
: to give a bath to (someone) ■ She baths [=(US) bathes] the 
baby in the kitchen sink. 

2 [no obj] formal : to have a bath : to wash yourself in a bath 
■ I usually bath [=(US) bathe] before going to bed. 

1 bathe /'beicV verb bathes; bathed; bath-ing 

1 [no obj] chiefly US : to take a bath : to wash yourself in a 
bath ■ I always bathe [=(Brit ) bath] in the morning. 

2 [+ obj] chiefly US : to wash (someone) in a container filled 
with water : to give a bath to (someone) ■ We’ll bathe [=(Brit) 
bath ] the baby after she eats. 

3 [no obj] somewhat old-fashioned : to swim for pleasure ■ 
We bathed [=swam] in the ocean. — see also sunbathe 

4 [+ obj]: to wash or rinse (a part of the body) - If the chem¬ 
ical comes in contact with the eyes, bathe the eyes with water 
for 10 minutes. 

5 [+ obj]: to cover (an area or surface) with light ■ The moon 
bathed the town in light. = The town was bathed in moon¬ 
light. 

bathed in sweat : covered with sweat : very sweaty ■ He 
was bathed in sweat when he finished exercising. 

— bath-er /'beiba 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a beach crowded 
with bathers [=swimmers] — bathing noun [noncount] ■ a 
beach where bathing [^swimming] is not allowed ■ nude 
bathing ■ I like to go bathing [=go swimming] on summer 
mornings before breakfast. ■ a bathing cap l=a cap worn 
for swimming] 

2 bathe noun, pi bathes [count] Brit : the act of swimming for 
pleasure : SWIM ■ We went for a bathe in the sea. 
bath-house /'bae0,haus, Brit 'ba:0,haus/ noun, pi -hous¬ 
es [count] 

1 : a public building where people go to take baths, showers, 
etc. 

2 US : a public building at a beach where people go to put 
on the clothes they use for swimming 

bathing costume noun, pi ~ -tumes [count] Brit : swim¬ 
suit 

bathing suit noun, pi ~ suits [count] chiefly US : swim¬ 
suit 

bath mat noun, pi ~ mats [count] 

1 : a small rug outside a bathtub for people to stand on while 
they are drying themselves after a bath or shower — see pic¬ 
ture at BATHROOM 
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2 : a rubber mat in a bathtub for people to stand on without 
slipping during a bath or shower 
ba-thOS /'bei,0a:s/ noun [noncount] formal : the sudden ap¬ 
pearance of a silly idea or event in a book, movie discussion, 
etc., that is serious in tone ■ The serious message of the film 
is ruined by the bathos of its ridiculous ending, 
bath-robe /'b£e0,roub, Brit 'baiO.raub/ noun, pi -robes 
[count] : a loose piece of clothing that wraps around your 
body and is worn especially before or after a bath — see col¬ 
or picture on page C12 

bath-room /'bae0,ni:m, Brit 'ba:0,ru:m/ noun, pi -rooms 
[count] 

1 : a room with a sink and toilet and usually a bathtub or 
shower ■ Their house has three bathrooms. In U.S. English, 
a bathroom is mainly thought of as a room with a toilet. In 
British English, a bathroom is mainly thought of as a room 
with a bathtub or shower. 

2 US : a room in a public place with a toilet and sink ■ The 
restaurant has only one bathroom. ■ a public bathroom 
[-restroom, lavatory] 

go to the bathroom or use the bathroom US : to use the 
toilet ■ The little boy told his mother that he had to go to 
the bathroom. ■ You should use the bathroom before we 
leave. 

bath-tub / l b£e0,tAb, Brit 'ba:0,tAb/ noun, pi -tubs [count] 
chiefly US : a large and long container in which people take 
baths or showers — called also ( chiefly Brit ) bath, (US) tub ; 
see picture at bathroom 

bath-water / , b2e0,wa:tas Brit 'ba:0,wD:t3/ noun [noncount] 
: water used for a bath 

throw out the baby with the bathwater see 'baby 
bat mitz-vah /bat'mitsva/ noun.pl ~ -vahs [count] : a cer¬ 
emony and celebration for a Jewish girl usually on her 13th 
birthday when she takes on the religious duties and responsi¬ 
bilities of an adult; also : a girl for whom a bat mitzvah is 
held — called also bas mitzvah ; compare bar mitzvah 
ba-ton /ba’tain, Brit ‘b£e,tDn/ noun, pi -tons [count] 

1 : a thin stick that is used by a music conductor to lead a 
band or orchestra 

2 : a long thin stick with a ball at one end or both ends that 
is carried by someone who performs with or leads a march¬ 
ing band ■ The majorette twirled the baton. 


3 : nightstick ■ a policeman’s baton 

4 : a stick that is passed from one runner to the next runner 
in a relay race ■ They practiced passing the baton. • One of 
the runners dropped the baton. — sometimes used figura¬ 
tively ■ The chef recently passed the baton [=gave the job 
and responsibility that had been hers] to her young assistant. 

bats-man /‘bsetsman/ noun, pi -men [count] : a player who 
is batting especially in the game of cricket ■ a skillful bats¬ 
man The player who is batting in baseball is usually called 
the batter , but a batter who has been hit by a pitch is called a 
hit batsman. 

bat-tal-ion /tofaeljsn/ noun, pi -ions [count] 

1 : a large organized group of soldiers 

2 : a large organized group of people who act together ■ a 
battalion of angry protesters 

1 bat-ten /'bsetp/ verb -tens; -tened; -ten-ing 

batten down [phrasal verb] 1 : to prepare for possible trou¬ 
ble or difficulty ■ The city is battening down for the week¬ 
end’s scheduled protests. ■ People are battening down in 
preparation for a hard winter. 2 batten down (something) 
or batten (something) down : to tie, close, or cover (some¬ 
thing) in order to prevent it from moving or becoming 
damaged ■ Everything on the ship’s deck was battened 
down. ■ We were able to batten down the house just before 
the storm hit. 3 batten down the hatches : to prepare a 
boat or ship for dangerous stormy weather by closing and 
covering the openings in the deck — often used figurative¬ 
ly ■ As the economy grows worse, investors need to batten 
down the hatches and prepare for tough times ahead. 
batten on [phrasal verb] batten on (something or someone) 
Brit, formal + disapproving : to live well or succeed by us¬ 
ing (something or someone) - someone who battens on the 
strength/generosity of others 

2 batten noun, pi -tens [count] : a long thin piece of wood that 
is used to connect and support other pieces of wood 
1 bat-ter /'bseta*/ verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing [+ obj] : to hit 
(something or someone) forcefully many times in a way that 
causes much damage or injury ■ Storms battered the shore. ■ 
He forced his opponent into the comer and battered him 
with a series of hard punches. ■ During the war, the city was 
battered by bombs. • For thousands of years, these moun- 
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taintops have been battered by sun, wind, and rain. ■ Her ex- 
husband had battered her for many years. • children who are 
abused and battered by their parents ■ He tried to batter 
down [=break down ] the door by kicking it. [=to force the 
door to open by kicking it hard] — often used figuratively ■ 
Businesses in the area have been battered [=badly damaged] 
by the bad economy. ■ a country battered by years of war and 
poverty ■ The team’s confidence was battered by a series of 
losses. — see also battered — compare ^batter 

— bat-ter-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

2 batter noun, pi -ters 

1 : a mixture of different ingredients (such as flour, sugar, 
eggs, and oil) that is cooked and eaten [count] a thin pan¬ 
cake batter [noncount] cake batter — compare dough 

2 : a mixture of flour and a liquid (such as egg, oil, or water) 
that is used to cover food before it is fried [count] Dip the 
fish in a batter of flour, milk, and eggs, [noncount] The fish 
was coated with batter and then fried. ■ egg/beer batter 

— compare 3 batter 

3 batter noun, pi -ters [count] baseball: a player who is trying 
to hit the ball : a player who is batting ■ The pitcher walked 
the first batter. ■ He’s a good fielder but a poor batter. [=flit¬ 
ter] ■ She’s a right-handed/left-handed batter. — compare 
2 batter 

4 batter verb -ters; -tered; -tering [+ obf]: to cover (food) in 
a batter and then fry it ■ Batter the fish and then fry it for 10 
minutes. ■ lightly/thickly battered pieces of fish — compare 

1 BATTER 

battered a$ 

1 [more most ~]: damaged by being used too much or in 
a careless way ■ He wore a very battered old hat and sunglass¬ 
es. ■ We finally sold our battered truck and bought a new car. 

2 : badly injured by being hit many times ■ The police took 
pictures of the victim’s battered body. ■ the bruised and bat¬ 
tered face of a boxer 

3 : physically hurt by another person (such as a husband or 
parent) ■ a battered wife/woman ■ battered children 

battering noun [singular] : an attack in which someone is 
badly injured by being hit many times ■ The victim suffered a 
vicious battering. — often used figuratively ■ The party is ex¬ 
pected to take a battering [=to do very poorly] in the upcom¬ 
ing election. ■ markets that have recently taken a battering 
battering ram noun, pi ~ rams [count] : a large and heavy 
piece of wood or other material that is used to hit and break 
through walls and doors 
1 bat»tery /'beetari/ noun, pi -ter-ies 

1 [count]: a device that is placed inside a machine (such as a 
clock, toy, or car) to supply it with electricity * I bought new 
batteries for the flashlights. ■ a car battery ■ battery- powered 
computers ■ a dead battery = (Brit) a flat battery [=a battery 
that has no more electricity] — see picture at car 

2 [count] : a usually large group of similar people, things, or 
ideas that work together, are used together, etc. ■ a battery of 
tests ■ The operation was performed by a battery of doctors. 

3 [count] : a group of two or more big guns used by the mil¬ 
itary • an artillery battery 

4 [noncount] law : the crime of hitting or touching someone 
in a way that is meant to cause harm or injury • He was 
found guilty of battery. — see also assault and battery 

5 [count] baseball : the pitcher and catcher on a particular 
team 

recharge your batteries see recharge 
2 battery adj, always used before a noun, Brit : relating to or 
produced by a type of farming in which animals (such as 
chickens) are kept in small cages ■ a battery farm ■ battery 
chickens versus free-range chickens 
batting average noun, pi ~ averages [count] baseball : a 
number that shows how often a batter gets a base hit ■ an ex¬ 
cellent hitter with a batting average above .300 ■ a low/high 
batting average — sometimes used figuratively ■ a movie di¬ 
rector with a high batting average [=a director who has creat¬ 
ed many successful movies and few unsuccessful movies] 

1 bat-tie /'bsetl/ noun, pi bat-ties 

1 a : a military fight between groups of soldiers, ships, air¬ 
planes, etc. [count] That two-day conflict has become one of 
the most famous battles in history. ■ The battle continued late 
into the night. • the battle of Gettysburg [noncount] The 
men never spoke of the difficulties of battle. [=war] ■ Hun¬ 
dreds of dead soldiers lay on the field of battle. [=the battle¬ 
field] ■ the brave warriors who died/fell in battle [=while 
fighting in a war] ■ Thousands of soldiers were willing to go 
into battle to fight the enemy, b [count] : a violent fight in 


which people use weapons ■ A police officer was injured in a 
gun battle that took place last night. 

2 [count] a : a fight between people or groups in which 
each side tries to win a contest (such as a game or an elec¬ 
tion) or to gain control of something (such as a company) ■ 
The divorced couple is now in a fierce custody battle over 
their son. [=a legal fight about who their son will live with] ■ 
The company was involved in a legal battle with/against one 
of its employees. ■ He has been engaged in a running battle 
[=a fight or disagreement that continues for a long time] with 
the government over the amount of money he owes in taxes. 
— often +for ■ They are engaged in a battle for the presiden¬ 
cy. [=a fight to win an election and become the president] ■ a 
battle for control of the land — often followed by to + verb ■ a 
battle to control the land A battle of wits is a contest in 
which each side tries to win by being smarter or cleverer 
than the other side. ■ In .this movie, it’s a battle of wits as the 
bank robbers try to outsmart the city’s detectives. 4- A battle 
of wills is a contest in which each side tries to win by refusing 
to stop trying. ■ The workers’ strike became a difficult battle 
of wills between the company and the labor union, b : a 
fight between two different or opposite forces • the never- 
ending battle between/of good and evil ■ The comedy is a 
classic treatment of the battle of the sexes. [=the struggle for 
power between women and men] 

3 [count]: a long struggle to succeed or survive during a dif¬ 
ficult situation ■ Last year, he lost his 10-year battle with/ 
against AIDS. [=he died of AIDS after being sick with the dis¬ 
ease for 10 years] ■ Starting her own business has proven to 
be an uphill battle. [=a very difficult struggle] 4- If you are in¬ 
volved in a losing battle you are trying to do something with 
little or no chance of success. ■ I tried to get him to change 
his mind, but it was a losing battle. [=he refused to change his 
mind] ■ She tried to stay awake but it was a losing battle. ■ a 
gardener fighting a losing battle against weeds 

do battle : to fight or struggle ■ political opponents who 
have been doing battle [=battling] for years — usually + 
with ■ political opponents who have been doing battle with 
each other for years ■ soldiers doing battle with the enemy 
half the battle : an important and necessary part of doing or 
achieving something ■ When you’re opening a new restau¬ 
rant, good advertising is half the battle. — often used with 
words like only and just to stress that something is not 
enough by itself to achieve a desired goal ■ If you want a 
career in show business, having talent is only half the 
battle —you also need to be lucky. 
in the heat of (the) battle : while fighting in a battle ■ The 
soldier became confused in the heat of battle. — often used 
figuratively ■ He apologized to his wife for the angry things 
he had said to her in the heat of battle. [=while they were ar¬ 
guing] 

join battle see join 

2 battle verb battles; bat-tied; battling 

1 [no obf]: to fight with weapons • The army battled for con¬ 
trol of the bridge. • The battling armies agreed to a truce. 

2 [no obf] a : to try or struggle very hard to do something ■ 
The team battled [-fought] bravely to win their last game. • 
They battled [struggled] to keep their son out of jail. : to 
struggle or fight for something ■ The two families have bat¬ 
tledfor control of the land for many years, b : to fight or ar¬ 
gue with someone over something ■ The couple battled 
fiercely over how to spend their money. 

3 [+ obf] a : to fight, compete, or argue with (someone or 
something) ■ The two teams are set to battle each other for 
the championship. * Members of both parties continue to 
battle the governor over her policies, b : to try to stop or 
defeat (something) ■ Hundreds of firefighters came to help 
battle the forest fire. ■ People often need help battling their 
drug and alcohol problems. ■ She’s been battling cancer for 
10 years. ■ battling the forces of evil 

battle it out : to argue or fight ■ People were battling it out 
[-fighting it out] over parking spaces. ■ The two sides are 
now battling it out in the courtroom, 
bat-tie—ax (US) or Brit bat-tie—axe /'bsethseks/ noun, pi 
-ax-es [count] 

1 : an ax with a large blade that was used as a weapon in the 
past 

2 informal + disapproving : an unpleasant older woman who 
speaks in an angry way and tries to control others 

battle cruiser noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a ship that is used 
in fighting wars and that is lighter and faster than a battle¬ 
ship 

battle cry noun, pi ~ cries [count] 
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1 : a word, phrase, or sound that is shouted by soldiers in a 
battle : war cry 

2 : a phrase or saying that is used to make people support an 
idea, a cause, etc. ■ “Just Say No!” was the President’s battle 
cry [=rallying cry] for stopping the use of illegal drugs. 

battle fatigue noun [noncount] : a mental illness that is 
caused by the experiences of fighting in a war and that caus¬ 
es extreme feelings of nervousness, depression, etc. — called 
also combat fatigue, shell shock ; compare post-traumatic 

STRESS DISORDER 

bat-tle-field /'b£etl,fi:ld/ noun, pi -fields [count] 

1 : a place where a battle is fought ■ Hundreds of dead sol¬ 
diers lay on the battlefield. 

2 : an area of conflict or disagreement • a political battlefield 
bat-tle-ground /'bst|,graund/ noun, pi -grounds [count] 

: BATrLE field: such as a : a place where a battle is fought 
■ an ancient battleground b : an area of conflict or disagree¬ 
ment ■ a political battleground 

battle line noun, pi lines [count] : a line of soldiers who 
are fighting in a battle — usually used figuratively in phrases 
like the battle lines have been drawn to say that groups of 
people strongly disagree about an issue and are fighting or 
arguing with each other ■ When (the) battle lines were drawn 
over the issue of new taxes, she was quick to side with the 
governor. 

bat-tle-ment /'bzetlmant/ noun, pi -ments [count] : a low 
wall at the top of a castle with open spaces for people inside 
to shoot through — usually plural ■ the castle’s stone battle¬ 
ments 

bat*tle«ship /'bcetJJ’ip/ noun, pi -ships [count] : a large 
ship that has many big guns and is used in fighting wars 
bat-ty /'bseti/ adj bat-ti-er; -est informal 

1 : foolish or silly ■ It’s just another one of her batty [= hare¬ 
brained , nutty , wacky] ideas. 

2 : crazy ■ She’s a little batty. ■ His bad jokes drive me battyl 
[=make me feel angry or annoyed] 

bau-ble /'baibgl/ noun, pi bau-bles [count] 

1 : an inexpensive piece of jewelry ■ shiny glass baubles 

2 Brit : a shiny ball that is hung on a Christmas tree as a dec¬ 
oration 

baulk Brit spelling of ' balk 

baux-ite /'ba:k,sait/ noun [noncount] technical : a soft sub¬ 
stance that looks like clay and that is the source of alumi¬ 
num 

bawdy /'ba:di/ adj bawd-i-er; -est : dealing with sex in a 
way that is meant to be funny • bawdy [=vulgar, lewd] jokes ■ 
a bawdy film that is not appropriate for children 
bawl /'bail /verb bawls; bawled; bawl-ing 

1 [no obf] : to cry very loudly ■ He lay on his bed, bawling 
[-sobbing, wailing] uncontrollably. To bawl your eyes out 
is to cry loudly especially for a long time. ■ It’s the saddest 
book I’ve ever read. I bawled my eyes out at the end. 

2 informal : to say or shout (something) using a very loud 
voice [+ obj] “Get in the car!” he bawled, [no obf] The ser¬ 
geant bawled [=shouted, yelled] at the soldier. 

bawl out [phrasal verb] bawl out (someone) or bawl (some¬ 
one) out chiefly US, informal : to yell at (someone) for do¬ 
ing something bad or wrong • His boss bawled him out for 
forgetting about the meeting. 

1 bay /'bei/ noun, pi bays [count]: a large area of water that is 
part of an ocean or lake and partly surrounded by land ■ 
They went fishing in the bay. • She lives in California near 
San Francisco Bay. — see color picture on page C7 

— compare 2 bay, 3 bay, *bay, 5 bay 
2 bay noun, pi bays [count] 

1 : a section of a ship, airplane, etc., that is used for a special 
purpose (such as storing things) ■ a cargo bay on a ship ■ the 
airplane’s bomb bay • an engine bay 

2 : a section of a room or building ■ a barn with three bays 

— see also bay window 
- compare ‘bay, 3 bay, *bay, 5 bay 

3 bay noun 

at bay : in the position of being unable to move closer while 
attacking or trying to approach someone — used with 
keep or hold ■ The soldiers kept the attackers at bay. [=they 
did not allow the attackers to come closer] ■ Armed with a 
gun, he held the police at bay [=he did not allow the police 
to arrest him] for 10 hours. — often used figuratively • Al¬ 
though the doctors had been able to keep her illness at bay 
[=to prevent her illness from becoming worse] for a few 
months, the disease soon began to spread again, 
-compare ‘bay, 2 bay, *bay, 5 bay 


4 bay noun, pi bays [count] ; a kind of European tree that has 
leaves which are used in cooking — see also bay leaf 

— compare ‘bay, 2 bay, 3 bay, 5 bay 

5 bay noun, pi bays [count] : a horse that is a reddish-brown 
color — compare 'bay, 2 bay, 3 bay, *bay 

— bay adj, of a horse ■ a bay [=reddish-brown] colt/mare 
6 bay verb bays; bayed; bay-ing [no obf] 

1 : to bark with long sounds ■ The dog was baying [=howling] 
at the moon. 

2 : to shout or cry out in a loud and often angry way ■ a bay¬ 
ing crowd ■ an angry mob baying for blood [=angrily de¬ 
manding or threatening violence] 

bay leaf noun, pi ~~ leaves [count] : a dried leaf from the 
bay tree that has a sweet smell and is used in cooking 
bay•O* net /'bejanst/ noun, pi -nets [count] : a long knife 
that is attached to the end of a rifle and used as a weapon in 
battle 

— bayonet verb -nets; -net-ed; -net-ing [+ obf] ■ The sol¬ 
dier was bayoneted in the chest. 

bay*OU /'baju/ noun, pi -OUS [count] : an area of water in 
the southern U.S. in which the water moves very slowly and 
is filled with many plants ■ Louisiana bayous 
bay window noun, pi ~~ -dows [count] : a large window or 
set of windows that sticks out from the outside wall of a 
building — see picture at window 
ba-zaar /ba'za»/ noun, pi -zaars [count] 

1 : a type of market found especially in Middle Eastern 
countries that has rows of small shops which sell many dif¬ 
ferent kinds of things 

2 : an event at which things are sold to raise money for peo¬ 
ple or an organization ■ a charity bazaar ■ church bazaars 

ba-ZOO-ka /ba'zuika/ noun, pi -kas [count] : a military 
weapon that rests on a person’s shoulder and fires small 
rockets at tanks 

BB /'bi: ,bi:/ noun, pi BBS [count] : a small metal ball that is 
fired from a BB gun 

b-ball /'bi: ,ba:l/ noun [noncount] US, informal : basket¬ 
ball 

BBC abbr British Broadcasting Corporation <*• The BBC is a 
radio and television company that is owned by the British 
government. 

BB gun noun, pi guns [count] chiefly US : a gun that uses 
air pressure to fire small metal balls (called BBs) 

BBQ abbr barbecue 

BC or chiefly US B.C. abbr before Christ — used to refer to 
the years that came before the birth of Jesus Christ ■ 550 B.C. 
• in the fifth century B.C. [=between the years 499 and 400 
B.C.] — compare a.d., b.c.e., c.e. 

BCE or chiefly US B.C.E. abbr before the Christian Era; be¬ 
fore the Common Era — used to refer to the years that came 
before the birth of Jesus Christ B.C.E. is now often used 
instead of B.C. especially in scientific writing. • 550 B.C.E. ■ 
in the fifth century B.C.E. [=between the years 499 and 400 
B.C.E.] — compare a.d., b.c., C.e. 
be /'bi:/ verb, present first singular am /'sm, am/ second sin¬ 
gular are /’a», al third singular is /*iz, az/ pi are; past tense 
for first and third singular was /'waz/ second singular were 
/'w a/ pi were; past participle been /'bin, Brit *bi:n/ present 
participle be-ing /'bi jio/ 

1 [linking verb] a — used to indicate the identity of a person 
or thing ■ Today is Wednesday. ■ John is my brother. ■ The 
first person I met was Susan. = Susan was the first person I 
met. • Who are you? ■ “There’s someone at the door.” "Who 
is it?” “It’$ David.” ■ Your responsibility is to keep this area 
clean. = Keeping this area clean is your responsibility, b — 
used to describe the qualities of a person or thing "My hands 
are cold. ■ He is 35 years old and six feet tall. ■ I’m hungry. ■ 
The leaves are green, and so is the grass. ■ The noise was very 
loud. ■ The way he behaves is foolish. ■ How foolish he Ls\ ■ 
“(Are) You hungry?" "Yes, I am .” ■ The book is about English 
grammar. ■ These people are with me. ■ The letter is for you. 
■ They asked the students not to be late. = They asked that 
the students not be late. ■ Treat people with respect, whether 
they are rich or poor. = (formal) Treat people with respect, 
whether they be rich or poor. = (formal) Treat people with 
respect, be they rich or poor. ■ Our neighbors are being un¬ 
usually friendly lately. ■ Don’t be such a fool! [=don’t act in 
such a foolish way] ■ To be perfectly/quite honest/frank 
(with you), I didn’t like the movie. [=1 am speaking honestly/ 
frankly when I say that I didn’t like the movie] • The book is 
mine. ■ I’d do it if I were you. [=1 think you should do it] C 

— used to indicate the condition of a person or thing ■ “Hi. 
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How are you?” “Fine, thanks. How are you?” ■ How is your 
father? = How is your father’s health? 

2 [linking verb ] — used to indicate the group, class, category, 
etc., that a person or thing belongs to ■ Ym a doctor and my 
sister is a lawyer. ■ That fish is a trout. ■ The trout is a (kind 
of) fish. ■ Apes are mammals. ■ She\y a hard worker. [=she 
works hard] ■ What a fool he is\ [=he is a fool] ■ Being an art¬ 
ist herself [=because she is an artist herself], she tends to look 
at other people’s paintings very critically. 

3 [linking verb] — used to indicate the place, situation, or po¬ 
sition of a person or thing ■ The book is on the table. ■ 
“Where's John?” “He’s in the living room.” ■ The house is 
past the bridge. ■ It was great being here. = It was great to be 
here. ■ I must be on my way. [=1 must go] ■ Here’s the book. = 
Here it is. 

4 [linking verb] a — used in phrases with there to describe a 
situation, occurrence, etc. • There is a book on the table. [=a 
book is on the table] ■ There are concerts several times a 
week. [=concerts are held several times a week] ■ There will 
be concerts next week. ■ “7 here’s someone at the door.” 
“Who is it?” “It’s John.” b — used in phrases with it to indi¬ 
cate a time or place or to describe a current, past, or future 
condition ■ It’s 12 o’clock. [=the time is 12 o’clock] ■ It’s 
noon/early/late. ■ It’s Wednesday today. [=today is Wednes¬ 
day] ■ It was noon when we arrived. [=we arrived at noon] ■ It 
was here that I lost my way. [=1 lost my way here] ■ It’s rain¬ 
ing. ■ It’s hot out! ■ It's odd that he didn’t see us. [=the fact 
that he didn’t see us was odd] 

5 [linking verb\ — used to say how much something costs ■ “I 
like this painting. How much is it?” [=how much does it 
cost?] "It’s 600 dollars.” [=it costs 600 dollars] 

6 [linking verb] — used to say that one amount or number is 
the same as another ■ Three plus two is [=equals] five. 

7 [no obj] : to happen or take place ■ The concert was last 
night. ■ The concert is [=will be] tomorrow night. [=the con¬ 
cert will take place tomorrow night] « “When was the Battle 
of Waterloo?” “(It way) In 1815.” ■ “When is Christmas?” "It’s 
on a Wednesday this year.” 

8 [no obj] : to come or go — used in perfect tenses ■ She has 
already been [=come] and gone. • Have you ever been [-gone] 
to Rome? ■ I haven’t been there for several years. ■ I’ve been 
waiting for you for half an hour. Where have you been! 
[=where were you?; why weren’t you here?] People who 
have been there, done that are bored about the idea of going 
somewhere or doing something because they have already 
done it before. This is an informal phrase that is often used 
in a joking way. ■ I suggested to my cousin that she go to 
Florida for her vacation, but she said, “ Been there, done 
that." 

9 [no obj 1 somewhat formal : to exist or live • I think, there¬ 
fore I am. [=exist] ■ Once upon a time there way [=lived\ a 
knight. ■ There once way a man who dwelt alone in a small 
village. ■ all the things that are [=exist] ■ “To be, or not to be: 
that is the question.” —Shakespeare, Hamlet (1600) 

10 [auxiliary verb] — used with the past participle of a verb 
to form passive constructions ■ The money way found by a 
child. ■ They were [=got\ married by a priest. ■ Don’t befooled 
by what he says. ■ Please be seated. [=please sit down] ■ The 
election way expected to produce a very close result. • God be 
praised ! [=let God be praised] ■ I way surprised by her rude¬ 
ness. 

11 [auxiliary verb] a — used with the present participle of a 
verb to express continuous action ■ They are studying. ■ I 
have been sleeping. ■ He way reading. ■ Are you getting hun¬ 
gry? ■ Our neighbors are being unusually friendly, b — 
used with the present participle of a verb to express future or 
later action ■ Ym seeing him tomorrow. [=1 will see him to¬ 
morrow] • We are leaving soon. [=we will leave soon] 

12 [auxiliary verb] a — used with to + verb to say what will 
happen or was going to happen in the future ■ The best is 
yet/still to come. [=the best has not yet happened] • No one 
realized that she way one day to become famous. [=that she 
would become famous one day] ■ She way not/never to see 
him again. [=she would never see him again] ■ There are to be 
two concerts next week. [=there will be two concerts next 
week] b — used with to + verb to say what should happen 
or be done ■ People like that are to be pitied, not hated. 
[=people like that should be pitied] ■ You are not (allowed) to 
smoke in here! ■ What am I to do ? [=what should I do?] C — 
used in negative statements with to + verb to say what is or 
was possible • The truth of their argument way not to be de¬ 
nied. [=could not be denied] ■ You’re not to blame: you 
weren't to know he’d be offended. [=you could not have 


known that he would be offended] • The book was nowhere 
to be found. [=could not be found] d — used with to + verb 
to say that one thing must happen or be true so that another 
thing can happen or be true ■ He must study if he is to pass 
his exams. [=he must study in order to pass his exams] 

13 [auxiliary verb] — used like have with the past participle 
of some verbs to form perfect tenses ■ He isn’t here: he is 
[=.has] gone. — now often considered archaic • Christ is ris¬ 
en. [=Christ has risen] 

be yourself : to behave in a normal or natural way • You 're 
not yourself today. What’s the matter? ■ I’ll be myself again 
once I’ve had something to eat. ■ “How can I impress her?” 
"Just be yourself ” 

leave (someone or something) be see 1 leave 
let (someone or something) be see ’let 
the best is yet to be see 3 best 
the powers that be see ’power 
to be sure see ’sure 
be-prefix 

1 : make : cause to be ■ be foul ■ ftenumb : treat as ■ belittle ■ 
befriend 

2 : about ■ be wail ■ be moan ■ bespeak 

3 : in a way that is easy to notice ■ ftewhiskered ■ be jeweled ■ 
bespectacled 

4 : thoroughly : very much ■ beloved 

1 beach /'bi:tf/ noun, pi beach-es [count] : an area covered 
with sand or small rocks that is next to an ocean or lake ■ We 
spent the day at the beach. ■ walking/lying on the beach ■ 
white, sandy beaches ■ private/public beaches — see color 
picture on page C7 

2 beach verb beaches; beached; beach-ing [+obj] 

1 : to cause (a boat or ship) to go out of the water and onto a 
beach ■ The pirates beached the ship on the island. 

2 When a large ocean animal, such as a whale, is beached 
or has beached itself, it has come out of the water onto land 
and is unable to return to the water. ■ People were trying to 
rescue a whale that had beached itself on the shore. ■ a 
beached whale 

beach ball noun, pi ■—■ balls [count] : a large ball that is 
filled with air and made for use at the beach 
beach buggy noun, pi ~ -gies [count ]: dune buggy 
beaclvcomb-er /'biitfikouma 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a 
person who walks along beaches looking for things (such as 
seashells or items that can be sold) 
beach-front /'biitfJrAnt/ noun, pi -fronts [count] : an area 
of land that has a beach on one side ■ We went for a walk 
along the beachfront. — often used before another noun ■ 
beachfront properties 

beach-head /'bi:tf|hed/ noun, pi -heads [count] : a beach 
on an enemy’s shore that an invading army takes and con¬ 
trols in order to prepare for the arrival of more soldiers and 
supplies — often used figuratively to mean a place or posi¬ 
tion that serves as a base for future action or progress ■ The 
company established a beachhead in New York City, 
beach towel noun, pi ■—■ -els [count] : a large, usually 
brightly colored towel made for use at the beach 
beach-wear /'biitfiWea 1 / noun [noncount] : clothing made 
to be worn at the beach 
bea-COn /'bkkan/ noun, pi -cons [count] 

1 : a strong light that can be seen from far away and that is 
used to help guide ships, airplanes, etc. 

2 : a radio signal that is broadcast to help guide ships, air¬ 
planes, etc. ■ a radio beacon 

3 : someone or something (such as a country) that guides or 
gives hope to others ■ These countries are beacons of democ¬ 
racy. ■ Our nation should be a beacon of/for peace to people 
around the world. ■ This new medicine is a beacon of hope 
for/to thousands of people. [=this new medicine gives hope 
to thousands of people] 

4 in the past: a fire built on a hill and used as a signal 
bead /*bi:d/ noun, pi beads [count] 

1 : a small, usually round piece of glass, wood, stone, etc., 
that has a hole through its center and that is put on a string 
with other similar pieces and worn as jewelry or that is sewn 
onto clothing ■ a string of beads ■ She was wearing beads. [=a 
necklace of beads] — see color picture on page C11 

2 : a small, round drop of liquid (such as water or blood) • 
Beads of sweat began rolling/running down their faces. 
draw a bead on also US get a bead on or take a bead on 

: to aim at (someone or something) - He lifted the rifle and 
carefully drew a bead on the target. — often used figura¬ 
tively ■ The government is drawing a bead on inflation. [=is 
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targeting inflation] • It’s hard to get a bead on [=to under¬ 
stand] the reasons for her decision, 
bead-ed /'bi:dad/ adj 

1 : decorated with beads ■ fancy beaded dresses 

2 : covered with small drops of sweat • Her forehead was 
beaded with sweat/perspiration. 

bead-ing /'biidii)/ noun \noncount\ : beads that are sewn on 
a piece of clothing as decoration 
bead-work /'bi:d,wa-k/ noun [inoncount ] : beading ■ beau¬ 
tiful beadwork 

beady /'bi:di/ adj bead-i-er; -est disapproving — used to 
describe eyes that are small, round, and shiny and that usual¬ 
ly suggest a bad quality (such as greed or dishonesty) ■ The 
workers were nervous because they knew the boss was 
watching them with his beady little eyes, 
bea-gle /'biigsl/ noun, pi bea-gles [count] : a type of small 
dog used for hunting that has smooth black, brown, and 
white fur — see picture at DOG 
beak /'bi:k/ noun, pi beaks [count] 

1 : the hard usually pointed parts that cover a bird’s mouth 
: BILL ■ the beak of a hawk — see picture at bird 

2 informal + humorous : a person's nose ■ an actor with a big 
beak 

— beaked /'bi:kt/ adj • a long -beaked bird 
bea-ker /'bi.ka*/ noun, pi -kers [count] 

1 : a wide glass with a lip for pouring that is used especially 
in chemistry for holding and measuring liquids 

2 chiefly Brit : a large drinking cup with a wide opening that 
is typically made of plastic or metal 

be—all and end-all /'biiiailand'cnd^il/ noun 
the be-all and end-all : the most important part of some¬ 
thing or the reason for something • He acts as if making 
money is the be-all and end-all of human existence. 

1 beam /'bi:m/ noun, pi beams [count] 

1 a : a line of light coming from a source (such as the sun or 
a headlight) • a bright beam of light ■ We saw the beams from 
their flashlights. ■ a laser beam — see also HIGH beam, LOW 
beam, sunbeam b : a line of energy, particles, etc., that 
cannot be seen 1 a beam of electrons ■ X-ray beams 

2 : a long and heavy piece of wood or metal that is used as a 
support in a building or ship ■ the building's steel support 
beams ■ wood ceiling beams — see also balance beam 
off beam Brit, informal : incorrect or mistaken ■ My guess 

was way off beam. [=(f/>S) off base] 
on the beam informal : exactly correct • His description of 
the problem was right on the beam. [=(more commonly) on 
the mark] 

— beamed adj ■ The living room has a beamed ceiling. [=a 
ceiling that is supported with wood or metal beams] 

2 beam verb beams; beamed; beam-ing 

1 a [no obj] : to smile happily • She beamed as she told us the 
good news. 1 They stood beaming with satisfaction, b [+ obj] 
: to say (something) while smiling happily ■ ‘‘We’re getting 
married!” he beamed. 

2 : to send out beams of light or energy [no obj] Sunlight 
was beaming [= shining] through the window. [+ obj] The sun 
beamed its light through the window. 

3 [+ obj] : to send out (information, television signals, etc.) 
through wires or the air ■ Pictures of the distant planet were 
beamed back to the Earth. 

4 [+ obj] in stories : to send (someone) to another place in¬ 
stantly by using a special machine • The space explorers were 
beamed onto the surface of the planet. 

1 bean /'bi:n/ noun, pi beans [count] 

1 a : a seed that is eaten as a vegetable and that comes from 
any one of many different kinds of climbing plants • We ate 
rice and beans for dinner, b : a part of a plant that contains 
very young seeds and that is eaten as a vegetable — see also 
GREEN BEAN, POLE BEAN, SNAP BEAN, STRING BEAN, WAX 
bean C : a plant that produces beans ■ We’re growing to¬ 
matoes and beans in our garden this year. 

2 : a seed that looks like a bean but that does not come from 
a climbing plant ■ coffee beans ■ cocoa beans • a vanilla bean 

— see also jelly bean, jumping bean 
a hill of beans see hill 

full of beans informal 1 : full of energy and life • We were 
young and full of beans. ■ Although she’s much older now, 
she’s still full of beans. 2 US : not correct or truthful: full 
of nonsense ■ If that's what he’s been saying, then he’s full 
of beans. 

not know beans about US, informal : to not know any¬ 
thing about (something) ■ He doesn’t know beans about 


computers. [=he knows nothing about computers] 
spill the beans informal ; to reveal secret information ■ I 
tried to get him to tell me what he knew, but he refused to 
spill the beans. 

2 bean verb beans; beaned; bean-ing [+ obj] informal : to 
hit (someone) on the head with something ■ A kid in the 
back of the room beaned me with an eraser. [=threw an eras¬ 
er that hit my head] • ( baseball ) The pitcher almost beaned 
the first batter. [=he threw a pitch that almost hit the batter’s 
head] 

bean-bag /'bi:n,b®g/ noun, pi -bags [count] 

1 : a small cloth bag that is filled with dried beans or small 
pieces of another material and used as a toy 

2 : a large bag that is filled with small round pieces of mate¬ 
rial and used as a soft chair ■ a beanbag chair 

bean counter noun, pi ~ -ters [count] informal + disap¬ 
proving : a person who helps to run a business and who only 
cares about money 1 He blames corporate bean counters for 
causing thousands of workers to lose their jobs, 
bean curd noun [noncount] : tofu 

bean-ie /'bi:ni/ noun, pi -ies [count] : a small, round, tight- 
fitting hat or cap 

bean-pole /'bi:n,poul/ noun, pi -poles [count] informal + 
humorous : a tall and thin person 
bean sprouts noun [plural] : very young plants that come 
from bean seeds and that are used as a vegetable 
1 bear /'beaj noun, pi bear or bears [count] 

1 : any one of a group of large and heavy animals that have 
thick hair and sharp claws and that can stand on two legs 
like a person ■ a mother bear and her cubs — sometimes 
used figuratively to describe a large man ■ a tall, friendly 
bear of a man ■ My father can be a grumpy old bear when 
he’s tired. ^ In informal British English, a person who be¬ 
comes angry or annoyed very easily is (like) a bear with a 
sore head. • My father can be like a bear with a sore head 
when he’s tired. —see also black bear, grizzly bear, 

POLAR BEAR, TEDDY BEAR 

2 finance : a person who expects the price of stocks to go 
down and who sells them to avoid losing money ■ The bears 
outnumbered the bulls on Wall Street today. — compare 
^ull; see also bear market 

3 US, informal : something that is difficult to do or deal with 
• This oven is a bear to clean. [=this oven is very hard to 
clean] 

loaded for bear see loaded 



2 bear verb bears; bore /'boa 1 /; borne /'boMi/; bear-ing 

1 : to accept or endure (something) [+ obj] He bore [-toler¬ 
ated] their insults patiently. — usually used in questions and 
negative statements with can, can’t, could , and couldn’t • He 
could hardly bear [=stand] the pain. ■ I can 't bear cold weath¬ 
er. [=1 strongly dislike cold weather] ■ I couldn’t bear the sus¬ 
pense. ■ I can't bear it if/when people behave like that! ■ I 
can’t bear doing this. = I can’t bear to do this. - How can you 
bear to see him again after the way he’s treated you? ■ I 
couldn’t bear you to get the wrong idea. ■ I couldn’t bear his 
behavior. = His behavior was more than I could bear. ■ I 
couldn’t bear the thought/idea of moving again, [no obj] 
(US) — +for • I couldn’t bear for you to get the wrong idea. 

2 [+ obj] : to be worthy of (something) : to deserve or allow 
(something) ■ a joke too silly to bear repeating [=a joke that 
is too silly to be worth repeating] • It’s so horrible it doesn’t 
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bear thinking about! [=it’s so horrible that I don’t want to 
think about itl ■ a symphony that can bear comparison with 
Beethoven’s best • a plan that will not bear [=withstand] close 
scrutiny/examination • suspicious behavior that bears 
watching [=that should be watched] 

3 [+ obi] : to assume or accept (something, such as cost or re¬ 
sponsibility) ■ The company agreed to bear the costs/expens¬ 
es. • The criminals must bear full responsibility for the 
deaths of these innocent people. • Who will bear the blame 
for this tragedy? 

4 [+ obj] somewhat formal + literary : to move while holding 
up and supporting (something) : CARRY • The demonstra¬ 
tors bore banners and sang songs. ■ They arrived bearing 
gifts. ■ The leaves were borne aloft/away by the wind. ■ 
disease-toari/ig germs [=germs that carry and spread diseas¬ 
es] ■ germ-tome diseases [=diseases that are carried and 
spread by germs] ■ He believes that citizens should have the 
right to bear arms. [=to carry weapons] ^ If something is 
borne in on/upon you, it is made very clear to you. This is a 
formal phrase. ■ It was borne in on us by the new evidence 
that prompt action was very important. [=the new evidence 
strongly indicated that prompt action was very important] 

5 [+ obj\ a : to have (something) as a feature or characteris¬ 
tic ■ His leg was badly injured in the accident and it still bears 
[=stows] the scars/wounds/marks. ■ His face bears marks/ 
signs of suffering. ■ Your conclusion bears [=has] no relation 
to the evidence. ■ She bore a resemblance to her aunt. [=she 
looked like her aunt] b : to have a surface on which some¬ 
thing is written, drawn, etc. ■ The cornerstone bears a Latin 
inscription. ■ a letter bearing the date of 1900 ■ a shield bear¬ 
ing strange symbols C : to have (a name, price, etc.) ■ He 
bore the name (of) John. ■ The store sells imported goods 
bearing [-having, with] high prices, d : to have or hold (a 
feeling) in the mind • She still bears a grudge against him. = 
She still bears him a grudge. ■ She says she bears him no re¬ 
sentment for the way he treated her. • I can’t deny the love I 
still bear [-feel] for her. 

6 [+ obj] a formal : to give birth to (a child) ■ She has borne 
three children. • She has borne her husband three children, 
b : to produce (something) ■ a bank account that bears inter¬ 
est = an interest -bearing bank account ■ a bush that bears red 
flowers • trees that bear fruit — see also bear FRUIT (below) 

7 [+ obj] : to support the weight of (something) ■ How much 
weight is that wall able to bear ? 

8 [no obj ]: to go, move, or turn in a specified direction ■ Bear 
south. ■ The road bears (to the) right. ■ When you get to the 
fork in the road, you should bear [=tum] left. 

| Do not confuse bear with bare. \ 

bear down [phrasal xerb] US : to use all of your strength and 
effort to do something : to try very hard to do something • 
The pitcher bore down and struck out the last batter. ■ If 
we’re going to finish on time, we really have to bear down, 
bear down on [phrasal xerb] 1 bear down on (something) 
: to push or lean down on (something) ■ The old man bore 
down heavily on his cane. ■ She bore down hard on her pen¬ 
cil. 2 bear down on (someone) : to place pressure on 
(someone) ■ Don’t let your problems bear down too hard 
on you. [=don’t let your problems weigh you down] 3 
bear down on (someone or something) : to approach or 
move toward (something or someone) quickly and in a 
frightening or impressive way ■ The enemy battleship bore 
down on us. 

bear fruit: to produce a desired result or reward ■ All his 
plans have finally borne fruit. [=all his plans have finally 
been realized] — see also 2 BEAR 6b (above) 
bear in mind see ‘mind 

bear on [phrasal xerb] bear on (something) formal 1 : to 
have an effect on (something) • Personal feelings did not 
bear on our decision. [=did not affect or influence our de¬ 
cision] 2 : to apply or relate to (something) • What are the 
facts bearing directly on this matter? 
bear out [phrasal xerb] bear out (something or someone) or 
bear (something or someone) out : to show the correctness 
of (something or someone) ■ The facts bore out [-con- 
firmed] her story. [=the facts showed that her story was 
true] ■ Research has fully borne him out. [=has shown that 
he was completely correct] 

bear up [phrasal xerb] : to not be overwhelmed during a 
time of trouble, pain, etc. ■ She’s been going through a 
tough time, but she’s bearing up pretty well. — often + un¬ 
der ■ She has found it hard to bear up under the strain. 
bear with [phrasal xerb] bear with (someone) : to be patient 


with (someone) ■ I’ll have that information for you soon. 
Just bear with me for another minute or two. 
bear witness see ‘witness 

bear yourself formal : to move, stand, or behave in a speci¬ 
fied way ■ The soldier bore himself [-carried himself] stiffly 
upright. ■ The soldier never failed to bear himself [^conduct 
himself, behaxe] courageously on the battlefield. ■ He al¬ 
ways bore himself [-behaved] like a gentleman. 
bring (something) to bear : to cause (something) to have 
an effect or influence ■ The company’s new president 
brings 30 years of experience to bear. • If we hope to re¬ 
solve these issues, more resources must be brought to bear. 
— often used with on • They will bring their considerable 
skills/talent/experience/knowledge to bear on the prob¬ 
lem. ■ The demonstrators will continue to bring pressure 
to bear on the government. 
cross to bear see ‘cross 
grin and bear it see grin 

bear-able /‘berabal/ ad) [more most ~]: possible to bear 
: able to be accepted or endured ■ He’s in a great deal of 
pain, but the medication makes it bearable. — opposite UN¬ 
BEARABLE 

— bear-abil-i-ty Abera'bibti/ noun [noncount] — bear-ably 
/'berabli/ adv 

bear claw noun, pi ~ Claws [count] US : a filled pastry 
shaped to look like a bear’s foot 
beard /'bi^d/ noun, pi beards [count] 

1 : the hair that grows on a man’s cheeks and chin ■ He grew 
a beard and mustache. 

2 : the long hair that grows on the chin of some animals ■ the 
beard of a goat 

— beard-ed /'bia-dad/ adj ■ a bearded college professor 


sideburns, 
sideboards [Brit) 



goatee 


beard mustache (US), 

moustache (chiefly Brit) 



bear-er /'bera/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who bears or carries something ■ the bearer of a 
U.S. passport ■ The bearers [-porters] carried our baggage up 
the mountain. ■ the bearer of glad/bad tidings [=the person 
who brings good/bad news] - His nephew was the ring bearer 
[=the person who holds the rings until they are needed] at his 
wedding. —see also pallbearer, standard-bearer, 
TORCHBEARER 

2 finance : a person who has a check or order for payment ■ 
The check was marked “payable to bearer 

bear hug noun, pi ~ hugs [count] : a strong and rough hug 
: an act of showing affection by putting your arms around 
someone and squeezing very tightly ■ He gave his brother a 
bear hug. 

bearing noun, pi -ings 

1 [singular] formal : the way in which a person moves, 
stands, or behaves ■ a man of military/dignified/regal bearing 

2 formal: a relation or connection — + on [singular] These 
facts have a direct bearing on the question. [=these facts re¬ 
late to the question in a direct way] [noncount] Personal 
feelings had no bearing on our decision. [=personal feelings 
did not affect or influence our decision] 

3 [count] technical : a machine part in which another part 
turns or slides — see also BALL BEARING 

4 [count] technical : a measurement taken with a compass 
that indicates the direction or position of something ■ take/ 
get a compass bearing 

beyond bearing or past bearing formal : too painful, un¬ 
pleasant, etc., to be accepted or endured ■ a grief that is al¬ 
most past bearing [= unbearable] 
getffind your bearings : to find out your position « Let’s 
stop here and find our bearings. [=figure out exactly where 
we are] — often used figuratively • Our course for new em¬ 
ployees will help you get/find your bearings at work. 
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lose your bearings : to become lost ■ The ship lost its bear¬ 
ings in the fog. — often used figuratively ■ I feel I’ve lost my 
bearings in life. [=1 have become confused about my life; I 
do not know what I am doing or what I want to do in my 
life] 

bearish /'benf/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : having qualities like a bear — used especially to describe 
a large man • a grumpy, bearish old man 

2 : expecting the price of stocks to go down ■ bearish inves¬ 
tors : characterized by falling stock prices ■ The market has 
been bearish lately. — compare bullish 

— bear-ish-ly adv — bear*ish*ness noun [noncount] 
bear market noun, pi ~ -kets [count] finance : a market 

(such as a stock market) in which prices are going down 

— compare bull market 

bear-skin /'bearskin/ noun, pi -skins [count] 

1 : the skin and fur of a bear — often used before another 
noun ■ a bearskin rug 

2 : a tall, black fur hat worn in ceremonies by some British 
soldiers 

beast /'bi:st/ noun, pi beasts [count] 

1 old-fashioned : an animal ■ dogs and other four-footed 
beasts ■ wild beasts ■ the birds and beasts of the forest • a con¬ 
flict between man and beast [=between human beings and 
animals]; especially : a wild animal that is large, dangerous, 
or unusual ■ They were attacked by a savage beast. ■ a story 
about a mythical/imaginary beast [=creature] with two heads 

2 old-fashioned : an unkind or cruel person ■ He’s a cruel, 
hateful beastl ■ her beast of a husband [=her husband who is 
a beast] 

3 informal : a person or thing of a particular kind ■ Reading 
modern English is one thing, but understanding Shakespeare 
is an entirely different beast. [=is an entirely different thing; 
is entirely different] ■ a powerful political beast [=a powerful 
politician] 

beast-ly /'bi:stli/ adj beast-li-er; -est [also more —; most 
~] chiefly Brit : very unpleasant • We’ve been having such 
beastly [=terrible] weather lately. ■ What a beastly habit! ■ 
beastly behavior 

— beast*I i -ness noun [noncount] 

beast of burden noun, pi beasts of burden [count] : an 
animal that people use to carry heavy things 
1 beat /'bi:t/ verb beat; beat*en /'bi:tn/ or chiefly US beat; 
beat.ing 

1 : to hit (something) repeatedly [+ obj] He beat the door 
with his fists. = He beat his fists against/on the door. ■ He 
beat the dusty rug with a stick. = He beat a stick against the 
dusty rug. ■ He beat the dust out of the rug with a stick. • She 
used a hammer to beat the metal into shape. • She used a 
hammer to beat the nail into the wall. • The dented metal was 
beaten flat. ■ The waves were beating the shore, [no obj ] He 
beat at/against/on the door with his fists. ■ The waves were 
beating on/against the shore. ■ The rain beat on the roof. 

2 [+ obj] : to hit (someone) repeatedly in order to cause pain 
or injury ■ They beat him with clubs. ■ He was beaten badly/ 
savagely/brutally. ■ a man accused of beating his wife ■ They 
beat him to the ground. [=they hit him repeatedly and he fell 
to the ground] • They threatened to beat the (living) day¬ 
lights out of him. [=to beat him very badly] • He was beaten 
to death. — see also beating, beat up (below), beat up 
on (below) 

3 : to hit (a drum) repeatedly in order to produce music or a 
signal [+ obj ] The drummer kept beating his drum. • the 
sound of a beaten drum ■ They beat (out) a message on their 
drums. ■ The drum kept beating (out) its rhythm, [no obj] 
The drummer kept beating. • The drum kept beating. ■ the 
sound of a beating drum — see also beat the drum for at 
‘drum 

4 cooking : to stir or mix (something) in a forceful way [+ 
obj] She used a whisk to beat the eggs. ■ The recipe says you 
should beat the eggs lightly/thoroughly/well. ■ Slowly beat 
the sugar into the batter. = Slowly beat in the sugar. = Slowly 
beat the sugar in. [no obj ] Separate out the egg whites and 
beat until stiff. 

5 : to move (wings) with an up and down motion [+ obj] The 
bird was beating [= flapping ] its wings, [no obj] the sound of 
beating wings 

6 [no obj] of the heart : to make the regular movements need¬ 
ed to pump blood • My heart was beating wildly/frantically 
with excitement and my pulse was racing! • ( humorous ) We 
get free doughnuts? Be still, my beating heartl 

7 [+ obj ] a : to defeat (someone) in a game, contest, etc. ■ 


He gets very angry when I beat him at chess. ■ We beat them 
14 to 3. • Our team was badly beaten in the championship 
game. ■ She was narrowly beaten in the previous election, but 
she won this time. ■ We beat them soundly/convincingly/ 
comfortably/easily/badly. = ( US) We beat the pants off 
them. ■ They tried to lure away our customers by offering 
deep discounts, but we beat them at their own game. [=we 
offered even deeper discounts than they did] People say if 
you can’t beat them, join them or if you can’t beat ’em, join 
’em when they decide to do what other people are doing and 
to stop opposing them, b : to do better than (something) ■ 
She managed to beat the old record by several seconds. ■ We 
can still beat the deadline if we work quickly. ■ His wonder¬ 
ful performance will be hard/tough to beat. = His wonderful 
performance will take some beating. [=it will be difficult for 
anyone to do better than his wonderful performance] ■ Most 
new restaurants fail, but this one somehow managed to beat 
the odds. [=this one succeeded even though it did not have a 
good chance of succeeding] People say can you beat that? 
when they are surprised or angry about something. ■ Can 
you beat that'll A person like him being elected mayor! [=it is 
surprising or ridiculous to think that a person like him has 
been elected mayor] c not used in progressive tenses : to be 
better than (something) ■ For sheer luxury you can’t beat a 
nice hot bath. = For sheer luxury, nothing beats a nice hot 
bath. = For sheer luxury, a nice hot bath beats anything, d 
: to control or overcome (something) ■ By working together 
we can beat crime! • ( US) His favorite way of beating the 
heat [=remaining cool in hot weather] is to have a couple of 
cold beers, e : to be too difficult for (someone) • This prob¬ 
lem has beaten everyone. [=no one has been able to solve this 
problem] The informal expression (ft) beats me means “I 
don’t know.” ■ “How did she manage to fix the problem so 
quickly?” “ Beats me.” ■ I don’t believe anything he tells me. It 
beats me how people can continue to trust him. 

8 [+ obj ] a : to come, arrive, or act before (someone or 
something) ■ I beat him narrowly to the finish line. [=1 
reached the finish line slightly before he did] ■ I bet I can beat 
you to the front door! • I wondered which of us would finish 
our work first, but she beat me to it by two days. [=she fin¬ 
ished two days before I did] b : to avoid having problems 
with (something) by acting earlier ■ We left early so that we 
could beat the traffic. ■ We got to the store when it opened 
and managed to beat the rush, 
beat a dead horse see 'horse 

beat a path : to make (a path) by walking over the ground 
many times ■ They beat a path through the woods to the 
stream. — sometimes used figuratively ■ If you work hard 
and well, success will beat a path to your door. [=you will 
be very successful] 

beat a retreat : to leave quickly ■ A group of teenagers was 
causing trouble, but they beat a hasty retreat when the 
cops arrived. 

beat around/about the bush see bush 
beat back [phrasal verb ] beat back (someone) or beat (some¬ 
one) back : to force (someone) to go back or to retreat by 
fighting ■ Our troops were beaten back by enemy forces. 
beat down [phrasal verb] 1 of the sun : to shine down with 
great heat and strength • The blazing sun was beating down 
on us mercilessly/relentlessly. 2 beat (something) down 
or beat down (something) : to hit (something, such as a 
door) so that it falls down ■ The police had to beat down 
the door to get into the house. ■ The storm beat down the 
crops. — often used figuratively ■ Years of failure had beat¬ 
en him down. [=had caused him to lose hope or spirit] 3 
chiefly Brit a beat (someone) down or beat down (some¬ 
one) : to cause (someone) to lower a price -1 beat her down 
from £30 to £15. b beat (a price) down or beat down (a 
price) : to cause someone to lower (a price) ■ I beat her 
asking price down from £30 to £15. 
beat it informal: to go away quickly ■ The teenagers beat it 
when the cops arrived. — often used as a command ■ Stop 
bothering me. Beat it\ [-get lost] 
beat off [phrasal verb] 1 beat off (someone or something) 
or beat (someone or something) off : to force (someone or 
something) to go away by fighting ■ She managed to beat 
off hex attacker. — sometimes used figuratively ■ The com¬ 
pany has managed to beat off [=fight off] its competitors 
and maintain control of the market. 2 US. informal + im¬ 
polite, of a man : masturbate 
beat out [phrasal verb] 1 beat out (something) or beat 
(something) out a : to put out (a fire) by beating ■ The 
fire was raging but we managed to beat it out. b baseball 
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: to turn (a ground ball) into a base hit by running fast to 
first base ■ He beat out a bunt. 2 beat out (someone or 
something) or beat (someone or something) out US : to 
defeat or overcome (a person, team, etc.) ■ They were beat¬ 
en out [=beaten] in the semifinals. ■ She thought she would 
get the job, but someone else beat her out. [=someone else 
got the job] 

beat someone to the punch see 2 punch 
beat the clock see 'clock 
beat the rap see 1 rap 

beat up [phrasal verb\ beat up (someone) or beat (someone) 
up : to hurt or injure (someone) by hitting ■ A gang of bul¬ 
lies threatened to beat him up. ■ He was beaten up badly by 
the bullies. — sometimes used figuratively • a politician 
who is getting beat/beatenup by liberal/conservative critics 
■ He’s been beating himself up [=he has been harshly blam¬ 
ing or criticizing himself] because of the failure of his mar¬ 
riage. — see also beat-up 

beat up on \phrasal verb\ beat up on (someone) US, informal 
: to hit (someone) repeatedly in order to cause pain or in¬ 
jury : to beat (someone) ■ A gang of bullies was beating up 
on him. — sometimes used figuratively ■ a politician who is 
getting beat up on by his critics 
to beat the band see 'band 

— beat-able /'biitabal/ adj • an easily beatable opponent 
[=an opponent that can be easily defeated] 

2 beat noun, pi beats 

1 a [count] : the act of beating ■ a single beat on a drum ■ a 
beat of the bird’s wings ■ a single beat of his heart [=a single 
heartbeat] — see also heart skipped a beat at heart b [sin¬ 
gular] : a sound produced by beating • We could hear the 
steady beat of the waves against the shore. ■ They danced to 
the beat of the drums. ■ listening to the beat of his heart 

2 a [count] : a loud or strong sound that occurs regularly in 
music or poetry ■ music that has four beats to a bar — see 
also downbeat b [singular] : the regular pattern of sounds 
in music or poetry : rhythm ■ She likes music with a Latin 
beat. ■ a pounding beat ■ The music had a steady beat. 

3 [count] : a place or area that someone (such as a police¬ 
man) regularly goes to, walks through, or covers as part of a 
job — usually singular ■ The policeman was patrolling/ 
pounding his/the beat. = The policeman was on his/the beat. 
■ a reporter’s beat 

miss a beat chiefly US : to have difficulty in continuing : to 
stop or hesitate briefly ■ He answered their questions with¬ 
out missing a beat. [=he answered all their questions very 
easily and without hesitating] ■ He answered all their ques¬ 
tions and never missed a beat. • He didn’t miss a beat. 

3 beat ad/, not used before a noun, informal : very tired : ex¬ 
hausted ■ Let me sit down. I'm absolutely beatl 
beat-en /'bi:tn/ adj. always used before a noun 

1 : formed into a desired shape by being hit with a hammer ■ 
beaten gold 

2 of a path , trail, etc. : made smooth : walked on by many 
people ■ a beaten path 

3 : having lost all hope or spirit ■ A failure at 50, he was a 
beaten [= defeated] man. 

off the beaten track or US off the beaten path : in or to a 
place that is not close to the places where people usually 
go ■ The restaurant is a little off the beaten track, so it won’t 
be crowded. 

beat*er /'bi:ta■/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a device or tool that is used for beating something ■ a car¬ 
pet beater — see also eggbeater, world-beater 

2 : someone who repeatedly hits another person ■ He is ac¬ 
cused of being a wife beater. [=a man who beats his wife] ■ a 
child beater 

3 US, informal : an old car that is in poor condition ■ driving 
a rusty old beater 

be*atif*IC Abiijs'tifik/ adj, formal : showing complete happi¬ 
ness ■ a beatific [=blissful] smile 

be»at«i«fy /bi'setaifai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy«ing [+ obj] in the 
Roman Catholic Church : to give a dead person a title of hon¬ 
or for being very good and holy ■ She was beatified by the 
Pope one hundred years after her death. 

— be-at-i-fi-ca-tion /b^setafa'keijan/ noun [noncount] 
beaming /'biitirj/ noun, pi -ings [count] : the act of repeat¬ 
edly hitting someone to cause pain or injury : the act of beat¬ 
ing someone - He threatened to give the boys a (good) beat¬ 
ing for stealing the apples. — often used figuratively • Our 
plans took a real beating from the review committee. [=the 
review committee strongly criticized our plans] ■ The report¬ 


ers gave the politician quite a beating with all their hostile 
questions. ■ Many investors took quite a (bad) beating [=lost 
a lot of money] when the stock market crashed, 
beat-nik /'bi:t,nik/ noun, pi -niks [count] : a young person 
who was part of a social group in the 1950s and early 1960s 
that rejected the traditional rules of society and encouraged 
people to express themselves through art 
beat-Up /'bi:t,Ap/ adj [more most ~] informal : old and 
badly worn or damaged ■ a beat-up old car — see also beat 
up at 'beat 

beau /'boo/ noun, pi beaux /'bouz/ or beaus [count] old- 
fashioned : a woman’s male lover or friend : boyfriend ■ 
She introduced us to her latest beau. 

1 beaut /'bju:t/ noun, pi beauts [count] US + Australia + New 
Zealand, informal: a very good or attractive thing or person 
■ He just bought a new car—it’s a real beaut, [-beauty] — of¬ 
ten used in an ironic way to describe a bad thing or person ■ 
You’ve told lies before, but this one’s a beaut. [=a very bad 
lie] - My boss is a real beaut —he complains about everything 
but never does any work himself. 

2 beaut adj, Australia + New Zealand, informal : excellent or 
beautiful • That new car of yours is beautl • a beaut car 
beau«te*OUS /'bjurtijas/ adj, literary : beautiful ■ a beau¬ 
teous evening 

beaU"ti*cian /bjuhij'an/ noun, pi -cians [count] : a person 
whose job is to give beauty treatments to women by washing 
and cutting hair, applying makeup, etc. — called also (US) 
cosmetologist 

beau«ti*ful /'bjuitifal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : having beauty: such as a : very attractive in a physical 
way ■ a beautiful young woman/child ■ You have the most 
beautiful smile/eyes, b : giving pleasure to the mind or the 
senses • The film tells a beautiful story about two young lov¬ 
ers. ■ a beautiful song • a beautiful dress/color/garden/house ■ 
Our hotel room had a beautiful view of the ocean. ■ The sun¬ 
sets here are absolutely beautiful. 

2 : very good or pleasing : not having any bad qualities ■ 
We’ve been having such beautifd [= excellent , fine] weather 
lately. ■ a beautiful sunny day ■ What a beautiful day for a pic¬ 
nic! ■ They did a beautiful job [=an excellent job] fixing up 
the house. ■ a beautiful friendship/relationship ■ This is a 
beautiful example of early American poetry. 

— beau-ti-ful-ly /'bjuitifli/ adv ■ You sang beautifully. • a 
beautifully written poem 

synonyms beautiful, pretty, lovely, and hand¬ 
some describe people and things that are pleasing to look 
at, hear, etc. beautiful applies to things that give the 
greatest pleasure and cause people to feel strong emotions. 

■ beautifUl sunsets • a beautiful poem When used of a per¬ 
son, it usually describes a woman, girl, or small child. ■ 
She's the most beautiful woman I’ve ever met. • Their son 
was a beautiful baby, pretty often applies to small things 
that are attractive in a delicate way. • a pretty little dress 
with pink ribbons ■ He paints pretty pictures and sells them 
on the street. When used of a person, it almost always de¬ 
scribes a woman or girl. ■ their pretty daughter ■ She looked 
very pretty in her new dress, lovely applies to things that 
make people feel strong emotions by being very graceful 
or delicate. ■ a lovely melody When used to describe a per¬ 
son’s appearance, it almost always refers to a woman or 
girl. ■ They have two lovely daughters. It can also describe 
a person’s character, and in this use it refers to both wom¬ 
en and men. ■ My uncle is a lovely man. [=a very good man] 
handsome applies to things that are attractive because 
they have a balanced design or shape. ■ a handsome house 
surrounded by gardens ■ She wore a handsome gray suit to 
the office. When used to describe a person, it usually refers 
to a man or boy. ■ their handsome son ■ a very handsome 
actor ■ He has a strong, handsome face. A woman who is 
described as handsome is attractive but usually not in a 
very delicate or feminine way. 

beau«ti»fy /'bjuita^ai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing [+ obj] : to 
make (something) beautiful or more beautiful ■ Fresh flow¬ 
ers beautify every room. 

— beau-ti-fi-ca-tion /^ju.tafa^eijan/ noun [noncount] ■ 
the beautification of the city 

beau»ty /'bju:ti/ noun, pi -ties 
1 [noncount] : the quality of being physically attractive ■ Her 
beauty is beyond compare. [=she is very beautiful; no one is 
as beautiful as she is] — sometimes used before another 
noun ■ beauty products [=soaps, makeup, and other things 
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that help make people more physically attractive] ■ a beauty 
treatment 

2 : the qualities in a person or a thing that give pleasure to 
the senses or the mind [noncount] the beauty [^loveliness ] of 
the stars • We explored the natural beauty of the island. ■ I'm 
learning to appreciate the beauty of poetry. ■ We have differ¬ 
ent ideas/notions/conceptions of beauty. [=different opin¬ 
ions about what makes things beautiful] ■ “A thing of beauty 
is a joy for ever ..." —John Keats, Endymion (1818) [plu¬ 
ral] We explored the natural beauties of the island. 

3 [count] : a beautiful woman ■ She was one of the great 
beauties of her time. ■ She was no beauty. 

4 [count] informal : a very good thing : a very good example 
of something ■ That was a beauty of a fight. [=that was an ex¬ 
cellent fight] • Dad and I went fishing and we caught a cou¬ 
ple of beauties. — often used in an ironic way to describe a 
bad thing or person ■ That mistake was a beauty. 

5 : a good or appealing part of something [noncount] The 
beauty of the game is that everyone can play. ■ No one knows 
when it’s going to happen, and that’s the beauty of it! [count] 
One of the beauties of the system is that it allows you to ad¬ 
just the schedule easily. 

beauty contest noun, pi ~ -tests [count] : a contest in 
which people judge a group of women or girls and decide 
which one is the most beautiful — called also beauty pageant 
beauty mark noun, pi ~ marks [count] US : beauty spot 
l 

beauty part noun 

the beauty part US, informal : the best or most appealing 
part of something ■ There’s plenty of food, and the beauty 
part is that it’s all free! 

beauty queen noun, pi ~ queens [count] : a woman or 
girl who is a winner of a beauty contest — sometimes used 
figuratively ■ She’s fairly good-looking, but she’s no beauty 
queen. [=she’s not beautiful] 

beauty salon noun, pi ~ -Ions [count] : a shop where 
women get beauty treatments (such as haircuts) to make 
them more attractive — called also beauty parlor, beauty 
shop 

beauty spot noun, pi ~ spots [count] 

1 : a small dark mark (such as a mole) on a woman’s face — 
called also {US) beauty mark 

2 Brit: a beautiful place ■ a famous beauty spot by a moun¬ 
tain lake 

1 bea-ver /'bi:v^/ noun, pi beaver or bea»vers 

1 [count] : a small animal that has thick, brown fur and a 
wide, flat tail, that cuts down trees with its teeth, and that 
builds dams and underwater houses with mud and branches 

— often used before another noun ■ a beaver dam [=a dam 
built by beavers] ■ beaver ponds ■ beaver skins/pelts — see 
picture at rodent 

2 [noncount]: the fur of a beaver ■ a coat made of beaver — 
often used before another noun • a beaver coat ■ a beaver hat 

— see also eager beaver 
2 beaver verb -vers; -vered; -ver-lng 

beaver away [phrasal verb] informal: to work in a very ac¬ 
tive and energetic way • They’ve been beavering away for 
hours. — often + at ■ They’re still beavering away at the 
problem. 

be*bop / , bi:,ba:p/ noun [noncount ]: a fast and complex type 
of jazz music : bop 

be*calmed /bi'karmd/ adt, of a boat or ship : not able to 
move because there is no wind ■ The ship was becalmed for 
nearly two days, 
became past tense of become 

be-cause /bi'kaiz, bi'k/vz/ conj : for the reason that ■ I ran 
because I was afraid. ■ We were late because our car wouldn't 
start. = Because our car wouldn’t start, we were late. • “Why 
did you do it?” “ Because she told me to." 
because of : for the reason of ■ The picnic has been can¬ 
celed because of[=due to, on account of] bad weather. • Be¬ 
cause of this [=for this reason], only very rich people can 
afford to live on the island. ■ Because of you, we missed the 
bus. [=you caused us to miss the bus] ■ The accident hap¬ 
pened because of[=through] carelessness. 

Just because : for the simple or single reason that ■ Don’t 
get nervous just because the teacher might ask you a ques¬ 
tion. ■ We can’t assume it will rain today just because it 
rained yesterday. ■ Just because your friends do it, that 
doesn’t mean that you should do it, too. 

1 beck /*bek/ noun 

at someone's beck and call or at the beck and call of 


someone : always ready to do whatever someone asks ■ 
He expects his employees to be at his beck and call day and 
night. ■ She is at the beck and call of the committee. 

— compare 2 beck 

2 beck noun, pi becks [count] Brit : 2 brook — compare 
‘beck 

beck-on /'bekan/ verb -ons; -oned; -on-ing 

1 : to signal (someone) with your arm or hand in order to 
tell that person to come closer or follow [+ obf] She was 
beckoning them in to shore. ■ He beckoned them over (to 
where he was). ■ She beckoned the waiter to come over, [no 
obj] She beckoned to the waiter to come over. 

2 a [no obf] : to appear attractive or inviting ■ From the time 
he was a child, the wilderness beckoned to him. ■ New adven¬ 
tures were beckoning. ■ a beckoning smile b [+ obj] : to at¬ 
tract (someone or something) ■ The nature preserve beckons 
bird-watchers, who visit from around the world. 

— beck-on-fng-iy adv [more mqst —] • She smiled beck¬ 
oning. 

be-come /bi'k/vm/ verb -comes; -came /-‘keim/; -come; 
-com-ing 

1 [linking verb] : to begin to be or come to be something 
specified ■ Although I’ve known him for years, we didn’t be¬ 
come close friends until recently. ■ She won the election, be¬ 
coming the first woman to be President of the nation. ■ They 
both became teachers. : to begin to have a specified quality ■ 
The book has become quite popular. ■ We became interested 
in the property last year. ■ The crackers had become stale. ■ 
It’s becoming [=getting] quite cold in the evenings. ■ It eventu¬ 
ally became clear that he had lied. ■ She’s become [=gotten] 
somewhat cynical. 

2 [+ obj] formal a not used in progressive tenses : to look at¬ 
tractive on (someone) : to be flattering to (someone) ■ That 
dress becomes you. b : to be suitable for (someone) : to be 
proper for (someone) ■ Though poor, he carried himself with 
a dignity becoming [ ^befitting ] a king. ■ This kind of behavior 
hardly becomes a peison of your age and position. 
become of: to happen to ■ Whatever became of our old 

friend? I haven’t heard from her in years. ■ I don’t know 
what became of my keys. I can’t find them anywhere. 

be«COm*lng /bPkAmig/ adj [more most ~] formal 

1 : causing someone to look attractive : having a flattering 
or attractive effect ■ That jacket is very becoming on you. ■ 
She’s had her hair cut in a becoming new style. 

2 : suitable or appropriate for a particular person or in a cer¬ 
tain situation • She accepted the award with a becoming hu¬ 
mility. — opposite UNBECOMING 

— be-com-fng-ly adv • becomingly dressed 

1 bed /'bed/ noun, pi beds 

1 a : a piece of furniture that people sleep on [count] The 
room contains only a bed and a dresser. ■ There are two beds 
in the hotel room. ■ a hospital bed ■ a single bed [=a bed for 
one person] ■ a double bed [=a bed for two people] ■ He lay 
on the bed [=on top of the sheets, blankets, and bedspread] 
for a long time. ■ Don’t forget to make the bed. [=to neatly 
arrange the sheets, blankets, and bedspread on the bed so 
that the mattress is coveredl ■ He became ill and took to his 
bed. [=he went to lie in bed for a long time] [noncount] She 
usually goes to bed [=lies down in her bed to sleep] around 
11:00. ■ It’s time to get out of bed. [=get up] ■ He lay/stayed In 
bed all morning. ■ The kids like to hear a story before bed. 
[=before they go to sleep] ■ Have you put the children to bed? 
[=have you prepared the children to go to sleep and put 
them in their beds?] ■ Come on, children. It's time for bed. 
[=bedtime, time to sleep] b [count] : something that is used 
to sleep on ■ The blanket by the fireplace is the dog’s bed. ■ 
Her bed was a mound of soft pine needles. — see also 
DEATHBED, SICKBED, SUNBED, WATER BED 

2 — used in phrases that describe having sexual relations 4- 
Someone who is good In bed is a skillful lover. When two 
people are in bed , they are in the act of having sex. ■ She 
caught her husband and his secretary in bed together. = She 
caught her husband in bed with his secretary. To go to bed 
with someone is to have sex with someone. • She likes him as 
a friend, but she’s not interested in going to bed with him. To 
get someone Into bed is to get someone to have sex with 
you. ■ He has fantasies about getting a fashion model into bed. 
Phrases like these are also used figuratively. ■ a politician 
who is accused of being In bed with the oil industry [=of hav¬ 
ing an improperly close relationship with the oil industry] ■ 
The two companies got into bed with each other to create 
a system that benefited them both. 
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3 [count] : a small area of ground specially prepared for 
plants ■ I’m planning on putting a bed of perennials in that 
comer of the yard. ■ a bed of flowers — see also bed of 

ROSES, FLOWER BED, SEEDBED 

4 [count] a : a flat pile or layer of something ■ a bed of coals 
b : a flat pile or layer of food that is placed on a dish with 
other food on top of it ■ grilled fish served on a bed of greens 
■ a bed of rice 

5 [count] a : the ground that is at the bottom of a sea, lake, 
etc. ■ seaweed growing on the ocean bed [=floor] b : an area 
of shallow water where something grows ■ an oyster bed [=an 
area where there are many oysters] — see also riverbed, 

SEABED 

6 [count] technical : a layer of rock or some other material 
from inside the earth ■ fossil beds ■ a bed of shale 

7 [count] : the platform or box in the back of some kinds of 
trucks ■ the bed of the truck ■ We loaded the equipment and 
put a cover over the truck bed. — see also flatbed 

die in (your) bed see ‘die 

get up on the wrong side of the bed (US) or chiefly Brit 
get out of bed on the wrong side : to be in a bad mood 
throughout the day ■ Be careful when you talk to the boss. 
He got up on the wrong side of the bed this morning. 
make your bed and lie in it Expressions like you've made 
your bed, and now you must lie in it mean that you have 
done something that causes problems and now you must 
accept and deal with those problems. ■ There’s nothing we 
can do to help her. She’s made her bed and has to lie in it. 
marriage bed : a bed that married people share — some¬ 
times used figuratively to refer to marriage in general or to 
the sexual relations that married people have ■ the sorrows 
of their marriage bed 

2 bed verb beds; bed-ded; bed-ding [+ obf] 

1 informal + old-fashioned : to have sex with (someone) ■ He 
has fantasies about bedding a fashion model. 

2 : to place (food) on a pile or layer of something else — 
usually used as (be) bedded ■ a mixture of scallops and lob¬ 
ster bedded on rice 

bed down [phrasal verb] 1 : to lie down somewhere for 
sleep ■ There were so many people that some of us had to 
bed down in the living room. 2 bed (someone or some¬ 
thing) down or bed down (someone or something) : to pro¬ 
vide (a person or animal) with a place to sleep • They bed¬ 
ded us down in the living room. ■ When the animals had 
been fed and bedded down , we went inside to eat dinner, 
bed and board noun [ noncount] chiefly Brit : food and a 
place to sleep ■ They provide bed and board [=room and 
board] for travellers. 


bed-and-breakfast noun, pi -fasts 

1 [count] : a house or small hotel in which someone can rent 
a room to sleep in for a price that includes breakfast the next 
morning ■ We stayed the night at a nice bed-and-breakfast 
near the beach. — called also B and B 

2 [noncount] chiefly Brit : a service in which the price of a 
room also includes breakfast the next morning ■ a small ho¬ 
tel that offers bed-and-breakfast — called also B and B 

be-daz-zle /bi'dsezsl/ verb -daz-zles; -daz-zled; -daz¬ 
zling [+ obf] : to thrill or excite (someone) very much • fans 
bedazzled by movie stars 

— be-daz-zle-ment /biMsezalmant/ noun [noncount] 
bed-bug /■bed^Ag f noun, pi -bugs [count] : a very small in¬ 
sect that lives in dirty beds and that bites people and sucks 
their blood 

bed-Cham-ber /'bed.tfeimba 1 / noun, pi -bers [count] liter¬ 
ary : bedroom ■ The queen was in her bedchamber. 
bed-clothes /'bed,klouz/ noun [plural] : ‘bedding 1 

bed-cov-er /'bed^Ava 1 / noun, pi -cov-ers 

1 [count] BEDSPREAD 

2 bedcovers [plural ]: ‘bedding 1 
1 bed-ding /'bedirj/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the sheets and blankets that are used on a bed 

2 : something used for an animal’s bed ■ Wash your cat’s 
bedding regularly. ■ straw bedding 

2 bedding adj, always used before a noun : suitable for being 
planted in large groups in a flower bed ■ The flower makes 
an excellent bedding plant. 

be-deck /bi'dek/ verb -decks; -decked; -deck-1 ng [+ obf] 
: to decorate (someone or something) with things : to add 
decorative things to (something or someone) — usually used 
as (be) bedecked ■ She was bedecked in gold and jewels. ■ The 
hall was bedecked [=decked] with flowers, 
be-dev-il /bi'deval/ verb -ils; US -lied or Brit -Hied; US -ii- 
ing or Brit -il-ling [+ obf] : to trouble (someone or some¬ 
thing) in a constant or repeated way : to cause repeated 
problems for (someone or something) ■ The theory bedevils 
scientists, none of whom have been able to prove it true or 
false. • The project has been bedeviled by problems since its 
inception. 

bed-fe I -low /'bedjelou/ noun, pi -lows [count] : a person 
or thing that is associated or connected with another — used 
in phrases like strange bedfellows to describe people and 
things that are grouped or working together in a way that 
seems unlikely, unexpected, etc. ■ Politics makes strange bed¬ 
fellows. [^people who are very different sometimes work to¬ 
gether for political reasons] 


bed 


headboard 





twin bed {US), 
single bed 
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bed-head /'bedded/ noun, pi -heads [count] Brit : head- 
board 

bed-lam /'bedlam/ noun [ noncount ] : a very noisy and con¬ 
fused state or scene ■ The park had never had so many visi¬ 
tors at one time. It was total/complete bedlam. 
bed linens noun [plural ] chiefly US : sheets and pillowcases 
for a bed — called also ( chiefly Brit) bed linen 
bed Of roses noun [singular] : a place or situation that is 
pleasant or easy — usually used in negative statements ■ 
Grandfather liked to remind people not to expect things to 
be easy. “Life's no bed of roses," he’d say. 

Bed-ou-in /'bedawan/ noun, pi Bedouin or Bed-ou-ins 
[count]: a member of an Arab tribe whose people live in the 
desert in tents 

bed-pan /'bed^aen/ noun, pi -pans [count] : a shallow pan 
used as a toilet by a person who is too ill to get out of bed 

— see picture at hospital 

bed-post /'bed,poust/ noun, pi -posts [count] : any one of 
the four main supporting posts at each comer of an old- 
fashioned bed 

be-drag-gled /bi'drcegald/ adj [more most ~] : wet or 
dirty from being in rain or mud ■ a bedraggled hitchhiker ■ 
She was bedraggled and exhausted, 
bed rest noun [noncount] : rest while lying in a bed ■ The 
doctor prescribed bed rest for a month, 
bed-rid-den /'bed,ndp/ adj : forced to stay in bed because 
of illness or weakness ■ bedridden patients 
bed-rock /'bcd,ra:k/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the solid rock that lies under the surface of the ground ■ 
They dug down for 10 feet before they hit bedrock. 

2 : a strong idea, principle, or fact that supports something ■ 
His religious beliefs are/form the bedrock on which his life is 
based. — often used before another noun ■ bedrock beliefs/ 
values 

bed-roll /'bed,roul/ noun, pi -rolls [count] US : bedding ma¬ 
terials that are rolled together so that they can be carried 
from one place to another 

1 bed-room /'bed,ru:m/ noun, pi -rooms [count] : a room 
used for sleeping • a house with three bedrooms = a 
3-bedroom house ■ a spare/guest bedroom ■ a large master 
bedroom [=a large bedroom that is the main bedroom in a 
house] 

— bed roomed adj, Brit — used in combination ■ a three- 
bedroomed house 

2 bedrOOm adj, always used before a noun 

1 US : lived in by people who go to another town or city to 
work ■ They live in a bedroom community [-{Brit) dormitory 
town] just outside of the city. 

2 : dealing with sexual relationships ■ The play is a bedroom 
farce about a middle-aged couple. ■ bedroom humor 

3 informal : showing sexual attraction ■ She looked at him 
with bedroom eyes. 

bed-sheet /'bed,Ji:t/ noun, pi -sheets [count] chiefly US 
: sheet lb ■ blankets and bedsheets [^sheets] 
bed-side /'bed,said/ noun [singular] : the place next to a 
person’s bed ■ She sat at his bedside until the fever broke. — 
often used before another noun • a bedside table/lamp 
bedside manner noun, pi ~ -ners [count] : the way a 
doctor or nurse behaves with patients ■ A number of patients 
have complained about the doctor’s impersonal bedside 
manner. ■ a nurse with a warm bedside manner 
bed-Sit /,bed'sit/ noun, pi -sits [count] Brit : an apartment 
with only one room that is used for both sleeping and living 
in — called also bedsitter, bedsitting room 
bed-SOre /■bedjsoa 1 / noun, pi -sores [count] : a sore that 
people get from lying in bed for a very long time when they 
are sick or ipjured 

bed-spread /'bed,spred/ noun, pi -spreads [count] : a 
decorative cover for a bed — see picture at bed 
bed-Stead /'bed,sted/ noun, pi -steads [count] : the frame 
of a bed : the part of a bed on which the mattress lies 
bed-time /'bed,taim/ noun, pi -times : the usual time when 
someone goes to bed [count] The children are still up? It’s 
way past their bedtimes, [noncount] It’s almost bedtime. ■ 
Will you read the children a bedtime storyl [=a story that is 
read or told to children when they go to bed] 
bed—wet-ting /'bed,wctii]/ noun [noncount] : urinating 
that occurs while someone (such as a child) is sleeping in bed 

— bed—wet-ter /'bed^eta-/ noun, pi -wet-ters [count] 
bee /'bi:/ noun, pi bees [count] : a black and yellow flying 

insect that can sting and that is often kept in hives for the 


honey that it produces ■ flowers pollinated by bees and other 
insects ■ a swarm of buzzing/humming bees — sometimes 
used figuratively ■ My mom is a real busy bee around Christ¬ 
mastime. [=she is very busy and active] — see also bumble¬ 
bee, HONEYBEE, KILLER BEE 

(as) busy as a bee informal : very busy and active ■ My 
mom is (as) busy as a bee around Christmastime. 
have a bee in your bonnet informal : to talk and think a 
lot about something ■ He always has a bee in his bonnet 
about safety. 

the birds and the bees see bird 

— compare 2 bee 

2 bee noun, pi bees [count] US : a gathering of people for the 
purpose of spending time together while working on similar 
projects ■ a quilting bee — see also spelling bee 

— compare 'BEE 
Beeb /'bi:b/ noun 

the Beeb Brit, informal: the BBC ■ work for/at the Beeb 
beech /'bi:tf/ noun, pi beech-es or beech 

1 [count] : a kind of tree that has smooth gray bark and 
small nuts — called also beech tree 

2 [noncount] : the wood of the beech ■ a box made of beech 
1 beef /'bi:f/ noun, pi beefs 

1 [noncount] : meat from a cow ■ a pound of beef • ground 
beef • I’m not eating as much beef as I used to. — often used 
before another noun ■ the beef industry ■ beef stew [=a stew 
made with beef] 

2 [count] informal : complaint ■ My real beef is with the or¬ 
ganization’s president, not the group itself. ■ What’s your 
beefl 

3 [noncount] informal \ muscles ■ a football player with a lot 
of beef and brawn [=a very muscular football player] 

2 beef verb beefs; beefed; beef-ing [no obj] informal : com- 
plain ■ She’s always beefing about something. 
beef up [phrasal verb] beef (something) up or beef up (some¬ 
thing) informal : to add weight, strength, or power to 
(something) • Security around the city will be beefed up 
during the event. ■ The medicine helps beef up the immune 
system. 

beef-bur-ger /'bi^ba^a-/ noun, pi -gers [count] chiefly Brit 

l HAMBURGER 

beef-cake /'bi:f,keik/ noun, pi -cakes informal 

1 [noncount] : men who are muscular and attractive • He's 
not a great actor but he gets roles anyway because of all the 
moviegoers interested in beefcake. * beefcake photos/posters 

2 [count] US : a muscular and attractive man • He’s one of 
Hollywood’s most celebrated beefcakes. — compare 
CHEESECAKE 

Beef-eat-er /'bi:f,i:tay noun, pi -ers [count] : a guard at the 
Tower of London who wears an old-fashioned uniform 
beef-Steak /'bi:f,steik/ noun, pi -steaks : a thick slice of 
beef: steak [count] a grilled beefsteak [noncount] a slice of 
beefsteak 

beefy /'bi:fi/ adj beef-i-er; -est 

1 : large, strong, and often fat ■ a beefy football player ■ beefy 
arms/legs 

2 US : strongly built ■ beefy shock absorbers ■ The new truck 
has a beefier construction than the old model. 

3 chiefly US : of or relating to beef ■ a beefy flavor 
bee-hive /'bi:,hai vl noun, pi -hives [count] 

1 : a nest for bees : hive 

2 : a place filled with busy activity • The office was a. beehive 
of activity. 

3 : a woman’s hairdo in which long hair is piled high on top 
of the head ■ wearing her hair in a beehive ■ a beehive hairdo 

bee-keep-er /'bkikiipa 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a person 
who raises bees ■ a local beekeeper 

— bee-keep-ing noun [noncount] • She took up beekeeping 
late in life. 

1 bee-line /'bi:,lain/ noun 

make a beeline for informal : to go quickly and directly at 
or to (something or someone) ■ He made a beeline for the 
kitchen. [=he headed straight to the kitchen] 

2 beeline verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition 
-lines; -lined; -lin-ing [no obj] US, informal : to go quickly 
in a direct course • He beelined out the door, 
been past participle of be 

1 beep /'bi:p/ noun, pi beeps [count] : a short, high sound 
made by a horn, an electronic device, etc. • the beep of a car 
horn ■ Please leave a message after the beep. 

2 beep verb beeps; beeped; beep-ing 
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1 : to cause (a horn, an electronic device, etc.) to make a 
beep [+ obj] Why did you beep your horn at her? [no obj\ 
She beeped at me first. ■ Something is beeping in the kitchen. 

■ I could hear a beeping noise. 

2 [+ obj] : to send a message to (someone) with a beeper ■ 
The doctor is not in the office today, but I can beep her for 
you. [=1 can send the doctor a signal that will tell her to call 
the office] 

beep-er /'biipa 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] chiefly US : pager 
beer /'bia 1 / noun, pi beers 

1 : an alcoholic drink made from malt and flavored with 
hops [noncount] Would you like beer with dinner? ■ The pub 
brews its own beer. ■ a glass of beer ■ a beer mug [count] I’ll 
have a beer , please. • a couple of cold beers 

2 [noncount] : a drink made from roots or other parts of 
plants ■ a glass of birch/ginger beer — see also root beer 

— beery /'biri/ adj beer-i-er; -est ■ a beery flavor/smell ■ a 
beery tavern 

beer belly noun, pi ~ bellies [count] informal : a fat belly 
caused by drinking a lot of beer ■ a middle-aged man with a 
big beer belly — called also beer gut 
beer mat noun, pi ~ mats [count] Brit : a small piece of ma¬ 
terial placed under a glass of beer to protect the bar or table 
beneath it — compare coaster 
bee’s knees noun 

the bee’s knees informal + old-fashioned : an excellent per¬ 
son or thing ■ She’s the bee's knees. [=1 like her very much] 
bees-wax /'bi:z,w£eks/ noun [noncount] : wax made by bees 
that is used for making candles and other products 
none of your beeswax US, informal — used as a way of 
telling someone that you won’t provide information be¬ 
cause it is private ■ “How old are you?” “That’s none of 
your beeswax." [=none of your business] 
beet /'bi:t/ noun, pi beets [count] 

1 US a : a garden plant with thick leaves and a rounded red 
root ■ I’ve planted carrots, parsnips, and beets in the garden. 

— called also {Brit) beetroot b : the rounded red root of the 
beet plant that is eaten as a vegetable ■ sliced beets — called 
also C Brit ) beetroot ; see color picture on page C4 

2 Brit : sugar beet 

beet red or red as a beet : red in the face especially from 
embarrassment • When she realized her mistake, she 
turned beet red. [=blushed] 

1 bee-tie /'bi:tl/ noun, pi bee-ties [count] : a type of insect 
with wings that form a hard cover on its back when it is not 
flying 

beetle verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition bee¬ 
tles; bee-tied; bee-tling [no obj] chiefly Brit, informal : to 
move quickly ■ Everyone looked very busy, beetling [=scuny- 
ing] about the office. ■ Everybody beetled off home, 
beetle-browed adj : having large and thick eyebrows ■ a 
beetle-browed old man 

beet-root / l bi:t,ru:t/ noun, pi -roots [count, noncount] Brit 
: beet 1 

be-fall /bi'fail/ verb -falls; -fell /bi'fel/; -fall-en /bi'failan/; 
-fall-ing [+ obj] formal, of something bad or unpleasant : to 
happen to (someone or something) ■ It’s sad to think of the 
unhappy fate that befell him. ■ The drought was only one of 
many hardships to befall the small country, 
be-fit /bi'fit/ verb -fits; -fit-ted; -fit-ting [+ obj] formal : to 
be suitable to or proper for (someone or something) ■ She 
has a mind for serious inquiry, as befits a scientist. ■ clothes 
befitting [-fitting] the occasion 

— be-fit-ting-ly /bi'fitmli/ adv [more —• most —] 

' be-fore /bi'foa/ adv 

1 : at an earlier time ■ Haven’t we met beforel ■ the night/day 
before ■ I’ve never seen her so happy before. [=I’ve never seen 
her as happy as she is now] • We haven’t had these problems 
before. • Everything is just as (it was) before. 

2 formal + old-fashioned : to or toward the place where 
someone is going : in advance • marching on before [-ahead] 

2 before prep 

1 a : at a time preceding (something or someone) : earlier 
than (something or someone) ■ We arrived shortly before six 
o’clock. • before dinner ■ He left just before sunrise. ■ I’ve nev¬ 
er seen her so happy before now. ■ Call me before your arriv¬ 
al. ■ She arrived the day before yesterday. ■ Why haven’t you 
ever helped me before now/this? ■ I finished the exam before 
him. [=before he finished the exam] ■ You can go before me. 
[=before I go] • He’s an electrician, like his father before him. 
[=his father was also an electrician] ■ They earned 50,000 dol¬ 
lars before (paying) taxes, b US — used to describe a time 


earlier than a specified hour ■ It’s 20 (minutes) before 12. 
[=it’s 20 of/to 12; it’s 11:40] 

2 : preceding (something or someone) in order or in a series 
■ Your name is listed before mine. ■ You’ll see my house just 
before the bank and after the school. ■ The number 2 comes 
before 3 and after 1. [-2 comes between 1 and 3] 

3 a : in front of (someone or something) ■ The Great Plains 
stretched endlessly before them. • The championship fight 
took place before a crowd of thousands. : in the presence of 
(someone) • The defendant stood up before the judge. — see 
also (right) before/in front of your (very) eyes at ‘eye b : be¬ 
ing considered by (someone or something) ■ The case before 
the court involves a robbery. ■ the candidates before the vot¬ 
ers • I have a proposal to put before [-to] the board. ■ The 
question before us is this: did he fall or was he pushed? c 
: in the future for (someone) : ahead of (someone) ■ They 
had no idea of the ordeal that lay before them. 

4 a : in a higher or more important position than (some¬ 
thing) ■ They put quantity before [=above] quality. [=they 
cared more about quantity than about quality] b : rather 
or sooner than ■ He vowed that he would choose death be¬ 
fore dishonor. [=he would rather die than be dishonored] 

5 formal : under the force of (something) ■ The tree fell be¬ 
fore the force of the wind. [=the force of the wind caused the 
tree to fall] 

3 before cow 

1 a : earlier than the time that : earlier than when ■ He left 
long before morning came. ■ The judge stood up before the 
defendant did. [=the defendant stood up after the judge did] ■ 
Say goodbye before you go. ■ Call me before you arrive. ■ Be¬ 
fore [=until] she met him she had never been so happy. ■ I fin¬ 
ished the exam before he did. ■ It was/happened not long be¬ 
fore he arrived. ■ He left before I could thank him. [=1 wasn’t 
able to thank him because he left too soon] ■ I’ll resign before 

1 give in! [=1 would rather resign than give in] — see also be¬ 
fore you know it at ‘know b : until the time that ■ It did not 
take long before he had earned their trust. [=he earned their 
trust quickly] ■ “I have promises to keep and miles to go be¬ 
fore I sleep ...” —Robert Frost, “Stopping by Woods on a 
Snowy Evening” (1923) 

2 a — used to refer to something that might happen ■ Get 
out of there before you get dirty! [=get out of there because 
you will/might get dirty if you don’t] ■ Before I forget, will 
you give me your telephone number? [=I’m asking for your 
telephone number now because I might forget to do it later] 
b — used to say that one thing must happen for another 
thing to happen or be possible ■ He must be convicted before 
he can be removed from office. ■ You must have completed 
an introductory class before you can take an advanced class. 

be-fore-hand /biToa^hsend/ adv : in advance : at an earlier 
or previous time ■ They’d agreed beforehand [=ahead of time] 
to leave early. ■ We paid for our tickets beforehand. 
be-foul /bi'fawal/ verb -fouls; -fouled; -foul-ing [+ obj] 
formal : to make (a substance, place, etc.) dirty : foul • pol¬ 
lutants that befoul the air and water 
be-friend /bi'frend/ verb -friends; -friend-ed; -friend¬ 
ing [+ obj ]: to become a friend to f someone) ■ He befriended 
the new student. 

be-f lld-dled /bi'fAd]d/ adj [more most ~] : unable to 
think clearly : very confused ■ Many people are totally be¬ 
fuddled by the tax code. ■ The paperwork left me completely 
befuddled. 

beg /'beg/ verb begs; begged; beg-ging 

1 : to ask people for money or food [no obj] A homeless 
man begs on that comer every day. ■ children begging for 
food [+ obj] children begging strangers for food ■ children 
begging food from strangers 

2 a : to ask (someone) in a very serious and emotional way 
for something needed or wanted very much [+ obj] He 
begged the doctor for medicine. ■ He begged her for forgive¬ 
ness. = He begged her to forgive him. ■ She begged him to 
read the story again. ■ I beg you to help them! = Help them, I 
beg you! ■ “Help them!” I begged, [no obj] — + of m ( formal) I 
beg of you to help them! b : to ask for (something needed 
or wanted very much) in a very serious and emotional way 
[+ obj] He got down on his knees and begged forgiveness. = 
He got down on his knees and begged to be forgiven. • He 
begged that she would forgive him. ■ begging a favor of some¬ 
one [no obj] He’s too proud to beg. ■ He begged for forgive¬ 
ness. 

3 [no obj] of a dog : to sit up on the back legs with the front 
legs raised ■ “Does your dog know any tricks?” “She knows 
how to beg." 
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4 [+ obi\ of a thing : to seem perfect for some purpose : to be 
very well suited for something — followed by to + verb ■ I 
couldn’t resist cutting some of the flowers. Tliey were just 
begging to be made into a bouquet. • a scene begging to be 
photographed [=a scene that should be photographed] 
beg, borrow, or/and steal informal : to do whatever is nec¬ 
essary to get something that is wanted or needed ■ We ll 
have to beg, borrow, or steal the extra chairs we need for 
the party. 

beg leave formal + old-fashioned : to ask for permission — 
followed by to + verb ■ We beg leave to offer our humble 
thanks. ■ I beg leave to differ with you, sir. 
beg off \phrasal verb] informal : to say that you cannot do 
something that you have been asked to do or have agreed 
to do • He originally said he’d go to the party, but he later 
begged off (going), claiming he had to work that night. 
beg the question 1 : to cause someone to ask a specified 
question as a reaction or response ■ The quarterback’s in¬ 
jury begs the question of who will start in his place. * The 
tragic drowning begs the question: why are there no safe 
places in the area for children to swim? 2 formal : to ig¬ 
nore a question or issue by assuming it has been answered 
or settled ■ Their proposed solution begs the question of 
whether the changes in the town are actually a problem. 
beg to differ : to politely disagree with someone ■ You say 
that the candidates are essentially the same, but I beg to dif¬ 
fer. [=1 do not agree] 

beg your pardon The phrase I beg your pardon is used in 

polite speech to apologize when you have done something 
impolite or when you have made a mistake. - / beg your 
pardon. [=sorry. excuse me] I didn't mean to bump into you 
like that. ■ / beg your pardon. You're correct; the amount is 
12 dollars. It can be used to show that you are annoyed or 
offended by something that another person has said. ■ 
“That boy isn’t very bright.” " 1 beg your pardon'. That’s my 
son!” It can also be used as a question when you have not 
heard or understood something clearly. ■ I beg your pardon 
f= excuse me. sorry ]? What did you say? The shorter form 
beg pardon is also used informally this way. ■ "He’s been in 
Haiti for the past two months.’’ “ Beg pardon! He’s been in 
Hawaii?" “No. Haiti.” 

go begging chiefly Brit : to be something that few or no 
people want ■ With the poor economy, many expensive 
restaurants now have tables that go begging. [= tables that 
are empty because there are no customers] ■ If that last bis¬ 
cuit’s (still) going begging, can I have it, please? 

began past tense of begin 

be*get /bi'get/ verb -got /-'ga:t/ also -gat /-'gat/; -got-ten 
/-'ga:tp/ or -got; -get-ting [+ obj] 

1 formal: to cause (something) to happen or exist - Violence 

begets [=causes] more violence. 

2 old-fashioned + literary : to become the father of (some¬ 
one) • He died without begetting an heir. 

— be*get-ter noun, pi -ters [count] 

1 beg*gar /'bega^/ noun, pi -gars [count] 

1 : a person who lives by begging for money, food, etc. 

2 Brit, informal : a person who is regarded as lucky, un¬ 
lucky, lazy, etc. ■ I heard you won the contest! You lucky 
beggar'. • He's a lazy beggar. 

beggars can’t be choosers The saying beggars can’t be 
choosers means that people who need something must be 
satisfied with whatever they get even if it is not exactly 
what they wanted. 

2 beggar verb -gars; -gared; -ganing [+ obj] 

1 formal : to make (someone or something) very poor ■ 

Years of civil war had beggared the country. 

2 chiefly Brit — used in the phrases beggar belief and beggar 
description to talk about something that is very difficult to 
believe or describe • It almost beggars belief [=it is very hard 
to believe) that anyone can be so cruel. • a plot so complex 
that it beggars description 

beg.gardy /'bega-li/ adj [more most ~] formal : very 
small or poor • She received a beggarly sum for her efforts. 

be»qin /bi'gin J verb -gins; -gan /-'gfen/; -gun /-'gA nJ\ -gin¬ 
ning 

1 a : to do the first part of an action : to start doing some¬ 
thing [+ obj] They will begin construction on the new school 
soon. ■ I got the job and I begin work on Monday! ■ She’ll be¬ 
gin the lecture at If. • He plans to begin the project later this 
week. ■ They both began their careers at the local newspaper. 
• The university began accepting applications in November. ■ 
I had just begun eating when the phone rang. • She interrupt¬ 


ed as soon as I began to speak, [no obj] He began by showing 
some photographs of his trip. = He began with some photo¬ 
graphs of his trip. ■ Now that I’ve begun. I'll go on till I finish. 

• You’ll have to begin again. [=start over] b [+ obj]: to start 
to work on, produce, or give attention to (something) • I be¬ 
gan the quilt last month. ■ I began (reading) the book last 
week. ■ Schubert began more symphonies than he finished. 
C [+ obj] ; to cause (something) to start ■ The chairman began 
the meeting at noon. ■ They began [= founded] the state’s first 
traveling theater troupe, d [+ obj] : to start to have a feel¬ 
ing, thought, etc. — usually followed by to + verb • She began 
to feel dizzy soon after the accident. ■ I’m beginning to think 
the oversight was intentional. — sometimes + -ing verb ■ She 
began feeling dizzy soon after the accident. 

2 : to start to happen, to exist, to be done, etc. [no obj] The 
meeting began [-started ] in the morning and finished/ended 
at noon. ■ Construction on the new school will begin soon. ■ 
Our problems were just beginning. ■ When does the play be¬ 
gin! • The rain began around noon. ■ Let the games begin. ■ 
The American Civil War began in 1861 and ended in 1865. ■ 
His passion for music began at the age of six when he had his 
first piano lessons. [+ obj] — followed by to + verb ■ It’s be¬ 
ginning [^starting] to rain. • The flowers on the trees are be¬ 
ginning to bloom. 

3 [no obj] a : to have a particular starting point: to start at 
a specified place or in a specified way ■ ”Where does the river 
begin!" “It begins in the mountains to the north.” ■ The meet¬ 
ing began on a positive note. ■ The meeting began with an an¬ 
nouncement. [=an announcement was made at the start of 
the meeting] • The English alphabet begins with A and ends 
with Z. ■ Each sentence should begin with a capital. ■ The 
season began with our team in last place but finished (up) 
with us in first place. ■ Her long career in advertising began 
at a small firm in Chicago. ■ Prices for the hotel rooms begin 
at 85 dollars. (=85 dollars is the lowest price for a hotel room; 
some rooms cost more than 85 dollars] ■ The road begins at 
the bottom of the hill and ends at the top of the hill, b : to 
have a specified quality, identity, job, etc., at the start — + as 

• What began [=started] ms a simple idea has become a com¬ 
plicated project. ■ The town began as a small farming com¬ 
munity. • He began as a clerk [=he was a clerk when he start¬ 
ed working] and eventually became president of the 
company. 

4 [+ obj] : to start speaking by saying (something) • “Allow 
me to introduce myself.” he began. 

5 — used in an exaggerated way to say that something is not 
possible • I can’t even begin to describe how good the food 
was. [=the food was very good] ■ I can’t begin to tell you how 
grateful I am for all your help. [=1 am very grateful for all 
your help] ■ I can hardly begin to thank you for all you’ve 
done. 

to begin with 1 : as the first thing to be thought about or 
considered ■ “I don’! think we should buy the car.’’ “Why 
not?" "Tm begin with. I’m not sure we can afford it.’’ 2 : at 
the start : before the current time or situation • She has 
lost a lot of weight, and she wasn’t very heavy to begin with. 
• She didn't like her job to begin with, [=at first, initially] but 
she got used to it eventually. 

be«gin*ner /bi'gina 1 / noun, pi -ners [count] : a person who 
is beginning something or doing something for the first time 
■ a swimming class for complete beginners = a beginner class ■ 
The success of his first restaurant was just beginner’s luck. 
(=he succeeded because he was lucky, as beginners some¬ 
times are] 

1 be-qin»ninq /bi'gmii)/ noun, pi -nings 

1 [count] : the point or time at which something begins : a 
starting point — usually singular • He has been working 
there since the beginning of the year. • A poem was recited at 
the beginning of the wedding ceremony. ■ It was clear from 
the (very) beginning that she would eventually succeed. ■ 
The company was very small in the beginning [=when it be¬ 
gan], but it eventually became a giant corporation. ■ The ar¬ 
gument marked the beginning of the end of their marriage. 
(=the argument was the start of a series of events that led to 
the end of their marriage] 

2 [count]: the first part of something ■ Go back to the begin¬ 
ning of the song. ■ We were late, so we missed the beginning 
of the movie. • The changes that have been made so far are 
lust/only the beginning. There are many more changes still 
to come. 

3 beginnings [plural] a : an early stage or period ■ 1 have 
the beginnings of a sore throat. [=my throat is starting to feel 
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sore] b : the origins or background of a person or thing ■ 
He came from humble beginnings. • the company’s modest 
beginnings in an old warehouse ■ The organization had its 
beginnings [=began] in a small Midwestern town. 

2 beginning adj : involving or learning about the simple or 
basic parts of a subject ■ beginning mathematics • The school 
has courses for beginning [=elementary] , intermediate, and 
advanced students. 

be-gone /bi'ga:n/ inter), old-fashioned + literary — used to 
tell someone to go away ■ Begone\ 
be-gonia /bi'gounja/ noun, pi -nias [count\ : a tropical 
plant that has shiny leaves and bright flowers 
begot past tense and past participle of BEGET 
begotten past participle of BEGET 
be«grudge /bi'grAtfe/ verb -grudg«es; -grudged; 
-grudgdng [+ obj] 

1 : to think that someone does not deserve something ■ She’s 
worked hard to get where she is. You shouldn’t begrudge her 
the success she’s earned. ■ After what he’s been through, it’s 
hard to begrudge him the money he has. : to regard (some¬ 
thing) as not being earned or deserved ■ You shouldn’t be¬ 
grudge her success. 

2 : to give or allow (something) in a reluctant or unwilling 
way ■ Many commuters begrudge every minute spent in traf¬ 
fic. 

begrudging /bi'gTAcfcii]/ adj [more —; most ~] : said, done, 
or given in a reluctant way : grudging ■ begrudging accep¬ 
tance/admiration/respect 

— be*grudg-ing-ly /bi'gTAcfeirjli/ adv • She agreed begrudg¬ 
ingly. 

be*guile /bi'gajal/ verb -guiles; -guiled; -guil-lng 

1 [+ obj\ : to trick or deceive (someone) ■ She was cunning 
enough to beguile her classmates into doing the work for 
her. ■ They were beguiled into thinking they’d heard the 
whole story. 

2 : to attract or interest someone [no obj ] Almost every¬ 
thing in the quaint little town beguiles, from its architecture 
to its art to its people. [+ obj] He beguiled the audience with 
his smooth and seductive voice. — often used as (be) be¬ 
guiled ■ I was beguiled [=charmed] by his voice. 

— beguiling adj [more most ~] ■ a beguiling [ =charming] 
melody ■ a beguiling temptress ■ The movie is a beguiling 
blend of humor and tragedy. — be-guil-lngdy /bi'gailnjli/ 
adv [more most ~] ■ a beguilingly smooth and seductive 
voice 

begun past participle of BEGIN 
be«half /bi'hsef, Brit bi'haif/ noun 
on behalf of someone or on someone’s behalf 1 : as a 
representative of someone • The teacher accepted the 
award on behalf of the whole class. ■ She’s been elected to 
go before the town council on behalf of the county’s farm¬ 
ers. 2 or US In behalf of someone or in someone’s be¬ 
half : for the benefit of someone : in support of someone ■ 
She spoke in behalf of the other candidate. • They’re willing 
to do anything on their child’s behalf. • He argued before 
the court on her behalf. 3 : because of someone ■ Don’t 
get up on my behalf. 

be*have /bi'heiv/ verb -haves; -haved; -hav-ing 

1 : to act in an acceptable way : to act properly [no obj ] If 
you can’t behave in the store we’ll have to leave. [+ obj] If 
you can’t behave yourself in the store we’ll have to leave. ■ I 
wish those children would behave themselves. — opposite 
MISBEHAVE 

2 [no obj\ : to act in a particular way ■ He behaves like a 
child! ■ behave well/generously 

3 [no obj ] of a thing : to function, react, or move in a partic¬ 
ular way ■ The experiment tested how various metals behave 
under heat and pressure. 

behaved adj ■ behaving in a certain way ■ a well -behaved 
child [=a child who behaves well; a polite child] ■ a very badly 
behaved little boy 

be«hav*ior (£/S) or Brit be*hav-iour /bi'heivj^/ noun , pi 

-iors 

1 : the way a person or animal acts or behaves [noncount] 
I’m surprised by her bad behavior toward her friends. ■ Stu¬ 
dents will be rewarded for good behavior. • scientists study¬ 
ing the behavior of elephants ■ normal adolescent behavior • 
criminal behavior • an interesting pattern of behavior = an in¬ 
teresting behavior pattern ■ The children were all on their 
best behavior [=were all behaving very well and politely] at 
the museum. ■ Inmates may be released from prison early for 
good behavior. [=because they have followed prison rules 


and have not caused problems] [count] An acceptable social 
behavior in one country may be unacceptable in another 
country. ■ Doctors are trying to educate people about behav¬ 
iors that can put them at increased risk for skin cancer. 

2 [noncount] : the way something (such as a machine or sub¬ 
stance) moves, functions, or reacts • The experiment tested 
the behavior of various metals under heat and pressure. 

- be-hav-ior*al ( US) or Brit be-hav-lour*al /bi'heivjaral/ 
adj ■ behavioral problems ■ behavioral patterns 
be-head /bi'hed/ verb -heads; -head-ed; -head-ing [+ 
obj] : to cut off the head of (someone) especially as a punish¬ 
ment ■ Louis XVI was beheaded in 1793. 
beheld past tense and past participle of BEHOLD 
be*he*moth /bi'hhmaB/ noun, pi -moths [count] : some¬ 
thing very big and powerful ■ a corporate behemoth [=a giant 
corporation] 
be*hest /bi'hest/ noun 

at the behest of someone or at someone’s behest formal 
: because of being asked or ordered by someone ■ A spe¬ 
cial meeting will be held at the senator’s behest. 

1 be»hind /bi'haind/ adv 

1 a : in or toward the back • look behind • The older stu¬ 
dents entered the room first with the younger students fol¬ 
lowing behind, b : in the place that someone is going away 
from ■ She stayed behind after the other guests left. ■ They 
left behind everything they owned when they fled the coun¬ 
try. ■ We had to leave our family, friends, and neighbors be¬ 
hind. — often used figuratively ■ She has left her fears and 
doubts behind. [=she is no longer fearful and doubtful] • She 
wanted to leave the past behind. [=forget about the past] C 
: later in time • “If Winter comes, can Spring be far behindl" 
—P. B. Shelley, “Ode to the West Wind” (1820) 

2 : in a losing position in a race or competition ■ “How far 
behind was she?” “At least 50 yards (behind).” ■ We were 
ahead in the first half, but now we’re behind. • We were be¬ 
hind by five runs. = We were five runs behind. ■ a politician 
who is behind in the polls ■ She was losing the race but she 
came from behind and is now in front. 

3 a — used to describe something that is not happening or 
proceeding as quickly as it should ■ We’re running about five 
minutes behind [=late] with tonight’s schedule, b — used to 
describe someone who is not doing something (such as pay¬ 
ing a debt) as quickly as required or expected ■ He got a bit 
behind [=late] in/with his payments. ■ He is behind in (pay¬ 
ing) his rent. 

2 behind prep 

1 : in or to a place at the back of or to the rear of (someone 
or something) ■ Look behind you. ■ He was standing in front 
of me and she was standing behind [=in back of] me. ■ The 
older students entered the room first with the younger stu¬ 
dents following behind them. ■ The house is behind some 
trees. [=there are some trees in front of the house] ■ The cat 
hid behind the couch. ■ The sun went/hid/was behind a 
cloud. — see also behind the eight ball at EIGHT BALL 

2 : losing to (someone or something) in a race or competi¬ 
tion ■ “How far behind the other runners was she?’ “At least 
50 yards (behind them).” ■ They were ahead of us by 5 points 
earlier in the game, but now they’re behind us by 7. ■ The 
polls show that he is behind the other candidates. ■ The com¬ 
pany is now behind the competition. 

3 : in a less advanced position than (someone or something) 
■ He was a year behind me in school. [=he finished school a 
year after I did] : not happening or proceeding as quickly as 
(someone or something) ■ He was behind the other students 
in his studies. ■ This year’s sales have lagged considerably/ 
significantly behind last year’s sales. [=sales have not been as 
good this year as they were last year] ■ We’re running about 
five minutes behind schedule, [-late] 

4 a : in the past for (someone or something) ■ Those prob¬ 
lems are behind us now. ■ Her best work is behind her. [=her 
best work was in the past] ■ He has many years of experience 
behind him. [=he has many years of experience in his past] 
b : out of the mind or thoughts of (someone) ■ Let’s put our 
troubles behind us. (=let’s stop thinking/worrying about our 
troubles] 

5 a : providing the reason or explanation for (something) ■ 
We need to learn more about the conditions behind the 
strike. [=the conditions that led to the strike] ■ What was re¬ 
ally behind his murder? [=what was the real reason for his 
murder?] b : responsible for (something) ■ We’ll get to the 
bottom of this conspiracy and find out who’s behind it! 

6 a : in support of (someone or something) ■ Despite the 
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controversy, most of his supporters remain solidly behind 
him. • We’re behind you all the way! ■ I encourage everyone 
to get behind these proposals. [=to support these proposals] 
b : with the support of (something) ■ They won the game 1-0 
behind brilliant pitching. [=brilliant pitching made it possible 
for them to win the game 1-0] 
behind bars see 'bar 
behind the times see 'time 

3 behind noun, pi -hinds [count] informal : the part of the 
body above the legs that is used for sitting : BUTTOCKS ■ 
kicked him in the behind ■ Get your behind over here right 
now! [=come here right now] 
behind—the—SCenes adj, always used before a noun 

1 : working or happening privately without being known or 
seen by the public ■ There has been a lot of behind-the-scenes 
lobbying for more money. ■ She exerted a lot of behind-the- 
scenes influence when the project was being planned. ■ an ef¬ 
fective behind-the-scenes operator 

2 : revealing or reporting on things that usually happen pri¬ 
vately without being known or seen by the public ■ The doc¬ 
umentary provides a behind-the-scenes glimpse of Congress 
in action. ■ a behind-the-scenes account — see also behind 
the scenes at scene 

be-hold /bi'hould/ verb -holds; -held /bi'held/; -holding 
[+ obj ] formal + literary : to look at (something) : to see 
(something) ■ Those who have beheld the beauty of the 
desert never forget it. ■ The huge crowd that gathered at the 
stadium was a sight/wonder to behold. [=was a wonderful or 
impressive thing to see] — see also lo and behold at LO 

— be-hold-er noun, pi -ers [count] • Beauty is in the eye of 
the beholder. [=different people have different ideas about 
what is beautiful] 

be-hold-en /bi'houldan/ adj 
beholden to formal : owing a favor or gift to (someone) 
: having obligations to (someone) ■ politicians who are be¬ 
holden to special interest groups ■ She works for herself, 
and so is beholden to no one. 

be«hOOVe (US) /bi'huiv/ or Brit be-hove /bi'hoov/ verb 
-hooves; -hooved; -hoov-ing [+ obj] formal : to be neces¬ 
sary or proper for (someone) ■ He behaved with dignity, as 
behooves [=befits] a man of his age. The subject of behoove 
is usually the pronoun it. ■ It behooves a good citizen to obey 
the law. [=a good citizen should obey the law] ■ It ill behooves 
you to act so rudely. [=you should not act so rudely] 
beige /'bei 3 / noun, pi beig*es [count, noncount] : a light 
yellowish-brown color — see color picture on page C3 

— beige adj ■ a beige skirt 

1 be-ing /'bijuj/ noun, pi -ings 

1 [count] ; a living thing • a human/alien/mythical being • 
sentient/sexual beings — see also supreme being 

2 [noncount] : the state of existing : existence ■ philoso¬ 
phies of being • The story of how the university came into be¬ 
ing {=began to exist; came to be] is quite fascinating. ■ a so¬ 
cial movement that was brought into being in the 1960s 

3 [noncount] formal : the most important or basic part of a 
person’s mind or self ■ I knew it was true in the core of my 
being. ■ He loved music with his whole being. [=he deeply 
loved music] 

with every fiber of your being see fiber 
2 being conj, informal : since — usually + that or as or as how 
• Being that/as it was too late to go home, we stayed the night 
at a hotel. ■ It should be her decision, being as how she’s the 
one who’s paying for it. 

3 being present participle of be 
be-je'SUS /bi'cfci.zas/ noun 

the bejesus informal — used for emphasis after words like 
scare, frighten, and beat ■ That movie scared the bejesus out 
of me. [=that movie scared me very badly] • They beat the 
bejesus out of the other team. 

be-jew-eled (US) or Brit be*jew«elled /bi'ju:ld/a<#: deco¬ 
rated with jewels ■ the bejeweled princess ■ a bejeweled sword 

— sometimes used figuratively ■ the city’s bejeweled [spar¬ 
kling] skyline 

be*la*bor ( US) or Brit be*la>bour /bi'leiba 1 / verb -bors; 
-bored; -boning [+ obj] 

1 : to talk about (something) for too long : to repeat or 
stress (something) too much or too often ■ Her habit of bela¬ 
boring the obvious makes her a very boring speaker. ■ Please 
don’t belabor the point. 

2 : to attack or criticize (someone) ■ He uses his newspaper 
column to belabor writers for even the most minor grammat¬ 
ical errors. 


be«lat«ed /bi'leitad/ adi [more most ~] : happening or 
coming very late or too late • a belated birthday card ■ She re¬ 
ceived belated recognition for her scientific discovery. 

— be-lat-ed-ly adv ■ She was belatedly recognized by the sci¬ 
entific community. — be»lat»ed»ness noun [noncount] 

be-lay /bi'lei/ verb -lays; -layed; -laying [+ obj] : to attach 
(a rope) to something so that it is secure ■ The climber be¬ 
layed the rope. : to attach a secure rope to (a person) for 
safety ■ belay a climber 

belch /'beltf/ verb belctves; belched; belch-ing 

1 [no obj] : to let out air from the stomach through the 
mouth very loudly ■ He belched loudly, and his girlfriend 
said, “That’s disgusting!” — compare BURP 

2 : to push or throw (something) out with force [+ obj] 
noisy trucks belching (out) black exhaust [no obj] black ex¬ 
haust fumes belching (out) from noisy trucks • Smoke 
belched from the factory chimneys beside the river. 

— belch noun, pi belches [count] ■ a rude belch ■ belches of 
smoke — belch»er noun, pi -ers [count] 

be-lea*guer /bi'liiga-/ verb -guers; -guered; -guer-ing [+ 
obj] formal: to cause constant or repeated trouble for (a per¬ 
son, business, etc.) ■ the lack of funds that beleaguers, schools 

— usually used as (be) beleaguered • The team has been be¬ 
leaguered by errors. • a company beleaguered by debt 

— beleaguered adj ■ an economically beleaguered city ■ a 
beleaguered politician [=a politician who is being criticized 
by many people] 

bel-fry /'belfri/ noun, pi -fries [count] : a tower or part of a 
tower where a bell or set of bells hangs 
bats in the/your belfry informal + old-fashioned ^ To have 
bats in the belfry or ( chiefly US) bats in your belfry is to be 
crazy. ■ an old woman with bats in her belfry [=a crazy/bat¬ 
ty old woman] 

Bel-gian /'belifean/ noun, pi -gians [count] 

1 : a person born, raised, or living in Belgium 

2 : a person of Belgian descent 

— Belgian adi ■ a Belgian couple and their children ■ Belgian 
beer/chocolate/linen 

Belgian endive noun, pi ~ -dives [count, noncount ] chief¬ 
ly US : the leaves of a chicory plant that has been grown in 
darkness to make the leaves white instead of green 
Belgian waffle noun, pi ~ waffles [count] chiefly US : a 
large waffle that is served usually with fruit and whipped 
cream 

be*lie /bi'lai/ verb -lies; -lied; -ly-ing [+ obj]formal 

1 : to give a false idea of (something) ■ Her manner and ap¬ 
pearance belie her age. [=she looks and acts like a much 
younger person than she really is] ■ a tree whose delicate 
beauty belies its real toughness 

2 : to show (something) to be false or wrong • Their actions 
belie their claim to be innocent. 

belief /ba'liif/ noun, pi -liefs 

1 a : a feeling of being sure that someone or something ex¬ 
ists or that something is true [singular] a heartfelt/deep/ 
deep-seated/firm/strong/passionate belief — often + in ■ He 
says that he is given strength by his belief in God. ■ He has a 
strong belief in his ability to win. l=he is certain that he can 
win] ■ His family has an unshakable belief in his innocence. 

— often + that ■ It’s my belief that the current policy is cer¬ 
tain to fail. [=1 believe that the current policy is certain to 
fail] ■ She bought the rug in the belief that [=because she be¬ 
lieved that] it was a real antique, not a fake. ■ Many people 
arrived early in the mistaken/erroneous belief that [=because 
they mistakenly believed that] free tickets would be avail¬ 
able. ■ There is a growing belief that [=an increasing number 
of people believe that] these policies will not succeed, [non¬ 
count] There is growing belief that these policies will not suc¬ 
ceed. ■ Contrary to popular belief, the economy has actually 
improved in recent months. [=the economy has improved al¬ 
though many/most people do not think that it has] 

— compare disbelief b [singular] : a feeling that some¬ 
thing is good, right, or valuable — + in m a belief in democra¬ 
cy ■ a judge who had a firm/strong belief in judicial restraint 
C [singular] : a feeling of trust in the worth or ability of 
someone — + in • He has a strong belief in himself. [=he 
strongly believes that he will succeed] 

2 [count] : something that a person accepts as true or right 
: a strongly held opinion about something ■ He gets angry if 
anyone challenges his religious/political beliefs. ■ We chal¬ 
lenged his beliefs about religion. ■ erroneous/mistaken/false 
beliefs ■ a system of beliefs = a belief system — compare un¬ 
belief 
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3 [ noncount ] : the state of being accepted as true : the state 
of being believed ■ a story that is worthy of belief [=a story 
that deserves to be believed, a believable story] ■ a story that 
defies belief = ( chiefly Brit) a story that beggars belief [=an 
unbelievable story] 

beyond belief : not capable of being believed • events that 
are beyond belief [=events that are unbelievable] • She is 
beautiful beyond belief. [=she is unbelievably/extremely 
beautiful] 

to the best of your belief If you say something is to the 
best of your belief you mean that it agrees with what you 
know and believe to be true. ■ To the best of my belief 
[=(more commonly) to the best of my knowledge, as far as 1 
know], everyone arrived on time. [=1 think that everyone 
arrived on time, but it is possible that someone arrived late 
and I don’t know about it] 

bedieve /ba'liiv/ verb, not used in progressive tenses -lieves; 
-lieved; -liev-ing 

1 [+ obj] a : to accept or regard (something) as true ■ The 
scientists believed the reports. ■ Many people seem to believe 
that theory, but I find it hard/difficult to believe. 9 You 
shouldn’t believe everything you read. ■ I knew that he was a 
liar and so I didn’t believe a word he said. [=1 didn’t believe 
anything he said] ■ I did not want to believe (that) it could 
happen. ■ He says he’ll help us, but I don’t believe what he 
says. • They were tricked into believing that he was a doctor. 
— opposite disbelieve b : to accept the truth of what is 
said by (someone) ■ He says he’ll help us, but I don’t believe 
him. — opposite disbelieve 

2 [+ obj] : to have (a specified opinion) : think ■ I’m begin¬ 
ning to believe (that) this war will never end. ■ I used to be¬ 
lieve (that) I was the only one who felt that way but now I 
know (that) there are others like me. ■ He clearly/firmly/ 
honestly believes (that) it is possible. = He clearly/firmly/ 
honestly believes it (to be) possible. ■ He had reason to believe 
that they would accept his offer. = He had reason for believ¬ 
ing that they would accept his offer. • She was widely be¬ 
lieved to be guilty. [=many people believed that she was 
guilty] ■ We were led to believe it was true. [=we heard, saw, 
or read something that made us think it was true! • “Has he 
accepted the job?” “/ believe so." = “So / believe." ■ “Has he 
accepted the job?” “/ believe not." = “/ don’t believe so." 

3 [no obj] : to regard the existence of God as a fact: to have 
religious beliefs ■ She went to church because her family ex¬ 
pected it, but she didn’t really believe. 

4 [no obj] : to have trust in the ability, worth, etc., of some¬ 
one or something ■ The team hasn't won a championship in 
many years, but their fans still believe. [=their fans still be¬ 
lieve in them; their fans still believe that they will winl 

5 informal — used for emphasis in phrases that express cer¬ 
tainty, surprise, annoyance, etc. ■ “Do you think they can 
win?” “ You/You’d better believe if." [=yes, I definitely think 
so] ■ Believe me, he can really play the game. = Believe you 
me, he can really play the game. ■ / can’t believe how ugly 
that dress is. [=what an ugly dress] ■ You broke the window? / 
can’t believe you guys! [=I’m annoyed and shocked by what 
you did] How could you do such a thing? ■ / can’t believe [=1 
am amazed/surprised] that that terrible restaurant is still in 
business. ■ That terrible restaurant is still in business, if you 
can believe it/that. • Can/Would you believe /f?! That terrible 
restaurant is still in business. ■ You won’t believe what I just 
heard! [=you will be very surprised by what I just heard] ■ 
You wouldn’t believe how long it took us to get here. [=it 
took us a surprisingly long/short time to get here] ■ / don’t 
believe If. I swept the floor 10 minutes ago, and it’s already 
dirty again! ■ / could not believe my good fortune/luck. ■ It’s 
hard to believe that he’s gone. ■ His latest movie, believe it or 
not, is a romantic comedy about a group of lawyers. [=it is 
surprising but true that his latest movie is a romantic come¬ 
dy about a group of lawyers] ■ “I hear that their marriage is 
in trouble.” “ Don’t you believe if. [=that is completely un¬ 
true] They’re the happiest couple I know!” ■ “He says he’s go¬ 
ing to become a doctor.” "If you believe that, you’ll believe 
anythingV ’ [=it would be very foolish to believe that he is go¬ 
ing to become a doctor] ■ “He says he’s going to become a 
doctor.” "I’ll believe that when I see it I” 

believe in [phrasal verb] 1 believe In (something) a : to 
have faith or confidence in the existence of (something) ■ 
Do you believe in ghosts? b : to have trust in the good¬ 
ness or value of (something) ■ She believes in (the value oD 
regular exercise. ■ They believed in liberty for all. ■ I believe 
in working hard to achieve success. ■ She doesn’t believe in 


using pesticides. [=she doesn’t believe that it’s right to use 
pesticides; she believes that pesticides do more harm than 
good] 2 believe in (someone) : to have trust in the good¬ 
ness or ability of (someone) ■ Despite his problems, his par¬ 
ents still believe in him. • She believes in herself and in her 
abilities. 

can’t believe your eyes/ears If you can’t believe your 
eyes)'ears or can hardly/scarcely believe your eyes/ears, you 
are very surprised at or upset by what you are seeing or 
hearing. ■ I could hardly believe my eyes when I saw what he 
was wearing. 

make believe : to act as though something that is not true 
or real is true or real: pretend • When we were children 
we used to make believe (that) we were soldiers fighting in 
a war. ■ He isn’t really angry, he’s just making believe (that 
he is). • They want to make believe that everything is all 
right. — see also make-believe 
seeing is believing The expression seeing is believing 
means that when you actually see something, you have to 
believe that it exists or is true. ■ I didn’t think it could hap¬ 
pen, but seeing is believing. [=1 saw it happen, so now I be¬ 
lieve it’s possible] 

— bediev-able /ba'liivabal/ adj [more most ~j ■ The nov¬ 
el’s ending is not very believable. ■ His excuse was barely/ 
scarcely believable. — be-liev*ably /ba’liivabli/ adv ■ The 
characters are all believably portrayed. — be»liev-er noun, 
pi -ers [count] ■ a believer in religion • devout believers • 
She’s a firm/great/strong believer in adult education. [=she 
firmly/strongly believes in the value of adult education; 
she thinks adult education is very useful and important] ■ I 
was doubtful that he could run his own company, but he’s 
made a believer out of me. = He’s made me a believer. 
[=he’s convinced me that he can run his own company] 

be-lit-tle /bi'litj/ verb -lit-tles; -lit-tled; -lit*tling [+ obj]: to 
describe (someone or something) as little or unimportant ■ 
The critic belittled the author’s work. ■ Her detractors are in 
the habit of belittling her accomplishments. 

— belittling adj [more most ~] ■ a very belittling descrip¬ 
tion ■ She did not mean to be belittling (about her predeces¬ 
sors). — belittling noun [noncount] ■ his belittling of his op¬ 
ponents 

bell /‘bel/ noun, pi bells [count] 

1 : a hollow usually cup-shaped metal object that makes a 
ringing sound when it is hit • ring/sound/toll a bell 9 We 
heard the church bells ringing. • The school bell clanged. ■ a 
dinner bell [=a bell that is rung to call people to dinner] ■ The 
round ended when the bell sounded. ■ the Liberty Bell [=a 
large bell in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, that is a traditional 
symbol of U.S. freedom] — see also bells and whistles 

2 : an electronic device that makes a ringing sound ■ We 
rang the bell [= doorbell] twice, but no one came to answer 
the door. • Warning/alarm bells went off. = Waming/alarm 
bells started to sound/ring. — sometimes used figuratively ■ 
(Waming/alarm) bells went off (in my head) as I read her let¬ 
ter. [=there was something in her letter that alarmed me] 

3 : something (such as a flower) that is shaped like a bell 
(as) dear as a bell see ‘clear 

(as) sound as a bell see 3 sound 

give (someone) a bell Brit, informal : to call someone on 
the telephone ■ I’ll give you a bell [=give you a call] tomor¬ 
row. 

have/get your bell rung 4- In informal U.S. and Canadian 
English, if you have/get your bell rung , you get hit hard on 
the head. ■ The hockey/football player had his bell rung 
during the play. 
ring a bell see 3 ring 

beMa-don-na ^bela'dcrna/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a poisonous plant that has reddish bell-shaped flowers — 
called also deadly nightshade 

2 : a drug made from the belladonna plant 
bell-boMomS /'bel'bcntamz/ noun [plural] : pants with 

legs that become much wider at the bottom ■ She was wear¬ 
ing (a pair of) bell-bottoms. — called also flares 

— bell—bottom adj 9 bell-bottom jeans/trousers 
bell-boy /'bcl,boi/ noun, pi -boys [count] : bellhop 
belle /'bel/ noun, pi belles [count] old-fashioned : a very at¬ 
tractive and popular girl or woman ■ a Southern belle 9 She 
was the belle of the ball. [=the most beautiful and popular 
woman at a dance, party, etc.] 

bell-hop /'bel,ha:p/ noun, pi -hops [count] chiefly US : a 
boy or man who takes hotel guests to their rooms, carries 
luggage, etc. — called also bellboy 
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bel-li-cose /’bch.kous/ adj [ more —; most ~] formal : hav- 
ing or showing a tendency to argue or fight ■ a bellicose gen¬ 
eral • bellicose [=combative] behavior • bellicose language/ 
statements 

— bel-li-cos-i-ty /.bcli'karsati/ noun [noncount] 

1 bel-lig-er-ent /bo'licfearant/ adj 

1 [more most ~]: angry and aggressive : feeling or show¬ 
ing readiness to fight ■ a belligerent remark • He was drunk 
and belligerent. 

2 always used before a noun, formal : fighting a war : en¬ 
gaged in a war ■ belligerent nations/states 

— bel-lig-er-ence /ba'lnfearans/ also bel-lig-er-en-cy 
/ba'liffearansi/ noun [noncount] — bel-lig-er-ent-ly adv 

2 belligerent noun, pi -ents [count] formal: a group or coun¬ 
try that is fighting a war ■ An international group is trying to 
negotiate a cease-fire between the belligerents. 
bel-low /'belou/ verb -lows; -lowed; -low-ing 

1 : to shout in a deep voice [no obj] He bellowed at/to/for 
her to come over at once. ■ He was bellowing into the phone, 
giving orders to one of his employees. [+ obj] The sergeant 
was bellowing orders. • “You're fired!” he bellowed. 

2 [no obj] of an animal : to make a deep, loud sound ■ The 
bull bellowed angiily. 

— bellow noun.pl -lows [count] 9 He let loose with an angry 
bellow. 9 a bellow of anger/rage ■ the bellow of a bull 

bel-lows /'belouz/ noun [plural] : a device that produces a 
strong current of air when its sides are pressed together ■ the 
bellows of an accordion Bellows is used with both plural 
and singular verbs. • Bellows were used to help start the fire. 
= A (pair of) bellows was used to help start the fire, 
bell pepper noun, pi •—■ -pers [count] chiefly US : a large 
pepper with a mild flavor ■ a red/green bell pepper 
bells and whistles noun [plural] informal : parts and fea¬ 
tures that are useful or appealing but not essential or neces¬ 
sary : frills • The car was equipped with all the bells and 
whistles you could ask for. 

bell-weth-er /'bcl'weda-/ noun, pi -ers [count] : someone or 
something that leads others or shows what will happen in the 
future ■ She is a bellwether of fashion. ■ High-tech bellwethers 
led the decline in the stock market. ■ a county that is a bell¬ 
wether in national elections 
1 bel»ly /'beli/ noun, pi bel-lies [count] 

1 a : a person’s stomach or the part of the body that con¬ 
tains the stomach ■ My belly was full. ■ He got down on his 
belly to crawl. ■ They slid down the snowy hill on their bel¬ 
lies. ■ a kick in the belly [-abdomen] — see also BEER BELLY, 
potbelly b : the part of an animal's body that is like a 
person’s belly • a horse's belly 9 a gray squirrel with a white 
belly — see also UNDERBELLY 

2 : a curved or rounded surface or part ■ the belly of an air¬ 
plane ■ the belly of a ship/violin 

— beMied adj — used in combination ■ a red-bellied wood¬ 
pecker — see also yellow-bellied 

2 belly verb bel-lies; beMied; bel-ly-ing : to cause (some¬ 
thing, such as a sail) to curve or bulge outward [+ obj] The 
wind bellied (out) the sails of the ship, [no obj] The sails of 
the ship bellied \=bulged] out in the wind. 
belly up to [phrasal verb] belly up to (someone or some¬ 
thing) US, informal : to walk to or toward (someone or 
something) * The men bellied up to the bar. 

1 bel-ly-ache /'bcl^eik/noun,/?/ -aches : a pain in the stom¬ 
ach : STOMACHACHE [count] He ate too much chili and it 
gave him a bellyache, [noncount] (Brit) 9 He ate too much 
chili and it gave him bellyache. 

2 bellyache verb -aches; -ached; -ach-lng [no obj] infor¬ 
mal : to complain in an annoying way ■ He was bellyaching 
about how long it took to get a table at the restaurant. 

— bellyaching noun 9 I’m tired of listening to his bellyach¬ 
ing. 

belly button noun, pi •— -tons [count] informal : navel 
belly dance noun, pi ~ dances [count] : a type of Middle 
Eastern dance done by a woman who makes rhythmic move¬ 
ments with her hips and belly 

— belly dance verb ~ dances; ~ danced; ~ dancing 
[no obj] — belly dancer noun, pi — -ers [count] — belly 
dancing noun [noncount] • taught a class in belly dancing 

belly flop noun, pi ~ flops [count] informal : a poorly done 
dive in which the front of the body lands flat on the surface 
of the water ■ She did a belly flop into the pool. 

— belly flop verb ~ flops; ~ flopped; ~ flopping [no obj] 
9 She belly flopped into the pool. 

bel-ly-ful /■bcli,ful/ noun [singular] informal : a large 


amount of something ■ The movie provides a bellyful of 
laughs. — often used to express irritation or annoyance ■ I’ve 
had a bellyful of him and his advice. [=I’m sick of him and his 
advice; I do not want any more of his advicel 
belly laugh noun, pi ~ laughs [count] : a deep and loud 
laugh • He has an infectious belly laugh. 9 The show provided 
lots of belly laughs. 
bel-ly—Up /'beli'Ap/ adj 

go belly-up informal : to fail completely ■ The team went 
belly-up in the play-offs. • The business went belly-up 
[=went bankrupt] during the long recession. 
be»long /bi'larij/ verb -longs; -longed; -long-ing [no obj] 

1 — used to say that someone or something should be in a 
particular place or situation • This book belongs [=goes] on 
the top shelf. • Put the groceries away where they belong. • 
Those kids really belong in school. [=they should be in 
school] • Does that item really belong on the list? • A dictio¬ 
nary belongs in every home. [=every home should have a dic¬ 
tionary] • A sick person belongs in bed. ■ A man with his abil¬ 
ities belongs in teaching. [=he should be a teacher] ■ Whales 
belong among the mammals, not fish. [=whales are mam¬ 
mals, not fish; whales are classified as mammals] ■ She and 
her husband are a perfect couple. They belong together. • 
They belong with each other. 

2 : to be accepted and liked by the other people in a group ■ 
She was here for 15 years, but she never really belonged, 
belong to [phrasal verb] 1 belong to (someone) : to be the 

property of (someone) : to be owned by (someone) • The 
money belongs to him. [=the money is his] • That watch be¬ 
longs to me. ■ The house belongs not just to her. but to her 
husband as well. ■ His style belongs only to himself. (=no 
one else has his style] 2 belong to (something) a : to be a 
member of (a club, organization, etc.) ■ The family belongs 
to a countiv club. ■ Most of the company's employees be¬ 
long to an HMO. b : to be included in (a category, group, 
etc.) • What family does that bird belong to? C : to be a 
part of (something) : to be connected with (something) • 
the parts belonging to the clock 

— belonging noun [noncount] ■ The kindness that they 
showed to her when she first arrived gave her a real sense/ 
feeling of belonging. 

be-long-ings /bi'lairjirjz/ noun [plural] : the things that be¬ 
long to a person : possessions • They gathered their belong¬ 
ings and left. • She left a pile of belongings next to her chair. • 
Be sure to take your personal belongings [=items that are 
yours and are small enough to be carried] with you when 
you get off the bus. 

be-loved /bi'Lvvad, bi’lAvd/ adj [more most ~] : very 
much loved : dearly loved ■ my own beloved grandmother ■ 
He is a beloved public figure. • an actor beloved by/of mil¬ 
lions of fans • one of the city’s most beloved buildings 

— beloved noun, pi -loveds [count] literary • She saw her 
beloved [=the person she loved] approaching. The 
phrase dearly beloved is often used at the beginning of a 
Christian wedding ceremony to address the people who 
are there. ■ Dearly beloved, we are gathered here today ... 

1 be-lQW /bi'lou/ adv 

1 : in or to a lower place ■ The pencil rolled off the desk and 
fell to the floor below. 9 The pilot looked down at the sea far 
below. 9 We heard the elevator stop at the floor below. The 
opposite of every sense of below is above. 

2 ; on or to a lower deck on a ship or boat ■ They secured the 
goods on deck and went below. 9 The captain ordered the 
men below. [=ordered them to go helow the main deck] 

3 : in or to a lower rank or number • All personnel, captain 
and below, were ordered to report for duty. ■ The game is 
suitable for children at age 10 and below. [=younger. under] 

4 : lower than zero • The temperature ranged from 5 below 
to 10 above. I=from -5 degrees to 10 degrees Fahrenheit] 

5 : lower, further down, or later on the same page or on a 
following page : at a later point in the same document • The 
results of the test are discussed/explained/listed/shown be¬ 
low. 9 See the graph below. 

from below : from a lower place ■ We heard voices calling 
from below . • 1 felt a draft from below. 

2 belOW prep 

1 : in or to a lower place than (something) : beneath ■ Our 
apartment is below theirs. ■ She wore a skirt that reached be¬ 
low her knees. = The bottom of her skirt was below her 
knees. • We could see only clouds below us. • The diver de¬ 
scended below 25 meters. • The sun disappeared below the 
horizon. ■ a spot directly below us • the valley far below us • 
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just/slightly below the horizon The opposite of every sense 
of below is above. 

2 : lower in number, amount, or size than (something) : less 
than (something) ■ Temperatures were below average/normal 
all week. ■ The game is suitable for children below [-younger 
than, under ] the age of 10. ■ She worked for wage rates below 
those of other workers. 

3 : less important or powerful than (someone) : having a 
lower rank than (someone) ■ A lieutenant is below a captain. 
[=a captain outranks a lieutenant] ■ He ranks far below his 
superior. 

4 : in a lower or less important position than (something) ■ 
He puts his own needs below his child’s needs. 

1 belt /'belt/ noun, pi belts [count] 

1 : a band of material (such as leather) that is worn around a 
person’s waist ■ I fastened/unfastened the buckle on my belt. 
= I buckled/unbuckled my belt. ■ I tied the belt of my robe. 

— see color picture on page C14; see also black belt, gar¬ 
ter BELT, SAFETY BELT, SEAT BELT 

2 : a band that runs around wheels or other parts in a ma¬ 
chine and that is used for moving or carrying something 

— see also fan belt 

3 : a region that has a lot of a particular thing ■ a belt of hilly 
land [=an area with many hills] ■ a storm belt ■ the farm/ 
farming belt ■ the com/cotton belt [=a region with many 
farms growing com/cotton] ■ an asteroid belt ■ (i chiefly US) 
cities in the Rust Belt [=an area formerly known for industry 
and manufacturing] — see also bible belt, sunbelt 
below the belt informal : too harsh and unfair ■ That re¬ 
mark was below the belt. = That remark really hit (him) be¬ 
low the belt. The phrase below the belt comes from the 
sport of boxing, where it is against the rules to hit your op¬ 
ponent anywhere below the belt. 

tighten your belt : to begin to spend less money : to make 
changes in order to save money • Many companies are 
tightening their belts during the recession. — see also belt¬ 
tightening 

under your belt : as an achievement or as part of your ex¬ 
perience ■ She has a best-selling book under her belt. [=she 
has written a best-selling book] • an actor who has several 
films under his belt [=who has appeared in several films] ■ 
He finally has a full year of experience under his belt. 

— compare 3 belt 

— belt-ed /'beltad/ adj • a belted coat/jacket/robe 
z belt verb belts; belt-ed; belt-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to fasten (something) with a belt ■ His bathrobe 
was loosely belted. 

2 [+ obj] informal: to hit (someone or something) hard ■ He 
belted the ball down the fairway. • belt a home run ■ Some 
drunk got mad and threatened to belt me. 

3 [+ obj] informal : to sing (a song) in a loud and forceful way 

— usually + out ■ a singer belting out tunes at the top of her 
lungs 

4 always followed by an adverb [+ obj] US, informal: to drink 
(something) quickly ■ He belted down a shot of whiskey. ■ 
belting back a drink 

5 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj ] chiefly 
Brit, informal : to move or go at a high speed ■ The car was 
belting down/along the highway. 

belt up [phrasal verb] Brit 1 : to fasten a seat belt in a car or 
other vehicle ■ When you’re riding in a car, you should al¬ 
ways belt up [=(US) buckle up] for safety. 2 informal : to 
stop talking • Will you just belt up [=shut up] for once? 
3 belt noun, pi belts [count] informal 

1 : a hard hit ■ Some drunk got mad and threatened to give 
me a belt, [-punch] 

2 US, informal : a drink of alcohol ■ He had a few belts (of 
whiskey) before dinner. 

— compare 1 belt 

belt-er /'bclta-/ noun, pi -ers [count] US, informal : a singer 
with a powerful voice : a singer who belts out songs ■ a leg¬ 
endary blues belter 

belt—tight«en«ing /’beltitaitijii)/ noun [noncount] : a re¬ 
duction in spending : changes that are made in order to save 
money ■ The recession has caused many companies to do 
some belt-tightening. — often used before another noun ■ a 
belt-tightening measure/move/policy — see also tighten your 
belt at ‘belt 

belt-way /'bclt,wei/ noun, pi -ways 

1 [count] US : a highway that goes around a city ■ an urban 
beltway — called also {Brit ) orbital 

2 the Beltway : the political and social world of Washing¬ 


ton, D.C. » politics inside the Beltway • Her influence extends 
beyond the Beltway. 

— Beltway adj, always used before a noun • Beltway politi¬ 
cians/politics [=the politicians/politics of Washington, 
D.C] 

be-moan /bi'moun/ verb -moans; -moaned; -moan-ing 

[+ obj] : to say that you are unhappy about (something) ■ He 
bemoans the fact that the team lost again. • an article be¬ 
moaning the decline in voter turnout : to complain about 
(something) ■ Some critics are always bemoaning the state of 
the language. 

be-muse /bi*mju:z/ verb -mus-es; -mused; -mus-ing [+ 

obj] : to cause (someone) to be confused and often also 
somewhat amused — usually used as (be) bemused ■ He 
thought of himself as an ordinary man, and he was bemused 
by all the attention that he was receiving. 

— bemused adj [more most ~] ■ She had a bemused ex¬ 
pression/smile on her face. — be-mus-ed-ly /bi'muizadli/ 
adv • She smiled bemusedly. — be-muse-ment 
/bi'mjuizmant/ noun [noncount] ■ She smiled in/with be¬ 
musement. 

bench /'bcntf/ noun, pi bench¬ 
es 

1 [count] : a long and usually hard 
seat for two or more people • a 
park bench 

2 the bench law a : the place 
where a judge sits in a court of 
law ■ The lawyer asked if he could 
approach the bench, b : the posi¬ 
tion or rank of a judge ■ her re¬ 
cent appointment to the bench 

3 [count] : a long table for holding 
tools and work ■ a carpenter’s 
bench 

4 sports a the bench : a long seat where the members of a 
sports team wait for a chance to play - He spent most of his 
season on the bench. l=he did not play in many games] ■ He 
plays better coming off the bench. [=coming into the game 
after it has started] b [count] chiefly US : the players on a 
team who do not usually play at the start of a game : the re¬ 
serve players on a team — usually singular ■ The team’s 
bench is deep. = The team has a deep bench. (=the team had 
many good players in addition to its main players] — often 
used before another noun • a bench player [=a reserve player: 
a player who is part of a team’s bench] 

z bench verb bench-es; benched; bench-ing [+ obj\ US, 
sports : to not allow (a player) to play in a game : to put (a 
player) on the bench ■ The manager benched one of his most 
popular players. "He was benched for several games by a leg 
injury. [=he was forced to miss several games because of a 
leg injury] 

bench-mark /'bcnt^ma^k/ noun, pi -marks [count] 
: something that can be used as a way to judge the quality or 
level of other, similar things - a stock whose performance is a 
benchmark against which other stocks can be measured 

bench press noun, pi ~ press-es [count] : a lift or exer¬ 
cise in which a weight is raised by pushing your arms up¬ 
ward while you lie on a bench 

— bench-press verb -press-es; -pressed; -press-ing 

[+ obj] ■ He can bench-press 350 pounds. 

bench seat noun, pi ~ seats [count] : a long seat in a vehi¬ 
cle (such as a car) that goes across the full width of the pas¬ 
senger section 

bench-warm-er /'bentfjwaama 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] US, 
sports : a player who is not among the best players on a team 
and does not often play : a reserve player who is usually on 
the bench ■ I played a little, but mostly I was a benchwarmer. 

1 bend /'bend/ verb bends; bent /'bent/; bend-ing 

1 a [+ obj] : to use force to cause (something, such as a wire 
or pipe) to become curved ■ bend a wire into a circle ■ bend 
the cable around a wheel ■ He bent the bow and shot an ar¬ 
row from it. • His glasses got bent when he dropped them, b 
[no obj] : to curve out of a straight line or position • The road 
bends [= curves, turns] to the left. ■ The trees were bending in 
the wind. ■ The branch will bend before it breaks. ■ The 
branches of the fruit tree were bending under their own 
weight. [=were bending because they were so heavy] — 
sometimes used figuratively ■ She refused to bend under 
pressure to change her decision. ■ a politician accused of 
bending to the will of wealthy supporters |=being influenced 
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by wealthy supporters; doing the things that are wanted by 
wealthy supporters] 

2 a [no obj ] : to move your body so that it is not straight • 
She bent down/over/forward to pick up a piece of paper and 
then she straightened up again. ■ He bent back to look up at 
the ceiling. ■ bend to the left and then bend to the right * bend 
at the waist ■ He bent double with pain. [=he bent forward 
from the waist because he was in extreme pain] b [+ obj] 

: to move (part of your body, such as an arm or leg) so that it 
is not straight ■ bend a knee • bend a leg • bend an arm ■ bend 
[=tilt] your head In formal language, if you bend yourself 
to or bend your strength/energy/efforts (etc.) to/toward 
something (such as a job or task), you work hard in order to 
do it. ■ He has bent himself [^applied himself] to the task of 
making the company more efficient and profitable. ■ They 
are bending their efforts toward completing the job on time. ■ 
They bent their minds to [=gave a lot of thought to; thought 
hard about] the problem. 

bend a rule : to not be strict or exact about following a rule 
■ She’s not really quite old enough to be admitted as a 
member, but she’s very close, so I think we can bend the 
rule(s) a little in her case and let her in now. 
bend over backward see ‘backward 
bend someone’s ear informal : to talk to someone for a 
long time ■ He didn’t really care about me, he just wanted 
to bend my ear about his own problems. 
bend (the) facts : to change facts in a dishonest way in or¬ 
der to deceive people ■ a journalist who has been accused 
of bending the facts in order to gain support for his political 
agenda 

bend the truth : to say something that is not true or that 
misleads people but that is usually not regarded as a seri¬ 
ous or harmful lie • When he tells people he’s from Man¬ 
hattan he’s bending the truth a little since he really grew up 
in Brooklyn. 

on bended knee also on bended knees : in a kneeling po¬ 
sition : in the position of someone who is kneeling on one 
knee • He proposed to her on bended knee. = He got down 
on bended knee and proposed to her. — sometimes used 
figuratively ■ He was forced to ask for their help on bended 
knee. [=he was forced to beg for their help; he was forced 
to ask for their help in a very humble way] 

2 bend noun, pi bends 

1 [count] : a curved part of something ■ a bend in a road/ 
stream ■ They live just around/past the next bend (in the 
road). ■ the graceful bends [=curves] of the stairway 

2 [count] : the act or process of bending something ■ a quick 
bend of the body ■ knee bends 

3 the bends medical : a painful and dangerous condition 
caused by rising to the surface too quickly after being deep 
underwater — called also decompression sickness 
around the bend (chiefly US) or chiefly Brit round the bend 

informal 1 : crazy ■ The pressure of his job nearly drove 
him around the bend. • He almost went around the bend. • If 
you ask me, she’s completely round the bend. 2 US : oc¬ 
curring soon ■ The end of summer is just/right around the 
bend, [-around the comer] 

— bendy fibcndi/adj bend-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 
chiefly Brit, informal ■ a bendy [-flexible] toy ■ a bendy road 
[=a road with many curves] 

bend-er /'bcnd.v noun, pi -ers [count] informal : a period 
when someone gets very drunk ■ He went on a bender and 
was drunk all weekend. — see also fender bender 
1 bejTeath /bi'ni:0/ adv : in or to a lower position : below • 
the mountains and the towns beneath ■ the sky above and the 
earth beneath ■ an awning with chairs and tables beneath • 
The ground beneath is covered with flowers. 

2 beneath prep 

1 a : in or to a lower position than (something or someone) 
: below ■ the sky above us and the earth beneath us ■ just 
beneath the surface of the water ■ The painting is hanging on 
the wall with a plaque beneath it. — opposite above b : di¬ 
rectly under (something or someone) ■ the ground beneath 
[ =undemeath ] her feet ■ We had a picnic beneath a large tree. 
■ The paper was hidden beneath a pile of books. ■ She wore a 
sweater beneath her coat. 

2 ; not worthy of (someone) : not good enough for (some¬ 
one) ■ He won’t do any work that he considers beneath him. 
[=work that he thinks is not good enough for a person of his 
social class] • She refused to marry beneath her. [=to marry 
someone with a lower social standing than hers] — opposite 

ABOVE 

3 : under the pressure or influence of (something) ■ The 


chair sagged beneath [-under, underneath] his weight. [=his 
weight caused the chair to sag] 

4 : hidden under (something) • He has a warm heart beneath 

[-under, underneath] his gruff manner. 

from beneath : from a place below or under (something) • 

She gazed at us from beneath the brim of her hat. 

bene-dic-tion Abena'dikjan/ noun, pi -tions : a prayer 
that asks for God’s blessing [count] He dismissed the con¬ 
gregation with a benediction, [noncount] a prayer of bene¬ 
diction 

ben*e-fac-tor /'bcna^zekta 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] : some¬ 
one who helps another person, group, etc., by giving money ■ 
With the help of a rich benefactor he set up a charity. ■ an 
anonymous benefactor 

ben-e-fac-tress /'benajfcektns/woMH, pi -tress-es [count] 
somewhat old-fashioned : a woman who helps another per¬ 
son, group, etc., by giving money : a female benefactor • a 
wealthy benefactress 

be-nef-i-cent /ba'nefasant/ adj [more most ~] formal 
: doing or producing good ■ a beneficent leader • a humane 
and beneficent policy 

— be-nef-i-cence /ba’ncfasans/ noun [noncount] 

ben-e-f i*Cial Abcna'fijal/ adj [more most ~] : producing 

good or helpful results or effects : producing benefits ■ He 
hopes the new drug will prove beneficial to/for many people. 

■ Regular exercise has many beneficial health effects. ■ They 
have a relationship that is beneficial to/for both of them. ■ 
Some insects are harmful but others are beneficial. 

— ben«e*fi*ciaMy adv 

ben*e*fi*Ci«ary Abcna'fiJueri, Brit ^ena'fijari/ noun, pi 
-ar-ies [count] 

1 : a person, organization, etc., that is helped by something 
: someone or something that benefits from something ■ Who 
will be the main beneficiaries of these economic reforms? 
[=who will be helped by these economic reforms?] ■ The col¬ 
lege was a beneficiary of the private grant. 

2 : a person, organization, etc., that receives money or prop¬ 
erty when someone dies ■ Her father named her the benefi¬ 
ciary of his life insurance policy. [=she will receive the mon¬ 
ey from her father’s insurance policy if he dies] ■ She has 
made the school the sole beneficiary of/in her will. [=her will 
says that all her money and property should go to the school 
when she dies] 

1 ben-e-fit /'bens,fit/ noun, pi -fits 

1 ; a good or helpful result or effect [count] the benefits of 
fresh air and sunshine ■ A benefit of museum membership is 
that purchases are discounted. • There are many financial 
benefits to owning your own home. ■ She is just now starting 
to reap/enjoy the benefits of all her hard work. ■ The benefits 
of taking the drug outweigh its risks, [noncount] I see no 
benefit in changing the system now. ■ We’re lucky to be able 
to get the full benefit of/from her knowledge.-■ These chang¬ 
es will be of benefit to all of you. [=will help/benefit all of 
you] ■ These changes will be to your benefit. [=will help you] ■ 
I’m not doing it for myself; I’m doing it for your benefit [=to 
help you; for your sake] ■ Since he owns the land, he thinks 
he should be free to use it for his own benefit. [=in a way that 
is helpful to him] 

2 a : money that is paid by a company (such as an insurance 
company) or by a government when someone dies, becomes 
sick, stops working, etc. [count] He began collecting his re¬ 
tirement benefits when he was 65. ■ a disability benefit ■ (Brit) 
a family on benefits [=(US) on welfare ; receiving money from 
the government because of a low income or lack of income] 
[noncount] He began collecting his retirement benefit when 
he was 65. • (Brit) He is on housing/unemployment benefit. 

— see also child benefit, death benefit, sickness 
benefit b [count]: something extra (such as vacation time 
or health insurance) that is given by an employer to workers 
in addition to their regular pay : fringe benefit ■ The 
company provides health (insurance) benefits. ■ The job 
doesn’t pay much, but the benefits are good. — often used 
before another noun ■ a company with a good benefit plan/ 
package/program 

3 [count] : a social event to raise money for a person or cause 

■ The school is having/bolding a benefit to raise money for a 
new gymnasium. ■ a charity benefit — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ a benefit concert/dinner/event/performance 
have the benefit of: to be helped by (something) : to be 

able to use (something) • Her judgment will be better when 

she has the benefit of more experience. 
the benefit of the doubt When people give you the bene- 
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fit of the doubt , they treat you as someone who is honest or 
deserving of trust even though they are not sure that you 
really are. ■ He might be lying, but we have to give him the 
benefit of the doubt and accept what he says for now. 
without the benefit of or US without benefit of : without 
the help of (something or someone) ■ The band had to per¬ 
form without benefit of a rehearsal. ■ He was able to learn a 
great deal without the benefit of formal schooling. ■ You 
shouldn’t try to handle this problem without benefit of a 
lawyer. ■ They lived together without (the) benefit of mar¬ 
riage. [=without being married] 
with the benefit of: with the help of (something) : by using 
(something) ■ With the benefit of hindsight, he saw where he 
had made a mistake. ■ She’ll do better with the benefit of 
more experience. 

2 benefit verb -fits; -fit-ed also -fit*ted; -fitting also -fit-ting 

1 [+ obj] : to be useful or helpful to (someone or something) ■ 
The new plan may benefit many students. ■ medicines that 
benefit thousands of people ■ These changes will benefit all of 
you. = All of you will be benefited by these changes. ■ The 
politician held a fund-raiser to benefit his campaign. ■ Some 
critics say that the tax cuts only benefit wealthy people. 

2 [no obj ]: to be helped ■ He’ll benefit by having experiences 
I never did. — often + from ■ I benefited from the experience. 
■ Many patients will benefit from the new drug. ■ All of you 
will benefit from these changes. ■ Some critics say that only 
wealthy people will benefit from the tax cuts. 

be-nev-O'lent /ba'nevalant/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : kind and generous ■ a benevolent company/govemment ■ 
a gift from a benevolent donor 

2 : organized to do good things for other people ■ He be¬ 
longed to several benevolent societies and charitable organi¬ 
zations. 

— be-nev-o-lence /ba'nevalans/ noun [noncount] ■ The 
king’s benevolence [-kindness, generosity ] was known 
throughout the land. — be-nev-o-lent-ly adv 

Ben-gali /ben'gculi/ noun, pi -gal-is 

1 [count] : a person bom or living in Bangladesh or in a state 
in northeastern India called West Bengal 

2 [noncount] : a language spoken in Bangladesh and West 
Bengal 

— Bengali adj • Bengali literature 

be-night*ed /bi'naitad/ adj [more most ~] formal: hav¬ 

ing no knowledge or education ■ These benighted [-ignorant, 
unenlightened] souls/people have so much to learn. ■ a 
strange, benighted country 
be*nign /bi'nain/ adj 

1 medical a : not causing death or serious injury ■ a benign 
infection/disease b : without cancer : not cancerous ■ be¬ 
nign brain tumors ■ We were happy to hear that the tumor 
was benign. — opposite malignant 

2 : not causing harm or damage ■ This chemical is environ¬ 
mentally benign. [=it does not hurt the environment] ■ He has 
a benign [-harmless] habit of biting his fingernails. 

3 [more most —] : mild and pleasant ■ benign [= favorable ] 
weather conditions ■ a benign climate 

4 [more most ] : gentle and kind ■ a friendly, benign 
teacher 

5 [more most —] : having or showing a belief that nothing 
bad will happen • She takes a benign view of her husband’s 
spending habits. [=she does not worry about her husband’s 
spending habits] 

— be-nign-ly adv ■ He smiled benignly at his students. 

1 bent /'bent/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : having a shape that is changed by bending : not straight ■ 
a bent metal wire ■ bent arms/elbows ■ With your knees/legs 
slightly bent , bend forward and touch your toes. ■ He was 
bent double with pain. [=he was bending forward from the 
waist because he was in extreme pain] 

2 chiefly Brit, informal : not honest ■ a bent [=coirupt] cop 
bent on also bent upon : having a strong desire to do 

(something) ■ The doctors are bent on finding a cure. 
[=they are determined to find a cure] ■ She now seems bent 
on winning the competition. • They’re bent upon destroying 
the world. — see also hell-bent 
bent out of shape US, informal : very angry or unhappy ■ 
Don’t get all bent out of shape [=upset]. Nothing bad hap¬ 
pened! 

2 bent noun, pi bents [count] : an attraction to or an interest 
in a particular thing or activity ■ an organization with a 
strong religious bent : a natural talent or interest ■ students 
with a creative/scientific bent [=leaning] 


3 bent past tense and past participle of 1 bend 
be-numb /bi'iiAm/ verb -numbs; -numbed; -numb-ing 

1+ obj ] formal: to make (someone) numb or unable to have 
emotions — usually used as benumbed ■ After years of war, 
they had become benumbed [=numb\ to violence. [=vio!ence 
no longer caused them to feel strong emotions] 
ben-zene /'bEn,zi:n/ noun [noncount] : a liquid chemical 
that is used to make plastics, fuel for automobiles, and other 
substances 

be-queath /bi'kwirG, bi'kwiid/ verb -queaths; 
-queathed; -queath-ing [+ obj] formal 

1 : to say in a will that (your property) will be given to (a 
person or organization) after you die ■ I bequeath this ring to 
my sister. = I bequeath my sister this ring. ■ He bequeathed 
his paintings to the museum. 

2 : to give (ideas, knowledge, etc.) to (younger people) as 
part of their history ■ These stories were bequeathed [= hand¬ 
ed down , passed down] to us by our ancestors. ■ Lessons of 
the past are bequeathed to future generations. 

be«quest /bi'kwest/ womh,/?/ -quests [count]: the property 
or money that you promise in your will to give to another 
person or organization after you die ■ He made a bequest of 
his paintings to the museum. 

be*rate /bi'reit/ verb -rates; -rat-ed; -rat-ing [+ obj\formal 
: to yell at (someone) : to criticize (someone) in a loud and 
angry way ■ She berated [-scolded] her son for coming home 
late. 

be*reaved /bi'riivd/ adj, formal : sad because a family 
member or friend has recently died ■ the bereaved parents/ 
families of the victims 

the bereaved : a bereaved person or group of people ■ The 
minister tried to comfort the bereaved. 
be-reave-ment /bi'riivmant/ noun, pi -ments formal 

1 [noncount] : the state of being sad because a family mem¬ 
ber or friend has recently died ■ a period of bereavement 

2 : the death of a family member or friend [noncount] a pe¬ 
riod of grief after bereavement [count] people who have re¬ 
cently suffered bereavements 

be*reft /bi'reft/ adj ' sad because a family member or friend 
has died ■ the young soldier’s bereft [=(more commonly) be¬ 
reaved] mother 

bereft of : not having (something that is needed, wanted, or 
expected) ■ They appear to be completely bereft of new 
ideas. [=to be completely without new ideas] ■ He was be¬ 
reft of all hope. ■ a man bereft of reason 
be*ret /ba'rei/ noun, pi -rets [count] : a round hat with a 
tight band around the head and a top that is flat, soft, and 
loose — see picture at hat 

berk /'ba^k/ noun, pi berks [count] Brit slang : a stupid or 
foolish person ■ He was acting like a complete berk. 
berm /'bam/ noun, pi berms [count] chiefly US : a small hill 
or wall of dirt or sand ■ A landscaped berm [=a hill decorated 
with plants and flowers] separates the two roads. 
Ber*mu*da shorts /b^'mjuida-/ noun [plural] : short 
pants that reach down to the knees 
ber*ry /'beri/ noun, pi -ries [count] : a small fruit (such as a 
strawberry, blueberry, or raspberry) that has many small 
seeds 

ber*serk /b^'s^k, ba^'zak/ adj ’ crazy and violent especially 
because of anger ■ berserk behavior 

go berserk 1 : to become very angry, crazy, and violent ■ 
A worker went berserk and killed his boss. 2 : to become 
very excited ■ The crowd was going berserk. [=going wild] 

1 berth /'bad/ noun, pi berths [count] 

1 : a place to sleep on a ship, train, etc. ■ a comfortable cabin 
with a deep berth ■ an upper/lower berth 

2 : a place in the water near the shore where a ship stops and 
stays 

3 chiefly US : a place or position on a team ■ She won an 
Olympic berth. = She earned a berth on her country’s Olym¬ 
pic team. • He has a starting berth on the all-star team. 
give (someone or something) a wide berth : to avoid or 

stay away from (someone or something) ■ I could see that 
she was in a bad mood, so I gave her a wide berth. 

2 berth verb berths; berthed; berth*ing : to bring (a ship) 
into a place where it can stop and stay : to bring (a ship) into 
a berth [+ obj] The ship was berthed at this pier, [no obj] 
The ship berthed at this pier. 

be*seech /bi'siitf/ verb -seech-es; -sought /bi'sat/ or 
-seeched; -seech-ing [+ obj] formal + literary : to beg 
(someone) for something : to ask (someone) in a serious and 
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emotional way to do something • I beseech you, let me live! 
[=please, don’t kill me] ■ Oh, kind and gracious king, we be¬ 
seech [-implore , entreat] you to set us free! 

— beseeching adj [more most ~] ■ She gave the king a 
beseeching look. — be*seech*ing*ly adv 
be*set /bi'set/ verb -sets; -set; -set-ting [+ obj\ : to cause 
problems or difficulties for (someone or something) ■ A lack 
of money is the greatest problem besetting the city today. — 
usually used as (be) beset ■ He was beset by/with injuries this 
season. [=he suffered many injuries this season] ■ a city beset 
by/with economic problems 

besetting sin noun, pi ~ sins [count]: a main or constant 
problem or fault • My besetting sin is a fondness for sweets. 

be-side /bi'said/ prep 

1 : by the side of (someone or something) : next to (some¬ 
one or something) • She sat beside him during dinner. ■ The 
man beside her was wearing a brown suit and hat. • They 
were walking beside me. ■ Stand beside the statue and I’ll 
take your picture. ■ Their house is beside a small lake. 

2 : in comparison with (something) ■ These problems seem 
unimportant beside the potential benefits of the new system. 
beside the point : not related to the main idea that is being 

discussed : not important ■ No one knows what we did, but 
that's beside the point. What we did was wrong. 
beside yourself : not thinking clearly because you are feel¬ 
ing very strong emotions : in a state of extreme excitement 
• We were beside ourselves with anger/worry/embarrass- 
ment/joy. ■ He was beside himself [-very upset] after hear¬ 
ing the bad news. 

1 be-sides /bi'saidz/ prep 

1 : other than (someone or something) • There's no one here 
besides [-except] me. ■ Nothing besides [=but] a miracle could 
save them now. ■ The traffic was a little heavy but, besides 
[=except for] that, we had no problems getting here. 

2 : in addition to (something) ■ She wants to learn other lan¬ 
guages besides English and French. ■ Besides its famous 
cakes, the bakery also makes delicious breads and cookies. * 
These salads are delicious besides being healthy. • I’m not 
ready to get married yet. Besides which. I enjoy living alone. 

2 besides adv 

1 : as well : also ■ They serve pasta and many other foods 
besides. 

2 : in addition to what has been said ■ The play is excellent, 
and besides [=(more formally) furthermore , moreover ]. the 
tickets don’t cost much. • I'm not ready to get married yet. 
Besides , I enjoy living alone. 

be*siege /bi'si:<fc/ verb -sieg*es; -sieged; -sieg-ing (+ 

obj] 

1 : to surround a city, building, etc., with soldiers and try to 
take control of it ■ The army beseiged the castle. 

2 : to gather around (someone) in a way that is aggressive, 
annoying, etc. — usually used as (be) besieged ■ They were 
besieged by reporters while leaving the courthouse. ■ politi¬ 
cians being besieged by the media 

3 : to overwhelm (someone) with too many questions or re¬ 
quests for things ■ Customers have besieged the company 
with questions. — usually used as (be) besieged ■ Every day, 
her office is besieged [= bombarded] with letters/questions/ 
complaints about the problem. 

be*smirch /bi'sm^f/ verb -smirch-es; -smirched; 
-smirch-ing [+ obj]: to cause harm or damage to (the repu¬ 
tation of someone or something) ■ He has besmirched [=sul - 
lied] her reputation/name/honor by telling lies about her. 
[=he has caused people to have a low opinion of her] 
be*SOt*ted /bi'scutad/ adj [more most ~] : loving some¬ 
one or something so much that you cannot think clearly ■ 
her besotted lover ■ He was completely besotted with/by her. 
[=infatuated with her] 

be*speak /bi'spi.k/ verb -speaks; -spoke /bi'spouk/; 
-spo-ken /bi'spoukan/; -speak-ing [+ obj] formal : to be 
evidence of (something) : to be a sign of (something) ■ Her 
newest album bespeaks a great talent for writing songs. 
be*spec*ta*cled /bi'spcktakald/ adj ‘ wearing glasses ■ a 
bespectacled student 

be*spOke /bi'spouk/ adj ‘ made to fit a particular person 
: custom-made ■ a bespoke suit; also : producing clothes 
that are made to fit a particular person • a bespoke tailor 
1 best /'best/ adj, superlative form of 'good or of* well 

1 a : better than all others in quality or value ■ You should 
wear your best clothes tonight. ■ He took us to the (very) best 
restaurants in the city. • We ate the best food and drank the 
best wines. ■ You're our best customers. • His modesty and 


sense of humor are his best qualities. • Is that your best offer? 

■ I’ve had the best time with you! [=I’ve had a very enjoyable 
time with you] • The best [=most valuable] things in life are 
free. ■ Which of these do you think tastes best ? ■ Mary sends 
you her very best wishes/regards. ■ He’s my best friend. [=my 
closest/dearest friend] = He and I are best friends, b : most 
skillful, talented, or successful ■ She’s the best student in her 
class. • He won the award for best actor in a drama. ■ the 
team’s best player 

2 : most appropriate, useful, or helpful ■ She truly believes 
that this is the best way to solve the problem. * She’s the 
team’s best hope/chance for a medal. • She thought waiting 
was best. = She thought that the best thing to do was to wait. 
= She thought that it was best to wait. • It’s best to leave early 
if you want to be sure of arriving on time. • We want to do 
what’s best for you. ■ He’s the best man for the job. ■ You 
should do whatever you think is the best thing to do. = You 
should do whatever you think best. • We’re making the best 
possible use of these materials. 

best of all The phrase best of all is often used to refer to 
the most important or appealing part of something that 
has many good parts. ■ The machine is easy to use, easy to 
clean, and best of all , it’s absolutely free when you order 
these books. 

next best A person or thing that is next best is not as good 
as the best person or thing but is better than all others. ■ 
The shortstop is the best player on the team, and the catch¬ 
er is the next best player. ■ We can’t see each other often, 
but calling each other on the telephone is the next best 
thing. 

on your best behavior If you are on your best behavior 
you are behaving very politely and well. ■ Remember to be 
on your best behavior with your grandmother. ■ The chil¬ 
dren promised to be on their best behavior. 
best adv, superlative form o/ 1 weli. 

1 : in the best way : in a way that is better than all others • 
The sauce is best served/eaten/enjoyed cold. • His cooking is 
best described as spicy. = It can best be described as spicy. 
: with the most success or benefit ■ They work best under 
pressure. ■ That’s what we do best'. ■ We need to think about 
how best to fix this problem. • This is a job best left to the 
professionals. [=it's better/best to allow professional workers 
to do this job] ■ Some things are best left unsaid. [=it’s better/ 
best not to talk about some things] 

2 : to the greatest degree or extent : most ■ That’s the one 
we liked (the) best. • The work should be done by the people 
who are best able to do it. • She’s best suited to life in the city. 

■ He is best known for his invention of the lightbulb. ■ The 
museum features some of the 6es/-known examples of this 
style of painting. • the industry’s 6es/-kept secret 

as best you can or the best (that) you can : as well, skill¬ 
fully, or accurately as you can ■ She answered their ques¬ 
tions as best she could. (=as well as she could] ■ You don’t 
have to do it perfectly. Just do it the best you can. 
had best 4- If you had best do something, you should do it. ■ 
You’d best get ready for school. [=you’d better get ready for 
school; you should get ready for school] ■ Hadn't you best 
get ready for school? 

3 best noun [singular] 

”T77ie best : the best person or thing ■ Out of all of my work¬ 
ers, he’s the best. ■ Our company is the best in the business. ■ 
Thanks, Dad. You're the best ! • I have one more gift for you, 
and I saved the best for last. : the best group of people or 
things ■ Our store sells nothing but the best. = We sell only the 
best. [=the best products] ■ She’s one of the best in the world. 
= She’s among the best. ■ Bad things happen to the best of us. ■ 
They want the best for their children. ■ Even in the best of 
times, we had trouble paying our bills. ■ In the best of all pos¬ 
sible worlds, no one would be without food and clean water. 
• He can compete with the best of them. [=he can compete as 
well as anyone] ■ We were the best of friends. [=we were very 
good friends] ■ I have a wonderful family and a great job, so I 
feel that I have the best of both worlds. • Problems can occur 
even in/under the best of circumstances. [=even if the situa¬ 
tion is as good as possible] ■ All of the students are good, but 
these three are the best of the bunch. [=the best ones in the 
group] — see also Sunday best 

2 : someone’s or something’s most effective, capable, or suc¬ 
cessful condition — used in phrases like af your best and af 
its best • He’s at his best in front of a live audience. • She’s at 
her best in the morning. ■ This is democracy at its best. 

3 : the highest level that you can do or achieve • Was that 
your best! = Was that the best you could do? • No one ex- 
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pects you to do the job perfectly. Just do your best. = Just do 
the best you can. [=do as well as you can] ■ He did his best to 
help them. ■ Her time in the race was a personal best. [=it 
was the fastest time she had ever achieved] 

(all) for the best : having or producing a better result — 
used to say that something will have a good result even 
though it was not the intended result ■ I won’t be able to 
go, but maybe it 'sail for the best. I have a lot of work to do 
anyway. 

(all) the best -$■ I f you wish someone (all) the best, you hope 
that person will be happy and successful. ■ We wish you all 
the best in your new job. 

at best — used to refer to a result, condition, etc., that is the 
best one possible even though it is not very good ■ The 
company won’t make a profit this year. At best , they’ll 
break even. ■ The work won’t be finished for another three 
months at best, 
best of luck see *luck 

best (out) of three (five, seven, etc.) — used to say that 
the winner of a series of games will be the one who has 
won the most times after three (five, seven, etc.) games 
have been played 

bring out the best in 4- If someone or something brings out 
the best in you, that person or thing helps you to use or 
show your best qualities. ■ She seems to bring out the best in 
him. ■ Performing in front of an audience brings out the 
best in me. [=1 perform better when I am in front of an au¬ 
dience] 

feel your best : to feel very healthy ■ Exercise helps you 
look and feel your best. ■ I’m not feeling my best this morn¬ 
ing. [=I’m not feeling very well this morning] 
get the best of 4- If an emotion or feeling gets the best of 
you, it causes you to do something that you should not do 
or that you are trying not to do. ■ I did get a little carried 
away. I guess the excitement got the best of me. [=got the 
better of me] • Their emotions have gotten the best of them, 
know best or know what’s best see 'know 
look your best : to look very good : to look as attractive 
and pleasant as possible ■ Try to look your best when inter¬ 
viewing for a job. 

make the best of 1 : to use (something) in an effective 
way ■ We may not get another chance, so we need to make 
the best of this opportunity. 2 : to deal with (a bad situa¬ 
tion) as well as possible ■ Life is not very good right now— 
but let’s try to make the best of it. ■ We’re trying to make 
the best (out) of a bad situation. = (Brit) We're trying to 
make the best of a bad job. 

the best Is yet to come/be — used to say that good things 
have happened but that even better things will happen in 
the future ■ Life is good now, but the best is yet to come, 
to the best of my knowledge see knowledge 
to the best of your ability : as well as you are able to ■ Ev¬ 
ery game, we go out and play to the best of our ability, 
to the best of your belief see belief 
4 best verb bests; best*ed; best-lng [+ obj] : to do better 
than (someone or something) : to defeat or outdo (someone 
or something) ■ They were bested [=beaten] by their oppo¬ 
nents in the opening game. 

bes*tial /’bestial/ odj [more most —) formal : resembling 
or suggesting an animal or beast : very cruel, violent, etc. ■ 
bestial behavior ■ bestial violence 
bes«ti*al«i*ty /,bestfi’ielati/ noun [noncount] 

1 : sex between a person and an animal 

2 formal : a cruel and violent quality : a bestial quality ■ I 
was shocked by the bestiality of their behavior. 

best man noun [singular] : the most important male friend 
or relative who helps a groom at his wedding ■ The groom 
asked his brother to be his best man and the bride asked her 
sister to be her maid of honor. 

be-Stow /bi'stou/ verb -stows; -stowed; -stowdng [+ obj] 
formal : to give (something) as a gift or honor ■ The universi¬ 
ty bestowed on/upon her an honorary degree. 
be'Strew /bi'stru:/ verb -strews; -strewed; -strewn or 
-strewed; -strew-ing [+ obj] : to cover (a surface) with 
something — usually used as (be) bestrewn ■ The path was be¬ 
strewn with flowers. [=flowers were strewed over the path] 
be-stride /bi'straid/ verb -strides; -strode /-’stroud/; 
-strld’den /-’stndo/; -striding [+ obj] literary : to sit or 
stand with one leg on either side of (something) : STRADDLE 
■ a giant that bestrode the river — often used figuratively ■ 
the time when the Roman Empire bestrode the world [=had 
great power over the world] 


best seller noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a popular product 
(such as a book) that many people have bought ■ She has 
written several best sellers. • Her book is on the best-seller list. 

— best-sell.ing /’best'selii)/ adj • his best-selling novel 
1 bet /'bet/ noun, pi bets 

T\count] : an agreement in which people try to guess what 
will happen and the person who guesses wrong has to give 
something (such as money) to the person who guesses right ■ 
He has a bet on the game. ■ “I’ll bet five dollars that my team 
will beat your team.’’ “Okay. It’s a bet\" [=1 agree to the bet] ■ 
He made a bet with his brother that he could finish his 
chores first. ■ He and his brother have a bet about who can 
finish his chores first. ■ He lost the bet and had to pay his 
brother five dollars. ■ His brother won the bet. 'He paid his 
brother five dollars to settle the bet. 

2 [count] : the money or other valuable thing that you could 
win or lose in a bet ■ What’s your bet ? [=how much money 
do you want to risk?] ■ She placed/laid a $10 bet [-wager] on 
the number five horse. 

3 [singular] : a choice made by thinking about what will 
probably happen ■ It’s a good/safe/sure bet that they’ll win. 
[=it is very likely that they will win] ■ I don’t know what their 
decision will be, but my bet is that they’ll approve the 
project. [=1 think they’ll approve the project] ■ If you want to 
get there early, your best/surest/safest bet is to take a differ¬ 
ent road. [=you are most likely to get there early if you take 
a different road] 

all bets are off — used to describe a situation in which it is 
impossible to be sure about what will happen ■ All bets are 
off on the election: it’s too close to call. 
hedge your bets see 2 hedge 
2 bet verb bets; bet also bet-ted; bet-ting 

T”: to make a bet: to risk losing something (such as money) 
if your guess about what will happen is wrong [+ obj ] He bet 
$5 on the game. • I’ll bet (you) a dollar that he makes the next 
shot. ■ I’ll bet that he makes the next shot. ■ He always bets 
that the favorite will win. [no obj] He lost a lot of money by 
betting on college football and basketball. ■ He always bets 
on the favorite (to win). ■ I bet against the favorite and I lost. 

■ L wouldn’t bet against her. She’s very likely to win this race. 

2 [+ obj] : to risk losing (something) when you try to do or 
achieve something — usually + on • She’s willing to bet 
[= gamble , risk, stake] everything on winning this election. ■ 
(US, informal) They want to start their own restaurant, but 
they’re not willing to bet the farm on it. [=they’re not willing 
to risk losing everything they have] 

3 [+ obj] : to make decisions that are based on the belief that 
something will happen or is true ■ Carmakers are betting that 
people will want to buy larger, more expensive cars this year. 

■ We’re betting (that) the price of houses will drop. 

4 [ 4 * obj] informal : to think that something will probably or 
certainly happen ■ I bet (that) it’ll rain tomorrow. [=1 think 
it’ll rain tomorrow] ■ You can bet (that) he’ll take the money. 
[=you can be sure that he’ll take the money] ■ She says she’ll 
quit her job. but I bet (you) she doesn’t do it. [=1 don’t be¬ 
lieve that she’ll do it]: to think that something is probably or 
certainly true ■ I’d bet most people feel the same way. ■ I bet 
you that no one knows we’re here. ■ I’ll bet you’ve never seen 
one of these before. [=you’ve probably never seen one of 
these before] ■ I bet you were tired by the end of the trip. 
[=you must have been tired] ■ “He was so handsome in his 
new suit.” "I bet he was.” = ‘77/ bet he was." [=I’m sure he 
was] If you would bet your life or bet your bottom dollar 
that something will happen or that something is true, you are 
very sure about it. ■ “Are you sure he’ll be there?” ”Yes, I’d 
bet my life on it." [=1 am entirely sure] ■ You can bet your bot¬ 
tom dollar he’s going to be late! [=you can be sure he’s going 
to be late] 

5 informal — used in phrases like you bet, you can bet on it, 
and you bet your life as an enthusiastic way of saying “yes” ■ 
"Would you like some cake?" "You betl ” ■ “Are you going to 
be there?" "You bet I’ll be there!” [=I’ll certainly be there] ■ 
"Are you going to be there?” "You can bet on it\" • “Will you 
be there?” "You bet your life I will!" — see also betcha 

6 informal — used in phrases that express doubt about what 
will happen ■ "The economy will improve next year.” '7 
wouldn’t bet on it if I were you." [=I’m doubtful that the 
economy will improve next year] ■ “The weather will be bet¬ 
ter tomorrow." “ Don’t bet on if." ■ “The weather will be bet¬ 
ter tomorrow." "Do you want to bet ?’’ = "Wanna bet?" [=1 
don’t think that the weather will be better tomorrow] 

- betting adj ■ I’m not a betting man myself. [=I’m not a 
man who likes to bet] — betting noun [noncount] ■ No bet - 
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ting [ ^gambling J is allowed in this state. ■ ( chiefly Brit ) The 
betting is that she’ll win the election. [=most people think 
that she’ll win the election] 
be-ta /'beita, Brit 'birta/ noun 

1 [singular] : the second letter of the Greek alphabet — B or 

0 

2 [ noncount ] : a version of a product (such as a computer 
program) that is almost finished and that is used for testing ■ 
a program that is currently in beta — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ the beta version of the software ■ a beta test ■ 
beta testing 

be«ta—block-er / l beita,bla:k 0 ‘, Brit 'bi:ta,blDk3/ noun, pi 
-ers [count] medical: a drug that helps prevent heart attacks 
by lowering high blood pressure 
be«ta—car-O-tene /'beita'kera.ti.n/ noun [noncount] techni¬ 
cal : a natural substance that is found in dark green and dark 
yellow fruits and vegetables and that helps your body grow 
and be healthy 

bet*cha /'betfa/ informal — used in writing to represent the 
sound of the phrase bet you when it is spoken quickly ■ 
Betcha I get home before you do! |=(I’ll) bet you that I get 
home before you do] — used especially in the phrase you 
betcha as an enthusiastic way of saying “yes” ■ "Are you go¬ 
ing to be there?" “ You betchaV ’ [-you bet] 
be»tel /'bi:t|/ noun [noncount] : the dried leaves of a climbing 
plant that are chewed by some people in southeastern Asia 
betel nut noun, pi ~ nuts [count]: the seed of an Asian tree 
that is chewed with betel by some people in southeastern 
Asia 

bete noire Abet'nwaa 1 / noun, pi betes noires /,bet- 
'nwa^z/ [count] : a person or thing that someone dislikes 
very much ■ a politician who is the bete noire of liberal/con¬ 
servative groups Bete noire is a French phrase that means 
"black beast." 

be«tide /bi'taid/ see woe betide at woe 

be-to-ken /bi'toukan/ verb -kens; -kened; -ken-ing [+ 

obj]formal : to show (something) : to be a sign of (some¬ 
thing) -His strong handshake betokens [indicates, bespeaks] 
his self-confidence. 

be-tray /bi'trei/ verb -trays; -trayed; -tray-ing (+ obj] 

1 : to give information about (a person, group, country, etc.) 
to an enemy ■ They betrayed their country by selling its se¬ 
crets to other governments. • He was betrayed (to the author¬ 
ities) by one of his students. 

2 : to hurt (someone who trusts you, such as a friend or rel¬ 
ative) by not giving help or by doing something morally 
wrong ■ She is very loyal and would never betray a friend. ■ 
He betrayed his wife with another woman. [=he was unfaith¬ 
ful to his wife] ■ She betrayed her own people by supporting 
the enemy. ■ I felt betrayed. 1=1 was hurt because someone 
betrayed me] ■ You’ve betrayed our trust. [=we trusted you, 
but you did something very bad and hurt us] ■ I can’t believe 
you lied to me. I feel as if you’ve betrayed our friendship. 
f=you’ve betrayed me: you’ve treated me in a way that shows 
you are not really my friend] 

3 a : to show (something, such as a feeling or desire) without 
wanting or trying to ■ Although he would not smile, his eyes 
betrayed his happiness. [=his eyes showed that he was happy] 
■ She coughed, betraying her presence behind the door. ■ The 
expression on his face betrayed nothing. [=the expression on 
his face did not show anything about what he was feeling or 
thinking] b : to reveal (something that should not be re¬ 
vealed) ■ betray a secret 

4 : to do something that does not agree with (your beliefs, 
principles, etc.) ■ He felt that he would be betraying his prin¬ 
ciples if he accepted the money. 

— be-tray-al /bi'trejal/ noun, pi -als [count] She divorced 
her husband after his betrayal (of her). [=after he had be¬ 
trayed her] ■ He felt that accepting the money would be a 
betrayal of his principles, [noncount] acts of betrayal • feel¬ 
ings of anger, helplessness, and betrayal — be-tray.er 
/bi'treja 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a betrayer of his people 
be*troth*al /bi'troubal/ noun, pi -als [count] formal + old- 
fashioned 

1 : the act of promising to marry someone : engagement ■ 
They kept their betrothal a secret. [=they told no one that 
they were engaged to be married] 

2 : an agreement that two people will be married in the fu¬ 
ture ■ They were both young at the time of their betrothal. 

1 betrothed /bi'trou&d/ adj, formal + old-fashioned : en¬ 
gaged to be married ■ a betrothed couple ■ She had been be¬ 
trothed to the prince since she was a young girl. 


2 betrothed noun [singular] formal + old-fashioned : the per¬ 
son that someone has promised to marry ■ He spent the af¬ 
ternoon with his betrothed. [=jiancee\ 

1 beMer /'beta 1 / adj, comparative form of 1 good or o/ 2 well 

1 : higher in quality ■ Her second book is better than her first 
one. ■ This is one of the better [=best] restaurants in this part 
of town. ■ Her first book was good, but her second one is 
even better. = Her second one is better still/yet • This one is 
no better than that one. 

2 : more skillful ■ She’s a better golfer than I am. ■ He’s a bet¬ 
ter singer than he is an actor. ■ He’s much better with chil¬ 
dren now that he’s a father himself. 

3 : more attractive, appealing, effective, useful, etc. ■ The 
weather is better today than it was yesterday. ■ They came up 
with a better solution to the problem. ■ I’d like to get a better 
[=more accurate and complete] understanding of the prob¬ 
lem. ■ Don’t you have something/anything better to do than 
to watch TV all day? ■ Her work wasn’t that good at first, but 
it’s getting better. ■ Her work just keeps getting better and 
better. ■ There’s nothing better than a cold drink of water 
when you’re really thirsty. ■ My salary isn’t very high, but it’s 
better than nothing. ■ "Suppose I move it a little to the left." 
"Yes, that’s betted It looks much better like that." ■ You 
could write to her, or, even/still better, visit her in person. 
Someone or something that has seen/known better days was 
better in the past than now. ■ My old car has seen better days. 

People say the sooner the better, the bigger the better, the 
faster the better, etc., when they want something to happen 
as soon as possible, to be as big as possible, to go as fast as 
possible, etc. ■ "They say the cold weather will end soon.” 
"Well, the sooner the better as far as I’m concerned." 

4 : more morally right or good : more deserving of praise ■ 
You’re a better man than I am. ■ “It is a far, far better thing 
that I do, than I have ever done ..." —Charles Dickens, A 
Tale of Two Cities (1859) ■ If you ask me, he’s hardly/little/no 
better than a common criminal. 

5 a : improved in health ■ I was sick but now I’m better. 
[=now I’m well] ■ I’m feeling all/completely better. • I’m 
somewhat/slightly better than (I was) yesterday, but I’m not 
fully recovered. ■ My cold is a little better today. [=my cold is 
not as bad today; my cold is less severe today] ■ I’m sorry to 
hear that you’re sick. I hope you feel/get better soon. ■ He 
was feeling sick yesterday, and he’s no better today. [=he s 
still feeling sick today] b : happier or more pleased • Your 
support makes me feel better about doing what I’ve done. 

6 — used to suggest that something should or should not be 
done ■ It would be better for you to leave now [=you should 
leave now] if you want to get there on time. ■ It would be bet¬ 
ter not to wait too long. 

better luck next time see ‘luck 
the better part of see 1 part 
2 better adv, comparative form of 1 well 

1 : in a better way ■ "How is she doing in school?” “She did 
badly at first, but now she’s doing much better." • She sings 
better than I do. ■ He sings better than he acts. ■ You could 
write to her, or, even/still better, visit her in person. = You 
could write to her. Even/Still better , you could visit her in 
person. ■ "Instead of writing to her, I’m going to visit her in 
person.” ” Even better." 

2 — used to suggest that something should or should not be 
done ■ Some things are better left unsaid. [=it is better not to 
say some things] ■ You would do better to leave now [=you 
should leave now] if you want to get there on time. 

3 : to a higher or greater degree ■ He knows the story much 
better than you do. ■ Her paintings have become better 
known in recent years. ■ There’s nothing I’d like better than 
to see you again. 

4 : greater in distance or amount : MORE ■ It is better than 
nine miles to the next town. ■ It’s better than an hour’s drive 
to the lake. 

had better 4- If you had better do something, you should do 
it. ■ YouW better leave now or you might not get there on 
time. ■ Hadn't you better leave now if you want to get there 
on time? ■ YouV/ better not do that or you’ll get in trouble. 
(=you’ll get in trouble if you do that] ■ I told him he'd better 
leave at once. ■ "Do you want to drive?” "Yd better not: I’ve 
had too much to drink.” ■ “I’m sorry.” “YouW better be!’’ ■ 
"Should I go there?” "YouV/ better not.” In informal 
speech, better by itself is often used in this way without 
had. • “Do you want to drive?” "I better not." ■ I told him 
he better leave at once. ■ "Should I go?" "You better]" ■ “I’m 
sorry." "You better be!” ■ "Should I go?” "(You) Better not." 
3 better noun [noncount]: something that is better : better be- 
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havior ■ They’ve disappointed me. I expected better from 
them. [=1 expected them to behave better] ■ They shouldn’t 
treat him that way. He deserves better, 
all the better or so much the better — used to say that 
something makes a situation, experience, etc., even better 
than it was • My daughter loves taking care of children. If 
she can earn money by doing it, so much the better] 
for better or (for) worse : whether good or bad things hap¬ 
pen : no matter what happens ■ We’ve made our decision 
and now we have to stick to it for better or worse, 
for the better : so as to produce improvement • The new 
policy is a change for the better. [=the new policy is an im¬ 
provement] ■ My father’s health has recently taken a turn 
for the better. [=has recently improved] 
get the better of : to defeat or trick (someone) by being 
clever • It would be hard to get the better of someone as ex¬ 
perienced as she is. ^ If a feeling or emotion gets the better 
of you, it causes you to do something that you should not 
do or that you are trying not to do. • She knew she 
shouldn’t open the package, but her curiosity finally got 
the better of her and she opened it. ■ He let his temper get 
the better of him. [=he lost his temper; he said or did some¬ 
thing because of anger] 
go one better see ‘go 
know better see 'know 
think better of see 'think 

your betters somewhat old-fashioned : people who are more 
important than you or who have a higher social position 
than you ■ His parents always told him to respect his bet¬ 
ters. ■ {chiefly Brit ) You should respect your elders and bet¬ 
ters. [=people who are older and more important than you] 
4 better verb -ters; -tered; -terming [+ obj] 

1 : to make (something) better : improve • They are trying 
to better the lives/lot of working people. • He looked forward 
to bettering his acquaintance with the new neighbors. • The 
team has bettered its chances of winning the championship. 

2 .* to be or do better than (something or someone) : to im¬ 
prove on (something or someone) • I can better their offer. 
[=1 can make you a better offer] ■ She bettered her previous 
performance. ■ He set a record that has never been equaled 
or bettered. 

better yourself: to do things (such as improving your edu¬ 
cation) that will make you a better or more successful per¬ 
son • She was bom poor but she has worked hard to better 
herself. 

5 better variant spelling of bettor 
better half noun, pi ~ halts [count] old-fashioned + humor¬ 
ous : someone’s wife or husband ■ Please come to our 
party—and your better half is invited, too! 
bet-ter-ment /'betomant/ noun [ noncount ] : the act or re¬ 
sult of making something better : improvement • working 
for the betterment of the lives of working people 
better Off adi, comparative form of well-off 

1 : having more money and possessions : more well-to-do ■ 
The better off he became, the less he thought about other 
people. • The better-off people live in the older part of town. 

2 : in a better position ■ He’d be better off with a new job. 
bet*tor also bet*ter /'beta 1 / noun, pi -tors also -ters [count] 

: a person who makes a bet ■ Thousands of bettors were at 
the race track last weekend. 

1 between /bi'twiin/ prep 

1 : in the space that separates (two things or people) ■ The 
ball rolled between the desk and the wall. • He stood between 
his mother and his father. ■ The office has two desks with a 
table between them. ■ They put up a fence between their 
house and their neighbor’s house. * There are fences between 
all the houses. — often used figuratively ■ a book that blurs 
the line/boundaiy between fact and fiction — often used in 
the phrase in between ■ There are fences in between all the 
houses. 

2 : in the time that separates (two actions, events, etc.) • If 
you want to lose weight, you shouldn’t eat between meals. ■ 
Between bites of food, they talked to their teacher. ■ The two 
days between Monday and Thursday are Tuesday and 
Wednesday. • We should arrive between 9 and 10 o’clock. — 
often used in the phrase in between • You shouldn’t eat in be¬ 
tween meals. 

3 — used to indicate the beginning and ending points of a 
group of numbers, a range of measurement, etc. • a number 
between 1 and 20 ■ The package weighs somewhere between a 
pound and a pound and a half. — sometimes used in the 
phrase in between • a number in between 1 and 20 


4 : in shares to each of (two or more people) • The property 
was divided equally between the son and the daughter. [=the 
son and the daughter received an equal share of the proper¬ 
ty] ■ His estate was divided between [-among] his four grand¬ 
children. 

5 — used to indicate two or more people or things that to¬ 
gether produce a result or have an effect • She ate two hot 
dogs, and he ate three hot dogs, so between them they ate 
five hot dogs. ■ Between work and family life, she has no time 
for hobbies. [=because of all the time she spends on her work 
and family life, she has no time for hobbies] 

6 — used to indicate two people or teams that are involved 
in a game, activity, etc. • There’s a game tonight between the 
Red Sox and the Yankees. [=the Red Sox are playing a game 
against the Yankees tonight] 

7 — used to indicate two or more people or things that are 
joined, related, or connected in some way ■ There are many 
relations/connections between linguistics, philosophy, and 
psychology. • There is a passageway between the two rooms. ■ 
the bond between friends • We used to love each other, but 
there’s nothing between us now. [=we don’t love each other 
now] 

8 — used to indicate two or more people or things that are 
being considered, compared, etc. ■ They compared the cars 
but found few differences between them. • We were allowed 
to choose between two/several options. ■ There’s not much to 
choose between the two cars. [=the two cars are very similar] 
■ There is very little difference between the two cars. 

9 — used to indicate movement from one place to another 
place ■ He flies between Miami and Chicago twice a week. • 
The airline provides service between New York and Paris. 

10 : known only by (two people) • They shared a secret be¬ 
tween them. • (Just) Between you and me, I think he’s wrong. 
[=I’m telling you that I think he’s wrong, but you should not 
tell anyone else what I’ve told you] • What I’m going to tell 
you should remain a secret (just) between us/ourselves. 

2 between adv : in the space separating two things or people • 
The office has two desks with a table between. — often used 
in the phrase in between ■ The office has two desks with a ta¬ 
ble in between. 

betwixt and between see betwixt 
few and far between see 'few 
be-twixt /bi'twikst I prep, old-fashioned + literary : between 
betwixt and between : in the middle : not completely one 
thing and not completely the other thing • Politically, my 
parents are betwixt and between. They’re neither liberal 
nor conservative in their views. 

1 bev-el /'beval/ noun, pi -els [count] 

1 : a slanted surface or edge on a piece of wood, glass, etc. ■ 
the bevel of the mirror 

2 : a tool that is used to make a slanted surface or edge on a 
piece of wood, glass, etc. 

2 bevel verb -els; US -eled or Brit -elled; US -eUing or Brit 
-elding [+ obj] : to cut or shape (a surface or edge) at an an¬ 
gle or slant ■ a tool that is used for beveling wood 
— beveled {US) or Brit bevelled adi ■ a mirror with a bev¬ 
eled edge ■ The blade is beveled on one side. 
bev*er-age /'bevncfe/ noun, pi -ag*es [count] somewhat for¬ 
mal : something you can drink : a liquid for drinking • May I 
offer you a beverage ? [=drink] • Beverages are listed on the 
back of the menu. ■ alcoholic/nonalcoholic beverages 
bev-vy /'bevi/ noun, pi -vies [count] Brit, informal : an alco¬ 
holic drink ■ He’d had a few bevvies too many and was feeling 
none too clever. 

bevy /'bevi/ noun, pi -ies [count]: a large group of people or 
things — usually singular ■ A bevy of girls waited outside, 
be-wail /bi'weil/ verb -wails; -wailed; -waibing [+ obj] lit¬ 
erary + humorous : to express great sadness or disappoint¬ 
ment about (something) ■ Many people bewailed the changes 
to the historic building. • She bewailed [= bemoaned] the fact 
that he had such terrible table manners. ■ bewail your fate 
be*ware /bi'wea*/ verb : to be careful : to act in a way that 
shows you know that there may be danger or trouble — 
used only as beware or to beware [no obj] A ghostly voice 
cried “ Beware] ” ■ Let the buyer beware. • He told them to be¬ 
ware. — often + of ■ The sign said “ Beware of the dog.” [+ 
obj] The restaurant’s food is excellent, but beware the chili if 
you don’t like spicy food. 

be*wil*der /bi'wilda/ verb -ders; -dered; -der-ing [+ obj] 
: to confuse (someone) very much • His decision bewildered 
[=puxled, perplexed] her. — often used as (be) bewildered ■ 
She was bewildered by his decision. * I was completely/utterly 
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bewildered by the complex instructions. 

— bewildered adj [more —; most —] ■ He had a bewildered 
expression on his face. — bewildering adj [more most 
—] • a bewildering number of choices — be-wil-der-ing-ly 
adv • The instructions were bewilderingly complex. — be- 
wil-der-ment /bi'wrid^mant/ noun [noncount] ■ She 
stared at them in bewilderment [^confusion] and shock. 

be-witch /bi'wilT/ verb -wltch-es; -witched; -witch-ing 
[+ obj] 

1 : to use magic to make someone do, think, or say some¬ 
thing : to put (someone) under a spell ■ People believed the 
girls had been bewitched. 

2 : to attract or delight (someone) in a way that seems mag¬ 
ical ■ They were bewitched [= enchanted , fascinated ] by her 
beauty. 

— bewitching adj [more most —] ■ She has a bewitching 
[-captivating, charming] smile. ■ The painting was bewitch¬ 
ing. [= mesmerizing] 

1 be»yond /bi'aind/ adv 

1 a : on or to the farther part or side • From the house we 
can see the valley and the hills beyond. ■ We passed the hotel 
and drove a bit beyond to see the ocean, b : to or until a lat¬ 
er time • The children who are part of the study will be mon¬ 
itored through their school years and beyond. 

2 : in addition ■ The hostel provides the essentials but noth¬ 
ing beyond, [-further, more, else] 

2 bevond prep 

1 : on or to the farther part or side of (something) : at a 
greater distance than (something) ■ From the house we can 
see the valley and the mountains beyond it. ■ The parking 
area is just beyond those trees. ■ Our land extends beyond the 
fence to those trees. • planets beyond our solar system 

2 : outside the limits or range of (something) : more than 
(something) ■ The job is beyond his ability. [=the job is too 
hard for him; he is not capable of doing the job well] ■ Such a 
project is beyond the city’s budget. [=the project is too ex¬ 
pensive] ■ The results were beyond our expectations. [=were 
better than we expected] • His influence does not extend be¬ 
yond this department. ■ She became rich beyond her wildest 
dreams. [=became very rich] If you live beyond your 
means, you spend more money than you earn. ■ We need to 
stop living beyond our means and start saving some money. 

3 — used to say that something cannot be changed, under¬ 
stood, etc. ■ The situation is beyond help. [=the situation can¬ 
not be made better; nothing can help the situation] ■ The city 
has changed beyond (all) recognition. [=it has changed so 
much that it looks completely different] ■ The circumstances 
are beyond our control. [=we cannot control the circum¬ 
stances] ■ The stories she tells are beyond belief. [=are not be¬ 
lievable] ■ His irresponsible actions are beyond comprehen¬ 
sion/understanding. [=cannot be understood] 4- If 
something is beyond you, you do not understand it. ■ "Why is 
he going?" “It’s beyond me." ■ How she was able to afford the 
trip is beyond me. 

4 : for a period of time that continues after (a particular 
date, age, etc.) ■ The program is unlikely to continue beyond 
next year. [=it will probably end after next year] ■ She plans 
to continue working beyond the usual retirement age. 

5 : in addition to ■ There were no other problems with the 
house beyond [=besides] the leaky roof. ■ I knew nothing 
about him beyond [-except] what he told me. 

above and beyond see 2 above 
BFA abbr bachelor of fine arts 
bi- /bai/ prefix 

1 : two • 6/partisan ■ 6/Iateral ■ 6/lingual 

2 a : coming or happening every two ■ 6/monthly b : com¬ 
ing or happening two times • 6/annual 

bi«an*nu«al /bai'amjawal/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : happening twice a year : semiannual • The group holds 
biannual meetings in December and July. 

2 : happening every two years : biennial ■ The art show is a 
biannual event that won’t happen again for two more years. 

— bi-an-nu-al-ly adv 

1 bi-as /'bajss/ noun, pi -as-es 

1 : a tendency to believe that some people, ideas, etc., are 
better than others that usually results in treating some peo¬ 
ple unfairly [count] The writer has a strong liberal/conser¬ 
vative bias. [=favors liberal/conservative views] ■ ethnic and 
racial biases ■ He showed a bias toward a few workers in par¬ 
ticular. ■ Do they have a bias against women/minorities? 
[noncount] The company was accused of racial/gender bias. ■ 
The decision was made without bias. ■ She showed no bias 
toward older clients. 


2 : a strong interest in something or ability to do something • 
a student with a strong bias towards the arts 
on the bias : in a slanted direction — used to describe the 
way cloth is cut or sewn • The material for the dress was 
cut on the bias. 

2 bias verb -ases; -ased; -asking [+ obj] : to have a strong 
and often unfair influence on (someone or something) ■ I 
don’t want to bias you against the movie, but I thought the 
book was much better. ■ The circumstances could bias the 
results of the survey. 

biased adj [more — ; most — ] : having or showing a bias 
: having or showing an unfair tendency to believe that some 
people, ideas, etc., are better than others • She is too biased 
to write about the case objectively. ■ an extremely biased 
statement ■ He is biased against women/minorities. • The 
judges of the talent show were biased toward musical acts, 
bi-ath-lon /bai'seOlsn/ noun, pi -Ions [count] sports : an 
event in which athletes ski over the countryside and stop to 
shoot rifles at targets ■ the Olympic biathlon 

— bi»ath»lete /bai'xQjtiit/noun, pi -letes [count] 
bib /'bib/ noun, pi bibs [count] 

1 : a piece of cloth or plastic that is worn under a baby’s chin 
while the baby is eating 

2 : the part of a piece of clothing (such as an apron) that 
covers the area above a person’s waist 

bi-ble /'baibsl/ noun, pi bi-bles 

1 the Bible a : the book of sacred writings used in the 
Christian religion The Christian Bible contains the Old 
Testament and the New Ibstament. b ; the book of sacred 
writings used in the Jewish religion The Jewish Bible con¬ 
tains the writings that also form the Christian Old Testament. 

2 Bible [count] : a copy or edition of the Bible ■ She gave 
each of her grandchildren a Bible. 

3 [count] : a book, magazine, etc., that contains the most im¬ 
portant information about a particular thing ■ The book is 
famous among foodies—it’s the gourmet’s bible. ■ The maga¬ 
zine is now considered the bible of the plastics industry. 

Bible Belt noun 

the Bible Beit : an area chiefly in the southern part of the 
U.S. where there are many people who have very strong 
and strict Christian beliefs 

bib-li-cal /'biblikal/ adj ’ relating to, taken from, or found 
in the Bible ■ a biblical [-scriptural] passage ■ biblical refer¬ 
ences ■ The city was a center for trade in biblical times. 
[=during the time when some things written about in the Bi¬ 
ble happened] 

prefix : relating to books • bibliography ■ 6/6//ophile 
bib-li-og-ra-phy /ibibli'a.’grafi/ noun, pi -phies [count] 

1 : a list of books, magazines, articles, etc., about a particu¬ 
lar subject ■ The instructor provided the students with an ex¬ 
cellent bibliography on local history. 

2 : a list of the books, magazines, articles, etc., that are men¬ 
tioned in a text ■ The book includes a lengthy bibliography. 

— bib-lio-graph-ic /.biblija'grsefik/ also bib-lio-graph»i- 
cal /ibiblija'graTikal/ adj ■ bibliographic information 

bib-liophile / , biblij3 l faj3l/«0M/2,/?/-philes [count ]: a per¬ 
son who loves or collects books 
bi-cam-er*al /bai'kzemrsl/ adj, technical : having two parts 

— used to describe a government in which the people who 
make laws are divided into two groups • The U.S. has a bi¬ 
cameral legislature that is made up of the Senate and the 
House of Representatives. 

bi'Carb /bai'kaato/ noun [noncount] : baking soda 
bi-car-bon-ate Of soda /bai'kaa’ba.neit-/ noun [non¬ 
count] 1 BAKING SODA 

bi-cen-te-na-ry /,baisen'ten3ri, Brit (baisen'tirnari/ noun, 
pi -ries [count] Brit : bicentennial 

— bicentenary adj, always used before a noun ■ a bicente¬ 
nary celebration/year 

bi*cen«ten«ni*al /,baisen'tenij3l/ noun, pi -aIs [count] US 
: a 200th anniversary or its celebration ■ The United States 
celebrated its bicentennial [-(Brit) bicentenary] in 1976. ^cel¬ 
ebrated the fact that it was 200 years old] ■ Next year is the 
bicentennial of the school’s founding [=the year 200 years af¬ 
ter the school was started] — compare centennial 

— bicentennial adj, always used before a noun ■ a bicenten¬ 
nial [-(Brit) bicentenary] celebration/year 

bi-cep /'bai,sep/ noun,pi -ceps [count] : biceps ■ She flexed 
her left bicep. 

bi-ceps /'bai,scps/ noun, pi -ceps [count] : a large muscle at 
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the front of the upper arm — usually plural ■ His biceps were 
huge. — see picture at human; compare triceps 
bick«er /'bika7 verb -ers; -ered; -er-ing [no obj] : to argue 
in a way that is annoying about things that are not important 
■ She is always bickering with her mother. • They bickered 
about/over how to decorate the room. 

- bickering noun [noncount\ • I can’t stand their constant 
bickering. 

bi-coast-al /bai'koustal/ adj : relating to both the east and 
the west coasts of the U.S. ■ They’re a bicoastal couple. [=one 
person lives on the east coast and the other person lives on 
the west coast] ■ a bicoastal flight/conference call 
1 bi«CV»Cle /'baisikal/ noun, pi -cy-cles [count\ : a 2-wheeled 
vehicle that a person rides by pushing on foot pedals ■ She 
rode her bicycle [=bike] to school. ■ They toured Europe on 
bicycles. = They toured Europe by bicycle. ■ Let’s go for a bi¬ 
cycle ride [=ride our bicycles for pleasure] after work to¬ 
night. — compare tricycle, unicycle 
2 bicycle verb -cy-cles; -cy-cled; -cy-cling [no obj\ : to 
ride a bicycle ■ She bicycles [-bikes ] to work every day. 

— bi-cy-cler /'baisikla 1 /now/i, p/-clers [count] US • a group 
of bicyclers — bicycling noun [noncount] • Bicycling is his 
favorite sport. ■ Let’s go bicycling after work tonight. — bi¬ 
cyclist /'baisiklist/ noun, pi -clists [count] ■ A group of 
bicyclists rode by. 

bicycle shorts noun [plural] : short pants that fit close to 
the body and that people sometimes wear when they ride a 
bicycle 

1 bid /'bid/ verb bids; bade /'bsed, 'beid/ or bid; bid-den 
/'bidn/ or bid; bid-ding 

1 past tense and past participle bid a : to offer to pay (a par¬ 
ticular amount of money) for something that is being sold 
: to make a bid at an auction [+ obj] I’ll bid $100 for/on the 
lamp but no higher. ■ The auctioneer said, "What am I bid 
[-offered] for this lamp?” [no obj] He plans to stop bidding if 
the bids go over $500. ■ She bid for/on a desk and a chair. • 
The two brothers bid against each other for the same chair. 
[=they each tried to buy the chair by repeatedly making 
higher bids than the other one had made] b [no obj] US : to 
offer to do work for a particular price ■ Several local compa¬ 
nies are bidding for the same job. ■ His company bid on the 
snow removal contract. 

2 past tense and past participle bid : to say how many points 
you are trying to win in a card game [+ obj ] He bid two. [no 
obj] He bid and I passed. 

3 1+ obj] formal : to order or command (someone) to do 
something - We did as we were bidjbidden. ■ She bidjbade 
them enter. [=told them to come in] — see also unbidden 

4 [+ obj] formal : to express (greetings or good wishes) to 
(someone) : to say (something, such as “good morning," 
“good evening,” etc.) to (someone) ■ They bade me farewell. 
= They bade farewell to me. [-they said goodbye to me] • She 
bid him good day. 


bid fair : to seem likely ■ a movie that bids fair to become a 
big hit [=a movie that will probably be very successful] 
bid up [phrasal verb] bid up (something) or bid (something) 
up : to raise the price of (something that is being sold) by 
repeatedly offering more money than other people ■ Sever¬ 
al antique dealers bid up the best lots to shut out less expe¬ 
rienced bidders. • Investors quickly bid stock prices up to 
record levels. 

— bid-der noun, pi -ders [count] ■ Items will be sold to the 
highest bidder. [=to the person who offers to pay the most] 
2 bid noun, pi bids [count] 

T “a : an offer to pay a particular amount of money for some¬ 
thing - Bids for the painter’s work have been quite high at re¬ 
cent auctions. ■ She had the highest bid. - He made a bid of 
$100 for the painting. ■ He made the opening bid. b : an of¬ 
fer to do a job for a particular price ■ The company is accept¬ 
ing bids for the renovation project. 

2 : an attempt to win, get, or do something ■ The company is 
facing a takeover bid. [=someone is trying to gain control of 
the company by buying most of its stock] — often + for • 
Two convicts made a dramatic bid for freedom but were 
soon recaptured. ■ They made a strong bid for the champion¬ 
ship. • a bid for power/reelection — often followed by to + 
verb ■ They failed in their bid to close the school. 

3 : a statement of how many points a player is trying to win 
in a card game 

bid*da*ble /'bidabal/ adj 

1 [more most ~] chiefly Brit : willing to do whatever 
someone tells you to do : easily taught, led, or controlled ■ 
The children became less biddable as they grew older. 

2 : available to be bid on ■ biddable items [=items that will be 
sold through bidding; items that will be sold to whoever will 
offer the most money] ■ a biddable job [-a job that people or 
companies can offer to do for a particular price] 

bidding noun [noncount] 

1 : the act of offering to pay a particular amount of money 
for something : the act of making bids at an auction ■ We ex¬ 
pect to see heavy bidding on this item. [=we expect a lot of 
people to offer money for this item] ■ Bidding started at 
$1,000. 

2 : the act of offering to do a job for a particular price ■ Bid¬ 
ding for the renovation project begins soon. 

at someone’s bidding also at the bidding of someone 
: as someone has told you or ordered you to do • He at¬ 
tended law school at his father’s bidding. [=because his fa¬ 
ther told/wanted him to attend law school] 
do someone’s bidding also do the bidding of someone 
: to do what someone tells you or orders you to do ■ He 
was at the beck and call of powerful interest groups and 
was always willing to do their bidding. 

bid-dy /'bidi/ noun, pi -dies [count] informal + disapproving 
: an old woman; especially : one who is silly or annoying ■ a 
couple of old biddies 

bide /'baid/ verb bides; bid-ed; bid-ing 


bicycle 


saddle, seat 


crossbar 


handlebars 


rear brake 


spokes 


rear derailleur 


chain 


crank 


brake cable 


brake lever 



tire (US), 
tyre (Brit) 


front derailleur 
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bide your time : to wait for the right time before you do 
something ■ He is biding his time [=waiting for the right op¬ 
portunity] before asking his parents for a loan, 
bi-det /bi'dei/ noun, pi -dets [count] : a bowl like a small toi¬ 
let with faucets that is used for washing your bottom 
1 bi-ervni-al /bai'enijol/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : happening every two years ■ The governor explained the 
biennial budget proposal. • a biennial show 

2 of a plant : living for only two years or seasons : having a 
life cycle that is two years or seasons long ■ biennial plants/ 
herbs/flowers — compare ‘annual, ‘perennial 

— bi*en*ni*al«ly adv ■ The art show takes place biennially. 
2 biennial noun, pi -als [count] : a plant that lives for only two 

years or seasons : a biennial plant — compare 2 annual, 
2 perennial 

bier /■bia 1 / noun, pi biers [count] : a table or platform on 
which a coffin or dead body is placed at a funeral 
biff /'bif/ verb biffs; biffed; biffdng [+ obf] chiefly Brit, infor¬ 
mal : to hit (someone) hard especially with your hand or fist 

• She biffed [-whacked] him on the head. 

— biff noun, pi biffs [count] 

bi«fO"Cal /'baijfookal, Brit bai'faukal/ adj, of eyeglasses : di¬ 
vided into two parts that help a person to see things that are 
nearby and things that are far away ■ bifocal lenses/glasses 

— bi»fo*cals /'bai.foukalz, Brit bai'faukalz/ noun [plural] • 
She wears bifocals. [=eyeglasses with bifocal lenses] 

bi*fur*cate /'baifa^keit/ verb -cates; -cat-ed; cat-ing./ 0 r- 
mal : to divide into two parts [no obj ] The stream bifurcated 
into two narrow winding channels. [+ obf] bifurcate a beam 
of light 

— bifurcated adj • a bifurcated stream — bi-fur-ca-tion 

Abaifa'keijan/ noun, pi -tions [count, noncount] 

1 big /'big/ adj big-ger; -gest 

T: large in size ■ a big house/room/field • a big glass of soda ■ 
He is a big [-tall and heavy] man. ■ She moved to a bigger city. 

• the biggest city in the state ■ The tent is big enough for 10 
people. [=there is enough space in the tent for 10 people] ■ A 
great big [-very large, huge] truck pulled up beside us. • I 
can’t understand her writing; she uses too many big words. 
[=long words that many people don’t know the meaning of] 

— see also the big city at CITY 

2 : large in number or amount ■ He led a big group through 
the museum. ■ She was earning big money [=a lot of money] 
as a lawyer. — see also BIG BUCKS 

3 : involving or including many people, things, etc. ■ She 
works for a big company. ■ He organized a big advertising 
campaign. • We had a big fund-raiser for the school. 

4 always used before a noun a : tending to do something 
more often than most people ■ He’s a big eater. [=he often 
eats large amounts of food] ■ She’s a big shopper. [=she shops 
often] b : feeling or showing a lot of excitement or enthusi¬ 
asm ■ I’m a big fan of their music. ■ He gave me a big smile/ 
hug. 

5 : important or significant ■ She became a big star in mov¬ 
ies. ■ He’s big in local politics. ■ The changes will have a big 
{=mqjor ] impact on the community. • Our biggest concern is 
for the safety of the children. ■ This job is my big chance. ■ 
The movie was a big flop. ■ They have big plans for the fu¬ 
ture. ■ She was a big [-great] help during his illness. ■ Buying 
this car was a big [^serious] mistake. ■ I was nervous in the 
weeks leading up to the wedding day, but felt surprisingly 
calm on the day of the big event. ■ Tomorrow is the big day. 
[=the day that something important happens] ■ Her sugges¬ 
tion made a big difference [=led to important changes] in the 
final product. ■ She wanted to go in a big way. [-very much, 
badly] — see also big deal, big picture 

6 always used before a noun, informal — used to express 
strong dislike or disapproval ■ You’re nothing but a big sissy/ 
bully! • If you marry her you’re an even bigger fool [=you’re 
even more of a fool] than I thought you were! 

7 informal : older or more grown up ■ my big [-older] sister/ 
brother ■ He’s a big boy now. [=he is less like a baby now] 

— see also big boys, big brother 

8 : very popular • That toy is always a big seller. ■ The band 
was a big hit abroad. ■ Her books are big with teenagers. ■ She 
thinks longer skirts will be big this year. • Designers will dis¬ 
cuss the next big thing [=a future trend] in home decorating. 

9 : generous or kind ■ It was big of him to forgive them after 
the way they treated him. ■ She was big about it and invited 
him along. ■ He has a big heart. [=he is a kind person] — 
sometimes used in an ironic way to say that someone is not 
being very generous or kind ■ You can spare us a whole five 


minutes of your time? Well, that’s bigof you\ — see also big- 
hearted 

10 : very strong, forceful, etc. ■ There was a big [=a powerful] 
storm last night. 

(as) big as life see 1 life 
big fish in a small/little pond see ‘fish 
big on informal : very enthusiastic about (something) ■ He’s 
big on stamp collecting. [=he likes collecting stamps very 
much] ■ She’s not (very) big on dancing. 
big with child old-fashioned : pregnant and almost ready to 
give birth ■ a woman who was big with child 
too big for your britches (US) or chiefly Brit too big for 
your boots informal: too confident or proud of yourself ■ 
I think the boss is growing too big for his britches. 

— big-ness noun [noncount] ■ the bigness of the city 
2 big adv 

1 : in a big way ■ They won/lost big [=they won/lost a large 
amount] at the casino. 

2 : in a way that is meant to impress people ■ He talks big 
about his plans, but he hasn’t done much yet. 

go over big informal: to be successful or well-liked ■ Here’s 
a recipe for healthy cookies that always goes over big with 
kids. [=that children like a lot] 

make it big or hit it big or hit big informal ; to become very 
successful ■ He always dreamed of making it big in the 
movie industry. • Her best friend hit it big playing the stock 
market. 

think big : to think about doing things that involve a lot of 
people, money, effort, etc. : to think about doing big 
things ■ If we’re going to start our own business, we should 
think big. 

big-a-my /'bigami/ noun [noncount] : the crime of marrying 
one person while you are still legally married to another ■ He 
was accused of bigamy. 

— big*a*mist /'bigamist/ noun, pi -mists [count] ■ She 
found out that he was a bigamist. — big*a*mous 
/'bigamas/ adj ■ a bigamous marriage 

Big Apple noun 

the Big Apple informal — used as a name for New York 
City ■ She moved to the Big Apple after she graduated, 
big band noun.pl ~ bands [count] : a large musical group 
that usually plays jazz music that people dance to 
big bang noun 

the big bang : a huge explosion that might have happened 
when the universe began ■ a few billion years after the big 
bang The scientific theory that the universe began with 
a huge explosion is called the big bang theory. 
big—boned adj bigger-boned; biggest-boned [or 
more most ~] : having large bones : large but not fat ■ He 
is tall and big-boned. ■ a big-boned girl/gal 
big boys noun 

the big boys informal : the most powerful people or com¬ 
panies ■ He’ll have to work pretty hard if he wants to com¬ 
pete with the big boys in the industry. 

Big Brother noun [singular ]; a powerful government or or¬ 
ganization that watches and controls what people say and do 

■ “You better be careful about what you say,” she warned, 
"BigBrother is listening!” — see also ‘big 7 

big bucks noun [plural] US, informal : a large amount of 
money ■ A car like that costs big bucks. ■ He’s making big 
bucks [=big money] at his new job. 
big business noun [noncount] 

1 : large companies considered together as a powerful group 

■ The tax proposal will be of most benefit to big business. 

2 : an activity or product that makes a large amount of mon¬ 
ey ■ Tourism is big business in the region. 

big Cat noun, pi ~ cats [count] : a large wild animal of the 
cat family ■ lions, tigers, leopards, and other big cats 
big cheese noun 

the big cheese informal : the most powerful or important 
person ■ You’ll have to ask the big cheese, [-the boss] ■ 
Who’s the big cheese around here? 
big—City adj, always used before a noun : of or relating to a 
large city • big-city problems such as overcrowding and noise 

■ a big-city school/hospital : coming from or living in a large 
city ■ big-city cops/mayors — compare small-town 

big deal noun [singular] : something that is very important ■ 
The party was a big deal. • The cost didn't seem like much to 
me, but I know it was a big deal for many people. ■ So I’m 
late. What’s the big deaf? [=why is that important?] — often 
used in negative statements ■ Flying is no big deal to him. ■ 
Don’t worry, it’s no big deal. [=it’s not a problem! — some- 
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times used ironically as an interjection to say that something 
is not important to you ■ “She’s going to be angry.” “ Big 
deal." [=so whatl] ■ “You broke it!” "Big deal." [=1 don’t care] 
make a big deal (out) of (something) or make (some¬ 
thing) into a big deal : to treat (something) as very im¬ 
portant or too important • The girl’s song was far from per¬ 
fect, but her parents made a big deal of it, and she was very 
happy. • Don’t make such a big deal (out) of missing the 
bus: there’ll be another one along in a minute, 
big dipper noun, pi ~ -pers 

1 the Big Dipper US : a group of seven stars in the northern 
sky that form a shape like a large dipper or ladle ■ We could 
see the Big Dipper [ =(Brit ) the Plough] in the northern sky. 

— compare little dipper 

2 [count] Brit, old-fashioned : roller coaster 1 
Big-foot or big-foot /'bigjfut/ noun [singular] : sasquatch 
big game noun [noncount] : large animals (such as ele¬ 
phants and tigers) that are hunted for sport ■ They traveled 
to Africa to hunt big game. ■ a big-game hunter 

big*gie /'bigi/ noun, pi -gies [count] informal : someone or 
something that is very big or important ■ He met with some 
television biggies. • They've had problems before, but this 
one’s a real biggie. ■ (chiefly US) “Sorry I’m late.” “ No biggie. 
[=it’s not a problem] I’m not in a hurry.” 
big*gish /'bigi// adj : somewhat big ■ He has a biggish 
[=largish] nose. 

big government noun [noncount] US : government that 
has too much influence and power over citizens ■ a politician 
who promises to do away with high taxes and big government 
big gun noun 

the big guns informal: the most powerful people, compa¬ 
nies, organizations, etc. • They called in the big guns to deal 
with the problem. 

big-headed adj 

1 : having a large head ■ a big-headed dinosaur 

2 [more most ~] disapproving : sure that you are better or 
more important than other people : conceited ■ big¬ 
headed celebrities/politicians 

big-hearted adj [more most ~] : generous and kind ■ a 
big-hearted kid/person 

big-horn sheep /'big^oan-/ noun, pi ~ sheep [count] : a 
kind of wild sheep with long curved horns that lives in the 
mountains of western North America — called also bighorn 
big house noun 

the big house US slang : prison • He spent four years in the 
big house. 

bight /'bait/ noun, pi bights [count] : a curve in a coast or 
the bay formed by such a curve • the Bight of Benin ■ the 
Great Australian Bight 

big league noun 

the big leagues US : the two main U.S. baseball leagues 
(the American League and the National League) • He al¬ 
ways dreamed of playing in the big leagues, [-the mojor 
leagues] — often used figuratively ■ She’s in the big leagues 
now, working for a major law firm in a large city. 

— big—league adj, always used before a noun ■ He hit a 
home run in his first big-league [=mqjor-league] game. ■ 
big-league baseball ■ a big-league team — big leagu-er 
noun, pi ~ -g uers [count] ■ He hopes to be a big leaguer 
[=mqjor leaguer] some day. 

big mouth noun, pi ~ mouths [count] informal : a person 
who cannot keep a secret or who talks too much ■ She’s a big 
mouth. — used in phrases that describe a person who talks 
too much ■ Why did you have to open your big mouth and 
tell everyone our business? ■ Be careful of what you say 
around her—she has a big mouth. [=she is likely to tell other 
people what you said] 

— big—mouthed adj ■ The surprise was spoiled by my big¬ 
mouthed friend. 

big name noun, pi - names [count] informal : a very fa¬ 
mous person ■ There were many big names [=celebrities] at 
the party. ■ He is a big name in the business world. [=he is a 
famous businessperson] 

— big—name adj, always used before a noun • a big-name 
movie star 

big noise noun, pi ~ noises [count] Brit, informal : a pow¬ 
erful or important person : big shot — usually singular ■ 
She’s a big noise in local politics. 
big-Ot /'bigat/ noun, pi -Ots [count] disapproving : a person 
who strongly and unfairly dislikes other people, ideas, etc. 
: a bigoted person; especially : a person who hates or refuses 


to accept the members of a particular group (such as a racial 
or religious group) ■ He was labeled a bigot after making 
some offensive comments. 

big-Ot-ed /'bigatad/ adj [more most ~] disapproving 
: having or showing a strong and unfair dislike of other peo¬ 
ple, ideas, etc.; especially : hating or refusing to accept the 
members of a particular group • a bigoted neighbor • Many 
people found his bigoted comments offensive. 
big-Ot-ry /'bigatri/ noun [noncount] : bigoted acts or beliefs ■ 
a protest against bigotry ■ religious/racial bigotry 
big picture noun 

the big picture : everything that relates to or is involved in a 
situation or issue • We need to look at the big picture before 
we can work out specific details. 

big screen noun 

the big screen : movies and the movie industry especially 
when they are being compared to television ■ She was a 
star of the big screen, [-the silver screen] ■ The television 
show was adapted for the big screen. [=the television show 
was made into a movie] 
big—Screen adj, always used before a noun 

1 : relating to movies or the movie industry • She worked on 
the novel’s big-screen adaptation. 

2 : having a large screen • a big-screen television 

big Shot noun, pi ~ shots [count] informal : a powerful or 
important person ■ All the corporate big shots are meeting 
this afternoon. • a big shot in local politics 
big Stick noun, pi ~ sticks [count] : a threat to use violence 
or force to make a person, group, country, etc., do some¬ 
thing — usually singular ■ The organization wields a pretty 
big stick when it comes to fighting poverty. [=the organiza¬ 
tion is able to fight poverty because it can threaten to use 
force, such as legal action] 

big—tick-et /'big'tikat/ adj, chiefly US, informal : having a 
high price : expensive ■ big-ticket items like cars and appli¬ 
ances 

big time noun 

the big time : the highest or most successful level of an ac¬ 
tivity ■ He was a good basketball player but he never made 
(it to) the big time. • The group performed in small clubs 
for years before hitting the big time [=becoming very suc¬ 
cessful] with a record deal. 

1 big-time /'big,taim/ acjj, always used before a noun : relat¬ 
ing to or involved in the highest or most successful level of 
an activity ■ I covered big-time [=major] college sports for the 
newspaper. ■ He became a big-time racketeer. 

2 big—time adv, chiefly US, informal : in a big way : very 
much or very badly ■ The new show bombed big-time. [=the 
new show was very unsuccessful] ■ You owe me big-time. 
big toe noun, pi ~ toes [count] : the largest toe on a per¬ 
son’s foot 

big top noun [singular] : a large circus tent — usually used 
with the ■ She dreamed of performing under the big top. 
[=performing in/with the circus] 
big wheel noun, pi ~ wheels [count] 

1 chiefly US, informal : a powerful or important person : big 
shot ■ He’s a big wheel in local politics. 

2 Brit : ferris wheel 

big-wig /'big,wig/ noun, pi -wigs [count] informal : a pow¬ 
erful or important person ■ corporate bigwigs [=big shots] ■ a 
bigwig in local politics 
1 bike /‘baik/ noun, pi bikes [count] 

1 : bicycle ■ She rode her bike to school. ■ a bike path 

2 : motorcycle — see also dirt bike, motorbike 
2 bike verb bikes; biked; bik-ing [no obj] : to ride a bicycle ■ 

We biked to the park. ■ He bikes in the mountains. 

— biking noun [noncount] ■ Biking is a great form of exer¬ 
cise. • We’re planning to go biking tomorrow. 

bik-er /'baika*/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who rides a motorcycle : motorcyclist 

2 chiefly US : a person who rides a bicycle : bicyclist 
bi-ki-ni /ba'ki:ni/ noun, pi -nis [count] : a piece of clothing 

in two parts that a girl or woman wears for swimming or for 
lying in the sun and that does not cover much of the body 

— see color picture on page Cl3 

bi-la-bi-al /bai'leibijal/ noun, pi -als [count] linguistics : a 
sound made by using both lips • English bilabials such as /b/, 
/p/, and /m/ 

— bilabial adj • a bilabial consonant 

bi-lat-er-al /bai'lsetaral/ adj • involving two groups or coun¬ 
tries ■ bilateral trade agreements ■ a bilateral treaty — 
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compare multilateral, unilateral 
bile /'bajal /noun \noncount ] 

1 : a yellow or greenish liquid that is made by the liver and 
that helps the body to digest fats 

2 : anger or hatred ■ One writer objected to what she de¬ 
scribed as “the bile that is spewed from the newspaper’s edi¬ 
torial page.” 

bilge /'bilcfe/ noun, pi bilg-es 

1 [count] : the bottom part of the inside of a ship or boat ■ 
water in the bilge 

2 [noncount] informal : foolish or worthless statements or in¬ 
formation : NONSENSE ■ That magazine prints a lot of bilge 
about celebrities. 

bMitvgual /bai’lirjgwal J adj 

1 : able to speak and understand two languages ■ Several of 
the employees are bilingual. • He is bilingual in English and 
Japanese. 

2 : using or expressed in two languages ■ a bilingual dictio¬ 
nary ■ She grew up in a bilingual community. ■ The town has 
an excellent bilingual education program. — compare 

MONOLINGUAL, MULTILINGUAL 

— bilingual noun, pi -guals [count] ■ Several of the employ¬ 
ees are bilinguals. — bi-lin»gual*ism /bai'liqgwajlizam/ 
noun [noncount] ■ She says her bilingualism [=her ability to 
speak two languages] has helped her in her career. 

bil-ious /'biljas/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : having or causing a sick feeling in the stomach : feeling 
or causing nausea ■ a bilious attack 

2 : angry or bad-tempered ■ a bilious disposition 

3 : very unpleasant to look at ■ a bilious [= repulsive ] shade of 
green 

bilk /*bilk/ verb bilks; bilked; bilk*ing [+ obj] chiefly US, in¬ 
formal : to cheat or trick (a person or organization) especial¬ 
ly by taking money ■ They were convicted of bilking [de¬ 
frauding, swindling] the company (out) of a lot of money. 

1 bill /'bil/ noun, pi bills [count] 

1 : a document that says how much money you owe for 
something you have bought or used ■ He paid the telephone 
bill. ■ Did our water bill arrive yet? ■ I’ve been having a hard 
time paying the bills since I lost my job. [=paying what I owe 
for housing, heat, electricity, etc.] ■ The waiter gave us our 
bill. ■ I can’t pay for it now: just put it on my bill. [=add the 
amount I now owe to what I already owe and I will pay the 
total amount later] — compare bill OF SALE 

2 : a written description of a new law that is being suggested 
and that the lawmakers of a country, state, etc., must vote to 
accept before it becomes law ■ They will introduce an anti¬ 
smoking bill in Congress. ■ The Senate passed/rejected the 
bill. ■ How does a bill become a law?; also : such a bill after it 
has become a law ■ the GI bill — see also bill of rights 

3 chiefly US : a piece of paper money 1 He handed me a 
5-dollar bill. ■ bills and coins — called also (Brit) note 

4 : a written or printed advertisement that is used to an¬ 
nounce a play, movie, or concert to the public and to list the 
names of the performers ■ Who is on the bill ? [=who is per¬ 
forming?] ■ a double bill [-a concert that has two parts] fea¬ 
turing two of the world’s best jazz trumpeters ■ The notice 
on the wall said “ Post No Bills." [=do not put any advertise¬ 
ments on the wall] 

fill the bill or fit the bill : to be exactly what is needed : to 
be suitable ■ If you want to stay near the beach, this hotel 
will fit the bill, 
foot the bill see 2 foot 

give (someone or something) a clean bill of health : to 

officially say that someone is healthy or that something is 
working correctly ■ The doctor gave him a clean bill of 
health. • The governor gives the program a clean bill of 
health. 

— compare 3 BILL 

2 bHI verb bills; billed; billing [+ obj ] 

T”: to send a bill to (someone or something) : to provide (a 
person, business, organization, etc.) with a statement that 
says how much money is owed for something that has been 
bought or used ■ They billed me for the repairs they made to 
the roof. ■ The company was billed for the deliveries. 

2 : to describe (someone or something) as a particular thing 
so that people will like or want that person or thing — usual¬ 
ly used as (be) billed ■ The city is being billed [= advertised] as 
one of the best places to live in the state. ■ She was billed as 
the next big movie star. — see also BILLING 

3 : to officially say that someone is going to do something — 


usually used as (be) billed ■ Both writers are billed to appear 
at the conference. 

— compare 4 bill 
3 bill noun, pi bills [count] 

1 : a bird’s beak ■ a duck’s bill — see picture at BIRD 

2 US : the part of a cap that sticks out in front : the visor of 
a hat 

— compare 1 bill 

4 bill verb bills; billed; billing 

bill and coo old-fashioned : to kiss and talk quietly ■ A 
young couple sat together in the comer, billing and cooing. 

— compare 2 bill 

bill-board /'bi^boa-d/ noun, pi -boards [count] : a large 
sign for advertisements that is next to a road, on the side of a 
building, etc. — called also (Brit) hoarding 
^il-let /'bilat/ noun, pi -lets [count] : a private home where a 
soldier lives temporarily with the people who live there 
2 billet verb -lets; -let-ed; -let-ing [+ obj] : to put (someone, 
such as a soldier) in a private home to live there temporarily 

— usually used as (be) billeted ■ The soldiers were billeted 
[=quartered', housed] in houses throughout the town. 

bill-fold /'bil,fould/ noun, pi -folds [count] US : a small 
folding case that holds paper money and credit cards : wal¬ 
let 

bil-liards /'bilja*dz/ noun [noncount] : any one of several 
games that are played on a large table by hitting solid balls 
into one another with the end of a long stick The table 
used for some types of billiards has pockets at the comers 
and sides. — compare POOL, SNOOKER 

— bil-liard /'bilja-d/ adj, always used before a noun ■ billiard 
balls ■ a billiard table 

bill-ing /*biht)/ noun [noncount] : the things that are said or 
written to make people interested in a show, perfomer, etc. ■ 
The film didn’t live up to its advance billing. [=it was not as 
good as people said it would be] 4- The person who gets top/ 
star billing for a play, movie, etc., is the most important or 
famous performer whose name is shown above the names of 
other performers in signs and advertisements. ■ She’ll get top 
billing on her next film. ■ Both of the actors want star billing. 
bil-lion /'biljan/ noun, pi billion or biMions [count] 

1 : the number 1,000,000,000 : one thousand million ■ 
a/one/two billion (of them) ■ a hundred billion =100 billion • 
several billion (of them) = (less commonly) several billions 
(of them) ■ hundreds of billions (of them) ■ a billion and one 
[=1,000,000,001] ■ a billion and a half = 1.5 billion 
[= 1,500.000,000] * The company is worth billions. [=worth 
billions of dollars, pounds, euros, etc.] 

Q. : a very large amount or number ■ We could see a billion 
stars in the sky. ■ I’ve heard that excuse a billion times be¬ 
fore. [=many, many times before] — often plural ■ We could 
see billions of stars. ■ billions and billions of stars 

3 Brit, old-fashioned : the number 1,000,000,000,000 : tril¬ 
lion 

— biMionth /'biljanG/ adj ■ our (one) billionth customer ■ 
This is the billionth time I’ve seen this show. [=I’ve seen this 
show many times] — billionth noun, pi -Months [count] ■ 
one billionth [=one of a billion equal parts] of a second 

bil'lion-aire Abilja'nea 1 / noun, pi -aires [count] : a rich per¬ 
son who has at least a billion dollars, pounds, etc. 
bill of exchange noun, pi bills of exchange [count] 
business : a document that tells a person or business to pay a 
particular amount of money to another person or business 
bill of fare noun, pi bills of fare [count] somewhat formal + 
old-fashioned ; a list of the things that are served at a restau¬ 
rant : MENU ■ The bill of fare includes several soups, 
bill of rights or Bill of Rights noun [singular] : a written 
statement that lists the basic rights of the citizens of a coun¬ 
try ■ Certain freedoms are guaranteed to all Americans by 
the Bill of Rights. [=the first 10 amendments to the U.S. Con¬ 
stitution] 

bill of sale noun, pi bills of sale [count] : a document say¬ 
ing that something has been sold to a new owner ■ Do you 
have the bill of sale for the car? 

1 bil*IOW /*bilou/ noun, pi -lows [count] 

1 : a moving cloud or mass of smoke, steam, etc. ■ Billows of 
smoke poured out of the burning building. ■ billows of fog 

2 literary + old-jashioned : a large wave ■ the rolling billows 
of the sea 

2 billow verb -lows; -lowed; -low-ing [no obj] 

1 : to move as a large cloud or mass ■ Clouds of smoke bil¬ 
lowed (up) from the chimney. 




153 


billy club • biography 


2 : to be pushed outward by air • sails billowing (out) in the 
breeze 

3 literary + old-fashioned : to rise or roll in waves • the billow¬ 
ing ocean 

biMy Club /'bili-/ noun, pi ~ clubs [count] US : night¬ 
stick 

billy goat noun, pi ~ goats [count] : a male goat 

— compare nanny goat 

birri'bo /'bimbou/ noun, pi -bos [count] informal : an attrac¬ 
tive but stupid woman ■ Her husband ran off with some 
bimbo. 

bi*month*ly /bai'niAnOli/ adj 

1 : occurring every two months ■ The group holds bimonthly 
meetings in January, March, May, and so on. 

2 : occurring twice a month : semimonthly • The group 
holds bimonthly meetings on the first and third Tuesday of 
each month. 

- bimonthly adv 

1 bin /'bm/ noun, pi bins [count] 

1 : a box that is used for storing things ■ a storage/laundry 
bin ■ Put the old newspapers in the recycling bin. 

2 chiefly Brit : a can for trash or garbage : dustbin — see 
also BIN LINER, BIN MAN 

2 bin verb bins; binned; bin-ning [+ obf] Brit, informal : to 
put (something) in the trash • binning old newspapers 
bi-na-ry /‘bamari/ adj, technical 

1 : relating to or consisting of two things or parts • binary 
stars 

2 : relating to or involving a method of calculating and of 
representing information especially in computers by using 
the numbers 0 and 1 ■ binary digits/numbers 

1 bind /'bamd/ verb binds; bound /'baund/; bind-ing 

1 [+ obf] : to tie or wrap (something) with rope, string, etc. ■ 
She bound her hair in a ponytail. ■ The machine binds the 
hay into bales. 

2 [+ obf] : to tie the hands or feet of a person to prevent es¬ 
cape or movement ■ He bound the prisoner’s wrists (togeth¬ 
er) with a rope. ■ The captive was bound and gagged. [=tied 
up and stopped from talking with something that covers the 
mouth] — sometimes used figuratively ■ They are bound by 
their own inhibitions. 

3 [no obf] of clothing : to prevent free movement by fitting 
too tightly ■ He doesn’t like to wear clothes that bind. 

4 [+ obf] : to wrap or cover (something) with a bandage ■ The 
doctor bound (up) the injured ankle. 

5 [+ obf] : to make (someone) have to do something because 
of a promise, agreement, etc. • He bound himself with an 
oath. — usually used as (be) bound • By signing here, you 
agree to be bound by the terms of the contract. — see also 
2 binding, 2 bound 5 

6 [+ obf] : to make (something, such as an agreement) cer¬ 
tain • A handshake binds the deal. 

7 [+ obf]: to cause (people) to be joined together closely ■ the 
emotional ties that bind us ■ different groups bound together 
by a common interest 

8 : to cause (something) to form a mass that stays together 
[+ obf] The mayonnaise binds the salad together, [no obf] If 
you leave out the eggs, the dough won’t bind. 

9 technical : to combine with (something) by chemical forc¬ 
es [+ obf] cellulose binds water [no obf] particles that bind 
to/with one another 

10 [+ obf] : to put a special decorative edge on (something, 
such as cloth or carpet) ■ You need to bind the edges so it 
won’t unravel. 

11 [+ obf]: to put a cover or binding on (a book) ■ This book 
was bound by hand. — see also 2 bound 6 

bind over [phrasal verb] bind (someone) over 1 US, law : to 
require (someone) to appear in court ■ He was bound over 
for trial. 2 Brit, law : to warn (someone) that if they break 
the law again they will be punished • The shoplifters were 
simply bound over. 

2 bind noun [singular] 

1 : a difficult situation ■ Can you help me? I seem to have 
gotten myself into a (bit of a) bind. 

2 Brit : an annoying problem : nuisance • It’s a real bind 
having to meet all these deadlines. 

bind-er /'bainda 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a cover for holding together sheets of paper • a loose-leaf 
binder — see also ring binder 

2 ; a material that is used to hold things together • The egg in 
the recipe acts as a binder. 

3 : a person or machine that puts books together 


4 US : a temporary insurance contract that provides cover¬ 
age until a policy is issued 

5 US : a payment given to make an agreement official and 
legal • She gave the lawyer 1,000 dollars as a binder when she 
signed the agreement to buy the house. 

1 binding /'bamdig/ noun, pi -ings 

1 [count] : the cover of a book ■ a leather binding 

2 : a narrow strip of cloth attached along the edge of some¬ 
thing [noncount] a carpet edged with canvas binding 
[count] The bindings have started to come loose. 

3 : a device that attaches a boot to a ski 

2 binding ad) - forcing or requiring someone to do something 
because of a promise, agreement, etc. ■ The contract is legal¬ 
ly binding. • The parties agreed to settle the dispute through 
binding arbitration. 

1 binge /'bmcfe/ noun, pi bing-es [count] : a short period of 
time when you do too much of something • a drinking/shop¬ 
ping binge — often used in the phrase go on a binge • He 
went on an eating binge. [=he ate a lot in a short period of 
time] — often used before another noun * binge drinking 
2 binge verb binges; binged; binge.ing or bing.ing [no 
obf] : to eat, drink, etc., too much in a short period of time 
: to go on a binge — often + on • He binges on beer now and 
then. 

binge and purge : to eat a lot of food and then force your¬ 
self to vomit so that you do not gain weight ■ Her college 
roommate used to binge and purge. 

— bing-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ He’s a bit of a beer binger. 

1 bin-go /'biqgou/ noun [noncount] : a game in which players 
match numbered squares on a card with numbers that are 
called out until someone wins by matching five squares in a 
row ■ She plays bingo twice a week. — often used before an¬ 
other noun • bingo halls/parlors ■ a bingo game 
2 bingo intetj 

1 — used to announce that you have won the game in bingo 

2 — used to announce a successful result that is quick or un¬ 
expected ■ Then, bingo\ The idea hit me. 

3 — used to indicate that another person’s statement is cor¬ 
rect ■ “You mean he lied to us?" “BingoY' [^exactly] 

bin liner noun, pi ~ -ers [count] Brit: a plastic bag used in a 
garbage can 

bin-man /'bmjmsen/ noun, pi -men /-,mcn/ [count] Brit 

: GARBAGEMAN 


bin-OC-U-lar /bai'narkjala-/ adj • involving or designed for 
both eyes • binocular vision ■ a binocular microscope 
bin-OC'U’larS /ba'ncckjala'z/ noun [plu- ___ 
ral] : a device that you hold up to your ( 1 

eyes and look through to see things that 
are far away • a bird in a tree seen through 

bi-no-mi-al /bai'noumijal/ noun, pi -als BSKt BM 
[count] mathematics : an expression con- 1 - ^ 
sisting of two terms connected by a plus | 1 

sign or minus sign ■ the binomial a + b 

— binomial adj ■ binomial expressions 

bio- combining form : relating to life or liv- inocu ars 

ing things ■ biosphere ■ biochemistry 
biO-Chem-iS-try Abajou'kemastri/ noun [noncount] : the 
chemistry of living things • the brain’s biochemistry • advanc¬ 
es in the field of biochemistry • a professor of biochemistry 

— biO'Chernd'Cal /.bajou'kemikal/ adj • biochemical 
changes/processes — bio-chem-ist /,bajou'kcmist/ noun, 
pi -ists [count] 

bio-de-grad-able /.bajoudi'greidabal/ adj • capable of be¬ 
ing slowly destroyed and broken down into very small parts 
by natural processes, bacteria, etc. • biodegradable trash bags 
■ This plastic isn’t biodegradable. 
biO'di*Ver-Si*ty Abajouda'vasati/ noun [noncount] : the ex¬ 
istence of many different kinds of plants and animals in an 
environment • efforts to preserve biodiversity 
bio-feed-back /,bajou'fi:d,b£ek/ noun [noncount] : the 
technique of controlling things in your body (such as heart¬ 
beats or brain waves) with your conscious mind 
bio-graph-i-cal /ibaja'grzefikal/ adj : relating to or telling 
the story of a real person’s life ■ biographical information ■ a 
biographical essay 

bi-og-ra-phy /bai'ccgrafi/ noun, pi -phies [count] : the sto¬ 
ry of a real person’s life written by someone other than that 
person ■ a new biography of Abraham Lincoln — compare 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY 


— bi-og-ra-pher /bai'c^grafo/ noun, pi -ers [count] • Lin- 


biohazard • birdlife 
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coin’s biographers [=people who wrote biographies of Lin¬ 
coln] 

bio-haz-ard /‘bajouihasza-d/ noun, pi -ards [count] : a bio¬ 
logical or chemical substance or situation that is dangerous 
to human beings and the environment ■ The gasoline spill 
created a serious biohazard. 

— bio-haz-ard-ous /ibajou'haezadas/ adj • biohazardous 
materials 

bi-O-log-i-Cal /.baja'laicfeikal/ adj 

1 : of or relating to biology or to life and living things ■ bio¬ 
logical processes • biological research 

2 : related through birth — used to distinguish the parents 
who gave birth to a child from the parents who later adopted 
the child ■ an adopted child who finally found her biological 
mother 

— bi-o-log-i-caMy /,baj3'la:cfeikli/ adv ■ a biologically di¬ 
verse region 

biological clock noun, pi ~ clocks [count] : a system in 
the body that controls the occurrence of natural processes 
(such as waking, sleeping, and aging) — often used to de¬ 
scribe a woman’s desire to have children before she is too old 

■ She felt her biological clock ticking away and wanted to 
have a baby as soon as possible. 

biological control noun, pi ~ -trols 

1 [noncount] : a method of controlling harmful insects, dis¬ 
eases, etc., in an environment (such as a garden or a lawn) by 
using other insects or natural substances ■ She practices bio¬ 
logical control in her gardening. 

2 [count] : an insect or a natural substance that is used to 
control harmful insects, diseases, etc. ■ She uses biological 
controls in her garden. 

biological warfare noun [noncount] : the use of harmful 
living things (such as germs that cause disease) as weapons in 
a war 

biological weapon noun, pi ~ -ons [count] : a harmful 
living thing (such as a germ that causes disease) used as a 
weapon in a war 

bi«0l»0»gy /bai'a.iacfei/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a science that deals with things that are alive (such as 
plants and animals) ■ advances in the field of biology ■ a pro¬ 
fessor of biology 

2 : the plant and animal life of a particular place • the biolo¬ 
gy of the rain forest 

3 : the processes that occur in a living thing ■ human biology 

■ the biology of tumor cells 

— bi-ol-ogist /bai'cr.lscfeist/ noun, pi -gists [count] 
bi-on-ic /bai'a.nik/ adj, of body parts : made stronger or 

more capable by special electronic devices — usually used 
figuratively ■ a pitcher with a bionic arm [=a pitcher who 
throws extremely fast] 

bio-pic /'bajou,pik/ noun, pi -pics [count] informal : a bio¬ 
graphical movie ■ We watched a biopic about Beethoven, 
bi-op-sy /'bai,a:psi/ noun, pi -sies [count] medical : the re¬ 
moval of tissue, cells, or fluids from someone’s body in order 
to check for illness • a skin biopsy 
bio-rhythm /'bajoc^ndam/ noun, pi -rhythms [count] : a 
natural, repeated pattern of changes that occur in the body 
and that affect the way a person feels 
bio-sphere /'baja^fia 1 / noun [singular] : the part of the 
Earth in which life can exist — usually used with the ■ the ef¬ 
fects of pollution on the biosphere 
bio-tech /'bajou,tck/ noun [noncount]: biotechnology 
bio-tech-nol-o-gy /,bajoutek'na:l3cfei/ noun [noncount] 
: the use of living cells, bacteria, etc., to make useful prod¬ 
ucts (such as crops that insects are less likely to destroy or 
new kinds of medicine) 

— bio-tech-no-log-i-cal Abajoi^tekna'laicfcikal/ adj 
bi-par-ti-san /bai'paatezan, Brit ^aijparta'zaen/ adj : relat¬ 
ing to or involving members of two political parties ■ a bipar¬ 
tisan effort/commission ■ The bill has bipartisan support. 

— bi-par-ti-san-ship /bai'paatezanjip, Brit ,baiipa:t3- 
‘zaenj'ip/ noun [noncount] 

bi-ped /'bai,ped/ noun, pi -peds [count]: a 2-footed animal 

■ Human beings are bipeds. — compare quadruped 
bi-plane /'bai,plem/ noun, pi -planes [count] : an old type 

of airplane that has two sets of wings with one placed above 
the other — compare monoplane 
bi-po-lar disorder /bai'poola^-/ noun [noncount] medical 
: MANIC DEPRESSION 

bi-ra-Cial /bai'rei/al/ adj : of, relating to, or involving peo¬ 
ple from two races ■ a biracial coalition ■ a biracial couple; 


also : having parents from two races ■ biracial children 
birch /'ba-tf/ noun, pi birch-es 

1 a [count] : a type of tree that has outer bark which can be 
pulled off easily — called also birch ttee b [noncount] : the 
hard, pale wood of the birch ■ a cabinet made of birch 

2 the birch Brit : the punishment of being hit with a birch 
stick ■ In those days, schoolchildren got the birch when they 
misbehaved. 

bird /'b a-d/ noun, pi birds [count] 
t : an animal that has wings and is covered with feathers ■ A 
large bird flew overhead. • The birds were singing outside our 
window. ■ a flock of birds — see color picture on page C9; 
see also bird of paradise, bird of passage, bird of 

PREY 

2 informal : person ■ He’s a tough old bird. — see also 
RARE BIRD 

3 Brit, informal + sometimes offensive : GIRL ■ We met some 
smashing birds at the pub last night. 

a bird in the hand is worth two in the bush The expres¬ 
sion a bird in the hand is worth two in the bush means that it 
is better to hold onto something you have than to risk los¬ 
ing it by trying to get something better. 

(as) free as a bird see ‘free 
birds of a feather flock together see ‘feather 
for the birds informal : worthless or ridiculous • This town 
is for the birds. 

give (someone) the bird informal 1 or flip (someone) 
the bird US : to make an offensive gesture at someone by 
pointing the middle finger upward while keeping the other 
fingers folded down ■ He flipped them the bird. [=gave them 
the finger] 2 Brit : to loudly shout at, laugh at, or boo 
someone (such as a performer) in order to show disap¬ 
proval ■ The audience gave him the bird, 
kill two birds with one stone see ‘kill 
the birds and the bees informal + humorous : the facts 
about sex that are told to children ■ He dreaded having to 
explain about the birds and the bees [-the facts of life] to his 
son. 

the early bird catches/gets the worm see 2 early 



bird-bath /'ba^basG, Brit 'b3:d,ba:0/ noun, pi -baths 
[count] : a bowl that is filled with water and usually raised 
above the ground in a yard or garden so birds can bathe in it 

— see color picture on page C6 

bird-brain / l ba , d l brem/ noun, pi -brains [count] US, infor¬ 
mal : a stupid person ■ Her brother’s a real birdbrain. 

— bird-brained /'ba^bremd/ adj ■ her birdbrained brother 
bird-cage /'bad,keicfe/ noun, pi -cag-es [count] ; a cage for 

birds 

bird dog noun, pi ~ dogs [count] US : a dog that has been 
trained to help people hunt birds — called also (Brit) gun dog 
bird-er /'ba-da 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : bird-watcher 

— bird-ing /'berdir)/ noun [noncount] • She goes birding 
[-bird-watching] with her friends. 

bird-house /'ba^haus/ noun, pi -hous-es [count]: a small 
covered box that is made as a place for wild birds to nest 
1 bird-ie /‘badi/ noun, pi -ies 

1 [count] : a small bird — used especially by children or 
when speaking to children ■ Look at all the little birdies. 

2 golf: a score of one stroke less than par on a hole [count] I 
made/scored a birdie on the fifth hole, [noncount] I made 
birdie on the fifth hole. — compare bogey, eagle 

3 [count] US : shuttlecock 

2 birdie verb bird-ies; bird-ied; bird-ie-ing [+ obj] : to score 
a birdie on (a hole in golf) ■ She birdied the second hole, 
bird-like /'bad^aik/ adj [more most ~] ; resembling a 
bird ■ a small, birdlike man ■ birdlike features 
bird-life /'bad^aif/ noun [noncount] : the birds that live in a 
particular place ■ The rain forests are rich in birdlife. [=there 
are many birds in the rain forests] 
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bird of paradise noun, pi birds of paradise [count] 

: any one of many brightly colored birds that live in New 
Guinea and in nearby islands 
bird of passage noun, pi birds of passage [count] 

1 : a bird that travels from one location to another when the 
seasons change 

2 literary : a person who wanders to many different places 
throughout life 

bird Of prey noun, pi birds of prey [count] : a bird that 
hunts and eats other animals ■ eagles, hawks, and other birds 
of prey 

bird-seed / , ba’d l si:d/ noun [noncount] : seeds that are used 
for feeding birds 

bird’S—eye /*ba , dz,ai/ adj, always used before a noun : seen 
from high above ■ We had a bird’s-eye view/perspective of 
the city as we flew over it. 

bird-SOng /'bad,sa:r)/ noun [noncount] : the song of a bird 
or of many birds ■ The forest was filled with birdsong. 
bird— watch-er /'bad,wa:tfa7 noun, pi -ers [count] : a per¬ 
son who watches and identifies wild birds — called also 
birder 

— bird—watch-ing /'b»d,wa:tfii)/ noun [noncount] ■ She 
goes bird-watching [=birding] with her friends. 
birth /*baO/ noun, pi births 

1 : the time when a baby comes out from the body of its 
mother [count] He was present at/for the birth of his daugh¬ 
ter. ■ The hospital reported an increase in premature births, 
[noncount] Please indicate your date of birth. ■ the period 
from birth to adolescence ■ a disease that is present at birth • 
She’s Canadian by birth. [=she was bom in Canada] — often 
used before another noun ■ What was the baby’s birth 
weight? 

2 [noncount] : the beginning or origin of something ■ the 
birth of the solar system ■ the birth of the blues ■ We are wit¬ 
nessing the birth of a new era. 

3 [noncount] — used to describe the kind of family a person 
comes from ■ a person of noble/low/humble birth [-ancestry] 
give birth 1 of a mother : produce a baby from the body ■ 

Did she give birth in a hospital or at home? — usually + to • 
He was present when his wife gave birth to his daughter. ■ 
Our cat gave birth to four kittens. 2 : to cause the begin¬ 
ning of something — + to ■ a revolution that gave birth to a 
new nation 

birth canal noun, pi ~ -nals [count] : the part of a mother’s 
body that a baby passes through when it is bom 
birth certificate noun, pi ~ -cates [count] : an official 
document that gives information about a person’s birth 
(such as the person’s name, the names of the parents, and the 
time and place where the birth occurred) 
birth control noun [noncount] : things that are done to 
keep a woman from becoming pregnant ■ modem methods 
of birth control [= contraception] — often used before another 
noun ■ a birth control pill 
birth-day /'bafydei/ noun, pi -days [count] 

1 : the day when someone was bom or the anniversary of 
that day ■ Her birthday is September 30th. ■ Today is his 21st 
birthday. ■ Happy Birthday ! — often used before another 
noun ■ a birthday party/gift 

2 : the day when something began ■ The company just cele¬ 
brated its 50th birthday. 

birthday suit informal + humorous If you are wearing 
your birthday suit, you are naked. ■ We were standing there 
in nothing but our birthday suits. 
birth father noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : the father of a child 
when the child is bom : the natural father of a child who has 
been adopted 

birth-ing /'b^Big/ noun [noncount] : the act of giving birth ■ 
pregnancy and birthing ■ home birthing — often used before 
another noun ■ a birthing room/center ■ the birthing process 
birth-mark /'b^maa'k/ noun, pi -marks [count] : an un¬ 
usual mark that is present on the skin from the time when 
someone is bom 

birth mother noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : the mother of a 
child when the child is bom : a woman who gave birth to a 
child who has been adopted 

birth parent noun, pi ~ -ents [count] : the natural father 
or mother of a child who has been adopted 
birth-place /'ba^pleis/ noun, pi -plac-es [count] : the 
place where someone was bom or where something began ■ 
He visited his grandmother’s birthplace. ■ New Orleans is re¬ 
garded as the birthplace of jazz. 


birth-rate /'ba'Bireit/ noun, pi -rates [count] : a number 
that shows how many babies are bom in a particular place or 
during a particular time ■ nations with high birthrates 
birth-right /'b»B,rait/ noun, pi -rights [count] : a right that 
you have because you were bom into a particular position, 
family, place, etc., or because it is a right of all people ■ the 
freedom that is our birthright 
bis-CUit /'biskat/ noun, pi -cults [count] 

1 US : a small, light roll that is eaten as part of a meal 

2 Brit: cookie 

take the biscuit Brit, informal : to win the prize — used to 
describe something that is extremely surprising, annoying, 
etc. ■ I’ve heard some silly excuses in my time, but this one 
really takes the biscuit\ [=(£/£) takes the cake] 
bi-sect /'bai.sckt/ verb -sects; -sect-ed; -sect-ing [+ obj] 

: to divide (something) into two equal parts ■ Draw a line 
that bisects the angle. ■ The city is bisected by the highway, 
bi-sex-u-al /bai'sekfawal/ adj 

1 : sexually attracted to both men and women ■ bisexual 
people ■ She’s bisexual. — compare heterosexual, ho¬ 
mosexual 

2 : having both male and female sex parts ■ a bisexual plant 

3 : relating to or involving two sexes ■ bisexual reproduction 

— bisexual noun, pi -als [count] ■ He identifies himself as a 
bisexual. — bi-sex-u-al-i-ty /ba^sckfa'weebti/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

bish-op /'bijap/ noun,pi- ops [count] 

1 : an official in some Christian religions who is ranked 
higher than a priest and who is usually in charge of church 
matters in a specific geographical area ■ Roman Catholic 
bishops ■ the Bishop of New York 

2 : a piece in the game of chess that moves across the board 
at an angle — see picture at chess 

bish-op-ric /'bijaprik/ noun, pi -rics [count] 

1 : the area a bishop is in charge of : diocese 

2 : the position of bishop ■ He was elected to the bishopric at 
the turn of the century. 

bis-milth /'bizmaB/ noun [noncount] : a grayish-white me¬ 
tallic element that is used in alloys and drugs 
bi-SOn /'baisq/ noun, pi bi¬ 
son also bi-sons [count] : a 
large, hairy wild animal that 
has a big head and short horns 

— called also (US) buffalo 
bisque /'bisk/ noun, pi 

bisques [count, noncount] : a 
thick, creamy soup ■ lobster 
bisque 

biS-tro /'biistroo/ noun, pi 
-tros [count] : a small restau¬ 
rant or bar ■ a trendy bistro ■ a bistro in Paris that serves veal 
chops and hearty stews 
1 bit /bit/ noun, pi bits 

T [count] : a small piece of something ■ Put all the broken bits 
back together. — often + of • He ate every last/single bit of 
the food. [=he ate all of the food] ■ He ate only a couple of 
tiny little bits of bread and cheese and drank a drop or two of 
wine. • We need to get all the bits of dirt out of the carpet. ■ 
There were broken bits of glass all over the floor. — see also 
BITS AND PIECES (below) 

2 [count] a chiefly Brit : a part of something (such as a 
book, play, etc.) ■ There are some good bits [-parts] near the 
end of the story: one is the bit where the hero and the hero¬ 
ine are nearly separated, b chiefly US : a brief comic per¬ 
formance or joke ■ The comedian did a funny bit about tak¬ 
ing his daughter to the dentist. ■ a corny comedy bit C : a 
very short performance in a movie, play, etc. — usually used 
before another noun ■ a bit part/role ■ bit players 

3 [singular] informal : all the things that are connected to an 
activity, a process, etc. ■ He says he’s tired of his job, tired of 
driving to work every day, the whole bit. [=everything] 

4 [count] Brit : an old coin with a specified small value ■ a 
threepenny bit — see also two bits 

a bit 1 : a little : somewhat or rather ■ I let it bother me a 
bit. [^slightly] - His house is down the street a bit further. ■ 
There’s a bit too much sugar in the dessert, which makes it 
a bit too sweet. ■ I’m feeling a bit better today. ■ It’s a bit 
like driving a car. ■ This one is a bit bigger than that one. ■ 
At first, I was a bit confused. 2 : a small amount or quan¬ 
tity : a little of something ■ They don’t understand much— 
but they do understand a bit. ■ They saved money a bit at a 
time. ■ “How much cake is left?” “Only a (very little) bit." • 
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"How old is your daughter?" “She’s two and a bit." [=she’s 
slightly older than two] — often + of ■ They understand 
only a bit of[=a little of] what is going on. ■ There’s a bit of 
both brown sugar and molasses in these cookies. ■ The job 
may cause you a bit of trouble. ■ His mind’s already made 
up. It won’t do you a bit of good to argue. [=it won’t do you 
any good to argue] 3 a : a short period of time : a while ■ 
Let’s wait a (little/wee) bit longer. ■ Repairs will begin in a 
bit more than a month. ■ He left but came back after a bit. 
[=he came back soon] b : for a short period of time ■ 
Please stay here with me a bit. 

a bit much informal — used to describe a person or thing 
that is regarded as annoying, excessive, or unfair ■ My 
mother thinks he’s funny, but I find him a bit much. m I find 
his constant joking a bit much. • It was a bit much to expect 
us to wait that long. • The hot weather is getting to be a bit 
much. 

a bit of a/an chiefly Brit — used to make a statement or de¬ 
scription less forceful or definite ■ I had a bit cf a shock 
when I saw him. [=1 was somewhat shocked when I saw 
him] ■ He’s a bit of a rascal. [=he’s something of a rascal] ■ 
We had a bit of a laugh about it afterwards. 
a bit of all right Brit, informal : someone or something very 
pleasing; especially : a sexually attractive person ■ His girl¬ 
friend’s a bit of all right, 
a little bit see 3 little 

bit by bit: by small steps or amounts : gradually • The 
situation improved bit by bit. [=little by little ] ■ I got to know 
them bit by bit. 

bits and pieces 1 : small pieces ■ There were broken bits 
and pieces of glass all over the floor. ■ I finished the project 
in bits and pieces [=a little at a time] during my spare time. 
2 or Brit bits and bobs : things or objects of different 
kinds ■ There are just a few bits and pieces of furniture in 
the office. ■ No one knows exactly what happened. All we 
have is a few bits and pieces [-odds and ends] of informa¬ 
tion so far. 

do your bit chiefly Brit : to do your share of a job or task ■ 
We all have to do our bit [-do our part] to help out. 
every bit: in every way ■ The end of the movie was every bit 
[-just] as good as the beginning. • This new project seems 
every bit as ambitious as the first one. ■ He is every bit the 
high-powered businessman. ■ You are every bit as deserving 
as she is. 

not a/one bit or not (in) the least/smallest/slightest/tini¬ 
est bit : not at all ■ It didn't interest me a bit. - It didn't in¬ 
terest me one (single/little) bit. ■ I’m not a bit interested in 
this movie. = I’m not the least bit interested in this movie. ■ 
That joke was not a/one bit funny. [=was not funny at all] ■ 
We weren’t a bit tired. [=we weren’t tired at all] 
not a bit of it Brit, informal — used to say that something 
expected or possible did not happen or is not true • Am I 
tired? Not a bit of it. [=1 am not tired at all] ■ I thought she’d 
be angry, but not a bit of it. [=she wasn’t angry at all] 
quite a bit or chiefly Brit a good/fair bit : a fairly large 
amount : a lot ■ He knows quite a bit [=quite a lot] more 
about it than I do. ■ The wait was quite a bit [= considerably ] 
longer than I thought it would be. ■ She lost the race by 
quite a bit. • We’ve been seeing quite a bit of each other late¬ 
ly. [=we’ve been spending a lot of time together lately] ■ 
She’d already finished a good bit of the work before I re¬ 
turned. ■ There’s still a fair bit (of the cake) left. 
take a bit of doing see doing 

to bits 1 : to pieces : apart ■ The ball hit the window and 
smashed it to bits. ■ The bridge was blown to bits by the ex¬ 
plosion. • ( chiefly Brit ) The pie was falling to bits [-falling 
apart] as I tried to serve it. 2 informal : to a very great de¬ 
gree ■ She was thrilled to bits. [=she was very thrilled] 

— compare 2 bit, 3 bit 
2 bit noun, pi bits [count] 

1 : the part of a tool (such as a drill) that is used for cutting, 
drilling, etc. — see picture at carpentry 

2 : a piece of metal that is put in the mouth of a horse and 
that is part of the device (called a bridle) that is used to con¬ 
trol the horse — see picture at horse 
champing/chomping at the bit : waiting in an impatient 

way to do something • We’ve all been champing at the bit to 
get started on the project. 

get/take the bit between your teeth : to start doing some¬ 
thing in a very enthusiastic and determined way • He can 
be lazy about doing his work, but when he gets the bit be¬ 
tween his teeth there’s no stopping him. 

— compare 1 bit, 3 bit 


3 bit noun, pi bits [count] computers : a single unit of computer 
information that is represented as either 1 or 0 — compare 
byte; see also megabit — compare ‘bit, 2 bit 
4 bit past tense of 1 BITE 
1 bitch /'bitf/ noun, pi bitch*es 

1 [count] : a female dog 

2 [count] informal + offensive : a very bad or unpleasant 
woman : a woman you strongly dislike or hate ■ You stupid 
bitch ! ■ I hate that bitch. 

3 [singular] informal : something that is very difficult or un¬ 
pleasant ■ Divorce is a bitch. ■ That word is a bitch to spell. 

— see also son of a bitch 

2 bitch verb bitches; bitched; bitch-ing [no obj] informal + 
disapproving : to complain about something in a repeated 
and annoying way ■ He bitched constantly about his old car, 
but he doesn’t like his new one either. • Stop bitching at me. 
bitch«in’ /'bitfan/ adj [more most ~] US slang : very good 
or appealing : COOL • a bitchin’ car ■ a bitchin’ band 
bitchy /'bitfi/ adj bitch*i«er; -est [also more most ~] in¬ 
formal : very unpleasant, unfriendly, or rude ■ a bitchy sales¬ 
clerk ■ a bitchy attitude ■ a bitchy comment 

— bitch-i*ly /'bitfali/ adv — bitchd-ness noun [noncount] 
1 bite /'bait/ verb bites; bit /'bit/; bit<ten /'bitn/; bit-ing 

T^aitirj/ 

1 of a person or animal a : to press down on or cut into 
(someone or something) with the teeth [+ obj] He bit the ap¬ 
ple. ■ The hamster bit the child. ■ She bit the cookie in half. ■ 
Some people bite their nails when they feel nervous. — often 
+ off ■ The child bit off a corner of the cracker, [no obj] A 
wild animal may bite if it is frightened. — often + down, into, 
or through • He accidentally bit down on his tongue. • She had 
just bitten into her sandwich when the phone rang. ■ The dog 
bit through its leash and ran off. ■ Go talk to him. He won’t 
bite. [=you should not be afraid to go talk to him] b of an 
insect or snake : to wound (someone) by pushing a stinger, 
fang, etc., into the skin [+ obj] The patient had been bitten 
by a poisonous snake. ■ A mosquito bit me. [no obj] The 
mosquitoes are biting tonight. — sometimes used figurative¬ 
ly ■ He was bitten by the travel bug. [=he became very inter¬ 
ested in or excited about traveling] 

2 [no obj] : to grab and hold something without slipping — 
usually + into ■ The anchor bit into the ocean floor. 

3 [no obj] a of a fish : to take a fishhook and bait into the 
mouth and usually to get caught ■ Are the fish biting today? 
b somewhat informal : to respond to or accept something 
that is being offered Someone gets you to bite by offering 
something you want so that you will do something desired. ■ 
We offered them a great deal, but they wouldn’t bite. [=they 
wouldn’t accept the deal] • "I just heard the juiciest piece of 
gossip!” “OK, I'll bite. [=I’ll ask the question you want me to 
ask] What is it?" 

4 [no obj] chiefly Brit: to have a bad effect ■ With the reces¬ 
sion starting to bite, many government-funded programs 
have had to be eliminated. 

5 [no obj] US slang, impolite : to be extremely bad ■ This 
movie really bites. [=suc/cs, stinks] • “They canceled the con¬ 
cert." “Man, that bitesl ” [=(politely) that’s awful] 

bite back [phrasal verb] informal 1 : to attack or criticize 
someone who has attacked or criticized you ■ Weary of her 
rival’s accusations, the candidate bit back [=hit back, fought 
back] with an aggressive ad campaign. — often + at • She 
bit back at her rival with an aggressive ad campaign. 2 
bite back (something) or bite (something) back : to stop 
yourself from saying (something) ■ I attempted to smile 
sweetly while biting back angry comments. 
bite off more than you can chew informal : to try to do 
too much : to take on more responsibility than you can 
handle ■ I really bit off more than / could chew when I took 
on this project. 

bite someone’s head off informal : to yell at someone or to 
be very critical of someone especially very suddenly and 
without a good reason ■ I asked him one simple question 
and he bit my head off. 

bite the bullet informal : to do something unpleasant or 
painful because it is necessary even though you would like 
to avoid it ■ We need to bite the bullet and make some bud¬ 
get cuts. 

bite the dust informal : to die or stop functioning • My old 
car finally bit the dust and I had to buy a new one. 
bite the hand that feeds you informal : to harm someone 
who has helped or supported you ■ He was reluctant to 
criticize his mentor for fear of biting the hand that fed him. 
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bite your tongue also bite your lip informal : to not speak 
: to stop yourself from saying something that you are 
tempted to say ■ I thought she was acting foolishly, but I bit 
my tongue [=held my tongue ] and didn’t say anything. — of¬ 
ten used as a command ■ “I hope he gets hurt.” “Bite your 
tongue) [=don’t say that] That’s a terrible thing to say!” 
come back to bite you -0- If something that you do comes 
back to bite you, it causes problems for you at a later time. ■ 
Their decision not to invest more money in new equip¬ 
ment may come back to bite them eventually. 
hair of the dog that bit you see hair 
once bitten, twice shy 4- The expression once bitten, twice 
shy means that a person who has failed or been hurt when 
trying to do something is careful or fearful about doing it 
again. 

— bit-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

2 bite noun, pi bites 

TJcount] a : an act of biting ■ He ate the candy bar in three 
quick bites. ■ She gave her lip a gentle bite. • The fisherman 
felt a bite at the end of his line and reeled in a fish, b : the 
way the upper and lower teeth come together • My teenage 
daughter wears a special device at night to correct her bite. 

— see also overbite 

2 a [count] : the amount of food eaten with a bite ■ He took 
several bites (out) of the apple. ■ She didn’t touch/eat a bite. 
[=she didn't eat anything] ■ I can’t eat another bite. [=I’m 
completely full; I no longer feel any hunger] b [singular] in¬ 
formal : a small amount of food : a snack or a small infor¬ 
mal meal ■ We grabbed a quick bite (to eat) before the show. 

■ They’ve gone out for a bite (to eat). 

3 [count]: a wound made by biting ■ Don’t scratch that mos¬ 
quito bite. — see also snakebite 

4 [noncount] : a bad effect: a negative impact ■ Many agen¬ 
cies have been feeling the bite of budget cuts. 

5 [noncount] a : a sharp feeling or taste • We felt the bite of 
the cold wind on our cheeks. ■ The soup has a peppery bite. 
b : a sharp quality in something written, spoken, or per¬ 
formed 4- Something that has bite usually expresses criticism 
in a strong and often clever way. ■ satirical bite ■ the bite of 
his humor 

your bark is worse than your bite see 2 bark 

— see also sound bite 

bite—Size /‘bait,saiz/ also bite-sized /'bait,saizd/ adj 
: small enough to be eaten in one bite ■ bite-size pieces 
bit*ing /'baitirj/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : unpleasantly cold ■ a biting wind ■ biting cold 

2 : having a sharply critical and often clever quality ■ biting 
accusations ■ biting social commentary ■ biting wit 

bit*map /'bit.msep/ noun, pi -maps [count] computers ; an 
image which is stored as an arrangement of bits that repre¬ 
sent each of the small dots that form the image 

— bit-mapped /'bit,maept/ acfj 
bitten past participle o/'bite 

1 bit'ter /'bitay adj [more most ~] <- The form bitterer is al¬ 
most never used to mean “more bitter," but the form bitterest 
is commonly used to mean “most bitter.” 

1 : having a strong and often unpleasant flavor that is the 
opposite of sweet ■ Cocoa beans have a bitter flavor. ■ The 
medicine had a bitter aftertaste. 

2 : causing painful emotions ■ bitter disappointments ■ a bit¬ 
ter defeat : felt or experienced in a strong and unpleasant 
way ■ We were struck by the bitter irony of the situation. ^ A 
bitter pill or a bitter pill to swallow is something that is diffi¬ 
cult or painful to accept. ■ The defeat was a bitter pill for the 
team to swallow. 

3 : angry and unhappy because of unfair treatment ■ His be¬ 
trayal had made her bitter. ■ She was still bitter toward her ex- 
husband. ■ He’s the bitterest man I know. 

4 : feeling or showing a lot of hatred or anger ■ bitter enemies 

■ a bitter argument ■ a bitter reply 

5 : very cold ■ a bitter wind ■ bitter cold 

to/until the bitter end: until the end of something that may 
be very bad, unpleasant, etc. ■ I knew she would stand by 
me to the bitter end. ■ He vowed that he would keep fight¬ 
ing until the bitter end. 

— bit-ter-ly adv ■ We were bitterly disappointed. ■ He com¬ 
plained bitterly about the crowds. ■ bitterly cold — bit-ter- 
ness noun [noncount] 

2 bitter noun, pi -ters 

1 bit-ters [plural] : a bitter alcoholic liquid that is used espe¬ 
cially in mixed drinks ■ The cocktail recipe called for a dash 
of bitters. 


2 Brit: a type of beer that has a slightly bitter flavor [non¬ 
count] a pint of bitter [count] a good selection of bitters 
bittersweet adj [more most ~] 

1 : having both bitter and sweet flavors ■ bittersweet choco¬ 
late 

2 ; combining sadness and happiness ■ a bittersweet story ■ 
bittersweet memories 

bit-ty /'biti/ adj 

1 chiefly US, informal : very small ■ a little bitty [=tiny] room 

2 Brit, infonnal : made up of many small parts that do not 
seem to fit together well • a bitty and uneven book 

bi*valve /'ba^vselv/ noun, pi -valves [count] biology : a sea 
animal that has a shell with two movable parts connected by 
a hinge • clams, mussels, oysters, and other bivalves 

— bivalve adj • Clams and oysters are bivalve mollusks. 
bivouac /'biv3,w2ek/ noun, pi -ouacs [count] : a tempo¬ 
rary camp or shelter 

— bivouac verb -ouacs; -ouacked; -ouack-ing [no obj] ■ 
The climbers bivouacked on a ledge of the cliff. 

1 bi-week-ly /bai'wiikli/ adj 

1 : happening every two weeks ■ The biweekly [-(chiefly Brit) 
fortnightly] sales meeting is scheduled for every other Tues¬ 
day. 

2 : happening twice a week ; semiweekly ■ She attends bi¬ 
weekly classes and studies at the library every Saturday. 

— biweekly adv ■ The class meets biweekly. 

2 biweekly noun, pi -lies [count] : a biweekly publication ; a 
magazine or newspaper that is published every two weeks 
biz /'biz/ noun [singular] informal : BUSINESS ■ the music biz ■ 
She left the farm for a career in show biz. [=show business] 
bi-zai*re /ba'zaa 1 / adj [more —; most ~J : very unusual or 
strange ■ His behavior was bizarre. ■ I just heard the most bi¬ 
zarre story. ■ She wore a bizarre outfit. 

— bi-zarre-ly adv — bi-zarre-ness noun [noncount] 
blab /'blaeb/ verb blabs; blabbed; blab«bing informal 

1 : to say something that was supposed to be kept secret [+ 
obj] Don’t tell Mary. She’ll blab it all over town, [no obj] 
“How did she find out about the surprise party?" ‘Tom 
blabbed .” 

2 [no obj] : to talk too much ■ He kept blabbing on and on 
about politics. 

blab*ber*mouth /'bl 2 eb^,mau 0 / noun, pi -mouths [count] 
informal : someone who reveals secrets or talks too much 
1 black /'blsek/ adj black«er; -est 

1 a : having the very dark color of coal or the night sky ■ 
black ink ■ a black dress b : very dark because there is no 
light ■ a black night 

2 or Black : of or relating to a race of people who have dark 
skin and who come originally from Africa ■ black people ■ 
black culture In the U.S., the term African-American is of¬ 
ten preferred over black when referring to Americans of Af¬ 
rican descent. 

3 : very dirty ■ His hand were black with grime. 

4 : served without cream or milk ■ black coffee 

5 literary : evil or wicked ■ a black deed — see also black 

ART, BLACK MAGIC 

6 a : very sad or hopeless : bleak ■ The outlook was black. ■ 
When they heard the terrible news, they were filled with 
black despair, b : very tragic or unhappy ■ That was a black 
day in our country’s history. 

7 : marked by anger or hatred ■ A black [=very angry] look 
darkened his face. ■ black resentment • a black mood 

8 — used to describe humor that deals with subjects which 
are usually regarded as very serious or unpleasant ■ The film 
is a black comedy set in a funeral home. ■ black humor 

— black-ly adv ■ a blackly funny/comic/humorous movie 
— black-ness noun [noncount] ■ the blackness of the night 

2 black noun, pi blacks 

1 ; the dark color of coal or the night sky [noncount] The 
wall was painted in black. ■ the black of night [count] a mix¬ 
ture of grays and blacks — see color picture on page Cl 

2 [noncount] : black clothing ■ She was dressed in black. 

3 [count] : a person belonging to a race of people who have 
dark skin : a black person The singular form black in this 
sense is rarely used and is often considered offensive. It 
should be avoided. The plural form blacks is commonly used 
to refer to black people as a group or community. ■ His poli¬ 
cies are supported by both blacks and whites. 

in the black : making a profit ■ The company is finally in the 
black. [=the company is profitable] — compare in the red 
at 2 red 

3 black verb blacks; blacked; black-ing [+ obj] 


black-and-blue • black mark 
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1 old-fashioned + literary : to make (something) black ■ He 
blacked his boots with polish. 

2 Brit : to refuse to work for or with (a business, employer, 
etc.) or to buy (goods, services, etc.) • Labor union members 
have blacked the company. 

black out [phrasal verb ] 1 : to suddenly become uncon¬ 
scious ■ What’s the last thing you remember before you 
blacked out ? [=passed out, fainted] 2 black (something) 
out or black out (something) a : to cover (something writ¬ 
ten) with a black or dark mark so that it cannot be read • 
Someone had blacked out certain sections of the newspa¬ 
per. b : to cause (a place) to become dark ■ They blacked 
out the stage by turning off all the lights. C : to prevent 
the broadcast of (a televised sports event) — usually used 
as (be) blacked out ■ Last night’s game was blacked out in 
this area, so I couldn’t watch it. — see also blackout 
black—and—blue ^blaekan'blu:/ adj : having dark marks 
(called bruises) on your skin because of being hit or injured ■ 
He beat me black-and-blue. [=he beat me until I was covered 
with bruises] ■ She had black-and-blue marks [=dark bruises] 
all over her legs. 

black-and-white /.blaekan'wait/ adj 


1 : partly black and partly white in color ■ a black-and-white 
dog 

2 : having, showing, or producing pictures that do not have 
colors except for black, white, and shades of gray ■ She loves 
to watch old black-and-white movies. ■ black-and-white wed¬ 
ding photos ■ a black-and-white television set ■ Did you put 
color or black-and-white film in the camera? 

3 : involving a simple choice between things that are clearly 
opposite and especially between good and bad or right and 
wrong ■ You are oversimplifying things if you only look at 
the situation in black-and-white terms. ■ The truth is not al¬ 
ways black-and-white. 

black and white noun 

in black and white 1 : in written or printed form ■ I want 
to see it in black and white. 2 : in a way that involves a 
simple choice between two opposite things (such as good 
and bad or right and wrong) ■ She sees everything in black 
and white. 3 : using equipment that produces only black- 
and-white pictures ■ a movie filmed in black and white. 
black art noun, pi ~~ arts [count] : a skill or ability that 
seems mysterious or magical — often used humorously ■ 
She’s trying to master the black art of setting up a computer 
network. 

the black arts : black magic - She practices the black arts. 
black-ball /'blaek,ba:l/ verb -balls; -balled; -ball-ing [+ 

obj] : to prevent (someone) from joining a group, club, etc., 
by voting against him or her — often used as (be) blackballed 
■ He was blackballed by the fraternity, 
black bear noun, pi ~ bears [count] : a North American 
bear that usually has black fur — see picture at bear 
black belt noun, pi ~ belts [count] : an expert in a martial 
art such as karate or tae kwon do ■ She is a karate black belt.-, 
also : the rank of such an expert ■ He has a black belt in judo, 
black-ber-ry /'blaek,beri/ noun, pi -ries [count] : a black or 
dark purple berry that is sweet and juicy; also : the plant that 
blackberries grow on — see color picture on page C5 
black-bird / l blaek,ba , d/ noun, pi -birds [count] 

1 : any one of several American birds with males that are 
mostly black 

2 : a common European bird with males that have black 
feathers and an orange bill 

black-board 

/'blaek,bo a-d/ noun, 

-boards [count] : a 
smooth, dark surface that 
is used for writing on with 
chalk in a classroom — 
called also ( chiefly US) 
chalkboard 
black box noun, pi - 

boxes [count] : a device used in an airplane to record flight 
information (such as altitude or airspeed) or the voices of 
the pilots and crew ■ The black boxes were recovered from 
the crash site and provided useful information about the 
cause of the crash. 
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black death noun 

the black death or the Black Death : a deadly disease 
(called bubonic plague) that spread through Asia and Eu¬ 
rope in the 14th century 

black-en /'blaekan/ verb -ens; -ened; -en-ing 


1 : to make something dark or black or to become dark or 
black [+ obj] Fire had blackened the field, [no obj] The sky 
blackened as the storm approached. 

2 [+ obj]: to hurt the reputation of (someone or something) ■ 
Their false accusations failed to blacken my reputation/ 
name/character. ■ a presidency blackened by scandal 

black-ened /'blaekand/ adj, of food : coated with a mixture 
of hot spices and fried over very high heat • blackened tuna 
black eye noun, pi ~ eyes [count] : a dark area of skin 
around the eye caused by being hit hard • He gave me a black 
eye. [=he punched me in the eye causing a dark bruise] — of¬ 
ten used figuratively ■ The scandal gave the team a black eye. 
[=the scandal caused people to think badly of the team] 
black-eyed pea /'blaek,aid-/ noun, pi ~ peas [count] 
chiefly US : a type of small, light bean that has a dark spot on 
it — called also ( chiefly Brit ) black-eyed bean, (< chiefly US) 
cowpea 

black-eyed Su-san /'blask^id'su’.zan/ noun, pi ~ -sans 
[count]: a North American flower with yellow or orange pet¬ 
als and a dark center 

black-fly /'blaektAai/ noun, pi -flies or -fly [count] : a small 
fly that bites 

black gold noun [noncount] informal : petroleum, oil ■ 
After months of drilling, they finally hit/struck black gold. 
black-guard /"blasgad/ noun, pi -guards [count] old- 
fashioned + literary : a rude or dishonest man : a man who 
deserves to be hated ■ a cowardly blackguard 
black-head /'bl£ek,hed/ noun, pi -heads [count] : a small, 
inflamed area on the skin with a dark spot in the middle 
black hole noun, pi ~ holes [count] : an invisible area in 
outer space with gravity so strong that light cannot get out of 
it — often used figuratively ■ The project turned out to be a 
financial black hole. [=something that constantly uses up a 
large amount of money without producing a good result] 
black ice noun [noncount] : a thin layer of ice on a paved 
road that is very difficult to see ■ Drivers should beware of 
black ice. 

black-jack /'blaek,cteaek/ noun, pi -jacks 

1 [noncount] : a card game in which the players try to get a 
score that is higher than that of the dealer but less than or 
equal to 21 — often used before another noun ■ a blackjack 
table [=a table at which blackjack is played in a casino] — 
called also (US) twenty-one 

2 [count]: a small leather-covered metal club used as a hand 
weapon 

black-leg /'blaek,leg/ noun, pi -legs [count] Brit, disapprov¬ 
ing : a person who works while other employees are on 
strike : scab 

1 black-list /'blaek,list/ noun, pi -lists [count] : a list of peo¬ 
ple, organizations, etc., that are disapproved of or that are to 
be punished or avoided ■ He’s on the FBI’s blacklist. ■ The 
rental company has created a blacklist of bad drivers. 

blacklist verb -lists; -list-ed; -list-ing [+ obj] : to say that a 
person, company, etc., should be avoided or not allowed to 
do something : to place (someone or something) on a black¬ 
list — often used as (be) blacklisted • In the 1950s, many Hol¬ 
lywood film actors were blacklisted for their political be¬ 
liefs. 

black magic noun [ noncount] : magic that is associated 
with the devil or with evil spirits : evil magic ■ He wore a spe¬ 
cial necklace to protect against black magic. 

1 black-mail /'blaek,meil/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the crime of threatening to tell secret information about 
someone unless the person being threatened gives you mon¬ 
ey or does what you want ■ She was a victim of blackmail. — 
sometimes used figuratively ■ He used emotional blackmail 
to get what he wanted from her. [=he unfairly made her feel 
guilty or upset to get what he wanted] 

2 : something (such as money) that is received through 
blackmail ■ The servant extorted blackmail from her em¬ 
ployer. 

2 blackmail verb -mails; -mailed; -mail.ing [+ obj\ : to use 
blackmail against (someone) ■ The old man was being black¬ 
mailed by his nephew. 

— black-mail-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

Black Ma-ria /-ma'raja/ noun, pi ~ Ma-rias [count] Brit, 
old-fashioned : patrol wagon 
black mark noun, pi ~~ marks [count] : something that 
makes something else less perfect or less appealing ■ The sus¬ 
pension was a black mark on her record. ■ His habitual tardi¬ 
ness was a black mark against him. 
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black market noun, pi ~ -kets [count] : a system through 
which things are bought and sold illegally ■ The black market 
in prescription drugs is thriving. ■ They unloaded the stolen 
goods on the black market. 

- black marketeer noun, pi ~ -teers [count] 
black-OUt /‘black,aut/ noun, pi -outs [count] 

1 : a period when lights are kept off or are hidden from view 
to guard against enemy airplane attack in a war ■ the black¬ 
outs of World War II 

2 : a period when lights are off because of an electrical pow¬ 
er failure ■ She keeps flashlights and candles handy in case of 
a blackout. — compare brownout 

3 : a sudden and temporary loss of consciousness, vision, or 
memory ■ He told his doctor he had been experiencing 
blackouts. 

4 : a situation in which some kinds of information are delib¬ 
erately kept from the public ■ The government imposed a 
news blackout during the war. 

— see also black out at 3 black 

black pepper noun [noncount] : a food seasoning that is 
made by grinding the dried berries of an Indian plant along 
with their hard, black covers — compare white pepper 
black power or Black Power noun [noncount] : the use 
of political and economic power by African-Americans espe¬ 
cially as part of a social movement to promote equality and 
racial justice in the 1960s — often used before another noun 
■ the Black Power movement of the 1960s 
black pudding noun, pi ~ -dings [count, noncount\ Brit 

: BLOOD SAUSAGE 

black sheep noun, pi ~ sheep [count] : someone who 
does not fit in with the rest of a group and is often consid¬ 
ered to be a troublemaker or an embarrassment ■ She was 
the black sheep of the family. 

black-smith /‘bl£ek,smi0/ noun, pi -smiths [count] : a per¬ 
son who makes or repairs things made of iron (such as horse¬ 
shoes) 

black Spot noun, pi ■—' spots [count] Brit : a dangerous 
place or a place where a particular problem or difficulty is 
very common ■ The intersection is a notorious (accident) 
black spot. 

black—tie adj — used to describe a formal social event at 
which men wear black ties and tuxedos and women wear 
formal dresses ■ a black-tie dinner — compare white-tie 
black-top /‘blzek,ta:p/ noun [noncount] chiefly US 

1 : black material that is used for making roads ■ road crews 
laying down blacktop 

2 : a surface that is covered with blacktop ■ cars lining the 
blacktop 

black widow noun, pi ~ -ows [count ]: a poisonous Amer¬ 
ican spider The female black widow often kills and eats 
the male after they have mated. — called also black widow 
spider 

blad-der /‘blzeda 4 / noun, pi -ders [count] 

1 : the organ in the body that holds urine after it passes 
through the kidneys and before it leaves the body — see pic¬ 
ture at human; see also gallbladder 

2 : a soft bag (such as the rubber bag inside a football) that is 
filled with water or air 

blade /‘bleid/ noun, pi blades [count] 

1 : the flat sharp part of a weapon or tool that is used for 
cutting ■ a knife blade ■ the blade of an ax — see picture at 
carpentry; see also razor blade, switchblade 

2 ; one of the flat spinning parts that are used on some ma¬ 
chines to push air or water ■ a propeller blade 

3 : the wide flat part of an oar or paddle 

4 : the sharp metal piece on the bottom of an ice skate 

— see picture at skate 

5 : a single piece of grass or a similar plant * a blade of grass 

6 literary a : sword 1 ■ an opponent worthy of my blade 
b : swordsman ■ the best blade in the land 

- see also shoulder blade 

1 blah /‘bla:/ adj [more most ~] chiefly US, informal 

1 : not interesting or unusual : dull or boring ■ The hotel 
room was totally blah. ■ a blah winter day 

2 ; without energy or enthusiasm ■ She sat on the couch all 
day watching television and feeling blah. 

2 blah noun, pi blahs informal 

1 the blahs chiefly US : a feeling of being bored, tired, etc. * 
She had a bad case of the blahs. 

2 [noncount] : silly or meaningless talk Blah is usually re¬ 
peated to suggest that what someone is saying is unimpor¬ 
tant or boring. ■ He got tired of hearing his mother tell him 


to brush his teeth, clean his room, blah, blah, blah. 

1 blame /'blenn/ verb blames; blamed; blam-ing [+ obj] 

: to say or think that a person or thing is responsible for 
something bad that has happened • Don’t blame me. You are 
responsible for your own problems. ■ Don’t blame me for 
your problems. = Don’t blame your problems on me. ■ The 
company blames the poor economy for its financial losses. = 
The company blames its financial losses on the poor econo¬ 
my. ■ My father always blames everything on me. ■ I blame 
the poor harvest on the weather. 
blame the messenger see messenger 
have yourself to blame If you have only yourself to 
blame or have no one to blame but yourself, then some¬ 
thing is your fault and nobody else’s. ■ She has only herself 
to blame for her money problems. 
not blame If you say that you wouldn’t/don’t/can’t blame 
someone or can hardly blame someone, you think that 
person has a good reason for doing something. ■ After the 
way he treated you, I wouldn’t blame you [=1 would com¬ 
pletely understand! if you never spoke to him again. ■ You 
can hardly blame her for being angry. 
to blame : responsible for something bad : deserving to be 
blamed for something. ■ Who’s to blame for these prob¬ 
lems? ■ He says he’s not to blame for the delays. [=he did 
not cause the delays! • Poor communication is at least part¬ 
ly to blame. [=at fault] 

2 blame noun [noncount] : responsibility for something that 
fails or is wrong ■ It’s not entirely his fault, but he’s not com¬ 
pletely free of blame , either. ■ He deserves blame (=deserves 
to be blamed] for his careless behavior. — usually used with 
the ■ The blame lies with me. [=1 am at fault; I am to blame] • 
It’s not fair—she gets the credit when things go well, and I 
get the blame when they fail. ■ Don’t try to put/lay/pin the 
blame for your problems on me. ■ The coach took the blame 
for the defeat. [=the coach said he was responsible for the de¬ 
feat] — see also the finger of blame at ‘finger 
blame-less /'bleimlas/ ad) [more most ~]: not responsi¬ 

ble for a problem, bad situation, etc. : free from blame or 
fault ■ The school is not blameless for the children’s poor 
skills. ■ An investigation showed that police were blameless 
in the man’s death. ■ a blameless [=innocent] life 

- blame-less-ly adv 

blame-WOr-thy /‘bleim,wa-5i/ adj [more most ~] formal 
: deserving blame : bad or wrong ■ His conduct was judged 
(to be) blameworthy. ■ Their failure to adequately inform 
participants of the risks was morally/ethically blameworthy. 
blanch /'blzentf, Brit 'blaintf/ verb blanch-es; blanched; 
blanch-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to put (food items) in boiling water or steam for a 
short time ■ Blanch the potatoes before slicing them. ■ a cup 
of blanched almonds 

2 [no obj] : to suddenly have less color in your face because 
you are afraid, embarrassed, etc. ■ She blanched and re¬ 
mained silent when the store owner accused her of taking 
the money. — often used figuratively ■ Military leaders 
blanched at the thought of being asked to accept further 
funding cuts. (=they reacted in a way that showed they did 
not want to accept further cuts] 

blanche see carte blanche 

blanc-mange /bla'maincfe/ noun [count, noncount] Brit : a 
cold, sweet dessert that looks like jelly formed into a shape 
bland /'blaend/ adj bland-er; -est 

1 : not interesting or exciting • a bland [=dull, boring] film ■ 
bland [=uninteresting] architecture 

2 : lacking strong flavor ■ The vegetable soup was rather 
bland. ■ a bland diet = a diet of bland foods [=foods that are 
not spicy] 

3 : showing no emotion, concern, etc. ■ a bland expression/ 
face ■ The diplomat’s bland statement did nothing to calm 
the situation. 

— bland-ly adv — bland-ness noun [noncount] ■ the bland¬ 
ness of the film/food 

blan-dish-mentS /'blsendi/mants/ noun [plural] formal 
: nice things that you say or do to convince someone to do 
something ■ He found it hard to resist her blandishments and 
almost always ended up doing as she wished. 

1 blank /'blajqk/ adj blank-er; -est 

1 a : without any writing, marks, or pictures ■ a blank sheet 
of paper ■ Leave that line blank. [=don’t write on that line] ■ a 
book with blank pages ■ a blank wall — see also blank 
slate b : having empty spaces to be filled in with informa¬ 
tion : not yet written in or filled out ■ a blank passport appli- 
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cation/form ■ Sign your name on the blank line. [=a line that 
marks a place where you should write something] — see also 
BLANK CHECK 

2 : without any recorded sound or information ■ a blank 
tape/disk/CD 

3 : not showing any emotion ■ She gave me a blank look 
[=did not show any emotion or response] when I asked her 
where she had been. ■ a blank expression/stare 

4 always used before a noun : stated in a very direct and cer¬ 
tain way • I was surprised by her blank refusal to loan me the 
money. ■ a blank [=(more commonly)./fof] denial — see also 
POINT-BLANK 

go blank 1 : to suddenly stop showing letters, images, etc. ■ 
The screen on my computer went blank. 2 If your mind 
goes blank, you are unable to remember or think of some¬ 
thing. ■ My mind went blank when I heard the question. 

— blank-ly adv ■ She stared at him blankly. [=without any 
expression; her face showed no emotion] — blank-ness 
noun [noncount] • the wall’s blankness = the blankness of 
the wall 

2 blank noun, pi blanks 

1 [count] : an empty space on a document where you put in¬ 
formation ■ The form has sl blank for your signature. ■ Please 
fill in the blanks. [=put information in the blank spaces] — 
sometimes used figuratively ■ At the end of the movie, the 
narrator goes back and fills in (all) the blanks. [=the narrator 
provides missing information about the movie’s plot] 

2 [ singular ] : a period of time that you cannot remember 
anything about ■ He says that the first hour after the accident 
is a complete blank. [=he cannot remember anything that 
happened for an hour after the accident] If your mind is/ 
draws a blank or if you draw a blank, you are unable to re¬ 
member or think of something. ■ I should know the answer, 
but my mind's a blank. ■ I drew a blank when I tried to re¬ 
member his name. 

3 [count] : a gun cartridge that is filled with powder but that 
does not contain a bullet ■ The actors are shooting/firing 
blanks. 

3 blank verb blanks; blanked; blanking [+ obf 

1 US : to keep (the opposing team) from scoring ■ The goalie 
blanked the Falcons for two periods in the hockey game. 

2 Brit slang : to behave in an unfriendly way toward (some¬ 
one you have been friendly with in the past) : to ignore or 
refuse to talk to (someone) ■ His former friends blanked 
[=cut, snubbed] him in the street after the scandal. 

blank out [phrasal verb ] blank out (something) or blank 
(something) out 1 : to completely hide or cover (some¬ 
thing) ■ They blanked out [-blacked out] parts of the docu¬ 
ment before making it public. 2 a : to cause (something) 
to be forgotten ■ The injury blanked out parts of his memo¬ 
ry. b : to completely forget (something) ■ She has blanked 
out [= blocked out] what happened that night, 
blank check ( US) or Brit blank cheque noun, pi ~ 
checks [count] 

1 : a signed check that does not have the amount of money 
written on it yet 

2 informal : complete control or freedom — often used in 
the phrase give/hand (someone) a blank check ■ The director 
had a lot of creative freedom on this project; the film’s back¬ 
ers essentially handed him a blank check. [=let him direct the 
film exactly the way he wanted to] 

1 blan-ket /'blaerjkat/ noun, pi -kets [count] 

1 : a covering made of cloth that is used especially on a bed 
to keep you warm ■ a wool blanket • It’s going to get cold to¬ 
night so you may need extra blankets. ■ an electric blanket 
[=a blanket warmed by electricity] ■ a beach blanket [=a 
blanket you sit on at the beach] — see picture at BED; see 
also SECURITY BLANKET 

2 a : a mass of something that covers an area ■ a blanket of 
snow/fog/ice ■ a blanket of flowers/grass b : a general mood 

— usually singular ■ A blanket of gloom spread over the 
crowd when they realized their team would lose. 

— see also wet blanket 

2 blanket verb -kets; -ket*ed; -ket-ing [+ obf] : to cover 
(something) ■ Ice was blanketing the bay. ■ The fields were 
blanketed with flowers. ■ Confetti blanketed the sidewalks. 
3 blanket adj, always used before a noun : affecting or apply¬ 
ing to everyone or everything ■ a blanket amnesty for all ille¬ 
gal aliens ■ a blanket ban on use of the chemical ■ The witness 
was given blanket protection from prosecution. [=the witness 
would not be prosecuted for anything] 
blank slate noun, pi ~ slates [count] 


1 : someone or something that is still in an original state and 
that has not yet been changed by people, experiences, etc. ■ 
She viewed her students as blank slates, just waiting to be 
filled with knowledge. 

2 : something that does not show or express anything ■ Her 
expression was a blank slate. [=it did not show any emotion] 

blank verse noun [noncount] : poetry that is not rhymed 
but that has a regular rhythm ■ the blank verse of Shakes¬ 
peare and Milton — compare free verse 
1 blare /'ble<>/ verb blares; blared; blaring : to make a 
loud and usually unpleasant sound [no obf] Rock music 
blared through the store from the loudspeakers. ■ Sirens 
blared all night. — often + out ■ Annoying commercials 
blared out from the television. [+ obf] Loudspeakers blared 
rock music through the store. — often + out • The television 
blared out annoying commercials. 

2 blare noun [singular]: a loud and usually unpleasant noise ■ 
the blare of electric guitars 

blar-ney /'blaa-ni/ noun [noncount] informal : talk that is 
not true but that is nice and somewhat funny and that may 
be used to trick you ■ She was charmed by his blarney. ■ a 
tale with more than a hint of blarney 
bla-se /bla'zei, Brit 'bla:,zei/ adj [more most ~] : having 
or showing a lack of excitement or interest in something es¬ 
pecially because it is very familiar ■ a blase traveler ■ People 
get blase about their hometown. ■ a blase reaction 
blas-pheme /blajs'fiim/ verb -phemes; -phemed; 
-phem-ing/brma/ : to talk about God or religion in a way 
that does not show respect [no obf] He did not curse or blas¬ 
pheme. ■ people who have blasphemed against God [+ obf] 
people who have blasphemed God 

- blas-phem-er noun, pi -ers [count] 
blas-phe-my /'bissfami/ noun, pi -mies 

1 [noncount] : great disrespect shown to God or to some¬ 
thing holy • acts of blasphemy ■ commit blasphemy — often 
used figuratively ■ It’s blasphemy to insult the local team. 

2 [count] : something said or done that is disrespectful to 
God or to something holy ■ She was condemned by the 
church for uttering blasphemies. 

— blas-phe-mous /'blsesfamas/ adj [more most ~] ■ 
blasphemous language ■ Religious leaders declared that the 
book was blasphemous. — blas*phe*mous-ly adv 

1 blast /'blaest, Brit 'blarst/ noun, pi blasts [count] 

1 a : a mass of air that moves very quickly and forcefully ■ 
She opened the door and felt a cold blast. ■ a blast of wind b 
: a mass of water, gas, heat, etc., that moves very quickly and 
forcefully through the air ■ He was hit by a blast of water 
from the hose. ■ a blast of heat 

2 : the loud sound made by a horn or a whistle ■ The driver 
gave a \ongblaston his horn. ■ the blast of the factory whistle 
■ a bugle blast 

3 : a powerful explosion ■ The bomb blast killed eight peo¬ 
ple. ■ a shotgun blast 

4 : a sudden powerful force ■ She got a blast of reality when 
she returned to school in the fall. ■ a blast of criticism 

5 informal : a very enjoyable and exciting experience ■ I had 
a blast at your party. ■ The wedding was a blast. 

blast from the past informal : something that reminds you 
of an earlier time ■ Hearing that old song again was a real 
blast from the past. 

full blast informal : with as much loudness or power as pos¬ 
sible ■ The engines were running (at) full blast. ■ She turned 
up the heat full blast. ■ The stereo was going full blast. 
[=the stereo was very loud] 

2 blast verb blasts; blast-ed; blast-ing 

1 a : to destroy, break apart, or remove (something) with an 
explosive [+ obf] Workers were blasting rock where the new 
highway will go. ■ The rock has been blasted away, [no obf] 
Workers were blasting (away) at the rock, b [+ obf] : to cre¬ 
ate (a space or opening) with explosives ■ The explosion 
blasted a hole in the side of the ship. ■ blast a tunnel 

2 [+ obf] : to strongly criticize (someone or something) espe¬ 
cially in public ■ The mayor was blasted by the local press. ■ 
The judge blasted the lawyers for delaying the trial. ■ Human 
rights groups have blasted the government for its treatment 
of political prisoners. 

3 : to shoot (something or someone) with a weapon [+ obf] 
He blasted his rival with a pistol. ■ A gunship blasted enemy 
headquarters. ■ They blasted the enemy plane out of the sky. 
[no obf] Machine guns were blasting. • The soldiers were 
blasting (away) at the advancing enemy. 

4 [+ obf] : to hit (something or someone) with a mass of wa- 
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ter, air, etc., that is moving forcefully ■ She blasted us with 
water from the hose. ■ They used an air hose to blast dust off 
the machine. 

5 [+ obj] : to hit or kick (something) with great force ■ He 
blasted the puck past the goalie. ■ She blasted the ball over 
the fence for a home run. 

6 : to make a loud and usually unpleasant sound : blare 
[no obj] Their music was blasting all night. ■ The television 
was blasting in the other room. [+ obj] A radio was blasting 
music in the next room. 

blast off [phrasal verb] of a missile, rocket, or spacecraft : to 
leave the ground and begin flight ■ The rocket will blast off 
tomorrow morning. — see also blastoff 

— blast-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ Blasters were hired to re¬ 
move the rock. — blasting noun [noncount] • The actual 
construction of the road will begin after blasting is com¬ 
pleted. 

3 blast interj, informal — used to express anger or annoyance ■ 
Blast if. I forgot my keys! 
blasted adj, informal 

1 always used before a noun : very bad or annoying ■ I hate 
this blasted [-damned] weather. 

2 : very drunk ■ He got totally blasted at the party. 

blast furnace noun, pi — -naces [count] : a large struc¬ 
ture in which rock containing a metal is melted so that the 
metal can be separated from the rock 
blast'Off /'blsestgaf, Brit 'bla:st,Df/ noun, pi -offs [count] 

: the time when a rocket, missile, etc., begins to rise into the 
air : launch ■ ten minutes until blastoff — see also blast off 
at 2 blast 

blatant /'bleitpt/ adj [more —; most —] : very obvious and 
offensive ■ a blatant lie ■ He showed a blatant disregard for 
the safety of other drivers. ■ a blatant [-flagrant] attempt to 
bribe the judge ■ blatant racial discrimination 

— bla-tant-ly adv ■ She had blatantly copied the text from 
another book. ■ a blatantly false statement 

blath-er /'bteefta 1 / noun [noncount] : foolish or dull talk or 
writing that continues for a long time ■ listening to a lot of 
blather from politicians about who’s to blame for the bad 
economy 

— blather verb -ers; -ered; -erring [no obj ] • listening to 
politicians blather (on) about the bad economy — blath- 
er-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 blaze /'bleiz/ noun, pi blazes 

1 [count] somewhat formal : an intense and dangerous fire ■ 
The family escaped the blaze. ■ Two people were injured in a 
restaurant blaze [=a fire in a restaurant] late last night. 

2 [singular] : a very bright area of light or color ■ a shining 
blaze of light ■ a blaze of color in the autumn leaves 

3 [singular] : a sudden appearance or expression of some¬ 
thing : outburst ■ a blaze of fury ■ a blaze of publicity/con¬ 
troversy A blaze of glory is a final important event just be¬ 
fore someone or something is gone or dies. ■ The soldier 
went down in a blaze of glory. [=the soldier died doing some¬ 
thing important and worthy of great respect] 

4 blazes informal + somewhat old-fashioned — used to make 
a statement or question more forceful ■ It’s hot as blazes. 
[=it’s very hot] ■ What in blazes are you doing? ■ (Just) Who 
the blazes do you think you are? ■ How the blazes am I going 
to do that? 

— compare 3 blaze 

2 blaze verb blazes; blazed; blaz-ing [no obj ] 

1 : to bum very brightly and intensely ■ A fire blazed in the 
stove. 

2 a : to shine very brightly ■ The sun blazed down on us. b 
: to be extremely bright or colorful like fire ■ The field was 
blazing [=ablaze] with flowers. C of the eyes : to show anger 
■ His eyes blazed with anger/fury. 

3 : to shoot very quickly and constantly ■ The assassins 
rushed into the crowd, with their guns blazing. — often + 
away ■ The shooter was still blazing away with an automatic 
rifle. 

4 : to move very quickly ■ A comet blazed across the sky. ■ 
He blazed past the other runners. ■ The team blazed through 
the tournament. [=they easily defeated every opponent] 

— compare 4 blaze 
3 blaze noun, pi blazes [count] 

1 : a stripe of white fur on the center of an animal’s face ■ a 
horse with a white blaze 

2 : a mark made on a tree to show a trail ■ The trail was 
marked with yellow blazes. 

— compare ‘blaze 


4 blaze verb blazes; blazed; blazing 

blaze a trail 1 : to show a trail with marks on trees ■ We 
followed a trail that others had blazed. 2 ; to be the first 
one to do something and to show others how to do it ■ The 
company blazed a trail with the first small computers. ■ She 
blazed a trail for other women in politics. — see also 

TRAILBLAZER 

— compare 2 blaze 

blaz-er /'bleiza 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a jacket that is worn 
over a shirt and that looks like a suit jacket but is not part of 
a suit ■ He wore a blue blazer and khaki pants. ■ a wool skirt 
and matching blazer 

blazing adi [more most ~] : very hot, fast, or powerful ■ 
the blazing heat/sun ■ She runs with blazing speed. 

— blazring-ly adv • blazingly hot/fast 

bla-zon /'bleizij/ verb -zons; -zoned; -zoning [+ obj] 
: emblazon — usually used as (be) blazoned ■ T-shirts bla¬ 
zoned with the team’s name [=T-shirts that have the team’s 
name clearly printed on them] 
bldg. abbr building 

bleach /'bli tf/ verb bleach-es; bleached; bleach-ing [+ 

obj] : to remove color or dirt and stains from (hair, clothing, 
etc.) especially through the effect of sunlight or by using 
chemicals : to make (something) whiter or lighter in color ■ 
Those pants will look nicer if you bleach them. [=use bleach 
to make them cleaner and whiter] ■ bones bleached white by/ 
in the sun • She bleached her hair blonde. 

2 bleach noun [noncount] : a strong chemical that is used to 
make something clean or white 
bleach-ers /'bli:tfa , z/ noun [plural] US : a set of benches ar¬ 
ranged like steps for people to sit on while they are watching 
a sporting event or performance ■ stadium bleachers — usu¬ 
ally used with the • The ball bounced into the bleachers. ■ We 
cheered from our seats in the bleachers. 

— bleach-er /'bliitfa 1 / adj, always used before a noun ■ We 
cheered from our bleacher seats. 

bleak /'bli:k/ adj bleak*er; -est 

1 : not warm, friendly, cheerful, etc. ■ The weather is bleak. 
[=cold, rainy, dark, etc.] • a bleak landscape ■ a bleak [=dis¬ 
mal ] movie about a prison ■ a bleak [-dreary] concrete build¬ 
ing with few windows 

2 : not hopeful or encouraging ■ The future looks bleak. 
[=grim, depressing] ■ Their chances of winning the game were 
bleak. [=it was not likely that they would win the game] ■ a 
bleak economic climate 

— bleak-ly adv ■ He stared bleakly at the rubble. — bleak¬ 
ness noun [noncount] ■ the bleakness of the landscape 

bleary /'bliri/ adj blear-i-er; -est : very tired and unable to 
see clearly ■ She looked at me with bleary eyes. 

— blear-My /'blirali/ adv ■ She looked at me blearily. 

bleary—eyed /'bliri,aid/ adj [more most ~]: having eyes 

that look very tired and watery ■ bleary-eyed travelers 
bleat /'bli:t/ verb bleats; bleat*ed; bleatring 

1 [no obj] : to make the sound that a sheep or goat makes ■ 
The lamb bleated as I approached. 

2 disapproving : to speak or complain in an annoying way 
: whine [+ obj] “But why can’t I go?” she bleated, [no obj] 
The labor union is always bleating about the management. 

— bleat noun, pi bleats [count] ■ the bleat of a lamb 
bleed /'bli:d/ verb bleeds; bled /'bled/; bleedring 

1 [no obj] : to lose or release blood because of a cut, injury, 
etc. ■ She was bleeding from the/her face and hands. ■ Her lip 
is bleeding. ■ The man almost bled to death. [=almost died be¬ 
cause he lost too much blood] 

2 [+ obj ]: to remove blood from (a person) as part of a med¬ 
ical procedure that was done in past times ■ Doctors used to 
bleed their patients in an effort to cure them. 

3 1+ obj] : to remove air or liquid from something ■ We bled 
air from the tank. ■ You’ll need to bleed the car’s brake lines. 

4 [no obj] a of dye, ink, paint, etc. : to spread from one area 
into another ■ The shirt’s colors might bleed [=run] if you 
wash it in hot water, b : to gradually spread into or become 
something else — usually + into ■ Her professional life had 
begun to bleed [=seep] into her personal life. ■ Reality bleeds 
[-blends] into fantasy as the story goes along. 

5 [+ obj] informal : to take a lot of money from (someone) 
over a period of time ■ He complained that his ex-wife was 
bleeding him of all his money. ■ Many businesses complain 
that the new taxes are bleeding them dry. [=are taking all 
their money] • The country has been bled white by a greedy 
dictator. [=all the country’s money and resources have been 
used up by a greedy dictator] 
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6 [+ obj] informal : to lose (money) continually ■ The compa¬ 
ny was bleeding a million dollars a day. 
your heart bleeds for see heart 
bleed-er /'bli.d^/ noun, pi -ers [count] Brit, informal 

1 offensive : a person (especially a man) who is very unpleas¬ 
ant ■ Don’t let those bleeders grind you down. 

2 sometimes offensive : a man who you think is lucky, un¬ 
lucky, etc. ■ “I’ve won the lottery.” “You lucky bleeder !” 

1 bleed«ing /'blirdio/ noun [noncount] : the process of losing 
blood ■ She pressed on the wound to stop the bleeding. ■ The 
procedure may cause internal bleeding. [=loss of blood in¬ 
side the body] 

2 bleeding adj, always used before a noun, Brit, informal + of¬ 
fensive — used to make an angry or critical statement more 
forceful ■ Our neighbor is a bleeding idiot. [=our neighbor is 
very stupid] 

bleeding-heart adj, always used before a noun, disapprov¬ 
ing : feeling too much sympathy for people in society who 
you think do not deserve sympathy or help ■ The conserva¬ 
tive press calls him a bleeding-heart liberal. 

1 bleep /'bli:p/ noun, pi bleeps [count] 

1 : a short, high sound made by an electronic device : beep ■ 
the bleep [=beep] of an answering machine 

2 US, infortndl — used in place of an offensive word ■ What 
the bleep was that about?! 

2 bleep verb bleeps; bleeped; bleep-ing 

1 [+ obj] US : to replace (offensive words on radio or televi¬ 
sion) with an electronic sound ■ They bleeped half the words 
in the interview! ■ The radio station bleeped (out) the swear¬ 
words. 

2 [no obj ]: to make a short, high sound : beep ■ The monitor 
bleeped. 

3 [+ obj] Brit: beep 2 ■ The doctor is not in the office today, 
but I can bleep her for you. 

bleep-er /'bliipa 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] Brit : pager 
1 blem*ish /'blcrm// noun, pi -ish-es [count] 

1 : a mark that makes something imperfect or less beautiful 
; an unwanted mark on the surface of something ■ The 
cream is supposed to prevent blemishes on the skin. ■ The ta¬ 
ble had a few scratches and minor blemishes. 

2 : a fact or event that causes people to respect someone or 
something less ■ The book fails to mention any of the organi¬ 
zation’s many blemishes. ■ The incident was/left a blemish on 
his record/reputation. 

2 blemish verb -ishes; -ished; -ish-ing [+ obj] : to make 
(something) imperfect or less beautiful : to hurt or damage 
the good condition of (something) ■ A series of bum marks 
blemish the table’s surface. ■ The incident blemished his rep¬ 
utation. — usually used as (be) blemished • Her face was 
wrinkled and blemished. ■ His reputation was blemished 
[~marred\ by the incident. 

1 blend /'blend/ verb blends; blend-ed; blend-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to mix (things) thoroughly and usually with good 
results ■ Blend the fruit, yogurt, and milk (together). ■ blend 
caramel with chocolate ■ The music blends traditional and 
modem melodies. ■ She blends psychology and crime in her 
new novel. 

2 [no obj] : to exist together as a combination ■ Psychology 
and crime blend (together) in her new novel. • The flavor of 
the sauce blends well with the fruit. [=the sauce and fruit 
taste good together] 

blend in [phrasal verb] 1 : to look like what is around you ■ 
The fish settles on the sandy ocean bottom where it blends 
in perfectly. 2 : to look like you belong with a particular 
group ■ She tried to blend in by dressing like the other girls. 
— often + with ■ I’ve always found it difficult to blend in 
with my peers. 3 blend (something) in or blend in (some¬ 
thing) : to add (something) to a mixture or substance and 
mix it thoroughly ■ Mix the first three ingredients together, 
then blend in the cream. ■ Blend the white paint in last. 
blend into [phrasal verb] blend into (something) 1 : to 
gradually become the same as or part of (something) ■ One 
color blends into another. ■ where the city blends into the 
suburbs 2 : to look like (what is around you) ■ The ani¬ 
mal’s dark fur enables it to blend into its surroundings. 3 
: to look like you belong in (something) ■ He tried to blend 
into the crowd. ■ A good journalist can easily blend into a 
community. 

— blending noun [singular] ■ a blending of traditional 
French songs and punk rock ■ a seamless blending 
2 blend noun, pi blends [count] : something produced by 
mixing or combining different things ■ wool and cotton 


blends [=fabrics that are made of wool and cotton woven to¬ 
gether] ■ a blend of cream and eggs ■ a blend of traditional 
and modem melodies 

blended ac(j 

1 : made from two or more kinds of a particular substance ■ 
blended tobacco/coffee ■ blended whiskies ■ blended fabrics 

2 : made by mixing substances together ■ blended fruit 
drinks 

blended family noun, pi ~ -lies [count] : a family that in¬ 
cludes children from a previous marriage of the wife, hus¬ 
band, or both parents 

blend-er /'blende/ noun, pi -ers [count] : an electric kitch¬ 
en machine that is used to cut food and ice into very small 
pieces and to make soft foods (such as fruits) into a liquid — 
called also (Brit) liquidizer, see picture at kitchen 

bless /'blcs /verb bless-es; blessed /'blest/; bless-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 : to make (something or someone) holy by saying a special 
prayer ■ The priest blessed their marriage at the wedding. ■ 
The water for the baptism has been blessed. 

2 : to ask God to care for and protect (someone or some¬ 
thing) ■ The priest blessed the baby I held in my arms. 

3 a — used in the phrase God bless to express good wishes 
or appreciation for someone or something ■ May God bless 
this country. ■ God bless modem medicine. [=thank God for 
modem medicine] — see also god bless you (below) b 

— used in phrases like bless his/her heart and bless him/her 
to express affection, appreciation, or understanding ■ She 
tries so hard, bless her heart. ■ My aunt Clare, bless her, 
watched the kids while we went out. ■ Our cousin, bless his 
heart , is just so disorganized. — see also bless YOU (below) 

4 : to provide (a person, place, etc.) with something good or 
desirable ■ Nature has blessed the area with good soil and a 
sunny climate. — usually used as (be) blessed ■ I have been 
blessed with good health and a wonderful wife and children. ■ 
He was blessed [-endowed] with great speed as a runner. 

5 : to give approval to (something) ■ The committee has not 
yet blessed the plan. 

bless my soul old-fashioned — used in speech to express 
surprise ■ You decided to come see us after all. Well, bless 
my soull 

bless you or God bless you 1 — used in speech to ex¬ 
press thanks or good wishes ■ “I’ll be happy to help in any 
way I can.” “Oh, bless you\ That’s very kind of you.” 2 — 
said to someone who has just sneezed 
bless-ed /'blesad/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : having a sacred nature : connected with God : holy ■ 
the blessed Trinity 

2 always used before a noun : very welcome, pleasant, or ap¬ 
preciated ■ The rain brought blessed relief from the heat. ■ He 
spent his weekend in blessed freedom. 

3 informal + somewhat old-fashioned — used to make a 
statement more forceful ■ You don’t know a blessed thing. 

— bless-ed-ly adv ■ The park was blessedly free of crowds. 
— bless-ed-ness noun [noncount] ■ eternal blessedness in 
heaven 

blessing noun, pi -ings 

1 [noncount] a : approval that allows or helps you to do 
something ■ He gave his blessing to the plan. [=he approved 
the plan] ■ Presumably he was acting with the government’s 
blessing. ■ They got married without their parents’ blessing. 
b : help and approval from God ■ We asked the Lord’s bless¬ 
ing on us and on our project. 

2 [count] : something that helps you or brings happiness — 
usually singular * My daughter is a blessing to me in my old 
age. ■ E-mail can be a blessing if you travel a lot in business. ■ 
It’s a blessing that you came when you did. Something that 
is a blessing in disguise seems to be a bad thing at first but 
actually is a good thing. ■ Not getting the job turned out to 
be a blessing in disguise, since she got a much better job soon 
afterward. If something is a blessing and a curse or a 
mixed blessing there are both good and bad things about it. ■ 
Being famous can be a blessing and a curse. ■ The promotion 
was really a mixed blessing because I’m now so busy that I 
don’t have time to spend the extra income. 

3 [count] : a short prayer ■ He said a blessing before the meal. 

4 [noncount] : the act of asking God to care for and protect 
someone or something ■ The priest performed the blessing of 
the fishing boats. 

count your blessings : to make a special effort to appreci¬ 
ate the good things in your life ■ I try to remember to count 
my blessings every day. 
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blether noun [ noncount ] Brit : BLATHER 
bleu see CORDON BLEU 
blew past tense of' BLOW 
1 blight /'blait/ noun , pi blights 

1 [< count ]: a disease that makes plants dry up and die ■ potato 
blight 

2 a [count\ : something that causes harm or damage like a 
disease — usually singular ■ the blight of poverty in the city 

— usually + on • The abandoned factory is a blight on the 
neighborhood, b [ noncount ] : a damaged condition • the 
city’s spreading urban blight ■ environmental blight 

2 blight verb blights; blight-ed; blight-ing [+ obj\ 

1 : to damage (plants) with a disease — usually used as (be) 
blighted ■ The apple trees were blighted by fungus. 

2 : to damage (a thing or place) ■ Builders blighted the land 
with malls and parking lots. 

— blighted adj ■ blighted areas of the city ■ a blighted indus¬ 
trial landscape 

blight-er /'blait^/ noun, pi -ers [count] Brit, informal 

1 : a person (especially a man) who is unpleasant ■ Just tell 
the blighter to leave you alone. 

2 : a man who you think is lucky, unlucky, etc. ■ I feel sorry 
for the little blighter. 

Blighty /'blaiti/ noun [ noncount ] Brit slang — used as a 
name for England or Britain ■ She’s glad to be back in old 
Blighty. 

bli'ITiey /'blaimi/ interj, Brit, informal — used to express sur¬ 
prise or amazement • ‘‘I’ve won the lottery-” “ Blimey ! I can’t 
believe it!" 

blimp /'blimp/ noun, pi blimps [count \ : a large aircraft 
without wings that floats because it is filled with gas 

— compare hot-air balloon, zeppelin 
1 blind /'blaind/ adj blind*er; -est 

1 : unable to see ■ a blind person ■ He was bom blind. ■ She is 
blind in one eye. [=she can see with one of her eyes but not 
with the other! ■ She went blind l=she became unable to see] 
at age 67. — see also color-blind 

2 : unable to notice or judge something — usually + to ■ He 
is blind to his son's faults. ■ Each party was blind to the oth¬ 
er’s concerns. 

3 a usually disapproving : accepting the actions or decisions 
of someone or something without any questions or criticism 
* blind loyal ty/allegiance/obedience "I’m not sure blind faith 
^unquestioning belief] in our leaders is wise, b — used to 
describe strong emotions that make someone unable to 
think clearly or to act reasonably ■ a blind fury/rage 

4 : done in a way that prevents participants, judges, etc., 
from seeing or knowing certain things that might influence 
them ■ a blind taste test [=a test in which people taste some¬ 
thing without knowing what it is, who made it, etc.] ■ a blind 
clinical trial for the new medicine • blind auditions — see 
also blind date, double-blind 

5 : difficult for a driver to see ■ a blind driveway/drive ■ a 
blind curve — see also blind spot 

(as) blind as a bat informal : unable to see well at all : hav¬ 
ing very poor vision ■ Without glasses I’m blind as a bat. 
love is blind see 'love 

not a blind bit Brit, informal : not even a very small amount 
: not the slightest bit ■ l told them what I wanted, but they 
didn't take a blind bit of notice. I=they didn’t notice at all; 
they did not listen to me] ■ It does not make a blind bit of 
difference what you do. [=it does not matter at all what 
you do] 

the blind : blind people : people who are not able to see ■ 
The agency provides assistance to the blind. The expres¬ 
sion the blind leading the blind is used informally to de¬ 
scribe a situation in which someone who is not sure about 
how to do something is helping another person who also is 
not sure about how to do it. ■ I’ll try to help, but it’s the 
blind leading the blind because I’ve never done this before 
either. 

turn a blind eye : to ignore a problem instead of dealing 
with it ■ Corruption in the police force is rampant, but au¬ 
thorities are turning a blind eye. — often + to ■ Colleges 
can’t afford to turn a blind eye to alcohol abuse. 

— blind-ness noun [noncount] ■ a leading cause of blindness 
2 blind verb blinds; blind*ed; blinding [+ obj] 

1 : to cause (someone) to be unable to see : to make (some¬ 
one) blind ■ The accident blinded me in one eye. = The acci¬ 
dent left me blinded in one eye. ■ She was blinded as a child 
in a terrible fire. 

2 : to cause (someone) to be unable to see for a short time ■ I 


was blinded by the sun as I came around the comer. 

3 : to cause (someone) to be unable to think clearly or to act 
reasonably ■ He was blinded by love. — often + to ■ Greed 
blinds them to everything except money. [=greed causes 
them to think and care about only money] 

3 blind noun, pi blinds 

1 [count] : something that is used to cover a window from 
the inside of a room; especially : a roll of cloth or plastic that 
is hung at the top of a window and pulled down over the 
window — usually plural • Raise/lower/open/close the 
blinds. — see picture at window; see also Venetian blind 

2 [count] US : a place where hunters hide from animals while 
they are hunting ■ a duck blind [=a place to hide when hunt¬ 
ing ducks] — called also ( chiefly Brit) hide 

3 [singular] : something that is used to trick people or to pre¬ 
vent people from noticing a particular thing • Some say the 
investigation is a blind to keep the public’s attention off the 
governor. 

draw the blinds on see 'draw 
4 blind adv 

1 : without seeing outside of an airplane : using only a 
plane’s instruments ■ They had to fly blind through heavy 
smoke. 

2 informal : to the degree that you are unable to think clear¬ 
ly or to act reasonably ■ He was blind drunk. 

rob someone blind see rob 

blind alley noun, pi ~ -leys [count] : a narrow path be¬ 
tween two buildings that can only be entered at one end — 
often used figuratively • Police had been down several blind 
alleys [=they had tried several methods that did not produce 
useful results] in the murder investigation before they found 
the evidence they needed. 

blind date noun, pi ~ dates [count] : an occasion for two 
people who do not know each other to meet and decide if 
they may want to have a romantic relationship ■ She went 
out on a blind date with her friend’s cousin, 
blind-er /'blaind^/ noun, pi -ers 

1 blinders [plural] chiefly US : leather pieces that are placed 
on either side of a horse’s head next to its eyes in order to 
keep the horse from seeing what is beside it ■ a horse wearing 
blinders — often used figuratively ■ Many parents put on 
blinders [=choose not to think about what might be happen¬ 
ing] when their teenagers start staying out late. — called also 
(chiefly Brit) blinkers 

2 [singular] Brit, informal: a very exciting or impressive per¬ 
formance or action in a game such as cricket or soccer ■ 
Their team played a blinder to beat us in the closing seconds 
of the match. 

1 blind-fold /'blaindjfould/ verb -folds; -fold-ed; -folding 

[+ obj] : to cover the eyes of (a person) with a piece of cloth ■ 
The kidnappers tied him up and blindfolded him. 
2 blindfold noun, pi -folds [count ]: a piece of cloth that cov¬ 
ers the eyes 

blindfolded also blindfold adv : with the eyes covered by 
a piece of cloth ■ He was led blindfolded into the woods. If 
you can do something blindfolded, you can do it very well or 
easily because you have done it many times before. ■ She 
could find that house blindfolded. 

— blindfolded adj ■ a blindfolded prisoner 
blinding adj [more most ~] 

1 : very bright or strong ■ a blinding color ■ a blinding head¬ 
ache l=a very painful headache]; especially : so bright or 
strong that you cannot see ■ the blinding light of the sun in 
her eyes ■ a blinding snowstorm 

2 : very fast ■ His blinding speed makes him a great player. 

— blind'ingdy /'blaindujli/ adv ■ blindingly bright ■ blind¬ 
ingly fast 

blind-ly /'blaindli/ adv 

1 : without seeing ■ She stumbled blindly in the dark. 

2 : without noticing or seeming to see anything ■ The fright¬ 
ened children ran blindly from the house. ■ He stared blindly 
[-blankly] at the wall. 

3 : without thinking or questioning ■ They blindly followed 
their leaders. ■ They were taught not to blindly obey, but to 
consider carefully what they were being told to do. 

blind-man’s bluff /'blaind'maenz-/ noun [noncount] : a 
game for children in which a player whose eyes are covered 
with a piece of cloth tries to catch and identify the other 
players — called also blindman’s buff 
blind-side /'blaind,said/ verb -sides; -sid-ed; -sid-ing [+ 
obj] US 

1 : to hit (someone who is facing in another direction) sud- 
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denly and very hard ■ The quarterback was blindsided just as 
he was about to throw a pass. 

2 : to surprise or shock (someone) in a very unpleasant way ■ 
We were all blindsided by the news of her sudden death, 
blind side noun, pi ~ sides [count]: the side that is not the 
side you are facing ■ He was hit on his blind side. 
blind Spot noun, pi ~ spots [count] 

1 : an area around a car, truck, etc., that the driver cannot 
see ■ When driving on the highway, you need to make sure 
no one is in your blind spot before changing lanes. 

2 : a tendency to ignore something especially because it is 
difficult or unpleasant ■ She has a blind spot concerning her 
son's behavior. 

3 : a small area at the back of the eye that is not sensitive to 
light 

1 blink/ , bhrjk/ver6 blinks; blinked; blinking 

1 : to close and then open your eyes very quickly [no obj] 
She blinked when the light flashed. ■ Her eyes blinked when 
the light flashed. [+ obj] She blinked her eyes when the light 
flashed. — compare WINK 

2 [no obj]: to shine with a light that goes on and off ■ The red 
light was blinking, [-flashing] 

3 [no obj ] : to show that you are surprised or upset ■ Laura 
didn’t (even) blink [=did not seem surprised or upset at all] 
when I told her that the car was gone. ■ She didn’t (even) blink 
at the news. 

4 [no obj] : to show weakness in an argument or disagree¬ 
ment : to show that you are willing to agree to or accept 
what someone else wants or says ■ When threatened, the gov¬ 
ernment blinked [=gave in] and agreed to move the missiles. ■ 
Both sides in the dispute are determined not to blink first. 
before you can blink informal : very quickly • This may 

hurt a little, but it’ll be over before you can blink, 
blink back tears or blink away tears : to prevent yourself 
from crying or to make your tears go away by blinking ■ 
He blinked back (his) tears as he told us the bad news. 
2 blink noun, pi blinks [count] : the act of closing and then 
opening your eyes very quickly : the act of blinking 
in the blink of an eye : very quickly ■ He became famous, 
and then, in the blink of an eye, he was forgotten. ■ She re¬ 
appeared in the blink of an eye. 
on the blink informal: not working properly ■ The TV is on 
_ the blink. 

blink*er /'bliqka 1 / noun, pi -ers 

1 [count] US, informal : a light on a car, truck, etc., that goes 
off and on and that is used as a warning or as a signal that the 
vehicle will be turning • Use your blinker [indicator, (US) 
turn signal] when you turn. 

2 blinkers [plural] chiefly Brit: leather pieces that are placed 
on either side of a horse’s head next to its eyes : blinders 

blinking adj 

1 : shining with a light that goes on and off ■ a blinking yel¬ 
low light 

2 always used before a noun, Brit, informal — used to make 
an angry or critical statement more forceful ■ Turn down 
that blinking music! It’s driving me crazy! 

blip /'blip/ noun,pi blips [count] 

1 : a bright dot on the screen of an electronic device (such as 
a radar) ■ The approaching ship appeared as a blip on the 
screen. — often used figuratively ■ At that time, the organi¬ 
zation was only a blip on the political radar screen. ■ As a 
football player he wasn't even a blip on the radar screen. 
[=he was not important; no one had noticed that he was or 
could become a good player] 

2 : a very short high sound made by an electronic device ■ 
the blips, buzzes, and bleeps of a video game 

3 : something that is small or unimportant or that does not 
last a long time ■ The company’s financial problems were just 
a temporary blip. 

bliss /'bli// noun [noncount] : complete happiness ■ Their re¬ 
ligion promises eternal bliss [=joy] in heaven. ■ marital/wed¬ 
ded/domestic bliss [^complete happiness in marriage] ■ Re¬ 
laxing on the porch of our private villa was sheer bliss, 
ignorance is bliss see ignorance 
bliSS*ful /‘blisfsl ! adj [more —; most ~] : extremely or com¬ 
pletely happy : full of or causing bliss ■ At first, their time to¬ 
gether was blissful. ■ He sat there in a blissful state of com¬ 
fort. ■ our blissful beach vacation ■ a blissful setting for a 
wedding ■ existing in blissful ignorance [=a state of not 
knowing and not wanting to know about unhappy things or 
possible problems] 

— bliss*ful*ly adv ■ They were blissfully happy. ■ We were 


blissfully unaware/ignorant of the dangers ahead, 
blis-ter /'blista*/ noun, pi -ters [count] 

1 : a raised area on the skin that contains clear liquid and 
that is caused by injury to the skin ■ She developed a blister 
on her heel where her shoe rubbed against it. 

2 : a raised area on a surface (such as a painted wall) that is 
filled with air 

-blister verb -ters; -tered; -ter-lng [no obj] My feet 
started to blister. [=to form blisters] ■ The paint cracked 
and blistered. [+ obj] Her skin was blistered by the hot sun. 
blis*ter*ing /‘blistan i)/ adj [more most —]: very harsh or 

powerful ■ blistering heat/sun ■ He received a blistering 
scathing ] letter from his ex-wife. ■ a hockey player with a 
blistering slap shot 

— blistering adv ■ a blistering hot day — blis-ter-ing-ly adv 

■ a blisteringly hot day 
blithe /‘blai0, ‘blaift/ adj blith-er; -est 

1 : showing a lack of proper thought or care : not caring or 
worrying ■ He showed blithe disregard for the rights of oth¬ 
ers. ■ He was blithe about the risks to his health. 

2 literary : happy and without worry : carefree ■ a blithe 
spirit ■ blithe enjoyment 

- blithe-ly adv • They blithely assumed there would be 
_ someone there to help them. 

blith*er*ing /’blib^nr)/ adj, informal : very foolish or stupid 
■ pages and pages of blithering nonsense ■ a blithering idiot 
blitz /‘blits/ noun, pi blitz-es [count] 

1 : a military attack in which many bombs are dropped from 
airplanes 

2 a : a fast and powerful effort ■ The company is planning an 
advertising/marketing blitz for the new product. ■ a blitz of 
publicity ■ The movie flopped, despite the media blitz that 
accompanied its release. [=the movie failed even though a lot 
of information about it was on television, radio, in maga¬ 
zines, etc., all at once] b Brit : a sudden attack or effort to 
stop or end something — usually singular ■ a blitz on tax 
evaders ■ One of these days I’ll have a blitz on the house. [=1 
will thoroughly clean the house] 

3 American football : a play in which many defensive players 
rush toward the quarterback 

- blitz verb blitzes; blitzed; blitz-ing [+ obj] The compa¬ 
ny has blitzed the country with advertising. ■ The lineback¬ 
ers blitzed the quarterback, [no obj] A linebacker blitzed 
from the right side. 

blitzed /'blitst/ adj, US slang : very drunk ■ She was/got to¬ 
tally blitzed that night. 

blitz*krieg /'blits,kri:g/ noun, pi -kriegs [count] 

1 : a sudden and overwhelming military attack 

2 : a fast and powerful effort : blitz ■ a promotional blitz¬ 
krieg 

bliz*zard /'bliz&d/ noun, pi -zards [count] 

1 : a severe snowstorm that goes on for a long time ■ We 
were snowed in by a raging/fierce blizzard. 

2 : a large amount of something that comes suddenly — 
usually singular ■ a blizzard of mail ■ The audience confront¬ 
ed him with a blizzard of questions. 

bloat noun [noncount] chiefly US : too much growth ■ bud¬ 
get/bureaucratic bloat ■ The company became an example of 
corporate bloat. [=it became too big] 
bloat-ed /'bloutad/ adj [more most ~] : very swollen 
: too full of liquid, gas, food, etc. ■ a bloated body ■ I felt 
bloated from eating too much. — often used figuratively ■ 
The government is bloated t=too large] and inefficient. ■ a 
bloated state budget ■ He has a bloated ego. 

— bloat*ed>ness noun [noncount] 

blob /*bla:b/ noun, pi blobs [count] somewhat informal 

1 : a usually small amount of something thick and wet ■ a 
blob of paint 

2 : something that does not have a regular shape ■ That blue 
blob in the comer of the map is the lake we’re headed for. 

bloc /'blcr.k/ noun, pi blocs [count] : a group of people or 
countries that are connected by a treaty or agreement or by 
common goals ■ the communist bloc ■ a voting bloc in the 
senate 

1 block /'bla:k/ noun, pi blocks 

1 [count] : a solid piece of material (such as rock or wood) 
that has flat sides and is usually square or rectangular in 
shape ■ a block of ice/cheese ■ a wall built out of concrete/ 
cinder blocks • (US) kids playing with wooden blocks [=(Brit) 
bricks] —see also building block, chopping block, 
STARTING BLOCK 

2 [count] a : an area of land surrounded by four streets in a 
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city ■ We took a walk around the block. ■ She lived on our 
block, b US : the length of one city block ■ The store is 
three blocks down on the right. ■ Our hotel is a block from 
the ocean. 

3 [count] : a large building divided into separate units (such 
as apartments or shops) ■ an apartment block This sense of 
block is more common in British English than in U.S. En¬ 
glish. ■ a high-rise office block — see also block of flats, 
CELLBLOCK, TOWER BLOCK 

4 [singular] : something that stops the progress or achieve¬ 
ment of something ■ They put a block on future development 
of the area. 

5 [count] sports : an action or movement that stops or slows 
down an opponent ■ a shoulder block ■ (American football) 
The lineman threw a block. [=the lineman hit an opposing 
player to prevent him from making a tackle) 

6 [singular] : something that stops a person from thinking 
about certain things ■ a mental/emotional block — see also 
STUMBLING BLOCK, WRITER’S BLOCK 

7 [count] a : a number of similar things that form a group ■ 
We reserved a block of seats. ■ She bought a large block of 
stock/shares in the company, b : an amount or section of 
something ■ They played a half-hour block of music. ■ We set 
aside a big block of time for the project. ■ a block of text 
chip off the old block see ‘chip 

knock someone’s block off see ‘knock 
new kid on the block see ‘kid 

on the block or on the auction block : for sale at an auc¬ 
tion ■ Some valuable paintings went on the block today.; 
broadly : for sale ■ Their business is now on the block. 
2 block verb blocks; blocked; block-ing 

1 [+ obj] a : to be placed in front of (something, such as a 
road or path) so that people or things cannot pass through ■ 
There’s an accident blocking the road. • The entrance was 
blocked by a gate. ■ Blood clots have completely/partially 
blocked one of his arteries. — sometimes + up ■ My nose is 
all blocked [=stuffed\ up. • Call a plumber. The sink pipe is 
blocked [=clogged\ up. b : to place something in front of 
(something, such as a road) so that people or things cannot 
go into the area ■ The protesters blocked the road with 
parked vehicles. — often + off ■ Main Street has been 
blocked off [^barricaded] for the parade. ■ The police blocked 
off the crime scene with yellow tape. 

2 [+ obj] a : to stop (someone or something) from moving 
through or going by ■ The ambulance was blocked by cars in 
the road. • An accident was blocking traffic, b : to stop 
(something) from getting through to someone or something ■ 
Could you move to the left, please. You’re blocking my light. 
■ a shield that blocks the wind C : to be in front of (some¬ 
thing) so that it cannot be seen ■ The new building blocks 
[= obstructs] our view of the river. 

3 [+ obj] a : to not allow (something, such as progress or an 
action) to occur ■ Several senators are trying to block the 
passage of the bill. ■ His vote blocked the treaty. ■ The new 
law blocks the sale of liquor on Sundays. ■ They made every 
effort to block her reelection, b : to be in the way of (some¬ 
thing) ■ blocking access to free health care 

4 sports : to stop the movement of (an opponent, a shot, 
etc.). [+ obj ] We practiced blocking our opponents. ■ She 
blocked the shot! [no obj] He’s getting better at blocking, 
block in [phrasal verb] block in (someone or something) or 

block (someone or something) in : to put something in 
front of (someone or something) so that person or thing 
cannot leave ■ My car is blocked in. = Somebody has 
blocked my car in. [=somebody has parked in a way that 
makes it impossible for me to move my car] 
block out [phrasal verb] block out (something) or block 
(something) out 1 : to hide or cover something so that it 
cannot be seen, felt, or heard ■ Clouds blocked out the sun. 
■ We put on music to block out the sound of the traffic. 2 
: to force yourself not to think about (something) ■ He 
tried to block out [-forget] the event. : to ignore (some¬ 
thing) • blocking out distractions 
— block-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ He’s one of the league’s 
best blockers. 

1 block*ade /bla'keid/ noun, pi -ades [count] : an act of war 
in which one country uses ships to stop people or supplies 
from entering or leaving another country ■ a naval blockade 
2 blockade verb -ades; -ad-ed; -ad-ing [+ obj] : to place a 
blockade on (a port or country) : to stop people or supplies 
from entering or leaving (a port or country) especially dur¬ 
ing a war ■ They blockaded the country’s ports. 
block*age /'blcukicfc/ noun, pi -ag*es 


1 [count] : something that stops something (such as blood) 
from moving through something (such as a blood vessel) ■ 
He had surgery to open up blockages in his arteries. 

2 [noncount] : the state of being blocked ■ trying to prevent 
blockage of the artery 

block and tackle noun [singular] : a simple machine that 
is used to help lift heavy objects and that consists of rope and 
boxes containing pulleys 

block-bust-er / , bla:k,bASt3'/ noun, pi -ers [count] : some¬ 
thing that is very large, expensive, or successful ■ a 900-page 
blockbuster of a novel ■ The actor starred in a blockbuster [=a 
very successful movie] last year. — often used before anoth¬ 
er noun ■ a blockbuster movie ■ a blockbuster product 
block-head /'bla:k,hed/ noun, pi -heads [count] informal 
: a stupid person ■ Don’t be such a blockhead ! 
block letters noun [plural] chiefly US : capital letters ■ The 
message was written in block letters. — called also (Brit) 
block capitals 

block of flats noun, pi blocks of flats [count] Brit 

: APARTMENT BUILDING 

block party noun, pi ~ -ties [count] US : a party that is 
held outdoors for all the people who live in a neighborhood 
or city block 

blocky /'bla:ki/ adj block-i-er; -est : short and thick ■ a 
baseball player with a blocky [=(more commonly) stocky] 
body/build ■ a shoe with a thick, blocky heel 
blog /'bla:g/ noun, pi blogs [count] : a Web site on which 
someone writes about personal opinions, activities, and ex¬ 
periences 

— blog.ger noun, pi -ers [count] — blog-ging noun [non¬ 
count] 

bloke /'blouk/ noun, pi blokes [count] chiefly Brit, informal 
: a man ■ I’m just an ordinary bloke, [-guy, fellow, chap] 

1 blond or blonde /‘blaind/ adj blond-er; -est 

1 : of a yellow or very light brown color ■ long blond hair • 
blonde curls/locks/braids ■ She has blonde highlights in her 
hair. ■ His hair was dyed/bleached blond:, also : having blond 
hair ■ a blond actor ■ She was blonde as a child. When used 
to describe a boy or man, the word is spelled blond. When 
used for a girl or woman, the word is often spelled blonde. 

A person with dirty blond hair has very dark blond hair that 
is almost light brown in color. — see also PLATINUM 
BLONDE, STRAWBERRY BLONDE 

2 : of a very light color ■ a table made of blond wood 
2 blond or blonde noun, pi blondes [count] : a person who 

has yellow or very light brown hair The word is spelled 
blond when used for a boy or man, and it is usually spelled 
blonde when used for a girl or woman. ■ He’s a tall, blue-eyed 
blond. • She’s a natural blonde. [=her hair has not been dyed 
blonde] ■ a bottle/bleached/peroxide blonde [^someone 
whose hair has been made blond through the use of chemi¬ 
cals] — see also platinum blonde, strawberry blonde 
blood /'blAd/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the red liquid that flows through the bodies of people and 
animals ■ The accident victim has already lost a lot of blood. ■ 
the blood in your veins ■ She donates/gives blood twice a 
year. [=twice a year she has blood taken out of her body so 
that it can be put into the body of a person who needs it] 

— see also bad blood, cold-blooded, full-blooded, 
HOT-BLOODED, RED-BLOODED, WARM-BLOODED 

2 — used to say that a person’s ancestors were of a particu¬ 
lar kind ■ There’s some Italian blood in her family. [=one or 
more of her family’s ancestors was Italian! ■ a man of royal 
blood [=a man with kings and queens in his family] — see 
also BLUE BLOOD, BLUE-BLOODED 

3 : members of a team, company, or organization — usually 
used in the phrases new blood or young blood • Our compa¬ 
ny could benefit from some new blood. [=new employees] ■ 
We’ve just added some young blood to the team. 

blood and guts see ‘gut 

blood is thicker than water The saying blood is thicker 
than water means that a person’s family is more important 
than a person’s other relationships or needs. 
blood is up -v* In British English, when you say that some¬ 
one’s blood is up, you mean that someone is angry and 
wants to fight or argue. ■ It’s best to avoid her when her 
blood is up. 

blood on your hands If someone’s blood is on your 
hands , you are responsible for that person’s death. ■ Her 
blood is on your handsl 

by blood : by a relationship that connects two people 
through their natural parents, grandparents, etc. ■ My aunt 


blood bank • bloodthirsty 
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and I are related by blood. [=my aunt is the sister of one of 
my parents] • My aunt and I are not related by blood. [=my 
aunt is/was married to the brother of one of my parents] 
draw blood 1 : to take blood from a person’s body for 
medical reasons ■ We need to draw some blood to test you 
for the virus. 2 : to cause blood to flow from a person’s 
body • The punch to the nose drew blood. [=caused the 
nose to bleed] — sometimes used figuratively ■ Some poli¬ 
ticians view debates as chances to draw blood from their 
opponents. 

flesh and blood see 'flesh 

in cold blood : in a deliberate way : following a plan • They 
were killed in cold blood by terrorists. 
in your blood *$• If something (such as an ability or activity) 
is in your blood , it is part of your nature and is often shared 
by your family members. ■ With two parents who are 
painters, art is in her blood. 

make someone's blood boil : to make someone very an¬ 
gry ■ His hate-filled speeches make my blood boill [=make 
me see red\ 

make someone’s blood curdle or make someone’s 
blood run cold : to cause someone to be very afraid or 
disgusted • The horrible news made our blood run cold. ■ a 
ghost story that will make your blood curdle ■ The mere 
sight of a cockroach makes my blood curdle, 
out for blood *$• If you are out for blood or out for someone’s 
blood , you are very angiy and you want to kill someone or 
to cause someone pain or discomfort. • Those soldiers were 
out for blood. ■ His ex-wife is out for his blood, 
spill/shed blood : to kill people violently • The blood of too 
many young people has been spilled/shed, 
sweat blood informal : to care a lot about something and 
work very hard for it ■ basketball players who sweat blood 
for their teams 

taste blood informal : to experience pleasure as a result of 
defeating an opponent • She has tasted blood now, and 
can’t wait to meet her rival on the court again. 

blood bank noun, pi ~~ banks [count] : a place where 
blood is stored so that it later can be given to people who are 
ill 

blood-bath /'bUd.baeG, Brit 'blAd,ba:0/ noun, pi -baths 
[count] : a violent and cruel killing of many people ■ Thou¬ 
sands of people were murdered in the bloodbath. — some¬ 
times used figuratively ■ The presidential race has become a 
political bloodbath. 

blood brother noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a man or boy who 
has promised to be loyal to another man or boy usually in a 
ceremony in which they mix their blood • He would never 
betray me—he’s my blood brother. 

blood cell noun, pi cells [count] : a cell that is normally 
present in blood — see also RED blood cell, white 

BLOOD CELL 

blood clot noun, pi ~ clots [count] : a thick and sticky 
clump of dried blood that stops blood from flowing through 
a blood vessel in a person or an animal ■ She had a blood clot 
in her lungs. — called also clot 

blood count noun, pi ~ counts [count] : the number of 
cells in someone’s blood — usually singular ■ The patient has 
a low blood count. 

blOOd*CUr*dling / , blAd,k3 , d]ir)/ adj [more most —] 
: causing great horror or fear ■ We heard bloodcurdling 
[= horrifying ] stories about the war. ■ bloodcurdling [~ terrify¬ 
ing 1 screams 

blood doping noun [noncount] : an illegal method for tem¬ 
porarily improving an athlete’s performance in a race or 
competition by increasing the number of red blood cells in 
the blood 

blood feud noun, pi ~~ feuds [count] : a very long fight be¬ 
tween two families or groups in which each group kills mem¬ 
bers of the other group in order to punish the group for ear¬ 
lier murders 

blood group noun, pi ~ groups [count ]: blood type 

blood heat noun [singular] Brit : the normal temperature of 
the human body ^ In U.S. English, this temperature (98.6 
degrees Fahrenheit or 37 degrees Celsius) is referred to as a 
person’s normal body temperature. 

blood-hound /'blAd,haund/ noun, pi -hounds [count] : a 
large dog that has very long ears and a very good sense of 
smell and that is often used for finding people and for hunt¬ 
ing 

blood-ied /'blAdid/ adj [more most ~] : covered in blood 
: made bloody • Their faces were bloodied and bruised. 


blood-less /'blAdlas/ adi [more most ~] 

1 : done without killing people • He fought his bloodless bat¬ 
tles in the courtroom. • They took control of the government 
in a bloodless coup. 

2 : lacking feeling or emotion • Her speeches are dull and 
bloodless. • a bunch of bloodless numbers and statistics 

3 : pale in color • His face was bloodless with fear. 

— blood-less-ly adv 

blood-let-ting /'blAd,letii)/ noun, pi -tings 

1 [noncount] a : the former practice of taking some blood 
out of the bodies of sick people to heal them b : the prac¬ 
tice of causing someone to bleed as part of a religious cere¬ 
mony ■ They practiced ritual bloodletting. 

2 [noncount] : the killing of people • They prayed for an end 
to the bloodletting. [=(more commonly) bloodshed] 

3 : the act of reducing the number of workers in a company 
[noncount] We survived last year’s bloodletting. [=we were 
able to keep our jobs] [count] a corporate bloodletting 

blood-line /'blAd,lain/ noun, pi -lines [count] : the ances¬ 
tors of a person or animal • her family’s German bloodlines • 
the bloodlines of racehorses 

blood-lust /'blAd,lASt/ noun [noncount] : the desire to kill or 
to see people killed • soldiers inflamed by bloodlust 
blood money noun [noncount] 

1 : money wrongly obtained by killing someone or’because 
someone has died ■ the blood money earned by people who 
profited from the tragedy 

2 : money paid to the family of a person who has been killed 
■ They accepted blood money in exchange for the murderer’s 
execution. 

blood orange noun, pi ~ -ang-es [count] : an orange 
(sense 1) that is red inside the skin 
blood platelet noun, pi ~ -lets [count] : platelet 
blood poisoning noun [noncount] medical : a serious 
condition in which harmful bacteria spread throughout a 
person’s blood 

blood pressure noun, pi ~ -sures : the force with which 
blood moves through a person’s body [noncount] The doc¬ 
tor says he has high blood pressure. • These drugs help lower 
blood pressure, [count] She has a blood pressure of 120/80. 
blood—red ad) : dark red like the color of blood ■ blood-red 
lips 

blood relative noun, pi ~ -tives [count] US : someone 
who has the same parents or ancestors as you • Your sister is 
your blood relative , but your brother-in-law is not. — called 
also (Brit) blood relation 

blood sausage noun, pi ~ -sag-es [count] : a very dark 
sausage that contains a lot of blood — called also black pud¬ 
ding, blood pudding 

blood-Shed /’blAdJed/ noun [noncount] : the killing of 
people especially in a war ■ "Years of violence and bloodshed 
have left much of the country in ruins, 
blood-shot /'blAd,Ja:t/ adj [more most ~] of eyes : hav¬ 
ing many red lines from lack of sleep, drunkenness, etc. ■ He 
had bloodshot eyes. = His eyes were bloodshot. 
blood Sport noun, pi ~ sports [count] : a sport (such as 
hunting) in which birds or animals are killed 
blood-stain /'bUd,stein/ noun, pi -stains [count] : a spot 
of blood on something (such as a piece of clothing) 

— blood-stained /'blAd,steind/ adj • a bloodstained carpet 
blOOd-StOCk /'blAd,stark/ noun [noncount ]: horses that are 

bred for racing 

blOOd-Stream /'blAd.striim/ noun [singular] : the flow of 
blood that moves through the heart and body ■ The drug is 
now entering the bloodstream. 
blood-suck-er / , blAd,SAka>/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : an animal (such as a leech or mosquito) that sucks the 
blood of other animals 

2 informal : a person who unfairly takes or uses things that 
other people worked for ■ Our landlord, the bloodsucker , just 
raised our rent again. 

— blood-suck-ing /'blAdiSAkiij/ adj, always used before a 
noun ■ bloodsucking insects ■ our bloodsucking landlord 

blood Sugar noun [ noncount ] : the amount of sugar in 
your blood - Asa diabetic, he needs his blood sugar to stay at 
the right levels. 

blood test noun, pi ~~ tests [count] : a test of the blood es¬ 
pecially to learn if a person has any diseases or conditions 
(such as AIDS or high cholesterol) • He had a blood test, and 
the doctor who did it said his cholesterol was too high, 
blood-thirsty /'blAdiOasti/ adj [more most ~] : eager to 
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hurt or kill : enjoying the sight of violence or bloodshed ■ 
bloodthirsty soldiers 

— blood-thirst-i-ness /'bUd,Bahtinas/ noun [noncount] 
blood transfusion noun, pi ~ -sions [count] : a medical 

treatment in which someone’s blood is put into the body of 
another person 

blood type noun, pi ~ types [count] chiefly US : one of the 
eight different blood categories into which humans are sepa¬ 
rated These categories of blood are labeled A, B, AB, or O 
and each of these is either Rh-positive or Rh-negative. ■ Her 
blood type is B negative. — called also blood group 
blood vessel noun, pi ~ -sels [count] : a small tube that 
carries blood to different parts of a person or animal’s body 
Arteries, veins, and capillaries are kinds of blood vessels. 

1 bloody /*blAdi/ adj blood-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : bleeding or covered with blood ■ He hit me and gave me a 
bloody nose. ■ a bloody towel ■ a bloody knife 

2 : violent and causing the death or injury of many people ■ 
a bloody battle/war/re volution — see also scream bloody 
murder at 1 SCREAM 

3 always used before a noun, Brit, informal + sometimes offen¬ 
sive — used to make an angry or critical statement more 
forceful ■ He’s a bloody [=damned] fool! ■ We had to read the 
whole bloody thing. 

bloody hell Brit, informal + offensive — used to express an¬ 
ger or annoyance ■ Bloody hell [=damn it] —I’ve lost my 
key again! ■ How the bloody hell did you hear that? 

— blood-i-ly /'blAdali/ adv ■ The battle was won bloodily. 
2 bl00dy adv, Brit, informal + sometimes offensive : very, ex¬ 
tremely — used to make an angiy or critical statement 
more forceful ■ a bloody awful mistake ■ We all had a bloody 
good time. ■ It was bloody marvellous! ■ “Can I borrow your 
car again?” “ Not bloody likely T [=no, absolutely not] 
bloody well informal + sometimes offensive — used before a 

verb to stress anger, annoyance, or disapproval • I’m your 
father and you’ll bloody well do as you’re told! 

3 bloody verb blood-ies; blood-ied; bloody-ing [+ obf] 

: to make (something) bloody ■ He hit me and bloodied my 
nose. — see also bloodied 

Bloody Mary /-'meri/ noun, pi ~ Marys [count] : an alco¬ 
holic drink made with vodka, tomato juice, and usually spic¬ 
es 

bloody—mind*ed /.blAdi'maindad/ adj [more most ~] 

chiefly Brit, informal : difficult to deal with : not willing to 
help others do things ■ Stop being so bloody-minded and give 
me a hand here! 

— bloody—mind«ed*ness noun [noncount] 

1 bloom /'blu:m/ noun, pi blooms 

1 [count] : ’flower 1 ■ The plant's purple blooms attract 
butterflies. ■ He picked a red bloom [=blossom] for her hair. 

2 [count] : a time period in which a plant has many open 
flowers ■ roses with an early spring bloom 

3 [noncount] : a state or time of beauty, health, and strength 
■ the bloom of youth 

come in/into bloom see 1 come 

in bloom or in full bloom : having flowers ■ The bushes 
should be in bloom [=in flower; flowering; blooming] soon. ■ 
These plants are very fragrant when they are in full bloom. 
2 bloom verb blooms; bloomed; bloom-ing [no obj] 

1 : to produce flowers ■ trees that bloom [-blossom, flower] 
in the spring ■ flowers blooming in the garden 

2 : to change, grow, or develop fully ■ Their love was just be¬ 
ginning to bloom. • their blooming romance 

bloormer / l h\\i\m&/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a plant that blooms at a specified time ■ These plants are 
spring bloomers. [=they have flowers in the spring] ■ plants 
that are early/late bloomers 

2 Brit, informal + somewhat old-fashioned : an embarrassing 
mistake ■ The politician’s bloomer [=((/.£) blooper] was shown 
on every TV channel. 

late bloomer US : someone who becomes successful, attrac¬ 
tive, etc., at a later time in life than other people ■ She was 
a late bloomer as a writer. 

bloo-mers /’blurmaz/ noun [plural] : long and loose under¬ 
pants worn by women and girls especially in the past 
bloom-ing /'bluiman/ adj, always used before a noun, Brit, 
informal — used to make an angry or critical statement 
more forceful ■ We had to read the whole blooming thing! ■ 
Don’t be a blooming idiot! 

— blooming adv, Brit, informal ■ It’s blooming marvellous! 
bloop-er /'bluipa*/ noun, pi -ers [count] US : an embarrass¬ 
ing mistake usually made in public ■ The politician’s blooper 


[-(Brit) bloomer] was shown on every TV channel. 

1 blos-som /'blaisain/ noun, pi -soms [count] : a flower es¬ 
pecially of a fruit tree ■ Her hair smelled of apple/cherry/or¬ 
ange blossoms. • delicate pink blossoms [=blooms] 
2 blossom verb -soms; -somed; -som-ing [no obj] 

1 : to produce flowers ■ The trees have finished blossoming. 
[= blooming , flowering] 

2 ; to change, grow, and develop fully ■ Their friendship be¬ 
gan to blossom [=bloom, flower, flourish ] during the summer. 
■ Their friendship blossomed into romance. ■ Their business 
seemed to blossom [=take off] overnight. ■ a blossoming ro¬ 
mance ■ a blossoming talent 

1 blot / l bla:t/ verb blots; blot-ted; blot-ting [+ obj] : to dry 
(something, such as wet ink) by pressing a piece of cloth or 
paper over it ■ Don’t rub the wine stain. Blot it dry with a pa¬ 
per towel. ■ Blot your lipstick with a tissue. 
blot out [phrasal verb] blot out (something) or blot (some¬ 
thing) out : to hide or block (something): such as a : to 
make (something) difficult to see ■ Clouds blotted out the 
sun. b : to try to forget (an event or memory) ■ blotting 
out memories of your childhood 
blot your copybook Brit, informal: to harm your own rep¬ 
utation ■ The star football player blotted his copybook by 
using bad language in an interview. 

2 blot noun, pi blots [count] 

1 a : a spot or stain ■ a blot of ink [=an ink blot] b : some¬ 
thing that makes something else dirty or unattractive ■ The 
tower is a blot on the landscape. 

2 : a mark of shame or dishonor ■ Slavery is a blot on the na¬ 
tion’s history. 

blotch /'blartf/ noun, pi blotctl-es [count] : a usually dark- 
colored spot especially on the skin ■ She has brown blotches 
[=splotches] on her hands. ■ blotches on the tree’s leaves 
— blotched /’blcutft/ adj, Brit ■ leaves blotched with brown 
spots — blotchy /’blaitfi/ adj blotch-i-er; -est [or more 
most ~] ■ blotchy skin 

blot-ter /’blaita"/ noun, pi -ters [count] 

1 : a large piece of blotting paper that is placed in a stiff 
frame on top of a desk 

2 : a book used in a police station for writing down informa¬ 
tion about people or events ■ a police blotter 

blotting paper noun [noncount] : a soft, thick paper used 
to dry wet ink 

blot-tO /'bla:tou/ adj [more —; most ~] slang : very drunk ■ 
He came home blotto after the party. ■ She got blotto on 
cheap wine. 

blouse /'blaus I noun, pi blous-es /'blausaz/ [count ]: an of¬ 
ten somewhat formal shirt for women and girls ■ She wore a 
blouse and a skirt to work. — see color picture on page C 14 
1 blow /'blou/ verb blew /'blu:/; blown /'bloun/; blow-ing 

1 a [no obj] of air, wind, etc. : to move with speed or force ■ 
The wind was blowing earlier but it’s not blowing now. 
[=there was wind earlier but there isn’t any wind now] ■ The 
wind is blowing hard. = It’s blowing hard outside. ■ The storm 
is blowing hard/fiercely. = It’s blowing up a storm. ■ A cool 
breeze blew through the open window. • The wind was blow¬ 
ing from the north, b [+ obj] : to cause (air or something 
carried by air) to move ■ The fan blew the air. ■ The fan blew 
the smoke out the window, c : to be moved or affected in a 
specified way by the wind [no obj] The door blew open/shut 
in the wind. ■ The papers blew all over the place! ■ The sign 
blew down/over. ■ The leaves were blowing around in the 
wind. ■ His hat blew off/away in the wind. [+ obj ] The breeze 
blew my wet hair dry. ■ The wind blew the door open/shut. ■ 
The wind blew the sign down/over. ■ The wind blew the ship 
off course. ■ A gust of wind blew the papers all over the 
room. ■ The wind blew his hat off/away. 

2 a : to create a current of moving air by breathing [no obj] 
She blew on her fingers to warm them. ■ He was blowing on 
his soup to cool it off. [+ obj] She blew air into the balloon, 
b [+ obj]: to produce or shape (something, such as a bubble) 
by blowing air ■ The clown was blowing bubbles for the chil¬ 
dren. ■ blow beautiful shapes out of glass = blow glass into 
beautiful shapes — see also glassblowing 

3 a [no obj] of a musical instrument, whistle, etc. : to produce 
a loud sound ■ The trumpet/whistle blew loudly. ■ The siren 
blew. [=sounded] b [+ obj] : to play or produce a sound with 
(a musical instrument, whistle, etc.) ■ blow a trumpet ■ blow a 
whistle ■ blow a siren 

4 : to damage or destroy (something) with an explosion [+ 
obj] The terrorists rigged a bomb to blow [=(more common¬ 
ly) blow up] the bridge. ■ The explosion blew his leg off. = The 
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explosion blew off his leg. • The explosion blew out the win¬ 
dow. ■ The burglar blew the safe open with dynamite. ■ The 
bomb blew the bridge to bits/smithereens. [=the bomb com¬ 
pletely destroyed the bridge] [no obj ] They ran away when 
they realized that the bridge was about to blow. [=(more 
commonly) blow up. explode ] ■ The window blew out in the 
explosion. • The safe blew open when the burglar dynamited 
it. — sometimes used figuratively ■ The election has been 
blown wide open by the revelation that one of the candidates 
was lying. ■ The prosecution's case was blown apart by new 
evidence. — see also blow up (below) 

5 : to cause (a tire) to suddenly lose air and become flat [+ 
obj] He drove over a nail and blew a tire. — often + out ■ The 
car blew out a tire, [no obj ] The car crashed because one of 
its tires had blown. — often + out • One of the car’s tires blew 
out. — see also blowout 1 

6 of an electric fuse : to melt and stop the flow of electricity 
when an electric current is too strong [no obj ] The light 
went off because a fuse had blown. [+ obj] What blew the 
fuse? — see also blow a fuse at ‘FUSE 

7 [+ obj] : to clear (your nose) by forcing air through it 
quickly • He blew his nose into his handkerchief. 

8 [+ obj] informal : to spend or waste (a large amount of 
money) in a foolish way ■ He blew his whole paycheck on a 
horse that finished last. 

9 [+ obj] informal a : to make a mistake in doing or han¬ 
dling (something) ■ The actress blew her lines. [=she said her 
lines incorrectly] b : to lose or miss (an opportunity) by 
acting in a stupid or clumsy way ■ He blew an opportunity to 
make a lot of money in the stock market. • I blew my chance 
for a big promotion. ■ They should have won the game but 
they blew it. ■ “I have a job interview tomorrow.” “Well, 
don’t blow it." ■ I was late for the job interview and that blew 
it for me. [=that caused me not to get the job] 

10 [+ obj] US, informal : to leave (a place) very quickly ■ 
Let’s blow this joint. - He packed his bags and blew town 
[=left town] without even saying goodbye. 

11 always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj] US, in¬ 
formal : to throw (a ball) with great force and speed ■ The 
pitcher blew a fastball by/past the batter. 

12 Brit, informal — used to express surprise, annoyance, etc. 
■ He washed the dishes? Well blow me downl • Blow if. I for¬ 
got to buy milk. 

blow a gasket see gasket 

blow away [phrasal verb] blow (someone) away or blow 
away (someone) informal 1 : to kill (someone) by shoot¬ 
ing ■ a gangster who got blown away by a hit man 2 : to 
impress (someone) in a very strong and favorable way ■ I 
was really blown away by her latest movie. 3 US : to de¬ 
feat (someone) very badly • They blew their rivals away in 
the first game 34-7. 

blow hot and cold: to change repeatedly from liking or fa¬ 
voring something to not liking or favoring it ■ Local resi¬ 
dents have been blowing hot and cold on the question of 
whether to build a new school. 
blow in [phrasal verb] informal : to arrive in a sudden or un¬ 
expected way - He just blew in, asking for a place to stay. 
blow into [phrasal verb] blow into (a place) infoimal : to ar¬ 
rive at (a place) in a sudden or unexpected way ■ He just 
blew into town and needs a place to stay. 
blown out of proportion see proportion 
blow off [phrasal verb] US, informal 1 blow (someone) off 
or blow off (someone) a : to refuse to notice or deal with 
(someone) : to ignore (someone) ■ I tried to say hello to 
him, but he just blew me off. b : to fail to meet (someone) 
at an expected time ■ He was supposed to meet me for 
lunch but he blew me off. 2 blow (something) off or blow 
off (something) : to fail to attend or show up for (some¬ 
thing) ■ He blew off an official dinner. 
blow off (some) steam see ‘steam 

blow out [phrasal verb] 1 blow out or blow (something) out 
or blow out (something) : to go out or to cause (something, 
such as a candle) to go out by blowing ■ There was a sud¬ 
den gust of wind and the candles blew out. • She blew out 
the candles on her birthday cake. • The wind blew out the 
candle. 2 of a storm : to come to an end : stop ■ The 
storm eventually blew out. [=blew over] = The storm even¬ 
tually blew itself out. [=the storm eventually ended] — see 
also blowout 

blow over [phrasal verb] of a storm : to come to an end 
: STOP • The storm eventually blew over. [=blew itself out, 
ended] — often used figuratively » The scandal blew over 
and was forgotten in a few months. 


blow smoke see ‘smoke 

blow (someone) a kiss see 2 kiss 

blow someone’s brains out see ‘brain 

blow someone’s cover see 2 cover 

blow someone’s mind see ‘mind 

blow the gaff see gaff 

blow the whistle see ‘whistle 

blow up [phrasal verb] 1 blow (something) up or blow up 
(something) : to fill (something) with air or gas : inflate • 
blow up a balloon • blow up a tire 2 blow up or blow 
(something) up or blow up (something) a : to explode or 
to cause (something, such as a bomb) to explode ■ The 
bomb blew up. ■ blow up a bomb b : to be destroyed or to 
destroy (something) by an explosion ■ The bridge blew up 
(in the explosion). ■ The soldiers blew up the bridge with a 
bomb. — sometimes used figuratively • The whole situa¬ 
tion has blown up in his face [=has gone terribly wrong] 
and he may well be fired! 3 : to become very angry ■ The 
boss blew up when the shipment arrived late. 4 blow 
(something) up or blow up (something) : to make (a photo¬ 
graph) larger ■ We had the photograph blown up for fram¬ 
ing. : to make (something) seem larger or more important 
than it really is : exaggerate • It was just a trivial mis¬ 
take that got blown up into something much worse. [=got 
greatly exaggerated] 5 of the wind, a storm, etc. : to begin 
blowing ■ A wind blew up but quickly subsided. * A storm 
blew up suddenly. — see also blowup 
blow your cool see 3 cool 
blow your own horn see ‘horn 
blow your own trumpet see ‘trumpet 
blow your top or US blow your stack informal : to become 
very angry • Mom really blew her top when she found out 
I’d wrecked the car. 

2 blow noun, pi blows [count] 

1 : a strong wind ■ If the weather reports are right, we’re in 
for a good blow tonight. [=there will be a strong wind to¬ 
night; the wind will blow hard tonight] 

2 : the act of blowing something (such as your nose) ■ He 
gave his nose a good blow. [=he blew his nose] 

— compare 3 blow 
3 blow noun.pl blows [count] 

1 ; a hard hit using a part of the body or an object ■ He deliv¬ 
ered a mighty blow with a club. • a blow with a hammer = a 
hammer blow • I caught/got him with a heavy blow in the 
third round. = I landed a heavy blow on him in the third 
round. ■ The two boxers exchanged blows. [=hit each other] 

■ The boxer rained blows on his opponent’s head. [=the box¬ 
er hit his opponent’s head many times] ■ The falling tile 
struck him with a glancing blow on the head. [=hit his head 
with less than full force and fell off to one side] — see also 

BODY BLOW, LOW BLOW 

2 a : something that is done to fight for or against something 

■ They struck a blow for freedom and against tyranny. [=they 
did something that helped freedom and opposed tyranny] b 
: a sudden event that causes trouble, damage, sorrow, etc. ■ 
Hopes of peace received a mortal blow when negotiations 
were blocked. ■ The injury to their best player was a serious 
blow to the team’s chances. [=the injury did serious harm to 
the team’s chances] ■ The death of his wife was a terrible/ 
shattering blow from which he never really recovered. ■ She 
was disappointed not to get the job, but the promise of an¬ 
other job cushioned/softened the blow. [=the promise of an¬ 
other job made her disappointment less painful or severe] 
come to blows : to begin fighting : to begin hitting each 

other ■ They almost came to blows during their argument. 
deal a blow see ‘deal 

— compare 2 blow 

blow—by—blow /‘bloubai’blou/ adj, always used before a 
noun : describing each thing that happens in a series ■ He 
gave us a blow-by-blow account/description of the meeting. 

blow-dried /'blou,draid/ ac(j : having blow-dried hair — 
sometimes used in a disapproving way in U.S. English to de¬ 
scribe someone (such as a television personality) who has a 
neat appearance but is not very intelligent or interesting • a 
blow-dried newscaster 

blow—dry*er /'bloi^draja 1 / noun, pi -dry-ers [count] : a 
handheld device that blows air and is used for drying hair ■ 
She dried her hair with a blow-dryer. — see picture at 
GROOMING 

— blow-dry /■blou.drai/ verb -dries; -dried; -dry.ing [+ 

obj] She washed and blow-dried her hair, [no obj] Always 
brush or comb while you blow-dry. — blow-dry noun, pi 
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-dries [count] ■ She gave her hair a quick blow-dry. 
blow-er /'blowa•/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a device that blows 
air • a leaf blower [=a device that is used for clearing away 
leaves from the ground by producing a strong current of air] 

— see also snowblower, whistle-blower 

on the blower Brit, informal + old-fashioned : on the tele¬ 
phone • When 1 finally got him on the blower [=(US) on the 
horn] he said he couldn’t come, 
blow-gun /*bloo,gAn/ noun, pi -guns [count] : a long nar¬ 
row tube that shoots out an arrow or dart when someone 
breathes into it quickly and forcefully 
blow-hard /’blouihaad/ noun, pi -hards [count] US, infor¬ 
mal + disapproving : a person who talks too much and who 
has strong opinions that other people dislike ■ She’s nice but 
her husband’s a real blowhard. [-windbag] 
blow-hole /'blou,houl/ noun, pi -holes [count] 

1 : a hole that is on the top of a whale or related animal’s 
head and is used by the animal for breathing 

2 : a hole in the ice to which seals and other animals that are 
living in the water under the ice come to breathe 

blow job noun, pi jobs [count] informal + offensive : the 
act of stimulating a man’s penis with the mouth for sexual 
pleasure 

blow-lamp /'blou.lsemp/ noun, pi -lamps [count] Brit 
: BLOWTORCH 

blown past participle of ' blow 
blOW-OUt /'blou,aut I noun, pi -outs [count] 

1 : a sudden loss of air caused by a hole or cut in a tire ■ The 
car crashed after one of its tires had a blowout. — see also 
‘blow 5 

2 informal : a large and informal social gathering : a big par¬ 
ty ■ We had a big blowout to celebrate his promotion. 

3 US, informal : an easy victory : a game or contest in which 
the winner defeats the loser by a large amount ■ The game 
was expected to be close but it turned out to be a blowout. • a 
blowout game 

— see also blow out at ‘blow 

blow-sy also blow-zy /'blauzi/ adj blow-si-er; -est [also 
more most ~] of a woman : not neat or clean in her cloth¬ 
ing or appearance and usually fat ■ a blowsy old woman 
blow-torch /'bloudoatf/ noun, pi -torch-es [count] US : a 
device that produces a very hot, narrow flame for doing 
work (such as melting metal to join pipes together) — called 
also (Brit) blowlamp 

blOW-Up /'blou,Ap/ noun, pi -ups [count] 

1 : a photograph that has been made larger ■ The blowup of 
the photograph was easy to frame. 

2 a : an angry argument ■ The two of them had a big blowup 
about something trivial, b : an occurrence in which some¬ 
one becomes very angry : an angry outburst ■ The coach's 
latest blowup occurred when one of his players arrived late. 

— see also blow up at ‘blow 

blowy /'blowi/ adj blow-i-er; -est : breezy, windy ■ a 
blowy March day 

BLT /,bi:,El'ti:/ noun, pi BLTs [count] US : a bacon, lettuce, 
and tomato sandwich 

1 blub-ber /'blAba/ noun [noncount] : the fat on whales and 
some other animals that live in the water 
2 blubber verb -bers; -bered; -ber-ing [no obj] : to cry in a 
noisy and annoying way ■ Oh, stop blubbering, you big baby! 

1 blud-geon /'blAcfcan/ verb -geons; -geoned; -geon-ing 

[+ obj] 

1 : to hit (someone or something) very hard • The victim was 
bludgeoned to death with a hammer. 

2 : to use arguments or threats to force (someone) to do 
something ■ He was bludgeoned [=bullied] into accepting the 
deal. 

2 bludgeon noun, pi -geons [count] 

1 : a heavy stick that usually has one thick end and is used as 
a weapon 

2 : something that is used to attack or bully someone ■ the 
bludgeon of satire 

1 blue /'blu:/ adj blu-er; blu-est 

1 : having the color of the clear sky • a blue house/car/shirt/ 
pen • his bright blue eyes ■ the deep blue ocean — see also 
BABY BLUE, BLACK-AND-BLUE, COBALT BLUE, NAVY BLUE, 
ROYAL BLUE, SKY BLUE, TRUE-BLUE 

2 : sad or unhappy ■ Are you feeling bluel — see also BLUES 
blue in the face If you do something until you are blue in 

the face, you do it for a very long time without having any 
success or making any difference. ■ I talked to him until I 


was blue in the face , but he wouldn’t listen to me. 
blue with cold or blue from the cold chiefly Brit, of a per¬ 
son or body part : blue from being exposed to cold for too 
long ■ Her hands and feet are blue with cold. • He was shiv¬ 
ering and blue from the cold. 

go blue Brit: to turn blue from being cold or not breathing ■ 
The baby stopped breathing and went blue, 
talk a blue streak US : to talk rapidly and without stopping 
■ Sheesh! Your friend really talks a blue streak ! 

— blue-ness noun [noncount] ■ the blueness of the ocean 
2 blue noun, pi blues 

1 : the color of the clear sky [noncount] Her favorite color 
is blue. • shades of blue ■ He was dressed in blue. [=blue cloth¬ 
ing] ■ The sky was overcast, but here and there 1 could see a 
patch of blue. [=blue sky] [count] a mixture of blues and 
greens — see color picture on page Cl 

2 the blue literaiy : the sky or the sea • They sailed off into 
the blue. 

out of the blue : without warning : in a surprising or unex¬ 
pected way ■ Then, out of the blue , he sold his house and 
left the country. 

blue baby noun, pi ~ -bies [count] : a baby that has bluish 
skin usually because its heart is not working correctly 
blue-bell /'blu:,bel/ noun, pi -bells [count] : a plant with 
blue flowers that are shaped like bells 
blue-ber-ry /'blu:,beri/ noun, pi -ries [count] : a small 
round fruit with blue, purple, or blackish skin ■ We picked 
blueberries. ■ a pie made with blueberries — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ blueberry muffins/pie ■ a blueberry bush 
■ We went bluebeny picking. — see color picture on page C5 
blue-bird /'blu:,bad/MOU/I, pi -birds [count] : a small North 
American bird that is mostly blue with a blue, brown, or or¬ 
ange belly — see color picture on page C9 
blue blood noun, pi ~ bloods 

1 [noncount] : membership in a royal or socially important 
family ■ a woman of blue blood 

2 [count]: a member of a royal or socially important family • 
This is where the city’s blue bloods like to gather. 

— blue—blood»ed /'blm'blAdad/ adj [more most ~] • a 
blue-blooded family ■ blue-blooded sports like golf and polo 

blue book noun, pi ~ books 

1 [singular]: a report that is published by the government • 
The information is listed in the blue book. 

2 [count] US : a thin booklet with a blue cover and empty 
pages that is often used for writing the answers to test ques¬ 
tions in college 

3 [singular] US : a book that lists the current value of items 
(such as used cars) 

blue Cheese noun, pi ~ cheeses [count, noncount] : a 
kind of cheese that is white with lines of blue mold and that 
has a strong flavor 

blue-chip acjj, always used before a noun 

1 : valuable and likely to make a good profit: not likely to 
cause investors to lose money ■ blue-chip companies/stocks 

2 chiefly US : very good : EXCELLENT ■ a blue-chip [= -first- 
class, first-rate] artist/athlete/wine 

blue—COl-lar / l blu: l ka:la>/ adj : requiring physical work ■ 
blue-collar jobs [=jobs making things in a factory, fixing ma¬ 
chines. building things, etc.] : relating to or having jobs that 
require physical work ■ blue-collar [=working-class] workers/ 
families — compare pink-collar, white-collar 
blue-fish / l blu:,fiJV noun, pi bluefish [count] : a type of 
fish that lives in the ocean and is caught by people for food 
and for sport — see color picture on page C8 
blue-grass /'blu:,gras, Brit 'blu:,gra:s/ noun [noncount] : a 
type of traditional American music that is played on stringed 
instruments (such as banjos and fiddles) 
blue jay noun, pi ~ jays [count] : a common American bird 
that is mostly blue — see color picture on page C9 
blue jeans noun [plural] : pants made of a strong blue cloth 
(called denim) ■ He was wearing (a pair of) blue jeans. — see 
color picture on page C14 

blue law noun, pi laws [count] US : an old law that for¬ 
bids people from doing certain things (such as working or 
selling alcohol) on Sundays 
blue moon noun 

once in a blue moon : very rarely ■ It happens once in a 
blue moon. 

blue-print /'blu:,print/ noun, pi -prints [count] 

1 : a photographic print that shows how something (such as 
a building) will be made ^ Blueprints are often sheets of 




blue ribbon • B movie 


170 


blue paper with white lines on them. ■ architectural blue¬ 
prints — often used figuratively • Each cell contains the or¬ 
ganism’s genetic blueprint. 

2 : a detailed plan of how to do something • a blueprint for 
success ■ a blueprint for reforming the public school system 
blue ribbon noun, pi -bons [count] Chiefly US : a deco¬ 
rative piece of blue cloth that is given to the winner in a con¬ 
test or competition ■ Our pie won the blue ribbon at the 
county fair. — called also (Brit) blue ribband /'riband/ 
blue-ribbon adj, always used before a noun, US : made up 
of people who have special knowledge, abilities, etc. • a blue- 
ribbon committee/panel 
blues /'blu:z/ noun 

1 the blues : a feeling of sadness or depression • I’ve got (a 
case of) the blues. [=1 have been feeling sad/depressed] 

2 [noncount] : a style of music that was created by African- 
Americans in the southern U.S. and that often expresses feel¬ 
ings of sadness ■ a band that plays blues and jazz — often 
used with the • She sings the blues. — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ a blues singer — sometimes used figuratively ■ 
He’s been singing the blues [=feeling sad and discouraged] 
since he lost his job. — see also rhythm and blues 

— blue-sy /'bluizi/ adj blues-i-er; -est ■ bluesy music ■ a 
band with a bluesy sound 

blue*StOCk«ing /'blu:,sta:kiij/ noun, pi -ings [count] old- 
fashioned + often disapproving : an educated woman who is 
interested in books and ideas 

blue Whale noun, pi ~ whales [count] : a very large bluish- 
gray whale The blue whale is the largest living animal. 

1 bluff /'bUf/ verb bluffs; bluffed; bluff-ing 

1 : to pretend that you will do something or that you know 
or have something in order to trick someone into doing what 
you want [no obj] Don’t listen to his threats—he’s just bluff¬ 
ing. [=he will not really do what he threatens to do] • She says 
someone else has made her a higher offer, but I think she’s 
bluffing. ■ He’s a terrible card player—you can always tell 
when he’s bluffing. [=when he’s pretending that he has better 
cards than he actually has] [+ obj] Don’t listen to his 
threats—he’s just bluffing you. ■ I managed to bluff my way 
into the show without a ticket. [=1 got into the show by bluff¬ 
ing] ■ I bluffed my way through the interview. 

2 [+ obj] US : to pretend to do or make (something) • The 
catcher bluffed [-faked, feigned] a throw to first base. 

2 bluff noun, pi bluffs [count] \ a false threat or claim that is 
meant to get someone to do something ■ She says someone 
else has made her a higher offer, but 1 think it’s just a bluff, 
call your bluff If you have made a bluff or a threat and 
people call your bluff, they tell you to do the thing you 
have threatened to do because they do not believe that you 
will really do it. ■ When she threatened to quit her job, her 
boss called her bluff and told her she could leave if she 
wanted to. 

— compare 3 bluff 

3 bluff noun, pi bluffs [count] : a high, steep area of land 
: cliff ■ They stood on the bluffs overlooking the Pacific 
Ocean. — compare 2 bluff 

4 bluff adj [more most ~] : having a very open, honest, and 
direct way of talking that is friendly but not always polite ■ a 
bluff, easygoing fellow 

blu-ish /'blu.wij/ adj [more most —] : somewhat blue ■ a 

bluish green [=a shade of green that is somewhat blue] 

1 blun*der /'blAnda-/ verb -ders; -dered; -der-ing [no obj] 

1 : to move in an awkward or confused way • We blundered 
along through the woods until we finally found the trail. ■ 
Another skier blundered into his path. — often used figura¬ 
tively ■ a nation that is blundering into war 

2 : to make a stupid or careless mistake ■ The government 
blundered by not acting sooner. 

— blundering adj ■ a bunch of blundering idiots 

2 blunder noun, pi -ders [count] : a bad mistake made be¬ 
cause of stupidity or carelessness ■ The accident was the re¬ 
sult of a series of blunders. • a political/tactical blunder 

blun*der*buss /'bUnda^bAs/ noun, pi -bus-ses [count] 
: an old-fashioned kind of gun with a wide opening at the 
end 

1 blunt /'blAnt/ adj blunt-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : having a thick edge or point : not sharp ■ scissors with 
blunt [-rounded] ends ■ He was hit over the head with a blunt 
instrument [=an object without sharp edges or points] 
Blunt trauma is a serious injury caused by being hit by some¬ 
thing that does not have sharp edges. ■ She suffered blunt 
trauma to the head. 


2 : saying or expressing something in a very direct way that 
may upset some people ■ blunt language ■ a blunt statement ■ 
To be perfectly blunt , I find her annoying. • He was blunt 
about needing more privacy. 

— blunMy adv • She bluntly refused their offer. ■ Tb put it 
bluntly, I think he’s out of his mind. — blunt-ness noun 
[noncount] ■ He replied with characteristic bluntness. 

2 blunt verb blunts; blunt-ed; blunt-ing [+ obj] : to make 
(something) less sharp ■ a weapon blunted by use — often 
used figuratively • The stress and fatigue had blunted [=weak~ 
ened] his reflexes. ■ They tried to blunt [=soften] their criti¬ 
cism by praising her energy and enthusiasm. 

1 blur /'bla-/ noun, pi blurs 

1 [count] : something that you cannot see clearly — usually 
singular ■ He passed by in a blur of motion. • As the train 
sped on, everything outside the window was a blur. ■ I looked 
out at the blur of faces in the audience. • The letters are just a 
blur without my glasses. 

2 [singular] : something that is difficult to remember • The 
whole weekend is just a blur to me. [=1 don’t remember the 
events of the weekend very clearly] 

— blur-ry /'blari/ adj blur-ri-er, -est [or more most ~] ■ 
a blurry image ■ She’s suffering from blurry vision. • The 
letters are blurry [= blurred] without my glasses. 

2 blur verb blurs; blurred; blur-ring 

1 [+ obj] : to make (something) unclear or difficult to see or 
remember ■ a technique that blurs the edges of the image 
[=makes the edges of the image less sharp] • The tears in my 
eyes blurred the words on the page. • His novel is based on 
historical occurrences but it blurs the line/distinction be¬ 
tween fact and fiction. 

2 [no obj] : to become unclear or difficult to see or remem¬ 
ber • I was so tired that my vision/eyes started to blur. [=1 was 
not able to see clearly] ■ The two events have blurred togeth¬ 
er in my mind. 

— blurred adj [more most ~] ■ The writing is blurred 
[=blurry] but I think I can read it. ■ The patient’s symptoms 
include blurred vision. • a blurred memory 

blurb /'blab/ noun, pi blurbs [count] : a short description 
that praises something (such as a book) so that people will 
want to buy it ■ a blurb on a book jacket 
blurt /'bla*/ verb blurts; blurt-ed; blurt-ing [+ obj] : to say 
(something) suddenly and without thinking about how peo¬ 
ple will react ■ “Gosh, you look awful!” she blurted. — usual¬ 
ly + out * He accidentally blurted out an obscenity. ■ She 
blurted out the answer. 

1 blush /'blAj/ verb blush-es; blushed; blush-ing [no obj] 

1 : to become red in your face because you are ashamed, 
embarrassed, confused, etc. ■ He blushed at the compliment. 
• The unexpected attention made her blush (with embarrass¬ 
ment). 

2 : to be embarrassed ■ I blush to admit it, but you’ve caught 
me in an error. 

2 blush noun, pi blushes 

1 [count] : the red color that spreads over your face when 
you are ashamed, embarrassed, confused, etc. ■ The com¬ 
ment brought a blush to her cheeks. 

2 [count] : a slight red or pink color • The fruit is yellow, with 
a blush of pink. 

3 [noncount] US : a cream or powder that some people put 
on their cheeks to make their cheeks pink or reddish ■ She 
put on a little lipstick and blush. — called also (chiefly Brit) 
blush *er /■blA j&f 

at first blush see 1 first 
spare someone’s blushes see 2 spare 
blush wine noun, pi ^ wines [count, noncount]: wine that 
has a pink color 

1 blus*ter /'bUst &/ verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing 

1 : to speak in a loud and aggressive or threatening way [no 
obj] He brags and blusters, but he never really does what he 
says he’ll do. [+ obj] “I don’t want to hear it!” he blustered. 

2 [no obj] of wind : to blow loudly and violently ■ The wind 
blustered through the valley. 

— blustering adj • The storm brought blustering [=blustery] 
winds. ■ a Mustering bully 

2 bluster noun [noncount]: words that are loud and aggressive 
■ We were all tired of his macho bluster. 
blus*tery /'blAStari/ adj [more most ~] : blowing loudly 
and violently ■ blustery winds 

blvd. abbr boulevard • The letter was addressed to him at 
1066 Sunset Blvd. 

B movie noun, pi ^ -ies [count] : a movie that costs little 
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money to make and that is usually not considered to be very 
good 

BO abbr body odor ■ She refused to wear deodorant and had 
horrible BO. [=her body smelled very unpleasant] 
boa /'bowa/ noun, pi boas [count] 

1 : BOA CONSTRICTOR 

2 : a long scarf that is made of fur, feathers, or cloth ■ a pink 
feather boa 

boa constrictor noun, pi ~ -tors [count] : a large brown 
snake that crushes the animals it eats by squeezing them 
with its body and that lives in the tropical regions of Central 
and South America 
boar /'boa 1 / noun, pi boars [count] 

1 : a male pig 

2 : a wild pig — called also wild boar 
1 board /'boa-d/ noun, pi boards 

1 [count] : a long, thin, flat piece of wood • They nailed some 
boards over the broken window. ■ Cut the board lengthwise. 

2 [count] a : a flat piece of material (such as wood or card¬ 
board) that is used for a special purpose ■ They covered the 
board in fabric and pinned some photographs to it. ■ the 
board that is used to play games like chess and checkers b 
: bulletin board 1 ■ I saw a notice on the board calling for 
volunteers. —see also message board c : a large, 
smooth surface for writing on ■ Write the answers on the 
board. — see also blackboard, whiteboard 

3 [count] a : a group of people who manage or direct a 
company or organization ■ She sits on the bank’s board of di¬ 
rectors. = She’s a board member at the bank, b : a group of 
people who have been chosen to learn information about 
something, to give advice, etc. ■ a member of the advisory 
board = a board member ■ She is on the town’s planning/zon¬ 
ing board. ■ an investigative board [=(more commonly) pan¬ 
el] ■ The parole board has decided that the prisoner is not yet 
ready for release. — see also boardroom, school board 

4 [noncount] : daily meals that you pay for when you are 
paying to stay at a hotel, school, etc. ■ He’s looking for a 
place that provides board and lodging in the city. ■ (Brit) A 
week at the hotel with half board [=some meals] is of course 
less expensive than a week with full board. [=all meals] — see 
also ROOM AND BOARD 

5 [count] : circuit board 

6 boards [plural] US : special tests that you take when you 
want to be accepted as a student at a college or medical 
school • Did you pass the boards' ? 

7 the boards US : the low wooden wall that surrounds the 
playing surface in ice hockey ■ He crashed into the boards, 
across the board : in a way that includes or affects every¬ 
one or everything ■ We’ve been forced to cut spending 
across the board. — see also across-the-board 

go by the board or US go by the boards : to no longer be 
used or considered : to be discarded, rejected, or aban¬ 
doned ■ Many of his original theories have gone by the 
board in recent years as new evidence has accumulated. 
on board 1 : in or on a train, boat, etc. : aboard ■ She got 
on board the train. • The ship's passengers are all on board. 
• Is all the equipment on board (the boat/train/bus/plane)? 
2 : included among the group of people who support a 
particular goal, project, etc. ■ They needed to get more sen¬ 
ators on board for the bill to pass. 
sweep the board see 1 sweep 

take (something) on board Brit : to decide to accept or 
deal with (something, such as a suggestion or idea) ■ You 
will be pleased to note that we have taken your suggestions 
on board in formulating the present policy. 
tread the boards see ‘tread 
2 board verb boards; board»ed; board-ing 

1 a : to get into or onto (an airplane, a bus, a train, etc.) (+ 
obj] You must have a ticket in order to board the train. ■ The 
pirates tried to board the ship, but we fought them off. [no 
obj] We’re supposed to board at 10:15. • Passengers may now 
board, b : to put or allow (someone) into or onto an air¬ 
plane, a bus, a train, etc. [+ obj ] We’re now boarding all pas¬ 
sengers. [no obj] The flight is about to begin boarding. • Pas¬ 
sengers should remain in the boarding area. 

2 [+ obj ] : to cover or close (something) with pieces of wood ■ 
The caretaker boarded the window. — usually + up • The 
caretaker boarded up the window. ■ We decided to board up 
[=put boards over the windows and doors of] the old shed. 

3 a [+ obj] : to provide (someone) with daily meals and a 
place to live in exchange for money ■ They board guests dur¬ 
ing the summer season, b [no obj] : to pay for daily meals 


and a place to live ■ Many students board at the college. 

— see also boardinghouse, boarding school 
board*er /'boa , da7 noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who pays to live and have daily meals at another 
person’s house or at a school ■ She decided to take in board¬ 
ers. • Half of the students are boarders. 

2 : a person who uses a snowboard ■ an amateur boarder 
[=snowboarder\ 

board game noun, pi ~ games [count] : a game (such as 
chess) that is played by moving pieces on a special board 
board*ing*house /'bo^dii^haus/ noun, pi -hous-es 
[count] : a house where people pay to live and have daily 
meals 

boarding pass noun, pi ~ passes [count] US : a special 
piece of paper that you must have in order to be allowed to 
get onto an airplane ■ Please present your boarding pass to 
the flight attendant. — called also (Brit) boarding card 
boarding school noun, pi ~ schools : a school where 
students can live during the school term [count] He attend¬ 
ed a prestigious boarding school in Massachusetts, [tton- 
count] She was sent to boarding school when she was nine. 
board*room /'boat^ruim/ noun, pi -rooms [count] : a 
room where the group of people who manage or direct a 
company or organization have meetings ■ The directors are 
meeting in the boardroom. — often used before another 
noun ■ There was lots of boardroom intrigue surrounding the 
appointment of a new CEO. 

board*walk /'boa , d,wa:k/ noun, pi -walks [count] chiefly 
US : a wooden path along a beach ^ A boardwalk can be on 
the ground or raised above the ground several feet. 

1 boast /'boost/ verb boasts; boast*ed; boast-ing 

1 ; to express too much pride in yourself or in something 
you have, have done, or are connected to in some way [no 
obj] They boasted to their friends about their son’s salary. ■ 
She boasted of having won five games in a row. ■ That score 
is nothing to boast about. [=you shouldn’t be proud of that 
score; that score is not very good] [+ obj] He liked to boast 
that he was the richest man in town. ■ “I’ve sold more paint¬ 
ings than you ever will,” the artist boasted. 

2 [+ obj] : to have (something that is impressive) ■ The muse¬ 
um boasts some of the rarest gems in the world. ■ The school 
boasts a number of Nobel laureates among its graduates. 

2 boast noun, pi boasts [count] 

1 : a statement in which you express too much pride in 
yourself or in something you have, have done, or are con¬ 
nected to in some way ■ When he says he’s the richest man in 
town, he’s not just making an idle/empty boast. ■ We were of¬ 
fended by his boast that he would easily beat us. 

2 : a reason to be proud : something impressive that some¬ 
one or something has or has done • The museum’s proudest 
boast is its collection of rare gems. 

— boast*ful /'boustfal/ adj [more most ~] ■ a boastful per¬ 
son/remark — boast-ful*ly /'boustfali/ adv — boast-ful¬ 
ness noun [noncount] 

1 boat /'bout/ noun, pi boats [count] 

1 a : a small vehicle that is used for traveling on water ■ a 
fishing boat ■ He tied the boat to the dock, b ; a vehicle of 
any size that is used for traveling on water ■ Cruise ships and 
other boats filled the harbor. ■ traveling by boat across the 
ocean — see picture on next page; compare ship 

2 : a long and narrow container that is used for serving a 
sauce with a meal • a gravy /sauce boat 

fresh/just off the boat informal : recently arrived in a 
country ■ My parents met in New York when my father 
was fresh off the boat from Italy. 
in the same boat informal : in the same unpleasant or diffi¬ 
cult situation : affected by the same problem ■ We’re all in 
the same boat. 

miss the boat informal: to fail to use an opportunity ■ If I 
don’t act now I could miss the boat on this investment. 
push the boat out Brit, informal : to spend a lot of money 
: to be extravagant ■ We’re going to push the boat out and 
throw a big party to celebrate his recovery. 
rock the boat informal : to cause trouble by changing or 
trying to change a situation that other people do not want 
to change ■ Don’t rock the boat. ■ The system isn’t perfect, 
but it’s been this way for a long time and nobody wants to 
rock the boat. 

— boat-ful /'boutfal/ noun, pi -fuls [count] • a boatful 
[=(more commonly) boatload] of passengers 

2 boat verb boats; boat*ed; boat-ing [no obj]: to travel in a 
boat ■ We boated over to the island. 
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boat*er /'bouta*/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who travels in a boat • a favorite spot for plea¬ 
sure boaters 

2 : a stiff straw hat that has a brim and a flat top 
boat-house /'bout,haus/ noun, pi -hous-es [count] : a 

small building that is used for storing boats near a river or 
lake 

boating noun [noncount ] : the activity of going or traveling 
in a boat for pleasure ■ She enjoys hiking, boating, and fish¬ 
ing. ■ We went boating on the lake. — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ They own a store that sells boating equipment, 
boat*load /'bout,loud/ noun, pi -loads [count] : an amount 
or number that will fill a boat ■ a boatload of passengers — 
often used figuratively to refer to a very large number or 
amount • They made boatloads of money. = They made a 
boatload of money. • We bought souvenirs by the boatload. 
[=in large numbers; we bought many souvenirs] 
boat*man /'boutman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] : a per¬ 
son (especially a man) who works on, rents, or operates 
boats; especially : a person who you pay to take you some¬ 
where in a boat 

boat people noun [plural] : people who leave their country 
in boats in order to get away from a dangerous situation 
boat-swain or bo-sun /'bousn/ noun, pi -swains or 
-suns [count]: an officer on a ship whose job is to take care 
of the main body of the ship and all the ship’s equipment 
boat-yard /'bout,jafrd/ noun, pi -yards [count] : a place 
where boats are built, repaired, stored, rented, or sold 
1 bob /'ba:b/ verb bobs; bobbed; bob-bing : to move up 
and down quickly or repeatedly [no obj ] A cork was bobbing 
in the water. ■ The bird’s head bobbed up and down as it 
searched for food. [+ obj ] The bird bobbed its head up and 
down as it searched for food. 

bob for apples : to play a children’s game in which you try 
to grab floating or hanging apples with your teeth 
bob up [phrasal verb] informal: to appear suddenly or unex¬ 
pectedly « The question bobbed up [=(more commonly) 
popped up] again. 

— compare *bob 


2 bob noun, pi bobs [count] : a quick up-and-down motion ■ 
He greeted us with a bob of his head. — compare 3 BOB, 
5 bob 

3 bob noun.pl bobs [count] 

1 : a woman’s or child’s haircut in which the hair is all one 
length and usually at about the level of the person’s chin ■ 
She had her hair cut in a bob. 

2 : plumb bob 1 

3 : 2 float la 

bits and bobs see 1 bit 

- compare 2 bob, 5 bob 

4 bob verb bobs; bobbed; bob-bing [+ obj] 

1 : to cut (something, such as an animal’s tail) shorter ■ They 
bobbed [=cropped] the horse's tail for the show. 

2 : to cut (a person’s hair) so that it is all one length and usu¬ 
ally at about the level of the person’s chin • I hadn't seen her 
since she bobbed her hair. 

- compare 'BOB 

s bob noun, pi bob [count] Brit, informal : shilling • It costs 
five bob. ■ I’m always looking for ways to save a few bob. 
[=some money] — compare 2 bob, 3 bob 
Bob /'ba:b/ noun 

and Bob’s your uncle Brit, informal — used to say that 
something is easy to do or use • Just complete the form, 
pay the fee, and Bob's your unclel [=and there you go] 
bob-bin /'ba:ban/ noun, pi -bins [count] : a round object 
with flat ends and a tube in its center around which thread 
or yam is wound 

1 bob-ble /'baibal/ verb bob-bles; bob-bled; bob-bling 

1 [no obj] : to move up and down quickly or repeatedly ■ a 
doll with a head that bobbles [=bobs] up and down 

2 [+ obj] US : to handle (something, such as a ball) in a clum¬ 
sy or awkward way : to fail to catch (something): fumble • 
The catcher hobbled the ball. 

2 bobble noun, pi bobbles [count] 

1 US : a mistake that occurs when a player fails to catch or 
handle the ball properly in baseball, football, etc. • a bobble 
that cost them the game — sometimes used figuratively - 
The show went well with only a minor bobble. [=mistake] 

2 chiefly Brit : a small ball of fabric that is used for decora- 
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tion • The curtains have a series of bobbles along the edge. ■ a 
woolly hat with a bobble [=(US) pom-pom ] on top 
bob'by /'ba:bi/ noun, pi bob-bies [count] Brit, old- 
fashioned + informal : police officer ■ a bobby on his beat 
bobby pin noun, pi ~~ pins [count] US : a thin piece of met¬ 
al that is bent so that the ends are close together and that is 
used for holding hair in place — called also (Brit) hairgrip ; 
see picture at grooming 

bobby socks or bobby sox noun [plural] US : girls’ socks 
that cover the foot, ankle, and a small part of the lower leg 
bob-cat /'ba:b,k 2 et/ noun, pi -cats [count] : a kind of large 
wild cat that has a short tail and that lives in North America 
bob-sled /'ba:b,sled/ noun, 
pi -sleds [count] US : a small 
vehicle for two or four peo¬ 
ple that slides over snow and 
ice and is used for racing ■ He 
drove a bobsled in the winter 
Olympics. — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ the bob¬ 
sled competition ■ an Olym¬ 
pic bobsled team — called 
also (Brit) bobsleigh 

- bob-sled-der 
/'ba:b,sleds*/ noun, pi -ers 
[count] • an Olympic bob- 
sledder - bob-sled-ding 
/'ba:b,slcdir)/ noun [noncount] • He competed in bobsled¬ 
ding at the winter Olympics. 

bob-sleigh /'baib&lei/ noun, pi -sleighs [count] Brit : bob¬ 
sled 

— bob-sleigh-er /'bccbjsleja 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] — bob- 
sleigh-ing /‘ba:b,slejir)/ noun [noncount] 

bOC-cie or boc-ci or boc-ce /'bcntfi/ noun [noncount] US 
: a game in which players roll heavy balls across an area of 
ground and try to get each ball to stop as near as possible to 
a smaller ball 

bod /*ba:d/ noun, pi bods [count] informal 

1 chiefly US : a person’s body ■ guys with hot bods 

2 Brit : a person : fellow ■ Some bod from the office rang 
you. ■ He’s a bit of an odd bod , but I quite like him. 

bO-da-CiOUS /bou'deijas/ adj [more most ~] US, infor¬ 
mal 

1 : very good or impressive ■ a singer with a bodacious voice 

2 : sexually attractive ■ bodacious babes 

bode /'boud/ verb bodes; bod-ed; bod-ing [+ obj]: to be 
a sign of (a future event or situation) ■ This could bode disas¬ 
ter for all involved. If something bodes well or bodes ill , it 

is a sign that something good or bad will happen. • The news 
doesn't bode well for us. ■ Her injury bodes ill for the team, 
bod-ice /'bcudas/ noun, pi -ic-es [count] : the upper part of 
a dress 

1 bodi-ly /'ba.dali/ adj : relating to the body : having to do 
with a person’s or animal’s body ■ bodily functions/fluids ■ 
The victim suffered serious bodily injury/harm. 

2 bodily adv 

1 : by moving someone’s body ■ The police removed them 
bodily, [-forcibly] ■ The blast lifted him bodily into the air. 

2 : as an entire structure rather than in pieces ■ The house 
will have to be moved bodily to the new site. 

body /*ba:di/ noun, pi bod-ies 

1 [count] a : a person’s or animal’s whole physical self ■ the 
human body • a part of the body • Her body is very muscular. 
■ A bird’s body is covered in feathers. — often used before 
another noun ■ body weight/fat ■ body parts ■ A person’s nor¬ 
mal body temperature [=(Brit) blood heat] is 98.6 degrees 
Fahrenheit or 37 degrees Celsius, b : a dead person or ani¬ 
mal ■ The body [-corpse] was shipped home for burial. C 
: the main physical part of a person or animal ■ This species 
has a black body and a white head. ■ She held her arms tight¬ 
ly against her body. 

2 [count] : the part of a vehicle that does not include the en¬ 
gine, wheels, etc. ■ There was extensive damage to the truck’s 
body. ■ The body of the bus is almost entirely rusted out. 

3 [count] : the main or most important part of something 
written ■ The (main) body of the text/letter is devoted to a 
description of the author’s childhood home. 

4 [count] : an object that is separate from other objects ■ 
heavenly/celestial bodies , such as the moon, the planets, and 
the stars A foreign body is an object that is inside some¬ 
thing (such as someone’s body) where it should not be. ■ The 
X-ray showed a foreign body in his stomach. ■ Dust particles 


and other foreign bodies can irritate the eyes. 

5 [count] : a large area of water — used in the phrase body of 
water ■ This lake is the largest body of water in the state. 

6 [count] : a group of people who are involved together in 
the same job, activity, etc. ■ a body of troops • the student 
body • the state’s legislative body [=the group of people who 
make the state’s laws] 

7 [count] : a group of things that are related or connected in 
some way ■ They’ve accumulated quite a body of evidence. ■ 
a writer with an impressive body of work 

8 [noncount] of wine : a strong and appealing flavor ■ a wine 
with full body 

9 [noncount] of hair : a thick and appealing quality ■ hair that 
lacks body 

10 [count] : the section of a piece of clothing that covers the 
main part of a person’s body ■ the body of a wetsuit 

11 [count] old-fashioned : a human being : person — usual¬ 
ly singular ■ What’s a body to do? • It was just some poor 
body looking for work. 

body and soul : with all of your energy and enthusiasm ■ 
He devoted himself body and soul to the cause. 
keep body and soul together : to have or get enough food 
and money to survive ■ She kept body and soul together by 
working two jobs. 

over my dead body informal — used to say that you are 
very determined to not let something happen ■ “We’re get¬ 
ting married.’’ “ Over my dead body] ” ■ I told her she could 
go with them over my dead body. 
body bag noun, pi ~ bags [count] : a large bag that a dead 
person’s body is put in to be carried or moved to another 
place 

body blow noun, pi ~ blows [count] : a hard hit to a per¬ 
son’s body — usually used figuratively to describe a sudden 
event or occurrence that causes severe trouble, damage, sor¬ 
row, etc. ■ The economy has taken some serious body blows 
in the past few years. ■ The latest attack has dealt a real body 
blow to the chances for peace. 

body-build-ing / , ba , .di,bildii 3 / noun [noncount] : the activ¬ 
ity of doing exercises (such as lifting weights) to make the 
muscles of your body larger and stronger • She’s been doing 
competitive bodybuilding for a few years now. — often used 
before another noun ■ a bodybuilding competition 
— body-build-er /'bcndiibilda 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] ■ pro¬ 
fessional bodybuilders 

body Clock noun, pi ~ clocks [count] : a system in the 
body that controls when you need to sleep, eat, etc. ■ It takes 
a while for my body clock to get adjusted when I fly from 
New York to London. — compare biological clock 
body count noun, pi ~ counts [count] : the number of 
people killed in a war, disaster, etc. ■ The rising body count 
fueled opposition to the war. 

body double noun, pi ~ doubles [count] : a person who 
takes an actor's place in a movie or television show for cer¬ 
tain scenes (such as sex scenes) 
body-guard /‘bcr.dhgaad/ noun, pi -guards : a person or 
group of people whose job is to protect someone [count] 
They entered the building surrounded by bodyguards, [non¬ 
count] a member of the royal bodyguard 
body language noun [noncount] : movements or positions 
of the body that express a person’s thoughts or feelings ■ We 
could tell from his body language that he was nervous, 
body mass index noun, pi ~ indexes [count] : a mea¬ 
surement that shows the amount of fat in your body and that 
is based on your weight and height ■ A person with a body 
mass index of more than 30 is considered to be obese, 
body odor noun [noncount] : an unpleasant smell from the 
body of a person who has been sweating or is not clean — 
abbr. BO 

body politic noun 

the body politic formal: all the people in a particular coun¬ 
try considered as a single group ■ The article examines the 
language politicians use to appeal to the body politic. 
body shop noun, pi ~ shops [count] : a place where the 
bodies of vehicles are repaired ■ My car is at the body shop 
having the dent in the door fixed, 
body Stocking noun, pi ~ -ings [count] : a piece of cloth¬ 
ing that fits tightly and covers the body from the neck to the 
ankles 

body-suit /'ba:di,su:t/ noun, pi -suits [count] : a piece of 
clothing that fits tightly and covers the body except for the 
legs and sometimes the arms • a gymnast’s bodysuit 
Boer /‘boa 1 / noun, pi Boers [count] : a South African person 
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of Dutch descent: Afrikaner 
bof-fin /'ba:fan/ noun, pi -fins [count] chiefly Brit, informal 
: a research scientist ■ Our boffins finally broke the enemy’s 
code! 

bof-fo /'bcr.foo/ acij [more —; most —] US slang : extremely 
good or successful ■ a boffo idea • The store’s been doing bof- 
fo business this year. [=the store has been very successful] 
1 bog f'boi.gj noun, pi bogs : an area of soft, wet land 
: marsh [count] a kind of plant that commonly grows in 
bogs ■ a peat bog [noncount] areas of bog ■ bog plants/grasses 

— often used figuratively to refer to a situation that is com¬ 
plicated or difficult ■ a bog of anxiety/uncertainty 

— compare 3 bog 

— bog-gy /'ba:gi/ adj bog*gi*er; -est [or more most ~] ■ 

boggy soil 

2 bog verb bogs; bogged; bog-ging 

bog down [phrasal verb] 1 bog (something) down or bog 
down (something) : to cause (something) to sink in wet 
ground ■ The mud bogged down the car. — usually used as 
(be) bogged down ■ The car got bogged down in the mud. — 
often used figuratively ■ It’s easy to get bogged down in de¬ 
tails. ■ The extra demand can bog down the system. 2 ; to 
become stuck in wet ground ■ The car bogged down in the 
mud. — often used figuratively ■ The story bogs down after 
the second chapter. ■ The extra demand can cause the sys¬ 
tem to bog down. 

3 bog noun, pi bogs [count] Brit slang : a room with a toilet ■ 
go to the bog [=; bathroom, toilet] ■ We’ve run out of bog pa¬ 
per. [=toilet paper] — compare 1 bog 
1 bo-gey also bo-gie or bo*gy /‘bougi/ noun, pi bo*geys 
also bo-gies 

1 golf: a score that is one more than the official standard 
score for a particular hole : a score of one stroke over par on 
a hole [count] He made/scored a bogey on the second hole. 
[noncount] He made bogey on the second hole. — compare 
birdie, eagle; see also double bogey 

2 [count] : something that causes fear or worry ■ The admin¬ 
istration is trying to protect the economy from the bogey of 
recession. [=the administration is worried that a recession 
might occur and is trying to prevent one] 

3 [count] Brit, informal : booger 

2 bogey verb -geys; -geyed; -gey-ing [+ obj] golf: to score a 
bogey on (a hole) ■ She birdied the first hole but bogeyed the 
second hole. 

bo-gey-man /'bogi,m£en/ noun, pi -men /-,mcn/ [count] 

1 : an imaginary monster that is used to frighten children ■ 
My aunt used to say to my sister and me, “The bogeyman 
will get you if you’re bad." 

2 : a person who is hated or feared by a group of people ■ a 
politician who is the familiar bogeyman of conservatives 

bog-gle /'ba.gal /verb bog-gles; bog-gled; bog-gling in¬ 
formal 

1 [no obj] : to be unable to think clearly : to be amazed or 
overwhelmed • The mind boggles at what he has accom¬ 
plished. = When I think of what he has accomplished, my 
mind boggles. [=1 am amazed by what he has accomplished] 

2 [+ obj] : to make (the mind) unable to think clearly : to 
amaze or overwhelm (the mind) ■ It boggles the mind to 
think of what he has accomplished. = His accomplishments 
boggle my mind. — see also mind-boggling 

bog— Standard ad), Brit, informal: having no special or in¬ 
teresting qualities : average • a bog-standard speech ■ It’s 
just a bog-standard school. 

bo-giJS /'bougas/ adj, informal : not real or genuine : fake 
or false • It was just a bogus claim. ■ They conducted bogus 
experiments. ■ The evidence was completely bogus. 
bo-he-mi-an /bou'hr.mijan/ noun, pi -ans [count] : a per¬ 
son (such as an artist or writer) who does not follow society’s 
accepted rules of behavior 

— bohemian adj [more most ~] ■ an artist known for his 
bohemian way of life ■ He lived in the bohemian part of the 
city. — bo-he-mi*an«ism /bou'hiimija^izam/ noun [non¬ 
count] ■ They followed a life of bohemianism. 

1 boil /'bojal/ verb boils; boiled; boibing 

1 a [no obj] : to become so hot that bubbles are formed in a 
liquid and rise to the top ■ Let the water boil. • Keep the tem¬ 
perature low enough so the mixture will not boil. ■ a pot of 
boiling water ■ The kettle (of water) is boiling. = The water in 
the kettle is boiling. ■ french fries cooked in boiling oil ■ Cook 
the mixture until the liquid has boiled away. [=until the liq¬ 
uid has gone; until all of the liquid has turned into steam] b 
[+ obj] : to heat (a liquid or a container with liquid in it) so 


that bubbles are formed and rise to the top ■ Boil (up) some 
water. ■ Can you boil a kettle (of water) for tea? 

2 : to cook (something) in water that is boiling [+ obj] Boil 
the eggs/vegetables. ■ Make sure you boil (up) a lot of pota¬ 
toes. ■ boiled eggs/potatoes [no obj] He put some potatoes 
on to boil. [=he put a pot with potatoes and water in it on the 
stove and turned the burner on] ■ The pasta is boiling. 

3 [no obj]: to feel a strong emotion (such as anger) — + with 
■ The crowd boiled [^seethed] with anger. 

a watched pot never boils The expression a watched pot 
never boils means that time passes very slowly when you 
are waiting for something to happen if that is the only 
thing you are thinking about. 

boil down [phrasal verb] 1 a : to become reduced in 
amount by boiling ■ Let the sauce boil down and thicken, 
b boll (something) down or boil down (something) : to re¬ 
duce the amount of (a liquid) by boiling it ■ Boil down the 
sauce so that it thickens. 2 boil (something) down or boil 
down (something) : to make (something) short or simple 
by removing the parts that are not important or necessary ■ 
He was able to boil down [= condense ] the report to a brief 
summary. 3 boil down to (something) : to have (some¬ 
thing) as the main or basic part • His speech boiled down to 
[=was basically] a plea for more money. ■ Their objections 
all boil down to one thing: cost. • You can get advice from 
many sources, but it all boils down to common sense. [=you 
should be guided by common sense] 
boil over [phrasal verb] 1 : to flow over the side of a con¬ 
tainer while boiling ■ The water in the pot is boiling over. = 
The pot (of water) is boiling over. 2 a : to become violent 
or to lose control because of anger ■ He’s so mad that he’s 
ready to boil over, b : to change into something more vio¬ 
lent ■ Their disagreement finally boiled over into a fight. 
boil up [phrasal verb] : to grow toward a dangerous level ■ 
He could feel the anger boiling up inside him. [=he could 
feel himself becoming very angry] ■ Problems have been 
boiling up in the cities during the hot summer. 
make someone’s blood boil see blood 
2 boil noun, pi boils 

1 [singular] of a liquid: the act or state of boiling ■ (US) Bring 
the water to a boil. = (chiefly Brit) Bring the water to the boil. 
[=boil the water] ■ (US) The kettle on the stove came to a 
boil. = (chiefly Brit) The kettle on the stove came to the boil. 
[=the kettle began to boil] • She put the kettle (of water) on 
the boil. [=she put the kettle on a hot burner so that the wa¬ 
ter in it would boil] ■ The mixture should be cooked at a slow 
boll. [=with small bubbles rising slowly to the surface of the 
liquid] ■ Bring the pot to a rolling boil. [=to a state where 
large bubbles rise quickly to the surface of the liquid] 

2 [count] US : a dish of shellfish, vegetables, and spices that 
is cooked by boiling ■ a crab/shrimp boil', also : a party at 
which this dish is served ■ They invited their family and 
friends to a crab boil on the beach. 

off the boil Brit, informal ; into a state that is less good than 
before ■ After two hit singles, the band went off the boil. 
[=the band was not as successful] 
on the boil Brit, informal ; in a state of activity or develop¬ 
ment ■ The deal is still on the boil. ■ kept their romance on 
the boil 

— compare 3 boil 

3 boil noun, pi boils [count]: a painful, swollen area under the 
skin that is caused by infection — compare 2 BOIL 
boiled sweet noun, pi ~ sweets [count] Brit : hard can¬ 
dy 

boil-er /'boilay noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a large container in which water is heated to produce 
steam in an engine — see also double boiler 

2 chiefly Brit: furnace b 

boil-er-plate /'boila'ipleit/ noun [noncount] US : phrases or 
sentences that are a standard way of saying something and 
are often used ■ The last paragraph of the contract was legal 
boilerplate. [=the last paragraph was exactly the same as 
paragraphs in other contracts] — often used before another 
noun ■ a boilerplate speech that she has given many times 
boiler room noun, pi ~ rooms [count] 

1 : a room with equipment for heating a building or ship : a 
room in which a boiler is located 

2 US : a room with many telephones that are used by people 
who call strangers and use dishonest or forceful methods to 
try to sell them something 

boil-er-suit /'bodysuit/ noun, pi -suits Brit : coverall 
1 boil*ing /'boilirj/ acfj : very hot ■ a boiling sun ■ a boiling 
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summer day ■ I’m boiling in this suit. ■ It is boiling in here. 
2 boiling adv : very or extremely ■ The sun was boiling hot. ■ 
He is boiling mad at how he was treated, 
boiling point noun, pi ~ points 

1 [count] : the temperature at which a liquid begins to boil ■ 
The boiling point of water is 212° Fahrenheit or 100° Celsius. 

2 : the point at which people might do or say something vio¬ 
lent or might take some definite or extreme action because 
of anger, disagreement, etc. [count] — usually singular ■ The 
incident brought tensions to a boiling point. ■ He sensed he 
had reached his boiling point. ■ (< chiefly US) Tempers are 
reaching the boiling point, [noncount] {Brit) Tempers are 
reaching boiling point. 

bois*ter«OUS /'boistras/ adj [more most ~] : very noisy 
and active in a lively way ■ A large and boisterous crowd at¬ 
tended the concert. ■ a boisterous drinking party ■ He had a 
big, boisterous [=hearty] laugh. 

— bois-ter-ous-ly adv ■ They laughed boisterously. 

bok choy {US) /'bcuk'tfoi/ or Brit pak choi /'paik'tfoi/ 
noun [noncount] : a type of cabbage originally from China 
that has green leaves with thick, white stems 
1 bold /‘bould/ adj bold-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 a : not afraid of danger or difficult situations ■ The area 
was settled by bold [-brave, courageous] pioneers. ■ Few pol¬ 
iticians have been bold enough to oppose the plan to cut tax¬ 
es. b : showing or needing confidence or lack of fear ■ It’s a 
bold plan that might fail. ■ Hiring a novice was a bold move. 

2 : very confident in a way that may seem rude or foolish ■ 
He punished the bold child for talking back. ■ He was/made 
so bold as to guarantee a victory. [=he confidently guaran¬ 
teed a victory] ■ I’d like to offer a few criticisms, if I may be 
so bold. 

3 : very noticeable or easily seen ■ She wore a dress with bold 
stripes. ■ The painting is done in bold colors. 

4 literary : very steep ■ bold cliffs 

5 : bold-faced 2 ■ The headline was printed in large, bold 
type/lettering. 

(as) bold as brass : not afraid at all : very confident or 
bold ■ I was too nervous to do it, but my sister went right 
up to him (as) bold as brass and asked for his autograph. 

- bold-ly adv «He was boldly direct. ■ a boldly original 
painting ■ a boldly striped shirt — bold-ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

2 bold noun [noncount] : boldface 
bold-face /'bouldjfeis/ noun [noncount] : letters that are 
printed in thick, dark lines ■ The headline was printed in 
boldface. — see picture at font 
bold-faced /'bould'feist ! adj, chiefly US 

1 [more most —] disapproving : very obvious and showing 
no feeling of doing something wrong : blatant ■ a bold¬ 
faced lie ■ He is a bold-faced [=b aid faced, barefaced] liar. 

2 usually boldfaced : having thick dark lines ■ The headline 
was printed in boldfaced [=bold] type. : printed in boldface ■ 
a boldfaced headline 

bo-le-ro /ba'lerou/ noun, pi -ros [count] 

1 : a type of Spanish dance; also : the music for this dance 

2 : a short jacket that does not close at the front 

boll /'boul/ noun, pi bolls [count] : the part of the cotton 
plant that contains the seeds 
bol-lard /'baila-d/ noun, pi -lards [count] 

1 Brit: a post that prevents vehicles from going into an area 
where people can wait in the middle of a road 

2 : a post around which a rope may be tied to keep a boat 
close to land 

bol-lix /'bailiks/ verb -lix-es; -lixed; -lix-ing [+ obj] US, in¬ 
formal ; to make mistakes in doing (something) : to upset or 
ruin (something) ■ That delay has bollixed our schedule. — 
usually + up ■ I bollixed up my income tax form and had to 
pay a penalty. ■ That one delay has bollixed up [=messed up] 
my whole week. 

boMockS /'ba:bks/ noun, Brit, informal + impolite 

1 [noncount] : foolish or untrue words or ideas : nonsense 
• They always say we talk bollocks. ■ It’s all bollocks. I don’t 
believe a word of it. 

2 [plural] \ testicles ■ She kicked him in the bollocks. 
boll weevil noun, pi ~ -vils [count] : a small insect that 

feeds on cotton plants 

bo-lo-gna /ba'louni/ noun [noncount] : a wide cooked sau¬ 
sage that is cut into thin pieces and eaten in sandwiches ■ a 
slice of bologna • a bologna sandwich 
bo-lo tie /'boulou-/ or bo-la tie /'boula-/ noun, pi ~ ties 
[count] US : a string that is worn around the neck and is held 


in place by a decorative piece in the front — called also bolo 
Bolo ties are worn as neckties by men mainly in the west¬ 
ern half of the U.S. 

Bol-she-vik /'bouljajvik, noun, pi -viks [count] 

: a member of the political party that started to rule Russia 
in 1917 or a member of a similar political party : COMMU¬ 
NIST 

— Bolshevik adj ■ the Bolshevik leader ■ the Bolshevik revo¬ 
lution/state 

bol-shie or bol-shy /'boulji, 'ba:lji/ adj [more most ~] 
Brit, informal : refusing to obey or help ■ He turned bolshie 
and uncooperative. <*■ The word bolshie is a shortened form 
of Bolshevik. 

1 bol-ster /•boulsta*/ verb -sters; -stered; -sterling [+ obj] 

: to make (something) stronger or better : to give support to 
(something) ■ She came with me to bolster my confidence. ■ a 
convincing argument that was bolstered by the speaker’s rep¬ 
utation ■ He received news that bolstered [=l\fted] his spirits. ■ 
She is thinking of ways to bolster her career/image. 
2 bolster noun, pi -sters [count] : a long bag of cloth com¬ 
pletely filled with soft material : a long pillow or cushion 
1 bolt /'boult/ noun, pi bolts 

1 [count]: a bright line of light that appears in the sky during 
a storm : a flash of lightning ■ a bolt of lightning = a lightning 
bolt — often used figuratively in the phrases a bolt from the 
blue and a bolt out of the blue ■ The news of his firing came 
as/like a bolt from the blue. [=like a bolt of lightning from the 
sky; it was surprising and unexpected] 

2 [count] a : a sliding bar that is used to lock a door or win¬ 
dow b : the part of a lock that is moved by a key — see 
also DEAD BOLT 

3 [count] : a long, round piece of metal that has a wider part 
at one end and is like a screw at the other end A bolt and a 
nut are used together to hold something in place. — see pic¬ 
ture at carpentry; see also nuts and bolts at nut 

4 [singular] Brit : the act of running or moving quickly and 
suddenly in a particular direction or to a particular place ■ 
When he saw the police, he made a bolt for [=made a dash 
for] the door. ■ The thief made a bolt for It. [=ran away] 

5 [count] : a large roll of cloth 

6 [count] : a tube-shaped metal part inside a gun 

7 [count] : a short, heavy arrow that is shot from a type of 
weapon (called a crossbow) used mainly in the past If you 
have shot your bolt, you have done or used everything possi¬ 
ble to try to do something, and there is nothing more that 
you can do. ■ The team had shot its bolt in the first quarter 
and didn’t score again. 

2 bolt verb bolts; bolt-ed; bolt-ing 

1 [no obj] a always followed by an adverb, adjective, or prep¬ 
osition : to move or go very suddenly and quickly from or to 
a particular place, position, or condition ■ He bolted up from 
the chair. ■ She bolted awake when the alarm sounded. ■ She 
bolted to her feet. ■ Reporters bolted [ =rushed] for the door 
from which the mayor appeared. ■ The firefighters bolted 
[=sprang] into action, b : to run away suddenly and quickly 

■ The horse bolted when it heard the gunfire. ■ He took the 
money and bolted. 

2 US : to suddenly leave a political party, team, etc. [no obj] 
The coach bolted to a new team. [+ obj] Some unhappy 
members have threatened to bolt the party and support the 
opposition. 

3 a : to fasten (something) tightly : to lock (something) with 
a bolt [+ obj] She closed and bolted the door. ■ Is the door 
bolted ? [no obj] The door bolts on the inside, b [+ obj]: to 
attach (something) firmly : to attach (something) with a bolt 

■ He bolted the panels together. ■ The bench was bolted to the 
floor. 

4 [+ obj] : to eat (food) quickly ■ Mom told my brother not to 
bolt his food. — often + down • He bolted down his dinner 
and rushed out the door. 

3 bolt adv : with the back in a very straight position ■ She sat 
bolt upright , staring straight ahead, 
bolt-hole /'boultthoul/ noun, pi -holes [count] Brit : a safe 
or restful place : a place where you can hide or escape from 
something that is dangerous or unpleasant ■ They considered 
the inn a bolt-hole in times of stress. 

1 bomb /'ba:m/ noun, pi bombs 

1 a [count] : a device that is designed to explode in order to 
injure or kill people or to damage or destroy property ■ A 
bomb went off downtown. ■ The bomb is set to detonate at 
3:00. = The bomb will blow up at 3:00. ■ Many bombs were 
dropped on the city during the war. ■ They hid/planted a 
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bomb in the building. ■ a pipe bomb [=a bomb made from a 
piece of pipe] ■ a suicide bomb [=a bomb carried by someone 
who plans to be killed by it when it explodes] — often used 
before another noun * a bomb explosion/blast ■ a bomb site 
[=a place where a bomb has exploded] ■ Someone called in a 
bomb threat [=a message saying that a bomb is located in a 
particular place], so the building was evacuated. ■ a bomb 
squad [=a group of people who have the job of preventing 
bombs from causing damage or injury] b the bomb : nu¬ 
clear weapons ■ countries that have the bomb 

2 [count] US, informal: something that is a complete failure 

— usually singular ■ The movie was a bomb, [-flop] 

3 a the bomb US slang : something or someone that is very 
good ■ Their new album is the bomb. [=their new album is 
great] b [ singular ] Brit, informal : something that is very 
successful ■ The party went down/like a bomb [=the party 
was a success], and everybody enjoyed themselves. 

4 [count] a American football : a long pass ■ The quarter¬ 
back threw a bomb to the wide receiver, b basketball : a 
long shot ■ She’s good at shooting three-point bombs, c 
baseball : a long home run ■ He hit a three-run bomb over 
the left field wall. 

5 [singular] Brit, informal : a large amount of money ■ She 
paid a bomb for the car. ■ I’m looking for a new computer 
that doesn’t cost a bomb. 

drop a bomb or drop the bomb informal : to do or say 
something that is very shocking and unexpected ■ She 
dropped a bomb with her resignation. [=her resignation 
was a complete surprise] ■ She dropped the bomb on her 
husband and asked for a divorce. 

2 bomb verb bombs; bombed; bomb-ing 

1 [+ obj]: to attack (a place or people) with a bomb or many 
bombs ■ The city was heavily bombed during the war. ■ The 
planes flew 200 miles to bomb their target. 

2 a [no obj] informal : to fail completely ■ The plan bombed 
(out). • The movie bombed at the box office. ■ The play 
bombed on Broadway. ■ He bombed at/in his first perfor¬ 
mance. b [+ obj] US slang : to fail (a test) ■ I completely 
bombed my math exam. 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] infor¬ 
mal : to move or go very quickly ■ A car was bombing down 
the highway. ■ teenagers bombing around in a convertible 

4 [+ obj] a US, sports : to hit (a ball) very hard ■ He bombed 
a homer in the ninth inning, b baseball : to score many 
runs against (a pitcher) ■ The relief pitcher was bombed in 
the ninth inning. 

— bombing noun, pi -ings [noncount] The city was sub¬ 
jected to heavy bombing during the war. [count] The 
building was destroyed by repeated bombings. ■ suicide 
bombings — often used before another noun ■ a bombing 
attack/campaign 

bom-bard /bam'bajyd/ verb -bards; -bard-ed; -bard-ing 

[+obj] 

1 : to attack (a place) with bombs, large guns, etc. ■ The navy 
bombarded the shore. 

2 : to hit or attack (something or someone) constantly or re¬ 
peatedly ■ Scientists bombarded the sample with X-rays. ■ 
The car was bombarded by rocks as it drove away from the 
angry crowd. — often used figuratively ■ He is being bom¬ 
barded by offers. ■ We are constantly being bombarded by 
ads. ■ The actress was bombarded with questions. 

— bom-bard-ment /bam'bajydmant/ noun, pi -ments 
[count] During the war, bombardments occurred every 
night, [noncount] The city was subjected to aerial bom¬ 
bardment. [=bombs were dropped on the city from air¬ 
planes] 

bom-bar-dier ^baimba'diay noun, pi -diers [count] 

1 chiefly US : the person in a military aircraft who controls 
when the bombs are dropped 

2 : an officer who operates large guns and has a low rank in 
the British Army 

bom-bast /'bam^bzest/ noun [noncount] formal : speech or 
writing that is meant to sound important or impressive but is 
not sincere or meaningful • political bombast 

— bom-bas-tlc /bam'bsestik/ adj [more most ~] • a bom¬ 

bastic speech/speaker — bom*bas*ti«cal*ly /bam'- 
bsestikli/ adv 

bombed /'ba.md/ adj, not used before a noun, US, informal 
: affected by alcohol or drugs : very drunk or intoxicated ■ 
He was bombed out of his mind. l=he was so drunk that he 
didn't know what he was doing] 
bombed—OUt /'baimd'aut/ adj 


1 : destroyed by bombs • We passed many bombed-out build¬ 
ings in the ruined city. ■ The factory was completely bombed- 
out during the war. 

2 : forced out of a house or a building by bombing ■ 
bombed-out families/workers 

bomb-er /"bcuma/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a military aircraft designed for dropping bombs ■ a bomb¬ 
er pilot 

2 : a person who takes a bomb to a place so that it will ex¬ 
plode there : a person who bombs a place ■ a suicide bomber 
[=someone who takes a bomb to a place and expects to be 
killed by it when it explodes] 

bomber jacket noun, pi ~ -ets [count] : a short jacket that 
is made of leather and fits closely around the waist 
bomb-proof / , ba:m,pru:f/ adj : strong enough to protect 
someone or something from the force of bombs • a bomb¬ 
proof bunker/shelter — sometimes used figuratively, ■ a 
bombproof investment [=a very safe investment] 
bomb-shell /'baimjel/ noun, pi -shells [count] 

1 : something that is very surprising or shocking — usually 
singular ■ The book was a political bombshell. ■ The news of 
his departure was a bombshell. • She dropped a bombshell 
I=she surprised everyone] when she said she wouldn’t run for 
reelection. 

2 informal : a very attractive woman — usually used in the 
phrase blond/blonde bombshell to refer to an attractive 
woman with blonde hair ■ She's a blonde bombshell who 
looks like a movie star of the 1950s. 

bo-na fide /'boun3,faid, ,boun3'faidi/ adj 

1 : real or genuine ■ She has established her position as a 
bona fide celebrity. ■ His latest record was a bona fide hit. 

2 law : made or done in an honest and sincere way ■ a bona 
fide offer ■ They have a bona fide claim for the loss. 

bo-na fides Abouns'faijdiiz/ noun [plural] formal : evi¬ 
dence which shows that what you have said about yourself is 
true : evidence showing that you deserve a position or that 
you can be trusted ■ She has worked hard to establish her 
bona fides with the company. [=to show the company that 
she can be trusted] ^ Bona fides can be used with a singular 
or plural verb. ■ The lawyer’s bona fides was/were ques¬ 
tioned. 

bo-nan-za /bs'nzenzs/ noun, pi -zas [count] 

1 : something that produces very good results for someone 
or something — usually singular • The movie turned out to 
be a box-office bonanza. [=the movie made a great deal of 
money] ■ The program has been a ratings bonanza for the 
network. [=the program has received very high ratings] ■ The 
discovery proved to be a bonanza for scientists. 

2 : a large amount of something valuable — usually singular 
■ Her research resulted in a bonanza of information. 

bon ap-pe-tit /,boun£ep3'ti:/ interj — used to tell someone 
to enjoy a meal •*£- The phrase bon appetit comes from 
French. 

bon-bon /'ba:n,ba:n/ noun, pi -bons [count] : a type of 
candy that usually has a chocolate cover and a soft center ■ 
chocolate bonbons 

bonce /'ba:ns/ noun, pi bonoes [count] Brit slang : a per¬ 
son’s head ■ a bald bonce 
1 bond /'ba.nd/ noun, pi bonds 

1 [count] : something (such as an idea, interest, experience, 
or feeling) that is shared between people or groups and 
forms a connection between them ■ the bonds of friendship ■ 
a daughter’s bond with her mother ■ family/kinship bonds ■ 
Recent events have helped to strengthen the bonds between 
our two countries. ■ My roommate and I share a common 
bond because we both grew up in the Midwest. ■ the bonds 
of holy matrimony [=the connection between two people 
who are married to each other] 

2 [count] finance : an official document in which a govern¬ 
ment or company promises to pay back an amount of mon¬ 
ey that it has borrowed and to pay interest for the borrowed 
money ■ She has invested most of her money in stocks and 
bonds. ■ The city issued bonds [=the city created bonds and 
sold them to investors] to pay for the new school. ■ municipal 
bonds [=bonds issued by a local government] — see also 
JUNK BOND, SAVINGS BOND 

3 [count] formal : a chain or rope that is used to prevent 
someone from moving or acting freely — usually plural ■ 
The prisoner was able to break free from the bonds that held 
him. — often used figuratively ■ They struggled to free them¬ 
selves from the bonds of oppression. 

4 [count] : the condition of being held together or joined ■ 
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The glue provides a good/strong bond between the two piec¬ 
es of wood. 

5 [count] chemistry : a force that holds together the atoms in 
a molecule ■ chemical bonds — see also DOUBLE BOND, SIN¬ 
GLE BOND, TRIPLE BOND 

6 [count] formal : a promise or agreement to do something ■ 
You can believe me when I say I’ll help you. My word is my 
bond. [=1 always do what I promise to do] 

7 [noncount] chiefly US, law : the amount of money that 
someone promises to pay if a prisoner who is allowed to 
leave jail does not return later for a trial or to prison : an 
agreement to pay bail • The accused was released on $10,000 
bond. [=the person accused of a crime was released from'jail 
because someone promised to pay $10,000 if the accused 
person does not appear for the trial] 

8 [noncount] : bond paper ■ used high-quality bond for the 
letter 

2 bond verb bonds; bond*ed; bonding 

1 a [+ obj] : to join (things) together ■ Heat was used to bond 
the sheets of plastic together. ■ The poster was bonded to the 
wall with glue/adhesive, b [no obj ] : to join to something 
else ■ The pieces of wood bonded (to each other) well. 

2 [no obj] : to form a close relationship with someone — of¬ 
ten + with ■ We were strangers at first, but we bonded ( with 
each other) quickly. ■ A new mother bonds with her baby. 

— bonding adj, always used before a noun ■ a bonding agent 
[=a glue, an adhesive] 
bond-age /'barndicfc/ noun [noncount] 

1 formal + literary : the state of being a slave : slavery ■ He 
delivered the slaves from bondage. [=he freed the slaves] ■ a 
population held/kept in bondage — often used figuratively ■ 
He struggled in the bondage of drug addiction. 

2 : sexual activity that involves tying a person up for plea¬ 
sure 

bonding noun [noncount] : the process of forming a close 
relationship with someone ■ mother-child bonding ■ He and 
his dad spent the weekend together for some male bonding. 
bond paper noun [noncount] : a paper that can be used for 
documents ■ printed the letter on bond paper — called also 
bond 

bonds-man /'baindzman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] 
chiefly US, law : a person who agrees to make a payment if a 
prisoner who is released from prison does not return : a per¬ 
son who agrees to pay a bond 
1 bone /'boon/ noun, pi bones 

1 [count] : any one of the hard pieces that form the frame 
(called a skeleton) inside a person’s or animal’s body • He 
broke a bone in his left arm. ■ The leg bone is connected to 
the knee bone. — sometimes used figuratively ■ He doesn’t 
have a selfish/jealous bone in his body. [=he is not selfish/ 
jealous at all] ■ My bones are aching from working in the gar¬ 
den. ■ My aching bones ! [=my body is tired and sore] ■ I’ll be 
glad to have a chance to rest my weary bones. ■ He knew in 
his bones [=knew in his heart ; had a strong feeling] that he 
was wrong. ■ She felt in her bones [-she sensed very strongly] 
that nothing had changed. — see also bag of bones, bare 
BONES, FUNNY BONE 

2 [noncount] : the hard material that bones are made of ■ a 
piece of bone ■ We are all made of flesh and bone. ■ The han¬ 
dle of the knife is made from bone. 

bone of contention see contention 
bone to pick informal : something to argue or complain 
about with someone — usually + with ■ I have a bone to 
pick with you! 

bred in the bone see 1 breed 
close to the bone see 2 close 

make no bones about : to be very sure and definite about 
(something) ■ Make no bones about the seriousness of the 
matter. ■ He made no bones about his plans to cut expenses. 

■ Make no bones about it —we will win. 

off the bone : with the meat removed from the bone or 
bones ■ The pork is served off the bone, 
on the bone : with the meat connected to the bone or bones 

■ The ham was on the bone, 
skin and bones see 'skin 

throw (someone) a bone informal : to offer (someone) 
something that is not very important or valuable especially 
to stop complaints or protests ■ The boss would not let his 
workers out early for the holiday but threw them a bone by 
buying lunch. 

to the bone 1 : very much ■ We were frozen to the bone. 
[=we were very cold] ■ The threatening look in his eyes 


chilled me to the bone. [=made me feel very fearful] 2 : as 
much as possible ■ The company has cut costs to the bone 
in an effort to save money. 
work your fingers to the bone see 'finger 

— bone*less /'bounlas/ adj ■ boneless ham [-ham from 
which the bone has been removed] ■ The chicken breast is 
boneless. 

2 bone verb bones; boned; bonding [+ obj] : to remove the 
bones from (a fish or meat) : debone ■ bone a fish ■ bone a 
chicken breast 

bone up [phrasal verb] informal 1 : to try to learn a lot of 
information quickly for a test, exam, etc. ■ She boned up 
[=crammed] for the exam. 2 : to study something again ■ 
He’s going to bone up the night before the test. — usually + 
on ■ She boned up on the speech just before giving it. ■ I 
have to bone up on [=bntsh up on] my French for my trip. 
3 bone adv, always used before an adjective : extremely or very 
: completely or totally ■ bone tired/lazy/idle ■ The air is bone 
dry. — often used in combination ■ a bone- dry desert climate 
bone—chilbing /'boundfiln)/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : very cold ■ a bone-chilling wind 

2 : causing strong feelings of fear, terror, etc. ■ a bone- 
chilling scream 

bone China noun [noncount] : thin white plates, bowls, 
cups, etc., made from clay and crushed bones 
boned /'bound/ adj 

1 : having bones of a specified type — used in combination ■ 
She is a small -boned person. ■ a big -boned horse 

2 : with the bones removed ■ boned chicken ■ a boned fish 
bone-head /'boun,hed/ noun, pi -heads [count] informal 

: a stupid or foolish person ■ I told him he was acting like a 
bonehead. [-numbskull] — often used before another noun ■ 
a bonehead [=boneheaded] decision 

— bone-head-ed /'boun'hedad/ adj [more most ~] ■ a 
boneheaded mistake — bone*head*ed*ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

bone marrow noun [noncount] : a soft substance that fills 
the bones of people and animals — called also marrow 
bone-meal /'boun,mi:l/ noun [noncount] : bones that have 
been crushed or ground and that are added to soil to help 
plants grow better 

bon-er /'boun»/ noun, pi -ers [count] US, informal 

1 : a foolish or careless mistake ■ The manager pulled a bon¬ 
er [=made a stupid mistake] and lost the game. 

2 impolite : an erection of the penis 

bone-yard /'boun, ja&d/ noun, pi -yards [count] US, infor¬ 
mal l CEMETERY 

bon-fire / l ba:n l f&)&/noun, pi -fires [count]: a large outdoor 
fire 

Bonfire Night noun [count, noncount] : the night of No¬ 
vember 5th observed in Britain with fireworks and bonfires 
to celebrate the capture in 1605 of a group of people who 
planned to destroy the buildings of Parliament 
1 bong /'ba:rj/ noun, pi bongs [count] : a deep loud sound 
that is made by a large bell — compare 2 bong 
2 bong noun, pi bongs [count] : a device that is used for 
smoking marijuana in which the smoke is passed through 
water : water pipe — compare 'bong 
bon-go /'bairjgou/ noun, pi -gos [count] : one of a pair of 
small drums that are joined together and played with the 
hands — called also bongo drum ; see picture at percussion 
bon-ho-mie /,ba:n9'mi:, Brit 'bonsmi/ noun [noncount] for¬ 
mal : a feeling of friendliness among a group of people ■ the 
bonhomie of strangers singing together around a campfire 
bonk /'ba:tjk/ verb bonks; bonked; bonk-ing [+ obj] in¬ 
formal 

1 : to hit (someone or something) ■ He bonked him on the 
head. ■ The golf ball bonked the hood of the car. 

2 Brit : to have sexual intercourse with (someone) 
bonk-ers /'bairjk^z/ adj, not used before a noun, informal 

: crazy ■ You have to be bonkers to gamble that much. ■ I 
was driven bonkers by the noise. 

go bonkers informal : to become very excited or angry ■ 
The fans went bonkers when their team won. 
bon mot /,ba:n'mou/ noun, pi bons mots or bon mots 
/,ba:n'mou/ [count] formal : a clever remark : witticism ■ 
She had a sparkling bon mot for every occasion. This term 
is from French and literally means "good word.” 
bon-net /'bainat/ noun, pi -nets [count] 

1 : a hat that ties under the chin Bonnets were worn by 
women in the past but are now only worn by babies. 



bonny • book 


178 


2 Brit : 'hood 2b ■ He lifted the car’s bonnet to check the 


engine. 

have a bee in your bonnet see 'bee 
bon-ny also bon-nie /'ba:ni/ adi bon-ni-er; -est chiefly 
Scotland : very pretty or attractive ■ a bonny lass/baby 


bon-sai /'ba:n,sai/ noun, pi bon¬ 
sai 

1 [count] : a very small tree or 
bush that is grown in a pot by us¬ 
ing special methods to control its 
growth 

2 [ noncount ] : the art of growing 
bonsai 

bO*nuS /'bounas/ noun, pi -nus- 
es [count] 

1 : something good that is more 
than what was expected or re¬ 



quired ■ As a bonus for good be¬ 
havior you can stay up late. ■ The 


bonsai 


product has the added bonus of 


providing extra vitamins. 

2 : an extra amount of money that is given to an employee • 
Staff members were given a bonus for finishing the project 
on schedule. ■ The company offered bonuses to entice new 
workers. ■ We receive annual bonuses at the end of the year, 
bon Vi'Vant /,ba:nvi'va:nt/ noun, pi bons vi*vants or 
bon vi-vants /,ba:nvi'vants/ [count] formal : a person who 
likes going to parties and other social occasions and who en¬ 
joys good food, wine, etc. — called also C Brit ) bon viveur 
bon VOy*age /,ba:nvoi'a: 3 / noun [noncount] : 2 farewell 
1 ■ The crowd waved bon voyage as the ship left the dock. — 
usually used to say that you hope someone who is leaving on 
a trip will have a good journey ■ People in the crowd shouted 
“Bon voyage!’' as the ship left the dock. ■ Bon voyage. Have a 
safe trip. • We went with him to the station to wish/bid him 


bon voyage. 

bony /'bouni/ aflj bon-i-er; -est [more most ~] 

1 : resembling bone ■ a hard, bony substance 

2 : full of bones • a bony piece of fish 

3 : having large or noticeable bones ■ bony fingers/knees 

4 : very thin ■ I used to be fat but my sister was always bony. 
1 bOO /'bu:/ noun, pi boos 

1 [count] : a sound that people make to show they do not 
like or approve of someone or something ■ A chorus of boos 
was heard after the shot missed the goal. ■ The announce¬ 
ment was greeted by/with a mixture of boos and cheers. 

2 [noncount] informal : any sound at all — usually used in 
negative statements * He never said boo [=he never said any¬ 
thing], so I didn’t even know he was there. A person who 
(US) wouldn’t say boo or (Brit) wouldn’t say boo to a goose 
is very quiet and shy. 

2 boo inter/ 

1 — used to show dislike or disapproval of someone or 
something ■ The crowd shouted “Bool” when the announce¬ 
ment was made. ■ Bool Get off the stage. -<>- When people say 


“Boo!” with this meaning, they say it very slowly. 

2 — used when a person frightens someone • My brother 
scared me when he jumped out from behind the door and 
shouted “Bool” When people say “Boo!” with this mean¬ 
ing, they say it very quickly. 

3 boo verb boos; booed; boo-ing : to show dislike or disap¬ 
proval of someone or something by shouting “Boo” slowly 
[no obj] Many people in the crowd booed when the an¬ 
nouncement was made. [+ obj] Many people in the crowd 
booed the announcement, but a few people cheered it. • The 
crowd booed the singer off the stage. [=the crowd booed so 
much that the singer stopped singing and left the stage] 

— booing noun [noncount] ■ The booing was so loud I could 
hardly hear the announcement. 

1 boob /'bu.b/ noun, pi boobs [count] US, informal ; a stupid 
or foolish person ■ She’s not the helpless boob she seems to 
be. ■ an incompetent boob — compare 2 BOOB, 3 BOOB 
2 boob noun, pi boobs [count] informal + sometimes offensive 
; a woman’s breast • a woman with big boobs • She plans to 
have a boob job . [=a surgical operation to increase the size of 
a woman’s breasts] — compare 'BOOB, 3 BOOB 
3 boob noun, pi boobs [count] Brit, informal : a foolish or 
careless mistake — compare 'boob, 2 boob 
4 boob verb boobs; boobed; boob-ing [no obj] Brit, infor¬ 
mal : to make a foolish or careless mistake ■ Officials really 
boobed [=(< chiefly US) goofed] on handling the situation and 


made it worse. 


bOO-bOO /'bu:,bu:/ noun, pi -boos [count] informal 

1 : a small injury (such as a bruise or scratch) — used espe¬ 
cially by children or when speaking to children • She fell 
down and got a boo-boo. • Did you get a boo-bool 

2 : a foolish or careless mistake ■ I made a slight boo-boo 
when I added up the numbers. ■ a major diplomatic boo-boo 

boob tube noun, pi 'w tubes 

1 the boob tube US, informal + often disapproving : televi¬ 
sion ■ They spent the evening in front of the boob tube. ■ 
What’s on the boob tube tonight? 

2 [count] Brit : tube top 

1 bOO-by /'bu.bi/ noun, pi -bies [count] chiefly Brit, informal 
; a stupid or foolish person ■ a witless booby — compare 
2 booby 

2 booby noun, pi -bles [count] US, informal + sometimes offen¬ 
sive : a woman’s breast — compare 'booby 

booby hatch noun 

the booby hatch informal + often offensive \ a hospital for 
people who are mentally ill 

booby prize noun, pi ~ prizes [count] informal : a prize 
that is given as a joke to the person who finishes last in a 
competition — usually singular • You came in last—you 
win/get the booby prize. 
booby trap noun, pi ~ traps [count] 

1 : a hidden bomb that explodes when the object connected 
to it is touched, moved, etc. ■ Someone had rigged a booby 
trap that blew up the car when the engine was started. 

2 : a trap that is set as a joke to shock or frighten someone ■ 
We set a booby trap by balancing a bucket of water on top of 
the door so that it would fall on him when he came in. 

- boo-by-trap verb -traps; -trapped; -trap-ping [+ obj] ■ 
Someone had booby-trapped the car. * His roommate 
booby-trapped the door. — booby-trapped adj ■ The 
house is booby-trapped. ■ a booby-trapped car 
bOOg-er /'bu:g^/ noun, pi -gers [count] US, informal : a 
piece of mucus from the nose — used especially by children 
boo-gey-man /'bugi,mEen/ noun, pi -men /-,men/ [count] 
US 

1 : BOGEYMAN 1 

2 : BOGEYMAN 2 

1 b00-gie /'bugi, Brit 'bu:gi/ noun [noncount] : boogie- 
woogie 

2 boo-gie also boo-gy or boo-gey /'bugi, Brit 'bu:gi/ verb 
boo-gies also boo-geys; boo-gied also boo-geyed; 
boo-gy-ing also boo-gey-ing [no obj] informal 

1 : to dance especially to rock music ■ Everyone at the disco 
was just boogying (down) all night. 

2 US : to move or go quickly • Let’s boogie on out of here, 
boo-gle—WOO-gie /,bugi'wugi, Brit ,bu:gi'wu:gi/ noun 

[noncount] : a style of playing a type of music similar to jazz 
(called the blues) on the piano with a fast, strong, steady beat 
1 book /'buk/ noun, pi books 

1 [count] a : a set of printed sheets of paper that are held 
together inside a cover : a long written work ■ The shelves in 
his office are filled with books. • That’s one of the best books 
I’ve read in a long time. ■ a novelist who has written some 
wonderful books ■ a book about plumbing ■ The library has 
many dictionaries and other reference books. ■ a hardcover/ 
paperback book — sometimes used figuratively ■ You can 
learn many things by studying the great book of nature. I=by 
studying nature] b : a long written work that can be read 
on a computer ; e-book ■ an electronic book 

2 [count] : a set of sheets of paper that are inside a cover and 
that you can write information on ■ an appointment book ■ 
an address book — see also NOTEBOOK 

3 [count] : a major section of a long written work (such as 
the Bible) ■ the books of the Bible ■ a story that is told in the 
Book of Job — see also good book 

4 [count] : a set of things held together inside a cover like the 
pages of a book ■ a book of stamps ■ a book of matches I=a 
matchbook] — see also checkbook 

5 books [plural] a : the financial records of a business ■ 
The company’s books [= accounts ] show a profit, b : the of¬ 
ficial records of a business or organization • I’m sorry, but 
your name does not appear in/on our books. 

6 the book US. informal : the knowledge or information 
that relates to a particular subject, person, etc. • Ihe book on 
him is that he can’t hit a curveball. [=people have seen and 
reported that he can’t hit a curveball] 

7 the book informal : phone book ■ Give me a call if you 
need to. I’m in the book. [=my telephone number is listed in 
the telephone book] 
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a closed book : a person or thing that is difficult to under¬ 
stand ■ Even to his closest friends, he was always some¬ 
thing of a closed book. — compare an open book (be¬ 
low) 

an open book : a person or thing that is easy to learn about 
and understand ■ My life is an open book. I have nothing to 
hide. 

bring (someone) to book chiefly Brit, formal : to require 
(someone) to explain and accept punishment or criticism 
for bad or wrong behavior ■ The people responsible for 
these crimes must be brought to book. [=brought to account] 
by the book : by following the official rules very strictly ■ 
My boss insists on doing everything by the book. ■ They ran 
all the investigations by the book, 
cook the books see 2 cook 
every trick in the book see ‘trick 

hit the books informal : to study or begin studying very in¬ 
tensely • I've got to hit the books all weekend if I’m going to 
pass this test. 

in my book informal : in my opinion • She deserves credit, 
in my book , for much of the company’s recent success. ■ 
He isn’t even a good boss, at least not in my book, 
in someone’s bad books chiefly Brit, informal : in a state 
in which you are not liked or treated nicely by someone ■ 
He remains in her bad books. [=she is still displeased with 
him) 

in someone’s good books chiefly Brit, informal : in a state 
in which you are liked or are treated nicely by someone ■ 
He’s trying to get back in his boss’s good books by offering 
to work overtime. 

one for the books : a very unusual, important, or surpris¬ 
ing situation, statement, event, etc. ■ There have been a lot 
of scandals in local politics over the years, but this is one 
for the books. 

on the books : part of the set of official laws ■ It’s an outdat¬ 
ed law that’s still on the books, 
read someone like a book see ‘read 
suit someone’s book see 2 suit 

throw the book at informal : to punish (someone) as severe¬ 
ly as possible ■ The judge threatened to throw the book at 
him if he committed another offense. ■ I thought I would 
get off with just a warning, but they threw the book at me. 
write the book on see write 
2 book verb books; booked; book-ing 

1 : to make arrangements so that you will be able to use or 
have (something, such as a room, table, or seat) at a later 
time [+ obj] We booked preserved] a hotel room. ■ They 
booked two seats at the theater. ■ They booked tickets for a 
direct flight from London to New York. ■ I booked a table at 
our favorite restaurant, [no obf] She booked through her 
travel agent. ■ We will need to book early. This sense is 
used in U.S. English, but it is more common in British En¬ 
glish. In U.S. English, reserve or mnke a reservation for is 
more commonly used, -v* When a hotel, restaurant, etc., is 
booked (up), booked solid, or fully booked, there are no 
more rooms, tables, etc., available. These forms are com¬ 
monly used in both U.S. and British English. ■ The hotels in 
the city were booked solid for the conference. ■ The flight 
was., fully booked. ■ The hotel was all booked up for the week. 

2 1+ obf] : to make arrangements for (someone) to do, use, or 
have something at a later time ■ She booked me on a flight 
from Oslo to Paris. ■ He was booked to sail on Monday. 

3 [+ obj] : to schedule a performance or appearance by 
(someone, such as a musician) ■ The band was booked to 
play at the reception. ■ book a singer 

4 1+ obj] law : to write down in an official police record the 
name of (a person who is being chaiged with a crime) — 
usually used as (be) booked ■ She was booked on suspicion of 
murder. 

5 [+ obj] Brit, of a soccer referee : to write down in an official 
book the name of (a player who has broken the rules in a 
game) — usually used as (be) booked ■ He was booked for a 
late tackle. 

book in/into [phrasal verb] book in or book into (something) 
Brit : to arrive at and be given a room in a hotel, an inn, 
etc. ■ We booked in [-checked in] shortly after noon. ■ We 
booked into [=chec/ced into] our hotel shortly after noon. 

— book-able /'bukabaty adj, chiefly Brit • bookable flights/ 
seats ■ bookable hotel rooms 

3 bOOk adj. always used before a noun : learned from reading 
books and not from experience ■ His schooling provided him 
with extensive book knowledge/leaming. ■ She had plenty of 


book learning but no hands-on experience, 
book-bind-ing /'buk.baindii)/ noun [noncount] : the pro¬ 
cess or job of attaching the pages of a book together inside a 
cover 

— book-bind-er /'buk^ainda*/ noun, pi -ers [count] 
bOOk*Case /'buk,keis/ noun, pi -cases [count]: a piece of 

furniture with shelves to hold books — see picture at living 
room 

book Club noun, pi ~ clubs [count] 

1 : an organization that sells books to its members at low 
prices 

2 : a group of people who meet to talk about the books that 
they are reading 

bOOk«end /'buk,end/ noun, pi -ends [count] : something 
placed at the end of a row of books to hold them up ■ a pair 
of bookends shaped like horses ■ He used an empty flowerpot 
as a bookend. 

book-ie /'buki/ noun, pi -ies [count] informal : bookmak¬ 
er ■ Their bookie is giving good odds, 
book-ing /'buknj/ noun, pi -ings 

1 : an arrangement for a person or group (such as a singer or 
band) to perform at a particular place [count] She has sever¬ 
al concert bookings this fall. ■ The comedian missed some 
bookings because of illness, [noncount] All booking is done 
by the band’s manager. 

2 : an arrangement to have something (such as a room) held 
for your use at a later time [count] Our hotel register shows 
no booking [=(US more commonly) reservation] for you. ■ 
cruise ship bookings [noncount] Advance booking [-(US 
more commonly) reservation] is required. ■ booking fees ■ a 
booking agent 

3 [count] Brit, soccer : the act of officially recording the 
name of a player who has broken the rules in a game 

booking office noun, pi ~ -fices [count] Brit : a place in a 
train station or bus station where people can buy tickets 
bOOk-ish /'bukij/ adj [more most ~] sometimes disap¬ 
proving : more interested in reading books and studying than 
doing more physical activities (such as sports) ■ Their teach¬ 
er was a bookish fellow. 

— book-ish-ness noun [noncount] 
book-keep-er /'buk.ki.pay noun, pi -ers [count]: a person 

whose job is to keep the financial records for a business 

— book-keep-ing /'buk,ki:pii)/ noun [noncount] ■ He does 
the bookkeeping. • a bookkeeping error 

book*let /'buklat/ noun, pi -lets [count]: a book with only a 
few pages that contains information on one subject ■ This 
booklet describes how to set up the DVD player. ■ The speak¬ 
er handed out booklets [= pamphlets] on AIDS awareness. 
bOOk*mak*er /'buk,meikay noun, pi -ers [count] : a person 
who decides how likely it is that an event will occur (such as 
the winning of a race by a particular horse) and receives and 
pays off bets about it — called also ( informal) bookie 

— book-mak-ing /'buk.meikio/ noun [noncount] 

1 book-mark /'buk.maafc/ noun, pi -marks [count] 

1 or book-mark»er / , buk,ma3‘ka'/ : something (such as a 
piece of paper) that is put in a book to show the place where 
you stopped reading 

2 computers : something (such as a menu entry or icon) that 
allows you to go quickly and directly to something (such as 
an Internet site) that you have seen before 

2 bookmark verb -marks; -marked; -mark-ing [+ obj\ com- 
puters : to create a computer bookmark for (something, 
such as an Internet site) ■ I bookmarked the site, 
book-mo-bile /'bukmou,bi:l// iom/i, p/ -biles [count] US : a 
large vehicle that contains many library books and that goes 
to different places so that people can borrow the books — 
called also (Brit) mobile library 

book-plate /'buk,pleit/ noun, pi -plates [count] : a piece of 
paper stuck on the inside front cover of a book that shows 
the name of the person who owns the book 
book-sell-er /'buk.sela'/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person or 
company that sells books 

— book-sell-ing /'buk.selii]/ noun [noncount] 
book-shelf /'bukjelf/ noun, pi -shelves [count] : a shelf 

that is used for books 

book-shop /'bukdaip/ noun, pi -shops [count] : book¬ 
store 

book-stall /'buk.sta:!/ noun, pi -stalls [count] Brit : news¬ 
stand 

book-store /'buk^toa-/ noun, pi -stores [count] chiefly US 
: a store that sells books 


i 
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book token noun, pi ~ -kens [count] Brit: a card that can 
be used instead of money to pay for books : a gift certificate 
for buying books 

book value noun [noncount] finance : the amount of mon¬ 
ey that something (such as a car) is officially worth based on 
its age, style, condition, etc. • I paid $4,100 for the car four 
years ago, but its book, value is now under $500. 
book-worm /■bukiWa-m/ noun, pi -worms [count] : a per¬ 
son who likes to read books and who spends a lot of time 
reading and studying ■ She was always a bookworm when she 
was a kid. 

1 boom /'bu:m/ verb booms; boomed; boom-ing 

1 a [no obj] : to make a deep and loud sound * the sound of 
the bass drum booming ■ His voice boomed out across the 
congregation, b [+ obj] : to say (something) in a deep and 
loud voice ■ She boomed commands from the stem of the 
ship. ■ “What’s going on here?" he boomed. 

2 [no obj I of a business or industry : to grow or expand sud¬ 
denly ■ Housing construction has boomed in the past year. ■ 
Last year we almost had to close the store, but now business 
is booming. 

2 boom noun, pi booms [count] 

1 : a deep and loud sound or cry ■ the boom of a gun ■ thun¬ 
derous booms • the rhythmic boom of the waves — often 
used as an interjection to indicate that something has hap¬ 
pened suddenly ■ The dance club was empty and then— 
boom !—a hundred people were there. — see also SONIC 
BOOM 

2 : a rapid increase in growth or economic success ■ the pop¬ 
ulation boom • the city’s boom years : a rapid growth of busi¬ 
ness ■ a boom in tourism = a tourism boom ■ Housing costs 
have skyrocketed since the real estate boom. • a boom econo¬ 
my [=an economy experiencing a boom] — see also baby 
BOOM, BOOMTOWN 

- compare ’boom 
3 boom noun, pi booms [count] 

1 : a long pole attached to the bottom of a sailboat’s sail 

2 : a long pole used to hold a microphone in position from a 
distance 

3 : a floating barrier used on a river, lake, or harbor to catch 
floating objects, to keep boats from entering, or to prevent 
an oil spill from spreading ■ Large booms were brought in to 
help contain the oil spill. 

- compare 2 boom 

boom box noun, pi ~~ boxes 

[count]: a large portable radio 
and often tape deck or CD 
player with two attached 
speakers 

boom-er /*bu:m&/ noun, pi 
-ers [count] : a person bom 
during a period of time when 
many babies were bom : a 
person bom during a baby 
boom • a television program 
that is popular among 
boomers [=baby boomers ; people who were bom during the 
baby boom after World War II] 

1 boo-mer-ang /’burner®!)/ noun, pi -angs 
[count] : a curved, flat, wooden tool that can 
be thrown in such a way that it returns to the 
thrower 4- Boomerangs were invented in Aus¬ 
tralia thousands of years ago and were origi¬ 
nally used for hunting. 

2 boomerang verb -angs; -anged; -ang-ing 

[no obj] : to have an effect that is the opposite 
of the desired or expected effect: backfire • 

We thought that bringing the issue up would 
lessen tension, but that plan boomeranged. 

[=tension has increased] • His attempt to dis¬ 
credit his opponent boomeranged [=it affected 
him instead of his opponent] when people be¬ 
gan questioning his motives, 
boom-ing /'bu:miq/ adj 

1 : growing or expanding very quickly ■ boom¬ 
ing car sales ■ We’re not benefiting from the 
countiy’s booming economy. 

2 : loud and low : having a low rumbling sound ■ Suddenly 
the children heard Grandpa’s booming voice demanding that 
they get down from the roof. 

3 : very forceful or powerful ■ a tennis player with a boom¬ 
ing serve 


boom-let /'buimbt/ noun, pi -lets [count] : a sudden and 
usually brief increase in business activity : a small boom ■ A 
few years ago, the town enjoyed a nice boomlet , but since 
then times have been tough. 

boom-town /'bu:m,taun/ noun, pi -towns [count]: a town 
that experiences a sudden growth in business and population 
: a booming town ■ a former boomtown 
boon /'bu:n/ noun, pi boons [count]: something pleasant or 
helpful : a benefit or advantage — usually singular ■ What at 
first looks like an inconvenience can be a boon. — usually + 
for or to ■ The new tax cut is a boon for homeowners. ■ Reli¬ 
able daycare is a boon to working parents, 
boon companion noun, pi ~ -ions [count] literary : a 
close friend 

boon-docks / , bu:n,da:ks/ noun 
the boondocks US, informal : an area that is not close to 
any towns or cities ■ She grew up in the boondocks so city 
life came as a real shock to her. 
boon-dog-gle /'bu:n,da:g9l/ noun, pi -dog-gles [count] 
US : an expensive and wasteful project usually paid for with 
public money ■ Critics say the dam is a complete 
boondoggle —over budget, behind schedule, and unneces¬ 
sary. 

boon-ies /*bu:niz/ noun 

the boonies US, informal : boondocks ■ The school is way 
out in the boonies. 

boor / l bua7 noun, pi boors [count] : a rude and rough per¬ 
son ■ I can’t invite a boor like him to dinner! He’d offend the 
other guests. 

[ Do not confuse boor with bore. \ 

— boor-ish /'bun// adj - boorish [=rude. crude] behavior ■ a 
boorish tyrant — booMSh-ly adv ■ behaving boorishly 
— boor-ish-ness noun [noncount] 

1 boost /'buist/ verb boosts; boost-ed; boosting [+ obj] 

1 : to increase the force, power, or amount of (something) ■ 
The farm has boosted [= increased] wheat production by 25 
percent. ■ boost [=raise] prices • The article discusses a num¬ 
ber of ways people can boost [=, strengthen ] their immune sys¬ 
tems. ■ The company needs to find ways to boost [= improve ] 
morale. 

2 : to push or shove (something or someone) up from below 
■ She boosted the boy onto his father’s shoulders. — some¬ 
times used figuratively ■ His work on the high-profile lawsuit 
has boosted him into the political arena. 

2 boost noun, pi boosts [count] 

1 : an increase in amount ■ a boost in wheat production • a 
boost in sales ■ Exercise can sometimes provide a boost of en¬ 
ergy. ■ After layoffs at the company, employees needed a 
boost in morale. 

2 : help or encouragement ■ One company’s innovation has 
proven to be a boost to the entire industry. 

3 : a push upward ■ Give the boy a boost onto the stage, will 
you? 

boost-er /'buista-/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : something that boosts someone or something: such as a 
: an action or substance that makes something stronger or 
more effective ■ These exercises are real metabolism boost¬ 
ers. ■ The herb is said to be an immune booster. [=something 
that strengthens a person’s immunity to illness] b : some¬ 
thing that helps or encourages someone or something • Mu¬ 
sic is my favorite mood booster. ■ A sincere compliment can 
be a true confidence booster, c : booster shot 

2 US : someone who supports an idea or organization ■ The 
university has a number of wealthy boosters who contribute 
generously each year. ■ the football team’s boosters 

3 : part of a rocket that provides force for the launch and 
the first part of the flight ■ a new design for rocket boosters 

- see also booster seat 

boost-er-ism / , bu:st»,iZ3m/ noun [noncount] US : enthusi¬ 
astic and usually excessive support for something or some¬ 
one ■ Her article asserts that hometown boosterism keeps 
people from assessing the crime problem accurately. ■ na¬ 
tionalistic boosterism 

booster seat noun, pi ~ seats [count] : a high seat that 
raises a child to a higher position at a table, in a car, etc. — 
called also booster chair, (Brit) booster cushion 
booster shot noun, pi ~~ shots [count] chiefly US : an ex¬ 
tra amount of a substance (called a vaccine) that is injected 
with a needle into a person or animal to help protect against 
a particular disease ■ He had to get two booster shots at his 
latest checkup. ■ a tetanus booster shot — called also booster 
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1 boot /'bu:t/ noun, pi boots 

f [count]: a covering usually of leather or rubber for the en¬ 
tire foot and the lower part of the leg ■ You’ll need a pair of 
warm boots for winter. ■ It’s been snowing, so you’d better 
wear your boots. ■ hiking boots [=boots worn for hiking] ■ 
riding boots [=boots worn for horseback riding] — see pic¬ 
ture at shoe; see also booted, cowboy boot, hobnail 

BOOT, SKI BOOT 

2 [count] : a forceful kick with the foot ■ She gave the ball a 
boot, and it landed on the other side of the field. 

3 the boot informal : a sudden dismissal from a job ■ He got 
the boot [=got fired] for talking to the press about company 
secrets. ■ I heard they gave her the boot [=they fired her; 
they told her she could no longer work for them] 

4 [count] Brit: the trunk of a car 

5 [count] US : Denver boot 

as tough as old boots see ‘tough 
lick someone’s boots see ‘lick 
the boot is on the other foot see ‘foot 
to boot : besides, also • He’s smart, funny, and handsome 
to boot. 

too big for your boots see ‘big 

to put the boot in Brit, informal 1 : to treat someone in a 
cruel or critical way 2 : to kick someone again and again 
— see also bossy-boots 
2 boot verb boots; boot-ed; boot-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to kick (something) forcefully ■ She booted the ball 
across the field. 

2 [+ obj] informal a : to force (someone) to leave a place or 
situation ■ He left public service after voters booted him from 
the mayor’s office. [=he chose not to work for the govern¬ 
ment after he was not reelected as mayor] ■ Any players who 
start a fight will get booted from the game. — often + out ■ 
His wife booted him out. [=his wife made him leave their 
home] ■ He got booted out of office in the last election, b 
: to dismiss (someone) suddenly from a job ■ She got booted 
[-fired] in May and has been looking for work ever since. 

3 : to start a computer [no obj] The new computer boots 
much more quickly than the old one did. — often + up ■ Did 
you boot up yet? [+ obj ] You don’t need all these applica¬ 
tions to open every time you boot your computer. — often + 
up ■ She booted up the computer. — see also reboot 

4 [+ obj] US : to lock a special device (called a Denver boot) 
onto one of the wheels of (a car) so that the car cannot be 
moved ■ His car was booted (by the police). 

boot Camp noun, pi ~ camps [count] US 

1 : a camp where people who have recently joined the U.S. 
Army, Navy, or Marine Corps receive their basic training 

2 : a short but very difficult training program : a program or 
situation that helps people become much better at doing 
something in a short period of time ■ business boot camp ■ 
boot camp for artists 

bOOt-ed /'bu:tad/ adj : wearing boots ■ She shoved her boot¬ 
ed feet under the table, 
bootee chiefly Brit spelling of bootie 
booth /'bu:0, Brit 'bu:5/ noun, pi booths /'bu:5z/ [count] 

1 : a partially enclosed area or a small and usually tempo¬ 
rary building where things are sold or displayed or services 
are provided ■ A local sheep fanner has a booth at the county 
fair and is selling wool yam. ■ We got hot dogs at one of the 
food booths . ■ Someone at the information booth [=a booth at 
which general information about a place or event is provid¬ 
ed] will be able to tell you where to find a bathroom. 

2 a : a small area that is enclosed in order to provide privacy 
for one person ■ a voting booth — see also phone booth, 
photo booth, polling booth b ; an enclosed area for 
some kinds of workers that provides shelter and keeps them 
separated from the public ■ a ticket booth ■ Traffic slowed as 
we approached the toll booth. [=a booth at which drivers pay 
a fee for using a particular road or bridge] ■ Our seats at the 
baseball game were next to the broadcast booth. [=a booth 
from which a radio broadcast is made] 

3 chiefly US : a table in a restaurant between benches with 
high backs ■ They sat at/in a booth next to the window. 

boo-tie or chiefly Brit boo>tee /'bu:ti/ noun . pi booties or 
boo-tees [count] 

1 : a short and thick sock for a baby 

2 : a sock, slipper, or boot that covers the foot and ankle 
3 : 2 booty 

1 boot-leg /'bu:t,lcg/ verb -legs; -legged; -leg-ging [+ obj] 

1 : to illegally copy (a video, CD, etc.) or illegally record (a 
live performance) "He bootlegged the show and gave copies 


to several friends. ■ bootleg a DVD ■ a bootlegged [=pirated] 
version of the movie 

2 : to make or sell (alcoholic liquor) illegally ■ bootlegging 
moonshine 

— boot-leg-ger noun, pi -gers [count] ■ a famous bootlegger 
during the Prohibition period 

2 bootleg noun, pi -legs 

1 [count] : an illegal copy of a video, CD, etc., or an illegal re¬ 
cording of a live performance ■ She was arrested for selling 
bootlegs online. — often used before another noun ■ a boot¬ 
leg album/DVD ■ selling bootleg copies of the concert 

2 [noncount] : alcohol that is made or sold illegally — usual¬ 
ly used before another noun ■ bootleg whiskey/bourbon 

bOOt-lick-er /•burt.lika 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] informal + 
disapproving ; a person who praises, helps, or obeys someone 
in order to gain favors or advantages — see also lick some¬ 
one’s boots at ‘lick 

— boot-lick-ing /'bu:t,likii)/ adj • a bootlicking politician 
— bootlicking noun [noncount] • His bootlicking [= brown¬ 
nosing ] disgusts me. 

bootstraps /'bu:t,straps/ noun 
by your own bootstraps : without help from other people 
: as a result of your own hard work ■ Despite many obsta¬ 
cles, she has pulled herself up by her own bootstraps. 

1 boo-ty /'bu:ti/ noun [noncount] 

1 : money or goods stolen or taken in war ■ war booty [=loot, 
plunder, spoils] 

2 : a valuable gain or prize ■ His booty from the auction in¬ 
cluded several rare antiques. 

— compare 2 booty 

2 bOOty also boo-tie /'bu:ti/ noun, pi booties [count] US 
slang : BUTrocKS ■ She was shaking her booty. — compare 
‘booty 

1 booze /'bu:z/ noun [noncount] informal : alcoholic drinks ■ 
We bought some chips and booze for the party. 

2 booze verb booz-es; boozed; booz-ing informal : to 
drink a lot of alcohol [no obj] He was out boozing with his 
friends. [+ obj] They boozed it up [=got drunk] the night be¬ 
fore the wedding. 

booz-er /'burza/ noun, pi -ers [count] informal 

1 : a person who drinks a lot of alcohol ■ an unapologetic 
boozer 

2 Brit : pub ■ They went into the boozer for a beer. 

1 bop /'ba:p/ verb bops; bopped; bop-ping [+ obj] : to hit 
(someone or something) especially in a playful way ■ She 
bopped him on the head. — compare 4 bop 
2 bop noun, pi bops [count] : a hit that is not very forceful ■ 
She gave him a playful bop on the head. — compare 3 bop 
3 bop noun, pi bops 

1 [noncount] : a kind of jazz that uses complex melodies and 
harmonies and that often has a very quick tempo — called 
also bebop 

2 [count] Brit, informal : dance ■ Are you up for a bop ? 
[=would you like to dance?] They’re playing my favorite 
song. 

— compare 2 bop 

4 bop verb bops; bopped; bopping [no obj] informal 

1 : to go for only a short time ■ She’ll be back in a few min¬ 
utes. She just bopped [=popped] over to the store. 

2 US : to walk or move like a person who is dancing to lively 
music 'He was bopping down the street. 

3 Brit, informal : to dance to popular music ■ I think we’re 
going to go bopping tonight. Would you like to join us? 

— compare ‘bop 

bor-age /'boricfe/ noun [noncount] : a type of European 
plant that has blue flowers and hairy leaves -v- The leaves of 
this plant are used as medicine and in salads, 
bo-rax /'boa^seks/ noun [noncount] : a mineral that is used 
especially for cleaning things 

Bor-deaux /boa^dou/ noun, pi Bordeaux [count, non¬ 
count] : a red or white wine from the Bordeaux region of 
France 

bor-del-lo /boaMelou/ noun, pi -los [count] somewhat liter¬ 
ary : a building in which prostitutes are available : brothel 
1 bor-der /'boada*/ noun, pi -ders 

1 a [count] : a line separating one country or state from an¬ 
other ■ the border between Poland and Slovenia ■ He grew up 
in Malaysia, near the Indonesian border. ■ the border of 
Pennsylvania ■ the Florida-Georgia border • the contested 
northern border — often used before another noun ■ border 
guards ■ a border dispute ■ border crossings b [count] : a 
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boundary between places ■ They live just beyond the western 
border of the park. • the border of the Sahara c the border 
: a specific border ■ They’ve lived in southern Texas for 
years, but have never been south of the border. [=the U.S. 
border with Mexico) ■ She’s from northern Montana, near 
the border. [=the U.S. border with Canada] ■ We crossed the 
border (into France) at Gavamie. 

2 [count] : a decorative design along the edge of something 
(such as a rug or wallpaper) ■ The quilt is quite plain except 
for its colorful border. • a broad red border on each plate ■ 
the photograph’s white border 

3 [count] : a narrow bed of plants along the edge of a garden 
or walk ■ He planted pansies in the border. • border plants 

2 border verb -ders; -dered; -der*ing [+ obj] 

1 : to be next to (a country, state, or area): to share a border 
with (a country, state, or area) • Slovenia borders Poland. ■ 
Their property borders the park. 

2 : to form a border of (something) : to define the edge of 
(something) ■ Tall trees border the avenue. ■ Two rivers bor¬ 
der the city. — usually used as (be) bordered ■ The neighbor¬ 
hood is bordered by Main Street on the north and the river 
on the south. ■ streets bordered by oak trees 

3 : to put a border on (something) — usually used as (be) 
bordered • The scarf is bordered with gold stitching. 
border on [phrasal verb] border on (something) 1 : to have 

a border on (something) : to lie on a boundary of (some¬ 
thing) ■ The area my ancestors come from borders on the 
Atacama Desert. 2 : to be very like (something) : to 
come very close to being (something) ■ The play’s dialog 
borders on [=verges on] the ridiculous. ■ an enthusiasm bor¬ 
dering on fanaticism 

bor*der*land /'boa-da-ilsend/ noun, pi -lands [count] 

1 : the land on either side of a border between countries ■ 
the Slovenian-Polish borderlands • a borderland province [=a 
province that is in a borderland] 

2 : an unclear state or condition that is between two things 
and is like each of them in some ways ■ in the borderland be¬ 
tween sleeping and waking ■ He describes adolescence as the 
tumultuous borderlands between childhood and adulthood. 

1 bor*der»line /'bo3*da*ilain/ adj 

1 : having some but not all characteristics of something ■ In 
borderline cases like these, the best course of action is diffi¬ 
cult to determine. ■ Two candidates for the job seem very 
good, and three others are borderline. [=three may or may 
not be suitable for the job] 

2 : not quite as severe as what is usual or expected ■ As a bor¬ 
derline diabetic, Lara is able to control her blood sugar levels 
solely through diet. • borderline alcoholics 

3 : existing at or near a border ■ a borderline town 
2 borderline noun, pi -lines [count] : the point at which one 

thing changes to another thing : the point between two dif¬ 
ferent things ■ New technology in hearing aids makes the 
borderline [distinction] between the deaf and hearing worlds 
less clear. ■ the borderline between fact and fiction 
3 borderline adv : almost or nearly ■ The movie is only bor¬ 
derline funny. ■ She was borderline suicidal. 

1 bore /'boa*/ verb bores; bored; boring [+ obj] : to make 
(someone) tired and annoyed by being uninteresting or too 
much the same ■ He was bored by the lecture. = The lecture 
bored him. ■ Good writers will avoid boring their readers at 
any cost. ■ Eventually she got bored with the party and left. 

Someone or something that bores you stiff or bores you 
to death or bores you to tears is extremely boring. ■ I was 
bored stiff during the movie. ■ I was bored to death the whole 
time he was talking. • He bores us all to tears by telling the 
same stories over and over again. — compare 3 bore 
— bored adj [more most ~] ■ a few bored teenagers ■ I’ve 
never been so bored. 

2 bore noun, pi bores [count] : an uninteresting person or 
thing : a person or thing that makes people feel tired and an¬ 
noyed ■ They’re a bunch of boresl ■ The lecture was a total 
bore. — compare 4 bore, s bore 

( Do not confuse bore with boor. | 

3 bore verb bores; bored; bordng 

1 : to make (a hole, tunnel, etc.) in something with a tool or 
by digging [+ obj] My drill isn’t powerful enough to bore a 
hole through that post. ■ She designs machines that are used 
to bore tunnels, [no obj] Along the trunk of the tree are 
holes where insects have bored into the tree. ■ boring deep 
into the earth — often used Figuratively ■ The teacher’s eyes 
bored into me. [=the teacher stared at me] 


2 [no obj] : to move forward steadily ■ We bored through the 
crowd and finally got to the gate. 

— compare 1 bore 
4 bore noun, pi bores [count] 

1 : a hole made by boring — called also borehole 

2 a : the space inside a gun barrel that is shaped like a tube 
b : the width of the inside part of a gun barrel ■ a .22 bore 
revolver 

— compare 2 bore, s bore 

5 bore noun, pi bores [count]: a giant wave that rushes into a 
river or bay ■ a tidal bore — compare 2 bore, 4 bore 
6 bore past tense of 2 bear 

bore*dom /'boa-dam/ noun [noncount] : the state of being 
bored ■ On days when few customers came to shop. Bob felt 
overwhelmed by boredom. ■ the boredom of a long car trip 
bore*hole /'boa*,hool/ noun, pi -holes [count] : 4 bore 1; 
especially : a hole dug into the earth in order to find water or 
oil 

bor-er /'bora/ noun, pi -ers [count] : an insect that digs holes 
in the woody parts of plants 

bor-ing /'bonij/ adj [more most —J ; dull and uninterest¬ 
ing ; causing boredom ■ a boring job/routine • I find her 
books totally boring. 
born /'boan/ adj 

1 not used before a noun : brought into life by the process of 
birth ■ She was bom in a hospital. • He was bom on a farm. ■ 
She was bom in Nigeria in 1911. • The baby was bom on July 
31st. ■ Their second son was bom prematurely. — see also 
FIRSTBORN, NEWBORN 

2 ; having certain qualities or characteristics from the time 
of birth ■ bom blind/deaf ■ Both twins were bom healthy. ■ 
The author Mark Twain was bom Samuel Clemens. [=was 
named Samuel Clemens at birth] ■ She’s a bom teacher/lead¬ 
er. [=she was bom with the qualities that make someone a 
teacher/leader] <>• If you were born to do something or born 
to be something, you have natural qualities or talents that 
make you perfectly suited to do or be something. ■ She was 
bom to teach. = She was bom to be a teacher. 

3 not used before a noun — used to describe the place where 
someone was bom ■ He’s American bom, [=he was bom in 
America] ■ He’s Mexican born and bred. = He was bom and 
bred in Mexico. [=his birth and childhood took place in Mex¬ 
ico] — often used in combination ■ Maine-6om 

4 not used before a noun — used to describe the social condi¬ 
tions or situations that exist when people are bom ■ Some 
are bom in slavery, others bom merely poor. ■ She was bom 
to riches/wealth. = She was born into a rich/wealthy family. 

— see also highborn 

5 not used before a noun : brought into existence • Her 
dream of owning farm was bom when she visited the coun¬ 
tryside as a child. ■ The wine is bom [-created] from the 
union of two very different grapes. ■ a mentality bom in the 
age of computers ■ Their relationship was born of necessity 
I=established because it was necessary in some way], but it 
has developed into a true and lasting friendship. • Church 
leaders assert that the recent unrest in the city is bom out of 
[=has occurred because of] years of neglect of the city’s poor 
neighborhoods. 

born too late -$■ Someone who is said to be bom too late 
seems to be better suited for life in an earlier time period. ■ 
John prefers early jaac music over the modem stuff. I 
guess he was bom too late. 

born with a silver spoon in your mouth If you were 
bom with o silver spoon in your mouth, you were bom into a 
very wealthy family. 

in all your born days informal + somewhat old-fashioned 
: in your entire life — used to express how unexpected or 
unusual something is ■ I never saw anything like it in all my 
bom days. 

there’s one born every minute or there’s a sucker born 
every minute informal — used to say that there are many 
people in the world who are foolish and can be easily de¬ 
ceived 

to the manner born see manner 
to the manor born see manor 

wasn’t born yesterday Someone who wasn’t bom yester¬ 
day is unlikely to believe something that is not true or to 
trust someone who is not trustworthy. • He said he’d pay 
me back, but I’ll believe it when I see it. I wasn’t bom yes¬ 
terday. 

born-again /,boa*n3'gen/ adj 

1 : having a new or stronger belief in the Christian religion • 
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The bom-again actor often talks about his faith during inter¬ 
views. • She’s bom-again now. ■ a born-again Christian 
2 : newly interested in and enthusiastic about something and 
eager to make other people think the way you do ■ a bom- 
again fitness buff 
1 borne past participle of* bear 

2 borne /'boa^/ adj : carried by : spread by — used in combi¬ 
nation ■ water borne • It’s an airborne virus. 
bor*Oligh /'barou/ noun, pi -oughs [count] 

1 : a village, town, or part of a large city that has its own gov¬ 
ernment Boroughs are found in a number of English- 
speaking countries. They are much more common in Great 
Britain than in the U.S. ■ the London borough of Brent 

2 : one of the five main sections of New York City ■ the bor¬ 
ough of Brooklyn 

borrow /'barou/ verb -rows; -rowed; -row-ing 

1 [+ obj] a : to take and use (something that belongs to 
someone else) for a period of time before returning it ■ Can I 
borrow your camera? [=will you lend me your camera] ■ The 
twins often borrow each other’s clothes. ■ I'm borrowing a 
friend’s car for the weekend. ■ He borrowed the book from 
the library, b : to take and use up (something) with the 
promise to give back something of equal value ■ Will you see 
if we can borrow a cup of sugar from the neighbors? ■ She 
borrowed $20 from me. When people borrow money from 
a bank they pay back the same amount over a number of 
months or years plus an added amount that is called interest . 
■ He borrowed money from the bank to buy the car. 

2 : to use (an idea, saying, etc.) that was thought up by 
someone else [+ obj j The speech was peppered with phrases 
borrowed from Winston Churchill. ■ She borrowed the tech¬ 
nique from local artisans. ■ The company is borrowing a 
page from [=using a technique or idea first used byl its larg¬ 
est competitor, [no obj] He borrows heavily [=includes many 
ideas] from other philosophers in the book. 

3 [+ obj] : to use (a word or phrase from another language) 
in a language ■ The English word “entrepreneur" was bor¬ 
rowed from (the) French. 

4 obj] in subtracting from a number with two or more digits 
: to take 1 from a digit and add it as 10 to the digit in the next 
lower place 

beg, borrow, or/and steal see beg 

be living on borrowed time : to continue to be alive after 
you were expected to die * After his heart attack, my 
grandfather always felt that he was living on borrowed time. 
— bor*row*er /'barawa*/ noun, pi -ers [count] ■ Each bor¬ 
rower's payments will vary according to the terms of the 
loan. ■ the library’s bonowers [=people who borrow books 
from the library] 

bor-row-ing /'barawig/ noun, pi -ings 

1 [count] : something that is borrowed; especially : a word or 
phrase from one language that is used in another language ■ 
He’s compiling a list of Japanese borrowings in English. 

2 [noncount] : the act of borrowing something ■ Students 
must have their own pencils. Borrowing is not allowed.; espe¬ 
cially : the act of borrowing money ■ Economists predict 
that there will be increases in government borrowing. 

borscht /'boaj't/ noun [noncount] : a soup made mainly of 
beets 

Bor-Stal /'boastl/ noun, pi -stals Brit: a special prison used 
for people who are too young to go to a regular prison [non¬ 
count] She was sent to Borstal for stealing cars, [count] He 
spent a year in a Borstal. The Borstal system is no longer 
in use. 

bOSh /'ba:J/ noun [noncount] Brit, informal + old-fashioned 
: foolish words or ideas : nonsense • Don’t believe a word 
she says—it's all bosh. — often used like an interjection ■ 
Boshl That’s absurd! 

1 bOS-Om /'buzam/ noun, pi -oms 

1 [count] a : a person's chest ■ He clutched the flowers to 
his bosom, b : a person’s chest when it is thought of as the 
place where secret thoughts and feelings are kept ■ He never 
spoke of his childhood as an orphan, but kept dark memo¬ 
ries of those days in his bosom. 

2 [count] somewhat old-fashioned a : a woman's breasts ■ 
her large bosom b : one of a woman’s breasts ■ a woman’s 
bosoms 

3 [singular] : the part of a piece of clothing that covers the 
chest ■ The shirt has a plain color and ruffles at the bosom. 

4 [singular] : a safe and comfortable place or situation — 
usually + of • the bosom of your family ■ She found comfort 
in the bosom of the Church. 


2 bOSOm adj. always used before a noun : very close : very 
dear ■ They are bosom friends/buddies. 
bOS-Omy /'buzami/ adj. informal : having large breasts ■ a 
bosomy waitress 

1 boss /'ba:s/ noun, pi boss«es [count] 

1 : the person whose job is to tell other workers what to do • 
Why don’t you ask your boss for a raise? ■ Company policy 
says that vacation time must be cleared with your boss. [=sw- 
pervisor] • my former boss • Jane started her own business so 
that she could be her own boss. [=have no boss except for 
herself] — see also PIT BOSS 

2 : a person who has a lot of power in an organization ■ a 
union boss ■ mafia bosses • the movie studio boss • During the 
campaign, no one was willing to stand up to the party boss. 
[=the person with the most power in a political party or one 
branch of a political party] 

3 : the person who has more power or control in a relation¬ 
ship ■ The two oldest children argued over who was boss for 
the entire hour their mother was out shopping. ■ He wants to 
show them who’s (the) boss. [=who’s in charge] 

— compare 4 boss 

2 boss verb bosses; bossed; boss*ing [+ obj] : to give or¬ 
ders to (someone) : to tell (someone) what to do — usually + 
around or (Brit) about • I wish he wouldn’t let his father boss 
him around like that. ■ Don’t boss me aroundl 
3 bOSS adj, slang : great or excellent ■ a boss new rock band 
4 b0SS noun, pi bosses [count] : a round raised decoration 
on a ceiling or shield — compare ‘boss 
bos-sa nova /ibarsa'nouva/ noun, pi ~~ -vas 

1 [noncount]: a kind of music that is originally from Brazil 

2 [count] : a dance performed to bossa nova music 
bossy /'ba:si/ adj boss*i»er; -est informal: tending too of¬ 
ten to tell people what to do : often giving orders in a way 
that people do not like ■ His advice may be good, but he’s 
much too bossy. 

— boss* i-ness noun [noncount] 

bossy-boots /'ba:si,bu:ts/ noun, pi bossy-boots 
[count] Brit, informal : a person who often tells other people 
what to do : a bossy person ■ Her mum is a real bossy-boots. 

— often used before another noun • her bossy-boots mum 
Boston cream pie /'baistan-/ noun, pi — pies [count] 

US : a round cake that is filled with a custard or cream fill¬ 
ing and usually frosted with chocolate 
Boston lettuce noun [noncount] US : a kind of soft lettuce 
that is often used in salads 
bosun variant spelling of boatswain 
bo-tan*i*cal /ba'tsenikal/ adj. always used before a noun 

1 : of or relating to plants or the study of plants ■ botanical 
specimens 

2 : made from or taken from plants ■ botanical extracts 

— bo-tan-i-caMy /ba'tzemkli/ adv 

botanical garden noun, pi -dens [count] : a large usu¬ 
ally public garden where plants are grown in order to be 
studied — called also bo-tan-ic garden /ba'Uemk-/ 
bot*a-ny /'bcctani/ noun [noncount] : a branch of science 
that deals with plant life ■ She’s studying botany. — often 
used before another noun • the university’s botany depart¬ 
ment • She is taking a botany class. 

— bot*a*nist /'bcctanist/ noun, pi -ists [count] 

1 botch /'ba:tf/ verb botch-es; botched; botching 1+ obj] 
: to do (something) badly : to ruin (something) because of 
carelessness or a lack of skill ■ The store botched the 
order—I received only half the books I paid for. ■ They 
clearly botched the investigation. ■ a botched robbery/experi¬ 
ment — sometimes + up ■ He really botched up [=messed up] 
the speech. 

2 botCh noun, pi botches [count] : a bad job : a poorly done 
piece of work ■ a botch job ■ The plumbers made a botch of 
the pipes. [=the plumbers did a poor job with the pipes] 

1 both /'bou9/ adj — used to indicate that two things or people 
are being referred to rather than just one ■ She put both feet 
in the stream. ■ Both countries have agreed to the treaty. ■ We 
went to both museums. • I found both these articles to be 
very helpful. ■ both his eyes ■ Both actors have appeared on 
Broadway before. 

2 both pronoun : each one of two things or people ■ I’d like 
both, please. ■ There were two paintings for sale, and he 
bought (them) both. ■ We both were tired. = We were both 
tired. = Both of us were tired. ■ Arabic and French are both 
spoken there. ■ He read both of the books. [=he read both 
books] 
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3 both cotv — used before two words or phrases connected 
with and to stress that each is included ■ The show will be in 
both New York and London. ■ She is both beautiful and 
charming. * Both he and his wife play golf. ■ This product can 
both clean and protect your floors. 

’ both-er /'ba ftg/ verb -ers; -ered;-er.ing 

1 [+ obf\ : to cause (someone) to feel troubled, worried, or 
concerned ■ He’s so easygoing. Nothing seems to bother him. 

■ It didn’t bother [=trouble] her in the least that she wasn’t of¬ 
fered the job. ■ It bothers [= worries ] them that there’s no hos¬ 
pital nearby. ■ Something he said at the meeting has been 
bothering me. •❖•To not bother yourself aboutAvith some¬ 
thing or not bother your head aboutAvith something is to not 
worry or be concerned about something. ■ He decided he 
wcisn't going to bother himself about the opinions of others. ■ 
Don’t bother your head with those questions right now. 

2 [+ obj] : to annoy (someone) : to cause (someone) to feel 
annoyed ■ It bothers [=/rfcy] her when people throw trash on 
the ground. ■ He’s bothered [ =annoyed] by drivers who don’t 
use their turn signals. ■ The entire car trip was filled with 
complaints like, “Mom, David keeps bothering me!” and 
“Will you tell him to quit bothering me?” 

3 [no obj] a : to take the time to do something : to make an 
effort to do something ■ Mother used to cook elaborate din¬ 
ners, but with only herself to cook for, she doesn’t bother 
anymore. ■ “Should I call later?” “No, don’t bother." — often 
followed by to + verb or by -ing verb • Nobody bothered 
[-took the trouble ] to tell me the school would be closed to¬ 
day. ■ He never bothered to explain what happened. ■ Don’t 
bother asking him about it. He won’t tell you anything. • Why 
bother talking if no one is listening? -❖■If you can’t be both¬ 
ered to do something, you do not want to make an effort to 
do it or are not interested in doing it. ■ The trick is somewhat 
dangerous, so if you can’t be bothered to do it right, then 
don’t even attempt it. ■ I asked her to send a picture, but ap¬ 
parently she just couldn’t be bothered (to send one), b : to 
be concerned with or about something ■ I’m not going to 
bother with the details. ■ We were told not to bother about the 
early data [=not to consider or use early data] when writing 
the report. 

4 [+ obj \: to interrupt or talk to (someone who is working or 
who wants to be alone) ■ Don’t bother your mother right 
now. She’s very tired. ■ I hate to bother [= trouble ] you, but I 
was wondering if you could help me with something. ■ Sorry 
to bother [= inconvenience ] you. I just had a quick question. 

5 [+ obj ] a : to make (someone) feel sick or uncomfortable ■ 
He said his stomach was bothering him. ■ Her arthritis has 
been bothering her. b : to cause a painful or unpleasant 
feeling in (part of someone’s body) ■ The camera strap both¬ 
ers my shoulder. ■ The bright light bothered her eyes. 

6 chiefly Brit, somewhat old-fashioned — used as an interjec¬ 
tion to express annoyance or frustration ■ Bother this car! It 
won’t start! ■ Oh, bother (it). I forgot my keys. 

2 bother noun 

1 [singular] : someone or something that is annoying or that 
causes trouble ■ Replacing the windows could be more of a 
bother than it’s worth. ■ Sorry to be such a bother [-nui¬ 
sance], but I was wondering if you could help me with some¬ 
thing. ■ I know what a bother driving into the city can be this 
time of day. 

2 [noncount] : trouble or difficulty : inconvenience ■ 
“Sorry to bother you." “That’s okay, it’s no bother at all.” ■ I 
considered replacing that part of the floor but decided it 
wasn’t worth the bother. ■ He doesn’t want the bother of fill¬ 
ing out all those forms again. ■ Will you mail this for me? It 
will save me the bother of going to the post office. 

both'enation /jbcr.fta'reijan/ noun, pi -tions [count] old- 
fashioned : something that is annoying : something that 
bothers you ■ I hadn’t realized what a botheration putting up 
a tent in the dark could be! — sometimes used as an interjec¬ 
tion • Oh botheration. The radio isn’t working again. 

both-er-some /'baida-sam/ adj [more most ~]: causing 
trouble or difficulty ■ The injury isn’t too bad. It’s more both¬ 
ersome [= troublesome J than painful. 

1 bottle /’ba.t]/ noun, pi bot-tles 

1 [count] a : a glass or plastic container that has a narrow 
neck and usually has no handle ■❖■ Bottles are usually used to 
store liquid or tablets. ■ Shall I open another bottle of wine? ■ 
There’s a bottle of aspirin in the cabinet. ■ empty soda bottles 

■ She kept a bottle [=a bottle of some strong alcoholic drink 
like whiskey] tucked away in the coat closet. ■ Be sure to 


bring a water bottle [=bottle containing water] on your hike. 
■ Would you get me the bottle opener [=a tool used to re¬ 
move metal tops from some bottles], please? b : the 
amount contained in a bottle ■ We drank a bottle of wine. 

2 the bottle : alcoholic drink ■ He says he’s lost too many 
years to the bottle, and that he’s giving up alcohol. ■ Her 
struggles with the bottle affected her entire family. ■ I hear 
he’s (gone) off the bottle. [=stopped drinking alcohol] ■ After 
his divorce he took to the bottle. [=began to drink a lot of al¬ 
cohol] ■ When she gets depressed she hits the bottle. [=begins 
drinking a lot of alcohol] 

3 [count] : a special bottle for feeding babies that contains 
milk or a drink which contains milk ■ Has the baby finished 
her bottle yet? ■ (US) a baby bottle = (Brit) a baby’s bottle ■ 
raised on a bottle instead of breast milk — see also bottle- 
feed 

4 [noncount] Brit slang : courage or strength of spirit ■ I don’t 
think he’s got bottle [=guts] enough to confront them. 
bring your own bottle (US) or Brit bring a bottle — used 

to tell the people who are invited to a party that they 
should bring their own alcoholic drinks 
catch/capture lightning in a bottle see ’lightning 

— bot-tle-ful / l ba:X\ t fu\/ noun [singular] • a bottleful of water 
2 bottle verb bottles; bot-tled; bot-tling [+ obj] 

1 : to put (something) into a bottle so that it can be sold or 
so that it is easier to use ■ The restaurant bottles its own gin¬ 
ger ale. ■ Near the top of the mountain, the climbers relied 
on bottled oxygen to breathe. ■ bottled water ■ bottled gas 
[=gas that is stored in containers for people to use in heating 
their homes or for cooking] 

2 Brit : to put (fruit or vegetables) in a jar using a special 
procedure that preserves them ■ At the end of summer we 
bottle [=(£/•£) can, preserve, put up] tomatoes from the garden. 
bottle out [phrasal verb] Brit slang : to become too afraid to 

do something : to lose your nerve ■ I was going to ask him 
but then I bottled out. (= chickened out] 
bottle up [phrasal verb] bottle (something) up or bottle up 
(something) : to keep (a feeling or emotion) inside of you 
instead of expressing it : to hide (a feeling or emotion) ■ 
She’s kept her feelings about the accident bottled up for 
too long. ■ I know he’s angry, but he bottles it up inside in¬ 
stead of talking to someone about it. 

— bot-tler noun, pi bot*tlers [count] ■ soft drink bottlers ■ 
the region’s best known wine bottler 

bottle bank noun, pi ~ banks [count] Brit : a large con¬ 
tainer that people put empty bottles in so that the glass or 
plastic the bottles are made from can be used again 
bottle blond noun, pi blonds [count] : a person whose 
hair has been made blond by using chemicals 
bot-tle—feed /'ba:tl l fi:d/ verb -feeds; -fed; -feeding 1+ 
obj] : to feed (a baby or young animal) with a bottle instead 
of from its mother’s breast ■ All her children were bottle-fed. 
• We had to bottle-feed the kitten. — compare breast-feed 
bottle green noun [noncount] : a green color ■❖■ In the U.S., 
bottle green is usually a medium green color. In British En¬ 
glish, it is usually a dark green color. 

— bottle-green adj 

boMle*neck /’bait],nek/ noun, pi -necks [count] 

1 : a section of road or highway where the traffic moves very 
slowly ■ Bridge construction has created a bottleneck on the 
southern part of Main Street. 

2 : something that slows down a process ■ All decisions must 
be approved by the committee, and this is where the compa¬ 
ny runs into bottlenecks. 

bot-tle-nose dolphin /'bcutl.nouz-/ noun, pi ~ -phins 

[count] : a small gray whale that has a long nose — called 
also bottle-nosed dolphin 
1 bOt«tom /'ba.tam/ noun, pi -toms 

1"~ "account] : the lowest part, point, or level of something — 
usually singular ■ He’s waiting at the bottom of the stairs. ■ 
Our house is at the bottom of the hill. • The top of the wall is 
painted and the bottom is covered in wood paneling. ■ the 
bottom of the page/screen/list ■ Please fill out this form and 
sign your name at the bottom, b [count] : the part of some¬ 
thing that is below or under the other parts — usually singu¬ 
lar ■ the ship’s bottom [= underside ] ■ The bowl was signed on 
the bottom [-base] by the artist. ■ There’s a small cut on the 
bottom [=sole] of his foot, c [count] : the lowest point or 
surface inside something : the part of something hollow that 
is furthest from the top — usually singular ■ I think there is 
still a little sugar left in the bottom of the box/container. ■ 
The pool is so deep I could not touch the bottom. ■ One of 
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the drawers has a false bottom. [=a panel that looks like the 
drawer’s bottom but that can be removed to expose more 
space] d [singular] chiefly Brit: the part of something that is 
furthest away ■ We sailed to the bottom of the bay. ■ the bot¬ 
tom of the garden 

2 [count] : the part of the body on which you sit: buttocks 
■ The poor baby has a rash all over his little bottom. 

3 a [ singular ]: a position of little power in a company or or¬ 
ganization ■ The company’s new CEO started at the bottom 
and worked her way up. b [singular] : a low rank or posi¬ 
tion ■ Why do I always find myself rooting for the team at the 
bottom of the league? ■ She graduated at the bottom of her/ 
the class. [=her grades were among the lowest in her gradu¬ 
ating class] C [noncount] : the worst position, level, or con¬ 
dition ■ at the bottom of the pay scale ■ After weeks of losing 
value, the company’s stocks have hit bottom. [=reached the 
bottom; lost all value] "Jim has finally scraped bottom. [=has 
finally reached the worst possible condition] — see also 
ROCK BOTTOM 

4 a [singular] : the surface that is under a body of water ■ the 
bottom of the ocean • the sandy river/lake bottom b bot¬ 
toms [plural] : the flat, low land along a river or stream 
: bottomland ■ grazing in grassy river bottoms 

5 [count] : a piece of clothing that is worn on the lower part 
of the body ■ a bikini bottom — often plural ■ pajama bot¬ 
toms — see color picture on page C13 

6 [singular] : the second half of an inning in baseball ■ They 
tied the score in the bottom of the ninth inning. 

7 [noncount] chiefly Brit : the lowest gear of a car ■ Stay in 
bottom [=bottom gear] until you reach the top of the hill. 

at bottom chiefly Brit : in reality : really ■ The song is, at 
bottom [=in truth], a lullaby. ■ He is very shy, at bottom, 
at the bottom of the pile see ‘pile 

be/I I e at the bottom of chiefly Brit : to be the source or orig¬ 
inator of (something) ■ I think I know who’s at the bottom 
of[=behind] these pranks. 

bottoms up informal — used as a toast or to tell people to 
finish their drinks ■ Here’s to the groom-to-be! Bottoms up\ 

from the bottom of your heart see heart 
from top to bottom see ‘top 

get to the bottom of : to find out the true reason for or 
cause of (something) ■ Police are working furiously to get 
to the bottom of this recent string of violent crimes. 
the bottom drop/fall out If the bottom drops/falls out of 
something, it suddenly fails or becomes unable to continue 
in a normal and effective way. ■ Analysts warn that recent 
changes in the region may result in the bottom dropping out 
of the oil market. [=may cause the oil market to collapse] ■ 
When the accident happened, she felt the bottom drop out 
of her world. [=she felt her world collapse] 
the bottom of the barrel : the lowest possible condition, 
level, etc. ■ After the divorce, Tim felt he had reached/hit 
the bottom of the barrel. ■ The excessive coverage of the 
scandal signals that the news media may have finally hit/ 
reached the bottom of the barrel. ■ Salaries in the industry 
are scraping/hitting the bottom of the barrel. [=salaries in 
the industry are very low] 

— bot-tomed /’baitamd/ adj ■ flat bottomed boats 
2 bottom adj, always used before a noun 

1 : in the lowest position ■ the bottom rung of the ladder ■ the 
bottom drawer/shelf ■ her bottom lip • Somebody’s finger¬ 
prints are all along the bottom edge of the photograph. 

— see also bottom line 

2 : living at the lowest level of an ocean or lake ■ bottom fish 
bet your bottom dollar see 2 bet 

3 bottom verb -toms; -tomed; -tom-ing 

bottom out [phrasal verb] : to reach a lowest or worst point 
usually before beginning to rise or improve ■ Real estate 
prices seem to have bottomed out , and sellers can expect to 
get higher prices in coming months. ■ The team bottomed 
out in last place. 

bottom drawer noun, pi ~ -ers [count] Brit : hope chest 
bottom feeder noun, pi ~ -ers [count] 

1 : a fish that feeds at the bottom of a lake, pond, etc. 

2 US, disapproving : someone who uses other people’s trou¬ 
bles, weakness, etc., as an opportunity to make money ■ Af¬ 
ter his daughter’s tragic death, he was hounded by media 
bottom feeders who demanded exclusive interviews. 

3 US, informal : someone or something that has a very low 
status or rank ■ In a surprise upset, the all-star team lost to 
one of the league’s bottom feeders. 

bottom gear noun [noncount] chiefly Brit : low gear : a ve¬ 
hicle’s lowest gear 


boMom-land /'baitam^amd/ noun, pi -lands [count] : flat 
low land along a river or stream — usually plural ■ lush bot¬ 
tomlands 

bot-tonvless /'bcutamlas/ adj 

1 a : having no bottom ■ a bottomless barrel [=a barrel that 
has no bottom because it has been removed] b : seeming to 
have no bottom or limit ■ a bottomless expense account • The 
diner serves bottomless cups of coffee. [=allows customers to 
have as much coffee as they like for one price] 

2 : very deep ■ a bottomless pit 
bottom line noun 

1 the bottom line a : the most important part of some¬ 
thing : the most important thing to consider • 77ie bottom 
line [=all that matters] is that the product just wasn’t practi¬ 
cal. • If our flight is late, we will miss our connection. That’s 
the bottom line, b : the final result or outcome ■ A student 
with special needs can stress a school’s budget, but the bot¬ 
tom line is that the state must provide for the child’s educa¬ 
tion. 

2 [singular] : a company’s profits or losses ■ How will these 
changes affect our bottom line ? ■ He’s always got his eye on 
the bottom line. 

3 [singular] : the least amount of money you are willing to 
consider for something ■ He says his bottom line is $120,000. 

boMom-Up /'baitam'Ap/ adj ■ progressing upward from 
the lowest levels : controlled or directed from the lower lev¬ 
els ■ bottom-up management — opposite top-down 
bot*U»lism /'ba:tf3,liz3m//ioM/i [noncount] : a serious illness 
that is caused by eating food that has not been preserved 
correctly and that is filled with bacteria 
bou-doir /'bu^dwaa 1 / noun, pi -doirs [count] old-fashioned 
: a woman’s bedroom or private room for dressing or resting 
bouf-fant /bu'faint, Brit 'bu:,fDi)/ adj : having a full and 
rounded shape ■ a bouffant skirt — usually used to refer to a 
hairstyle in which the hair is up and away from the head in a 
full, rounded shape ■ bouffant hairdos from the 1950s 
bOU*gain*vil-lea /,bu:g3n'vi]j3/ noun, pi -leas [count, non¬ 
count] : a tropical plant that has usually red or purple flow¬ 
ers 

bough /'bau/ noun, pi boughs [count] : a main branch of a 
tree 

bOUCjht past tense and past participle of y BUY 
bOUlMa*baiSSe /.buija'beis/ noun 

1 [count, noncount] : a stew made with strong spices and two 
or more kinds of fish 

2 [singular] : a mixture of different kinds of things ■ The 
book is a bouillabaisse [=(more commonly) potpourri] of sto¬ 
ries and poems from around the world. 

bouil-lon /'bu:l,ja:n, Brit 'bu:,jDn/ noun, pi bouillons 
[count, noncount] : a clear liquid in which meat, chicken, 
fish, or vegetables have been cooked and which is eaten as 
soup or used to make sauces ■ beef bouillon 

[ Do not confuse bouillon with bullion. { 

bouillon cube noun, pi ~ cubes [count] : a small cube of 
dried meat or vegetables that is used to add flavor to soup — 
called also (Brit) stock cube 

boul'der /'boulda-/ noun, pi -ders [count] : a very large 
stone or rounded piece of rock 
bou-le-vard /'bu^vaa-d/ noun, pi -vards [count] : a wide 
and usually important street that often has trees, grass, or 
flowers planted down its center or along its sides ■ walking 
down the boulevard — often used in names ■ Sunset Boule¬ 
vard in Los Angeles — abbr. blvd. 

1 bounce /'bauns/ verb bounc-es; bounced; bounding 

1 a [+ obj] : to cause (a ball, rock, etc.) to hit against a sur¬ 
face and quickly move in a different and usually opposite di¬ 
rection ■ He was bouncing a tennis ball against/off the garage 
door. ■ bouncing the ball back and forth b [no obj] : to 
move in one direction, hit a surface (such as a wall or the 
floor), and then quickly move in a different and usually op¬ 
posite direction — usually + off ■ The ball bounced off the 
wall. ■ A rock bounced off the road and hit our car’s wind¬ 
shield. ■ The light will bounce off the mirror and shine into 
the next room. 

2 a [no obj] : to move with a lot of energy and excitement ■ 
He bounced [=bounded] into the room to welcome his guests. 
■ The kids are bouncing off the walls. [=the kids are very/too 
excited and have a lot of energy] b : to move or jump up 
and down [no obj] The children love to bounce on the bed/ 
trampoline. ■ The winner bounced up and down with delight. 
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• Her curls bounced as she jumped. [+ obj\ He bounced the 
baby on his knee. 

3 a [no obj ] of a check : to be returned by a bank because 
there is not enough money in the bank account to pay the 
amount that is on the check ■ She gave me a check for 20 
dollarc, but the check bounced , and I never got the money, 
b [+ obj\ : to write (a check) that is returned without pay¬ 
ment by the bank ■ He bounced a 100-dollar check at the gro¬ 
cery store. ■ The store charges a $15 fee for a bounced check. 

4 [no obj\ : to go quickly and repeatedly from one job, place, 
etc., to another ■ He bounces back and forth between Miami 
and Houston. — often +ffom • bouncing from place to place 
■ She bounces from one job to another. ■ Our teacher’s always 
bouncing from one subject to another. 

5 : to return (an e-mail) to the sender instead of delivering it 
[+ obj\ I tried to send you an e-mail, but it got bounced back 
to me. [=the e-mail or computer system was not able to de¬ 
liver it] [no obj} I tried to send you an e-mail but it bounced, 
bounce around [phrasal verb ] bounce (something) around 

or bounce around (something) informal : to talk about 
(something, such as an idea) in an informal way in order to 
get different opinions about it ■ We were bouncing some 
ideas around for the design of the book’s cover. 
bounce back [phrasal verb] : to return quickly to a normal 
condition after a difficult situation or event ■ She bounced 
back [= recovered] easily from her surgery. ■ After losing the 
first three games of the series, they bounced back to win 
their next eight games. 

bounce into [phrasal verb] Brit, informal bounce (someone) 
into (something) : to force (someone) to decide to do 
(something) especially without having time to think about 
it ■ The voters were bounced into agreeing to the proposal. 
bounce off [phrasal verb] bounce (something) off (someone) 
informal : to talk about (something, such as an idea) with 
(someone) in an informal way in order to get an opinion ■ I 
wanted to bounce some ideas off you before the meeting. 
2 bounce noun, pi bounces 

1 [count] : the act or action of bouncing off the ground or 
another surface ■ The ball took a high bounce over the short¬ 
stop’s head. ■ He caught the ball on the first bounce. 

2 [noncount] a : the ability to move quickly in a different 
direction after hitting a surface : the ability to bounce ■ a 
basketball that has lost all its bounce b : a quality that 
makes a person’s hair look healthy, full, and attractive : a 
bouncy quality ■ The shampoo promises to give limp hair 
lots of bounce. 

3 [singular] : a sudden increase • Several companies showed 
a bounce [=upswing, upsurge] in earnings. ■ After the debates, 
she enjoyed a big bounce in the election polls. 

4 : energy and liveliness [noncount] He may be 90 years old, 
but he still has plenty of bounce [=spring] in his step, [singu¬ 
lar] There’s still a bounce in his step. 

bounc*er /'baunsa*/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person whose job is to force anyone who causes a prob¬ 
lem in a bar, nightclub, etc., to leave that place 

2 : a ball that bounces on the ground ■ The batter hit a 
bouncer to the shortstop. 

bounce pass noun, pi <■** passes [count] basketball : a 
pass to a teammate that is made by bouncing the ball once 
bounC-ing /'baonsir)/ adj, always used before a noun : very 
healthy and active ■ a bouncing baby boy 
bouncy /*baonsi/ ad) bounc-i-er; -est 

1 : able to bounce well ■ a bouncy rubber ball 

2 : lively, cheerful, and full of energy ■ a bouncy host • 
bouncy dance music 

3 : quickly returning to a full, rounded shape after being 
made flat ■ a bouncy [=springy] seat cushion ■ her curly, 
bouncy hair 

— bounc-My adv • bouncily energetic — bounc-i-ness 
noun [noncount] • the music’s bounciness 
1 bound past tense and past participle of 1 bind 

2 bound adi 

1 net used before a noun : very likely or certain to do or to be 
something ■ It’s bound to rain soon. ■ It’s bound to be a great 
party. • I knew they would get married. It was bound to hap¬ 
pen. ■ Everyone is bound to make mistakes sometimes. ■ Such 
a foolish plan is bound to fail. 

2 : unlikely or unable to change, develop, move, etc., be¬ 
cause of being held or controlled by something • an organi¬ 
zation that is bound by tradition — often used in combina¬ 
tion • a tradition-foum/ organization • a cultur e-bound 
philosophy — see also deskbound, fogbound, house¬ 


bound, ICEBOUND, MUSCLE-BOUND, SNOWBOUND 

3 : tied together with something (such as a string or rope) ■ a 
neatly/tightly/loosely bound stack of papers — see also 
‘bind 1, 2 

4 not used before a noun : closely joined or connected to oth¬ 
er people • She and I are bound (together) by our shared 
past. [=we are connected to each other because we have the 
same past] ■ family members bound by either blood or mar¬ 
riage — see also ‘bind 7 

5 not used before a noun : required by law or duty to do 
something • The state is legally bound [= obligated] to provide 
each child with an education. ■ He was duty bound [=it was 
his duty] to help. • I felt honor bound to defend them. [=1 felt 
that I had to defend them because it was morally right] ■ 
( chiefly Brit ) The experiment, I am bound to say [-1 must say / 
admit], seems to have succeeded. — see also ‘bind 5 

6 : held together or covered with a particular type of materi¬ 
al — often + in • books bound in leather/velvet — often used 
in combination ■ XeaXher-bound books [=books with leather 
covers] • a spiral-bound notebook [=a notebook that has its 
pages held together with a curving wire] — see also 1 bind 11 
bound and determined : very determined ■ We were bound 

and determined to finish the project on time. 
bound up : closely involved or associated : greatly affected ■ 
The fates of such projects are always bound up in politics. 
— usually + with • Their lives are closely bound up with 
their religion. • These societal changes are inextricably 
bound up with the development of new technologies. 

Ill be bound Brit, old-fashioned — used to stress that you 
are sure of something you have said • It’ll be dark soon. I'll 
be bound. 

- compare ‘bound 

3 bound /•baond/ adj : going or planning to go to a specified 
place ■ We were homeward bound. [=we were going towards 
our home] • college-bound teenagers [=teenagers who are 
planning to go to college] — often + for • She got on a plane 
bound for [=going to] London. • He was bound for New York. 

■ a ship bound for Africa — see also eastbound, home- 
bound, INBOUND, NORTHBOUND, OUTBOUND, SOUTH¬ 
BOUND, westbound — compare 2 bound 

4 bound noun, pi bounds [count] : a leap or long jump • He 
leapt over the puddle in/with a single bound, 
by fin leaps and bounds see 2 leap 

- compare 6 bound 

5 bound verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition 

bounds; bound-ed; bound-ing [no obj] : to move by 
jumping : to walk or run with long, energetic steps • She 
came bounding down the stairs. ■ We saw three deer bound 
over the fence into the woods. — compare 7 BOUND 
6 bound noun, pi bounds 

1 bounds [plural] : the point at which something (such as an 
idea or someone’s behavior) stops being good or acceptable 
: the limit of what is correct or proper • The play .goes be¬ 
yond the bounds of decency. = The play exceeds the bounds 
of decency. ■ within the bounds of reason = within reason¬ 
able bounds • The police officers exceeded/overstepped their 
bounds and broke the law. 

2 [count] : something that shows where one area ends and 
another area begins — usually plural ■ the bounds [=(more 
commonly) boundaries] of the nature reserve 

know no bounds : to have no limit ■ His generosity knows 
no bounds. [=he is extremely generous] 
in bounds : inside the area where players or the ball must 
stay in sports like basketball and American football ■ The 
receiver was still in bounds when he caught the pass. • The 
referee said the ball landed in bounds, 
out of bounds 1 : outside the area where players or the 
ball must stay in sports like basketball and American foot¬ 
ball ■ The ball was kicked out of bounds. ■ The player 
stepped out of bounds to avoid being hit. 2 : not good or 
acceptable ■ The teacher’s comment was completely out of 
bounds. [= unacceptable. inappropriate] 3 — used to de¬ 
scribe a place where people are not allowed to go ■ The au¬ 
ditorium is out of bounds for/to students during the reno¬ 
vations. 4 — used to describe something that people are 
not allowed to discuss or mention ■ The subject of politics 
is out of bounds [-off limits] when our family gets together. 

- compare 4 bound 

7 bound verb bounds; bounded; bounding [+ obj ] : to 

form a border around (an area) — usually used as (be) 
bounded • a quiet village bounded [=surrounded, enclosed] by 
mountains ■ The city is bounded by two major highways. 

- compare ‘bound 



187 


boundary • bow 


boundary /'baundri/ noun, pi -aries 

1 [count] : something (such as a river, a fence, or an imagi¬ 
nary line) that shows where an area ends and another area 
begins ■ Those two trees mark the boundary of our property. 

■ The river forms the country’s western boundary. 

2 [count] : a point or limit that indicates where two things 
become different ■ at/on the boundary between fact and fic¬ 
tion 

3 boundaries [plural] : unofficial rules about what should 
not be done : limits that define acceptable behavior ■ You 
need to set boundaries with your children. ■ Did he violate 
the boundaries of the doctor-patient relationship? ■ They’re 
pushing the boundaries of [=doing things that are unusual 
in] traditional French cooking. 

know no boundaries 1 : to be capable of affecting people 
everywhere ■ This is a disease that knows no boundaries. 2 
: to have no limits ■ My admiration for him knows no 
boundaries. [=knows no bounds] 
bound-less /'baundlas/ adj : not limited in any way : hav¬ 
ing no boundaries ■ the boundless [^limitless, endless] sky • 
We were filled with boundless joy. ■ Her love for her family 
was boundless. 

— bound-less-ly adv • a boundlessly generous person 

boun-te-ous /'bauntijas /adj [more most —]formal : giv¬ 

ing or providing many desired things : bountiful ■ Togeth¬ 
er we give thanks for this bounteous harvest. 

boun-ti-flll /'bauntifal/ adj, formal 

1 : giving or providing many desired things ■ this bountiful 
land ■ bountiful harvests 

2 : given or existing in large amounts ■ a bountiful supply of 
water ■ a bountiful meal ■ bountiful baskets of fruit 

— boun-ti-fuMy adv ■ They were bountifully rewarded, 
boun-ty /'baunti/ noun, pi -ties 

1 literary : good things that are given or provided freely and 
in large amounts [noncount] the bounty of nature = nature’s 
bounty • summer’s bounty of plump tomatoes [singular] The 
cottage is filled with a bounty of fresh flowers. 

2 [count] : an amount of money given to someone as a re¬ 
ward for catching a criminal ■ A bounty of 500 dollars was 
put on his head. [=anyone who captured him would receive a 
500-dollar bounty] 

bounty hunter noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : someone who 
catches criminals who have not been caught by the police in 
exchange for a reward 

bou-quet /bou'kei, bu.'kei/ noun, pi -quets [count] 

1 : a group of flowers that are picked and often tied together 

■ The bride carried a bouquet of white and red roses. 

2 : a particular and usually pleasant smell of flowers or wine 

■ The wine has a lovely bouquet. 

bouquet gar-ni /-gaa-'ni:/ noun, pi bouquets gar-nis 
/-ga^'ni:/ [count] : a bunch of herbs that are tied together or 
put in a cloth bag and cooked with food to add flavor but re¬ 
moved before the food is served 
bour-bon /'b^ban/ noun, pi -bons : a type of American 
whiskey made from com, malt, and rye [noncount] a glass 
of bourbon ■ I prefer bourbon to Scotch, [count] We’ll have 
two bourbons [=two glasses of bourbon], please, 
bour-geois /'bua^wa:/ adj 

1 : relating to or belonging to the middle class of society ■ 
the bourgeois class • bourgeois families/businessmen 

2 [more most ] disapproving : having qualities or values 
associated with the middle class : too concerned about 
wealth, possessions, and respectable behavior ■ bourgeois 
life/culture/society ■ bourgeois attitudes/values ■ bourgeois 
materialism 

— bourgeois noun, pi bour-geois /'bua^waiz/ [count] • 
He was a bourgeois, not a nobleman. ■ a philosopher who 
had no sympathy for the bourgeois — see also petit 
bourgeois 

bour-geoi-sie Abua^wai'zi:/ noun 
the bourgeoisie : the middle class of society : the social 
class of skilled workers, business and professional people, 
and government officials ■ members of the bourgeoisie 
bout /'baut/ noun, pi bouts [count] 

1 : a period of time during which someone suffers from 
something (such as an illness or disease) — often + of • a bout 
of fever ■ She struggles with frequent bouts of depression. — 
often + with in U.S. English ■ She survived a 5-year bout with 
cancer. ■ a bout with the flu 

2 : a short period of time during which something is done or 
happening ■ a drinking bout — often + of • a 4-hour bout of 


reading ■ a bout of unemployment 

3 : a wrestling or boxing contest ■ He lost his bout [=fight] 
with the boxing champion. 

bOU-tique /bu:'ti:k/ noun, pi -tlques [count] : a small store 
that sells stylish clothing or other usually expensive things 
bou-ton-niere /,bu:tn'i 0 s Brit bu:,tDni'ea/ noun,pi -nieres 
[count] US : a flower or small group of flowers that men 
sometimes wear on their jackets on special occasions (such 
as weddings) — called also C Brit ) buttonhole 
bo-vine /'bou,vam/ adj 

1 technical : relating to cows • a bovine illness ■ bovine 
growth hormones 

2 disapproving : looking or acting like a cow ■ his round bo¬ 
vine face ■ She stared at us with a stupid, bovine expression. 

1 bow /'bau/ verb bows; bowed; bow-lng 

1 [no obj] : to bend forward at the neck or waist as a formal 
way of greeting someone or showing respect ■ He bowed po¬ 
litely and introduced himself to us. ■ You must bow (down) 
before the king. ■ a man bowing to kiss the hand of a woman 
■ The men bowed and the women curtsied as the royal couple 
walked past. ■ She bowed down in front of the altar. — often 
+ to • They bowed to each other and began talking. ■ She 
bowed to the audience and walked off stage. 

2 [+ obj] : to turn (your head) down so that you are looking 
toward the ground ■ people bowing their heads in prayer ■ 
His head was bowed [-lowered] in shame. ■ We listened with 
bowed heads. 

3 [no obj] : to stop trying to fight or resist something : to 
agree to do or accept something that you have been resisting 
or opposing — usually + to ■ The President bowed [-gave in, 
yielded] to political pressure. ■ They usually bow to his wish¬ 
es. [=they usually do what he wants] ■ She finally bowed to 
the inevitable and accepted their decision. 

bow and scrape : to treat someone who is powerful or 
wealthy in an extremely respectful way especially in order 
to get approval, friendship, etc. • She’s disgusted by politi¬ 
cians who bow and scrape before wealthy contributors. 
bow down to [phrasal verb] bow down to (someone or 
something) : to show weakness by agreeing to the de¬ 
mands or following the orders of (someone or something) • 
I will bow down to no one. [=1 will take orders from no one; 
I will submit to no one] • The government is refusing to 
bow down to [-give in to] pressure to lift the sanctions. 
bow out [phrasal verb] : to stop doing something : to stop 
being involved in a contest, an activity, etc. ■ He knew he 
would not win the election, so he decided to bow out of the 
presidential race. ■ He bowed out [-left, withdrew] graceful¬ 
ly. • She has bowed out of the restaurant business entirely. 

- compare 3 bow 

2 bOW noun, pi bows [count] : the act of bending forward at 
the neck or waist in order to greet someone or show respect 
: the act of bowing ■ In some cultures it is polite to greet peo¬ 
ple with a bow, while in others a handshake is preferred. ■ He 
smiled and made/gave a bow. 

take a bow : to bow towards an audience that is applauding 
for you ■ When the play has finished, the actors will line up 
to take a bow. — often used figuratively to say that some¬ 
one deserves to be praised ■ The people who organized the 
festival should take a bow for its remarkable success. 

- compare 3 bow, 4 bow 

3 bOW /'bau/ noun, pi bows [count] : the front part of a boat 
or ship ■ The deck was cleaned from bow to stem. [=from the 
front end to the back end] — see picture at boat; opposite 
2 stern — compare 2 bow, 4 bow 
4 bOW /'bou/ noun, pi bows [count] 

1 : a knot that is made by tying a ribbon or string into two or 
more loops and that is used for tying shoelaces or for decora¬ 
tion ■ She tied/wore a bow in her hair. — see also bow tie 

2 : a weapon used for shooting arrows that is made of a long, 
thin piece of wood which is bent with its ends connected by a 
tight, strong string ■ They hunted with bows and arrows. 

3 : a tool that is used for playing a violin or similar musical 
instrument and that is made of a thin stick of wood with its 
ends connected by stretched pieces of hair or fiber — see 
picture at stringed instrument 

- compare 2 bow, 3 bow 

5 bow verb bows; bowed; bow-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to use a bow to play (a violin or similar musical in¬ 
strument) ■ bowing or plucking the violin strings — see also 
BOWING 

2 : to bend or curve [no obj] The wall bows out at the bot¬ 
tom. [+ obj] Years of riding horses has bowed his legs. ■ Peo- 
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pie with this disorder often have bowed legs. — see also 
BOWLEGGED 

— compare 1 BOW 

bowd*ler*ize also Brit bowd-ler-ise /'boudla^aiz, Brit 
*baudl3,raiz/ verb -iz*es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ obj\ usually disap¬ 
proving : to change (a book, play, movie, etc.) by removing 
parts that could offend people ■ bowdlerize a classic novel by 
removing offensive language 

— bowdlerized also Brit bowdlerised adj • a bowdlerized 
version of the novel 

bow*el /'bawsl/ noun, pi -els 

1 [count] : the long tube in the body that helps digest food 
and carries solid waste out of the body ■ a disease of the bow¬ 
el — often plural • a disease that affects the bowels *$■ To have 
a bowel movement or to move your bowels or (Brit) open 
your bowels is to pass solid waste from your body. ■ The pa¬ 
tient made/had a normal bowel movement. 

2 the bowels literary : the deep inner parts of something ■ 
They dug deep into the bowels of the earth. ■ The engine 
room is down in the bowels of the ship. 

bOW*er /'bawa 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] literary : a pleasant 
shady place in a garden or forest ■ resting in the shade of the 
bower 

bOW*ing /'bowii)/ noun [noncount] : the style or technique 
for using a bow when playing a violin or similar musical in¬ 
strument 

1 bowl /'bool/ noun, pi bowls 

1 [count] a : a round container that has tall, curving sides 
and that is used for preparing or serving foods and liquids ■ a 
soup/salad/pasta bowl [=a bowl used for serving or eating 
soup/salad/pasta] ■ the dog’s water bowl — see picture at 
PLACE SETTING; see also MIXING BOWL, PUNCH BOWL b 
: the food or liquid served in a bowl ■ We gave the kittens a 
bowl [=bowlful] of milk. : the amount of food or liquid 
served in a bowl * I ate two bowls of soup for dinner. ■ May I 
have another bowl of ice cream? 

2 [count] : a part of something that is shaped like a bowl: 
such as a : the bottom part of a toilet ■ a toilet bowl b : the 
deep, rounded part of a spoon C : the part of a pipe that 
holds tobacco 

3 [singular] : a valley or area of land that is low and that has 
higher land around it ■ a town in the bowl of the mountains 

— see also dust bowl 

4 [singular] US : a large stadium or theater that is shaped like 
a bowl — used in names ■ a concert at the Hollywood Bowl 

5 [count] American football : a game that is played after the 
regular season between college teams that have been special¬ 
ly invited ■ college bowl games — usually used in names ■ the 
Orange Bowl — see also super bowl 

6 a [count] : a ball used in the game of lawn bowling b 
bowls [plural] Brit : lawn bowling 

2 bowl verb bowls; bowled; bowl-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to roll (a ball) towards something especially in the 
game of bowling or lawn bowling ■ I don’t think I can bowl a 
12-pound ball. 

2 a [no obj] : to play the game of bowling ■ We bowl every 
Thursday night. ■ Do you like to bowl? ■ I haven’t bowled 
since I was a kid. b [+ obj] : to get (a score) in a game of 
bowling * She usually bowls around 150. 

3 [+ obj] cricket a : to throw (a ball) to the batsman b : to 
force (a batsman) to leave the field by throwing a ball that 
hits the wicket behind the batsman • He was bowled (out) for 
47. 

4 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] chiefly 
Brit : to move or go very quickly * We were bowling along the 
motorway in her new car. 

bowl over [phrasal verb] 1 bowl (someone or something) 
over or bowl over (someone or something) : to hit and 
push down (someone or something) while quickly moving 
past ■ We were almost bowled over by the wind. 2 bowl 
(someone) over or bowl over (someone) : to surprise or 
impress (someone) very much * He was completely bowled 
over by the news. * She bowled over [=amazed] the judges 
with her excellent performance, 
bow-leg-ged /'boujegad/ adj : having legs that curve out¬ 
ward at the knee ■ He’s short and bowlegged. ■ a bowlegged 
woman 

bowl«er /'boul noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : someone who plays the game of bowling • She’s a great 
bowler. [=she bowls very well] 

2 cricket : the player who throws the ball to the batsman 

3 chiefly Brit : derby 4 


bowlful noun, pi -fuls [count] : the amount of food or liquid 
that fits in a bowl ■ a bowlful of peanuts 
bowl-ing /'bouhrj/ noun [noncount] : a game played by roll¬ 
ing a large, heavy ball down a smooth floor (called a lane) to¬ 
wards a set of pins in order to knock down as many pins as 
possible ■ She watches bowling on TV. ■ We're going bowling. 

— often used before another noun ■ a bowling ball • a bowl¬ 
ing lane — see also lawn bowling 

bowling alley noun, pi -leys [count] : a room or build¬ 
ing in which people play the game of bowling 
bow*String /'bou,stnr)/ noun, pi -strings [count] : the 
strong, tight string that is used on a bow for shooting arrows 
bOW tie noun, pi ties [count] : a narrow length of cloth 
that is worn by men around the neck and tied into a bow at 
the throat — see color picture on page Cl6; compare neck¬ 
tie 

bow window noun, pi -dows [count] : a large window 
or set of windows that curves out from the outside wall of a 
building 

bOW-WOW /'bau,wau/ noun [noncount] : the usual sound 
made by dog : a dog’s bark Bowwow is a word used mainly 
by children. ■ “What does the doggy say?” " Bowwow'." 

1 box /‘ba:ks/ noun, pi box-es 

1 [count] a : a container that is made of a hard material 
(such as wood, metal, or cardboard) and that usually has 
four straight sides • a cardboard box • She kept the letters in 
an old box. • empty pizza boxes ■ the cat’s litter box ■ a box of 
tissues/matches/cigars/tools b : the amount of something 
inside a box ■ I ate an entire box of chocolates. 

2 [count] : a container used for holding mail or papers espe¬ 
cially in an office • I’ll put the messages in your box. ■ The 
letter was sent to a post office box in New York. — see also 
IN-BOX, MAILBOX, OUT-BOX 

3 a [count] : a piece of electronic equipment that is con¬ 
tained inside a box ■ Where’s the system’s control box? ■ The 
cable box is on top of the TV. — see also black box, gear¬ 
box b the box Brit, informal : a television ■ Let’s turn on 
the box and watch the game. 

4 [count] : a small area or section of seats that is separated 
from other seats inside a theater, stadium, or courtroom ■ 
She’s sitting in the jury box. — see picture at theater; see 
also BOX SEAT, LUXURY BOX, PRESS BOX, SKYBOX 

5 [count]: a closed shape with four sides on a piece of paper, 
a Web page, etc.: such as a : a square in which you make a 
mark (such as an X) to show that you choose something ■ If 
you are over 18 years old, check this box. • Put an X in the 
correct/appropriate box. b : a square or rectangle around 
special information in a document, book, etc. ■ For more in¬ 
formation, see box A17. 

6 [count] : an area on a sports field that is used for a special 
purpose; especially : one of six areas on a baseball field that 
are marked by lines and that show where the batter, pitcher, 
catcher, and coaches stand ■ He stepped out of the batter’s 
box to take a practice swing. — see also penalty box 

7 [count] Brit : ’cup 6 

8 [count] chiefly Brit: an area where two streets cross that is 
marked by painted lines to show where cars are not allowed 
to stop but can only pass through ■ The sign at the intersec¬ 
tion said “Don’t Block the Box." — called also (Brit) box 
junction 

think outside the box If you think outside the box, your 
thoughts are not limited or controlled by rules or tradition, 
and you have ideas that are creative and unusual. ■ To 
solve this puzzle, you’ll have to think outside the box. 

— compare “box 

2 box verb boxes; boxed; box«ing [+ obj] : to put (some¬ 
thing) in a box • Can you box this for me? It’s a gift. ■ The 
CDs are sold as a boxed set. [=a set of things that are sold to¬ 
gether in a box] — often + up ■ She was told to box up her 
things and go home. 

box in [phrasal verb] box (someone or something) in: to sur¬ 
round (someone or something) and make movement diffi¬ 
cult ■ The other bicyclists boxed her in and she couldn’t 
move ahead. — usually used as (be) boxed in * We were 
boxed in and couldn’t get out of our parking space. I=other 
cars were parked so close to our car that we could not 
move out of our parking space] — sometimes used figura¬ 
tively • 1 feel boxed in by all these rules. 

— compare 3 box 

3 box verb boxes; boxed; boxing : to participate in the 
sport of boxing : to fight with the hands often while wearing 
very thick gloves [no obj] His father taught him how to box 
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when he was 12. [+ obj] Who did he box in his first fight? 

— see also kickboxing, shadowbox 

box someone’s ears old-fashioned : to hit someone on the 
sides of the head or on the ears ■ His mother threatened to 
box his ears if he misbehaved again. 

— compare 2 box 

4 b0X noun, pi box*es [count, noncount] : boxwood 1 

— compare 1 box 

bOX'Car /'ba\ks l ka&/ noun, pi -cars [count] US : a section of 
a train that has a roof and large, sliding doors and that car¬ 
ries goods and supplies rather than people ■ boxcars filled 
with lumber/televisions 

box cutter noun, pi ~ -ters [count] : a small tool that is 
made for opening cardboard boxes and that has a very sharp 
blade that can be pushed in and out of its case 
boX*er /'ba:ks&/ noun, pi -ers 

1 [count] : someone who participates in the sport of boxing 

2 [count] : a type of dog that has a short, square face and a 
tail that is usually cut short when the dog is young — see 
picture at dog 

3 boxers [plural] : boxer shorts 

boxer shorts noun [plural] : loose shorts that are worn as 
underwear by men and boys ■ a pair of boxer shorts — see 
color picture on page C13; compare 2 brief 4 
boxdng /'bcrksir)/ noun [noncount] : the sport of fighting 
someone with your hands while wearing very thick gloves — 
often used before another noun ■ a boxing glove ■ a boxing 
match ■ the heavyweight boxing champion of the world 
Boxing Day noun, pi •— Days [count, noncount] chiefly Brit 
: a holiday that is celebrated especially in England and Can¬ 
ada on the first day after Christmas that is not a Sunday 
box junction noun, pi ~ -tions [count] Brit : 1 box 8 
box lunch noun, pi ~ lunches [count] US : bag lunch 
box office noun, pi ~ -fices 

1 [count] : an area in a theater where tickets are sold for a 
movie, play, etc. ■ The box office will open at 10:00 a.m. 

2 [singular] — used to describe how many tickets have been 
sold for a movie, play, etc. ■ The movie did very well at the 
box office. (=many people bought tickets to see the movie] ■ 
It made over 100 million dollars at the box office. — often 
used before another noun • The movie is a box office hit/suc¬ 
cess. ■ a box office failure/flop 

box room noun, pi ~ rooms [count] Brit : a room in a 
house where things are stored 

box score noun, pi ~ scores [count] US : a small chart 
that shows the players, score, and other details of a baseball 
game ■ reading the box scores in the newspaper 
box seat noun, pi '** seats [count] : a seat in a small area or 
section of seats that is separated from the other seats in a 
theater or stadium 

box spring noun, pi ~ springs [count] US : a wide, flat 
box that is filled with metal springs and covered with cloth 
and that is put under a mattress for support — see picture at 

BED 

box*wood /'ba:ks,wud/ noun, pi -woods 

1 US : an evergreen bush or small tree that has small dark 
leaves and that is used especially to make hedges or bound¬ 
aries in gardens [noncount] a boxwood hedge [count] We 
planted a few boxwoods. — called also box 

2 [noncount] : the tough, hard wood of the boxwood ■ a 
piece of boxwood 

1 boy /'boi/ noun, pi boys 

1 [count] a : a male child ■ It’s a boy\ She gave birth to a 
baby boy this morning. ■ a nine-year-old boy named David ■ 
Okay, boys and girls, it’s time to play a game. ■ Ever since I 
was a (little/young) boy, I’ve wanted to fly airplanes, b 
: SON «Is this your little boy? • He’s our oldest/youngest boy. 
• That’s my boy\ Good job, Son. 

2 [count] a : a young man ■ a group of teenage boys ■ My 
parents want me to meet a nice boy and get married. ■ Don’t 
be so hard on him. He’s just a boy. ■ He’s a boy genius. ■ a boy 
wonder [=a young man who has achieved many great things] 
b : a usually young man from a specified kind of place ■ city/ 
country boys = boys from the city/country ■ a local/home¬ 
town boy ■ a poor boy from the north ■ a farm boy [=a young 
man who lives and works on a farm] 

3 a the boys informal : the male friends or work partners of 
a man viewed as a group ■ Wait till the boys back home hear 
about this! ■ Our boss thinks of himself as just one of the 
boys. ■ He went out drinking with the boys, b [singular] 
chiefly Brit, old-fashioned : a man of any age The phrases 
my dear boy and old boy are used as friendly ways for one 


man to address another man. ■ Why, my dear boy, of course I 
want to see you. ■ Cheer up, old boy. — see also old boy 
4 [count] : a man or boy who does a particular job ■ a mes¬ 
senger boy Boy is often offensive in this sense when the 
person being described is an adult. — see also altar boy, 

BALL BOY, BATBOY, BELLBOY, BUSBOY, DELIVERY BOY, PA¬ 
PERBOY 

boys will be boys The expression boys will be boys is 
used to say that it is not surprising or unusual when men 
or boys behave in energetic, rough, or improper ways. ■ 
You shouldn't be too hard on them for staying out so late. 
Boys will be boys. 

separate the men from the boys see Separate 

- see also bad boy, big boys, good old boy, poster 

BOY, PRETTY BOY 

— boy*hood /'boi,hud/ noun [noncount] • the president’s 
early boyhood — often used before another noun ■ his boy¬ 
hood home l=where he lived when he was a boy] ■ boyhood 
heroes/friends — boy-ish /'bojij/ adj [more most ~] ■ 
his boyish good looks « He has a boyish charm about him. ■ 
a boyish haircut ■ She’s always had a boyish figure. — boy- 
ish*ly adv • a boyishly handsome actor — boy*ish*ness 
noun [noncount] 

2 boy inter] — used as a way to express surprise or enthusiasm 
■ Boy, I sure am hungry! ■ Boy, have I got a story for you! ■ 
There’s a surprise? Oh, boyl What is it? ■ Boy, oh, boy. This is 
great!! ■ Boy, that test was really hard. 

1 boy.cott /'boi.kat/ verb -cotts; -cott-ed, -cott-ing [+ obj] 
: to refuse to buy, use, or participate in (something) as a way 
of protesting ■ plans to boycott American products ■ They 
boycotted the city’s bus system. ■ The country’s leaders boy¬ 
cotted (=did not attend] the event in protest. : to stop using 
the goods or services of (a company, country, etc.) until 
changes are made ■ We boycotted companies that were pol¬ 
luting the environment. 

2 boycott noun, pi -COttS [count] : an often organized act of 
boycotting something • the 1955 bus boycott — often + of, 
against, or on • the country’s boycott of the Olympics ■ a boy¬ 
cott against/on the company’s products 
boy*friend /'boi,frend/ noun, pi -friends [count] : a man 
that someone is having a romantic or sexual relationship 
with ■ My boyfiiend and I have only been dating for a couple 
of months. — compare girlfriend 
Boy Scout noun, pi ~ Scouts [count] : a member of an or¬ 
ganization for boys ages 11 to 17 Boy Scouts participate in 
group activities, learn skills, and are encouraged to have 
good morals and be good citizens. — called also Scout, com¬ 
pare CUB SCOUT, GIRL SCOUT 

boy*sen*ber*ry /'boizn,beri, Brit 'boiznbri/ noun, pi -ries 
[count] : a large reddish-black berry that has the flavor of a 
raspberry 

bO*ZO /'bouzou/ noun, pi bo*zos [count] informal : a stupid 
or foolish person ■ Some bozo forgot to shut the door. 

Br abbr 1 Britain 2 British 

bra /'bra:/ noun, pi bras [count] : a piece of clothing that is 
worn by women under other clothes to cover and support 
the breasts — called also brassiere', see color picture on page 
Cl 3 

1 brace /'breis /verb brac*es; braced: bracking 

1 : to get ready for something difficult or unpleasant [no 
obj] (i chiefly US) — usually + for ■ The town is bracing for a 
busy tourist season. ■ We braced for the storm. [+ obj] Brace 
yourself. [= prepare yourselj] I have some bad news. — usual¬ 
ly + for ■ She braced herself for the news. 

2 [+ obj] : to give added physical support or strength to 
(something) ■ He braced the gate with a piece of wood. ■ Steel 
columns brace the structure. 

3 [+ obj] a : to support (yourself) by leaning against some¬ 
thing or holding something ■ She braced herself with one 
hand and reached up with the other. — often + against ■ He 
braced himself against the wall, b : to place (something, 
such as your feet or hands) against something for support — 
usually + against ■ He braced his foot against the wall. 

2 brace noun, pi braces 

1 [count] : a part that adds physical strength or support ■ We 
need to add some sort of brace to hold the shelf in place. 

2 [count] a : a device that supports a part of the body ■ He 
could walk with braces on his legs. ■ She wears a back/neck 
brace, b : a device that is attached to teeth to make them 
straight ■ {Brit) He has a brace on his teeth. — plural in U.S. 
English ■ He has braces on his teeth. ■ She needed braces as a 
child. 
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3 [count] : either one of the marks { or } that are used as a 
pair around words or items that are to be considered togeth¬ 
er — usually plural ■ Computer codes appear within braces. 

— called also curly brace, curly bracket 

4 braces [plural] Brit : suspenders 

5 pi brace [count] : a pair of birds that have been hunted and 
killed ■ several brace [=(more commonly) pairs] of quail 

bracelet /'breislat/noMH, pi -lets [count]: a piece of jewel¬ 
ry worn on the wrist — see color picture on page Cl 1 
braoing /'breisiij/ adj [more —; most ~]: pleasantly cool or 
cold ■ clean, bracing air — often used figuratively ■ Her hon¬ 
est remarks provided a bracing [= refreshing ) change from the 
bland, political commentary. 

— braoingdy adv ■ bracingty cool breezes 

brack-en /'brakan/ noun [noncount] : a large plant that 
grows commonly in many places around the world : a large 
kind of fern 

1 brack-et /'brakat/ noun, pi -ets 
[count] 

1 : an object that is attached to a 
wall and used to support or hold up 
something (such as a shelf) ■ The 
shelf is held up with two brackets. ■ 

There are wall brackets in the ga¬ 
rage for the rakes and shovels. 

2 : a category that includes a cer¬ 
tain range of incomes, ages, etc. ■ 

She is taller/shorter than average 
for her age bracket. ■ He earned 
enough to put him in a higher tax 
bracket. ■ She is now in a lower/higher income bracket than 
before. 

3 a : either one of a pair of marks [ ] or < > used to enclose 
words or mathematical symbols — usually plural ■ The title 
appears in/within brackets at the top of the page. The 
marks [ ] are also called square brackets and the marks < > 
are also called angle brackets, b Brit : parenthesis 

2 bracket verb -ets; -et*ed; -et*ing [+ obj] 

1 : to place (words, symbols, etc.) within brackets ■ She 
bracketed (off) portions of the text. ■ bracketed information/ 
text/material 

2 ; to be located at each side of (something) — usually used 
as (be) bracketed ■ The front door is bracketed [= flanked] by 
tall bushes. 

3 : to put (two or more people or things) into the same cate¬ 
gory, group, etc. • Should Haydn and Mozart be bracketed 
(together/with each other)? = Should Mozart be bracketed 
(together) with Haydn? 

brack*ish /'brakif/ adj : somewhat salty ■ brackish water ■ 
a brackish pond 

brag /'brag/ verb brags; bragged; brag-ging : to talk 
about yourself, your achievements, your family, etc., in a 
way that shows too much pride [no obj] After winning the 
race, she couldn't stop bragging. • “I don’t mean to brag ,” he 
said, “but I'm an excellent cook.” — often + about ■ She 
bragged about winning the race. ■ They’re always bragging 
about their son’s accomplishments. [+ obj] He bragged that 
his daughter was the best student in her class. ■ “I’m the fast¬ 
est runner on the team,” she bragged. 
brag-ga-do-cio /.braga'doosi.oo, ,/ noun [noncount] liter¬ 
ary : the annoying or exaggerated talk of someone who is 
trying to sound very proud or brave ■ a loudmouthed brag¬ 
gart who hid his cowardice with braggadocio 
brag*gart /'braga*/ noun, pi -garts [count] : a person who 
brags a lot ■ a loudmouthed braggart 
bragging rights noun [plural] US : a good reason to talk 
with pride about something you have done • She earned 
bragging rights for completing the project on time. 
Brah-man or Brah*min /'brarman/ noun, pi -mans or 
-mins [count] 

1 : a member of the highest priestly class of Hindu society 

2 usually Brahmin US, old-fashioned : an educated person 
who belongs to a high social class ■ She was the daughter of a 
Boston Brahmin. 

1 braid /'breid/ noun, pi braids 

1 [count] chiefly US : an arrangement of hair made by weav¬ 
ing three sections together ■ She wore her hair in a long 
braid. [=(chiejly Brit ) plait] — see picture at hair 

2 [noncount] : a piece of cord or ribbon made of three or 
more strands woven together ■ a hat trimmed with braid 

2 braid verb braids; braid-ed; braid.ing [+ obj] : to form 
(something, such as hair) into a braid : to weave together 



(three or more strands or parts of something) ■ She braids 
her hair every morning. ■ They braided the ribbons. 

braided adj 

1 : formed with three or more parts woven together ■ braid¬ 
ed [-(chiefly Brit ) plaited] hair ■ a braided rug 

2 : decorated with a piece of cord or ribbon made of three 
or more strands woven together : decorated with braid ■ a 
hat with braided trim 

braille or Braille /'breil/ noun [noncount]: a system of writ¬ 
ing for blind people in which letters are represented by 
raised dots ■ a book made available in braille — often used 
before another noun ■ a braille book 
1 brain /'brem/ noun, pi brains [count] 

1 : the organ of the body in the head that controls functions, 
movements, sensations, and thoughts ■ Scientists are learning 
more about how the human brain works. ■ The left and right 
sides of the brain have different functions. — often used be¬ 
fore another noun • a brain injury/tumor ■ brain damage/ 
surgery ■ brain cells/tissue 

2 informal : the ability to think and reason : intelligence 
■ Don’t be such an idiot—use your brain, [-head] ■ She has a 
good brain. [=she is smart] ■ I’m sorry—I don’t know where 
my brain is today. [=I’m not thinking clearly today] ■ If he 
had half a brain [=if he was at all smart], he would have left a 
long time ago. — often plural ■ If he had any brains , he 
would have left a long time ago. ■ She has both brains and 
beauty. 

3 informal : a very intelligent person ■ The other children al¬ 
ways teased him about being such a brain. ■ She is one of the 
best brains [= intellects, minds] in the field. <r If you are the 
brains of/behlnd something, you are the person who thinks 
of plans or makes important decisions for a group. • She’s the 
brains of this organization. ■ He was the brains behind the 
scheme. 

beat/bash someone’s brains out or US beat/bash some¬ 
one’s brains in informal : to hit someone on the head in a 
way that causes serious injury or death : to beat someone 
very badly ■ They threatened to beat my brains in if I ever 
came here again. 

blow someone’s brains out informal : to kill someone 
with a shot to the head : to shoot someone fatally in the 
head ■ When he refused to hand over the money, the rob¬ 
bers threatened to blow his brains out. 
cudgel your brain/brains informal + old-fashioned : to 
think very hard : to rack your brain ■ I cudgeled my brains 
for a solution to the problem. 

on the brain informal : always in your thoughts • I've had 
pizza on the brain all day. [=I’ve been thinking about pizza 
all day] ■ He’s got sex on the brain. [=he’s always thinking 
about sex] 

pick someone’s brain/brains informal: to talk to someone 
in order to get helpful information or advice ■ Do you have 
a moment? I need to pick your brain about a little situation 
that has come up. 
rack your brain/brains see 2 rack 
2 brain verb brains; brained; brain-ing [+ obj] informal : to 
hit (someone) on the head very hard ■ The tree limb fell and 
nearly brained me. 

brain-child /'brem.tfajald/ noun [singular] : an idea, plan, 
or creation of one person ■ The museum is the brainchild of a 
wealthy art collector, 
brain—dead /'brem,ded/ acb 

1 medical : showing no sign of activity in the brain : having 
no brain function ■ Doctors determined that she was brain- 
dead. 

2 informal : very stupid ■ You would have to be brain-dead 
not to see the problem. : not able to function normally • I’ll 
be brain-dead in the morning if I don’t get some sleep. 

brain death noun [noncount] medical : the condition of 
having no brain function ; the end of activity in the brain 
brain drain noun [singular] : a situation in which many ed¬ 
ucated or professional people leave a particular place or pro¬ 
fession and move to another one that gives them better pay 
or living conditions ■ Nothing has been done to stop the 
brain drain as more and more doctors move away from the 
area. 

brain.i*ac /'bremi, 2 ek/ noun, pi -acs [count] informal : a 
very intelligent person ■ the class brainiac — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ a brainiac scientist 
brain-leSS /'bremlas/ adj [more most ~] informal : very 
stupid or silly ■ He thought most of his coworkers were 




191 


brainpower • brass 


brainless. ■ The plot of the new movie is brainless and the act- 
ing is terrible. 

— brain-less-ly adv — brain-less-ness noun [ noncount ] 
brain*pOW«er /'breinipawa 1 / noun [noncount] 

1 : the ability to think intelligently ■ The brainpower of the 
staff constitutes the company’s greatest asset. ■ The product 
is supposed to boost your brainpower. 

2 : people who are very intelligent ■ The company is increas¬ 
ing efforts to recruit scientific brainpower. 

1 brain-storm /'brein,steam/ noun, pi -storms [count] 

1 US : an idea that someone thinks of suddenly — usually 
singular ■ Her latest brainstorm is to convert the garage into 
an apartment. — called also ( chiefly Brit ) brain wave 

2 Brit : a temporary state of confusion : a period of unclear 
thinking * I’m sorry—I must have been having a brainstorm 
when I wrote that. 

2 brainstorm verb -storms; -stormed; -storm-ing : to try 

to solve a problem by talking with other people : to discuss a 
problem and suggest solutions [no obj] We need to brain¬ 
storm about this. [+ obj ] They had a meeting to brainstorm 
some ideas. 

— brainstorming noun [noncount] ■ We did some brain¬ 
storming and came up with some ideas. • We had a brain¬ 
storming session. 

brain-teas-er /'brein,ti:za*/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a puzzle 
that is difficult to figure out or solve 
brain trust noun, pi ~ trusts [count] US : a group of peo¬ 
ple who give advice to a leader about what should be done ■ 
The president’s brain trust recommended the action. — 
called also (Brit) brains trust 

brain-wash / , brein,wa:jy verb -wash-es; -washed; 
-wash-ing [+ obj\ : to cause (someone) to think or believe 
something by using methods that make a person unable to 
think normally ■ Terrorists brainwashed the prisoners. ■ Does 
advertising brainwash children? — often + into ■ She was 
brainwashed into donating all her money to the cult, 
brain wave noun, pi ~ waves [count] 

1 : a pattern or cycle of electrical activity in the brain — 
usually plural ■ Do your brain waves change when you are 
sleeping? 

2 chiefly Brit : 1 brainstorm 1 

brainy /'breini/ adj brain-i-er; -est [also more —; most ~] 
informal: very intelligent ■ a brainy child 

— brain-i-ness noun [noncount] ■ She shouldn’t hide her 
braininess. 

braise /'breiz/ verb brais-es; braised; brais-ing 1+ obj] 
: to cook (food) slowly in fat and a small amount of liquid in 
a covered pot ■ He braised the beef in a wine sauce. 

— braised adj • braised chicken/cabbage 
1 brake /'breik/ noun, pi brakes [count] 

1 : a device for slowing or stopping something (such as a 
wheel or vehicle) ■ She released the brake slowly. ■ Take your 
foot off the brake. — often plural ■ The car will need new 
brakes soon. • He slammed/jammed on the brakes [=he ap¬ 
plied the brakes very quickly] to avoid hitting the other car. 

— often used before another noun ■ brake shoes/fluid ■ Take 
your foot off the brake pedal. ■ I didn’t notice that the car in 
front of me had its brake lights on. — see picture at bicy¬ 
cle; see also disc brake, emergency brake, hand 
BRAKE, PARKING BRAKE 

2 : something used to slow or stop movement or activity — 
usually + on ■ They plan to use interest rates as a brake on 
spending. [=as a way to slow down spending] ■ trying to put 
the brakes on crime 

2 brake /'breik/ verb brakes; braked: brak-ing [no obj] : to 
use the brake on a vehicle • I had to brake suddenly when a 
cat ran in front of the car. ■ This car has excellent braking. 
[=it stops quickly and easily when the brakes are used] 
bram-ble /'braembal/ noun, pi bram-bles [count] 

1 US : a rough bush or vine that usually has sharp thorns on 
its branches — usually plural ■ a field filled with brambles 

2 Brit : blackberry 

bran /'braen/ noun [noncount] : the outer coat of the seed of 
a grain ■ The doctor told me to. eat more bran because it is a 
good source of fiber. — often used before another noun ■ 
bran cereal/muffins [=cereal/muffins containing bran] 

1 branch /'braentf. Brit 'bra:ntfV noun, pi branch-es [count] 

1 : a part of a tree that grows out from the trunk ■ birds sing¬ 
ing from the branches of a tree ■ A large (tree) branch fell 
into our yard during the storm. — see color picture on page 
C6 

2 a : a local office or shop of a company or organization ■ 


The bank has a new branch in our area. ■ She works at the 
branch office downtown, b : a major part of a government 

— often + of' the executive/legislative/judicial branch of the 
United States government 

3 : a part of an area of knowledge or study — often + cf m Pa¬ 
thology is a branch of medicine. 

4 : a part of a family that is descended from a particular 
family member in the past — often + of ■ We don’t know 
much about that branch of the family. 

5 : something that goes outward from a main line or source ■ 
Some of the river’s smaller branches flooded after the heavy 
rains. ■ There was a problem with the railroad’s branch line, 
root and branch see 'root 

— branched /'braentft, Brit 'braintJ't/ adj 

2 branch verb branch-es; branched; branch-ing [no obj] 
: to divide into smaller parts : to separate into branches ■ 
The stream branches from the river near their house. 
branch off [phrasal verb) : to separate from something and 
move in a different direction ■ The stream branched off to 
the left. — often + from ■ The stream branches off from the 
river near their house. ■ Streets branch off from both sides 
of the highway. 

branch out [phrasal verb] : to begin to do more different 
kinds of activities or work ■ In the beginning the business 
was highly specialized, but it has since branched out. — of¬ 
ten + into ■ The company specializes in casual clothing but 
it is branching out into formal wear. 

1 brand /'braend/ noun, pi brands [count] 

1 : a category of products that are all made by a particular 
company and all have a particular name ■ What brand are 
those jeans you are wearing? ■ The store sells a variety of 
shoe brands. • The company claims that its product is better 
than the leading brand. [=the brand that sells the most] — 
often + of ■ I’m trying a different brand of soap. ■ What is 
your favorite brand of soda? ^ Brand loyalty is the tendency 
of a person to continue to buy a particular brand of some¬ 
thing. ■ The company spends a lot of money on advertising to 
develop brand loyalty. — see also store brand 

2 : a particular kind or type of something ■ I don’t like his 
brand o/humor. ■ a lively brand of theater 

3 : a mark that is burned into the skin of an animal (such as 
a cow) to show who owns the animal 

2 brand verb brands; brand.ed; branding [+ obj] 

1 : to put a mark on the skin of (an animal) to show who 
owns it ■ They no longer brand their cattle. 

2 : to describe or identify (someone or something) with a 
word that expresses strong criticism ■ They branded him a 
coward. [=they said he was a coward] — usually used as (be) 
branded ■ He was branded (as) a coward. ■ The newspaper 
was branded racist for publishing the article. 

brand-ed /'braendod/ adj. always used before a noun : hav¬ 
ing a well-known brand name ■ She only buys branded 
[= brand-name] products. 

bran-dish /'braendij/ verb -dish-es; -dished; -dish-ing 

[+ obj] : to wave or swing (something, such as a weapon) in a 
threatening or excited manner ■ She brandished a stick at the 
dog. ■ I could see that he was brandishing a knife, 
brand name noun, pi ~ names [count] : a name that is 
given to a product by the company that produces or sells it ■ 
The drug is sold under several brand names. ■ a trusted brand 
name — compare name brand 
brand-name /'braend'neim/ adj : having a well-known 
brand name ■ I buy only brand-name [-branded] products, 
brand-new /'braend'nu:, Brit 'braend'nju:/ adj : completely 
new ■ She bought a brand-new car. ■ They have a brand-new 
baby. ■ This concept is brand-new —no one has ever tried 
anything like it before. 

bran-dy /'braendi/ noun, pi -dies [count, noncount] : an al¬ 
coholic drink made from wine 
brash /'brae// adj brash-er; -est 

1 : confident and aggressive in usually a rude or unpleasant 
way ■ a brash young executive ■ She asks such brash ques¬ 
tions. 

2 : very strong or harsh ■ brash colors • brash lighting 

— brash-ly adv ■ He brashly confronted his boss about a 
raise. — brash-ness noun [noncount] 

brass /'braes, Brit 'bra:s/ noun, pi brass-es 

1 [noncount] : a yellow metal that is made by combining 
copper and zinc ■ a candlestick made of brass — often used 
before another noun ■ a brass candlestick 

2 : musical instruments (such as trumpets, trombones, and 
tubas) that are made of brass [noncount] The whole 
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orchestra—the strings, percussion, woodwinds, and brass — 
began to play, [plural] The brasses began to play. — often 
used before another noun ■ He’s one of the best brass players 
in the orchestra. • a brass instrument ■ the orchestra’s brass 
section [=the group of musicians in an orchestra who play 
brass instruments! — see also brass band 

3 [noncount] : bright metal objects made of brass ■ polishing 
the brass and the silver 

4 [noncount] chiefly US, informal : the people in the highest 
positions in an organization (such as the military or a busi¬ 
ness) ■ Navy brass [-top brass] met earlier today. — often 
used with the • Ihe brass met earlier today. -$• Brass is used 
with both plural and singular verbs in this sense. ■ Ihe com¬ 
pany brass have/has decided that no action is necessary at 
this time. 

(as) bold as brass see ‘bold 

get down to brass tacks informal : to start to discuss or 
consider the most important details or facts about some¬ 
thing ■ We finally got down to brass tacks and decided to 
work out a schedule for the project. 


brass instrument 



tuba 


brass band noun, pi ~ bands [count] : a band (such as a 
marching band or a military band) in which most of the mu¬ 
sicians play brass instruments (such as trumpets and trom¬ 
bones) 

brassed Off adj [more most ~] Brit, informal : annoyed 
and unhappy ■ feeling a bit brassed off 
bras-siere /bra'zi^, Brit 'brcezia/ noun, pi -sieres [count] 
formal: bra — see color picture on page C13 

brass ring noun 

the brass ring US, informal : a very desirable prize, goal, or 
opportunity • He made his first try for the brass ring when 
he ran for mayor a few years ago. — often used in phrases 
like grab the brass ring and go for the brass ring • She’s de¬ 
cided to go for the brass ring and start her own business, 
brassy /'brsesi, Brit 'braisi/ adj brass*i*er; -est 

1 : very confident and aggressive in a loud and sometimes 
annoying way ■ a brassy woman/reporter 

2 : having a loud and often harsh sound ■ brassy music ■ a 
big, brassy voice 

3 : resembling or suggesting brass • a brassy shine ■ brassy 
colors 


— brass-My /'brcesali, Brit 'braisali/ adv — brass*i*ness 
noun [noncount] 

brat /'brcet/ noun, pi brats [count] informal 

1 disapproving : a child who behaves very badly : an annoy¬ 
ing child ■ a bunch of ill-mannered little brats ■ He is a 
spoiled brat. 

2 US : the child of a person whose career is in the army, 
navy, etc. ■ I was an army/navy/military brat.', also : the child 
of a person whose career is in a specified field • His children 
are typical Hollywood brats. 

— brat*ty /'brceti/ adj brat«ti*er; -est ■ a bratty child 
— brat-ti-ness noun [noncount] 

bra-va-do /bra'vaidou/ noun [noncount] : confident or 
brave talk or behavior that is intended to impress other peo¬ 
ple ■ His stories are always told with bravado. ■ I remember 
his youthful bravado. 

1 brave /•breiv/ adj brav«er; -est: feeling or showing no fear 
: not afraid • He was a brave [=courageous, fearless] soldier. ■ 
She gave us a brave smile. ■ He lost his brave fight against the 
disease. ■ She tried to put on/up a brave face/front [=she tried 
to appear brave or calm] despite the pain of the injury. 
the brave : brave people ■ the home of the brave 

— brave-ly adv • He smiled bravely as he stepped in front of 
the cameras. 

2 brave verb braves; braved; bravdng [+ obj] : to face or 
deal with (something dangerous or unpleasant) ■ We braved 
[=went out in] the rain without our umbrellas. • Thousands 
of fans braved rush-hour traffic to see the concert. ■ I had to 
brave the elements [=go out in bad weather] to get to work. 
3 brave noun, pi braves [count] old-fashioned : a Native 
American warrior 

brave new world noun [singular] : a situation or area of 
activity that is created by the development of something 
completely new and different ■ The company was slow to en¬ 
ter the brave new world of computer technology. — often 
used to suggest that something is both new and possibly dan¬ 
gerous ■ Are we ready to face the brave new world of human 
cloning? 

brav-ery /'breivari/ noun [noncount] : the quality that al¬ 
lows someone to do things that are dangerous or frightening 
: the quality or state of being brave : courage ■ He re¬ 
ceived a medal for bravery. ■ She showed great bravery. ■ an 
act of bravery [=a brave act] 

bra-VO /'braivou/ interj — used to express approval of a per¬ 
formance ■ Shouts of “ Bravol ” continued after the curtain 
fell. 

bra-VU-ra /bra'yjura/ noun [noncount] : great skill and ener¬ 
gy in doing something (such as performing on a stage) — 
usually used before another noun ■ a bravura performance 
brawl /'brail/ verb brawls; brawled; brawMng [no obj] 
: to fight noisily in usually a public place ■ Fans were brawl¬ 
ing in the streets after the game. 

— brawl noun, pi brawls [count] • A brawl broke out among 
the fans after the hockey game. ■ a drunken street brawl • 
He was in a barroom brawl. [=a fight in a bar] — brawher 
noun, pi -ers [count] ■ Police arrested two of the brawlers. 

brawn /'brain/ noun [noncount] 

1 : muscular strength — usually used to compare physical 
strength to intelligence ■ When it comes to men, she prefers 
brains over brawn. [=she likes smart men better than muscu¬ 
lar ones] 

2 Brit : HEADCHEESE 

— brawny /'braini/ adj brawn»i»er; -est • his brawny 
[—muscular ] arms 

bray /'brei/ verb brays; brayed; bray-ing 

1 [no obj] : to make the loud sound that a donkey makes ■ 
The donkey brayed loudly (at us) when we approached it. ■ a 
braying donkey 

2 : to speak or laugh in a very loud and unpleasant way [no 
obj] My aunt brayed with laughter when I told her what had 
happened. • He brayed about what a great player he was. ■ a 
braying voice/laugh [+ obj] “I’m the best!” he brayed. 

— bray noun, pi brays [count] ■ the bray of a donkey 

1 bra-zen /'breizn/ adj [more most ~]: acting or done in a 
very open and shocking way without shame or embarrass¬ 
ment ■ He exhibited a brazen disregard for other people’s 
feelings. ■ a brazen lie 

— bra-zen*ly adv ■ She brazenly ignored his orders. — bra- 
zen-ness noun [noncount] 

2 brazen verb -zens; -zened; -zen-ing 

brazen it out : to continue in a confident way without 
showing shame or embarrassment ■ Despite the bad pub- 
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licity, the candidate decided to brazen it out and stay in the 
race. 

bra*zier /'brei 3 a 1 , Brit 'breizia/ noun, pi -ziers [count] 

1 : a container for holding burning coals 

2 chiefly US : a device on which food is cooked over high 
heat 

Bra-zil nut /bra'zil-/ noun, pi ~ nuts [count] : a long, white 
nut that grows on a South American tree — called also (Brit) 
Brazil ; see picture at NUT 
, 1 breach /'bri:tf/ noun, pi breach-es 

1 : a failure to do what is required by a law an agreement or 
a duty : failure to act in a required or promised way — usu¬ 
ally + of [count] This is clearly a breach of the treaty. ■ He 
was fined for committing a breach of the peace. [=for mak¬ 
ing a lot of noise or behaving violently in public; for disor¬ 
derly conduct] ■ Many people consider her decision to be a 
breach of trust/confidence, [noncount] They sued him for 
breach of contract. [=for failing to do what the contract re¬ 
quired] ■ The judge ruled that the doctor’s actions were in 
breach of her contractual duty. 

2 A breach of security or a security breach is an occur¬ 
rence in which someone is able to get into a place that is 
guarded or is able to get secret information. ■ The break-in 
was a serious breach of security. ■ Allowing such information 
to be released to the public is considered a security breach. 

3 [count] : a break in friendly relations between people or 
groups — often + between ■ The breach between them devel¬ 
oped years ago. ■ The misunderstanding had caused a breach 
between the families. ■ The decision caused a breach between 
the two countries. 

4 [count] : a hole or opening in something (such as a wall) 
made by breaking through it ■ They repaired a breach in the 
fence. 

into the breach If you step/leap/jump (etc.) into the 
breach , you provide help that is badly needed, such as by 
doing a job when there is no one else available to do it. ■ He 
stepped into the breach when the company needed new 
leadership. 

2 breach verb breaches; breached; breach-ing [+ obj\ 

1 : to fail to do what is required by (something, such as a law 
or agreement) : to break or violate (something) ■ He claims 
that the city breached an agreement by selling the property. ■ 
Is he going to breach his contract? 

2 : to make a hole or opening in (something) ■ The army 
breached the castle wall. 

1 bread /'bred/ noun, pi breads 

1 : a baked food made from a mixture of flour and water 
[noncount] She bakes bread every day. ■ a loaf/slice/piece/ 
hunk of bread [count] The bakery offers a nice selection of 
breads and pastries. — often used before another noun ■ 
bread crumbs ■ a bread knife [=a knife used for cutting 
bread] 

2 [noncount] old-fashioned, slang : money • I took the job 
because I needed to earn some bread. [=(more commonly) 
dough ] 

break bread : to have a meal together • He received an invi¬ 
tation to break bread with the president. 
know which side your bread is buttered on informal : to 
know how to act or how to treat others in order to get 
what you want ■ He pretends to be impartial, but believe 
me, he knows which side his bread is buttered on. 

2 bread verb breads; bread-ed; bread-ing [+ obj] : to cover 
(food) with bread crumbs before cooking it ■ She breaded 
the pork chops before frying them. 

— breaded adj ■ She served breaded pork chops, 
bread and butter noun [singular] : a dependable source of 
income or success ■ Casual clothing has always been the 
company’s bread and butter. 
bread-and-butter adj, always used before a noun 

1 : basic and important ■ bread-and-butter economic issues 

2 : dependable as a source of income or success ■ the compa¬ 
ny’s bread-and-butter products ■ His bread-and-butter pitch 
has always been his fastball. 

bread*bas*ket /'bred,b 2 esk 3 t, Brit 'bred,ba:sk 3 t/ noun, pi 
-kets [count]: a region that provides large amounts of food ■ 
the breadbasket of the world ■ The area is becoming the na¬ 
tion’s breadbasket. 

bread*b0X /'bred,ba:ks/ noun, pi -box*es [count] chiefly 
US : a container in someone’s kitchen where bread and oth¬ 
er baked goods are stored to keep them fresh — often used 
informally to describe the size of something ■ The entire ste¬ 
reo system is not much bigger than a breadbox. — called 


also (Brit) bread bin 

bread-fruit /'bred,fru:t/ noun, pi -fruit [count, noncount]: a 
round fruit that resembles bread when it is baked 
bread-line /'bredilain/ noun, pi 'lines 

1 [count] chiefly US : a line of people who are waiting to re¬ 
ceive free food 

2 the breadline Brit: the level of income at which someone 
is considered poor ■ people living below/near/on the bread¬ 
line [-the poverty line] 

breadth /'bret0/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the distance from one side to the other side of something 
: width • We measured the height, breadth , and depth of 
each piece of furniture. ■ Its breadth is five feet. [=(more 
commonly) it’s five feet wide] — see also hair’s breadth 

2 : the quality of including many things : the wide scope or 
range of something ■ I admire his breadth of knowledge/ex¬ 
perience/achievement. = I admire the breadth of his knowl¬ 
edge/experience/achievement. 

the length and breadth of see length 
bread-win-ner /'bred.wina-/ noun, pi -ners [count] : a per¬ 
son who earns money to support a family - He had always 
been the (family) breadwinner. 

1 break /'breik/ verb breaks; broke /'brook/; broken 
/'broukan/; break-ing 

1 : to separate (something) into parts or pieces often in a 
sudden and forceful or violent way [+ obj] She broke the cup 
when she dropped it on the floor. ■ I broke the stick in two/ 
half. = I broke the stick into two pieces. ■ Break the chocolate 
bar into pieces so that everyone can have some. ■ It is easiest 
to break a chain at its weakest link, [no obj] The cup broke 
(into bits/pieces) when it fell on the floor. ■ A chain will 
break at its weakest link. 

2 : to cause (a bone) to separate into two or more pieces [+ 
obj] He fell and broke [= fractured] his collarbone. ■ He broke 
his arm in the accident. [=one of the bones in his arm was 
broken in the accident] ■ The fall broke his arm. [no obj] His 
arm broke in three places when he fell. 

3 [no obj] : to open suddenly especially because of pressure 
from inside ■ The blister broke. ■ A bruise forms when a 
blood vessel breaks under the skin. — see also break open 
(below) 

4 a [+ obj] : to cause (something, such as a machine) to stop 
working by damaging it ■ He broke his watch when he 
dropped it on the floor. ■ I’m afraid I’ve broken your phone, 
b [no obj] : to stop working because of being damaged - His 
watch broke when he dropped it on the floor. ■ The pump re¬ 
cently broke. — see also break down (below) 

5 : to split or divide (something) into smaller units or parts 
[+ obj] The word “singing” can be broken (up) into the two 
syllables “sing-” and “-ing.” ■ They broke the corporation 
(up) into several smaller companies, [no obj] The corpora¬ 
tion broke (up) into several smaller companies. — see also 
BREAK INTO (below) 

6 [+ obj] a : to go through or make a hole in (a surface, 
someone’s skin, etc.) ■ There is no risk of infection if the 
dog’s bite did not break [=puncture] the skin. ■ A large fish 
broke the surface of the water, b : to go through (some¬ 
thing) by using force ■ Use a knife to break the seal. — usual¬ 
ly used figuratively ■ The ceremony is to celebrate people 
who broke racial barriers in the music industry. — see also 
BREAK DOWN (below), BREAK THROUGH (below) C I to 
cut into and turn over the surface of (the ground, soil, etc.) ■ 
The farmer uses a plow to break the soil. — see also break 
ground at 1 GROUND 

7 [+ obj] : to fail to do what is required by (a law, a promise, 
etc.) ■ She may not have broken the law, but she acted 
wrongly. ■ You broke your promise. ■ Students who break the 
rules will be punished. ■ He broke the contract by failing to 
make the payments on time. ■ You can get fined for breaking 
the speed limit. [=for driving faster than you are legally al¬ 
lowed to drive] 

8 a : to destroy or defeat (something) by using force or pres¬ 
sure [+ obj] They kept putting pressure on him, but they 
couldn’t break his spirit/determination/resistance. ■ They fi¬ 
nally broke his will to resist, [no obj] His spirit/determina¬ 
tion will never break, b [+ obj]: to defeat or ruin (someone) 
: to cause (someone) to fail or to stop trying or fighting ■ He 
swore that he would break his rivals/competitors. ■ They 
kept putting pressure on him, but they couldn’t break him. ■ 
These huge losses are going to break [=ruin] me financially! ■ 
This film could make or break her career. [=the success or 
failure of her career could depend on the success or failure 
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of this film] — see also break down (below), make-or- 
break C [no obj ] : to lose your health, mental or physical 
strength, or control — usually + under • The witness broke 
under questioning. • I was afraid I would break under the 
strain of constant uncertainty. — see also break down (be¬ 
low) d [+ obj ] : to train (a wild animal) to behave in a way 
that is useful to people ■ special equipment used to break 
horses 

9 [+ obj ] a : to cause the end of (something that is strong or 
that has continued for a long time) ■ A group of moderates 
from both parties are negotiating to break the deadlock in 
Congress. ■ Many people in the industry were very upset 
when the government broke the strike. • He decided to break 
all ties/links with them. [=to end all connections with them] ■ 
She scored a goal in the last minute of the game, breaking a 
2-2 tie. ■ It’s never easy to break [=kick, give up] a bad habit, 
b : to cause (someone) to give up a habit — + of* His friends 
have tried everything to break him of his smoking habit. 
[=have tried everything to make him stop smoking] 

10 [+ obj \ a : to interrupt (something) ■ The peaceful si¬ 
lence of the evening was broken by a sudden shout. ■ llie 
commotion broke my train of thought. ■ The sudden noise 
broke my concentration. [=made it impossible for me to con¬ 
centrate] ■ Sometimes I sing while I’m driving, just to break 
(up) the monotony of my commute. ■ The horizon line was 
broken only by a few stands of trees in the distance. ■ The 
planes broke formation [=stopped flying together in an orga¬ 
nized group] and took off in different directions. — see also 
break up 4 (below) b : to cause (something, such as a 
curse or spell) to no longer be effective • a mystic who 
claimed to be able to break curses 

11 [no obj] : to stop an activity (such as working) for a brief 
period of time ■ Let’s break for lunch. [=let’s take a break for 
lunch; let’s temporarily stop working and eat lunch] 

12 a [+ obj] ; to tell (bad news) to someone in a kind or gen¬ 
tle way ■ I know she’ll be very upset when she finds out she 
didn’t get the job, so please try to break it to her gently, b [+ 
obj] : to make (something, such as news) publicly known for 
the first time ■ ITie local TV station was the first to break the 
news about the President’s visit. C [no obj] of news : to be¬ 
come publicly known ■ The story broke yesterday. [=the sto¬ 
ry was reported for the first time yesterday] ■ People were 
shocked when (news of) the scandal first broke. 

13 [+ obj] : to reduce the speed or force of (something) ■ The 
bushes beneath the window helped to break his fall. [=helped 
make his fall less forceful] ■ She walked straight across the 
room without breaking (her) stride. [=without pausing or 
slowing down] 

14 [+ obj] a : to be higher or more than (a specified num¬ 
ber, measurement, etc.) ■ The temperature is expected to 
break 90 (degrees Fahrenheit) today, b : to do better than 
(a record) ■ She ran a great race and almost broke the world 
record. [=she almost ran the race faster than anyone in the 
world has ever run it] ■ He set a record that may never be 
broken. C : to have a score that is lower than or higher than 
(a specified total) ■ golfers trying to break 90 [=to have a 
score below 90] ■ bowlers trying to break 200 [=to have a 
score above 200] 

15 [+ obj] a : to find or provide an explanation or solution 
for (something, such as a criminal case) ■ The detective final¬ 
ly broke [=solved] the case. ■ The detective found the evi¬ 
dence that broke the case, b : to find the meaning of (a se¬ 
cret code) ■ A team of experts was finally able to break the 
code and decipher the meaning of the message. 

16 [no obj] a of the weather : to change by becoming rainy, 
clear, cool, etc., after a long time ■ waiting for the weather to 
break ■ The heat wave should finally break[=end] tomorrow, 
b of clouds : to separate so that the sky or sun can be seen ■ 
The clouds broke and the fog dissipated, revealing blue sky 
above. C of a storm : to start suddenly ■ Everyone ran to get 
indoors when the storm broke. [=when it began to rain] 

17 [no obj] literary : to begin when the sun rises ■ They left 
just as day was breaking. [=just as the sun was rising] ■ The 
dawn was breaking. — see also daybreak 

18 [no obj] a : to begin running quickly ■ Everyone broke 
[=dashed, ran] for cover, b : to stop fighting and run away ■ 
When the enemy charged, our troops broke and ran. 

19 [+ obj] a : to give smaller bills or coins for (a large bill) ■ 
Can you break [=change] a $20 bill for me? b : to use (a 
large bill) to pay for something that costs much less than the 
value of the bill ■ I didn’t want to break a $20 bill just to buy 
something for a dollar. 

20 [no obj] of a wave : to curl over and fall onto or near land 


■ the sound of waves breaking against/over/on the rocks 

21 [no obj] a of someone’s voice : to change sharply in tone 
or pitch because of strong emotion ■ Her voice was breaking 
with emotion as she said goodbye, b of a boy’s voice ; to 
change from the high voice of a boy to the lower voice of a 
man ■ an adolescent boy whose voice is breaking 

22 [no obj] sports, of a thrown or struck ball : to turn or curve 

■ The putt broke to the left as it neared the hole. ■ a pitch that 
breaks away from the batter ■ The pitcher threw a breaking 
ball. [=a pitch that curves] 

23 tennis : to win against (an opponent who is serving) [+ 
obj] The challenger broke the champion in the final set. = 
llie challenger broke the champion’s serve in the final set. 
[no obj] llie challenger broke in the final set but the champi¬ 
on broke back to even the score. 

24 [no obj] : to happen or develop ■ For the team to succeed, 
everything has to break right for them. [=for the team to suc¬ 
ceed, they have to be lucky] ■ Things have been breaking 
[=gowg] well for the company in the past six months. 
break a leg see ‘leg 

break a sweat see 2 sweat 

break away [phrasal verb] 1 : to get away from someone or 
something especially by using force or effort ■ Large pieces 
of the rock ledge have broken away. [=broken free] — usu¬ 
ally + from ■ He broke away [-broke free/loose] from his 
captors and escaped. ■ She broke away [=pulled away] from 
the other runners to win the race. — often used figurative¬ 
ly ■ The company has broken away from the competition. ■ 
young people breaking away from traditional values 2 : to 
separate or become separate from a larger group, country, 
etc. ■ ITiree members of the band broke away and formed 
their own group. — usually +from ■ a faction that has bro¬ 
ken away from the main political party — see also break¬ 
away 

break bread see ‘bread 
break camp see ‘camp 
break cover see 2 cover 

break down [phrasal verb] 1 a of a machine : to stop work¬ 
ing properly ■ Our car broke down on the highway. ■ This 
old motorcycle is constantly breaking down. — see also 
‘break 4 (above) b ; to fail or stop usually in a complete 
and sudden way ■ Negotiations have broken down, [col¬ 
lapsed] • The government's argument broke down com¬ 
pletely when new evidence came to light. • Their marriage 
had broken down [-failed], and there was nothing to do 
about it. 2a: to become overwhelmed by strong emo¬ 
tions • She broke down and started to cry. = She broke 
down in tears. —see also ‘break 8c (above) b break 
down or break (someone) down or break down (someone) 
: to lose or cause (someone) to lose strength or the ability 
to resist or fight ■ The prisoner finally broke down under in¬ 
tensive questioning. ■ She finally broke down and got a cell 
phone. [=she bought a cell phone after resisting the desire 
to buy one for a long time] ■ Intensive questioning finally 
broke the prisoner down. — see also ‘break 8b (above) 
3 break down or break (something) down or break down 
(something) a : to become separated or to separate 
(something) into simpler substances ■ The foods you eat 
break down in the body’s digestive system. ■ The body’s di¬ 
gestive system breaks food down. ■ Water can be broken 
down into hydrogen and oxygen through electrolysis. = 
Water can break down into hydrogen and oxygen through 
electrolysis, b : to be able to be divided or to divide 
(something) into parts or groups > The report breaks down 
into three sections. = The report is broken down into three 
sections. [=the report has three sections] • The author has 
broken down the nation’s history into three distinct peri¬ 
ods. 4 break (something) down or break down (some¬ 
thing) : to use force to push (something) to the ground ■ 
break a door down ■ break down a barrier — sometimes 
used figuratively ■ They are working to break down legal 
barriers to integration. — see also breakdown 
break even : to take in as much money as you spend : to 
operate without either a loss or a profit ■ After years of los¬ 
ing money the company is starting to break even and hopes 
to make a profit soon. — see also break-even 
break faith with see faith 

break free : to become able to move or escape by using 
force or effort ■ 17ie prisoner struggled to break free. : to 
get away from someone or something that holds or limits 
you — often + from or of • She wanted to break free from 
the constraints of her middle-class life. ■ an animal strug¬ 
gling to break free of a trap 
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break from \phrasal verb] break from (someone or some¬ 
thing) : to end a relationship, connection, or agreement 
with (someone or something) ■ She recently broke from 
[=broke with\ the organization she helped found. ■ breaking 
from [=breaking with\ tradition/stereotypes 

break ground see ‘ground 

break in \phrasal verb] 1 : to enter a house, building, etc., 
illegally ■ Someone tried to break in while we were away. 

— see also break into 1 (below), break-in 2 : to inter¬ 
rupt or disturb someone or something * I was listening to 
my favorite radio program when a reporter broke in with 
news about a storm. ■ We were having a chat when he 
rudely broke in (on it). — see also break into 4 (below) 
3 break in or break (someone) in or break in (someone) : to 
start or help (someone) to start a new activity, job, etc. ■ 
Baseball was very different when he first broke in [=started 
playing] as a catcher in 1962. ■ The job involves a wide vari¬ 
ety of tasks, so we try to break new employees in gradually. 

■ The band is breaking in a new backup singer. 4 break 
(something) in or break in (something) a : to use (some¬ 
thing, such as a new pair of shoes) for a period of time so 
that it becomes comfortable ■ The shoes were tight when 
she first got them, so she broke them in by wearing them 
around the house for a few days, b : to operate (a new 
machine) carefully for a period of time until it is ready for 
regular use ■ You shouldn’t drive a new car too fast while 
you’re breaking it in. 

break into \phrasdl verb] break into (something) 1 : to en¬ 
ter (a house, building, etc.) illegally and especially by using 
force ■ Someone tried to break into our house while we 
were away. — see also break in 1 (above) 2 : to begin to 
do or have (something) suddenly ■ She broke into tears. 
[=she suddenly began to cry] ■ The audience broke into ap¬ 
plause. [=the audience suddenly began applauding] ■ His 
face broke into a smile. [=he suddenly smiled] ■ The horse 
broke into a gallop. [=the horse suddenly began to gallop] ■ 
She broke into song. [=she suddenly began to sing] 3 : to 
enter or get started in (something, such as a profession) ■ I 
knew her when she was a young actress trying to break into 
show business. 4 : to interrupt (something) ■ The net¬ 
work broke into the program with a special news report. 

— see also break in 2 (above) 

break loose 1 : to suddenly become loose : to suddenly 
stop being attached to something ■ One of the shutters 
broke loose during the storm. 2 : to get away from some¬ 
one or something by using force or effort ■ The prisoner 
broke loose [=broke free ] and ran away. — often + from ■ 
The prisoner broke loose from the guards. ■ She wants to 
break loose from the constraints of her middle-class life. 

— see also all hell breaks loose at hell 

break new ground see 'ground 

break off \phrasal verb] 1 break off or break off (something) 
or break (something) off or break (something) off (some¬ 
thing) : to become separated or cause (something) to be¬ 
come separated because of force or violence ■ The piece of 
plaster broke off easily. ■ The handle broke off when 1 acci¬ 
dentally dropped the cup. ■ I accidentally broke the cup’s 
handle off. = 1 accidentally broke the handle off the cup. ■ I 
broke [-tore] a piece of bread off (the loaf) and ate it. 2 
break off or break off (something) : to stop or end suddenly 
or cause (something) to stop or end suddenly ■ The speaker 
broke off (speaking) in the middle of a sentence. ■ At that 
point the recording suddenly breaks off. [=ends] ■ The two 
countries have broken off diplomatic relations. ■ The nego¬ 
tiations resumed soon after they were broken off. • They 
had a fight and broke off[=called off] their engagement. 

break open \phrasal verb] break open or break open (some¬ 
thing) or break (something) open : to open or to cause 
(something) to open suddenly ■ The pods broke open and 
the seeds scattered on the wind. ■ The police broke open the 
door. ■ The burglars broke open the locked safe. — see also 

1 break 3 (above) 

break out [phrasal verb] 1 : to begin happening suddenly ■ 
A fire broke out in the kitchen. ■ A riot broke out in the 
prison. ■ There is a danger that war could break out soon. 

2 a : to suddenly begin to have sweat, a rash, etc., on your 
skin ■ He broke out in a sweat [=he began to sweat] ■ Eat¬ 
ing strawberries makes her break out in hives. = Eating 
strawberries makes her break out. b : to appear on the 
skin suddenly ■ Sweat broke out on his forehead. ■ A rash 
broke out on her skin. 3 : to escape from a prison, jail, 
etc. ■ Six prisoners were caught attempting to break out. — 
often + of ■ Six prisoners attempted to break out of the jail. 


— often used figuratively ■ The team is trying to break out 
of its slump. [=is trying to end its slump] ■ We need to break 
out of the financial rut we’re in. 4 break (something) out 
or break out (something) : to take (something) from the 
place where it is stored so that it can be used ■ We broke out 
the champagne to celebrate our victory. — see also break¬ 
out, outbreak 
break rank see 'rank 
break someone’s heart see heart 
break step see 'step 
break the back of see 'back 
break the bank see 'bank 
break the ice see 'ice 
break the mold see 'mold 

break through [phrasal verb] break through or break 
through (something) 1 : to use force to get through 
(something, such as a barrier) ■ The enemy attacked our 
defenses but they weren’t able to break through. ■ The ene¬ 
my finally broke through our defenses and defeated us. ■ 
The prisoners broke through the wall and escaped. — 
sometimes used figuratively ■ The organization is commit¬ 
ted to breaking through the barriers of poverty. — see also 
'break 6b (above) 2 of the sun : to shine through 
(clouds) ■ The sun finally began to break through. = The 
sun finally began to break through the clouds. 
break up [phrasal verb] 1 break up or break (something) up 
or break up (something) a : to separate into parts or piec¬ 
es or cause (something) to separate into parts or pieces ■ 
The asteroid broke up [^disintegrated] when it hit the 
Earth’s atmosphere. ■ Enzymes help break up protein mol¬ 
ecules. ■ break up a large estate b : to end or cause (some¬ 
thing) to end ■ The demonstration broke up when the po¬ 
lice arrived. ■ The party began to break up shortly after 
midnight. ■ The police broke up the demonstration. ■ He 
got hurt while trying to break up a fight. ■ break up a ter¬ 
rorist organization 2 break up : to end a romantic rela¬ 
tionship, marriage, etc. ■ They dated for years but recently 
broke up. • I hear that he and his wife have broken up. = I 
hear that their marriage has broken up. — often + with ■ He 
broke up with his girlfriend. 3 break up or break (some¬ 
one) up US, informal : to begin laughing or cause (some¬ 
one) to begin laughing suddenly and in a way that is diffi¬ 
cult to control ■ I always break up [=crack up] when I hear 
that joke. ■ Everyone broke up [=burst into laughter, busted 
out laughing] when they saw what he was wearing. ■ That 
joke always breaks me up. [=cracks me up] 4 break (some¬ 
thing) up or break up (something) a : to change the regu¬ 
lar quality or appearance of (something) ■ break up a dull 
routine ■ A chimney breaks up the line of the level roof. ■ 
break up a text with pictures —see also 'break 10 
(above) b : to separate the parts of (something) so that it 
is not complete ■ The seller was unwilling to break up the 
dining room set by selling one of the chairs. ■ The owner 
broke up the team by trading many of the best players. 5 
break up Brit, of a school: to come to the end of a period 
of instruction (such as a term) ■ School broke up for the 
summer last Friday. — see also breakup 
break wind see 'wind 

break with [phrasal verb] break with (someone or some¬ 
thing) : to end a relationship, connection, or agreement 
with (someone or something) ■ He broke with his former 
friends and colleagues when he decided to support the 
conservative candidate. ■ a strong desire to break with tra¬ 
dition/the past ■ A number of people have broken with the 
church over this issue. 

2 break noun, pi breaks 

1 [count] a : a crack, hole, etc., that is caused by damage, 
injury, or pressure ■ The tank is reinforced to prevent breaks 
and leaks. ■ The break [= fracture] in her arm will take months 
to heal. ■ Watch out for breaks [=(more commonly) cracks] in 
the ice. b : an opening or space in something ■ There was a 
break [=gap] in the clouds. : an opening that makes it possi¬ 
ble for someone or something to enter or pass through some¬ 
thing ■ There was a break in the hedge/fence. ■ We waited for 
a break in the traffic. 

2 [count] : something that causes a change or interruption ■ 
She gets upset over any little break in her routine. [=anything 
that changes/interrupts her routine] ■ The fields extend for 
miles without a break. 

3 [count] a : a time when something stops ■ It has rained for 
five days without a break. [=it has been raining constantly 
for five days] ■ We chatted during a break in the game. ■ It 
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rained all day. We waited for a break in the weather [=we 
waited for a time when the rain stopped], but it never came, 
b : a brief period of time during which someone stops an ac¬ 
tivity ■ I’m tired. Let’s take a break. [=let’s stop doing whatev¬ 
er we are doing for a short period of time] ■ It was a long 
drive, but we took lots of breaks. [=we briefly stopped driving 
many times] ■ a bathroom break [=a brief period of time 
when you stop doing something in order to use a bathroom]; 
especially : a brief period of time during which a worker is 
allowed to rest, eat, etc., instead of working • All employees 
are entitled to two breaks during the workday. • We’ve been 
working all day without a break. ■ It’s only five minutes until 
break time. [=the time when workers are supposed to stop 
working for a brief period of time] — see also COFFEE 
break, lunch break c : a longer period of time when 
someone is not working or doing some other activity ■ The 
long weekend provided her with a much-needed break (from 
her job), d : a time when many people are not working or 
going to school because of a holiday, vacation, etc. ■ She 
went home to visit her parents during (the) winter break. ■ 
What are your plans for (the) Thanksgiving breakl — see 
also SPRING BREAK 

4 [ count ] : a planned interruption in a radio or television 
program ■ a break for a commercial = a commercial break ■ 
We’ll be back with more after the break. — see also station 
break 

5 [singular] : a sudden fast run : dash ■ The runner made a 
break for second base. [=the runner suddenly ran toward sec¬ 
ond base]; especially : a fast run by someone who is trying to 
escape ■ The prisoner made a (sudden) break for the door. ■ 
The prisoner made a break for it/freedom and got away. 

— see also jailbreak 

6 [count] : a situation or event that is lucky or unlucky • a se¬ 
ries of unlucky/bad breaks ■ Finding a hotel with a vacancy 
and low prices was a lucky/good break for us.; especially : a 
lucky situation or event that makes success possible • She’s 
still hoping to get her big/lucky break in show business. • She 
got the breaks she needed to succeed. ■ She gets all the 
breaks. [=she is very luckyl ■ For the team to succeed, all the 
breaks will have to go their way. [=they will have to be lucky] 

■ (US) I just can’t seem to catch a break. [=1 am unlucky; I 
never have good luck] 4- Informal expressions like those are 
the breaks and that’s the breaks mean that something bad or 
unlucky should be thought of or accepted as the kind of 
thing that often happens to people. ■ I’m disappointed that I 
didn’t get the job, but those are the breaks. I’ll keep trying. 

7 [ count ] : something that helps a particular person or group 

■ Can you give me a break on the price? = Can 1 get a break 
on the price? [=can you lower the price for me?l ■ People 
with small children are being given a tax break. [=are being 
required to pay less in taxes than other people] 

8 [singular] a : a sudden ending of a relationship • The crisis 
has caused a break (in diplomatic relations) between the two 
countries. ■ If you don’t want to keep dating him, you should 
just make a clean break [=you should end your relationship 
quickly] instead of dragging it out. ■ She talked about leaving 
her husband for years, but she never found the courage to 
make the break, b : a change from what was done before 

— usually + with ox from ■ We need to make a clean break 
with the past. [=we need to stop doing things as they were 
done in the past and start doing them in a completely new 
way] ■ The company has made a sharp break with tradition. • 
Her latest novel marks a complete break with/from her earli¬ 
er fiction. [=her latest novel is completely different from her 
earlier fiction] 

9 [noncount] literary — used in the phrase break of day to re¬ 
fer to the time of morning when the sun can first be seen ■ 
We left at (the) break of day. [=(more commonly) dayyn, sun¬ 
rise, daybreak] 

10 [count] : a sharp change in the tone or pitch of someone’s 
voice ■ There was a break [=(more commonly) crack] in her 
voice as she said goodbye. 

11 [noncount] sports : a curve in the path of a thrown or hit 
ball ■ The batter was fooled completely by the break on the 
pitch. ■ The putt had a lot of break. [=the putt curved a lot] 

12 [count] tennis : the act defeating an opponent who is serv¬ 
ing ■ a service break 

give me a break informal 1 — used to tell someone to stop 
bothering you or treating you unfairly ■ “Aren’t you fin¬ 
ished yet?” “ Give me a break ! I only started 10 minutes 
ago!” 2 — used to say that you do not believe or are dis¬ 
gusted about what someone has said or done • “He says he 
went Harvard.” “ Give me a breakl I doubt he even graduat¬ 


ed from high school!” ■ He wants more money? Give me a 
breakl [=it’s ridiculous/outrageous that he wants more 
money] 

give (someone) a break : to stop treating (someone) in a 
strict or harsh way ■ Don’t criticize him so much. He’s do¬ 
ing the best he can. Why don’t you give him a breakl 
break-able /'breikabal/ adi [more —; most —] : possible to 
break : able to be broken ■ an easily breakable object ■ a 
world record that may not be breakable — opposite un¬ 
breakable 

— breakable noun, pi breakables [count] ■ Breakables 
[=objects that can be broken easily; fragile objects] should 
be handled with care. 

break-age /'breikicfe/ noun, pi -ag-es : the act of breaking 
or being broken [noncount] The cups are very fragile and 
are prone to breakage. [=they break easily] ■ The pots are 
transported carefully to reduce the risk of breakage. • break¬ 
age of glass [count] The pots are transported carefully to re¬ 
duce the number of breakages. 

break-away /'breika.wei/ ad), always used before a noun 
: having become separate from a larger group, country, etc. 
: having broken away ■ A breakaway faction formed a new 
party. ■ a breakaway republic/province — see also break 
away at ‘break 

break dancing noun [noncount] : a type of dancing in 
which a dancer performs very athletic movements that in¬ 
volve touching the ground with various parts of the body 
(such as the head or back) 

- break dancer noun, pi ~ -ers [count] 
break-down /'breik.daun/ noun, pi -downs 

1 : a failure of a machine to function : an occurrence in 
which a machine (such as a car) stops working [count] We 
had a breakdown on the highway. [=our car broke down on 
the highway; our car stopped working on the highway] ■ The 
factory has had frequent equipment breakdowns, [non¬ 
count] Frequent equipment breakdown [=(more commonly) 
failure] has been a problem at the factory. 

2 a [count] : the failure of a relationship or of an effort to 
discuss something ■ There has been a breakdown of/in nego¬ 
tiations. ^negotiations have broken down; negotiations have 
failed] ■ Both sides are to blame for the breakdown in com¬ 
munication. • The irretrievable breakdown of a marriage can 
be grounds for divorce, b : a failure that prevents a system 
from working properly [count] trying to prevent a break¬ 
down of the health-care system [noncount] trying to prevent 
breakdown of the health-care system ■ Analysts predict that 
the country is headed for economic breakdown. [=meltdown] 

3 [count] : a sudden failure of mental or physical health that 
makes someone unable to live normally • He suffered/had a 
breakdown after his wife died. ■ a total physical/mental 
breakdown [=collapse] — see also NERVOUS breakdown 

4 : the process or result of showing the different parts of 
something in order to understand it more clearly [count] 
Doing/Providing a breakdown of the statistics into categories 
will take time. ■ I want a detailed breakdown of the statistics 
into categories, [noncount] The library’s database enables 
breakdown by title, author, and genre. 

5 [noncount] : the process or result of separating a substance 
into simpler parts ■ the breakdown of water into hydrogen 
and oxygen ■ observing cell/tissue/protein breakdown • a 
substance that resists breakdown — see also break down at 
‘break 

breakdown lane noun, pi ~ lanes [count] US : an area 
along the side of a highway where vehicles are able to stop 
for an emergency 

breakdown truck or breakdown lorry noun, pi ~ 
trucks or ~ lorries [count] Brit: tow truck 
break-er /'breika 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : someone or something that breaks something • a breaker 
of records = a record-breaker • a rule breaker — see also CIR¬ 
CUIT BREAKER, ICEBREAKER 

2 : a wave that is curling over and falling onto the shore, 
rocks, etc. : a breaking wave — usually plural ■ We could 
hear the breakers crashing on the shore. 

break-even /'breik'iivan/ adz, always used before a noun 
: having equal costs and income • After years of losing mon¬ 
ey the company has finally reached the break-even point 
[=the point at which the company earns as much as it 
spends] and we hope to make a profit soon. — see also break 
even at ‘break 

1 break-fast /'brekfast/ noun, pi -fasts : the first meal of the 
day [count] a big/good/hearty breakfast ■ a working/busi- 
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ness breakfast [=a breakfast during which you talk with 
someone about business matters] ■ (Brit) a cooked breakfast 
[=a breakfast that includes cooked foods, such as eggs and 
meat] [noncount] I had pancakes for breakfast. ■ Did you 
have/eat breakfast before you left? • We relaxed/chatted/ 
dawdled over breakfast. — often used before another noun ■ 
breakfast cereals ■ They sat at the breakfast table. — see also 
BED-AND-BREAKFAST, CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST 
a dog’s breakfast see 'dog 

2 breakfast verb -fasts; -fast-ed; -fast-ing [no obj ] ; to eat 

breakfast ■ We breakfasted on cereal and toast. • She likes to 
breakfast early. 

break—in / l breik»in/ noun, pi -ins [count] : the act or crime 
of illegally entering a house, building, etc., especially by us¬ 
ing force ■ There was an attempted break-in at our house 
while we were away. — see also break in at 'break 
breaking and entering noun [noncount] law : the crime 
of illegally entering a house, building, etc., especially by us¬ 
ing force ■ The thief was arrested and charged with breaking 
and entering. 
breaking point noun 

the breaking point (US) or Brit breaking point 1 : the 
time when a person can no longer accept or deal with a sit¬ 
uation because of too much pressure or stress ■ My nerves 
were at the breaking point. = I had just about reached the 
breaking point. ■ My boss is pushing me to the breaking 
point. 2 : the time when a situation has become so diffi¬ 
cult, dangerous, etc., that it cannot continue ■ Tensions be¬ 
tween the two groups had reached the breaking point. 
break-neck /'breik'nck/ adj, always used before a noun 
: very fast: dangerously fast ■ driving at breakneck speed 
1 break-out /'breik.aut/ noun, pi -outs [count] : an escape 
from a prison, jail, etc. — used especially to describe an es¬ 
cape by a group of prisoners ■ Police report that three people 
were killed during an attempted breakout (from the prison). ■ 
a prison breakout — see also break out at 'break 
2 breakout adj, always used before a noun, US : having, caus¬ 
ing, or marked by sudden and great success that comes usu¬ 
ally after a time without much success ■ The company had a 
breakout year last year, tripling its profits from the previous 
year. ■ an actor’s breakout role [=the role that makes an actor 
famous and successful] 

break-through /'breik,0ru:/ noun, pi - throughs [count] 

1 : a sudden increase in knowledge, understanding, etc. : an 
important discovery that happens after trying for a long time 
to understand or explain something ■ Researchers say they 
have made/achieved a major breakthrough in cancer treat¬ 
ment. • a scientific breakthrough ■ The police have an¬ 
nounced a breakthrough in the murder case. — sometimes 
used before another noun ■ breakthrough ideas/products 

2 : a person’s first important success ■ This job could be the 
breakthrough she’s been waiting for. — sometimes used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ a breakthrough performance/role/album 

— see also break through at 'break 
break-up /‘breik,Ap/ noun, pi -ups 

1 : the end of a relationship, marriage, etc. [count] Money 
problems often lead to marital breakups. • She’s just gone 
through a bad/painful breakup with her boyfriend, [non¬ 
count] He began drinking heavily following the breakup of 
his marriage. ■ a couple heading for marital breakup 

2 [noncount] : the separation of something into smaller parts 
or pieces ■ What caused the breakup of the Roman Empire? ■ 
the breakup of a monopoly ■ the breakup of an asteroid as it 
hits the Earth’s atmosphere — see also break up at 'break 

break-wa-ter /'breikiWaita*/ noun, pi -ters [count] : a wall 
that is built out into the sea to protect a harbor or beach 
from the force of waves 

bream /‘brim, 'bri:m/ noun, pi bream [count, noncount] : a 
kind of fish that people catch for food 
1 breast /'brcst/ noun, pi breasts 

1 [count] : either one of the two soft parts on a woman’s 
chest that produce milk when she has a baby — often used 
before another noun • breast cancer • breast tissue/milk 

— see picture at human 

2 [count] a old-fashioned + literary : the front part of a per¬ 
son’s body between the neck and the stomach : chest ■ She 
clasped the child to her breast. [=bosom] ■ My breast heaved 
with emotion, b literary : the chest thought of as the place 
where emotions are felt • Dark thoughts lurked within his 
breast. [=heart] 

3 a [count] : the front part of a bird’s body below the neck ■ 
a bird with an orange breast — see picture at bird b : meat 


from the front part of a bird’s or animal’s body [noncount] I 
ordered the grilled breast of chicken. • a few slices of turkey 
breast ■ breast of lamb/veal [count] Do you prefer a breast or 
a leg? 

4 [count] : the part of a piece of clothing that covers a per¬ 
son’s chest ■ the breast of a jacket — usually used before an¬ 
other noun ■ He kept a watch in his breast pocket. 
make a clean breast of : to speak openly and honestly 
about (something that you have previously lied about or 
kept secret) • I decided to make a clean breast of it/things 
and admit that I was to blame. 

— breast-ed /'brestad/ adj — used in combination ■ a red- 
breasted bird [=a bird with a red breast] ■ bare-breasted 
women — see also double-breasted, single- 
breasted 

2 breast verb breasts; breast-ed; breast-ing [+ obj] formal 
: to push against or move through (something) with your 
chest forward • I was at the race’s finish line to see the win¬ 
ner breast the tape. — sometimes used figuratively ■ a boat 
breasting the waves 

breast-bone /'brest.boun/ noun, pi -bones [count] : a flat, 
narrow bone in the middle of the chest to which the ribs are 
connected — called also sternum ; see picture at human 
breast-feed /'brest,fi:d/ verb -feeds; -fed /-,fcd/; -feed¬ 
ing : to feed a baby from a mother’s breast [no obj] mothers 
who breast-feed [+ obj] mothers who breast-feed [=nurse, 
suckle] their infants ■ Only one of her children was breast-fed. 

— compare bchtle-feed 

breast-plate /'bres^pleit/ noun, pi -plates [count] : a piece 
of metal that covers a person’s chest and that was part of the 
protective clothing (called armor) that soldiers wore in the 
past 

breast-stroke /'brest,strouk/ noun [singular] : a way of 
swimming in which the swimmer’s face is in the water and 
the arms move in a large motion from front to back as the 
feet kick outward; also : a race in which the swimmers do 
the breaststroke ■ I’ll be competing in the 50-meter breast¬ 
stroke. 

breath /'breG/ noun, pi breaths 

1 [noncount] : the air that you take into your lungs and send 
out from your lungs when you breathe : air that is inhaled 
and exhaled in breathing ■ gum that freshens your breath ■ 
His breath smells like garlic. = He has garlic breath. ■ It’s so 
cold outside that I can see my breath. ■ We could smell the al¬ 
cohol on his breath. [=his breath smelled of alcohol] ■ He has 
bad breath. [=breath that smells unpleasant] — sometimes 
used before another noun ■ Would you like a breath mint? 
[=a candy used to make breath smell better] — see also 
BREATH TEST 

2 a [noncount] : the ability to breathe freely ■ He was fight¬ 
ing/struggling for breath. [=he was having a lot of difficulty 
breathing] ■ My mad dash for the bus left me gasping for 
breath. ■❖■To catch your breath or (Brit) get your breath back 
is to rest until you are able to breathe normally. ■ Give me a 
moment to catch my breath. ^ If you are out of breath, you 
are breathing very hard because you have been running or 
doing hard physical work. ■ I’m a little out of breath from 
walking up all those stairs. <>■ Someone who is short of 
breath or who has shortness of breath has difficulty breath¬ 
ing in enough air especially because of a physical or medical 
condition. ■ The patient complains that he’s short of breath. • 
The doctor asked if I had been experiencing shortness of 
breath lately, b [count] : an amount of air that you take into 
your lungs ■ I took/drew a long breath before speaking again. 
■ The patient was only able to take shallow breaths. [=only 
able to take in small amounts of air] ■ Take a deep breath. 
[=breathe deeply; take a lot of air into your lungs] ■ (US) I’ve 
barely had time to (stop and/to) take a breath since they got 
here. = (Brit) I’ve barely had time to draw breath since they 
got here. [=1 have not been able to pause and rest] ■ She recit¬ 
ed the whole list In one breath. [=she recited it without stop¬ 
ping to breathe] ■ her last/dying breath [=the breath that she 
took just before she died] ■$■ If you say two different things In 
the same breath, or if you say one thing and then something 
else In the next breath, it means that you say these things 
very close together. ■ It’s unusual to hear “promotions” men¬ 
tioned in the same breath as “layoffs.” • She praises their 
work, then criticizes them in the next breath. [=then immedi¬ 
ately criticizes them] ■$■ If someone says that you are wasting 
your breath or tells you to save your breath or to not waste 
your breath, it means that the things you say will not make 
someone behave or think differently and that you should not 
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bother to try. ■ He begged her to go with him, but she told 
him he was wasting his breath. • You’re not going to get him 
to stop drinking, so don't waste your breath. 

3 [count ]: a slight breeze — usually singular • a hot day with 
scarcely a breath of wind 

4 [singular] : a very small amount of something ■ a faint 
breath [=hint] of scandal ■ There was never even the slightest 
breath [-suggestion] of suspicion. 

a breath of fresh air 1 : clean or cool outside air after you 
have been in a building for a period of time • We went out¬ 
side to get a breath of fresh air. 2 : someone or something 
that is different in a way that is interesting, exciting, enjoy¬ 
able, etc. ■ His unusual outlook is a breath of fresh air. ■ Af¬ 
ter dealing for so long with a difficult boss, our new super¬ 
visor is a breath of fresh air. 

hold your breath 1 : to keep the air that you have 
breathed in your lungs for a short time instead of breath¬ 
ing out ■ How long can you hold your breath ? 2 informal 
— used to say that you do not believe that something will 
happen soon or at all ■ He says he’ll do it, but I’m not hold¬ 
ing my breath. [=1 doubt he will do it] • “She promised to 
pay me tomorrow.” “Well, don’t hold your breath .” [=do 
not expect her to pay you tomorrow] 
take your breath away Something that takes your breath 
away is extremely exciting, beautiful, or surprising. ■ The 
acrobatic skill of the dancers took my breath away, 
under your breath If you say something under your 
breath, you say it quietly so that it is difficult to hear. • We 
heard her mutter something under her breath, 
with bated breath see bated 

Breath-a-ly-zer o chiefly US ) or Brit Breath-a-ly-ser 

/‘brcGa.laiza*/ trademark — used for a device that police use 
to test someone’s breath in order to measure how much al¬ 
cohol is in that person's blood 
breathe /'bri:a /verb breathes; breathed; breathing 

1 : to move air into and out of your lungs : to inhale and ex¬ 
hale [no obj] Relax and breathe deeply. • He was breathing 
hard from running. ■ The patient suddenly stopped breath¬ 
ing. ■ I can hardly breathe with all this smoke. [+ obj] He 
wants to live where he can breathe clean/fresh air. 

2 a : to send (something) out from your lungs through your 
mouth or nose [+ obj] a dragon that breathes fire — often + 
out • breathing out [=exhaling] carbon dioxide [no obj] He 
breathed [-blew] on the glass and wiped it clean. — often + 
out • Breathe out through your nose, b : to take (something) 
into your lungs through your mouth or nose [+ obj] You 
shouldn't be breathing [-inhaling] those fumes. • People usu¬ 
ally contract the virus by breathing contaminated air. — of¬ 
ten + in • You shouldn’t be breathing in those fumes, [no obj] 
Breathe deeply and then exhale. — usually + in • Breathe in 
through your nose. 

3 [no obj] : to be alive ■ I’ll never give up as long as I’m still 
breathing. • a living, breathing human being 

4 [no obj] : to pause and rest before continuing ■ We had 
barely stopped to breathe before we were on the go again. 

5 [+ obj] : to bring (something) into a thing • City leaders 
hope the project will breathe vitality/energy into the down¬ 
town. • TTieir leadership breathed new life into the move¬ 
ment. [=gave new energy to the movement] 

6 [no obj] : to feel able to think or act freely ■ I need some 
room to breathe. = I need some breathing room/space. 

7 [no obj] a : to allow air to pass through ■ a fabric that 
breathes b : to be cooled or refreshed by air that passes 
through clothing ■ Cotton clothing lets your skin breathe. 

8 [+ obj] : to say (something) very quietly ■ “It’s beautiful,” 
she breathed. — usually used in the phrase breathe a word • 
Don’t breathe a word of/about this to anyone! [=do not say 
anything about this to anyone] 

9 [no obj] of wine : to develop a better flavor because of con¬ 
tact with air ■ Open the bottle a few minutes before you want 
to drink it so that the wine can breathe. 

breathe a sigh of relief : to relax because something you 
have been worrying about is not a problem or danger any¬ 
more : to feel relieved ■ We all breathed a sigh of relief 
when we heard that they were safe. 
breathe down someone’s neck 1 : to chase after some¬ 
one closely • The cops were breathing down our necks. 2 
: to watch someone carefully and constantly ■ His parents 
are always breathing down his neck, 
breathe easy or breathe easier or breathe easily or 
breathe freely : to feel relief from pressure, danger, etc. • 
I’ll breathe easier once this whole ordeal is over. ■ You can 
breathe easy knowing that your children are safe. 


breathe your last see 4 last 

live and breathe <>■ If you live and breathe something, you 
spend a great deal of time, thought, or effort on that thing. 
• She lives and breathes music. ■ They live and breathe their 
work. 

— breath-able /'briibabal/ adj [more most ~] ■ a breath¬ 
able fabric [=a fabric that allows air to pass through] 

— breathing noun [noncount] ■ Her breathing is heavy/ 
shallow/labored. — often used before another noun ■ We’ll 
begin with some breathing exercises. ■ He has breathing 
problems. — see also heavy breathing at 1 heavy 

breath-er /'briiba 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a pause for rest : break ■ Let’s take a breather. • He de¬ 
cided to give them a breather. 

2 : someone or something that breathes in a specified way ■ a 
mouth breather [=a person who breathes through the mouth 
rather than through the nose] 

breath-less /'breeds/ adj 

1 : unable to take enough air into your lungs : breathing 
very hard because you are trying to get more air ■ The work¬ 
out left me breathless. [=(more commonly) out of breath] 

2 a : full of emotion • They were breathless with anticipa¬ 
tion. ■ I watched them in breathless wonder. ■ She describes 
the scene in breathless prose, b : very fast ■ He drove at a 
breathless pace. C : full of activity ■ a breathless schedule 

— breath-less-ly adv • The hike left me panting breathless¬ 
ly. ■ He breathlessly reported every detail of the accident. 

— breath-less-ness noun [noncount] ■ She complained 
of breathlessness. (=(more commonly) shortness of breath] 

breath-tak-ing /'breG^eikiq/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : very exciting : thrilling • The train raced past with 
breathtaking speed. ■ They gave a breathtaking performance. 
• The view of the mountains was breathtaking. • a scene of 
breathtaking beauty 

2 : very great or surprising ■ his breathtaking ignorance ■ The 
scope of the error is breathtaking. 

— breath-tak-ing-ly adv • a breathtakingly beautiful view 
breath test noun, pi ~ tests [count] : a test that is used by 

the police to measure how much alcohol a person has drunk 
breathy /'breGi/ adj breath-i-er; -est : spoken or sung 
with the sound of a person’s breath ■ a breathy whisper • the 
singer’s breathy voice/vocals 

— breath-i-ly /'breGali/ adv • singing breathily — breath-i- 
ness /'brcGinas/ noun [noncount] 

bred past tense and past participle of 1 breed 
breech birth /'bri:tf-/ noun, pi ~ births [count] : a birth in 
which a baby is bom with the feet or buttocks coming out of 
the mother first instead of the head — called also breech de¬ 
livery 

breech-es /'bntfaz/ noun [plural] : short pants that are fas¬ 
tened at or just below the knee ■ riding breeches Except 
for its modem use to describe pants that people wear when 
riding horses, breeches is an old-fashioned word. — compare 
BRITCHES 

1 breed /'bri:d/ verb breeds; bred /'bred/; breed-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to keep and take care of animals or plants in order 
to produce more animals or plants of a particular kind ■ He 
got into the business of breeding cattle. ■ The plants are bred 
to resist disease and drought. ■ dogs bred for hunting = dogs 
bred as hunters = dogs bred to hunt • wild horses bred to 
[=mated to] domestic horses [=wild horses and domestic 
horses brought together to produce horses that have quali¬ 
ties of both] 

2 [no obj] : to produce young animals, birds, etc. : to pro¬ 
duce offspring by sexual reproduction • low-lying areas 
where mosquitoes breed [reproduce] 

3 [+ obj] : to take care of and teach (a child who is growing 
up) • She believes that we are breeding a generation of chil¬ 
dren who know nothing about the history of their country. 

— usually used as (be) bred • children who are bred [=(more 
commonly) raised, brought up] in conditions of poverty and 
crime — see also breeding, ill-bred, well-bred 

4 [+ obj] : to cause or lead to (something) ■ Despair often 
breeds violence. • scandals that breed cynicism — see also fa¬ 
miliarity breeds contempt at familiarity 

bred in the bone — used to describe a personal quality that 
is a deep or basic part of someone’s nature ■ His love of 
sports is bred in the bone. [=ingrained] — often used as 
bred-in-the-bone before another noun • He is a bred-in-the- 
bone conservative. 

— breed-er noun, pi -ers [count] • cattle/dog breeders ^peo¬ 
ple who breed cattle/dogs] 
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2 breed noun, pi breeds [count] 

1 : a particular kind of dog, cat, horse, etc. : a kind of ani¬ 
mal that has been produced by breeding ■ The collie is a 
working breed. • exotic breeds of cats ■ different breeds of 
cattle 

2 : a kind of person ■ a new/different breed of athlete ■ Peo¬ 
ple like them are a dying breed. [=there are not many people 
like them anymore] ■ Back then, stay-at-home dads were a 
rare breed. [=there were not many stay-at-home dads] — see 
also HALF-BREED 

breeding noun [noncount ] 

1 : the process by which young animals, birds, etc., are pro¬ 
duced by their parents — often used before another noun ■ 
the breeding season 

2 : the activity of keeping and caring for animals or plants in 
order to produce more animals or plants of a particular kind 

■ She became involved in the breeding of sled dogs. • horse/ 
dog/plant breeding — often used before another noun ■ a 
breeding program 

3 somewhat old-fashioned : the way a person was taught in 
childhood to behave • His politeness shows good breeding. 
: good manners that come from being raised correctly ■ a 
person who lacks breeding 

breeding ground noun, pi ~ grounds [count] 

1 : a place where animals go to breed ■ a breeding ground for 
seals 

2 : a place or situation that helps or allows something to 
grow, develop, etc. ■ The Gulf of Mexico is a breeding ground 
for hurricanes. ■ The company’s casual atmosphere serves as 
a breeding ground for innovation. 

1 breeze /'bri:z/ noun, pi breez-es 

1 [count] : a gentle wind ■ a light/gentle/cool breeze • The flag 
fluttered in the breeze. 

2 [singular] informal : something that is easy to do ■ The test 
was a breeze. 

shoot the breeze see 'shoot 
2 breeze verb breezes; breezed; breez-ing [no obj] 

1 : to move quickly and confidently ■ Look who just breezed 
in! ■ He breezed past/by us without so much as a nod. 

2 : to easily succeed at something • She breezed through the 
test. ■ The team breezed to victory. [=the team won easily! 

breeze—block noun, pi -blocks [count] Brit : cinder 
block 

breeze-way /'bri:z,wei/ noun, pi -ways [count] US : a nar¬ 
row structure with a roof and no walls that connects two 
buildings (such as a house and garage) 
breezy /'briizi/ adj breez-i-er; -est 

1 : having strong winds : windy ■ a breezy day ■ a breezy 
beach 

2 : informal and lively ■ a breezy essay ■ I enjoy the author’s 
breezy style. 

3 : relaxed in way that shows you are not concerned about 
or interested in something ■ She listened to their complaints 
with breezy indifference. 

— breez-i-ly /'brkzali/ adv • He breezily dismissed our fears, 
breth-ren /'breOran/ plural of brother — used especially 

to begin to talk in a formal way to a group of people or to re¬ 
fer to the members of a particular group ■ Welcome, breth¬ 
ren. • our church brethren 

brev-i-ty /'brevati/ noun [noncount] : the quality of being 
brief: such as a : the use of few words to say something ■ 
I’ve omitted certain passages for the sake of brevity, ^be¬ 
cause I want to be brief] ■ The book’s major flaw is its brevity. 

■ “ Brevity is the soul of wit...” —Shakespeare, Hamlet 
(1600) b : the quality or fact of lasting only for a short peri¬ 
od of time • the brevity of youth 

1 brew /'bru:/ verb brews; brewed; brew-ing 

1 : to make (beer, ale, etc.) [+ obj] They brew the beer on 
the premises. ■ The restaurant also brews its own ginger ale 
and root beer, [no obj] They’ve been brewing in the new 
brewery since March. ■ brewing vats ■ the brewing process 

2 : to make (coffee, tea, etc.) [+ obj] I’ll brew another pot of 
tea. — often + up ■ She brewed up some coffee while I 
cooked the bacon and eggs, [no obj] The coffee is brewing. 
[=the coffee is being brewed] 

3 [no obj] : to start to form ■ It feels like there’s a storm brew¬ 
ing. ■ Trouble is brewing. 

— brew-er / l bru:w9/ noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a brewer of fine 
ales 

2 brew noun, pi brews 

1 chiefly US : a drink (such as beer or ale) that is made by 
brewing [noncount] a bottle of brew [count] I’ll buy you a 


brew. ■ a manufacturer of specialty brews A home brew is 
beer or ale that you make at home. ■ Would you like to try 
one of my home brews ? 

2 a [noncount] US : coffee ■ a perfect cup of brew b 
[count] Brit : a cup of tea ■ time for a quick brew 

3 [count] : a mixture of different things — usually singular ■ 
a strange brew of jazz, classical, and bluegrass music ■ Anger 
and desperation make for a dangerous brew. — see also 
WITCHES’ BREW 

brew-ery /'bruiwari/ noun, pi -er-ies [count] 

1 ; a place where beer is made 

2 : a company that makes beer 

1 bri-ar also bri-er /'braja 1 / noun, pi -ars also -ers [count] : a 
wild plant that has many sharp points (called thorns) on its 
branches ■ a thicket of briars — compare 2 briar 
2 briar or brier noun, pi -ars or -ers [count] : a tobacco pipe 
that is made from the root of a European plant — called also 
briar pipe — compare ‘briar 

1 bribe /'braib/ noun, pi bribes [count] : something valuable 
(such as money) that is given in order to get someone to do 
something ■ I offered the children a bribe for finishing their 
homework. Usually a bribe is used to get someone to do 
something illegal or dishonest. ■ a police officer accused of 
taking/accepting bribes ■ They received more than $10,000 in 
bribes. 

2 bribe verb bribes; bribed; brib-ing [+ obj] : to try to get 

someone to do something by giving or promising something 
valuable (such as money) : to give or offer a bribe to (some¬ 
one) ■ She was arrested for attempting to bribe a judge. ■ 
They bribed him to keep quiet about the incident. ■ We 
bribed the children with candy, 
brib-ery /'braibari/ noun [noncount] : the act or crime of 
giving or accepting a bribe ■ They were arrested on charges 
of bribery. — often used before another noun ■ a bribery 
charge/conviction 

brie—a—brae /'brika^rsek/ noun [noncount] : small objects 
that are used for decoration and are not usually valuable ■ 
shelves full of bric-a-brac [=knickknacks] 

1 brick /'bnk/ noun, pi bricks 

1 a [count] : a small, hard block of baked clay that is used to 
build structures (such as houses) and sometimes to make 
streets, paths, etc. ■ a pile of bricks b [noncount]: blocks of 
baked clay used as building material ■ a house made of brick 
■ Most of the buildings in the town are (made of) brick. — of¬ 
ten used before another noun ■ a brick wall/building/oven ■ a 
brick sidewalk 

2 [count] a : a block of something • a brick of ice cream ■ a 
glass brick b Brit : a child’s toy block ■ children playing 
with wooden bricks 

3 [count] informal + somewhat old-fashioned : a helpful or 
dependable person ■ He has been an absolute brick, 
bricks and mortar Brit : houses and other buildings espe¬ 
cially when people consider buying them because of their 
possible future value ■ Market uncertainties have been 
driving the rush to invest in bricks and mortar. — see also 
BRICK-AND-MORTAR 

drop a brick see 2 drop 

like a ton of bricks informal : very hard or severely ■ The 
loss of his job hit him like a ton of bricks. [=hit him very 
hard; made him very upset, unhappy, etc.] ■ Our boss came 
down on us like a ton of bricks [=got very angry at us] 
when he found out we had missed the meeting. 

2 brick verb bricks; bricked; brick-ing 

brick up [phrasal verb] brick (something) up or brick up 
(something) : to cover or block (something) with bricks ■ 
They bricked up the windows. 

brick-and-mortar or bricks-and-mortar adj — used 
to describe a traditional store or business that is in a building 
instead of on the Internet ■ They have a Web site as well as 
several brick-and-mortar stores. — see also bricks and mortar 
at ‘brick 

brick-bat /'bnk,b£et/ noun, pi -bats [count] : a criticism or 
rude comment ■ The candidates resorted to hurling brickbats 
at one another. ■ For all the brickbats it has received, it’s a 
good plan. 

brick-lay-er /'brikdeja*/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person 
whose job is to build things with bricks 

— brick-laying /'bnk,lejio/ noun [noncount] 

brick red noun [noncount] : a brownish-red color — see 
color picture on page C3 

— brick—red adj ■ a brick-red scarf 
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brick-work /'brikpW^k/ noun [noncount] : the part of some- 
thing that is made with bricks ■ the building’s decorative 
brickwork ■ Some of the brickwork is in need of repair. 
brid*al /'braidl/ adj : of or relating to a bride or a wedding ■ 
a bridal shop/gown ■ the bridal party [=the bride and groom 
and the people who stand with them during the wedding cer¬ 
emony] ■ the hotel’s bridal suite [=a special set of rooms for a 
couple who have just been married] ■ hosting a bridal shower 
[=a party for a woman who is about to be married] 
bride /'braid/ noun, pi brides [count] : a woman who has 
just married or is about to be married ■ a new bride ■ the 
mother of the bride — compare GROOM 
bride-groom /'braid,gru:m, 'braid,grum/ noun, pi 

-grooms [count] : ‘groom 1 • the bride and bridegroom 
brides-maid /'braidz,meid/ noun, pi -maids [count] : a fe¬ 
male friend or relative who helps a bride at her wedding • I 
was a bridesmaid in my sister’s wedding. — compare best 
MAN, GROOMSMAN, MAID OF HONOR, MATRON OF HONOR 

bride—to—be noun, pi brides—to—be [count] : a woman 
who is going to be married soon 
1 bridge /'bnch/ noun, /V bridg*es [count] 

1 : a structure built over something (such as a river) so that 
people or vehicles can get across ■ a bridge connecting the is¬ 
land to the mainland ■ the Brooklyn Bridge ■ a railroad bridge 
[=a bridge for trains] — see also drawbridge, foot¬ 
bridge, SUSPENSION BRIDGE 

2 : something that joins or connects different people or 
things ■ Her work serves as a bridge between the past and the 
present. ■ They hope to build a bridge between the two cul¬ 
tures. [=they hope to help the people in the two cultures un¬ 
derstand each other] 

3 : the place on a ship where the ship is steered 

4 a : the upper part of the nose ■ He broke the bridge of his 
nose, b : the part of a pair of eyeglasses that rests on a per¬ 
son’s nose 

5 : the part of a guitar, violin, or similar musical instrument 
that raises the strings away from the surface 

6 : part of a song that connects one section to the next sec¬ 
tion 

7 : a false tooth or row of false teeth that fits between two 
real teeth 

burn your bridges see ‘burn 

cross that bridge when you come to it If you say you 
will cross that bridge when you come to it, you mean that 
you will not worry about a possible problem until it actual¬ 
ly happens. ■ I don’t know how we’ll pay the bills if you 
quit your job, but we'll cross that bridge when we come to it. 
water under the bridge see water 
— compare 3 bridge 

2 bridqe verb bridges; bridged; bridg-ing [+ obj]: to make 
a bridge over or across (something) — usually used figura¬ 
tively ■ We hope to bridge the divisions between the two 
groups. — often used in the phrase bridge the gap ■ styles 
that bridge the gap between fashion and practicality ■ a book 
that attempts to bridge the generation gap 
3 bridge noun [noncount] : a card game for four players in two 
teams — compare ‘bridge 

bridge-head /'bnc&hed/ noun, pi -heads [count] : an area 
near the end of a bridge that is controlled by an army; also 
: any area that an army takes from an enemy and from 
which it can move forward to make an attack — sometimes 
used figuratively ■ The company views the project as a 
bridgehead into the Asian market, 
bridge loan noun, pi ~ loans [count] chiefly US : money 
that a bank lends you for a short period of time until you re¬ 
ceive the money that you are getting from another source 
(such as from selling your house) — called also (Brit) bridg¬ 
ing loan 

1 bri-dle /'braid!/ noun, pi bri-dles [count] : a device that fits 
on a horse’s head and that is used for guiding and controlling 
the horse — see picture at horse 
2 bridle verb bridles; bri-dled; bri-dling 

1 [+ obj]: to put a bridle on (a horse) — sometimes used fig¬ 
uratively ■ She was forced to bridle her anger. 

2 [no obj] : to react in an angry way — usually + at ■ He bri¬ 
dled at their criticism of his methods. 

bridle path noun, pi ~~ paths [count] : a path that is used 
for riding horses 

1 brief /'bri:f/ adj brief-er; -est 

1 : lasting only a short period of time ■ The meeting will be 
brief. ■ She worked there for only a brief period (of time) in 
the late 1980s. ■ They stopped by for a brief [=quick] visit. 


2 : using only a few words ■ I promise to be brief. [=1 promise 
to say what I need to say quickly] - She gave a brief [=concise] 
description/summary/history of the problem. ■ The essay is 
brief but thorough enough. ■ I’d like to say a brief word [=a 
few words] about the people who made this event possible. ■ 
a few brief words of caution/praise ■ I’d like to have a brief 
word with you. [=1 would like to have a short conversation 
with you] — see also in brief at 2 brief 

3 of clothing : covering less of the body than is usual ■ brief 
skirts/shorts ■ a brief bikini 

2 brief noun, pi briefs 

1 [count] : a brief statement or report • a news brief 

2 [count] US, law : a document that states the facts a lawyer 
plans to use in a court case ■ a legal brief 

3 [count] chiefly Brit : instructions that explain what a person 
is supposed to do ■ Her brief is to manage the company’s 
sales department. 

4 briefs [plural ]: short underpants for men, women, or chil¬ 
dren that fit close to the body ■ a pair of briefs — see color 
picture on page Cl3; compare boxer shorts 

5 [count] Brit, informal ; lawyer ■ the defendant’s brief 

in brief : in a few words ■ Here is today’s news in brief. 
[=here is a brief report of today’s news] ■ Their conclusion, 
in brief, is that we need more funding. 

3 brief verb briefs; briefed; brief-ing [+ obj] : to give infor¬ 
mation or instructions to (someone) ■ The captain briefed the 
crew on the new safety procedures. ■ The President has been 
briefed by his advisers. — compare debrief 
— briefing noun, pi -ings [count] ■ a military briefing 
brief-case /'bri:f,keis/ noun, 
pi -cas-es [count] : a flat 
case that is used for carrying 
papers or books 
brief-ly /'brirfli/ adv 

1 [more most ~] : in only a 
few words : in a brief way ■ 

Several important issues are 
only briefly mentioned. ■ 

Please briefly describe/sum¬ 
marize your experience. ■ The 
party, to put it briefly, was a 
disaster. = Briefly, the party 
was a disaster. 

2 : for a short period of time ■ 

They were briefly married. ■ We briefly considered canceling 
the trip. 

brier variant spelling of ‘briar 
1 brig /'brig/ noun, pi brigs [count] : a ship with square sails 
and two masts — compare 2 brig 
2 brig noun, pi brigs [count] : a jail or prison of the U.S. Navy; 
especially : one that is on a ship — compare ‘brig 
bri-gade /bri'geid/ noun, pi -gades [count] 

1 : a large group of soldiers that is part of an army A bri¬ 
gade is part of a division and is made up of regiments. 

2 a : a group of people organized to act together ■ a fire bri¬ 
gade b often disapproving : a group of people who have the 
same beliefs ■ The morality brigade insists that the book be 
censored. 

brig-a-dier /,brig3'di^/ noun, pi -diers [count] : a British 
army officer who is in charge of a brigade; also : the rank of 
a brigadier 

brigadier general noun, pi ~ -rals [count] : an officer in 
the U.S. Army, Air Force, or Marine Corps who is ranked 
above a colonel; also : the rank of a brigadier general 
brig-and /'brigand/ noun, pi -ands [count] formal + old- 
fashioned : a robber who travels with others in a group 

: BANDIT 

bright /'brait/ adj bright-er; -est 

1 /producing a lot of light ■ a bright light ■ The lighting was 
too bright. : filled with light ■ a bright room with lots of win¬ 
dows ■ It was a bright, sunny day. 

2 : having a very light and strong color ■ The room was dec¬ 
orated in bright colors. ■ a bright red • bright blue eyes 

3 a : able to learn things quickly : intelligent — used es¬ 
pecially to describe a young person • a bright child ■ a bright 
young journalist b : showing intelligence : clever ■ a 
bright idea — often used in a joking or ironic way to describe 
a foolish idea, action, etc. ■ Walking on the railroad bridge 
wasn’t too bright. ■ Who’s bright idea was it to leave the re¬ 
frigerator open? 

4 : happy and lively ■ a bright smile 

5 : providing a reason for hope ■ a young actress with a 
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brighten ■ bring 


bright [= promising ] future ■ Brighter days are ahead. [=things 
will improve in the future] ■ The prospects for the team are 
bright. [-good] 

bright and early : very early ■ We will be getting up bright 
and early in the morning. 

bright-eyed and bushy-tailed informal : happy and full of 
energy ■ He arrived all bright-eyed and bushy-tailed, 
bright spot informal : a good thing that occurs during a bad 
or difficult time ■ Car sales were one of the few bright spots 
for the economy last year. 

on the bright side — used to refer to the good part of 
something that is mostly bad ■ (US) He lost the race, but on 
the bright side , he didn’t get hurt. ■ Your cat is very sick 
right now, but try to look on the bright side. She can be 
treated with medicine. 

— bright-ly adv ■ a candle glowing brightly * a brightly lit 
room • brightly colored toys ■ She smiled brightly [= cheer¬ 
fully ] at her daughter. — brightness noun [noncount] ■ 
You can adjust the light’s brightness. 

brighten /'braitp/ verb -ens; -ened; -en-ing 

1 [+ obj\ : to add more light to (something) "He brightened 
the picture on the television. 

2 a [+ obj ] : to make (something) more colorful or cheerful ■ 
Flowers can brighten any room. ■ The good news brightened 
her mood. — often + up ■ She always brightens up a party. ■ 
You really brightened up my day. b [no obj \ : to become 
brighter or more cheerful ■ The sky brightened after the 
storm. ■ Her mood brightened. • Her eyes brightened. • Busi¬ 
ness prospects brightened last month. ■ Her face brightened in 
relief when she heard that he was not hurt. 

brill /'bnl/ adj, Brit, informal : brilliant 4 ■ We had a brill 
[=great\ time. 

briMiance /'briljans/ noun [noncount] : the quality or state 
of being brilliant ■ The professor was known for his bril¬ 
liance. • the brilliance of a diamond 
briMiant /'briljant/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : very bright : flashing with light ■ brilliant jewels * a bril¬ 
liant star in the sky ■ a store decorated in brilliant colors 

2 : very impressive or successful ■ He pitched a brilliant 
game. ■ She gave a brilliant performance. ■ a brilliant career 

3 a : extremely intelligent : much more intelligent than 
most people * a brilliant scientist ■ She has a brilliant mind, 
b : showing extreme intelligence : extremely clever ■ a bril¬ 
liant idea — often used in a joking or ironic way to describe 
a foolish idea, action, etc. ■ It was brilliant of you to leave 
your passport at home! 

4 Brit, informal : very good : wonderful or excellent ■ Dinner 
was brilliant. ■ It is a brilliant [-fabulous] film. You really 
must see it. ■ We had a brilliant time at the circus. 

— bril-liant-ly adv • a star shining brilliantly • brilliantly col¬ 
ored clothes ■ She acted brilliantly in her first film. ■ a bril¬ 
liantly written essay 

BriMo /'bnlou/ trademark — used for a steel wool pad filled 
with soap and used for scrubbing pots, pans, and other items 
1 brim /'brim/ noun, pi brims [count] 

1 : the top edge of a glass or a similar container * He filled 
the glass to the brim. [=to the top] ■ The glass was filled/full to 
the brim, ^completely full] — often used figuratively • Her 
heart was filled to the brim with joy. 

2 : the part of a hat that sticks out around the lower edge 

— see picture at hat 

— brim-ful /'brimful/ adj • The book is brimful of funny 
jokes. [=is filled with funny jokes] — brimmed /'bnmd/ 
adj ■ a brimmed hat — often used with another adjective ■ 
a wide-brimmed hat 

2 brim verb brims; brimmed; brim*ming [no obj ] : to be 

completely filled with something ■ a boy brimming (over) 
with energy ■ Her heart was brimming with happiness. ■ The 
show brims with excitement. • Her eyes brimmed with tears. 
[=tears filled her eyes] 

brim-Stone /'bnm,stoun/ noun [noncount] old-fashioned 
: sulfur — now usually used in the phrase fire and brim¬ 
stone to refer to descriptions of hell ■ The preacher’s ser¬ 
mons were full of fire and brimstone. [=the preacher’s ser¬ 
mons warned of the punishment of hell] ( 

brin-dled /'brindld/ or brin-dle /'brindl/ adj : having faint 
dark streaks or spots on a gray or light brown background ■ 
a brindled cow 

brine /'brain/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a mixture of salty water used especially to preserve or 
add flavor to food ■ The chicken was soaked in brine before 
it was roasted. 


2 : the salty water of the ocean ■ ocean brine — see also 
BRINY 

bring /'brig/ verb brings; brought /*bra:t/; bring-ing [+ 

obj\ 

1 : to come with (something or someone) to a place ■ I’ll 
bring a bottle of wine (with me) when I come to your party. ■ 
“Should I send you a check?” “Why not just bring me the 
money when you come?” ■ Have you brought the money 
with you from the bank? ■ She brought her boyfriend home 
to meet her parents. ■ You stay where you are and I’ll bring 
you another drink. = I’ll bring another drink to you. 

2 : to cause (something or someone) to come ■ Her screams 
brought [= attracted] help. ■ Her screams brought the neigh¬ 
bors running. [=the neighbors ran to help her when they 
heard her screams! • Love of adventure brought her here be¬ 
fore taking her to many other places. ■ This radio station 
brings you all the news as it happens. 

3 : to cause (something) to exist, happen, or start ■ Can any¬ 
thing bring peace to this troubled region? * In this part of the 
country, winter brings snow (with it). ■ The tablets may bring 
(you) some relief. ■ Having a baby has brought great happi¬ 
ness into her life. ■ The sad story brought tears to our eyes 
[=made us cry] but its happy ending brought smiles to our 
lips, [-made us smile] 

4 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to cause 
(something or someone) to reach a specified state, place, 
condition, etc. ■ The dancer brought his hands up to his face. 

■ (US) Bring the water to a boil. = (Brit) Bring the water to the 
boil. [=heat the water so that it boils] ■ The pilot brought 
them safely out of danger. ■ Winter snow brought traffic to a 
stop. ■ A few steps brought us to the front door. ■ The thrill¬ 
ing climax brought the audience to its/their feet. ■ This histo¬ 
ry book brings us up to the present day. 

5 : to have (a particular talent, quality, etc.) when you start 
to do something (such as a job) — + to • She brings years of 
experience to the position. [=she comes to the position with 
years of experience] ■ He brings a rare talent for solving 
problems to his new job as company president. 

6 law : to start a case against someone in a court of law ■ 
They threatened to bring [= institute ] legal action against him. 

■ They are going to bring charges against him. [=they are go¬ 
ing to charge him with a crime] 

7 : to cause (something) to reach a total — + to • Last week’s 
sales figures brought our pretax profits for the year to just 
over $35,000,000. ■ The donation brought the fund to over a 
million dollars. 

8 : to get (an amount of money) as a price : to be sold for (a 
price) ■ The painting ought to bring [-fetch] a high price. 

In addition to the phrases shown below, bring occurs in 
many idioms that are shown at appropriate entries 
throughout the dictionary. For example, bring to bear 
can be found at 2 bear and bring to an end can be found 
at 'end. 

bring about [phrasal verb] bring about (something) also 
bring (something) about : to cause (something) ■ “What 
brought about the crisis?” “It was brought about by many 
factors.” 

bring around (chiefly US) or chiefly Brit bring round [phras¬ 
al verb] 

1 bring (someone) around : to cause (someone) to come 
around: such as a : to cause (someone) to accept and sup¬ 
port something (such as an idea) after opposing it ■ She still 
says she won’t support us, but we’ll bring her around eventu¬ 
ally. [=we’ll convince/persuade her to support us eventually] 
— often + to ■ I’m sure we can bring her around to our way of 
thinking, b : to cause (someone) to become awake again 
after being unconscious ■ The boxer was knocked out and it 
took the doctor several minutes to bring him around. [=bring 
him to] c : to come with (someone) for a social visit ■ Why 
don’t you bring your friend around (to my house) after work 
today? 2 bring (something) around : to cause (something, 
such as a conversation) to go to a desired subject or area — 
+ to • We gradually brought the conversation around to the 
subject of his unpaid bills. 

bring back [phrasal verb] 1 bring (something or someone) 
back or bring back (something or someone) a : to come 
back with (something or someone) ■ What did you bring 
back (with you) from your vacation? ■ You promised to 
bring back a present for me. = You promised to bring me 
back a present, b : to cause (something or someone) to 
return ■ The death penalty was done away with in this area 



bring-and-buy sale • brisk 


202 


many years ago, but some people now want it to be 
brought back. ■ The movie is a fantasy about a man who is 
brought back (to life) from the dead. ■ The company is do¬ 
ing poorly, and its former president is being brought back 
to help solve its problems, c : to cause (something or 
someone) to return to a condition, subject, etc. • That 
question brings us back (again) to the fundamental prob¬ 
lem of world peace. ■ We gradually brought the conversa¬ 
tion back to the subject of his unpaid bills. 2 bring (some¬ 
thing) back or bring back (something) : to cause 
(something) to return to someone’s memory ■ Seeing her 
again brought back a lot of happy memories. ■ I had almost 
forgotten about the time we spent together, but seeing her 
again brought it all back (to me). 

bring before [phrasal verb ] bring (someone or something) 
before (someone or something) formal : to cause (some¬ 
one or something) to come to (someone or something) for 
an official decision or judgment ■ He was brought (up) be¬ 
fore the judge on a charge of obstructing justice. ■ The case 
was finally brought before the Supreme Court. 

bring down [phrasal verb] 1 bring down (someone or 
something) or bring (someone or something) down : to 
cause (someone or something) to fall down onto the 
ground ■ The deer was brought down by a single shot. ■ The 
plane was brought down by enemy fire. — often used figu¬ 
ratively ■ The government was brought down by a vote of 
no confidence. ■ a famous politician who was brought down 
by scandal 2 bring (something) down or bring down 
(something) : to cause (something) to become lower ■ Will 
anything ever bring house prices down ? 3 bring (some¬ 
one) down informal : to cause (someone) to become sad or 
depressed • All this rainy weather is really bringing me 
down. [=getting me down] 

bring forth [phrasal verb] bring (something) forth or bring 
forth (something) somewhat formal : to produce (some¬ 
thing) ■ The rosebushes brought forth an abundance of 
flowers. • He was able to bring forth persuasive arguments 
in support of his position. : to cause (something) to occur 
or exist ■ Her controversial comments brought forth [pro¬ 
voked] strong reactions from the public. 

bring forward [phrasal verb] bring (something) forward or 
bring forward (something) 1 : to talk about or show 
(something) so that it can be seen or discussed by others ■ 
The police have brought new evidence forward. 2 : to 
make the time of (something) earlier or sooner ■ We need 
to bring the meeting forward from Tuesday to Monday so 
that more people can attend. 

bring In [phrasal verb] 1 bring in (someone) or bring (some¬ 
one) In : to cause (someone) to become involved in a pro¬ 
cess, activity, etc. ■ The company has decided to bring in 
outside experts to help on the project. 2 bring in (some¬ 
thing) or bring (something) in a : to produce or earn (an 
amount of money) ■ Each sale brought in $5. ■ He works at 
a large company and brings in a good salary, b law : to re¬ 
port (an official decision) to a court ■ The jury brought in 
[-returned] a verdict of not guilty. [=the jury said that the 
defendant was not guilty] c chiefly Brit : to introduce (a 
new law, rule, etc.) ■ The government is going to bring in 
legislation to make such practices illegal. 3 bring in 
(someone or something) or bring (someone or something) 
in : to cause (someone or something) to come to a place ■ 
The store is having a special sale in order to bring in [= at¬ 
tract 1 new customers/business. ■ The police brought him in 
(to the police station) for questioning. 

bring off [phrasal verb] bring (something) off also bring off 
(something) : to do (something difficult) : to achieve or 
accomplish (something) ■ It’s a challenging role. She’s the 
only actress I know with enough talent to bring it off. 

bring on [phrasal verb] 1 bring on (something) or bring 
(something) on : to cause (something) to appear or occur ■ 
The crisis was brought on by many factors. 2 bring (some¬ 
thing) on (someone) : to cause (something bad) to happen 
to (someone) ■ You’ve brought nothing but shame on your 
family since the day you were bom! ■ I can’t help thinking 
you’ve brought some of this trouble on yourself. 

bring out [phrasal verb] 1 bring out (something) or bring 
(something) out a : to show (something) : to cause 
(something) to appear or to be more easily seen ■ The de¬ 
bate brought out [-highlighted] the differences between the 
two candidates. ■ That blue sweater really brings out the 
color in your eyes. ■ Our school aims to bring out [-devel¬ 
op] the talents in each of our students. ■ A crisis brings out 
the best in some people and brings out the worst in others. 


[=a crisis causes some people to behave very well and other 
people to behave very badly] b : to produce (something, 
such as a book) : to cause (something) to become available 
or to come out ■ a writer who’s expected to bring out a new 
novel next year 2 bring (someone) out in (something) Brit 
: to cause (someone) to begin to have (something, such as 
a rash) on the skin ■ Eating strawberries brings me out in 
spots. [=eating strawberries makes me break out in spots] 
bring round see bring around (above) 
bring to [phrasal verb] bring (someone) to : to cause (some¬ 
one) to become awake again after being unconscious • The 
boxer was knocked out and it took the doctor several min¬ 
utes to bring him to. [=bring him around] 
bring together [phrasal verb] bring (people) together or 
bring together (people) : to cause (people) to join or meet 
: to cause (people) to come together ■ She and her husband 
were brought together by a shared love of the natural 
world. • The conference has brought together some of the 
world’s leading experts on laser technology. 
bring up [phrasal verb] 1 bring (someone) up or bring up 
(someone) : to take care of and teach (a child who is grow¬ 
ing up) • I was bom and brought up [-raised, reared] in Chi¬ 
cago. ■ My grandparents brought me up after my parents 
died. ■ My parents brought me up to respect authority. 
[=my parents taught me to respect authority when I was a 
child] 2 bring (something) up or bring up (something) a 
: to mention (something) when talking : to start to talk 
about (something) ■ We were waiting for a suitable mo¬ 
ment to bring up [= introduce, raise] the subject of his un¬ 
paid bills. ■ I wasn’t going to talk about money, but since 
you’ve brought it up, I guess it’s something we should really 
discuss. • I’m glad you mentioned money. That brings up 
the question of how much we can afford to spend, b com¬ 
puters : to cause (something, such as a file or picture) to 
appear on a computer screen ■ The system makes it easy to 
bring up (on the screen) information about any customer. 
C : ‘vomit ■ The patient tried to eat some breakfast but 
immediately brought it back up again. 3 bring (someone) 
up : to cause (someone) to stop suddenly — used in phras¬ 
es like bring up short and bring up suddenly "He was just 
starting to argue when her scream brought him up short, 
bring yourself : to force yourself to do something that you 
do not want to do — usually used in negative statements ■ 
He knew that he should apologize, but he couldn’t bring 
himself to do it. 

— bring-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a bringer of good news 
bring—an d— buy sale noun, pi ~ sales [count] Brit : a 
sale to which people bring things for others to buy usually in 
order to raise money for charity 
brink /'brirjk/ noun 

the brink : the edge at the top of a steep cliff — usually used 
figuratively to refer to a point that is very close to the oc¬ 
currence of something very bad or (less commonly) very 
good • He nearly lost everything because of his drug addic¬ 
tion, but his friends helped to pull him back from the 
brink. ■ The two nations are on the brink of war. [=are very 
close to war] ■ a city on the brink of financial disaster ■ Doc¬ 
tors may be on the brink of finding a cure for this disease. ■ 
a young actress who is on the brink of a brilliant career ■ 
The other team brought them to the brink of defeat. 
[=came very close to defeating them] ■ an animal that has 
been brought/pulled back from the brink of extinction 
brink-man-ship /'bnrjkmanjip/ also chiefly us brinks- 
man-ship /'bnqksmanjip/ noun [noncount] : the practice 
of causing or allowing a situation to become extremely dan¬ 
gerous in order to get the results that you want ■ two nations 
caught up in nuclear brinkmanship ■ engaging in political 
brinkmanship 

briny /'braini/ adj brin*i«er; -est : salty ■ briny water ■ oys¬ 
ters with a briny flavor 

the briny old-fashioned : the sea ■ out on the briny 
brio /'briijou/ noun [noncount] : great energy and confidence 
• She sings with brio. 

bri'OChe /bri'ouf/ noun, pi brioches [count, noncount] : a 
light, sweet type of bread 
brisk /‘brisk/ adj brisk*er; -est 

1 : moving or speaking quickly : quick and efficient • a 
brisk, no-nonsense manager ■ She answered the phone in a 
brisk voice. 

2 : pleasantly cool or cold • brisk autumn weather ■ The wind 
was brisk. 

3 a : done with quickness and energy ■ They went for a brisk 
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walk in the woods. ■ She walked at a brisk pace, b : very ac¬ 
tive and steady ■ Business is brisk at the store. ■ brisk econom¬ 
ic growth • There is a brisk market in old movie posters. 

— brisk-ly adv • The wind was blowing briskly off the ocean. 
• The Bowers have been selling briskly. — brisk-ness 
noun [noncount ] 

bris-ket /'briskat/ noun, pi -kets [count, noncount ] : beef 
from the chest of a cow 

1 bris*tie /'brisal/ noun, pi bris-tles [count] : a short, stiff 
hair, fiber, etc. ■ a face covered with bristles ■ the bristles of a 
brush 

— brls-tly /'brisli/ adj bris-tli-er; -est ■ a bristly mustache 
2 bristle verb bristles; bris-tled; bris-tling [no obj] 

1 of hair : to rise up and become stiff ■ Electricity makes 
your hair bristle. 

2 : to show signs of anger : to become angry — usually + at • 
He bristled at the insult. • She bristled at their criticism. 
bristle with [phrasal verb ] bristle with (something) 1 : to be 

covered with (something) ■ a bush bristling with thorns ■ 
The hillside bristled with soldiers. 2 : to be full of (some¬ 
thing) ■ The movie bristles with excitement. [=the movie is 
very exciting] ■ He bristles with energy. 

Brit /'brit/ noun, pi Brits [count] informal : a British person 
britch-es /'bntfaz/ noun [plural] chiefly US, informal + old- 
fashioned : pants • an old pair of britches 
too big for your britches see ‘big 
Brit-ish /'britij/ adj : of or relating to Great Britain and es¬ 
pecially England ■ British newspapers ■ a British port 
the British : the people of Great Britain and especially En¬ 
gland ■ talked about the British 

British English noun [noncount] : the English language 
used in England 

BriMsh-er /'britij>/ noun, pi -ers [count] chiefly US, infor¬ 
mal + old-fashioned : a British person 
British Summer Time noun [noncount] Brit : a period of 
the year between spring and fall when clocks in the United 
Kingdom are set one hour ahead of Greenwich mean time 

— called also (Brit) Summer Time; compare DAYLIGHT sav¬ 
ing time 

Brit-On /'britn/ noun, pi -ons [count] somewhat formal : a 
British person 

brit-tle /'britl /adj brit-tler; brit-tlest [ormore most ~] 

t : easily broken or cracked ■ brittle glass ■ brittle bones 

2 : not strong : easily damaged ■ The countries formed a brit¬ 
tle [=fiagile] alliance. 

3 .* sharp in sound ■ a brittle laugh ■ a high, brittle voice 

— brit-tle-ness /'britlnas/ noun [noncount] 
bro /'brou/ noun, pi bros [count] 

t informal : brother ■ my big bro 

2 US slang — used as a friendly way of addressing a man or 
boy • Catch you later, bro. 

1 broach /'broulf/ verb broach-es; broached; broach-ing 

[+ obj] : to introduce (a subject, issue, etc.) for discussion ■ 
She broached the idea of getting another cat. 

2 broach noun, pi broaches [count ]: brooch 
1 broad /'braid/ adj broad-er; -est 

1 a : large from one side to the other side : wide ■ He has 
broad shoulders. • a broad stripe ■ broad prairies ■ a broad av¬ 
enue — opposite narrow b chiefly Brit : having a speci¬ 
fied width ■ three metres broad [=wide] 

2 : including or involving many things or people : wide in 
range or amount ■ The store has a broad selection/variety of 
coats. - a president with broad [-widespread] appeal ■ There 
was broad agreement on the new government. ■ There are 
three broad categories of industry in the region: computers, 
finance, and education. ■ The conference was attended by a 
broad spectrum [=a range of many different kinds] of reli¬ 
gious leaders. — opposite NARROW 

3 : relating to the main parts of something : general ■ the 
broad outlines of a problem ■ discusses "family" in its broad¬ 
est sense 

4 : easily seen or noticed ■ She gave him a broad [ =obvious] 
hint. ■ He speaks with a broad Midwestern accent. 

in broad daylight: during the day when people and things 
can be easily seen rather than at night • The crime was 
committed in broad daylight. 

— broad-ly adv [more most ~] • He smiled broadly [=with 
a big smile] as he greeted us. ■ The book is broadly [= gener¬ 
ally ] concerned with the oil industry. ■ She broadly [obvi¬ 
ously] hinted that she wouldn’t be coming back. • a broadly 
based [=broad-based] political movement 

2 broad noun, pi broads [count] US slang, old-fashioned + of¬ 


ten offensive : woman ■ a classy broad 
broad-band /'braidjbgend/ noun [noncount] : a fast elec¬ 
tronic network that carries more than one type of communi¬ 
cation (such as Internet and cable television signals) 

— broadband adj ■ broadband Internet access 
broad-based /'braid,beist/ adj : involving or attracting 

many different types of people ■ a broad-based environmen¬ 
tal movement ■ The show has a broad-based audience, 
broad bean noun, pi ~ beans [count] chiefly Brit : fava 

BEAN 

broad-brush /'braid,brAj/ adj, always used before a noun 
: relating to or involving the main or general parts of some¬ 
thing rather than the details ■ The book is a broad-brush 
treatment of the subject. 

1 broad-cast /'braid,ksest, Brit 'broid.kaist/ verb -casts; 
-cast; -cast-1 ng [+ obj] 

1 : to send out (signals, programs, etc.) by radio or television 
■ The station broadcasts the symphony live every Friday 
night. ■ The interview was broadcast from London. 

2 : to tell (something that is private or secret) to many peo¬ 
ple ■ If you tell her anything about your personal life she’ll 
broadcast it to everyone in the office. 

3 : to throw (something, such as seeds) across a wide area of 
the ground ■ broadcast fertilizer on the lawn 

— broad-cast-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ radio/television 
broadcasters — broadcasting noun [noncount] ■ She 
wants to have a career in broadcasting. 

broadcast noun, pi -casts 

1 [count] : a radio or television program ■ a live/recorded 
broadcast • Did you hear the broadcast of last night’s game? 

2 [noncount] : the act of sending out radio or television sig¬ 
nals : the act of broadcasting something ■ The judge decided 
to allow broadcast of the trial. — sometimes used before an¬ 
other noun ■ She wants to have a career in broadcast Journal¬ 
ism. [=a career in broadcasting] 

broad-en /'bra:dp/ verb -ens; -ened; -en-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to make (something) wider or more general ■ They 
need to broaden their understanding of other cultures. ■ The 
police have broadened the scope of the investigation. ■ Travel 
can help to broaden your horizons/mind. [=increase the 
range of your knowledge, understanding, or experience] 

2 [no obj] : to become wider or more general • The road 
broadens [=widens] near the airport. ■ Her smile broadened 
when I told her the good news. ■ The investigation has broad¬ 
ened to include the mayor's staff. ■ His interests broadened to 
include art and music, not just sports. 

broad jump noun 
the broad jump US see long jump 

— broad jumper noun, pi ~ -pers [count] 

broad—mind-ed /'braid'mamdad/ adj [more most ~] 
: willing to accept opinions, beliefs, or behaviors that are un¬ 
usual or different from your own • Her mother was broad¬ 
minded about religion. • a broad-minded view of racial issues 

— broad—mind-ed-ness noun [noncount] 
broad-sheet /'braid,Jilt/ noun, pi -sheets [count] chiefly 

Brit : a newspaper that has large pages and that usually deals 
with serious subjects — compare tabloid 
1 broad-side /'braid,said/ noun, pi -sides [count] 

1 : a very strong and harsh spoken or written attack ■ a 
broadside of criticism ■ The senator delivered a broadside 
[=blast] against the President. 

2 : an attack by a ship in which all the guns on one side of 
the ship are fired together 

2 broadside adv 

1 : with the side facing forward ■ Turn the ship broadside. 

2 chiefly US : directly from the side ■ The car was hit broad¬ 
side. 

3 broadside verb -sides; -sid-ed; -sid-ing [+ obj] US : to 
hit (a vehicle) very hard from the side ■ His car was broad¬ 
sided by a truck as he was driving through the intersection. 
broad-SWOrd /'braid,so^d/ noun, pi -swords [count] : a 
large, heavy sword that has a wide blade used for cutting 
Broad-way /'braid,wei/ noun [noncount] : a street in New 
York City where there are many theaters — used to refer to 
the world of the theater in New York City ■ He’s starring in a 
play on Broadway. ■ She’s a big star on Broadway. — often 
used before another noun ■ a Broadway play/star — see also 
OFF-BROADWAY 

bro-cade /brou'keid/ noun [noncount] : a cloth with a 
raised design in gold or silver thread 

— bro-cad-ed /brou'keidad/ adj 
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broc-co-li /'braikali/ noun [ noncount ] : a common vegeta- 
ble that has green branches and many small green or purple 
flowers — see color picture on page C4 
brochure /brou'Juas Brit *brau/a/ noun, pi -chures 
[count] : a small, thin book or magazine that usually has 
many pictures and information about a product, a place, etc. 

■ a travel brochure 

1 brogue /'broug/ noun, pi brogues [count] : the way that 
English is pronounced in Ireland or Scotland : an Irish or 
Scottish accent ■ He spoke with an Irish brogue. — compare 
2 brogue 

2 brogue noun, pi brogues [count] : a shoe decorated with 
small holes along the sides and at the toe —compare 
1 BROGUE 

broil /'brojsl/ verb broils; broiled; broil-ing US 

1 [+ obj] : to cook (food) directly over or under extremely 
high heat ■ broil a chicken ■ a broiled steak 

2 [no obj] informal : to be extremely hot ■ The farm workers 
were broiling out in the hot sun. 

broil-er /'broila-/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 US : a part of an oven that becomes very hot and that food 
is placed under to be broiled ■ Put the steaks under the broil¬ 
er. 

2 chiefly US : a young chicken that is suitable for broiling 

— compare FRYER, ROASTER 
1 broke past tense of 1 BREAK 

2 broke /'brouk/ adj, not used before a noun, it\formal : not 
having any money * She is broke and homeless. ■ Can I bor¬ 
row 10 dollars? I’m broke until payday. ■ I’m flat broke. = 
(Brit) I’m stony broke. [=1 have no money at all] 
go broke informal : to spend or lose all of your money ■ He 
went broke after he lost his job. ■ The company could go 
broke if the economy doesn’t improve soon. 
go for broke informal : to do something that is dangerous 
or that could result in complete failure in order to try to 
achieve success ■ She decided to go for broke and start her 
own restaurant. 

if it ain't broke, don't fix it iixformal — used to say that you 
should not try to change something that is working well 
1 broken past participle o/ 1 BREAK 
2 bro-ken /'broukan/ adi 

1 : separated into parts or pieces by being hit, damaged, etc. 

■ The street was covered with broken glass. ■ a broken 
[=crac/ced] mirror ■ a broken bone ■ a broken leg/arm [=a leg/ 
arm that has a broken bone] 

2 : not working properly ■ a broken camera 

3 : not kept or honored ■ a broken promise 

4 : without hope or strength because of having suffered very 
much ■ a broken spirit ■ The failure of his business left him a 
broken man. ■ a broken heart 

5 : spoken with many mistakes : not fluent ■ He spoke (in) 
broken English. 

6 — used to describe a relationship (such as a marriage) that 
has ended • a broken marriage/engagement ■ a broken family 
I=a family in which the parents have divorced] ■ children 
from broken homes [=children whose parents are divorced] 

broken-down aefj : in a bad or weak condition because of 
being old, not well cared for, etc. ■ a broken-down car 
bro*ken*heart*ed /'brouksn'haa'tad/ adj : filled with 
great sadness especially because someone you love has left 
you, has died, etc. : HEARTBROKEN ■ She was brokenhearted 
when her boyfriend left her. 

1 bro-ker /'broukaV noun, pi -kers [count] : a person who 
helps other people to reach agreements, to make deals, or to 
buy and sell property (such as stocks or houses) ■ a real es¬ 
tate broker • an insurance broker ■ a marriage broker [=a per¬ 
son who helps to arrange the marriages of other people] 

— see also pawnbroker, power broker, stockbroker 
2 broker verb -kers; -kered; -ker-ing [+ obj ]; to help people, 

countries, etc., to make a deal or to reach an agreement ■ 
broker a stock sale ■ The President has been trying to broker a 
peace treaty. 

broker-age /'brouksnefe/ noun, pi -ag-es [count] : the 
business of a broker ■ one of the country’s largest brokerages 
• She works for a brokerage firm, 
brol-ly /'bra:li/ noun, pi -lies [count] Brit, informal : um¬ 
brella 1 

bromide /'broi^maid/ noun, pi -mides 

1 [count, noncount] ; a drug that makes a person calm 

2 [count] : a statement that is intended to make people feel 
happier or calmer but that is not original or effective ■ His 
speech had nothing more to offer than the usual bromides 


about how everyone needs to work together, 
bronc /'braink/ noun, pi broncs [count] US, informal 
: BRONCO 

bron-chi-al /'brcnijkijsl/ adj : relating to or involving the 
tubes that carry air into the lungs ■ a bronchial infection ■ 
bronchial tubes 

bron-chi-tis /bran'kaitas/ noun [noncount] medical : an ill¬ 
ness in which your bronchial tubes become sore or damaged 
and you cough a lot • acute/chronic bronchitis 
bron-CO /'bra.ijkou/ noun, pi -cos [count] : a wild horse of 
western North America ■ a rodeo featuring bucking broncos 
bron-to-sau-rus Abramta'soras/ noun, pi -rus-es [count] 
: a very large dinosaur that had a long neck and tail 
Bronx cheer /'braiqks-/ noun, pi ~ cheers [count] US, in¬ 
formal : a rude sound made to show that you dislike some¬ 
thing : RASPBERRY 

1 bronze /'bra:nz/ noun, pi bronz-es 

1 [noncount] : a metal that is made by combining copper and 
tin ■ a statue cast in bronze 

2 [count] a : something (such as a statue) that is made of 
bronze ■ a bronze of the president b : BRONZE MEDAL ■ She 
won a bronze in skiing. 

3 [noncount] : a yellowish-brown color — see color picture 
on page C2 

2 bronze adj 

1 : made of bronze ■ a bronze statue 

2 : having a yellowish-brown color ■ bronze curtains 

Bronze Age noun 

the Bronze Age : a period of time that began between 4000 
and 3000 B.C. in which people used bronze to make weap¬ 
ons and tools ■ The artifact dates to the Bronze Age. • 7 he 
Bronze Age preceded the Iron Age. ■ a Bronze Age weapon/ 
tool — compare iron age, stone age 
bronzed /'brainzd/ adj 

1 : having skin that has been made brown by the sun 
; TANNED ■ a bronzed young swimmer ■ bronzed bodies 

2 ; covered with a material that makes something appear to 
be made of bronze ■ bronzed baby shoes 

bronze medal noun, pi ~ -dais [count] : a medal made of 
bronze that is awarded as the prize for third place in a sports 
competition ■ The team won the bronze medal in basketball. 

— compare GOLD MEDAL, SILVER MEDAL 

Bronze Star noun, pi ~~ Stars [count] : a U.S. military 
award — called also Bronze Star Medal 
brooch /'broutf/ noun, pi brooch-es [count] : a piece of 
jewelry that is held on clothing by a pin and worn by a wom¬ 
an at or near her neck — called also broach ; see color pic¬ 
ture on page Cll 

1 brood /*bru:d/ noun, pi broods [count] 

1 : a group of young birds (such as chickens) that were all 
bom at the same time ■ a hen and her brood of chicks 

2 informal : the children in someone’s family • Mrs. Smith 
took her brood to church every Sunday. 

2 brood verb broods; brood-ed; brood-ing [no obj] : to 
think a lot about something in an unhappy way ■ He brooded 
over/about/on his mistake. ■ After the argument, she sat in 
her bedroom, brooding. 

— brood-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

brooding adj [more most ~] : very serious and sad ■ a 
brooding artist ■ a brooding landscape/essay 

— brood-ing*ly adv 
broody adj brood-l-er; -est 

1 : serious and sad : brooding ■ a movie with a dark and 
broody atmosphere 

2 a of a hen : ready to lay and sit on eggs ■ a broody hen b 
Brit, informal, of a woman : wanting to have a baby ■ a 
broody wife 

1 brook /'bruk/ verb brooks; brooked; brook-ing [+ obj] 
: to allow (something) to exist or happen — usually used 
with no ■ Their coach brooks [-tolerates] no disagreement. ■ a 
government that brooks no criticism 
2 brook noun, pi brooks [count] ; a small stream ■ a babbling 
brook 

broom /'bru:m/ noun, pi brooms 

1 [count] : a brush that has a long handle and that is used for 
sweeping floors 

2 [noncount] : a type of bush that has long, thin branches 
and yellow flowers 

broom-stick /'bru:m,stik/ noun, pi -sticks [count] : the 
handle of a broom 

Bros, abbr brothers — used in company names ■ Smith Bros. 
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broth /'bra:0/ noun, pi broths [count, non- 
count ]: liquid in which food (such as meat) 
has been cooked ■ chicken broth 
brottvel /'brarGal/ noun, pi -thels [count] 

: a building in which prostitutes are avail¬ 
able : BORDELLO 

brother /*brA5a7 noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a boy or man who has one or both of 
the same parents as you ■ my little/younger 
brother ■ her big/older brother • Her brother 
was adopted. — compare brother-in- 
law, HALF BROTHER, STEPBROTHER 

2 : a man who is from the same group or 
country as you ■ his college fraternity 
brothers ■ We must support our brothers 
and sisters fighting overseas. 

3 pi broth-ers or brethren /'brearen/ : a 
male member of a religious group ■ the broom 
brothers in a monastery — used especially 

as a title ■ Brother John 

4 US, informal : a black man — used especially by African- 
Americans 

5 US, informal — used when talking to a man ■ Brother , do 
you have an extra cigarette? ■ Brother, you have got to relax. 

6 chiefly US, informal — used as an interjection to express 
surprise or annoyance ■ Brother was I ever sick. [=1 was very 
sick] • Oh, brother'. 

broth«er«hood / , brA5a L ,hud/ noun, pi -hoods 

1 [noncount] : feelings of friendship, support, and under¬ 
standing between people ■ the brotherhood of humankind 

2 [count] : a group or organization of people who have the 
same interests, jobs, etc. ■ the musical brotherhood — often 
used in the names of labor unions ■ the International Broth¬ 
erhood of Electrical Workers 

broth*er— in—law /'brAdaranJa:/ noun, pi broth-ers—in¬ 
law /'brAa^zan.la:/ [count] 

1 : the brother of your husband or wife 

2 : the husband of your sister 

broth-er-ly /'brAaaJi/ adj [more most ~] : showing or 
suggesting the love and closeness of a brother ■ He gave his 
sister a brotherly hug. ■ He received brotherly support from 
his fellow priests. 

— broth-er-li-ness noun [noncount] 
brought past tense and past participle of bring 
brou-ha-ha / l bru:,ha:,ha:/ noun, informal + usually disap¬ 
proving : great excitement or concern about something [sin¬ 
gular] A brouhaha erupted over her statements about the 
president, [noncount] There's been a lot of brouhaha about 
her statements. 

brow /’brau/ noun, pi brows [count] 

1 : eyebrow ■ She raised her brows in surprise. 

2 : forehead ■ She wiped the sweat from her brow. — see 
also HIGHBROW, LOWBROW, MIDDLEBROW 

3 : the upper edge of a steep slope ■ the brow of a high hill 
knit your brow see ‘knit 

brow* beat /’brau,bi:t/ verb -beats; -beat; -beat*en 

/-,bi:tp/; -beat-ing [+ obf] : to use threats or angry speech to 
make (someone) do or accept something ■ His father likes to 
browbeat waiters and waitresses. — often + into ■ He refuses 
to be browbeaten into making changes he thinks are not nec¬ 
essary. 

1 brown /’braun/ adj -er; -est 

1 : having a color like coffee or chocolate ■ a brown cow ■ 
The door was brown. 

2 : having dark or tanned skin ■ workers whose backs are 
brown from long hours in the sun 

2 brown noun, pi browns : a color like the color of coffee or 
chocolate [noncount] a shade of brown ■ The room was dec¬ 
orated in brown, [count] a mix of browns and reds — see col¬ 
or picture on page Cl 

— browrvish /‘braumJV adj [more —; most ~] ■ brownish 
eyes 

3 brown verb browns; browned; brown*ing : to make 
(something) brown or to become brown especially by cook¬ 
ing or heating [+ obf] Brown the chicken in a pan with but¬ 
ter. ■ lightly browned sausages ■ Her skin was browned by the 
sun. [no obf] The chicken is browning in the oven, 
browned Off adj [more most ~] Brit, informal : annoyed 
and unhappy about something ■ feeling thoroughly browned 
off 

brown*ie /‘brauni/ noun, pi -ies [count] 

1 Brownie : a member of an organization of Girl Scouts or 


Girl Guides for girls ages 7 through 10 — compare CUB 
SCOUT 

2 : a short, square piece of rich, chocolate cake that often 
contains nuts 

brownie points noun [plural] informal : praise, credit, or 
approval that a person gets from someone (such as a boss or 
a teacher) for doing something good or helpful ■ He’s trying 
to earn/win/get brownie points (from the boss) by offering to 
work more overtime. 

brown*nose /’brauninouz/ verb -nos-es; -nosed; -nos¬ 
ing [+ obf ] informal + disapproving : to try to get the approv¬ 
al of (an important or powerful person) by praise, flattery, 
etc. ■ He has been brownnosing everyone in the company just 
to get a bigger office. 

— brown*nos*er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ That girl is a brown- 
noser. — brownnosing noun [noncount] • I can’t stand his 
brownnosing. 

brown*OUt / l braun,aut/ noun, pi -outs [count] chiefly US : a 
period when the amount of electricity in an area is reduced 
because there is not enough for everyone who needs it 

— compare blackout 2 
browrvstone / l braun,stoun/ noun, pi -stones 

1 [noncount] : a reddish-brown type of stone that is used for 
building 

2 [count] US : a house that is covered with a layer of brown- 
stone ■ She lives in a beautiful brownstone in Manhattan. 

brown sugar noun [noncount] : a type of sugar that is 
brown because it contains a dark syrup (called molasses) 
browse /’brauz/ verb brows-es; browsed; brows*ing 

1 : to look at many things in a store, in a newspaper, etc., to 
see if there is something interesting or worth buying [no obf] 
Several customers were browsing in the bookstore. — often 
+ through * He saw her browsing through the magazine sec¬ 
tion of the store. ■ He was browsing through the want ads in 
the newspaper, looking for a job. [+ obf] He was browsing 
the want ads in the newspaper. 

2 [+ obf] : to use a special program (called a browser) to find 
and look at information on the Internet ■ browse [=surf] the 
Web/Intemet 

3 [no obf] of an animal : to eat grass, plants, etc. : graze ■ 
cows browsing in the pasture 

brows*er /"brauza 1 / noun.pl -ers [count] 

1 : a person who looks at the things being sold in a store to 
see if there is something worth buying: a person who brows¬ 
es ■ There were a few browsers in the bookstore. 

2 : a computer program that is used to find and look at in¬ 
formation on the Internet ■ a Web browser 

1 bruise /’bru:z/ noun,pi bruis*es [count] 

1 : a dark and painful area on your skin that is caused by an 
injury ■ He had a bad bruise on his leg after he fell. 

2 : a dark area on a plant or piece of fruit that has been dam¬ 
aged * a bruise on an apple 

2 bruise verb bruises; bruised; bruising 

1 a [+ obf] : to cause a bruise on (part of a person’s body, a 
piece of fruit, etc.) ■ She bruised her knee when she fell. — 
often used as (be) bruised ■ His arms and legs were badly 
bruised in the accident, b [no obf] : to get a bruise ■ She 
bruises easily. [=she gets bruises from minor injuries that 
would not cause bruises in most people] 

2 [+ obf] : to hurt (someone’s confidence, feelings, etc.) 
through speech or actions ■ I don’t want to bruise anyone’s 
feelings. — usually used as (be) bruised ■ His ego was badly 
bruised when he lost the race. ■ There were bruised feelings 
after he was thrown out of the band. 

— bruising noun [noncount] I noticed some bruising on his 
back, [singular] His ego took a bruising when he lost. 

bruis*er /’bruizay noun, pi -ers [count] informal : a large, 
strong man ■ That boy is going to be a bruiser when he grows 
up! 

bruising adj [more most ~] : extremely rough or painful 
■ a bruising campaign battle ■ a bruising fight 
brulee see cr^me brOl^e 

brunch /’brAntf/ noun, pi brunch*es [count] : a meal that 
combines breakfast and lunch and that is usually eaten in 
late morning 

bru*nette also bru*net /bru’net/ noun, pi -nettes also 
-nets [count] : a person who has brown or black hair ■ a 
beautiful brunette ^ This word usually refers to a woman or 
a girl and is spelled brunette. When it refers to a man or a 
boy, it is usually spelled brunet. 

— brunette also brunet adj ■ brunette hair 
brunt /’brAnt/ noun 




brush • bubbly 


206 


the brunt of: the main force or effect of (something harm¬ 
ful or dangerous) ■ Cities on the coast felt/bore the brunt of 
the storm. ■ His troops took the brunt of the enemy attack. ■ 
The brunt of his criticism was directed at the supervisors. 

1 brush /'brAJV noun, pi brush-es [count] 

1 : a tool with many stiff hairs, fibers, etc., that is used for 
cleaning, smoothing, or painting something ■ Use a wire 
brush to get the rust off the metal. — see picture at dust¬ 
pan; see also hairbrush, paintbrush, toothbrush 

2 a : an act of cleaning or smoothing something with a 
brush ■ I gave my daughter’s hair a quick brush, b : a quick, 
light movement ■ She wiped the crumbs off the table with a 
brush of her hand. 

(as) daft as a brush see daft 

tar (someone) with the same brush see 2 tar 

- compare 3 brush, “brush 

2 brush verb brushes; brushed; brushing [+ obj ] 

la: to clean or smooth (something) with a brush ■ brush 
your teeth/hair b : to put (something) on or onto some¬ 
thing with a brush ■ Brush some butter onto the fish before 
cooking it. 

2 : to remove (something) with a brush or with a quick 
movement of your hand, fingers, etc. ■ Brush the dirt off 
your pants. ■ The camera showed him brushing [^wiping] 
away a tear. 

3 : to touch gently against (something) when going past it ■ 
Leaves brushed my cheek. ■ The two men brushed shoulders 
[=touched at the shoulders] as they walked past each other. 

4 : to move quickly past someone without stopping or pay¬ 
ing attention ■ The governor brushed by/past the reporters. 
brush aside [phrasal verb] brush (something) aside or brush 

aside (something) : to treat (something) as not important 
: to ignore or dismiss (something) ■ He brushed aside 
[-brushed off] questions about his son’s arrest. 
brush off [phrasal verb] 1 brush (something) off or brush 
off (something) : to treat (something) as not important : to 
refuse to deal with or talk about (something) in a serious 
way ■ The company brushed off [= brushed aside] reports 
that it couldn’t pay its bills. 2 brush (someone) off or 
brush off (someone) : to respond to (someone) in a rude 
way that shows you are not interested in what is being 
asked for or suggested ■ I asked him for some help, but he 
just brushed me off. — see also brush-off 
brush up [phrasal verb] brush up or brush up (something) 

: to improve your skill at (something) or increase your 
knowledge of (something) • My Spanish is very rusty. I 
need to brush up before I go on my vacation to Mexico. ■ I 
need to brush up my Spanish. — often + on • I need to 
brush up on my Spanish. 

3 brush noun, pi brushes [count] : a situation in which you 
briefly experience or almost experience something bad, dan¬ 
gerous, exciting, etc. — + with "Asa teenager he had several 
brushes with the law. [=was in trouble with police several 
times]" She had a brush with [=briefly saw or met] a famous 
actor at a restaurant in New York. ■ Her brush with fame/ 
greatness came when she sang the national anthem at the 
football game. • He had a brush with death [=he almost died] 
when climbing the mountain. — compare 'brush, “brush 

4 brush noun [noncount] 

1 : wood from small branches on a tree ■ a pile of brush 

2 : small bushes or trees ■ a hillside covered with dense brush 
• a lion hiding in the brush — see also UNDERBRUSH 
-compare ‘brush, 3 brush 

brush-off /'brAj.oif/ noun 

the brush-off informal : rude treatment or behavior by 
someone who is not interested at all in what another per¬ 
son wants or asks for • I wanted to ask him about his deci¬ 
sion but he gave me the brush-off. • I got the brush-off 
when I asked her for help. — see also brush off at 2 brush 
brush-stroke /'brAj,strouk/ noun, pi -strokes [count] 

: the paint left on a painting by a movement of the artist’s 
brush 

brusque /'brAsk/ adj [more most ~]: talking or behaving 
in a very direct, brief, and unfriendly way ■ She asked for a 
cup of coffee and received a brusque reply: ‘‘We don’t have 
any.” ■ The teacher was brusque and impatient. 

— brusque-ly adv — brusque-ness noun [noncount] 
brus«sels sprout or Brus-sels sprout /'brAsal-/ noun. 

pi ^ sprouts [count] : a small, green vegetable that looks 
like a very small cabbage — see color picture on page C4 
bru-tal /‘bru:t U adj [more most —] 

1 : extremely cruel or harsh ■ a brutal military dictatorship ■ 


a brutal attack/murder/assault • brutal winter weather ■ Sail¬ 
ors sometimes faced brutal punishments like whipping. ■ a 
brutal struggle for survival in the wilderness 

2 : very direct and accurate in a way that is harsh or un¬ 
pleasant " The writer describes the dangers of drugs with bru¬ 
tal honesty. ■ The movie is a brutal depiction of the war. 

3 informal : very bad or unpleasant ■ The traffic was brutal 
on the way to work. ■ I had a brutal headache this morning. 

— bru-tal-ly adv • He was brutally murdered. ■ He was bru¬ 
tally honest/frank in his criticism of my work. 

bru-tal-i-ty /bru^aelati/ noun, pi -ties : cruel, harsh, and 
usually violent treatment of another person [noncount] po¬ 
lice brutality • the brutality of slavery [count] the brutalities 
of a prison 

bru*taMze also Brit bru-tal-ise /‘bru.thaiz/ verb -iz-es; 
-ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to cause (someone) to lose ordinary human kindness or 
feelings • a young man brutalized by the experience of war 

2 : to treat (someone) in a very harsh and usually violent 
way ■ She claimed she had been sexually brutalized. 

— bru-tal-i-za-tion also Brit brutalisation /,bru:tb- 
'zeijan/ noun [noncount] 

1 brute /'bru:t/ noun, pi brutes [count] : a cruel, rough, or vi¬ 
olent man • Let go of me, you brute\ Brute originally 
meant the same as beast but is used now to refer to a person 
who is like a beast. 

2 brute adj, always used before a noun 

1 : very strong or forceful • They used brute force to open 
the door. • brute strength 

2 : very harsh ■ the brute fact of getting old • brute necessity 
brutish /'bruitij/ adj [more most ~]: cruel, violent, and 

stupid : resembling or suggesting a beast ■ She is married to a 
brutish, drunken slob. ■ brutish behavior 

— brut-ish-ness noun [noncount] 

BS abbr, US 

1 or B.S. bachelor of science ■ She received a B.S. in chemis¬ 
try from Smith College. ■ a B.S. degree 

2 informal + impolite bullshit ■ a load of BS 
BSc abbr. Brit bachelor of science 

bub /'bAb/ noun, pi bubs [count] US, informal + old- 
fashioned : buddy — usually used to address someone ■ 
Come on bub, let’s get going. 

1 bub-ble /'bAbal/ noun, pi bubbles [count] 

1 a : a tiny, round ball of air or gas inside a liquid • They saw 
air bubbles in the water. ■ champagne bubbles b : a small 
ball of air in a solid substance • There were bubbles in the ice. 
C : a very light ball of air inside a thin layer of soap • soap 
bubbles ■ The children were blowing bubbles. [=were making 
soap bubbles by blowing air through a thin layer of soap] 

2 : a period when many people invest money in something 
and cause its value to rise to a level that is much higher than 
its real value until finally its value drops very suddenly • a 
stock market bubble ■ The Internet stock bubble finally 
burst. 

burst someone’s bubble informal : to cause someone to 
suddenly realize that something is not really good, true, 
etc. • I’m sorry to burst your bubble, but the job is not really 
that exciting. 

2 bubble verb bub-bles; bub-bled; bub-bling [no obj] 

1 : to form or produce bubbles • Water bubbled [= boiled] in 
the pot. ■ Oil bubbled (up) through the ground. 

2 : to flow with the quiet sound of water moving over rocks • 
a bubbling brook 

3 : to be very happy and excited — usually + with • The chil¬ 
dren were bubbling with excitement. — often + over • He was 
bubbling over with enthusiasm for the project. 

4 of emotions, feelings, etc. : to exist in a constant way with¬ 
out being openly shown ■ He seemed calm, but I could feel 
the tension that was bubbling beneath the surface. 

bubble and squeak noun [noncount] Brit : a meal of po¬ 
tatoes, cabbage, and sometimes meat mixed together and 
fried 

bubble bath noun, pi ~ baths 

1 [count] : a bath in which bubbles are made by a special 
type of soap • She took a bubble bath. 

2 [noncount] : the soap that is used to make bubbles in a 
bath ■ She bought some bubble bath. 

bubble gum noun [noncount] : a type of gum that you 
chew and that can be blown into large bubbles 
bubble—gum adj, always used before a noun : intended to 
appeal to young teenagers ■ bubble-gum music 
1 bub-bly /'bAbli/ adj bub-bli-er: -est 
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1 : full of bubbles ■ a bubbly liquid 

2 : very happy, cheerful, and lively ■ She is pretty, bubbly, 
and smart. ■ bubbly music 

2 bubbly noun [ noncount] informal : champagne ■ a glass of 
bubbly 

bu-bon-ic plague /bju:'ba:mk-/ noun [noncount] : a very 
serious disease that is spread especially by rats and that 
killed many people in the Middle Ages — compare black 

DEATH 

buc-ca-neer /.bAka'niay noun , pi -neers [count] 

1 : 'pirate 1 

2 : a person who tries to become wealthy or powerful by do¬ 
ing things that are illegal or dishonest ■ corporate buccaneers 

1 buck /'bAk/ noun, pi bucks [count] 

1 informal a : dollar ■ I owe you a buck. ■ Those toys are 
five bucks apiece, b : money ■ That car costs big bucks. 
[=a lot of money] • 1 am just working hard, trying to make a 
buck. [=to make money] • a fast/quick buck [=money earned 
or gotten quickly] 

2 : a male animal (such as a male deer) — compare DOE ■ 
He’s an outdoorsman who enjoys buck hunting. 

3 informal : man ■ a veteran tennis star competing against 
an ambitious young buck 

bang for the/your buck see 2 bang 
look/feel like a million bucks see million 
pass the buck : to avoid a responsibility by giving it to 
someone else ■ Stop trying to pass the buck and take re¬ 
sponsibility for what you've done. ■ The federal govern¬ 
ment passed the buck to the state governments. 
the buck stops here Expressions like the buck stops here 
are used to say that you accept a responsibility and will not 
try to give it to someone else. "I’m willing to accept the 
blame for what happened. The buck stops with me. 
2 buck verb bucks,- bucked,- buck-ing 

1 [no obj] of a horse : to jump violently into the air with the 
back bent upward ■ a bucking horse/bronco — sometimes 
used figuratively ■ The plane bucked when we went through 
some dark clouds. 

2 [+ obj] : to oppose or resist (something or someone) ■ He is 
reluctant to buck [=go against, defy] the leaders of his own 
political party. ■ The local decline in crime bucked a nation¬ 
wide trend. [=crime declined locally but is increasing nation¬ 
ally] ■ He was always trying to buck the system. [=to oppose 
the rules of the system; to do things that were not allowed] 
buck for [phrasal verb] buck for (something) US, informal 

: to try very hard or work very hard to get (something) ■ 
He is bucking for a promotion at work. 
buck up [phrasal verb] informal 1 : to become happier or 
more confident ■ Buck up, buddy. You’ll feel better soon. 
2 buck (someone) up or buck up (someone) : to cause 
(someone) to be happier or more confident : to cheer up 
(someone) • The shows were meant to buck up the soldiers. 
■ trying to buck up [= improve] the morale of the troops 
1 buck-et /'bAkat/ noun, pi -ets 

1 [count] a : an open container with a 
handle that is used especially to hold and 
carry water and other liquids ■ a bucket 
and mop b : the amount contained in a 
bucket ■ a bucket [= bucketful] of water ■ 

We used two buckets of paint to paint the 
living room. 

2 [count] : a large container that is part of 
a machine (such as a tractor) and that is 
used for digging or carrying dirt, rocks, 
and other material 

3 buckets [plural] informal ; a large 
amount especially of a liquid ■ The players 
were sweating buckets. [=were sweating 
very much] ■ crying buckets of tears ■ It’s raining buckets. = 
The rain is coming down in buckets. [=it’s raining very hard] 

4 [count] basketball : a successful shot : basket ■ She 
scored/sank five buckets in the last five minutes of the game, 
a drop in the bucket see 1 drop 

kick the bucket see 'kick 

- buck-et-ful /'bAk3t,fol/ noun, pi buck-et-fuls 

/'bAk3t,folz/ also buck-ets-ful /'bAk3ts,fol/ [count] ■ a 
bucketful [=bucket\ of nails ■ She has bucketfuls [=buckets] 
of money. 

2 bucket verb -ets; -et-ed; -et-ing 

bucket down [phrasal verb] Brit, informal : to rain very 
heavily ■ The rain is really bucketing down. = It’s bucketing 
down. [=it’s pouring] 


bucket seat noun, pi ~ seats [count] : a low, separate seat 
for one person in a car or other vehicle 
bucket Shop noun, pi ~ shops [count] Brit, informal : a 
company that sells cheap airplane tickets 
1 buck*le /'bAkal/ noun, pi buck-les 
l count]: a metal or plastic device that is at¬ 
tached to one end of a belt or strap and 
that is used to connect it to the other end ■ 
a belt buckle — see picture at shoe 
2 buckle verb buckles; buck-led; buck¬ 
ling 

1 [+ obj | a : to fasten (something, such as 
a belt) with a buckle • Buckle your seat 
belt, b : to attach (something) with a 
buckle ■ She buckled the horses into their 
harness. 

2 a [no obj ] : to bend or collapse from 
pressure, heat, etc. ■ The pavement buckled 
in the heat. ■ I suddenly felt dizzy and my knees/legs buckled. 
[=my knees bent and I began to fall down] — often used fig¬ 
uratively ■ He finally buckled under the pressure/strain of his 
job. b [+ obj] : to cause (something) to bend or collapse ■ 
Heat buckled the pavement. 

buckle down [phrasal verb] informal: to start to work hard ■ 
You had better buckle down if you want to get good grades. 
buckle up [phrasal verb] US : to fasten your seat belt in a car 
or other vehicle ■ You should always buckle up [=(. Brit ) belt 
up] before you start driving. 

buck naked adj, informal : completely naked : not wearing 
any clothes ■ He was standing in front of the window, buck 
naked. 

buck private noun, pi ~ -vates [count] US, informal : a 
private in the U.S. Army or Marines — used to stress that a 
private has the lowest rank in the military ■ He enlisted as a 
buck private and rose through the ranks to become a general, 
buck-shot /'bAk,Ja:t/ noun [noncount] : small lead balls 
that are fired by a shotgun — called also shot 
buck-skin /'bAk,skin/ noun [noncount] : a soft type of 
leather that is made especially from the skin of a deer or sim¬ 
ilar animal — often used before another noun ■ a buckskin 
jacket 

buck teeth noun [plural] : upper teeth that stick out in the 
front of the mouth • She wore braces to fix her buck teeth. 

- buck-toothed /'bAk,tu:0t/ adj 

buck-wheat /'bAk,wi:t/«oM« [noncount]: a plant with dark 
seeds that are used to make grain and flour; also : grain or 
flour made from the seeds of the buckwheat plant 
bu-COl-ic /bju'kaihk/ adj, literary + formal: of or relating to 
the country or country life : pastoral ■ a charming bucolic 
farmhouse ■ the bucolic English countryside 
1 bud /'bAd/ noun, pi buds [count] 

1 : a small part that grows on a plant and develops into a 
flower, leaf, or new branch ■ The bush has plenty of buds but 
no flowers yet. ■ flower buds If a plant is in bud it is begin¬ 
ning to grow buds. ■ The trees are in bud [-budding] now. 

— see color picture on page C6 

2 US, informal : 'buddy ■ Hey, bud [=pal], how’s it going? 
nip (something) in the bud see 'nip 

- see also cotton bud, taste bud 

2 bud verb buds; bud-ded; bud-ding [no obj] : to produce 
buds ■ The trees budded early this spring. 

Bud-dhism /'bu:,diz3m, 'bu,diz3m/ noun [noncount] : a re¬ 
ligion of eastern and central Asia that is based on the teach¬ 
ings of Gautama Buddha 

— Bud-dhist /'burdist, 'budist/ noun, pi -dhists [count] • 
She and her husband are Buddhists. — Buddhist adj ■ 
Buddhist monks ■ a Buddhist temple 

bud-ding /'bAdnj/ adj 

1 : beginning to develop ■ the couples’ budding romance ■ 
her budding career as a lawyer 

2 always used before a noun : beginning to become success¬ 
ful ■ a budding singer/actor/writer 

1 bud-dy /'bAdi/ noun, pi -dies 

1 [count] informal : a close friend — used especially to de¬ 
scribe men or boys who are friends • We’ve been buddies 
[-pals, ( chiefly Brit) mates] since junior high school. ■ He’s 
one of my old army buddies. ■ a buddy from college = a col¬ 
lege buddy 

2 [singular] US, informal + sometimes impolite — used to ad¬ 
dress a man who you do not know ■ Hey, buddy , do you 
know where Maple Street is? 

3 [count] : a person who does some activity with you ■ His 
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fishing buddy just bought a new boat. ■ her drinking buddies 
[=the people who often drink alcohol with her] 
the buddy system US : an arrangement in which two peo¬ 
ple help or protect each other ■ If your children walk to 
school, have them use the buddy system. [=have them walk 
with other children] 

2 buddy verb buddies; bud-died; bud-dy-ing 

buddy up [phrasal verb] US, informal : to become friendly 
especially in order to get help or some advantage — often 
+ with • New students are encouraged to buddy up with old¬ 
er students. — often + to ■ businessmen buddying up to 
[=cozying up to] politicians to get their support 
3 buddy adj, always used before a noun, informal : telling a sto¬ 
ry about a friendship between two usually male characters • 
a buddy movie/comedy 

bud-dy—bud-dy /.bAdi'bAdi/ adj [more most ~] US, in¬ 
formal : very friendly or too friendly ■ She’s been buddy- 
buddy [: =chummy ] with the band for several years. ■ He’s a lit¬ 
tle too buddy-buddy with his professors, 
budge /'bAcfe/ verb budg-es; budged; budg-ing 

1 : to move slightly — usually used in negative statements 
[no obj] Their horses refused to budge. • The door was stuck, 
and we couldn't even get it to budge. [+ obj] Could you try 
opening this jar for me? I can’t budge the lid. 

2 : to change your opinion or decision — usually used in 
negative statements [no obj] They wouldn’t budge on the is¬ 
sue. = They refused to budge. • He wouldn’t budge at all. = 
He wouldn’t budge an inch. [+ obj] We tried to change her 
mind, but we couldn't budge her. 

bud-ger-i-gar /■bAcfearitgaa 1 / noun, pi -gars [count] : a 
small, usually light green and yellow bird that is often kept 
as a pet — called also budgie 
1 bud-qet /'bAffeat/ noun, pi bud-gets 

1 a : an amount of money available for spending that is 
based on a plan for how it will be spent [count] What’s the 
average weekly/monthly/annual budget for a family of five? 

■ The film has a million-dollar budget. • He’s been trying to 
live on a budget of less than $1,500 a month. ■ a movie with a 
big budget = a big-budget movie [=a movie that costs a lot of 
money to make] ■ a movie with a low/small budget - a low- 
budget mo\ie [=a movie that does not cost a lot of money to 
make] [noncount] The project was completed on schedule 
and under budget. [=it was completed for less money than 
had been planned] * We’re still within budget. [=we still are 
not spending more money than we planned to spend] ■ The 
director always goes over budget on his films. [=the director 
always spends more money than is planned] — often used 
before another noun ■ The governor will discuss the state’s 
budget deficit/surplus. ■ a budget crisis ■ budget cuts b 
[count] : a plan used to decide the amount of money that can 
be spent and how it will be spent • We’ll have to work out a 
budget so we can buy a new car. ■ The government may have 
to raise taxes to balance the budget. [=to have enough mon¬ 
ey to provide the amount that is being spent] > If you are on 
a budget, you have planned how you will spend your money 
usually because you do not have a lot to spend and need to 
save money. ■ The store has great bargains for people on a 
budget. [=people who do not have much money to spend] ■ 
She started her business on a small/tlght/shoestrlng budget 
[=she did not have much money when she started her busi¬ 
ness] and could not afford to overspend. 

2 [count] : an official statement from a government about 
how much it plans to spend during a particular period of 
time and how it will pay for the expenses 

— bud-get-ary /'bAcfca^eri, Brit 'bAcfeatri/ adj, formal • bud¬ 
getary plans/matters/issues/constraints/cuts 

2 budget verb -gets; -get-ed; -get-ing 

1 [+ obj ] : to plan to spend (an amount of money) for a par¬ 
ticular purpose ■ They budgeted millions of dollars to make 
the film. ■ The project is budgeted at more than $100,000. ■ 
He budgets $50 for entertainment each month. 

2 [no obj] : to make and follow a plan for spending your 
money ■ If we budget carefully, we will be able to go on the 
trip. ■ We’re budgeting [=saving our money] for a new car. 

3 [+ obj] : to plan how to use (something, such as your time) 

■ I need to learn how to budget my time more wisely. 

— budgeting noun [noncount] ■ Careful budgeting is essen¬ 
tial to running a business. 

3 budget adj, always used before a noun : low in price : suit¬ 
able for someone who is on a budget ■ budget hotels 
bud-gie /'bAcfei/ noun, pi -gies [count] informal : budgeri¬ 
gar 


1 buff fb\f/ noun, pi buffs [count] : a person who is very inter¬ 
ested in something and who knows a lot about it ■ She’s a 
tennis buff. [=fan, enthusiast] ■ history/movie/music buffs 

- compare 2 buff 

2 buff noun [noncount] : a light somewhat yellow or orange col¬ 
or — see color picture on page C2 

in the buff informal : not wearing any clothes : naked ■ 
They sunbathe in the buff. [=in the nude] 
to the buff informal : to a naked condition ■ They stripped 
down to the buff. [=they took all their clothes off] 

- compare ‘BUFF 

3 buff or buffed adj [more most ~] US, informal 

: having a strong, muscular body or form ■ a bodybuild¬ 
er ■ He’s at the gym every day trying to get buff- ■ the buff 
body of an athlete 

4 buff verb buffs; buffed; buff-ing [+ obj] : to make (a sur¬ 
face) smooth and shiny by rubbing it ■ The floors are waxed 
and buffed every year. ■ I buffed [=shined] my shoes. ■ She is 
going to the salon to get her nails buffed, 
buff up [phrasal verb] buff up or buff (someone or some¬ 
thing) up or buff up (someone or something) informal : to 
become stronger and more muscular or to make (someone 
or something) stronger and more muscular by exercising 
and weight lifting ■ She is buffing up for her role as a female 
boxer. ■ He buffed himself up by going to the gym every 
day. — often used as buffed-up ■ buffed-up bodies ■ a 
buffed-up actor/athlete 

buf-fa-lo / l bAfa,lou/ noun, pi buffalo or buf-fa-loes 

[count] 

1 US : bison 

2 : WATER BUFFALO 

buffalo wing noun, pi wings [count] US : a chicken 
wing that is fried and covered with a spicy sauce and that is 
usually served with blue cheese dressing -v- Buffalo wings are 
named after the city of Buffalo, New York. 

1 buff-er /'bAfa-/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 ; something that gives protection by separating things : a 
protective barrier ■ Thick walls serve as a buffer from/against 
the sounds of the city. — often used figuratively ■ She had to 
act as a buffer between the two brothers, who wouldn’t stop 
arguing. ■ It’s important to save money as a buffer against 
times of illness or the loss of your job. — see also buffer 
STATE, BUFFER ZONE 

2 computers : a place in the memory of a computer where 
information is stored for a short time 

3 chiefly Brit : either one of two devices with metal springs 
that are connected to the front and back of railroad cars in 
order to reduce shock when the train hits things 

hit the buffers or run into the buffers Brit, informal : to 
stop or fail • His acting career hit the buffers. ■ The project 
ran into the buffers. 

- compare 3 buffer 

2 buffer verb -ers; -ered; -er-ing [+ obj] 

1 ; to protect (something) from something ■ The trees help 
buffer the house from the hot summer sun. 

2 : to lessen the harmful effects of (something) ■ The wall 
buffers the noise of the traffic. 

3 computers : to put (something, such as data) in a buffer 
3 buffer noun, pi -ers [count] Brit, informal : an old man ■ He’s 

a harmless old buffer. — compare ‘buffer 
buffer State noun, pi ~ states [count] : a country that is 
located between two larger countries that often fight with 
each other 

buffer zone noun, pi ~ zones [count]: an area that keeps 
two things separated ■ There must be a 500-foot buffer zone 
between the river and the new buildings. 

1 buf-fet /ba'fei, Brit 'bu.fei/ noun, pi -fets [count] 

1 : a meal for which different foods are placed on a table so 
that people can serve themselves ■ The restaurant offers a 
breakfast buffet. • Inhere will be a cold buffet [=a meal of dif¬ 
ferent cold foods set on a table] at the party. — often used 
before another noun ■ He went back to the buffet table for a 
second helping. • a buffet meal/lunch/dinner 

2 chiefly Brit : a place in a train, a bus station, etc., where 
people can buy food and drinks — see also buffet car 

3 chiefly US : a piece of furniture that is used in a dining 
room for holding dishes, silverware, etc.: sideboard 

2 buffet verb -fets; -feted; -fet-ing [+ obj] : to hit (something) 
with great force many times ■ The waves buffeted [-battered] 
the shore. ■ The strong winds buffeted the ship. — often used 
as (be) buffeted ■ The island was buffeted by a tropical storm 
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last month. — often used figuratively ■ The city’s schools are 
being buffeted by budget cuts, 
buffet car noun, pi ~ cars [count] Brit: dining car 
bllf*fOOn /ba'fuin/ noun, pi -foons [count] : a stupid or 
foolish person who tries to be funny ■ Stop acting like a buf¬ 
foon. ■ a ridiculous buffoon 

— buf•foon*ery /ba'fumari/ noun [noncount] ■ silly buffoon¬ 
ery [=foolish behavior that is meant to be funny] 

1 bug /'bAg / noun, pi bugs 

1 [count] chiefly US, informal : a usually small insect ■ 
There’s a bug in my soup! • Close the door. You’re letting the 
bugs in. — often used before another noun ■ Her legs were 
covered in bug bites. [=itchy or painful wounds from insects] 
■ Use plenty of bug spray/repellent to keep the mosquitoes 
from biting you. 

2 [count] : a usually mild illness (such as a cold) that can be 
passed from one person to another - He caught some kind of 
bug from the other kids at school. ■ There’s been a nasty flu 
bug going around. ■ I picked up an intestinal/stomach bug. 

3 [count] : a problem that prevents a computer program or 
system from working properly ■ We found/detected a bug 
[=glitch] in the program. ■ The software was full of bugs. ■ 
They’ve been trying to work/get the bugs out of the system. 
[=trying to fix the system’s problems] 

4 [count] : a small hidden microphone that is used to secretly 
listen to and record people : listening device ■ The gov¬ 
ernment planted/put a bug in her telephone/apartment. 

5 the bug informal : a sudden, strong interest in a particular 
activity ■ He was first bitten by the acting bug [=he first be¬ 
came interested in acting] when he was 18. ■ the travel bug 

2 bug verb bugs; bugged; bug*glng 

1 [+ obj] informal : to bother or annoy (someone) ■ Quit bug¬ 
ging me! • John, stop bugging your sister. ■ It really bugs me 
to see how he treats her. 

2 [+ obj] : to put a hidden microphone in (a room, telephone, 
etc.) in order to secretly hear what people are saying ■ Is this 
phone bugged ? ■ The cops bugged his apartment. ■ a bugging 
device 

3 [no obj] of the eyes : to stick out more than is normal espe¬ 
cially because of surprise or fear — usually + out ■ Their eyes 
were bugging out as if they saw a ghost. — see also bug¬ 
eyed 

bug off [phrasal verb] US, informal : to go away — used in 
speech as a rude or angry way to tell someone to leave you 
alone and to stop bothering you ■ She angrily told him to 
bug off. 

bug out [phrasal verb] US, informal : to leave quickly ■ Wait 
here till we get back. Don't bug out (on us). — see also 
2 BUG 3 (above) 

bug*a*bOO /'bAg3,bu:/ noun, pi -boos [count] US, often dis¬ 
approving : something that makes people very worried or 
upset ■ politicians complaining about that old bugaboo , high 
oil prices 

bug*bear /'bAgjbea*/ noun, pi -bears [count] : something 
that causes problems or annoys people ■ The biggest bugbear 
of the skiing business is a winter with no snow, 
bug-eyed /'bAg^d/ adf : having eyes that stick far out of 
the head ■ The audience was bug-eyed with amazement. 

1 bug-ger /'b\gsj noun, pi -gers [count] informal 

1 : an annoying or difficult but usually small thing ■ I put 
down my keys, and now I can’t find the buggers. • {Brit) The 
exam was a bugger. [=the exam was difficult] 

2 chiefly Brit a offensive : a person (especially a man) who is 
strongly disliked ■ I can’t stand that stupid bugger, b : an 
annoying or playful person or animal ^ In this sense, bugger 
is an impolite word that is often used in a loving or friendly 
way. ■ Well, you’re a cute little bugger [=rascal, critter, guy], 
aren’t you! ■ You cheeky bugger ! 

2 bugger verb -gers; -gered; -ger-ing [+ obj]Brit 

1 offensive : to have anal sex with (someone) 

2 informal + impolite — used as an inteijection to express 
strong anger, surprise, etc. ■ Bugger [=damn] this machine! ■ 
Bugger it/me! ■ Well, I’ll be buggered. [=damned] I can’t be¬ 
lieve you did it! 

bugger about or bugger around [phrasal verb] Brit, infor¬ 
mal + impolite 1 : to spend time in a useless or aimless 
way • We just buggered about [=messed around] all after¬ 
noon. 2 bugger (someone) about/around : to cause prob¬ 
lems or trouble for (someone) ■ I don’t like being buggered 
about by faceless bureaucrats with all their forms. 
bugger off [phrasal verb] Brit, informal + impolite : to go 
away ■ She angrily told him to bugger off. 


bugger up [phrasal verb] bugger up (something) or bugger 
(something) up Brit, informal + impolite : to make mistakes 
in doing or making (something) ■ The waiter buggered up 
[=messed up] our order. 

bugger all noun [noncount] Brit, informal + impolite : noth¬ 
ing at all • They were wearing bugger alll 
bug-gery /'bAgari/ noun [noncount] Brit, law or slang : anal 
sex : sodomy 

1 bug-gy /*bAgi/ noun.pl -gles [count] : a light carriage that is 
usually pulled by one horse ■ He rode into town on his horse 
and buggy. — see also baby buggy, beach buggy, dune 
BUGGY 

2 buggy adi bug-gi-er;-est 

1 US : having many insects ■ It’s too buggy out here—let's go 
inside. ■ a buggy swamp 

2 chiefly US, of a computer program, system, etc. : having 
many problems or errors that prevent proper operation 
: having many bugs ■ buggy software ■ a buggy system 

bu*gle /'bju:gal/ noun, pi bu-gles [count]: a musical instru¬ 
ment like a trumpet that is used especially for giving military 
signals ■ blow a bugle 

— bu-gler /'bjuigla 1 / noun, pi -glers [count] • He was a bu¬ 
gler in the army. 

1 build /‘bild/ verb builds; built /'bilt/; build-ing 

1 : to make (something) by putting together parts or materi¬ 
als [+ obj] The house is built (out) of brick/logs. ■ The bridge 
was built in the 1890s. ■ The planes were built in Germany. ■ 
The organization helps build houses for poor families. ■ 
building more powerful machines/computers/weapons ■ A 
family of birds has built a nest on our roof. • She started 
building a fire in the fireplace. ■ He built a model airplane 
from a kit. ■ He built a dollhouse for the children. = He built 
the children a dollhouse, [no obj] You will need permission 
to build on your property. 

2 [+ obj] : to develop or form (something) gradually ■ I’ve 
started building a collection of rare books. [=I’ve started col¬ 
lecting rare books] ■ They built the organization from 
scratch. = They built the organization from the ground/bot¬ 
tom up. ■ They are building a legal case against the tobacco 
industry. ■ scientists building theories about how the uni¬ 
verse began ■ At college, you’ll build friendships that will last 
a lifetime. ■ She built a successful career in advertising. • He 
has built a reputation as a talented artist. ■ building a more 
peaceful world [=making the world more peaceful] — often 
+ up • Building up a successful business can take many years. 
■ She has built up a large collection of awards. ■ We’ve been 
building up a savings account. — see also BUILD UP (below) 

3 [+ obj] : to increase the amount of (something) ■ Lifting 
weights helps build muscle and increase strength. ■ These 
programs are designed to help build confidence in young 
women. ■ The advertisements are aimed at building support 
for political candidates. ■ They thought the army would build 
character in their son. [=would make their son become a bet¬ 
ter person] — often + up • She runs a little farther every day 
to build up (her) endurance. ■ building up momentum/stami¬ 
na/energy ■ He’s been trying to build up the courage/confi¬ 
dence to talk to her. ■ These exercises will help you build up 
your strength. — see also BUILD UP (below) 

4 [no obj] : to grow or increase to a high point, level, num¬ 
ber, etc. ■ The excitement was beginning to build before the 
game. ■ A crowd was building around the accident. • The sto¬ 
ry slowly builds to a climax. [=the story slowly reaches a cli¬ 
max] ■ Chemicals in the lake are building to dangerous levels. 

— often + up • As the water temperature rises, the pressure 
inside the pot begins to build up. ■ Their passion/anger/fear/ 
hatred has been building up for years. — see also BUILD UP 
(below) 

build around [phrasal verb] build (something) around 
(something) : to develop or organize (something) by using 
(something, such as an idea) as its main or central part ■ 
We built our program around the idea that people need 
love and support. ■ Their lives are built around their chil¬ 
dren. [=their children are the most important things in 
their lives] ■ The textbook builds lessons around grammar 
topics. 

build In/into [phrasal verb] build In (something) or build 
(something) In or build (something) In/into (something) : to 
make (something) a part of (something else) ■ Carmakers 
are beginning to build in these new safety features as stan¬ 
dard equipment. = Carmakers are building these new safe¬ 
ty features into new cars as standard equipment. ■ We’ve 
built bookshelves into the wall. ■ These ideas are built into 
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the program/system/design. ■ There are special provisions 
for bonuses built into the contract. — see also built-in 
build on/upon \phrasal verb] 1 build on/upon (something) 
: to use (something that has been done in the past) as a ba¬ 
sis for further work, development, etc. ■ Each president 
builds on/upon the success of each past president. ■ These 
classes will help students build on what they already know. 
■ building upon past experiences/successes 2 build (some¬ 
thing) on/upon (something) : to develop or create (some¬ 
thing) by using (something else) as its basis ■ He built 
[=based] his theory on recent studies. ■ She has built her 
reputation as a talented artist on the strength of her earlier 
paintings. ■ Their theory is built upon her research. 
build onto \phrasal verb] build onto (something) or build 
(something) onto (something) : to add (a new room) to a 
structure that already exists ■ They built a new garage onto 
their house. ■ They built onto their house. 
build up \phrasal verb\ 1 : to increase gradually in amount 
as time passes : accumulate ■ They pick up the garbage 
that builds up [= collects ] along the highway. ■ Dust has be¬ 
gun building up on his piano. ■ These dangerous chemicals 
are building up in our lakes and ponds. 2 build (some¬ 
thing or someone) up or build up (something or someone) 
: to say many good things about (something or someone) ■ 
Political candidates are trying to build themselves up 
[=promote themselves] with public speeches and TV com¬ 
mercials. ■ The movie was built up so much [=we heard so 
many good things about the movie] that we were disap¬ 
pointed when we actually saw it. — see also 1 build 2, 3, 4 
(above), buildup 

2 build noun, pi builds : the shape and size of a person’s body 
[count] people with thin/slender/slight builds ■ He has a 
strong, muscular build. [ =physique ] [noncount] He is strong 
and muscular in build. ■ a man of average build 
build-er /*bilda*/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person or company that builds or repairs things (such 
as houses, ships, bridges, etc.) ■ The architect discussed her 
plans with the builder and the contractor. • We will have to 
get the builders to repair the wall. — see also shipbuilder 

2 : something that helps to develop or increase something ■ 
The army is said to be a character builder. ■ The experience 
was a real confidence builder. 

builcMnq /'bildirj/ noun, pi -ings 

1 [count]: a structure (such as a house, hospital, school, etc.) 
with a roof and walls that is used as a place for people to live, 
work, do activities, store things, etc. ■ My office is in that 
small brick building. • office/apartment buildings [=buildings 
with offices/apartments inside] 

2 [noncount] : the act or process of making structures by 
putting together materials ■ We bought the land for building. 

— often + of* He planned the building [= construction ] of the 
town’s roads and bridges. • The building of the bridge took 10 
years. — often used before another noun ■ building materi¬ 
als/supplies ■ a building contractor [^someone whose busi¬ 
ness is building structures] ■ the building site 

building block noun, pi ~ blocks [count] : an important 
part that is grouped together with many other similar things 
to form something larger — usually plural; usually + of ■ 
Families are the building blocks of our society. ■ Cells are the 
building blocks of the body. 

building society noun, pi -ties [count] : a British busi¬ 
ness that is like a bank, that holds and invests the money 
saved by its members, and that provides loans and mortgages 

— compare savings and loan association 
build-up /'bild,Ap/ noun, pi -ups 

1 : an increase in something that occurs as time passes 
[count] the country’s military buildup [=an increase in the 
size of its military] ■ There is a big traffic buildup on the high¬ 
way. — often + of* He had a buildup of fluid in the lungs. ■ a 
buildup of tension/pressure/stress [noncount] You should 
clean the mechanism regularly to prevent buildup of dirt. 

2 : things that are said to cause people to feel excited about 
something (such as a future event) or someone (such as a 
performer) [noncount] After all the buildup [-hype, publici¬ 
ty], I expected the movie to be better than it actually was. 
[count] Both players were given big buildups before the 
game. 

3 [noncount] : a series of things that lead to an important 
event or occurrence — + to ■ There have been many news 
stories during the buildup to the peace talks. • The story/ 
movie/song has a great buildup to a terrific ending. 

1 built past tense and past participle of 1 build 


2 built /'blit/ adj 

1 not used before a noun — used to say that someone or 
something has the right qualities for or to do something • He 
was built for fighting. • This horse is built for speed. ■ These 
chairs were built for comfort. ■ These tools are built to last. 
[=these tools will last a long time] 

2 ; made, formed, or shaped in a specified way ■ a powerfully 
built wrestler ■ a newly built house — often used in combina¬ 
tion ■ a brick -built house [=a house built of bricks] ■ a 
Japanese-^Mi/r car [=a car made in Japan] — see also 
CUSTOM-BUILT, JERRY-BUILT 

built-in /'bilt'm/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : included as a part of something ■ His new watch has a 
built-in calculator. * a camera with a built-in flash ■ the car’s 
built-in safety features • a built-in bookshelf [=a bookshelf 
that is built as part of a wall] 

2 : forming a natural part of someone or something ■ All hu¬ 
mans have a built-in ability to learn their native language. • 
Living in warmer climates has many built-in [=(more formal¬ 
ly) intrinsic, inherent] advantages. — see also build in/into at 
'build 

built-up /'bilt'Ap/ adj [more most ~] : having many 
buildings in a small area • Many people left the more heavily 
built-up areas of the city and moved to the suburbs, 
bulb /'bAlb/ noun, pi bulbs [count] 

1 *. LIGHT bulb ■ a 100-watt bulb ■ fluorescent bulbs — see 
also DIM BULB 

2 : a rounded part of some plants that is under the ground 
and that grows into a new plant during the growing season ■ 
tulip bulbs — see color picture on page C6 

3 : a part that has a rounded shape ■ the bulb of the ther¬ 
mometer/eyedropper 

bul-bOUS /'bAlbas/ adj [more most ~] : big and round of¬ 
ten in an unattractive way ■ a big, bulbous nose 
Bul-gar-i-an /ibAl'gerijan/ noun, pi -ans 

1 [count] : a person born or living in Bulgaria 

2 [noncount] : the chief language of the people of Bulgaria 

— Bulgarian adj ■ She speaks with a Bulgarian accent. 

1 bulge /‘bAlcfo/ noun, pi bulg>es [count] 

1 : a rounded lump on the surface of something ■ “What’s in 
there?” he asked, pointing to the large bulge in my purse. ■ 
I’m exercising to get rid of this bulge around my middle. 

2 : a sudden increase • a population bulge 
2 bulge verb bulges; bulged; bulging [no obj] 

1 : to stick out in a rounded lump ■ His face turned white 
and his eyes bulged. ■ middle-aged people bulging at the 
waist/middle — often + out • Her eyes bulged out (of her 
head). 

2 : to be completely filled with something - Their bags bulged 
with books and papers. - The squirrel’s cheeks were bulging 
with nuts. ■ a notebook bulging with ideas 

— bulging adj ■ bulging biceps/muscles ■ big bulging eyes 
bU-lifTI-ia/bu'liimija,#/*// bju'limia/noM/i [noncount]: a seri¬ 
ous physical and emotional illness in which people and espe¬ 
cially young women eat large amounts of food and then 
cause themselves to vomit in order to not gain weight — 
called also bulimia nervosa ; compare anorexia 

— bu-lim-ic /bu'lkmik, Brit bju'hmik/ adj • She became bu¬ 
limic in high school. — bulimic noun, pi -ics [count] ■ 
She’s been a bulimic since high school. 

1 bulk /'bAlk/ noun 

1 the bulk : most of something : the largest part of some¬ 
thing ■ We spent the bulk of the summer at the beach. ■ Farm¬ 
ing makes up the bulk of the country’s economy. ■ The great 
bulk of these people are extremely poor. 

2 [noncount] : the large size of someone or something ■ De¬ 
spite his bulk, he’s a very fast runner. • The sheer weight and 
bulk of the car makes it safe to drive. [=the car is safe be¬ 
cause it is heavy and large] 

in bulk : in large containers or in large amounts ■ The res¬ 
taurant buys rice and flour in bulk. [=it buys large bags of 
rice and flour] 

2 bulk adj, always used before a noun : of or relating to things 
that are sent or sold in large amounts ■ bulk foods ■ They sent 
bulk shipments of food to the country. ■ bulk prices/rates • 
bulk mailings/e-mail 
3 bulk verb bulks; bulked; bulking 

bulk large : to have great importance or influence ■ This is a 
problem that bulks large [=looms large] in the minds of 
many people. 

bulk out [phrasal verb] bulk out (something) or bulk (some¬ 
thing) out : to make (something) bigger or thicker by add- 



211 


bulkhead • bull session 


ing more material ■ He bulked out the report with lots of 
graphs and charts. 

bulk up {phrasal verb] 1 : to gain weight often by becoming 
more muscular ■ He’s bulked up to 200 pounds. ■ She’s been 
trying to bulk up at the gym. 2 a bulk (someone) up : to 
cause (someone) to gain weight • They tried to bulk him up 
with pizza and hamburgers, b bulk up (something) or 
bulk (something) up : to make (something) bigger or thick¬ 
er by adding more material ■ He bulked up the report with 
lots of graphs and charts. 

bulk-head /'bAlk,hed/ noun, pi -heads [count]: a wall that 
separates the different parts of a ship or aircraft 
bulky /'bAlki / adj bulk-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : large and difficult to carry or store ■ a bulky wool sweater 
■ a big, bulky package 

2 of a person : large and fat or muscular ■ a big, bulky foot¬ 
ball player 

— bulk-i-ness noun [noncount] 

1 bull /'bul/ noun, pi bulls [count] 

1 a : an adult male animal of the ox and cow family b : an 
adult male of some other large animals (such as elephants or 
whales) — often used before another noun ■ a bull elephant ■ 
a bull moose — compare calf, cow,* see also pit bull 

2 finance : a person who tries to make money by buying 
stocks and selling them after their price has gone up : a per¬ 
son who expects the price of stocks to go up ■ The bears out¬ 
numbered the bulls on Wall Street today. — compare 
’ bear; see also bull market 

a bull In a china shop : a person who breaks things or who 
often makes mistakes or causes damage in situations that 
require careful thinking or behavior ■ As a politician, he 
was a bull in a china shop and often had to apologize for 
his rough speech, 
a red rag to a bull see ‘red 

take the bull by the horns : to deal with a difficult situa¬ 
tion in a very direct or confident way ■ She decided to take 
the bull by the horns and try to solve the problem without 
any further delay. 

— compare 2 bull, 3 bull 

2 bull noun [noncount] informal : foolish or untrue words or 
ideas ■ That’s a lot/load/bunch of bull ! [-nonsense, ( offensive ) 
bullshit] — see also cock-and-bull story; compare 
'bull, 3 bull 

3 bull noun, pi bulls [count] : an official command or state¬ 
ment written by the pope ■ A papal bull was issued in 1582. 

— compare ‘bull, 2 bull m 

bulbdog /'bul,da:g/ noun, pi -dogs [count] : a short, strong, 

muscular dog with short hair, short legs, and a wide square 
head 

bull-doze /'bul.douz/ verb -doz-es; -dozed; -doz-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 a : to use a bulldozer to move, destroy, or knock down 
(something) ■ The crew is bulldozing the trees/forest/field. ■ 
Their houses were bulldozed (flat) to make room for a new 
school, b : to create (something, such as a road) by using a 
bulldozer ■ They bulldozed a road through the hills. 

2 a : to force (something that others might not want to hap¬ 
pen) to be done or accepted in an aggressive or harsh way ■ 
The governor bulldozed the law through the legislature, b 
: to force (someone) to do something ■ She bulldozed [=bul¬ 
lied, | her partners into accepting the agreement even though 
they didn’t like it. 

bulldoze your way : to move forward while forcing other 
people to move out of your way ■ They rudely bulldozed 
their way through the crowd. — often used figuratively ■ 
He bulldozed his way to the top and became the company’s 
president. 

bull-dOZ-er /'bul,douz noun, pi -ers [count] : a powerful 
and heavy vehicle that has a large curved piece of metal at its 
front and that is used for moving dirt and rocks and pushing 
over trees and other structures — see picture at construc¬ 
tion 

bul-let /'bulat/ noun, pi -lets [count] 

1 : a small piece of metal or another material that is shot out 
of a gun ■ He was hit by a stray bullet. [=the bullet missed its 
target and hit him instead] ■ He was killed by an assassin's 
bullet. ■ He took a bullet to the head. [=he was shot in the 
head] — often used before another noun ■ There are bullet 
holes in the walls. ■ a bullet wound — see also magic bul¬ 
let, RUBBER BULLET, SILVER BULLET 

2 : a large dot in a document, book, etc., that brings atten¬ 
tion to separate pieces of information in a list ■ Bullets were 


used to separate each item. — see also bullet point 
3 US, sports : a hit or thrown ball or puck that is moving 
very fast ■ The quarterback threw a bullet to the receiver. 
bite the bullet see 'bite 
dodge a/the bullet see ‘dodge 
sweat bullets see 'sweat 

— bul-let-ed /'bulatad/ adj ■ a bulleted list 
bul-le-tin /'bulatan/ noun, pi -tins [count] 

1 : a quick announcement from an official source about an 
important piece of news ■ The television/radio program was 
interrupted for a news bulletin. • We’ve just received a (news) 
bulletin: the election has been decided. 1 

2 : a short piece of writing that an organization publishes to 
give news about itself : newsletter »a church bulletin 

bulletin board noun, pi ~ boards [count] 

1 US : a board on the wall of a classroom, office, etc., where 
things (such as written notices or pictures) are put so that 
they can be seen by many people • Our teacher put our pic¬ 
tures up on the bulletin board. — called also (Brit) notice- 
board’, see picture at office 

2 : MESSAGE BOARD 

bullet point noun, pi ~ points [count] : an item in a list 
that has a large dot (called a bullet) in front of it to show that 
it is important 

bul-let-proof /'bulat.pruif/ adi : made to stop bullets from 
going through ■ The car has bulletproof windows. ■ The police 
officer was wearing a bulletproof vest, 
bull-fight /'bul.fait/ noun, pi -fights [count] : an event that 
is popular especially in Spain in which a person fights with 
and usually kills a bull for public entertainment 

— bull’fight-er /'buhfaita 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] — bull- 
fight-ing /'bul,faiUr)/ noun [noncount] 

bull-finch /'bul,fmtf/ noun, pi -finches [count] : a small 
European bird 

bull-frog /'bul,fra:g/ noun, pi -frogs [count] : a large frog 
that makes a loud, deep 
sound 

bull-head-ed /'bul'hedad/ 

adj [more most —] chiefly 
US, disapproving : not willing 
to change an opinion, plan, 
etc.: very stubborn in a fool¬ 
ish or annoying way ■ a bull¬ 
headed boss who won’t take 
advice from anyone 
bul I-horn /'buhhoa'n/ noun, 
pi -horns [count] US : an 
electrical device that is used 
for making your voice much louder so that you can be heard 
over a large distance — called also (Brit) loudhailer; compare 

MEGAPHONE 

bul-lion /'buljan/ noun [noncount] : bars of gold or silver ■ 
gold bullion 

\ Do not confuse bullion with bouillon. \ 

bull-ish /'bulijy adj [more most ~] 

1 : hopeful or confident that something or someone will be 
successful : optimistic about the future of something or 
someone ■ Members of her party are bullish about her re- 
election. ■ They are bullish about the future of the product. 

— often + on ■ A lot of investors are bullish on the company’s 
future. 

2 : expecting the price of stocks to go up ■ bullish investors 
: characterized by rising stock prices • a bullish market 

— compare bearish 

bull market noun, pi ~ -kets [count] technical : a market 
(such as a stock market) in which prices are going up 

— compare bear market 

bull-OCk /'bulak/ noun, pi -ocks [count]: a young bull that 
has had part of its sex organs removed so that it cannot 
breed 

bull-pen /'bul,pen/ noun, pi ~~ pens [count] 

1 : a place on a baseball field where pitchers practice throw¬ 
ing the ball before they start pitching in a game ■ A relief 
pitcher is warming up in the bullpen. 

2 : the pitchers on a baseball team who can replace another 
pitcher during a game ■ The team has a strong bullpen. 

bull-ring /'bul,nr)/ noun, pi -rings [count] : a large circular 
area in which bullfights take place 

bull session noun, pi - sions [count] US, informal : an 

informal conversation in which a group of people talk about 
something ■ The governor had a bull session with his staff. 
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bull'S—eye /‘bulz,ai/ noun, pi -eyes [count] 

1 : the small circle at the center of a target toward which 
people throw darts or shoot arrows or bullets — usually sin¬ 
gular ■ Try to hit the bull’s-eye. = Aim for/at the bull’s-eye. — 
often used figuratively ■ Her comments about our problems 
hit the bull's-eye. [=her comments were exactly correct] 

2 : a shot that hits the center of a target — usually singular ■ 
You got/threw/shot/scored a bulVs-eye\ 

1 bllll-Shit /'buljit/ noun [noncount] informal + offensive 
: foolish or untrue words or ideas ■ That’s (a load of) com¬ 
plete/pure/total/utter bullshit ! [-nonsense, bull] — often 
used before another noun ■ He told some bullshit story about 
how he sailed around the world. 

2 bullshit verb -shits; -shit; -shit-ting informal + offensive 
: to say foolish or untrue things to (someone) : to lie to 
(someone) [+ obj] Don’t bullshit me. Tell me the truth! ■ He 
tried to bullshit his way through the interview. [=to fool the 
people who were interviewing him by saying things that were 
not true] [no obj] Stop bullshitting and tell me the truth. 

— bull'Shit'ter noun, pi -ters [count] ■ Don’t believe him. 
He’s just a bullshitter. 

bull terrier noun, pi ~~ -ers [count] : a type of dog that is 
very strong and has short hair — compare pit bull 
1 bul-ly /‘buli/ noun, pi buMies [count] : someone who fright¬ 
ens, hurts, or threatens smaller or weaker people ■ Bullies 
would often pick on him or beat him up after school. • My 
sister was the school/class/neighborhood bully. 

2 bully verb bullies; bul-lied; bul-ly-lng [+ obj] 

1 : to frighten, hurt, or threaten (a smaller or weaker per¬ 
son) : to act like a bully toward (someone) ■ A group of girls 
were bullying [=picking on] her at the playground. • He bul¬ 
lied his younger brothers. 

2 : to cause (someone) to do something by making threats or 
insults or by using force — usually + into ■ His boss bullied 
him into working overtime. ■ The kids were often bullied 
[= forced] into giving up their lunch money. 

— bullying noun [noncount] ■ Bullying is not tolerated at 
school. ■ verbal/political bullying 

3 bully adj, informal — used in phrases like bully for you to ex¬ 
press approval or praise especially when the approval or 
praise is not sincere ■ She won? Well, bully for her. 
bul-ly-boy /‘buli,boi/ noun, pi -boys [count] chiefly Brit 
: an aggressive or violent man • political bullyboys who 
threaten their opponents — often used before another noun 
■ uses bullyboy [=strong-arm] tactics to get what he wants 
bully pulpit noun, pi ~ -pits [count] CIS : an important 
public position that allows a person to express beliefs and 
opinions to many people * She uses her position as a famous 
actress as a bully pulpit. 

bul-rush /'bul,rAjy noun, pi -rush-es [count] Brit: cattail 
bul-wark /'bul,w»k/ noun, pi -warks [count] 

1 formal : something that provides protection for or against 
something ■ democratic principles that stand as a bulwark 
against tyranny • a bulwark of freedom [=something that pro¬ 
tects freedom] 

2 : a wall that is built for protection : rampart 

3 : a wall that is part of a ship’s sides and that is above the 
ship’s upper deck — usually plural ■ the ship’s high bulwarks 

1 bum /*b\m/ noun, pi bums [count] 

1 chiefly US, informal + disapproving : a person who has no 
place to live and no job and who asks people for money ■ 
Bums [= vagrants ] often sleep on the park’s benches. • a de¬ 
serted building where bums [-derelicts ] sometimes sleep 

2 informal : a person who is lazy or who does something 
badly ■ Get to work, you lazy bum\ ■ “He didn’t even bother 
to write." “What a bum \” 

3 : a person who spends a lot of time relaxing and doing 
something fun rather than working • a beach bum [=a person 
who spends a lot of time at the beach] ■ a ski bum 

- compare 3 bum 

2 bum verb bums; bummed; bum-ming [+ obj] informal 
; to get (something) for free by asking ; to ask for and get 
(something) ■ Can I bum [=hitch] a ride with you? ■ She’s al¬ 
ways bumming cigarettes off people. 

bum around or Brit bum about [phrasal verb] informal 1 
bum around/about or bum around/about (a place) : to 
spend time relaxing in (a place) instead of working ■ I spent 
the whole day just bumming around the house. 2 bum 
around/about (a place) : to spend time living and traveling 
in (a place) without a job or much money ■ After gradua¬ 
tion, she bummed around Mexico for a while. 

- compare 3 bum 


3 bum verb bums; bummed; bum-ming US, informal 

1 [+ obj] : to cause (someone) to feel sad or disappointed — 
usually + out ■ The news really bummed me out. = I was real¬ 
ly bummed (put) by the news. 

2 always used in progressive tenses [no obj]: to feel sad or dis¬ 
appointed about something ■ She’s bumming because she 
can’t go to the concert. 

- compare 2 bum 

— bummed adj [more —; most —] ■ He’s pretty bummed 
about not getting the scholarship. 

4 bum adj, always used before a noun, informal 

1 : of bad quality • We lost money thanks to your bum 
[=bad] advice. ■ bum luck ■ I got a bum deal on this car. [=this 
car is worth much less than what 1 paid for it] — see also 
bum rap at 1 rap 

2 : not legally acceptable : not valid • He’s known for writ¬ 
ing/passing bum checks. [=checks that promise money he 
does not have; checks that bounce] 

3 US : injured or damaged ■ He has a bum knee/ankle/leg. 
[=his knee/ankle/leg does not function properly, is painful, 
etc.] 

5 bum noun, pi bums [count] chiefly Brit, informal : the part of 
the body that you sit on : BUTroCKS ■ He slipped and fell on 
his bum. [= behind', backside, bottom] ■ Get off your bum 
[=butt] and get to work! 

get/put bums on seats Brit, informal : to attract people to 
see a movie, play, game, etc. ■ She has the looks and voice 
that really get/put bums on seats. 

- compare 'bum 

bum-ble /'bAmbsl/ verb bum-bles; bum-bled; bum¬ 
bling 

1 : to act, move, or speak in an awkward or confusing way 
[no otj] I bumbled around in search of my glasses. ■ He 
bumbled through the speech. [+ obj] He bumbled his way 
through the speech. 

2 US : to do, make, or handle (something) badly [+ obj] I 
had one chance and I bumbled [=bungled\ it. [no obj] Some¬ 
one bumbled [= blundered] and told the story to the press. 

— bum-bler /'bAmbla-/ noun, pi -biers [count] ■ an incom¬ 
petent bumbler — bumbling adj ■ a bumbling attempt at a 
robbery • a bumbling robber/man 

bum-ble-bee /'bAmbahbi:/ noun.pl -bees [count ]: a large, 
hairy bee — see color picture on page CIO 
bumf also bumph /'bAmf/ noun [noncount] Brit, informal 
: material that is not important or interesting ■ a lot of public 
relations bumf about the company’s new products 
bum-mer /'bAm»/ noun [singular] informal: something that 
is unpleasant or disappointing ■ That was a real bummer of a 
movie. ■ You can’t go? What a bummerl 
1 bump /'bAmp/ verb bumps; bumped; bump-ing 

1 l+ obj] a : to hit (something, such as part of your body) 
against an object in a sudden and forceful way ■ I have a 
bruise from where I bumped my head. — often + against or 
on • He bumped his head against the shelf. ■ I fell and bumped 
my elbow on the floor, b ; to hit and move (someone or 
something) • Be careful not to bump the vase. ■ You nearly 
bumped me off/over the edge! ■ The jolt bumped him right 
out of his seat. ■ He accidentally bumped [= knocked] my 
drink out of my hand when he passed by. 

2 [no obj] : to move into or against (someone or something) 
in a sudden and forceful way ■ They bumped into us from be¬ 
hind. ■ The boat bumped against the pier. — often + up ■ The 
boat bumped up against the pier. — sometimes used figura¬ 
tively • They’re bumping (up) against the limits of technolo¬ 
gy. — see also bump into (below), bump up (below) 

3 [+ obj] a : to move (someone or something) to a different 
level, position, rank, etc. • The TV show will be bumped to a 
new time. ■ Increasing fuel costs are bumping the company’s 
prices higher, b ; to remove (someone or something) from 
a group or position • The loss bumped us out of first place. — 
often used as (be) bumped ■ The flight was overbooked, and I 
was the first to be bumped. [=my seat on the flight was the 
first seat to be given to someone else] 

4 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj\ : to 
move in an up and down motion over a rough surface ■ The 
truck bumped along the dirt road. 

bump Into [phrasal verb] bump Into (someone) informal : to 
meet (someone) by chance : to see and usually talk to 
(someone you did not expect to see) ■ I bumped into [=ran 
into] a friend at the store. — see also 'bump 2 (above) 
bump off [phrasal verb] bump (someone) off or bump off 
(someone) informal: to murder (someone) • He knew too 
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much, so they bumped him off. 
bump up {phrasal verb] bump up (something or someone) or 
bump (something or someone) up informal : to move 
(something or someone) to a higher level, position, rank, 
etc. ■ Prices are being bumped up. [= raised] ■ They’re bump¬ 
ing her up [=promoting her! to district manager. — see 
also 'bump 2 (above) 

2 bump noun, pi bumps [count] 

1 : an area of skin that is raised because it was hit, injured, 
etc. • He wound up with a few minor bumps and bruises 
from the fight. ■ Feel this bump [=lump\ on the back of my 
head. — see also goose bumps 

2 : a small raised area on a surface ■ The car hit a bump (in 
the road). — often used figuratively in U.S. English ■ His ca¬ 
reer hit a bump in the road. = His career hit a road bump. 
[=something happened that slowed the progress of his ca¬ 
reer] ■ When you're doing something for the first time, 
you’re bound to hit a few bumps along the way. — see also 

SPEED BUMP 

3 : an act of something hitting against something else • Did 
you feel/hear a bump ? ■ The airplane landed with a bump. 
[=the airplane went up again and then down when it hit the 
ground] 

4 : the act of pushing the hips forward in a sexual way ■ a 
dancer doing the bump and grind — compare grind 

1 bum-per /'bAmp noun, pi -ers [count] : a bar across the 
front or back of a car, truck, etc., that reduces the damage if 
the vehicle hits something ■ the car’s front/rear bumper 

— see picture at car 

2 bumper adj, always used before a noun 

1 : unusually large - We had a bumper crop of tomatoes this 
year. 

2 : very good or successful ■ It’s a bumper [=(more common¬ 
ly) banner] year for tomatoes. ■ a bumper harvest/season 

bumper car noun, pi ~ cars [count] chiefly US : a small 
electric car that you drive around in a small area at an 
amusement park and use to try to hit other cars 
bumper sticker noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a Strip of paper 
or plastic that has a printed message and that is made to be 
stuck on the bumper of a car, truck, etc. 
bumper—to—bumper adj : made up of long lines of cars 
that are very close to each other ■ bumper-to-bumper traffic ■ 
The cars on the highway were bumper-to-bumper. [=the cars 
were very close to each other] 
bumph variant spelling of bumf 

bump*kin /'bAmpkan/ noun, pi -kins [count] informal : a 
person who lives in the country far away from cities and who 
is regarded as stupid ■ country bumpkins 
bump*ti0US /'bAmpJas/ adj [more most ~] disapproving 
: proud or confident in a loud and rude way that annoys oth¬ 
er people ■ a bumptious young man ■ bumptious behavior 
bumpy /'bAmpi /adj bumpier; -est [ormore most ~] 

1 of a surface : having or covered with bumps ■ The road is 
very bumpy. ■ the bumpy skin of a cucumber — opposite 
SMOOTH 

2 : having sudden up and down movements ■ The flight was 
very bumpy. • The road was rough so we had a bumpy ride. ■ 
a bumpy journey — opposite smooth 

3 : having a lot of problems ■ a bumpy relationship ■ The 
project got off to a bumpy [=rocky] start, but it’s back on 
schedule now. ■ Production of the movie has been a bumpy 
ride. l=there have been a lot of problems during the produc¬ 
tion of the movie] — opposite smooth 

— bump'i-ness noun [noncount] 

bum—rush /'bAm'rAjy verb -rush-es; -rushed; -rush-ing 
[+ obj] chiefly US : to attack or move toward (someone or 
something) in a forceful and violent way ■ They bum-rushed 
him from behind. ■ Angry spectators bum-rushed the stage, 
bum’s rush noun 

the bum’s rush chiefly US, informal : the act of forcing 
someone to leave a position or place • The mayor is likely 
to get the bum’s rush in next year’s election. ■ They gave 
him the bum’s rush. 
bun /'bAn/ noun, pi buns 

1 [count] : a small, round or long bread for one person to eat 
■ tuna salad served on a bun [=roll] ■ a hamburger/hotdog 
bun 

2 [count] : a small, usually round sweet cake ■ cinnamon 
buns — see also sticky bun 

3 [count] : a way of arranging long hair by twisting it into a 
round shape at the sides or back of the head ■ She wears her 
hair in a bun. 


4 buns [plural] US, informal : the two soft parts of the body 
that you sit on : BUTrocKS ■ This exercise will firm up your 
buns. 

have a bun in the oven informal : to be pregnant ■ Rumor 
has it, she has a bun in the oven. 

1 bunch /'bAntf / noun, pi bunch-es 

1 [count] : a group of things of the same kind that are held or 
tied together or that grow together ■ a bunch of flowers/ 
grapes ■ He always had a bunch of keys on his belt. ■ Dried 
herbs hung in bunches from the kitchen rafters. 

2 [count] somewhat informal : a group of people or things 
that are together or are associated with each other in some 
way — usually singular ■ a nice bunch of people ■ A bunch of 
us are going out for lunch. ■ They’re a pretty wild bunch (of 
people). ■ All his books are good, but this one is the best/pick 
of the bunch. 

3 chiefly US, somewhat informal : a large amount: lot [sin¬ 
gular] Thanks a bunch. — usually + of ■ We spent a bunch of 
money on our vacation. ■ having a (whole) bunch of prob¬ 
lems ■ What a bunch of nonsense! [plural] They make bunch¬ 
es [=lots] of money. 

4 bunches [plural] Brit : a way of arranging hair by separat¬ 
ing it into two sections and tying these at each side of the 
head ■ She wore her hair in bunches. [=(t/S) ponytails] 

2 bunch verb bunches; bunched; bunch-ing 

1 a [+ obf] : to put (things or people) together in a group or 
bunch — usually + together or up ■ They bunched [=grouped] 
the rest together under the category of "Miscellaneous.” • She 
had bunched [= gathered] her curly hair up into a messy pony¬ 
tail. — often used as (be) bunched ■ The flowers are bunched 
together in one comer of the yard. ■ The words were all 
bunched together at the bottom of the page, b [no obf] : to 
form a group — usually + together ■ The baby birds bunch 
[=(more commonly) huddle] together for warmth. 

2 of clothing : to form a group of tight folds on or around 
part of your body [no obf] The child’s tights bunched at the 
ankles. — usually + up or together ■ The sweater’s long 
sleeves kept bunching up around her wrists. [+ obf] — usual¬ 
ly + up or together, usually used as (be) bunched • The tights 
were bunched together at the ankles. ■ The sweater’s long 
sleeves kept getting all bunched up around her wrists. 

buncombe variant spelling of bunkum 
1 bun»dle /'bAndal/ noun, pi burvdles [count] 

1 a : a group of things that are fastened, tied, or wrapped to¬ 
gether ■ He arrived with several bundles [= packages, parcels] 
under his arms. — often + of • a bundle of straw/newspapers/ 
clothes b : a group of things that are together or are associ¬ 
ated with each other in some way ■ Whoever picks the win¬ 
ning ticket will win a bundle of prizes. 

2 informal : a person who has a lot of some quality or who is 
known for a particular kind of behavior — + of m You’re just 
a bundle of contradictions! [=you say or do things that seem 
to go against other things you say or do] ■ She’s a bundle of 
energy. [=she’s very energetic] ■ I was a bundle of nerves. [-1 
was very nervous] The phrase (little) bundle of joy is used 
as a humorous or affectionate way of referring to a baby. ■ 
He’s our little bundle of joy. 

3 informal : a large amount of money ■ He made/lost a bun¬ 
dle on the stock market. ■ A reliable car doesn’t have to cost 
a bundle. ■ They made bundles of money. 

4 : a group of products or services that are sold together at a 
single price ■ software bundles 

go a bundle on Brit, informal : to like or be interested 
(something) very much. — usually used in negative state¬ 
ments ■ I don’t usually go a bundle on science fiction, but 
this book is really good. 

2 bundle verb burvdles; burvdied; burvdling 

1 [+ obf] : to fasten, tie, or wrap a group of things together 
: to make (a group of things) into a bundle ■ Someone had 
bundled the wet towels into a big pile. — usually + up or to¬ 
gether • I bundled the papers together. ■ Bundle up the news¬ 
papers. 

2 : to move or push (someone) into a place quickly [+ obj \ 
She bundled the children into the car. [no obj] We all bun¬ 
dled into the car. 

3 [+ obj] : to include (a product or service) with another 
product or service so that they are sold together ■ They’ve in¬ 
creased sales by bundling their most popular programs. ■ a 
computer that comes with bundled software — often + with ■ 
The software is bundled with the computer. 

bundle off [phrasal verb] bundle (someone) off or bundle off 
(someone) : to send (someone) to a place quickly or sud- 
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denly » He bundled the children off to school. ■ She was 
bundled off to summer camp. 

bundle up \phrasal verb\ bundle up or bundle (someone) up 
or bundle up (someone) : to dress (yourself or someone 
else) warmly ■ Be sure to bundle up. It’s cold out there. ■ 
She bundled up the children. ■ He was (all) bundled up in a 
hat and scarf. 

1 bung / l b\t)/ noun, pi bungs [count] 

1 : a piece of wood, rubber, etc., that is used to close or cov¬ 
er a hole in a barrel 

2 Brit, informal : bribe ■ thousands of pounds in illegal 
bungs 

2 bung verb bungs; bunged; bung-ing [+ obj\ Brit, informal 
: to put (something) in or into a place in a quick and careless 
way ■ Just bung [=to&?] it in the oven for 20 minutes. ■ Bung 
[=throw] all the ingredients into the bowl, stir a bit, and it’s 
done. 

bung up [phrasal verb] bung up (something) or bung (some¬ 
thing) up Brit, informal: to block (something) so that liq¬ 
uid, air, etc., cannot move through it ■ Leaves had bunged 
up [-plugged up, stopped up] the drain. ■ My nose is (all) 
bunged up. [=,stuffed up] 

bun*ga-low /'bAijgaJou/ noun, pi -lows [count] 

1 : a house that is all on one level 

2 US : a house that has one main level and a second smaller 
level above 

bun*gee cord /'bAncfei-/ noun, pi ~ cords [count]: a very 
strong rope that can be stretched and that has hooks on ei¬ 
ther end — called also bungee 

bungee jump verb ~ jumps; ~ jumped; ~ jumping [no 

obj]: to jump from a very high place while you are attached 
to a strong, long rope that stretches and that keeps you from 
hitting the ground ■ A few people were bungee jumping off 
the bridge while a crowd of people looked on. 

— bungee jump noun, pi ~ jumps [count] • She did her 
first bungee jump last summer. — bungee jumper noun, 
pi ~~ -ers [count] — bungee jumping noun [noncount] ■ 
He likes daring sports like bungee jumping and skydiving. 

bun-gle /'bAijgal/ verb bun-gles; bundled; bun-gling 
: to make mistakes in doing (something) : to not do (some¬ 
thing) well or successfully [+ obj] The police bungled 
[-botched] the investigation and the crime was never solved. 
[no obj] The government bungled badly in planning the cam¬ 
paign. 

— bungle noun, pi bun-gles [count] ■ They blamed him for 
the bungle. — bungled adj ■ a bungled robbery — bun¬ 
gler noun, pi -glers [count] ■ hapless bunglers 

— bungling adj • a bungling attempt at humor 

— bungling noun [ noncount] • The investigation was ru¬ 
ined by their bungling. 

bun«ion /'bAnjan/ noun, pi -ions [count] : a painful swelling 
on the side of the big toe 
1 bunk /'bArjk/ noun, pi bunks [count] 

1 : either one of two single beds that are placed one above 
the other : either one of the beds in a bunk bed ■ He sleeps in 
the top/bottom bunk. 

2 : a narrow bed attached to a wall on a ship, train, etc. 

— compare ’bunk, 4 bunk 

2 bunk verb bunks; bunked; bunk-ing [no obj] chiefly US 
: to stay overnight at a place ■ We’ll bunk here for the night. ■ 
She was able to bunk with friends. — compare 3 bunk 
3 bunk noun [noncount] informal : foolish or untrue words or 
ideas : nonsense ■ His story is pure bunk, [-bunkum] ■ All 
that talk about ghosts is (just) a lot of bunk. — compare 
'bunk, 4 bunk 
4 bunk noun 

do a bunk Brit, informal : to leave a place suddenly and 
without telling anyone ■ They did a bunk to avoid paying 
the rent. 

-compare ’bunk, ’bunk 

5 bunk verb bunks; bunked; bunking 

bunk off [phrasal verb] bunk off or bunk off (something) Brit, 
informal : to not go to (school, work, etc.) ■ We used to 
bunk off school as kids. : to leave early from school, work, 
etc. ■ He bunked off early last Friday. 

— compare 2 bunk 

bunk bed noun, pi ~ beds [count] : a type of bed for two 
people that has two single beds placed so that one is above 
the other — see picture at bed 
1 bun-ker /'bArjka 1 / noun, pi -kers [count] 

1 : a strong building that is mostly below ground and that is 
used to keep soldiers, weapons, etc., safe from attacks ■ The 


ammunition is stored in concrete bunkers. — see also bun¬ 
ker MENTALITY 

2 golf : an area on a golf course that is filled with sand 
: sand trap • a fairway bunker 

3 : a container for holding coal, oil, etc., on a ship or outside 
a house ■ a coal bunker 

2 bunker verb -kers; -kered; -ker-ing (+ obf\ 

1 golf: to hit (a golf ball) into a bunker ■ She bunkered her 
tee shot. * He was bunkered [=his ball was in a bunker] on 
the second hole. 

2 : to place or store (coal, oil, etc.) in a bunker ■ They bun¬ 
kered just enough coal to get them to the port. 

bunker mentality noun [singular] disapproving : a very de¬ 
fensive way of thinking by the members of a group who be¬ 
lieve that they are being wrongly attacked or criticized by 
others ■ Faced with the threat of scandal, the company 
adopted a bunker mentality and refused to talk with report¬ 
ers. 

bunk-house /'bArjk,haos/ noun, pi -hous-es [count] ; a 
building in which workers sleep 
bun-kum also bun-combe /'bAijkam/ noun [noncount] 
old-fashioned + informal : foolish or untrue words or ideas 
: nonsense, bunk ■ What a load of bunkum ! 
bun*ny l'b\n\l noun, pi -nies [count] informal : a rabbit; es¬ 
pecially : a young rabbit — used especially by children or 
when talking to children • Look at the cute little bunnyl — 
called also bunny rabbit ; see also dust bunny 
bunny slope noun, pi ~ slopes [count] US : a hill or part 
of hill that is not very steep and that is used by people who 
are learning how to ski — called also bunny hill, (Brit) nurs¬ 
ery slope 

Bun-sen burner /'bAnsan-/ noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a 
piece of equipment that produces a hot flame and that is 
used in scientific experiments 

bunt /'bAnt/ verb bunts; bunt-ed; bunt-ing baseball : to 
hit a baseball lightly with the bat so that the ball rolls only 
for a short distance [no obj] The batter bunted for a single. 
[+ obj] He bunted the ball toward third base. 

— bunt noun, pi bunts [count] ■ He dropped/laid (down) a 
bunt. — bunt-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ an expert bunter 

1 bun-ting /'bAntirj/ noun [noncount] : flags or decorations 
that are made of thin cloth or paper ■ The city decorated its 
streets and buildings with bunting. — compare 2 bunting 
2 bun-ting noun, pi -tings [count] : any one of several small 
and often colorful birds — compare 1 bunting 
1 bUOy /'bu:wi, 'box/ noun, pi buoys 
[count] : an object that floats on water 
in a lake, bay, river, etc., to show areas 
that are safe or dangerous for boats 

— see also life buoy 
2 buoy verb buoys: buoyed; buoy¬ 
ing [+ obj] 

1 : to cause (someone) to feel happy 
or confident — usually used as (be) 
buoyed • Buoyed by the success of her 
first novel, she began work on a sec¬ 
ond. — often + up ■ He felt buoyed up 
by the support and encouragement of 
his friends and family. 

2 : to lift or improve (something) ■ The 
tax breaks should help to buoy the economy. — usually used 
as (be) buoyed • His spirits were buoyed [-uplifted, raised] by 
the good news. — often + up m The falling leaf was buoyed up 
by a current of air. 

buoy-an-cy /'bojansi/ noun [noncount] 

1 a : the ability of an object to float in water or air ■ the nat¬ 
ural buoyancy of cork b : the power of a liquid to make 
someone or something float • The swimmer is supported by 
the water’s buoyancy. 

2 : the ability of someone or something to continue to be 
happy, strong, etc., through difficult times ■ We hope that 
the economy will maintain its buoyancy. 

buoy-ant /'bojant/ adj [more most —] 

1 a : able to float ■ Cork is very buoyant. ■ a buoyant materi¬ 
al b : able to cause things to float ■ Warm air is more buoy¬ 
ant than cool air. 

2 : happy and confident ■ The actors were buoyant as they 
prepared for the evening’s performance. ■ in a buoyant mood 

3 : able to stay at a regular or high level ■ a buoyant econo¬ 
my/market 

— buoy-ant-ly adv ■ buoyantly cheerful/confident 
bur variant spelling of burr 1 
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bur-ble /'babal/ verb bur-bles; bur-bled; bur-bling [no 

obj\ 

1 : to make the quiet sound of water moving over rocks ■ We 
heard a fountain burbling [-gurgling, bubbling ] nearby. 

2 a : to talk foolishly or too much ■ He burbled [=(more 
commonly) babbled, chattered, prattled] on for hours about 
his trip, b of a baby : to make quiet and happy sounds ■ The 
baby burbled happily in her crib. 

blirbS /'ba-bz I noun 

the burbs US, informal : the area around a city in which 
many people live : the suburbs ■ They bought a house in 
the burbs. 

1 bur-den /'ba-dn/ noun, pi -dens [count] 

1 : something heavy that is carried : load • They feared the 
donkey would collapse under the extra burden. — see also 

BEAST OF BURDEN 

2 : someone or something that is very difficult to accept, do, 
or deal with ■ a (heavy) burden of sorrow/guilt ■ She had to 
bear/shoulder the burden of caring for her aging parents. ■ 
The fax burden has been falling increasingly on the middle 
class, [^middle class people have been paying a greater por¬ 
tion of taxes] ■ The burden of proof is on the plaintiff, since 
the defendant is presumed innocent until proven guilty. 
[=the plaintiff must prove that the defendant is guilty] ■ the 
company’s large debt burden [=the large amount of money 
that the company owes] — often + on m His illness has placed 
a huge financial burden on the family. ■ I’m sorry to be such 
a burden on you. 

burden has been lifted from your shoulders/back see 

'LIFT 

2 burden verb -dens; -dened; -den-ing [+ obj] : to make 
(someone) hold or carry something heavy or accept or deal 
with something difficult : to put a heavy burden on (some¬ 
one) ■ I don’t wish to burden you with my problems. — usu¬ 
ally used as (be) burdened • Burdened with supplies and 
equipment, she headed to the camp. ■ For the rest of his life 
he was burdened with the knowledge that he had done noth¬ 
ing to help them. ■ burdened [=weighed down] by guilt 
bur-den-SOme /'badnsam/ adj [more most ~] : causing 
difficulty or worry • a burdensome task/load ■ The responsi¬ 
bility has become burdensome. 

bu-reau /'bjarou/ noun, pi -reaus also Brit -reaux 
/'bjuaouz/ [count] 

1 a : a government department or part of a government de¬ 
partment in the U.S. • the Federal Bureau of Investigation ■ 
the Census Bureau b : an office of a newspaper, magazine, 
etc., that is not the main office but is in an important city ■ 
the newspaper's Washington/Moscow bureau C : an office 
or organization that provides services or information to the 
public ■ a credit/travel bureau ■ the local visitors’ bureau 

2 a US : a piece of furniture with several drawers in which 
clothes are kept : chest of drawers ■ The book is on top 
of my bureau, b Brit : writing desk 

bu-reau-cra-cy /bjo'rarkrasi/ noun, pi -cies 

1 [count] : a large group of people who are involved in run¬ 
ning a government but who are not elected ■ state/city bu¬ 
reaucracies 

2 [noncount] often disapproving : a system of government or 
business that has many complicated rules and ways of doing 
things ■ management by bureaucracy • She was fed up with 
all the red tape and bureaucracy. ■ Both candidates pledge to 
simplify the state’s bloated bureaucracy. 

bu-reau-crat /'bjars^rset/ noun, pi -crats [count] often 
disapproving : a person who is one of the people who run a 
government or big company and who does everything ac¬ 
cording to the rules of that government or company : a per¬ 
son who is part of a bureaucracy ■ government bureaucrats 
bu-reau-crat-ic Abjara'krsetik/ adj [more most ~] : us¬ 
ing or connected with many complicated rules and ways of 
doing things : of, relating to, or like a bureaucracy or bu¬ 
reaucrat ■ a bureaucratic institution/organization ■ bureau¬ 
cratic hassles/power/procedures 

- bu-reau-crat-i-cal-ly Abjara'kraetikli/ adv 
bur-geon /'ba<fc3n/ verb -geons; -geoned; -geon-ing 

[no obj] formal : to grow or develop quickly ■ The market for 
collectibles has burgeoned in recent years. 

— burgeoning adj ■ a burgeoning industry/field/population 
bur-ger /'baga/ noun, pi -gers [count] 

1 : hamburger ■ a grilled burger ■ I’ll have a burger with 
fries, please. 

2 : a food that is like a hamburger but that is not made from 
beef ■ a turkey/tofu burger — see also veggie burger 


bur-gher /'baga/ noun, pi -ghers [count] old-fashioned : a 
person who lives in a particular town or borough ■ the burgh¬ 
ers of Vienna 

bur-glar /'baga/ noun, pi -glars [count] : a person who ille¬ 
gally enters a building in order to steal things : a person who 
commits burglary — see also cat burglar 
burglar alarm noun, pi ~ alarms [count] : a device that 
makes a loud noise (such as a ringing sound) if someone tries 
to enter a building by using force 
bur-glar-ize /'bagl3,raiz/ verb -iz-es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] 
US : to illegally enter (a building) and steal things • They 
were caught burglarizing [=burgling] a jewelry store. ■ Their 
house was burglarized. = They were burglarized. 
bur-glary /'baglari/ noun, pi -glar-ies : the act of illegally 
entering a building in order to steal things [count] There 
have been a number of burglaries in the neighborhood in re¬ 
cent months, [noncount] He has been charged with attempt¬ 
ed burglary. 

bur-gle /'bagal/ verb bur-gles; bur-gled; bur-gling [+ 

obj] : BURGLARIZE 

bur-gun-dy /'bagandi/ noun, pi -dies 

1 . Burgundy : a red or white wine made in Burgundy, 
France [count] a red/white Burgundy [noncount] a bottle of 
Burgundy 

2 [count, noncount] : a reddish-purple color — see color pic¬ 
ture on page C3 

— burgundy adj ■ burgundy velvet ■ a deep burgundy color 
buri-al /'berijal/ noun, pi -als 

1 : the act or ceremony of burying a dead person in a grave 
[noncount] They prepared the body for burial, [count] She 
wanted to give him a proper burial. • Did you attend the buri¬ 
al? — often used before another noun ■ a burial chamber/ 
site ■ ancient burial rites/customs • an ancient burial ground 
[=an area of land where dead people were buried in ancient 
times] 

2 [noncount] : the act of burying something in the ground ■ 
The law prohibits the burial of toxic substances without spe¬ 
cial permits. 

bur-ka or bur-qa /'buaka/ noun , pi -kas or -qas [count] : a 
long piece of clothing that covers the face and body and that 
is worn by some Muslim women in public places 
blir-lap /'ba,laep/ noun [noncount] US : a strong, rough fab¬ 
ric that is used mostly for making bags ■ The bag is made of 
burlap. — often used before another noun ■ a burlap bag — 
called also (Brit) hessian 
bur-lesque /ba'lesk/ noun, pi -lesques 

1 : a play, story, novel, etc., that makes a serious subject 
seem funny or ridiculous [count] The book is a burlesque of 
Victorian society, [noncount] a writer whose burlesque often 
bordered on cruelty 

2 [noncount] : a kind of entertainment that was popular in 
the U.S. in the late 19th and early 20th centuries and that in¬ 
cluded funny performances, singing, dancing, etc., and 
sometimes performances in which women took off their 
clothes ■ Several important 20th-century performers got 
their start in burlesque. 

— burlesque adj ■ burlesque dancers • a burlesque show 
bur-ly /'bali/ adj bur-li-er; -est [or more most ~] of a 

man : strong and heavy : husky ■ a big, burly man 
1 burn /'ban/ verb burns; burned /'band/ or burnt /'bant/; 
burn-ing The forms burned and burnt are used in both 
U.S. and British English. Burned is more common in U.S. 
English; burnt is more common in British English. 

1 [no obj] a of a fire or flame : to give off heat, light, and 
gases ■ A flame is kept constantly burning at the monument. ■ 
A small fire burned brightly in the fireplace, b always used 
in progressive tenses : to contain a fire ■ There was a little 
stove burning in the front room. — see also burning 

2 a always used in progressive tenses [no obj] : to be on fire 
: to have or produce a flame • I could smell smoke and knew 
that something was burning. • Be sure not to leave any can¬ 
dles burning when you go to bed. b [+ obj] : to set (some¬ 
thing) on fire : to make (something) have or produce a flame 
■ We came to the memorial to bum [=light] a candle for the 
victims of the accident. 

3 a : to destroy or damage (something) by fire or heat [+ 
obj] I burned the letter when I had finished reading it. ■ The 
new town law makes it illegal to bum trash. ■ The wildfire 
has burned acres of forest. • Parts of the house were badly 
burned in the fire. ■ burnt pieces of wood [no obj] The wood 
burned slowly. ■ a material that bums easily -v» A building or 
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other structure that burns to the ground or is burned to the 
ground is completely destroyed by fire. ■ The house (was) 
burned to the ground in the fire, b : to injure or damage 
(someone or a part of the body) by fire, heat, acid, etc. [+ 
obj] He was badly burned in the accident. ■ She burned her 
hand on the hot stove. = The hot stove burned her hand. ■ 
The hot sun burned her skin. ■ I burned myself on the iron. 
[-1 injured part of my body with the hot iron] ■ Several peo¬ 
ple were trapped in the building and were burned to death. 
[=were killed by fire] ■ The captives were burned alive. 
[=killed by being set on fire] [no obj] She has to stay out of 
the sun because her skin bums easily. [=she gets sunburned 
easily] ■ Several people burned to death in the fire. 

4 : to ruin (food) by cooking it too long or with too much 
heat [■♦■ obj] I’m afraid I burned the potatoes. ■ She burned 
the toast. ■ burnt toast [no obj] The toast burned. 

5 a of an acid, chemical, etc. : to damage (something) by 
causing a strong chemical reaction [+ obj] The acid burned 
his hand, [no obj] The acid burned into/through the metal. 
— sometimes used figuratively ■ Her words burned them¬ 
selves into his memory. = Her words were burned into his 
memory. [=he always remembered her words] ■ The image is 
burned in my mind. [=1 cannot forget the image] b [+ obj] 
: to produce (something, such as a hole) by fire, heat, acid, 
etc. ■ He dropped his cigarette and accidentally burned a hole 
in the carpet. • The acid burned a hole in the cloth. If you 
have money and you want to spend it, the money is burning 
a hole in your pocket. ■ He just got his tax refund and has 
some extra cash burning a hole in his pocket. 

6 always used in progressive tenses [no obj] : to be very hot ■ 
The pavement was burning. — see also burning 

7 a : to have or produce an unpleasantly hot and painful 
feeling [+ obj] The hot peppers burned my mouth. ■ The cig¬ 
arette smoke burned my throat and made my eyes water. 
[no obj] My mouth is still burning from the hot peppers. ■ The 
iodine burned a little when I put it on the cut. b [no obj] : to 
feel a pain that is like being injured by heat or fire ■ My nose 
was bright red and my ears were burning from the cold. C 
always used in progressive tenses [no obj] : to have a high fe¬ 
ver ■ She was burning with fever. — often + up ■ I’m going to 
call the doctor: you’re burning up! — see also burn up (be¬ 
low), BURNING 

8 [no obj] a : to feel a strong emotion — often + with ■ She 
was burning with anger at his rudeness. [=she was very angry 
because of his rudeness] ■ As a young man he burned with 
ambition. [=he was very ambitious] — sometimes +for ■ She 
was burning for a chance to prove herself. [=she wanted very 
much to get a chance to prove herself] — sometimes fol¬ 
lowed by to + verb • She was burning to prove herself, b : to 
become hot and red because of a strong emotion ■ Her 
cheeks were burning. — often + with ■ Her cheeks were burn¬ 
ing with shame. ■ His face burned with anger/embarrassment. 

9 [+ obj] US, informal a : to cheat or deceive (someone): to 
take advantage of (someone) — usually used as (be) burned ■ 
He doesn’t like giving interviews because he’s been/gotten 
burned by reporters in the past, ^reporters have treated him 
unfairly in the past] ■ He’s been burned in love before, b : to 
make (someone) very angry ■ It really bums me to see people 
being treated so badly. — usually + up • His arrogance really 
bums me up! — see also burn up (below) 

10a [no obj] : to be used as fuel ■ Some kinds of coal bum 
better than others, b [+ obj] : to use (something) as fuel ■ 
This furnace bums oil/gas. — often + up ■ an engine that 
bums up more fuel C [+ obj]: to use (food, calories, etc.) as 
a source of energy ■ Our bodies bum food/calories. ■ exercis¬ 
ing to bum fat [=exercising to lose fat by using it to produce 
energy] — often + off or up ■ exercising to bum off/up calo- 
ries/fat ■ Your body bums up more oxygen when you are ac¬ 
tive than when you are resting. — see also burn off (be¬ 
low), burn up (below) 

11 [no obj] : to give off light: to shine or glow ■ There was a 
light burning in the window. ■ a star that bums brightly in the 
evening sky ■ Lanterns burned in the boats on the canal. 

12 [+ obj] computers : to record information or music on a 
disk ■ bum a CD/DVD ■ You can buy the songs online and 
then bum them onto a CD. 

burn away [phrasal verb] burn away or burn (something) 
away or burn away (something) : to be removed or to re¬ 
move (something) by fire or heat ■ The outer layer of 
wooden shingles burned away quickly in the fire. = The fire 
quickly burned the outer layer of wooden shingles away, 
burn down [phrasal verb] 1 burn down or burn (something) 
down or burn down (something) of a building or other struc¬ 


ture : to be destroyed or to destroy (something) by fire ■ 
The hotel burned down [=bumed to the ground] in 1922. - A 
fire in 1922 burned down the hotel. 2 burn down of afire 
: to become smaller : to gradually produce less and less 
flame ■ We watched the fire as it slowly burned down, 
burn off [phrasal verb] burn off or bum (something) off or 
burn off (something) 1 US, of fog, smote, etc. : to go away 
because of the sun’s heat ■ We waited for the fog to bum 
off. = We waited for the sun to bum off the fog. 2 : to be 
removed or to remove (something) by fire or heat ■ The 
hot sun had burned the paint off the sign years before. 

— see also ‘burn 10c (above) 

burn out [phrasal verb] 1 burn out or burn (itself) out of a 
fire : to stop burning ■ The campfire eventually burned out. 
= The campfire eventually burned itself out. — sometimes 
used figuratively ■ His anger finally burned itself out. [=he 
finally stopped being angry] 2 burn (a building) out or 
burn out (a building) : to destroy the inside of (a building) 
by fire • The apartment building was completely burned 
out by the fire. — see also burned out 1 3 burn out or 
burn (something) out or burn out (something) : to stop 
working or cause (something) to stop working because of 
too much use or careless use ■ The engine burned out. • If 
you keep running the engine like that you’re going to bum 
it out. 4 burn out or burn (someone) out also burn out 
(someone) : to become or cause (someone) to become 
very physically and emotionally tired after doing a difficult 
job for a long time : to suffer burnout or cause (someone) 
to suffer burnout ■ Teaching can be very stressful, and 
many teachers eventually bum out. = Teaching can be very 
stressful, and many teachers eventually bum themselves 
out. • All that hard work burned her out eventually. — see 
also BURNED OUT 2 
burn rubber see 'rubber 

burn the candle at both ends : to do too much by being 
active late at night and during the day ■ She’s going to wear 
herself out if she keeps burning the candle at both ends, 
burn the midnight oil : to work or study until very late at 
night ■ The students have been burning the midnight oil as 
they prepare for their final exams. 
burn through [phrasal verb] burn through (something) infor¬ 
mal : to use all of (something) quickly ■ They’ve burned 
through 2 million dollars already, and the renovations are 
far from complete. 

burn up [phrasal verb] burn up or burn (something) up or 
burn up (something) : to be destroyed or cause (some¬ 
thing) to be destroyed by fire ■ Most asteroids bum up 
upon entering the Earth’s atmosphere. ■ Wildfires have 
been raging across the region burning up acres of forest. 

— see also 'burn 7c, 9b, 10b, c (above) 

burn your bridges also Brit burn your boats : to do some¬ 
thing that makes you unable to go back to a previous situ¬ 
ation ■ Even after leaving his job, he tried to stay on friend¬ 
ly terms with his former boss because he didn’t want to 
bum his bridges, 
crash and burn see ‘crash 
money to burn see money 

- burn*able /'b^nabal/ adj [more —; most ~] ■ an easily 
burnable material 
2 burn noun, pi burns 

1 [count] a : an injury caused by fire, heat, acid, etc. ■ He 
suffered severe/serious bums on both his legs in the acci¬ 
dent. • a second-degree bum b : a burned area : a mark on 
the surface of something caused by a flame or fire ■ There’s a 
small bum on the tabletop. ■ a bum mark 

2 [count]: a painful red mark on the skin caused by rubbing 
against something ■ rope/friction bums 

3 [singular] : a sharp, hot pain : a burning feeling ■ the bum 
of iodine on a cut ■ Continue doing the exercise until you 
feel the bum in your muscles. 

do a slow burn US, informal : to slowly become very angry 
■ The boss did a slow bum when he saw the expense report, 
burned out or burnt out adj 
A of a building : having the inside destroyed by fire — usual¬ 
ly hyphenated ■ an empty, bumed-out building — see also 
bum out 2 at 'burn 

2 [more —; most —]: suffering burnout: feeling very physi¬ 
cally and emotionally tired after doing a difficult job for a 
long time ■ I was burned out after 25 years as a corporate law¬ 
yer. — usually hyphenated when used before a noun ■ a 
bumed-out novelist — see also bum out 4 at 1 burn 
bum*er /'b&n&/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 a : the part of a furnace, stove, etc., where the flame or 
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heat is produced ■ ( chiefly US) The stove has four burners. 
[=(Brit) rings] • The burner on the furnace isn’t working. 

— see picture at kitchen b : a device that bums some¬ 
thing ■ a propane/gas/oil burner : a device in which some¬ 
thing is burned ■ an incense burner — see also back burn¬ 
er, BARN BURNER, BUNSEN BURNER, FRONT BURNER 

2 computers : a device that is used to record information or 
music on a CD or DVD ■ The computer comes equipped 
with a CD burner. 

burn-ing /'banig/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : on fire : producing or having a flame ■ a burning fire/can¬ 
dle/city ■ She stared at the burning embers for a long time. 

2 : very strong ■ a burning hatred of corruption • his burning 
[=intense] desire to succeed 

3 a : very hot ■ burning sand/pavement ■ He has a burning fe¬ 
ver. [=he has a very high fever] b : similar to the feeling 
caused by something hot ■ The medicine produced a burning 
sensation on my tongue. ■ Symptoms include itchy, burning 
eyes. 

4 : very important ■ This is one of the burning issues/ques¬ 
tions of our time. 

— burning adv ■ The pavement was burning hot. [=extreme- 
ly hot] — burning noun [noncount ] ■ a sensation of burning 
on my tongue ■ Who ordered the burning of the city? 
— burn-ing-ly adv • bumingty hot/intense 

bur-nish /'haw// verb -nlsh-es; -nished; -nish-lng [+ 
obj] formal : to make (something, such as metal or leather) 
smooth and shiny by rubbing it: polish — often used figu¬ 
ratively ■ She started a publicity campaign to help burnish 
[=improve] her image/reputation. 

— burnished adj ■ burnished gold/leather 
burn-out /'ban.aut/ noun, pi -outs 

1 a [ noncount ] : the condition of someone who has become 
very physically and emotionally tired after doing a difficult 
job for a long time ■ Teaching can be very stressful, and 
many teachers eventually suffer/experience burnout. ■ the 
burnout rate among teachers b [count] : a person who suf¬ 
fers burnout ■ a novel about academic burnouts — see also 
BURNED OUT, bum OUt 4 at ‘BURN 

2 [ noncount ] : the time when a jet or rocket engine stops 
working because there is no more fuel available 

burnt past tense and past participle o/'burn 
burnt out variant spelling of burned out 
burp verb burps; burped; burp-ing 

1 [no obj] : to let out air from the stomach through the 
mouth with a sound ■ Say “excuse me” when you burp. 

— compare belch 

2 [+ obj] : to help (a baby) let out air from the stomach espe¬ 
cially by patting or rubbing the baby's back 

— burp /'ba-p/ noun, pi burps [count] ■ He let out a burp. ■ a 
loud burp [=belch] 

burqa variant spelling of burka 
burr /'ba 1 / noun, pi burrs [count] 

1 also bur : a rough covering of a nut or seed Burrs often 
have small hooks that stick to clothing and fur. 

2 : a rough area on a piece of metal that is left after the met¬ 
al is cut ■ a tool that can cut through steel leaving a smooth 
edge and no burrs 

3 : a strong way of pronouncing r that is used by some 
speakers of English especially in northern England and in 
Scotland — usually singular ■ He speaks with a Scottish burr. 
a burr in/under the saddle US, informal : someone or 

something that is a constant cause of trouble or annoyance 
■ He was a burr in the saddle of the competition. ■ She’s 
been a burr under their saddle for many years. 
bur*ri«tO /bo'ri^tou/ noun, pi -tos [count] : a Mexican food 
that consists of a flour tortilla that is rolled or folded around 
a filling (such as meat, beans, and cheese) 
bur-ro /'baron/ noun, pi -ros [count] chiefly US : a small 
donkey 

1 bur»row /'barou/ noun, pi -rows [count] : a hole or tunnel 
in the ground that an animal (such as a rabbit or fox) makes 
to live in or for safety 
2 burrow verb -rows; -rowed; -row-ing 

1 : to make a hole or tunnel in the ground by digging — usu¬ 
ally + into or under [no obj] The rabbit burrowed into the 
side of the hill. ■ The frogs burrow under the mud. [+ obj] 
The mole burrowed its way under the ground. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to move or 
press under, through, or into something [no obj] She bur¬ 
rowed [=snuggled] deep under the blankets. ■ I burrowed 
[=(more commonly) dug] through my purse looking for 


change. [+ obj] The baby burrowed [=nestled] her head into/ 
against her mother’s chest. 

— burrowing adj ■ burrowing animals/rodents [=animals/ro- 
dents that make holes or tunnels] 

bur-sar /'basa*/ noun, pi -sars [count] : a person whose job 
is to manage the money of a school, college, or university 

: TREASURER 

bur-sa*ry /'basari/ noun, pi -ries [count] Brit : an amount 
of money that a student is given to help pay for college or 
university study : a scholarship or grant 
1 burst /"bast/ verb bursts; burst also burst*ed; burst-ing 

1 a [no obj]: to break open or into pieces in a sudden and vi¬ 
olent way ■ The balloon burst. [=popped] • We could hear 
bombs bursting [= exploding ] in the distance. ■ Two of the wa¬ 
ter pipes burst, b [+ obj] : to cause (something) to break 
open or into pieces • Be careful not to burst [-pop] the bal¬ 
loon. • He burst a blood vessel. 

2 : to open suddenly [no obj] The doors suddenly burst 
open. (+ obj] The cops burst the door open. 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
come or go very quickly and suddenly ■ He burst into the 
room. ■ The sun burst through the clouds. ■ She burst through 
the door and yelled “Surprise!” ■ They just burst in on us 
[=they suddenly entered the room we were in] without even 
knocking on the door. To burst onto/on/upon the scene is 
to suddenly become very well known. • They burst onto the 
music scene in 1995 with a very successful debut album. ■ 
when the technology first burst on the scene 

4 [+ obj] of a river, stream, etc. : to flow over the surrounding 
land because of a flood ■ The stream burst its banks. 

be bursting 1 : to be filled with something ■ The crate was 
bursting with fruit. ■ The dish is bursting with flavors. ■ The 
kids are just bursting with energy/excitement. ■ Her parents 
were practically bursting with pride. 2 : to want very 
much to do (something you are not yet able to do) ■ I’m 
bursting to tell you the news, but I have to talk to Ken first. 
3 Brit, informal : to need to urinate very badly 
be bursting at the seams : to be very full or crowded • The 
nightclub was bursting at the seams. ■ The garden is bursting 
at the seams with colorful flowers. 
burst into [phrasal verb] burst Into (something) : to begin to 
produce or do (something) suddenly ■ She burst into 
[=broke into] laughter/tears. ■ The house burst into 
flame(s). • The entire cast burst into [-broke into) song. ■ 
The audience burst into applause. • The flowers were burst¬ 
ing into bloom. 

burst out [phrasal verb] 1 burst out (doing something) : to 
begin (doing something) suddenly ■ They both burst out 
[=busted out] laughing. 2 burst out (something) : to say 
(something) suddenly ■ Everyone burst out “Surprise!” as 
he walked through the door. 
burst someone’s bubble see ‘bubble 
fit to burst see ‘fit 
2 burst noun, pi bursts [count] 

1 : a short period of producing or doing something that be¬ 
gins suddenly ■ She ran hard in short bursts toward the end of 
the race. — often + of m a (sudden) burst of speed/laughter/ 
energy ■ Bursts of machine-gun fire could be heard in the dis¬ 
tance. 

2 : an act of breaking open or into pieces ■ the burst of a 
bubble : the result of something breaking open or into piec¬ 
es ■ The plumber fixed the burst [=(more commonly) break] 
in the water pipe. 

bur«tOll /'b ?r\x\/ noun 

go for a burton Brit, informal + old-fashioned : to be lost, 
broken, or ruined ■ Our holiday plans have gone for a bur¬ 
ton. 

bury /'beri/ verb bur-ies; bur-ied; bury-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to put (a dead person or animal) in a grave ■ He was 
buried with full military honors. ■ Their ancestors are buried 
in the local cemetery. ■ cultures that bury their dead b : to 
have someone that you love or are related to die ■ He had 
three children by two wives and buried [=outlived] them all. 

2 a : to hide (something) in the ground • The dog buried her 
bone. ■ He buried the money in the backyard. ■ the search for 
buried treasure b : to hide (something) so that it cannot be 
seen or is difficult to see ■ He has learned to bury his feelings. 
■ She buried her face in her hands. • The disclaimer was bur¬ 
ied in the fine print. ■ The newspaper covered the story, but 
it was buried in the back of section C. 

3 : to cover (someone or something) with something ■ A 
blanket of snow had buried the first few flowers of spring. — 
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usually used as (be) buried • Three skiers were buried alive in 
a massive avalanche on Tuesday. — usually + under or be¬ 
neath ■ The car was buried under the snow. ■ My shoes were 
buried beneath a pile of clothes. 

4 : to push (something) in or into something ■ He buried his 
face/head in the pillow. ■ The splinter buried itself in my 
thumb. When you bury yourself in something , you give it 
all of your attention and ignore everything else. ■ He buried 
himself in his studies. 

5 : to stop being angry or upset about (something) ■ We’ve 
decided to bury our differences and start working together. 

6 sports, informal : to make (a shot) in a very impressive way 
■ He buried the jumper. [=he made the jump shot] ■ She bur¬ 
ied [=holed] the putt. 

7 informal : to defeat (a competitor) easily or completely ■ 
They buried the other team (by a score of) 15-2. 

bury the hatchet see hatchet 
dead and buried see ‘ dead 

1 bus /'bAs/ noun, pi bus-es also US bus-ses : a large vehi- 
cle that is used for carrying passengers especially along a 
particular route at particular times [count] She boarded a 
bus in Nashville, [noncount] I usually go to work by bus. = I 
usually take the bus to work. ■ Are you traveling by train or 
by bus ? — often used before another noun ■ a bus driver ■ a 
bus station ■ waiting at the bus stop [=one of the places 
where a bus stops for passengers to get on or off) — see also 
SCHOOL BUS 

2 bus verb buses also US busses; bused also US bussed; 
bus-ing also US bus-sing [+ obj] 

1 : to transport (someone) in a bus — often used as (be) 
bused - Students from the other college were bused in for the 
game. ■ The children are bused to school. 

2 US a : to remove dirty dishes from (a table at a restau¬ 
rant) ■ He buses tables at the local diner, b : to remove 
(something, such as dirty dishes) ■ We're supposed to bus 
[=clear] our own trays. 

bllS-boy /*bAS,boi/ noun, pi -boys [count] : a man or boy 
whose job is to remove dirty dishes, clean tables, etc., at a 
restaurant 

bus-by /'bAZbi/ noun, pi -bies [count] : a tall fur hat that is 
worn by some British soldiers 
bush /'bo// noun, pi bush-es 

1 [count]: a plant that has stems of wood and is smaller than 
a tree ■ a rose/mulberry bush • The bushes [=vs/im^] in my 
yard need to be trimmed. 

2 [count] : a thick growth of hair or fur ■ a bush of hair 

3 the bush : a large area (such as in Australia or Africa) that 
has not been cleared and that is not used for farming ■ She 
recently spent several weeks in the bush. 

a bird in the hand is worth two in the bush see bird 
beat around the bush or Brit beat about the bush : to 
avoid saying something by talking about other things ■ 
Stop beating around the bush and tell me why you’re here, 
bushed /'bujt/ adj, not used before a noun [more most ~] 
informal : very tired • That hike wore me out. I’m bushed. 
[=beat, exhausted] 
bush-el /'bojal/ noun, pi -els 

1 [count]: a unit for measuring an amount of fruit and grain 
that is equal to about 35.2 liters in the U.S. and to about 36.4 
liters in the U.K. ■ a bushel of wheat/apples 

2 bushels [plural] US, informal : a large amount of some¬ 
thing ■ The company made bushels [=lots] of money last year. 
hide your light under a bushel : to not tell others about 

your talents, successes, ideas, etc. 
bush league noun, pi ~~ leagues [count] informal : mi¬ 
nor league 

- bush leaguer noun, pi ~ -uers [count] 
bush—league /'boj.liig/ adi, US, informal : of very low 
quality ■ bush-league customer service • a bush-league [= un¬ 
professional] reporter 

Bush-man /'bo.fman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] : a 
member of a group of people of southern Africa who live 
and hunt in a wild area (called the bush) 
bush pilot noun, pi ~ -lots [count] chiefly US : a pilot who 
flies a small airplane into areas that are hard to reach 
bush-whack /'bof.wjek/ verb -whacks; -whacked; 
-whack-ing 

1 [no obj] : to clear a path through thick woods by cutting 
down bushes and low tree branches • The group bush¬ 
whacked through the jungle. 

2 1+ obj] : to attack (someone) suddenly ■ He was bush¬ 
whacked [=ambushed] by enemy soldiers. ■ They used the 


controversy as an opportunity to bushwhack their political 
opponents. 

bushy /'boji/ adi bush-l-er; -est [also more mast ~] 

1 : very thick and full ■ a bushy beard ■ bushy hair/eyebrows 
■ an animal with a bushy tail 

2 of a plant : having a lot of branches and leaves • a bushy 
tree 

bright-eyed and bushy-tailed see bright 
— bush-i-ness noun [noncount] ■ the bushiness of his eye¬ 
brows 

busi-ly /'bizali/ adv : in a busy way ■ He was busily engaged 
in his work. ■ They are busily planning next year's event. 
busi-ness /'biznas/ noun, pi -ness-es 

1 [noncount] a : the activity of making, buying, or selling 
goods or providing services in exchange for money ■ The 
store will be open for business next week. [=the store will be 
ready for customers next week] ■ The store has lost a signifi¬ 
cant amount of business since the factory closed. ■ Allowing 
customers to leave your store unsatisfied is bad (for) busi¬ 
ness. ■ The new Web site has been good for (attracting) busi¬ 
ness. • What line of business [=work\ are you in? ■ She works 
in the publishing business. • the fashion/music/restaurant 
business • We do business with [=sell to or buy from] compa¬ 
nies overseas. • David has decided to go into business with 
his brother. ■ Remember that your customers can take their 
business elsewhere. [=your customers can go to another 
place to do business] ■ Their publishing company is the best 
in the business. ■ a place of business [=a place, such as a 
store, bank, etc., where business is done] — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ business opportunities/contacts/inter¬ 
ests ■ The business world is responding to changes in technol¬ 
ogy. [=businesses are responding to changes in technology] ■ 
Someone will be available to answer your call during regular 
business hours. [=the hours that the office is open to do 
business] ■ a business meeting [=a meeting at which matters 
of business are discussed] — see also agribusiness, big 
BUSINESS, IN BUSINESS (below), OUT OF BUSINESS (below), 
show business b : work that is part of a job ■ Is your trip 
to Miami (for) business or pleasure? ■ I have to go to New 
York City on/for business next week. — sometimes used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ a business trip [=a trip that is made in 
order to do business] ■ I am flying business class [=in a seat¬ 
ing section of an airplane that is more expensive than the 
main section but less expensive than first class] from Tokyo 
to New York. C : the amount of activity that is done by a 
store, company, factory, etc. • Business has been slow/bad 
lately. [=there have been few customers, sales, etc., lately] • 
Business was good/booming. ■ They advertised to increase 
business. ■ How is business’ ? 

2 [count] : an organization (such as a store, company, or fac¬ 
tory) that makes, buys, or sells goods or provides services in 
exchange for money ■ He has the skills necessary to run/op- 
erate/start a business. ■ The town is trying to attract new 
businesses. ■ local businesses ■ She joined the family business 
[=the business owned or operated by her family] after gradu¬ 
ating from college. — sometimes used before another noun ■ 
I had lunch with some business associates. ■ In addition to be¬ 
ing married, the two are also business partners. ■ The restau¬ 
rant is in the business district. [=the part of a city or town 
where there are many businesses] ■ the business community 
[=people involved in the upper levels of businesses] 

3 [singular] : something that concerns a particular person, 
group, etc. : something that needs to be considered or dealt 
with ■ Do we have any other business we need to discuss? ■ 
Air quality is a serious business. [=air quality is something 
people should think about seriouslyj • What’s this business 
[=news] I hear about you moving away? ■ Educating students 
is the business [^responsibility] of schools. ■ No, I didn't ask 
him what he wanted the car for. That’s his business. • I won’t 
answer that question. Who I choose to vote for is my busi¬ 
ness. ■ He’s decided to make it his business [=make it his 
goal] to bring more affordable housing to the city. ■ "Who 
did you vote for?” "That’s none of your business." [=that’s 
private information that you should not be asking about] ■ 
It’s no business of yours who I voted for. The phrase mind 
your own business is used as an informal and often some¬ 
what impolite way to tell someone to stop watching or ask¬ 
ing about something that is private. ■ Mind your own business 
and let them talk alone. To say that you were minding 
your own business when something happened means that 
you were doing what you normally do and were not bother¬ 
ing anyone. ■ I was walking down the street, minding my own 
business , when all of a sudden some man started yelling at 
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me. If you say something is nobody's business, you mean 
that it is private and other people do not need to know about 
it. ■ It’s nobody’s business what we were talking about. 
Someone who has no business doing something has no 
right to do it. ■ You have no business telling me what I can and 
cannot wear! I’ll wear whatever I like! 

4 [noncount] : something that must be done ■ I have some 
business in town Friday afternoon. [=1 have to do something 
in town Friday afternoon] ■ He had to leave the meeting ear¬ 
ly because he had to attend to some unfinished business. 
[=something not done that needs to be done] ■ Now that 
we’ve all introduced ourselves, let’s get down to business. 
[=start doing what needs to be done, start working] ■ I was 
just going about my business [=doing what I usually do], 
when I heard a big crash. ■ Sarah is good at taking care of 
business [=doing what needs to be done], so she’s been put 
in charge of organizing the event. ■ The church has hired 
someone to take care of the bills and all that business, ^ev¬ 
erything else that needs to be done] ■ A public library is in 
the business of providing information to the public. [=the 
job/purpose of a public library is to provide information] ■ 
I’m not in the business of lending money to people I hardly 
know. [=1 don’t lend money to people I hardly know] 

5 [ singular\ : a matter, event, or situation — usually used af¬ 
ter an adjective ■ Divorce can be such a messy business. [=af¬ 
fair ] ■ The earthquake was a terrible business. ■ Predicting 
how people will react to something is a tricky business. ■ In¬ 
vesting all your money in one stock is (a) very risky business. 
■ “How long did the ceremony take?” “Oh, the whole busi¬ 
ness was over in less than an hour.” ■ Let’s just forget about 
that business of me being unhappy with my job. — see also 
MONKEY BUSINESS 

business as usual — used to say that something is working 
or continuing in the normal or usual way ■ Much of the 
town lost electricity in the storm, but for people with gen¬ 
erators it was business as usual. ■ As the election nears, 
both political parties continue to blame each other for all 
the city’s problems. In other words, it’s business as usual, 
business is business — used to say that in order for a 
business to be successful it is necessary to do things that 
may hurt or upset people ■ I’m sorry I have to let you go, 
but understand that business is business, 
in business 1 : operating as a business ■ The hotel has 
been in business for over 150 years. ■ Customer satisfaction 
is important if you want to stay in business. 2 informal 
: ready to begin doing or using something ■ Just plug in the 
computer and you’re in business ! [=you will be able to use 
the computer] ■ All the musicians have finally arrived, so 
we’re in business'. • He quickly changed the tire, and was 
back in business [=ready to drive again] in 10 minutes. 
like nobody’s business informal : very well or quickly or 
in very large amounts ■ She can design computer programs 
like nobody’s business. • It’s been raining like nobody’s busi¬ 
ness. 

mean business : to be serious about doing something ■ We 
thought he was joking at first, but then we saw that he real¬ 
ly meant business. 

out of business : closed down : no longer in business ■ My 
favorite flower shop is out of business. ■ Small grocery 
stores are being driven/forced/put out of business by large 
stores. [=small grocery stores cannot compete with large 
stores and so are closing permanently] ■ The store has gone 
out of business. [=has closed] 

the business Brit slang : a very good or impressive person 
or thing ■ Since he’s won the tournament, he thinks he’s the 
business. [=the best\ ■ You should see their new flat. It’s the 
business. 

business administration noun [noncount] : a program 
of studies in a college or university that teaches students how 
to run a business ■ a degree in business administration 
business card noun, pi ~ cards [count] : a small card 
printed with a person’s name and information about that 
person’s company and job People give business cards to 
anyone who they think might want to contact them about 
their business, 
business end noun 

the business end informal : the part of a tool, weapon, or 
instrument that is used most directly for the object’s pur¬ 
pose ■ the business end of a rifle [=the end where the bullets 
come out] 

busi-ness'like /'biznss.laik/ adj [more ~;most —]: having 
or showing qualities that are considered good in business 
: serious, polite, and practical ■ His businesslike approach to 


the dispute was very helpful. • a businesslike manner 
busi-ness-man /'bizn3S,maen/ noun, pi -men /-,men/ 
[count] 

1 : a man who works in business especially in a high position 

2 : a man who is good at dealing with business and financial 
matters ■ I know it’s hard for him to sell his paintings. He’s 
always been a better artist than businessman. 

business*per^son /'biznss^asu/ noun, pi busbness- 
peo*ple /'biznas^iipal/ [count] : a man or woman who 
works in business 

business suit noun, pi ~~ suits [count] US : a type of suit 
that is worn by some people who work in offices and that in¬ 
cludes a matching coat and pants or skirt 

busi»ness-wonvan /'biznsSiWumsn/ noun, pi -wonven 

/•jWiman/ [count] 

1 : a woman who works in business especially in a high posi¬ 
tion 

2 : a woman who is good at dealing with business and finan¬ 
cial matters • Like many musicians, she’s found that she has 
to be a businesswoman as well as a performer. 

bussing /'bASi r)/ noun [noncount] US : the act or practice of 
bringing children by buses to a school that is far from the 
area where they live so that the school will have many chil¬ 
dren of different races 

busk /'bAsk/ verb busks; busked; busk*ing [no obj] chief¬ 
ly Brit, informal : to play music in a public place in order to 
earn money from people who are passing by 

— busk.er /'h\s,k.?r/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

bUS*load /'bAS,loud/ noun, pi -loads [count] chiefly US : a 
large group of people that fills a bus ■ a busload of tourists ■ 
People came to the park by the busload. [=many busloads of 
people came to the park] 

buS*man’S holiday /'bAsmsnz-/ noun [singular] : a holi¬ 
day that you spend doing the same kind of thing that you 
usually do for your job 
1 bust /'bASt/ noun, pi busts [count] 

1 : a sculpture of a person’s head and neck and usually a 
part of the shoulders and chest ■ a marble/bronze bust ■ a 
bust of Albert Einstein 

2 a : a woman’s breasts ■ The neckline of the dress is meant 
to accentuate the bust, b : a measurement taken around a 
woman’s chest and back ■ bust size 

- compare 3 bust 

2 bust verb busts; bustled also Brit bust; bust-ing [+ obj] 
informal 

1 : to break (something): such as a : to cause (something) 
to stop working by damaging it ■ He busted his watch when 
he fell. ■ I think the camera is busted, b : to cause (some¬ 
thing) to separate into parts or pieces ■ bust a window 

2 a : to arrest (someone) ■ Police busted 12 gang members 
on weapons charges. ■ She got/was busted for drug posses¬ 
sion. b : to catch (someone) doing something wrong ■ Two 
students got busted by the teacher for smoking in the bath¬ 
room. 

3 US, impolite — used in phrases like bust your butt/ass to 
describe working very hard ■ She’s been busting her butt to 
finish the project on time. 

4 US : to hit or punch (someone) ■ I felt like busting him in 
the nose. 

bust a/your gut see ‘gut 

bust out [phrasal verb] informal 1 bust out (doing some¬ 
thing) : to begin (doing something) suddenly : to burst out 
(doing something) ■ She just busted out laughing. 2 bust 
out (something) or bust (something) out : to take (some¬ 
thing) from the place where it is stored so that it can be 
used ■ He busted out [=broke out] the champagne. 3 : to 
escape from a prison, jail, etc. ■ Two prisoners busted out of 
jail. 

bust up [phrasal verb] informal 1 : to end your relationship 
with someone • Their marriage busted up after three years. 
■ Didn’t you hear? They busted up. [=(more commonly) 
broke up, separated] 2 bust up (something) or bust (some¬ 
thing) up : to cause (something) to end ■ His gambling 
problem busted up their marriage. • Police hope to bust up 
the crime ring for good. • The police busted the party up. 
or bust informal — used to say that you will do everything 
possible to get somewhere ■ The sign on the car said “New 
Orleans or bust'." 

3 bust noun, pi busts [count] informal 

1 US : a complete failure : flop — usually singular ■ The 
new product was a bust. ■ Although critically acclaimed, the 
play has been a bust. 
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2 : an occurrence in which the police catch and arrest peo¬ 
ple committing a crime ■ a big drug bust 

— compare 'bust 

“bust adj 

go bust informal : to spend or lose all of your money : to go 
broke ■ The company has gone bust. 
bust-er /■bASta 1 / noun, pi -ers 

1 [count] a : a person or thing that stops or prevents some¬ 
thing — usually used in combination ■ crime-busters ^peo¬ 
ple who stop crimes, who catch criminals, etc.] b : a person 
or thing that breaks something apart — usually used In com¬ 
bination ■ The new drug acts as a clot-buster. [=it causes 
blood clots to break apart] 

2 US, informal + somewhat old-fashioned — used to address 
a man who is behaving in a way you do not like • Wait a 
minute, buster. You’re trying to trick me, aren’t you? 

bus-tier /.busti'ei, Brit 'bAsti,ei/ noun, pi -tiers [count] : a 
tight piece of clothing that covers the upper part of a wom¬ 
an’s body and that is worn by itself or under other clothes 
1 bus-tie /'bAsal /verb bus-ties; bus-tied; bus-tllng [noobj] 

1 : to move or go in a busy or hurried way ■ She bustled 
around the kitchen getting ready for dinner guests. 

2 : to have a lot of busy activity — often + with ■ The pier is 
always bustling with people. 

— bustling adj ■ a bustling town/pier 

2 bustle noun [noncount] : noisy or busy activity ■ The coun¬ 
tryside seems very quiet after the hustle and bustle of the 
city. — compare 3 bustle 

3 bustle noun, pi bustles [count]: a frame or pad worn in the 
past under a skirt or dress to hold it out from the body in the 
back — compare 2 bustle 
bust—up /'bASt,Ap/ noun, pi -ups [count] informal 

1 : the end of a relationship, marriage, etc. : breakup ■ the 
bust-up of their marriage 

2 Brit : a very bad argument or disagreement : a quarrel or 
fight ■ They had a bust-up over money. 

busty /'bASti/ adj bust-i-er; -est [also more most ~] in¬ 
formal, of a woman : having large breasts ■ a busty blonde 
1 busy /■bizi/ adi bus-i-er; -est [also more most — ] 

1 : actively doing something ■ She’s busy preparing for her 
test. ■ Are you busy ? Can I talk to you for a minute? ■ I will 
be busy cleaning the house. ■ I’m sorry I haven’t called. I’ve 
been so busy. • busy people who don’t have time to cook ■ I 
got enough work to keep me busy for a while. ■ He is a very 
busy person. ■ He’s been busy in the kitchen all afternoon. ■ 
She's as busy as a bee. [=she’s very busy] — often + with ■ 
The actress is busy with a new film. [=is working on a new 
film] ■ He keeps himself busy with volunteer work. ■ She is 
busy with wedding plans. 

2 a : full of activity or work ■ My week has been so busy! ■ 
They live/lead busy lives. ■ Is there any time in your busy 
schedule for us to have lunch next week? b : full of people 
or things ■ a busy street ■ a busy store 

3 chiefly US, of a telephone or telephone line : being used * I 
tried calling her, but her line/phone is busy. [=( chiefly Brit ) 
engaged] When you dial a telephone line that is already in 
use, you hear a sound that is called a busy signal. 

4 : full of many details ■ I like the fabric, but I think the pat¬ 
tern is too busy for this dress. • busy wallpaper 

get busy : to start doing work ■ We need to finish by 5 
o’clock, so we’d better get busy. 

— busi-ly /'bizali/ adv ■ She is busily preparing for her test. ■ 
He is working busily in the kitchen. — busy-ness 
/'bizinas/ noun [noncount] • I don’t like the busyness of 
stores around the holidays. ■ the busyness of the pattern 

2 busy verb bus-ies; bus-led; busy-ing 

busy yourself : to make or keep yourself busy : to occupy 
(yourself) with work or an activity ■ The children busied 
themselves with puzzles all day. ■ He busied himself in the 
workshop building things. 

busy-body /'bizi,ba:di/ noun, pi -bod-ies [count] disap¬ 
proving : a person who is too interested in the private lives of 
other people ■ The neighborhood busybody is telling every¬ 
one that the couple up the street is getting divorced, 
busy-work /■biz^wak/ noun [noncount] US : work that is 
given to you only to keep you busy ■ Students were given 
busywork for the last few minutes of class. 

1 but /'bAt, bat/ coty 

1 — used to introduce a statement that adds something to a 
previous statement and usually contrasts with it in some way 
■ I don’t know her, but my husband does. • He wants to go to 
the movies, but I want to go to the museum. ■ He plans to vis¬ 


it Boston and Chicago, but not New York. ■ The book is not a 
biography at all but (instead is) a fictional account. ■ It’s not 
the music I don’t like but (rather) the band themselves. ■ She 
got the promotion not by luck but by hard work. ■ The fight¬ 
ing has been going on for years. But to really understand the 
current situation, you have to look at the history of the re¬ 
gion. ■ She called his name, but he did not answer. ■ He fell 
but (he) wasn’t hurt/injured. ■ I told him to stay, but he re¬ 
fused to. ■ It might have been raining, but it was still a nice 
wedding. ■ I’d love to come to the party, but [= however ] I’ll be 
away that weekend. ■ I’m sorry, but I won’t be able to help 
you. ■ The dress is quite plain but (it’s) pretty. ■ They were 
polite, but not really friendly. • Not only was it quite cold on 
our trip, but it rained the whole time too. ■ I can’t do it— but 
neither can you. 

2 : other than : except ■ We had no choice but to leave. ■ 
They’ve done nothing but argue all afternoon. 

3 — used in speech at the beginning of a sentence that ex¬ 
presses surprise, shock, etc. ■ But you promised (that) you 
would help me with this. ■ But it’s not fair for them to treat 
him this way! • They’ve arrived? But I thought they were 
coming Tuesday. 

4 — used with a repeated word for emphasis ■ Nobody but 
nobody could solve the riddle. 

but then 1 — used to introduce a statement that adds an¬ 
other and different thought to a preceding statement ■ I’m 
surprised to hear that Tom has left the army. But then I 
suppose he never was the type to obey orders. ■ I’m sure 
she would do a wonderful job on the project, but then I 
know she’s very busy. — sometimes used to introduce an 
explanation for something ■ His cakes are amazing— but 
then he did study with some of the best pastry chefs in the 
world. 2 — used to introduce a statement that tells about 
something different or surprising that happened next ■ The 
team won the first two games, but then failed to win any of 
the next five. ■ The disease was said to be unbeatable, but 
then a new medication was introduced. 

2 but prep : other than (something or someone) : except ■ We 
had nothing but rain all week. [=it rained for the entire week] 
■ There was no one there but him. ■ I didn't tell anyone but 
my sister. ■ Who but you would think that? ■ No one but you 
would try that. = No one would try that but you. ■ I was any¬ 
thing but tired. 1=1 was not at all tired] 

but for: if not for (something or someone) : without (some¬ 
thing or someone) ■ We would never have visited the town 
but for [= except for] the newspaper article about local art¬ 
ists. ■ The score would have been higher but for some excel¬ 
lent goaltending. 

3 but adv, formal 

1 : 2 only ■ They have but two weeks to get ready. — some¬ 
times used for emphasis ■ If they had but given me a chance, 

1 know I could have done it. ■ He was here but five minutes 
ago. ■ She is still but a child. ■ This new product offers many 
advantages: speed, convenience, and durability, to name but 
a few. 

2 — used in negative statements to say that something must 
happen ■ Anyone who reads the book cannot but feel sympa¬ 
thy for him. [=must feel sympathy for him] ■ I could not 
(help) but wonder 1=1 felt compelled to wonder, I could not 
help wondering] why she had lied. — see also all but 

4 but /■bAt/ noun, pi buts [count] : a reason someone gives for 
not doing or agreeing with something — usually plural ■ I 
want this done today, and I don’t want to hear any buts 
about it. • (US) As far as I’m concerned, she’s the most qual¬ 
ified candidate, and there are no ifs, ands, or buts about it! = 
(Brit) There are no ifs and buts about it! [=it is certain that 
she is the most qualified candidate] 
bll-tane /'bju:,tein/ noun [ noncount ] : a type of gas that is 
used in a liquid form as a fuel usually for cooking or heating 
butch /‘butf/ adj [more —; most ~] informal 

1 sometimes offensive : having a very masculine appearance 
and way of behaving — used especially to describe homo¬ 
sexual women and men 

2 of hair : cut very short ■ a butch haircut 
1 butch -er /’butfa*/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 a : someone who cuts and sells meat in a shop b : some¬ 
one who kills animals and prepares their meat to be eaten 

2 : a shop that sells meat ■ The town was small but had a gro¬ 
cery store and a butcher (store/shop). 

3 : someone who kills a lot of people or animals in a brutal 
or cruel way ■ They are a bunch of butchers [= murderers ] 
who gained power by slaughtering their enemies. 
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4 informal : someone who does something very roughly and 
badly ■ That surgeon is a butcherl [=a terrible surgeon] 
have/take a butcher’s Brit, informal : to look at something 
■ This may be what we need. Have a butcher’s. 

2 butcher verb -ers; -ered; -er*ing [+ obj\ 

1 : to kill (an animal) and prepare its meat for sale ■ They’ve 
hired someone to butcher the hogs. 

2 : to kill (people or animals) in a brutal and cruel way ■ 
Many innocent people were butchered under his regime. 

3 informal : to do (something) very badly : to make a mess 
of (something) ■ The band has butchered my favorite song. 

butch*ery /'butfari/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the violent and cruel killing of many people • the butch¬ 
ery of civilians during the war 

2 : the work of a butcher : the job of preparing meat for sale 
but-ler /'bAtW noun, pi -lers [count] : the main male ser¬ 
vant in the home of a wealthy person 

1 butt /'bAt/ noun, pi butts [count] 

1 chiefly US, informal + sometimes impolite : the part of the 
body you sit on : buttocks ■ He slipped and landed on his 
butt, [-{chiefly Brit ) bum] ■ These exercises will make your 
butt firmer. ■ Why don’t you get off your butt and do some¬ 
thing? [=why don’t you stop being so lazy and do some¬ 
thing?] — used in informal phrases where ass might also be 
used ■ Get your butt over here! [=come over here now] ■ She 
really saved my butt. [=she helped me out of a difficult situa¬ 
tion] ■ He worked his butt off [=he worked very hard] to fin¬ 
ish on time. 

2 : the thicker end of a weapon or tool ■ the butt (end) of a ri¬ 
fle 

3 a : the end part of a cigarette or cigar that is not smoked ■ 
a cigarette butt b informal : a cigarette ■ She went out to 
buy some butts. 

kick butt see ’kick 

- compare 2 Burr, “butt, 6 Burr 

2 butt noun, pi butts [count] : a person who is treated badly or 
is made fun of — usually singular; + of* As a child, she was a 
clumsy girl who was the butt of everyone’s jokes. [=people 
made jokes about her because she was clumsy] — compare 
‘butt, 4 BUTr, 6 Burr 

3 butt verb butts; butt-ed; butt-ing : to hit or push (some¬ 
thing) forcefully with the head [+ obj] A few punches were 
thrown, and then one boy butted the other before a teacher 
broke up the fight. ■ She got butted by an angry goat, [no 
obj] We saw the goat butt against the gate until it opened. 
butt heads chiefly US, informal : to disagree about how 
something should be done ■ They’ve butted heads over the 
issue a number of times. 

butt in [phrasal verb] informal : to get involved in something 
(such as a conversation or someone else’s activities) espe¬ 
cially in a rude way ■ I realize you’re trying to help, but I 
wish you wouldn’t butt in. You’re only making things 
worse. ■ Sorry to butt in (on you) like this, but I need to ask 
you a question. 

butt out [phrasal verb] chiefly US, informal : to stop being in¬ 
volved in something (such as a conversation or someone 
else’s affairs) • This has nothing to do with you! I wish you 
would just butt out\ • They told me to butt out of the 
conversation. 

- compare s Burr 

4 butt noun, pi butts [count] : a forceful hit or push with the 
head • a head butt in/to the ribs — compare 'butt, 2 butt, 
*Burr 

5 butt verb butts; butted; butting US : to place something 
right next to something else or to be right next to something 
else [+ obj] We laid the boards so that the ends were butted 
against the wall, [no obj] The floorboards are weakest where 
they butt (against each other). [=where they meet, where the 
ends of the boards touch each other] ■ The apartment build¬ 
ing butts up against an old church. — compare 3 BUTr 
6 butt noun, pi butts [count] Brit : water Burr — compare 
'Burr, 2 Burr, 4 butt 

butte /'bju.t/ noun, pi buttes [count] : a type of hill with a 
flat top and steep sides that is found in the southwestern U.S. 

- see color picture on page C7 
1 buMer /'bAta 1 / noun, pi -ters 

1 [noncount] : a solid yellow substance made from milk or 
cream that is spread on food or used in cooking ■ bread and 
butter • Would you like some butter for your potato? ■ Saute 
the onions in melted butter. — see also bread and BUTrER 

2 [count, noncount] : a food made from cooked fruit or 


roasted nuts that have been ground up • apple butter — see 
also PEANUT BUTrER 

butter wouldn’t melt in someone’s mouth chiefly Brit — 
used to say that a person who appears to be innocent, sin¬ 
cere, or kind is really not 
like a (hot) knife through butter see ‘knife 
2 butter verb -ters; -tered; -terming [+ obj] : to spread or put 
butter on (something) ■ butter a piece of bread ■ buttered 
toast 

butter up [phrasal verb] butter up (someone) or butter 
(someone) up informal : to treat (someone) very well or 
kindly in order to get something ■ He’s busy buttering up 
potential clients. 

know which side your bread is buttered on see ‘bread 
but-ter-ball /'bAta’ibail/ noun, pi -balls [count] US, infor¬ 
mal + often impolite : a person who is somewhat fat ■ I was a 
little butterball when I was a child, 
butter bean noun, pi ~ beans [count] 

1 US : a kind of small, flat bean : a small lima bean 

2 Brit : a lima bean that is dried before it is sold 
but*ter*cream /'bAta^kriim/ noun [noncount] : a soft mix¬ 
ture of butter and sugar that is used as a filling or frosting for 
cakes 

but-ter-cup /'bAta^kAp/ noun, pi -cups [count] : a wild 
plant that has small yellow flowers that are shaped like cups 
but*ter-fat /'bAta^ffet/ noun [noncount] : the natural fat of 
milk from which butter is made 
but-ter-fin-gers /'bAta^figg^z/ noun [singular] informal: a 
person who often drops things • 1 dropped my pen again. 
Why am I such a butterfingers today? 

— but-ter*fin*gered /'bAta^fiqgad/ adj ■ a butterfingered 
ballplayer 

1 but-ter«fly /'bAtasflax/ noun, pi -flies 

1 [count] : a kind of insect that has a long thin body and 
brightly colored wings and that flies mostly during the day 

— see color picture on page CIO; compare MOTH 

2 [count] often disapproving : a person who goes to many par¬ 
ties and other social events ■ a social butterfly 

3 [singular] : a way of swimming in which the swimmer’s 
face is in the water and the arms move together in a circular 
motion while the legs kick up and down ■ swimmers doing 
the butterfly ; also : a race in which the swimmers do the but¬ 
terfly • They competed in the butterfly. 

4 butterflies [plural] informal : a nervous feeling in your 
stomach ■ Even experienced musicians sometimes get butter¬ 
flies before a performance. • I have butterflies in my stomach. 

2 butterfly verb -flies; -flied; -fly-ing [+ obj] : to cut (food) 
into two pieces that are joined along one edge so that it can 
be spread apart for cooking ■ Butterfly the chicken before 
roasting. • butterflied shrimp 

butter knife noun, pi ~ knives [count] : a small knife with 
a rounded blade that is used especially for spreading butter 
on bread during a meal 

but-ter-milk /'bAta^milk/ noun [noncount] : the liquid that 
is left after butter has been made from milk or cream 
but*ter*nut squash /'bAt^nAt-/ noun.pl ~ squash or ~ 
squashes [count, noncount] : a large vegetable that has a 
pale, hard shell and yellow or orange flesh — see color pic¬ 
ture on page C4 

but*ter*SCOtCh /'bAta^skaitf/nou/i [noncount] : a hard can¬ 
dy made by boiling butter, sugar, and water — often used 
before another noun • a butterscotch sauce • butterscotch 
pudding 

but-tery /‘bAtari/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : resembling butter ■ The cheese has a buttery flavor. • a 
smooth, buttery texture 

2 : containing or covered with butter • buttery pastries/pop¬ 
corn 

buMock /'bAtak/ noun, pi -tocks [count] : either of the two 
soft parts of the body that a person sits on • the baby’s left/ 
right buttock — usually plural ■ The shirt is long enough to 
cover your buttocks. — see picture at human 
1 buMon /*bAtn/ noun, pi -tons [count] 

1 : a small, usually round piece of plastic, glass, metal, etc., 
that is sewn to a piece of clothing and is pushed through a 
loop or hole to fasten one part of the clothing to another 
part ■ a skirt/coat button • a dress with buttons down the back 
■ I lost a button on my jacket. ■ He took off his tie and undid 
the top button of his shirt. — see color picture on page C5 

2 US : a small, usually round sign that has a picture or words 
on the front and a pin on the back ^ People pin buttons to 
their clothing to show support for a person or idea. ■ She was 
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wearing a button that read “Support your local library.” ■ a 
campaign button [=a button that shows support for some¬ 
one’s political campaign] — called also (Brit) badge 
3 a : a small part of a machine that you push to make the 
machine work ■ the on/off button ■ Will you please push/ 
press the “play” button on the CD player? ■ With a fax ma¬ 
chine, you can send a document across the country with the 
touch/push of a button, b : a small area on a computer 
screen that you click on to make the computer software do 
something ■ If the information on the registration form is 
correct, click the “OK” button. — see also hot button 
(as) cute as a button informal: very cute ■ Your nephew is 
cute as a button ! 

on the button US, informal 1 : exactly at the specified time 
■ They arrived at noon on the button. [=on the dot, precisely ] 
2 : perfectly accurate ■ Your guess was (right) on the but¬ 
ton. [-on the nose ] 

push the right buttons informal : to do the things that are 
needed to produce a desired effect or result ■ The coach 
knows how to push all the right buttons to get his players 
ready for the game. 

push your buttons informal: to do or say something just to 
make you angry or upset • Don’t pay any attention to her. 
She’s just trying to push your buttons. ■ Even though they’re 
both adults now, Rita’s brother still knows how to push 
her buttons. [=he is easily able to annoy or frustrate her] 
2 button verb -tons; -toned; -ton-ing 

1 (+ obj] : to attach (a button) by passing it through a hole ■ 
He rarely buttons the top button on his shirt. 

2 (+ obj] : to close or fasten (something) with buttons ■ Will 
you button the baby’s jacket for her? — often + up ■ Be sure 
to button up your coat before you go outside. 

3 [no obj] : to have buttons for fastening ■ The skirt buttons 
on the side. 

button it informal + impolite — used to tell someone to stop 
talking • She angrily told him to button it. 
button your lip/lips or keep your lip/lips buttoned US, in¬ 
formal : to not talk about something ■ Button your lip. He’s 
coming toward us. • Don’t tell him what I said, please. You 
know he can’t keep his lips buttoned. 
blit-ton—down /'bAtn,daun/ acjj. always used before a noun 

1 a of a collar : having the ends fastened to the shirt with 
buttons ■ The shirt has a button-down collar, b of a shirt 
: having a button-down collar ■ a button-down shirt 

2 or buMoned-down /'bAtnd,daun/ [more most ~] often 
disapproving : having a very traditional and formal way of 
dressing, behaving, etc. ■ a very buttoned-down [-conserva¬ 
tive] businessman 

buMoned-up /'bAtnd'Ap/ adj [more —; most ~] : not 
friendly and open about showing feelings ■ a buttoned-up 
[-reserved] executive 

1 but-ton-hole /'bAtn,houl/ noun, pi -holes [count] 

1 : a hole in clothing through which a button is passed in or¬ 
der to fasten something 

2 Brit: boutonniere 

2 buttonhole verb -holes; -holed; -holding [+ obj] informal 
: to force (someone who is going somewhere) to stop and 
talk to you "I'm sorry I’m late. I was buttonholed by a co- 
worker just as I was leaving my office, 
button mushroom noun, pi ~ -rooms [count] : a small, 
white mushroom that is often eaten as a vegetable 
button nose noun, pi ~ noses [count] : a small, rounded 
nose 

1 buttress /'bAtras/ noun, pi -tress*es [count] : a structure 
built against a wall in order to support or strengthen it — see 
also FLYING BUTTRESS 

2 buttress verb -tresses; -tressed; -tress*ing (+ obj] : to 
support, strengthen, or defend (something) ■ The treaty will 
buttress the cause of peace. • The theory has been buttressed 
by the results of the experiment, 
but-ty /'bAti/ noun, pi -ties [count] Brit, informal : a sand¬ 
wich 

bUX*om /'bAksam/ adj, of a woman : healthy and attractive 
with large breasts ■ a buxom blonde 
1 bUV /'bai/ verb buys; bought /'bait/; buy-ing 

1 : to get (something) by paying money for it : purchase 
[+ obj] I bought a computer. ■ I bought this hat for $10. ■ He 
bought the quilt from a local artist. ■ He bought dinner for us. 
= He bought us dinner, [no obj] Stock prices are low, so now 
is a good time to buy. — opposite sell 

2 [+ obj] of money : to be able to get something ■ A quarter 
won’t buy (you) much these days. ■ Money can’t buy love. 


3 (+ obj] informal : to accept or believe (something) as true ■ 
He said it was a mistake, but I don’t buy it. 

4 (+ obj] informal : to give money to someone in order to get 
that person to do something illegal or dishonest for you 
: bribe — usually used as (be) bought ■ an honest policeman 
who can’t be bought — see also BUY OFF (below) 

5 [+ obj] : to get (something) by losing or giving up some¬ 
thing — usually used as (be) bought • Peace was finally 
bought , but at the cost of many lives. 

buy a pup see pup 

buy in [phrasal verb] buy in (something) or buy (something) 
in Brit : to buy a large amount of (something) ■ Be sure to 
buy in a lot of tinned food in case we’re snowed up. 
buy into [phrasal verb] buy into (something) 1 : to pay 
money in order to own part of (something, such as a com¬ 
pany or sports team) ■ Investors are buying into Internet 
companies. 2 : to accept or believe (something) as true ■ 
The book teaches kids not to buy into the notion that mon¬ 
ey brings happiness. 

buy it or US buy the farm informal: to die ■ I nearly bought 
the farm when my car skidded off the road. 
buy off [phrasal verb] buy off (someone) or buy (someone) 
off : to give money to (someone) for illegal or dishonest 
help ■ Many believe that Jones bought off the police so that 
he would not be investigated for the murder. — see also 
'buy 4 (above) 

buy out [phrasal verb] buy out (someone) or buy (someone) 
out : to pay money to (someone) for his or her part of a 
company or team ■ She bought out her partners so that she 
could manage the company the way she wanted to. — see 
also BUYOUT 

buy time : to get more time for someone or something ■ The 
medication won’t cure the disease but it will buy patients 
some time. [=it will allow patients to live longer] 
buy up [phrasal verb] buy up (something) or buy (something) 
up : to pay money for all or a large part of (something) ■ 
The company has bought up the old factories along the riv¬ 
er and will convert them into apartments. ■ She is buying 
up all the artist’s early work. 

2 buy noun, pi buys [count] 

1 — used to describe something that is being sold ■ The toy is 
a popular buy. [=many people are buying the toy] ■ The shoes 
were a great buy [-deal] at 50 percent off the original price. 

2 : an act of buying something ■ an undercover drug buy 
[= purchase, deal] 

buv-er /'baja 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : someone who buys something ■ The buyer and seller 
must agiee on a price for the property. ■ He’s trying to find a 
buyer for the restaurant. 

2 : someone whose job is to choose and buy the goods that a 
store will sell 

buyer’s market noun [singular] : a situation in which 
many things of the same kind are for sale, prices are low, and 
buyers have an advantage over sellers — opposite SELLER’S 

MARKET 

buying power noun [noncount] : purchasing POWER 1 ■ 
Inflation decreases consumer buying power. ■ a multinational 
corporation with a tremendous amount of buying power 

buy*OUt /'bai,aut/ noun, pi -outs [count]: the act of gaining 
control of a company by buying the parts of it you do not 
own ■ an employee/management buyout = a buyout by the 
employees/managers of the company — see also buy out at 
'buy 

1 buzz /'b/\z/ verb buzz*es; buzzed; buzz-ing 

1 [no obj] a : to make the low, continuous sound of a flying 
insect (such as a bee) ■ a buxing bee ■ Flies were buxing 
around the picnic tables, b ; to make a low, continuous 
sound ■ The doorbell buzzed loudly, c : to be filled with a 
low, continuous sound ■ My ears were still buxing [-ringing] 
hours after the concert. 

2 [no obj] : to be filled with activity, excitement, etc. ■ The 
hall buzzed with excitement as the audience waited for the 
show to start. ■ My mind is buxing with ideas. 

3 a : to send for or signal (someone) by using an electric de¬ 
vice (called a buzzer) that produces a loud, low sound [+ 
obj] The nurse buzzed the doctor who was on duty. ■ She 
buzzed her secretary to say she was going out for lunch, [no 
obj] — often + for ■ The nurse buzzed for the doctor, b [+ 
obj] : to let (someone) go into or out of a place by using an 
electric device that produces a loud, low sound as it unlocks 
a door, gate, etc. ■ Ring the bell when you arrive and some¬ 
one will buzz you into the building. ■ Let me bux you out. 
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4 [+ obj] US, informal : to call (someone) on the telephone ■ 
Buzz me when you get there. 

5 [+ obj] : to fly an airplane low over (something or some¬ 
one) ■ The plane/pilot buzzed the people watching the show. 

6 [no obj]: to go or move quickly ■ The host of the party was 
buzzing around the room talking to everyone. 

buzz off informal — used as a rude or angry way to tell 
someone to go away • He told me to buzz off. • Buzz off\ will 
you? I’m busy right now. 

— buzzing noun [noncount\ • hear the buzzing of bees 
2 buzz noun, pi buzzes 

1 [count] a : the low, continuous sound made by a flying in¬ 
sect (such as a bee) ■ We heard the buzz of the bees as we 
walked through the garden, b : a low, continuous sound ■ 
When the machine is turned on, it makes a quiet buzz. 

2 [singular] : a low sound caused by many people talking at 
the same time ■ There was a buzz of voices in the hall as the 
audience waited for the show to start. 

3 informal a [noncount] : the things that are being said 
about something ■ What’s the latest buzz about their mar¬ 
riage? ■ The buzz is that she turned down the job because the 
pay was too low. b : excited talk about something [singu¬ 
lar] There’s been quite a buzz about the new movie. ■ The 
team’s new players are creating a buzz among baseball fans. 
[noncount] There’s been a lot of buzz about the new movie. 

4 [singular] informal a : a feeling of excitement ■ Kids love 
the new game, and adults get a buzz [=kic/c] out of it too. b 
: a feeling of being somewhat drunk or intoxicated • He had 
a buzz after only two drinks. — see also buzzed 

5 [singular] informal : a telephone call ■ Give me a buzz 
[=call me] when you get there. 

bUZ'Zard /'bAzad/ noun, pi -zards [count] 

1 US : a kind of large bird that eats animals that are already 
dead 

2 Brit : a kind of large hawk 

buzz CUt noun, pi ~ cuts [count] US : crew cut — see pic¬ 
ture at HAIR 

buzzed adj, informal : slightly drunk or intoxicated ■ He was 
buzzed after only two drinks. 

bUZZ-er /'bAz a*/ noun, pi -ers [count] : an electric device 
that makes a loud sound ■ Their team was ahead by two 
points when the buzzer signaled the end of the game, 
buzz saw noun, pi ~ saws [count] US : circular saw 
buzz-word /'bAZ,w^d/ noun, pi -words [count] : a word or 
phrase that becomes very popular for a period of time 
Buzzwords are often related to a particular business or field 
of study. ■ At that time, the new buzzword in the tourism in¬ 
dustry was “ecotourism.” 

1 by /'bai, ba/ prep 

1 : close to or next to (something or someone): near ■ She 
was standing by [=beside] the window. ■ His wife was sitting 
by him. ■ They have a house by the lake. 

2 a : up to and beyond (something or someone): PAST ■ The 
bus went right by him without stopping, b : at or to (some¬ 
one's home) ■ Some friends stopped/came by our house for a 
chat. ■ Why don't you come by my place later? 

3 a — used following a passive verb to indicate the person 
or thing that does something ■ The decision was made by the 
company president. [=the company president made the deci¬ 
sion] ■ Coal has been replaced by oil. [=oil has replaced coal] ■ 
He was killed by a falling rock. [=a falling rock killed him] ■ I 
was greatly surprised by the result. [=the result surprised me 
greatly] b — used to indicate the thing that is used to do 
something ■ He opened the door by (using) force. [=he used 
force to open the door] ■ She succeeded by pure determina¬ 
tion. C — used to indicate an action that is done for a par¬ 
ticular purpose ■ You can reset the machine by pressing this 
button. [=you can press this button to reset the machine] ■ 
He began his speech by thanking the President and ended it 
by telling a joke. 

4 — used to indicate the person who wrote or created some¬ 
thing ■ a play (written) by William Shakespeare ■ This is a 
portrait of Gaugin (that was painted) by Van Gogh. 

5 a — used to indicate the method used to go somewhere, 
send something, etc. ■ Some people came by [=via] train 
while others came by car. ■ He returned by [=on, via] the last 
train. ■ They sent him a message by [-via] e-mail. ■ We drove 
here by the back roads, b — used to indicate the method 
used to enter or leave a place ■ We entered by [=through, via] 
the front door. 

6 a — used to indicate the name that is used for someone or 
something ■ The American writer Samuel L. Clemens was 


known by the name “Mark Twain.” ■ Her full name is Eliza¬ 
beth but she goes by (the nickname) “Lizzie.” ■ The Federal 
Bureau of Investigation is usually referred to by its initials 
“FBI.” b — used to indicate how someone is spoken to, 
identified, etc. "He called her by name. [=he used her name 
when he spoke to her] ■ I know her by sightbut not by name. 
[=1 know what she looks like but I don’t know her name] c 
— used to introduce the name of someone or something im¬ 
portant as proof that you are speaking the truth • I swear by 
[=in the name of] all that’s sacred that everything I’ve said is 
true. — often used in phrases like by God to add emphasis ■ 
He always said he’d retire to Hawaii, and by God , he did it! 
d : when using (a specified word or phrase) ■ What do you 
mean by “acceptable levels?” [=what levels do you consider 
acceptable?] ■ She called my theory “interesting,” but I don’t 
know what she meant by that. [=1 don’t know whether she 
was being sincere, polite, etc.] ■ It’s hard to know what the 
author intended by this phrase. 

7 — used to indicate the part of something or of a person’s 
body that is held, grasped, etc. • He grasped the shovel by 
the/its handle. [=he grasped the handle of the shovel] ■ She 
grabbed him by the arm. [=she grabbed his arm] ■ He held/ 
took his daughter by the/her hand. [=he held/took his 
daughter’s hand] 

8 a : during the time of (day or night) ■ New \brk by night 
[=at night, during the night] is very different from New \brk 
by day. [=during the day] b — used to indicate the kind of 
light that occurs or is used when something is being looked 
at, read, etc. ■ The landscape looked very different when we 
saw it by daylight than it had by moonlight. • She was trying 
to read by the light of a single candle. 

9a : not later than (a specified time): at, in, on, or before (a 
specified time) ■ We need to leave by noon at the latest. ■ 
They should be here by tomorrow. ■ I don’t know where she 
is. She should have been back by now. ■ By this time next 
year she hopes to have a new job. ■ She's planning to get mar¬ 
ried next year, by which time she hopes to have a new job. 
b : during the time until (a specified time) ■ By 2000 the U.S. 
had been an independent country for more than 200 years. 
10a : in a way that agrees with or follows (something, such 
as a rule) ■ They didn’t play by the rules, b : in a way that is 
based on (something) ■ You shouldn’t judge other people by 
(their) appearances, c : according to (something) • By my 
watch it’s nearly noon. [=my watch says that it’s nearly noon] 
11a — used to indicate units of measurement or quantity ■ 
The eggs are sold by the dozen. ■ She gets paid by the hour. ■ 
They have been making progress by small degrees, b — 
used to indicate the number that multiplies or divides anoth¬ 
er number ■ multiply 8 by 12 ■ divide 10 by 4 c — used to in¬ 
dicate the numbers of a measurement ■ The room measures 
15 feet by 20 feet. 

12 — used to indicate an amount, length, etc. • The horse 
won the race by a nose. ■ She's taller than I am by several 
inches. [=she’s several inches taller than I am] ■ The price has 
been increased by five dollars. ■ This one is better by far than 
that one. [=this one is much better than that one] 

13 — used to indicate someone's job. origin, character, etc. ■ 
She's a lawyer by profession. ■ He’s French by birth, although 
he has lived in America for many years. ■ I’m an optimist by 
nature. [=it is my nature to be optimistic] 

14a — used in phrases to describe the speed at which some¬ 
thing happens or changes ■ The work is getting done bit by 
bit [=the work is getting done gradually in small amounts] ■ 
He's getting better little by little. ■ His health is growing worse 
day by day. = His health is growing worse by the day. [=his 
health is growing worse every day] ■ The situation is getting 
more dangerous by the second/minute/hour, b — used in 
phrases to describe how a series of people or things proceed 
or are dealt with ■ They entered the room two by two. [=two 
at a time] [=two of them entered the room, then two more 
entered the room, etc.] ■ I solved the problems one by one. 
[=1 solved the first problem, then the second one, etc.] 

15 informal : in the opinion of (someone) ■ Whatever you 
want to do is fine/okay by me. [=1 am willing to agree to 
whatever you want to do] 

16 somewhat formal a : on behalf of (someone) ■ He always 
did right by his children. [=he always did the right things to 
help his children] b — used to indicate the husband or wife 
who is the parent of someone’s child ■ He had two daughters 
by his first wife and a son by his second wife. [=his first wife 
was the mother of his two daughters and his second wife was 
the mother of his son] ■ She has two children by her first hus¬ 
band. 
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by the by or by the bye old-fashioned — used to introduce 
a statement that provides added information or that men¬ 
tions another subject ■ I recently met his wife who, by the 
by [=by the way, incidentally] , is a well-known author. 
by yourself : without others : alone ■ He sat (all) by him¬ 
self, reading the newspaper. • The new law will help, but it 
can’t solve the problem (all) by itself. 9 You shouldn't lift 
that heavy box (all) by yourself. Let me help you. 

2 by /'bai/ adv 

1 : 4 past ■ The bus went right by without stopping. ■ We 
stood and applauded as the parade went/passed by. 9 The last 
few years have gone by [=have passed] so quickly. 

2 — used with put to describe something that is being kept 
or saved for a future use ■ You should be puttingsome money 
by [=aside ] for your old age. l=you should be saving some 
money for your old age] 

3 : at or to someone’s home ■ Some friends stopped/came by 
for a chat. [=some friends came by our house for a chat] ■ 
Why don’t you come by later? 

4 : close or near ■ He did it when nobody was by. [=(more 
commonly) around] 9 She lives dose by. [-nearby] 

by and by literary + old-fashioned : before too long : even¬ 
tually ■ I feel sure that we’ll succeed by and by. ^ulti¬ 
mately, in the end] 

by and large 1 : in a general way: in general ■ By and large 
[= generally, for the most part], I like the way things have 
gone. 2 : in most cases : in general ■ By and large [= gener¬ 
ally, usually] it takes a month for the shipment to arrive. 

1 bye /*bai/ interj, informal : ‘goodbye ■ Bye. I’ll see you to¬ 
morrow. — often + now 9 “See you later." “OK. Bye now." 

2 bye noun, pi byes [count] sports : a situation in which a play¬ 
er or team is allowed to go forward to the next level in a 
competition without having to play against and defeat an op¬ 
ponent ■ She got a bye into the second round of the tennis 
tournament. 

bye-bye /'baijbai/ interj, informal : ‘goodbye ■ Bye-bye ! 
See you later! — often used by children or when speaking to 
children ■ Say/Wave bye-bye, darling: it’s time to go home. 
go bye-bye informal 1 or Brit go bye-byes : to go to bed 
— used when speaking to children ■ It’s time to go bye-bye, 
darling: it’s way past your bedtime! 2 US : to go away — 
used in imitation of children’s speech ■ When the company 
went bankrupt, investors watched their money go bye-bye. 
by—election /'baja^ekjan/ noun, pi -tions [count] Brit : a 
special election that is held between regular elections to re¬ 
place someone who has died or resigned from office 
by-gone /'bai,ga:n/ adj, always used before a noun : gone by 
: from a time in the past ■ the bygpne days of our ancestors ■ 
The stone wall is from a bygone age/era. 
by-gones / l bai,ga:nz/ noun 

let bygones be bygones : to forgive someone for some¬ 
thing done to you or for a disagreement with you and for¬ 
get about it ■ I know we’ve had our fights over the years, 
but I think it’s time we let bygones be bygones. 


by-law /'bai,la:/ noun, pi -laws [count] 

1 US : a rule that an organization (such as a club or compa¬ 
ny) makes and that its members must follow 

2 : a law or regulation that is made by a local government 
and that applies only to the local area 

by-line /'baijam/ noun, pi -lines [count] : a line at the be¬ 
ginning of a newspaper or magazine article that gives the 
writer’s name 

1 by-pass /'bai.pass, Brit 'hampers/ noun, pi -pass-es [count] 

1 : a road that goes around a blocked or very crowded area ■ 
The bridge is being rebuilt so we’ll have to take the bypass. 

2 medical : a procedure done to allow blood to flow past a 
blocked blood vessel to reach the heart ■ heart bypass sur¬ 
gery ■ a double/triple/quadruple bypass [=a procedure done 
when two/three/four blood vessels are blocked] 

2 bypass verb -passes; -passed; -pass-ing [+ obf ] 

1 : to go around or avoid (a place or area) ■ To bypass the 
city, take the highway that circles it. ■ Is there a way to by¬ 
pass the bridge construction? 

2 : to avoid or ignore (someone or something) especially to 
get something done quicker ■ He bypassed the manager and 
talked directly to the owner. ■ She managed to bypass the 
usual paperwork. 

by-prod-UCt /'bai,pra:d3kt/ noun, pi -ucts [count] 

1 : something that is produced during the production or de¬ 
struction of something else — often + of 9 The chemical is a 
by-product of the oil-refining process. ■ Carbon monoxide is a 
by-product of burning fuel. 

2 : something that happens as a result of something else — 
often + of 9 The loss of jobs was an unfortunate by-product of 
the industry’s switch to new technology. 

by-Stand-er /'ba^stasnda 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a person 
who is standing near but not taking part in what is happen¬ 
ing ■ Two innocent bystanders were injured in the shooting, 
byte /‘bait/ noun, pi bytes [count] : a unit of computer in¬ 
formation that is equal to eight bits — see also gigabyte, 
KILOBYTE, MEGABYTE 

by-way /'bai,wei/ noun, pi -ways 

1 [count]: a road that is not used very much ■ I prefer to take 
byways to town. ■ He’s traveled the highways and byways of 
this country. 

2 byways [plural] : the parts of a subject that are not com¬ 
monly known ■ the byways of the art world ■ The book 
chronicles some of the interesting byways of legal history. 

by-WOrd /'bai.w^d/ noun, pi -words [count] : someone or 
something that is closely connected with a particular quality 
— usually singular; usually + for ■ The new luxury hotel is 
fast becoming a byword for hospitality. ■ Her name has be¬ 
come a byword for wit. 

byz-an-tine /'biZ3n,ti:n, Brit bai'zaen,tain/ adj [more ~; 
most —] formal + disapproving : very complicated, secret, and 
hard to understand ■ The company’s byzantine accounting 
practices have gotten it into trouble with the government. 


c 


C or C /'si:/ noun.pl c’s or CS or C’s or Cs 

1 : the third letter of the English alphabet [count] The word 
"access” is spelled with two cs. [noncount] Many English 
words begin with c. 

2 [count] : the Roman numeral that means 100 ■ CCV [=205] 

3 : a musical note or key referred to by the letter C : the first 
tone of a C-major scale [count] play/sing a C [ noncount] a 
song in the key of C 

4 [count] : a grade that is given to a student for doing average 
work ■ She got a C on the exam. ■ He’s a C student. [=a stu¬ 
dent who gets C’s for his schoolwork] 

5 — used to refer to the third of three or more people, plac¬ 
es, or things that are being considered ■ If A, B, and C divide 
the coins equally, how many does each person get? 

C- abbr 1 also ca. circa — used to indicate that a date is not 
exact • c. 1600 = ca. 1600 ^approximately in 1600] 2 US 
cup ■ 2 c. flour 

C abbr 1 Celsius 2 centigrade 3 copyright 


CA abbr California 

cab /'kasb/ noun, pi cabs [count] 

1 : 'taxi ■ Do you want to catch/get a cab? [=to get a taxi to 
stop and give you a ride] 

2 : the part of a truck, tractor, etc., in which the driver sits 
ca-bal /ka'bail, Brit ka'basl/ noun, pi -bals [count] formal + 

disapproving : a small group of people who work together se¬ 
cretly ■ a cabal plotting to overthrow the government 
ca-bana /ka'baena, Brit 'ka'barna/ noun, pi -ban*as [count] 
: a small, simple building that has a roof and usually walls 
and is often used by people at a beach or swimming pool 
cab-a-ret /,kaeb3'rei/ noun, pi -rets 

1 [count] : a restaurant where you can buy alcohol and see a 
musical show 

2 [count, noncount] : entertainment provided at a such a res¬ 
taurant — often used before another noun ■ a cabaret act/ 
singer 
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cab'bage /'kaebicfc/ noun, pi -bag-es 

1 [count, noncount ] : a leafy vegetable that has several forms; 
especially : one that grows in a tight round shape (called a 
head) — see color picture on page C4 

2 [count] Brit, informal: vegetable 2 

cab-bie or cab-by /'kaebi/ noun, pi -bies [count] informal 

: CABDRIVER 

cab-driv-er /'kaebjdraiv^/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person 
who drives a taxi 

Cab*in /'kaeban/ noun, pi -ins [count] 

1 : a small, simple house made of wood ■ a cabin in the 
woods ■ a log cabin [=a cabin made of logs] 

2 a : a room that you can sleep in on a ship or boat b : the 
part of an airplane in which the passengers sit ■ Don’t un¬ 
buckle your seat belt until the flight attendant says it is safe 
to move around the cabin. 

cabin cruiser noun, pi ~ -er [count ]: cruiser 3 
cabinet /•kaebnit/ noun, pi -nets [count] 

1 : a piece of furniture that is used for storing things and 
usually has doors and shelves ■ a kitchen/medicine cabinet 

— see also file cabinet 

2 or Cabinet : a group of people who give advice to the lead¬ 
er of a government ■ the British cabinet • a member of the 
President’s Cabinet In British English, cabinet in this sense 
is sometimes used with a plural verb. ■ The Cabinet are meet¬ 
ing now. 

Cab*i*net*mak*er /'kaebm^meika 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 
: a person who makes fine wooden furniture 

— cab-i-net-mak-ing /'kaebni^meikig/ noun [noncount] 
Cabin fever noun [noncount] : an unhappy and impatient 

feeling that comes from being indoors for too long ■ She suf¬ 
fered from cabin fever during the long winter. ■ a bad case of 
cabin fever 

1 ca-ble /•keibal/ noun, pi ca-bles 

1 a : a thick, strong rope made of wires that are twisted to¬ 
gether [count] The bridge is held up by cables, [noncount] 
Their company supplied cable for the project, b [count] : a 
wire that moves a part in a machine ■ a brake cable 

2 : a group of wires, glass fibers, etc., covered in plastic or 
rubber and used to carry electricity or electrical signals 
[count] battery cables • computer cables ■ a fiber-optic cable 
[noncount] We need more cable to hook up the computers. 

3 [count] : a message sent by telegraph : telegram 

4 [noncount] : cable television ■ Does our hotel room 
have cable ? ■ The game will be shown on cable. ■ cable news ■ 
the big cable networks/companies ■ a cable box [=a box that 
sends television signals from a cable into the television] 

2 cable verb cables; ca-bled; ca-bling : to send a message 
by telegraph : telegraph [+ obj] She cabled the news to 
the United States. • She cabled her parents for money, [no 
obj] The soldiers cabled back to headquarters, 
cable car noun, pi ~ cars [count] 

1 : a vehicle that hangs in the air from a cable that pulls it up 
and down mountains ■ The skiers took a cable car to the top 
of the mountain. 

2 : a vehicle that is pulled along tracks by a cable ■ Tourists 
packed the cable cars on the hilly streets of San Francisco. 

Cable modem noun, pi ~ -dems [count] : a device that 
connects a computer to a network (such as the Internet) 
through the same kind of cable used for cable television 
Cable television noun [noncount] : a system in which tele¬ 
vision signals are sent through cables rather than through 
the air — called also cable, cable TV 
Ca-bOO-dle /ka'bu:dl/ noun 

the whole (kit and) caboodle US, informal : everything 
■ Her father owned 5 houses and 12 cars, and when he died 
he left her the whole caboodle. • You can buy one of the 
books every month, or buy the whole kit and caboodle at 
the same time. 

ca* boose /ka'bu:s/ noun, pi -boos-es [count] US : a part 
of a train that is attached at the back end and is used by peo¬ 
ple who work on the train — called also (Brit) guard’s van 
Ca-Cao /ka'kau/ noun [noncount] : the dried seeds of a trop¬ 
ical tree that are used to make cocoa and chocolate ■ a farm¬ 
er who grows cacao ■ a cacao-producing region — often 
used before another noun ■ cacao seeds/beans [=(more com¬ 
monly) cocoa beans] ■ a cacao tree 
cache /'kaej/ noun, pi cach-es [count] 

1 : a group of things that have been hidden in a secret place 
because they are illegal or have been stolen ■ a weapons 
cache used by terrorists ■ Police found a cache of stolen cars 
in the woods. 


2 technical : a part of a computer’s memory where informa¬ 
tion is kept so that the computer can find it very quickly • 
Her new laptop has one megabyte of cache. — called also 
cache memory 

ca-chet Akae'Jei/ noun — used to say that someone or 
something is liked or respected by people [noncount] a mov¬ 
ie director with great artistic cachet • social cachet [singular] 
His research in Antarctica gave him a certain cachet among 
other scientists. 

Cack—handled /'kaek.haendad/ adj [more most ~] Brit, 

informal : clumsy or awkward ■ a cack-handed [-ham¬ 
handed] attempt at being funny 
cack-le /'kaekal/ verb cack-les; cack-led; cack-ling [no 
obj] 

1 of chickens, geese, etc. : to make loud, unpleasant sounds ■ 
The hens were cackling in the henhouse. ■ Geese cackled by 
the pond in the park. 

2 : to laugh noisily ■ I could hear my aunts cackling in the 
next room. 

— cackle noun, pi cackles [count] ■ a cackle of laughter/de¬ 
light ■ the cackle of a chicken 

Ca*COph a O*ny /kae'kccfani/ noun [singular] : unpleasant 
loud sounds ■ The sounds of barking dogs and sirens added 
to the cacophony on the streets. — usually +of m a cacophony 
of voices 

— ca-coph-o-nous /kae'ka-.fanas/ adj [more most ~] ■ a 
cacophonous birthday party 

CaC-tUS /'kaektas/ noun, pi cac-ti /'k£ek,tai/ or cac-tus-es 
also US cactus [count] : a plant that lives in the desert and 
that has many sharp points (called spines) — see color pic¬ 
ture on page C6 

Cad /'kaed/ noun, pi cads [count] old-fashioned : a rude and 
selfish man ■ He is a cad, not a gentleman. 

— cad-dish /'kzedij/ adj [more ~ most —] • caddish behav¬ 
ior ■ her caddish husband 

ca*dav*er /ka*daeva/ noun, pi -ers [count] formal : a dead 
body : corpse 

ca-dav-er-OUS /ka'daevaras/ adj [more most ~] : look¬ 
ing very thin and pale : resembling a corpse ■ A tall, cadaver¬ 
ous man led us into the library. ■ We saw a cadaverous 
[= emaciated] heroin addict sitting in the park. 

1 cad-die or cad-dy /'kaedi/ noun, pi -dies [count] : a person 
who carries a golfer’s clubs on the golf course 
2 caddie or caddy verb caddies; cad-died; cad-dy-ing 
[no obj] : to carry a golfer’s clubs on the golf course ■ I cad¬ 
died for Mr. Brewer yesterday. 

Cad-dy /'kaedi/ noun, pi -dies [count] : a small box or chest ■ 
an antique tea caddy [=a small box to keep tea in] 
ca-dence /'keidps/ noun, pi -denc-es 

1 : a regular beat or rhythm [count] the steady cadence of 
the drums [noncount] Oars moved back and forth in smooth 
cadence. 

2 [count] : the way a person’s voice changes by gently rising 
and falling while he or she is speaking ■ He speaks with a soft 
Southern cadence. 

3 [count] : an ending part of a piece of music 
ca-den-za /ka'denza/ noun, pi -zas [count] : a difficult part 

of a piece of classical music that is performed by only one 
person near the end of the piece 
Ca-det /ka'det/ noun, pi -dets [count] : a student at a mili¬ 
tary school who is preparing to be an officer • a naval cadet 

— see also space cadet 

cadge /'kaecfe/ verb cadg-es; cadged; cadg-ing [+ obj] 
: to persuade someone to give you (something) for free ■ He 
spent his time trying to cadge [=beg, bum, scrounge] drinks 
from the customers. ■ She cadged money from her sister, 
cad-mi-um /'kaedmijam/ noun [noncount] : a bluish-white 
metal that is used especially in protective coatings and in 
batteries 

caesarean, caesarean section variant spellings of ce¬ 
sarean, CESAREAN SECTION 

ca-fe also ca-fe /kae'fei, Brit 'kae,fei/ noun, pi -fes also -fes 
[count] : a small restaurant where you can get simple meals 
and drinks (such as coffee) 

sidewalk cafe or Brit pavement cafe : a cafe that has tables 
and chairs outside near the street 
caf-e-te-ria /,kaefa'tirija/ noun, pi -rias [count] : a place 
(such as a restaurant or a room in a school) where people get 
food at a counter and carry it to a table for eating ■ a school 
cafeteria 

Caff /'kaef/ noun, pi caffs [count] Brit, informal : caf£ 
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caf-fein-at-ed /'k2ef3,neitDd/ adj : containing caffeine ■ 
caffeinated beverages — opposite decaffeinated 
caMeine /kse'fiin, Brit 'k 2 e f fi:n/ noun [noncount] : a sub¬ 
stance that is found especially in coffee and tea and that 
makes you feel more awake ■ Her doctor told her to avoid 
caffeine . ■ caffeine-free [-decaffeinated] coffee/soda 
Cat»fe lat-te / , ka:fei*la:tei, Brit 'ksefei'laetei/ noun, pi -tes 

[count] : a drink that is made by mixing a type of strong cof¬ 
fee (called espresso) with hot milk — called also latte 
caf-tan or kaf-tan /'k 2 ef,t 2 en/ noun, pi -tans [count] : a long 
piece of clothing with long sleeves that is worn by men in 
countries that are just east of the Mediterranean Sea 
cage /'keicfe/ noun, pi cag-es [count] : a box made of wire 
or metal bars in which people keep animals or birds ■ a ham¬ 
ster/monkey/parrot cage — see also birdcage, rib cage 
rattle someone’s cage informal : to make someone feel 
worried or upset ■ Don’t worry about what he said. He was 
just trying to rattle your cage. 

Caged /'keicfcd/ adj : kept in a cage ■ a caged lion ■ He felt 
like a caged animal at his old job. 
ca-gey also ca-gy /'keicfei /adj ca-gi-er; -est 

1 : not willing to say everything that you know about some¬ 
thing — often + about ■ Officials are cagey about saying who 
met with the mayor. 

2 : careful to avoid being trapped or tricked ■ a cagey 
[-crafty] lawyer ■ cagey [=savvy] consumers • a cagey old 
farmer 

3 : very clever • a cagey prisoner ■ a cagey move 

— ca-gi-ly /'keicfeali/ adv — cag-i-ness noun [noncount] 
ca-hoots /ko'huits/ noun 

in cahoots informal : working together or making plans to¬ 
gether in secret — usually + with ■ He was robbed by a 
man who was in cahoots with the bartender. 

Cain see raise Cain at 'raise 

cairn /'ke&n/ noun, pi cairns [count] : a pile of stones that 
marks a place (such as the place where someone is buried or 
a battle took place) or that shows the direction of a trail 
ca-jole /ka'cfeoul/ verb -joles; -joled; -jol-ing [+ obj] : to 
persuade someone to do something or to give you something 
by making promises or saying nice things — often + into • 
She had to cajole [=coax] her husband into going with her. ■ 
My roommate cajoled me into lending him money for pizza. 

— often + from ■ My roommate cajoled [=wheedled] money 
from me. ■ The reporter cajoled information from the hospi¬ 
tal staff. 

1 Ca«jun /'keicfeon/ noun, pi -juns [count] : a person from 
Louisiana whose ancestors were French Canadian 

2 Cajun adj 

1 : made by or relating to the Cajuns ■ Cajun music ■ Cajun 
culture 

2 : prepared in a cooking style developed by the Cajuns and 
usually including spicy seasonings ■ Cajun chicken ■ Cajun 
food/cuisine 

1 cake /'keik/ noun, pi cakes 

1 : a sweet baked food made from a mixture of flour, sugar, 
and other ingredients (such as eggs and butter) [cowit] I 
made/baked three cakes for the party. ■ He blew out the can¬ 
dles on his birthday cake. • a wedding cake [noncount] a 
slice/piece of chocolate cake — often used before another 
noun ■ (US) a cake pan = (Brit) a cake tin ■ cake mix [=a com¬ 
bination of all the dry ingredients needed to make a cake] 

— see picture at baking; see also fruitcake, pound 
CAKE, SPONGE CAKE, TEA CAKE, UPSIDE-DOWN CAKE 

2 [count] : a mixture of food that has been shaped into a ball 
or a flat round shape and baked or fried ■ crab/clam/rice 
cakes ■ potato cakes — see also fish cake, pancake 

3 [count] : something that is shaped like a rectangular block 

■ a cake of soap = a soap cake 

4 [noncount] US, informal : something that is very easy to do 

■ That test was cake. — see also piece of cake 

a slice of the cake Brit : a portion or share of something ■ 
My business partner agreed to split the profits equally, but 
I know he wanted a bigger slice of the cake, [-piece/slice/ 
share of the pie] 

have your cake and eat it too (US) or Brit have your cake 
and eat it : to have or enjoy the good parts of something 
without having or dealing with the bad parts ■ They seem 
to think they can have their cake and eat it too by having 
excellent schools for their son without paying high taxes. 
icing on the cake see icing 

take the cake chiefly US : to win the prize in a contest — 
used to describe something that is extremely surprising, 


foolish, annoying, etc. ■ You’ve done some silly things, but 
this one really takes the cake\ [=(Brit) takes the biscuit] 
[=this is the silliest thing you have ever done] 

2 cake verb cakes; caked; cak-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to cover something with an outer layer that be¬ 
comes hard as it dries — usually used as (be) caked • Mud 
was caked all over the sides of his truck. = The sides of his 
truck were caked [= covered ] in/with mud. 

2 [no obj]: to become dry and hard ■ The mud had caked on 
his boots. 

cake-hole /'keik,houl/ noun, pi -holes [count] Brit, infor¬ 
mal : someone’s mouth ■ Shut your cakehole\ [=(t/S) pie 
hole] 

Cake-walk /'keik|Wa:k/ noun [singular] 

1 : an easy contest to win ■ She expected the election to be a 
cakewalk. 

2 : an easy task : piece of cake ■ Reducing the state bud¬ 
get is not going to be a cakewalk. 

cal-a-mine /'k2el9,main/ noun [noncount] : a pink liquid 
that is used to treat skin that is sore, itchy, sunburned, etc. 

— called also calamine lotion 

ca-lam-i-tous /ka'lsematas/ adj [more most ~] formal 
: causing great harm or suffering : disastrous ■ a calami¬ 
tous oil spill * the calamitous state of the nation’s economy 
ca-lam-i-ty /ka'laemati/ noun, pi -ties formal : an event that 
causes great harm and suffering : disaster [count] floods, 
earthquakes, and other calamities • an economic calamity 
[noncount] He predicted calamity for the economy, 
cal-ci-um /'k^elsijam/ noun [noncount] : a substance that is 
found in most plants and animals and that is especially im¬ 
portant in people for strong healthy bones ■ Her doctor said 
she should eat more foods that are high in calcium , such as 
milk and cheese. 

cal-cu-late /'taelkja.leit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -lat-ing [+ 

obJ\ 

1 : to find (a number, answer, etc.) by using mathematical 
processes • calculate the volume of a cylinder ■ calculate 
mass/area/distance/speed • I need to calculate how long it 
will take me to drive to Chicago. • We calculated the cost of 
new carpeting for the whole house. 

2 : to get a general idea about the value, size, or cost of 
(something) : estimate ■ We need to calculate our chances 
of success before we invest more money in the business. 

cal-cu-lat-ed /'kselkjajeitad/ adj [more most ~] : care¬ 
fully planned for a particular and often improper purpose ■ 
The TV ads were a calculated [-deliberate] attempt to de¬ 
ceive voters. ^ A calculated risk is one that is accepted after 
careful thought about the possible good and bad results of a 
particular action. ■ The army took a calculated risk when it 
attacked the enemy’s capital without using planes, 
cal-cu-lat-ing /'k2elkj9,leitir)/ adj [more most ~] : care¬ 
fully thinking about and planning actions for selfish or im¬ 
proper reasons ■ a cold and calculating [^scheming] criminal 
cal-cu-la-tion /.kglkjg'leijgn/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : a process or result of calculating something [count] Ac¬ 
cording to experts’ calculations , that star will explode within 
two billion years. ■ The computer can do millions of calcula¬ 
tions each second, [noncount] Careful calculation is re¬ 
quired to determine the required amount of fuel. 

2 : careful thought and planning that is done usually for self¬ 
ish reasons [count] The book reveals the cold calculations 
that were behind the government’s policies, [noncount] His 
positions are based on political calculation of what voters 
want to hear. 

cal-cu-la-tor /'kaelkj9|leita7 noun, pi -tors [count] : a small 
electronic device that is used for adding, subtracting, etc. ■ a 
pocket calculator [=a calculator that can fit in a shirt pocket] 

— see picture at office 

Cal-CU-IUS /*kaelkj9l9s/ noun [noncount] : an advanced 
branch of mathematics that deals mostly with rates of 
change and with finding lengths, areas, and volumes 
Caldron variant spelling of cauldron 
cal-en-dar /‘kzetenda*/ noun, pi -dars [count] 

1 ; a document, chart, etc., that shows the days, weeks, and 
months of a year ■ a wall/desk calendar ■ an appointment/en¬ 
gagement calendar 

2 : a list or schedule of events or activities that occur at dif¬ 
ferent times throughout the year ■ The university’s academic 
calendar runs from September to May. 

3 : a particular system for organizing the days of the year by 
month ■ the Jewish calendar ■ the Mayan calendar 

calendar year noun, pi ~~ years [count] : the period of 
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time from January 1 to December 31 — compare FISCAL 

YEAR 

1 calf /'kaef, Brit 'ka:f/ noun, pi calves /'ksevz, Brit 'ka:vz/ 
[count] 

1 : a very young cow 

2 : the young of various other large animals (such as the ele¬ 
phant or whale) 

— compare 2 calf 

2 calf noun, pi calves [count] : the muscular back part of the 
leg below the knee — see picture at human — compare 
‘calf 

calf*skin /'k 2 ef,skin, Brit 'ka:f,skin/ noun [noncount] : leath¬ 
er made from the skin of a calf ■ Her boots are made of calf¬ 
skin. ■ calfskin gloves 

cal-i’ber ( US ) or Brit cal*i*bre /'kaelaba 1 / noun, pi -bers 

1 [noncount] : level of excellence, skill, etc. ■ The school will 
only hire teachers of the highest caliber. [=will only hire the 
best teachers] ■ I was impressed by the high caliber of the 
team’s work. • It is exciting to meet a writer of his caliber. [=a 
writer as good/skillful as he is] ■ The two colleges are not of 
the same caliber. [=one of the colleges is better than the oth¬ 
er] 

2 [count] : a measurement of the width of a bullet or a gun 
barrel ■ a .22-caliber bullet [=a bullet that is 22 hundredths of 
an inch in diameter] ■ a high -caliber bullet 

caM-brate /'kjel3,breit/ verb -brates; -brat-ed; -brat-ing 
[+ obj] 

1 : to adjust or mark (something, such as a measuring de¬ 
vice) so that it can be used in an accurate and exact way ■ 
calibrate a thermometer 

2 : to measure (something) in an exact and precise way ■ 
carefully calibrate the dosage of a medicine 

— cal-i-bra*tion /,kael3*breijpn/ noun, pi -tions [count, 
noncount] 

cal-i-CO /'kseli'koo/ noun, pi -coes or -cos 

1 [noncount] US : a light, printed cotton cloth 

2 [noncount] Brit : a heavy, plain white cotton cloth 

3 [count] US : a cat that has white, brown, and black fur — 
called also calico cat 

— calico adj • a calico dress 

cal’i-per ( US ) or Brit caMi-per /'kaelapa/ noun, pi -pers 

1 [count] : a tool that has two narrow legs which can be ad¬ 
justed to measure the thickness or width of something — 
usually plural ■ a pair of calipers 

2 callipers [plural] Brit : metal devices that are worn to sup¬ 
port legs that have been weakened by injury or disease ■ re¬ 
covered enough to walk without callipers [=-(US) braces] 

ca*liph or ca*lif /Mceilaf/ noun, pi-Mphs or-lifs [count] : an 
important Muslim political and religious leader 
cal-is*then*ics (chiefly US) or Brit caMis-then-ics 
/.ksetas'Gemks/ noun [plural] : physical exercises that are 
done without special equipment ■ The players warmed up for 
the game by doing calisthenics. 

— cal-is-then-ic (chiefly US) or Brit caMis«then-ic 

/.kselas'Gcmk/ adj ■ calisthenic exercises 
1 call /'ka:l/ verb calls; called; calling 

Ta always followed by an adverb or preposition : to speak in a 
loud voice [no obj] He called to passersby for help. ■ She 
called up to her husband, who was at the top of the stairs. ■ 
Her husband called back down to her. ■ She saw her friends 
across the street and called over/across to them. [+ obj] He 
called her name in his sleep. — see also call out 1 (below) 
b [+ obj] : to announce or read (something) in a loud voice - 
call the roll ■ call (off) a row of figures ■ They’re calling [= an¬ 
nouncing] our flight: it’s boarding at gate 57. — see also 
call out 1 (below) c [no obj] of a bird or animal : to make 
the sound that is usual for a particular type of bird or animal 
• The birds were calling as the sun rose. 

2 : to make a telephone call [no obj] 1 call once a week to 
talk to my parents. ■ Where are you calling from? ■ May I say 
who’s calling! • Thank you for calling. • Please call back/ 
again later. ■ She called long-distance. [+ obj] I try to call my 
parents at least once a week. ■ She called me long-distance. ■ I 
called the office to get some information. ■ Please call us 
back/again later. ■ Don’t call us—we’ll call you. • In an emer¬ 
gency you should call [=dial] 911. ■ Call me when you get 
back from your vacation. — see also call 3b (below), call 
IN 1 (below), call UP 1 (below) 

3 [+ obj] a : to tell, order, or ask (someone or something) to 
come ■ I called the waiter over (to my table) and asked for 
the check, and then I called him back to order something 
else. ■ My dog comes running when he’s called. ■ She was 


called to court to testify. "He was called to the office for an 
interview. ■ soldiers who have been called to active duty ■ 
He’s not home because he was called away on business, b 
: to make a telephone call to tell, order, or ask (someone or 
something) to come ■ We had to call an ambulance. ■ He 
called a taxi but it still hasn’t come. ■ He called a taxi for me. 
= He called me a taxi. — see also call 2 (above) 

4 [+ obj] a : to give a name to (someone or something) • Her 
parents called [-named] her Katherine after/for her grand¬ 
mother. ■ The immigrants settled along the river and called 
their new town “Brookhaven.” b : to talk to or refer to 
(someone or something) with a specified name • Her name is 
Katherine but her friends all call her “Kitty.” ■ This part of 
the city is called “The Old Town.” • It’s important to call 
things by their right names. ■ Human beings belong to a large 
group of animals called “mammals.” ■ The other children 
called him (bad) names. [=the other children spoke to him 
with cruel and insulting words in place of his name] — see 
also name-calling C : to regard or think of (someone or 
something) in a certain way ■ Some people say he’s a good 
man, but I call him a fool. [=1 consider him to be a fool] ■ She 
went out in the rain without an umbrella? I call that pretty 
foolish. • He’s not what you would call a generous man. 
[=he’s not a generous man] ■ Her sense of humor is what you 
might call subtle. [=she has a subtle sense of humor] ■ (You 
can) Call me foolish if you like, but I still think people are 
basically good. • It costs 99 cents: let’s call it an even dollar 
for simplicity’s sake. ■ You may not agree with him, but he 
calls them like he sees therri [=he states his opinion in an 
open, honest, and direct way] ■ You did me a favor and I did 
you a favor, so let’s call It even. 

5 [+ obj] : to give the order for (something, such as a meet¬ 
ing) ■ call [= convene ] a meeting ■ call an election ■ The union 
has threatened to call a strike against the company. • The 
chairman called a halt to [=stopped] the discussion. 

6 [no obj] : to make a brief visit ■ He called to pay his re¬ 
spects. ■ We’re planning to call [=stop] at a friend’s house on 
the way home. — see also call at (below), call for 2 (be¬ 
low), CALL IN 2 (below), CALL ON 5 (below) 

7 [+ obj]: to say or guess what the result of something will be 
■ Nobody else thought the election would turn out as it did, 
but he called [=predicted] it exactly right! ■ You called it! 
[=you correctly said what would happen] ■ call the toss of a 
coin ■ We flipped a coin; he called heads, and heads it was! ■ 
The election is still too close to calk [=the election is too 
close to say who will win] 

8 [+ obj] sports a : to stop or cancel (something, such as a 
baseball game) because of bad conditions ■ The game was 
called on account of rain, b : to make an official ruling or 
decision about (something, such as a pitched ball or a play¬ 
er’s action) ■ Only the umpire has the right to call balls and 
strikes. ■ The pitch was called a strike. [=the umpire said that 
the pitch was a strike] • The umpire called the runner safe/ 
out. ■ call a serve in/out ■ She was called for being offside. 
[=the official said that she was offside] C American football 
: to say or decide what kind of play will be used ■ The quar¬ 
terback called a running play. 

9 poker : to require (a player) to show a hand by making an 
equal bet [+ obj] I call you. [no obj] I call. 

call a spade a spade see spade 

call at [ phrasal verb] call at (a place) of a boat or ship : to stop 
at (a place) briefly ■ The ship called at the port. 
call down [phrasal verb] call down (something) or call 
(something) down literary : to pray or ask God to do some¬ 
thing to someone ■ He called down a blessing/curse on the 
king. [=he prayed that the king would be blessed/cursed] 
call for [phrasal verb] 1 call for (something) a : to say or 
demand publicly that something is needed or should be 
done ■ The opposition has called for an investigation. • The 
government has called for [-asked for] calm and restraint, 
b : to indicate that something is needed or should be done 
• The plan calls for three windows to be added. ■ You’ve 
won! That calls for a celebration! [=we should celebrate be¬ 
cause you’ve won] C : to require or demand (something) 
as necessary or proper ■ The job calls for typing skills. 
[=you must have typing skills to do the job] ■ Action is ur¬ 
gently called for [-needed] in order to avert catastrophe! ■ 
These new problems call for [= require ] further investiga¬ 
tion. ■ His rude behavior was not called for. [=his behavior 
was uncalled-for/inappropriate] 2 call for (someone or 
something) : to go to a place to get (someone or some¬ 
thing) ■ I’ll call for you (at your house) after dinner. 
call forth [phrasal verb] call forth (something) or call (some- 
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thing) forth : to bring (a memory, image, etc.) into the 
mind • These events call forth [= elicit, evoke ] strong feel¬ 
ings. 

call In [phrasal verb ] 1 a : to make a telephone call to a 

place (such as the place where you work) • She called In 
sick yesterday. [=she telephoned the place where she 
works to say that she was sick and would not be coming to 
work] b : to make a telephone call to a radio or television 
program ■ Thousands of people called in to make a dona¬ 
tion. ■ Many people have called in (to the show) with ques¬ 
tions about the new law. — see also call-in c call 
(something) In or call In (something) : to deliver (some¬ 
thing, such as a message) by making a telephone call ■ He 
called in an order for pizza. 2 : to go in somewhere to 
make a visit — often + on ■ I called in on an old friend [=1 
visited an old friend] while I was in New York on business. 
3 call (something) In or call In (something) a : to say that 
something that has been given or sent should be returned ■ 
The manufacturer has called in all its defective products, 
b : to demand payment of (a loan) • The bank has called in 
the loan. 4 call (someone) In or call In (someone) : to ask 
for the help or services of (someone) ■ They may have to 
call in a mediator to settle the strike. ■ Rescue workers 
have been called in to help search for survivors. 
call Into action see action 

call Into question also US call Into doubt: to make people 
doubt something ■ His report calls into question the earlier 
reports we had. [=his report makes us feel not certain that 
the earlier reports were true] ■ This news calls her loyalty 
into question. [=makes people doubt that she is loyal] 
call It a day/nlght: to stop an activity (such as work) for 
the remainder of the day or night ■ We’ve done enough 
work for now: let’s call it a day. ■ It’s getting late. I think we 
should call it a night, 
call It quits see quits 

call off [phrasal verb] 1 call off (something) or call (some¬ 
thing) off : to stop doing or planning to do (something) ■ 
We had to call off [=cancel\ our trip. ■ The police have de¬ 
cided to call the investigation off. [=to stop the investiga¬ 
tion] 2 call off (someone or something) or call (someone 
or something) off : to cause or tell (a person or animal) to 
stop attacking, chasing, etc. ■ The dog was barking and 
growling at me until its owner called it off. 
call on/upon [phrasal verb] 1 call on/upon (someone or 

something) : to ask (someone or something) to do some¬ 
thing : to say that someone or something should do some¬ 
thing — followed by to + verb ■ The opposition has called 
on/upon the governor to resign. [=the opposition has said 
that the governor should resign] ■ You may be called upon 
to do several jobs. ■ Universities are called upon to produce 
trained professionals. [=it is the job of universities to pro¬ 
duce trained professionals] 2 call on/upon (someone) : to 
ask for help from (someone) ■ Is there anyone you can call 
on in an emergency? 3 call on/upon (something) : to use 
(something, such as a talent or skill) ■ She had to call on/ 
upon all her reserves of strength and skill to meet the chal¬ 
lenge. 4 call on (someone) : to ask for a response from 
(someone, such as a student) ■ I was hoping the teacher 
wouldn’t call on me, because I didn’t know the answer. 5 
call on (someone) : to make a brief visit to (someone) ■ I’m 
planning to call on an old friend after I leave here. 6 call 
(someone) on (something) US, informal: to directly criti¬ 
cize (someone) for (something, such as bad behavior) ■ 
He’s incredibly rude, but no one ever calls him on it. [=no 
one ever tells him that he should stop being so rude] 
call out [phrasal verb ] 1 call out or call (something) out or 
call out (something) : to speak in a loud voice ■ He called 
out to passersby for help. ■ He called out in his sleep. : to 
say (something) in a loud voice ■ He called out her name in 
his sleep. - He called out a cry for help.: to announce or 
read (something) in a loud voice ■ call out a number 2 call 
out (someone) or call (someone) out a : to order or tell (a 
group of people, such as soldiers) to come or go some¬ 
where ■ The governor has called out troops to help control 
the riot. ■ Emergency workers were called out to help with 
efforts to control the flood, b : to order or tell (workers) 
to go on strike ■ Factory workers are expected to be called 
out on strike if a new contract isn’t signed by tomorrow. 
call (someone) on the carpet see Carpet 
call (something) to order see 'order 
call the shots see 'shot 
call the tune see 'tune 
call time see 'time 


call to account see 'account 
call to mind see 'mind 

call up [phrasal verb ] 1 call (someone) up or call up (some¬ 
one) chiefly US : to make a telephone call to (someone) ■ I 
haven’t spoken to her in years, but I called her up last night 
and we talked for hours. ■ Call me up when you get back 
from your vacation. ■ I called up my doctor and made an 
appointment. 2 call (something) up or call up (some¬ 
thing) a : to bring (something, such as a memory) into 
the mind ■ The sound of the ocean called up [=brought 
back ] memories of my childhood, b : to bring (strength, 
courage, etc.) from within yourself ■ He will have to call up 
all his reserves of strength to meet this challenge. C : to 
get (something) from the memory of a computer and show 
it on the screen * call up an old document for revision 3 
call (someone) up or call up (someone) a : to order or tell 
(someone) to come or appear • The prisoner was called up 
before a magistrate, b : to bring (an athlete) to a higher 
league ■ a minor-league player who is being called up to the 
major leagues C : to order (soldiers) to come for active 
military duty ■ call up the reserves — see also call-up 
call your bluff see 2 bluff 
2 call noun, pi calls 

1 [count] : an act of using the telephone : an act of calling 
someone on the telephone ■ a phone/telephone call ■ A local 
call costs less than a long-distance or an international call. • 
If there are any calls for me during the meeting, say that I’ll 
call back later. ■ I got a call from my brother last night. • in¬ 
coming/outgoing calls ■ “There’s someone on the phone for 
you, sir." "Tell them I can’t take their call now [=1 can’t speak 
to them on the phone now] but I’ll return their call [=I’ll call 
them back] as soon as I can.” • Give me a call when you get 
back from your trip. [=call me when you get back] — see 
also TOLL CALL, TRUNK CALL, WAKE-UP CALL 

2 [count] a : an act of calling with the voice : a loud cry or 
shout ■ He gave a call to passersby for help, b : the sound 
made by an animal or bird ■ We heard a bird that had a very 
loud and unusual call. C : an imitation of the sound made 
by a bird or animal ■ He’s an expert at doing bird calls, d : a 
device that is used to imitate the sound made by a bird ■ He 
has a large collection of duck calls, e : a loud sound or sig¬ 
nal made with a musical instrument ■ a bugle call • the call of 
a trumpet 

3 a [count] : a public request or statement that asks or tells 
people to do something ■ The government has issued a call to 
its supporters to defend it and hopes they will answer/heed 
its call. • issue a call = put out a call • The campaigners re¬ 
newed their calls for reform. ■ Their calls have gone unheed¬ 
ed. ■ The political party has issued a call to action. — see also 
clarion call, curtain call, call to arms at 2 ARM b : a 
request for something [count] We get many calls for Christ¬ 
mas stories, [noncount] There’s not much call for ice cream 
at this time of year. [=not many people want ice cream at this 
time of year] ■ There is very little call for his services during 
the summer, c [noncount] : a reason for doing something 
— used in negative statements to criticize someone’s behav¬ 
ior ■ There was no call for your rudeness. = There was no call 
for you to behave so rudely. [=you were wrong to behave so 
rudely; your rudeness was uncalled-for] 

4 [count] : a brief visit ■ I made/paid a brief social call on an 
old friend. = I paid an old friend a brief social call. ■ The ship 
made a call at Newport [=the ship stopped briefly at New¬ 
port] before proceeding to New Orleans. ■ The doctor was on 
a call when her patient came to the office. — see also house 
CALL, PORT OF CALL 

5 [count]: something that is called or announced ■ I flipped a 
coin, and the call was heads.; especially : an announcement 
telling passengers to get on a plane, train, etc., that will be 
leaving soon ■ This is the last call for Flight 139, now board¬ 
ing at Gate 57. = This is the last call for passengers to board 
Flight 139 at Gate 57. — see also last call 

6 [count] a : a decision made by an official in a sports con¬ 
test ■ The runner was called out at home plate, and the man¬ 
ager came out to argue about the call, b chiefly US : a deci¬ 
sion ■ "Should we stay or go?” “I don’t know. It’s a tough call 
(to make).” ■ I’ll let you make the call. ■ “How should we deal 
with this problem?” "I don’t know: It’s your call.” [-you can 
decide how we should deal with this problem] — see also 
CLOSE CALL, JUDGMENT CALL 

7 [singular] : the appeal or attraction of something that 
makes a person want to go somewhere ■ sailors who cannot 
resist the call of the open ocean ■ He heard the call of the 
wild. [=he felt the desire to go out to wild places far away 
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from most people] — see also call of nature 
8 [count ]: something that requires a person’s attention or ef¬ 
fort — + on ■ There are many calls [=< demands] on the time of 
a busy housewife. [=there are many things that a busy house¬ 
wife must spend time doing] 
at someone’s beck and call see ‘beck 
on call : available to be called when needed : ready to come 
when needed ■ a doctor who is on call throughout the day 
call-back/'ka l.baek/ noun, pi -backs [count] 

1 : a return telephone call • She got constant callbacks from 
the salesman even after she asked him to stop calling. 

2 : an official request or order for someone or something to 
return: such as a : a call for employees to come back to 
work ■ With the latest callback , the factory will employ 
30,000 workers, b : a request to a worker to come back and 
fix problems ■ If he used better materials, he wouldn't have 
so many callbacks. 

call box noun, pi ~ boxes [count] 

1 US : a telephone that is located on the side of a road and 
that is used for reporting emergencies 

2 Brit : a public telephone booth 

call-er /'ka:W noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who calls: 
such as a : a person who makes a telephone call ■ The po¬ 
lice have received information from an anonymous caller. 
b : a person who comes to visit someone ■ She’s had several 
callers at her house in the past few days, 
caller display noun [noncount] Brit : caller id 
Caller ID noun [noncount] : a service that allows you to see 
who is calling before you answer a telephone call ■ a phone 
system with caller ID — called also (Brit) caller display 
Call forwarding noun [noncount] : a service that allows 
you to have a telephone call sent to a different number 
call girl noun, pi ~ girls [count] : a prostitute who arranges 
to meet with men who call her on the telephone 
caMig-ra-phy /ka’ligrafi/ noun [noncount] : the art of mak¬ 
ing beautiful handwriting • Arabic calligraphy 

— cal-lig-ra-pher /ka'ligref »I noun, pi -phers [count] 
call-in /'ka:l,m/ noun, pi -ins [count] US : a radio or televi¬ 
sion show in which telephone calls from members of the au¬ 
dience are included as part of the broadcast — usually used 
before another noun ■ a call-in radio show — called also 
(( chiefly Brit ) phone-in ; see also call in lb at ‘call 

calling /Mca:lii)/ noun, pi -ings [count] 

1 : a strong desire to spend your life doing a certain kind of 
work (such as religious work) ■ He had always felt a calling 
to help others. ■ He experienced a calling to enter the priest¬ 
hood. ■ For Mary, teaching wasn’t a job, it was a calling, [-vo¬ 
cation] 

2 : the work that a person does or should be doing • She dis¬ 
covered architecture as her true calling [=vocation] while in 
college. • He feels he missed his calling [=did not have the 
career he should have] by not becoming a doctor. 

calling card noun,pi ~ cards [count] US 

1 : a plastic card that allows a person to charge telephone 
calls to an account — called also phone card 

2 old-fashioned : a small card presented when making a for¬ 
mal visit to someone that has the name and sometimes the 
address of the visitor — often used figuratively to describe 
something that identifies a particular person or group ■ The 
young actor's bright smile is his calling card. — called also 
(Brit) visiting card 

Call letters noun [plural] : call sign 
call number noun, pi -bers [count] : a combination of 
numbers and letters that is used to show where a book is lo¬ 
cated in a library 

call of nature noun 

the call of nature humorous : the need to use a toilet ■ He 
had to leave suddenly to answer/obey the call of nature. 
cal-IOUS /'kaebs/ adj [more most ~] disapproving : not 
feeling or showing any concern about the problems or suf¬ 
fering of other people ■ a selfish and callous young man ■ a 
callous refusal to help the poor ■ a very callous remark 

— cal-lous-ly adv ■ Some of us were treated callously. 
— cal-lous-ness noun [noncount] ■ callousness toward 
the poor 

Ca Mo Used /'kaebst/ adj [more most ~] : having hard 
and thick skin : having calluses ■ calloused hands/feet 
caMow /'kzelou/ adj cal-low-er; -est [also more most ~] 
cften disapproving — used to describe a young person who 
does not have much experience and does not know how to 
behave the way adults behave • a callow [immature] youth • 


training callow [-inexperienced] recruits for the army 

— cal-low-ness noun [noncount] 

call Sign noun, pi ~ signs [count] : a combination of letters 
and numbers that is used to identify someone or something 
in a radio broadcast 
Call-Up /'kadiAp/ noun, pi -ups 

1 [count] sports a : a decision to bring an athlete to play in a 
higher league • a minor-league baseball player who is hoping 
for a call-up to the major leagues b : a player who is 
brought up to a higher league • The pitcher in tonight’s game 
is a recent call-up from the minors. 

2 : an order telling someone to report for military service 
[count] military call-ups [noncount] He opposes the call-up 
of more troops. — often used before another noun ■ They 
received their call-up notices. — see also call up at ‘call 

cal-IUS /'kaebs/ noun, pi -lus-es [count] : a hard and thick¬ 
ened area on the skin and especially on the hands or feet 
Call waiting noun [noncount]: a service that makes it possi¬ 
ble for someone who is speaking on the telephone to receive 
another call without ending the first one ■ Do you have call 
waiting? 

1 calm /'ka:m/ adj calm-er; -est 

1 : not angry, upset, excited, etc. ■ The teacher asked us to 
remain/stay calm after the fire alarm went off. ■ The capital 
city was calm despite rumors of a possible terrorist attack. 
[=people in the city behaved in the usual way; there was not 
a lot of excited or fearful activity in the city] ■ Let’s try to 
have a calm discussion about your grades. ■ My brother is al¬ 
ways calm, cool, and collected. [=he never gets very upset] 

2 — used to describe weather that is not windy, stormy, etc. 

■ a calm day ■ They’re predicting calm winds today. ■ a calm 
sea [=a sea that has no waves or only very small waves] 

— calm-ly adv [more most ~] ■ The coach calmly told her 
players what to do next. — calm-ness noun [noncount] • I 
suddenly had a great feeling of calmness. 

2 Calm noun 

1 : a quiet and peaceful state or condition [noncount] After 
two days of violent protests, the mayor appealed/pleaded for 
calm. • The calm was broken by another terrorist bombing. ■ 
the calm of a church ■ Police tried to restore calm after the 
riot, [singular] A quiet calm settled over the city. 

2 [count] : a peaceful mental or emotional state — usually 
singular ■ The coach was able to keep his calm during the 
game. • Everyone noticed her outward calm at the funeral. 
the calm before the storm see ‘storm 

3 calm verb calms; calmed; calm-ing 

1 : to become or to cause (someone) to become less upset, 
emotional, excited, etc. [+ obj] The mayor tried to calm 
[=quiet, settle] the protesters. ■ His words were effective in 
calming her fears. — often + down • The mayor tried to calm 
down the crowd, [no obj] — + down ■ The mayor asked the 
protesters to calm down so he could speak. ■ He needs to 
calm down enough to tell police about the accident. 

2 : to become or to cause (something) to become less active, 
violent, forceful, etc. [no obj] The winds calmed overnight. 

— usually + down • The winds calmed down overnight. ■ The 
dispute over the new factory has finally calmed down. [+ 
obj] The medicine helped calm her breathing. — often + 
down - We need to calm the situation down a little. 

cal-O-rie /'kaebri/ noun, pi -ries [count] : a unit of heat used 
to indicate the amount of energy that foods will produce in 
the human body ■ foods with high/low calories ■ You should 
try to eat fewer calories [=eat less food with high calories] 
and exercise more. ■ a low -calorie diet ■ No dessert for me— 
I’m watching/counting my calories. [=being careful not to 
eat too much] 

— ca-lo-ric /ka'lonk/ adj [more —; most ~] ■ caloric intake/ 
restriction/values • caloric foods [=foods that contain 
many calories] — cal-o-rif-ic Akasb'nfik/ adj, technical • 
the calorific content of fat 

cal-um-ny /'kaebmni/ noun, pi -nies [count] formal : an 
untrue statement that is made to damage someone’s reputa¬ 
tion ■ They uttered calumnies against him.; also [noncount] 
: the act of making such statements ■ He was the target of 
calumny for his unpopular beliefs, 
calve /'kasv/ verb calves; calved; calv-ing [no obj] of a 
cow : to give birth to a calf • The cow calved in the barn. 
Calves plural of calf 

Cal-Vifl-ism /'kaelv3,niZ3m/ noun [noncount] ; a Christian 
set of beliefs that is based on the teachings of John Calvin 
and that stresses God’s power and the moral weakness of hu¬ 
man beings 
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— Cal'Vin*ist /'kselvarust/ noun, pi -ists [count] 
— Calvinist adj — Cal-vin-ist-ic ^kzelva'mstik/ adj 
Ca-lyp-SO /ka'hpsoo/ noun, pi -SOS [noncount] : a lively 
musical style from the West Indies that usually has humor¬ 
ous lyrics concerning current topics (such as politics); also 
[count] : a song of this style 

cal-zone /kasl'zoon/ noun, pi calzone or cal*zones 

[count] chiefly US : a food originally from Italy that consists 
of baked or fried dough folded over and filled with tomato 
sauce, cheese, etc. 

cam /'kaem/ noun, pi cams [count] technical : a part of a ma¬ 
chine (such as an engine) that changes circular motion into 
another type of motion (such as forward motion) 
ca*ma«ra-de-rie /kam'rardari, Brit ^aema'rardari/ noun 
: a feeling of good friendship among the people in a group 
[noncount] There is great camaraderie among the team¬ 
mates. [singular] They have developed a real camaraderie 
after working together for so long, 
cam-ber /'kaemb^/ noun, pi -bers [count] : a slight down¬ 
ward curve from the middle to the sides of a surface (such as 
a road) 

cam*bric /'keimbrik/ noun [noncount] : a light, thin, white 
linen or cotton cloth 

cam-COrd-er /'kaem.koa'd^/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a small 
video camera for personal use 
ca me past tense of ' COME 
cam-el /'ksemal/ noun, pi 
-els [count] : a large ani¬ 
mal of Africa and Asia 
that has a long neck and 
one or two large humps 
on its back and that is of¬ 
ten used for desert travel 
the straw that breaks 
the camel’s back see 

STRAW 

Cam-em-bert 

/’kseman^bea 1 / noun [non¬ 
count] : a type of soft yel¬ 
low cheese from France 
cam-eo /'kaem^oo/ noun, pi -eos [count] 

1 : a small role in a movie, play, etc., that is performed by a 
well-known actor ■ He has a brief cameo in the film. ■ a cam¬ 
eo role 

2 : a piece of jewelry that has a carved design shown against 
a background of a different color — see color picture on 
page C11 

Cam-era /'kasmra/ noun, pi -er-as [count] : a device that is 
used for taking photographs or for making movies, televi¬ 
sion programs, etc. 

off camera : away from a television or movie camera : not 
on television or in a movie ■ He is a different person (when 
he’s) off camera. 

on camera : within the range of a television or movie cam¬ 
era : on television or in a movie ■ He looks very relaxed 
(when he’s) on camera. ■ His attempt to break into the 
store was caught on camera. [=a camera recorded his at¬ 
tempt to break into the store] 



cam-era-man /’kaem^maen/ noun, pi -men /-man/ 
[count] : someone (especially a man) who uses a camera to 
film something (such as a movie or television show) 
cam-era-per-SOn /'ksemra.pa'sn/ noun, pi -peo-ple 
/-,pi:pal/ [count] : a cameraman or camerawoman 
cam-era-wom-an /'ksemra,woman/ noun, pi -wom-en 
/-,wiman/ [count] : a woman who uses a camera to film 
something (such as a movie or television show) 


cam-i-sole /'kaema^ool/ noun, pi -soles [count] : a light 
piece of clothing for women that is worn on the top part of 
the body, does not have sleeves, and is often worn alone or 
under a blouse — see color picture on page C13 
camo /'ksemoo/ noun [noncount] US, informal : 'camou¬ 
flage — often used before another noun ■ a camo jacket ■ 
camo pants 

camomile variant spelling of chamomile 
1 cam-OU-flage /'kaema,fla:3/ noun 

1 [noncount] a : a way of hiding something (such as mili¬ 
tary equipment) by painting it or covering it with leaves or 
branches to make it harder to see ■ The army tanks were 
painted green and brown for camouflage, b : the green and 
brown clothing that soldiers and hunters wear to make them 
harder to see ■ Troops in full camouflage. — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ a camouflage jacket ■ camouflage pants ■ 
camouflage gear 

2 : something (such as color or shape) that protects an ani¬ 
mal from attack by making the animal difficult to see in the 
area around it [singular] The rabbit’s white fur acts as a 
camouflage in the snow, [noncount] Rabbits use their white 
fur as camouflage in the snow. 

3 : behavior that is meant to hide something or convince an¬ 
other of something that is not true [singular] Her so-called 
charity work was a camouflage for her own self-interest. 
[noncount] His tough attitude served as camouflage. 

Camouflage verb -flag-es; -flaged; -flagging [+ obj\ : to 
hide (something) by covering it up or making it harder to see 

■ The swimming pool was camouflaged [=hidden] by a hedge. 

■ The makeup camouflages blemishes. ■ camouflaged sol¬ 
diers/animals ■ She camouflaged [=hid] her feelings well. ■ It 
was impossible to camouflage the facts. 

1 camp /'kaemp/ noun, pi camps 

1 a : a place that is usually far away from cities and that has 
tents, small houses, etc., that people can live in for a short 
period of time [count] Fishing camps are located all along 
the river. ■ army camps ■ a refugee camp [noncount] The sol¬ 
diers were confined to camp. » The hikers decided to pitch / 
make camp just before sunset. ■ They set up camp for the 
night. —see also boot camp, concentration camp. 
DEATH CAMP, LABOR CAMP, PRISON CAMP b a town that 
has been set up so people can live there and work nearby ■ a 
logging/mining camp 

2 a ; a place usually in the mountains or by a lake where 
young people can do different activities during the summer 
[noncount] With the kids away at camp , the house is very 
quiet. ■ The children have fond memories of summer camp, 
[count] a music camp ■ There are several day camps [=camps 
where children spend the day and then return home at the 
end of the day] in the area. — often used before another 
noun ■ a camp counselor/director b : a place where ath¬ 
letes train before the beginning of a season [count] The 
sports writer visited a few training camps, [noncount] Our 
star pitcher injured his arm in camp this spring. 

3 [count] : a group of people who support or believe in cer¬ 
tain ideas ■ There are two proposals to consider, one from 
each camp. ■ the Democratic/Republican camp • Even with¬ 
in the conservative camp , there is quite a wide range of opin¬ 
ion. ■ We are in the same camp, [=we have the same opinions, 
ideas, etc.] 

break camp : to take down the tents and other parts of a 
camp in order to leave ■ The soldiers broke camp at dawn. 

— compare 3 camp 

2 camp verb camps; camped: camp.jng [no obi] : to sleep 
outdoors usually in a tent ■ The hikers camped by the lake. 
camp out [phrasal verb] 1 : to sleep outdoors usually in a 
tent ■ We camped out [=camped] under the stars. ■ Fans 
camped out [=spent the night outside] in huge numbers to 
purchase tickets in the morning. — see also campout 2 
informal a : to live in a place for a short period of time ■ I 
camped out at a friend’s apartment until I found a place of 
my own. b US : to stay in a place for a period of time ■ He 
camped out in the library for the afternoon. 

— compare 4 camp 

3 camp noun [noncount] — used of art and entertainment 
when qualities that are normally considered bad (such as ex¬ 
cessive emotion and bad acting) are exaggerated so much 
that they become interesting and funny ■ movie-goers who 
appreciate camp — compare 'camp 

— camp adj ■ We went to see the movie for its camp value. ■ 
The performance has become a camp classic. — camp-i-ly 
/'kaempali/ adv ■ The movie was campily outrageous. 
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— camp-i-ness /'kaempinas/ noun [singular] ■ the campi- 
ness of the movie — campy /'kzempi/ adj camp-i-er; -est 
US ■ a campy comedy/movie 
4 camp verb camps; camped; camping 

camp it up informal : to act with exaggerated speech or ges¬ 
tures ■ He really camped it up on stage. 

- compare 2 camp 

1 cam«paiqn /kgem'pein/ noun, pi -paigns [count] 

1 : a series of activities designed to produce a particular re¬ 
sult • an election campaign [=a campaign to win a political 
election] ■ a presidential campaign • The group launched/ 
mounted/led a campaign to protect the area from commer¬ 
cial development. ■ the campaign against drugs • an expen¬ 
sive advertising campaign • The university is organizing a 
campaign to attract a more diverse student population. — 
often used before another noun ■ campaign contributions ■ 
She kept/broke her campaign promises. ■ a campaign slogan 

2 : a series of military battles, attacks, etc., designed to pro¬ 
duce a particular result in a war ■ a bombing campaign 

2 campaign verb -paigns; -paigned; -paign-ing [no obj] 

: to lead or take part in a campaign to support or oppose 
someone or something or to achieve something ■ She cam¬ 
paigned to save the town library. ■ He campaigned hard to 
get more funding. ■ a time when women were campaigning 
for the right to vote ■ 1 campaigned for/against her when she 
ran for governor. ■ He campaigned for president/governor/ 
mayor. = He campaigned for the presidency/govemorship/ 
mayoralty. [=he tried to be elected president/govemor/may- 
or] 

— cam-paign-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ civil rights cam¬ 
paigners — campaigning noun [ noncount] 

cam-pa-ni-le /(kaempa'nidi/ noun, pi -les [count] : a tall 
tower with a bell in it 

camp bed noun, pi ~ beds [count] Brit : cot 1 
camp-er /'kaempay noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who sleeps outdoors, in a tent, or in a simple 
shelter usually for enjoyment for a short period of time ■ 
Rangers warned campers that leaving food outside might at¬ 
tract bears. ■ A careless camper accidentally started a fire in 
the woods. — see also happy camper 

2 US : a type of vehicle or special trailer that people can live 


and sleep in when they are traveling or camping — called 
also (Brit) camper van, (Brit) caravan 

3 : a young person who goes to a camp during the summer 
to do different activities 

camp-fire /'kaempjfajay noun, pi -fires [count] : a fire that 
is built outdoors at a camp or picnic area ■ We gathered 
around a campfire and shared stories. 

Camp Fire girl noun, pi ~ girls [count] US : a girl who is a 
member of a national organization for young people from 
ages 5 to 18 

camp follower noun, pi ~ -ers [count] 

1 : a person who spends time with or near a group or person 
in order to gain some advantage • media camp followers • the 
famous boxer and his camp followers 

2 : a person who follows a group of soldiers as they move to 
different areas and sells goods and services to them 

camp-ground /'kasmp^raund/ noun, pi -grounds [count] 
chiefly US : an area or place that is used for camping : a 
place where people can put up a tent or park a camper and 
that usually has toilets and showers for campers to use 

cam-phor /'kzemfay noun [noncount] : a white substance 
with a strong smell that is used in medicine and to keep in¬ 
sects away 

Camping noun [noncount]: the activity of sleeping outdoors 
in a tent usually for enjoyment • Camping is one of our fa¬ 
vorite things to do. • She likes to go camping on weekends. 

— camping adj ■ camping equipment/gear ■ a camping trip 

camp meeting noun, pi ~ -ings [count] US : a religious 
meeting that is held outdoors and is often attended by people 
who camp nearby 

camp-OUt /'k 2 emp,aut/ noun, pi -outs [count] US : an occa¬ 
sion when people go camping together ■ our annual campout 
in Vermont — see also camp out at 2 Camp 

camp-site /'kasmp.sait/ noun, pi -sites [count] 

1 US ; a place where people can put up a tent ■ The campsite 
includes a picnic table and a grill for cooking. 

2 Brit : campground 

cam-pus /'kzempas/ noun, pi -pus-es : the area and build¬ 
ings around a university, college, school, etc. [count] Visi¬ 
tors crowded the campus on graduation day. ■ Rallies were 
held on college/university campuses across the country. ■ We 



backpack (chiefly US), 
rucksack (chiefly Brit ) 


backpack (chiefly US), 
daypack (US), 
rucksack (chiefly Brit) 


air mattress, air bed 
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walked around the campus on our first day. [noncount] 
How do you like living on campus ? [=in the dormitories/ 
housing provided by the school] ■ She prefers living off cam¬ 
pus. [=she prefers not living in the dormitories/housing pro¬ 
vided by the school] • (US, somewhat old-fashioned) The 
quarterback of the football team is a real big man on cam¬ 
pus. [=he is important and well-known] — often used before 
another noun ■ campus events/life ■ campus politics 
cam-shaft /'kaemijseft, Brit 'kasmja-.ft/ noun, pi -shafts 
[count] technical : a metal shaft or bar to which a cam is at¬ 
tached — see picture at engine 
1 can /kan, *k£en/ verb, past tense could /kad, 'kud/ present 
tense for both singular and plural can; negative can-not 
/'ksenat, ka'nait, Brit 'kaenat/ or can’t /'kasnt, Brit 'ka:nt/ 
[modal verb] 

1 : to be able to (do something) ■ I don’t need any help. I can 
do it myself. ■ I can’t decide what to do. ■ All we can do [=the 
only thing we can do] now is wait. : to know how to (do 
something) ■ She can read, can’t she? ■ I can whistle. : to have 
the power or skill to (do something) ■ A weight lifter can lift 
a very heavy weight. ■ She can play the piano. ■ Only Con¬ 
gress can do that. : to be designed to (do something) • a car 
that can hold five people [=a car that has enough room for 
five people] ■ How fast can [=does, will] the car go? — some¬ 
times used without a following verb ■ I visit her whenever I 
can. ■ I don’t know if I’ll be able to fix the problem, but I’ll do 
what I can. ■ Please help us if you can. 

2 — used to describe what someone sees, feels, thinks, etc. ■ 
“ Can you see him yet?” “Yes, I can see him clearly.” ■ I can 
barely hear you. ■ Can [=do] you remember/understand how 
to do it? 

3 a — used to say that something is or is not possible ■ Do 
you think he can still be alive? [=do you think it is possible 
that he is still alive?] ■ I don’t think he can still be alive. [=1 
think he must be dead] • These problems can be dealt with 
more easily at the local level. ■ You can’t always get what you 
want in life. ■ At this time of year many birds can be found 
on the island. [=there are many birds on the island at this 
time of year] ■ If you don’t tell me what the problem is, I 
can’t help you. ■ You can’t be very smart [=you aren't very 
smart] if you believe that! ■ He was supposed to be here an 
hour ago. Where can he (possibly) be? [=where is he?] — 
sometimes used in the emphatic phrase as ... as can be ■ I 
want a cake as big as can be\ [=1 want the biggest cake possi¬ 
ble] ■ They seemed as happy as can be [=they seemed ex¬ 
tremely happy] when I last saw them, b — used in speech 
to express surprise or disbelief • You must be joking! You 
can’t/cannot (possibly) be serious! • He can’t really have 
meant that. [=1 don’t believe that he meant that] ■ You can’t 
(possibly) believe that! ■ The price is $50? That can’t be right. 
[=that must be wrong] 

4 a : to have permission to (do something) ■ You can do it to¬ 
morrow if you like. ■ “ Can I leave now?" “No, you can’t.” • 
You can’t leave until you finish washing the dishes. 
— compare MAY 4 b — used in speech to make a request 
or suggestion ■ Can [=could] I have another cookie? ■ Can 
[-could] you open the window a little more, please? ■ You 
can sit here if you like. ■ If you're not sure what to do, you 
can always ask for help. ■ We can leave early if you’re feeling 
tired. — compare MAY 3 

5 a — used to say what should or should not be done ■ You 
can't leave now! The party is just getting started! • Why can't 
you be more polite? [=you should be more polite; why aren’t 
you more polite?] b — used in angry speech to tell some¬ 
one to do something ■ If you don’t like it here, you can just 
leave! 

6 a — used to describe the way a person sometimes behaves 
■ She can be very rude at times. [=she is sometimes very rude] 
b — used to describe something that sometimes or often 
happens ■ In this part of the country the weather can change 
quickly. [=the weather often changes quickly] 

usage Could is used as the past tense of can to describe an 
ability that someone had in the past or to say that some¬ 
thing was possible in the past. ■ I could run fast when I was 
young, but I can’t run fast now. ■ It used to be that you 
could drive for miles here without seeing another person, 
but now there are houses and people everywhere. To de¬ 
scribe a specific occurrence in the past, use was/were able 
to instead of could. • By working long hours, we were able 
to finish the project on time. In the future tense, will be 
able to is used. - If you keep practicing, you’ll be able to 
play the piano someday. ■ She believes that someday peo¬ 


ple will be able to vote at home on their computers. Can 
can be used to suggest something that might happen in the 
future. ■ If we save enough money, we can go to Hawaii for 
our vacation next year. 

no can do informal + humorous — used in speech to say 
that you cannot do something that you have been asked or 
told to do ■ "Can you give me a ride to work tomorrow?” 
"Sorry— no can do. My car is in the shop.” 

— compare 3 can 

2 can /'kaen/ noun, pi cans [count] 

1 a : a closed metal container that is usually 
shaped like a cylinder and that holds food or 
drink • Open a can [-(Brit) tin ] of beans. • a 
can of tomatoes • a soda/beer can b : the 
food or drink that is in a can ■ He ate the 
whole can of beans. 

2 a : a metal or plastic container that has a re¬ 
movable top and that is used for holding liq¬ 
uid, trash, etc. ■ a can of oil = an oil can ■ a gar¬ 
bage can • a trash can b : spray can • a can 
of deodorant 

can of worms : a complicated situation in 
which doing something to correct a problem 
leads to many more problems ■ We thought the project 
would be simple, but it turned out to be a real can of 
worms. ■ Our boss is reluctant to change the policy now be¬ 
cause she doesn't want to open a can of worms, 
carry the can Brit, informal : to accept blame or responsi¬ 
bility for something that you did not cause ■ He made the 
error, but she was left to cany the can. ■ Taxpayers will car¬ 
ry the can for the renovations. 

in the can of a film, recording, etc. : completed and ready to 
be released • a movie that is in the can 
the can US, informal 1 : the part of the body that you sit 
on : buttocks ■ If you ask me, what he needs is a good 
kick in the can. 2 a ; a room with a toilet: bathroom ■ 
He locked himself in the can and wouldn’t come out. b 
: toilet ■ sitting on the can 3 : a prison or jail ■ The cops 
threw him in the can. 

— can-ful /'k£en,ful/ noun, pi -fills ■ a canful of beans 
3 can /'kaen/ verb cans; canned; can-ning [+obj] 

1 chiefly US : to preserve food by putting it in a metal or 
glass container ■ a factory where meats are canned [=(Brit) 
tinned] ■ canning tomatoes 

2 US, informal : to dismiss (someone) from a job ■ He got 
canned [-fired, sacked] for being late to work. 

3 US, informal : to stop or end (something) ■ The boss angri¬ 
ly told him to can the jokes. [=to stop making jokes] ■ Just 
can if. [=stop talking; shut up] 

— compare 'can; see also canned 

— can-ner noun, pi -ners [count] — canning noun [non¬ 
count] ■ The tomatoes are fine for canning. ■ a canning jar 

Can-a-da goose /'kamada-/ noun, pi ~ geese [count] : a 
goose of North America that is mostly gray and brown with 
a black head and neck — see color picture on page C9 
Ca-na-di-an /ka'neidijan/ noun, pi -ans [count] : a person 
born, raised, or living in Canada — see also french Cana¬ 
dian 

— Canadian adj ■ the Canadian government ■ a Canadian 
accent ■ a Canadian artist/author/film 

Canadian bacon noun [noncount] US : bacon from the 
back part of a pig that has little fat and that is cut into round 
slices 

Canadian football noun [noncount] : a game that is like 
American football and is played on a field between two 
teams of 12 players each 
ca-nal /ka'nari/ noun, pi -nals [count] 

1 : a long narrow place that is filled with water and was cre¬ 
ated by people so that boats could pass through it or to sup¬ 
ply fields, crops, etc., with water • irrigation canals ■ the Pan¬ 
ama Canal 

2 medical : a tube or passageway in the body — see also 
BIRTH CANAL, ROOT CANAL 

can-a-pe /'kamapi, 'k£ena,pei/ noun, pi -p6s [count] : a 
small piece of bread or a cracker that has cheese, meat, fish, 
etc., on top of it and that is often served at a party ■ platters 
of canapes 

ca-nard /ka'naa-d/ noun, pi -nards [count] formal : a false 
report or story : a belief or rumor that is not true ■ The book 
repeats some of history's oldest canards. • the widespread ca¬ 
nard that every lawyer is dishonest 
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ca-nary /ka'neri/ noun, pi -nar-ies [count] : a small usually 
yellow or green tropical bird that is often kept in a cage 
like the cat that ate the canary see cat 
Ca-naS-ta /ka'naesta/ noun [noncount\ : a type of card game 
that is played with two decks of cards 
Can-can /'ksen^asn/ noun, pi -cans [count] : a woman’s 
dance of French origin that involves kicking the legs while 
holding up the front of a full skirt 
can-cel /'kagnsal/ verb -cels; US -celed or Brit -celled; US 
-cel-ing or Brit -cel-ling 

1 : to stop doing or planning to do (something) : to decide 
that something (such as a game, performance, etc.) will not 
happen [+ obj] The event was canceled at the last minute 
when the speaker didn’t show up. ■ We canceled our dinner 
reservation. ■ My flight was canceled because of the storm. ■ 
She canceled her appointment with the dentist, [no obj] I’m 
sorry, but I have to cancel. Can we meet next week? 

2 : to cause (something) to end or no longer produce a cer¬ 
tain effect: to stop (something) from being effective or valid 
[+ obj] He canceled his insurance policy last month. ■ We can¬ 
celed our magazine subscription when we moved. ■ Please 
cancel my order. ■ The bank canceled my credit card, [no 
obj] If you subscribe online, you can cancel at any time. 

3 [+ obj : to put a mark with a set of ink lines on something 
(such as a stamp) so that it cannot be used again ■ a canceled 
stamp 

cancel out [phrasal verb] cancel out (something) or cancel 
(something) out : to reduce the effect of (something) : to 
be equal to (something) in force or importance but have 
an opposite effect ■ The costs cancel out the benefits. ■ The 
two arguments cancel each other out. 
can-cel-la-tion also US can-cel-a-tion AkaensaMeiJan/ 
noun, pi -tions 

1 ; a decision to stop doing or planning to do something 
: the act of canceling something (such as a game, perfor¬ 
mance, etc.) [count] The storm caused delays and flight can¬ 
cellations. [noncount] In case of cancellation , the game will 
be played at a later date. [=if the game is canceled, it will be 
rescheduled for later] 

2 : the act of causing something to end or no longer produce 
a certain effect : a decision to stop something from being ef¬ 
fective or valid [noncount] Notice of cancellation should be 
given 30 days in advance. ■ There is a fee for cancellation, 
[count] Cancellations increased when rates doubled. — often 
used before another noun ■ cancellation fees ■ The contract 
includes a cancellation clause. 

can-cer /■kaens*/ noun, pi -cers 

1 : a serious disease caused by cells that are not normal and 
that can spread to one or many parts of the body [ noncount ] 
breast/lung cancer ■ He was diagnosed with cancer. ■ She 
learned that she has cancer. ■ Eating certain foods may help 
reduce the risk of cancer, [count] Advanced cancers are 
more difficult to treat. — often used before another noun • 
cancer patients ■ cancer prevention ■ cancer treatments 

2 [count] : something bad or dangerous that causes other 
bad things to happen — usually singular ■ Her jealousy was a 
cancer that slowly destroyed her marriage. ■ Drugs and vio¬ 
lence have become a cancer in the city. 

3 Cancer a [noncount] : the fourth sign of the zodiac that 
comes between Gemini and Leo and has a crab as its symbol 

— see picture at zodiac b [count] : a person bom under 
the sign of Cancer : a person bom between June 22nd and 
July 22nd ■ I’m a Taurus, but my best friend is a Cancer. 

— can-cer-ous /'kasnsaras/ adj ■ a cancerous growth/lump ■ 
The tumor is not cancerous. 

can-de-la-bra Akaenda'laibra/ noun, pi -bras [count] : an 
object with several branches for holding candles or lights 
can-de-la-brum /.kasnda'laibram/ noun, pi -bra /-bra/ 
also -brums [count ]: candelabra 
Can-did /'kasndad/ adj [more most ~] 

1 ; expressing opinions and feelings in an honest and sincere 
way ■ He was quite candid about his past. ■ a candid confes¬ 
sion ■ a refreshingly/remarkably candid interview ■ She gave 
us her candid opinion on the matter. 

2 photography : showing people acting in a natural way be¬ 
cause they do not know that they are being photographed ■ a 
candid snapshot 

— can-did-ly adv ■ He stated his opinion candidly. ■ She 
spoke candidly about some of the difficulties she had been 
experiencing. — can-dld-ness noun [noncount] ■ He re¬ 
sponded to the question with surprising candidness. 
[=(more commonly) candor] 


can-di*da*cy /'kasndadasi/ noun, pi -cies [count, noncount] 
: the position of a person who is trying to be elected : the 
state of being a candidate ■ He withdrew his candidacy after 
the scandal damaged his reputation. — often + for ■ She is 
expected to announce her candidacy for president. 
Can-di-date /'k 2 enda,deit, 'kaendadat/ noun, pi -dates 
[count] 

1 : a person who is trying to be elected ■ a presidential candi¬ 
date ■ the leading Democratic/Republican candidates — of¬ 
ten + for ■ a candidate for governor 

2 a : a person who is being considered for a job, position, 
award, etc. ■ Candidates can apply in person or send a re¬ 
sume. — often +for ■ He seemed like an unlikely candidate 
for the job. ■ Our son is a candidate for the Player of the Year 
award, b : a person who meets all the requirements for 
something — often + for ■ She is a good candidate for laser 
surgery. [=she meets all the conditions to have laser surgery] 

3 ; a student in the process of meeting final requirements for 
a degree ■ a Ph.D. candidate in linguistics ■ The program has 
several doctoral candidates. 

4 Brit : someone who is taking an exam ■ Three out of four 
candidates passed the exam. 

can-di-da-tlire / , kaendada,tfa i / noun, pi -tures [count] Brit 

I CANDIDACY 

can-died /*k£endid/ adj, always used before a noun : cooked 
in or covered with sugar ■ candied fruit/ginger ■ candied 
yams 

can-dle /'kaendj/ noun, pi candles [count] 

: wax that has been formed into a stick or anoth¬ 
er shape and has a string in the middle that can 
be burned 

burn the candle at both ends see ‘burn 
hold a candle to : to be on the same level as or 
as good as (something or someone) — used in 
negative statements ■ The new movie doesn’t 
hold a candle to [=it is not as good as] the orig¬ 
inal version. 

not worth the candle chiefly Brit, old-fashioned 
: not worth the necessary effort, cost, or trou¬ 
ble ■ The car is so old that replacing the engine 
is not worth the candle. [=the effort isn’t worth 
the cost] 

can-dle-hol-der / , kasndJ,houlday noun, pi 
-ders [count] US : candlestick 
can-dle-light /‘kasndl.lait/ noun [noncount] 

: the light of a candle ■ We dined/read by candle- 
light 

can-dle-lit / l kaend],iit/ adj ' lit with the light of 
candles ■ a romantic candlelit dinner ■ Candlelit 
tables [=tables with lit candles] created a warm atmosphere, 
can-dle-stick /'kaendhstik/ noun, pi -sticks [count] : an 
object with a small hole in the middle for holding a candle ■ a 
pair of candlesticks 

Can-do /'kasn'du:/ adj, always used before a noun, informal 
: having or showing an ability to do difficult things ■ I admire 
her for her energy and can-do attitude. ■ can-do spirit 
Can-dor (US) or Brit can-dour /'ksenday noun [noncount] 
: the quality of being open, sincere, and honest ■ She spoke 
with candor about racism. ■ I was impressed by the candor of 
his statement. 

Can-dV /'kaendi/ noun, pi -dies US : a sweet food made with 
sugar or chocolate [noncount] a box/bowl/piece of candy • 
The children are fond of candy. [=(Brit ) sweets] ■ The cough 
syrup tastes like candy, [count] chewy candies — often used 
before another noun ■ a candy bar — see also corrON can¬ 
dy, ROCK CANDY 

Candy apple noun, pi ~ apples [count] US : an apple that 
is covered with a sugary mixture that becomes hard 
Candy cane noun, pi ~ canes [count] US : a stick of hard 
red and white candy with a curve at the top 
Candy floss noun [noncount] Brit : corrON candy 
Candy—Striped adj : having a pattern of colored stripes 
and white stripes that look like the stripes on some sticks of 
candy ■ a candy-striped shirt 

Candy Strip-er /-'straipav' noun, pi ~ -ers [count] US : a 
usually female teenage volunteer who works at a hospital 
The word comes from the candy striper’s striped uniform, 
which looks like the stripes on some sticks of candy. Candy 
stripers are not as common in hospitals today as they once 
were, and they are less likely to wear the striped uniform. 

1 cane /'kein/ noun, pi canes 
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1 [count]: a short stick that often has a curved handle and is 
used to help someone to walk ■ a wooden cane 

2 the cane : a form of punishment in which a person is hit 
with a cane or stick ■ In the past, some teachers would resort 
to the cane when students misbehaved. 

3 [noncount] : the hard hollow stem of a plant (such as bam¬ 
boo or reed) that is used to make furniture and baskets ■ The 
chair seat is made of cane. ■ woven strips of cane 

4 [count] : sugarcane 

2 cane verb canes; caned; can-ing [+ obj]: to hit (someone) 
with a cane or stick as a form of punishment ■ In the past, 
some teachers would cane students who misbehaved. 


cane sugar noun [noncount] : sugar from sugarcane 
1 ca*nine /'kei,nain/ adj : of or relating to dogs ■ canine be¬ 
havior ■ canine loyalty ■ the police department’s canine unit 
[=the part of a police department that has dogs that are 
trained for various purposes] ■ a canine companion [=a dog 
that is kept as a pet] 

2 canine noun, pi -nines [count] 

1 formal : a dog ■ poodles and other canines 

2 : a pointed tooth — called also canine tooth 
can-iS'ter /'ksenasta/ noun, pi -ters [count] 

1 : a container with a lid that is used for keeping dry prod¬ 
ucts ■ a flour/sugar/tea canister 

2 : a plastic or metal container that is used for keeping a roll 
of film ■ a film canister 

3 : a metal case that contains gas or chemical substances and 
that bursts when it is fired from a gun • tear gas canisters 

can*ker /'ksetyka/ noun, pi -kers [count] 

1 : something that causes bad things to happen — usually 
singular ■ Poverty is the canker of this neighborhood. 

2 : any of various plant diseases 

canker sore noun, pi ~ sores [count] US : a small painful 
sore inside the mouth — called also mouth ulcer 
can*na*bis /'ksenabss/ noun [noncount] : a drug (such as 
marijuana or hashish) that comes from the hemp plant and is 
smoked illegally 
canned /'kaend/ adj 

1 : preserved in a metal or glass container ■ canned [={Brit) 
tinned] goods • canned food * canned soup ■ canned tomatoes 
■ canned tuna ■ canned beans 

2 a : prepared or recorded at an earlier time for use in tele¬ 
vision, radio, etc. ■ canned laughter b US : not original or 
special ■ a canned speech ■ The salesperson kept using the 
same canned phrases. 

can-neMo*ni /^aena'louni/ noun [noncount]: tubes of pas¬ 
ta that are filled with meat, fish, cheese, or vegetables and 
baked in a sauce 

can*nery /'kaenari/ noun, pi -ner-ies [count] : a factory 
where food is put into cans 

can*ni*bal /'kaenabal/ noun, pi -bals [count ]: a person who 
eats the flesh of human beings or an animal that eats its own 
kind 

— can-ni-bal-ism /'kaenaba.lizam/ noun [noncount] - can- 
ni‘bal*is*tic /(ksensbs'listik/ adj 
can-ni-bal-lze also Brit can-ni-bal-ise /'kaenabadaiz/ 
verb -iz»es; -ized; -iz*ing [+ obj] : to remove parts from a 
machine, car, etc., to repair or build another one ■ He canni¬ 
balized one washing machine to fix another. ■ Many parts of 
the engine were cannibalized from older cars. 


can-no-li /ka'nouli/ noun, pi cannoli or can-no-lis [count] 
: a type of pastry filled with sweetened cheese 

1 can«non /'kaenan/ noun, pi 
can-nons or cannon 
[count] 

1 : a large gun that shoots 
heavy metal or stone balls 
and that was once a com¬ 
mon military weapon 
— see also cannon fod¬ 
der, LOOSE CANNON 

2 : a large automatic gun cannon 

that is shot from an aircraft 

2 Cannon verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition 
-nons; -noned; -non-ing [no obj] Brit : to suddenly and 
forcefully hit or move into or against someone or something 
■ The ball cannoned off the goalpost and into the net. 



can-norvade Akaena'netd/ noun, pi -ades [count] : an at¬ 
tack with cannons that continues for a long time • The 
French directed a cannonade at the British for three hours. 


can-non-ball /'kaenan,ba:I/ noun, pi -balls [count] : a 


heavy metal or stone ball that is shot from a cannon 
cannon fodder noun [noncount] : soldiers who are sent 
into battle even though it is likely that they will die ■ The 
poorly trained forces are little more than cannon fodder. — 
sometimes used figuratively ■ The tabloids have been using 
her love life as cannon fodder for years, 
can-not /'kaenat, ka'ncrt, Brit 'kaenat/ — used as the nega¬ 
tive form of can • We cannot [=can’< r] allow that to happen. ■ I 
cannot [=can’t] believe that he would do such a thing. 

usage In speech, can’t is much more common than cannot. I 
In formal writing, cannot is much more common than 
can’t. | 

can-ny /'kaeni/ adj can-ni-er; -est : very clever and able to 
make intelligent decisions : shrewd ■ a canny lawyer ■ can¬ 
ny investors/investments 

- can-ni-ly /'kaenali/ adv — can*ni*ness /'kaeninas/ noun 
[noncount] 

1 ca-noe /ka'nu:/ noun, pi -noes [count] : along narrow boat 
that is pointed at both ends and that is moved by a paddle 
with one blade — see picture at boat 
2 canoe verb -noes; -noed; -noedng : to go or travel in a 
canoe [no obj] He canoed down the river to the camp. [+ 
obj] They canoed part of the Colorado River this summer. 

- canoeing noun [noncount] ■ In the summers we like to 
swim and go canoeing. — ca*noe*ist /ka'nu:wist/ noun, pi 
-ists [count] ■ an experienced canoeist — canoer noun, pi 
-ers [count] US ■ an experienced canoer 

ca-no-la oil /ka'noula-/ noun [noncount] chiefly US + Cana¬ 
da : a type of oil that is obtained from the seeds of a plant 
(called the rape plant) and used for cooking 
1 can-on /'kaenan/ noun, pi -ons [count] 

1 formal : an accepted rule or guide about how people 
should behave or about how something should be done ■ 
Anyone who violates every canon of decency as she has done 
should be dismissed immediately. - the canons of good taste ■ 
By the canons of science, the experiment was not valid. 

2 a : a group of books, poems, plays, etc., that are tradition¬ 
ally considered to be very important ■ the canon of American 
literature = the American literary canon ■ She argues that the 
canon excludes too many women and minority writers, b 
: the group of books, poems, plays, etc., that a particular au¬ 
thor is known to have written ■ the small canon of Alcott 
novels C : a list of books that are considered to be part of a 
religion’s official text ■ writings that are outside the Jewish 
canon 

3 : a piece of music in which the same melody is started at 
different times by each of the different groups of voices or 
instruments 

- compare 2 canon 

2 canon noun, pi -ons [count] : a Christian priest who works 
in a cathedral — compare 'canon 
ca-non-i-cal /ka'nainikal/ adj [more most —] 

1 : connected with or allowed by the laws of the Christian 
church ■ canonical procedures 

2 a : of or relating to the books that are considered to be 
part of a religion’s official text ■ canonical scriptures • the 
Jewish canonical texts b : of or relating to the group of 
books, plays, poems, etc., that are traditionally considered to 
be very important ■ canonical literature 

- ca-non-l-cal-ly /ka'namikli/ adv 

can-on-ize also Brit can-on*ise /'kaena,naiz/ verb -lz»es; 
-ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] in the Roman Catholic Church : to offi¬ 
cially give a dead person a special status as someone very 
holy : to declare (someone) to be a saint ■ She died 100 years 
ago and was canonized in Rome last year. 

- can-on-i-za-tion also Brit can-on-l-sa-tlon 
/,k£enana'zeijan, Brit |kaena,nai'zeijan/ noun [noncount] ■ 
a saint’s canonization 

canon law noun [noncount] : the laws of a religion - a mar¬ 
riage valid under Catholic canon law 
ca-noo-dle /ka'nuidj/ verb -noo-dles; -noo-dled; -noo- 
dling [no obj] informal + old-fashioned : to hug and kiss an¬ 
other person in a sexual way ■ Two lovers were canoodling 
on a park bench. 

can opener noun, pi ~ -ers [count] chiefly US : a device 
that is used in the kitchen to open cans of food — see pic¬ 
ture at KITCHEN 

can-O-py /'kaenapi/ noun, pi -pies [count] 

1 : a piece of cloth that hangs over a bed, throne, etc., as a 
decoration or shelter - A canopy hung over the altar. ■ a can¬ 
opy bed [=a bed that has a piece of cloth above it like a roof] 
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2 a : something that hangs or spreads out over an area • A 
crowd had gathered under the theater canopy. [=the part of 
the theater building that extends over the sidewalk] — some¬ 
times used figuratively ■ the canopy of the sky b : the high¬ 
est layer of branches in a forest or on a tree ■ the jungle’s 
thick canopy 

3 : a clear section that covers the part where the pilot sits in 
some airplanes 

— can«o*pied /'kaenapid/ adj ■ a canopied bed/throne • a 
canopied forest 

1 cant /'keent/ noun [ noncount ] : words that are supposed to 
sound like serious statements about important issues (such 
as religion or morality) but that are not honest or sincere ■ I 
think the people are sick of hypocrisy and cant from their 
leaders. 

2 cant verb cants; cant*ed; cant-ing ; to lean : to be posi- 
tioned at an angle [no obj\ The legs cant slightly to increase 
the chair’s stability. 1+ obj] — usually used as (be) canted - 
The legs of the chair are canted slightly to increase stability. ■ 
the chair’s slightly canted legs 

Can’t /'ksent. Brit 'ka:nt/ — used as a contraction of cannot • 
I can’t do it. usage see cannot 
can'ta-loupe also can-ta-loup /'kaenta.loup, Brit 
'kzent3,lu:p/ noun, pi -loupes also -loups [count, noncount ] 
: a type of large fruit (called a melon) that has a hard, rough 
skin and orange flesh — see color picture on page C5 
can-tan-ker-OUS /kzen'tzeijkaras/ adj [more most ~] 
: often angry and annoyed ■ a cantankerous [-cranky] old 
man 

can*ta*ta /kan'tccta/ noun, pi -tas [count] : a piece of music 
for singers and instruments that usually has several parts 
(called movements) and often has a religious subject 
can*teen /ksen'ti:n/ noun, pi -teens [count] 

1 : a store in a camp, school, etc., in which food, drinks, and 
small supplies are sold 

2 a chiefly US : a place where drinks and entertainment are 
provided for soldiers at a military base or camp b chiefly 
Brit : a place where food is served in a factory, school, etc. ■ 
the school canteen [=(f/5) cafeteria] 

3 : a small container for carrying water or other liquids ■ a 
hiker’s canteen — see picture at camping 

4 Brit : a box for storing knives, forks, spoons, etc. 

1 can-ter /'ksenta 1 / noun, pi -ters 

1 [singular] : the way a horse moves when it is running fairly 
fast • He set off at a canter towards the stable. 

2 [count] : a ride or run at a canter — usually singular ■ a 
canter through the fields — compare ‘gallop, 2 trot 

2 canter verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing [no obj\ 

1 of a horse : to run fairly fast: to run at a canter ■ The hors¬ 
es cantered across the grass. 

2 : to ride on a horse that is running fairly fast : to ride a 
horse at a canter ■ We cantered off toward the lake. 

can-ti-cle /'kaentikal/ noun, pi -ti-cles [count] : a song that 
has words from the Bible and that is used in Christian 
church services 

1 can-ti«le«ver /'kasnta^iiva 1 / noun, pi -vers [count] : a long 
piece of wood, metal, etc., that sticks out from a wall or oth¬ 
er structure to support something above it (such as a balco¬ 
ny or bridge) ■ The porch is supported by steel cantilevers. ■ a 
cantilever bridge [=a bridge that uses cantilevers to support 
the main part] 

2 cantilever verb -vers; vered; ver-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to support (something) with a cantilever — usual¬ 
ly used as (be) cantilevered • cantilevered beams/floors 

2 [no obj] of a structure : to extend out over an area ■ The bal¬ 
cony cantilevers over the terrace below. 

can*tO /'ksentou/ noun, pi can-tos [count] : a major section 
of a long poem ■ the first canto of Dante’s “Inferno” 
carvton /‘kasntn/ noun, pi -tons [count] : one of the sec¬ 
tions into which some countries (such as Switzerland) are di¬ 
vided 

can-tor /'ksenta 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] 

1 : a person who sings and leads people in prayer in a Jewish 
religious service 

2 : a person who leads a group of singers in a church 
Ca-nuck /ka'nAk/ noun, pi -nucks [count] informal: a per¬ 
son bom, raised, or living in Canada : a Canadian 

can-vas /'kzenvas/ noun, pi -vas-es 
1 : a strong, rough cloth that is used to make bags, tents, 
sails, etc. [noncount] a tent made of canvas • a canvas chair/ 
bag ■ canvas shoes [count] Use a canvas to cover the boat. 


2 [count] a : a specially prepared piece of cloth on which a 
picture can be painted by an artist ■ a fresh/blank canvas b 
: a painting made on a piece of cloth ■ The museum has sev¬ 
eral canvases by Rubens. 

under canvas chiefly Brit : in a tent ■ a night under canvas 
[=a night sleeping in a tent] 

can-vass /'kaenvas/ verb -vass»es; -vassed; -vass-ing 

1 a[+ obj] : to ask (the people in an area) what they think 
about a candidate, project, idea, etc. ■ A team of volunteers 
is canvassing the city for the Republican Party. ■ We go to ev¬ 
ery house to canvass voters, b : to talk to the people in an 
area in order to get them to support a candidate, project, 
idea, etc. [no obj] She is canvassing for one of the presiden¬ 
tial candidates this year. [+ obj] The group has been canvass¬ 
ing neighborhoods to ask people to vote for him. 

2 [-f obj] somewhat formal : to look at or consider (some¬ 
thing) carefully ■ The company canvassed several sites for a 
new factory. 

— can-vass-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a paid canvasser for a 
senate candidate 

can-yon /'kaenjan/ noun, pi -yons [count] : a deep valley 
with steep rock sides and often a stream or river flowing 
through it ■ the Grand Canyon 
1 C3P /'keep/ noun, pi caps [count] 

ia : a small, soft hat that often has a hard curved part 
(called a visor) that extends out over your eyes • a Harvard 
University cap [=a cap that has the name or symbol of Har¬ 
vard University on it] ■ a knit/knitted cap ■ his wool/tweed 
cap — see also baseball cap b ; a covering for a person’s 
head that is worn for a special purpose ■ a shower/bathing 
cap l=a head covering that people wear to keep their hair dry 
when they are showering/swimming] — see also thinking 
cap C : a hat that people with particular jobs wear while 
working ■ a painter’s cap ■ a surgeon’s cap, gown, and gloves 

2 : a part or object that covers the end or top of something « 
a bottle cap ■ a lens cap ■ a pill bottle with a childproof cap ■ 
Put the cap back on the marker when you are done using it. 

3 : a part that forms the top of something ■ a bird with a 
black cap [=a black section of feathers on the top of its head] 
■ a mushroom cap [=the top part of a mushroom] 

4 : a limit on the amount of money that can be spent, given, 
charged, etc., for something ■ a spending cap ■ a cap on polit¬ 
ical donations ■ a cap on doctor’s fees 

5 : a paper or metal container that holds an explosive sub¬ 
stance ■ a blasting cap 

6 informal: a capital letter — usually plural ■ e-mails written 
in all caps • She signed the letter with her name in caps: KIM. 

7 : a hard substance that is shaped to look like a healthy 
tooth and used to cover a damaged tooth 

8 Brit, sports a : an opportunity to play for your school or 
country ■ He won his first cap against Columbia when he was 
22. b : a player chosen to play for a country’s team 

9 Brit : diaphragm 3 

a feather in your cap see ‘feather 
cap In hand see 'hand 

if the cap fits or if the cap fits, wear It Brit — used to say 
that something said about a person is true and the person 
should accept it as true ■ They may not like being called 
careless, but if the cap jits, wear it. [=(US) if the shoe jits, 
wear it] 

tip your cap see ‘tip 

2 cap verb caps; capped; cap-ping [+ obj] 

1 : to cover the top or end of (something) ■ a pipe capped at 
one end ■ a mountain capped with snow = a snow -capped 
mountain : to put a cap on (something) ■ Be sure to cap the 
pen/marker when you are done using it. 

2 a : to end (something) in usually an exciting or impressive 
way ■ The report caps a ten-year study of lung cancer among 
nonsmokers. — often + o^in U.S. English • The band capped 
off the show with an extended version of their classic hit. ■ 
The victory caps off the career of a coach who’s brought her 
team to the championships five times, b : to follow (some¬ 
thing) with something that is better, worse, etc. ■ a concert 
capped by a fantastic fireworks display ■ The car was filthy 
when he returned it to me, and to cap it off [=to top it off], 
there was almost no fuel left in the tank. 

3 a : to prevent (something) from increasing : to put an up¬ 
per limit on (something) ■ If the teams don’t cap player sala¬ 
ries, the league won’t survive. • capping interest rates ■ The 
law would cap legal immigration, b Brit : to put a limit on 
the amount of money that can be spent by (a group) ■ The 
government wants to cap councils that spend too much. 

4 : to cover (a tooth) with a hard material that is shaped to 
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look like a healthy tooth : to put a cap on (a tooth) ■ He had 
two of his teeth capped. 

5 Brit, sports : to choose (someone) to play for a national 
team — usually used as (be) capped • He was first capped for 
Ireland at age 22. 

ca*pa*bil*i«ty Akeipa'bilati/ noun, pi -ties [count] : the abil¬ 
ity to do something ■ The device has the capability of record¬ 
ing two television channels at once. ■ That kind of job is be¬ 
yond my capability. [=it is too difficult for me] ■ The 
company doesn’t have any manufacturing capability, [ca¬ 
pacity] • The country’s military capability is unclear. [=the 
country’s ability to fight a war is unclear] • The country does 
not have nuclear capability. [=does not have nuclear weap¬ 
ons] — often plural ■ Students are expected to participate in 
sports according to their capabilities, [abilities] • a computer 
program’s search capabilities ■ a cell phone with video game 
and Internet capabilities 
ca»pa«ble /'keipabgl/ adj 

1 : able to do something : having the qualities or abilities 
that are needed to do something — + o/ 1 a new train capable 
of (reaching) very high speeds ■ Many new cell phones are 
capable of connecting to the Internet. ■ He is not capable of 
making those medical decisions himself. [=he cannot make 
the decisions by himself because he cannot think clearly, he 
is too sick, etc.] • I don’t believe that she’s capable of murder. 
[=that she is the kind of person who could murder someone] 
■ a storm capable of (causing) widespread destruction 

2 [more most ~] : skilled at doing something : able to do 
something well • She is one of the most capable [^skilled] and 
versatile actresses in Hollywood. ■ a capable student ■ a very 
capable pilot Something that is in capable hands is being 
done or dealt with by someone who has the skill and knowl¬ 
edge to do it well. ■ I will leave the store in your capable 
hands while I am gone. 

— ca*pa*bly /'keipabli/ adv ■ He was assisted capably by one 
of the other students. 

ca-pa-cious /ka'peijas/ adj [more most ~~]foimal : able 
to hold or contain a lot: large in capacity ■ the museum s ca¬ 
pacious [=spacious] rooms • The van is capacious [=roomy] 
enough to hold eight passengers easily. 

— ca-pa*cious-ness noun [noncount] 

Ca*paC*i*tOr /ka'paesata 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] technical: a 

device that is used to store electrical energy 
ca*pac*i»ty /ka'psesati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 a [count] : the ability to hold or contain people or things 

— usually singular ■ The restaurant has a large seating ca¬ 
pacity. [=many people can sit in the restaurant; it has many 
seats] ■ What is the hard drive’s storage capacity ? b : the 
largest amount or number that can be held or contained 
[count] The nightclub has a 1,000-person capacity. ■ a bottle 
with a capacity of two liters [noncount] The prison has 
reached capacity. [=the prison is full! ■ The auditorium was 
filled to capacity. [=was completely full] 

2 : the ability to do something : a mental, emotional, or 
physical ability [noncount] Some species of birds do not 
have the capacity [= ability ] to fly. ■ Does he have the capacity 
to handle this job? ■ The disease causes a deterioration of 
breathing capacity, [count] the machine’s computational ca¬ 
pacities [capabilities] — usually singular • a character with a 
great capacity for love [=a character who is able to love peo¬ 
ple very deeply] 

3 [count] : a usually official position or job : role ■ He was 
acting in his capacity as judge. ■ She’s worked for the compa¬ 
ny in various capacities over the years. f=she has had various 
jobs at the company] • serving in a supervisory capacity 

4 [noncount] : the amount of something that can be pro¬ 
duced or managed by a factory, company, etc. ■ a plan to 
double the factory’s capacity • We can’t hire more people be¬ 
cause we lack the training capacity. ■ the nation’s oil refining 
capacity', also : the largest amount that a factory, company, 
etc., can produce or manage ■ The factory is currently run¬ 
ning at three-quarter capacity. [=the factory is producing 
three quarters of what it can produce] ■ The airport is not ex¬ 
pected to reach capacity [=the highest number of planes it 
can deal with] for several years. 

1 cape /'keip/ noun, pi capes [count] 

1 : a large area of land that sticks out into a sea, bay, etc. — 
often used in proper names ■ the Cape of Good Hope ■ Cape 
Cod 

2 US : a small house that has one or one-and-a-half levels 
and a steep roof — called also Cape Cod cottage 

— compare 2 cape 


2 cape noun, pi capes [count] : a piece of clothing that does 
not have sleeves and that fits closely at the neck and hangs 
over the shoulders, arms, and back : a short cloak ■ a super¬ 
hero’s mask and cape — compare 'cape 

— caped /'keipt/ adj • a caped superhero 
1 ca*per /'keipa 1 / noun, pi -pers [count] 

1 informal : an illegal or improper activity that is usually 
seen as amusing or not very serious ■ She has a long record of 
small-time capers [^crimes] that include everything from 
shoplifting to fraud. ■ a jewelry caper [-theft, heist] 

2 : an amusing movie, story, etc., about tricks or crimes • a 
crazy caper about a bank robbery that goes wrong 

3 : a lively jump or dance ■ He was so happy, he cut a caper 
[=did a short dance] on the steps of Town Hall. 

— compare 2 caper 

2 caper noun, pi -pers [count] : a small flower bud that comes 
from a kind of bush and that is preserved in vinegar and used 
to flavor food • a pasta salad made with artichokes, olives, 
and capers — compare ‘caper 

3 caper verb -pers; -pered; -per-ing [no obj] : to jump 
around in a lively way • a young goat capering in its pen 
cap*iMary /‘kaepaleri, Brit ka'pilari/ noun, pi -lar-ies 
[count] : one of the many very small tubes that carry blood 
within the body : the smallest kind of blood vessel 
capita see per capita 
1 capital /'ksepatj/ adj 

1 of a letter : in the form A, B, C, etc., rather than a, b, c : UP¬ 
PERCASE • capital letters ■ a capital D • His handwritten cap¬ 
ital S’s look a lot like lowercase/small s’s. — sometimes used 
informally to give emphasis to a description ■ He is conserva¬ 
tive with a capital Cl [=he is very conservative] ■ The sauce is 
spicy with a capital S. [=it is very spicyl 

2 : having the main offices of a government ■ the state’s cap¬ 
ital city 

3 of a crime : having death as a possible punishment ■ Homi¬ 
cide that occurs during the course of an attempted kidnap¬ 
ping is a capital crime in some states. • capital murder/rape 
charges — see also capital punishment 

4 chiefly Brit, old-fashioned : excellent ■ a capital idea 
2 capital noun, pi -tals 

1 [noncount] a : money, property, etc., that is used to start 
or operate a business ■ Does he have the capital to start a 
new business? — see also venture capital b : the mon¬ 
ey, property, etc., that a person or business owns ■ capital ac¬ 
cumulation = the accumulation of capital • Like most home- 
owners, her house is her biggest capital asset. — sometimes 
used figuratively ■ The governor wasted his political capital 
on an unpopular issue. ■ She’s been accused of trying to 
make capital out of the tragedy. [=of trying to use the tragedy 
to her advantage; of trying to benefit from the tragedy] 

— see also capital gains, capital goods, working 

CAPITAL 

2 [count] : a letter in the form A, B, C, etc. : a capital letter 

3 [count] a : a city in which the main offices of a govern¬ 
ment are located : a capital city ■ the state/provincial capital 
■ Austin is the capital of Texas. • Beijing is China’s capital, b 
: the most important city for an activity or product ■ New 
York City is the media capital of the United States. ■ This 
town is the region’s cultural capital. 

| Do not confuse capital with capitol. \ 

Capital gains noun [plural] : money that you get by selling 
property at a higher price than the price that you paid to buy 
it • Stock sales resulted in millions of dollars in capital gains 
for the company. • the capital gains tax 
capital goods noun [plural] business : products (such as 
factory equipment and tools) that are used to make other 
products — compare consumer goods 
Capital-intensive adj [more most ~] business : requir¬ 
ing the payment or investment of a very large amount of 
money * a capital-intensive industry ■ The airport expansion 
is a very capital-intensive project. — compare labor- 
intensive 

cap*i*tal*lsm /'ksepatajlizam/ noun [noncount] : a way of 
organizing an economy so that the things that are used to 
make and transport products (such as land, oil, factories, 
ships, etc.) are owned by individual people and companies 
rather than by the government — compare COMMUNISM, 
SOCIALISM 

1 cap*i*tal«ist /'kzepatalist/ also cap*i*tal-is*tic 

Akaepata'listik/ adj : of or relating to capitalism ■ a capitalist 
society ■ capitalist values ■ capitalist ideology : using capital- 
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ism as an economic system ■ the world’s capitalist nations 
Capitalist noun, pi -ists \count\ 

1 : a person who has a lot of money, property, etc., and who 
uses those things to produce more money ■ a wealthy capital¬ 
ist 

2 : a person who believes that capitalism is the best kind of 
economic system 

cap-i-tal-ize also Brit cap-i-tal-ise /'ksepatajaiz/ verb -iz- 
es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to use a capital letter to write, print, or type (a letter of 
the alphabet) ■ Remember to capitalize the I in Internet, b 
: to begin (a word or name) with a capital letter ■ Capitalize 
the first word of your sentence. ■ She rarely capitalizes her 
name when she signs her e-mails. 

2 a : to provide the money that is needed to start or develop 
(a business) ■ They’re seeking investors (in order) to capital¬ 
ize the business. • The venture was capitalized with a loan of 
one million dollars, b : to sell (something valuable, such as 
property or stock) in order to get money : to convert (some¬ 
thing) into capital ■ You can capitalize your investment at 
any time. 

capitalize on [phrasal verb] capitalize on (something) : to 
use (something, such as an event or situation) in away that 
helps you : to get an advantage from (something) ■ They 
were able to capitalize on [=take advantage of] our mis¬ 
takes. • She capitalized on her new fame by writing a book. 

— cap-i-tal-i-za-tion also Brit cap-i-tal-i-sa-tion 
/ 1 k£ep3t3l3 , zeiJ'3n, Brit ,k£ep3t3 l lai l zeij3n/ noun [noncount] 
■ Please check your spelling, punctuation, and capitaliza¬ 
tion. [=use of capital letters] 

capital punishment noun [noncount] : punishment by 
death : the practice of killing people as punishment for seri¬ 
ous crimes ■ an opponent of capital punishment 
cap-i*tol /'kzepatl/ noun, pi -tols 

1 [count] : the building in which the people who make the 
laws of a U.S. state meet ■ the dome of the state capitol 

2 the Capitol : the building in which the U.S. Congress 
meets in Washington, D.C. 

[ Do not confuse capitol with capital. | 

Capitol Hill noun [singular] : the group of people who make 
the federal laws in the United States : the U.S. Congress • 
The organization is lobbying Capital Hill to increase funding 
for AIDS research. The U.S. Congress is called Capitol Hill 
because that is the name of the area in Washington, D.C., 
where the Capitol building is located. ■ an apartment near/on 
Capitol Hill 

ca*pit*u*late /ka'pitfa.leit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -lat-ing 

[no obj] formal 

1 : to stop fighting an enemy or opponent : to admit that an 
enemy or opponent has won : surrender • The country 
still refuses to capitulate despite its weakening army and 
dwindling resources. 

2 : to stop trying to fight or resist something : to agree to do 
or accept something that you have been resisting or oppos¬ 
ing ■ The teacher refused to capitulate: no calculators were to 
be used during the exam. — often + to • The company capit¬ 
ulated [-gave in] to the labor union to avoid a strike. ■ Offi¬ 
cials eventually capitulated to the protesters’ demands. 

— ca-pit-u-la-tion /ka^itfa'leijan/ noun, pi -tions [count, 
noncount] 

ca*pon /’kei,pa:n/ noun, pi -pons [count] : a male chicken 
whose sex organs have been removed 
cap-puc-cino /,k2ep3'tfi:nou/ noun, pi -nos : a drink of 
strong coffee (called espresso) that has a bubbly layer of hot 
milk on top [noncount] She loves cappuccino, [count] We 
stopped for dessert and cappuccinos. 
ca*price /ka'priis/ noun, pi -pric«es : a sudden change 
[count] the caprices of the weather, especially : a sudden 
change in someone’s mood or behavior [count] Employees 
have complained of being at the mercy of the manager’s ev¬ 
ery whim and caprice, [noncount] policy changes that seem 
to be motivated by nothing more than caprice 
ca'pri'ClOUS /ka'pnfas/ adj [more most ~] formal 

1 : changing often and quickly ■ capricious weather/winds; 
especially : often changing suddenly in mood or behavior ■ 
employees who are at the mercy of a capricious manager 

2 : not logical or reasonable : based on an idea, desire, etc., 
that is not possible to predict ■ The court ruled that the pun¬ 
ishment was arbitrary and capricious. 

— ca-pri-cious-ly adv ■ a manager who acts capriciously 
— ca-pri-cious-ness noun [noncount] 


Cap*ri*COrn /‘k£epn,kotm/ noun, pi -corns 

1 [noncount] : the 10th sign of the zodiac : the sign of the zo¬ 
diac that comes between Sagittarius and Aquarius and that 
has a goat as its symbol — see picture at zodiac 

2 [count] : a person bom under the sign of Capricorn : a per¬ 
son bom between December 22 and January 19 ■ I’m a Cap¬ 
ricorn. What are you? 

ca*pri pants /ks'pri:-/ noun [plural] : close-fitting women’s 
pants that end above the ankle — called also capris ; see color 
picture on page C14 

cap-size /'k£ep,saiz/ verb -siz-es; -sized; -siz-ing of a 

boat: to turn over : to turn so that the bottom is on top [no 
obj] The canoe suddenly capsized. [+ obj] They were fooling 
around and accidentally capsized the canoe, 
cap-stan /'ksepstan/ noun, pi -Stans [count] : a machine 
that turns so that rope or a cable can wind around it and 
move or lift heavy weights (such as a ship’s anchor) 
1 cap-SUle /'ksepssl, Brit 'k 2 ep,sju:l/ noun, pi -sules [count] 

1 a : a very small container that is filled with medicine and 
swallowed whole b : a small glass or plastic container that 
has something (such as a liquid) inside of it 

2 : a small part of a spacecraft that is separate from the rest 
of the spacecraft and that is where people live and work 

- see also time capsule 

2 capsule adj, always used before a noun : very short • a cap¬ 
sule [=brief] history of the world ■ capsule biographies 
Capt. abbr captain 

1 cap-tain /'kseptan/ noun, pi -tains [count] 

1 : a person who is in charge of a ship or an airplane ■ The 
captain has turned off the ’’fasten seat belt" sign. ■ Captain 
Ahab 

2 : an officer of high rank in some branches of the military ■ 
an army/navy captain 

3 chiefly US : an officer of high rank in a police or fire de¬ 
partment 

4 : an athlete who is chosen to be the leader of a team ■ She 
was the captain of our team. = She was our team captain. 

2 captain verb -tains; -tained; -tain-lng [+ obj] : to be the 
captain of (something): such as a : to be in charge of (a ship 
or airplane) • The ship was captained by John Smith, b : to 
lead (a team) ■ She captained last year’s team. 
cap*tain*cy /'kseptansi/ noun, pi -cies 

1 : the position of being captain of a team [noncount] In col¬ 
lege sports, captaincy is usually given to seniors, [count] He 
was promoted to a captaincy. 

2 [count] : the period of time during which someone is a cap¬ 
tain — usually singular ■ Under/during his captaincy, the 
team won nearly every game. 

captain of industry noun, pi captains of industry 

[count] : someone who owns or manages a large, successful 
business or company 

cap-tion /'ktep/an/ noun, pi -tions [count] : a sentence or 
group of words that is written on or next to a picture to ex¬ 
plain what is being shown ■ The caption on the picture says 
“This year’s contest winners.” 

- caption verb -tions; -tioned; -tion-ing [+ obj] — usual¬ 
ly used as (be) captioned ■ The picture is captioned “This 
year’s contest winners.” 

cap-ti«vate /'ksepta.veit/ verb -vates; -vat-ed; -vat-ing [+ 

obj] : to attract and hold the attention of (someone) by being 
interesting, pretty, etc. ■ The play has been captivating audi¬ 
ences for years. — often used as (be) captivated ■ We were 
captivated by her beauty. 

captivating adj [more most ~] : attractive and interest¬ 
ing in a way that holds your attention ■ a captivating [-fasci¬ 
nating] story ■ a captivating smile 
^ap-tive /'kseptiv/ adj 

1 : captured and kept in a prison, cage, etc. ■ The captive sol¬ 
diers planned their escape. ■ captive animals • Enemy forces 
took/held them captive. [=took or kept them as prisoners] 

2 always used before a noun : forced to watch or listen to 
something because you cannot leave ■ The passengers on the 
plane were a captive audience. [=the passengers on the plane 
could not leave and had to listen to what was being said] 

2 captive noun, pi -fives [count] ; someone who is captured 
and kept as a prisoner • They set their captives free. 
cap-tiV"i*ty /ksep'tivati/ noun [noncount] : the state of being 
kept in a place (such as a prison or a cage) and not being able 
to leave or be free : the state or condition of being captive ■ 
The prisoners were released from captivity. ■ The lions were 
bred in captivity. [=while living in a zoo] 
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cap’tor /'kcepta*/ noun, pi -tors [count] : someone who has 
captured a person and is keeping that person as a prisoner ■ 
The men fought their captors and escaped. 

1 cap-ture /‘kieptftr/ verb -tures; -tured; -tuning [+ obj] 

1 a : to take and hold (someone) as a prisoner especially by 
using force • They were captured by enemy soldiers, b : to 
catch (an animal) ■ using traps to capture mice 

2 a : to get control of (a place) especially by using force • 
The city was captured by the Romans, b : to win or get 
(something) through effort • She captured 60 percent of the 
vote in the last election. ■ The company plans on capturing a 
larger segment of the market. 

3 : to get and hold (someone’s attention, interest, etc.) ■ The 
show has captured the attention/interest of teenagers. ■ The 
story captured our imaginations. [=the story was very inter¬ 
esting and exciting] 

4 : to describe or show (someone or something) in a very ac¬ 
curate way by using writing, painting, film, etc. ■ The story 
captures the essence of the holiday. ■ The biography captured 
her perfectly. ■ The beauty of the landscape was captured 
perfectly by the artist. 

5 a : to record (something) in a picture, film, etc. ■ The rob¬ 
bery was captured (on film) by the security cameras, b : to 
get and put (information) into a form that can be read or 
used by a computer ■ The system is used to capture data re¬ 
lating to the buying habits of young people. • a digital cam¬ 
era that captures 1.2 million pixels 

6 : to take (something, such as a chess piece) by following 
the rules of a game ■ In the game of chess, the goal is to cap¬ 
ture your opponent’s king. 

capture lightning in a bottle see 1 lightning 
2 capture noun [ noncount ] : the act of capturing someone or 
something: such as a : the act of taking and holding some¬ 
one as a prisoner or of being taken as a prisoner ■ They 
avoided/eluded/escaped capture, b : the act of getting con¬ 
trol of something ■ the capture of the city by enemy forces C 
: the act of putting information in a form that a computer 
can use or read ■ data/image capture 
car /'kaay noun, pi cars 

1 : a vehicle that has four wheels and an engine and that is 
used for carrying passengers on roads [count] I’ll wait in the 
car. ■ He got into the car and drove away. ■ She bought a new 
car. ■ drive/park a car [noncount] We can go by car or by 
bus. [=we can travel in a car or in a bus] — often used before 
another noun ■ a car manufacturer/dealer/accident/crash — 
called also (US) automobile 

2 [count] US : a separate section of a train ■ a railroad car ■ 
The train has 20 cars. [=(Brit) carriages, coaches] — see also 
CABLE CAR, DINING CAR, SLEEPING CAR, TROLLEY CAR 

Ca*rafe /ks'raef/ noun, pi -rates [count] : a glass container 
that has a wide mouth and that is used to serve drinks (such 
as water or wine) during a meal; also : the amount in a ca¬ 


rafe ■ We drank a carafe of wine. 
car*a*mel /'kaatnal, 'kersm z\l noun, pi -mels 

1 : a light brown candy made from butter, sugar, and milk 
or cream [ noncount ] a piece of caramel [count] a bag of 
caramels 

2 [noncount] : sugar that is cooked until it is burnt and that 
is used to give color and flavor to food — see also creme 
CARAMEL 

3 [noncount] : a light brown color 

car-a-meMze also Brit car*a*mel«ise /'kaattisjaiz, 
'keramajaiz/ verb -iz-es; -ized; -iz*ing 

1 : to cook (something, such as a fruit or vegetable) slowly 
until it becomes brown and sweet [+ obj] She caramelized 
the apples. ■ caramelized onions [no obj] The onions will 
take five minutes to caramelize. 

2 : to change (sugar) into caramel by cooking it [+ obj] Car¬ 
amelize two cups of sugar, [no obj] Continue stirring until 
the sugar caramelizes. 

car*a*pace /'ker3,peis/ noun, pi -pac-es [count] technical 
: a hard shell on the back of some animals (such as turtles or 
crabs) 

1 car«at /'kerot/ noun, pi -ats [count] : a unit for measuring 
the weight of jewels (such as diamonds) that is equal to 200 
milligrams 

2 Carat chiefly Brit spelling of karat 
1 car«a«van / l ker3,v<en/ noun, pi -vans [count] 

1 a : a group of people or animals traveling together on a 
long journey especially through the desert b ; a group of 
vehicles (such as cars or wagons) traveling together 

2 Brit : camper 2 

2 caravan verb -vans; -vaned or -vanned; -van-ing or 
-van*ning [no obj] US : to travel from one place to another 
in a group of vehicles ■ We caravaned to the campsite, 
caravanning noun [noncount] Brit: the activity of taking a 
vacation in a trailer or camper ■ Camping and caravanning 
are popular in this area. 

car«a«Way /'ker3,wei/ noun [ noncount ]: the seeds of a plant 
related to the carrot that are used to flavor foods ■ caraway 
seeds 

carb fkaab/ noun, pi carbs [count] US, informal : carbo¬ 
hydrate ■ a diet low in carbs = a low -carb diet 
car-bine /'kaa^biin, 'ka<r,bain/ noun, pi -bines [count] : a 
short, light rifle 

car-bo-hy-drate /,kaa>bou , hai,dreit/ noun, pi -drates 
: any one of various substances found in certain foods (such 
as bread, rice, and potatoes) that provide your body with 
heat and energy and are made of carbon, hydrogen, and oxy¬ 
gen [count] Pasta has a lot of carbohydrates. [=(US) carbs] ■ 
He’s trying to lose weight by cutting down on carbohydrates. 
[=foods that contain a lot of carbohydrates] [noncount] a 
food that is low in protein but high in carbohydrate 
Car bomb noun, pi ~ bombs [count] : a bomb that is hid- 



car 



race car ( US), sports car 

racing car (Brit) 



convertible 
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Car windshield {US), antenna {chiefly US), 
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den inside or underneath a vehicle 
car*bon /'kanban/ noun, pi -bons 

1 [noncount] : a chemical element that forms diamonds and 
coal and that is found in petroleum and in all living plants 
and animals 

2 [count] : carbon copy 1 ■ a carbon of the document 
Car-bon*ated /'kaaba.neitad/ adj, of a liquid : having 

many tiny bubbles that rise to the top : containing carbon 
dioxide ■ soda and other carbonated beverages 

— car-bon-ation ^kaa-ba'neijan/ noun [noncount] ■ a bottle 
of water with no carbonation 

carbon copy noun, pi ~ copies [count] 

1 : a copy of a document, letter, etc., that is made by using 
carbon paper ■ I’ll need a carbon copy of that receipt. 

2 : a person or thing that is very similar to another person or 
thing ■ She’s a carbon copy of her mother. 

Carbon dating noun [noncount] technical : a scientific way 
of finding the age of something that is very old (such as a di¬ 
nosaur bone) by measuring the amount of certain forms of 
carbon in it 

Carbon dioxide noun [noncount] : a gas that is produced 
when people and animals breathe out or when certain fuels 
are burned and that is used by plants for energy 
Carbon mon*OX*ide /-m3'nak,said/ noun [noncount] : a 
poisonous gas that is formed when carbon is not completely 
burned and especially when gasoline is burned in car engines 
Carbon paper noun [noncount] : paper with a dark sub¬ 
stance on one side that is placed between two other pieces of 
paper and used to make copies of documents 
Car boot sale noun, pi ~ sales [count] Brit : a sale in 
which people gather to sell items that they bring to the sale 
in their cars 

car-bun-cle /'kaa^bAijksI/ noun, pi -bun'Cles [count] 

1 : a large painful swelling under the skin 

2 : a jewel (such as a garnet) that is cut into a rounded shape 
car*bu*re*tor (US) or Brit car-bu-ret-tor /'kaa-bs^eita-, 

Brit .kaibju'rets/ noun, pi -tors [count] : the part of an en¬ 
gine in which gasoline is mixed with air so it will bum and 
provide the engine with power 

car-cass also Brit car-case /'kaaJcss/ noun, pi -cass-es 
[count] 

1 : the body of a dead animal 

2 informal + humorous \ a person’s body ■ It was almost noon 
before he finally hauled his carcass out of bed. [=before he 
finally got out of bed! 

3 : the remaining parts of an old vehicle, structure, etc. ■ the 
rusting carcass of an old truck 

car-cin* 0 *gen /kaa-'smscfesn/ noun.pl -gens [count] med¬ 
ical : a substance that can cause cancer ■ Cigarette smoke 
contains known carcinogens. 

Car*ci*no-gen*ic /.kaa'ssnou'cfoenik/ adj [more most —] 
medical : likely or able to cause cancer ■ a carcinogenic sub¬ 
stance/compound/chemical ■ the carcinogenic effects of this 
chemical 

car-ci-no-ma /,kaa>53 , noum3/ noun, pi -mas medical : a 
type of cancer [noncount] four deaths attributable to carci¬ 
noma [count] cervical carcinomas [= tumors] 

1 card /'kaf^d/ noun, pi cards 

1 a [count] : a small piece of stiff paper that is marked with 
symbols or pictures to show its value, comes in a set, and is 
used for playing games (such as poker) ■ Each player is dealt 
five cards. • Shuffle the cards. • card tricks "He bought a 
deck/pack of cards. ■ poker and other card games [=games 
that use a deck of cards] — called also playing card ; see also 

CARDSHARP, CARD TABLE, FACE CARD, HOUSE OF CARDS, 

picture card b cards [plural] : a game played with a 
deck of cards : a card game ■ Do you want to play (a game 
of) cards' ? * We played cards until midnight. C [count] — 
used figuratively to refer to something that gives you an ad¬ 
vantage when you are trying to make a deal or reach an 
agreement ■ The fact that he was supported by big firms was 
his strongest/best card during the negotiations, d [singular] 

— used figuratively to refer to an emotional issue (such as 
race) that is mentioned in a particular situation in order to 
give you an advantage ■ She used/played the gender card and 
said we didn’t hire her because she’s a woman. ■ She was ac¬ 
cused of playing the race card to defend her client. [=she was 
accused of saying that her client was treated unfairly be¬ 
cause of his race! 

2 [count] a : a thick piece of paper that is usually folded in 
half and decorated on one side and that contains a greeting, 
an invitation, etc. ■ He sent me a card for my birthday. = He 


sent me a birthday card. ■ a get well card • a card shop/store 
— see also Christmas card, greeting card b : post¬ 
card ■ She sent us a card from Japan. 

3 [count] : a rectangular piece of plastic that is used to buy 
goods or services or to get money from a bank or a machine 

■ “Will you be paying cash?” “No, please put it on my card." 
[=1 will pay for it using my credit/debit card] ■ an ATM card • 
Insert your card into the machine. = Swipe/Pass your card 
through the machine. 

4 [count] a : a rectangular piece of paper or plastic with in¬ 
formation about a person written on it ■ a membership/li¬ 
brary/appointment card ■ Let me give you my card. [=busi¬ 
ness card] b : a small piece of paper that is used for writing 
down information ■ He wrote his notes on 3 x 5 cards. 
[=cards that are 3 inches tall and 5 inches wide] ■ You may 
use note cards [=cards with notes on them] during your 
speech. 

5 [count] : trading card ■ a collection of baseball/foot¬ 
ball/basketball cards 

6 [count] : a thin, hard board that has small electronic devic¬ 
es on it and that can be added to the inside of a computer to 
make the computer perform different tasks ■ a memory/ 
sound/video card ■ an expansion card [=a device that allows 
a computer to do more things than it originally could] 

7 [count] : a list of the individual competitions that will hap¬ 
pen at a sports event : a sports program ■ a racing card [=a 
list of races] ■ a boxing card [=a list of boxing matches] ■ 
Three fights are on the card tonight. 

8 [count] old-fashioned : a funny or amusing person ■ He’s 
such a card). 

9 [noncount] Brit \ cardboard • a piece of card 

get your card or be given your card Brit : to be told that 
you no longer have a job ■ Thousands of factory workers 
have been given their cards [=have been laid off; have lost 
their jobs] in recent months. 

hold (all/all of) the cards : to be in control of a situation 
and have the power to make decisions ■ It’s your decision. 
You’re holding all the cards. 

in the cards (US) or Brit on the cards : certain or likely to 
happen in the future ■ No one knows what’s in the cards for 
the economy next year. [=what will happen to the econo¬ 
my next year] — often used in negative statements ■ It's 
not in the cards for him to win the election. [=he’s not go¬ 
ing to win the election] ■ Success just wasn’t in the cards for 
her. [=she wasn’t meant/supposed to succeed] 
lay/put (all/all of) your cards on the table : to be honest 
with other people and to tell them your thoughts, plans, 
etc., in a very open way ■ Before we can talk further, you 
need to put all your cards on the table. (=you need to tell me 
what you are really thinking] 
overplay your cards see overplay 

play/hold/keep your cards close to the/your chest/vest 

: to keep your plans, ideas, etc., hidden from other people ■ 
No one knows if he’s going to run for reelection. He's still 
playing his cards close to his chest, 
play your cards right : to do things in an intelligent and 
well-planned way ■ If 1 play my cards right. I’ll be able to 
graduate next year. 

2 card verb cards; card-ed; card-mg [+ obj] 

1 US, informal: to ask (someone) to show a form of identifi¬ 
cation (such as a driver’s license) in order to prove that the 
person is old enough to do something (such as to drink alco¬ 
hol) ■ We all got carded, [^someone asked to see our IDs] ■ 
He carded me when 1 bought cigarettes/beer. 

2 : to achieve (a score) in golf ■ She carded [=scored] a 75. ■ 
He carded a birdie on the second hole. 

Car-da-mom /'kaadsmsm/ noun [noncount] : the seeds of 
an Asian plant that are used as a spice in cooking and baking 

■ a tablespoon of ground cardamom 

1 Card*board /'kaa-d^oa-d/ noun [noncount] : a stiff and 
thick kind of paper that is used especially for making boxes ■ 
Cover the windows with cardboard. ■ a piece of cardboard 

2 cardboard adj 

1 : made out of cardboard ■ cardboard boxes 

2 : not acting or seeming real : having an obviously false or 
fake quality ■ The play had cardboard characters. 

Card—Car«ry«ing /'kaa-d^erijig/ adj, always used before a 
noun : known as an active member of a group or organiza¬ 
tion ■ a card-carrying liberal/conservative ■ a card-carrying 
union member 

Card catalog noun, pi ~ -logs [count] US : a set of cards in 
a library that have information about books, journals, etc., 
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written on them and are arranged in alphabetical order — 
called also (Brit) card index 

card*hold*er /'kaa'd^oulda'/ noun, pi -ers [count] : some¬ 
one who has a credit card ■ Cardholders are required to 
make a minimum payment each month, 
car-di-ac /'kafrdi,zek/ adj, always used before a noun, medi¬ 
cal : of or relating to the heart ■ cardiac problems/disease/ 
surgery ■ cardiac patients [=people with heart disease or 
heart problems] ■ She went into cardiac arrest. [=her heart 
stopped beating] 

car*di*gan /'kaadigan/ noun, pi -gans [count] : a sweater 
that opens like a jacket and that is fastened in the front with 
buttons — called also (US) cardigan sweater; see color pic¬ 
ture on page C15 

1 car*di*nal /'ka^danal/ noun, pi -nals [count] 

1 : a priest of the Roman Catholic Church who ranks imme¬ 
diately below the Pope ■ The Pope appointed two new cardi¬ 
nals this year. ■ Cardinal Newman 

2 : a common North American bird The male cardinal is 
red and the female is mostly light brown. — see color pic¬ 
ture on page C9 

2 cardinal adj, always used before a noun, formal : basic or 
most important ■ the cardinal principles of news reporting ■ 
My cardinal rule is to always be honest. ■ The cardinal points 
[=the four main directions] on a compass are North, South, 
East, and West. 

cardinal number noun, pi ~ -bers [count] : a number 
(such as 1, 2, or 3) that is used in simple counting and shows 
quantity — compare ORDINAL NUMBER 
cardinal sin noun, pi ~ sins [count] : a very bad or serious 
sin in Christianity — often used figuratively or humorously ■ 
Giving false information is a cardinal sin in news reporting. ■ 
He committed the cardinal sin of criticizing his boss, 
card index noun, pi ~ -dexes [count] chiefly Brit : a set of 
cards that have information written on them and are ar¬ 
ranged in alphabetical order; especially : card catalog 
car-diO /'ka^dijou/ noun [noncount] US, informal : any type 
of exercise that causes the heart to beat faster and harder for 
a period of time ■ After weightlifting, she does 40 minutes of 
cardio. — often used before another noun ■ cardio [= cardio¬ 
vascular ] exercises/fitness ■ a cardio workout 
cardio- combining form, medical : heart: cardiac ■ cardiolo¬ 
gy • cardiopulmonary [=relating to the heart and the lungs] 
car-di-ol-O-gy /.kazKii'ailacki/ noun [noncount] medical 
; the study of the heart and of diseases that affect the heart ■ 
a doctor who specializes in cardiology 
— car-dl-ol-o-gist /.ka^di'ailacfeist/ noun, pi -gists [count] 
car-dio-pul-mo-nary resuscitation /.ka^dyou- 

'pulm^neri-, Brit .kaidiau'pulmanri-/ noun [noncount] medi¬ 
cal : cpr 

car-dlo-vas-cu-lar /^aaKHjou'vasskjala 1 2 / adj 

1 medical: of or relating to the heart and blood vessels ■ the 
cardiovascular system ■ cardiovascular disease 

2 : causing the heart to beat faster and harder for a period of 
time ■ running, swimming, and other cardiovascular exercis¬ 
es ■ a cardiovascular workout 

card-play-er /'kafrd.pleja 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : someone 
who plays card games 

card-sharp /'kaa^faap/ noun, pi -sharps [count] : some¬ 
one who makes money by cheating at card games — called 
also card shark 

card table noun, pi ~ tables [count] : a small table that is 
used for playing card games and that often has legs that fold 

i UP 

care /'key/ noun, pi cares 

1 [noncount] : effort made to do something correctly, safely, 
or without causing damage ■ She used care in selecting a doc¬ 
tor for her son. ■ a box marked "Handle With Care ” [=handle 
carefully] 

2 [noncount] a : things that are done to keep someone 
healthy, safe, etc. ■ The children have inadequate medical 
care and little formal education. ■ We need to provide poor 
people with better dental care. • He is under a doctor’s care. 
[=is being treated by a doctor] ■ The boys were In the care of 
[=being looked after by] their grandparents. — see also DAY 
CARE, HEALTH CARE, INTENSIVE CARE, PRIMARY CARE, 
acute care at acute b : things that are done to keep some¬ 
thing in good condition ■ She wrote a book about car care. • 
With proper care , the machine should last a decade or more. 

■ She is an expert on skin/hair care. ■ She knows a lot about 
the care and feeding of horses. ■ These machines don’t need 


a lot of care and feeding. [= maintenance] 

3 [count] : something that causes you to feel worried or un¬ 
happy ■ He acts as if he doesn’t have a care in the world. [=as 
if he has no worries] ■ She looks as if all the cares of the 
world are on her shoulders. 

care of : at the address of ■ You can write to him care o/his 
fan club. [=you can write to him by sending a letter to his 
fan club] — abbr. do 

in/into care Brit — used to describe children who are being 
cared for by a government organization because their par¬ 
ents have died or are unable to care for them properly ■ 
The children had to be taken into care because of parental 
failure. ■ The youngest child was in care for several years. 
take care : to be careful : to use caution ■ He took care not 
to upset anyone. ■ Take care when you cross the street. — 
often used informally to express good wishes when some¬ 
one is leaving or at the end of a letter ■ I’ll see you next 
week. Take care! 

take care of 1 : to do the things that are needed to help or 
protect (someone) or to keep (something) in good condi¬ 
tion : to care for (someone or something) ■ He takes care of 
[-looks qfter] his brother after school. ■ They took care of a 
ten-room house without help. ■ He is home taking care of a 
sick child. ■ Each worker takes care of[= is responsible for] 
three machines. ■ Their family doctor has been taking care 
of them for 20 years. ■ You really ought to take better care 
of yourself. If you don’t get some rest and start eating bet¬ 
ter, you are bound to get sick. ■ I’m old enough to take care 
of [-look out for] myself. 2 : to deal with or do (something 
that requires effort or attention) - My assistant takes care 
of I =makes] all our travel arrangements. ■ Don’t worry 
about that mess. I’ll take care of it. [=I’ll clean it up] ■ He of¬ 
fered to take care of [-pay] the bill. 

2 care verb cares; cared; car-tng 

1 : to feel interest in something : to be interested in or con¬ 
cerned about something [no obj] He doesn’t care if he gets 
fired. — often + about ■ I don’t care about your little prob¬ 
lems. ■ He cares deeply about religion. [+ obj] I care what 
happens to her. 

2 [no obj] : to feel affection for someone ■ On Valentine’s 
Day, send her flowers to show that you care. ■ I didn’t know 
you cared . 

3 [no obj] somewhat formal: to want to do something or to be 
something ■ I wouldn’t care [=like] to have to make that deci¬ 
sion. ■ I wouldn’t care to be in your shoes right now. ■ I’m go¬ 
ing for a walk. Would you care to join me? ■ He’ll show the 
photos to anyone who cares to see them. ■ More factors influ¬ 
enced her decision than she cares to admit. 

as if I cared informal — used in angry speech to say that 
you do not'care at all about something ■ “She says she 
doesn’t want to talk to you.” “ As if I cared!" 
care a damn see 3 damn 

care for [phrasal verb] 1 care for (someone or something) 
: to do the things that are needed to help and protect (a 
person or animal) : to look after (someone or something) • 
She cares for [=takes care of] elderly patients. ■ Who is car¬ 
ing for your son while you are at work? ■ I cared for his cat 
while he was away. 2 care for (someone) : to feel affec¬ 
tion for (someone) ■ He sent flowers to show that he cares 
for you. ■ I got the feeling he never really cared for me. 3 
care for (something) somewhat formal a : to like or enjoy 
(something) — often used in negative statements ■ I don’t 
care for [=like] jelly beans. ■ He doesn’t care for sports. ■ I 
don’t care for your tone of voice, b : to want (something) 
■ Would you care for some pie? ■ I don’t care for any more 
coffee. 

could/couldn’t care less informal If you could care less 
(US) or couldn’t care less , you are not at all concerned 
about or interested in something. ■ I could care less what 
happens. [=1 don’t care what happens] • He says he couldn't 
care less if he gets fired. 

for all (someone) cares informal — used to say that some¬ 
one does not care at all about something ■ For all / care , he 
can leave today. [=1 don’t care if he leaves today] ■ She 
could quit the whole thing, for all he cares, 
see If I care informal — used in angry speech to say that 
you do not care at all about something ■ Go ahead and call 
her. See if I care! 

what does (someone) care? informal — used to say that 
you do not think someone should have any interest in 
something ■ “She said we should go.” “Well, what does she 
care?" 

who cares? informal — used to stress that something is not 
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important. • He can’t carry a tune, but who cares ? He’s 
having fun and that’s what matters. • Who cares what she 
says? [=what she says is not important] 
ca-reen /ka'riin/ verb -reens; -reened; -reen-ing [no obj ] 
US : to go forward quickly without control ■ The car ca¬ 
reened [=careered\ down the hill. 

1 career /ka'ria 1 / noun, pi -reers [count] 

1 : a job or profession that someone does for a long time • I 
want to make teaching my career. - I want to have a career 
as a teacher. [=1 want to be a teacher] ■ She hopes to pursue a 
career in medicine. — often used before another noun ■ He 
was a career diplomat/soldier. [=he was a diplomat/soldier 
for all or most of his working life] 

2 : a period of time spent in a job or profession ■ My career 
as a waitress lasted one day. ■ During his long career in ad¬ 
vertising he won numerous awards and honors. 

2 career verb -reers; -reered; -reer-ing [no obj] : careen 
ca-reer-ism /kg'riailzam/ noun [noncount] disapproving 
: an attitude or way of behaving that involves trying to do 
whatever you can to make more money or get promoted at 
your job • She was appalled by his careerism. 

— ca-reer-ist /kg'rinst/ noun, pi -ists [count] • a ruthless 
careerist 

care*free /'kea^fri:/ adj [more most ~] : having no wor¬ 
ries or problems : free from care ■ She has a carefree attitude 
toward life. ■ They spent a carefree day at the lake. 
care-fill /'keafel/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : using care ■ He is a careful driver. • You can never be too 
careful about these things. ■ Be careful. The stove is hot! ■ 
They are very careful with their money. [=they only spend 
what they can afford] ■ She was careful of their feelings. ■ The 
police were careful to leave the room exactly as they found 
it. — see also (be) careful what you wish for at 1 wish 

2 always used before a noun : made, done, or said with care ■ 
Police made a careful examination of the scene. ■ We kept 
careful [^meticulous] records of the project. ■ They produced 
a careful study of the building. 

— care-ful-ly adv • He opened the door carefully. ■ She care¬ 
fully picked up the vase. ■ Drive carefully. — care-ful¬ 
ness noun [noncount] 

care-giv-er /'kea^giv^/ noun, pi -ers [count] US ; a person 
who gives help and protection to someone (such as a child, 
an old person, or someone who is sick) ■ When she got sick 
her husband became her primary caregiver. — called also 
(Brit) carer 

care-less /'kea-Ias/ adj [more most —] 

1 : not using care : not careful ■ He is a careless worker. ■ 
She was careless with my things. 

2 : done, made, or said without enough thought or attention 
■ It was a careless mistake. ■ I made a careless [-rude, thought¬ 
less] remark. ■ a newspaper known for careless reporting 

— care-less-ly adv ■ She carelessly left the stove on. — care- 
less-ness noun [noncount] • The mistake was the result 
of carelessness. 

care package noun, pi ~ -ages [count] US : a package of 
useful or enjoyable items (such as candy or baked goods) 
that is sent or given as a gift to someone who is away from 
home 

car-er /"kero/ noun, pi -ers [count] Brit : caregiver 
1 ca-ress /ka'res/ noun, pi -ress-es [count] : a gentle or lov¬ 
ing touch ■ She gave the baby’s cheek a gentle caress. 
2 caress verb -resses; -ressed; -ress-ing [+ obj] : to touch 
(someone or something) in a gentle way ■ She caressed the 
baby’s cheek. • A warm breeze caressed her face. 
1 care-tak*er / l kea , ,teik 9 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who takes care of buildings or land while the 
owner is not there ■ We have a caretaker who watches the 
place for us while we are away. 

2 chiefly US : a person who gives physical or emotional care 
to someone (such as a child, an old person, or someone who 
is sick) ■ I asked her caretaker [=caregiver] if there was any¬ 
thing I could do to help. 

3 Brit : janitor 

2 caretaker adj, always used before a noun : doing a job for a 
short time before another is chosen to take the job officially 
• a caretaker [= interim, temporary] government • the caretak¬ 
er President 

care worker noun, pi ~ -ers [count] Brit : a person whose 
job is to give care to people who are ill, disabled, etc. 
care-worn /'kea^woan/ adj [more most ~]: looking sad, 

tired, or worried • He has a careworn face. • He looks tired 
and careworn. 


car-fare /'kaa'.fea/ noun, pi -fares [count] ; the money a 
person pays to travel by bus, taxi, etc. 
car-go /'kaa'gou/ noun, pi -goes also -gos : something that 
is carried from one place to another by boat, airplane, etc. 
[count] The ship was carrying a cargo of crude oil. [non¬ 
count] Workers unloaded cargo [-freight] quickly on the 
dock. — often used before another noun • a cargo ship/plane 
• Her new minivan has a lot of cargo space. 

Ca-rib-be-an /(kers'bi'.jsn, ka'nbijan/ adj : of or relating to 
the Caribbean Sea or its islands or to the people of the is¬ 
lands ■ the Caribbean islands • Caribbean food/customs 
car-i-bou /'kera.bu:/ noun, pi -bou or -bous [count] : a 
large type of deer that lives in northern parts of the world ■ a 
herd of caribou The word caribou is used especially to re¬ 
fer to these animals when they live in North America. The 
word reindeer is used for these animals when they live in oth¬ 
er parts of the world. — see picture at deer 
1 car-i-ca-ture /'kenk3,tf>/ noun, pi -tures [count] 

1 ; a drawing that makes someone look funny or foolish be¬ 
cause some part of the person’s appearance is exaggerated ■ 
An artist was doing caricatures in the park. 

2 : someone or something that is very exaggerated in a fun¬ 
ny or foolish way ■ His performance in the film was a carica¬ 
ture of a hard-boiled detective. • The interview made her into 
a caricature of a struggling artist. 

— car-i-ca-tur-ist /"kenksitfanst/ noun, pi -ists [count] • an 
artist who’s a talented caricaturist 

2 caricature verb -tures; -tured; -tur-ing [+ obj] : to do a 
caricature of (someone or something) : to draw or describe 
(someone or something) in a funny or exaggerated way ■ The 
press caricatured him as clumsy and forgetful, 
car-ies /'keriz/ noun [noncount] technical : tooth decay 
caring adj 

1 [more most ~] : feeling or showing concern for other 
people ■ a caring parent/child/teacher ■ a caring gesture 

2 always used before a noun, Brit : of or relating to work that 
involves helping people ■ the caring professions 

car-jack-ing /'kaa^cfecekio/ noun, pi -ings [count] : the 
crime of using violence or threats to steal a car from its driv¬ 
er or to force the driver to take you someplace ■ The police 
are investigating another carjacking. 

- car-jack /'ka^cfeeek/ verb -jacks; -jacked; -jacking [+ 
obj] ■ She claimed to have been carjacked. — car-jack-er 
/'kaa , |(fe£ek^/ noun, pi -ers [count] ■ Police apprehended 
the carjackers. 

car-load /'kaa^loud/ noun, pi -loads [count] : the amount 
of people or things that will fit in a car : a car full of people 
or things ■ She brought home a carload of books. • People 
were arriving by the carload. 

car-mak-er /'kaa^meika/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a company 
that makes and sells cars ■ American carmakers [=(£/.£) auto¬ 
makers] face stiff competition from Japan, 
car-nage /'ka^mcfe/ noun [noncount] : the killing of many 
people • Years of violence and carnage [=bloodshed] have left 
the country in ruins. ■ Reporters described the highway acci¬ 
dent as a scene of carnage. 

car-nal /'kaan]/ adj, formal : of or relating to the body : sex¬ 
ual or sensual ■ carnal desires/pleasures — often used in the 
phrase carnal knowledge to refer to sexual intercourse ■ car¬ 
nal knowledge of a woman [=sexual intercourse with a wom¬ 
an] 

car-na-tion /ka^'neijan/ noun, pi -tions [count] : a pink, 
white, yellow, or red flower that has a sweet smell ■ The 
groom wore a carnation in his buttonhole. — see color pic¬ 
ture on page C6 

car-ni-val /"kaanaval/ noun, pi -vals 

1 or Carnival [count, noncount] : a festival held before Lent 
that includes music and dancing ■ Will you be in town for 
(the) Carnival this year? 

2 [count] US a : a form of entertainment that travels to dif¬ 
ferent places and includes rides and games you can play to 
win prizes • Are you going to the carnival [=(Brit) funfair] this 
weekend? b : an event where many people gather to cele¬ 
brate something : festival ■ the school’s annual winter car¬ 
nival 

3 [count] : a time or place that is exciting, lively, colorful, 
etc. ■ That part of town is a carnival on Friday and Saturday 
nights. ■ There is a carnival atmosphere in the office. ■ The 
garden became a carnival of color. 

car-tli-VOre /'kaana.voa/ noun, pi -vores [count] : an ani¬ 
mal that eats meat: a meat eater — sometimes used humor- 
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ously to refer to people who eat meat ■ Many of my friends 
are vegetarians, but I'm a carnivore. 

— car-niv-o-rous /kaa^'nivaras/ adj ■ a carnivorous animal 
car*Ob /'kerab/ noun [noncount] : the fruit of a Mediterra¬ 
nean tree that can be prepared to taste similar to chocolate 
and is used in various foods — often used before another 
noun ■ carob beans/pods ■ carob powder 

1 Car-Ol /'keral/ noun, pi -ols [count] : a song sung during the 
Christmas season ■ We sang our favorite carols while we dec¬ 
orated the tree. — called also Christmas carol 
2 carol verb -ols; US -oled or chiefly Brit -oiled; US -ol-ing 
or chiefly Brit -oMing [no obj] : to go from place to place 
singing Christmas carols ■ Last night, we went caroling with 
our friends. 

— carol-er (US) or chiefly Brit caroMer /'kerala 1 / noun, pi 
-ers [count] • Christmas carolers making their rounds 

ca-rot-id artery /ks'rcctad-/ noun, pi ~ -teries [count] 
medical: either one of the two arteries in the neck that sup¬ 
ply blood to the head 

ca-rouse /ka'rauz/ verb -rous-es; -roused; -rousting 

[no obj] : to drink alcohol, make noise, and have fun with 
other people ■ My brother and his friends went out carousing 
last night. 

car-OU-sel also car-rou-sel Akera'sel/ noun, pi -sels 
[count] 

1 : merry-go-round 1 ■ He loves to ride on the carousel at 
the park. 

2 : a machine or device with a moving belt or part that car¬ 
ries things around in a circle ■ the luggage carousel at the air¬ 
port ■ a dessert carousel ■ a CD player with a six-disk carousel 

1 carp /'ktiJrp/ verb carps; carped; carp-ing [no obj] : to 
complain in an annoying way • He’s always carping about his 
boss. ■ He’s tired of always being carped at by his critics. 

— carping noun [noncount] • I’m tired of all his carping. 
— carping adj ■ carping critics 

2 carp noun, pi carp or carps [count]: a type of large fish that 
lives in rivers and lakes and is often used for food 
car-pal tunnel syndrome /'ka^pai-/ noun [singular] 
medical : a condition that causes pain and weakness in the 
wrist, hand, and fingers 
car park noun, pi ~ parks [count] Brit 

1 : PARKING LOT 

2 : PARKING GARAGE 

car-pen-ter / , kaa , p9nta i / noun, pi -ters [count] : a person 
whose job is to make or fix wooden objects or wooden parts 
of buildings 

car-pen-try /'kaapantri/ noun [noncount] ; the skill or 
work of making or fixing wooden objects or wooden parts of 
buildings : the skill of a carpenter or the work done by a car¬ 
penter ■ He learned carpentry from his father. ■ When the 
carpentry is finished, the cabinets will be installed. — see pic¬ 
ture on next page 

1 car-pet /‘kaa'pgt/ noun, pi -pets 

1 : a heavy fabric cover for a floor [count] We bought a new 
carpet for the bedroom, [noncount] Which brand of carpet 
did you choose? — compare rug; see also magic carpet 

2 [count] : a thick covering : a thick layer of something ■ The 
ground was covered by a carpet of leaves/snow/grass. 

call (someone) on the carpet US. informal : to criticize 
someone for doing something wrong - He was/got called 
on the carpet for missing the deadline. 
sweep (something) under the carpet see ^weep 
2 carpet verb -pets; -pet-ed; -pet-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to put a carpet on the floor of a room ■ We decided to 
carpet the bedroom. ■ carpet the floor 

2 : to cover (something) with a thick layer ■ Leaves carpeted 
the lawn. = The lawn was carpeted with leaves. 

3 Brit, informal: to criticize (someone) for doing something 
wrong — often used as (be) carpeted ■ He was carpeted for 
missing the deadline. 

— carpeted adj ■ a carpeted room 
car-pet-bag-ger / , kci3 , p3t,baeg3‘/ noun, pi -gers [count] 

disapproving 

1 : a person from the northern United States who went to 
the South after the American Civil War to make money 

2 : a political candidate who runs for office in a place where 
he or she has lived only for a short time 

carpet—bomb verb -bombs; -bombed; -bomb-ing [+ 
obj] : to drop many bombs in order to cause great destruc¬ 
tion over (an area) ■ a city that was carpet-bombed during 
World War II — often used figuratively ■ Television viewers 


are being carpet-bombed with political advertisements as 
election day approaches. 

— carpet—bombing noun [noncount] ■ a city destroyed by 
carpet-bombing 

car-pet-ing /'ka^patig/noMn, pi -ings 
t [noncount] : carpets or the material used for carpets ■ The 
house has wall-to-wall carpeting in the bedrooms. 

2 [count] Brit, informal : an act of criticizing someone for do¬ 
ing something wrong • The boss gave him a good carpeting 
[=scolding] for missing the deadline, 
carpet slipper noun, pi ~ -pers [count] Brit, old-fashioned 

; SLIPPER 

carpet sweeper noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a device with a 
long handle and a rolling brush that is used for cleaning car- 

pete 

car pool noun, pi ~ pools [count] : a group of people who 
regularly share a car when they are going to and from their 
jobs or who take turns driving each other other’s children to 
school, activities, etc. 

- car-pool / l kaa^pu:l/ verb -pools; -pooled; -pool-ing 

[no obj\ ■ She carpools to work every day with her neigh¬ 
bor. — car-pool-er noun, pi -ers [count] 
car-port /'kaa^poa't/ noun, pi -ports [count] : a shelter for a 
car that has open sides and that is usually attached to the 
side of a building — compare Garage 
car-riage /'kencfc/ noun, pi -riag-es 

1 : a large vehicle with four wheels that is pulled by a horse 
and that carries people [count] They rode to the city in car¬ 
riages. [noncount] They rode by carriage. — called also 
coach 

2 [count] ; a wheeled structure that is used to carry and 
move something heavy (such as a large gun) ■ an artillery 
carriage 

3 [count] US : baby carriage ■ I took the baby to the park 
in the carriage. 

4 [count] Brit : a separate section of a train ■ a passenger car¬ 
riage [-((/S') car , (Brit) coach] 

5 [count] : a moving part of a machine that supports or car¬ 
ries some other movable object or part ■ a typewriter car¬ 
riage 

6 [noncount] somewhat old-fashioned : the way in which a 
person’s body is positioned when the person is moving, 
standing, etc. ■ a dancer noted for her elegant carriage [-pos¬ 
ture] 

7 [noncount] Brit : the process or cost of carrying or trans¬ 
porting goods ■ the carriage of goods ■ payment of carriage 
charges 

car-ri-er /'kerija-/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : someone or something that carries something: such as a 
: mail carrier b i a container used to move something 
from one place to another ■ I put the pet carrier in the car. ■ 
The equipment comes with its own carrier, [-carrying case] 

C : AIRCRAFT CARRIER -See also PEOPLE CARRIER, PER¬ 

SONNEL CARRIER 

2 : a company that moves people or goods from one place to 
another ■ The airline is the nation’s largest carrier. 

3 ; a person or animal that can give a disease or a gene to 
others but is not affected by it ■ Mosquitoes can be carriers 
of malaria. 

4 US : a company that provides a specified service (such as 
insurance or long-distance telephone service) ■ We switched 
to a different long-distance carrier to save money on our 
phone bill. 

5 Brit : carrier bag 

carrier bag noun, pi ~ bags [count] Brit : a bag that a store 
gives you to carry any items you have bought there ■ a plastic 
carrier bag from the supermarket 
carrier pigeon noun, pi ~ -geons [count] : a type of pi¬ 
geon that is trained to carry messages 
car-ri-on /'kerijan/ noun [noncount] : the flesh of dead ani¬ 
mals ■ Vultures live chiefly on carrion. 
car-rot /'kerat/ noun, pi -rots 

1 : the long orange root of a plant that is eaten as a vegetable 
[count] She chopped some carrots for the soup, [noncount] 
He added some grated carrot to the soup. — see color pic¬ 
ture on page C4 

2 [count] informal : something that is offered as a reward or 
advantage to persuade a person to do something ■ The com¬ 
pany offered a carrot in the form of additional vacation time 
to workers who met their deadlines. This sense of carrot is 
often contrasted with stick, which suggests a punishment for 
not doing something. ■ He’ll have to choose between the car- 
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rot and the stick. ■ The administration was criticized for its to 300 passengers. ■ a ship carrying thousands of gallons of oil 

carrot-and-stick approach to foreign policy. — sometimes used figuratively * Your talent will cany you 

car-rot-top/'ker3t,t«:p/«ow/J,/7/ -tops [count} informal : a far. f=it will make you very successful] ■ She intended the 

person with red hair : redhead play to carry audiences toward a sense of peace and under- 

1 car«fV /'keri/ verb -ries; -ried; -ry«ing standing. ■ She still carries the memories of an unhappy 

i [ + obj] : to move (something) while holding and supporting childhood. ■ The song carries me back to [=it makes me re- 

it ■ She helped me carry [=transport ] the boxes out to my car. member] my first year of college. 

■ I’ll carry your luggage to your room.« He was carrying his 2 [+ otfj\ : to contain and direct the flow of (water, electrici- 

baby daughter in his arms. ■ For two months, I carried the ty, etc.) ■ Oil is carried to the factory through these pipes. ■ 

book around with me everywhere I went. - The waitress car- We installed gutters that will carry water away from the 

ried away our empty dinner plates. • The wind carried the house. ■ blood vessels that carry blood to the heart ■ These 

smoke away from the campsite. • These planes can carry up cables carry electricity to hundreds of homes. ■ The bridge 
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carries traff ic in two directions. 

3 [+ obj ] : to have (something) with you or on your body ■ 
Do police officers carry guns when they’re off duty? ■ This 
bus driver doesn’t carry change, so please have the exact fare 
ready. ■ I always carry $20 in case of an emergency. ■ tourists 
carrying cameras 

4 [+ obj] : to be able to give (a disease or a gene) to others 
even though you may not be affected by it ■ One percent of 
the population now carries the virus, and one in three will 
suffer symptoms of the disease. 

5 [+ obj] : to be pregnant with (a baby) ■ She's carrying her 
second child. 

6 [+ obj ] : to hold (your body or your head) in a particular 
way ■ He’s over 80 years old and still carries himself erect/up¬ 
right like a soldier. ■ Be proud of yourself. Walk tall and car¬ 
ry your head high! ■ She always carries [=(more formally) 
comports ] herself with dignity and grace. 

7 [+ obj] a : to have (something) in a store and ready to be 
sold : to keep (something) in stock ■ Our grocery store car¬ 
ries a good selection of wines. ■ We no longer cany that 
brand, b : to have (someone or something) on a list or 
record ■ The company carries nearly 200 employees on its 
payroll. 

8 [+ obj] a : to have (something) as a quality or characteris¬ 
tic ■ All of our products cany a lifetime guarantee. ■ Your 
promises would carry more weight [=they would be more 
meaningful] if you didn’t break them so often, b : to be 
marked or labeled with (something) ■ Cigarettes are required 
to carry a government health warning. ■ men who carry the 
physical scars of war 

9 [+ obj] : to have (something) as a result or consequence ■ 
Such crimes carry [=entail, involve ] a heavy penalty. ■ The 
surgery does cany certain risks. — often + with • You must 
understand that the job carries with it great responsibility. 

10 [+ obj] : to have (something) as a duty or responsibility ■ 
I’m carrying a full course load this semester. ■ He carries the 
weight of the world on his shoulders. [=he feels much pres¬ 
sure because he has great responsibilities] 

11 [+ obj] : to be responsible for the success of (something or 
someone) ■ He’s a player that’s capable of carrying a team on 
his own. ■ Her spectacular performance as Carmen carried 
the opera. 

12 a [+ obj] : to make (something) continue ■ They carried 
[ =took , extended] the game into the 10th inning. ■ The news¬ 
paper carried the story over to the following page. ■ The de¬ 
sign calls for the columns to be carried all the way up to the 
top of the building. ■ carrying the war to another continent 
b [no obj] : to travel a long distance ■ His deep voice carries 
well. ■ Baseballs don’t carry well in cold weather. 

13 [+ obj] : to continue (something) beyond a normal or ac¬ 
ceptable limit • He realized that he had carried the joke too 
far and hurt her feelings. — see also cany (something) to ex¬ 
tremes at 2 extreme 

14 [+ obj] : to sing (a tune) correctly ■ I’ve never been able to 
cany a tune. 

15 [+ obj] : to present (a story, sports event, TV show, etc.) to 
the public ■ Channel 9 will cany the game. ■ Every local 
newspaper carried [=ran] the photograph. ■ The trial was car¬ 
ried live [^broadcast as it was happening] on television. 

16 a : to cause (a bill or an official proposal) to be passed or 
adopted [+ obj] — often used as (be) carried • The bill was 
carried in the Senate by a vote of 75-25. [no obj] He called 
for a motion to stop debate, but the motion did not carry. • 
The motion carried unanimously. [=everyone voted to pass 
it] b [+ obj] chiefly US : to win a majority of votes in (a state, 
legislature, etc.) ■ The bill carried the Senate by a vote of 75- 
25. • In the presidential election of 1936, Franklin D. 
Roosevelt carried [=won. took] all the states except Maine 
and Vermont. 

17 [+ obj] : to move (a number) from one column to another 
when you are adding numbers together ■ When you added 
these two numbers, you forgot to carry the I. 

be/get carried away: to be so excited that you are no long¬ 
er in control of your behavior ■ I shouldn’t have behaved 
like that. I just got carried away. • Just relax! There’s no 
need to get carried away. ■ They allowed themselves to be 
carried away by fear. 

carry all/everything before you literary : to be completely 
successful • This young boxer has the talent to carry all be¬ 
fore him. 

carry a torch for see ‘torch 
carry coals to Newcastle see coal 
carry into effect see ‘effect 


carry off [phrasal verb] carry off (something) or carry (some¬ 
thing) off 1 : to do (something difficult) successfully : to 
achieve or accomplish (something) ■ He tried to look cool 
but couldn't carry it off. [=pull it off] • She’s the only actress 
I know with enough talent to cany this off. 2 : to win 
(something) • We carried off the prize. 
carry on [phrasal verb] 1 : to continue to do what you have 
been doing ■ I didn’t mean to interrupt you—please cany 
on. ■ She carried on as if nothing had happened. : to contin¬ 
ue despite problems ■ I know it’s difficult, but you need to 
cany on as best you can. 2 : to behave or speak in an ex¬ 
cited or foolish way • They laughed and carried on like they 
were old friends. • We were embarrassed by the way he was 
carrying on. ■ She’s always carrying on [=talking in an excit¬ 
ed way] about her neighbors. • screaming, crying, and car¬ 
rying on — see also carryings-on, carry-on 3 carry 
on (something) a : to manage or participate in (an activi¬ 
ty) ■ She carried on an affair with her boss. ■ It’s too noisy 
in here to carry on a conversation. ■ The police are carrying 
on [= conducting ] an investigation into his murder. ■ carry¬ 
ing on a campaign against illegal drug use b : to continue 
doing (something) ■ The money allows us to carry on our 
research. ■ Although the teacher spoke to them, they just 
carried on [=went on, kept on] talking, c : to cause (some¬ 
thing, such as a tradition) to continue ■ We were the only 
ones left to cany on the tradition. ■ canying on the family 
name 4 carry on with (something) : to continue doing or 
participating in (an activity) ■ Please carry on with what 
you were doing. ■ They carried on with their conversation. 
5 carry on with (someone) chiefly Brit, old-fashioned : to 
have an often immoral sexual relationship with (someone) 
■ I found out that he had been carrying on with [=(more 
commonly) fooling around with] my sister. 
carry out [phrasal verb] carry (something) out or carry out 
(something) 1 : to do and complete (something) ■ We car¬ 
ried out several experiments to test the theory. ■ An investi¬ 
gation carried out several years ago revealed no new infor¬ 
mation. 2 : to act on (a promise, plan, etc.) : to do 
something that you said you would do or that someone has 
asked you to do ■ She failed to cany out [=fulfiU] her prom¬ 
ise. ■ The town has plans to build a new school, but it cur¬ 
rently lacks the money to carry them out. ■ You’ll be paid 
when you’ve carried out [=executed] your instructions/or¬ 
ders/duties. — see also carryout 
carry over [phrasal verb] 1 : to continue to exist or be seen 
in another place or situation • His unhappiness at home 
carried over into/to his work. ■ Her abilities in singing 
didn’t carry over to acting. 2 carry (something) over or 
carry over (something) : to cause or allow (something) to 
continue in another place or situation ■ People can carry 
bad eating habits learned in childhood over to/into adult¬ 
hood. — see also carryover 
carry the ball see 1 ball 
carry the can see 2 can 
carry the day see day 
carry the torch see ‘torch 

carry through [phrmsal verb] 1 a : to continue to exist or 
happen — usually + to • The yellow and blue theme in the 
kitchen carries through to the rest of the house. • Our con¬ 
versation carried through to dessert, b : to continue to do 
something — usually + to ■ Though extremely tired, she 
managed to cany through to the finish. 2 carry through 
with/on (something) US : to do (something that you said 
you would do) ■ The mayor carried through [= followed 
through] on her promise to clean up the city. ■ We’re begin¬ 
ning to cany through with [=carry out] our plans. 3 carry 
(something) through : to successfully finish or complete 
(something that you have begun or said you will do) ■ 
Whatever project you begin, you must cany it through to 
completion. 4 a carry (someone) through : to help or al¬ 
low (someone) to survive or continue ■ We had enough 
supplies to carry us through (until spring). ■ His faith car¬ 
ried him through, b carry (someone) through (something) 
: to help or allow (someone) to survive or continue during 
(a period of time) ■ We had enough supplies to cany us 
through the winter. ■ His faith carried him through a diffi¬ 
cult time in his life. ■ I borrowed a few more books to cany 
me through the summer. 
fetch and carry see fetch 

2 carry noun, pi -ries [count] American football : the act of 
running with the ball ■ He averaged four yards per carry this 
season. 

car*ry*all /'kerua.l/ noun, pi -alls [count] US : a large bag or 
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carrying case — called also {Brit) holdall', see picture at bag 
car»ry—COt /'keri,ka:t/ noun, pi -cots [count] Brit : a small 
bed that is used for canying a young baby 
carrying case noun, pi ~ cases [count]: a container that 
usually has a handle and that is made for carrying something 
with your hand ■ The guitar had a plastic carrying case. 
carryings-on noun [plural] : foolish, excited, or improper 
actions • the questionable carryings-on of politicians ■ the 
carryings-on of teenage boys — see also carry on at ‘carry 
1 Car»ry—On /'keri,a:n/ noun, pi -ons 

1 [count] US : a small piece of luggage that a passenger can 
carry onto an airplane ■ I packed the book in my carry-on. 

2 [singular] Brit, informal : a moment of excitement or silly 
behavior ■ She makes such a big carry-on [=/h.£y, stir] about 
everything. ■ What a carry-on\ — see also carry on at 1 carry 

2 carry—on adj, always used before a noun : small enough to 
be carried onto an airplane by a passenger ■ carry-on bag¬ 
gage/luggage 

car-ry«OUt / l keri,aot/ noun, pi -outs chiefly US 

1 [noncount] : takeout 1 • We ordered Chinese carryout. 

2 [count] : takeout 2 ■ She works in a Chinese carryout. 

— carryout adj, chiefly US • carryout food ■ a carryout res¬ 
taurant 

car-ry-over / , keri l ouv3'/ noun, pi -overs [count] : some¬ 
thing that existed in one time or place and continues in an¬ 
other • His tendency to eat everything on his plate is a carry¬ 
over [-holdover] from his childhood. • superstitions that are 
carryovers from ancient times — see also carry over at ‘car¬ 
ry 

car seat noun, pi ~ seats [count] : a special seat for a baby 
or a small child that can be attached to an automobile seat 
and that holds the child safely 

car-sick /'kaa^sik/ adj I feeling sick while riding in a car be¬ 
cause of the movement of the vehicle 

— car-sick-ness noun [noncount] 

1 cart /'kaa-t/ noun, pi carts [count] 

1 : a wagon with two wheels that is pulled by an animal 
(such as a horse or donkey) 

2 : a small wheeled vehicle that is pushed: such as a US : a 
metal basket on wheels used to hold groceries while you are 
shopping • a grocery cart — called also shopping cart, {Brit) 
trolley b US : a table with wheels used especially for serving 
food ■ a dessert cart — called also {Brit) trolley 

3 : GOLF CART 

put the cart before the horse : to do things in the wrong 
order : to do something first instead of waiting until some¬ 
thing else has been done ■ People are putting the cart before 
the horse by making plans on how to spend the money be¬ 
fore we are even certain that the money will be available. 
upset the apple cart see 2 upset 
2 cart verb carts; cart-ed; cart-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to carry or move (something) in a cart • We carted some 
dirt to the garden. 

2 : to carry or move (something) ■ I carted all the books 
home. ■ He carted the bags away. 

3 : to take (someone) away by force — usually + off ■ They 
carted him off to jail. 

carte blanche ^kaa-t'blainlf/ noun [noncount] : permis¬ 
sion to do something in any way you choose to do it • We 
gave the decorator carte blanche to furnish the house, 
car-tel /kaa^tel/ noun, pi -tels [count] : a group of business¬ 
es that agree to fix prices so they all will make more money ■ 
an illegal drug cartel 

car-ti-lage /'kaa-talicfc/ noun [noncount] : a strong but flexi¬ 
ble material found in some parts of the body (such as the 
nose, the outer ear, and some joints) ■ She fell and damaged 
some cartilage in her knee. 

— car>ti*lag>i»nous Akaa-ta'lzec&anas/ adj ■ cartilaginous 
tissue 

car-tog-ra-pher /kaa^tcLgrefa-/ noun, pi -phers [count]: a 
person who makes maps 

car-tog-ra-phy /ka&'taigrafi/ noun [noncount] : the pro¬ 
cess or skill of making maps * She studied cartography in col¬ 
lege. 

— car-tog-ra-phic /tka&ta'graehk/ adj ■ cartographic skills ■ 
cartographic data 

car-ton fkozrtxy/ noun, pi -tons [count] 

1 : a light box or container usually made of cardboard or 
plastic ■ She got a carton of ice cream out of the freezer. ■ a 
carton of orange juice ■ a milk carton 

2 US : a box containing things that have been packed to¬ 


gether so they can be sold or moved - He bought a carton of 
cigarettes. ■ Several cartons of books arrived yesterday, 
car-toon /kaa^'tum/ noun, pi -toons [count] 

1 a : a drawing in a newspaper or magazine intended as a 
humorous comment on something ■ a political cartoon b 
: a series of drawings that tell a story : comic strip ■ She en¬ 
joys reading the cartoons in the Sunday paper. 

2 : a film or television show made by photographing a series 
of drawings : an animated film or television show ■ The kids 
are watching cartoons. ■ a cartoon character 

3 technical : a design, drawing, or painting made by an artist 
as a model for the finished work 

— car-toon-ist /kaa^'tuinist/ noun, pi -ists [count] 
car-tridge /'kaa-tncfc/ noun, pi -tridg-es [count] 

1 : a tube which you put into a gun and which contains a 
bullet and explosive material 

2 : a case or container that you put into a machine to make 
it work • a video game cartridge ■ The printer needs a new ink 
cartridge. 

1 cart-wheel /'kaa^wi.l/ noun, pi -wheels [count] : an ath¬ 
letic movement in which you move sideways by placing one 
hand and then the other on the ground, lifting your feet into 
the air, and then landing on one foot and then the other foot 

— The children turned/did cartwheels and somersaults on the 
grass. 

2 cartwheel verb -wheels; -wheeled; -wheeling [no obj\ 

1 : to do a cartwheel ■ She cartwheeled across the floor. 

2 : to spin or turn over in a violent and uncontrolled way • 
The car hit the pole and then cartwheeled across the road. 

carve /'kaa^v/ verb carves; carved; carv-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to make (something, such as a sculpture or design) 
by cutting off pieces of the material it is made of ■ We carved 
an ice sculpture. ■ a carved object — often + out of or from • 
He carved the sculpture out of marble. ■ She carves figures 
from wood. 

2 [+ obj] a : to cut (something, such as a pattern or design) 
into a surface — often + into or on ■ He carved his name on/ 
into the table. ■ Their initials are carved into the tree, b : to 
create (something) by cutting into a surface — often + out • 
The Colorado River carved out the Grand Canyon. 

3 : to cut (cooked meat) into pieces or slices [+ obj] Who is 
going to carve the turkey? • Would you carve me another 
slice of turkey, please? = Would you carve another slice of 
turkey for me? [no obj] He carved while I made the gravy. 

4 [+ obj] : to create (a job, a fortune, a way of life, etc.) for 
yourself usually through hard work ■ He carved a new life for 
himself after the divorce. — often + out ■ She worked hard to 
carve out a career in education. 

carved in stone see 'stone 

carve up [phrasal verb] carve up (something) or carve 
(something) up usually disapproving : to divide something 
into small parts * The once beautiful countryside has been 
carved up by developers. 

— carv-er noun, pi -vers [count] • a talented carver 
carv-ing /'k aaviq/ noun, pi -ings 

1 [count] : a carved object, design, or figure ■ She bought a 
small wooden carving of a Buddha. 

2 [noncount] : the act or skill of creating carved objects, de¬ 
signs, or figures ■ an ancient people proficient in stone carv¬ 
ing — see also wood carving 

carving knife noun, pi ~~ knives [count] : a sharp knife 
that is used to cut cooked meat 
car wash noun, pi ~ washes [count] 

1 : an area or building with equipment for washing cars ■ a 
drive-through car wash 

2 US : an event at which people pay to have their cars 
washed in order to raise money for some purpose ■ Our 
church is having a car wash tomorrow from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. 

Ca-sa-no-va /.kaeza'noova/ noun, pi -vas [count] : a man 
who has many lovers ■ He has a terrible reputation as a 
Casanova. 

1 cas-cade /kae'skeid/ noun, pi -cades [count] 

1 : a small, steep waterfall; especially : one that is part of a 
series of waterfalls 

2 : a large amount of something that flows or hangs down ■ a 
cascade of water • Her hair was arranged in a cascade of 
curls. 

3 : a large number of things that happen quickly in a series ■ 
That decision set off a cascade of events. 

2 cascade verb -cades; -cad-ed; -cad-ing [no obj] : to flow 
or hang down in large amounts ■ The water cascades over the 
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rocks. ■ Her hair cascaded down around her shoulders. 
1 case /'keis/ noun, pi cas-es 

1 [count \: a situation or occurrence that is an instance or ex¬ 
ample of something ■ That was true in all three cases, [in¬ 
stances] ■ We usually ask for a 100-dollar deposit, but in this 
case we’ll make an exception. ■ They might not let you buy 
the tickets yet, in which case [=and if that is true] you should 
try again tomorrow. ■ It was a case of mistaken identity. [=a 
situation in which someone or something is mistakenly 
thought to be someone or something else] ■ a classic case 
[=a typical example] of sibling rivalry 

2 [count] : a situation that is being investigated or managed 
by someone (such as a police officer or social worker) in an 
official way ■ Her disappearance is a case for the police. ■ De¬ 
tectives are on the case. ■ a murder/rape/kidnapping case ■ 
The abused child’s case was turned over to state authorities. 

3 [count] grammar : a form of a noun, pronoun, or adjective 
showing its relationship to other words in a sentence ■ The 
word “child’s" in “a child’s shirt” is in the possessive case. 

4 the case : what actually exists or happens ■ A lot of people 
have had trouble working with him, and that was certainly 
the case with me. 1=1 also had trouble working with him] ■ 
She had expected him to come home, but that was not to be 
the case. [=but that didn’t happen] ■ The doctor may or may 
not have been at fault, but whatever the case (may be) [=ei- 
ther way] the patient almost died. ■ Is it not the case [=isn’t it 
true] that she took the car without permission? 

5 [count] law : a situation that will be talked about and de¬ 
cided in court ■ a court case • a civil/criminal case ■ The law¬ 
yer agreed to take/handle the case. The phrase / rest my 
case can be used to say that you have finished an argument 
or to suggest that something proves that what you are saying 
is true. ■ 1 said that it wouldn’t work and it didn’t. 1 rest my 
case. — see also test case 

6 [count] : a convincing argument ■ He makes a good case 
for cutting expenses. 

7 [count] a : an occurrence of a disease or an injury ■ an 
AIDS case ■ He has a bad/severe/slight case of the flu. b 
: an occurrence of discomfort, fear, etc. ■ She had a bad case 
of the nerves/jitters/butterflies [=she was very nervous] be¬ 
fore she gave her report. 

8 [singular] : a particular person and his or her condition or 
character ■ You are a sad case. — see also basket case, 
HEAD CASE 

in any case — used to indicate that something is true or 
certain regardless of what else has happened or been said ■ 
I’m not sure if I’ll be at the next meeting, but I’ll see you 
Sunday in any case. [=1 may or may not see you at the next 
meeting, but I’ll definitely see you Sunday] * In any case, 
you still owe me five dollars. 

in case 1 : for the purpose of being ready for something 
that might happen ■ Bring an umbrella in case it rains. ■ We 
brought extra money just in case. 2 — used to talk about 
something that might have happened or that might be true 
■ Today is our anniversary, in case you’ve forgotten. ■ In 
case [ij] you’re wondering. I’m looking for my glasses. 
in case of : if (something) happens ■ That door is for use in 
case of [-in the event oj] fire. 

in that case : when that is considered : because of that ■ 
“The traffic could be heavy tomorrow.” “In that case , we 
better leave early." 

on/off your case informal ^ Someone who is always or fre¬ 
quently criticizing you or telling you what to do is on your 
case and won’t get off your case. • Her brother is always on 
her case about the clothes she wears. ■ Get off my easel I’m 
working as hard as I can! 

— compare 2 case 
2 case noun, pi cases [count] 

1 : a box or container to hold something ■ a cigarette/pencil 
case — see also carrying case 

2 : the contents of a box ■ They drank a case [=four six- 
packs; 24 bottles] of beer. 

- compare ‘case 

3 case verb cases; cased; cas-ing [+ obf] : to study or 
watch (a house, store, etc.) with plans to rob it — often used 
in the phrase case the joint • A couple of robbers decided to 
case the joint. 

case history noun, pi ~ -ries [count] : a record that shows 
a person’s past illnesses, treatments, and other information 
for use by doctors, social workers, etc. • The patient’s case 
history showed recurring fits of depression, 
case in point noun [singular] : a specific example used to 


show that something you have said is true ■ He spends a lot 
of money on unnecessary things. A case in point is his collec¬ 
tion of rare sports cars. 

case law noun [noncount] : law that is based on decisions 
that judges have made in past cases ■ Case law says that a 
person has a right to privacy. 

case-load /'keisdoud/ noun, pi -loads [count] : the number 
or amount of cases handled by a court, social worker, etc. ■ 
We have a heavy /light caseload today, 
case-ment /'keismant/ noun, pi -ments [count] : a window 
that opens on hinges like a door — called also casement win¬ 
dow; see picture at window 

case Study noun, pi ~ -ies [count] : a published report 
about a person, group, or situation that has been studied 
over time ■ a case study of prisoners; also : a situation in real 
life that can be looked at or studied to learn about some¬ 
thing ■ The company’s recent history is a case study in bad 
management. 

case-work /'keiSjW^k/ noun [noncount ]: the work done by 
a social worker to help fix the problems of a person or family 

— case-work-er /'keiSiWa-ka 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 
cash /'k 2 e// noun [noncount] 

1 : money in the form of coins and bills ■ The vending ma¬ 
chine only accepts cash. • The fine may be paid by check or 
in cash. ■ He offered to pay cash for the truck. — often used 
before another noun ■ cash payments/prizes/sums 

2 : money along with other things (such as stocks) that can 
be quickly changed into money ■ The company has $4 mil¬ 
lion in cash. 

2 cash verb cash.es; cashed; cashing [+ obj] : to give or 
get cash for (a check) ■ The store wouldn’t cash the check. ■ 
He cashed his paycheck at the bank. 

cash in [phrasal verb] 1 cash in (something) or cash (some¬ 
thing) in : to obtain money for (something that you own) ■ 
She cashed in her stocks. ■ cash in an insurance policy 2 a 
cash in on (something) : to take advantage of something in 
order to make money ■ The magazine is planning to cash in 
on the hype surrounding the celebrity’s wedding by pub¬ 
lishing exclusive photos of the ceremony. ■ Carpenters 
cashed in on the construction boom. ■ stores cashing in on 
Christmas b cash in : to make money from something ■ 
He is going to cash in big [=make a lot of money] when he 
sells his house at the beach. 

cash—and—car-ry ^ksej'n'keri/ noun, pi -ries [count] : a 
store where businesses and other customers can pay cash for 
goods at low prices and take them away instead of having 
them delivered 

— cash-and-carry adj, always used before a noun ■ items 
sold on a cash-and-carry basis 

cash bar noun, pi bars [count] : a place at a party where 
guests can buy drinks • They had a cash bar at their wedding 
reception. 

cash card noun, pi cards [count] Brit : a card that is 
used to get money from an ATM : an ATM card — compare 

BANK CARD 

cash COW noun, pi ~ cows [count] : someone or something 
that makes a lot of money for a business, organization, etc. ■ 
The football team was a cash cow for the university. ■ The 
movie studio saw the actress as a cash cow. 
cash crop noun, pi crops [count] : a crop (such as to¬ 
bacco or cotton) that is grown to be sold rather than for use 
by the farmer 

cash desk noun, pi ~ desks [count] Brit : a checkout 
counter in a store : the place in a store where you pay for the 
things you are buying 

cash dispenser noun, pi ~ -ers [count] Brit: ATM 
cash-ew /'kse/u, ka'/u/ noun, pi -ews [count] : a type of 
roasted nut that has a curved shape — called also cashew 
nut; see picture at nut 

cash flow noun : the movement of money in and out of a 
business [singular] We were able to maintain a steady cash 
flow, [noncount] The company is looking at new ways to 
generate cash flow. 

1 cash-ier /tae'/ia 1 / noun, pi -iers [count] : a person whose job 
is to take in or give out money in a store, bank, etc. 

2 ca*shier /kse'JW verb -shiers; -shiered; -shier-ing 1+ 
obf] : to remove (a person) from a position for doing some¬ 
thing wrong ■ He was cashiered from the army, 
cashier’s check noun, pi ~ checks [count] : a check that 
is written by a bank and signed by a cashier — compare 

BANK DRAFT 
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cash machine noun, pi ~ -chines [count] Brit: atm 
cash-mere /*kae3,mi3\ 'kasj^mi noun [ noncount ] 

1 : fine wool from a kind of goat from India 

2 : a soft fabric made from cashmere wool — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ a cashmere sweater 

cash-point /'k£eJ,point/ noun, pi -points [count] Brit 
: ATM 

cash register noun, pi '■*- -ters [count] : a machine used in 
a store, restaurant, etc., that calculates the amount of cash 
due for a sale and has a drawer for holding money 
cas-ing /'keisig/ noun, pi -ings [count] 

1 : a layer on the outside of something that covers and pro¬ 
tects it ■ a sausage casing ■ a casing for a shotgun shell 

2 : a frame around a door or window 

ca-si-no /ka'sknou/ noun, pi -nos [count] : a building or 
room that has games (such as roulette or blackjack) for gam¬ 
bling 

Cask /'kassk, Brit 'kcr.sk/ noun, pi casks [count] : a contain¬ 
er that is shaped like a barrel and is used for holding liquids ■ 
an oak cask for wine; also : the contents of a cask ■ They 
drank a cask of wine. 

CaS-ket /'kasskat, Brit 'ka:skat/ noun, pi -kets [count] 

1 chiefly US : coffin 

2 : a small chest or box for jewelry or other valuable things 
This sense is no longer common in U.S. English. 

cas-sa-va /ka'saiva/ noun, pi -vas [count, noncount] : a 
tropical plant with thick roots that are used to make small 
white grains (called tapioca) that are used in cooking 
cas-se-role /'kassa^oul/ noun, pi -roles 

1 ; food (such as meat, noodles, and vegetables) baked to¬ 
gether and served in a deep dish [count] a seafood casserole 
[noncount] I made tuna casserole for dinner. 

2 [count] ; a deep dish used for baking ■ meat and noodles 
served in a casserole — called also casserole dish 

cas-sette /ka'sct/ noun, pi -settes [count]: a thin case that 
holds audio tape or videotape and in which the tape passes 
from one reel to another when being played ■ a cassette play¬ 
er/recorder ■ The songs are available on cassette. — see also 
VIDEOCASSETrE 

cas-SOCk /'kassak/ noun, pi -socks [count] : a long gown 
worn by a priest 

1 cast /'kasst, Brit *ka:st/ verb casts; cast; cast-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to throw or move (something) in a forceful way • cast 
[-throw, toss] a stone ■ Seaweed was cast up by the waves, b 
: to throw (a fishing line, hook, etc.) into the water by using 
a fishing pole 

2 a : to send or direct (something) in the direction of some¬ 
one or something ■ He cast a glance toward the door. [=he 
glanced at the door] ■ The witch cast [=put] a spell on him. b 
: to send (something) out or forward ■ The fire casts [=gives 
off] a warm glow. ■ The tree cast a long shadow on the lawn. 

— often used figuratively ■ The trial casts a harsh light on 
[=reveals bad things about] the banking industry. ■ Their ar¬ 
gument cast a pall on the party. [=gave the party an unhappy 
mood] • The incident casts doubt on her honesty. 

3 : to make (a vote) formally ■ How many votes were cast? • 
cast a ballot 

4 a : to assign roles for (a play, movie, etc.) to actors ■ cast a 
play b : to assign (an actor or actress) a role in a film, play, 
etc. ■ She was cast as a college professor who becomes a spy. 

— see also typecast 

5 a : to shape (a substance) by pouring it into a mold and 
letting it harden ■ The metal was cast into candlesticks. ■ 
molds used for casting steel b : to form (something, such as 
a sculpture) by casting metal, plaster, etc. ■ The statue will be 
cast in bronze. 

6 : to arrange (something) into parts or into a proper form ■ 
He cast the story in the form of a diary. 

7 : to talk about or think of (someone or something) in a 
particular way ■ The war was cast as a battle against terror¬ 
ism. ■ Health care issues are often cast in economic terms. 
cast about/around for [phrasal verb] cast about/around for 

(something) : to look in many places for (something) ■ 
They cast about for new ways to make money on the farm. 
■ She is still casting around for [=seeking] someone to watch 
her son while she is at work. 
casta (dark) cloud see 'cloud 

cast adrift [phrasal verb] 1 cast (a boat) adrift : to cause (a 
boat) to float on the water without being tied to anything 
or controlled by anyone — often used as (be) cast adrift ■ a 
small lifeboat cast adrift in the open sea 2 cast (someone) 
adrift: to cause (someone) to float on the water in a boat 


that is not tied to anything or controlled by anyone — of¬ 
ten used as (be) cast adrift ■ They were cast adrift in a small, 
leaky boat. — often used figuratively • I was cast adrift in a 
sea of confusion. 

cast aside [phrasal verb] cast aside (something) or cast 
(something) aside : to stop thinking about (something) ■ 
She tried to cast aside her worries and enjoy the party. 
cast aspersions see aspersions 

cast away [phrasal verb] cast away (someone) or cast 
(someone) away : to leave (someone) alone somewhere 
(such as on an island) as a result of a storm, shipwreck, etc. 

— usually used as (be) cast away ■ The crew was cast away 
on a desert island. — see also castaway 

cast caution to the wind see 'caution 
cast light on see 'light 
cast lots see lot 

cast off [phrasal verb] 1 cast off (something) or cast (some¬ 
thing) off : to get rid of (something) • The snake casts off 
[=sheds] its skin. ■ They wanted to cast off their fears. 

— see also castoff, cast-off 2 : to untie the rope that 
is holding a boat near the land ■ We decided to cast off and 
head out to sea. 3 : to remove stitches from a knitting 
needle in a way that does not cause them to become loose ■ 
When I finish this row, can you show me how to cast off? 

cast on [phrasal verb]: to place stitches on a knitting needle 
■ I was having trouble casting on, but I think I have it now. 
cast out [phrasal verb] cast out (someone or something) or 
cast (someone or something) out : to force (someone or 
something) to go away - He was cast out of [=expelled 
from] the tribe. ■ They tried to cast out the spirits from the 
haunted house. 

cast pearls before swine see pearl 
cast your eye over see 'eye 
cast your lot see lot 
cast your mind back see 'mind 
cast your net wide see ' net 
the die is cast see 2 die 
2 cast noun, pi casts 

1 [count] : the actors in a play, film, or 
television show ■ members of the cast 
= cast members ■ The show features 
an all-star cast [=a cast that includes 
many famous actors] ■ a strong sup¬ 
porting cast [=the actors other than 
the main stars] The phrase cast of 
characters is sometimes used to refer 
to a group of people who have impor¬ 
tant roles in a book, story, or event. ■ 

The cast of characters includes Presi¬ 
dent Johnson and his top advisers 
during the Vietnam War. 

2 [count] : a hard covering that is put on an arm, leg, etc., so 
that a broken bone can heal« She has a cast on her arm. — 
called also plaster cast 

3 [count] : a container that is used to give its form or shape 
to something that is poured or pressed into it : MOLD; also 
: an object that is made by using such a container ■ They 
made a mask from a wax cast of her face. 

4 [singular] literary : the shape or appearance of something ■ 
His face had a rugged cast. 

5 [singular] : a slight bit of color ■ old photographs with a 
reddish cast 

6 [singular] ; a characteristic of a person or thing : a distinc¬ 
tive quality ■ She has a skeptical cast of mind. [=she tends to 
be skeptical] 

7 [count]: the act of throwing a fishing line into water with a 
pole 

CaS-ta-netS /(kassta'ncts/ noun [plural] : a musical instru¬ 
ment that consists of two small, round parts that are clicked 
together by the fingers 

cast-away /'k£esta,wei, Brit 'ka:sta,wei/ noun, pi -aways 
[count] : a person who is left alone in a place (such as an is¬ 
land) as a result of a storm, shipwreck, etc. — see also cast 
away at 'cast 

caste /'kasst, Brit *ka:st/ noun, pi castes 

1 [count] : one of the classes into which the Hindu people of 
India were traditionally divided 

2 : a division of society based upon differences of wealth, 
rank, or occupation [count] He was from a higher caste, 
[noncount] a system of caste = a caste system 

cast-er (US) or Brit cas-tor /'kaesta 1 , Brit 'ka:sta/ noun, pi 
-ers [count] : a small wheel attached to the bottom of some- 




249 


castigate • cat 


thing (such as a piece of furniture) to make it easier to move 
cas-ti-gate /'ksesta.geit/ verb -gates; -gat*ed; -gating [+ 
obj] formal : to criticize (someone) harshly ■ The author cas¬ 
tigated the prime minister as an ineffective leader. — often + 
for ■ The judge castigated the lawyers for their lack of prepa¬ 
ration. ■ He was castigated in the media for making millions 
of dollars while the company went bankrupt. 

— caS'ti*ga>tion Aksests'geijan/ noun [noncount] 
casting /'ksestiij, Brit 'ka:stii)/ noun, pi -ings [count] 
: something made from material that hardens in a mold ■ 
The workers make metal castings for truck engines. 

Cast iron noun [noncount] : a very hard type of metal that is 
made into different shapes by being melted and poured into 
special containers (called casts or molds) • The fence is made 
of cast iron. 

cast-iron adj 

1 : made of cast iron ■ a cast-iron stove 

2 : very strong or tough ■ I have a cast-iron stomach. [=1 can 
eat anything spicy, hot, etc.] ■ a cast-iron will 

3 Brit : not likely to fail or be broken ■ You had better have a 
cast-iron [=(US) airtight] excuse for missing the meeting. ■ a 
cast-iron promise 

cas-tle /'ksessl, Brit 'kccsal/ noun, pi cas-tles [count] 

1 : a large building usually with high, thick walls and towers 
that was built in the past to protect against attack 

2 informal: a large expensive house ■ Millionaires built their 
castles along the lake. 

3 : a piece in the game of chess that looks like a castle tower 
: rook — see picture at chess 

castle in the air also castle in Spain : a dream, plan, or 
idea that can never become real — usually plural ■ He’s 
just building castles in the air if he thinks he can open a 
restaurant without any money. 

Cast-Off /'k 2 est,a:f, Brit 'karst,Df/ noun, pi -offs [count] 
: something or someone that is thrown out or replaced ■ The 
books were mostly castoffs from other schools. ■ He assem¬ 
bled a bunch of castoffs [=players fired by other teams] into a 
good football team. ■ a social castoff [=reject] — see also cast 
offl at 'cast 

Cast-Off /'kcest,a:f, Brit 'ka:st,t>f/ adj : thrown or given 
away ■ She had to wear her sister’s cast-off clothes. ■ cast-off 
players — see also cast off 1 at ‘cast 
castor Brit spelling of caster 

cas-tor oil /'ksesta-, Brit 'karstar-/ noun [noncount]: a thick 
oil made from a tropical plant and used in the past as a med¬ 
icine 

cas-trate /'k£e,streit, Brit kse'streit/ verb -trates; -trat*ed; 


-trat-ing [+ obj] : to remove the testes of (a person or ani¬ 
mal) ■ Farmers castrated the bull calf. ■ a castrated horse 

— cas-tra-tion /kee'streijan/ noun [noncount] 

Ca-SU-al /'k2e33wal/ adj 

1 always used before a noun : happening by chance : not 
planned or expected ■ a casual encounter on the sidewalk 

2 [more most ~] : designed for or permitting ordinary 
dress, behavior, etc. : not formal ■ casual clothes ■ a casual 
restaurant ■ The atmosphere at the meeting was quite casual. 

Casual days are days (such as casual Fridays ) when a 
company allows workers to dress in casual clothes. 

3 [more most ~] a : done without much thought, effort, 
or concern ■ She takes a casual [=nonchalant] approach to 
her homework. ■ He made a casual remark about her shoes, 
b : not involving a close or serious relationship ■ casual sex ■ 
They are only casual acquaintances. [=they know each other 
but not very well] ■ Their relationship was casual. C : hav¬ 
ing some interest but not a lot : not serious ■ He’s a casual 
sports fan. 

4 : happening at certain times but not on a regular basis ■ 
She found only casual work. 

— ca*su*al*ly adj ■ I looked casually down at my watch. ■ He 
was dressed casually in jeans and a sweatshirt. — ca-su-al- 
ness noun [noncount] 

ca-SU-al-ty /'ksesswalti/ noun, pi -ties [count] 

1 : a person who is hurt or killed during an accident, war, 
etc. ■ a low number of casualties • The army suffered/took/ 
sustained heavy casualties [=many soldiers were killed or 
wounded] in the town. ■ casualty rates [=the number of peo¬ 
ple or wounded killed each day] 

2 : a person or thing that is harmed, lost, or destroyed : vic¬ 
tim — usually -f of ■ The tree was a casualty of the high 
winds. ■ The factory was a casualty of the depression. 

cat /'kset/ noun, pi cats [count] 

1" a : a small animal that is related to lions and tigers and 
that is often kept by people as a pet • I have two dogs and a 
cat. — often used before another noun ■ cat food — see also 
tomcat b : a lion, tiger, leopard, or similar wild animal 
2 old-fashioned slang : a man ■ He’s a cool cat. ■ You cats are 
crazy! — see also fat cat, hepcat, scaredy-cat 
Cat got your tongue? informal — used to ask someone 
why he or she is not saying anything ■ “You’ve been unusu¬ 
ally quiet tonight,” she said. “What’s the matter? Cat got 
your tongue ?” 

curiosity killed the cat see curiosity 
fight like cats and dogs see ‘fight 

let the cat out of the bag : to reveal a secret ■ We wanted 


cat 




cataclysm • catch 


250 


the party to be a surprise, but he let the cat out of the bag. 
like something the cat brought/dragged/drug in 4- If you 
look or feel like something the cat brought/dragged/drug in, 
you are very dirty or untidy. ■ I need to take a shower—I 
look like something the cat dragged in. 
like the cat that ate/got/swallowed the canary (US) or 
Brit like the cat that got the cream — used to say that 
someone looks very proud or satisfied about something he 
or she has done ■ After pointing out his teacher’s mistake, 
he smiled like the cat that ate the canary. 

Look what the cat dragged in! informal — used to call at¬ 
tention to someone who has entered the room or area 
rain cats and dogs see 2 rain 

the cat’s meow (US) or the cat’s pajamas or Brit the cat’s 
whiskers old-fashioned + informal — used to say that 
someone or something is very appealing ■ That car is the 
cat’s meow. [=1 really like that car] ■ Going to the movies 
was the cat’s pajamas when I was a kid. 

— cat* I ike /'k£et,laik/ adj ■ a catlike appearance ■ catlike 
movements 

cat-a-clysm /'kaet3,kliz3m/ noun , pi -clysms : something 
that causes great destruction, violence, etc. [count] floods, 
earthquakes, and other cataclysms • The country barely sur¬ 
vived the cataclysm of war. [ noncount\ The revolution could 
result in worldwide cataclysm. 

— cat*a*clys*mic /(kseta'klizmik/ adj [more —; most ~] ■ a 
cataclysmic event 

cat-a-COITlb /'kaeta^oom, Brit 'k£et3,ku:m/ noun, pi 
-combs [count] : an underground place where people are 
buried — usually plural ■ ancient Roman catacombs 
1 cat«a«loq (chiefly US) or cat-a-logue /'kaetajaig/ noun, pi 

-logs or -logues [count] 

1 : a book containing a list of things that you can buy, use, 
etc., and often pictures ■ She ordered clothes from a (mail¬ 
order) catalog. ■ a college/course catalog — see also card 
CATALOG 

2 : a group of similar or related things ■ The band played 
many songs from their catalog of hits. ■ a catalog of failures/ 
disasters/mistakes 

2 catalog (US) or catalogue verb -logs or -logues; -loged 
or -logued; -logging or -logu-ing [+ obj] : to list or de¬ 
scribe (something) in an organized way ■ They use the com¬ 
puter to catalog books. ■ The chart catalogs the results of 
each test. 

— cat-a-log-er (US) or cat-a-logu-er noun, pi -ers [count] 
■ a book cataloger 

cat*a*lyst /'kaetalast/ noun, pi -lysts [count] 

1 technical : a substance that causes a chemical reaction to 
happen more quickly 

2 : a person or event that quickly causes change or action ■ 
The bombing attack was the catalyst for war. ■ She was 
proud to be a catalyst for reform in the government. 

cat-a-lyt-ic converter /.kaeta'htik-/ noun, pi ~ -ers 
[count] : a part of an automobile exhaust system that re¬ 
moves harmful chemicals — see picture at car 
cat-a-ma*ran Akaetama'raen/ noun, pi -rans [count] : a 
boat with two hulls — see picture at boat 
cat and mouse noun [noncount] : behavior that is like the 
way a cat chases a mouse or plays with a mouse before kill¬ 
ing it — used especially to describe a situation in which 
someone says or does different things to deceive or control 
other people, to avoid being caught, etc.; usually used with 
play ■ The governor has been playing (a game of) cat and 
mouse with the media, refusing to say definitely whether he 
will run for reelection. ■ The thieves played cat and mouse 
with the police for several days before they were caught. 

— cat—and—mouse adj ■ a cat-and-mouse routine 
1 cat*a*pult /'k£et3,pAlt/ noun, pi -pults [count] 

1 a : an ancient weapon used for throwing large rocks b 
Brit : slingshot 

2 : a device for launching an airplane from the deck of an 
aircraft carrier 

2 catapult verb -pults; -pult-ed; -pult-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to throw (something) with a catapult ■ They cata¬ 
pulted rocks toward the castle. 

2 a [+ obj] : to cause (someone or something) to quickly 
move up or ahead or to a better position ■ The publicity cat¬ 
apulted her CD to the top of the charts. ■ The novel catapult¬ 
ed him from unknown to best-selling author, b [no obj] : to 
quickly move up or ahead : to quickly advance to a better 
position ■ He catapulted to fame after his first book was pub¬ 
lished. ■ Her career was catapulting ahead. 


cat-a-ract /'kaet3,r£ekt/ noun, pi -racts [count] 

1 medical : a condition in which a part of your eye (called 
the lens) becomes cloudy and you cannot see well — often 
plural ■ His grandmother developed cataracts. 

2 literary : a large waterfall 

ca*tarrh /ka'taa j noun, pi -tarrhs [count] medical: a condi¬ 
tion in which the nose and air passages become filled with 
mucus 

Ca-taS*tro-phe /ka'taestrafi/ noun, pi -phes : a terrible di¬ 
saster [count] The oil spill was an environmental catastro¬ 
phe. ■ Experts fear a humanitarian catastrophe if food isn’t 
delivered to the refugees soon. • a global/nuclear/economic 
catastrophe [noncount] an area on the brink of catastrophe 
— cat*a*stroph*ic /,k£et3'stra:fik/ adj [more most ~] ■ 
The effect of the war on the economy was catastrophic. ■ a 
catastrophic drought — cat-a*stroph*i*cal*ly 
/(kaeta'strcr.fikli/ adv • The dam failed catastrophically , 
flooding the entire valley, 
cat-bird seat /'kaet,bad-/ noun 
(sitting) in the catbird seat US, informal : in a very good 
position ■ The team was (sitting) in the catbird seat after 
winning 10 games in a row. 

cat burglar noun, pi ~ -lars [count] : a thief who enters 
buildings by climbing up a wall and going in through a win¬ 
dow without being seen 

cat-call /'k£et,ka:l/ noun, pi -calls [count] : a sound or noise 
that someone (such as an audience member) makes toward a 
speaker, performer, athlete, etc., that he or she does not like 

■ The pitcher heard angry catcalls as he walked off the field. 

1 catch /'ksetf, 'ketf/ verb catch-es; caught /*ka:t/; catch¬ 
ing 

1 a : to use your hands to stop and hold (an object that is 
moving through the air) [+ obj Catch the ball and throw it 
to first base. ■ She caught the ball with one hand. ■ I dropped 
the book but managed to catch it before it hit the ground. 
[no obj] I’ll throw you the keys. Ready? Catchl b [+ obj] : to 
use your hands to grasp and hold onto (someone or some¬ 
thing) ■ He caught [=, grabbed , seized] her by the wrist. ■ He 
caught hold of her wrist. 

2 [+ obj] : to capture and not allow (a person, animal, or fish) 
to escape ■ The police are working hard to catch the crimi¬ 
nals and put them in jail. ■ “I bet you can’t catch me!” she 
yelled to her brother. ■ I once caught 10 fish in a single day. ■ 
In the summer, we would catch fireflies and put them in jars. 

■ catching mice in traps ■ lions catching their prey 

3 [+ obj] a : to manage to find, meet, or reach (someone) at 
a particular time or in a particular state or condition ■ I 
caught her just as she was leaving for work. ■ I’m afraid 
you’ve caught me at a bad time, b : to find (someone who is 
doing something wrong) ■ The police caught him trying to 
steal the painting. ■ My teacher caught me cheating on a test. 

■ Her father caught her smoking in the basement. ■ You'd 
never catch me doing that! [=1 would never do that! ■ They 
caught him in the act (of stealing the painting). = He was 
caught red-handed. 

4 [+ obj] ; to affect (someone) in a sudden and surprising way 

■ They were caught unprepared by the crisis. = The crisis 
caught them unawares. [=they were not prepared when the 
crisis occurred) ■ The announcement caught me by surprise. 
[=1 was surprised by the announcement] 

5 [+ obj] a : to suddenly stop (yourself) before you do 
something ■ Luckily, he caught himself before he gave away 
the secret, b ; to suddenly become aware that you are do¬ 
ing something ■ He caught himself staring at her. 

6 [+ obj] : to cause (someone) to be stopped, delayed, etc. — 
usually used as (be/get) caught ■ We got caught in a rain storm 
and had to find shelter. ■ I’m sorry I'm late. I was caught in 
traffic. ■ We got caught up in traffic and were late for our 
flight. — see also caught up in 1 (below) 

7 ; to cause (something) to become stuck and unable to 
move [+ obj] I caught my sleeve on a nail. ■ The kite got 
caught [=tangled] in the tree. ■ She tried to stand up, but her 
foot was caught in the strap, [no obj] My sleeve caught on a 
nail. 

8 [no obj] : to have the parts connect firmly ■ I tried to lock 
the door, but the lock wouldn’t catch. 

9 [+ °bj] a : to stop and hold (falling water) ■ They kept a 
bucket outside to catch the rain, b : to become covered 
with (something that moves through the air) ■ These curtains 
catch a lot of dust. 

10 [+ obj] a : to hit or touch (someone or something) ■ The 
bullet caught him in the leg. ■ His last punch caught me in the 
jaw. ■ Isn’t it beautiful the way the setting sun catches the tips 
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of the trees? b : to be hit or touched by (something) ■ He 
caught a bullet in the leg. ■ The tips of the trees catch the light 
as the sun sets. 

11 [+ obj\ : to become affected with (a sickness or disease) ■ 
We both caught [=contracted\ the flu. ■ I seem to catch a cold 
every winter. ■ children catching colds from each other 
When people say that you will catch your death (of cold), 
they mean that you will become sick or catch a very bad 
cold. ■ It’s freezing! You’ll catch your death if you go out 
without a coat! — see also catching 

12 [+ obj] : to begin to feel excitement or interest about 
something ■ I haven’t caught the holiday spirit yet this year. ■ 
People are getting really interested in the sport. The whole 
country is starting to catch the fever. 

13 [+ obj] : to attract and hold (someone’s attention, interest, 
etc.) ■ I tried to catch the waiter’s attention, but I guess he 
didn’t see me. • The show is more likely to catch the interest 
of an older audience. • Her books have caught the Imagina¬ 
tion of children from around the world. [=children find her 
books very exciting and enjoyable] If someone or some¬ 
thing catches your eye, you notice that person or thing. ■ 
There was one dress in particular that caught my eye. — see 
also EYE-CATCHING 

14 [+ obj] : to see, smell, or notice (something) ■ I caught 
[-got] a faint whiff of her perfume. ■ While you’re in Holly¬ 
wood, you might catch a glimpse of some movie stars. ■ I 
caught sight of his red shirt and started calling to him. 

15 [+ obj\ informal : to hear or understand (something) • 
What was that again? I didn’t quite catch [=hear, get] what 
you said. ■ I didn’t catch your name. ■ Do you catch my drift? 
[=do you understand what I mean?] 

16 [+ obj] : to become aware of (something, such as an ill¬ 
ness) ■ The disease is curable if caught [= detected] early. 

17 [+ obj]: to have or do (something) ■ You can catch [-take] 
a quick nap on the train. 

18 [+ obj] : to get (something) through effort ■ I managed to 
catch [ =get] a ride into town with some friends. 

19 [+ obj] informal : to meet with (someone) ■ “See you 
soon.” “Yup. Catch you later." 

20 [+ obj] : to move fast enough to be next to or in front of 
(someone) ■ She caught \=overtook] the leader in the final 
meters of the race. ■ He left before I did so I had to hurry to 
catch him. [=to catch up with him] 

21 [+ obj] : to get on a bus, train, etc., before it leaves ■ If you 
miss the first bus, you can catch the next one in 15 minutes. ■ 
If you’ll excuse me, I have a plane to catch. 

22 [+ obj] : to see or hear (a show, game, etc.) ■ I only caught 
the last few minutes of the game. ■ Did you catch the show 
on Channel 4 last night? 

23 [+ obj] : to describe or show (someone or something) in 
an accurate way in art ■ The new portrait catches her likeness 
perfectly. ■ The novel successfully catches the atmosphere of 
19th-century Paris. 

24 [no obj] baseball : to play the position of catcher • He 
catches for the New York Yankees. ■ If you pitch. I'll catch, 
catch at [phrasal verb] catch at (something) : to reach for 

and tiy to hold (something) ■ The baby caught at my dress 
as I walked past. 

catch fire 1 or US catch on fire : to begin to burn ■ News¬ 
paper catches fire [-ignites] easily. ■ Their house caught fire 
and burned to the ground. ■ Don’t leave the towel on the 
stove. It could catch fire. 2 : to become very popular or 
effective ■ The idea failed to catch fire. ■ The singer hasn’t 
caught fire in this country yet. ■ a new technology that has 
caught fire with the public 
catch hell see hell 

catch it chiefly Brit, informal : to be punished or scolded ■ 
He’s really going to catch it [=(US) catch hell] (from his 
boss) if he comes in late again! 
catch lightning in a bottle see ‘lightning 
catch on [phrasal verb] 1 : to become popular ■ This trend 
is catching on with/among college students. ■ Soccer is fi¬ 
nally starting to catch on in America. 2 : to learn or un¬ 
derstand something ■ Once you start playing the game, the 
kids will catch on pretty quickly. ■ It took her a while to 
catch on, but she eventually got the joke. 
catch out [phrasal verb] catch (someone) out chiefly Brit : to 
show that (someone) does not know something or is doing 
something bad ■ She loved catching teachers out by asking 
tough questions. ■ The police tried to catch him out in a lie. 
catch (someone) dead see 'dead 

catch up [phrasal verb] 1 : to move fast enough to join 
someone or something that is in front of you ■ They went 


so fast we couldn’t catch up. — often + with or to ■ Slow 
down so that I can catch up with you. ■ She ran as fast as 
she could, but she couldn’t catch up with her brother. = 
(US) She couldn’t catch up to him. — often used figurative¬ 
ly • In order to catch up with its competitors in the industry, 
the company will need to start using more advanced tech¬ 
nologies. ■ She missed several months of school and may 
never catch up with the other children in her class. = (US) 
She may never catch up to them. 2 : to learn about recent 
events • We haven’t seen each other in such a long time; 
we’ve got lots of catching up to do! ■ catching up with old 
friends — often + on ■ He reads the newspaper on Sunday 
mornings to catch up on the news. 3 catch up on (some¬ 
thing) : to do (something) that you could have done earlier 
■ She has to catch up on her homework. ■ I hope to catch up 
on some much-needed sleep this weekend. 4 catch 
(someone) up Brit: to join someone who is ahead of you ■ 
He was ahead of me for most of the race, but I caught him 
up [=1 caught up with him] at the end. ■ Go on ahead: I’ll 
catch you up later. 5 catch up with (someone) a : to be¬ 
gin to affect (someone) usually in a bad way ■ All those late 
nights are really starting to catch up with me! ■ Old age 
catches up with everyone in the end. b : to find and arrest 
(someone) ■ The police eventually caught up with him in 
Texas. C informal : to meet with (someone) • I’ve got to 
go. I’ll catch up with you later. 
catch your breath see breath 
caught in the middle see 2 middle 

caught short 1 : not having enough of something ■ Don’t 
be caught short ! Make sure you stock up on supplies be¬ 
fore you set out on your trip. 2 Brit, informal : having a 
sudden urge to use the toilet 

caught up in 1 : involved in (a difficult or confusing situa¬ 
tion) ■ Several members of Congress were caught up in the 
scandal. ■ How did you get caught up in this mess? — see 
also 'catch 6 (above) 2 : excited about something and 
having trouble thinking about anything else ■ Everyone 
was caught up in the excitement. ■ Try not to get too caught 
up in the moment. 

— catctvable /'ksetfabal, 'ketj'abal/ acff • acatchable ball 
2 catch noun, pi catclves 

1 [count] : a hidden problem that makes something more 
complicated or difficult to do — usually singular ■ The 
phone only costs $20, but there’s a catch: you have to sign a 
two-year contract with the phone company. ■ He said he 
would let me borrow his car, but I knew there had to be a 
catch. ■ What’s/Where’s the catch ? 

2 a [count] : the act of stopping a moving object (such as a 
ball) and holding it in your hands : the act of catching some¬ 
thing ■ Great catchl ■ The shortstop made a tough catch, b 
[noncount] l a game in which two or more people throw and 
catch a ball ■ She used to play catch with her dad. ■ Let’s play 
a game of catch. 

3 [count] : an amount of fish that has been caught ■ a catch 
of about 20 fish ■ She ordered the catch of the day. [=the fish 
offered on a particular day at a restaurant] 

4 [count] old-fashioned : a person who would be very desir¬ 
able as a husband or wife ■ He was an excellent catch. 

5 [count] : something that holds an object or stops the parts 
of an object from moving ■ She fastened the catch on her 
purse. ■ The catch on my grandmother’s pin broke. ■ a safety 
catch on a gun 

6 [singular] : a short, sharp change or stop in a person’s voice 
or breath while speaking ■ I could hear the catch in his voice 
when he said his dead wife's name. 

catch-all /'k£etfiCi:I, 'ketf,a:l/ noun [singular] : something 
that holds or includes many different things ■ They used the 
drawer as a catchall for kitchen items. ■ “The arts” is a catch¬ 
all for a variety of activities from painting to music. — often 
used before another noun ■ a catchall phrase/term 
catch-er /ksetfas 'keti>/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : someone or something that catches something ■ a dog 
catcher ■ The cat is a good mouse catcher. 

2 baseball : the player who plays behind home plate and 
catches the pitches thrown by the pitcher 

catching adj, not used before a noun : able to be passed 
quickly from one person or animal to another : conta¬ 
gious ■ “I have a cold.” “Is it catching! ?” ■ His enthusiasm is 
catching. — see also eye-catching 
catch-ment area /'kzetfmant-, 'kctfmant-/ noun, pi ~ ar¬ 
eas [count] 

1 technical : the area from which water flows into a river, 
stream, etc. 
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2 chiefly Brit : the area that a school, hospital, etc., provides 
a service to 

catch-phrase /*kEetf,freiz, 'k£tf,freiz/ noun, pi -phras-es 
[count] : a word or phrase that is easy to remember and is 
commonly used to represent or describe a person, group, 
idea, etc. • popular catchphrases like “politically correct” ■ 
The politician asked his writers to come up with new catch- 
phrases. \=slogans] 

catch—22 or Catch—22 /'kaetfitwenti'tu;, 'ketfitwcnti'tu:/ 
noun, pi -22’s or -22s [count] : a difficult situation for 
which there is no easy or possible solution ■ I’m in a catch-22 : 
to get the job I need experience, but how do I get experience 
if I can’t get the job? — often used before another noun ■ a 
catch-22 dilemma/situation 
catch—lip /'k3etf,Ap, 'ketf,Ap/«OM« 
play catch-up : to try to reach the same position, score, etc., 
as a competitor after you have fallen behind ■ The team fell 
behind in the second inning and has had to ploy catch-up 
ever since. ■ The company has been trying to play a diffi¬ 
cult game of catch-up ever since its competitor introduced 
the new product. — see also catch up at 'catch 

catch-word /'kEetfiW&d, noun, pi -words [count] 

: CATCHPHRASE 

catchy /'kEetfi, 'ketfi/ adj catch-i-er; -est : appealing and 
easy to remember ■ I can’t think of a catchy name/title for 
my blog. ■ The new slogan isn’t as catchy as the old one. ■ a 
catchy song/tune 

cat-e-chism /'kseta^izgin/ noun.pl -chisms 

1 [noncount] : a collection of questions and answers that are 
used to teach people about the Christian religion ■ They went 
to school to learn their catechism. ■ He taught catechism at 
Sunday school. 

2 [count] : a book that explains the beliefs of the Christian 
religion by using a list of questions and answers 

cat-e-gor-i-cal AkEeta'gonkai/ also cat-e-gor-ic 
/,k£et3'gonk/ adj : said in a very strong, clear, and definite 
way ■ He issued a categorical denial about his involvement in 
the deal. ■ a categorical statement 

— cat-e-gor-i-cal-ly /,kEet3'gonkli/ adv ■ She categorically 
denied the accusation. ■ The statement is categorically 
false/untrue. 

cat-e-go-rize also Brit cat-e-go-rise /'kEetig3,raiz/ verb 
-riz-es; -rized; -riz-ing [+ obj] : to put (someone or some¬ 
thing) into a group of similar people or things : to put (peo¬ 
ple or things) into categories • This software lets you catego¬ 
rize your photographs in many different ways. ■ Would you 
categorize [-classify] this book as science fiction? • Their 
opinions can be categorized as conservative. • Birds are cate¬ 
gorized by type in this field guide. 

— cat-e-go-ri-za-tion also Brit cat-e-go-ri-sa-tion 

Aksetigara'zeifan, Brit ■ksetigdirai'zei/an/ noun, pi -tions 
[count, noncount] 

cat-e-go-rv /'kEet3,gori, Brit 'ksetagri/ noun, pi -ries [count] 
: a group ot people or things that are similar in some way ■ 
The cars belong to the same category. ■ Taxpayers fall into 
one of several categories. ■ She competed for the award in her 
age category. 

ca-ter /'keita 1 / verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing : to provide food 
and drinks at a party, meeting, etc., especially as a job [no 
obj] The restaurant caters for parties/banquets/receptions. 
[+ obj] A local restaurant catered the banquet/meal/recep¬ 
tion. ■ The awards ceremony will be a catered event/affair. 
cater to (chiefly US) or chiefly Brit cater for [phrasal verb] ca¬ 
ter to/for (someone or something) : to provide what is 
wanted or needed by (someone or something) • The inn ca¬ 
ters exclusively to foreign tourists. • The library caters to 
[=seryes] scientists. ■ That store caters to middle-class taste. 
■ The hotel caters to your every need. [=the hotel provides 
everything that you need] ■ ( disapproving ) As a child he 
was spoiled by parents who catered to his every need. 

— ca-ter-er /'keitaTa-/ noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a successful 
cook and caterer ■ The party was serviced by the best cater¬ 
er in the area. — catering noun [noncount] ■ Who did the 
catering for the party? • She runs a catering business. 

cat-er-COr-ner /'kEeti,ko ansH adv, US : kitty-corner 

cat-er-pil-lar /'kceta^pila/ noun, pi -lars [count] : a small 
creature that is like a worm with many legs and that changes 
to become a butterfly or moth 

cat-er-waul / l kset9 fe wa:l/ verb -wauls; -wauled; -waul¬ 
ing [no obj] 

1 : to make a very loud and unpleasant sound ■ Some animal 


was caterwauling in my backyard last 
night. 

2 : to protest or complain noisily ■ He 
continues to caterwaul about having 
to take the blame. 

- caterwaul noun, pi -wauls [count] 
cat-fight /'kEet,fait/ noun, pi -fights 
[count] informal : an angry fight or ar¬ 
gument between two women 
cat-fish /'kEet,fi// noun, pi cat-fish 
[count, noncount] : a type of fish that 
has a large head and long thin parts 
that look like a cat’s whiskers around 
its mouth — see color picture on page 
C8 



Cat-gut /'kEet,gAt/ noun [noncount] : a tough cord made 
from the intestines of animals (such as sheep) and used as 
strings for musical instruments, tennis rackets, etc. 
Ca-thar-SiS /ka'Gaasis / noun, formal: the act or process of 
releasing a strong emotion (such as pity or fear) especially by 
expressing it in an art form [noncount] Acting is a means of 
catharsis for her. [singular] Painting/music/writing is a ca¬ 
tharsis for me. 

— ca-thar-tic /ka'Ga^tik/ adj [more most ~] • a cathartic 
experience 

ca-the-dral /ka'Gi.dral/ noun, pi -drals [count] : the main 
church of an area that is headed by a bishop 
Cathedral ceiling noun, pi ~ -ings [count] : a high ceiling 
that has two sides that slant downwards from a pointed top 
Cath-er-ine wheel /'kEeGrm-/ noun, pi ~ wheels [count] 
Brit : pinwheel 2 

cath-e-ter /'kEeGate/ noun, pi -ters [count] medical: a thin 
tube that is put into the body to remove or inject a liquid or 
to keep a passage open 

- cath-e-ter-i-za-tion also Brit cath-e-ter-i-sa-tion 

AkseGatara'zeiJan, Brit |kseG3ta a rai*zei J an/ noun, pi -tions 
[noncount] The patient underwent cardiac catheterization, 
[count] The surgeon has performed hundreds of catheter¬ 
izations over the years. 

cath-ode /'kEe,6oud/ noun, pi -odes [count] technical: the 
part of an electrical device (such as a battery) where elec¬ 
trons enter — compare anode 
cathode— ray tube noun, pi ~ tubes [count] : a large tube 
that shows a picture on a screen (such as a television or com¬ 
puter screen) — abbr. CRT 
Cath-O-liC /'kseGlik/ adj 

1 Catholic : of or relating to the Roman Catholic Church ■ a 
Catholic bishop/nun/priest - My son goes to a local Catholic 
school. [=a school run by the Roman Catholic Church] 

2 formal: including many different things ■ She is a novelist 
who is catholic in her interests. ■ He has catholic tastes in art 
and music. [=he likes many different things in art and music] 

Cath-O-lic /'kseGhk/ noun, pi -lies [count] : a person who is 
a member of the Roman Catholic Church 
Ca-thol-i-cism /ka'Gaila.sizam/ noun [noncount] : the Ro¬ 
man Catholic religion ■ He converted to Catholicism. 
cat-house /'kEet,haus/ noun, pi -hous-es [count] US slang 
: a place where prostitutes are available : brothel 
cat-kin /'ksetkan/ noun.pl -kins [count] : a bunch of flowers 
that grow in close rows on the branches of trees (such as wil¬ 
lows or birches) 

cat-nap /'kEet,n£ep/ noun, pi -naps [count] : a short period 
of sleep : a brief nap ■ He took/had a catnap. 

- cat-nap verb -naps; -napped; -nap-ping [no obj] ■ She 
closed her eyes to catnap while her friend drove the car. 

Cat-nip /'kst,nip/ noun [noncount] : a type of mint that has 
a strong smell which is attractive to cats 
CAT scan /'kset-/ noun, pi ~ scans [count] medical : a pic¬ 
ture of the inside of a part of your body that is made by a 
computerized machine — called also CTscan 

— CAT scanner noun, pi ~ -ners [count] 
cat’s cradle noun 

1 [noncount] : a game played with a string that is wrapped 
around your fingers in complex patterns 

2 [singular] : something that is very complicated ■ a cat's cra¬ 
dle of government regulations 

cat’s—eye /'kEets,ai/ noun, pi -eyes [count] 

1 : a jewel that has a pale stripe running down its middle 
which makes it look like the eye of a cat 

2 US : a marble with round circles that look like eyes 
Cats-eye /'kEets,ai/ trademark, Brit — used for an object 
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that is placed on the surface of a road and which reflects 
light from a car’s headlights to make the road easier to see 
Cat*SUit /'k£et,su:t/ noun, pi -suits [count] : a tight piece of 
clothing that covers the body and legs and sometimes the 
arms 

cat-SUp /'ketfap/ noun [noncount] US : ketchup 
Cat-tail /'k£et,teil/ noun, pi -tails [count] US : a tall plant that 
has long flat leaves and that grows in wet areas — called also 
(Brit) bulrush 

cat-tery /'kzetari/ noun, pi -ter-ies [count] chiefly Brit : a 
place where cats are kept while their owners are away 

— compare kennel 

Cat-tie /'kzetj/ noun [plural] : cows, bulls, or steers that are 
kept on a farm or ranch for meat or milk ■ a herd of cattle ■ 
His family used to raise cattle. ■ The people in the crowd 
were treated like cattle as they tried to leave the stadium. — 
often used before another noun • cattle feed ■ a cattle herd ■ 
the cattle industry ■ My uncle has a cattle ranch. 

Cattle Call noun, pi ~ calls [count] US, informal : an audi¬ 
tion for actors in a movie, television show, etc. 
cattle guard noun, pi ~ guards [count] US : a set of bars 
placed over a shallow hole that is used to stop cattle from 
crossing a road — called also (Brit) cattle grid 
cat-tle-man /'kzetlman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] 
chiefly US : a person who raises or takes care of cattle 
cattle prod noun, pi ~~ prods [count] : a device that is used 
to make cattle move by giving them an electric shock 
cat-ty /'kseti/ adj cat-ti-er; -est disapproving : unkind or 
critical — used especially to describe a comment made by a 
woman ■ She said something catty about the way they were 
dressed. ■ catty comments/remarks 

— cat-ti-ly /'ksetali/ adv — cat-ti-ness /'ksetinas/ noun 
[noncount] 

cat-ty—cor-ner /nuetiakoana*/ or cat-ty-cor-nered 

/ , k£eti,koa'ii 0 'd/ adv, US : kitty-corner 
CATV abbr cable television 
cat-walk /‘k 2 et,wa:k/ noun, pi -walks [count] 

1 : a narrow structure for people to walk on along a bridge 
or high up on the side of a building 

2 : the raised structure that models walk along in a fashion 
show 

Cau-ca-sian /ka'kei 3 an, Brit ko'keizian/ noun, pi -sians 
[count] : a person who has white or pale skin : a white per¬ 
son ■ The disease is largely associated with Caucasians. 

— Caucasian adj ■ The police were looking for a Caucasian 
[=white] male. 

1 cau-CUS /'ka:kas/ noun, pi -cus-es [count] 

1 : a meeting of members of a political party for the purpose 
of choosing candidates for an election ■ a presidential caucus 
[=a meeting to decide who the party’s candidate for the pres¬ 
idential election will be] 

2 : a group of people (such as members of the U.S. Con¬ 
gress) who meet to discuss a particular issue or to work to¬ 
gether for a shared, usually political goal ■ the Congressional 
Arts Caucus • the National Women’s Political Caucus 

2 caucus verb -cuses; -cused; -CUS-ing [no obj] US : to 
meet in a caucus ■ Democrats/Republicans caucused last 
week to choose their candidates, 
caught past tense and past participle of 'catch 
caul-dron also US cal-dron /'ka:ldran/ noun, pi -drons 
[count]: a large pot - a witch's cauldron — often used figura¬ 
tively ■ The area was a cauldron of violence. ■ a seething caul¬ 
dron of intense emotions 

cau-li-flow-er /'ka:li,flawa7 noun,pi -ers [count, noncount] 
: a vegetable that is grown for its head of white flowers 

— see color picture on page C4 

cauliflower ear noun, pi ~ ears [count] : an ear that is 
permanently damaged and swollen after being hit many 
times 

caulk /'ka:k/ verb caulks; caulked; caulk-ing [+ obj] : to 
fill the cracks or holes in (something) with a substance that 
keeps out water ■ He carefully caulked the area around the 
windows. 

— caulk noun [noncount ] ■ He filled the cracks with caulk. 
CauS-al /'ka:zal/ adj, formal 

1 ; relating to or showing the cause of something ■ No causal 
connection/relationship between the events was found. ■ 
There is a causal link between poverty and crime. 

2 : making something happen : causing something • The 
causal [= causative ] agent of the disease is a fungus. 

— caus-al-ly adv ■ The events are causally related. 


Cau-Sal-i-ty /ka'zselati/ noun [noncount] formal 

1 : the relationship between something that happens or ex¬ 
ists and the thing that causes it ■ Scientists found no causality 
between the events. 

2 : the idea that something can cause another thing to hap¬ 
pen or exist ■ the principle of causality 

Cau-Sa-tion /ka'zeijan/ noun [noncount] formal 

1 : the act or process of causing something to happen or ex¬ 
ist ■ the role of heredity in the causation of cancer 

2 : the relationship between an event or situation and a pos¬ 
sible reason or cause ■ He claimed that the accident caused 
his injury, but the court ruled that he did not provide suffi¬ 
cient evidence of causation. 

CauS-a-tive /'ka:zativ/ adj, formal : making something 
happen or exist : causing something ■ A virus was found to 
be the causative agent of smallpox. ■ Speed was a causative 
factor in the accident. [=speed helped to cause the accident] 

1 cause /'ka:z/ noun, pi caus-es 

1 [count] : something or someone that produces an effect, 
result, or condition : something or someone that makes 
something happen or exist ■ His symptoms had no apparent 
physical causes. ■ She is the cause of all their problems. ■ He 
died of/from natural causes. [=he died because of old age or 
an illness] — often + of* The doctor determined the cause of 
death. ■ The exact cause of the accident/fire is not known. 

2 : a reason for doing or feeling something [noncount] The 
medicine was prescribed without good cause. — often + for 9 
There is some cause for concern. [=some reason to be con¬ 
cerned/worried] [singular] Their marriage was a cause for 
celebration. — see also probable cause 

3 [count] : something (such as an organization, belief, idea, 
or goal) that a group or people support or fight for ■ I can 
support a cause that means something to me. • I’m willing to 
donate money as long as it’s for a good/worthy cause. 

lost cause : a person or thing that is certain to fail ■ She de¬ 
cided her acting career was a lost cause. ■ I’m a lost cause 
when it comes to anything technical. 
make/find common cause formal : to join together with 
someone in order to achieve a shared goal • He has made 
common cause with political rivals to defeat the proposed 
new law. 

2 cause verb causes; caused; caus-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make (something) happen or exist: to be the cause of 
(something) ■ He swerved and caused an accident. ■ The 
flood caused great hardship. ■ The illness is caused by a virus. 

2 : to make (someone) feel, have, or do something ■ The 
flood caused the town great hardship. • You caused us a lot 
of extra work. — often followed by to + verb ■ His boss 
caused him to resign. [=his boss made him resign] ■ His ner¬ 
vous behavior caused me to question his innocence. 

’cause /'ka:z, kaz/ conj : because — used in informal 
speech ■ "Why did he do that?’’ “ 'Cause I told him to.” 
cause ce-le-bre also cause ce-le>bre /,ka:zsa'l£bra/ 
noun, pi causes c£-le-bres also causes ce-le-bres 
/ikazisa'lcbra/ [count] formal: a legal case or an event that a 
lot of people become interested in — usually singular ■ The 
case became a cause celebre for/among environmentalists, 
cause-way / , ka:z,wei/ noun, pi -ways [count] : a raised 
road or path that goes across wet ground or water • The is¬ 
land is linked by a causeway to the mainland. 

CauS-tiC /*ka:stik ! adj [more most ~] 

1 : able to destroy or bum something by chemical action ■ 
The chemical was so caustic that it ate through the pipes. 

2 : very harsh and critical • caustic film reviews ■ She wrote a 
caustic report about the decisions that led to the crisis. ■ 
caustic humor/wit 

- caus-ti-cal-ly /'ka:stikli/ adv 

caustic soda noun [noncount] chiefly Brit : lye 
cau-ter-ize also Brit cau-ter-ise /'ka:ta,raiz/ verb -iz-es; 
-ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] medical : to bum (something, such as a 
wound) with heat or a chemical substance in order to de¬ 
stroy infected tissue • The doctors cauterized the wound. 

- cau-ter-i-za-tion also Brit cau-ter-i-sa-tion 
/ika:tara'zeijan, Brit .ko^rai'zeijan/ noun [noncount] 

1 cau-tion /'ka:Jan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : care taken to avoid danger or risk : a careful 
attitude or way of behaving ■ You should use caution when 
operating the electric saw. ■ He injected a note/word of cau¬ 
tion in his talk. ■ Her financial adviser urged caution before 
investing in the project. ■ Investors should exercise caution. ■ 
The roads are slippery: drive with extreme caution. 

2 : a warning telling someone to be careful [count] Her 
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comments were intended as a caution to us to protect our 
property, [noncount] A note/word of caution : be sure that 
the electricity is off before you install the ceiling fan. 

3 [count] Brit, law : a spoken official warning given to some¬ 
one who has done something illegal but has not committed a 
serious crime ■ She was given a caution by the magistrate. 
throw/fllng/cast caution to the wind : to stop being care¬ 
ful and do something that is dangerous or that might result 
in failure • After thinking about it for years, he finally 
threw/flung/cast caution to the wind, quit his job, and start¬ 
ed his own company. 

2 caution verb -tions; -tioned; -tion-ing 

1 : to warn or tell (someone) about a possible danger, prob¬ 
lem, etc. [+ obf) She cautioned me not to decide too quickly. 
= She cautioned (me) that I shouldn’t decide too quickly. ■ 
Officials are cautioning that the war may continue for years. 
• “Don’t decide too quickly," she cautioned, [no obj ] — + 
against • I would caution against getting involved with him. 

2 [+ obj ] Brit, law : to give a caution to (someone) • He was 
cautioned for speeding. 

caiMiorvary /'kaifoneri, Brit 'koi/anri/ adj : giving a 
warning about a possible danger, problem, etc. • The story is 
a cautionary tale of what can happen when greed takes over. 
Cautious /'kaijas/ adj [more most —] : careful about 
avoiding danger or risk • Any cautious tourist will guard her 
passport. ■ You cannot be overly/too cautious when you’re 
driving in snow. • He answered the question with a cautious 
reply. 

— cau-tiousdy adv [more —; most ~] • She cautiously 
moved down the dark hall. — cau-tious-ness noun [non¬ 
count] • They proceeded with cautiousness, [-caution] 

cav*al*cade Akseval'keid/ noun, pi -cades [count] 

1 : a line of riders, vehicles, etc., moving along in the same 
direction • The cavalcade arrived at the hotel. • a cavalcade 
of antique cars 

2 literary : a series of related things ■ the cavalcade of years ■ 
a cavalcade of natural disasters 

Cav-a-lier Akseva'lia*/ adj [more most ~] disapproving 
: having or showing no concern for something that is impor¬ 
tant or serious ■ They are too cavalier in their treatment of 
others. ■ The writer is very cavalier [ =careless ] about the 
truth. ■ She has a cavalier attitude about/towards spending 
money. • He has a cavalier disregard for the rights of others. 

— cav-a-lier-ly adv ■ He cavalierly disregarded their advice. 
Cav*al*ry /'kgevalri/ noun : the part of an army that in the 

past had soldiers who rode horses and that now has soldiers 
who ride in vehicles or helicopters [noncount] Cavalry is 
used to perform reconnaissance, [plural] The cavalry were 
brought in to support the mission. — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ cavalry forces/officers/troops — compare in¬ 
fantry 

Cav*al«ry*man /'ksevalriman/ noun , pi -men /-man/ 
[count] : a soldier who is in the cavalry 
1 Cave ^keiv/ noun, pi caves [count] : a large hole that was 
formed by natural processes in the side of a cliff or hill or 
under the ground 

2 cave verb caves; caved; cav-ing 

cave in [phrasal verb] 1 a : to fall down or inward ■ We 
need to keep the walls from caving in. ^collapsing] ■ The 
roof caved in on them, b cave (something) in or cave in 
(something) : to cause (something) to fall down or inward • 
The weight of the snow caved in the roof. 2 informal: to 
stop trying to resist or oppose something : to give in or 
submit to pressure ■ We kept asking her to come and she fi¬ 
nally caved in. • He caved in to the pressure to resign. — 
sometimes used in U.S. English without in ■ We kept ask¬ 
ing her to come and she finally caved. — see also cave-in 
ca-ve-at /'ksevi.ait, Brit 'kseviset/ noun, pi -ats [count] for¬ 
mal : an explanation or warning that should be remembered 
when you are doing or thinking about something • His in¬ 
vestment advice comes with a caveat : that the stock market 
is impossible to predict with absolute accuracy. 

Ca*ve*at emp*tor / , k£evi l a:t , empW noun [noncount] law 
: the principle that a person who buys something is responsi¬ 
ble for making sure that it is in good condition, works prop¬ 
erly, etc. 

cave— in /'keiv.in/ noun, pi -ins [count] : an occurrence in 
which something (such as the roof or walls of a building or 
cave) suddenly falls down or inward • There are important 
safety procedures to prevent cave-ins in mines. ■ They ex¬ 
plored the area of the cave-in. — see also cave in at 2 cave 
cave-man /'keiv.msen/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] 


1 : a person who lived in a cave in ancient times 

2 informal : a man who acts in a very rude and aggressive 
way 

cav-er /'keiva 1 / noun, pi -ers [count ]: a person who explores 
caves : spelunker 

cav*ern /'kseva^n/ noun, pi -erns [count] : a large cave 
cav-ern-ous /'ksev^nas/ adj [more most ~] of a building 
or room : resembling a large cave : very large ■ We toured 
the cavernous airplane hangar. ■ The dance was held in a cav¬ 
ernous hall. ■ a cavernous auditorium 
Cav*i*ar /■ksevi.aa 1 / noun [noncount] : the eggs of a large fish 
(such as the sturgeon) that are salted and eaten as food 
cav*il /'kseval/ verb cavdls; US cav-iled or Brit cavdlled; 
US cavdldng or Brit cavdlding [no obj] formal : to com¬ 
plain about things that are not important ■ I don’t intend to 
cavil or compromise. • A customer caviled about/over/at the 
price. 

— cavil noun, pi -ils [count] The reviewer had only a few 
cavils [=small criticisms] about the book, [noncount] The 
need for these changes is beyond cavil. [=cannot be doubt¬ 
ed or argued about] 

cavdng /'keivig/ noun [noncount] ; the sport of exploring 
caves : spelunking 
C avd-ty /'ksevati/ noun, pi -ties [count] 

1 : a hole or space inside something ■ Some birds nest in tree 
cavities. • the abdominal/chest/nasal cavity 

2 : a hole formed in a tooth by decay ■ I had two cavities 
filled at the dentist’s. 

ca-vort /ka'voa*/ verb -vorts; -vort-ed; -vortdng [no obj] 

1 : to jump or move around in a lively manner ■ Otters ca¬ 
vorted in the stream. 

2 : to spend time in an enjoyable and often wild or improper 
way — usually + with ■ The governor has been criticized for 
cavorting with celebrities. 

caw /'ka:/ noun, pi caws [count] : the loud sound made by a 
crow or a similar bird 

— caw verb caws; cawed; cawdng [no obj] • Crows cawed 
in the trees. — cawing noun [noncount] ■ 1 heard the caw¬ 
ing of a crow. 

cay /'ki:, 'kei/ noun, pi cays [count] : a low island made of 
sand or coral 

Cay«enne pepper /,kai'en-, ,kei'en-/ noun [noncount] : a 
red powder that is made from hot peppers and that is used as 
a spice to give a hot taste to food ■ a dash/pinch of cayenne 
pepper 

CB /,si:'bi:/ noun [noncount] : a range of radio frequencies 
that people and especially truck drivers use to talk to each 
other over short distances often while driving — often used 
before another noun ■ a CB radio; also : a radio that uses this 
range of frequencies ■ We heard the truckers talking on the 
CB. CB is an abbreviation of “citizens band." 

CBS abbr Columbia Broadcasting System CBS is one of 
the major television networks in the U.S. 

1 CC abbr 1 cubic centimeter • a 25Qcc engine 2 carbon copy 

— used to show that a copy of a business letter or an e-mail 
is also being sent to someone else • to Meg Thomas, cc Ben 
Phipps 

2 CC /,si:'si:/ verb cc’s; cc’d; cc’ing [+ obj] : to send a copy of 
a business letter or an e-mail to someone in addition to the 
person addressed • Please cc the letter to me. ■ He cc'd the en¬ 
tire staff. 

CCTV abbr closed-circuit television 
1 CD /,si: B di:/ noun, pi CDs : a small plastic disk on which in¬ 
formation (such as music or computer data) is recorded 
[count] The singer released her new CD [=a new set of songs 
recorded on CDs for people to buy] last month. ■ a four-CD 
set ■ The car stereo includes a CD player, [noncount] The 
band's early albums are now available on CD. — called also 
compact disc — compare 2 cd 

2 cd noun, pi CDs [count] : certificate of deposit 

— compare ’cd 

CD-ROM Asiiidi.-'raim/ noun, pi -ROMs : a small plastic 
disk on which large amounts of information (such as books, 
pictures, or computer programs) are stored in a form that 
cannot be changed [count] The dictionary comes with a free 
CD-ROM. [noncount] The dictionary is available on CD- 
ROM. ^ CD-ROM is an abbreviation of “compact disc read¬ 
only memory." — see picture at computer 
CE or chiefly US C.E. abbr Christian Era; Common Era — 
used to refer to the years that come after the birth of Jesus 
Christ ■ the first century C.E. ■ 883 C.E. C.E. has the same 
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meaning as A.D. C.E. is now often used instead of A.D. espe¬ 
cially in scientific writing. — compare a.d., b.c., b.c.e. 
cease /'si:s/ verb ceas-es; ceased; ceas-ing formal 

1 [no obj\ : to stop happening : to end ■ The fighting along 
the border has temporarily ceased. • The conversation 
abruptly ceased. [= halted] ■ The noise ceased [=stopped\ alto¬ 
gether. ■ when the weary cease from their labors [=when peo¬ 
ple who are very tired stop working] ■ The company was or¬ 
dered by the court to cease and desist from selling the 
photographs. [=was ordered to immediately stop selling the 
photographs] — see also cease and desist order 

2 [+ obj] : to stop doing (something) ■ The factory ceased op¬ 
erations last year. ■ The child would not cease his constant 
whining/complaining. ■ The soldiers were ordered to cease 
fire. [=to stop shooting their weapons] — often followed by 
to + verb ■ The program would cease to exist without private 
funding. ■ He had long ceased to have any regrets. ■ Her cour¬ 
age never ceases to amaze me. [=1 am always amazed by her 
courage] — see also cease-fire 

wonders never cease see ‘wonder 
cease and desist order noun, pi ~ -ders [count\ law 
: an official order to stop doing something immediately ■ A 
cease and desist order was issued by the state, 
cease-fire /'si'.s'fajad nouh.pl -fires [count] : an agreement 
to stop fighting a war for a period of time so that a perma¬ 
nent agreement can be made to end the war : TRUCE ■ The 
countries each sent representatives to negotiate a cease-fire. ■ 
a cease-fire agreement 

Cease-less /'siislas/ adj, somewhat formal : seeming to nev¬ 
er stop : continuous or constant ■ her ceaseless efforts to 
build and improve the business ■ his ceaseless complaints 

— cease-less-ly adv ■ He complained ceaselessly. [=con¬ 
stantly, endlessly ] 

ce-dar /'siida 1 / noun, pi -dars 

1 [count] : a very tall evergreen tree 

2 [noncount] : the hard, reddish, and pleasant-smelling wood 
of a cedar • a chair made of cedar — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ cedar shingles ■ a cedar chest/closet 

cede /'sv.d/ verb cedes; ced-ed; ced-ing [+ obj] formal: to 
give control of (something) to another person, group, gov¬ 
ernment, etc. • Russia ceded Alaska to the U.S. in 1867. ■ The 
state had to cede [= relinquish\ part of their territory. ■ The 
country had no choice but to cede [=surrender] control of the 
canal. ■ They ceded their authority, 
ce-dil-la /si'dils/ noun, pi -las [count] : a mark * placed un¬ 
der the letter c (as in facade) to show that it is pronounced 
like s and not k Ln English, the cedilla is mostly used in 
words that come from French. 
ceil-inq /'si:lir)/ noun, pi -ings [count] 

1 : the inside surface at the top of a room ■ The house has 
low ceilings. ■ a plaster ceiling ■ a ceiling fan [=a fan that 
hangs from the ceiling of a room] — sometimes used figura¬ 
tively ■ a ceiling of stars/clouds — opposite floor 

2 : an upper limit — usually singular • a price ceiling ■ The 
government has put/set/imposed a ceiling on automobile 
emissions. ■ Fuel prices are going through the ceiling. [=fuel 
prices are quickly getting much higher] — opposite floor; 
see also glass ceiling 

3 technical : the greatest height at which an aircraft can fly ■ 
The airplane has a ceiling of 32,000 feet. 

hit the ceiling see 1 hit 

— ceilinged adj — used in combination ■ a high -ceilinged 
room [=a room with a high ceiling] 

ce-leb /sa'lcb/ noun, pi -lebs [count] informal : celebrity 
2 ■ Hollywood celebs 

cel-e-brant /'selabrant/ noun, pi -brants [count] formal 

1 a : a person who performs or leads a religious ceremony ■ 
The bishop will be the main celebrant. ■ the celebrant of the 
service/Mass b : a person who participates in a religious 
ceremony ■ The celebrants lit their candles. 

2 US : a person who celebrates something ■ The city streets 
were crowded with celebrants. [=(more commonly) revelers, 
celebrators] 

cel-e-brate /■seb.breit/ verb -brates; -brat-ed; -brat-ing 

1 : to (Jo something special or enjoyable for an important 
event, occasion, holiday, etc. [+ obj] We are celebrating my 
birthday by going out to dinner. ■ The family gathered to cel¬ 
ebrate Christmas. • We are celebrating our anniversary next 
week. ■ They are celebrating the birth of their third child. 
[no obj] We won! Let’s celebrate\ 

2 [+ obj] formal : to praise (someone or something) : to say 
that (someone or something) is great or important ■ The 


book celebrates the movies of the past. ■ Her lecture celebrat¬ 
ed the genius of the artist. ■ We should celebrate diversity. • 
He is celebrated for his contributions to modem science. 

3 [+ obj] formal : to perform (a religious ceremony) ■ A priest 
celebrates Mass at the church daily. 

— cel-e-bra-tor / , sEl3,breita'/ noun, pi -tors [count] ■ The 
dance floor was packed with celebrators. [^revelers] ■ a cele- 
brator of fine wine — ce-leb-ra-to-ry /'selabra^ori, Brit 
jsela'breitri/ adj [more most ~ ] formal ■ The tone of the 
article was celebratory. ■ a celebratory drink/dinner 

Celebrated adj [more most ~] : known and praised by 
many people : famous ■ He is one of today’s most celebrated 
young writers. ■ a celebrated book 
cel-e-bra-tion /(Sela'breijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : a party or other special event that you have for an 
important occasion, holiday, etc. • a victory/birthday/holi- 
day celebration ■ the town’s bicentennial celebrations 

2 [noncount] : the activity of doing special, enjoyable things 
for an important occasion, achievement, etc. : the activity of 
celebrating ■ It was a night of celebration. ■ We’re having a 
dinner in celebration of their anniversary. [=as a way of cele¬ 
brating their anniversary] ■ Your promotion is (a) cause for 
celebration. 

3 [count] : the performance of a religious ceremony — usu¬ 
ally singular ■ a celebration of Mass 

c£lebre see cause celebre 
ce-leb-ri-ty /sa'lebrati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] formal: the state of being famous or celebrated 
: fame ■ The actress lived a life of celebrity. 

2 [count] : a person who is famous ■ There were many celeb¬ 
rities at the party. • She’s become something of a local celeb¬ 
rity. [=someone who everyone in the area knows or recogniz¬ 
es] — often used before another noun ■ a celebrity chef [=a 
chef who is famous] ■ celebrity interviews [interviews with 
famous people] 

cel-ery /'selari/ noun [noncount] : a vegetable that is grown 
for its long light green stems Celery is eaten raw or 
cooked. ■ a stalk of celery — see color picture on page C4 
ce-les-tial /sa'lestfal, Brit sa'lestial/ adj 

1 : of or relating to the sky ■ stars, planets, asteroids, and 
other celestial bodies ■ Sailors still use celestial navigation. 
[=they still navigate by using the positions of the sun and 
stars in the sky] 

2 : of or relating to heaven : heavenly ■ Angels are celestial 
beings. ■ The late afternoon sunlight gave the room a celestial 
glow. ■ celestial music 

cel-i-bate /'selabat/ adj — used to describe a person who is 
not married and does not have sex ■ celibate monks and nuns 
■ They have chosen to lead celibate lives. ■ He was celibate for 
many years following the death of his wife. 

— cel-i-ba-cy /'selabasi ! noun [noncount] ■ a vow of celibacy 
— celibate noun, pi -bates [count] ■ The monks and nuns 
are celibates. 

cell /'scl/ noun, pi cells [count] 

T"a : a room in a prison, jail, etc., where prisoners live or are 
kept ■ a prison/jail cell • The suspect was in the police sta¬ 
tion’s holding cell overnight, b : a small room that one per¬ 
son (such as a monk or a nun) lives in 

2 : any one of the very small parts that together form all liv¬ 
ing things ■ blood/brain cells ■ cancer cells — often used be¬ 
fore another noun • The nucleus splits during cell division. ■ 
Her white blood cell count is low. ■ the cell walls of plants 

3 : any one of many similar sections that together form a 
larger structure • a honeycomb cell 

4 technical a : a container for holding substances that are 
used for producing electricity by chemical action ■ dry cell 
battery ■ a fuel cell b : a device for changing light (such as 
sunlight) into electricity ■ a solar cell 

5 : a small group of people who work together secretly as 
part of a larger organization or group ■ terrorist cells 

6 US, informal : cell phone 

7 computers : a space where information can be entered in 
an organized arrangement of rows and columns : a unit in a 
table or spreadsheet — see picture at table 

— celled /'seW/ adj — used in combination ■ singl e-celled 
organisms 

cel-lar /'sela 1 / noun, pi -lars [count] 

1 : the part of a building that is entirely or partly below the 
ground : basement ■ The cellar has a dirt floor. — see also 

ROOT CELLAR 

2 : the wines that are stored in a restaurant, in someone’s 
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home, etc. : wine cellar ■ a restaurant with an impressive 
cellar 

cellblock noun, pi -blocks [count] : a group of prison cells 
that make up a section of a prison 
cel-list /'tfelist/ noun, pi -lists [count] : a person who plays 
the cello 

cell-mate /'sel,meit/ noun, pi -mates [count] : someone 
who shares a prison cell with another prisoner 
cel-lo /'tfelou/ noun, pi -los [count] : a large musical instru¬ 
ment like a violin that is held between the player’s knees 
while the player sits — see picture at stringed instru¬ 
ment 

cel-lo-phane /'sel3,fem/ noun [noncount]: a thin transpar¬ 
ent material that is used for wrapping things ■ He wrapped 
the gift basket in cellophane. 

cell phone noun, pi ~ phones [count] chiefly US : a small 
telephone that people can take with them and use outside 
their homes ■ Call me on my cell phone. — called also mobile 
phone, (chiefly US) cellular phone, (US, informal) cell, (Brit) 
mobile ; see picture at telephone 
cel-lu-lar /'seljsla 1 / adj 

1 : of, relating to, or made of the cells of living things • Re¬ 
searchers are observing the course of the disease at the cellu¬ 
lar level. ■ a cellular membrane 

2 : relating to a system that uses radio waves instead of wires 
to send telephone signals ■ a cellular network ■ cellular tele¬ 
phone service 

cellular phone noun, pi ~ phones [count] chiefly US 

: CELL PHONE 

cel-lu-lite /'selj3,lait/ noun [noncount] : fat that is close to 
the surface of the skin and that makes the skin slightly 
bumpy 

cel-lu-loid /'seljailoid/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a tough kind of plastic that was used in the past to make 
photographic film and other products 

2 : the film used to make movies ■ The event was captured 
on celluloid. [=was filmed] — often used before another 
noun to refer to movies in general ■ The new movie is about 
the celluloid stars of the past. ■ a celluloid portrait of an aging 
athlete [=a movie about an aging athlete] 

cel-lu-lose /'selj3,lous/ noun [noncount] : a substance that 
is the main part of the cell walls of plants and that is used in 
making various products (such as paper) 

Cel-Si-US /'selsijss/ adj : relating to or having a scale for 
measuring temperature on which the boiling point of water 
is at 100 degrees and the freezing point of water is at 0 de¬ 
grees ■ the Celsius scale ■ The temperature reached 23 de¬ 
grees Celsius. — abbr. C; compare Fahrenheit 
Celt /'kelt, 'sclt/ noun, pi Celts [count] 

1 : a member of a group of people (such as the Irish or 
Welsh) who lived in ancient Britain and parts of western Eu¬ 
rope ■ The Celts defended their lands against the Romans. 

2 : a person whose ancestors were Celts 

Celt-ic /'keltik, 'seltik/ adj : of or relating to the Celts or 
their languages ■ Celtic music/history ■ Celtic languages 
1 Ce-ment /si'ment/ noun [noncount] 

1 a : a soft gray powder that is mixed with water and other 
substances to make concrete ■ a bag of cement ■ cement mix 
b : the hard substance that is made when cement is mixed 
with water and allowed to dry : concrete ■ There is a layer 
of cement under the bricks. ■ cement blocks ■ a cement floor 

2 : a substance that is used to make things stick together 
: GLUE ■ rubber cement — sometimes used figuratively • 
Tradition is the cement that holds this community together. 

2 cement verb -merits; -ment-ed; -ment-ing [+ obj\ 

1 : to join (things) together with cement — usually used as 
(be) cemented ■ The parts are then cemented together. ■ A 
thick post was cemented to the floor. 

2 : to make (something) stronger ■ A win would cement her 
reputation as a strong competitor. ■ The many hours they 
spent working together helped to cement their relationship. 
[=to make their relationship strong] 

cement mixer noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a truck that has a 
large container which turns when it is filled with wet cement 
so that the cement will not become hard — called also (Brit) 
concrete mixer, see picture at construction 
cem-e-tery /'sem3,teri, Brit 'semstri/ noun, pi -ter-ies 
[count] : a place where dead people are buried : graveyard 
ceno-taph /*sen9,taef, Brit 'sen3,ta:f/ noun, pi -taphs 
[count] : a special structure or statue that is built to remind 
people of a dead person who is buried somewhere else; espe¬ 


cially : a structure built to honor the people who were killed 
in a war 

1 cen-SOr /'sensa*/ noun, pi -sors [count] : a person who ex¬ 
amines books, movies, letters, etc., and removes things that 
are considered to be offensive, immoral, harmful to society, 
etc. • Government censors deleted all references to the pro¬ 
test. 

2 censor verb -sors; -sored; -sor-ing [+ obf] : to examine 
books, movies, letters, etc., in order to remove things that 
are considered to be offensive, immoral, harmful to society, 
etc. ■ The station censored her speech before broadcasting it. 

■ His report was heavily censored. ■ The government censored 
[=removed] all references to the protest. 

[ Do not confuse censor with censure. | 

Cen-SO-ri-OUS /sen'sorijss/ adj [more most —] formal 
: having or showing a tendency to criticize someone or 
something severely : very critical ■ The stunt earned her the 
scorn of her censorious older sister. ■ I was surprised by the 
censorious tone of the book review. 
cen-SOr-ship /'sensa-i/ip/ noun [noncount] : the system or 
practice of censoring books, movies, letters, etc. ■ censorship 
of the press/media ■ They oppose government censorship. 
1 Cen-SLire /*senj>/ noun [noncount] formal : official strong 
criticism ■ The country faces international censure for its al¬ 
leged involvement in the assassination. 

2 censure verb -sures; -sured; -sur-ing [+ obj\ formal : to 
officially criticize (someone or something) strongly and pub¬ 
licly ■ He was censured by the committee for his failure to re¬ 
port the problem. 

[ Do not confuse censure with censor. } 

cen-SUS /'sensss/ noun, pi -sus>es [count] : the official pro¬ 
cess of counting the number of people in a country, city, or 
town and collecting information about them ■ According to 
the latest census, the racial makeup of the town has changed 
dramatically in the last 50 years. — often used before anoth¬ 
er noun ■ census figures/data 

cent /'sent/ noun, pi cents [count] : a unit of money that is 
equal to /oo of the basic unit of money in many countries 
: one percent of a dollar, euro, rupee, etc. • A dime is worth 
10 cents. ■ The car isn’t worth a cent. [=the car is not worth 
anything] 

not one red cent informal : no money at all ■ I would not 
pay one red cent for that car. [=1 would not pay any money 
at all for that car] 

two cents US, informal : someone's opinion about some¬ 
thing ■ He’s always ready to offer his two cents on any top¬ 
ic, whether he knows anything about it or not. ■ Can I putI 
throw in my two cents ? [=can I give my opinion?] - If I can. 
I’d like to offer my two cents’ worth. [=my opinion] 

Cent, abbr century 

cen-taur /'senitoa/ noun, pi -taurs [count] : a creature in 
Greek mythology that is part human and part horse 
cen-te-nar-i-an Asents'nerijsn/ noun, pi -ans [count] : a 
person who is 100 years old or older 
cen-ten-a-ry /scn'tensri, Brit sen'tiinri/ noun, pi -ries 
[count] Brit : centennial ■ This year marks the centenary of 
the building's construction. 

— centenary adj, always used before a noun ■ a centenary 
year/celebration 

cen-ten-ni-al /sen’tenisl/ noun, pi -als [count] US : the 
100th anniversary of something (such as an important event) 

■ We’re celebrating the museum’s centennial [-(Brit) centena¬ 
ry] this summer. [=celebrating the fact that it is 100 years old] 

■ Next year will be the centennial of the town’s founding. 
[=the day/year 100 years after the town was officially begun] 

— compare bicentennial 

— centennial adj, always used before a noun ■ a centennial 
year/celebration 

1 cen-ter (US) or Brit cen-tre /'senta 1 / noun, pi -ters 

1 [count] : the middle point or part of something ■ the center 
of the room/circle ■ The candies have a soft center. [=middle] 

■ The staircase is in the center of the building. — often used 
before another noun ■ the center aisle/lane 

2 [singular] a : a person or thing that is causing a lot of in¬ 
terest, argument, etc. ■ The proposed memorial has become 
a center of controversy. [=there is a lot of controversy about 
the proposed memorial] • He likes to be the center of atten¬ 
tion. [=he likes to be noticed and watched by many people] 
b : the position of a person or thing that is causing a lot of 
interest, argument, etc. ■ They are at the center of a furious 
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debate over whether or not to expand the city’s public trans¬ 
portation system. ❖ If you are at the center of things, you 
are closely involved in things that are happening." He always 
likes to be at the center of things. 

3 [count] : a building or set of buildings used by the people 
of a city, town, area, etc., for a particular purpose ■ a com¬ 
munications/conference center ■ a day-care center ■ The vac¬ 
cine is being tested at several medical centers around the 
country. — see also community center 

4 [count] : a place where a particular activity happens ■ the 
financial/business/cultural center of the city ■ The university 
is becoming a center of excellence for genetic engineering. 
[=becoming a place where genetic engineering is done very 
well] — see also nerve center, shopping center 

5 [count] : an area where many people live ■ a population/ur- 
ban center 

6 [count] : the main part of a town or city where there are 
many stores, restaurants, offices, etc. ■ the town/city center ■ 
efforts to rebuild the city’s center [=downtown\ 

7 [singular] : the political position of people who support 
ideas that are not extreme : a moderate political position be¬ 
tween the positions of people who are conservative and lib¬ 
eral ■ The party’s new policies show a shift toward the center. 

■ His political views are slightly right/left of center. [=are 
slightly conservative/liberal] 

8 [count] sports : someone who plays a middle position on a 
team in sports like basketball, hockey, football, and soccer 
front and center see 2 front 

left, right, and centre see 2 left 
2 center (US) or Brit centre verb -ters; -tered; -ter-lng 

1 [+ obj] : to place (something) in the middle of something ■ 
Center the picture on the wall. — often used as (be) centered 

■ The sign isn’t centered. Move it a little to the left. ■ The pain 
is centered around/in his lower back. 

2 a [no obj] : to be mainly concerned about or involved with 
someone or something — usually + around, round, on, or 
upon • Her life centers onjaround her children. [=her children 
are the most important part of her life] ■ The story centers on/ 
upon a teenage girl. ■ The investigation has centered [-fo¬ 
cused] mainly on/upon the alleged misuse of public funds, b 
[+ obj ] : to cause (something) to be mainly concerned about 
or involved with something — usually + around, round, on, 
or upon , ■ She centers her life on/around her children. = Her 
life is centered on/around her children. ■ You should center 
your attention on the most important problems. • The group 
is centering its efforts on getting food to the poor. 

3 [+ obj : to have the main or most important part of (some¬ 
thing, such as an organization or activity) in or at a specified 
place — usually used as (be) centered ■ an industry that is 
centered in the country’s north • The organization has mem¬ 
bers worldwide but is centered in Cairo. • a series of arts 
events centered at the city park — see also CENTERED 

centered (US) or Brit ceri'tred /'sented/ adj 

1 : mainly concerned about or involved with something 
specified — used in combination with a noun ■ a family- 
centered hotel • a natur e-centered religion — see also SELF- 
CENTERED 

2 : having a specified kind of center — used in combination 
with an adjective ■ a dark -centered flower 

3 [more most ~] : emotionally healthy and calm ■ She 
struggled with depression for years, but she’s more centered 
now and able to live a full life. 

center field (US) or Brit centre field noun [noncount] 
: the part of the baseball outfield between right field and left 
field ■ a fly ball to center field-, also : the position of the player 
defending center field ■ She used to be a shortstop but now 
she plays center field. 

- center fielder (US) or Brit centre fielder noun, pi ~ 
-ers [count] ■ a good center fielder 
cen«ter«fold (US) or Brit cen-tre-fold noun, pi -folds 
/'senta^fould/ [count] 

1 : the pages that face each other in the middle of a maga¬ 
zine or newspaper 

2 a : a picture of a person (such as a woman who is not 
wearing clothes) that is in the centerfold of a magazine b 
: a person whose picture is the centerfold of a magazine 

center forward (US) or Brit centre forward noun, pi ~ 
-wards [count] : someone who plays in the middle of the 
front line of players in field hockey, soccer, and other sports 
center ice (US) or Brit centre ice noun [noncount] : the 
middle section of an ice hockey rink ■ She skated back to 
center ice. 


center of gravity (US) or Brit centre of gravity noun 
[singular] : the point at which the entire weight of something 
can be balanced ■ Its low center of gravity makes the car very 
stable. 

cen*ter*piece (US) or Brit cen-tre-piece / l senta^pi:s/ 
noun, pi -piec*es 

1 [count] : a decoration (such as a group of flowers) that is 
placed in the center of a table 

2 [noncount] : the most important part of something — usu¬ 
ally + of • He made tax reform the centerpiece o/his speech. ■ 
Her voting record is the centerpiece of her campaign. 

center stage (US) or Brit centre stage noun [singular] 

1 : the middle section of a theater’s stage ■ The actor stood 
alone at center stage. 

2 : a main or very important position ■ As we wrap up work 
on the old project, a new one moves to center stage. ■ The is¬ 
sue is expected to take center stage in the elections. 

cen-ti- /'scnta/ combining form 

1 : hundred • centipede 

2 : one hundredth part of something ■ centimeter 
cen-ti-grade /'senta.greid/ adj : Celsius 
cen-ti*gram /'senta^aem/ noun, pi -grams [count] : a 

weight equal to Vioo gram 

cen*tMi*ter (US) or Brit cen*ti*li-tre /'sEnta,li:ta-/ noun, pi 
-ters [count] : a unit for measuring the volume of a liquid or 
gas that is equal to Vioo liter or 10 cubic centimeters 
cen*ti*me*ter (US) or Brit cen*ti-me*tre /'senta.miit;*/ 
noun, pi -ters [count] : a length equal to Vioo meter 
cen*ti«pede /'senta.piid/ noun, pi -pedes 
[count] : a small creature that is like an in¬ 
sect and that has a long, thin body and many 
legs 

' cen-tral Acntral/ adj 

1 always used before a noun : in the middle 
of something : located in the center of a 
thing or place ■ The country is in central Af¬ 
rica. [=the area that is in the middle of Afri¬ 
ca] ■ The house has four rooms and a central 
chimney. • City planners are looking for a 
central location for the new hospital. 

2 : main or most important ■ The novel’s 
central [=main] character is an orphan. ■ The 
professor has become a central [=key] figure centipede 
in the controversy. ■ The evidence was cen¬ 
tral to the defense’s case. ■ a central belief/claim 

3 always used before a noun : controlling all other parts 
: having power over the other parts ■ The country’s schools 
are financed by both local and central governments. ■ The 
central authority of the company’s board is being challenged. 

4 : designed to reach all parts of a building • The apartment 
has both central air-conditioning and central heating. 

- cen-traM-ty /sen'traelati/ noun [noncount] ■ We should 
emphasize the centrality of this evidence to our case. 
- cen-tral-ly Acntrali/ adv ■ The new hospital will be 
centrally located. 

2 central noun [singular] US, informal : a place where an activ¬ 
ity takes place or a group meets : a place that is a center for 
an activity or group ■ The resort is party central for college 
students on spring break. [=college students on spring break 
have many parties at the resort] ■ Our family room becomes 
kid central on weekends. 

central bank noun, pi ~ banks [count] : a bank that does 
business with other banks and with the government and that 
controls a country’s money supply and interest rates 

- central banker noun, pi ~ -ers [count] 

Central casting noun [noncount] informal : the depart¬ 
ment at a movie company that chooses which actor will play 
each part Someone who is said to be from/out of central 
casting is a person whose appearance, behavior, or nature 
seem to be typical for their job or position. ■ The physics pro¬ 
fessor looks like he’s right out of central casting, his white 
hair is disheveled, his suit rumpled, and he looks a little lost, 
central city noun, pi ~ cities [count] : the center part of a 
large city ■ The central city is losing population, while the 
suburbs are expanding. 

cen-tral-ism Aentra,lizam/ noun [noncount] : a way of or¬ 
ganizing a political or educational system in which a single 
authority has power and control over the entire system 

- centralist adj 

cen-tral-ize also Brit cen«traMse Aentrajaiz/ verb -iz- 
es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ obj 

1 : to bring (things that are in different places) together at a 
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single point or place ■ The city’s hospitals hope to centralize 
[consolidate] medical records in a single database. ■ All ship¬ 
ping operations have been centralized at the Miami office. 

2 : to bring (something) under the control of one authority ■ 
centralize control ■ The controversial reforms could be used 
to further centralize power in the hands of one party. • a cen¬ 
tralized authority/govemment — opposite decentralize 

— cen-tral-i-za-tion also Brit cen*tral-i-sa-tion /.sentra- 
la'zei/an, Brit centra,lai'zei/an/ noun [noncount] 

central locking noun [noncount] Brit : an electronic sys¬ 
tem that locks all the doors of a car at the same time 
central nervous system noun, pi ~ -terns [count] : the 
part of the nervous system that includes the brain and spinal 
cord 

central processing unit noun, pi ~ units [count ]: cpu 
central reservation noun, pi ~ -tions [count] Brit : me¬ 
dian STRIP 

centre Brit spelling of CENTER 
-cen-tric /'sentrik/ adj combining form 

1 : having (something) at the center ■ The solar system is he¬ 
liocentric, meaning that the sun is at its center. 

2 : having (something) as a central interest, influence, sub¬ 
ject, etc. ■ a Eurocentric way of thinking [=a way of thinking 
that treats Europe and Europeans as most important] — 
sometimes hyphenated ■ (.informal) a kid-centric movie [=a 
movie for children] 

cen*trif*U*gal /sen'tnfjagal, Brit iscntn'fjuigal/ adj, techni¬ 
cal : moving away from a center : acting in a direction away 
from a center 

centrifugal force noun, pi ~ forces [count, noncount] 
physics : a force that causes an object moving in a circular 
path to move out and away from the center of its path 

— compare centripetal force 

cen-tri-fuge /'scntra^jurtte/ noun, pi -fug*es [count] : a 
machine that uses centrifugal force to separate substances or 
parts of substances <’• A centrifuge spins substances inside a 
container around very fast, causing the heavier substances to 
move to the bottom or sides of the container. 
Cen*trip*e*tal /scn'tnpatj/ adj, technical : moving toward a 
center : acting in a direction toward a center 
centripetal force noun, pi ~ forces [count, noncount] 
physics : a force that pulls an object moving in a circular 
path toward the center of its path — compare centrifu¬ 
gal force 

cen*trist /'sentrist/ noun, pi -trists [count] : a person whose 
political opinions are not extreme : a person whose beliefs 
fall between those of liberals and conservatives ■ The candi¬ 
date hopes to appeal to centrists nationwide. 

— centrist adj ■ centrist political views 
cen»tU»ry /'sentfari/ noun, pi -ries [count] 

1 : a period of 100 years • It took more than a century to 
complete the cathedral. ■ This photograph was taken half a 
century [=50 years] ago. ■ The herb has been used to treat 
headaches for centuries. [=hundreds of years] • a centuries- 
old tradition 

2 : a period of 100 years counted from the beginning of the 
Christian era ■ Millions of people celebrated the beginning of 
the 21st century on January 1, 2000. ■ the third century A.D. ■ 
The pottery dates back to the sixth century B.C.E. • When the 
prince got married, it was called the wedding of the century. 

CEO /,si:,i:'ou/ noun . pi CEOs [count] : the person who has 
the most authority in an organization or business 4- CEO is 
an abbreviation of “chief executive officer." 
ce*ram*ic /sa'r 2 emik/ adj : made of clay that has been heat¬ 
ed to a very high temperature so that it becomes hard ■ a ce¬ 
ramic bead/bowl ■ ceramic tiles 
ce*ram*iCS /sa'reemiks/ noun 

1 [noncount] : the art of making things out of clay • She stud¬ 
ied ceramics in Japan. ■ a ceramics class 

2 [plural] : things made out of hardened clay : ceramic ob¬ 
jects ■ the museum's collection of ancient Greek ceramics 

ce*re*al /'sirijal/ noun, pi -als 

1 [count] : a plant (such as a grass) that produces grain that 
can be eaten ■ Wheat and barley are common cereals. 

2 : a breakfast food made from grain Cereal is usually eat¬ 
en in a bowl with milk poured over it. [noncount] a bowl of 
cereal • Some kinds of cereal have a lot of added sugar. 
[count] Some cereals have a lot of added sugar. ■ breakfast ce¬ 
reals 

cer*e*beMum /.sera'bclam/ noun, pi -lums or -la /-la/ 
[count] medical : the back part of the brain that controls bal¬ 
ance and the use of muscles 


ce*re*bral /sa'riibral, "serabral/ 

1 always used before a noun, medical : of or relating to the 
brain ■ the cerebral cortex/hemisphere • a cerebral hemor¬ 
rhage 

2 [more most ~] : related to the mind rather than to feel¬ 
ings : intellectual and not emotional • He’s a very cerebral 
comedian. ■ The novel was a little too cerebral [= highbrow ] 
for me. 

cerebral palsy noun [noncount] medical : a disease that 
causes a person to have problems moving and speaking 
ce-re-brum /sa'ri-.bram, 'serabram/ noun, pi -brums or 
chiefly Brit -bra /-bra/ [count] medical : the front part of the 
brain that is believed to be where thoughts occur 
1 cer»e»mO»ni«al /,sera'mounijal/ adj 

1 a : used in or done as part of a ceremony ■ The tribe has 
different ceremonial masks for each ceremony. ■ a ceremoni¬ 
al dance b : including a ceremony : marked by a ceremony 
■ a ceremonial occasion 

2 : without real power or influence • His new position is 
largely ceremonial because all the decisions are actually 
made by a committee. 

— cer-e-mo-ni-aMy adv ■ The swords are now used only 
ceremonially. [=only as part of a ceremony] 

2 ceremonial noun, pi -als [count] : a special ceremony ■ a 
number of religious ceremonials 
cer-e*mO*ni*OUS /^era'mounijas/ adj [more most ~] 
: formal and serious : suitable for a ceremony • She read the 
announcement in a very ceremonious way. ■ a ceremonious 
entrance — compare unceremonious 

— cer*e*mo»ni*ous*ly adv 
Cer«e»mO«nv /'sera^ouni/ noun, pi -nies 

1 [count] : a formal act or event that is a part of a social or 
religious occasion ■ graduation/wedding ceremonies ■ There 
will be a ceremony honoring the town’s veterans next week. 

— see also master of ceremonies 

2 [noncount] : very polite or formal behavior ■ With great 
ceremony, the children presented each of the visitors with a 
gift. ■ He told them abruptly and without ceremony that they 
would have to leave. 

stand on ceremony : to insist on doing the things that are 
usual or expected in polite or formal behavior — usually 
used in negative statements ■ He doesn’t stand on ceremo¬ 
ny, he gets the job done. 

cert /'sa-t/ noun [singular] Brit, informal : someone or some¬ 
thing that is sure to be successful ■ I’ve got a cert [=sure thing] 
for the next race. ■ He’s a dead cert [=sure bet] for player of 
the year. 

1 ceMain /'satn/ adj 

1 not used before a noun [more most ~]: not having any 
doubt about something : convinced or sure • Are you certain 
[=sure] you want to leave today? ■ I feel less than certain 
about it. [=1 am not sure about it] ■ She’s certain (that) she 
can do the job despite her lack of experience. ■ I’m fairly cer¬ 
tain that I’ll be on time. 

2 — used with it to say that something is known to be true or 
correct ■ Although little is known about these ancient peo¬ 
ple, it is certain that they grew a number of crops. ■ It's not 
certain [=definite] that the company will lay off workers. 
[=the company may lay off workers, but it also may not] ■ It 
seems certain that the jury will convict him. 

3 — used to say that something will definitely happen or 
that someone will definitely do something ■ Before the game 
was half over our team’s defeat was nearly certain. ■ Contact 
with the poison means certain death. ■ Her victory seems cer¬ 
tain. — often followed by to + verb ■ As technology develops, 
the rates of success with the procedure are certain to im¬ 
prove. ■ Health-care costs are certain [=sure] to increase in 
coming years. ■ She is almost certain to win. ■ He’s all but cer¬ 
tain to say no. [=he will almost surely say no] 

4 always used before a noun — used to refer to something or 
someone that is not named specifically ■ Each employee will 
receive a certain share of the profits. ■ Building even a simple 
bookcase takes a certain amount of skill. [=takes some skill] ■ 
Certain people are always late for dinner. ■ On certain days 
there is no parking on the street. ■ The new technology has 
certain limitations. ■ Students must fulfill certain require¬ 
ments to graduate. ■ She’s allergic to certain [-particular] 
foods. ■ The contract can be extended under certain circum¬ 
stances. [=in some special cases] ■ To a certain extent [=up to 
a point] he’s right. ■ The movie will appeal to people of a cer¬ 
tain age. [=people who are no longer young] 
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a certain 1 — used to refer to a quality that is noticed but 
that is difficult to explain or describe ■ She has a certain el¬ 
egance about her. ■ The house has a certain charm. 2 for¬ 
mal — used with the name of a person you do not know ■ 
In 1889, a certain Mr. Kelly made a large donation to the 
church. 

for certain : without a doubt : definitely or certainly • No 
one knows for certain what the outcome will be. • We'll 
need more than an hour to get there for certain, [-for sure] 
make certain : to do something or find out something so 
that you have no doubt about whether something is true, 
correct, will happen, etc. ■ Make certain (that) you lock the 
door when you leave. = Make certain to lock the door 
when you leave. ■ We must make certain [=make sure ] this 
doesn’t happen again. ■ She made certain she thanked each 
of them for coming. — sometimes + of • Make certain of 
your flight times [=be sure that you definitely know your 
flight times] before you leave for the airport. 

2 certain pronoun, formal: certain ones : particular members 
of a group : some — + of ■ Certain o/his assumptions are 
simply not true. ■ We know that certain of his classmates 
walk to school every day. 
cer»tain»lv /'s^tnii/ adv 

1 : without doubt : definitely ■ It will certainly rain to¬ 
morrow. ■ This year’s festival was certainly much better than 
last year’s. ■ Certainly [-surely ] you can do a better job than 
that! ■ I’m certainly going to try. ■ The new version is most 
certainly easier to use. ■ The snake that bit her was almost 
certainly poisonous. — sometimes used for emphasis • He 
didn’t get the raise he was hoping for, but he’s certainly not 
complaining. ■ I certainly didn’t mean to offend anyone. 

2 : of course — used to answer questions ■ “Can I speak to 
you for a moment?’’ “ Certainly .” ■ “Did I offend you?” “Oh, 
certainly not" [=no, you did not offend me at all] • “May I 
join you?" “You most certainly may.’’ 

cer-tain-ty /'sa'tnti/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : the state of being or feeling certain about 
something ■ Scientists still do not know with any degree of 
certainty why the disease spread so quickly. ■ We cannot pre¬ 
dict the outcome with absolute/any certainty. • There was no 
certainty that the package would arrive in time. ■ Her certain¬ 
ty about these complex moral issues is surprising. ■ It is diffi¬ 
cult to say with certainty [=in a certain or definite way] which 
of the plays was written first. 

2 [count] : something that is certain : a fact about which 
there is no doubt ■ We live in a world without certainties. [=a 
world in which things are not certain] ■ His victory in the 
election is almost a certainty. [=it is nearly certain/definite 
that he will win the election] 

cer-ti*fi*able /'sa^fajabal/ ac(j 

1 informal : crazy or insane ■ Anyone who would run in 
front of a car like that is certifiable. • certifiable behavior 

2 always used before a noun, chiefly US : real or genuine 
: authentic ■ We called in a certifiable expert on legal is¬ 
sues. ■ A handful of cinema’s certifiable masterpieces are in 
need of restoration. • a certifiable liar 

cer-tif-i'Cate /sa^'tifikot/ noun, pi -cates [count] 

1 : a document that is official proof that something has hap¬ 
pened — see also birth certificate, death certifi¬ 
cate, MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE 

2 : a document that is official proof that you have finished 
school or a course of training ■ She has a certificate in mid¬ 
wifery- ' He earned his teaching certificate last year. 

3 : a document which shows that you own something ■ a 
stock certificate — see also gift certificate 

cer-tif'i'Cat'ed /sa^'tifijkeitad/ adj. Brit : certified 1 • a 
certificated teacher 

certificate of deposit noun, pi certificates of deposit 

[count] chiefly US : an official document in which a bank 
promises to pay a specified amount of interest when you de¬ 
posit money in the bank for a specified period of time — 
called also CD 

cer-ti«fi'Ca*tion /.sa'tafa'keijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : the act of making something official : the act 
of certifying something ■ the certification of the vote • She 
had to wait until her certification as a nurse before she could 
start her new job. 

2 : official approval to do something professionally or legal¬ 
ly [count] The certifications of nine teachers were revoked. 
[noncount] instructor certification • The school offers scuba 
diving certification. 

cer*ti*fied /'sa^faid/ adj 


1 : having met the official requirements that are needed to 
do particular type of work ■ a certified instructor ■ You must 
be certified in order to practice medicine. ■ The carpentry 
work must be done by someone who is certified for the job. ■ 
nationally certified [=(Brit) certificated] teachers ■ a board- 
certified doctor [=a doctor whose qualifications have been 
approved by an official group] 

2 chiefly US a : officially approved as having met a stan¬ 
dard ■ The food/restaurant is certified kosher. ■ certified or¬ 
ganic vegetables b informal : real or genuine ■ a certified ce¬ 
lebrity ■ Her boyfriend’s a certified weirdo. 

certified check (.US) or Brit certified cheque noun, pi ~ 
checks [count]: a check that is guaranteed by a bank 
Certified mail noun [noncount] US : mail for which a per¬ 
son must sign an official document stating that it has been 
received • He sent the contract by certified mail. — called 
also (Brit) recorded delivery ; compare registered mail 
certified public accountant noun, pi ~ -tants [count] 
US : an accountant who has finished the schooling or tests 
required by law — abbr. CPA — called also (Brit) chartered 
accountant 

cer-ti-fy /'sa^fai/ verb -fies; -tied; -fy»ing [+ obj] 

1 : to say officially that something is true, correct, or genu¬ 
ine ■ A judge must certify the contract. • The document has 
been certified by the court. 

2 : to say officially that something or someone has met cer¬ 
tain standards or requirements ■ The car dealer certifies each 
car before it is sold. ■ Has your doctor been certified? 

3 chiefly Brit : to say officially that someone is insane and in 
need of treatment — often used as (be) certified ■ They were 
both certified and spent the next year in hospital. 

cer*ti*tude /'satejtuid, Brit ’s3:t3,tju:d/ noun [noncount] 
: the state of being or feeling certain : freedom from doubt ■ 
moral certitude 

cer-vi-cal /'sa^vikal/ adj, medical 

1 : of or relating to a cervix of the uterus ■ cervical cancer 

2 : of or relating to the neck • cervical vertebrae 
cervical smear noun, pi ~~ smears [count] Brit : pap 

smear 

cer-vix /"sawiks/ noun, pi -vi»ces /-va,si:z/ or -vix*es 
[count] medical : the narrow end at the opening of a wom¬ 
an’s uterus 

ce*sar«e«an or cae>sar>e>an /si'zerijan/ noun, pi -ans 
[count] medical : cesarean section 

— cesarean or caesarean adj 9 a cesarean birth 
cesarean section also caesarean section noun, pi ~~ 

-tions [count] medical : a surgical operation for giving birth 
in which a cut is made in the mother’s body so that the baby 
can be removed through the opening — called also C-section 
ceS*sa-tion /sE'seiJan/ noun, pi -tions formal : a stopping 
of some action : a pause or stop — often + of [count] With 
news of the treaty came a cessation of hostilities. [=fighting 
stopped when the treaty was announced] [noncount] Re¬ 
lapses after cessation of treatment are common, 
ces-sion /'sEjan/ noun, pi -sions formal: the act of giving 
up something (such as power, land, or rights) to another per¬ 
son, group, or country [count] territorial cessions from one 
state to another ■ a temporary cession [=yielding] of local 
control [noncount] The law required cession of the land to 
the heirs. 

cess*pit /'sEs,pit/ noun, pi -pits [count] chiefly Brit : cess¬ 
pool 

cesspool /*sEs,pu:l/ noun, pi -pools [count] 

1 : an underground hole or container for holding liquid 
waste (such as sewage) from a building 

2 : a place or situation that is very dirty, evil, or corrupt • 
The region had become a cesspool of pollution. • a cesspool 
of corruption — called also ( chiefly Brit ) cesspit 

ce*ta*cean /si'tei/an/ noun, pi -ceans [count] technical : a 
mammal (such as a whale, dolphin, or porpoise) that lives in 
the ocean 

- cetacean adj 

cf abbr compare — used to direct a reader to another idea, 
document, etc. • This article takes a new approach to the 
problems of today’s inner cities. (Cf Smith’s earlier article on 
the topic.) Cf comes from the Latin conferre, which means 

“to compare.” 

CFC abbr chlorofluorocarbon 
CFO abbr chief financial officer 
CFS abbr chronic fatigue syndrome 
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eg abbr centigram 
eh abbr chapter 

Cha«blis /Jae'bli:/ noun, pi Chablis [count, noncount ] : a 
type of white wine from France 
cha-cha /'tfardfa:/ noun, pi -chas [count] : a fast dance 
from Latin America — called also cha-cha-cha 
chafe /'tfeif/ verb chafes; chafed; chaMng 

1 [no obj] : to become irritated or annoyed : to feel impa¬ 
tient — usually + against, at, or under ■ After working out¬ 
doors for years, he chafed at being stuck in an office all day. ■ 
Local builders are chafing under the new regulations. ■ She 
chafed against the strict policies of the school. 

2 a : to cause soreness or damage by rubbing against some¬ 
thing (such as your skin) [+ obj] When the strap is too tight, 
it chafes the baby’s skin, [no obj\ If my boots aren’t laced up 
tight they chafe, b [no obj\ : to become sore or damaged 
from rubbing ■ The baby’s skin will chafe if the strap is too 
tight. 

Chaff /'tfaef, Brit 'fla:f/ noun [noncount ] : the seed coverings 
and other plant parts that cannot be eaten and are removed 
from grain 

separate the wheat from the chaff see Separate 
Chaf-finch /'tfae,fintf/ noun, pi -finches [count] : a small 
European bird 

ChaMng dish /'tfeifnj-/ noun, pi ~ dishes [count]: a dish 
that is used for cooking or warming food at the table 
Cha«grin //a'gnn, Brit 'Jaegnn/ noun [noncount] : a feeling 
of being frustrated or annoyed because of failure or disap¬ 
pointment ■ The fact that he’d been unable to attend the fu¬ 
neral was a source of chagrin for Ted. ■ She had gained five 
pounds over the winter, much to her chagrin. • He decided to 
get a tattoo, to the chagrin of his parents, 
cna-grined also cha-grinned /ja'gnnd, Brit 'jaegnnd/ adj 
[more most formal : frustrated or annoyed : feeling 
chagrin ■ They were chagrined to Find (that) no more rooms 
were available at the hotel. 

1 chain /'tfein/ noun, pi chains 

1 a : a series of usually metal links or rings that are connect¬ 
ed to each other in a line and used for supporting heavy 
things, for holding things together, for decoration, etc. 
[count] The neighbor’s dog is kept on a chain. [=is connected 
to a chain that keeps it from getting away) • She wore a beau¬ 
tiful gold chain [=necklace] around her neck. ■ the ship’s an¬ 
chor chain • a bicycle chain [noncount] We’ll need 25 feet of 
chain for the pulley. — see pictures on page Cl 1 and at bi¬ 
cycle; see also choke chain, key chain b [count] : a 
chain that is attached to the arms or legs of a prisoner — 
usually plural ■ The prisoners were kept in chains while be¬ 
ing transferred to the new jail. — often used figuratively ■ 
The contract would keep the employees in chains, unable to 
leave the company for at least five years. — see also BALL 
AND CHAIN 

2 [count]: a series or group of things or people that are con¬ 
nected to each other in some way • a chain of islands ■ The 
world's longest mountain chain [=group of mountains that 
form a long line] is the Andes. ■ The new book chronicles the 
chain ofevents leading up to the crime. ■ Protesters formed a 
human chain [=they stood next to each other with their arms 
linked] around the ancient tree to prevent it from being cut 
down. — see also daisy chain, food chain 

3 [count]: a group of businesses (such as stores, restaurants, 
or hotels) that have the same name and basic appearance 
and sell the same products or services ■ They own a chain of 
organic grocery stores. • fast-food/clothing chains', also : the 
company that owns such a group of businesses ■ The hotel 
chain recently opened a new hotel in Hong Kong. — see also 
CHAIN store 

4 [count] Brit : a number of people who each want to buy a 
house but must first sell their current house before moving 
to the next one — usually singular ■ Both houses are current¬ 
ly vacant so there is no chain to worry about. 

pull the chain Brit: to flush a toilet 

pullfyank someone’s chain US, informal : to deceive 
someone in a friendly or playful way • I thought he really 
won the lottery but he was only pulling my chain. [=he was 
only playing a joke on me] 

2 chain verb chains; chained; chain-ing [+ obj]: to fasten, 
hold, or connect (someone or something) with a chain ■ She 
chained her bicycle to the post and went inside. — often 
used as (be) chained • The neighbor's dog is kept chained 
(up) in the yard. ■ The prisoners were chained together. — of¬ 
ten used figuratively • Many office workers spend the day 


chained to the computer. [=they work with a computer all 
day] • He hopes to spend less time chained to his desk. 
Chain gang noun, pi ~ gangs [count] : a group of prison¬ 
ers who are chained together while they do work outside the 
prison 

Chain letter noun, pi ~ -ters [count]: a letter that is sent to 
a certain number of people and that asks each of those peo¬ 
ple to send a copy of the letter to the same number of people 
chain—link fence noun, pi ~ fences [count] : a fence of 
heavy steel wire that is woven to form a pattern of large 
diamond-shaped spaces 

Chain mall noun [noncount] : a kind of protective clothing 
(called armor) that is made up of many tiny metal rings that 
are linked together and that was worn by knights and sol¬ 
diers in the Middle Ages 

chain of command noun, pi chains of command 

[count] : a series of positions of authority or rank within an 
organization that are ordered from lowest to highest • In the 
United States, the President as the commander in chief is at 
the head of the military chain of command. 
chain reaction noun, pi ~ -tions [count] 

1 : a series of events in which each event causes the next one 
: a series of events caused by one single event ■ Increased oil 
rices could trigger a chain reaction in the economy. 
technical : a chemical or nuclear change that causes other 
changes of the same kind to happen 
chain saw noun, pi ~ 
saws [count]: a tool that 
cuts wood with a circular 
chain that is driven by a 
motor and made up of 
many connected sharp 
metal teeth 

chain-smoke 

/'tfein, smouk/ verb 

-smokes; -smoked; 

-smoking : to smoke 
cigarettes continuously one after another [no obj] He chain¬ 
smokes when he’s under a lot of stress. [+ obj] She’s been 
chain-smoking cigarettes for years. 

— chain—smok-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

Chain Store noun, pi ~ stores [count] : a store that has the 
same name and basic appearance as other stores that sell the 
same kind of goods and are owned by the same company 
1 chair /'flea-/ noun, pi chairs 

1 [count] : a seat for one person that has a back and usually 
four legs ■ a chair by the window ■ We ll need a table and four 
chairs for the dining room. • Please pull up a chair [=bring a 
chair to where we are] and join us. 

2 [count] a : the person who is the leader of a department 
at a college or university ■ He is now chair of the English de¬ 
partment. b : the person who is the leader of a meeting, or¬ 
ganization, committee, or event • She’s chair of the school 
board this year. ■ Address any questions to the committee 
chair. — see also chairman, chairperson, chairwoman 

3 the chair US, informal : electric chair ■ a murderer 
who was sentenced/sent to the chair 

2 chair verb chairs; chaired; chair-ing [+ obj] : to be in 
charge of a meeting, organization, committee, or event : to 
be the chairperson of (something) ■ He’s been chosen to 
chair the task force on school violence. 
chalr*lift /'fleashft/ noun, pi -lifts [count] : a series of seats 
that hang from a moving cable and that carry people (such 
as skiers) up and down a mountain 
chafr-man /'flewnan/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] 

1 : the person (especially a man) who is in charge of a meet¬ 
ing, committee, or event ■ He's the new chairman [=chair. 
chairperson] of the task force on school violence. 

2 : the person who is in charge of a company or organization 
• the chairman of the airline company 

Chalr«man«Shlp /'tfeOTnanJip/ noun, pi -ships [count] 
: the position of a chairperson : the position of being the 
leader of an organization, committee, etc. • He volunteered 
for the committee chairmanship. • She took over the chair¬ 
manship of the company from her father. 

Chalr«per*SOn /'fle^ipasp/ noun, pi -sons [count] : the 
person who leads a meeting, organization, committee, or 
event: chair ■ A new chairperson for the committee has not 
yet been appointed. 

chalr-wom-an /'fleas woman/ noun, pi -wom*en 

/-,wiman/ [count] : a woman who leads a meeting, organiza¬ 
tion, committee, or event: chair 
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chaise longue /'jeiz- 
■la:rj/ noun, pi chaise 
longues or chaises 
longues /\feiz'la:i)/ 

[count] 

1 : a long low chair with 
a back along half its 
length and one arm 

2 US : a long chair with a 
back that can be moved 
so that you can sit up or 
lie down — called also (US) chaise lounge 

Cha*let /Jae'lei/ noun, pi 
-lets [count] 

1 : a type of house that has 
a steep roof that extends 
past the walls ■ We stayed 
overnight at a ski chalet. 

Chalets were originally 
built in Switzerland and are 
common where there are 
mountains and a lot of 
snow. 

2 Brit: a small house often 
in a group of similar houses 
where people go for vacations 

chal'ice /'tfaelas/ noun, pi chal-ic-es [count] : a special cup 
for holding wine; especially ; the cup used in the Christian 
ceremony of Communion 

poisoned chalice chiefly Brit : something that seems attrac¬ 
tive at first but becomes unpleasant • Working as store 
manager was a poisoned chalice as it became more and 
more difficult to be the boss of her friends. 

1 Chalk /'tfa.k/ noun, pi chalks 

1 [noncount] : a type of soft, light-colored rock Chalk is a 
kind of limestone. 

2 a [noncount] : a substance that is made into white or col¬ 
ored sticks and used for writing or drawing ■ The teacher 
handed her a piece of chalk and asked her to write the an¬ 
swer on the chalkboard. ■ He put chalk marks on the stage to 
show the actors where they should stand. ■ a chalk drawing 
[=a drawing done with chalk] b [count] : a piece of chalk ■ 
They drew pictures on the sidewalk with colored chalks, 
not by a long chalk Brit : not at all ■ Our work isn’t done 

yet, not by a long chalk. [=(C/5) not by a long shot’, we still 
have a lot more work to do] 

- chalky /'tfarki/ adj chalk-i-er; chalk-i-est [also more 
most — ] ■ chalky white [=the color of white chalk] ■ 
chalky soil [=soil that has chalk in it] 

2 chalk verb chalks; chalked; chaining [+ obj] 

1 : to write or draw (something) with chalk ■ She chalked a 
message on the side of the bam. 

2 : to mark (something) with chalk • He chalked the stage to 
show the actors where they should stand. 

chalk up [phrasal verb] chalk (something) up or chalk up 
(something) 1 : to earn or achieve (something) : to accu¬ 
mulate (something) ■ As a runner, he's chalked up about 
1,000 miles on the track. • The company has chalked up 
huge losses this quarter. 2 Brit : to charge (the cost of 
drinks or food) to your account to be paid for later ■ Chalk 
up these drinks to my account, please. 3 chalk (some¬ 
thing) up to (something) chiefly US : to explain (some¬ 
thing) by stating its cause : to say that (something) was 
caused by (something) • Chalk it up to bad timing. ■ Her 
early mistakes can be chalked up to inexperience, 
chalk-board /'tfa:k,bo^d/ noun, pi -boards [count] chiefly 

US : BLACKBOARD 

1 Challenge /’tfaelancfe/ verb -leng-es; -lenged; -leng-ing 

[+obf] 

1 : to say or show that (something) may not be true, correct, 
or legal: dispute • A number of doctors are challenging the 
study’s claims. ■ The new lawsuit challenges the lower court’s 
decision. ■ The new data challenges many old assumptions. 
[=the new data gives people reasons to doubt many old as¬ 
sumptions] 

2 a : to question the action or authority of (someone) ■ She’s 
been challenged on her handling of the problem. • None of 
them were willing to challenge the referee on the call, b law 
: to question whether (someone) should serve on a jury ■ 
challenge a juror 

3 : to test the ability, skill, or strength of (someone or some¬ 
thing) : to be difficult enough to be interesting to (someone) 


■ It’s a game that will challenge a child’s imagination. ■ The 
work doesn’t challenge him anymore, and he’s often bored. 

4 : to invite (someone) to compete in a game, fight, etc. — 
usually + to • I challenge you to a game of chess. ■ The duke 
challenged him to a duel. 

5 : to order (someone) to stop and prove who he or she is ■ 
The sentry challenged the stranger at the gate. 

— chal-leng-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ He hopes to be the 
governor’s challenger in the next election. [=the candidate 
running against the governor] ■ The boxing match pitted 
the two-time champion against his challenger. 

z challenae noun, pi challenges 

1 : a difficult task or problem : something that is hard to do 
[count] The next major challenge for the company is to im¬ 
prove its distribution capabilities. ■ Teaching adolescents can 
be quite a challenge. • The band feels ready for new challeng¬ 
es. ■ If he takes on the new project he will face the greatest 
challenge of his career. ■ Passing the test was hardly a chal¬ 
lenge (=was very easy] for her. ■ The coach is confident that 
you will rise to the challenge. [=the coach is confident that 
you will succeed] ■ Management is seeking ways to better 
meet the challenge of future growth, [noncount] The ski 
slope offers a high degree of challenge. 

2 [count] : an action, statement, etc., that is against some¬ 
thing : a refusal to accept something as true, correct, or legal 

— often + to • The lawsuit is a challenge to the lower court’s 
decision. ■ Both teachers have had to deal with many chal¬ 
lenges to their authority. 

3 [count] a : an invitation to compete in a game, fight, etc. ■ 
Do you accept my challenge to a game of chess? b ; an at¬ 
tempt to defeat someone in a competition ■ The senator may 
face a challenge from within her own party. 

4 [count] : an order to someone to stop and say who he or 
she is ■ The intruder fled at the sentry’s challenge. 

Challenged adj, chiefly US : having a physical or mental 
problem that makes it difficult to do things as easily as other 
people do — used as a polite way to say that a person has a 
disability ■ She has worked as an advocate for the mentally 
and physically challenged, [-disabled] — sometimes used in 
a joking way ■ People call me short, but I prefer the term 
“vertically challenged." 

chal-leng-ing /'tfselancfcir)/ adj [more most ~]: difficult 
in a way that is usually interesting or enjoyable ■ I find the 
job challenging and fun. ■ Teaching is challenging but reward¬ 
ing work. ■ It’s a challenging book that requires careful read¬ 
ing. ■ The slope was challenging for even the most experi¬ 
enced climbers. 

— chaMeng-ing-ly adv 

Cham-ber /ffeimbe/ noun, pi -bers [count] 

1 : a small space inside something (such as a machine or 
your body) ■ He put three bullets into the chamber of the 
gun. ■ the chambers of the heart 

2 : a usually large room where members of a government 
group (such as a legislature) have meetings ■ We waited for 
the senator outside the Senate chamber. 

3 : a group of people who form part of a government ■ The 
U.S. legislature is separated into two chambers : the Senate 
and the House of Representatives. ■ the upper and lower 
chambers of the British Parliament |=the House of Lords and 
the House of Commons] — see also chamber of com¬ 
merce 

4 : a room where a judge goes to do official business or to 
discuss cases with lawyers outside of the courtroom — usu¬ 
ally plural ■ the judge’s chambers 

5 formal + old-fashioned : a person’s bedroom or other pri¬ 
vate room • the queen’s personal chambers ■ a bridal cham¬ 
ber [=a bedroom used by two people who have just been 
married] ■ the temple’s inner chambers 

6 : a room used for a special purpose • the burial chambers 
inside an Egyptian pyramid ■ a torture chamber — see also 

GAS CHAMBER 

— cham*bered /'tfeimb^d/ adj ■ a six-chambered gun [=a 
gun with six chambers] 

Cham-ber-maid /tfeimba^meid/ noun, pi -maids [count] 
: a woman who cleans bedrooms in hotels 
Chamber music noun [noncount] : classical music written 
for a small number of musicians 
chamber of commerce noun, pi chambers of com¬ 
merce [count] : a group of businesspeople who work to¬ 
gether to try to help businesses in their town or city ■ The 
event is sponsored by your local chamber of commerce. 
chamber orchestra noun, pi ~ -tras [count] : a small 
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group of musicians who play classical music together 
Chamber pot noun, pi ~ pots [count] : a container that is 
kept in a bedroom and that is used as a toilet 
cha*me*leon /ka'miiljan/ noun, pi -leons [count] 

1 : a type of lizard that can change the color of its skin to 
look like the colors that are around it 

2 usually disapproving : a person who often changes his or 
her beliefs or behavior in order to please others or to suc¬ 
ceed • She’s a political chameleon. [=she often changes her 
political beliefs] 

chanvois noun, pi chamois 

1 /Jaem'wa./ [count] : a small animal that looks like a goat 
and that lives on mountains in Europe and western Asia 

2 /‘Jaemi/ a [noncount] : soft leather that is made from the 
skin of goats, sheep, or chamois — called also (Brit) chamois 
leather b [count] : a piece of chamois used especially for 
cleaning windows and cars ■ a bucket of water and a chamois 

3 /'Jaemi/ [noncount] US : a type of cotton cloth that looks 
or feels like soft leather — often used before another noun ■ 
a chamois shirt 

cham*0*mile or cam>o*mile /'kaem^majal/ noun [non¬ 
count] : a plant that has a strong smell and small white and 
yellow flowers that are often used in making tea and medi¬ 
cine ■ chamomile tea 

1 Champ /'tfsemp/noun ,/?/ champs [count] informal : cham¬ 
pion ■ this year’s national basketball champs 
2 champ verb champs; champed; champdng : to bite 
and chew on (something) in a noisy way : chomp [+ obj] He 
champed his pipe angrily. ■ The horse was champing its bit. 
[no obj] He champed on his pipe angrily. 
champing at the bit : waiting in an impatient way to do 
something ■ We’ve all been champing at the bit to get start¬ 
ed on the project. 

cham-pagne /Jaem'pein/ noun, pi -pagnes [count, non¬ 
count] : a French white wine that has many bubbles and that 
people often drink on special occasions 
charrvpers /'Jaempa-z/ noun [noncount] Brit, informal 
: champagne ■ a glass of champers 

1 Cham*pi*ort /'tfaempijan/ noun, pi -ons [count] 

1 : someone or something (such as a team or an animal) that 
has won a contest or competition especially in sports ■ tennis 
champions ■ the heavyweight boxing champion of the world ■ 
Our team will play the defending/reigning/current champi¬ 
ons next week. ■ the newly crowned national/world/Olympic 
champions — often used before another noun ■ a champion 
boxer/skier/swimmer ■ champion racehorses 

2 : someone who fights or speaks publicly in support of a 
person, belief, cause, etc. ■ He was a champion for the work¬ 
ing classes. — often + of • She was a lawyer and a champion 
of children’s rights. 

2 champion verb -ons; -onsd; -on-ing [+ obj] : to fight or 
speak publicly in support of (a person, belief, cause, etc.) ■ 
She is a lawyer who champions children’s rights. • Our sena¬ 
tor championed the idea of lowering taxes. 
Cham-pi*On-ship /'tfaempijan.Jip/ noun, pi -ships [count] 

1 : an important competition that decides which player or 
team is the best in a particular sport, game, etc. ■ the heavy¬ 
weight boxing championship — often plural ■ We made it to 
the basketball championships this year, but we lost in the fi¬ 
nal game. — often used before another noun ■ a champion¬ 
ship game/race/match/competition 

2 : the title of champion in a sport or game ■ The team hasn't 
won a championship in 30 years. ■ This year she’ll be defend¬ 
ing the championship. = She’ll try to win the championship 
again. 

1 chance /'tfaens, Brit 'tfa:ns/ noun, pi chancres 

1 : an opportunity to do something : an amount of time or a 
situation in which something can be done [count] I wanted 
to call you, but I never got/had the chance (to). ■ I go to the 
beach every chance I get. [=1 go whenever I can] ■ This is the 
chance of a lifetime! ■ You missed your chance. ■ Everyone 
deserves a (slit chance of winning the award. ■ If you give me 
a chance, I know I can do a good job. ■ He doesn’t give sec¬ 
ond chances, ^opportunities to try something again after 
failing one time] ■ If given half a chance [=if given some op¬ 
portunity], she could show everyone how talented she is. — 
often followed by to + verb ■ Here's your chance to try some¬ 
thing new. ■ Give me a chance to explain. ■ You have to give 
the wound a chance to heal. [=you have to allow time for the 
wound to heal] [noncount] We didn't have much chance to 
talk about it. To jump/leap/grab at the chance to do some¬ 
thing is to have an opportunity to do something and to say in 


an excited way that you will do it or to do it in a veiy eager 
way. ■ She jumped at the chance to go to New York City. > If 
you have a fighting chance to do something, you may be 
able to do it by making a great effort. ■ The patient still has a 
fighting chance to survive. ■ Their help gave us a fighting 
chance to finish the project on time. 

2 : the possibility that something will happen [count] 
There’s a good chance that we’ll finish on time. ■ There’s still 
a slim chance [=a small possibility] that we can win. • There’s 
an outside chance [=a small possibility] that something 
could go wrong. ■ Chances are [=it is very likely that] she has 
already heard the news. — often + of • It increases/reduces 
the chance of getting the disease. ■ There’s a 50 percent 
chance of rain this afternoon. ■ (Brit, informal ) The challeng¬ 
er may not have much experience, but I still think he’s in 
with a chance of winning. [=he has a possibility of winning] 
— often plural ■ What are the chances [=how likely is it] that 
we’ll have nice weather today? ■ I think her chances of win¬ 
ning the election are good. ■ ‘‘How do you think the team 
will do this year?’’ “I like their chances." [=1 think they have 
a good chance of succeeding/winning] [noncount] If you are 
free tonight, is there any chance you could join me for din¬ 
ner? — often + of • If you want to have any chance of getting 
the job, you'll have to dress nicely. • The prisoners had little/ 
no chance of escape/escaping. <>■ The phrase by any chance 
is used when asking questions in a polite way. ■ Are you free 
tonight, by any chancel The informal phrases fat chance 
and not a chance are used as a forceful way of saying that 
there is no possibility that something will happen. • "He says 
that he’ll get here on time." “ Fat chancel" • "Do you think 
they’ll win?" “ Not a chancel ’* ■ Fat chance of that happening! 

3 [noncount] : the way that events happen when they are not 
planned or controlled by people : LUCK ■ There is an ele¬ 
ment of chance [=luck] to winning a card game. ■ Which 
cards you’re given is simply a matter of chance. • We planned 
for everything and left nothing to chance. [=we prepared for 
everything possible] • That’s not the kind of thing you want 
to leave to chance. [=that’s not the kind of thing you don’t 
want to plan or prepare for] If something happens by 
chance, people have not planned it or tried to make it hap¬ 
pen. ■ By (pure/sheer) chance, I saw him again at the grocery 
store. ■ We found the house entirely by chance, -v- The phrase 
as chance would have it is used to say that something hap¬ 
pened because of good or bad luck. ■ Our car broke down on 
the road, but as chance would have it [=as it turned out], there 
was a garage nearby. *■> A game of chance is a game (such as 
a dice game) in which luck rather than skill decides who 
wins. ■ Games of chance are illegal in some states. 
chance would be a fine thing Brit, informal — used to say 

that something good or desirable is not likely to happen ■ 
This candidate promises to solve all the country’s financial 
problems in six months. Chance would be a fine thing ! [=if 
only that were possible] 

on the olf chance — used to talk about something that 
might happen or be true but that is not likely ■ I called his 
office on the off chance that he would still be there [=1 
called because I thought there was a slight chance that he 
would still be there], but he had already left. 
stand a chance : to have a possibility of succeeding ■ The 
team stands a chance of doing well this year. ■ I think she 
stands a good chance of winning the election. — often 
used in negative statements ■ He doesn’t stand a chance 
against the champion. ■ She stands no chance of winning. 
[=she has no chance of winning] 
take a chance : to do something that could have either 
good or bad results ■ She’s trying to find a publisher who 
will take a chance on her book. [=will publish her book 
without knowing for certain that it will succeed] ■ It might 
not work, but it’s a chance we’ll have to take. ■ I’m not will¬ 
ing to take that chance. ■ He said he couldn't afford to take 
any chances. • He’s not afraid to take chances. [=to do 
things that are risky or dangerous] ■ She was taking no 
chances. = She wasn’t taking any chances. • "You might 
not succeed." "I know, but I’ll take my chances anyway." 
2 chance verb chances; chanced; chanc-ing 

1 (+ obj] : to accept the danger of (doing something): risk ■ 
We knew that the trip was dangerous, but we decided to 
chance it. [=we decided to go on the trip] ■ He couldn’t 
chance playing with a broken toe. 

2 [no obj] formal — used to describe something that happens 
because of luck or chance: followed by to + verb ■ It chanced 
[=(more commonly) happened] to rain that day. ■ We 
chanced to arrive at the same time. ■ a conversation that 
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chanced to take place outside my apartment 
chance upon also chance on [phrasal verb] chance upon/ 
on (someone or something) formal : to find (something) or 
meet (someone) by chance ■ She chanced upon an original 
copy of the book in her grandfather’s attic. ■ We chanced 
upon a good restaurant. 

chance your arm Brit, informal : to take a chance : to do 
something that could have bad results ■ The newspaper 
chanced its arm by printing the story. 

3 chance adj, always used before a noun : happening without 
being planned or controlled by people : happening by 
chance ■ It was a chance encounter/meeting between the two 
men. ■ a chance event/occurrence/discoveiy 
chan-cel /'tfsensal, Brit 'tfainsal/ noun, pi -cels [count] : the 
part of a church that contains the altar and seats for the 
priest and choir 

chan-cel-lery or chan-cel-lory /'tfzensalari, Brit 
'tfamsalari/ noun, pi -ler-ies or -lor-ies [count] 

1 : the department of a chancellor or the building where a 
chancellor’s office is located ■ The prime minister will speak 
at the State Chancellery this afternoon. 

2 : the people who work in the department of a chancellor ■ 
greeted by members of the chancellery 

chan-cel-lor /'tfsensala*, Brit 'tfa.nsaW noun, pi -lors 
[count] 

1 : the highest government official in Germany and Austria ■ 
Germany’s Chancellor Helmut Kohl 

2 a : the head of some U.S. universities ■ the new chancellor 
of the university b : the head of a British university who 
represents the school but who does not have many responsi¬ 
bilities 

3 Brit : chancellor of the exchequer 

4 : a judge in some U.S. courts 

Chancellor of the Exchequer noun, pi Chancellors 
of the Exchequer [count] : an official in the British gov¬ 
ernment who is in charge of taxes and the money that the 
government spends 

chanc-er /'tfsens^, Brit 'tfa:nsa/ noun, pi -ers [count] Brit, 
informal + disapproving : someone who takes chances and 
often does improper things to get an advantage over other 
people 

chan-cery /'tfcensari, Brit 'tfcr.nsari/ noun [singular] 

1 : a government office where public documents are kept 

2 a : a type of court in the U.S. b Chancery : a part of the 
High Court in England and Wales 

3 : the office of a group of people who represent their coun¬ 
try in a foreign country : the office of an embassy 

chancy /'tfsensi, Brit 'tfainsi/ adj chanc-i-er; -est [also 
more most ~] informal : possibly having a bad result: in¬ 
volving chance or risk : risky ■ Building your own home is a 
chancy business. ■ Opening a new restaurant can be chancy. 
chan-de-lier /Jcenda'lte/ noun, pi -liers [count] : a large, 
decorated light that hangs from a ceiling and has branches 
for holding many light bulbs or candles ■ the dining room 
chandelier — see picture at lighting 
1 change /'tfeincfe/ verb chang-es; changed; chang-ing 

1 a [no obf] : to become different ■ Her mood changes every 
hour. ■ He’s changed in appearance. = His appearance has 
changed. ■ The leaves change (in color) from green to red in 
the fall. ■ The cars were stopped, waiting for the light/lights 
to change (from red to green). ■ My, how you’ve changed). ■ 
He changed from an optimist to/into a pessimist. ■ The town 
has changed little in recent years. ■ the changing times ■ the 
ever-changing ^constantly changing] fashions of teenagers 
b [+ obf] : to make (someone or something) different ■ These 
events have changed me in my attitude to/toward life. ■ He’s 
changed his appearance with a new haircut. = His new hair¬ 
cut has changed his appearance. ■ You can’t change human 
nature. ■ Life changed him from an optimist into a pessimist. 
■ The leaves change color from green to red in the fall. — 
sometimes + up in informal U.S. English ■ She changed up 
her daily routine. ■ We need to change things up a little. C 
[no obf] : to become something else — usually + to or into ■ 
Winter changed to/into spring. ■ The magician made the rope 
change into a ribbon and then change back into a rope. 

2 a : to replace one thing or person with another [+ obf] She 
changed her name when she got married. ■ We’ll have a bet¬ 
ter view if we change our seats for better ones. [=if we move 
to better seats] ■ Could you change my appointment (from 
Monday) to Friday? ■ change a record/CD ■ France has 
changed its monetary unit from the franc to the euro. ■ She’s 
thinking about changing jobs/dentists. [=about leaving her 


current job/dentist and going to a new one] ■ change the 
channel on the TV ■ change a (flat) tire [^replace a flat tire 
with one that is not flat] ■ Let’s change the subject. [=let’s 
talk about a different subject] ■ I’ve changed my opinion/ 
views on that subject. [=my opinion on that subject is differ¬ 
ent now from what it was before] ■ The police did not believe 
her because she had changed her story. [=she said something 
different from what she had said before] [no obf] While 
watching TV, he would constantly change from one channel 
to another. ■ France has changed from the franc to the euro. 

■ The U.S. has been slow to change to the metric system, b 
: to move from one position, place, etc., to another [+ obf] 
Mary changed [-exchanged, switched] places/seats with John. 
= John and Mary changed places/seats (with each other). ■ 
He may be rich and famous but I wouldn’t change places 
with him for anything in the world. ■ He was opposed to the 
project at first, but then he changed sides and voted in favor 
of it. [no obf] Neither of them liked his seat so they changed 
with each other. 

3 [+ obf] a : to exchange one kind of money for another 
kind ■ change money from dollars into pounds = change dol¬ 
lars into/for pounds b : to exchange a larger bill for an 
equal amount in smaller bills or coins ■ I need to change 
[-break] a $10 bill: can you give me a five and five ones? 

4 a : to put on different clothes [no obf] Let me change out 
of this suit into something more comfortable. ■ Do they still 
change (to more formal clothes) for dinner? ■ I’ll need a few 
minutes to change before we go out. [+ obf] I’ll need a few 
minutes to change my clothes before we go out. b [+ obf] 

: to put clean clothes on (a baby) 1 change a baby = change a 
baby’s diaper [=remove a baby’s dirty diaper and replace it 
with a clean one] c [+ obf] : to put a fresh covering on (a 
bed) • change a bed = change the sheets on a bed [=remove 
dirty sheets from a bed and replace them with clean ones] 

5 : to move from one plane, train, etc., to another in order to 
continue a journey [+ obf] We’ll have to change planes in 
Chicago. [=we’ll have to get on another plane in Chicago] 
[no obf] On the bus trip he had to change twice. 

change around or Brit change round [phrasal verb] change 
(something) around/round or change around/round (some¬ 
thing) : to change the order or positions of the parts of 
(something) ■ When I got back everything in my office had 
been changed around. • The schedule has been changed 
around a little. 

change down [phrasal verb] Brit: to change to a lower gear 
in a motor vehicle : downshift ■ Change down to go up¬ 
hill. 

change gear/gears see 'gear 

change hands : to go from one owner to another ■ The 
property has changed hands many times in recent decades. 
[=the property has been sold many times] ■ The restaurant 
recently changed hands. [=the restaurant was recently 
bought by a new owner] 
change horses in midstream see 'horse 
change over [phrasal verb] change over or change (some¬ 
thing) over or change over (something) : to go from one 
system, method, etc., to another or to change (one system, 
method, etc.) to another ■ It will take a week to change over 
from the old computer network to the new one. ■ It will 
take a week to change the old computer network over to 
the new one. — see also changeover 
change someone’s/your mind see 'mind 
change up [phrasal verb] Brit: to change to a higher gear in 
a motor vehicle : upshift ■ Change up on the highway. 
— see also 'change lb (above) 
change your tune see ‘tune 
change your ways see 'way 

— chang-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a CD changer ■ a money 
changer 

2 chanqe noun, pi changes 

1 : the act, process, or result of changing: such as a : the 
act of becoming different or of causing someone or some¬ 
thing to become different [noncount] There has been little if 
any change in her daily routine. ■ You shouldn’t be afraid of 
change. Change is a natural part of life. ■ The terms of this 
contract are subject to change without notice. [=the terms 
can be changed at any time] [count] The years have brought 
many changes to the town’s economy. ■ We need to make 
some changes in/to the system. • Many voters believe that it’s 
time for a change. • We’ve had to make a slight change in the 
schedule. ■ There has been a change in/to our plans. = 
There’s been a change of plan. [=we have changed our plans] 

■ a change for the better [=an improvement] ■ a change for 
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the worse — see also sea change b [count] : the act of re¬ 
placing one thing with another • a change of address/name ■ 
changes of mood/attitude/tone • I enjoy the change of sea¬ 
sons every year. [=1 enjoy seeing the seasons change from 
winter to spring, etc.] ■ The car needs an oil change, [=needs 
to have the old, dirty oil removed and replaced with clean 
oil] C [count] : the act of moving from one plane, train, etc., 
to another in order to continue a journey • If you take this 
flight you’ll need to make a change (of planes) in Chicago. 
[=you’ll need to change planes in Chicago] 

2 [singular] : something that is different from what is usual 
or expected ■ We’ve been so busy that a quiet day at home 
was a welcome change. ■ We eat at home a lot, so dining out 
sometimes is/makes a nice change. • 0 chiefly Brit ) So you’ve 
done the cooking for once in your life! Well, that makes a 
change ! • I’ve been stuck here in the city for months. I could 
really use a change of scene/scenery. = ( chiefly Brit ) I could 
really use a change of air. [=1 would like to go somewhere 
else for a time] — see also for a change (below) 

3 [noncount] a : smaller bills or coins that are given for a 
larger bill ■ Have you got change for a $10 bill? b : the mon¬ 
ey returned when a payment is more than the amount need¬ 
ed • It cost $9 and I gave you $10, so I should be getting $1 in 
change. ■ “It costs $9.” ’’Here’s $10. You can keep the 
change." • ( US) Can you make change for a twenty? |=can 
you give me change if I pay with a $20 bill?] C : money in 
the form of coins ■ I’ve got a $10 bill and about $3 in change. 
[ =coins] ■ a pocketful of loose change • The beggar asked us 
if we had any spare change. [=a small amount of money that 
we did not need] —see also change purse, small 
change d US, informal : money — used in the phrase 
chunk of change • She inherited a large/hefty/nice chunk of 
change [=a large amount of money] from her aunt. 

4 [count] : a clean set of clothes that someone can wear if 
they are needed ■ For a weekend in the country you’ll need 
several changes of clothes. • The only extra clothes he took 
with him were a pair of socks and a change of underwear. 

5 [count] baseball, informal : changeup ■ The batter struck 
out on a straight change. 

6 the change informal + old-fashioned : change of life ■ 
women who are going through the change 

and change US, informal : and a very small additional 
amount ■ There’s only six minutes and change left in the 
game. f=there’s only a little more than six minutes left in 
the game] 

for a change : as something different from what is usual ■ 
Let’s eat out for a change. ■ Why don't you help me outjfor 
a change instead of me always helping you?! 
ring the changes see 3 ring 
change-able /'tfemcfeabal/ adj [more most —] 

1 : able to change or to be changed ■ The terms of this con¬ 
tract are easily changeable. 

2 : changing often or suddenly ■ changeable weather ■ 
changeable and unreliable people 

- change-abil-i-ty /.tfemcfca'bilati/ also change-able- 
ness /’tfemcfeabslnss/ noun [noncount] • the changeability’ 
of the weather 

Change-leSS /■tfemcfelas/ adj : never changing : always 
staying the same ■ the changeless [= unchanging ] rhythms of 
nature • changeless [= constant ] values 

- change-less-ly adv - change-less-ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

Change-ling /'tfemcfelnj/ noun, pi -lings [count] in stories 
: a baby that is secretly left to replace another baby 
Change Of heart noun [singular] : an important change in 
the way a person feels or thinks about something ■ He had 
planned to retire but he had a sudden change of heart and de¬ 
cided to continue working, 
change of life noun 

the change of life somewhat old-fashioned : menopause • 
women approaching or going through the change of life 
change of pace noun, pi changes of pace [count] 

1 : a new activity or situation that comes after another activ¬ 
ity or situation which has lasted for long time — usually sin¬ 
gular • He took a few days off work to give himself a wel¬ 
come and much-needed change of pace. 

2 baseball : changeup — usually singular ■ The batter 
struck out on a change of pace. 

Change-over / , tfemcfe,ouv3'/ noun, pi -overs [count] : a 
change from one condition, system, method, etc., to another 
■ Were there any problems during the changeover from the 
franc to the euro? — see also change over at 1 change 


change purse noun, pi ~ purses [count] US : a very 
small bag for carrying coins 

Change- up /'tfemcfcjAp/ noun, pi -ups [count] baseball : a 
slow pitch that is thrown with the same motion as a fastball 
in order to fool the batter • The batter struck out on a 
changeup. 

Changing room noun, pi ~ rooms [count] : a room 
where people can change their clothes in a public place 
(such as a store); especially, Brit : locker room 
Changing table noun, pi ~ tables [count] : a table used 
for changing a baby's clothes or diapers 
1 Chamnel /‘tfasnl/ noun, pi -nels [count] 

1 i a television or radio station • The TV program airs at 8:00 
p.m. on Channel 5. • Change the channel, please. ■ What is 
your favorite radio channel ■ a movie/news/sports channel 

2 a : a system used for sending something (such as informa¬ 
tion or supplies) from one place or person to another ■ 
E-mail is a channel of communication. — often plural ■ To 
make a complaint, you will need to go through (the) official/ 
proper channels. ■ the ordinary channels of trade ■ the army’s 
distribution/supply channels b : a way of expressing your 
ideas, feelings, etc., to other people ■ Art provides a channel 
for creativity. ■ Music became a channel for her emotions. 

3 : a path, tube, or long narrow place where water flows ■ A 
system of irrigation channels brings water to the fields. 

4 : a deep part of a river, harbor, or other body of water 
where ships can go ■ a narrow channel of the Mississippi Riv¬ 
er 

5 : a narrow area of the sea between two large areas of land 
that are close together ■ We took a ferryboat across the En¬ 
glish Channel to France. 

2 channel verb -nels; US -neled or Brit -nelled; US -nel- 

ing or Brit -net-ling [+ obf] 

1 : to express (your ideas, thoughts, feelings, energy, etc.) 
through a particular behavior or action ■ She’s started chan¬ 
neling her anger towards me. — often + into • His aggression 
was channeled into playing football. ■ Actors learn how to 
channel their own emotions into their characters. 

2 : to send (food, money, etc.) to someone or something ■ He 
channeled millions of dollars into/to the program. — often + 
through • Food, clothes, and money were channeled through 
churches to the poor people of the village. 

3 : to carry and move (something, such as water) in or 
through a tube, passage, etc. ■ Their irrigation system chan¬ 
nels water to the com fields. 

4 : to allow (the spirit of a dead person) to enter your body 
in order to talk with living people • She said that she was 
channeling my father and that he had a message for me. 

Channel surfing noun [noncount] : the activity of using a 
remote control to change television stations quickly as you 
look for something to watch — called also channel-hopping 
1 chant /'tf;ent, Brit 'tfa-.nt/ verb chants; chant-ed; chant¬ 
ing 

1 : to say (a word or phrase) many times in a rhythmic way 
usually loudly and with other people [+ obj] The crowd be¬ 
gan chanting her name. ■ They chanted “Sara, Sara” until she 
came back on stage, [no obj] Protesters were chanting out¬ 
side the governor’s home. 

2 : to sing words and especially religious prayers by using a 
small number of musical notes that are repeated many times 
[no obj ] They were chanting in Arabic/Latin/Hebrew/San¬ 
skrit. [+ obj] Priests chanted the Catholic Mass in Latin. 

2 chant noun, pi chants 

1 [count] : a word or phrase that is repeated in a rhythmic 
way usually loudly and by a group of people ■ Our chant was 
“Peace now, peace now!" 

2 : a kind of singing using a small number of musical notes 
that are repeated many times [count] a religious chant 
[noncount] Chant is often used as a form of meditation and 
prayer. — see also Gregorian chant 

chan-tey or chan-ty /Maenti/ noun, pi chan-teys or 
chan-ties [count] US : shanty 2 
Chanukah variant spelling of hanukkah 
cha-OS /'keiia:s/ noun [noncount] 

1 : complete confusion and disorder : a state in which be¬ 
havior and events are not controlled by anything ■ The loss 
of electricity caused chaos throughout the city. ■ When the 
police arrived, the street was in total/complete/absolute cha¬ 
os. ■ The country had descended into economic chaos. 

2 : the state of the universe before there was any order and 
before stars and planets were formed 

cha-Ot-ic /kei'aitik/ adj [more most ~] : in a state of 
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complete confusion or disorder ■ a chaotic political race ■ Af¬ 
ter he became famous, his life became even more chaotic. 

— cha*ot*i*cal*ly /kei'a:tikli/ adv 

Chap /'tfaep/ noun, pi chaps [count] chiefly Brit, informal + 
somewhat old-fashioned : a man ■ He’s a friendly sort of 
chap. [= fellow, guy] • Don’t worry old chap. It’ll be all right. 

— see also chaps 
Chap, abbr chapter 

chap-ar-ral /Jseps'rael/ noun [noncount] US : an area of dry 
land especially in southern California that is covered with 
bushes and short trees 
Chap*el /'tfsepsl/ noun, pi -els 

1 [count] : a small church • a country chapel • a wedding 
chapel in Las Vegas 

2 [count] : a room or small building that is used for private 
church services or prayer by a family or group ■ school/hos¬ 
pital/prison chapels ■ the family’s private chapel 

3 [count] : a room or area in a church that is used for prayer 
or small religious services ■ Church services will be held in 
the chapel this week. 

4 [noncount] : Christian religious services held in a chapel ■ 
At our school, we always went to chapel twice a day. 

Chap-er-one also chap*er*on /'j£ep3,roun/ noun, pi 
-ones also -ons [count] 

1 US : someone (such as a teacher or parent) who goes with 
children on a trip or to a school dance to make sure that the 
children behave properly ■ I was a chaperone on one of my 
son’s school trips. 

2 : a person in the past who went with a young unmarried 
woman to social events in order to make sure that the wom¬ 
an behaved properly 

2 chaperone also chaperon verb -ones or -ons; -oned; 
-on*ing [+ obj] : to be a chaperone to or for (someone or 
something) ■ Two parents chaperoned the children. ■ My 
mom always chaperoned the school dances, 
chap-lain /'tfseptan/ noun, pi -lains [count] : a priest or oth¬ 
er Christian religious leader who performs religious services 
for a military group (such as the army) or for a prison, hospi¬ 
tal, etc. 

Chap-Iain-Cy /'tfseptansi/ noun, pi -cies [count] 

1 : the position or work of a chaplain ■ He accepted the 
chaplaincy. 

2 : the place where a chaplain works 

Chapped /'tfaept/ adj [more most ~] of the skin or lips 
: red, dry, and cracked usually because of cold air or wind ■ 
chapped lips/skin 

Chaps /'Jseps, 'tfseps/ noun [plural] : leather coverings for 
the legs that cowboys and cowgirls wear over their pants 
when they ride horses ■ a pair of chaps 
Chap-ter /'tfsepta 1 / noun, pi -ters [count] 

1 : one of the main sections of a book ■ Chapter three deals 
with the country’s economy. ■ Please read the first two chap¬ 
ters of your textbook for our next class. 

2 : a period of time that is very different from the period of 
time before it ■ Becoming a parent opened up a whole new 
chapter in my life. ■ a difficult chapter in European history 

3 : the people in a certain area who make up one section of a 
large organization ■ local/regional chapters [=branches] of 
the American Red Cross 

a chapter of accidents Brit, informal : a series of bad or un¬ 
fortunate events 

chapter and verse : exact information or details about 
something ■ He can give chapter and verse about/on the 
dangers of smoking. 

’char /'tfaa-/ verb chars; charred; char-ring : to bum or 

cook (something) until it is black [+ obj] Thousands of trees 
were charred in the fire. ■ Dad charred the hamburgers on 
the grill, [no obj] The hamburgers charred on the grill. 

— see also charred — compare 2 char 

2 Char verb chars; charred; charring [no obj] Brit, old- 
fashioned : to work as a cleaner especially in a large house or 
building — compare ‘char 

3 char noun, pi chars [count] Brit, old-fashioned : charwom¬ 
an 

char-ac-ter /'kerikta 1 / noun, pi -ters 
1 [count] : the way someone thinks, feels, and behaves 
: someone’s personality — usually singular ■ He rarely shows 
his true character —that of a kind and sensitive person. ■ This 
is a side of her character that few people have seen. ■ the dif¬ 
ferent aspects/facets of her character — often used before 
another noun ■ Certain character traits are helpful in the 
teaching profession. ■ Pride, his one character flaw, caused 
his downfall. 


2 [count] : a set of qualities that are shared by many people 
in a group, country, etc. — usually singular ■ the character of 
the American people ■ the character of a nation • the French/ 
Japanese/Mexican national character 

3 a : a set of qualities that make a place or thing different 
from other places or things [count] the wine’s distinctive 
character • the unique character of the town/city/region 
[noncount] The building is very simple in character. If 
something is in character with something else, it has the 
same qualities or characteristics as something else. ■ This 
room is not really in character with the rest of the house, b 
[noncount] : the qualities or characteristics that make some¬ 
thing interesting or special ■ The room lacks character. 
[=there’s nothing special about the room] ■ Their house has a 
lot of character. 

4 [count] : a person who appears in a story, book, play, mov¬ 
ie, or television show ■ The film’s main characters are a wom¬ 
an in her late 30s and her elderly neighbor. ■ She plays the 
film’s lead/main/central character. ■ a fictional character [=a 
character in a work of fiction] ■ a popular cartoon character • 
the title character of the book Tom Sawyer [=the character 
named Tom Sawyer] — see also cast of characters at 2 cast 

5 [count] informal a : a particular type of person ■ He’s a 
strange/interesting character, b : a person who says or does 
funny or unusual things 1 That husband of yours is a real 
character ! ■ She’s quite a character. 

6 [noncount] a : the good qualities of a person that usually 
include moral or emotional strength, honesty, and fairness ■ 
She’s a kind and honest person of good character. • They be¬ 
lieve that going to church will improve the moral character 
of their children. ■ He is admired for his strength of charac¬ 
ter in stressful situations. ■ Playing sports is seen as a way to 
build character in young people. = Playing sports is seen as 
character-building for young people. 4- A test of (your) char¬ 
acter is something that is difficult and that requires you to 
show that you are a good and emotionally strong person. ■ 
These past few days have been a real test of my character, b 
: the usually good beliefs or opinions that most people have 
about a particular person ■ They defended the character 
[= reputation ] of their friend. ■ an attack on his character 

7 [count] : a symbol (such as a letter or number) that is used 
in writing or printing ■ the Chinese character for "water” ■ 
The line is 30 characters long. 

in character, out of character — used to say that some ac¬ 
tion or behavior is or is not like someone’s usual way of be¬ 
having ■ It was entirely in character for a generous person 
like her to give him the money. • His rudeness was com¬ 
pletely out of character. [=he is not usually rude] 
Character actor noun, pi ~ -tors [count]: an actor who is 
known for playing many different and unusual characters 
character assassination noun [noncount] : the act of 
saying false things about a person usually in order to make 
the public stop liking or trusting that person ■ None of those 
rumors are true. She’s been the victim of character assassina¬ 
tion. 

char-ac-ter-ful /'keriktafel/ ad) [more most ~] chiefly 
Brit: having interesting or unusual qualities : having charac¬ 
ter ■ a characterful old house 

1 char-ac-ter-is-tic /jkerikta'ristik/ adj [more most ~] 
: typical of a person, thing, or group : showing the special 
qualities or traits of a person, thing, or group ■ He responded 
to their comments with characteristic good humor. ■ the 
herb’s characteristic flavor — often + of ■ Such behavior is 
not characteristic of a good neighbor. 

— char*ac*ter*is*ti*caMy /^enkta'ristikli/ adv ■ She was 
characteristically modest when she accepted the reward. 

Characteristic noun, pi -tics [count] : a special quality or 
trait that makes a person, thing, or group different from oth¬ 
ers ■ physical/genetic characteristics — often + of • What are 
some of the characteristics of this breed of dog? ■ the distinc¬ 
tive/unique characteristics of the population 
Char-aC-ter-i-za-tion Akeriktars'zeijan, Brit .ksenkta- 
^'zeijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 somewhat formal : the act of describing the character or 
qualities of someone or something [count] The reporter was 
criticized for his characterization of the people of the town as 
poor and uneducated, [noncount] News reporting requires 
accurate characterization. 

2 : the way a writer makes a person in a story, book, play, 
movie, or television show seem like a real person [count] 
The class discussed the author’s characterization of the boy 
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as someone who wanted to be accepted by others, [non¬ 
count] The story has good characterization. 
char-ac-ter-ize also Brit char-ac-ter-lse /*kenkt3,raiz/ 
verb -lz-es; -ized; -fz*ing [+ obj] somewhat formal 

1 : to describe the character or special qualities of (someone 
or something) ■ How would you characterize the situation/ 
problem? ■ I would characterize this as a positive change for 
our company. ■ She had difficulty characterizing their rela¬ 
tionship. ■ His personality is hard to characterize. ■ The news¬ 
paper article characterizes [= portrays ] the people of the town 
as poor and uneducated. 

2 : to be a typical feature or quality of (someone or some¬ 
thing) ■ Humor and intelligence characterize [-mark, distin¬ 
guish] his writing. ■ Farms and large flat fields characterize 
most of the area. ■ the beliefs that characterized Europe in 
the 15th century — often used as (be) characterized ■ The dis¬ 
ease is characterized by a rise in blood pressure. 

char*ac-ter*less /'kenktatas/ adj [more most ~] : not 
having any interesting or unusual qualities : lacking charac¬ 
ter ■ rows of characterless houses ■ Their food is bland and 
characterless. 

cha-rade /JVreid, Brit JVrcr.d/ noun, pi -rades 

1 [count] : something that is done in order to pretend some¬ 
thing is true when it is not really true ■ Her concern was just 
a charade. [=she pretended to be concerned but she was not! 
■ We’ve grown tired of your charades. • an empty charade 

2 charades [plural] : a game in which players try to guess a 
word or phrase from the actions of another player who is not 
allowed to speak ■ Let’s play charades ! ■ a game of charades 

char-broil /’tfaa^brojal/ verb -broils; -broiled; -broll-fng 
[+ obf] US : to cook (something) on a rack above charcoal ■ [ 
am going to charbroil the chicken. 

- charbrolled adj ■ charbroiled steak/chicken/salmon 
char-coal /'tfaaikoul/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a hard black material that is made by burning wood with 
a small amount of air Charcoal is burned for cooking food 
and is also made into sticks that are used for drawing pic¬ 
tures. ■ hamburgers cooked over charcoal ■ a charcoal grill ■ 
charcoal drawings 

2 : a dark gray color — see color picture on page C2 
Chard /'tfaad/ noun [noncount] : a plant with large leaves 

that are eaten as a vegetable — called also Swiss chard; see 
color picture on page C4 

Char-don-nay /Jaadn'ei/ noun, pi -nays [count, non¬ 
count] : a type of dry white wine 
Charge /'tTaa-ds/ verb charg-es; charged; charg-Ing 

1 [+ obf] : to give an amount of electricity to (something) : to 
put electricity into a battery so that a machine or device will 
run ■ We tried to charge the car’s battery. ■ My cell phone 
needs to be charged. = The battery in my cell phone needs to 
be charged. 

2 [+ obj] formal : to give a job or responsibility to (a person 
or group) : to make (a person or group) responsible for 
something — usually used as (be) charged; usually + with ■ 
The board was charged with deciding where to build a new 
school. ■ the department charged with helping war veterans 

3 [+ obj] a : to formally accuse (someone) of a crime — 
usually + with ■ They charged him with theft. ■ She was 
charged with murder, b : to say that someone has done 
something wrong ■ The government charged that he had not 
paid taxes for five years. ■ It is not clear if he violated the 
rules, as his critics have charged. C : to say that a player has 
broken the rules in a game ■ The basketball player was 
charged with a foul. 

4a[+ obj] : to rush toward (a person, place, etc.) ■ The bull 
charged the matador. ■ Fans charged [=rushed] the stage but 
were stopped by the security guards, b [no obj] : to rush in 
a particular direction - People charged toward the stage. • 
She came charging into the room. ■ The bull charged right at 
me. ■ a charging rhinoceros 

5 [+ obj] : to create a record of an amount of money that is 
owed ■ The clerk charged the purchase to my account. • The 
expenses were charged against the company’s earnings. 

6 a : to ask for money in return for providing or doing 
something [no obj] Do you charge for fixing flat tires? [+ 
obj] They charge a fee for late payment. ■ charge tuition b [+ 
obj]: to ask for (a specific amount of money) as a price, rate, 
or fee ■ The shop charged $100 for repairs. ■ The bank 
charged eight percent interest on the loan, c [+ obj] : to ask 
for payment from (a customer, client, etc.) ■ They charged 
me $500 to fix the engine. ■ She charged the city thousands of 
dollars for her work. 


2 Charge noun, pi charges 

1 [count] a : an amount of electricity ■ an electrical charge 
b : the amount of an explosive material (such as dynamite) 
that is used in a single blast ■ He set off a charge that de¬ 
stroyed the mountain. — compare depth charge 

2 [noncount] : the responsibility of managing or watching 
over something ■ He has charge of the building. ■ He wanted 
to take charge [=take control] of the organization. 

3 [count] : an amount of money that someone asks for in re¬ 
turn for providing or doing something : the price charged 
for something ■ There is no charge for fixing the tire. • a de¬ 
livery charge for the refrigerator ■ a monthly charge • an ad¬ 
mission charge at the fair ■ The concert at the school is free 
of charge. [=costs nothing to attend] • A second member of 
your family can join at no charge. [=without paying] 
synonyms see ’price 

4 [count] a law : a formal accusation that someone com¬ 
mitted a crime ■ a charge of burglary ■ They dropped the 
charges against him. ■ She pleaded guilty to a lesser charge. ■ 
He decided not to bring/press charges. [=to formally accuse 
someone of a crime] • Will she face charges’ ? [=will she be 
charged?] b : a statement that criticizes someone or says 
that someone has done something wrong : an accusation or 
criticism ■ The senator rejects charges that he is too liberal. ■ 
She responded to the charges of plagiarism. 

5 [count] formal : a person (such as a child) that another per¬ 
son must guard or take care of ■ She loved to play with her 
young charges at the day-care center. 

6 [count] : a judge’s instructions to a jury before it begins de¬ 
ciding a verdict ■ The judge delivered his charge to the jury. 

7 [count] : an act of running or rushing forward especially in 
order to make an attack ■ a cavalry charge ■ Tennyson’s 
poem “The Charge of the Light Brigade" 

8 [singular] US, informal : a feeling of joy or excitement ■ 
The children got a charge out of [=were amused by] the jug¬ 
gler. ■ He gets a charge out of teasing his sister. 

in charge : having control of or responsibility for something 
■ She is in charge of hiring new employees. ■ I am not sure 
who is in chatge at the restaurant. 
reverse the charges see ’reverse 
charge-able /’tfcuxfcabai/ adj 

1 : able to be charged ■ The business lunch was chargeable to 
the company. ■ chargeable interest 

2 : able to be treated as a crime ■ an act chargeable under 
federal law ■ a chargeable offense 

Charge account noun, pi ~~ -counts [count] US : an ar¬ 
rangement in which a bank, store, etc., allows a customer to 
buy things with a credit card and pay for them later — called 
also (Brit) credit account 

charge card noun, pi ~ cards [count ]; credit card 
charged /'tfa<*fed/ adj 

1 technical : having an amount of electricity • a charged par¬ 
ticle 

2 [more most ~] : showing or causing strong feelings ■ 
The singer gave an emotionally charged interview. ■ a politi¬ 
cally charged subject — often + up ■ The crowd was all 
charged up [=was very excited] during the game. 

char-ae d’af-faires /Jaasseida'fea 1 / noun, pi char-g£s 
d’af-falres /Ja^seida'feay [count] 

1 : a person who takes the place of an ambassador when the 
ambassador is away 

2 : a person with a lower rank than an ambassador who 
works as a diplomat in countries where no ambassador is as¬ 
signed 

charge nurse noun, pi ~ nurses [count] : a nurse who is 
in charge of one section of a hospital 
charg-er /'tf noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a device that is used to add electricity to batteries 

2 literary : a horse that a knight or soldier rides in battle 
charge sheet noun, pi ~~ sheets [count] Brit : rap sheet 

■ The suspect already has a long charge sheet. 

Char-j-Ot /'tl'erijat/ noun, pi -ots [count] : a carriage with 
two wheels that was pulled by horses and was raced and used 
in battle in ancient times ■ a chariot race 
char-i-o-teer /^'erija'tia 1 / noun, pi -teers [count] : a driver 
of a chariot 

cha-rls-ma /ka'nzma/ noun [noncount] : a special charm or 
appeal that causes people to feel attracted and excited by 
someone (such as a politican) ■ The candidate was lacking in 
charisma. ■ His success is largely due to his charisma. 
char-is-maMc /ikeraz'mEetik/ adj 
1 [more most ~] : having great charm or appeal : filled 
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with charisma ■ He is a charismatic leader. 

2 — used to describe Christian religious groups whose mem¬ 
bers believe that they can communicate directly with God to 
receive help and guidance and the power to heal others ■ 
charismatic sects 
char*i»ta-ble /'tferatabal/ adj 

1 : done or designed to help people who are poor, sick, etc. ■ 
She makes a charitable donation/contribution every year. • 
He performs charitable work to help the poor. ■ charitable 
organizations • They give money to charitable causes. 

2 [more most ~] : showing kindness in talking about or 
judging other people : not very critical ■ She has tried to be 
charitable about her sister’s problems. • They tried to find a 
charitable explanation for his actions. [=an explanation that 
assumes that there was a good reason for his actions] ■ Half 
of the class has a chance at passing the test, and that is a 
charitable estimate. 

— char-i-ta*bly /'tferatabli/ adv • His paintings could chari¬ 
tably be described as unique. [=they are unique even 
though they are not very good] ■ To put it charitably, she is 
not the most talented actress I’ve ever seen. [=she is not a 
talented actress] 

char«i»tv /'tferati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : the act of giving money, food, or other kinds 
of help to people who are poor, sick, etc. ■ The holidays are a 
time for charity and good will.; also : something (such as 
money or food) that is given to people who are poor, sick, 
etc. • She refused to accept charity. The phrase charity be¬ 
gins at home means you should take care of yourself and 
your family before helping others. 

2 a [count] : an organization that helps people who are poor, 
sick, etc. ■ The dinner was held to raise funds for several 
charities. • She runs a local charity that gives books to chil¬ 
dren. b [noncount] : the organizations that help people in 
need ■ All the money will go to charity. — often used before 
another noun ■ a charity concert/dinner/event [=a concert/ 
dinner/event held to raise money for a charity] 

Charity shop noun, pi ~ shops [count] Brit : a store that 
sells used clothes, goods, etc., in order to raise money for 
people who are poor, sick, etc. — compare thrift shop 
char*la*tan /'Jaatatan/ noun, pi -tans [count] : a person 
who falsely pretends to know or be something in order to de¬ 
ceive people ■ Some people thought he was a great leader, 
but others saw him as just a charlatan. [=fa/ce, fraud] 
Charleston /'tfaalstan/ noun 
the Charleston : a lively dance that became popular in the 
1920s 

chartey horse /'tfaaii-/ noun, pi ~ horses [count] US : a 
painful cramp in the front of the thigh 
1 charm /'tfaain/ noun, pi charms 

1 [count] : something that is believed to have magic powers 
and especially to prevent bad luck • He keeps a horseshoe as 
a good luck charm. 

2 [count] : a small object that is worn on a chain or bracelet • 
a gold charm • a charm bracelet — see color picture on page 
Cll 

3 : a quality that causes someone or something to be very 
likeable : an attractive quality [count] He fell under the 
spell of her charms. ■ The resort has many charms. ■ The inn 
has a quaint charm, [noncount] The island possesses great 
charm. • The new curtains add charm to the room. • The sea¬ 
side location is a big part of the house’s chatm. ■ He won her 
over with his charm. 

the third time Is the charm see ’third 
work like a charm : to produce a desired result very easily 
and effectively : to work very well ■ The cleaning fluid 
worked like a charm on the carpet stain. 

— charmless adj [more most ~] ■ The new building is 
completely charmless. [= unattractive] 

2 charm verb charms; charmed; charm-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to put a spell on (someone or something) ■ The snake was 
charmed by the music. 

2 a : to cause (someone) to like you or to do what you want 
by being nice, friendly, etc. ■ He was known for his ability to 
chatm voters. ■ She chatmed [=captivated] everyone with her 
warm smile. ■ He charmed the committee into approving his 
proposal, b ; to attract (someone) by being beautiful or 
welcoming • I was charmed by the cozy country inn. 

— charnver noun, pi -ers [count] ■ Your little girl is a real 
charmer. [=she is swwet, cute, etc.] ■ a snake charmer 

Charmed /'tfazwnd/ adj [more most ~]: very lucky : hav¬ 
ing good luck ■ She has always lived/led a charmed life. 


charmed circle noun, pi ~ circles [count] : a group of 
people who are special or powerful in some way ■ a famous 
writer and her charmed circle in Paris 
Charm*ing /'tfaa-mir)/ adj [more most —] : very pleasing 
or appealing : full of charm • a charming little cafd by the sea 
■ a charming young man 

- charm*ing*!y adv ■ a charmingly decorated room 
Charred /tfaad/ adj : made black from burning ■ The re¬ 
mains of the house were charred. • charred wood — see also 

CHAR 

1 chart /'tfaa*/ noun, pi charts [count] 

1 a : information in the form of a table, diagram, etc. ■ a 
chart showing the number of cars sold each month — see 
also bar chart, flow chart, pie chart b : a record of 
information about a medical patient ■ The doctor consulted 
the patient’s chart. — see picture at hospital 

2 : a map of an area (such as the sky or ocean) used by pi¬ 
lots, sailors, etc. 

3 : a list that shows which music recordings have sold the 
most during a recent period of time ■ a chart-topper [=a re¬ 
cording that is bought more than any other recording during 
a particular time] — usually plural; usually used with the • 
The record went to the top of the charts. • the country music 
charts 

2 chart verb charts; chart-ed; chart-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make a chart of (an area) ■ They charted the bay.; also 
: to mark (something) on a chart ■ They charted the course 
of the ship. 

2 : to make a plan for (something) ■ She wanted to chart her 
own career path. ■ He will try to chart a new course for the 
company. 

3 ; to note the changes, progress, etc., in (something) ■ a 
book that charts [=chronicles ] the rise and fall of the Roman 
Empire ■ analysts charting trends in the stock market 

1 char*ter /'tfaaW noun, pi -ters [count] 

1 : a document issued by a government that gives rights to a 
person or group ■ The charter allows for unrestricted trading. 

2 a : a document which declares that a city, town, school, or 
corporation has been established * the town charter • a cor¬ 
porate charter b : a document that describes the basic laws, 
principles, etc., of a group ■ the United Nations Charter 

2 charter verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing [+ obj\ 

1 : to give a charter to (a government, corporation, etc.) • a 
royally chartered bank ■ The city was chartered in 1837. 

2 : to hire (a ship, bus, etc.) for temporary use • The team 
chartered a plane. ■ charter a flight 

3 charter adj, always used before a noun : hired for temporary 
use ■ a charter flight ■ a charter plane 
Chartered adj, always used before a noun, Brit : allowed to 
work in a certain job because you have passed a test or qual¬ 
ified in some other way ■ a chartered engineer 
chartered accountant noun, pi ~ -tants [count] Brit 

I CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

charter member noun, pi ~ -bers [count] US : found¬ 
ing MEMBER 

Charter school noun, pi ~ schools [count] US : a school 
that is established by a charter, is run by teachers, parents, 
etc., and uses tax money but does not have to be run accord¬ 
ing to the rules of a city or state 
char*WOm*an /'tfaffiwuman/ noun, pi -wom-en /-.wiman/ 
[count] old-fashioned ; a woman who cleans houses or office 
buildings 

chary /'tferi/ adj char*l*er; -est : cautious about doing 
something — + about or of ■ She is chary about spending 
money. ■ He is chary of expressing his emotions. 

1 chase /'tfeis/ noun, pi chas*es 

1 [count] : the act of following and trying to catch a person, 
animal, etc. • Police caught the bank robbers after a high¬ 
speed chase on the highway. • a car chase 

2 [singular] : an eager attempt to get something ■ Though she 
has repeatedly failed to capture the world record, she refuses 
to give up the chase. [=she keeps trying] - He was always try¬ 
ing to find a new girlfriend and seemed to enjoy the thrill of 
the chase. — see also wild goose chase 

3 [count] chiefly Brit: steeplechase 

cut to the chase : to go directly to the important points of a 
story, argument, etc., ■ She urged him to skip the details 
and cut to the chase. [=get to the point] 
give chase : to chase someone or something ■ The officer 
saw the thief and gave chase. — often + to • Police gave 
chase to the suspect as he fled the scene. 

2 chase verb chases; chased; chas*ing 
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1 : to follow and try to catch (someone or something) [+ 
obj] The cops chased the thief. ■ a child chasing a balloon 
[no obj\ — + after ■ My dog chases after butterflies. 

2 a : to try very hard to get (someone or something) [+ obj\ 
a journalist who is chasing a big story [no obj] — + after • 
He’s been chasing after the world record all season, b : to 
try to attract (someone) for a romantic or sexual relationship 
[+ obj] He was always chasing women half his age. [no obj] 

— + after ■ He was always chasing after women half his age. 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj] : to 
cause (someone or something) to go away ■ She chased a dog 
off the lawn. ■ He chased the kids away from his new car. ■ 
She chased the cats out of her garden. ■ Our last mayor was 
chased from office by political enemies. ■ Her reassuring let¬ 
ter helped to chase away my fears. 

chase down [phrasal verb\ chase (someone or something) 
down or chase down (someone or something) 1 : to fol¬ 
low and catch (someone or something) • Police chased 
down the robber in an alley. 2 : to search for and find 
(someone or something) ■ I finally chased down [= tracked 
down, found , (Brit) chased up] that recipe I promised you. 
chase up [phrasal verb] Brit 1 chase (something) up or 
chase up (something) : to search for and find (someone or 
something) ■ Can you chase up those files for me? 2 chase 
(someone) up or chase up (someone) : to contact or find 
(someone) usually in order to get something "His landlord 
had to chase him up for his rent. 
chas*er /'tfeis &/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a different alcoholic 
drink that is drunk immediately after you have drunk a 
stronger or weaker one ■ He ordered whiskey with a beer 
chaser. ■ beer with a whiskey chaser 
Chasm /'kzezam/ noun, pi chasms [count] 

1 : a deep hole or opening in the surface of the earth 

: GORGE 

2 : a major division, separation, or difference between two 
people, groups, etc. ■ Leaders tried to bridge a chasm [=split, 
divide] between the two religious groups. ■ a racial/cultural/ 
economic chasm 

Chas-Sis /'tfsesi, 'Jaesi/ noun, pi chas-sis /'tfaesiz, \f£esiz/ 
[count] : a frame upon which the main parts of an automo¬ 
bile are built 

Chaste /'tfeist/ adi chast-er; -est [also more most ~~\ 

1 old-fashioned : not having sex ■ a chaste young woman 

2 : morally pure or decent : not sinful ■ a chaste kiss on the 
cheek 

3 : simple or plain ■ a chaste design 

— chaste-ly adj ■ a chastely dressed girl 

chas-ten /'tfeiso/ verb -tens; -tened; -tending [+ obj] : to 
cause (someone) to feel sad or embarrassed about something 
that has happened — usually used as (be) chastened ■ He was 
chastened [=humbled] by his team’s defeat. 

— chastening adj [more most ~] • Having her proposal 
criticized was a chastening [^humbling] experience. 

Chas-tise /tfse'staiz/ verb -tis-es; -tised; -tis-ing [+ obj] 
formal : to criticize (someone) harshly for doing something 
wrong ■ The waiter was chastised for forgetting the custom¬ 
er’s order. ■ The coach is always chastising the players for mi¬ 
nor mistakes. 

— chas-tise-ment /tfse'staizmant/ noun [noncount] 
Chas*ti*ty /'tfsestati/ noun [noncount] : the state of not hav¬ 
ing sex with anyone : the quality or state of being chaste ■ 
The priest took a vow of chastity. [=made a promise never to 
have sex] 

n chat /'tfset/ verb chats; chat-ted; chat-ting [no obj] 

1 : to talk with someone in a casual way ■ We chatted about 
our plans for the summer. • called him up to chat 

2 : to talk over the Internet by sending messages back and 
forth in a chat room ■ She stayed up all night chatting with 
her friends online. 

chat up [phrasal verb] chat (someone) up or chat up (some¬ 
one) informal : to talk informally with (someone, such as 
someone you are attracted to) ■ He tried to chat up a girl at 
the dance. 

2 Chat noun, pi chats 

1 [count] : a light and friendly conversation ■ We enjoyed a 
chat over coffee. 

2 : a talk held over the Internet by people using a chat room 
[count] live chats [noncount] software used for e-mail and 
chat — often used before another noun ■ chat sessions ■ chat 
software — see also chat room 

cha-teau /Jze'tou, Brit 'Jsetao/ noun, pi cha-teaus or cha¬ 


teaux /Jce'tooz, Brit 'Jsetauz/ [count] : a castle or a large 
house especially in France 

Chat line noun, pi ~ lines [count] Brit: a telephone service 
that people call in order to speak with other people about a 
certain topic 

Chat room noun, pi ~ rooms [count] : a Web site or com¬ 
puter program that allows people to send messages to each 
other instantly over the Internet 
chat show noun, pi ~ shows [count] Brit: talk show 
ChaMel /'tfeetj/ noun, pi -tels old-fashioned : something 
(such as a slave, piece of furniture, tool, etc.) that a person 
owns other than land or buildings [count] personal chattels 
[noncount] slaves treated as chattel 
1 chat-ter /'tfajta/ verb -ters; -tered, -terming [no obj] 

1 : to talk in a quick or casual way ■ Children chattered in 
the middle of the playground. ■ He was chattering [-jabber¬ 
ing] away on a cell phone. 

2 : to make clicking sounds by knocking together rapidly ■ 
My teeth were chattering from the cold. 

3 : to make fast and usually high-pitched sounds ■ Birds 
chattered in the trees. 

2 chatter noun [noncount] 

1 : casual talk that is usually not important or interesting ■ 
He couldn’t stand their endless chatter [-prattle] about celeb¬ 
rities and movies. ■ the chatter of schoolchildren 

2 : a series of fast usually high-pitched sounds ■ heard the 
chatter of squirrels 

chat'ter-box /'tfaite,ba:ks/ noun, pi -box-es [count] infor¬ 
mal : a person who talks a lot ■ That little girl is a chatterbox. 

chattering classes noun 

the chattering classes Brit, disapproving : educated people 
who like to talk about politics, culture, society, etc. 
chat'ty /*tf£eti/ adj chat-tl-er; -est 

1 : tending to talk a lot : fond of chatting ■ a chatty neighbor 

■ I’m feeling chatty today. 

2 : having an informal style that is similar to friendly speech 

■ a chatty book about his life in politics ■ She writes with a 
chatty [=casual] style. 

— chat-ti*ly /'tfsetali/ adv [more most ~] ■ She remarked 
chattily about the weather. — chat-ti-ness noun [non- 
count] ■ He was known for his chattiness. 

1 chauf*feur /'Joufas Jou'fa 1 / noun, pi -feurs [count] : a per¬ 
son whose job is to drive people around in a car 

— chauffeured adj ■ We rented a chauffeured limousine. [=a 
limousine driven by a chauffeur] 

2 chauffeur verb -feurs; -feured; -feur-ing 

1 : to drive (someone) around in a car as a job : to work as a 
chauffeur [no obj] He chauffeurs for a millionaire. [+ obj] 
He chauffeurs a millionaire. 

2 [+ obj] : to drive (someone) in a car to a certain place ■ She 
was chauffeured to the airport. ■ He chauffeured his client to 
the hotel. ■ They have to chauffeur [=drive] their children to 
soccer games every week. 

chau-vin-ism/'Jouva.nizam/ noun [noncount]disapproving 

1 : an attitude that the members of your own sex are always 
better than those of the opposite sex ■ male chauvinism [=a 
belief that men are superior to women] 

2 : the belief that your country, race, etc., is better than any 
other ■ American chauvinism 

chau-virMSt /\fouvamst/ or chau-vin-is-tic 

/Jouvg'mstik/ adj [more most ~] disapproving : believing 
that your country, sex, etc., is better than any other : show¬ 
ing or filled with chauvinism ■ She called him a chauvinist 
pig. ■ chauvinist attitudes 

— chauvinist noun, pi -ists [count] ■ a male chauvinist 
Chaw /'tfa:/ noun, pi chaws US, informal : a piece or 

amount of chewing tobacco [count] enjoyed a chaw of to¬ 
bacco [noncount] a lump of chaw 
1 cheap /Mfiip/ adj cheap-er; -est 

1 a : not costing a lot of money ■ I always buy the cheapest 
brand of cereal. ■ a place where you can get a cheap [^inex¬ 
pensive] meal ■ Rent isn’t cheap here. ■ cheap imported goods 

— see also dirt cheap b : of low quality : not worth a lot 
of money ■ curtains made of cheap material ■ He wears a 
cheap watch that’s always breaking. ■ cheap perfume 

2 : charging low prices ■ This gas station is cheaper than the 
one by the highway. ■ We ate at a cheap [= inexpensive] res¬ 
taurant. 

3 : not willing to share or spend money ■ He was too cheap 
[=tfrt>igy] to pay for the dinner. ■ Don’t be cheap —buy good 
quality tires for your car. — often + with ■ My uncle is cheap 
with his money. 
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4 : not hard to do or get ■ It was a cheap [=easy] victory over 
a lousy team. ■ He likes to harass the neighbor’s dog as a 
cheap thrill. [=a minor thing done for entertainment] 

5 : having little or no self-respect : ashamed of being used, 
abused, etc., by other people ■ He felt cheap letting other 
people treat him like that. 

on the cheap informal : at the lowest possible cost : in a 
cheap way ■ The movie was made on the cheap. ■ They built 
the house on the cheap. 

— cheap- ly adx [more most ~] ■ It is not easy to live 
cheaply in this city. ■ The radio was cheaply made and 
didn’t last long. — cheap-ness noun [noncount ] • The 
cheapness of the stock made it an appealing buy. ■ My 
mother-in-law’s cheapness [=stinginess] can be annoying. 

2 Cheap adx : at a low cost ■ They were able to build a house 
cheap. [=cheaply] • The film was made cheap. : for a low 
price ■ The house sold cheap. 

come cheap : to be available at a low price — usually used 
in negative statements ■ His services don’t come cheap. 
[=his services are not cheap; his services are expensive] ■ 
These materials don’t come cheap. 

Cheap*en /'tfiipan/ xerb -ens; -ened; -en-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to cause (something) to be of lower quality ■ Using plastic 
instead of steel will cheapen [=lower] the quality of the car. ■ 
products cheapened by sloppy workmanship 

2 : to cause (something) to have or to seem to have less val¬ 
ue, meaning, or importance ■ Using the national flag in ad¬ 
vertising only cheapens it. ■ Poor marketing can cheapen a 
brand name. ■ I thought that the show cheapened the lives of 
the people it portrayed. ■ The wedding ceremony was cheap¬ 
ened by the best man’s tasteless jokes. 

Cheap*ie /'tfi:pi/ noun, pi -ies [count] informal : something 
that is cheap and usually of low quality ■ Her first camera 
was a cheapie. 

— cheapie ad/ ■ The camera was a cheapie model. 

Cheapo /'tSv.pou/ adj [more most ~] informal : ‘cheap ■ a 

cheapo radio ■ a cheapo horror film 
Cheap Shot noun, pi ~ shots [count] disapproxing 

1 sports : an unfair hit made against an opponent ■ He took a 
cheap shot at the quarterback. ■ a cheap shot to the back of 
the head 

2 : something that one person says about another that is not 
kind or fair : a critical and unfair comment ■ The remark 
about his weight was a cheap shot. 

Cheap*Skate /'tfi:p,skeit/ noun, pi -skates [count] infor¬ 
mal : a person who does not like to spend money ■ He is a 
cheapskate [-miser, skinflint] who almost never gives tips. 

1 cheat /'tfirt/ xerb cheats; cheat-ed; cheating 

1 [no obj] : to break a rule or law usually to gain an advan¬ 
tage at something • The players were accused of cheating. ■ I 
had to cheat in order to solve the puzzle. — often + on or at ■ 
She was caught cheating on a test. ■ They cheated on their 
taxes. ■ He cheats at cards. 

2 [+ obj ] a : to take something from (someone) by lying or 
breaking a rule • The store cheats its customers through false 
advertising. — usually + out of ■ He cheated [=tric/ced, swin¬ 
dled] the elderly couple out of their property. ■ I was cheated 
out of 20 dollars, b : to prevent (someone) from having 
something that he or she deserves or was expecting to get ■ 
They cheated him out of a fair deal. — usually used in the 
phrase feel cheated • Tourists felt cheated when they arrived 
and found out the cathedral was closed. 

3 [+ obj] : to avoid (something bad, dangerous, etc.) by being 
clever or lucky ■ a heroin addict who has cheated death 
many times ■ They tried to cheat fate. [=they took a risk and 
hoped be lucky] 

cheat on [phrasal xerb] cheat on (someone) informal : to 
break a promise made to (someone, such as your wife or 
husband) by having sex with someone else ■ He cheated on 
his wife/girlfriend. 

— cheat-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

2 cheat noun, pi cheats [count] : a person who cheats ■ He’s a 
liar and a cheat. [=cheater] ■ tax cheats 
1 check /'tfck /xerb checks; checked; checking 

1 : to look at (something) carefully to find mistakes, prob¬ 
lems, etc., or to make sure there is nothing wrong with it [+ 
obj] Make sure to check your spelling. ■ She checked her 
makeup in the mirror. ■ We should check the equipment to 
make sure that it’s working properly. ■ I checked the tires for 
wear. [=to see if they are worn down/out] ■ The guards 
checked my passport, [no obj] — + for ■ Be careful to check 
for any mistakes. • The border guards checked in my luggage 


for contraband. — see also cross-check, double-check, 
SPOT-CHECK 

2 a : to get information by looking at something, asking 
about something, etc. [+ obj] He checked his watch and saw 
that it was almost noon. ■ I’ll just check the map to see where 
we are. ■ I’ll check the newspaper to see when the movie 
starts, [no obj] We were out of milk last time I checked. 
[= looked] ■ “Do you have these shoes in a larger size?” “I 
don’t know. Let me check." [=ta/ce a look] ■ I think the door is 
locked, but I’ll have to check (to be sure). — often followed 
by to + verb ■ Did you check to see where the movie was play¬ 
ing? ■ I checked to make sure the door was locked, b : to 
look at or in (a place) in order to find or get something or 
someone (+ obj] If you’re looking for a spoon, check the top 
drawer. ■ I checked his office but he wasn’t there, [no obj] If 
you’re looking for the umbrella, check in the closet. C [+ 
obj] : to find out if you have any (mail, messages, etc.) ■ Did 
you check the mail yet today? ■ She checked [=listened to] her 
phone messages when she got home. * He logged on and 
checked [-read] his e-mail. 

3 : to talk with someone in order to get approval, informa¬ 
tion, etc., about something [no obj] I’ll have to check with 
the manager before I can let you in. ■ Check with your doctor 
to find out which drugs are safe. [+ obj] I’m not sure when 
you should arrive. I’ll have to check that with my wife. 

4 [+ obj a : to slow or stop (something or someone) from 
doing something ■ She started to speak but then checked 
[=stopped] herself. ■ The batter checked his swing. [=the bat¬ 
ter started to swing and then stopped] b hockey : to stop or 
hit (an opponent) in order to steal the ball or puck, defend 
the goal, etc. ■ He was checked by the defender. 

5 [+ obj] US a : to leave (something you own) with a worker 
at a restaurant, hotel, etc., who keeps it in a special area or 
room (called a checkroom) while you are there ■ I checked 
my hat and coat in the restaurant’s checkroom, b : to give 
(your bags, suitcases, etc.) to a worker so that they can be 
loaded onto a plane or train ■ We checked our bags before 
boarding. C : to take (someone’s bags, suitcases, etc.) to 
load them onto a plane or train ■ The airline checked our 
bags before we boarded. — see also check in 3 (below) 

6 1+ obj] US : to mark (something) with a check (is*) to show 
that it has been done, approved, etc. ■ You should check 
[-(chiefly Brit) tick] each item on the list after you’ve com¬ 
pleted it. — often + off ■ You should check off [-(chiefly Brit) 
tick off] each item on the list after you’ve completed it. 

7 [no obj] US, informal : to be proven to be true, accurate, 
etc. — usually used in negative statements ■ Her story didn’t 
check. [=the evidence did not support her story] — see also 
check out 2 (below) 

check back [phrasal xerb] informal : to return to a place, 
person, etc., in order to try something again or to get addi¬ 
tional information ■ We are not hiring today, but check 
back next month. ■ I’ll check back with you [=talk to you 
again] in about a week. 

check in [phrasal xerb] 1 : to report to someone when you 
arrive at a place (such as an airport or convention) to let 
them know you are there • Passengers must check in one 
hour before the flight leaves. ■ Where do I have to check 
in ?; especially : to arrive at and be given a room in a hotel, 
motel, etc. ■ check in [-register] at a hotel ■ Guests cannot 
check in before 4:00 PM. — see also check-in 2 US, in¬ 
formal : to talk with someone in order to report or find out 
new information ■ I’m just checking in to see how things 
are going. — usually + with • I have to go to a meeting now, 
but I’ll check in with you later. 3 check (something) in or 
check in (something) : to leave or take bags, suitcases, etc., 
so that they can be loaded onto a plane or train ■ We 
checked our bags in at the station. ■ The airline checked in 
our luggage. 

check into [phrasal xerb] check into (something) 1 : to ar¬ 
rive at and be given a room in (a hotel, motel, etc.) ■ We 
checked into a hotel. 2 : to look for information about 
(something) : to find out the truth about (something) by 
getting information ■ The police are checking into ^check¬ 
ing on, checking up on] his activities. [=the police are inves¬ 
tigating his activities] ■ A problem like that should really be 
checked into carefully. 

check off on [phrasal xerb] check off on (something) US, in¬ 
formal : to give official approval for (something) ■ My boss 
will have to check off on [=authorize, approve] my decision. 
check on [phrasal xerb] check on (someone or something) 
1 : to look at or examine (someone or something) to see if 
there are any problems ■ The nurse checked on the patients 
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regularly. 2 : to look for information about (someone or 
something) : to find out the truth about (someone or 
something) by getting information ■ The police are check¬ 
ing on [= checking up on\ him. • I asked the waiter to check 
on [=find out what was happening with] my order. 
check out [phrasal verb ] 1 a : to leave and pay for your 
room at a hotel, motel, etc. ■ We checked out (of the hotel) 
early. — see also checkout b US, informal : to die ■ 
There are still a lot of things I want to accomplish in life 
before I finally check out. 2 US, informal a : to be prov¬ 
en to be accurate, true, etc. • I didn’t believe her at first, 
but her story checked out. • The description checked out 
when we compared it with the photograph. I=we saw that 
the description was accurate when we compared it with 
the photograph] b check out (something) or check 
(something) out : to find out if (something) is true ■ The 
police are still trying to check out [= investigate, confirm ] his 
alibi. 3 check out (something or someone) or check 
(something or someone) out a : to look at (something or 
someone) in order to find problems, mistakes, etc. ■ We 
carefully checked out the car for defects. • He had prob¬ 
lems with his computer and asked the technician to check 
it out. ■ He needs to get checked out by a doctor, b infor¬ 
mal : to look at (someone or something that is attractive 
or interesting) • When she walked into the room, all the 
guys were checking her out. ■ Just check out his new car! • 
We’re going to the mall to check out that new clothing 
store. — often used in the phrase check it out to direct 
someone’s attention to something ■ Check it out —they’ve 
got that new book in stock. 4 check out (something) or 
check (something) out a : to borrow (something) from a 
library ■ He checked out [-took out, borrowed] a book on 
farming, b US : to add up the cost of the goods that 
someone buys in a store (such as a supermarket) and ac¬ 
cept payment for them ■ She got a job checking out grocer¬ 
ies at the supermarket.; also : to pay for the goods that you 
buy in a store ■ There was a long line of people waiting to 
check out their groceries. ■ She was able to check out quick¬ 
ly using her debit card. — see also checkout 
check over [phrasal verb] check (something or someone) 
over or check over (something or someone) : to look at 
(something or someone) in a careful way to find problems, 
mistakes, etc. ■ checking the new cars over ■ The doctors 
checked him over for bruises. ■ Be sure to check over each 
item on the list for any mistakes. • She checked herself over 
[=she looked at herself carefully] in the mirror before go¬ 
ing to the party. 

check through [phrasal verb ] check through (something) 
: to look at the parts of (a group of things) ■ I checked 
through all his letters but found nothing useful. 
check up on [phrasal verb ] check up on (someone or some¬ 
thing) : to find or look for information about (someone or 
something) often in order to find out the truth • My par¬ 
ents are always checking up on me. ■ The police are check¬ 
ing up on his alibi. 

— checkable adj > an easily checkable fact 
2 check noun, pi checks 

1 [count] : the act or process of looking at or examining 
something to find out information or see if there is anything 
wrong with it ■ Please give the schedule a check to see if the 
times are correct. ■ I gave the ingredients list a quick check to 
see if the cereal contained any sugar. • She ran/did a quick 
check of the computer to make sure it was working properly. 
■ They did a sound check [=tested the sound equipment] be¬ 
fore the concert. • All government employees are subject to a 
security check. [=all government employees are investigated 
to see if they can be trusted] ■ You should keep a close check 
on your blood pressure. l=you should watch your blood 
pressure closely] ■ The police ran a check on the license plate 
and found out that the car had been stolen. 

2 [count] a : something that stops or limits another thing — 
usually + on m a system that acts/serves as a check on the gov¬ 
ernor’s power [=a system that limits the governor’s power] ■ 
The store hired a guard to put a check on shoplifting. l=to re¬ 
duce or stop shoplifting] • The government has lowered in¬ 
terest rates in an attempt to put a check on inflation. — see 
also checks and balances b hockey : an act of hitting or 
stopping a player in order to steal the ball or puck, defend a 
goal, etc. • He was penalized for an illegal check. ■ a hip check 
l=an act of hitting by bumping with the hips] 

3 US check or Brit cheque [count] : a piece of paper that is 
used to make a payment to someone using the money in a 
bank account ■ He made out the check to me and signed it. 


and I deposited it in my account. ■ Do you want to pay in 
cash, by check , or by credit card? • write/cash/draw a check 

— compare money order; see also blank check, trav¬ 
eler’s check 

4 [count] US : a bill for the food and drinks that are served in 
a restaurant • She asked the waiter for the check. 

5 a [count] US : a mark v* that is used to show that some¬ 
thing (such as an item on a list) has been noted, done, etc. — 
called also (US) check mark, (chiefly Brit) tick b informal — 
used in speech to say that something has been noted, done, 
etc. ■ "So you’ll be here at 6 o’clock on the dot.” “ Check .” 
l=yes, I will be here at 6 o’clock] • “Do you have the cam¬ 
era?” “ Check .” "The umbrella?” “ Check .” 

6 [count] US a : a room in a restaurant, theater, etc., where 
you can leave something that you do not want to carry or 
wear • He left his coat at the coaf check. [=checkroom, coat- 
room, (chiefly Brit) cloakroom] • a hat check ■ When she was 
younger she worked as a coat-check/hat-check girl. [=a 
woman whose job is to take and return the things that peo¬ 
ple leave in a checkroom] b : a ticket that is given to you 
when you leave something (such as a hat or a coat) that you 
will return for later ■ a baggage check —see also rain 
check 

7 [noncount] : a situation in the game of chess in which a 
player’s king can be captured on the opponent’s next turn 
and must be protected or moved ■ He moved his bishop and 
said, “ Check !” to show that my king was in check. 

— compare checkmate 
cut a check see ‘cut 

in check : under control — used with keep or hold ■ He’s 
trying to hold his emotions in check. (=he is trying to con¬ 
trol his emotions] ■ The government has lowered interest 
rates in an attempt to keep inflation in check. 

- compare ’check 

3 Check noun, pi checks [count] : a pattern of squares in dif¬ 
ferent colors ■ a fabric with a blue and yellow check — often 
used before another noun ■ a check [= checked\ checkered] 
fabric ■ a tablecloth with a check [= checked, checkered] pat¬ 
tern — compare 2 check 

checkbook (US) or Brit cheque-book /Mfek,buk/ noun, 
pi -books [count] : a book containing checks for use with a 
checking account 

checked adi : having a pattern made up of squares of dif¬ 
ferent colors ■ a checked shirt ■ a checked [= checkered] pat- 
tem/fabric/tablecloth — see color picture on page Cl2 
1 check«er /'tfeka 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 US : a person in a store whose job is to add up the cost of 
customers’ purchases and take payment for them • a gro¬ 
cery/supermarket checker 

2 : someone or something that looks at things to find errors 
or problems ■ She is a careful checker of details. ■ a tact 
checker [=a person whose job is to make sure that the facts 
in a book, magazine, etc., are correct] ■ The word processing 
software includes a grammar checker. [=a feature that finds 
grammatical errors] — see also spell-checker 

- compare ^CHECKER 

2 checker noun, pi -ers [count] US : any one of the round 
pieces that are used in the game of checkers — called also 
(Brit) draught — compare 'checker 
check*er*board /'tfeka^boad/ noun, pi -boards [count] 
US 

1 : a board that is marked with squares of two different col¬ 
ors (such as white and black) and that is used in various 
games (such as checkers) — called also (Brit) draughtboard 

2 : something that has a pattern or arrangement of squares 
that looks like a checkerboard ■ The fields formed a checker¬ 
board of light and dark squares. ■ a checkerboard pattern 

checkered (chiefly US) or Brit che-quered /'tfeka-d/ adj 

1 : having a pattern made up of squares of different colors ■ 
a checkered [= checked] pattem/fabric/tablecloth 

2 a : including good parts and bad parts • He has had a 
checkered career with many ups and downs, b [more 
most ~] : including many problems or failures • The senator 
has a checkered past. [=he has done bad things or been in 
trouble in the past] ■ When it comes to labor relations, the 
company has a somewhat checkered history. [=the company 
has sometimes had problems with labor relations] 

check-ers /'tfekasz/ noun [noncount] US : a game played on 
a board (called a checkerboard) by two players who each 
have 12 round pieces called checkers — called also (Brit) 
draughts’, see also Chinese checkers 
check—in /"tick,in/ noun, pi -ins 
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1 [ noncount ] : the act or process of reporting that you have 
arrived at a hotel, an airport, etc. : the act or process of 
checking in ■ Check-in was delayed.; also : the time when 
people are allowed to check in ■ When is check-ini = When is 
check-in time? 

2 [count] : the place where people go when they arrive at a 
hotel, airport, etc. ■ When we got to the airport there was a 
long line at the check-in. — often used before another noun ■ 
the check-in desk/counter — see also check in at ‘check 

checking account noun, pi - -counts [count] us : a 
bank account from which you can take money by writing 
checks — called also (Brit) current account 
check-list /‘tick,list/ noun, pi -lists [count] 

1 : a list of things to be checked or done ■ Before takeoff the 
pilot went down/through his checklist of safety precautions. ■ 

1 still have one thing left to do on my checklist. 

2 : a list that includes many or all things of a certain kind ■ a 
checklist of bird species 

check mark noun, pi ~ marks [count] US : 2 check 5a 
check-mate /*tJek,meit/ noun, pi -mates : a situation in 
chess in which a player loses the game because that player’s 
king is in a position from which it cannot escape [noncount] 
a brilliant move that resulted in checkmate [count] The chal¬ 
lenger can force a checkmate with his next move. 

— compare 2 check 7, stalemate 2 

- check-mate verb -mates; -mat-ed; -mat-ing [+ obj] ■ 
The challenger checkmated the champion and won the 
tournament. ■ His king was checkmated. 

Check-OUt /'tJ ek,aut/ noun, pi -outs 

1 a : the action or an instance of leaving your room in a ho¬ 
tel, motel, etc., after you are finished staying there [non¬ 
count] She paid for the room at checkout, [count] an early 
checkout — often used before another noun ■ the checkout 
desk b [noncount] : the time by which you must leave your 
room when you have finished staying in a hotel, motel, etc. ■ 
When is checkout ? = When is checkout time? ■ Checkout is at 
11:00. — see also check out la at 'check 

2 [count] : the place or area where goods are paid for in a 
store (such as a supermarket) ■ There was a long line at the 
checkout. — often used before another noun ■ the checkout 
counter — see also check out 4b at ‘check 

Check-point /'tfek,point/ noun, pi -points [count] : a place 
where people, cars, etc., are searched by someone (such as a 
police officer) before being allowed to continue ■ Our car 
was stopped at a police checkpoint before we were permitted 
to cross the border. ■ a military/security checkpoint 
check-room /'t(Ek,ru:m/ noun, pi -rooms [count] US : a 
room in a restaurant, theater, etc., where you can leave 
something that you do not want to carry or wear while you 
are there ■ I got my bag out of the checkroom when the per¬ 
formance ended. — called also (< chiefly Brit ) cloakroom, (US) 
coalroom\ compare 2 check 6 

Checks and balances noun [plural] : a system in which 
the different parts of an organization (such as a government) 
have powers that affect and control the other parts so that 
no part can become too powerful 
Check-Up /'tfek^p/ noun, pi -ups [count] : an examination 
of a person made by a doctor to make sure the person is 
healthy ■ She goes for a checkup every year. ■ The doctor/ 
dentist gave me a checkupalso : an instance of looking at 
the parts of a machine to make sure it is working properly ■ 
She brought in her car for a 30,000-mile checkup. 
ched-dar /'tfeda 1 / noun, often Cheddar [noncount] : a type 
of hard yellow, white, or orange cheese that is smooth 
cheek /‘tfi:k/ noun, pi cheeks 

1 [count] : the part of the face that is below the eye and to 
the side of the nose and mouth ■ rosy/chubby cheek's • He 
kissed her on the cheek. ■ They were sitting/dancing/posing 
cheek to cheek. [=with their cheeks touching] — see picture 
at face; see also tongue in cheek 

2 Brit : an attitude or way of behaving that is rude and does 
not show proper respect [noncount] He had the cheek 
[-nerve] to complain that our gift was cheap, [singular] He’s 
got a cheek ignoring us like that. 

3 [count] informal : one of the two parts of the body that a 
person sits on : buttocks 

cheek by Jowl : very close together ■ We sat cheek by jowl 
[=side by side] with the city’s elite. ■ cheap knickknacks dis¬ 
played cheek by jowl with fine antiques 
turn the other cheek : to choose not to try to hurt or insult 
someone who has hurt or insulted you 
Cheek-bone /'tfi:k,boun/ noun, pi -bones [count] : a bone 


of the face that is located below the eye ■ He suffered a bro¬ 
ken cheekbone. • She has high cheekbones , like her father. 
Cheeky /'tfiiki/ adj cheek-i-er; -est chiefly Brit, informal 
: rude and showing a lack of respect often in a way that 
seems playful or amusing ■ cheeky humor ■ a cheeky grin 
-cheek-i-ly /'tfkkali/ adv - cheek-i-ness /'tfkkinas/ 
noun [noncount] 

Cheep /'tfi:p/ verb cheeps; cheeped; cheep-ing [no obj] 
of a bird : to make a quick high sound ■ chicks cheeping for 
food 

— cheep noun, pi cheeps [count] ■ the cheeps of newly 
hatched chicks 

1 cheer /'tfia*/ noun, pi cheers 

1 [count] : a shout of praise or encouragement ■ The audi¬ 
ence let out a cheer. ■ Loud cheers were coming from the 
bleachers. ■ The star was greeted with cheers. • Three cheers 
for our team! [=hooray for our team] 

2 [noncount] somewhat formal : a happy feeling or attitude ■ 
faces full of cheer • Let’s spread a little holiday cheer. • Be of 
good cheer. [=be happy] 

3 [count] : a special song or chant that is performed to en¬ 
courage a team during a game in sports like American foot¬ 
ball and basketball • The cheerleaders did/led a cheer for the 
home team. — see also bronx cheer 

2 cheer verb cheers; cheered; cheer-ing 

1 a : to shout with joy, approval, or enthusiasm [no obj] 
The crowd cheered as he crossed the finish line. ■ We were 
cheering for you all the way! [+ obj] The crowd cheered him 
as he crossed the finish line. ■ Their fans cheered them to vic¬ 
tory. b [+ obj] : to express enthusiastic approval of or sup¬ 
port for (something) ■ Supporters cheered the court’s deci¬ 
sion. 

2 [+ obj] : to cause (someone) to feel happier or more hope¬ 
ful ■ Investors were cheered by good economic news. 
cheer on [phrasal verb] cheer (someone) on or cheer on 

(someone) : to encourage (someone) with shouts or cheers 
■ Their fans cheered them on from the sidelines. 
cheer up [phrasal verb] 1 cheer up or cheer (someone) up 
or cheer up (someone) : to become happier or to make 
(someone) happier ■ They cheered up at the mention of her 
name. ■ Cheer up —things will get better! ■ We tried our 
best to cheer her up. 2 cheer (something) up or cheer up 
(something) : to make (something) more cheerful or pleas¬ 
ant ■ Bright colors really cheer up a room. 

Cheer-fill /'tfiafal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 a : feeling or showing happiness ■ a cheerful face/person ■ 
She has a cheerful outlook on life. ■ He seems a little more 
cheerful today, b : feeling or showing that you are willing 
to do something without complaining ■ cheerful obedience 

2 a : causing good feelings or happiness ■ cheerful words/ 
news b : bright and pleasant to look at ■ cheerful colors ■ a 
sunny cheerful room 

— cheer-ful-ly adv ■ He cheerfully admitted that he was 
wrong. ■ She greeted us cheerfully. — cheer-ful-ness 
noun [noncount] 

Cheer-IO /.tfiri'ou/ interj, Brit, informal + somewhat old- 
fashioned : ‘goodbye 

cheer-lead-er /'tfia^liiday noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who is a member of a group (typically a group 
of young women) who shout out special songs or chants to 
encourage the team and entertain the crowd during a game 
in sports like American football and basketball 

2 : a person who encourages other people to do or support 
something ■ a politician who is a cheerleader for the govern¬ 
ment’s new economic plan 

— cheer-lead-ing noun [noncount] • She participates in 
both soccer and cheerleading at school. — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ cheerleading tryouts/practice • a cheer¬ 
leading team/squad 

Cheer-less /‘tfia-las/ adj [more most —] : not causing 
happiness or warm feelings : bleak or gloomy ■ a cheerless 
day/place ■ The room was surprisingly bare and cheerless. 
cheers /'tfi^z/ interj 

1 — used as a toast to wish everyone happiness ■ Drink up. 
everybody. Cheersl 

2 Brit a — used as an informal way to say “thank you" b 

— used as an informal way to say “goodbye” 

Cheery /'tfiri/ adj cheer-i-er; -est : having or causing hap¬ 
py feelings : cheerful ■ cheety words/colors 

— cheer-i-ly /'tfirali/ adv — cheer-i-ness /'tfirinas/ noun 
[noncount] 

cheese /'tl'i:z/ noun, pi chees-es : a yellow or white solid 
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food that is made from milk [noncount] a piece of cheese ■ 
Sprinkle the casserole with cheese. • grated/melted cheese 
[count] imported cheeses ■ a mild cheese — often used before 
another noun ■ cheese sandwiches/omelets ■ a cheese 
[= cheesy ] sauce/spread 

say cheese '❖■If you say the word "cheese” in an exaggerat¬ 
ed way, you look like you are smiling, so someone who is 
taking your photograph and wants you to smile will tell 
you to say cheese. 

— see also big cheese 

cheese-burg-er / , tfi:z l ba > ga i / noun, pi -ers [count] : a ham¬ 
burger with a piece of cheese on top of the meat 
cheesecake /'tfi:z,keik/ noun, pi -cakes 

1 [count, noncount] : a cake with a sweet filling usually made 
of cheese, eggs, and sugar 

2 [noncount] informal : pictures of attractive young women 
who are wearing little clothing ■ advertisers who rely on 
cheesecake to sell products — often used before another 
noun ■ cheesecake photos/posters/calendars — compare 

BEEFCAKE 

cheesecloth /'tfi:z,kla:0/ noun [noncount] : a very thin 
cotton cloth that is used especially in preparing food 
Cheesed off /,tfi:zd'a:f/ adj [more most ~] Brit, informal 
: angry or annoyed ■ feeling a bit cheesed off 
cheese-steak /'tfi:z,steik/ noun, pi -steaks [count] US : a 
sandwich made with thin slices of beef and melted cheese 
cheesy /'ifi:zi/ adj chees-i-er; -est 

1 a : resembling cheese; especially : looking or smelling like 
cheese • a cheesy texture/odor b : containing cheese ■ a 
cheesy sauce 

2 informal : of poor quality : lacking style or good taste ■ a 
cheesy [=cheap, shabby] motel ■ a cheesy movie ■ cheesy 
[=comy] pop songs 

Chee-tah /*tfi:t3/ noun, pi -tahs [count] : a large wild cat 
that lives in Asia and Africa and that can run very fast — see 
picture at cat 

Chef /'Jef/ noun, pi chefs [count] 

1 : a professional cook who usually is in charge of a kitchen 
in a restaurant ■ The hotel's chef trained at the finest culinary 
institutes in Europe. ■ He’s the head chef at a five-star restau¬ 
rant. ■ a celebrity chef with her own TV show 

2 : a person who prepares food for people to eat : cook ■ 
My friend is an excellent chef 

1 chem-i-cal /'kemikal/ adj 

1 : of or relating to chemistry ■ a chemical analysis ■ chemi¬ 
cal elements/bonds ■ They studied the compound’s chemical 
structure/composition/properties. ■ a chemical laboratory 

2 : working by means of chemicals • chemical pesticides/ 
weapons/agents — see also chemical warfare 

— chem-i-cal-ly /'kemikli/ adv • The wood is chemically 
treated. ■ drugs that are chemically related 

2 chemical noun, pi -cals [count] : a substance (such as an el¬ 
ement or compound) that is made by a chemical process ■ 
toxic/hazardous/industrial chemicals 
Chemical engineering noun [noncount] : a type of engi¬ 
neering that deals with the use of chemistry in industry 

— chemical engineer noun, pi ~ -neers [count] 
chemical reaction noun, pi ~~ -tions [count]: reaction 

5a 

Chemical warfare noun [noncount] : the use of chemical 
substances (such as poisonous gases) as weapons in a war 
Che-mise /JVmiiz/ noun, pi -mis-es [count] 

1 : a piece of clothing that looks like a light, loose dress and 
that is worn by women as underwear or in bed 

2 : a loose dress that hangs straight 
Chem-ist /'kemist/ noun, pi -ists [count] 

1 : a person who studies or does research in the science of 
chemistry 

2 Brit : pharmacist 

Chem-is-try /'kemastri/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a science that deals with the structure and properties of 
substances and with the changes that they go through ■ a 
professor of chemistry — see also inorganic chemistry, 
ORGANIC CHEMISTRY 

2 : the structure and properties of a substance : the way a 
substance changes and reacts with other substances ■ study¬ 
ing the chemistry of gasoline/iron ■ blood/body chemistry 

3 a : a strong attraction between people ■ They tried dating, 
but there was no chemistry between them, b : the way the 
people in a group work together and feel about each other ■ 
the chemistry of the office ■ The team lacks chemistry. 


Chemistry set noun, pi ^ sets [count] : a set of equipment 
that a child can use to learn about chemistry by doing simple 
experiments 

che-mo-ther-a-py /,ki:mou'0er3pi/ noun [noncount] med¬ 
ical : the use of chemicals to treat or control a disease (such 
as cancer) ■ She underwent (a course of) chemotherapy. 
che-nille /Ja'ni:!/ noun [j noncount] : a thick, soft cloth ■ a 
chenille bedspread 
cheque Brit spelling of 2 CHECK 3 
cheque-book Brit spelling of checkbook 
Cheque card noun, pi ~~ cards [count] Brit : a card that 
you show when you pay for something with a cheque to 
prove that the bank will pay the amount of the cheque 
che-quered Brit spelling of checkered 
Cher-ish /'tfenj/ verb -ish-es; -ished; -ish-ing [+ obf] 

1 : to feel or show great love for (someone or something) • 
She cherishes her friends/family. ■ a book cherished by many 
synonyms see appreciate 

2 : to remember or hold (an idea, belief, etc.) in a deeply felt 
way ■ I will always cherish that memory. 

- cherished adj [more most —] • a cherished friend ■ my 
most cherished and deeply held beliefs 

Cher-O-kee /'tferaki/ noun, pi -kee or -kees [count] : a 
member of a Native American people originally from Ten¬ 
nessee and North Carolina 
Cher-ry /'tferi/ noun, pi -ries 

1 a [count] : a small round fruit that is usually red or black 

- see color picture on page C5 b [count] : a tree on which 
this fruit grows — called also cherry tree C [ noncount ] : the 
wood of a cherry tree ■ The kitchen cabinets are made of 
cherry. — called also cherry wood 

2 [noncount] : a bright red color — called also cherry red\ see 
color picture on page C3 

- cherry adj ■ cherry juice/pie ■ a cherry table [=a table 
made of cherry wood] • cherry [~red\ lips 

Cherry bomb noun, pi ~~ bombs [count] US : a round fire¬ 
cracker that makes a loud noise when it explodes 
Cher-ry—pick /'tferi,pik/ verb -picks; -picked; -pick-ing 
: to pick or accept the best people or things in a group [+ 
obj] Hollywood’s biggest stars can cherry-pick the best 
projects and directors, [no obj] elite colleges that can cherry- 
pick from the best students available 
Cherry tomato noun, pi ~~ -toes [count] : a very small red 
or orange tomato or a plant that produces such tomatoes 
Cher-ub /'tferab/ noun [count] 

1 pi cherubs or cherubim : a type of angel that is usually 
shown in art as a beautiful young child with small wings and 
a round face and body 

2 pi cherubs : someone (such as a child) who is thought of 
as being like a small angel ■ My little cherub ! — sometimes 
used in combination ■ a cherub-faced toddler 

- che-ru-bic /tfa'ruibik/ adj ■ a child with a cherubic face 
Cher-vil /'tfawal/ noun [noncount] : an herb that is often used 

in cooking and salads 

Chess /'tfcs/ noun [noncount] : a game for two players in 
which each player moves 16 pieces across a board and tries 
to place the opponent’s king in a position from which it can¬ 
not escape ■ We played (a game of) chess. — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ a chess player/champion ■ a chess 
match/toumament 

Chess-board /'tfes^oa'd/ noun, pi -boards [count] : a 
board used in chess that has 64 squares in two colors 
Chess-man /'tfcs,m£en/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] : any 
of the playing pieces used in chess : a chess piece 
Chest /'tfest/ noun, pi chests [count] 

1 a container (such as a box or case) for holding things or 
moving them from place to place ■ a linen chest • a tool chest 
■ a treasure chest ■ a medicine chest [=a cabinet on a bath¬ 
room wall that is used for storing medicine and small items] 

- see also chest of drawers, hope chest, war chest 

2 : the front part of the body between the neck and the 
stomach ■ He has a broad chest. ■ The pain is in my upper 
chest. — often used before another noun ■ the chest cavity ■ a 
chest X-ray ■ She’s been complaining of chest pains. — see 
picture at human 

close to your chest see 2 close 

get (something) off your chest : to tell someone about 
something that has been making you upset or unhappy ■ 
You've been a little cold to me lately. Is there something 
you’d like to get off your chest'l 
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— chest-ed /'tfestad/ adj — used in combination ■ flat- 
chested ■ bare-chested 

1 chestnut /*tfcs,nAt/ noun, pi -nuts 

1 a [count] : a type of tree that produces large, sweet nuts 
that can be eaten — called also chestnut tree b [count] : the 
nut of a chestnut tree ■ roasted chestnuts — see picture at 
nut C [noncount] : the wood of a chestnut tree — see also 
HORSE CHESTNUT, WATER CHESTNUT 

2 [count] : a brown or reddish-brown horse 

2 Chestnut adj : of a reddish-brown color ■ chestnut hair ■ a 

chestnut stallion 

chest of drawers noun, pi chests of drawers [count] 

: a piece of furniture that contains drawers for storing 
clothes — called also (US) bureau 
chev*ron /'Jevrsn/ noun, pi -rons [count] 

1 : a shape, pattern, or object in the form of a V or an 
upside-down V 

2 : a piece of cloth that is shaped like a V and that is worn on 
the sleeve of a military or police uniform to show a person’s 
rank 

1 chew /'tfu:/ verb chews; chewed; chew-ing 

1 a : to use your teeth to cut food into small pieces before 
you swallow it [+ obj] We were taught to chew our food 
thoroughly before swallowing, [no obj\ He chews with his 
mouth open, b : to bite on (something) repeatedly with the 
teeth [+ obj] You’re not allowed to chew gum in class. ■ chew 
tobacco ■ Stop chewing [=biting] your nails, [no obj] A 
mouse chewed through the cord. — often + on ■ The dog was 
chewing on a bone. 

2 [+ obj] : to make (something, such as a hole) by chewing ■ 
The dog chewed a hole in the rug. 

bite off more than you can chew see ‘bite 
chew off [phrasal verb] chew off (something) or chew (some¬ 
thing) off : to remove (something) by chewing ■ The dog 
chewed the doll’s eyes off. 

chew on [phrasal verb] chew on (something) informal : to 
think about (something) ■ Chew on it for a while before 
you decide. • That should give you something to chew on. 
— see also ‘chew lb (above) 

chew out [phrasal verb] chew (someone) out or chew out 
(someone) US, informal: to speak in an angry and critical 
way to (someone) ■ I got chewed out [= reprimanded] for 
leaving early. ■ The coach chewed him out. 
chew over [phrasal verb] chew (something) over or chew 
over (something) informal : to think about (something) ■ 
He chewed the problem over in his mind. ■ Chew it over for 
a while before you decide. 

chew the fat also chew the rag informal : to talk together 
in a friendly and casual way ■ They would sit for hours and 
chew the fat. [=chat, shoot the breeze] 
chew up [phrasal verb] chew (something) up or chew up 
(something) 1 : to destroy (something) by chewing it ■ 
My new puppy chewed up my shoes. 2 informal : to de¬ 
stroy or defeat (someone or something) ■ The truck chewed 
up the grass. ■ The gears got all chewed up. • They chewed 
up the competition. ■ Don’t mess with her—she’ll chew 
you up and spit you out. 

— chew-able /'tfuiwabal/ adj ■ chewable vitamins — chew- 
er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ gum chewers 

2 chew noun, pi chews [count] 

1 : the act of chewing something ■ a quick chew 


2 : something that a person or animal chews ■ a chew of to¬ 
bacco ■ a rawhide chew 

Chewing gum noun [noncount] : a type of soft candy that 
you chew on but do not swallow • a piece/stick of chewing 
gum 

Chewing tobacco noun [noncount] : a type of tobacco 
that is chewed rather than smoked 
Chew toy noun, pi ~ toys [count] US : a toy that is designed 
to be chewed by a dog 

chewy /'tfu:wi/ adj chew-i»er; -est [also more most ~] 
: requiring a lot of chewing ■ chewy meat ■ a chewy candy/ 
cookie 

Chey-enne /Jai'sen/ noun, pi -ennes [count] : a member of 
a Native American people of the western U.S. 

Chi*an«ti /ki'ainti, Brit ki'senti/ noun, pi -tis [count, non¬ 
count] : a dry red wine from Italy 
1 ChiC /'Ji:k/ adj [more most ~]: following the current fash¬ 
ion or style : fashionable and appealing ■ chic clothes ■ The 
cafd has a chic new look. ■ She looked very chic. 

2 chic noun [noncount] : fashionable style ■ French chic ■ It’s 
the height of chic this year. 

chi-ca-nery /fi'kemori/ noun [noncount] formal : actions or 
statements that trick people into believing something that is 
not true : deception or trickery ■ He wasn’t above using chi¬ 
canery to win votes. 

Chi*ca*na /tfi'kaina/ noun, pi -nas [count] : an American 
woman or girl whose parents or grandparents came from 
Mexico 

— Chicana adj • a Chicana writer 
Chi»ca»no/tfi l ka:nou/«OM/i, pi -nos [count] : an American 

(especially a man or boy) whose parents or grandparents 
came from Mexico 

— Chicano adj ■ Chicano artists • the Chicano community 
Chi-Chi /'JiiJi:/ adj [more most ~] usually disapproving 

: fashionable or showy especially in a way that is meant to 
impress people or to attract attention ■ a chichi restaurant/ 
nightclub 

Chick /'tfik/ noun, pi chicks [count] 

1 : a baby bird ■ eagle chicks', especially : a baby chicken ■ a 
mother hen and her chicks 

2 informal : a woman or girl ■ a cute chick This sense of 
chick is somewhat old-fashioned and is now sometimes con¬ 
sidered offensive. 

Chick*a*dee /'tfik3,di:/ noun, pi -dees [count] : a common, 
small American bird — see color picture on page C9 
1 chicken/'tfikn/ noun, pi -ens 

1 a [count] : a bird that is raised by people for its eggs and 
meat b [noncount] : the meat of the chicken used as food ■ 
We had chicken for dinner. ■ fried/roasted/grilled chicken — 
often used before another noun ■ chicken soup/broth ■ chick¬ 
en salad 

2 [count] informal : a person who is afraid : coward ■ It’s 
just a spider, you chicken ! ■ Don’t be such a big chicken, 
count your chickens 4- If you count your chickens or (US) 

count your chickens before they hatch or (Brit) before 
they're hatched, you believe that something you want to 
happen will definitely happen before you know for certain 
that it really will. ■ Don’t count your chickens before they 
hatch —we don’t know yet if she will accept our offer. 
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your chickens come home to roost see 2 roost 

— see also spring chicken 

2 chickeri adj, not used before a noun [more most ~] infor¬ 
mal : too afraid to do something ■ He’s too chicken [s -coward - 
ly] to stand up to them. • You’re chicken , aren’t you? 

3 chicken verb -ens; -ened; -en-ing 

chicken out [phrasal verb] informal : to decide not to do 
something because you are afraid ■ He was going to ask her 
on a date, but he chickened out at the last minute, 
chicken—and—egg adj — used to describe a situation in 
which it is difficult to tell which of two things happened first 
■ a chicken-and-egg situation/dilemma 
chicken feed noun [ noncount ] informal : an amount of 
money that is too small to be considered important ■ The 
project cost almost a million dollars, which isn’t exactly 
chicken feed. ■ Ten bucks? That’s chicken feed\ 
chick-en-fried steak /'tfikan'fraid-/ noun, pi ~ steaks 
[count, noncount] US : a steak that is coated with flour, fried, 
and served with gravy 

chicken pox noun [ noncount ] : a disease that often affects 
children and that causes a fever and red spots on the skin 
chick-en-shit /'tfikpjit/ adi [more most ~] US slang, of¬ 

fensive : weak and cowardly ■ That guy likes to make threats 
but he’s too chickenshit to act on them. 

— chickenshit noun, pi -shits US slang, offensive [count] a 
bunch of chickenshits. [=cowards] [noncount] a load of 
chickenshit [=nonsense, bullshit] 

chicken wire noun [noncount] : a type of strong wire that 
is used especially to make fences 
chick flick noun, pi ~ flicks [count] informal : a movie that 
is intended to appeal to women 
chick*pea /'tfik,pi:/ noun, pi -peas [count] : a pale round 
seed that is cooked and eaten as a vegetable — called also 
(US) garbanzo, (US) garbanzo bean 
chic-O-ry /'tfikari/ noun, pi -ries [count, noncount] : a Euro¬ 
pean plant that has bitter-tasting leaves that are often used in 
salads The dried, ground root of the chicory plant is some¬ 
times used as a flavoring in or substitute for coffee. 

— compare Belgian endive 

chide /'tfaid/ verb chides; chid-ed /'tfaidad/; chid-ing 
/’tfaidii)/ [+ obj] : to express mild disapproval of (someone) 
: to scold (someone) gently ■ She chided us for arriving late. ■ 
“You really should have been here on time,” she chided. 

1 chief /‘tfi:f/ noun, pi chiefs [count] : the person who is the 
leader of a group of people, of an organization, etc. ■ She’s 
the chief of surgery [=the doctor who is in charge of the sur¬ 
gical department] at the hospital. ■ the police chief = the chief 
of police ■ the fire chief [=the head of a department of fire¬ 
fighters] ■ an Indian chief [=the leader of a tribe of Native 
Americans] 

2 Chief adj, always used before a noun 

1 : highest in rank or authority ■ the chief engineer on the 
project ■ the company’s chief executive — see also com¬ 
mander in chief, editor in chief 

2 : most important : MAIN ■ Her job is their chief source of 
income. ■ their chief accomplishment ■ our chief competitor ■ 
He has many concerns, chief among them his health. 

chief constable noun, pi - -stables [count] Brit : a police 
officer who is in charge of a police force 
chief executive noun, pi - -tlves [count] 

1 : ceo 

2 a : the president of a country ■ The President is the chief 
executive of the U.S. b : the governor of a U.S. state 

chief executive officer noun, pi ~ -cers [count]: ceo 
chief justice or Chief Justice noun, pi ~ -tlces [count] 
: the most important and powerful judge of a court of law 
and especially of the U.S. Supreme Court 
chief-ly /'tfirfli/ adv : mainly or mostly — used to identify 
the most important part of something, reason for something, 
etc. ■ We’re chiefly concerned with protecting the environ¬ 
ment. ■ His greatest works— chiefly those written between 
1640 and 1685—are still read today. • an animal that hunts 
chiefly by smell ■ The disease occurs chiefly in children. ■ The 
rock is composed chiefly of quartz, 
chief of staff noun, pi chiefs of staff [count] 

1 : a person of high rank in the U.S. Army, Navy, Air Force, 
or Marines who advises the person in charge of military op¬ 
erations — see also joint chiefs of staff 

2 : a person of high rank who advises a leader (such as the 
U.S. President) on important matters • the White House 
Chief ofStaff 


chief of State noun, pi chiefs of state [count] : a person 
who is formally recognized as the leader of a country ■ a 
meeting with foreign chiefs of state 
chief-tain /'tfiiftan/ noun, pi -tains [count] : a leader of a 
tribe or clan 

chif-fon /JVfcr.n, \fi,fa:n/ noun [noncount] : a very thin cloth 
made especially of silk ■ a chiffon dress/scarf 
chig-ger /'tfiga*/ noun, pi -gers [count] US : a small insect 
that bites people and causes painful swelling on the skin 
chi-gnon /\fi:nja:n/ noun, pi chi-gnons [count] : away of 
arranging a woman’s hair by twisting it into a round shape at 
the back of the head or neck 

Chi-hua-hua/tfe'waiwa/nou/z, pi -huas [count ]: a type of 
very small dog with large ears and usually short hair — see 
picture at dog 

chil-blain /'tfil,blei n/noun [count] : a red and painful swol¬ 
len area on the feet, hands, etc., that is caused by being ex¬ 
posed to cold — usually plural 
child /‘tfajald/ noun, pi chil-dren /'tfildran/ [count] 

1 : a young person ■ the birth of a child ■ She’s pregnant with 
their first child. ■ a play for both children and adults ■ I went 
there once as a child. I=when I was a child] — often used be¬ 
fore another noun. ■ a child prodigy ■ a child actor ■ child de¬ 
velopment ■ child psychologists 

2 : a son or daughter ■ All of their children are grown now. ■ 
an elderly couple and their adult children 

3 : an adult who acts like a child : a childlike or childish per¬ 
son ■ I’m a child when it comes to doing taxes. [=1 need to be 
told or shown what to do] • Men are such children some¬ 
times. 

4 : a person who has been strongly influenced by a certain 
place or time or by the events happening during that time • 
She’s a child of her time. ■ a child of the Depression 
children should be seen and not heard — used to say 

that children should be quiet and well-behaved 
with child old-fashioned : pregnant ■ She found herself 
with child. [=she discovered that she was pregnant] 

— see also BRAINCHILD 

child-bear-ing /'tfajaldjbenr)/ noun [noncount] : the pro¬ 
cess of giving birth to children • women who delay childbear¬ 
ing 

— childbearing aflj ■ women of childbearing age [=women 
who are old enough to give birth to children] 

Child benefit noun, pi ~ -fits [count] Brit : money that the 
government pays to families with children 
child-birth /‘tfaj3ld,b»0/ noun, pi -births : the act or pro¬ 
cess of giving birth to children [count] the total number of 
childbirths [=(more commonly) births] [noncount] advocates 
of natural childbirth 

Child-Care /'tfaj3ld,keay noun [noncount] : the things that 
are done to take care of children especially when their par¬ 
ents are away or at work ■ The cost of childcare can be ex¬ 
pensive. • Childcare is available for children under five. — 
often used before another noun ■ childcare centers/workers 
child-hood /‘tfaj3ld,hud/ noun, pi -hoods : the period of 
time when a person is a child [noncount] I remember this 
place from (my) childhood. ■ diseases that can occur in child¬ 
hood [count] Both men had unhappy childhoods. — often 
used before another noun • childhood heroes/friends/memo¬ 
ries ■ my childhood home — see also second childhood 
child-ish /'tfaildij - / adj [more most ~]: of a child or typ¬ 
ical of a child ■ She has a childish face. ■ a letter written in 
childish scrawl ■ He opened the gifts with childish delight.; es¬ 
pecially, disapproving : having or showing the unpleasant 
qualities (such as silliness or lack of maturity) that children 
often have ■ a childish prank ■ We’re tired of their childish 
games. ■ I find his humor very childish. — compare CHILD¬ 
LIKE 

— child-lsh-ly adv • a childishly simple idea - childish¬ 
ness noun [noncount] ■ She was annoyed by the childish¬ 
ness of his behavior. 

child-less /*tfaj3ldl3s/ adi : having no children • childless 
couples 

— chlld-less-ness noun [noncount] 

Child-like /'tf^ldjaik/ adj [more —; most ~] : resembling 
or suggesting a child : like that of a child • a childlike draw¬ 
ing/voice ■ a grown woman with a childlike face; especially 
: having or showing the pleasing qualities (such as inno¬ 
cence) that children often have ■ childlike faith/enthusiasm ■ 
We gazed at it in childlike wonder. ■ She took a childlike glee 
in describing every detail. — compare CHILDISH 
Child-mind-er /'tfajak^mainda*/ noun, pi -ers [count] Brit 
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: a person who is paid to take care of children usually in his 
or her home while the parents are at work ■ a registered 
childminder 

1 Child-proof /'tfajald^pruif/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : made so that a child cannot open it ■ a childproof bottle 

2 : made safe for children ■ a childproof home [=a home 
where dangerous objects, chemicals, etc., have been re¬ 
moved or placed where children cannot get them] 

2 childproof verb -proofs; -proofed; -proof-ing [+ obj] 

: to make (a place) safe for children • The article has tips on 
how to childproof a home. 

child-rearing noun [ noncount) : the process of taking care 
of and raising children ■ Her husband is actively involved in 
child-rearing. — often used before another noun • child- 
rearing practices/methods 
children plural of child 

Child’s play noun [ noncount ] : something that is very easy 
to do ■ Landing a job should be child’s play for someone with 
his skills. 

Child Support noun [noncount\ : money that a former hus¬ 
band or wife must pay regularly to help raise a child — 
called also (Brit) maintenance 

Chili (US) or Brit chil-ll also US chile /'tfili/ noun, pi chil- 
ies also chil-es or Brit chiMies 

1 [count, noncount ]: a small pepper with a very hot flavor — 
called also chili pepper 

2 [noncount\ : a spicy dish made of ground beef, hot peppers 
or chili powder, and usually beans ■ a bowl of chili — called 
also chili con car-ne /-,ka:n'ka^ni/ 

Chili dog noun, pi ~ dogs [count) US : a hot dog with chili 
on top of it 

Chili powder (US) or Brit chilli powder noun [ noncount) 

: a dry powder that is made of chilies and other spices and 
that is used to give food a hot flavor 
Chili Sauce noun [noncount) US : a spicy sauce that is made 
with tomatoes and hot red and green peppers 
1 Chill /'tfil/ noun, pi chills 

1 [singular) : a cold feeling : a degree of cold that can be felt 
and that is usually unpleasant ■ There was a chill in the au¬ 
tumn air. ■ He closed the windows to keep out the chill. • I’ll 
turn on the heat for a bit, just to take the chill off. [=raise the 
temperature slightly to a comfortable level] — see also 
WINDCHILL 

2 [count) a : a feeling of being cold ■ Her symptoms include 
chills and a fever, b : an illness that makes you feel cold ■ 
He caught a chill that turned into a bad cold. 

3 [count) : a sudden feeling of fear ■ I feel a chill (of fear) ev¬ 
ery time I look at the photograph. ■ The novel’s final scene 
gave him the chills. • Her words sent chills down my spine. 

4 [singular) a : a cold and unfriendly quality • I felt the chill 
of my opponent’s stare, b : a change that causes less friend¬ 
ly relations between people, countries, etc. ■ There has been 
a chill in diplomatic relations. [=diplomatic relations have 
grown colder] 

2 chill verb chills; chilled; chill-ing 

1 a [+ obj) : to make (someone or something) cold or cool ■ 
Chill the dessert for one hour before serving it. — often used 
as (be) chilled ■ The spectators were chilled by the cold wind. ■ 
chilled wine ■ a chilled soup ■ I was chilled to the bone/mar¬ 
row. [=very cold] b [no obj) : to become cold or cool ■ Let 
the dessert chill for one hour before serving it. 

2 [+ obj) : to cause (someone) to feel afraid ■ Here’s a ghost 
story that will chill you. ■ Her screams chilled me to the 
bone/marrow. • a horrible sight that chilled my bones/blood 

3 [no obj) informal a : to become more relaxed : to become 
less tense, anxious, or angry • He thinks his parents are way 
too uptight and says they should just chill. — often + out ■ 
They should just chill out. — often used as a command ■ 
Chill (out), man. b : to spend time in a relaxed manner • I 
decided to stay home and chill. — often + out ■ She’s been 
chilling out with her girlfriends. 

3 Chill adj. somewhat formal ; unpleasantly cold : chilly • The 
nights grew chill. ■ The chill weather kept us indoors. ■ a chill 
wind 

Chilli chiefly Brit spelling of chili 

ChilMng /'tfilnj/ adj [more most ~] : very disturbing or 
frightening ■ a chilling tale 

— chill-ing-ly adv • chillingly cruel ■ a chillingly accurate de¬ 
scription of the murderer 

Chilly /'tfili I adj chill-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 ; noticeably cold ■ a chilly morning ■ a chilly breeze • It’s a 
little chilly outside. 


2 : feeling cold ■ I was getting chilly. ■ You must be chilly 
without a coat on. 

3 : noticeably unfriendly ■ They gave him a chilly reception. 

— chill-i-ness noun [noncount) the chilliness of the air 
[singular] She felt a chilliness in his voice. 

1 Chime /'tfaim/ noun, pi chimes [count) 

1 : a device that produces a sound like the sound made by a 
set of bells ■ The clock chime struck four. — usually plural ■ 
We bought a set of door chimes. — see also wind chime 

2 : the sound made by a set of bells ■ the chime of church 
bells — usually plural ■ We awoke to the chimes of a nearby 
church. 

2 chime verb chimes; chimed; chim-ing 

1 [no obj) : to make the sound of a ringing bell ■ The door 
bell chimed. 

2 of a clock : to make a ringing sound that indicates the time 
[+ obj] The clock chimed midnight, [no obj] The clock 
chimed. 

3 [no obj) : to agree : to be in harmony ■ The music and the 
mood chimed well together. — often + with ■ His opinion 
doesn’t chime with mine. 

chime in [phrasal verb) 1 : to add your comment or opin¬ 
ion to a conversation or discussion that you have been lis¬ 
tening to ■ He kept chiming in with his opinions. • “He left 
hours ago,” Janet chimed in. 2 : to be in agreement or 
harmony with something ■ The illustrations chimed in per¬ 
fectly with the story. 

Chi-me-ra /kai'mire/ noun, pi -ras [count) 

1 Chimera : a monster from Greek mythology that breathes 
fire and has a lion’s head, a goat’s body, and a snake’s tail 

2 formal : something that exists only in the imagination and 
is not possible in reality • Economic stability in that country 
is a chimera. 

— chi-mer-i-cal /kai'merakal/ adj [more most ~] ■ chi¬ 
merical [-imaginary) dreams of economic stability 

chi-mi-chan-ga /.tfimi'tfccijga/ noun, pi -gas [count) : a 
food that consists of a tortilla which is wrapped around a fill¬ 
ing (such as seasoned meat) and deep-fried 
Chim-ney /'tfimni/ noun,pi -neys [count) 

1 : a part of a building through which smoke rises into the 
outside air; especially : the part that sticks up above the roof 

— see picture at HOUSE; see also smoke like a chimney at 
2 smoke 

2 : a tall narrow opening through a large piece of rock (such 
as a cliff) that can be used for climbing the rock 

Chimney breast noun, pi ~ breasts [count) Brit : a part 
of a wall that extends out into a room to cover a chimney 
chim-ney-piece /'tfimni,pi:s/ noun, pi -piec*es [count) 
Brit : mantelpiece 1 

Chimney pot noun, pi ~ pots [count) chiefly Brit : a clay or 
metal pipe on top of a chimney 
chimney stack noun, pi ~ stacks [count) Brit 

1 : the part of a chimney that is above the roof of a building 

2 : SMOKESTACK 

Chimney sweep noun, pi ~ sweeps [count) : a person 
who cleans the insides of chimneys 
Chimp /'tfimp/ noun.pl chimps [count) : chimpanzee 
chim-pan-zee Atfin^pzen'zi;/ noun, pi -zees [count) : an 
intelligent animal that is a type of ape and that lives mostly 
in trees in Africa — see picture at ape 
Chin /'tfi nj noun, pi chins [count) : the part of the face be¬ 
low the mouth and above the neck — see picture at face; 
see also double chin 

keep your chin up : to stay cheerful and hopeful during 
difficult times ■ He’s still keeping his chin up despite all his 
health problems. ■ (Keep your) chin up\ Everything will 
work out for the best. 

take it on the chin informal 1 US : to be badly damaged or 
affected by something : to be hit hard by something ■ 
Many investors took it on the chin yesterday as the stock 
market dropped sharply. 2 Brit : to accept something dif¬ 
ficult or unpleasant without complaining • The criticism 
was harsh but he took it on the chin and didn’t try to blame 
anyone else. 

chi-na /'tfaina/ noun [noncount) 

1 : a hard white material that is made of baked clay and used 
to make plates, bowls, etc. ■ This vase is (made of) china. — 
often used before another noun ■ a china teapot — see also 

BONE CHINA 

2 : plates, bowls, cups, etc., that are made of china ■ She uses 
her good china when she has company for dinner. 

a bull in a china shop see 1 bull 
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Chi*na*tOWn /'tfain3,taun/ noun, pi -towns : the area of a 
city where many Chinese people live [ noncount ] We had 
dinner in Chinatown, [count] — usually singular ■ There is a 
Chinatown in San Francisco. 
chi*na-ware /'tfainajweay noun [ noncount ] : china 2 
chin-chil-la /tfm'tfila/ noun, pi -las 

1 [count] : a small South American animal that has soft gray 
fur 

2 [noncount] : the fur of a chinchilla ■ The collar of the coat 
is chinchilla. 

1 Chi»nese /(fai'niiz/ noun 

1 the Chinese : the people of China : Chinese people * the 
customs of the Chinese 

2 [noncount] : any one of a group of closely related languag¬ 
es that are spoken in China ■ He is learning to speak Chinese. 

2 Chinese adj : of or relating to China, its people, or their lan¬ 
guages ■ Chinese history/food * She is Chinese. ■ The custom 
is Chinese. ■ the Chinese writing system 
Chinese cabbage noun [noncount] 

1 I BOK CHOY 

2 : a type of cabbage from Asia that has a long head and 
pale, wrinkled leaves 

Chinese checkers (US) or Brit Chinese chequers 

noun [noncount] : a game in which players move marbles 
from one hole to another across a playing surface that is 
shaped like a star 

Chinese whispers noun [noncount] Brit : a situation in 
which a piece of information is passed from one person to 
the next and is changed slightly each time it is told 
1 Chink /'tfirjk/ noun, pi chinks [count] 

1 : a small crack : a narrow opening or space — usually + in 
• We peeked through a chink in the fence. 

2 chiefly Brit : a small amount of light shining through a 
crack ■ a chink of daylight 

chink in someone’s or something’s armor see armor 

- compare 2 chink 

z chink noun, pi chinks [count] : the short sharp sound made 
when objects made of metal or glass hit each other ■ We 
heard the chink of coins from the slot machine. ■ the chink 
[=clink] of her glass against mine — compare ‘chink 
C hink /'tfigk/ noun, pi Chinks [count] informal + offensive 
: a Chinese person The word Chink is very offensive and 
should be avoided. 

Chi-nos /'tfi:nouz/ noun [plural] : pants that are made of a 
somewhat stiff fabric and that are usually very light brown 
in color 

Chintz /'tfints/ noun [noncount] : a shiny cotton fabric with a 
flowery pattern printed on it — often used before another 
noun ■ chintz curtains • a chintz sofa 
Chintzy /'tfintsi /adj chintz-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 US, informal a : not showing good taste : not tasteful or 
stylish ■ The decorations were very chintzy, [-tacky] b 
: poorly or cheaply done or made : of low quality ■ chintzy 
toys ■ a chintzy low-budget film 

2 US, informal : not willing to spend money or give anything 
away : stingy or cheap • The boss is chintzy about raises. 

3 chiefly Brit : decorated in or covered with chintz ■ a chintzy 
cottage ■ chintzy furniture 

Chin-up /'tfin,Ap/ noun, pi -ups [count] US : pull-up 
Chin-wag /'tfm.Wceg/ noun [singular] Brit, informal : a 
friendly conversation : chat ■ My mother and aunt were 
having a chin-wag in the kitchen. 

1 chip /'tfip/ noun, pi chips [count] 

1 : a small piece that has been broken off from something 
larger ■ wood chips • chips of stone 

2 : a place where a small piece of something has broken off ■ 
The cup has a chip in/on it. 

3 : a small piece of candy or chocolate used in baking • 
chocolate chips ■ chocolate chip cookies [=cookies with 
small bits of chocolate in them] 

4 a : a thin, hard, and usually salty piece of food • tortilla 
chips', especially, US : potato chip ■ a bag of chips — see 
also corn chip b Brit : french fry — see also fish and 
chips 

5 : a small, flat, round piece of plastic that is used to repre¬ 
sent an amount of money in gambling games like poker 

— see also bargaining chip 

6 : a very small piece of hard material (called silicon) in a 
computer or other device that contains many electronic cir¬ 
cuits ■ computer/silicon chips — see also microchip 

7 US, informal : a piece of dried waste matter from an ani¬ 
mal * buffalo/cow chips 


8 : chip shot 1, 2 

chip off the old block informal : someone who looks or be¬ 
haves like his or her parent ■ His son is a real chip off the 
old block. 

have a chip on your shoulder informal : to have an angry 
or unpleasant attitude or way of behaving caused by a be¬ 
lief that you have been treated unfairly in the past ■ He has 
had a chip on his shoulder ever since he didn’t get the pro¬ 
motion he was expecting. 

let the chips fall where they may US, informal : to allow 
events to happen without trying to change them *£• This 
phrase usually suggests that you are willing to accept a re¬ 
sult, whatever it may be. • I will run the best campaign I 
can, then let the chips fall where they may. 
when the chips are down informal : in a difficult situation 
: when things are not good ■ True friends will stand by you 
when the chips are down. 

2 chip verb chips; chipped; chip-ping 

1 a [+ obj] : to break off a small piece from (something) ■ I 
bit into something hard and chipped my tooth. ■ He fell and 
chipped a bone in his knee. ■ She chipped a nail. [=she broke 
a small piece of hardened nail polish off a fingernail] ■ a 
chipped cup/tooth b [no obj] : to break or come off in small 
pieces ■ China chips easily. ■ The paint had chipped off/away. 

2 a always followed by an adverb or preposition (+ obj] : to 
break off (something) especially with a tool ■ He chipped 
away the ice from the car’s windshield. ■ The sculptor 
chipped away/off bits of stone. ■ The geologist chipped [=cut] 
the specimen out of the rock face, b [no obj] : to hit some¬ 
thing with a tool in order to break off small pieces — usually 
+ away • The sculptor chipped away at the stone/marble. — 
often used figuratively ■ There have been endless efforts to 
chip away at [^gradually reduce] social prejudice. ■ His fail¬ 
ures chipped away at his self-confidence. 

3 : to hit or kick (a ball) so that it goes a short distance : to 
hit or kick a chip shot [+ obj] The golfer chipped the ball 
onto the green. ■ She chipped the soccer ball over the goalie's 
head. ■ He chipped a pass to his teammate, [no obj] The golf¬ 
er chipped onto the green. ■ She chipped in for par. [=she 
made a par by hitting a chip shot that went into the hole] 
chip in [phrasal verb] 1 chip in or chip in (something) : to 

give something (such as money) to help a person, group, or 
cause * We all chipped in [= contributed] to buy him a gift. ■ 
If we all chip in [=help (out)], the work will get done quick¬ 
ly. ■ We each chipped in 10 dollars. 2 chiefly Brit : to add 
your comment or opinion to a conversation or discussion • 
“He left hours ago,’’ Sue chipped in. [=chimed in] 
Chip-board / , tfip,boa i d /noun [noncount] 

1 : PARTICLEBOARD 

2 US : a type of cardboard made from paper that had been 
thrown away 

Chip-munk /'tfip,mAi)k/ noun, pi -munks [count] : a small 
North American animal that is related to the squirrel — see 
picture at rodent 

chip-o-la-ta /,tfipa'la:ta/rtow/i,/>/ -tas [count] Brit : a small 
thin sausage 

Chipped beef noun [noncount] US : smoked dried beef that 
is sliced thin 

1 Chip-per /'tfip^/ adj [more most ~] informal + somewhat 
old-fashioned : cheerful and lively * My, you’re looking chip¬ 
per this morning. ■ She greeted me in a chipper voice. 
2 chipper noun, pi -pers [count] : a piece of equipment that is 
used to cut wood (such as tree branches) into small pieces • a 
wood chipper 

Chip-py also Chip-pie /'tfipi/ noun, pi -pies [count] Brit, in¬ 
formal : CHIP SHOP 

Chip Shop noun, pi ~ shops [count] Brit : a restaurant that 
sells fish and chips and other fried foods for people to take 
away and eat somewhere else 
Chip Shot noun, pi ~ shots [count] 

1 golf : a very short shot that is made from an area near the 
green * She hit a chip shot onto the green. 

2 soccer + rugby : a short kick that lifts a ball high in the air ■ 
He kicked a chip shot over the goalie's head. 

3 American football : a short and easy field goal 
chi-rop-o-dist /kaVaipadist/ noun,pi -dists [count] chiefly 

Brit : podiatrist 

Chi-rO-prSC-tiC /'kaira^rsektik/ noun [noncount] : a meth¬ 
od of treating people who are sick or in pain by pushing and 
moving bones in the spine and joints 

— chiropractic adj ■ chiropractic care ■ chiropractic adjust¬ 
ments of/to the spine — chi-ro-prac-tor /'kaira^raekta 1 / 
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noun, pi -tors [count] ■ My sister goes to a chiropractor for 
her back pain. 

chirp /'tfap/ verb chirps; chirped; chirping 

1 [no obj] : to make a short high-pitched sound ■ The birds 
were chirping in the trees. ■ We heard the crickets chirping. 

2 [+ obj] : to say (something) in a cheerful and lively way ■ 
“Good morning!” she chirped. 

— chirp noun, pi chirps [count] ■ the chirps of the birds 
chirpy /'tfarn/ adj chirp-i-er; -est [or more most ~] in¬ 
formal : cheerful and lively ■ a chirpy, bright-eyed student 

— chirp-i-ly /'tf^pali/ adv — chirp-i*ness /'tfapinas/ noun 
[noncount] 

chir-rup /'tfarap/ verb -rups; -ruped; rup-ing [no obj] 

: CHIRP 

— chirrup noun, pi -rups [count] 

1 Chis-el /'tfizl/ noun, pi -els [count] : a metal tool with a flat, 
sharp end that is used to cut and shape a solid material (such 
as stone, wood, or metal) — see picture at carpentry 
2 chisel verb -els; US -eled or Brit -elled; US -el-ing or Brit 
-eMing [+ obj] : to cut or shape (something) with a chisel ■ 
She chiseled the stone/wood/marble. ■ He chiseled off a cor¬ 
ner of the block. ■ Letters were chiseled into a wall, 
chis-eled (US) or Z?ri/chis*elled /'tfizld/ adj [more most 
~] 

1 : having an attractive well-formed shape — used especially 
to describe a man’s face and its features ■ a handsome actor’s 
chiseled face/jaw/nose 

2 : having a strong, muscular body or form ■ a chiseled body¬ 
builder ■ He has the chiseled body of an athlete. 

Chit /'tfit/ noun, pi chits [count ]: an official note that shows 
an amount of money that is owed or gives someone permis¬ 
sion to have or do something 

chit-chat /'tfitdfaet/ noun, informal : friendly conversation 
about things that are not very important [noncount] We ex¬ 
changed some chitchat about the weather, [singular] I just 
had a chitchat [-chat] with my neighbor. 

— chitchat verb -chats; -chat-ted; -chat-ting [no obj] ■ I 
was just chitchatting [-chatting] with my neighbor. 

chit-ter-lings or chit-lins /'tfitlanz/ noun [plural] chiefly 
US : the intestines of hogs eaten as food 
chi-val-ric /Ja'vaelnk/ adj : of or relating to the knights 
who fought in the Middle Ages ■ chivalric adventures/codes 
Chiv-al-rOLIS /'Jivalras/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : behaving in an honorable or polite way especially toward 
women ■ a kind and chivalrous man 

2 : showing respect and politeness especially toward women 
• chivalrous behavior ■ a chivalrous act 

— chiv-al-rous-ly adv • He acted chivalrously. 
chiv-al-ry /Jivalri/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the system of values (such as loyalty and honor) that 
knights in the Middle Ages were expected to follow ■ Medi¬ 
eval chivalry ■ the knight’s code of chivalry 

2 : an honorable and polite way of behaving especially to¬ 
ward women ■ He paid her fare as an act of chivalry. 

Chive /'tfaiv/ noun, pi chives 

1 [count] : a plant that is related to the onion 

2 chives [plural] : the long thin leaves of the chive plant that 
are cut into small pieces and used for flavoring food ■ Do 
you want chives on your baked potato? 

— chive adj, always used before a noun ■ chive sauce/butter 
chiv-vy /'tfivi/ verb chiv-vies; chiv-vied; chiv-vy-ing [+ 

obj] Brit, informal : to try to make (someone) do something 
more quickly especially in an annoying way ■ The parents 
chivvied the children along. ■ They chivvied us to finish the 
job quicker. 

chlo-ride /'kloa*,aid/ noun, pi -rides [count, noncount] tech¬ 
nical : a chemical compound of chlorine with another ele¬ 
ment or group ■ sodium chloride 
Chlo-ri-nate /'klora.neit/ verb -nates; -nat-ed; -nat-ing 
[+ obj] technical: to add chlorine to (something, such as wa¬ 
ter) ■ chlorinated water 

— chlo-ri-na-tion Aklora'neijan/ noun [noncount] ■ Chlori¬ 
nation will kill the bacteria in the water. 

chlo-rine /'kloa^iin/ noun [noncount]: a chemical that in its 
natural form is a greenish-yellow gas and has a strong smell 
Chlorine in a liquid or solid form is often added to water 
(such as the water in a swimming pool) to keep it clean, 
chlo-ro-flu-o-ro-car-bon /,klorou,florou , kaa , b3n/ noun, 
pi -bons [count] technical : a gas that was once commonly 
used in various products (such as aerosols) but that is be¬ 
lieved to cause damage to the ozone layer in the Earth’s at¬ 


mosphere ■ Many nations have banned the production of 
chlorofluorocarbons. — abbr. CFC 

chlo-ro-form /'klora^oam/ noun [noncount] : a colorless 
poisonous liquid 4- In the past, chloroform was used to 
make patients unconscious during medical operations. It is 
now usually used to dissolve other substances. 

- chloroform verb -forms; -formed; -form-ing [+ obj] ■ 
The doctor chloroformed the patient. 

chlo-ro-phyll /'klor3,fil/ noun [noncount] : the green sub¬ 
stance in plants that makes it possible for them to make food 
from carbon dioxide and water 

choc /'tfa:k/ noun, pi chocs [count] Brit, informal : choco¬ 
late 2 ■ a box of chocs 

chock-a-block /'tfcuka^laik/ adj, not used before a noun 
: very full — usually + with ■ The shelves are chockablock 
with books. 

Chock-full or chock-ful /'tfcck'futy adj, not used before a 
noun : completely full — usually + of • This book is chock- 
full of good information. 

choc-o-hol-ic also choc-a-hol-ic /,tfa:k3'ha:lik/ noun, pi 
-ics [count] informal : a person who likes to eat chocolate 
very much 

choc-o-late /'tfaikbt/ noun, pi -lates 

1 [noncount] : a food that is made from cacao beans and that 
is eaten as candy or used as a flavoring ingredient in other 
sweet foods ■ a bar of chocolate ■ chocolate-covered raisins ■ 
The cake recipe calls for four squares of chocolate. — see 
also DARK CHOCOLATE, HOT CHOCOLATE, MILK CHOCO¬ 
LATE, WHITE CHOCOLATE 

2 [count] : a candy made or covered with chocolate ■ She 
gave me a box of chocolates for fny birthday. 

3 [noncount] : a dark brown color — called also chocolate 
brown ; see color picture on page C3 

— chocolate adj • a chocolate cake with chocolate frosting ■ 
chocolate ice cream ■ chocolate sauce/milk — choc-o-laty 
also choc-o-lat-ey /'tfaiklati/ adj [more most ~] ■ a 
chocolaty flavor 

ChOCOlate—box adi, always used before a noun, Brit, infor¬ 
mal : pretty in a way that seems too perfect to be true or real 
■ a chocolate-box house 

choc-o-la-tier /itfaikla'tia 1 / noun, pi -tiers [count] : a per¬ 
son who makes or sells chocolate candy 

Choc-taw /'tfcukta/ noun, pi -taws [count] : a member of a 
Native American people of Mississippi, Alabama, and Loui¬ 
siana 

1 choice /'tfois/ noun, pi choic-es 

1 [count] : the act of choosing : the act of picking or decid¬ 
ing between two or more possibilities ■ He knew he had to 
make a choice. [=choose one thing or another] ■ He has some 
important choices to make. ■ You made a good/bad choice. ■ 
She was faced with a difficult choice. ■ You can either accept 
the job or not. It’s your choice. • I read about the various op¬ 
tions so that I could make an informed choice. 

2 : the opportunity or power to choose between two or more 
possibilities : the opportunity or power to make a decision 
[singular] Given the choice. I’d rather stay home tonight. ■ He 
had no choice in the matter. = He did not have a choice in the 
matter. ■ You leave me (with) no choice. ■ They gave/offered 
me a choice between an automatic or standard transmission. 
[noncount] A flexible health insurance plan gives patients 
more choice about doctors and coverage. • He had little 
choice in the matter. = He did not have much choice in the 
matter. — see also HOBSON’S choice 

3 a : a range of things that can be chosen [singular] — often 
+ of ■ The plan has a wide choice of options. [=there are many 
options that can be chosen] ■ You have the choice of coffee or 
tea. [noncount] The menu does not have much choice, [se¬ 
lection] ■ (< chiefly Brit) Customers are spoiled for choice 
[=customers have a lot of choices] when buying a new car. 
b [count] : one of the things that you can choose ■ She want¬ 
ed pizza, but that wasn’t a choice, [-option] ■ There is a wide 
range of choices. ■ Other choices on the menu looked equally 
tempting. — see also multiple-choice 

4 [count] : the person or thing that someone chooses ■ He is 
happy with his choice. ■ She is my first choice for the job. 
[=she is the one I most want for the job] • I don’t like her 
choice of friends. • Selling our car was the right choice. 

by choice also out of choice 4- If you do something by 
choice or out of choice, you choose to do it. ■ I live here by 
choice. [=1 live here because I want to] • No one forced 
them to do it. They acted out of choice, 
of choice : favorite or most liked : chosen most often ■ 
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Wine was his beverage of choice, 
of your choice <*- A person or thing of your choice is a per¬ 
son or thing that you have chosen. ■ They said I could 
bring a guest of my choice to the party. ■ The meal is served 
with a beverage of your choice. 

2 choice adj, always used before a noun choic-er; -est 

1 : very good ■ The store sells only the choicest [-best] fruits. 

2 US, of meat : of a quality that is good but not the best ■ 
Choice beef is not as expensive as prime beef. 

3 of words or phrases : carefully chosen especially for the 
purpose of expressing anger or disapproval ■ I had a few 
choice words for him. [=1 said a few angry words to him] 

choir /'kwaja-/ noun, pi choirs [count] 

1 : a group of singers especially in a church 

2 : the part of a church where the singers sit 
preach to the choir see preach 

choir-boy /'kwaja'iboi/ noun, pi -boys [count] : a boy who 
is a member of a church choir 

choir-mas-ter /■kwaja^msesta, Brit 'kwaja,ma:st3/ noun, pi 
-ters [count] : the director of a choir 
1 choke /'tfook/ verb chokes; choked; chok-ing 

1 \no obj] : to become unable to breathe usually because 
something gets stuck in your throat or because the air is not 
good for breathing ■ Chew your food well so you don't 
choke. ■ She choked to death. = She died by choking. • We 
were choking on fumes. 

2 1+ obj] a : to cause (someone) to stop breathing by 
squeezing the throat • The murderer choked his victim (to 
death), b : to make (someone) unable to breathe in a nor¬ 
mal way ■ The thick smoke was choking me. If you or your 
voice is choked with emotion, rage, etc., you are feeling emo¬ 
tion in such a strong way that it is hard for you to talk. ■ 
When she was presented with the award, she was so choked 
with emotion that she couldn't say her thank-you speech. 

3 [+ obj] : to stop (something) from growing or developing • 
The flowers were choked by the weeds. — often + out ■ The 
flowers were choked out by the weeds. 

4 [+ obj] : to fill (something) completely so that movement is 
stopped or slowed ■ Leaves choked [-clogged, blocked] the 
drain. ■ The streets were choked with traffic. — often + up ■ 
Logs were choking up the stream. 

5 [no obj] informal : to fail to do something well because you 
are very nervous • When the pressure was on, the tennis star 
choked and lost the match. 

choke back [phrasal verb] If you are choking back tears, 
rage, anger, etc., you are finding it very hard not to cry or 
express emotion. ■ He was choking back tears as he talked 
about his late wife. ■ She struggled to choke back her anger 
as she listened to their criticisms. 
choke down [phrasal verb] choke down (something) or 
choke (something) down informal : to eat (something) 
with difficulty or without enjoyment ■ The meal was over¬ 
cooked, but I managed to choke down a few bites. 
choke off [phrasal verb] choke off (something) also choke 
(something) off 1 : to make (something) smaller, weaker, 
or less powerful : to cause (something) to slow down or 
stop • Rising interest rates may choke off consumer spend¬ 
ing. • Attempts have been made to choke off debate on the 
issue. 2 : to prevent (something) from flowing or getting 
through ■ A growth on the artery wall is choking off the 
blood supply. 

choke out [phrasal verb] choke (something) out or choke out 
(something) : to say (something) with difficulty because of 
strong emotion ■ She tearfully choked out an apology. 
choke up [phrasal verb] 1 If you choke up or get/become 
(all) choked up, you are almost crying and have trouble 
talking because of strong emotion. ■ He chokes up whenev¬ 
er he tries to talk about the accident. ■ She got all choked 
up when she saw her daughter in her wedding dress. 2 
baseball : to move your hands to a higher position on a 
baseball bat — often + on • He choked up on the bat and 
took a short swing. 

2 choke noun, pi chokes [count] : a part in a vehicle that con¬ 
trols the flow of air into the engine 

Choke chain noun, pi ~ chains [count] : a chain for con¬ 
trolling a dog that is put around the dog’s neck and that 
tightens when the end of the chain is pulled — called also 
choke collar 

choke hold noun, pi holds [count] chiefly US 
1 : a method of holding someone by putting your arm 
around the person’s neck with enough pressure to make 
breathing difficult or impossible • He put the suspect in a 


choke hold. = He used/placed a choke hold on the suspect. 

2 : a force or influence that stops something from growing 
or developing : stranglehold — usually singular ■ The 
state has a choke hold on the city’s finances. ■ The tariffs have 
put a choke hold on the economy, 
chok-er /'Hooka-/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a necklace that fits closely around the neck 

2 informal : a person who fails to do something because of 
nervousness: a person who chokes ■ They called him a chok¬ 
er when he missed the shot that would have won the game. 

chol-era /'kailara/ noun [noncount] : a serious disease that 
causes severe vomiting and diarrhea and that often results in 
death 

cho-ler-ic /'kcutank/ adj [more most ] formal : made 
angiy easily : hot-tempered ■ a choleric temperament 
cho-les-ter-ol /ka'lesta^arl/ noun [noncount] : a substance 
that is found in the bodies of people and animals ■ Did your 
doctor check your cholesterol! • She is on medication to low¬ 
er her cholesterol. = She is on medication to lower her cho¬ 
lesterol level. [=to lower the amount of cholesterol in her 
blood] ■ My doctor told me that high cholesterol [shaving 
too much cholesterol in your blood] can lead to serious med¬ 
ical problems such as heart attacks and strokes. 

Chomp /'tfa:mp/ verb chomps; chomped; chomp-ing 
informal : to chew or bite on something [no obj] — often + 
on ■ He was chomping on a bagel. • The dog chomped down 
on its bone. — often + away • The children were sitting at the 
table, happily chomping away. ■ The bug chomped away at 
the leaf. — sometimes used figuratively ■ Lawmakers have 
been chomping away at the state budget. [+ obj] They were 
chomping burgers at a picnic. 

chomping at the bit : waiting in an impatient way to do 
something ■ We’ve all been chomping [= champing ] at the bit 
to get started on the project. 

Choo chOO /'flu:,flu:/ noun, pi ~~ choos informal 

1 [count] : ‘train 1 — used by young children or by adults 
speaking to young children • Here comes the choo chooi — 
called also choo choo train 

2 [noncount] : the sound a train makes — used by young 
children or by adults speaking to young children 

choose /'tfu:z/ verb choos-es; chose /'flooz/; cho-sen 
/'tfoozp/; choos-ing 

1 : to decide that a particular person or thing is the one that 
you want [+ obj] The political party chose a leader. ■ They 
chose her as the team captain. ■ We’ve chosen a different time 
to go. • He was chosen because he's qualified for the job. • 
She was chosen from a long list of people. ■ He chose his 
words carefully. ■ Which shirt would you choose ? [no obj] 
How do 1 choose when there’s so much available? ■ Let ev¬ 
eryone choose for themselves. ■ You can choose from among 
a number of alternatives. • You’ll have to choose between the 
two of them. ■ There are several books available to choose 
from. 

2 : to make a choice about what to do : decide [+ obj] — 
usually followed by to + verb • They chose to go by train. • 
They chose not to believe it. ■ They chose to keep quiet. • She 
chooses to work in the city, [no obj] You can do as you 
choose. [=you can do what you want to do] 

choose sides : to divide a group into two teams that will 
play against each other ■ When we chose sides in gym class, 
I was always the last person to be picked to be on a team. 
— often used figuratively ■ They are forcing us to choose 
sides in the dispute. 
pick and choose see ‘pick 

— choos-er noun, pi -ers [count] • a careful chooser — see 
also beggars can't be choosers at BEGGAR 
choosy aLio choos-ey /'flu:zi/ adj choos-i-er; -est [also 
more most —] : very careful in choosing : liking only cer¬ 
tain things ■ She’s pretty choosy [=picky] about her clothes/ 
friends. ■ You can’t be too choosy if you want a job right 
away. ■ We could afford to be as choosy as we wanted to be. 
'Chop /'tfa:p/ verb chops; chopped; chop-ping [+ obj] : to 
cut (something) into pieces by hitting it with the sharp edge 
of an ax, knife, etc. • She’s in the kitchen chopping vegeta¬ 
bles. ■ They chopped wood for the fireplace. — often used 
figuratively ■ They intend to chop [slower] prices for the sale. 
■ Our budget was chopped [=cut] in half. [=it is now half of 
what it was] 

chop and change Brit, informal : to keep changing your 
mind, your way of doing something, etc. • You have to 
make a decision and stick with it. You can’t chop and 
change all the time. 
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chop down [phrasal verb] chop (something) down or chop 
down (something) : to cut (a tree, bush, etc.) at the bottom 
so that it falls to the ground ■ He chopped the tree down. ■ 
She chopped down some thick grape vines. 
chop off [phrasal verb] chop (something) off or chop off 
(something) : to remove (something) by cutting ■ She’d 
had her ponytail chopped off. ■ He used his knife to chop off 
a hunk of bread. 

chop up [phrasal verb] chop (something) up or chop up 
(something) : to cut (something) into small pieces ■ She 
chopped up the nuts and added them to the cookie dough. 

— chopped adi ■ two cups of chopped onions 
2 Chop noun, pi chops [count] 

1 : a small piece of meat that usually includes a bone from 
an animal’s side ■ lamb/pork chops 

2 a : the act of hitting something with the sharp edge of an 
ax, knife, etc. ■ He cut off the branch with a single chop, b 
: the act of hitting someone or something with the side of 
your hand ■ He broke the boards with a karate chop. 

for the chop Brit, informal — used to say that someone is 
going to lose a job or that something is being stopped or 
canceled ■ More than 100 jobs are for the chop. l=are going/ 
likely to be eliminated] ■ social programs that are for the 
chop [ss{US) on the chopping block] 
get the chop Brit, informal : to lose your job ■ The employ¬ 
ees with less experience got the chop. [=were fired; got the 
ax] 

give (someone) the chop Brit, informal : to take someone’s 
job away ■ His boss gave him the chop. [=his boss fired him; 
his boss gave him the ax] 

Chop-Chop /,tfa:p'tfa:p/ inter), informal — used to tell 
someone to hurry ■ Let’s go! Chop-chopl 
chop house /'tJ'a:p,haus/ noun, pi ~ hous-es [count] 
chiefly US, informal : a restaurant that serves steaks, chops, 
and other meats — compare steak house 
Chopped liver noun [noncount] US slang : someone or 
something that is not important or appealing ■ “Wow, she’s 
gorgeous!” “And what am I . . . chopped liver?" 
chop-per noun, pi -pers 

1 [count] : someone or something that chops something ■ a 
food/wood chopper 

2 [count] informal : helicopter ■ The sound of choppers 
filled the sky. • a chopper pilot 

3 [count] chiefly US, informal : a motorcycle that has a front 
wheel which is farther forward than the handlebars — called 
also chopper bike 

4 choppers [plural] chiefly US slang : teeth ■ The dentist 
checked my choppers and said they look fine. 

Chopping block noun, pi ~ blocks [count] US : a hard 
wooden block on which things (such as meat, wood, or vege¬ 
tables) are chopped or cut — compare cutong board 
on the chopping block informal : likely to be fired, re¬ 
moved, etc. ■ There were several government programs on 
the chopping block. [=several government programs that 
were going to be cut/eliminated] 

Chopping board noun, pi ~ boards [count] chiefly Brit 
: cutting board 

Chop-py /'tfa:pi/ adj chop-pi-er; -est 

1 : rough with small waves ■ The lake was choppy. ■ choppy 
conditions/seas/waters 

2 : marked by sudden stops and starts : not connected 
smoothly ■ She tended to write in short choppy sentences. ■ 
The video appeared choppy and jerky. ■ He walked with 
quick choppy strides. 

— chop-pi-ness noun [noncount] 

Chops /'tfcnps/ noun [plural] 

1 a : the part of an animal’s face that covers the jaws ■ The 
dog was licking its chops, b informal : a person’s jaw • I’m 
going to break/bust your chops if you do that again. — often 
used figuratively ■ My brother likes to bust my chops. [=he 
teases me; he criticizes me in a playful way] 

2 chiefly US, informal : skill or excellence in a particular 
field or activity (such as acting or playing music) • It’s a chal¬ 
lenging role that will give him a chance to show off his acting 
chops. [=to show his talents as an actor] 

lick your chops see ‘lick 

Chop-Stick /'tfa:p,stik/ noun, pi -sticks [count] : either one 
of a pair of thin sticks that are used especially by people in 
Asia to pick up and eat food 

Chop SU-ey /,(J'a:p'su:wi/ noun [noncount] : a combination 
of vegetables and meat or fish that is served with rice 
Chop suey is mainly served in Chinese restaurants and was 


probably invented in the U.S. by 
Chinese immigrants to suit Ameri¬ 
can tastes. 

cho-ral /'koral/ adj : of or relat¬ 
ing to a choir or chorus ■ a choral 
group • choral singing : sung by a 
choir or chorus • choral music 
Cho-rale /ks'rael, Brit ko'rail/ 
noun, pi -rales [count] 

1 : a song that is sung in a church 
service by a large group of singers 

2 : a chorus or choir 
1 chord /'koa-d/ noun, pi chords [count] : a group of three or 

more musical notes that are played or sung at the same time 

— compare 2 chord 

2 Chord noun, pi chords [count] mathematics : a straight line 
that joins two points on a curve 

strike/touch a chord 4- If something strikes/touches a chord 
in/with you, you think that it is true and have strong feel¬ 
ings about it. • Her comments about political corruption 
clearly struck a chord with many voters. 

— compare ‘chord 

Chore /'tfoa/ noun, pi chores [count] 

1 : a small job that is done regularly ■ The children were 
each assigned different household chores. ■ farm chores ■ I 
liked the simple chore of bringing in the firewood. 
synonyms see ‘task 

2 : a dull, unpleasant, or difficult job or experience • Doing 
taxes can be a real chore. • That movie is a chore to sit 
through. 

ChO-reO-graph /'korija.grcef, Brit 'kprij3,gra:f/ verb 
-graphs; -graphed; -graph-ing [+ obj] : to decide how a 
dancer or group of dancers will move during a performance 
■ She was hired to choreograph the ballet routines. — often 
used figuratively • He carefully choreographed the meeting. 
[=he arranged the details of the meeting very carefully] • The 
group had choreographed all aspects of the banquet. 

— cho-re-og-ra-pher /.kori'ergrafa/ noun, pi -phers 
[count] 

ChO-re-Og-ra-phy /,kori'a:gr3fi/ noun [noncount] : the art 
or job of deciding how dancers will move in a performance ■ 
She studied choreography. ■ He has an interest in choreogra¬ 
phy. ; also : the movements that are done by dancers in a per¬ 
formance ■ a show with excellent choreography 

— cho-re-o-graph-ic /,korij3'gr£efik/ adj 
Cho-ris-ter /'korasta/ noun, pi -ters [count] : a singer in a 

choir 

ChO-ri-ZO /tfa'riizou/ noun, pi -ZOS [count, noncount] : a 
spicy pork sausage 

Chor-tle /'tfo3*1/ verb chor*tles; chor-tled; chor-tling 

: to laugh because you are amused or pleased by something 
[no obj] She chortled [-chuckled] with delight. [+ obj] He 
chortled, “You’re going to love this.” 

— chortle noun, pi chortles [count] • The gift was received 
with chortles of delight. 

1 cho-rus /'koras/ noun, pi -rushes [count] 

1 a : a group of singers and dancers in an ancient Greek 
play who take part in or talk about the things that are hap¬ 
pening on stage b ; a group of singers and dancers in a 
modem play, musical show, etc. C : a large group of singers 
: CHOIR 

2 a : a part of a song that is repeated between verses : re¬ 
frain b : a piece of music that is sung by a large group of 
singers ■ Handel’s “Hallelujah Chorus ” 

3 a : a sound made by many people or animals at the same 
time ■ We awoke to a chorus of birdsong. • The announce¬ 
ment was met by a loud chorus of boos. [=people booed 
when they heard the announcement] b : a group of people 
or animals that are all heard at the same time ■ The Presi¬ 
dent’s policies have been questioned by a growing chorus of 
critics. ■ a chorus of frogs 

in chorus : all together : all at the same time ■ The phones 
in the room rang in chorus. 

2 choruS verb -ruses; -rused; -rus-ing [+ obj ] : to say 

(something) all together : to say (something) in chorus ■ The 
class chorused “Good morning!” 

Chorus girl noun, pi •—■ girls [count] : a girl or young wom¬ 
an who sings or dances in a chorus 
Chose past tense of choose 
1 Chosen past participle of choose 

2 ChO-Sen /'tfouzrj/ adj : selected to do or receive something 
special ■ Only the/a chosen few will get to go on the trip. 
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[=only a few people will get to go] 

1 ChOW /'tfau/ noun [noncount] informal : food 1 ■ Ample 
chow will be available. • Let’s grab some chow. 

2 chow verb chows; chowed; chow-ing 

chow down [phrasal verb] US, informal : EAT 1 • It’s time to 
chow down. — often + on • The kids chowed down on ham¬ 
burgers and french fries. 

chow chow /'tfao,tfau/ noun, pi ~ chows [count] : a type 
of dog that has thick fur and a short curled tail — called also 
chow 

choW'der /'tfauda-/ noun, pi -ders [count, noncount] : a 
thick soup or stew made of seafood or corn with potatoes 
and onions and milk or tomatoes • a bowl of clam chowder 
chow-der-head /'tfauda^hed/ noun, pi -heads [count] US, 
informal : a stupid person • Any chowderhead [= idiot, knuck¬ 
lehead] could have told you the answer. 

— chowd-er-head-ed /'tfauda^hedad/ adj [more most 
-] 

chow-hound /'tfai^haund/ noun, pi -hounds [count] US, 
informal : a person who likes to eat ■ My dad doesn’t eat 
much, but my brother is a real chowhound. [=a big eater] 
ChOW mein /tfao'mein/ noun [noncount] : a combination of 
meat, mushrooms, and vegetables with fried noodles that is 
served in Chinese restaurants in the U.S. — compare lo 
MEIN 

Christ /'kraist/ noun [singular]: jesus Christ 

— Christ-like /'kraist,laik/ adj — Christ-ly adj 
Chris-ten /'krisn/ verb chris-tens; chris-tened; chris¬ 
ten-ing [+obj] 

1 : to baptize (someone) ■ He was christened when he was 
three months old. 

2 a : to name (someone) at baptism ■ They christened the 
baby Anna, b : to officially give (something, such as a ship) 
a name in a ceremony that often involves breaking a bottle 
of champagne ■ The politician was chosen to christen a new 
ship. C : to give (someone or something) a nickname or an 
unofficial title ■ The newspaper has christened her as the 
reigning Queen of Tennis. 

3 : to use something for the first time ■ They christened the 
new ball park with a win. 

ChriS-ten-dom /'krisndam/ noun [noncount] 

1 : people who are Christians 

2 : the part of the world where most people are Christians — 
sometimes used in the old-fashioned phrase in all of Chris¬ 
tendom ■ You will not find a better man in all of Christendom, 
[-anywhere] 

chris-ten-ing /’krisanii]/ noun, pi -ings [count] 

1 : the ceremony of baptizing and naming a child • The 
whole family was invited to the christening. 

2 : the official ceremony in which something (such as a ship) 
is named ■ a ship’s christening 

1 ChriS-tian / , kristf3n/«oM« I p/-tians [count] : a person who 
believes in the teachings of Jesus Christ 

2 Christian adj 

1 : of or relating to Jesus Christ or the religion based on his 
teachings • Christian scriptures ■ Christian ethics ■ a Christian 
burial 

2 : of, relating to, or being Christians • a Christian country • 
a Christian household ■ Many of my friends are Christian. 

3 [more most ~]: treating other people in a kind and gen¬ 
erous way ■ He showed a very Christian concern for others. 

Christian era noun [noncount] : the time starting from the 
birth of Jesus Christ — abbr. CE 
Chris-ti-an-i-ty /jknstfi'zenati/ noun [noncount] : the reli¬ 
gion that is based on the teachings of Jesus Christ 
Christian name noun, pi ~ names [count] : a person’s 
first name : the name given to a person when the person is 
bom or christened ■ Her Christian name is Anna. 
Christ-mas /‘krismas/ noun, pi -mas-es : a Christian holi- 
day that is celebrated on December 25 in honor of the birth 
of Jesus Christ or the period of time that comes before and 
after this holiday [noncount] We’re spending Christmas with 
my parents, [count] We had a very happy Christmas this 
year. ■ I wish you all a merry Christmas. — often used before 
another noun ■ a Christmas present ■ She finished her Christ¬ 
mas shopping. ■ What are you serving for Christmas dinner? • 
the rush of the Christmas season [=the time of year when 
people are getting ready for Christmas] 

Christmas cake noun, pi ~ cakes [count, noncount] Brit 
: a cake that contains nuts and fruits and that is served at 
Christmas 


Christmas card noun, pi ~ cards [count] : a greeting 
card sent at Christmastime 

Christmas carol noun, pi ~ -ols [count]: 'carol 
Christmas cracker noun, pi ~ -ers [count] Brit : a paper 
tube that has a toy or other small object inside it and makes 
a loud sound when its ends are pulled apart 
Christmas Day noun, pi ~ Days [count, noncount] : the 
day on which Christmas is celebrated : December 25 
Christmas Eve noun, pi ~ Eves [count, noncount] : the 
day before Christmas : December 24 
Christmas pudding noun, pi ~ -dings [count] Brit 

: PLUM PUDDING 

Christmas stocking noun, pi ~ -ings [count] : stock¬ 
ing 3 

Christ-mas-sy also Christ-masy /'krismasi/ adj [more 
most ~]: typical of or suitable for Christmas ■ The house 
looks more Christmassy now that the decorations are up. 
Christ-mas-time /'krismas^aim/ noun [noncount] : the 
time of year when people get ready for and celebrate Christ¬ 
mas : Christmas day and the days and weeks before it • It’s 
fun to be in a large city at Christmastime. [=during the 
Christmas season] 

Christmas tree noun, pi ~ trees [count] : an evergreen 
tree that is decorated in people's houses at Christmastime ■ 
We hung the lights on the Christmas tree. 

ChrO-mat-IC /krou'mastik/ adj, music : of or relating to a 
musical scale that has all semitones • chromatic harmonies/ 
notes ■ the chromatic scale — compare diatonic 

— chro-mat-i-cal-ly /krou'mastikli/ adv 

Chrome /'kroum/ noun [noncount] : a type of metal that is 
used to cover other metals in order to make them shiny 
chro-mi-um /'kroumijam/ noun [noncount] : a blue-white 
metallic element that is combined with other metals and 
used to cover other metals with a shiny surface 
chro-mo-some /'kroumajsoom/ noun, pi -somes [count] 
: the part of a cell that contains the genes which control how 
an animal or plant grows and what it becomes 

— chro-mo-som-al /(krouma'soumal/ adj ■ a test to detect 
chromosomal abnormalities 

Chron-iC /'krainik/ adj 

1 medical : continuing or occurring again and again for a 
long time ■ a chronic disease ■ He suffers from chronic arthri¬ 
tis/pain. ■ chronic health problems — compare acute 

2 a : happening or existing frequently or most of the time ■ 
chronic [=habitual] lateness ■ a chronic need for attention ■ 
Inflation has become a chronic condition in the economy. ■ 
chronic warfare b : always or often doing something speci¬ 
fied ■ He is a chronic complainer/grumbler. [=he complains/ 
grumbles all the time] ■ a chronic gambler/offender 

3 Brit, informal : very bad ■ Don’t bother seeing that film— 
it’s chronic. 

— chron-i-cal-ly /'krainikli/ adv • She has a chronically bad 
knee. ■ He is chronically short of money. 

chronic fatigue syndrome noun [noncount] medical 
: an illness that makes you feel very tired for a very long 
time and that often includes other symptoms such as head¬ 
aches and weakness — abbr. CFS 
1 Chron-i-Cle /'krcr.nikal/ noun, pi -i-cles [count] : a descrip¬ 
tion of events in the order that they happened : history • 
early medieval chronicles ■ a chronicle of the American Civil 
War ■ a chronicle of the President’s years in office 
2 chronicle verb -icles; -i-cled; -i-cling [+ obj] : to describe 
a series of events in the order that they happened ■ The book 
chronicles the events that led to the American Civil War. ■ 
She intends to chronicle the broad social changes that have 
occurred in this part of the country. ■ a magazine that chron¬ 
icles the lives of the rich and famous 

— chron-i-cler noun, pi -clers [count] 
chro-no-graph /'kraina.grasf/ noun, pi -graphs [count] 

: a device (such as a stopwatch) that is used for measuring 
and recording time in a very exact way 
chro-no-log-i-cal /jkraina'laicfcikal/ adj 

1 : arranged in the order that things happened or came to be 
• His art is displayed in roughly chronological order. - a chro¬ 
nological account of their trip ■ a chronological list/table 

2 : using time as a measurement • His chronological age is 
five, but his mental age is three. [=he is five years old but he 
thinks and behaves like a three-year-old] 

— chron-o-iog-i-cal-ly Akra.na'lcr.cfeikli/ adv ■ The book 
treats the subject chronologically. ■ The events were dis¬ 
cussed chronologically. 
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Chro-nol-O-gy /kre'nailgtfei/ noun, pi -gies 

1 a [ noncount ] : the order in which a series of events hap¬ 
pened • We tried to reconstruct the chronology of the acci¬ 
dent. b [count] : a record of the order in which a series of 
events happened ■ The book provides a chronology of the 
events leading up to the American Civil War. 

2 [noncount] : a science that deals with measuring time and 
finding out when events happened 

Chro*nom-e«ter /krg'naimgta*/ noun, pi -ters [count] : a 
watch or clock that measures time very exactly 
chrys-a-lis /'krisalas/ noun, pi chry-saM-ses also chrys- 
a-lid-es /kn's£el3,di:z/ [count] biology 

1 : a moth or butterfly at the stage of growth when it is turn¬ 
ing into an adult and is enclosed in a hard case 

2 : a hard case that protects a moth or butterfly while it is 
turning into an adult — compare ’cocoon 1 

Chry-san-the-mum /kn'ssnQamam/ noun, pi -mums 
[count] : a plant that has brightly colored flowers and that is 
often grown in gardens; also : the flower of this plant — 
called also (US) mum; see color picture on page C6 
chub-by /'tf Abi/ adj chub-bi-er; -est : somewhat fat ■ He 
was always chubby as a child. ■ a baby with chubby [-plump, 
full] cheeks 

— chub-bi-ness /'tfAbinas/ noun [noncount] 

1 chuck /'tfAk / verb chucks; chucked; chucking [+ obj\ 
informal 

1 : to throw or toss (something) ■ Someone chucked a snow¬ 
ball at me. ■ She chucked the papers into the wastebasket. 

2 : to get rid of (something) ■ You can save some of it, but 
chuck the rest. — sometimes + out • She finally chucked out 
her old college notebooks. — see also chuck out (below) 

3 : to give up (something) ■ He decided to chuck [=abandon . 
leave] his career/job. — often + in ■ He grew tired of his job 
and decided to just chuck it (all) in. [=quit, give it up] 

4 : to touch or tap (someone) in a light and gentle way ■ He 
affectionately chucked her under the chin. 

chuck out [phrasal verb] chuck (someone) out or chuck out 
(someone) : to force (someone) to leave ■ If they don’t pay 
their rent, the landlord will have to chuck them out. ■ He 
was chucked out of the bar for being too noisy. — see also 
’chuck 2 (above) 

2 chuck noun, pi chucks 

1 [noncount] : a piece of beef that comes from the area of a 
cow’s neck and shoulders «I’ll get some chuck for dinner. ■ a 
chuck roast 

2 [count] : a part of a machine that holds something so that it 
does not move ■ To remove the drill bit, loosen the chuck. 

— see picture at carpentry 

chuck-hole /'tf Ak,houl/ noun, pi -holes [count] US : a hole 
in a road : pothole 

chuck-le /'tfAkJ/ verb chuck-les; chuck-led; chuck-ling 

[no obj] : to laugh in a quiet way ■ She chuckled at the mem¬ 
ory of what he had said. 

— chuckle noun, pi chuckles [count] • I got a chuckle out 
of the joke. ■ He said it with a chuckle. = He gave a chuckle 
when he said it. 

chuck-le-head /'tf Akl,hcd/ noun, pi -heads [count] US, in¬ 
formal : a stupid person ■ Who was the chucklehead [=idiot\ 
who came up with this idea? 

— chuck-le-head-ed /'tfAkhhedgd/ adj [more most ~] ■ 
He made a chuckleheaded decision. 

chuck wagon noun, pi ~ -ons [count] US, old-fashioned 
: a wagon carrying a stove and food for cooking for a group 
of people (such as cowboys) 

Chuffed /'tfAft/ adj [more most ~] Brit, informal : very 
pleased : delighted ■ She’s (feeling) quite/very chuffed. 
1 Chug /'tf Ag/ verb, always followed by a preposition or adverb 
chugs; chugged; chug-ging [no obj] : to move or go 
while making a sound like the engine on a train ■ The train 
chugged up the hill. ■ The boats were chugging across the bay. 
■ The car chugged down the street. — sometimes used figura¬ 
tively ■ Business is chugging along quite nicely. — compare 
2 chug 

2 chug verb chugs; chugged; chugging [+ obj] US, infor¬ 
mal : to drink all the beer, soda, etc., in a can or bottle with¬ 
out stopping ■ He chugged a few beers at the party. 

— compare ’chug 

chug-a-lug /'tfAg^Ug/ verb -lugs; -lugged; -lug-ging [+ 

obj] US, informal : 2 CHUG ■ He chugalugged a few beers. 
1 Chum /'tfAm/ noun, pi chums [count] informal + old- 
fashioned : a close friend ■ They were talking together like a 
couple of old chums. [=pals] — compare 3 chum 


2 chum verb chums; chummed; chum-ming [noobj] chief¬ 
ly US, informal : to spend time with someone as a friend — 
usually + around ■ a politician who is often seen chumming 
around [spoiling around] with celebrities 
chum up [phrasal verb] Brit, informal : to become friendly 
— often + to ■ businessmen chumming up to [=(US) buddy¬ 
ing up to] politicians to get their support 

— compare 4 chum 

3 Chum noun [noncount] : pieces of fish thrown off a boat as 
bait to attract other fish — compare ’chum 
4 chum verb chums; chummed; chum-ming [no obj] US 
: to throw pieces of fish off a boat as bait to attract other fish 

— often + for ■ They were chumming for sharks, [^throwing 
chum into the water to attract sharks] — compare 2 chum 

chum-my /'tfAmi/ adj chum-mi-er; -est [also more 
most ~] informal + old-jashioned : very friendly • She was 
getting chummy with the reporters. 

Chump /'tfAmp/ noun, pi chumps [count] informal : a per¬ 
son who is easy to trick : a stupid or foolish person ■ Don’t 
be a chump. 

Chump change noun [noncount] US, informal : a small 
amount of money : an amount of money that is not impor¬ 
tant or impressive ■ His share of the profits was chump 
change. [=his share of the profits was not very big] 

Chunk /'tfAijk/ noun,pi chunks [count] 

1 : a thick piece of something ■ She cut the fruit into large 
chunks. ■ chunks of meat/ice/wood/pineapple 

2 somewhat informal: a large amount or part of something ■ 
She spends a good chunk of her day on the phone. ■ He de¬ 
voted a large chunk of time to the project. ■ (US) He spent a 
big/hefty chunk of change [=a lot of money] on that car. 

chunky /'tfAijki/ adj chunk-i-er; -est 

1 : heavy, thick, and solid ■ She wore chunky earrings. ■ The 
shoes have chunky heels. 

2 a : somewhat fat ■ She was a bit chunky [-chubby, over¬ 
weight] as a child, b : having a short and strong body ■ an 
athlete with a chunky build ■ a chunky [=stocky] defensive 
lineman 

3 : full of chunks : containing many solid pieces ■ chunky 
peanut butter 

church /'tf^tf/ noun, pi church-es 

1 a [count] : a building that is used for Christian religious 
services ■ This is the oldest church in town. • They would like 
to be married in a church. — often used before another noun 
• church bells/weddings/services b [noncount] : religious 
services held in a church ■ They go to church [=attend 
church services] every Sunday. • I didn’t see you at/in church 
last Sunday. 

2 or Church [count] : a particular Christian group ■ He is a 
member of the Catholic/Baptist/Anglican Church. • What 
church do you belong to? 

3 [noncount] : the Christian religion seen as an organization 
: the institution of the Christian religion ■ the church’s atti¬ 
tude toward divorce ■ the separation of church and state 

church-go-er /'tf^tfigowa/ noun, pi -ers [count]: someone 
who regularly goes to church 

— church*go*ing adj ■ churchgoing people — church¬ 
going noun [noncount] • a decline in churchgoing 

church-man /'tfa-tfman/ noun, pi -men [count] 

1 : a man who is a priest, minister, etc. : clergyman 

2 : a man who is a member of a church 
Church of England noun 

the Church of England : the official state church in En¬ 
gland 

church-war-den / , tfa i tfiWoa , dn/ noun, pi -dens [count] 
Brit : someone who is in charge of the property and money 
of an Anglican church 

church-wom-an /’tfatf,wum3n/ noun, pi -wom-en 

/-,wim9n/ [count] : a woman who is a member of a church 
church-yard / , tfa‘tfijaa , d/ noun, pi -yards [count] : a piece 
of land that belongs to and is usually close to a church and 
that is often used as a place to bury people 
churl-ish /'tfa*lij"/ adj [more most ~] formal : not polite 
: rude • It would be/seem churlish not to congratulate him. 
■ churlish behavior 

1 churn /'If an/ verb chums; churned; churning 

1 : to stir or mix something (such as water or mud) with 
force [+ obj] The motorboats churned the water. — often + 
up • The horse’s hooves churned up the sod. [no obj] The wa¬ 
ter churned all around us. 

2 [no obj] : to move in a circle : turn ■ The wheels/gears be¬ 
gan to slowly chum. 
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3 [+ obj]: to make (butter) by stirring or shaking cream in a 
chum ■ He showed them how to chum butter. 

4 [no obj ] : to experience a lot of confused activity ■ My 
mind was churning as I tried to think of what to say. ■ Her 
emotions were churning inside her. If your stomach 
churns or something churns your stomach, you feel sick 
from nervousness, disgust, etc. ■ Just thinking about the test 
made my stomach chum. • The violence in the movie 
churned my stomach. 

churn out [phrasal verb ] churn out (something) or churn 
(something) out informal + often disapproving : to produce 
(something, especially something of low quality) quickly 
as part of a continuous process ■ He chums out [=grinds 
out ] a new novel every year. ■ the latest graduates churned 
out by the college 

2 Churn noun, pi churns [count] : a container in which cream 
is stirred or shaken to make butter 
Chute /'Ju.-t/ noun, pi chutes [count] 

1 : a narrow tube or passage that things and people go down 
or through ■ She dropped the towels into the laundry chute. ■ 
a mail chute ■ children sliding down a water chute ■ The ski¬ 
ers came racing down the chute. 

2 informal : 'parachute ■ His chute opened automatically. 
out of the chute US, informal : since the very beginning ■ 

He was successful (right) out of the chute. 
chut-ney /'tfAtni/ noun, pi -neys [count, noncount]: a thick 
sauce that is made from fruits, vinegar, sugar, and spices 
chutz-pah /'hutspa/ noun [noncount] approving : personal 
confidence or courage that allows someone to do or say 
things that may seem shocking to others ■ It took a lot of 
chutzpah [-nerve] to stand up to him the way she did. 

CIA abbr Central Intelligence Agency • The group is being in¬ 
vestigated by the CIA. ■ a CIA agent The Central Intelli¬ 
gence Agency is a part of the U.S. federal government that is 
responsible for collecting information about other countries 
or foreign groups. 

ciao /'tfau/ interj, informal: ‘goodbye — usually spoken ■ 
"See you later.” "Ciao." 

ci-ca-da /sa'keida, sa'kcuda/ noun, pi -das [count] : a large 
insect The male cicada makes a loud, high-pitched sound. 
— see color picture on page CIO 
ci*der /'saida-/ noun, pi -ders [count, noncount] : a drink 
made from apples ■ a cup of apple cider In U.S. English, ci¬ 
der when used by itself usually refers to a drink that does not 
contain alcohol. In British English, cider refers to an alcohol¬ 
ic drink, which is usually called "hard cider” in U.S. English. 
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Cider vinegar noun [noncount] : a type of vinegar that is 
made from apple cider 

cig /'sig/ noun, pi cigs [count] informal : cigareite 
ci-gar /si'gaa 1 / noun, pi -gars 
[count] : a roll of tobacco 

leaves that is longer and 

thicker than a cigarette and 

that is smoked 

close but no cigar see 

2 close 

cig-a-rette Asiga'ret/ noun, 
pi -rettes [count] : a small 
roll of paper that is filled with 

cut tobacco and smoked ■ a pack of cigarettes — often used 
before another noun ■ a cigarette butt/holder/lighter ■ ciga¬ 
rette smoke 

Cigarette paper noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a small, thin 
piece of paper that is used for making a cigarette 
cig-gie or cig*gy /'sigi/ noun, pi -gies [count] Brit, informal 
: CIGARETrE 

ci-lan-tro /si'lcr.ntrou, si'lsentrou/ noun [noncount] US 
: leaves of the coriander plant that are used in cooking espe¬ 
cially in Asian and Mexican food — see color picture on 
page C6 

C in C abbr commander in chief 
1 cinch /'sintf/ noun, pi cinch-es 

1 [singular] informal : something that is very easy to do * This 
recipe is a cinch. ■ This dish is a cinch to make. 

2 [singular] chiefly US, informal — used to say that some¬ 
thing will certainly happen or that someone will easily do 
something ■ It’s a cinch that he’ll win the election. = He’s a 
cinch to win the election. 

3 [count] US : a strap that holds a saddle on a horse 
2 cinch verb cinches; cinched; cinctving [+ obj] US 

1 : to fasten (something, such as a belt or strap) tightly 


around someone or something ■ He cinched his belt. • The 
coat is cinched at the waist. ■ The rider cinched the saddle. 

2 informal : to make (something) certain to happen ■ The 
candidate cinched the nomination by winning the major pri¬ 
mary elections. ■ The home run cinched the victory. 

Cinco de Mayo Asiokouda'majou/ noun [noncount] US : a 
Mexican and Mexican-American holiday on May 5 that cele¬ 
brates the Mexican army’s victory over the French in 1862 

cin-der /'sind &/ noun, pi -ders [count] : a very small piece 
of burned material (such as wood or coal) ■ Cinders from the 
campfire floated through the air. ■ The house was burned to 
a cinder. [=was completely destroyed by fire] 

Cinder block noun, pi ~ blocks [count] US : a block that 
is made of cement and coal cinders and that is used in build¬ 
ing — called also (Brit) breeze-block 
Cin*der*eMa /.sinda'rete/ noun, pi -las [count] 4- Cinder¬ 
ella is the name of a girl in a fairy tale who is treated badly by 
her stepmother and stepsisters but who manies a prince in 
the end. 

1 : someone or something that is ignored but that deserves 
attention or credit ■ a company that is the Cinderella of the 
computer industry 

2 chiefly US : someone or something (such as a sports team) 
that is not expected to do well but that succeeds or wins in a 
very exciting way ■ The team is the Cinderella of the tourna¬ 
ment. — often used before another noun • a Cinderella team 
that surprisingly took the championship ■ Their win was a 
classic Cinderella story. 

cin-e*ma /'sinama/ noun, pi -mas 

1 [noncount] a : the film industry ■ She had a long career in 
(the) cinema, b : the art or technique of making movies ■ a 
student of French cinema 

2 [count] chiefly Brit: a movie theater ■ We drove by the cin¬ 
ema to see what was playing. ■ They are going to the cinema 
[=(US) going to the movies] tonight. 

Cin*e-mat-iC /.sina'maetik/ adj : of or relating to movies ■ a 
common cinematic [=film] technique ■ the actor’s first cine¬ 
matic [-movie] role ■ a director who has produced some 
great cinematic moments 

— cin*e>mat-i-cal-ly Asina'msetikli/ adv • Cinematically, 
the film was excellent, but it failed at the box office. 

Cin*e-ma*tOg-ra-phy Asinama'taigrafi/ noun [noncount] 
: the art, process, or job of filming movies : motion-picture 
photography ■ The film’s cinematography is breathtaking. ■ 
Who did the cinematography for this film? 

— cin«e-ma-tog-ra«pher Asinama'taigrofa'/ noun, pi 
-phers [count] ■ He was one of the best cinematographers 
in the movie industry. 

Cin*na-mon /'sinaman/ noun [noncount] : a sweet spice 
made from the bark of an Asian tree and used in cooking 
and baking ■ two teaspoons of cinnamon — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ a cinnamon roll/stick 

cipher also chiefly Brit cy*pher /'saifa 1 / noun, pi -phers 

1 technical : a way of changing a message to keep it secret 
: CODE [count] a cipher that can’t be decoded [noncount] 
The message was written in cipher. [=the message was coded] 

2 [count] formal + disapproving : a person who has no power 
or is not important ■ She was nothing more than a cipher. 

Cir-Ca /'scrka/ prep, formal : about or around ■ He was bom 
circa 1600. — abbr. c„ ca. 

cir-ca-di-an /sa^keidijan/ adj, always used before a noun, 
technical : relating to the regular changes in a person or 
thing that happen in 24-hour periods ■ circadian rhythms in 
activity 

1 Circle /'strkal/ noun, pi circles [count] 

1 a : a perfectly round shape : a line that is curved so that its 
ends meet and every point on the line is the same distance 
from the center ■ She drew a circle around the correct an¬ 
swer. — see picture at geometry b : a path that goes 
around a central point ■ She walked (around) in a circle. — 
often used figuratively ■ We’ve been walking/driving in cir¬ 
cles [=along the same path or course] for hours! ■ We’ve been 
trying to decide how to improve the system, but we just keep 
going around in circles. [=we are not making any progress 
toward making a decision] ■ I feel like I have been running 
around in circles with this project. ■ The company has come 
up with some new products that will run circles around the 
competition. [=that will be much better than the competi¬ 
tion; that will easily beat the competition] ■ Those little kids 
can ski circles around me. [=can ski much better than I can] 

— see also full circle, traffic circle, vicious cir¬ 
cle, WINNER’S CIRCLE 
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2 a : an arrangement of people or things that forms a circle ■ 
She arranged the stones in a circle. = She made a circle out 
of/with the stones. ■ a circle of stones ■ We formed a circle 
around the campfire, b : something that is shaped like part 
of a circle • He looked old and tired, with dark circles under 
his eyes. 

3 : a group of people who do something together, are 
friends, belong to the same profession, etc. ■ a sewing circle • 
She has a large/wide circle of friends. ■ the family circle [=the 
people in a family] ■ She is well-known in banking/literary/ 
professional/political circles. — see also charmed circle, 
INNER CIRCLE 

4 chiefly Brit : a balcony or upper level of seats in a theater 
2 circle verb circles; cir-cled; circling 

1 a : to form a circle around (something) [+ obj] There are 
trees circling [= encircling, surrounding our little house. ■ He 
circled his arms around his wife’s waist, [no obj\ His arms 
circled around his wife’s waist, b [+ obj] : to draw a circle 
around (something) ■ She circled the correct answer. 

2 : to move or go around (someone or something) in a circle 
[+ obj] The pilot circled the airport before landing. ■ We had 
to circle [=go around] the block again to find the house, [no 
obj] The hawk circled overhead. • The halfback circled to the 
left. ■ I circled back [= returned] to the house to get my brief¬ 
case. 

circle the/your wagons see wagon 
cir-clet /‘safclat/ noun, pi -clets [count] : a band made of 
metal, flowers, etc., that is usually worn on the head 
circuit /'s^kat/ noun.pl -cuits [count] 

1 : a series of performances, sports events, lectures, etc., that 
are held or done at many different places — usually singular 
■ She will be on a lecture circuit [=she will be traveling from 
place to place giving lectures] promoting her new book. ■ He 
is one of the most popular drivers on the (racing) circuit. ■ 
the women’s tennis circuit 

2 : a path or trip around something ■ It takes a year for the 
Earth to make one circuit around the sun. — often + of' She 
made a circuit of the museum. 

3 : the complete path that an electric current travels along • 
electric/electronic circuits ■ a 120-volt circuit — see also 
CLOSED-CIRCUIT, INTEGRATED CIRCUIT, PRINTED CIR¬ 
CUIT, SHORT CIRCUIT 

4 US, law a or Circuit: a legal district that is established 
within a state or within the federal judicial system ■ She was 
appointed chief judge for the circuit. ■ The case will be heard 
by a court in the Third Circuit, b Circuit: a court of ap¬ 
peals for a particular circuit in the federal judicial system ■ 
The Second Circuit ruled today against the plaintiff. 

circuit board noun, pi ~ boards [count] : a board that has 
many electrical circuits and that is used in a piece of elec¬ 
tronic equipment (such as a computer) 

Circuit breaker noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a switch that au¬ 
tomatically stops the flow of electricity to a place or device if 
the current becomes too strong or another dangerous prob¬ 
lem occurs 

circuit Court noun, pi ~ courts [count] US, law : a court of 
law that meets at two or more places within a particular area 
circuit judge noun, pi ~ judges [count] US, law : a judge 
who hears and tries cases in a circuit court 
Cir-CU-i-tOUS/sa^'kjuiwatas/fl^' [more most ~] formal 

1 : not straight, short, and direct ■ He took a circuitous 
[-roundabout] route to town. 

2 : not said or done simply or clearly ■ a circuitous explana¬ 
tion ■ Their logic seems a bit circuitous. 

- cir-cu-i-tous-ly adv 

Cir*CUit*ry /‘sa^otri/ noun [noncount] : a system or group of 
electric circuits ■ computer circuitry 
1 Cir«CU«lar /'s^kjala■/ adj 

1 [more most —]: shaped like a circle or part of a circle ■ a 
circular [= round] table ■ They have a circular driveway. 
[=their driveway is curved like part of a circle] ■ That planet 
has a more circular orbit than our planet does. 

2 : moving or going around in a circle ■ circular motion ■ A 
circular [= spiral] staircase leads up to the loft. 

3 [more most —] : incorrectly using a statement that may 
not be true to prove an idea or thought that would be false if 
the original statement was not true ■ He used circular logic/ 
reasoning/thinking. ■ a circular argument/explanation 

— cir*cu-lar-i*ty /.s^kja'lerati/ noun [noncount] • the circu¬ 
larity of her argument 

2 circular noun, pi -lars [count] : a printed sheet (such as an 
advertisement) that is given or sent to many people at the 


same time ■ According to the circular, eggs are on sale this 
week. 

Circular file noun, pi ~ files [count] US, informal + humor¬ 
ous : wastebasket ■ I tossed/threw his letter in the circular 
file. [=1 threw away his letter] 

Circular saw noun, pi ~ saws [count]: a tool used for cut¬ 
ting wood that has a sharp round blade which is spun quick¬ 
ly by a motor — see picture at carpentry 
cir*cu«late /'s<ricj3,leit/ verb -lates; -lat«ed; -lat*ing 

1 : to move without stopping though a system, place, etc. 
[no obj] Blood circulates through the body. ■ Steam circulates 
in the pipes. [+ obj] A pump circulates the water through the 
filter. ■ Fans circulate the air. 

2 a [no obj]: to go or spread from one person or place to an¬ 
other ■ Rumors are circulating around town. • The report cir¬ 
culated among the students, b [+ obj] : to cause (something) 
to go or spread from one person or place to another ■ Stories 
were circulated about mismanagement. ■ He is circulating a 
petition asking for a new election. 

3 [no obj] : to go from group to group at a party or social 
gathering in order to talk to different people • She circulated 
among her guests. 

cir«CU*la*tion /(S^kja'leijan/ noun.pl -tions 

1 [noncount] a : the movement of blood through the body 
that is caused by the pumping action of the heart • He has 
bad circulation in his legs. ■ The drug improves blood circula¬ 
tion. b : movement of air, water, etc., through the different 
parts of something ■ The attic has poor air circulation. ■ the 
circulation of ocean waters ■ Let’s open the windows to get 
some circulation in here. 

2 [noncount] : the act of passing something (such as money, 
information, etc.) from person to person or place to place ■ 
This memo is not meant for circulation. : the state of being 
passed from person to person or place to place ■ The coins 
have recently entered circulation. ■ That rumor has been in 
circulation [=has been going around] for a long time. • The 
magazine has been taken out of circulation. [=the magazine 
will no longer be made and sold] 

3 [noncount] : the state of being actively involved in social 
activities (such as parties or dates) ■ She’s finally getting back 
in/into circulation after her divorce. [=she has started dating 
and going out again after her divorce] ■ He’ll be out of circu¬ 
lation [=unable to go out socially] for a while after the sur¬ 
gery. 

4 [count] : the average number of copies of a newspaper, 
magazine, etc., that are sold over a particular period ■ The 
newspaper has the largest circulation in the country. ■ The 
magazine has a weekly circulation of about 70,000 subscrib¬ 
ers nationwide. 

Cir*CU«la*tO*ry /'satcjala^ori, Brit .saikja'leitri, 'saikjalatri/ 
adj, always used before a noun, medical : of or relating to the 
circulation of blood through the body ■ the circulatory sys¬ 
tem • circulatory failure/problems 
cir-cum-cise /'sa4c3in,saiz/ verb -cis*es; -cised; -cis-ing 
[+ obj] 

1 : to cut off the skin (called the foreskin) at the end of the 
penis of (a man or boy) — often used as (be) circumcised ■ 
He was circumcised in accordance with religious practice. 

2 : to cut off the clitoris or outer sexual organs of (a woman 
or girl) — often used as (be) circumcised ■ Most of the girls in 
the village were circumcised. 

— cir-cum-ci'Sion /'s^kan^siaan/ noun, pi -sions [non¬ 
count] Circumcision is an important rite in some religions. 
[count] How many circumcisions has he performed? 
cir-cum-fer*ence /sa-'kAmfrans/ noun, pi -enoes 

1 : the length of a line that goes around something or that 
makes a circle or other round shape [count] Calculate the 
circle’s circumference. ■ What is the circumference of the 
Earth at the equator? [noncount] The circle is 38 inches in 
circumference. — see picture at geometry 

2 [count] : the outer edge of a shape or area • The fence 
marks the circumference of the field. 

cir-cum-flex / , sa‘kam 1 flcks/ noun, pi -flex*es [count] : a 
mark ~ used in some languages (such as French) to show 
how a vowel should be pronounced 
Cir*Clim«IO"CU a tion /^a^camlou'kjujan/ noun, pi -tions 
formal : the use of many words to say something that could 
be said more clearly and directly by using fewer words 
[noncount] He was criticized for his use of circumlocution, 
[count] I’m trying to avoid circumlocutions in my writing. 
cir-cum-nav*i-gate Asa-kam'nseva^eit/ verb -gates; 
-gated; -gating [+ obj] formal : to travel all the way 


circumscribe • city 
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around (something) in a ship, airplane, etc. ■ The ship cir¬ 
cumnavigated the world. 

— cir*cum*nav*i*ga-tion /^aJcan^nseva'geiJan/ noun 
[count, noncount ] 

cir*cum*scribe /'saJcan^skraib/ verb -scribes; -scribed; 
-scrib-ing [+ obj\ 

1 formal: to limit the size or amount of (something) — usu¬ 
ally used as (be) circumscribed • His role as president was 
carefully circumscribed by the board. ■ plants that are found 
only in a circumscribed [= limited) area 

2 technical : to draw a shape around (another shape) • The 
circle is circumscribed by a square. 

Cir*CUm*spect /'saJcam.spekt/ adj [more —; most ~] formal 
: thinking carefully about possible risks before doing or say¬ 
ing something ■ They are circumspect [ -cautious ] in all their 
business dealings. 

— cir-cum-spec-tion /(SaJcam'spekJan/ noun [noncount] ■ 
a scholar known for her circumspection — cir-cum- 
spect-ly AaJcam,spektli/ adv 

cir»cum»stance / l sak3m,stiens/ noun, pi -stanc-es 

1 \count ]: a condition or fact that affects a situation ■ I can’t 
imagine a circumstance in/under which I would do that. — 
usually plural ■ If our business is to survive, we must be able 
to adapt to changing circumstances. ■ It is impossible under 
these circumstances to meet our deadline. ■ Do not, under 
any circumstances, open that door. = Under no circumstanc¬ 
es are you to open that door. [=no matter what happens, do 
not open that door] ■ Due to circumstances beyond our con¬ 
trol [=things that have happened that we cannot change or 
influence], the flight is canceled. ■ There is nothing we can do 
under the circumstances. [=in this specific situation] ■ Given 
the circumstances, I think we did well. [=when you consider 
how everything went, I think we did well] 

2 circumstances [plural]: the way something happens : the 
specific details of an event ■ The circumstances of his death 
are suspicious. 

3 : an event or situation that you cannot control [noncount] 
She says that her client is a victim of circumstance and 
should not be blamed for the accident, [plural] He was a vic¬ 
tim of circumstances. 

4 circumstances [plural]: the conditions in which someone 
lives ■ Their circumstances changed dramatically after she 
lost her job. ■ I don’t know anything about his financial cir¬ 
cumstances. [=about how much money he has] ■ They have 
been forced to live in reduced circumstances. [=to live with 
less money] 

pomp and circumstance see pomp 
Cir*CUm*Stan*tial /,saJcam'sUenJal/a<# [more most —] 

1 law : based on information which suggests that something 
is true but does not prove that it is true ■ The evidence is 
purely circumstantial. ■ The case against him is circumstan¬ 
tial. 

2 formal : providing or including the details of a particular 
situation or event ■ a circumstantial account of the meeting 

cir*cum*vent /,sa , kam'vent/ verb -vents; -vent-ed; 
-vent-ing [+ obj]formal: to avoid being stopped by (some¬ 
thing, such as a law or rule) : to get around (something) in a 
clever and sometimes dishonest way ■ We circumvented the 
problem by using a different program. ■ He found a way to 
circumvent the law. 

— cir-cunvven-tion /jsaJcam'venJan/ noun [noncount] ■ 
The circumvention of tax laws is illegal. 

cir-CUS /'sa-kas/ noun, pi -cus-es [count] 

1 ; a traveling show that is often performed in a tent and that 
typically includes trained animals, clowns, acrobats, etc. ■ He 
worked for a small circus. ■ We’re going to the circus. • She al¬ 
ways wanted to join the circus. [=to become a performer in a 
circus] — often used before another noun ■ circus clowns/ 
animals/performers 

2 informal: a situation or event that is very busy, lively, and 
confusing and that attracts a lot of attention — usually sin¬ 
gular ■ The town meeting quickly became a circus. ■ The trial 
has become a media circus. — see also three-ring circus 

3 Brit: a circular area where several streets meet — usually 
used in proper names ■ Piccadilly Circus in London 

4 : a large outdoor theater in ancient Rome where shows 
and sports events were held ■ the Circus Maximus 

cir-rho-sis /sa'rousas/ noun [noncount] medical : a serious 
disease of the liver that can be caused by drinking too much 
alcohol 

cir-rus /'siras/ noun [noncount] technical : a thin type of 
cloud that forms high in the sky 


Cissy Brit spelling of sissy 

ciS'tern Aista-n/ noun, pi -terns [count] : a container that 
holds a supply of water: such as a US : an underground 
container that is used for collecting and storing rainwater b 
Brit: a tank that holds the water for a toilet c Brit : a tank 
on the roof of a building that holds water for the building 
cit*a*del / , sit3dJ//ioM«,p/-dels [count]: a castle or fort that 
in past times was used to protect the people of a city if the 
city was attacked ■ We visited a medieval citadel in Italy. — 
often used figuratively ■ The magazine has become a citadel 
[=.stronghold] of liberalism/conservatism. ■ the citadels of 
power In the U.S., The Citadel is the name of a well- 
known military college, 
ci-ta-tion /sai'teijan/ noun, pi -tions [count] 

1 US : an official order to appear before a court of law 
: summons ■ He was issued a citation. • He received a cita¬ 
tion for reckless driving. 

2 : a formal public statement that praises a person for doing 
something good or brave ■ gave her a citation for bravery 

3 : a line or short section taken from a piece of writing or a 
speech ■ She includes citations [-quotations] from the article 
in her report. 

cite /'sait/ verb cites; cit-ed; cit-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to write or say the words of (a book, author, etc.) 

: QUOTE ■ The article cites several experts on the subject. 

2 : to mention (something) especially as an example or to 
support an idea or opinion ■ The museum had often been cit¬ 
ed as an example of successful fund-raising. ■ He cited evi¬ 
dence suggesting she was in the area when the crime was 
committed. 

3 law : to order (someone) to appear before a court of law ■ 
She was cited for reckless driving. 

4 : to officially and publicly honor (someone) for something 
done ■ She was cited for bravery. 

citizen /'sitazan/ noun, pi -zens [count] 

1 : a person who legally belongs to a country and has the 
rights and protection of that country ■ She was a United 
States citizen but lived most of her life abroad. ■ a group of 
Japanese citizens ■ I’ve been treated like a second-class citi¬ 
zen. [=someone who is not given the same rights as other 
people] 

2 : a person who lives in a particular place ■ the citizens of 
Boston — see also senior citizen 

0it*i-zen • ry /'sitazanri/ noun, pi -ries [count] formal : all the 
citizens of a place — usually singular * an educated citizenry 

■ the citizenry of Boston 

Citizen’s arrest noun, pi ~ -rests [count] : an arrest made 
by a citizen rather than by the police 
Citizens band noun [noncount] : cb 
cit*i-zen-ship /'sitazan Jip/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the fact or status of being a citizen of a particular place ■ 
She applied for Polish citizenship. ■ He was granted U.S. citi¬ 
zenship. * the rights of citizenship ■ She has dual citizenship. 
[=she is a citizen of two countries] 

2 : the qualities that a person is expected to have as a re¬ 
sponsible member of a community * The students are learn¬ 
ing the value of good citizenship. • She is an example of what 
true citizenship is all about. [=her behavior is an example of 
how a good citizen should act] 

cit*ric acid /'sitrik-/ noun [noncount] : an acid that occurs 
naturally in the juices of oranges, lemons, limes, etc., and 
that can also be made from sugar 
cit*ron /'sitran/ noun, pi -rons [count] : a fruit that is like a 
large lemon 

cit-roneMa /iSitra'ncla/ noun [noncount] : an oil that 
smells somewhat like lemons and that is used in candles, 
lamps, etc., to keep bugs away ■ a citronella candle 
Cit-rus /'sitras/ noun, pi citrus or cit*rus>es [count] : a 
juicy fruit (such as an orange, grapefruit, or lemon) that has 
a thick skin and that comes from a tree or shrub that grows 
in warm areas — often used before another noun ■ citrus 
trees/fruits/farmers 

— cit-rusy /'sitrasi/ adj [more most ~] ■ a citrusy flavor 
city /'siti/ noun, pi cit-ies 

1 [count] : a place where people live that is larger or more 
important than a town : an area where many people live and 
work * major/big cities like London, Tokyo, and Rome ■ an¬ 
cient/modem cities ■ the city of Boston ■ city dwellers/streets 

■ a city government ■ We spent the weekend in the city. [=in 
the nearest big city] This sense is sometimes used in the 
name of a city. ■ New York City ■ Mexico City • Kansas City 

2 a [count] : the people in a city — usually singular ■ I think 
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the entire city has heard the news by now. ■ The whole city 
was excited about the football game, b the city : the gov¬ 
ernment of a city • The city is working to make the streets 
safer. • a lawsuit against the city 

3 the City : the section of London that is Great Britain’s fi¬ 
nancial and business center 

4 [noncount] chiefly US, informal — used to describe a place 
where there is a lot of a particular thing or activity ■ Their 
house was pet city. [=there were a lot of pets in their house] ■ 
It was celebration city [=there was a lot of celebration going 
on] at campaign headquarters last night! 

the big city — used to refer to a particular city without 
naming it ■ I grew up on a farm, so my move to the big city 
was a big change. • life in the big city — see also big-CITY 
city centre noun, pi ~ centres [count] Brit : the main or 
central part of a city : the part of a city where there are tall 
buildings, stores, offices, etc. — compare downtown, 

TOWN CENTRE 

city council noun, pi ~ -cils [count] : the group of people 
who make and change the laws of a city ■ He’s running for 
city council. 

City desk noun, pi ~ desks [count] 

1 US : the area in a newspaper’s office where stories about 
local news are written and edited 

2 Brit : the area in a newspaper’s office where stories about 
financial news are written and edited 

city editor noun, pi ~ -tors [count] 

1 US : a newspaper editor who is responsible for stories 
about local news 

2 Brit : a newspaper editor who is responsible for financial 
news 

City father noun, pi -thers [count] somewhat old- 
fashioned : someone who works for a city government — 
usually plural ■ The city fathers have banned smoking in pub¬ 
lic places. 

city hall or City Hall noun, pi halls or Halls US 

1 [count] : a city government’s main building — usually sin¬ 
gular • The mayor will be giving a speech on the steps of City 
Hall this afternoon. 

2 [noncount] : the government of a city ■ You can’t fight city 
hall. [=the city government always wins] 

city-scape /'siti,skeip/ noun, pi -scapes [count] 

1 : the area where a city is and the way it looks - The city¬ 
scape is cluttered with factories. ■ the cityscape of Philadel¬ 
phia 

2 : a picture that shows part or all of a city ■ a photographer 
who does mostly cityscapes 

City Slicker noun, pi ~ -ers [count] informal + often disap¬ 
proving : someone who lives in a city and does not under¬ 
stand what life outside a city is like ■ city slickers who’ve nev¬ 
er seen a real farm 

City-State /'siti,steit/ noun, pi -states [count]: a state that 
has its own government and consists of a city and the area 
around it ■ the city-states of ancient Greece 
City-Wide /'siti,waid/ adj : including or involving all parts of 
a city • a citywide blackout • The ban on smoking in public 
places is citywide. 

Civ-et /‘sivat/ noun, pi -ets 

1 [count] : a wild animal that is like a cat and that has a long 
body, short legs, and a long tail Civets live in parts of Afri¬ 
ca, southern Europe, and Asia. — called also civet cat 

2 [noncount] : a substance from the body of the civet that 
has a strong smell and is sometimes used to make perfume 

Ci V-ic /'sivik/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : of or relating to a city or town or the people who live 
there • Recent improvements to the downtown area are a 
point of civic pride. • the library association and other civic 
groups/organizations/institutions • civic leaders 

2 : relating to citizenship or being a citizen ■ Voting is your 
civic duty/responsibility. 

civic center (US) or Brit civic centre noun, pi ~ -ters 
[count] 

1 US : a large public building for sports events, concerts, etc. 

2 Brit: a section of a city or town where the public buildings 
are 

civ-ic—mind-ed /^ivik'mamdad/ adj : tending to do things 
that help your city or town and the people who live there ■ 
Town officials are hoping that some civic-minded person will 
volunteer to organize the parade. • civic-minded businesses/ 
organizations/individuals 
— civ-ic-mind-ed-ness noun [noncount] 
civ-ics /'siviks/ noun [noncount] chiefly US : the study of the 


rights and duties of citizens and of how government works ■ 
Students will be studying civics this semester. — often used 
before another noun ■ a civics class/project 
Civ-il /'sival/ adj 

1 always used before a noun : of or relating to the people 
who live in a country • civil liberties/duties • a period of civil 
unrest [=a time when groups of people in a country fight one 
another] — see also civil disobedience, civil war 

2 always used before a noun : of or relating to the regular 
business of the people in a city, town, state, etc. : not con¬ 
nected to the military or to a religion ■ They got married in a 
civil ceremony at city hall. ■ civil institutions 

3 not used before a noun [more most ~] : polite but not 
friendly : only as polite as a person needs to be in order to 
not be rude • It was hard to be civil when I felt so angry. • She 
was barely civil to me. — opposite uncivil 

4 [more most ~] : caring about art, science, government, 
people’s well-being, etc. • She argues that a civil [=(more 
commonly) civilized] society takes care of its weakest mem¬ 
bers. — opposite uncivil 

5 always used before a noun, law : relating to laws that de¬ 
scribe a person’s rights rather than to laws about crime • The 
couple filed a civil suit against the company that made the 
crib. • civil cases ■ rules of civil procedure — compare ‘crim¬ 
inal 2; see also civil law, civil liberty, civil rights 

— civ-il-ly /'sivsli/ adv • The couple couldn’t even discuss 
things civilly [=politely] anymore. • "Thank you for helping 
me, sir,” she said civilly. 

civil defense (US) or Brit civil defence noun [noncount] 
: a group of people who are not part of the military but are 
trained to protect and help people if an enemy attacks their 
country or if there is a natural disaster (such as a flood or 
earthquake) ■ She’s in training to be part of the local civil de¬ 
fense. ■ the head of civil defense 

Civil disobedience noun [ noncount ] : refusal to obey 
laws as a way of forcing the government to do or change 
something ■ In an act of civil disobedience , the family sent its 
tax money to an antiwar organization. ■ A student organiza¬ 
tion is encouraging civil disobedience as a way to get the uni¬ 
versity to change its policies. 

civil engineering noun [count] : a type of engineering that 
deals with the science of designing and building roads, bridg¬ 
es, large buildings, etc. ■ He has a degree in civil engineering. 

— civil engineer noun, pi ~ -neers [count] 
ci-vil-ian /sD'viljsn/ noun, pi -ians [count ]: a person who is 

not a member of the military or of a police or firefighting 
force ■ The bomb injured 12 civilians. 

— civilian adj, always used before a noun • civilian casualties 
• She left the army and began a civilian career as an air¬ 
plane mechanic for a commercial airline. 

Ci-vil-i-ty /sa'vilati/ noun, pi -ties formal 

1 [noncount] : polite, reasonable, and respectful behavior ■ 
Everyone should be treated with civility, [-courtesy, polite¬ 
ness] • codes/standards of civility 

2 civilities [plural] : polite actions and words ■ They greeted 
each other with the usual exchange of civilities. 

civ-i-li-za-tion also Brit civ*i»li*sa«tion /^ivab'zeijan, 
Brit ^ivijai'zeijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount]: the condition that exists when people have de¬ 
veloped effective ways of organizing a society and care 
about art, science, etc. ■ modern civilization ■ the impact of 
technical advancements on civilization 

2 : a particular well-organized and developed society 
[count] ancient/modem civilizations [noncount] We are 
studying ancient Greek/Egyptian civilization. 

3 [noncount] : all the societies of the world ■ a book about 
life on the planet after wars have destroyed civilization 

4 [noncount] informal: a place that has the things that mod¬ 
em cities and towns have : a place where there is electricity, 
hot water, etc. ■ He was sick of camping with his family and 
wanted to get back to civilization and his video games. 

ClV-i-lize also Brit civ-Mise /'siV3,laiz/ verb -liz»es; -lized; 
-liz-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to teach (a person or group of people) to behave in a way 
that you think is more polite and gentle ■ Her parents hoped 
that boarding school might civilize her some. • a teacher who 
had a, civilizing influence on the students 

2 : to make (something) more gentle, fair, reasonable, etc. ■ 
He is credited with civilizing the treatment of people with 
mental illnesses. ■ efforts to civilize the health-care system 

3 : to cause (a group of people) to have a more highly orga¬ 
nized and modem way of living • They believed it was their 
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duty to civilize the native people. 

civilized also Brit civilised adj [more most —] 

1 : marked by well-organized laws and rules about how peo¬ 
ple behave with each other ■ A civilized society must respond 
to crime with fairness and justice. ■ a more civilized culture ■ 
a person known throughout the civilized world ^every¬ 
where people live in well-organized and developed societies] 

— opposite UNCIVILIZED 

2 : polite, reasonable, and respectful ■ Stop yelling. We have 
to be more civilized about this. ■ a civilized conversation - Try 
to act like a civilized human being! ■ civilized behavior 

— opposite uncivilized 

3 a : pleasant and comfortable • With my new job, I’ll be 
able to start my day at a more civilized hour. [=at a time that 
is not so early in the morning] ■ a civilized way to spend the 
evening b : showing concern for what is correct according 
to social rules ■ They lived in a more civilized era. [=a time 
when people were more concerned with what was proper] 

— opposite uncivilized 

Civil law noun [noncount] : laws that deal with the rights of 
people rather than with crimes — compare criminal law 

Civil liberty noun, pi ~~ -ties [count] : the right of people to 
do or say things that are not illegal without being stopped or 
interrupted by the government ■ Freedom of speech is a civil 
liberty. — usually plural ■ Opponents said the law would 
threaten civil liberties. 

Civil marriage noun, pi -riages [count] : a marriage per¬ 
formed by a person (such as a justice of the peace) who is 
not a religious leader • a mayor who has officiated at several 
civil marriages this year 

Civil rights noun [plural] : the rights that every person 
should have regardless of his or her sex, race, or religion ■ 
Martin Luther King, Jr., fought for civil rights. ■ The U.S. civil 
rights movement achieved equal rights legislation for 
African-Americans. 

Civil servant noun, pi -vants [count] : a person who 
works for the government : a person who works in the civil 
service 

civil service noun 

the civil service : the part of a government that takes care 
of the government’s basic business : the administrative 
part of a government — often used before another noun ■ 
a civil service employee ■ the civil service system ■ I took the 
civil service exam. [=1 took a test to get a job in the civil ser¬ 
vice] 

Civil union noun, pi *+* unions [count] US : a legal relation¬ 
ship between two people of the same sex that gives them 
some of the same rights and responsibilities that married 
people have 

Civil war noun, pi ~ wars : a war between groups of people 
in the same country [count] a region that has had many civil 
wars [noncount] The country is on the brink of civil war. *❖* 
Civil war is capitalized when it refers to a specific war. ■ the 
Spanish/American/Greek Civil War ■ a Civil War battlefield 
[=a battlefield of the American Civil War] 

Civ-vies /'siviz/ noun [plural] informal : clothing worn by 
people who are not on military duty : clothing that is not 
part of a military uniform ■ I didn’t recognize the general in 
his civvies. 

Civ-vy Street /'sivi-/ noun [noncount] Brit, informal : civil¬ 
ian life : life outside the military • He was trying to make 
some money in civvy street. 

CJD noun [noncount ]: creutzfeldt-jakob disease 

Cl abbr centiliter 

clack /'kkck/ verb clacks; clacked; clacking : to make 
or cause something to make a short sharp sound or series of 
short sharp sounds [no obj] I heard her heels clacking down 
the hall. ■ An old fan clacked (away) somewhere in another 
room. [+ obj] He clacked his teeth together. 

— clack noun, pi clacks [count] — usually singular ■ the 
clack of typewriter keys • the clack of her heels 

1 Clad /'klsed/ adj [more most ~] literary + formal 1 : cov¬ 
ered with something specified — usually used in combina¬ 
tion ■ ivy -clad buildings ■ snow -clad mountains 
2 — used to describe the way someone is dressed ■ graduat¬ 
ing students clad in black robes ■ scantily clad dancers — of¬ 
ten used in combination ■ denim -clad cowboys ■ the team’s 
red-clad fans 

2 clad past tense and past participle o/clothe 

clad'ding /’kljedii]/ noun [noncount] chiefly Brit : siding 1 
1 Claim /'kleim/ verb claims; claimed; claiming [+ obj] 


1 : to say that (something) is true when some people may say 
it is not true ■ The man claimed (that) he was a long-lost rel¬ 
ative. ■ They claim (that) the drug prevents hair loss. ■ She 
claims (that) the landlord owes her money. — often followed 
by to + verb • He claims to know nothing about the robbery. • 
He claims to be an expert. 

2 a : to say that you have (something) ■ He claims a connec¬ 
tion to British royalty. ■ The organization claims 10,000 
members. ■ He claimed ignorance of the robbery. [=he said 
that he had no knowledge about the robbery] b : to say 
that (something) belongs to you or that you deserve (some¬ 
thing) ■ The terrorist group claimed responsibility for the at¬ 
tack. ■ New Yorkers proudly claim the artist as one of their 
own. ■ Both of them claimed credit for the idea. ■ No one 
ever claimed authorship for the poem. 

3 : to say that you have a legal right to be given (something) 

■ You should claim compensation for the hours you worked. 

■ No heirs came forward to claim the inheritance. • They 
claimed asylum. ■ You can claim these expenses as tax de¬ 
ductions. [=you can say that you should be able to pay less 
money in taxes because of these expenses] 

4 : to take (something that belongs to you or that you de¬ 
serve) ■ She claimed her baggage and left the airport. ■ The 
exiled king returned to claim his rightful place on the 
throne. 

5 — used to say that someone’s attention, time, etc., is being 
given to something ■ An urgent message claimed [-required, 
demanded] his attention. • This issue has already claimed too 
much of our time. [=we have already spent too much time 
on this issue] 

6 : to cause the end of someone’s life ■ The accident claimed 
seven victims. [=seven people were killed in the accident] ■ 
the fatal illness that claimed her life [=caused her death] 

— claim-able /'kleimabal/ adj ■ claimable expenses 
2 Claim noun, pi claims [count] 

1 : a statement saying that something happened a certain 
way or will happen a certain way : a statement saying that 
something is true when some people may say it is not true ■ 
She makes the claim that sea levels will actually go down. ■ 
He made false claims about his past job experience. ■ The 
book makes some extravagant claims. [=it includes state¬ 
ments that many people will not agree with] ■ She disputes/ 
denies the claim [=she says it isn’t true] that she was unfaith¬ 
ful to her husband. ■ I make no claim to be an expert. [=1 
don’t say that I am an expert] 

2 : an official request for something (such as money) that is 
owed to you or that you believe is owed to you ■ You’ll need 
to file an insurance claim to pay for the damage. ■ make a 
claim on your insurance policy ■ All claims must be made in 
writing. ■ Please fill out this claim form. [=a document with 
information about why you should be given money] 

3 : a right to have something — usually + on or to • The 
bank has a claim on/to their house and land. ■ The book 
would have little claim on our attention if not for the fact 
that its story is true. ■ the family’s claim to the name To lay 
claim to (something) is to say that it belongs to you or that 
you have a right to it. ■ She laid claim to the ring. ■ The com¬ 
munity lays claim to (the honor of) being the oldest city in 
the country. [=it claims to be the oldest city in the country] 

4 : an area of land that you take as your own often for a 
specified use ■ a mining/timber claim 

baggage claim or baggage claim area : the area in an air¬ 
port or bus station where you pick up your luggage after 
traveling ■ Call when your plane gets in and I’ll meet you at 
(the) baggage claim. ■ at the baggage claim area 
claim to fame : something that someone or something is fa¬ 
mous for or that makes someone or something important 
or interesting - His claim to fame is the invention of the sta¬ 
pler. ■ The restaurant’s claim to fame is its barbecue sauce. 
stake (out) a claim see 2 stake 
Claim-ant /'kleimant /noun, pi -ants [count] formal : a per¬ 
son who believes that he or she has a right to something 
(such as an amount of money) : a person who claims some¬ 
thing ■ They are claimants to the dead man’s estate. ■ Claim¬ 
ants will need to fill out the appropriate paperwork. ■ a dis¬ 
pute between two claimants to the throne 
Clair-VOy-ance Aklea^'vojans/ noun [noncount] : an ability 
to communicate with dead people, to predict future events, 
or to know about things that you did not actually see happen 
or hear about ■ I don’t believe in clairvoyance, but I can’t ex¬ 
plain how he knew those things about my grandmother. 

— clair-voy-ant /.kleyvojant/ adj • clairvoyant powers ■ a 
clairvoyant man/woman — clairvoyant noun, pi -ants 
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[count] ■ psychics and clairvoyants 
1 clam /'klsem/ noun, pi clams 

1 [count] : a type of shellfish that lives in sand or mud, has a 
light-colored shell with two parts, and is eaten both cooked 
and raw ■ steamed clams ■ clam chowder — see color picture 
on page C8 

2 clams [plural] US slang, somewhat old-fashioned : dollars ■ 
He won 20 clams [=(more commonly) bucks] playing poker. 
(as) happy as a clam US, informal: very happy ■ She spent 

the afternoon reading and was as happy as a clam. 

2 clam verb clams; clammed; clam-ming 

clam up [phrasal verb] informal : to stop talking » They 
clammed up when the detectives started asking questions. 

: to refuse to talk • A bunch of people saw what happened, 
but they all clammed up about it. 
clam-bake /’klsen^beik/ noun, pi -bakes [count] US : an 
outdoor party especially on a beach where clams and other 
foods are cooked and eaten 

clam-ber /'kkemba•/ verb, always followed by an adverb or 
preposition -bers; -bered; -ber-ing [no obj] : to climb or 
crawl in an awkward way • The children clambered over the 
rocks. • We clambered up the steep hill. ■ The passengers 
clambered aboard. 

clam*my /'klsemi/ adj clam-mi-er; -est: unpleasantly wet 
and cold ■ His hand was cold and clammy. ■ clammy air 

— clam-mi*ness noun [noncount] ■ the clamminess of the 
air 

1 clam-or (US) or Brit clam>our /'kkema-/ noun 

1 : a loud continuous noise (such as the noise made when 
many people are talking or shouting) [singular] A clamor 
outside woke them in the night. ■ a clamor of voices ■ a clam¬ 
or of bells [noncount] city streets filled with clamor 

2 : a loud or strong demand for something by many people 
[singular] a public clamor for an arrest in the case [noncount] 
There is growing clamor for reform. 

2 clamor (US) or Brit clamour verb -ors; -ored; -or-ing [no 
obj] 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to be loud and 
noisy ■ The children clamored around them, singing songs 
and laughing. 

2 : to ask for or demand something in a loud way ■ Everyone 
clamored to know what he had decided to do. — usually + 
for ■ Fans clamored for autographs outside the stadium. ■ 
People were clamoring for news about the trial. 

— clanvor-ous /'klsemras/ adj [more most ~] "a clamor¬ 
ous [=noisy] restaurant • clamorous customers/children 

1 clamp /'klsemp/ noun, pi clamps [count] 

1 : a device that holds or presses parts tightly together ■ a 
hose clamp — see picture at carpentry 

2 Brit : Denver boot 

2 clamp verb clamps; clamped; clamp-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to hold or press (things or parts of a thing) tightly togeth¬ 
er with a device : to fasten or tighten (something) with a 
clamp ■ The surgeon clamped the vein. ■ He clamped the two 
pieces of wood together. 

2 : to press or squeeze (something) • The bit was clamped 
firmly between the horse’s teeth. ■ He clamped his mouth 
shut and refused to speak. 

3 Brit : 2 boot 4 

clamp down on [phrasal verb] clamp down on (someone or 
something) : to try harder to punish (people who are doing 
something that is not legal or proper) • Customs officials 
are clamping down on [=cracking down on] smugglers. ■ The 
school should clamp down on students who cut classes. : to 
work harder to stop (a crime) ■ The state is clamping down 
on [=cracking down on] drug trafficking. — see also 

CLAMPDOWN 

clamp on [phrasal verb] chiefly US clamp (something) on 
(something or someone) : to officially set (a limit, rule, 
punishment, etc.) for (someone or something) ■ The mayor 
clamped [=imposed] a curfew on the area after the riots. ■ 
The new law clamps limits on the amount of money candi¬ 
dates can spend on election campaigns. 
clamp*down /'klsemp^aun/ noun, pi -downs [count] : an 
increased effort to make sure that people obey laws and 
rules — usually singular ■ a security clampdown in the city’s 
subway system — usually + on ■ a clampdown on drug traf¬ 
ficking ■ a clampdown [-crackdown] on weapons smugglers 

— see also clamp down on at 2 clamp 
clan /'klaen/ noun, pi clans [count] 

1 : a large group of people who are related • The tribe is di¬ 
vided into clans. • rival clans People in clans often have the 


same last name. ■ the McDonald clan 

2 informal : a large family ■ The whole clan gets together for 
the holidays. 

3 informal: a group of people who are similar or who are in¬ 
terested in the same thing ■ the country club clan [^people 
who are members of country clubs] 

clan*des*tine /klsen'destan/ adj, formal : done in a private 
place or way : done secretly ■ a clandestine [=secret] meeting 
• a clandestine marriage ■ the spy’s clandestine [=covert] oper¬ 
ation 

— clan-des-tine-ly adv • spies working clandestinely [-in 
secret, covertly] 

clang /‘klieij/ verb clangs; clanged; clang-ing : to make 
or cause (something) to make the loud, ringing sound of 
metal hitting against something [no obj] His fork clanged 
against the plate. ■ The bells clanged. ■ The pots clanged to¬ 
gether. ■ The prison door clanged shut. [+ obj] children 
clanging cowbells ■ The guard clanged the door shut. 

— clang noun, pi clangs [count] — usually singular • a dull 
clang ■ the clang of cymbals — clanging noun [singular] • 
the clanging of pots and pans in the kitchen 

clang-er /'klsega■/ noun, pi -ers [count] Brit, informal : a bad 
and embarrassing mistake : blunder ■ a verbal clanger • 
They lost the game after a defensive clanger. — see also drop 
a clanger at 2 drop 

clank /'kkegk/ verb clanks; clanked; clank-ing : to make 
or cause (something) to make the loud, sharp sound of metal 
hitting against something solid [no obj] The radiator hissed 
and clanked. ■ The empty can clanked along the sidewalk. ■ 
the factory’s clanking machinery [+ obj] a ghost clanking its 
chains 

— clank noun, pi clanks [count] — usually singular ■ The 
hammer fell with a clank on the floor. ■ We heard the clank 
of chains, —clanking noun [singular] ■ We heard the 
clanking of chains. 

clan-nish /'klseniJV adj [more most ~] often disapproving 

: not showing interest in people who are not part of your 
group or who are not similar to you • a clannish fishing com¬ 
munity • The college faculty can be pretty clannish, so it’s 
difficult to be an outsider there. 

Clans*man /'klaenzman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] : a 
person (especially a man) who is a member of a clan (sense 
1) 

clans-wonvan /'klsenz.wuman/ noun, pi -wom-en 
/-,wiman/ [count] : a woman who is a member of a clan 
(sense 1) 

1 clap /'kkep/ verb claps; clapped; clap-ping 

1 : to hit the palms of your hands together usually more 
than once People often clap to show approval or pleasure. 
[no obj] They cheered and clapped [=applauded] for the 
band. ■ She clapped in delight when she heard the news. ■ The 
audience clapped to the beat of the music. [+ obj] Clap your 
hands! • The conductor clapped her hands twice, and the 
musicians stopped talking and prepared to play. 

2 [+ obj] : to suddenly put the palm of your hand on some¬ 
one or something ■ He clapped his friend on the shoulder. ■ 
He clapped his hand over his mouth when he realized what 
he had said. 

3 [+ obj] : to quickly or forcefully put someone or something 
in a place or position • He clapped his hat on his head and 
went out the door. • He clapped the book shut. [=he closed 
the book quickly or forcefully] ■ She clapped a muzzle on the 
dog. ■ The prisoners were clapped in irons/chains. 

4 : to hit (something, such as two hard surfaces) together in 
a way that makes a loud noise [+ obj] She clapped [-banged] 
the two boards together, [no obj] The tree branches clapped 
against the house. 

5 [+ obj] informal : to suddenly put (someone) in prison, jail, 
etc. ■ The police clapped him in jail for drug smuggling. 
clap eyes on see ‘eye 

— clapping noun [noncount] • The clapping [= applause ] in¬ 
creased as the lead actors bowed to the audience. 

2 Clap noun, pi claps 

1 [count] a : a sound made by clapping your hands ■ a series 
of drum beats and hand claps b : a loud, sharp sound ■ The 
board fell with a clap on the floor. • a clap of thunder 

2 [count] : a friendly hit with the palm of your hand — usu¬ 
ally singular ■ He gave his friend a clap on the back. 

3 [singular] Brit : the act of hitting the palms of your hands 
together again and again to show approval or pleasure»They 
gave the speaker a long clap. [=round of applause] 

— compare 3 clap 
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3 Clap noun 

the clap slang : gonorrhea ■ He got the clap. 

— compare 2 clap 

clap’board /‘klseba'd, 'klsep^oa-d/ noun, pi -boards chief¬ 
ly US 

1 [count]: a narrow board that is thicker at one edge than at 
the other and that is used to cover the outsides of buildings 

— called also (Brit) weatherboard 

2 [noncount] : a set of narrow boards covering the outside of 
a building ■ the house’s decaying clapboard 

— clapboard adj, always used before a noun ■ clapboard sid¬ 
ing ■ a clapboard house/building [=a house/building that is 
covered in clapboards] 

Clapped—OUt /,kl£ept‘aut/ adj, Brit, informal : old or dam¬ 
aged from being used too much ■ a clapped-out [=worn-out] 
car/machine ■ clapped-out [-tired, hackneyed] cliches 
clap-per /'klzepay noun, pi -pers [count] : a metal ball that 
hangs inside a bell and hits the inside of the bell to make it 
ring 

like the clappers Brit, informal : very fast ■ We drove/ran 
like the clappers. 

clap-trap /'kl£ep,tr£ep/ noun [noncount] informal : words, 
ideas, etc., that are very foolish or stupid : NONSENSE » His 
entire speech was nothing but claptrap. ■ I’m tired of hearing 
all that claptrap about how hard her life is. ■ romantic clap¬ 


trap 

Clar-et /'klerat/ noun, pi -ets [count, noncount] 

1 : a type of red wine made in Bordeaux, France 

2 : a dark purplish-red color 

— claret adj • a claret gown ■ a claret- colored coat 
Clar-i-fy /'kler3,fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing [+ obj] : to 

make (something) clear or clearer: such as a : to make 
(something) easier to understand ■ Can you clarify exactly 
what it is you’re proposing? ■ Her explanation did not clarify 
matters much. ■ The president was forced to clarify his posi¬ 
tion on the issue. ■ The committee clarified the manager’s du¬ 
ties. b : to make (a liquid) purer or easier to see through • a 
substance used to clarify wine 

— clar*i*fi-ca-tion /iklerafs'keijan/ noun, pi -tions [non¬ 
count] Your argument needs some clarification, [count] 
The newspaper printed a clarification [=a statement mak¬ 
ing the facts clearer] about yesterday's story. — clarified 
adj • clarified butter [=butter that is made purer by a pro¬ 
cess that involves heating it] — clar-i-fi-er /'klers^aja*/ 
noun, pi -ers [count] ■ water clarifiers 

Clar-i-net /,kler3'net/ noun, pi -nets [count] : a musical in¬ 
strument that is shaped like a tube and that is played by 
blowing into the top of the tube through a special mouth¬ 
piece — see picture at woodwind 

— clar-i-net-ist or clar-i-net-tist /.klera'netist/ noun, pi 
-ists or -tists [count] 

Clar-i-On call /'klerijsn-/ noun, pi ~ calls [count] : a strong 
request for something to happen — usually singular » He 
used his speech to sound a clarion call for affordable health 
care. ■ the leader’s clarion call to action 
Clar-i-ty /'klerati/ noun [noncount] : the quality of being 
clear: such as a : the quality of being easily understood ■ 
The essays are edited for clarity. • There is a lack of clarity in 
many legal documents, b : the quality of being expressed, 
remembered, understood, etc., in a very exact way ■ She re¬ 
membered what happened that day with surprising clarity. • 
I’m looking for greater clarity about what is expected of our 
students. ■ The committee lacked clarity of purpose. [=the 
committee did not have a clearly stated purpose] ■ a moment 
of clarity [=a time when you suddenly understand some¬ 
thing] C : the quality of being easily seen or heard ■ The 
clarity of the photographs was amazing. • The DVD has ex¬ 
cellent clarity of sound. ■ visual clarity d : the quality of be¬ 
ing easily seen through ■ the clarity of the lake’s water ■ glass 
with exceptional clarity e : a lack of marks or spots • The 
vitamin is believed to improve skin clarity. 

1 clash /'kkeJV verb clastves; clashed; clashing 

1 [no obj] : to be in a situation in which you are fighting or 
disagreeing : to come into conflict with someone ■ Police 
and protesters clashed yesterday. ■ The brothers often clash 
[-argue] over politics. — often + with ■ Protesters clashed 
with the police yesterday. 

2 [no obj] a : to look bad or ugly together • Some colors 
clash. • The sofa and the chair clash. ■ She wore clashing col¬ 
ors. — often + with ■ This shirt clashes with these pants, b 
: to be very different in a way that makes being or working 
together difficult ■ Their personalities clash. ■ clashing per¬ 


sonalities/ideas — often + with • So many of his ideas clash 
with mine. 

3 : to make or cause (something) to make the loud sound of 
a metal object hitting another metal object [no obj] The 
cymbals clashed. ■ Their swords clashed. [+ obj] She ended 
the song by clashing the cymbals. 

4 [no obj] of events : to happen at the same time so that you 
cannot do or see both — usually + with • The time of the pic¬ 
nic clashes [=(more commonly) conflicts] with another picnic 
I’m invited to. 

2 clash noun, pi clashes [count] 

1 a : a short fight between groups of people ■ Hundreds 
were killed in ethnic clashes in the region last month. — of¬ 
ten + between or with • Clashes broke out between the police 
and protesters. ■ Several protesters were injured in a recent 
clash with the police. ■ violent clashes between the factions b 
: an argument or disagreement between people — often + 
between or with ■ a clash between the two leaders ■ The com¬ 
pany has had many clashes with environmentalists. 

2 : a difference that makes it difficult for people or things to 
be together or work together ■ a clash of opinions/cultures ■ 
We have a personality clash. [=we often annoy each other or 
disagree; we do not get along] — often +of m a clash of opin¬ 
ions/cultures 

3 : a loud sound made by hitting a metal object against an¬ 
other metal object • the clash of swords/cymbals 

4 : a situation in which two events happen at the same time 
so that you cannot do or see both ■ The date of the debate 
had to be changed because of scheduling clashes. [=(more 
commonly) conflicts] 

1 clasp /‘klsesp, Brit 'klarsp/ noun, pi clasps [count] 

1 : a device for holding together objects or parts of some¬ 
thing (such as a purse, necklace, belt, etc.) • Can you fasten 
the clasp on this bracelet for me? ■ a tie clasp — see color 
picture on page Cl 1 

2 : a strong hold with your hands or arms — usually singu¬ 
lar ■ She took her son’s hand in a gentle/firm clasp. 

2 clasp verb clasps; clasped; clasping [+ obj 

1 : to fasten (something) with a clasp • She clasped her purse 
shut. ■ He clasped the keys to his belt. 

2 : to hold (someone or something) tightly with your hands 
or arms ■ He clasped her hand gently/firmly. » She clasped 
her son in her arms. ■ She clasped her hands tightly in her 
lap. = Her hands were clasped tightly in her lap. [=she held 
her hands tightly together in her lap] 

1 Class /'klees, Brit 'kla:s/ noun, pi class*es 

'1 a [count] : a group of students who meet regularly to be 
taught a subject or activity ■ There are 20 students in the 
class. ■ Several people in the class are absent today. In U.S. 
English, class is used with a singular verb. • The class is going 
on a field trip. In British English, class can also be used with 
a plural verb. ■ The class are going on a field trip, b [count] 
: a series of meetings in which students are taught a particu¬ 
lar subject or activity : a course of instruction ■ This class is 
really difficult. ■ He will be teaching an American history 
class next semester. ■ The college offers classes in computer 
programming and engineering. ■ She is taking a class on psy¬ 
chology. ■ taking dance class • What classes are you taking 
this semester? c : one of the meetings in which students are 
taught a particular subject or activity [count] I have an En¬ 
glish class this morning. ■ My class got out early today. ■ I 
have already missed two classes. • Read chapters 10 through 
20 for the next class, [noncount] I’m late for class. ■ Let’s 
meet after class. ■ Class starts at 8:00 a.m. ■ What did you 
learn in class today? • He got in trouble for talking during/in 
class, d [count] US : a group of students who finish their ed¬ 
ucation at a particular school at the same time : students 
who graduate together ■ She’s a member of the class of 2006. 
■ the freshman class [=the group of students who are fresh¬ 
men this year and will eventually graduate together] ■ She’s 
running for class president. 

2 a [count] : a group of people in a society who are at the 
same economic and social level ■ the ruling/professional 
class • the higher/lower social classes — often used before 
another noun ■ class distinctions ■ a class struggle b [non¬ 
count] : the way people in a society are divided into different 
social and economic groups ■ a discussion about class and 
race 

3 [noncount] a : a quality that makes something or some¬ 
one seem special and attractive ■ The hotel has class. [=it is 
very elegant] • The candles on the table added a touch of 
class. — see also first-class, high-class, world-class 
b : a quality that makes someone seem very good, kind, etc. 
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■ She showed a lot of class by donating her prize money to 
charity. — see also class act, classy 

4 [< count] a : a group of people or things that are similar in 
some way ■ Do you have a license to drive this class of vehi¬ 
cle? ■ a new class [=tdnd, type] of nuclear submarine • There 
are many good players here, but she is in a different class al¬ 
together. [=she is far better than the other good players] If 
you are in a class by yourself or In a class of your own, you 
are very different from others in a good or bad way. ■ There 
have been a lot of corporate scandals but this one is in a class 
by itself '. [=worse than all the others] ■ As an architect, she is 
in a class by herself. [=she has exceptional talent as an archi¬ 
tect] b : one of the sections of seats on an airplane, train, 
etc. ■ I am traveling business class. [=in a section of an air¬ 
plane that is more comfortable and expensive than the main 
section but less comfortable and expensive than first class] 

— see also first class, second class, third class, 
TOURIST CLASS 

5 [count] Brit: one of the levels of a university degree 
2 class verb classes; classed; class-ing [+ obj]: to decide 

that (someone or something) belongs to a particular group 
: classify — usually used as (be) classed’, often + as ■ The 
animal has been classed as a fish by some scientists and as a 
reptile by others. ■ He was classed as a part-time worker. 
Class act noun, pi ~~ acts [count] informal : someone who 
is admirable and usually very fair or polite ■ She’s a real class 
act on and off the soccer field. 

Class action noun, pi ~ -tions [count] US, law : a lawsuit 
in which many people join together to sue because they all 
say they were harmed by the same person or group 

— class—action adj, always used before a noun ■ a class- 
action suit against a car company 

Class—conscious adj [more most ~] : having or show¬ 
ing a lot of awareness about which economic or social level a 
person is in : thinking that a person’s economic or social 
class is important ■ She was never very class-conscious, so it 
surprised her when her classmates talked about the “rich 
kids” and "poor kids” on campus. ■ We live in a class¬ 
conscious society. 

— class-consciousness noun [noncount] 

1 clas»sic /'klaesik/ adj [more most ~] 

la — used to say that something has come to be considered 
one of the best of its kind * classic novels/movies ■ a classic 
case study on hysteria ■ He collects classic cars, b — used 
to say that something is an example of excellence ■ His win¬ 
ning goal was classic. C — used to describe something that 
has been popular for a long time ■ classic board games • The 
recipe is a new version of a classic dish. ■ a radio station that 
plays classic rock [=rock music from the past that is still pop¬ 
ular] 

2 : having a graceful design with simple lines • She prefers 
classic furniture designs. ■ It’s a classic suit that won’t go out 
of style. ■ I like the car’s classic contours. 

3 : very typical ■ The battle was a classic example/case of 
poor planning. • a classic error ■ ( informal) She lost the tick¬ 
ets? How classic. [=it is not surprising that she lost the tick¬ 
ets; she often loses things] 

2 classic noun, pi -sics 

1 [count] : something that has been considered to be excel¬ 
lent for a long time ■ That car is a classic. ■ film/literary clas¬ 
sics ■ I like to read the classics. ■ Their latest album is des¬ 
tined to become a classic. [=it is very good and will still be 
admired many years from now] 

2 classics [noncount] : the study of the literature, language, 
and culture of ancient Greece and Rome ■ He teaches clas¬ 
sics at the local university. ■ She studied classics in college. ■ 
an interest in the classics 

3 [count] : a traditional event ■ The football game is a 
Thanksgiving classic. 

ClaS-Si-cal /'klaesiksl/ adj 

1 [more —; most ~] : of a kind that has been respected for a 
long time ■ the classical [= traditional] idea of beauty • classi¬ 
cal ballet 

2 : of or relating to the ancient Greek and Roman world and 
especially to its language, literature, art, etc. • the classical 
[=ancient] and medieval worlds ■ classical literature/art ■ the 
classical tradition • a classical scholar 

3 : relating to music in a European tradition that includes 
opera and symphony and that is generally considered more 
serious than other kinds of music ■ classical music/compos¬ 
ers 

4 : teaching ideas about literature, art, science, etc., rather 


than practical skills ■ a classical curriculum/education 
5 : very typical: classic • a classical example of propagan¬ 
da ■ the classical symptoms of the disease 

— clas-si-cal-ly /'klaesikli/ adv • a classically trained actress 
[=an actress who was trained in traditional methods of act¬ 
ing] ■ a classically furnished house ■ Symptoms classically 
include fatigue and muscle soreness. 

ClaS-Si-CISm /'klaesSiSizsm/ noun [noncount] formal 

1 : the ideas and styles that are common in the literature, 
art, and architecture of ancient Greece and Rome • Roman 
classicism ■ a return to classicism in modem architecture 

2 : a traditional style of art, literature, music, architecture, 
etc., that is usually graceful and simple with parts that are 
organized in a pleasing way ■ French classicism ■ classicism in 
literature ■ the classicism of the building 

clas-si-cist /'klassssist/ noun, pi -cists [count] formal 

1 : an expert in ancient Greek and Roman language, litera¬ 
ture, art, architecture, or culture 

2 : someone who prefers a traditional and usually graceful 
and simple style in art, literature, music, architecture, etc.: a 
person who favors classicism 

claS'Si’fi'Ca-tion Akhessfs'keijsn/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : the act or process of putting people or things 
into groups based on ways that they are alike ■ a system of 
classification ■ the classification of diseases/drugs ■ biological 
classification ■ the classification of new species 

2 [count] : an arrangement of people or things into groups 
based on ways that they are alike ■ job classifications for gov¬ 
ernment workers ■ racial/ethnic classifications 

1 ClaS*Si a fied /'klasss.faid/ adj 

1 : arranged in groups with similar things ■ a classified direc¬ 
tory 

2 : kept secret from all but a few people in the government ■ 
classified documents ■ The memo is classified. • The part of 
the report that includes classified information was removed 
before the report was made public. 

Classified noun, pi -fieds [count] : a small advertisement 
that is grouped with others that are like it in a special section 
of a newspaper or magazine or on a Web site — usually plu¬ 
ral ■ I’ve been looking through the classifieds for a car I can 
afford. ■ job/online classifieds — called also classified ad, 
classified advertisement, (Brit) small ad’, compare want ad 
Clas»si»fv /'klaes3,fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing [+ off] 

1 : to arrange (people or things) into groups based on ways 
that they are alike ■ Students will be learning about the ways 
scientists classify animals. ■ The online system can classify 
books by subject. — often used as (be) classified ■ Drugs are 
classified into different categories. • classified according to 
size/weight 

2 : to consider (someone or something) as belonging to a 
particular group • As a singer, she is hard to classify. = It is 
hard to classify her as a singer [=to decide what type of singer 
she is] — often + as ■ The movie had some funny parts, but I 
wouldn’t classify it as a comedy. — often used as (be) classi¬ 
fied ■ The vehicle is classified as a truck. 

— clas-si-fi-able Aklassa'fajsbsl/ adj [more most ~] ■ 
She’s one of those singers who are not easily classifiable. 

ClaSS-ism /'klass.izsm, Brit 'kla:s,iz3m/ noun [noncount] 
: unfair treatment of people because of their social or eco¬ 
nomic class ■ a society plagued by racism and classism 

— class-ist /'klassist, Brit 'klaisist/ adj [more —; most ~] ■ 
classist views 

ClaSS-leSS /*kl£esl3s, Brit 'kla.slss/ adj 

1 : without social or economic classes : not grouping people 
according to their social or economic level ■ the goal of a 
classless society 

2 : not connected to a particular social or economic class ■ 
classless foods like pizza and ice cream 

3 : rude in a way that is annoying ■ classless behavior 

— class-less-ness noun [noncount] 

class-mate /'klaesimeit, Brit 'kla:s,meit/ noun, pi -mates 
[count] : a member of the same class in a school, college, or 
university Classmate can refer to someone who is taking 
the same class as you or to someone who will graduate from 
your school or college in the same year as you. ■ We were 
classmates in high school. ■ She invited all of her classmates 
to her birthday party. 

Class-room /'klees^uim, Brit 'kla:s,ru:m/ noun, pi -rooms 
[count] : a room where classes are taught in a school, college, 
or university 

Class-work /klass,wfrk, Brit 'kla:s,W3:k/ noun [noncount] 
: the part of a student’s work that is done in a class and not 
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at home ■ All of the students have finished their classwork for 
today. — compare homework 
classy /'klzesi, Brit *kla:si/ adj class-i*er; -est [or more ~; 
most ~] 

1 : having qualities that make someone or something special 
and attractive ■ a classy [-fancy, high-class, upscale) hotel ■ 
the classiest nightclub in Madrid ■ The spa boasts some very 
classy clients. 

2 : showing impressive character : very good, kind, etc. • a 
classy guy ■ Donating her salary bonus to charity was a really 
classy thing to do. 

— class* Uness noun [noncount) ■ the hotel’s classiness 

C latter /'klseta 1 / verb, always followed by an adverb or prepo¬ 
sition -ters; -tered; -ter-ing [no obj\ : to make a quick se¬ 
ries of short loud sounds ■ The shutters clattered against the 
house. ■ He heard dishes clattering in the kitchen. ■ The box 
dropped and dozens of marbles clattered across the floor. ■ 
The wagon clattered down the road. 

— clatter noun, pi -ters [count] — usually singular ■ the clat¬ 
ter of dishes — clattering noun [singular] • the clattering of 
dishes 

clause /'klaiz/ noun, pi claus*es [count] 

1 grammar : a part of a sentence that has its own subject and 
verb ■ The sentence “When it rained they went inside” con¬ 
sists of two clauses: “when it rained” and “they went inside.” 

2 : a separate part of a legal document • a clause in a will/ 
contract — see also grandfather clause 

claus-tro-pho-bia Akla.stra'foubija/rtow/i [noncount] 

1 : a fear of being in closed or small spaces ■ She doesn’t go 
in elevators because of her claustrophobia. — compare ago¬ 
raphobia 

2 : an unhappy or uncomfortable feeling caused by being in 
a situation that limits or restricts you ■ the claustrophobia of 
small-town life 

claus-tro-pho'bic /,kla:str3'foubik/ adj [more most ~\ 

1 of a room, space, etc. : not having enough space for people 
to feel comfortable : causing claustrophobia ■ The theater 
can be a little claustrophobic when it’s full. 

2 : having a fear of being in closed or small spaces : having 
claustrophobia ■ She doesn’t go in elevators because she is 
claustrophobic. 

3 : not having or providing enough freedom ■ a very claus- 
trophic relationship 

— claus*tro*pho*bi*cal*ly Aklaistra'foubikli/ adv ■ a claus - 
trophobically small room 

clav-i-chord /'klzeva^oerd/ noun, pi -chords [count] : a 
musical instrument that is similar to a piano and was played 
mostly in the past before the piano was invented 
clav-i-cle /Mdsevikal/ noun, pi clav-i*cles [count] medical 
: collarbone — see picture at human 
1 claw /Mdcr./ noun, pi claws [count] 

1 : a sharp curved part on the toe of an animal (such as a cat 
or bird) ■ The eagle was carrying a mouse in its sharp claws. ■ 
the bear’s claws — often used figuratively ■ They’ve only 
been dating for a few months and already she’s got her claws 
Into him! [=she already has control over him] ■ (< chiefly Brit) 
The press has been getting its claws into him. [-has been at¬ 
tacking/criticizing him] ■ They’re still trying to get their 
claws on her money. [=to get her money] 

2 : a body part of an animal (such as a lobster or crab) that is 
used for gripping and holding things 

3 : a part on a tool or machine that is used for gripping, dig¬ 
ging, etc. ■ The excavating machine’s claw dug into the earth. 
■ the claw of a hammer — see picture at carpentry 

— see also bear claw 

— clawed /*kla:d/ adj * a clawed foot 

2 claw verb claws; clawed; claw-ing : to scratch, grip, or 
dig with claws or fingers [no obj] — usually + at • The cat 
claws at the door when she wants to go outside. ■ The dog 
was clawing at the dirt. • She desperately clawed at her at¬ 
tacker’s face. [+ obj] How can we stop the cat from clawing 
the drapes/curtains? ■ The dog clawed a hole in the carpet. ■ 
She tried to claw his face with her fingernails. 
claw back [phrasal verb] claw (something) back or claw back 
(something) chiefly Brit : to get back (something, such as 
money or business) by acting in a forceful way or by doing 
something that requires a lot of effort “ With budget cuts 
looming, the government is trying to claw back some of the 
money it promised to state agencies. 
claw your way : to move ahead slowly by grabbing onto 
things ■ The climbers clawed their way up the steep terrain. 
— often used figuratively “ The company is clawing its way 


out of bankruptcy. • He clawed his way to the top of his 
profession. 

claw hammer noun ~ -mers [count] : a hammer with a 
head that is curved and partially split in the back so that it 
can be used for pulling out nails 
Clay /'klei/ noun, pi clays [count, noncount] : a heavy, sticky 
material from the earth that is made into different shapes 
and that becomes hard when it is baked or dried Clay is 
used to make pots, bricks, tiles, etc. — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ a clay pot/pipe/tablet 
feet of day see ‘foot 

— claylike adj [more most ~] ■ a claylike substance 
clay*ey /Mdeji/ adj : containing a lot of clay ■ a clayey soil 
clay pigeon noun, pi ~ -geons [count] : a circular object 

made of baked clay that people throw into the air and shoot 
at to practice their shooting skills 
1 clean /Mdi-.n/ adj cleanser; -est 

1 : free from dirt, marks, etc.: not dirty ■ a clean floor ■ This 
table isn’t clean. There’s a sticky spot where something 
spilled. ■ He keeps a very clean house. ■ The janitor does a 
good job of keeping the office clean. ■ clean laundry/socks/ 
towels/sheets ■ I wiped the baby’s face clean. 

2 : tending to keep clean ■ He’s a clean young man. • Cats are 
very clean animals. 

3 a : free from pollution or other dangerous substances • 
clean air/water b : not causing pollution ■ Solar power pro¬ 
vides clean energy. ■ a clean fuel 

4 a : not yet used ■ a clean [=blank, fresh] piece/sheet of pa¬ 
per b of a document : not having any mistakes ■ We need a 
clean copy of the document. 

5 : not infected ■ a clean wound 

6 : pleasingly simple ■ I like the clean simplicity of the chair’s 
design. ■ She wore a formal wool suit with clean lines. 

7 : having edges that are straight and smooth ■ a clean cut ■ 
The vase was broken, but it was a clean break and easily re¬ 
paired with a little glue. 

8 : completely and quickly done ■ The bank robbers made a 
clean getaway. • When he left home, he made a clean break 
with the past. [=he completely separated himself from every¬ 
thing that had been part of his life] 

9 sports : done in a skillful and impressive way without mis¬ 
takes or awkwardness ■ a clean dive/catch/hit ■ The gymnast 
made a clean landing. 

10 : not showing evidence of any broken rules or laws ■ She 
has a clean driving record. — see also clean slate (below) 

11 a : not connected with or involving anything illegal or 
morally wrong ■ a clean candidate ■ They believe in hard 
work and clean living. ■ The party was good, clean fun. b 
: not referring to anything sexual or offensive ■ Only clean 
jokes, please. There are children here. ■ clean language 

12 not used before a noun : no longer using drugs : not ad¬ 
dicted to drugs ■ He’s been clean for five years. ■ clean and 
sober 

13 not used before a noun, informal: not carrying any weap¬ 
ons, drugs, etc. ■ All visitors to the prison are searched to 
make sure they’re clean. *1 checked her; she’s clean, 
clean as a whistle see ‘whistle 

clean slate also Brit clean sheet 1 : a person's record (as 
from a school or a job) that shows no evidence of any 
problems, broken rules, etc. : a clean record ■ Everyone 
who comes to this school starts with a clean slate. 2 clean 
sheet Brit: a game in which the opposing team is prevent¬ 
ed from scoring ■ The team’s star goalie has had five clean 
sheets [ =(US ) shutouts] this season. [=has prevented the 
other team from scoring in five games] 
clean sweep 1 : a victory in which one side or team wins 
every game, contest, etc. ■ The Red Sox won the series in a 
clean sweep. • The election was a clean sweep for local 
Democratic candidates. 2 : a complete change in some¬ 
thing ■ The new governor has made a clean sweep of the 
staff in the governor’s mansion. [=the new governor com¬ 
pletely replaced the former governor’s staff] 
come clean informal : to tell the truth about what hap¬ 
pened : to stop hiding the truth ■ Eventually she came 
clean and helped the police recover the goods she’d stolen. 
■ He’s finally come clean about his role in the scandal. 
give (someone or something) a clean bill of health see 
‘bill 

keep your nose clean see ‘nose 
make a clean breast of see ‘breast 
wipe the slate clean see ‘wipe 

— clearness /'kliinnas/ noun [noncount] • the cleanness of 
the image 
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2 cjean verb cleans; cleaned; cleaning 

1 a : to make (something) clean : to remove dirt, marks, 
etc., from (something) [+ obj] The carpet needs to be 
cleaned. • clean your fingernails ■ clean [=brush] your teeth ■ 
clean [-wash] the windows [no obj\ They divide household 
duties so that she cleans and her husband cooks. — see also 
clean up la (below) b [no obj] : to become clean ■ The 
pan has a surface that cleans easily. [=that is easy to clean] 

2 [+ obj] : to make (something, such as a room) neat and or¬ 
derly ■ Clean your room. — see also clean out 1 (below), 
clean up lb (below) 

3 [+ obj] : to remove the organs from the inside of (an ani¬ 
mal) before cooking ■ They cleaned the fish and cooked 
them on the campfire. ■ skin and clean a rabbit/deer 
clean house see 'house 

clean out [phrasal verb] 1 clean (something) out or clean 
out (something) : to remove unwanted things from (a 
room, closet, etc.) ■ We spent the weekend cleaning out the 
garage. [=clearing unwanted items from the garage] ■ I 
need to clean out my purse. 2 clean (someone or some¬ 
thing) out or clean out (someone or something) informal 
: to steal or take everything from (someone or something) 
■ The thieves broke in and cleaned out the store. ■ She fell 
for the scheme and was cleaned out. [=all her money was 
taken] 3 clean (someone) out or clean out (someone) in¬ 
formal : to use up all or most of someone’s money • Buying 
the house really cleaned us out. Now we’re broke. 
clean up [phrasal verb] 1 clean (something) up or clean up 
(something) a : to remove (dirt, spilled substances, etc.)" 
Would you mind cleaning up the spilled milk? • It will only 
take a moment to clean this mess up. b or dean up : to 
make (a room or space) clean and orderly ■ Would you 
mind helping me clean up the kitchen after dinner? ■ We 
stayed late to help them clean up. ^ To clean up after 
someone is to make a place clean after someone has made 
it dirty or messy. ■ His mother is always cleaning up after 
him. ■ You should learn to clean up after yourself, c : to 
remove pollution from (something) ■ The city has cleaned 
up the bay in recent years. — see also cleanup 2 clean 
up or clean (yourself) up : to make yourself clean : to 
wash your face and hands ■ I’m sure you’ll want to clean 
up after a full day of traveling. ■ I just need a few minutes 
to clean myself up before dinner. ■ The children are inside 
getting cleaned up. 3 clean (something) up or clean up 
(something) a : to remove whatever is illegal or immoral 
from (something) ■ The new mayor has really cleaned up 
city hall. [=has made the city government less corrupt] b 
: to make (something) clearer or more acceptable • We 
were able to clean up the sound on the recording using 
special equipment. ■ He’s cleaned up his image since his 
early rock music days. 4 clean (something) up or clean 
up (something) informal : to eat all of (something) ■ The 
teenagers cleaned up [=(more commonly) polished off] the 
pizza in a matter of minutes. 5 informal: to make a large 
amount of money • She really cleaned up last year in the 
stock market. 6 clean up your act informal: to behave in 
a way that is more acceptable ■ After years of drug abuse, 
she finally got treatment and cleaned up her act. 
clean your plate : to eat all the food on your plate • The 
children were not allowed to have dessert until they had 
cleaned their plates, usage see cleanse 
3 clean adv, informal : all the way : completely or entirely ■ 
Somehow, the top of the machine came clean off. ■ The nail 
went clean through the wall. ■ The fish were jumping clean 
out of the water. 

4 clean noun [singular] informal: an act of removing dirt from 
something ■ She gave the tub a good clean, [-she cleaned the 
tub thoroughly] 

Clean—CUt /'kliin'kAt/ adf [more most ~]: having a neat 
appearance that suggests you are someone who does not 
break rules or cause trouble ■ a polite, clean-cut young man 
clean-er /*kli:na/ noun, pi -ers 

1 [count] : a person whose job is to clean something ■ street/ 
window cleaners • They have hired a house cleaner. [=a per¬ 
son whose job is to keep the rooms in a house or apartment 
clean] 

2 [count] : a substance used for cleaning things ■ He recom¬ 
mends using baking soda as a general household cleaner. 

3 [count] : a device or machine used for cleaning things ■ an 
air cleaner — see also pipe cleaner, vacuum cleaner 

4 the cleaners or the cleaner’s : a shop where clothes are 


cleaned : dry cleaner ■ I took my suit to the cleaners, 
take (someone) to the cleaners informal : to get all or 
most of someone's money or possessions usually in a dis¬ 
honest or unfair way • I heard that his ex-wife really took 
him to the cleaners [-cleaned him out] in the divorce. 

Cleaning noun [noncount] : the act or process of cleaning 
something ■ She needs someone to help her with the cleaning 
[-housecleaning] while she is recovering from surgery. 

Cleaning lady noun, pi ~~ ladies [count] : a woman whose 
job is to clean offices or houses — called also cleaning wom¬ 
an 

Cleaning person noun, pi ~~ -sons [count] : a woman or 
man whose job is to clean offices or houses 

clean-li-ness /'klenlinas/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the state of being clean ■ The restaurant’s kitchen is regu¬ 
larly inspected for cleanliness. 

2 : the practice of keeping yourself and your surroundings 
clean ■ the virtues of cleanliness and honesty 

clean-ly /'klenli/ adv [more most ~] : in a clean manner: 
such as a : easily and completely ■ A sharp knife will cut 
through the skin of a tomato cleanly, b : without causing 
pollution • This fuel burns more cleanly than other fuels. 
Clean room noun ~ rooms [count] : a room that is kept 
extremely clean so that certain products can be made in it ■ 
The microchips are manufactured in a clean room. 

Cleanse /'klenz/ verb cleans*es; cleansed; cleansing 
[+ obj] : to make (someone or something) clean ■ The cut 
should be cleansed gently with mild soap and water. ■ 
cleansed of all impurities — see also ethnic cleansing 

usage The verbs clean and cleanse both mean “to make 
(something or someone) clean.” Cleanse usually refers to 
making the body or part of the body clean. ■ cleansing the 
skin ■ The herb is believed to cleanse the body of toxins. It 
can also refer to making a person’s mind, soul, reputation, 
etc., clean. ■ The ceremony is meant to cleanse people of 
their guilt and sin. ■ Try to cleanse your mind through 
meditation. Clean is more common than cleanse and its 
use is less specific. _ 

cleans-er /'klenz a/ noun, pi -ers : a substance (such as a 
powder or cream) that is used for cleaning something 
[count] a skin cleanser [noncount] Sprinkle some cleanser on 
the floor and let it sit for a while before you start scrubbing. 

Clean-Shaven adi, of a man : having a shaved face : hav¬ 
ing no beard or mustache ■ The waiters were clean-shaven. 

1 Clean*up /'kli:n,Ap/ noun, pi -ups [count] : the process of 
cleaning something • The children helped with the cleanup 
[=helped to clean up] after the meal. — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ The cleanup costs of the oil spill will be in the 
millions of dollars. ■ The company’s cleanup efforts have 
been applauded by the town. 

2 cleanup adi, always used before a noun : fourth in the bat¬ 
ting order of a baseball team ■ a cleanup hitter 

— cleanup adv He’s batting cleanup. 

1 Clear /'kite/ adi cleaner; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : very obvious : not causing or allowing doubt ■ The show 
was a clear failure. [=it was clearly a failure; there is no 
doubt that the show was a failure] • There are clear differenc¬ 
es between the two candidates. ■ She’s the clear favorite to 
win the election. ■ I’m not completely happy with the plan, 
but I see no clear alternative. ■ He was the clear winner. ■ It 
has become clear [-evident] to me that changes are neces¬ 
sary. ■ She has made it abundantly/painfully/very clear that 
she does not support us. • It’s not clear how much longer 
we’ll have to wait. ■ She made (it) clear to me that she was 
unhappy. [=she told/showed me in a very definite way that 
she was unhappy] • "Changes will have to be made.” “Yes, 
that’s clear." • The sign said/read “Keep Out” as dear as day/ 
daylight/anything [=the sign very clearly said “Keep Out”] 

— sometimes used in spoken phrases that express anger • I 
want this work finished by this afternoon. Do I make myself 
deart [=do you understand me?] ■ The work needs to be fin¬ 
ished by this afternoon. Is that deart ■ Let’s get one thing 
perfedly dear. I want this work finished by this afternoon. 

2 : easily understood ■ She’s a clear writer. [=she writes clear¬ 
ly] ■ Her writing has a clear style. ■ a clear definition/explana¬ 
tion ■ a clear message ■ The instructions weren’t very clear 
about when we were supposed to begin. ■ (informal) The ex¬ 
planation was as dear as mud. [=extremely unclear] 

3 a : free from doubt or confusion • I think I have a clear un¬ 
derstanding of the problem. • Are you clear on/about what 
you need to do? [=do you understand what you need to do?] 
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• He has clear ideas about what he hopes to accomplish, b 
: able to think in an accurate way without confusion • She’s 
a clear thinker. • This job requires someone with a clear 
head. [=someone who can think clearly] — see also clear¬ 
headed 

4 : easily seen : having small parts and details that can be 
easily seen and identified ■ This picture is blurry, but that 
one is clear. ■ Our TV has a beautifully clear picture/image. 

5 : easily heard ■ a very clear sound : easily heard and under¬ 
stood ■ clear pronunciation ■ The teacher has a very clear 
speaking voice. 

6 : easily seen through ■ clear [= transparent ] glass ■ a clear 
liquid ■ a glass of cool, clear water • clear plastic bags ■ clear 
soup/broth ■ clear air ■ The water in the lake is crystal clear. 
= The water in the lake is (as) clear as crystal. 

7 : not blocked by anything • I had a clear view of the acci¬ 
dent. [=1 was able to see the accident clearly] ■ The aisles 
must be kept clear during the show. [=no people or things 
can be in the aisles during the show] ■ a clear path : not cov¬ 
ered by anything ■ You should keep your work area clear. — 
often + of ■ You should keep your work area clear of clutter. ■ 
Don’t try to cross the street until it’s clear of traffic. [=until 
there is no traffic on the street] — see also clear of (be¬ 
low), the coast is clear at 1 coast, clear sailing at sailing 

8 of weather or the sky : not having any clouds, fog, etc. ■ It 
was a beautifully clear, sunny day. • a clear blue sky ■ You 
can see thousands of stars on a clear night. 

9 a : free of marks or spots ■ an actress with beautifully/per¬ 
fectly clear healthy skin b : having a distinct and bright col¬ 
or ■ She has clear blue eyes, c medical : free of abnormal 
signs or symptoms ■ After treatment, all his tests were clear. 
[=his tests did not show any problems] 

10 : free from feelings of guilt or blame — used with con¬ 
science • The accident wasn’t my fault. My conscience is 
clear. = I have a clear conscience. A If your conscience is 
clear, you do not feel guilty because you do not believe that 
you have done anything wrong. 

11 finance — used to describe the amount that remains after 
costs, taxes, etc., have been paid ■ We made a clear [-net] 
profit of $500. 

12 : not having any planned or scheduled activities • 
Wednesday afternoon is clear [-free], so let’s meet then. ■ I 
like to keep my schedule clear on Friday afternoons. 

(as) clear as a bell : very clear ■ It was clear as a bell that 
morning—not a cloud in the sky. • The water was as clear 
as a bell. • Clear as bell, I heard him say my name. ■ a sound 
as clear as a bell 

dear of : away from (something dangerous, harmful, etc.) ■ 
Keep/Stay clear of [=out of\ trouble! ■ Stand clear of the 
closing doors! • We’ll pick up speed once we get clear of the 
heavy traffic. — see also 1 clear 7 (above) 
see your way clear see 'see 
steer clear (of) see 2 steer 

— cleanness noun [noncount] • I was impressed by the 
clearness [=(more commonly) clarity] of his explanation. ■ 
the clearness of the water 

2 clea X_yerb clears; cleared; cleaning 

1 l no obj] : to become clear: such as a of weather or the sky 
: to change so that there are no clouds, fog, etc. ■ The sky 
cleared after the rain. ■ The weather is cloudy now, but it’s 
clearing gradually. — see also clear up (below) b of 
clouds, fog, smoke, etc. : to go away ■ The clouds cleared 
(from the sky) after the rain. ■ The morning fog gradually 
cleared. ■ When the smoke cleared , we could see that the 
building had been completely destroyed, c of a liquid : to 
change by becoming easier to see through : to become trans¬ 
parent or more transparent ■ The water cleared after the 
mud had settled, d of the skin : to become free of marks or 
spots • My skin cleared when I started using the cream. 

— see also clear up (below) e When your head clears 
or when something clears your head, you become more 
awake or alert and are able to think in a normal way without 
confusion. ■ My head cleared after a good night’s sleep. = A 
good night’s sleep cleared my head. [=1 was able to think 
clearly again after a good night’s sleep] f When your i ri- 
sion/eyesight clears you become able to see things correctly. 
■ When I woke up everything was blurry at first, but then my 
vision gradually cleared. 

2 a [+ obj] : to remove something entirely from an area or 
place ■ He used a shovel to clear the snow off/from the drive¬ 
way. = He us#d a shovel to clear the driveway of snow. ■ They 
cleared timber from/off the land. ■ She cleared everything 
out of the closet. ■ I’ll clear those books out of the/your way. 


■ She cleared [-removed] the dishes from the table. = She 
cleared the table (of dishes), b : to cause the people in an 
area or place to leave [+ obj ] clear a room of unwanted visi¬ 
tors = clear unwanted visitors from a room ■ The alarm 
cleared emptied] the room (of people), [no obj] The room 
cleared quickly when the alarm sounded. [=the people in the 
room left quickly when the alarm sounded] c [+ obj] : to 
leave (an area or place) so that it is empty ■ The police or¬ 
dered the crowd to clear the area. 

3 [+ obj]: to make (a path, road, open space, etc.) by remov¬ 
ing things that block or cover an area or surface ■ The guide 
cleared a path for us through the jungle. ■ I cleared a space 
on the desk for my new computer. 

4 [+ obj] : to go over, under, or past (something) without 
touching ■ The horse cleared [=jumped over] the fence easily. 
• The pole-vaulter cleared 15 feet on his first try. ■ The boat’s 
sail just/narrowly cleared [=passed under] the bottom of the 
bridge. 

5 [+ obj] : to prove that (someone) is not guilty of a crime ■ 
The investigation cleared him officially of all the charges 
against him. ■ He says he’s innocent and he wants an oppor¬ 
tunity to dear himself. = He wants an opportunity to clear 
his name. [=to prove that he is innocent] 

6 [+ obj] a : to get approval lor (something) ■ You should 
clear the article with your boss before trying to get it pub¬ 
lished. b : to give approval for (something) ■ Her boss 
cleared [= approved] the article for publication, c : to say 
that (someone) has official permission to do something ■ The 
head of the agency has cleared her to see classified informa¬ 
tion. ■ The flight/plane/pilot was cleared to land. = The 
flight/plane/pilot was cleared for landing. [=the flight/plane/ 
pilot was given official permission/clearance to land] • We 
were cleared (to go) through customs. = We cleared cus¬ 
toms. d : to be passed or officially approved by (a group) ■ 
The bill has finally cleared the Senate. [=the Senate has final¬ 
ly passed the bill] 

7 [+ obj] finance a : to pay all the money that is owed for (a 
debt or loan) ■ clear a debt b : to gain (an amount of mon¬ 
ey) after paying all costs, taxes, etc. • After paying our ex¬ 
penses we cleared almost 1,000 dollars on the deal. ■ clear a 
profit C When a check clears or Is cleared, it goes 
through the process of being reviewed and accepted by a 
bank, and the money for the check is taken from the bank’s 
account. ■ Checks can take up to four days to clear. = Checks 
can take up to four days to be cleared. • The check failed to 
clear. [=the check bounced] 

clear away [phrasal verb] dear (something) away or clear 
away (something) : to remove (something) from an area or 
surface ■ Just give me a moment to clear away all these pa¬ 
pers, then we can sit down at the table. — sometimes used 
figuratively ■ They had a long talk and were able to clear 
away [=clear up, resolve] all their misunderstandings. 
clear off [phrasal verb] 1 clear off (something) or dear 
(something) off (something) : to remove things from (an 
area or surface) ■ It took her a few minutes to clear off the 
dinner table. ■ It took her a few minutes to clear the dishes 
off the dinner table. ■ I’ll clear off my desk so that you can 
use it. 2 chiefly Brit, informal a : to go away or run away 
: to leave quickly ■ When we heard the night watchman, 
we cleared off as quickly as we could. ■ I told him to clear 
ojf[=get lost] and leave me alone, b clear off (a place) : to 
leave (a place) quickly ■ I ordered the hikers to clear off 
[=get off] my land at once. 

clear out [phrasal verb] 1 : to leave quickly ■ He cleared out 
without paying his rent. 2 dear (something) out or clear 
out (something) : to remove unwanted things from (an 
area or place) ■ clear out a cluttered closet — see also 

CLEAROUT 

clear the air see 'air 

clear the deck/decks see ‘deck 

clear up [phrasal verb] 1 : to become clear: such as a of 
weather or the sky : to change so that there are no clouds, 
fog, etc. ■ The sky cleared up after the rain. ■ It’s cloudy 
now, but it’s clearing up gradually, b of the skin : to be¬ 
come free of marks or spots ■ My skin cleared up when I 
started using the cream. 2 dear up or dear (something) 
up or clear up (something) : to go away or cause (some¬ 
thing) to go away ■ My symptoms cleared up once I started 
using the cream. ■ The cream has cleared up my symptoms. 
3 dear (something) up or clear up (something) a : to 
make (something) clear by explaining it ■ clear up a mys¬ 
tery b : to cause the end of (something) by talking about 
it or dealing with it ■ We need to clear up [=resolve] these 
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misunderstandings. ■ If we try I’m sure we can clear up 
these problems quickly. 4 Brit : to make an area clean or 
tidy ■ Let’s clear up \=clean up, tidy up\ before we leave. 
dear your throat: to make a noise in your throat for atten¬ 
tion or to be able to speak more clearly ■ He cleared his 
throat and began to speak. 

3 clear adv 

1 : in a clear manner — used in the phrase loud and clear ■ 
“Can you hear me now?” “ Loud and clear'' [=1 can hear you 
very clearly] 

2 chiefly US, informal : all the way : completely or entirely ■ 
We drove clear across the state. ■ The ball rolled clear across 
the street. 

free and dear see 2 free 
4 clear noun 

in the dear : free from guilt or suspicion ■ The investiga¬ 
tion/jury considered all the charges against him and con¬ 
cluded that he was in the clear. [=that he was not guilty] ■ 
He’s not in the clear yet. The police still consider him a sus¬ 
pect. 

clearance /'klirans/ noun, pi -anc*es 

1 a : an official decision saying that someone has permission 
to do something [noncount] You’ll have to get clearance 
[= approval] from management to go ahead with the project. ■ 
The documents are only available to people with security 
clearance [=special permission given only to people who are 
approved to know or see secret things] from the government. 
[count] She has a security clearance that allows her to see the 
classified information, b : official permission for an air¬ 
craft, pilot, etc., to do something [noncount] The pilot got 
clearance to land. ■ That flight has not received clearance for 
landing/takeoff, [count] a clearance for landing/takeoff 

2 : the amount of space between two things [noncount] 
There was only 10 inches of clearance between the car and 
the side of the tunnel, [count] The car has a road/ground 
clearance of seven inches. I=the bottom of the car is seven 
inches above the road/ground] ■ a bridge with a 100-foot 
clearance above the water 

3 [noncount] : the act or process of removing things (such as 
trees or old buildings) from an area ■ the clearance of forests 
for farming ■ slum clearance to make room for new housing 

Clearance sale noun, pi ~ sales [count] : a sale in which 
prices are lowered in order to sell things quickly and make 
room for new items ■ The store is having/holding a clearance 
sale this weekend. 

1 Clear—CUt /'klia^kAt/ adj [more most ~] : very obvious 
and sharp ■ a clear-cut distinction : free from doubt or uncer¬ 
tainty : very definite ■ a clear-cut victory/decision ■ The dif¬ 
ference between their views on this issue is not clear-cut. 
2 Clear—CUt /'kli^kAt/ noun, pi -cuts [count] US : an area of 
land in which all the trees have been cut down ■ The law lim¬ 
its the size of clear-cuts. 

3 clear-cut verb -cuts; -cut; -cutting [+ obj] US : to cut 
down all the trees in (an area) ■ Ten years ago the lumber 
company clear-cut this hillside. 

— clear—cutting noun [noncount] ■ Clear-cutting has led to 
mudslides in many regions. 

Clear—eyed /'klia^aid/ adj [more —; most ~] : having or 
showing an ability to think clearly ■ She provided a clear¬ 
eyed [= clear-sighted, clearheaded] assessment of the problem. 
Clear*head-ed /'kli^hedad/ adj [more most ~] : having 
or showing an ability to think clearly ■ He remains calm and 
clearheaded in tense situations. ■ a clearheaded analysis 

- clear-head-ed-ly adv - clear-head-ed-ness noun 
[noncount] 

cleaning /'kiini)/ noun, pi -ings 

1 [noncount] : the act or process of making something clear 
or of becoming clear ■ the clearing of the table ■ the clearing 
of wood and brush from part of the forest 

2 [count]: an open area of land in which there are no trees ■ 
We found a clearing in the forest. 

Clearing bank noun, pi ~ banks [count] Brit : any bank 
that uses a clearinghouse 

Clear-ing-house /kiini),haus/ noun, pi -houS'es [count] 

1 : a business that banks use to exchange checks and money 
between them 

2 : an organization that collects and gives out information 
about a specific thing ■ an online clearinghouse for informa¬ 
tion on museums around the world 

cleardy /'klia4i/ adv [more most ~] 

1 : in a clear manner : in a way that is easy to see, hear, or 
understand ■ You should try to speak more clearly. ■ She 


writes very clearly. ■ The mountain was clearly visible in the 
distance. 

2 : in a way that is certain : without doubt : obviously ■ 
The project was clearly a failure. [=the project was a clear 
failure] ■ The problem is very clearly getting worse. ■ Clearly , 
a new approach is needed. = A new approach is clearly need¬ 
ed. [=it is clear that a new approach is needed] ■ “A new ap¬ 
proach is needed.” “Clearly." ■ “The current method isn’t 
working.” “ Clearly not.” 

cleanout /'klia^aut/ noun, pi -outs [count] Brit: the act of 
removing all unwanted material from a place ■ We gave the 
house the first thorough clearout it’s had/gotten for years. 

— see also clear out 2 at 2 clear 

Clear—Sighted /'klia^saitad/ adj [more —; most ~]: having 
or showing an ability to think clearly ■ He provided a clear¬ 
sighted [=clear-eyed, clearheaded] appraisal of the problem. ■ 
a clear-sighted commentator 

— clear—sight*ed*ness noun [noncount] 

Clear-way /'kliaswei/ noun, pi -ways [count] Brit : a major 

road on which cars are not usually allowed to stop 
Cleat /'kli:t/ noun, pi cleats 

1 [count] : a metal or wooden object that is attached to 
something (such as a boat or dock) and around which a rope 
can be tied 

2 a [count] : a piece of rubber, wood, or metal that is fas¬ 
tened to the bottom of a shoe or boot to prevent slipping — 
usually plural ■ cleats on a football shoe b cleats [plural] 
US : shoes that have cleats on them ■ a football player wear¬ 
ing cleats 

cleav-age /'kliivicfe/ noun, pi -ag»es 

1 [noncount] informal: the space between a woman’s breasts 
especially when it can be easily seen ■ The dress is cut low 
enough to reveal a lot of cleavage. 

2 : a division between two things or groups [noncount] the 
cleavage between the rich and poor [count] social cleavages 

3 [count] technical : the act of splitting apart ■ the cleavages 
of an egg as an embryo develops 

Cleave /'kli:v/ verb cleaves; cleaved /'kli:vd/ also cleft 
/'kleft/ or clove /'klouv/; cleaved also cleft or cloven 
/'klouvan/; c\eav Ant} formal + literary 

1 a : to split (something) by hitting it with something heavy 
and sharp [+ obj] The ax easily cleaves the log. [no obj] The 
wood is old and cleaves [=splits] easily, b : to pass easily and 
quickly through (something) [+ obj] The bow of the ship 
cleaved the water. ■ The darkness was cleft by the lantern’s 
beam, [no obj] The ship’s bow cleaved through the water. 

2 1+ obj] : to separate (something) into parts ■ The country 
was cleaved [= divided] in two by civil war. 

— compare 2 cleave 

2 Cleave /'kli:v/ verb cleaves; cleaved /'kliivd/ or clove 
/'klouv/; cleaved; cleav-ing 

cleave to [phrasal verb] formal + literary 1 cleave to (some¬ 
one) : to stay very close to (someone) ■ children cleaving to 
their families 2 cleave to (something) : to stick closely to 
(something) — usually used figuratively ■ He continued to 
cleave to the beliefs of his childhood. 

-compare 1 cleave 

Cleav-er /'kliiva*/ noun, pi -ers [count]: a heavy knife with a 
wide blade used for cutting up large pieces of meat 
Clef /'kief/ noun, pi clefs [count] music : a sign that is placed 
at the beginning of a line of written music to show the pitch 
of the notes ■ the treble/bass clef 
Cleft /'kleft/ noun, pi clefts [count] 

1 : a narrow space in the surface of something ■ The river be¬ 
gins as a trickle of water from a cleft in the rock. 

2 : a narrow area that looks like a small dent in someone’s 
chin ■ He has a distinctive cleft in his chin. 

— cleft adj ■ The plant has deeply cleft leaves. • a cleft chin 
Cleft lip noun, pi ~ lips [count] medical : a split in the upper 

lip that some people are born with 
Cleft palate noun, pi ~ -ates [count] medical: a split in the 
roof of the mouth that some people are bora with 
Clem-a-tiS /'klcmatas/ noun, pi -tis*es [count, noncount]: a 
climbing plant that has large pink, purple, red, or white flow¬ 
ers 

Clem-en-Cy /'klemansi/ noun [noncount] : kind or merciful 
treatment of someone who could be given harsh punishment 
■ The judge ignored the prisoner’s pleas for clemency. [=mer- 
cy] ■ The President has granted clemency to several people 
this month. 

clem-ent /'klemant/ adj [more most ~] formal : not too 
hot or too cold ■ The country is known for its clement 
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[=(more commonly) mild] weather. — compare inclement 
clem-en-tine / l klemdn,ti:n/ noun, pi -tines [count] : a kind 
of orange that is small and sweet 
clench /'klentfV verb clench-es; clenched; clench-ing 

1 : to set (something) in a tightly closed position [+ obf] He 
clenched his teeth and continued to look straight ahead. ■ He 
clenched his fists in anger. ■ She was angry and spoke quietly 
through clenched teeth, [no obf] His jaw/fists clenched and 
unclenched as he listened to the speech. 

2 [+ obf] : to hold (something) tightly ■ She danced alone, 
with a rose clenched in her teeth. • He was clenching a ciga¬ 
rette in his teeth. 

clere-sto-ry / , klia i ,stori/ noun, pi -ries [count] technical 
: the upper part of a wall that rises above a roof and that has 
windows 

cler-gy /'kl^cfei/ noun [plural] : people (such as priests) who 
are the leaders of a religion and who perform religious ser¬ 
vices ■ Local clergy have been invited to participate in an in¬ 
terfaith service. ■ a member of the clergy Clergy is used 
most often to refer to priests and ministers in a Christian 
church. — compare laity 

cler-gy-man /'kl^feiman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] : a 
man who is a member of the clergy especially in a Christian 
church 

cler-gy-per-son / , kl^d5i,pa«n/ noun, pi -sons [count] : a 
person who is a member of the clergy especially in a Chris¬ 
tian church 

cler-gy-wom-an /'kl^fei^uman/ noun, pi -wom-en 

/-,wiman/ [count] : a woman who is a member of the clergy 
especially in a Christian church 
CleMC /'klenk/ noun, pi -ics [count] : a member of the cler¬ 
gy in any religion 
CleM-cal /'klenkal/ adj 

1 : of or relating to a clerk or office worker • She spent the 
summer doing clerical work for a lawyer. ■ a member of our 
clerical staff ■ The mistake was due to a clerical error. 

2 : of or relating to members of the clergy ■ clerical celibacy ■ 
a clerical collar [=a narrow and stiff white collar that is worn 
by some clergy] 

1 Clerk /'klfrk, Brit 'kla.k/ noun, pi clerks [count] 

1 : a person whose job is to keep track of records and docu¬ 
ments for a business or office ■ a bank/office clerk • a law 
clerk [=a person whose job is to assist a judge] 

2 : an elected or appointed official whose job is to take care 
of official papers and business for a court or government * 
Have the court clerk file your request with the judge. ■ a city / 
town clerk [=a person whose job is to record what happens at 
city or town meetings and to keep special information about 
the city or town] 

3 US a : a person who works in a store ■ He works as a clerk 
in a local pet store. ■ a grocery clerk • a sales clerk at a wom¬ 
en’s clothing store b : a person who works at the main desk 
of a hotel assisting the people who are staying there ■ a hotel 
clerk = a desk clerk 

2 clerk verb clerks; clerked; clerk-ing [no obf] US : to work 
as a clerk — usually used of law clerks ■ After graduating 
from law school, she clerked for a judge for several years. 
Clev-er /"klcva/ adj clev-er-er; -est [also more most —] 

1 : intelligent and able to learn things quickly ■ A few clever 
[=smart, bright] students have started a business recycling old 
computers. ■ Some cats are clever enough to figure out how 
to operate doorknobs. 

2 : showing intelligent thinking • a clever design/invention ■ 
That’s the cleverest idea I’ve heard yet! • She found a clever 
hiding place for the letter. — often used in a joking or ironic 
way to describe a foolish idea, action, etc. ■ Whose clever idea 
was it to leave the window open? 

3 : funny in a way that shows intelligence • I enjoyed the 
play’s clever [=witty] dialogue. 

4 Brit, informal : talking in a rude way that is meant to show 
you are smart ■ Don’t you start getting clever [-{US) fresh] 
with me! [=don’t speak to me in a disrespectful way] 

5 : good at doing things with your hands : skillful ■ Even 
as a little boy playing with blocks he was clever with his 
hands. ■ a clever machinist 

6 Brit, informal — used in various negative expressions to 
suggest that someone is not feeling well ■ I’d had a few drinks 
and wasn’t feeling very clever. • For someone who hasn’t 
been feeling too clever lately, he just played a great round of 
golf. 

too clever by half chiefly Brit, informal : clever in a way 
that is annoying or that causes problems • an arrogant pol¬ 


itician who is too clever by half • a complex computer pro¬ 
gram that is too clever by half 

— clev-er-ly adv ■ a cleverly designed gadget ■ cleverly writ¬ 
ten dialogue — clev-er-ness noun [noncount] ■ the clever¬ 
ness of the idea ■ a cat’s cleverness 

Clever dick noun, pi ~ dicks [count] Brit, informal + disap¬ 
proving : a person who is clever in a way that is annoying — 
called also clever clogs 

cli-che /kli'/ei, , kli: l /ei/ noun, p/-ches [count] 

1 : a phrase or expression that has been used so often that it 
is no longer original or interesting ■ a speech filled with cli¬ 
ches about “finding your way’’ and "keeping the faith” 

2 : something that is so commonly used in books, stories, 
etc., that it is no longer effective ■ The macho cop of Holly¬ 
wood movies has become a cliche. 

— cli-ched /kli'Jeid/ adj [more most ~] ■ a clichid phrase 
■ The movie’s characters are clichid and uninteresting. 

1 click /*klik/ verb clicks; clicked; click-ing 

1 a [+ obf] : to cause (something) to make a short, sharp 
sound ■ He clicked his heels together and saluted the officer. ■ 
click your tongue/fingers b [no obf] : to make a short, sharp 
sound : to make a click ■ Her heels clicked on the marble 
floor. ■ a clicking noise/sound ■ Press the door until you hear 
the latch click. ■ The last piece of the puzzle clicked 
1=, snapped] into place. 

2 computers : to press a button on a mouse or some other 
device in order to make something happen on a computer 
[+ obf] To open the program, point at the icon and click the 
left mouse button. ■ click the icon [no obf] Click here to 
check spelling in the document. — often + on • Click on the 
icon to open the program. ■ I got to the Web site by clicking 
on a link at another site. — see also RIGHT-CLICK 

3 [no obf] informal : to become friends : to like and under¬ 
stand each other ■ They met at a party and clicked [-hit it off] 
right away. ■ I know him fairly well, but we’ve never really 
clicked. 

4 [no obf] informal : to get the attention or interest of people 

— usually + with • This is the issue that has really clicked with 
the voters this year. 

5 [no obf] informal — used to describe what happens when 
you suddenly understand or remember something ■ I worked 
on the problem for days, until finally one day something 
clicked and I knew what I had to do. 

— click-able /'klikabal/ adj, computers ■ The names in the 
list are all clickable. [=you can click on the names with 
your mouse to cause something to happen] ■ a clickable im¬ 
age on a Web page 

2 cMck noun, pi clicks [count] 

1 : a short, sharp sound ■ the click of her heels on marble ■ 
There was a click as the door closed behind him. 

2 : the act of selecting something on a computer screen by 
pressing a button on a mouse or some other device ■ You can 
order movie tickets on the Internet with just a few clicks of 
your mouse. 

dick-er /'klik;r/ noun, pi -ers [count] chiefly US, informal 
: REMOTE CONTROL 
cli*ent /'klajant/ noun, pi -ents [count] 

1 : a person who pays a professional person or organization 
for services * a lawyer’s clients • The accountant is meeting 
with another client right now, but she’ll be able to see you 
later this afternoon. 

2 : a customer in a shop or hotel ■ the spa’s wealthy clients 

3 computers : a computer in a network that uses the services 
provided by a server 

cli-en-tele /.klajan'tel/ noun [singular] : the group of people 
who are regular customers at a particular business • The res¬ 
taurant generally attracts an older clientele. • the boutique’s 
wealthy clientele 

Client State noun, pi ~ states [count] : a country that de¬ 
pends on another country for military, economic, or politi¬ 
cal support 

Cliff /"klif/ noun, pi cliffs [count] : a high, steep surface of 
rock, earth, or ice ■ Standing at the edge of the cliff, we 
watched the waves crash on the shore far below. • rock 
climbers scaling steep cliffs — see color picture on page C7 
cliff—hang-er / a klif l hseg9/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a story, 
contest, or situation that is very exciting because what is go¬ 
ing to happen next is not known ■ The election was a real 
cliff-hanger. No one knew who was going to win until the 
very end. 

cli-mac-tic /klai'imektik/ adj [more mast ~] : most ex¬ 
citing and important : forming a climax ■ At the climactic 
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moment, the main character of the novel finds herself face 
to face with the thief. ■ the movie’s climactic chase scene 

| Do not confuse climactic with climatic. | 

cjMTiate /'klaimst/ noun, pi -mates [count] 

1 a : a region with particular weather patterns or conditions 
■ living in a cold/dry/mild/hot climate ■ These trees only 
grow in humid climates, b : the usual weather conditions in 
a particular place or region ■ The country’s climate is ideal 
for growing grapes. ■ the humid climate of Malaysia ■ in¬ 
creasing concerns about climate change [=changes in the 
Earth’s weather patterns] 

2 : the usual or most widespread mood or conditions in a 
place ■ A climate of fear prevails in the city. ■ the country’s 
changing economic/political climate ■ The company is trying 
to develop a positive climate for innovation. 

— cli*mat*ic /klai'msetik/ adj ■ The climatic conditions in 
the region make it an ideal place to grow grapes. 

( Do not confuse climatic with climactic. \ 

cli-ma-tOl'O-gy Aklaima'tadacfei/ noun [noncount ] : the 
scientific study of climates 

— cli-ma-tol*o*gist Aklaima'tailacfeist/ noun, pi -gists 
[count] 

1 Cli*max /'kla^mseks /noun, pi -max-es [count] 

1 a : the most exciting and important part of a story, play, 
or movie that occurs usually at or near the end ■ The movie’s 
climax is a fantastic chase scene. ■ At the novel’s climax , the 
main character finds herself face to face with the thief, b 
: the most interesting and exciting part of something : the 
high point ■ the tournament’s climax • the climax of her ca¬ 
reer ■ The protest in May was the climax of a series of dem¬ 
onstrations in the nation’s capital. 

2 : the most intense point of sexual pleasure : orgasm ■ 
able/unable to reach climax 

2 climax verb -maxes; -maxed; -max-ing 

1 a [no obj] : to reach the most exciting or important part in 
something ■ The movie climaxes with a fantastic chase scene, 
b [+ obj] : to occur at the end as the most exciting or impor¬ 
tant part of (something) ■ The May protest climaxed a series 
of demonstrations in the nation’s capital. 

2 [no obj] : to have an orgasm ■ able/unable to climax 
1 climb /'klaim/ verb climbs; climbed; climb-ing 

1 [+ obj]: to move or go up (something) using your feet and 
often your hands ■ climb a ladder/tree ■ climb the stairs 

2 : to go up mountains, cliffs, etc., as a sport [+ obj] He 
dreams of climbing Kilimanjaro. ■ It took them six days to 
climb the mountain, [no obj ] She has climbed seriously for 
several years now. 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
move yourself in a way that usually involves going up or 
down ■ The actors were climbing down from the stage. ■ He 
climbed over the fence. ■ The passengers of the sailboat 
climbed aboard. ■ The pilot climbed into the cockpit. ■ I think 
she climbed in through the window. 'He climbed out of the 
car with a box in his hands. ■ The players climbed into their 
uniforms [=put on their uniforms] and headed for the field. 

4 a [no obj] : to go higher : to go upward ■ The plane rapidly 
climbed up above the clouds. ■ We watched the smoke climb 
[=rise] into the night sky. ■ The trail climbs steeply as it nears 
the summit of the mountain, b : to move to a higher posi¬ 
tion in a ranking or list [no obj] The book has climbed to 
number 2 on the bestsellers list. 1+ obj] Their second album 
is climbing the charts. C : to move to a social or profession¬ 
al position that is more respected or powerful [no obj] The 
book describes how the senator climbed [=rose] to power. [+ 
obj] He was hired right out of business school and started 
climbing the corporate ladder. 

5 [no obj] : to increase in amount, value, or level ■ Divorce 
rates have climbed in recent decades. ■ The company’s earn¬ 
ings have climbed 13 percent this year. ■ The temperature 
keeps climbing. 

6 of plants : to grow up or over something (+ obj] There is 
ivy climbing the walls of the old building, [no obj] a climbing 
plant [=a plant that attaches itself to something, such as a 
wall, as it grows up it] 

climb down [phrasal verb] chiefly Brit : to admit that you 
have made a mistake and change your position or opinion 
■ His statement is seen as an attempt to climb down [=back 
away] from the strong denial he made yesterday. — see 
also CLIMBDOWN 

climbing the walls informal : feeling very anxious or frus¬ 
trated because you have a lot of energy but are unable to 


do something you want to do ■ Being stuck at home all 
weekend had me climbing the walls. 

— climbing noun [noncount] ■ She enjoys mountain climb¬ 
ing. ■ We’re going to go climbing this weekend. — see also 
ROCK CLIMBING 

2 climb noun, pi climbs [count] : the act of climbing: such as 
a : the act or process of climbing a mountain, hill, etc. ■ It’s a 
20-minute climb to the ridge from here. ■ He’s planning to at¬ 
tempt one of the most difficult climbs in South America this 
summer, b : the act or process of moving upward ■ The 
plane made a steep climb [=ascent] to 30,000 feet, c : the act 
or process of going to a higher level or position ■ The book 
chronicles her climb [-ascent] to political power. ■ The book 
made a rapid climb to the top of the best-seller list. 
climb*down /'klaim,daun/ noun [singular] Brit : an act of 
admitting that you have made a mistake and are changing 
your position or opinion ■ His statement is seen as a climb- 
down from the strong denial he made yesterday. — see also 
climb down at ’climb 
climb'er /'klaima 1 / noun.pl -ers [count] 

1 ; someone who climbs mountains, cliffs, etc., as a sport ■ a 
mountain climber 

2 : an animal that climbs a lot or very well ■ Chimpanzees 
are excellent climbers and spend a lot of their lives in trees. 

3 : a plant that grows up walls, poles, etc., • climbers like 
clematis and ivy 

— see also social climber 

climbing frame noun, pi ~ frames [count] Brit : play 

STRUCTURE 

Climbing wall noun, pi ~ walls [count] : a wall that is spe¬ 
cially designed to be climbed and that is used to develop the 
skills needed for climbing mountains and cliffs 
Clime /'klaim/ noun, pi climes [count] literaty : a climate : a 
place with a particular climate — usually plural • They trav¬ 
eled south in search of warmer climes. 

1 clinch /'klintf/ verb clinch-es; clinched; clinch-ing 

1 1+ obj] a : to make (something) certain or final ■ His home 
run clinched the victory. ■ The new evidence clinches the 
case. ■ Her work on the project should clinch her a promo¬ 
tion. ■ The photos of the city have clinched it for me. I have 
to visit Prague, b : to make certain the winning of (some¬ 
thing) • If they win tonight’s game they’ll clinch the pennant. 

2 [no obj] : to hold each other closely during a fight ■ The 
boxers clinched. 

2 clinch noun, pi clinches [count] : a position in which two 
people (such as two boxers) are holding each other very 
closely ■ The referee told the boxers to break their clinch. ■ 
The movie ended with the hero and heroine locked in a pas¬ 
sionate clinch. [=(more commonly) embrace] 
clinch-er /'klmtfay noun [singular] informal : a fact or state¬ 
ment that makes something certain or final ■ This delicious 
soup is bound to impress guests. And here’s the clincher: it’s 
very easy to make. [=the fact that the soup is easy to make 
makes it especially appealing] 

cling /'kliij/ verb clings; clung /'kUp/; cling-ing [no obj] 

1 : to hold onto something or someone very tightly ■ The 
children clung together under the little umbrella waiting for 
the storm to pass. — usually + to or onto ■ The little cat clung 
to the narrow branch. ■ The boy clung onto his mother’s hand 
as they walked through the crowd. ■ The little boy clung to 
his mother when it was time for her to leave. 

2 often disapproving : to stay very close to someone for emo¬ 
tional support, protection, etc. ■ a clinging child — usually + 
to ■ parents who cling to their children instead of allowing 
them to be independent ■ He clung to his friends for support. 

3 : to stick to something or someone — usually + to ■ The 
shirt clung to his wet shoulders. 

4 : to continue to believe in or depend on something — + to 
■ He is still clinging to the idea that his marriage can be saved. 

5 : to try very hard to keep something that you are in danger 
of losing — usually + to ■ an aging leader clinging to power 

— clingy /'kliiji/ adj cling-i-er; -est ■ a clingy dress ■ He 
was a clingy child. 

Clinq film noun [noncount] Brit : plastic wrap 
clin*IC /'khmk/ noun, pi -ics [count] 

1 : a place where people get medical help ■ The clinic is of¬ 
fering free screening for diabetes. ■ a family-planning clinic • 
He checked into a drug rehab clinic. 

2 : an event at which a doctor is available to talk to people 
about a particular health matter ■ The hospital is holding/ 
having a pain clinic on Tuesday night for anyone interested 
in learning how to deal with chronic pain. 
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3 : a meeting during which a group of people learn about a 
particular thing or work on a particular problem ■ a reading 
clinic ■ A local club is giving a fishing clinic on Saturday. 

4 : a place where professional services are offered to people 
for a lower cost than is usual ■ A legal clinic in the city pro¬ 
vides poor families with advice on legal matters. 

put on a clinic US, informal : to perform or play extremely 
well ■ The quarterback really put on a clinic in the second 
half, throwing four touchdown passes. 

Clin-i-cal /'khnikal / adj 

1 always used before a noun : relating to or based on work 
done with real patients : of or relating to the medical treat¬ 
ment that is given to patients in hospitals, clinics, etc. ■ Both 
experimental and clinical evidence show that the treatment 
is effective. ■ She enjoys her clinical practice but is looking 
forward to working in a laboratory. ■ Three hundred patients 
were involved in the clinical study. • a drug that is undergo¬ 
ing clinical trials [=scientific tests to see the effect of a drug 
by using it with real patients] ■ He’s a clinical psychologist 
[=a psychologist who works with patients] and professor of 
psychology at the university. 

2 : requiring treatment as a medical problem ■ Clinical de¬ 
pression [=depression that is a medical condition] is more se¬ 
rious than the occasional bouts of sadness that most people 
deal with. 

3 always used before a noun : of or relating to a place where 
medical treatment is given : of or relating to a clinic ■ clinical 
offices • She has been the clinical director [=the director of a 
clinic] here for five years. 

4 [more most ~] : not showing emotion or excitement • 
Her voice was calm, almost clinical [=cold], as she told us 
what happened. 

5 : very exact or skillful ■ He did the work with clinical pre¬ 
cision. 

- clin-i-cal-ly /'klinikli/ adv • clinically depressed patients 
cli-ni-cian /kli*ni/an/ noun, pi -cians [count] : a person 

(such as a doctor or nurse) who works directly with patients 
rather than in a laboratory or as a researcher 
1 clink /'khqk/ verb clinks; clinked; clinking : to make or 
cause (something) to make a short, sharp sound that is made 
when glass or metal objects hit each other [no obj ] The bot¬ 
tles clinked together. [+ obj] When she’d completed the 
toast, they clinked glasses. 

- clinking noun [noncount] ■ I could hear the clinking of 
glasses coming from the dining room. 

2 clink noun, pi clinks [count] : a short, sharp sound made 
when glass or metal objects hit each other ■ the clink of glass¬ 
es — compare 3 CLINK 
3 clink noun 

the clink slang : a jail or prison ■ I spent a night in the clink. 
[=in jail] 

- compare 2 clink 

clink-er /Mdiqka/ noun, pi -kers [count] US, informal 

1 : something that fails completely ■ All his recent movies 
have been real clinkers, [-flops] 

2 : a wrong note in a musical performance ■ Somebody in 
the orchestra hit a clinker. 

1 Clip /'klip/ noun, pi clips [count] 

1 : a usually small piece of metal or plastic that holds things 
together or keeps things in place ■ hair clips • a tie clip [=a 
piece of metal that holds together the ends of a necktie] ■ He 
uses a money clip instead of a wallet. — see also paper clip 

2 : a container that is filled with bullets and that is placed in¬ 
side a gun so that the bullets can be fired ■ an ammunition 
clip 

- compare 3 clip 

2 clip verb clips; clipped; clip-ping 

1 [+ obj] : to hold (two or more things) together with a clip • 
clip the papers together 

2 : to attach (something) to or onto something else with a 
clip [+ obj] He clipped the keys to her belt. ■ Clip this micro¬ 
phone onto your shirt, [no obj] The radio clips to/onto a belt. 

- compare *CLIP 
3 Clip noun, pi Clips 

1 [count] : a short section of a movie, TV show, etc. ■ Here’s a 
clip from his new movie. • video/audio clips 

2 [count] US : an article that has been cut out of a newspaper 
or magazine : clipping ■ a pile of press clips about her son 

3 [singular] : the speed at which something happens ■ The 
market is growing at a clip [=rate] of five percent a year. ❖ If 
something moves or happens at a fast/rapid/steady/good 


clip , it moves or happens quickly. ■ The train was moving at 
a good clip. 

4 [singular] US, informal : one time or instance ■ He makes 
up to $1,000 a clip. — usually used in the phrase at a clip • 
She can bicycle 30 miles at a clip. 

5 [singular] Brit, informal : a quick and painful hit with the 
hand ■ She gave him a clip round the ear. [=she hit him on 
the ear] 

-compare 'clip 

4 Clip verb clips; clipped; clipping [+obj] 

1 : to make (something) shorter or neater by cutting off 
small pieces ■ She’s outside clipping [=trimming] the hedges/ 
bushes. • clipping the tips of their cigars ■ closely clipped grass 
■ The bird’s wings have been clipped so that it can’t fly away. 

— see also clip someone's wings at 'wing 

2 : to cut (an article, a picture, etc.) out of a newspaper or 
magazine ■ She clipped (out) several recipes from the maga¬ 
zine. ■ clipping coupons 

3 : to hit the side of (something) while going past it ■ The car 
skidded off the road and clipped a tree. 

— compare z clip 

clip-board /'klipiboad/ noun, pi -boards [count] 

1 : a small board that has a clip at the top for holding papers 

2 : a feature of a computer program that holds a copy of 
some data (such as words or a picture) and allows the user to 
move the data to another document or program ■ Copy the 
sentence to the clipboard and paste it in a new document. 

Clip—clop /'klipikla:p/ noun [noncount] : the sound made by 
a horse that is walking on a hard surface ■ the slow clip-clop 
of the horses as the parade passed by 

— clip-clop verb -clops; -clopped; -clop-ping [no obj] • 
The horse-drawn carriage clip-clopped down the street. 

Clip joint noun, pi ~ joints [count] slang : a business (such 
as a bar or nightclub) that makes its customers pay too 
much money 

Clip—On /'klip,a:n/ adj, always used before a noun : attached 
to something with a clip ■ a clip-on necktie ■ clip-on earrings 
Clipped adj [more most ~~\ — used to describe speech 
that is fast, that uses short sounds and few words, and that is 
often unfriendly or rude ■ She answered their questions in a 
clipped voice/tone. ■ the police officer’s clipped speech 
clip-per /'khp^/ noun, pi -pers [count] 

1 : a device used for cutting something ■ a hedge clipper — 
usually plural • fingernail clippers • wire clippers • hedge clip¬ 
pers ■ She cut his hair with electric clippers. 

2 : a person who clips something ■ a coupon clipper 

3 : a very fast type of sailing ship that was used especially in 
the 1800s 

Clip-ping /'khpiq/ noun,pi -pings [count] 

1 chiefly US : something (such as an article or a picture) that 
has been cut out of a newspaper or magazine ■ a newspaper/ 
magazine clipping ■ an old news clipping — called also press 
clipping, (Brit) cutting 

2 : a small piece that has been cut off of something ■ a fin¬ 
gernail clipping — usually plural • grass clippings 

clique /'klik, 'kli:k/ noun, pi cliques [count] disapproving 
: a small group of people who spend time together and who 
are not friendly to other people • high school cliques 

— cliquish /'klikij, 'klirki// also cliqu-ey /*kliki, 'kliiki/ 
adj [more most —] ■ The students in the high school are 
very cliquish and unfriendly. ■ cliquish attitudes 

cli-to-ris /'klitaras/ noun, pi -ri-ses [count] : a female sexu¬ 
al organ that is small, sensitive, and located on the outside of 
the body in front of the opening of the vagina 

— cli-to-ral /‘klitarol/ adj 
Cllr abbr, Brit councillor 

1 cloak /'klouk/ noun, pi cloaks 

1 [count] : a piece of clothing that is used as a coat, that has 
no sleeves, and that is worn over the shoulders and attached 
at the neck 

2 [singular] : a thing that hides or covers someone or some¬ 
thing • The soldiers began their attack under (the) cloak of 
darkness. ■ Their plans were shrouded in a cloak of secrecy. 

2 Cloak verb cloaks; cloaked; cloak-ing [+ obj] literary 

1 : to cover (someone or something) — usually used as (be) 
cloaked ■ a field cloaked in snow 

2 : to hide or disguise (something) — usually used as (be) 
cloaked ■ His caring personality was cloaked [= hidden, con¬ 
cealed] by shyness. — usually + in ■ The plans were cloaked 
(= shrouded] in secrecy. ■ a company cloaked in mystery 

— cloaked adj • A cloaked figure [=a person wearing a 
cloak] entered the room. 
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Cloak-and-dagger adj : relating to or showing actions 
or behavior in which people or governments try to protect 
their important secrets or try to learn the secrets of others ■ a 
cloak-and-dagger novel • cloak-and-dagger [=undercover, se¬ 
cret] operations 

Cloak-room /'klouk.ru.m/ noun, pi -rooms [count] 

1 Brit : a room in a public building that has toilets and sinks 
■ The ladies’ cloakroom [=(US) bathroom , restroom] is down 
the hall. 

2 chiefly Brit : checkroom ■ We left our things in the cloak¬ 
room. 

1 Clob-ber /'kla:b&/ verb -bers; -bered; -ber-ing [+ obj] in¬ 
formal 

1 : to hit (someone) very hard ■ Some guy was clobbering 
[=beating] him in the parking lot. ■ If you say anything I’ll 
clobber you. 

2 : to defeat (a person or team) very easily in a competition ■ 
We clobbered them in our last game. • She was/got clobbered 
in the election. [=she lost by a large number of votes] 

3 : to have a very bad effect on (someone or something) ■ 
Businesses are being/getting clobbered by the bad economy. 

2 Clobber noun [noncount] Brit, informal : someone’s clothes, 
supplies, or equipment ■ Just dump your clobber anywhere. 

1 Clock /'kla:k/ noun, pi clocks 

1 [count] : a device that shows what time it is and that is usu¬ 
ally placed in a room or attached to a wall ■ She looked/ 
glanced at the clock on the wall. It was now 2:30. ■ the hands/ 
face of the clbck ■ a digital clock — often used before 
another noun ■ a clock tower. [=a tower with a clock on at 
least one of its sides] ■ a clock face — compare watch; see 
also ALARM CLOCK, ATOMIC CLOCK, BIOLOGICAL CLOCK, 
BODY CLOCK, CUCKOO CLOCK, GRANDFATHER CLOCK 

2 the clock : a clock that is used in sports and that shows 
how much time remains for a particular part of a game ■ 
They were winning by 2 points with 10 seconds (left) on the 
clock. ■ They stopped the (game) clock with eight seconds re¬ 
maining. ">• In U.S. English, to eat up the clock or run out the 
clock or kill the clock is to keep control of the ball or puck 
near the end of a game so that your opponent will not have a 
chance to score. ■ We kept moving the ball to try to eat up the 
clock. ■ If we can run out the clock , we can keep our lead and 
win. — see also shot clock 

3 the clock : time clock ■ I punched the clock at 8:45 and 
started working right away. 

4 the clock chiefly Brit, informal : a device that shows how 
far a vehicle has traveled : odometer ■ a car with 100,000 
miles on the clock 

against the clock 1 : in order to do or finish something 
before a particular time ■ On our last project, we were 
working/racing against the clock. ■ It was a race against the 
clock to finish the job on time. 2 ^ If a race is against the 
clock , the time of each racer is measured and the racer 
with the fastest time wins. ■ One by one the skiers sped 
downhill, racing against the clock, 
around the clock also round the clock : throughout the 
entire day and night : every hour of the day • Our stores 
are now open around the clock. [=our stores are open 24 
hours a day] ■ Reporters worked around the clock to cover 
the stoiy. 

beat the clock : to do or finish something quickly before a 
particular time ■ In a desperate attempt to beat the clock , I 
raced to mail my tax return before midnight. 
put/turn back the clock also put/turn the clock back : to 
return to a condition that existed in the past ■ This new de¬ 
cision has effectively turned back the clock on 20 years of 
progress. ■ I wish that we could turn back the clock and 
start all over again. 

2 Clock verb clocks; clocked; clock-ing 

1 [+ obj] a : to measure the amount of time it takes for (a 
person) to do something or for (something) to be completed 
— usually + at ■ She clocked [=timed] her first mile at 5 min¬ 
utes and 20 seconds. ■ He clocked me at 30 seconds, b : to 
finish a race in (an amount of time) ■ He clocked 3 hours and 
15 minutes in his last marathon. 

2 a [+ obj] : to measure or show (the speed of something) 
with a measuring device ■ His fastest pitch was clocked at 91 
miles per hour. ■ The cop said she clocked me going 95 miles 
per hour, b [no obj] : to have a particular speed or to con¬ 
tinue for a particular amount of time — + in • The movie 
clocked in at just under three hours. [=the movie was almost 
three hours long] 


3 [+ obj] informal : to hit (someone or something) very hard ■ 
I was so angry I wanted to clock him. 

4 [+ obj] Brit, informal : to look at or notice (someone or 
something) ■ Just clock [=g et a load of] that new motor of his. 
clock in/on [phrasal verb ] chiefly Brit : to record on a special 

card the time that you start working ■ What time did you 
clock onl ■ I clocked in [=(f/»S) punched in] 10 minutes late. 
clock off/out [phrasal verb ] chiefly Brit : to record on a spe¬ 
cial card the time that you stop working ■ What time did 
you clock off yesterday? ■ I clocked ojf[=(US) punched out ] 
10 minutes late. 

clock up [phrasal verb] clock up (something) chiefly Brit : to 
gain or reach (a particular number or amount) • Our com¬ 
pany clocked up a record number of sales this year. 

Clock radio noun,pi ~ -dios [count] : a radio that includes 
a clock and that can be set so that the radio turns on at a par¬ 
ticular time 

Clock-Wise /'kla:k,waiz/ adv : in the direction that the 
hands of a clock move when you look at it from the front ■ 
Turn the screw clockwise to tighten it. — opposite coun¬ 
terclockwise 

— clockwise adj • in a clockwise direction 
ClOCk-WOrk /'kla:k,wa‘k/ noun [ noncount] 

1 : the system of moving wheels inside something (such as a 
clock or an old-fashioned toy) that makes its parts move ■ 
the clockwork inside a mechanical toy soldier 

2 — used to describe something that happens or works in a 
very regular and exact way • Every morning, like clockwork, 
customers line up outside the front door of the bakery. ■ 
Their wedding went (off) like clockwork. [=their wedding 
went very smoothly; everything in the wedding happened the 
way they planned] ■ The birds return each year, (as) regular 
as clockwork. — often used before another noun ■ The work 
was done with clockwork precision. • They return with clock¬ 
work regularity. ■ a clockwork operation 

Clod /'kla:d/ noun, pi clods [count] 

1 : a lump of dirt or clay 

2 informal : a person who is stupid and dull ■ Her husband’s 
such a clod. 

— clod-dish /'kla:dij/ adj [more most ~] • his typically 
cloddish behavior 

clod-hop-per /'kla:d,ha:p&/ noun, pi -ers [count] informal 

1 : a person from the country who is clumsy or who has bad 
manners 

2 : a large heavy shoe or boot — usually plural ■ a pair of old 
clodhoppers 

^log /'kla:g/ verb clogs; clogged; clog-ging : to slowly 
form a block in (something, such as a pipe or street) so that 
things cannot move through quickly or easily [+ obj] The 
sink was clogged by/with dirt and grease. ■ Traffic starts clog¬ 
ging (up) the streets at around five o’clock. ■ Something’s 
clogged (up) the pipes, [no obj ] The drain clogs easily be¬ 
cause the opening is so small. ■ His arteries clogged (up) again 
five years after his surgeiy. — often used figuratively ■ There 
are too many legal cases clogging up the court system. 

— clogged adj ■ a clogged pipe ■ clogged pores ■ clogged ar¬ 
teries ■ clogged blood vessels 

2 Clog noun, pi clogs [count] 

1 : a shoe or sandal that has a thick usually wooden sole ■ a 
pair of clogs — see picture at shoe 

2 : something that blocks or clogs a pipe ■ There’s a clog in 
the kitchen sink. ■ a liquid chemical that gets rid of clogs 

clois-ter /■kloista*/ noun, pi 
-ters [count] 

1 : a place where monks or 
nuns live : a monastery or 
convent 

2 : a covered path or hall 
with arches that is on the 
side of a building (such as a 
monastery or church) and 
that has one open side usu¬ 
ally facing a courtyard 

clois-tered /'kioist^d/ adj 
[more most ~] : separat¬ 
ed from the rest of the world ■ She leads a private, cloistered 
life in the country. : protected from the problems and con¬ 
cerns of everyday life • He spent most of his adult life clois¬ 
tered in universities. 

Clomp /'kla.-mp/ verb clomps; clomped; clomp-ing [no 

obj] chiefly US : to walk with loud, heavy steps ■ He was 
clomping [=clumping] around in his big rubber boots. 
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1 clone /'kloun/ noun, pi clones [count] 

1 biology : a plant or animal that is grown from one cell of its 
parent and that has exactly the same genes as its parent ■ the 
clone of an adult female sheep 

2 : a product (such as a computer) that is a copy of another 
product produced by a well-known company • a company 
that manufactures computer clones = a clone-maker 

3 : a person or thing that appears to be an exact copy of an¬ 
other person or thing ■ I am not a clone [= duplicate ] of my fa¬ 
ther. He and I are very different people. 

2 clone verb clones; cloned; clondng : to make an exact 
copy of (a person, animal, or plant) : to make a clone of 
(something or someone) [+ obj] Do you think scientists 
should clone humans? [no obj] a plant produced by cloning 
1 close /‘klouz/ verb clos»es; closed; closing •> The op¬ 
posite of close is open in every sense except senses 3b and 9. 

1 : to move (a door, window, etc.) so that things cannot pass 
through an opening : SHUT [+ obj] Please close the door. ■ 
We had better close the windows; it looks like it’s going to 
rain. ■ I forgot to close the gate. ■ She was having trouble clos¬ 
ing the drawer. ■ Close the lid on the box tightly, [no obj] 
The door opened and closed so quietly that I didn’t notice he 
had come in the room. ■ The box’s lid closed with a bang. 

2 (+ obj] : to cover the opening of (something) : shut ■ Re¬ 
member to close the box of cereal when you’re done. 

3 a : to bring together the parts or edges of (something 
open) (+ obj] Please close your books and put them under 
your desks. ■ Close your mouth. ■ Close your eyes and go to 
sleep. ■ I closed my fists and got ready to fight. ■ close an um¬ 
brella [no obj] This suitcase just won’t close] ■ Her eyes 
closed, and she drifted off to sleep. • My throat closed and I 
felt like I couldn’t breathe, b : to bring together the edges 
of (a wound) so that it can heal [+ obj] It took. 10 stitches to 
close the wound on his head, [no obj] The cut eventually 
closed [=closed up, healed over] on its own. 

4 : to not allow (a road, park, etc.) to be used for a period of 
time [+ obj] The city closed [=closed off] the beach during 
the storm. ■ They closed the bridge to traffic. [=they did not 
allow cars to use the bridge] [no obj] The park closes every 
evening at dusk. 

5 a : to stop the services or activities of (a business, school, 
etc.) for a period of time [+ obj] They closed the school to¬ 
day because of the storm. ■ We’ll be closing the theater while 
we make the necessary repairs, [no obj] The store closes for 
lunch from 1 to 2 p.m. ■ The auj>OT\closed for two hours yes¬ 
terday due to icy conditions. ■ The bank closes at noon on 
Saturdays. ■ What time does the library close ? b : to stop 
the services or activities of (a business, school, etc.) perma¬ 
nently [+ obj They closed [=closed down, shut down] the 
school/factory/office last year, [no obj] The restaurant has 
closed for lack of business. ■ The play closed [=it stopped be¬ 
ing performed] after 112 performances. 

6 : to end (something) [+ obj] The minister closed [conclud¬ 
ed] the services with a short prayer. ■ She closed the meeting 
by thanking everyone for their help. • Investigators closed 
the case after concluding that his death was an accident, [no 
obj] The services closed [concluded] with a short prayer. ■ 
I’d like to close by thanking you all for your help. 

7 [+ obj] : to stop keeping money in (an account at a bank) ■ 
I closed [dosed out] my savings account and opened up a 
new one at another bank. 

8 [+ obj] : to end the use of (a file, document, or program) on 
a computer ■ Remember to save the file before closing it. 

9 [+ otj] : to formally accept (an agreement) ■ They just 
closed a deal to take ownership of a new restaurant. ■ the 
custom of closing a deal by shaking hands — see also close 
on (below) 

10 [no obj] : to reach a specified price or level at the end of 
the day ■ TTie stock opened at $19 a share and closed at $22. ■ 
Stocks opened weak but closed strong. 

11 : to reduce the amount of distance or difference between 
two things, people, or groups [+ obj] The challenger has 
closed [-narrowed] the champion’s lead to within two points. 
■ closing the distance to the lead runner ■ These changes will 
help close the gap between the richest and the poorest coun¬ 
tries. [no obj] She has closed to within two points of the 
champion. 

close down [phrasal verb] 1 a : to permanently stop oper¬ 
ating : close ■ The factory closed down in the 1980s. b 
Brit : to stop broadcasting from a radio or television sta¬ 
tion for the day • We’re closing down for the night: tune in 
again tomorrow morning! 2 close down (something) or 
close (something) down : to permanently stop the services 


or activities of (a business, school, etc.) • They closed down 
[closed, shut down] the school due to financial problems. 
— see also closedown 

dose In [phrasal verb] : to come or move nearer or closer ■ 
The storm is closing in [= approaching ] fast. ■ Enemy troops 
are closing in all around us! ■ The lions closed in for the kill. 
■ I felt that the world was closing in around me. ■ The air 
became colder as night/darkness closed in. [=as darkness 
fell, as the night became dark] — often + on ■ The fire was 
closing in on their neighborhood. ■ The camera slowly 
closed in on the actor’s face. ■ Police were closing in on the 
two men. ■ Researchers are closing in on [=they are close to 
finding] a cure for the disease. ■ She’s closing in on 40. [=she 
is almost 40 years old] 

dose off [phrasal verb] close off (something) or close (some¬ 
thing) off : to not allow (something) to be used for a period 
of time : close ■ The city closed off the beach to tourists. ■ 
closing off a road with barriers ■ Half of the museum was 
closed off while they made the changes. — sometimes used 
figuratively ■ He closes himself off to new experiences. [=he 
does not allow himself to have new experiences] 
dose on [phrasal verb] close on (something) US : to formal¬ 
ly and legally agree to and complete (an important finan¬ 
cial arrangement, such as the purchase of a house) ■ We’re 
going to close on our house next Friday. ■ They closed on 
the deal. — see also ‘CLOSE 9 (above) 
dose out [phrasal verb] close out (something) 1 US : to 
quickly sell (all of a particular type of product in a store) at 
a lower price ■ We’re closing out our entire stock of chil¬ 
dren’s clothing! Come and pick up some bargains! — see 
also closeout 2 : to stop keeping money in (a bank ac¬ 
count) ■ She withdrew all her money and closed out 
[closed] her account. 3 : to end (something) in a speci¬ 
fied way ■ The team closed out the series with a 2-1 win 
over New York. • She closed out her remarkable career 
with a final grand performance. 
dose ranks see ‘rank 
dose the door on see door 

dose up [phrasal verb] 1 a : to close and lock all the doors 
of a building usually for a short period of time ■ Businesses 
closed up [closed] early so employees could attend the pa¬ 
rade. - We’ve closed up for the day. Please come back to¬ 
morrow. b close (something) up or close up (something) 
: to close and lock all the doors of (a house, store, etc.) ■ 
They closed up the house and left town. ^ To close up 
shop is to go out of business forever or stop performing ail 
services or activities for a period of time. ■ Rather than 
closing up shop entirely, the company laid off half of its 
workers. ■ The restaurant has already closed up shop for 
the winter. 2 : to move closer together ■ The troops closed 
up and prepared to begin the attack. 3 of a wound : to be¬ 
come completely healed ■ The cut eventually closed up 
[closed] on its own. 4 : to become quiet: to stop talking 
about your thoughts or emotions with other people • She 
closes up when people ask her about her parents. 5 close 
(something) up or close up (something) : to bring (people 
or things) closer together ■ Close up the spaces between the 
lines. 

dose your doors see door 
dose your eyes to see ‘eye 
2 close /'klous/ adj clos«er; -est 

1 : near in space : not far away or distant ■ We’re not there 
yet, but we’re getting close . ■ We stood close together to stay 
warm. — often + to ■ New York is much closer to Chicago 
than it is to Los Angeles. ■ Don’t get too close to the fire. » 
Stay close to me, children! ■ Let’s try to sit close to the front. - 
The trees were planted In close proximity to [-near] the 
building. ■ The gun is made for shooting at close range. 
[=from a short distance] ■ We were able to observe their be¬ 
havior at close quarters. [=from a short distance] ■ Over 200 
people lived In close quarters [=very close together] on the 
ship. — see also close encounter at 2 encounter 

2 : near in time • Christmas is getting closer and will soon be 
here. ■ She had her two children very close together. [=her 
second child was born soon after her first] — often + to • You 
shouldn’t snack so close to dinnertime. ■ It’s getting close to 
midnight. ■ My birthday is close to Thanksgiving. 

3 not used before a noun : very similar : almost the same ■ 
Their daughters are close in age. ■ close in size and shape — 
often + to ■ a sound close to the sound of breaking glass ■ He 
bears a close resemblance to his father. [=he looks very 
much like his father] 

4 not used before a noun : almost correct ■ “I’d guess that 




299 


close • closed 


you’re 29 years old.” "You’re close. I’m 30.” • It’s not exactly 
right, but it’s close. ■ You’re way off! Not even closel [=you 
are completely wrong] ^ The informal phrase close but no 
cigar is used to say that a guess was almost correct or that an 
effort was almost good enough. ■ "Was I right?" “Close, but 
no cigar." ■ We were close but no cigar. 

5 a — used to say that someone or something has almost 
reached a particular condition; + to • He was close to death 
when they brought him to the hospital. • These rare birds are 
close to extinction. ■ His reply left her close to tears. [=his re¬ 
ply almost made her cry] b : almost doing something — + 
to ■ She was close to crying. ■ The bridge came dangerously 
close to collapsing. [=the bridge almost collapsed] 

6 — used to say that something bad almost happened ■ That 
was closel We almost missed our plane. ■ That was a close 
one. [=close call, close shave ] — see also too close for cornfort 
at 'comfort 

7 — used to describe the people you are most directly relat¬ 
ed to (such as your parents, children, sisters, brothers, etc.) • 
She had no close relatives nearby. ■ We’re only inviting close 
family members to our wedding. — compare distant 

8 — used to describe people who know each other very well 
and care about each other very much ■ They were close 
friends in high school, but they’ve since grown apart. ■ My 
sister and I have always been very close. • We have a very 
close relationship. — often + to ■ We’ve always felt very close 
to each other. ■ He’s very close to his grandparents. 

9 : connected in a direct way ■ Sources close to the president 
say that he is willing to make a deal. ■ She stays in close 
touch/contact with her friends back home. • Authorities 
claim he has close ties to terrorist organizations. — some¬ 
times used figuratively ■ This idea lies close to the heart of 
Democracy. [=it has an important connection to Democra¬ 
cy] ■ Animal rights is a cause that is close to my heart. [=1 
care very much about animal rights] 

10 : very careful, complete, or precise ■ It’s important to pay 
close attention to the details. ■ Take a closer look at the evi¬ 
dence. ■ On closer examination, it appeared that something 
was missing. ■ We worked under the close supervision of a 
trained professional. ■ a close study of the Greek classics ■ a 
close reading of a text ■ Keep (a) close watch on the baby. = 
Keep a close eye on the baby. [=watch the baby closely] 

11 — used to describe a race, contest, game, etc., in which 
one person, group, or team defeats the other or is leading the 
other by only a small amount ■ That was a close game. We 
only beat them by one point. ■ It was the closest election in 
recent history. ■ a close race ■ At this point, the election is too 
close to call. [=it is not clear who will win] When you are a 
close second, there is a small difference between you and 
the winner. ■ Vanilla is the most popular flavor while choco¬ 
late is/finishes/runs a close second. ■ She won the race while 
her teammate came in a close second. [=her teammate fin¬ 
ished soon after her] 

12 : very short or near to the skin ■ a close haircut/shave 

13 : fitting tightly : having no extra space ■ I think there’s 
enough room in the car for all of us, but it’ll be a close 
[=fzg/if] fit. — see also close-fitting 

14 : warm in an uncomfortable way : not having enough 
fresh air ■ It’s very close in here: let’s open a window. 
close to home 4- If something is close to home , it affects 

you in a strong and personal way. ■ I’m a teacher, so their 
criticisms of our educational system hit close to home. • 
People are usually not concerned about crime until It 
comes close to home. [=until it affects them directly] 
close to the bone If something is close to the bone , it is 
very honest and deals with sensitive issues that can shock 
people or hurt their feelings ■ His joke about racism in 
America cut pretty close to the bone, 
close to the edge see 'edge 
close to the mark see 'mark 

close to your chest or US close to the vest If you hold, 
keep, or play something close to your chest or close to the 
vest, you do not tell other people about it. ■ It’s better to 
hold such information close to the vest. ■ She tends to keep 
her opinions close to her chest. 

— closedy adv [more most ~] ■ Don’t drive too closely be¬ 
hind the car in front of you. ■ The houses on our street are 
crowded very closely together. ■ She closely resembles her 
mother. ■ The suspects were watched closely by the police. 
■ We’ve been studying their behavior very closely. • closely 
related family members - close«ness noun [noncount] " 
the closeness of the election results • the closeness felt by a 
parent and child 


3 close /*klous/ adv clos*er; -est; at or to a short distance or 
time away ■ Don’t drive so close to the car in front of you. ■ 
He told me to stay/keep close as we walked through the 
crowd. ■ Come close , everyone. ■ Look close [= closely ] and 
tell me what you see. ■ She drew me close (to her) and held 
me. ■ The time for a decision is drawing closer. ■ My team¬ 
mate came in third, and I finished close behind. ■ They sat 
close together at the dinner table. 

close at hand : near in time or place ■ I always keep a few 
tissues close at hand [=near me] just in case. ■ The time for 
us to leave was close at hand. 

close by : at a short distance away ■ Don’t worry: if any¬ 
thing happens I’ll be (standing) close by (you). ■ They’re 
building a school close by. 

close on Brit : almost or nearly ■ We walked for close on 
[=close to ] five miles. 

close to 1 : almost or nearly ■ They spent close to half a 
million dollars on the project. ■ Our company employs 
close to a thousand workers. ■ I haven’t seen her in close to 
a year. • I sat there for close to an hour. 2 Brit : from a 
short distance ■ She’s even more beautiful when seen close 
to. [=close up] 

close up or up close : from a short distance : at close range 
■ You have to look at the painting close up to really appre¬ 
ciate its detail. • It looks very different up close. — see also 
CLOSE-UP 

come close 1 : to almost do something ■ We didn’t win, 
but we came close. — often + to ■ The band came very close 
to breaking up. ■ We came close to winning the champion¬ 
ship this season. 2 : to be similar to something or as good 
as expected ■ She said they taste just like real hot dogs, but 
they don’t even come close (to the real thing). 
cut it close see 'cut 

4 ClOSe /'klouz/ noun [singular] formal : the end of an activity 
or a period of time - Students vote for their favorite teacher 
at the close of each year. ■ At the close of trading, the stock 
market was two percent lower than yesterday. ■ As the year 
drew to a close, the debate over the new project grew more 
intense. ■ The war finally appears to be coming to a close. ■ 
She brought the show to a close with a performance of her 
most famous song. — see also complimentary close 

— compare s close 

5 c!ose /'klous/ noun, pi clos«es [count] Brit 

1 : the area and buildings that are around a cathedral ■ a ca¬ 
thedral close 

2 : a road that is closed at one end — used in street names ■ 
Turn into Bloomhill Close. 

— compare *close 

Close call /'klous-/ noun, pi ~ calls [count] : an escape that 
was almost not successful ■ We nearly didn’t get out of the 
burning building. It was a pretty close call, let me tell you! — 
called also close shave 

Close-Cropped /'klous,kra:pt/ adj : cut very short • his 
close-cropped hair ■ the close-cropped grass of the golf course 
Closed /'klouzd/ adj 

1 : covering an opening ■ All the windows in the house are 
closed. [=s/mf] : having an opening that is covered ■ Keep 
your eyes closed. ■ He looked at me through halt-closed eyes. 
■ a closed container ■ a closed umbrella 

2 : not operating or open to the public ■ The store is closed 
for lunch between 1 and 2 p.m. ■ The beach is closed this 
time of night. ■ These restrooms are closed for cleaning. ■ a 
closed road/bridge 

3 a : having ended : not being worked on anymore ■ The 
case is closed, b : no longer able to be discussed ■ The ques¬ 
tion is closed. ■ The chairman declared the discussion closed 
and allowed no further speeches. 

4 : including only people from a particular group ■ There 
was a closed circle of advisers protecting the President. ■ 
clubs with closed memberships 

5 : happening in private : not allowing the public to partici¬ 
pate or know what is being said or done ■ The meeting was 
closed to the public. ■ The Prime Minister said that today’s 
closed meeting with the President was particularly construc¬ 
tive. ■ a closed session of Congress 

6 : not willing to listen to or accept different ideas or opin¬ 
ions ■ closed societies ■ I had a closed mind at first, but now I 
understand the need for change. 

behind closed doors : in a private room or place : in pri¬ 
vate ■ All of their meetings are held behind closed doors. • 
They seemed like the perfect couple, but you never know 
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what goes on behind closed doors. ■ The decisions are made 
behind closed doors, 
with your eyes closed see ‘eye 

closed—cap-tioned /'klouzd'kzepjand/ adj, of a television 
show or movie : having written words that appear on the 
screen to describe what is being said for people who do not 
hear well and that can only be seen if you are using a special 
device 

— closed-cap-tion-ing /'kloozd'kzep/anig/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

closed—cir*CUit /'klouzd'sa'kat/ adj, always used before a 
noun — used to describe a television system that sends its 
signal through wires to a limited number of televisions ■ The 
store uses closed-circuit television to monitor the activities of 
shoppers. 

Closed—door /'kloozd'doaV adj, always used before a noun 
: held secretly or privately ■ The council held a closed-door 
session in Washington. ■ closed-door meetings 

Closed—mind-ed /'klouzd'maindad/ adj [more most —] 
chiefly US, disapproving : not willing to consider different 
ideas or opinions : having or showing a closed mind • He's 
becoming increasingly closed-minded in his old age. ■ a 
closed-minded refusal to listen — opposite open-minded 

- closed-mind-ed-ly adv - closed-mind-ed-ness 
noun [noncount] 

Closed—mouthed /‘klouzd^auGt/ adj [more most ~] 
US : close-mouthed ■ He remains closed-mouthed about 
his plans. 

close-down /'klooz,daun/ noun, pi -downs 

1 [count] chiefly Brit : an occurrence or situation in which 
work is stopped for a long time or permanently in a business, 
factory, etc. : shutdown • plant closedowns ■ a government 
closedown 

2 [singular] Brit : the end of television or radio broadcasts 
for the day — see also close down at ‘close 

Close— fit-ting /'kloos'fitii]/ adj [more most ~] of clothes 

: fitting tightly to the body : not baggy or loose ■ a close- 
fitting pair of pants 

Close-knit /'kloos'mt/ adj [more most ~] — used to de¬ 
scribe a group of people who care about each other and who 
are very friendly with each other ■ a close-knit family ■ close- 
knit communities/towns 

Close—mind-ed /■klouz'mamdad/ adj [more —; most ~] US 
: closed-minded ■ close-minded people ■ a very close- 
minded attitude 

Close—mouthed /'kloos'mauGt/ adj [more most ~] US 
: not saying very much especially about a secret or about a 
particular subject • close-mouthed officials • They’ve been 
close-mouthed [=.secretive ] about the settlement. 

close-OUt /'klooz,aut/ noun, pi -outs [count] US 

1 a : a sale in which a store tries to sell all of its products be¬ 
cause the store is going out of business ■ a store closeout b 
: a sale to sell all of the old models of a product so that a 
store can sell the new models 

2 : a product that is being sold at a closeout ■ a store that 
sells closeouts — see also close out at ‘close 

clos-er /'klooza*/ noun, pi -ers [count] baseball : a pitcher 
who specializes in finishing games 

close-set /'klous'set/ adj [more most of eyes : close 
together ■ her close-set eyes 

close shave noun, pi ~ shaves [count] : close call ■ 
I’ve had a few close shaves in my lifetime, but this one was 
the scariest. 

1 clos-et /'kla:z3t/ noun, pi -ets 

1 [count] chiefly US : a usually small room that is used for 
storing things (such as clothing, towels, or dishes) ■ The 
sheets and blankets are in the hall closet. ■ He has a closet full 
of new clothes. • broom/coat closets ■ a walk-in closet [=a 
large closet usually for clothes] — see also water closet 

2 [noncount] : a state in which someone will not talk about 
something or admit something; especially : a state in which 
someone will not admit being a homosexual — usually used 
in the phrases in the closet or out of the closet • He’s still in 
the closet. [=he has not told people that he is gay) ■ She came 
out of the closet in college. 

skeleton in the/your closet see ‘skeleton 

2 closet adj, always used before a noun : hiding the fact that 
you are a particular type of pereon • She’s a closet racist. 
[=she does not want people to know that she is a racist] ■ 
Some people think he’s a closet homosexual. 

3 closet verb -ets; -et-ed; -et-ing [+ obj] 


1 : to put (yourself) in a room in order to be alone ■ He clos¬ 
eted himself in his apartment for several days. 

2 : to bring (someone) into a room in order to talk privately 

— usually used as (be) closeted ■ The manager was closeted 
with one of her employees for several hours. 

Close— up /'klous,Ap/ noun, pi -ups : a photograph or mov¬ 
ie picture taken very close to an object or person [count] 
“Move in for a close-up," said the film’s director. • a close-up 
of her face [noncount] The scene was shot in close-up. 

— close-up /jkloosVp/ adj, always used before a noun ■ Get 
a close-up shot of them kissing. 

1 clos-ing /'klooziij/ noun, pi- ings [count] 

1 : a situation or occurrence in which a business or organi¬ 
zation shuts down and stops its operations ■ factory/plant/ 
store closings ■ the closing of the local school/hospital 

2 : the last part of a letter or speech ■ a very brief/abrupt 
closing 

3 : a meeting in which the owners of a house formally give 
ownership of the house to other people ■ We met with our 
lawyer before the closing on our new house. • closing costs 
[=the extra amounts of money that people need to pay when 
they buy a house] 

in closing formal : at the end of a speech, letter, etc. ■ 
“Thank you all for your help, and for making the fair such 
a big success," she said in closing. — used to introduce the 
final remarks in a speech, letter, etc. ■ In closing [=in con¬ 
clusion], I would like to make one final point. 

2 ClOSing adj, always used before a noun : forming the last 
part or end of something ■ the book’s closing chapters/pages/ 
lines ■ the closing days/years of his life ■ In her closing argu¬ 
ments, the lawyer repeated that her client was not guilty. ■ 
his closing remarks in the debate ■ the closing ceremonies of 
the Olympics ■ His name’s listed in the movie’s closing cred¬ 
its. 

closing date noun, pi ~ dates [count] Brit : the last day 
that something (such as applying for a job or entering a con¬ 
test) can be done : deadline ■ The closing date for entries is 
October 1st. 

closing price noun, pi ~ prices [count] : the price of a 
stock or bond at the end of a day • the previous day’s closing 
price 

Closing time noun [noncount] : the time when businesses 
(such as banks and bars) close for the day 
clo-sure /'klou3a>/ noun, pi -sures 

1 [count] : a situation or occurrence in which something 
(such as a business or factory) closes forever ■ business clo¬ 
sures [= closings 1 ■ a school closure = the closure of a school • 
The government forced the closure of the factory. 

2 [noncount] a : a feeling that something has been complet¬ 
ed or that a problem has been solved • I need to talk to him 
and get some closure on this issue, b : a feeling that a bad 
experience (such as a divorce or the death of a family mem¬ 
ber) has ended and that you can start to live again in a calm 
and normal way ■ Going to the memorial service for his late 
wife made it possible for him to achieve closure. ■ We all felt 
a sense of closure after our sister’s murderer was sent to jail. ■ 
trying to bring closure to the victim’s family 

3 [count] : the way that something (such as a jacket) is closed 
together — usually singular • The coat has a zipper closure. 
[=the coat is closed with a zipper] 

1 clot /'klait/ noun, pi clots [count] 

1 : blood clot • We were told that his stroke was caused 
by a clot in his brain. 

2 Brit, informal : a stupid person ■ That stupid little clot\ 
2 clot verb clots; clot*ted; clot-ting : to become thick and 

partly solid : to develop clots [no obj] medications that pre¬ 
vent blood from clotting [+ obj ] substances that help to clot 
blood 

— clotted adj • clotted blood • clotted arteries [=arteries that 
are blocked by blood clots] — sometimes used figuratively 
■ The streets are clotted [-clogged] with traffic. — see also 
clotted cream — clotting noun [noncount] ■ I take a 
drug to prevent (blood) clotting. 

Cloth /'kla:©/ noun, pi cloths /*kla:5z, *kla:0s/ 

1 : material that is made by weaving together threads of cot¬ 
ton, wool, nylon, etc., and that is used to make clothes, 
sheets, etc. [noncount] a piece of cloth [=fabric] [count] The 
dress is made out of a beautiful silk cloth. — often used be¬ 
fore another noun * cloth napkins/diapers • a cloth bag 

2 [count] : a piece of cloth that is used for a particular pur¬ 
pose (such as cleaning things) ■ Wipe the surface with a clean 
dry cloth. ■ a damp/wet cloth — see also dishcloth, face- 
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CLOTH, LOINCLOTH, TABLECLOTH, WASHCLOTH 

3 the cloth : Christian priests and ministers : clergy ■ He 
has great respect for the cloth. ■ a man of the cloth [=a priest 
or minister] 

cut from the same cloth If people or things are cut from 
the same cloth , they are very similar to each other. ■ Our 
mothers were cut from the same cloth. ■ The country’s new 
president is cut from the same cloth as his predecessor. 
out of whole cloth US, informal If something is created 
out of whole cloth , it is invented in order to trick someone 
into believing something. ■ He would make up stories out 
of whole cloth just to stir up trouble. 

Clothe /'kloutV verb clothes; clothed also clad /'k h Ued/; 
cloth-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to provide (someone) with clothes ■ the cost of feeding 
and clothing your children 

2 formal : to dress (someone) in a particular type of clothing 
■ people who clothe themselves in designer fashions [=people 
who wear expensive clothes] 

clothed adj 


1 : wearing clothes ■ He fell into the swimming pool fully 
clothed. • scantily clothed [=(more commonly) clad] young 
women — often + in • The men were clothed entirely in 
black. ■ She answered the door clothed only in her bathrobe. 

2 : covered in something ■ The land is clothed in dense green 
forests. ■ a bird clothed in bright yellow feathers 

Clothes /'klouz/ noun [plural] : the things that people wear 
to cover their bodies and that are usually made from cloth ■ 
heavy winter clothes [= clothing ] ■ I need some new clothes for 
the summer. ■ My sister and I borrow each other’s clothes all 
the time. ■ Always wear your best clothes for interviews. ■ 
dress clothes [=fancy or formal things to wear] ■ work clothes 
[=items that are appropriate to wear at work] ■ He changed 
his clothes. • I bought a new clothes dryer/washer. ■ a clothes 
hamper — see also plain clothes at 1 plain synonyms see 
CLOTHING 

clothes hanger noun, pi — ers [count] : coat hanger 

clothes-horse /'klouz,hoa^/ noun, pi -hors-es [count] in¬ 
formal + sometimes disapproving : a person who likes to wear 
stylish clothing • My teenage daughter’s a real clotheshorse. 

Clothes-line /'klouz,lain/ noun, pi -lines [count] : a piece 
of rope or a wire that people hang wet clothes on to dry 

clothes-pin /'klouz,pin/ noun, pi -pins 
[count] US : a small object used for hold¬ 
ing clothes on a clothesline — called also 
(Brit) clothes peg 

cloth-ier /'kloudjay noun,pi -iers [count] 
somewhat old-fashioned : a person or 
business that makes or sells clothing • the 
city’s finest clothiers 

cloth-ing /'kloudnj/ noun [noncount] 

: the things that people wear to cover 
their bodies ■ an expensive article/item/ 
piece of clothing ■ winter clothing ■ wom¬ 
en’s/men’s/children’s clothing [=clothes] • 

We’re collecting food and clothing for the poor. ■ Only peo¬ 
ple wearing protective clothing may enter the room. — often 
used before another noun ■ clothing stores ■ a clothing com¬ 
pany/manufacturer ■ the clothing industry — see pictures of 
clothing starting on page C13 
a wolf in sheep’s clothing see x wolf 



synonyms clothing and clothes both refer to the 
things that people wear to cover their bodies. Clothing 
tends to be used when discussing a particular type of 
clothes or talking about clothes in general. ■ a shop that 
sells vintage clothing ■ Food, clothing, and shelter are 
things that every person needs. Clothes is usually used 
when you are talking about the things that someone is 
wearing. ■ I need to put on some clean clothes. ■ He’s wear¬ 
ing fancy clothes today. Clothing is somewhat more formal 
than clothes and is not used in speech as often as clothes. 
There is no singular form of clothes, but you can talk 
about an article/piece/item of clothing if you want to refer 
to one thing that you wear. 


Clotted Cream noun [noncount] : a very thick kind of 
cream that is made and eaten especially in England 
1 Cloud /'klaud/ noun, pi clouds [count] 

1 : a white or gray mass in the sky that is made of many very 
small drops of water - The sun is shining and there’s not a 
cloud in the sky. ■ a rain cloud ■ flying high above the clouds ■ 
It stopped raining and the sun poked through the clouds. ■ 


Thick cloud cover [=a large number of clouds in the sky] hid 
the moon. — see also mushroom cloud, storm cloud 

2 a : a large amount of smoke, dust, etc., that hangs in the 
air ■ a cloud of cigarette smoke ■ clouds of steam/gas ■ dust 
clouds b : a large number of things (such as insects) that 
move together through the air in a group ■ a cloud [=swarm] 
of bees 

3 : a feeling or belief that a person or organization has done 
something wrong ■ The company remains under a cloud of 
suspicion. [=people believe the company did something 
wrong] ■ The team has been under a cloud since its members 
were caught cheating. ■ There’s a cloud of controversy/un¬ 
certainty/doubt hanging over the election. 

cast a (dark) cloud : to cause people to stop trusting some¬ 
thing ■ The scandal cast a cloud over his presidency, ^peo¬ 
ple thought the President did something wrong] ■ Several 
problems have cast a cloud on the program’s future. 
cloud on the horizon : a problem that could appear in the 
future ■ The only cloud on the horizon for the team is the 
age of its key players. 

every cloud has a silver lining see silver lining 
in the clouds -$*■ If you are in the clouds or you have your 
head in the clouds, you spend too much time thinking 
about love or about ideas that are not practical. ■ Since he 
met Sara, he’s been walking around with his head in the 
clouds. 

on cloud nine informal : very happy ■ He’s been on cloud 
nine ever since she agreed to marry him. 

2 cloud verb clouds; cloud-ed; cloud-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to confuse (a person’s mind or judgment) ■ The al¬ 
cohol must have clouded my judgment. [=made me unable 
to think clearly] ■ greed clouding the minds of men 

2 [+ obj] : to make (something, such as an issue or situation) 
difficult to understand ■ These new ideas only cloud the issue 
further. 

3 [+ obj] : to affect (something) in a bad way ■ a scandal that 
continues to cloud [-tarnish, taint] his reputation ■ The final 
years of her life were clouded by illness. 

4 [no obj] of the sky : to become covered with clouds — usu¬ 
ally + over • The sky had clouded over, and it was beginning 
to rain. 

5 [+ obj] : to cover or fill (a room, the sky, etc.) with large 
amounts of smoke, dust, etc. • The room was clouded with 
cigarette smoke. ■ smog clouding the sky 

6 [+ obj] : to cover (glass, a window, etc.) with many very 
small drops of water • Steam clouded [=fogged up] the bath¬ 
room mirror. ■ clouding the camera lens 

7 [no obj] of a person’s face or eyes : to show that someone is 
worried or unhappy ■ Her face clouded with concern. ■ Her 
eyes clouded over with tears. 

Cloud-burst /'klaud,ba«t/ noun, pi -bursts [count] : a brief 
time when it rains very hard : a sudden downpour ■ A cloud¬ 
burst caused the river to flood. 

Cloud—CUCkOO—land noun [noncount] chiefly Brit, infor¬ 
mal : la-la land 1 ■ If he really thinks he can win the elec¬ 
tion, he’s living in cloud-cuckoo-land. [=he’s crazy or foolish] 
ClOUd-leSS /'klaudlas/ adj : without clouds ■ a cloudless 
[=clear] blue sky 

cloudy /'klaudi/ adj cloud-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : having many clouds in the sky ■ Tomorrow will be cloudy 
and cold. • a cloudy day ■ cloud)> weather : covered with 
clouds • partly cloudy skies 

2 : not clean or clear ■ a puddle of cloudy [=dirty , murky] wa¬ 
ter • cloudy eyes 

— cloud-i-ness noun [noncount] • We’ll have clear skies in 
the morning with increasing cloudiness in the afternoon. 

1 Clout /'klaut/ noun, pi clouts 

1 [noncount] : the power to influence or control situations ■ 
She used her political clout to have another school built. ■ the 
country’s economic/financial clout 

2 [count] chiefly Brit, informal : a hit especially with the hand 

— usually singular ■ When she was naughty, she would get a 
clout from her mother. 

2 ClOUt verb clouts; clout-ed; clout-ing [+ obj\ 

1 baseball: to hit (the ball) very hard • He clouted 19 home 
runs last year. 

2 chiefly Brit: to hit (someone or something) hard especially 
with your hand ■ He’ll clout me around the head if he finds 
out what I’ve done. 

1 Clove /'klouv/ noun, pi cloves [count]: any one of the small 
sections that are part of a large head of garlic ■ a garlic clove 
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= a clove of garlic — see color picture on page C4 
— compare 2 clove 

2 clove noun, pi cloves [count] : a small, dried flower bud 
that is used in cooking as a spice ■ two teaspoons of ground 
cloves ■ Add four whole cloves. — compare ’clove 
3 clove past tense of cleave 

Cloven past participle of ' cleave 

cloven hoof noun, pi ~ hooves also ~ hoofs [count] : a 
foot of some animals (such as sheep, goats, or cows) that is 
divided into two parts 

clo-ver /'klouva-/ noun, pi -vers : a small plant that has usu¬ 
ally three leaves on each stem and that usually has round 
flowers that are white, red, or purple [noncount] a field of 
clover [count] It’s good luck to find a four-leaf clover. [=a 
clover with four leaves instead of three] 

1 Clown /*klaun/ noun, pi clowns [count] 

1 : someone who performs in a circus, 
who wears funny clothes and makeup, 
and who tries to make people laugh ■ a 
circus clown ■ Those big shoes make 
you look like a clown ! ■ a rodeo clown 
[=a person in a rodeo who dresses like a 
circus clown] — sometimes used before 
another noun ■ She came dressed in a 
clown suit/costume. ■ a big red clown 
nose 

2 : someone who often does funny 
things to make people laugh ■ His class¬ 
mates remember him as the class 
clown. [=a student who tried to make 
other students laugh] ■ He was always 
playing the clown. [=trying to make 
people laugh] 

3 informal : a rude or stupid person ■ Who’s the clown stand¬ 
ing in the middle of the road? ■ those clowns at the state cap¬ 
ital 

2 clown verb clowns; clowned; clown-ing [no obj]: to act 
like a clown : to say funny things or act in a silly way — of¬ 
ten + around ■ Stop clowning around. We’ve got work to do. 
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clown-ish /'klauniJV adj [more most —] : like a clown ■ 
his clownish red nose : acting in a silly or funny way ■ clown¬ 
ish behavior • her clownish coworkers 
cloy*ing /'klojiij/ adj [more most ~] disapproving : too 
sweet, pleasant, or emotional ■ a cloying romantic comedy • 
After a while, the softness of his voice becomes cloying. 

— cloy-ing-ly adv ■ a cloyingly sweet wine • cloyingly cute 
pink dresses 

1 club /'kUb/ noun, pi clubs 

1 [count] a : a group of people who meet to participate in 
an activity (such as a sport or hobby) ■ an exclusive social/ 
men’s club ■ Do you belong to any clubs ? ■ My friends and I 
formed/started a chess club. [=a group of people who play 
chess together] ■ She’s the club president. = She’s the presi¬ 
dent of the club. — see also fan club, glee club, golf 
club 2 b : the place where the members of a club meet ■ 
I’ll see you at the club. — see also country club, health 
club 

2 [count] : a sports team or organization ■ the president of a 
major-league baseball club ■ He spent five years with the 
club. ■ a ball club ■ a boxing/football/hockey club 

3 [count] : an organization in which people agree to buy 
things (such as books or CDs) regularly in order to receive a 
benefit (such as lower prices) ■ Join our movie club now and 
receive four free DVDs. — see also book club 

4 [count] : a business that provides entertainment (such as 
music, dancing, or a show) and that usually serves food and 
alcohol : nightclub ■ a dance club ■ jazz clubs ■ comedy 
clubs [=clubs in which people perform comedy shows] ■ They 
went club-hopping. [=they went to several different clubs in 
one night] — often used before another noun ■ club owners ■ 
club music [=dance music that is played in clubs] — see also 
STRIP CLUB 

5 [count] : a special metal stick used for hitting a golf ball 
: golf club ■ I just bought a new set of clubs. 

6 [count] : a heavy usually wooden stick that is used as a 
weapon ■ In battle, they used swords and wooden clubs. 

— see also billy club 

7 a [count]: a playing card that is marked with a black shape 
that looks like three round leaves ■ one heart, two diamonds, 
and two clubs — see picture at playing card b clubs 
[plural] : the suit in a deck of playing cards that consists of 
cards marked by a black shape that looks like three round 


leaves ■ the nine of clubs — compare diamond, heart, 
spade 

8 [count] informal: club sandwich ■ She ordered a turkey 
club with French fries. 
in the club Brit, informal : pregnant 
join the club also welcome to the club informal — used to 
say that the problems or feelings someone is having are 
problems or feelings that you have had yourself ■ If you 
don’t understand the rules, join the club : no one else does 
either! — often used to suggest that a person’s problems or 
feelings are not unusual and do not deserve much sympa¬ 
thy ■ So you think you deserve to be paid more money for 
your work? Well,/pin the club. [=lots of people think they 
deserve more money] ■ “My son won’t do what I tell him to 
do.’’ “ Join the club. I can’t get my daughter to obey me, ei¬ 
ther.” 

2 club verb clubs; clubbed; club-bing [+ obj] : to hit (a per¬ 
son or animal) with a heavy stick or object ■ They clubbed 
him with a baseball bat. ■ He was clubbed to death. [=killed 
by being hit with a heavy object] 

club together [phrasal verb] Brit : to combine your money 
with the money of other people 4- If a group of people club 
together to do something, each member of the group gives 
some money to pay for something. • We clubbed together to 
buy him a new watch. 

club-bing /'klAbii)/ noun [noncount] : the activity of going 
to nightclubs in order to dance, drink alcohol, etc. ■ a night 
of clubbing — often used in the phrases go clubbing or go 
out clubbing ■ Friday night, we went out clubbing in the city. 

— club-ber /'klAba*/ noun, pi -bers [count] • A line of club¬ 
bers [=people who go to nightclubs] was waiting at the 
door. 

club-by /'klAbi/ adj club-bi-er, -est US : friendly only to 
people who belong to a high social class ■ the restaurant’s 
clubby [-exclusive, elite] atmosphere ■ the clubby world of 
New York’s social elite 

— club-bf-ness noun [noncount] 

Club-fOOt /'klAb,fut/ noun, pi -feet [count] : a foot that does 
not have a normal shape : a badly twisted or deformed foot 
that someone is bom with; also [noncount ]: the medical con¬ 
dition of having such a foot ■ clubfoot and other major birth 
defects 

— club—foot-ed / , klAb,fut3d/ adj 
Club-house /'klAb,haus/ noun, pi -hous-es [count] 

1 : a building used by a club for its activities 

2 : a building that has lockers and showers and that is used 
by a sports team 

3 : a building at a golf course that usually has a locker room, 
a store that sells golf equipment, and a restaurant 

Club sandwich noun, pi ~ -wiches [count] : a sandwich 
that has three slices of bread with two layers of meat (such as 
turkey) and other cold foods (such as lettuce, tomato, and 
mayonnaise) between them 
club soda noun [noncount] US : soda water 
1 cluck /'kUk/ noun, pi clucks [count] 

1 a : a short, low sound that is made by a chicken b : a 
short, low sound that is used to show disapproval or sympa¬ 
thy ■ clucks of disapproval 

2 US, informal : a stupid or foolish person ■ Don’t be such a 
dumb cluck. 

2 cluck verb clucks; clucked; cluck-lng 

1 [no obj] of a chicken : to make a low sound ■ The hen 
clucked at her chicks. 

2 : to make a low sound with the tongue [no obj] The driver 
clucked at the horses to get them moving. ■ She clucked in 
sympathy/disappointment. [+ obj] He clucked his tongue. 

3 [no obj] informal : to talk about something in an excited 
and often disapproving way ■ Commentators have been 
clucking over/about his lack of experience. 

— clucking noun [noncount] ■ the clucking of chickens in 
the coop 

1 clue /'klu:/ noun, pi clues 

1 [count] : something that helps a person find something, un¬ 
derstand something, or solve a mystery or puzzle ■ The book 
gives the reader plenty of clues to solve the mystery. ■ Sci¬ 
ence gives us clues about the origin of the universe. ■ “Guess 
who I met today." “Can you give me a clueT ■ It gives a clue 
as to how to proceed. ■ a crossword puzzle clue 

2 [singular] informal : an understanding of something 
: knowledge about something ; idea - Get a duel [=don’t be 
so stupid or clueless] — usually used in negative statements ■ 
I had no clue what he meant. [=1 didn’t understand what he 
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meant at all] ■ He doesn’t have a clue when it comes to fixing 
cars. [=he knows nothing about fixing cars] ■ Do you have 
any clue about what’s going on here? ■ When it comes to 
computers, I don’t have a clue. [=I’m clueless] 

2 clue verb clues; clued; clue-lng or eluding 

clue in [phrasal verb] clue (someone) in also clue in (some¬ 
one) informal : to give information to (someone) ■ The 
public should be clued in to what’s happening. [=should be 
told about what’s happening] — often + on ■ She’ll clue you 
in on the latest news. — often used as clued in ■ He’s totally 
clued in on [=he knows a lot about] the latest computer de¬ 
velopments. 

Clued Up adj [more most ~] Brit, informal : having a lot 
of information about something • He’s totally clued up 
[=clued in] (on/about the latest computer developments), 
cluedess /'kluilas/ adj [more most ~] informal : not hav¬ 
ing knowledge about something : unable to understand 
something ■ When it comes to computers, I’m clueless. ■ her 
clueless kid brother ■ They were clueless about what to do. 

1 clump /'kkmp/ noun, pi clumps [count] 

1 a : a small ball or mass of something ■ a clump of roots/ 
grass/mud b : a group of things or people that are close to¬ 
gether • There is a clump of bushes/trees at the edge of the 
field. ■ a clump of spectators 

2 : a loud, heavy sound made by footsteps ■ I could hear the 
clump of his footsteps as he came down the stairs. 

2 clump verb clumps; clumped; clump-ing 

1 : to form a mass or clump [no obj] The virus causes the 
cells to clump (together). [+ obj] The virus clumps the cells 
together. 

2 [no obj] : to walk with loud, heavy steps ■ I could hear him 
clumping [^clomping] down/up the stairs. 

clumpy /'kUmpi/ adj clump-i*er; -est [also more most 
~] : having many small clumps ■ clumpy soil 
clum-sy /'klAmzi/ adj clum*si»er; -est [also more most 
~] 

1 : moving or doing things in a very awkward way and tend¬ 
ing to drop or break things ■ I’m sorry about spilling your 
wine—that was very clumsy of me. ■ I have very clumsy 
hands and tend to drop things. ■ He is very clumsy. = He is a 
very clumsy person. 

2 : badly or awkwardly made or done • She made a clumsy 
attempt at a joke. 

3 : hard to use : awkward to handle ■ a clumsy tool 

- clum-sMy /'klAmzali/ adv • They dealt with the situation 
clumsily. — clum*sl*ness /'klAmzinss/ noun [noncount] ■ 
It was my own clumsiness that caused the accident. 

Clung past tense and past participle of cling 
Clunk /'klAi)k/ noun, pi clunks [count] : a loud, dull sound 
that is made when a heavy object hits another object or a 
surface ■ The book hit the floor with a loud clunk. 

- clunk verb clunks; clunked; clunkdng [no obj] The 
car door clunked shut. [+ obj] The ball clunked [=hit] him 
on the head. 

clunk-er /'klAgka 1 / noun,pi -ers [count] chiefly US, informal 

1 : an old car or machine that does not work well ■ My first 
car was an old clunker that kept breaking down. 

2 : something that is a complete failure ■ That joke was a real 
clunker. ■ The director’s recent films have all been clunkers. 

Clunky /'klAgki/ adj clunk*l»er; -est [also more most ~] 
informal 

1 : large and awkward in form or appearance ■ clunky shoes 

2 : old and not working well ■ I drive a clunky old station 
wagon. ■ a clunky old computer 

3 : badly or awkwardly made or done ■ His act was full of 
clunky one-liners. ■ clunky dialogue 

1 cluster /'klAstay noun, pi -ters [count] : a group of things 
or people that are close together ■ a Hower'cluster • a cluster 
of cottages along the shore ■ A small cluster of people had 
gathered at the scene of the accident. ■ clusters of grapes 
2 Cl USter verb, always followed by a preposition or adverb -ters; 
-tered; -terming [no obj] : to come together to form a group 
■ The children clustered around the storyteller. 

Cluster bomb noun, pi — bombs [count] : a type of bomb 
that is dropped from an airplane and that contains many 
small bombs 

1 clutch /'klAtf/ verb clutch«es; clutched; clutchdng 

1 [+ obj] : to hold onto (someone or something) tightly with 
your hand ■ I had to clutch the counter to keep from falling. ■ 
The child clutched her mother’s hand firmly. ■ He had a book 
clutched in his hand. 

2 [no obj] : to try to hold onto someone or something by 


reaching with your hand — usually + at ■ She clutched at his 
shoulder. 

clutch at straws see straw 
2 clutch noun, pi clutches [count] 

1 : the act of holding or gripping something or someone 
tightly — usually plural ■ She struggled to escape his clutch¬ 
es. [=he was holding her and she struggled to get away] ■ The 
hawk had the mouse in its clutches. [=in its claws] — often 
used figuratively ■ They were powerless to oppose them. He 
had them in his clutches. [=he had control of them] 

2 a : a pedal that is pressed to change gears in a vehicle ■ I 
have to learn how to let the clutch out smoothly. — see pic¬ 
ture at car b : the part of a vehicle that is controlled by a 
clutch ■ The car needs a new clutch. 

3 I CLUTCH BAG 

in the clutch US : in a very important or critical situation 
especially during a sports competition ■ He is known for 
his ability to come through in the clutch. ■ She scored a bas¬ 
ket in the clutch. 

- compare 4 clutch 
3 clutch adj [more most ~] US 

1 always used before a noun : happening during a very im¬ 
portant or critical time especially in a sports competition • 
She scored a clutch basket. ■ a clutch hit/play/goal ■ a clutch 
performance/situation 

2 : able to perform well in a very important or critical situa¬ 
tion especially in a sports competition ■ He is a clutch hitter/ 
player. = He is clutch. 

4 clutch noun, pi clutches [count] 

1 a : a group of eggs that is laid by a bird at one time ■ a 
clutch of eggs b : a group of young birds produced by a sin¬ 
gle group of eggs ■ a clutch of chicks 

2 : a small group of things or people ■ a clutch of 
buildings/onlookers 

- compare 2 clutch 

clutch bag noun, pi ~ bags [count] : a small bag that 
women use especially on formal occasions : a small handbag 
1 clut*ter /•klAta-/ verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing [+ obj] : to fill 
or cover (something) with many things : to fill or cover 
(something) with clutter ■ Tools cluttered the garage. ■ The 
garage was cluttered with tools. ■ Try to avoid cluttering your 
desk with books and papers. — often + up • Too many signs 
were cluttering up the street comer. 

- cluttered adj [more most ~] ■ a very cluttered attic/ 
desk/office/room 

2 clUtter noun [noncount] : a large amount of things that are 
not arranged in a neat or orderly way : a crowded or disor¬ 
dered collection of things ■ There’s a lot of unnecessary clut¬ 
ter in the house. ■ a pile of clutter ■ desktop clutter 
Clydes*dale /'klaidzgdeil/ noun, pi -dales [count] : a type 
of very large, heavy horse that is used to pull wagons 
Cm abbr centimeter 
Cmdr. abbr commander 

C’mon /ka'main/ informal — used in writing to represent the 
sound of the phrase come on when it is spoken quickly • 
C’mon, everybody, let’s go! — see come on 3 at ‘come for 
situations in which c’mon is used 
CNN abbr Cable News Network 

C—note /'si:,nout/ noun, pi -notes [count] US, informal : a 
100-dollar bill 

Co. abbr 1 company 2 county 
CO abbr 1 Colorado 2 commanding officer 
C/O abbr care of This abbreviation is used in addresses 
when you are sending a letter or package to a person by us¬ 
ing someone else’s address or the address of a company. ■ 
The letter was addressed to “John Smith c/o Merriam- 
Webster, Inc.” 

CO -prefix 

1 : with : together ■ coexist 

2 : associated with another ■ coworker ■ coauthor • copilot 
1 coach /‘koofl / noun, pi coach*es 

1 [count] a : a person who teaches and trains an athlete or 
performer ■ a track/tennis star who has been working with a 
new coach ■ a vocal/voice/drama coach b : a person who 
teaches and trains the members of a sports team and makes 
decisions about how the team plays during games ■ a foot¬ 
ball/basketball/soccer coach 

2 [count] Brit : a private teacher who gives someone lessons 
in a particular subject 

3 : a large four-wheeled vehicle that is pulled by horses 
: carriage [count] In those days, people usually traveled 
long distances in coaches, [noncount] traveling by coach 
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— see also stagecoach 

4 chiefly Brit : a large bus with comfortable seating that is 
used for long trips [count] The company hired two coaches 
for the trip, [noncount] We traveled by coach to London. — 
often used before another noun ■ a coach driver/tour/party 

5 [noncount] US : the section of least expensive seats on an 
airplane or train ■ We reserved two seats in coach. ■ 1 usually 
fly coach, but on this trip I'm flying first-class. — often used 
before another noun ■ coach fares/passengers/seats 

6 [count] Brit : a separate section of a train ■ a passenger 
coach [-(t/iS") car , (Brit) carriage] 

2 coach verb coaches-, coached; coach-ing 

1 a : to teach and train (an athlete or performer) [+ obj] She 
coaches young actors/singers. ■ He coaches the tennis star. 
[no obj] He coaches in singing, b : to teach, train, and direct 
(a sports team) [+ obj] He has coached the team for several 
years. • She coached the U.S. gymnastics team at the Olym¬ 
pics. ■ He coaches football and basketball. [=he coaches foot¬ 
ball and basketball teams] [no obj] He has coached at the 
college level for many years. 

2 [+ obj] chiefly Brit : to teach (a student) privately rather 
than in a class 

3 [+ obj] : to give (someone) instructions on what to do or 
say in a particular situation ■ The lawyer admitted to coach¬ 
ing the witness. ■ It was clear that the witness had been 
coached by her lawyer on how to answer the questions. 

— coaching adj ■ a coaching job/career ■ the team’s coach¬ 
ing staff — coaching noun [noncount] ■ She got into 
coaching a couple years ago. ■ He can pass the test with a 
little coaching. ■ The lawyer’s coaching helped the witness. 

coactvable /'koutfabal/ adj [more most ~] : capable of 
being easily taught and trained to do something better ■ The 
player/singer is very coachable. 
coach-load /*koutf,loud/ noun, pi -loads [count] Brit : a 
large group of people that fills a coach (sense 4) ■ two coach¬ 
loads [-(chiefly US) busloads] of tourists 
coach-man /'koutfman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] in 
the past : a man whose job was driving a carriage pulled by 
horses 

CO-ag-U-late /kou'segjajert/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -lat-ing 

: to become thick and partly solid [no obj] The blood coagu¬ 
lated. ■ The eggs coagulate when heated. [+ obj] The medi¬ 
cine helps coagulate blood. 

— co-ag-u-la-tion /kou^gja'lerJan/rtOMW [noncount] 
coal /'koul/ noun, pi coals 

1 [ noncount ] : a black or brownish-black hard substance 
within the earth that is used as a fuel ■ a bin of coal ■ The fur¬ 
nace bums coal. ■ a lump of coal — often used before anoth¬ 
er noun ■ a coal bin/mine/bed/stove ■ the coal industry 

2 [count] a : a piece of coal or charcoal especially when 
burning ■ When the coals are red, they are very hot. b US 
: a glowing piece of wood from a fire : ember • I toasted one 
last marshmallow over the coals of the campfire. 
carry/take coals to Newcastle Brit : to take something to a 

place where it is not needed because a large amount of it is 
already there 

haul/rake (someone) over the coals informal : to criticize 
(someone) very severely ■ I arrived late for the meeting and 
was immediately hauled over the coals by my boss. 
CO-a-lesce /.kowa'les/ verb -lesc-es; -lesced; -lesc-ing 
[no obj] formal : to come together to form one group or mass 
■ a group of young reformers who gradually coalesced into a 
political movement ■ The ice masses coalesced into a glacier 
over time. 

— co-ales-cence /,kow9*l£SQs/ noun [noncount] a glacier 
formed by coalescence of ice masses [singular] a coales¬ 
cence of forces 

coal-face /'kou^feis/ noun, pi -fac-es [count] Brit : the 
place inside a mine where the coal is cut out of the rock 
at the coalface Brit : at the place where the actual work of 
an activity is done ■ teachers working at the coalface in 
inner-city schools 

coal-field /'koul,fi;ld/ noun, pi -fields [count] : a large area 
where there is a lot of coal under the ground 
co-a-li-tion Akowa'lrjan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : a group of people, groups, or countries who have 
joined together for a common purpose ■ The groups united 
to form a coalition. ■ A multiparty coalition ruled the coun¬ 
try. ■ a coalition of businesses — often used before another 
noun ■ coalition forces ■ a coalition govemment/party 

2 [noncount] : the action or process of joining together with 
another or others for a common purpose ■ The group is 


working in coalition with other environmental groups. 

COal tar noun [noncount] : a black, sticky liquid made from 
coal that is used as a fuel and to make various products 
(such as soap) 

coarse /'koas/ ad) coars-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : made up of large pieces : not fine ■ coarse sand/salt 

2 : having a rough quality ■ coarse wild grass ■ The dog has a 
thick, coarse coat. ■ The fabric varies in texture from coarse 
to fine. - He has coarse hands. 

3 : rude or offensive ■ a coarse joke ■ coarse behavior ■ coarse 
[-vulgar] language 

— coarse-ly adv ■ coarsely chopped vegetables ■ coarsely 
ground pepper — coarse-ness noun [noncount] • We 
were shocked by the coarseness of his behavior. 

coars-en /'koasn/ verb -ens; -ened; -en-ing 

1 a [+ obj] : to make (something) rough or rougher ■ Coarsen 
[=roughen] the surface with a file before you apply the glue. ■ 
Her hands were coarsened by years of hard work, b [no obj] 
: to become rough or rougher ■ His hands coarsened 
[=roughened] from years of hard work. 

2 a [+ obj ] : to cause (someone or something) to become 
rude or offensive ■ He was coarsened by his time in prison. ■ 
offensive words that coarsen the English language b [no 
obj] : to become rude or offensive • The book describes how 
popular culture has coarsened in recent decades. 

1 coast /'koust/ noun, pi coasts 

1 : the land along or near a sea or ocean [count] sea/rocky 
coasts [^shores] ■ the west/east coast • He lives on the coast, 
[noncount] We drove along a long stretch of coast. [=shore] 

2 the Coast US, informal : the area along or near the Pacific 
Ocean ■ He’s flying out to the Coast tomorrow. 

from coast to coast: from one coast to the other coast of a 
country or continent ■ They traveled from coast to coast 
across the U.S. ■ The space shuttle launch was on television 
stations from coast to coast, ^throughout the country] 
— see also coast-to-coast 

the coast is clear When the coast is clear you can go 
somewhere or do something without being caught or seen 
because no one is in the area. ■ OK, the coast is clear —you 
can come out now! 

— coast-al /'k h oustJ/ adj ■ coastal areas/regions/waters ■ 
coastal mountains 

2 COast verb coasts; coast-ed; coast-ing [no obj] 

1 a : to move forw ard using no power or very little power ■ 
The car coasted to a stop. ■ The airplane coasted down the 
runway, b : to move downhill by the force of gravity ■ The 
children coasted on sleds down the snowy hill. ■ They came 
coasting down the hill on bicycles. 

2 : to progress or have success without special effort ■ After 
taking a big lead, the team coasted to victoiy. • He was ac¬ 
cused of trying to coast through school. ■ She decided she 
could coast along without a job for the next few months. ■ 
The company is coasting on its good reputation. 

coast-er /'kousta 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a small, flat object on which a glass, cup, or dish is placed 
to protect the surface of a table ■ Set the glass on a coaster. 

2 chiefly US : roller coaster 1 

3 : a ship that sails along a coast or that is used in trade be¬ 
tween ports of the same country 

coast guard (US) or Brit coast-guard noun, pi ~ guards 

1 US the Coast Guard or Brit the Coastguard : an organiza¬ 
tion that has the job of guarding the area along a country’s 
coast and helping people, boats, and ships that are in danger 
on the sea The U.S. Coast Guard is a military organiza¬ 
tion. ■ Their son joined the Coast Guard last year. — often 
used before another noun ■ Coast Guard officials 

2 [count] Brit : a member of the Coastguard 
coast-guards>-man /*koust l gaa , dzman/ noun, pi -men 

/-man/ [count] US : a member of the Coast Guard 
COast-line /'koust,lam/ noun, pi -lines : the land along the 
edge of a coast [count] a rocky/sandy coastline [^shoreline] ■ 
The plane flew along the eastern coastline, [noncount] miles 
of beautiful coastline 
coast-to-coast /'kousta'koust/ adj 

1 : going across an entire nation or continent from one coast 
to another ■ a coast-to-coast flight/broadcast 

2 US, informal a : going from one end of a playing surface 
(such as a basketball court) to the other ■ a coast-to-coart 
play b : resulting from a coast-to-coast play ■ a coast-to- 
coast layup 

— coast—to—coast adv ■ The event was televised coast-to- 
coast. 
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1 COat /'kout/ noun, pi coats [count ] 

1 a : an outer piece of clothing that can be long or short and 
that is worn to keep warm or dry ■ She put on her coat, hat, 
and gloves, and then she went outside. • a winter/fur/wool 
coat b chiefly US : a piece of clothing that is worn over a 
shirt as part of a suit : jacket ■ He was wearing a coat and 
tie. ■ a sport coat 

2 : the outer covering of fur, hair, or wool on an animal ■ 
The dog has a thick/smooth/shaggy coat. 

3 : a thin layer of paint covering a surface ■ a coat of paint ■ 
The house needed three coats to cover the original paint. 

— coatless adj • a shivering, coatless child 

2 COat verb coats; coat-ed; coat-ing [+ obj] : to cover 
(something or someone) with a thin layer of something ■ 
Rock dust coated his hair. • My shoes are coated with mud. ■ 
Ice coated the deck. ■ Coat the chicken with flour, 
coat hanger noun, pi ~ -ers 
[count]: a device that is used for 
hanging clothes in a closet 

: HANGER 

coat-ing /’koutir)/ noun, pi 
-ings [count] : a thin layer or 
covering of something ■ The fab¬ 
ric has a coating that prevents 
liquids from soaking through. ■ 

A light coating of snow had fall¬ 
en. ■ There was a coating of ice 
on the pond. 

coat of arms noun, pi coats 
of arms [count] : a special 
group of pictures that belong to a person, family, or group of 
people and that are shown on a shield 
coat-rack /'kout,ra 2 k/ noun, pi -racks [count] : a stand or 
pole that has pegs, hooks, or hangers that can be used for 
hanging coats and other clothes 
coat-room / , kout,ru:m/ noun, pi -rooms [count] chiefly US 
: CHECKROOM 

coat-tail /'kout,ted/ noun, pi -tails 

1 [count] : a long piece of cloth that hangs down at the back 
of a man’s formal coat — usually plural • He caught his coat¬ 
tails in the door. 

2 coattails [plural] : the help or influence of another per¬ 
son’s work, ideas, or popularity ■ They were elected to Con¬ 
gress by riding (on) the coattails of the President. = They 
were swept into office on the coattails of the President. 
[=they were elected because they belong to the same political 
party as the President, who is very popular] 

CO-au-thor /'kou'cnGa 1 / noun, pi -thors [count] : someone 
who writes a book, article, etc., with another person ■ He and 
his colleague were the coauthors of the study, 
coax /'kouks/ verb coax-es; coaxed; coax-lng [+ obj] 

1 : to influence or persuade (a person or animal) to do some¬ 
thing by talking in a gentle and friendly way ■ It took almost 
an hour to coax the cat down from the tree. — often + into ■ 
He wanted to stay home, but I coaxed him into going out. ■ 
Can we coax her into singing? — sometimes followed by to + 
verb ■ The ad coaxes customers to try the new product. 

2 : to get (something) by talking in a gentle and friendly way 

■ She tried to coax a raise from her boss. ■ He was unable to 
coax an answer out of her. 

3 : to cause (something) to do something by making a care¬ 
ful and continual effort ■ He coaxed the fire to bum by blow¬ 
ing on it. ■ The plant is difficult to coax into bloom. 

— coaxing noun [noncount] ■ He agreed to go after a little 
gentle coaxing. 

CO-ax-i-al cable /kou'jeksijal-/ noun, pi ~ cables [count] 
technical: a type of electric cable that is used to send tele¬ 
graph, telephone, and television signals 
cob /'ka:b/ noun, pi cobs [count] 

1 : corncob ■ She used a knife to cut the com from the cob. 

■ We had corn on the cob. 

2 : a type of horse that has short legs 

3 : a male swan 

CO-balt /'koUibadt/ noun [noncount] : a hard, shiny, silver- 
white metal that is often mixed with other metals 
cobalt blue noun [noncount] : a deep blue color — see col¬ 
or picture on page C2 

COb-ber /'kaiba-/ noun, pi -bers [count] Australia + New 
Zealand, informal : a male friend ■ remembering his mates 
and cobbers back home 

1 cob-ble /'kcnbal/ verb cob-bles; cob-bled; cob-bling [+ 

obj] 


1 : to make (something) by putting together different parts 
in a quick way — usually + together or up ■ The diplomats 
rushed to cobble together a treaty. ■ The speech was cobbled 
together from papers and lectures. ■ They worked quickly to 
cobble up a temporary solution. 

2 old-fashioned : to make or repair (shoes) ■ expensive leath¬ 
er shoes cobbled in Italy 

2 CObble noun, pi cobbles [count] : cobblestone ■ a street 
paved with cobbles 

cobbled adj : covered with cobblestones - a cobbled street 
cob-bler /'kaibla-/ noun, pi -biers 

1 [count] old-fashioned : a person who makes or repairs 
shoes 

2 [count, noncount] US : a dessert made of cooked fruit cov¬ 
ered with a thick crust ■ peach cobbler 

cob-ble-stone /'kcnbahstoun/ noun, pi -stones [count] : a 
round stone that is used in paving streets 

— cob-ble-stoned /'ka:b3l,stound/ 
streets 

CO-bra /"koubra/ noun, pi -bras 
[count] : a very poisonous snake 
found in Asia and Africa 
COb-web /'ko:b,web/ noun, pi 
-webs [count] : the threads of old 
spider webs that are found in areas 
that have not been cleaned for a long 
time ■ Dirt and cobwebs filled the cor¬ 
ners of the room. ■ The bam is filled 
with cobwebs. — sometimes used fig¬ 
uratively ■ She took a walk to clear 
the cobwebs from her mind. [=to 
clear her mind] 

— cob-webbed /'kcnfywebd/ adj ■ a 
cobwebbed attic 

CO-caine /kou'kein/ noun [noncount] 

: a powerful drug that is used in med¬ 
icine to stop pain or is taken illegally for pleasure — called 
also ( informal ) coke 

COC-cyx /'kaiksiks/ noun, pi coc-cy-ges /'kaiksa.cfei.z/ 
also coc-cyx-es /'ka:ksiksaz/ [count] technical: the small 
bone at the end of the spine : tailbone 
CO-Chlea /'kouklija, 'ka:klija/ noun, pi co-chle-as or co- 
chle-ae /'koukli^:, 'ka:kli,i:/ [count] technical: the part of 
the inner ear that contains the endings of the nerve that car¬ 
ries information about sound to the brain 

— coch-le-ar /'kouklijas ■kaiklija'/ adj ■ the cochlear canal/ 
duct/nerve ■ a cochlear implant [=an electronic device that 
allows people with hearing loss to hear some sounds] 

1 COCk /'ka:k/ noun, pi cocks [count] 

1 : an adult male chicken : rooster ■ The cock was crow¬ 
ing. 

2 : a device for stopping or slowing the flow of a liquid or 
gas through a pipe : stopcock 

3 informal + impolite : penis 

cock of the walk A man who is described as (the) cock of 
the walk is very proud and successful or acts in a very 
proud way. ■ He was strutting around like the cock of the 
walk after he got a promotion. 

2 COCk verb cocks; cocked; cock-lng [+ obj] 

1 : to pull back the hammer of (a gun) to get ready to shoot ■ 
He cocked the pistol/weapon. 

2 : to pull or bend back (something) to get ready to throw or 
hit a ball ■ The quarterback was tackled just as he cocked his 
arm to throw the ball. ■ The hitter stood with the bat cocked, 
waiting for a pitch. 

3 : to turn, tip, or raise (part of your body or face) upward 
or to one side ■ He cocked his head to one side. ■ She cocked 
an eyebrow in disbelief. ■ The dog sat with one ear cocked. <" 
If you cock an ear/eye or cock your ear/eye, you listen to or 
look at someone or something with a lot of attention. ■ If the 
politicians would cock an ear to/toward what voters are say¬ 
ing, they’d realize that the new law isn’t working. 

4 : to move (a hat) so that it is tilted on your head ■ His hat 
was cocked to one side. 

cock a snook at Brit, informal : to show that you do not re¬ 
spect or value (something) ■ He never misses a chance to 
cock a snook at [=thumb his nose at] modem art. 
cock up [phrasal verb] Brit, informal 1 : to make a mistake 
: to do something incorrectly ■ Someone had cocked up 
[=.screwed up, messed up] badly, and the party was a disas¬ 
ter. 2 cock up (something) or cock (something) up : to 
make mistakes in doing or making (something) • Someone 


adj ■ cobblestoned 
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had cocked up [^screwed up, messed up\ the arrangements. 
— see also cock-up 

— see also half-cocked 

cock-ade /ka'keid/ noun, pi -ades [count] : a decoration 
that is worn on a hat especially as part of a uniform to show 
a person's status, rank, etc. 

COCk—a— doo-dle—do /,ka:ka,du:drdu:/ noun [singular] 

: the loud sound that a rooster makes ■ I was awakened by 
the rooster’s cock-a-doodle-do at dawn. 

COCk—a—hoop /ikaika'huip/ adj, not used before a noun 
[more most ~] chiefly Brit, informal : very excited and 
happy about something done ■ The team was cock-a-hoop 
about/over winning the game. 

COCk-a-ma-my or cock*a*ma«mie ^ka.ka'meimi/ adj 
[more most ~] US, informal : ridiculous or silly ■ Who 
dreamed up this cockamamy idea/scheme? ■ What cocka- 
mamy excuse will he come up with this time? 

COCk—and—bull Story /'karkan'bul-/ noun, pi ~ stories 
[count] informal : a ridiculous story that is used as an expla¬ 
nation or excuse • Do you think I'm going to fall for that 
cock-and-bull story ? 

COCk-a-tiel /'kaika^i.l/ noun, pi -tlels [count] : a type of 
small parrot from Australia that has a yellow head and is of¬ 
ten kept as a pet 

COCk-a-tOO /'kaikaku:/ noun, pi -toos [count] : a type of 
large parrot from Australia that has a large colorful bunch of 
feathers on top of its head 

COCked hat /'ka:kt-/ noun,pi ~~ hats [count] old-fashioned 
: a hat with the edges turned up on two or three sides 
Into a cocked hat informal 1 US : into a state of confu¬ 
sion, ruin, etc. ■ The discovery has knocked/thrown all our 
old assumptions into a cocked hat. [=has completely de¬ 
stroyed all our old assumptions] 2 Brit — used to say that 
one person or thing is much better than another ■ The old 
design was good, but this new one knocks/beats it into a 
cocked hat. 

COCk-er-el /'kcr.karal/ noun, pi -els [count] : a young male 
chicken 

COCker spaniel noun, pi -lels [count] : a type of small 
dog that has long ears and long fur — see picture at dog 

cock-eyed /'ka:k,aid/ adj [more ~ ■ most ~] informal 

1 : turned or tilted to one side : not straight ■ The windows 
of the house look cockeyed. ■ a cockeyed grin 

2 : crazy or foolish ■ Where did you get those cockeyed 
ideas? ■ She is full of cockeyed optimism. 

COCk-fIght /'keck,fait/ noun, pi -fights [count] : a fight be¬ 
tween roosters that people watch for entertainment 

— cock-flght-lng /'ka:k,faitii]/ noun [noncount] • Many 
countries have outlawed cockfighting. 

COCk-le /'kaikal/ noun, pi cock-lea [count] : a type of shell¬ 
fish with a shell that has two parts and is shaped like a heart 
warm the cockles of your heart If something warms the 
cockles of your heart, it makes you have warm and happy 
feelings. ■ It is a story with a happy ending to warm the 
cockles of your heart. 

COCk-le-8hell /'ka.kalt/El/ noun, pi -shells [count] : the 
shell of a cockle 

COCk-ney or Cock-ney /*ka:kni/ noun, pi -neys 

1 [count] : a person from the East End of London 

2 [noncount] : the way of speaking that is typical of cockneys 

— cockney adj ■ He has a cockney accent. ■ cockney slang 

COCk-pIt /'ka.kipit/ noun, pi -pits [count] : the area in a 

boat, airplane, etc., where the pilot or driver sits — see pic¬ 
ture at AIRPLANE 

cockpit voice recorder noun, pi ~~ -ers [count] : a de¬ 
vice that records the voices of the pilots and crew in the 
cockpit of an airplane If an airplane crashes, its cockpit 
voice recorder can be used to help find out what caused it to 
crash. 

cock-roach /'ka.kgroutf/ noun, pi -roach-es [count] : a 
black or brown insect that is sometimes found in people’s 
homes — called also (US) roach ; see color picture on page 
CIO 

COCk-8UCk-er /'ka.k^Aka 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] informal + 
offensive : a very stupid or annoying person (especially a 
man) This is a very offensive word that should be avoided. 

COCk-8Ure /'kaik'Jua 1 / adj [more most ~] : having or 
showing confidence in a way that is annoying to other peo¬ 
ple • a cocksure, know-it-all attitude ■ cocksure arrogance 

COCk-tall /'ka:k,teil/ noun, pi -tails 
1 [count] : an alcoholic drink that is a mixture of one or 


more liquors and other ingredients (such as fruit juice) ■ We 
had cocktails before dinner. — often used before another 
noun ■ a cocktail waiter/waitress/bar ■ a cocktail glass • A 
cocktail hour [=an hour when people drink cocktails] pre¬ 
ceded the dinner. 

2 [count] : a mixture of different things ■ The disease is being 
treated with a cocktail of powerful drugs. • a dangerous cock¬ 
tail of chemicals — see also molotov cocktail 

3 [count, noncount] : a small dish of a particular food that is 
served usually at the beginning or end of a meal ■ a shrimp 
cocktail ■ fruit cocktail 

COCktall dress noun, pi dresses [count] : a usually 
short dress that is suitable for formal occasions 
COCktall lounge noun, pi ~~ lounges [count] : a room in a 
hotel, restaurant, etc., where cocktails and other drinks are 
served 

COCktall party noun, pi -ties [count] : a usually formal 
party at which alcoholic drinks are served — called also 
(Brit) drinks party 

COCk—up /'ka:k,Ap/ noun, pi -ups [count] Brit, informal : a 
situation that is complicated, unpleasant, or difficult to deal 
with because of someone’s mistake ■ an administrative cock- 
up [zjness] — see also cock up at 2 cock 
COCky /'ka:ki/ adj COCk-l-er -est [also more most ~] in¬ 
formal : having or showing confidence in a way that is an¬ 
noying to other people ■ a cocky young athlete ■ Don’t get too 
cocky about your chances of getting the job. 

— COCk-i-ly /'ka:kali/ adv ■ She's cockily confident about 
getting the job. — cock-l-ness /"kaikinas/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

CO-COS /'koukou/ noun, pi -coas 

1 [noncount] : a brown powder made from roasted cocoa 
beans that is used to give a chocolate flavor to foods ■ The 
recipe calls for three tablespoons of cocoa . — called also co¬ 
coa powder 

2 [count, noncount] : a hot drink of milk or water mixed with 
cocoa ■ a cup of cocoa 

COCOa bean noun, pi —* beans [count] : the seed of a trop¬ 
ical tree (called the cacao) that is used in making cocoa, 
chocolate, and cocoa butler 

COCOa butter noun [noncount] : a pale fat made from co¬ 
coa beans that is used in making chocolate and in various 
products (such as soaps and skin lotions) 

CO-CO-nut /'kouka,nAt/ noun, pi -nuts 

1 [count] : a large fruit that has a thick shell with white flesh 
and liquid inside it and that grows on a palm tree — see col¬ 
or picture on page C5 

2 [noncount] : the white flesh of a coconut ■ The pastry is 
covered with shredded coconut. ■ a piece of coconut 

COCOnut milk noun [noncount] : the liquid that is inside a 
coconut 

COCOnut oil noun [noncount] : an oil taken from coconuts 
that is usad especially in making soaps and food products 
COCOnut Shy noun [noncount] Brit : an outdoor game in 
which players throw balls at coconuts set up on poles in or¬ 
der to knock them down 
1 CO-COOn /ka'ku :n/noun, pi -coons [count] 

1 : a covering usually made of silk which some insects (such 
as caterpillars) make around themselves to protect them 
while they grow 

2 : something that covers or protects a person or thing - The 
child was wrapped in a cocoon of blankets. • The movie star 
was surrounded by a protective cocoon of bodyguards. 

2 cocoon verb -coons; -cooned; -coon.lng 

1 [+ obj] : to cover or protect (someone or something) com¬ 
pletely — usually used as (be) cocooned ■ We were comfort¬ 
ably cocooned in our sleeping bags. 

2 [no obj] chiefly US : to spend time at home instead of going 
out for other activities ■ Americans are spending more time 
cocooning at home in recent years. 

— cocoon-lng /ka'ku.nii)/ noun [noncount] ■ Americans 
are doing more cocooning in recent years. 

COd /*ka:d/ noun, pi cod [count, noncount] : a large fish that 
lives in the northern Atlantic Ocean and is often eaten as 
food 

COD or C.O.D. abbr cash on delivery; collect on delivery — 
usad to indicate that payment must be made when some¬ 
thing is delivered ■ The merchandise was shipped C.O.D. 
CO-da /'kouda/ noun, pi -das [count] formal 
1 : an ending part of a piece of music or a work of literature 
or drama that is separate from the earlier parts ■ The movie’s 




307 


coddle • coffer 


coda shows the main character as an adult 25 years later. 

2 : something that ends and completes something else — of¬ 
ten + to ■ In a fitting coda to his career, he served as ambassa¬ 
dor to China. 

COd-dle /'ka:dl/ verb cod-dles; cod-died; cod-dling [+ 

obf disapproving : to treat (someone) with too much care or 
kindness ■ She coddles [-pampers] her children. • The judges 
were accused of coddling criminals. 

1 code /'koud/ noun, pi codes 

1 [count] a : a set of laws or regulations • the state’s crimi¬ 
nal code • the tax code ■ the city’s plumbing/electrical/build¬ 
ing codes ■ The school has a dress code. [=rules about what a 
person can wear] — see also penal code b : a set of ideas 
or rules about how to behave • a moral code ■ Everyone in 
the organization has to follow its code of ethics. • The army 
has a strict code of conduct/behavior. 

2 a : a set of letters, numbers, symbols, etc., that is used to 
secretly send messages to someone [count] The enemy was 
unable to break/crack the army’s secret code, [noncount] 
The message was sent in code. — see also morse code b 
[count] : a set of letters, numbers, symbols, etc., that identi¬ 
fies or gives information about something or someone • Ev¬ 
ery item in the store has a product code. ■ Enter your securi¬ 
ty code to access the computer. ■ Each employee is given a 
code number. — see also area code, bar code, dialling 

CODE, POSTCODE, ZIP CODE 

3 [noncount] : a set of instructions for a computer ■ He was 
hired to write programming code. ■ lines of code 

2 COde verb codes; cod-ed; cod-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to put (a message) into the form of a code so that it can 
be kept secret ■ The message was coded. • The general sent a 
coded message. — compare decode 

2 : to mark (something) with a code so that it can be identi¬ 
fied • Each product has been coded. ■ The trails on the moun¬ 
tain are all color coded. [=each trail is marked by a particu¬ 
lar color] 

3 : to change (information) into a set of letters, numbers, or 
symbols that can be read by a computer ■ Programmers cod¬ 
ed the data. 

CO-deine /'kou,di:n/ noun [noncount] : a drug used to re¬ 
duce pain 

code name noun, pi ~ names [count] : a name that is used 
to keep someone’s or something’s real name a secret ■ Every 
secret agent has a code name. 

— code-name /'koud,neim/ verb -names; -named; 
-nam-ing [+ obf • The military operation is code-named 
“Clean Sweep.” 

CO-de-pen-den-cy ^koudi'pendansi/ noun [noncount] : a 
psychological condition in which someone is in an unhappy 
and unhealthy relationship that involves living with and pro¬ 
viding care for another person (such as a drug addict or an 
alcoholic) 

— co-de-pen-dent /,koodi'pend3nt/ adj ■ the codependent 
spouse of an alcoholic — codependent noun, pi -dents 
[count] ■ providing help for codependents 

COd-er /'kouda 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a computer pro¬ 
grammer 

code word noun, pi ~ words [count] : a word or phrase 
that has a secret meaning or that is used instead of another 
word or phrase to avoid speaking directly • The code word 
“conflict" has been used for what some people are calling a 
war. 

COd-ger /'kaicba 1 / noun, pi -gers [count] informal : an old 
man • Her father is a feisty old codger. 

COd-i-cil /'kaidasal, Brit 'kaudasil/ noun, pi -cils [count] law 
: a document that adds or changes something in a will 
cod-i-fy /'ka:d3,fai/ verb -fies; -tied; -fy-ing [+ obj \ 

1 : to put (laws or rules) together as a code or system ■ The 
convention codified the rules of war. 

2 : to put (things) in an orderly form ■ The author tries to 
codify important ideas about language. 

— cod-i-fi-ca-tion ^kcudafa'keijan/ noun, pi -tions [count, 
noncount] 

COd—liver Oil noun [noncount] : an oil from the liver of cod 
that is used in medicine as a source of vitamin A and D 
COds-waMop /'kcudz^adap/ noun [noncount] Brit, infor¬ 
mal : nonsense ■ That is a load of codswallop. 

1 CO-ed /'kou.ed/ noun, pi -eds [count] US, somewhat old- 
fashioned : a female student at a college that has both male 
and female students 

2 coed adj 

1 : coeducational ■ a coed university/dormitory ■ The 


college became/went coed this year. 

2 US : having or including both men and women ■ The soft- 
ball team is coed. • a coed health club 
CO-ed-lI-ca-tion-al /kou,ecfea'keifanl/ adj, formal : having 
both male and female students ■ a coeducational institution 
CO-ef-f i-cient Akowa'fijant/ noun, pi -dents [count] 

1 mathematics : a number by which another number or 
symbol is multiplied ■ 5 is the coefficient of y in the term 5 y. 

2 physics : a number that is used to measure some property 
or characteristic of a substance ■ a coefficient of friction • the 
metal’s coefficient of expansion 

CO-equal /kou'kkwal/ adj, formal : equal with each other ■ 
coequal branches of government 
CO-erce /kou'a*/ verb -erc-es; -erced; -erc-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make (someone) do something by using force or 
threats — usually + into ■ He was coerced into signing the 
confession. • Soldiers coerced the residents into giving them 
food. • The singer was coerced into a contract with the record 
company. 

2 : to get (something) by using force or threats • A confes¬ 
sion was coerced from the suspect by police. 

— co-er-don /kou'^an, kou'atfan/ noun [noncount] ■ They 
used coercion to obtain the confession. 

CO-er-cive /kou'a'siv/ adi [more most ~] formal : using 
force or threats to make someone do something : using coer¬ 
cion ■ coercive measures/techniques/policies 

- co-er-cive-ly adv 

CO-ex-ist /.kouig'zist/ verb -ists; -ist-ed; -ist-ing [no obj] 

1 : to exist together or at the same time • They found proof 
that dinosaurs and turtles coexisted (with each other). • The 
species coexist in the same environment. 

2 : to live in peace with each other ■ Can the two countries 
peacefully coexist ? 

- co-ex-is-tence /,kouig'zist3ns/ noun [noncount] ■ the co¬ 
existence of dinosaurs and turtles • The countries live in 
peaceful coexistence. 

C Of C abbr Chamber of Commerce 
C Of E abbr Church of England 
COf-fee /'ka:fi/ noun, pi -fees 

1 : a dark brown drink made from ground coffee beans and 
boiled water [noncount] a cup of coffee ■ iced/decaffeinated 
coffee • I’ll make/brew some coffee, [count] Would you like 
another coffee ? [=another cup of coffee] — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ a coffee cup • coffee mugs • coffee ice 
cream [=ice cream that has the flavor of coffee] 

2 [noncount ]: coffee beans ■ I bought a pound of coffee, 
wake up and smell the coffee see 'wake 

coffee bar noun, pi ~ bars [count] : a place where coffee 
and usually other drinks and refreshments are sold 
coffee bean noun, pi ~ beans [count] : the bean of a trop¬ 
ical tree or bush from which coffee is made 
coffee break noun, pi ~ breaks [count] : a short period of 
time in which you stop working to rest and have coffee or 
some other refreshment 

coffee cake noun, pi ~ cakes [count] US : a sweet, rich 
bread usually made with fruit, nuts, and spices and often eat¬ 
en with coffee 

COf-fee-house /'ka:fi,haus/ noun, pi -hous-es [count] : a 
business that sells coffee and usually other drinks and re¬ 
freshments 

coffee machine noun, pi ~ machines [count] 

1 : a machine that you can buy cups of coffee from 

2 Brit : coffeemaker 

COf-fee-mak-er /'kaif^meika 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a 
small electrical machine that makes coffee — see picture at 
KITCHEN 

COf-fee-pot /'kaif^pcct/ noun, pi -pots [count] : a pot that 
is used for making and pouring coffee 
coffee Shop noun, pi ~ shops [count] : a small restaurant 
that serves coffee and other drinks as well as simple foods • 
We bought a muffin at the hotel’s coffee shop. 
coffee table noun, pi ~ tables [count] : a long, low table 
that is usually placed in front of a sofa in someone’s home 

— see picture at living room 

COffee—table book/iou/i,/?/ ' books [count] : a large ex¬ 
pensive book with many pictures that is typically placed on a 
table for people to look at in a casual way 
COf-fer /'ka.fa-/ noun, pi -fers 

1 [count] : a box for holding money or other valuable things 

2 coffers [plural] : money that is available for spending • the 
city’s coffers [-treasury] ■ corporate coffers [=Jitnds] 
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COf-fin /'kaifan/ noun, pi 
-fins [count] : a box in 
which a dead person is bur¬ 
ied 

a nail in the/someone’s 
coffin see ‘nail 
cog /'ka:g/ noun, pi cogs 
[count] 

1 a : any one of the small 
parts that stick out on the 
outer edge of a wheel or 
gear and that allow it to 
turn along with another 
wheel or gear b : cog¬ 
wheel 

2 : someone or something that is thought of as being like a 
part of a machine ■ He was an important cog on that champi¬ 
onship team. — often used to describe someone who is re¬ 
garded as an unimportant part of a large business or organi¬ 
zation ■ My brother is just a minor cog in the Hollywood 
machine. He works as an electrician for a film studio. ■ He’s 
just a cog in the machine. 

CO-gent /'koucfoant I adj [more most ~] formal : very clear 

and easy for the mind to accept and believe ■ She offers some 
cogent [= convincing, persuasive] reasons for building new 
schools. ■ a cogent [-reasonable] argument 

— co-gen*cy /'koucfcansi/ noun [noncount] ■ I was im¬ 
pressed by the cogency of his arguments. — co-gent-ly 
adv 

cog-i-tate /'ka:cfe3,teit/ verb -tates; -tat-ed; -ta-ting [no 

obj] formal : to think carefully and seriously about some¬ 
thing ■ I was cogitating about/on my chances of failing. 

— cog*i*ta*tion /jkcLcfea'tei/gn/ noun [noncount] a prob¬ 
lem that requires further cogitation [-thought] [count] the 
cogitations of his mind 

CO-gnac /'kounjask, 'kamjaek/ noun, pi -gnacs [count, 
noncount] : a kind of brandy that is made in France 
COg-nate /'ka:g,neit/ adj, linguistics : having the same ori¬ 
gin ■ English “eat” and German “essen" are cognate. ■ Spanish 
and French are cognate languages. 

— cognate noun, pi -nates [count] ■ “Eat” and "essen" are 
cognates. 

COg-ni-tion /kcrg'nijan/ noun [noncount] technical : con¬ 
scious mental activities : the activities of thinking, under¬ 
standing, learning, and remembering ■ disabilities affecting 
cognition and judgment 

COg-ni-tive /'kcugnativ/ adj, technical: of, relating to, or in¬ 
volving conscious mental activities (such as thinking, under¬ 
standing, learning, and remembering) ■ cognitive develop¬ 
ment/psychology/impairment 

— cog-ni-tive-ly adv ■ cognitively impaired 
cog-ni-zance also Brit cog-ni-sance /'kaignazans/ noun 

[noncount] formal : knowledge or awareness of something ■ 
They seemed to have no cognizance of the crime. 
take cognizance of : to notice or give attention to (some¬ 
thing) ■ He should take cognizance of those who disagree 
with his theory. 

cog-ni-zant also Brit cog>ni-sant /'kcr.gnazant/ adj, not 
used before a noun [more most ~] formal : aware of some¬ 
thing ■ He is cognizant of his duties as a father. 
COg-no-SCen-ti /,ka:nja\f£nti/ noun 
the cognoscenti: the people who know a lot about some¬ 
thing ■ the jazz cognoscenti ■ the cognoscenti of the art 
world 

Cog-wheel /'ka:g,wi:l/ noun, pi -wheels [count] : a wheel 
with cogs : gear 

CO-hab-it /kou'hasbat/ verb -its; -it-ed; -it-ing [no obj] for¬ 
mal : to live together and have a sexual relationship • They 
cohabited in a small apartment in the city. 

— co-hab-i-ta-tion /kou,h£eba'teifan/ noun [noncount] 
CO-here /kou'hia/ verb -heres; -hered; -her-ing [no obj] 

formal : to be combined or united in a logical and effective 
way ■ There are several themes in the story but they never 
cohere (with one another). 

CO-her-ent /kou'hirant/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : logical and well-organized : easy to understand • He pro¬ 
posed the most coherent plan to improve the schools. ■ a co¬ 
herent argument/essay 

2 : able to talk or express yourself in a clear way that can be 
easily understood ■ The drunk man was not coherent, [-un¬ 
derstandable] 

3 : working closely and well together ■ They are able to func¬ 


tion as a coherent group/team. 

— co-her-ence /kou'hirans/ noun [noncount] • His films are 
confusing and have little coherence. • You make some in¬ 
teresting points, but the essay as a whole lacks coherence. 
[=it moves in a disorganized or confusing way from one 
idea to another] ■ The team lacks coherence. — co-her- 
ent-ly adv ■ The student has trouble expressing his ideas 
coherently. ■ They work coherently together. 

CO-he-Sion /kou'hi:33n/ noun [noncount] : a condition in 
which people or things are closely united : unity • There 
was a lack of cohesion in the rebel army. • social cohesion 
CO-he-Sive /kou'hiisiv/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : closely united ■ Their tribe is a small but cohesive group. 

2 : causing people to be closely united ■ Religion can be used 
as a cohesive social force. 

— co-he-sive-ly adv - co-he-sive-ness noun [noncount] 
CO-hort /'kouihoat/ noun, pi -horts [count] 

1 often disapproving : a friend or companion ■ The police ar¬ 
rested the gang’s leader and his cohorts. 

2 technical : a group of people used in a study who have 
something (such as age or social class) in common • Depres¬ 
sion was a common problem for people in that age cohort. 

coif /'kwa:f/ verb coifs; coiffed also coifed; coif-fing also 
coif-ing [+ obj]: to cut and arrange someone’s hair — usu¬ 
ally used as coiffed ■ a carefully coiffed man ■ her perfectly 
coiffed hair 

COif-fure /kwa'fjua*/ noun, pi -fures [count] formal : a way 
of cutting and arranging someone’s hair : hairdo • a fancy/ 
stylish/elaborate coiffure 

1 coil /'kojal/ verb coils; coiled; coiMng : to wind (some¬ 
thing) into circles [+ obj] She coiled the loose thread around 
her finger. ■ The cat coiled herself (up) into a ball on the rug. 
■ A long scarf was coiled around her neck, [no obj] The cat 
coiled up into a ball. ■ The snake coiled around its prey. 

— coiled adj ■ coiled wire 
2 COil noun, pi coils [count] 

1 : a long thin piece of materia] (such as a wire, string, or 
piece of hair) that is wound into circles ■ a coil of wire 

2 technical : a wire wound into circles that carries electricity 

3 : INTRAUTERINE DEVICE 

1 COin /'koin/ noun, pi coins [count] : a small, flat, and usually 
round piece of metal issued by a government as money ■ 
gold/silver/copper coins • I have a dollar in coins, 
the other/opposite/flip side of the coin : a different way 
of looking at or thinking about a situation ■ The economy 
is improving, but the other side of the coin is that inflation is 
becoming a bigger problem. 

toss/flip a coin : to decide something by throwing a coin up 
in the air and seeing which side is shown after it lands ■ 
Let’s toss a coin. Heads, we don’t go; tails, we do. 
two sides of the same coin : two things that are regarded 
as two parts of the same thing ■ These problems may seem 
unrelated but they are really two sides of the same coin. 
2 COin verb coins; coined; coin-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to create (a new word or phrase) that other people begin 
to use ■ The coach coined the phrase “refuse to lose.” ■ Wil¬ 
liam Shakespeare is believed to have coined many words. <*■ 
The phrase fo coin a phrase is sometimes used in a joking 
way to say that you know you are using a very common ex¬ 
pression. ■ The couple lived happily ever after, to coin a 
phrase. 

2 : to make (money in the form of coins) ■ The nation plans 
to coin more money. 

coin it or coin money Brit, informal: to earn a lot of money 
quickly or easily ■ They are really coining it/money with 
their new CD. 

coin-age /'komicfc/ noun, pi -ag-es 

1 a [noncount] : the act of creating a new word or phrase 
that other people begin to use ■ “Blog" is a word of recent 
coinage. [=a word that was recently created] b [count] : a 
word that someone has created ■ The word "blog” is a recent 
coinage. 

2 [noncount] a : money in the form of coins ■ Coinage was 
scarce in the colonies. ■ an expert in Chinese coinage b : the 
act or process of creating coins - the coinage of money 

CO-in-cide /,kowan'said/ verb -cides; -cid-ed; -cid-ing 

[no obj] 

1 ; to happen at the same time as something else • The earth¬ 
quakes coincided. — often + with • The population increase 
coincided with rapid industrial growth. • The parade is sched¬ 
uled to coincide with the city’s 200th birthday. 

2 : to agree with something exactly : to be the same as some- 
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thing else ■ The goals of the business partners coincide. — of¬ 
ten + with ■ Her job coincided well with her career goals. 
CO-in*ci-dence /kou'insadans/ noun, pi -denc*es 

1 : a situation in which events happen at the same time in a 
way that is not planned or expected [noncount\ It was mere/ 
pure/sheer coincidence that brought them together so far 
from Chicago. ■ By coincidence, every man in the room was 
named Fred. ■ Our meeting happened by coincidence. [=by 
chance] [count\ “I’m going to Boston this weekend.” “What 
a coincidence ! I am too.” ■ It was no coincidence that he quit 
his job at the bank a day after the robbery. ■ a series of 
strange coincidences ■ By a fortunate/happy coincidence , we 
arrived at the theater at the same time. 

2 [singular] formal: the occurrence of two or more things at 
the same time ■ Scientists have no explanation for the coinci¬ 
dence of these phenomena. 

3 [singular] formal: the state of two or more things being the 
same — often + of ■ There is a coincidence of interests be¬ 
tween the companies. [=the companies share the same inter¬ 
ests] 

CO*in«ci*dent /kou'insadant/ adj, formal : happening at the 
same time ■ coincident events — usually + with ■ Animal hi¬ 
bernation is coincident with the approach of winter. 
CO*in*ci*den«tal /koujmsa'dcntl/ adj [more most —] 
: happening because of a coincidence : not planned ■ The 
fact that he and his boss went to the same college was pure¬ 
ly/entirely/completely coincidental. ■ a coincidental meeting 

— co-in-ci-den-tal-ly adv ■ Not coincidentally, they were 
both graduates of the same college. 

CO*i*tUS /'kowatas/ noun [noncount] technical : sexual in¬ 
tercourse 

— co-i-tal /'kowatal/ adj 

CO«jO-nes /ka'hou.neis/ noun [plural] US slang 

1 : boldness or courage needed to do something ■ You don’t 
have the/enough cojones [=guls, nerve] to fight me. 

2 : a man’s testicles ■ threatened to kick him in the cojones 
1 COke /'kook/ noun [noncount] : a black material made from 

coal that is used as fuel for heating — compare 2 coke 
2 COke noun [noncount] informal : cocaine ■ He had a great 
career before he started snorting/using/taking coke. 

— compare 1 coke 

Coke /'kouk/ trademark — used for a cola drink 
COke*head /'kouk,hed/ noun, pi -heads [count] informal 
: a person who uses cocaine as an illegal drug : a cocaine ad¬ 
dict 

COl. abbr column 
Col. abbr colonel 

CO*la /'koala/ noun, pi -las [count, noncount]: a sweet brown 
drink that contains many bubbles ■ a glass of cola 
COl*an*der /'kailanda-/ noun, pi -ders [count] : a bowl that 
has many small holes and that is used for washing or drain¬ 
ing food — see picture at KITCHEN 
1 cold /'kould/ adj cold*er; -est 

1 : having a very low temperature ■ The water was too cold 
for swimming. ■ The weather has been unusually cold this 
spring. ■ a country with a cold climate ■ It was a long, cold 
winter. ■ It’s cold outside, but the wind makes it feel even 
colder. ■ It’s bitterly/freezing cold out there! ■ a cold, rainy 
day ■ metal that is cold to the touch ■ Her hands were icy 
cold. = They were as cold as ice. 

2 : having a feeling of low body heat ■ Are you cold ? I could 
turn up the temperature if you’d like. 

3 a of food : not heated ■ a bowl of cold cereal ■ He ate cold 
pizza for breakfast. ■ We were happy to eat a hot meal rather 
than cold sandwiches. ■ cold meats b of drinks : served at a 
very low temperature or with ice • They’re serving coffee, 
tea, and cold drinks. ■ a cold glass of milk ■ a cold beer 

4 : not appealing or pleasant : causing a cold or unhappy 
feeling ■ the cold gray sky ■ the harsh cold lights of the hospi¬ 
tal 

5 : not friendly or emotional : lacking emotional warmth ■ 
Why is he so cold and distant toward me? ■ She gave me a 
cold stare and turned away. ■ I got a cold reception when I 
came home. 

6 : not changed or affected by personal feelings or emotions 
■ Like them or not, these are the cold facts! ■ It’s time they 
took a cold, hard look at the situation. 

7 : learned or memorized exactly — used with have ■ Keep 
repeating the lines until you have them (down) cold. [=until 
you have memorized them perfectly] 

8 : unconscious or sleeping very deeply ■ He passed out cold. 

— usually used in the phrase out cold • She was out cold by 


eight o’clock. — see also knock cold at 'knock 

9 : not fresh or strong : no longer easy to follow ■ The dogs 
picked up a cold scent ■ The police had been hot on the trail 
of the escaped prisoners, but then the trail went cold. 

10 : not close to finding something or solving a puzzle — 
used especially in children’s games • You’re getting warmer! 
You’re getting hot! Oh, now you’re getting colder ! 

11 : not having success or good luck ■ The team was hot in 
the first half, but their shooting turned cold in the second 
half. [=they missed a lot of shots in the second half] 

blow hot and cold see 'blow 
cast a cold eye on see 'eye 
in cold blood see blood 

in the cold light of day : in the day when things can be seen 
clearly rather than at night ■ The house that had looked so 
sinister at night seemed much less frightening in the cold 
light of day. — sometimes used figuratively ■ She forced me 
to look at myself in the cold light of day , and I didn’t like 
what I saw. 

leave you cold Something that leaves you cold does not 
interest or excite you. • His movies leave me cold, 
make someone’s blood run cold see blood 
pour/throw cold water on see water 

- cold-ly adv ■ “Your application has been denied,” he said 
coldly. ■ She looked at me coldly and turned away. — cold¬ 
ness noun [noncount] ■ the icy coldness of winter ■ Why 
does he treat me with such coldness and reserve? 

2 COld noun , pi colds 

1 \ noncount ]: a cold condition ■ I mind cold more than heat. 
■ They died of exposure to cold. ■ She was shivering with 
cold. [=because she was cold] 

2 the cold : cold weather ■ The cold really sets in around late 
November and doesn’t let up until April. ■ I stood there shiv¬ 
ering in the cold. ■ He waited outside for her in the bitter cold. 
• Come in out of the cold. 

3 [count] ; a common illness that affects the nose, throat, 
and eyes and that usually causes coughing, sneezing, etc. ■ 
It’s not the flu, it’s just a cold. * He got/caught a cold. - He 
came down with a cold. = (Brit) He went down with a cold. • 
the common cold — often used before another noun ■ the 
cold virus ■ cold symptoms/remedies — see also head cold 
blue with cold, blue from the cold see 'blue 

come in from the cold : to become part of a group or of 
normal society again after you have been outside it ■ a 
former spy who has come in from the cold 
leave (someone) out in the cold : to leave (someone) in a 
bad position : to not give (someone) the rights or advan¬ 
tages that are given to others • The changes benefit man¬ 
agement but leave the workers out in the cold. 

3 COld adv 

1 chiefly US a : in a very clear, complete, and definite way ■ 
She turned their offer down cold. [=flat] b : in a sudden 
way ■ He was telling me a story but stopped cold [=abruptly] 
when the door opened. 

2 : without practicing or preparing before doing something ■ 
She was asked to perform the song cold. 

COld—blOOd*ed /'kould'blAdad/ adj 

1 [more most — ] : showing no sympathy or mercy ■ cold¬ 
blooded [=ruthless] murderers : done in a planned way with¬ 
out emotion ■ a cold-blooded killing 

2 [more most — ] : based on facts : not affected by emo¬ 
tions ■ A cold-blooded [=cold-eyed, dispassionate] assessment 
of the situation showed that we had to take harsh measures. 

3 biology : having cold blood : having a body temperature 
that is similar to the temperature of the environment ■ Rep¬ 
tiles are cold-blooded. — compare warm-blooded 

- cold-blood-ed-ly adv - cold-blood*ed*ness noun 
[noncount] 

COld call noun, pi ~ calls [count] : a telephone call made by 
a business to try to sell something *** Cold calls are made to 
people who have not been contacted before and have not 
asked to be called. 

- cold-call verb -calls; -called; -calling [+ obj\ ■ I cold- 
called the people on the list. 

COld cash noun [noncount] : money that a person has and 
can use immediately ■ He paid $500 for it in cold cash. [=in 
cash and not with a check or credit card] 

COld*COCk /'kould'kaik/ verb -cocks; -cocked; -cock¬ 
ing [+ obj] US, informal : to hit (someone) very hard : to 
knock out (someone) with a hard punch ■ He got coldcocked 
by some guy in a bar. 

COld comfort noun [noncount] : something that is good for 
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a situation but does not make someone happy because the 
whole situation is still bad ■ The good news about the econo¬ 
my is cold comfort to people who have lost their jobs. 

COld Cream noun [noncount] : a cream that people use to 
clean the face or soften the skin ■ She uses cold cream to re¬ 
move her eye makeup. 

COld CUtS noun [plural] chiefly US : cold cooked meats 
(such as turkey, roast beef, or ham) that have been cut into 
thin slices 

COld—eyed /■koold'aid/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not affected by emotions • Unlike her sentimental sister, 
she has a cold-eyed [= cold-blooded , dispassionate ] view of re¬ 
ality. ■ a cold-eyed analysis of the data 

2 : having a cold or unfriendly appearance ■ a cold-eyed 
businessman 

COld feet noun [plural] : a feeling of worry or doubt that is 
strong enough to stop you from doing something that you 
planned to do • He was going to ask her to marry him, but he 
got cold feet and couldn’t do it. 

COld fish noun, pi ~~ fish [count] : a cold and unfriendly 
person ■ She’s a lovely person, but her husband’s a bit of a 
cold fish. 

COld frame noun, pi ~ frames [count]: a small wooden or 
metal frame covered with glass or plastic that is used for 
growing and protecting plants in cold weather 
COld front noun, pi ~~ fronts [count] : the front edge of a 
moving mass of cold air ■ A cold front will move in tomor¬ 
row, bringing with it clear skies. — compare warm FRONT 
COld*heart-ed /■kould'haa'tad/ adj [or more most ~J 
: lacking kindness, sympathy, or sensitivity • She’s a beauti¬ 
ful but coldhearted [= heartless] woman. • a coldhearted crim¬ 
inal • People are criticizing the government’s coldhearted 
plans to stop funding programs for the poor. ■ a coldhearted 
refusal — opposite warmhearted 

— cold-heart-ed-ly adv - cold-heart-ed-ness noun 
[noncount] 

cold shoulder noun 

the cold shoulder : cold and unfriendly treatment from 
someone who knows you ■ He got the cold shoulder from 
his former boss when he saw him at a restaurant. ■ Most of 
the other professors gave him the cold shoulder. 

— cold-shoul-der verb -ders; -dered; -der*ing (+ obj] • 
He was cold-shouldered by his former boss. 

COld sore noun, pi ~ sores [count] : a small sore area 
around or inside the mouth that is caused by a virus 
COld Storage noun [noncount] : the state of being kept in a 
cold place for later use ■ food that has been taken out of cold 
storage — often used figuratively • They put/kept the project 
in cold storage until funds were obtained for it. 

COld Sweat noun [singular] : a condition in which someone 
is sweating and feeling cold at the same time because of fear, 
illness, etc. ■ The patient feels faint and is in a cold sweat. • I 
break out in a cold sweat when I think about asking my boss 
for a pay raise. 

COld turkey noun [noncount] informal : the act of stopping 
a bad habit (such as taking drugs) in a sudden and complete 
way • I tried lots of ways to stop smoking, even cold turkey. 

— cold turkey adv ■ Instead of trying to quit cold turkey . 
why don’t you slowly decrease the amount that you 
smoke? ■ Some people have to go cold turkey to stop. 

cold war noun, pi ~ wars 

1 the Cold War : the nonviolent conflict between the U.S. 
and the former U.S.S.R. after 1945 ■ the era of the Cold War 

2 [count] : a conflict or dispute between two groups that 
does not involve actual fighting • the cold war between the 
party’s more liberal and conservative members 

— cold—war or Cold—War adj, always used before a noun • 
cold-war diplomacy • the Cold-War era 

COld warrior noun, pi ~~ -riors [count] : a person who sup¬ 
ported or participated in the Cold War between the U.S. and 
the former U.S.S.R. 

cole-slaw /'koohsla:/ noun [noncount] : a salad made with 
chopped raw cabbage 
COl-ic /*ka:lik/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a sharp sudden pain in the stomach 

2 : a physical condition in which a baby is very uncomfort¬ 
able and cries for long periods of time 

— cohicky /'ka:liki/ adj [more most ~] ■ a colicky baby 
col-i-se-um Akcub'siijam/ noun, pi -ums [count] chiefly US 

: a large stadium or building for sports or entertainment 
CO-li-tis /kou'laitas/ noun [noncount] medical : an illness 


that causes pain and swelling in the colon 

COl-lab-O-rate /ka'lseba^eit/ verb -rates; -rat-ed; -rat¬ 
ing [no obj] 

1 : to work with another person or group in order to achieve 
or do something ■ The two companies agreed to collaborate. 

— often + on or in • They collaborated on a book about dogs. 
■ The pair collaborated with each other on the film. ■ Several 
doctors collaborated in the project. — sometimes followed 
by to + verb • They collaborated to write a book. 

2 disapproving : to give help to an enemy who has invaded 
your country during a war ■ He was suspected of collaborat¬ 
ing with the occupying army. 

— col-lab-o-ra-tion /kajseba'reijan/ noun, pi -tions 
[count] The book is the product of a collaboration between 
two writers. = The book is a collaboration between two 
writers. ■ an artistic collaboration [noncount] The writers 
worked in collaboration to produce the book. • He worked 
in close collaboration with French scientists. ■ He was ac¬ 
cused of collaboration with the enemy. 

COMab-O-ra-tive /ka'lsebarativ/ adj : involving or done by 
two or more people or groups working together to achieve 
or do something • a collaborative project/study/effort ■ col¬ 
laborative research 

— col-lab-o-ra-tive-ly adv ■ They worked collaboratively on 
the project. 

COMab-O-ra-tor /ka'lseba^eitay noun, pi -tors [count] 

1 : a person who works with another person or group in or¬ 
der to achieve or do something ■ She thanked her collabora¬ 
tors on the project. 

2 : a person who helps an enemy who has invaded his or her 
country during a war ■ He was accused of being a Nazi col¬ 
laborator. [-someone who collaborated with the Nazis in 
World War II] 

COMage /ka'iais/ noun, pi -lag*es 

1 a [count] : a work of art that is made by attaching pieces of 
different materials (such as paper, cloth, or wood) to a flat 
surface • We made collages in art class, b [noncount] : the 
art or method of making collages ■ an artist known for her 
use of collage 

2 [count] : a collection of different things • The album is a 
collage of several musical styles. 

COMa-gen /'kcubcfcan/ noun [noncount] : a substance that 
occurs naturally in the bodies of people and animals and is 
often put into creams and other products that are sold to 
make a person’s skin smoother and less wrinkled 
1 COl»lapse /ka'lseps/ verb -laps-es; -lapsed; -lapsing 

1 [no obj] : to break apart and fall down suddenly ■ The 
bridge/building collapsed. • The roof collapsed under a heavy 
load of snow. • The chair he was sitting in collapsed. 

2 [no obj] a : to fall down or become unconscious because 
you are sick or exhausted ■ He collapsed on stage during the 
performance and had to be rushed to the hospital, b : to 
completely relax the muscles of your body because you are 
very tired, upset, etc. ■ She came home from work and col¬ 
lapsed on the sofa. ■ The crying child ran to his mother and 
collapsed in her arms. 

3 [no obj] a : to fail or stop working suddenly : to break 
down completely • The civilization collapsed for reasons that 
are still unknown. ■ He warned that such measures could 
cause the economy to collapse. ■ Negotiations have com¬ 
pletely collapsed, b : to lose almost all worth : to become 
much less valuable ■ The country’s currency collapsed. ■ Oil 
prices had collapsed. 

4 [no obj] medical: to become flat and empty ■ a blood vessel 
that collapsed • a collapsed lung 

5 : to fold together [no obj] The stroller collapses easily. [+ 
obj] You can collapse the stroller easily and store it in the 
trunk of your car. 

— coMaps-ible /ka'lsepsabal/ adj ■ a collapsible chair/table/ 
stroller 

2 COllapse noun, pi -lapses 

1 : a situation or occurrence in which something (such as a 
bridge, building, etc.) suddenly breaks apart and falls down 
[count] — usually singular ■ a fatal bridge collapse ■ The 
earthquake caused the collapse of several homes. ■ the col¬ 
lapse of the roof [noncount] The structure is in danger of 
collapse. 

2 : a situation or occurrence in which someone suddenly 
falls down or becomes unconscious because of being sick or 
exhausted [count] — usually singular ■ After her collapse 
she was rushed to the hospital. ■ He suffered a collapse at 
work, [noncount] She was on the verge of collapse. 



311 


collar • collectivism 


3 : a situation or occurrence in which something (such as a 
system or organization) suddenly fails : a complete failure or 
breakdown [count] — usually singular • the collapse of the 
Soviet Union ■ the collapse of negotiations ■ She moved to 
the city after the collapse of her marriage. [ noncount ] The 
country has endured civil war and economic collapse. 

4 : a situation or occurrence in which something loses al¬ 
most all of its worth or value [ noncount ] The country’s cur¬ 
rency is in danger of collapse, [count] — usually singular ■ a 
collapse in the value of their currency 

1 COMar /'k a:W noun, pi -lars [count] 

1 : a part of a piece of clothing that fits around a person’s 
neck and is usually folded down ■ He wore a shirt with a 
tight-fitting collar. ■ She grabbed me by the collar. ■ He loos¬ 
ened his collar. [=unbuttoned the top button of his shirt] 

— see color picture on page C14; see also blue-collar, 

PINK-COLLAR, WHITE-COLLAR 

2 : a band of leather, plastic, etc., worn around an animal’s 
neck ■ I bought a new collar for the dog. — see also flea 

COLLAR 

3 technical : a ring or band used to hold something (such as 
a pipe or a part of a machine) in place 

hot under the collar see ‘hot 
2 COllar verb -lars; -lared; -lar-ing [+ obj] informal 

1 ; to catch or arrest (someone) ■ The police collared the guy 
a few blocks from the scene. 

2 : to stop (someone) in order to talk : to force (someone) to 
have a conversation ■ He collared me on my way out the 
door. 

COMar«bone /'ka:la-,boon/ noun, pi -bones [count] : a 
bone that connects the shoulder to the base of the neck — 
called also clavicle ; see picture at human 
CO l-lard greens /*ka:la-d-/ noun [plural] US : the dark 
green leaves of a plant that is grown especially in the south¬ 
ern U.S. Collard greens are cooked and eaten as a vegeta¬ 
ble. — see color picture on page C4 
COl-late /ka'leit, 'kou.leit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -lat-ing [+ 
obj] 

1 : to gather together information from different sources in 
order to study it carefully ■ They are still collating the data. 

2 : to arrange (sheets of paper) in the correct order ■ The 
photocopier will collate the pages of the report. 

— col-la-tion /ka'leijan/ noun, pi -tions [count, noncount] 
1 COl-lat-er-al /ka'l^etarol/ noun [noncount] : something that 

you promise to give someone if you cannot pay back a loan ■ 
She put up her house as collateral for the loan. [=she agreed 
that she would give up her house if she did not repay the 
loan] 

Collateral adj, formal : related but not in a direct or close 
way ■ collateral relatives ■ the collateral effects of the govern¬ 
ment’s policies 

Collateral damage noun [noncount] : deaths, injuries, and 
damage to the property of people who are not in the military 
that happens as a result of the fighting in a war 
COl-league /'kcc.li.g/ noun, pi -leagues [count] somewhat 
formal : a person who works with you : a fellow worker ■ A 
colleague of mine will be speaking at the conference. 
Col-lect /ka'lekt/ verb -lects; -lect-ed; -lect-ing 

1 [+ obj] a : to get (things) from different places and bring 
them together ■ They hope to collect over 1,000 signatures on 
the petition. ■ He collected stories from all over the world. ■ 
They collected information about the community. • We col¬ 
lected soil samples from several areas on the site, b : to get 
(one or more things) from a place ■ We collected our baggage 
from/at the baggage claim at the airport. • I left my suit at 
the cleaners and I have to collect it today. 

2 : to get (similar things) and bring them together as a hobby 
[+ obj] He collects postage stamps. • She enjoys collecting an¬ 
tique teapots, [no obj \ He has an impressive stamp collec¬ 
tion, though he has been collecting for only a few years. 

3 [+ obj] : to get control of (your thoughts, emotions, etc.) ■ I 
took a minute to collect my thoughts. ■ She stopped briefly to 
collect [=calm] herself. 

4 a [+ obj] ; to ask for and get (money that someone owes 
you) ■ I collected the rent from the tenants. • The city collects 
property taxes, b : to be given or paid (money) [+ obj] She 
collects social security benefits, [no obj] — + on ■ He is col¬ 
lecting on his disability insurance. 

5 : to ask people to give (money or other things) to a group 
that helps people, a political candidate, etc. [+ obj] She has 
begun collecting contributions from supporters. — often + 
for ■ We collected $5,000 for the hospital, [no obj] I am col¬ 


lecting for the local women’s shelter. 

6 : to come together in a large amount as time passes [no 
obj] Junk started collecting in the attic soon after they moved 
in. ■ Dust had collected on the dashboard. • Snow was collect¬ 
ing on the driveway. [+ obj] Garbage can collect germs. 

— see also collect dust at ‘dust 

7 [+ obj ]: to go somewhere in order to get (someone you will 
bring or take to another place) ■ She collected [-picked up] 
the children after school. ■ I’m going to collect him from the 
airport. 

collect up [phrasal verb] collect up (something) or collect 
(something) up Brit : to gather (things) together ■ I collect¬ 
ed up [=picked up] the dishes and brought them to the 
kitchen. ■ The children collected their toys up and put them 
away. 

2 COllect adj, US, of a telephone call : paid for by the person 
who is receiving the call ■ a collect phone call • The operator 
asked me if I would accept a collect call from John Smith. 

— collect adv ■ You can call me collect. [=you can call me 
and reverse the charges] 

col-lect-ed /ka'lektad/ adj 

1 always used before a noun : brought together in a group ■ 
the collected works of Shakespeare 

2 not used before a noun [more most ~] : calm and in con¬ 
trol of your emotions • She seemed completely cool, calm, 
and collected during her speech. 

1 COl-lect-ible or chiefly Brit col-lect-able /ka'lcktabal/ adj 
[more most ~] : good for a collection : considered valu¬ 
able by collectors ■ The shop sells antiques and various col¬ 
lectible items. ■ That kind of toy is very collectible [^popular 
with collectors] right now. 

2 COllectible or chiefly Brit collectable noun, pi -ibles 
[count] : something that is considered valuable by collectors 
and usually kept as part of a group of similar things : a col¬ 
lectible thing ■ She displays her collectibles in a glass case. 
col-lec-tion /ka'lekjan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : the act or process of getting things from different places 
and bringing them together [noncount] a system of tax col¬ 
lection ■ The technology makes data collection easier. 
[count] There will be a trash collection this week. 

2 [count] : a group of interesting or beautiful objects 
brought together in order to show or study them or as a hob¬ 
by ■ The museum’s collection is one of the best in the coun¬ 
try. ■ his baseball card collection — often + of • He has a huge 
collection of CDs. ■ She has an impressive collection of mod¬ 
em art. ■ He has quite a collection of exercise equipment. — 
sometimes used figuratively ■ She has acquired quite a collec¬ 
tion of friends/contacts/experiences/stories. 

3 [count] : a request for money in order to help people or to 
pay for something important ■ We took up a collection for 
the school renovations.; also : the money collected in this 
way ■ Ten percent of the collection goes to the city’s shelters 
for homeless people. — often used before another noun ■ a 
collection plate/box 

4 [count] : a group of clothes that a fashion designer has cre¬ 
ated ■ a fashion show featuring his spring collection 

5 [count] : a group of different writings that are brought to¬ 
gether in one book ■ You should consider publishing these 
stories as a collection. — often + of m I have a collection of her 
short stories. 

1 COl-leC-tive /ka'lcktiv/ adj, always used before a noun 
: shared or done by a group of people : involving all mem¬ 
bers of a group ■ We made a collective decision to go on 
strike. • The incident became part of our collective memory. ■ 
a collective effort • the collective wisdom of generations ■ a 
collective noun [=a noun like “team” or “flock” that refers to 
a group of people or things] 

— col-lec-tive-ly adv ■ the group of languages known col¬ 
lectively as Romance languages 

Collective noun, pi -tives [count] : a business or organiza¬ 
tion that is owned by the people who work there; also : the 
people who own such a business or organization 
Collective bargaining noun [noncount] : talks between 
an employer and the leaders of a union about how much a 
group of workers will be paid, how many hours they will 
work, etc. ■ The next round of collective bargaining is sched¬ 
uled for September. — often used before another noun ■ the 
collective bargaining process ■ collective bargaining talks • a 
collective bargaining agreement 
collective farm noun, pi ~ farms [count] : a farm that is 
run by several farmers and controlled by the government 
col-lec-tiv-ism /ka'lektijVizam/ noun [noncount] : a politi- 
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cal or economic system in which the government owns busi¬ 
nesses, land, etc. 

— col-lec-tiv-ist /ko'lektivist/ adj • collectivist ideology ■ a 
collectivist culture/society 
CO I dec-tor /ko'lekta 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] 

1 : a person who collects certain things as a hobby ■ He is an 
avid stamp collector. ■ The painting was purchased by a pri¬ 
vate collector. 

2 : a person whose job is to collect something (such as trash 
or money) ■ The trash collectors came early today. • a tax/ 
bill/debt collector 

collector’s item noun, pi ~ items [count] : an object that 
people want because it is rare or valuable ■ Her paintings 
have become collector's items. 
coi-leqe /'karlufc/ noun, pi -leg-es 

1 : a school in the U.S. that you go to after high school : a 
school that offers courses leading to a degree (such as a 
bachelor’s degree or an associate’s degree) [count] She 
teaches art at a local college. ■ He graduated from one of the 
country’s best colleges. ■ She attended a business college, 
[noncount] He attended college for several years, but didn't 
graduate. ■ She dropped out of college. ■ Where did you go to 
college ? [=what college did you attend?] ■ I went to Mount 
Holyoke College. ■ When I was a junior fn college, I spent a 
semester in Spain. — often used before another noun ■ col¬ 
lege students/courses/professors ■ He is a college graduate. ■ 
She was the first in her family to get a college education. ■ a 
college campus ■ college athletic programs — compare uni¬ 
versity; see also community college, junior col¬ 
lege, STATE COLLEGE 

2 [count] ; a part of an American university that offers 
courses in a specified subject — often + of ■ He attended the 
university’s college of dentistry/engineering/medicine. 

3 a : a school in Britain that offers advanced training in a 
specified subject [count] an arts college ■ the Edinburgh Col¬ 
lege of Art ■ the London College of Fashion [noncount] She 
is attending fashion college, b [count] : a separate part of a 
large British university where students live and take courses 

■ Balliol College at Oxford 

4 [count] formal : an organized group of people who have 
similar jobs or interests ■ She is a member of the American 
College of Cardiology. ■ the college of cardinals — see also 

ELECTORAL COLLEGE 

col-le-giate /ka'liitfeat/ adj : of or relating to a college or its 
students • collegiate athletics 

col-lide /ka'laid/ verb -lides; -lid-ed; -lid-ing [no obj] 

1 : to hit something or each other with strong force : to 
crash together or to crash into something ■ Two football 
players collided on the field. — often + with ■ Two football 
players collided with each other on the field. ■ The car collid¬ 
ed with a truck/tree. 

2 — used of situations in which people or groups disagree or 
are very different from each other • Their ideas for the com¬ 
pany often collide. [=clash] ■ Two worlds collide in a new 
novel about an American family living in Japan. — often + 
with ■ The candidate's opinions sometimes collided with his 
party’s agenda. 

COl-lie /•kadi ! noun, pi -lies [count]: a large type of dog with 
long hair and a long pointed nose 
COl-lier /•kailja-/ noun, pi -liers [count] chiefly Brit, old- 
fashioned : a coal miner 

col-liery /'ka.ljsri/ noun, pi -lier-ies [count] chiefly Brit : a 
coal mine and the buildings that are near it 
COl-li-sion /k&h’szn/ noun, pi -sions [count]: an act of col¬ 
liding: such as a : a crash in which two or more things or 
people hit each other ■ The car was destroyed in the collision. 

■ There was nothing I could do to avoid a head-on collision. 
[=a crash of two vehicles that are moving directly toward 
each other] — often + between or with ■ He was injured in a 
collision between a car and an SUV. ■ She hurt her shoulder 
in a collision with another player, b : a situation in which 
people or groups disagree : a clash or conflict — often + be¬ 
tween ■ He reported on the latest collision between the two 
leaders. 

collision course noun 

on a collision course ^ Two people or things that are on a 
collision course are moving and will crash into each other if 
one of them doesn’t change direction. ■ The two airplanes 
were on a collision course. ■ The comet was on a collision 
course with the planet. — often used figuratively ■ The 
government’s policies are putting us on a collision course 
with economic disaster. 


col-lo-cate /*ka:l3 I keit/ verb -cates; -cat-ed; -cat-ing [no 

obj] technical : to appear often with another word ■ The 
word “college” collocates with “student.” 
col-lo-ca-tion /kala'keijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : use of certain words together ■ patterns of col¬ 
location 

2 [count] : a particular combination of words ■ a common 
collocation 

col-lo-qui-al /ka'loukwijal/ adj [more most —] 

1 : used when people are speaking in an informal way ■ a col¬ 
loquial word/expression 

2 ; using an informal style ■ a colloquial writer 

— col-lo-qui-al-ly adv ■ The phrase is used colloquially but 
not in writing. • The drink is known colloquially as a 
“brown cow.” 

col-lo-qui-al-ism /kaMoukwija.hzam/ noun, pi -isms 
[count] : a word or phrase that is used mostly in informal 
speech : a colloquial expression • His English is very good, 
but he has trouble understanding certain colloquialisms. 
COl-lude /ka'lu.'d/ verb -ludes; -lud-ed; -lud-ing [no obj ] 
: to work with others secretly especially in order to do some¬ 
thing illegal or dishonest ■ The two companies had colluded 
to fix prices. — often + in or with • She colluded in mislead¬ 
ing the public. • He is accused of colluding with criminals, 
col-lu-sion /k3'lu.'33n/ noun [noncount] : secret coopera¬ 
tion for an illegal or dishonest purpose ■ The company was 
acting In collusion with manufacturers to inflate prices. — 
often + between • She uncovered collusion between city offi¬ 
cials and certain local businesses. 

CO-logne /ko'loon/ noun, pi -lognes : a liquid that has a 
light, pleasant smell and that people put on their skin : a 
light kind of perfume that does not have a strong smell 
[noncount] She put on some cologne and combed her hair. ■ a 
TV commercial for men’s cologne [count] TV commercials 
for men’s colognes — called also eau de cologne 
1 CO-lon /'koulan/ noun, pi -Ions [count] medical : the main 
part of the large intestine ■ He died of colon cancer. — see 
picture at human — compare 2 colon 
2 COlon noun, pi -Ions [count] : the punctuation mark : used 
in writing and printing to dirfect attention to what follows it 
(such as a list, explanation, or quotation) — compare 'co¬ 
lon 

COl-O-nel /*ka , nj/ noun, pi -nels [count] : an officer of high 
rank in the army, air force, or marines : a military officer 
who ranks above a major ■ He retired as a colonel in the air 
force. 

1 CO-IO-nial /ka'lounijal/ adj 

1 a : of or relating to a colony ■ colonial possessions/admin¬ 
istration ■ a colonial city b : owning or made up of colonies 
• The country was a colonial power. ■ a colonial nation and 
its colonial empire 

2 or Colonial : of or relating to the original 13 colonies 
forming the United States ■ The book describes life in Colo¬ 
nial America. ■ an example of colonial architecture/fumiture 
■ The port had been very important in colonial times. 

3 : in a style that was popular in the U.S. during the Ameri¬ 
can colonial period (before 1776) ■ They live in a colonial 
(style) house. 

2 COlonial noun, pi -nials [count] 

1 or Colonial : a two-story house built in a style that was 
first popular in the U.S. during the American colonial period 
(before 1776) ■ They bought a Colonial on a quiet street. 

2 : a person who is part of a colony : colonist ■ The higher 
taxes caused increasing tension between colonials and the 
mother country. 

CO-IO-nial-ism /ko'lounijadizam/ noun [noncount] : control 
by one country over another area and its people 

— co-lo-nial-ist /kaMounijalist/ noun, pi -ists [count] 
— colonialist adj ■ the colonialist past 

COl-O-nist /'kadamst/ noun, pi -nists [count] 

1 : a person who lives in a colony 

2 : a person who helps to create a colony ■ British colonists 
settled the area in the 18th century. 

col-o-nize also Brit col-o-nise /'kaila.naiz/ verb -niz-es; 
-nized; -niz-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to create a colony in or on (a place) : to take control of 
(an area) and send people to live there ■ England colonized 
Australia. ■ The area was colonized in the 18th century. 

2 : to move into and live in (a place) as a new type of plant 
or animal ■ Weeds quickly colonized the field. ■ The island 
had been colonized by plants and animals, 
-col-o-ni-za-tion also Brit col-o-ni-sa-tion /.kadana- 
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colonnade ■ coloring 


'zeijan, Brit (kolsinai'zeijsn/ noun [noncount] • The colo¬ 
nization of Australia—col-o«niz»er also Brit cobo-nis-er 
noun, pi -ers [count] ■ Certain plants are prolific colonizers. 
• the influence of Dutch and French colonizers 
COl*on*nade /•kads'neid/ noun, pi -nades [count] : a row 
of columns usually holding up a roof • A colonnade sur¬ 
rounds the courtyard. 

co-lo-nos-co-py Akoula'naiskspi/ noun, pi -pies [count] 
medical : a medical procedure in which a special tube¬ 
shaped instrument is used to take pictures of the inside of 
someone’s colon 

cobo-ny /'kailani/ noun, pi -nies [count] 

1 a : an area that is controlled by or belongs to a country 
and is usually far away from it ■ Massachusetts was one of 
the original 13 British colonies that later became the United 
States. • a former French colony in Africa b : a group of 
people sent by a country to live in such a colony ■ a colony of 
settlers 

2 : a group of plants or animals living or growing in one 
place ■ an ant colony • a colony of bacteria 

3 : a group of people who are similar in some way and who 
live in a certain area ■ an artist colony ■ a leper colony\ also 
: the land or buildings used by such a group 

1 CQl«or (JJS) or Brit col-our /'kAla 1 / noun, pi -ors 

1 : a quality such as red, blue, green, yellow, etc., that you 
see when you look at something [count] The color of blood 
is red. ■ What color are your eyes? ■ What color paint shall we 
use? • Blue and green are my favorite colors. • The pillows 
are all different colors, [noncount] The room needs more 
color. ■ In early summer the garden is full of color. ■ She add¬ 
ed color to her outfit with a bright scarf. ■ The leaves are 
starting to change color [=tum from green to orange, yel¬ 
low, red, etc.] ■ His eyes were bluish-green in color. • She 
used red peppers in the salad for color. [=to make it more 
colorful] — see pictures of colors starting on page Cl 

2 : something used to give color to something: a pigment or 
dye [count] She’s using a new lip/nail color. • The color bled 
when I washed the shirt, [noncount] a brand of hair color 

3 [noncount] a : the use or combination of colors ■ a paint¬ 
er who is a master of color b — used to describe a photo¬ 
graph, televison picture, etc., that includes colors and that is 
not black and white ■ The book includes over 100 photo¬ 
graphs in (full) color. I=not black and white] — often used 
before another noun ■ a color photograph ■ color printing/ 
television — see also in living color at LIVING 

4 [noncount ]: the color of a person’s skin as a mark of race ■ 
discrimination on the basis of sex or color A person of col¬ 
or is a person who is not white. ■ The book is about her expe¬ 
rience as a woman of color in a mostly white community. 

5 [noncount] : a pink or red tone in a person’s face especially 
because of good health, excitement, or embarrassment ■ His 
color is not good. [=he looks ill] ■ She has some good color in 
her cheeks. ■ He could feel the color rising in his cheeks. [=he 
could feel himself blushing] • The color drained from her 
face. [=the blood left her face; she became very pale] 

6 colors [plural] : something (such as a flag) that shows that 
someone or something belongs to a specific group ■ The ship 
sails under Swedish colors. 

7 [noncount] : interest or excitement ■ Her comments added 
color to the broadcast. [=made the broadcast more enjoyable 
or entertaining] — see also local color, off-color 

a horse of a different color see 1 horse 
show your true colors : to show what you are really like 
: to reveal your real nature or character ■ He seemed nice 
at first, but he showed his true colors during the crisis. 
with flying colors see Flying 
2 COlor {US) or Brit colour verb -ors; -ored; -or-ing 

1 [+ obf] : to give color to (something) : to change the color 
of (something) ■ We colored the water with red ink. ■ Does 
she color [=dye] her hair? 

2 : to draw with crayons, markers, colored pencils, etc. : to 
fill in a shape or picture using markers, crayons, colored 
pencils, etc. [no obj] The children were busy coloring in their 
coloring books. [+ obf] My nephew colored a picture for me. 
■ The child colored the sky blue and the sun yellow. — see 
also color in (below) 

3 1+ obj]: to change (someone’s ideas, opinion, attitude, etc.) 
in some way ■ He never lets rumors color [= influence, affect] 
his opinion of anyone. — often used as (be) colored ■ Her 
judgment was colored by reports of the student’s behavioral 
problems. • His feelings about divorce are colored by his own 
experience as a child. 


4 [no obj] literary : to become red in the face especially be¬ 
cause of embarrassment ■ She colors [=blushes] easily. — of¬ 
ten + at • She colored at the mention of his name. 
color in [phrasal verb] color in (something) or color (some¬ 
thing) in : to add color to (a shape or picture) by using 
markers, crayons, colored pencils etc. • She colored in the 
picture. — see also 2 color 2 (above) 
col-or-ant (US) or Brit cobour*ant /'kAlarant/ noun, pi 
-ants [count, noncount] : coloring 2 
col-or-a-tion (chiefly US) or Brit cobour*a*tion 
/,kAl3'reij3n/ noun 

1 [ noncount] biology : the color or patterns of color on an 
animal or plant ■ the bird’s brilliant coloration [= coloring] ■ 
the coloration of a flower 

2 : the colors of an object (such as a piece of artwork or fur¬ 
niture) [noncount] the bright yellow coloration of the cur¬ 
tains [count] wine glasses with circle designs and blue and 
green colorations 

3 : a quality or characteristic [noncount] the novel’s politi¬ 
cal coloration [count] He attempted to give a religious color¬ 
ation to the war. 

col-or-a-tu-ra ^kAlara'tura, Brit .kolara'tuara/ noun, pi 

-ras 

1 [noncount] : a style of singing usually in opera that con¬ 
tains a lot of high notes sung very fast • a performance with¬ 
out much coloratura 

2 [count] : a singer who is able to perform this type of music 

- often used before another noun ■ a coloratura soprano ■ 
coloratura roles 

cobor— blind (US) or Brit colour —blind /•kAla^blaind/ adj 

1 : unable to see the difference between certain colors ■ 
Many color-blind people cannot distinguish between red and 
green. 

2 : treating people of different skin colors equally : not af¬ 
fected by racial prejudice ■ The company claims to be color¬ 
blind. ■ color-blind policies 

- color blindness (US) or Brit colour blindness noun 
[noncount] • He has a common form of color blindness. 

co-lo-rec-tal Akoulou'rektal/ adj, always used before a 
noun, medical : of or relating to the lower part of the large 
intestine : of or relating to the colon and the rectum • col¬ 
orectal cancer 

COl'Ored (US) or Brit coloured /'kAla-d/ adj 

1 : having color ; not black or white • We decorated the 
Christmas tree with colored lights. ■ colored glass/pencils 

2 : influenced by a person’s feelings or prejudices ■ He gave a 
highly colored account of the events. 

3 old-fashioned + sometimes offensive a : of a race other 
than white; especially : ‘black 2 ■ a colored man/woman/ 
child • colored people/folks b : of or relating to people who 
are not white ■ The town she grew up in had a colored church 
and a white church. [=a church attended by black people 
and a church attended by white people] 

COl*or*fast (US) or Brit cobour-fast /'kAla^fest, Brit 
'kAl3,fa;st/ adj '■ able to keep the same color even if washed, 
placed in light, etc. ■ a colorfast carpet ■ colorfast printing ink 
CObor-ful (US) or Brit cobour-ful /'kAlafol/ adj [more ~; 
most —] 

1 : having a bright color or a lot of different colors : full of 
color ■ I wore a colorful outfit. ■ the bird's colorful feathers 

2 : interesting or exciting ■ He gave a colorful account of his 
travels. ■ She has a colorful [=bright, cheerful] personality. • 
He was a colorful character. [=a very unusual person] 

3 If you use colorful language you use words that are usu¬ 
ally considered rude or offensive. ■ He's been known to use 
some colorful language when he starts talking about politics. 

- cobor-fubly (US) or Brit cobour«fubly /'kAlafli/ adv • 
The room was colorfully decorated. 

color guard (US) or Brit colour guard noun [count] : a 
person in uniform who holds a flag in a ceremony or parade 
cobor-ing (US) or Brit cobourdrig /'kAlanrj/ noun, pi 
-ings 

1 [noncount] : the act of adding colors to something (such as 
a picture in a coloring book) ■ Her favorite activities include 
playing with stuffed animals and coloring. 

2 : something that produces color [noncount] Our product 
contains no artificial coloring or flavoring. • She added some 
blue food coloring to the icing, [count] artificial colorings • 
(US) a variety of hair colorings [-(Brit) colourants] 

3 [noncount] a : the color of a person’s skin and hair • This 
scarf will look great with your coloring. ■ He has very light 



coloring book • combine 


314 


coloring, b : the color of an animal or plant • a bird’s bright 
coloring [= coloration] 

4 [noncount] : the way color is used • His paintings are nota¬ 
ble for their bright coloring. 

coloring book (US) or Brit colouring book noun, pi ~ 
books [count] : a book of pictures that you color in with 
crayons, markers, etc. ■ I bought my son a new coloring book. 
COl-or-ist (US) or Brit col-our«ist /'k/\larist/ noun, pi -ists 
[count] 

1 : a painter who uses color in interesting and effective ways 

2 : a person who dyes people’s hair 
col-or-less (US) or Brit col-our-less /'k/vlatas I adj 

1 : lacking color ■ a colorless liquid/gas 

2 [more most ~] : dull or boring : not interesting ■ color¬ 
less writing 

color line noun, pi ~ lines [singular] US : a set of customs 
or laws that does not allow black people to do the same 
things or be in the same places as white people ■ Jackie Rob¬ 
inson broke American baseball’s color line. [=he was the first 
black man to play professional baseball with white players] 
— called also (Brit) colour bar 

color scheme (US) or Brit colour scheme noun, pi ~ 
schemes [count] : a particular combination of colors • 
They chose an unusual color scheme for the living room. 
CO-IOS-Sal /ka'la:sal/ adj : very large or great ■ a colossal 
[=gigantic] statue ■ Their business partnership turned out to 
be a colossal [=massive] failure. - The meeting was a colossal 
[-huge, enormous) waste of time. 

COl-OS-se-um Akaila'sijam/ noun, pi -ums 

1 Colosseum [singular] : an outdoor arena built in Rome in 
the first century A.D. 

2 [count] chiefly US : a large stadium or building for sports 
or entertainment: coliseum 

CO-IOS-SUS /ka'lcnsas/ noun, pi -los-si /-'la:,sai/ [count] 

1 : a huge statue ■ an ancient Egyptian colossus 

2 : a very large or important person or thing • The building is 
a colossus of steel and glass. ■ a corporate colossus 

Colour Brit spelling of color 

colour supplement noun, pi ~ -merits [count] Brit : a 
magazine printed in color that is added to a newspaper usu¬ 
ally on a Saturday or Sunday 
COlt /'koult/ noun, pi colts [count] 

1 : a young male horse — compare filly, foal 

2 Brit : a member of a sports team for young people 
COl-um-bine /'kcr.lan^bain/ noun, pi -bines [count, non¬ 
count] : a plant that has flowers with five petals that are thin 
and pointed 

Co-lum-blJS Day /ka'Umbas-/ noun [singular] : the sec¬ 
ond Monday in October observed as a legal holiday in many 
states of the U.S. in honor of the arrival of Christopher Co¬ 
lumbus in the Bahamas in 1492 
COl«umn /'ka:lam/ noun, pi -limns [count] 

1 : a long post made of steel, stone, etc., that is used as a sup¬ 
port in a building ■ a facade with marble columns 

2 a : a group of printed or written items (such as numbers 
or words) shown one under the other down a page ■ Add the 
first column of numbers, b : any one of two or more sec¬ 
tions of print that appear next to each other on a page and 
are separated by a blank space or a line ■ The article takes up 
three columns. ■ The error appears at the bottom of the sec¬ 
ond column. — see picture at table 

3 : an article in a newspaper or magazine that appears regu¬ 
larly and that is written by a particular writer or deals with a 
particular subject ■ a sports/gossip column ■ She writes a 
weekly column for the paper. — see also advice column 

4 : something that is tall and thin in shape — often + of ■ 
Columns of smoke rose from the chimneys. —see also 
STEERING COLUMN 

5 : a long row of people or things — often + o/ ■ a column of 
troops/cars 

col-um-nist /'kadamnist/ noun, pi -nists [count] : a person 
who writes a newspaper or magazine column ■ a gossip/ 
sports columnist 

COm /'ka:m/ abbr commercial organization — used in an In¬ 
ternet address to show that it belongs to a company or busi¬ 
ness ■ www.Merriam-Webster.cow — compare DOT-COM 
CO-ma /'kouma/ noun, pi -mas : a state in which a sick or 
injured person is unconscious for a long time [count] He 
went into a coma. ■ She was in a coma for a year, [noncount] 
patients in (a state of) coma 

Co-man-che /ka'msentfi/ noun, pi Comanche or Co¬ 


man-ches [count] : a member of a Native American people 
of the southwestern U.S. 

co-ma-tose /'koumaitous/ adj : in a coma ■ She lay in a co¬ 
matose state. ■ comatose patients 
1 comb /'koum/ noun, pi combs [count] 

1 a : a flat piece of plastic or metal with a row of thin teeth 
that is used for making hair neat — see picture at groom¬ 
ing b : a device that is used for separating or straightening 
fibers (such as wool fibers) 

2 : a soft part on top of the head of some birds (such as 
chickens) ■ Roosters have red combs. 

3 : HONEYCOMB 

go over/through with a fine-tooth comb see fine-tooth 
comb 

2 COmb verb combs; combed; comb-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to smooth, arrange, or separate (hair or fibers) 
with a comb • Go comb your hair. ■ He combed back his hair. 
■ The wool is combed before being spun into yam. 

2 : to search (something) very thoroughly in order to find 
something [+ obj] We combed the beach for shells, [no obj] 

— usually + through ■ They got the information by combing 
through old records. 

comb out [phrasal verb] comb out (hair) or comb (hair) out 
: to make (hair) neat and smooth with a comb • She sat in 
front of the mirror combing out her hair. ■ Her mother 
combed the tangles out. 

1 com-bat / , ka:m,baet/ noun [noncount] : active fighting espe¬ 
cially in a war ■ troops ready for combat ■ Some of these sol¬ 
diers have never seen combat. ■ He was killed in combat. • 
armed/unarmed combat — often used before another noun ■ 
combat operations/missions • combat boots ■ a combat zone 
2 COm-bat /kam'bset/ verb -bats; -bat-ed also -bat-ted; 
-bat-ing also -bat-ting 1+ obj] 

1 : to try to stop (something) from happening or getting 
worse • The drug helps combat infection. ■ She dedicated her 
life to combating poverty. • Exercise can help combat the ef¬ 
fects of stress. ■ The mayor pledged to combat crime. 

2 formal : to fight against (someone) : to engage in combat 
against (an enemy) ■ They have been combating the rebels 
for months. 

COm-bat-ant /kam'bsetpt, Brit 'kombatant/ noun, pi -ants 
[count] : a person, group, or country that fights in a war or 
battle ■ Britain was a main/major combatant in World War II. 

— often used before another noun ■ combatant ships/nations 
combat fatigue noun [noncount ]: battle fatigue 
COm-bat-ive /kam'bsetiv, Brit 'kombativ/ adj [more 

most ~]: having or showing a willingness to fight or argue ■ a 
combative attitude/style ■ When the police tried to arrest 
him, he became combative. 

— com-bat-ive-ness noun [noncount] ■ a lawyer known for 
his combativeness 

COm-bi-na-tion /,ka:mba'neijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : a result or product of combining two or more 
things or people ■ Water is a combination of hydrogen and 
oxygen. ■ The car’s interior is available in various/different 
color combinations. ■ It’s an unusual combination. ■ A combi¬ 
nation of factors led to her decision. ■ The milkshakes come 
in chocolate, strawberry, and vanilla, or any combination of 
these. ■ He has the right combination of talent and experi¬ 
ence. ■ Together on one team they are a winning combina¬ 
tion. [=they work, perform, etc., very well together] 

2 : an act of combining two or more things [count] The 
combination of these two chemicals can cause an explosion. 
[noncount] The drugs should not be taken in combination. 
[=should not be taken together] ■ It can be used by itself or in 
combination with [= together with] our other products. 

3 [count] : a particular series of numbers or letters that is 
used to open a lock ■ What is the combination to the safe? 

4 — used to describe something that can be used in more 
than one way ■ The tool is a combination jackknife and bot¬ 
tle opener. ■ The book is a combination dictionary and the¬ 
saurus. 

Combination lock noun, pi ~~ locks [count] : a lock that 
can only be opened by using a particular series of numbers 
of letters 

combination therapy noun, pi ~ pies [count, noncount] 
medical : the use of more than one method and especially 
more than one drug to treat a disease 
1 com-bine /kam'bain/ verb -bines; -bined; -bin-ing 
1 [+ obj] : to cause (two or more things) to be together or to 
work together • We decided to combine both methods/tech¬ 
niques. ■ The groups have combined forces to lobby for re- 
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form. — often + with ■ The drug may 
be combined with other treatments. 

2 a [+ obj] : to mix (two or more 
things) together to form a single thing 

■ Combine the ingredients (together) in 
a large bowl. ■ combining oxygen and/ 
with hydrogen b [no obj ] : to come 
together and form a single thing or 
group ■ Atoms combine [-unite] to 
form molecules. ■ The two companies 
combined [= merged] under his leader¬ 
ship. 

3 [+ obj] : to have (two or more different things) at the same 
time ■ a writer whose novels combine imagination and schol¬ 
arship ■ She found it difficult to combine a career and family. 

■ This method of payment combines the advantages of cash 
with the convenience of a check. 

4 [no obj] : to act together ■ Many factors combined to cause 
the recession. ■ All of these elements combine to make a 
wonderfully entertaining movie. 

2 COm*bine /'kcrn^bain/ noun, pi -bines [count] 

1 : a group of people or organizations that work together ■ 
The teams belong to a combine that scouts new players. ■ a 
political combine 

2 : a machine that cuts crops (such as corn or wheat) and 
separates the seeds of the plant from the rest of the plant 

COm*bined /kam'bamd/ acb, always used before a noun 

1 : formed or produced by adding two or more things or 
amounts together ■ They’ve raised a combined total of one 
thousand dollars. ■ The combined population of the two cit¬ 
ies is over half a million. 

2 : acting together ■ She is suffering from the combined ef¬ 
fects of stress and fatigue. ■ The company succeeded thanks 
to the combined efforts of all its employees. 

combining form noun, pi ~ forms [count] linguistics : a 
form of a word (such as electro- in electromagnetic or mal- in 
malodorous ) that only occurs as a part of other words 
COm>bo /'kccmbou/ noun, pi -bos [count] 

1 : a small musical group that plays jazz or dance music ■ a 
three-piece jazz combo 

2 informal : a combination of different things ■ The carpet 
design comes in three different color combos. ■ a washer- 
dryer combo ■ I ordered the seafood combo. [=a dish that in¬ 
cludes different kinds of seafood] 

COm*bllS*ti*ble /kam'bAStabal/ adj [more most ~]: able 
to be burned easily ■ combustible gases/materials ■ The fuel is 
highly/very combustible. — sometimes used figuratively ■ a 
combustible situation [=a situation in which people are angry 
and could become violent] 

— combustible noun, pi -tibles [count] • combustibles such 
as coal and gasoline 

COm*buS*tion /kam'bAStfan/ noun [noncount] technical 

1 : the act of burning ■ Combustion may occur at high tem¬ 
peratures. — see also spontaneous combustion 

2 technical : a chemical reaction that occurs when oxygen 
combines with other substances to produce heat and usually 
light ■ This ratio of air to fuel results in better combustion. 

— see also internal combustion engine 
combustion chamber noun, pi ~ -bers [count] : a 

closed space inside an engine in which fuel is burned — see 
picture at engine 

1 COme /'kAm/ verb comes; came /'keim/; come; com«ing 

[no obj] 

1 : to move toward someone or something ■ Please come 
here for a minute. I want to show you something. • Don’t 
come near me. ■ She came quietly into the room. ■ He came 
home late again last night. ■ The dog began to growl as we 
came closer. ■ Here he comes. [=he is approaching us] ■ The 
captain of the ship invited us to come aboard. ■ The dog 
came running when she called it. [=the dog ran to her when 
she called it] ■ If you need me I’ll come running, [si’ll come to 
you very quickly] 

2 : to go or travel to a place ■ People come from all over the 
country to see him. ■ Some people came by car while others 
came by plane. ■ Why don’t you come and/to stay with us for 
a while? ■ My parents are coming for a visit. = My parents are 
coming to visit. • I hope you’ll come (to/and) visit us soon. ■ 
About a hundred people are coming to the wedding. ■ People 
come many miles to visit the shrine. ■ They came very far 
[=they traveled a long way] to see you. ■ My brother is com¬ 
ing down ^traveling south] to visit me this week, and I’ll be 
going up to visit him next month. • She lives uptown and 


rarely comes down to this part of the city. ■ My parents are 
coming up ^traveling north] to visit me this weekend. ■ She 
lives downtown and rarely comes up to this part of the city. 

— often used figuratively ■ We’ve come so far [=we’ve made 
so much progress]; we can’t stop now. ■ It’s remarkable to 
think of how far she’s come since she started her career. 

— see also come a long way (below) 

3 of mail : to be delivered to a place ■ Did/has the mail come 
yet? ■ The mail comes every day at four o’clock. ■ A letter 
came for you. 

4 a : to have or form an opinion, attitude, etc., after time 
passes — followed by to + verb ■ I didn’t like him at first, but I 
eventually came to regard him as a friend. ■ He has come to be 
considered one of the leading candidates for the job. ■ They 
came to believe that no one would help them. ■ She came to 
be known [=she became known] as the world’s greatest danc¬ 
er. ■ The food wasn’t as good as I’ve come to expect, b : to 
do something specified — followed by to + verb ■ I don’t 
know how he came to acquire the property. [=1 don’t know 
how he acquired the property] • How did you come to have 
such an idea? [=what caused you to have such an idea?] ■ 
How did she come to be there? [=why was she there?] 

5 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to reach a 
specified level, part, etc. ■ Her dress came (down) to her an¬ 
kles. ■ The water came almost up to the window. 

6 [linking verb] : to reach a specified state or condition ■ My 
shoe came untied. ■ The screw came loose. ■ Things will come 
[=become ] clear if we are patient. ■ The party suddenly came 
alive. I=the party suddenly became lively] ■ The rent is com¬ 
ing due next week. [=the rent will be due next week] 

7 a : to happen or occur ■ These changes couldn’t have come 
at a better time. ■ I promise that no harm will come to you. 
[=1 promise that you will not be harmed] ■ Her success came 
at a high price. [=she paid a high price for her success] ■ It’s 
important for children to learn about the people and things 
that came before us. ■ Success didn’t come easy for her. 
[=she did not achieve success easily] b : to arrive or happen 
after time has passed ■ The days will be longer when spring 
comes. = Come spring the days will be longer. ■ She’ll be back 
in school come September. = She’ll be back in school when 
September comes. • This war will end eventually, and when 
that day comes, we will all be profoundly thankful. ■ The 
time has come to stop hesitating and make a decision. 

8 not used in progressive tenses, of a product that is being sold 
a : to be available ■ This model comes in several sizes. [=this 
model can be bought in several sizes] ■ a product that comes 
in a variety of colors and shapes ■ when the product first 
came on the market [=when the product was first being sold] 
b : to have something as a feature, quality, ability, etc. ■ The 
car comes (equipped/complete) with air-conditioning. 

9 a : to have a specified position or place in a series ■ I don’t 
know which came first. ■ The letter D comes after C and be¬ 
fore E. ■ He cares about his job, but his family comes first 
[=his family is more important than his job] b Brit : to end a 
race or competition in a specified position ■ Joan won the 
race and her sister came [= finished \ came in] second. 

10 somewhat old-fashioned a — used in speech as a mild 
way to urge someone to do something or to become less up¬ 
set, angry, etc. ■ Come, it’s not that bad. I’m sure you’ll feel 
better soon. ■ Come now, there’s no reason to be so upset, b 

— used in speech as a mild way to show that you do not ap¬ 
prove of or agree with what someone has said ■ Come, come. 
You know as well as I do that he never said that. 

11 informal + impolite ; to experience an orgasm 

as ... as they come — used to describe someone or some¬ 
thing as very good, bad, etc. ■ Their daughter is as clever as 
they come. [=their daughter is very clever] ■ The movie was 
as boring as they come. [=the movie was extremely boring] 
come about [phrasal verb] 1 : to happen ■ Their meeting 
came about by accident/chance. ■ I don’t know how it 
came about that she overheard our conversation. 2 of a 
boat or ship : to turn to a different direction ■ The captain 
gave the order to come about, 
come a cropper see cropper 

come across [phrasal verb] 1 : to seem to have a particular 
quality or character : to make a particular impression ■ 
How did he come across ? [=what kind of impression did he 
make?] — usually + as • He comes across as (being) a good 
speaker. [=he seems to be a good speaker; people think 
that he is a good speaker when they hear him talk] ■ He 
came across as a nice guy. [=he seemed to be a nice guy] 2 
: to be expressed to someone ■ She says she was trying to 
be helpful, but that’s not what came across when I talked 
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to her. [=1 did not get the feeling that she was trying to be 
helpful when I talked to herj ■ Her enthusiasm really came 
across [=came through ] when she talked about her job. 
(=we could see that she was really enthusiastic when she 
talked about her job] 3 come across (something or some¬ 
one) : to meet or find (something or someone) by chance ■ 
Researchers have come across important new evidence. ■ 
As I was walking through the town, I came across a group 
of street performers. 4 informal : to pay money that 
someone wants or demands ■ They threatened to hurt him 
if he doesn’t come across (with the money). 
come adrift see adrift 

come after \phrasal verb\ come after (someone) : to chase 
(someone) : to try to find or capture (someone you want 
to hurt or punish) ■ They’re worried that the government 
might be coming after them. 

come again informal — used to ask someone to repeat 
something that was not heard or understood clearly ■ “Her 
name is Hermione.” “ Come again ? I didn’t quite hear you.” 
“I said her name is Hermione.” 
come along [phrasal verb ] 1 : to go somewhere with some¬ 
one ■ They asked me to come along (with them) on the trip. 
[=they asked me to go with them on the trip] ■ I’m going to 
the museum tomorrow. Would you like to come along ? 2 
: to make progress : to get better or to proceed in a desired 
way • The project started slowly, but now the work is com¬ 
ing along. : to proceed in a specified way ■ The work is 
coming along well. ■ The investigation is coming along 
slowly, and there’s still a lot more work to be done. 3 : to 
happen or appear as someone or something that might be 
used, chosen, etc. • She says she won’t just marry the first 
man that comes along. ■ An opportunity like this doesn’t 
come along [-occur] too often. 
come a long way 1 : to rise to a much higher level of suc¬ 
cess : to become very successful ■ He’s come a long way 
from his days as a young reporter. Now he’s one of the 
country’s most respected journalists. 2 : to make a great 
amount of progress ■ Medicine has come a long way in re¬ 
cent years. 

come and go 1 — used to talk about time that has passed ■ 
More than a hundred years have come and gone since the 
day of that famous battle. 2 — used to talk about people 
who appear and then leave as time passes ■ She’s seen a lot 
of employees come and go during her time in the company. 
■ Politicians come and go. They all seem pretty much the 
same to me. 

come apart: to break into parts or pieces ■ an old house 
that is coming apart at the seams [=an old house that is in 
very bad condition] — often used figuratively ■ a coalition 
that is coming apart • Their marriage is coming apart at the 
seams. I=their marriage is failing] 
come around or chiefly Brit come round [phrasal verb] 

1 : to start to accept and support something (such as an 
idea) after opposing it: to stop opposing or disagreeing with 
something or someone ■ She still says she won't support us, 
but she’ll come around eventually. [=she’ll support us even¬ 
tually] — often + to ■ She’ll come around to our side eventu¬ 
ally. ■ People are starting to come around to the idea. 2 : to 
become conscious ■ He took a bad fall and knocked himself 
out. When he came around [=woke up, came to], he didn’t re¬ 
member what had happened. 3 : to go to visit someone ■ 
Why don’t you come around [=come over] (to my house) af¬ 
ter work today? 4 : to occur in the usual way as time passes 
■ I always feel a little sad when the end of the school year 
comes around. — see also what goes around comes around at 
1 GO 5 of a boat or ship : to turn to a different direction ■ 
The sailboat came around [=came about] and began to head 
east. 

come as — used to describe the effect that something has 
when people first learn about it ■ Their decision came ms a 
surprise (to me). [=their decision was a surprise to me] ■ It 
should come as no surprise that many people oppose the 
plan. ■ It came as a shock to me [=1 was shocked] to see 
how old he looks now. ■ The news of her recovery came as 
a great relief to all of us. 

come at [phrasal verb] 1 come at (someone) a : to move 
toward (someone) in a threatening or aggressive way ■ 
They kept coming at me. b : to be directed at or toward 
(someone) • The questions kept coming at him so quickly 
that he didn’t know how to respond to them. 2 come at 
(something) : to begin to deal with or think about (some¬ 
thing) ■ We need to come at [= approach ] these problems 
from a different angle. 


come away from [phrasal verb] come away from (some¬ 
thing) : to move away from (an area, place, etc.) • The 
guard told him to come away from the door. — often used 
figuratively ■ Most readers come away from the book feel¬ 
ing reassured. [=most readers feel reassured when they fin¬ 
ish the book] ■ It was a difficult experience, but she came 
away from it a stronger and more confident person. 
come back [phrasal verb] 1 : to return to a place ■ I hope 
you’ll come back and see us again soon. — sometimes used 
figuratively ■ a decision that may come back to haunt us 
[=a decision that may cause problems for us in the future] 
2 a : to return to a former good condition : to become 
strong, successful, or effective again after a time of weak¬ 
ness, failure, etc. ■ It can be difficult for an athlete to come 
back [= recover ] from an injury like this. ■ a species that was 
nearly extinct but that has been coming back b : to be¬ 
come popular or fashionable again • Short skirts were out 
of fashion for many years, but now they’re coming back. 
C : to be successful in a game, sport, etc., after being be¬ 
hind ■ The team was trailing after the first half, but they 
came back and won in the second half. 3 : to return to 
someone’s memory — usually + to ■ I had forgotten a lot of 
what I learned about music, but it’s all coming back to me 
now. [=1 am beginning to remember it now] 4 : to make a 
reply or response — usually + with ■ When questioned 
about his involvement, he came back with an angry denial. 
— see also comeback 

come between [phrasal verb] come between (people or 
groups) : to cause disagreement between (people or 
groups) ■ We shouldn’t let these problems come between us. 
come by [phrasal verb] 1 : to make a visit to someone ■ 
Why don’t you come by [-come over] for a while after din¬ 
ner? 2 come by (something) : to get or acquire (some¬ 
thing) ■ I asked him how he came by the money, but he 
wouldn’t tell me. ■ A good job is hard to come by. [=it's 
hard to get a good job] 
come cheap see 2 cheap 
come clean see 1 clean 
come close see ’close 

come down [phrasal verb] 1 a : to move or fall downward ■ 
The crowd erupted in applause as the curtain came down. • 
One of the tree’s branches came down during the storm, 
b of rain, snow, etc. : to fall from the sky ■ She stood at the 
window, watching the rain come down. ■ The rain was com¬ 
ing down in sheets. l=it was raining very heavily] 2 : to go 
to a lower level ■ Stock prices have continued to come 
down [=falf] this week. = Stocks have continued to come 
down in price this week. ■ It’s sad to see how he has come 
down in the world. [=how he has fallen to a lower position 
or status after being wealthy, successful, etc.] — see also 
comedown 3 : to decide or say in an official or public 
way that you support or oppose someone or something ■ 
The committee came down in favor of the proposal. = The 
committee came down on the side of the proposal. [=the 
committee approved the proposal] ■ Some of his former 
supporters have come down against him. 4 4- An an¬ 
nouncement or decision that comes down is an announce¬ 
ment or decision from someone who has power or author¬ 
ity. ■ Word came down that the strike was over. ■ The 
decision came down in his favor. 5 4- Something that 
comes down from the past is something that has existed 
for a very long time. ■ This is a story that has come down 
from ancient times. 6 informal : to stop feeling the effect 
of an illegal drug : to stop being high on a drug ■ an addict 
who is coming down from heroin 
come down on [phrasal verb] 1 come down on (someone) 
: to criticize or punish (someone) ■ The governor has 
promised to come down hard on corrupt officials. [=to se¬ 
verely punish corrupt officials] ■ Her boss came down on 
her pretty hard when she didn’t finish the report on time. 
2 come down on (something) : to make a strong effort to 
stop or oppose (something) • The governor has promised 
to come down hard on corruption. 
come down to [phrasal verb] come down to (something) : to 
have (something) as the most important part ■ People talk 
about various reasons for the company’s failure, but it all 
comes down to one thing: a lack of leadership. • The elec¬ 
tion is going to come down to which candidate seems most 
trustworthy to the voters. [=the candidate who seems most 
trustworthy will win the election] • It’s nice to be rich, but 
when you come (right) down to it, it’s more important to be 
healthy and happy. 

come down with [phrasal verb] come down with (an illness) 
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: to begin to have or suffer from (an illness) * She came 
down with [=contracted\ measles. • I think I may be coming 
down with [=getting, catching ] a cold. 
come forward \phrasal verb ]: to say openly or publicly that 
you are the person who should get something or who can 
do something ■ No one has yet come forward to claim the 
reward. ■ Several people came forward to offer their assis¬ 
tance. 

come from \phrasal verb ] 1 come from (something) a : to 
have (a specified origin or source) • Wine comes from 
grapes. [=wine is made from grapesl ■ English words come 
from a wide variety of sources, b — used to describe a 
person’s family ■ She comes from a wealthy family. [=her 
family is wealthy! “ He comes from a long line of entertain¬ 
ers. [=the people in his family have been entertainers for 
many years! C : to be the result of (something) ■ I’m not 
surprised that you don’t feel well. That’s what comes from 
not eating the right kinds of food. 2 come from (a place) 
: to be from (a place): such as a of a person : to have been 
bom or raised in (a place) ■ She comes (originally) from a 
small southern town. : to live in (a place) ■ The people who 
attend the convention come from countries all around the 
world. — sometimes used figuratively • ( informal ) I under¬ 
stand where you’re coming from. [=1 understand why you 
feel or think the way you do; I understand your point of 
viewl b of a thing : to be produced in (a place) ■ Where 
did this wine come from ? [=where is this wine from?] ■ 
There was a bad smell coming from the basement. ■ A sob 
came from her throat. [=she sobbed] 3 come from (some¬ 
one) : to be said or told by (someone) ■ This information 
comes from a person I trust. ■ ( informal ) Those comments 
are pretty surprising, coming from you. [=it is surprising 
that you would make those comments] 
come full circle see full circle 
come hell or high water see hell 
come home to see 2 home 

come in \phrasal verb\ 1 a : to enter a place ■ Welcome. 
Please come in. b ; to arrive at a place ■ The store will 
have some exciting new products coming in next week. 2 
: to be received ■ The election results should start coming 
in soon. [=we should start receiving/getting the election re¬ 
sults soon] ■ The broadcast was coming in loud and clear. 
[=we could hear the broadcast very clearly] 3 : to end a 
race or competition in a specified position • Joan won the 
race and her sister came in [= finished] second. ■ He came in 
first/last. 4 : to have a particular role or function ■ We’re 
going to need someone to help with the cooking, and that's 
where you come in. [=your job will be to help us with the 
cooking] 5 Something that comes in handy or (less 
commonly) comes in useful/helpful turns out to be useful 
when it is needed. ■ A pocketknife can come in handy. ■ A 
little extra money would come in useful right now. 
come in/into bloom or come into flower of a plant : to be¬ 
gin to produce flowers : to start to bloom ■ in early spring, 
when the forsythias are coming into bloom • The lilacs have 
begun to come into flower. 

come in for \phrasal verb ] come in for (something) : to get 
or be given (something unpleasant, such as criticism) : to 
be subjected to (something) ■ The government’s policies 
are coming in for increasing criticism. [=more people are 
beginning to criticize the government’s policies] 
come in from the cold see 2 cold 

come in on [phrasal verb) come in on (something) informal 
: to become involved in (something) ■ He says he’d like to 
come in (with us) on the deal. 

come into [phrasal verb] come into (something) 1 : to enter 
(a place) ■ Everyone watched her as she came into the 
room. 2 : to get (something) as a possession ■ He came 
into a fortune when he inherited his father’s estate. 3 : to 
be involved in (something) ■ Deciding who to hire should 
be a business decision. You shouldn’t allow personal feel¬ 
ings to come into it. [=you shouldn’t allow personal feelings 
to affect your decision] 
come into effect see 'effect 

come into your own : to begin to have the kind of success 
that you are capable of having : to become very skillful, 
successful, etc. ■ She has really started to come into her own 
recently. ■ The company was struggling for many months, 
but now it really seems to be coming into its own. 
come in/into view/sight: to appear : to begin to be seen ■ 
Another ship suddenly came into view. • As we turned the 
comer, the distant mountains came in sight, 
come naturally see naturally 


come of [phrasal verb ] come of (something) : to be the result 
of (something) ■ the excitement that comes of meeting peo¬ 
ple who share your interests ■ They had discussions about 
possible new products, but nothing came of it [=no new 
products resulted from their discussions] 

come of age see 'age 

come off [phrasal verb\ 1 come off or come off (something) 
: to stop being attached to something ■ When I tried to pick 
up the suitcase, the handle came off. - The handle came off 
the suitcase. 2 : to produce a desired result: to succeed • 
His plans to start his own business never came off. 3 : to 
happen ■ The meeting came off as scheduled. [=the meeting 
happened when it was scheduled to happen] 4 : to do or 
perform well or badly ■ She came off well in the contest. ■ 
He came off badly/poorly in the debate. 5 : to seem to 
have a specified quality or character — usually + as ■ He’s 
really just shy, but he comes off as a little arrogant. [=he 
seems a little arrogant] ■ He came off as a stuffy old man. 
6 come off (something) a US : to have recently complet¬ 
ed or recovered from (something) ■ a company that is com¬ 
ing off a very successful year ■ an athlete who is coming off 
a serious injury b : to have recently stopped using (an il¬ 
legal drug) ■ an addict who is coming off heroin 7 US, in¬ 
formal — used in phrases like where do you come off? to 
express anger or annoyance at what someone has said or 
done ■ Where do you come off talking to me like that? 
[=you have no right to talk to me like that; how dare you 
talk to me like that?] ■ I don’t know where he comes off 
making those kinds of accusations. [=he has no right to 
make those kinds of accusations] 

come off it informal : to stop talking or acting in a foolish 
way — usually used as an inteijection ■ “I could be a pro 
golfer if I really tried.” “Oh, come off it\ You’re not even 
close to being that good!” 

come on [phrasal verb] 1 a : to happen or progress as time 
passes • Darkness came on rapidly/gradually [=it rapidly/ 
gradually became dark] as the sun went down, b : to be¬ 
gin to happen ■ Rain came on toward noon. [=it began to 
rain when it was almost noon] ■ I feel a headache coming 
on. ■ It looks like it might be coming on to rain. [=it looks 
like it might start to rain soon] 2 a of an electrical ma¬ 
chine, light, etc. : to begin to work or function ■ The lights 
came on briefly and then went out again, b of a TV or ra¬ 
dio program : to start ■ That program you like is coming on 
in a few minutes. 3 informal a — used in speech to ask 
or urge someone to do something ■ “I don't feel like going 
out tonight.” “Oh, come on\ It’ll do you good to get out of 
the house for a while.” ■ ‘‘I don’t think I can go any fur¬ 
ther.” “ Come onl You can do it if you keep trying!” b — 
used in speech to tell someone to hurry or to go faster ■ 
Come on, let’s go. C — used in speech to express surprise, 
disbelief, etc. ■ “I think she could win the election.” “ Come 
onl She doesn't have a chance!” 4 : to have or seem to 
have a certain quality or nature ■ He comes on [-comes 
across ] as a conservative. 

come on strong 1 : to be very forceful or too forceful in 
talking to someone or dealing with someone ■ She didn't 
like him because she felt that he came on too strong. 2 
: to become stronger or more successful in a continuing 
contest, race, etc. ■ The team was playing poorly in the ear¬ 
ly part of the season, but it has been coming on strong late¬ 
ly. » a political candidate who has been coming on strong in 
the polls as the day of election draws closer 

come on to [phrasal verb] 1 come on to (someone) infor¬ 
mal ; to show sexual interest in (someone): to try to start 
a sexual relationship with (someone) ■ She complained that 
her boss has been coming on to her. 2 come on to (some¬ 
thing) Brit : to start to talk about or deal with (something) ■ 
We’ll come on to [=come to. get to] that question later. 

come out [phrasal verb] 1 : to become available : to begin 
to be produced or sold ■ A new magazine is coming out 
next week. ■ The book/movie comes out next month. 2 a 
: to become obvious : to be clearly shown ■ His pride came 
out in his refusal to accept help. [=his refusal to accept help 
showed his pride] b : to become known ■ The truth final¬ 
ly came out. [=people finally learned the truth] ■ It came 
out that he had known about these problems all along, but 
he hadn’t said anything. 3 : to say something openly ■ 
Why don’t you just come out and say what you really 
think? 4 : to say publicly that you support or oppose 
someone or something" She came out in favor of the pro¬ 
posal. ■ Some of his former supporters have come out 
against him. 5 : to say openly that you are a homosexual 
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■ Many gay entertainers have been reluctant to come out. ■ 
Last year she came out (as a lesbian) to her parents. [=she 
told her parents that she is a lesbian] 6 a : to appear after 
being hidden • The rain stopped and the sun/moon/stars 
came out as the clouds cleared away. : to appear in the 
open ■ animals that only come out at night b of a flower 
: to open : to blossom ■ in the spring, when the flowers are 
beginning to come out (in bloom) 7 a : to end or finish in 
a specified way ■ How did the game come out 7 [=tum out] 
[=who won the game?] ■ Everything came out [tended up, 
turned out ] all right. • She expects to come out ahead in the 
end. • He’s confident that he’ll come out a winner. ■ He’s 
confident that he’ll come out on top [=that he’ll win] when 
all the votes have been counted, b of a photograph : to 
produce a good picture ■ Those pictures I took at the game 
yesterday didn’t come out. C — used to describe the qual¬ 
ity that something has when it is finished ■ The picture 
came out blurry. ■ The brownies came out a little too dry. 
8 : to be said, expressed, or understood in a particular way 

■ That’s not what I meant to say. It didn’t come out right. • 
He was trying to make a joke, but it came out wrong. 

come out of \phrasal verb ] come out of (something) 1 : to 
result from (something) • It’s hard to see how anything 
good can come out of this. 2 : to go through the experi¬ 
ence of (something) • I was lucky to come out of [=come 
through \ the accident alive. 3 ^ To come out of nowhere 
is to be very surprising and unexpected or to become suc¬ 
cessful, popular, etc., in a very sudden and surprising way. 

■ That question came out of nowhere. ■ a company that has 
come out of nowhere to become one of the leaders in the in¬ 
dustry — see also come out of left field at left field 

come out with [phrasal verb] come out with (something) 1 
: to say or express (something, such as an idea) ■ She came 
out with a new proposal. ■ He’s always saying ridiculous 
things. You never know what he’ll come out with next. ■ 
Why don’t you just come out with it and say what you real¬ 
ly think? 2 : to publish or produce (something that will 
be sold to the public) ■ a publisher that is coming out with a 
new series of children’s books ■ a car company that is com¬ 
ing out with several new models next year 
come over [phrasal verb] 1 : to make a social visit to some¬ 
one • Why don’t you come over [=come around] (to my 
place) after work? 2 : to change from one side to the oth¬ 
er in a disagreement, competition, etc. — usually + to • I’ve 
been trying to persuade her to come over to our side, but I 
haven’t convinced her yet. 3 Brit, informal : become ■ He 
suddenly came over all bashful. [=he suddenly became very 
bashful] 4 come over (someone) : to affect (someone) in 
a sudden and strong way ■ A sudden feeling of dread came 
over me. [=1 felt a sudden feeling of dread] ■ He’s behaving 
so strangely. I don’t know what’s come over him lately. [=1 
don’t know what has caused him to behave so strangely] 
come round see come around (above) 
come through [phrasal verb] 1 : to succeed in doing some¬ 
thing : to do what is needed or expected • an athlete who is 
known for coming through in the clutch • “I managed to get 
the tickets.” “Great' I knew you’d come through." 2 a : to 
be received and understood ■ The message came through 
loud and clear. ■ The signal wasn’t coming through. [=we 
weren’t receiving the signal] b : to be expressed to some¬ 
one ■ Her enthusiasm really came through [-came across] 
when she talked about her job. [=we could see that she was 
really enthusiastic when she talked about her job] 3 : to 
be given or made official in a formal and final way ■ We’re 
still waiting for approval of our loan application to come 
through. 4 come through (something) : to have the expe¬ 
rience of living through (something) ■ It was a very diffi¬ 
cult illness, but he came through it in pretty good shape. 
come to [phrasal verb] 1 : to become conscious ■ He took a 
bad fall and knocked himself out. When he came to [-woke 
up, came around], he didn’t remember what had happened. 
2 come to (something) a : to reach (a place) while travel¬ 
ing ■ We came to a fork in the road, b : to reach (a partic¬ 
ular point or step in a process) ■ Deciding to buy a new car 
was easy. Now we come to the hard part: finding the mon¬ 
ey. ■ I can’t believe that it has come to this, c : to ap¬ 
proach or reach (a specified condition) • The water came 
slowly to a boil. [=the water slowly began to boil] ■ The 
project suddenly came to a stop/halt. [=the project sudden¬ 
ly stopped] ■ The work has finally come to an end. [=has fi¬ 
nally ended] — see also come to a bad end at ‘end d : to 
result in (something) — usually used in negative state¬ 
ments ■ His ambitious plans never came to much. ■ She 


talked about learning to fly, but it all came to nothing in 
the end. [=she never did learn to fly] e : to make or reach 
(something, such as a decision or an agreement) after 
thinking or talking ■ The two sides finally came to an agree¬ 
ment/understanding after many hours of discussion. • I’ve 
been thinking about what to do next, and I’ve come to a de¬ 
cision. [=I’ve made a decision] • I’ve come to the conclu¬ 
sion [=I’ve decided] that we need to try a different method. 
3 People say that they don't know what the world is 
coming to or they ask What is the world coming to? when 
they are shocked or disgusted by something that has hap¬ 
pened in the world. ■ I don’t know what the world is coming 
to when so many poor children have to go to bed hungry 
every night. 4 The phrase when it comes to is used to 
identify the specific topic that is being talked about. ■ 
When it comes to playing chess, he’s the best I know. 5 
The phrase if it comes to that means “if that is necessary.” ■ 
I’m willing to pay more money if it comes to that. 6 come 
to (an amount) : to produce (an amount) when added to¬ 
gether ■ The bill came to [= amounted to] 10 dollars. 7 
come to (someone) : to be thought of by (someone) : to 
occur to (someone) ■ The answer suddenly came to me. [=1 
suddenly thought of the answer] 8 Something that is 
coming to you is something that is owed to you. ■ I have 
another dollar coming to me. [=1 am owed another dollar] ■ 
He wants all the credit that’s coming to him. [=he wants all 
the credit that he deserves] If you get what's coming to 
you, you get the punishment that you deserve. ■ He’s a 
dirty cheat, and I’m going to see that he gets what's coming 
to him. If you have it coming (to you) you deserve to get 
something bad, such as punishment. • I’m not sorry to hear 
that he lost his job. He had it coming, 
come to blows see 3 blow 

come together [phrasal verb] 1 : to join or meet • the place 
where two rivers come together 2 : to form a group • Peo¬ 
ple from many different areas have come together to try to 
find a solution. 3 : to begin to work or proceed in the de¬ 
sired way ■ The project started slowly, but everything is fi¬ 
nally starting to come together now. 
come to grief see grief 
come to grips with see 2 grip 
come to life see 'life 
come to light see ‘light 
come to mind see ‘mind 

come to pass formal + literary : to happen • Many of the 
things he predicted have come to pass, 
come to rest see 2 rest 
come to terms see ‘term 

come to think of it — used in speech to say that you have 
just remembered or thought of something * The meeting is 
next Tuesday, which, come to think of it, is also the date of 
my doctor’s appointment. 
come to your senses see ‘sense 
come true see ‘true 

come under [phrasal verb] come under (something) 1 : to 
be subjected to (something) ■ The troops were resting 
when they suddenly came under attack. [=when they were 
suddenly attacked] • His policies have been coming under 
attack/criticism/fire from conservatives, ^conservatives 
have been attacking/criticizing his policies] • Many people 
feel that their civil rights are coming under threat. [=are be¬ 
ing threatened] ■ Some of the governor’s recent proposals 
are now coming under increased scrutiny. I=people are 
now looking more closely and critically at the proposals] ■ 
The school is coming under pressure to change its policies. 
2 : to be affected, controlled, or influenced by (something) 

■ an area that has come under the control of rebel forces 
[=an area that is now controlled by rebel forces] ■ He was 
30 years old when he first came under the care of a psychi¬ 
atrist. [=when he first began to be treated by a psychiatrist] 

■ Many young people have come under his influence. 
[=many young people have been influenced by him] ■ areas 
that come under his authority 3 — used to identify the 
group or category that something belongs to ■ These mat¬ 
ters come under the heading of classified information. 

come up [phrasal verb] 1 : to move near to someone or 
something : to approach someone or something ■ He came 
(right) up (to me) and introduced himself. 2 a : to be 
mentioned or thought of ■ That issue never came up. 
[=arose] • A question has come up about the budget. ■ I was 
surprised when his name came up as a possible candidate 
for the job. b : to occur in usually a sudden or unexpect¬ 
ed way ■ She seems to be ready to deal with any problem 
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that may come up. [ =arise] ■ Something has come up and I 
won’t be able to attend the meeting. ■ We need to be ready 
to take action if an opportunity comes up. 3 of the sun or 
moon : to become visible in the sky : to rise ■ She was al¬ 
ready awake when the sun came up. 4 of a plant : to first 
appear above the ground ■ in the spring, when the daffodils 
and tulips are coming up 5 : to finish in a specified condi¬ 
tion or state ■ I flipped the coin and it came up heads/tails. • 
The shot came up short. [=the shot did not go far enough] 
6 : to move up in rank or status ■ an officer who came up 
from/through the ranks [=who started as an ordinary sol¬ 
dier and rose to become an officer] 7 Something that is 
coming up will happen soon or will appear soon. • With the 
election coming up, both candidates are spending all their 
time on the campaign trail. • Our interview with the mayor 
is coming (right) up after this commercial. ■ “I’d like a tur¬ 
key sandwich and a glass of lemonade, please.’’ “ Coming 
right up!” [=the sandwich and lemonade will be served to 
you very quickly] 

come up against [phrasal verb] come up against (some¬ 
thing) : to be stopped or slowed by (something) ■ The pro¬ 
posal has come up against some opposition. [=there is some 
opposition to the proposal] 

come up empty : to fail to get or find something or some¬ 
one ■ The police searched the area for clues but came up 
empty. [=they did not find any clues] 
come upon [phrasal verb\ somewhat formal 1 come upon 
(someone or something) : to meet or find (someone or 
something) by chance ■ As they turned the comer, they 
came upon an unexpected scene. ■ While researching the 
town’s history, she came upon some surprising new infor¬ 
mation about its first mayor. 2 come upon (someone) of 
a feeling : to affect (someone) suddenly ■ An urge to travel 
suddenly came upon him. [=he suddenly felt an urge to 
travel] 

come up to [phrasal verb] come up to (something) : to be as 
good as (something) ■ The movie didn't come up to our ex¬ 
pectations. [=was not as good as we expected it to be] 
come up with [phrasal verb] come up with (something) : to 
get or think of (something that is needed or wanted) • We 
finally came up with a solution (to our problem). ■ He came 
up with an interesting new method of improving the facto¬ 
ry’s efficiency. ■ He’ll be in a lot of trouble if he doesn’t 
come up with the money he owes. 
come what may : regardless of what happens ■ He promised 
to support her, come what may. 
easy come, easy go see 2 easy 
first come, first served see 2 first 
how come see 'how 

to come : existing or arriving in the future ■ No one knows 
what will happen in the days to come. ■ There will be more 
trouble to come. 

2 COme noun [noncount] impolite : semen 
come-back /'kAin,b£ek/ noun, pi -backs [count] 

1 a : a return to a former good position or condition ■ The 
species was nearly extinct but is now making/staging a 
comeback, b : a return to being popular or fashionable ■ 
Short skirts were out of fashion for many years, but now 
they’re making/staging a comeback. C : a new effort to win 
or succeed after being close to defeat or failure ■ The team 
was trailing after the first half, but they made/staged a come¬ 
back and won in the second half. ■ The team mounted a 
comeback in the second half of the season. 

2 : a quick reply or response ■ She seemed to have a clever 
comeback [-retort] for everything I said. — see also come 
back at 'come 

CO-me-di-an /ka'miidijan/ noun, pi -ans [count] 

1 : a person who performs in front of an audience and 
makes people laugh by telling jokes or funny stories or by 
acting in a way that is funny : an actor who plays roles that 
make people laugh 

2 : a person who is funny or makes people laugh ■ You’ll like 
my friend. He’s a real comedian. 

CO-me-dic /ka'miidik/ ad), always used before a noun [more 
most ~] : of, relating to, or like a comedy ■ She has a lot 
of comedic talent. • a drama with comedic elements 
CO-me-di-enne /ka.miidi'en/ noun, pi -ennes [count] : a 
woman who is a comedian 

come-down /'kAm,daun/ noun, pi -downs [count ]: a situ¬ 
ation in which a person falls to a lower level of importance, 
popularity, etc. : a fall in status or position ■ For a man who 
was once a very popular actor, working in a nightclub is 


quite a comedown. — see also come down 2 at 'come 
com-e-dy /'ka.madi/ noun, pi -dies 

1 [count] ■ a play, movie, television program, novel, etc., that 
is meant to make people laugh ■ The new comedy is the net¬ 
work’s most popular television show. — see also musical 

COMEDY, SITUATION COMEDY 

2 [ noncount] : things that are done and said to make an audi¬ 
ence laugh : comic entertainment ■ The movie includes a lot 
of physical comedy. • She had always dreamed of a career in 
comedy. [=a career as a comedian] — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ comedy clubs ■ a comedy show 

3 [noncount] : the funny or amusing part of something : hu¬ 
mor ■ We couldn’t help laughing out loud at the comedy of 
the situation. 

comedy of manners noun, pi comedies of manners 

[count] : a humorous play, movie, novel, etc., about the way 
a particular group of people behave 
come—hith-er /kam'hiSa 1 / adj, always used before a noun 
: attracting someone especially in a sexual way ■ She gave 
him a come-hither look. 

COme-ly /'kAmli/ adj -li-er; -est [also more most —] old- 
fashioned + literary : pleasing in appearance : pretty or at¬ 
tractive — used to describe a girl or woman ■ a comely young 
lady 

come—on /'kAm,a:n/ noun, pi -ons [count] 

1 informal : something that a person says or does to try to 
start a sexual relationship with someone ■ When he told her 
she looked familiar, she assumed it was just a come-on and 
ignored him. — see also come on to at 'come 

2 : something that is done to get customers for a business ■ 
This special sale is a come-on to bring in new customers. 

com-er /■kAma-/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 a : a person who goes to a place to take part in an activity 
— usually plural ■ The class is open to all comers, b : a per¬ 
son who arrives at a place ■ We’re giving free T-shirts away to 
the first comers. — see also latecomer, newcomer 

2 US, informal : someone who is making progress quickly 
and is likely to be successful ■ She’s regarded as a comer in 
political circles. ■ a young comer 

COm-et /'kaimat/ noun, pi -ets [count] : an object in outer 
space that develops a long, bright tail when it passes near the 
sun 

COme-up-pance /kam'Apans/ noun [singular] : punish¬ 
ment that someone deserves to receive ■ One of these days, 
he’ll get his comeuppance for treating people so arrogantly. 
1 COm-fort /'kArnfa-t/ noun, pi -forts 

1 [noncount] : a state or situation in which you are relaxed 
and do not have any physically unpleasant feelings caused 
by pain, heat, cold, etc. ■ These boots provide warmth and 
comfort in the coldest temperatures. ■ The car’s seats are de¬ 
signed for comfort. ■ The suites combine comfort with conve¬ 
nience. ■ The drug gave some comfort to the patient. ■ I found 
a cozy chair where I could read in comfort • We like to 
watch movies in the comfort of our own home. [=in our own 
home where we can relax and be comfortable] 

2 [noncount] : a state or feeling of being less worried, upset, 
frightened, etc., during a time of trouble or emotional pain ■ 
He turned to her for comfort and support when he lost his 
job. ■ We found little/no comfort in their words. [=their 
words did not make us feel better] • If it is any comfort to 
you, I’ve made the same mistake myself. = It might give you 
comfort to know that I’ve made the same mistake myself. ■ I 
take comfort in the knowledge that I’m not alone. [=1 feel less 
worried/upset because I know that I am not alone] — see 
also COLD COMFORT 

3 [count] : a person or thing that makes someone feel less 
worried, upset, frightened, etc. ■ They were great comforts to 
each other during that difficult time. — usually singular ■ 
Her grandchildren were always a great comfort to her. • It’s a 
comfort to know that you are nearby. 

4 comforts [plural] : the things that make you more com¬ 
fortable and that make your life easier and more pleasant ■ 
domestic comforts ■ a country inn with all the comforts of 
home — see also creature comfort 

5 [noncount] : a state or situation in which you have all the 
money and possessions that you need ■ They lived a life of 
comfort and ease. 

too close for comfort also too near for comfort 4- Some¬ 
thing or someone that is too close/near for comfort is close 
enough to make you feel nervous, worried, or upset. ■ That 
bus came a little too close for comfort ! • When we went out 
for drinks together, I realized we were getting too close for 
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comfort. [=we were getting closer than I wanted to be] 
2 Cornfort verb -forts; -fort-ed; -fort-ing [+ obf] : to cause 
(someone) to feel less worried, upset, frightened, etc. : to 
give comfort to (someone) ■ She did her best to comfort 
[= console ] the crying child. ■ Our family was comforted by 
the outpouring of support from the community. ■ We can 
comfort ourselves with the thought that the worst is over. 

— comforting adj [more mad —] ■ Knowing that I can 
rely on your help is a comforting thought. = It is comforting 
to know that I can rely on your help. — com*fort«ing*ly 
adv • a comfortingly familiar face 

COm»fort»able /'kAmfta-bal/ ad) [more most —] 

1 a : not causing any physically unpleasant feelings : pro¬ 
ducing physical comfort • a comfortable chair/bed ■ a com¬ 
fortable home ■ comfortable clothes ■ a comfortable tempera¬ 
ture • These shoes aren’t very comfortable for walking. ■ I 
can’t seem to find a comfortable position in this chair, b not 
used before a noun : not having any physically unpleasant 
feelings : experiencing physical comfort • Are you comfort¬ 
able enough in that chair? ■ The nurse turned the patient on 
his side and asked him if he was comfortable. ■ I was just get¬ 
ting comfortable when the phone rang. 

2 a : allowing you to be relaxed : causing no worries, diffi¬ 
culty, or uncertainty ■ a comfortable routine ■ They stayed at 
a comfortable distance from the crowd. ■ She walked along at 
a comfortable [=easy] pace. ■ The team has a comfortable 6-0 
lead. [=a large lead that makes a victory seem certain] ■ It 
was a comfortable victory. [=an easy victory that was never 
in doubt] b : feeling relaxed and happy : not worried or 
troubled ■ He is most comfortable working outdoors. [=work- 
ing outdoors suits him best] — often + with • I’m not very 
comfortable with the idea of flying. ■ I felt comfortable with 
her as soon as I met her. [=it was easy to talk and do things 
together] 

3 : having or providing enough money for everything you 
need to live well ■ He has a comfortable job/income. ■ She 
makes a comfortable living as a journalist. ■ They enjoy a 
comfortable lifestyle. 

— convfort-ably /'kAmfterbli/ adv ■ The suit fits comfort¬ 
ably. • Is everyone seated comfortably ? ■ They have enough 
money to live comfortably. = They are comfortably off. 

COm*fort*er /'kAmf 9ta/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : someone who helps you to feel less worried, upset, fright¬ 
ened, etc. : someone who comforts you ■ He was her long¬ 
time confidant and comforter. 

2 US : a thick bed covering that is filled with a soft light ma¬ 
terial (such as feathers) ■ a down comforter — see picture at 
BED 

comfort food noun,pi ~ foods : food that is satisfying be¬ 
cause it is prepared in a simple or traditional way and re¬ 
minds you of home, family, or friends [count] Pot roast and 
fried chicken are my favorite comfort foods, [noncount] a 
restaurant that serves comfort food 
comfort zone noun, pi ~ zones [count] : a place, situa¬ 
tion, or level where someone feels confident and comfort¬ 
able ■ He pushes the players to perform beyond their comfort 
zone. ■ I need to expand my comfort zone and try new things, 
com-fy /'kAmfi/ adj -fi»er; -est [also more most ~] infor¬ 
mal : physically comfortable ■ a big, comfy armchair ■ Is ev¬ 
erybody comfy ? 

1 COm»ic /*ka:nuk/ adj 

1 : of or relating to a comedy • a comic actor/writer 

2 : causing laughter or amusement ■ a comic monologue ■ 
The drama has some comic moments. ■ His comic timing is 
impeccable. ■ The scene was included for comic effect. 

2 COmic noun, pi -ics 

1 [count] : a person who performs in front of an audience 
and makes people laugh by telling jokes or funny stories or 
by acting in a funny way : comedian • a talented comic 

2 US a [count] : comic strip — sometimes used before an¬ 
other noun • the comic section of the newspaper b the 
comics : the comic strips in a newspaper : the part of a 
newspaper that has comic strips ■ Did you read the comics 
[-the funnies] today? 

3 [count] chiefly Brit : comic book 

COm-i'Cal /'kcumikal/ adj [more most ~]: causing laugh¬ 
ter especially by being unusual or unexpected ■ a comical 
performance ■ I must have looked comical in that big hat. ■ 
The way they argue is almost comical. ■ There’s nothing com¬ 
ical [-funny] about someone getting hurt. 

— comd-cal-ly adv ■ comically inappropriate remarks 
comic book noun, pi ~ books [count] : a magazine that is 


made up of a series of comic strips — often used as comic¬ 
book before another noun ■ comic-book heroes 
comic Strip noun, pi ~ strips [count] : a series of cartoon 
drawings that tell a story or part of a story 


comic strip 

1 COm«ing /'kAmio/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : happening soon or next ■ The company has many plans 
for the coming year. ■ An official announcement will be 
made in the coming days. 

2 : becoming more important or popular ■ new technology 
that’s considered the coming [=up-and-coming] thing/trend 
in the industry 

coming attraction see ati-raction 

2 COming noun, pi -ings [count] : the time when something 
begins — usually singular ■ We eagerly awaited the coming 
[=5 arrival] of spring. — see also second coming 
comings and goings : the activity of people arriving at and 
leaving a place ■ He sat in the cafe watching the comings 
and goings of the customers. 

Coming—of—age noun [noncount] : the time when a person 
becomes an adult • The film is about a young man’s coming- 
of-age. — often used figuratively ■ The album marked her 
coming-of-age as a singer. [=the album showed that she had 
developed her talents fully as a singer] — see also come of 
age at ’age 

COm*ma /'kcuma/ noun, pi -mas [count] : a punctuation 
mark , that is used to separate words or groups of words in a 
sentence 

1 Com^Tjand /ka'miend/ verb -mands; -mand-ed, -mand- 

ing 

1 : to give (someone) an order : to tell (someone) to do 
something in a forceful and often official way [+ obf] She 
commanded us to leave. ■ Military leaders commanded the 
troops to open fire. ■ She commanded that work on the 
bridge cease immediately, [no obf] We had no choice but to 
do as they commanded. 

2 [+ obf] : to have authority and control over (a group of 
people, such as soldiers) ■ He commands a platoon of 60. 

3 [+ obf] a : to deserve or be able to get or receive (some¬ 
thing) ■ She has a reputation that commands attention/re¬ 
spect. [=people give her respect/attention because of her rep¬ 
utation] ■ With his skills and experience, he can command a 
high salary, b : to have and be able to use or control (some¬ 
thing) ■ The company commands much power and influence 
in the business world. ■ They command many resources. 

4 [+ obf] formal: to be in a place in which you can clearly see 
(something) ■ Their house is on a hill that commands an ex¬ 
cellent view of the valley. 

Command noun, pi -mands 

1 : an order given to a person or animal to do something 
[count] We are expected to obey his commands. ■ She shout¬ 
ed out commands to the crew. ■ Begin on/at my command. ■ 
We started to teach the dog simple commands like “sit” and 
“lie down.” ■ The dog will only attack on my command. 
[=will only attack when I tell it to] [noncount] The soldiers 
marched on command. [=they marched when they were or¬ 
dered to march] — see also your wish is my command at 
2 wish 

2 [count] : an instruction in the form of a code or signal that 
tells a computer to do something ■ You can perform several 
actions with keyboard commands. ■ The system recognizes 
voice commands. 

3 [noncount] a : the power that someone (such as a military 
officer) has to give orders and to control a group of people ■ 
He was relieved of his command after being charged with 
misconduct. ■ He has command of 100 troops. = He has 100 
troops under his command. • Who is the officer in command 
of the unit? — see also chain of command synonyms see 
'power b : control of something (such as a situation, ac¬ 
tivity, or feeling) ■ I assumed command of the business after 
my father’s death. ■ He immediately took command of the 
situation. • She seems to be in (full) command of the situa¬ 
tion. [=she seems to have complete control of the situation] ■ 
He finally felt in command of his life. ■ She stayed in com- 





321 


commandant • comment 


mand of herself [=she did not lose control of her emotions] 
during the trial. 

4 [singular] : knowledge and skill that allows you to do or 
use something well — + of • She has a good command of 
French. [=she speaks French well] ■ His command of the pi¬ 
ano is impressive. 

5 [count] : a group of people or an area that is under the con¬ 
trol of a military officer ■ He is an officer in the Middle East 
command. ■ He quickly earned the respect of his command. 

6 [count] : a group of military officers of high rank who give 
orders ■ The order came down from Naval Command. — see 
also HIGH COMMAND, SECOND-IN-COMMAND 

at your command : available for your use ■ They used every 
resource at their command. [=at their disposal] • If you need 
anything, please ask me. I am at your command. [=1 am 
available to help you at any time] 
com-man-dant / l ka:m3n,da:nt, Brit ikoman'dsent/ noun, 
pi -dafits [count] : an officer who is in charge of a group of 
soldiers in the military 

com-mari'deer /ikaiman'di?/ verb -deers; -deered; 
-deer-ing [+ obj]formal : to take (something, such as a vehi¬ 
cle or building) by force especially for military purposes ■ 
The soldiers commandeered civilian vehicles to help trans¬ 
port the injured. 

COm-mand-er /kg'msend &/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who is in charge of a group of people ■ the pla¬ 
toon/battalion commander • the city's police commander — 
often used as a title • Commander John/Jane Smith 

2 ; an officer of high rank in the U.S. Navy, the U.S. Coast 
Guard, or the British Royal Navy 

commander in chief noun, pi commanders in chief 
[count] : a person who is in charge of all the armed forces of 
an entire country ■ The President exercised his power as 
commander in chief to deploy forces in the region, 
convmand-ing /ka'maendir)/ adj 

1 [more most ~]: having a powerful or important quality 
that attracts attention, respect, etc. ■ He is a commanding fig¬ 
ure in American literature. [=he is an important and respect¬ 
ed figure in American literature] ■ He has a very command¬ 
ing voice/manner. ■ He has a commanding presence when he 
speaks. [=he attracts attention when he speaks] 

2 always used before a noun [more most ~] : very likely to 
result in victory in a race, competition, etc. • She holds a 
commanding lead in the polls. ■ Our team was in a command¬ 
ing position as the game neared its end. 

3 always used before a noun : allowing you to see an area 
very well ■ The castle is in a commanding position at the top 
of the hill. • The hill provides a commanding view of the sur¬ 
rounding countryside. 

commanding officer noun, pi ~ -cers [count] : an offi¬ 
cer who is in charge of a group of people in the military or of 
a military camp or base ■ He reported the incident to his 
commanding officer. 

com*mand-ment /ka'msendmant/ noun, pi -ments 
[count] : an important rule given by God that tells people 
how to behave ■ a commandment from God ■ the Ten Com¬ 
mandments in the Bible ■ the First Commandment 
com-man-do /ka'maendou/ noun, pi -dos or -does 
[count] : a soldier who is trained to carry out surprise attacks 
on an enemy ■ an army commando — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ a commando raid/force 
command performance noun, pi ~ -mances [count] 
: a special performance of a concert, play, etc., that is done 
at the request of an important person (such as a king) 
COm-mem-O'rate /ka'incma^eit/ verb -rates; -rat-ed; 
-rat-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to exist or be done in order to remind people of (an im¬ 
portant event or person from the past) • The festival com¬ 
memorates the town’s founding. ■ The plaque commemorates 
the battle that took place here 200 years ago. 

2 : to do something special in order to remember and honor 
(an important event or person from the past) • Each year on 
this date we commemorate our ancestors with a special cere¬ 
mony. ■ All of the director’s films will be shown to commem¬ 
orate [-observe] the 50th anniversary of his death. 

com-mem-o-ra-tion /ka^cma'reijan/ noun, pi -tions 
: something (such as a special ceremony) that is intended to 
honor an important event or person from the past [count] 
Several well-known celebrities attended the commemora¬ 
tion. [noncount] A service was held in commemoration of 
the battle. [=was held to commemorate the battle] 
com-mem-o-ra-tive /ka'mcmrativ/ adj : intended to hon¬ 


or an important event or person from the past ■ a commemo¬ 
rative postage stamp • a commemorative ceremony 
com-mence /ka'mcns/ verb -menoes; -menced; 
-menc-ing formal : to begin [no obf] The festivities will 
commence with a parade. ■ Their contract commences in Jan¬ 
uary. ■ They commenced to argue. = They commenced argu¬ 
ing. [+ obj] The court commenced criminal proceedings. ■ 
The country has commenced preparations for war. 
com-mence-ment /ka'mensmant/ noun, pi -ments for¬ 
mal 

1 [noncount ]: the time when something begins : beginning 

— usually + of • They awaited the commencement of the tri¬ 
al. ■ It’s the first attempt at peace since the commencement 
[=start] of hostilities. 

2 US : a ceremony during which degrees or diplomas are 
given to students who have graduated from a school or col¬ 
lege [noncount] the week before commencement [= gradua¬ 
tion] [count] A poet will speak at the commencement. — of¬ 
ten used before another noun • a commencement speech/ 
address/ceremony ■ commencement exercises 

COlTMTiend /ka'mcnd/ verb -mends; -mend*ed; -mend¬ 
ing [+ obj]formal 

1 : to praise (someone or something) in a serious and often 
public way ■ He commended her honesty. ■ His poetry is 
highly commended by other writers. — often +for ■ He com¬ 
mended her for her honesty. ■ They should be commended 
for their bravery. 

2 : to mention (someone or something) as deserving atten¬ 
tion or approval : recommend ■ I commend this book to 
anyone interested in learning more about American history. 
■ Their theory has much to commend It [=there are many 
good things about it] ■ His ideas are not likely to commend 
themselves to most voters. [=most voters will not like and 
approve of his ideas] 

COm*mend*able /ka'mcndabgl/ adj [more most ~] for¬ 

mal : deserving praise and approval ■ a commendable effort ■ 
Your honesty is commendable. 

— com-mend-ably /ka'mcndabli/ adv • He did a commend- 
ably thorough job. 

com-men-da-tion Akaiman'deijan/ noun, pi -tions for¬ 
mal 

1 [noncount] : the act of praising or approving of someone or 
something ■ words of commendation [= approval, praise] • 
Their hard work deserves commendation. 

2 [count] : something (such as an official letter) that praises 
someone publicly ■ The President issued a commendation 
praising the volunteers for their exceptional work during the 
relief effort. — often + for ■ He was awarded a commenda¬ 
tion for bravery. 

COm*men*SU-rate /ka'mcnsaret/ adj, formal : equal or 
similar to something in size, amount, or degree • The in¬ 
crease in demand caused a commensurate [= proportionate ] 
increase in prices. ■ Her new position came with a commen¬ 
surate level of responsibility. — often + with • The punish¬ 
ment should be commensurate with the offense. 

— com»men*su*rate*ly adv ■ a luxury hotel with commen- 
surately high prices 

1 COm»ment /'ka^ment/ noun, pi -ments 

1 a : a spoken or written statement that expresses an opin¬ 
ion about someone or something [count] The most frequent 
comment was that the service was slow. ■ 1 find your com¬ 
ments offensive. ■ I’d like to begin with a few general com¬ 
ments. • We have no further comments. [=we have nothing 
more to say] ■ Comments or suggestions can be sent to our 
main Web address. ■ She heard him making rude comments 
[=remarks] about the neighbors. ■ We haven’t gotten any 
comments on/about the new design. ■ I’d appreciate your 
comments on this issue. ■ We've received positive comments 
from many of our readers, [noncount] She couldn’t be 
reached for comment. ■ We let the remark pass without com¬ 
ment. [=we did not respond to the remark] The phrase no 
comment is used to tell someone (such as a reporter) that 
you do not wish to answer a question. ■ “Did you know the 
defendant well?” " No comment." synonyms see ’remark 
b [count] : a written note that explains or discusses the 
meaning of something (such as a piece of writing) ■ The new 
edition includes the translator’s comments. 

2 [noncount] : spoken or written discussion about something 
(such as an event in the news) ■ The radio program offers 
news and comment. • The trial drew widespread comment. 

3 [count] : something that shows or makes a statement about 
the true state or condition of something — usually singular; 
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+ on ■ Their case is a sad comment [= commentary ] on the cur¬ 
rent state of the justice system. ■ She sees the film as a com¬ 
ment on modem values. 

2 COmment verb -merits; -ment«ed; -ment-fng : to make a 
statement about someone or something : to make a com¬ 
ment [no obj\ When asked about his involvement in the 
scandal, he refused/declined to comment. — usually + on ■ 
Several people have commented on my new dress. • He de¬ 
clined to comment on the matter. [+ obj] She commented 
that the service seemed slow. ■ “The service seems slow to¬ 
day,” she commented. [=remarked\ 
com-men-tary /'kaimsn^eri, Brit 'komantri/ noun, pi -tar- 
ies 

1 : spoken or written discussion in which people express 
opinions about someone or something [ noncount ] The tele¬ 
vision show features political commentary by well-known 
journalists. ■ The magazine includes humor and social com¬ 
mentary. [count] The book is a commentary on her experi¬ 
ences abroad. • I like listening to his social commentaries. 

2 : a spoken description of an event (such as a sports con¬ 
test) as it is happening [noncount] He provided commentary 
during the game, [count] The major television stations pro¬ 
vided running commentaries on the election results. 

3 [count] : something that shows or makes a statement about 
the true state or condition of something — usually singular; 
+ on ■ The students’ poor performance on the tests is a sad 
commentary [=comment] on the current state of education in 
this country. 

COm*men»tate /'ka:m3n,teit/ verb -tates; -tat*ed; -fat¬ 
ing [no obj] : to provide a description on a radio or television 
program of an event (such as a sports contest) as it is hap¬ 
pening ■ He will be commentating on tomorrow night's game, 
com-meri'ta-tor /'kaiman^eita-/ noun, pi -tors [count] 

1 ; a person who discusses important people and events on 
television, in newspapers, etc. ■ a political commentator ■ so¬ 
cial commentators 

2 : a person who provides a description on a radio or televi¬ 
sion program of an event (such as a sports contest) as it is 
happening ■ a sports commentator • ( US) a color commenta¬ 
tor [=a person whose job is to make interesting comments on 
a radio or television broadcast about the things that are hap¬ 
pening in a sports contest] 

COm*merce /'kcr.mavs/ noun [noncount] : activities that re¬ 
late to the buying and selling of goods and services ■ inter¬ 
state commerce [=trade] ■ major centers of commerce ■ He 
was the Secretary of Commerce under the last President. 

— see also chamber of commerce 
1 convmer-cial /kawjw adj 

1 : related to or used in the buying and selling of goods and 
services ■ commercial property/regulations/vehicles ■ a com¬ 
mercial airliner ■ The city wanted to encourage commercial 
rather than residential development along the river. [=the 
city wanted businesses rather than apartments or houses to 
be built along the river] ■ a commercial and industrial city [=a 
city with many businesses and factories] 

2 [more most ~] a : concerned with earning money ■ 
Their music is too commercial. ■ commercial artists b al¬ 
ways used before a noun : relating to or based on the amount 
of profit that something earns ■ The play was a commercial 
success but an artistic failure. [=the play earned a lot of mon¬ 
ey but did not show artistic skill] 

3 always used before a noun : paid for by advertisers ■ com¬ 
mercial television/broadcasting ■ The average American sees 
and hears thousands of commercial messages each day. 

— com*mer*ciaMy adv • He produced several commercial¬ 
ly successful films. • commercially available software ■ The 
album did well commercially. [=the album earned a lot of 
money; many people bought the album] 

Commercial noun, pi -cials [count] : an advertisement on 
radio or television ■ a commercial for a new kind of soap • 
We’ll be back after the commercial break. [=the time when 
advertisements are broadcast during a radio or television 
program] 

com-mer-cial-ism /ka'maTsihzam/ noun [noncount] dis¬ 
approving ; the attitude or actions of people who are influ¬ 
enced too strongly by the desire to earn money or buy goods 
rather than by other values ■ the commercialism of modem 
society ■ the increasing commercialism of the Christmas hol¬ 
iday 

com-mer-cial-ize also Brit com*mer*ciaMse /ka- 
verb -iz.es; -ized; -iz*ing [+ obj] 

1 disapproving : to use (something) as an opportunity to earn 


money — usually used as (be) commercialized ■ She hates to 
see Christmas commercialized. ■ The beach resort has been 
commercialized and has none of its original charm. 

2 business : to make (something) available to customers ■ 
The company hopes to commercialize the drug next year. 

— com-mer-cial-i-za-tion also Brit com*mer*ciaM*sa- 
tlon /ka^a-jab'zeijan, Brit ka,ma:J'a,lai , zeiJ'3n/ noun 
[noncount] • the commercialization of Christmas 

com-mie or Com*mie /'ka:mi/ noun, pi -mies [count] 
chiefly US, informal + disapproving : communist 
com-min-gle /ka'miggal/ verb -mirvgles: -min-gled; 
-min-gling/owia/: to join or mix together : combine [no 
obj] Fact and fiction commingle in the story. [+ obj] He com¬ 
mingled his personal funds with money from the business. — 
often used as (be) commingled ■ Fact and fiction are commin¬ 
gled in the story. 

— commingling noun [noncount] • the commingling of fact 
and fiction 

COm-miS'enate /ka'miza^eit/ verb -ates; -at«ed; -at-ing 

[no obj] formal : to express sadness or sympathy for someone 
who has experienced something unpleasant ■ Friends called 
to commiserate [=;sympathize ] when they heard that he had to 
cancel the trip. ■ The players commiserated over/about their 
loss in the championship game. — often + with • The players 
commiserated with each other. 

— com-mis-er*a*tion /ka^iza'reijan/ noun, pi -tions 
[noncount] Friends offered words of commiseration, [plu¬ 
ral] It’s still not clear whether congratulations or commis¬ 
erations are in order. 

com-mis-sary /'ka:m3,seri, Brit 'komasri/ noun, pi -sar- 
ies [count] US : a store that sells food and basic household 
supplies on a military base or in a prison 
1 COm«miS*Sion /ka'mijan/ noun, pi -sions 

1 [count] : a group of people who have been given the offi¬ 
cial job of finding information about something or control¬ 
ling something : committee ■ She served on the city’s water 
commission. ■ the Federal Elections Commission • Both 
states set up commissions to examine their public schools. 

2 : an amount of money paid to an employee for selling 
something [count] She gets a commission for each car she 
sells, [noncount] She sells cars on commission. [=she re¬ 
ceives an amount of money for each car that she sells] ■ The 
salespeople in that store all work on commission. 

3 [noncount] formal : the act of committing a crime ■ a weap¬ 
on used in the commission of a crime 

4 : a request or order for someone to do something for mon¬ 
ey [count] He received a commission from the king to paint 
the queen's portrait, [noncount] an artist working on com¬ 
mission [=an artist doing work that has been specifically re¬ 
quested or ordered] 

5 [count] : a position of high rank in the military ■ He re¬ 
ceived his commission in the Army as a colonel. 

in commission or into commission : able to function 
properly : ready for use ■ The Internet connection is back 
in commission. (=is working again] 
out of commission : not able to function properly ■ The el¬ 
evator/doorbell was out of commission. [= broken, out of or¬ 
der] — often used figuratively ■ He was out of commission 
[=unable to work, travel, etc.] for three days with the flu. 
Commission verb -sions; -sioned; -sion-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to order or request (something) to be made or done ■ A 
portrait of the queen was commissioned. ■ The magazine 
commissioned a story about the world’s best beaches. ■ The 
report on poverty was commissioned by the governor, b 
: to order or request (someone) to make or do something ■ 
The king commissioned the artist to paint his portrait. 

2 : to make (someone) an officer in the military • She was 
commissioned in the Navy as a captain. 

3 : to make (a ship) officially active and ready for use ■ The 
ship was commissioned in 2004. — opposite decommission 

— commissioned adj • The ship remained a commissioned 
ship for more than 30 years. [=the ship was officially in use 
for more than 30 years] ■ a commissioned officer [=a mili¬ 
tary officer of high rank; an officer whose rank is higher 
than sergeant] 

com-mis-sion-aire /ka^ifa'nea’/ noun, pi -aires [count] 
chiefly Brit, old-fashioned : doorman 
CO m-mis*Sion-er /ka'mijana 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a member of a commission ; one of a group of people 
who have been given the official job of finding information 
about something or controlling something ■ the city’s library 
commissioners 
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2 : ail official who is in charge of a government department 
or part of a government department ■ the mental health com¬ 
missioner ■ the police commissioner 

3 US : an official who is in charge of a major professional 
sport (such as baseball, football, or hockey) ■ The baseball 
commissioner decided to suspend the players for 10 games. 

COm»mit /ka'mit/ verb -mits; -mlt-ted; -mit-ting 

1 [+ obj \: to do (something that is illegal or harmful) ■ com¬ 
mit [=perpetrate ] a crime ■ commit suicide/murder/rape/ 
adultery • The massacre was committed by the rebel army. 

2 [+ obj\ : to decide to use (a person, money, etc.) for some 
particular purpose or use — often + to or for ■ The army 
committed two divisions to the battle. • The city committed 
millions of dollars for the housing project. 

3 : to say that (someone or something) will definitely do 
something : to make (someone or something) obligated to 
do something [+ obj\ I’ve committed myself to a meeting on 
Thursday. = I’m committed to a meeting on Thursday. [=1 
have said that I will definitely go to a meeting on Thursday] ■ 
The contract commits the company to finishing the bridge 
by next fall. ■ He keeps delaying his decision because he 
doesn’t want to commit himself, [no obj\ Many companies 
are reluctant to commit to the new technology. [=to say that 
they will definitely use it] • They have not yet committed to a 
particular course of action. 

4 : to decide to give your love, support, or effort to someone 
or something in a serious or permanent way [no obj ] My 
girlfriend just can’t seem to commit ! [+ obj\ He won’t com¬ 
mit himself to a long-term relationship. ■ Many local officials 
have not yet committed themselves to a presidential candi¬ 
date. ■ They are committing themselves to the pursuit of 
truth. 

5 [+ obj \: to cause (someone) to be put in a prison or a men¬ 
tal hospital — usually used as (be) committed ■ She was com¬ 
mitted to a state mental hospital. 

6 [+ obj\ Brit, law : to order (someone) to be tried in a court 
of law ■ The magistrate committed him to stand trial at the 
Bristol Crown Court. 

commit (something) to memory : to learn (something) so 
that you remember it perfectly : to memorize (something) 
■ I committed the poem to memory, 
commit (something) to paper/wrltlng : to write (some¬ 
thing) down ■ She committed her thoughts to writing. 
com-mlt-ment /ka'mitmant/ noun, pi -merits 
1 [count] : a promise to do or give something ■ We've got 
commitments from several charities to donate food and 
clothing. ■ the government’s commitment of troops to the re¬ 
gion ■ I can’t coach my daughter’s basketball team. I have 
too many commitments already. [=1 have too many things 
that I have promised to do] • It’s been a struggle to balance 
my professional and family commitments. [=to do both what 

1 have promised to do for my job and what I have promised 
to do for my family] ■ The church has a commitment to help¬ 
ing the poor. ■ Getting a dog is a big commitment ^some¬ 
thing that requires you to do a loti • Opening your own busi¬ 
ness requires a significant financial commitment [=it 
requires you to spend a lot of money over a long time] 

2 : a promise to be loyal to someone or something [count] 
— usually + to • She isn’t ready to make a lifelong commit¬ 
ment to another person. ■ Are you willing to make a commit¬ 
ment to our cause? ■ He questions the company’s commit¬ 
ment to safety, [noncount] He’s afraid of commitment. [=he’s 
afraid of committing himself to a serious relationship with 
one person] 

3 [noncount] : the attitude of someone who works very hard 
to do or support something ■ Some of his teammates said he 
showed a lack of commitment (to the team). ■ The boss no¬ 
ticed her strong commitment to her work. ■ No one doubts 
your commitment to the cause. 

com-mit-tal /ka'mit]/ noun, pi -tals [count] 

1 formal: the act of burying someone’s body in a grave ■ a 
funeral service, followed by committal in the family plot » a 
private committal service = a private service of committal 

2 chiefly Brit, law : the act or process of ordering someone to 
be put in a prison or a mental hospital ■ She argued against 
the committal of the defendant to a mental hospital. ■ com¬ 
mittal proceedings 

Committed adj [more most ~]: willing to give your time, 
energy, etc., to something : loyal, dedicated ■ We’re very 
committed to the cause. ■ a committed environmentalist ■ 
committed [-faithful] Christians ■ I’m not married but I’m in 
a committed relationship. [=I'm in a serious and lasting ro¬ 
mantic relationship with someone] 


COm»miMee /ka'miti/ noun, pi -tees : a group of people 
who are chosen to do a particular job or to make decisions 
about something [count] the Senate Judiciary Committee • 
the Olympic Committee • We’re waiting for recommenda¬ 
tions from the advisory/ethics committee. • a planning/con¬ 
gressional/legislative committee [noncount] management by 
committee ■ The bill has been referred back to committee. 

— see also school committee, subcommittee 
com-mode /ka'moud/ noun, pi -modes [count] 

1 : a low piece of furniture with drawers or sometimes a 
door and shelves 

2 a : a chair with a hole in the seat and a pot underneath 
that is used as a toilet b US : toilet ■ There are towels in 
the cabinet above the commode. 

com-mod-i-fy /k3'ma:d3,fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy»ing [+ 
obj] disapproving : to treat (something that cannot be owned 
or that everyone has a right to) like a product that can be 
bought and sold ■ Do we really want to commodify our water 
supply? • I feel like our culture is being commodified. 

— com-mod-i-fi-ca-tion /ka'maidafa'kei/an/ noun [non¬ 
count] — commodified adj ■ our increasingly commodi¬ 
fied culture 

COm-mO-di*OUS /ka'moudijas/ adj [more —; most ~] for¬ 
mal : having a lot of space • a commodious apartment/room/ 
house 

COm-mod-i*ty /ka'maidati I noun, pi -ties [count] 

1 : something that is bought and sold ■ agricultural commod¬ 
ities like grain and com • Oil is a commodity in high demand. 
■ commodity prices 

2 : something or someone that is useful or valued ■ Patience 
is a rare commodity. • an actor who is a hot commodity 
[=who is very popular] in Hollywood right now 

com-mo-dore / l ka:md l do9/ noun, pi -dores [count] 

1 : a high-ranking officer in the navy 

2 : the person who is in charge of a yachting or boating club 
1 convmon /'kaiman/ adj 

1 : belonging to or shared by two or more people or groups ■ 
They have a common ancestor. • The people on the island 
have a sense of common identity. • a common goal/interest ■ 
The pool at the condominiums is common property. [=the 
pool is owned by all of the condominium owners] ■ The orga¬ 
nization works for the common good. [=the public good; the 
advantage of everyone] ■ He was chosen as the leader by 
common consent [=everyone agreed that he should be the 
leader] — see also common ground, common knowledge 
at knowledge 

2 commoner; -est [or more most ~] a : done by many 
people ■ It is common practice for one town’s fire depart¬ 
ment to help another town when there is a big fire. ■ a com¬ 
mon spelling mistake b : occurring or appearing frequently 
: not rare ■ a common [= widespread] disease ■ Buffalo were 
once a common [^familiar] sight on the American plains. • 
Electric windows are a common feature in new cars. • 
“Smith" is a common name. ■ The problem is common to lap¬ 
top computers. = It’s common for laptop computers to have 
this problem. ■ I think some of the most common flowers are 
also some of the prettiest. 

3 : of a type that is regularly seen and not considered special 
or unique ■ the common housefly • cures for the common 
cold 

4 a : without special rank or status ■ a common soldier ■ 
You’re nothing but a common [= ordinary ] thief! b : not 
having power, wealth, or high status ■ My parents were com¬ 
mon [- ordinary, regular] folk. ■ the common people ■ the 
common man — see also common sense 

5 : expected from polite and decent people ■ He didn’t even 
have the common decency to apologize. • It is common cour¬ 
tesy to say “thank you.” 

6 commoner; -est [or more most ~] Brit, old-fashioned + 
disapproving : of or belonging to a low social class ■ His man¬ 
ners are very common. - She thought him common and uned¬ 
ucated. 

common-or-garden chiefly Brit, informal : not unusual 
: garden-variety ■ This is not just your common-or- 
garden nightclub. 

— com-mon-ly adv [more most ~] ■ He is commonly be¬ 
lieved to be the discoverer of electricity. ■ a medicine com¬ 
monly used to treat the flu ■ commonly held beliefs/notions 
■ The kangaroo is commonly associated with Australia. 
— com*mon«ne8S /'kaimannas/ noun [noncount] ■ The 
team showed a commonness of purpose. ■ the commonness 
of the name “Smith” 
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2 common noun, pi -mons 

1 [count] : a public area or park usually in the center of a 
town or city ■ the town common ■ Boston Common 

2 commons US : a place where meals are served at a school, 
college, etc. [singular] a dining commons [plural] The cam¬ 
pus has several dining commons. 

3 the Commons : house of commons 

in common : shared together ■ Intersecting lines have one 
point in common. People who have something in com¬ 
mon share interests, beliefs, attitudes, opinions, etc. ■ We 
have a lot (of things) in common (with each other). ■ You’re 
a musician too7 I guess we have a lot in common. ■ She’s 
very nice, but we have nothing In common. Things that 
have something in common share features or characteris¬ 
tics. ■ The cameras have/share some basic features in com¬ 
mon. ■ The two cultures have a lot in common (with each 
other). ■ The film has more in common with the director’s 
earlier works than with his most recent projects. ■ {formal) 
The town. In common with [-like] others in the region, de¬ 
pends on the tourism industry, 
com-mon-al-i-ty /(ka.mg'melati/ noun, pi -ties formal 

1 [noncount] : the fact of sharing features or qualities ■ com¬ 
monality of origin 

2 [count] : a shared feature or quality ■ commonalities among 
the various religions [=features or qualities that the religions 
have in common] ■ The plans share important commonali¬ 
ties. ■ We have/share a commonality of purpose. [=our pur¬ 
pose is the same] 

common denominator noun, pi - -tors [count] 

1 mathematics : a number that can be divided by each of the 
denominators of a group of fractions ■ 36 is a common de¬ 
nominator of % and Vi. 

2 : something (such as a feature or quality) that is shared by 
all the members of a group of people or things • Drugs seem 
to be the common denominator in these crimes. — see also 
LOWEST COMMON DENOMINATOR 

com-mon-er /■kaimana 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a person 
who is not a member of the nobility ■ a prince who married a 
commoner 

Common Era noun [noncount ] : Christian era 
Common ground noun [noncount] : something that peo¬ 
ple agree about even if they disagree about other things ■ 
Hunters and environmentalists found common ground in 
their opposition to the new law. 

Common law noun [noncount] : the laws that developed 
from English court decisions and customs and that form the 
basis of laws in the U.S. 

com• mon—law /'karman^a:/ adj, always used before a 
noun — used to describe a relationship between a man and a 
woman that is considered to be a marriage because the man 
and woman have lived together for a long period of time ■ a 
common-law marriage • his common-law wife ■ her common- 
law husband 

common market noun, pi ~ -kets [count] : a group of 
countries that allows free trade among its members 
common noun noun, pi ~ nouns [count] : a word (such 
as “singer,” “ocean,” or “car”) that refers to a person, place, 
or thing but that is not the name of a particular person, 
place, or thing — compare proper noun 
1 COm*mon>place /'karman^leis/ adj [more most ~] 
: happening or appearing in many places and not unusual 
: very common or ordinary ■ Drug use has become common¬ 
place at rock concerts. ■ He photographed commonplace ob¬ 
jects like lamps and bowls. ■ Much of her writing was com¬ 
monplace [= unoriginal, unremarkable] and boring. 

2 COmmonplace noun,pi -plaoes [count] formal 

1 : an idea, expression, remark, etc., that is not new or inter¬ 
esting ■ It is a commonplace that we only use a small part of 
our brain’s capacity. 

2 : something that happens or appears in many places and is 
not unusual ■ We now accept cell phones and laptop com¬ 
puters as commonplaces of everyday life. 

common room noun, pi ~ rooms [count] : a room that 
may be used by all members of a group of people in a school, 
residential community, etc. 

Common sense noun [ noncount ]: the ability to think and 
behave in a reasonable way and to make good decisions ■ 
You really should go to see a doctor if your leg hurts that 
much. It’s just common sensei ■ Obey the laws and use com¬ 
mon sense when operating your boat. ■ She’s very smart but 
she doesn’t have a lot of common sense. 

— com-mon-sense adj, always used before a noun ■ He 


says there are commonsense solutions to social problems. ■ 
commonsense wisdom 

common touch noun 

the common touch : the ability of someone in a position of 
power or authority to attract the support of ordinary peo¬ 
ple ■ He is a politician with the common touch. 
com-mon-weal /'ka:m3n,wi:l/ noun [noncount] old- 
fashioned +formal : the happiness, health, and safety of all of 
the people of a community or nation ■ a President who pro¬ 
motes the commonweal [=common good] 
COm*mon*wealth /'kaimaniwelG/ noun, pi -wealths 

1 [count] : a group of countries or states that have political 
or economic connections with one another — often + of u a 
commonwealth of states 

2 a the Commonwealth : a U.S. state — used officially of 
Kentucky, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, and Virginia ■ the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky b [count] : a political unit that 
is like a U.S. state but that pays no federal taxes and has only 
a representative in Congress who does not vote — used offi¬ 
cially of Puerto Rico and of the Northern Mariana Islands 

3 the Commonwealth : the countries that were once part 
of the British Empire 

com-mo-tion /kg'mou/an/ noun : noisy excitement and 
confusion [noncount] I went outside to see what all the com¬ 
motion [=hubbub] was about, [singular] There was a sudden 
commotion when the actress entered the restaurant, 
com-mu-nal /ka'mjumj, 'kainyanj/ adj 

1 a : shared or used by members of a group or community ■ 
a communal meal/bathroom ■ The tribe lived in communal 
huts. ■ communal property b : relating to or involving 
members of a commune (sense 1) ■ a communal living ar¬ 
rangement ■ communal life • a communal farm 

2 [more most ~]: relating to a situation in which you are 
doing something with other people ■ the communal experi¬ 
ence of riding on the train ■ a communal atmosphere 

3 formal : involving people from different racial or cultural 
groups ■ communal violence 

— corrvmu-naMy adv ■ Nuns live communally. 
1 COm>mune /kg'mjuin/ verb -mimes; -muned; -mun-lng 
[no obj] formal : to communicate with someone or something 
in a very personal or spiritual way ■ commune with God ■ a 
psychic who communes with the dead — often used figura¬ 
tively ■ I like to be outside to commune with nature. [=to 
spend time experiencing and appreciating nature] 
2 COm-mune /'ka.mjuin/ noun, pi -mimes [count] 

1 : a group of people who live together and share responsi¬ 
bilities, possessions, etc. ■ He’s living in a religious commune. 
• hippie communes 

2 : the smallest division of local government in some coun¬ 
tries especially in Europe 

COm-mu-ni’Ca-ble /kg'mju.nikgbal/ adj, medical : able to 
be passed to another person ■ communicable [=infectious ] 
diseases ■ There is no evidence that the virus is communica¬ 
ble. [=contagious, catching] 

com-mu-ni-cant /ka'mjuimkgnt/ noun, pi -cants [count] 

: a person who is a member of a usually specified Christian 
church ■ He was a communicant of Holy Cross Church. 

Com«mu»ni»cate /kg'mjumg^eit/ verb -cates; -cat-ed; 
-cat-ing 

1 : to give information about (something) to someone by 
speaking, writing, moving your hands, etc. [+ obj] He was 
asked to communicate the news to the rest of the people. ■ 
His book communicates [=conveys] the harsh realities of war. 
■ She communicated her ideas to the group, [no obj] Good 
teachers communicate effectively. • She likes to communi¬ 
cate (=(more informally) keep in touch] with her sister 
through/by/via e-mail. ■ The two computers are able to com¬ 
municate directly with one another. ■ The pilot communicat¬ 
ed with the airport just before the crash. 

2 : to get someone to understand your thoughts or feelings 
[no obj] The couple has trouble communicating. ■ the chal¬ 
lenge of getting the two groups to communicate with each 
other [+ obj] We communicate a lot of information through 
body language. ■ He communicated his dissatisfaction to the 
staff. ■ If you’re excited about the product, your enthusiasm 
will communicate itself to customers. 

3 [+ obj] medical : to pass (a disease) from one person or an¬ 
imal to another ■ One monkey communicated [-transmitted, 
spread] the disease to the others. ■ The disease is communi¬ 
cated through saliva. 

4 [no obj] formal, of rooms, parts of a building, etc. : to have 
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openings to each other • The rooms communicate [=connect ] 
through a secret passage. 

— com-mu-ni-ca-tor /ka'mjuinagkeita 1 / noun, pi -tors 
[count] • The president was an effective communicator. ■ a 
good/poor communicator 

COm«mu*ni»ca«tion /ka^juina'keijan/ noun, pi -tions 
"f Inoncount] : the act or process of using words, sounds, 
signs, or behaviors to express or exchange information or to 
express your ideas, thoughts, feelings, etc., to someone else ■ 
human communication ■ nonverbal communication ■ He is 
studying insect communication. ■ Parents need to have good 
communication with their children. [=they need to be able to 
understand and be understood by their children] ■ communi¬ 
cation problems/skills • There was a breakdown in communi¬ 
cation between members of the group. • [formal) We are in 
communication by e-mail. [=we are communicating with 
each other by e-mail] ■ television and other means of mass 
communication 

2 [count] formal : a message that is given to someone : a let¬ 
ter, telephone call, etc. — usually singular ■ The captain re¬ 
ceived an important communication. 

3 communications [noncount] a : the ways of sending in¬ 
formation to people by using technology • radio/wireless/ 
electronic communications ■ Communications is a growing 
industry. ■ communications systems/technology ■ a commu¬ 
nications satellite [=a satellite that is used to send signals for 
television, radio, etc., to people around the world] b : the 
study of how information is sent to people by using technol¬ 
ogy ■ He majored in communications in college. 

COm*mU-ni*ca-tive /ka'mjuina^eitiv, ka'mju.nakativ/ 
adj,formal 

1 [more —; most ~] : willing to talk to people • He wasn’t 
very communicative. talkative ] 

2 : relating to communication ■ communicative disorders 
COm*mu*nion /ka'mjuinjan/ noun, pi -nions 

1 Communion [noncount] : a Christian ceremony in which 
bread is eaten and wine is drunk as a way of showing devo¬ 
tion to Jesus Christ ■ She went to the front of the church for 
Communion. ■ take/receive Communion • celebrate Commu¬ 
nion — called also Holy Communion, the Eucharist 

2 [noncount] formal : a close relationship with someone or 
something — usually + with • He sat alone on the mountain, 
in communion with the wilderness. 

3 [count] formal : a group of Christians who have the same 
beliefs ■ the Anglican communion [= denomination ] ■ Chris¬ 
tian communions 

COm-mu-ni-que /ka'mjuinagkei/ noun, pi -ques [count] 
formal : an official announcement about a usually very im¬ 
portant piece of news ■ The news station received a commu¬ 
nique [-bulletin] after the bombing. 

COm-mu-nism or Communism /'ka:mj3,niz3m/ noun 
[noncount] : a way of organizing a society in which the gov¬ 
ernment owns the things that are used to make and transport 
products (such as land, oil, factories, ships, etc.) and there is 
no privately owned property — compare capitalism, so¬ 
cialism 

COm-mu-nist or Communist /'kcnmjanist/ noun, pi 
-nists [count] : a person who believes in communism or is a 
member of a political party that supports communism 

— communist or Communist adj ■ communist ideology/ 
leaders ■ a communist country ■ the Communist Party 

COm-ITHI-ni-ty /ka'mjuinati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [count] : a group of people who live in the same area (such 
as\a city, town, or neighborhood) ■ a respectable member of 
the community ■ The festival was a great way for the local 
community to get together. • Many communities are facing 
budget problems. • People in the community wanted better 
police protection. ■ a rural community ■ community leaders 

2 [count] : a group of people who have the same interests, re¬ 
ligion, race, etc. • an artistic/business/medical community • 
the town’s Jewish community ■ ethnic/religious communities 
• the scientific community 

3 [count] : a group of nations — usually singular ■ the inter¬ 
national community 

4 [noncount] : a feeling of wanting to be with other people or 
of caring about the other people in a group • The school en¬ 
courages a sense/feeling of community in its students. ■ com¬ 
munity spirit 

5 [count] biology : a group of animals or plants that live in 
the same place ■ a community of bacteria 

community center ( US) or Brit community centre 

noun, pi ~ -ters [count] : a building or group of buildings 


where there are classes and activities for the people who live 
in a community 

community college noun, pi ~ -leges [count] US : a 
school that you go to after high school: a school that offers 
courses leading to an associate’s degree A community col¬ 
lege offers two years of studies similar to those in the first 
two years of a four-year college. 

Community service noun [noncount] : work that is done 
without pay to help people in a community People do 
community service because they want to or because a court 
of law has ordered them to do it as a form of punishment for 
a crime. ■ She was sentenced to 100 hours of community ser¬ 
vice. 

community theater noun, pi ~ -ters us 

1 [noncount] : the activity of acting in or producing a play in 
the theater for enjoyment and not as a job ■ She spends her 
free time acting in community theater. • He’s done school 
plays and community theater. ■ a community theater group/ 
production — called also (Brit) amateur dramatics 

2 [count] : a small theater where community theater is per¬ 
formed ■ performing at the/a local community theater 

COITl-mU-ta-tion /gkaimja'teijan/ noun, pi -tions [count] 
law : a change of a punishment to a less severe one ■ He ap¬ 
pealed for a commutation of his death sentence to life impris¬ 
onment. 

1 COm>mute /ka'mjuit /verb -mutes; -mut-ed; -mut-ing 

1 [no obj ]: to travel regularly to and from a place and espe¬ 
cially between where you live and where you work ■ He com¬ 
mutes to work every day by train. ■ She commutes 400 miles a 
week. — compare telecommute 

2 [+ obj ] law : to change (a punishment) to a less severe one ■ 
The judge commuted his death sentence to life imprison¬ 
ment. 

— com-mut-er /ka'mjuita'/ noun, pi -ers [count] • busy 
commuters on their way to work ■ a commuter train 

2 COmmute noun, pi -mutes [count] : the journey that you 
make when you travel to or from a place that you go to reg¬ 
ularly (such as the place where you work) — usually singu¬ 
lar ■ She has a long commute to work/school. ■ There is al¬ 
ways a lot of traffic on my morning commute. 

COmp /'kaimp/ noun, pi comps [count] US, informal 
: something that is given to someone (such as a customer) 
for free ■ The tickets were comps. 

— comp verb comps; comped; comp-ing [+ obj] - They 
comped us the tickets. [=they gave us the tickets for free] ■ 
Our meals were comped. 

1 COm-pact /kam'pgekt/ adj [more most ~] 

1 a : smaller than other things of the same kind • The cam¬ 
era is compact. ■ The drill has a compact design. • a compact 
car b : using little space and having parts that are close to¬ 
gether ■ the apartment’s compact floor plan • The cabin was 
compact but perfectly adequate. 

2 : closely or firmly packed or joined together ■ compact dirt 

3 of a person or animal : short but solid and strong ■ He is 
compact and muscular. • He has a compact body. 

— com-pact-ly adv ■ The crib folds compactly for traveling. 
[=the crib can be folded so that its parts are close together] 
■ a compactly built hockey player ■ compactly designed 
computers — com-pact-ness /kam'psektnas/ noun [non¬ 
count] ■ The computer offers power as well as compactness. 
[=it is both powerful and small] 

2 COm-pact /kam'psekt/ verb -pacts; -pact-ed; -pact-ing 

: to press (something) so that it is harder and fills less space 
[+ obj] Tractors had compacted [= compressed] the soil, [no 
obj] The snow had compacted into a hard icy layer. 

— com-pact-ed adj • compacted snow/soil — com-pac-tor 
also com-pact-er /kam'pakta 1 / noun, pi -tors also -ters 
[count] ■ a trash compactor [=a machine that presses trash 
together] 

3 COm-pact /'kaim.psekt/ noun, pi -pacts [count] 

1 : a small flat case containing powder or makeup for a 
woman’s face — see picture at grooming 

2 US : a small car ■ a new line of compacts [-compact cars] 

— compare subcompact 

— compare ^compact 

4 COm-pact /'kaimgpakt/ noun, pi -pacts [count] formal: an 
agreement between two or more people or groups ■ States 
created a compact to control milk prices. — compare Com¬ 
pact 

compact disc noun, pi - discs [count] : CD 
COITl-pa-dre /kam'paidrei/ noun, pi -dres [count] chiefly 
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US, informal : a close friend : buddy ■ How are you doing, 
compadrel 

com-pan-ion /kam'pjenjan/ noun, pi -ions [count] 

1 a : a person or animal you spend time with or enjoy being 
with ■ She has been my closest companion since childhood. ■ 
his longtime companion • The old dog had been her constant 
companion for over 12 years. [=had been with her most of 
the time for 12 years] — sometimes used figuratively • Pain 
was his constant companion. [=he felt pain all the time] b 
: someone you are with ■ my dinner companion [=the person 

1 was eating dinner with] ■ traveling companions 

2 a : something that is meant to be used with something else 

— often + to ■ The book is a companion to the television se¬ 
ries with the same name. ■ The book is the companion vol¬ 
ume to his previous book on jazz. ■ The table is a companion 
piece to the two chairs, b — used in the titles of books that 
give information about a particular subject ■ The Gardener’s 
Companion 

3 : a person who is paid to live with and help someone who 
is older or sick ■ We’ve hired a companion for my elderly 
mother. 

convpari'iorvable /kam'psenjanabal/ acjj [more — ; most 
~] formal + literary : friendly ■ a companionable young 
man ■ companionable laughter 

— Com-pan-ion*ably /kam'psenjanabli/ adv ■ chatting/ 
talking companionably 

com-pan-ion-ship /kam'psenjanjip/ noun [noncount] 
: the good feeling that comes from being with someone else ■ 
She missed her husband’s companionship after he died. [=she 
missed being with her husband] ■ He had only a dog for com¬ 
panionship. [=his only companion was his dog] 
com-pan-ion-way /kam'psenja^wei/ noun, pi -ways 
[count] : a stairway on a ship that connects one deck to an¬ 
other 

COm»pa«nv /'kAmpani/ noun, pi -nies 

1 [count] : a business organization that makes, buys, or sells 
goods or provides services in exchange for money ■ He runs 
his own trucking company. ■ She joined the company last 
year. ■ record/insurance/computer companies ■ The compa¬ 
ny is based in Paris. — often used before another noun ■ 
company policy/profits ■ the company director ■ company ex¬ 
ecutives/officials 

2 [noncount] : the state or condition of being with another 
person ■ I enjoy her company. [=1 enjoy being with her] ■ I 
would love for you to come over. I could really use the com¬ 
pany. [=1 really want to spend time with someone; I do not 
want to be alone] ■ I turned the radio on for company. [=so 
that I wouldn’t be lonely] ■ I felt nervous being In the compa¬ 
ny of [= around, with] such important people. ■ {chiefly Brit ) 
She arrived in company with the mayor. [=she was with the 
mayor when she arrived] ■ I’ll keep you company [=1*11 stay 
with you] while you wait for your mom. ■ He has been keep¬ 
ing company with [=associating with] a gang of known crim¬ 
inals. ■ (( chiefly Brit ) The children have no idea how to behave 
in company. [=with a group of people] ■ It’s not something 
you should talk about In polite company. [=in formal set¬ 
tings; with people you do not know well] — see also in mixed 
company at mixed 

3 [noncount] a : someone or something you spend time 
with or enjoy being with ■ He’s good company. [=he’s enjoy¬ 
able to be around] ■ I’m lousy company tonight. [=I’m not en¬ 
joyable to be around tonight; I’m in a bad mood] ■ Her dogs/ 
sisters/books/thoughts are her only company these days, b 
; the people you spend time with ■ You can tell a lot about 
people by the company they keep. ■ She’s been keeping bad 
company. [=spending time with people who are not morally 
good] If you are in good company or have plenty of com¬ 
pany, you are in the same situation or have the same prob¬ 
lem or opinion as many other people. • If you’re confused 
about the new system, you’re in good company, [mother peo¬ 
ple are also confused] ■ Do you know now what you will do 
when you retire? If not, you have plenty of company. ■ If you 
think health-care costs are out of control, you’ve got plenty 
of company. 

4 [noncount ]: guests or visitors especially at your home ■ We 
are having company for dinner. [=guests or visitors will be 
eating dinner with us at our home] ■ Are you expecting com¬ 
pany 7 

5 [count] a : a group of soldiers ■ the soldiers of Company C 
b : the officers and crew of a ship ■ the ship’s company 

6 [count ]: a group of actors, dancers, singers, etc., who per¬ 
form together ■ a theater/ballet company 


7 [noncount] : people who are not named but are part of a 
group ■ the law firm of Smith and Company • {informal) John 
and company got to the party pretty late. 
part company see 2 part 

two’s company, three’s a crowd — used to say that a third 
person is not welcome when two people (such as two lov¬ 
ers) want to be alone with each other ■ Well, I’ll leave you 
two lovebirds alone. Two’s company, three’s a crowd. 
company car noun, pi ~ cars [count] : a car that an em¬ 
ployer gives an employee to use for driving that relates to the 
employee’s work 

COm*pa-ra-ble /'ka.mparabal/ adj [more —; most ~] — 
used to say that two or more things are very similar and can 
be compared to each other ■ A comparable refrigerator to¬ 
day would cost a lot more than the one I bought 10 years 
ago. ■ The two houses are comparable in size. ■ Their salaries 
are comparable with those of other managers. ■ The school’s 
test scores were comparable [-close] to the national average. 
• The situations aren’t at all comparable, [-alike] 

— com*pa*ra*biM«ty Akcrmpara'bilati/ noun [noncount] 
— com*pa-ra-bly /'kaimparabli/ adv ■ The two cars are 
comparably equipped. [=they have similar features] 

1 COm*par*a*tive Akam'perativ/ adj, always used before a 
noun 

1 : seeming to be something when compared with others ■ 
She is a comparative [-relative] newcomer to the industry. 
[=she is not really a newcomer but is much more of a new¬ 
comer than many others] ■ We dropped anchor in the com¬ 
parative [=relative ] safety of the harbor. [=the harbor was not 
completely safe but it was safer than the area outside the 
harbor] 

2 : involving the act of looking at the ways that things are 
alike or different ■ She did a comparative study of classical 
and modem art. ■ I’m taking a class in comparative anatomy/ 
literature. ■ a comparative analysis of the roles of women in 
different cultures 

3 grammar : of or relating to the form of an adjective or ad¬ 
verb that is used to indicate more of a particular quality ■ 
The comparative form of “happy" is “happier"; the compara¬ 
tive form of “good" is "better”; the comparative form of 
“clearly" is “more clearly.’’ — compare superlative 

Comparative noun, pi -tives [count] : the comparative 
form of an adjective or adverb : the form of an adjective or 
adverb that is used to indicate more of a particular quality ■ 
‘Taller” is the comparative of “tall.” — compare superla¬ 
tive 

com-par-a-tive-ly adv : when measured or judged against 
something else : in comparison with something else ■ These 
prices are comparatively [-relatively] high. ■ a comparatively 
[-relatively] small amount -> The phrase comparatively 
speaking is used to suggest that what is being said involves a 
comparison to something else. ■ Comparatively speaking, the 
movie wasn’t bad. [=the movie was better than some other 
movie] 

1 Com«pare /kam'peg/ verb -pares; -pared; -paring 

1 [+ obf] : to say that (something) is similar to something else 
■ The poet compared [-likened] his sweetheart to a beautiful 
rose. ■ The singer’s voice has been compared to that of Elvis. 

2 [+ obj] : to look at (two or more things) closely in order to 
see what is similar or different about them or in order to de¬ 
cide which one is better ■ We each did the homework assign¬ 
ment, then compared answers. ■ I compared several bicycles 
before buying one. ■ For our assignment we must compare 
and contrast the two poets. [=say what is similar and differ¬ 
ent about them] 

3 [no obj] : to be as good or as bad as something else ; to be 
on the same level or in the same category as something else 

— usually + with or to • He says skiing is fun enough but it 
can’t compare with snowboarding. [=he says skiing is fun but 
snowboarding is better] ■ Spraining an ankle hurts but 
doesn’t compare to breaking a leg. [=breaking a leg is worse 
than spraining an ankle] 

4 [no obj] : to seem better or worse in comparison to some¬ 
thing else : to be good or bad when measured against some¬ 
thing else ■ How do the restaurants compare ? — usually + 
with or to ■ How does your new job compare to the last one? 
[=is your new job better or worse than the last one?] ■ Her 
scores compare well with those of the rest of the class. 
compare apples and/to/wlth apples : to compare things 

that are very similar ■ The article compares apples to apples, 
grouping wines of the same variety and price together. 
compare apples and/to/wlth oranges : to compare things 
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that are very different "To compare large trucks with com¬ 
pact cars is to compare apples with oranges, 
compared to or compared with : in relation to (something 
else) : measured or judged against (something else) ■ I’m a 
slob compared to my roommate. ■ This rain is nothing com¬ 
pared to what we got yesterday. [=yesterday’s rain was 
worse than today’s rain] ■ Today’s quiz was easy compared 
with the last one. 

compare notes : to talk to someone about something that 
you and that person have each done, experienced, etc. ■ 
The parents compared notes on raising children. ■ I phoned 
a coworker after the meeting to compare notes. 
2 compare noun 

beyond compare also without compare: better or greater 
than any other : having no equal ■ The singer’s voice is be¬ 
yond compare. ■ beauty beyond compare 
COm«par*i«SOn /kam'perasan/ noun, pi -sons 

1 : the act of looking at things to see how they are similar or 
different [count] a comparison of the data from the two 
studies [noncount] a wine that stands/bears comparison 
with [=it is as good as] wines that are much more expensive 

2 : the act of suggesting that two or more things are similar 
or in the same category [count] the comparison of monkeys 
to humans ■ I don’t think comparisons of her situation and/ 
with mine are appropriate, [noncount] His poetry evokes/in¬ 
vites comparison with [=it is similar to] the work of Robert 
Frost. 

by/in comparison : when compared with another : when 
looked at or thought about in relation to someone or 
something else ■ Yesterday’s weather was very cold. To¬ 
day’s weather is mild by comparison. — often + with • He's 
a well-behaved child in comparison with his brother. 
draw a comparison or draw comparisons : to say that 
two or more things or people are similar ■ The brochure 
draws a comparison between the hotel and a medieval pal¬ 
ace. ■ The writer draws unflattering comparisons between 
the mayor and a dictator. 

make a comparison or make comparisons 1 : to say 
that two or more things or people are similar ■ His work 
has been widely praised. Comparisons have been made to 
the great painters of past centuries. 2 : to look at similar¬ 
ities and differences between two or more things or people 
■ The Web site allows consumers to make direct compari¬ 
sons between competing products. 
no comparison — used to suggest that two or more things 
are very different • There’s really no comparison between 
the two models. [=one is much better than the other] 
comparison shop verb ~ shops; ~ shopped; ~ 
shopping [no obj] : to compare items while shopping in or¬ 
der to see which one is the best or has the lowest price ■ The 
Internet allows consumers to comparison shop with ease. 

- comparison shopper noun, pi — ers [count] 
com-part-ment /kam'paa'tmant/ noun, pi -ments [count] 

1 : an enclosed space or area that is usually part of some¬ 
thing larger and is often used to hold a specific thing ■ The 
suitcase has a zippered compartment for personal items. ■ 
The refrigerator has a separate compartment for meats. 

2 : one of the separate areas of an automobile, train, or air¬ 
plane ■ the baggage compartments ■ the passenger compart¬ 
ment ■ the engine compartment — see also glove compart¬ 
ment 

- com-part-men-tal /kan^paa't'mentl/ adj ■ a compart- 
mental design — com-part-ment-ed /kam'paa^mentad/ 
adj ■ compartmented metal trays [=metal trays that have 
separate compartments] 

com-part-men-tal-ize also Brit com-part-men-tal-lse 

/k3m,paa‘t , mEnt3 l laiz/ verb -lz-es; -Ized; -lz-lng [+ obj] 
somewhat formal 

1 : to separate (something) into sections or categories ■ He 
compartmentalizes his life by keeping his job and his person¬ 
al life separate. 

2 : to separate (two or more things) from each other ■ The 
company has compartmentalized its services. 

3 : to put (something) in a place that is separate from other 
things ■ A soldier must be able to compartmentalize [= isolate] 
his emotions to focus on the mission. 

- com-part-men-tal-l-za-tlon also Brit com-part-men- 
tal-l-sa-tlon /kamjpaa^mentala'zeijan, Brit kam,pa:t- 
■mcntailai'zeijsn/ noun [noncount] ■ the compartmen- 
talization of ideas/responsibilities — com-part-men-tal- 
Ized adj [more most ■ a compartmentalized box ■ a 
compartmentalized life 


com-pass /'kAinpas/ noun, pi -pass-es 

1 [count] : a device that is used to find di¬ 
rection by means of a needle that always 
points north ■ He always carries a com¬ 
pass when he walks in the woods. ■ Guests 
arrived from all points of the compass. 

[= directions] 

2 [count] ; something that helps a person 
make choices about what is right, effec¬ 
tive, etc. ■ His religion is the compass that 
guides him. ■ Interest rates serve as a com¬ 
pass for determining whether to buy or 
sell stocks. ■ The character in the movie 
had no moral compass to tell him that stealing was wrong. 

3 [count] a : a tool that consists of two pointed sticks joined 
at the top and that is used for measuring distances — often 
plural • a pair of compasses [= dividers ] b : a tool that con¬ 
sists of a pen or pencil attached to a pointed stick and that is 
used for drawing circles 

4 [noncount] : a specialized area of knowledge, skill, experi¬ 
ence, etc. — often used after beyond or within ■ That topic 
falls beyond the compass [-beyond the scope] of my research. 

com-pas-sion /kam'psejan/ noun [noncount] : a feeling of 
wanting to help someone who is sick, hungry, in trouble, etc. 

■ He felt compassion for the lost child. ■ She shows compas¬ 
sion to the sick. ■ She had the compassion to offer help when 
it was needed most. 

COm«paS*Sion*ate /kam'paejanat/ adj [more most ~] 
: feeling or showing concern for someone who is sick, hurt, 
poor, etc. : having or showing compassion • a very compas¬ 
sionate person ■ a compassionate act 

— com-pas-sion-ate-ly adv 

Compassionate leave noun [noncount] chiefly Brit : a 
period of time when a person is allowed to stay home from 
work because a family member is sick or has died ■ He has 
three days of compassionate leave for the funeral. 
COITl*pat*i*ble /kam'paetabal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : able to exist together without trouble or conflict : going 
together well ■ compatible colors • two people with compati¬ 
ble personalities ■ My roommate and I are very compatible. 
[=we get along very well] ■ Our tastes are not compatible. 
[=we like very different things] ■ a policy that is compatible 
with my beliefs [=that agrees with my beliefs] — opposite in¬ 
compatible 

2 of devices and especially computers : able to be used togeth¬ 
er ■ compatible computers ■ compatible systems ■ This printer 
is compatible with most PCs. — opposite incompatible 

— com-pat-i-bll-i-ty /jkan^paeta'bilati/ noun [noncount] 
com-pa-tri-ot /kanVpeitrijat, Brit kam'paetriat/ noun, pi 

-ots [count] 

1 : a person from the same country as someone else ■ We 
watched our compatriots compete in the Olympics. 

2 US : a friend or colleague : someone who belongs to the 
same group or organization as someone else ■ the famous ac¬ 
tor and his theater compatriots 

corn-pel /kam'pel/ verb -pels; -pelled; -pel-ling [+ obj] 

1 ; to force (someone) to do something ■ Illness compelled 
him to stay in bed. ■ Public opinion compelled [= obliged] her 
to sign the bill. -1 feel compelled to leave. [=1 feel that I must 
leave] 

2 : to make (something) happen : to force (something) ■ We 
took steps to compel their cooperation. 

COm-pel-ling /kam'pelnj/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : very interesting: able to capture and hold your attention 

■ The novel was so compelling that I couldn’t put it down. 

2 : capable of causing someone to believe or agree ■ compel¬ 
ling evidence ■ He made a compelling argument. 

3 : strong and forceful : causing you to feel that you must 
do something ■ I would need a very compelling reason to 
leave my job. ■ She had a compelling need to share what she 
had heard. • a compelling desire 

— com-pel-ling-ly adv • The novel was compellingly writ¬ 
ten. 

COm-pen-di-lim /kam'pendijam/ noun, pi -urns [count] : a 
collection of things (such as photographs, stories, facts, etc.) 
that have been gathered together and presented as a group 
especially in the form of a book ■ a one-volume compendium 
of information ■ He published a compendium of folk tales, 
com-pen-sate /'ka:mp3n,seit/ verb -sates; -sat-ed; -sat¬ 
ing somewhat formal 

1 [no obj] : to provide something good as a balance against 
something bad or undesirable : to make up for some defect 
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or weakness • His enthusiasm compensates for his lack of 
skill. ■ The price of the item has been reduced to compensate 
for a defect. 

2 [+ obf\ : to give money or something else of value to (some¬ 
one) in return for something (such as work) or as payment 
for something lost, damaged, etc. ■ compensate workers for 
their labor • She was not compensated for the damage done 
to her car. 

— com-pen*sa*tO*ry /kam'pensaitori, Brit kam'pensatri, 
kpmpan'seitri/ adj ■ a compensatory refund ■ The patient 
sued for compensatory damages. [=money awarded to a 
victim to make up for an injury, damage, etc.] 

COm*pen«Sa-tiOfl Akampan'seijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 a [noncount] : something that is done or given to make up 
for damage, trouble, etc. • The court awarded the victims 
millions of dollars in compensation. ■ She offered to pay for 
lunch as compensation for keeping me waiting. — see also 
workers’ compensation b [count] : something good 
that acts as a balance against something bad or undesirable ■ 
Moving to the coast had some drawbacks, but there were 
also compensations. 

2 [noncount] US : payment given for doing a job ■ annual 
compensation ■ executive compensation 

COm-pete /kam'pi.t/ verb -petes; -pet-ed; -pet-1 ng [no 

obj\ 

1 : to try to get or win something (such as a prize or reward) 
that someone else is also trying to win : to try to be better or 
more successful than someone or something else • Thou¬ 
sands of applicants are competing for the same job. ■ She 
competed against students from around the country. • We are 
competing with companies that are twice our size. ■ Did you 
compete in the track meet on Saturday? 

2 : to try to be noticed, accepted, or chosen over something 
else ■ The radio and the television were both on, competing 
for our attention. ■ competing teams/products/theories 
can’t compete — used to say that one person or thing is 

much better than another ■ Store-bought cookies can’t 
compete with homemade ones. [=homemade cookies are 
much better than store-bought cookies] 

COm-pe-tence /'kaimpatans/ noun [noncount] : the ability 
to do something well : the quality or state of being compe¬ 
tent ■ He trusts in the competence of his doctor. ■ Students 
must demonstrate competence in all subjects. [=must show 
that they have learned all subjects] — opposite INCOMPE¬ 
TENCE 

COm-pe-ten-cy /'karmpatansi/ noun, pi -cies 

1 [noncount] : competence ■ Critics have questioned the 
director’s competency. 

2 [count] formal : an ability or skill — usually plural ■ The 
task is well within the range of her competencies. [=she is 
able to do the task] 

COm-pe-tent /'kcr.mpatant/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : having the necessary ability or skills : able to do some¬ 
thing well or well enough to meet a standard ■ a competent 
[-capable] teacher ■ She is a competent [= adequate ] portrait 
painter but she excels with landscapes. — opposite INCOM¬ 
PETENT 

2 law : able to take part in a trial ■ The defendant was de¬ 
clared competent to stand trial. ■ a competent witness 

— opposite INCOMPETENT 

— com-pe-tent-ly adv ■ He answered all our questions com¬ 
petently. 

CQm-pe-ti-tion /.kaimpa'tifan/ noun,pi -tions 

1 [noncount] a"; the act or process of trying to get or win 
something (such as a prize or a higher level of success) that 
someone else is also trying to get or win : the act or process 
of competing • The school fosters an atmosphere of competi¬ 
tion rather than cooperation. [=it encourages students to 
compete against each other instead of work together] ■ There 
will be intense/fierce competition for the top spots. I=many 
people will be trying to get the top spots] ■ These products 
are in competition with each other, [-these products are 
competing with each other] b : actions that are done by 
people, companies, etc., that are competing against each oth¬ 
er ■ Prices are lower when there is competition among/be¬ 
tween the stores. — often + from ■ The industry has been af¬ 
fected by competition from new technologies. ■ We’re up 
against some stiff/tough competition fi’om our rivals. ■ Down¬ 
town stores are looking for new ways to attract customers in 
the face of competition from the stores at the mall. 

2 the competition : a person or group that you are trying to 
succeed against : a person or group that you are competing 


with ■ He sized up the competition. [=looked at who he was 
competing against] ■ Don’t let the competition know our 
trade secrets. *0* Someone or something that has no competi¬ 
tion is much better than others. • In my opinion, this restau¬ 
rant has no competition. 

3 [count] : a contest in which people try to win by being bet¬ 
ter, faster, etc., than others : an event in which people com¬ 
pete ■ They had/held/staged a competition to see who could 
sell the most lemonade. ■ a gymnastics/dance/talent competi¬ 
tion • She won/lost the competition. 

COm-pet-i-tive /kan^petativ/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : of or relating to a situation in which people or groups are 
trying to win a contest or be more successful than others 
: relating to or involving competition ■ competitive sports ■ It 
is a very competitive job market. [=a situation in which a lot 
of people are trying to get jobs] ■ The new technology gave 
them a competitive advantage/edge. [=a better chance than 
others of winning or succeeding] 

2 : having a strong desire to win or be the best at something ■ 
She is a very competitive player. ■ He has a competitive na¬ 
ture. [=he likes to compete and to win] 

3 : as good as or better than others of the same kind : able to 
compete successfully with others ■ We offer great service at 
competitive rates. [=rates that are close to those of other 
companies] • You need a degree to be competitive in today’s 
job market. ■ a competitive team [=a team with a good chance 
to win] 

— com-pet-i-tive-ly adv • Our products are competitively 
priced. — com-pet-i-tive-ness noun [noncount] 

COm-pet-i-tor /kam'petata-/ noun, pi -tors [count] : some¬ 
one who is trying to win or do better than all others especial¬ 
ly in business or sports : someone who is competing ■ We of¬ 
fer better rates than our competitors. ■ There were more than 
500 competitors in the race. ■ She is a fierce competitor. [=she 
is someone who tries very hard to win] 
com-pi-la-tion /ikaimpa'leijan/ noun , pi -tions 

1 [count] : a group of things (such as songs or pieces of writ¬ 
ing) that have been gathered into a collection ■ The CD is a 
compilation of greatest hits. ■ a video compilation 

2 [noncount] : the act or process of gathering things together 
■ the slow compilation of data 

corn-pile /kam'pajal/ verb -piles; -piled; -pil-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to create (a CD, book, list, etc.) by gathering things 
(such as songs or pieces of writing or information) ■ He com¬ 
piled a book of poems. ■ She compiled a list of names, b : to 
put together (various songs, pieces of writing, facts, etc.) in a 
publication or collection ■ They took the best submissions 
and compiled them in a single issue of the magazine. ■ We 
compiled our findings in the report. 

2 computers : to change (computer programming instruc¬ 
tions) into a form the computer can understand and use • a 
compiled program 

— com-pil-er /kam'paila-/ noun, pi -ers [count] 
com-pla-cen-cy /kam'pleisnsi/ noun [noncount] : a feeling 

of being satisfied with how things are and not wanting to try 
to make them better : a complacent feeling or condition ■ 
The public was lulled into complacency. ■ The stock market 
crash rattled/shattered/shook our complacency. [=took away 
our feeling that everything was fine] 
com-pla-cent /kam'pleisiit/ adj [more most ~] disap¬ 
proving : satisfied with how things are and not wanting to 
change them • The strong economy has made people com¬ 
placent. ■ We have grown too complacent over the years. ■ a 
complacent [^self-satisfied] smirk ■ We can’t afford to be 
complacent about illiteracy. 

— com-pla-cent-ly adv 

com-plain /kamtyem/ verb -plains; -plained; -plain-ing 

1 [no obj] : to say or write that you are unhappy, sick, un¬ 
comfortable, etc., or that you do not like something ■ He 
works hard but he never complains. ■ If you’re unhappy with 
the service, you should complain to the manager. — often + 
about or of • Customers are sure to complain about the price 
increase. ■ In her letters, she complains of loneliness. [=she 
says that she is lonely] ■ She complained of a sore throat. 
[=she said she had a sore throat] ■ “How are you feeling?” “I 
can’t complain .” [=1 am not unhappy or ill; I am fine] 

2 [+ obj] : to say (something that expresses annoyance or un¬ 
happiness) ■ The students complained that the test was too 
hard. ■ “These shoes are too tight,” he complained. 

— com-plain-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ He’s a chronic com- 
plainer. [=he complains constantly or often] — com-plain- 
ing-ly /kam'pleimqli/adv 
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com’plain'ant /kam'plemsnt/ noun, pi -ants [count] law 
: a person who makes a formal charge in court saying that 
someone has done something wrong ■ The judge ruled in fa¬ 
vor of the complainant. [=plaintiff\ 

COm»plaint /kam'plemt/ noun, pi -plaints 

1 a [count] : a statement that you are unhappy or not satis¬ 
fied with something • We lodged a complaint with the hotel 
manager. [=we complained to the hotel manager] ■ The 
board has received a number of complaints about the new 
policy. ■ The company has a system to handle customer com¬ 
plaints. b [noncount) : the act of saying or writing that you 
are unhappy or dissatisfied with something ■ She did her 
chores without complaint. [=without complaining] • a letter 
of complaint [=a letter in which you complain about some¬ 
thing] ■ You have no grounds for complaint. [=no reasons to 
complain] 

2 [count]: something to be unhappy about: something that 
people complain about ■ The lack of parking spaces is a com¬ 
mon complaint among the city’s residents. ■ The lack of fi¬ 
nancial support is our biggest/only complaint. • I have no 
complaints with/about the service. [=1 am happy with the 
service] 

3 [count] : a pain or sickness in the body : a symptom of a 
disease ■ He is being treated for a stomach complaint. • Short¬ 
ness of breath was a common complaint among the patients. 

4 [count] law : a formal charge saying that someone has done 
something wrong ■ He filed a complaint against his employer. 
■ The court dismissed her complaint. 

COm*plai*Sant /kam'pleispt,/?/-// kam’pleiznt/ adj [more ~; 
most ~] formal : willing or eager to please other people ■ a 
complaisant young man : easily convinced to do what other 
people want ■ He was too complaisant [=compliant\ to say no 
to his brother’s demands. 

— convplai-sance /kam'pleispts, Brit kam'pleizps/ noun 
[noncount] • He took advantage of her complaisance. 
1 COm«ple«ment /'kaimptamant/ noun, pi -merits [count] 

1 : something that completes something else or makes it bet¬ 
ter ■ The scarf is a perfect complement to her outfit. 

2 : the usual number or quantity of something that is needed 
or used ■ a full complement of farm animals ■ her usual com¬ 
plement of attendants ■ a ship’s complement of officers 

3 grammar : a word or group of words added to a sentence 
to make it complete ■ “President” in “they elected her presi¬ 
dent" and “to work" in “he wants to work" are different 
kinds of complements. 

( Do not confuse complement with compliment. | 

2 COm*ple*ment /'kccmpla.mcnt/ verb -merits; -ment«ed; 
-meriting [+ obj] : to complete something else or make it 
better ■ The shirt complements the suit nicely. ■ a delicious 
dinner complemented by a splendid dessert ■ The soup and 
salad complement each other well. 

| Do not confuse complement with compliment. | 

COm^ple^mervta^ryAka.'mpte'mcntari/az# [more most 
~] 

1 : completing something else or making it better : serving 
as a complement ■ She wore a new outfit with a complemen¬ 
tary scarf. 

2 — used of two things when each adds something to the 
other or helps to make the other better • The print and on¬ 
line publications are complementary, not competitive. ■ The 
company owes its success to the complementary talents of its 
co-owners. 

3 : going together well : working well together ■ My spouse 
and I have complementary goals. ■ complementary flavors 

4 : not traditional : alternative ■ complementary medi¬ 
cine [= alternative medicine ; methods of healing or treating 
disease that are different from the usual methods taught in 
Western medical schools] 

[ Do not confuse complementary with complimentary. j 

Complementary angles noun [plural] mathematics 
: two angles that add up to 90 degrees 
Complementary color noun [count] technical : one of 
two colors (such as red and green) that are very different 
from each other and produce a dull color (such as brown or 
gray) when they are mixed together 
1 COm»Plete /kam'pliit/ adj -plet-er; -est [or more most 
~] 

1 : having all necessary parts : not lacking anything ■ a com¬ 
plete [=entire; whole] set of encyclopedias ■ He spoke in com¬ 
plete sentences. ■ This list of names is not complete. [=it is 


missing some names] ■ She gave us a complete [=thorough] 
description of the events. — often used in book titles • The 
Complete Works of Charles Dickens ■ The Complete Guide to 
Organic Gardening — opposite incomplete 

2 : not limited in any way ■ She wants complete [=total, abso¬ 
lute] control of all aspects of the project. • He gave the car a 
complete overhaul. [=made repairs to almost eveiy part of 
the car] ■ They sat in complete silence. — often used for em¬ 
phasis • The movie was a complete [=total] failure. 

3 not used before a noun : not requiring more work : entirely 
done or completed ■ By autumn, the road construction 
should be complete, [^finished] — opposite incomplete 

4 American football, of a forward pass : caught by the player 
the ball was thrown to • The pass to the receiver was com¬ 
plete for a gain of 10 yards. 

complete with : having or including (something good or de¬ 
sirable) ■ a birthday cake complete with candles ■ The 
school has built a new sports complex, complete with a 
skating rink. ■ The car comes complete with [= includes ] 
air-conditioning and a CD player. 

— com-plete-ly adv ■ Her news took me completely by sur¬ 
prise. ■ I completely agree. ■ We are completely different. 
[=we are different in every way] — com-plete-ness noun 
[noncount] 

2 complete verb -pletes; -plet-ed; -plet-ing [+ obf] 

1 : to finish making or doing (something) : to bring (some¬ 
thing) to an end or to a finished state ■ I have completed my 
research. = My research is now completed. • We completed 
the job. ■ The project took four months to complete. • He has 
completed the ninth grade. [=he has satisfied all the require¬ 
ments for the ninth grade] ■ 1 completed the form. [=1 wrote 
all the required information on the form] 

2 : to make (something) whole or perfect ■ Her latest pur¬ 
chase completes her collection. ■ The new baby completed 
their family. 

3 American football : to throw (a forward pass) to a team¬ 
mate who catches it ■ The quarterback completed 12 out of 
15 passes. 

COm*ple*tion /kam'pliijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : the act or process of completing or finishing 
something : the state of being complete or finished ■ He will 
receive his degree upon completion of his studies. ■ The 
project is near completion. [=almost finished] 

2 [count] American football : a forward pass made to a team¬ 
mate who catches it • The quarterback has 11 completions in 
20 attempts for 80 yards. 

1 COm»Plex /kam'pleks, Brit 'kom,picks/ adj 

1 [more most ~] : having parts that connect or go togeth¬ 
er in complicated ways ■ a complex system ■ The house’s wir¬ 
ing is complex. 

2 [more most ~]: not easy to understand or explain : not 
simple ■ a complex problem ■ The situation is more complex 
than you realize. ■ Her poetry is too complex [= complicated] 
for my taste. 

3 grammar : consisting of a main clause and one or more ad¬ 
ditional clauses ■ a complex sentence 

— convplexdy adv ■ The rules are complexly written. 
2 COm*pleX / , ka:m,picks/ noun, pi -plex*es [count] 

1 : a group of buildings, apartments, etc., that are located 
near each other and used for a particular purpose ■ a sports 
complex ■ an industrial/apartment complex 

2 : an emotional problem that causes someone to think or 
worry too much about something ■ She has a complex about 
her appearance. — see also inferiority complex, Oedi¬ 
pus complex 

3 : a group of things that are connected in complicated ways 

■ a complex [=system] of welfare programs • a complex of pro¬ 
tein molecules 

com-plex-ion /kam'plekjan/ noun, pi -ions [count] 

1 : the color or appearance of the skin especially on the face 

■ She has a dark/fair/light/ruddy complexion. • a glowing 
complexion ■ All of the children had healthy complexions. 

2 : the general appearance or character of something ■ The 
complexion of the neighborhood has changed over the years. 
put a new/different complexion on : to change the appear¬ 
ance of (something) : to cause (something) to be seen or 
thought about in a new way ■ That information puts a 
whole new complexion on the case. 

— convplex-ioned /kam'plekjand/ adj — usually used in 
combination ■ a iair-complexioned child [=a child with 
light-colored skin] 

COm*pleX*i*ty /kam'pleksati/ noun, pi -ties 
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1 [noncount] : the quality or state of not being simple : the 
quality or state of being complex ■ He was impressed by the 
complexity of the music. • The diagram illustrates the com¬ 
plexity of the cell’s structure. ■ He doesn’t grasp/understand 
the complexity of the situation. 

2 [count] : a part of something that is complicated or hard to 
understand — usually plural ■ the complexities of the English 
language 

com-pli-ance /ksm'plajans/ noun [noncount] formal : the 
act or process of doing what you have been asked or ordered 
to do : the act or process of complying ■ She was rewarded 
for her compliance. ■ There has been a low/high rate of com¬ 
pliance with the new law. 

in compliance with : in the way that is required by (a rule, 
law, etc.) ■ In compliance with a court order, the company 
has ceased operations. ■ The workers were not in full com¬ 
pliance with the rules. [=were not following the rules exact- 
ly ] 

COm-pli-ant /kam'plajant I adj 

1 [more most ~]: willing to do whatever you are asked or 
ordered to do : ready and willing to comply ■ I asked him for 
a favor, and he was compliant. ■ a compliant young reporter ■ 
a compliant servant 

2 : agreeing with a set of rules, standards, or requirements ■ 
The student’s shirt was not compliant with the school’s dress 
code. ■ The software is compliant with the latest standards. 

com-pli-cate /'kccmpta.keit/ verb -cates; -cat-ed; -eat¬ 
ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make (something) more difficult or less simple ■ 
Changing jobs now would complicate her life. ■ This compli¬ 
cates things. [=this makes the situation more difficult] ■ To 
complicate matters further, his train is running late. [=his 
train is running late, which makes the situation even more 
complicated or difficult] 

2 : to cause (a medical problem) to become more dangerous 
or harder to treat ■ a disease complicated by infection 

COm»Dli«cat«ed /'kaimpla.keitad/ adj [more most ~] 
: hard to understand, explain, or deal with ■ The game’s rules 
are too complicated. • a complicated situation ■ a very compli¬ 
cated issue : having many parts or steps ■ The machine has a 
complicated design. ■ a complicated plan * a complicated 
mathematical formula 

com-pli-ca-tlon /jkccmpb'keijan/ noun, pi -tlons [count] 

1 : something that makes something harder to understand, 
explain, or deal with • The negotiations stalled when compli¬ 
cations arose. 

2 medical : a disease or condition that happens in addition 
to another disease or condition : a problem that makes a dis¬ 
ease or condition more dangerous or harder to treat ■ Pneu¬ 
monia is a common complication of AIDS. ■ She experienced 
complications during her pregnancy. • The patient died of 
complications from surgery. 

COm-pliC'it /kam'plisat/ adj, formal : helping to commit a 
crime or do wrong in some way ■ He was complied in the 
cover-up. [=he helped with the cover-up] 

COm-plic-l-ty /kam'phsati/ noun [noncount]formaI \ the act 
of helping to commit a crime or do wrong in some way ■ 
There’s no proof of her complicity in the murder. ■ He acted 
with his brother’s complicity. 

1 com-pll-ment /'ka.mplamant/ noun, pi -ments 

1 [count] : a remark that says something good about some¬ 
one or something ■ She gave/paid me a compliment. [=she 
said something nice about me] "He told her he admired her 
paintings and she retumed/repaid the compliment by saying 
that she was a fan of his sculptures. ■ I received a nice com¬ 
pliment yesterday. [=someone said something nice about me 
yesterday] ■ I’ll take that as a compliment. [=I’ll regard what 
was said as praise, whether or not the speaker meant it as 
praise] • When I called you a perfectionist, I meant it as a 
compliment. [=1 wanted what I said to be understood as 
praise] ■ She is always fishing for compliments. [=she is al¬ 
ways trying to get people to say nice things about her] 

2 [count] : an action that expresses admiration or approval • 
When customers recommend our company to friends and 
family members, we consider that to be the highest/best 
compliment we can get. 

3 compliments [plural] — used politely to express praise, 
welcome, or good wishes to someone ■ Our compliments to 
the chef! [=we praise the chef for preparing a fine meal] ■ 
Please accept this gift with our compliments. • A free sample 
is enclosed with the compliments of the manufacturer. -<* 
The phrase compliments of is often used to identify the giver 


of something that has been provided for free. ■ We were 
served free drinks, compliments of [=provided without 
charge by] the casino. Compliments of is also used in a joking 
way to refer to the source of something that is not wanted. ■ I 
woke up with a stiff neck, compliments of that uncomfort¬ 
able mattress in their guest room. [=sl#eping on the uncom¬ 
fortable mattress gave me a stiff neck] ■ He received an audit, 
compliments of the IRS. 

| Do not confuse compliment with complement. \ 

2 COm-pli-ment /'kaimpla.ment/ verb -merits; -ment-ed; 
-merit-1ng [+ obj] : to say nice things about (someone or 
something) : to pay a compliment to (someone or some¬ 
thing) ■ She complimented my outfit. — often + on m We com¬ 
plimented the pianist on his performance. 

| Do not confuse compliment with complement. \ 

com-pli-men-ta-ry Akaimpla'mentari/ adj 

1 : expressing praise or admiration for someone or some¬ 
thing ■ She made complimentary remarks about his work. 

2 : given for free ■ They handed out complimentary bro¬ 
chures. ■ complimentary tickets ■ The restaurant offers valet 
parking as a complimentary service. 

) Do not confuse complimentary with complementary. \ 

complimentary close noun, pi ~ closes [count] us 
: the words (such as sincerely yours ) that come before the sig¬ 
nature of a letter 

COm-ply /kam'plai/ verb -plies; -plied; -ply-lng [no obj] 
: to do what you have been asked or ordered to do ■ I asked 
the waitress to refill my coffee cup and she happily complied. 
• There will be penalties against individuals who fail to com¬ 
ply. — often + with • You still have not complied with our re¬ 
quest. [=have not done what we requested you to do] ■ We 
have complied with federal law [=we have done what federal 
law requires] every step of the way. ■ The devices comply with 
[=are in agreement with] industry standards. 
1 COm»PO»nent /ksm'pounant/ noun, pi -ments [count] 
: one of the parts of something (such as a system or mixture) 
: an important piece of something ■ the components of an 
electric circuit ■ He sells spare computer components. ■ The 
interview is a key component in the hiring process. ■ Hard 
work has been a major component of his success. 

Component adj, always used before a noun : helping to 
make up the whole of something (such as a system or a mix¬ 
ture) : forming or being a part of something ■ the component 
parts of a machine 

COm*port /kam'po^t/ verb -ports; -port-ed; -port-ing 
comport with [phrasal verb] comport with (something) US, 
formal : to be in agreement with (something) ■ Her actions 
comport with [-match] her ideals. 
comport yourself formal : to behave in a certain way — 
used especially in situations where the behavior is admira¬ 
ble or appropriate ■ He comported himself with dignity. • 
She comported herself well during the crisis. 

COm-port-merit /kam'po^tmant/ noun [noncount] formal 
: the way in which someone behaves • the comportment of a 
gentleman 

com-oose /kam'pouz/ verb -pos*es; -posed; -pos-lng 

1 [+ obj] : to come together to form or make (something) • 
Minorities composed [=made up] about a third of the attend¬ 
ees at the conference. — usually used as (be) composed of* a 
stew composed of[= made from/with] many ingredients ■ Our 
group is composed of [=is made up of; consists of] travelers 
from 7 countries. ■ The clouds are composed of water vapor. 

2 a [+ obj] ; to create and write (a piece of music or writing) 
■ compose a song/symphony ■ compose music • She composed 
a letter to her sister, b [no obj] : to practice the art of writ¬ 
ing music ■ He is in his studio composing. 

3 [+ obj] : to arrange the appearance of (something, such as a 
picture or image) in an orderly or careful way ■ an elegantly 
composed photograph 

4 [+ obj] a : to make (yourself) calm ■ Take a moment to 
compose yourself before you pick up the phone, b : to gain 
control of (your emotions) ■ She sat quietly on the bench 
outside the courthouse, trying to compose her feelings. 

com-posed /kam'pouzd/ adj [more most ~] : calm and 

in control of your emotions : not feeling or showing anger, 
fear, etc. ■ He had told us he felt nervous about the perfor¬ 
mance, but he seemed perfectly composed when he walked 
onto the stage. ■ They tried to remain composed throughout 
the ordeal. 
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com-pos-er /kam'pouza 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a person 
who writes music • She prefers Mozart and Beethoven to 
modem composers. 

1 C0m«p0S , ite /kam'paizat, Brit 'kompazit/ adj : made of 
different parts or elements • a composite photograph ■ a com¬ 
posite material 

Composite noun, pi com-pos-ites [count] 

1 : something that is made up of different parts • a composite 
of minerals • a composite of diverse communities 

2 US : a drawing of someone who is wanted by the police 
that is made using descriptions given by witnesses • He spot¬ 
ted a man who resembled the police composite. 

COm-PQ-si-tion /ikcumpa'zijan/ noun, pi -tlons 

1 [noncount] : the way in which something is put together or 
arranged ■ the painting’s unique composition : the combina¬ 
tion of parts or elements that make up something • Each 
rock has a slightly different composition, [^makeup] • the 
changing composition of the country's population • the com¬ 
position of a chemical compound 

2 [count] : a piece of writing ■ Is this poem an original com¬ 
position ? [=did you write this poem yourself?}; especially : a 
brief essay written as a school assignment • The teacher re¬ 
minded us to hand in our compositions at the end of class. 

3 [count] ; a written piece of music and especially one that is 
very long or complex • a famous classical composition 

4 [noncount] : the art or process of writing words or music • 
She studies musical theory and composition. 

1 com-post /'ka:m,poust, Brit 'kDm,post/ noun [noncount] : a 
decayed mixture of plants (such as leaves and grass) that is 
used to improve the soil in a garden - a compost heap = 
( chiefly US) a compost pile [=a pile of plant materials that are 
kept in a garden and allowed to decay to create compost] 
2 COmpost verb -posts; -post-ed; -post-ing (+ obj] : to 
change (plant materials) into compost ■ We compost leaves in 
our backyard. 

COm-po-Slire /kam'pousay noun [noncount] : calmness es¬ 
pecially of mind, manner, or appearance • She never loses 
her composure. [=she always appears calm] ■ He kept/main¬ 
tained his composure. ■ After the initial shock she regained/ 
recovered her composure. ■ He answered with composure. 
COm-pote /'ka:m,poot/ noun, pi -potes [count, noncount] 
: a dessert made of fruits cooked with sugar ■ blueberry com¬ 
pote 

m- poynd /■ka:m,paund/ noun, pi -pounds [count] 

: something that is formed by combining two or more 
parts; especially, technical : a substance created when the at¬ 
oms of two or more chemical elements join together ■ chem¬ 
ical/organic compounds ■ a compound of sodium and chlo¬ 
rine • The metal reacts with the gas to form a compound. 

2 : a word formed by combining two or more words • 
‘ Rowboat,” “high school,” and “light-year” are compounds. 

- compare “compound 

2 COm»pound /kccm'paund/ verb -pounds; -pound-ed; 
-pound-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to make (something, such as an error or problem) 
worse : to add to (something bad) ■ He compounded [= exac¬ 
erbated] | his mistake by announcing it to the whole table. 

2 finance : to pay interest on both an amount of money and 
the interest it has already earned [+ obj] The interest is com¬ 
pounded at regular intervals, [no obj] The interest com¬ 
pounds quarterly. 

3 [+ obj] : to form (something) by combining separate things 
• compound a medicine — usually used as (be) compounded ■ 
an attitude compounded of [-made up oj] equal parts greed 
and arrogance 

3 COm-pound /'ka:m,paund/ adj 

1 : made up of two or more parts ■ a compound leaf ■ a com¬ 
pound microscope 

2 a : made by combining two or more words - “Steamboat” 
is a compound noun, b : consisting of two or more main 
clauses • “I told him to leave and he left” is a compound sen¬ 
tence. 

4 COm-pound /'ka:m,paund/ noun, pi -pounds [count] : an 
enclosed area that contains a group of buildings • a prison 
compound — compare 1 compound 
compound fracture noun, pi - -tures [count] medical 
: a broken bone in which a part of the bone sticks out 
through the skin 

Compound interest noun [ noncount ] finance : interest 
paid both on the original amount of money and on the inter¬ 
est it has already earned — compare simple interest 

com-pre-hend /ikaimpn'hend/ verb -hends; -hend-ed; 


-hend-ing [+ obj] somewhat formal : to understand (some¬ 
thing, such as a difficult or complex subject) ■ He is able to 
fully comprehend ^understand completely] what is happen¬ 
ing and react appropriately. — often used in negative state¬ 
ments • They are unable to comprehend what had happened. 
■ We can scarcely comprehend how it all ended. ■ I find his at¬ 
titude impossible/difficult to comprehend. 
com-pre-hen-si-ble /.kaimpn'hensabal/ adj [more 
most ~] somewhat formal : able to be understood ■ a compre¬ 
hensible [-intelligible] explanation • They spoke in barely 
comprehensible slang. [=slang that was extremely difficult to 
understand] — opposite incomprehensible 

— com-pre-hen-si-bii-i-ty /.kcrmpn.hcnsa'bibti/ noun 
[noncount] — com-pre-hen-sl-bly Akcumpn'hensabli/ 
adv 

COm-pre-hen-Sion Akaimpn'henjan/ noun : ability to 
understand [noncount] He has not the slightest comprehen¬ 
sion of the subject. [=he does not understand the subject at 
all] • The students showed excellent reading/language com¬ 
prehension. ■ The war caused suffering beyond comprehen¬ 
sion. [=suffering that is impossible to imagine] • mysteries 
that are beyond our comprehension [=mysteries that we can¬ 
not understand] [singular] I don’t have a clear comprehen¬ 
sion [= understanding ] of how it works. 

1 com-pre-hen-sive /,ka:mpn'hensiv/ adj [more most 
~] 

1 : including many, most, or all things • a comprehensive list ■ 
comprehensive insurance [insurance that covers all kinds of 
risks] ■ a comprehensive [=thorough ] course of study 

2 Brit : of or relating to a comprehensive school ■ compre¬ 
hensive education 

— com-pre-hen-sive-ly /,ka:mpn'hensivli/ adv ■ Each pa¬ 
tient was comprehensively [= completely, thoroughly] evalu¬ 
ated. • Trade was comprehensively regulated by the author¬ 
ities. • (Brit) The team was comprehensively [=soundly] 
beaten/defeated. — com-pre-hen-sive-ness noun 

Comprehensive noun, pi -slves [count] Brit: compre¬ 
hensive SCHOOL 

comprehensive school noun, pi ~ schools [count] 
Brit : a school in Britain for children of all different levels of 
ability who are over the age of 11 ■ Some of his friends at¬ 
tended the local comprehensive school. 

1 com-press /kam'pres/ verb -press-es; -pressed; 
-press-ing 

1 : to press or squeeze (something) so that it is smaller or 
fills less space [+ obj] compress the air in a closed chamber ■ 
She compressed her lips, [no obj] Her lips compressed into a 
frown. ■ a material that compresses easily 

2 [+ obj] l to make (something) shorter or smaller • compress 
a chapter ■ The author compressed [-condensed] 80 years of 
history into 15 pages. 

3 computers : to reduce the size of (a computer file) by using 
special software [+ obj] compress a digital photograph [no 
obj] This type of file compresses easily. — opposite decom¬ 
press 

— compressed adj • a bottle of compressed air — com¬ 
press- ible /kam'presabal/ adj [more most ~] • This 
type of file is easily compressible. — com-pres-slon 
/kam'prejan/ noun [noncount] • compression of air • file/ 
data compression 

2 COm-press / , ka:m,pres/ noun, pi -press-es [count] : a 
folded cloth that is pressed against a part of the body to re¬ 
duce pain or stop bleeding from an injury ■ a cold compress 
COm-pres-SOr /kam'presfr/ noun, pi -sors [count] : a ma¬ 
chine that compresses air or gas 
com-prise /kam'praiz/ verb -prls-es; -prised; -pris-lng 

[+obj] 

1 : to be made up of (something) : to include or consist of 
(something) • Each army division comprised 4,500 troops. ■ 
The play comprises three acts. 

2 : to make up or form (something) • Nine players comprise 
[=make up] a baseball team. ■ Plants comprise [= constitute , 
form] the bulk of their diet. — often used as (be) comprised ■ 
The play la comprised of [=« composed of] three acts. 

1 COm-pro-mise /'kcumpi^maiz/noun, pi -mis-es 

1 : a way of reaching agreement in which each person or 
group gives up something that was wanted in order to end an 
argument or dispute [noncount] the art of political compro¬ 
mise «To avoid an argument, always be ready to seek com¬ 
promise. [count] Both boys will have to make compromises 
if they are to share the room. [=they will each have to give up 
something in order to get along] ■ The two sides were unable 
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to reach a compromise. [=unable to come to an agreement] 

— often used before another noun ■ a compromise agree¬ 
ment/amendment/verdict/measure 

2 [count] : something that combines the qualities of two dif¬ 
ferent things — often + between ■ The style is a happy com¬ 
promise between formal and informal. 

3 : a change that makes something worse and that is not 
done for a good reason [noncount] a director who will not 
tolerate artistic compromise [count] She says that accepting 
their proposal would be a compromise of her principles. 

Compromise verb -mises; -mised; -mis-ing 

1 [no obj] : to give up something that you want in order to 
reach an agreement : to settle differences by means of a 
compromise ■ The two sides were unwilling/unable to com¬ 
promise. — often + on a They are unwilling to compromise 
(with each other) on this issue. 

2 [+ obj] : to expose (something) to risk or danger : endan¬ 
ger ■ We can’t reveal that information without compromis¬ 
ing national security. 

3 [+ obj] : to damage or weaken (something) : impair ■ a 
dangerous drug that can further compromise an already 
weakened immune system 

4 [+ obf] : to damage (your reputation, integrity, etc.) by do¬ 
ing something that causes people to lose respect for you ■ He 
refused to do anything that might compromise his reputa¬ 
tion/integrity/principles. ■ She had already compromised 
herself by refusing to answer their questions. 

— com-pro-mis-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

Compromising adj [more most ~] : revealing some¬ 
thing that is improper or embarrassing • a compromising let¬ 
ter/situation ■ He and his secretary were caught in a compro¬ 
mising position. [=they were caught having sexual relations] 

COmp*troMer /kan'troula 1 / noun, pi -lers [count]: a person 
who is in charge of the financial accounts of a company or 
organization : controller 
CO m*pill*sion /kam'pAlJan/ noun, pi -sions 

1 [count] : a very strong desire to do something ■ I gave in to 
one of my compulsions and ordered the chocolate dessert. — 
often followed by to + verb • He felt a compulsion to say 
something. 

2 [noncount] a : the act of using force or pressure to make 
someone do something ■ We should be able to get them to 
cooperate without using compulsion. ■ legal compulsion b 
: the state of being forced to do something ■ He was acting 
under compulsion. [=he was being forced to act] ■ Their chil¬ 
dren read only under compulsion. [=only when they are 
forced] ■ We are under no compulsion to decide immediate¬ 
ly. [=we are not required to decide immediately] 

com-pul-sive /kam'pAlsiv/ adj [more most ~] 

1 a : caused by a desire that is too strong to resist: impossi¬ 
ble to stop or control ■ compulsive behavior b : not able to 
stop or control doing something ■ a compulsive gambler/liar 

2 chiefly Brit : very interesting ■ Her most recent article 
made compulsive [= compelling ] reading. 

— com-pul-sive-ly adv ■ He cleans compulsively. ■ a com¬ 
pulsively readable story — com-pul-sive-ness noun 
[noncount] 

COm*pul*SO*ry /kam'pAlsari/ adj 

1 : required by a law or rule ■ compulsory [=mandatory] edu¬ 
cation/retirement 

2 : having the power of forcing someone to do something ■ a 
compulsory law 

— com-pul-so-ri*ly /kam'pAlsarali/ adv 
COm*punc*tion /kam'pAijkfan / noun, pi -tions : a feeling 

of guilt or regret : REMORSE [noncount] a brutal murderer 
who killed without compunction ■ He feels/has no compunc¬ 
tion about his crimes, [count] (< chiefly US) ■ He has no com¬ 
punctions about his crimes. 

COm-pu*ta*tion /^kaimpju'teijan I noun.pl -tions : the act 
or process of computing or calculating something : calcu¬ 
lation [noncount] methods used for the computation of 
taxes [count] simple mental computations ■ The solution re¬ 
quired a series of computations. 

— com-pu-ta-tion-al /tkaimpju'teijanj/ adj • a computa¬ 
tional model 

COm-pute /kam'pju.t/ verb -putes; -put-ed; -putting [+ 

obj] : to find out (something) by using mathematical pro¬ 
cesses : calculate ■ compute a batting average ■ compute 
your income tax In informal U.S. English, something that 
does not compute does not make sense. • She said they made 
a mistake but that does not compute. [=does not seem true or 
possible] 


— com-put-able /kam'pju-.tabal/ adj 

COm»PUt*er /kam'pjurte/ noun, pi -ers [count] : an elec¬ 
tronic machine that can store and work with large amounts 
of information ■ He works all day on/with a computer. ■ a 
personal/desktop/laptop computer — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ a computer program/game/virus ■ computer 
software 

com-put-er-ize also Brit com*put*er*ise /kam'pjuita- 
,raiz/ verb -iz-es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to use a computer to make, do, or control (something) ■ 
We plan to computerize our billing system. 

2 : to provide (something) with computers ■ The office is be¬ 
ing computerized. 

3 : to put (something) into a form that a computer can use ■ 
Libraries are computerizing their records. 

— com-put-er-i-za-tion also Brit com-put-er-i-sa-tion 
/kamjpjudara'zeijan, Brit k3m,pju:t3,rai'zeij3n/ noun 
[noncount] ■ the computerization of patient records 
- computerized also Brit computerised adj ■ a com¬ 
puterized billing system ■ a computerized office/database 

Computer science noun [noncount] : the study of com¬ 
puters and their uses ■ She has a degree in computer science. 

— computer scientist noun, pi ~~ -tists [count] 
Computing noun [ noncount ] : the use of computers • busi¬ 
ness computing 

— computing adj ■ computing power ■ a computing system 
com-rade / l ka:m,r£ed, Brit 'kDm,reid/ noun, pi -rades 

[count] 

1 : a close friend you have worked with, been in the military 
with, etc. ■ He enjoys spending time with his old army com¬ 
rades. ■ He spoke fondly of his old comrades in arms. [=the 
people he fought with or worked together with to achieve 
something] 

2 Comrade — used as a title for a member of a communist 
party 

— com-rade-ly adj • a warm and comradely feeling — com¬ 
rade-ship / l ka:m,r«djip ,Brit , kDm l reid,Jip/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

1 COn /'ka:n/ noun, pi cons [count] informal : a dishonest trick 
that is done to get someone’s money ■ It was not a good in¬ 
vestment but a con [=; swindle, scam] to rob them of their sav¬ 
ings. — called also ( US) confidence game, (US) con game, 
(Brit) confidence trick, (Brit) con trick — compare 3 CON, 
*CON 

2 COn verb cons; conned; con-ning [+ obj] informal : to de¬ 
ceive or to trick (someone) : to persuade (someone) by tell¬ 
ing lies ■ We don’t like being conned. [=^ swindled] ■ They are 
accused of conning retirees out of their savings. [=of deceiv¬ 
ing retired people in order to take their savings] ■ She was 
conned into volunteering. ■ He conned his way into the job. 
[=he lied about his qualifications to get the job] 

3 COn noun, pi cons [count] informal : a person in prison 
: CONVICT ■ a tough con ■ an ex-con [=a former prisoner] 

— compare ‘con, *con 
4 COn noun, pi cons [count] 

1 : a person who is opposed to something ■ When the new 
law was proposed, we began hearing arguments from both 
the pros and the cons. [=from the people who supported it 
and the people who opposed it] 

2 : an argument against something ■ Each technology has its 
pros and cons. [=has its good parts and its bad parts] : a rea¬ 
son for not doing something ■ They carefully considered the 
pros and cons of starting their own business. [=considered 
the arguments for and against starting their own business] • 
Buying a home can be risky, but the pros outweigh the cons. 
[=the advantages outweigh the disadvantages] 

— compare ‘con, 3 CON 

5 COIl adv : against something ■ A lot has been written pro and 
con about the new law. [=both for and against the new law] 
COn artist noun, pi • -tists [count] : a person who tricks 
other people in order to get their money ■ The couple lost 
their savings to a con artist who told them he was an invest¬ 
ment broker. — called also con man, (US) confidence man 
con-cat-e-na-tion /kanjkseta'neijan/ noun, pi -tions 
[count] formal : a group of things linked together in a series • 
An extraordinary concatenation of factors led to his victory, 
con-cave /,ka:n*keiv/ adj [more most ~] : having a 
shape like the inside of a bowl : curving inward ■ a concave 
lens — opposite convex 
COn-cav-i-ty /kan'ksevati/ noun, pi -ties 
1 [noncount] : the quality or state of being concave : the 
quality of being curved inward ■ the concavity of the lens 
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2 [count] : a shape that is curved inward : a concave shape ■ 
The lower back forms a concavity. ■ The large concavities 
along the wall of the restaurant are like private rooms, 
corvceal /kan'sid/ verb -ceals; -cealed; -ceal-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to hide (something or someone) from sight ■ The sun¬ 
glasses conceal her eyes. ■ The controls are concealed behind 
a panel. ■ The defendant is accused of attempting to conceal 
evidence. — opposite reveal 

2 : to keep (something) secret ■ The editorial accused the 
government of concealing the truth. ■ She could barely con¬ 
ceal her anger. — opposite reveal 

— concealed adj ■ He was carrying a concealed [ =hidden ] 
weapon. ■ a concealed compartment — con»ceal>ment 
/kan'siilmant/ noun [noncount ] ■ concealment of evidence 
COn*ceal*er /kan'sklay noun [noncount] : a type of makeup 
that is used to hide small marks or dark areas on your face 
con-cede /kan'skd/ verb -cedes; -ced-ed; -ced-ing 

1 [+ obj ]: to say that you accept or do not deny the truth or 
existence of (something) : to admit (something) usually in an 
unwilling way ■ I concede that the work has been slow so far, 
but it should speed up soon. • When she noted that the econ¬ 
omy was actually improving, he grudgingly/reluctantly con¬ 
ceded the point. [=he admitted that she was right] ■ “Your 
plan might work,” she conceded , “but I still think mine is 
better.” ■ It is generally conceded [= acknowledged, agreed] 
that they are the superior team. [=most people agree that 
they are the superior team] 

2 : to admit that you have been defeated and stop trying to 
win [no obj] Although it seems clear that he has lost the 
election, he still refuses to concede. [+ obj] He’s not ready to 
concede the election. ■ They were forced to concede defeat. 
[=to admit that they were defeated] 

3 [+ obj] : to give away (something) usually in an unwilling 
way ■ The former ruler was forced to concede power to a 
new government. ■ The company says that workers are not 
conceding enough in negotiations. 

4 [+ obj] sports : to allow an opponent to score (a point, goal, 
etc.) ■ The team has not conceded [=allowed] a goal this half. 

con-ceit /k3n*si:t/ noun, pi -ceits 

1 [noncount] : too much pride in your own worth or good¬ 
ness ■ His conceit has earned him many enemies. 

2 [count] literary : an idea that shows imagination ■ an artis¬ 
tic conceit ■ a clever conceit 


COn*ceit*ed /kan^ktad/ adj [more most ~] : having or 
showing too much pride in your own worth or goodness ■ a 
brilliant but conceited [-vain] musician 

- con-ceit-ed-ly adv - con-ceit-ed-ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

COn-ceiv«abte /kan'skvabal/ adj : able to be imagined 
: imaginable or possible ■ They discussed the question from 
every conceivable angle. ■ It is conceivable that she will refuse 
to go. 

— con-ceiv-ably /kan'skvabli/ adv • Conceivably , the date 
could be moved up a week. ■ We could conceivably [= possi¬ 
bly] finish tomorrow. 

COn*ceive /kan'siiv/ verb -ceives; -ceived; -ceiv-ing 

1 : to think of or create (something) in the mind [+ obj] con¬ 
ceive an idea • a writer who has conceived [=imagined] an en¬ 
tire world of amazing creatures ■ When the writer conceived 
this role, he had a specific actor in mind to play the part. ■ 
The system was conceived [=invented] by a Swedish engineer. 
■ As conceived by the committee, the bill did not raise taxes. 
[no obj] — + of* They conceived of[=thought of, regarded] her 
as a genius. ■ I can’t conceive of [=imagine] a reason for not 
supporting this policy. 

2 : to become pregnant [no obj] a woman who has been un¬ 
able to conceive [+ obj] a woman who has been unable to 
conceive a child 

1 COn»cen»trate /'ka:ns3n,treit/ verb -trates; -trat-ed; 
-trat-ing 

1 [no obj]: to think about something : to give your attention 
to the thing you are doing, reading, etc. ■ All that noise 
makes it hard to concentrate. ■ The student has difficulty con¬ 
centrating. — often + on • All that noise makes it hard to con¬ 
centrate on the book I’m trying to read. ■ We need to concen¬ 
trate [-focus] on this problem. ■ We need to concentrate on 
finding ways to work more efficiently. ■ He thought about 
becoming a lawyer, but he has decided to concentrate on a 
medical career instead. [=he has decided to direct his efforts 
toward a medical career instead] 

2 [+ obj] : to cause (attention, efforts, strength, etc.) to be 
used or directed for a single purpose — usually + on • She is 
concentrating her attention on her studies. [=she is giving her 
attention to her studies] ■ We need to concentrate our efforts 
on finding ways to work more efficiently. 
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3 [+ obf] : to make (something, such as a liquid) stronger by 
removing water ■ concentrate syrup ■ The sauce should be 
simmered for a few minutes to concentrate its flavors. 
concentrate the/your mind Something that concentrates 
the/your mind makes you think very clearly. ■ Working un¬ 
der a tight deadline can concentrate the mind wonderfully. 
Concentrate noun, pi -trates : a substance that is made 
stronger or more pure by removing water [count] a frozen 
orange juice concentrate [noncount] Is this orange juice 
fresh or is it made from concentrate ? 
concentrated adj [more most ~] 

1 : made stronger or more pure by removing water ■ concen¬ 
trated orange juice 

2 : existing or happening together in one place : not spread 
out ■ a highly concentrated beam of light 

3 always used before a noun : done in a way that involves a 
lot of effort and attention ■ a concentrated [» conceited] effort 
be concentrated *>• Something that is concentrated in a 

specified place is mainly found in that place. ■ The popula¬ 
tion is concentrated near the coast. [=most of the popula¬ 
tion is near the coast] ■ Wealth is concentrated in the cities. 
[=most of the wealthy people live in the cities] ■ Power was 
concentrated in the hands of a few rich men. [=a few rich 
men had most of the power] 

COn«cen»tra«tion Aka.nssn'treijan/ noun 

1 [noncount]: the ability to give your attention or thought to 
a single object or activity : the ability to concentrate ■ the 
power of concentration ■ All that noise is disturbing my con¬ 
centration. • The job required her full concentration. ■ When 
you’re tired it’s easy to lose your concentration. 

2 : the act of giving your attention to a single object or activ¬ 
ity [singular] There was a concentration on ethics within the 
agency. • His concentration [=focus] was on gathering evi¬ 
dence for the trial, [noncount] a student who chose law as 
his field/area of concentration [=his main area of study] 

3 a : a large amount of something in one place [count] 
There is a concentration of wealth in the cities, [noncount] 
He objects to the concentration of power in the hands of a 
few rich men. b [count] : a large number of people in one 
place ■ Officials are expecting a heavy/high concentration of 
tourists I=are expecting many tourists] for the festival. 

4 [count] : the amount of an ingredient in a mixture ■ Con¬ 
taminants were found in low concentrations. [=amounts] ■ 
measuring the concentration of salt in a solution ■ They de¬ 
tected high concentrations of pollutants in the water. 

concentration camp noun, pi - camps [count]: a type 
of prison where large numbers of people who are not sol¬ 
diers are kept during a war and are usually forced to live in 
very bad conditions 

con-cen-tric /kan'sentrik/ adj : having the same center ■ 
concentric circles 

1 concept /'ka:n,sept/ noun, pi -cepts [count] : an idea of 
whafsomething is or how it works ■ She is familiar with basic 
concepts of psychology. ■ not a new concept ■ a concept bor¬ 
rowed from computer programming ■ She seems to be a little 
unclear on the concept of good manners. [=she seems not to 
understand what good manners are] 

2 COncept adj, always used before a noun 

1 : organized around a main idea or theme ■ a concept al¬ 
bum [=a collection of songs about a specific theme or story] 

2 : created to show an idea ■ a concept car [=a car built to 
test or show a new design] 

corvcep-tion /kan'scpjan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : the act or process of conceiving something: 
such as a : the process of forming an idea ■ He directed the 
project from conception to pioduction. ■ the conception of a 
new device b : the process that occurs within a woman’s 
body when she becomes pregnant ■ the moment of concep¬ 
tion 

2 : an idea of what something is or should be : CONCEPT 
[count] They have a clear conception of how the process 
works. ■ a child's conception of responsibility ■ They have 
very different conceptions of the proper role of government. 
[noncount] He has no conception of the problems we have to 
face. [=he does not understand or realize the problems we 
have to face] 

corvcep-tu-al /kan’septfawal/ adj ' based on or relating to 
ideas or concepts ■ a conceptual framework/model ■ The 
plans have both conceptual and practical difficulties. • con¬ 
ceptual art [=art that expresses an idea] 

— con-cep-tu-aMy adv ■ The software is conceptually simi¬ 
lar to an earlier product but is much easier to use. 


corvcep-tu*aMze also Brit con*cep*tu*al-ise /kan- 
‘scptfawa^aiz/ verb -iz*es; -ized; -izing : to form (an idea, 
picture, etc.) of something in your mind [+ obf] She de¬ 
scribed her plans to me, but I found them hard to conceptu¬ 
alize. • He conceptualizes the family as an economic unit. 
[no obj] A programmer needs to analyze and conceptualize in 
order to solve problems. 

- con-cep-tu-al-i-za-tion also Brit con-cep*tu-al-i-sa- 
tion /kan.septfawala'zeijan, Brit kan^eptfuaila^zeijan/ 
noun, pi -tions [count, noncount] 

1 COn»cern /kan’sa^n/ noun, pi -cerns 

1 a : a feeling of worry usually shared by many people 
[noncount] They have expressed/voiced concern about the 
cost of the project. ■ There is much/great concern among 
voters about/over the economy. = The economy is a matter 
of much/great concern to/for many voters. ■ There is some 
concern that the economy might worsen. ■ I share your con¬ 
cern about these problems. ■ Their friend’s health is a con¬ 
stant source/cause of concern. • There is no cause for con¬ 
cern. I=there is no reason to worry] [count] The governor 
needs to address voters’ concerns about/over the economy. ■ 
They have raised concerns about the cost of the project, b 
[count] : something that causes people to worry ■ The econo¬ 
my is one of our main concerns. [=the economy is one of the 
things that we are most worried/concemed about] ■ Their 
friend’s health is a constant concern. 

2 : a feeling of being interested in and caring about a person 
or thing [ noncount ] His concern with/for the well-being of 
his family is obvious. ■ She has always shown genuine/deep 
concern for the poor. ■ I appreciate your concern , but there’s 
really nothing you can do to help, [singular] She has always 
shown a genuine/deep concern for the poor. 

3 [count] : something that is regarded as important ■ She ar¬ 
ticulated the major concerns of the administration. ■ Our 
main/primary/principal concern is to assure that these prob¬ 
lems do not occur again. 

4 [count] : something that a person is responsible for or in¬ 
volved in — usually singular ■ Paying for the tickets is your 
concern [^responsibility] , not mine. • It’s not our concern. = 
It’s none of our concern. = It’s no concern of ours. [=it’s not 
our business; it doesn’t involve/concem us] 

5 [count] formal : a business or company ■ a banking concern 
• a going concern [=a successful business] 

2 concern verb -cerns; -cerned; -cern»ing [+ obj] 

■f : to relate to (something or someone) : to be about (some¬ 
thing or someone) ■ The novel concerns three soldiers. ■ This 
study concerns the noise levels in cities. 

2 : to affect or involve (someone) : to be the business or in¬ 
terest of (someone) ■ The problem concerns [=affects] us all. ■ 
This conversation doesn’t concern you. ^ The phrase To 
whom it may concern is used at the beginning of a formal let¬ 
ter (such as a letter written to a company) when the name of 
the person who will read the letter is not known. 

3 : to make (someone) worried : to cause concern for 
(someone) ■ Our mother’s illness concerns us. 

concern yourself : to become involved or interested in 
something : to give your attention to something ■ She can 
handle the problem alone. There’s no need for you to con¬ 
cern yourself. ■ There’s no need for you to concern yourself 
with/in her problem. ■ They shouldn’t concern themselves 
with/about small details, 
concerned adj [more most •—] 

1 : feeling worry or concern ■ The school’s decision is being 
questioned by a group of concerned parents. ■ Her family was 
very concerned for/about her safety. ■ Voters are deeply con¬ 
cerned about the economy. • I was concerned (to hear) that 
they stayed out too late. 

2 a : having an interest or involvement in something ■ a dis¬ 
cussion that will be of interest to everyone concerned ■ The 
lawyers called a meeting of all the concerned parties. ■ She 
was more concerned with [= interested in] flirting than with 
getting the job done. ■ ( chiefly Brit) She was concerned to 
show that she could do the job. [=she thought it was impor¬ 
tant to show that she could do it] b : having a relation to 
something ■ The memo is chiefly concerned with hiring poli¬ 
cies. I=the memo chiefly concerns hiring policies; the memo 
is chiefly about hiring policies] 

as far as (someone) Is concerned : in the opinion of 
(someone) ■ As far as Tm concerned I=in my opinion], ev¬ 
erything he says is a lie. ■ As far as she’s concerned, he is 
perfect. 

as far as (something) is concerned : about (something) 
: with regard to (something) • He has no worries as far as 
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money is concerned. [=he has no worries about money] ■ As 
far as the weather is concerned [=as for the weather ], we’ve 
been having nothing but rain for the past week, 
concerning prep : relating to (something or someone) 
: about • news concerning friends • There is some confusion 
concerning [regarding] his current whereabouts. 
concert /'kcunsa-t/ noun, pi -certs [count] : a public perfor¬ 
mance of music ■ a rock concert ■ a classical concert ■ The or¬ 
chestra will be giving/having/holding a free concert. — 
sometimes used before another noun ■ a live concert perfor¬ 
mance ■ a concert pianist • a concert hall 
in concert 1 formal : together ■ The FBI and the local 
police acted in concert to solve the murder. — often + with 
■ The FBI acted in concert with the local police to solve the 
murder. 2 : performing at a concert ■ I went to hear them 
in concert . [=in a public performance] 
con-cert-ed /kan'sMsd/ adj, always used before a noun 
: done in a planned and deliberate way usually by several or 
many people ■ They made a concerted effort to make her feel 
welcome. ■ a concerted action/campaign • a concerted attack 
COn*cert*goer /'kainsa^gowa 1 / noun, pi -goers [count]: a 
person who often goes to concerts or who is at a particular 
concert ■ a large crowd of concertgoers 
1 COn-cer-ti-na /jkainsa-'tirna/ noun, pi -nas [count] : a musi¬ 
cal instrument that resembles a small accordion and that is 
played by pressing the ends together 
2 COncertina verb -nas; -naed; -na-ing [no obj] Brit : to 
fold or collapse together ■ The car concertinaed on impact. 
C0n-cert*mas«ter /'kainsa'tjimestas Brit 'konsat,moists/ 
noun, pi -ters [count] chiefly US : a musician who is the lead¬ 
ing violin player and the assistant conductor of an orchestra 

— called also (Brit) leader 

COn-cer-tO /kan'tfe^tou/ noun, pi -ti /-,ti:/ or -tos [count] 
: a piece of music for one or more main instruments with an 
orchestra ■ a violin concerto 
con-ces-sion /kan'sejan/ noun, pi -sions 

1 [count] : the act of conceding something: such as a : the 
act of giving up something or doing something in order to 
reach agreement * The company has been unwilling to make 
concessions (to the strikers) during negotiations, b : the 
act of admitting that you have been defeated in a contest ■ 
We are waiting for his concession of the election. ■ The candi¬ 
date made an emotional concession speech when it was 
clear that he had lost. 

2 [count] : something that you allow or do to end a conflict 
or reach an agreement > The strikers have won/gained/se¬ 
cured some important/major concessions from the company. 

3 [count] : something that is done because a particular situa¬ 
tion makes it necessary or desirable — + to ■ Her sensible 
shoes are a concession to comfort. [=she wears sensible shoes 
because they are comfortable] ■ He takes afternoon naps 
now in/as a concession to his old age. 

4 US a [count] : the right to sell something or do business 
on property that belongs to the government or to another 
company or person • a mining concession b [count] : a small 
business or shop where things are sold in a public place 
(such as a sports stadium) ■ He runs a concession that sells 
hot dogs and hamburgers at the ballpark. • We got hot dogs 
at the concession stand. C concessions [plural] : things 
sold at a concession stand ■ He has a license to sell conces¬ 
sions at the ballpark. 

5 [count] Brit : a special lower price or rate * tax concessions 
[=tax breaks] ■ student concessions [-discounts] 

COn*ceS a Sion«aire /kan^eja'nea*/ noun, pi -aires [count] 
: a person or business that has been given the right to sell 
something on property owned by someone else : a person or 
business that has been given a concession (sense 4a) 
conch /'kairjk, 'ka:ntf/ noun, pi conchs /'kaigks/ or 
conch-es /*ka:ntfaz/ [count] : a type of shellfish that lives 
in a large shell which has the form of a spiral; also : the shell 
of a conch 

con-cierge / l ka:nsi , e3‘3/ noun, pi -cierg-es [count] 

1 : a person in an apartment building especially in France 
who takes care of the building and checks the people who 
enter and leave 

2 chiefly US : an employee at a hotel whose job is to provide 
help and information to the people staying at the hotel 

con-cil-i-ate /kan'sili.eit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing [+ 
obj] formal: to make (someone) more friendly or less angry • 
The company’s attempts to conciliate the strikers have failed. 

— corucil-i-a-tion /kanjsili'eijan/ noun [noncount] — con- 
cil-l-a-tor /kan'sili,eit tt! noun, pi -tors [count] 


COn-Cil-ia-tO-ry /kan'silija,tori, Brit kan'siliatri/ adj [more 
most ~]: intended to make someone less angry • a concil¬ 
iatory note/message/statement • She tried to sound concilia¬ 
tory in discussing the current controversy, 
con-cise /kan'sais/ adj [more most ~] : using few words 
: not including extra or unnecessary information ■ a clear 
and concise account of the accident • a concise summary ■ a 
concise definition 

— con-cise-ly adv— con-cise-ness noun [noncount] 

synonyms concise, terse, succinct, laconic, and 
pithy mean expressing or stating an idea by using only a 
few words. CONCISE is the most general of these words 
and suggests a lack of extra or unnecessary information. ■ 
She provided a concise description of the problem. TERSE 
suggests that you are using very few words in a way that 
may seem rude. ■ “I’m not interested” was his terse reply. 
SUCCINCT suggests that the words you use are clear and 
helpful in explaining something. • The article provides a 
succinct overview of the region’s history, laconic sug¬ 
gests the use of words that may seem rude, indifferent, or 
mysterious. ■ an aloof and laconic stranger • She is known 
for her laconic style of writing, pithy suggests the skillful 
or meaningful use of a small number of words. ■ a comedy 
sharpened by pithy one-liners ■ pithy prose 

COn-Clave /'ka:n,kleiv/ noun, pi -claves [count] formal: a 
private or secret meeting or group • a conclave of bishops 
con-clude /kan'klu:d/ verb -eludes; -clud-ed; -clud-ing 

1 a [no obj] : to stop or finish : to come to an end ■ The in¬ 
vestigation has not yet concluded. : to end in a particular 
way or with a particular action • The meeting concluded at 
noon. ■ The chairman concluded by wishing us all a happy 
holiday, b [+ obj] \ to cause (something) to stop or finish ■ 
conclude [-end] a speech : to end (something) in a particular 
way or with a particular action • We concluded the meeting 
on a happy note. ■ The chairman concluded his speech by 
wishing us all a happy holiday. 

2 [+ obj] : to form or state (an opinion) : to decide (some¬ 
thing) after a period of thought or research • We conclude 
from our review of the evidence that they are right. • Many 
studies have concluded that smoking is dangerous. ■ The 
speech, many historians concluded , was the most important 
of his career. 

3 [+ obj] : to complete (something, such as a business deal) 
: to bring about (something) as a result • Their effort to con¬ 
clude an agreement was a success. ■ conclude a sale 

concluding adj ■ coming at the end of something : final ■ 
the book’s concluding chapter ■ the concluding [=last] days of 
the campaign ■ a concluding remark 
con-clu-sion /kan'klu^an/ noun, pi -sions 

1 [count] : a final decision or judgment : an opinion or deci¬ 
sion that is formed after a period of thought or research ■ 
What is your conclusion ? [=what do you conclude?] ■ The ev¬ 
idence does not support the report’s conclusions. • The evi¬ 
dence points/leads to the inescapable conclusion that she was 
negligent. ■ The logical/obvious conclusion is that she was 
negligent. ■ What led/brought you to that conclusion ? ■ After 
thinking about it, we came to the conclusion [=we decidedj 
that we shouldn’t go. ■ Scientists haven’t yet reached a con¬ 
clusion [=made a judgment/decision] on/about the causes of 
this illness. ■ They haven’t yet arrived at a conclusion. ■ Is it 
possible to draw conclusions [=make judgments] from this 
evidence? -0" To jump/leap to conclusions is to make judg¬ 
ments too quickly before knowing all the facts. • The evi¬ 
dence suggests that he’s to blame, but let’s be careful not to 
jump to conclusions. He may have a good explanation for 
what happened. • We should hear his explanation before we 
jump to the conclusion that he’s to blame. 

2 [count] : the last part of something : end — usually singu¬ 
lar ■ Many people were upset at the conclusion of the meet¬ 
ing. [=when the meeting concluded/ended] ■ a satisfactory 
conclusion to the negotiations ■ The conclusion of her speech 
contained some surprising news. • The strike has finally 
reached its conclusion. [=has finally ended] ■ At this point, 
his victory seems to be a foregone conclusion. [=his victory 
seems certain; there seems to be no doubt that he will win] 

3 : the act of concluding or finishing something or the state 
of being finished [singular] We had hoped for a quick con¬ 
clusion of/to the war. [=had hoped that the war would end 
quickly] ■ The case was finally brought to a conclusion [=was 
finally concluded] last week, [noncount] the conclusion of a 
business deal ■ The case was finally brought to conclusion 
last week. 
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in conclusion — used to introduce the final comments at 
the end of a speech or a piece of writing ■ In conclusion , I 
would like to thank you for inviting me to speak tonight. 
COn-Clll-Sive /kan'klu'.siv/ adj [more most ~] : showing 
that something is certainly true ■ conclusive evidence/proof 
-opposite INCONCLUSIVE 

— con-clu-sive-ly adv ■ They proved conclusively that they 
can compete with the best teams. — con-clu-sive-ness 
noun [noncount] 

COn-COCt /kan'ka.kt/ verb -cocts; -coct-ed; -coct-ing [+ 

obj I 

1 : to make (a food or drink) by mixing different things to¬ 
gether ■ The drink was first concocted by a bartender in New 
York. ■ She concocted a stew from the leftovers. 

2 : to invent or develop (a plan, story, etc.) especially in or¬ 
der to trick or deceive someone • They had concocted [Re¬ 
vised] a scheme/plan to steal money from the company. • He 
concocted [= fabricated , invented] an elaborate excuse for 
why he couldn’t come in to work today. 

con-coc-tion /kan'ka.k/an/ noun, pi -tions [count] 
: something (such as a food or drink) that is made by mixing 
together different things ■ Would you like to try my new con¬ 
coction? 

1 Con«COm«i»tant /kan'karmatant/ adj, formal : happening 
at the same time as something else ■ The drug’s risks increase 
with the concomitant use of alcohol. — often + with ■ chang¬ 
es that are concomitant with population growth 

— con-com-i-tant-ly adv 

Concomitant noun, pi -tants [count] formal : something 
that happens at the same time as something else : a condi¬ 
tion that is associated with some other condition ■ hunger, a 
lack of education, and other concomitants of poverty 
con-cord /'ka:n,ko &d/ noun [noncount] 

1 formal : a state in which people or things agree with each 
other and exist together in a peaceful way ■ They lived in 
peace and concord, [-harmony] 

2 grammar : a state in which the different parts of a sentence 
or phrase agree with each other ■ grammatical concord ■ sub¬ 
ject and verb concord [=(more commonly) agreement] 

con-cord-ance /kan'koadans/ noun.pl -anc-es 

1 [noncount] formal : a state in which things agree and do 
not conflict with each other ■ There is little concordance be¬ 
tween the two studies. ■ The witness’s testimony was not in 
concordance with [=did not agree with] the rest of the evi¬ 
dence. 

2 [count]: an alphabetical list of all of the words in a book or 
in a set of works written by an author ■ a concordance of 
Shakespeare’s plays 

COn-COrd-ant /kan'koadant/ adj, formal : in agreement 
: having the same characteristics ■ All three tests have con¬ 
cordant results. — often + with ■ His views are concordant 
with those of the president. 

COn-COUrse /'kamikoas/ noun, pi -cours-es [count] : a 
large open space or hall in a public building ■ the concourse 
of the bus terminal ■ an airport concourse 
1 COn-Crete /'ka.n.kri.t/ noun [noncount ]: a hard, strong ma- 
terial that is used for building and made by mixing cement, 
sand, and broken rocks with water ■ slabs of concrete — see 
also REINFORCED CONCRETE 

2 cpn-Crete /kan'kri.t/ adj 

1 : made of concrete ■ a concrete floor/wall ■ concrete blocks 
■ concrete structures 

2 [more most ~]: relating to or involving specific people, 
things, or actions rather than general ideas or qualities ■ It’s 
helpful to have concrete examples of how words are used in 
context. ■ The police suspected that he was guilty, but they 
had no concrete evidence against him. f=the police had no 
clear and definite proof that he committed the crime] ■ con¬ 
crete facts ■ Does anyone have any concrete [-specific] sug¬ 
gestions for how we can fix this? ■ We hope the meetings will 
produce concrete results. — opposite abstract 

— con-crete-ly adv ■ Countries must deal with the problem 
more concretely. [=countries must develop more specific 
ideas for how they will deal with the problem] — con¬ 
crete-ness noun [noncount] 

3 Con-crete / , ka;n,kri:t/ verb -cretes; -cret-ed; -cret-ing [+ 

obj] Brit: to cover or form (something) with concrete ■ They 
concreted (over) their drive. 

concrete jungle noun, pi ~ jungles [count] informal : a 
modem city or part of a city regarded as an unpleasant place 
filled with large, ugly buildings — usually singular ■ I finally 
got out of the concrete jungle and moved to the country. 


concrete mixer noun, pi ~ -ers [count] Brit : cement 
mixer 

COn-CU-bine / , ka:nkju,bam/ noun, pi -bines [count] : an 
unmarried woman who has sex with a man and lives with the 
man and his wife or wives "v* Concubines were common in 
many different societies in the past. ■ the king's concubines 

con-cur /kan'k ad verb -curs; -curred; -cur-ring [no obj] 
formal : to agree with someone or something ■ We concur 
that more money should be spent on education. ■ “I think 
more time is needed.” ‘‘I concur." — often + with ■ She con¬ 
curred with the judge’s ruling. = She concurred with the judge, 
con-cur-rence /kan'karans/ noun, pi -renc-es formal 

1 [noncount] : the state of agreeing with someone or some¬ 
thing : agreement ■ The bill was passed with the full con¬ 
currence of the Senate. [=everyone in the Senate agreed to 
pass the bill] 

2 [count] : a situation in which two or more things happen at 
the same time : a situation in which things are concurrent — 
usually singular • an unlikely concurrence of events 

COn-CUr-rent /kan'karant/ adj, formal : happening at the 
same time ■ the concurrent use of two medications ■ He’s cur¬ 
rently serving two concurrent life sentences for murder. 

— con-cur-rent-ly adv ■ The two sentences will be served 
concurrently. 

Con-CUSS /kan'kxs/ verb -cuss-es; -cussed; -cuss-ing 

[+ obj] : to cause (someone) to suffer a concussion — often 
used as (be) concussed ■ He lay concussed on the ground. 

COn-CUS-sion /kan'kAjan/ noun, pi -sions : an injury to 
the brain that is caused by something hitting the head very 
hard [count] (US) ■ She suffered a severe concussion after 
falling on the ice. [ noncount ] (Brit) ■ He went to hospital 
with concussion. 

con-demn /kan'dem/ verb -demns; -demned; -demn- 

ing [+obj] 

1 : to say in a strong and definite way that someone or some¬ 
thing is bad or wrong ■ We strongly condemn this attack 
against our allies. ■ The government condemns all acts of ter¬ 
rorism. ■ The country condemns the use of violence on pris¬ 
oners. ■ The school condemns cheating, and any student 
caught cheating will be expelled. — often +for ■ People are 
condemning him for supporting the old government. ■ Voters 
condemned her for lying about her past. — often + as ■ They 
were condemned as criminals/heretics/rebels/traitors. ■ The 
policy was condemned as racist. 

2 a : to give (someone) a usually severe punishment — usu¬ 
ally + to • The jury quickly convicted her and condemned 
[=, sentenced] her to death. — often used as (be) condemned ■ 
She was condemned to death. • a condemned man [=a man 
who has been sentenced to death] b : to cause (someone) to 
suffer or live in difficult or unpleasant conditions — + to ■ 
His lack of education condemned him to a life of poverty. — 
often used as (be) condemned ■ She was condemned to 
[=forced to live] a life of loneliness and suffering. 

3 : to close (a building, house, etc.) for not being safe or 
clean enough for people to use ■ City officials condemned 
our apartment building and forced us to leave. — often used 
as (be) condemned ■ The houses were condemned after floods 
caused extensive damage. • The condemned building was 
tom down. 

COn-dem-na-tion /,ka:ndam'neijan/ noun, pi -tions : a 
statement or expression of very strong and definite criticism 
or disapproval [ noncount ] The plan has drawn condemna¬ 
tion from both sides, [count] The government’s statement 
was a condemnation of all acts of terrorism. 

COn-den-sa-tion /,ka:ndan'sei/an/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : small drops of water that form on a cold sur¬ 
face ■ When we heat the house in the winter, condensation 
forms on the windows. ■ Condensation dripped from the air 
conditioner. 

2 [noncount] technical : the process by which a gas cools and 
becomes a liquid ■ the processes of evaporation and conden¬ 
sation 

3 a [noncount] : the act or process of making something 
(such as a piece of writing) shorter : the act or process of 
condensing something ■ The editor found condensation of 
the play very difficult, b [count] : a piece of writing that has 
been made shorter : a condensed piece of writing ■ a conden¬ 
sation of one of Shakespeare’s plays 

con-dense /kan'dcns/ verb -dens-es; -densed; -dens- 
ing 

1 [+ obj]: to make (something) shorter or smaller by remov¬ 
ing parts that are less important ■ The information is collect- 
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ed and then passed on to the CEO in condensed form. ■ a con¬ 
densed [^abridged] version of the story — often + to or into ■ 
We’ve condensed the most important news down to a few 
paragraphs. ■ Every week, they condense several hours of 
videotape into a one half-hour TV show. ■ The book condens¬ 
es nearly 50 years of history into 200 pages. 

2 [no obj] : to change from a gas into a liquid ■ The cooler 
temperatures cause the gas to condense into a liquid. • Mois¬ 
ture in the air condenses to form tiny drops of water. 

3 [+ obj] : to remove water from (something) to make it 
thicker ■ Condense the milk by cooking it slowly. ■ a can of 
condensed soup [=soup that has had much of the water re¬ 
moved and that is served by heating it with milk or water] 

Condensed milk noun [noncount] : canned milk with sug¬ 
ar added and much of the water removed ■ a can of sweet¬ 
ened condensed milk — compare evaporated milk 
con-dens-er /kan'dcnsa 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] technical 

1 : a device used for changing a gas into a liquid ■ a steam 
condenser 

2 : a device used for storing electrical energy 
con-de-scend Akcundi'send/ verb -scends; -scend-ed; 

-scend-ing [no obj] formal + disapproving 

1 : to show that you believe you are more intelligent or bet¬ 
ter than other people ■ The author treats her readers as 
equals and never condescends (to them). 

2 : to do something that you usually do not do because you 
believe you are too important to do it — usually followed by 
to + verb ■ She condescends to speak to me only when she 
needs something. 

condescending adj [more most ~] disapproving 
: showing that you believe you are more intelligent or better 
than other people ■ She spoke to us in a condescending [= pa¬ 
tronizing ] tone. ■ His comments were offensive and conde¬ 
scending to us. ■ a condescending attitude 
- con-de-scend-ing-ly adv 

con-de-scen-sion Akcrnd^senjan/ noun [noncount] : the 
attitude or behavior of people who believe they are more in¬ 
telligent or better than other people ■ The author discusses 
the politics of the region without condescension. [=without 
suggesting that he is more intelligent than the readers] 

COn-di«ment /'kccndamant/ noun, pi -merits [count] 
: something (such as salt, mustard, or ketchup) that is added 
to food to give it more flavor 
1 COn«di»tion /kanWan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : a way of living or existing • Happiness is the 
state or condition of being happy. ■ The need to be loved is 
simply part of the human condition. [=being human] 

2 : the state in which something exists : the physical state of 
something [count] The museum restores paintings to their 
original conditions. [=the museum makes the paintings look 
the way they were originally] [noncount] The car is in excel¬ 
lent/perfect (physical) condition. • Both clocks are still in 
good working condition. [=both clocks still work well] 

3 [singular] : the physical or mental state of a person or ani¬ 
mal ■ The driver was taken to the hospital where he was re¬ 
ported to be in (a) good/stable/critical condition. ■ Their 
weakened condition makes them more likely to get sick. ■ He 
can’t drive in that condition. [=he is too drunk, ill, upset, etc., 
to drive] ■ The players are all in excellent physical condition. 
[=shape] If you are in no condition to do something, you 
are not physically or mentally able to do it. ■ I was in no con¬ 
dition to go to work yesterday. [=1 was too sick to go to work] 
■ He is in no condition to drive. [=he is too drunk, ill, etc., to 
drive] If you are in condition or in good/excellent (etc.) 
condition, you are strong and healthy. ■ She was running ev¬ 
ery evening to stay/keep in condition. ■ The players are all in 
good condition. <*• If you are out of condition or In poor/bad 
(etc.) condition, you are not strong and not ready to work or 
play a sport. ■ He’s overweight and out of condition. ■ She 
hasn’t been taking care of herself and is in poor condition. 

4 [count] : a sickness or disease that a person has for a long 
time • He was born with a serious heart condition. ■ heredi¬ 
tary/genetic conditions ■ The condition is often fatal. ■ Her 
medical condition made it impossible for her to walk. 

5 conditions [plural] a : the situation in which someone or 
something lives, works, etc. ■ The organization is working to 
improve conditions for the poor by providing them with jobs, 
health care, and better housing. ■ They need better living 
conditions. ■ Companies must provide safe working condi¬ 
tions for their employees. ■ This type of plant can live in very 
dry conditions. ■ Both teams had trouble with the difficult 
playing conditions. ■ dangerous driving conditions b : the 


things that affect the way something is or happens : the 
characteristics of a situation ■ The President discussed the 
social and economic conditions of the country. • New poli¬ 
cies have made conditions more favorable for small business¬ 
es. ■ Scientists controlled the conditions of the experiment. ■ 
Under certain conditions [=in certain circumstances], it is 
possible to take the test at a later date. ■ I will only take the 
job under the right set of conditions. C : the type of weather 
that occurs at a particular time ■ weather/atmospheric condi¬ 
tions ■ The area is experiencing cold/dry conditions. ■ severe 
drought conditions 

6 [count] : something that you must do or accept in order for 
something to happen ■ The buyer must meet the terms and 
conditions of the contract. ■ It was a condition of employ¬ 
ment that I join the union. [=1 had to join the union in order 
to get the job] * You can go on one condition: you have to fin¬ 
ish your homework. [=you can go only if you finish your 
homework] *$■ If you agree to do something on (the) condi¬ 
tion that something happens, you will do it only if that thing 
happens. ■ She spoke on the condition that she not be identi¬ 
fied. = She spoke on condition of anonymity. • He taught me 
the trick on condition that I never tell anyone else how to do 
it. 

7 [count] : something that must happen or exist in order for 
something else to happen — usually + for or of • Hard work 
is a necessary condition for/of success. 

under no condition — used to say that something is defi¬ 
nitely not allowed ■ Under no condition are you to answer 
the phone. [=you are not to answer the phone at all] 
Condition verb -tions; -tioned; -tion-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to train or influence (a person or an animal) to do some¬ 
thing or to think or behave in a certain way because of a re¬ 
peated experience — often used as (be) conditioned • an ex¬ 
periment in which mice are conditioned to press a button in 
order to receive food ■ People have been conditioned to ex¬ 
pect immediate results. ■ conditioned behavior/responses/re¬ 
flexes 

2 : to make (something, such as hair or leather) softer and 
less dry by applying a liquid ■ She shampoos and conditions 
[=uses conditioner on] her hair daily. 

be conditioned on/upon formal — used to say that some¬ 
thing will happen only if something else also happens ■ 
Payment is conditioned on/upon completion of the project. 
[=if you complete the project, you will be paid] 
1 COn>di>tion.al /kan'dljanl/ adj 

1 — used to describe something (such as an agreement) that 
will happen only if something else also happens ■ She had a 
conditional agreement with her father that she could use the 
car if she paid for the gas. ■ a conditional sale of land — often 
+ on or upon • Our agreement is conditional on/upon your 
raising the needed money. — compare unconditional 

2 grammar : showing or used to show that something is true 
or happens only if something else is true or happens ■ “If she 
speaks, you must listen” is a conditional sentence. ■ The sen¬ 
tence contains the conditional clause “if she speaks.” 

- con*di*tion-aMy adv ■ The company has conditionally 
agreed to sell 20 percent of its stock. 

Conditional noun, pi -als grammar 

1 [count] : a word, clause, or sentence that shows that some¬ 
thing is true or happens only if something else is true or hap¬ 
pens ■ The clause “if she speaks” is a conditional. 

2 the conditional : the mood or form that is used to say that 
something is true or happens only if something else is true or 
happens ■ The conditional is often marked by the word “if.” 

con-di-tion-er /kan'dijan zrl noun, pi -ers [count, non¬ 
count] 

1 : a thick liquid that you put on your hair after washing it 
to make it softer and less dry 

2 Brit : fabric softener 

- see also air conditioner 
COn-di-tion*ing /kan'difami}/ noun [noncount] 

1 chiefly US : the process of becoming stronger and healthier 
by following a regular exercise program and diet ■ the team’s 
excellent physical conditioning ■ aerobic conditioning [drain¬ 
ing] — often used before another noun ■ After a three week 
conditioning program, he was ready to compete. ■ strength 
and conditioning workouts 

2 : the act or process of training a person or animal to do 
something or to behave in a certain way in a particular situa¬ 
tion ■ social conditioning • With the proper conditioning, the 
horse will learn to trust and obey its handler. 

- see also air-conditioning 
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COn-dO /'kaindou/ noun, pi -dos [count] US : condomini¬ 
um 

con-do-lence /kan'doulans/ noun, pi -lenc-es : a feeling 
or expression of sympathy and sadness especially when 
someone is suffering because of the death of a family mem¬ 
ber, a friend, etc. [noncount] The governor issued a state¬ 
ment of condolence to the victims’ families. ■ a letter of con¬ 
dolence [plural] We wish to express/offer/send our sincere 
condolence s to your family. ■ Please accept my condolences . 
COn-dom /'karndam/ noun, pi -doms [count] : a thin rub¬ 
ber covering that a man wears on his penis during sex in or¬ 
der to prevent a woman from becoming pregnant or to pre¬ 
vent the spread of diseases — called also rubber, ( Brit) sheath 
COn-do-min-i-um ^kainda'minijam/ noun, pi -urns 
[count] chiefly US 

1 : a room or set of rooms that is owned by the people who 
live there and that is part of a larger building containing oth¬ 
er similar sets of rooms — compare apartment 

2 : a building that contains condominiums 
con-done /kan'doun/ verb -dones; -doned; -don.ing [+ 

obf] : to forgive or approve (something that is considered 
wrong) : to allow (something that is considered wrong) to 
continue ■ a government that has been accused of condoning 
racism — often used in negative statements ■ We cannot con¬ 
done [=excuse] that kind of behavior. 

COn-dor /'kcr.nidoa/ noun, pi -dors [count] : a very large 
black bird from South America or a related bird from North 
America 

COn-dll-Cive /kan'du.siv, Brit kan'dju:siv/ ad], not used be¬ 
fore a noun [more most —] formal : making it easy, possi¬ 
ble, or likely for something to happen or exist — + to ■ The 
school tries to create an atmosphere (that is) conducive to 
learning. [=an atmosphere that makes learning easier] ■ Hot, 
dry weather is conducive to the spread of forest fires. 

1 con-duct /kan*dAkt/ verb -ducts; -duct-ed; -duct*ing 

1 [+ obj] : to plan and do (something, such as an activity) ■ 
The police are conducting an investigation into last week's 
robbery. ■ scientists conducting research/experiments ■ I like 
the way the company conducts business. ■ The magazine con¬ 
ducted a survey. ■ Who will be conducting the meeting? ■ The 
committee is expected to conduct hearings in May. 

2 : to direct the performance of (musicians or singers) [+ 
obf] He conducts the choir with great skill and emotion. ■ 
conducting the music of Mozart [no obf] She conducts ex¬ 
tremely well. 

3 always followed by a preposition or adverb [+ obf] formal : to 
guide or lead (someone) through or around a place ■ Our 
guide slowly conducted us through the museum. ■ Our guide 
conducted us along the path. 

4 [+ obf] technical : to allow (heat or electricity) to move 
from one place to another ■ Metals conduct electricity well. 
conduct yourself : to behave especially in a public or for¬ 
mal situation ■ The way you conduct yourself in an inter¬ 
view often determines whether or not you get the job. ■ She 
conducted herself as a professional and earned the respect 
of her coworkers. ■ I don't approve of the way he conducts 
himself. 

2 COn-duct / l ka:n.dAkt/ noun [noncount] somewhat formal 

1 : the way that a person behaves in a particular place or sit¬ 
uation ■ A panel investigated her conduct and she was subse¬ 
quently fired. ■ His personal conduct reflected poorly on the 
company. [=she behaved in a way that made the company 
look bad] ■ professional/sexual conduct 

2 : the way that something is managed or directed — + of ■ 
Laws and regulations control the conduct [-management] of 
business and trade. 

COn-dllC-tion /kan'dAkJan/ noun [noncount] technical : the 
movement of heat or electricity through something (such as 
metal or water) ■ the conduction of electricity 
COn-dllC-tiv-i-ty /,ka:n,dAk'tiV3ti/ noun [noncount] techni¬ 
cal : the ability to move heat or electricity from one place to 
another : the power to conduct heat or electricity ■ measur¬ 
ing the conductivity of different metals 
- con-duc-tive /kan'dAktiv/ ad] [more most ~] ■ Copper 
is a conductive material. 

COn-dllC-tor /kan'dAkte/ noun, pi -tors [count] 

1 : a person who stands in front of people while they sing or 
play musical instruments and directs their performance 

2 : a person who collects money or tickets from passengers 
on a train or bus — called also (Brit) guard 

3 : a material or object that allows electricity or heat to 
move through it ■ Metal is a good conductor of electricity. 


COn-dlJC-tress /kan'dAktras/ noun, pi -tress*es [count] 
: a woman who is a conductor 

COn-dllit /'ka^durwat, Brit 'kondit/ noun, pi -duits [count] 

1 technical : a pipe or tube through which something (such 
as water or wire) passes 

2 formal : someone or something that is used as a way of 
sending something (such as information or money) from one 
place or person to another ■ The council serves as a conduit 
[= channel] of information between the school and the chil¬ 
dren’s parents. — often +for • a port that has been a conduit 
for the trade of illegal weapons 

1 cone /'koun/ noun, pi cones [count] 

1 : a shape that has a pointed top and sides that form a circle 
at the bottom 

2 : a hard and dry part that is the fruit of a pine tree or other 
evergreen plant and contains many seeds 

3 a : something that looks like a cone ■ He scooped out the 
popcorn with a paper cone. — see also TRAFFIC CONE b 
: the top of a volcano 

4 : a thin crisp cookie that is usually shaped like a cone and 
that is used to hold ice cream ■ Would you like your ice 
cream in a dish or a conel\ also : a cone filled with ice cream 

■ I’d like two ice-cream cones, please. — see also snow 
cone 

2 cone verb cones; coned; coning 

cone off [phrasal verb] cone off (something) Brit : to close 
off (a road or part of a road) with traffic cones ■ The road 
was partially coned off while the repairs were being made, 
con-fec-tion /kan'fekjan/ noun, pi -tions [count] : a very 
sweet food ■ an assortment of delicious cakes and other con¬ 
fections — often + of* a confection of cream, chocolate, and 
nuts — sometimes used figuratively ■ a delightful literary 
confection 

con-fec-tion-er /kanTek/ana 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a 
person or business that makes or sells confections (such as 
chocolates and candies) 

confectioners’ sugar noun [noncount] US : powdered 
SUGAR 

COn-feC-tion-ery /kan'fekja,neri, Brit kan'fekfanri/ noun 
[noncount] somewhat formal : sweet foods (such as fudge and 
candy) — often used before another noun ■ a confectioneiy 
shop 

COn-fed-er-a-cy /kan'fedarasi/ noun, pi -cies 

1 [count] : a group of people, countries, organizations, etc., 
that are joined together in some activity or effort ■ a confed¬ 
eracy of native tribes 

2 the Confederacy : the group of 11 southern states that 
separated themselves from the U.S. during the American 
Civil War ■ the last state to join the Confederacy 

COn-fed-er-ate /kan'fedarat/ noun, pi -ates [count] 

1 formal: a person who helps someone do something • He 
turned to his confederates [=allies. accomplices] for help. 

2 Confederate : a soldier, citizen, or supporter of the Con¬ 
federacy during the American Civil War • the Yankees and 
the Confederates 

Con-fed-er-ate /kan'fedarat/ ad] : of or relating to the 
Confederacy of the American Civil War ■ Confederate states/ 
soldiers/money ■ the Confederate flag/army 
COn-fed-er-a-tion /kan,feda'rei/an/ noun, pi -tions 
[count] : a group of people, countries, organizations, etc., 
that are joined together in some activity or effort ■ a loose 
confederation [=coalition] of businesses 
con-fer /kan'fo/ verb -fers; -ferred; -fer-rlng formal 

1 [no obf]: to discuss something important in order to make 
a decision ■ The lawyer and judge conferred about the ruling. 
— often + with ■ I’ll confer with [=consult] my wife and let 
you know what we decide. 

2 [+ °bj] : to give (something, such as a degree, award, title, 
right, etc.) to someone or something — usually + on or upon 
• The university will confer an honoraiy degree on the gover¬ 
nor. • The law conferred upon people over the age of 18 the 
right to vote. 

COn-fer-ee /,ka:nfa'ri:/ noun, pi -ees [count] US, formal 
: someone who participates in a conference — usually plural 

■ Conferees from the Senate and the House will begin debat¬ 
ing the issue next week. 

con-fer-ence /'ka-.nfarans/ noun, pi -enc»es 
1 [count] : a formal meeting in which many people gather in 
order to talk about ideas or problems related to a particular 
topic (such as medicine or business) usually for several days 

■ The organization held/hosted its annual conference in New 
York this year. ■ national conferences on women’s health ■ an 
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international peace conference [=a meeting in which leaders 
of many countries talk about peace] ■ a conference of foreign 
ministers — sometimes used before another noun ■ a confer¬ 
ence center [=a large building where conferences are held] 

2 : a formal meeting in which a small number of people talk 
about something [count] Our boss called a conference to dis¬ 
cuss the new changes, [noncount] He spent an hour in con¬ 
ference with the president. — often used before another 
noun ■ a conference room/table — see also conference 

CALL, NEWS CONFERENCE, PRESS CONFERENCE 

3 [count] US : a group of sports teams that play against each 
other and that are part of a larger league of teams ■ a football 
conference ■ the champions of the American Football Confer¬ 
ence — often used before another noun ■ the conference 
champions/championship 

conference call noun, pi ~ calls [count ]: a telephone call 
in which someone talks to several people at the same time 
con-fer-ment /ksn'fa^msnt/ noun [noncount] formal : the 
act of giving something (such as a degree, award, title, or 
right) to someone : the act of conferring something ■ the 
conferment of degrees/privileges 
confess /ksn'fes/ verb -fess-es; -fessed; -fess-ing 

1 : to admit that you did something wrong or illegal [no obj] 
He confessed after being questioned for many hours. — of¬ 
ten + to ■ He’s still refusing to confess to the murder. ■ No one 
confessed to taking the pen. ■ She confessed to having lied to 
me in the past. [=she told me that she lied to me] [+ obj] She 
confessed [= admitted] that she stole the necklace. ■ He will¬ 
ingly confessed his crime/guilt. 

2 : to talk about or admit something that makes you embar¬ 
rassed, ashamed, etc. [+ obj\ He confessed (that) he got lost 
and had to ask for directions. ■ I have to confess that I was 
afraid at first. ■ I must confess [=1 am a little embarrassed to 
say] that I know nothing about computers. ■ He never con¬ 
fessed his love for her. [=he never told her that he loved her] 
[no obj] — usually + to ■ She confessed to a love of trashy ro¬ 
mance novels. [=she admitted that she loves trashy romance 
novels] ■ I confess to being a little unsure about what to do. 

3 : to tell (your sins) to God or to a priest [+ obj] I confessed 
my sins to the priest, [no obj] I haven’t confessed [=gone to 
confession] in three months. 

— confessed acjj ■ a confessed murderer — see also self- 
confessed 

COIl*fes*sion /kan'fejsn/ noun , pi -sions 

1 [count] : a written or spoken statement in which you say 
that you have done something wrong or committed a crime ■ 
She went to the police station and made/gave a full confes¬ 
sion. ■ a written/signed confession 

2 [count] : the act of telling people something that makes 
you embarrassed, ashamed, etc. ■ I have a confession to 
make: I have never done this before. • a confession of weak¬ 
ness/failure/error 

3 a [count ]: the act of telling your sins to God or to a priest ■ 
The priest will hear confessions after mass today, b [non¬ 
count] : the activity of telling a priest your sins ■ I haven’t 
gone/been to confession in three years. 

4 [count] : a formal statement in which you express your re¬ 
ligious beliefs ■ a confession of faith 

1 COn-feS a Sion-al /ksn'fejanl/ noun, pi -als [count] : a pri¬ 
vate place inside a church where a priest hears confessions 
2 COnfessional adj [more most —] : telling private infor¬ 
mation about a person’s life ■ confessional interviews of fa¬ 
mous actors ■ confessional poetry/writing 
COIVfeS'SOr /kan'fesa 1 / noun, pi -sors [count] : a priest 
who listens to a person’s confession 
COn-feMi /ksn'feti/ noun [noncount] : small pieces of 
brightly colored paper that people often throw at celebra¬ 
tions (such as weddings and parties) 
con-fi-dant /'ka:nf3,da:nt/ noun, pi -dants [count] : a 
trusted friend you can talk to about personal and private 
things ■ He is a trusted confidant of the president, 
con-fi-dante /'ka:nf3,da:nt/ noun, pi -dantes [count] : a 
woman who is a trusted friend : a female confidant • She was 
her closest friend and confidante. 
con-fide /kan'faid/ verb -fides; -fid-ed; -fid-ing [+ obj] 
: to tell (something that is secret or private) to someone you 
trust • He confided that he was very unhappy with his job. — 
often + to ■ She confided to me that she couldn’t read. • He 
confided his secret to a friend. — see also confiding 
confide in [phrasal verb] confide in (someone) : to tell per¬ 
sonal and private things to (someone) ■ She often confides 
in me. ■ He had no one to confide in. 


COn«fi«dence /'kainfsdans/ noun, pi -denc-es 

1 [noncount] : a feeling or belief that you can do something 
well or succeed at something ■ The class gave me more confi¬ 
dence. • He lacked the confidence to succeed. ■ The experi¬ 
ence gave her the confidence to start her own business. ■ 
Good grades boosted/bolstered her confidence. ■ It takes 
time to build/gain confidence when you are learning a new 
skill. ■ He’s brimming with confidence. = He’s full of confi¬ 
dence. • They have an air of confidence about them. — often 
+ in ■ He has a lot of confidence in himself. — see also self- 
confidence 

2 [noncount] : a feeling or belief that someone or something 
is good or has the ability to succeed at something ■ The can¬ 
didate has won/lost the confidence [=trust] of voters. ■ She 
has done little to gain/eam their confidence. ■ There is a re¬ 
cent increase in consumer confidence. [=the good feelings 
that people have about the economy] — often + in ■ They 
have complete/full confidence in their coach. ■ His parents 
had confidence in their son’s ability to succeed. ■ The case in¬ 
spired/restored confidence in our system of justice. ■ Recent 
scandals have undermined confidence in the city’s public of¬ 
ficials. — see also vote of confidence, vote of no 

CONFIDENCE 

3 [noncount] : the feeling of being certain that something 
will happen or that something is true ■ School officials ex¬ 
press confidence that the problem will soon be resolved. ■ We 
still can’t talk about the future with any degree of confi¬ 
dence. [=we don’t know what will happen in the future] ■ We 
have every confidence [=we are sure] that you’ll make the 
right decision. 

4 [noncount] : a relationship in which you tell personal and 
private information to someone ■ Doctors cannot betray the 
confidence of their patients. [=cannot reveal their patients’ 
personal information to other people] ■ She accused him of a 
betrayal/breach of confidence. ■ He told me in confidence 
that he didn't know how to read. ■ Your personal informa¬ 
tion will be kept in strict/strictest confidence. [=no one will 
be told your personal information] If you take someone 
into your confidence, you tell someone secrets or private in¬ 
formation about your life. ■ She took me into her confidence 
and told me all about her health problems. 

5 [count] : a secret that you tell someone you trust ■ close 
friends sharing confidences ■ She accused him of betraying a 
confidence. [=she said that he told her secret to other people] 

confidence game noun, pi ~ games [count] US: ‘con 
confidence man noun, pi ~ men [count] us : con art¬ 
ist 

confidence trick noun, pi ~ tricks [count] Brit : ‘con 
confidence trickster noun, pi ~ -ers [count] Brit : con 

ARTIST 

COn»fi»dent /'kainfsdant/ adj [more most ~] 

"f a : having a feeling or belief that you can do something 
well or succeed at something : having confidence ■ The class 
made me more confident (about myself). ■ a confident young 
businesswoman ■ I am confident about my ability to do the 
job. ■ The players seem more relaxed and confident this sea¬ 
son. ■ He has become more confident in his Spanish-speaking 
skills. — see also overconfident, self-confident b 
: showing that you have confidence ■ a confident smile ■ They 
have a confident air about them. ■ His voice sounded confi¬ 
dent. 

2 not used before a noun : certain that something will happen 
or that something is true ■ We are confident that conditions 
will improve soon. ■ He seemed confident of success. [=sure 
that he would succeed] 

— con-fi-dent-ly adv ■ “I know the answer,” she said confi¬ 
dently. ■ We can confidently state that the product is safe. 

con-fi-den-tial Akainfs'denjal/ adj 

1 [more most ~]: secret or private ■ These documents are 
completely/strictly confidential. • confidential medical 
records ■ Someone was leaking confidential information 
[=telling secrets] to the press. 

2 [more most ~] : showing that you are saying something 
that is secret or private ■ “I have something to tell you,” John 
said in a confidential tone/voice. ■ Her voice was quiet and 
confidential. 

3 always used before a noun : trusted with secret or private 
information ■ She worked as a confidential secretary to the 
mayor for many years. 

— con*fi-den*tiaMy adv • Students can confidentially re¬ 
port any problems they see in their schools. • He leaned 
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forward confidentially and began telling his story. ■ Confi¬ 
dentially, 1 don’t think she’s very good at her job. 
COn-fi«den<ti-al*i-ty /ikainfa^enJVaelati/ noun [noncount] 
: the quality or state of being private or confidential ■ All 
medical records are treated with complete confidentiality. 
[=are kept completely private] ■ The doctor committed a 
breach of confidentiality. [=the doctor told another person 
private information about a patient] 

con-fid-ing /kan'faidii)/ adj [imore —; most ~] : showing 
that you trust someone not to tell secret or private informa¬ 
tion ■ He spoke in a confiding voice. ■ They’ve developed a 
very confiding relationship over the years. 

- con-fid-ing-ly adv 

con-fig.u-ra-tion /kanifigja'reijan, Brit kan.figa'reijan/ 
noun, pi -tions [count] 

1 : the way the parts of something are arranged ■ a truck's 
gear configuration ■ airplane seating configurations • the con¬ 
figuration [=layout] of the room 

2 computers : the way a computer system or program is pre¬ 
pared for a particular use ■ We’ll have to change the configu¬ 
ration of the system to accommodate the new server. 

con-fig-ure /ksn'figj^, Brit kan'figa/ verb -ures; -ured; 
-ur-ing [+ obj] technical : to arrange or prepare (something) 
so that it can be used ■ The instructions tell you how to con¬ 
figure the kit correctly. ■ The plane is configured for military 
use. ■ configure a computer ■ The system is configured [=set 
up] to allow access only to people who know the password. 
con-fine /kan'fain/ verb -fines; -fined; -fin-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to keep (someone or something) within limits : to pre¬ 
vent (someone or something) from going beyond a particu¬ 
lar limit, area, etc. — usually + to • Please confine [= restrict . 
limit] your comments to 200 words. • The cancer was con¬ 
fined to the lung. [=the cancer was only in the lung; the can¬ 
cer had not spread to any other parts of the body] ■ We must 
confine ourselves to the agenda we've agreed on for this 
meeting. [=we must only talk about what is on the agenda] ■ 
The town would like to confine commercial development to 
an area by the highway. ■ Students need not confine them¬ 
selves to a single area of study. ■ The city’s poverty is not con¬ 
fined to just one neighborhood. 

2 : to keep (a person or animal) in a place (such as a prison) 

— usually used as (be) confined • Violent criminals are some¬ 
times confined for life. ■ a camp where prisoners were con¬ 
fined during the war — often + to or in • She was confined to 
a psychiatric hospital for a year. ■ The bull was confined in a 
pen behind the bam. 

3 : to force or cause (someone) to stay in something (such as 
a bed or wheelchair) — usually used as (be) confined ■ 1 reg¬ 
ularly visit a sick neighbor who is confined at home. [=who 
cannot leave home because of being sick] — often + to ■ He 
was confined to a wheelchair. ■ She was confined to bed for a 
week with the flu. 

Confined adj [more most —] of a space or area : very 
small ■ She gets uncomfortable in confined spaces. 

COn*fine*ment /kan'fainmant/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the act of confining someone or something : the state of 
being confined ■ the confinement of violent criminals [=the 
act of keeping violent criminals in prison] ■ years of confine¬ 
ment ■ his confinement to a wheelchair [=his state of being 
forced to stay in a wheelchair] ■ The dog was kept in confine¬ 
ment until it was determined to be healthy. — see also soli¬ 
tary CONFINEMENT 

2 old-fashioned : the time when a woman is giving birth to a 
baby ■ He remained with his wife during her confinement. 

con-fines /'ka:n,fainz/ noun [plural] formal : the limits or 
edges of something ■ He is probably somewhere within the 
confines [=(more commonly) borders] of the city. ■ The chil¬ 
dren were told not to venture beyond the confines of the 
camp. ■ There is no room for negotiation within the confines 
of this contract. • the narrow confines of academia 

Confining adj [more most ~] : limiting or preventing 
movement or freedom ■ She thinks the corporate world is 
dull and confining. [= restrictive] ■ This coat feels too confin¬ 
ing. [=tight] 

con -firm /kan'fam/ verb -firms; -firmed; -firm-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to state or show that (something) is true or correct 
■ The tests confirmed the doctors' suspicions of cancer. ■ The 
attack confirmed her worst fears about the neighborhood. ■ 
Police would not confirm f -verify] reports of a shooting. ■ 
The award confirmed her status as one of the great movie ac¬ 
tresses. ■ Medical tests confirmed (that) he did not have a 
heart attack. 


2 : to tell someone that something has definitely happened 
or is going to happen : to make (something) definite or offi¬ 
cial 1+ obj] The dentist’s office called to confirm your ap¬ 
pointment for tomorrow. ■ Please confirm [=acknowledge ] re¬ 
ceipt of the shipment. ■ confirm a hotel reservation [no obj] 
We have a reservation for you for tomorrow night. Please 
call to confirm. 

3 [+ obj] formal: to make (something) stronger or more cer¬ 
tain : to cause (someone) to believe (something) more 
strongly ■ Her parents’ attitude only confirmed [=:strength¬ 
ened , reinforced] her resolve to get her own apartment. — of¬ 
ten -f in ■ She was confirmed in her determination to get a 
higher-paying job. 

4 : to give official approval to (something or someone) [+ 
obj] They voted to confirm [=ratify] the treaty. ■ The Senate 
has confirmed him as a Supreme Court justice, [no obj] The 
Senate is expected to vote to confirm. 

5 1+ obj] : to make (someone) a full member of a church or 
synagogue : to administer confirmation to (someone) — 
usually used as (be) confirmed ■ Our son will be confirmed in 
the spring. • What year were you confirmed '? 

— con-firm-able /kan'famabal/ adj [more most —] ■ Re¬ 
ports of a battle in the city were not confirmable today. ■ 
The judicial nominee should be easily confirmable. 

con-fir-ma-tion /jka.nf^'meijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : proof which shows that something is true or 
correct ■ Reporters awaited confirmation from the army 
about the battle. ■ We don’t have independent confirmation 
of the facts. ■ Final confirmation came only after the investi¬ 
gation was completed. — often + of ■ The customs officers 
will need to see confirmation [-proof] of your identity. ■ con¬ 
firmation of a scientific theory 

2 : a response which shows that information is received and 
understood; especially : a response that makes a purchase, 
appointment, etc., definite or official [count] You will re¬ 
ceive an e-mail confirmation of your order, [noncount] You 
will receive confirmation of your order by e-mail. ■ waiting 
for written confirmation 

3 [noncount] : the act of giving official approval to some¬ 
thing or someone ■ Many senators are opposed to his confir¬ 
mation as a federal judge. — often used before another noun 
■ Senate confirmation hearings ■ the confirmation process 

4 : a ceremony in which someone becomes a full, adult 
member of a religion [noncount] They are preparing for 
confirmation, [count] He attended both of his children's con¬ 
firmations. 

con-firmed /kan'fa-md/ adj, always used before a noun : not 
likely to change ■ a confirmed [= habitual, chronic] optimist ■ a 
confirmed baseball fanatic ■ a confirmed bachelor [=a man 
who seems happy to remain unmarried] 
con-fis-cate /'ka:nf3,skeit/ verb -cates; -cat-ed; -eat¬ 
ing [+ obj] : to take (something) away from someone espe¬ 
cially as punishment or to enforce the law or rules ■ Guards 
confiscated knives and other weapons from the prisoners. ■ 
The police have the authority to confiscate [=seize] the drug 
dealer’s property. ■ The teacher confiscated all cell phones 
for the duration of the field trip. 

— con-fis-ca-tion /ikainfa'skeijan/ noun [noncount] • the 
confiscation of terrorists* assets 

con-fla-gra-tion /ikamfla'greiJan/Howrt, pi -tions [count] 
formal 

1 : a large destructive fire ■ a massive conflagration 

2 : a war or conflict ■ The treaty is the latest attempt to re¬ 
solve the ten-year conflagration. • a regional conflagration 

1 COn-flict /'ka:n,flikt/ noun, pi -flicts 

1 : a struggle for power, property, etc. [count] an armed 
conflict • violent border conflicts ■ a conflict between two 
gangs [noncount] years of armed conflict [-battle] ■ recent vi¬ 
olent conflict in the region • conflict between (forces of) good 
and evil 

2 : strong disagreement between people, groups, etc., that 
results in often angry argument [noncount] Everyone in my 
family always tries to avoid conflict. ■ There was inevitable 
conflict over what to name the group, [count] They’re hav¬ 
ing serious conflicts over the budget. ■ A few students are be¬ 
ing trained to resolve conflicts [= arguments. disputes] be¬ 
tween other students. 

3 : a difference that prevents agreement : disagreement be¬ 
tween ideas, feelings, etc. [count] I don't see any conflicts be¬ 
tween the theories. ■ exploring the character’s inner conflicts 
[=ideas. feelings, etc., that disagree with one another] [non¬ 
count] You'll need to resolve the conflict between your par- 
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ents’ plans for you and your own ambitions. — see also 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

4 [count] chiefly US : a situation in which you are unable to 
do something because there is something else you have al¬ 
ready agreed to do at that same time ■ He has a conflict and 
can’t attend tomorrow’s meeting. • a scheduling conflict 
come into conflict 1 : to be different in a way that pre¬ 
vents agreement ■ Unfortunately, their goals for the 
project came into conflict. — often + with ■ There are cases 
in which these rules come into conflict with [ ^contradict] 
one another. 2 : to enter a situation in which there is a 
struggle for power, property, etc. — often + with ■ groups 
coming into conflict with neighboring tribes 
in conflict 1 : different in a way that prevents agreement ■ 
They’re in conflict over which car to buy. [=they disagree 
about which car to buyj — usually + with ■ The law is in 
conflict with [=does not agree with] the state’s constitution. 
■ Her ideas were in direct conflict with those of her profes¬ 
sor. 2 : in a struggle for power, property, etc. ■ The two 
clans were in constant conflict (with one another). 
2 COn-flict /kon'flikt/ verb -flicts; -flict-ed; -flict-ing [no 
obj\ 

1 : to be different in a way that prevents agreement: to say 
or express opposite things ■ Their versions of what happened 
conflict. [=do not agree] ■ Their goals for the project conflict, 
[-clash. disagree ] ■ Reports conflicted on how many people 
were involved. — often + with ■ His statement conflicts with 
the facts. ■ Their research conflicts with [= contradicts ] what 
other scientists have found. 

2 : to happen at the same time as something else — usually + 
with ■ The appointment conflicts with an important meeting I 
have to go to. 

— conflicting adj ■ We heard conflicting reports about how 
many people were involved. ■ the candidates’ conflicting 
views ■ our conflicting schedules 

con-flict'ed acfj [more most ~] chiefly US : having or 
showing feelings that disagree with one another • She was 
still conflicted about her ex-husband’s remarriage. ■ the nov¬ 
el's conflicted characters 

conflict of interest noun, pi conflicts of interest 

[count] formal : a problem caused by having official respon¬ 
sibilities that involve things that might be helpful or harmful 
to you ■ Critics say the senator created a conflict of interest 
when she recommended a change to the law that could ben¬ 
efit her husband’s company. 

COn-flu-ence /'ka:n,flu:w3ns/ noun [singular] 

1 technical: a place where two rivers or streams join to be¬ 
come one ■ the Mississippi River’s confluence with the Mis¬ 
souri River 

2 somewhat formal: a situation in which two things come to¬ 
gether or happen at the same time — usually + of m a conflu¬ 
ence of musical styles ■ a rare confluence of events 

con-form /kan'foam/ verb -forms; -formed; -form-ing 
[no obj ] 

1 : to be similar to or the same as something — usually + to 
or with ■ The animals’ behavior conforms to a common pat¬ 
tern. ■ Our budget numbers conform with official estimates. 

2 : to obey or agree with something ■ There are new security 
rules and all airlines are required to conform. [=(more com¬ 
monly) comply] — usually + to or with • The building doesn’t 
conform to local regulations. ■ She refuses to conform to soci¬ 
ety’s traditional image of a mother. ■ Employees have to con¬ 
form with company rules. ■ The priest’s teachings do not con¬ 
form with church doctrine. 

3 : to do what other people do : to behave in a way that is 
accepted by most people ■ Most teenagers feel pressure to 
conform. 

con-for-ma-tion Akain.foa^mei/an/ noun, pi -tions tech¬ 
nical : the way in which something is formed or shaped 
[noncount] The dogs will be judged on conformation tomor¬ 
row. [count] protein conformations 
COn-form-iSt /kan'foa'mist/ noun, pi -ists [count] often dis¬ 
approving : a person who behaves in a way that is considered 
acceptable by most people and who avoids doing things that 
could be considered different or unusual : a person who 
conforms ■ They went from being angry punk rockers to 
bland conformists. ■ They like to travel, but they’re conform¬ 
ists who go to only the most popular destinations. 
-opposite NONCONFORMIST 

— conformist ad) [more most ~] ■ a conformist society 
[=a society in which everyone behaves the same way] ■ con¬ 
formist attitudes 


COn-for-mi-ty /kan'foamati/ noun [noncount] 

1 : behavior that is the same as the behavior of most other 
people in a society, group, etc. ■ religious conformity ■ mind¬ 
less conformity ■ The corporate culture demands a certain 
conformity of appearance. ■ conformity [-obedience] to social 
customs 

2 : the fact or state of agreeing with or obeying something 

— usually + to or with ■ the building’s conformity to state 
specifications ■ The state’s traffic laws were changed to bring 
them into corformity with the rest of the country. ■ We re¬ 
moved our shoes, in conformity with tradition. 

con-found /kan'faund/ verb -founds; -found-ed; 
-founding [+ obj] 

1 : to surprise and confuse (someone or something) ■ The 
strategy confounded our opponents. ■ The murder case has 
confounded investigators. — often used as (be) confounded ■ 
Investors were confounded by the conflicting reports. 

2 : to prove (someone or something) wrong ■ The school’s 
team confounded all predictions and won the game. ■ The 
success of the show confounded critics. 

3 informal + old-fashioned — used as an inteijection to ex¬ 
press anger or annoyance ■ Confound itl I can’t find my keys! 

confounded adj, always used before a noun, informal + old- 
fashioned : very bad or annoying ■ I can’t close this con¬ 
founded window! 

con-front /kan'frAnt/ verb -fronts; -front-ed; -front-ing 

[+obj] 

1 a : to oppose or challenge (someone) especially in a direct 
and forceful way ■ They confronted the invaders at the shore. 

— often used as (be) confronted ■ He was confronted by a se¬ 
curity guard when he tried to leave the store. ■ The mayor 
was confronted by a group of angry protesters, b : to direct¬ 
ly question the action or authority of (someone) ■ She con¬ 
fronted him about his smoking. ■ No one was willing to con¬ 
front [challenge] the company president on that point. 

2 a : to deal with (something, such as a problem or danger) ■ 
Firemen regularly confront danger. ■ They confronted 
[=(more commonly) encountered] many obstacles along the 
way.; especially : to deal with (something) in an honest and 
direct way ■ The country is reluctant to confront its violent 
past. ■ The treatment center helps people confront [-face] 
their addictions. ■ confront an illness ■ It’s better to confront 
[=address] a problem than to avoid it. b : to force (some¬ 
one) to see or deal with (something, such as a problem) in a 
direct way ■ The photographs confront the viewer with imag¬ 
es of desperate poverty. ■ I confronted her with the evidence. 

— often used as (be) confronted ■ The country again finds it¬ 
self confronted by water shortages. ■ They were confronted 
with many problems during the project. C : to be a problem 
for (someone or something) ■ We know of the financial prob¬ 
lems confronting [=facing] local schools. 

con-fron-ta-tion /.kamfran'teijan/ noun, pi -tions : a sit¬ 
uation in which people, groups, etc., fight, oppose, or chal¬ 
lenge each other in an angry way [count] There were several 
violent confrontations between rival gangs. ■ He would prefer 
not to have a confrontation with the authorities. ■ a series of 
confrontations between residents and police [noncount] We 
want cooperation, not confrontation. ■ We seek to avoid mili¬ 
tary confrontation at all costs. 

con-fron-ta-tion-al Akccnfran'teijanl/ adj [more most 
~] : challenging or opposing someone especially in an angry 
way ■ a confrontational interview ■ I think we should take a 
less confrontational approach. ■ She’s become increasingly 
confrontational with her parents and teachers. — opposite 
NONCONFRONTATION AL 

con-fuse /kan'fjuiz/ verb -fus-es; -fused; -fus-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make (someone) uncertain or unable to understand 
something ■ The city’s winding streets confuse [=perplex] 
most visitors. ■ The general was trying to confuse the enemy. 

— often used as (be) confused ■ She was confused by many of 
the scientific terms in the article. 

2 : to make (something) difficult to understand ■ Stop con¬ 
fusing [-blurring ] the issue. ■ The new evidence only confused 
matters further. 

3 : to mistakenly think that one person or thing is another 
person or thing : to mistake (one person or thing) for anoth¬ 
er ■ I always confuse [ =(informal ) mix up] your car and mine. 
• You must be confusing me with someone else. ■ Some peo¬ 
ple confuse money with happiness. [=think that having a lot 
of money will make them happy] 

COn-fused /kan'fjuizd/ adj [more most ~] 
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1 : unable to understand or think clearly ■ I’ve never been so 
confused . ■ We’ie confused about what to do next. 

2 : difficult to understand : not clearly organized, expressed, 
etc. ■ He gave a confused speech denying the accusations. ■ 
My feelings were hopelessly confused. [=jumbled] 

— con-fused-ly /kanTju.zadli/ adv 

confusing adj [more most ~] : difficult to understand • I 
find the whole political situation so confusing*. [=perplexing] • 
The instructions were confusing. • The city’s winding streets 
are confusing to most visitors. ■ confusing terms 

— con-fus-ing-ly adv • The city’s streets are confusingly ar¬ 
ranged. • Even more con/usingty, they have the same first 
name. 

con»fu•Sion /k3n'fju:33n/ noun, pi -sions 

1 : a situation in which people are uncertain about what to 
do or are unable to understand something clearly [non- 
count] The detour caused much confusion. [=the detour con¬ 
fused many people; the detour made many people uncertain 
about which roads to use] ■ There is still some confusion as to 
the time of the meeting. • There is a great deal of confusion 
about how the system works. ■ Changing the name of the 
company will only lead to confusion. [=make people uncer¬ 
tain] [count] the anxieties and confusions of teenage life 

2 [ noncount ]: the feeling that you have when you do not un¬ 
derstand what is happening, what is expected, etc. • Her con¬ 
fusion was obvious. ■ He stared in confusion and disbelief. 

3 [noncount] : a state or situation in which many things are 
happening in a way that is not controlled or orderly • a scene 
of confusion ■ There was total/mass confusion when the 
truck hit the restaurant. 

4 [noncount ]: the act of mistakenly thinking that one person 
or thing is another • Write clearly on the labels to avoid con¬ 
fusion. ■ Confusion between/of the words “affect” and “ef¬ 
fect” is common. 

COn*ga /'kairjga/ noun, pi -gas 

1 [singular] : a dance in which people follow each other in a 
long, curving line • a conga line [=a line of people dancing 
the conga] 

2 [count] : a tall drum that is shaped like a barrel and played 
with the hands — called also conga drum', see picture at PER¬ 
CUSSION 

con game noun, pi ~ games [count] US : ‘con 
con-geal /kan'cfei:!/ verb -geals; -gealed; -geal-ing [no 

obj] of a liquid : to become thick or solid • The gravy began 
to congeal in the pan. — often used figuratively • His anger 
congealed into bitterness. 

— congealed adj ■ congealed fat/blood 
con-ge-nial /kan'cfeimijal/ adj [more most ~] somewhat 

formal 

1 a : suitable or appropriate • The town is a congenial place 
for raising children. • We studied in the congenial atmo¬ 
sphere of the library. — often + to ■ a style congenial to mod¬ 
em tastes • The library offers an atmosphere congenial to 
learning, b : pleasant and enjoyable • He found the work to 
be congenial. 

2 : very friendly ■ a congenial [-genial] host/companion ■ She 
was congenial and easygoing. 

— con-ge-ni-al.i-ty /kan.cfeiini'zetati/ noun [noncount] • The 
club encouraged congeniality among its members. “5* 
Someone who is described as Miss Congeniality or Mr. 
Congeniality is a very friendly person who could win a 
contest for having the best personality. These phrases are 
often used in a negative or ironic way to say that someone 
is not friendly. • The teacher wasn’t exactly Miss Conge¬ 
niality. l=she was very unfriendly] 

COn*gen-i-tal /kan'cfecnatal/ adj 

1 : existing since birth * congenital blindness/heart disease • a 
congenital defect • The irregularity in my backbone is proba¬ 
bly congenital. 

2 always used before a noun, informal : naturally having a 
specified character • He’s a congenital liar. [=he’s a liar by na¬ 
ture; he has always lied a lot and is likely to continue to lie] 

— con-gen-i-taMy adv 

COn*gest*ed /kan^&estad/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : too full or crowded with something (such as vehicles or 
people) ■ congested highways/stores • The house was located 
in a congested area. [=an area with a lot of traffic] • Traffic 
still gets congested because of the bridge construction. 

2 of a part of the body : blocked with fluid (such as blood or 
mucus) • a congested nose [=a nose blocked with mucus] 

— corvges-tion /kan'cfeestfan/ noun [noncount] • nasal con¬ 
gestion • traffic/airport congestion 


COn*glom*er*ate /kan'glaimarat/ noun, pi -ates 

1 [count] : a large business that is made of different kinds of 
companies • a news and entertainment conglomerate • Our 
small company must compete with the big conglomerates. 

2 [count, noncount] technical : a kind of rock that is made 
from many stones of different sizes held together with hard¬ 
ened clay 

COn-glom*er-a-tion /kan^laima'reijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : a group or mixture of different things • a conglom¬ 
eration of shops and restaurants • microscopic conglomera¬ 
tions of proteins 

2 [ noncount] : a process in which different things come to¬ 
gether to form a single thing • phases of conglomeration • the 
age of corporate conglomeration [=a time when many con¬ 
glomerates are being formed] 

corvgrats /kan'grzets /noun [plural] informal : congratu¬ 
lations • Congrats on your promotion! 
con-grat-u-late /kan'grcetfajeit, kan'grsecfea^eit/ verb 

-lates, -lat-ed; -lat-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to tell (someone) that you are happy because of his or her 
success or good luck • congratulate the winner • I’d like to 
congratulate you on/for your success. • She congratulated us 
on our test results. • You are to be congratulated [=you 
should be congratulated; you deserve praise] on/for your ex¬ 
cellent work. 

2 : to feel pleased with (yourself) • She congratulated herself 
for getting the best grade in her class. 

COn*grat*U*la*tion /kan^reetfa'leijan, kan^rcecfea'leifan/ 
noun, pi -tions 

1 congratulations [plural] a : a message telling someone 
that you are happy because of his or her success or good 
luck : words that congratulate someone • Let me offer you 
my congratulations for/on being elected. • Please send her 
my congratulations, b — used to tell someone that you are 
happy because of his or her success or good luck ■ “I got pro¬ 
moted!” “ Congratulations !” — often + on • Congratulations 
on your promotion! • Congratulations on a job well done. 

2 formal : the act of telling someone that you are happy be¬ 
cause of his or her success or good luck : the act of congrat¬ 
ulating someone [plural] I sent her a letter/message of con¬ 
gratulations. [ noncount ] a letter/message of congratulation 

COn*grat*U*la*tO*ry /kan'grsetfala^ori, kan'gracfealaitori, 
Brit kan,gr 2 etl a'leitri/ adj [more most ~] formal : showing 
someone that you are happy because of his or her success or 
good luck : expressing congratulations • The team got a con¬ 
gratulatory phone call from the president. • a congratulatory 
handshake — see also self-congratulatory 
corvgre-gant /'ka.Qgrigant/ noun, pi -gants [count] chief¬ 
ly US : a person who is part of a congregation : a person who 
is attending religious services or who regularly attends reli¬ 
gious services • A small number of congregants had assem¬ 
bled for Midnight Mass. • The church depends on the finan¬ 
cial support of its congregants. 

corvgre-gate /'ka.ogri.geit/ verb -gates; -gat-ed; -gat¬ 
ing [no obj] : to come together in a group or crowd • Stu¬ 
dents began to congregate [= assemble] in the hall. ■ It’s a 
place where the homeless congregate. • Skiers congregated 
around the lodge’s fireplace. 

COn«gre*ga*tion AkairjgiVgeiJan/ noun, pi -tions [count] 

1 : the people who are attending a religious service • The 
priest addressed the congregation. 

2 : the people who regularly attend religious services • She is 
a member of a small congregation. 

con*gre*ga*tion*al /.kaujgn'gei/ani/ adj 

1 : involving or done by the people who attend religious ser¬ 
vices : relating to a congregation • congregational singing 

2 Congregational: relating to a group of Christian church¬ 
es that believe that the people who attend each church 
should make their own decisions, rules, etc. • a Congregation¬ 
al church 

— Con-gre-ga-tion-al«ist /ikaujgra'geijanalist/ noun, pi 
-ists [count] • an active Congregationalist — Congrega- 
tionalist adj • a Congregationalist minister 
congress /'ka-.rjgras, Brit 'kaiqjgres/ noun, pi -gress-es 

1 [count] : a formal meeting in which representatives or ex¬ 
perts discuss important matters, make decisions, etc. • a 
Communist Party congress • an annual academic congress 

2 a : the group of people who are responsible for making 
the laws of a country in some kinds of government [count] 
She was recently elected to the country’s congress. • the con¬ 
gresses of Mexico and Chile [noncount] acts of congress b 
Congress [singular] : a particular congress; especially : the 




343 


congressman ■ connect 


congress of the United States that includes the Senate and 
the House of Representatives • The bill easily passed both 
houses of Congress. ■ Congress is not currently in session. 

3 [singular] — used in the names of some political parties ■ 
the Indian National Congress 

— con>gres-sion-al /kan'grejanl/ adj ■ a congressional 
committee ■ congressional investigators 

COn-gress*man /'kaiggrasman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ 
[count] : someone (especially a man) who is a member of a 
congress and especially of the U.S. House of Representatives 
■ a former congressman who is now a senator • Congressman 
Smith 

COn-gress-WOm-an /'kairjgres^uman/ noun, pi -wom¬ 
en /-,wiman/ [count] : a woman who is a member of a con¬ 
gress and especially of the U.S. House of Representatives ■ a 
former congresswoman • Congresswoman Jones 
COn*gru*ent /kan'grmwant, 'ka:ggru:want/ adj [more 
most ~] 

1 mathematics : having the same size and shape ■ congruent 
triangles 

2 formal : matching or in agreement with something ■ Their 
goals are not congruent with the goals of the team. 

— con-gru-ence /kan'gru:wans, 'ka:ggru:wans/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

COn-i-cal /'kaimkal/ adj [more most ~] : shaped like a 
cone ■ a. conical cap ■ The tree has a conical shape, 
con-i-fer /'kainafoy noun, pi -fers [count] biology : a bush 
or tree (such as a pine) that produces cones and that usually 
has leaves that are green all year ■ Most conifers are ever¬ 
green. 

— co*nif*er*ous /kou'mfaras/ adj ■ coniferous trees ■ conif¬ 
erous and deciduous forests 

COnj abbr conjunction 

1 COn*jec*ture /kan'tfeektfa 1 / noun, pi -tures formal : an 
opinion or idea formed without proof or sufficient evidence 
: Guess [count] The biography includes conjectures about 
the writer’s earliest ambitions. ■ a conjecture about the extent 
of the injury [noncount] Your plan is based on (nothing 
more than) conjecture. ■ Most of the book is conjecture, not 
fact. ■ The criminal’s motive remains a matter of conjecture. 
[=people can only guess about the criminal’s motive; no one 
knows the criminal’s motive] 

— con-jec*tur-al /kanVfcektfaral/ adj [more most ~] ■ 
Most of the book is conjectural. 

2 COnjecture verb -tures; -tured; -tur-ing formal : to form 
an opinion or idea without proof or sufficient evidence [+ 
obj] Some have conjectured that the distant planet could sus¬ 
tain life, [no obj] We only conjecture about his motives, 
con-join /kan'cfeoin /verb -joins; -joined; -join-ing formal 

1 [no obj] : to join together ■ The two rivers eventually con¬ 
join. 

2 [+ obj] : to join (two or more people or things) together ■ 
their attempts to conjoin two very different concepts 

conjoined twin noun, pi twins [count] : either one of a 
pair of twins who are bom with their bodies joined together 
in some way ■ She gave birth to conjoined twins. — called 
also Siamese twin 

COn-ju-gal/'kaincfcigal/at# [more most ~]formal: relat¬ 
ing to marriage or to a married couple ■ conjugal bliss/happi¬ 
ness Conjugal is often used to refer to the sexual relation¬ 
ship between a married couple. ■ conjugal relations ■ The 
prisoner is allowed conjugal visits from his wife. [=visits in 
which he is able to have sexual relations with his wife] 
con-ju-gate /■kamcfca.geit/ verb -gates; -gat*ed; -gat-ing 
[+ obj] grammar : to list the different forms of a verb that 
show number, person, tense, etc. ■ Can you conjugate the 
verb “to go”? 

COn-ju-ga-tion /(kccncfea'geijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount]: the way a verb changes form to show number, 
person, tense, etc.: the way a verb is conjugated ■ a lesson on 
French verb conjugation 

2 [count] : a group of verbs that change in the same way to 
show number, person, tense, etc. : a set of verbs that are 
conjugated in the same way ■ Latin conjugations 

COn-junC-tion /kan'tfeApkJan/ noun, pi -tions [count] 

1 grammar : a word that joins together sentences, clauses, 
phrases, or words ■ Some common conjunctions are “and,” 
“but,” and “although.” 

2 formal : a situation in which two or more things happen at 
the same time or in the same place ■ an unfortunate conjunc¬ 
tion [-concurrence] of events 

in conjunction with formal : in combination with : together 


with ■ The concert will be held in conjunction with the festi¬ 
val. ■ The medicine is typically used in conjunction with 
other treatments. 

COn-junc-ti-VI-tis /kan^Aqkta'vaitas/ noun [noncount] 
medical : a disease that causes the eye to become pink and 
sore — called also pinkeye 

COIl-jure /'karntfea-, Brit 'kAntfea/ verb -jures; -jured; -jur- 
ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make (something) appear or seem to appear by using 
magic ■ a magician who conjures live doves from silk scarves 

— usually + up ■ In the movie she has the power to conjure 
up storms, fires, and earthquakes. 

2 a : to make you think of (something) ■ The title of the 
book conjures [-evokes] images of politics, protest, and war. 

— usually + up ■ The photos conjure up memories of a sim¬ 
pler time. • For many, the word “Greenland” conjures up im¬ 
ages of vast, icy plains, b : to create or imagine (something) 
■ The students conjured a clever scheme to raise the money 
they needed. — usually + up ■ Her imagination conjured up a 
summer scene. 

a name to conjure with chiefly Brit — used to say that 
someone is an important person ■ He has become a name 
to conjure with in the business world. 

COn-jlir-er or con-ju-ror /'kccncfcara 1 , Brit 'kAncfcare/ noun, 
pi -ers or -ors [count] : a person who performs magic tricks 
1 COnk /'kccrjk/ noun, pi conks [count] Brit slang : 1 nose ■ a 
big conk 

2 conk verb conks; conked; conk.ing [+ obj\ informal : to 
strike or hit (someone or something) hard ■ He conked his 
brother on the head with the toy. 

conk out [phrasal verb] informal 1 of a machine : to stop 
working properly ■ My car’s engine conked out [=(more 
commonly) broke down] this morning. 2 : to fall asleep ■ I 
conked out early last night, 
con man noun, pi ~ men [count ]: con artist 
con-nect /ka'nckt/ verb -nects; -nect*ed; -nect-ing 

1 a [+ obj] : to join (two or more things) together ■ Can you 
connect the hose to the sprinkler? • Connect the cable to the 
battery. • A hallway connects the two rooms. ■ It’s the major 
highway connecting the two towns. • A common theme con¬ 
nects the stories. — often used as (be) connected ■ The two 
rooms are connected by a hallway. ■ The stories are connected 
by a common theme. ■ They are somehow connected to the 
royal family. [=they are related in some way to the royal 
family] ■ people connected by a common language ■ The 
schools are closely connected. [=they are closely involved 
with one another] b [no obj]: to join with or become joined 
to something else ■ The two bones connect at the elbow. • The 
hose connects easily to the sprinkler. ■ The bedroom connects 
to the kitchen. — opposite disconnect 

2 [+ obj] a : to think of (something or someone) as being re¬ 
lated to or involved with another person, thing, event, or 
idea ■ People usually connect [= associate] clowns with the cir¬ 
cus. ■ I never connected you with that group of people. — of¬ 
ten used as (be) connected ■ In my mind, the two places are 
connected. [=1 think of the two places as being related to 
each other] b : to show or prove that a person or thing is 
related to or involved with something ■ Police were unable to 
connect [=link] her to the crime. ■ There’s no evidence con¬ 
necting the company directly to the scandal. — often used as 
(be) connected ■ Many people still believe she is somehow 
connected to the crime. 

3 : to join or become joined to something (such as a system 
or network) through a telephone, computer, or other device 

— usually + to [no obj] Guests can connect to the Internet 
from their hotel rooms. ■ The computer connects to the fax 
machine. [+ obj] “Operator, can you connect me to the front 
desk?” [=can you link my telephone with the telephone at 
the front desk so that I can talk to the person there?] 

— opposite DISCONNECT 

4 [no obj] — used to say that an airplane, train, etc., stops at 
a particular place where passengers get onto another air¬ 
plane, train, etc., in order to continue their journey ■ Our 
flight to New York connects in Chicago. ■ We leave from Bos¬ 
ton and then connect in New York with a flight bound for 
China. ■ I took an early flight to connect with a train to the 
coast. ■ passengers connecting to/with international flights 

5 [no obj] chiefly US, informal : to have or share a feeling of 
affection and understanding • We really connected on our 
first date. ■ She truly connects with her audience in concert. 

6 [no obj] chiefly US, sports : to make a successful shot, hit, 
or throw • He connected for a home run. ■ She failed to con- 
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nect on the shot. = The shot failed to connect. [=the shot 
missed] 

connect the dots chiefly US, informal : to learn or under¬ 
stand how different things are related • The information 
about these events is not new but no one had ever connect¬ 
ed the dots until today. 

connect up \phrasal verb] connect up (something) or con¬ 
nect (something) up : to join or link (a device, piece of 
equipment, etc.) to something ■ I’m having trouble con¬ 
necting the speakers up to the TV. • An electrician will be 
connecting up the new lights tomorrow. [=joining the lights 
to a source of electricity] 

— con*nect*ab!e /ka'nektabal/ adj [more most ~] ■ The 
devices are connectable. [=they can be connected! — con¬ 
nects ng adj ■ I missed my connecting flight in Detroit. 

connected adj 

1 : joined or linked together ■ a series of connected rooms 

2 : having useful social, professional, or commercial rela¬ 
tionships • a politically connected businessman [=a business¬ 
man who has relationships with people who have political 
power] — see also well-connected 

COn*nect*ed*neSS /ka'nektadnas/ noun [noncount] : the 
state of being closely joined or linked especially in an emo¬ 
tional way ■ She has a strong feeling of connectedness to her 
hometown. ■ connectedness with nature 
COn»nec»tion /ka'nekfan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : something that joins or connects two or more 
things • The state plans to improve roads that serve as con¬ 
nections between major highways. • pipe/hose connections 

2 [noncount] : the act of connecting two or more things or 
the state of being connected • There is a fee for connection to 
the town’s water supply. ■ All classrooms will be wired for 
connection to the Internet. 

3 [count] a : a situation in which two or more things have 
the same cause, origin, goal, etc. ■ connections between 
thought and language • Investigators found no connection 
between the two fires. • The school has no connection with 
the museum. ■ Evidence suggests there’s a connection be¬ 
tween the languages. ■ I’m not sure I see the connection. ■ 
Our family feels a deep connection to the land, b : a situa¬ 
tion in which one thing causes another • the connection be¬ 
tween smoking and lung cancer ■ The study suggests a con¬ 
nection between small class sizes and higher reading scores. 

4 [count] a : something that allows you to become connect¬ 
ed to a system, network, etc., through a telephone, comput¬ 
er, or other device ■ a high-speed Internet connection ■ The 
company provides telephone connections for most of the 
city’s residents. ■ I can t hear you very well. We must have a 
bad connection. [=a problem with the way our phones are 
connected) b : a place where two parts or wires meet and 
touch ■ an electrical connection ■ I fixed the loose connection 
and now the speaker works fine. 

5 [count] : a train, bus, or airplane that you get onto after 
getting off another train, bus, or airplane as part of the same 
journey ■ We fly out of Oslo and then have a connection 
^connecting flight] in London. ■ We don’t have a direct 
flight to Boston. We have to make a connection in Chicago. 

6 [count] a : a relationship between people who are part of 
the same family, who do business together, etc. ■ He has no 
connection with his former law firm. • They are proud of 
their connection to the royal family. ■ Family connections can 
make getting a job much easier, b : a shared feeling of af¬ 
fection and understanding ■ We didn’t know each other for 
very long, but we had a real connection. • They’re working 
hard to make an emotional connection with their adopted 
children. ■ a performer’s connection with the audience 

7 [count] a : a powerful person who you know and who can 
help you — usually plural ■ She has some connections in the 
banking industry, b informal : a person who sells some¬ 
thing illegal ■ a drug connection 

in connection with : in relation to (something) : for reasons 
that relate to (something) — used especially in journalism 
■ Police arrested four men in connection with the robbery. 
make a/the connection : to understand that there is a rela¬ 
tionship between two or more things • It didn’t take long 
for us to make the connection between the missing money 
and our partner’s new car. 

COn-nec-tive /ka'nektiv/ noun, pi -tives [count] grammar 
: a word (such as and) that connects words or groups of 
words 

connective tissue noun, pi - sues [count, noncount] 

medical : the parts of the body (such as ligaments, tendons. 


and cartilage) that support and hold together the other parts 
of the body (such as muscles, organs, and bones) 
COn-nec-tor /ka'nektay noun, pi -tors [count] 

1 : a device or a part of a device that connects two comput¬ 
ers, pieces of equipment, etc. ■ an electrical connector 

2 : a road that connects two places, roads, etc. ■ The road is a 
major connector from the highway to the town’s commercial 
district. • Take the airport connector from the main highway. 

■ a connector road/highway/bridge 

con-ning tower / a ka:niQ-/ noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a 
raised structure on the deck of a submarine 
con-nip'tion /ka'nip/an/ noun, pi -tions [count] US, infor¬ 
mal : behavior that shows that you are suddenly very angry, 
upset, etc. • Mom really had/threw a conniption [=fit] when I 
told her I got arrested. ■ He goes into conniptions [=becomes 
very upset] if you disagree with him about politics. 
COfl-nive /ka'naiv/ verb -nives; -nived; -niv-ing [no obj] 
disapproving : to secretly help someone do something dis¬ 
honest or illegal ■ She connived [=conspired] with him to fix 
the election. "He accused his opponents of conniving ^se¬ 
cretly working togetherl to defeat the proposal. 

— con-niv-ance /k h 3'naiv3ns/ noun [noncount] ■ He stole 
millions of dollars with the connivance of his partner. 

Conniving adj [more most ~] disapproving : acting in a 
dishonest way : using or controlling other people for selfish 
reasons "He plays a conniving swindler who charms people 
into giving him money. 

COn-nois-seur /'kaina'sa*/ noun, pi -seurs [count] : a per¬ 
son who knows a lot about something (such as art, wine, 
food, etc.) : an expert in a particular subject ■ wine connois¬ 
seurs ■ She is a connoisseur of African art. 

— con-nois-seur-ship/ l ka:n3 l s<y,J'ip//?oM« [noncount] 
con-no-ta-tion Akaina'tei/an/ noun, pi -tions [count] : an 

idea or quality that a word makes you think about in addi¬ 
tion to its meaning ■ a word with negative/positive connota¬ 
tions ■ For many people, the word “fat" has negative connota¬ 
tions. ■ The word “childlike” has connotations of innocence. 

— compare denotation 

con-note /ka'nout/ verb -notes; -not-ed; -not-ing [+ obj] 
formal, of a word : to make you think about (something) in 
addition to the word’s meaning ■ The word “childlike" con¬ 
notes innocence. ■ For her, the word "family" connotes love 
and comfort. — compare denote 1 
con-quer /'kairjka-/ verb -quers; -quered; -quer-ing [+ 
obj ] 

1 : to take control of (a country, city, etc.) through the use 
of force ■ The city was conquered by the ancient Romans. ■ 
Napoleon conquered vast territories. ■ a conquered city 

2 : to defeat (someone or something) through the use of 
force ■ They conquered all their enemies. — see also divide 
and conquer si ‘divide 

3 : to gain control of (a problem or difficulty) through great 
effort ■ She has been unable to conquer [= overcome ] her fear 
of heights. • He finally conquered his drug habit. ■ Scientists 
believe the disease can be conquered. 

4 : to become successful in (a place, situation, etc.) ■ She has 
conquered Hollywood and now has her sights set on Broad¬ 
way. • The company hopes to conquer new markets abroad. 

5 : to succeed in climbing (a mountain) ■ He was one of the 
first climbers to conquer Mount Everest. 

— conquering adj, always used before a noun ■ the conquer¬ 
ing nation/hero — con-quer-or /'karokara 1 / noun, pi -ors 
[count] ■ the Roman conquerors • William the Conqueror 

COn-quest /'ka:n,kwest/ noun, pi -quests 

1 : the act of taking control of a country, city, etc., through 
the use of force [count] tales of the ancient army’s conquests 

■ the Norman Conquest [=the conquest of England by the 
Normans in 1066] [noncount] tales of military conquest 

2 [count] : a country, city, etc., that an army has taken con¬ 
trol of through the use of force ■ Napoleon’s conquests 

3 [count] : a person someone has succeeded in having a ro¬ 
mantic and especially a sexual relationship with - She was 
one of his many conquests. • people who boast about their 
sexual/amorous conquests 

4 [noncount]: success in defeating or dealing with something 
difficult or dangerous — usually + of m the conquest of space/ 
nature/disease 

COn-quiS-ta-dor /kan'kksts^oa 1 , Brit knn'kwistado:/ 
noun, pi con-quis-ta-do-res /kcn^kiista'doriz, Brit 
kan,kwist3'd3:reiz/ or con-quis-ta-dors [count] : a leader 
in the Spanish conquests of America, Mexico, and Peru in 
the 16th century 
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conscience /'kainjans/ noun, pi -sciences 

1 : the part of the mind that makes you aware of your ac¬ 
tions as being either morally right or wrong [count] — usu¬ 
ally singular ■ You should decide what to do according to 
your own conscience. ■ Her conscience was bothering her, so 
she finally told the truth. ■ He doesn’t seem to have a con¬ 
science. [=doesn't seem to know or care about what is moral¬ 
ly right] • I cannot do anything that is/goes against my con¬ 
science. [=that I believe is morally wrong] ■ After searching 
my conscience. I realized that I could not accept their offer. ■ 
At least now I can face him with a dear conscience, ^with¬ 
out guilt] ■ She had a guilty/troubled conscience. [=she had a 
feeling of guilt about something she had donel ■ I urged the 
senator to vote his conscience [=vote as he felt he should], 
even if it was at odds with the party line. [ noncount] The is¬ 
sue is a matter of (individual) conscience, [-something that 
people must decide about according to what they believe is 
morally right] ■ I can’t work for a company that has no social 
conscience. [=a company that does not care about impor¬ 
tant social issues] — see also prisoner of conscience 

2 [noncount] : a feeling that something you have done is 
morally wrong ■ She felt a pang/prick of conscience [=guilt] 
about not inviting him. • The thief must have had an attack 
of conscience, because he returned the wallet with nothing 
missing from it. 

in (all/good) conscience formal *$■ If you cannot do some¬ 
thing in (all/good) conscience, you cannot do it because 
you think that it is morally wrong. ■ I cannot in good con¬ 
science allow this situation to continue. ■ She could not in 
all conscience remain silent. 

on your conscience If something is on your conscience, it 
makes you feel guilty. ■ I have to tell you the truth, because 
I don’t want this on my conscience any longer, 
conscience—Stricken adj : feeling very bad or guilty be¬ 
cause of something you have done ■ the story of a 
conscience-stricken thief who repays all she’s stolen 
C0n*SCi*en*ti0US /^amji'entfas/ adj [more most ~] 
: very careful about doing what you are supposed to do 
: concerned with doing something correctly ■ She has always 
been a very conscientious worker. ■ He was conscientious 
about following the doctor’s orders. 

— con-sci-en-tious-ly adv • He followed his doctor’s or¬ 
ders conscientiously. — con*sci*en*tious*ness noun 
[noncount] 

conscientious objector noun, pi — tors [count] : a 
person who refuses to serve in the military because of moral 
or religious beliefs ■ He registered as a conscientious objector. 

— conscientious objection noun, pi ~ -tions [count, 
noncount] 

COn»SCiOUS /'kainjas/ adj 

1 [more most ~] : awake and able to understand what is 
happening around you ■ Is the patient conscious yet? ■ He 
was fully conscious when we found him. — opposite un¬ 
conscious 

2 not used before a noun [more most ~] : aware of some¬ 
thing (such as a fact or feeling) : knowing that something ex¬ 
ists or is happening — usually + of or that ■ She was very con¬ 
scious of how late it was. * We are conscious of the risks 
involved in the procedure. ■ He is conscious of being a role 
model for children. ■ I was conscious of the fact that 1 had to 
do well on the test to pass the course. ■ He was conscious that 
they were watching him closely. — opposite unconscious 

3 : known or felt by yourself ■ conscious guilt ■ the capacity 
for conscious thought — opposite unconscious 

4 [more most ~] : caring about something specified ■ He 
is environmentally conscious. [=he thinks and cares about 
the health of the environment] ■ a cost -conscious shopper [=a 
shopper who is concerned about the price of things] — see 
also self-conscious 

5 : done after thinking about facts and reasons carefully ■ I 
made a conscious [=deliberate ] effort/attempt to be more 
compassionate. ■ a conscious decision — opposite uncon¬ 
scious 

— con-scious-ly adv ■ Becoming CEO of the company was 
a goal she had consciously pursued for 10 years. ■ someone 
who craves attention, whether consciously or unconscious¬ 
ly ■ I wasn’t consciously aware of having laughed. 

COn-SCious*ness /'kainfasnas/ noun, pi -ness-es 
1 [noncount] : the condition of being conscious : the normal 
state of being awake and able to understand what is happen¬ 
ing around you ■ She experienced a brief loss of conscious¬ 


ness. = She lost consdousness [=became unconscious] brief¬ 
ly. ■ He slowly regained consdousness [=became conscious 
again; woke up] after the surgery. 

2 a : a person’s mind and thoughts [count] — usually singu¬ 
lar ■ The realization first entered my consciousness when I 
was a young child. ■ The memory was forever etched in her 
consciousness, [noncount] The medication caused her to en¬ 
ter an altered state of consciousness. — see also stream of 
consciousness b [noncount] : knowledge that is shared 
by a group of people • The events have become part of the 
national consciousness. • a crisis that has faded from the pub¬ 
lic consciousness [=that the public no longer remembers or 
thinks about] 

3 : awareness or knowledge of something specified [count] 

— usually singular ■ a magazine that aims to raise the politi¬ 
cal consciousness of teenagers [=to make teenagers more 
aware of political issues] ■ I was impressed by his conscious¬ 
ness of our situation. ■ She developed a strong social con¬ 
sciousness. [=she became aware of important social issues] 
[noncount] He hopes that he can raise public consciousness of 
the disease. 

COnSCiOUSneSS—raising noun [noncount] : the process 
of making people understand and be interested in important 
social or political issues — often used before another noun ■ 
a consciousness-raising group/effort 
^on-script /kan'sknpt/ verb -scripts; -script-ed; 
-scripting [+ obj] : to force (someone) to serve in the 
armed forces : draft ■ The government is conscripting men 
for the army. • He was conscripted into the army. 
2 COn-SCript /*ka:n,sknpt/ noun, pi -scripts [count] : a per¬ 
son who is forced to serve in the armed forces : drafiee 

— con-script /'ka:n,sknpt/ adj, always used before a noun ■ 
conscript soldiers ■ a conscript army [=an army made up of 
conscripts] 

con-scrip-tion /kan'skripjan/ noun [noncount] : the prac¬ 
tice of ordering people by law to serve in the armed forces 
: draft ■ young people who face conscription into the army 
• a campaign to end conscription [=(USt) the draft] 

corvse-crate /'ka:ns3,kreit/ verb -crates; -crat*ed; 
-crat-ing [+obj\ 

1 : to officially make (something, such as a place or build¬ 
ing) holy through a special religious ceremony — usually 
used as (be) consecrated ■ The church was consecrated in 
1856. 'The bones are buried in consecrated ground. 

2 : to officially make (someone) a priest, bishop, etc., 
through a special religious ceremony — usually used as (be) 
consecrated ■ He was recently consecrated (as) a priest. 
consecrate yourself formal : to officially promise that you 

will give your time and attention to something (especially a 
religion) • They consecrated themselves to the church. 

— con-se-cra-tion /,ka:ns3'kreij3n/ noun, pi -tions 
[count, noncount] • the consecration of the church/bishop 

corvseou-tive /kan'sekjativ/ adj : following one after the 
other in a series : following each other without interruption ■ 
We had unusually cold temperatures for five consecutive 
[=successive] days. ■ The team has lost three consecutive 
games. [=three games in a row] 

— con-sec-u-tive-ly adv ■ The prints are signed by the art¬ 
ist and numbered consecutively, [-the prints are each given 
a number 1, 2, 3, 4, etc.] 

con-sen-su-al /kan'senfawal/ adj : agreed to by the peo¬ 
ple involved : done with the consent of the people involved ■ 
consensual sex ■ a consensual decision/act ■ She claims their 
relationship was consensual. 

— con-sen-su-al-ly adv • The decision was made consensu- 
ally. 

con-sen-sus /kan'sensas/ noun : a general agreement 
about something : an idea or opinion that is shared by all the 
people in a group [singular] The (general) consensus (of the 
group) was to go ahead with the plan. ■ Scientists have not 
reached a consensus on the cause of the disease. [=scientists 
do not yet agree about the cause of the disease] ■ There is a 
growing consensus [=more and more people agree] about/ 
on the need for further investigation. ■ What is the consen¬ 
sus of opinion among the experts? [=what do the experts all 
say?] [noncount] Everyone on the council seems to under¬ 
stand the need for consensus. • There is a lack of consensus 
among the citizens. ■ The decision was made by consensus. 

1 con«sent /kan'sent/ verb -sents; -sent-ed; -sent-ing [no 
obj] formal : to agree to do or allow something : to give per¬ 
mission for something to happen or be done ■ He was reluc¬ 
tant at first but finally consented. — often + to ■ He consented 
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to the plan. ■ Her father consented to the marriage. ■ She con¬ 
sented to a meeting. — sometimes followed by to + verb • The 
builder consented to do the repairs at no additional charge. 
2 COnsent noun [noncount] somewhat formal 

1 : permission for something to happen or be done • He did 
not give his consent for the use of his name in the advertise¬ 
ment. ■ No one may use the vehicle without the consent of 
the owner. ■ Students must have the consent of their parents 
to go on the trip. = Students must have parental consent to 
go on the trip. ■ We need written consent [=a document giv¬ 
ing permission] before we can publish the photograph. A 
consent form is a document that you sign in order to official¬ 
ly give your permission for something to happen or be done. 
■ Patients must sign a consent form before having surgery. 

— see also age of consent, informed consent 

2 : agreement about an opinion or about something that will 
happen or be done ■ This restaurant is, by common consent, 
the best in the city. [=people agree that this restaurant is the 
best in the city] ■ The contract was canceled last month by 
mutual consent [=the people involved agreed to cancel the 
contract] 

consenting adult noun, pi *** adults [count] law : a per¬ 
son who is legally considered old enough to decide to have 
sex : an adult who has consented to have sex 
COn*se*quence /'ka:ns3,kwens/ noun, pi -quenc-es 

1 [count] : something that happens as a result of a particular 
action or set of conditions ■ The slightest error can have seri¬ 
ous consequences. • What were the economic consequences 
of the war? ■ The decrease in sales was a consequence of 
some bad publicity about the company. ■ Some say many 
jobs will be lost as a consequence of the trade agreement. ■ 
He weighed/considered the consequences of making a career 
change. If you face/suffer the consequences of some¬ 
thing, you deal with the results of something that you have 
done. ■ When he made the decision to leave, he knew he 
would have to face the consequences. • She suffered the conse¬ 
quences of her error. 

2 [noncount] formal : importance or value ■ He was a man of 
consequence. [=he was an important man] • The outcome of 
the election will be of little consequence (to me). [=will not 
matter much to me] ■ The style you choose is of no conse¬ 
quence. • “What happened?” “Nothing of (any/great) conse¬ 
quence'' 

in consequence or as a consequence formal : as a result 
of something • She made some risky investments and in 
consequence [-consequently] lost a lot of money. = She lost 
a lot of money in consequence of some risky investments. ■ 
Hundreds of people became sick as a consequence [=as a 
result] of the poor sanitary conditions, 
corvse-quent /'kainsskwsnt/ adj, always used before a 
noun, somewhat formal : happening as a result of a particu¬ 
lar action or set of conditions ■ Weather forecasters predict 
heavy rains and consequent flooding. ■ Falling sales and a 
consequent loss of profits forced the company to lay off more 
workers. 

— con-se*quenMy /'ka:ns3,kwentli/ adv • The state’s 
economy was poor. Consequently , many college graduates 
were forced to move elsewhere in order to find jobs. 

COn*se*quen*tial AkcunsaMcwenJsl/ adj, formal 

1 [more most ~] : important • There have been several 
consequential innovations in their computer software. ■ The 
change to the schedule is not consequential. — opposite in¬ 
consequential 

2 : happening as a result : consequent ■ The company is 
considering layoffs but hopes to avoid a consequential loss in 
productivity. [=a loss in productivity because of the layoffs] 

— con-se-quen-tial-ly adv 
COn*ser*van*cy /ksn'sa-vsnsi/ noun, pi -cies 

1 [count] : an organization that works to protect animals, 
plants, and natural resources especially by purchasing and 
caring for areas of land ■ The land was recently donated to a 
local conservancy. — usually used in the names of organiza¬ 
tions ■ She works for the Nature Conservancy. 

2 [count] Brit : a group of officials who control and protect a 
river or port 

3 [noncount] : conservation ■ raising money for the con¬ 
servancy of natural resources ■ water conservancy 

COn-ser-va*tion /,ka:nsa i, veij'3n/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the protection of animals, plants, and natural resources ■ 
wildlife conservation ■ They are trying to raise money for 
conservation. ■ the conservation of the environment — often 
used before another noun ■ a conservation commission ■ a lo¬ 


cal group's conservation efforts ■ the efforts of a local conser¬ 
vation group ■ The property borders a conservation area 
[=an area of land that is protected and that cannot be built 
on or used for certain purposes] 

2 : the careful use of natural resources (such as trees, oil, 
etc.) to prevent them from being lost or wasted ■ water/for¬ 
est/energy conservation 

3 : the things that are done to keep works of art or things of 
historical importance in good condition • art conservation ■ 
She specializes in the conservation of furniture. • the conser¬ 
vation of religious shrines 

COn*ser*va»tiorMSt /,ka:nsa‘ , veij'3nist/ noun, pi -ists 
[count] : someone who works to protect animals, plants, and 
natural resources or to prevent the loss or waste of natural 
resources : a person who is involved in conservation 
COn*ser*va*tism /ksn’sawsitizsm/ noun [noncount] 

1 : belief in the value of established and traditional practices 
in politics and society ■ political conservatism — compare 

LIBERALISM 

2 : dislike of change or new ideas in a particular area ■ cul¬ 
tural/religious conservatism 

Con-ser-va-tive /ksn'savstiv/ adj 

1 [more most ~]: believing in the value of established and 
traditional practices in politics and society : relating to or 
supporting political conservatism ■ a conservative newspaper 
columnist ■ conservative politicians/policies ■ She is a liberal 
Democrat who married a conservative Republican. 

— compare ‘liberal 

2 Conservative : of or relating to the conservative party in 
countries like the United Kingdom and Canada ■ Conserva¬ 
tive voters/policies ■ the Conservative candidate 

3 [more most ~] : not liking or accepting changes or new 
ideas ■ He had some pretty conservative [= traditional , conven¬ 
tional] ideas about the way life should be. ■ She’s more con¬ 
servative now than she was in college. 

4 [more most ~] — used to describe a guess, estimate, 
etc., that is probably lower than the actual amount will be ■ 
He gave me a conservative estimate of how much repairs will 
cost. ■ She predicts that the total cost will be around 500 dol¬ 
lars, and that’s a conservative guess. [=the total cost will prob¬ 
ably be higher than that] 

5 [more most ~] : traditional in taste, style, or manners ■ 
Her taste in art is fairly conservative. • He is a conservative 
dresser. ■ a conservative suit 

6 [more most ~] : not willing to take risks ■ a conservative 
investor 

7 or Conservative : accepting and following many of the 
traditional beliefs and customs of a religion • Conservative 
Judaism 

— con-ser-va-tive-ly adv ■ The collection is conservatively 
valued at three million dollars. ■ He dresses conservatively. 

Conservative noun, pi -tives [count] 

1 : a person who believes in the value of established and tra¬ 
ditional practices in politics and society : a person who is po¬ 
litically conservative ■ His message is being well received by 
conservatives. — compare 2 liberal 

2 Conservative : a member or supporter of a conservative 
political party in countries like the United Kingdom and 
Canada 

COn*ser*va*toire/k3n , s0'V3,twaa'/ noun, pi -toires [count] 

Brit ! CONSERVATORY 1 

COn«ser-va*tO*ry /ksn'savSitori, Brit ksn'ssivstri/ noun, pi 
-ries [count] 

1 US : a school in which students are taught music, theater, 
or dance ■ a theater conservatory • the Peabody Conservatory 
of Music 

2 : a room or building with glass walls and a glass roof that is 
used for growing plants 

Con-serve /ksn'sav/ verb -serves; -served; -serv-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 : to keep (something) safe from being damaged or de¬ 
stroyed ■ The organization works to conserve [=save] our na¬ 
tional forests/wildlife. • a scientist who is studying ways to 
conserve [-preserve] biological diversity 

2 : to use (something) carefully in order to prevent loss or 
waste ■ With so little rain, everyone had to conserve water. ■ 
We need to conserve our natural resources. ■ Don’t run 
around too much—you need to conserve your strength. ■ 
conserving fuel/energy 

2 COn*serve /'kain^av/ noun, pi -serves [count, noncount] 
: a sweet food made by cooking pieces of fruit with sugar 

con-sid-er /ksn'sida•/ verb -ers; -ered; -er-ing 
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1 a : to think about (something or someone) carefully espe¬ 
cially in order to make a choice or decision [+ obj] We are 
considering you for the job. • She refused to consider my re¬ 
quest. • He seriously considered changing careers. ■ The jury 
has considered the evidence and reached a verdict. ■ The pol¬ 
icy was well researched and well considered. • Please consider 
what I’ve said. ■ We never considered the possibility that the 
plan could fail, [no obj\ He paused a moment to consider be¬ 
fore responding, b [+ obj] : to think about (something that 
is important in undemanding something or in making a de¬ 
cision or judgment) ■ You have to consider that he is only 
three years old. • When you consider how long she worked 
there, it’s suiprising that she would leave so suddenly. • His 
achievements are very impressive when you consider the 
fact that he never graduated from high school. 

2 [+ obj ] : to think about (a person or a person’s feelings) be¬ 
fore you do something in order to avoid making someone 
upset, angry, etc. ■ You have to learn to consider other peo¬ 
ple. • You never consider my feelings. 

3 [+ obj] : to think of or regard (someone or something) in a 
specified way • I consider the price (to be) too high. ■ We con¬ 
sider careful work (to be) essential. • We consider it an honor 
to have you here with us tonight. ■ a television program that 
is considered one of the best comedies ever • He considers 
himself to be a great writer. ■ Consider yourself lucky/fortu¬ 
nate that you survived the accident. [=you are lucky to have 
survived the accident] 

4 [+ obj] formal: to look at (someone or something) careful¬ 
ly and thoughtfully • He stepped back to consider the whole 
painting. 

all things considered — used for saying that a statement is 
true when you think about all the good and bad parts or 
results of something ■ All things considered , we’re pleased 
with how the project turned out. ■ It was a pretty good va¬ 
cation, all things considered. 

consider it done informal — used to say that you will glad¬ 
ly do something that someone has asked you to do • "Can 
you mail this letter for me?" “ Consider it done." 
COn»sid«er«able /kan'sidarabal/ adj [more most ~] 
: large in size, amount, or quantity ■ We received a consider¬ 
able number of complaints. ■ She was in considerable pain. • 
We have already wasted a considerable amount of time and 
money. ■ The murder trial attracted considerable public at¬ 
tention. ■ Damage to the vehicle was considerable. 

— con*sid*er*ably /kan'sidarabli/ adv • The house was con¬ 
siderably more expensive than what we could afford. 

COn*Sid-er-ate /kan'sidarat/ adj [more most ~] : think¬ 
ing about the rights and feelings of other people : showing 
kindness toward other people ■ She is one of the most consid¬ 
erate people I know. ■ He was considerate and turned down 
the stereo when we asked him to. — often + of m He is always 
considerate of other people’s feelings. ■ It was very consider¬ 
ate of you to offer to help. — opposite inconsiderate 

— con-sid*er*ate-ly adv ■ He always treats people consider¬ 
ately. 

COI>Sid«er*a»tion /kan.sida'rei/an/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount]: careful thought: the act of thinking carefully 
about something you will make a decision about • You 
should give some serious consideration to your retirement 
plans. ■ After careful consideration , he agreed to their re¬ 
quests. ■ Her suggestion is still under consideration by the 
committee. [=the people on the committee are still thinking 
about and discussing her suggestion] 

2 [noncount] : a desire to avoid doing something that will 
make another person sad, upset, angry, etc. ■ Show/have 
some consideration and turn down that radio. — often + for ■ 
He has no consideration for her feelings. ■ Out of consider¬ 
ation for the victim’s family, no photos will be shown. 

3 [count] : something that you think about when you make a 
choice or decision ■ Finding a house close to work was an 
important consideration for them. • Economic/practical con¬ 
siderations forced her to delay her education. ■ The tent 
weighs 10 pounds, which is no small consideration [=which is 
something that is important to think about] when you’re go¬ 
ing to be hiking. 

4 formal : payment for something [count] — usually singu¬ 
lar ■ She offered to do the job for a small consideration, 
[noncount] He charged a small fee in consideration of [=as 
payment for] his many services. 

take (something) into consideration : to think about 
(something) before you make a decision or form an opin¬ 
ion ■ We will take your experience into consideration [=we 
will think about how much experience you have] when we 


decide who will get the job. ■ Results of the study should be 
taken into consideration before the medication is pre¬ 
scribed to patients. ■ When you take everything Into con¬ 
sideration [=when you think about both the good and bad 
things], it really wasn’t a bad deal. • Taking everything into 
consideration [=all things considered], we’re probably bet¬ 
ter off now. 

COn*Sld*ered /kan^sid^d/ adj, always used before a noun, 
formal : resulting from careful thought • It’s my considered 
opinion that she was not guilty of the crime. ■ Their actions 
were a considered response to the violence. 

COn*Sid-er>ing /kan'sidang/ prep : when you think about 
or consider (something) — used to indicate a fact or situa¬ 
tion that is being thought of when a statement is made ■ He 
did very well in the campaign, especially considering his lack 
of experience. ■ Considering the damage to the car, it’s a mir¬ 
acle that no one was hurt in the accident. — sometimes used 
informally in speech without a following object to suggest 
something that is being thought of without being specifically 
mentioned ■ He didn’t win, but he did very well, considering. 
[=he did well when you consider the situation or circum¬ 
stances] 

— considering conj ■ He did well, considering (that) he had 
no experience. ■ She surprised us when she left the compa¬ 
ny so suddenly, especially considering (that) she had 
worked here for 20 years. 

con-sign /kan'sam/ verb -signs; -signed; -signing [+ 

obj] formal 

1 : to put (someone) in a usually unpleasant place or situa¬ 
tion — + to ■ Survivors described how they were consigned to 
laborcamps. ■ The accident left him consigned [=(more com¬ 
monly) confined] to a wheelchair. ■ When she first started 
working, she was consigned to a small, windowless office. — 
often used figuratively • He was consigned by fate to a life of 
poverty. 

2 : to put (something that is not wanted or used) in a place 
where old things are stored or thrown away — + to • old 
clothes that have been consigned to the attic ■ She consigned 
his letter to the wastebasket. [=she threw away his letter] — 
often used figuratively ■ a political movement that has been 
consigned to the dustbin of history [=a political movement 
that has been forgotten] ■ His career has been consigned to a 
mere footnote in the history books. 

3 : to send (something) to a person or place to be sold ■ She 
consigned the painting to an auction house. ■ The goods were 
consigned to him. 

con-sign-ment /kan'sainmant/ noun, pi -merits 

1 [count] : a quantity of goods that are sent to a person or 
place to be sold ■ a consignment of books/goods/cars ■ large 
consignments of grain 

2 [noncount] : the act or process of sending goods to a per¬ 
son or place to be sold ■ the consignment of goods 

on consignment — used to describe a situation in which 
goods are sent to a person who pays only for what is sold 
and who may return what is not sold ■ The goods were 
shipped/sold on consignment. 

consignment store noun, pi ~ stores [count] US : a 
store to which people bring items that they no longer want 
(such as old clothes, shoes, and equipment) to have them 
sold When an item at a consignment store is sold, the per¬ 
son who brought it to the store gets a portion of the money 
paid for it. 

COn-SISt /kan'sist/ verb, not used in progressive tenses -sists; 
-sist-ed; -sist-ing 

consist in [phrasal verb] consist in (something) formal : to 
have (something) as an essential or main part ■ Happiness 
consists in being satisfied with what you have. 
consist of [phrasal verb] consist of (something) : to be 
formed or made up of (specified things or people) ■ Break¬ 
fast consisted of cereal, fruit, and orange juice. ■ Coal con¬ 
sists mostly of carbon. • His wardrobe consists almost en¬ 
tirely of jeans and T-shirts. ■ The crowd consisted mainly/ 
largely of teenage girls. ■ The job mainly consists of 
classifying evidence. ■ a museum with a collection consist¬ 
ing entirely of portraits 

COn-SIS-ten-cy /kan'sistansi/ noun, pi -cies 
1 [noncount] : the quality or fact of being consistent: such as 
a : the quality or fact of staying the same at different times ■ 
His statements on this subject have lacked consistency. ; espe¬ 
cially : the quality or fact of being good each time • He’s a 
good pitcher, but he lacks consistency. [=his pitching is good 
in some games and bad in other games] ■ Customers expect 
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consistency in the quality of service they receive. • Practice 
will ensure greater consistency of performance, b : the 
quality or fact of having parts that agree with each other • 
Her argument lacks consistency. (=her argument is not logi¬ 
cal because its ideas do not agree with each other] 

2 : the quality of being thick, firm, smooth, etc. [count] 
paints of varying consistencies — usually singular • She 
mixed the dough to the right consistency. ■ The batter should 
have/be the consistency of pudding. ■ Boil the juice to the 
consistency of a thick syrup. [ noncount ] The paints vary in 
consistency. 

COn-SiS-tent /kai^sistant/ adj [more most ~] 

1 a : always acting or behaving in the same way • He is a 
consistent supporter of the museum. ■ We need to be more 
consistent in handling this problem. ■ Data from recent ex¬ 
periments show consistent results. (=results that do not 
change] b : of the same quality; especially : good each time 
• His pitching has always been very consistent. [= reliable ] • 
Customers expect that the quality of service they receive will 
be consistent. — opposite inconsistent 

2 : continuing to happen or develop in the same way ■ The 
pain has been consistent. ■ Your grades have shown consistent 
improvement this school year. ■ You need to exercise on a 
more consistent [= regular ] basis. — opposite inconsistent 

3 : having parts that agree with each other ■ Their descrip¬ 
tions of the accident were consistent. • She is not being con¬ 
sistent in her argument. [=her argument includes parts that 
do not agree with one another] : in agreement with some¬ 
thing • His statements were not consistent with the truth. 
l=were not true] ■ His symptoms are consistent with heart dis¬ 
ease. [=the symptoms he has are symptoms of heart disease] ■ 
The decision was consistent with the company's policy. 

— opposite inconsistent 

— con-sis-tent-ly adv • The technique is now being used 
consistently. • He consistently earned high grades all 
through high school. ■ She has played consistently all sea¬ 
son. ■ The store has consistently low prices. 

COn-SO-la-tion AkainsaMeiJan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : something that makes a person feel less sadness, disap¬ 
pointment, etc. [noncount] His apology was of little/no con¬ 
solation (to me). [=his apology did not make me feel much/ 
any better] ■ She found/took great consolation l -comfort ] in 
all the cards and letters she received. ■ If it’s any consolation 
(to you) [=if it helps you to feel better], no one else got much 
of a raise this year, either, [count] His kind words were a 
consolation to/for me. 

2 [count] : a contest in which people or teams that have pre¬ 
viously lost compete against each other — usually used be¬ 
fore another noun • a consolation game/match/race 

consolation prize noun, pi ~ prizes [count ]: a prize that 
is given to someone who has not won a contest 
COn-SO-la-tO-ry /kan'souta^ori, Brit kan'sDbtri/ adj, for¬ 
mal : intended to make someone who is sad or disappointed 
feel better ■ consolatory words • a consolatory pat on the 
shoulder 

1 COn«SOle /kan'soul/ verb -soles; -soled; -sol-ing [+ obj] 
: to try to make (someone) feel less sadness or disappoint¬ 
ment ■ She consoled [=comforted] him after his wife died. ■ 
Nothing could console her after his death. — often + with • I 
consoled myself with the thought that things could be much 
worse. 

— consolable acjj [more most —] • barely consolable 
— consoling adj ■ consoling words • a consoling smile/hug 

2 COn-SOle /'kain^ool/ noun, pi -soles [count] 

1 : a flat surface that contains the controls for a machine, 
for a piece of electrical equipment, etc. 

2 : a cabinet for a stereo or television that stands on the 
floor 

con-sol-i-date /k3n’sa:l9,deit/ verb -dates; -dat-ed; 
-dat-ing 

1 : to join or combine together into one thing [no obj] The 
two funds will consolidate into one. ■ The two companies 
consolidated. [=merged] [+ obj] I consolidated my loans. 

2 [+ obj] : to make (something, such as a position of power 
or control) stronger or more secure • The team consolidated 
[strengthened] their lead with another touchdown during 
the fourth quarter. ■ The administration hopes that such 
measures will consolidate its position. • Rebel forces have 
consolidated their hold on the region. 

— con-sol-i-da-tion /kan^cr.ta'dei/an/ noun, pi -tions 
[count, noncount] • the consolidation of power 

COn-SOm-ITie /,ka:ns3 a mei, Brit k9n*SDmei/ noun [non¬ 


count] : a clear soup that is usually made with seasoned meat 
1 COn*SO*nant /'kainsanant/ noun, pi -nants [count] 

1 : a speech sound (such as /p/, /d/, or /s/) that is made by 
partly or completely stopping the flow of air breathed out 
from the mouth 

2 : a letter that represents a consonant; especially : any letter 
of the English alphabet except a, e, i, o, u , and sometimes y 

— compare vowel 
2 COIlSOnant adj [more —; most ~] 

1 formal : in agreement with something — often + with • The 
decision was consonant with [-consistent with] the company’s 
usual practice. 

2 music : in harmony • consonant chords — opposite disso¬ 
nant 

— con-so-nance /'kainsanas/ noun, pi -nanc-es [non¬ 
count] musical consonance - His beliefs are in consonance 
with [=agree with] the political party’s views, [count] the 
pleasing consonances of the symphony 

1 con-sort /kan'soa*/ verb -sorts; -sort-ed; -sort-ing 
consort with [phrasal verb] consort with (someone) formal + 
disapproving : to spend time with (someone) ■ There is evi¬ 
dence that he has consorted with criminals. 

2 COn-SOrt / l ka:n,soa , t/ noun, pi -sorts [count] formal : a wife 
or husband of a king, queen, emperor, etc. 

COn-SOr-tium /kan^oatfam, kan'soa'tijam/ noun, pi con¬ 
sortia /-Ja, -tija/ also con-sor-tlums [count] : a group of 
people, companies, etc., that agree to work together • A Jap¬ 
anese consortium invested millions in the technology. • a con¬ 
sortium of universities/banks/newspapers 
COn-spiC-U-OUS /kan'spikjawas/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : very easy to see or notice ■ There were a number of con¬ 
spicuous changes to the building. ■ The sign was placed in a 
very conspicuous spot/position. ■ The bird has a conspicuous 
red head. ■ She felt very conspicuous in her pink coal. ■ He 
was uncomfortable about his conspicuous weight gain. • The 
President was conspicuous by his absence at the peace 
talks. (=his absence was very noticeable; people had expect¬ 
ed him to be there and noticed that he wasn’t] — opposite 
INCONSPICUOUS 

2 : attracting attention by being great or impressive • The 
business was a conspicuous success. • conspicuous bravery 

— con-spic-u-ous-ly adv ■ The sign was placed very con¬ 
spicuously. • He was conspicuously [= noticeably ] absent 
from the meeting. — con-spic-u-ous-ness /kan^pikja- 
wasnas/ noun [noncount] 

conspicuous consumption noun [noncount] : the act 
or practice of spending money on expensive things that are 
not necessary in order to impress other people ■ a culture of 
conspicuous consumption 
COn-spir-a-cy /kan'spirasi/ noun, pi -cies 

1 [count] : a secret plan made by two or more people to do 
something that is harmful or illegal • The CIA uncovered a 
conspiracy against the government. 

2 [noncount] : the act of secretly planning to do something 
that is harmful or illegal ■ They were accused of conspiracy 
to commit murder. 

conspiracy of silence noun [singular] : a secret agree¬ 
ment made between two or more people to not talk about 
something • There seems to be a conspiracy of silence as far as 
his resignation is concerned. 

conspiracy theory noun, pi - -ries [count] : a theory 
that explains an event or situation as the result of a secret 
plan by usually powerful people or groups • Conspiracy theo¬ 
ries sprung up soon after the leader’s assassination. 

— conspiracy theorist noun, pi ~ -rists [count] • Conspir¬ 
acy theorists believe the government is hiding evidence of 
UFOs. 

COn-spir-a-tor /kan'spirata 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] : a per¬ 
son who is involved in a secret plan to do something harmful 
or illegal : a person who is involved in a conspiracy 
con-spir-a-to-ri-al /kan^pira'torijol/ adj 

1 : involving a secret plan by two or more people to do 
something that is harmful or illegal : of or relating to a con¬ 
spiracy • conspiratorial plots/plans 

2 [more most ~J: suggesting that something secret is be¬ 
ing shared • She gave me a conspiratorial smile/wink across 
the table. ■ His voice became low and conspiratorial. 

— con-spir-a-to-ri-al-ly adv • He winked conspiratorially. 
con-spire /kan'sp^j^/ verb -spires; -spired; -spir-ing [no 

obj] 

1 : to secretly plan with someone to do something that is 
harmful or illegal — often followed by to + verb • They were 
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accused of conspiring to overthrow the government. ■ She 
conspired with him to smuggle the paintings out of the coun¬ 
try. — often + against ■ He thought that they were conspiring 
against him. 

2 : to happen in a way that produces bad or unpleasant re¬ 
sults — often followed by to + verb • My illness and the bad 
weather conspired to ruin my vacation. ■ Several things con¬ 
spired to force them to change the policy. — often + against ■ 
The organizer of the festival thinks the weather has con¬ 
spired against him. 

con-sta-ble /'kainstabal, 'k/vnstabal/ noun, pi -stables 
[count] 

1 US : a public official whose job is similar to that of a police 
officer but who is elected or appointed rather than hired 

2 chiefly Brit : police constable 
COn*Stab*U*lary /kan'stsebjaleri, Brit kan'stzebjatari/ noun, 

pi -lar-ies [count] Brit: the police force of a particular area 
COn«Stan«Cy /'karnstansi/ noun [noncount] formal 

1 : the quality of staying the same : lack of change • the con¬ 
stancy of the Earth’s rotation » maintaining constancy of 
speed 

2 : the quality of being loyal to a person or belief ■ There was 
no doubt of his constancy [-fidelity] to his wife. 

1 constant /'ka:nstant/ adj 

1 : happening all the time or very often over a period of time 
■ He suffers from constant headaches. ■ The noise from the 
construction was constant [-continuous] from early morning 
until evening. ■ Her constant chatter was a nuisance. ■ The 
house is in constant need of repairs. ■ The scar serves as a 
constant reminder of the accident. ■ a problem demanding 
constant attention/care — opposite inconstant 

2 [more most ~] : staying the same : not changing ■ The 
equipment should be stored at a constant temperature. ■ He 
kept the car’s speed constant. ■ She has struggled to maintain 
a constant weight. — opposite inconstant 

3 formal + literary : always loyal ■ They remained constant 

friends throughout their lives. ■ Their friendship was con¬ 
stant. -Opposite INCONSTANT 

— con-stant-ly adv ■ He talked constantly all through the 
movie. ■ They complained constantly about the noise. 
2 COnstant noun, pi -stants [count] 

1 : something that stays the same : something that does not 
change • Her job was the one constant in her life. 

2 technical : a quantity or number whose value does not 
change 

con-stel-la-tion /tkainsta'leijan/ noun, pi -tions [count] 

1 : a group of stars that forms a particular shape in the sky 
and has been given a name ■ The constellation Ursa Major 
contains the stars of the Big Dipper. 

2 formal : a group of people or things that are similar in 
some way ■ A large constellation of relatives and friends at¬ 
tended the funeral. ■ The patient presented a constellation of 
symptoms. 

COn«Ster-na-tion /^ainsta^neijan/ noun [noncount] for¬ 
mal : a strong feeling of surprise or sudden disappointment 
that causes confusion ■ The candidate caused consternation 
among his supporters by changing positions on a key issue. ■ 
Much to her parents* consternation , she had decided to not 
go to college. ■ They stared at each other in consternation 
[-dismay], not knowing what to do. 
corvsti-pat-ed /'kainsta^eitad/ adj : unable to easily re¬ 
lease solid waste from your body : unable to have a bowel 
movement easily 

corvsti-pa-tion /^amsta'peijan/ noun [noncount] : the 
condition of being unable to easily release solid waste from 
your body : the condition of being unable to have a bowel 
movement easily ■ A side effect of the drug is constipation. 
COn-Stit-U-en-Cy /kan'stitfawansi/ noun, pi -cies [count] 

1 : a group of people who support or who are likely to sup¬ 
port a politican or political party ■ the governor’s conserva¬ 
tive/liberal constituency ■ the party’s core constituencies ■ An¬ 
alysts say she has a good chance of being elected because she 
appeals to a broad constituency. [=many different kinds of 
people like her and will vote for her] 

2 a : the people who live and vote in an area ■ The senator’s 
constituency includes a large minority population, b Brit: a 
voting area : a district with an elected representative ■ He 
was elected to represent a Liverpool constituency. 

3 : a group of people who support, are served by, or are rep¬ 
resented by an organization, business, etc. ■ a corporation’s 
constituency 

Con-Stit-U-ent /kan'stitfawant/ noun, pi -ents [count] 


1 : any one of the people who live and vote in an area : a 
member of a constituency ■ She’s pledged to help her elderly 
constituents. ■ Many senators have received calls from con¬ 
stituents who want them to vote in favor of the law. 

2 : one of the parts that form something ■ the chemical con¬ 
stituents of the liquid 

Constituent adj, always used before a noun : forming part 
of a whole ■ The company can be separated into several con¬ 
stituent parts/elements. 

COn-Sti-tute /'ka:nst3,tu:t, Brit 'kDnst3,tju:t/ verb -tutes; 
-tut-ed; -tut-ing formal 

1 not used in progressive tenses [linking verb] : to make up or 
form something ■ Women constitute 70 percent of the student 
population at the college. ■ Twelve months constitute a year. 
[=a year is made up of 12 months] 

2 not used in progressive tenses [linking verb] : to be the same 
as something : to be equivalent to something ■ The court de¬ 
termined that the search of their house constituted 
[=amounted to] a violation of their rights. 

3 [+ obj] : to establish or create (an organization, a govern¬ 
ment, etc.) — usually used as (be) constituted ■ The recently 
constituted government will hold elections in May. 

COn-Sti-tU-tion ^kainsta'tuijan, Brit .kDnsta'tjuiJan/ noun, 
pi -tions 

1 [count] a : the system of beliefs and laws by which a 
country, state, or organization is governed ■ The state’s con¬ 
stitution has strict rules about what tax money can be used 
for. ■ The right to free speech is guaranteed by the (U.S.) 
Constitution. ■ Members of the club have drafted a new con¬ 
stitution. b : a document that describes this system ■ The 
state’s original constitution is on display at the museum. 

2 [count] : the physical health and condition of a person or 
animal ■ He has a robust/weak/tough constitution. ■ Only an¬ 
imals with strong constitutions are able to survive the island’s 
harsh winters. 

3 [noncount] formal : the form or structure of something ■ 
What is the molecular constitution of the chemical? 

1 COn-Sti-tU-tion-al /.kainsta'tuijanl, Brit .kDnsta'tjuiJanl/ 
adj 

1 always used before a noun : of or relating to the system of 
beliefs and laws that govern a country : of or relating to a 
constitution ■ She is in favor of a constitutional amendment 
[=an amendment to the constitution] to overturn the unpop¬ 
ular law. • constitutional law 

2 : allowed by a country’s constitution • That kind of pun¬ 
ishment is not constitutional. [=is not allowed by the consti¬ 
tution] ■ the constitutional guarantee of free speech ■ a consti¬ 
tutional right to vote — opposite unconstitutional 

3 a : of or relating to the health and strength of a person’s 
body ■ Constitutional symptoms of the disease include head¬ 
ache and fever, b : of or relating to a person’s basic nature 
or character ■ He has a constitutional dislike of controversy. 

— con-sti-tu-tion-aMy adv ■ Free speech is a constitutional¬ 
ly guaranteed right in the U.S. ■ He is constitutionally inca¬ 
pable of sitting still for more than a minute. [=it is not his 
nature to be able to sit still for more than a minute.] 

Constitutional noun, pi -als [count] old-fashioned : a brief 
walk that you take to improve your health ■ She’s gone out 
for her morning constitutional. 

COn*Sti«tU*tion*al*ism ^kainsta'tuijanajizam, Brit 

.kDnsta'tjuiJana^izam/ noun [noncount] : the belief that a 

government should be based on a constitution ■ the doctrine 
of constitutionalism 

— con-sti'tU'tion-aUist /.kamsta'tuijanalist, Brit ,kDnsta- 
•tjuijanalist/ noun, pi -ists [count] 

COn-Sti-tU-tion-al-i-ty /(kamsta.tur/a'ngetati, Brit 

jkDnsta^juiJVnselati/ noun [noncount] : the state of being al¬ 
lowed by or in agreement with a constitution : the state of 
being constitutional ■ He questions the constitutionality of 
the proposed law. 

constitutional monarchy noun, pi ~ -chies [count] : a 
system of government in which a country is ruled by a king 
and queen whose power is limited by a constitution 
con-strain /kan'strein/ verb -strains; -strained; -strain¬ 
ing [+ obj] 

1 : to limit or restrict (something or someone) ■ She believes 
that too much instruction constrains [=limits] an artist’s cre¬ 
ativity. ■ People with criminal backgrounds are legally con¬ 
strained [restricted] from working for some government 
agencies. — often used as (be) constrained • We were con¬ 
strained [=limited] by the short amount of time we had. ■ 
Teenagers often feel constrained [-limited] by rules. 
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2 formal : to use pressure to force (someone) to do some¬ 
thing — usually used as (be) constrained ■ She felt con¬ 
strained [=(more commonly) felt compelled] to apologize for 
the harm she’d done. 

Constrained adj [more most ~] formal : not done or 
happening naturally ■ It was obvious from his constrained 
[-forced] smile that he was not enjoying himself. ■ con¬ 
strained behavior 

constraint /kan'streint/ noun, pi -straints 

1 [count] : something that limits or restricts someone or 
something ■ Lack of funding has been a major constraint on 
the building’s design. — usually plural ■ Budget constraints 
[-restrictions] have forced me to revise my travel plans. [=I’ve 
changed my travel plans because I do not have enough mon¬ 
ey] ■ Because of time constraints [-limitations], speeches will 
be limited to five minutes. ■ Tradition puts/places/imposes 
constraints on I=puts limits on] people and their actions. 

2 [noncount] : control that limits or restricts someone’s ac¬ 
tions or behavior ■ They demand freedom from constraint. • 
They refuse to work under constraint any longer. 

con-strict /kan'strikt/ verb -stricts; -strict-ed; -strict- 
ing 

1 a [+obj] : to make (something) narrower, smaller, or tight¬ 
er • These shoes are too small and constrict [-squeeze] my 
feet. • The drug is used to constrict blood vessels, b [no obj] 
: to become narrower, smaller, or tighter ■ The drug causes 
the blood vessels to constrict, [-contract] 

2 [+ obj] : to prevent or keep (something or someone) from 
developing freely ■ The declining economy has constricted 
job opportunities. ■ a life constricted by poverty and disease ■ 
He felt constricted by their notions of what was proper. 

- con-striotion /kan'stnkjan/ noun, pi -tions [non¬ 
count] The drug causes constriction of blood vessels. 
[count] constrictions in blood vessels 

constrictor see boa constrictor 
1 construct /kan'strAkt/ verb -structs; -struct *ed; 
-struct-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to build or make (something physical, such as a road, 
bridge, or building) • They plan to construct a bam behind 
the house. ■ a newly constructed bridge/building ■ The table is 
constructed [-made] of wood and steel. 

2 : to make or create (something, such as a story or theory) 
by organizing ideas, words, etc. • The author constructs all 
the stories around one theme. ■ a well -constructed argument 

3 mathematics : to draw (a shape) according to a set of in¬ 
structions or rules ■ Construct a triangle that has sides of 
equal length. 

— con-struc-tor /kan'strAkta 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] ■ a 
constructor of sound arguments 

Construct noun, pi -structs [count] formal : something 
(such as an idea or a theory) that is formed in people’s minds 
■ He argues that time is a subjective construct with no objec¬ 
tive existence. ■ Class distinctions are a social construct. [=an 
idea that has been created and accepted by the people in a 
society] 

CQn-Struc»tion /kan'strAkfan/ noun, pi -tions 
1 [noncount] a”: the act or process of building something 
(such as a house or road) • Construction of the new bridge 
will begin in the spring. ■ Construction on the bridge will oc¬ 
cur daily from 8:00 p.m. to 4:00 a.m. ■ The new school is now 


under construction. [=is now being built] — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ construction costs/equipment/materials ■ 
They haven't chosen a construction site for the building yet. 
[=they haven’t decided where the building will be built yet] 
b : the business of building things (such as houses or roads) ■ 
“What do you do for a living?” “I’m in construction." [=1 do 
work that involves building things] ■ the construction indus¬ 
try 

2 [noncount] : the way something is built or made ■ Note the 
similar construction of the buildings. ■ I like these binoculars 
because of their sturdy construction. [=because they are 
strongly built] 

3 [count] : the way words in a sentence or phrase are ar¬ 
ranged ■ Some people think it is wrong to end a sentence 
with a preposition, but the construction is quite common in 
English. ■ That verb is commonly used in passive construc¬ 
tions. ■ This word is used in positive/negative constructions. 

4 [noncount] : the process of organizing ideas or thoughts 
into a new theory, statement, etc. ■ His ideas were pivotal in 
the construction of a new way to understand time and space. 

5 [count] formal : a way of understanding something ■ Don’t 
put a negative construction on what I said: [=don’t under¬ 
stand what I said in a negative way] • a broad/strict construc¬ 
tion [-interpretation] of the Constitution 

construction paper noun [noncount] US : a kind of thick 
paper that comes in many colors and is used especially by 
children in school to create art 

COn-StrUC'tive /kan'strAktiv/ adj [more most ~] : help¬ 
ing to develop or improve something : helpful to someone 
instead of upsetting and negative • I tried to offer constructive 
criticism/suggestions/comments. ■ Your feedback was not 
very constructive. • The program helps people recently re¬ 
leased from prison figure out how they can play a construc¬ 
tive role in society. 

— con-struc-tive-ly adv 

con-strue /kan'stru:/ verb -strues; -strued; -stru-ing [+ 

obj] somewhat formal 

1 : to understand (an action, event, remark, etc.) in a partic¬ 
ular way — usually + as ■ He construed my actions as hostile. 

— often used as (be) construed ■ Her frustration was con¬ 
strued [= perceived , interpreted) as anger. — compare mis¬ 
construe 

2 : to understand the meaning of (a word, phrase, or sen¬ 
tence) ■ The way the court construes various words has 
changed over time. 

COn-SUl /'kamsal/ noun, pi -suls [count] 

1 : a government official whose job is to live in a foreign 
country and protect and help the citizens of his or her own 
country who are traveling, living, or doing business there 

— compare ambassador 

2 : either one of two chief officials of the ancient Roman re¬ 
public who were elected every year 

— con-sul*ar /'kcr.nsalas Brit 'konsjala/ adj ■ a consular offi¬ 
cial 

con-sul-ate /'ka.nsalat/ noun, pi -ates [count] : the build¬ 
ing where a consul lives and works ■ the Russian consulate in 
Washington, D.C. 

COn-SUlt /kan'sAlt/ verb -suits; -sult-ed; -suiting 

1 [+ obj] : to go to (someone, such as a doctor or lawyer) for 
advice : to ask for the professional opinion of (someone) ■ 
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consult a lawyer/accountant about a business matter ■ You 
should not attempt these exercises without first consulting 
your doctor. 

2 : to talk about something with (someone) in order to make 
a decision [+ obj\ He made the decision without consulting 
me. ■ I expect to be consulted on important decisions, [no 
obj] — + with ■ I’ll need to consult with my husband before I 
can sign the papers. 

3 [+ obj ] : to look for information in (something, such as a 
book or map) ■ consult a dictionary ■ I don’t remember that 
part of the meeting; I’ll have to consult my notes. 

4 I no obj\ chiefly US : to give professional advice to a person, 
organization, or company for a fee : to work as a consultant 

■ She consults for a living. 

— consulting noun [noncount] ■ Since she retired, she’s 
done some consulting for the company. ■ He works for a 
consulting company. [=a company that gives professional 
advice to other companies for a fee] 

COn-SUl-tan-Cy /kan'sAltnsi/ noun, pi -cies [count] : a 
company that gives professional advice to other companies 
for a fee : a consulting company ■ The company has hired an 
excellent marketing consultancy. 
corvsult-ant /kan'sAltnt/ noun, pi -ants [count] 

1 : a person who gives professional advice or services to 
companies for a fee ■ an advertising/management consultant 

■ They’ve hired a computer consultant to assess how the com¬ 
pany can upgrade its system. 

2 Brit : a hospital doctor of the highest rank who is an expert 
in a particular area of medicine ■ a cardiology consultant 
[=; specialist] 

COtVSUMa-tion /.kainsal'teijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : a meeting in which someone (such as a doctor or 
lawyer) talks to a person about a problem, question, etc. ■ 
Many accountants offer a free consultation before charging 
for their work. ■ telephone consultations • After a series of 
consultations with doctors, a date for the operation was set. 

2 : a discussion about something that is being decided 
[count] The group had a series of consultations with members 
of Congress, [noncount] The town decided to close the park 
without any consultation with town residents. ■ After consul¬ 
tation with the judge, lawyers decided to drop the case. ■ The 
book was chosen in consultation with [=after consulting] a 
panel of experts. ■ a consultation period/process 

3 : the act of looking for information in a book, on a map, 
etc. [ noncount ] Consultation of city records confirms that 
she lived there in the 1950s. ■ Several dictionaries are avail¬ 
able for consultation, [count] a quick consultation of the city 
records 

COrVSUMa-tive /kan'sAltativ/ adj, formal 

1 : giving advice ■ a consultative document 

2 : having power only to give advice and not to make deci¬ 
sions ■ a consultative committee/council 

Consulting room noun, pi ~ rooms [count] : a room 
where a doctor examines and talks to patients ^ Consulting 
room is more common in British English than in U.S. En¬ 
glish. 

COn-SUm*able /kan'sumabal, Brit kan'sju.mabgl/ adj — 
used to describe products that need to be replaced after they 
have been used for a period of time ■ paper, pencils, and oth¬ 
er consumable goods 

— consumable noun . pi -ables [count] — usually plural ■ 
paper, pencils, and other consumables 

COn-SUme /kan'suim, Brit kan'sjuim/ verb -sumes; 
-sumed; -sum-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to eat or drink (something) ■ The dogs consume [=eat] a 
bag of dog food each week. ■ They consumed [=drank] a lot 
of beer at the party. — sometimes used figuratively ■ He con¬ 
sumes [=devours] 10 novels a month, synonyms see eat 

2 : to use (fuel, time, resources, etc.) ■ The new lights con¬ 
sume less electricity. ■ She’s making an effort to live more 
simply and consume less. ■ Most of our time was consumed 
[=taken up] by the search. ■ The car repair consumed [-used 
up] his entire paycheck. — see also time-consuming 

3 : to destroy (something) with fire ■ Hundreds of books 
were consumed in the fire. ■ Fire consumed the building. 

4 : to take all of a person’s attention, energy, time, etc. ■ 
Work on the project has consumed his attention for many 
months. = Work on the project has consumed him. — usual¬ 
ly used as (be) consumed ■ The movie tells the story of a 
woman consumed by ambition/hatred. ■ He was consumed 
with/by jealousy. 

— consuming adj • He has a consuming interest in politics. 


[=he is extremely interested in politics] ■ Her all-consuming 
passion was music. [=music was an interest that took all of 
her time and attention; music was the only thing she 
thought about] 

COn-Sum-er /kan'suima 1 , Brit kan'sjuima 1 / noun, pi -ers 
[count] : a person who buys goods and services ■ Many con¬ 
sumers are still not comfortable making purchases on the In¬ 
ternet. — often used before another noun ■ Consumer spend¬ 
ing is increasing. ■ consumer services ■ consumer demands/ 
preferences 

consumer durables noun [plural] Brit : durable 
goods 

Consumer goods noun [plural] : products that people 
buy for personal use or for use at home ■ a range of consum¬ 
er goods, from clothing to cameras to food 
COn-SUm-er-ism /kan'suin^nzam, Brit k3n*sju:m9,nz9m/ 
noun [noncount] ojlen disapproving 

1 : the belief that it is good for people to spend a lot of mon¬ 
ey on goods and services 

2 : the actions of people who spend a lot of money on goods 
and services ■ concerns about increasing consumerism 
among teenagers 

— con-sum-er-ist /kgn'su.marist, Brit ksn'sju.manst/ adj • 
a consumerist culture 

consumer price index noun 
the consumer price index US : a list of prices of goods and 
services that shows how much prices have changed in a 
given period of time — abbr. CPI — called also (Brit) retail 
price index 

1 COn-SUm-mate /'kernsamat, kan'sAmat/ adj, always used 
before a noun 

1 : very good or skillful ■ a consummate politician/actor/ 
professional ■ She’s a consummate storyteller. ■ He plays the 
piano with consummate skill. 

2 : very bad ■ consummate cruelty/evil ■ a consummate liar 

— con-sum-mate-ly adv • a consummately skillful pianist 

2 Con*Sum*mate /'kcrnsa.meit/ verb -mates; -mat-ed; 
-mat-ing [+ obj] formal 

1 : to make (a marriage or romantic relationship) complete 
by having sex ■ They were married for three months before 
the marriage was consummated, [^before they had sex] 

2 : to make (something) perfect or complete ■ consummate 
an alliance ■ The bargaining process went on for a few days, 
but the deal was never consummated. • Their happiness was 
consummated when their son was bom. 

— con-sum-ma-tion Akainsa'meijan/ noun [noncount] ■ 
Without consummation , the marriage can be annulled by 
the church. ■ the consummation of their happiness 

COn-SUmp-tion /kan'sAmp.fan/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the act of eating or drinking something ■ alcohol/milk/ 
chocolate consumption = the consumption of alcohol/milk/ 
chocolate ■ Farms in the area grow food mostly for local con¬ 
sumption. [=they sell most of the food they grow to people 
who live nearby] ■ This food is not fit for human consump¬ 
tion. [=not fit to be eaten by people] • The doctor recom¬ 
mended that she reduce her consumption of sugar. [=that she 
eat less sugar] 

2 : the use of something (such as fuel) ■ electricity/gas con¬ 
sumption = the consumption of electricity/gas ■ The jet’s high 
fuel consumption makes it expensive to operate. 

3 : use by a particular group of people ■ The governor said 
that the report was not for public consumption. {=it was not 
meant to be seen by the general public; it was intended only 
for a few people] 

4 : the act of buying things ■ Rates of consumption typically 
rise as income increases. — see also conspicuous con¬ 
sumption 

5 old-fashioned : tuberculosis * He died of consumption. 
COn-SUmp-tive /kan'sAmptiv/ noun, pi -fives [count] old- 

fashioned : a person who has tuberculosis ■ a hospital for 
consumptives 

— consumptive adj ■ consumptive patients 

COnt. also cont’d abbr continued ■ cont. on page 15 ■ listings 
cont’d on pg. 4 

1 COn-tact /‘ka:n,taekt/ noun , pi -tacts 

1 [noncount] : the state or condition that exists when two 
people or things physically touch each other : a state of 
touching ■ Physical contact between a mother and child is 
very important. ■ the point of contact between the bat and 
the ball [=the point where the bat and ball touch each other] 
■ a disease that is spread by sexual contact ■ The players made 
contact [=touched or hit each other] and a foul was called. ■ 
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The train's wheels should make contact with [-touch] the 
track continuously. • Do not let your skin come in/into con¬ 
tact with [-touch] the acid. • The chemical kills germs on con¬ 
tact (=as soon as the chemical touches the germs] 

2 a [noncount] : the state or condition that exists when peo¬ 
ple see and communicate with each other • The actor has 
had little contact with the public [=has not interacted much 
with the public] in recent years. • It was during that time that 
native people first came into/in contact with [=first saw and 
began communicating with] the settlers. • She joined a book 
club to get a little human contact [interaction with other 
people] while the kids were in school. ■$* Your contact infor¬ 
mation is the information (such as your telephone number, 
address, or e-mail address) that tells someone how to com¬ 
municate with you. • Don’t forget to put your contact infor¬ 
mation on the application. If you are in contact with 
someone, you communicate with them sometimes. ■ "Are 
you in contact [=in touch] with them?” “No, I haven’t been in 
contact with them for years. I don’t even know where they 
live anymore.” ■ We kept/stayed in close contact [=we com¬ 
municated often] after college. • He’s been in direct contact 
with the president. [=he has communicated directly with the 
president] • We d lost touch, but a mutual friend put us in 
contact (with each other) again. ■> If you lose contact with 
someone or something, you are no longer able to communi¬ 
cate with that person or thing. • I lost contact [-lost touch] 
with her years ago, but recently got her e-mail address 
through a mutual friend. • We lost radio contact with the ship 
for a short time. [=we could not communicate with the ship 
using their radio] If you make/establish contact, you have 
succeeded in communicating with someone. • She’s been try¬ 
ing to make contact with distant relatives. ■ The phone sys¬ 
tem wasn’t working so we weren’t able to make contact. ■ We 
were finally able to establish contact with them, b [count] 
: an occurrence in which people communicate with each 
other • Contacts between the two leaders have been frequent 
in recent weeks. — see also EYE CONTACT 

3 [count] : a person who you know and who can be helpful 
to you especially in business ■ I applied for a job at that law 
firm because ! have a contact there. • business contacts ^ 
Someone who is listed as a contact in information from a 
company or organization is the person you can write to or 
call with questions about that company or organization. 

4 [count]: contact lens • He lost one of his contacts in the 
swimming pool. 

5 [count] a : the connection of two objects (such as pieces 
of metal) that allows an electrical current to pass through 
them ■ The contact must be maintained for the current to 
flow, b : a part through which electricity passes from one 
object to another • The camera’s flash isn’t working because 
the electrical contacts need to be cleaned. 

2 Contact verb -tacts; -tact-ed; -tact-lng [+ obj] : to call or 
write to (someone or something) : to communicate with 
(someone or something) • For more information, contact the 
city’s tourism office. • We were able to contact them by radio. 
• She contacted everyone on the list. 

3 COntaCt adj, always used before a noun 

1 sports : allowing players to touch or hit each other • Ice 
hockey is a contact sport. 

2 : acting when physical contact occurs • contact insecti¬ 
cides/poisons 

contact lens noun, pi ~ lens¬ 
es [count] : a thin piece of round 
plastic that is worn on the eye to 
improve vision ■ She wears con¬ 
tact lenses more often than glass¬ 
es. — called also contact 
con-ta-gion /kan’teicfean/ noun, 
pi -gions medical 

1 [noncount] : the process by 
which a disease is passed from 
one person or animal to another 
by touching • a disease that 
spreads by contagion • People 
have been warned to keep out of 
the area to avoid contagion. 

2 [count] : a disease that can be 
passed from one person or animal to another by touching : a 
contagious disease • a deadly contagion — often used figura¬ 
tively • The news created a contagion of fear that spread 
through the country. 

COn-ta*gioUS /kan'teufcas/ adj [more most —] 


1 : able to be passed from one person or animal to another 
by touching • a contagious disease • It’s a highly contagious 
virus. — compare infectious 

2 : having a sickness that can be passed to someone else by 
touching • I have a cold and I’m still contagious. • I’m sick, 
but the doctor says I’m not contagious. 

3 : capable of being easily spread to others : causing other 
people to feel or act a similar way • She has a contagious 
smile. [=her smile makes other people smile; her smile makes 
other people happy] ■ contagious enthusiasm/laughter 

— con-ta-gious-ly adv • a contagiously enthusiastic person 
— con-ta-gious-ness noun [noncount] 

contain /kan'tem/ verb -tains; -tained; -tainting [+ obj] 

1 : to have (something) inside • The box contains [=holds] an 
assortment of old papers. • The room was barely big enough 
to contain everyone who came to the meeting. 

2 : to have or include (something) • The book contains over 
200 recipes. • The article contains information on how to 
plan your retirement. • foods that contain a high level of fat ■ 
The movie contains something for both children and adults. 

3 : to keep (something) from spreading : to keep (some¬ 
thing) within limits • Firefighters contained the wildfires. ■ 
State health officials have succeeded in containing the virus. 

4 : to keep (a feeling or yourself) under control • The chil¬ 
dren could barely contain their excitement as the day of the 
festival drew near. • When she saw that they were all safe, she 
could not contain herself [=control her feelings] and broke 
into tears of relief. — see also self-contained 

— con*tain*able /kan'temabal/ adj • Health officials believe 
the virus is containable and are doing what they can to 
keep it from spreading. • barely containable excitement 

COn»tain»er /kan'tenW noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : an object (such as a box or can) that can hold something 
■ The tea leaves come in a small metal container. ■ bowls, 
boxes, jars, and other containers 

2 : a large box that goods are placed in so that they can be 
moved from one place to another on a ship, airplane, train, 
or truck • The shipment of tools arrived at the dock in cargo 
containers yesterday. 

Container ship noun, pi ~ ships [count] : a large ship 
made to carry cargo containers — see picture at ship 
COn-tain*ment /kan'teinmant/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the act of preventing the spread of something ■ The com¬ 
pany’s hazardous waste containment plan is being reviewed. ■ 
trying to achieve cost containment [=trying to prevent costs 
from becoming too high] 

2 : actions that are intended to keep an unfriendly govern¬ 
ment from getting more power • The government needs to 
adopt a containment strategy. 

COn*tam*i*nant /kan'Uemanant/ noun, pi -nants [count] 
: something that makes a place or a substance (such as wa¬ 
ter, air, or food) no longer suitable for use : something that 
contaminates a place or substance ■ a water contaminant 
con-tam-i-nate /kan'Uemajneit/ verb -nates; -nat*ed; 
-nat-ing [+ obj] : to make (something) dangerous, dirty, or 
impure by adding something harmful or undesirable to it • 
The water was contaminated [= polluted] with chemicals. • Be 
careful not to allow bacteria to contaminate the wound. ■ 
Don’t touch the microchip or the oil on your hands will con¬ 
taminate it. • Make sure the white paint is not contaminated 
by any of the other colors. — often used figuratively • The 
election process has been contaminated by corruption. ■ 
Racist ideas have contaminated their minds. 

— contaminated adj [more most —] • contaminated 
food/water — con-tanvi-na-tion /ka^Uema'neiJan/ 
noun [noncount] • contamination of the water by chemicals 
■ Clean the wound and bandage it to prevent contamina¬ 
tion. 

cont’d see cont. 

con-tem.plate /*ka:nt3m,pleit/ verb -plates; -plat-ed; 
-plat-ing 

1 a [+ obj] : to think deeply or carefully about (something) ■ 

1 stopped to contemplate [=ponder] what might have hap¬ 
pened. ■ He contemplated the meaning of the poem for a long 
time. • Life without them is too awful to contemplate. [=too 
awful to even think about] b [no obj]: to think deeply ■ I’d 
like some time to just sit and contemplate. 

2 [+ obj] : to think about doing (something) : consider • 
She's contemplating moving to the city. = She’s contemplating 
a move to the city. • They’re contemplating marriage. 
[=they’re thinking about getting married] 

3 [+ obj] : to look carefully at (something) • She stood and 
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quietly contemplated the scene that lay before her. 
COn-tem>pla*tion Akamtam'pleijan/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the act of thinking deeply about something ■ He made his 
decision after many hours of contemplation. [=thought, con¬ 
sideration] 9 contemplation of the meaning of life 

2 : the act of looking carefully at something ■ He goes to the 
forest to spend time in contemplation of nature. ■ She was 
lost in quiet contemplation of the scene. 

In contemplation formal : being thought about or consid¬ 
ered • A lawsuit against the company is in contemplation. 
con-tem-pla-tive /kan'templativ, 'ka:nt3m,pleitiv/ adj 

1 [more most ~] : involving, allowing, or causing deep 
thought ■ She’s in a contemplative mood today. (=she is quiet 
and thoughtful today! ■ He has lived a quiet, contemplative 
life. ■ a contemplative book 

2 : devoted to religious thought and prayer • She joined a 
contemplative order of nuns. 

- con-tem-pla-tive-ly adv 

COn»tem-po*ra*ne*OUS /kan^empa'reinijas/ adj, formal 
: existing or happening during the same time period ■ the 
contemporaneous publication of the two articles ■ contempo¬ 
raneous events in the past = events in the past that were con¬ 
temporaneous with each other 

— con-tem-po-ra-ne-ous-ly adv ■ The articles were pub¬ 
lished contemporaneously. l=at the same time] 

1 COn«tem*PO-rary /kan'tempareri, Brit kan'tempareri/ adj 

1 : happening or beginning now or in recent times ■ contem¬ 
porary [=modem] jazz/poetry/art/fumiture ■ The story is old. 
but it has importance to contemporary [=current\ audiences. 

2 : existing or happening in the same time period : from the 
same time period ■ The book is based on contemporary ac¬ 
counts of the war. [=accounts of the war that were written 
when the war was happening] 

Contemporary noun, pi -rar-ies [count] : a person who 
lives at the same time or is about the same age as another 
person ■ He was a contemporary of George Washington. ■ She 
is politically very different from most of her contemporaries. 
con-tempt /kan'tempt/ noun 

1 : a feeling that someone or something is not worthy of any 
respect or approval [noncount] He feels that wealthy people 
view/regard him with contempt because he is poor. • He 
spoke with contempt in his voice. • She has contempt for 
them. = She holds them in contempt, [singular] She has dis¬ 
played a profound contempt for her opponents. 

2 : a lack of respect for or fear of something that is usually 
respected or feared [noncount] They have acted with con¬ 
tempt for public safety. [=they have completely ignored pub¬ 
lic safety] [singular] He has contempt for danger. [=he ig¬ 
nores danger; he is not afraid of doing things that other 
people are afraid to do] 

3 [noncount] law : speech or behavior that does not show 
proper respect to a court or judge • She was arrested for con¬ 
tempt of court. • He was held in contempt [^considered by 
the court to have broken the law by disobeying or disre¬ 
specting the judge] for his outbursts during the trial. 
beneath contempt: completely bad or worthless — used to 

describe someone or something that is too bad to deserve 
any respect ■ She’s a liar who is beneath contempt, 
familiarity breeds contempt see familiarity 
con-tempt'ible /kan'temptabal/ adj [more most ~] 
somewhat formal : not worthy of respect or approval : de¬ 
serving contempt ■ a contemptible [= despicable] lie • I’ve nev¬ 
er met a more selfish, contemptible person. 

— con-tempt-ibly /kan'temptabli/ adv a contemptibly self¬ 
ish person 

con-temp-tu-ous /kan'temptfawas/ adj [more most ~] 
somewhat formal : feeling or showing deep hatred or disap¬ 
proval : feeling or showing contempt ■ a contemptuous [dis¬ 
dainful] attitude/smile/remark — often + of 9 Scholars were 
contemptuous [=scomjuf] of the theory until recent scientific 
developments proved it possible. 

- con-temp*tu*ous*ly adv 

con-tend /kan'tend/ verb -tends; -tend-ed; -tending 

1 [+ obj] : to argue or state (something) in a strong and defi¬ 
nite way ■ These people contend that they have earned the 
right to the land. ■ She contends [= maintains . asserts] the new 
law will only benefit the wealthy. 

2 [no obj] : to compete with someone or for something ■ A 
number of groups are contending (with each other) for pow¬ 
er in the new government. : to compete with a good chance 
of winning • The team is expected to contend for the champi¬ 
onship this year. 


contend with [phrasal verb] contend with (something) : to 
deal with (something difficult or unpleasant) • Customers 
should not have to contend with the problems caused by 
these delays. ■ He’s had a /of fo contend with recently. 
[=he’s had many problems to deal with] 
corvtend-er /kan'tenda 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a person 
who tries to win something in a contest; especially : a person 
who has a good chance of winning ■ There are several con¬ 
testants, but only two real contenders. 9 the top/leading pres¬ 
idential contenders 9 This latest defeat means that she’s no 
longer a contender for the world title. 

1 Consent /'ka;n,tent/ noun, pi -tents 

1 contents [plural] : the things that are in something ■ He 
poured/dumped/emptied the contents of the package/box/ 
drawer onto the floor. ■ The bedroom’s contents have all 
been packed. ■ The brochure describes the contents of the 
museum. ■ a summary of the book’s contents ^ A table of 
contents is a list that is placed at the beginning of some 
books. It shows how the book is divided into sections and at 
which page each section begins. ■ The stories included in the 
book can be found in the table of contents. 

2 [noncount] : the ideas, facts, or images that are in a book, 
article, speech, movie, etc. ■ In terms of content, the article is 
good, but it is written poorly. ■ a summary of the book’s con¬ 
tent 9 The children aren’t allowed to watch movies with vio¬ 
lent content. (=movies in which violent things happen] ■ 
Some of the program’s content may offend certain viewers. 

3 [noncount]: the amount of something that is in something 
else • This beer is low in alcohol content. (=does not have a 
lot of alcohol] ■ the fat/fiber content of food 

- compare 4 content 

2 COn-tent /kan'tent/ adj, not used before a noun [more 
most ~] : pleased and satisfied : not needing more ■ The 
baby looks content in her crib. ■ A fancy hotel is not neces¬ 
sary; I’d be content with a warm meal and a clean place to 
sleep. ■ No, I don’t want to play. I'm content to watch. ■ Not 
content to stay at home, she set off to see the world at the age 
of 16. ■ Polls show that voters are growing less and less con¬ 
tent with the current administration. 

3 con*tent /kan'tcnt/ verb -tents; -tent.ed; -tent-ing [+ obj] 
formal : to make (someone) pleased and satisfied : to make 
(someone) content • The toys contented the children, at least 
for a little while. 

content yourself with : to be satisfied with (something that 
is less than or different from what you really want) : to ac¬ 
cept (something) as being enough ■ The rainy weather 
spoiled our plans for the beach, so we had to content our¬ 
selves with a relaxing day at home. 

4 COn-tent /kan'tent/ noun [noncount] literary : a feeling of 
being pleased and satisfied : the state of being content ■ He’d 
finished his dinner and now there was a look of perfect con¬ 
tent [=(more commonly) contentment] on his face, 
fo your heart’s content see heart 

- compare ‘content 

con-tent-ed /kan'tentad/ adj [more most ~]: happy and 
satisfied : showing or feeling contentment ■ a contented smile 

■ He's a contented fellow. ■ She felt peaceful and contented. 

- con-tent-ed-ly adv • smiled contentedly 
con-teri'tion /kan'tenfan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : something (such as a belief, opinion, or idea) that 
is argued or stated ■ It is her contention [=she believes and 
says] that the new law will only benefit the wealthy. • Evi¬ 
dence supports the contention [=claim] that the island was 
uninhabited before the 18th century. 

2 [noncount] : anger and disagreement ■ There has been too 
much contention [discord] in this family in recent years. ■ 
The main point of contention [=the point that is being argued 
over] is who has the rights to the land. ■ That has been a 
source of contention for years. ■ an issue that is still in con¬ 
tention [=that is still being argued about; that has not yet 
been decided] A bone of contention is something that 
causes anger and disagreement. ■ The tariffs have been a 
bone of contention between the two nations. 

3 [noncount ]: a situation in which you have a chance to win 
something that you are trying to win • This latest defeat 
means that she’s now out of contention for the world title. 
[=there is no longer a chance that she will win the world title] 

■ He is in contention for the Olympic medal, 
con-ten-tious /kan'tenjas/ adj [more most ~] 

1 a : likely to cause people to argue or disagree ■ I think it’s 
wise to avoid such a highly contentious [= controversial ] topic/ 
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issue at a dinner party, b : involving a lot of arguing ■ After 
a contentious debate, members of the committee finally vot¬ 
ed to approve the funding. • They have a contentious rela¬ 
tionship. [=they argue with each other a lot] 

2 : likely or willing to argue • a contentious student ■ The dis¬ 
pute involves one of the region’s most contentious leaders. 

- con-ten-tious-ly adv - con-ten-tious-ness noun 
[ noncount] 

con-tent-ment /kan'tentmant/ noun [noncount] : the state 
of being happy and satisfied : the state of being content ■ He 
believes that people can find peace and contentment in living 
simply. ■ There was a look of perfect contentment on her 
face. ■ a sigh of contentment 
1 congest /'ka:n,tcst/ noun, pi -tests [count] 

1 : an event in which people try to win by doing something 
better than others ■ a fiddle/fishing/singing contest [= compe¬ 
tition] ■ He won the contest for best photograph. = He won 
the contest to see who could take the best photograph. • Con¬ 
test winners receive a cash prize. ■ Will you enter the contest ? 

— see also beauty contest, popularity contest 

2 : a struggle or effort to win or get something ■ She hopes to 
win the contest for mayor. ■ the presidential contest ■ Demo¬ 
crats and Republicans are engaged in a contest for control of 
the House of Representatives. 

no contest 1 informal — used to say that someone or 
something is much better than another or can easily defeat 
another ■ When you compare the old version of the movie 
with the new one, it’s no contest. The old one is much bet¬ 
ter. ■ The last time I played him it was no contest. I won eas¬ 
ily. 2 US. law : a statement in a court of law in which 
someone who has been charged with a crime does not ad¬ 
mit guilt but also does not dispute or argue with the charge 
■ He pleaded no contest to (the charge of) driving while in¬ 
toxicated. 

2 Con*teSt /ksn'test/ verb -tests: -test-ed: -test-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to make (something) the subject of an argument 
or a legal case : to say that you do not agree with or accept 
(something) ■ Several of the dead man’s relatives are contest¬ 
ing [=disputing, challenging] his will (in court). • The losing 
candidate is contesting the results of the election. = (US) The 
losing candidate is contesting the election. • The rule is being 
contested by a number of students at the university, ^stu¬ 
dents are formally complaining about the rule] 

2 [+ obj] : to try to win (something) ■ She plans to contest a 
seat in Congress next year. ■ Both candidates have agreed to 
another debate before this hotly/bitterly contested election. 

3 [no obj]: to struggle or fight for or against something ■ con¬ 
testing for power 

con-test-ant /kan'tcstant/ noun, pi -ants [count]: a person 
who takes part in a contest ■ The contestant who catches the 
most fish wins. • The winning contestants will receive a cash 
prize. ■ a game-show contestant 
con-text /'ka:n,tekst/ noun, pi -texts [count] 

1 : the words that are used with a certain word or phrase and 
that help to explain its meaning ■ To really know a word, you 
must be able to use it in context. [=in a sentence with other 
words] & If the words that someone has said are taken or 
quoted out of context, they are repeated without explaining 
the situation in which they were said so that their meaning is 
changed. ■ When taken out of context , his comments sound 
cruel, but he was really only joking. ■ The actor claimed he’d 
been quoted out of context. 

2 : the situation in which something happens : the group of 
conditions that exist where and when something happens ■ 
We need to look at the event within the larger/broader con¬ 
text of world history. • The book puts these events in their 
proper historical and social contexts. ■ We need to consider 
these events in context. 

— con-tex-tu-al /kan'tekstfawal/ adj • contextual informa¬ 
tion ■ To find the meaning of an unknown word you 
should look at the contextual clues provided by the words 
that are around it. — con-tex-tu-aMy adv 

con-tex-tu-al-ize also Brit con-tex-tu-al-ise 
/kan'tckstfawa.laiz/ verb -iz-es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ obj]formal 
: to think about or provide information about the situation 
in which something happens ■ When the rebellion is histori¬ 
cally contextualized, it becomes clear that there were many 
factors contributing to it. 

- con-tex-tu-al-i-za-tion also Brit con-tex-tu-al-i-sa- 
tion /kan.teksUawala'zeiJan, Brit kan.tekstfuajai'zeifan/ 
noun [noncount] • historical contextualization 

COn-tig-U-OUS /kan'tigjawas/ adj, formal — used to de¬ 


scribe things that touch each other or are immediately next 
to each other • She’s visited each of the 48 contiguous states 
in the U.S., but she hasn’t been to Alaska or Hawaii yet. ■ the 
mountains contiguous to/with our border 

— con-ti-gu-i-ty /,ka:nt3'gju:w3ti/ noun [noncount] ■ the 
contiguity of the lands 

1 COfl-ti-nent /'kamtanant/ noun, pi -nents 

1 [count] : one of the great divisions of land (such as North 
America, South America, Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia, or 
Antarctica) of the Earth • the African continent = the conti¬ 
nent of Africa 

2 the Continent chiefly Brit : the countries of Europe except 
for Great Britain and Ireland ■ The book provides informa¬ 
tion on hotels in Britain and on the Continent. 

2 COn-ti-nent adj, medical : able to control your bladder and 
bowels ■ Most children are continent by age three. 
-opposite INCONTINENT 

— con-ti-nence /'kaintanans/ noun [noncount] ■ urinary 
continence 

1 COn-ti-nen-tal Akamta'nentl/ adj 

1 : of, relating to, or located on a continent ■ continental gla¬ 
ciers [=glaciers that cover a large portion of a continent] ■ the 
continental U.S. [=the part of the U.S. that is on the North 
American continent; the states of the U.S. except for Hawaii] 

2 Continental : of or relating to the countries of Europe ex¬ 
cept for Great Britain and Ireland • They will be touring 
Continental Europe. ■ differences between Britain and its 
Continental neighbors 

3 : characteristic of Europe ■ The hotel combines American 
comfort with continental elegance. 

Continental noun, pi -tals [count] Brit, somewhat old- 
fashioned : a person from Continental Europe 
continental breakfast noun, pi ^ -fasts [count] : a light 
breakfast in a hotel, restaurant, etc., that usually includes 
baked goods, jam, fruit, and coffee — compare English 

BREAKFAST 

Continental drift noun [noncount] technical : the very slow 
movement of the continents on the surface of the Earth 
Continental shelf noun, pi ~~ shelves [count] technical 
: the part of a continent that lies under the ocean and slopes 
down to the ocean floor 

con-tin-gen-cy /kan'tmc&ansi/ noun, pi -cies [count] 
: something (such as an emergency) that might happen ■ In 
making our business plans, we tried to prepare for any con¬ 
tingency that might hurt sales. ■ a contingency plan [=a plan 
that can be followed if an original plan is not possible for 
some reason] ■ a contingency fund [=an amount of money 
that can be used to pay for problems that might happen] 
contingency fee noun, pi ~~ fees [count] US : a payment 
that you make to a lawyer only if the lawyer wins your case 
in court 

1 COn-tin-gent /kan'tincfeant/ adj, formal : depending on 
something else that might or might not happen — usually + 
on or upon • Our plans are contingent on the weather. 

— con-tin-gent-ly adv 
Contingent noun, pi -gents [count] 

1 : a group of people who go to a place together, do some¬ 
thing together, or share some quality, interest, etc. ■ The 
group that makes up the largest contingent of voters in this 
area is the elderly. ■ A contingent of reporters waited in front 
of the court for the defendant to appear. 

2 : a group of soldiers who come from a particular army and 
are working together with soldiers from other armies ■ A 
British contingent was sent to assist the security forces. 

con-tin-u-al /kan'tinjuwal/ adj 

1 : happening without interruption : not stopping or ending 
• This week we experienced days of continual sunshine. ■ The 
country has been in a continual state of war since it began 
fighting for its independence. 

2 ; happening again and again within short periods of time ■ 
The continual interruptions by the student were annoying 
the teacher. 

— con-tin-u-al-ly adv ■ He is continually experimenting 
with new recipes. 

COn-tifl-U-ance /kan'tinjuwans/ noun, pi -anc»es formal 

1 [noncount] : the act of continuing for a long period of time 

■ They are making efforts to promote the continuance [=con- 
tinuation] of good relations between the two countries. 

2 [noncount] : the period of time when something continues 

■ No changes to the property are allowed during the continu¬ 
ance of the lease. 

3 [count] US, law : a legal decision that a court case will con- 
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tinue at a later date ■ The lawyer asked the judge for a contin¬ 
uance. 

COn-tin-U-a-tion /kan^inja'weijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : something that starts where something else ends 
and adds to or continues the first part — usually + of ■ This 
book is a continuation of her first novel. [=it continues the 
stor^ where the first novel ended] ■ The class is a continua¬ 
tion of the introductory class taught last semester. ■ The road 
was built as a continuation of the state highway. 

2 [noncount] : the act of continuing or of causing something 
to continue — usually + of* His counselor felt the continua¬ 
tion of therapy would be worthwhile. [=felt that he should 
continue to receive therapy] 

3 [count]: the act of beginning again after an interruption — 
usually singular; usually + of - The continuation of the meet¬ 
ing was postponed until the next day. 

COn-tin-ue /kan'tinju/ verb -ues; -ued; -u*ing 

1 a : to do something without stopping : to keep doing 
something in the same way as before [no obj ] The team will 
continue with their drills until the coach is satisfied with their 
performance. [+ obj] Do you plan to continue working after 
the baby is bom? = Do you plan to continue to work? ■ The 
world’s population continues to grow. • I continue to believe 
[=1 still believe] that we can win this election, b [no obj] : to 
stay in a job or position — + as • She has announced that she 
will continue as director [=stay in her job as the director] for 
another year. 

2 [no obj] : to keep happening or existing : to remain active 
or in existence without changing or stopping ■ The traditions 
will continue only as long as the next generations keep them 
alive. • The good weather continued for several days. • The 
lecture continued for another hour after we left. 

3 [no obj] a : to go or move ahead in the same direction ■ 
Exit the highway, take a right off the ramp, then continue 
down the street until you get to the first traffic light. ■ Con¬ 
tinue along this path until you come to the end. ■ The boat 
continued downstream, b : to go onward : progress ■ The 
plot gets more and more intricate as the story continues. 

4 : to start again after an interruption or pause : resume 
[no obj] The article continues in the second section of the 
newspaper. ■ The play continued after the intermission. ■ We 
will continue on our journey in the morning. = Our journey 
will continue in the morning. [+ obj] The board continued 
their meeting after a short break. ■ We will continue our jour¬ 
ney in the morning. ■ When Mom left the room, we contin¬ 
ued arguing. When the words to be continued appear at 
the end of something (such as a story or television program), 
it has not really ended and will continue again at a later time. 

5 : to begin speaking again after an interruption or pause 
[no obj] The teacher continued only when all the students 
were sitting quietly in their seats. [+ obj] “I understand what 
you’re saying," she continued , "but I’m not convinced your 
idea will work.” 

— continuing adj ■ We are thankful for your continuing 
[= continued, ongoing] support. "I’m surprised by the film’s 
continuing popularity. 

Continued adj, always used before a noun : lasting or hap¬ 
pening for a long time without interruption ■ Please accept 
our best wishes for your continued success. ■ The colors of 
the paint will fade with continued exposure to the sun. 
Continuing education noun [ noncount ] : classes taken 
by adult students usually in the evenings — called also con¬ 
tinuing ed, adult education 

COn-ti-nu-i-ty Akainta'nuiwati, Brit ,kT>nt3'nju:3ti/ noun, pi 

-ties 

1 [noncount] : the quality of something that does not stop or 
change as time passes : a continuous quality ■ The new own¬ 
ers have ensured the continuity of the company’s commit¬ 
ment to protecting the environment. [=have assured that the 
company’s commitment will continue] • The candidate at¬ 
tacked the incumbent for the lack of continuity [= consisten¬ 
cy] in foreign policy under his presidency. 

2 [count] formal : something that is the same or similar in 
two or more things and provides a connection between them 
■ The art historian is studying the continuities between the 
painter’s works and those of her followers. 

3 [noncount]: the arrangement of the parts in a story, movie, 
etc., in a way that is logical ■ There’s a problem with the 
movie’s continuity . 

COn-tin-U-OUS /kan^injuwas/ adj 
1 [more most ~]: continuing without stopping : happen¬ 
ing or existing without a break or interruption ■ The album is 


divided into different tracks, but i t i s really one continuous 
song. ■ The fan keeps a continuous [= uninterrupted] stream of 
fresh air flowing through the car. ■ a continuous line of traf¬ 
fic ■ The batteries provide enough power for up to five hours 
of continuous use. 

2 grammar : progressive 4 ■ The phrases “am seeing," 
“had been seeing,’’ and “is being seen” are all in continuous 
tenses. 

— con-tin*u*ous*ly adv ■ The volcano has been erupting al¬ 
most continuously since 1980. 

COn-tin-U-lim /kan'tinjuwam/ noun, pi -ua /-juwa/ also -u- 
ums [count] formal : a range or series of things that are 
slightly different from each other and that exist between two 
different possibilities ■ His motives for volunteering lie some¬ 
where on the continuum between charitable and self-serving. 
• a continuum of temperatures ranging from very cold to 
very hot 

con-tort /kan'toa*/ verb -torts; -tort-ed; -tort-ing : to 

twist into an unusual appearance or shape [no obj] His body 
contorted with/in pain. [+ obj] The boy contorted his body to 
squeeze through the gate. • Her face was contorted with/in 
rage/anger. 

— contorted adj [more most ~] ■ the fossil’s contorted 
limbs ■ We could not follow her contorted [-twisted, convo¬ 
luted] reasoning/logic. 

COn-tor-tion /kan'toa’Jan/ noun, pi -tions [count] 

1 : the act of twisting something into an unusual shape : the 
act of contorting something • The clown amused the chil¬ 
dren with funny facial contortions. ■ The gymnast performed 
amazing contortions (with her body). — sometimes used fig¬ 
uratively ■ His story was a blatant/obvious contortion 
[=(more commonly) distortion] of the truth. 

2 : a difficult action ■ The baby’s mom went through the 
usual contortions to get him to eat. 

COn-tor-tion-ist /kan'toaTanist/ noun, pi -ists [count] : a 
performer who twists his or her body into unusual positions 
COn-tOUr noun, pi -tours [count]: the outline or 

outer edge of something ■ He loved the sleek/smooth/flow¬ 
ing contours of the car. ■ The map showed the contour of the 
coastline. 

COn-toured /*ka:n,tuad/ adj 

1 : shaped to fit the outline of something (such as the human 
body) ■ The car’s contoured seats were very comfortable. ■ a 
dress with a contoured waist 

2 : having a smooth shape or outer edge • a nicely contoured 
vase • the contoured wing of the aircraft ■ the contoured hills 
of her native land 

COn-tra-band /'ka:ntr3,baend/ noun [noncount] : things 
that are brought into or out of a country illegally ■ The bor¬ 
der police searched the car for drugs and other contraband. 
COn-tra-bass /'ka:ntra,beis/ noun, pi -bass-es [count] 

: DOUBLE BASS 

COn-tra-cep-tion Akarntra'sepjan/ noun [noncount] 
: things that are done to prevent a woman from becoming 
pregnant: birth control 

COn-tra-cep-tive Akaintra'septiv/ noun, pi -tives [count] 
: a drug or device (such as birth control pills or a condom) 
that is used to prevent a woman from becoming pregnant 

— contraceptive adj, always used before a noun ■ a contra¬ 
ceptive device/method/pill 

1 COn-tract /'ka:n,traekt/ noun, pi -tracts [count] 

1 a : a legal agreement between people, companies, etc. ■ 
The contract requires him to finish work by the end of the 
year. ■ If he breaks the contract [=if he does not abide by the 
agreement], he will get sued. ■ The company won a multi- 
million-dollar contract to build a new courthouse. = The 
company was awarded a multi-million-dollar contract to 
build a new courthouse. ■ a marriage contract [=an agree¬ 
ment to marry someone] — often used before another noun 
■ contract negotiations ■ contract law b : a document on 
which the words of a contract are written ■ I tore up the con¬ 
tract. ■ Have you signed the contract yet? 

2 informal : an agreement to kill a person for money ■ His 
enemies put/took out a contract on him. [=paid someone to 
kill him] 

by contract : according to the terms stated in a contract 
: by a legal agreement ■ We are bound by contract to pay 
the full price. 

under contract : required to provide something (such as 
work or a service) according to the terms stated in a con¬ 
tract ■ She is under contract with the TV station for three 
more years. 
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2 Con-tract /kon'lnekt/ verb -tracts; -tract-ed; -tract-ing 

1 a [+ obj] : to make (something) smaller or shorter • She 
contracted her lips into a frown. ■ contract a muscle b [no 
obj]: to become smaller ■ The muscle expands and then con¬ 
tracts. ■ The hot metal contracted as it cooled. 

2 [+ obj\ somewhat formal : to become ill with (a disease) ■ 
He contracted [=(more commonly) caught] a cold. • She con¬ 
tracted chicken pox. • They contracted malaria. 

3 : to make an agreement by contract to work or to pay 
someone to work [no obj ] The carpenter contracted (with 
them) to do the work on their house. (+ obj] We contracted 
[-hired] a lawyer. 

4 /'ka:n,traekt/ [+ obj] formal: to agree to (a marriage, an al¬ 
liance, etc.) formally ■ a legally contracted marriage ■ The 
company contracted an alliance with a former competitor. 
contract out /'ka:n,trskt/ [phrasal verb] contract (some¬ 
thing) out or contract out (something) : to agree by con¬ 
tract to pay someone to perform (a job) ■ The company 
contracted out its manufacturing jobs. [=the company paid 
another company to do its manufacturing jobs instead of 
doing them itself] 

con-trac-tion /kan'trakfan/noMM,])/ -tions 

1 [noncount]: the act or process of making something small¬ 
er or of becoming smaller ■ The hot metal undergoes con¬ 
traction as it cools. • Two teams were eliminated in the con¬ 
traction of the baseball league. 

2 [count] medical: a movement of a muscle that causes it to 
become tight and that is sometimes painful; especially : a 
movement of muscles in the womb when a woman is giving 
birth to a child ■ She felt contractions every two minutes. 

3 [count] : a short form of a word or word group that is 
made by leaving out a sound or letter • The word don’t is a 
contraction of do not. 

con-trac-tor / , ka:n,tr 2 ekt»/ noun, pi -tors [count] : a per¬ 
son who is hired to perform work or to provide goods at a 
certain price or within a certain time • They hired a contrac¬ 
tor to remodel the kitchen. ■ a building contractor 
con-trac-tll-al /kan'trcektfawal/ adj : of or relating to the 
things that are required by a contract • They had to fulfill 
their contractual obligations/requirements before they could 
get paid. 

— con-trac-tu-al-ly adv ■ The company is contractually ob¬ 
ligated to pay the union. 

con-tra-dict /^kcr.ntro'dikt/ verb -diets; -dict-ed; -diet¬ 
ing [+ obj] 

1 a ; to say the opposite of (something that someone else has 
said) : to deny the truth of (something) ■ contradict a rumor ■ 
He contradicted the charges of his critics, b : to deny or dis¬ 
agree with what is being said by (someone) ■ My sister 
doesn’t like being contradicted. 

2 : to not agree with (something) in a way that shows or sug¬ 
gests that it is false, wrong, etc. ■ She has made statements 
that contradict each other. [=statements that do not agree 
and that cannot both be true] • The evidence contradicts his 
testimony. [=the evidence does not support or agree with his 
testimony] ■ The mayor’s actions in office contradicted the 
promises he made during the campaign. 

contradict yourself: to say or do something that is oppo¬ 
site or very different in meaning to something else that you 
said or did earlier ■ The witness contradicted herself when 
she insisted she could identify the thief even though she 
had said that the night was too foggy to see clearly, 
con-tra-dic-tion /jkaintre'dikjan/ noun.pl -tions 

1 : the act of saying something that is opposite or very differ¬ 
ent in meaning to something else [count] No one was sur¬ 
prised by the defendant's contradiction of the plaintiffs ac¬ 
cusations. ■ Her rebuttal contained many contradictions to 
my arguments, [noncount] I think I can say without fear of 
contradiction [=1 can say with absolute certainty] that this 
year has been very successful for our company. 

2 : a difference or disagreement between two things which 
means that both cannot be true [count] There have been 
some contradictions in his statements. ■ There is a contradic¬ 
tion between what he said yesterday and what he said today. 
[noncount] Her statements are mired in contradiction. • What 
he said yesterday is in direct contradiction to what he said to¬ 
day. 

contradiction in terms : a phrase that contains words 
which have very different or opposite meanings ■ I think 
“working vacation” is a contradiction in terms. 
COn*tra-dic-tO-ry /.kaintra'diktari/ adj [more most ~] 
: involving or having information that disagrees with other 


information : containing a contradiction ■ The witnesses 
gave contradictory accounts/statements/descriptions of the 
accident. [=they described the accident in ways that did not 
agree with each other] 

COn-trail / , ka:n,treil/ noun, pi -trails [count] : a stream of 
water or ice particles created in the sky by an airplane or 
rocket 

COn-tra-in-di-Cat-ed /.kcr.ntra'mdaikeitad/ adj, medical 

— used to say that something (such as a treatment, proce¬ 
dure, or activity) should not be done or used in a particular 
situation for medical reasons ■ Strenuous exercise is con¬ 
traindicated for patients with severe heart conditions, ^pa¬ 
tients who have severe heart conditions should not do stren¬ 
uous exercise] ■ The drug is contraindicated in patients with 
certain allergies. 

con-tra-in-di-ca-tion /^aintra^nda'kei/an/ noun, pi 
-tions [count] medical : something (such as a symptom or 
condition) that is a medical reason for not doing or using 
something (such as a treatment, procedure, or activity) ■ The 
article stated that diabetes was not a contraindication to 
breastfeeding. [=it stated that women who have diabetes can 
breastfeed] 

COn-tral-tO /kan'trzeltou/ noun, pi -tos [count] : the lowest 
female singing voice — usually singular ■ a singer with a 
beautiful contralto', also : a female singer with such a voice • 
a duet performed by a soprano and a contralto 
COn-trap-tion /kan'trcep/an/ noun, pi -tions [count] : a 
piece of equipment or machinery that is unusual or strange ■ 
The people wondered how the contraption worked. 
COn-trar-i-an /kan'trerijan/ noun, pi -ans [count] : a per¬ 
son who takes an opposite or different position or attitude 
from other people ■ As an investor, he's a contrarian, prefer¬ 
ring to buy stocks when most people are selling. 

— contrarian ad) [more most ~] ■ a contrarian view/posi¬ 
tion/attitude 

COn-trari-Wise / l ka:n,treri,waiz, k3n'treri,waiz/ adv, for¬ 
mal : in an opposite or very different way — used especially 
to introduce a statement that contrasts with a preceding 
statement ■ Her opponent has little knowledge of foreign 
policy. Contrariwise, she herself has many years of experi¬ 
ence in this area. 

1 COn-trary /'kaingtreri, Brit 'kaintrari/ noun 

on the contrary also quite the contrary — used to state 
that the opposite of what was said before is true ■ The test 
will not be easy; on the contrary, it will be very difficult. ■ 
The lecture was not boring. Quite the contrary, it was very 
informative and interesting. 

the contrary : an opposite or different fact, event, or situa¬ 
tion • He was sure his sister had made a mistake, but the 
contrary was true: she was right and he was wrong. 
to the contrary : stating or proving the opposite of some¬ 
thing ■ He was no fool, despite talk to the contrary. ■ Unless 
there is evidence to the contrary, we have to believe them. 
2 COn-trary / l ka:n,treri, Brit , ka:ntreri/ adj 

1 : exactly opposite to something else : entirely different 
from something else ■ The sisters gave contrary answers: one 
said “yes” and one said “no.” ■ We had contrary opinions/ 
views on the issue. 

2 : against or opposed to something ■ Without contrary evi¬ 
dence, the jury will find her guilty. — often + to ■ Going over 
the speed limit is contrary to traffic laws. [=it is illegal; it is 
against the law] 

3 : not favorable or helpful ■ The boat sailed against a con¬ 
trary wind. ■ Contrary weather impeded the rescue efforts. 

4 /kan'treri/ : unwilling to obey or behave well ■ a contrary 
child 

contrary to: in a way or manner that is against (something) 
■ Contrary to orders, he left the campsite. ■ Contrary to pop¬ 
ular belief [=despite what many people believe], these ani¬ 
mals are not really dangerous to humans. 

— con-trar-i-ly /kan'trerali/ adv • The child acted contrarily. 
- con-trar-i-ness /kan'trerinas/ noun [noncount] ■ the 
child’s contrariness 

1 COn-trast /kan'trcest, Brit kan'trcr.st/ verb -trasts; -trast- 
ed\ -trast-ing 

1 [no obj] : to be different especially in a way that is very ob¬ 
vious ■ Her black dress and the white background contrast 
sharply. — often + with • Her black dress contrasts sharply 
with the white background. • Her actions contrasted with her 
promises. 

2 [+ obj] : to compare (two people or things) to show how 
they are different ■ We compared and contrasted the two 
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characters of the story. — often + with or to ■ His essay con¬ 
trasted his life in America with/to life in India. 

— contrasting adj [more most ~] ■ He wore a dark suit 
with a necktie in a contrasting color. ■ contrasting opinions/ 
views/ideas — con-trast*ing*ly adv 

2 COn»traSt /'kain^rasst, Brit 'kDn,tra:st/ noun, pi -trasts 
"j [count] : something that is different from another thing — 
+ to ■ Today’s weather is quite a contrast to yesterday’s, ^to¬ 
day’s weather is very different from yesterday’s weather] 

2 : a difference between people or things that are being com¬ 
pared [count] I observed an interesting contrast in/between 
the teaching styles of the two women. ■ We talked about the 
contrasts between his early books and his later books. [=the 
ways in which his early and later books are different] [non¬ 
count] His comments were in stark/marked/sharp contrast 
with/to his earlier statements. [=his comments were very dif¬ 
ferent from his earlier statements] 

3 [noncount] : the act of comparing people or things to show 
the differences between them ■ Careful contrast of the twins 
shows some differences. ■ In contrast to/with last year’s prof¬ 
its, the company is not doing very well. • The queen’s wit and 
humor made the prince seem dull by contrast • They spent 
millions of dollars on advertising. By way of contrast our 
small company spent under 5,000 dollars. 

4 [noncount] : the difference between the dark and light 
parts of a painting or photograph ■ a painting with a lot of 
contrast ■ She was wearing a black dress, so the photographer 
suggested using a white background for contrast. 

— contrasting adj [more most —] ■ They have very con¬ 
trasting [=different] styles. - con-tras-tive /kan^rcestiv, 
Brit kan'traistiv/ adj [more most ~] formal ■ contrastive 
styles 

con-tra-vene /.kaintra'viin/ verb -venes; -vened; -ven- 

ing [+ obj] formal : to fail to do what is required by (a law or 
rule) : violate ■ The overcrowded dance club contravened 
safety regulations. 

— con-tra-ven-tion /,ka:ntr3'venj3n/ noun, pi -tions 
[count] Plagiarism is a contravention of school policy. 
[noncount] He cut off trade with the country in contraven¬ 
tion of their treaty. [=he cut off trade in a way that was not 
allowed by the treaty] 

con-tre-temps /'kainti^tcun/ noun, pi con-tre-temps 

/'ka:ntr3,ta:nz/ [count] : an unfortunate or embarrassing 
event, argument, or disagreement ■ The senator dismissed his 
disagreement with the President as a minor contretemps. 
COfl-trib-Ute /kan'tnbjuit/ verb -utes; -ut-ed; -ut-lng 

1 : to give (something, such as money, goods, or time) to 
help a person, group, cause, or organization — usually + to 
or toward [+ obj ] He contributed [= donated] 100 dollars to 
the charity. ■ The volunteers contributed their time towards 
cleaning up the city. ■ She contributed [=added] little to the 
discussion, [no obj] We’re trying to raise money for a new 
school, and we’re hoping that everyone will contribute. • He 
did not contribute to the project. 

2 [no obj] : to help to cause something to happen ■ In order 
for the team to win, everyone has to contribute. — usually + 
to • Many players have contributed to the team’s success. • 
Heavy drinking contributed to her death. [=heavy drinking 
helped to cause her death] 

3 : to write (something, such as a story, poem, or essay) for a 
magazine [+ obj] He contributed many poems to the maga¬ 
zine. [no obj] Ten scientists contributed to the special edition 
of the journal. 

— contributing adj ■ The coach’s positive attitude was a 
contributing factor to/in the team's success. [=the coach’s 
positive attitude was a reason for the team’s success] ■ She 
has been a contributing writer/editor for the magazine for 
10 years. — con-trib-u-tor /kan'tnbjat&Z noun, pi -tors 
[count] ■ She is a regular/frequent contributor to the maga¬ 
zine. ■ a list of contributors who have donated more than 
one thousand dollars 

con-tri-bu-tion /^aintre'bjui/an/ noun, pi -tions 
1 [count] ', something that is contributed: such as a : some¬ 
thing that is given to help a person, a cause, etc. ■ She made a 
100-dollar contribution [= donation] to breast cancer re¬ 
search. ■ They thanked him for his contribution of time and 
money. ■ He made an important contribution to the debate, 
b : something that is done to cause something to happen ■ 
She’s honored for her contributions [-efforts, work] towards 
finding a cure for AIDS. ■ As mayor, he made many positive 
contributions to the growth of the city, c : a piece of writing 
that is published as part of a larger work (such as a maga¬ 


zine, newspaper, or book) ■ a book of essays including contri¬ 
butions from several well-known political columnists 

2 [count] : a regular payment that is made to an employer or 
government for something (such as health insurance or a 
pension) 

3 [noncount] : the act of giving something : the act of con¬ 
tributing ■ The money was raised by voluntary contribution. 

con-trib-u-to-ry /kan'tnbja^ori, Brit kan'tnbjatri/ adj, al¬ 
ways used before a noun 

1 : helping to cause something ■ Car exhaust is a major con¬ 
tributory factor in air pollution. [=car exhaust is a major 
cause of air pollution] 

2 : paid for by both the employee and employer ■ a contribu¬ 
tory pension ■ contributory insurance 

con trick noun, pi ~ tricks [count] Brit : *con 
con-trite /'ka:n,trait, kan'trait/ adj [more —; most —] formal 
: feeling or showing regret for bad behavior ■ a contrite [-re¬ 
morseful] criminal ■ a contrite apology 

— con-trite-ly adv ■ “I should have been more careful,” he 
said contritely. 

con-tri-tlon /kan'tnfan/ noun [noncount] formal : the state 
of feeling sorry for bad behavior : the state of being contrite 
■ Were her tears a true sign of contrition ? 
con-triv-ance /kan'lraivans/ noun, pi -anc-es 

1 usually disapproving a [count] : something that causes 
things to happen in a story in a way that does not seem natu¬ 
ral or believable ■ The story is filled with plot contrivances 
that do not fit the ending, b [noncount] : the use of contriv¬ 
ances in a story • He told the story honestly and without con¬ 
trivance. 

2 [count] : a machine or piece of equipment made with skill 
and cleverness ■ modem contrivances [= devices\ to cook food 
faster ■ a clever contrivance 

3 : a clever plan or trick [count] a contrivance to get out of 
doing the work [noncount] He convinced her to go without 
using contrivance. 

con-trive /kan'traiv/ verb -trives; -trived; -triv-ing [+ obj\ 

1 : to form or think of (a plan, method, etc.) ■ The prisoners 
contrived a way to escape. 

2 : to form or make (something) in a skillful or clever way ■ 
Native Americans contrived [=designed] weapons out of 
stone, wood, and bone. 

3 : to make (something) happen in a clever way or with diffi¬ 
culty ■ He contrived a meeting with the president. — often 
followed by to + verb • She contrived [=managed] to make it to 
the airport in time. 

Contrived adj [more most —] : having an unnatural or 
false appearance or quality ■ The movie’s contrived ending 
was a big disappointment. ■ The results of the test seemed 
somewhat contrived. 

1 con-trol /kan'troul/ verb -trols; -trolled; -trol-ling [+ obj] 

1 : to direct the behavior of (a person or animal) ; to cause 
(a person or animal) to do what you want ■ The parents 
could not control their child. ■ The police controlled the 
crowd. ■ The small boy could not control the big dog. 

2 : to have power over (something) ■ Her family controls the 
business. ■ One country controls the whole island. ■ The rebel 
army now controls nearly half the country. 

3 a : to direct the actions or function of (something) : to 
cause (something) to act or function in a certain way ■ The 
lights on stage are controlled by this computer. ■ She strug¬ 
gled to control the cart as it rolled before her down the steep, 
bumpy road, b : to set or adjust the amount, degree, or rate 
of (something) ■ He controlled the volume by turning the ra¬ 
dio’s knob. ■ A thermostat controls the room’s temperature. ■ 
The dam controls the flow of the river. 

4 : to limit the amount or growth of (something) • The farm¬ 
er used insecticides to control the pests. ■ The state allowed 
hunting in the area to control the deer population. ■ The gov¬ 
ernment made new laws to control pollution. ■ The firefight¬ 
ers worked all night to control the fire. 

5 a : to keep (emotions, desires, etc.) from becoming too 
strong or from being shown ■ Please control your temper. 
[=keep yourself calm] ■ He tried hard to control his laughter. 
[=to avoid laughing] ■ I was hungry, but I controlled my appe¬ 
tite [=1 resisted the desire to eat] and waited for dinner, b 
: to keep or make (yourself) calm especially when you are 
angry, upset, or excited ■ He couldn’t control himself any 
longer. 

- con-trol-la-ble /kan'troulabal/ adj [more most ~] ■ 
The temperature of the room is controllable. ■ The lighter 
drill was more controllable than the heavier one. 
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2 control noun, pi -trols 

1 [noncount] : the power to make decisions about how some- 
tljing is managed or done ■ The city wanted local control of 
education. ■ The Iroops had no control [= choice ] over where 
they would be stationed. ■ The tribes fought for control over 
the territory. ■ He took control of the family farm. ■ She hired 
an accountant to take control of her money. ■ Two-thirds of 
the market is in the control of three companies. [=is con¬ 
trolled by three companies] ■ He always wants to be in con¬ 
trol. [=he wants to be the one who makes decisions] ■ The 
team is under the control of a new coach. [=a new coach is in 
charge of the team; the team has a new coach] ■ The weather 
is not in/under our control. = The weather is beyond our con¬ 
trol. [=we cannot control the weather] 

2 [noncount]: the ability to direct the actions of someone or 
something ■ He lost all muscle control in his left arm. ■ She no 
longer has control of her (mental) faculties. [=she is no longer 
able to think clearly or make rational decisions] ■ The soccer 
player showed good control of the ball. ■ a teacher with good 
control of her students ■ The driver lost control (of the car) 
and hit a tree. ^ If you lose control or lose control of your¬ 
self, you become very angry, upset, or excited. ■ He lost con¬ 
trol of himself and yelled at his students. If people or things 
are out of control, they cannot be handled or managed with 
success. ■ The car went out of control and crashed. ■ The child 
was out of control. She ran around the store screaming. ■ The 
campfire got out of control and started a forest fire. ■ The sit¬ 
uation got out of control, and a fight started. 

3 : an action, method, or law that limits the amount or 
growth of something [count] The farmer used an organic 
pest control on his crops. ■ To cut down on competition, the 
government passed price controls on prescription drugs. ■ 
The President wants stricter controls on immigration, [non¬ 
count] The two nations talked about arms control. [=control 
of the amount of weapons a country has] ■ population con¬ 
trol — see also biological control, birth control, 
GUN CONTROL, QUALITY CONTROL, RENT CONTROL, dam¬ 
age control at ‘damage 

4 [count] : a device or piece of equipment used to operate a 
machine, vehicle, or system ■ the volume control on a televi¬ 
sion ■ the controls of the aircraft ■ a car with manual controls 
■ a control panel If you are at the controls, you are control¬ 
ling a vehicle. ■ The copilot was at the controls when the 
plane landed. — see also remote control 

5 [singular] : the group of people who direct or control 
something (such as the flight of an aircraft) ■ pilots commu¬ 
nicating with air traffic control • a control tower/room — see 
also MISSION CONTROL 

6 [count] : a person, thing, or group that is not treated with 
something that is being tested in an experiment in order to 
allow comparison with a treated person, thing, or group ■ 
The effects of the drug were clear when the test group was 
compared with the control group. 

in control 1 : having control of something • She will still be 
in control of the sales department. ■ He managed to stay in 
control of his emotions. 2 : not overly upset or excited 
: calm and able to think and act in a sensible way ■ In spite 
of the pressure to pass the test, he felt calm and in control, 
under control : able to be handled or managed with success 
: not out of control ■ She remained calm and kept the situ¬ 
ation under control. ■ A year after the divorce, he finally 
got his life back under control, [-he finally regained control 
of his life] ■ The firefighters got the fire under control. • You 
need to get your drinking/gambling/anger under control. ■ 
Don’t worry—I have everything under control. 
control freak noun, pi ~ freaks [count] informal : a per¬ 
son who has a strong need to control people or how things 
are done ■ My boss is a real control freak. 

COn-trolled /kan'trould/ adj 

1 [more most ~]: not overly angry or emotional - Instead 
of arguing, they talked in a calm, controlled manner. 

2 [more most ~]: done or organized according to certain 
rules, instructions, or procedures ■ The test was done under 
controlled conditions. ■ The polar bears at the zoo live in a 
controlled environment. 

3 — used to describe a drug that is illegal to have or use 
without permission from a doctor ■ a controlled drug/sub¬ 
stance 

con-trol-ler /kan'troul^/ noun, pi -lers [count] 

1 : a person who is in charge of the money received and paid 
out by a business or college 

2 : a person who directs the action of something ■ an air traf¬ 
fic controller 


3 : a device or piece of equipment used to operate a ma¬ 
chine, vehicle, or system ■ a volume controller 
controlling adj [more most ~] 

1 : having a need to control other people’s behavior ■ a con¬ 
trolling parent ■ She is very strict and controlling. 

2 a : having the power to control how something is man¬ 
aged or done ■ The larger bank remained the controlling par¬ 
ty when it took over the smaller banks. ■ controlling share¬ 
holders b : giving someone the power to control how 
something is managed or done ■ He paid over 40 million dol¬ 
lars for a controlling interest/share in the company. 

COn-tro-ver-sial /,ka:ntr3 , va i j3l/ adj [more most ~]: re¬ 

lating to or causing much discussion, disagreement, or argu¬ 
ment : likely to produce controversy ■ Abortion is a highly 
controversial subject/issue/topic. ■ a decision that remains 
controversial ■ He is a controversial author/director/figure. 

- con-tro-ver.siaMy adv 

COIl-trO-ver-Sy /■kaintre.vasi, Brit 'kDntr3,V3:si, ksn- 
'trovasi/ noun, pi -sies : argument that involves many peo¬ 
ple who strongly disagree about something : strong disagree¬ 
ment about something among a large group of people [non¬ 
count] The decision aroused/created much controversy 
among the students. ■ The new movie is a subject/topic of 
controversy. ■ There is controversy surrounding the team’s de¬ 
cision to trade the star pitcher. - The controversy is over 
whether he should be fired or not. [count] A controversy 
arose over the new law. 

con-tro-vert / , ka:ntre l va't/ verb -verts; -vert-ed; -vert¬ 
ing [+ obj] formal: to say or prove that (something) is un¬ 
true ■ The attorney offered evidence that controverted the 
plaintiffs allegations. 

COn-tUS-ion /kan'tu.san, Brit kan'tju:33n/ noun, pi -ions 
[count] medical : an injury that usually does not break the 
skin : bruise ■ He suffered multiple contusions of the leg. 
CO-nun-drum /ka'iiAndrem/ noun, pi -drums [count] : a 
confusing or difficult problem ■ He is faced with the conun¬ 
drum [-dilemma] of trying to find a job without experience. ■ 
an ethical conundrum 

COn-ur-ba-tion Aka.nybeifan/ noun, pi -tions [count] 
chiefly Brit : a large area consisting of cities or towns that 
have grown so that there is very little room between them ■ a 
conurbation of cities along the river 
con-va-lesce /.kcr.nva'lcs/ verb -lesc*es; -lesced; -lesc- 
ing [no obf] : to become healthy and strong again slowly 
over time after illness, weakness, or injury ■ She spent two 
months convalescing [= recuperating , recovering] at home af¬ 
ter her surgery. ■ He is convalescing from his leg injuries, 
con-va-les-cence /jkainva'lcsns/ noun : the process or 
period of becoming well again after an illness or injury [sin¬ 
gular] a prolonged convalescence ■ We visited her during her 
convalescence from surgery, [noncount] a period of conva¬ 
lescence 

con-va-les-cent /.kcr.nva'lesnt/ adj 

1 : going through the process of becoming well again after 
an illness or injury ■ the convalescent stage of his treatment • 
The nurse tended to the convalescent patients/soldiers. 

2 : used for patients who are becoming well again after an 
illness or injury ■ He spent six months recuperating in a con¬ 
valescent home/hospital. ■ a convalescent ward 

— convalescent noun, pi -cents [count] ■ The nurse took 
care of the convalescents. 

COn-vec-tion /kan'vekjan/ noun [noncount] technical 
: movement in a gas or liquid in which the warmer parts 
move up and the colder parts move down ■ convection cur¬ 
rents; also : the transfer of heat by this movement ■ foods 
cooked by convection 

convection oven noun, pi ~ -ens [count] : an oven with 
a fan that moves hot air around so that food cooks evenly 
con-vene /kan'vim/ verb -venes; -vened; -ven-ing ; to 
come together in a group for a meeting [no obj] The stu¬ 
dents convened [=<assembled] in the gym. ■ We convened at 
the hotel for a seminar. ■ This class convenes twice a week. 
[+ obj] convene a meeting ■ A panel of investigators was con¬ 
vened by the president to review the case. 
1 COn-ve-nience /kanViipjans/ noun.pl -nienc-es 

1 [noncount] : a quality or situation that makes something 
easy or useful for someone by reducing the amount of work 
or time required to do something ■ An elevator was available 
for the shoppers’ convenience. • I enjoy the convenience of 
living near a post office. ■ For your convenience, we have 
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added a feature that allows you to pay your bills over the In¬ 
ternet. — opposite inconvenience; see also marriage of 
CONVENIENCE 

2 [noncount\ : a time that is appropriate for doing something 
or that is suitable for someone ■ I’ll be happy to meet with 
you at your convenience. [=at a time that is convenient for 
you; at a time that will not cause you too much trouble or ef¬ 
fort] ■ Please come to my office at your earliest convenience. 

3 [count\ : something (such as a device) that makes you 
more comfortable or allows you to do things more easily ■ 
Our hotel room was equipped with all the modern conve¬ 
niences. • They enjoyed the conveniences of flying first class. 

Convenience adj, always used before a noun : designed for 
quick and easy preparation ■ Frozen pizza is a popular con¬ 
venience food. ■ convenience snacks 
convenience store noun, pi ~ stores [count\ chiefly US 
: a small store that is open for many hours of the day 
COn*ve»nient /kan'viinjant/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : allowing you to do something easily or without trouble ■ 
When is a convenient time for you to meet? ■ The controls 
are located in a convenient spot on the dashboard. ■ It might 
be more convenient to use a calculator, rather than adding 
the numbers yourself. ■ a convenient method/way/means of 
cleaning windows — opposite inconvenient 

2 : located in a place that is nearby and easy to get to ■ a con¬ 
venient drugstore ■ Schools, churches, and stores are all con¬ 
venient from here. 

3 : giving you a reason to do something that you want to do ■ 
The power failure was a convenient excuse to leave work ear¬ 
ly. ■ The economic recession gave lawmakers a convenient 
pretext for passing the bill. 

— con-ve-nient-iy adv ■ Several restaurants are convenient¬ 
ly located nearby. 

COn-vent /'kainvant/ noun, pi -vents [count] : a group of 
nuns who live together ■ She joined a convent.', also : the 
house or buildings they live in — compare monastery 
COn-ven-tion /kan'ven/an/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : a large meeting of people who come to a place for 
usually several days to talk about their shared work or other 
interests or to make decisions as a group ■ We go to the 
weeklong annual teachers’ convention every summer. ■ He 
bought some new books at the science fiction convention. ■ a 
constitutional convention [=a meeting in which political lead¬ 
ers create a constitution] ■ The Democratic National Conven¬ 
tion will meet next week to announce their party’s candidate 
for president. ■ The conference was held at the new conven¬ 
tion center. [=a building or set of buildings designed to hold 
many people and meetings] 

2 : a custom or a way of acting or doing things that is widely 
accepted and followed [count] It’s important to follow the 
conventions of punctuation in a paper for school. ■ They say 
school is just as important for teaching children social codes 
and conventions as for teaching math. ■ Many sports shows 
have recently adopted the conventions of the talk show. 
[noncount] a poet who rebels against literaiy convention • 
The award that by convention should have gone to the stu¬ 
dent with the highest grade went instead to the teacher’s fa¬ 
vorite. ■ a director who has always defied convention [=done 
unexpected or unusual things] in his movies ■ As a matter of 
convention , the oldest members speak first. 

3 [count]: a traditional or common style often used in litera¬ 
ture, theater, or art to create a particular effect ■ artistic con¬ 
ventions ■ The director’s use of the usual romantic conven¬ 
tions made the film boring and predictable. ■ His latest novel 
uses the conventions of early 19th-century literature. 

4 [count] formal : a formal agreement between two groups 
(such as countries or political organizations) ■ an interna¬ 
tional convention banning the spread of nuclear weapons ■ 
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 

con-ven-tion-al /kan'venjan]/ ad/ 

1 always used before a noun a : used and accepted by most 
people : usual or traditional ■ The number sign is the conven¬ 
tional symbol for labeling something measured in pounds. ■ 
Today, many patients seek healing through both alternative 
medicine and conventional medicine. [=the usual methods of 
healing or treating disease that are taught in Western medi¬ 
cal schools] b : of a kind that has been around for a long 
time and is considered to be usual or typical ■ While micro- 
waves heat up food more quickly, most food tastes better 
when it is cooked in a conventional oven. 

2 [more most ~] : common and ordinary : not unusual ■ 
Most of her books are conventional detective stories. ■ His 


views on dating are more conventional than those of some of 
his friends. 

3 always used before a noun : not nuclear • conventional 
weapons • conventional forces/warfare/war 

— con-ven-tlon-al-l-ty /kan«venja'naebti/ noun [noncount] 
• The conventionality of his views on economics surprised 
us. - con-ven-tlon-al-ly adv ■ He’s not conventionally at¬ 
tractive, but he has an interesting face that is not at all un¬ 
pleasant to look at. 

conventional wisdom noun [noncount] : opinions or be¬ 
liefs that are held or accepted by most people ■ Conventional 
wisdom in Hollywood says that a movie can’t succeed unless 
it stars a famous actor or actress, 
con-ven-tion-eer /k3n,v£nf3 , ni3>/ noun, pi -©ers [count] 
US : a person who goes to a convention (sense 1) 
con-verge /kan'v^fe/ verb -verg*es; -verged; -verg-lng 
[no obf] 

1 : to move toward one point and join together : to come to¬ 
gether and meet ■ The two roads converge in the center of 
town. — opposite diverge 

2 : to meet or come together to form a crowd or group • Stu¬ 
dents converged in the parking lot to say goodbye after grad¬ 
uation. — often -f on m Six police cars converged on the acci¬ 
dent scene. ■ Reporters from five different news sources 
converged on her after the game. 

3 : to come together and have one interest, purpose, or goal ■ 
Economic forces converged to bring the country out of a re¬ 
cession. ■ Many companies are combining rapidly converging 
communication technology into one device that can act as a 
phone, take photographs, and send e-mail. 

— con-ver-gence /kan'vscfeans/ noun [noncount] ■ The 
convergence of political corruption and religious oppres¬ 
sion led to civil war. — con-ver-gent /kanSwfcant/ adj ■ 
convergent lines ■ The meeting focused on the companies’ 
convergent interests. 

COn-ver*sant /kan'vasnt/ adj, not used before a noun [more 
most ~] 

1 formal — used to say that someone knows about some¬ 
thing or has experience with it; + with ■ He is (thoroughly) 
conversant with the facts of the case. ■ They’re conversant with 
the issues. 

2 US : able to talk in a foreign language ■ She’s conversant in 
several languages. 

COn»ver»sa«tion /.kainva^sei/an/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : an informal talk involving two people or a small group of 
people : the act of talking in an informal way [count] a casu¬ 
al/telephone/private conversation ■ He mentioned it during 
(the course of) our conversation. ■ Do you remember our 
conversation about that new movie? ■ The conversation 
turned to music. = Music became the topic of the conversa¬ 
tion. ■ We got into a long conversation about his behavior. ■ I 
had a nice conversation [=(less formally) chat] with your 
mother. ■ They were engaged in a lengthy conversation about 
politics. ■ It was so noisy that we could hardly carry on a con¬ 
versation. [=tal/c] - a perfect spot to hold a quiet conversation 
[=talk] ■ She often strikes up conversations with strangers. 
[=she often talks to strangers] [noncount] The topic came up 
in conversation. • They were so deep in conversation that they 
barely noticed me. ■ He kept trying to engage me in conversa¬ 
tion. ■ She’s skilled in the art of conversation. ■ an interesting 
topic of conversation • “Where are you from?” he asked, try¬ 
ing to make conversation. [=start a conversation] 

2 [count] : something that is similar to a spoken conversation 
■ We had a conversation by e-mail. 

COn-ver«sa-tion-al /.kamv^'seijanl/ adj [more most ~] 
: relating to or suggesting informal talk : relating to or sug¬ 
gesting conversation ■ conversational skills ■ The article is 
written in a conversational [-informal] style/tone. ■ The class 
was in conversational French. [=the informal French that is 
used when people talk to each other] 

— con-ver-sa-tion-al-ly adv 

COn-ver-Sa-tion-al-lst Akamv^'seijanlist/ noun, pi -Ists 
[count] : a person who likes or is good at conversation • a 
good/lively/witty conversationalist ■ She’s not much of a con¬ 
versationalist. 

conversation piece noun, pi ~ pieces [count] : some¬ 
thing new or unusual that gives people a subject to talk 
about ■ The exotic plant in our living room is a conversation 
piece that guests always ask about. 

1 con-verse /kan'va's/ verb -vers-es; -versed; -vers-lng 
[no obf] formal : to talk usually informally with someone : to 
have a conversation ■ They conversed quietly in the corner of 
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the room. ■ At home we often converse in Spanish. — often + 
with • He knows enough German to converse with the locals. 

2 COn-Verse /'ka-.n.va-s/ noun 

the converse formal : something that is the opposite of 
something else ■ They need our help, but the converse is 
also true: we need their help as well. 

3 COn-verse /kan'va'S, 'kainjva's/ adj, formal : opposite or re¬ 
verse • One must also consider the converse case/problem. ■ a 
converse effect 

con-verse-ly adv, formal : in a way that is the opposite of 
something else ■ Large objects appear to be closer. Converse- 
ly, small objects seem farther away. 

COn-ver*Sion /kan'v^jan, Brit kanVaiJan/wow/i, pi -sions 

1 a : the act or process of changing from one form, state, 
etc., to another — often + to or into [count] The company is 
undergoing a conversion to a new computer system, [non¬ 
count] They have suggested conversion of the old school into 
apartments. • Conversion to gas heating will continue over 
the next few years, b : the act or process of changing from 
one religion, belief, political party, etc., to another — often + 
to [ count] a conversion from Catholicism to Judaism [non¬ 
count] He is thinking about conversion to Buddhism. 

2 [count] a : a successful attempt at scoring extra points in 
rugby or American football ■ a 2-point conversion b Ameri¬ 
can football : a successful attempt to move the ball forward 
10 yards ■ a third-down conversion 

1 COn»vert /kan'va*/ verb -verts; -vert«ed; -vert-ing 

1 a [+ obf : to change (something) into a different form or 
so that it can be used in a different way — usually + to or 
into ■ The cells absorb light and convert it to energy. ■ How do 
you convert pounds to grams? • I need to convert my pesos 
back into dollars. [=1 need to exchange my pesos for dollars] 

■ We converted the attic into a bedroom, b [no obj] : to 
change to a different system, method, etc. — usually + to • 
The factory converted to newer machinery, c [no obj] : to 
change from one form or use to another — usually + to or 
into • The sofa converts easily into a bed. 

2 a [no obj] : to change from one religion, belief, political 
party, etc., to another — often + to • He converted to Islam, 
b [+ obj] : to persuade (someone) to change from one reli¬ 
gion, belief, political party, etc., to another — often + to ■ 
The missionaries converted the native people to Christianity. 

■ They tried to convert us to their way of thinking. — see also 
preach to the converted at PREACH 

3 a : to score extra points after a goal or touchdown in rug¬ 
by or American football [no obj] They tried for two points 
but could not convert. [+ obj] (rugby) They failed to convert 
the try. b : to use (an opportunity, such as an opportunity 
to score points) successfully [+ obj] They had many chances 
to score but they couldn’t convert their opportunities, [no 
obj] They had chances to score but couldn’t convert. 

2 COn-vert ^kainjva't/ noun, pi -verts [count] : a person who 
has changed to a different religion, belief, political party, etc. 

■ a religious convert ■ I didn’t think I’d like paying my bills on¬ 
line, but now I’m a convert. 

con-vert-er also con«vert*or /kan'v^ta 1 / noun, pi -ers also 
-ors [count] technical : a piece of equipment that changes 
something (such as radio signals, radio frequencies, or data) 
from one form to another — see also catalytic convert¬ 
er 

1 COn«Vert«ible /kan'va'tabal/ adj : able to be changed into 
another form ■ a convertible sofa [=a sofa that converts into a 
bed] ■ a convertible currency ■ The bonds are convertible into 
stock. 

— con • vert* ibil*i*ty /kanjvata'bilati/ noun [noncount] 

Convertible noun, pi -ibles [count] : a car with a roof that 
can be lowered or removed — see picture at car; compare 
HARDTOP 

COn-vex/kan'vEks.'kain^eks/a*# [more most ~] : hav¬ 
ing a shape like the outside of a bowl : curving outward ■ a 
convex lens/mirror — opposite concave 

con-vex-i-ty /kan'vcksati/ noun, pi -ties technical 

1 [noncount] : the quality or state of being curved outward 
: the quality or state of being convex ■ the convexity of the 
lens 

2 [count] : a shape that is curved outward : a convex shape ■ 
the convexities along the surface 

COn-vey /kan'vei/ verb -veys; -veyed; -vey*ing [+ obj] 

1 formal : to take or cariy (someone or something) from one 
place to another : transport ■ The singer was conveyed 
from her hotel to the airport by limousine. ■ They conveyed 
the goods by ship. ■ The pipes convey water to the fields. 


2 : to make (something) known to someone ■ Words convey 
[=communicate] meaning. ■ Mere words could not convey his 
joy. [=he could not express his joy in words] ■ The painting 
conveys [= expresses] a sense/feeling of motion. ■ Her appear¬ 
ance conveys self-confidence. ■ The message conveyed a sense 
of urgency. 

3 law : to change the ownership of (property) from one per¬ 
son to another ■ He conveyed the estate to his son. 

con-vey-ance /kan'vejans/ noun, pi -anc-es formal 

1 [noncount] : the act of taking or carrying someone or 
something from one place to another ■ the conveyance of 
goods/passengers 

2 [count] : something that carries people or things from one 
place to another : vehicle • public conveyances 

3 [noncount] : the act of making something known to some¬ 
one * the conveyance of meaning 

4 [count] law : a legal document that changes the ownership 
of property from one person to another 

COn-vey«anC"ing /kan'vejansir)/ noun [noncount] chiefly 
Brit, law : the act or business of preparing deeds, leases, or 
other documents to change the ownership of property from 
one person to another 

con-vey-or also con«vey*er /kan'vejay noun, pi -ors also 
-ers [count] : someone or something that conveys some¬ 
thing: such as a : a long strip of material (such as canvas or 
rubber) that moves continuously and carries objects (such as 
packages or luggage) from one place to another — called 
also conveyor belt b formal : someone who makes some¬ 
thing known to someone else ■ the conveyor of good/bad 
news 

1 COn-vict /kan'vikt/ verb -victs; -vict*ed; -vict*ing law : to 

prove that someone is guilty of a crime in a court of law [no 
obj] There is sufficient evidence to convict. [+ obj] He was 
convicted in federal court. ■ The jury convicted them on three 
counts of fraud. ■ Have you ever been convicted of a crime? • 
a convicted criminal — compare acquit 
2 COn*vict /'ka:n,vikt/ noun, pi -victs [count] : a person who 
has been found guilty of a crime and sent to prison : prison¬ 
er ■ an escaped convict 
COn-viotion /kan'vikjan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 law : the act of proving that a person is guilty of a crime in 
a court of law [noncount] She hopes to avoid conviction, 
[count] In light of the evidence, a conviction seems certain. ■ 
He has three prior/previous drunk-driving convictions. • 
Convictions for shoplifting have made it difficult for her to 
get a job. 

2 a [count] : a strong belief or opinion * religious convictions 
• a person of deep convictions ■ They share my strong/firm 
conviction that the policy is misguided, b [noncount] : the 
feeling of being sure that what you believe or say is true ■ She 
spoke with conviction. ■ His words lacked conviction. 

convince /kan'vins/ verb -vinoes; -vinced; -vinoing [+ 
obj] 

1 : to cause (someone) to believe that something is true ■ He 
convinced me that the story was true. • They convinced us of 
their innocence. ■ I managed to convince myself that I was 
doing the right thing. 

2 : to cause (someone) to agree to do something : per¬ 
suade ■ We convinced them to go along with our scheme. ■ I 
was unable to convince her to stay. 

convinced adj [more most ~] 

1 not used before a noun : completely certain or sure about 
something ■ I was never fully convinced of his innocence. [=1 
always believed that he might be guilty] ■ You still don’t 
sound convinced. ■ She’s still convinced that we’re wrong. 

— opposite unconvinced 

2 always used before a noun : believing strongly in something 
■ a convinced Christian 

convincing adj [more most —] 

1 : causing someone to believe that something is true or cer¬ 
tain ■ Your argument/story isn’t very convincing. ■ They 
make a convincing case for reform. ■ There is no convincing 
evidence to support his theory. — opposite unconvincing 

2 of a victory : easily achieved : clearly showing that one per¬ 
son or team is better than the other ■ a convincing [-decisive] 
victory/win 

— con-vinc*ing*ly adv ■ She argued convincingly [= persua¬ 
sively] that more money should be given to public schools. 

■ They won convincingly. 

COn-viv*i*al /kan'vrvijal/ adj [more most ~] formal : of 
or relating to social events where people can eat, drink, and 
talk in a friendly way with others ■ a convivial [=lively] atmo- 
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sphere ■ a convivial gathering ■ a convivial [-cheerful, friendly\ 
host 

— con-viv-i-al-i-ty /kg^vivi'setati /noun [noncount] • an at¬ 
mosphere of conviviality> 

con-vo-ca-tion /^ainva'keijgn/ noun, pi -tions formal 

1 [count] a : a large formal meeting of people (such as 
church officials) b US : a meeting of the members of a col¬ 
lege or university to observe a particular ceremony (such as 
the beginning of the school year or the announcing of 
awards and honors) — often used before another noun ■ a 
convocation center ■ a convocation address/ceremony 

2 [noncount] : the act of calling a group of people to a formal 
meeting ■ They called for the immediate convocation of the 
council. 

con-voke /kan'vouk/ verb -vokes; -voked; -vok-ing [+ 

obj] formal: to call a group of people to a formal meeting or 
convocation ■ The assembly was convoked for a special ses¬ 
sion. ■ They convoked a meeting of the delegates. 
COn-VO-lut-ed /'kamva^uitad I adj [more most ~] 

1 : very complicated and difficult to understand ■ convoluted 
logic ■ a convoluted plot ■ The argument was so convoluted 
[= intricate, involved] that most people missed the point. 

2 formal : having many twists and curves ■ a convoluted 
structure 

COn-VO-lu-tion /ikainvg'luijan/ noun, pi -tions formal 

1 : something that is very complicated and difficult to un¬ 
derstand [count] 1 found it hard to follow the convolutions of 
the book’s plot, [noncount] a plot full of convolution and 
confusion 

2 [count] : a twist or curve — usually plural ■ the convolu¬ 
tions of the road 

1 COn»VOy /'kainiVoi/ noun, pi -voys : a group of vehicles or 
ships that are traveling together usually for protection 
[count] a military convoy ■ a long convoy of trucks ■ The Pres¬ 
ident always travels in a convoy. • The United Nations is 
sending an aid/relief convoy. [=a group of vehicles carrying 
food and supplies] [noncount] The ships were sailing in con¬ 
voy. [=together in a line] 

2 COnvoy verb [+ obj] formal : to travel with and protect 
(someone or something) ■ The tankers were convoyed by 
warships. ■ Police and FBI agents convoyed the President to 
the White House. 

COIVVUlse /kgn'v/vls/ verb -vuls-es; -vulsed; -vuls-ing 

1 a [no obj] medical : to have an experience in which the 
muscles in your body shake in a sudden violent way that you 
are not able to control: to experience convulsions ■ The pa¬ 
tient reacted to the medication and began convulsing, b — 
used when something (such as laughter) causes a person’s 
whole body to shake [no obj] The audience convulsed 
[=shook] with/in laughter. [+ obj] — usually used as (be) 
convulsed ■ The audience was convulsed with/by laughter. 

2 [+ obj] formal : to affect (someone or something) suddenly 
and violently ■ The countiy was convulsed by war. ■ Riots 
convulsed the nation. 

COn-VUl-sion /ksn’vAlJsn/ noun,pi -sions [count] 

1 a medical : a sudden violent shaking of the muscles in 
your body that you are unable to control — usually plural ■ 
The patient suffers from convulsions. • He suddenly went 
into convulsions, b : a sudden experience of something 
(such as laughter) that shakes or moves your body — usual¬ 
ly plural ■ The joke sent the audience into convulsions of 
laughter. 

2 : a sudden change or disturbance that affects a country, 
organization, etc. — usually plural ■ an era of political con¬ 
vulsions [= upheaval' ?] ■ The controversial exhibit caused con¬ 
vulsions in the artistic community. 

COn-VUl-Sive /kgn'v/dsiv/ adj 

1 : involving or causing a sudden violent shaking of the mus¬ 
cles in your body that you are unable to control ■ a convul¬ 
sive seizure/attack ■ a convulsive disorder 

2 : causing the entire body to shake ■ convulsive laughter 

— con-vul-sive-ly adv ■ His body shook convulsively. ■ They 
laughed convulsively. 

COO /'ku:/ verb coos; cooed; coo-ing 

1 [no obj] : to make the soft sound of a dove or pigeon; also 
: to make a similar sound ■ The baby cooed quietly in her 
crib. ■ The baby was making a cooing sound. 

2 : to talk in a soft, quiet, and loving way [no obj] They all 
cooed over the baby pictures. [+ obj] "Oh, how sweet," she 
cooed. 

— COO noun, pi coos [count] ■ We listened to the coos of the 
pigeons. 


1 COOk /'kuk/ noun, pi cooks [count] : someone who prepares 
and cooks food for eating at home, in a restaurant, etc. ■ He’s 
a good cook. [=he cooks well] 

2 cook verb cooks; cooked; cook-ing 

1 : to prepare (food) for eating especially by using heat [+ 
obj] Cook the onions over low/medium/high heat. ■ She 
cooked a great meal. ■ I’ll cook dinner tonight. ■ The fish was 
cooked in a white wine sauce. ■ Carrots can be cooked , but 
they are often eaten raw. ■ a cooked chicken • Are the pota¬ 
toes cooked through ? [-done] - Are the potatoes fully/thor¬ 
oughly cooked ? [no obj] We’re too busy to cook at home. ■ 
He enjoys cooking on the weekends. 

2 [no obj] : to go through the process of being cooked ■ The 
rice is still cooking , but it will be ready in 10 minutes. 

3 [no obj] informal : to happen or take place ■ What'5 cook¬ 
ing ? ■ There’s something cooking , but he won’t say what. 

be cooking informal: to be performing or doing something 
well ■ The economy is really cooking. ■ That’s it! Now 
you’re cooking'. 

cook someone’s goose informal : to make it certain that 
someone will fail, lose, etc. ■ They were already trailing, 
and that last goal really cooked their goose. • Their goose 
was cooked after that last goal. 
cook the books informal : to dishonestly change official 
records of how much money was spent and received ■ 
They cooked the books to drive up the company’s stock 
prices. 

cook up [phrasal verb] cook up (something) or cook (some¬ 
thing) up 1 : to prepare (food) for eating especially quick¬ 
ly ■ I can cook up some hamburgers. 2 : to invent (some¬ 
thing, such as an idea, excuse, etc.) to deal with a 
particular situation ■ They cooked up [=devised, hatched] a 
scheme to fool their neighbor. ■ You’ll have to cook an ex¬ 
cuse up quickly. 

cook-book /'kuk,buk/ noun, pi -books [count] chiefly US 
: a book of recipes : a book of directions explaining how to 
prepare and cook various kinds of food — called also (Brit) 
cookery book:, see picture at kitchen 
COOk-er /■kuka-/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 US : a piece of equipment that is used to cook food ■ a 
slow cooker [=an electric pot that slowly cooks food] ■ a rice 
cooker [=an electric pot that is used for cooking rice] ■ a pas- 
fa cooker [=a pot that is used for cooking pasta on a stove] 
— see also pressure cooker 

2 Brit: a large piece of kitchen equipment that consists of an 
oven and a stove • a gas cooker [=((/S) range ] 

COOk-ery /'kukari/ noun [noncount] : the art or activity of 
cooking food ■ Mexican cookery [=cooking, cuisine] ■ the ba¬ 
sics of fish cookery 

cookery book noun, pi ■— books [count] Brit: cookbook 
cook-ie /'kuki/ noun, pi -ies [count] 

1 chiefly US : a sweet baked food that is usually small, flat, 
and round and is made from flour and sugar ■ This recipe 
makes about two dozen cookies. ■ She put a batch of cookies 
into the oven. ■ chocolate chip cookies — often used before 
another noun ■ a cookie jar ■ cookie dough — see picture at 
baking; see also fortune cookie 

2 informal : person • Don’t worry about her—she’s a tough 
cookie. • You are one smart cookie. 

3 computers : a file that may be added to your computer 
when you visit a Web site and that contains information 
about you (such as an identification code or a record of the 
Web pages you have visited) 

that’s the way the cookie crumbles informal — used 
when something bad has happened to say that you must 
accept things the way they are ■ I’m disappointed that I 
didn’t get the job but that’s the way the cookie crumbles. 
[=that’s how it goes] 

COOkie cutter noun, pi ~ -ters [count] chiefly US : a metal 
or plastic object that is pressed into the dough that is used to 
make cookies to give them a certain shape 
COOkie—Gutter adi, US, disapproving : very similar to other 
things of the same kind : not original or different ■ a neigh¬ 
borhood of cookie-cutter houses ■ Opponents accused the 
candidate of taking a cookie-cutter approach to the problem. 
[=of not coming up with new ideas to deal with the problem] 
COOkie sheet noun, pi ~ sheets [count] Chiefly US : bak¬ 
ing sheet 

'cooking noun [noncount] 

1 : the act of preparing and cooking food • I do most of the 
cooking in our house. 

2 : food that is cooked ■ Don’t you like my cooking' ? ■ a spice 
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used in Indian cooking [=cuisine] ■ delicious home cooking 
[=food cooked at home] 

2 COOklng adj, always used before a noun : suitable for or used 
in cooking : involving or having to do with cooking • Cook¬ 
ing time is about 20 minutes. • cooking techniques/methods • 
cooking oil ■ I’ve been taking cooking classes. 

COOk—off /'kuk,a:f/ noun, pi -Offs [count] US : a competi¬ 
tion in cooking 

COOk-OUt /'kuk,aut/ noun, pi -OUtS [count] US : a meal or 
party at which food is cooked and served outdoors ■ a back¬ 
yard cookout 

cook-stove / l kuk ( stouv/ noun, pi -stoves [count] US : a 
usually old-fashioned stove that burns wood and can be used 
for cooking; also : a small stove that is used to cook food 
outdoors 

COOk-tOp /*kuk,ta:p/ noun, pi -tops [count] US : a flat piece 
of equipment for cooking that is built into a kitchen coun¬ 
tertop and that usually has four devices (called burners) that 
become hot when turned on — compare STOVETOP 

COOk-ware /*kuk,weay noun [noncount] : the pots, pans, 
etc., that are used in cooking • a set of cookware ■ stainless 
steel cookware 

1 COOl /'ku:l/ adj cool-er; cool-est 

1 [or more most ~]; somewhat cold : not warm or hot ■ a 
cool breeze ■ The weather is cool today. ■ The surface is cool 
to the touch. ■ The plant grows best in cool climates. ■ I’m 
feeling a little cool. ■ a cool refreshing drink ■ It’s cooler [=less 
warm or hot] in the shade. ■ This is the coolest [=least warm 
or hot] summer on record. 

2 : made of a light, thin material that helps you stay cool ■ 
We changed into some cooler clothes. 

3 [or more most ~] : able to think and act in a calm way 
: not affected by strong feelings ■ It is important to keep a 
cool head in a crisis. = It is important to keep/stay cool in a 
crisis. [=it is important to remain calm in a crisis] ■ She re¬ 
mained calm, cool, and collected . ■ He is a cool customer 
[=he is someone who remains calm and is not easily upset] <► 
If you are (as) cool as a cucumber, you are very calm and 
able to think clearly often in a difficult situation. • Even in 
the emergency, she remained as cool as a cucumber. ■ The re¬ 
porter was cool as a cucumber despite the confusion all 
around her. 

4 [or more most ~]: not friendly - a cool reply ■ He replied 
with a cool “I don’t think so.” ■ She was always cool toward 
strangers. ■ We were surprised by the cool reception we got. 

5 [or more most ~] informal a : very fashionable, stylish, 
or appealing in a way that is generally approved of especially 
by young people ■ cool sunglasses ■ The car has a cool new 
look. ■ You look cool in those jeans. ■ a magazine article 
about the coolest places to live/work — often used to show 
approval in a general way ■ Your brother is so cool. • That 
was a really cool [-good, excellent] movie. ■ “I got a job as a 
lifeguard this summer.” "Cool." b — used to suggest accep¬ 
tance, agreement, or understanding ■ “I’m sorry I’m late.” 
"It’s/That’s cool [=okay, all right] —don’t worry about it.” ■ 
“Is getting together Friday cool with you?” “Yeah, I’m cool 
with that.” ■ I thought she’d be mad, but she was cool about 
it. 

6 of a color : suggesting cool things ■ Blue and green are cool 
colors, but red and orange are warm colors. 

7 informal — used for emphasis in referring to a large 
amount of money ■ He’s worth a cool million. 

— COOl-ish /'ku:lij/ adj ■ a coolish day ■ coolish colors ■ He 
was a little coolish towards us. — cool-ly adv ■ “Is that 
so?,” she asked coolly. ■ My idea was received coolly. 
— cool-ness noun [noncount] ■ the coolness of the moun¬ 
tain air ■ I was surprised by his coolness towards us. • He al¬ 
ways displays coolness under pressure. 

2 COOl verb cools; cooled; cooMng 

1 a [+ obj] : to make (someone or something) cool ■ The fan 
cools the engine. ■ the cooling effect of the breeze ■ the car’s 
cooling system — often + off or down ■ A swim cooled us off! 
down a little. ■ The rain should help to cool things off!down. 
b [no obj) : to become cool: to lose heat or warmth ■ Allow 
the cake to cool before slicing. ■ the cooling of the ocean wa¬ 
ters — often + off or down ■ We went for a swim to cool off! 
down. • TTie weather has cooled off!down a little. 

2 a [no oly] : to become less strong or intense especially in 
emotion ■ I took a break from the discussion to allow my an¬ 
ger to cool. ■ His interest in her has cooled somewhat. — of¬ 
ten + off or down ■ You need to cool off/down before I talk to 
you. ■ Their relationship has cooled off/down a bit. b {+ otj] 


: to make (an emotion) less strong or intense ■ He couldn’t 
cool [=calm] his anger. — often + off or down ■ You need to 
cool off/down your anger. 

cool It informal : to stop being excited, angry, noisy, etc. ■ 
They were being too noisy, so he told them to cool it. 
cool your heels informal ; to wait for someone or some¬ 
thing : to take a break from doing something or going 
someplace ■ Passengers had no choice but to cool their 
heels when their flight was delayed yet again. 

3 COOl noun 

keep your cool also chiefly US maintain your cool infor¬ 
mal : to remain calm ■ He kept/maintained his cool [=he 
didn’t get angry or upset] even though it was clear that he 
was being unfairly treated. 

lose your cool also US blow your cool informal: to sud¬ 
denly become very angry ■ She rarely loses her cool. [=she 
controls her feelings well! " He lost his cool and yelled at 
me. ■ After listening patiently, he finally blew his cool, 
the cool: a cool time or place — usually + of ■ It was good 
to be outdoors in the cool of the evening/night. ■ We re¬ 
laxed in the cool of an air-conditioned room. 

4 COOl adv, informal : in a calm manner : in a way that does 
not seem unusual or excited ■ Here comes Mom. Act cool 
and she won’t suspect a thing. ■ She didn't want to seem too 
eager, so she tried to play It cool. [=to pretend to be calm 
even though she wasn’t feeling calm] 

COOl-ant /'ku:lant/ noun, pi -ants [count, noncount] : a liq¬ 
uid that is used to cool an engine or machine 
COOl-er /'ku:lay noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a container for keeping foixi or drinks cool ■ The sodas 
are in the cooler. — called also (Brit) cool bag, (Brit) cool box 

2 US : a cold drink that usually contains alcohol ■ a wine 
cooler 

3 the cooler informal + somewhat old-fashioned : a prison or 
jail ■ They threw him in the cooler. [=(more commonly) the 
slammer] 

cool-head-ed / l ku:l,hed3d/ adj [more mast ~]: not eas¬ 
ily excited : able to think and act in a calm way ■ a cool- 
headed leader 

COO-lle / 1 ku:li/ noun, pi -lies [count] offensive + old- 
fashioned : an unskilled Asian worker who is paid low wages 
COOlfng-Off period noun, pi ~ -ods [count] : a period of 
time that must pass before you can do something or before 
an agreement becomes final • The law requires a cooling-off 
period between the time a gun is purchased and when it may 
be possessed. ■ The workers have agreed to a 30-day cooling- 
off period before they strike. • Once you join the pension 
plan, you have a 14-day cooling-off period within which to 
change your mind. 

COOn /*ku:n/ noun, pi coons [count] US, informal : rac¬ 
coon 

In a coon’s age see ‘aoe 

COOn-skln / , ku:n,skin/ noun, pi -skins [count, noncount] 

: the skin and fur of a raccoon — often used before another 
noun ■ a coonskin cap/coat 

1 COOp /*ku:p/ noun, pi coops [count ]: a cage or small build¬ 
ing in which chickens or other small animals are kept ■ a 
chicken coop 
fly the coop see ‘fly 
2 COOp verb coops; cooped; coop-lng 

coop up [phrasal verb] coop up (someone or something) or 
coop (someone or something) up : to keep (a person or 
animal) inside a building or in a small space especially for 
a long period of time — usually used as (be) cooped up • 
The children were cranky after being cooped up in the 
house all day. ■ The dog is cooped up in a cage, 
co-op /'kou,a:p/ noun, pi -ops [count ]: a business or orga¬ 
nization that is owned and operated by the people who work 
there or the people who use its services : cooperative ■ a 
farmers’ co-op 

COO-por /*ku:pay noun, pi -pers [count] : a person who 
makes or repairs wooden casks or barrels 

CO«OP»er»atQ /kou'aip^reit/ verb -atss; -at*ed; -at-ing 
[no off] 

1 : to work together : to work with another person or group 
to do something • It will be much easier if everyone cooper¬ 
ates. • Several organizations cooperated in the relief efforts. ■ 
The country agreed to cooperate with the other nations on 
the trade agreement. 

2 a : to be helpful by doing what someone asks or tells you 
to do * The mother asked the child to put on his pajamas, but 
the child refused to cooperate. ■ Witnesses were willing/un- 
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willing to cooperate. — often + with ■ They said they would 
cooperate fully with the investigation. "He agreed/refused to 
cooperate with the police, b : to act in a way that makes 
something possible or likely : to produce the right condi¬ 
tions for something to happen • We can barbecue on Sunday 
if the weather cooperates. [=if the weather is good enough] 
CQ«Qp*er«a*tion /kou,a:p3‘reij3n/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a situation in which people work together to do some¬ 
thing ■ The report cited a lack of cooperation between state 
and local officials. ■ The fair was organized in cooperation 
with local businesses. = The fair was organized with the co¬ 
operation of local businesses. 

2 : the actions of someone who is being helpful by doing 
what is wanted or asked for • Thank you for your coopera¬ 
tion. • We are asking for your full cooperation. 

1 CO*op*er*a*tive /kou'crprativ/ adj [more —; most ~] 

1 : willing to be helpful by doing what someone wants or 
asks for ■ cooperative children ■ The witness was very cooper¬ 
ative. — opposite UNCOOPERATIVE 

2 : involving two or more people or groups working togeth¬ 
er to do something ■ a cooperative [=joint, combined] effort/ 
venture 

3 : relating to a business or organization that is owned and 
operated by the people who work there or the people who 
use its services ■ a cooperative store 

— co-op-er-a-tive-ly adv • The group acted cooperatively. ■ 
a cooperatively owned store — co*op*er*a*tive*ness 
noun [noncount] ■ He demonstrated his cooperativeness on 
many occasions. 

Cooperative noun, pi -tives [count] : a business or organi¬ 
zation that is owned and operated by the people who work 
there or the people who use its services • the local farmers’ 
cooperative 

CO—opt /kou'cupt/ verb -opts; -opt-ed; -opt-ing [+ obj]for¬ 
mal 

1 : to cause or force (someone or something) to become part 
of your group, movement, etc. ■ The national organization 
has co-opted many formerly independent local groups. 

2 : to use or take control of (something) for your own pur¬ 
poses • Advertisers co-opted the team’s slogan. • The candi¬ 
date has been accused of co-opting his opponent’s message to 
serve his own election campaign. 

Co-or-di-nate /kou'o^d3,neit/ verb -nates; -nat*ed; -nat- 
ing 

1 a : to make arrangements so that two or more people or 
groups of people can work together properly and well [+ 
obj] She’ll be coordinating the relief effort, [no obj] You’ll 
have to coordinate with the sales department, b [no obj] : to 
act or work together properly and well ■ National and inter¬ 
national relief efforts must coordinate if the operation is to 
be successful. 

2 [+ obj]: to cause (two or more things) to be the same or to 
go together well : to cause (two or more things) to not con¬ 
flict with or contradict each other ■ We need to coordinate 
our schedules. ■ Dancers need to coordinate their moves. 

3 [+ obj] : to move (different parts of your body) together 
well or easily ■ Since his illness, he has had trouble coordinat¬ 
ing his arms and legs. 

4 : to look good with another color, pattern, style, etc. [no 
obj] This color coordinates with your outfit. ■ The shirt and 
pants arc available in three coordinating styles/colors. ■ coor¬ 
dinating patterns [+ obj] We coordinated the curtains and 
the fabric of the furniture. 

— coordinated adj [more most ~] ■ a coordinated effort/ 
attack ■ I would take dance lessons, but I am not very coor¬ 
dinated. • A more coordinated approach will improve pro¬ 
ductivity. — often used in combination ■ a color- 
coordinated wardrobe ■ a well -coordinated athlete 

2 CO*or-di-nate /kou'o^danat/ noun, pi -nates 

1 [count] technical : one of a set of numbers that is used to 
locate a point on a map, graph, etc. ■ latitude and longitude 
coordinates • We calculated its exact coordinates. 

2 coordinates [plural]: articles of clothing that are made to 
be worn together ■ coordinates in basic colors 

coordinate clause noun, pi ~ clauses [count] grammar 
: one of two or more clauses in a sentence that are of equal 
importance and usually joined by and, or, or but — compare 

MAIN CLAUSE, SUBORDINATE CLAUSE 

coordinating conjunction noun, pi ~ -tions [count] 
grammar : a conjunction (such as and, or, or but ) that joins 
together words, phrases, or clauses of equal importance 
CO*or-di-na*tion /kou'o^da'neijan/ noun [noncount] 


1 : the process of organizing people or groups so that they 
work together properly and well ■ The new agency will over¬ 
see the coordination of the various departments. ■ The man¬ 
ager is in charge of project coordination. ■ There needs to be 
better coordination between departments. ■ The FBI worked 
in coordination with local police. [=the FBI worked with lo¬ 
cal police] 

2 : the process of causing things to be the same or to go to¬ 
gether well ■ the coordination of our schedules ■ better coor¬ 
dination of the dancers’ moves 

3 : the ability to move different parts of your body together 
well or easily ■ Playing sports improves strength and coordi¬ 
nation. ■ The illness causes a loss of coordination. ■ poor coor¬ 
dination 

CO*or-di*na-tor /kou'oada^neita/ noun, pi -tors [count] : a 
person who organizes people or groups so that they work to¬ 
gether properly and well ■ She is the program/project coordi¬ 
nator. 

COOt /'ku:t/ noun, pi coots [count] 

1 : a type of black and gray bird that lives on or near the wa¬ 
ter 

2 US, informal ; a strange and usually old man ■ Don’t mind 
him—he’s just a crazy old coot. 

COO*tie /'ku:ti/ noun, pi -ties [count] US, informal : a type of 
small insect that lives in people’s hair Cootie is used espe¬ 
cially by children. ■ Don’t touch him or you’ll get cootiesl 

CO—Owner noun, pi -ers [count] : someone who owns some¬ 
thing together with another person 

1 cop /'ka:p/ noun, pi cops [count] informal : police offi¬ 
cer ■ He threatened to call the cops on us. — see also COPS 
AND ROBBERS, TRAFFIC COP 

it’s a fair cop Brit, informal — used to admit that you did 
something wrong and were caught fairly ■ I’m annoyed 
about the speeding ticket, but it's a fair cop. 
not much cop Brit, informal : not very good ■ She’s not 
much cop as an actress. ■ I’m not much cop at sports. 

2 cop verb cops; copped; cop-ping [+ obj\ 

1 US, informal : to get (something desirable) ■ I managed to 
cop an invitation. ■ She copped [-took] first prize in the com¬ 
petition. 

2 US, informal : to steal or take (something) from someone ■ 
Somebody copped my watch. ■ He copped the idea from me. 

3 chiefly Brit, informal : to receive (something undesirable) ■ 
They expected me to cop all the blame! ■ He copped the full 
force of the blow. 

cop a feel US slang : to touch someone in an unwanted and 
unexpected sexual way ■ Some guy on the bus tried to cop 
a feell [=some guy on the bus tried to grope me] 
cop an attitude US, informal : to show that you believe you 
are more important or better than other people by behav¬ 
ing in a rude or unpleasant way • The students tried to cop 
an attitude with the new teacher. 
cop a plea US, informal : to admit to doing a less serious 
crime than the one you are accused of : to agree to a plea 
bargain ■ Her lawyers convinced her to cop a plea, 
cop hold of Brit, informal : to grab or take hold of (some¬ 
thing) ■ Cop hold of this part while I tighten the screw. 
cop it Brit, informal : to be punished for doing something 
wrong ■ When dad gets home, you're going to cop it\ [=(US) 
get it] 

cop off [phrasal verb] Brit slang : to have sexual intercourse 
with someone ■ He copped off with one of the girls at the 
party. 

cop out [phrasal verb] informal 1 : to not do something 
that you are expected to do ■ She said she would come, but 
then she copped out at the last minute. ■ You’d better not 
cop out on me! 2 : to fail to deal with a problem or situa¬ 
tion ■ He accused the mayor of copping out on the issue of 
homelessness. — see also cop-out 
cop to [phrasal verb] cop to (something) US slang : to admit 
to doing (something) ■ He agreed to cop to a misdemeanor. 

CO—pay /'kou'pei/ noun, pi -pays [count] : co-payment 
CO—pay*ment /'koUipeimant/ noun, pi -merits [count] : an 
amount of money that a person with health insurance is re¬ 
quired to pay at the time of each visit to a doctor or when 
purchasing medicine 

1 COPe /'koup/ verb copes; coped; copying [no obj]: to deal 
with problems and difficult situations and try to come up 
with solutions • The trial has been difficult, but I’m learning 
to cope. — often + with • You’ll just have to cope with the sit¬ 
uation. ■ The book is about coping with stress. ■ He says he 
can no longer cope with the demands of the job. 
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— coping adj, always used before a noun ■ coping skills/strat¬ 
egies [=skills/strategies that help a person copej 

2 COpe noun, pi copes [count] : a long, loose piece of clothing 
that is worn by a priest on special occasions 
copi-er /■ka’.pija’/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a machine that 
makes paper copies of printed pages, pictures, etc. — called 
also copy machine, photocopier, photocopy machine ; see pic¬ 
ture at OFFICE 

CO-pi-lot /'kou,pail3t/ noun, pi -lots [count] : a pilot who 
helps the main pilot operate an airplane, helicopter, etc. 
copying /'koupir]/ noun, pi -ings [count, noncount] architec¬ 
ture : the top layer of a brick or stone wall that is usually 
higher on one end than the other to allow rain to be carried 
off easily 

CO-pi-OUS /’koupijas/ adj, always used before a noun : very 
large in amount or number ■ The storm produced a copious 
amount of rain. ■ She sat in the front row and took copious 
notes during the lecture. 

— co-pi-ous-ly adv ■ a copiously illustrated book ■ He 
wrote/drank copiously. 

COp—Ollt /'ka:p,aut/ noun, pi -outs [count] informal + disap¬ 
proving 

1 : an excuse for not doing something ■ He played poorly 
and used his recent illness as a cop-out. ■ She says she doesn’t 
have the time, but that’s just a cop-out. [=she really does have 
the time) 

2 : something that avoids dealing with a problem in an ap¬ 
propriate way ■ The ending of the book is a disappointing 
cop-out. — see also cop out at 2 cop 

1 cop-per /*ka:p 7fj noun, pi -pers 

1 [noncount] : a reddish-brown metal that allows heat and 
electricity to pass through it easily ■ The wires are (made of) 
copper. — often used before another noun ■ copper wire/ 
pipes ■ a copper mine 

2 [noncount] : a reddish-brown color — usually used before 
another noun ■ copper hair ■ copper skin — see color picture 
on page C2 

3 [count] chiefly Brit, informal : a copper or bronze coin that 
has little value ■ She gave the child a few coppers. 

— compare 2 copper 

— cop-pery /'kcnpari/ ad) [more most ~] ■ coppery hair" 
a coppery red 

2 COpper noun, pi -pers [count] chiefly Brit, informal: police 
officer — compare ‘copper 
Copper-bottomed adj [more most ~] 

1 : having a copper coating on the bottom ■ a copper- 
bottomed pan 

2 Brit, informal : deserving to be trusted ■ a copper-bottomed 
guarantee : certain to succeed • The film is a copper- 
bottomed [=sureflre] hit. 

COp*per«head /'kaipa^hed/ noun, pi -heads [count] : a 
poisonous reddish-brown snake of the eastern and central 
U.S. 

COp-pice /'kaipas/ noun, pi -pic-es [count] : a group of 
small trees growing very close together 
COps and robbers noun [noncount] : a children’s game in 
which the players imitate the way police chase and shoot at 
criminals in movies, on television, etc. 
copse /'kcr.ps/ noun, pi copses [count] : coppice 
cop shop noun, pi ~~ shops [count] Brit slang : police 
station 

COp-ter /*ka:pt3'/ noun, pi -ters [count] chiefly US, informal 

: HELICOPTER 

COp-U-la /'kaipjsla/ noun, pi -las [count] grammar : link¬ 
ing verb 

COp-U-late /'ka:pj3,leit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -lat-ing [no 

obj] formal : to have sexual intercourse ■ Some animals have 
complex mating rituals before they copulate. 

— cop-u-la-tion /.kaipja'lei/an/ noun [noncount] 

1 COpy /'ka:pi/ noun, pi cop-ies 

1 [count] : something that is or looks exactly or almost ex¬ 
actly like something else : a version of something that is 
identical or almost identical to the original ■ The paintings at 
the museum are originals, not copies, [reproductions] — of¬ 
ten + of* Can you make me a copy of the letter/receipt? ■ Be 
sure to make backup copies of any important files. ■ I need 10 
copies [~ photocopies ] of this page. ■ It is a cheap copy [-imita¬ 
tion, knockoff] of a designer dress. • It’s an exact copy [repli¬ 
ca, reproduction] of a medieval sword. — see also carbon 

COPY, HARD COPY 

2 [count] : one of the many books, magazines, albums, 


DVDs, etc., that are exactly the same and are produced to be 
sold or given to the public • The novel/album has sold more 
than a million copies. — often + of • Here’s a free copy of our 
catalog/brochure. 

3 [noncount] : written information that is to be published in 
a newspaper, magazine, etc. ■ She got a job writing advertis¬ 
ing copy. ■ All copy must be submitted by 5 p.m. ■ Political 
scandals make good copy, [interesting news stories] 

2 COPV verb copies; cop-ied; copying 

1 : to make a version of (something) that is exactly or almost 
exactly like the original : to make a copy or duplicate of 
(something) [+ obj] She copied the design on a piece of pa¬ 
per. ■ Copy the file to your hard drive. ■ Would you copy 
[= photocopy ] these pages for me? • The program allows you 
to copy and paste text. [=to copy text and insert it some¬ 
where else in the document] [no obj] The page did not copy 
[-photocopy] well. ■ The bills are designed to prevent copying 
by counterfeiters. 

2 a : to write (something) down exactly as it appears some¬ 
where else [+ obj] We caught him copying the answers out of 
the book, [no obj] We caught him copying out of the book, 
b [+ obj] : to use (someone else’s words or ideas) as your own 

■ The speech was copied word for word. 

3 [+ obj] a : to do the same thing as (someone) ■ She’s al¬ 
ways copying [-imitating] her older sister, b : to make or do 
something the same way as (something else) ■ His music was 
copied widely. ■ Their competitors soon copied the idea. 
copy down/out [phrasal verb] copy (something) down/out or 

copy down/out (something) : to write down (words that 
you are hearing or reading) • Are you copying all of this 
down ? ■ I copied out the equations on a piece of paper, 
copy-cat /'ka:pi,k£et/ noun, pi -cats [count] 

1 infoimal : a person who does the same thing as someone 
else : a person who adopts the behavior, style, etc., of some¬ 
one else ■ She called me a copycat for wearing the same dress. 

2 : something that is very similar to another thing ■ The 
product has inspired a lot of copycats, [-imitations] — often 
used before another noun ■ a copycat crime ■ copycat drugs 

copy editor noun, pi ~~ -tors [count] US : a person whose 
job is to prepare a book, newspaper, etc., for printing by 
making sure the words are correct — called also (Brit) sub¬ 
editor 

- copy-ed-it /'kaipi.Edat/ verb -its; -it-ed; -it-ing [+ obj] ■ 
He copyedits the dictionary. 

COpy-ist /'ka-.pijist/ noun, pi -ists [count] 

1 : someone who made copies of documents or maps by 
hand before printing became common 

2 : someone who copies the style or design of something 
(such as a work of art or piece of clothing) 

copy machine or copying machine noun, pi ~ 
-chines [count]: copier 

1 copy-right /'ka:pi,rait/ noun, pi -rights : the legal right to 
be the only one to reproduce, publish, and sell a book, musi¬ 
cal recording, etc., for a certain period of time [count] His 
family still holds the copyright to his songs. ■ laws that protect 
copyrights [noncount] The book is under copyright. 

2 COpyright verb -rights; -right-ed; -right-ing [+ obj] : to 
get a copyright for a book, musical recording, etc., for a cer¬ 
tain period of time ■ He has copyrighted all of his plays. ■ 
These are copyrighted materials. 

3 COpy right adj, always used before a noun 

1 : of or relating to a copyright ■ copyright law/infringement 

■ copyright protection ■ The copyright date is 2005. 

2 : not allowed to be copied without permission from the au¬ 
thor, composer, etc. ■ copyright material 

COpy-Writ-er / , ka:pi,raita'/ noun, pi -ers [count] : someone 
whose job is to write the words for advertisements 
COq au vin /,koukou'v£en/ noun [noncount] : chicken that 
is cooked in red wine 

CO-qlie-try /'koukatri, Brit 'kokatri/ noun [noncount] liter¬ 
ary : the behavior of a coquette • Her behavior was mistaken 
for coquetry. [=(more commonly) flirtation ] 

CO-quette /kou'kEt/ noun, pi -quettes [count] literary + for¬ 
mal : a woman who likes to win the attention or admiration 
of men but does not have serious feelings for them : FLIRT ■ 
She was a bit of a coquette. 

— co-quett-ish /kou'kEti// adj [more most ~] ■ a coquett¬ 
ish grin/smile ■ a coquettish young woman — co-quett- 
ish-ly adv ■ She smiled coquettishly at him. — co-quett- 
ish-ness noun [noncount] 

cor-a-cle /'korakal/ noun, pi -acles [count] : a very small 
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type of boat that has been used in parts of Great Britain 
since ancient times 
COr-al /’koral/ noun [ noncount ] 

1 : a hard material formed on the bottom of the sea by the 
skeletons of small creatures ■ brightly colored fishes swim¬ 
ming among the coral 

2 : an orange pink color — see color picture on page C3 

— coral adj ■ coral deposits 

coral reef noun, pi *** reefs [count] : a long line of coral that 
lies in warm, shallow water 

COT arvglais Akoraq'glei/ noun, pi cors an-glais 

/ikoa , zao'glei/ [count] Brit : English horn 
1 COrd /’koa-d/ noun, pi cords 

1 : a long, thin material that is usually thicker than a string 
but thinner than a rope [count] She wore the key on a cord 
around her neck. • They used cords to tie the tent to the 
trees, [noncount] a piece of cord — see also bungee cord, 
rip CORD 

2 [count] : an electrical wire that is wrapped in a protective 
covering and used to connect a device to a power source ■ a 
telephone cord ■ a lamp cord • a power cord — called also 
(Brit) flex-, see also extension cord 

3 [count] : a part of the body that is like a string or rope ■ a 
nerve cord — see also spinal cord, umbilical cord, vo¬ 
cal cords 

4 [count] US : an amount of wood that has been cut for 
burning in a fireplace, stove, etc. : a pile that contains 128 
cubic feet of firewood ■ a cord of wood — compare cord- 
wood 

5 cords [plural] : pants made of corduroy ■ a pair of black 
cords [=corduroys] 

2 COrd adj : made of corduroy ■ a cord jacket 
cord-age /’koa-dufc/ noun [noncount] : ropes or cords ■ a 
company that produced cordage for ships 
1 COr-dial /’koa-cfcal, Brit ‘koidial/ adj [more most ~] : po¬ 
litely pleasant and friendly ■ We received a cordial greeting 
from our hostess at the party. ■ The two nations have main¬ 
tained cordial relations. 

— cor-di-al-i-ty Akoa-cfei'selati, Brit ,ko:di'2el3ti/ noun [non¬ 
count] ■ They greeted the ambassador with cordiality. 
— cor-dial-ly adv • You are cordially invited to attend the 
wedding of our daughter on May 14. 

2 COrdial noun.pl -dials [count, noncount] 

1 US : a sweet alcoholic drink : liqueur 

2 Brit : a drink of heavy fruit juice that is mixed with water 
cord-less /’koa-dlas/ adj : powered by a battery rather than 

by electricity through a cord • a cordless phone/drill 
1 COr«don /’koa-dp/ noun, pi -dons [count] : a line of people 
or objects that are placed around or in front of a person or 
place to keep people away ■ A cordon of police kept protest¬ 
ers away from the building. 

2 COrdon verb -dons; -doned; -don-ing 

cordon off [phrasal verb] cordon off (something) or cordon 
(something) off : to prevent people from getting into (an 
area) by putting a line of people or objects around or in 
front of it ■ Police cordoned off the street. 

COr-don bleu Akoa-idcun’blu:/ adj : having, showing, or re¬ 
quiring great skill at cooking ■ a cordon bleu chef ■ a cordon 
bleu meal 

cor-du-roy /'koa-dairoi/ noun 

1 [noncount] : a strong cotton cloth with straight raised lines 
on it ■ a jacket made of corduroy — often used before anoth¬ 
er noun • a corduroy skirt 

2 corduroys [plural] : pants made of corduroy • a pair of 

corduroys [=cords] 

COrd-WOOd /’koa-d,wud/ noun [noncount] US : wood used 
for fires that is piled or sold in cords (sense 4) 

"' core /’koa-/ noun, pi cores [count] 

1 : the central part of a fruit (such as an apple) that contains 
the seeds ■ an apple core — see color picture on page C5 

2 : the central part of something ■ the core of a golf ball ■ The 
pads have a foam core. • the engine core ■ the core of the gal¬ 
axy • The Earth’s core is very different from its crust. ■ the ur¬ 
ban core |=the central part of a city] 

3 : the most important or basic part of something ■ Lack of 
money is the core of the problem. ■ The core of the govern¬ 
ment's plan is to provide loans for small businesses. ■ voters 
who form the core of the party ■ The economy is at the very 
core of this year’s election. — see also hard core 

4 technical : a part that has been removed from a material 
for scientific study • took a core sample of lock ■ an ice core 
I rorn the glacier 


5 technical : the place in a nuclear reactor where the reac¬ 
tion takes place ■ the reactor core 

to the core : in a very complete or extreme way — used for 
emphasis ■ He is patriotic to the core. (=he is extremely pa¬ 
triotic] ■ Her family is English to the core. • He’s rotten to 
the core. [=he’s a very bad/dishonest person] • They were 
shaken to the core. (=extremely shaken/upset] 

2 COre adj, always used before a noun 

1 : most important or most basic ■ The company’s core busi¬ 
ness is lending money. ■ Stealing would go against his core 
beliefs. [=his basic principles] ■ the core responsibilities of the 
police force ■ the core vocabulary of a language 

2 : of or relating to the classes that all the students in a 
school are required to take or the skills that all students are 
required to learn ■ the core curriculum ■ core courses/sub¬ 
jects 

3 COre verb cores; cored; cor-ing [+ obj] : to remove a core 
from (a fruit) • core an apple 

— cor-er noun, pi -ers [count] • an apple corer [=a device 
that is used to remove the core from an apple] 

CO-ri-an-der /’korhaenda*/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a plant whose leaves and seeds are used in cooking 

2 chiefly Brit : cilantro 

3 : the dried seed of the coriander plant used as a flavoring 

— called also coriander seed 
1 COrk /’koa^k/ noun, pi corks 

1 [noncount] : a material that is made from the soft bark of a 
kind of oak tree ■ a piece of cork ■ a cork bulletin board ■ 
shoes with cork heels 

2 [count] : a piece of cork or another material (such as plas¬ 
tic) that is put in the end of bottle to close it ■ the cork of a 
wine bottle ■ She popped the cork on the champagne. [=she 
opened the bottle of champagne by removing the cork] ■ Af¬ 
ter their championship victory, the team was ready to pop 
the cork. t=to begin celebrating by opening and drinking bot¬ 
tles of champagne] 

put a cork in it chiefly US, informal — used as a rude way to 
tell someone to stop talking and especially to stop com¬ 
plaining ■ Why don’t you put a cork in it\ [=shut up] I am 
sick of your whining! 

2 COrk verb corks; corked; corking [+ obj] 

1 : to close (something, such as a bottle) with a cork ■ Please 
cork the wine. ■ a corked bottle of wine — opposite UNCORK; 
see also corked 

2 : to put cork inside (something, such as a baseball bat) ■ a 
player who has been accused of illegally corking his bats ■ a 
corked bat 

corked /’koa-kt/ adj, of wine : having an unpleasant taste be¬ 
cause of a damaged or decayed cork • corked wine 
COrk-er /’koa-ka-/ noun, pi -ers [count] informal + old- 
fashioned : a very good or amusing person or thing ■ Last 
week’s episode was good, but this one is a real corker ! 
cork-ing /’koa^kiij/ adj, informal + old-fashioned: very good 
■ an absolutely corking idea 

— corking adv ■ a corking good story 
cork-screw /’koak.skru:/ 

noun, pi -screws [count] : a 
tool that is used to pull 
corks from bottles 
COr-mo-rant /’koa-marant/ 
noun, pi -rants [count] : a 
type of dark-colored bird 
that has a long neck and 
that eats fish that it catches 
in the ocean 

1 COm /’koan/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

1 US a : a tall plant that 
produces yellow seeds 
(called kernels) that are eaten as a vegetable, used to pro¬ 
duce many food products, and used as food for animals • 
driving past fields of corn — called also (US) Indian com, 
maize ; see color picture on page C4 b : the seeds of the 
com plant eaten as a vegetable ■ a dish of buttered corn • a 
can of com • We ate corn on the cob. [=kernels still attached 
to the cob/corncob] — called also (Brit) sweetcom 

2 Brit, somewhat old-fashioned : a plant (such as wheat or 
barley) that produces seeds which are used for food; also 
: the seeds of such a plant : grain 

3 US, informal : something (such as writing, music, or act¬ 
ing) that is old-fashioned and silly or sentimental : some- 
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thing that is corny ■ The movie’s humor is pure com. [=is 
very corny] 

— compare 2 corn 

2 COrn noun, pi corns [count] : a painful hard spot on the skin 
of the foot — compare 'corn 

corn-ball /'ko^n,ba:l/ adj [more most ~] US, informal 
: old-fashioned and silly or sentimental: corny ■ a comball 
musical about farmers ■ a comball sense of humor 
corn bread noun, pi ~ breads [count, noncount ]: a kind 
of bread or cake that is made with commeal 
corn Chip noun, pi ~ chips [count] : a small, flat piece of 
fried commeal that is eaten cold as a snack 
COrn-COb /'koOT^kcr.b/ noun, pi -cobs [count] : the long, 
hard, center part of com (sense 1): the part of com that the 
kernels grow on 

Corn dog noun, pi ~~ dogs [count] US : a hot dog covered 
with a mixture of commeal that is fried and served on a stick 
COr-nea /'ko^nija/ noun, pi -neas [count] technical : the 
clear outer covering of the eyeball 

— cor-ne-al /'ko^nijal/ adj 

Corned beef noun [noncount] : beef that has been pre¬ 
served in salt water ■ a slice of corned beef ■ a corned beef 
sandwich 

1 COr-ner /'ko^na 1 / noun, pi -ners [count] 

1 : the point or area where two lines, edges, or sides of some¬ 
thing meet ■ the comer of a box/table/tablecloth ■ A post 
marks the comer of the property. ■ Write your name in the 
upper right-hand comer of the page. - He caught the ball in 
the comer of the end zone. ■ the northeast comer of the state 
■ We sat at a table in a comer of the room. 

2 a : the place where two streets or roads meet ■ a street cor¬ 
ner ■ The hotel is at the comer of Fifth Avenue and 59th 
Street. ■ A group of teenagers were hanging around on the 
comer. ■ He went to the grocery store around/round the cor¬ 
ner from the bank, b : a curve in a road ■ She knew there 
was a gas station just around the comer. [=after the curve] ■ 
The car took the comer [=drove around the curve in the 
road] too fast and went off the road. — see also (just) 
AROUND THE CORNER (below), TURN THE CORNER (below) 

3 : the side of your mouth or eye ■ He said something out of 
the comer of his mouth to the person standing next to him. ■ 
There was a tear in the comer of her eye. ■ I saw something 
out of the corner of my eye. [=1 saw something to the side of 
where I was looking] 

4 : one of four parts of a boxing ring where the sides meet ■ 
The boxers returned to their comers when the round ended. 

— often used figuratively to describe people, groups, etc., 
that are opposing or fighting each other ■ In one comer you 
have the music industry, and in the other, those who want 
music but don’t want to pay for it. Someone who gives 
you help and support is in your corner. • I am going to need 
you in my comer when I go to court. 

5 a : a place that is private or secret or that few people know 
about or visit ■ They live in a quiet comer of the town. — of¬ 
ten used figuratively ■ a memory that lies in some dark cor¬ 
ner of his mind b : a place that is far away ■ His influence 
extends to every comer of the state. ■ She is famous in every 
comer of the world, ^throughout the world] ■ People came 
from the four comers of the earth [-from everywhere; from all 
over] to see the sight. 

6 : a position that you cannot easily get out of : a difficult 
situation ■ The city is in a tight corner financially. [=is in a 
bad financial position] ■ The candidate backed/painted him¬ 
self into a corner [=put himself in a bad position] by propos¬ 
ing a tax increase. 

7 soccer : corner kick 

cut corners often disapproving : to save time or money by 
doing less than you usually do or than you should do • We 
don’t have enough money to pay for everything, so we’ll 
have to cut corners somewhere. ■ You should never cut cor¬ 
ners on safety. 

have/get a corner on : to have or get enough of (some¬ 
thing) to be able to control its price ■ He has a comer on 
the silver market. — often used figuratively ■ He acts like 
he has a comer on new ideas. [=like he is the only person 
who has new ideas] 

(just) around the corner : coming or happening very soon ■ 
The politicians say that a stronger economy is just around 
the comer. [=that the economy will become stronger very 
soon] ■ Summer vacation is around the comer, 
turn the corner : to get past the most difficult area or peri¬ 
od in something and begin to improve ■ The company 


claims it has turned the comer and will be profitable soon. 
2 COrner adj, always used before a noun : located at a comer ■ 
a comer office ■ We ate in a comer booth at the restaurant. • a 
comer shop/store 

3 corner verb -ners; -nered; -ner.ing 

1 [+ obj] a : to force (a person or animal) into a place or po¬ 
sition from which escape is very difficult or impossible ■ Po¬ 
lice cornered the suspect in a backyard. ■ A cornered animal 
can be dangerous, b : to force (someone who wants to 
avoid you or get away from you) to stop and talk with you ■ 
He cornered the actress and demanded her autograph. ■ The 
interviewer cornered the politician with some probing ques¬ 
tions. 

2 [+ obj] : to get control of a particular type of product that 
is being bought and sold — used in the phrase corner the 
market ■ They have cornered the market in wheat. = They 
have cornered the wheat market. — sometimes used figura¬ 
tively ■ He acts as if he’s cornered the market on new ideas. 

3 [no obj] of a vehicle : to turn a comer ■ This car comers 
well. 

Corner kick noun, pi ~ kicks [count] soccer : a free kick 
from the comer of the field near the opponent’s goal 
COr-ner-Stone /'ko^na^stoun /noun, pi -stones [count] 

1 : a stone that forms part of a comer in the outside wall of a 
building and that often shows the date when the building 
was built ■ Officials held a ceremony to lay the cornerstone 
for a new library. 

2 : something of basic importance ■ Trust is the cornerstone 
of their relationship. 

COr-net /ko^net, Brit 'ko.nit/ noun, pi -nets [count] 

1 : a brass musical instrument that is similar to a trumpet 
but smaller 

2 Brit, old-jashioned : an ice-cream cone 

Corn—fed /'ko^n,fed/ adj : fed with grain ■ corn-fed pigs — 
sometimes used figuratively in U.S. English • a big, corn-fed 
farm boy ■ corn-fed [=comy] humor 
Corn-field /'koa^fiild/ noun, pi -fields [count] : a field in 
which com is grown 

Corn-flakes /'kofrn,fleiks/ noun [plural] : toasted flakes 
made from kernels of com (sense 1) and used as a breakfast 
cereal 

corn flour noun [noncount] Brit : cornstarch 
corn-flow-er /'koam.flawa 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a wild 
plant that usually has blue flowers 
cor-nice /'koalas/ noun, pi -nic-es [count] 

1 : the decorative top edge of a building or column 

2 : a decorative strip of wood or some other material used at 
the top of the walls in a room 

Cor-nish /'ko^nij/ adj : of or relating to Cornwall or the 
people of Cornwall ■ the Cornish coast ■ Cornish miners ■ 
Cornish culture 

Cornish pasty noun, pi ~ -ties [count]: a small pie that is 
filled with meat and vegetables 

COrn-meal /'ko^n,mi:l/ noun [noncount] : a coarse flour 
made from crushed com (sense 1) 

Corn Oil noun [noncount] : a type of oil made from com 
(sense 1) and used in foods and soap 
Corn-pone /-'poun ladj, US, informal : of, relating to, or ap¬ 
pealing to people who live on farms away from big cities ■ 
compone charm ■ compone humor 
COrn-roWS /'ko^n,rouz/ noun [plural] : a hair style in which 
hair is twisted together in tight rows that lie close to the skin 
— see picture at hair 

Corn-Stalk /'koa^staik/ noun, pi -stalks [count]: the long 
stem of a com plant (sense 1) 

COrn-Starch / l ko^n,staa , tf/ noun [noncount] US : a Fine 
powder made from com (sense 1) that is used in cooking es¬ 
pecially to make liquids thicker - I used some cornstarch to 
thicken the gravy. — called also {Brit) cornflour 
Corn Syrup noun [noncount] : a sweet, thick liquid made 
from com (sense 1) 

COr-nu-CO-pia /,ko^na'koupija, ,ko^nja'koupija/ noun, pi 

-pi-as 

1 [count] : a container that is shaped like a horn and is full of 
fruits and flowers 

2 [singular] : a great amount or source of something ■ The 
market is/offers a cornucopia of fruits and vegetables. ■ The 
book includes a cornucopia of wonderful stories. 

corny /'koa-ni/ adj corn-i-er; -est infotmal + usually disap¬ 
proving : old-fashioned and silly or sentimental ■ a corny joke 
• corny greeting cards 
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COr*oMary /'kora.leri, Brit 
ka'rolari/ noun , pi -lar-ies 
[count] formal : something 
that naturally follows or re¬ 
sults from another thing ■ A 
corollary [=result, by¬ 
product] of increased pover¬ 
ty is more crime. 

— corollary adj ■ a corollary 
assumption 

co-ro-na /ka'rouna/ noun , 
pi -nas [count] technical: a 
bright circle seen around the 
sun or the moon 

1 C0r«0«nary /'kor3,neri, Brit 'koranri/ adj : of or relating to 
the heart and especially to the vessels that supply blood to 
the heart • a coronary artery • coronary surgery ■ coronary 
heart disease ■ coronary thrombosis [=a dangerous condition 
in which an artery to the heart is blocked by a blood clot] 
2 COronary noun, pi -nar-ies [count] itrformal : heart at¬ 
tack ■ I almost had a coronary when I heard the news. 

COno-na>tion /,kora'neifan/ noun, pi -tions [count] : a 
ceremony in which a crown is placed on the head of a new 
king or queen ■ the coronation of Queen Elizabeth 

cor-o-ner /'korana 1 / noun, pi -ners [count] : a public offi¬ 
cial whose job is to find out the cause of death when people 
die in ways that are violent, sudden, etc. ■ The coroner exam¬ 
ined the body but found no evidence of foul play. 

cono-net /ikora'net, Brit 'koranit/ noun, pi -nets [count] : a 
small crown 

Corp. abbr corporation ■ Chrysler Corp. 
corpora plural of corpus 

cor-po-ral /'koaparal/ noun, pi -rals [count] : an officer in 
the army or marines with a rank below sergeant — see also 

LANCE CORPORAL 

Corporal punishment noun [noncount] : punishment 
that involves hitting someone : physical punishment ■ The 
school banned corporal punishment many years ago. 


COr»pO»rate /'ko^parat/ adj 
la: involving or associated with a corporation ■ We have to 
change the corporate structure to survive. ■ A bunch of cor¬ 
porate types in suits were sitting at the table in the confer¬ 
ence room. ■ corporate debt/bonds/taxes b : consisting of 
or including large corporations ■ He is one of the most pow¬ 
erful men in corporate America. C often disapproving : pro¬ 
duced by or associated with large corporations ■ corporate 
rock music ■ corporate art 

2 : formed into a legal corporation ■ The business is a corpo¬ 
rate entity. 

corporation /^oapa'reijan/ noun, pi -tions [count] : a 
large business or organization that under the law has the 
rights and duties of an individual and follows a specific pur¬ 
pose ■ He works as a consultant for/to several large corpora¬ 
tions. ■ a community development corporation 
COr*po*re*al /koa^porijal/ adj [more most ~] formal 
: having or consisting of a physical body or form ■ corporeal 
existence ■ the corporeal nature of matter — opposite in¬ 
corporeal 

corps /'ko &/ noun, pi corps /'koa'z/ [count] 

1 a : an organized part of the military — used in proper 
names ■ the U.S. Marine Corps * the Army Corps of Engi¬ 
neers ■ the Signal Corps b : a large military group consisting 
of two or more divisions 

2 : a group of people who are involved in some activity ■ a 
corps of volunteers — see also diplomatic corps, peace 
CORPS, PRESS CORPS 

corpse /'koaps/ noun, pi corps*es [count] : a dead body ■ a 
battlefield strewn with cotpses 

cor-pu-lent /'koapjalant/ adj [more most ~] formal : fat 
■ a corpulent [=obese] man ■ her large, corpulent body 

— cor-pu-lence /'koapjalans/ noun [noncount] 

COr-puS /'koapas/ noun, pi cor*po*ra /'koapara/ [count] 

1 : a collection of writings, conversations, speeches, etc., 
that people use to study and describe a language ■ a comput¬ 
erized corpus of English 

2 : a collection of poems, paintings, songs, etc. ■ the painter’s 
corpus of work [=all the paintings the painter has done] 

- see also habeas corpus 

cor-pus-cle /'koa^pAsal/ noun, pi -pus-cles [count] biolo¬ 
gy : one of the cells that move in the body; especially : a 
blood cell ■ a red/white blood corpuscle 


1 COr*ral /ka'rsel, Brit ka'rcr.l/ noun, pi -rals [count] : an area 
that is surrounded by a fence and that is used for holding an¬ 
imals (such as cows and horses) on a farm or ranch 
2 Corral verb -rals; -railed; -raiding [+ obj] : to gather and 
put (cows, horses, etc.) into a corral ■ corralling cattle — of¬ 
ten used figuratively ■ He corralled us all into his office for a 
quick meeting. • corralling [= collecting, gathering] votes for 
next month’s election 
1 correct /ka'rekt/ ad/ 

1 : true or accurate : agreeing with facts : right • What’s 
the correct answer/response to this question? ■ She is correct 
(in saying) that more money is needed. ■ Yes, that’s correct. ■ 
Her watch never tells the correct time. ■ an anatomically cor¬ 
rect drawing of the human body 

2 : having no errors or mistakes ■ a grammatically correct 
sentence ■ correct pronunciation/punctuation/spelling/usage 

3 : proper or appropriate in a particular situation • Did I give 
you the correct change? ■ With the correct amount of water 
and sunlight, the plant will grow well. ■ We’re trying to find 
the correct [=right] way to deal with the problem. ■ He was 
correct to do what he did. = He did the correct thing. 

4 [more most ~] sometimes disapproving : considered 
proper by people with a strict set of beliefs or values ■ We 
need to find a more environmentally correct way of dispos¬ 
ing of these materials. [=a way that does not damage the en¬ 
vironment] — see also politically correct 

5 [more most —] somewhat old-fashioned : careful about 
behaving in a polite and socially accepted way ■ a very cor¬ 
rect young man 

— cor-rect’ly adv ■ You answered correctly. ■ If I remember 
correctly, he was a good baseball player in high school. ■ 
Did I spell your name correctly ? — correctness noun 
[noncount] ■ anatomical correctness ■ We question the cor¬ 
rectness of his actions. 

2 Correct verb -rects; -rect-ed; -rect-ing 

1 [+ obj ] : to change (something) so that it is right, true, 
proper, etc. : to make (something) correct ■ a computer pro¬ 
gram that corrects [-fixes] spelling errors • I hate it when she 
corrects my grammar. ■ These errors are easily corrected. = 
These errors can be corrected easily. • Please correct your es¬ 
say for punctuation errors. ■$- To correct someone is to say 
that someone has made a mistake and to give the correct in¬ 
formation. ■ “I use the title ‘Ms.’ not ‘Mrs.,’” she corrected 
him. ■ He quickly corrected himself and said that it cost two 
dollars, not four. ■ Correct me if I’m wrong, but I think you 
owe me another dollar. [=do you owe me another dollar?] 
The phrase / stand corrected is a somewhat formal way of 
saying that you have learned that you were wrong about 
something. ■ “He’s four years old, not five.’’ “Well, then, / 
stand corrected." ■ I stand corrected. The meeting is on Mon¬ 
day, not Tuesday as I’d thought. 

2 [+ obj] : to mark the errors on (something that a person has 
written) ■ Our teacher hasn’t finished correcting our tests yet. 
■ He corrects papers with a red pen. 

3 [+ obj] : to deal with or take care of (a problem, bad situa¬ 
tion, etc.) successfully ■ We are finding ways to correct this 
difficult situation. ■ We’ll correct the problem with the circuit 
as soon as possible. ■ These medicines are used for correcting 
chemical imbalances in the brain. • She’s having surgery that 
will correct her vision. I=that will make her bad vision good/ 
better] 

4 : to make an amount or number more accurate by consid¬ 
ering other information — usually + for [no obf] The mea¬ 
surements are not accurate because I didn’t correct for the 
change in temperature. 1+ obj] We need to correct the mea¬ 
surements for the change in temperature. 

— correctable /ka'rektabal/ adj ■ a correctable error ■ a 
problem that is correctable by surgery 

cor-rec-tion /ka'rekjan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : a change that makes something right, true, accu¬ 
rate, etc. ■ They ran/published a correction in today’s paper. 
I=there was a statement in the newspaper saying that some¬ 
thing printed in an earlier newspaper was not accurate] ■ The 
teacher marked corrections on his students’ tests. ■ Please 
make corrections before handing in your compositions. 

2 [noncount] : the act of making something (such as an error 
or a bad condition) accurate or better : the act of correcting 
something ■ the correction of your mistakes ■ people in need 
of vision correction 

3 : the act or process of punishing and changing the behav¬ 
ior of people who have committed crimes [noncount] ( old- 
fashioned ) correction of criminals [plural] ( US) — used to 
refer to government systems and actions that relate to pun- 
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ishing and dealing with criminals ■ The state’s overall spend¬ 
ing on corrections has increased rapidly in recent years. 
■ the state Department of Corrections — often used before 
another noun ■ a corrections officer [=an official in a jail or 
prison! 

— cor-rec-tion-al /ka'rek/anj/ adj, always used before a 
noun, chiefly US • the state’s correctional facilities/institu¬ 
tions [=prisons or jails] 

correction fluid noun [noncount] : a liquid used to cover 
typing or writing errors 

1 COr*rec»tive /ks'rektiv/ adj : meant to correct a problem 
: intended to make something better ■ She had corrective sur¬ 
gery on her knee this past summer. ■ People with bad eye¬ 
sight usually need to wear corrective lenses, such as eyeglass¬ 
es or contact lenses. 

Corrective noun, pi -tives [count] formal : something that 
helps to make a problem or bad situation better • The Presi¬ 
dent’s speech was intended to be a corrective [=remedy] to the 
country’s feelings of fear and uncertainty, 

1 COr*re»late /'kor3,leit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -latdng formal 

1 [no obj] : to have a close connection with something : to 
have a correlation to something •❖■If two things correlate , a 
change In one thing results in a similar or an opposite change 
in the other thing. "In general terms, brain size correlates 
with intelligence. [=a larger brain generally suggests greater 
intelligence] ■ Some studies have shown that the success of 
students correlates negatively with the number of students in 
a class. I=when more students are in a class, the students are 
less successful] ■ In this case, a difference in height correlates 
[=corresponds ] to a difference in weight. 

2 [+ obj] : to show that a close connection exists between 
(two or more things) ■ There is no evidence correlating height 
and intelligence. 

be correlated : to have a close connection : to correlate ■ 
Brain size is correlated with intelligence. 

2 COr*re*late /'korslat/ noun, pi -lates [count] technical : ei¬ 
ther one of two things that are closely connected or correlat¬ 
ed with each other ■ brain size as a correlate of intelligence 
COr*re*la*tion ^kora'leijan/ noun, pi -tions : the relation¬ 
ship between things that happen or change together [non¬ 
count] the correlation of brain size and/with intelligence — 
often + between ■ the high/strong correlation between poverty 
and crime [=the fact that crime is more common when there 
is more poverty] [count] Researchers have found a direct 
correlation between smoking and lung cancer. ■ She says that 
there’s no correlation between being thin and being happy. 
COr*rel*a«tive /ks'relativ/ adj, formal : existing because 
something else exists : closely connected ■ a doctor’s duties 
and a patient’s correlative rights • As demand increases, we’ll 
see a correlative increase in price. 

- correlative noun, pi -tives [count] 

CQr«re«spond Akora'spcr.nd/ verb -sponds; -spond-ed; 

-spond-ing [no obj] 

1 : to be similar or equal to something ■ In some countries, 
the role of president corresponds to that of prime minister. ■ 
the joints on a horse that correspond to the human knees 

2 : to have a direct relationship to or with something ■ Each 
number corresponds to a location on the map. ■ His state¬ 
ments do not correspond to/with the facts. [=do not match the 
facts] ■ We'll revise the schedule to correspond with the 
school calendar. — see also corresponding 

3 somewhat formal : to write to someone or to each other ■ 
We haven't corresponded in years. I=we have not written 
letters/e-mails to each other for years] — often + with ■ She 
still corresponded regularly with friends she met in college. 

COr*re*spon>dence Akora'spamdsns/ noun, pi -denc-es 

1 : the activity of writing letters or e-mails to someone 
[noncount] They communicated by telephone and correspon¬ 
dence. ■ E-mail correspondence has become extremely impor¬ 
tant for modern businesses, [singular] The two men began a 
correspondence that would continue throughout their lives. 

2 [noncount] : the letters or e-mails that people write to each 
other • A book of the author’s personal correspondence was 
published early last year. ■ A formal tone is always used in 
business correspondence . ■ I have a pile of correspondence 
[=letters from people] on my desk. 

3 : a direct relationship to or with something or between two 
things [noncount] Note the correspondence of each number 
to a location on the map. ■ Sometimes there is little corre¬ 
spondence between the way a word is spelled and the way it is 
pronounced in English, [count] Sometimes there are few 


correspondences between spelling and pronunciation. 

4 : the fact of being similar or equal to something [non¬ 
count] The degree of correspondence between the two texts is 
startling. [=it is startling to see how closely they resemble 
each other] [count] There is a close correspondence between 
the two texts. • There are many correspondences between 
them. 

correspondence course noun, pi ~ courses [count] 
: a class in which students receive lessons and assignments in 
the mail or by e-mail and then return completed assignments 
in order to receive a grade ■ She took a correspondence 
course in world religions. 

COr«re*spon*dent Akora'spaindsnt/ noun, pi -dents 
[count] 

1 somewhat formal : someone who writes letters or e-mails 
to another person ■ When writing to business correspondents . 
use a formal tone. 

2 : a person whose job is to send news to a newspaper, radio 
station, or television program often from different places 
around the world • We now turn to our political correspon¬ 
dent [=a person who sends news about politics] reporting 
from the nation’s capital. ■ a war correspondent [=a reporter 
who sends news from places where there are wars] for an 
American newspaper ■ foreign correspondents [=reporters 
who send news from other countries] 

Corresponding adj, always used before a noun 

1 : having the same characteristics as something else 
: matching something else ■ The store earned 20 percent 
more this month than it did in the corresponding [=same] 
month last year. ■ “Robert" is a boy’s name, and the corre¬ 
sponding name for a girl is “Roberta." 

2 : directly related to something • a test question and its cor¬ 
responding chapter in the textbook ■ As the cost of steel goes 
up, expect to see a corresponding increase in building costs. 

— cor-re*spond-ing*ly adv ■ As the cost of steel goes up, 
building costs will rise correspondingly. 

cor-ri-dor /'koradas 'kor3,doa^ noun.pl -dors [count] 

1 : a long, narrow passage inside a building or train with 
doors that lead to rooms on each side • She slowly walked 
down the long, dark corridor, [-hall, hallway] ■ They pushed 
me down the hospital corridor to the operating room. 

2 a : a long narrow piece of land ■ A corridor of land lies be¬ 
tween the two mountain ranges, b : a narrow area of land 
that is known for something specified ■ a transportation cor¬ 
ridor 

the corridors of power see ‘power 
CO r*rob*o*rate /k3'ra:b3,reit/ verb -rates; -rat«ed; -rat¬ 
ing [+ obj] formal : to support or help prove (a statement, 
theory, etc.) by providing information or evidence ■ Two wit¬ 
nesses corroborated [= confirmed] his story. — often used as 
(be) corroborated ■ The theory has been corroborated by re¬ 
cent studies. 

— corroborating adj ■ No corroborating evidence was 
found. — cor«rob-o-ra-tion /ka^aiba'reijan/ noun [non¬ 
count] ■ the corroboration of his story — cor-rob*o«ra»tive 
/k3'ra:b3,reitiv, ks'raibsrstiv/ adj ■ corroborative evi¬ 
dence/testimony 

cor-rode /ks'roud/ verb -rodes; -rod-ed; -rod-ing 

1 : to slowly break apart and destroy (metal, an object, etc.) 
through a chemical process [+ obj] Rainwater may corrode 
the steel containers. ■ Over time, the pipes become corroded 
and need to be replaced, [no obj] After a few weeks in the 
ocean, the boat began to corrode. 

2 [+ obj] : to gradually destroy or weaken (something) • 
Years of lies and secrets had corroded their relationship. 

— cor-ro-sion /k3'rou33n/ noun [noncount] ■ a material that 
is resistant to corrosion [=that cannot be corroded easily] 

cor-ro-sive /ka'rousiv/ adj [more most ~] : causing cor¬ 
rosion: such as a : causing damage to metal or other mate¬ 
rials through a chemical process • highly corrosive chemicals/ 
gases/liquids b : causing someone or something to become 
weak and damaged ■ the corrosive [=destructive] effects •( 
drug use ■ She argues that racism is dangerous and corrosive 
to society. 

COr*ru*gat*ed /'kor3,geit3d/ adj : having a wavy surface — 
used to describe thin sheets of material (such as metal or 
cardboard) that have a surface in which there are many folds 
that look like a series of waves • Their house had a dirt floor 
and a corrugated metal roof. • corrugated boxes = boxes 
made out of corrugated cardboard 
^or.rupt /ka'rApt/ verb -rupts; -rupt-ed; -rupt-ing 

1 : to cause (someone or something) to become dishonest. 
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immoral, etc. [+ obj] He believes that violence on television 
and film is corrupting our children. [=teaching bad beliefs 
and behaviors to our children] ■ a politician corrupted by 
greed ■ music that corrupts the morals of children ■ corrupting 
the country’s legal system [no obj\ the corrupting influence/ 
effects of power 

2 [+ obj] : to change (something) so that it is less pure or 
valuable • He’s convinced that the Internet is corrupting [=ru- 
ining] the English language. ■ Their idealism has been cor¬ 
rupted by cynicism. 

3 [+ obj] : to change (a book, computer file, etc.) from the 
correct or original form ■ The file has been corrupted and no 
longer works properly. ■ corrupted databases/files ■ a corrupt¬ 
ed version of the ancient text 

— cor-rupt-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a corrupter of our na¬ 
tion’s youth — cor»rupt*ibil*i-ty /ka^Apta'bilati/ noun 
[noncount] — cor*rupt-ible /ka'rAptobal/ adj [more 
most ~] ■ young people who are easily corruptible 

2 COrrupt adj [more most ~] 

1 a : doing things that are dishonest or illegal in order to 
make money or to gain or keep power ■ The country’s justice 
system is riddled with corrupt judges who accept bribes. • 
corrupt politicians/officials ■ corrupt cops who sell drugs b 
: done or controlled by dishonest and immoral people ■ cor¬ 
rupt governments ■ the country’s corrupt legal system 

2 : dishonest, evil, or immoral • society’s corrupt values 

3 : changed or damaged : not in a correct or original form ■ 
a corrupt version of the text ■ The document is corrupt. ■ a 
corrupt computer file that no longer works properly 

— cor-rupt-ly adv — cor-rupt-ness noun [noncount] • the 
corruptness of the local government 

COf-rup-tion /ka'rApJan/ noun,pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : dishonest or illegal behavior especially by 
powerful people (such as government officials or police of¬ 
ficers) ■ There are rumors of widespread corruption in the 
city government. 

2 : the act of corrupting someone or something [noncount] 
the mafia’s corruption of public officials ■ corruption of the 
English language • computer software that is supposed to 
prevent the corruption of files • database corruption ■ the cor¬ 
ruption of a text [count] file corruptions 

3 [count] : something that has been changed from its original 
form — usually singular ■ The phrase “an apron” is a corrup¬ 
tion of the original English phrase "a napron.” 

cor-sage /ko^'sci^/ noun, pi -sag-es [count] : a flower or 
small group of flowers that a woman sometimes wears on 
her clothing or attached to her wrist on special occasions 
(such as weddings) 

cor-sair /ko^'sea 1 / noun, pi -sairs [count] literary + old- 
fashioned : Pirate 1 

COr-set /'koa'sat/ noun, pi -sets [count]: a tight, stiff piece 
of clothing worn by women under other clothing to make 
their waists appear smaller -$• Corsets are no longer com¬ 
monly worn. 

— cor-set-ed /'koasatad/ adj ■ tightly corseted ladies 
COl**tege also cor-tege /koa ,, tE 3 , Brit ka'tei 3 / noun, pi -teg- 

es also -teg-es [count] : a line of people or cars moving 
slowly at a funeral ■ a funeral cortege [-procession] 

COr«tex /'koa^teks/ noun, pi cor-ti-ces /'koa<3,si:z/ or cor¬ 
texes [count] medical : the outer layer of an organ in the 
body and especially of the brain ■ the cerebral cortex = the 
brain’s cortex 

— cor*ti*cal /'koa^ikal/ adj ■ cortical thickness 
cortisone /'koa^soun/ noun [noncount] medical : a hor¬ 
mone that is used to treat arthritis and other diseases 

1 COSh /'kaiJV noun, pi cosh>es [count] Brit : a small, heavy 
weapon that is shaped like a stick 

under the cosh Brit, informal: in a difficult situation ■ They 
put us under the cosh for most of the game. 

2 COSh verb coshes; coshed; cosh-ing [+obj] Brit, informal 
: to hit (someone) with a cosh ■ He was coshed on the head, 
consign /'kou,sain/ verb -signs; -signed; -signing : to 
sign a document saying that you agree to share the responsi¬ 
bility for a loan or contract with another person [+ obj] My 
mother cosigned the loan on my car. ■ cosign a lease [no obj] 
She cosigned for my car. 

CO-Sig-na-tO-ry /kou'sign9,tori, Brit kau'signatri/ noun, pi 
-ries [count] formal : cosigner 
CO-sign-er /'koi^saina 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a person 
who signs an official document (such as a loan, contract, or 
law) with another person ■ Both senators are cosigners of the 
bill.: a person who cosigns something 'My mother agreed to 


be cosigner on my car loan. 

CO-sine /'koi^sain/ noun, pi -sines [count] geometry : the 
ratio between the long side (called the hypotenuse) and the 
side that is next to an acute angle in a right triangle 
COS lettuce /'ka:s-/ noun [noncount] Brit : romaine 
1 COS-met-ic /kaz'metik/ noun, pi -ics [count] : a substance 
(such as a cream, lotion, or powder) that you put on your 
face or body to improve your appearance ■ Use a cosmetic to 
hide the scar. — usually plural ■ lipstick, nail polish, and oth¬ 
er cosmetics ■ shopping for cosmetics [-makeup] 

2 cosmetic adi 

1 always used before a noun : used or done in order to im¬ 
prove a person’s appearance - cosmetic creams ■ Almond oil 
is sometimes used in cosmetic products. • medical proce¬ 
dures that are done for cosmetic purposes/reasons • She says 
she’s never had/undergone cosmetic surgery. [=surgery 
done to improve a person’s appearance] 

2 : done in order to make something look better ■ The house 
just needs some paint and a few other cosmetic [= decorative] 
changes. 

3 [more most ~] : not important or meaningful ■ They 
made a few cosmetic [- superficial] changes to the deal, but 
they didn’t change anything of real importance. - The chang¬ 
es were purely cosmetic. 

COS-me-tol-O-gist Akaizma'tadacteist/ noun, pi -gists 
[count] US: beautician 

COS-me-tOl-O-gy Akaizma'tailacfei/ noun [noncount] US 
: the job or skill of giving beauty treatments to women by 
washing and cutting hair, applying makeup, etc. ■ a school of 
cosmetology 

COS-mic /'kaizmik/ adj 

1 always used before a noun : of or relating to the universe or 
outer space ■ cosmic theories ■ cosmic dust/radiation 

2 : relating to spiritual matters - cosmic beauty/wisdom 

3 [more most ~]: very large or important ■ The discovery 
caused a cosmic shift in people’s views of the world. • a book 
of cosmic [-great, major, profound] significance 

— cos-mi-cal-ly adv ■ cosmicalty significant 

cosmic ray noun, pi ~ rays [count] technical : a stream of 
energy that enters the Earth’s atmosphere from outer space 

— usually plural 

COS-ITlOl-O-gy /kaz'mailacfei/ noun [noncount] : the scien¬ 
tific study of the origin and structure of the universe 

— cos-mo-log-i-cal /ikcuzma'laicfeikal/ adj • cosmological 
data — cos-mol-ogist /kaz'mailacfeist/ noun, pi -gists 
[count] 

COS-mo-naut /'ka:zm3,na:t/ noun, pi -nauts [count] : an 
astronaut in the space program of Russia or the former Sovi¬ 
et Union 

1 COS-mo-pol-i-tan /(kaizma'padatan I adj [more most ~] 

1 : showing an interest in different cultures, ideas, etc. ■ cos¬ 
mopolitan [-worldly, sophisticated] writers ■ Greater cultural 
diversity has led to a more cosmopolitan attitude among the 
town’s younger generations. • the cosmopolitan taste/sophis¬ 
tication of the store’s customers 

2 : having people from many different parts of the world ■ 
It’s one of the country’s more cosmopolitan cities. ■ the com¬ 
munity’s cosmopolitan atmosphere 

— cos-mo-pol-i-tan-ism /jkaizma'pailata^izam/ noun 
[noncount] 

Cosmopolitan noun, pi -ans [count] : a person who has 
lived in and knows about many different parts of the world ■ 
a young cosmopolitan 

COS-ITIOS /'kaizmas, Brit 'kDz,mT)s/ noun, pi cosmos 

1 the cosmos : the universe especially when it is under¬ 
stood as an ordered system ■ the origins of the cosmos 

2 [count] : a tall plant that has usually white, pink, or red 
flowers 

COS-set /'ka:sat/ verb -sets; -set-ed; -setting [+ obj] for¬ 
mal : to give (someone) a lot of care and attention or too 
much care and attention : pamper ■ The hotel cossets its 
guests with friendly service. • She had a safe, cosseted child¬ 
hood. 

1 COSt /'ka:st/ noun, pi costs 

1 : the price of something : the amount of money that is 
needed to pay for or buy something [count] The original 
cost [-price] of the house was $200,000. ■ She attends college 
at a cost of $15,000 a year. ■ The average cost of raising a fam¬ 
ily has increased dramatically. • We offer services at a frac¬ 
tion of the cost of other companies. • bringing/driving down 
the cost of computers = lowering/reducing the cost of com¬ 
puters ■ The person at fault in the accident is expected to 
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bear the cost of repairs. [=is expected to pay for the repairs] 
[noncount] What’s the difference in cost? • We were able to 
update the room for very little cost, [-money, expense] ■ They 
believe that everyone should have access to adequate medi¬ 
cal care, regardless of cost, synonyms see 1 price 

2 [count] : an amount of money that must be spent regularly 
to pay for something (such as running a business or raising a 
family) • The cost of doing business in this area is high. ■ We 
need better cost control. • The company needs to do some 
cost cutting. [=needs to find ways to save money] — usually 
plural • production/manufacturing/operating costs • By 
keeping costs down, the company will make larger profits 
from its products. ■ the firm’s efforts to control costs • Those 
are just some of the hidden costs [=expenses] of owning a 
house. • The government covers most of the costs of the pro¬ 
gram. [=pays for most of the program] ■ The family’s medical 
costs have increased in the past year. ■ The company has 
tried to cut costs [=spend less money] in several areas. — see 
also COST OF LIVING 

3 : something that is lost, damaged, or given up in order to 
achieve or get something [noncount] Winning the war, he 
believes, was worth the cost in lives. — often used after at ■ 
They had won the battle, but at what cost? Far too many 
people had died. ■ He had achieved fame, but at a cost, he’d 
lost many friends and no longer talked to anyone in his fam¬ 
ily. ■ She completed the project on time but at the cost of her 
health. [=the work she did to complete the project on time 
damaged her health] ■ He always says what he thinks, even at 
the cost of hurting someone's feelings, [count] What are the 
costs and benefits of the new law? To do something at all 
costs or (less commonly) at any cost is to do it even if you 
have to suffer, work very hard, lose everything you have, etc. 
■ She was determined to win at all costs. [=no matter what] ■ 
Obscene language should be avoided at all costs. [=never use 
obscene words] ■ He is determined to preserve his reputation 
at any cost. 

4 costs [plural] : the money used to pay for a court case • 
She was fined 50 dollars and ordered to pay court costs. 

at cost US If you buy or sell something at cost, you buy 
or sell it for the amount of money that was needed to make 
it or get it. • We sold the books at cost. [=we sold the books 
for the same amount of money we paid to buy them; we 
did not make a profit from selling the books] 
at no cost — used to say that something is free ■ Improve¬ 
ments have been made at no cost to taxpayers. • Club mem¬ 
bers can bring a friend at no extra cost, 
count the cost see 'count 

to your cost chiefly Brit : from your own bad experience ■ I 
found out to my cost that he was a liar. (=1 found out that 
he was a liar when I was hurt by his lies] 

2 COSt verb costs; cost; costing [+ obj] 

1 a : to have (an amount of money) as a price If some¬ 
thing costs a certain amount of money, you have to pay that 
amount of money in order to buy it, use it, or do it. • Each 
ticket costs one dollar. ■ How much does it cost ? = What does 
it cost ? ■ This house costs more/less than most of the other 
houses in the area. ■ It costs more than $300,000. ■ ( informal) 
New equipment costs money. [=is expensive] ■ ( informal ) I 
want a new car that doesn’t cost an arm and a leg. [=that is 
not too expensive] b : to cause (someone) to pay an 
amount of money • The trip will cost you about $100 each 
way. ■ The project will end up costing the government an es¬ 
timated 3.5 billion dollars. ■ It will cost you a lot of money, 
but it'll be worth it. ■ ( informal ) I can get the part you need, 
but it'll cost you. [=you will have to pay a lot of money for it] 
4- If something does not cost (you) a penny or ( US) cost 
(you) a dime/nickel, you do not need to pay any money for it; 
it is free. ■ Come to my party. It won’t cost a dime. = It won’t 
cost you a penny. 

2 a : to cause (someone) to lose something ■ Her mistakes 
cost them the game. [=they lost the game because of her mis¬ 
takes] ■ The decision to drive that night nearly cost him his 
life. [=he almost died because of it] ■ His frequent absences 
ended up costing him his job. If something costs you dear¬ 
ly/dear, it causes you to lose something or to suffer a lot. ■ 
Changing your mind now could cost you dearly, b : to 
cause (someone) to experience something unpleasant ■ The 
error cost me a reprimand, but nothing more serious than 
that. ■ a blunder that has cost her considerable embarrass¬ 
ment 

3 past tense costed Brit, business : to determine how much 
money will be needed to pay for (something) — usually used 
as (be) costed • The project was originally costed at 3 million 


pounds. — often + out ■ The project has yet to be costed out. 

— see also costing 

COSt accounting noun [noncount] business : a system of 
recording and studying how much money a company spends 
CO*Star / , kou,sta 0 ‘/ noun, pi -stars [count] : one of two or 
more main actors in a movie, television show, or play ■ the 
actress and her two costars 

— costar verb -stars; -starred; -starring [+ obj] The 
film costarred Katharine Hepburn and Spencer Tracy, [no 
obj] He costarred in her most successful film. 

COSt—ben*e*fit / l ka:st , ben3|fit/ ad), always used before a 
noun, business : of or relating to the study of how much 
money a company earns compared to how much money it 
spends • cost-benefit analysis • cost-benefit calculations 
COSt—ef»fec»tive /■kaista'fektiv/ adi [more most —] 
: producing good results without costing a lot of money • 
They need a more cost-effective [-economical] way to store 
data. ■ It’s just not cost-effective for us to have two cars. 

— cost-ef*fec*tive-ness noun [noncount] 

COSt—ef*fi»cient /'kaistiTiJant/ adj [more most ~] 
: COST-EFFECTIVE 

COS*ter*mon*ger /'kcusta^mArjga'/ noun, pi -gers [count] 
Brit, old-fashioned : a person who sells fruit and vegetables 
outside rather than in a store 
costing noun, pi -ings Brit, business 

1 [noncount] : the process of determining how much money 
will be needed to pay for something ■ Costing of the project 
will be completed early next month. 

2 [count] : a plan or an estimate of how much money some¬ 
thing will cost ■ a lack of accurate financial costings 

COSt*ly /'kcustli/cost-li-er; -est [abo more most ~] 

1 : having a high price : costing a lot : expensive ■ costly 
jewelry ■ We use less costly materials in our products. ■ It was 
too costly to fix her car after the accident, so she decided to 
buy a new car instead. 

2 : causing people to lose something or to suffer ■ They won 
the game, but their best player was injured, so it was a costly 
victory. ■ The decision to wait could be a costly mistake. 

— cost-li-ness noun [noncount] 

COSt Of living noun, pi costs of living [count] : the 
amount of money that is required in a particular area or so¬ 
ciety to pay for the basic things that people need (such as 
food, clothing, and housing) ■ The city has one of the highest 
costs of living in the world. — usually singular ■ Every year or 
so, we get a pay raise to compensate for the rising cost of liv¬ 
ing. ■ The cost of living is much higher in that area. 

COSt price noun [noncount] Brit: the amount of money that 
is needed to make or get something that you are going to sell 
■ The company has agreed to sell the vaccine at cost price. 
[=(US) at cost] 

1 COS*tume /'ka;,stu:m, Brit 'kD,stju:m/ noun, pi -tumes 
[count] 

1 : the clothes that are worn by someone (such as an actor) 
who is trying to look like a different person or thing ■ chil¬ 
dren in their Halloween costumes ■ a colorful clown costume 

2 : the clothes worn by a group of people especially during a 
particular time in the past ■ a formal 18th-century Japanese 
costume ■ The dancers were dressed in their national cos¬ 
tumes. [=the clothing that is traditional in their countries] 

3 Brit: swimsuit 

in costume : wearing a costume * If all the actors are in cos¬ 
tume, we're ready to begin. ■ The waiters were all in an¬ 
cient Roman costume. 

— COS>tumed /’ka^sUumd, Brit 'kD^tjmmd/ adj ■ costumed 
actors 

2 COStUme adj, always used before a noun : involving people 
wearing costumes ■ You’re invited to a costume party! ■ a cos¬ 
tume ball ■ costume dramas [=movies that are set in the past 
in which the actors are dressed like people from the past] 
COStume Jewelry noun [noncount] : fancy jewelry that is 
usually made of inexpensive materials rather than real gold, 
diamonds, etc. 

COS-tum*er /'ka^stuima 1 , Brit 'kD,stju:ma/ noun, pi -ers 
[count] US : a person or company that makes, rents, or sells 
costumes 

COS-tU-mi»er /ka'stu;mi,ei, Brit kD'stjuimia/ noun, pi -ers 
[count] Brit : costumer 
COSy Brit spelling of cozy 
COt /'ka:t/ noun, pi cots [count] 

1 US : a narrow, light bed often made of cloth stretched over 
a folding frame — called also (Brit) camp bed 
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2 Brit: ‘crib la 

COt death noun, pi ~ deaths [count, noncount ] Brit: sud¬ 
den INFANT DEATH SYNDROME 
CO-te-rie /'koutari/ noun, pi -ries [count] formal : a small 
group of people who are interested in the same thing and 
who usually do not allow other people to join the group ■ her 
coterie of fellow musicians ■ His films are admired by a small 
coterie of critics. 

CO'tiMion /kou'tiljan/ noun, pi -lions [count] chiefly US, 
formal : a large formal party for dancing : ball 
COt«taqe /'kaitnfe/ noun, pi -tag-es [count] : a small house 
especially in the country ■ We rented a cottage for the week¬ 
end. ■ She owns a cottage at the beach. 

COttage cheese noun [noncount] l a type of soft white 
cheese that has a mild flavor 

COttage hospital noun, pi ~ -tals [count] Brit : a small 
hospital in the country 

COttage industry noun, pi - -tries [count] : a system for 
making products to sell in which people work in their own 
homes and use their own equipment ■ weaving, pottery, and 
other cottage industries 

COMag*er /'kaiticfea*/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who 
lives in a cottage 

1 COt-ton /'kcutn/ noun, pi -tons 

1 [noncount] : a soft, white material that grows on the seeds 
of a tall plant and that is used to make cloth ■ They are in the 
field picking cotton. ■ bales of cotton', also : the plants on 
which this material grows ■ He grows cotton. • fields of cotton 

2 [count, noncount] : cloth that is made of cotton ■ shirts/ 
sheets made from cotton ; also : clothing that is made of this 
cloth ■ She doesn’t wear cotton in the winter. 

3 [noncount] chiefly Brit : yam that is made of cotton 

4 [noncount] US : cotton wool 

— cotton adj ■ cotton fabrics/dresses ■ The dress is cotton. 
2 COtton verb -tons; -toned; -ton-ing 

cotton on [phrasal verb] informal : to begin to understand 
something : to catch on ■ It took a while, but they are final¬ 
ly starting to cotton on. — often + to • She cottoned on to 
the fact that I like her. 

cotton to [phrasal verb] cotton to (someone or something) 
US, informal : to begin to like someone or something ■ We 
cottoned to our new neighbors right away. ■ He doesn’t cot¬ 
ton to the idea of having children, 
cotton ball noun, pi ~ balls [count] US : a small ball of cot¬ 
ton that can be used for a variety of purposes (such as re¬ 
moving makeup or cleaning a wound) and that is usually 
used once and then thrown away ■ a bag of cotton balls — 
called also (Brit) cotton wool ball 
cotton bud noun, pi ~ buds [count] Brit : cotton swab 
COtton candy noun [noncount] US : candy made from sug¬ 
ar that is boiled, spun into a soft material using a special ma¬ 
chine, and then wound around a stick — called also (Brit) 
candy floss 

COtton gin noun, pi ~ gins [count] : a machine that sepa¬ 
rates the seeds of cotton plants from the cotton 
COt-ton-mOUth /'kcutr^mauB/ noun, pi -mouths [count] 
: WATER MOCCASIN 

cottonmouth moccasin noun, pi - -sins [count ]: wa¬ 
ter MOCCASIN 

cot'ton-pick'ing /'kaitr^pikan/ adj, always used before a 
noun, US, old-fashioned + informal — used to make a state¬ 
ment more forceful ■ She didn’t do a cotton-picking 
[=damned, darned] thing all day. ■ Now wait one cotton¬ 
picking minute! ■ He is a cotton-picking [-damned] hypocrite. 
COtton Swab noun, pi ~ swabs [count] : a short stick that 
has round pieces of cotton at both ends — called also (Brit) 
cotton bud\ compare Q-TIPS 

COMon-tail /'ka:tn,teil/ noun, pi -tails [count] : a small rab¬ 
bit with a white tail 

COt-ton-WOOd /'kcctr^wud/ noun, pi -woods [count] : a 
type of tree that grows in the U.S. and has seeds that look 
like they are covered with cotton 
COtton WOOl noun [noncount] Brit : a mass of cotton that is 
used especially for cleaning the skin or wounds 
cotton wool ball noun, pi ~ balls [count] Brit : corroN 

BALL 

COt-tony /‘ka:tni/ adj [more most —] : like cotton : soft, 

fluffy, or covered with small soft hairs ■ The toys are stuffed 
with a cottony material. ■ cottony clouds ■ The flowers are 
small and cottony. 

1 COUCh /'kautf/ noun, pi couch-es [count] 


1 : a long piece of furniture on which a person can sit or lie 
down : sofa — see picture at living room 

2 : a piece of furniture for a patient to lie on at a doctor’s of¬ 
fice • a psychiatrist’s couch 

2 COUCh verb couches; couched; couch-ing [+ obj] formal 
: to say or express (something) in a particular way — usually 
used as (be) couched', usually + in • The letter was couched in 
polite terms. 

COUCh potato noun, pi ~ -toes [count] informal + disap¬ 
proving : someone who spends a lot of time sitting and 
watching television 

COU-gar /'kuiga 1 / noun, pi cou-gars also cougar [count] 
: a large brownish cat that was once common in North and 
South America — called also mountain lion, (US) panther, 
puma', see picture at CAT 

1 cough /'ka:f/ verb coughs; coughed; cough.ing [no obj\ 

1 : to force air through your throat with a short, loud noise 
often because you are sick ■ She was coughing and sneezing 
all day. ■ The dust made him cough. 

2 : to make a noise like that of coughing ■ The engine 
coughed and sputtered and then stopped. 

cough up [phrasal verb] cough up (something) or cough 
(something) up 1 : to have (something, such as blood) 
come up through your throat and out of your mouth when 
you cough ■ He was coughing up blood. 2 informal : to 
give (something, such as money or information) to some¬ 
one especially when you do not want to ■ We had to cough 
up an extra hundred dollars for the car rental. ■ The police 
made the suspect cough up the names of his accomplices. 
3 US, sports : to fail to keep or hold (something) ■ The 
quarterback coughed up [=fumbled] the ball. ■ They 
coughed up [=lost, gave up] the lead in the second half. 
2 COliqh noun, pi coughs [count] 

1 : a physical condition or illness that causes someone to 
cough ■ He has a cough and a cold. ■ They both have bad 
coughs. ■ He has a terrible smoker’s cough. [=a cough caused 
by smoking] — see also whooping cough 

2 : an act of coughing or the sound made when someone 
coughs ■ I heard a cough from the back of the church. ■ He 
gave a cough [=he coughed] to get my attention. ■ dry/hack¬ 
ing coughs 

COligh drop noun, pi -*■' drops [count] : a small piece of 
candy that contains medicine to prevent coughing 
COUgh Syrup noun [noncount] : a usually sweet liquid that 
contains medicine used to stop coughing — called also 
cough medicine, (Brit) cough mixture 
COUld /’kud, kad/ verb [modal verb] 

1 — used as the past tense of can ■ When I was younger I 
could run fast, but I can’t run fast now. ■ Years ago you could 
buy a record album for a quarter. - The car cost more than I 
could afford, so I bought a cheaper model. ■ From where we 
stood, we could see for miles. ■ She could be very rude at 
times. [=she was sometimes very rude] ■ He never could quite 
fit in with the group. ■ She said we could do whatever we 
wanted. [=she said, “You can do whatever you want.”] ■ How 
could something like this happen? usage see *CAN 

2 a — used to say that something is possible ■ You could 
[=might, may] be making the biggest mistake of your life! ■ 
This could be our only chance to get our of here. ■ His recov¬ 
ery could take months. ■ This medicine could help your cold. 

■ The evidence is not conclusive, but he could (very well) be 
right. ■ This news could mean trouble. ■ Did you think he 
could still be alive? ■ That kind of thing could happen to any¬ 
one. ■ They could still succeed, although it’s not likely. ■ I 
think he could be trying to cheat us. ■ Do you think he could 
[=can] really be serious? • Could this be our ride? [=is this 
our ride?] b — used with have to say that something was 
possible but did not actually happen ■ You could have been 
seriously hurt. ■ The accident could have been worse. ■ The 
movie could have been better. [=the movie wasn't very good] 

■ They could have succeeded if they had worked harder. ■ 
The error could have lost the game for them. ■ We could just 
as easily have fixed the engine ourselves. C — used to talk 
about something that is not possible but that is hoped or 
wished for ■ We would go if only we could —but unfortunate¬ 
ly we can’t. • We would have gone if only we could have— 
but unfortunately we couldn’t. ■ I wish I could fly! = (formal) 
Would that I could fly! 

3 — used in speech to make a polite request or suggestion ■ 
Could you please pass me the salt? ■ Could [=cari] I leave a lit¬ 
tle early today? - If you could come early, we would be 
pleased. ■ “ Could I do it tomorrow instead of today?” “Yes, 
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you can." ■ Could I get you a cup of coffee? [=do you want a 
cup of coffee?] ■ If tape doesn’t work, you could try glue. ■ 
"Where can I stay?" "Well, you could always stay with me." 

4 — used to say that you are annoyed by something that was 
or was not done ■ He could have at least paid for dessert! ■ 
Why are you always late? You could try being on time for 
once! ■ If she wasn’t going to make it, she could have called. ■ 
You could at least tell me why you were late! 

5 — used in statements that express a strong emotional reac¬ 
tion ■ I could have died of embarrassment! [=1 was very em¬ 
barrassed] ■ I could just kill him! [=1 am very angry at him] ■ 
When she told me I’d won, I could almost have hugged her! 
[=1 felt like hugging her] ■ I’m so frustrated I could scream! 
[=1 feel like screaming] 

6 — used in statements that describe something as very bad, 
good, etc. ■ What could be better than this? ■ Registering 
could not be simpler, ^registering is very simple] ■ I could 
hardly be more pleased [=I’m very pleased] with the way 
things are going. ■ The situation couldn’t be worse/better. 
[=the situation is as bad/good as it can be] ■ I couldn’t be hap¬ 
pier [=I’m very happy] with the way our new kitchen looks. 
could care less see 2 care 

could do with If you could do with something, you need it 
or would be helped by getting or having it. "Is there a res¬ 
taurant nearby? I could do with something to eat. ■ This 
room could do with a fresh coat of paint. 

Couldn’t /'kudnt/ — used as a contraction of could not ■ I 
tried but I couldn't do it. 
couldn’t care less see 2 care 

COUld’ve /*kudav/ — used as a contraction of could have ■ I 
could've done it if I had more time. 

COU'lis /ku'li:/ noun, pi COU*lis /ku'liiz/ [count, noncount ] 
: a thick sauce made from vegetables or fruit ■ raspberry 
coulis 

1 COUn«cil /'kaunsal/ noun, pi -Cils [count] 

1 : a group of people who are chosen to make rules, laws, or 
decisions about something ■ The city council is considering a 
ban on smoking in restaurants. ■ the town/parish council ■ a 
national security council ■ a tribal council 

2 : a group of people who provide advice or guidance on 
something ■ the governor’s council on physical fitness ■ the 
king’s council 

| Do not confuse council with counsel. | 

2 COUncil adj, always used before a noun 

1 : of or relating to a council ■ a council member/meeting 

2 Brit : provided by a local government council for people to 
live in for low rent ■ council estates/houses/flats 

coun-cil-lor or US coun-cil-or /'kaunsla 1 / noun, pi -cil- 
lors or US -ciNors [count] : a member of a council ■ a city 
councillor 

| Do not confuse councillor with counselor. J 

coun-cil-man /'kaunsalman//iow/*,p/ -men /-man/ [count] 
US : a person (especially a man) who is a member of a coun¬ 
cil ■ a city councilman 

COUncil*WOm*an /'kaunsal,wuman/ noun, pi -wom-en 

/-,wiman/ [count] US : a woman who is a member of a coun¬ 
cil * a town councilwoman 
1 COun-sel /'kaunsal/ noun, pi counsel 

1 [noncount] formal : advice given to someone ■ You were 
unwise to reject my counsel. ■ The student sought counsel 
from her teacher. 

2 law : a lawyer who represents a person or group in a court 
of law [noncount] She is serving as counsel for the defen¬ 
dant. ■ On the advice of counsel [=because of the lawyer’s ad¬ 
vice], she refused to answer the question, [count] the com¬ 
pany’s chief/general counsel ■ a defense/legal counsel ■ All 
counsel are expected to obey the rules of the court. 

| Do not confuse counsel with council. j 

2 COlinselver6-sels; US- seled or Brit- selled; US- seMng 
or Brit -seMing [+ obf] formal 

1 a : to give advice to (someone) ■ She counseled [-advised] 
him not to accept the offer, b : to listen to and give support 
or advice to (someone) especially as a job ■ He counsels peo¬ 
ple who are trying to quit drinking. 

2 : to suggest or recommend (something) ■ The President’s 
advisers counseled [-advised] restraint until the incident had 
been investigated. 

counseling (US) or Brit counselling noun [noncount] 
: advice and support that is given to people to help them deal 


with problems, make important decisions, etc. ■ She is re¬ 
ceiving counseling to cope with the death of her husband. ■ 
The college offers career counseling. • drug/debt counseling 
COUn«sel*or ( US) or chiefly Brit coun-seMor /'kaunsla*/ 
noun, pi US -sel-ors or chiefly Brit -seMors [count] 

1 : a person who provides advice as a job : a person who 
counsels people ■ a marriage counselor ■ a school guidance 
counselor [=a person who gives students advice about 
school, college, etc.] 

2 US : a person who is in charge of young people at a sum¬ 
mer camp ■ He works as a camp counselor. 

3 US : lawyer • a counselor at law — often used as a form 
of address ■ I’d like to speak with you. Counselor. 

j Do not confuse counselor with councillor. | 

1 count /'kaunt/ verb counts; count-ed; count-ing 

1 a : to add (people or things) together to find the total 
number [+ obf] Count the plates on the table. • She made 
sure to count her change. ■ Count how many fingers I am 
holding up. • He counted seven deer in the field. ■ When it 
comes to books, I have too many to count. [=1 have a lot of 
books] ■ She is counting calories. [=she counts the number of 
calories in the food she eats so that she won’t eat too much] 
— often + up ■ She was counting up the money in the enve¬ 
lope. ■ All the votes were counted up, and he was the winner. 
[no otf] There are 10 days left until the end of school, count¬ 
ing from today. ■ Keep counting until there are no more left 
to count. ■ Don’t interrupt me. I’m counting, b [no obf] : to 
say numbers in order ■ Can your daughter count yet? ■ The 
teacher taught the students to count by 10s. [=to say "10, 20, 
30," etc.] — often + to or up to • My son can count to one 
hundred. ■ He counted up to 10 and then stopped. 

2 [+ obf] : to include (someone or something) in a total ■ She 
counts [-numbers] several musicians among her friends. 
[=her friends include musicians] ■ There will be 150 people at 
the wedding, not counting children. 

3 [no obf] : to be accepted or allowed officially ■ There was a 
penalty on the play, so the goal does not count. [=the goal is 
not allowed] 

4 a [+ obf] : to consider or regard (someone or something) in 
a specified way ■ I count myself lucky. — often + as ■ I don’t 
count him as my friend anymore. ■ She was counted as absent 
from school that day. b [no obf] : to be considered or re¬ 
garded as something ■ A laptop computer counts as a piece of 
luggage on the plane. ■ The job is so easy that it hardly counts 
as work. [=it can hardly be considered to be work] 

5 [no obf]: to have value or importance ■ Every vote counts. ■ 
He played well in the play-offs, when it really counted, 
[-mattered] — often + for ■ My effort in class has to count for 
something! ■ Her promises don’t count for much. [=her prom¬ 
ises don’t have much value] 

6 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to be consid¬ 
ered in a specified way when a person or thing is being 
judged [no obf] His experience counts in his favor. [=his ex¬ 
perience is a good thing that is in his favor] ■ His lack of ex¬ 
perience counts against him. ■ A wrong answer on the quiz 
will not count against [=will not hurt] your final grade. [+ 
obf] They counted his lack of job experience against him. ■ A 
wrong answer on the quiz will not be counted against your fi¬ 
nal grade. 

and counting : with more to come ■ He is 47 years old and 
counting. ■ They have been in business for 50 years and 
counting. 

count down [phrasal verb] 1 : to count numbers in a re¬ 
verse order from higher numbers to lower ones ■ He count¬ 
ed down from 10 to 1. 2 count down (something) also 

count (something) down : to pay close attention to the 
number of (days, miles, etc.) that remain until a particular 
moment or event is reached ■ He is counting down the days 
left in the school year. [=he is eagerly looking forward to 
the end of the school year] ■ We were counting down the 
miles as we approached our destination. 
count heads : to count how many people are present at a 
place ■ The coach counted heads before the bus left. 
count in [phrasal verb] count (someone) in : to plan to in¬ 
clude (someone) in an activity : to consider (someone) as 
one of the people who will be doing something ■ "Do you 
want to go to the beach with us?" "Yes! Count me ini" 
count off [phrasal verb] 1 : to count numbers that are 
spaced a certain number apart ■ The students counted off 
by twos. [=counted 2, 4. 6, 8, etc.] 2 count off (something) 
or count (something) off : to list (something) out loud ■ She 
counted off al] the things she wanted to do. 
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count on/upon {phrasal verb] 1 count on/upon (someone) 
a : to trust (someone) : to rely or depend on (someone) to 
do something ■ He isn’t someone you can count on all the 
time. ■ I am counting on you to help me through this diffi¬ 
cult time. ■ She is counted on [ =trusted\ as a leader, b : to 
expect (someone) to do something ■ I wouldn’t count on 
him to win the match. 2 count on/upon (something) : to 
expect (something) to happen • My parents might loan me 
some money, but I can’t count on it. ■ She is counting on a 
big tax refund this year. ■ The kids are counting on going to 
the movies. Don’t disappoint them! • They were not count¬ 
ing on getting a flat tire on the way to the restaurant. 
count out {phrasal verb] 1 count (someone) out : to not in¬ 
clude (someone) in an activity ■ If you are looking for peo¬ 
ple to help you clean the house today, count me out. 
[=don't include me; I won’t be helping youl 2 count 
(someone or something) out or count out (someone or 
something) : to decide that (someone or something) can¬ 
not win or succeed ■ Don’t count out our team just yet. 
They could still win. 

count the cost : to feel the bad effects of a mistake, acci¬ 
dent, etc. ■ He was careless and now he’s counting the cost. 
= Now he’s counting the cost of his carelessness. 
count toward/towards {phrasal verb] count toward/towards 
(something) or count (something) toward/towards (some¬ 
thing) : to have value as a credit or payment in relation to 
(something) ■ The credits you earned for this class count to¬ 
ward your degree. [=they are added to the total number of 
credits you have earned for your degree] — often used as 
(be) counted toward/towards ■ Fifty dollars will be counted 
towards [= credited to] your next bill. 
count your blessings see blessing 
count your chickens before they hatch see 1 chicken 
stand up and be counted see 1 stand 
who's counting? informal + humorous — used to say that 
you do not care about how large a number is ■ Tomorrow’s 
my 80th birthday, but who’s counting! 

2 COlint noun, pi counts 

1 [count] a : an act or process of adding people or things to¬ 
gether to find the total number : an act or process of count¬ 
ing — usually singular ■ They completed the ballot count late 
last night. ■ At (my) last count [=the last time I counted], 1 
had 50 responses to the invitation. ■ According to the last 
count , he still needs many more votes. ■ The official count 
showed that 40 people were killed in the hurricane. ■ The 
teacher took/did a quick count of the students. [=the teacher 
quickly counted the students] — see also HEAD COUNT b 
: the total number that is counted — usually singular ■ The 
final count [ =tally ] of people at the conference was over 200. 
— see also BLOOD COUNT, BODY COUNT, POLLEN COUNT 

2 [singular] : an act or process of saying numbers in order 
until a particular number is reached • The boxer took an 
eight-counf before getting up again. (=the referee counted to 
eight before the boxer got up again] — usually + of 9 I’ll give 
you a count of three to get out of here. = I’ll give you until the 
count of three to get out of here. ■ If you’re not out of here 
by the count of three [=by the time I count to three], I’m call¬ 
ing the police. ■ Jump off the diving board at the count of 10. 
[=when I say "10” after counting "one, two, three,...” etc.] ■ 
Hold your breath for a count of 10. [=for the amount of time 
that it takes to count to 10] 

3 [count] law : one of the crimes that someone is charged 
with — often + of 9 She was charged with two counts of theft, 
and she was found guilty on both counts. 

4 [count] : an idea or opinion that is expressed in a state¬ 
ment, argument, etc. ■ The theory is wrong on all/several 
counts. [=al 1/several parts of the theory are wrong] ■ I agree 
with you on both counts. [=1 agree with both the points you 
have made] 

5 the count baseball : the number of balls and strikes that 
have been pitched to a batter ■ The count is two balls, two 
strikes. ■ He was behind/ahead in the count. [=he had more/ 
fewer strikes than balls against him] *$• A full count is a situa¬ 
tion in baseball in which a batter has three balls and two 
strikes. 

down for the count ( US) or out for the count of a boxer 
: knocked down and unable to get up again while the ref¬ 
eree counts to 10 • The boxer was down for the count, 
[-knocked out] — often used figuratively ■ The company 
may be about to go down for the count. [=may be about to 
fail completely and go out of business] ■ Two minutes after 
getting into bed, I was out for the count. [=1 was sleeping 
deeply] 


keep count : to remember or keep a record of a number or 
total ■ He’s has had so many different girlfriends lately that 
I no longer can keep count. ■ She is keeping count [= keeping 
track] of the hours she spends watching TV. 
lose count : to forget a number or total • I’ve lost count 
[=lost track] of how many different girlfriends he’s had. ■ I 
was counting the money when he interrupted me and 
made me lose count. 

— compare 3 count 

3 COlint noun, pi counts [count] : a nobleman in some Euro¬ 
pean counties who has a high rank similar to a British earl 

— compare 2 count 

countdown /'kaunt,daun/ noun, pi -downs [count] 

1 : the act of counting down the number of seconds that re¬ 
main before something (such as the launch of a rocket) hap¬ 
pens — usually singular ■ Begin the countdown. • The engi¬ 
neers stopped the countdown because something was wrong 
with the engine. 

2 : the period of time before an important or special event 

— usually singular; usually + to • the countdown to summer 
vacation ■ the steady countdown to war 

1 COUn«te«nance /'kauntpans/ noun, pi -nanc-es [count] 
formal + literary : the appearance of a person’s face : a per¬ 
son’s expression ■ The photograph showed his somber coun¬ 
tenance. 

Countenance verb -nances; -nanced; -nanc-ing [+ obfl 
formal : to accept, support, or approve of (something) ■ The 
city would not countenance [=permit] a rock concert in the 
park. ■ The leader did not officially countenance [-encour¬ 
age] negotiations with the rebels. 

1 COlint«er /'kaunta•/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a piece of furniture with a flat surface that workers and 
customers stand on opposite sides of when doing business in 
a store, restaurant, etc. ■ He walked up to the counter and or¬ 
dered his food. ■ There was a long line at the sales/checkout 
counter. • I put my money down on the counter. • She recog¬ 
nized the man behind the counter. — see also LUNCH 
COUNTER 

2 US a : a long, flat surface on which food is prepared in a 
kitchen ■ a kitchen counter ■ I wish my kitchen had more 
counter space. [=1 wish it had more counters or a bigger 
counter] — called also countertop, (Brit) worktop ; see picture 
at KITCHEN b : a flat surface around a sink in a bathroom ■ 
a bathroom counter — called also countertop 

3 : a small object that is used in some board games 

over the counter ; without a special note (called a prescrip¬ 
tion) from a doctor ■ The drug is available over the counter, 
under the counter : secretly and usually illegally ■ The 
workers were paid under the counter. [=under the table] 

— compare 2 counter, ^counter 

2 COlinter noun, pi -ers [count] : a person or device that 
counts something • The counter records how many people 
visit the Web site. — see also BEAN counter, GEIGER 
counter — compare ‘counter, ^counter 
3 COUn*ter /'kaunta/ verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing 

1 a [no obj] : to do something in defense or in response to 
something — often + with ■ She countered with some of the 
most brilliant chess moves ever seen. ■ He countered with a 
punch to the other fighter’s head, b [+ obj]: to make (some¬ 
thing) less effective or ineffective ■ This pill will counter 
[counteract] the side effects of the other one. 

2 : to say (something) in response to something that another 
person has said [+ obj] When they blamed him for the col¬ 
lapse of the bridge, he countered that his warnings about the 
bridge had been ignored. ■ "I could say the same thing about 
you,” she countered, [no obj] After she made her point, he 
could not counter with anything. 

4 COUnter noun, pi -ters [count] formal : something that is 
made or done as a defense against or response to something 
else : something that makes something else less effective or 
ineffective — usually singular; usually + to • The policy is in¬ 
tended as a counter to efforts to decrease spending on educa¬ 
tion. — compare ‘counter, 2 counter 
5 COlinter adv : in a way that goes against or does not agree 
with something — + to ■ The soldier acted counter to his or¬ 
ders. [=he did something that was against his orders] ■ His 
theory ran counter to [=was opposed to; did not agree with] 
the beliefs of his time. ■ Such behavior rum counter to the 
values of society, 
coun-ter- / l kaunt&/ prefix 

1 : in a direction opposite to ■ counterclockwise 

2 : as a reaction against ■ counteroffensive 
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coun-ter-act /.kaunte'aekt/ verb -acts; -act*ed; -act-ing 

[+ obj ] : act against (something) : to cause (something) to 
have less of an effect or to have no effect at all ■ The drug 
will counteract the poison. ■ The new fees will counteract 
[=offset] state cuts in the school's budget. 

COUn-ter«at-tack /'kaunt0T3,taek/ noun, pi -tacks [count] 
: an attack that is made in response to an attack by an ene¬ 
my or opponent ■ They launched a fierce counterattack by 
air once the fog cleared. ■ The team finally mounted a coun¬ 
terattack in the last quarter of the game. 

— counterattack verb -tacks; -tacked; -tackling [no 
obj] The enemy counterattacked [=retaliated] at dawn. [+ 
obj] He quickly counterattacked his opponent. 

coun-ter-bal-ance /'kaunt^baetans/ verb -anc*es; 
-anced; -ancring [+ obj] formal : to have an effect that is 
opposite but equal to (something) : to balance (something) 
by being opposite ■ Improved services for phone customers 
have been counterbalanced [^offset] by higher fees. ■ The au¬ 
thor’s wry humor counterbalances the book’s serious subject 
matter. 

— counterbalance noun, pi -ances [count] ■ The author s 
wry humor is a good counterbalance to the book’s serious 
subject matter. 

coun-ter-clock-wise Akaont^'klai^waiz/ adv, US : in 
the direction opposite to movement of a clock’s hands ■ Turn 
the screw counterclockwise [-{Brit) anticlockwise] one full 
turn. — opposite clockwise 

— counterclockwise adj ■ a counterclockwise [={Brit) anti¬ 
clockwise] direction 

coun-ter-oul*ture /'kaont&ikAUffr/ noun, pi -tures [count] 
: a culture with values and customs are very different from 
and usually opposed to those accepted by most of society ■ 
the counterculture of the hippies; also : the people who make 
up a counterculture • He was part of the antiwar countercul¬ 
ture. ■ the drug counterculture — often used before another 
noun • counterculture heroes/publications/struggles 

— coun*ter*cul*tur-al /(kaunte'kAltfaral/ adj • countercul¬ 
tural movements/values/ideas 

coun-ter-es-pi-o-nage /ikaonta‘ , espij3,na:3/ noun [non¬ 
count] formal : the activity of preventing or stopping ene¬ 
mies from spying • He was involved in counterespionage 
against Germany in World War II. 

^oun-ter-feit /'kaontjy.fit/ verb -feits; -feit-ed; -feitring 
[+ obj] : to make an exact copy of (something) in order to 
trick people ■ They were counterfeiting money in his garage. • 
He counterfeited [ =forged] the documents. 

— counterfeiting noun [noncount] ■ He was sent to jail for 
counterfeiting. — coun*ter*feit*er noun, pi -ers [count] 

Counterfeit ad) : made to look like an exact copy of some¬ 
thing in order to trick people ■ counterfeit money/bills/cur¬ 
rency • The concert ticket is counterfeit. 

Counterfeit noun, pi -feits [count]: something that is made 
to look like an exact copy of something else in order to trick 
people ■ The 100-dollar bill turned out to be a counterfeit, 
[-fake, phony] 

coun-ter-foil /'kaont&jfojal/ noun, pi -foils [count] chiefly 
Brit : the part of a check, ticket, etc., that can be kept as a 
record when it is tom off : stub 

coun-ter-in-sur-gen-cy Akaontann'sa^fcansi/ noun, pi 
-cies formal : action by a group, army, etc., against people 
who are fighting to take control of a government [count] 
The military has launched a counterinsurgency, [noncount] 
an expert in counterinsurgency — often used before another 
noun ■ a counterinsurgency operation 

— coun-ter-in-sur-gent noun, pi -gents [count] - a band 
of counterinsurgents 

COUn-ter-in-teMi-gence ^kauntjnn'tcla^ans/ noun 
[noncount] formal : activity meant to hide the truth from an 
enemy or to prevent the enemy from learning secret infor¬ 
mation — often used before another noun • counterintelli¬ 
gence agents/operations 

COUn-ter«in-tU«i-tive /jkaontann'tuiwativ, Brit ,kaon- 
tarin'tjuiativ/ adj [more most ~] formal : different from 
what you would expect: not agreeing with what seems right 
or natural • It may seem counterintuitive , but we do bum cal¬ 
ories when we are sleeping. ■ counterintuitive results 

coun-ter-mand /'kaunta^maend, Brit 'kaont3,ma:nd/ verb 
-mands; -mand-ed; -mand-ing [+ obj] formal: to cancel 
(an order) especially by giving a new order • Orders to blow 
up the bridge were countermanded. 
coun*ter*mea*sure /'kaont^mcsay noun, pi -sures 
[count] : an action or device that is intended to stop or pre¬ 


vent something bad or dangerous — usually plural ■ new 
countermeasures against terrorism ■ The army used electron¬ 
ic countermeasures to block enemy radar. 

coun-ter-of-fen-sive /'kauntara'fensiv/ noun, pi -sives 
[count] : an attack made in order to defend against an enemy 
or opponent ■ They mounted/launched a counteroffensive 
against the enemy. 

coun-ter-of-fer /■kaont&ia:fo/ noun, pi -fers [count] : an 
offer that is made by someone in response to a previous offer 
■ He turned down the deal and came back with a counteroffer 
asking for more money. 

coun-ter-part /'kaonta^pasrt/ noun, pi -parts [count] 
: someone or something that has the same job or purpose as 
another • The secretary of defense met with his counterparts 
in Asia to discuss the nuclear crisis. ■ Metal tools replaced 
their stone counterparts many, many years ago. ■ the lead ac¬ 
tress and her male counterpart 
1 COUn-ter*point /'kaunta^pomt/ noun, pi -points 

1 music a : a combination of two or more melodies that are 
played together [count] a two-person counterpoint [non¬ 
count] The guitar and bass are played in counterpoint, b 
[count] : a melody played in combination with another 

2 fotmal : something that is different from something else in 
usually a pleasing way [count] The dressing is a refreshing 
counterpoint to the spicy chicken. 1 The painting is a pleasant 
counterpoint to his earlier works, [noncount] The music 
works in counterpoint to the images on the screen. 

2 COunterpoint verb -points; -point-ed; -pointing [+ obj] 
formal : to put two things together in a way that shows how 
different they are from each other : contrast ■ The vio¬ 
lence of the movie is counterpointed by/with ironic humor. 

coun-ter-pro-duc-tive /'kauntaproMAktiv/ adj [more 
most ~]: not helpful : making the thing you want to happen 
less likely to happen ■ His uncontrollable anger is very coun¬ 
terproductive to his attempt at saving his marriage. • a coun¬ 
terproductive approach 

coun-ter-rev-o-lu-tion /'kaonta^rcva'luijan/ noun, pi 
-tions : action by a group, army, etc., that is done to over¬ 
throw a government that is in power because of an earlier 
revolution [noncount] The leader vowed to stop any attempt 
at counterrevolution, [count] Soldiers loyal to the President 
led the counterrevolution. 

— coun»ter*rev*oriu*tion*ary / , kaonta* l r£V3 , lu:J'3,neri, 
Brit 'kaunta^eva'luijanri/ adj • counterrevolutionary forces 
- counterrevolutionary noun, pi -arries [count] 

coun-ter-sign / , kaont3‘*sam/ verb -signs; -signed; 
-signring [+ obj] : to sign (a document) after another per¬ 
son has already signed it especially to show that it is valid or 
authentic ■ The order has to be countersigned by a doctor. 

coun-ter-ter-rorrism /'kaonta^tera^izam/ noun [non¬ 
count] : actions by a group, army, etc., that are done to pre¬ 
vent terrorist attacks and destroy terrorist networks — often 
used before another noun • a counterterrorism agency 

— coun*ter*ter*rorrist /'kaont^'terarist/ adj ■ counterter¬ 
rorist strategy 

coun-ter-top /'kaontaitaip/ noun, pi -tops US : 'coun¬ 
ter 2 

coun-ter-vail-ing /.kaont^'veilir)/ adj, always used before 
a noun, formal : having an equal but opposite effect ■ coun¬ 
tervailing influences • The policy has many faults and many 
countervailing virtues. 

coun-ter-weight /'kaonta'iweit/ noun, pi -weights 

[count] : a weight that provides a balance against something 
of equal weight • The crane has a heavy counterweight on the 
back. — often used figuratively ■ Their liberal views act as a 
counterweight to/against the governor’s conservatism. 

countless /'kauntas/ noun, pi -ess*es [count] 

1 : the wife of a count or an earl 

2 : a woman who has the rank of count or earl 

Count*less /'kauntlas/ adj : too many to be counted : very 
many ■ He has written countless [=numerous] magazine and 
newspaper articles. ■ There are countless reasons why that 
would not be a good idea. • I’ve been there countless times. 

Count noun noun, pi ~ nouns [count] grammar : a noun 
(such as bean or ball) that has both a singular and plural 
form and can be used after a numeral, after words such as 
many or few, or after the indefinite article a or an 

— compare noncount noun 

COUn*tri*fied /'kAntn.faid/ adj [more most ~] informal 

1 : suited to the country instead of the city ■ a countrified 
man • a restaurant with a countrified atmosphere 

2 : played or sung like country music ■ countrified rock 
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1 COUn-try /'kAntri/ noun, pi -tries 

1 a [count]: an area of land that is controlled by its own gov¬ 
ernment : nation ■ The two countries have a lot in common. 
• European/foreign countries • They drove across the country 
from California to New York. ■ They are living in different 
parts of the country. — see also mother country, old 
country b the country: the people who live in a country 

■ The whole country was stunned by the news. • The Presi¬ 
dent has the support of most of the country. 

2 [noncount\ : an area or region that has a particular quality 
or feature or is known for a particular activity. ■ He moved 
to the north country to fish and hunt. ■ We went camping in 
the hill country. • They drove through miles of open country. 

■ We took a trip to wine country. [=an area where grapes are 
grown and wine is made] 

3 the country : land that is away from big towns and cities 
: countryside ■ She lives out in the country. • They prefer 
the country to the city. 

4 [noncount] : country music ■ She loves country and 
rock. 

across country 1 : from one side of a country to the oth¬ 
er. ■ They drove across country. 2 : from one side of the 
countryside to the other • The river rans across country. 

: by a course going directly over the countryside rather 
than by roads • The group walked across country. — see 
also CROSS COUNTRY 

go to the country Brit : to call for a general election to be 
held ■ He went to the country and won. 

2 COUntry adj, always used before a noun 

1 : of, relating to, or characteristic of the country ■ a country 
town/road ■ country living/comforts ■ country folk 

2 : of or relating to country music ■ a country singer ■ country 
radio 

country and western noun [noncount] : country mu¬ 
sic 

country club noun, pi ~ clubs [count] : a private club 
where people go for social events and to play golf, tennis, 
etc. 

COUn-try dance /'kAntri.dzens, Brit 'kAntri,darns/ noun 
[noncount] : a dance in which couples dance in long lines or 
circles 

— country dancing noun [noncount] 

country house noun, pi ~ houses [count] : a large house 
in the country typically owned by someone who also has a 
home in a city 

COUn«try*man /'kAntriman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] 
formal 

1 : a person who lives in or comes from the same country as 
you : compatriot ■ my fellow countrymen 

2 Brit : a person who lives in the countryside 

country mile noun [singular] informal : a long distance ■ 
He lives a country mile from the nearest store. • She beat the 
other swimmers by a country mile. 
country music noun [noncount] : a style of music that de¬ 
veloped in the southern and western U.S. and that often con¬ 
tains lyrics relating to the lives of people who live in the 
country 

country rock noun [noncount] : a type of rock music that 
sounds similar to country music 
country seat noun, pi ~ seats [count] chiefly Brit : a large 
house that is built on a large piece of land 
COUn*try*Side /'kAntri,said/ noun [noncount] : land that is 
away from big towns and cities • She lives in the countryside. 
[=country] ■ We took a long drive through the open country¬ 
side. 

COUn*try*wide /'kAntri'waid/ adj : happening or existing 
in all parts of a country : nationwide ■ The murders at¬ 
tracted countrywide attention. 

— countrywide adv • The company has opened several 
stores countrywide. 

COUn*try*WOm«an /'kAntri.wuman/ noun, pi -wom-en 

/-,wim3n/ [count] 

1 : a woman bom or living in the same countiy as someone 
else 

2 Brit : a woman who lives in the countryside 
coun-ty /'kaunti/ noun, pi -ties [count] : an area of a state 

or country that is larger than a city and has its own govern¬ 
ment to deal with local matters • the largest school district in 
the county — often used before another noun • the county 
sheriff ■ a county fair 

county court noun, pi ~ courts [count] : a court of law 
for cases within a county 


county seat noun, pi — seats [count] US : the town or city 
in a county where the government offices and buildings are 
located 

county town noun, pi ~ towns [count] Brit : county 

SEAT 

COUp /'ku:/ noun, pi coups [count] 

1 : coup d’etat ■ a military coup ■ a coup attempt 

2 : an impressive victory or achievement that usually is diffi¬ 
cult or unexpected ■ It was a major coup when they got the 
Vice President to appear on their show for an interview. 

coup de grace or coup de grace /,ku:d3'gra:s/ noun, pi 
coups de grace or coups de grace /.kurda'grars/ 
[count] formal 

1 : an action or event that finally ends or destroys something 
that has been getting weaker or worse ■ The legislature’s de¬ 
cision to cut funding has administered the coup de grace to 
the governor’s proposal. 

2 : a hit or shot that kills a person or animal that is suffering 

COUp d’etat or coup d’etat /,ku:,dei'ta:/ noun, pi coups 

d’etat or coup d’etat /(ku^dei'ta:/ [count] : a sudden at¬ 
tempt by a small group of people to take over the govern¬ 
ment usually through violence ■ a military coup d'etat • a 
bloody coup d’itat 

COUpe (US) or chiefly Brit cou-pe /ku:'pei, 'ku:p, Brit 
'ku:pei/ noun, pi coupes [count] : a car that has two doors 
and that has room for four or sometimes only for two people 

— compare sedan 

1 COU*ple /'kApal/ noun, pi couples [count] 

1 : two people who are married or who have a romantic or 
sexual relationship ■ a happily married couple • “Are they a 
couple ?” “No, they are just good friends.” • Seventeen cou¬ 
ples participated in the survey. ■ The romance had gone out 
of their relationship, so they signed up for couples therapy. 
[=therapy in which a psychologist helps couples solve prob¬ 
lems with their relationships] 

2 : two people or things that are together : pair — usually 
used in the phrase in couples • The people were lined up in 
couples. 

a couple informal 1 : two or a few of something ■ Can you 
give me a couple more examples? ■ This one costs a couple 
less dollars than that one. A In informal U.S. English, a 
couple can be used like a couple of before a plural noun. ■ I 
lost interest in the book after a couple chapters. ■ We 
owned a couple dogs. ■ We stopped for a couple drinks after 
work. It is often used with periods of time and numbers. ■ I 
saw the movie a couple nights ago. • We met a couple years 
ago. ■ I took a couple weeks off. ■ a couple hundred people ■ 
a couple dozen 2 : two or a few ■ “How many drinks have 
you had?" "Oh, just a couple." 

a couple of : two of or a few of : two (things) or a few 
(things) ■ It happened a couple of days ago. [=two days ago] 
• I only had a couple of sips. ■ Can you loan me a couple of 
dollars? ■ I have a couple o/favorite restaurants I go to. ■ I’ll 
be ready in a couple of minutes. [=1*11 be ready soon] ■ Our 
schedule is booked solid for the next couple of weeks. I=for 
the next two weeks] ■ They’ve lost the last/previous couple 
of games. 

— cou-ple-dom /'kApaldam/ noun [noncount] ■ They are 
breaking up after eight years of coupledom. [=after eight 
years of being a couple] 

2 COuple verb couples; cou-pled; cou-pling [+ obj\ 

1 : to join (two things) together : connect ■ a device that 
makes it possible to couple the pieces ■ The coils are loosely/ 
tightly coupled. 

2 : to join (something) to something else : connect ■ The 
wire is coupled to the terminal. ■ It took an hour to couple the 
trailer to the truck. 

couple with [phrasal verb] couple (something) with (some¬ 
thing) : to join or combine (something) with (something 
else) ■ The exhibit couples poems with paintings. — usually 
used as (be) coupled with ■ An oil spill coupled with [= com¬ 
bined with, together with] strong winds brought disaster. • 
The team’s win, coupled with a loss by their rivals, put 
them in first place. 

— cou>pler /'kApl zt/ noun, pi -piers [count] ■ The company 
manufactures trailer couplers. [=couplings, hitches] 

COU'plet /'kAplat/ noun, pi -plets [count ]: two lines of poet¬ 
ry that form a unit ■ a rhyming couplet ■ a poem made up of 
six couplets 

COU-pling /'kAplirj/ noun, pi -plings [count] 

1 : a device that connects two parts or things • hose couplings 
[-couplers] ■ the couplings between railroad cars 
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2 formal : the act of having sex ■ erotic/illicit couplings 

3 : the act of combining two things ■ a/the coupling of litera¬ 
ture and science 

COU*pon / l ku:,pa:n, 'kju:,pa:n/ noun, pi -pons [count] 

1 : a usually small piece of printed paper that lets you get a 
service or product for free or at a lower price ■ Bring in this 
coupon for a free oil change. ■ I’m always clipping coupons 
from the newspaper to use at the grocery store. ■ The coupon 
is good for one free ice-cream cone. 

2 chiefly Brit : a section of an advertisement that you can cut 
out and mail to a company in order to request information 
or to order a product or service ■ Send in this coupon for 
more information. 

COUr«aqe /'karicfe/ noun [noncount] : the ability to do some¬ 
thing that you know is difficult or dangerous ■ The troops 
showed great courage [=bravery] in battle. ■ She has the cour¬ 
age to support unpopular causes. ■ It takes courage to stand 
up for your rights. » I finally worked/got up the courage 
[=-nerve] to tell him the bad news. • They showed great cour¬ 
age [= fearlessness J and determination. • Eventually she sum¬ 
moned (up) the courage to confront him. ■ They showed 
courage under fire. [=they were brave while they were being 
shot at or while they were being strongly criticized] ■ He has 
the courage of his convictions. [=he is not afraid to do what 
he believes is right] 

COU-ra*geoUS /ka'reicfeas/ adj [more most : very 
brave : having or showing courage ■ a courageous soldier ■ 
She was a courageous woman who wasn’t afraid to support 
unpopular causes. • a courageous act/decision » a courageous 
[=fearless] companion 

— cou-ra-geous-ly adv ■ They have fought courageously 
for their rights. — cou-ra-geous-ness noun [noncount] • 
a leader admired for his courageousness 

COUr«gette /ka^ct/ noun, pi -gettes [count] Brit : zucchi¬ 
ni 

1 COU»ri»er /'kari^/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person whose job is to carry messages, packages, etc., 
from one person or place to another ■ A courier [ -messenger ] 
will deliver the photo this afternoon. ■ Police recently arrest¬ 
ed a drug courier in our neighborhood. ■ He worked as a bi¬ 
cycle courier in the city. [=a courier who uses a bicyclel 

2 : a business that is used to send messages, packages, etc. ■ 
The documents were sent by overnight courier. 

3 Brit : a person who is employed by a travel company and 
whose job is to help people who are on holiday 

2 COUrier verb -ers; -ered; -er-ing [+ obj] chiefly Brit : to use 
a courier to send (a message, package, etc.) to a person or 
place ■ The package was couriered overnight to our offices. 

1 course /'koas/ noun, pi courses 

1 [count] a : the path or direction that something or some¬ 
one moves along ■ the course of a river ■ a ship’s course • The 
pilot brought the plane back on course. ■ The ship was 
blown off course by a storm. — often used figuratively ■ This 
win puts the team back on course for the championship. ■ 
The book is generally well written but it occasionally veers 
off course. [=it has some parts that do not seem to be about 
what the rest of the book is about] ■ a battle that altered/ 
changed the course of history [-that changed the way things 
happened in the years that followed] — see also collision 
course b : a path or route that runners, skiers, bikers, 
etc., move along especially in a race ■ a cross-country/mara¬ 
thon/ski course — see also obstacle course, race¬ 
course 

2 [count] a : a series of classes about a particular subject in 
a school ■ an introductory/training course ■ I’m taking a few 
writing courses [=classes] at the university. ■ She’s taking a 
chemistry course this semester. — often used before another 
noun ■ course materials ■ course work/requirements ■ I have a 
light/full course load this semester. [=1 am taking few/many 
classes this semester] b : a group of classes that lead to a 
degree (sense 5) ■ ( chiefly Brit) She’s beginning a four-year 
course in chemistry. [=((/5’) a four-year chemistry program] ■ 
Students earn the degree after a two-year course of study. 

— see also correspondence course, crash course, 

REFRESHER COURSE, SANDWICH COURSE, SURVEY 
COURSE 

3 [noncount] : the normal or regular way that something 
happens over time ■ There is no cure, but the treatment will 
slow the course of the disease. ■ It’s something you would 
never see in the normal/ordinary course of events. [=if 
things were happening as they usually happen] ■ payments 
made in the usual/normal/ordinary course of business [=as 


part of doing regular business) ■ The disease usually runs its 
course in a few days. [=develops in the usual way; begins, 
gets worse, and ends] 

4 [noncount] — used to describe what happens during a peri¬ 
od of time or when something is being done ■ They met 12 
times during/in/over the course of a year. ■ facts discovered 
in the course of research ■ Things will get better in the course 
of time. [=things will get better as time passes] 

5 [count]: a way of behaving or proceeding that you choose 
■ Our wisest course is to retreat. ■ We’re trying to determine 
the best course of action [=the best actions; the best things to 
do] at this point. 

6 [count] medical : a series of medicines or medical treat¬ 
ments that are given to someone over a period of time ■ a 
new course of medication ■ The doctor prescribed a 10-day 
course of antibiotics. • a short/intensive course of therapy 

7 [count]: a part of a meal that is served separately from oth¬ 
er parts ■ We had salad for the first course. ■ You can choose 
what you want for the main course. ■ A different wine was 
served with each course. ■ a f\\e-course dinner [=a dinner 
served in five separate parts] 

8 [count]: golf course ■ an 18-hole course 

in due course : after a normal amount of time has passed 
: in the expected time ■ His discoveries led, in due course, 
to new forms of treatment. ■ The reasons will become ap¬ 
parent in due course. [= eventually ] 
let nature take its course see nature 
of course 1 — used to show that what is being said is very 
obvious or already generally known ■ We’re talking, of 
course , about what happened last night. ■ She was late and 
rude—so of course she didn’t get the job. ■ Of course, it 
wasn’t easy for me to admit I was wrong. ■ “Has the bus al¬ 
ready left?" "Of course." 2 — used informally to give per¬ 
mission or say yes in a way that shows you are very certain 
■ “May I borrow this book?" "Of course !” [-absolutely, cer¬ 
tainly] ■ “Will you go?" "Of course !” ■ “Are you angry with 
me for being late?” "Of course not." [=1 am not at all an¬ 
gry] ■ “Did you take the money?” "Of course not! ” [=1 defi¬ 
nitely did not] 3 — used to stress that what you are say¬ 
ing is true and you feel no doubt about it ■ Of course we’ll 
be there. We wouldn’t miss it for the world! ■ Of course 1 
don’t hate you! How could you think such a thing? — see 
also as a matter of course at ‘ matter 
par for the course see par 
pervert the course of justice see ‘pervert 
stay the course see ‘stay 

2 COUrse verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition 
courses; coursed; cours*ing [no obj ] : to move or flow 
quickly ■ the blood coursing through my veins * Tears were 
coursing down his cheeks. 

1 court /'koat/ noun, pi courts 

1 a [noncount] : a formal legal meeting in which evidence 
about crimes, disagreements, etc., is presented to a judge and 
often a jury so that decisions can be made according to the 
law ■ Court is now in session. ■ Court is adjourned for the day. 
— often used before another noun ■ a court battle/fight ■ 
court cases/records/costs b : a place where legal cases are 
heard [count] There was a large group of protesters outside 
the court. ■ a lawyer who has appeared in courts around the 
country [noncount] His landlord threatened to take him to 
court. [=to start a lawsuit against him; to sue him] ■ The orga¬ 
nization is prepared to go to court [=to start a lawsuit] to 
stop construction from proceeding. ■ They were able to set¬ 
tle/resolve the case out of court. [=without going to court] C 
[count] : an official group of people (such as a judge and 
jury) who listen to evidence and make decisions about legal 
cases ■ The case is before the state’s highest court. ■ She’s a 
judge on an appellate court. ■ state/federal courts ■ The prose¬ 
cution has new evidence to submit to the court. ■ Please ex¬ 
plain to the court what happened that night. ■ The court 
ruled/declared the law unconstitutional. ■ The court re¬ 
versed/rejected the lower court’s decision. 

2 [count] : a large flat surface that is shaped like a square or 
rectangle and that is used for playing games like tennis and 
basketball ■ a basketball/tennis court 

3 a : the place where the leader of a country and especially a 
king or queen lives and works [count] the courts of Europe 
[noncount] He spent a lot of time at court, b (count ] : a king 
or queen and the people who live and work with him or her ■ 
The queen assembled her court. ■ a member of the king’s 
court 

4 [count] a — used in the names of short streets ■ My sister 
lives on Brynhurst Court. — abbr. Ct. b — used in the 
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names of apartment buildings or groups of apartment build¬ 
ings ■ I live in the Franklin Court apartments on Main Street. 

— see also motor court c : courtyard • the villa’s in¬ 
ner court • an interior court garden — see also food court 
hold court : to talk to a group of people who listen to what 

you say because it is funny or interesting ■ The restaurant’s 
owner was holding court at his usual table in the comer. 
laugh out of court see 1 laugh 

pay court to formal + old-fashioned : to give a lot of atten¬ 
tion to (someone) in order to get approval, affection, etc. ■ 
He does not approve of the young man who has been pay¬ 
ing court to his daughter. [=who has been courting his 
daughter] 

the ball is in your court see ’ball 

the court of public/world opinion : the beliefs and judg¬ 
ment of most people ■ The statement was quickly con¬ 
demned in the court of public opinion. [=was condemned by 
the public] 

2 COUrt verb courts; court*ed; court-ing 

1 somewhat old-fashioned : to act in a way that shows that 
you want or intend to get married [no obj] The couple court¬ 
ed for two years before marrying. [+ obj] He was courting his 
college sweetheart. 

2 of an animal : to perform the actions that lead to sexual 
activity [no obj ] a pair of robins courting [+ obj] The male 
will sometimes court the female for hours. 

3 [+ obj ]: to give a lot of attention and praise to (someone) in 
order to get approval, support, etc. • college teams courting 
high school basketball stars ■ The government is courting 
[=wooing] investors from around the globe. ■ The speech was 
clearly intended to court middle-class voters. If you court 
someone’s favor or court favor with someone , you try to get 
someone’s approval. ■ The company is courting favor with 
consumers by portraying itself as socially responsible. 

4 [+ obj ] : to act in a way that is likely to cause (something 
unpleasant) to happen to you ■ Anyone who refuses to evac¬ 
uate is courting disaster. [=jlirting with disaster ] ■ They knew 
they were courting danger/trouble by accepting donations 
from a convicted felon. 

court card noun, pi ~ cards [count] chiefly Brit : face 
card 

COUr-te-OUS/'ka^tijas/iK# [more most ~]: very polite in 
a way that shows respect • The clerks were helpful and cour¬ 
teous. ■ a courteous manner — opposite discourteous 

— cour*te*ous*ly adv ■ He answered my questions courte¬ 
ously. — cour-te-ous-ness noun [ noncount ] ■ I appreciat¬ 
ed his courteousness. 

COUr-te-san /'koa-tazan, Brit (koita’zsen/ noun, pi -sans 
[count] old-fashioned : a woman who has sex with rich or im¬ 
portant men in exchange for money : a prostitute who has 
sex with wealthy and powerful men 
1 COUr-te-sy /'ka-tasi/ noun, pi -sies 

1 [ noncount ] : polite behavior that shows respect for other 
people ■ They treated us with courtesy and kindness. • He 
didn’t even have the common courtesy [=he was not even as 
polite as people can usually be expected to be] to say good¬ 
bye when he left. 

2 [count] a : something that you do because it is polite, 
kind, etc. • She did it as a courtesy , not because she had to. 
b : something that you say to be polite especially when you 
meet someone ■ Everyone knows each other here, so we 
won’t bother with the usual courtesies. ■ They shook hands 
and exchanged courtesies before beginning their discussion. 
courtesy of If you say that something has been provided 

through the courtesy of or (by) courtesy of a person, orga¬ 
nization, business, etc., you are politely saying that they 
paid for it, gave it, or let it be used. « The flowers were pro¬ 
vided through the courtesy of a local florist. • This program 
is brought to you courtesy of our sponsors. [=it has been 
paid for by our sponsors] The word courtesy is sometimes 
used informally by itself in this way. ■ Photo courtesy Helen 
Jones. [=Helen Jones is allowing the photograph to be 
used] The phrase courtesy of is sometimes also used infor¬ 
mally to indicate the cause of something. ■ 1 have a bad 
cold now, courtesy of my brother. [=1 have a bad cold that 1 
caught from my brother] 

2 COUrtesy adj, always used before a noun 

1 : done in order to be polite • They paid a courtesy call on 
the ambassador. [=they visited the ambassador because it 
was the polite thing to do] 

2 : provided for free ■ Important visitors to the conference 
were provided with courtesy cars. ■ He picked up the airport 


courtesy phone [=a telephone that customers can use to call 
the company that provides it] to call for a car. 

Courtesy title noun, pi ~ titles [count] : a polite and for¬ 
mal word that is used in place of someone’s name or as part 
of someone’s name ■ the courtesy titles “Mr.,” “Mrs.," “Ms.,” 
“Dr.,” etc. ■ As a child, he was taught to address his elders 
with the courtesy titles “sir” and “ma’am.” 

court-house /'koa , t,haus/ noun, pi -hous*es [count] US 
: a building in which legal cases are heard 

COUrt-ier /'koMija 1 / noun, pi -iers [count] : a member of a 
royal court (sense 3b) 

court-ly /'koatli/ adj court-li-er; -est [or more most ~] 
: polite and graceful in a formal way • courtly manners ■ a 
courtly gentleman 

— court*li-ness noun [noncount] 

1 court—mar-tial /'koa^maa-Jal/ noun, pi courts—martial 
also court-mar*tials 

1 : a military court : a court for people in the military who 
are accused of breaking military law [noncount] The offic¬ 
ers will be tried by court-martial, [count] They will appear 
before a court-martial. 

2 [count] : a trial in a military court ■ The sergeant is facing a 
court-martial for failure to obey orders. 

2 court-martial verb -tials; us -tialed or Brit -tialled; us 
-tial-ing or Brit -tial-ling [+ obj] : to present evidence 
against (someone) in a military court : to put (someone) on 
trial in a military court • He was court-martialed for failure 
to obey orders. 

court Of appeals (US) or chiefly Brit court of appeal 
noun, pi courts of appeals [count] law 

1 : a court that studies the decisions made by a lower court 
and decides if they were correct — called also (US) appeals 
court, (chiefly Brit) appeal court 

2 Court of Appeals US : any one of 13 courts in the U.S. be¬ 
low the Supreme Court ■ the 9th/Ninth Circuit Court of Ap¬ 
peals 

3 Court of Appeal Brit : the highest court in Britain below 
the House of Lords 

court Of law noun, pi courts of law [count]: ’court la • 
You have the right to a fair trial in a court of law. 

Court Order noun, pi ~ -ders : a formal statement from a 
court that orders someone to do or stop doing something 
[count] He received a court order barring him from entering 
the building, [noncount] He is barred by court order from 
entering the building. ■ The town is under court order to fix 
the problem. 

court reporter noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a person whose 
job is to write down exactly what is said and done during a 
legal trial 

court-room /'koa^ruim/ noun, pi -rooms [count] : a room 
in which legal cases are heard 

COUrt-ship /’koatjip/ noun, pi -ships 

1 somewhat old-fashioned : the activities that occur when 
people are developing a romantic relationship that could 
lead to marriage or the period of time when such activities 
occur [count] They had a two-year courtship before marry¬ 
ing. [noncount] the formalities of courtship 

2 [noncount] : the behavior of animals that leads to sexual 
activity or the period of time when such behavior occurs ■ 
The male of the species often displays aggression during 
courtship. — often used before another noun • courtship be¬ 
havior ■ courtship displays/rituals 

3 [noncount] : an attempt to convince someone to support 
you or to choose you or your organization ■ the President’s 
courtship of middle-class voters 

court shoe noun, pi ~ shoes [count] Brit: 3 pump 1 

COUrt-side /'ko3*,said/ noun [noncount] chiefly US : the 
area at the edge of a tennis or basketball court ■ Our seats 
were located a few rows (up) from courtside. 

— courtside at it ■ courtside seats — courtside adv ■ We got 
to sit courtside. [=we got to sit in the seats that are closest 
to the court] 

COUrt-yard /'koa , t ( jaa , d/ noun, pi -yards [count] : an open 
space that is surrounded completely or partly by a building 
or group of buildings • the palace courtyards ■ The apartment 
overlooks a courtyard. 

COUS-COUS /'ku:s,ku:s/ noun [noncount] : a North African 
food that is made from wheat and is in the form of very 
small, round pieces; also : a dish of this food served with 
meat or vegetables ■ lamb and vegetable couscous 

COUS-in /'kAzan/ noun, pi -ins [count] 
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1 a : a child of your uncle or aunt — called also first cousin ; 
see also second cousin b : a person who is related to you 
but not in a close or direct way • Everyone came to the wed¬ 
ding, including a distant cousin no one had heard from in 
years. — see also kissing cousin 

2 : a person who is from another country but whose culture 
is similar to your own ■ our English cousins 

3 : something that is similar or related to something else ■ 
The cricket is a cousin of the grasshopper. ■ hurricanes and 
their cousins, typhoons 

COU*ture /ku'tu», Brit ku'tjua/ noun [ noncount ] somewhat 
formal 

1 : the business of designing, making, or selling women’s 
clothes; also : women’s clothes in general ■ The book dis¬ 
cusses the relationship between culture and couture. 

2 : haute couture ■ I can’t afford to wear couture. 
COU-tU*ri-er /ku'turijas Brit ku'tjuaria/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

: a person or business that designs and makes clothes for 
women 

1 COVe /'kouv/ noun, pi coves [count] : a small area of ocean 
that is partly surrounded by land : a small, sheltered inlet or 
bay ■ a coastline dotted with coves — compare 2 cove 
2 COVe noun, pi coves [count] Brit, old-fashioned : a man 
: chap ■ a genial cove — compare *cove 
COV-en /'kAvan/ noun.pl -ens [count] : a group of witches 
COV-e-nant /'kAvanant/ noun, pi -nants [count] 

1 formal : a formal and serious agreement or promise ■ a cov¬ 
enant with God ■ the covenant of marriage 

2 law : a formal written agreement between two or more 
people, businesses, countries, etc. ■ an international covenant 
on human rights ■ The restrictive covenants of the building 
development prohibit the construction of buildings over 30 
feet tall. 

1 COV»er /'kAvay verb -ers; -ered; -er*ing 

1 : to put something over, on top of, or in front of (some¬ 
thing else) especially in order to protect, hide, or close it [+ 
obj] The gardener covered the soil with mulch. ■ The furni¬ 
ture had been covered in a protective cloth. ■ Be sure to cover 
the pot. [=put a cover on the pot] ■ He covered his face with 
his hands. [=he put his hands over his face; he hid his face be¬ 
hind his hands] ■ We covered the stains on the wall with a 
fresh coat of paint. ■ You should cover your mouth when you 
cough. ■ She covered her head with a scarf. • tables covered 
with white linen ■ He wears a hairpiece to cover [-hide, con¬ 
ceal] his bald spot, [no obj] — used in recipes and instruc¬ 
tions ■ The recipe said: “Reduce heat. Cover [=put a cover/lid 
on the pot/pan] and continue cooking for another 10 min¬ 
utes.” ■ Place the seed in the hole and cover with soil. 

2 [+ obj] a : to be spread over or on top of (something) ■ 
Water covered the floor. ■ Snow covered the hills, b : to be 
over much or all of the surface of (something) ■ Lakes cover 
much of the state. — usually used as (be) covered ■ Much of 
the state is covered with lakes. ■ The wall is completely cov¬ 
ered with graffiti. ■ His legs were covered in mosquito bites. 

3 [+ obj] : to pass over or through (an area, distance, etc.) ■ 
The hikers covered long distances every day. ■ The bird may 
cover thousands of miles during its migration. 

4 [+ obj] a : to have (something) as a subject : to relate to or 
provide information about (a particular subject) ■ The 
course will cover the country’s early history. ■ an exam cover¬ 
ing a semester’s worth of material ■ This material was covered 
in the book’s first chapter. ■ We’d better get started because 
we have a lot (of information) to cover in one hour, b : to 
relate to or have an effect on (something) ■ The patent covers 
[=applies to] both kinds of devices/systems. ■ The term 
“house” covers a wide array of buildings. [=many different 
kinds of buildings can be called houses] 

5 [+ obj] : to report news about (something) • He is an expe¬ 
rienced journalist who has covered several presidential cam¬ 
paigns. ■ She covers political news for the network. 

6 [+ obj ] of insurance a : to protect (someone) by promising 
to pay for loss, damage, etc. : to provide financial protection 
to (someone) ■ The policy covers the traveler in any accident, 
b : to provide protection by promising to pay for (a prob¬ 
lem, accident, etc.) : to provide financial protection against 
(something) ■ The policy covers water damage. ■ a policy cov¬ 
ering loss by fire c : to provide payment for (something) ■ 
My health insurance doesn’t cover this treatment/drug. 

7 [+ obj] a : to have enough money for (something) ■ Your 
checking account balance will not cover the check. [=there is 
not enough money in your checking account to pay for the 
amount of the check] b : to pay for (something) ■ He has 


enough money to cover tuition, but he can’t afford to buy 
the textbooks he needs. • This money should cover the cost of 
repairing the wall. 

8 [+ obj] a : to guard or protect (something or someone) by 
being ready to shoot a gun or fire a weapon ■ The ships were 
covering approaches to the harbor. ■ Officer Blake’s partner 
yelled “ Cover me!” and ran for the door, b : to protect 
(yourself or someone else) from possible trouble or danger ■ 
He was trying to cover himself by lying about his involve¬ 
ment in the scandal. ■ (US, informal + impolite ) He was trying 
to cover his ass/butt by lying. 

9 [+ obj] a sports : to guard (an opponent) as part of your 
team’s effort to prevent the other team from scoring ■ He 
was assigned to cover the tight end. b baseball : to be in a 
position to receive a throw to (a base) • The shortstop was 
covering second base. — see also cover all the bases at 1 BASE 

10 [no obj] a : to help you by doing your job when you are 
away or not able to do it — + for ■ A coworker covered for 
me during my vacation. ■ She’ll be out for a week, so the rest 
of us will have to cover for her. b : to hide the truth or lie 
for someone — +for "He covered for his friend, insisting that 
he hadn’t seen him all day. 

11 [+ obj] a : to be responsible for selling or providing 
something to all the people in (an area) for a company, orga¬ 
nization, etc. ■ One salesperson covers the whole state, b 
: to provide something to (a group of people) ■ There should 
be enough of the vaccine to cover everyone. 

12 [+ obj] : to record or perform (a song that was previously 
recorded by someone else) ■ The band has covered many hits 
from the 1980s. 

cover up [phrasal verb] 1 cover up or cover (something) up 
or cover up (something) : to cover yourself, part of your 
body, etc., with something (such as clothing or a blanket) ■ 
She quickly covered up with a robe. ■ She quickly covered 
herself up. 2 cover (something) up or cover up (some¬ 
thing) : to prevent people from learning the truth about 
(something, such as a crime) : to hide (something) ■ They 
tried to cover up the crime/mistake/problem/scandal. ■ I 
think they stole the money and then lied about it to cover 
up their guilt. — see also cover-up 
cover your tracks see 1 track 

have (got) someone or something covered (informal) 
: to have done, gotten, or provided whatever is needed ■ 
Don’t worry about a thing. We’ve got you covered. [=we 
have taken care of everything that you might need] ■ You 
don’t need to buy soda for the party. We’ve already got that 
covered. [=we already have enough soda] 

2 COVer noun, pi -ers 

1 [count] : something that is put around or on top of another 
thing especially to protect, hide, or close it ■ She placed a cov¬ 
er over the pan so that the oil wouldn’t spatter. ■ I put a cover 
on the sofa to protect it. ■ a mattress cover ■ I lifted the cover 
of the box and peeked inside. ■ He unscrewed the cover [=top, 
lid] of the jar. 

2 [count] : a blanket or sheet on a bed — usually plural ■ She 
was in bed lying under the covers. ■ He threw off the covers 
and rose to begin the day. 

3 [count] a : the outer part of a book or magazine ■ There’s 
a picture of the author on the book’s back/front cover. ■ The 
model appeared on the (front) covers of many weeklies. ■ She 
read the book from cover to cover. [=she read all of the 
book] — see also cover girl, cover story b : the part 
of the case of a record album, CD, DVD, etc., that is seen 
from the outside ■ The singer is posing in jeans and cowboy 
boots on the album cover. 

4 : something that covers the ground or the sky [singular] 
The ground was hidden under a cover of snow. ■ The moon 
was hidden behind a thick cloud cover. [=behind thick 
clouds] [noncount] areas of light plant cover [=areas in 
which there are few plants] — see also ground cover 

5 [noncount] : a place or situation in which you are protect¬ 
ed ■ The roof provided cover from the rain. ■ The soldiers 
sought cover behind the wall. ■ The officer ordered the sol¬ 
diers to take cover as the enemy began shooting. ■ The hikers 
took cover under a tree and waited for the storm to pass. ■ 
The hikers ran/dashed/headed for cover as the storm ap¬ 
proached. -$■ If you break cover, you come out from a place 
where you have been safe or hidden. • The rabbit suddenly 
broke cover and ran across the field. 

6 [noncount] : something that prevents actions, information, 
etc., from being seen or known ■ The crime was committed 
under (the) cover of darkness/night. [=when it was dark; at 
night] ■ an official speaking to a reporter under cover of ano- 
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nymity [=with the understanding that the reporter would not 
reveal the official’s name] 

7 [< count\ : something that is not what it seems to be but is ac¬ 
tually used to hide something else — usually singular ■ The 
business was a cover for a criminal gang. ■ Her job as a con¬ 
sultant was just a cover for her true identity as a secret agent. 
■ He acts tough, but that’s just a cover. He’s a real softy un¬ 
derneath. A person who is under cover has his or her true 
identity hidden. The phrase usually describes a person (such 
as a police officer) who pretends to be someone else in order 
to get information. ■ The policeman went under cover to col¬ 
lect more evidence. ■ The agent was working under cover. 4- 
To blow someone’s cover is to reveal someone’s true identi¬ 
ty. ■ The agent posed as a consultant until someone blew her 
cover. — see also undercover 

8 [count\ : a recording or performance of a song that was 
previously recorded by someone else ■ a cover (version) of a 
popular song ■ a cover band [=a band that plays songi previ¬ 
ously recorded by other performers] 

9 [count] informal : cover charge • The nightclub has a $5 
cover. 

10 [noncount] Brit : insurance coverage ■ a policy that pro¬ 
vides cover [=(f/5) coverage] for loss by fire 

11 [noncount] : protection from danger, an attack, etc. ■ 
They had to land in enemy territory without any air cover. 
[=protection by military airplanes] • traveling with the bene¬ 
fit of diplomatic cover [=the special protection that is given 
to a diplomat] 

12 [noncount] Brit : work done by someone other than the 
person who usually does it • A small crew will provide emer¬ 
gency cover during the strike. 

under separate cover : in a separate envelope ■ The manu¬ 
script is being sent to you under separate cover. 
cov-er-age /'kAvancfe/ noun, pi -ag-es 

1 [noncount] : the activity of reporting about an event or 
subject in newspapers, on television news programs, etc. • 
The issue is not getting much coverage in the mainstream 
press. ■ There was massive/extensive TV coverage of the fu¬ 
neral. ■ The network will have live coverage of the game. [=it 
will broadcast the game as it is happening] 

2 [noncount] : discussion of a subject in a book, class, etc. • 
For more complete coverage of this issue, see Chapter Six. • 
The book gives full coverage to the history of the word. 

3 US a [noncount] : the financial protection that is provid¬ 
ed by an insurance policy ■ She has no insurance coverage. 
[=she does not have insurance] • affordable health/medical 
coverage [insurance that will pay for medical care; health 
insurance] ■ My health insurance company has denied cover¬ 
age for the treatment. [=it will not pay the cost of the treat¬ 
ment] b [count] : something that an insurance company 
will pay for : something that is covered by an insurance pol¬ 
icy • Fire/liability insurance coverages varied. ■ optional/ad¬ 
ditional coverages 

4 chiefly US, sports : the act of guarding an opponent as part 
of your team’s effort to prevent the other team from scoring 
: the act of covering an opponent [noncount] He was re¬ 
sponsible for coverage of the tight end. [count] The team 
uses a variety of defensive coverages. 

5 [noncount] — used to describe how much of an area or 
surface is covered by something ■ Heavy cloud coverage is 
expected over the lake. ■ uniform paint coverage ■ There is no 
cell phone coverage in this valley. [=cell phone service is not 
available] 

COV-er-all /'kAva^a:!/ noun, pi -alls [count] US : a piece of 
clothing that is worn over other clothes to protect them — 
usually plural ■ The mechanic was dressed in (a pair of) cov¬ 
erall's. [=(Brit) overalls] 

cover charge noun, pi ~ charges [count] : an amount of 
money that must be paid to go into a nightclub or restaurant 
in addition to the charge for food and drink ■ The nightclub 
has a $5 cover charge. 

covered adj 

1 : having a cover or lid ■ a covered dish/container/jar/bowl 

2 a : having a layer of something specified on top — usually 
used in combination ■ snow -covered hills ■ sugar -covered 
cookies b : having something specified over much or all of 
the surface — usually used in combination • a graffiti- 
covered wall ■ chocolat e-covered pretzels 

3 : having a roof • a covered walkway/entrance/porch ■ a 
covered bridge — see also covered wagon 

4 US, insurance : paid for by an insurance policy • covered 
medical expenses 


covered wagon noun, pi ~ -ons [count] : a large wagon 
with a rounded top made of heavy cloth that was used in the 
past by people traveling to the western parts of North Amer¬ 
ica 

cover girl noun, pi ~ girls [count] : an attractive young 
woman whose picture is on the front of a magazine 
COV-er*ing /"kAvanrj/ noun, p/-ings [count] : an object or 
substance that goes over or on top of something especially in 
order to hide or protect it ■ The ground was hidden under a 
covering [-cover] of snow. ■ floor/wall/window coverings 
COV-er-let /’kAvalat/ noun, pi -lets [count] : a decorative 
cover for a bed : bedspread 

cover letter noun, pi ~ -ters [count] US : a letter that is 
sent with something to explain the reason for it or to give 
more information about it ■ Always include a cover letter 
with your resume. — called also (Brit) covering letter 
cover Story noun, pi ~ -rles [count] : an important story 
or article that is the main subject shown on the cover of a 
magazine ■ The magazine recently did/had a cover story on/ 
about diabetes. 

co-vert /'kouva't/ adj [more — ; most ~] : made, shown, or 
done in a way that is not easily seen or noticed : secret or 
hidden ■ a covert glance/look • He has taken part in a number 
of covert military operations. • spy agencies taking covert ac¬ 
tion — opposite overt 

— cov-ert-ly adv — cov-ert-ness noun [noncount] 
COV-er—Up /‘kAvayvp/ noun, pi -ups [count] 

1 : a planned effort to hide a dishonest, immoral, or illegal 
act or situation • The book describes the burglary and its en¬ 
suing cover-up. • The report exposes an attempted cover-up of 
the accident. 

2 : an action or a way of behaving that is meant to prevent 
people from knowing about something • His brash manner is 
just a cover-up for his insecurity. — see also cover up at 
‘cover 

COV-et /‘kAvat/ verb -ets; -et*ed; -et-ing [+ obj] : to want 
(something that you do not have) very much ■ All his life he 
has coveted [=craved, desired] success. ■ a coveted prize ■ His 
religion warns against coveting material goods. 

COV-et-OUS /'kAvatas/ adj [more most ~] formal : feeling 
or showing a very strong desire for something that you do 
not have and especially for something that belongs to some¬ 
one else ■ The expensive car drew many covetous looks. • 
They were covetous of his success. [=they envied his success] 

— cov-et-ous-ly adv ■ They eyed her jewelry covetously. 
— cov-et-ous-ness noun [noncount] 

COV-ey /'kAvi/ noun, pi -eys [count] 

1 : a small flock of birds ■ a covey of quail 

2 : a small group of people or things • A covey of schoolchil¬ 
dren approached. ■ A covey of reporters came to the event. 

1 COW /'kau/ noun, pi COWS 
[count] 

1 a : a large animal that is 
raised by people for milk 
or meat usually on a farm 
■ horses, chickens, and 
cows; especially : the adult 
female of this animal ■ 

The cows need to be 
milked twice a day. 

— compare bull, calf 
b : an adult female of 
some other large animals 
(such as elephants, whales, and seals) 

2 chiefly Brit slang, offensive : a woman who is stupid or an¬ 
noying ■ You stupid cowl 

have a cow slang : to become very angry, upset, etc. ■ Don't 
have a cowl I said I’d take care of the problem and I will. 
holy cow informal — used as an inteijection to express sur¬ 
prise or excitement ■ Holy cowl That car almost ran into us! 
till/until the cows come home informal : for a very long 
time ■ They’ll be arguing about this till the cows come home. 

— see also cash cow, sacred cow 

2 COW verb cows; cowed; cow-ing [+ obj] : to make (some¬ 
one) too afraid to do something : intimidate ■ I refuse to be 
cowed by their threats. ■ They were cowed into silence by 
threats. [=they did not complain, publicly say anything, etc., 
because they had been threatened] 

COW-ard /'kawa-d/ noun, pi -ards [count] : someone who is 
too afraid to do what is right or expected : someone who is 
not at all brave or courageous ■ a proven coward who had de¬ 
serted his troops 
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COW<ard*ice /'kaw^dns/ noun [noncount] : fear that makes 
you unable to do what is right or expected : lack of courage ■ 
soldiers accused of cowardice • acts of cowardice 
COW-ard-ly /'kawsrdli/ adj [more —; most ~] : afraid in a 
way that makes you unable to do what is right or expected 
: lacking courage ■ He insisted on avoiding a cowardly re¬ 
treat. ■ She made a cowardly decision to go along with the 
group. ■ a cowardly thief ■ a cowardly attack from behind 

— cow-ard-li-ness noun [noncount] 

COW-bell /'kau,bel/ noun, pi -bells [count] : a bell that you 
hang around the neck of a cow so that you can tell where the 
cow is 

COW-bird /‘kau.ba-d/ noun, pi -birds [count] : a brown and 
black North American bird that lays its eggs in the nests of 
other birds 

1 COW-boy /‘kau.'boi/ noun, pi -boys [count] 

1 : a man who rides a horse and whose job is to take care of 
cows or horses especially in the western U.S. ■ a movie about 
cowboys in the old West "He worked for several years as a 
cowboy on a ranch in Texas. 

2 : a man who performs in a rodeo 

3 usually disapproving : someone who has qualities that are 
commonly associated with the cowboys in movies; especially 
: someone who does things that other people consider fool¬ 
ish and dangerous • political cowboys ■ We’ve got a bunch of 
risk-taking cowboys running this project. — sometimes used 
before another noun ■ cowboy diplomacy 

2 COWboy verb -boys; -boyed; -boy-ing [no obj ] US : to 
work as a cowboy • He cowboyed in Texas and Oklahoma, 
cowboy boot noun, pi ~~ boots [count] : a type of boot 
that has a thick heel and often a decorative design on the up¬ 
per part and that is worn especially by cowboys and cowgirls 

— see picture at shoe 

cowboy hat noun, pi ~~ hats [count] : a type of soft hat 
that has a wide brim and that is worn especially by cowboys 
and cowgirls — see picture at hat 
COW-er /'kawa 1 / verb -ers; -ered; -er-ing [no obj] : to move 
back or bend your body down because you are afraid • They 
cowered at the sight of the gun. • She was cowering in the 
closet. ■! cowered behind the door. * cowering before a bully 
COW-girl /'kau,ga4/ noun, pi -girls [count] 

1 : a woman who rides a horse and whose job is to take care 
of cows or horses especially in the western U.S. 

2 : a girl or woman who performs in a rodeo 
COW-hand /'kau.hasnd/ noun, pi -hands [count] : 'cow¬ 
boy 1 

COW-herd / l kau,ha , d/ noun, pi -herds [count] : a person 
whose job is to take care of cows especially in the western 
U.S. 

COW-hide /'kao.haid/ noun [noncount]: the skin of a cow or 
leather made from it ■ a cloth made of cowhide 
COWl /'kawal/ noun, pi cowls [count] 

1 : a loose piece of clothing with a hood that a monk wears 
over other clothes; also : the hood itself 

2 a : a covering for a chimney that controls the way smoke 
flows out b : cowling 

— cowled /'kawald/ adj • cowled monks 

COW-lick / l kau l lik/ noun, pi -licks [count] chiefly US : a 
small bunch of hair on a person’s head that sticks up above 
the hair around it: a small bunch of hair that will not lie flat 
cowl-ing /'kauliD/ noun, pi -ings [count] : a metal covering 
for the engine of an airplane 

CO-WOrk-er /'kou.waJca 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a person 
who works at the place where you work : someone you 
work with 

COW-pat /'kau,p£et/ noun, pi -pats [count] chiefly Brit : cow 
PIE 

COW-pea /‘kau,pi:/ noun, pi -peas [count] chiefly US 
: BLACK-EYED PEA 

COW pie noun, pi ~ pies [count] chiefly US : a piece of solid 
waste from a cow 

COW-poke /’kao,pouk/ noun, pi -pokes [count] US, infor¬ 
mal : 'cowboy 1 ■ a movie about a couple of old cowpokes 
COW-punch-er /'kaUiPAntfa 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] informal 
+ old-fashioned : 'cowboy 1 

COW-rie also cow*ry /‘kauri/ noun, pi cow-ries [count] 

1 : a small snail that is found in warm seas 

2 : the shiny and often brightly colored shell of the cowrie *$■ 
Cowrie shells have been used as money in Africa and other 
places. 


COW-Shed /‘kau,/£d/ noun, pi -sheds [count] : a building 
where cows are kept 

COW-slip /‘kau,slip/ noun, pi -slips [count] : a wild plant 
with small yellow flowers that smell sweet 
COX /‘karks/ noun, pi cox-es [count] : a person who steers a 
rowing boat in races 

— cox verb coxes; coxed; cox-ing [+ obj] I’m not sure 
who will be coxing the boat in this race, [no obj] He coxes 
for the racing crew. 

COX-SWain /‘kcuksan/woMw,/?/ -swains [count] 

1 : a person who is in charge of and usually steers a boat 
(such as a ship’s lifeboat) 

2 : cox 

Coy /‘koi/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : having a shy or sweetly innocent quality that is often in¬ 
tended to be attractive or to get attention ■ a coy flirt ■ I 
didn’t like her coy manner. ■ a coy glance/smile 

2 : not telling or revealing all the information that could be 
revealed ■ He gave a coy answer. — often + about • Both 
companies are being coy about the merger deal. 

play coy US : to avoid giving a direct or complete answer ■ 
When asked about his next book, he played coy. 

— coy-ly adv ■ She smiled coyly. • She coyly refused to say 
anything more about it. — coy-ness noun [noncount] 

coy-ote /kai'outi/ noun, pi coy-ot-es or coyote [count]: a 
small wild animal that is related to dogs and wolves and that 
lives in North America — see picture at wolf 
1 CO-zy (US) or Brit co-sy /'kouzi/ adj co-zi-er; -est [also 
more most ~] 

1 a : small, comfortable, and warm ■ a cozy restaurant/cot¬ 
tage • The room was warm and cozy. — sometimes used in a 
joking or ironic way to describe a place that is not pleasant 
or comfortable ■ She glanced around the cramped apartment 
and said, “Well, isn’t this cozy?" b : friendly and pleasant ■ 
We had a cozy dinner with the whole family. ■ I spent a cozy 
evening reading in front of the fire. ■ a cozy chat 

2 often disapproving : suggesting or showing a closeness be¬ 
tween two people, groups, businesses, etc. : very close ■ He 
claims that there is a cozy arrangement/relationship between 
the police and the drug dealers. — often + with ■ His political 
opponents accuse him of getting/being too cozy with power¬ 
ful companies. 

— co-zi-ly (US) or Brit co-si-ly /‘kouzali/ adv • The children 
were snuggled cozily in their beds. — co-zi-ness (US) or 
Brit co-si-ness noun [noncount] • We were charmed by 
the coziness of the little cottage. 

2 COzy (US) or Brit cosy noun, pi -zies [count] : a cloth cover 
that is placed over a teapot to keep the tea hot ■ a tea cozy 
3 COzy (US) or Brit cosy verb -zies; -zied; -zy-ing 

cozy up [phrasal verb] informal : to become or try to be¬ 
come friendly with someone in order to get help or some 
advantage — usually + to ■ He has been cozying up to the 
boss lately in hopes of getting a promotion. 

CPA abbr certified public accountant 
CPI abbr consumer price index 
CpI. abbr corporal ■ Cpl. Jones 

CPR /isiiipii'aa 1 / noun [noncount] medical : a way of trying to 
save the life of someone who has stopped breathing and 
whose heart has stopped beating ■ They pulled her out of the 
swimming pool and began CPR. 4- CPR is an abbreviation 
for “cardiopulmonary resuscitation.’’ 

Cpt. abbr captain ■ Cpt. Smith 

CPU /,si:,pi:'ju:/ noun, pi CPUs [count] computers : the part 
of a computer system that performs the computer’s main 
functions and controls the other parts of the system — 
called also processor CPU is an abbreviation for “central 
processing unit.” 

1 crab /'krasb/ noun, pi crabs 

1 a [count]: a sea animal that has a hard shell, eight legs, and 
two large claws — see color picture on page C8; see also 
hermit crab, king crab b [noncount] : the meat of a 
crab eaten as food ■ We had crab for dinner. 

2 crabs [plural] medical: a medical problem in which very 
small insects (called lice) live in the hair surrounding a per¬ 
son’s sexual organs 

3 [count] US, informal : an unhappy person who complains a 
lot: grouch ■ 1 don’t know why she’s been such a crab late¬ 
ly- 

crab verb crabs; crabbed; crab-bing [no obj] 

1 : to catch or try to catch crabs ■ We crabbed in the bay on 
Saturday. 

2 US, informal : to complain about something in a way that 
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annoys people ■ He’s been crabbing about the weather all af¬ 
ternoon. 

— crabbing noun \noncount ] ■ We went crabbing in the bay 
on Saturday. ■ I’m tired of listening to his crabbing about 
the weather. 

crab apple noun, pi apples [count] : a small, sour apple 
or the kind of tree that produces it 
crab*bed /'krasbad/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : difficult to read or understand ■ crabbed handwriting 

2 : very negative : full of unhappy ideas ■ Her crabbed [-mo¬ 
rose] view of human nature makes it hard for her to trust 
people. 

crab*by /*kr£ebi/ adj crab*bi*er; -est [also more most ~] 
informal : unhappy and tending to complain a lot 
: GROUCHY ■ She gets crabby if she doesn’t get enough sleep. 
• a crabby old man 

crab*graSS /'kr£eb,gr£es, Brit 'kr£eb,gra:s/ noun [noncount] 
US : a thick type of grass that often grows and spreads 
quickly in places where it is not wanted 
crab*meat /'kr£eb,mi:t/ noun [noncount] : the meat of a 
crab eaten as food ■ mushrooms stuffed with crabmeat 
1 crack /'krsek/ verb cracks; cracked; crackling 

1 : to break (something) so that there are lines in its surface 
but it is usually not separated into pieces [+ obj] The hail¬ 
stones were big enough to crack some windows. * He cracked 
his collarbone in a skiing accident, [no obj] The mirror/glass 
cracked when she dropped it. ■ A piece of the statue cracked 
off. [=broke off] 

2 [+ obj ] : to hit or press (something) so hard that it breaks 
apart or opens suddenly ■ Workers cracked the large rock 
into three pieces so it could be moved. • The bird cracked the 
seed on a tree branch. ■ a tool used for cracking nuts ■ He 
cracked open the eggs. 

3 [+ obj] : to hit (someone or something) hard and usually 
suddenly ■ Someone cracked him over the head with a beer 
bottle. ■ The baby cracked her chin pretty hard when she fell. 
■ He fell and cracked his elbow on/against the ice. 

4 [+ obj] a : to open (a bottle or can) for drinking — usual¬ 
ly + open ■ He cracked open a beer, b : to open (a book) for 
studying or reading ■ He hardly cracked a book his whole 
first semester of college. — usually + open ■ It’s a perfect day 
to relax and crack open a good book. 

5 [+ obj] : to open (a safe) illegally without having a key, 
combination, etc. ■ Any good thief could crack this safe. 

6 [+ obj] a : to find an answer or solution to (something) ■ 
Scientists have cracked [^solved] an ancient mystery using 
new technology. ■ The police finally cracked [=broke] the 
case and arrested the murderer, b : to find the meaning of 
(a secret code) ■ He was able to crack [-break] the enemy’s 
secret code. 

7 [+ obj] : to open (something, such as a door or window) a 
small amount — usually + open • She cracked open the door 
and peeked into the room. 

8 : to cause (something) to make a sudden loud sound [+ 
obj] When the sled dogs heard her crack the whip, they broke 
into a run. ■ His habit of cracking his knuckles bothered her. 
[no obj] The sled dogs are trained to run when they hear the 
whip crack. — see also crack the whip (below) 

9 [no obj] of a voice : to change sharply in tone or pitch espe¬ 
cially because of strong emotion ■ Her voice cracked (with 
emotion) as she told them what had happened. 

10 [+ obj] informal : to tell (a joke) ■ The two of them crack 
jokes all the time. = The two of them are always cracking 
jokes. 

11 [no obj] : to lose strength or the ability to resist or fight ■ 
After hours of questioning by the police, the suspect finally 
cracked. [=finally told the police what they wanted to know] 

— often + under ■ He cracked under the pressure/stress of 
the job. 

a tough/hard nut to crack see nut 

crack a smile : to smile ■ I tried to get him to laugh, but he 
never even cracked a smile. 

crack down [phrasal verb] : to start to be strict about pun¬ 
ishing people for doing something that is illegal or not al¬ 
lowed : to enforce a law or rule more strictly ■ People have 
been violating this law for years, and now the government 
is finally starting to crack down. — often + on • Authorities 
are cracking down on companies that pollute. — see also 
CRACKDOWN 

crack into [phrasal verb] crack into (something) informal : to 
enter or get started in (something, such as a profession) • 
Its not easy to crack into [=break into] professional football. 


crack the whip : to force people to work very hard ■ The 
team needs a coach who isn’t afraid to crack the whip, 
crack up [phrasal verb] informal 1 crack up or crack (some¬ 
one) up or crack up (someone) : to begin laughing or cause 
(someone) to begin laughing suddenly and in a way that is 
difficult to control ■ When we saw the picture, we both 
cracked up. • That joke really cracks me up. [=1 think that 
joke is very funny] 2 : to become mentally ill : to lose 
control of your thoughts and emotions so that you cannot 
continue to live in a normal way • The stress was getting 
worse, and she felt herself cracking up. [=going crazy] 3 
crack up or crack up (something) also crack (something) 
up US, informal : to damage (a vehicle) by crashing ■ I 
cracked up [=crashed] on a curve in the road. ■ I cracked up 
[= crashed] the car. — see also crack-up 4 Something 
that is what/all/everything (etc.) it’s cracked up to be is as 
good as people say it is. • Is the movie really all it’s cracked 
up to be! = Is it really as good as it’s cracked up to be! This 
phrase is usually used in negative statements. ■ The new 
restaurant is not all it’s cracked up to be. When we went, the 
seivice was awful and our food was cold. 
crack wise US, informal : to say something that is funny 
and smart : to make a wisecrack • She’s always cracking 
wise. 

get cracking informal : to start doing something ■ You 
ought to get cracking [=get going; get moving] on that as¬ 
signment. [=you should start working on that assignment 
right away] 

2 crack noun, pi cracks 

1 [count] : a thin line in the surface of something that is bro¬ 
ken but not separated into pieces • The crack runs all the 
way from the top of the wall to the bottom. ■ an old patio 
with grass growing up through the cracks • The vase has a 
few fine cracks , but it is still usable. — often + in • There 
were cracks in the ice. • There is a crack in the mirror/wind¬ 
shield/glass. ■ Grass is growing up through the cracks in the 
old patio. — see also crack in someone’s or something’s armor 
at ARMOR 

2 [count] : a very narrow space or opening between two 
things or two parts of something ■ I could see them through 
the crack in the doorway. ■ Light came through the cracks in 
the walls of the barn. ■ Could you please open the window a 
crack? [=open it slightly] It’s getting hot in here. 

3 [count] : a sudden loud, sharp sound — usually singular ■ 
We heard a loud crack as the ice broke. ■ The horse was 
frightened by the crack of the whip. ■ a crack of thunder 

4 [count] : a brief change in the sound of a person’s voice es¬ 
pecially because of strong emotion — usually singular ■ 
There was a crack in her voice as she told us her story. 

5 [count] : a weakness or problem • Your theory/argument 
has a few cracks. — often + in ■ The cracks in their relation¬ 
ship were becoming evident. 

6 [count] informal: a joke or rude remark — often + about • 
They’re always making cracks [=wisecracks] about their 
teacher. * I didn’t appreciate your crack about my weight. 

7 [count] : a hard and sudden hit — usually singular ■ Some¬ 
one gave him a crack on the head with a beer bottle. 

8 [count] informal : an effort or attempt to do something — 
usually + at • She succeeded in her first crack at writing a 
novel. ■ If he’s lucky, he’ll get to take a crack at (a career in) 
professional baseball. • Let me have a crack at it. 

9 [noncount] : an illegal drug that is a form of cocaine ■ He is 
addicted to crack. ■ They were smoking crack. — called also 
crack cocaine 

a fair crack of the whip Brit, informal If you are given a 
fair crack of the whip, you are given the same chance as 
other people to do something. * They might have succeed¬ 
ed if they’d been given a fair crack of the whip, 
at the crack of dawn : very early in the morning : at dawn ■ 
We got up at the crack of dawn to go fishing. 
fall through/between the cracks also slip through/be¬ 
tween the cracks : to fail to be noticed or included with 
others ■ Parents are concerned that children who have 
trouble in school will fall through the cracks in the school 
system. [=will not be given the help they need; will gradu¬ 
ate without anyone noticing that they are unable to do the 
work] ■ The program is meant to help workers who may 
have slipped through the cracks [=who may have not been 
included in other programs] because of their age. 
crack ad), always used before a noun : very good : of excel¬ 
lent quality or ability • crack troops ■ The company has a 
crack sales force. • I hear she’s become a crack shot [=a per¬ 
son who is very good at shooting a gun] 
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Crack baby noun, pi ~~ -bies [count] chiefly US : a baby 
who is not strong and healthy at birth and whose mother 
used crack cocaine while she was pregnant 
crack*brained /'krgek'bremd/ adj [more most ~] infor¬ 
mal : very silly or foolish ■ a crackbrained artist ■ They’ve de¬ 
vised some crackbrained [harebrained, crazy] scheme, 
crack cocaine noun [noncount] : 2 crack 9 
crack-down /'kr£ek,daun/ noun, pi -downs [count] : a se¬ 
rious attempt to punish people for doing something that is 
not allowed : an increased effort to enforce a law or rule ■ 
Companies that pollute are the target of a new crackdown. 

— often + on ■ There’s been a federal crackdown on smug¬ 
gling in recent years. — see also crackdown at 1 CRACK 

cracked /'knekt l adj 

1 : having a crack or many cracks : having a damaged sur¬ 
face but usually not broken into pieces ■ a cracked wind¬ 
shield ■ The vase is cracked but it can still hold water. 

2 : having deep lines in the surface ■ the cracked leather of 
the old chair ■ His hands were sore and cracked from work¬ 
ing long hours in the cold. ■ Her lips are dried and cracked. 

3 : broken into pieces ■ cracked wheat/pepper/com 

4 not used before a noun, informal: crazy ■ Don’t pay any 
attention to her. She’s a little cracked. 

crack-er fkrsek&Z noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a dry, thin baked food that is made of flour and water 
and is often eaten with cheese ■ a plate of cheese and crackers 

— see also animal cracker, graham cracker, oyster 
CRACKER, SODA CRACKER 

2 : a person who can crack something (such as a safe or a se¬ 
cret code) ■ a safe cracker [=a criminal who can opens a safe 
illegally] ■ a code cracker 

3 chiefly Brit : a colorful paper tube that holds small gifts 
and that opens with a loud noise when the ends are pulled ■$* 
Crackers are commonly used in Britain at Christmas. ■ a 
Christmas cracker 

4 Brit, informal : a very good, amusing, or attractive person 
or thing ■ The match should be real cracker. ■ The guitarist 
played a cracker of a solo. 

5 US, informal + offensive : a poor usually Southern white 
person 

crack-er-jack /'kraka^cfesek/ adj, always used before a 
noun, US, informal : excellent or great ■ They did a cracker- 
jack job. 

Crack-erS /'krceka'z/ adj, not used before a noun, chiefly Brit, 
informal : crazy ■ This new computer program is driving 
me crackers'. ■ I think he’s gone a little crackers. 
crack-head /"krsek|hcd/ noun, pi -heads [count] informal 
: a person who smokes the illegal drug crack 
crack house noun, pi ~ houses [count] : a house or 
apartment where the illegal drug crack is made, used, or sold 
crack-ing /'krcekiij/ adj, always used before a noun, Brit, in¬ 
formal : very good or impressive ■ I think it’s a cracking sto¬ 
ry. ■ The horses set off at a cracking [=very fast] pace around 
the track. 

— cracking adv, always used before a noun, Brit, informal ■ I 
think it’s a cracking good story. 

crack-le /'krakal/ verb crack-les; crack-led; crack-ling 
[no obj ] : to make a series of short, sharp noises ■ The logs 
crackled in the fire. ■ The leaves crackled under our feet. ■ a 
crackling fire — often used figuratively ■ The air crackled 
[= sparkled ] with excitement as we prepared for the festival. 

— crackle noun, pi crackles [count] ■ You could hear the 
crackle of distant gunfire. 

crackling noun, pi -lings 

1 [count]: a series of short, shaip noises — usually singular ■ 
We heard a crackling of leaves behind us. 

2 [count, noncount]: the crisp skin of a roasted animal (such 
as a pig) eaten as food ■ pork/duck cracklings 

crack-ly /'krseksli/ adj [more —; most ~] 

1 : having or making a series of short, sharp noises ■ a crack- 
ly voice ■ the crackly sound of the old record 

2 US : thin and easily cracked ■ Die bread has a crackly 
[=crisp] crust. 

crack-pot /'krsek.pa.t/ noun, pi -pots [count] informal : a 
person who is crazy or very strange ■ Some crackpot in a 
clown suit is out there directing traffic. 

— crackpot adj, always used before a noun ■ a crackpot phi¬ 
losophy/idea 

Crack—up /'kr£ek,Ap/ noun, pi -ups [count] US, informal 

1 : an accident in which a vehicle is badly damaged ■ She got 
into a crack-up on her way back from the city. 

2 : nervous breakdown ■ He had a crack-up in his late 


50s and never quite recovered. — see also crack up at 
1 CRACK 

1 cra-dle /'kreidj/ noun, pi cra-dles [count] 

1 : a bed for a baby that is usually designed to rock back and 
forth when pushed gently ■ She rocked the cradle. — some¬ 
times used figuratively ■ He learned to play chess when he 
was barely out of the cradle. [=when he was very young] 

2 formal : the place where something begins — usually sin¬ 
gular; usually + of m the cradle of civilization/liberty 

3 : something that is used to hold or support something else • 
She placed the phone back on its cradle. ■ A number of ships 
were resting in their cradles in the shipyard. 

4 Brit : a platform designed to move up and down the sides 
of a building so that workers can paint, clean, etc. 

from (the) cradle to (the) grave : from the beginning until 
the end of life ■ He led a life of hardship from the cradle to 
the grave. ■ Die book describes her life from cradle to grave, 
rob the cradle US, informal : to date or marry someone 
who is much younger than you ■ His friends accused him 
of robbing the cradle when they saw how young his girl¬ 
friend was. 

— see also CAT'S cradle 

2 cradle verb cra-dles; era-died; cra-dling [+ obj] : to hold 
(something or someone) gently in your arms or hands ■ He 
cradled her face in his hands. ■ She was cradling the injured 
man’s head in her arms. ■ cradle a baby 
1 craft /‘kreeft. Brit ‘kra.ft/ noun, pi crafts 

1 [count] : an activity that involves making something in a 
skillful way by using your hands ■ The potter has been study¬ 
ing his craft [handicraft] for two decades. ■ the croft of pot¬ 
tery/basketry 

2 [count] : a job or activity that requires special skill ■ the 
croft of songwriting/acting ■ a photographer’s croft 

3 crafts [plural] : objects made by skillful use of the hands ■ 
The store sells crafts [handicrafts] from around the world. ■ 
There’s a crafts fair [=an event at which crafts are sold] at the 
school this Saturday. — see also arts and crafts 

4 pi craft [count] a : a usually small boat ■ a fishing croft ■ 
We saw many fishing boats and pleasure craft [=boats used 
for pleasure rather than work] on the bay. b : an airplane, 
helicopter, or spacecraft ■ The croft landed safely despite en¬ 
gine trouble. — see also hovercraft, landing craft 

2 craft verb crafts; craft-ed; craft-ing [+ obj] : to make or 
produce (something) with care or skill ■ The furniture is 
crofted from bamboo. ■ He is crafting a new sculpture. ■ beau¬ 
tifully crafted wine/shoes/stories ■ She crofted a strategy to 
boost the company’s earnings. 

— craft-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a crofter of arguments/fic¬ 
tion 

craftS-man /'krceftsmsn, Brit 'kraiftsman/ noun, pi -men 
/-man/ [count] 

1 : a person (especially a man) who makes beautiful objects 
by hand ■ Skilled craftsmen carved the enormous mantel. ■ 
He is a master craftsman who works with marble. 

2 : a person (especially a man) who is very skilled at doing 
something ■ As a writer/photographer/musician, he has de¬ 
veloped into a true craftsman. 

— crafts-man-like /'krasftsmsn^aik, Brit 'kra:ftsman,Iaik/ 
adj [more most ~] ■ his craftsmanlike approach to song¬ 
writing 

crafts-man-ship /'krseftsmsnjip, Brit 'kra.ftsmanjip/ 
noun [noncount] 

1 : skillful work ■ Die table is a fine piece of craftsmanship. ■ 
The poem is a fine example of literary craftsmanship. 

2 : the quality of something made with great skill ■ The fine 
craftsmanship of the table is remarkable. ■ Critics have ad¬ 
mired the craftsmanship of her poetry. 

Crafts-per-SOn / l kr£efts,p»si), Brit 'kra:fts,p3:sn/ noun, pi 
-people [count] : a person who makes beautiful objects by 
hand : a craftsman or craftswoman 
CraftS-WOm-an /*kr£efts,wuni3n, Brit , kra:fts,wum3n/ 
noun, pi -wom-en /-,wim3n/ [count] : a woman who makes 
beautiful objects by hand 

crafty /*kr£efti, Brit 'kraifti/ adj craft-i-er; -est [also more 
most ~] : clever in usually a deceptive or dishonest way ■ 
a crafty schemer/plotter ■ a crafty scheme 

— craft-i-ly /'krceftali, Brit 'kraiftali/ adv ■ a craftily designed 
plan — craft-i-ness noun [noncount] 

Crag /'krseg/ noun, pi crags [count] : a high and very steep 
area of rock on a mountain or cliff ■ The goat stood on the 
mountain crag. 

crag-gy /'kriegi/ adj craggier; -est 
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1 : having many crags ■ a craggy island 

2 : rough in a way that suggests strength ■ a famous actor 
who is known for his craggy good looks ■ his white hair and 
craggy face ■ a craggy voice 

1 cram /'knem/ verb crams; crammed; cram*ming 

1 [+ obj]: to fill (something) so that there is no room for any¬ 
thing else : to fill (something) completely ■ He crammed the 
suitcase with his clothes. ■ Before the trip I crammed my 
head with information about Spain. ■ Protesters crammed 
the streets. — often used as (be) crammed ■ With so many 
guests, the house was really crammed, [^packed] ■ The little 
store is crammed full of books. ■ The museum felt crammed 
with statues. ■ My schedule is totally crammed [=full\ this 
week. Can we meet next week? 

2 [+ obj] a : to push or force (someone or something) into a 
space that is tight or crowded — usually + into or in ■ He 
tried to cram all his clothes in/into one suitcase. ■ We can 
cram [=pack, squeeze ] six people into my car. ■ The instructor 
crammed a lot of information into one week. — see also 
cram in (below) b [no obj] : to push or force yourself into 
a space that is tight or crowded — usually + into ■ We all 
crammed into one car. • Thousands of people crammed into 
the stadium. 

3 a [no obj] : to prepare for a test, exam, etc., by learning a 
lot of information quickly — usually + for ■ He’s cramming 
for the exam tomorrow, b [+ obj] chiefly Brit : to prepare 
(someone) for a test, exam, etc., by teaching a lot of informa¬ 
tion quickly — usually + for • The class crams students for 
the exam. 

cram in [phrasal verb] cram in (someone or something) or 
cram (someone or something) in : to make a special effort 
to meet with (someone) or to do (something) although you 
are very busy ■ I can cram you in this afternoon. ■ We 
crammed in as much sightseeing as possible on our trip to 
New York City. 

2 cram /'krzem/ noun, pi crams [count] US : a quick period of 
study in order to learn a lot of information quickly for a test, 
exam, etc. — usually used before another noun ■ We're hav¬ 
ing a cram session tonight to prepare for tomorrow’s test. ■ 
She’s taking a cram course. 4- A cram school is a school de¬ 
signed to help students prepare for exams and get into better 
schools. • Like many Japanese students, she attends a cram 
school in the evening. 

cram-mer /'kram?/ noun, pi -mers [count] 

1 US : a person who prepares for a test, exam, etc. by learn¬ 
ing a lot of information quickly : a person who crams for a 
test ■ a group of last-minute crammers 

2 Brit : a special school or book that prepares people for a 
test, exam, etc., by teaching a lot of information quickly 

1 cramp /'krzemp/ noun, pi cramps 

1 : a sudden painful tightening of muscle in a part of the 
body [count] (US) ■ I got a cramp in my leg while running. 
[noncount] (Brit) ■ I got cramp in my leg while running. 

— see also writer’s cramp 

2 cramps [plural] chiefly US : sharp pains in the stomach 
and the area near it especially because of menstruation ■ She 
gets bad cramps every month. 

— crampy adj ■ crampy abdominal pain 
2 cramp verb cramps; cramped; cramping 

1 a [+ obj\: to cause (a part of the body) to feel pain because 
of tight muscles : to cause a cramp in (your hand, foot, etc.) 
■ Writing for such a long time may cramp your hand, b [no 
obj] : to have a sudden painful tightening of muscles : to ex¬ 
perience a cramp or cramps ■ His leg was cramping so badly 
he could hardly move it. — often + up ■ My hand kept 
cramping up. 

2 [+ obj] : to prevent (something) from developing or grow¬ 
ing freely ■ The new regulations may cramp the company's 
financial growth. 

3 [+ obj] : to prevent (someone) from behaving or expressing 
emotions freely — usually used as (be) cramped • She felt 
cramped [=hemmed in] by the school’s strict regulations. A 
Someone or something that cramps your style prevents you 
from behaving the way you want. ■ He’s not used to formali¬ 
ty and finds that formal settings cramp his style. 

— cramping noun [noncount] ■ The medication may cause 
abdominal cramping. 

Cramped adj [more most ~] 

1 a : not having enough space inside : too small and crowd¬ 
ed ■ The family has been living in the cramped apartment for 
three months. ■ They have been working in cramped condi¬ 
tions. b : not having enough space to move freely : feeling 


crowded and uncomfortable ■ We were pretty cramped in¬ 
side the tiny cabin. 

2 : small and having parts too close together ■ It’s impossible 
to read his cramped handwriting. ■ The keyboard is too 
cramped to be used by someone with normal-sized hands. 
cram*pon /'krzem,pa:n/ noun, pi -pons [count] : a piece of 
metal with sharp points on the bottom that is worn by moun¬ 
tain climbers on the bottom of boots to make it easier to 
walk on ice and snow — usually plural ■ a pair of crampons 
cran«ber«ry /'krzen,beri, Brit 'krzenbari/ noun, pi -ries 

1 [count] : a small, dark red berry or the plant that produces 
it — often used before another noun ■ cranberry sauce/juice 
■ cranberry bogs — see color picture on page C5 

2 [noncount] : a dark red color 

— cranberry adj ■ a cranberry [=dark red] sweater 
1 crane /'krein/ noun, pi cranes [count] 

1 : a big machine with a long arm that is used by builders for 
lifting and moving heavy things • a crane operator [=a person 
who operates a crane] 

2 : a type of tall bird that has a long neck and long legs and 
lives near water 

2 crane verb cranes; craned; cran-ing : to stretch out 
(your neck) in order to see better [+ obj] We craned our 
necks toward the stage, [no obj] Everyone in the crowd was 
craning forward (to see her). 

crane fly noun, pi ~ flies [count] Brit: a type of fly that has 
a long thin body, two wings, and long legs — called also 
(Brit) daddy longlegs 

cra-ni-al /'kreinijal/ adj, always used before a noun, medical 
: of or relating to the bones of the head that cover the brain 
: of or relating to the skull or cranium ■ cranial capacity/in¬ 
juries 

cra-ni-um /'kreinijam/ noun, pi -ni-ums or -nia /-nija/ 
[count] technical : skull 
1 crank /'krzeijk/ noun, pi cranks [count] 

1 : a machine part with a handle that can be turned in a cir¬ 
cular motion to move something ■ To open the car window, 
turn the crank on the door. 

2 informal + usually disapproving a : a person who has 
strange ideas or thinks too much about one thing ■ He was 
dismissed as a crank until his article was published. ■ Most 
people think she’s just a harmless crank, b US : a person 
who is often angry or easily annoyed : grouch • a bad- 
tempered old crank 

2 crank verb cranks; cranked; cranking [+ obj\ 

1 : to move (something) by turning a crank — usually + up 
or down ■ Will you crank up/down [=roll up/down] the win¬ 
dow? 

2 informal : to increase (something) especially by a large 
amount ■ He cranked the temperature to 75 degrees. — usu¬ 
ally + up • Crank up [-turn up] the volume. ■ The company is 
looking for new ways to crank up production. 

3 : to start or try to start (an engine) by using a crank or 
some other method to get it moving ■ Crank the engine to see 
if it will start. 

4 US, informal : to move (something) in a circular motion ■ 
He cranked [=tumed] the steering wheel quickly to the left. 
crank out [phrasal verb] crank out (something) or crank 

(something) out informal : to produce (something) quickly 
or carelessly ■ The factory cranks out hundreds of cars ev¬ 
ery day. ■ Not many musicians are able to crank out an al¬ 
bum in just six months. ■ He cranked out the report in less 
than an hour. 

3 crank adj, always used before a noun : made or sent as a joke 
or to cause harm ■ an anonymous crank call ■ He received a 
threatening crank letter. 

crank-case /'krzei)k,keis/ noun, pi -cas-es [count] techni¬ 
cal : the part of an engine that contains the crankshaft 

— see picture at engine 

Crank-Shaft /'krzeqkjzeft, Brit 'krzeqkjaift/ noun, pi 
-shafts [count] technical: a long metal piece that connects a 
vehicle’s engine to the wheels and helps turn them — see 
picture at engine 

cranky /'krzeqki/ adj crank-i-er; -est [also more most 
~] informal 

1 chiefly US: easily annoyed or angered ■ I’ve been cranky all 
day because I didn’t get enough sleep. ■ bored and cranky 
kids ■ a cranky baby [=a baby that cries and wants a lot of at¬ 
tention] 

2 Brit: strange or weird ■ cranky ideas/theories 

— crank-i-ness noun [noncount] ■ I apologize for my crank¬ 
iness yesterday. 
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Cran-ny /'krseni/ noun, pi -nies [count] : a small opening or 
space ■ We saw strange, colorful creatures in the crannies of 
the reef while scuba diving. ■ We explored every cranny of 
the old castle. — sometimes used figuratively ■ The book ex¬ 
plores every cranny of her life. — see also every nook and 
cranny at nook. 

1 Crap /'kr«ep /noun, informal + impolite 

1 [noncount] : something that is worthless, unimportant, or 
of poor quality ■ She treats him like (a piece of) crap. ■ We 
have a lot of crap [=junk] in the garage. 

2 [noncount] : foolish or untrue words or ideas : nonsense 

■ You don’t believe all that crap , do you? ■ “Do you think 
they’re telling the truth7” “No, I think they’re full of crap." • 1 
heard what they said to you, and I think it’s a load/pile of 
crap. • ( US) It’s all a bunch of crap. ■ Cut the crap [=stop ly¬ 
ing] and tell me what really happened. 

3 [noncount] : bad or unfair behavior or treatment ■ Do what 
I say, and don’t give me any crap. ■ He’s a tough teacher who 
won’t take crap from anyone. ■ I won’t stand for your crap 
any longer. = I won’t put up with your crap any longer. 

4 a [noncount] : solid waste passed out of the body : feces 
b [singular] : the act of passing solid waste from the body — 
used in the phrases take a crap and ( Brit ) have a crap 

5 — used for emphasis after words like score, frighten, and 
beat ■ That movie scared the crap out of me. [=scared me 
very badly] ■ The boxer beat the crap out of his opponent. 
give a crap : to care at all about someone or something ■ 

Who gives a crap? [=who cares?] — usually used in nega¬ 
tive statements ■ She doesn’t give a crap about us. 
like crap : very badly ■ I sing like crap. [=1 am a terrible sing¬ 
er] -$■ If you feel like crap, you feel very sick, unhappy, etc. 
■ I got drunk at the party, and the next morning I felt like 
crap. [=1 felt sick] 

2 crap verb craps: crapped; crap.ping [no obj ] informal + 
impolite : to pass solid waste from the body : defecate ■ 
The puppy crapped on the floor. 

3 crap adj, chiefly Brit slang, impolite : of poor quality : not 
good ■ The DJ played some crap [-crappy] music. ■ I’m crap 
at golf. — compare “’crap 

4 Crap adj, always used before a noun : of or relating to the 
game of craps ■ a crap game/table — compare 3 crap 
crap-o-la Akrcep'oula/ noun [noncount] US slang 

1 : something that is useless or unimportant : crap ■ The 
furniture in the garage is crapola. 

2 : foolish or untrue words or ideas : crap ■ Everything he 
says is just a bunch of crapola. 

crap*per /'krcepa'/ noun 
the crapper informal + impolite : a toilet 
crap'Py /'krcepi/ adj crap-pi*er, -est informal + impolite 
: of poor quality : not good : lousy • crappy music/weather 

■ I think that was the crappiest movie I’ve ever seen. ■ I felt 
crappy all day yesterday. 

craps /'krseps/ noun [plural] : a game played for money with 
two dice ■ They were playing/shooting craps in the back of 
the room. 

crap*ShOOt /'krsepj’uit/ noun, pi -shoots [count] US 
: something that could produce a good or bad result — usu¬ 
ally singular ■ Choosing a restaurant can be a real crapshoot 
when you’re in an unfamiliar city. 

1 crash /*krsef/ verb crash-es; crashed; crashing 

1 a [no obj] : to hit something hard enough to cause serious 
damage or destruction ■ Investigators are still trying to deter¬ 
mine why the airplane crashed. [=why the airplane hit the 
ground] — often + into ■ The car crashed into the fence/wall/ 
guardrail. ■ She crashed into another car. ■ A large meteorite 
may have crashed into the Earth 65 million years ago. b [+ 
obj] : to damage (a vehicle) by causing it to hit something ■ 
She crashed the car into a tree, but no one was hurt. ■ He has 
crashed two cars, a truck, and a motorcycle. 

2 a always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj ] : to 
make a loud noise by falling, hitting something, etc. • We lis¬ 
tened to the waves crashing against the shore. ■ The stunt¬ 
man crashed through the window on a motorcycle. ■ The 
walls crashed down around them. ■ He came crashing [-tear¬ 
ing] through the woods. ■ The books crashed to the floor. ■ 
The whole stack of cans came crashing down. [=fell down 
with a lot of noise and force] — sometimes used figuratively 

■ The whole theory came crashing down when it was revealed 
that some of the supporting evidence had been falsified. ■ His 
world came crashing down when he lost his job. b [no obj] 

: to make a loud noise ■ The cymbals crashed and the trum¬ 
pets blew. ■ Thunder crashed as the rain started to pour. C 


[+ obj] : to cause two things to hit against each other and 
make a loud noise ■ He crashed the cymbals together. 

4 a [no obj] of a computer : to stop working suddenly ■ My 
computer keeps crashing, b [+ obj] : to cause (a computer) 
to stop working suddenly ■ This program always crashes my 
computer. 

5 [no obj] informal a : to go to sleep ■ I was exhausted after 
the long flight, so I just checked into the hotel and crashed. 
b : to stay or live for a short time with someone ■ You can 
crash [=sleep] here tonight. ■ She’s crashing with friends for a 
few days while her apartment is being repaired. 

6 [no obj] of a business, price, market, etc. : to go down in val¬ 
ue very suddenly and quickly ■ They lost thousands of dol¬ 
lars when the stock market crashed. 

7 [+ obj] informal: to go to (a party) without being invited ■ 
He tried to crash the party but they wouldn’t let him in. 

8 [+ obj] US, sports : to move very quickly and forcefully to¬ 
ward (something, such as the goal in ice hockey) ■ The play¬ 
ers crashed the net. 

crash and burn US, informal : to fail completely ■ The com¬ 
pany crashed and burned after only two years in business. 

— crash-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a party crasher 
2 crash noun, pi crashes [count] 

1 : an accident in which a vehicle is seriously damaged or 
destroyed by hitting something ■ He was injured in a car 
crash. ■ Investigators are still trying to determine the cause of 
the crash. ■ a train/airplane crash ■ An ambulance arrived at 
the crash site/scene within minutes. 

2 ; a very loud noise — usually singular ■ The pot/glass fell 
to the floor with a crash. ■ We listened to the crash of waves 
in the distance. ■ He ended the song with a crash of cymbals. 

■ a crash of thunder 

3 : an occurrence in which a computer suddenly stops work¬ 
ing ■ I am always experiencing computer crashes. 

4 : a sudden and extreme fall or drop in amount or value ■ 
They lost thousands of dollars in the stock market crash. • a 
species of fish that has undergone a population crash 

crash barrier noun, pi ~ -ers [count] Brit : guardrail 
crash course noun, pi ~ courses [count] : a class in 
which a lot of information is taught in a short period of time 

■ Before her trip, she took a crash course in Russian culture 
and history at the local university. — sometimes used figura¬ 
tively ■ Taking care of his sister’s children was a crash course 
in parenting for him. 

crash diet noun, pi ~ -ets [count] : a way of losing a lot of 
weight very quickly by limiting how much you eat ■ He went 
on a crash diet and lost 20 pounds in a month, 
crash helmet noun, pi ~ -mets [count] : a very strong, 
hard hat that is worn to protect your head when you are 
riding a bicycle, motorcycle, etc. 

Crashing adj, always used before a noun, informal : very bad 

— used to make a negative statement more forceful ■ The 
book is a crashing bore. [=the book is extremely boring] ■ 
The movie was a crashing failure. 

a crashing halt chiefly US : a complete and sudden end ■ 
When news of the scandal broke, her career came to a 
crashing halt. ■ Construction of the tunnel was brought to a 
crashing halt when the funds ran out. 
crash-land /'krceJMcend/ verb -lands; -land*ed; -land¬ 
ing : to land (an airplane, helicopter, etc.) in an unusual way 
because of an emergency [+ obj] The pilot crash-landed the 
plane in the field, [no obj] The pilot crash-landed in the field. 

— crash landing noun, pi ~ -ings [count] ■ The pilot had 
to make a crash landing. 

crass /'krses/ adj crass-er; -est [also more most ~] dis¬ 
approving : having or showing no understanding of what is 
proper or acceptable : rude and insensitive ■ A few people 
seemed shocked by her crass comments. 

— crassdy adv • They were joking crassly about her appear¬ 
ance. — crass-ness noun [noncount] 

1 crate /'kreit/ noun, pi crates [count] 

1 a : a large wooden or plastic box used for moving things 
from one place to another ■ The bear arrived at the zoo in a 
crate. ■ packing/shipping crates • crates of apples/equipment 
b : a metal or plastic container that is used to hold bottles ■ 
Each milk crate holds nine bottles, c : the amount of some¬ 
thing contained in a crate ■ They used a crate of oranges to 
make enough juice for everyone. 

2 old-fashioned : an old car or airplane that is in bad condi¬ 
tion ■ One day the old crate just wouldn’t start. 

2 crate verb crates; crat-ed; crat-ing [+ obj\ : to pack 
(something) in a crate ■ The equipment was crated today and 
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will be shipped tomorrow. — often + up • The bear was crat¬ 
ed up and shipped to the zoo. 

1 cra*ter /'kreita*/ noun, pi -ters [count] 

1 : a large round hole in the ground made by the explosion 
of a bomb or by something falling from the sky ■ Scientists 
believe the enormous crater was created by the impact of a 
meteorite thousands of years ago. 

2 : the area on top of a volcano that is shaped like a bowl ■ 
We flew over the crater of the volcano in a helicopter. 

— cratered /'kreita-d/ adj • a cratered moon/surface 
2 crater verb -ters; -tered; -ter*irig [no obj ] US, informal: to 

fail or fall suddenly ■ The deal cratered when neither party 
could agree on the final price. ■ Stock prices cratered after 
the companies’ merger. 

cra*vat /kra'vget/ noun, pi -vats [count]: a short, wide piece 
of cloth that is worn around the neck by men with its ends 
tucked inside the collar of a shirt or sweater 
crave /'kreiv/ verb craves; craved; cravdng [+ obj] : to 
have a very strong desire for (something) • Like many celeb¬ 
rities, he craves attention. ■ I was craving french fries, so I 
pulled into the nearest fast-food restaurant. 

Cra*ven /'kreivan/ adj [more most —] formal : having or 
showing a complete lack of courage : very cowardly ■ a cra¬ 
ven decision ■ craven compromises 

— cra*ven*ly adv ■ He craventy fled from the scene, 
crav-ing /'kreivig/ noun, pi -ings [count]: a very strong de¬ 
sire for something ■ I had/felt a sudden craving for french 
fries, so I pulled into the nearest fast-food restaurant. 

Craw /'kra:/ noun, pi craws [count] : an area in a bird’s 
throat in which food can be kept : CROP 
stick in your craw informal If something sticks in your 
craw you are very annoyed by it or cannot accept it be¬ 
cause you think it is wrong or unfair. ■ What really sticks in 
my craw is the way he acts as if he’s done nothing wrong. 
craw*dad /'kra^dsed/ noun, pi -dads [count, noncount] US, 
informal : crayfish — used especially in the southern U.S. 
craw-fish /'kra^fiJV noun, pi crawfish [count, noncount] 
US : CRAYFISH 

1 crawl /'kra:1 /verb crawls; crawled; crawl-ing 

1 [no obj] a : to move on your hands and knees ■ Does the 
baby crawl yet? ■ We got down on our knees and crawled 
through a small opening. ■ The baby crawled across the floor 
toward her mother, b : to move with the body close to or 
on the ground ■ The soldiers crawled forward on their bellies. 
■ The snake crawled into its hole. ■ There’s a spider crawling 
[=moving forward on its legs] up the wall. 

2 a [no obj] : to move slowly • They're doing construction on 
the road, so traffic is crawling. ■ I worked late into the night, 
and it was 2 a.m. before I finally crawled into bed. ■ The bus 
crawled along the rough and narrow road. ■ The days slowly 
crawled by. ■ Traffic has crawled to a stop/standstill. [=has 
come to a complete stop after moving very slowly] ■ Work on 
the project has crawled to a standstill, b [+ obj] : to move 
slowly on, across, or through (something) ■ We all got into 
the old truck and crawled the streets of the city looking for 
him. 

3 [no obj]: to be full of many people, insects, animals, etc. — 
usually used in the phrase be crawling with • The courthouse 
is crawling [= teeming] with reporters today. ■ The table was 
crawling with ants. 

4 [no obj] Brit, informal + disapproving : to be extremely nice 
to someone in order to get approval or some advantage for 
yourself ■ He’s been crawling [-creeping] to the boss for 
months, so it’s no surprise he got a promotion. 

come/go crawling to informal If you come!go crawling 
(back) to someone, you go to someone for help or approval 
in a way that shows you are weak or sorry for what you 
have done. ■ Don't come crawling to me for help later if you 
aren't going to listen to me now. ■ He’s gone crawling back 
to his old girlfriend. 

crawl out of the woodwork see woodwork 
make your skin/flesh crawl If something makes your 
skin/flesh crawl , it causes you to have an uncomfortable 
feeling of fear or disgust. ■ Just thinking about being down 
in that dark cave makes my skin crawl. 

— crawl-er /'kra :\zr/ noun, pi -ers [count] ■ Both babies are 
crawlers now. — see also night crawler 

2 crawl noun [singular] 

1 : a very slow speed ■ Near the construction site, traffic had 
slowed to a crawl. ■ The bus was moving along at a crawl. 

2 : a way of swimming in which the swimmer lies facing 
down in the water and moves first one arm over the head 


and then the other while kicking the legs ■ Her strongest 
stroke is the crawl. 

- see also pub crawl 

Crawl space noun, pi ~ spaces [count] US : a space under 
the first floor or roof of a building that is not high enough to 
stand up in 

Cray-fish /'krei,fiJV noun, pi crayfish [count] : an animal 
that looks like a small lobster and lives in rivers and streams 

— see color picture on page C8 

cray*on /'kreiiain/ noun, pi -ons : a stick of colored wax 
that is used for drawing [count] a box of crayons [noncount] 
The drawing is done in crayon. — often used before another 
noun ■ crayon drawings 

- crayon verb -ons; -oned; -on-ing [+ obj] Which one of 
you children crayoned the wall? [=drew on the wall with a 
crayon] [no obj] Which child crayoned on the wall? 

Craze /'kreiz/ noun, pi craz*es [count] : something that is 
very popular for a period of time ■ the latest dance/fashion/ 
music craze — often + for ■ I don’t understand the current 
craze for low-fat diets. 

crazed /'kreizd/ adj [more most ~] : wild and uncon¬ 
trolled ■ a crazed killer ■ The crazed look in his eyes fright¬ 
ened me. ■ the crazed ramblings/rantings of a lunatic ■ an ad¬ 
dict crazed with drugs [=made crazy by drugs] ■ The prisoner 
was crazed [=made crazy] by pain and fear. 

1 cra*ZV /‘kreizi/ acjj cra-zi-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : not sane: such as a usually offensive : having or showing 
severe mental illness ■ a hospital for crazy people ^ This 
sense is no longer used in a serious way and is now usually 
considered offensive. The phrase mentally ill is preferred, b 
: unable to think in a clear or sensible way ■ She’s crazy with 
jealousy. ■ He’s been acting kind of crazy lately. C — used 
in the phrase drive/make (someone) crazy to describe annoy¬ 
ing or bothering someone very much ■ It makes me crazy [=1 
feel very annoyed] when people drive like that. ■ That noise 
is driving me crazy. [=it is really annoying me] ■ The kids were 
driving the teacher crazy. — see also stir-crazy 

2 : wild and uncontrolled ■ He had a crazy [-crazed, insane, 
wild] look in his eyes. 

3 : very foolish or unreasonable ■ He likes to drive at crazy 
[=insane] speeds. ■ There are a lot of crazy drivers on the 
streets. ■ You are crazy to have paid so much for this car. ■ 
You would be crazy not to accept their offer! * What a crazy 
thing to do! 

4 : very strange or unusual ■ She likes crazy hair colors, like 
pink and blue. ■ How do you think of all these crazy ideas? ■ I 
love to listen to my uncle’s crazy stories about his job. 

5 : liking someone or something very much : very fond of or 
enthusiastic about someone or something ■ She’s crazy for 
anything having to do with Japanese animation. ■ teenagers 
who are girl/boy crazy [=very interested in girls/boys] — of¬ 
ten + about • They are crazy about each other. [=they like 
each other a lot] ■ He wasn’t crazy about making the trip, but 
was glad he did in the end. ■ She is crazy about baseball. 

go crazy 1 : to become mentally ill : to go insane ■ She 
went crazy and started to think everyone was trying to kill 
her. — usually used in an exaggerated way ■ I must be go¬ 
ing crazy. I can’t find my car keys anywhere. ■ He kept 
honking his horn, and I thought I would go (completely) 
crazy if he didn’t stop. 2 : to act in a way that is out of 
control : to act wildly ■ We were just talking when he sud¬ 
denly went crazy and started screaming and breaking 
things. ■ Everybody at the party was dancing and basically 
going crazy. ■ The crowd went crazy [=became very excited] 
when the team won the championship. 
like crazy informal 1 : with a lot of energy and speed ■ 
They’ve been working like crazy [=very hard] since dawn. 
2 : very quickly ■ Cars were selling like crazy. ■ He's been 
spending money like crazy. 3 : very much ■ When I broke 
my leg it hurt like crazy. 

— cra-zMy /'kreizali/ adv ■ behaving crazily — cra*zi*ness 
noun [noncount] • the craziness [=insanity] of war 

2 crazy noun, pi -zies [count] chiefly US, informal : a person 
who is crazy ■ A bunch of crazies live there, 
crazy adv, US, informal : very or extremely ■ I bought some 
crazy good/cheap stuff there. 

crazy bone noun, pi ~ bones [count] US : funny bone 
Crazy golf noun [noncount] Brit: miniature golf 
Crazy paving noun [noncount] Brit : many pieces of stone 
of different shapes and sizes that are placed together to form 
a path or other surface 
crazy quilt noun, pi ~ quilts [count] US 
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1 : a covering for a bed that is made of many pieces of cloth 
in different sizes without a regular design 

2 : a confused mix of things ■ a crazy quilt [= hodgepodge] of 
regulations ■ a crazy quilt of streets 

— crazy—quilt adj, always used before a noun ■ a crazy-quilt 
pattern ■ crazy-quilt streets 

creak /'kri-.k/ verb creaks; creaked; creak-ing [no obj] 
: to make a long, high sound : to make a sound like the 
sound made by an old door when it opens or closes ■ The 
door creaked open. = The door made a creaking sound as it 
opened. • The old floorboards creaked under our feet. • The 
porch roof creaked with the heavy weight of the snow. 

— creak noun, pi creaks [count] • We heard the creak of 
door as it opened. 

creaky /'kriiki/ adi creak»i»er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : making a creaking sound ■ creaky floorboards 

2 : no longer working well : old and in bad condition ■ The 
new governor promises to work to revive the state’s creaky 
economy. • a computer system that is creaky with age 

1 cream /'kri.m/ noun, pi creams 

1 [noncount] : the thick part of milk that rises to the top 
: the part of milk that contains fat ■ Would you like some 
cream in your coffee? • strawberries and cream ■ hot choco¬ 
late with whipped cream — see also clotted cream, 
HEAVY CREAM, SOUR CREAM, WHIPPING CREAM 

2 : a food that is made with cream [noncount] cream of to¬ 
mato soup ■ a chocolate candy with a vanilla cream center 
[count] a box of coconut creams [=chocolate candies filled 
with a coconut and cream mixture] — see also cream 
CHEESE, CREAM OF TARTAR, CREAM PUFF, ICE CREAM 

3 : a very thick liquid or soft substance that is rubbed into 
the skin to make it softer or is used as a medicine for the skin 
[noncount] The doctor prescribed a new cream for the rash. ■ 
Do you have any hand cream ? [=hand lotion] [count] a cab¬ 
inet full of special creams and pills — see also cold cream, 
SHAVING CREAM, SUN CREAM 

4 the cream : the best part of something • a party attended 
by the cream of society — see also the cream of the crop at 
'crop 

5 [count, noncount] : a pale yellowish color that is close to 
white — see color picture on page C2 

like the cat that got the cream see cat 

— cream adj ■ a cream [=cream-colored] sweater 
2 cream verb creams; creamed; creaming [+ obj] 

1 : to stir or mix (ingredients) until they are soft and smooth 
■ Cream the butter and sugar, and then add the eggs. 

2 US, irformal a : to defeat (a person or team) easily and 
completely — usually used as (be/get) creamed ■ Our team 
got creamed in the play-offs, b : to hit (someone) very hard 

— usually used as (be/get) creamed ■ She was creamed by an¬ 
other skier as she was coming down the slope. • The surfer 
got creamed by a huge wave. 

cream off [phrasal verb] cream off (someone or something) 
or cream (someone or something) off chiefly Brit : to re¬ 
move (the best part) from something : to take (someone or 
something) away for yourself ■ Most of the profit was 
creamed off by the government. ■ The best students are 
creamed off to attend other schools. 

— creamed adj • creamed corn/spinach/onions [=com/spin- 
ach/onions in a sauce made with cream] 

Cream Cheese noun [noncount] : a soft white cheese made 
from milk and cream 

Cream—Colored adj : having a pale yellowish color that is 
close to white • The sheets are cream-colored. 
cream-er /'kriima 1 / noun, pi -ers 

1 [count] US : a small container that is used for serving 
cream ■ a matching sugar bowl and creamer 

2 [count, noncount] : a liquid or powder that is used instead 
of cream in coffee or tea ■ a nondairy creamer 

crearmery /'kri.mari/ noun, pi -er-ies [count] : a place 
where butter and cheese are made or where milk and cream 
are prepared or sold 

Cream Of tartar noun [noncount] : a type of white salt that 
is used especially in cooking and baking 
Cream puff noun, pi — puffs [count] US 

1 : a type of light pastry that is filled with whipped cream or 
a sweetened cream filling and often topped with chocolate 

— called also (Brit) profiterole 

2 informal: a weak person : a person who can be easily con¬ 
trolled or defeated ■ We’ll never win with a bunch of cream 
puffs on our team! 

3 informal: a used car that is in very good condition 


Cream soda noun, pi ~ -das [count, noncount] : a type of 
sweet, bubbly soft drink that is flavored with vanilla 
Cream tea noun, pi ~ teas [count] Brit : a small meal eaten 
in the afternoon that includes tea with scones, jam, and 
cream 

creamy /'krkmi/ adj cream-i*er; -est [also more most 
~] 

1 a : made with cream or tasting like cream • a rich, creamy 
flavor b : thick and smooth ■ a creamy salad dressing ■ The 
sauce has a smooth, creamy texture. • Do you prefer creamy 
or crunchy peanut butter? 

2 : smooth and soft ■ She sings with a creamy voice. 

3 : having a color like cream • a creamy yellow ■ creamy skin 

— cream-i-ness noun [noncount] ■ the creaminess of the 
sauce • the creaminess of her skin 

1 crease /'kriis/ noun, pi creas*es 

1 [count] a : a line or mark made by folding, pressing, or 
crushing something (such as cloth or a piece of paper) ■ He 
ironed his pants to make the creases sharp. ■ a crease in the 
paper — see color picture on page Cl5 b : a line or fold in 
someone’s skin : WRINKLE • tiny creases at the comers of his 
eyes 

2 the crease : an area around or in front of a goal in some 
games (such as hockey) ■ Players from the opposing team 
may not enter the crease. 

3 [singular] Brit : the line where the batsman stands in crick¬ 
et ■ The batsman moved out of the/his crease. 

2 crease verb creases; creased; creasing 

1 [+ obj] : to fold, press, or crush (something, such as cloth 
or a piece of paper) so that a line or mark is formed : to put 
a crease in (something) ■ a neatly creased pair of pants ■ The 
pages of the book were stained and creased. 

2 : to make a line or fold in (someone’s skin) [+ obj] A 
frown creased [= wrinkled] his forehead ■ Their faces were 
creased with worry. [=they had lines on their faces because 
they were worried] [no obj] She looked up, her face creasing 
into a smile. 

cre»ate /kri'eit/ verb -ates; -at«ed; -at*ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make or produce (something) : to cause (something 
new) to exist ■ Several new government programs were creat¬ 
ed while she was governor. ■ The President has announced a 
plan to create new jobs. ■ the scientists who created the 
world’s first atomic bomb ■ The machine creates a lot of 
noise. ■ According to the Bible, the world was created 
[=made] in six days. 

2 : to cause (a particular situation) to exist ■ You created 
[=made, caused] this mess, and now you’ll have to fix it. ■ We 
need everyone’s help in creating [= developing ] a better soci¬ 
ety. ■ It can be hard to create a balance between work and 
family. ■ She creates a friendly and welcoming atmosphere 
for her guests. ■ The advertisements are intended to create 
demand for the product. 

3 : to produce (something new, such as a work of art) by us¬ 
ing your talents and imagination ■ He creates beautiful paint¬ 
ings. ■ I’ve been creating music for over 30 years. • She enjoys 
creating new dishes by combining unusual ingredients. 

4 chiefly Brit: to give (someone) a new title or rank • She was 
created (the) Duchess of Cornwall. 

Cre*a*tion /kri'eijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : the act of making or producing something 
that did not exist before : the act of creating something ■ The 
play continues to entertain audiences 25 years after its cre¬ 
ation. ■ Job creation will be an important issue in next year's 
elections. ■ These changes will lead to the creation of new 
businesses. 

2 [count] : something new that is made or produced : some¬ 
thing that has been created ■ The company was largely the 
creation of one woman. ■ his latest artistic creation ■ Come 
taste our chefs delicious new creations. • She’s wearing one 
of her original fashion creations. 

3 [noncount]: everything in the world ■ How are humans dif¬ 
ferent from the rest of creation' ? ■ the whole of creation [=all 
of the world] ■ They’ve traveled all over creation. [=they’ve 
traveled everywhere] 

4 or Creation [noncount] : the act of making the world • the 
biblical story of Creation ■ creation myths [=stories about 
how people and the world were first created] 

cre*a*tion*ism /kri , eij'3 1 niz3m/ noun [noncount] : the be¬ 
lief that God created all things out of nothing as described in 
the Bible and that therefore the theory of evolution is incor¬ 
rect 

— cre-a-tion.ist /kri'eijanist/ noun, pi -ists [count] 
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cre-a-tive /kri*eitiv/ am 

1 [more most —] : having or showing an ability to make 
new things or think of new ideas ■ He was more creative 
[= imaginative] than the other students. ■ She’s a very creative 
person. ■ She has one of the most creative minds in the busi¬ 
ness. • a burst of creative energy [=energy that you use to 
make or think of new things] ■ They’ve come up with some 
creative new ways to make money. • a creative solution to a 
difficult problem ■ creative thinking 

2 always used before a noun : using the ability to make or 
think of new things : involving the process by which new 
ideas, stories, etc., are created ■ He teaches creative writing at 
the university. ■ the first step in the creative process ■ the 
show’s creative director/team 

3 always used before a noun, usually disapproving : done in 
an unusual and often dishonest way • It turns out that the 
company’s report of record profits last year was due to some 
creative accounting. 

— cre*a*tive>ly adv [more most ~] • Try to think more 
creatively. • solving problems creatively — cre*a-tive-ness 
noun [noncount\ ■ I admire her creativeness. [=(more com¬ 
monly) creativity] 

cre*a*tiv«i«ty Akri^ei'tivati/ noun [noncount] : the ability to 
make new things or think of new ideas ■ her intelligence and 
artistic creativity 

Cre»a«tor /kri'eita 1 / noun, pi -tors 

1 [count] : a person who makes something new ■ the creator 
of the popular television show ■ the Web site’s creators 

2 Creator [singular] : GOD 1 ■ ”... all men . .. are endowed 
by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights ...” — U.S. 
Declaration of Independence (1776) 

creature /'krirtfa-/ noun, pi -tures [count] 

1 a : an animal of any type ■ rabbits, squirrels, and other fur¬ 
ry creatures ■ They say that these forests are filled with wild 
creatures. [=beasts] ■ Few living creatures can survive with¬ 
out water, b : an imaginary or very strange kind of animal ■ 
fantastic/mythical/legendary creatures [=beasts, monsters] ■ 
strange sea creatures ■ a giant hairy apelike creature 

2 : a person usually of a specified type ■ She’s a creature of 
rare beauty. • A social creature by nature, he loves working 
with people. ■ The poor creature had no way to get home. 

3 : a person or thing that is influenced or controlled by 
something specified — + of* She’s a creature of politics. ■ The 
industry is still a. creature of the 1930s. [=it began in the 1930s 
and has not changed] ■ I’m a creature of habit [=1 always do 
the same things in the same way] 

Creature comfort noun, pi ~ -forts [count] : something 
that makes life easier or more pleasant — usually plural ■ a 
hotel with all the creature comforts [= amenities] of home 
Creche /'krEjy noun, pi crech*es [count] 

1 US : a set of statues that represents the scene of Jesus 
Christ’s birth and that is displayed during Christmas — 
called also ( chiefly Brit ) crib 

2 Brit : a place where young children are cared for during 
the day while their parents are working : a day care center 

cred /'kred/ noun [noncount] informal : the fact of being ac¬ 
cepted and respected as a member of a social group or class • 
geek/hipster cred 4- Cred is an abbreviation of credibility. 

— see also street cred 
cre-dence /'kriidns/ noun [noncount] 

1 : belief that something is true • I place/put little credence 
in statistics. [=1 generally do not believe statistics] ■ Don’t 
give credence to [=don’t believe] their gossip. 

2 : the quality of being believed or accepted as something 
true or real ■ This new evidence gives/adds/lends (some) cre¬ 
dence [= credibility] to their theory. [=makes their theory be¬ 
lievable] ■ The theory is gaining credence among scientists. 

cre*den«tial /kn'denfal/ noun, pi -tials [count] 

1 : a quality, skill, or experience that makes a person suited 
to do a job ■ My experience as a manager is my strongest cre¬ 
dential. — usually plural ■ What are your credentials ? [-qual¬ 
ifications] ■ her impressive academic/professional credentials 

2 : a document which shows that a person is qualified to do 
a particular job ■ (US) a teaching credential [=(more com¬ 
monly) certificate] — usually plural" The doctor showed us 
her credentials. ■ press credentials [=documents which show 
that a person is a journalist] 

— credentialed acb, US ■ a credentialed teacher 
cred"i"bil"i"ty Akreda'bilati/ noun [noncount] : the quality 

of being believed or accepted as true, real, or honest ■ The 
new evidence lends credibility to their theory. ■ a lack/loss of 
credibility ■ The scandal undermined/damaged her credibility 1 


as an honest politician. ■ In this instance, the lawyer’s job is 
to make the jury doubt/question the witness’s credibility. ■ 
They doubted the credibility of the witness’s story. [=they 
doubted that the story was true] 

Credibility gap noun, pi ~ gaps [count] : a situation in 
which the things that someone says are not believed or trust¬ 
ed because of the difference between what is said and what 
seems to be true ■ There is a credibility gap between what the 
mayor says and what the people see happening in the city. ■ 
The fact that the new estimates are so wildly different from 
the initial numbers has created a credibility gap. 
credible /'krcdabal/ am [more most —] 

1 : able to be believed : reasonable to trust or believe ■ Their 
story seemed credible [= believable , plausible] at first. ■ We’ve 
received credible information about the group’s location. ■ 
credible evidence/witnesses 

2 : good enough to be effective ■ She does a credible job of 
playing the famous singer. 

— credibly /'krcdsbli/ adv ■ She can talk credibly about 
the difficulties of being poor in this country. 

1 Credit /'kredit/ noun, pi -its 

1 [noncount] a : money that a bank or business will allow a 
person to use and then pay back in the future ■ banks that 
extend credit to the public ■ Some banks will charge a fee if 
you go over your credit limit (=if you spend more money 
than the bank has agreed to let you use] If you buy some¬ 
thing on credit, you take it and promise to pay for it later. ■ 
Back then, stores allowed their customers to buy food on 
credit, b : a record of how well you have paid your bills in 
the past ■ How’s your credit ? ■ Do you have good credit ? 
[=have you paid back money you owe, paid your bills when 
they are due, etc.?! ■ You need to have a strong credit history 
and a good job in order to get a mortgage. 

2 [count] a : an amount of money that is added to an ac¬ 
count ■ A credit of $50 was added to your account. 

— opposite debit b : an amount of money that is sub¬ 
tracted from the amount that must be paid ■ Families with 
children in college will receive a tax credit this year. [=the 
amount that they owe in taxes will be reduced] 

3 [noncount] : praise or special attention that is given to 
someone for doing something or for making something hap¬ 
pen ■ All the credit must go to the play’s talented director. ■ 
She’s finally getting the credit she deserves. ■ He shared the 
credit with his parents. ■ You’ve got to give her credit, she 
knows what she’s doing. — often + for ■ They were given 
credit for the discovery. ■ He didn’t actually write the essay, 
but he got credit for it. ■ You have to give us credit for trying. 
We did the best we could. ■ She never took credit for her 
achievements. ■ Party leaders took/claimed full credit for the 
country’s progress. [=they claimed that they alone caused 
the country’s progress] ^ If you give credit where credit is 
due you praise someone who deserves to be praised. ■ In re¬ 
ceiving this award, I must give credit where credit is due and 
acknowledge all the people who helped me. 

4 [noncount] : a good opinion that people have about some¬ 
one or something ^ Someone or something that brings cred¬ 
it to you or does you credit causes people to think of you in 
favorable way. ■ She is a talented journalist who has brought 
credit to the newspaper. ■ The fact that administrators fired 
the offending teacher immediately does the school credit. *$• 
Something that is to your credit causes people to have a 
more favorable opinion of you. ■ It’s to her credit that she ad¬ 
mitted her mistake. • To his credit , Mr. Smith has offered to 
pay for the damages. Something that does you no credit 
causes people to have a less favorable opinion of you. ■ It 
does them no credit to continue fighting over this issue. 

5 [singular] : a source of honor or pride for someone or 
something — used in the phrase a credit to m You are a credit 
to your family and your country. ■ He’s an excellent athlete 
and a credit to the sport. 

6 credits [plural] : a list of the names of the people who have 
worked on or performed in a movie, television program, etc. 
■ the movie s opening/closing credits ■ Her name was listed in 
the credits. ■ We always stay to watch the credits. 

7 a : a unit that measures a student’s progress towards earn¬ 
ing a degree in a school, college, etc. [count] So far, you’ve 
earned a total of 12 credits, [noncount] Our program gives 
academic credit for working with several social service orga¬ 
nizations. b [noncount] : the amount of points earned for 
work done on a test, exam, project, etc. ■ Students will only 
receive partial credit for correct answers that are not written 
as complete sentences. ■ To earn full credit [=the total 
amount of points possible] you must include at least three 
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maps with your project. ■ Answer this last question correctly 
for extra credit. — sometimes used figuratively. ■ They de¬ 
serve respect for making the event happen, and they get ex¬ 
tra credit for doing it in a way that included everyone. 
on the credit side 1 chiefly Brit: in the section of a finan¬ 
cial record where credits are written ■ Enter these amounts 
on the credit side. 2 — used when mentioning the things 
that you like about something • On the credit side , the res¬ 
taurant offers a wide range of choices. 

2 credit verb -its; -it*ed; -it-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to add (an amount of money) to a total ■ Your payment 
of $38.50 has been credited to your account. — opposite de¬ 
duct b : to add money to (an account) ■ The bank is cred¬ 
iting your account for the full amount. — opposite debit 

2 a : to give honor or recognition to (someone or some¬ 
thing) for doing something or for making something happen 
■ The team’s players all credit their coach [=they say their 
coach is responsible] for helping them succeed. — often + 
with • She credits her family with her success. ■ He was credit¬ 
ed with saving their lives, b : to say that (something) is be¬ 
cause of someone or something : to give credit for (some¬ 
thing) to someone or something ■ She credits [ ^attributes ] her 
success to her family’s support. ■ They credited the rescue to 
his quick thinking. 

3 : to think of (someone) as having a particular quality or ef¬ 
fect — usually used as (be) credited ■ She is credited as (be¬ 
ing) the first woman to play the sport professionally. 

4 chiefly Brit: to believe that (something) is true ■ It’s hard to 
credit that anyone would want to buy this old car. 

cred-it-able /'kredatabal/ adj [more most ~] : good 
enough to be praised ■ a creditable [^estimable ] performance 

— cred-it-ably /'krcdatabli/ adv ■ He performed the part 
creditably. 

credit account noun, pi ~~ accounts [count] Brit 

: CHARGE ACCOUNT 

credit card noun, pi — cards [count] : a small plastic card 
that is used to buy things that you agree to pay for later — 
called also charge card', compare debit card 
credit line noun, pi ~~ lines [count ]: line of credit 
cred-i-tor /'krcdataV noun, pi -tors [count] : a person, bank, 
or company that lends money to someone ■ She owes thou¬ 
sands of dollars to creditors. — opposite debtor 
credit rating noun, pi —' ratings [count] : a score or grade 
that a company or organization gives to a possible borrower 
and that indicates how likely the borrower is to repay a loan 
Credit ratings are based on how much money, property, 
and debt a borrower has and on how well the borrower has 
paid past debts. 

credit union noun, pi —' unions [count] : an organization 
that gives small loans to its members at low interest rates and 
that offers savings and checking accounts 
cred-it*WOr*thy /'kredi^wa'Si/ adj [more most ~] : con¬ 
sidered able to repay borrowed money ■ creditworthy cus¬ 
tomers 

— cred-it-wor-thi-ness noun [noncount] ■ the company’s 
creditworthiness 

cre-do /'kriidou/ noun, pi cre*dos [count]: an idea or set of 
beliefs that guides the actions of a person or group ■ Our cre¬ 
do [-creed, philosophy] is “better safe than sorry.” ■ my per¬ 
sonal credo 

cre-du-li-ty /kn'du.iati, Brit kn'djurlati/ noun [noncount] 
formal : ability or willingness to believe something ■ Al¬ 
though most of the book is believable, its ending tests/strains 
credulity. [=its ending is difficult to believe; its ending does 
not seem true or possible] 

cred-u-lous /'krecfealas, Brit 'kredjulas/ adj [more most 
~] : too ready to believe things : easily fooled or cheated ■ 
Few people are credulous enough to believe such nonsense. ■ 
a credulous audience 

— cred-u-lous-ly adv - cred*u*lous*ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

creed /'kri:d/ noun, pi creeds [count] 

1 : a statement of the basic beliefs of a religion ■ the reli¬ 
gion’s creed ■ people of different races and creeds [=religjons] 

2 : an idea or set of beliefs that guides the actions of a person 
or group ■ a political creed [=credo] 

creek /'kri:k/ noun, pi creeks [count] 

1 US : a small stream ■ The children waded in the creek. 

2 Brit: inlet ■ The coast is dotted with tiny creeks. 

up the creek or up the creek without a paddle informal 
: in a very difficult situation that you cannot get out of ■ If 
you hadn’t helped us, we would’ve been up the creek. 


creel /*kri:l/ noun, pi creels [count] : a basket that is used 
for carrying fish that have just been caught — see picture at 
FISHING 

1 creep /'kri:p/ verb creeps; crept /'krept/; creep-ing [no 

obj] 

1 : to move slowly with the body close to the ground ■ A spi¬ 
der was creeping [=crawling] along the bathroom floor. ■ She 
crept toward the edge of the roof and looked over. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition a : to move 
slowly and quietly especially in order to not be noticed ■ I 
caught him creeping down the stairs to the kitchen. ■ She 
crept into bed next to her sleeping husband, b : to go or 
seem to go very slowly ■ The hours crept by as we waited for 
morning. ■ a train creeping through the town 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to appear 
gradually and in a way that is difficult to notice ■ The price 
of gasoline has crept back up to three dollars a gallon. ■ A few 
mistakes crept in during the last revision of the paper. ■ new 
words creeping into the language 

4 of a plant: to grow along the ground or up a surface (such 
as a tree or wall) ■ ivy creeping up a wall ■ a creeping vine 

5 Brit, informal + disapproving : to be extremely nice to 
someone in order to get approval or some advantage for 
yourself ■ He’s been creeping (up) to the boss for months, so 
it’s no surprise he got a promotion. 

creep out [phrasal verb] creep (someone) out or creep out 
(someone) US, informal : to cause (someone) to have an 
uncomfortable feeling of nervousness or fear : to give 
(someone) the creeps ■ That guys really creeps me out. • I 
felt creeped out being alone in the office at night. 
creep up on [phrasal verb] creep up on (someone) informal 
: to slowly and quietly move closer to (someone) without 
being noticed ■ We tried to creep up on f =sneak up on] them 
but they heard our footsteps. — often used figuratively ■ 
Old age creeps up on us. ■ The deadline had crept up on 
them. 

make your skin/flesh creep If something makes your 
skin/flesh creep, it causes you to have an uncomfortable 
feeling of fear or disgust. ■ The thought of touching that 
slimy mess makes my skin creep. 

2 creep noun, pi creeps informal 

1 [count] : a strange person who you strongly dislike ■ Leave 
me alone, you creep ! [=jerk, weirdo] 

2 the creeps : an uncomfortable feeling of nervousness or 
fear ■ I get the creeps every time he walks by. ■ I hate snakes. 
They give me the creeps. ■ That guy gives me the creeps. 

creep-er /'kri:p^/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a plant that grows 
along the ground or up surfaces (such as trees or walls) 
creepy rkxx.pxl adj creep*i*er; -est [or more most ~] in¬ 
formal : strange or scary : causing people to feel nervous 
and afraid ■ a creepy movie ■ a creepy old house ■ There’s 
something creepy about that guy. 

— creep* i*ly /'krkpali/ adv — creep*i*ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

creepy—crawly /'krkpi'kraili/ noun, pi “lies [count] infor¬ 
mal : an unpleasant worm, insect, or spider ■ a basement full 
of creepy-crawlies 

cre*mate /'kri^meit, kn'meit/ verb -mates; -mat*ed; 

-mat-ing [+ obj) : to burn (the body of a person who has 
died) - He wants to be cremated when he dies. 

— cre-ma-tion /kn'mei/an/ noun [noncount] ■ Some reli¬ 
gions do not allow cremation. 

cre*ma-tO-ri*um Akrkma'torijam, Brit ,krema'to:ri3m/ 
noun, pi -to*ria /-'torija, Brit -'toiria/ or -to*ri-ums [count] 
: CREMATORY 

cre-ma-to-ry /'kriima^ori, Brit 'krematri/ noun, pi -ries 
[count] chiefly US : a place where the bodies of dead people 
are cremated 

creme an*glaise /ikremcuj'gleiz/ noun [noncount] : a 
sweet sauce made with cream that is usually served with des¬ 
serts 

creme bru-lee Akrembru'lei/ noun, pi ~~ -lees [count, 
noncount] : a sweet dessert made of a smooth, thick custard 
covered with a hard top of cooked sugar 
creme car*a*mel Akren^kera'mel/ noun, pi ~ -mels 
[count, noncount] : a sweet dessert made of a smooth, thick 
custard covered in a caramel sauce 
creme de la creme /'kremdala'krem/ noun 
the crime de la crime : the very best people or things in a 
group ■ These actors are the creme de la creme [=the cream 
of the crop] of American theater. 

Creme de menthe /'kremda'menG, Brit l kremda , mDn0/ 
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noun [noncount ] : a sweet and often green alcoholic drink 
with a mint flavor 

Creme fraiche /'krem'frEjV noun [noncount\ : a thick 
cream that is slightly sour and often served on fruit 
Cren-eMat-ed /'krena^eitad/ adj : having open spaces at 
the top of a wall so that people can shoot guns and cannons 
outward ■ the castle’s crenellated walls • a crenellated tower 
Cre-ole /'kri^oul/ noun, pi -oles 

1 [count] : a person who has African and French or Spanish 
ancestors; especially : such a person who lives in the West In¬ 
dies 

2 [count] : a person whose ancestors were some of the first 
people from France or Spain to live in the southeastern U.S. 
"v” Creoles continue to have the same language and culture as 
their French or Spanish ancestors. 

3 a [noncount] : a language that is based on French and that 
uses words from African languages ■ Some people in Louisi¬ 
ana speak Creole. ■ Haitian Creole [=a type of Creole spoken 
in Haiti] b creole [count] linguistics : a language that is 
based on one language but that has some words from anoth¬ 
er language 

cre-ole or Creole /'kri^oul/ adj 

1 : relating to people who are Creoles or to their language ■ 
Creole music • a Creole woman ■ a creole word 

2 — used to describe spicy food that is usually made with 
rice, okra, tomatoes, and peppers ^ Creole is used for the 
traditional food of the Creoles from the southeastern U.S. • 
He ordered the shrimp creole. ■ creole dishes such as gumbo 

Cre-O-SOte /'kri:j3,sout/ noun [noncount] : a brown, oily liq¬ 
uid used to keep wood from rotting 

- creosote verb -sotes; -sot-ed; -sot*ing [+ obj] • creo- 
soted wood 

crepe or crepe /‘kreip/ noun, pi crepes or crepes 

1 [count] : a very thin pancake 

2 [noncount] : a thin often silk or cotton cloth that has many 
very small wrinkles all over its surface 

3 [noncount] : a thin, hard type of rubber that has a bumpy 
surface and that is used especially for the bottoms of shoes • 
crepe- soled shoes 

Crepe paper noun [noncount] : a type of colorful paper 
that has a wrinkled surface People often use colorful 
strips of crepe paper to make decoratations for a party, cele¬ 
bration, etc. ■ a room decorated with balloons and strands of 
crepe paper 

Crept past tense and past participle o/ 1 creep 
cre-scen-do /kre'jEndou/ noun, pi -dos also -does 
[count] 

1 : a gradual increase in the loudness of a sound or section 
of music 

2 : the highest or loudest point of something that increases 
gradually ■ The excitement reaches its crescendo [= climax . 
peak] when he comes on stage. ■ The noise rose to a crescen¬ 
do. 

cres-cent /‘krespt/ noun, pi -cents 

1 [singular] : the shape of the visible part of the 
moon when it is less than half full ■ the crescent 
moon 

2 [count] : a shape that is curved, wide at its 
center, and pointed at its two ends like a cres¬ 
cent moon The crescent is used as a symbol 
of Islam. — see also red crescent 

Cress /'kres/ noun, pi cress-es [count, non¬ 
count] : a small plant that has spicy leaves that 
are eaten especially in salads — see also watercress 
1 crest /'krest/ noun, pi crests [count] 

1 : the highest part or point of something (such as a hill or 
wave) ■ wave crests — usually + of' The boat rose up on the 
crest of the wave. ■ We stood on the crest of the hill/mountain. 
■ the crest of the flood — often used figuratively ■ They’re 
still riding the crest of the wave of their success. [=they are 
still very happy, excited, etc., because of their success) • He 
was at the crest of his fame when he died tragically. 

2 : a group of decorative feathers at the top of a bird’s head; 
also : a decorative bunch of hair on the head of another an¬ 
imal 

3 : a special symbol used especially in the past to represent a 
family, group, or organization ■ her family's crest 

— compare coat of arms 

2 crest verb crests; crest-ed; crest-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to reach the highest part or point of (a mountain, 
wave, etc.) • We crested the hill and looked out around us. 

2 [no obj] US : to rise to a high level before going back down 


■ The river crested [=reached its highest level] at 10 feet above 
its normal level. — often used figuratively ■ His acting career 
crested in the mid-1940s. 

crest-ed /'krestad/ adj : having a decorative bunch of feath¬ 
ers or hair : having a crest ■ a crested bird 
crest-fall-en /'krest.fa.lan/ adj [more most ~]: very sad 
and disappointed ■ After losing its last game, the team was 
crestfallen, [-dejected, depressed] • my crestfallen [=downcast] 
teammates 

Cre-tin /'kri:tn, Brit 'kretp/ noun, pi -tins [count] informal + 
offensive : a stupid or annoying person ■ Let me know if 
these cretins [-jerks, idiots] bother you. 

— cre-tin-ous /'krktpas/ adj [more most ~] • a cretinous 
lout 

Creutz-feldt-Ja-kob disease /'kroits.feit'jai.koub-/ 
noun [noncount] medical: a disease of the brain that causes 
people to lose their memory, to no longer be able to control 
their muscles, and eventually to die — called also CJD 
cre-vasse /kn'vaes/ noun, pi -vas-ses [count] : a deep, 
narrow opening or crack in an area of thick ice or rock 
crev-ice /'krevas/ noun, pi -ic-es [count] : a narrow open¬ 
ing or crack in a hard surface and especially in rock 
1 crew /'km:/ noun, pi crews 

1 [count] a : the group of people who operate a ship, air¬ 
plane, or train ■ a skilled member of a ship’s crew ■ flight 
crews ■ the flight’s passengers and crew ■ crew members b 
: the people who work on a ship except the officers and cap¬ 
tain ■ the ship’s captain and crew 

2 [count] : a group of people who do a specified kind of work 
together ■ A construction crew will begin work on the house 
next week. ■ the restaurant’s kitchen crew ■ television/news/ 
film crews ■ the film’s camera crew ■ We spoke with members 
of the show’s original cast and crew. [=actors and other peo¬ 
ple who work to produce a show] ■ the driver’s pit crew 
[=people who fix a race car during a race] ■ one of the facto¬ 
ry’s crew chiefs [=people in charge of a group of workers] 

— see also ground crew 

3 [singular] informal : a group of people who are friends or 
who are doing something together ■ He and his crew [=gang] 
used to hang out at the bowling alley. ■ We were a motley 
crew [=an unusual mixed group] of musicians and athletes. 

4 a [count] : a team that rows a boat in a race against other 
boats ■ Crews from several colleges will be competing in to¬ 
day’s race, b [noncount] US : the sport of racing in long, 
narrow boats that are moved by rowing with oars : rowing 

■ In college, she participated in both crew and tennis. 

2 crew verb crews; crewed; crew.ing : to work as a mem- 

ber of a crew that operates a ship or airplane [no obj] She 
spent a couple of years crewing on a British ship. [+ obj] The 
ship was crewed by 12 men. 

Crew cut noun, pi ~ cuts [count] : a very short haircut usu¬ 
ally for men or boys — called also ( US ) buzz cut ; see picture 
at HAIR 

Crew-man /'kru'.man/ noun, pi -men [count] : a member of 
a crew: such as a : a person who helps operate a ship, air¬ 
plane, or train • Eight crewmen were wounded in the attack, 
b : a person who is part of a group of people who work to¬ 
gether ■ TV crewmen 
crew neck noun, pi ~ necks [count] 

1 : a plain, round neck on a T-shirt, sweater, etc. — often 
used before another noun ■ a cotton crew neck sweatshirt 

2 usually crewneck : a sweater with a crew neck 
1 crib /'knb/ noun, pi cribs 

[count] 

1 a US : a small bed with high 
sides for a baby — called also 
(Brit) cot b Brit: ‘cradle 1 

2 chiefly Brit : creche 1 

3 : a long open box that holds 
food for farm animals 

4 informal : something used 
for cheating on a test — usual¬ 
ly used before another noun ■ 
crib notes • He got caught using 
a crib sheet. [=a piece of paper 
with answers to test questions] 

5 US slang : a usually small room, apartment, or house • 
How about coming up to my crib? [=place] 

2 crib verb cribs; cribbed; crib.bing : to copy an idea, a 
piece of writing, etc., from someone else [+ obj] She cribbed 
a line or two from her favorite poet, [no obj] students crib¬ 
bing off each other’s papers 
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crib>bage /'kribiifc/ noun [noncount] : a card game for two 
players in which a special board is used to count each play¬ 
er’s points 

crib death noun, pi ~ deaths [count, noncount ] US : sud¬ 
den INFANT DEATH SYNDROME 
1 crick /'knk/ noun, pi cricks [count\: a sudden pain especial¬ 
ly in your neck or back that is caused by tight muscles — 
usually singular; usually + in • I got a crick in my neck from 
looking up at the stars too long. 

2 crick verb cricks; cricked; crick-ing [+ obj] chiefly Brit : to 
develop a crick in (your neck or back) ■ He cricked his back 
sleeping on the sofa. ■ a cricked neck 
1 crick*et /'knkgt/ noun, pi -ets [count] : a small black insect 
that jumps high and that makes loud, high-pitched noises 

— see color picture on page CIO — compare ^CRICKET 
2 cricket noun [noncount ] : a game played on a large field by 

two teams of 11 players who try to score runs by hitting a 
small ball with a bat and then running between two sets of 
wooden sticks — often used before another noun ■ a cricket 
match — see pictures at ball, bat, glove 
not cricket Brit, old-fashioned : not fair, polite, or proper • 
You can’t keep ignoring her. It just isn't cricket. 

— compare 'cricket 

crick-et-er /'knkgta 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who 
plays cricket 

cri*key /'kraiki/ interj, chiefly Brit — used to express mild 
surprise ■ Crikey , that was close! 

crime /'kraim/ noun, pi crimes 

1 [count] : an illegal act for which someone can be punished 
by the government ■ Have you ever been convicted of a 
crime' 7 = Were you ever found guilty of a crime ? ■ a very seri¬ 
ous crime • She paid dearly for her crimes. ■ The punishment 
didn’t fit the crime. [=the punishment was too mild/severe] ■ 
evidence that helped them solve the crime ■ a federal crime ■ 
weapons used to commit crimes [=to do something illegal] ■ 
I’ve committed no crime. = I haven’t committed any crime. • 
He was punished for a crime that he didn’t commit. ■ laws 
against hate crimes [=crimes that people commit because 
they hate the victim’s race, religion, etc.] ■ He thought he had 
committed a/the perfect crime. [=a crime that leaves no evi¬ 
dence] — see also war crime, white-collar crime 

2 [noncount] : activity that is against the law : illegal acts in 
general ■ poverty and crime ■ Hiring more police officers 
would help prevent/deter/reduce (the amount of) crime in 
our city. ■ leaders who are tough on crime - leaders who 
work hard to fight crime * He turned to a life of crime [=he 
became a criminal] as a teenager. ■ He has links to organized 
crime. (=a group of professional criminals who work togeth¬ 
er as part of a powerful and secret organization] ■ the recent 
increase in violent crime — often used before another noun ■ 
high crime rates ■ crime novels/stories ■ We found your wal¬ 
let at the crime scene. [=the place where a crime happened] ■ 
a crime wave [=a sudden increase in the amount of crime in 
an area] Someone’s partner in crime is a person who helps 
someone commit a crime. ■ He was her partner in crime for 
most of the robberies. 

3 [singular] : an act that is foolish or wrong ■ It’s a crime 
[=sm] to let food go to waste. ■ Being single is not a crime. • 
There’s no greater crime than forgetting your anniversary. 
crime against humanity : a very cruel or terrible illegal act 

that is directed against a group of people ■ The country’s 
former leader was tried for crimes against humanity. 

1 criminal /'knman]/ adj 

*T : involving illegal activity : relating to crime ■ committing 
criminal acts/activities ■ a criminal organization ■ a history of 
criminal behavior ■ We’re trying to understand how the crim¬ 
inal mind [=the mind of someone who commits crimes] 
works. ■ The captain of the wrecked boat was accused of 
criminal negligence. 

2 always used before a noun : relating to laws that describe 
crimes rather than to laws about a person’s rights ■ the crim¬ 
inal justice system ■ a criminal court/case/trial ■ criminal 
proceedings ■ criminal lawyers [=lawyers who represent peo¬ 
ple accused of a crime] ■ The company brought/filed crimi¬ 
nal charges against her. ■ Using this drug is a criminal of¬ 
fense. [=it is illegal to use this drug] ■ The police are 
conducting a criminal investigation. [=they are investigating 
a crime] — compare civil 5; see also criminal law 

3 not used before a noun [more most ~]: morally wrong ■ 
It’s criminal that the government is doing nothing to stop the 
problem. — often used in a joking way to say that someone 
should not do something ■ In my opinion, it would be crimi¬ 


nal to miss seeing this movie. [=1 think everyone should see 
this movie] 

— crim-i-nal-i-ty /.knmg'nselati/ noun [noncount] ■ the 
criminality of his actions — crim-i-naMy adv • criminally 
liable/responsible 

2 criminal noun, pi -nals [count] : a person who has commit¬ 
ted a crime or who has been proved to be guilty of a crime 
by a court ■ She’s a convicted criminal. ■ violent/white-col- 
lar/common criminals ■ a hardened criminal ■ career crimi¬ 
nals [=people who have committed many crimes throughout 
their lives] 

crim*i*nal*ize also Brit crinvi-nal-ise /'krimanhaiz/ verb 
-iz-es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ obf] : to make (something) illegal ■ a 
law that criminalized alcohol — opposite legalize 
-crim-i-nal-i-za-tion also Brit crim*i*nal-i-sa*tion 

/iknmgnja'zeijan, Brit jknmanhai'zeijan/ noun [noncount] 
• the criminalization of alcohol 

criminal law noun [noncount] : laws that deal with crimes 
and their punishments — compare civil law 
criminal record noun, pi ~ -cords [count] : a known 
record of having been arrested in the past for committing a 
crime ■ Do you have a criminal record ? [=have you ever been 
arrested for a crime?] • someone with no criminal record — 
called also record 

crim*i*nol«0*gy /^krima'ncr.lactsi/ noun [noncount] : the 
study of crime, criminals, and the punishment of criminals ■ 
a professor of criminology 

— crim-i-nol-o-gist /.knma'na.lacfeist/ noun, pi -gists 
[count] 

1 crimp /'knmp/ verb crimps; crimped; crimp.ing [+ obj\ 

1 : to make the surface or edge of (hair, cloth, metal, etc.) 
have many small waves or folds ■ She crimps her hair with a 
curling iron. ■ Crimp the edges of the pie crust with a fork. 

2 : to press (parts or pieces) tightly together ■ Crimp the piec¬ 
es of foil together. 

3 US : to prevent (something) from happening or proceed¬ 
ing in the usual or desired way ■ economic problems that 
have been crimping [-putting a crimp in] sales in the comput¬ 
er industry 

2 crimp noun, pi crimps [count] : a small wave or fold in the 
surface of something (such as hair or cloth) 
put a crimp in US : to prevent (something) from happening 
or proceeding in the usual or desired way : to affect (some¬ 
thing) badly • The storm put a crimp in our travel plans. ■ 
The extra expenses put a crimp in the company's budget, 
crinvson /'krimzan/ noun [noncount] : a deep purplish-red 
color — see color picture on page C3 

— crimson adj ■ a crimson dress 

cringe /'knncfe/ verb cring-es; cringed; cring.ing [no 
obj] 

1 : to feel disgust or embarrassment and often to show this 
feeling by a movement of your face or body • Many English 
teachers cringe when their students use the word “ain’t.” ■ I 
always cringe when I hear that song. ■ Just the thought of eat¬ 
ing broccoli makes me cringe. 

2 : to make a sudden movement from fear of being hit or 
hurt • The dog cringed at the noise. 

1 crin*kle /'kngkal/ verb crin-kles; crin.kled; crin-kling 

: to form small, thin lines on the surface [no obj] The cor¬ 
ners of his eyes crinkle when he smiles. [+ obj] an old crin¬ 
kled newspaper — often + up ■ She crinkled up her nose in 
disgust. 

2 crinkle noun, pi crinkles [count] : a small, thin line that ap¬ 
pears on a surface — usually plural ■ the crinkles at the cor¬ 
ners of his eyes 

— crin-kly /'knrjkli/ adj crin»kli«er; -est [also more ~; 
most ~] ■ dry, crinkly leaves ■ the crinkly fabric of her dress 

1 crip-pie /'kripal/ noun, pi crip-ples [count] 

1 old-fashioned + offensive : a person who cannot move or 
walk normally because of a permanent injury (such as a 
damaged leg or foot) or other physical problem ■ He re¬ 
turned from war a cripple. -0- Cripple is an old-fashioned 
word. People now usually use the less offensive term dis¬ 
abled person. 

2 informal: a person who has emotional problems that pre¬ 
vent normal behavior with other people ■ She’s an emotional 
cripple. I=she’s unable to express her emotions normally] ■ 
social cripples 

2 cripple verb cripples; crip-pled; crip-pling [+ obj] 

1 : to cause (a person or animal) to be unable to move or 
walk normally — usually used as (be) crippled ■ Thousands 
of people have been crippled by the disease. ■ The car acci- 
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dent left him crippled. [= disabled] 

2 : to make (something) unable to work normally : to cause 
great damage to (something) ■ Higher taxes could cripple 
small businesses. ■ an economy crippled by inflation • The 
disease cripples the body’s immune system. [=it makes the 
body unable to heal itself] 

— crippling adj ■ crippling diseases ■ the crippling effects of 
the disease • the crippling effects of inflation 

crisis /'kraisas/ noun, pi -ses /-,si:z/ : a difficult or danger¬ 
ous situation that needs serious attention [count\ the AIDS 
crisis ■ She was dealing with a family crisis at the time. ■ Most 
people blame the government for the country’s worsening 
economic/financial/fiscal crisis. • last year’s state budget cri¬ 
sis • an energy/fuel/water crisis [=a time when there is not 
enough energy/fuel/water] ■ a hostage crisis [=a situation in 
which someone is holding people as hostages] [ noncount ] In 
times of national emu, we need strong leaders we can trust. • 
A year ago, both companies were in crisis. — see also iden¬ 
tity CRISIS, MIDLIFE CRISIS 
1 crisp /'knsp/ adj crisp-er; -est 

1 a : dry, hard, and easily broken • the pie’s deliciously crisp 
[=crispy\ crust • a crisp cookie • The fish is fried until crisp. 
[=until its outer layer is brown and crunchy] • crisp bacon b 
: pleasantly firm and making a sharp sound when chewed or 
crushed • fresh, crisp lettuce ■ crisp celery 

2 : clean, smooth, and somewhat stiff • I put on a crisp shirt 
and tie. ■ clean, crisp bedsheets • a crisp $100 bill 

3 : having details that are easily seen or heard ■ crisp black- 
and-white photographs ■ The stereo’s sound is crisp and 
clear. 

4 : pleasantly cool, fresh, and dry ■ a crisp autumn day ■ crisp 
winter air ■ She chose a crisp white wine for dinner. 

5 : moving or speaking quickly and directly ■ We were im¬ 
pressed by her crisp, businesslike manner. ■ He issued a series 
of crisp commands. ■ He responded with a crisp [= terse] “No. 
Thank you.” 

6 : done in a very confident and skillful way ■ a crisp tennis 
serve 

— crisp-ly adv [more most ~] • crisply fried fish ■ a crisply 
dressed man — crisp-ness noun [noncount] • the crispness 
of the vegetables 

2 crisp noun, pi crisps 

1 [count] : a thin, hard, and usually salty piece of food ■ com 
crisps; especially, Brit : potato chip — usually plural ■ a bag 
of crisps 

2 [count, noncount] US : a dessert made of cooked fruit with 
a sweet, dry topping • a hot apple crisp — called also (chiefly 
Brit ) crumble 

to a crisp : to a state of being hard, dry, and easily broken ■ 
The toast had been burned to a crisp. 

3 crisp verb crisps; crisped; crisp-ing : to make (some¬ 
thing) crisp or to become crisp [+ obj] Crisp the celery in ice 
water, [no obj] The crust crisped (up) nicely in the oven, 
crispy /'krispi/ adj crisp-i*er; -est [also more most ~] 
: pleasantly thin, dry, and easily broken ■ crispy [=crisp] 
crackers : having a pleasantly crisp outer layer • crispy fried 
chicken ■ Fry the potatoes until they are brown and crispy. 

— crisp-i-ness noun [noncount] • the crispiness of the pota¬ 
toes 

1 CriSS-CroSS /*kns,kra:s/ noun [singular] : a pattern that is 
formed by lines crossing each other ■ She pointed toward the 
crisscross of trees that had fallen on the path. 

— crisscross adj • a crisscross pattern on her dress 
2 crisscross verb -cross«es; -crossed; -cross-ing 

1 : to form a pattern on (something) with lines that cross 
each other [+ obj] Several highways crisscross the state, [no 
obj] shoelaces that crisscross over the top of the shoe 

2 [+ obj] : to go from one side of (something) to the other 
side and come back again ■ Tourists crisscrossed the lake 
from morning until night. ■ Scientists have been crisscrossing 
the country to collect data. 

cri-te-ri-on /krai'tirijan/ noun, pi -te*ria /-'tirija/ [count] 
: something that is used as a reason for making a judgment 
or decision ■ High test scores are one criterion [=, standard] 
used by universities to determine which students to admit. ■ 
What were the criteria used to choose the winner? — often + 
for ■ the university’s criteria for admission ■ Our main criteri¬ 
on for hiring new employees is that they have a lot of past 
work experience. 

crit-ic /'kntik/ noun, pi -ics [count] 

1 : a person who gives opinions about books, movies, or oth¬ 
er forms of art ■ a film/theater/art critic • He is an influential 


literary critic. ■ Critics praised the book. 

2 : a person who disapproves of someone or something : a 
person who criticizes someone or something ■ Critics of the 
new law say that it will not reduce crime. ■ The actor had to 
answer many charges from his critics. ■ He is a fierce/loud/ 
outspoken critic of tax reform. 

crit-i-cal /'kritikal/ adj 

1 [more most —] : expressing criticism or disapproval • 
You’re always so critical. • They are often critical of the may¬ 
or’s policies. [=they often criticize the mayor’s policies] 

2 : of or relating to the judgments of critics about books, 
movies, art, etc. • The book received much critical acclaim. 
[=many critics said good things about the book] ■ critical 
writings/theory ■ The movie was a critical success [=critics 
liked the movie], but it didn’t make much money. 

3 : using or involving careful judgment about the good and 
bad parts of something 1 The program presents a critical 
analysis of the government’s strategies. ■ She has a talent for 
critical thinking. ■ We need to look at these proposed chang¬ 
es with a critical eye before we accept them. 

4 [more most ~]: extremely important • We have reached 
a critical phase of the experiment. ■ It is absolutely critical 
[=vital. essential] for us to remain together. • This is a matter 
of critical importance to the future of our country. 

5 [more most ~] medical: relating to or involving a great 
danger of death • He suffered critical injuries in the accident. 
• The patient is in critical condition. = The patient is critical. 
[=the patient is very sick or injured and may die] • a nurse 
who specializes in critical care [=the care of patients who are 
in critical condition] • patients who are on the critical list — 
sometimes used figuratively ■ a government program that is 
on the critical list [=that is in danger of failing or being elimi¬ 
nated] 

— crit'hcaMy /‘kntikli/ adv ■ He spoke critically of the may¬ 
or’s policies. [=he criticized the mayor’s policies] ■ The 
movie was critically acclaimed. • She taught me to think 
critically about books. ■ This matter is critically important 
to the future of our country. ■ a critically ill person 
critical mass noun.pl ~ masses [count, noncount] 

1 technical : an amount of material (such as plutonium) that 
is large enough to allow a nuclear reaction to occur 

2 : the size, number, or amount of something that is needed 
to cause a particular result ■ Production of the show stopped 
after complaints from viewers reached (a) critical mass. 

Crit-i-Cism /"kilts,sizdm J noun, pi -clsms 

1 [noncount] : the act of expressing disapproval and of not¬ 
ing the problems or faults of a person or thing : the act of 
criticizing someone or something ■ There was much public 
criticism directed/leveled at the senator. • The new law at¬ 
tracted/drew widespread criticism. [=many people criticized 
the new law] ■ In this job you need to be able to take/face/ac¬ 
cept criticism. ■ I asked my sister for some constructive criti¬ 
cism of my essay before I tried to revise it. — opposite 

PRAISE 

2 [count] : a remark or comment that expresses disapproval 
of someone or something ■ I had one minor criticism about 
her design. 

3 [noncount] : the activity of making careful judgments 
about the good and bad qualities of books, movies, etc. ■ lit¬ 
erary criticism 

crit-i-cize also Brit crit-i-cise /'knt3,saiz/ verb -ciz-es; 
-cized; -ciz-ing 

1 : to express disapproval of (someone or something) : to 
talk about the problems or faults of (someone or something) 
[+ obj] His boss criticized him for his sloppy work habits. ■ 
The judge was widely/roundly criticized for his verdict. • The 
editor criticized the author’s work as trite, [no obj] It seems 
as though all he ever does is criticize. — opposite praise 

2 [+ obj]: to look at and make judgments about (something, 
such as a piece of writing or a work of art) ■ He asked me to 
criticize [-critique] his drawings. 

1 cri-tique /kra'tiik/ noun, pi -tiques [count] : a careful judg¬ 
ment in which you give your opinion about the good and 
bad parts of something (such as a piece of writing or a work 
of art) ■ She wrote a radical critique of the philosopher’s early 
essays. • They gave a fair and honest critique of her art. 
2 critique verb -tiques; -tiqued; -tlqu-lng [+ obj] : to ex- 
press your opinion about the good and bad parts of (some¬ 
thing) : to give a critique of (something) ■ The class con¬ 
vened to critique the student’s latest painting, 
crit-ter /'knta 1 / noun, pi -ters [count] US, informal : a usual¬ 
ly small creature or animal ■ The woods are filled with 
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skunks, raccoons, and other critters. 
croak /'krouk/ verb croaks; croaked; croakring 

1 [no obj ]: to make the deep, harsh sound that a frog makes 
■ We could hear the frogs croaking by the pond. 

2 : to say (something) in a rough, low voice that is hard to 
understand [+ obj] The man could only croak his name, [no 
obj ] He tried to speak but could barely croak. 

3 [no obj\ slang : to die ■ He had a heart attack and croaked. 

— croak noun, pi croaks [count] ■ the croaks of the frogs 
croc /'kra:k/ noun, pi crocs [count] informal : crocodile 

1 

cro-chet /krou'Jei/ noun [noncount] : a method of making 
cloth or clothing by using a needle with a hook at the end to 
form and weave loops in a thread ■ She learned basic crochet 
stitches from her mother. ■ a crochet hook — see picture at 
SEWING 

— crochet verb -chets; -cheted; -chet-ing [+ obj] She 
crocheted an afghan. [no obj] She enjoys crocheting. 
— cro-chet-er /krou'Jeja^ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 crock /'kra:k/ noun, pi crocks 

1 [count] : a pot or jar made of baked clay ■ chili served in a 
crock 

2 [singular] US, informal: something that is impossible to be¬ 
lieve because it is untrue or ridiculous ■ We could tell that 
the salesman’s claims about his product were a crock. ■ She 
thinks horoscopes are a crock. This use of crock comes 
from its use in phrases with similar meanings such as a crock 
of baloney or ( offensive ) a crock of shit. 

— compare 2 crock 

2 Crock noun, pi crocks [count] Brit, informal: an old, ill, or 
unhappy person ■ He’s an old crock who complains about ev¬ 
erything. — compare ‘crock 

Crocked /'kra:kt/ adj, not used before a noun [more most 
~J US slang : very drunk or intoxicated ■ He was half- 
crocked when he came home, 
crock-ery /'kraikari/ noun [noncount] 

1 US : pots or jars made of baked clay used for cooking 
: EARTHENWARE 

2 chiefly Brit : plates, dishes, and cups used in dining 
CrOC*0*dile /'kra:k3,daj3l/ noun, p/-diles 

1 a [count] : a large reptile that has a long body, thick skin, 
and a long, thin mouth with sharp teeth and that lives in the 
water in regions with hot weather — see picture at alliga¬ 
tor b [noncount]: the skin of the crocodile used for mak¬ 
ing shoes and others products — often used before another 
noun ■ a crocodile purse 

2 [count] Brit : a line of people and especially of schoolchil¬ 
dren who are walking in pairs 

Crocodile tears noun [plural] : a false expression of sad¬ 
ness or regret about something ■ The company shed/cried 
crocodile tears for the workers who were laid off. The 
phrase crocodile tears comes from the belief that crocodiles 
make false sounds of distress to attract the animals that they 
kill and eat. 

crO*CUS /'kroukas/ noun, pi -cus«es [count] : a small pur¬ 
ple, yellow, or white flower that blooms in the early spring 
Croft /'kra:ft/ noun, pi crofts [count] Brit : a small farm usu¬ 
ally with a house on it in Scotland 
Croft*er /'krcrfta'/ noun, pi -ers [count] Brit: a person who 
owns or works on a croft 

crois*sant /kra'saint, Brit 'kwaisorj/ noun, pi -sants 
[count] : a type of roll that has a curved shape and that is 
usually eaten at breakfast — see picture at baking 
Crone /'kroun/ noun, pi crones [count] literary : a cruel or 
ugly old woman ■ The old crone lived alone, 
cro-ny /'krooni/ noun, pi -nies [count] disapproving : a close 
friend of someone; especially : a friend of someone powerful 
(such as a politician) who is unfairly given special treatment 
or favors • The mayor rewarded his cronies with high-paying 
jobs alter he was elected. 

CrO*ny»ism /'krooni,izam/ noun [noncount] disapproving 
: the unfair practice by a powerful person (such as a politi¬ 
cian) of giving jobs and other favors to friends ■ The mayor 
has been accused of cronyism. 

1 Crook /'kruk/ noun, pi crooks [count] 

1 informal a : a dishonest person ■ He thinks politicians are 
just a bunch of crooks, b : a criminal ■ a small-time crook 

2 a : the place where part of the body (such as an arm, leg, 
or finger) bends ■ the crook of his aim b : a curved or 
hooked part of something ■ The squirrel sat in the crook of 
the tree. ■ the crook of the cane 


3 : a long stick with one end curved into a hook that is used 
by a shepherd 

by hook or by crook see ‘hook 
2 crook verb crooks; crooked; crookring [+ obj] : to bend 
(your finger, neck, or arm) ■ He crooked his finger at us and 
led us to the table. 

CrOOk*ed /'krokad/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not straight ■ a crooked smile/grin : having bends and 
curves ■ a crooked path 

2 : not set or placed straight • a crooked tooth ■ The picture is 
crooked. 

3 informal a : not honest • crooked [=conupt, dishonest] 
politicians b : done to trick or deceive someone ■ a crooked 
card game 

— crook-ed-ly adv • The picture hung crookedly. — crook- 
ed-ness noun [noncount] 

croon /*kru:n/ verb croons; crooned; croonring : to sing 
(a song) in a low soft voice [+ obj] croon a lullaby [no obj] 
The mother crooned as she rocked the baby. 

Cr00n*er /'kruinay noun, pi -ers [count]: a male singer who 
sings slow, romantic songs in a soft, smooth voice 
1 CfOP /'kra.p/ noun, pi crops 

"1 [count] a : a plant or plant product that is grown by farm¬ 
ers ■ com crops ■ an apple crop ■ Tobacco is their main crop. • 
They sprayed the crops with a pesticide. — sometimes used 
before another noun ■ Crop production was low last year be¬ 
cause of the lack of rain. ■ crop disease/damage — see also 
cash crop b [count] : the amount of a crop that is gath¬ 
ered at one time or in one season ■ The second crop [-harvest] 
was not as good as the first. ■ The drought caused a fall in 
this year’s corn crop. [=the drought caused the amount of 
corn grown this year to be lower than it was last year] ■ We 
produced a bumper crop of tomatoes [=a very large crop of 
tomatoes] this year. 

2 [singular] a : a group of people who begin to do some¬ 
thing at the same time • The teachers got ready for a new 
crop of students, b : a group of things that happen or are 
produced at the same time ■ a new crop of horror movies 
People or things that are the cream of the crop are the best of 
their kind or in their group. ■ There were many good candi¬ 
dates f or the job. but he was the cream of the crop. 

3 [count] : a short whip used in horse riding ■ a riding crop 

— see picture at horse 

4 [count] : a short and thick quantity of hair on a person’s 
head ■ He has a thick crop of hair. ■ a crop of red, curly hair 

5 [count] : an area in the throat of a bird where food is stored 
for a time 

z crop verb crops; cropped; crop.ping 

1 [+ obj] : to cut off the upper or outer parts of (something) ■ 
crop [-trim] a hedge [=make a hedge neat by cutting it] ■ crop 
a dog’s ears , 

2 [+ obj] : to cut off part of (a picture or photograph) ■ The 
picture was cropped badly. ■ We had to crop the image to fit it 
into the frame. 

3 [+ obj] : to cut (someone’s hair) short ■ Her hair was 
cropped short. ■ closely cropped hair 

4 [+ obj] : to bite off and eat the tops of (grass or plants) ■ 
The sheep were cropping the grass in the meadow. 

5 [no obj] : to produce or make a crop ■ The apple trees 
cropped well. 

crop up [phrasal verb] : to come or appear when not expect¬ 
ed ■ New problems crop up every day. * His name crops up 
frequently as a potential candidate. 

Crop circle noun, pi ~ circles [count] : a large round shape 
or pattern in a field that is made by cutting or flattening 
grass or crops ^ Some people believe that crop circles are 
made by creatures that come from another world. 
Cropriand /'kra.p,lasnd/ noun, pi -lands : land on which 
crops are grown [plural ] plowing the croplands [noncount] 
acres of cropland 
Crop-per /'kratpa 1 / noun 

come a cropper informal 1 : to fail completely in a sudden 
or unexpected way ■ Her careful plan came a cropper. 2 
Brit : to have a very bad fall ■ He came a cropper on the ski 
slopes. 

cro*quet /krou'kei, Brit 'kraokei/ noun [noncount] : a game 
in which players use wooden mallets to hit balls through a 
series of curved wires that are stuck into the ground 
croquette /krou'ket/ noun, pi -quettes [count] : a roll or 
ball of meat, fish, or vegetables that is covered with egg and 
bread crumbs and fried in oil ■ chicken croquettes 
1 Cross /'kra:s/ noun, pi cross-es 
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1 a [count] : a long piece of wood with a shorter piece across 
it near the top that people were once fastened to and left to 
die on as a form of punishment b the Cross : the cross on 
which Jesus Christ died C [count] : an object or image in the 
shape of a cross that is used as a symbol of Christianity ■ a 
necklace with a gold cross — see also sign of the cross 

2 [count] : a decoration in the shape of a cross that is given to 
someone as an honor especially for military courage 

3 [count] : a mark formed by two lines that cross each other ■ 
The teacher marked the absent students on her list with 
crosses. • Those who could not write signed their names with 
a cross. 

4 [count] : a mixture of two different things, types, or quali¬ 
ties ■ Snowboarding is a cross between surfing and skiing. ■ 
The play is a cross between comedy and romance. ■ The dog 
is a cross of hunting dog and sheepdog. 

5 [count] boxing : a punch that goes over an opponent’s 
punch • a right cross 

6 [count] soccer : a kick or hit of the ball that goes across the 
field from one side to another or to the middle of the field 
cross to bear : a problem that causes trouble or worry for 

someone over a long period of time ■ We all have our cross¬ 
es to bear. [=we all have problems to deal with] ■ The loss 
was a heavy cross to bear. [=the loss was hard to deal with] 
2 cross verb crosses; crossed; cross-ing 

TTTo go from one side of (something) to the other : to go 
across (something) [+ obf] We crossed the state border hours 
ago. • The dog crossed the street. ■ The highway crosses the 
entire state. ■ He was the first runner to cross the finish line. 
[no obf] The train crosses through France. 

2 : to go or pass across each other [no obf] the point at 
which two lines cross [=intersect ] ■ Put a nail where the 
boards cross. [+ obf] One line crossed the other. 

3 [+ obf] : to place one arm, leg, etc., over the other ■ cross 
your arms/legs/fingers If you cross your fingers or keep 
your fingers crossed, you hope that you will be lucky and 
that something you want to happen will happen. ■ I crossed 
my fingers and hoped that I would be chosen. ■ Keep your fin¬ 
gers crossed. I just sent out my college applications. 

4 [+ obf] : to draw a line across (something) ■ Remember to 
cross your t's. [=to put a line across the top of the letter “t” 
when you write it] — see also dot your i’s and cross your t’s at 
2 dot 

5 [no obf] : to pass in opposite directions ■ Our letters crossed 
in the mail. [=my letter was going to you while your letter 
was coming to me] 

6 [+ obf] : to turn (your eyes) inward toward your nose ■ He 
crossed his eyes. 

7 [+ obf] : to act against the wishes, plans, or orders of (some¬ 
one) ■ My boss is usually nice, but she has a terrible temper 
and you don’t want to cross her. — see also double-cross, 

STAR-CROSSED 

8 [+ obf] a : to make two different kinds of animals breed 
together ■ The breeders crossed [= crossbred, interbred] the bi¬ 
son with domestic cattle. — often used figuratively to de¬ 
scribe someone or something that combines the qualities of 
two different people or things ■ As our leader, she was like a 
drill sergeant crossed with a camp counselor, b : to mix two 
kinds of plants to form a new one ■ The farmers crossed two 
different types of com together. 

9 [no obf] soccer : to kick or hit the ball sideways across the 
field — + to ■ He crossed to his teammate. 

cross my heart -v* The phrases cross my heart or cross my 
heart and hope to die are used in informal speech to stress 
that you are telling the truth and will do what you promise. 
■ I’ll clean my room tomorrow— cross my heart. [=1 prom¬ 
ise that I’ll clean my room tomorrow] 
cross off [phrasal verb] cross (someone or something) off or 
cross off (someone or something) : to draw a line through 
(a name or item on a list) • They crossed off the names of 
the people who had already been invited. • We can cross 
her off out list of potential donors. 
cross out [phrasal verb] cross (something) out or cross out 
(something) : to draw a line through (something) to show 
that it is wrong ■ cross out a mistake 
cross over [phrasal verb] cross over or cross over (some¬ 
thing) 1 : to move or go from one side of (something) to 
the other ■ The deer crossed over to the other side of the 
river. • The bridge crosses over the river. 2 : to change 
from one type of character or condition to another ■ Peo¬ 
ple were crossing over to vote for the other party’s candi¬ 
date. [=people in one political party were voting for the 
other party’s candidate] ■ The singer crossed over from 


country to pop. [=the singer changed his style of music 
from country to pop] — see also crossover 
cross paths When people cross paths or when their 
paths cross, they meet each other at a time that was not 
planned or expected. • After they left college, it was many 
years before they crossed paths again. = It was many years 
before their paths crossed again. ■ I crossed paths with an 
old friend on a business trip. 

cross someone’s face : to appear briefly on someone’s 
face ■ A smile crossed her face. 

cross someone’s mind : to come into someone’s mind : to 
be thought of by someone ■ Losing never crossed her mind. 
[=she was sure that she would win] ■ Did it ever cross your 
mind that I could be right? 

cross swords : to fight or argue — often + with • I didn’t 
want to cross swords with him about who was right. 
cross that bridge when you come to it see ‘bridge 
cross the line : to go beyond what is proper or acceptable ■ 
Her criticism crossed the line from helpful to just plain 
hurtful. ■ The magazine crossed the line when they printed 
the nude photos. 

cross up [phrasal verb] US 1 cross (someone) up or cross 
up (someone) : to make (someone) confused ■ The team 
crossed up their opponent by throwing the ball instead of 
running it. 2 cross (something) up or cross up (some¬ 
thing) : to ruin (something) completely ■ His failure to 
meet the deadline crossed up the deal. 
cross yourself : to make the sign of the cross on your head 
and chest • I crossed myself as I entered the church. 

— cross»er noun, pi -ers [count] 

3 cross adf cross-er; -est : annoyed or angry ■ I didn’t mean 
to make you cross. ■ I was cross with her for being so careless. 

— cross-ly adv ■ “Stop teasing your sister,” she said crossly. 

cross-bar /'krais,baa 1 / noun, pi -bars [count] 

1 : a bar that joins two posts (such as goalposts in soccer or 
hockey) 

2 : the bar that goes between the seat and the handlebars of 
a bicycle — see picture at bicycle 

crossbones see skull and crossbones 

cross-bow /'kra:s,bou/ noun, pi -bows [count] : a weapon 
that shoots arrows and that consists of a short bow attached 
to a longer piece of wood 

cross-breed /'kra:s,bri:d/ verb -breeds; -bred /-.bred/; 
-breed-in g 

1 : to make two different kinds of animal breed together [+ 
obf] crossbreed [=cross, interbreed] sheep [no obf] Some birds 
may crossbreed [=interbreed] freely with other species. 

2 [+ obf] : to mix two kinds of plant to form a new one ■ 
crossbreed [=cro.9.v] wheat and rye 

— crossbred adf, always used before a noun • crossbred 
[=hybrid] sheep/roses — crossbreed noun, pi -breeds 
[count] 

cross-check /'krais,tfek/ verb -checks; -checked; 
-checking [+ obf] : to use a different source or method to 
check (something, such as information or calculations) ■ I 
cross-checked the changes against the original copy. [=1 
looked at the original copy to make sure that the changes 
were correct) ■ You should cross-check your answers with a 
calculator. 

— cross-check noun, pi -checks [count] 

1 Cross—COUn-try /'krais'kAntri/ adf, always used before a 
noun 

1 : going or moving across a country • a cross-country rail¬ 
road ■ a cross-country concert tour 

2 : going over the countryside rather than by roads or over a 
track ■ They ran in a cross-country race. 

3 : relating to or used in a kind of skiing that is done over 
the countryside instead of down a mountain ■ cross-country 
skiing ■ cross-country skis ■ a cross-country champion/compe¬ 
tition — compare ^downhill 3 

— cross-country adv ■ We traveled cross-country. 

2 CroSS—country noun [noncount] : cross-country skiing or 

racing ■ She has done cross-country for 10 years. • He won a 
medal in cross-country. 

CroSS-COUrt /'krais'koa*/ adv : to or toward the opposite 
side of a tennis or basketball court ■ She hit/passed the ball 
crosscourt. 

— crosscourt adf, always used before a noun • a crosscourt 
pass/shot 

cross— CUl-tur-al /'krais'kAltfaral/ ad/ [more —; most ~] 
: relating to or involving two or more different cultures or 
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countries • a cross-cultural study ■ a menu featuring cross- 
cultural cuisine 

— cross-cul-tur-al-ly adv 

cross«Cur«rent /'krais,karant/ noun, pi -rents [count] : a 
current of water that flows against or across the main cur¬ 
rent — sometimes used figuratively ■ the political crosscur¬ 
rents that interfere with the passing of laws 
Cross—curricular adj, Brit : relating to or involving differ¬ 
ent courses offered by a school ■ cross-curricular activities 
Cross—dressing /'krais,dresii)/ noun [noncount] : the act 
or practice of wearing clothes made for the opposite sex 

— cross—dress-er /'krais,dresa 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 
cross—ex«am»ine /'kraisig'zaeman/ verb -ines; -Ined; 

-in-ing [+ obf] law : to ask more questions of (a witness who 
has been questioned by another lawyer) ■ The defendant’s at¬ 
torney cross-examined the witness and tried to show that his 
earlier testimony was false. 

— cross—ex-am*i*na*tion /'kraisig^aema'neijan/ noun 
[noncount] ■ While he was under cross-examination, the de¬ 
fendant admitted that he had lied earlier in court. 
— cross—ex-am-in-er /'kraisig'zaemana 1 / noun, pi -ers 
[count] ■ This lawyer is a tough cross-examiner. 

Cross-eyed /'kra:s,aid/ adj [more most ~] : having one 
or both eyes turned inward toward the nose ■ a cross-eyed 
drunk ■ He gave her a cross-eyed look. 

— cross-eyed adv ■ He looked at her cross-eyed. 
cross—fer-til-ize also Brit cross-fertiMse /'krais- 

'fa*3,laiz/ verb -liz*es; -lized; -liz.ing [+ obj] 

1 : to combine sex cells from (two separate plants) to pro¬ 
duce a new plant ■ Scientists cross-fertilized the two plants. 

2 : to combine (two different ideas, style, etc.) in a good or 
creative way ■ a musical style that cross-fertilizes jazz and 
rock 

— cross-fertil-i-za-tion also Brit cross-fertilisa¬ 
tion /'krais,fa^tala'zeijan, Brit 'krDs,f3it3,lai'zei/3n/ noun 
[noncount] 

cross-fire /'krais,faja*/ noun [singular] : shots that come 
from two or more places so that the bullets cross through the 
same area ■ Several civilians were killed in the crossfire dur¬ 
ing the battle. ■ The war volunteers were at risk of being 
caught in the crossfire. — sometimes used figuratively ■ She 
was caught in the crossfire between her quarrelling sisters. 
I=she became involved in the quarrel between her sisters and 
they became angry at her] ■ a presidential candidate who has 
become caught in a political crossfire after making com¬ 
ments that angered both liberals and conservatives 
cross-hair /'krais,he»/ noun, pi -hairs [count] : a very thin 
wire or thread that is seen when you look into a microscope, 
telescope, etc., and that is used for precisely viewing or aim¬ 
ing at something 

in the crosshairs : being aimed at by a gun (such as a rifle) 
that has an aiming device with crosshairs — often used fig¬ 
uratively ■ The senator’s voting record was in the crosshairs 
of his political rivals. I=was being targeted by his political 
rivals] 

cross-hatch /'krais,haetf/ verb -hatch*es; -hatched; 
-hatch*ing [+ obj] : to mark or draw (something) with sets 
of lines that cross each other ■ The fields were crosshatched 
by plowed paths. 

— cross-hatching noun [noncount] ■ The artist used cross- 
hatching to fill in the shaded areas. 

cross-ing /'kraisirj/ noun, pi -ings [count] 

1 : a place where two things (such as a street and a railroad 
track) cross each other ■ Stop at the railroad crossing. ■ Fed¬ 
eral agents questioned us at the border crossing. [=the place 
where people go across the border between two countries] 

2 : a place where you can cross a street, stream, etc. ■ a cross¬ 
ing for ferry boats — see picture at street; see also pedes¬ 
trian CROSSING, PELICAN CROSSING, ZEBRA CROSSING 

3 a : the act of going across something ■ the crossing of a 
mountain range b : a voyage across water ■ a weeklong 
crossing of the Atlantic Ocean 

crossing guard noun, pi guards [count] : a person 
whose job is to help people (such as schoolchildren) go 
across busy streets safely 

cross-legged /'krais,legad/ adj : having the legs crossed • 
She curled up into a cross-legged position. 

— cross-legged adv - She sat cross-legged. • The kids sat on 
the floor cross-legged. [=with their legs crossed and their 
knees spread wide apart] 

cross-over /'krais,ouva/ noun, pi -overs [count] : a 
change from one style or type of activity to another ■ The ac¬ 


tor made a smooth crossover to politics. ■ a rock musician's 
crossovers into jazz and soul music — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ a successful crossover artist/star/celebrity ■ a ro¬ 
mantic movie that has crossover appeal to fans of science fic¬ 
tion — see also cross over at 2 cross 
cross-piece /'krais,piis/ noun, pi -piec*es [count] : some¬ 
thing (such as a piece of wood) that is placed or that lies 
across something else ■ The carpenter attached a crosspiece 
to each side of the frame to give extra support to the roof, 
cross—pol-ll-nate /'kra:s'pa:la,neit/ verb -nates; -nat- 
ed; -nat-lng [+ obj] 

1 botany : to move pollen from one flower to another 

2 : cross-fertilize 2 • cross-pollinating different musical 
styles 

— cross—pol-li-na-tion /,krais,paila'neijan/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

Cross—pur-pOS-es /'krais'papssaz/ noun 
at cross-purposes : in a way that causes confusion or fail¬ 
ure because people are working or talking with different 
goals or purposes ■ We’ll never succeed together if we con¬ 
tinue to work at cross-purposes (with each other). ■ It be¬ 
came clear that they were talking at cross-purposes. 
cross—re-fer /.kraisn'fa 1 / verb -fers; -ferred; -fenring 
: to direct a reader to more information that can be found in 
another place [+ obj] The entry for "gram” cross-refers you 
to a table of weights, [no obj] The entry cross-refers to a table 
of weights. 

1 cross—ref-er-ence /'krais'refrans/ noun, pi -enc-es 

[count] : a note in a book (such as a dictionary) that tells you 
where to look for more information ■ The almanac includes 
cross-references to a map and timeline for each countiy. 
2 cross-reference verb -ences; -enced; -enc-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to supply (something, such as a book) with cross- 
references ■ The book is heavily cross-referenced. 

2 : cross-refer [no obj] The article on alligators in the en¬ 
cyclopedia cross-references to the entry on crocodiles. [+ 
obj] The census figures are cross-referenced to more detailed 
information about each state. 

cross-road /'krais,rood/ noun, pi -roads [count] 

1 : a place where two or more roads cross ■ Traffic was 
stopped at the crossroad. — often plural in form ■ They ar¬ 
rived at a crossroads marked by a signpost. — often used fig¬ 
uratively to refer to a place or time at which a decision must 
be made ■ The industry is at a critical crossroad. ■ We’ve 
reached a crossroads [=tumingpoint] in our relationship. 

2 : a road that crosses a main road or that runs across land 
between main roads ■ We turned onto a crossroad. 

cross section noun, pi ~ -tions 

1 : a view or drawing that shows what the inside of some¬ 
thing looks like after a cut has been made across it [count] a 
detailed cross section of the human brain [noncount] The 
drawing showed the human brain in cross section. 

2 [count] : a small group that includes examples of the differ¬ 
ent types of people or things in a larger group ■ The class sur¬ 
veyed a cross section of the student body. ■ The people in our 
neighborhood are/form a representative cross section of 
American society. 

— cross—seotion-al /'krais'sek/anal/ adj ■ a cross- 
sectional view of the brain 

cross-stitch /'krais,stitf/ noun, pi -stitch-es [count] : a 
stitch in the shape of an X ■ The blouse had cross-stitches 
around the neckline. 

Cross-town /'krais'taun/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : located on different sides of a town or city ■ The two 
schools were crosstown rivals in baseball. 

2 : going across a town or city ■ We rode a crosstown bus. ■ 
crosstown traffic 

— crosstown adv ■ He drove crosstown to pick up his 
daughter. 

cross-walk /'krais,waik/ noun, pi -walks [count] US : a 
marked path where people can safely walk across a street or 
road — called also pedestrian crossing; see picture at STREET 
cross-wind /'krais,wind/ noun, pi -winds [count] : a wind 
that blows across the direction that something (such as an 
airplane) is moving in 

1 Cross-wise /'krais,waiz/ adv : from one side or comer to 
the other : ACROSS ■ Cut the potato crosswise rather than 
lengthwise into thin slices. 

2 crosswise adj 

1 : going from one side or comer to another ■ a crosswise cut 

2 US, informal : involved in a conflict or disagreement ■ He 
got crosswise with his boss and nearly lost his job. 
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cross-word puzzle 

/'krais,wad-/ noun, pi ~ 
puzzles [count] : a puzzle 
in which words that are 
the answers to clues are 
written into a pattern of 
numbered squares that go 
across and down ■ My fa¬ 
ther does the crossword 
puzzle every morning. — 
called also crossword 
crotch /'kraitf/ noun, pi 
crotctves [count] : the 
part of the body where the 
legs join together; also 
: the part of a piece of 
clothing that covers this 
part of the body ■ the crotch of the pants/shorts/pajamas — 
called also {Brit) crutch /'krAtf/ 

crotch-et /'kra.tfat/ noun, pi -ets [count] Brit : Quarter 
note 

crotch*ety /'kraitf ati/ adi [more most ~]: often annoyed 

and angry : grouchy ■ None of the students dared to talk 
back to the crotchety old teacher. 

crouch /'krautf/ verb crouch-es; crouched; crouch-ing 

[no obj] 

1 : to lower your body to the ground by bending your legs ■ 
She crouched down, trying to get a closer look at the spider. 

— see picture at position 

2 of an animal : to lie on the stomach close to the ground 
with the legs bent ■ The lion crouched in the tall grass, wait¬ 
ing to attack the gazelle. 

— crouch noun, pi crouches [count] ■ The runner was in a 
tense crouch, waiting for the signal to start the race. 
— crouched adj ■ a crouched position 

Croup /'kruip/ noun [noncount] : a sickness that young chil¬ 
dren sometimes get that makes them cough a lot and have 
trouble breathing 

— croupy /'kruipi/ adj ■ a croupy cough 
crou*pi*6r/'kru:pij3y noun, pi -ers [count] : a person whose 

job is to collect and pay out money in a casino 
CrOU a ton /'kru:,ta;n/ noun, pi -tons [count] : a small piece 
of bread that is toasted or fried until it is crisp Croutons 
are usually served on salads or in soups. 

1 crow /'krou/ noun, pi crows [count] 

1 : a large black bird that has a loud and harsh cry — see 
color picture on page C9 

2 Crow : a member of a Native American people of the 
western U.S. 

as the crow flies : in a straight line ■ They live about three 
miles from here as the crow flies, though the actual drive is 
more like six (miles). 
eat crow see eat 

— compare 2 crow; see alsc jim crow 

2 crow noun, pi crows [count] : the loud, high sound a rooster 
makes or a similar sound ■ the cock's/rooster’s loud crow ■ 
The boy gave a little crow of delight when he mastered the 
puzzle. — compare 1 crow 
3 crow verb crows; crowed; crowding 

1 [no obf] : to make the loud, high sound that a rooster 
makes or a similar sound ■ The cock/rooster crowed as the 
sun began to rise. • The boy crowed with delight. 

2 : to talk in a way that shows too much pride about some¬ 
thing you have done : to brag loudly or joyfully [no obf] The 
rest of us were sick of hearing her crow about/over her suc¬ 
cess. [+ obf] “I’ve won three times in a row," he crowed. = He 
crowed that he had won three times in a row. 

crow«bar /'krou,baay noun, pi -bars [count] : a metal bar 
that has a thin flat edge at one end and is used to open or lift 
things 

1 crowd /*kraud/ verb crowds; crowd-ed; crowding 

1 a [+ obf] : to fill (something) so that there is little or no 
room for anyone or anything else : to take up much or most 
of the space in (an area or space) ■ College students crowded 
[=packed] the little bar on the night of the poetry reading. ■ 
Boxes crowded the floor of my apartment. ■ There are too 
many products crowding the market. ■ The hall was crowded 
[=crammed, packed] with scientists from around the world ■ 
streets crowded with traffic b [+ obf] : to push or force 
(something) into a small space ■ The club has been accused 
of crowding too many people into too small a space. C [no 


obj] : to move into a small space — + into or onto ■ The four 
of us crowded into a little booth at the restaurant. ■ We 
crowded onto the bus. 

2 [+ obf] : to form a tight group around (something or some¬ 
one) ■ Several horses were crowding [=crowding around] the 
water trough. ■ By the end of the 10th mile, three bicyclists 
were crowding the racer in front. 

3 [+ obj] chiefly US : to stand very close or too close to 
(someone or something) ■ Please move back. You’re crowd¬ 
ing me. ■ ( baseball) The batter was crowding the plate. — 
sometimes used Figuratively ■ He said he broke up with his 
last girlfriend because she was beginning to crowd him. [=she 
was not allowing him enough privacy and independence] 
crowd around/round [phrasal verb] crowd around/round or 

crowd around/round (something or someone) : to form a 
tight group around (something or someone) ■ A small 
group of people crowded around the car. ■ When one of the 
protesters began to speak, the people crowded around 
(him) to hear what he had to say. 
crowded together 4- If a group of people or things are 
crowded together, they are next to and usually touching 
each other in a space that is too small. ■ We need to orga¬ 
nize the closet so that the shoes aren’t crowded together, 
crowd in [phrasal verb] 1 : to move as a group into a small 
space ■ When we got to the elevator, everybody tried to 
crowd in. 2 of thoughts, memories, etc. : to come into your 
mind : to occupy your thinking — often + on ■ When I 
smell a pie baking, memories of childhood holidays crowd 
in on me. [^memories fill my mind] 
crowd out [phrasal verb] crowd out (something or someone) 
or crowd (something or someone) out : to push, move, or 
force (something or someone) out of a place or situation 
by filling its space ■ The quick-growing grass is crowding 
out native plants. ■ She worries that junk food is crowding 
fruits and vegetables out of her children's diet. 

2 crowd noun, pi crowds 

1 [count] : a large group of people who are together in one 
place ■ The President will address the crowd later. ■ The 
crowd is restless. = (Brit) The crowd are restless. ■ a crowd of 
kids/reporters/shoppers ■ The formerly unknown singer now 
regularly performs to crowds of 10,000 (people). ■ Crowds 
lined the street to watch the parade. ■ His speeches always 
draw a big/large crowd. I=a lot of people come to hear him 
speak] ■ You can avoid the crowds by visiting a popular re¬ 
sort area in the off-season. ■ police trained in crowd control 

2 the crowd : ordinary people : people who are not special 
or unusual ■ kids trying to distinguish themselves from the 
crowd ■ She prefers to be one of the crowd. [=she prefers to 
not be noticed or treated in any special way] 4- Someone 
who is just another face in the crowd is not famous or well- 
known. ■ Until her book became a best seller, she was fust 
another face in the crowd. Someone or something that 
stands out from the crowd is unusual in a good way. ■ As a 
teacher, he always stood out from the crowd. ■ The high qual¬ 
ity of these tools makes them stand out from the crowd. 4- 
Someone who follows the crowd or goes with the crowd 
does whatever most other people are doing. ■ He was never 
one to follow the crowd, so we weren’t surprised when he 
dropped out of college to start his own business. 

3 [singular] : a group of people who spend time together or 
have something in common ■ Her parents are concerned that 
she’s been hanging out with a bad crowd. [=with people who 
do illegal or immoral things] — usually used with the ■ Her 
parents are concerned that she’s been hanging out with the 
wrong crowd. ■ The new dance club caters to the under-18 
crowd. I=to people who are less than 18 years old] 

join the crowd 1 : to become part of a larger group : to do 
what most other people are doing ■ You can find a private 
hideaway or join the crowd at the beach. 2 informal — 
used to say that the problems or feelings someone is having 
are problems or feelings that you have had yourself" If you 
don’t understand the rules, join the crowd [=(more com¬ 
monly) join the club]: no one else does either! 
two’s company, three’s a crowd see company 
crowded adj [more most ~]: filled with too many people 
or things ■ a crowded bar/lobby/waiting room ■ The library 
was so crowded today! — often + with ■ The room was crowd¬ 
ed [-crammed, packed] with people, 
crowd—pleas»er /'kraud,pli:z^/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a 
person, performance, or food that most people like ■ The 
play is a guaranteed crowd-pleaser. (=it is certain that many 
people will like the play] 
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— crowd— pleas-ing /'kraud.plirzirj/ adj ■ a crowd-pleasing 
show 

1 crown /'kraun/ noun, pi crowns 

1 [count] a : a decorative object that is shaped like a circle 
and worn on the head of a king or queen for special ceremo¬ 
nies -$■ Crowns are usually made of gold or silver and deco¬ 
rated with jewels, b : a similar object worn by someone 
who is not an actual king or queen ■ The winner of the beau¬ 
ty pageant walked down the runway wearing her sparkling 
crown. C : a ring of leaves or flowers worn on the head of 
someone who has won a game, contest, or award 

2 the crown or the Crown : the government of a country 
that is officially ruled by a king or queen ■ the blessing of the 
Spanish crown ■ allegiance to the crown • She was appointed 
by the Crown. 

3 the crown : the position of power that a king or queen has 
■ When the king died childless, his brother assumed the 
crown. [=his brother became king] 

4 [count] : something (such as a badge or decoration) in the 
shape of a king’s or queen’s crown ■ a jacket with a crown in¬ 
signia on the pocket 

5 [count] : the title or position held by the person who has 
won a particular competition : championship — usually 
singular ■ If he loses this match, he’ll lose the heavyweight 
boxing crown. [=he will no longer be the champion] 

6 [count] : the part of a tooth that can be seen ■ an artificial 
crown made of porcelain 

7 [count]: the top of the head — usually singular ■ She has a 
big bump on the crown [-top] of her head. 

8 [count] : the part of a hat that covers the top of the head — 
usually singular ■ The hat has a rounded crown and a wide 
brim. — see picture at hat 

9 [count] : the highest part of something (such as a tree or 
mountain) • From the tower, we could see the crowns of the 
trees below. 

10 [count] a : a unit of money used in several European 
countries ■ Norwegian crowns b : an old British coin worth 
five shillings 

— crown adj, always used before a noun ■ a crown appointee 
[=someone appointed by the government of a king or 
queen] 

J crown verb crowns; crowned; crown-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to put a crown on (a new king, queen, etc.) : to give 
(someone) the power and title of a king or queen — usually 
used as (be) crowned ■ She was crowned queen at the age of 
18 . 

2 : to officially or formally give (someone) the title or posi¬ 
tion of a champion, winner, etc. ■ The U.S. Open will crown a 
new champion Sunday. [=someone will be proclaimed cham¬ 
pion at the U.S. Open championship] ■ The magazine 
crowned her the new queen of rock-and-roll music. 

3 : to end (something) in a successful and impressive way ■ 
She crowned her long and distinguished career by designing 
the city’s beautiful new bridge. 

4 literary : to be on top of (something) : to form the top of 
(something) • Snow crowns the mountain year-round. — 
usually used as (be) crowned ■ The mountain is crowned with 
snow all year round. ■ a hill crowned with yellow daffodils ■ 
Her head is crowned by/with thick red hair. 

5 : to put an artificial crown on (a tooth) ■ I broke a tooth 
and I’ll have to have it crowned. 

6 informal : to hit (someone) on the head ■ He got crowned 
with a beer bottle. 

to crown It all Brit — used to indicate the last and usually 
worst thing in a series of bad things that have happened ■ It 
rained, it snowed, and, to crown it all [=to top it off], our 
flight was canceled. 

crown colony noun, pi ~ -nies [count]: a colony (such as 
Gibraltar or the Falkland Islands) that is under the control 
of the British government 

Crowning adj, always used before a noun : greatest or most 
complete ■ The bridge is the architect’s crowning achieve¬ 
ment. ■ His refusal to see me was the crowning [=worst, ulti¬ 
mate] insult. ■ The town’s crowning glory is its old cathedral. 
[=the cathedral is the town's best feature] ■ Her hair is her 
crowning gloiy. 

crown jewel noun, pi ~ -els 

1 the crown jewels : the crown, scepter, and other jeweled 
objects that a king or queen uses on formal occasions 

2 [count] : the most valuable or attractive thing in a collec¬ 
tion or group ■ The painting is the crown jewel of the muse¬ 
um’s collection. ■ one of the company’s crown jewels 


crown molding noun, pi -ings [count, noncount] US : a 
long, narrow decorative piece of wood that is used in some 
rooms to cover the place where the walls and ceiling come 
together 

crown prince noun.pl ■—■ princes [count] 

1 : a prince who is expected to become king when the cur¬ 
rent king or queen dies ■ Crown Prince George ■ the Crown 
Prince of Spain 

2 : a man or boy who people expect to become a leader in 
some field ■ He’s been heralded as the crown prince of jazz. 

crown princess noun, pi ~ -cesses [count] 

1 : the wife of a crown prince 

2 : a princess who is expected to become queen when the 
current king or queen dies ■ Crown Princess Lydia 

3 : a woman or girl who people expect to become a leader in 
some field ■ She is ice-skating’s new crown princess. 

Crow’s-feet / , krouz,fi:t/ noun [plural] : wrinkles around 
the outer corners of a person’s eyes ■ a new cream that is 
supposed to get rid of crow's-feet 
crow’s nest noun, pi ■— nests [count] : a platform with 
short walls that is high on a ship’s mast and from which you 
can see things (such as land and other ships) that are far 
away 

CRT abbr cathode-ray tube 

cru«cial /■kruJW adj [more most ~] : extremely impor¬ 
tant ■ Vitamins are crucial for maintaining good health. ■ 
Eggs are a crucial [= essential ] ingredient in this recipe. ■ a 
crucial distinction/difference ■ It’s crucial that we arrive be¬ 
fore 8 o’clock. ■ Teachers are crucial to the success of the 
school. • She played a crucial role in the meeting. ■ Tonight’s 
game is the crucial [^decisive] game of the series. [=whoever 
wins this game will win the series] ■ a crucial decision 

— cru-ciaMy adv ■ crucially important 
cru*ci*ble /‘kru-.sabal/ noun, pi -ci*bles [count] 

1 : a pot in which metals or other substances are heated to a 
very high temperature or melted 

2 formal + literary : a difficult test or challenge ■ He’s ready 
to face the crucible of the Olympics. 

3 formal + literaiy : a place or situation that forces people to 
change or make difficult decisions ■ His character was 
formed in the crucible of war. 

crU"Ci*fix /’kruisa^iks/ noun, pi -fix«es [count] : a model of 
a cross with a figure of Jesus Christ crucified on it ■ He wears 
a crucifix on a chain around his neck. 
cru*ci*fiX'ion /(kru.-sa'fikJan/ noun, pi -ions 

1 [noncount] : an act of killing someone by nailing or tying 
his or her hands and feet to a cross : an act of crucifying 
someone ■ the crucifixion of the rebel Spartacus 

2 the Crucifixion : the killing of Jesus Christ on a cross 
cru*Ci*form /'kruisa^oam/ adj ‘ in the shape of a cross ■ a 

cruciform church 

cru«ci-fy /'kru:s3,fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to kill (someone) by nailing or tying his or her hands and 
feet to a cross ■ Jesus Christ was crucified. 

2 informal: to criticize (someone or something) very harshly 
■ They crucified her in the newspapers for having an affair. 

crud /'krAd/ noun [noncount] informal 

1 : a dirty or greasy substance ■ I spent an hour scrubbing 
the crud off the old stove. 

2 chiefly US : something unpleasant or worthless ■ He com¬ 
plains that there’s too much crud on TV these days. 

crud-dy /'krAdi/ adj crud-di-er, -est informal 

1 : dirty or greasy ■ a cmddy old stove 

2 US a : not of good quality ■ They did a cruddy [-lousy] 
job with the repairs, b : not well or happy ■ I felt cruddy 
[=lousy, sick] the day after the party. ■ I feel cruddy [=sorry. 
bad] about what I said. 

1 crude /'kru-.d/ adj crud»er; crud*est [also more most ~] 

1 : very simple and basic : made or done in a way that does 
not show a lot of skill ■ crude tools ■ a crude instrument/ 
drawing ■ They built a crude shelter out of branches. 

2 : rude in a way that makes people uncomfortable; especial¬ 
ly : talking about sexual matters in a rude way ■ They tell a 
lot of crude [=vulgar] jokes. 

3 : very simple and basic in a way that is true but not com¬ 
plete ■ a crude summary of the country’s history ■ a crude 
theory ■ a crude [-rough] estimate ■ She first described the 
procedure in crude terms, and then went into more detail. 

— crudedy adv ■ a crudely drawn picture ■ To put it crudely 
[=bluntly], I just don’t like you. — crude-ness noun [non¬ 
count] • He doesn’t appreciate the crudeness of their jokes. 

2 crude noun [noncount] : oil as it exists in the ground : petro- 
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leum that is not yet ready to be used as fuel — called also 
crude oil 

cru«di*tes /,kru:di'tei/ noun \plural\ : pieces of raw vegeta¬ 
bles (such as carrots and celery) that are served before a 
meal usually with a sauce for dipping 
cru*di*ty / a kru:ddti/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : the quality or state of being crude ■ the crudity 
of the drawing 

2 [count] : something that is crude ■ The movie’s crudities 
were supposed to be funny, but they didn’t make me laugh. 

cru«el /'kru:l/ adj, US cru-el-er or Brit cru-eMer; US cru¬ 
ellest or Brit cru-eMest [also more —; most ~] 

1 — used to describe people who hurt others and do not feel 
sorry about it ■ a cruel dictator/tyrant ■ Children can be cru¬ 
el, as any child who has been made fun of by others knows. ■ 
He says he can’t trust people who are cruel to animals. ■ a 
cruel smile [=the smile of a cruel person] 

2 : causing or helping to cause suffering : terrible and unfair 
■ a cruel joke ■ It was a very cruel [=hurtful] thing to say. ■ I 
thought it was rather cruel [-unkind] of them to give her all 
the dirty work. ■ a cruel twist of fate ■ Hunger is a cruel fact 
of nature. ■ Life has dealt them some cruel blows in recent 
years. [=some very bad things have happened to them in re¬ 
cent years] ■ The law forbids cruel and unusual punishment. 
J=punishment that is very harsh and inappropriate for the 
crime] 

— cru-eMy adv • treated cruelly • He was cruelly beaten. 
cru*el-ty /■krudti/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : a desire to cause others to suffer : the quality 
or state of being cruel ■ a dictator/tyrant known for his cruel¬ 
ty ■ The cruelty of children can be surprising. 

2 a [noncount] : actions that cause suffering ■ They protested 
against cruelty to animals. ■ physical and emotional cruelty 
b [count]: an act or occurrence that causes suffering — usu¬ 
ally plural ■ The prisoners endured awful cruelties. • the cru¬ 
elties of life/nature/war 

Cru-et /'kru’.wat/ noun, pi -ets [count] 

1 US : a small glass bottle that is used at the table during 
meals to hold vinegar, oil, or sauce 

2 Brit : a container or set of containers used at the table dur¬ 
ing meals to hold salt, pepper, oil, etc. 

1 cruise /'kru:z/ verb cruis-es; cruised; cruis-ing 

1 : to travel on a boat or ship to a number of places as a va¬ 
cation [no obj ] We cruised for a week down the Yangtze Riv¬ 
er. [+ obj] He dreams of cruising the Mediterranean. 

2 [no obj] of a car, airplane, etc. : to move along at a steady 
speed ■ The bus was cruising at 55 miles per hour. ■ We were 
cruising along/down the highway. ■ The plane was cruising at 
30,000 feet. 

3 : to drive or be driven slowly (+ obj] On Friday nights, 
teenagers cruise the main street in town to show off their 
cars, [no obj ] A car cruised past us. 

4 [no obj] : to do something easily : to easily succeed at 
something ■ She cruised [-waltzed, breezed] through the 
exam. ■ The team cruised to victory in the last game. 

5 [+ obj]: to move around in (a place) without a specific pur¬ 
pose but usually with the hope of finding something interest¬ 
ing ■ 1 cruised the mall for a couple hours on Saturday. — of¬ 
ten used figuratively ■ She spent hours cruising [=(more 
commonly) surfing] the Internet. • He’s always cruising the 
radio dial for new music. 

6 slang : to go (somewhere) in search of a sexual partner [+ 
obj] They’re out cruising bars, [no obj] a group of teenage 
guys out cruising for girls 

2 cruise noun, pi cruises [count] : a journey on a boat or ship 
to a number of places as a vacation ■ We went on a weeklong 
cruise down the Yangtze River. ■ They went on a cruise for 
their honeymoon. • a Mediterranean cruise — sometimes 
used before another noun ■ Which cruise line should I book 
my trip with? — see also cruise ship 
Cruise control noun [noncount] 

1 : a device in a vehicle that a driver turns on to make the 
vehicle continue at whatever speed the driver has chosen 

2 : a relaxed pace that does not require a lot of effort ■ She 
admits that she’s been doing the job so long that she’s on 
cruise control. [=she does not put a lot of effort into the job] 

cruise missile noun, pi ~ -siles [count] : a large military 
weapon that flies close to the ground and is directed to a spe¬ 
cific place to explode 
cruis-er /'kru:za7 noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 US : POLICE CAR 

2 : a large and fast military ship 


3 : a boat that has room to live on and that is used for plea¬ 
sure — called also cabin cruiser 
cruise ship noun, pi ~ ships [count] : a large ship that 
takes many people on a cruise at one time : a large ship that 
stops at different ports and carries passengers who are trav¬ 
eling for pleasure — called also cruise liner, see picture at 
SHIP 

cruising altitude noun, pi - tudes : the height in the 

sky at which an airplane stays for most of a flight [non¬ 
count] The pilot announced that we’d reached cruising alti¬ 
tude. [count] a cruising altitude of 40,000 feet 
Cruising speed noun, pi ~ speeds : the speed at which 
an airplane, a boat, etc., usually moves when it is traveling at 
a fast speed for a long distance [count] The boat has a cruis¬ 
ing speed of 25 knots, [noncount] The boat handled well at 
cruising speed. 

cruMer /'krxW noun, pi -lers [count] US : a sweet food 
made from a piece of dough that has been twisted and fried 
crumb /'krAin/ noun, pi crumbs [count] 

1 : a very small piece of food - He swept the crumbs from un¬ 
der the table. ^ Crumbs are usually pieces of baked foods 
like bread or cake. They are sometimes used in cooking. ■ 
The pie’s crust is made with cookie crumbs. ■ Coat the fish in 
bread crumbs before frying it. 

2 informal : a very small amount of something — usually + 
of ■ hoping for any crumb of affection ■ They couldn’t find a 
crumb of evidence against her. 

1 crum.ble /'krAmbal/ verb crum-bles; crum-bled, crum¬ 
bling 

1 (+ obj] : to break (something) into small pieces ■ Crumble 
the cookies into small bits. • The recipe calls for the herbs to 
be crumbled. 

2 [no obj] : to separate into many small pieces : to fall apart ■ 
The arch had crumbled [-disintegrated] under the weight of 
all those stones. ■ bones so old they had crumbled to dust ■ 
crumbling buildings/monuments/walls 

3 [no obj ]: to break down completely : to stop functioning • 
Peace talks between the two parties have crumbled. [=col- 
lapsed] ■ She was extremely depressed after her marriage 
crumbled. ■ their crumbling marriage 

that’s the way the cookie crumbles see cookie 
2 crumble noun, pi crumbles 

1 crumbles [plural] US : small pieces of something that has 
been crumbled ■ crumbles of blue cheese 

2 [count, noncount] chiefly Brit : 2 crisp 2 ■ an apple crumble 
crum-bly /'krAmbali/ adj crum»bli«er; -est: easily broken 

into small pieces ■ crumbly soil ■ a crumbly cheese 
Crumbs /'krAinz/ interj, Brit, informal — used to express 
surprise ■ Crumbs 1 . 1 can’t believe he did it! 
crum*my /'krAmi/ adj crum«mi«er; -est informal 

1 : not pleasant ■ We’ve had crummy [=lousy] weather all 
week. 

2 : not of good quality ■ The plumbers did a crummy [=lousy] 
job putting in the new sink. ■ a crummy story 

3 chiefly US : not well or happy ■ I felt crummy [=sick, lousy] 
all day yesterday. ■ I feel crummy [=bad, sorry] about the way 
I treated her. 

crum-pet /'krAmpat/ noun, pi -pets Brit 

1 [count] : a small round bread that has a smooth bottom 
and holes in the top and that is eaten hot with butter 

2 informal + sometimes offensive : a sexually attractive per¬ 
son [noncount] He’s looking for a bit of crumpet. [=he’s 
looking for an attractive woman to have sex with] [count] 
Because he is brainy as well as handsome, the actor is often 
referred to as “the thinking woman’s crumpet.” 

crum-ple /'krAmpal/ verb crum*ples; crum-pled; crum¬ 
pling 

1 a [+ obj] : to press or squeeze (something) so that it is no 
longer flat or smooth ■ She crumpled the piece of paper into 
a ball and tossed it into the garbage can. ■ The car’s fender 
was crumpled in the accident. ■ a crumpled napkin/suit/bill 
— often + up ■ He crumpled up the note and threw it away, 
b [no obj ] : to become wrinkled or bent : to stop being 
smooth or flat ■ The fabric is stiff and does not crumple 
[-wrinkle, rumple] easily. ■ Her face crumpled [=she looked 
like she was going to cry] when we told her that she couldn't 
come with us. 

2 [no obj] : to suddenly bend and fall ■ At the sight of blood, 
he crumpled to the floor. 

crumple zone noun, pi ~ zones [count] technical : the 
front part of a vehicle that is designed to bend easily in an ac¬ 
cident so that the people inside are protected 
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1 crunch /'krAntf/ verb crunch-es; crunched; crunching 

1 [no obj 1 a : to make the loud sound of something being 
crushed • The snow crunched underfoot, b : to move along 
a surface that makes the loud sound of something being 
crushed ■ We could hear the truck’s tires crunching along the 
gravel road. 

2 [+ obj] : to process (numbers, information, etc.) : to exam¬ 
ine and analyze (numbers, information, etc.) • When she 
crunched the numbers, she found that the business’s profits 
were actually much lower than the company had said. — see 
also NUMBER CRUNCHER 

crunch on [phrasal verb ] crunch on (something) : to chew (a 
piece of food) in a way that makes a loud sound ■ She 
crunched on a carrot while watching TV. ■ crunching on po¬ 
tato chips 

2 crunch noun, pi crunches 

1 a [count] : the sound made when something hard is being 
chewed or crushed : a crunching sound ■ the crunch of 
someone eating a carrot ■ We could hear the crunch of the 
truck’s tires on the gravel road, b [noncount] : the quality 
of a food that produces a loud sound when it is chewed : a 
crunchy quality ■ The nuts give the salad crunch. [=the nuts 
make the salad somewhat crunchy] 

2 the crunch : a very difficult point or situation ■ The 
crunch came when the computer stopped working. — see 
also CRUNCH TIME 

3 [count] US : a situation in which there is not enough of 
something — usually singular ■ The city’s budget crunch 
means that streets will not be repaired this spring. [=because 
the city does not have enough money, streets will not be re¬ 
paired] ■ The project is facing a time crunch. • an energy 
crunch [=(more commonly) crisis ] 

4 [count]: a stomach exercise in which you lie on your back, 
raise the top part of your body until your shoulders are off 
the floor, and then lower it — usually plural ■ I try to do 50 
crunches a day. — compare sit-up 

crunch time noun [noncount] informal : the most impor¬ 
tant time in a game, event, etc. : a critical moment ■ The 
team had trained well, but at crunch time they just couldn’t 
perform. 

crunchy /■krAntfi/ adj crunch«i*er; -est : having a hard 
texture and making a loud sound when chewed or crushed 
: not soft or mushy • crunchy chips/cereal/vegetables ■ 
crunchy snow ■ These cookies are very crunchy. 

1 cru-sade /kru'seid/ noun, pi -sades [count] 

1 Crusade : any one of the wars that European Christian 
countries fought against Muslims in Palestine in the 11th, 
12th, and 13th centuries — usually plural 

2 : a major effort to change something — usually +for or 
against • She has devoted herself to the crusade for equal 
rights for all people. ■ a crusade [=campaign] against crime/ 
pollution ■ a politician conducting/waging a crusade against 
organized labor 

2 crusade verb -sad-ed; -saddng [no obj] : to take part in a 
major effort to change something — usually +for or against 
■ She has crusaded for equal rights for all people. ■ They are 
crusading [= campaigning ] against crime/pollution. 

— cru*sad*er or Crusader noun, pi -ers [count] ■ human 
rights crusaders ■ the Crusaders of the Middle Ages 

1 crush /'krAj'/ verb crush-es; crushed; crushing [+ obj] 

1 : to press or squeeze (something) so hard that it breaks or 
loses its shape ■ Unfortunately some of the flowers got 
crushed when we were moving them. ■ crushing grapes ■ The 
bicycle was crushed under the truck’s tires. ■ The machine 
crushes the cans so that they can be stored until they are re¬ 
cycled. ■ Her arm was crushed in the accident. ■ Several peo¬ 
ple were crushed to death [=killed by being crushed] as the 
crowd rushed for the exit doors. 

2 : to break (something) into a powder or very small pieces 
by pressing, pounding, or grinding it ■ Crush the nuts and 
sprinkle them on top of the cake. ■ The rocks were crushed 
into dust. ■ crushed herbs/ice/garlic 

3 : to defeat (a person or group that opposes you) by using a 
lot of force ■ The king sent out his special forces to crush 
[=quash] the rebellion. 

4 : to make (someone) feel very unhappy, upset, etc. ■ The 
novelist was crushed by the editor's comments. ■ A string of 
bad luck had crushed his spirit. ■ He was crushed by regret. ■ 
She owed many people money, and felt crushed [= over¬ 
whelmed ] by the debt. 

— crush*er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a garlic crusher ■ They 
used an electric crusher to crush the grapes. 


2 crush noun, pi crushes 

1 [count] a : a strong feeling of romantic love for someone 
that is usually not expressed and does not last a long time ^ 
The person who has a crush is usually young or is behaving 
or feeling like a young person. 1 a childhood crush ■ a school¬ 
girl crush [=romantic feelings felt by a schoolgirl or by some¬ 
one who is being compared to a schoolgirl] — often + on • 
All through high school I had a crush on the art teacher. ■ I 
think he’s got a crush on her. b : the person on whom you 
have a crush ■ Yesterday I saw my old high school crush for 
the first time in five years. 

2 [count] : a crowd of people who are pressed close together 
■ The crush in the train station is at its worst during the after¬ 
noon rush hour. ■ Outside the hotel stood a crush of report¬ 
ers waiting for her arrival. 

3 [noncount] chiefly Brit : a drink made from fruit juice ■ or¬ 
ange crush 

Crushing adj : very bad, harmful, or severe ■ The team suf¬ 
fered a crushing loss. • They are struggling to escape the 
crushing poverty they’ve known all their lives. ■ The news 
came as a crushing blow. • a crushing insult 
crust /'krAst/ noun, pi crusts 

1 : the hard outer surface of bread [count] Her children pre¬ 
fer to eat their sandwiches with the crusts [=the outer edges 
of the bread slices] cut off. ■ a crunchy/chewy crust [non¬ 
count] Her children prefer to eat their sandwiches with the 
crust cut off. 

2 : the outside part of a pie : piecrust [count] Bake the pie 
until the crust [-top] is golden brown, [noncount] a pie with 
flaky crust 

3 [count, noncount] : the bread that is used to make a pizza ■ 
He likes pizza with thin/thick crust. ■ She ate three slices of 
pizza, but left the crusts [=the thick, outer pieces of the crust] 
on her plate. 

4 [count, noncount] : a hard layer on the surface of some¬ 
thing ■ Our feet broke through the thin crust of ice and into 
the snow below. • the Earth’s crust 

earn a/your crust Brit, informal : to earn the money that 
you need to live : to earn a living • I'm really a poet, but 
I've got to earn my crust as an accountant. 

- see also upper crust 

crus-ta«cean /krs'steijan/ noun, pi -ceans [count] techni¬ 
cal : a type of animal (such as a crab or lobster) that has sev¬ 
eral pairs of legs and a body made up of sections that are 
covered in a hard outer shell Crustaceans usually live in 
the water. 

- crustacean adj 

crust-ed /'krAstad/ adj ■ having a hard surface layer ■ crust¬ 
ed snow ■ mud-crusted shoes [=mud-encrusted shoes] — of¬ 
ten + with ■ fish crusted with blackened spices 
crusty /'krAsti/a# crust-ber; -est 

1 : harsh and unfriendly ■ a crusty old man A crusty per¬ 
son often seems unfriendly at first but is really kinder and 
more caring than he or she seems. Crusty is usually used to 
describe old people. 

2 of food ; having a thick or crisp crust ■ a basket of warm, 
crusty bread 

3 : having a crust : having a hard surface layer • We could 
see deer tracks in the crusty snow bank. 

- crustiness noun [noncount] 
crutch /'krAtf/ noun, pi crutch«es [count] 

1 : a long stick with a padded piece at the top that fits under 
a person’s arm — usually plural People who have difficul¬ 
ty walking often use crutches to help them walk. ■ He's able 
to walk short distances with crutches but prefers his wheel¬ 
chair. ■ I was on crutches [=1 was using crutches to walk] for 
six weeks after I broke my leg. — see picture at hospital 

2 usually disapproving : something that a person uses too 
much for help or support ■ She eventually realized that alco¬ 
hol had become a crutch. [=that she was drinking too much 
alcohol as a way of dealing with her problems] 

3 Brit : crotch 
crUX /'krAks/ noun 

the crux : the most important part of something (such as a 
problem, issue, puzzle, etc.) — usually + of ■ The crux of 
the matter is that people are afraid of change. ■ It’s taken a 
while to get to the crux of the problem, but I think I finally 
understand it. 

^ry /'krai/ verb cries; cried; cry-ing 

1 : to produce tears from your eyes often while making loud 
sounds because of pain, sorrow, or other strong emotions 
[no obj] The baby is crying. Is she okay? ■ a crying baby • 
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Some people cry more easily than others. ■ He cried silently 
while the song played. • She cried all the way home from 
school that day. ■ He cried (for) the whole day. ■ She couldn’t 
imagine why anyone would cry over a stupid movie. ■ She 
was crying with relief/frustration/anger. • The first day of 
camp, a number of children cried for their parents. [=cried 
because they wanted their parents] [+ obj] They cried tears 
of joy. ■❖■If you cry yourself to sleep, you cry until you have 
fallen asleep. -❖-If you cry your eyes out or cry your heart 
out , you cry a lot. • I cried my eyes out when I found out they 
had left without saying goodbye. 

2 : to shout or say something loudly [+ obj\ “We’ve won!” 
they cried. ■ “Help," he cried , “Get a doctor! Quick!” ■ I heard 
someone cry “Wait!” but the train pulled away anyway, [no 
obj ] She cried [=called out] to the others to come and see 
what she'd found. — often + for • I heard someone crying for 
help. — sometimes used figuratively ■ Various groups have 
been crying for [= calling for ] his resignation. 

3 [no obj ] of a bird or animal : to make the loud sound that is 
usual for a particular type of bird or animal ■ She’d never 
heard the sound of sea gulls crying by the shore. 

a shoulder to cry on see 1 shoulder 
cry for [phrasal -verb ] cry for (something) : to need or require 
(something) very much ■ This problem is crying for a solu¬ 
tion. ■ The old house is crying for a new coat of paint. 
cry foul chiefly US : to complain that someone has done 
something that is not fair • When Mika’s parents gave her a 
new bicycle, her sisters cried foul, 
cry off [phrasal verb] Brit : to say that you will not do some¬ 
thing you have promised to do ■ He said he would help me 
move into my new apartment but then he cried off 
[-begged off] at the last minute. 
cry out [phrasal verb] 1 : to make a loud sound because of 
pain, fear, surprise, etc. ■ She cried out in pain. 2 cry out 
or cry out (something) : to speak in a loud voice : to say 
(something) loudly or from a distance ■ We could hear 
them on the shore crying out [= calling out] to us, so we 
waved. ■ She cried out for help. ■ “I’m stuck,” she cried out. • 
She cried out that she was stuck. 3 cry out against (some¬ 
thing) : to say publicly that (something) is wrong or unfair 
: to protest (something) • People around the world are cry¬ 
ing out against the government’s civil rights abuses. 4 — 
used to say that something clearly needs or should have a 
particular thing, person, use, etc.; often + to be • A chair 
like this cries out to be used [=should definitely be used], 
not kept in some museum. ■ The meal cried out to be eaten 
with a nice white wine. [=it was obvious that the meal 
should be served with a while wine] — often + for • The 
meal cried out for a nice white wine. • The job cries out for 
someone who's not afraid to take chances. 
cry over spilled milk (US) or chiefly Brit cry over spilt milk 
informal : to be upset about something that has happened 
and that cannot be changed ■ You made a mistake, but 
there’s no use crying over spilled milk, 
cry wolf : to make people think there is danger when there 
is really none ■ News organizations have been warned not 
to cry wolf. I f people hear too many warnings that turn out 
to be nothing, they won’t listen to the important warnings 
when they come. 

for crying out loud informal — used to show anger, annoy¬ 
ance, etc. ■ Why won’t they let me in? It’s my house, for 
crying out loudl 

— crying noun [noncount] ■ We heard (the sound of) crying 
in the next room. • a crying fit/jag/spell 
2 crv noun, pi cries 

1 [count]: a loud sound that someone makes to express pain, 
hunger, sadness, etc. 1 cries of pain • The baby’s cry woke me 
out of a deep sleep. 

2 [count] : something that is said loudly : a shout or call 1 
There was a cry of “Fire” and we all rushed for the exits. ■ 
The children were playing a game and their happy cries ech¬ 
oed through the house. — sometimes used figuratively • The 
verdict has been met with cries of outrage. [=people are very 
angry and upset about the verdict] ■ There have been loud 
cries [=calls] for his resignation from various groups. — see 
also HUE AND CRY 

3 [count] : a loud sound made by an animal or bird ■ the wild 
cry of a coyote ■ The birds’ loud cries [=calls] startled me. 

4 [singular] : an act of crying or a period of time spent crying 
■ By the end of the movie, we’d all had a good cry. [=we had 
all cried for a while] 

5 [count] : an act or way of behaving which shows that some¬ 
one wants help, attention, etc. • The doctor thinks the boy's 


bad behavior at school is a cry for help. 

6 [count] : a word or phrase that a group of people uses to 
express a common idea or goal or to unite them ■ “Free 
speech” is the cry of the protesters. — see also battle cry, 
RALLYING CRY, WAR CRY 

a far cry from : very different from (something or someone) 
■ The movie is a far cry from the book. ■ He’s a far cry from 
the idealistic young writer he once was. 
in full cry 1 : full of anger, excitement, etc., especially in 
reaction to something ■ The school’s budget is being cut, 
and teachers and parents are in full cry. [=are very angry 
and upset] 2 of hunting dogs : in the act of chasing an an¬ 
imal : in full pursuit 

cry-ba*by /'krai,beibi/ noun, pi -bies [count] informal : a 
person who cries easily or complains often ■ “Don’t be such a 
crybaby ,” she told her little sister. 
cry*ing /’krajii)/ adj 

a crying need : a very obvious need : a serious and impor¬ 
tant need ■ There’s a aying need for reform in this city, 
a crying shame : a situation that makes you feel sad or dis¬ 
appointed ■ It’s a crying shame [=it’s upsetting to me] that 
movies are often so violent these days. ■ It’d be a crying 
shame to miss the beginning of the show. 

CryO-gen*icS /.kraja'cfceniks/ noun [noncount] technical : a 
science that deals with how very low temperatures are pro¬ 
duced and how they affect other things 
cry-orvics Akraj'ainiks/ noun [noncount] medical : a proce¬ 
dure in which a person’s body is frozen just after he or she 
has died so that the body can be restored if a cure for the 
cause of death is found 

crypt /'knpt/ noun, pi crypts [count] : a room under a 
church in which people are buried after they have died 
cryp*tic /'kriptik/ ad) [more most ~]: difficult to under¬ 
stand : having or seeming to have a hidden meaning ■ a cryp¬ 
tic message/title/remark • His instructions were cryptic. He 
said only to wait until we felt certain the answer was clear. 

— cryp*ti*cal-ly /'kriptikli/ adv ■ She smiled cryptically. 
cryp»tO- /,knptou/ combining form : hidden or secret ■ a 

crypto-anarchist [=a person who does not seem to support 
anarchy but secretly holds anarchist beliefs] 
cryp*tO«gram /'kripta^sem/ noun, pi -grams [count] : a 
message that is written in code 

Cryp*tog*ra*phy /knp'taigrafi/ noun [noncount] : the pro¬ 
cess of writing or reading secret messages or codes ■ Compa¬ 
nies often use cryptography to protect private information. 

- cryp-tog-ra-pher /knp'Urgrafa 1 / noun, pi -phers 
[count] • He was hired as a cryptographer to break the ene¬ 
my’s secret code. 

crystal /*knst]/ noun, pi -tals 

1 [count] : a small piece of a substance that has many sides 
and is formed when the substance turns into a solid • ice/salt 
crystals ■ a crystal of quartz • the crystal structure of minerals 

2 : a clear hard mineral that is either colorless or very light 
in color and that is used in making jewelry [noncount] a 
necklace made of crystal [count] Some of the crystals used in 
the necklace are a pale pink color. 

3 [noncount] a : a special type of glass that is very clear ■ 
The wine glasses are made of the finest crystal. — often used 
before another noun ■ a crystal chandelier/vase b : objects 
made of this glass ■ She inherited her mother’s crystal. • their 
wedding crystal 

4 [count] US : the clear glass or plastic cover on a watch or 
clock ■ I broke the crystal on my watch. 

crystal ball noun, pi ~ balls [count] : a clear glass ball in 
which some people say they can see the future by using mag¬ 
ic 

crystal clear adj 

1 : perfectly clear : able to be seen through completely » 
crystal clear water 

2 ; perfectly easy to understand ■ “Was my request clear?" 
“Yes, crystal clear." ■ Eventually it became crystal clear that 
something had to change. 

crys-tal-line /'knstabn, Brit 'knst^lain/ adj 

1 : clear and shining like crystal ■ the island’s crystalline wa¬ 
ters — sometimes used figuratively • a singer with a crystal¬ 
line voice [=a beautifully clear voice] 

2 technical : made of or similar to crystal or crystals ■ a crys¬ 
talline solid ■ the rock’s crystalline structure 

crys-tal-lize also Brit crys*taMise /'knst3,laiz/ verb -liz- 
es; -lized; -llzdng 

1 technical : to change into a solid form that is made up of 
crystals [no obj] Eventually the paint will start to crystallize. 
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■ Certain conditions can cause carbon to crystallize into dia¬ 
monds. [+ obj] Certain conditions can crystallize carbon into 
diamonds. 

2 : to cause (something, such as an idea, belief, etc.) to be¬ 
come clear and fully formed [+ obj] The final paragraph of 
the essay crystallizes her theory. • He tried to crystallize his 
thoughts, [no obj ] Her theory crystallizes in the final para¬ 
graph of the essay. ■ The plan crystallized slowly. 

— crys-tal-li-za-tion also Brit crys-tal-li-sa-tion 
/(knstab'zeijan, Brit .knsta^ai'zeijan/ noun [noncount] ■ 
the crystallization of the liquid ■ the crystallization of her 
theory 

crystallized also Brit crystallised adj : covered in sugar ■ 
crystallized ginger/grapes 

Crystal meth noun [noncount] : an illegal drug in the form 
of crystals that causes you to feel more energetic and alert 
when you smoke it 

C—sec-tion /'sii.sekjan/ noun, pi -tlons [count] medical 
: CESAREAN SECTION 
Ct. abbr carat 
ct. abbr court 
CT abbr Connecticut 

CT scan /*si:'ti:-/ noun, pi ~ scans [count] medical : cat 
scan 

CLlb /'kAb/ noun, pi cubs [count] 

1 : a young animal that eats meat • a bear/fox/lion cub 

2 Cub Brit: cub scout 

— see also cub reporter 

CUb-by /'kAbi/ noun, pi -bies [count]: cubbyhole 
cub-by-hole / l kAbi,houl/ noun, pi -holes [count] 

1 : a small hole or space for storing things ■ The car has lots 
of cubbyholes for small items. ■ He keeps the key in a cubby¬ 
hole in his desk. 

2 : a place (such as a room) that is very small ■ He worked in 
a cubbyhole under the stairs. 

1 cube /'kju:b/ noun, pi cubes [count] 

1 : an object that has six square sides ■ an ice cube ■ Cut the 
onion into half-inch cubes. — see picture at GEOMETRY 

2 mathematics : the number that results from multiplying a 
number by itself twice ■ The cube of 2 [=2 3 ] is 8. [=2 x 2 x 2 = 
8] — compare ‘square 3 

3 US, informal + humorous : CUBICLE 1 • She decorated her 
cube with pictures of her children. 

2 cube verb cubes; cubed; cub-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to cut (food) into small cubes ■ Cube the carrots and po¬ 
tatoes. ■ three slices of bread, cubed 

2 mathematics : to multiply (a number) by itself twice — 
usually used as cubed ■ 2 cubed equals 8. [=2 x 2 x 2 = 8] 

— compare 3 square 3 

Cube root noun, pi ~~ roots [count] mathematics : a num¬ 
ber that produces a specified number when it is multiplied 
by itself twice ■ The cube root of 8 is 2. — compare square 
root 

CU-bic /'kju:bik/ adj [more most —] 

1 — used to describe a measurement that is produced by 
multiplying something’s length by its width and its height ■ 
one cubic centimeter [=a measure of volume that is one cen¬ 
timeter long, one centimeter wide, and one centimeter high] 

■ three cubic feet of space — compare 2 square 2 

2 : in the shape of a cube ■ cubic crystals/shapes ■ a cubic 
structure 

CU-bi-cle /'kju.-bikal/now/*, p/-bi-cles [count] 

1 chiefly US : a work space in a large office with a desk that 
is usually surrounded by low walls ■ an office cubicle 

2 Brit : a small space in a public room (such as a bathroom) 
that has walls for privacy ■ a shower/toilet cubicle [=((/5) 
stall] 

Cub-ism /'kju:,biz3m/ noun [noncount] : a style of ait that 
originated in the early 20th century in which objects are di¬ 
vided into and shown as a group of geometric shapes and 
from many different angles at the same time 

— Cub-ist /'kjuibist/ adj ■ a Cubist painting ■ the Cubist 
movement — Cubist noun.pl -ists [count] 

CUb reporter noun, pi ~~ -ers [count] : a young newspaper 
reporter who does not have much experience 
Cub Scout noun, pi ~~ Scouts [count] : a member of an or¬ 
ganization of Boy Scouts for boys ages 7 through 10 

— compare brownie 

^UCk-Old /'kAkald/ noun, pi -olds [count] old-fashioned : a 
man whose wife has sex with someone else : a man’s whose 
wife commits adultery 


2 CUCkold verb -olds; -old-ed; -old-ing [+ obj] old-fashioned 

1 : to have sex with someone other than (your husband) ■ 
There were rumors that his wife had cuckolded him. 

2 : to have sex with the wife of (another man) ■ He was cuck¬ 
olded by his best friend. 

1 CUCk-00 /'ku.ku, Brit 'kuku/ noun, pi -oos [count] : a type 
of bird that lays its eggs in the nests of other birds and that 
has a call that sounds like its name 
2 CUCkoO acjj [more most —] informal + old-fashioned 

1 : silly or crazy ■ They told me that he’s a little cuckoo. 
[=nutty] ■ a cuckoo idea 

2 : very enthusiastic ■ I’m not cuckoo [=(more commonly) 
wild, crazy] about the idea. 

CUCkoO clock noun.pl ~~ clocks [count] : a clock that has 
a toy bird inside of it that comes out and makes a sound like 
a cuckoo to tell what time it is 

CU-CUm-ber /'kjui.kAmba 1 / noun, pi -bers [count, non¬ 
count] : a long vegetable with dark green skin and crisp flesh 
that is often used in salads or for making pickles — see color 
picture on page C4 
(as) cool as a cucumber see ‘cool 
CUd /'kAd/ noun [noncount] : the food that an animal (such as 
a cow) brings back up from its stomach into its mouth to be 
chewed again ■ a cow chewing its cud 
cud-dle /'kAdl/ verb cud-dles; cud-died; cud-dling 

1 [+ obj] : to hold (someone or something) in your arms in 
order to show affection ■ He cuddled the puppy. 

2 [no obj] : to lie or sit close together ■ Let’s cuddle by the 
fire. — often + up • They cuddled up under the blanket. ■ 
They cuddled up to each other. ■ He cuddled up with a good 
book. [=he sat down in a comfortable position and began 
reading a good book] 

— cuddle noun, pi cuddles [count] ■ She gave the children 
a cuddle. 

cud-dly /'kAdJi/ adj cud-dli-er; -est informal 

1 : having the soft or appealing quality of a thing or person 
that you would like to cuddle • cuddly teddy bears ■ He is so 
big and cuddly. ■ a soft, cuddly fabric 

2 : designed to be easy to like and not to offend people ■ 
their cuddly brand of commercialism 

1 CUd-gel /'kAcfeal/ noun, pi -gels [count] : a short heavy club 
pick/take up the cudgels for somewhat old-fashioned : to 
fight in defense or support of (someone or something) ■ 
She took up the cudgels for women’s rights. 

2 cudgel verb -gels; US -geled or Brit -gelled; US -gel-ing 
or Brit -gel-ling [+ obj ]; to hit (someone or something) with 
a club — usually used figuratively ■ a politician who is being 
cudgeled in the press for his failure to support tax cuts 
cudgel your brain/brains see ‘brain 
1 cue /'kju:/ noun , pi cues [count] 

1 : a word, phrase, or action in a play, movie, etc., that is a 
signal for a performer to say or do something ■ That last line 
is your cue to exit the stage. 

2 : a sign that tells a person to do something ■ I’ll take that 
yawn as my cue to leave. ■ Their silence was a cue for him to 
speak. 

3 : something that indicates the nature of what you are see¬ 
ing, hearing, etc. ■ The expressions on people’s faces give us 
visual cues about their feelings. ■ auditory cues 

on cue When something happens (right) on cue or as if on 
cue, it happens at the exact moment you would expect it 
to. ■ She arrived right on cue at the mention of her name. ■ 
As (f on cue, the entire group burst into laughter. 
take a/your cue from : to do what is done or suggested by 
(someone or something) ■ Take a cue from the experts and 
get your taxes done early this year. ■ We should take our 
cue from their example. 

- compare 3 cue 

2 cue verb cues; cued; cu-ing [+ obj] : to give (someone) a 
signal to do something during a performance ■ Cue the band. 
■ Cue the lights/sound. [=give a signal to the person running 
the lights/sound] 

3 CUe noun, pi cues [count] : a long, thin stick that is used in 
playing pool, billiards, and snooker • a pool cue — compare 
‘cue 

Cue ball noun, pi ~~ balls [count] ; the white ball that a play¬ 
er hits with the cue in pool, billiards, and snooker 
Cue card noun, pi ~ cards [count] : a large card that can be 
seen by someone (such as an actor) who is performing or 
speaking on a stage or on television and that shows the 
words that the person is supposed to say 
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1 Cuff /'kAf/ noun, pi cuffs 

1 [i count ] : the part of a sleeve, glove, etc., that covers the 
wrist — see color picture on page C14 

2 [count] US : a piece of cloth at the bottom of a pant leg 
that is folded up — called also {Brit) tum-up ; see color pic¬ 
ture on page C15 

3 [count] : something that goes around a person’s arm like 
the cuff of a sleeve ■ She wore a cuff bracelet. ■ The nurse put 
a blood-pressure cuff' [=a cuff that measures blood pressure] 
on his arm. — see also rotator cuff 

4 cuffs [plural] : handcuffs • The police led him away in 
cuffs. 

off the cuff: without being prepared in advance : without 
planning or preparation ■ He talked/spoke off the cuff 
about his work on the project. ■ I had to give the speech off 
the cuff'. — see also off-the-cuff 

— cuffed adj ■ a blouse with cuffed sleeves ■ cuffed pants 
2 cuff verb cuffs; cuffed; cuff*ing [+ obj] : to put (someone) 

in handcuffs "He was cuffed and led away. — compare 
3 cuff 

3 cuff verb cuffs; cuffed; cuffing [+ obj]: to hit (someone or 
something) with the palm of your hand ■ She cuffed the boy 
on the head/ear. — compare 2 CUFF 

— cuff noun, pi cuffs [count] ■ She gave him a cuff on the 
head/ear. 

Cuff link noun, pi ~ links [count] : a piece of jewelry that is 
used to fasten the cuff of a sleeve on a man’s shirt — see col¬ 
or picture on page Cl 1 
cui*sine /kwi'ziin/ noun, pi -sines 

1 : a style of cooking [noncount] I like gourmet/vegetarian/ 
ethnic cuisine. ■ a cooking method used in French cuisine 
[count] regional cuisines • a cuisine based on local ingredients 

— see also haute cuisine, nouvelle cuisine 

2 [noncount] : food that is cooked in a particular way ■ This 
restaurant is famous for its spicy cuisine. 

CUl—de—sac /'kAldi,saek/ noun, pi cul—de—sacs 
/'kAldi,sacks/ also culs—de-sac /'kAlzdi.saek/ [count] : a 
street that is designed to connect to another street only at 
one end ■ Our house is located on a quiet cul-de-sac. 
cul-i-nary /'kAl3,neri, Brit 'kAlanri/ adj, always used before a 
noun : used in or relating to cooking ■ culinary herbs ■ the 
culinary arts ■ They serve a variety of culinary delights. 

Cull /'kAl/ verb culls; culled; culbing [+ obj 

1 : to select or choose (someone or something) from a group 
■ Damaged fruits are culled (out) before the produce is 
shipped. — usually + from • They’ve culled some of the best 
poems from her collected works. ■ She culled the information 
from newspaper articles. 

2 : to control the size of (a group of animals) by killing some 
animals ■ He culls his herd annually. ■ The town issued hunt¬ 
ing licenses in order to cull the deer population. 

— cull noun, pi culls [count] • the annual cull of the herd 
CUl*mi*nate /'kAlma.neit/ verb -nates; -nat*ed; -nat-ing 

1 [no obj : to reach the end or the final result of something 

— usually + in or with ■ She had a long acting career that cul¬ 
minated in two Oscar nominations. ■ The investigation culmi¬ 
nated with several arrests. ■ Their efforts have culminated in 
the discovery of a new cancer treatment. 

2 [+ obj somewhat formal : to be the end or final result of 
(something) ■ A bitter feud culminated months of tension. 

CUl*mi*na*tion /ikAlma'neiJan/ noun [noncount] : the end 
or final result of something ■ This study is the culmination of 
years of research. 

CU-IOtteS /kju'laits/ noun [plural] : short pants for women 
or girls that are shaped like a skirt ■ a pair of culottes 
cul-pa-ble /'kAlpabal f adj [more most ~] formal: deserv¬ 

ing blame : guilty of doing something wrong • They held her 
culpable for the accident. ■ He’s more culpable than the oth¬ 
ers because he’s old enough to know better. ■ (law) The de¬ 
fendant is charged with culpable negligence. [=negligence 
that is regarded as a crime] 

— cul«pa*bil*i«ty /jkAlpa'bilati/ noun [noncount] ■ She re¬ 
fused to acknowledge her own culpability. — cul*pa>bly 
/'kAlpabli/ adv ■ The defendant was culpably negligent. 

cul'prit /'kAlprat/ noun, pi -prlts [count]: a person who has 
committed a crime or done something wrong ■ The police 
eventually located the culprits. — often used figuratively ■ 
Lack of exercise and poor diet are the chief/main/real cul¬ 
prits in heart disease. 

1 Cult /'kAlt/ noun, pi cults [count] 

1 : a small religious group that is not part of a larger and 
more accepted religion and that has beliefs regarded by 


many people as extreme or dangerous ■ a satanic cult ■ cult 
members 

2 : a situation in which people admire and care about some¬ 
thing or someone very much or too much • He criticizes the 
way journalists promote the cult of celebrity in modem 
America. [=the tendency of people to care too much about 
famous people] ■ a cult of personality = a personality cult 

3 : a small group of very devoted supporters or fans ■ a cult 
of admirers ■ She has developed a cult following. 

4 formal : a system of religious beliefs and rituals ■ an an¬ 
cient fertility cult 

2 CUlt adj, always used before a noun : very popular among a 
group of people ■ a cult film/novel ■ Her works have achieved 
cult status. ■ The movie is a cult hit/classic/favorite. 

cul-ti-vate /'kAlt3,veit/ verb -vates; -vat-ed; -vat-ing [+ 

obj 

1 : to prepare and use (soil) for growing plants ■ Prehistoric 
peoples settled the area and began to cultivate the land. ■ 
Some of the fields are cultivated while others lie fallow. 

2 a : to grow and care for (plants) • a plant that is cultivated 
for its fruit • They survived by cultivating vegetables and 
grain, b : to grow or raise (something) under conditions 
that you can control • pearls from cultivated oysters 

3 : to improve or develop (something) by careful attention, 
training, or study ■ He has carefully cultivated his image/rep¬ 
utation. ■ She cultivated a taste for fine wines. 

4 ; to try to become friendly with (someone) usually to get 
some advantage for yourself • They’re always looking for in¬ 
fluential people to cultivate as friends. 

— cui-ti»va»tion /gkAlta'veiJan/ noun [noncount] ■ the culti¬ 
vation of crops 

cultivated adj 

1 a : raised or grown on a farm or under other controlled 
conditions ■ cultivated fruits/vegetables — compare WILD 
b : prepared and used for growing crops • cultivated fields 

2 [more most ~] : having or showing good education, 
taste, and manners ■ a very cultivated gentleman ■ a person of 
cultivated [=refined] taste 

CUl*ti*va*tor /■kAlta^ei ta/ noun, pi -tors [count] 

1 : a person who prepares land for planting 

2 : a tool or machine that is used to prepare the soil and kill 
weeds around growing plants 

CUl»tur»al /'kAltfaral/ adj [more most ~] 

"I : of or relating to a particular group of people and their 
habits, beliefs, traditions, etc. ■ cultural studies ■ We studied 
our cultural heritage. ■ There are some cultural differences 
between us. 

2 : of or relating to the fine arts (such as music, theater, 
painting, etc.) ■ We attended several cultural events over the 
weekend. ■ The center provides a wide range of cultural ac¬ 
tivities. ■ The city is the cultural center of the state. 

— cubtur-al-ly adv • a culturally diverse population ■ cultur¬ 
ally defined social roles 

1 cul»ture / , kAW>/ noun, pi -tures 

1 a [noncount] : the beliefs, customs, arts, etc., of a particu¬ 
lar society, group, place, or time ■ a study of Greek language 
and culture • today’s youth culture ■ Her art shows the influ¬ 
ence of pop/popular culture, b [count] : a particular society 
that has its own beliefs, ways of life, art, etc. ■ an ancient cul¬ 
ture ■ It’s important to learn about other cultures. 

2 [count] : a way of thinking, behaving, or working that ex¬ 
ists in a place or organization (such as a business) ■ The com¬ 
pany’s corporate/business culture is focused on increasing 
profits. ■ There was a culture of success at the school. [=the 
school’s policies and environment encouraged its students’ 
success] 

3 [noncount] a : artistic activities (such as music, theater, 
painting, etc.) ■ an area that has been criticized for its lack of 
culture b : appreciation and knowledge of music, theater, 
painting, etc. • She is a person of culture. [=a cultured person] 

4 technical a [noncount] : the act or process or growing liv¬ 
ing material (such as cells or bacteria) in controlled condi¬ 
tions for scientific study ■ Scientists have been refining tech¬ 
niques for the culture of living tissue, b [count] : a group of 
cells, bacteria, etc., grown in controlled conditions for scien¬ 
tific study • bacterial/tissue cultures 

5 [noncount] technical : the act or process of raising or grow¬ 
ing plants, insects, etc., in controlled conditions ■ bee culture 
■ the culture of grapes 

2 culture verb -tures; -tured; -tur-lng [+ obj\ technical : to 
grow (something) in controlled conditions ■ The virus is cul¬ 
tured in the laboratory from samples of infected tissue. 
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cultured adj 

1 [more most ~] : having or showing good education, 
tastes, and manners ■ a cultured person 

2 : grown or made under controlled conditions • cultured 
cells/pearls 

Culture shock noun : a feeling of confusion, doubt, or ner¬ 
vousness caused by being in a place (such as a foreign coun¬ 
try) that is very different from what you are used to [non¬ 
count] Foreign students often experience culture shock when 
they first come to the U.S. [singular] Moving to the city was 
a huge culture shock for him. 

CUl-vert /'kAlvat/ noun, pi 
-verts [count] : a drain or 
pipe that allows water to flow 
under a road or railroad 
cum /'kum/ coni — used in 
hyphenated phrases to link 
nouns that describe a person 
or thing with two jobs, uses, 
etc. ■ He was hired as a cook- 
cww-dishwasher. ■ a patio- 
cww-sunroom 
cum-ber-some 

/'kAmbasam/ adj [more ~; 
most ~] 

1 : hard to handle or manage because of size or weight ■ a 
cumbersome package 

2 : complicated and hard to do ■ The application process is 
cumbersome and time-consuming. 

3 : long and difficult to read, say, etc. ■ a cumbersome name ■ 
Her expanded job title is really cumbersome. 

CUm-in /'kAinan, 'kju:man/ noun [noncount] : dried seeds 
that are used as a spice in cooking and that come from a 
plant related to the carrot 

Cum lau-de /kum'lauda/ adv, formal : with honor — used 
in the U.S. to indicate that a student has graduated from a 
college or university at the third highest of three special lev¬ 
els of achievement ■ She graduated cum laude. — compare 
MAGNA CUM LAUDE, SUMMA CUM LAUDE 

cum*mer*bund /'kAma^bAnd/ noun, pi -bunds [count] : a 
wide piece of cloth (such as silk) that is worn around the 
waist beneath the jacket of a man who is formally dressed 

— see color picture on page C16 
cu-mu-la*tive /'kjuimjalativ/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : increasing or becoming better or worse over time 
through a series of additions ■ the cumulative effect(s) of 
smoking on the body [=the effect(s) produced by smoking 
over a long period of time! 

2 : including or adding together all of the things that came 
before ■ Their cumulative [=total, overall] scores will deter¬ 
mine the winner. 

— cu-mu-la-tive-ly adv ■ They have cumulatively spent 
more than a million dollars on the renovations. 

CU-mu-lus /'kjuimjalas/ noun, pi cu-mu-li / l kju:mja,lai/ 
[count] technical : a type of thick cloud that is rounded on 
top and has a flat base 

CU*ne*i"form /kju'niija^oa-m, Brit 'kju:ni,fo:m/ adj ' relat¬ 
ing to or written in a system of writing used in parts of the 
ancient Middle East ■ cuneiform characters/writing ■ an an¬ 
cient cuneiform text 

— cuneiform noun [noncount] 

CUn*ni*lin*guS /jkAni'lnjgas/ noun [noncount] : the act of 
stimulating a woman’s sexual organs with the mouth for sex¬ 
ual pleasure 

1 CUn«ning /'kAnirj/ adj [more most ~] : getting what is 
wanted in a clever and often deceptive way ■ a cunning crim¬ 
inal ■ She was cunning enough to fool me. ■ a cunning plan 

— curwVing.ly adv ■ They cunningly dodged our questions. 
2 cunning noun [noncount] : cleverness or skill especially at 

tricking people in order to get something ■ He may be a 
fraud, but you have to admire his cunning. • {chiefly Brit) He 
succeeded through a combination of charm and low cun¬ 
ning. [=clever but morally bad and dishonest methods] 

Clint /'kAnt/ noun, pi cunts [count] offensive + obscene 

1 : a woman’s sexual organs 

2 a US — used as an offensive way to refer to a woman b 
Brit — used as an offensive way to refer to a stupid or an¬ 
noying person Cunt is an extremely offensive word in all 
of its uses and should be avoided. 

1 CUP /*kAp/ noun, pi cups [count] 

Ta : a small round container that often has a handle and 
that is used for drinking liquids (such as tea and coffee) ■ a 



coffee cup ■ a paper/plastic cup — see picture at place set¬ 
ting; see also teacup b : the liquid that is contained in a 
cup ■ How many cups (of water/coffee/tea) did you drink? ■ 
Would you like another cup of tea? 

2 US : a unit of measurement that is used when you are 
cooking 4- A cup is used to measure both dry and liquid in¬ 
gredients. It is equal to half a pint or 237 milliliters. ■ two 
cups of flour ■ four cups of milk — see also measuring cup 

3 : a large gold or silver cup that is given as a prize for win¬ 
ning a competition or game ■ The winner will take home the 
cup. — used in the names of some sports competitions in 
which a cup is the prize ■ His goal is to win the America’s 
Cup. ■ Our team won the Stanley Cup. 

4 : something that is shaped like a cup ■ a custard cup — see 
also eggcup, suction cup 

5 chiefly US : a food that is served in a cup or small bowl ■ a 
fruit cup [=a mixture of chopped fruits that is served usually 
as a dessert] 

6 US : a hard piece of plastic that men and boys wear to pro¬ 
tect and support their sexual organs while playing a sport ■ a 
protective cup — called also {Brit) box 

7 : either one of the parts of a bra that cover the breasts — 
used especially to describe the size of a bra ■ a bra with C 
cups ■ She wears a B cup. 

8 US, golf: the metal or plastic case that is placed in the hole 
on a putting green; also : the hole itself ■ The shot landed 
within inches of the cup. 

in the cup of your hand If you hold something in the cup 
of your hand, you hold it in your palm with your hand 
curved like a cup. ■ He held the seeds in the cup of his hand. 
[=he cupped the seeds in his hand] 
not your cup of tea If something is not your cup of tea, 
you do not like it very much or you are not very good at it. 
■ I'm afraid that skiing just isn't my cup of tea. ■ She admits 
that stamp collecting isn't everyone's cup of tea. 

2 cup verb cups; cupped; cup-ping [+ obj\ 

1 : to curve (your hand) into the shape of a cup ■ He cupped 
his hands around his mouth and shouted at us. ■ I had to cup 
my hand to my ear in order to hear him. 

2 : to put your hand in a curved shape around (something) • 
He cupped his mouth with his hands and shouted at us. ■ I sat 
with my chin cupped in my hand. 

Clipboard /'kAbad/ noun, pi -boards [count] 

1 ; a piece of furniture used for storage that has doors and 
contains shelves ■ a jelly cupboard ■ kitchen cupboards [=cab¬ 
inets] — see picture at kitchen 

2 US : a small room with shelves where you keep cups, dish¬ 
es, or food 

3 Brit : a small room where things are stored : closet 
skeleton in the/your cupboard see ’ skeleton 


cup»cake /'kAp,keik/ noun.pl -cakes [count ]; a very small 
cake that is baked in a pan shaped like a cup — see picture 
at BAKING 

CUp-ful /'kAp.ful/ noun, pi cup-fuls /'kAp,fulz/ also cups- 
ful /'kAps,ful/ [count] ; the amount held by a cup ■ a cupful 
of sugar 

CU-pid /'kju:pad/ noun, pi -pids 

1 Cupid [singular] : the god of sexual love in ancient Rome 

2 [count] : a picture or statue of Cupid usually shown as a 
naked boy with wings who is holding a bow and arrow ■ a 
valentine decorated with hearts and cupids 

play Cupid: to try to get two people to become romantical¬ 
ly involved with each other ■ The movie is about a woman 
who plays Cupid with her brother and her best friend. 
CU-pid-i-ty /kju'pidati/ noun [noncount] formal : a strong 
desire for money or possessions : greed - The evidence re¬ 
vealed the cupidity of the company’s directors. 

CU-pO-la /'kjuipala/ noun, pi 
-las [count] 

1 : a rounded roof or part of a 
roof : dome 

2 US : a small structure that 
is built on top of a roof 

Cup-pa /'kApa/ noun, pi -pas 
[count] Brit, informal : a cup 
of tea ■ I could use a good 
cuppa. 

CUT /'ka*/ noun, pi curs [count] 
old-fashioned : a dog that is a 
mix of different breeds : a 
low, bad, or disliked dog • a 
worthless cur [-mutt, mongrel] 





403 


curable • curler 


CUr-able /■kjurabol/ adj [ more most ~]: possible to cure ■ 

Most cases are curable with proper treatment. ■ a curable dis¬ 
ease ■ Is the patient curable ? — opposite incurable 
CU-rate /'kjurat/ noun, pi -rates [count] : a member of the 
clergy in certain churches (such as the Anglican church) 
who assists the priest in charge of a church or a group of 
churches 

curate’s egg Brit : something that has both good and bad 
parts or qualities ■ The concert was a bit of a curate’s egg: 
good in some parts, bad in others. 

CU-ra-tive /'kjurotiv/ adj [more —/ most ~] : able to cure 
diseases or heal people • an herb believed to have curative 
powers/properties 

CU-ra-tor /'kjuneitas Brit kju'reita/ noun, pi -tors [count] : a 
person who is in charge of the things in a museum, zoo, etc. 
1 CUrb /'ka-b/ noun, pi curbs [count] 

1 US curb or Brit kerb : a short border along the edge of a 
street that is usually made of stone or concrete ■ We sat on 
the curb eating our ice cream. — see picture at street 

2 : something that controls or limits something else — usu¬ 
ally plural ■ Many companies are protesting the new price/ 
trade curbs. [=(more commonly) checks, restrictions] — often 
+ on ■ government policies that are designed to put a curb on 
spending [=to limit/reduce spending] 

2 curb verb curbs; curbed; curbing [+ obj] : to control or 
limit (something) ■ The legislation is intended to curb price 
and wage increases. ■ pills designed to curb your appetite 
Curb-Side ( US) or Brit kerb-side /'kata,said/ noun, pi 
-sides [count] : sidewalk — often used before another 
noun ■ a curbside vendor ■ curbside recycling programs 
Curd /'kad/ noun, pi curds : a thick substance that forms 
when milk becomes sour and that is used to make cheese 
[ plural ] The curds have separated from the whey. [ noncount ] 
The curd has separated from the whey. — see also bean 
CURD. LEMON CURD 

cur-dle /'kadi/ verb cur-dles; cur-dled; cur-dling : to 

thicken and separate into liquids and solids : to form curds 
[no obj] The milk has curdled. [=the milk is sour] ■ Too much 
heat will make the custard curdle. [+ obj] Too much heat will 
curdle the custard. 

make someone's blood curdle see blood 
1 cure /‘kja/ noun, pi cures [count] 

1 : something (such as a drug or medical treatment) that 
stops a disease and makes someone healthy again ■ The dis¬ 
ease has no cure. [=the disease cannot be cured; the disease is 
incurable] — often + for ■ There is no cure for the common 
cold. ■ The drug was sold as a cure for a variety of ailments. 

2 : something that ends a problem or improves a bad situa¬ 
tion : solution ■ This is a problem that has no easy cure. — 
often + for ■ The highway construction program was present¬ 
ed as a cure for unemployment. ■ Exercise is a good cure for 
stress. 

3 : the act of making someone healthy again after an illness ■ 
The doctors were unable to effect a cure because the disease 
had spread too far. 

2 cure verb cures; cured; cur-ing 

1 [+ obj] a : to make (someone) healthy again after an ill¬ 
ness ■ Her doctors have pronounced her cured. [=have said 
that she is no longer ill] — often + of • A team of doctors 
cured him of a rare blood disease, b : to stop (a disease) by 
using drugs or other medical treatments ■ Doctors cured his 
disease. ■ The infection can be cured with antibiotics. 

2 [+ obj] : to provide a solution for (something) ■ Drinking 
won’t cure [=solve] any of your problems. 

3 [+ obj] : to cause (someone) to stop having a harmful habit, 
wrong idea. etc. : to make (someone) free of something ■ She 
was cured of any illusions she had about college after her 
first semester. ■ My wife cured me of most of my bad habits. 

4 : to change something through a chemical or physical pro¬ 
cess so that it can be preserved for a long time [+ obj] cure 
bacon/meat ■ The fish was cured with salt. ■ olives cured in 
brine [no obj] The hay is curing in the sun. 

5 [no obj] : to dry and become hard ■ It takes several days for 
concrete to cure. [=harden, set] 

CUre—all / , kja t ,a:l/ noun, pi -alls [count] : a cure or solution 
for any illness or problem ■ The drug is effective, but it is not 
a cure-all. — often + for ■ There is no cure-all for these prob¬ 
lems. 

CUr-few /'kafju/ noun, pi -fews 
1 a : an order or law that requires people to be indoors after 
a certain time at night [count] The teens were stopped by 


police for violating the curfew . ■ The city ordered/imposed a 
curfew soon after the rioting started, [noncount] The town 
was placed under curfew, b [noncount] : the period of time 
when such an order or law is in effect ■ No one is allowed on 
the streets during the curfew. 

2 [count] chiefly US : the time set by a parent at which a child 
has to be back home after going out ■ He has a 10 o’clock 
curfew. 

CU-rio /'kjarijou/ noun, pi -ri-os [count] : a small and unusu¬ 
al object that is considered interesting or attractive ■ She 
loves to browse the shops in small towns, looking for curios. 
CU-ri-OS-i-ty Akjari'aisgti/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : the desire to learn or know more about some¬ 
thing or someone ■ Her natural curiosity led her to ask more 
questions. ■ The arrival of a construction crew at their house 
attracted/sparked/aroused the curiosity of their neighbors. 1 
The movie failed to satisfy her curiosity about the assassina¬ 
tion. ■ intellectual curiosity • He went into the store out of cu¬ 
riosity. [=because he was curious to see what was in the store] 
■$- The expression curiosity killed the cat is used to warn peo¬ 
ple that too much curiosity can be dangerous. 

2 [count] : something that is interesting because it is unusual 

■ Tobacco was once a curiosity in Europe. ■ The antique shop 
was full of curiosities. 

CU-ri-OUS /'kjarijas/ ad) [more —; most — ] 

1 : having a desire to learn or know more about something 
or someone ■ The cat was naturally curious about its new 
surroundings. ■ They were curious to find out who won the 
game. • We’re curious about why you never called us. ■ The 
curious [= inquisitive ] reader can find more information in the 
back of the book. ■ I’m curious to know more about her. 

2 : strange, unusual, or unexpected • She found a curious old 
clock in the attic. ■ That’s curious [=weird, strange, odd] —I 
thought I left my keys right here. ■ The birds were engaged in 
some curious behavior. ■ Their music is a curious blend of 
disco and rock. ■ By a curious coincidence, they bought a 
house the same day their old one burned down. ■ The story 
of what really happened to them that day gets curlouser and 
curiouser. [=stranger and stranger] 

— cu-ri-ous-ly adv ■ She was curiously uninterested in what 
other people thought was important. ■ Curiously [strange¬ 
ly] (enough), the dog returned to its home 70 miles away. ■ 
He looked at the strange object curiously. 

1 CUrl /'kal/ verb curls; curled; curl-ing 

1 : to twist or form (something) into a round or curved 
shape [+ obj] The boy curled [=wound] the spaghetti around 
his fork. ■ She curls her hair every morning. ■ She took off 
her shoes and curled (up) her toes. ■ Can you curl your 
tongue? ■ The baby’s fingers were tightly curled. ■ She curled 
(up) her legs under her. ■ The snake curled itself around its 
prey, [no obj ] My hair curls naturally. ■ The cat curled into a 
ball and went to sleep. 

2 [no obj] : to become curved or rounded ■ The old posters 
were curling (up) at the edges. 

3 always followed by a preposition or adverb [no obj] : to 
move in curves or circles ■ We saw smoke curling from the 
cottage chimney. * A snake curled around his leg. 

curl up [phrasal verb] : to lie or sit with your back bent for¬ 
ward and with your legs pulled up close to your body ■ She 
curled up on the couch for a nap. ■ It’s a good night to stay 
home and curl up with a book and a cup of tea. — see also 
curl 1, 2 (above) 

curl your lip : to move the comer of your lip up in an ex¬ 
pression that usually shows disgust or disapproval ■ She 
curled her lip when his name was mentioned. ■ Her lip 
curled in disgust. 
make your hair curl see hair 
make your toes curl see ’toe 
2 curl noun, pi curls 

1 a [count] : a piece of hair that is formed into a round shape 

■ Her daughter has cute blonde curls. ■ She likes to wear her 
hair in curls, b [singular] : the ability of hair to form curls ■ 
The conditioner will help you keep the curl of your hair. ■ 
His hair has a natural curl. 

2 [count] : something that is curved or has a round shape ■ 
chocolate curls ■ a curl of smoke 

3 [count] : an exercise in which a weight held in the hands is 
brought toward the shoulders and down again by bending ei¬ 
ther the wrists or the elbows ■ He did 12 wrist/bicep curls. 

curl-er /'kala/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a small plastic or metal tube around which hair is 
wrapped to make it curl ■ Her hair was in curlers, [^rollers] 
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2 : a device that curls something ■ an eyelash curler 
cur-lew /'ka^u, Brit 'ka^ju/ noun, pi cur-lews or cur-lew 
[count] : a large brown bird with long legs and a long thin bill 
that lives near the water 

CLir-li-CUe / , ka4i,kju:/ noun, pi -cues [count] : a decorative- 
ly curved line or shape ■ round loops and curlicues • Curli¬ 
cues were carved into the wood, 
curl-ing /■ka'hp/ noun [noncount] : a game in which two 
teams of four players slide special stones over ice toward a 
circle 

Curling iron noun, pi ~ irons [count] US : a device with a 
long metal part that is heated to curl hair — called also (Brit) 
curling tongs 

curly /'ka^li/ am curl-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : having curls ■ She has curly hair and blue eyes. 

2 : formed into a round shape ■ curly french fries ■ The dog’s 
tail is curly. 

curly brace noun, pi ~ braces [count]: 2 brace 3 
curly bracket noun, pi ~ -ets [count ]: 2 brace 3 
cur-mud-geon /ka^mAcfean/ noun, pi -geons [count] old- 
fashioned : a person (especially an old man) who is easily an¬ 
noyed or angered and who often complains ■ a lonely old 
curmudgeon 

— cur-mud-geon-lyai# [more most ~] ■ a.curmudgeonly 
[-bad-tempered] old man 

CUT-rant /'karant/ noun, pi -rants [count] 

1 : a small seedless raisin that is used in baking and cooking 

2 : a small red, black, or white berry that is often used in 
making jams and jellies ■ black/red currants 

[ Do not confuse currant with current. \ 

cur-ren-cy /'karansi/ noun, pi -cies 

1 a : the money that a country uses : a specific kind of mon¬ 
ey [count] A new currency has been introduced in the for¬ 
eign exchange market. ■ foreign currencies [noncount] paper 
currency • They were paid in U.S. currency. — see also hard 
CURRENCY b [noncount] : something that is used as money 
• Furs were once traded as currency. 

2 [noncount] : the quality or state of being used or accepted 
by many people • His ideas are gaining currency [=are be¬ 
coming widely accepted] in the government. ■ The word has 
not yet won/achieved widespread currency. 

3 [noncount] : the quality or state of being current ■ I’m not 
sure about the accuracy and currency of their information. 

1 Clir-rent /'k^rant/ adj [more ~ t * most ~] 

1 always used before a noun : happening or existing now 
: belonging to or existing in the present time ■ the current 
month ■ the magazine’s current issue ■ The dictionary’s cur¬ 
rent edition has 10,000 new words. • the current political cri¬ 
sis • By current [=present-day] standards, they were very 
young when they got married. ■ Who is your current employ¬ 
er? ■ current trends/fashions ■ current ideas about education 

2 not used before a noun, chiefly US : aware of what is hap¬ 
pening in a particular area of activity ■ As a teacher I have to 
stay current [=up-to-date] in my field, which is biology. ■ We 
need to keep current with the latest information. 

— cur-rent-ly adv ■ She is currently [-presently] living in Tex¬ 
as. ■ The product is not currently available. ■ Currently [=at 
the present time], police have no suspects in the case. 

2 current noun, pi -rents 

1 [count] : a continuous movement of water or air in the 
same direction ■ Strong currents pulled the swimmer out to 
sea. • Air currents carried the balloon for miles. 

2 : a flow of electricity [count] a strong/weak electrical cur¬ 
rent [noncount] The circuit supplies current to the saw. 

— see also alternating current, direct current 

3 [count] formal \ an idea, feeling, opinion, etc., that is 
shared by many or most of the people in a group ■ general 
currents in politics ■ intellectual currents — often + of m He is 
going against the current of public opinion. • There was a cur¬ 
rent of discontent within the company. 

[ Do not confuse current with currant. j 

current account noun, pi ~ -counts [count] Brit 

: CHECKING ACCOUNT 

Current events noun [plural] chiefly US : important events 
that are happening in the world ■ She reads several newspa¬ 
pers so she can keep track of current events. • Contestants are 
quizzed on current events. — called also current affairs 
cur-ric-u-lum /ka'rikjalam/ noun, pi -la /-la/ also -lums 
[count] formal : the courses that are taught by a school, col¬ 
lege, etc. ■ the undergraduate/mathematics curriculum ■ The 


college has a liberal arts curriculum. 

— cur-ric-u-lar /ka'nkjala 1 / am, always used before a noun ■ 
curricular changes in the science program ■ curricular ma¬ 
terials — see also extracurricular 

cur-ric-u-lum vi-tae /ka'nkjalamVi^tai /noun,pi ~ vitae 
[count] chiefly Brit: a short document that describes your ed¬ 
ucation, work experience, etc. : r£sum£ — called also CV, 
(US) vita In U.S. English, a person who is applying for a 
job as a scientist, doctor, or professor at a college or univer¬ 
sity is asked to submit a curriculum vitae. For other jobs, the 
usual word in U.S. English is resume. 

Curried am, always used before a noun : cooked with curry 
powder ■ curried chicken 
1 cur-ry /'kaii/ noun, pi -ries 

1 : a food, dish, or sauce in Indian cooking that is seasoned 
with a mixture of spices [noncount] We had chicken curry 
for dinner, [count] a delicious lamb curry — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ curry sauce/paste 

2 [noncount]: curry powder * The recipe calls for a table¬ 
spoon of curry. 

2 curry verb -ries; -ried; -ry-ing 

curry favor disapproving : to try to get the support or ap¬ 
proval of a person or group in order to get some advantage 
for yourself — often + with ■ He is trying to curry favor with 
the voters by promising a tax cut if he’s elected. 

Curry powder noun [ noncount ] : a mixture of spices that 
are used in Indian cooking to give a hot flavor to food 
1 curse/'ka«/ noun, pi curs-es 

1 [count] : an offensive word that people say when they are 
angry : swearword ■ I heard him utter a curse before the 
microphone was shut off. 

2 [count] : magical words that are said to cause trouble or 
bad luck for someone or the condition that results when 
such words are said ■ The witch pronounced a curse in some 
strange language. ■ People believe that someone put a curse 
on the house. ■ There is a curse on that old house. = That old 
house is under a curse. 

3 [count] : a cause of trouble or bad luck • His fame turned 
out to be a curse, not a blessing. 

4 the curse old fashioned + informal : menstruation 
2 curse verb curses; cursed; curs-ing 

1 a [no obj] : to use offensive words when you speak ■ He al¬ 
ways starts cursing [-swearing] when he gets drunk, b [+ 
obj] : to say offensive words to (someone) ■ She angrily 
cursed him [=swore at him] as he turned and walked away. 
C [+ obj] : to say or think bad things about (someone or 
something) ■ He cursed himself for being so careless. ■ She 
cursed her bad luck. 

2 [+ obj] : to say words that are believed to have a magical 
power to cause trouble or bad luck for (someone or some¬ 
thing) : to put a curse on (someone or something) ■ In the 
book the evil witch curses the villagers. 

curse out [phrasal verb] curse (someone) out or curse out 
(someone) US, informal : to say angry and offensive words 
to (someone) - My boss cursed me out. 

Cursed /'kasad before nouns, 'kast elsewhere! am 

1 : affected by a curse that causes bad things to happen ■ 
Some people think the old house is cursed. 

2 : affected by something bad ■ The team has been cursed 
[=plagued] by injuries all year. ■ a people cursed with famine 

3 always used before a noun, informal + old-fashioned : an¬ 
noying or unpleasant ■ His cursed stupidity got him in trou¬ 
ble again. ■ I can’t get this cursed radio to work. 

CUr-Sive /'kasiv/ noun [noncount] : a type of handwriting in 
which all the letters in a word are connected to each other ■ 
He writes in cursive when he takes notes. 

— cursive am ■ cursive handwriting 

CUr-SOr /'kasa/ noun, pi -sors [count] : a mark on a com¬ 
puter screen that shows the place where information is being 
entered or read — see picture at computer 
CUr-SO-ry /'kasari/ am [more most ~] formal + often dis¬ 
approving : done or made quickly ■ Only a cursory inspection 
of the building’s electrical wiring was done. ■ The mayor 
gave a cursory glance at the report. ■ Even the most cursory 
look at the organization’s records shows problems. 

— cur-so-rl-ly /'kasarali/ adv ■ The battle is only mentioned 
cursorily in the book. 

curt /'ka*/ am curter; -est [also more most : said or 
done in a quick and impolite way ■ He gave only a curt reply 
to the question. ■ a curt refusal ■ a curt nod 

— curt-ly adv ■ He curtly dismissed the question. — curt- 
ness noun [noncount] ■ I was offended by his curtness. 
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cur-tail /kartell/ verb -tails; -tailed; -tail-ing [+ obj] formal 
: to reduce or limit (something) • The new laws are an effort 
to curtail illegal drug use. ■ We have to severely/drastically 
curtail [=cut back ] our expenses. ■ School activities are being 
curtailed due to a lack of funds. 

— cur*tail*ment /ka^teilmant/ noun, pi -ments [count, 
noncount ] 

1 Clir«tain /'ka^n/ noun, pi -tains 

1 [count] : a piece of cloth that hangs down from above a 
window and can be used to cover the window ■ She opened/ 
closed the curtains. ■ She drew/pulled the curtains (open/ 
closed). — see picture at window 

2 [count] : a piece of cloth or other material that is hung to 
protect or hide something ■ a shower curtain ■ Curtains sepa¬ 
rated the hospital beds. — see also iron curtain 

3 a [count] : a very large piece of cloth that hangs at the 
front of a stage and that is raised when a performance begins 
and lowered when a performance ends ■ When the curtain 
rises after intermission, the set is bare and the main charac¬ 
ter finds himself alone. ■ As the curtain falls for the last time, 
we see a young woman holding a dying man in her arms. — 
often used figuratively ■ The curtain came down on his film 
career [=his film career ended] after a lifetime in show busi¬ 
ness. • His injury brought down the curtain on his remark¬ 
able career. = His injury brought the curtain down on his re¬ 
markable career. l=his injury ended his career] — see 
picture at theater b [singular]: the time when a curtain is 
raised or lowered at the beginning or end of a performance ■ 
The audience applauded enthusiastically after the final cur¬ 
tain. [-after the curtain was lowered at the end of the perfor¬ 
mance] ■ Curtain times are 7:30 p.m. on Saturday and 2:00 
p.m. on Sunday. [=the performance begins at 7:30 p.m. on 
Saturday and 2:00 p.m. on Sunday] 

4 [count]: something that covers or hides something else — 
usually + of • A curtain of smoke hung at the edge of the for¬ 
est. ■ It was hard to see their faces through the curtain of 
darkness. 

be curtains for informal : to be the end, failure, or death of 
(someone or something) • It looks like it’s curtains for the 
mayor after this election. [=the mayor will not be elected 
again] ■ If they don't win today's game, it'll be/mean/spell 
curtains for their hopes of winning the championship. 
[=their hopes will be ended] 

2 curtain verb -tains; -tained; -tain-ing 

curtain off [phrasal verb] curtain (something) off or curtain 
off (something) : to separate or cover (something) by using 
a curtain ■ The booth was curtained off on three sides. ■ The 
back of the room was curtained off (or privacy. 

CUretained adj, always used before a noun : decorated or 
covered with curtains ■ curtained windows ■ a curtained 
booth 

Curtain call noun, pi ~ calls [count] : the time when a per¬ 
former returns to the stage at the end of a performance in re¬ 
sponse to the applause of the audience ■ The singer came 
back for one more curtain call. 

CUr*tain—rais-er / , ka>tn,reiza'/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a 
short performance or event that comes before the main per¬ 
formance or event ■ The magic act was just a curtain-raiser 
for the circus performers. 

curt*sy also curt*sey /'k^tsi/ noun, pi curt*sies also curt¬ 
seys [count] : a formal way of greeting an important person 
(such as a king or queen) in which a woman shows respect 
by placing one foot slightly behind the other and bending 
her knees 

- curtsy also curtsey verb curtsies also curtseys; curt¬ 
sied also curt*seyed; curt-sy-ing also curt-sey*ing 

[no obj] ■ She curtsied before the queen. 

CUr*Va*CeOUS /k^'veijas/ adj [more most ~] of a woman 
: having an attractively curved body ■ a. curvaceous young ac¬ 
tress ■ a curvaceous figure 
Cur*va*ture /'ka^vatfa*/ noun 

1 technical : the amount that something is curved [count] 
The lenses have different curvatures. — often + of • the cur¬ 
vature of the earth [noncount] The machine measures the 
eyeball’s degree of curvature. 

2 [noncount] medical : a condition in which your spine is 
curved in an abnormal way ■ a disease that can cause curva¬ 
ture of the spine 

1 Curve /'k ml noun, pi curves [count] 

1 : a smooth, rounded line, shape, path, etc. ■ The dog’s tail 
has a slight curve. ■ There is a sharp/gentle curve coming up 
in the road. 


2 technical : a curved line on a graph that shows how some¬ 
thing changes or is affected by one or more conditions ■ the 
price curve in relation to inflation ■ the population growth 
curve — see also LEARNING curve 

3 : a curving line or shape of the human body and especially 
of a woman’s body — usually plural ■ The dress follows the 
curves of the body. ■ voluptuous curves 

4 baseball : curveball ■ The pitcher threw him a curve. — 
often used figuratively ■ Life has thrown him some curves 
[= thrown him some curveballs] over the years but he’s never 
given up. [=he has had some difficult and unexpected prob¬ 
lems in his life] ■ The reporter threw the actress a curve ^sur¬ 
prised her with a difficult and unexpected question] when he 
asked about her past drug use. 

ahead of the curve chiefly US, approving : faster about do¬ 
ing something than other people, companies, etc. • The 
company has been ahead of the curve in adopting new tech¬ 
nologies. [=has adopted new technologies faster than other 
companies] 

behind the curve chiefly US, disapproving : slower about 
doing something than other people, companies, etc. ■ We 
are behind the curve when it comes to advances in medi¬ 
cine. [=we have not been keeping up with the latest ad¬ 
vances as well as others] 

2 curve verb curves; curved; curving 

1 [no obj] : to form a curve : to turn or change from a 
straight line, shape, or path to a smooth, rounded one ■ The 
tail curves over the dog’s back. ■ The road curves to the left. ■ 
The fence curves in toward the side of the house. ■ The railing 
curves out near the observation platform. ■ a curving path 

2 [+ obj] : to cause (something) to form a curve ■ He curved 
[=bent 1 the wire slightly. 

curve-ball /'ka^bed/ noun, pi -balls [count] baseball : a 
pitch that is thrown with spin so that the ball curves in the 
air ■ The batter struck out on a curveball. — often used figu¬ 
ratively ■ Life has thrown him a few curveballs in recent 
years. [=he has had some difficult and unexpected problems 
in his life] — called also curve 

Curved adj [more most ~] : having a rounded shape ■ a 
curved wall/blade • curved handlebars ■ The animal's horns 
are slightly curved. 

Curvy /‘kavi/ adj curv»i»er; -est [also more most ~] 
: having many curves ■ a curvy road ■ curvy lines 
1 Cushion /'kujan/ noun, pi -ions [count] 

1 : a soft object or part that is used to make something (such 
as a seat) more comfortable or to protect a surface from 
damage : a soft pillow, pad, etc. ■ a seat/sofa cushion ■ There 
is a cushion under the rug to protect the floor. ■ a cushion of 
air [=a layer of air that provides support or protection to 
something] — see picture at living room 

2 : any one of the rubber parts that the ball bounces off 
along the inner edges of a billiard table 

3 : something (such as an extra amount of money) that you 
can use to reduce the bad effect of something (such as an un¬ 
expected problem or expense) ■ We didn’t have a financial 
cushion when my husband lost his job. — often + against • 
We use our savings as a cushion against major expenses. 

4 : a lead in a game or competition that is large enough to al¬ 
low the leader to feel confident about winning — usually 
singular ■ The team enjoyed a 6-0 cushion in the last inning. 

2 CUShion verb -ions; -ioned; -ion-ing [+ obj\ : to make 
(something, such as a fall or collision) less severe or painful 
: to soften or reduce the bad effect of (something) ■ The pile 
of leaves helped cushion his fall. ■ The tires help cushion the 
ride. [=help make the ride smoother] ■ The tax cut is meant 
to cushion the blow/impact of soaring gas prices. — often + 
against or from • The helmet cushions the head against vio¬ 
lent collisions. ■ The tax cut should cushion the economy 
from the effect of soaring gas prices. 

— cushioned adj ■ a cushioned seat/chair 

cu-shion-ing /'ku/anuj/ noun [noncount] : soft material 
that is used for comfort or protection ■ The padded insert in 
the sneaker provides extra cushioning. 

CUShy /'ko/i/ adj cush«i«er; -est [also more most ~] in¬ 
formal : very easy and pleasant: involving little difficulty or 
effort ■ His uncle got him a cushy job in the city government. 

CUSp /‘kAsp/ noun, pi cusps [count] technical : a pointed 
end or part where two curves meet • the cusp of a tooth 
on the cusp : at the point when something is about to 
change to something else ■ She is on the cusp [=on the verge] 
of being a star. • on the cusp between childhood and adoles¬ 
cence • I was born on the cusp between Leo and Virgo. 
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CUS-pi-dor /'kAsp3,doay noun, pi -dors [count] chiefly US 

: SPITTOON 

CUSS /'kAs/ verb cuss-es; cussed; cuss-ing [no obj] US, 

informal: to use offensive words when you speak : curse ■ 
She started to yell and cuss as soon as she saw him. 
cuss out [phrasal verb] cuss (someone) out or cuss out 
(someone) US, informal : to say angry and offensive words 
to (someone) ■ He cussed me out for crashing his pickup 
truck. • We got cussed out [-cursed out] by the boss for 
missing the deadline. 

cuss.word /'kAS,w^d/ noun, pi -words [count] US, infor¬ 
mal : an offensive word that people say when they are angry 

: CURSE, SWEARWORD 

CUS'tard /'kAstad/ noun, pi -tards [count, noncount] : a 
type of sweet food that is made with eggs and milk 
— cus-tardy /'kAstadi/ adj [more most ~] ■ a custardy 
dessert/filling 

CUS-tO-di-al /,kA'stoudij3l/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 law : having the responsibility for taking care of a child 
: having custody of a child • Her mother is the custodial par¬ 
ent. 

2 US : relating to the care of a building, equipment, or land ■ 
custodial duties 

3 Brit, law : involving punishment that requires a ciiminal to 
spend time in a prison ■ a custodial sentence 

CUS-tO-dl-an /(kA'stoudijan/ noun, pi -ans [count] 

1 formal : someone who keeps and protects something valu¬ 
able for another person — often + of ■ The court appointed 
him custodian of the dead author’s manuscripts. — often 
used figuratively ■ The museums are custodians of culture. 

2 US : a person who cleans and takes care of a building 
: janitor ■ a school custodian 

CUS-tO-dy /'kAstadi/ noun [ noncount] 

1 law : the legal right to take care of a child (such as a child 
whose parents are divorced) • She has sole custody of her 
daughter. ■ The judge granted/awarded custody to the grand¬ 
parents. ■ The parents have joint custody. [=both parents 
have custody] ■ a bitter custody battle [=a legal fight between 
divorced parents about who will take care of a child] 

2 : the state of being kept in a prison or jail — used after in 
or into ■ Several suspects in the killing are in custody. ■ He 
was taken into (police) custody last night and will be charged 
with murder today. ■ The witness is in protective custody. 
[=is being kept in a safe place by the police] 

3 formal: the act of protecting or taking care of something ■ 
The bank provides safe custody for valuables. — often + of • 
The artist’s paintings are in the custody of the museum. 

1 CUS«tom /'kAstam/ noun, pi -toms 

1 : an action or way of behaving that is usual and traditional 
among the people in a particular group or place [count] trib¬ 
al/local/family/ancient customs ■ social customs • an English/ 
Indian custom ■ It is the custom for the bride to wear a white 
dress on her wedding day. [noncount] According to custom , 
the festivities begin at dusk. ■ It’s a matter of custom. 

2 [singular] : something that is done regularly by a person ■ 
She had breakfast in bed, as was her custom, [-habit] 

3 customs [plural] a : taxes or fees that are paid to the 
government when goods come into or go out of a country — 
often used before another noun ■ customs duties b : the 
place at an airport, border, etc., where government officers 
collect customs on goods and look for things that people are 
trying to bring into a country illegally ■ We went through 
customs at the airport without any difficulty. ■ It took us a 
long time to dear customs at the border. — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ a customs agent/officer/inspector 

4 [noncount] Brit, formal : the practice of regularly going to 
the same shop or business to buy things or services ■ As new 
shops have opened people have been taking their custom 
[=business] elsewhere. 

2 CUStom adj, always used before a noun, chiefly US 

1 : made to fit the needs or requirements of a particular per¬ 
son ■ custom furniture ■ The new kitchen will have custom 
cabinets. ■ custom designs ■ custom [-custom-made] clothes ■ 
a custom [=custom-built] home/motorcycle 

2 : doing work that fits the needs or requirements of a par¬ 
ticular person ■ a custom tailor ■ a custom furniture shop 

CUS-tom-ary /'kAst3,meri, Brit 'kAStamri/ adj 

1 : usually done in a particular situation or at a particular 
place or time • He forgot the customary “thank you." ■ It is 
customary to hold the door open for someone who is enter¬ 
ing a building behind you. 

2 always used before a noun : usual or typical of a particular 


person ■ She dressed in her customary fashion. ■ He did the 
work with his customary efficiency. 

— cus-tom-ar-i-ly /(kAsta'merali, Brit 'kAstamrali/ adv ■ 
Customarily, people wear black to funerals. • Our families 
customarily get together for a camping trip each summer. 

CUS-tom—built /'kAstam'bilt/ adj ■ built to fit the needs or 
requirements of a particular person ■ a custom-built home • 
The car is custom-built. 

CUS-tom-er /'kAstama 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : someone who buys goods or services from a business ■ 
She is one of our best/regular customers. ■ Remember, the 
customer is always right. [=never argue with a customer] — 
often used before another noun ■ The company has good/ 
poor customer service. ■ customer satisfaction 

2 informal : a person who has a particular quality ■ He is one 
tough/tricky customer. [=he is a tough/tricky person] ■ She’s 
a pretty cool customer. 

CUS-tom-ize also Brit cus-tom-ise /'kAst3,maiz/ verb -iz- 
es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ obj]: to change (something) in order to 
fit the needs or requirements of a person, business, etc. ■ The 
telephone company has offered to customize a plan for our 
business. ■ The program can be customized to serve different 
purposes. 

- cus-tom-iz-able also Brit cus-tom-is-able /.kAsta- 
'maizabal/ adj [more most ~] ■ a customizable van ■ cus¬ 
tomizable software — customized adj ■ a customized van 
- cus-tom-i-za-tion also Brit cus-tom-i-sa-tion 
/jkAstsma'zei/an/ noun [noncount] ■ software customiza¬ 
tion 

CUS-tOITl— made /'kAStam'meid/ adj ' made to fit the needs 
or requirements of a particular person ■ All his clothes are 
custom-made. • custom-made curtains/fumiture 
1 CUt /'kAt/ verb cuts; cut; cut-ting 

T ~a : to use a sharp tool (such as a knife) to open or divide 
(something, such as paper or wood) 1+ obj] Cut the paper 
along/on the dotted line (with a pair of scissors). ■ cutting a 
piece of string ■ He uses the ax to cut wood. ■ The meat is so 
tender you can cut it with a fork. — sometimes used figura¬ 
tively ■ The excitement/tension in the room was so thick you 
could cut it with a knife. [=there was a lot of excitement/ten¬ 
sion in the room] [no obj] Cut along/on the dotted line. - The 
saw easily cuts through metal. ■ She cut into the melon with a 
knife, b [+ obj] : to make a hole or wound in (a person’s 
skin) ■ I cut myself while shaving. ■ I cut my finger on a sharp 
piece of metal. = A sharp piece of metal cut me (on the fin¬ 
ger). • I had a cut finger. ■ We were fighting, and he tried to 
cut me with his knife. ■ Pieces of broken glass cut her face 
and arms. ■ He fell and cut his head open on a sharp rock. C 
[+ obj] : to make (a hole) in something by using a sharp tool • 
They cut a hole in the wall for the new window. ■ Doctors be¬ 
gin by cutting a small incision in the chest. ■ Cut several slits 
in the top of the crust to allow air to escape, d [+ obj] : to 
divide or separate parts of (something) by using a sharp tool 
■ It’s time to cut [=slice] the cake! ■ I’ll cut the apple in half so 
you both can have some. ■ Would you cut me a slice of 
bread? = Would you cut a slice of bread for me? — often + 
into ■ Add one large onion that has been cut into one-inch 
pieces. ■ The chicken is cut into long strips and served on top 
of the salad. — often + from ■ Her walls were covered with 
pictures cut from magazines. ■ a piece of meat that is cut from 
the hind end of the animal — often + off ■ She was cutting off 
pieces of watermelon and giving them to the children. 

2 [no obj] a : to be able to cut something ■ This knife 
doesn’t cut well, b : to be able to be cut ■ Aluminum foil 
cuts easily with scissors. 

3 1+ obj]: to make (hair, grass, etc.) shorter by using a sharp 
tool (such as scissors) ■ I cut my hair short for the summer. ■ 
Where’d you get your hair cut ? ■ I need to cut [=trim] my 
nails; they're way too long. ■ She keeps her nails cut short. ■ 
The grass in our yard needs to be cut. [= mowed] • the smell of 
fresh-cur grass ■ The wood is already cut to size/length. [=it 
has already been cut so that it is the proper size/length] 

4 [+ obj] a : to give (hair or clothing) a certain style by cut¬ 
ting it — usually used as (be) cut • Her hair is light brown and 
cut in a short bob. ■ She was wearing a dress that was cut low 
at the neck. [=she was wearing a low-cur dress] b : to give 
(something) a new shape by using a sharp tool ■ a beautifully 
cut diamond 

5 [+ obj] : to make or form (something) by cutting or remov¬ 
ing material ■ We all cut [= carved] our names on/into the 
tree. ■ The stream cuts a path through the woods. ■ builders 
cutting new roads in the forest — often out ■ At the center 
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of the table was a statue cut out of ice. 

6 [+ obj\ : to make the amount of (something) smaller : re¬ 
duce ■ Our benefits were recently cut at work. ■ The drug 
has been shown to cut the risk of heart attack by half. ■ In 
just three years, the mayor has cut the city’s crime in half. ■ 
The President has promised to cut government spending. ■ 
Cutting taxes can have positive and negative effects on the 
economy. ■ measures that are designed to cut costs = cost- 
cutting measures ■ The company’s expenses had been cut to 
the bone. [=reduced to their lowest possible amount] — of¬ 
ten + off m This route can cut as much as five minutes off your 
driving time. ■ The experience cut 20 years off (of) his life. 
[=shortened his life by 20 years] ■ We’ve cut 20 percent off the 
regular retail price. 

7 [+ obf\ a : to make (a book, film, etc.) shorter by remov¬ 
ing parts ■ His article was cut [= shortened ] by about 5#0 
words. ■ The movie had to be cut because it was too long, b 
: to remove (something) from a book, film, etc. ■ The mov¬ 
ie's director decided to cut [=cut out , omit] my part. — often 
+ from ■ The director cut the scene from the final version of 
the film. ■ They decided to cut her report from the newscast. ■ 
About 500 words were cut from his article. 

8 [+ obj ] : to remove (something) from a computer docu¬ 
ment in a way that allows you to move it to another part of 
the document or to another document • After you select the 
text with your mouse, you can cut it and then paste it at the 
beginning of the paragraph. ■ You can cut and paste the pic¬ 
ture into your file. — see also cut-and-paste 

9 [+ obj ]: to remove (a plant or part of a plant) by cutting it ■ 
It’s illegal to cut [=cut down] trees in this forest. ■ We’ll start 
cutting and haivesting the wheat next week. A cut flower is 
a flower that has been cut off the plant that it grew on. ■ He 
brought her a bouquet of cut flowers. 

10 [+ obj ]: to cause (something) to no longer be connected ■ 
The enemy has cut [-severed] our supply lines. ■ He wanted 
to cut all ties with his past and start a new life. 

11 [+ obj] : to allow (someone or something) to be free, 
loose, etc., by cutting something that stops movement ■ They 
were trapped inside the crushed car and had to be cut free. = 
They had to be cut from the car. ■ The boat was cut loose 
from the pier and allowed to drift away. — see also cut loose 
at 2 loose 

12 [+ obj] : to remove (someone) from a team, organization, 
etc. ■ I was on the team for two weeks before I got cut. — of¬ 
ten + from • The coach cut two players from the team. ■ The 
band was cut from the show at the last minute. 

13 : to divide (a pack of cards) into two piles [+ obj] You cut 
the deck and I’ll deal, [no obj ] You cut and I’ll deal. 

14 [+ obj ] : to divide (an area of land) into two parts ■ The 
river cuts the city in half. • The mountain ridges are cut by 
deep valleys. 

15 [no obj ] : to move or go across or through something ■ 
Let’s take a shortcut and cut across this field. ■ We cut 
through the park on our way home. ■ The boundary line be¬ 
tween the two countries cuts directly through the group’s tra¬ 
ditional homeland. — often used figuratively to describe 
something that is not limited in the usual way ■ National se¬ 
curity is an issue that cuts across party lines. [=an issue that is 
important to both political parties] ■ Child abuse cuts across 
all economic and racial lines/boundaries. [=it occurs in all 
economic and racial groups] ■ Her academic interests cut 
across [=involve or relate to] many disciplines. 

16 [no obj] a : to move quickly ■ a fast ship cutting through 
the waves b : to move suddenly in a different direction ■ 
The driver cut across three lanes of traffic to get to his exit 
and nearly caused an accident. ■ {American football) The run¬ 
ner cut to his left to avoid being tackled. 

17 [no obj ]: to move in front of other people in a line ■ That 
guy cut to the head of the line. ■ She cut in front of us. = She 
cut ahead of us. — often + in ■ Our friends let us cut in in 
front of them. ■ Celebrities are allowed to cut in line at popu¬ 
lar restaurants. ■ Hey, no cutting ( in line)\ 

18 [+ obj] chiefly US : to not go to (school or a class) when 
you should go to it ■ We used to cut [=s/ajp] school together 
and hang out at the beach. ■ She would take notes for me 
when I cut class. 

19 [+ obj] informal : to record (a song, album, etc.) ■ She’s in 
the studio cutting a new track/song for her next album. ■ 
Elvis Presley cut his first record in 1954. 

20 [no obj] : to suddenly move from one image or scene to 
another in a movie, television program, etc. ■ The movie cuts 
quickly from one scene to the next. ■ The camera cut back to 
the actor's face. ■ To explain the present situation, the film 


cuts back to the hero’s childhood. — often + away ■ They 
quickly cut away to the announcer when he appeared on 
stage. 

21 [no obj] : to stop filming a scene in a movie or television 
show — usually used as a command ■ "Cut\" yelled the direc¬ 
tor. 

22 [+ obj] : to stop saying or doing (foolish or annoying 
things) — usually used in phrases like cut the nonsense and 
(less politely) cut the crap ■ Let’s cut the nonsense and get 
down to business. ■ Cut the crap , Jen! I know you’re lying. 

23 [+ obj] : to stop (a motor) by moving a switch ■ We cut the 
engine and drifted into shore. ■ I parked and cut the ignition. 
— often + off ■ The pilot cut off the engine after the plane had 
come to a stop. 

24 [no obj] : to go to or deal with something in a vety direct 
way — usually + to ■ Her question cut to the heart of the is¬ 
sue. ■ This research cuts to the very core of who we are as hu¬ 
man beings. ■ Let me cut to the real reason why I’m here. 

25 : to cause painful feelings or emotions [no obj] His 
words cut deeply. ■ The disappointment cut like a knife. [+ 
obj] His harsh words cut me very deeply. ■ She was cut to the 
quick[= she was very badly hurt] by their insults. 

26 [+ obj] a US : to make (alcohol) less strong by adding 
water or another liquid ■ They cut [= diluted ] the wine with 
water, b : to make (a drug, such as heroin) less strong by 
mixing it with another substance ■ The substance is used to 
cut cocaine. 

27 [+ obj] : to cause (dirt, grease, etc.) to break apart and be 
removed ■ soap that cuts grease and grime 

cut a check US : to write a check and give it to someone ■ 
The company cut him a check and he cashed it. 
cut a dash see 2 dash 

cut a deal : to make an agreement usually about business 
: to make a deal • The band cut a deal with a recording 
company. 

cut a figure "0 y If you cut a fine/dashing/heroic (etc.) figure, 
you look very good and impressive. "He cut a fine figure in 
his officer’s uniform. 

cut and run : to leave quickly in order to avoid danger or 
trouble ■ You can’t just cut and run when your friends are 
in trouble. 

cut a rug old-fashioned slang: to dance in an energetic way ■ 
He’s not young anymore, but he can still cut a rug on the 
dance floor. 

cut a tooth of a baby : to have a tooth begin to come 
through the gums ■ Their baby daughter cut her first tooth 
yesterday. 

cut away [phrasal verb] cut away (something) or cut (some¬ 
thing) away : to remove (something that is not needed) by 
cutting ■ Tbey cut away [=cut off] a few of the tree’s lower 
branches. — see also 1 cut 20 (above), cutaway 
cut back [phrasal verb] 1 : to use less or do less of some¬ 
thing ■ We’ve been spending too much money and we need 
to cut back [=we need to spend less money] — often + on ■ 
I’ve been trying to cut back on smoking. ■ He’s cut back on 
the time he spends in front of the TV. 2 cut (something) 
back or cut back (something) a : to make (a plant) small¬ 
er or shorter by cutting its branches • Cut back [=prune] the 
shrub in the late fall, b : to reduce the size or amount of 
(something) ■ We ran out of time and had to cut back our 
plans. ■ They’ve cut back my hours at work. — see also 
CUTBACK 

cut both ways : to have both good and bad results, effects, 
etc. ■ He knows that his extreme competitiveness cuts both 
ways. ■ These changes in the economy cut both ways, 
cut corners see ’corner 

cut down [phrasal verb] 1 : to use less or do less of some¬ 
thing ■ I haven’t been able to quit smoking completely, but 
at least I’ve cut down. [=cut back] — often + on ■ I’ve had to 
cut down on [=reduce, cut back on] the amount of money I 
spend on clothes. ■ She suggested he cut down on his drink¬ 
ing. ■ a building material that helps cut down on noise 2 
cut (something) down or cut down (something) a : to re¬ 
move (a tree or bush) by cutting through its trunk or base ■ 
Most of the tree was dead, so we had to cut it down. ■ Much 
of the forest has been cut down for firewood, b : to re¬ 
duce the size or amount of (something) ■ We used a short¬ 
cut that cut down our traveling time by 15 minutes. ■ The 
machine significantly cuts down the amount of work nec¬ 
essary to harvest crops. 3 cut (someone) down or cut 
down (someone) : to kill or wound (someone) ■ She was 
cut down by a stray bullet. ■ The composer Schubert was 
cut down in his prime by illness. [=he died because of ill- 
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ness when he was in his prime] 
cut from the same cloth see cloth 
cut ice see ‘ice 

cut in [phrasal verb ] 1 : to join a conversation suddenly 

: interrupt ■ We were trying to have a conversation, but 
she kept cutting in. ■ “What are you guys talking about?" 
he cut in. — often + on ■ He’s always cutting in on our con¬ 
versations. 2 : to stop two people who are dancing and 
take the place of one of them ■ He went up to the dancing 
couple and said, "May I cut in?" 3 of a machine : to begin 
to work ■ Once the heater cuts in [=kicks in], it’ll be a lot 
more comfortable in here. 4 cut (someone) in : to in¬ 
clude (someone) in a group of people who are receiving 
money or other benefits ■ They’ll help you start your busi¬ 
ness provided that you cut them in when you start making 
a profit. — often + on ■ They want you to cut them in on 
(=to give them some of] the profits. 5 cut (something) in 
or cut in (something) : to add (something, such as butter) 
to dry ingredients (such as flour) by making cutting mo¬ 
tions with a knife or other sharp tool ■ After sifting the 
flour into a mixing bowl, use two knives to cut in the but¬ 
ter. — see also ‘cut 17 (above) 
cut into [phrasal verb ] cut into (something) : to reduce the 
amount of (something) • Although it would cut into profits, 
we were forced to lower our prices. ■ The extra time I was 
spending at work was cutting into my time with my family. 
cut it informal 1 : to be able to do something well enough 
— usually used in negative statements ■ After two weeks at 
the new job, he decided that he just couldn’t cut it. [=that 
he couldn’t do the job well enough to succeed] ■ They 
didn’t think that I would cut it as an actress. ■ Everyone’s 
using bold colors to decorate their homes. Plain white 
walls just don’t cut it anymore. [=plain white walls are not 
acceptable anymore] 2 People use the informal phrase 
any way you cut it to say that something is true no matter 
how you look at it or think about it. ■ Any way you cut it, it 
was a pretty good year for our company. ■ She’s one of the 
world’s best tennis players any way you cut it. 
cut it close ( chiefly US) or chiefly Brit cut it fine : to almost 
not be able to do something : to almost fail, lose, etc. ■ 
They ended up winning the game, but they really cut it 
close [-they almost lost the game] at the end ■ It’s cutting it 
a bit fine to get to the station at 9:45 when the train leaves 
at 9:50! 

cut off [phrasal verb\ 1 of a machine : to stop working sud¬ 
denly : to turn off ■ The engine suddenly cut off. [-cut out ] ■ 
The air-conditioning cut off, and the room was silent. 2 
cut (something) off or cut off (something) a : to remove 
(something) by cutting ■ Cut off dead flowers to promote 
new growth. ■ I had very long hair, but I cut most of it off in 
college. ■ He decided to cut off his beard. ■ He was running 
around like a chicken with its head cut off. [=he was acting 
in a very excited and confused way] b : to stop or end 
(something) ■ They had a vote to cut off debate on the bud¬ 
get. ■ The organization cut off its ties with the country’s 
government. ■ His family cut off all communication/con¬ 
tact with him after the incident, c : to stop people from 
seeing or using (something) : to block (something) • Their 
fence cuts off our view of the ocean. ■ Many of the town's 
roads were cut off when the river overflowed. ■ The army 
cut offaW escape routes, d : to stop the movement or sup¬ 
ply of (something) ■ The power was cut off to our apart¬ 
ment building. ■ The earthquake cut off our water supply. • 
They’ve decided to cut off Tunding/aid to the group. ■ His 
main source of income had been cut off. 3 cut (someone 
or something) off or cut off (someone or something) : to 
cause (someone or something) to be separate or alone — 
often + from • an island nation geographically cut off from 
the rest of the world ■ They are cut off from (contact with) 
the outside world. ■ She cut herself off from her family. * 
He’s emotionally cut off /torn his wife. 4 cut (someone) off 
or cut off (someone) a : to stop (someone) from talking ■ 
I was in the middle of telling a story when she cut me off 
[=she interrupted me] to ask about dinner. ■ He spoke for 
12 minutes until his teacher finally cut him off. 4- If you 
get cut off when you are using the telephone, the telephone 
connection suddenly ends and you can no longer hear the 
other person. ■ I called him. but we got cut off [=we got dis¬ 
connected; the telephone connection ended] two minutes 
into our conversation, b US : to drive in front of (some¬ 
one in another vehicle) in a sudden and dangerous way • 
He shouted at a driver who cut him off. ■ Hey. that guy/car 
just cut me off ! C : to move ahead and force (someone) to 


stop ■ "Sheriff, they’re getting away!” “Don’t worry, we’ll 
take a shortcut and cut them off." d : to decide not to give 
money or property to (someone) after your death ■ In her 
will, she cut off her son without a cent/penny. ■ She cut him 
off completely, e : to refuse to allow (someone) to drink 
more alcohol ■ He’s had too much to drink. We’d better cut 
him off. — see also ‘cut Id, 6 (above), cutoff 
cut off your nose to spite your face see 1 nose 
cut out [phrasal verb ] 1 of a machine : to stop working sud¬ 
denly ■ The plane’s engines suddenly cut out. [-cut off ] 2 
chiefly US : to leave quickly and suddenly ■ We were in a 
hurry to get home, so we cut out before the performance 
ended. 3 chiefly US : to move out of a line of traffic ■ The 
other car/driver cut out from behind and sped ahead of us. 
4 cut (something) out or cut out (something) a : to form 
(something) by cutting with a sharp tool ■ He got a piece of 
red paper and cut out a big heart. = He cut a big heart out 
of a piece of red paper. — sometimes used figuratively ■ 
She cut out [=carved out] a place for herself in history. 
[=she caused herself to be important in history] — see also 
‘cut 5 (above), CUTOUT b : to remove (something) by 
cutting ■ I cut out the recipe from a magazine. ■ cutting out 
newspaper articles ■ Doctors cut out the lump from her 
chest, c : to remove (something) from something ■ Fortu¬ 
nately. they cut [=took\ that scene out of the movie. ■ He cut 
out sugar from his diet and began eating more fruits and 
vegetables. ■ I focused on my work and cut out everything 
else in my life, d : to stop doing (something) ■ I’ve cut 
down on the number of cigarettes I smoke, but I’d like to 
cut out [=give up] smoking altogether. ■ I told you to cut 
that out. [=1 told you to stop that] ■ That’s enough, kids. I 
mean it! Cut it out e If your legs, feet, or knees are cut 
out from under you, you are knocked down by something 
that hits your legs very hard. This phrase is often used figu¬ 
ratively. ■ When I learned that I was seriously ill, I felt like 
my feet were cut out from under me. ■ The financial legs 
had been cut out from under the program. [=the program 
lost money and could not do what it needed to do] 5 cut 
(someone) out or cut out (someone) : to cause (someone) 
to no longer be included in something ■ She cut all of her 
children out of her will and left everything to her grand¬ 
children. ■ Don't cut me out of your life completely! ■ We 
can save money by cutting out the middleman and order¬ 
ing our supplies directly from the manufacturer. 6 4- If 
you are cut out for (something) or cut out to do/be (some¬ 
thing), you are naturally able or suited to do or be some¬ 
thing. ■ Why do you think that you're cut out for this job? 
[=why would you be good at this job?] ■ I'm really not cut 
out for this kind of work. [=I’m not naturally good at it] ■ 
He’s not cut out to be a teacher. = He’s not cut out to teach. 
— see also have your work cut out for you at ‘work 
cut short see 2 short 

cut (someone) dead : to pretend not to see (someone you 
know) : to deliberately ignore (someone) ■ When I saw her 
on the street yesterday, she cut me dead, 
cut (someone) some slack see 2 slack 
cut the Gordian knot see gordian knot 
cut the mustard see mustard 

cut through [phrasal verb] cut through (something) : to get 
through or past (something that blocks you or slows you 
down) quickly and directly ■ We were able to start the 
project once she told us how to cut through the red tape. • 
It took some time to cut through the lies and get to the 
truth. ■ cutting through all the nonsense — often + to • cut¬ 
ting through to the heart/essence of the problem — see also 
‘CUT 15 (above) 
cut to the chase see ‘chase 

cut up [phrasal verb] 1 US, informal : to behave in a silly or 
rude way ■ I was sent to the principal’s office for cutting up 
[= clowning around] in class. — see also cutup 2 cut 
(something) up or cut up (something) : to cut (something) 
into parts or pieces ■ He cut up the candy into little pieces 
and gave it to the child. — often + into ■ The area was cut 
up [-divided] into three separate farms. ■ They cut up the 
wood into small pieces. ■ We made sandwiches and cut 
them up into triangles. 3 cut (someone or something) up 
or cut up (someone or something) a : to hurt or damage 
(someone or something) by cutting ■ He got cut up pretty 
badly in the fight. ■ His face and arms were all cut up. b 
informal : to criticize (someone or something) in a harsh 
way ■ The critics really cut up his last play, c In infor¬ 
mal British English, to be cut up about something is to be 
very sad or upset about something. ■ I was pretty cut up 
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about the way the critics treated my last play. ■ She’s really 
cut up about losing her job. 

cut up rough Brit, informal : to behave in an angry or vio¬ 
lent way ■ He got drunk and started to cut up rough, 
cut your losses see loss 
cut your own throat see throat 

cut your teeth — used to describe the things that people do 
when they are starting their careers • He cut his teeth per¬ 
forming at local bars and nightclubs. ■ She cut her political 
teeth [=she began her political career] as a volunteer during 
the 1992 presidential elections. — often + on ■ Many televi¬ 
sion and movie stars cut their teeth on soap operas. 
fish or cut bait see 2 fish 
2 Clit noun, pi cuts [count} 

“T~a : an opening or hole made with a sharp tool (such as a 
knife) • Make a few small cuts in the crust to let the air es¬ 
cape. ■ a two-inch cut in the cloth b : a wound on a person’s 
body that is made by something sharp ■ She had a small cut 
[=gash] above her left eye. ■ He came home covered in cuts 
and bruises. ■ a deep/superficial cut ■ a paper cut [=a cut 
made by the edge of a piece of paper] 

2 : an act of making something smaller in amount: reduc¬ 
tion ■ Further cuts in spending are needed. ■ He had to ac¬ 
cept a cut in pay. = He had to accept a pay cut. ■ a tax cut 

3 : the act of removing something from a book, movie, etc. ■ 
You’ll have to make a few cuts in your manuscript if you 
want us to publish it. 

4 : a version of a movie at a particular stage of being edited • 
Fortunately, that scene didn’t make the film’s final cut. 
[=that scene did not appear in the final version of the film] ■ I 
saw a rough cut [=a version that is not yet finished] of the 
movie. ■ a director’s cut [=a special version of a movie that is 
created by the director and that usually includes scenes that 
are not included in other versions] 

5 : a song on a record, tape, or CD ■ We listened to the same 
cut [ =track ] over and over. 

6 : the shape and style of a piece of clothing ■ the cut of his 
pants 

7 : the act or result of cutting someone’s hair : haircut ■ I 
had a shampoo and a cut. — see also buzz cut, crew cut 

8 : a piece of meat that is cut from a particular part of an an¬ 
imal’s body ■ a thick/tender/expensive cut of meat 

9 : a part of something that is divided and shared among 
people — usually singular ■ We each got a cut [=share] of the 
profits. — see also a cut of the action at action 

10 : the act of reducing the size of a group (such as a group 
of competitors) by removing the ones that are not good 
enough or that have not done well enough — usually used 
with make or miss • He has to birdie the last hole in order to 
make the cut. [=in order to have a score that is low enough to 
be among the players allowed to continue playing] ■ If he 
doesn’t birdie this hole, he’ll miss the cut. • Only the best 
players are good enough to make the cut when the team is 
being chosen. 

a cut above : better than other people or things ■ All of his 
books are good, but this one is a cut above (the rest). ■ She's 
a cut above the other competitors and should win easily. 
cut and thrust chiefly Brit : the lively and exciting quality of 
an activity in which people compete or argue with each 
other • He has always enjoyed the cut and thiust of politics, 
cut-and-dried /.kAtn'draid/ also US cut-and-dry 
/,kAtn'drai/ adj [more most ~] : having a clear and defi¬ 
nite quality that does not allow doubt or that cannot be 
changed ■ The situation wasn't as cut-and-dried as we had 
thought. ■ a cut-and-dried example ■ a cut-and-dried decision 
CUt—and—paste AkAtn'peist/ adj, always used before a 
noun : made up of parts taken from many different sources ■ 
The book was an unprofessional cut-and-paste job. 
cut-away /'kAt3 f wei/ adj : having the top or outside re¬ 
moved so the inside parts can be seen ■ The diagram shows a 
cutaway view of an engine. — see also cut away at ‘CUT 

- cutaway noun, pi -aways [count] 

CUt-back /'kAt,b£ek/ noun, pi -backs [count] : the act of re¬ 
ducing the number or amount of something : reduction 

— often + in ■ He is opposed to further cutbacks [=cm/.v] in 
military spending. — see also cut back at ’CUT 

cute /'kju.t/ adj cut-er; cut-est 

1 : having a pleasing and usually youthful appearance ■ 
What a cute [=adorable] baby! ■ a cute [-pretty] pink dress ■ 
cute puppies ■ She’s as cute as a button ! (=veiv cute] 

2 chiefly US, informal : attractive in a sexual way ■ Who’s 
that cute [=hot. .very] guy/girl you were with? 


3 chiefly US, informal a : clever in an appealing way ■ a cute 
idea b : clever in a way that annoys people ■ Don't get cute 
[=smart, fresh] with me! 

4 chiefly US, informal : trying too hard to be pleasant or lik¬ 
able ■ The movie’s too cute [-cutesy] to be taken seriously. 

— cute-ly adv ■ She was dressed cutely in a little pink outfit. 
— cute-ness noun [noncount] ■ their annoying cuteness 

CUte-sy /'kju.tsi /adj cute-si-er; -est [also more most ~J 

informal + disapproving : trying very hard or too hard to be 
appealing : too cute in an annoying way ■ cutesy cartoon 
characters ■ cutesy pop music 

CUt glass noun [noncount] : glass with patterns cut into its 
surface for decoration — often used before another noun ■ a 
cut-glass vase 

CU-ti-cle /'kjuitikal/ noun, pi -ti-cles [count] : the layer of 
dead or hard skin around the base of a fingernail or toenail 
CUt-ie /'kjuiti/ noun, pi -ies [count] informal : an attractive 
person : a cute person ■ Her boyfriend’s a real cutie. 
CUt-ie—pie /'kju.thpai/ noun, pi -pies [count] US, informal 
: an attractive person : cutie — often used as an informal 
way of addressing a lover, a small child, etc. ■ Hey there, 
cutie-pie. [-honey, sweetie] 

CUt-lass /'kAtlas/ noun, pi -lass-es [count] : a short, heavy 
sword with a curved blade that was used by sailors and pi¬ 
rates in the past 

CUt-lery /'kAttari/ noun [noncount] 

1 US : sharp tools made of metal (such as knives and scis¬ 
sors) that are used for cutting things 

2 : forks, spoons, and knives used for serving and eating 
food : silverware ■ plastic cutleiy 

CUt-let /'kAtlat/ noun, pi -lets [count] 

1 : a small, thin slice of meat ■ veal/chicken cutlets 

2 chiefly Brit : chopped vegetables, nuts, etc., that are 
pressed together into a flat shape, covered with bread 
crumbs, and fried in oil - a nut cutlet ■ vegetable cutlets 

CUt-off /'kAt,a:f/ noun, pi -offs 

1 [count] : the act of stopping the movement or supply of 
something ■ a cutoff of the water supply 

2 [count] : the time when something must be done or com¬ 
pleted ■ The cutoff for new applications is next Wednesday. 

3 cutoffs [plural] : short pants that are made from long 
pants by cutting off the legs at the knees or higher ■ a pair of 
cutoffs 

— see also cut off at ’cut 

— cutoff adj, always used before a noun • We are approach¬ 
ing the cutoff point of the negotiations but no agreement 
has been reached. ■ The cutoff date for new applications is 
next Wednesday. ■ She was wearing cutoff jeans/pants. 

CUt-OUt /‘kAt,aut/ noun, pi -outs [count] : a shape or picture 
that is cut from a piece of paper, cardboard, etc. ■ a card¬ 
board cutout of a famous actor — see also cut out at ‘cut 
CUt—price /'kAt'prais/ adj, chiefly Brit : cut-rate ■ a cut- 
price ticket 

CUt—rate /'kAt'reit/ adj, chiefly US 

1 : selling goods or services at very low prices ■ cut-rate su¬ 
permarkets ■ cut-rate airlines and hotels 

2 of a price : very low ■ They sell wine at cut-rate prices. 
CUt-ter /'kAte/ noun, pi -ters [count] 

1 : a person, machine, or tool that cuts something ■ a dia¬ 
mond cutter ■ a pizza cutter — sometimes plural ■ a pair of 
wire cutters — see also box cutter, cookie cuTrER 

2 a : a boat on a ship that is used for carrying supplies or 
passengers to and from the shore b : a small sailing boat 
with one mast C : a small military ship ■ a Coast Guard cut¬ 
ter 

CUt-throat /'kAtjGrout/ adj [more most ~] — used to de¬ 
scribe a situation in which people compete with each other 
in an unpleasant and often cruel and unfair way ■ cutthroat 
[=ruthless] competition ■ It’s a cutthroat business we’re in. 
CUt-throat razor noun, pi — zors [count] Brit : straight 
razor 

1 cut-ting /'kAtirj/ noun, pi -tings [count] 

1 : a stem, leaf, or root that is cut from a plant and used to 
grow a new plant ■ Take some cuttings from the plant and put 
them in water. 

2 Brit : clipping 1 ■ She kept a collection of (press) cuttings 
about the war. 

2 CUtting adj [more most ~] 

1 always used before a noun : used for cutting things ■ a cut¬ 
ting blade 
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2 a : unpleasantly cold ■ a raw cutting [=biting\ wind b 
: causing great physical pain ■ a sharp, cutting [=piercing, 
stabbing J pain 

3 : very harsh and critical : intended to hurt someone’s feel¬ 
ings ■ He made a cutting remark about my family, and I 
haven't spoken to him since. 

Cutting board noun, pi ~ boards [count] US : a wooden 
or plastic board on which foods (such as meats and vegeta¬ 
bles) are cut — called also (chiefly Brit ) chopping board; see 
picture at kitchen; compare chopping block 
cutting edge noun, pi ~ edges 

1 [count] : the sharp edge of something that is used to cut 
things ■ the cutting edge of a knife 

2 the cutting edge : the newest and most advanced area of 
activity in an art, science, etc. ■ He’s a director who tries to 
keep his films right on the cutting edge. — often + of ■ The re¬ 
search we’re doing now is at/on the cutting edge of medical 
technology. ■ the cutting edge of youth culture 

— cutting-edge adj [more most ~] • cutting-edge tech¬ 
nology 

Cutting room noun, pi ~ rooms [count] : a room where 
movies or television shows are edited and put into their final 
form — usually singular ■ He worked in the cutting room, 
on the cutting-room floor : removed from a movie or tele¬ 
vision show ■ The scene ended up on the cutting-room floor. 
[=the scene ended up being removed] — often used figura¬ 
tively ■ A lot of good ideas are rejected and end up on the 
cutting-room floor . [=end up not being used] 

CUt*up /'kAt,Ap/ noun, pi -ups [count] US, informal: a per¬ 
son who behaves in a silly way and tries to make other peo¬ 
ple laugh ■ In school he was always a/the cutup, telling jokes 
and acting silly. — see also cut up at ‘cut 
cv noun, pi CVs [count ]: curriculum vitae 
CWt abbr hundredweight 
-cy /si/ noun suffix 

1 : the state of having a particular quality ■ bankruptcy ■ nor¬ 
malcy ■ accuracy 

2 : the action or practice of a particular type of person ■ can¬ 
didacy ■ piracy ■ prophecy 

3 : the state of having a particular role or rank • occupancy ■ 
captaincy 

cy-an /*sai,aen/ noun [noncount] technical : a greenish-blue 
color — see color picture on page C2 
cy-a-nide /'saja.naid/ noun [noncount] : a very poisonous 
chemical 

Cyber- /'saiba 1 / combining form : computer • cybercafe • cy¬ 
berspace 

cy-ber-ca-fe / l saiba>kse l fei, Brit 'saiba'kaeifei/ noun, pi -fes 
[count] : a cafe or coffee shop where customers can use com¬ 
puters to search the Internet 

cy*ber*net*ics /,saib& p netiks/ noun [noncount] : the scien¬ 
tific study of how people, animals, and machines control and 
communicate information 

— cy*ber-net«ic /.saiba^'netik/ adj • cybernetic theory 
cy*ber*punk / l saiba,pAQk/ noun [noncount] : stories about 

future societies that are controlled by computer technology 

— often used before another noun • cyberpunk novels/au¬ 
thors 

Cy-ber-sex /'saibaiseks/ noun [noncount] : activity in which 
people become sexually excited by sending messages about 
sex to each other over the Internet 
cy-ber*space /'saiba^speis/ noun [noncount] : the online 
world of computer networks and the Internet ■ We send 
e-mails through cyberspace. 

cy-borg /‘sa^boa-g/ noun, pi -borgs [count] in stories : a 
person whose body contains mechanical or electrical devices 
and whose abilities are greater than the abilities of normal 
humans 

cy-cla-men /'saiklamsn, Brit 'siklaman/ noun, pi cycla¬ 
men or cyclamens [count] : a plant that has flowers with 
large white, pink, or red petals that hang downward 
1 CV»Cle /'saikal/ noun, pi cycles [count] 

1 : a set of events or actions that happen again and again in 
the same order : a repeating series of events or actions ■ the 
female menstrual cycle ■ These plants have a 2-year growth 
cycle. [=the plants live and die within two years] — often + 
of ■ the annual cycle of the seasons ■ the cycle of life and death 
■ World leaders must do more to stop/break this cycle of vio¬ 
lence. — see also life cycle 

2 : a set of regular and repeated actions that are done by a 
machine as part of a longer process * We have to wait for the 


dishwasher’s wash and dry cycles to end. ■ the spin cycle on a 
washing machine 

3 chiefly Brit : a bicycle or motorcycle ■ He rode his cycle 
into town. — often used before another noun ■ a cycle lane/ 
path/route 

4 : a group of poems, plays, songs, etc., that relate to the 
same subject and that together form a larger work ■ a cycle 
of 15 poems ■ a song cycle 

2 cycle verb cycles; cy-cled; cy-cling 

1 US : to go through a repeated process or to cause (some¬ 
thing) to go through a repeated process [+ obj] The water is 
cycled back into/through the system after it has been used. 
[no obj] The water cycles back into/through the system. 

2 [no obj] : to ride a bicycle ■ He cycled [=biked, bicycled] 
across town to the library. 

— cy-clist Aaikabst/ noun, pi -clists [count] ■ a group of 
cyclists [=bicyclists] 

cy-clic /'saiklik, 'sikhk/ or cy*cli»cal /'saiklikal, 'sikliksl/ 
adj [more most ~] : happening again and again in the 
same order : happening in cycles ■ cyclic changes in the 
weather ■ the cyclical nature of history 

— cy»cli»cal-ly /'saiklikli, 'siklikli/ adv ■ These events occur 
cyclically. 

Cycling noun [noncount]: the sport or activity of riding a bi¬ 
cycle ■ My doctor recommends aerobic activities such as 
running, cycling ; [-biking, bicycling] and swimming. ■ He 
does a lot of cycling. ■ cycling shorts ■ The town is within easy 
cycling distance. 

cy*Clone /'sai,kloun/ noun, pi -clones [count] 

1 : an extremely large, powerful, and destructive storm with 
veiy high winds that turn around an area of low pressure 

— compare anticyclone 

2 chiefly US : tornado 

— cy-clorvic /sai'klanuk/ adj ■ cyclonic winds 
Cy*Clops /'sai,kla:ps/ noun [singular] : a giant man in sto¬ 
ries told by the ancient Greeks who had a single eye in the 
middle of his forehead 

cyg*net /'signst/ noun, pi -nets [count] : a young swan 
cyl-in*der /'sitenda-/ noun, pi -ders [count] 

1 : a shape that has straight sides and two circular ends 

— see picture at geometry 

2 : something that is shaped like a cylinder: such as a : a 
tube in which a piston of an engine moves ■ a four -cylinder 
engine — see picture at engine b : the part of a gun that 
turns and that holds the bullets ■ the cylinder of a revolver 
on all cylinders informal : with the greatest possible 

amount of effort, power, or speed : at full capacity or 
speed • The economy is running on all cylinders. ■ The 
team didn’t seem to be firing/hitting on all cylinders. 
Cy*lin*dri*Cal /saMindrikal/ adj [more —; most ~] : shaped 
like a cylinder ■ a cylindrical oil tank ■ a cylindrical tower 
cym-bal /‘simbal/ noun, pi -bals [count] : a musical instru¬ 
ment in the form of a slightly curved thin metal plate that is 
played by hitting it with a drumstick or with another cymbal 
and that makes a very loud metallic sound — see picture at 
PERCUSSION 

cyn-ic /’sunk/ noun, pi -ics [count] : a person who has nega¬ 
tive opinions about other people and about the things people 
do ■ He’s too much of a cynic to see the benefits of marriage.; 
especially : a person who believes that people are selfish and 
are only interested in helping themselves ■ A cynic might 
think that the governor visited the hospital just to gain votes. 
■ Reporters who cover politics often become cynics. 
cyn-i*cal /'sinikal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : believing that people are generally selfish and dishonest ■ 
Cynical people say there is no such thing as true love. ■ Peo¬ 
ple are so cynical nowadays. ■ She’s become more cynical in 
her old age. — often + about ■ He’s cynical about marriage. ■ 
Many young people today are cynical about politics. 

2 : selfish and dishonest in a way that shows no concern 
about treating other people fairly ■ Some people regard the 
governor’s visit to the hospital as a cynical attempt to win 
votes. ■ We live in a cruel, cynical [=uncaring] world. 

— cyn-i-caMy /"sinikli/ adv ■ The character talks cynically 
about love. 

Cyn*i*Cism /’sma^izam/ noun [noncount] : cynical beliefs 
: beliefs that people are generally selfish and dishonest ■ 
Nothing could change her cynicism about politics. 
cy-no-Slire /•saino./ua-/ noun, pi -sures [count] formal : a 
person or thing that attracts a lot of attention or interest ■ 
She was the cynosure of all eyes [=everyone was looking at 
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her] as she walked into the room, 
cypher chiefly Brit spelling of cipher 
cy*press /'saipras/ noun, pi -press-es [count, noncount\ : a 
tall and narrow evergreen tree 

Cyst /'sist/ noun, pi cysts [count] medical : a growth filled 
with liquid that forms in or on your body ■ an ovarian cyst 
[=a cyst on a woman’s ovary] 

cys-tic fl-bro-sis /'sistikfai’brousas/ noun [noncount] 
medical : a very serious disease that usually appears in 
young children and that makes it hard to breathe and to di¬ 
gest food properly 

Cys-tl-tis /si'staitas/ noun [noncount] medical : infection of 
the bladder 

Cy-tol-O-gy /sai'tadacfei/ noun [noncount] biology : the 
study of plant and animal cells 

— cy-tol-o-gist /sai'taifocfeist/ noun, pi -gists [count] 
czar also tsar or tzar /'zaa 1 / noun, pi czars also tsars or 
tzars [count] 


1 : the title of the ruler of Russia before 1917 » Russia’s Czar 
Nicholas II 

2 chiefly US a : a very powerful person in a particular busi¬ 
ness or activity ■ a banking czar b — used as an unofficial 
title for the person who is in charge of a government office 
or department ■ The President has appointed a new drug 
czar. • the education/housing/terrorism czar 

cza-ri-na also tsa-rl-na or tza-ri-na /za'ri.na/ noun, pi 
-nas [count] : the wife of a Russian czar 
czar-ist also tsar-ist or tzar-ist /'zarist/ adj : of or relating 
to the government of Russia when it was controlled by czars 
• czarist Russia • the czarist capital of St. Petersburg 
Czech /'trek/ noun, pi Czechs 

1 [count] : a person bom, raised, or living in Czechoslovakia 
or the Czech Republic ■ the customs of the Czechs 

2 [noncount]: the Slavic language of the Czechs ■ He learned 
to speak Czech. 

— Czech adj • the Czech people/language 


D 


d or D /'di:/ noun, pi d’s or ds or D’s or Ds 

1 : the fourth letter of the English alphabet [count] Many 
people who are learning to read confuse b’s and d’s. [non¬ 
count] names that start with d 

2 : a musical note or key referred to by the letter D : the sec¬ 
ond tone of a C-major scale [count] play/sing a D [non¬ 
count] The song is in the key of D. 

3 [count] : a grade that is given to a student for doing poor 
work • She got a D on her chemistry test. 

4 : the Roman numeral that means 500 ■ CD [=400] 
d. abbr died ■ Thomas Jefferson, d. 1826 

D abbr Democrat 

’d /ad after t or d; d elsewhere! — used as a contraction of had, 
would , and did ■ When they arrived, we’d [=we had] already 
left. ■ If you d [=you would] like to learn more, go to our Web 
site. ■ Where# [=where did] he go? 

DA abbr district attorney 
1 dab /'dasb/ verb dabs; dabbed; dab'bing 

1 : to lightly touch (something) usually with quick, small 
motions [+ obj] She dabbed [=patted] her eyes with a hand¬ 
kerchief. [no obj ] — usually + at ■ He politely dabbed at the 
comers of his mouth with his napkin. 

2 [+ obj] : to put something on something with quick, small 
motions ■ He dabbed [=daubed] a little paint on the canvas. ■ 
She was dabbing [=daubing] her lips with dark red lipstick. 

2 dab noun, pi dabs [count] 

1 : a quick, small touch ■ She gave her eyes a few dabs 
[=pats] with a handkerchief. 

2 : a small amount of something ■ a dab of paint ■ You’ve got 
a dab of ice cream on your shirt. • a dab of butter/perfume 

— see also dab hand, smack-dab 

dab-ble /'dasbal/ verb dab-bles; dab-bled; dab-bling 

1 [no obj] : to take part in an activity in a way that is not se¬ 
rious — usually + in • She works as an accountant but dab¬ 
bles in poetry. ■ He dabbled in politics as a college student. 

2 : to play or move around in water [no obj] The ducks dab¬ 
bled in the stream. [+ obj] She sat by the pool, dabbling her 
feet in the cool water. 

— dab-bler noun, pi -biers [count] ■ a dabbler in politics 
dab hand noun, pi ~ hands [count] Brit, informal : a per¬ 
son who is very good at doing something : expert ■ He’s a 
dab hand at cooking. ■ She’s a dab hand in the kitchen. ■ 
She’s always been a dab hand with a paint brush. 

da-cha Akutfa/ noun, pi -chas [count] : a small Russian 
house in the countryside that is used especially in the sum¬ 
mer 

dachS'hund /'da:ks,hunt, Brit 'daeksand/ noun, pi -hunds 
[count] : a small type of dog that has a long body, very short 
legs, and long ears — see picture at dog 
Da-Cron /*dei,kra:n, 'dfe.krain/ trademark — used for a 
type of cloth or thread that is made from an artificial materi¬ 
al 

dad /'daed/ noun, pi dads [count] informal: a person’s father 


■ Her mom and dad both said she can’t go. — often used as a 
form of address ■ Dad, can I borrow the car tonight? 
dad-dy /'daedi/ noun, pi -dies [count] informal : a person’s 
father — used especially by young children • Where’s my 
daddy ? — often used as a form of address ■ Daddy , can you 
read me a story? — see also sugar daddy 
dad-dy long-legs /(daedi'laiQilegz/ noun, pi ~ -legs 
[count] 

1 US : a small insect that looks like a spider and that has a 
small round body and long thin legs — see color picture on 
page CIO 

2 Brit : crane fly 

dae-mon /'diiman/ noun, pi -mons [count] 

1 : a creature in ancient Greek stories that is more powerful 
than a person but not as powerful as a god 

2 : demon 1 ■ angels and daemons 

daf-fo-dil /'d£ef3,dil/ noun, pi -dils [count]: a yellow flower 
that blooms in the spring and that has a center that is shaped 
like a long tube — see color picture on page C6 
daf-fy /'daefi/ adj daf-fi-er; -est [also more most ~] US, 
informal : silly or strange often in a way that is funny ■ The 
actress is starring in a daffy new comedy this summer. ■ The 
book is filled with daffy characters, 
daft /'dasft, Brit *da:ft/ adj daft-er; -est [also more most 
~] Brit, informal 

1 : strange often in a way that is funny ■ He’s got a daft [=sil- 
ly, daffy] sense of humor. 

2 : crazy or foolish ■ Don’t be daft\ ■ Your idea seems a bit 
daft to me. ■ She looked at us as if we’d gone daft. 

(as) daft as a brush : very silly or somewhat crazy ■ The 
professor is perfectly nice but she’s daft as a brush. 

— daft-ly adv — daft-ness noun [noncount] 
dag-ger /'dsega 1 / noun, pi -gers [count] : a sharp pointed 
knife that is used as a weapon 

at daggers drawn chiefly Brit : angry and ready to fight ■ 
political parties that are at daggers drawn (with each other) 
look/shoot/stare daggers at: to look at (someone) in an 
angry way ■ They looked daggers at each other across the 
table. — see also cloak-and-dagger 
da-go or Da-go /'deigou/ noun, pi -gos [count] informal + 
offensive : a person who is from Italy, Spain, or Portugal <- 
The word dago is very offensive and should be avoided, 
da-guerre-o-type /da^eroi^taip/ noun, pi -types [count] 
: an old type of photograph that was made on a piece of sil¬ 
ver or a piece of copper covered in silver 
dahl-ia /'daelja, Brit 'deilja/ noun, pi -ias [count] : a type of 
plant that is grown in gardens and has large flowers with 
white, yellow, red, pink, or purple petals 
1 dai-ly /*deili/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : happening, done, made, used, or existing every day ■ Tele¬ 
vision has become a part of our daily [= day-to-day] lives. ■ It 
has changed every aspect of daily life/existence. ■ I started 
eating healthier and added exercise to my daily routine/ 
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schedule. * daily activities such as eating breakfast and wash¬ 
ing your face ■ There's not enough water to meet the daily 
needs of the city’s people. ■ daily commuters ■ He visits them 
on a daily basis. [=every day] ■ people working to earn their 
dally bread [=the food they need each day] 

2 : published every day or every day except Sunday "He 
likes reading daily newspapers.* She reads the daily paper 
each morning. 

3 : of or relating to one day ■ Their average daily wage is 
only five dollars. ■ She had been taking more than the recom¬ 
mended daily dose of the medicine. ■ Our daily lunch spe¬ 
cials [=the special lunch items offered on particular days of 
the week] are listed on the back of the menu. 

— daily adv ■ Take one pill/capsule twice daily. [=two times 
every day] ■ The Web site is updated daily. [=every day] 

2 daily noun, pi dai-lies 

1 [count] : a newspaper that is published every day or every 
day except Sunday ■ the city’s two largest dailies ■ They read 
the daily every morning. 

2 dailies [plural] US : the first prints of a movie showing the 
scenes that are filmed each day ■ The director watches the 
dailies [=rushes] every evening. 

3 [count] Brit, old-fashioned : a person who you pay to clean 
your house and do other jobs for you every day — called 
also daily help 

dailVty Aieinti /adj dain-ti-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : small and pretty • Her hair was decorated with dainty 
pink flowers. ■ the girl’s dainty little hands ■ dainty teacups 

2 : done with small and careful movements ■ The dancers' 
dainty steps were followed by a series of leaps. ■ She took a 
dainty sip of tea from her teacup. 

3 of food : attractive and served in small amounts ■ They 
served dainty sandwiches on silver trays. • The food was 
served in dainty portions. 

— dain-ti-ly adv ■ She sipped daintily from her teacup. 
— dain-ti-ness noun [noncount] ■ He commented on the 
daintiness of my hands. 

1 dai*qui*ri /’dsekari, 'daikari/ noun , pi -ris [count] : an alco¬ 
holic drink that is usually made of rum, crushed fruit or fruit 
juice, and sugar ■ frozen strawberry daiquiris 
dairy /'deri !noun.pl dairies [count] 

1 : a farm that produces milk 

2 2 : a place where milk is kept and butter or cheese is made 
3 : a company that sells milk and foods made from milk 
(such as butter and cheese) 
dairy adj, always used before a noun 

1 : made from milk ■ dairy products/foods such as cheese 
and ice cream : relating to foods made from milk ■ You'll 
find yogurt in the dairy section of the grocery store. 

2 : of or relating to a type of farming that deals with the pro¬ 
duction of milk and foods made from milk ■ dairy farms/ 
farmers ■ dairy cows/cattle [=cows that are raised to produce 
milk] ■ the dairy industry 

dairying /'derijiij/ noun [noncount] : the business of man¬ 
aging a farm or company that produces or sells milk and 
foods made from milk 

dairy-maid /'deri,meid/ noun, pi -maids [count] old- 
fashioned : a woman who works in a dairy 
dairy-man /’deriman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] : a 
man who manages or works in a dairy 
da-is /’dejas/ noun, pi -is-es [count] : a raised platform in a 
large room or hall that people stand on when performing or 
speaking to an audience 

dai-sy /’deizi/ noun, pi -sies [count] : a type of white flower 
that has a yellow center 

be pushing up daisies informal + humorous : to be dead ■ 
We'll all be pushing up daisies by the time the government 
balances the budget. 

daisy chain noun, pi ~ chains [count] 

1 : a string of daisies that you make by tying the stems to¬ 
gether ■ She wore a daisy chain around her neck. 

2 : a group of things or people that are connected in a series 
■ a daisy chain of electronic devices • The children linked 
arms forming a daisy chain. 

dale /'deil/ noun, pi dales [count] old-fashioned : valley ■ 
the beautiful hills and dales of our county 
dal-li-ance /'dselijans/ noun,pi -anc-es [count] 

1 : an action that is not serious — often + with ■ After a brief 
dalliance with acting, she pursued a law career. 

2 literary : a romantic or sexual relationship that is brief and 
not serious ■ He had dalliances [=(more commonly) affairs. 


(less formally) flings] with several women before he met his 
wife. ■ sexual dalliances 

dal*ly Akeli/ verb dal-iies; dal-lied; dal-ly-ing [no obj] 
: to do something slowly or too slowly ■ Don’t dally [-daw¬ 
dle] on the way home. ■ Please don’t dally. We need you here 
right away. • The two of us dallied over our coffee that 
morning. — see also dillydally 

dally with [phrasal verb] 1 dally with (something) : to do or 
think about (something) in a way that is not serious ■ He’s 
been dallying [=toying] with the idea of running for office. 
2 dally with (someone) old-fashioned : to have a casual ro¬ 
mantic or sexual relationship with (someone) ■ a married 
man who has been dallying with another woman 
dal-ma-tian or Dal-ma-tian /dsl'meijan/no«n, pi -tians 
[count] : a type of dog that has short white fur with many 
black or brown spots 

1 dam /'dam/ noun, pi dams [count] : a structure that is built 
across a river or stream to stop water from flowing • The 
government has plans to build a dam and flood the valley. ■ 
There's a beaver dam [=a dam built by beavers] in the stream 
behind my house. — compare 3 dam 

2 dam verb dams; dammed; dam*ming [+ obj] : to build a 
dam across (a river or stream) ■ Beavers dammed the stream. 
— often + up ■ They created a reservoir by damming up the 
river. 

3 dam noun, pi dams [count] technical : the female parent of 
some animals (such as horses) ■ the foal’s dam — compare 
1 SIRE — compare ‘dam 

1 dam-age /'dsemicb/ noun, pi dam-ag-es 

1 [noncount] : physical harm that is done to something or to 
someone’s body ■ The items were carefully wrapped to pro¬ 
tect them from damage during shipping. ■ The city sustained 
heavy damage during the war. ■ water/sun/frost damage = 
damage caused by water/sun/frost ■ Fortunately the boat 
suffered no serious damage in the storm. ■ The fall caused/ 
did considerable/extensive/severe damage to her knee. ■ The 
disease is known to cause permanent/irreversible brain/liv¬ 
er/kidney damage. • Few people were hurt during the storm, 
but property damage was great. [=many houses, cars, etc., 
were damaged or ruined] — see also collateral damage 

2 [noncount] : emotional harm that is done to someone ■ 
Traumatic events can cause serious psychological damage. 
[=can make someone mentally or emotionally unhealthy] 

3 [noncount] : problems that are caused by a mistake, wrong 
action, etc. : bad or harmful effects on a situation, a person’s 
reputation, etc. ■ The scandal caused significant damage to 
her career. ■ You’ve said enough. Please leave before you do 
any more damage. ■ He tried to repair the damage by apolo¬ 
gizing, but it was too late. ■ He apologized, but the damage 
was already done. 

4 damages [plural] law : an amount of money that a court 
requires you to pay to someone you have treated unfairly or 
hurt in some way ■ The judge awarded her $5,000 in damag¬ 
es. [=the judge said that the people who hurt her must pay 
her $5,000] — sometimes used in the form damage before 
another noun ■ She won a $5,000 damage award. 

5 the damage informal : the amount of money that some¬ 
thing costs ■ “ What’s the damage ?” he asked the mechanic. 
damage control or Brit damage limitation : things that are 

done or said to prevent a bad situation from becoming 
worse or to limit the bad effect of something ■ The gover¬ 
nor keeps making outrageous statements, forcing his staff 
to spend most of their time doing damage control. 

2 damage verb damages; dam-aged; dam-ag-ing [+ obj] 
: to cause damage to (something): such as a : to physically 
harm (something) ■ Please return any items that are dam¬ 
aged during shipping. ■ Many homes were damaged or com¬ 
pletely destroyed in the fire. ■ The fall severely damaged her 
knee. ■ Smoking can seriously damage your lungs. ■ badly 
damaged property synonyms see injure b : to cause 
problems in or for (something) : to have a bad effect on (a 
situation, a person’s reputation, etc.) ■ The scandal signifi¬ 
cantly damaged her career. ■ This news will undoubtedly 
damage the governor’s reputation. ■ He was worried that his 
comments had seriously damaged their relationship. ■ He's 
trying to repair his damaged reputation. — see also dam¬ 
aged GOODS 

damaged goods noun [plural] 

1 : products that are broken, cracked, scratched, etc. 

2 informal : a person who is considered to be no longer de¬ 
sirable or valuable because of something that has happened 
: a person whose reputation is damaged This sense of 
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damaged goods is used with a singular verb. • She hasn’t been 
charged with a crime, but politically she’s damaged goods 
and will never get elected. 

damaging adf [more most ~] : causing or able to cause 
damage ■ the damaging effects of the sun on your skin ■ The 
storm may produce damaging winds. • The chemical is dam¬ 
aging to the lungs. [=it will make a person’s lungs less 
healthy] ■ He says he has damaging information about the 
candidate. ■ The evidence was very damaging to their case. 
dam*ask /'dsemask/ noun, pi -asks [count, noncount ] : a 
thick usually shiny cloth that has patterns woven into it 

— damask adf • damask curtains ■ The tablecloth is damask. 
dame /'deim/ noun, pi dames [count] 

1 US slang, old-fashioned : woman « She's one classy dame. ■ 
a dignified old dame 4- Dame is sometimes used to refer to a 
woman in an offensive or negative way. ■ He married some 
rich dame for her money. • "Who’s the dame?” he asked 
rudely. 

2 Brit : a woman who has been given a title as an honor for 
something she has done ■ She was made/created a dame the 
year before she died. — used as a title ■ Dame Myra Hess 

— see also grande dame 

danvmit /'dgemat/ informal + impolite — used in writing to 
represent the sound of the phrase damn it 
as near as dammit see 'near 

1 damn /'dsem/ interj, informal + impolite — used to show that 
you are angry, annoyed, surprised, etc. ■ Dmmn\ That really 
hurt! ■ Well, damn. Why didn’t you say you wouldn’t be able 
to come? ■ Damn\ I had no idea you were planning a party 
for me! 

2 damn verb damns; damned; damn-ing [+ obj\ 

1 informal + impolite a — used to show that you are angry 
or annoyed at a person, thing, or situation • Damn them! 
They’ve ruined everything! • Damn this rain. We haven’t had 
a nice day in weeks. ■ Damn it. I forgot my keys! ■ Damn it alt. 
b — used to say in a forceful way that you do not care about 
something ■ I’m going to do it, damn the consequences. = I’m 
going to do it, the consequences be damned. [=I’m going to 
do it despite the possible consequences] 

2 : to send (someone) to hell as punishment after death — 
usually used as (be) damned ■ He said that they would be 
damned (to hell) for all eternity. [=that God would force 
them to be in hell forever] — sometimes used figuratively 1 
She was damned [=(more commonly) doomed] by her own 
lack of foresight. 

3 : to say or think bad things about (someone or something) 
: to strongly criticize (someone or something) • He damned 
them for their stupidity. 

as near as damn it see 'near 

damn with faint praise : to give praise without enthusiasm 
in a way that shows you really dislike someone or some¬ 
thing 

I’ll be damned informal + impolite 1 — used to show that 
you are very surprised about something ■ Well HI be 
damned ! Our team actually won! — often + if m I spent an 
hour putting the machine together and I'll be damned if it 
didn't fall apart as soon as I tried to use it. [=1 was very sur¬ 
prised that it fell apart] — sometimes shortened to damned 
if • I told them they wouldn’t enjoy the trip but damned if 
they didn’t come anyway. 2 — used to say that you can¬ 
not or will not do something; + if • I'll be damned if I can re¬ 
member where I left my keys. [=1 cannot remember where 
I left my keys] m I 'll be damned if I’m going to eat any more 
of that disgusting food. [=1 will not eat any more of it] 
the damned : the people who have been sent to hell as pun¬ 
ishment after their death ■ the souls of the damned 
(you’re) damned if you do and damned if you don’t in¬ 
formal — used to say that you will be blamed or consid¬ 
ered wrong no matter what you do 

— damning adf [more most ~] ■ A damning piece of evi¬ 
dence showed that he had been at the crime scene. 

3 damn noun [singular] informal + impolite : anything at all — 
usually used in negative statements ■ This computer’s not 
worth a damn. [=it has no value; it is worthless] ■ His promis¬ 
es don’t mean a damn. [=don’t mean anything] —see also 
TINKER’S DAMN 

give a damn also care a damn : to care at all about some¬ 
one or something — used in negative statements • He 
doesn’t give a damn what people think about him. ■ No¬ 
body gives a damn about us. • I don’t want to hear about 
her problems. I just don’t give a damn. ■ They don’t seem to 
care a damn about their future. 


damn also damned adf, always used before a noun, informal 
+ impolite 

1 — used to show that you are angry, annoyed, surprised, 
etc. ■ Turn the damn TV off and listen to me! ■ The damned 
car won’t start again. • That’s none of your damn business. ■ 
The damn thing never worked right. 

2 — used to make a statement more forceful • If you believe 
that, you’re a damn)damned fool. ■ It’s a damn shame that 
she couldn’t afford to go to college. • She’s a damned liar! ■ 
There’s not a damn thing you can do about it. [=you cannot 
do anything about it] — see also damnedest 

5 damn also damned adv, informal + impolite : very or ex¬ 
tremely ■ That was a damn good movie. ■ You did a damned 
fine job on that project. ■ You’d better make damn sure that 
it doesn’t happen again. ■ “You seem angry.’’ “You’re damn 
right I am! That’s for damn sure!” ■ Some people just talk too 
damn much. [=talk far too much] ■ The idea’s pretty damn 
smart, if you ask me. ■ He damn near killed us! [=he almost 
killed us] • You know damn well what happened. ■ You damn 
well better finish the job. [=you must finish the job] ■ He does 
whatever he damn/damned well pleases. [=he does whatever 
he wants to do] — see also damnedest 
dam-na*ble /'dsemnabal/ adf [more most ~] old- 
fashioned ; deserving strong criticism : very bad, wrong, an¬ 
noying, etc. ■ damnable lies ■ damnable stupidity 

— dam-na-bly /'dsemnsbli/ adv • damnably difficult 
dam*na*tion /dsem'neijan/ noun [noncount] : the state of 

being in hell as punishment after death ■ The minister spoke 
about death and damnation. • living in eternal damnation 
1 damned a est /'daemdast/ adf, always used before a noun, 
chiefly US, informal + impolite : most unusual or surprising ■ 
It was the damnedest [=(more politely) darnedest] thing you 
ever saw. • He said the damnedest thing the other day. 
2 damnedest noun 

do your damnedest or try your damnedest chiefly US, in- 
formal + impolite : to try very hard to do something ■ He's 
doing his damnedest to win. ■ I’ll try my damnedest [-hard¬ 
est. best] to be there on time. 

Damocles 

sword of Damocles see sword 
’ damp /'daemp/ adf damp*er; -est [also more most ~] 
: somewhat or slightly wet ■ Wipe up the mess with a damp 
cloth. ■ Her forehead was damp with perspiration. ■ My hair's 
still damp from the rain. ■ a damp spring day ■ damp [=/«/- 
mid] weather synonyms see moist 
damp squib see squib 

— dampness noun [noncount] 

damp noun [noncount] : slight wetness in the air* The books 
from her basement still smelled of damp. [= dampness] ■ The 
boxes were left outside in the damp. • the damp of the night 
3 damp verb damps; damped; damp.ing (+ obj] 

1 ; to make (something) somewhat or slightly wet: dampen 
■ His hands were damped with sweat. 

2 ; to make (something) less strong or active ■ Nothing could 
damp [=(more commonly) dampen, depress] his spirits. 

damp*en /’daempan/ verb -ens; -ened; -en-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make (something) somewhat or slightly wet: to make 
(something) damp ■ Dampen the spot with a wet cloth. ■ The 
shower barely dampened the ground. 

2 : to make (something) less strong or active ■ We wouldn't 
let the bad weather dampen our excitement/enthusiasm/ 
spirits. * The experience dampened her interest [=made her 
less interested] in becoming a doctor. 

damp*en*er /'daempana'/ noun, pi -ers [count] : something 
that reduces the force or effect of something ■ a noise damp¬ 
ener 

put a dampener on Brit: to make (something) less strong, 
active, or exciting : to put a damper on (something) ■ His 
bad mood put a dampener on the celebration. 
damp*er /'daempa 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a flat piece of metal in a fireplace, furnace, etc., that con¬ 
trols the amount of air that can enter ■ Close the damper. 

2 : a small piece of wood inside a piano that is covered with 
cloth and that stops the movement of a piano string 

put a damper on : to make (something) less strong, active, 
or exciting ■ His bad mood put a damper on the celebra¬ 
tion. ■ The rain put a damper on our plans for a picnic. ■ He 
was putting a bit of a damper on her spirits. 
dam*sel /'daemzal/ noun, pi -sels [count] old-fashioned : a 
young woman who is not married The phrase damsel in 
distress is used often humorously in modern speech and 
writing to refer to a woman who needs to be rescued. ■ The 
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novel comes complete with a knight in shining armor and a 
damsel in distress. 

1 dance Ahens, Brit 'da:ns/ verb danc-es; danced; danc¬ 
ing 

1 a [no obj] : to move your body in a way that goes with the 
rhythm and style of music that is being played ■ He never 
learned how to dance. • She has always loved to dance. • I 
like the song but it’s really hard to dance to. • Would you like 
to dance with me? = (more formally) Shall we dance ? • We 
danced the night away. [=we danced the entire evening] b 
[+ obj\ : to move with and guide (someone) as music plays 
: to dance with (someone) ■ He danced her across the floor. 

2 [+ obj] : to perform (a particular type of dance) ■ dancing 
the waltz/polka/twist 

3 [no obj\ : to perform as a dancer ■ She dances with a fa¬ 
mous ballet company. • She’s a great actress, and she can 
dance and sing, too. 

4 [no obj] : to move quickly up and down, from side to side, 
etc. • We danced for joy when we heard the news. ■ He sat 
watching the leaves dancing in the breeze. ■ The boxer 
danced around his opponent. 

dance to someone's tune : to do what someone wants or 
forces you to do • The boss has got every one dancing to her 
tune. ■ The senators are dancing to the tune of the President. 

— danc-er noun, pi -ers [count] • I’m a terrible dancer. ■ bal¬ 
let dancers — dancing adj ■ We’re taking dancing lessons. ■ 
dancing shoes - dancing noun [noncount] • They went 
out for dinner and dancing. • She’s always loved dancing. • 
Would you like to go dancing tonight? — see also ball¬ 
room DANCING, BREAK DANCING, LAP DANCING 

2 dance noun, pi dances 

1 [count] : a series of movements that are done as music is 
playing : a way of dancing ■ a slow dance • They can do all 
the popular dances. • The only dance he knows how to do is 
the twist. — often used before another noun ■ a dance move 
■ dance classes ■ It’s the latest dance craze. —■. see also barn 

DANCE, BELLY DANCE, LINE DANCE, SQUARE DANCE, TAP 
DANCE, WAR DANCE 

2 [count] : an act of dancing ■ How about one more dance ? ■ 
He stopped right in the middle of the dance to tie his shoe. ■ 
Will you save a dance for me? [=will you dance with me dur¬ 
ing one song?] • He did a celebration dance in the end zone 
after scoring the touchdown. 

3 [noncount] : the art or activity of dancing * She studied 
dance in college. 

4 [count] : a social event at which people dance ■ The church 
held a dance to raise money. ■ Your father and I met at a 
dance. ■ high school dances 

5 [count] : a song or piece of music (such as a waltz) to 
which people dance ■ The band can play all sorts of dances. 

— see also song and dance 

lead someone a (merry) dance see *lead 
dance-able /'dsensabal, Brit 'dcrnsabal/ adj [more most 
~] : able to be used for dancing : having a rhythm and style 
that people can dance to ■ a danceable song 
dance card noun, pi ~ cards [count] old-fashioned : a card 
on which you write the names of people you are going to 
dance with at a social event — often used figuratively ■ Her 
dance card has been filling up quickly. [=she has been busy 
going to parties, on dates, etc.] 

dance floor noun, pi ~ floors [count] : an area where peo¬ 
ple can dance inside a restaurant, club, hall, etc. 
dance hall noun, pi ~ halls [count] : a large building or 
room in which people pay to go dancing • Their song is being 
played in dance halls across the country. 
dan*de*li*on /'dsendajajan/ noun, pi -ons [count] : a very 
common wild plant that has bright yellow flowers 
dan-der /'dsenda 1 / noun 

get someone's dander up informal: to cause someone to 
become angry • Her rudeness really got my dander up. 
dan-dle /‘diendal/ verb dan-dles; dan-died; dan-dling [+ 
obj] chiefly Brit : to move (a baby) up and down in your arms 
or on your knee as a way of playing ■ He was sitting in a cor¬ 
ner dandling [=bouncing] his baby daughter on his knee. 
dan*druff /‘dsendraf/ noun [noncount] : very small white 
pieces of dead skin that form especially on a person’s head ■ 
The shampoo is supposed to help control dandruff. 
1 dan-dy /’dsendi/ adj dan-dl-er; -est chiefly US, informal + 
somewhat old-fashioned : very good • This looks like a dandy 
[=fine, splendid] place to have lunch. ■ We thought something 
was wrong, but he said everything was just fine and dandy. 
2 dandy noun, pi -dies [count] 


1 old-fashioned : a man who cares too much about his cloth¬ 
ing and personal appearance 

2 chiefly US, informal : something that is very good or im¬ 
pressive : a very good example of something ■ Have you seen 
the new boat? It’s a dandy. [=(more commonly) beauty] ■ 
That was a dandy of a game. 

— dan-dy-ish /’dsendiji// adj, old-fashioned ■ He had a dan¬ 
dyish manner about him. 

Dane /'dein/ noun, pi Danes [count] : a person bom, raised, 
or living in Denmark — see also great Dane 

1 dang /’deer)/ interj, US, informal — used as a more polite 
form of damn ■ Dangl That hurt! ■ Dang\ She sure looked 
surprised, didn’t she? 

2 dang verb, US, informal — used as a more polite form of 
damn ■ Dang them! They’re late again! ■ Dang it. It’s raining! ■ 
I’ll be danged. You found it! 

3 dang also danged adj, US, informal — used as a more po¬ 
lite form of damn or damned ■ Those dang kids stepped on 
our flowers! ■ a dang/danged fool ■ The whole dang city 
knows now. ■ There’s not a dang thing you can do about it. 

— dang also danged adv ■ What’s so dang/danged funny, 
huh? • She’s too dang skinny. ■ You know dang well where 
the key is. [=1 am certain that you know where it is] 

dan-qer /'demefe^/ noun, pi -gers 

1 a [noncount] : the possibility that you will be hurt or killed 

■ I was unaware of the danger that lay ahead. ■ She was fear¬ 
less in the face of danger. • None of us had any real sense of 
danger. [=we did not think that we might be hurt or killed] ■ 
It was a journey fraught with danger. [=a very dangerous 
journey] ■ Patients need to be informed about the danger 
posed by the drug. [=about the ways the drug could possibly 
hurt them] • The sign on the door read “ Danger. Keep out.” ■ 
Their lives are in (grave/great/serious) danger. • We’re not 
out of danger yet. [=there is still a chance that we could be 
hurt or killed] b : the possibility that something unpleasant 
or bad will happen [noncount] There’s less danger that you’ll 
lose your money if you have a wide variety of investments. ■ 
We’re all in danger of losing our jobs. [=we may all lose our 
jobs] ■ These animals are in danger of becoming extinct. = 
They are in danger of extinction. • ( humorous ) Don’t worry 
about being ready for us by noon. There’s no danger [=no 
chance] that we’ll actually be there on time, [singular] 
There’s a danger that your apology will be taken as a sign of 
weakness. ■ The danger is that we’ll become careless as the 
process becomes more familiar. -$■ A danger zone is a place 
or situation in which you may be hurt or killed or in which 
something unpleasant or bad may happen. ■ The doctor 
warned that too much exertion could push my heart rate 
into the danger zone. • The houses are in a danger zone for 
wildfires. [=an area in which wildfires sometimes happen] 

2 [count] : a person or thing that is likely to cause injury, 
pain, harm, or loss • It’s important to teach your children 
about the dangers of smoking. ■ Here is a list of possible dan¬ 
gers associated with the procedure. ■ We believe it poses a se¬ 
rious danger to our national security. ■ He is a danger to him¬ 
self and others. I=he might hurt himself and other people] 

danger money noun [noncount] Brit: hazard pay 

dan»qer»OUS /'deincfcaras/ adj [more most ~] 
i7 involving possible injury, harm, or death : characterized 
by danger ■ Mining is dangerous [-hazardous] work. ■ They 
complained to their boss about the dangerous [-unsafe] 
working conditions. • She got into a car accident while driv¬ 
ing through a dangerous intersection. ■ He often drives at 
dangerous speeds. ■ The city can be a dangerous place to live. 

■ dangerous neighborhoods — often + to ■ Smoking is dan¬ 
gerous [-hazardous] to your health. 

2 : able or likely to cause injury, pain, harm, etc. ■ The 
storms may cause dangerous flooding. ■ He is wanted for as¬ 
sault with a dangerous weapon. ■ dangerous animals ■ the 
most dangerous of drugs ■ a dangerous enemy • The police 
say that the man is armed and dangerous, [-he has a gun and 
he might try to shoot someone] 

dangerous ground/territory : a situation in which you may 
do or say something that will have a bad result, make peo¬ 
ple angry, etc. ■ As the conversation turned to politics, I 
knew we were heading into dangerous territoty. ■ You know 
you’re treading on dangerous ground, don’t you? 

— dan-ger-ous-ly adv • She suddenly became dangerously 
ill. ■ dangerously high levels of pollution ■ They came dan¬ 
gerously close to being caught. ■ He has always enjoyed liv¬ 
ing dangerously. — dan-ger-ous-ness noun [noncount] 

danger pay noun [noncount] US : hazard pay 
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dan-gle /'dseTigal /verb dan-gles; dan-gled; dan-gling 

1 : to hang down loosely especially in a way that makes it 
possible to swing freely [no obj] Let your arms dangle at 
your sides. ■ dangling earrings — often + from ■ Diamonds 
and pearls dangled from her ears. ■ Wires were dangling dan¬ 
gerously from the ceiling. ■ A cigarette dangled from his lips. 
[+ obj\ She sat on the edge of the pool, dangling her feet in 
the water. ■ He dangled a piece of string in front of the cat. 

2 [+ obj\ informal: to offer (something) in order to persuade 
someone to do something ■ The money she dangled in front 
of him wasn’t enough to convince him to sell. ■ They refused 
to accept the money that was dangled before their eyes, 
leave someone dangling also keep someone dangling 

informal : to force someone to be in an uncertain position 
or to wait for a decision * We were kept dangling for weeks 
while the bank reviewed our loan application. 

1 Dan-ish /'deinij/ adj : of or relating to Denmark, its people, 
or their language ■ the Danish countryside ■ Danish customs ■ 
She knows a few Danish phrases. 

2 Danish noun, pi Danish also Dan-ish*es 

1 [noncount] : the language of the Danes 

2 US : Danish pastry [noncount] We had cheese Danish 
for breakfast, [count] two raspberry Danish/Danishes 

Danish pastry noun, pi ~ -tries [count, noncount] : a 
sweet pastry that often has fruit, icing, etc., on top — see 
picture at baking 

dank /'dzerjk/ adj dank-er; -est : wet and cold in a way that 
is unpleasant ■ a dark dank cave synonyms see moist 
dap-per /'dzep &/ adj [more most ~] somewhat old- 
fashioned 

1 : having a neat appearance : dressed in attractive clothes ■ 
The students all looked very dapper in their uniforms. ■ a 
dapper old gentleman 

2 of clothing : attractive and of high quality ■ a dapper 
[—smart] suit 

dap*pled /'dzepald/ also dap-ple /'dzepal/ adj [more 
most —] : marked with many spots of color or light ■ a dap¬ 
pled gray horse ■ dappled shade 
1 dare /'dea*/ verb dares; dared; dardng 

1 [no obj] : to have enough courage or confidence to do 
something : to not be too afraid to do something • Try it if 
you dare. ■ We wanted to laugh but didn’t dare. — often fol¬ 
lowed by to + verb ■ We didn’t dare to stop. ■ No one dared to 
say anything. ■ It was more than I had dared to hope for. ■ She 
won their respect by daring to ask questions. — often fol¬ 
lowed by an infinitive verb without to • We didn’t dare stop. = 
We dared not stop. • No one dared say anything. ■ It was 
more than I had dared hope for. ■ I need to know, but I don’t 
dare ask. ■ I wouldn’t dare do it alone. = (format) I dare not 
do it alone. ■ Do we dare ask why? = Dare we ask why? 

2 [+ obj] : to do (something that is difficult or that people are 
usually afraid to do) ■ The actress dared a new interpretation 
of the classic role. 

3 [+ obj] : to tell (someone) to do something especially as a 
way of showing courage ■ She dared him to dive off the 
bridge. ■ She dared me to ask him out on a date. I did, and he 
said yes. 

don’t you dare — used in speech to forcefully tell someone 
not to do something ■ Don’t you dare do that again, or 
you’ll be sorry! ■ "I’m going to tell mom that you got an ‘F’ 
on your test.” "Don't you dareV ’ 
how dare you — used in speech to show that you are angry 
about what someone has done or said ■ How dare you 
touch me! • How dare he speak to you like that! 

/ dare say or chiefly Brit I daresay somewhat formal + old- 
fashioned — used when you are stating your opinion 
about something ■ 7 dare say he’s right. ■ This is, / dare say, 
one of the most beautiful places in the world. 
dare noun, pi dares [count] : the act of telling someone to do 
something as a way of showing courage — usually singular ■ 
He dared her to go, but she refused to take/accept the dare. • 
(US) He jumped from the bridge on a dare. = (Brit) He 
jumped from the bridge for a dare. [=someone dared him to 
jump from the bridge] 

dare-dev-il /‘dea^dcvj/ noun, pi -ils [count] : a person who 
does dangerous things especially in order to get attention ■ 
He has always been a bit of a daredevil. 

— daredevil adj. always used before a noun • a daredevil 
driver/pilot 

daren’t /'derant/ chiefly Brit — used as a contraction of dare 
not or dared not • I daren’t tell her what really happened. 
dare*say Ade^sei/ verb 


I daresay see ‘dare 
1 daring adj [more most ~] 

1 : willing to do dangerous or difficult things • a daring re¬ 
porter who has covered several wars ■ She’s a daring innova¬ 
tor in the field of biotechnology. 

2 : showing a lack of fear ■ Emergency crews quickly 
planned a daring [=bold] rescue to get the people out of the 
burning building. ■ a daring plan to steal the famous painting 
■ She decided to wear a daring dress to the party. ■ ideas that 
are new and daring • the artist’s daring use of color 

— dar*ing*ly /'derigli/ adv • a daringly original idea 
2 daring noun [noncount] : the quality of being willing to do 

dangerous or difficult things : courage or fearlessness ■ Sky¬ 
diving requires both skill and daring. ■ He performs the trick 
with the daring of a stuntman. 

1 dark /'da»k/ adj dark*er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : having very little or no light ■ She sat in the dark room 
alone. • It gets dark early in winter. [=the sun sets early; night 
comes sooner] ■ It’s getting darker outside. ■ Soon it will be 
dark enough to see the stars. • It was a dark and stormy 
night. ■ Suddenly the room went dark. [=suddenly there was 
no light in the room] — opposite light 

2 : not light in color : of a color that is closer to black than 
white ■ Dark clouds of smoke were coming from the win¬ 
dows. • She’s wearing a dark suit to the interview. ■ a man 
wearing dark clothing ■ You’ve got dark circles under your 
eyes this morning. ■ dark spots/lines on the skin 

3 of a color : having more black than white : not light ■ dark 
blue ■ a dark green shirt — opposite light 

4 of a person's hair, eyes, skin, etc. : black or brown in color ■ 
a person with a dark complexion = a ^ar/c-skinned person ■ 
He is tall, dark, and handsome. [=he is a tall, handsome man 
with dark hair and eyes] — opposite fair 

5 : less light in color than other things of the same kind ■ 
dark rum • dark roasted coffee beans — see also dark 
CHOCOLATE, DARK MEAT 

6 : lacking hope or happiness ■ She had a rather dark 
[-gloomy, dismal ] view of the future. ■ I met her during a 
very dark time in my life. ■ These are dark days for many 
companies. 

7 : bad or evil ■ The movie follows three heroes who fight the 
dark forces/powers that threaten the world. ■ his darker side 
= the darker side of his personality ‘He told no one his deep, 
dark secret. • Drowning is his darkest [=worst\ fear. 

8 : dealing with unpleasant subjects such as crime, war, un¬ 
happy relationships, etc. ■ a dark [-black] comedy about 
drug abuse • dark humor • It’s a good movie, but it’s really 
dark. 

9 : full of mystery ■ the government’s dark secrets — see also 

DARK HORSE 

10 of a place : not known or explored because it is far from 
where most people live ■ the darkest regions of the continent 

11 of a voice : low and full in sound ■ his deep, dark voice 
cast a dark cloud see ‘cloud 

darkest hour see hour 

— dark-ish /Maa-kiJ/ adj [more most ~] ■ Her hair was a 
darkish red color. 

2 dark noun, pi darks 

1 the dark a : a state in which no light can be seen ■ She 
stumbled around in the dark [-darkness] until she finally 
found the light switch. ■ He’s 12 years old and still afraid of 
the dark, b : a place where little or no light can be seen ■ 
The burglars hid in the dark between the two buildings. ■ He 
bought the kids special rings that glow in the dark. 

2 [noncount] : the time of day when night begins : the time 
when the sky becomes dark for the night ■ We’d better get 
home before dark. ■ They waited until after dark to begin 
their escape. 

3 darks [plural] a : dark colors : colors that are more black 
than white ■ He uses lots of darks in his decorating, b : dark 
clothes : clothes that are black, dark brown, etc. • Wash the 
lights and the darks separately. 

in the dark 1 : in a state in which something is hidden or 
kept secret • Most of their deals were made in the dark. 2 
: in a state of not knowing about something ■ The public 
was kept in the dark about the agreement. • They kept us all 
in the dark. — see also leap in the dark at 2 leap, shot in the 
dark at ‘shot, whistle in the dark at 2 whistle 
Dark Ages noun 

1 the Dark Ages : the period of European history from 
about A.D. 500 to 1000 : the first 500 years of the Middle 
Ages 
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2 the Dark Ages or the dark ages often humorous : the pe¬ 
riod of time before things developed into theirmodem form 

■ In the dark ages before computers, we often wrote our let¬ 
ters by hand. ■ Her father’s ideas about women are from the 
Dark Ages. 

dark chocolate noun, pi ~ -lates [count, noncount] US : a 
kind of chocolate that is a very dark brown color and that is 
made without milk — called also (Brit)plain chocolate', com¬ 
pare MILK CHOCOLATE, WHITE CHOCOLATE 
dark*en /‘dciaton/ verb -ens; -ened; -ending 

1 : to make (something) dark or to become dark or darker 
in color [+ obf] Clouds darkened the sky. ■ The hours I spent 
in the sun darkened [=tanned\ my skin, [no obj\ The sky 
darkened and it started to rain. ■ Her face darkens to a deep 
red when she gets angry. • The wood will darken as it ages. 

2 : to make (something) less happy or to become less happy 
[+ obj\ The bad news darkened his mood. ■ The last days of 
her life were darkened by illness, [no obj\ His mood dark¬ 
ened after he heard the bad news. 

darken someone’s door/doors : to go to or appear at a 
place where you are not welcome anymore • She told him 
to leave and to never darken her door again. [=to never go 
to her house/apartment again] 

— darkened adj ■ He was sitting in a darkened [=dark\ cor¬ 
ner of the room. ■ a car with darkened [=dark\ windows 
dark glasses noun [plural ]: sunglasses 
dark horse noun, pi ~ -es [count] 

1 : a person (such as a politician), animal, or thing that com¬ 
petes in a race or other contest and is not expected to win ■ 
The Democrat from Utah has gone from being a dark horse 
to the front-runner in the campaign for President. ■ The 
movie is a dark horse for the award. 

2 Brit : a person who has interesting qualities or abilities that 
most people do not know about ■ He is a dark horse , but I did 
find out that he once played football professionally. 

dark*ly /"doakli/ adv [more most ~] 

1 : in dark colors ■ They were both darkly dressed in busi¬ 
ness suits. [=they were wearing dark suits] ■ darkly colored 
clothing/fobric 

2 : having black or brown eyes, hair, or skin ■ a darkly hand¬ 
some man 

3 : in a way that shows a lack of hope or happiness ■ He 
spoke darkly of the coming war. ■ “We’re heading for trou¬ 
ble." she warned darkly. 

4 : in a way that is threatening ■ She hinted darkly that they 
might regret not helping her. 

5 : in a way that relates to unpleasant subjects (such as 
crime, war, unhappy relationships, etc.) ■ His movie is a 
darkly comic portrayal of a troubled family. ■ a darkly hu¬ 
morous/amusing story 

6 : without being able to see clearly • “For now we see 
through a glass, darkly ...” —1 Corinthians 13:12 (KJV) 

dark meat noun [noncount] : the meat that comes from the 
legs and thighs of chickens, turkeys, ducks, etc. ■ Would you 
like white meat or dark meat ? — compare white meat 
dark*neSS /'daa'knas/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a state in which little or no light can be seen : a dark state 
or condition ■ We tried to find our way through the darkness. 
[=dark] • the darkness of the movie theater ■ He escaped un¬ 
der cover of darkness. [=while it was dark outside: at night] ■ 
in the early morning darkness = in the darkness of early 
morning ■ We watched the mountains fade into the darkness. 

■ 12 hours of darkness ■ Although the picture was taken in 
near darkness, you can still see her white dress. ■ absolute/ 
complete/total darkness — opposite light 

2 : the state of having a color or shade that is closer to black 
than white ■ The darkness of the clouds warned us that rain 
was coming. • the rich darkness of his skin 

3 : a state in which information is hidden from most people ■ 
The family's secret remained hidden/shrouded in darkness 
[=secrecy] and mystery. 

4 literary a : evil or wickedness ■ They set off to fight the 
forces/powers of darkness, b : a lack of knowledge, under¬ 
standing, or education : a state in which little is known or 
understood • people living in darkness [-ignorance] and sin 

dark*room /'da»k,ru:m/ noun, pi -rooms [count] : a room 
that is used for making photographs and that is lit with a spe¬ 
cial kind of red light 

1 darkling fdaa-hi)/ noun,pi -lings [count] 

1 a : a person you love very much ■ She was mother’s little 
darling. — often used to address someone you love ■ How 
was your day. darling' ? [^sweetheart. dear] ■ Darling, what's 


the matter? b : a kind and helpful person ■ Be a darling 
[-dear, sweetie] and carry this inside for me. 

2 : someone who is liked very much by a person or group ■ a 
media darling — often + of' They are the newest darlings of 
the pop rock world. ■ an actress who is the darling of critics 
2 darling adi [more most ~] 

1 always used before a noun : greatly loved ■ This is my dar¬ 
ling daughter, Sara. 

2 informal : very pleasing or attractive • What a darling 
[=cute, adorable] dress! ■ He told the children a darling 
[=charming] story after dinner. ■ That dress is just darling. 

’darn /'du»n/ verb darns; darned; darn-lng [+ obj\ : to fix 
(a piece of clothing, a hole, etc.) by sewing ■ Would you darn 
these socks, please? ■ She is darning a tear in the dress. 

— compare 4 darn 

2 darn noun, pi darns [count] : a hole or tear that has been 
fixed by sewing ■ The old sweater is full of darns. — compare 
5 darn 

3 darn interj, US, informal — used as a more polite form of 
damn • Dam\ That hurt! ■ Dam\ We missed meeting them. 
4 darn verb, chiefly US, informal — used as a more polite form 
of damn • Dam him! Why won’t he call? ■ Darn this car. It 
never starts right anymore. ■ Darn if. I forgot to call them! ■ 
Darn it alt. ■ Be quiet, gosh darn if. I can’t hear myself think! 

■ Well I’ll be darned. You actually showed up! [=1 am very 
surprised that you showed up] ■ I’ll be darned if the train 
didn’t leave until an hour later. ■ I offered to help, but darned 
if she didn’t do the whole thing herself. [=1 was very sur¬ 
prised that she did the whole thing herself] — see also 
DARNEDEST — compare ‘darn 

5 darn noun, chiefly US, informal — used as a more polite form 
of damn • His opinion isn’t worth a darn. [=it has no value: it 
is worthless] ■ 1 don't give a darn [=1 do not care at all] what 
people say about me. • Nobody cares a darn [=cares at all] 
about them. — compare 2 darn 
6 darn or darned adj, chiefly US, informal — used as a more 
polite form of damn ■ Shut your dam mouth and pay atten¬ 
tion! ■ This gosh darn computer isn’t working right. ■ I didn't 
learn a darn thing in class today. ■ This darned window won't 
open! ■ It’s a dam shame that they couldn’t stay longer. [=it is 
a complete shame: it is very unfortunate] ■ If he believes that, 
he’s a darn fool! [=he is very foolish to believe that] ■ There's 
not a dam thing anyone can say to make her do it. ■ That was 
the best dam pie I ever ate. — see also darnedest 

— darn /'daaii/ or darned adv • That was a dam good meal. 
• I spent the summer learning how to play chess and got 
pretty darn good at it. ■ He’s too darned nice. ■ We darn 
near [=very nearly] didn't get there in time. ■ You darn well 
know what happened. [=you know exactly what happened] 
■ I’ll do whatever I dam well please. [=1 will do whatever I 
want to do] 

damed-est /'daa-ndast/ adj, chiefly US, informal — used as 
a more polite form of damnedest ■ It was the darnedest thing 
I ever saw. ■ Kids do and say the darnedest things. 

— darnedest noun [noncount] • He was doingStrying his 
darnedest to please everyone. 

1 dart /'daa*/ noun, pi darts 

1 [count] : a small object that has a sharp point at one end 
and that is thrown in the game of darts or used as a weapon ■ 
throwing darts 'He was hit with a poisoned dart. — often 
used figuratively ■ She frequently uses her editorials to hurl/ 
throw darts at the White House. [=to sharply criticize the 
White House] ■ He’d been sending darts of sarcasm in her di¬ 
rection all evening. 

2 darts [noncount] : a game in which darts are thrown at a 
board that is marked with circles ■ Her favorite game is darts. 

■ Let's play darts. — see also dartboard 

3 [singular] : a quick movement ■ a quick dart to the left ■ 
(chiefly Brit ) The cat made a dart for the door. 

4 [count] : a sudden, sharp pain ■ A dart of pain ran through 
his back. 

5 [count] : a small fold that is sewn into a piece of clothing ■ 
She sewed a couple of darts in the skirt to make it fit better. 

2 dart verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition darts; 
dart*ed; dartdng : to run or move quickly or suddenly in a 
particular direction or to a particular place [no obj] We saw 
a deer dart across the road. ■ I darted [-dashed] inside to get 
some ice. ■ Her eyes darted from the door to the window. 
[=she looked suddenly and briefly at the door and then at the 
window] [+ obj] The frog darted its tongue at a fly. 
dart a glance/look at : to look suddenly and briefly at 
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(something or someone) ■ She darted a suspicious glance at 
her sister. 

dart*board /'daa^bo&d/ noun, 
pi -boards [count] : a round 
board that is marked with cir¬ 
cles, lines, and numbers and 
that is used as a target in the 
game of darts 

Dar*win«ian /da^'wmijsn/ adj 

1 : of or relating to Charles Dar¬ 
win or to the ideas and theories 
of Charles Darwin ■ a Darwinian 
theory/principle • a Darwinian 
approach to evolution 

2 : of or relating to a situation 
in which only people, business¬ 
es, etc., with the strongest skills 
or abilities are successful ■ The competition among manu¬ 
facturers is very Darwinian . ■ the Darwinian world of profes¬ 
sional sports 

— Darwinian noun, pi -ians [count] ■ The scientist considers 
himself a. Darwinian. [=a person who agrees with the ideas 
of Charles Darwin] 

Dar*win*ism /'daaws^izsm/ noun [noncount] : the theory 
of Charles Darwin about how plant and animal species de¬ 
velop : EVOLUTION 

— Dar-win-ist /'daa-wsnist/ acjj - Darwinist noun, pi -ists 
[count] 

1 dash /'d£ejy verb dash-es; dashed; dash-ing 

1 [no obj] : to run or move quickly or suddenly ■ I’m sorry, 
but I must dash. I’m late. ■ She dashed down the hallway to 
the bathroom. ■ People were dashing inside to get out of the 
rain. • The dog dashed [=darted] across the busy street. — of¬ 
ten + off • She dashed off[- left suddenly and quickly] with¬ 
out finishing her breakfast. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition a [no obj]: to 
hit something in a violent and forceful way ■ The waves 
dashed smashed ] against the rocks, b [+ obj]: to break or 
destroy (something) by throwing or hitting it against some¬ 
thing ■ The waves dashed the boat against the rocks. ■ In her 
anger, she dashed [=smashed] the plate to pieces on the floor. 

3 [+ obj] : to destroy or ruin (something, such as a hope or an 
expectation) ■ Her hopes of winning a medal were dashed af¬ 
ter she broke her leg. ■ our dashed expectations/dreams 
dash it (all) Brit, informal + old-fashioned — used in speech 

to express anger, frustration, etc. ■ Dash it alll I’ve forgot¬ 
ten my keys! 

dash off [phrasal verb] dash off (something) or dash (some¬ 
thing) off : to write (something) in a very quick and hur¬ 
ried way ■ I have just enough time to dash off a letter. 
— see also 1 dash 1 (above) 

2 dash noun, pi dashes 

1 [count] : a punctuation mark — that is used especially to 
show a break in thought or in the structure of a sentence (as 
in “We don’t know where—or how—the problem began.”) 

2 [count] : a small amount of something that is added to 
something else — usually singular ■ Add some salt, but just a 
dash. — usually + of ■ The soup needs a dash of salt. ■ Add a 
couple dashes [=splashes] of wine or lemon juice. • Red roses 
can bring a dash [= touch ] of romance to your evening. ■ The 
essay has a dash of humor. 

3 [singular] : the act of running or moving quickly or sud¬ 
denly in a particular direction or to a particular place ■ We 
made a dash for the exit. ■ In his mad dash [-mad rush] to 
the store, he forgot his wallet. 

4 [count] : a short, fast race ■ She ran in the 50-meter dash. 

5 [ noncount ] old-jashioned : a way of behaving that is full of 
energy and spirit ■ She was a leader with dash and confi¬ 
dence. "He had daring and dash. 

6 [count] informal: dashboard ■ The map is on the dash. 

7 [count] : a long signal (such as a sound or a flash of light) 
that represents a letter or part of a letter in Morse code ■ The 
Morse code for the letter u is two dots and a dash. 

— compare "dot 3 

cut a dash Brit, informal + old-fashioned : to look attractive 
in the clothes you are wearing ■ He really cuts a dash in his 
new suit. 

dash-board /'dgej.bo&d/ noun, pi -boards [count] : the 
part of the inside of a car, truck, etc., that is below the wind¬ 
shield and that has the controls on it — called also (Brit) fas¬ 
cia ; see picture at car; compare instrument panel 


dashed /'dje/t/ adj : made up of a set of dashes (sense 1) ■ a 
dashed line 

dashing adj [more most ~] of a man or a man’s appear¬ 
ance : attractive and impressive in a way that shows confi¬ 
dence ■ She married a dashing young lawyer from the city. ■ a 
brave and dashing soldier ■ his dashing good looks ■ The ac¬ 
tor cuts a dashing figure as a young Jack Kennedy. 

— dash-ing-ly /'djejiqli/ adv ■ He is dashingly handsome, 
das-tard-ly /'dsesta'dli/ adj [more most ~] old-fashioned 

: very cruel: using tricks to hurt people ■ a dastardly villain ■ 
dastardly deeds ■ a dastardly attack on innocent civilians 
da*ta /'delta, 'dseta/ noun 

1 [ plural ]: facts or information used usually to calculate, an¬ 
alyze, or plan something ■ She spent hours reviewing the 
data from the experiment. • They made their decisions based 
on the survey data. ■ Much of the data is inconclusive. ■ The 
company has access to your personal data. 

usage Data is plural in form but is used with both plural 
and singular verbs. ■ Is this data accurate? ■ Are these data 
reliable? When used with plural verbs, data is thought of 
as the plural form of the noun datum. It is usually used 
with plural verbs only in formal or technical writing. ■ 
Many of these data are incorrect. 

2 [noncount] : information that is produced or stored by a 
computer • She works as a data entry clerk. ■ There was too 
much data for the computer to process. ■ He is an expert in 
data retrieval. [=finding information stored on a computer] 

da-ta-base /'delta,beis, 'd2et3,beis/ noun, pi -bas-es 
[count] : a collection of pieces of information that is orga¬ 
nized and used on a computer ■ All of our customers’ infor¬ 
mation was kept in/on a database. • an online database — 
called also data bank 

data processing noun [noncount] ; the process of putting 
information into a computer so that the computer can orga¬ 
nize it, change its form, etc. — often used before another 
noun ■ data-processing software 
1 dat§ /'deit/ noun, pi dates [count] 

1 a : a particular day of a month or year ■ The date of the 
party is March 1. ■ What’s today’s date! • They announced 
June 10th as their wedding date. [=they announced that they 
would get married on June 10th] • They have not yet set a 
date for the trial. [=they have not decided what day the trial 
will start on] ■ The decision will be made at a later/future 
date. [=at some time in the future] ■ your date of birth = your 
birth date [=the day you were born] — see also due date, 
out-of-date, up-to-date b i writing that shows when 
something was done or made • The date on the letter was the 
26th of April. ■ a coin with a date of 1902 

2 : an agreement to meet someone at a particular time or on 
a particular day ■ He set up a date [=(more commonly) ap¬ 
pointment] to meet with his professor. ■ “So we’ll meet for 
coffee next Tuesday?” “Yes. It’s a date." [=1 agree to meet 
you then] 

3 a : an occasion when two people who have or might have 
a romantic relationship do an activity together • We went 
(out) on a few dates last year. • She asked him (out) on a 
date. • They went to an Italian restaurant on their first date. • 
I’m going (out) on a date with him tomorrow night. = I have 
a date with him tomorrow night. — see also blind date, 
double date b chiefly US : a person you have a date with 
■ I have to pick up my date at seven o’clock. ■ Are you bring¬ 
ing a date to the dance? ■ He has a different date every night. 
[=he dates a different person every night] 

to date : up to now : until the present time ■ We’ve received 
no complaints to date. [=yet] • This is their greatest success 
to date. ■ To date , most of their work has been preparatory. 
up to date 1 — used to say that something or someone has 
or does not have the newest information ■ These textbooks 
are not up to date. — usually used with bring or keep » 
They needed to bring the first edition of the textbook up to 
date. • It’s hard to keep all our records up to date. ■ This 
memo should bring everyone up to date on the latest 
changes. [=give everyone the newest information about the 
most recent changes] ■ She reads the magazines to keep up 
to date on the latest fashions. [=to know what is fashion¬ 
able] 2 — used to say that something is or is not modern 
or new ■ The styles are not up to date. — usually used with 
bring or keep • The book brings the familiar fable up to date 
by setting it in the present day. — see also up-to-date 

— compare 3 date 

— date-less /'deitlas/ adj ■ a dateless letter/photo ■ another 
dateless Friday night 
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2 date verb dates; dat-ed; dat-ing 

1 chiefly US : to do an activity with someone you have might 
have a romantic relationship with : to go on a date or several 
dates with (someone) [+ obj] She dated a couple guys during 
college. ■ He only dates younger women, [no obj] They dated 
a couple of times. [=they went on a couple of dates] ■ They’ve 
been dating for six months. ■ I haven’t dated [=gone on a 
date] in 20 years. — see also double-date 

2 [+ obj] : to write the date on (something) • Don’t forget to 
sign and date the application. ■ The letter was not dated. ■ a 
memo dated July 12th, 2003 ■ a coin dated 1902 — see also 
ANTEDATE, BACKDATE, POSTDATE, PREDATE 

3 [+ obj]: to show or find out when (something) was made or 
produced • Historians date the document to the early 1700s. ■ 
The ancient building was dated by a coin found in one of the 
rooms. ■ Scientists use various techniques to date fossils. 

— see also carbon dating, radiocarbon dating 

4 [+ obj] : to show or prove that (someone or something) is 
old or from a long time ago : to make (someone or some¬ 
thing) seem old-fashioned or out-of-date ■ The decor really 
dates the house. • I’m dating myself in saying this, but I re¬ 
member when cell phones were rare. 

5 [no obj] : to begin to exist : to appear for the first time ■ 
This bowl dates from the sixth century. [=this bowl was 
made in the sixth century] ■ a custom that dates back [=goes 
back] 400 years [=a custom that began 400 years ago] ■ They 
found jewelry dating back to [=that was made in] the 1700s. ■ 
a set of rules dating as far back as the Middle Ages 

— dat-able also date-able /'deitabal/ adj “All the furniture 
is datable to the 1800s. 

3 date noun, pi dates [count] : a small, sweet, brown fruit 
from a kind of palm tree — compare 'date 
date-book /'deit,bok/ noun, pi -books [count] : a small 
book or calendar in which people write dates, appointments, 
etc., that they have planned or scheduled — called also {Brit) 
diary 

dated adj [more most - ] : coming from or belonging to a 
time in the past : old-fashioned or out-of-date ■ the restau¬ 
rant’s dated decor • The band’s music sounds dated now. ■ 
The information was quite dated and no longer useful, 
date line noun [singidar]: international date line 
date rape noun [noncount] : the crime of forcing someone 
you know to have sex with you especially while on a date ■ 
He was accused of date rape. 

— date rapist noun, pi ~ -ists [count] 

dating service noun, pi ~~ -vices [count] : a business that 
introduces people to each other so that they can decide if 
they want to date each other • online dating services — called 
also (Brit) dating agency 

da-tive /'deitiv/ noun [noncount] grammar : the form of a 
noun or pronoun when it is the indirect object of a verb ■ a 
noun in the dative 

— dative adj ■ words in the dative case ■ a dative ending 
da-tum /'deitam, 'dietam/ noun, pi da-ta /'delta, 'data/ or 

da-tums [count] formal + technical: a single piece of infor¬ 
mation ■ an important historical datum [-fact] usage see 

DATA 

1 daub /'da:b/ verb daubs; daubed; daub-ing 

1 [+ obj] a : to put something on something with quick, 
small motions : dab ■ He daubed some cologne on his neck. 
■ Daub the potatoes with a little butter, b : to write (some¬ 
thing) on a surface ■ Various political slogans had been 
daubed on the walls. 

2 : to lightly touch (something) usually with quick, small 
motions : dab [+ obj] He sighed deeply and daubed his eyes 
with a tissue, [no obj] — usually + at ■ She daubed at the 
wound with a wet cloth. 

2 daub noun, pi daubs [count] ; a small amount of something 
: dab ■ She added a few daubs of color to the painting. 
dauah-ter /'daita 1 / noun, pi -ters [count] : a female child ■ 
We have a daughter and two sons. • my 20-year-old daughter ■ 
an adopted daughter — see also goddaughter, grand¬ 
daughter, STEPDAUGHTER 

— daugh-ter-ly /'da:t3>li/ adj ■ daughterly love 
daugh-ter-in-law /'da.tarin.la:/ noun, pi -ters-in-law 

/-ta-zmja:/ [count] : the wife of your son — see also in-law 
daunt /'du:nt/ verb daunts; daunt-ed; daunt-ing [+ obj] 
somewhat formal : to make (someone) afraid or less confi¬ 
dent • The project doesn’t seem to daunt [= intimidate] them. 
[=they seem to be undaunted by the project] — often used as 
(be) daunted ■ She was not daunted by the difficult task. 
nothing daunted Brit, old-fashioned — used to say that 


someone is not afraid at all ■ It was a difficult situation, but 
nothing daunted, she refused to quit, 
daunting acjj [more ~r most ~] somewhat formal : tending 
to make people afraid or less confident: very difficult to do 
or deal with • a daunting [= intimidating, overwhelming] task ■ 
Few things are more daunting than having to speak in front 
of a large crowd. ■ Shakespeare’s plays can be daunting for a 
young reader. 

— daunt-ing-ly adv • The system is dauntingly complex, 

daunt-less /'dciintlas/ adj [more most ~].formal + literary 

: very brave ■ dauntless [= fearless ] heroes 

— daunt-less-ly adv - daunt-less-ness noun [noncount] 
daw-dle /'da:d)/ verb daw-dles; daw-died; daw-dling 

[no obj] : to move or act too slowly ■ Hurry up! There’s no 
time to dawdle. ■ Come home immediately after school, and 
don’t dawdle. ■ She dawdled [lingered] over her breakfast. 

— daw-dler noun, pi daw-dlers [count] 

1 dawn /'da:n/ noun, pi dawns 

1 : the time of day when sunlight first begins to appear 
[noncount] We arrived at/before/after dawn. [=sunrise, day¬ 
break] • We danced till dawn. • the dawn's clear light ■ as 
dawn breaks over the city ■ He woke up at the crack of dawn. 
[=very early in the morning] ■ She drove from dawn to/until 
dusk. [=from early morning until early evening] [count] 
Winter brings late dawns and early sunsets. — compare 
DUSK 

2 [count] : the beginning of something — usually singular; 
usually + of ■ People have fought with each other since the 
dawn o/history/time/civilization. ■ the dawn of a new era/age 
■ at the dawn of the 21st century 

2 dawn verb dawns; dawned; dawn-ing [no obj] 

1 : to begin to become light as the sun rises ■ They waited for 
the day to dawn. 

2 : to start or begin ■ A new age/era is dawning. 

3 : to begin to be understood ■ Suddenly, the truth dawns. 

— see also light dawns at 1 LIGHT 

dawn on [phrasal verb] dawn on (someone) : to begin to be 
understood or realized by (someone) for the first time • 
The solution finally dawned on him. I=he finally saw the 
solution] ■ It suddenly dawned on me that I hadn’t eaten all 
day. • It began to dawn on her that she was lost. 

— dawn-ing noun [noncount] ■ the dawning [=beginning] of a 
new day/age/era 

day /'dei/ noun, pi days 

1 [count] : a period of 24 hours beginning at midnight : one 
of the seven time periods that make up a week ■ We’re open 
seven days a week, 365 days a year. ■ Payment is due on the 
first day of every month. ■ “What day is (it) today?’’ “Tues¬ 
day.” ■ “What day [-date] is Friday?” “It’s the 28th.” ■ “What 
day of the week is the 28th?” “It’s a Friday." ■ He spent five 
days in the hospital. • She left on Thursday and came back 
four days later. ■ The baby is due (to be bom) in three days. ■ 
That was the happiest day of my life. ■ Parenthood gets bet¬ 
ter every day. • We’ll be finished in a day or two. = We’ll be 
finished in a couple of days. ■ It rained for a day and a half. 
[=it rained for about 36 hours] ■ The office is closed for the 
day. ■ I call him every (single) day. • Tomorrow is another 
day. [=there will be more opportunities to do things tomor¬ 
row] ■ a day of celebration/mouming [=a day for people to 
celebrate/moum] ■ Take one pill two times a day. [=each 
day] ■ She works eight hours a day. ■ It costs 10 dollars a day 
to park there. ■ The party is the day after tomorrow. = The 
party is in two days. ■ It happened the day before yesterday. 
= It happened two days ago. ■ Sometimes they didn’t speak to 
each other for days on end. [=several days] - From that day 
forth/forward [=(less formally) from then on], I was deter¬ 
mined to do better. If you do not look a day over a partic¬ 
ular age, you appear to be that age. ■ “Today’s my 50th birth¬ 
day.” “Really? I’m surprised. You don’t look a day over 40.” 
[=you don’t look any older than 40 years old) If you say 
that someone is a particular age if he/she is a day, you mean 
that the person is that age or older. ■ The man she’s dating is 
60 if he’s a day. [=he is at least sixty years old] 

2 : the time of light between one night and the next : the 
part of the day when light from the sun can be seen [count] 
What a beautiful summer day'. ■ a cold/wet/rainy day ■ The 
shortest day of the year is usually December 22, and June 22 
is usually the longest, [noncount] He sleeps during the day 
[=daytime] and works at night. ■ You can call me any time, 
day or night. • These animals are mostly active during the 
day. ■ I work during the day. [=1 work days] • She’s a student 
by day [=during the day] and a waitress by night. ■ I woke at 
(the) break of day. [=(more commonly) dawn, daybreak, sun- 
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rise ] ■ day workers [=people who work during the day] 
— opposite NIGHT 

3 : the part of the day when people are usually most active 
and when most businesses are open [singular] I like to start 
my day with a cup of coffee. [=1 like to drink a cup of coffee 
as soon as I wake up] • We decided to rent a car for the day. ■ 
How was your day ? ■ By the end of the day , we were all ex¬ 
hausted. ■ Our neighbors play their loud music at all hours of 
the day. (^throughout the day] ■ Let’s go to bed. We have an 
early day[= we will get out of bed early] tomorrow. ■ I needed 
to relax after a long day at work/school. [=after working/be¬ 
ing at school for a long time] ■ “Thank you, ma’am. Have a 
nice day!” [ noncount] I’ll be gone all day • It rained all day 
long. -> People sometimes say that they can’t wait all day or 
don’t have all day when they are in a hurry and need some¬ 
one to move or act more quickly. These phrases are usually 
used in a rude way. • Hurry up! I can’t wait all day\ = I don't 
have all day. = I haven ’/ got all day. 

4 [count] : the hours during a day when a person works or 
goes to school or when a company does business ■ I put in 
four twelve-hour days [^workdays] this week. ■ She makes 
about 50 dollars a/per day. ■ He was late for his first day on 
the job. ■ They collected a full day's pay for half a day’s 
work. ■ We had a busy couple of days at the store. ■ We have 
a short day tomorrow. [=we have to work fewer hours to¬ 
morrow than usual] ■ The school committee is pushing for a 
longer school day. ■ Tomorrow’s our last day of school (for 
the school year). ■ Please allow 14 business days [=days 
when most businesses are open; weekdays that are not holi¬ 
days] for delivery. If something is all in a day’s work for 
someone, it is part of a person’s typical work. ■ Solving vio¬ 
lent crimes is all in a day’s work for these police detectives. 

To take a/the day off is to decide not to work on a particular 
day. ■ He took the day off to go fishing. 

5 [count] : the day on which something specified happens or 
is expected to happen ■ It rained on their wedding day. • the 
day of his birth ■ This Sunday is family day[= a day for fami¬ 
lies especially with young children] at the amusement park. ■ 
If you’ve been waiting for the perfect skiing conditions, to¬ 
day's the day. [=the conditions are perfect today] ■ So, 
when’s the big day? When are you getting married? ■ Did 
you ever think you’d see the day when he would apologize? 
[=did you believe he would ever apologize?] ■ I never thought 
I would live to see the day when you would graduate from 
college. [=1 did not think I would live long enough to see you 
graduate] • Let her have her day in court [=let her defend 
herself in a court of law] before you pass judgment on her. ■ 
This is your lucky day. (=a day when something good hap¬ 
pens to you] <>• If a day is your day, something good will hap¬ 
pen to you on that day. ■ You never know. Maybe today will 
be my day. [=maybe I will succeed, win, etc., today] ■ I’m sor¬ 
ry you lost. I guess it just wasn't your day. <>• People some¬ 
times use the phrase that’ll be the day to say that they think 
something will not happen. ■ “Do you think he’ll ever admit 
he made a mistake?” “ That'll be the day\" 

6 [count] : a particular period of time ■ She was the most tal¬ 
ented actress of her day. [=during the time when she lived 
and worked as an actress] ■ In my day (=when I was young], 
boys asked girls out on dates, not the other way around. ■ 
Life was simpler in my grandmother’s day, but it wasn’t easi¬ 
er. ■ We sell books dating from 1875 to the present day. [=/o- 
day] — often plural ■ He often spoke about his days as a sol¬ 
dier. ■ I was quite an athlete in my younger day's. [=when I 
was young] ■ The practice dates back to the days of ancient 
Rome. ■ the olden days ■ my college days [=when I was in col¬ 
lege] ■ the days of stagecoaches (=when stagecoaches were 
used] ■ In those days many factory workers were children. 
The saying those were the days is sometimes used to say that 
a period of time in the past was pleasant and often better 
than the present time. ■ When I was a kid, we spent our sum¬ 
mers at the beach. Those were the daysl ■ In the 1960s, every¬ 
thing seemed possible. Those were the good old days 

(all) the livelong day see livelong 
any day now : within the next few days : soon ■ We re ex¬ 
pecting a phone call from him any day now. [=in the near 
future) ■ Any day now, the decision could be made. 
at the end of the day see 'end 
call it a day see 'call 

carry/win the day : to win or be successful • The “no” vote 
carried the day. [= prevailed] ■ We believe that truth and jus¬ 
tice will cany/win the day. 

day after day : for several days without stopping or chang¬ 
ing ■ She wore the same pants day after day. • Day after day. 


we hear the same complaints from our customers. 
day and night or night and day 1 : all the time : without 
stopping ■ We’ve been working on it day and night. = We’ve 
been working on it night and day. 2 : complete or total ■ 
The difference between them is day and night. = The dif¬ 
ference between them is night and day. (=they are com¬ 
pletely different] 

day by day : in small amounts every day ■ Day by day, the 
situation is becoming more complex. ■ She felt herself 
growing stronger day by day. [=every day] <>• If you take it/ 
things day by day, you make progress in a slow and careful 
way by dealing with each day as it comes. • He hopes to 
make a full recovery after his surgery, but right now he’s 
just taking it day by day. [-taking it one day at a time, taking 
each day as it comes] • I don’t know if our relationship is 
going to work out. I’m taking things day by day at this 
point. 

day in, day out or day in and day out : every day for many 
days : for a long time without stopping or changing - She 
does the same thing at her job day in, day out. • It can be 
difficult to spend all of your time with one person day in 
and day out. 

days are numbered see 2 number 
early days (yet) see 2 early 
every dog has its day see 'dog 
for a rainy day see rainy 

from day to day : eveiv day ■ His opinions seem to change 
from day to day. [=from one day to the next] — sec also 

DAY-TO-DAY 

from one day to the next : every day ■ She changes her 
mind from one day to the next. [=from day to day] : as one 
day becomes another day ■ You never know from one day 
to the next what’s going to happen to you. 
give (someone) the time of day chiefly US, informal : to 
pay attention to someone — usually used in negative state¬ 
ments ■ No one would give us the time of day. • I needed 
their help, but they wouldn’t give me the time of day. 
glory days see 'glory 
have seen/known better days see ' better 
in all your bom days see born 
in the cold light of day see 'cold 

in this day and age : at the present time in history ■ Com¬ 
puters are essential to getting work done in this day and 
age. [-nowadays] ■ It’s unbelievable that in this day and age 
people are still dying from hunger. 
it is not every day — used to say that something happens 
very rarely ■ It's not every day that I get to meet the Presi¬ 
dent. ■ Go ahead and spend the extra money. It's not every 
day that you get married. 
late in the day see 'late 

make someone’s day : to cause someone’s day to be pleas¬ 
ant or happy • Thanks for the compliment. You’ve really 
made my dayl • It made my day to see his smiling face. 
of the day 1 : served in a restaurant as a special item on a 
particular day ■ What’s the fish/vegetable of the day ? ■ Our 
soup of the day [=du jour] is vegetable beef. 2 : of a partic¬ 
ular period of time ■ What were some of the popular mov¬ 
ies of the dayl [=that were popular during that time] ■ the 
important issues of the day 

one day 1 : at some time in the future ■ One day, it’ll hap¬ 
pen. You’ll see. ■ People may one day [=someday] be able to 
take vacations to the moon. 2 : on a day in the past ■ I 
went to her house one day and had lunch with her. ■ One 
day, we had a terrible argument. 
on the day Brit : on the day that an event happens ■ I know 
we seem a bit disorganized now, but we’ll be all right on the 
day. ■ Whether we win or not depends on which players are 
healthy on the day. 
save the day see 'save 
see the light of day see 'light 

some day : at some time in the future : someday ■ Some 
day I may be rich enough to own two houses. • I’d like to 
return there some day. 

take each day as it comes or take one day at a time or 
take it/things one day at a time : to deal with each day’s 
problems as they come instead of worrying about the fu¬ 
ture ■ There’s no way to know what the future will bring, 
so just take each day as it comes and hope for the best. ■ 
Take one day at a time and don’t expect things to change 
overnight. ■ It’s important to take things one day at a time 
so you don’t feel too overwhelmed. 
the other day see 'other 

these days : at the present time ■ It seems that everyone has 
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a cell phone these days. [ -nowadays ] • What kind of music 
are you listening to these days ? • These days , she has a very 
busy social life. The phrase one of these days means at 
some time in the future. ■ One of these days, [=one day] I’m 
going to buy myself a boat. 

those days : a period of time in the past ■ Remember when 
we were kids and life was easy? Well, those days are gone. ■ 
In those days, women weren’t allowed to own property. ■ 
No one knew in those days what caused the disease. *$• If it 
is (Just) one of those days, it is a day in which many bad or 
unpleasant things happen. ■ It’s just one of those days when 
everything seems to go wrong. ■ I missed the bus and 
sprained my ankle; it was one of those days when nothing 
was going right. 

to the day : to exactly a specified number of years ■ It’s been 
100 years to the day since their great discovery. ■ Soon after 
their wedding, almost a year to the day, they got divorced. 
to this day : up to now : continuing until today • To this 
day, I still don't know what happened. ■ The belief persists 
to this day. 

day-bed /'dei,bed/ noun, pi -beds [count] : a bed that is 
made to be used also as a seat or couch 
day-break /*dei,breik/ noun [noncount] : the time of day 
when sunlight first begins to appear ■ She left at daybreak 
[-dawn, the break of day] 

day care noun [noncount] : a place, program, or organiza¬ 
tion that takes care of children or sick adults during the day 
usually while their family members are at work ■ She left 
work early to pick up her son from day care. — often used 
before another noun ■ He works for/at a day care center. 

1 day-dream /'de^dri.m/ noun, pi -dreams [count] : pleas¬ 
ant thoughts about your life or future that you have while 
you are awake ■ I drifted off in a daydream during the class. 
2 daydream verb -dreams; -dreamed; -dream-ing [no 
obj] : to think pleasant thoughts about your life or future 
while you are awake ■ Instead of studying, he spent the after¬ 
noon daydreaming about his vacation. 

- day-dream-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

Day—Glo /'dei,glou/ trademark — used for materials or col¬ 
ors that are very bright 

day laborer noun, pi ~ -ers [count] ; a person who is hired 
for a day or more to do work that usually does not require 
special skills ■ They hire day laborers to pick the apples, 
day-light /*dei,lait/ noun, pi -lights 

1 [noncount] : the light of the sun and sky during the day 
: the natural light of day ■ Open up the curtains and let some 
daylight into the room. ■ As daylight fades into darkness, ev¬ 
eryone returns to their homes. ■ For pictures taken in day¬ 
light, use a different film. ■ We could see daylight through the 
cracks in the wall. ■ They stole my car in broad daylight. 
[=during the day; without darkness to hide them] ■ Some of 
the stuff in that closet hasn’t seen daylight [=seen the light of 
day] since the 1970s. 

2 [noncount] a : the time of day when the sky is light ■ It’s 
almost daylight. [=daytime] ■ during the hours of daylight = 
during daylight hours b : the time of day when sunlight 
first begins to appear ■ I arrived before daylight, [-dawn, day¬ 
break ] • The accident happened just after daylight. 

3 [noncount] informal : distance or difference between peo¬ 
ple or things ■ They said there was no daylight between the 
two governments’ positions. ■ The team has won five straight 
games to put some daylight between themselves and their 
nearest rivals. [=to gain a larger lead over their nearest rivals] 

4 daylights [plural] informal *$■ To scare/frighten the (living) 
daylights out of someone is to frighten someone very much. ■ 
You scared the daylights out o/me! ^ To beat/klck/knock the 
(living) daylights out of someone is to hit or kick someone 
very badly. ■ They beat the daylights out of that guy. 

daylight saving time noun [noncount] US : a period of 
the year between spring and fall when clocks in the U.S. are 
set one hour ahead of standard time — called also daylight 
savings time ; compare British summer time 
day-lily Aieiilili/ noun, pi -lilies [count] : a kind of plant 
that has long thin leaves and usually yellow or orange flow¬ 
ers that bloom for a short time 

day-long /'dei,la:ij/ adj : lasting an entire day ■ a daylong 
tour of the city 

day one or Day One noun [singular] ; the first day or very 
beginning of something ■ We’ve known this about the project 
since/from Day One. ■ The new governor will start imple¬ 
menting these changes on day one. [=the first day of the gov¬ 
ernor’s term] 


day-pack /'dei,p£ek/ noun, pi -packs [count] : a bag for 
carrying things that has two shoulder straps and is carried on 
the back : a usually small backpack — see picture at CAMP¬ 
ING 

day-room /'dei,ru;m/ noun, pi -rooms [count] : a room in 
a hospital, prison, etc., where people can watch television, 
talk, etc. 

days /'deiz/ adv, chiefly US : during the day : in the daytime 
■ She works days and goes to school nights. — compare 
NIGHTS 

day-time /*dei,taim/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the time of day when the sky is light ■ These animals are 
active during the daytime. • daytime [= daylight ] hours 

2 : television that is shown during the day • It’s the best new 
show on daytime. — usually used before another noun ■ day¬ 
time talk shows ■ daytime TV 

day—tO—day /'delta,dei/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : done or happening every day ■ She is in charge of the 
company’s day-to-day operations. ■ day-to-day activities - 
Little is known about his day-to-day [= everyday ] life. ■ our 
day-to-day problems/concems/worries ■ people who use 
computers on a day-to-day basis [=every day] 

2 : preparing for one day at a time without thinking about 
the future ■ He had been living a day-to-day existence. 

day trader noun, pi ~~ -ers [count] ; a person who tries to 
earn money by buying stocks and then selling them very 
quickly after they increase slightly in value 

— day trading noun [noncount] 

daze /'deiz/ noun [singular] : a state in which someone (such 
as a person who has been surprised or injured) is not able to 
think or act normally — used in the phrase in a daze • After 
the test, I spent the rest of the day in a daze. ■ lost in a daze 
dazed /'deizd/ adj [more most ~]: not able to think or act 

normally because you have been surprised, injured, etc. ■ 
She was dazed and confused after being hit on the head with 
a golf ball. ■ He had a dazed [=stunned] look on his face, 
daz-zle /'djezal/ verb daz-zles; daz-zled; daz-zling 

1 [+ obj] of a bright light : to cause (someone) to be unable to 
see for a short time ■ He was dazzled [= blinded] by the cam¬ 
era flash. 

2 : to greatly impress or surprise (someone) by being very at¬ 
tractive or exciting [+ obj] Elvis always dazzled his audienc¬ 
es. ■ Visitors were dazzled by the mansion’s ornate rooms. — 
often + with • She dazzled us with her wit. [no obj] She truly 
dazzles in her live concerts. — see also razzle-dazzle 

— dazzle noun [noncount] ■ the dazzle [=sparkle] of the dia¬ 
monds - daz-zler noun, pi daz*zlers [count] • He’s a real 
dazzler. — dazzling acjj [more most ~] ■ a dazzling ar¬ 
ray/variety of jewelry ■ the most dazzling display of color ■ 
her dazzling smile — daz-zling-ly adv [more most ~] ■ 
Her teeth were dazzlingly white. 

dB abbr decibel 

DC abbr 1 direct current 2 or D.C. District of Columbia 
D—day noun [singular]: a day on which something important 
is planned or expected to happen ■ The day after Thanksgiv¬ 
ing is D-day for many retail stores. D-day is most com¬ 
monly used to refer to the specific date of June 6, 1944, when 
Allied forces began the invasion of France in World War II. 
DDS abbr doctor of dental surgery 

DDT /adi.’adii'ti;/ noun [noncount] : a poisonous chemical that 
was used especially in the past to protect plants from insects 
and that is now banned in the U.S. 

DE abbr Delaware 
d e-prefix 

1 : do the opposite of ■ decode ■ deactivate 

2 a : remove (a specified thing) from something ■ declaw a 
cat ■ defrost a windshield b : remove someone or some¬ 
thing from something • The king was dethroned. C : leave 
or get off something ■ derail - deplane 

3 : reduce ■ devalue currency 
dea-COn /'di.kan/ noun, pi -cons [count] 

1 : an official in some Christian churches whose rank is just 
below a priest 

2 ; a member of some Christian churches who has special 
duties 

dea-con-ess Tdi-.k^Ms/ noun, pi -ess-es [count]: a wom¬ 
an in some Christian churches who has special duties : a fe¬ 
male deacon 

de-ac-ti-vate /di'sekta.veit/ verb -vates; -vat-ed; -vat- 

ing [+ obj] : to make (something) no longer active or effec¬ 
tive ■ They were able to deactivate [=(more commonly) dis~ 
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arm ] the bomb. ■ deactivate an alarm 
1 dead /'dcd/ adj 

1 .* no longer alive or living : no longer having life ■ Her hus¬ 
band is dead. He died last year. ■ She's been dead for over 10 
years now. [=she died more than 10 years ago] ■ a dead in¬ 
sect/bird/dog ■ dead trees/leaves/skin ■ the dead [=lifeless] 
bodies of the soldiers ■ He was found dead in his apartment 
yesterday. ■ He lay dead on the floor. ■ The lost mountain 
climbers were believed/presumed dead. • She shot him dead. 
[=she killed him by shooting him] ■ When we found her, she 
was more dead than alive. [=almost dead; very close to death] 
■ The poster said that the robbers were wanted dead or alive. 
• He was as good as dead. [=he was almost dead] ■ She taught 
her dog to play dead. [=to lie on its back and pretend to be 
dead] usage see deceased To leave (someone or some¬ 
thing) for dead is to leave a person or animal that you know 
will probably die instead of trying to help. ■ They hit the dog 
with their car and left it for dead on the side of the road. ■ He 
had been badly beaten and left for dead. 

2 a dead-er; -est [or more most ~]; not able to feel or 
move ■ My hand was dead [=numb] after holding the bag for 
so long, b : very tired ■ Our legs were completely dead after 
hiking all day. ■ I arrived home from work half dead, ^ex¬ 
hausted] ■ By the end of the day the workers were dead on 
their feet. [=very tired but still standing, working, etc.] C 
: feeling no emotions ■ After the war, I was emotionally 
dead. (=1 was no longer able to feel happiness, sadness, etc.] 

3 informal : certain to be punished or hurt ■ I’m dead if I 
come in late for work again. • If I ever get my hands on you, 
you’re dead'. 

4 of a machine or device : no longer working especially be¬ 
cause of not having electricity ■ The car’s battery is dead. ■ 
dead electrical outlets ■ a dead telephone line ■ The phones 
went dead during the storm. 

5 : no longer active or operating ■ a dead [-extinct] volcano ■ 
dead companies ■ That plan is dead for now. We’ve started 
developing a new one. ■ a dead deal 

6 : naturally not living ■ rocks and other dead [= inanimate] 
matter 

7 deader; -est [or more most ~] : lacking in activity or 
excitement ■ The store's been dead [-Quiet] all day. ■ This 
party’s completely dead. [=it is not lively] ■ The audience was 
kind of dead tonight. 

8 — used to describe a time when nothing is being said or 
done ■ We played cards to fill in the dead time between the 
two performances. 

9 : no longer performed or enjoyed • He says that disco is 
dead. ■ a dead art form 

10 of a language : no longer spoken ■ Latin is a dead lan¬ 
guage. 

11 sports — used to describe a situation in which play stops 
during a game ■ In American football, the ball is dead [=out 
of play] after an incomplete forward pass. ■ The ball is dead if 
it goes beyond the white line. 

12 a: complete, total, or absolute ■ There was dead silence 
in the room. ■ She spoke with dead certainty. ■ I chased them 
at a dead run for three miles. ■ The camera is a dead give¬ 
away [=clearly shows] that you’re a tourist. ■ She fell to the 
floor in a dead faint. • The evening wasn't all I had hoped for, 
but is wasn't a dead loss. [=it wasn't completely bad] ■ He's a 
dead ringer for [=he looks exactly like] his father. ■ (Brit, in¬ 
formal) They're a dead cert [=a sure thing, a sure bet] to win. 
[=they are certain to win] b : sudden and complete ■ The 
bus came to a dead [= abrupt] stop. 

13 : perfect or exact ■ Her arrow hit the dead [=very] center 
of the target. 

(as) dead as a doornail (chiefly US) or chiefly Brit (as) 
dead as a dodo informal — used to stress that someone 
or something is dead ■ The old captain was dead as a door¬ 
nail. — often used figuratively ■ The negotiations are as 
dead as a doornail. ■ The deal is dead as a doornail, 
beat a dead horse or flog a dead horse see ‘horse 
catch/see (someone) dead informal ^ If you say that peo¬ 
ple wouldn’t/won’t catch/see you dead or that you 
wouldn’t/won’t be caught/seen dead doing something, you 
refuse to let others see you doing it because it would cause 
you to be embarrassed. ■ I wouldn’t be caught/seen dead 
wearing that hideous outfit. • She won’t be caught dead go¬ 
ing to the movies with her obnoxious brother. 
dead and buried or dead and gone 1 : no longer living 
: dead ■ He’s been dead and buried for 50 years. ■ relatives 
long dead and gone 2 : no longer used or accepted » 
Those old family traditions are dead and buried. ■ That 


idea is dead and buried. • The days of our childhood are 
dead and gone. 

dead from the neck up informal : very stupid or foolish ■ 
Most of his friends are dead from the neck up. 
dead in the water informal: not making any progress : not 
having any chance of success • The peace talks were dead 
in the water. • His election campaign is dead in the water, 
dead men tell no tales see tale 

dead on arrival : having died before getting to a hospital, 
emergency room, etc. ■ The victim was dead on arrival at 
the hospital. — often used figuratively ■ Some are saying 
that any new tax proposal would be dead on arrival. 
(=would have no chances of being approved] 
dead to rights see 3 right 

dead to the world informal : sleeping very deeply ■ You 
can't wake him up. He's dead to the world, 
drop dead informal 1 : to fall to the ground and die very 
suddenly ■ She dropped dead while playing basketball. 2 
— used as a rude way to tell someone to leave you alone ■ 
“He asked you for help after being such a jerk? You should 
have told him to drop dead !" — see also drop-dead 
knock dead see ‘knock 
over my dead body see body 

— dead*ness noun [noncount] 

2 dead noun, pi dead 

1 [plural] : people who have died ■ By the end of the war, 
there were over two million dead. — usually used with the • 
the living and the dead ■ His mother and brother were among 
the dead. ■ the souls/spirits of the dead 

2 the dead : the state of being dead — usually used in the 
phrases rise from the dead or come back from the dead or re¬ 
turn from the dead to mean to become alive again after dying 

■ For a moment, I thought that my grandfather had come 
back from the dead. ■ They believe that Jesus Christ rose from 
the dead. 

3 [noncount]: the time in the middle of the night or winter ■ 
She left in the dead of the night. = She left at dead of night. 
(=she left very late at night] ■ He began his journey in the 
dead of winter. 

3 dead adv 

1 : completely or totally ■ I think you’re dead [-absolutely, 
utterly] wrong. ■ She's dead certain that she can finish the 
job. ■ We were dead tired by the end of the day. ■ He’s not 
joking. In fact, he’s dead serious. ■ They were both dead 
drunk and passed out on the floor. ■ She finished the race 
dead last. ■ The mayor was dead set against [=strongly op¬ 
posed to] the plan. ■ She was dead set on going to college. 
[=she was completely certain she wanted to go to college] 

2 : in a sudden and complete way ■ He stopped dead in his 
tracks. [=stopped suddenly] 

3 : directly or exactly ■ The island is dead ahead of us. [=the 
island is right in front of us] ■ She hung the picture dead cen¬ 
ter on the wall. (=she hung the picture in the exact center of 
the wall] 

dead air noun [noncount] : a period of silence especially 
during a radio broadcast ■ After the commercial, there were 
a few seconds of dead air before the show continued, 
dead'beat /'ded,bi:t/ noun, pi -beats [count] disapproving 

1 : a lazy person : a person who does not work ■ His friends 
are just a bunch of deadbeats. 

2 chiefly US : a person who does not pay money that is owed 

■ He was accused of being a deadbeat. — often used before 
another noun ■ a deadbeat dad [=a father who owes money 
to his former wife to help raise their children but does not 
pay it] 

dead bolt noun, pi ~ bolts [count]chiefly US : a lock with a 
heavy sliding bar that is moved by turning a knob or key — 
called also (Brit) deadlock, mortise lock 
dead duck noun, pi ~ ducks [count] informal + humorous 
: a person or thing that is certain to fail, suffer, or be pun¬ 
ished • If they find out what I did. I’m a dead duck! 
dead«en /'dcdp/ verb -ens; -ened; -ending [+ obf] : to 
make (something) weaker or less noticeable ■ All the differ¬ 
ent perfumes deadened [=dulled] her sense of smell. ■ He 
took aspirin to deaden the pain. ■ The new insulation will 
help to deaden the noise from the street outside. 

- deadening ad; [more most ~] ■ All the different per¬ 
fumes had a deadening effect on her sense of smell. 

dead end noun, pi ~ ends [count] 

1 : a street that ends instead of joining with another street so 
that there is only one way in and out of it ■ We came to a 
dead end and had to turn around. 
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2 : a situation, plan, or way of doing something that leads to 
nothing further ■ My career has hit a dead end . * political 
dead ends 

— dead-end /'ded,end/ adj, always used before a noun ■ 
dead-end streets/roads ■ He’s stuck in a dead-end job. [=a 
job that does not pay you very much and does not give you 
a chance to get a better job] ■ a dead-end relationship 

dead-head /'ded.hed/ verb -heads; -head-ed; -heading 
[+ obj\ : to remove dead flowers from (a plant) ■ She’s out in 
the garden deadheading the rosebushes, 
dead heat noun, pi *** heats [count] : a contest in which 
two or more competitors earn the same score or finish at the 
same time — usually singular ■ The two horses finished in a 
dead heat. ■ The election poll showed a statistical dead heat. 
[=showed that the two candidates were equally popular] 
dead letter noun, pi ~ -ters [count] 

1 : a letter that cannot be delivered or returned by the post 
office because of an incorrect address or other problem 

2 : a law or agreement that has lost its force or authority — 
usually singular ■ Unfortunately, the treaty is now a dead let¬ 
ter in this country. 

dead-line /'dedjain/ noun, pi -lines : a date or time when 
something must be finished : the last day, hour, or minute 
that something will be accepted [count] She worked on her 
composition right up until the deadline. • We had to hurry to 
meet/make the deadline. ■ We missed the deadline. ■ The 
project was completed a week past its deadline. ■ The dead¬ 
line for submitting college applications is April 19th. ■ 
They’re working under/with a deadline, [noncount] They’re 
working under deadline. 

1 dead-lock Aied.la.k/ noun, pi -locks [count] 

1 : a situation in which an agreement cannot be made : a sit¬ 
uation in which ending a disagreement is impossible because 
neither side will give up something that it wants ■ The jury 
was unable to break/end the deadlock. [=unable to agree on 
a verdict] ■ City councilors reached a deadlock over the law. 

2 US : a situation in which players, teams, etc., have the 
same score : tie - His goal broke a 3-3 deadlock. 

3 Brit: dead bolt 

2 deadlock verb -locks; -locked; -lock-ing 

1 [no obi] ■ to be unable to end a disagreement ■ The jury 
deadlocked [=failed to agree on a verdict] after three days of 
deliberations. 

2 US : to have the same number of points, votes, etc., as 
your opponent [no obj] The two teams deadlocked [-tied] in 
a scoreless match. [+ obi] Her home run deadlocked [-tied] 
the game at 3-3. 

— deadlocked adj ■ City councilors are deadlocked over 
the budget. ■ a deadlocked jury ■ a deadlocked game 

1 dead-ly /'dedli/ adj dead-ll-er; -est [or more most ~] 

1 : causing or able to cause death ■ deadly’ weapons • the 
world’s most deadly snake ■ a more deadly form of the dis¬ 
ease • They launched a deadly attack. ■ Officers are allowed 
to use deadly force if necessary. — compare deathly 

2 : extremely accurate and effective ■ She shoots with deadly 
accuracy. ■ a basketball player with deadly aim 

3 always used before a noun ; extreme or complete ■ A deadly 
silence followed his question. ■ The two gang leaders are 
deadly enemies. ■ He spoke with deadly seriousness. 

4 informal : very boring ■ The lecture was pretty deadly. 

— dead-1 i -ness noun [noncount] ■ the deadliness of the dis¬ 
ease 

synonyms deadly, mortal, fatal, and lethal mean 
causing or able to cause death, deadly describes some¬ 
thing that is very dangerous and likely or able to cause 
death. ■ deadly diseases ■ deadly weapons mortal de¬ 
scribes a wound or injury that has already caused death or 
will soon cause death. • She received a mortal wound and 
died the next day. fatal describes something that has ac¬ 
tually caused a person’s death. ■ The disease is sometimes 
fatal. ■ The wounds later proved to be fatal, lethal usu¬ 
ally describes something like a poison that is used for the 
purpose of destroying life. ■ a lethal gas 

2 deadly adv deadlier; -est [or more —; most —]: extremely 
or completely ■ He's deadly [=dead] serious about finding an¬ 
other job. ■ a deadly boring/dull meeting 

deadly night-shade /-'naitjeid/ noun, pi ^ -shades 

[count] m . BELLADONNA 

deadly sin noun, pi sins [count] : one of seven sins that 
in the Christian religion are considered to be very serious 
and are believed to cause other sins The seven deadly sins 


are usually considered to be pride, envy, lust, gluttony, 
greed, anger, and sloth. 

dead meat noun [noncount] irformal + humorous : a person 
or thing that is certain to fail, suffer, or be punished ■ Politi¬ 
cally, she’s dead meat. [=her political career is ruined] ■ If 
they find out what you did, you’re dead meat] 
dead—on /‘ded'cr.n/ acjj, somewhat informal : exactly cor¬ 
rect or accurate - His impersonation of the President was 
dead-on. ■ She was dead-on about what was going to happen. 

■ a dead-on analysis 

1 dead-pan /'ded,p£en/ adf [more most ~] : showing no 
feeling or emotion — used to describe humor that is done or 
said in a serious way ■ deadpan humor ■ a deadpan comedian 
• the deadpan delivery of his jokes 

— deadpan adv ■ “We’re not interested,” she said deadpan. 
2 deadpan noun [noncount] : a way of saying funny things 

without showing any feeling or emotion • He tells the joke in 
his best deadpan. ■ She’s a master of deadpan. ■ the art of 
deadpan 

3 deadpan verb -pans; -pan-ned; -pan-ning [+ obj\: to say 
(something funny) in a way that shows no feeling or emotion 

■ “I went back to doing push-ups again, and this time I al¬ 
most completed one,” he deadpanned. 

dead presidents noun [plural] US slang : U.S. money in 
the form of paper bills ■ a briefcase full of dead presidents 
dead weight noun, pi ~ weights 

1 ; something heavy that is being carried [count] The in¬ 
jured child was a dead weight in her arms, [noncount] carry¬ 
ing 150 pounds of dead weight 

2 : someone or something that makes success more difficult 
[count] He was a dead weight on the team this year, [non¬ 
count] The company has a lot of dead weight [-deadwood] it 
needs to get rid of. 

dead-WOOd /'ded,wud/ noun [noncount] 

1 : people or things that are not useful or helpful in achiev¬ 
ing a goal ■ She’s determined to get the deadwood out of the 
company. ■ the government’s bureaucratic deadwood 

2 ; dead wood on a tree ■ a healthy tree with no deadwood 
deaf /'def/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not able to hear ■ He has been deaf since birth. ■ a deaf 
child ■ She’s completely/partially deaf in her right ear. ■ a dis¬ 
ease that caused her to go deaf [^become unable to hear] ■ 
He's going a little deaf so you’ll have to speak up. ■ ( informal) 
My grandmother’s a sweet old lady, but she’s as deaf as a 
post. [=she’s very deaf] — see also tone-deaf 

2 : not willing to listen to or consider something — usually + 
to ■ They were deaf to all of our suggestions. ■ deaf to reason 
fall on deaf ears see ‘ear 

the deaf : deaf people : people who are not able to hear ■ 
She goes to a school for the deaf, 
turn a deaf ear see 1 ear 

— deaf-ness noun [noncount] ■ The disease can cause blind¬ 
ness and deafness. 

deaf-en /'defan/ verb -ens; -ened; -ending [+ obj] : to 
make (someone) unable to hear ■ We were deafened by the 
explosion. 

deafening adj [more most —]: extremely loud ■ The sign 

fell with a deafening [-earsplitting] crash. • the deafening roar 
of the planes ■ The music was deafening. ^ If there is a deaf¬ 
ening silence or the silence is deafening, there is a lack of 
sound or speech that is very noticeable. ■ The silence was 
deafening as they both sat there stubbornly refusing to apol¬ 
ogize. ■ As the controversy rages on, the deafening silence 
from the White House is drawing increasing criticism. 

— deaf«en«ing*ly adv ■ deafeningjy loud music 
deaf—milte /'dePrnjurt/ noun, pi -mutes [count] old- 

fashioned + often offensive : a deaf person who cannot speak 
1 deal /'did/ verb deals; dealt /'dclt/; deal-lng 

1 ; to give cards to the players in a card game [no obj] It’s 
your turn to deal. [+ obj] Each player is dealt five cards. ■ 
She was dealt a full house. ■ dealing out the cards for a game 
of poker — often used figuratively ■ She was dealt a bad/cru- 
el/terrible hand in life. [=many bad things happened to her 
throughout her life] ■ You have to play the hand you’re dealt. 
[=you must accept and deal with the things that happen to 
you in your life] 

2 [+ obj] : to give (something or an amount of something) to 
someone ■ The offending players were dealt harsh penalties. ■ 
The team was dealt another loss last night. [=the team lost 
another game] — usually + out ■ The teacher dealt [=handed] 
out three books to each of us. ■ The author deals [=doles] out 
advice on all kinds of subjects. 
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3 : to buy and sell (drugs, art, etc.) as a business [+ obj] She 
got caught dealing drugs in school, [no obj] ( informal ) How 
long has he been dealing ? [^dealing drugs] — see also wheel 
and deal at 2 wheel 

deal a blow 4- To deal a blow to someone means to hit 
someone. ■ [formal) He dealt his enemy a mighty blow. 
[=he hit his enemy hard] — usually used figuratively ■ The 
factory closing will deal a serious/severe/devastating/ 
crushing blow to the town’s economy. ■ Her career as an 
ice skater was dealt a fatal blow [=her career was ruined] 
when she broke her leg. 

deal in [phrasal verb\ 1 deal in (something) a : to buy and 
sell (something) as a business ■ He deals in rare books, b 
: to use or be involved in (something) ■ tales dealing in 
myth and mystery ■ We don’t deal in rumor or gossip. 2 
deal (someone) in : to include someone in a card game ■ 
"Do you want to play cards with us?" "Sure, deal me in." 
deal with [phrasal verb] deal with (someone or something) 
1 : to be about (something) : to have (something) as a sub¬ 
ject ■ The book deals with World War II. ■ Her speech dealt 
with health care and the nation’s economy. ■ The film deals 
with some serious issues. 2 : to make business agreements 
with (someone) ■ He deals fairly with all his customers. ■ 
Their salespeople are very easy to deal with. 3 : to do 
something about (a person or thing that causes a problem 
or difficult situation) ■ The government dealt harshly with 
the rebels. ■ I’ll deal with you later. ■ Who’s going to deal 
with this mess? ■ I dealt with the problem myself. ■ Can you 
suggest some ways of dealing with a difficult child? ■ We 
weren’t able/equipped/prepared to deal with such a large 
crowd of people. ■ He needs to learn how to deal with his 
anger. 4 : to accept or try to accept (something that is 
true and cannot be changed) : to control your feelings 
about (something) ■ She’s still trying to deal with his death. 
■ I’m still dealing with the fact that we lost the game. ■ The 
weather is bad, but we’ll just have to deal with it. 

- deal-er noun, pi -ers [count] • a used car dealer ■ drug 
dealers 

2 deal noun, pi deals 

1 [singular] : a large number or amount: a lot — used in the 
phrases a good deal or a great deal * It doesn’t cost a great 
deal of money. [=doesn’t cost much money] ■ 1 spent a good 
deal of time [=a lot of time] thinking about it. • It would 
mean a great deal to us if you would come. ■ I learned a great 
deal from my mistakes. ■ It’s a good deal [=much] faster to go 
by bus. ■ 1 felt a great deal better after the surgery. ■ The 
town hasn’t changed a great deal since we left. 

2 [count] : the act of giving cards to each player in a card 
game — usually singular ■ It’s your deal. [=it’s your turn to 
deal] ■ 1 have time for one more deal. [=hand, round] 

- compare 3 DEAL 
3 deal noun, pi deals 

1 [count] : an agreement between two or more people or 
groups that helps each in some way ■ business deals ■ I’ll 
make you a deal. If you help me fix my flat tire, I’ll buy you 
dinner. ■ The company made/negotiated a new 10-million- 
dollar deal with the government. ■ We were about to close / 
seal the deal [=make the agreement official] when we real¬ 
ized that there was a mistake in the contract. ■ The two sides 
finally struck a deal [=came to an agreement] after weeks of 
negotiations. ■ an arms deal [=an agreement to buy or sell 
weapons] between two countries ■ The band got/landed/ 
signed a record deal. = The band cut a deal with the record 
company. ■ She got a book deal with a major publisher. ■ We 
were offered a package deal [=a single price for a set of items 
or services) that included plane tickets, hotel accommoda¬ 
tions, and tickets to shows in the area. ■ We think it’s a fairf 
square deal. [=a fair agreement] — see also DONE deal, 
SWEETHEART DEAL 

2 [singular] : a way of treating someone ■ He was going to 
take the promotion here but another company offered him a 
better deal. [=offered him more money, benefits, prestige, 
etc.] — see also big deal, raw deal 

3 [count]: a price that is fair or lower than the usual price ■ 
We got a (good) deal on a new car. -1 think we can get a bet¬ 
ter deal somewhere else. ■ Now that’s a great deal ! 

4 the deal informal : basic information about a person, 
thing, or situation ■ What’s the deal [-story, situation] with 
that guy? ■ Here’s the deal. You’re going to stay here while I 
go find help. ■ What’s the deal with those shoes you’re wear¬ 
ing? [=Why are you wearing those shoes?] 

one-shot deal : something that happens only one time ■ 
This offer is a one-shot-deal. • We don’t want this to be a 


one-shot deal. We hope to have the festival every year. 
the real deal informal : something or someone that is real or 
genuine : a thing or person that is not a copy or imitation ■ 
These diamonds aren’t fake. They’re the real deal. • That 
guy looked so much like Elvis, 1 almost thought he was the 
real deal. [=1 almost thought he was Elvis] 

- compare 2 deal 

deal*er*Shlp /'diila-i/ip/ noun, pi -ships [count] : a busi¬ 
ness that sells a specified kind of product ■ a car dealership 
dealing noun, pi -ings 

1 dealings [plural] : the actions that are a main part of the 
relationship between people, groups, organizations, etc. : so¬ 
cial or business interactions ■ There were reports of shady 
dealings between the two sides. — often + with ■ They were 
honest in their dealings with other nations. ■ her financial 
dealings with the company 

2 [noncount] : a way of behaving or of doing business ■ He 
has a reputation for fair dealing. 

dealt past tense and past participle of ‘deal 
dean /*di:n/ noun, pi deans [count] 

1 : a person who is in charge of one of the parts of a univer¬ 
sity (such as a college or school) ■ She’s the dean of the uni¬ 
versity’s business school. • the dean of liberal arts 

2 : a person whose job is to give advice to the students in a 
college or high school and to make sure that they obey the 
school’s rules ■ the dean of students 

3 US : a person who has more experience in or knowledge 
about a particular profession, subject, etc., than anyone or 
almost anyone ■ She’s considered the dean [=doyen] of Amer¬ 
ican architecture. 

4 : a Christian priest who is in charge of several other priests 
or churches 

- dean-ship /'diinjip/ noun, pi -ships [count] ■ She re¬ 
cently resigned her deanship. 

dean’s list noun, pi ~ lists [count] US : a list of students at 
a college or university who have earned high grades 

— compare HONOR ROLL 

1 dear /'dia iadi dear*er; -est [also more most —] 

1 : loved or valued very much ■ He’s a dear [=precious] friend 
of mine. ■ my dearest friend ■ Our neighbor is a dear old lady. 

— often + to ■ My grandmother was very dear to me. ■ The 
book is dear to the hearts of many young readers. 

2 — used in writing to address someone ■ Dear Sir or Madam 

■ Dear Jane 

3 chiefly Brit : having a high price : expensive ■ Peaches are 
dear this time of year. 

for dear life see ‘life 

2 dear adv : with love and respect — used in the phrase hold 
dear ■ She lost her family, her home—everything that she 
held dear. [=loved and valued most] ■ the way of life they 
hold dear — see also cost you dear at 2 COST 
3 dear noun, pi dears [count] 

1 — used to address someone you love ■ Hello, dear, [-dar¬ 
ling, sweetheart] ■ Yes, my dearl ■ John, dear , what time will 
you be home? 

2 : a kind and helpful person ■ Be a dear and take this for 
me. 

4 dear inter) — used especially to express surprise, fear, or dis¬ 
appointment ■ Oh dear ! What a mess! • Oh, dear me! ■ Dear 
God! What are we going to do? 
deaMy /'diaJi/ adv [more —; most ~] 

1 : very much ■ She loved him dearly. ■ I would dearly love to 
see them again. ■ He dearly wanted to believe that it was true. 

• her dearly beloved husband [=her husband, whom she 
loved very much] — see also dearly beloved at beloved 

2 : in a way that is difficult or severe ■ The men paid dearly 
for their crimes. [=they were punished severely] — see also 
cost you dearly at 2 cost 

dearth /'d &Q/ noun [singular] formal: the state or condition 
of not having enough of something : lack — + of • The 
dearth [^scarcity] of jobs in the city forced many families to 
leave the area. ■ a dearth of evidence 
death /'dc0/ noun, pi deaths 
1 a [noncount] : the end of life : the time when someone or 
something dies - birth, life, and eventual death ■ fear of death 

• She is close to death. [=she will die soon] • death threats ■ 
The hostage managed to escape death. [=avoid being killed] 

■ The newspaper did not report the cause of death. ■ She was 
convicted of murder and sentenceti/condemned to death. 
[=told that she would be killed as punishment] — see also 
brain death, death knell at knell b [count] : the ending 
of a particular person’s life • People around the world 


deathbed • death warrant 
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mourned his death. ■ She worked at the newspaper until her 
death at (age) 74. ■ The accident resulted in two deaths. ■ The 
number of deaths from cancer is rising. ■ He died a violent/ 
tragic death. ■ There has been a death in the family. • She sur¬ 
vived the plane crash and many years later died a natural 
death. [=from natural causes; because she was old] ■ The gen¬ 
eral met his death on the battlefield. 

2 [count] : the permanent end of something that is not alive 
: the ruin or destruction of something ■ the death of inno¬ 
cence ■ the death of vaudeville ■ the death of a marriage 

3 Death [noncount] literary : the force that ends life and is 
often shown in art or literature as a skeleton ■ Death could 
be seen lurking in the comer of the painting. ■ when Death 
comes to take me away 

a matter of life and death see 'life 
at death’s door : about to die : very sick and in danger of 
dying ■ He is sick, but he’s not at death!s door, 
be the death of : to cause (someone) to die ■ I worry that his 
drug addiction will be the death of him. — often used figu¬ 
ratively ■ Those kids will be the death of me! [=they worry 
and upset me very much] 
catch your death (of cold) see 'catch 
like death warmed over ( US) or Brit like death warmed 
up informal : very tired or sick • We worked through the 
night, and by morning we looked like death warmed over, 
put to death ^ A person or animal that is put to death is 
killed at a scheduled time by someone who is legally al¬ 
lowed to do so. ■ a serial killer who was put to death ^exe¬ 
cuted] for the murder of 28 people ■ The dog that attacked 
the children was later put to death, 
to death 1 — used to say how someone died or was killed ■ 
He was shot/stabbed to death. ■ They froze/starved to 
death. • She drank herself to death. [=drank a lot of alcohol 
until it made her so sick that she died] 2 : very much : to 
a great degree ■ We were bored/scared to death, ^extreme¬ 
ly bored/scared] ■ That teacher works her students to 
death. [=she makes them work too hard] • He’s wonderful! 
I just love him to death ! ■ I'm sick to death of hearing about 
the scandal. {=! don’t want to hear anything more about 
the scandal; I’ve heard too much about it] • That song has 
been done to death. [=many musicians have performed 
that song] 

to the death 1 : until someone is dead • The warriors 
would fight to the death. • a battle to the death 2 : with all 
of your energy and effort ■ Some parents do not want the 
school to be closed, and say they’ll fight to the death for it. 

— see also black death, kiss of death, sudden death 

— death-like /'de0,laik/ adj ■ a deathlike state 
death-bed /'deG^ed/ noun, pi -beds 

on your deathbed : in the bed that you will soon die in ■ 
She made a startling confession on her deathbed, [-just be¬ 
fore she died] — often used figuratively to say that some¬ 
one is very close to dying or very sick ■ She’s convinced 
that the old man is on his deathbed , but he looks healthy 
enough to me. ■ I was so sick with the flu—practically on 
my deathbed. 

— deathbed adj, always used before a noun ■ a deathbed 
confession [=a confession made just before someone dies] 

death benefit noun, pi -fits [count] : money that an in¬ 
surance company pays to the family of someone who has 
died because that person had life insurance 
death blow noun, pi ~ blows [count] 

1 : an act that kills a person or animal ■ The general received 
his death blow in battle. 

2 : an act or event that causes the end of something ■ Recent 
declines in the economy have dealt the ailing company its fi¬ 
nal death blow. 

death camp noun, pi ~ camps [count] : a place where 
large numbers of prisoners are taken to be killed during a 
war : a concentration camp where many people are killed ■ 
Nazi death camps 

death certificate noun, pi -cates [count] : an official 
document that gives information about a person’s death 
(such as when and how the death happened) 
death—defying acjj : very dangerous ■ death-defying stunts 
death duty noun, pi ~ duties [count] Brit : estate tax 
death grip noun [singular]: a very tight hold on something ■ 
He drove straight through the storm, never loosening his 
death grip on the steering wheel. — often used figuratively to 
suggest that something has a powerful and harmful effect on 
something else ■ The group is trying to release the death grip 
[=hold] that drugs have on their neighborhood. 


death*less /'deGlas/ adj — used to describe something that 
will never end or be forgotten • deathless [=immortal ] fame 

— often used in a joking or ironic way to describe writing 
that is very bad • The band’s deathless lyrics still haunt the 
airwaves. ■ deathless prose 

1 death*ly /'de01i/ adj : relating to or seeming like death 
: causing you to think of death ■ a deathly fear ■ A deathly si¬ 
lence filled the room. — compare 'deadly 

2 deathly adv 

1 : in a way that is close to death or dying ■ He became 
deathly ill. 

2 : in a way that makes you think of death ■ The room was 
deathly [-utterly] quiet. ■ She’s deathly afraid of snakes. 

death mask noun, pi ~ masks [count] : a mask of a per¬ 
son’s face that is created just after the person has died by 
pressing a substance over the face and leaving it there until it 
becomes hard 
death penalty noun 

the death penalty: death as a punishment given by a court 
of law for very serious crimes ■ If convicted, he could face 
the death penalty. [=his punishment may be that he will be 
killed] ■ She opposes the death penalty, [-capital punish¬ 
ment] 

death rate noun, pi ~ rates [count] 

1 : a number that shows how many people died in a particu¬ 
lar place or during a particular time ■ There was a decline in 
the country’s death rate after its health care improved. 

— compare birthrate 

2 : the number of deaths from a specific cause in a particu¬ 
lar area during a particular time period ■ Lung cancer death 
rates are up. ■ The death rate from accidents is rising. 

death rattle noun, pi rattles [count] : a sound that is 
sometimes heard coming from a dying person’s throat or 
chest — often used figuratively ■ the death rattle of a dying 
industry 

death ray noun, pi ~ rays [count] in stories : a weapon that 
sends out a very strong beam of energy that usually looks 
like light and that is able to destroy almost anything 
death row noun [noncount] : the part of a prison where 
prisoners who will be killed as punishment for their crimes 
live until they are killed ■ death row inmates — often used af¬ 
ter on • He was on death row for 12 years before he was exe¬ 
cuted. 

death sentence noun, pi -tences [count] 

1 : the decision by a court of law that the punishment for 
someone’s crime will be death ■ She received a death sentence 
for the murders. 

2 a : something (such as a disease) that is sure to cause 
death — usually singular ■ With the new medicines available. 
AIDS is no longer an automatic death sentence, b : an act 
or event that ends something permanently — usually singu¬ 
lar ■ The cut in funding was a death sentence for the school’s 
music program. 

death’s-head /'de0s,hed/ noun, pi -heads [count] : a pic¬ 
ture of the bones of a human head : a human skull used as a 
symbol for death ■ a black shirt with a white death 's-head on 
the back 

death squad noun, pi squads [count] : a group of peo¬ 
ple who kill people who oppose a particular ruler or political 
group 

death tax noun, pi ~ taxes [count] chiefly US : estate tax 
death throes noun [plural] : the violent movements and 
noises that are sometimes made by a person who is about to 
die ■ The opera ends with the hero in his death throes. — of¬ 
ten used figuratively ■ the death throes of a failing industry ■ a 
sinking ship in its death throes 

death toll noun, pi ~ tolls [count] : the number of people 
who die in an accident, disaster, war, etc. — usually singular 
■ Three people who were injured in the accident have died, 
pushing the death toll up to 116.* The virus’s death toll is ex¬ 
pected to rise. 

death trap noun, pi ~ traps [count] informal : a building, 
vehicle, etc., that is very dangerous and could cause some¬ 
one’s death ■ That old elevator is a death trap. • The factory 
was a death trap with too few exits for the workers to use in 
case of a fire. 

death warrant noun, pi ~ -rants [count] : an official docu¬ 
ment ordering a person to be killed as a punishment — often 
used figuratively ■ The law suit was the company’s death war¬ 
rant. ■ If you share needles with other drug users, you’re 
signing your own death warrant. [=you are doing something 
that will cause your own death] 
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death>watch /'de0,wa:tf/ noun, pi -watch-es [count] : a 
situation in which people stay with someone who is dying 
while waiting for death to occur — usually singular ■ Her 
family gathered for the deathwatch. — sometimes used figu¬ 
ratively • It looked like his acting career was over, but this 
new movie suggests that it is time to call off the deathwatch. 
[=the actor may become successful again] 
death wish noun [singular] : a desire to die ■ Have you seen 
the way she drives? She must have a death wish. 
deb /'deb/ noun, pi debs [count] informal : debutante 
de-ba-cle /di'baikal, Brit dei'baikal/ noun, pi de-ba-cles 
[ count ]: a great disaster or complete failure ■ After the deba¬ 
cle of his first novel, he had trouble getting a publisher for 
his next book. ■ a military debacle ■ an economic debacle 
de-bar /di'baa 1 / verb -bars; -barred; -bar-ring [+ obj] for¬ 
mal : to officially prevent (someone) from having or doing 
something — usually + from ■ The law debars him from run¬ 
ning for reelection. — often used as (be) debarred ■ She was 
debarred from receiving the scholarship when her criminal 
record came to light. 

— de-bar-ment /di'baarnant/ noun [noncount ] 
de-bark /di'baa'k/ verb -barks; -barked; -bark-ing [no 

obj 1 : to leave a ship or plane ■ The passengers debarked 
[=(more commonly) disembarked] in Miami. — opposite 
EMBARK 

de-base /di'beis/ verb -bas-es; -based; -bas-ing [+ obj] 
: to lower the value or reputation of (someone or something) 
: to make (someone or something) less respected ■ The gov¬ 
ernor debased himself by lying to the public. ■ The holiday 
has been debased by commercialism. 

— debased adj [more most ~] ■ a debased form of enter¬ 
tainment ■ a debased coin/currency — de-base-ment 
/di'beismant/ noun [noncount] ■ the debasement of women 
— debasing adj [more most ~] ■ Those ads are debas¬ 
ing [—insulting] to women. ■ a debasing comment 

de-bat-able /di'beitabal/ adj [more most ~] — used to 
say that something may or may not be true or real ■ The ben¬ 
efit of the tax cuts is highly debatable. • The vaccine is of de¬ 
batable [=questionable ] value—it has been known to make 
some people quite sick. ■ Whether the report is entirely accu¬ 
rate is debatable. 

1 de-bate /di'beit/ noun, pi -bates : a discussion between 
people in which they express different opinions about some¬ 
thing A debate can be an organized event, an informal dis¬ 
cussion between two or more people, or a general discussion 
that involves many people, [count] The candidates partici¬ 
pated in several debates before the election was held. • Our 
polite chat about politics slowly turned into a heated debate. 
[=argument ] ■ At the center/core/heart of the debate [con¬ 
troversy] is the question of responsibility. — often + on, 
about, or over ■ The university is hosting a debate on gun con¬ 
trol. ■ current debates on/about the value of public schools ■ 
The town held a debate over what to do about the recent traf¬ 
fic problems. ■ The court decision sparked a raging/furious 
debate over property rights, [noncount] The meaning of the 
text has been the subject of considerable/intense/lively de¬ 
bate among scholars for many years. • What topics will be 
under debate ? [=debated] — often + on, about , or over • 
There was much debate on/about/over whether the new pro¬ 
gram was worth the cost. ■ There’s little debate [controversy] 
about the health benefits of moderate exercise. ■ The book 
traces centuries of debate over the origins of language. ^ If 
something is a matter of debate or open to debate, people 
have different ideas and opinions about it. ■ Whether or not 
the tax cuts benefit the poor is still a matter of debate, [de¬ 
batable] ■ The accuracy of the report is open to debate. 

2 debate verb -bates; -bat-ed; -bat-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to discuss (something) with people whose opinions 
are different from your own ■ Scholars have been debating 
the meaning of the text for years. ■ Whether or not the tax 
cuts benefit the lower classes is still hotly debated among 
economists. ■ The energy bill is currently being debated in 
Congress. 

2 : to compete against (someone) in a debate : to argue 
against another person’s opinions as part of an organized 
event [+ obj] The President debated his challenger in front 
of a live audience on Tuesday, [no obj] The students debated 
for an hour. ■ She was on the debating team [=a group that 
competes against other teams in formal debates] at school. 

3 [+ obj]: to think about (something) in order to decide what 
to do ■ I debated [considered] moving to the city, but even¬ 
tually decided against it. — often + whether, what, etc. • I am 


still debating (with myself) whether to attend the wedding or 
not. ■ She is still debating what to do. 

— de-bat-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ He is one of the best de¬ 
baters in on our school’s team. 

de-bauched /di'ba:tft/ adj [more most ~] formal : be¬ 
having in an immoral way that involves drinking too much 
alcohol, taking drugs, having sex with many people, etc. • a 
debauched poet ■ a debauched society 

de-bauch-ery /di'bcutfari/ noun, pi -er-ies formal : bad or 
immoral behavior that involves sex, drugs, alcohol, etc. 
[noncount] He later regretted the debauchery of his youth. ■ 
drunken debauchery [count] He recalled the evening’s de¬ 
baucheries with regret. 

de-bil-i-tate /di'bila.teit/ verb -tates; -tat-ed; -tat-ing [+ 

obj] formal + technical : to make (someone or something) 
weak : to reduce the strength of (someone or something) ■ 
The virus debilitates the body’s immune system. — usually 
used as (be) debilitated • His body was debilitated ^weak¬ 
ened] by the disease. ■ The country’s economy has been debil¬ 
itated by years of civil war. 

— debilitating acfj [more most —] ■ a debilitating condi¬ 
tion/disease/illness • The symptoms can be debilitating. 
— de-bil-i-ta-tion /diibilaHeiJgn/ noun [noncount] • physi¬ 
cal debilitation 

de-bil-i-ty /di'bilati/ noun, pi -ties formal : physical weak¬ 
ness caused by illness or old age [noncount] The disease 
leads to debility but rarely kills, [count] the debilities of el¬ 
derly people 

1 deb-it /'debat/ noun, pi -its [count] : an amount of money 
that is taken from an account ■ I forgot to enter some of the 
debits in my bank account register. ■ The account’s credits 
were added and the debits subtracted. ■ a $30 debit for gro¬ 
ceries — opposite credit; see also direct debit 
on the debit side 1 chiefly Brit : in the section of a finan¬ 
cial record where debits are written • Enter these amounts 
on the debit side. 2 — used when mentioning the things 
that you do not like about something ■ On the debit side, 
there have been a number of complaints about noise from 
the restaurant. 

2 debit verb -its; -it-ed; -it-ing [+ obj] : to take money from 
(an account) ■ The bank mistakenly debited my account 
$200! ■ Your account will automatically be debited for the 
amount of your insurance bill every month. — opposite 

CREDIT 

debit card noun, pi ~ cards [count] : a small plastic card 
that is used to buy things by having the money to pay for 
them taken directly from your bank account — compare 
BANK CARD, CASH CARD, CREDIT CARD 

deb-O-nair Adeba'neer/ adj [more most ~] somewhat old- 
fashioned, of a man : dressing and acting in an appealing and 
sophisticated way : fashionable, attractive, and confident ■ a 
debonair man in a suit and top hat ■ His handsome face and 
debonair [=suave, urbane] manner made him very popular 
with the ladies. 

de-bone /di'boun/ verb -bones; -boned; -bon-ing [+ obj] 
: to remove the bones from (something) : bone ■ Have the 
butcher debone the lamb for you. ■ a deboned chicken breast 

de-brief /di'brirf/ verb -briefs; -briefed; -brief-ing [+ obj] 
formal : to officially question (someone) about a job that has 
been done or about an experience • Police debriefed the hos¬ 
tages upon their return. ■ The pilot was debriefed after his 
flight. — compare 3 brief 

— debriefing noun [count] the debriefings of hostages ■ a 
full debriefing [noncount] The crew met for debriefing. 

de-bris /da'bri:, Brit 'de,bri.7 noun [noncount] 

1 : the pieces that are left after something has been de¬ 
stroyed ■ After the earthquake, rescuers began digging 
through the debris in search of survivors. ■ Everything was 
covered by dust and debris. — sometimes used figuratively ■ 
She sifted through the debris of her broken marriage. 

2 : things (such as broken pieces and old objects) that are ly¬ 
ing where they fell or that have been left somewhere because 
they are not wanted ■ The crew cleaned up cigarette butts 
and other debris. [=trash, rubbish] 

debt /'det/ noun, pi debts 

1 [count] : an amount of money that you owe to a person, 
bank, company, etc. ■ He is trying to pay off gambling debts. 
■ The company has run up huge debts. ■ Their debts are piling 
up. ■ She’s finally paid off her mortgage debt. [=the money 
that she owed the bank to pay for her house] ■ the nation's 
growing foreign debt [=the amount of money that a country 
owes other countries] ■ Most of his debts are consumer 
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debts. [=most of his debts are from buying things at stores] 

— see also national debt 

2 [noncount] : the state of owing money to someone or 
something ■ He is drowning in a sea of debt. t=he owes a very 
large amount of money] ■ a mountain of debt ■ He’s been 
working three jobs in an attempt to get out of debt. ■ The 
company was in debt but is now turning a profit. ■ I am deep/ 
heavily in debt. ■ I’m thousands of dollars in debt. ■ She went 
into debt to pay for college. ■ I’m worried that we will fall 
into debt. • banks with millions of dollars of bad debt [=banks 
that have loaned millions of dollars that will not be repaid] ■ 
a debt-ridden country [=a country with more debt than it 
can pay] 

3 [count] : the fact that you have been influenced or helped 
by someone or something — usually singular • The photog¬ 
rapher has acknowledged a/his debt to Andy Warhol. [=the 
photographer has said that his work was influenced by the 
photographs made by Andy Warhol] 

debt to society — used in phrases like pay your debt to so¬ 
ciety to refer to being punished for committing a crime ■ 
after 10 years in prison, he has paid his debt to society and is 
a free man. 

in someone’s debt If you are in someone’s debt , you are 

very thankful for something that someone has done for 
you. ■ I am in your debt for your help and support. 
owe a debt of gratitude/thanks to : to have a good reason 
to be very grateful to (someone) ■ The whole town owes a 
debt of gratitude to the people who organized the parade, 
debt-or /'dct^/ noun, pi -ors [count] : a person, organiza¬ 
tion, government, etc., that owes money ■ The debtor agrees 
to pay the debt over a three-year period. — opposite credi¬ 
tor 

de-bug /di'b/vg/ verb -bugs; -bugged; -bug-ging [+ obj] 
technical : to remove the mistakes from (something, such as 
a computer program) ■ She’s been hired to write and debug 
computer programs. 

de-bunk /di'bAgk/ verb -bunks; -bunked; -bunk-ing [+ 

obj] : to show that something (such as a belief or theory) is 
not true : to show the falseness of (a story, idea, statement, 
etc.) ■ The article debunks the notion that life exists on Mars. 
■ The results of the study debunk his theory. 

— de-bunk-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ debunkers of the myth 
1 de-but /'dei,bju:/ noun, pi -buts [count] : the first time an 

actor, musician, athlete, etc., does something in public or for 
the public • my debut as a pianist ■ He made his singing debut 
at a very young age. ■ She is making her television/film de¬ 
but. — sometimes used to refer to the first appearance of a 
product, sport, event, etc. ■ the debut of a new car ■ The 
sport’s Olympic debut took place in 1980. — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ her debut album/film/novel 
2 debut verb de-buts; de-buted; de-but-ing 

1 [no obj] : to appear in public for the first time : to make a 
debut ■ The singer debuted 10 years ago, at the age of 15. • 
The car debuted 30 years ago. • The computer will soon be 
debuting in stores across the country. 

2 [+ obj] : to show or provide (something, such as a product, 
television show, etc.) to the public for the first time ■ The 
network debuts a new sitcom tonight. 

deb-U-tante /*dcbjU|ta:nt/ noun, pi -tantes [count] : a 
young upper-class woman who has begun going to special 
parties where she will meet and be seen by other people from 
the upper class 

Dec. abbr December ■ Dec. 1, 2004 

de-g ade /'dc,keid/ noun, pi -cades [count] : a period of 10 
years ■The war lasted nearly a decade. ■ a decade of drought 
[=a drought that lasted 10 years] ■ The bridge was built a de¬ 
cade ago.; especially : a 10-year period beginning with a year 
ending in 0 ■ The decade of the 1920s runs from January 1, 
1920 to December 31, 1929. ■ the first decade of the 21st cen¬ 
tury ■ There have been a lot of changes during/in/over the 
past two decades. 

dec-a-dence /'dekadans/ noun [noncount] disapproving 
: behavior that shows low morals and a great love of plea¬ 
sure, money, fame, etc. ■ The book condemns the decadence 
of modem society. ■ Western decadence 
dec-a-dent /'dckadant/ adj [more most ~] 

1 disapproving a : having low morals and a great love of 
pleasure, money, fame, etc. ■ The book condemns some of 
society’s wealthiest members as decadent fools, b : attrac¬ 
tive to people of low morals who are only interested in plea¬ 
sure ■ the city’s decadent nightclubs 

2 : extremely pleasing ■ a wealthy and decadent lifestyle ■ the 


restaurant’s decadent desserts ■ rich, decadent pastries 1 a 
decadent hotel room, complete with a hot tub ■ We relaxed 
in decadent luxury. 

— dec-a-dent-ly adv ■ decadently rich pastries 

de-caf /'di.jksef/ noun, pi -cats : coffee that does not con¬ 
tain caffeine : decaffeinated coffee [noncount] Would you 
like regular coffoe or decaff [count] Can I have a decaf, 
please? ■ They ordered two decafs and a regular (coffee), 
de-caf-fein-at-ed /di'kzefa^eitad/ adj : not containing 
caffeine : having the caffeine removed ■ decaffeinated cof¬ 
fee/tea • decaffeinated cola 

de-cal /'di:,k£el/ noun, pi -cals [count] US : a picture, design, 
or label that will stick to the surface on which it is placed af¬ 
ter the paper on the back of it is removed ■ She put some new 
decals [=stickers, Writ) transfers] on her car window, 
de-camp /di'kaemp/ verb -camps; -camped; -camp-ing 
[no obj] : to leave a place suddenly and secretly ■ She took 
the papers and decamped. ■ He decamped to/for Europe 
soon after news of the scandal broke, 
de-cant /di'kaent /verb -cants; -cant-ed; -cant-ing [+obj] 
formal : to pour (a liquid, especially wine) from one contain¬ 
er into another - The bottles were uncorked and the wine 
was decanted an hour before the meal, 
de-cant-er /di'kaenta/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a special glass 
bottle into which wine, whiskey, etc., is poured from its orig¬ 
inal bottle and from which it is served • The waiter served us 
wine from an elegant decanter. • a decanter of port 
de-cap-i-tate /di'kzepa.teit/ verb -tates; -tat-ed; -tat-ing 
[+ obj] : to cut off the head of (a person or animal) ■ Hun¬ 
dreds were decapitated [-beheaded] by the guillotine. ■ the 
monster’s decapitated body 

— de-cap-i-ta-tion /d^ksepa'teijan/ noun, pi -tions [non¬ 
count] death by decapitation [count] gruesome decapita¬ 
tions 

de-cath-lon /di'kaeOlsn/ noun, pi -Ions [count] : a sports 
contest for men that consists of 10 different events • the 
Olympic decathlon 

— de-cath-lete /di'kseG.liit ! noun.pl -letes [count] 
1 de-cav /dl'kei/ verb -cays; -cayed; -cay-ing 

1 : to be slowly destroyed by natural processes : to be slowly 
broken down by the natural processes that destroy a dead 
plant or body [no obj] Ibmatoes that fall off the vine will de¬ 
cay [=rot] on the ground. ■ a dead fish decaying [-decompos¬ 
ing] on the beach ■ the smell of decaying/decayed rubbish [+ 
obj] dead plants and leaves decayed by bacteria 

2 [no obj] : to slowly lose strength, health, etc. • She believes 
that the moral fiber of our society is decaying. • our decaying 
public school system ■ His mind/health is beginning to decay, 
[-decline] 

3 [no obj] of a building, area, etc. : to go slowly from a bad 
condition to a worse condition : to slowly enter a state of 
ruin " The city’s neighborhoods are decaying. 

synonyms decay, decompose, rot, putrefy, and 
spoil mean to slowly fall apart and become destroyed by 
natural processes. DECAY is the most general of these 
terms. It often suggests a slow change from a state of 
strength or perfection. ■ a decaying mansion decompose 
stresses that bacteria, worms, insects, etc., are destroying 
and breaking apart something that is dead. ■ the animal’s 
decomposing flesh ■ Eventually the vegetation decomposes 
and is mixed with dirt and used in the garden, rot is a 
close synonym of decompose but also suggests a bad 
smell. 1 Flies swarmed around the rotting fruit, putrefy 
is very similar to decompose and rot but is used to refer 
to dead people or animals and not to plants. It suggests 
that something is extremely unpleasant to see or smell. ■ 
corpses putrefying on the battlefield spoil is used when 
talking about food that is no longer safe to eat. 1 The meat 
will spoil if it is not kept cold. 

2 decav noun [noncount] : the process or result of decaying: 
such as a : the process or result of being slowly destroyed 
by natural processes ■ the decay of dead plants and leaves - 
tooth decay b : the slow loss of strength, health, etc. ■ She 
writes about the moral decay of our society. ■ We’re con¬ 
cerned about the decay [-deterioration] of our public school 
system. ■ the patient’s physical and mental decay c of a 
building, area, etc. : the process or result of going slowly 
from a bad condition to a worse condition ■ The city’s neigh¬ 
borhoods are in slow decay. 1 She wants to restore an old the¬ 
ater that is falling Into decay- [=falling into ruin] 
de-cease /di'siis/ noun [noncount ] formal : the death of a 
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person • He had many debts at the time of his decease. 

de-ceased adj : no longer living • Both his parents are de¬ 
ceased. [=dead] ■ his deceased aunt 

usage Dead and deceased both mean “no longer living,” 
but deceased is a gentler term, and people often use it 
when the person who died was close to them or when they 
are talking to someone who knew the person who died. • 
My mother is deceased. ■ Is your grandfather alive or de¬ 
ceased! 

the deceased formal: a dead person or dead people • a rel¬ 
ative of the deceased ■ Three of the deceased are being bur¬ 
ied today. 

de-ce-dent /di'si:dnt/ noun, pi -dents [count] US, law : a 
dead person ■ a tax on the estate of the decedent 

de-ceit /di'siit/ noun, pi- celts : dishonest behavior: behav¬ 
ior that is meant to fool or trick someone [noncount] He 
achieved his goals through lies and (a web of) deceit, [de¬ 
ception] ■ I began to suspect them of deceit. [ -deceitfulness ] 
[count] We were angry when we discovered that her excuse 
was really a deceit, [-lie] 

de-ceit*ful /di'sirtfal/ adj [more most ~] : not honest 
: making or trying to make someone believe something that 
is not true ■ a scheming, deceitful [dishonest] person ■ a de¬ 
ceitful answer * deceitful [deceiving] advertisements 

— de*ceit‘fuMy adv ■ He acted deceitfully. — de-ceit*ful- 
ness noun [noncount] ■ He was surprised by the child’s de¬ 
ceitfulness. 

de-ceive /di'si:v/ verb -celves; -ceived; -celv-ing : to 

make (someone) believe something that is not true [+ obj] 
Her parents punished her for trying to deceive them. ■ The 
wall doesn’t look real—it wouldn’t deceive [=foof] a child. • 
He was accused of deceiving the customer about the condi¬ 
tion of the car. ■ People who think they can eat whatever 
they want without harming their health are deceiving them¬ 
selves. ■ Unless my eyes deceive me I=unless I am mistaken 
about what I am seeing], there are no children in the room. ■ 
It’s no use deceiving ourselves into thinking [=it will not be 
helpful if we pretend] that everything will be fine, [no obj] 
Remember that appearances can deceive —just because 
something looks good doesn't mean it is good. 

— de-ceiv-er noun, pi -ers [count] — de-ceiv-lng adj [more 

most ~] ■ Appearances can be very deceiving, [decep¬ 
tive] — de-ceiv-ing-ly /di'siiviqli/ adv ■ The game is de¬ 
ceivingly [deceptively] easy. 

de*cel-er-ate /di'sela^eit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing 

1 : to move slower : to lose speed [no obj] He decelerated 

[=slowed down] as he neared the exit on the highway. ■ The 
car slowly decelerated. [+ obj] decelerate an airplane/auto¬ 
mobile -opposite ACCELERATE 

2 : to cause (something) to happen more slowly [+ obj] de¬ 
celerate soil erosion ■ decelerate economic growth [no obj] 
Economic growth is decelerating. [=happening more slowly] 

— de-cel-er-a-tion /diisela'rei/an/ noun [noncount] • the 
airplane’s deceleration • the deceleration of soil erosion 

De-cem-ber /di'sembay noun, pi -bers : the 12th and last 
month of the year [noncount] Her birthday is in late Decem¬ 
ber. ■ The first snow of that winter came in (early/mid-/late) 
December. ■ The party is on the 10th of December. = (US) The 
party is on December 10th. = The party is on December the 
10th. [count] This December was not as cold as the past few 
Decembers have been. — abbr. Dec. 

de-cen-cy /'diisijsi/ noun, pi -cies 

1 [noncount] : polite, moral, and honest behavior and atti¬ 
tudes that show respect for other people ■ Decency, not fear 
of punishment, caused them to do the right thing. ■ Their be¬ 
havior goes beyond the bounds of decency. [=it is not decent 
or acceptable] ■ Sending aid to the victims was simply a mat¬ 
ter of common decency. ■ If you’re going to be late, please 
have the decency to call and let me know. ■ Have you no 
sense of decency ? 

2 decencies [plural] formal : the behaviors that people in a 
society consider to be proper or acceptable ■ He had been 
taught to observe the ordinary decencies. 

descent /'diisnt/ adj [more most ~] 

1 a : polite, moral, and honest • I don’t understand how so 
decent a person could be involved with this kind of crime. ■ 
decent , hardworking people ■ He is a decent guy who would 
help anyone in need. ■ You need to do the decent thing and 
tell her what happened, b somewhat informal : showing 
kindness : seeming to care about the feelings or problems of 
other people • It’s really decent [=nice. thoughtful ] of them to 


help us like this. ■ I apologized for the damage to his car, and 
he was pretty decent [= understanding ] about it. 

2 : good enough but not the best: adequate or acceptable • 
She’s a decent [-fairly good] tennis player. ■ They can’t afford 
decent [-adequate] housing. ■ Are there any decent schools in 
that area? ■ They served us a decent (enough) meal. ■ I’ve got 
to get some decent clothes. "He makes a decent living. = He 
has a job making/eaming decent money. • a halfway decent 
[=pretty good] movie 

3 : appropriate or suitable ■ I know you’ve got a lot to do, 
but try to get to bed at a decent hour. [=at a time that is not 
too late at night] ■ We were asked to wait a decent interval 
[=wait for an appropriate amount of time] before making the 
announcement. — opposite indecent 

4 : not using language that offends people : not including 
behavior or ideas that people commonly find offensive ■ 
Please keep your jokes decent —there are children in the 
room. — opposite indecent 

5 informal : wearing enough clothes : wearing clothes that 
cover enough of your body so that you are not embarrassed 
if someone sees you ■ I can’t come to the door right now— 
I’m not decent. Wait a minute, OK? • Can I come in? Are you 
decent ? 

— de-cent-ly adv • He’s fair and always treats everyone de¬ 
cently. ■ The book is selling decently [= fairly well \ well 
enough] but we were expecting it to sell better. ■ decently 
dressed 

de-cen-traMze also Brit de*cen*traMse /di'sentr3,laiz/ 
verb -iz*es; -ized; -iz-ing : to change (something) by taking 
control, power, etc., from one person or group and giving it 
to many people or groups throughout an area [+ obj] The 
plan is to decentralize the school system and give each dis¬ 
trict control over its own policies. • a highly decentralized or¬ 
ganization (=an organization in which many people have 
power! [no obj] The organization has decided to decentral¬ 
ize. 

— de-cen-tral-i-za-tion also Brit de*cen*traM«sa*tlon 

/dhsentrala'zei/an, Brit di,sentr3,lai'zei/3n/ noun [singu¬ 
lar] a decentralization of power [noncount] government 
decentralization 

de-cep«tion /dr'sep/an/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : the act of making someone believe something 
that is not true : the act of deceiving someone ■ She accuses 
the company of willful deception in its advertising. ■ The arti¬ 
cle describes the government’s use of deception [-deceit] to 
gain public support for the program. ■ She practiced decep¬ 
tion on her unsuspecting clients. [=she deceived them] 

2 [count] : an act or statement intended to make people be¬ 
lieve something that is not true ■ His many deceptions did not 
become known until years after he died. ■ It was a misunder¬ 
standing on her part, not a deliberate deception on his (part). 
(=he didn’t try to deceive her or lie to her] ■ a clever decep¬ 
tion [-trick] — see also self-deception 

de-cep-tive /di'septiv/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : intended to make someone believe something that is not 
true ■ The article accuses the company of deceptive [-mis¬ 
leading] advertising. ■ The low price is deceptive, [^deceiving, 
misleading] Many fees are added to it before the purchase is 
complete. 

2 : likely to make someone believe something that is not 
true ■ the deceptive simplicity of the lyrics [=the lyrics are not 
as simple as they seem] * Don’t buy the car without driving it 
first—appearances can be deceptive. [=something can look 
much better than it actually is] 

— de*cep*tlve-ly adv • deceptively simple lyrics ■ deceptively 
low prices 

deci'bel /'des3,bel/ noun, pi -bels [count] technical : a unit 
for measuring how loud a sound is ■ a rock concert blasting 
music at 110 decibels ■ suffered hearing loss from repeated 
exposure to high decibels [=to loud sounds] — abbr. dB 

de»cide /di'said/ verb -cides; -cid-ed; -cld-lng 
1 a : to make a choice about (something): to choose (some¬ 
thing) after thinking about it [+ obj] He decided that dinner 
would be at 7 o’clock, and asked guests to arrive at 6. — of¬ 
ten followed by to + verb ■ She decided to go along with us. ■ 
They have decided not to leave. — often + what, where, 
whether, if, etc. • Have you decided what you’d like for break¬ 
fast? ■ He is having trouble deciding which school to go to. • 
She says she’ll decide by January whether (or not) to run for 
office. ■ We are deciding if we should stay, [no obj] She is 
having difficulty deciding about the offer. ■ I decided in favor 
of the other candidate. [=1 chose the other candidate] • Vot- 
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ers must decide between the two candidates. [=voters must 
choose one or the other candidate] ■ You have to decide for 
yourself. [=you are the only one who can decide] ■ I decided 
against telling her. [=1 decided not to tell her] b : to choose 
whether or not to believe (something) after thinking about it 
: to reach a conclusion about (something) because of evi¬ 
dence [+ obj\ They decided that he was right. ■ I am trying to 
decide if it’s warm enough for swimming, [no obj] “Do you 
think she is telling the truth?” “I’m not sure. I’m still trying 
to decide .” 

2 : to cause (something) to end in a particular way : to deter¬ 
mine what the result of (something) will be [+ obj\ A few 
hundred votes could decide the election. ■ One blow decided 
the fight. ■ This battle could very well decide the war. [no 
obj\ Will the business be successful? Let the public decide. — 
often used as deciding ■ the deciding game in the series [=the 
game that determines who wins the series] ■ The vice presi¬ 
dent will cast the deciding vote. 

3 law : to end (a court case) in a particular way : to make a 
judgment in a court of law [+ obj] The case will be decided 
by the Supreme Court, [no obj\ The court decided against 
the defendant. [=the defendant was found guilty] ■ The court 
decided in favor of the plaintiff. = (less commonly) The court 
decided for the plaintiff. [=the plaintiff won the case] 
decide on/upon [phrasal verb] decide on/upon (something) 

: to choose (something) after thinking about the possible 
choices ■ He decided on blue rather than green. ■ We 
looked at all the cats in the pet store and finally decided on 
a little black-and-white one. ■ I am having trouble deciding 
on a gift for them. 

deciding factor 1 : something that causes you to make a 
particular decision ■ The deciding factor was cost. [=the de¬ 
cision was based on cost; the least expensive option was 
chosen] ■ His lack of experience was the deciding factor in 
my decision not to hire him. 2 : something that causes 
something to end a particular way ■ His home run was the 
deciding factor in the game. [=his home run won the game] 
decided adj, always used before a noun : clear and definite 
: easy to notice ■ The team has a decided [=clear, obvious ] ad¬ 
vantage in this competition. ■ The new paint on the house is a 
decided [=dejinite] improvement. 
de*cid*ed-ly /di'saidadli/ adv 

1 : clearly and definitely : in a way that is easy to notice ■ 
The phrases have decidedly different meanings. ■ The movie 
received decidedly mixed reviews. [=received very good re¬ 
views and very bad reviews] 

2 chiefly Brit : in a way that shows that you are certain : in a 
way that shows that you have no doubt ■ She answered the 
question decidedly: “No, I will not lie for him.” 

de-cid-er /di'saida 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : the last part of a 
game or competition that will decide a winner — usually sin¬ 
gular ■ The series is tied 3-3, and the decider [=the last game 
of the series; the deciding game] will be played tonight. 
de*Cid*U*OUS /di'sicfeawas/ adj, of a tree, bush, etc. : having 
leaves that fall off every year • the bare branches of a decidu¬ 
ous tree in winter ■ the region’s deciduous forests [=forests 
that are made up of deciduous trees] ■ deciduous and conifer¬ 
ous trees/forests 

1 dec-i»mal /'desamal/ adj, mathematics : based on the num¬ 
ber 10 ■ the decimal system ■ a number with three decimal 
places [=a number with three digits that follow the decimal 
point; a number like 1.234 or .567] ■ In the number 8.901, the 
9 is in the first decimal place. 

2 decimal noun, pi -rnals [count] mathematics : a number 
that is written with a dot between the part of the number 
that is equal to 1 or more and the part of the number that is 
less than 1 ■ The number 67.398 is a decimal. It is equal to the 
whole number 67 plus the decimal .398. ■ Seven-tenths writ¬ 
ten as a decimal is .7. Seven-tenths written as a fraction is 36n. 

■ The decimal .2 is equal to the fraction 7io. — called also 
decimal fraction 

decimal point noun, pi ~ points [count] mathematics 
: the dot (as in .678 or 3.678) that separates a whole number 
from tenths, hundredths, etc. 

dec-i-mate /'des3,meit/ verb -mates; -mat-ed; -mating 

[+ obj] 

1 : to destroy a large number of (plants, animals, people, 
etc.) ■ This kind of moth is responsible for decimating thou¬ 
sands of trees in our town. — usually used as (be) decimated 

■ The bay’s lobsters have been decimated by disease. ■ The vil¬ 
lage/population was decimated by plague. 

2 : to severely damage or destroy a large part of (something) 


■ Budget cuts have decimated public services in small towns. 

— usually used as (be) decimated ■ The landscape is decimat¬ 
ed by pollution. ■ the company’s decimated stock prices 

— dec-i-ma-tion Adesa'mei/an/ noun [ noncount ] 
de*ci-pher /di'saifa-/ verb -phers; -phered; -pher-ing [+ 

obj] ; to find the meaning of (something that is difficult to 
read or understand) ■ decipher [=decode] a secret message ■ 
The ancient scrolls were recently deciphered. [=translated] ■ 
We spent hours trying to decipher [=jigure out] the lyrics to 
the song. ■ I couldn’t decipher his sloppy handwriting. 

— de-ci-pher*able /d^saifarebal/ adj [more most ■ 
barely decipherable handwriting — de«ci«pher»ment 
/di'saifamant/ noun [noncount] ■ the decipherment of the 
ancient scrolls 

de«ci«sion /di'si33n/ noun, pi -sions 

1 [count] : a choice that you make about something after 
thinking about it : the result of deciding ■ She announced 
her decision to go to medical school. ■ a big/controversial/fi¬ 
nal decision ■ Have you made/reached a decision ? ■ After 
weeks of deliberation, he finally came to a decision. = After 
weeks of deliberation, he finally arrived at a decision. ■ He 
based his decision on facts, not emotions. ■ She made a con¬ 
scious decision to leave the painting unfinished. ■ (Brit) The 
government has taken a decision to withdraw all troops. 
[=the government has made an important and official deci¬ 
sion to withdraw all troops] ■ an informed decision [=a deci¬ 
sion based on facts or information] ■ a split-second decision 
[=a decision that must be made in an instant] ^ In informal 
spoken English, someone who says “Decisions, decisions ” is 
having difficulty making a decision, usually about an unim¬ 
portant matter. ■ “ Decisions , decisions. I can’t decide which 
flavor of ice cream to get.” 

2 [noncount] formal: the ability to make choices quickly and 
confidently ■ a leader of courage and decision [= decisiveness ] 

■ We need someone who will act with decision even under 
pressure. — opposite indecision 

3 [count] a : the particular end of a legal or official argu¬ 
ment : a legal or official judgment ■ The U.S. Supreme 
Court’s 1954 decision brought an end to racial segregation in 
public schools. ■ The Supreme Court handed down a 5-4 de¬ 
cision. [=five members of the court voted one way, and the 
other four members voted the opposite way, and the side 
with the five votes won] ■ The appeals court upheld the deci¬ 
sion. [=the appeals court agreed with the decision made ear¬ 
lier by a lower court] ■ The appeals court overturned the de¬ 
cision. [=the appeals court disagreed with the decision made 
earlier by a lower court] b : a report explaining why a legal 
or official judgment was made in a particular way ■ the 
court’s ten-page decision 

4 [ noncount ] : the act of deciding something ■ The moment 
of decision has come. You must decide. ■ The judge has the 
power of decision. [=the judge has the power to make the de¬ 
cision] 

decision—making noun [noncount] : the act or process of 
deciding something especially with a group of people ■ The 
project will require some difficult decision-making. • All 
members of the organization have a role in decision-making. 

— often used before another noun ■ the company’s decision¬ 
making process 

de«CI-sive /di'saisiv/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : able to make choices quickly and confidently ■ You must 
be decisive and persistent to succeed in this competitive field. 

■ I stood there wondering what to do, but my sister was more 
decisive and immediately went to the phone. ■ a decisive lead¬ 
er ■ In emergency situations, one must be able to take deci¬ 
sive action. [=to act quickly and with confidence] 

— opposite INDECISIVE 

2 : causing something to end in a particular way : determin¬ 
ing what the result of something will be ■ She cast the deci¬ 
sive [= deciding ] vote. ■ The fight ended with a decisive blow. ■ 
the decisive battle of the war ■ The poverty of his childhood 
played a decisive role in his adult life. ■ The meeting is seen as 
a decisive step toward a peace treaty. A decisive factor is 
a reason to make a particular choice or decision. ■ The deci¬ 
sive factor [^decidingfactor] was cost. ■ His lack of experience 
was the decisive factor in my decision not to hire him. 

3 : very clear and obvious ■ a decisive victory/win/advantage 

— de-ci-sive-ly adv ■ You must be able to act decisively to 
succeed in this competitive field. ■ She decisively rejected 
their proposal. — de*ci*sive*ness noun [noncount] • The 
job requires decisiveness [= decision ] and persistence. 

1 deck /'dek/ noun, pi decks 
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1 : a flat surface that forms the main outside floor of a boat 
or ship {count] We stood on the deck and watched dolphins 
swim near the ship, [noncount] A number of passengers had 
come on deck. 4- When you are below deck or below decks, 
you are in the section of a boat or ship that is under the 
deck. ■ We went below deck to our cabin. • I stowed my gear 
below decks. ^ The phrase all hands on deck is used to call 
all people on a boat or ship to the deck to do work that must 
be done. ■ We heard the captain shout "All hands on deckY' as 
waves crashed over the boat’s bow. 

2 [count] a : one of the levels on a bus, ship, etc. ■ the low¬ 
er/middle/upper deck ■ a seat on the streetcar’s top deck ■ a 
cabin on B deck b : one of the seating levels in a sports sta¬ 
dium ■ We sat in the lower/upper deck. 

3 [count] chiefly US : a wood structure that has a floor but no 
walls or roof, is attached to a house or other building, and is 
used for sitting and relaxing ■ We ate out on the deck. ■ You 
can see into three different states from the mountaintop res¬ 
taurant’s observation deck. [=a platform built so that people 
can see or watch something] — see picture at house 

4 [count] chiefly US : a complete set of playing cards : a 
group of 52 playing cards ■ The dealer shuffled the deck (of 
cards). — called also pack 4- In informal U.S. English, some¬ 
one who is not playing with a full deck is not able to think or 
act in a normal way. ■ “He seemed a little weird.” “Yeah, he’s 
not playing with a full deck." 

5 [count] : tape deck 

dear the decks also clear the deck : to get ready for ac¬ 
tion or for something new : to get rid of something to 
make room for something else • He wants to clear the decks 
before the election campaign starts. ■ Firing the CEO will 
clear the decks for change within the company. 
hit the deck see ‘hit 

on deck US 1 baseball: waiting to bat next ■ Smith is bat¬ 
ting and Jones is on deck. 2 informal : next in a series ■ 
The band’s new song is on deck [-next] after this commer¬ 
cial break. —see also ‘deck 1 (above) 

2 deck verb decks; decked; decking [+ obj] 

1 : to decorate (something) ■ We spent hours decking the 
chapel with flowers before the wedding. — see also decked 
out 2 (below) 

2 informal : to knock (someone) down by hitting very hard ■ 
He decked him with one punch. 

decked out 1 : dressed in a very fancy way ■ We got all 
decked out f«r the occasion. — often + in ■ She was decked 
out in furs. ■ guys decked out in fancy tuxedos ■ She was all 
decked out in a new dress. 2 : decorated in a fancy way — 
often + with ■ a room decked out with hundreds of little 
lights 

deck chair noun, pi * chairs [count] : a chair that can be 
folded up and that is used for sittingoutside on the deck of a 
ship, on a beach, etc. 

deck-hand /'dek,haend/ noun, pi -hands [count] : a work¬ 
er on a ship who does work that does not require special 
training 

deck-ing /'dekiij/ noun [noncount] : material that is used to 
build a deck (sense 3) ■ wooden decking 
deck shoe noun, pi ■ shoes [count] : a flat shoe that is 
usually made of thick cloth and has a rubber bottom 
de-claim /di'kleim/ verb -claims; -claimed; -claim-ing 
formal : to say (something) in usually a loud and formal way 
[+ obj] The actress declaimed her lines with passion, [no obj\ 
The speakers declaimed on a variety of issues. 

— dec-la-ma-tion ^dekla'meijan/ noun, pi -tions [count, 
noncount] 

de-clam-a-to-ry /di'klaemajtori, Brit di'klaematri/ adj 
[more most ~] formal: expressing feelings or opinions in 
a way that is loud and forceful ■ declamatory speeches/state¬ 
ments 

dec-la-ra-tion ^dekla'reijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : the act of making an official statement about something 
: the act of declaring something ■ The government has made/ 
issued a declaration of war on/against its enemies, [non¬ 
count] We awaited the declaration [-announcement] of the 
results. ■ The case was ended by declaration of a mistrial. 

2 [count] : something that is stated or made known in an of¬ 
ficial or public way ■ a declaration of love ■ You will need to 
make a declaration of your income. 

3 [count]: a document that contains an official statement: a 
document that makes a declaration — usually singular ■ The 
museum has a copy of the country’s declaration of indepen¬ 
dence/sovereignty. ■ the American Declaration of Indepen¬ 


dence ■ Every 4th of July, we read a copy of the Declaration. 
[=the U.S. Declaration of Independence] 

de-clar-a-tive /di'klerativ/ adj, grammar : having the form 
of a statement rather than a question or a command ■ “They 
went to school" is a declarative sentence. — compare imper¬ 
ative, INTERROGATIVE 

the declarative grammar : the form that a phrase or sen¬ 
tence has when it is stating something • “They went to 
school" is in the declarative. 

de-clare /di'klea/ verb -dares; -dared; -clar-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to say or state (something) in an official or public way ■ 
She publicly declared [=< announced] her opposition to the 
plan. • The government has just declared a state of emergen¬ 
cy. ■ The company was forced to declare bankruptcy. [=to 
formally say in a legal document that it was bankrupt] ■ He 
declared himself the winner. = He declared that he was the 
winner. = He declared victory. 

2 : to say (something) in a strong and confident way ■ He still 
declares [=aflirms, asserts] his innocence. ■ She declared [= an¬ 
nounced ] that she would not attend the party under any cir¬ 
cumstances. ■ He openly declared his love for her. 
synonyms see assert 

3 a : to tell the government about (money you have earned 
or received) in order to pay taxes ■ They failed to declare all 
of their earnings on their tax return, b : to list and show the 
cost of (something bought in a different country) so that you 
can pay taxes on it ■ Large purchases must be declared at 
customs. ■ Do you have anything to declare ? 

declare against [phrasal verb] declare against (someone or 
something) Brit, formal : to officially say that you oppose 
(someone or something) ■ She declared against the govern¬ 
ment’s policies. 

declare for [phrasal verb] 1 declare for (something) US : to 
officially say that you will take part in (something) ■ a col¬ 
lege basketball player who declared for the NBA draft after 
his junior year 2 declare for (someone or something) Brit, 
formal : to officially say that you support (someone or 
something) ■ He declared for the plan. 
declare war : to officially decide to fight or go to war ■ Con¬ 
gress has the power to declare war on/against other coun¬ 
tries. — often used figuratively ■ The state has declared war 
on illiteracy. 

— declared acjj ■ His declared [=publicly stated] aim/goal/ 
intention is to improve the city’s downtown area. 

de-clas-si-fy /di'klaes3,fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing [+ obj] 
: to allow the public to see or learn about (something that 
has been a secret) * The government has not yet declassified 
that information. 

— de-clas-si-fi-ca-tion /dijklaesafa'keifan/ noun [non¬ 
count] • the declassification of a secret document 
— declassified adj ■ a declassified document 

de-claw /di'kla:/ verb -claws; -clawed; -claw-ing [+ obj] 
: to permanently remove the claws of (a cat) ■ We had our 
cats declawed. 

1 decline /di'klain/ verb -dines; -dined; -clin-ing 

1 [no obj] : to become lower in amount or less in number ■ 
Oil prices continue to decline. [=decrease, fall] ■ The con¬ 
struction of new houses declined five percent this year. ■ The 
animal’s numbers are declining rapidly. 

2 [no obj]: to become worse in condition or quality ■ The pa¬ 
tient’s condition has declined, [-worsened, deteriorated] ■ My 
grandmother’s health has been declining since she broke her 
hip. ■ The civilization began to decline around 1000 B.C. 

3 somewhat formal a [+ obj] : to say that you will not or 
cannot do something ■ The company declined comment on 
the scandal. — usually followed by to + verb • The company 
declined to comment on the scandal. ■ She declined to run for 
a second term as governor, b : to say no to something in a 
polite way [+ obj] Regretfully, we have to decline [=turn 
down] the invitation to your wedding. ■ He changed his mind 
and declined the company’s offer, [no obj] I invited him, but 
he declined. — opposite accept 

4 [+ obj] grammar : to list the different forms of (a noun, 
pronoun, or adjective) ■ We had to decline the Latin adjective 
“brevis” on our test. 

— de-clin-er /di’klaina-/ noun, pi -ers [count] ■ There were 
more advancers than decliners [=stocks that decreased in 
value] in the stock market today. — de-clin-ing 
/di'klamiq/ adj • declining health ■ in her declining years 
[=in the last years of her life] 

2 decline noun, pi -dines 

1 : the process of becoming worse in condition or quality 
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[noncount] a period of economic decline • He says that Amer¬ 
ican industry is in a state of decline. • There was a general 
feeling that the country was in decline. [=was becoming less 
powerful, wealthy, etc.] • The town fell/went into decline af¬ 
ter the factory closed down, [count] — usually singular ■ He 
has experienced a decline in health. • the decline and fall of 
the Roman empire ■ The company’s products suffered a de¬ 
cline in quality. ■ a gradual physical/mental decline 
2 : a change to a lower number or amount [count] The 
economy experienced a decline of two million jobs. ■ We saw 
a sharp/steep decline in sales this month. • Declines led ad¬ 
vances at the end of the trading day. [noncount] There was 
some decline in stock prices at the end of the trading session. 
on the decline : becoming worse in condition or less in size, 
amount, number, etc. : declining ■ His health is on the de¬ 
cline. ■ Sales are on the decline. 

de-code /di'koud/ verb -codes; -cod-ed; -cod-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to change (secret messages, documents, etc.) from a set 
of letters, numbers, symbols, etc., you cannot understand 
into words you can understand • The government agents fi¬ 
nally decoded [=deciphered] the message. — compare code, 

ENCODE 

2 : to find or understand the true or hidden meaning of 
(something) ■ Readers can easily decode the novel’s imagery. 
• I’m trying to decode the expression on her face. 

3 technical: to change signals for a radio, television, etc., to 
a form that can be heard or seen correctly ■ The box decodes 
the digital signal for your CD player. 

de-cod-er /di'kouda*/ noun, pi -ers [count] technical : an 
electronic device that changes signals for a radio, television, 
etc., to a form that can be heard or seen correctly 
de-COMe*tage /dei,ka:l3'ta:3/ noun [noncount ]: the top of 
a woman’s dress, blouse, etc., that is cut very low so the top 
of the woman’s breasts can be seen 

— de-col-le-te /dei,ka:l'tei/ a4j ■ a decollete dress 
de-col-o-ni-za-tion also Brit de-col-o-ni-sa-tion 

/dijka-.lana'zeijan, Brit dhknb.nai'zeijsn/ noun [noncount] 
: the process of making a colony or a group of colonies inde¬ 
pendent ■ the British decolonization of India 
de-COITI-mis-sion Adi.ka'mijan/ verb -sions; -sioned; 
-sion-ing [+ obj] : to officially stop using (a ship, weapon, 
dam, etc.) : to remove (something) from service ■ Several 
military bases are scheduled to be decommissioned. ■ The 
government is decommissioning the nuclear power plant, 
de-com-pose /^irkam'pouz/ verb -pos-es; -posed; 
-pos-ing 

1 : to cause something (such as dead plants and the bodies of 
dead animals) to be slowly destroyed and broken down by 
natural processes, chemicals, etc. [+ obj] Bacteria and fungi 
help decompose organic matter. ■ partially decomposed bod¬ 
ies [no obj] The wood on our deck is beginning to decom¬ 
pose. [=(less formally) rot] • the smell of decomposing leaves 
synonyms see ‘decay 

2 technical : to cause something (such as a chemical) to be 
separated into smaller or simpler parts [+ obj] decompose a 
chemical compound [no obj] The compound will decom¬ 
pose in the presence of light. 

— de-com-po-si-tion /d^kcrmpa'zijan/ noun [noncount] ■ 
The wood is already showing signs of decomposition. ■ the 
decomposition of organic matter 

de-com-press ^diikam'pres/ verb -press-es; -pressed; 
-press-ing 

1 : to release or reduce the physical pressure on something 
[+ obj] Surgery decompressed the vertebrae, [no obj] Once 
pressure was released, the vertebrae decompressed. 

2 [+ obj] computers : to change (a computer file that has been 
made smaller) back to its original size by using special soft¬ 
ware ■ The file must be decompressed before it can be read. 

3 [no obj] US, informal : to rest and relax ■ After their busy 
week, they needed some time to decompress. [=unwind] 

— de-com-pres-sion ^dr.kam'prejan/ noun [noncount] ■ 
The divers underwent decompression. [=a process in which 
air pressure is slowly decreased to allow a person who has 
been deep underwater to adapt safely to the pressure at the 
surface] ■ data/file decompression 

decompression chamber noun, pi ~ -bers [count ]: a 
small room that allows a person (such as an ocean diver) to 
slowly experience lower amounts of air pressure until nor¬ 
mal air pressure is reached 

decompression sickness noun [noncount] medical see 
the bends at 2 bend 3 

de-COn-ges-tant Adiikan'cfocstant/ noun, pi -tants [count, 


noncount] : a medicine that helps stop thick fluid from 
building up in your nose, throat, or chest when you have a 
cold or similar illness 

de-COn-StriiC-tion /(diikan'strAkJan/ noun [noncount] 
technical: a theory used in the study of literature or philoso¬ 
phy which says that a piece of writing does not have just one 
meaning and that the meaning depends on the reader 

- de-con-struct /.dirkan'strAkt/ verb -structs; -struct- 
ed; -struct-ing [+ obj] ■ deconstruct a literary passage 

de-con-tam-i-nate /,di:k3n't£em3,neit/ verb -nates; -nat- 
ed; -nat-ing (+ obj] : to remove dirty or dangerous sub¬ 
stances (such as radioactive material) from (a person, thing, 
place, etc.) ■ Special workers were called in to decontaminate 
the area after the oil spill. 

- de-con-tam-i-na-tion /^irkan^sema'neijan/ noun [non- 
count] ■ the decontamination of drinking water 

de-COr or de-cor /dei'koas ‘de^koa*/ noun, pi -cors : the 
way that a room or the inside of a building is decorated 
[count] — usually singular ■ We loved the decor of the restau¬ 
rant. • It had a very elegant decor, [noncount] The store of¬ 
fers a lot in home decor. 

dec-O-rate /'dcka.reit/ verb -rates; -rat-ed; -rat-ing 

1 : to make (something) more attractive usually by putting 
something on it [+ obj] Several expensive paintings decorate 
[ -adorn ] the walls. ■ I always enjoy decorating the Christmas 
tree. ■ I decorated my apartment in dark colors. ■ a beautiful¬ 
ly decorated box — often + with ■ We’re going to decorate the 
room with balloons and flowers for her birthday party. • The 
gift was beautifully decorated with lace and ribbons, [no obj] 

1 love decorating [^putting up decorations] for the holidays. 

2 [+ obj] : to give a medal or award to (someone, such as a 
soldier) — usually used as (be) decorated ■ He was decorated 
for courage during the war. ■ a decorated war veteran 

dec-Q-ra-tion /ideka'rei/an/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : something that is added to something else to make it 
more attractive [count] The vase has a fancy decoration on 
one side. ■ a box of Christmas decorations [=omaments] 
[noncount] a plain sweater knit without decoration ■ The han¬ 
dles are not just for decoration [=are not just decorative], 
they serve a practical purpose. 

2 [noncount] : the act of decorating something (such as a 
room) ■ He’s a genius at home decoration. ■ a unique style of 
decoration • She is certified to do interior decoration, [interi¬ 
or design] 

3 [count] : a medal or award that is given to someone for do¬ 
ing something brave or honorable (such as fighting bravely 
in a war) • He received a decoration from the President. 

dec-o-ra-tive /'dckrstiv/ adj [more most ~] : used to 
make something more attractive : used for decoration ■ We 
added some decorative details/elements/touches to the 
room. ■ decorative [= ornamental ] shrubs ■ The handles are 
decorative and practical. 

- dec-o-ra-tive-ly adv • Arrange the fruit decoratively in 
the bowl. 

dec-O-ra-tor /'deka^eita 1 / noun, pi -tors [count]: a person 
who decorates something especially as a job - a cake decora¬ 
tor ■ They hired a decorator to redesign their dining room. ■ 
She became an interior decorator, [interior designer] 
dec-o-rous /'dckaros/ adj [more most ~] formal : cor¬ 
rect and polite in a particular situation ■ We expect decorous 
[=proper] behavior/conduct from our students. ■ a decorous 
[= civilized , respectable] young woman 

- dec-o-rous-ly adv 

de-CO-rum /di'koram/ noun [noncount] formal : correct or 
proper behavior that shows respect and good manners ■ He 
has no sense of decorum. ■ Court decorum [^proper behavior 
in a courtroom] requires that all parties address the judge as 
“Your Honor.’’ 

de-COy /'di:,koi/ noun, pi -coys [count] 

1 : a wooden or plastic bird (such as a duck) that is used by 
hunters to attract live birds 

2 : a person or thing that attracts people’s attention so they 
will not notice someone or something else ■ He had a decoy 
distract the guard while he jumped over the fence. 

- de-coy /di'k h oi/ verb -coys; -coyed; -coy-ing [+ obj] • 
Hunters decoyed the ducks to the pond. 

1 de-crease /di'kriis/ verb -creas-es; -creased; -creas¬ 
ing 

1 [no obj]: to become smaller in size, amount, number, etc. ■ 
Sales decreased by five percent this year. ■ The population is 
decreasing steadily. = The population is steadily decreasing in 
size. 
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2 [+ obj] : to make (something) smaller in size, amount, 
number, etc. ■ By exercising often, you can decrease [re¬ 
duce, lower] your chance of developing heart disease. ■ The 
driver decreased her speed as she approached the curve. • 
These changes will decrease our expenses. — opposite in¬ 
crease 

— decreased adj • The patient has a decreased appetite. ■ a 
decreased risk of heart disease — decreasingly adv • The 
medication has been decreasingly effective. [=has gradually 
been becoming less effective] 

2 de«crease /'di:,kri:s/ noun, pi -creas-es 

1 : the act of becoming smaller or of making something 
smaller in size, amount, number, etc. [count] Studies report 
a recent decrease in traffic accidents. ■ We’ve had a decrease 
[-reduction] in the number of students enrolling in the 
school. ■ significant decreases in activity [noncount] Because 
of the injury, some decrease in mobility is to be expected. 

2 [count] : the amount by which something is made smaller ■ 
The report showed decreases [reductions] of between 20 and 
30 percent. ■ a decrease of three dollars — opposite in¬ 
crease 

on the decrease : becoming less in size, amount, number, 
etc.: decreasing • The number of college applications is on 
the decrease, [-on the decline] 

1 de-cree /di'kri:/ noun, pi -crees 

1 : an official order given by a person with power or by a 
government [count] The President issued a decree making 
the day a national holiday. ■ The soldiers read the people a 
royal decree. [=an order given by a king or queen] ■ a papal 
decree [=a decree from a Pope] [noncount] He took his posi¬ 
tion by decree [=because of a decree] of the national govern¬ 
ment. ■ by royal decree 

2 : an official decision made by a court of law [count] She 
tried to have the court’s decree [-judgment, ruling] reversed. ■ 
a divorce decree [noncount] Their marriage was annulled by 
judicial decree. 

2 decree verb -crees; -creed; -cree-ing : to order or decide 
(something) in an official way 1+ obj] The government de¬ 
creed a national holiday. ■ The change was decreed by the 
President. ■ The City Council has decreed that all dogs must 
be kept on a leash, [no obj] He was favored to win, but fate 
decreed otherwise. [=it was not his fate to win; he did not 
win] 

de«crep*it /di'krepat/ adj [more most ~] : old and in bad 
condition or poor health ■ The decrepit [=run-down. dilapi¬ 
dated] building was badly in need of repair. ■ My decrepit car 
barely starts. • a decrepit old man 
de*crep"i*tude /di'krcpajtuid, Brit di'krep3,tju:d/ noun 
[noncount] formal : the state of being old and in bad condi¬ 
tion or poor health • The house has fallen into decrepitude. 
de*crim-i*nal-ize also Brit de-crim-i-nal-ise 
/di'knm3n3,laiz/ verb -iz-es; -ized; -iz»ing [+ obj]: to make 
(something that is illegal) legal by changing the law ■ He be¬ 
lieves that the government should decriminalize [= legalize ] 
the use of marijuana. 

- de-crim-i-nal-i-za-tion also Brit de-crim-i-naM-sa- 
tion /dhknmanala'zeijan, Brit dhknmana.lai'zeijan/ noun 
[noncount] ■ the decriminalization of marijuana 

de«cry /dl'krai/ verb -cries; -cried; -cry-ing [+ obj] formal 
: to say publicly and forcefully that you regard (something) 
as bad, wrong, etc. ■ In her article, she decries the pollution 
of the environment by manufacturers. ■ Parents decried 
[=condemned] the movie’s emphasis on sex. ■ Violence on 
television is generally decried as harmful to children, 
dedicate /’dedi.keit/ verb -cates; -cat-ed; -cat-ing [+ 
obj] : to officially make (something) a place for honoring or 
remembering a person, event, etc. ■ The new park was dedi¬ 
cated today. — often + to ■ The memorial is dedicated to all 
the soldiers who died in the war. 

dedicate to [phrasal verb] 1 dedicate (something) to (some¬ 
thing) : to decide that (something) will be used for (a spe¬ 
cial purpose) : to use (time, money, energy, attention, etc.) 
for (something) ■ She dedicates 10 percent of each pay- 
check to her savings. ■ He dedicated [=devoted] his life/time 
to helping the poor. = He dedicated himself to helping the 
poor. [=he used his time, energy, etc., to help the poor] ■ 
After graduating from college, he dedicated himself to his 
career. 2 dedicate (something) to (someone) : to say that 
(a book, song, etc.) was written or is being performed to 
honor or express affection for (someone) ■ She dedicated 
her first novel to her father. ■ I would like to dedicate this 
next song to my mother. 


dedicated adj 

1 [more most ~]: having very strong support for or loyal¬ 
ty to a person, group, cause, etc. ■ the band’s most dedicated 
[=devoted] fans ■ They are a group of highly dedicated [= com¬ 
mitted, enthusiastic] individuals. ■ He is a dedicated teacher. = 
He is dedicated to the teaching profession. 

2 always used before a noun, technical : used only for one 
particular purpose ■ We have a dedicated phone line for our 
computer. [=a phone line that we use only for our computer] 

ded*i*ca*tion /,dedi'keij3n/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : a feeling of very strong support for or loyalty 
to someone or something : the quality or state of being ded¬ 
icated to a person, group, cause, etc. ■ It took a lot of hard 
work and dedication, but we managed to finish the project 
on time. — often + to ■ We admire her dedication to helping 
the poor. ■ his tireless/unwavering dedication to the cause 

2 [count] \ a message at the beginning of a book, song, etc., 
saying that it was written or is being performed in order to 
honor or express affection for someone — often + to ■ His 
novel includes a brief dedication to his family. 

3 [count] : the act of officially saying that something (such as 
a new building) was created for a particular purpose (such as 
worship) or to remember or honor a particular person • the 
dedication of the temple ■ They celebrated the dedication of 
the new building with a ribbon-cutting ceremony. — some¬ 
times used before another noun ■ dedication ceremonies 

de-duce /di'duis, Brit di'dju:s/ verb -duc«es; -duced; 
-duC'ing [+ obj] formal : to use logic or reason to form (a 
conclusion or opinion about something) : to decide (some¬ 
thing) after thinking about the known facts ■ Scientists use 
several methods to deduce [= determine] the age of ancient 
objects. ■ They deduced [= concluded] that he was present at 
the scene of the crime. — often + from ■ A word’s meaning 
can often be deduced from its context. 

de*duct /di'dAkt/ verb -ducts; -duct-ed; -duct-ing [+ obj] 
: to take away (something, especially an amount of money) 
from a total ■ When paying our taxes, can we deduct [=. sub¬ 
tract] the cost of our child’s education? ■ You can deduct up 
to $500 for money given to charity. — often + from • Deduct 
the points from the total score. ■ Payments are directly de¬ 
ducted from [=taken out of] your bank account. — opposite 

CREDIT 

1 de*dllCt*ible /di'dAktabal/ adj : able to be subtracted from 
an amount of money ■ The trip was deductible as a business 
expense. ■ All donations to charities are deductible. [=taxes 
do not have to be paid on money given to charities] ■ tax- 
deductible expenses/donations 

deductible noun, pi -ibles [count] US : an amount of mon¬ 
ey that you have to pay for something (such as having your 
car fixed after an accident) before an insurance company 
pays for the remainder of the cost ■ I have an insurance poli¬ 
cy with a $1,000 deductible. 

de*duC a tiOfl /di'dAkJan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 a [noncount] : the act of taking away something (such as 
an amount of money) from a total • He pays for his insur¬ 
ance by automatic payroll deduction. I=the money for his in¬ 
surance is automatically taken out of his paycheck] b 
[count] : something (such as an amount of money) that is or 
can be subtracted from a total ■ The government is offering 
new tax deductions for small businesses. ■ What is your pay 
after the deductions have been taken out? 

2 a [noncount] \ the act or process of using logic or reason to 
form a conclusion or opinion about something : the act or 
process of deducing something ■ His guess was based on in¬ 
tuition rather than deduction, b [count] : a conclusion or 
opinion that is based on logic or reason ■ Our deduction was 
based on the information given to us at the time. ■ It was a 
logical deduction. 

de*duC"tive /di'dAktiv/ adj : using logic or reason to form a 
conclusion or opinion about something ■ a conclusion based 
on deductive reasoning/logic 
1 deed /'di:d/ noun, pi deeds 

1 : something that is done : an act or action [count] They 
taught their children to be kind and to do good deeds. • evil/ 
dirty deeds ■ We are judged by our deeds. [=we are judged by 
what we do] ■ News of their heroic deeds spread far and 
wide. ■ It's too late now. The deed is done, [noncount] He is 
honest in word and in deed. (=he says things that are true 
and does the things he says he will] 

2 : a legal document that shows who owns a building or 
piece of land [noncount] The land was transferred by deed, 
[count] He gave them the deed to the property. — often plu- 
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ral in British English ■ The bank holds the deeds to your 
property. 

2 deed verb deeds; deed-ed; deed-ing [+ obj\ US : to give 
someone ownership of (a building or piece of land) by means 
of a deed ■ She deeded the house to her children. 

1 dee-jay /'di:,ikei/ noun, pi -jays [count] informal : disc 
jockey 

2 deejay verb -jays; -jayed; -jay-ing informal : to play popu¬ 
lar recorded music on the radio or at a party, nightclub, etc., 
especially as a job : to work as a disc jockey [no obj ] He has 
deejayed at the radio station for over 20 years. [+ obj\ Who is 
deejaying your wedding? 

deem /*di:m /verb deems; deemed; deenving [+ obj]for¬ 
mal : to think of (someone or something) in a particular way 

■ The building was deemed [^considered, judged] unsafe after 
the fire. ■ We deemed [-believed, thought] it wise to wait. ■ Do 
whatever you deem (to be) necessary. ■ The principal will 
take whatever action she deems appropriate in this case. 

1 deep /'di:p/ adj deep-er; -est 

1 a : having a large distance to the bottom from the surface 
or highest point • We walked in the deep snow. ■ a deep well/ 
pool/hole ■ a deep valley between the mountains ■ The water 
is deepest in the middle of the lake. ■ She’s afraid of swim¬ 
ming in deep water. ■ a plant with deep roots — often used 
figuratively ■ The tradition has deep roots in our culture. 

— opposite shallow b : going far inward from the out¬ 
side or the front edge of something ■ The house has lots of 
deep closets. ■ deep shelves ■ She has a small but deep wound 
on her arm. — opposite SHALLOW C : located far inside 
something — usually + in or within ■ The animals live deep 
in/within the forest/jungle/mountains, far from any people. ■ 
His hands were deep in his pockets. ■ The sound came from 
deep within his throat. — often used figuratively ■ The mem¬ 
ories were hidden deep in his mind. [=he had not thought 
about the memories in a long time] ■ I knew deep in my heart 
[=1 believed very stronglyj that we would succeed. 

2 not used before a noun : having a specified measurement 
downward, inward, or backward ■ This enormous canyon is 
over a mile deep. • The shelves are 10 inches deep. ■ We 
walked through knee-deep snow [=snow as high as our 
knees] to get to school. ■ The basement was waist -deep in wa¬ 
ter. [=the top of the water that filled the basement was as 
high as a person’s waist] ■ He stepped into an ankl e-deep pud¬ 
dle of mud. — see also skin-deep 

3 a : located near the outside edges of an area ■ ( baseball ) 
He hit a fly ball to deep right field, b : hit, thrown, or 
kicked a long distance • The quarterback threw a deep 
[Jong] pass into the end zone. 

4 : done by taking in or breathing out a large amount of air ■ 
Take a deep breath and try to relax. ■ a deep sigh 

5 : low in sound or musical pitch ■ I could hear my father’s 
deep voice from down the street. ■ a deep bass line 

— opposite HIGH 

6 : having a dark, strong color ■ She painted white clouds in 
a deep blue sky. ■ The walls were a deep red. ■ deep rich col¬ 
ors — opposite LIGHT, PALE 

7 : very intelligent and serious but complex or difficult to 
understand ■ She’s always been a deep [= profound] thinker. = 
She’s very deep. ■ This book is far too deep for me. ■ He has 
some very deep thoughts on the issue. ■ a deep discussion on 
the meaning of life 

8 : full of mystery ■ The main character has a deep, dark se¬ 
cret that is revealed at the end of the movie. 

9 a : completely involved in an activity : concentrating and 
giving all of your attention to something — + in ■ He was so 
deep in thought that he didn’t hear us come in. ■ We spent the 
next few hours deep in conversation, b : affected by some¬ 
thing in a very serious way — + in ■ They found themselves 
deep in debt. [=they had a lot of debt; they owed a large 
amount of money] 

10 : very bad, serious, or severe ■ The country’s economy 
fell into a deep depression/recession. ■ There are still deep di¬ 
visions within the group. [=people in the group have very dif¬ 
ferent opinions and can’t agree] ■ Many people here live in 
deep poverty. [=many people are very poor] ■ The entire fam¬ 
ily was in deep shock after hearing about the accident. ■ I got 
in deep trouble with my parents for staying out too late. 

11 : very strongly felt ■ I offered them my deepest sympathy. 

■ They shared a deep [=profound] concern for the environ¬ 
ment. ■ She felt a deep [= heartfelt ] connection with the cul¬ 
ture. ■ a deep sense of happiness and well-being ■ the deep 
emotional bond between parent and child ■ deep feelings of 


loss ■ The book made a deep impression on his young mind. 

12 : full, complete, or thorough ■ She has a deep understand¬ 
ing of the company’s needs. If you are in a deep sleep, you 
are thoroughly asleep and it is hard to wake you up. ■ He fell 
into a deep sleep and didn’t wake up until the afternoon. 

13 US : going down to a very low price, level, etc. ■ a deep re¬ 
duction in price ■ The store offered deep discounts during 
the grand opening sale. 

14 US, sports : having many good players ■ The team is very 
deep this year. • The baseball team has a deep bullpen. 

in deep water : in a difficult situation : in trouble • I 
thought I could handle the work, but I soon found myself 
in deep water. 

the deep end informal 1 — used in phrases like throw in 
(at) the deep end and jump in (at) the deep end to describe 
starting a new and difficult activity when you are not fully 
prepared or ready to do it ■ After graduating, he was not 
afraid to jump in at the deep end and start his new business 
alone. ■ Teachers are thrown in the deep end when they first 
start teaching. 2 To go oil the deep end is to go crazy, 
such as by behaving foolishly or by becoming very angry 
or upset. ■ Her friends thought she had gone off the deep 
end when she suddenly decided to quit her job. ■ After his 
wife died, he started going off the deep end. ■ I understand 
that you’re angry, but there’s no reason to go off the deep 
end. 

— deep*ness noun [noncount ] ■ the deepness [=depth] of the 
water 

2 deep adv deeper; -est 

1 a : far into or below the surface of something ■ The ship 
now lies deep below/beneath the water’s surface. ■ Our feet 
sank deeper into the mud. ■ The treasure was buried deep 
within the ground. ■ Their secret offices were located deep 
underground. — often used figuratively ■ Her angry words 
hurt/cut him deep. [= deeply ] ■ He stared deep into her eyes. ■ 
The detective dug deeper into the murder case, b : far into 
or inside something • We walked deep into the forest. ■ The 
soldiers are operating deep within enemy territory. 

2 not used before a noun : at a specified measurement down¬ 
ward, inward, or backward ■ I stood three feet deep in the 
water. ■ They parked the cars three deep [=three cars in a 
row], and our car was stuck in the middle. ■ We walked knee- 
deep in the snow. [=we walked in snow that was deep enough 
to reach our knees] ■ He stepped ankl e-deep into a puddle of 
mud. 

3 : to a late time ■ They danced deep [=late, well, far] into the 
night. [=they danced until it was very late at night] 

4 sports a : near the outside edges of a playing area ■ The 
outfielder was playing deep, b : for a long distance • He hit/ 
threw/kicked the ball deep down the field. 

5 If you breathe deep , you take a large amount of air into 
your lungs. ■ The doctor told her to breathe deep. [=breathe 
deeply] 

deep down (inside) If you feel or believe something deep 
down or deep down inside, you feel or believe it completely 
even if you do not say it or show it to other people. ■ He 
knew deep down inside that she was right. ■ I believed deep 
down that we were going to win. ■ Deep down, 1 think we all 
felt the same way. ■ He might look like a mean old man, 
but deep down inside he is a very kind person. 
in (too) deep informal: in a difficult situation that you can¬ 
not get out of ■ He wanted to get out of the deal, but he was 
in too deep. 

run deep : to be felt very strongly ■ Fear runs deep in this 
small town. ■ Her love for her family runs deep. — see also 
still waters run deep at 2 STILL 
3 deep noun 

the deep 1 literary + formal : the ocean • the briny deep ■ 
creatures of the deep 2 literary : the middle part of some¬ 
thing ■ He left home in the deep of the night, [-the dead of 
the night] 

the deeps literary + formal : the deep parts of the ocean • the 
ocean deeps 

deep—dish /*di:p,dij/ adj, always used before a noun, US 
: baked in a dish that has high sides ■ deep-dish pizza ■ a deep- 
dish apple pie 

deep*en /'diipan/ verb -ens; -ened; -ending 

1 : to become or to cause (something) to become deep or 
deeper [+ obj] They deepened the river so that larger boats 
could sail through. ■ Age had deepened the lines in his face. 
[no obj] The water deepens toward the center of the river. 

2 : to become or to cause (something, such as a feeling or 
emotion) to become stronger or more powerful [+ obj] The 
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experience deepened [strengthened] his love for acting. ■ Her 
powerful words deepened our commitment to the cause. ■ 
The vacation together deepened their relationship with each 
other. • The mystery was deepened by her silence, [no obj] 
Their friendship deepened [=grew deeper] with time. 

3 [+ obj] : to make (your knowledge, understanding, etc.) 
fuller or more complete ■ This class will deepen your under¬ 
standing of economics. ■ Living in the country’s capital had 
deepened her knowledge of politics. 

4 : to become or to cause (something) to become worse or 
more severe [+ obj] The government’s policies have deep¬ 
ened the country’s economic recession. ■ The situation is 
deepening the divisions between the two groups, [no obj] 
These divisions have deepened over the years. 

5 : to become or to cause (something, such as a person’s 
voice) to become lower in sound [no obj] His voice has deep¬ 
ened over the years. [+ obj] Time has deepened his voice. 

6 [no obj] : to become darker or stronger in color ■ The sun¬ 
set deepened from a pale yellow to a bright orange. ■ Rather 
than fading, the colors deepened in tone. ■ The sky deepened 
to a dark blue. 

7 To deepen your breathing is to take more air into your 
lungs when you breathe. 

— deep-endng /'dirpa^irj/ adj ■ It confirmed our deepening 
suspicions that she was planning to leave. • A deepening 
[; =worsening] financial crisis threatened the economy. ■ the 
country’s deepening poverty ■ deepening shadows ^shad¬ 
ows that are becoming darker] 

deep fat noun [noncount] : a deep layer of oil or fat that is 
heated in a pan or machine and used to fry food ■ a deep-fat 
fryer [=a machine used to fry food in deep fat] 
deep freeze noun, pi ~ freezes 

1 : a state of extreme cold [count] This part of the world ex¬ 
perienced a deep feeze for several thousand years, [non¬ 
count] a period of deep freeze — sometimes used figuratively 
■ Their relationship went into a deep freeze when she left for 
school. 

2 [count] Brit : freezer 

deep-fry /'diip'frai/ verb -fries; -fried; -fry-ing [+ obj] : to 
cook (food) in a deep layer of oil or fat ■ Deep-fry the chicken 
in two inches of oil. 

— deep-fried adj • deep-fried chicken/potatoes 
deep-ly /'dirpli/ adv [more most ~] 

1 : in a way that is very complete, extreme, strongly felt, etc. 
: in a deep way ■ They fell deeply in love. ■ The car expenses 
sent him even more deeply into debt. ■ He asked us to think 
deeply [=to think seriously and for a long time] about the is¬ 
sue, because he felt it was very important. ■ I’m deeply [=veiy, 
extremely] sorry. ■ He came from a deeply religious family. • 
They’re deeply [sharply] divided on the issues. ■ I thought 
the movie was deeply moving/disturbing. = I was deeply 
moved/disturbed by the movie. ■ a deeply flawed design ■ The 
senator gave a deeply personal speech last night. ■ We are all 
deeply committed to peace. ■ The beliefs are deeply in¬ 
grained/embedded/entrenched in American culture. ■ deeply 
held beliefs/values ■ deeply felt emotions • She cares very 
deeply about/for him. ■ These traditions are deeply rooted in 
the past. = They are rooted deeply in the past. 

2 : far into or below the surface of something ■ The designs 
are carved/cut deeply into the wooden chairs. ■ deeply buried 
beneath the snow — often used figuratively ■ You'll have to 


dig/delve deeply into the library to find that information. 

3 “v*- If you breathe deeply or sigh deeply, you take a large 
amount of air into your lungs when you breathe or sigh. 

4 If you are sleeping deeply, you are thoroughly asleep 
and it is hard to wake you up. 

deep pockets noun [plural] somewhat informal : large 
amounts of money that can be used : great financial resourc¬ 
es • a company with deep pockets 

— deep—pock-et-ed /‘diip'pcukatad/ adj ■ deep-pocketed 
companies 

deep—rOOt*ed /'di.p'rurtad/ adj [more most ~I: existing 
for a long time and very difficult to change : firmly estab¬ 
lished ■ The country’s economic troubles are deep-rooted. 
[=deep-seated] • deep-rooted beliefs 
deep-sea /'diip'si:/ adj, always used before a noun : living 
in, relating to, or done in the deep parts of the ocean • deep- 
sea creatures ■ We went deep-sea fishing/diving, 
deep—seat*ed /'diip'siitad/ adj [more most ~] : existing 
for a long time and very difficult to change : firmly estab¬ 
lished ■ She has a deep-seated fear of flying. ■ The problems 
are far more deep-seated [= deep-rooted] than we thought, 
deep-six /'diip'siks/ verb -six>es; -sixed; -six-ing [+ obj] 
US, informal : to get rid of (something) : to no longer use or 
consider (something) ■ The government plans to deep-six 
[= eliminate ] the program next year. ■ The committee deep- 
sixed the plan. 

Deep South noun 

the Deep South : the states in the most southern and east¬ 
ern part of the U.S. and especially Georgia, Alabama, 
South Carolina, Louisiana, and Mississippi 
deer fdi&J noun, pi deer [count] : a large wild animal that 
has four long thin legs, brown fur, and antlers if male 
deer tick noun, pi ~ ticks [count] US : a very small insect 
found in the eastern U.S. and in Canada that usually feeds on 
deer and that can give the person or animal it bites various 
diseases (such as Lyme disease) 

DEET /'di :t/ noun [noncount] chiefly US : a chemical that is 
used to keep insects away from people and animals 
de*face /di'feis/ verb -fac-es; -faced; -facing [+ obj] : to 
ruin the surface of (something) especially with writing or 
pictures ■ The building was defaced with graffiti. ■ He was 
fined for defacing public property. 

— de-face-ment /di'feismant/ noun [noncount] 

de fac-to /di'faektou, Brit ^ei'faektou/ adj, always used be¬ 
fore a noun, formal — used to describe something that exists 
but that is not officially accepted or recognized ■ She became 
the de facto leader of the group. [=she was the unofficial 
leaderl ■ a de facto state of war ■ de facto government policies 

— compare de jure 

— de facto adv • She became the leader de facto . 
def-a-ma-tion Adefa'meijan/ noun, pi -tions formal : the 

act of saying false things in order to make people have a bad 
opinion of someone or something : the act of defaming 
someone or something [noncount] He sued the newspaper 
for defamation (of character), [count] The article was full of 
lies and defamations. 

de-fam-a-to-ry /di'faem3,tori, Brit di'faematri/ adj [more ~; 
most ~] formal : meant to hurt the reputation of someone or 
something ■ defamatory statements [=statements that defame 
someonel 
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de-fame /di'fenn/ verb -fames; -famed; -fam-ing [+ obj] 
formal : to hurt the reputation of (someone or something) 
especially by saying things that are false or unfair • He says 
he was defamed by reports that falsely identified him as a 
former gangster. 

1 de-fault /di'failt/ noun, pi -faults 

1 [inoncount] — used to describe something that happens or 
is done when nothing else has been done or can be done; 
usually used in the phrase by default • No one else wanted 
the job, so he became the club’s president by default. ■ Their 
decision was made by default. All of the other options were 
no longer possible. • We won the game by default when the 
other team failed to show up. — sometimes used before an¬ 
other noun ■ the default winner 

2 a : a failure to make a payment (such as a payment on a 
loan) [ noncount ] She’s in default on her loan. (=she missed a 
payment on her loan] [count] mortgage defaults b [ non¬ 
count ] law : failure to appear in court ■ The defendant has 
made no appearance in the case and is in default. 

3 [count] computers : a setting, option, etc., that a computer 
uses if you do not choose a different one ■ You can enter 
your own settings or use the defaults. ■ Which font is the de¬ 
fault in that computer program? — often used before anoth¬ 
er noun ■ the computer’s default settings 

in default of formal : in the absence of (something) : with¬ 
out (something) » In default of evidence, there can be no 
trial. 

2 default verb -faults; -fault-ed; -fault-ing [no obi 1 

1 : to fail to do something that legally must be done; espe¬ 
cially : to fail to make the payments you must make on a 
loan, mortgage, etc. ■ He defaulted on his loan (payments). ■ 
If the borrower defaults , the bank can take the house. 

2 of a computer : to automatically use a particular setting, 
option, etc., unless you choose a different one ■ The program 
defaults to a standard font. 

— de-fault-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ loan defaulters 

1 defeat /di'fiit/ verb -feats; -feat-ed; -feat-frig [+ obj] 

1 : to win a victory over (someone or something) in a war, 
contest, game, etc. ■ We lost to their team last year, but this 
year we’re going to defeat [=beat] them. ■ We must be ready 
to defeat our enemies in battle. ■ Our candidate defeated him 
in the last election. ■ He defeated his opponent. 

2 a : to cause (someone or something) to fail ■ She finally 
found a solution to a problem that had defeated many other 
researchers. ■ The bill was defeated in the state senate. ■ It 
would defeat the purpose of having a nice car if you never 
got to drive it. [=there would be no reason to have a nice car 
if you did not drive it] b : to control or overcome (some¬ 
thing) ■ Scientists from around the world are working to de¬ 
feat the disease. — see also defeated 

2 defeat noun, pi -feats 

1 : failure to succeed or to win [noncount] We weren’t pre¬ 
pared for defeat. ■ One small error could make the difference 
between success and defeat. ■ After several tries we were 
forced to accept/admit/concede defeat. • The bill suffered 
defeat [=the bill was defeated] in the state senate. ■ Even in 
defeat [=even when he didn’t win], he was a hero to those 
who loved the sport, [count] — usually singular ■ The pas¬ 
sage of the law represented a defeat for their cause. ■ Her 
basketball team suffered a bitter/crushing/devastating de¬ 
feat. [=te] • That was his first defeat as a professional boxer. 

— opposite VICTORY 

2 [count] : the act of winning a victory over someone or 
something ■ They celebrated their defeat of the enemy. ■ their 
6-3 defeat of their rivals [=their 6-3 victory over their rivals] 
go down to defeat : to fail or lose : to be defeated ■ The bill 

went down to defeat in the House, 
defeated adj 

1 — used to describe someone or something that has lost a 
contest, game, etc. • our defeated opponents 

2 [more —; most ~]: feeling unable to succeed or to achieve 
something ■ She felt very/utterly defeated when she found 
out she didn’t get the job. 

de-feat-ism /di*fi:t,iz3m/ noun [noncount] formal : a way of 
thinking in which a person expects to lose or fail ■ We must 
not give in to defeatism. We must be optimistic. 

— de-feat-lst /di'fiitist/ noun, pi -ists [count] • He was seen 
as an intellectual defeatist. — defeatist adj [more most 
~] ■ their defeatist attitudes 

def-e-cate /'defi.keit/ verb -cates; -cat-ed; -cat-ing [no 

obj] formal : to pass solid waste from the body 

— def-e-ca-tlon /.defi'keijan/ noun, pi -tions [count, non¬ 


count] 

1 de-fect /'di:,fekt/ noun, pi -fects [count] : a problem or 
fault that makes someone or something not perfect: such as 
a : a physical problem that causes something to be less valu¬ 
able, effective, healthy, etc. ■ This small defect [=flaw] greatly 
reduces the diamond’s value. • They examine their products 
for defects. ■ a minor/major defect • She was bom with a 
heart defect. ■ a birth defect [=a physical problem that some¬ 
one is bom with] b : something that causes weakness or 
failure ■ We had to point out the defect [=flaw] in their logic. ■ 
Vanity and pride were his two worst character defects. 
2 de-fect /di'fckt/ verb -fects; -fect-ed; -fect-ing [no obj ] 
formal : to leave a country, political party, organization, etc., 
and go to a different one that is a competitor or an enemy • 
The Russian scholar defected in 1979. ■ She defected from the 
conservative party. • He defected to the West before the war 
began. ■ The reporter defected to another TV network. 

— de-fec-tfon /di'fekjan/ noun, pi -tions [count, noncount] 
— de-fec-tor /di'fekta 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] • the party’s 
defectors 

de-fec-tive /di'fektiv/ adj [more most —] : having a 
problem or fault that prevents something from working cor¬ 
rectly : having a defect or flaw ■ Our car had defective 
[=faulty] brakes, so we had them replaced. ■ This computer is 
defective. I want my money back. ■ defective products/mer¬ 
chandise ■ The disease is caused by a defective gene. 
de-fend /di'fend/ verb -fends; -fend-ed; -fend-ing 

1 : to fight in order to keep (someone or something) safe : to 
not allow a person or thing to hurt, damage, or destroy 
(someone or something) [+ obj ] We are prepared to defend 
[=protect , guard ] our country. — often + from or against • 
They have every right to defend themselves fi-om those who 
would hurt them. ■ The army defended the territory against 
invaders. ■ Her body was no longer able to defend itself 
against disease, [no obj] — usually + against ■ These new 
weapons will make us better able to defend against attack. ■ 
The body’s immune system defends against illness. 

2 [+ obj] : to fight or work hard in order to keep (something, 
such as a right, interest, cause, etc.) from being taken away ■ 
The group defends [=protects\ the rights of the poor. ■ The 
company must defend its own interests. 

3 [+ obj]: to speak or write in support of (someone or some¬ 
thing that is being challenged or criticized) - Asa U.S. sena¬ 
tor, it is my responsibility to defend [=uphold] the Constitu¬ 
tion. ■ We believed it was a cause worth defending. ■ She 
defended her friend’s behavior. ■ Stop defending him. What 
he did was wrong. 

4 sports : to try to stop opponents from scoring [+ obj] Your 
job is to defend the goal. ■ Focus on defending the basket. 
[no obj] He defended well throughout the game. — often + 
against ■ She tried to defend against the jump shot. 

5 [+ obf] : to compete in order to try to keep (a title, champi¬ 
onship, etc.) ■ The team is looking to defend its national title. 
[=to win the national title again] ■ She successfully defended 
her championship. [=she won the championship again] 

6 [+ obj] : to work as a lawyer for (someone who is being 
sued or accused of a crime) ■ They hired a famous lawyer to 
defend their son. ■ She defended herself during her trial. 

— de-fend-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ The player got past two 
defenders. ■ She’s a staunch/tireless defender of human 
rights. — see also public defender - defending adj ■ 
He lost to the defending champ. [=to the person who won 
last year] • This year, we arc the defending world/national 
champions. 

de-fend-ant /defendant/ noun, pi -ants [count] : a person 
who is being sued or accused of a crime in a court of law ■ 
The jury believed that the defendant was guilty. — compare 

PLAINTIFF 

de-fense (US) or Brit de-fence /di'fens/ noun, pi -fens*es 

1 : the act of defending someone or something from attack 
[noncount] weapons of defense - weapons used for defense • 
They fought in defense of their country. [=they fought to de¬ 
fend their country] ■ the body’s first line of defense [=way of 
defending itself] against illness [count] They put up a good 
defense , but the city ultimately fell to the invaders. ■ They 
mounted a good defense. — see also self-defense 

2 [count] : something that is used to protect yourself, your 
country, etc. ■ The best defense is a good offense. (=the best 
way to defend something is to try to beat the opposite side) ■ 
The city’s defenses were not strong enough to keep out the 
invaders. ■ We need to improve our defenses. ■ the nation’s air 
and ground defenses — often + against ■ We have no defense 
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against such powerful weapons. [=we have no way to defend 
ourselves against such powerful weapons] ■ the body’s natu¬ 
ral defenses against disease and infection 

3 : the act of speaking or writing in support of someone or 
something that is being attacked or criticized [noncount] 
His friends quickly came/jumped to his defense. [=his 
friends began saying that he was right or good] — often used 
in the phrase in defense • She spoke out in defense of justice. 
[=she defended justice] • Let me say, in her defense, that I 
would have done the same thing that she did. ■ He spoke up 
in his own defense, [-he defended himself] [count] — usually 
singular ■ She offered no defense [-justification] for her ac¬ 
tions. ■ We listened to a passionate/spirited defense of the 
governor’s decision. 

4 [noncount] : the things that are done by a country to pro¬ 
tect itself from enemies ■ In my view, the most important is¬ 
sue facing our country today is national defense. • The candi¬ 
dates accused each other of being soft/weak on defense. • 
The President wants to increase spending on defense. • He 
was the Secretary of Defense under the last President. — of¬ 
ten used before another noun • He proposed an increase in 
defense spending. ■ the defense secretary/minister/depart¬ 
ment • They signed a billion-dollar defense contract with the 
company. ■ cuts in the defense budget 

5 a [singular] : the side of a legal case which argues that a 
person who is being sued or accused of a crime is innocent 
: the lawyer or lawyers who represent the defendant in a 
court case ■ His friends are raising money (to pay) for his de¬ 
fense. • The defense rests. Your Honor. ■ The defense told the 
jury that the prosecution had not proved its case. — often 
used before another noun • defense attomeys/lawyers ■ a de¬ 
fense witness [=a person who speaks to support the defense’s 
case] "He had three lawyers on his defense team. — compare 
prosecution b [count] : the method that is used in a court 
case to prove that someone is innocent • Her lawyers plan to 
use an insanity defense. [=they will say that she was not sane 
when she committed the crime] • It’s a valid defense , and I 
think we should be able to win the case. 

6 /'di:,fens/ a : the group of players on a team who try to 
stop an opponent from scoring [count] He ran through the 
defense and scored a touchdown. ■ Our team has the best de¬ 
fense in the league. • a talented defense [noncount] She be¬ 
gan the season on defense [=playing on the part of the team 
that defends the goal], but her coach later put her on of¬ 
fense. b [noncount] : the way that players on a team try to 
stop an opponent from scoring • The team needs some work 
on its defense. ■ These guys play good/strong/tough defense. 
— compare offense 4 

de-fense-less (US) or Brit de*fence*less /di'fcnslas/ adj 
[more most ~] : not able to defend yourself, your coun¬ 
try, etc. ■ Without weapons of any kind, the people of the 
town were completely defenseless. • Don’t hurt them. They’re 
just poor, defenseless [=helpless] animals. — often + against 9 
The disease leaves the body defenseless against infection. 
de*fense*man (US) or Brit de*fence«man /difcnsman/ 
noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] : a player in a sport (such as 
hockey) who tries to stop the other team from scoring 
defense mechanism (US) or Brit defence mecha¬ 
nism noun, pi ~ -nisms [count] technical 

1 : a process in the brain that makes you forget or ignore 
painful or disturbing thoughts, situations, etc. • She is pro¬ 
jecting her anger on you as a defense mechanism. 

2 : a reaction in your body that protects against disease or 
danger ■ the cell’s normal defense mechanisms against infec¬ 
tion 

de-fen-si-ble /di'fensabal/ adj [more most ] formal 

1 : able to be thought of as good or acceptable • Both candi¬ 
dates hold defensible positions on the issue. ■ Under those 
circumstances, her actions were completely defensible. • 
Slavery is not morally defensible. 

2 : able to be defended or protected : able to be kept safe 
from damage or harm • The city has a defensible location. ■ a 
defensible bridge 

^e-fen-sive /di'fcnsiv/ adj 

1 always used before a noun : defending or protecting some¬ 
one or something from attack : helping to keep a person or 
thing safe ■ The city began building a defensive wall around 
its borders. ■ The government decided to join a defensive alli¬ 
ance with several other nations. • Defensive driving classes 
[=classes that teach you how to be a safe driver] can help you 
avoid accidents. ■ We have taken many defensive measures 
[=we have done things to protect ourselves] against terrorist 


attacks. • defensive actions — compare ‘offensive 4 

2 [more most ~] : behaving in a way that shows that you 
feel people are criticizing you • I was surprised by his defen¬ 
sive reaction to my su gg estion. • defensive behaviors/atti¬ 
tudes ■ There’s no need to get so defensive. I was only making 
a suggestion. • When we asked her about the mistakes, she 
became defensive. — often + about ■ He can be a bit defensive 
about his work as an artist. 

3 always used before a noun, sports : of or relating to the way 
that players try to stop an opponent from scoring in a game 
or contest ■ The coach has a strong defensive strategy. ■ a de¬ 
fensive player/lineman — compare 'offensive 3 

— de-fen*sive-ly adv • “It wasn’t my fault,” she said defen¬ 
sively. 9 The team needs to improve its game defensively. 
[=it needs to make its defense better] — de-fervsive- 
ness noun [noncount] ■ There was a bit of defensiveness in 
his answer. 

defensive noun 

on/onto the defensive 1 : in or into a situation in which 
you are forced to defend or protect someone or something 
■ We won after keeping the other team on the defensive for 
most of the game. • Their soldiers appear to be on the de¬ 
fensive. ■ The company was pushed/forced onto the defen¬ 
sive in the lawsuit. 2 : in or into a position in which you 
have to argue that something (such as one of your actions 
or beliefs) is good or correct when others say that it is bad 
or wrong ■ The reporter often asks questions that put/ 
place people on the defensive. 9 He found himself on the de¬ 
fensive when the subject of the environment was discussed. 
• The company is now on the defensive for its illegal busi¬ 
ness dealings. 

de«fer fdi'f&f verb -fers; -ferred; -fer*ring [+ obj] : to 
choose to do (something) at a later time ■ She deferred work 
on her book. ■ The accountant advised us not to defer our 
taxes. [=not to pay our taxes later] • She’ll defer her decision. 

— see also tax-deferred 

defer to [phrasal verb] 1 defer to (someone) : to allow 
(someone else) to decide or choose something • You have 
more experience with this, so I’m going to defer to you. ■ 
deferring to the experts 2 defer to (something) : to agree 
to follow (someone else’s decision, a tradition, etc.) • The 
court defers to precedent in cases like these. "He deferred 
to his parents’ wishes. 

def-er-ence /'defarans/ noun [noncount] formal : a way of 
behaving that shows respect for someone or something • Her 
relatives treat one another with deference. 9 He is shown 
much deference by his colleagues. — often + to • The chil¬ 
dren were taught to show proper deference to their elders. 
in deference to or out of deference to : in order to show 
respect for the opinions or influence of (someone or some¬ 
thing) : out of respect for (someone or something) ■ He de¬ 
cided not to get a tattoo in deference to his mother. • The 
police have not yet revealed the victim’s name out of defer¬ 
ence to his family. • customs used in deference to tradition 

— def*er-en*tial /.dcfa'renjal/ adj [more most ~] ■ The 
class listened with deferential [-respectful] attention. ■ def¬ 
erential to tradition — def*er«en«tiaMy adv ■ She bowed 
deferentially. 

de*fer*ment /di'famant/ noun, pi -merits : the act of al¬ 
lowing something to be delayed or deferred: such as a : of¬ 
ficial permission to pay for something at a later time [count] 
She requested a six-month deferment on her loan, [non¬ 
count] She requested deferment of her loan, b : official per¬ 
mission to do required military service at a later time 
[count] a draft deferment ■ He received a college/student de¬ 
ferment. [-permission to finish school before entering the 
military] [noncount] the policies of military deferment 
de»fer»ral /di'faral/ noun, pi -rals : the act of delaying or 
deferring something [count] a tax deferral [noncount] He 
applied for deferral. 

de-fi-ance /di'fajans/ noun [noncount] : a refusal to obey 
something or someone : the act of defying someone or some¬ 
thing • acts of defiance — often + of 9 He was jailed for his 
defiance of the law. 

in defiance of: against or despite the wishes, rules, or laws 
of (someone or something) ■ The group is acting in defi¬ 
ance of a government order. ■ She married him in defiance 
of her parents. ■ The dancers leap in seeming defiance of 
the laws of gravity. 

de-fi-ant /di'fajant/ adj [more most ~] : refusing to obey 
something or someone : full of defiance • defiant rebels • a 
defiant act ■ He’s taken a defiant stand/stance on the issue. 
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— de-fi-ant-ly adv ■ He’s spoken out defiantly against the 
new law. 

de«fi*briMa*tor /di'fibra^eita/ noun, pi -tors {count] medi¬ 
cal : a device that gives an electric shock to a person’s heart 
in order to make it beat normally again especially after a 
heart attack 

de-fi-cien-cy /di'fifansi/ noun, pi -cies 

1 : a lack of something that is needed : the state of not hav¬ 
ing enough of something necessary [count] The disease may 
be caused by nutritional deficiencies. • The book’s major de¬ 
ficiency is its poor plot. ■ a deficiency of vitamin C [non¬ 
count] vitamin deficiency 

2 [count] : a problem in the way something is made or 
formed ■ There are several deficiencies in his plan. • The acci¬ 
dent was caused by deficiencies in the engine. 

de-fi-cient /di'fijant/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not having enough of something that is important or nec¬ 
essary ■ a nutritionally deficient diet — usually + in ■ a diet 
deficient in certain vitamins ■ a man who is deficient in judg¬ 
ment [=a man whose judgment is poor] ■ students who are 
deficient [=lacking] in their knowledge of history 

2 : not good enough : not as good as others ■ mentally defi¬ 
cient • Several bridges in the city are structurally deficient. 

def-i-cit /'defasat/ noun, pi -cits [count] 

1 : an amount (such as an amount of money) that is less than 
the amount that is needed ■ The government is facing a defi¬ 
cit of $3 billion. ■ We will reduce the federal budget deficit. ■ 
Some economists advocate deficit spending [^spending bor¬ 
rowed money] to boost a slumping economy. — opposite 
surplus; see also trade deficit 

2 : the amount by which a person or team is behind in a 
game or contest ■ The team overcame a four-point deficit to 
win the game. 

3 chiefly US : a problem that causes a decrease in some abil¬ 
ity ■ She has a slight hearing deficit in her left ear. — see also 
ATrENTION DEFICIT DISORDER 

1 de»file /di'fajal/ verb -files; -filed; -filling [+ obj]formal 

1 : to make (something) dirty • The lake has been defiled by 
polluters. 

2 : to take away or ruin the purity, honor, or goodness of 
(something or someone important) ■ She thinks slang defiles 
the language. ■ defiling the country’s flag ■ Vandals defiled the 
holy shrine. 

— de-file-ment /di'fajalmant/ noun [noncount] ■ the defile¬ 
ment of the shrine 

2 defile noun, pi -files [count] formal : a narrow passage 
through mountains : gorge 
de-fine /di'fain/ verb -fines; -fined; -finding [+ obj] 

1 : to explain the meaning of (a word, phrase, etc.) ■ How 
would you define (the word) “grotesque"? ■ a term that is dif¬ 
ficult to define 

2 : to show or describe (someone or something) clearly and 
completely ■ The government study seeks to define urban 
poverty. ■ Her book aims to define acceptable social behav¬ 
ior. ■ He was defined by his passions. [=his passions showed 
what kind of person he was] ■ She believes that success 
should be defined in terms of health and happiness. • Tigers 
are broadly/loosely defined [^described very generally] as 
large cats. ■ He narrowly defines [=describes very specifical¬ 
ly] a hero as someone who has earned a medal in battle. 

3 : to show the shape, outline, or edge of (something) very 
clearly ■ That fence defines the far edge of the property. 

— de-fin-able /di’fainabal/ adj [more most ~] ■ an easily 

definable word ■ definable risk factors — defined adj 
[more most ~] ■ a clearly defined neighborhood ■ Her 
cheekbones are well -defined. — defining adj, always used 
before a noun ■ That was the campaign's defining moment. 
(=the moment that showed very clearly what kind of cam¬ 
paign it was] 

definite /’defamt/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : said or done in a such way that others know exactly what 
you mean ■ We'll need a definite answer by Tuesday. ■ The 
answer is a definite no. 

2 : not likely to change : already set or decided ■ Are her 
plans definite ? ■ I don’t know anything definite yet. ■ The 
teacher sets definite standards for her students. 

3 not used before a noun : confident or certain about doing 
something or that something will happen ■ She seems to be 
pretty definite about leaving. ■ 1 am definite that we will win. 

definite article noun, pi ~ articles [count] grammar : the 
word the used in English to refer to a person or thing that is 
identified or specified; also : a word that is used in a similar 


way in another language — compare indefinite article 
def-i-nite-ly /'defanitli/ adv [more most ~] : without 
doubt : in a way that is certain or clear ■ The new model is 
definitely an improvement. ■ The party will definitely be next 
week. ■ The room is definitely not ready. ■ “Will you come 
over on Saturday?” "Definitely'." [=yes] 
def.i-ni.tion /idefa'nijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] a : an explanation of the meaning of a word, 
phrase, etc. : a statement that defines a word, phrase, etc. ■ 
dictionary definitions b : a statement that describes what 
something is • What is the legal definition of a corporation? ■ 
a definition of happiness 

2 [singular]: a clear or perfect example of a person or thing ■ 
He was the very definition of a gentleman. [=he was a perfect 
gentleman] ■ A week of fishing is my definition of a vacation. 

3 [noncount] : the quality that makes it possible to see the 
shape, outline, and details of something clearly ■ muscle def¬ 
inition ■ The picture lacks definition. [=the picture is not 
sharp/clear] ■ a monitor with good definition and vibrant col¬ 
ors — see also high-definition 

by definition : because of what something or someone is 
: according to the definition of a word that is being used to 
describe someone or something ■ A volunteer by definition 
is not paid. ■ A glider is by definition an aircraft with no en¬ 
gine. 

de-f in-i-tive /di'fmativ/ adj [more most —] 

1 : not able to be argued about or changed : final and settled 
■ We need a definitive answer to this question. ■ The court has 
issued a definitive ruling. 

2 : complete, accurate, and considered to be the best of its 
kind ■ a definitive biography ■ a definitive collection of the 
band's albums 

— de-fin-i-tive-ly adv • a virus definitively linked to some 
stomach diseases 

de-flate /di'fleit/ verb -flates; -flat-ed; -flat-ing 

1 a [+ obj] : to release air or gas from (something, such as a 
tire or balloon) and make it smaller ■ deflate the tires ■ a de¬ 
flated football b [no obj] : to lose air or gas from inside ■ 
The birthday balloons deflated after a few days. — opposite 
inflate 

2 [+ obj] a : to make (someone) lose confidence or pride ■ 
The harsh criticism left him utterly deflated. ■ an insult that 
would deflate their egos b : to show that (something) is not 
important or true ■ deflate [=defuse] an argument ■ He has 
worked to deflate popular myths about investing. 

3 [+ obj] : to cause (prices, costs, etc.) to decrease : to cause 
(something, such as money or real estate) to lose value ■ eco¬ 
nomic polices that could deflate (the value of) the dollar ■ 
Deflated prices mean that farmers are getting less for their 
products. 

de-fla-tion /di'fleijan/ noun [ noncount] 

1 : a decrease in the amount of available money or credit in 
an economy that causes prices to go down • Economists wor¬ 
ry that deflation will bring the country into recession. 

— compare inflation 

2 : the act or process of letting air or gas out of (something) ■ 
deflation of a balloon 

— de-fla-tion-ary /di'fleijdineri, Brit di'fleijanri/ adj [more 

most ~] ■ a deflationary period in the economy 
de-flect /di'flekt/ verb -fleets; -flect-ed; -flect-ing 

1 a [+ obj] : to cause (something that is moving) to change 
direction ■ armor that can deflect bullets ■ The goalie deflect¬ 
ed the ball with his hands, b [no obj] \ to hit something and 
suddenly change direction ■ The ball deflected off the goalie's 
shoulder. 

2 [+ obj] : to keep (something, such as a question) from af¬ 
fecting or being directed at a person or thing ■ She’s skilled at 
deflecting [-avoiding] questions/criticism. ■ They are trying 
to deflect attention from the troubled economy. ■ The blame 
was deflected from the chairman. 

— de-flec-tor /di'flekta 1 / noun , pi -tors [count] ■ a wind de¬ 
flector 

de-f lec-tion /di'flekjan/ noun, pi -tions : the act of chang¬ 
ing or causing something to change direction [noncount] 
measuring the angle of deflection [count] He scored with a 
deflection off another player’s stick, 
de-flow-er /di'flawa/ verb -ers; -ered; -er-ing [+ obj] liter¬ 
ary : to have sex with (someone who has not had sex before) 
de-fog /di'fccg/ verb -fogs; -fogged; -fog-ging [+ obj] US 
: to remove mist from (a window, mirror, etc.) by using dry 
heat ■ defog \={Brit) demist] the windshield — compare de¬ 
frost, deice 
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— de-fog-ger noun, pi -gers [count] ■ a window defogger 
de-fo-li-ant /di'foulijant/ noun, pi -ants [count] technical 

: a chemical that is sprayed on plants to make their leaves 
fall off 

de*fo*li*ate /di'foulheit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing [+ obj] 
technical : to cause the leaves of (a plant) to fall off ■ a chem¬ 
ical used to defoliate trees ■ Insects are defoliating the trees. 

— de-fo-li-a-tion /dhfouli'eijan/wowrt [noncount] 
de-for-es-ta-tion /dhfora'steijan/ noun [noncount] : the 

act or result of cutting down or burning all the trees in an 
area ■ the deforestation of the island ■ mudslides caused by 
deforestation — compare reforestation 

— de-for-est /di'forast/ verb -ests; -est-ed; -est-ing [+ 
obj] — usually used as (be) deforested ■ regions that have 
been deforested • deforested areas 

de-form /di'foatn/ verb -forms; -formed; -form-ing : to 
change something so that it no longer has its normal or orig¬ 
inal shape [+ obj] The disease eventually deforms the bones. 
• a face deformed [= distorted, contorted] by hatred [no obj] 
The disease eventually causes the bones to deform. 

— de-for-ma-tion /^i^fo^'meijan/ noun,pi -tions [count] 
skeletal deformations [=(more commonly) deformities] 
[noncount] the deformation of steel 

deformed adj [more most ~] ; not having the normal or 
expected shape especially because of a problem in the way 
something has developed or grown ■ deformed frogs ■ a de¬ 
formed [= misshapen] hand 

de-for*mi*ty /di'foamati/ noun, pi -ties : a condition in 
which part of the body does not have the normal or expected 
shape [count] facial deformities [noncount] a disease caus¬ 
ing deformity of the spine 

de-frag /di'fneg/ verb -frags; -fragged; -frag-ging [+ obj] 
chiefly US, computers, informal : defragment 
de-frag-ment /di'fragmant/ verb -merits; -ment-ed; 
-ment-ing [+ obj] chiefly US, computers : to use a special 
program to move data on (a computer disk) so that related 
information is stored together • 1 defragmented my hard 
drive. 

de-fraud /di'fra:d/ verb -frauds; -fraud-ed; -fraud-ing 

: to trick or cheat someone or something in order to get 
money : to use fraud in order to get money from a person, 
an organization, etc. [+ obj] They were accused of trying to 
defraud the public. ■ They conspired to defraud the govern¬ 
ment. [no obj] She was convicted of writing bad checks with 
intent to defraud. 

de-fray /di'frei/ verb -frays; -frayed; -fray-ing [+ obj] 
somewhat formal : to pay for (something) ■ This will defray 
the costs/expenses. 

de-frock /di'fraik/ verb -frocks; -frocked; -frock-ing [+ 

obj] : to officially remove (a priest) from his or her job as 
punishment for doing something wrong — usually used as 
(be) defrocked ■ He was defrocked last year. ■ a defrocked 
priest 

de-frost /di'fra:st/ verb -frosts; -frost-ed; -frost-ing 

1 : to warm something that is frozen until it is no longer fro¬ 
zen [+ obj] You can defrost the soup in the microwave, [no 
obj] He took some fish out of the freezer to defrost [=thaw] in 
the fridge. — sometimes used figuratively ■ It took a while 
for her to defrost [=to stop being unfriendly] and open up to 
us. 

2 : to melt ice that has built up on the inside of a freezer or 
refrigerator [+ obj] defrost the freezer [no obj] Has the re¬ 
frigerator def rosted yet? 

3 [+ obj] : to melt ice on a car’s windows by using heat ■ de¬ 
frost the windshield — compare DEFOG, DEICE 

de-f rOSt-er /di'fraista 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] US : a device 
that uses heat or hot air to melt ice on or remove moisture 
from a surface • the car's rear defroster ■ a freezer with a 
built-in defroster 

deft /’deft/ adj deft-er; deft-est [or more most ~] 

1 : skillful and clever ■ a deft politician ■ The photographer is 
known for her deft use of lighting. 

2 : able to do something quickly and accurately ■ the trum¬ 
peter's deft fingers 

— deft-ly adv • a deftly played symphony — deft-ness 
/'deftnas/ noun [noncount] ■ political deftness ■ the deftness 
of the surgeon 

de-f Unet /di'fAqkt/ adj [more most ~], formal: no longer 

existing or being used ■ a defunct steel company ■ She wrote 
for the now-defunct newspaper. 

de-fuse /di'fjuiz/ verb -fus-es; -fused; -fus-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make (something) less serious, difficult, or tense ■ 


Skilled negotiators helped defuse the crisis/situation. ■ Her 
joke diffused the tension in the room. 

2 : to remove the part of (an explosive) that makes it ex¬ 
plode : to remove the fuse from (an explosive) ■ defuse a 
bomb 

de-fy /di'fai/ verb -fies; -fied; -fy-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to refuse to obey (something or someone) ■ She defied her 
parents and dropped out of school. 

2 : to make (something) very difficult or impossible ■ The ar¬ 
ticle defies a simple summary. [=the article cannot be ex¬ 
plained by a simple summary] ■ views of nature that defy be¬ 
lief/description [=that are hard to believe/describe] 

3 : to resist or fight (something) • The group has continued 
to defy all efforts to stop them. 

4 : to go against (something) ■ The team defied the odds 
[=did something that was very unlikely] and won the cham¬ 
pionship. ■ an explanation that defies all logic [=an explana¬ 
tion that does not make any sense] 

5 : to tell (someone) to do something that you think cannot 
be done • 1 defy you to prove that 1 lied. • I defy anyone to 
name a better film. [=1 do not think that anyone can name a 
better film; I do not think that there is a better film] 

deg. abbr degree 

1 de-gen-er-ate /di'cfeen3,reit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing 

[no obj]: to change to a worse state or condition : to become 
worse, weaker, less useful, etc. • As the disease progresses, 
the patient’s health will degenerate [= deteriorate] rapidly. — 
often + into ■ Experts fear that the country is degenerating 
into chaos. • The meeting degenerated into a shouting match. 

— de-gen-er-a-tion /di^ena'reijan/ noun [noncount] ■ 
muscle tissue degeneration • Experts fear the degeneration 
of the country into chaos. 

de-gen-er-ate /di'cfeenarat/ adj [more most ~] : having 
low moral standards : not honest, proper, or good ■ He criti¬ 
cizes what he believes is a degenerate society. 

— de-gen-er-a-cy /di'cfeenarasi/ noun [noncount] ■ moral 
degeneracy 

3 de-gen-er-ate /di'cfeenarat/ noun, pi -ates [count] disap¬ 
proving : a person whose behavior is not morally right or so¬ 
cially acceptable ■ a couple of degenerates on a crime spree 
de-gen-er-a-tive /di'cfeenarativ/ adj [more most ~] 
medical : causing the body or part of the body to become 
weaker or less able to function as time passes ■ a degenerative 
disease/disorder 

de-grad-able /di'greidabal/ adj [more most ~] technical 
: capable of being slowly broken down into simple parts ■ 
plastic that is not degradable — compare biodegradable 
deg-ra-da-tion ^degra'deijan/ noun, pi -tions somewhat 
formal 

1 : the act or process of damaging or ruining something 
[noncount] degradation of the environment [count] There 
has been a slight degradation [-decline] in the car’s perfor¬ 
mance. 

2 : the act of treating someone or something poorly and 
without respect [noncount] the degradation of women ■ He 
was forced to live a life of degradation. [=a life in which he 
suffered and was treated very poorly] [count] He was forced 
to suffer the degradations [= indignities] of poverty and abuse. 

de-grade /di'greid/ verb -grades; -grad-ed; -grad-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to treat (someone or something) poorly and with¬ 
out respect ■ The group accuses the company of degrading 
women in its ads. * I am not going to degrade [=lower] myself 
by responding to these baseless accusations. ■ He felt degrad¬ 
ed by their remarks. 

2 [+ obj] : to make the quality of (something) worse ■ 
Scratches on a camera lens will degrade the image. ■ Pollu¬ 
tion has degtaded air quality. 

3 technical : to cause (something complex) to break down 
into simple substances or parts [+ obj] enzymes that degrade 
proteins [no obj] plastics that don’t degrade [= decompose ] 
easily 

— degrading acjj [more most ~] ■ a degrading job ■ He 
made a degrading remark about my weight. 

de-gree /di'gri:/ noun, pi -grees 

1 j count] : a unit for measuring temperature ■ Bake the 
bread at 350 degrees (Fahrenheit) for 35 minutes. ■ 20 degrees 
Fahrenheit/Celsius (=20° F/C] — abbr. deg. 

2 [count] : a unit for measuring the size of an angle ■ There 
are 360 degrees in a circle. ■ 47 degrees latitude/longitude ■ a 
15 degree angle [=a 15° angle] — abbr. deg. 

3 : an amount or level that can be measured or compared to 
another amount or level [noncount] These trees will thrive. 



dehumanize • delete 


438 


to a greater or lesser degree , in a number of climates. ■ To 
what degree [=how much] is she interested in finance? ■ We 
don’t yet know the degree to which [=how much] the roof is 
damaged, [count] — usually y of 9 a high degree of difficul¬ 
ty/skill ■ They have had varying degrees of success. • We can 
now predict the weather with a greater degree of accuracy. 
[=with more accuracy] 

4 [inoncount ]: a measure of how severe or serious something 
is ■ He was accused of murder in the first degree. = He was 
accused of first-degree murder. [=the most serious kind of 
murder] ■ a second-degree bum — see also first-degree, 
SECOND-DEGREE, THIRD-DEGREE 

5 [count] : an official document and title that is given to 
someone who has successfully completed a series of classes 
at a college or university ■ She has a degree in engineering. ■ a 
four-year degree [=a degree that is given to someone who has 
completed four years of study] ■ a bachelor's/master’s de¬ 
gree ■ She received an honorary degree. [=a degree given by 
a college or university to someone who is not a student but 
who has done something important] 

by degrees : very slowly : by a series of small changes ■ The 
tomatoes changed by degrees from green to red. 
to some degree also to a (certain) degree : not complete¬ 
ly but partly ■ To some degree , they’re right. • We simplified 
the process to a certain degree. [=; somewhat ] 
to the nth degree see nth 

de*hu*man»ize also Brit de-hu*man«ise /di'hju.ma^ajz/ 
verb -iz.es; -ized; -iz*ing [+ obj] : to treat (someone) as 
though he or she is not a human being ■ Inspectors have ob¬ 
served terrible factory conditions that dehumanize workers. 

■ The government's propaganda is meant to dehumanize the 
enemy. [=to make the enemy seem less human] ■ the dehu¬ 
manizing nature of torture 

-de.hu.man.iz.a.tion also Brit de-hu-man«is*a*tion 

/d^hjuimana'zei/an, Brit dijhjurma^ai'zeijan/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

de*hu*mid*i*fi*er /,di:hju'mid3,faj^/ noun, pi -ers [count] 
: a machine that takes moisture out of the air — compare 
HUMIDIFIER 

de*hy*drate /di'hai,dreit/ verb -drates; -drat-ed; -drat¬ 
ing somewhat technical 

1 [+ obj] : to remove water or moisture from (something, 
such as food) ■ Salt dehydrates the meat and keeps it from 
spoiling. 

2 : to lose too much water [no obj] Athletes drink lots of 
water so they don’t dehydrate. [+ obj] Exercising in this heat 
will dehydrate you. 

— dehydrated adj [more most ~] ■ dehydrated fruit ■ de¬ 
hydrated athletes — de*hy*dra*tion /,di:,hai’drei Jon/ 
noun [noncount] 9 Athletes drink lots of water to prevent 
dehydration. 

device /di'ais/ verb -ic-es; -iced; -ic*ing [+ obj ]: to remove 
ice from (something) ■ We watched while they deiced the 
plane before takeoff. — compare defog, defrost 
de«i*fy /'dij3,fai, 'deja.fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy.ing [+ obj] 
: to treat (someone or something) like a god or goddess ■ The 
people deified the emperor. ■ Our society deifies [=worships] 
money. _ 

— de-i-fi-ca-tion /tdijafa'keijan, ^ejafa'keijan/ noun [non¬ 
count] ■ the deification of celebrities 

deign /'dein/ verb deigns; deigned; deign.ing [no obj] 
formal + disapproving : to do something that you think you 
should not have to do because you are too important — usu¬ 
ally followed by to + verb ■ She finally deigned to speak to me. 

■ The actor walked by, not even deigning [= stooping, conde¬ 
scending] to acknowledge his fans. 

de-i-ty /'diijati, ‘dejati/ noun, pi -ties [count] : a god or god¬ 
dess ■ ancient Greek deities ■ a reference to the Deity [=God] 
de-ja VU Adei^ai'vu:/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the feeling that you have already experienced something 
that is actually happening for the first time ■ I entered the 
room and immediately felt a sense of deja vu. 

2 chiefly US, informal : something that has happened many 
times before : something that is very familiar ■ When the car 
broke down again, it was deja vu. 9 The rise in housing costs 
is deja vu all over again. 

de*ject*ed /di'cfccktad/ adj [more most ~] : sad because 
of failure, loss, etc. ■ The dejected players left the field. ■ She’s 
been so dejected [= depressed, unhappy] since her sister 
moved away. 

— de-ject.ed.ly adv ■ The players dejectedly walked off the 
field. 


de*jeC*tion /di'cfeek/an/ noun [noncount] : sadness that is 
caused by failure, loss, etc. ■ You could see the dejection 
[=unhappiness] on her face. 

de ju*re /di'cfeuri/ adj, always used before a noun, law : based 
on or according to the law • the end of de jure segregation ■ 
de jure authority — compare de facto 

— de jure adv ■ The UN has recognized the country dejure. 
Del . abbr, US Delaware 

1 de»lay /di'lei/ noun, pi -lays 

T ; a situation in which something happens later than it 
should [count] Do you know what’s causing the delay ? • The 
nurse apologized for the delay [=wait] and said that the doc¬ 
tor would be in shortly. ■ a number of flight delays [non¬ 
count] After months of delay, construction on the new 
school began. ■ The roof must be repaired without delay. 
[=immediately ] 

2 [count] : the amount of time that you must wait for some¬ 
thing that is late ■ Airline travelers are experiencing delays of 
up to three hours. 

2 deiav verb -lays; -layed; -lay-ing 

1 : to wait until later to do something : to make something 
happen later [+ obj The doctor wants to delay surgery for a 
few weeks. ■ They delayed [=put off] having children until 
their late 30s. • She’s planning to delay her retirement, [no 
obj] He delayed too long, and now it’s too late. ■ “Don’t de¬ 
lay'. Sale ends Saturday.” 

2 [+ obj] : to make (something or someone) late : to make 
(something or someone) take longer than expected or 
planned ■ Production problems delayed the introduction of 
the new model by several months. — often used as (be) de¬ 
layed 9 We were delayed by traffic. ■ Many flights were de¬ 
layed. 

— delayed adj [more most ~] ■ He had a very delayed re¬ 
action to the medication. [=a reaction that did not happen 
immediately] 

delaying tactic noun [count] : something that is done in 
order to delay a decision, an occurrence, etc. — called also 
(i chiefly US) delay tactic 

de*lec«ta*ble /di'lektabal/ adj [more most ~] somewhat 
formal 

1 : very pleasant to taste or smell : delicious ■ the restau¬ 
rant’s delectable food ■ The meals he prepares are always de¬ 
lectable. 

2 humorous : very attractive ■ one of the most delectable 
men she’s ever met 

— de*lec*ta-bly /di'lektabli/ adv ■ a delectably seasoned 
steak 

de*leC*ta*tion /,di: f lek'teij3n/ noun [noncount] formal 
: pleasure or enjoyment ■ Here is some chocolate for your 
delectation. 

1 delegate /'deligat/ noun, pi -gates [count]: a person who 
is chosen or elected to vote or act for others : representa¬ 
tive ■ the U.N. delegates from African countries ■ He’s been 
chosen as a delegate to the convention. 
z del*e*gate Aleli.geit/ verb -gates; -gat-ed; -gat-ing 

1 : to give (control, responsibility, authority, etc.) to some¬ 
one : to trust someone with (a job, duty, etc.) [+ obj] A man¬ 
ager should delegate authority to the best employees. • Those 
chores can be delegated to someone else, [no obj] He doesn’t 
delegate very well. 

2 [+ obj] : to choose (someone) to do something — often 
used as (be) delegated 9 He was delegated by the town to take 
care of the monument. 

del*e*ga*tion /ideli'geijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : a group of people who are chosen to vote or act 
for someone else ■ a delegation of diplomats ■ He’s been cho¬ 
sen to lead the delegation to the conference. ■ the state’s con¬ 
gressional delegation [=the group of officials elected to the 
U.S. Congress from a particular state] 

2 [noncount] formal : the act of giving control, authority, a 
job, a duty, etc., to another person — usually + of m the dele¬ 
gation of responsibilities 

deplete /di'lirt/ verb -letes; -let-ed; de-let-ing [+ obj] : to 
remove (something, such as words, pictures, or computer 
files) from a document, recording, computer, etc. • Delete 
this name from the list. ■ When the movie was shown on TV 
all the swearwords had been deleted. 9 She accidentally delet¬ 
ed [=erased] the file/e-mail. 

— de-le-tion /di'liijan/ noun, pi -tions [count] The dele¬ 
tions shouldn't affect the meaning of the letter, [noncount] 
The deletion of that paragraph makes your letter read bet¬ 
ter. 
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del-e-te-ri-OUS /.dela'lirijas/ adj [more most —]formal 
: damaging or harmful ■ The chemical is deleterious to the 
environment. ■ The drug has no deleterious effects on pa¬ 
tients. 

deli /'deli/ noun, pi deUis [count] : a store where you can 
buy foods (such as meats, cheese, salads, and sandwiches) 
that are already cooked or prepared ■ We bought sandwiches 
and drinks at the deli. — called also delicatessen 
1 de«lib«er»ate /di'libarat/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : done or said in a way that is planned or intended : done 
or said on purpose ■ I don’t think that was a mistake; I think 
it was deliberate. [= intentional] ■ a deliberate [= planned\ at¬ 
tempt to trick people 

2 : done or decided after careful thought • a deliberate 
choice/decision 

3 slow and careful ■ She spoke in a clear, deliberate man¬ 
ner/way. -He advocates a slow and deliberate approach to 
the problem. 

2 de«lib»er«ate /diMiba.reit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -atdng : to 

think about or discuss something very carefully in order to 
make a decision [no obj] The jury deliberated for two days 
before reaching a verdict. [+ obj ] They will deliberate the 
question. — often + whether, what, etc. ■ I’ve been deliberat¬ 
ing [-debating] whether or not to accept the job offer. 
de*lib-er-ate*ly /di'libsratli / adv [more most ~] 

1 : in a way that is meant, intended, or planned ■ He deliber¬ 
ately tricked them. 

2 : slowly and carefully : in a way that is not hurried ■ She 
spoke clearly and deliberately to the audience. 

de-lib*er-a*tion /didibaYei/an/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : careful thought or discussion done in order to make a de¬ 
cision [noncount] After hours of deliberation, the council 
came to a decision, [count] Jury deliberations lasted two 
days. 

2 [noncount] : the quality of being slow and careful ■ She 
spoke to the audience with clarity and deliberation. 

de*lib*er*a*tive /di'liba.reitiv, di'libarativ/ adj [more 
most ~] formal: created or done in order to discuss and con¬ 
sider facts and reasons carefully • Congress is a deliberative 
body. • a deliberative process 
del*i-ca-cy /'delikasi/ noun, pi -cies 

1 [count] : a food that people like to eat because it is special 
or rare ■ The restaurant serves delicious sausages and other 
regional delicacies. 

2 [noncount] : the quality of being delicate: such as a : the 
quality of being easily broken or damaged • the delicacy of 
the glassware b : the quality of being easily injured, hurt, 
or made sick ■ the delicacy [-frailty] of his health C : the at¬ 
tractive quality of something that is formed from many 
small or fine parts • The curtains were made from fine lace of 
great delicacy. ■ a musician known for the delicacy of her 
compositions ■ the delicacy of the young boy’s features d 
: the appealing quality of something that is not too strong ■ 
the delicacy of the perfume ■ the delicacy of the wine’s flavor 

3 [noncount] a : special care or skill that is needed to pre¬ 
vent people from becoming upset or angry • This is a diffi¬ 
cult situation that should be handled with delicacy. [=tact\ 
b : the quality of requiring special care or skill • Because of 
the delicacy of the situation, we needed to speak privately. 

del»i»cate /'delikat/ adj [more most ~] 

1 a : easily broken or damaged ■ The cup is very delicate 
[-fragile], so please handle it carefully. • delicate flowers b 
: easily injured, hurt, or made sick • Her health is very deli¬ 
cate. [-frail] ■ He has a delicate stomach and often gets sick 
when traveling. 

2 a : attractive and made up of small or fine parts ■ The fab¬ 
ric has a delicate floral print. ■ a small boy with delicate (fa¬ 
cial) features ■ She has delicate hands. [=small and attractive 
hands] b : very carefully and beautifully made ■ We hung 
delicate lace curtains in the windows. ■ The tomb was 
adorned with delicate carvings. 

3 : attractive because of being soft, gentle, light, etc. : pleas¬ 
ant or attractive in a way that is not too strong • the delicate 
flavor of the wine ■ a delicate perfume/sauce ■ a delicate col¬ 
or 

4 : easily disturbed or upset ■ Many people struggle to main¬ 
tain the delicate balance between work and family. ■ The vio¬ 
lence in the film offended her delicate sensibilities. ■ The 
movie is not for delicate [= squeamish] people. 

5 : requiring special care or skill: difficult to manage or do 
well ■ The doctor performed the delicate operation. ■ This is a 
delicate situation that needs to be handled carefully. ■ The 


situation calls for a very delicate approach. 

— del-i-cate-ly adv • a delicately carved tomb • a delicately 
flavored ginger sauce ■ This situation must be handled del¬ 
icately. 

del-i-cates /'delikats/ noun [plural] : clothes made of deli¬ 
cate material that must be washed carefully 
del*i a Ca*tes*sen ^delika'tesn/ noun, pi -sens [count] 

: DELI 

de»li a CiOUS /di'li/as/ ad) [more most ~] 

1 a : very pleasant to taste * Dinner was delicious. • This is 
the most delicious ice cream I have ever eaten, b : having a 
smell that suggests a very pleasant taste ■ The bread smells 
delicious. ■ Delicious aromas were floating from the kitchen. 

2 literary : very pleasing or enjoyable ■ a delicious [-delight¬ 
ful] comedy about parenthood ■ a delicious bit of gossip 

— dedi-ciousdy adv • They served a deliciously fruity des¬ 
sert. ■ a deliciously witty writer — dedi-cious-ness noun 
[noncount] 

1 d0 a light /di'lait/ noun, pi -lights 

1 [noncount] : a strong feeling of happiness : great pleasure 
or satisfaction ■ His expression when he saw the baby was 
one of pure delight. [=joy] ■ We watched the fireworks with 
delight. ■ The kids screamed in delight as they chased one an¬ 
other around the park. • To our delight , our guests decided to 
stay another night. [=we were very happy that our guests de¬ 
cided to stay another night] ■ To the delight of the children, 
there were enough cookies for everyone to have two. ■ She 
takes delight in [=very much enjoys] her new job. ■ Some 
people seem to take great delight in hearing about the misfor¬ 
tunes of others. 

2 [count] : something that makes you very happy : some¬ 
thing that gives you great pleasure or satisfaction ■ The trip 
was a delight. • a garden full of tasty delights ■ The magazine 
is a cook’s delight. • The stories are a delight to read. 

— see also Turkish delight 

2 deliqht verb -lights; -light*ed; -light-ing [+ obj] : to make 
(someone) very happy : to give (someone) great pleasure or 
satisfaction ■ The toy delighted the children. ■ The stories will 
delight readers of all ages. 

delight in [phrasal verb] delight in (something) : to be very 
happy because of (something) : to enjoy (something) very 
much • I walked slowly, delighting in the crisp autumn air. ■ 
He delights in meeting new people, 
delighted adj [more most ~] : made very happy : full of 
great pleasure or satisfaction ■ I am delighted [=very pleased] 
to meet you. ■ the delighted [=joyful\ expression on his face ■ 
The children were especially delighted that there were 
enough cookies for each of them to have two. ■ She’s delight¬ 
ed with her new job. [=she likes her new job very much] • We 
were delighted by the performance. ■ They are delighted at 
the prospect of a visit from their grandchildren. 

— de.light.eddy adv • He laughed delightedly. 
de-light*ful /di'laitfal/ adj [more most ~]: very pleasant 

: giving or causing delight • It has been delightful meeting 
you. ■ It is delightful [-wonderful, great] to be here. ■ That was 
a delightful party. ■ She’s a delightful person. 

— dedight-fuldy adv • a delightfully sunny day 
dedimdt /di'limat/ verb -its; -it-ed; -it-ing [+ obj] formal 

: to officially set or state the limits of (something) ■ Strict 
guidelines delimit his responsibilities. 
de-lin*eate /di'lini,eit/ verb -eates; -eat-ed; -eat-ing [+ 
obj] formal : to clearly show or describe (something) • The 
report clearly delineates the steps that must be taken. ■ The 
characters in the story were carefully delineated. 

— dedin-ea-tion /di,lmi'eij3n/ noun [noncount] 
dedin-quen-cy /di'lnjkwansi/ noun, pi -cies 

1 : crimes or other morally wrong acts : illegal or immoral 
behavior especially by young people [noncount] They tried 
to steer him away from delinquency by giving him a job in 
their store. ■ She’s been charged with contributing to the de¬ 
linquency of a minor, [count] a series of minor delinquencies 

— see also juvenile delinquency 

2 US : the condition of someone who owes money and is not 
making payments at the required or expected time [count] 
Loan delinquencies are on the rise. [=an increasing number 
of people are failing to make their loan payments on time] 
[noncount] a high rate of delinquency • Delinquency rates are 
soaring. 

1 de-lin-quent /di'ligkwant/ noun, pi -quents [count] : a 
young person who regularly does illegal or immoral things 
: juvenile delinquent ■ a group of violent delinquents 

delinquent adj 
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1 : doing things that are illegal or immoral ■ a school for de¬ 
linquent children ■ His delinquent behavior could lead to 
more serious problems. 

2 US a : not paid at the required or expected time ■ Her 
credit card account was delinquent. [=she had not made the 
payments that were due on her credit card account] • The 
town is trying to collect delinquent taxes, b : failing to pay 
an amount of money that is owed ■ people who are delin¬ 
quent in their loan payments [=people who have not been 
paying back their loans when they said they would] ■ delin¬ 
quent borrowers 

de-lir-i-OUS /di'lirijas/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not able to think or speak clearly especially because of 
fever or other illness ■ As the child’s temperature went up, he 
became delirious and didn’t know where he was. ■ He was de¬ 
lirious with fever. 

2 : very excited ■ a group of delirious fans celebrating the 
team’s victory — often + with ■ We were delirious with happi¬ 
ness when we heard the news. 

— de-lir*i*OUS*ly adv ■ deliriously happy ■ deliriously in love 
■ He spoke deliriously. 
de-lir-i-UITl /di'lirijam/ noun, pi -iums 

1 : a mental state in which you are confused and not able to 
think or speak clearly usually because of fever or some other 
illness [noncount] In her delirium , nothing she said made 
any sense. ■ a period of delirium [count] drug deliriums 

2 [noncount] : a state of wild excitement and great happiness 
■ The team’s victory sent fans into (a state of) delirium. 

delirium tre»mens /-'triimanz/ noun [noncount] medical 
: D.T.’S 

dedish /di'liJV adj [more most ~] US, informal : deli¬ 
cious ■ The whole meal was delish. 
de-list /di'list/ verb -lists; -list»ed; -list-ing [+ obj]formal 
: to remove (something) from a list ■ The company has been 
delisted from the stock exchange. [=the company is no long¬ 
er one of the companies listed on the stock exchange] 
de-liv-er /dilivay verb -ers; -ered; -er-ing 

1 : to take (something) to a person or place [+ obj] The 
package was delivered to the office this morning. ■ She deliv¬ 
ers the mail on my street. ■ They are having the furniture de¬ 
livered next week. ■ The supermarket delivers groceries for 
free within 30 miles of the store, [no obj \ "Does the restau¬ 
rant deliverT' "No, you have to pick up the food yourself.” 

2 [+ obj] : to say (something) officially or publicly : to 
present (a speech, statement, etc.) to a group of people ■ He 
will deliver the speech at noon. ■ The actors delivered their 
lines with passion. ■ The jury is expected to deliver a verdict 
later today. ■ The judge delivered a warning to the protesters. 

3 a [no obj ]: to do what you say you will do or what people 
expect you to do : to produce the promised, wanted, or ex¬ 
pected results ■ We gave her the job because we know she’ll 
deliver. [=come through] ■ He failed to deliver on his promise. 
(=he failed to do what he promised to do] b [+ obj] : to pro¬ 
vide or produce (something) ■ The novel delivers an inspiring 
look into the life and ideas of Gandhi. ■ The company charg¬ 
es too much for what it delivers. ■ The car delivers excellent/ 
poor gas mileage. — see also deliver the goods at 2 GOOD 

4 [+ obj] a : to give birth to (a baby) ■ She delivered healthy 
twin girls early this morning. ■ ( technical ) The patient was 
delivered of [=gave birth to] healthy twin girls this morning, 
b : to help someone give birth to (a baby) ■ The doctor is de¬ 
livering a baby right now. 

5 [+ obj] : to give control of (someone or something) to an¬ 
other person or group — + to or into 9 He argues that by let- 
ling children watch too much television, we are delivering 
them into the hands of advertisers. ■ A group of soldiers were 
delivered up to [= handed over to] the enemy at the border. ■ 
The agreement delivered over [= transferred ] the documents 
into the possession of the museum. 

6 [+ obj] : to cause (something, such as a punch, a thrown 
ball, etc.) to hit or go to a person or place ■ The boxer deliv¬ 
ered a crushing blow to his opponent’s head. ■ He delivered 
[=threw] a fastball right over the plate. ■ The country is be¬ 
lieved to have the ability to deliver nuclear warheads. [=to at¬ 
tack other countries with nuclear warheads] 

7 [+ obj] chiefly US : to get (votes) for a particular person or 
issue in an election ■ She is doing her best to deliver the col¬ 
lege student vole. |=to convince college students to vote a 
particular way] 

8 [+ obj]formal + literary : to free (someone) from something 
• all those who long to be delivered from slavery/tyranny ■ 
”... deliver [-save] us from evil." —Matthew 6:13 (KJV) 


deliver yourself of formal : to make, create, or produce 
(something) • She has finally delivered herself of her long- 
awaited third novel. 

— de-liv-er-able /di'livarabal/ adj ■ a deliverable product 
— deliverable noun, pi -ables [count] — usually plural ■ 
computer software deliverables [=products that can be de¬ 
livered to customers] — de-liv-er-er /di'livara 1 / noun, pi 
-ers [count] ■ When are the deliverers bringing the sofa? 

de-liv-er-ance /di'livarans/ noun [noncount] formal : the 
state of being saved from something dangerous or unpleas¬ 
ant ■ She prayed for deliverance as the famine got worse. — 
often +jrom - He knew that his retirement would bring deliv¬ 
erance from the worries and stresses of his job. 
de-liv-ery /di'hvari/ noun, pi -er-ies 

1 a : the act of taking something to a person or place 
[count] The delivery is scheduled for this morning. ■ The su¬ 
permarket makes deliveries [=takes goods to customers] for 
free within 30 miles of the store. ■ The restaurant doesn’t do 
deliveries. [=does not take food to customers] [noncount] 
The company offers free delivery with orders over $100. • She 
does the mail delivery [=she delivers the mail] on my street. ■ 
a delivery truck/service [=a truck/service that delivers some¬ 
thing] • Someone has to be home to accept/receive delivery 
of the package. ■ Payment is due on delivery of the goods. 
[=when you receive the goods] ■ Allow six weeks for delivery. 

— see also special delivery b [count] : something that is 
taken to a person or place : something that is delivered ■ The 
store got a delivery [=shipment] of shirts yesterday. 

2 : the act or process of giving birth [noncount] The baby 
weighed almost seven pounds at the time of delivery. ■ the de¬ 
livery room [=a special room in a hospital where women give 
birth to babies] [count] The doctor expects it to be a routine 
delivery. ■ The doctor has had three deliveries today. 

3 [singular] : the way someone says something officially or 
publicly : the way someone delivers a speech, statement, 
etc., to a group of people ■ The joke was funny, but his deliv¬ 
ery was terrible. ■ I need to work on my delivery before I give 
the speech. 

4 [count] sports : the way a ball is thrown in baseball or 
cricket ■ The pitchers have similar deliveries. ■ a high delivery 
take delivery of formal : to receive (something that is being 

delivered to you) ■ The city will take delivery of the vehicles 
tomorrow. 

delivery boy noun, pi ~ boys [count] somewhat old- 
fashioned : a boy or young man who delivers goods to cus¬ 
tomers from a store or restaurant 
de-liv-ery-man /di'livariman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ 
[count] : a man who delivers goods to customers 
dell /'del/ noun, pi dells [count] formal + literary : a small 
valley with trees and grass growing in it 
de-louse /di'laus/ verb -lous>es; -loused; -lous-ing [+ 
obj] : to remove lice from (someone or something) ■ delouse 
clothing 

del-ta /'delta/ noun, pi -tas 

1 [count] : the fourth letter of the Greek alphabet — A or 6 

2 [count] : a piece of land shaped like a triangle that is 
formed when a river splits into smaller rivers before it flows 
into an ocean ■ a river delta • the Ganges/Nile Delta 

3 or Delta [singular] US : an area of low land along the Mis¬ 
sissippi River that is mainly in the state of Mississippi ■ the 
Mississippi Delta • delta blues [=blues music that comes from 
the Mississippi delta] 

del-toid /'delt,toid/ noun, pi -toids [count] : a large muscle 
of the shoulder ■ well-developed deltoids • the deltoid muscles 
de-lude /di'luid /verb -ludes; -lud-ed; -lud*ing [+ obj] : to 
cause (someone) to believe something that is not true ■ If she 
thinks I care, she's deluding [-fooling] herself. ■ He was de¬ 
luded [-deceived] by their lies. — often + into ■ They deluded 
themselves into believing their team would win. 

— deluded adj [more most ~] ■ His deluded family be¬ 
lieved everything he said. ■ a very deluded way of thinking 

1 del-uge Atelju.-tte/ noun, pi -ug»es [count] 

1 a : a large amount of rain that suddenly falls in an area ■ 
The deluge caused severe mudslides, b : a situation in 
which a large area of land becomes completely covered with 
water : flood ■ the biblical deluge 

2 : a large amount of things that come at the same time ■ an 
advertising deluge [=many advertisements] — often + of • 
The office receives a deluge of mail every day. ■ a deluge of 
phone calls 

2 deluge verb -uges: -uged; -ug.ing [+ obj\ 

1 : to give or send (someone) a large amount of things at the 
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same time — usually used as (be) deluged • The family was 
deluged [ =inundated , swamped] with calls about the free 
puppies. ■ The office is deluged with mail every day. 

2 : to flood (a place) with water • Heavy rains deluged the re¬ 
gion. 

de-lu-sion /di'lu^an/ noun, pi -sions [count] 

1 : a belief that is not true : a false idea • He has delusions 
about how much money he can make at that job. ■ He is liv¬ 
ing/laboring under the delusion that he is incapable of mak¬ 
ing mistakes. • She is under the delusion that we will finish on 
time. 

2 : a false idea or belief that is caused by mental illness ■ As 
the illness progressed, his delusions took over and he had vi¬ 
olent outbursts. "S” If you have delusions of grandeur, you 
believe that you are much more important than you really 
are. • The patient is suffering from hallucinations and delu¬ 
sions of grandeur. ■ a young actress with delusions of grandeur 

— de-lu-sion-al /diMu^anJ/ adj [more most ~] ■ He 
showed signs of delusional thinking near the end of his life. 
■ If you think we can afford a new car, you are delusional. 

de-luxe /di'lAks/ adj [more most ~]: of better quality and 
usually more expensive than the usual ones of its kind : very 
luxurious ■ We stayed at a deluxe [ -fancy] hotel. • the deluxe 
model of the car • The deluxe edition of the book includes 
many more illustrations. 

delve /'delv/ verb delves; delved; delv-ing [no obj] 

1 : to search for information about something - He tried to 
delve inside his memory for clues about what had happened. 

— usually + into • Before the trip, 1 delved into the history of 
the city. • Now is not the time to delve into the past. ■ He 
delved deeply/further into his research. 

2 chiefly Brit : to reach into a bag, container, etc., in order to 
find something — usually + in or into - He delved in the 
drawer for a torch. • She delved into her handbag in search of 
a pen. 

Dem. abbr, US Democrat 

dem-a-gogue /'demSigaig/ noun, pi -gogues [count] dis¬ 
approving : a political leader who tries to get support by 
making false claims and promises and using arguments 
based on emotion rather than reason ■ His opponent called 
him a bigoted demagogue. 

— dem-a-gog-ic ^dema'gaigik/ adj [more most ~] • a 
demagogic politician — dem»a*gogu*ery /'dema^aigari/ 
also dem-a-gogy /'dem3,ga:gi/ noun [noncount] • politi¬ 
cal demagoguery 

1 de-mand /di'm^end, Brit di'ma:nd/ noun, pi -mands 

1 [count] : a forceful statement in which you say that some¬ 
thing must be done or given to you ■ The committee is con¬ 
sidering her demand that she be given more time to com¬ 
plete the study. • The workers said they would not end the 
strike until their demands were met/satisfied. — often +for • 
The store refused to meet the customer’s demand for a re¬ 
fund. ■ Parents made demands for the teacher's resignation. 

2 [singular] : a strong needier something ■ The demand for 
low-income housing is increasing as the economy gets worse. 
■ We are seeing an increased demand for hospital beds. 

3 : the ability and need or desire to buy goods and services 
[noncount] The company increased production to meet de¬ 
mand. — often +for ■ Demand for fresh milk has surpassed 
supply in the region, [^people want to buy more milk than is 
available] [singular] — often +for ■ Local farmers say they 
will increase the number of peach trees they grow in order to 
meet a rising demand for peaches. [=in order to have as many 
peaches as customers want to buy] — see also SUPPLY and 
DEMAND 

4 demands [plural] a : difficult things you have to do be¬ 
cause someone requires you to do them or because they are 
part of a job, activity, etc. — often + of • He wasn’t sure he 
could handle the physical demands of the work. ■ The de¬ 
mands of the job became too much for him. ■ New parents 
are sometimes overwhelmed by the demands of parenthood, 
b — used to describe something that requires a large 
amount of energy, time, etc. ■ Record high temperatures 
have placed heavy demands on the nation’s energy supplies. 
[=because of the high temperatures, a lot of the nation's en¬ 
ergy is being used] • A full-time job in addition to school puts 
great demands on her time. [=most of her time is spent 
working and going to school] ■ His novels make many de¬ 
mands on the reader. [=his novels are difficult for people to 
read and understand] 

in demand : needed or wanted by many people ■ Tickets for 
her concerts are always in great demand. ■ Good plumbers 


are in demand in our town. 

on demand : when needed or wanted • Help is available 24 
hours a day on demand. • The debt is payable on demand. 
[=it must be paid whenever the person who is owed the 
money wants it] — see also on-demand 
popular demand : a request made by or a desire shared by 
many people • Because of popular demand , the restaurant 
has published a cookbook of favorite recipes. • The show 
will continue for another week due to popular demand. ■ 
The circus will be back by popular demand [=because 
many people want it to come back] later this summer. 

2 demand verb -mands; -mand-ed; -mand-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to say in a forceful way that something must be done or 
given to you : to say that you have a right to (something) ■ 
The customer demanded a refund. • He demanded an apolo¬ 
gy. ■ Parents have demanded that the teacher resign. • The re¬ 
porter demanded to see the documents. ■ 1 demand to know 
what is going on here! 

2 : to say or ask (something) in a very forceful way ■ “Come 
here at once!" he demanded. ■ “Why won’t you answer me?” 
she demanded. 

3 : to require (something) • He is very sick and demands 
constant care. [=he has to be given constant care] • The situ¬ 
ation demands immediate action. • A certain standard of 
dress is demanded by some professions. [=some people have 
to dress a certain way because of their jobs] ■ The job de¬ 
mands too much of him. [=the job requires him to do too 
much] ■ The group demands [=insists on] total honesty from 
its members. 

demanding adj [more most ~] 

1 : requiring much time, attention, or effort ■ She had a de¬ 
manding schedule with little free time. ■ Factory work can be 
physically demanding. ■ I have heard it is one of the most de¬ 
manding courses at the university. 

2 : expecting much time, attention, effort, etc., from other 
people : hard to satisfy ■ Their boss was really demanding. 
often expecting them to work long into the night. 
- opposite UNDEMANDING 

de-mar-Cate /di'maa^keit, 'di^maa^keit/ verb -cates; 
-cat-ed; -cat-ing [+ obf]formal : to show the limits or edges 
of (something) • The plot of land is demarcated by a low 
brick wall. • The boundary between the countries must be 
clearly demarcated. 

— de-mar-ca-tion Adii.ma^'keiJ'an/ noun, pi -tions [non¬ 
count] the demarcation of the boundary ■ Troops are posi¬ 
tioned on either side of the line of demarcation. = Troops 
are positioned on either side of the demarcation line. 
[count] The media has blurred the demarcations [-lines, 
boundaries] between news and entertainment. 

de-mean /di'mi.n/ verb -means; -meaned; -mean-ing [+ 
obf] : to cause (someone or something) to seem less impor¬ 
tant or less worthy of respect • He was careful not to demean 
[-debase, put down] his opponent, choosing instead to show 
him respect. ■ Her statement demeans the hard work the 
group has done. ■ Their casual reaction demeans the serious¬ 
ness of the problem. [=fails to treat the problem in an appro¬ 
priately serious way] ■ I refuse to demean myself by replying 
to these unjust accusations. 

— demeaning adj [more most ~] ■ Our petty arguments 
are demeaning to us both. ■ His comment is demeaning to 
women. ■ He found the work demeaning. [-degrading ] ■ de¬ 
meaning stereotypes 

de-mean-or (US) or Brit de-mean-our /di'mima-/ noun, pi 
-ors [count] : a person’s appearance and behavior : the way 
someone seems to be to other people — usually singular ■ 
She has a shy/friendly/warm demeanor. • His ^uiet demean¬ 
or [=manner, bearing] had a calming effect on us. ■ They 
maintained a solemn demeanor as they told us the bad news, 
de-ment-ed /di'mentad/ adj [more most ~]: not able to 
think clearly or to understand what is real and what is not 
real : crazy or insane • Many of the patients there were de¬ 
mented. ■ In the movie, he plays a demented man trying to 
survive on the streets of Los Angeles. • Her demented ram- 
blings are a symptom of her illness. ■ He gave me a demented 
little smile. ■ parents who are almost demented with worry 
de-men-tia /di'menJW noun, pi -tias medical: a mental ill¬ 
ness that causes someone to be unable to think clearly or to 
understand what is real and what is not real [noncount] This 
patient suffers from dementia, [count] a new study on age- 
related dementias — see also senile dementia 
dem-e-rara sugar ^dema^ars-, ,dem3'rer3-/ noun [non¬ 
count] Brit: a kind of light brown sugar 
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de*mer*it /di'merat/ noun, pi -its [count] 

1 US : a mark that is made on the school record of a student 
who has done something wrong • Students are given demerits 
if they arrive late for classes. 

2 formal : a bad quality in something or someone : a feature 
or part of something or someone that is unpleasant — usual¬ 
ly plural ■ The demerits of that job outweigh the benefits. • 
We considered both the merits and demerits of the plan. 

demi- /Memi/ prefix : half or partly ■ demigod 
demi-god /'dem^gcud / noun, pi -gods [count] 

1 : an extremely impressive or important person : a person 
who seems like a god in some way ■ the demigods of jazz 

2 : a person in mythology who has some of the powers of a 
god : a being in mythology who is part god and part human • 
the Greek demigod Triton 

de-mil-i-ta-rize also Brit de-mll-i-ta-rise /di'nulata.raiz/ 
verb -riz-es; -rized; -riz-ing [+ obj] : to remove weapons 
and military forces from (an area) — usually used as (be) de¬ 
militarized • Analysts predict that the area will not be fully 
demilitarized this year. ■ the demilitarized zone [=DMZ] be¬ 
tween North and South Korea — opposite militarize 

- de-mil-i-ta-ri-za-tion also Brit de-mll-i-ta-ri-sa-tion 
/dqmilataro'zeij'an, Brit (d^nulata^ai'zeijan/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

de-mise /di'maiz/ noun [singular] formal 

1 : an end of life : death ■ She had/owned no property at 
the time of her demise. ■ The musician met an untimely de¬ 
mise. ■ There are several theories about what caused the de¬ 
mise [-extinction] of the dinosaurs. 

2 : the end of something that is thought of as being like a 
death • We have not had truly local news coverage since the 
town newspaper’s demise three years ago. ■ the company’s 
imminent demise ■ Losing this game will mean/spell the 
team’s demise. 

de-mist /di'mist/ verb -mists; -mist-ed; -mist-ing [+ obj] 
Brit : defog 

demi-tasse /'demi,t£es/ noun, pi -tass-es [count] chiefly 
US : a small amount of black coffee that is seived in a small 
cup; also : the cup used to serve it 
demo /'demou/ noun, pi dem-os [count] 

1 : an example of a product that is not yet ready to be sold ■ 
She will be showing a demo of the company’s new alarm sys¬ 
tem. ■ a demo version of the software 

2 : an act of showing someone how something is used or 
done : demonstration ■ I saw a demo on how to use the 
computer program. ■ The salesman gave us a demo of the 
vacuum cleaner, and it seemed to work very well. 

3 : a recording that musicians make in order to show what 
their music is like ■ They sent the demo to several record 
companies. ■ She cut/made a demo last week. 

4 Brit, informal : demonstration 2 ■ an antiwar demo 
de-mob /di’mab/ verb -mobs; -mobbed; -mob-bing 1+ 

obj] chiefly Brit : demobilize 

de-mo-bi-lize also Brit de-mo-bi-lise /di'moub3,laiz/ verb 
-liz-es; -lized; -liz-ing [+ obj] : to release (someone or 
something) from military service ■ Both leaders agreed to de¬ 
mobilize their armies and sign the peace treaty. ■ Ships re¬ 
turned to port to be demobilized. [=to be changed so that 
they were no longer ready for war] 

- de-mo-bi-li-za-tion also Brit de-mo-bl-li-sa-tion 

/di.moubala'zeijan, Brit di.moubajai'zeijan/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

de-moc-ra-CV /di'maikrosi/ noun, pi -cies 

1 a [noncount] : a form of government in which people 
choose leaders by voting ■ The nation has chosen democracy 
over monarchy. ■ the principles of democracy b [count] : a 
country ruled by democracy ■ In a democracy , every citizen 
should have the right to vote. ■ Western democracies 

2 : an organization or situation in which everyone is treated 
equally and has equal rights [count] The company is not a 
democracy, decisions are made by a board of directors, not 
the workers, [noncount] There is democracy within the com¬ 
pany. — see also social democracy 

dem-O-crat /'dcma,kr£et/ noun, pi -crats [count] 

1 : a person who believes in or supports democracy 

2 Democrat : a member of the Democratic Party of the U.S. 

■ a lifelong Democrat — compare republican 
dem-O-crat-ic Adema'kraetik/ adj 

1 : based on a form of government in which the people 
choose leaders by voting : of or relating to democracy ■ The 
dictatorship gave way to a democratic (form of) government. 

■ Democratic elections were held there today for the first 


time. ■ the country’s new democratic constitution ■ Debates 
are an important part of the democratic process. 

2 Democratic : of or relating to one of the two major polit¬ 
ical parties in the U.S. ■ Th e Democratic candidate for gover¬ 
nor won the debate. ■ Most of these policies appeal to Demo¬ 
cratic voters. ■ an interview with a leader of the Democratic 
Party — compare republican 

3 [more most —] : relating to the idea that all people 
should be treated equally ■ democratic principles ■ The orga¬ 
nization works to promote democratic reforms/changes 
around the world. • a more democratic society 

4 [more most ~] formal : designed for or liked by most 
people ■ democratic art ■ Her article extols the benefits of 
democratic education. 

— dem-o-crat.i-cal-ly /^ema'krcetikli/ adv ■ a democrati¬ 
cally elected leader • Decisions in the company are made 
democratically. 

de-moc-ra-tize also Brit de-moc-ra-tise /di'mcckra.taiz/ 
verb -tiz-es; -tized; -tiz-ing 

1 : to make (a country or organization) more democratic [+ 
obj] Community leaders have had some success in democra¬ 
tizing the organization, [no obj ] There is internal pressure on 
the government to democratize. 

2 [+ obj] formal : to make (something) available to all people 
: to make it possible for all people to understand (some¬ 
thing) ■ The magazine’s goal is to democratize art. ■ an effort 
to democratize politics 

— de-moc-ra-ti'za-tion also Brit de-moc-ra-ti-sa-tion 

/di.maikrata'zeijan, Brit di,mDkr3,tai*zeij3n/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

1 de-mo-graph-ic Adema'graefik/rtow/i, pi -ics 

1 demographics [plural] : the qualities (such as age, sex, 
and income) of a specific group of people ■ The town’s demo¬ 
graphics suggest that the restaurant will do well there. ■ The 
newspaper will be making some changes in order to adapt to 
the region’s shifting demographics. ■ The demographics of the 
disease are changing, and we are seeing much younger peo¬ 
ple being affected by it. 

2 [count] : a group of people that has a particular set of qual¬ 
ities — usually singular ■ The magazine is trying to reach a 
younger/older demographic. 

2 demographic adj : of or relating to the study of changes 
that occur in large groups of people over a period of time 
: of or relating to demography ■ The demographic informa¬ 
tion shows that the population increased but the average in¬ 
come went down. ■ demographic trends/changes 
de-mog-ra-phy /di'mccgrafi/ noun [noncount] ; the study 
of changes (such as the number of births, deaths, marriages, 
and illnesses) that occur over a period of time in human pop¬ 
ulations; also : a set of such changes ■ the shifting demogra¬ 
phy of Europe 

— de-mog-ra-pher /di'maigrafa^/ noun, pi -phers [count] 
de-mol-ish /di'mailiJV verb -ish-es; -ished; -ish-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 a : to destroy (a building, bridge, etc.) : to forcefully tear 
down or take apart (a structure) ■ The old factory was de¬ 
molished to make way for a new parking lot. ■ Tons of explo¬ 
sives were used to demolish the building. ■ The town hopes to 
restore the old theater rather than have it demolished, b 
: to damage (something) so that it cannot be repaired • The 
car was demolished in the accident. — often used figurative¬ 
ly - His professional reputation was demolished [-ruined] by 
the scandal. ■ The research demolished several myths about 
the disease. - Her study demolished a theory that had gone 
unquestioned for years. 

2 informal : to eat all of (something) quickly ■ We demol¬ 
ished [= devoured] the pie in only a few minutes. 

3 informal : to defeat (a person or team) easily or completely 

— They demolished the other team 51-7. 
de-mo-li-tion Adema'li/an/ noun, pi -tions ; deliberate de¬ 
struction of a building or other structure [noncount] The 
old factory is scheduled for demolition next week, [count] 
The demolitions should be complete by the end of the year. 

— often used before another noun - He is part of the demoli¬ 
tion crew/team. ■ a demolition project ■ a demolitions expert 

— sometimes used figuratively ■ the demolition of several 
myths about the disease 

demolition derby noun, pi ~ -bies [count] chiefly US: a 
contest in which drivers in old cars crash into each other un¬ 
til only one car is still running 
de-mon /'dilman / noun, pi -mons [count] 

1 ; an evil spirit ■ angels and demons [=devils] 
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2 informal : a person who has a lot of energy or enthusiasm ■ 
She is a demon for work. = She works like a demon, [-she 
works very hard] — see also SPEED DEMON 

3 : something that causes a person to have a lot of trouble or 
unhappiness — usually plural ■ She spent her whole life bat¬ 
tling the demons of drug and alcohol addiction. ■ He finally 
was able to face the demons from his unhappy childhood. ■ 
his inner demons 

demon drink noun 

the demon drink Brit, usually humorous : alcoholic drink • 
slave to the demon drink [-unable to resist drinking alco- 
hol] 

de-mo-ni-ac /di'mouni,jek/ also de-mo-ni-a-cal 

/(diims'najsksl/ adj [more most ~]: demonic ■ demoniac 
possession ■ demoniac fury/energy 
de-mon-ic /di'ma:nik/ adj [more most ~] : caused or 
done by a demon ■ demonic possession : of, relating to, or 
like a demon ■ demonic cruelty/laughter/energy 
de*mon*Stra*ble /di'mamstrabal/ adj [more most ~] 
formal : able to be proven or shown : possible to demon¬ 
strate ■ There is no demonstrable evidence that the treatment 
is effective. ■ a clearly demonstrable improvement 

— de-mon-stra-bly /di'mainstrabli/ adv ■ The statements 
are demonstrably untrue/false. 

dem-on-Strate /'demaniStreit/ verb -strates; -strat-ed; 
-straMng 

1 [+ obj\ a : to prove (something) by showing examples of it 
: to show evidence of (something) ■ Each student must dem¬ 
onstrate mastery of the subject matter in order to pass the 
class. ■ Employees must demonstrate competence in certain 
skills before they can work independently. ■ The medication 
will not be marketed until it is demonstrated to be safe, b 
: to prove (something) by being an example of it : to be evi¬ 
dence of (something) ■ The town’s crowded classrooms dem¬ 
onstrate [-point to ] the need for more schools in the area. ■ 
The latest test results clearly demonstrate that the vaccine 
works. ■ The group’s failed efforts demonstrate how difficult 
it is to convince people to change their habits. 

2 [+ obj] : to show (a quality, feeling, etc.) clearly to other 
people ■ They have demonstrated a willingness to negotiate. 

3 [+ obj] : to show or explain how something is used or done 
: to show or explain the function or use of (something) ■ Sev¬ 
eral people will be demonstrating traditional farming tech¬ 
niques. ■ The instructor demonstrated the correct procedure 
for pruning a tree. ■ Would you mind demonstrating how the 
machine works? 

4 [no obj ] : to take part in an event in which people gather 
together in order to show that they support or oppose some¬ 
thing or someone ■ A large crowd was demonstrating ^pro¬ 
testing] downtown. ■ Protesters demonstrated against the war. 

dem«on*Stra*tion Ademan'streijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : an act of showing someone how something is used or 
done [count] I went to a sculpture demonstration last week¬ 
end. ■ One of the instructors gave/did a demonstration of 
how to prune a tree. ■ Would you mind giving us a demon¬ 
stration so that we can see how the machine works? [non¬ 
count] He brought along a copy of the software for demon¬ 
stration. — sometimes used before another noun ■ We saw a 
demonstration [-demo] version of the new software. 

2 : an event in which people gather together in order to 
show that they support or oppose something or someone 
[count] Students took part in several nonviolent/peaceful 
demonstrations against the government. ■ demonstrations 
against the war = antiwar demonstrations 9 demonstrations 
for women’s rights [noncount] Protesters marched in dem¬ 
onstration. 

3 : an act of showing or proving something [count] The lat¬ 
est tests are a clear demonstration that the vaccine works. — 
often + of ■ a demonstration of their power/loyalty/skill ■ a 
demonstration of grief/bravery ■ They brought some bread to 
share as a demonstration [-token] of goodwill, [noncount] 
Many people sent cards and flowers in demonstration of their 
sympathy. 

— dem-on-stra-tion-al ^deman'streijanj/ adj 9 a demon- 
strational video 

^e.mon.stra.tive /di'ma:nstretiv/ adj 

1 [more most ~] formal : freely and openly showing emo¬ 
tion or feelings ■ She is more demonstrative (about her feel¬ 
ings) than I am. [=she shows her feelings more openly than I 
do] 

2 grammar : showing who or what is being referred to ■ In 
the phrase “this is my hat,” the word “this" is a demonstra¬ 


tive pronoun. ■ In the phrase “give me that book,” the word 
“that” is a demonstrative adjective. 
demonstrative noun, pi -tives [count] : a word (such as 
"this,” “that,” "these,” or “those”) that tells who or what is 
being referred to 

dem-on-stra-tor /'deman,streitaV noun, pi -tors [count] 

1 : a person who is part of an event in which people gather 
together in order to show that they support or oppose some¬ 
thing or someone : a person who participates in a demon¬ 
stration ■ Thousands of demonstrators marched through the 
streets. ■ antiwar demonstrators 

2 : a person who shows other people how something is used 
or done ■ a product demonstrator 

de*mor«aMze also Brit de-mor-al-ise /di'mora.laiz/ verb 
-iz-es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] : to cause (someone) to lose 
hope, courage, or confidence : to weaken the morale of (a 
person or group) ■ They demoralized [- discouraged, disheart¬ 
ened] the other team by scoring three goals in a row. 

— de-mor-al-i-za-tion /d^morala'zeijan, Brit 

d^morajai’zeijan/ noun [noncount] — demoralized adj 
[more most ~] ■ The troops were completely demoral¬ 
ized. — demoralizing adj [more most ~] ■ They suf¬ 
fered a series of demoralizing defeats. 

de-mote /di'mout/ verb -motes; -mot-ed; -mot-ing [+ 
obj] : to change the rank or position of (someone) to a lower 
or less important one ■ Teachers can choose to demote a stu¬ 
dent to a lower grade. ■ The army major was demoted to cap¬ 
tain. — opposite PROMOTE 

— de-mo-tion /di'moufan/ noun, pi -tions [count, non- 
count] 

de-mot-ic /di'mcutik/ adj [more most ~] formal : popu¬ 
lar or common ■ a more demotic way of speaking ■ demotic 
culture 

1 de-mur /di'm»/ verb -murs; -murred; -mur-ring [no obj] 
formal 

1 : to disagree politely with another person’s statement or 
suggestion ■ She suggested that he would win easily, but he 
demurred , saying he expected the election to be close. 

2 : to politely refuse to accept a request or suggestion ■ A 
number of people wanted her to run for governor, but she 
demurred. [=declined] 

2 demur noun [count] chiefly Brit, formal : an act of disagree¬ 
ing about something — usually used in the phrase without 
demur 9 She accepted the group’s decision without demur. 
[=(more commonly) without protest] 
de-mure /di'mju tr! adj [more most —\ 

1 : quiet and polite — usually used to describe a woman or 
girl ■ a demure young lady 

2 : not attracting or demanding a lot of attention ; not 
showy or flashy ■ She was wearing a demure gray suit. ■ the 
demure charm of the cottage ■ a demure personality 

— de-mu re-ly adv ■ a demurely dressed young woman • She 
smiled demurely. — de-mure-ness noun [noncount] 

de-mur-ral /d^maral/ noun, pi -als [count] formal : an act 
of disagreeing politely about something : an act of demur¬ 
ring ■ Suggestions that she run for president have been met 
with repeated demurrals. 

de-mys-ti-fy /di'mistaifai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing [+ obj] 
: to make (something) clear and easy to understand : to ex¬ 
plain (something) so that it no longer confuses or mystifies 
someone ■ The class is intended to demystify the process of 
using a computer. 

— de-mys-ti-fi-ca-tion /di l mistafa , kei.fan// 20 Mw [noncount] 
den /'den/ noun, pi dens [count] 

1 : the home of some kinds of wild animals ■ a fox’s den 
[-lair] 9 The bears will spend most of the winter in their den. 

— see also LION’S den 

2 a US : an informal and comfortable room in a house ■ The 
TV is in the den. b chiefly Brit, informal + old-fashioned : a 
small and quiet room in a house where someone goes to 
read, work, etc. ■ He spent most evenings in the den reading 
and smoking his pipe. 

3 : a secret place where people meet especially to do things 
that are illegal or immoral ■ a den of thieves ■ a gambling den 
■ an opium den ■ the club’s reputation as a den of iniquity [=a 
place where immoral or illegal things are done] 

4 Brit : a small often secret structure that children play in ■ 
The children had built themselves a den in the woods. 

5 US : a group of Cub Scouts — see also den mother 
de-na-tion-al-ize also de-na-tion-al-ise /di'njejanajaiz/ 

verb -iz-es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] Brit : privatize 
de-ni-able /di'najabal/ adj ■ possible to deny ■ The failure of 
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the policy is no longer deniable. [=it is no longer reasonable 
to say that the policy is not failing] — opposite undeniable 
de-ni*al /di'najal/ noun, pi -als 

1 [count] : a statement saying that something is not true or 
real : a statement in which someone denies something ■ She 
issued a flat/absolute/outright denial of the charges made 
against her. ■ The accusations have met with angry denials 
from school officials. ■ The city government has been heavily 
criticized for its denial of the seriousness of the situation. ■ 
her denial of responsibility 

2 [noncount]psychology : a condition in which someone will 
not admit that something sad, painful, etc., is true or real ■ I 
think she’s still in a state of denial about her husband's 
death. [=she still has not fully accepted that her husband is 
dead] — often used in the phrase in denial ■ He’s in denial 
about his drinking problem. [=he will not admit that he 
drinks too much alcohol] 

3 : the act of not allowing someone to have something [non¬ 
count] The hardest part of the punishment was the denial of 
his right to see his children. ■ The group is protesting the de¬ 
nial of voting rights to convicted felons. ■ The lawyers were 
disappointed by the court’s denial of their motion to dismiss 
the case, [count] — usually singular ■ Making false state¬ 
ments on a job application will result in a denial of employ¬ 
ment. ■ The court has issued a denial of their motion. — see 
also SELF-DENIAL 

den-i-grate /'deni,greit/ verb -grates; -grat-ed; -grat-ing 

[+ obj] formal 

1 : to say very critical and often unfair things about (some¬ 
one) ■ Various groups denigrated [= slandered, maligned] both 
candidates throughout the presidential campaign. ■ Her sto¬ 
ry denigrates him as a person and as a teacher. 

2 : to make (something) seem less important or valuable ■ 
Such behavior denigrates [= belittles ] the value of honesty in 
the workplace. ■ No one is trying to denigrate the importance 
of a good education. We all know that it is crucial for suc¬ 
cess. ■ denigrating the talents and achievements of women 

— den*i*gra*tion Adem'greijan/ noun [ noncount] 
den«im /'denam/ noun, pi -ims 

1 [noncount] : a strong usually blue cotton cloth that is used 
especially to make jeans — often used before another noun ■ 
denim jeans ■ a denim skirt/jacket 

2 denims [plural] : pants that are made of denim ■ He’s 
wearing faded denims and cowboy boots. 

den-i*zen /'denazan/ noun, pi -zens [count] : a person, ani¬ 
mal, or plant that lives in or often is found in a particular 
place or region ■ the city’s nightclub denizens l=people who 
often go to nightclubs] — usually + of ■ the denizens of the 
forest ■ He was well known among the denizens of the city’s 
criminal underworld. ■ denizens of the deep [=plants and ani¬ 
mals that live in the deepest parts of the ocean] 
den mother noun, pi ~ -ers [count] US : a woman who is 
the leader of a group of Cub Scouts 
de-nom-i-na-tion /diina.’ma'neijan/ noun, pi -tions 
[count] 

1 : a religious group ■ People from several different religious 
denominations participated in the event. ■ Methodists, Bap¬ 
tists, and other Christian denominations ■ It’s one of the 
more conservative denominations. 

2 a : the value that a particular coin or bill has ■ coins of dif¬ 
ferent denominations [=pennies, nickels, dimes, etc.] ■ The 
kidnappers asked for bills in small denominations, b : an 
amount of money that something is worth * The gift certifi¬ 
cates are available in $5 and $10 denominations. 

3 formal : a general name for a group or kind ■ She spoke 
with people of many different political denominations. 

— de*nom*i*na*tion*al /d^naima'neijan]/ ad) ■ denomina¬ 
tional differences 

de*nom*i*na*tor /di'naimaineita 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] 
mathematics : the number in a fraction that is below the line 
and that divides the number above the line ■ In the fraction 
%, the numerator is 2 and the denominator is 3. — compare 
numerator; see also common denominator 
de»no«ta»tion /,di:nou'teiJan/ noun, pi -tions [count] : the 
meaning of a word or phrase ■ The word has one literal deno¬ 
tation but several different connotations. ■ The definition 
provides the word's denotation. — compare connotation 
de-note /di’nout/ verb -notes; -noted; -not-ing [+obj] for¬ 
mal 

A of a word : to have (something) as a meaning : to mean 
(something) • The word “derby” can denote a horse race or a 
kind of hat. — compare connote 


2 : to show, mark, or be a sign of (something) ■ The symbol * 
next to a name denotes [= indicates] a contest finalist. ■ Her 
death denoted the end of an era. 
de-noue-ment also de-noue-ment /idei,nu:'ma:n/ noun, 
pi -ments [count] formal: the final part of something (such 
as a book, a play, or a series of events) ■ In the play’s denoue¬ 
ment, the two lovers kill themselves. ■ the competition’s ex¬ 
citing denouement 

de-nounce /dl'nauns/ verb -nounc-es; -nounced; 
-nounc-ing [+obj] 

1 : to publicly state that someone or something is bad or 
wrong : to criticize (someone or something) harshly and 
publicly ■ The government called on the group to denounce 
the use of violence. ■ denouncing their political enemies ■ The 
film was denounced for the way it portrayed its female char¬ 
acters. — often + as ■ The film was denounced [=condemned] 
as sexist. ■ His former followers now denounce him as a trai¬ 
tor. ■ The plan was denounced as risky and dangerous. 

2 : to report (someone) to the police or other authorities for 
illegal or immoral acts — often + as • She had to flee the 
country after being denounced as a spy to government au¬ 
thorities. 

dense /'dens/ ad) dens-er; -est [or more —; most ~] 

1 : having parts that are close together ■ They cut a path 
through the dense jungle. ■ dense undergrowth 1 The book’s 
pages were dense [-packed, filled] with helpful ideas. ■ the 
cat’s dense [=thick] coat of fur ■ a dense tangle of wires ■ 
heavy, dense bread ■ a dense cluster of stars 

2 : crowded with people • That part of the city has a dense 
population of immigrants. ■ A dense mass of spectators filled 
the courtroom. 

3 informal : not smart: not able to understand things easily ■ 
I’m sorry to be so dense [=.slow-witted, stupid, dumb] this 
morning. ■ In the movie, she plays his kind but somewhat 
dense aunt. 

4 : difficult to see through ■ We drove though dense [=thick] 
fog/smoke. 

5 : difficult to understand; especially : hard to read ■ The 
book’s technical subject and dense prose will discourage 
many readers. 

6 technical : heavier than most things of the same size ■ a 
dense substance like lead or mercury ■ a disease that causes 
bones to become less dense [=to become less solid and heavy] 
— dense-ly adv • a densely populated area [=an area in 

which many people live] ■ densely forested mountains • a 
densely packed sports arena — dense*ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

den-si-ty /'densati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : the quality or state of being dense: such as a 
: the quality of having parts that are close together ■ the jun¬ 
gle’s density b : the quality of being difficult to see through 
■ We were surprised by the fog’s density. C : the quality of 
being difficult to understand ■ the density of her writing style 

2 ; the amount of something in a particular space or area 
[count] This part of the country has a high population densi¬ 
ty. [=many people live in this part of the country] [non¬ 
count] There has been an increase in (population) density in 
this area. 

3 technical : the amount of matter in something that is 
shown by the relationship between its weight and size 
[count] metals with different densities ■ These instruments 
are used for measuring the density of the atmosphere, [non¬ 
count] older women who have lost bone density [=whose 
bones are less solid and heavy] 

1 dent /'dent/ noun, pi dents [count] : an area on a surface 
that is lower than the rest of the surface especially because 
of being hit or pushed in ■ The accident left/made a small 
dent in the car’s fender. • a few small dents in the wall 
make/put a dent In figurative use, to make a dent (in 
something) or to put a dent in something is to decrease 
something slightly or to make it somewhat weaker. ■ We 
tried our best to fix the problem, but nothing we did seems 
to have made a dent, [^nothing we did has had any effect] ■ 
It s going to take more than a new law to make a dent in 
the city's drug crime. [=a new law is not enough to de¬ 
crease the city's drug crime] ■ The $10,000 payment hardly 
makes a dent in the amount the company owes. • a vaca¬ 
tion that won’t put too big a dent in your wallet [=a vaca¬ 
tion that will not cost a lot of money] 

2 dent verb dents; dent.ed; denying 

1 : to make a dent in (something) [+ obj] I’m af raid I dented 
the wall pretty badly when I was hammering in lhat nail. ■ He 
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dented his (car’s) fender in the accident. ■ Many of the cans 
were badly dented, [no obj ] Some types of metal dent more 
easily than others. 

2 [+ obj] : to decrease (something) : to make (something) 
weaker ■ The team’s confidence has been dented by a recent 
series of losses. 

den-tal /'dentj/ adj : of or relating to teeth or to the work 
dentists do ■ dental decay ■ your dental records [=the infor¬ 
mation about your teeth that your dentist has] ■ She decided 
to go to dental school. [=a school where you are trained to 
be a dentist] 

dental floss noun [ noncount \ : a special thread that is used 
to clean between your teeth — see picture at grooming 
dental hygienist noun, pi ■— -ists [count] : a person who 
works with a dentist and whose job includes cleaning peo¬ 
ple’s teeth 

dente see al dente 

dentist /'dentast/ noun, pi -tists [count] 

1 : a person whose job is to care for people’s teeth ■ I have an 
appointment with my dentist today. = I have a dentist ap¬ 
pointment today. 

2 the dentist or the dentist’s : the place where a dentist 
works ■ I saw her at the dentist last week. ■ He goes to the den¬ 
tist’s for a check-up every six months. 

den-tist-ry /'dentastri/ noun [ noncount \ : the work that a 
dentist does ■ a career in dentistry 
denature /'dcntfa 1 / noun, pi -tilres [count] : a set of artificial 
teeth — usually plural ■ She takes out her dentures before 
going to bed. ■ a new pair of dentures [=false teeth] ■ partial 
dentures |=a partial set of artificial teeth] 
de-nude /dl'nurd, Brit di'nju.d/ verb -nudes; -nud-ed; 
-nud-ing [+ obj] : to remove all the trees from (an area) or 
all the leaves from (a tree) ■ Excessive logging has denuded 
the hillside of trees. — usually used as (be) denuded • a coun¬ 
tryside denuded by wildfires • a landscape of denuded trees 

— sometimes used figuratively ■ people denuded of hope 
[=people who have lost all hope] 

de-nun-Cl'-a-tion /dqnAnsi'eiJan/ noun, pi -tions : a pub¬ 
lic statement that strongly criticizes someone or something 
as being bad or wrong : a statement that denounces some¬ 
thing or someone [count] The attack drew strong denuncia¬ 
tions from leaders around the world. ■ a denunciation of vio¬ 
lence [noncount] a letter of denunciation 
Den-ver boot /'denva'-/ noun, pi ~ boots [count] US : an 
object that the police lock onto one of the wheels of a car so 
that the car cannot be moved A Denver boot is usually 
placed on a car in order to force the car’s owner to pay mon¬ 
ey that is owed for parking illegally. — called also (US) boot, 
(Brit) clamp, (Brit) wheel clamp 
de-ny /di'nai/ verb -nies; -nied; -ny-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to say that something is not true • He denied the report 
that he would be quitting his job. ■ She denies all the charges 
that have been made against her. ■ I don't deny that I have 
made some mistakes. [=1 admit that I have made some mis¬ 
takes] ■ They are still denying (that) the problem exists. ■ The 
police deny that racism is a problem in the department. ■ Yes. 

1 was there. I don’t deny it. ■ There’s no denying [=it is clearly 
true] that he knows how to run a successful company, b 
: to refuse to accept or admit (something) ■ You can't deny 
her beauty. = You can't deny that she is beautiful. ■ She de¬ 
nied responsibility [=she said that she was not responsible] 
for the error. 

2 : to refuse to give (something) to someone : to prevent 
someone from having or receiving (something) ■ The banks 
denied [-refused] them credit. ■ The judge denied their re¬ 
quest. • I don't want to deny them this pleasure. = I don't 
want to deny this pleasure to them. ■ a government that de¬ 
nies its citizens basic freedoms — see also denied bail at 
‘bail 

deny yourself : to not allow yourself to enjoy things or to 
have the things that you want ■ On this diet, I don’t feel like 
I'm denying myself. ■ I'm not denying myself the foods that I 
love. I'm just eating smaller amounts. ■ He's always denied 
himself the simple pleasures in life, 
de-odor-ant /di'oudarant/ noun, pi -ants [count, noncount] 
: a substance that you put on your body and especially un¬ 
der your arms to prevent, remove, or hide unpleasant smells 

— see picture at grooming; compare antiperspirant 

— deodorant adj, always used before a noun ■ deodorant 
soap 

de-odor-ize also Brit de-odor-ise /di*oud3,raiz/ verb -iz- 
es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ obj ] : to remove an unpleasant smell 


from (something) ■ We had the carpet cleaned and deodor¬ 
ized. 

- de-odor-iz-er also Brit de-odor-is-er noun, pi -ers 
[count] ■ room deodorizers 

de-oxy-ri-bo-nu-cle-ic acid /di'cnkshraibounu'kliijik-/ 
noun [noncount] technical : dna 
dep. abbr depart; departure ■ flight 348 dep. 8:30 a.m. 
de-part /di'pa^t/ verb -parts; -part-ed; -part-ing 

1 somewhat formal a : to leave a place especially to start a 
journey [no obj] The group is scheduled to depart tomorrow 
at 8:00 a.m. ■ Our flight departs at 6:15 a.m. ■ The train de¬ 
parted (from the station) on time. [+ obj] (US) ■ The train de¬ 
parted the station on time, b [no obj]: to leave a job or po¬ 
sition ■ He is departing after 20 years with the company. ■ She 
is replacing the departing manager. [=the manager who is 
leaving that job] 

2 [no obj] : to change something or do something in a differ¬ 
ent way — usually + from ■ The river departs [=turns, devi¬ 
ates] from its original course a few miles downstream. • The 
actors were not allowed to depart from the script. [=they 
were not allowed to say anything that was not in the script] ■ 
The company’s managers don’t want to depart from an ap¬ 
proach that has worked well in the past. [=they do not want 
to change their approach] 

depart this life formal : to die ■ My aunt departed this life at 
the age of 92. 

departed adj 

1 somewhat formal: no longer living — used as a polite way 
to say that someone is dead ■ We have come to say goodbye 
to our dear departed friend. ■ his recently departed father 

2 literary : existing in the past ■ These clothes recall the ele¬ 
gance of a departed [-bygone] era. 

the departed : people who have died ■ They left flowers at 
the graves of the departed. ■ the spirits of the departed 
de-part-ment /di'paaTmant/ noun, pi -merits [count] 

1 : one of the major parts of a company, organization, gov¬ 
ernment, or school ■ Your letter has been forwarded to our 
sales department. ■ When you get to the hospital, go directly 
to the X-ray department. ■ the country’s energy department ■ 
the Department of Defense = the Defense Department ■ the 
county sheriffs department ■ the university’s math and sci¬ 
ence departments ■ the department of modern languages • the 
college’s athletic department ■ She joined the town’s police 
department. — abbr. dept.] see also fire department 

2 : an area in a store where a particular kind of product is 
sold ■ the toy department ■ ‘‘Which department should we go 
to first?” “I’d like to start in the men’s department." [=the 
part of the store that sells clothing for men] 

3 informal a : a subject or activity that a person is interest¬ 
ed in or responsible for ■ Taking care of the cat is not my de¬ 
partment. I -responsibility] b often humorous — used to say 
that someone or something has or does not have a particular 
quality ■ She's sweet, but she’s somewhat lacking in the intel¬ 
ligence department. [=she is not very intelligent] ■ He does 
pretty well in the looks department. [=he is attractive] ■ Both 
cars do well in the safety department. [=both cars are safe to 
drive] 

— de-part-men-tal /d^paaT'mEnt]/ adj ■ departmental re¬ 
sponsibilities ■ the departmental budget 

de-part-men-tal-ize also Brit de-part-men-tal-ise 
/di,payments,laiz/ verb -iz-es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] : to 
divide (something, such as a company) into departments ■ 
The organization is highly departmentalized. 
department store noun, pi ~ stores [count] : a large 
store that has separate areas in which different kinds of 
products are sold 

de-par-ture /di'poetfW noun, pi -tures 

1 : the act of departing: such as a : the act of leaving a 
place especially to start a journey [noncount] What is your 
time of departure ? ■ Our departure is scheduled for 5 p.m. = 
Our departure time is 5 p.m. ■ They had to postpone (their) 
departure because of bad weather. ■ You should plan to ar¬ 
rive at the airport an hour before departure. ■ the ferry’s de¬ 
parture point [count] a schedule of arrivals and departures 
b [count] : the act of leaving a job, an organization, etc. ■ The 
departures of several key employees have caused problems 
for the company. ■ her sudden departure from the company ■ 
The team has struggled since the departure of its head coach. 

2 [count] : a new or different way of doing something ■ His 
previous movies have all been comedies, so this dramatic 
role is a real departure for him. — often + from ■ These new 
techniques are major/dramatic/radical departures from stan- 
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dard practices. ■ a departure from tradition — see also POINT 
OF DEPARTURE 

defend /depend/ verb -pends; -pend-ed; -pending [no 

obj] informal — used in speech in phrases like it depends 
and that depends to say that the answer to a question will be 
different in different situations ■ “Are you going to the par¬ 
ty?” “I might. It depends .” [=1 do not know yet; there may be 
something that prevents me from being able to go or from 
wanting to go] ■ “Do you think you’ll go back to college?" "It 
all depends. I will if 1 can afford it.” ■ “Which team do you 
think will win?” “ Ihat depends. If all of our players are 
healthy, I think we’ll win.” ■ ( very informal) “How long does 
it take to get to the airport?” “ Depends . If you’re going dur¬ 
ing rush hour it’ll take at least an hour. If not, you can prob¬ 
ably be there in 20 minutes.” 

depend on/upon [phrasal verb] depend on/upon (someone 
or something) 1 : to be determined or decided by (some¬ 
thing) ■ We’re not sure if we’ll have the picnic. It depends 
on the weather. [=if the weather is good we will have the 
picnic] ■ “Will you go back to college?” “I don’t know. It 
depends on whether or not I can afford it." ■ The stamp’s 
value depends on how rare it is. ■ Depending upon your 
child’s weight and height, she or he may have to sit in the 
back seat of the car. ■ It’s not clear how many people were 
at the rally. Reports vary between 10,000 and 20,000, de¬ 
pending on who’s counting. [=some people report that 
there were 10,000 people at the rally, others report that 
there were 20,000] — sometimes used informally without 
on or upon ■ “Are you happy?” “It depends what you mean 
by ’happy.’” — see also life depends on at ’life 2 : to 
need (someone or something) for support, help, etc. ■ He 
no longer depends on [=relies on] his parents for money. ■ 
They depend heavily/largely/solely/entirely on her income 
to pay the bills, [^without her income they would not be 
able to pay their bills] 3 : to be sure about (someone or 
something) : to trust (someone or something) ■ She’s some¬ 
one you can always depend on. [=count on] ■ She will be re¬ 
membered as a woman upon whom people could depend. ■ 
The manufacturer promises quality you can depend on. — 
sometimes used humorously ■ You could always depend on 
him to disagree. [=you could always be sure that he would 
disagree] ■ I can always depend on it to rain on days when I 
forget my umbrella. 

de*pend*able /di^pendabal/ adj [more most ~] : able to 
be trusted to do or provide what is needed : able to be de¬ 
pended on ■ The old well is a dependable source of water. 
[=there is always water in the old well] ■ a dependable [-reli¬ 
able] old car ■ He’s the team’s most dependable [= consistent] 
player. 

— de-pend-abihi-ty /dLpcnda'bilati/ noun [, noncount\ ■ the 
car’s proven dependability [= reliability] — de-pend-ably 
/di'pendabli/ adv • a plant that will bloom dependably [=re¬ 
liably], year after year 

de*pen*dence /di'pendans/ noun : the state of being de¬ 
pendent: such as a : the state of needing something or 
someone else for support, help, etc. — + on or upon [non¬ 
count ] The company was hurt by its dependence on govern¬ 
ment loans. ■ Our dependence upon foreign oil makes our 
economy vulnerable, [singular] a harmful dependence on 
foreign oil b : the state of being addicted to alcohol or a 
drug [noncount] drug and alcohol dependence [-addiction, 
dependency] [singular] — usually + on • She eventually de¬ 
veloped a dependence on the painkillers she was taking. 
de*pen*den*cy /di'pendansi/ noun, pi -cies 

1 : the quality of being dependent : dependence [non- 
count] the country’s dependency on foreign oil ■ drug/chemi¬ 
cal dependency [=addiction] [singular] a dependency on for¬ 
eign oil 

2 [count] : an area that is controlled by a country but that is 
not formally a part of it 

1 de-pen-dent/di'pcndant/at# [more —• most ~] 

1 : decided or controlled by something else — + on or upon ■ 
The stamp’s value is dependent on how rare it is. ■ She be¬ 
lieves that success is dependent upon hard work. • Whether 
or not we go is entirely dependent on the weather. 

2 : needing someone or something else for support, help, 
etc. ■ soldiers with dependent children [=soldiers who have 
children whose food, clothing, etc., they are responsible for 
providing] — usually + on or upon ■ The region’s economy is 
heavily/highly/largely dependent on tourism. ■ They’re en¬ 
tirely dependent on her income to pay the bills. ■ He re¬ 
mained financially dependent on his parents even as an adult. 


• children who are emotionally dependent on their mothers ■ 
The theater is dependent upon the generosity of its patrons to 
pay for basic operating expenses. 

3 : addicted to alcohol or a drug ■ He has been alcohol de¬ 
pendent for several years. • chemically dependent patients 
[=patients who are addicted to a drug] 
dependent also Brit de-pen-dant /di'pendant/ noun, pi 
-ents [count] : a person (such as a child) whose food, cloth¬ 
ing, etc., you are responsible for providing • The insurance 
provides coverage for workers and their dependents. • a per¬ 
son’s spouse and dependents ■ Do you have any dependents ",? 
dependent clause noun, pi ~ clauses [count] grammar 
: SUBORDINATE CLAUSE 

de-pict /dl'pikt/ verb -picts; -pict-ed; -pict-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to show (someone or something) in a picture, painting, 
photograph, etc. ■ The wall was painted with a large mural 
depicting famous scenes from American history. ■ Several of 
the architect’s most famous buildings will soon be depicted 
on postage stamps. ■ The photograph depicts the two broth¬ 
ers standing in front of a store. ■ Angels are usually depicted 
with wings. ■ In the drawing, the magic cap was depicted as a 
soft, black hat. 

2 : to describe (someone or something) using words, a story, 
etc. ■ The movie depicts the life of early settlers. ■ I like the 
way she depicts the characters in her novels. - His enemies 
depict [=portray] him as a cruel and dangerous leader. 

— de-pic-tion /di'pik/an/ noun, pi -tions [count] an hon¬ 
est depiction of life in the city [noncount] The book is fas¬ 
cinating in its depiction of the country’s early history. 

de-pil-a-tO-ry /di'piteitori, Brit di'pilatri/ noun, pi -ries 
[count] : a substance that removes body hair you do not 
want 

— depilatory adj, always used before a noun ■ a depilatoty 
cream 

de-plane /di'plein/ verb -planes; -planed; -plan-ing [no 

obj] chiefly US : to get out of an airplane after it arrives at an 
airport ■ We were the last passengers to deplane. [=get off the 
plane] 

de-plete /di'pliit/ verb -pletes; -plet-ed; -plet-ing [+ obj] 
: to use most or all of (something important) : to greatly re¬ 
duce the amount of (something) ■ Activities such as logging 
and mining deplete our natural resources. ■ We completely 
depleted our life savings when we bought our new house. — 
often used as (be) depleted ■ The soil has been depleted by 
years of drought. ■ lakes and rivers that are depleted of fish ■ 
depleted soil ■ the country’s badly depleted resources 

— de-ple-tion /di'pli:/an/ noun, pi -tions [count] a deple¬ 
tion of the water supply [noncount] the depletion of the 
ozone layer = ozone depletion 

de-plor-able /di'plorabal/ adj [more most ~] : very bad 
in a way that causes shock, fear, or disgust : deserving to be 
deplored ■ The company has shown a deplorable [-appalling, 
unconscionable] lack of concern for the environment. ■ chil¬ 
dren living in deplorable [-horrible, disgusting, terrible] condi¬ 
tions ■ deplorable ignorance 

— de-plor-ably /di'plorabli/ adv ■ deplorably cruel 
de-plore /di'ploa 1 / verb -plores; -plored; -plor-ing [+ obj] 

: to hate or dislike (something) very much : to strongly dis¬ 
approve of (something) ■ We deplore the development of nu¬ 
clear weapons. ■ Many people deplored the change. ■ Al¬ 
though deplored by many, her decisions have greatly 
benefited the company. 

de-ploy /di'ploi/ verb -ploys; -ployed; -ploy-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to organize and send out (people or things) to be 
used for a particular purpose ■ The troops were deployed for 
battle. ■ They plan to deploy more American soldiers over 
the next six months. ■ Two scientists were deployed to study 
the problem. • Both campaigns are deploying volunteers to 
the cities to encourage people to vote. ■ Equipment and sup¬ 
plies have been deployed across the country. - He deploys 
several arguments to prove his point. 

2 : to open up and spread out the parts of (something, such 
as a parachute) [+ obj] Wait several seconds before deploy¬ 
ing the parachute. ■ The boat’s sails were not fully deployed, 
[no obj] The parachute failed to deploy properly. 

— de-ploy-ment /di'ploimant/ noun, pi -merits [count] 
additional troop deployments ■ a monthlong deployment 
[noncount] the deployment of ground troops 

de-po-lit-i-cize also Brit de-po-lit-i‘Cise /jdiipa'hta^aiz/ 
verb -ciz-es; -cized; -ciz-ing [+ obj] : to change (some¬ 
thing) so that it is no longer influenced or controlled by pol¬ 
itics ■ She says we need to depoliticize the process by which 




447 


depopulate • depressant 


judges are chosen. ■ The humanitarian aid groups want to see 
foreign aid depoliticized. — opposite politicize 

-de-po-lit-i-ci-za-tion also Brit de-po-lit-i-ci-sa-tion 

Adiipailitasa'zeijan, Brit .diipa.lita^a^zeijan/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

de-pop-U-late /di'parpjsjeit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -lat-ing 

[+ obj] : to greatly reduce the number of people living in (a 
city, region, etc.) ■ Large areas of the country had been de¬ 
populated by disease. ■ an empty, depopulated landscape 

— de-pop-u-la-tion /d^paipja'leijan/ noun [ noncount ] 
de-port /di'poa*/ verb -ports; -port-ed; -port-ing [+ obj] 

: to force (a person who is not a citizen) to leave a country ■ 
Thousands of immigrants had been illegally deported. 

— de-por-ta-tion /.di^po^'teijan/ noun, pi -tions [non¬ 
count] She is now facing deportation. [=she may be forced 
to leave the country] ■ a deportation hearing [count] The 
government has ordered thousands of deportations. — de¬ 
portee /diipoa-'ti:/ noun, pi -tees [count] ■ thousands of 
deportees [=people who have been deported] 

de-port-ment /di'poa'tmant/ noun [noncount] formal : the 
way that a person behaves, stands, and moves especially in a 
formal situation ■ The new students were instructed in prop¬ 
er dress and deportment. ■ His stiff deportment matched his 
strict demeanor. 

de-pose /dl'pouz/ verb -pos-es; -posed; -pos-ing [+ obj] 
: to remove (someone) from a powerful position ■ The group 
is plotting to depose [= overthrow] the king. ■ a deposed mili¬ 
tary leader 

1 de-pOS-it /di < pa:zat/ verb -its; -it-ed; -it-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to put (money) in a bank account ■ Your paycheck will 
be automatically deposited into your account. ■ I deposited 
over $3,000 this afternoon. 

2 somewhat formal: to put or leave (someone or something) 
in a particular place ■ He carefully deposited [=(more com¬ 
monly) put, placed] the tools in the trunk of his car. ■ Please 
deposit your things in your room and return to the hotel lob¬ 
by. ■ The taxi deposited us at the train station. 

3 : to leave an amount of (something, such as sand, snow, or 
mud) on a surface or area especially over a period of time ■ 
layers of mud deposited by floodwaters • The storm may de¬ 
posit [-leave] up to three feet of snow in some areas. 

— de-pos-i-tor /di'paizat zrj noun, pi -tors [count] ■ bank 
depositors [^people who put money in a bank account] 

2 deposit noun, pi -its [count] 

1 : an amount of money that is put in a bank account - a 
bank deposit ■ a deposit of $3,000 ■ savings deposits [=money 
put into savings accounts] ■ I need to make a deposit [=put 
some money in a bank account! this afternoon. ■ Our 
records show that she made a large deposit to her account 
earlier in the month. — opposite withdrawal; see also di¬ 
rect DEPOSIT, SAFE-DEPOSIT BOX 

2 a : money that you give someone when you agree to buy 
something (such as a house or car) ^ A deposit shows that 
there is an agreement between a buyer and seller. When the 
sale is made final, the seller keeps the deposit as the first pay¬ 
ment. ■ He just put a deposit on a new house. ■ The company 
will refund your deposit since they are unable to do the 
project for you. b : money that you pay when you buy or 
rent something and that you can get back if you return the 
thing or leave it in good condition ■ If you return that empty 
soda can, you’ll get back the five-cent deposit you paid when 
you bought the soda. ■ The rental car company requires a de¬ 
posit for drivers under the age of 25. — see also security 
deposit 

3 a : an amount of something (such as sand, snow, or mud) 
that has formed or been left on a surface or area over a peri¬ 
od of time ■ a deposit of mud left by the flood ■ He had sur¬ 
gery to remove calcium deposits from his knee. - the buildup 
of fat/fatty deposits in the arteries b : an amount of a sub¬ 
stance (such as oil or coal) that exists naturally in the ground 
■ Their company has discovered new oil deposits below the 
ocean floor. ■ mineral deposits 

on deposit ^ Money that has been put in a bank is on de¬ 
posit. ■ The company has millions of dollars on deposit with 
several foreign banks. ■ money/funds on deposit in/at the 
bank 

deposit account noun, pi ~ -counts [count] chiefly Brit 

: SAVINGS ACCOUNT 

de-po-si-tion Adcpa'zijan/ noun, pi -tions 
1 [count] law : a formal statement that someone who has 
promised to tell the truth makes so that the statement can be 
used in court; especially : a formal statement that is made 


before a trial by a witness who will not be present at the trial 

■ She gave a videotaped deposition about what she saw that 
night. - His attorneys took depositions from the witnesses. 

2 [noncount] technical : the action of depositing something 
(such as sand, snow, or mud) on a surface or area especially 
over a period of time ■ the deposition of sand and gravel on 
the river bed 

3 [count, noncount] formal : the act removing someone from 
a powerful position : the act of deposing someone ■ deposi¬ 
tion of the king 

de-pos-i-to-ry /di'pa:z3|tori, Brit di'pozatri/ noun, pi -ries 
[count]: a place where something is put so that it can be kept 
safe • a book/food depository ■ The bank is used as a deposito¬ 
ry for government funds. 

deposit Slip noun, pi — slips [count] US : a piece of paper 
that you give with a bank deposit to show how much money 
you are putting in an account — called also (Brit) paying-in 
slip 

de-pot /'dcpou, 'diipou/ noun, pi depots [count] 

1 US : a train or bus station ■ the train/bus depot 

2 : a place where military supplies are kept or where soldiers 
are trained ■ supply/weapons depots 

3 : a place where goods are stored : storehouse ■ a storage 
depot 

de-praved /di'preivd/ adj [more most ~] : very evil 
: having or showing an evil and immoral character ■ a de¬ 
praved criminal ■ the work of depraved minds ■ He acted with 
depraved indifference to human suffering, 
de-prav-i-ty /di'prsevati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : a very evil quality or way of behaving ■ He was 
sinking into a life of utter depravity. ■ moral/sexual depravity 

■ People were shocked by the depravity of her actions. 

2 [count] : an evil or immoral act ■ the depravities of war 
dep-re-cate /'dcpn.keit/ verb -cates; -cat-ed; -cat-ing [+ 

obj] formal : to criticize or express disapproval of (someone 
or something) ■ I don’t mean to deprecate [=belittle, mini¬ 
mize] his accomplishments. 

— deprecating adj [more most ~] ■ Her office issued an 
apology after she made some deprecating remarks about 
her opponent. — see also self-deprecating — dep-re- 
ca-tion Adepn'keijan/ noun [noncount] ■ the deprecation 
of old methods — dep-re-ca-to-ry /'depr^keitari, 
‘dcpnka.tori, Brit 'dcpnkeitri/ adj [more most —■] ■ She 
had made some deprecatory remarks about her opponent. 

de-pre-ci-ate /di , pri:J’i,eit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing 

1 a [+ obj] : to cause (something) to have a lower price or 
value ■ These changes have greatly depreciated the value of 
the house, b [no obj] : to decrease in value ■ New cars de¬ 
preciate rapidly. ■ The value of the house has depreciated 
greatly. — opposite appreciate 

2 [+ obj] formal: to describe (something) as having little val¬ 
ue ■ He often depreciates [=disparages , belittles] the impor¬ 
tance of his work. 

de-pre-Ci-a-tion /di,pri:J’i , eiJ’3n/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a decrease in the value of something ■ You’ll need to esti¬ 
mate the car’s depreciation. • currency depreciation 

— opposite appreciation 

2 formal : the act of making a person or a thing seem less 
valuable ■ the depreciation of the role of art in our schools 

dep-re-da-tion /^cpra'deijan/ noun, pi -tions formal : a 
usually violent act in which something is damaged or de¬ 
stroyed or in which a person or animal is killed [count] — 
usually plural ■ The town had somehow escaped the depreda¬ 
tions of enemy soldiers, [noncount] a brutal act of depreda¬ 
tion • trying to prevent livestock depredation by wolves 
de-press /di'pres/ verb -press.es; -pressed; -press-ing 
[+ obj\ 

1 : to make (someone) feel sad : to make (someone) de¬ 
pressed ■ The news seemed to depress him a little. ■ I don’t 
mean to depress you, but there’s no way we can win. ■ We 
were all depressed by the loss. ■ You shouldn't let this kind of 
problem depress you. 

2 : to decrease the activity or strength of (something) ■ This 
medicine may depress [=decrease] your appetite. [=it may 
make you less hungry] ■ These changes could depress the 
economy. ■ Market conditions are likely to depress earnings 
in the next quarter. ■ depressing the price of a stock 

3 formal : to press (something) down • Slowly depress the 
car’s brake pedal. ■ Depress the “shift” key on your keyboard. 

■ The doctor will depress your tongue and look at your 
throat. 

de-pres-sant /di'prcsnt/ noun, pi -sants [count] : a chem- 
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ical substance (such as a drug) that makes a body’s systems 
less active ■ alcohol and other depressants — see also anti¬ 
depressant 

— depressant adj • the depressant effects of alcohol 

depressed /di'prest/ adj [more most ~] 

1 a : feeling sad ■ I’ve been feeling a little depressed [^infor¬ 
mally) down , blue ] lately. ■ The rainy weather had her feeling 
lonely and depressed. ■ He was depressed about having to re¬ 
turn to school. ■ in a depressed mood b : having a serious 
medical condition that causes a person to feel very sad, 
hopeless, and unimportant : suffering from mental depres¬ 
sion ■ The new drug is being tested on a group of severely de¬ 
pressed patients. 

2 : having little economic activity and few jobs : suffering 
from economic depression ■ living in a depressed area • a de¬ 
pressed economy 

3 : less strong, active, high, etc., than usual ■ The patient has 
a somewhat depressed appetite. ■ Prices have remained at a 
depressed level. 

depressing adj [more most ~]: causing someone to feel 
sad or without hope : causing depression ■ This rainy weath¬ 
er is depressing. ■ He paints a depressing picture of modem 
life. ■ a very/deeply depressing movie 

— de-press*ing*ly adv • depressingly bad weather ■ a de- 
pressingly familiar situation 

de*pres*sion /di'pre/an/ noun, pi -sions 

1 [noncount] a : a state of feeling sad ■ anger, anxiety, and 
depression b : a serious medical condition in which a per¬ 
son feels very sad, hopeless, and unimportant and often is 
unable to live in a normal way ■ She has been undergoing 
treatment for severe/deep depression. ■ Many people suffer 
from clinical depression for years before being diagnosed. ■ 
bouts/periods of depression — see also manic depression 

2 : a period of time in which there is little economic activity 
and many people do not have jobs [count] After several 
years of an economic boom, it looks as though we may be 
heading toward a depression. • He grew up during the (Great) 
Depression. [=the 1930s, when the U.S. and many other 
countries were in a very bad depression] [noncount] periods 
of economic depression 

3 [count] : an area on a surface that is lower than other parts 
: a low spot ■ The photographs show depressions in the 
moon's surface. 

4 [count] weather : a large area where there is low pressure in 
the atmosphere with usually clouds and rain ■ a tropical de¬ 
pression 

de-pres-sive /di'presiv/ ad), medical : of or relating to the 
medical condition of depression ■ a depressive disorder/ill¬ 
ness — see also manic-depressive 

— depressive noun, pi -sives [count] ■ treatment of depres- 
sives [^people who suffer from depression] 

dep-ri'Va-tion Adepra'veijan/ noun, pi -tions : the state of 
not having something that people need : the state of being 
deprived of something [noncount] She is studying the effects 
of sleep deprivation. ■ social/emotional deprivation [count] 
She eventually overcame the deprivations of her childhood. 
de*prive /di'praiv/ verb -prives; -prived; -priv-ing 
deprive of [phrasal verb] deprive (someone or something) of 
(something) : to take something away from someone or 
something : to not allow (someone or something) to have 
or keep (something) ■ The change in her status deprived 
her of access to classified information. ■ The new environ¬ 
mental law will deprive some fishermen of their livelihood. 
■ They're depriving him of a chance to succeed. ■ I don’t 
want to deprive you of this opportunity to meet new peo¬ 
ple. — often used as (be) deprived of ■ The children are be¬ 
ing deprived of a good education. ■ The study is examining 
what happens to people when they mre deprived of sleep, 
deprived adj [more most ~] : not having the things that 
are needed for a good or healthy life ■ emotionally deprived 
children ■ The diet allows you to eat small amounts of your 
favorite foods, so you won’t feel deprived. • people who are 
sleep-deprived [=people who do not get enough sleep] 
dept, abbr department 
depth /'dep0/ noun, pi depths 
Ta a distance below a surface [count] These fish typically 
live at depths of 500 feet or more. ■ Students will test the tem¬ 
perature of the water at different/varying/various depths. ■ 
shallow/great depths • The boat sank to a depth of several 
hundred feet. ■ measuring the depth of the water/river/sea ■ 
the depth of a hole ■ The pool has a depth of 12 feet, [non¬ 
count] The pool is 12 feet in depth. [=12 feet deep] b [count] 


: the distance from the front of something to the back — 
usually singular ■ Measure the height, width, and depth of 
the cabinet. ■ The bench’s depth is 22 inches. 

2 [count] : an area that exists far below a surface or far inside 
something : a deep place or area — usually plural ■ They dis¬ 
appeared into the depths of the forest. • Scientists have begun 
using the machine to explore the ocean depths. ■ the black 
depths of outer space — often used figuratively ■ The actress 
must examine her own emotional depths to perform the role 
successfully. ■ Around midnight, a loud noise woke us from 
the depths of sleep. • I knew in the depths of my heart/soul/ 
being [=1 believed very strongly] that we would survive. ■ The 
memory lies hidden in the depths of her mind. [=she has not 
thought about the memory in a long time] ■ in the depths of 
winter [=in the middle of winter; in the coldest part of win¬ 
ter] 

3 [count] a : a very low or bad state or condition — usually 
plural ■ After losing his job, he sank into the depths of mis¬ 
ery/despair/depression. ■ The film portrays a family’s diffi¬ 
cult climb from the depths of poverty. • I can’t believe he 
lied. He’s really sunk to new depths. • The team is reaching t 
plumbing new depths this season. [=the team is playing 
worse than it ever has before] b : the worst part of some¬ 
thing ■ I began working at the factory during the depth/ 
depths of the Depression. 

4 [noncount] : the quality of being deep: such as a : the 
quality of being strongly felt ■ We were surprised by the 
depth of her anger/pain/shame. ■ He wanted to express the 
depth of his love for her. ■ No one doubted the depth of his 
faith. [=they all knew that his faith was strong] ■ the depth of 
her commitment to the project ■ The dancers expressed great 
depth of feeling/emotion, b : the quality of being very bad 
or serious ■ I was shocked when I realized the depth of the 
problem. C : the quality of being complete or thorough ■ 
We were impressed by the depth [-extent] of her experience/ 
knowledge. ■ Your essay lacks depth. [=it does not cover its 
topic in a complete way] d : the quality of being strong in 
color, taste, etc. ■ the depth of a color ■ The wine has great 
depth of flavor, e : the quality of being low in sound ■ the 
depth of his voice f US, sports : the quality of having many 
good players on a team ■ The team lacks depth this year. 

in depth : in a thorough or complete way ■ The problem has 
yet to be examined/explored/studied in depth, [-thorough¬ 
ly] ■ These topics need to be discussed in (more/greater) 
depth. — see also in-depth 

out of your depth also beyond your depth 1 : dealing 
with a situation or subject that is too difficult for you ■ 
When the debate turned to physics, I knew that I was out of 
my depth, [-in over my hemd] 2 chiefly Brit : in water that 
is deeper than your height ■ He is just getting used to swim¬ 
ming in water that is out of his depth. [=over his hemd] 
depth charge noun, pi charges [count] : a bomb that is 
made to explode under water at a particular depth in order 
to destroy submarines 

depth perception noun [noncount] : the ability to see 
how far away something is or how much space is between 
things 

dep-U-ta-tion /rfcpja'teij'an/ noun, pi -tions [count] formal 
: a group of people who are sent to a place to represent other 
people ■ Many countries will be sending deputations to the 
peace conference. 

de*pute /dl'pjuit/ verb -putes; -put«ed; -put-ing [+ obj] 
chiefly Brit, formal : to give (someone) a job or responsibility 
■ Several officers were deputed to guard the building. ■ I’ve 
been deputed to meet them at the airport. 

dep a U»tize also Brit dep*u*tise /'depj3,taiz/ verb -tiz-es; 
-tized; -tiz-ing 

1 [+ obj] chiefly US : to give (someone) the power to do 
something in place of another person : to make (someone) a 
deputy — often followed by to + verb ■ The new system depu¬ 
tizes the nurses to perform some of the doctors’ duties. 

2 [no obj] Brit : to act in place of another person : to act ./or 
someone as a deputy • I deputize for the newspaper's editor 
on the weekends. 

dep a U*ty Alepjati/ noun, pi -ties [count] 

1 : an important assistant who helps the leader of a govern¬ 
ment, organization, etc. ■ (US) a sheriff’s deputy [=an assis¬ 
tant who helps a sheriff enforce the law] — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ a deputy sheriff ■ She’s now the 
department's deputy director. ■ a deputy mayor 

2 : a member of Parliament in some countries 
de-rail /di'reil/ verb -rails; -railed; -rail-ing 
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1 [no obj ] of a train : to leave its tracks ■ The train derailed in 
heavy snow. 

2 [+ obj] : to cause (a train) to leave its tracks ■ The train was 
derailed by heavy snow. — often used figuratively ■ His plans 
for becoming a professional football player were derailed 
[=ruined] by several injuries in college. ■ The incident threat¬ 
ened to derail her career. 

— de-rail-ment /di'reilmant/ noun, pi -merits [count] 
train derailments [noncount] the threat of derailment ■ de¬ 
railment of the peace process 

de*raiMeur /dPreiW noun, pi -leurs [count] : a part on a 
bicycle that is used to change gears by moving the chain 
from one gear to another one — see picture at bicycle 
de*ranged /di'remcfcd/ adj [more most ~] : unable to 
think or act in a normal or logical way especially because of 
severe mental illness : crazy or insane ■ The actor was being 
followed by a (mentally) deranged fan. ■ deranged criminals ■ 
a deranged mind 

— de-range-ment /di'reimcfemant/ noun [noncount] • men¬ 
tal derangement 

der*by /'dabi, Brit 'daibi/ noun, pi -bies [count] 

1 : a type of horse race that takes place every year — used 
especially in proper names ■ the Kentucky Derby 

2 : a race or contest ■ a fishing derby — see also demoli¬ 
tion DERBY, ROLLER DERBY 

3 Brit : a game between local sports teams ■ a derby between 
Manchester United and Manchester City 

4 US : a hard usually black cloth hat that has a round top 
and that was worn by men especially in the 1800s — called 
also (US) derby hat, (chiejly Brit) bowler 

de*reg*U*late /di'regj3,leit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -lat-ing 
[+ obj] : to give up control of (something, such as an indus¬ 
try) by removing laws : to remove regulations or restrictions 
from (something) ■ The government plans to further deregu¬ 
late the oil industry. 

— de-reg-u-la-tion /di,regj3'lei/3n/ noun [noncount] 

1 der-e-lict /'derajikt/ adj, formal 

1 : no longer cared for or used by anyone ■ a derelict house/ 
ship/place - a slum filled with derelict [=run-down, dilapidat¬ 
ed] warehouses 

2 [more most ~] US, formal : failing to do what should be 
done : NEGLIGENT ■ The officer was charged with being der¬ 
elict in his duty. 

2 derelict noun, pi -Nets [count] formal + disapproving : a per¬ 
son who has no money, job, home, etc. ■ a drunken derelict 
[=vagrant, bum] ■ It was a run-down neighborhood filled with 
drugs addicts and derelicts. 
der-e-lic-tion ^dera'likfan/ noun, formal 

1 [noncount] a : the act of no longer caring for, using, or 
doing something : the act of abandoning something ■ the 
dereliction of a cause by its leaders b : the condition of be¬ 
ing no longer cared for ■ The building is in a state of derelic¬ 
tion. [=is in poor condition from being abandoned] 

2 [singular] law : failure to do your job or duty : failure to do 
what you should do ■ The officer was formally charged with 
dereliction of duty. ■ a serious dereliction of duty <*■ Derelic¬ 
tion is usually used to refer to the crime that is committed 
when a military officer or police officer fails to do an impor¬ 
tant part of his or her job. 

de*ride /di'raid/ verb -rides; -rid-ed; -rid-ing [+ obj] for¬ 
mal : to talk or write about (someone or something) in a 
very critical or insulting way : to say that (someone or some¬ 
thing) is ridiculous or has no value ■ politicians attempting to 
win votes by deriding [-belittling] their opponents — often + 
as ■ One critic derides the book as dull and predictable. — 
often used as (be) derided ■ For years women were derided as 
the weaker sex. 

de ri-gueur /da^ii'ga 1 / adj, formal : necessary if you want 
to be fashionable, popular, socially acceptable, etc. ■ Dark 
sunglasses are de rigueur these days. *0* The phrase de rigueur 
comes from French. 

de-ri«sion /di'n^on/ noun [noncount] formal : the feeling 
that people express when they criticize and laugh at some¬ 
one or something in an insulting way • yells of derision ■ The 
governor’s plan was greeted with derision 1= ridicule ] by most 
journalists and pundits. ■ One of the students laughed/snort¬ 
ed in derision at my error. • The team's awful record has 
made it an object of derision in the league. ■ “Nerd” is a term 
of derision. 

— de-ri-sive /di'raisiv/ adj [more most ~] ■ derisive 
[=scornj'ul\ laughter ■ a derisive [-derogatory] term — de-ri- 
sive-ly adv • laughing derisively [=scomfully] 


de«ri»SO*ry /di'raisari /adj [more most ~]formal 

1 : of too little value to be considered seriously : ridiculous¬ 
ly small "He offered to buy the car for some derisory [= pal¬ 
try\ measly] sum/amount, but I turned him down. 

2 : expressing a belief that something or someone is ridicu¬ 
lous or without value : expressing derision ■ The presenta¬ 
tion was so bad that it received only a few derisory [=(more 
commonly) derisive] comments. 

der-i*va<tion ^dera'veijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 a : the origin of a word [count] It is a word for which sev¬ 
eral derivations [=etymologies] have been suggested. ■ He is 
doing research into the derivation of “Yankee.” [noncount] 
words of Latin derivation b [noncount] : the act of forming 
a word from another word ■ “Childish” was formed by deri¬ 
vation from “child.” 

2 a [noncount] : the source or origin of something ■ foods of 
Indian derivation [=foods originally from India] b [count] 
: an act or process by which one thing is formed or created 
from another • Scientists are debating the possible derivation 
of birds from dinosaurs. 

1 de»riv«a«tive /di'nvativ/ noun, pi -tives [count] 

1 : a word formed from another word ■ The word “childish” 
is a derivative of “child.” 

2 : something that comes from something else : a substance 
that is made from another substance ■ Tofu is one of many 
soybean derivatives. ■ Petroleum is a derivative of coal tar. 

derivative /di'nvativ/ adj 

1 [more most ] usually disapproving : made up of parts 
from something else : not new or original ■ derivative poetry ■ 
A number of critics found the film derivative and predict¬ 
able. ■ His style seems too derivative of Hemingway. 

2 : formed from another word ■ a derivative term 
de«rive /di'raiv/ verb -rives; -rived; -riv-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to take or get (something) from (something else) ■ 
The river derives its name from a Native American tribe. ■ 
She derived [=received, took] great satisfaction from their 
friendship. — often used as (be) derived • Many English 
words are derived from French. ■ Petroleum is derived from 
coal tar and used to make gasoline. 

2 [no obj] : to have something as a source : to come from 
something ■ Much of the book's appeal derives from the per¬ 
sonality of its central character. 

— de-riv-able /di'raivabal/ adj ■ a substance derivable from 
coal tar 

der«ma«ti»tis ^da-ma'taitas/ noun [noncount] medical : a 
disease in which the skin becomes red, swollen, and sore 
der*ma*tol* 0 *gy /^arna'tadacfei/ noun [noncount] medical 
: the scientific study of the skin and its diseases ■ One of the 
doctors at the clinic specializes in dermatology. 

— der-ma-tol-o-gist /,d0'm3 , ta:l3(feist/ noun, pi -gists 
[count] ■ The dermatologist said that the baby’s rash was 
nothing to worry about. 

der-0*gate /'der3,geit/ verb -gates; -gat-ed; -gat-ing [+ 

obj] formal : to insult (someone or something) : to say or 
suggest that (something or someone) is not important or 
worthy of respect ■ The title of the book derogates the people 
it is about. ■ Her parents are constantly derogating her 
achievements. 

derogate from [phrasal verb] derogate from (something or 
someone) formal : to lessen the importance or value of 
(something or someone) ■ These criticisms are not meant 
to derogate from [= detract from] the excellent work they 
have done. 

— de-rog-a-tion Adera’geiJan/ noun, pi -tions [count, non¬ 
count] 

de*rog*a-tO-ry /di'ra:g3,tori, Brit di'rngatri/ adj [more 
most ~]: expressing a low opinion of someone or something 
: showing a lack of respect for someone or something ■ He 
was accused of making derogatory [^insulting, disrespectful] 
remarks about her. ■ a derogatory [-disparaging] term/word 
der-rick /'derik/ noun, pi -ricks [count] 

1 ; a tall machine with a long part like an arm that is used to 
move or lift heavy things especially on ships 

2 : a tall tower that is built over an oil well and used to sup¬ 
port and guide the tool that is used to dig the hole and get oil 
out of the ground 

der-ri-ere or der-ri-ere /ideri'ea*/ noun, pi -eres or -eres 

[count] humorous : the part of the body you sit on : but¬ 
tocks ■ I slipped on the ice and fell on my derriere. 
der-ring-do Adenrj'du:/ noun [noncount] old-fashioned + 
humorous : brave acts : behavior that requires courage ■ She 
is known for her spectacular feats of derring-do. [-bravery] *❖* 
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Derring-do suggests the brave acts of characters in movies 
and stories about adventure. 

der-vish /MaviJ/ noun, pi -vish.es [count] : a member of a 
Muslim religious group that is known for its customs includ¬ 
ing a fast spinning dance that is done as part of worship In 
U.S. English, dervish is most common in figurative uses 
where it describes someone or something that is spinning or 
moving very fast. ■ The actor whirled like a dervish on stage, 
de-sa-li-nate /di's*l3,neit/ verb -nates; -nat-ed; -nat- 
ing [+ obj] technical : to remove salt from (something, such 
as water) ■ The company is building a plant that will desali¬ 
nate seawater. 

— de-sa-li-na-tion /dijS^la'neiJan/ noun [noncount] 
de-scale /di'skert/ verb -scales; -scaled; -scaling [+ obj] 
Brit, technical : to remove the hard white substance that 
forms on the inside of something (such as pipes or a boiler) 
that heats water 

deS'Cant / , dcs,k*nt /noun, pi -cants [count] music : a high 
melody that is sung or played along with the main melody of 
a song 

de-scend /di'send/ verb -scends; -scend-ed; -scend- 

ing formal 

1 : to go down : to go or move from a higher to a lower 
place or level [no obj] Wait for the elevator to descend. ■ The 
workers descended into the hole. ■ The submarine was de¬ 
scending. ■ They descended from l=got down from] the plat¬ 
form. ■ A herd of goats descended into the valley. ■ l”he air¬ 
plane will descend to a lower altitude soon. 1+ obj] 
Descending the mountain was even more dangerous than 
climbing/ascending it. ■ The children descended the staircase 
silently. ■ descend a ladder — opposite ascend 

2 [no obj] : to slope or lead downward ■ The path descends to 
the river. ■ The stairs descended into the tunnel. — opposite 

ASCEND 

3 [no obj]: to go or change to a worse state or condition — + 
into ■ After his wife died, he descended [=sank] into a deep 
depression. ■ The classroom descended into chaos after the 
teacher left. 

4 [no obj] : to appear or happen like something that comes 
down from the sky ■ As night descended, the campers built a 
fire. — usually + on or upon ■ The invaders descended on the 
village without warning. [=the invaders attacked without 
warning] ■ In autumn/fall, thousands of students descend onj 
upon [=vw/7] our town. ■ Silence descended upon the crowd. 
I=the crowd became silent] 

descend from [phrasal verb] descend from (something or 
someone) : to have (something or someone in the past) as 
an origin or source ■ Recent evidence supports the theory 
that birds descended jrom dinosaurs. 1 The plants descend 
jrom a common ancestor. ■ The tradition descends jrom 
[-comes jrom] an ancient custom. ■ They claim to be de¬ 
scended from a noble British family. 
descend to [phrasal verb] 1 descend to (someone) jormal 
: to become owned by (someone) when the former owner 
has died ■ The estate descended to her from her grandpar¬ 
ents. l=she inherited the estate from her grandparents] 2 
descend to (something) : to lower yourself by doing 
(something) ■ She was desperate for money, but she would 
not descend to I=(more commonly) stoop to] asking her 
friends for help. — see also descend to someone’s level at 
‘level 

in descending order ^ If people or things are in descend¬ 
ing order, they are arranged in a series that begins with the 
greatest or largest and ends with the least or smallest. ■ The 
states are listed in descending order of population size. ■ 
The sale items are arranged in descending order accoiding 
to price. 

de*SCen«dant /di'sendant/ noun, pi -dants [count] 

1 : someone who is related to a person or group of people 
who lived in the past ■ One of the famous inventor’s descen¬ 
dants is also an inventor. ■ Many people in this area are de¬ 
scendants of German immigrants. 

2 : a plant or animal that is related to a particular plant or 
animal that lived long ago ■ Recent evidence supports the 
theory that birds are the modem descendants of dinosaurs. 

3 : something that developed from another thing that was 
made or existed earlier • The Italian language is one of Lat¬ 
in’s descendants. 

de-SCent /di'sent/ noun , pi -scents jormal 
1 [count] : the act or process of descending: such as a : the 
act or process of going from a higher to a lower place or lev¬ 
el — usually singular ■ The climbers were faced with a dan¬ 


gerous descent in bad weather. ■ the submarine’s descent ■ Af¬ 
ter only an hour of flight, the pilot announced our descent. 

— opposite ASCENT b : the act or process or changing to a 
worse state or condition ■ ITie book describes his descent 
into a deep depression after the death of his wife. ■ her slow 
descent to a life of addiction 

2 [count] : a way of going down something : a downward 
slope, path, etc. ■ The only path that goes down to the river is 
a rather steep descent , so be careful. 

3 [noncount] : the people in your family who lived before 
you were bom : your ancestors ■ Many people in this area 
are of German descent. [= ancestry] ■ They claim to be of royal 
descent. [=they say that their ancestors were kings, queens, 
etc.] 

de-scribe /di'skraib/ verb -scribes; -scribed; -scrib-ing 

[+ obj] 

1 : to tell someone the appearance, sound, smell, events, 
etc., of (something or someone) : to say what something or 
someone is like ■ l”he witness wasn’t able to describe the rob¬ 
ber. ■ He described the house in perfect detail. ■ The article 
describes how the experiment was done. ■ She described 
watching dolphins play beside the ship. • Please describe 
what happened next. ■ Can you describe the lost dog to me? 

— often + as ■ He was described by his friends as generous 
and loyal. ■ Reporters described the scene as a disaster area. 

2 jormal : to make a motion or draw a line that shows the 
shape of (something) ■ She used a stick to describe a circle on 
the ground. 

— de-scrib-able/di'skraibsbal/at# ■ The process is not eas¬ 
ily describable. 

de-SCrip-tion /di'sknpjan/ noun, pi -tions 
I r~a statement that tells you how something or someone 
looks, sounds, etc. : words that describe something or some¬ 
one [count] Reporters called the scene “a disaster area,” and 

1 think that was an accurate description. ■ I applied for the 
position after reading the job description. ■ We are looking 
for someone with experience and a sense of humor. Do you 
know anyone who fits/matches that description' ? [=anyone 
who has those qualities] — often + oj • a brief/general de¬ 
scription oj the process ■ The witness was unable to give/pro¬ 
vide a description oj the robber. [=was unable to describe the 
robber] ■ Someone fitting/answering/matching the witness’ 
description oj the burglar has been arrested, [noncount] a 
writer with a gift of/for description ■ The landscape is beauti¬ 
ful beyond description, [-is extremely beautiful] 

2 [count] : type or kind — used after oj ■ We saw people oj 
every description. [=sor?] ■ The museum features toys oj all 
descriptions. [=kinds] ■ The store sells hats, gloves, and things 
oj that description. [=nature, ilk] 

de-scrip-tive /di'sknptiv/ adj 

1 [more most ~] : giving information about how some¬ 
thing or someone looks, sounds, etc. : using words to de¬ 
scribe what something or someone is like ■ She gave a de¬ 
scriptive account of the journey. ■ a talent for descriptive 
writing • a poem full of descriptive detail ■ The black cat was 
given the descriptive name “Midnight.” — often + oj ■ ITiey 
chose a name descriptive oj the company’s philosophy. 

2 technical : providing facts about how a language is actually 
used rather than rules that tell people how it should be used ■ 
The book is a descriptive grammar. ■ descriptive dictionaries 

— opposite PRESCRIPTIVE 

— de-scrip-tive-ly adv [more most ~] 
des-e-crate /'desi.kreit/ verb -crates; -crat-ed; -crat-ing 

[+ obj] : to damage (a holy place or object) : to treat (a holy 
place or object) with disrespect ■ llie vandals were accused 
of desecrating graves. ■ a desecrated church 

— des-e-cra-tion /jdcsi'krei/an/ noun [noncount] ■ l”he law 
forbids desecration of the flag. 

de-seg-re-gate /di‘segr3,geit/ verb -gates; -gat-ed; -gat¬ 
ing : to end a policy that keeps people of different races 
apart: to end a policy of segregation [+ obj ] efforts to deseg¬ 
regate the town’s buses — usually used as (be) desegregated • 
The city’s schools were finally desegregated in the 1960s. [no 
obj] Eventually the city’s schools desegregated. 

— de-seg-re-ga-tion /di,segn'geij3n/ noun [noncount] 
de-se-lect /.diisaMekt/ verb -lects; -lect-ed; -lect-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 computers : to remove (something) from a list of choices 
especially by clicking with a computer mouse ■ If you don’t 
want the computer program to automatically correct your 
spelling, you will have to deselect that option. 

2 Brit, politics : to choose not to have (a current member of 
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Parliament) as a candidate again at the next election 

— de»se*lec*tion noun [noncount] 
de*sen-si"tize also Brit de*sen«si-tise /di'sens3,taiz/ verb 

-tiz-es; -tized; -tiz-ing [+ obj] : to cause (someone or some¬ 
thing) to react less to or be less affected by something : to 
cause (someone or something) to be less sensitive • The shot 
will help to desensitize the neive. — usually + to\ often used 
as (be/become) desensitized ■ People can become desensitized 
to violence by endless images of war. "Her body has become 
desensitized to the medication. 

— de-sen-si*ti-za-tlon also Brit de-sen-si-ti*sa*tion 

/di,sens3t3'zeij"3n, Brit dijsensa^ai'zeijan/ noun [noncount] 
1 dessert /'deza-t/ noun, pi -erts 

1 : an area of very dry land that is usually covered with sand 
and is very hot [count] Many settlers died while trying to 
cross the desert. • the Arabian and African deserts [non¬ 
count] The region is mostly desert. — often used before an¬ 
other noun • the shifting desert sands • a study of desert 
plants ■ stranded on a desert island [=an island where no 
people live] — see color picture on page C7 

2 [count] : a place or area that does not have something in¬ 
teresting or important ■ For many years, the city was a cul¬ 
tural desert , but now there are several museums and also a 
concert hall. — see also deserts 

[ Do not confuse desert with dessert. \ 

2 de»sert /di'z<*t/ verb -serfs; -sert-ed; -sert-ing 

1 [+ obj]: to go away from (a place): to leave (a place) ■ The 
inhabitants had deserted the town. ■ If the nest is disturbed, 
the bird may desert [-abandon] it. 

2 (+ obj\ : to leave and stop helping or supporting (someone 
or something) ■ She had been married for just over a year 
when her husband deserted her. "He was deserted by his 
friends and family. * He vowed that he would never desert 
[=abandon] a friend in trouble. • He urged people not to 
desert the cause. [=not to stop supporting the cause] 

3 [+ obj] of a useful quality or ability : to no longer be with 
(someone) in a time of need ■ The soldiers prayed that their 
courage would not desert them. [=that they would not lose 
their courage] ■ She was a respected academic until late in 
life when her memory deserted her. (=she lost her ability to 
remember things] 

4 [no obj] of a soldier : to leave the military without permis¬ 
sion and without intending to return ■ Many soldiers deserted 
during the first weeks of the war. 

— deserted adj ■ The town was deserted. [=there were no 
people in the town] ■ We came upon a deserted [=,aban¬ 
doned] old hotel. ■ a deserted street/road ■ deserted wives/ 
husbands/children — de-ser*tion /di'za-Jan/ noun, pi 
-tions [noncount] the mysterious desertion of the town by 
its inhabitants ■ He was guilty of desertion during wartime. 
[count] The military has reported 35§ desertions. 

de*sert*er /di'zato/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a soldier who 
leaves without permission : a military person who deserts 
de*Sert*i*fi*ca*tion /d^zatofa'keijan/ noun [noncount] 
technical : the process by which an area becomes a desert • 
The organization was awarded for its efforts to prevent fur¬ 
ther desertification in Africa. 

desserts /di'zate/ noun [plural] : punishment that someone 
deserves ■ We all want to see this criminal get/receive his just 
deserts. 

de«serve /di'za-v/ verb -serves; -served; -serv-ing 1+ obj] 

— usedTo say that someone or something should or should 
not have or be given something ■ She deserves another 
chance. ■ He doesn’t deserve the award. • Every defendant de¬ 
serves a fair trial. ■ The newspaper deserves a lot of credit for 
calling attention to the problem. • I think the idea deserves 
[-merits] consideration. ■ The stoiy deserves telling. [=the sto¬ 
ry should be told; the story is important enough to tell] ■ 
What did I do to deserve this kind of harsh treatment? (=you 
should not treat me this way] ■ She believes that people even¬ 
tually get what they deserve. • He deserves a medal for com¬ 
ing up with a solution so quickly. [=he did something very 
good and impressive by coming up with a solution so quick¬ 
ly] — often followed by to + verb • Anyone who will not use a 
map deserves to get lost. ■ They deserve to be punished. • He 
deserves to win. 

— deserved /di'z^vd/ ad) ■ a well -deserved vacation/break ■ 
a deserved win/victory/reputation • The award/criticism 
was not deserved. — de«serv-ed-ly /di'zawadli/ adv ■ She 
was deservedly praised for her generosity. • He has been ac¬ 
cused of being selfish, and deservedly so. (=he deserves to 


be called selfish; it is reasonable to call him selfish because 
of his behavior] 

deserving adj [more most ~] 

1 always used before a noun : having good qualities that de¬ 
serve praise, support, etc. ■ He’s a very deserving young man. 

■ The church provides aid to deserving families. 

2 not used before a noun — used to say that someone or 
something should have or be given something; + of ■ She was 
deserving of praise. (=she deserved praise] ■ criminals deserv¬ 
ing of harsh punishment ■ an idea that is deserving of atten¬ 
tion 

des*ic*cat*ed /'desi,keit3d/ adj 

1 technical : having had the water removed • desiccated 
(=(more commonly) dried, dehydrated] coconut 

2 formal: very dry ■ desiccated land 
des-ic-ca-tion /,desi'keij3n/ noun [noncount] technical 

: the process by which something becomes completely dry ■ 
desiccation of soil 

de*Sid*er*a*tlim /di,sid3'ra:t3m/ noun, pi -ta /-ta/ [count] 
formal : something that is needed or wanted ■ a list of politi¬ 
cal desiderata 

1 de«sign /di*zain/ verb -signs; -signed; -sign-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to plan and make decisions about (something that is be¬ 
ing built or created) : to create the plans, drawings, etc., that 
show how (something) will be made ■ A team of engineers 
designed the new engine. ■ a badly designed building • She de¬ 
signs clothes. ■ Who designed the book’s cover? 

2 : to plan and make (something) for a specific use or pur¬ 
pose "He designed the chair to adjust automatically. — usu¬ 
ally used as (be) designed ■ The course is designed to teach 
beginners. [=the purpose of the course is to teach beginners] 

■ The book is designed as a college textbook. ■ The shoes are 
designed to keep your feet warm and dry. ■ The book is spe¬ 
cially designed for learners. ■ The new models have been de¬ 
signed for easier use. 

3 : to think of (something, such as a plan) : to plan (some¬ 
thing) in your mind ■ They thought they could design the 
perfect crime. ■ design a strategy for battle 

2 desiqn noun, pi -signs 

1": the way something has been made : the way the parts of 
something (such as a building, machine, book, etc.) are 
formed and arranged for a particular use, effect, etc. [non¬ 
count] There are problems with the design of the airplane's 
landing gear. ■ I like the design of the textbook. ■ I love the 
sculpture's design, [count] The machine had a flawed design. 

2 [noncount] : the process of planning how something will 
look, happen, be made, etc. : the process of designing some¬ 
thing ■ She is studying fumiture/Web design. [=how to design 
fumiture/Web sites] ■ the design and development of new 
products ■ The new model is still in the design stage. [=is still 
being designed] ■ Correcting mistakes is part of the design 
process. • a number of design concepts/ideas — see also in¬ 
terior DESIGN 

3 [count] : a drawing of something that is being planned or 
created — often + for ■ We reviewed the preliminary design 
for the new stadium. ■ Can I see the designs [=plans]for both 
bridges? 

4 [count] : a decorative pattern that covers something : a re¬ 
peating picture, shape, etc., on something ■ The wallpaper in 
the bedroom has a floral design. • a skirt with a paisley design 

■ fabric sold in a variety of colors and designs 

5 : something that you plan to do : intention [count] My 
design [=(more commonly) purpose] in writing to you is to 
ask for your support, [noncount] The motor is loud by de¬ 
sign. [^because it was intended to be loud] ■ The meeting 
happened by accident, not by design. [=on purpose] 

have designs on 1 : to have a secret desire and plan to get 
(something) ■ She had designs on my job. 2 formal + hu¬ 
morous : to want to date or have a sexual relationship with 
(someone) ■ You can deny it all you want, but I think it’s 
pretty obvious that you have designs on her. 
^es-ig^nate /'dezig,neit/ verb -nates; -nat-ed; -nat-ing [+ 
obj] 

1 : to officially choose (someone or something) to do or be 
something : to officially give (someone or something) a par¬ 
ticular role or purpose ■ It might be difficult to designate 
[-select] an appropriate place for the event. ■ We need to des¬ 
ignate [= appoint] a new leader. — often used as (be) designat¬ 
ed ■ money designated [=set aside] for the scholarship fund ■ 
He was designated team captain. = He was designated as 
team captain. (=he was made team captain] ■ The park has 
been designated as a wildlife refuge. — often followed by to + 
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verb ■ He was designated to be team captain. 

2 a : to call (something or someone) by a particular name or 
title ■ We designated [-named] the first one “alpha.” — often 
used as (be) designated ■ The four parts were designated A, B. 
C, and D in the diagram, b : to be used as a name for 
(something or someone) ■ The word eventually came to des¬ 
ignate [-refer to] any kind of mistake. 

3 : to mark, show, or represent (something) ■ The wooden 
stakes designate the edge of the building site. — usually used 
as (be) designated ■ Free items are designated by blue stick¬ 
ers. ■ The state capital is designated [indicated] by a star. 

— designated adj ■ We ail agreed to meet at a designated 
time. [=a specific time that we agreed on] ■ 18 years old is 
the designated age to vote. — see also designated driv¬ 
er, designated hiiter - des-ig-na-tor /‘dezig.neita 1 / 
noun, pi -tors [count] 

designate adj, not used before a noun, formal : chosen for a 
particular job but not officially doing that job yet ■ the gov¬ 
ernor designate [=the governor elect] 
designated driver noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a person who 
agrees not to drink alcohol on a particular occasion so that 
he or she will be able to safely drive around other people 
who will be drinking alcohol 

designated hitter noun, pi ~ -ters [count] baseball : a 
player who is chosen at the beginning of a game to bat in the 
place of the pitcher and who does not play a position in the 
field — called also DH 

des-ig-na-tion Adezig'neiJ'an/ noun,pi -tions formal 

1 [noncount] : the act of officially choosing someone or 
something to do or be something — + as ■ Everyone support¬ 
ed the park’s designation as a wildlife refuge. ■ The commit¬ 
tee favors designation of the house as an historic building. 

2 [count] : a name or title that identifies someone or some¬ 
thing ■ Though many people call her a liberal, it is not a des¬ 
ignation she uses herself. 

des*ig*nee / t dcz\gn\:/ noun, pi -nees [count] chiefly US, 
formal : a person who has been officially chosen to do or be 
something : a person who has been designated ■ the Presi¬ 
dent’s designees for Cabinet positions 
1 de-sign*er /di'zaina 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who 
plans how something new will look and be made : a person 
who creates and often produces a new product, style, etc. ■ 
She is one of the leading designers in the fashion world. ■ He 
is a designer and engineer for a car company. ■ She was the 
designer of the book’s jacket. ■ a boat/clothing/computer/ 
costume designer • a Web (site) designer — see also interi¬ 
or DESIGNER 

2 designer adj, always used before a noun 

1 : created by a famous designer ■ designer jeans/fashions ■ 
designer wallpaper 

2 : very fashionable and popular ■ designer coffee drinks ■ 
designer perfumes 

3 technical : scientifically changed from the usual or natural 
form ■ designer foods ■ designer estrogen 

designer drug noun, pi ~ drugs [count] 

1 : a drug that is created to be only slightly different from an 
illegal drug so that it will not be considered illegal 

2 : an artificially made drug that is used for pleasure ■ Ecsta¬ 
sy fe a designer drug. 

de-sign*ing /di'zainiij/ adj [more mast ~] old-fashioned 
: having plans to get something in a way that is not honest or 
fair ■ a plot by a group of wicked and designing [-crafty, 
scheming] men 

de*sir«able /di'zairabal/ adj [more —; most H 

1 : having good or pleasing qualities : worth having or get¬ 
ting - The house is in a highly desirable location/neighbor¬ 
hood. ■ desirable jobs ■ The new stove has many desirable fea¬ 
tures/characteristics. ■ the qualities that make a desirable 
business partner ■ The experiment did not achieve a desir¬ 
able result. ■ It is desirable I=(more commonly) advisable . 
smart] to talk with a lawyer before signing any contract. 
-opposite UNDESIRABLE 

2 : sexually attractive ■ a beautiful and desirable woman 

— de-sir*abil-l-ty /dijzaira'bilati/ noun [noncount] ■ Hous¬ 
ing prices vary according to the desirability of the location. 
— de*sir*ably /di'zairabli/ adv [more most ~] ■ a desir¬ 
ably located apartment 

1 de-sire /di'zajay verb, not used in progressive tenses -sires; 
-sired; -siting [+ obj] 

1 somewhat formal : to want or wish for (something) : to feel 
desire for (something) ■ Many people desire wealth. ■ He de¬ 
sired her approval more than anything. ■ The apartment has 


modem amenities, a great location—everything you could 
desire. ■ Those desiring [== looking for] a more relaxed atmo¬ 
sphere will prefer the pub in the restaurant’s lower level. — 
sometimes followed by to + verb • 1 have always desired 
[=wanted] to go to France. 

2 : to want to have sex with (someone) ■ She knew that men 
still desired her. 

3 formal : to express a wish for (something) ■ The committee 
desires [-requests] an immediate answer. 

leave much to be desired or leave a lot to be desired or 
leave a great deal to be desired — used to say that 
something is not very good at all or is not close to being 
good enough ■ Your work leaves much to be desired. ■ Al¬ 
though her education left much to be desired , she was an 
extremely intelligent person. ■ The working conditions 
here leave a lot to be desired. 

— desired adj ■ an artist mixing paints to get a desired color 
■ a desired effect/result 

2 desire noun, pi -sires 

T a [noncount] : the feeling of wanting something ■ Desire is 
a common theme in music and literature. ■ an object of de¬ 
sire [=something that people want to have] b [count] : a 
strong wish ■ It is our desire that all of you be treated fairly. 
[=we want all of you to be treated fairly] ■ The magazine tries 
to attend to the needs and desires of its readers. : a wisher 
something or to do something ■ Both sides feel a real desire 
for peace. ■ His decisions are guided by his desire for land/ 
money/power/change. ■ They expressed a desire to go with 
us. • They have a desire to have children. ■ a strong/buming/ 
aching desire to travel around the world 

2 : a feeling of wanting to have sex with someone [count] 
He had/felt a strong (sexual) desire for her. [noncount] He 
was overcome with desire for her. 

3 [count]: someone or something that you want or wish for 

— usually singular ■ He worried that he might never achieve 
his desire. [=might never do the thing that he wanted to do] ■ 
A good education had always been her heart’s desire. 
[=something she wanted very much] ■ “You are my heart’s de¬ 
sire ,” he told her. 

de-sir-OUS /di'zairas/ adj, not used before a noun [more 
most ~] somewhat formal: wanting or wishing for something 
very much : feeling desire for something — usually + of ■ 
parents desirous of a better way to educate their children 
[=parents who want a better way to educate their childrenj ■ 
consumers desirous of saving money [=consumers who want 
to save money] 

de-sist /di'sist/ verb -sists; -sist-ed; -sist-lng [no obj] for¬ 
mal : to stop doing something ■ Despite orders from the po¬ 
lice, the protesters would not desist. — often + from ■ They 
were ordered to desist from using the symbol as a logo. ■ The 
court ordered the company to cease and desist from selling 
the photographs. [=to immediately stop selling the photo¬ 
graphs] — see also cease and desist order 
desk /'desk/ noun, pi desks [count] 

1 : a piece of furniture that is like a table and often has 
drawers People often sit at desks when they are writing or 
using a computer. ■ a cluttered desk ■ a classroom with desks 
arranged in rows Often desk refers specifically to the desk 
a person uses to do his or her job. ■ I’m sorry I missed your 
call. I’ve been away from my desk. — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ a desk lamp/calendar/chair ■ She left her desk 
job [=the job that she did while sitting at a desk] to become a 
farmer. — see picture at office 

2 : a place where people can get information or be served at 
an office, a hotel, etc. ■ an information desk at an airport ■ 
We will ask for directions to the restaurant at the front desk. 
■ We went to the reception desk to check into our room. 

3 : the part of a company or organization that deals with a 
particular subject ■ the television network’s financial/foreign 
desk [= department ] ■ the newspaper’s sports desk 9 the news 
desk [=the office where news is gathered to be reported in a 
newspaper, on television, etc.] — see also city desk 

desk-bound /*d£ks,baund/ adj : having a job that requires 
you to be at a desk ■ deskbound office workers 
1 desk-top /'desk,ta:p/ noun, pi -tops [count] 

1 : the top surface of a desk ■ The desktop was covered with 
books and stacks of papers. 

2 a : a computer that is designed to be used on a desk or ta¬ 
ble : a desktop computer — compare laptop, notebook 
b : an area or window on a computer screen in which small 
pictures (called icons) are arranged like objects on top of a 
desk ■ He created a new folder on his desktop. 
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2 deSktop adj, always used before a noun 

1 : of a size that is suitable to be used on a desk or table ■ a 
desktop computer 

2 : done using a personal computer ■ She is working on a 
desktop video project. ■ Do you have any experience in desk¬ 
top publishing ? [=the use of a computer to design and pro¬ 
duce magazines, books, etc.] 

1 deS-0-late /'desalat/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : lacking the people, plants, animals, etc., that make peo¬ 
ple feel welcome in a place ■ a landscape as desolate [= barren, 
lifeless ] as the moon ■ We drove for hours along a desolate 
[=deserted\ stretch of road. 

2 : very sad and lonely especially because someone you love 
has died or left ■ desolate [ -g^rief-stricken ] parents grieving 
over the death of their son ■ desolate thoughts and memories 

2 des*o.late /'dcs3,leit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -lat-ing [+ obfl 
formal + literary 

1 : to make (someone) feel very sad and lonely for a long 
time — usually used as (be) desolated ■ They were desolated 
[=(more commonly) devastated] by the death of their son. 

2 : to damage (a place) in such a way that it is no longer suit¬ 
able for people to live in ■ The constant bombings had deso¬ 
lated [=(more commonly) destroyed, devastated] the town. 

— desolated adj ■ a desolated village 
des«0*la*tion /,dEsa'leiJan /noun [noncount] 

1 : extreme sadness caused by loss or loneliness ■ She sank 
into a state of desolation and despair. 

2 : the condition of a place or thing that has been damaged 
in such a way that it is no longer suitable for people to live in 
: the state or condition of being desolate ■ photos that show 
the desolation of war ■ It was a scene of utter desolation. 
[=ruin. devastation ] 

1 de*Spair /di'spea*/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the feeling of no longer having any hope ■ His despair 
nearly drove him mad. ■ She let out a cry of despair, [-des¬ 
peration] • I was overcome by despair at being unable to find 
them. ■ She finally gave up in despair. ■ The people were driv¬ 
en to despair by the horrors of war. ■ This latest setback has 
brought/carried/driven her to the depths of despair. 

2 : someone or something that causes extreme sadness or 
worry — + of m He was the despair of his parents. 

2 despair v<?rt -spairs; -spaired; -spair-ing [no obj]: to no 
longer have any hope or belief that a situation will improve 
or change ■ Things look bad now, but don’t despair. — often 
+ of u We had begun to despair of ever finding a house we 
could afford. 

despairing adj [more most ~] : feeling very sad and 
without hope : showing or feeling despair ■ He plays the role 
of a lonely and despairing [= despondent ] widower. ■ a de¬ 
spairing cry/look 

— de-spair-ing-ly adv ■ They cried out despairingly. 
despatch Brit spelling of dispatch 

des-per-a-do /,desp3'ra:dou/ noun, pi -dos or -does 
[count] old-fashioned : a violent criminal who is not afraid of 
getting hurt or caught ■ the notorious desperados of the Wild 
West 

des»per*ate /'desprat/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : very sad and upset because of having little or no hope 
: feeling or showing despair ■ The collapse of her business 
had made her desperate. • As the supply of food ran out, peo¬ 
ple became desperate. • We could hear their desperate cries 
for help. ■ a desperate phone call 

2 : very bad or difficult to deal with • The building is in des¬ 
perate [=terrible. awful] shape and may have to be demol¬ 
ished. ■ desperate [-hopeless] situations ■ The outlook was 
desperate. 

3 : done with all of your strength or energy and with little 
hope of succeeding ■ a desperate struggle to defeat the enemy 
■ He made a desperate bid/attempt to save his job. ■ They 
made one last desperate attempt to fight their way out. 

4 : having a strong need or desire for something or to do 
something ■ He is desperate for money/attention/work. ■ Af¬ 
ter traveling all night, they were desperate for sleep. ■ She was 
desperate to prove that she was right. 

5 : very severe or strong ■ The animals were in desperate 
need of food and water when they were found. ■ a desperate 
shortage of medical supplies ■ The situation called for desper¬ 
ate measures. 

— des-per-ate-ly /"dcspratli/ adv ■ We are trying desperately 
to find a solution. ■ They desperately struggled to defeat the 
enemy. • They were desperately [=extremely, terribly] un¬ 


happy/poor. ■ desperately ill patients ■ We were desperately 
in need of food and water. 

deS-per-a*tion /,dEspa'rei.fan/ noun [noncount] : a strong 
feeling of sadness, fear, and loss of hope ■ She felt overcome 
by desperation. • a life of desperation ■ the desperation of se¬ 
vere poverty ■ The robbery was an act of desperation. [=a 
desperate act] ■ They hired me out of desperation, because 
they couldn’t get anyone else. ■ Finally, in desperation, he 
tried to flee the country. 

de*spi*ca*ble /di'spikabal/ adj [more most ~] somewhat 
formal : very bad or unpleasant : deserving to be despised ■ 
She is a despicable traitor. ■ It was a despicable [= contempt¬ 
ible] | act of racism. 

— de-spi-ca-bly /di'spikabli/ adv ■ He behaved despicably. 
de-spise /di'spaiz/ verb -spis-es; -spised; -spis-ing [+ 

obj] : to dislike (something or someone) very much ■ He de¬ 
spises [-hates, loathes] pop music. ■ Although despised 
[=scomed. disdained] by critics, the movie attracted a wide 
audience. ■ She was despised as a hypocrite. 
de-Spite /di*spait/ prep : without being prevented by (some¬ 
thing) — used to say that something happens or is true even 
though there is something that might prevent it from hap¬ 
pening or being true ■ Despite [=in spite of] our objections, he 
insisted on driving. ■ She ran the race despite an injury. ■ De¬ 
spite our best efforts to save him, the patient died during the 
night. ■ They are not getting married, despite rumors to the 
contrary. [=even though there have been rumors saying they 
are getting married] ■ Despite its small size, the device is able 
to store thousands of hours of music. • The law has yet to be 
passed, despite the fact that most people are in favor of it. 
despite yourself : even though you do not want to ■ She 
stared at the couple despite herself. ■ Despite myself, I began 
to enjoy the movie. ■ They grew to love each other, almost 
despite themselves. 

de-spoil /di'spojal/ verb -spoils; -spoiled; -spoil-ing [+ 

obj] literary 

1 : to severely damage or ruin (a place) ■ The landscape has 
been despoiled by industrial development. 

2 : to forcefully take what is valuable from (a place) ■ The 
invaders despoiled [^plundered] the village. 

— de-spoil-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ He sees human beings 
as despoilers of nature. 

de-spond-ent /di'spa:ndant/ adj [more most ~] formal 
: very sad and without hope ■ I had never seen them looking 
so despondent. ■ a group of despondent fans — often + over 
or about ■ She is despondent over losing her job. ■ He grew in¬ 
creasingly despondent about her illness. 

— de-spond-en-cy /di'spaindansi/ also de-spon-dence 
/di'spa:ndans/ noun [noncount] * He went through a period 
of deep despondency after his divorce. 

des-pot /'despat/ noun, pi -pots [count] 

1 : a ruler who has total power and who often uses that pow¬ 
er in cruel and unfair ways ■ medieval despots [=tyrants] 

2 formal : a person who has a lot of power over other people 
■ He was a successful basketball coach, but many people re¬ 
garded him as a petty despot. • The company is run by a be¬ 
nevolent despot. 

— des-pot-ic /de'spaitik/ adj [more most ~] ■ a despotic 
government 

des-po-tism /'dEspa^izam/ noun [noncount] : rule by a 
despot ■ The people have had to endure many years of despo¬ 
tism. I=(more commonly) tyranny] 
des*sert /di'z ?r\J noun, pi -serts : sweet food eaten after 
the main part of a meal [count] She doesn’t care for rich des¬ 
serts. ■ a chocolate dessert [noncount] Coffee and tea will be 
served with dessert. ■ We had ice cream and apple pie for des¬ 
sert. — sometimes used before another noun ■ They asked to 
look at the dessert menu. ■ dessert plates 

[ Do not confuse dessert with desert. \ 

des-sert'Spoon /di'z^t,spu:n/ noun, pi -spoons [count] 
Brit 

1 : a spoon of medium size that is used to eat desserts and 
other foods 

2 : the amount that a dessertspoon will hold ■ a dessertspoon 
of sugar 

des-sert-spoon-ful /di'zsrt.spuinjul/ noun, pi -fills 
[count] Brit : dessertspoon 2 

dessert wine noun, pi ~ wines [count, noncount] : a sweet 
wine that people drink with dessert or after dessert 

de-sta-bi-lize also Brit de-sta-bi-lise /di'steiba,laiz/ verb 
-liz-es; -lized; -liz-ing [+ obj] : to cause (something, such 
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as a government) to be unable to continue existing or work¬ 
ing in the usual or desired way : to make (something) unsta¬ 
ble ■ The group hoped the assassination of the new President 
would destabilize the government. ■ Economists warn that 
the crisis could destabilize the nation’s currency. 

- de-sta-bi-li-za-tion also Brit de-sta-bi-li-sa*tion 
/dijSteibala'zeifan, Brit di,steib3,lai'zei.f3n/ noun [non¬ 
count] - destabilizing also Brit destabilising adj - a de¬ 
stabilizing inf 1 uence/force/factor 

deS"ti*na*tion Adesta'nei/an/ noun, pi -tions [count] : a 
place to which a person is going or something is being sent ■ 
After stopping for lunch, we continued on toward/to our 
destination. ■ The package reached its destination two days 
later. ■ He enjoys traveling to remote and exotic destinations. 
■ a popular tourist destination • We traveled through three 
states before reaching our final destination. • a destination 
restaurant/resort [=a restaurant/resort that people are will¬ 
ing to travel a long distance to go to] 
destined /'destand/ adj, not used before a noun 

1 a : certain to do or to be something ■ Without the support 
of the unions, the plan seems destined to fail. ■ He is destined 
to be famous. ■ She felt that she was destined [=fated, meant] 
to become a writer, b : certain to achieve or experience 
something : certain to have a particular job, status, etc. — + 
for ■ a nation destined for greatness ■ They believed that their 
son was destined for the priesthood. • a technology that is 
destined for a short life 

2 : going or traveling to a particular place — +for ■ The ship 
was destined [=headed, heading, bound] for New York. ■ The 
shipment is destined for Bombay. 

des*ti-ny /'destani/ noun.pl -nies 

1 [count] : what happens in the future : the things that some¬ 
one or something will experience in the future ■ They be¬ 
lieved it was their destiny to be together. ■ His parents be¬ 
lieved that the priesthood was his destiny. [=that he would or 
should become a priest because fate or God intended it] ■ 
The factory’s closing shaped the destiny [-fate] of the entire 
town. ■ She believes that people can choose/control their 
own destinies. [=that people can control what will happen to 
them] 

2 [noncount] : a power that is believed to control what hap¬ 
pens in the future • She felt that destiny [-fate] had decided 
that she would one day be President. ■ motivated by a sense 
of destiny — see also manifest destiny 

synonyms destiny, fate, and lot mean a future that 
someone or something will have, destiny and fate both 
suggest that the future has been decided or planned by 
God or by some godlike power, destiny often suggests a 
future that includes something great and important. ■ He 
was a great leader whose destiny was to free the people of 
his country, fate often suggests a future that cannot be 
avoided and that is usually sad or unpleasant. ■ It was the 
explorer’s fate to die lost and alone, lot suggests that 
someone’s future has been decided by luck. • It was not 
their lot in life to have children. 

des*ti-tute /'dest3,tu:t, Brit 'dcsta.tjuit/ adj [more most 
~] 

1 : extremely poor ■ His business failures left him destitute. 

2 formal + literary : without something that is needed or 
wanted — + of ■ a lake destitute of fish ■ a man destitute of 
wisdom 

the destitute : people who are extremely poor : destitute 
people ■ The charity provides food and clothing for the des¬ 
titute. [=the needy] 

— des-ti-tu-tion /.dcsta'tuijan, Brit ^esta'tjui/an/ noun 
[noncount] ■ lives of destitution [=poverty] 

de—stress /'di.-'strcs/ verb -stresses; -stressed; 
-stress-ing [no obj] : to relax your body or mind : to stop 
feeling the effects of stress ■ Taking a hot bath is a good way 
to de-stress [=unwind] after a busy day. 
de«Strov /di'stroi/ verb -stroys; -stroyed; -stroy-ing [+ 
obj] 

1 : to cause (something) to end or no longer exist : to cause 
the destruction of (something) ■ Eventually our problems 
with money destroyed our marriage. • All the files were delib¬ 
erately destroyed. • The disease destroys the body's ability to 
fight off illness.: to damage (something) so badly that it can¬ 
not be repaired * The bomb blast destroyed the village. ■ The 
scandal destroyed [=ruined] his reputation. ■ The building 
was partially destroyed [-demolished] by fire. 

2 ; to kill (an animal) especially because it is sick, injured, or 
dangerous ■ The dog had to be destroyed since its owner 


could not prevent it from attacking people. 

3 informal : to defeat (someone or something) easily or com¬ 
pletely ■ They destroyed [-demolished] the other team 51-7. 
de-Stroy*er /di'strojay noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a small and fast military ship that protects bigger ships 

2 : something that causes the destruction of something • The 
pamphlet describes alcohol as a destroyer of families. 

de»Struc»tion /di'strAk/an/ noun [noncount] : the act or 
process of damaging something so badly that it no longer ex¬ 
ists or cannot be repaired : the act or process of destroying 
something ■ a scene of destruction ■ War results in death and 
widespread destruction. • We are trying to save the building 
from destruction. • weapons of mass destruction [^weapons 
that can destroy entire buildings, cities, etc.] • His phenome¬ 
nal success carried within it the seeds of its own destruction. 
[=the thing that made him successful eventually caused him 
to fail] — often + of* the destruction of documents/evidence 
■ The storm caused the destruction of many homes. — see 
also SELF-DESTRUCTION 

de-struc-tive /di'strAktiv/ ad) [more most ~]: causing a 
very large amount of damage : causing destruction or harm • 
It was one of the most destructive storms in recent memory. ■ 
She argued that the law was destructive of personal liberties. ■ 
The school is concerned about the destructive behavior of a 
few students. ■ These kinds of budget cuts can be destructive 
to morale. [=can damage morale] ■ destructive criticism 
[=harsh criticism that hurts someone] — compare con¬ 
structive; see also self-destructive 

— de-struc-tive-ly adv • The dog behaves destructively. 
— de-struc-tlve-ness noun [noncount] • the destructive¬ 
ness of the storm 

des*Ul*tO*ry /'desal.tori, Brit 'desaltri/ adj [more most ~] 
formal 

1 : not having a plan or purpose ■ desultory [=aimless] con¬ 
versation. 

2 : done without serious effort ■ He made a desultory [-half¬ 
hearted] attempt to study. 

— des>Ul a tO-ri*ly Adcsal'torali, Brit 'dcssltrali/ adv ■ Talk 
drifted desultorily from one topic to another. 

de«tach /di'tsetf/ verb -tach>es; -tached; -tach-ing 

1 : to separate (something) from something larger [+ obj] 
Detach the upper part of the form and return it with your 
payment. ■ During the accident the trailer was detached from 
the car. [no obj] The brush detaches from the vacuum clean¬ 
er for easy cleaning. — opposite attach 

2 [+ obj] : to separate (yourself)/row someone or something 

• It can be difficult to detach yourself from the chaos of the 
situation. ■ She has been trying to detach herself from an abu¬ 
sive relationship. 

— de-tach-able /di'tsetfabal/ adj ■ The stereo is equipped 
with detachable speakers. 

detached adj 

1 [more most ~]; not emotional: not influenced by emo¬ 
tions or personal interest ■ They wanted the opinion of a de¬ 
tached [= impartial. unbiased] observer. ■ The article takes a 
detached [= objective ] view of the issue. ■ He watched them 
work with a detached [-indifferent] amusement. 

2 : not joined or connected : separate from another part or 
thing ■ The house has a detached garage. ■ a detached house 
[=a house that is not connected to any other house or build¬ 
ing] — see also SEMIDETACHED 

de-tach-ment /di'tsetfmant, I noun.pl -merits 

1 [noncount] : lack of emotion or of personal interest • I wish 
the article had approached the issue with a bit more detach¬ 
ment. • In her films she views the modern world with an air/ 
sense of detachment, [-aloofness] - He was able to discuss 
their concerns with cool detachment. [= impartiality ] 

2 [noncount] a : the act or process of separating something 
from a larger thing ■ The form is perforated to make detach¬ 
ment of the bottom section easier, b : a condition in which 
something has become separated from something else ■ a pa¬ 
tient diagnosed with retinal detachment [=a condition in 
which the retina of the eye is no longer connected to the eye 
as it should be] 

3 [count] : a group of soldiers who have a special job or func¬ 
tion ■ A detachment of soldiers was called to assist the police. 

• helicopter detachments [=groups of soldiers traveling in he¬ 
licopters] 

1 derail /dl'teil, 'di:,teil/ noun, pi -tails 

1 [count] a : a small part of something • Every/each detail 
of the wedding was carefully planned. ■ They designed every 
detail of the house. ■ He planned the party down to the small- 
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est/last/tiniest detail. [=he planned everything about the par¬ 
ty! ■ Don’t sweat the details. [=don’t worry about minor 
things] b [noncount] : the small parts of something ■ the 
wooden box’s fine carved detail ■ We admired the detail of 
the artist’s work. ■ Use a small paintbrush for the detail work. 
[=decorative work or work done using small pieces] ■ The 
job requires attention to detail. *v* If you have an eye for de¬ 
tail or a fine/good/keen eye for detail, you are good at notic¬ 
ing small but important things that other people might not 
notice. ■ It is helpful to have a good eye for detail when you 
are building a house. ■ a filmmaker with an eye for detail 

2 a [count] : a particular fact or piece of information about 
something or someone ■ The article provides further details. ■ 
You left out an important detail about their new baby: is it a 
girl or boy? ■ The novel is full of historical details, b [non¬ 
count] : information about something or someone that is of¬ 
ten specific or precise ■ The book includes a wealth of detail 
on living conditions aboard ships at that time. ■ The novel is 
full of historical detail. ■ The book covers the topic of gram¬ 
mar at a level of detail that most people would find boring. 

3 [count] : a special job that is given to a soldier or group of 
soldiers — usually singular ■ They were assigned to security/ 
maintenance/kitchen detail. 

go into detail : to discuss or describe everything about 
something including the small or unimportant parts ■ The 
newspaper reports went into {great) detail about his politi¬ 
cal background. ■ 1 will try to tell the story without going 
into too much detail. 

in detail : including a lot of information about something 
: without leaving out any important parts ■ She explained 
in detail how they met. ■ We will discuss/examine/explore 
the plan in detail. ■ Please describe the scene in as much de¬ 
tail as you can. [=in a way that includes as much informa¬ 
tion as possible] ■ We will talk about this issue in more/fur- 
ther/greater detail tomorrow. 

2 detail verb -tails; -tailed; -tail.ing [+ obj\ 

1 : to state particular facts or information about (some¬ 
thing) : to describe or discuss the details of (something) ■ 
The book details the series of events that led to the tragedy. ■ 
She wrote a letter detailing her complaints. 

2 US : to thoroughly clean (a car) in an attempt to make it 
look new ■ 1 am going to have the car detailed [=(Brit ) valet¬ 
ed] before 1 try to sell it. 

3 formal : to choose (a person or group of people) to do a 
special job ■ The Army has detailed him to investigate the 
complaints. — often used as (be) detailed ■ The infantry offi¬ 
cer was detailed to another unit during maneuvers. 

detailed adj [more most ~] : including many details : in¬ 
cluding a lot information ■ a detailed report/analysis ■ We 
need a more detailed comparison of the available options. ■ a 
detailed account/description ■ He gave us very detailed in¬ 
structions. ■ detailed maps/pictures 
detailing noun [noncount] 

1 : small decorative parts : details added to a building, piece 
of clothing, etc. ■ the building’s fine architectural detailing ■ a 
bowl with gold detailing 

2 US : the act or process of thoroughly cleaning a car in an 
attempt to make it look new — called also (Brit) valeting 

de-tain /di'tein/ verb -tains; -tained; -tain-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to officially prevent (someone) from leaving a place : to 
hold or keep (someone) in a prison or some other place ■ 
They were detained by the police for questioning. ■ He 
claimed he had been illegally detained. 

2 formal : to keep or prevent (someone) from leaving or ar¬ 
riving at the expected time ■ We were detained [-delayed] for 
15 minutes by a flat tire. ■ Unexpected business had detained 
her. 

— de«tain*ment /di'teinmant/ noun, pi -ments [noncount] 
He demanded to be released after two hours of detain¬ 
ment. [count] He ordered the detainments of two suspects. 

de-tain-ee /di,tei'ni.v noun, pi -ees [count] : a person who 
is being kept in a prison especially for political reasons : a 
person who is being detained 

de-tect /di'tekt/ verb -tects; -tect-ed; -tect-ing [+ obj] : to 
discover or notice the presence of (something that is hidden 
or hard to see, hear, taste, etc.) ■ The test is used to detect the 
presence of alcohol in the blood. ■ This type of cancer is dif¬ 
ficult to detect in its early stages. ■ He thought he detected 
[^sensed] a note of irony in her comments. 

— de-tect-able /di'tektabsl/ adj ■ a dim star that is only de¬ 
tectable with a powerful telescope ■ sounds barely detect¬ 
able by the human ear 


de-tec-tion /di'tekjan/ noun [noncount] : the act or process 
of discovering, finding, or noticing something ■ I don’t know 
how the errors managed to avoid/escape detection for so 
long. ■ methods of crime detection — sometimes used before 
another noun ■ a detection system/device 
1 de«tec*tive /di'tektiv/ noun, pi -fives [count] 

1 : a police officer whose job is to find information about 
crimes that have occurred and to catch criminals ■ She is a 
detective on the police force. ■ Detective Sgt. Lee is working 
on the case. ■ a homicide detective 

2 : a person whose job is to find information about some¬ 
thing or someone : private investigator ■ She hired a de¬ 
tective to follow her husband. 

2 detective adj, always used before a noun 

1 : done in order to find out hidden or unknown informa¬ 
tion ■ We had to do some detective work to find out who used 
to own the property. 

2 : of or relating to crimes and detectives ■ a detective story ■ 
He enjoys reading detective novels. 

de-tec-tor /dPtekta 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] : a device that 
can tell if a substance or object is present : a device that de¬ 
tects the presence of something • a smoke/radar detector ■ us¬ 
ing metal detectors to improve safety at airports — see also 
LIE DETECTOR 

de-tente or de-tente /dei'taint/ noun, formal : an ending of 
unfriendly or hostile relations between countries [noncount] 
as the countries move toward detente ■ a period of detente 
[count] the start of a detente 
de-ten-tion /di'ten/an/ noun, pi -tions 

1 a : the act of keeping someone in a prison or similar place 
[noncount] the detention of suspected terrorists ■ detention 
camps/facilities [count] The jail is only used for brief deten¬ 
tions. b [noncount] : the state of being kept in a prison or 
similar place ■ Dozens of protesters were held/kept in deten¬ 
tion for six hours. [=were detained for six hours] 

2 : a punishment in which a student is required to stay at 
school after the rest of the students have left [count] They 
both got/received three detentions this year, [noncount] He 
got detention for being late to class. 

detention center (US) or Brit detention centre noun, pi 
~ -ters [count] 

1 : a place where people who have entered a country illegal¬ 
ly are kept for a period of time 

2 : a place where people who have committed crimes are 
kept as punishment ■ She spent several months in a detention 
center for women. ■ a juvenile detention center 

de-ter /di'ta-/ verb -ters; -terred; -ter-ring [+ obj] 

1 : to cause (someone) to decide not to do something ■ Some 
potential buyers will be deterred by the price. — often + 
from ■ They hoped that the new law would deter advertisers 
from making false claims. ■ The heavy fines should deter 
[-discourage] people from dumping garbage here. 

2 : to prevent (something) from happening ■ He played an 
important role in international efforts to deter [-prevent] nu¬ 
clear war. ■ Painting the metal will deter rust. 

de-ter-gent /di'taKfcant/ noun, pi -gents : a powder or liq¬ 
uid that is used to clean clothes, disnes, etc. : a chemical sub¬ 
stance that is like soap [count] We have tried different laun¬ 
dry detergents, [noncount] a box of detergent — see picture 
at KITCHEN 

de-te-ri-o-rate /di'tirija^eit/ verb -rates; -rat-ed; -rat¬ 
ing 

1 [no obj] : to become worse as time passes ■ The weather 
gradually deteriorated [-worsened] as the day went on. ■ Her 
health continues to deteriorate. [= decline ] ■ efforts to save a 
deteriorating rain forest • The disagreement deteriorated into 
a fight. [=the disagreement got worse and eventually became 
a fight] 

2 [+ obj] : to make (something) worse ■ Exposure to rain and 
sun will gradually deteriorate the paint. 

— deteriorated adj ■ a deteriorated [=run-down, dilapidated ] 
building ■ a badly deteriorated part of the city 
de-te-ri-o-ra-tion /d^tirija'reijan/ noun [singular] : the act 
or process of becoming worse ■ economic deterioration ■ the 
gradual deterioration of the weather • a deterioration of aca¬ 
demic standards ■ a deterioration in quality 
de-ter-mln-able /dl'ta'manabal/ adj, formal : possible to 
know or calculate : able to be determined ■ a determinable 
amount/value ■ The cause of the accident is not determinable 
at this time. 

de-ter-mi-nant /di'tamanant/ noun, pi -nants [count] for¬ 
mal : a thing that controls or influences what happens — of- 
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ten + of ■ Level of education is often a determinant of in¬ 
come. 

de*ter*mi*nate /di'tarnanat/ adj, formal: definitely known 
or decided ■ a determinate period of time — opposite inde¬ 
terminate 

de-ter-mi-na-tion /d^tama'neijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : a quality that makes you continue trying to do 
or achieve something that is difficult ■ What he lacked in tal¬ 
ent he made up for in determination. ■ dogged/fierce/steely/ 
stubborn determination — often followed by to + verb • We 
all respected her fierce determination to succeed. — see also 

SELF-DETERMINATION 

2 formal : the act of finding out or calculating something 
[count] age determinations — often + of* They were unable 
to make an accurate determination of the ship’s position. 
[noncount] The new instruments allow for more precise de¬ 
termination of the size of the tumor. 

3 formal : the act of officially deciding something [non¬ 
count] The document will be used for determination of own¬ 
ership. [count] judicial determinations »The inspectors made 
the determination that the building was unsafe. [=they deter¬ 
mined/decided that the building was unsafe] 

de-ter-mine /di'taman/ verb -mines; -mined; -min-ing 
1 + obj\ 

1 a : to officially decide (something) especially because of 
evidence or facts : to establish (something) exactly or with 
authority ■ The town has finally determined ownership of the 
land. = The town has finally determined who owns the land. ■ 
The new policy will be determined by a special committee, 
b : to be the cause of or reason for (something) ■ The de¬ 
mand for a product determines its price. ■ He believes that 
one’s personality is determined mostly by genetics. A de¬ 
termining factor is a reason to make a particular choice or 
decision. ■ Price was the determining factor in their decision. 

2 : to learn or find out (something) by getting information • 
An autopsy will be performed to determine the cause of 
death. ■ They are unable to accurately determine the ship’s 
position at this time. ■ Scholars have determined that the 
book was written in the late 16th century. ■ I am trying to de¬ 
termine what happened and when. 

3 formal : to make a decision : decide ■ They are determin¬ 
ing if/whether they should stay. ■ They determined to leave 
immediately. ■ He determined [resolved] that he would learn 
a foreign language. 

determined adj [more most ~] 

1 not used before a noun : having a strong feeling that you 
are going to do something and that you will not allow any¬ 
one or anything to stop you — often followed by to + verb • 
They are determined to find out the cause of the accident. ■ 
Her early failures made her even more determined to suc¬ 
ceed. ■ We are determined not to let it happen again. ■ We 
were bound and determined [=very determined] to finish the 
project on time. — often + that ■ We are determined that it 
will never happen again. 

2 : not weak or uncertain : having or showing determination 
to do something * He is a very determined [=resolute] oppo¬ 
nent. ■ We are making a determined effort to correct our mis¬ 
takes. ■ a determined smile 

— de-ter-mined-ly adv • They fought determinedly for a 
new trial. ■ She is a determinedly cheerful hostess. 

de-ter-mi-ner /di't^mana-/ noun, pi -ers [count] grammar 
: a word (such as “a,” “the,” “some,” “any,” “my,” or “your”) 
that comes before a noun and is used to show which thing is 
being referred to 

de«ter*min*ism /di'ta i m3,nizam/ noun [noncount] philoso¬ 
phy : the belief that all events are caused by things that hap¬ 
pened before them and that people have no real ability to 
% make choices or control what happens 

- de-ter-min-ist /di'ta'inanast/ noun.pl -ists [count] — de- 
ter*min-is-tic /di.t^ma'nistik/ or determinist adj • a 
deterministic view of life ■ determinist philosophers 

de-ter-rence /di'tarans/ noun [noncount] formal 

1 : the act of making someone decide not to do something 
: the act of preventing a particular act or behavior from hap¬ 
pening ■ th e deterrence of crime 

2 politics : the policy of developing a lot of military power so 
that other countries will not attack your country • The au¬ 
thor argues that deterrence is no longer the best way to pre¬ 
vent war. ■ nuclear deterrence 

de-ter-rent /di'tarant/ noun, pi -rents [count] : something 
that makes someone decide not to do something • We would 
like to go, but cost is a major deterrent. • The security alarm 


is a theft deterrent. • a crime deterrent — often + to or against 
• They argued over whether the death penalty is an effective 
deterrent to murder. • They hope that the new law will be a 
deterrent against false advertising. 

— deterrent /di'tarant/ adj [more most ~] ■ They hope 
that the new law will have a deterrent effect. 

de-test /di'test/ verb -tests; -test-ed; -test-ing [+ obf]for- 
mal : to dislike (someone or something) very strongly ■ 
Those two really seem to detest [ =hate , despise] each other. ■ 
She detested [=loathed] living in the city, 
de-test-able /di'testabal/ adj [more most ~] formal 
: causing or deserving strong dislike : deserving to be detest¬ 
ed ■ He found her selfish attitude detestable. (= contemptible. 
despicable] ■ He is a detestable villain. 

— de-test-ably /di'testabli/ adv ■ a detestably cruel act 
de-throne /di'Groun/ verb -thrones; -throned; -thron¬ 
ing [+ obj]: to take away the power and authority of (a king 
or queen) : to remove (a king or queen) from power — now 
usually used figuratively ■ Last year’s champion was de¬ 
throned in the first round of the play-offs. 

— de-throne-ment /di'Grounmant/ noun [noncount] • the 
dethronement of the queen/champion 

det-O-nate /'dctn.eit/ verb -nates; -nat-ed; -nat-ing : to 
explode or to cause (something, such as a bomb) to explode 
[no obj] They knew that the bomb could detonate [=blow up] 
at any time. 1+ obj] The first atomic bomb was detonated in 
1945. 

— det-o-na-tion Adetn'eijan/ noun, pi -tions [count, non¬ 
count] 

det-O-na-tor /'dEti?,eita*/ noun, pi -tors [count] : a device 
that is used to make a bomb explode 
1 de-tour /'di:,tua>/ noun, pi -tours [count] 

1 : the act of going or traveling to a place along a way that is 
different from the usual or planned way ■ After a number of 
unexpected detours, we finally arrived at our destination. • 
The little restaurant is worth a detour. • We had to make a de¬ 
tour around the heaviest traffic. • We took a detour from the 
main streets. — often used figuratively ■ After teaching for 
many years, he made a brief detour into professional cook¬ 
ing. [=he worked as a cook for a short period of time] ■ The 
conversation took a detour onto another topic. 

2 US : a road, highway, etc., that you travel on when the 
usual way of traveling cannot be used ■ The road is closed 
ahead, so traffic will have to follow the detour. • a detour 
sign/route — called also (Brit) diversion 

2 detOlir verb -tours; -toured; -tour-ing US 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to go 
along a way that is different from and usually longer than 
the usual or planned way ■ We detoured around the heaviest 
traffic. — often used figuratively ■ After teaching for many 
years, he briefly detoured into professional cooking. 

2 [+ obj] a : to make (someone or something) go in a direc¬ 
tion that is not planned or expected ■ A police officer was de¬ 
touring traffic around the scene of the accident. ■ Traffic will 
be detoured to 72nd Street. — often used figuratively ■ Her 
athletic career was detoured by a series of injuries, b : to 
avoid (something) by going around it ■ Commuters are being 
advised to detour [ =bypass] this section of the road. — often 
used figuratively ■ You can detour the whole process by ap¬ 
plying online. 

de-tOX /'di:,ta.ks/ noun, pi -tox-es informal : special treat¬ 
ment that helps a person to stop using drugs or alcohol 
[noncount] He spent one week in detox. ■ The famous writer 
recently went into detox, [count] She has been through two 
detoxes in the past year. — often used before another noun ■ 
a detox center/clinic/program 

de-tOX-i-fy /di'ta:ksa,fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to remove a poisonous or harmful substance from (some¬ 
thing) ■ a special tea that is supposed to detoxify the body 

2 : to cause (someone) to stop using drugs or alcohol by pro¬ 
viding special help and treatment ■ a drug addict who is be¬ 
ing detoxified 

— de-tox-i-fi-ca-tion /di,ta:ksafa'keijan/ noun [noncount] • 
the detoxification of drug addicts — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ a detoxification [-detox] process/program 

de-tract /di'trakt/ verb -tracts; -tract-ed; -tract-ing 
detract from [phrasal verb] detract from (something) formal 
: to reduce the strength, value, or importance of (some¬ 
thing) ■ They worried that the scandal would seriously de¬ 
tract from [= diminish , hurt] her chances for reelection. ■ 
The overcooked vegetables detracted somewhat from an 
otherwise fine meal. 
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de*traC>tOr /di'trEekta'/ noun, pi -tors [count ] formal : a 
person who criticizes something or someone ■ Despite his 
popularity, his many detractors [=critics] still think his work 
is overrated. ■ Even her detractors had to admit that she had 
made the company successful. 

de-train /di'trein/ verb -trains; -trained; -training [no 

obj\ : to get off a train ■ They were the first passengers to de¬ 
train. 

det-ri-ment /'detramant/ noun, formal 

1 [count\ : something that will cause damage or injury to 
something or someone — usually singular; often + to ■ He 
saw the new regulations as a detriment to progress. 

2 [ noncount ] : the act of causing damage or injury to some¬ 
thing or someone ■ He puts all his time into his career, to the 
detriment of [=in a way that is harmful to] his personal life. ■ 
relying on bad advice, much to your detriment [=in a way 
that is harmful to you] — often + to ■ She was able to work 
long hours without detriment to her health. [=without harm¬ 
ing her health] 

det*ri*men*tal Adetra'mentl/ adj [more most ~] formal 
: causing damage or injury ■ The detrimental [- harmful] ef¬ 
fects of overeating are well known. — often + to • She argues 
that watching too much TV is detrimental to a child’s intel¬ 
lectual and social development. 

— det-ri-men-taMy adv 

de-tri'tus /di'traitas/ noun [ noncount] formal : the pieces 
that are left when something breaks, falls apart, is destroyed, 
etc. ■ the detritus of ancient civilizations ■ As he packed, he 
sifted through the detritus of a failed relationship, 
deuce /'du:s, Brit 'dju:s/ noun, pi deuc-es 

1 [count] chiefly US, informal : a playing card that has the 
number two on it or two symbols on it ■ a pair of deuces 
[=twos] 

2 tennis : a situation in which each side has a score of 40 
[count] She beat her opponent after eight deuces, [noncount] 
The score is deuce. 

3 [singular] old-fashioned + informal — used to make a ques¬ 
tion or statement more forceful ■ Who the deuce [-devil, hell] 
was that? ■ We’ve had a deuce of a time finding a good doc¬ 
tor. [=it has been very difficult to find a good doctor] 

de-US ex ma-chi-na /'dejas.eks'mcukina/ noun [singular] 
: a character or thing that suddenly enters the story in a nov¬ 
el, play, movie, etc., and solves a problem that had previous¬ 
ly seemed impossible to solve 

deutsche mark or deutsch-mark / , doitf l maa , k/ noun, pi 
marks [count] : a basic unit of money that was formerly 
used in Germany; also : a coin or bill representing one 
deutsche mark — called also mark, German mark 
de-val-ue /di'vselju/ verb -ues; -ued; -u-ing 

1 finance : to lower the value of a country’s money so that it 
is worth less when it is traded with another country’s money 
[+ obj] The government has decided to devalue its currency. 
[no obj] Economic woes forced the government to devalue. 

2 [+ obj] : to cause (something or someone) to seem or to be 
less valuable or important ■ He argues that placing too many 
requirements on schools devalues the education they pro¬ 
vide. ■ Domestic work is often devalued. [= undervalued] 

— de*val>u-a-tion /d^vselja'weijan/ noun, pi -tions [non¬ 
count] attempts to avoid devaluation [count] currency de¬ 
valuations 

dev-as-tate /'dev3,steit/ verb -tates; -tat-ed; -tat-ing [+ 

obj ] 

1 : to destroy much or most of (something) : to cause great 
damage or harm to (something) ■ The flood devastated the 
town. ■ The disease has devastated the area’s oak tree popula¬ 
tion. ■ The hurricane left the island completely devastated. ■ 
The town was devastated [- ruined] when the factory closed. 

2 : to cause (someone) to feel extreme emotional pain — 
usually used as (be) devastated ■ She was devastated by the 
breakup of her marriage. 

— dev-as-ta-tion /ideva'steijan/ noun [noncount] • eco¬ 
nomic devastation ■ the devastation of war [=the damage 
and destruction caused by war] 

devastating adj [more ~ most —] 

1 : causing great damage or harm ■ It was a devastating 
flood. ■ a rare but devastating disease ■ devastating conse¬ 
quences — often + to ■ The fall in prices dealt a devastating 
blow to the company. 

2 : causing extreme emotional pain ■ The news was devastat¬ 
ing. ■ They suffered a devastating loss. 

3 : extremely effective or powerful ■ The movie is a devastat¬ 


ing satire of the current political scene. ■ a writer known for 
his devastating wit 

— dev*as-tat-ing.|y adv ■ a.devastating accurate portrayal 
de-vel-OP /di'velap/ verb -ops; -oped; -op-ing 

1 a [+ obj ] : to cause (something) to grow or become bigger 
or more advanced ■ She has been exercising regularly to de¬ 
velop her back muscles. ■ The story was later developed into a 
novel. ■ The island has developed its economy around tour¬ 
ism. • The course is designed to develop your writing skills, 
b [no obj] : to grow or become bigger or more advanced ■ A 
blossom develops from a bud. ■ The doctor says that the child 
is developing normally. ■ In this class, we will be learning 
about how languages develop. — often + into • In a short 
time, the town developed into a city. 

2 [+ obj] : to create (something) over a period of time ■ Scien¬ 
tists are developing a treatment for the disease. ■ The compa¬ 
ny has developed a new method for recycling old tires. 

3 [+ obj] : to make (an idea, argument, theory, etc.) easier to 
understand by giving more information ■ He develops the 
concept/theory more fully in his book. ■ You need to develop 
your argument more. 

4 [no obj] : to gradually begin to exist ■ A dangerous situa¬ 
tion is developing. • Romantic relationships often develop be¬ 
tween coworkers. ■ Towns developed along this trade route 
hundreds of years ago. 

5 [+ obj] : to gradually begin to have (something) ■ As he 
grew older he developed [=acquired] a taste for expensive 
wines. ■ She developed an interest in music when she was just 
a child. ■ He developed a close relationship with her. 

6 [+ obj] : to begin to suffer from or be affected by (an ill¬ 
ness, problem, etc.) ■ people who develop cancer late in life ■ 
The patient later developed a cough. ■ At some point the pipe 
developed a leak. 

7 [no obj] chiefly US : to become known or understood ■ The 
facts of what had happened slowly developed over the next 
several days. ■ It eventually developed [=tumed out] that he 
had forgotten to mail the package. 

8 [+ obj] a : to build houses or other buildings on (land) ■ A 
builder wants to develop a large piece of land along the river, 
b : to make (something) available for use ■ The government 
plans to develop the natural resources of this region. 

9 [+ obj] : to make a photograph from (film) by using special 
chemicals and a special process ■ Our vacation pictures 
should be developed by tomorrow. ■ Did you get the film de¬ 
veloped yet? 

— de-vel-op-able /di'velapabal/ adj ■ developable land 
developed adj [more most ~] 

1 of a country, society, etc. : having many industries and rela¬ 
tively few poor people who are unable to buy the things they 
need ■ The disease is almost unheard of in developed coun¬ 
tries. — Opposite DEVELOPING, UNDERDEVELOPED 

2 : larger or more advanced ■ Many dogs have a highly devel¬ 
oped sense of smell. [=a very strong sense of smell] ■ The 
younger plant has a less developed root system. 

de-vel-op-er /di'velapa 1 / noun, pi -ers : a person or thing 
that develops something: such as a [count] : a person or 
company that builds and sells houses or other buildings on a 
piece of land ■ a real estate developer b [count]: a person or 
company that creates computer software ■ a software devel¬ 
oper C [noncount] : a chemical that is used to develop pho¬ 
tographs 

developing adj, always used before a noun 

1 : having few industries and many poor people who are un¬ 
able to buy the things they need ■ international programs to 
assist developing [= underdeveloped] nations — opposite de¬ 
veloped 

2 : growing larger or more advanced ■ a developing embryo • 
the developing crisis 

de-vel-Op-ment /di'velapmant/ noun, pi -ments 

1 [noncount] : the act or process of growing or causing some¬ 
thing to grow or become larger or more advanced ■ Good 
nutrition is important for proper muscle development. ■ ef¬ 
forts to promote economic development [=growth] ■ experts 
in child development • The company offers many opportuni¬ 
ties for professional/personal/career development. — often + 
of • the development of the English language ■ The vitamin 
may help prevent the development of cancer. 

2 [noncount] a : the act or process of creating something 
over a period of time • The software is still in the early stages 
of development. — often + of ■ The company is working on 
(the) development of a new method for recycling old tires. 

— see also research and development b : the state of 



developmental • devoid 


458 


being created or made more advanced ■ The new system is 
still under development [=being developed] • She has a num¬ 
ber of projects In development [^informal) in the works] 

3 [count] : something that has happened or has become 
known ■ I try to keep up with the latest developments in com¬ 
puter technology. ■ Have there been any new developments 
in the case? 

4 a [count] : an area of land with buildings that were all built 
at around the same time ■ a condominium development • new 
commercial and industrial developments — see also HOUS¬ 
ING development b [noncount] : the process of building 
a group of houses or other buildings on an area of land ■ A 
large piece of land along the river was sold for development. 

5 [ noncount] : the chemical process by which photographic 
film is used to make a photograph ■ chemicals used for the 
development of film 

de*vel*op*men*tai /di,vel3p'mentj/ adj 

1 : of or relating to the growth or development of someone 
or something ■ A drop in temperature can slow the plant’s 
developmental process. • developmental biology/psychology ■ 
a child with developmental abnormalities/defects/disabili- 
ties/problems ■ My theory is still in its developmental stage. 

2 : designed to help a child grow or learn ■ developmental 
toys 

— de-vel-op-men-taMy adv ■ a developmentally disabled 

child I=a child who is not able to develop in the normal 
way because of a physical or mental problem] 

1 de*vi*ant Aikvyant/ adj [more most —] : different from 
what is considered to be normal or morally correct ■ a devi¬ 
ant lifestyle • a study of deviant behavior among criminals 

— de*vi*ance /'dkvijans/ also de-vi-an*cy /'diivijansi/ 
noun [noncount] ■ sexual deviance!deviancy 

2 deviant noun, pi -ants [count] : a person who behaves in a 
way that most people consider to be not normal or morally 
correct ■ a sexual deviant 

de*vi*ate /'di:vi,eit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing [no obj]: to 
do something that is different or to be different from what is 
usual or expected — usually + from ■ He almost never devi¬ 
ates from his usual routine. • The investigation showed that 
the airplane had deviated [^strayed] from its scheduled route. 
■ This pattern of behavior deviates slightly from the norm, 
de-vi-a-tlon /,di:vi'eij3n/ noun, pi -tlons 

1 : an action, behavior, or condition that is different from 
what is usual or expected [count] There have been slight de¬ 
viations in the satellite's orbit. ■ Having juice instead of cof¬ 
fee was a deviation from his usual routine, [noncount] The 
pattern's deviation from the norm is significant. ■ The book 
discusses sexual deviation [=deviance] in serial killers. 

2 [count] technical : the difference between the average of a 
group of numbers and a particular number in that group 

device /di'vais/ noun, pi -vic»es [count] 

1 : an object, machine, or piece of equipment that has been 
made for some special purpose ■ mechanical devices ■ The 
store sells TVs, VCRs, and other electronic devices. ■ a hidden 
recording device 

2 : a weapon that explodes ■ an explosive device [=a bomb] ■ 
agreeing to dismantle all nuclear devices 

3 : something that is done in order to achieve a particular ef¬ 
fect • a marketing device ■ a useful mnemonic device for re¬ 
membering the names of the planets ■ The company's meth¬ 
od of tracking expenses is just a device to make it seem more 
profitable. 

4 : something in a book, play, poem, movie, etc., that is used 
to achieve a particular effect • He is known for his use of iro¬ 
ny and other literary devices. ■ a contrived plot device ■ the 
play’s use of traditional comic devices such as slapstick 
leave you to your own devices If someone leaves you 

to your own devices or you are left to your own devices, 
you are allowed to do what you want or what you are able 
to do without being controlled or helped by anyone else. ■ 
The students were left to their own devices when the teacher 
failed to appear on time. • Left to its own devices , the school 
would accept only the most advanced students. 
dev*H /'devj/ noun, pi -ils 

1 a the Devil : the most powerful spirit of evil in Christian¬ 
ity, Judaism, and Islam who is often represented as the ruler 
of hell ■ He went to the Halloween party dressed up as the 
Devil. ( =Satan] b [count] : an evil spirit ■ an imaginary world 
haunted by ghosts and devils [=demons] 

2 [count] informal a : a person who does bad things or 
causes trouble usually in a way that is not too serious ■ She is 
a tricky devil, so be careful. ■ Those kids can be little devils 


sometimes, b : a person (especially a man) who is lucky, 
unlucky, etc. • The poor devil [-poor guy] broke his leg on 
the first day of his skiing vacation. ■ He’s such a lucky devil 
that he’ll probably win the lottery someday. 

3 the devil informal — used to make a statement or ques¬ 
tion more forceful ■ What the devil are you talking about? ■ 
Where the devil have you been? 

4 [singular] informal : something that is very difficult or that 
causes a lot of trouble ■ The shoes look great, but they’re the 
devil to walk in. [=they are very difficult to walk in] — usual¬ 
ly used in the phrase a devil of ■ The new regulations have 
created a devil of a problem [=a very difficult problem] for 
many small businesses. ■ He had a devil of a time getting an¬ 
other job. I=he found it very difficult to get another job] 

— see also the devil to pay at 3 pay 

be a devil Brit, informal — used to tell someone who is not 
sure about doing something to go ahead and do it - “I don’t 
know if I should eat anything else.” “Oh, go on, be a devil, 
order dessert!" 

better the devil you know than the devil you don’t — 

used to say that it is better to deal with a difficult person or 
situation you know than with a new person or situation 
that could be worse 

between the devil and the deep blue sea old-fashioned 
: in a situation that is difficult because you must choose 
between two unpleasant things ■ She felt caught between 
the devil and the deep blue sea. I=in a very bad situation] 
go to the devil informal — used to forcefully and rudely tell 
someone to go away and leave you alone ■ She angrily told 
him to go to the devil. [=(more commonly) go to hell] 
like the devil informal 1 : very much ■ I’m sorry to hear 
about your injury. It must hurt like the devil. 2 : with a lot 
of energy and speed • He ran like the devil, [-he ran very 
fast] 

speak/talk of the devil informal — used in speech to say 
that someone you have been talking about has unexpect¬ 
edly appeared ■ “Well, speak of the devill We were just talk¬ 
ing about you!” 

dev-iled (US) or Brit dev-illed /'devld/ adj, always used be¬ 
fore a noun : spicy or highly seasoned ■ deviled eggs/ham 
dev-iMsh /'devil// adj [more most ~] 

1 : evil and cruel • a devilish [^sinister] villain • devilish [-dia¬ 
bolical] tricks 

2 : showing a desire to cause trouble but in a way that is not 
serious ■ She was attracted by his devilish charm. ■ There was 
a devilish look of mischief in her eyes. ■ a devilish ^mischie¬ 
vous] grin 

have a devilish time informal + somewhat old-fashioned : to 
have a difficult time doing something ■ We had a devilish 
time finding a parking space. 

— dev-IMsh*fy /Mevjijli/ adv ■ a devilishly cruel villain ■ a 
devilishly attractive man ■ a devilishly [=very] hard/difficult 
problem 

dev»il—may—care /idevbmei'kea 1 / adj [more most ~] 
: relaxed and without worry • He has a devil-may-care atti¬ 
tude about life. 

dev-il-ment /'devjmant/ noun [noncount] chiefly Brit, for¬ 
mal : behavior that causes trouble ■ engaging in all kinds of 
devilment [-mischief] : a desire to cause trouble ■ Ruffians 
were breaking windows out of sheer devilment. 
devil’s advocate noun, pi ~ -cates [count] : a person 
who expresses an opinion that disagrees with others so that 
there will be an interesting discussion about some issue ■ 
Teachers often play devil’s advocate to provoke discussion 
in the classroom. 

devil’s food cake noun, pi ~ cakes [count, noncount] US 
: a sweet chocolate cake — compare angel food cake 
de-vbous /'diivijas/ adj [more most —] 

1 : willing to lie and trick people in order to get what is 
wanted ■ a dishonest and devious politician ■ The company 
was accused of using devious [=dishonest, deceptive ] meth- 
ods/ways to get the contract. 

2 format : not straight or direct : having many twists and 
turns ■ He took us by a devious route to the center of the city. 

— de-vi-ous-ly adv - de-vi-ous-ness noun [noncount] 
de-vise /di'vaiz/ verb -vfs*es; -vised; -vising [+ obf] : to 

invent or plan (something that is difficult or complicated) • 
They have devised & new method f or converting sunlight into 
electricity. • She is accused of devising [=hatching] a plot to 
overthrow the government. 

de-void /devoid/ adj 

devoid of : not having (something usual or expected): com- 




459 


devolution ■ diagnose 


pletely without (something) ■ He is devoid of (any) ambi¬ 
tion. [=he has no ambition] ■ The landscape seems to be 
completely devoid o/life. 

de«VO«lu-tion Adeva'luijan/ noun [ noncount ] : the act or 
process by which a central government gives power, proper¬ 
ty, etc., to local groups or governments ■ devolution of power 
de-volve /di'vailv/ verb -volves; -volved; -volv-ing/or- 
mal 

1 [no obj\ chiefly US : to gradually go from an advanced state 
to a less advanced state ■ She cynically asserts that our spe¬ 
cies is devolving. ■ Somehow the debate devolved into a petty 
competition to see who could get more applause. 

— opposite EVOLVE 

2 : to pass (responsibility, power, etc.) from one person or 
group to another person or group at a lower level of author¬ 
ity — + to, on, or upon [+ obj] Community leaders hope that 
the new government will devolve more power to/on/upon the 
community itself, [no obj] Responsibility has devolved to/up¬ 
on the individual teachers. 

3 [no obj\ : to be given to someone after the owner has died 

— + to, on, or upon ■ Upon his death, the estate devolved to/ 
on/upon a distant cousin. [=a distant cousin inherited the es¬ 
tate] 

de-vote /di'vout/ verb -votes; -vot-ed; -vot-ing 
devote to [phrasal verb] devote (something) to (something 
or someone) : to decide that (something) will be used for 
(a special purpose) : to use (time, money, energy, atten¬ 
tion, etc.) for (something) ■ They devote [ =dedicate] an 
hour every day to worship. • She plans to devote part of her 
vacation to reading. ■ Some of the money they raise will be 
devoted to .repairing the church’s roof. ■ Part of the class 
was devoted to questions from last week’s reading. ■ The 
magazine will devote an entire issue to this year’s winner of 
the Nobel Peace Prize. "He devoted [= dedicated] his life/ 
time to helping the poor. = He devoted himself to helping 
the poor. [=he used his time, energy, etc., to help the poor] 
■ She devoted herself to her family, 
devoted adj [more most ~]: having strong love or loyalty 
for something or someone ■ a rock star’s most devoted fans 1 
The author’s devoted [-loyal, faithful ] readers have been ea¬ 
gerly waiting for the new book. ■ The TV show has a devoted 
following. — often + to "He remains devoted to his wife. ■ 
Her grandchildren are devoted to her. 

— de-vot-ed-ly adv ■ They worked devotedly [-faithfully] to 
help him win reelection. 

dev-o-tee /,de,vou'ti:/ noun, pi -tees [count] 

1 : a person who enjoys or is interested in something very 
much ■ The nightclub is popular among jazz devotees. — of¬ 
ten + of ■ She is a devotee of Italian cooking. ■ a devotee of the 
arts 

2 : a person who has very strong loyalty to a particular reli¬ 
gion or religious figure ■ a group of religious devotees 

de«VO*tion /di'voujan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [singular] : a feeling of strong love or loyalty : the quality 
of being devoted ■ acts of devotion • She has cared for the 
poor with selfless devotion. ■ The devotion they felt for each 
other was obvious. — often + to ■ I admire his devotion to his 
wife. ■ She has a strong devotion to the cause. 

2 [noncount] : the use of time, money, energy, etc., for a par¬ 
ticular purpose ■ The project will require the devotion of a 
great deal of time and money. 

3 devotions [plural] : prayer, worship, or other religious ac¬ 
tivities that are done in private rather than in a religious ser¬ 
vice ■ They spend an hour each morning at their devotions. 

de*VO*tion*al /di'voujanl/ adj : relating to or used in reli¬ 
gious services ■ devotional music/literature 
de-vour /di'vawa 1 / verb -vours; -voured; -vour-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to quickly eat all of (something) especially in a way that 
shows that you are very hungry ■ He devoured everything on 
his plate. ■ The lions devoured their prey, synonyms see eat 

2 : to enjoy (something) in a way that shows you are excited 
about it: such as a : to read (something) quickly and with 
much enthusiasm ■ She devoured every golf magazine she 
could find, b : to look at (something) with much enjoy¬ 
ment or enthusiasm ■ He watched intently, devouring the 
scene before him with his eyes. 

3 : to destroy (something) completely • The forest was de¬ 
voured [=consumed] by fire. 

4 of an emotion : to greatly affect or control (someone) ■ 
Jealousy devoured [=consumed] him. — usually used as (be) 
devoured • She was devoured by guilt/remorse. 

de-VOUt /di'vaut/ adj [more most ~] 


1 : deeply religious : devoted to a particular religion ■ They 
are devout Catholics. 

2 a : loyal to something : devoted to a particular belief, or¬ 
ganization, person, etc. • His parents are devout [=staunch] 
believers in the value of a good education, b : serious and 
sincere • It is his devout wish to help people in need. 

— de-vout-ly adv • a devoutly religious family • It is a thing 
devoutly to be wished. [=a thing worth wishing for; a thing 
you want very much to happen] 

dew /'du:, Brit 'dju:/ noun [noncount] : drops of water that 
form outside at night on grass, trees, etc. ■ The grass was wet 
with the morning dew. 

dew-drop /'du:|dra:p, Brit 'dju:,drop/ noun, pi -drops 
[count] : a drop of dew 

dew point noun [count] technical : the temperature at 
which the moisture in the air forms visible drops of water 
: the temperature at which dew forms ■ It’s 78° outside and 
the dew point is 63°. 

dewy /'du:wi, Brit 'djurwi/ adj : wet with dew or with some¬ 
thing like dew ■ a dewy meadow ■ dewy eyes 
dewy-eyed /'du:wi,aid, Brit 'djurwi,aid/ adj, usually disap¬ 
proving 

1 : showing too much emotion ■ the author’s dewy-eyed 
[=sentimentaf] nostalgia ■ He gets annoyed by people who get 
all dewy-eyed [=teary-eyed] at weddings. 

2 : young and innocent ■ a dewy-eyed adolescent 
dex-ter-i-ty /dek'sterati/ noun [noncount] 

1 a : the ability to use your hands skillfully ■ The job re¬ 
quires manual dexterity. • He has the dexterity needed to deal 
cards quickly, b : the ability to easily move in a way that is 
graceful • The amazing dexterity of the acrobat. 

2 formal : clever skill : the ability to think and act quickly 
and cleverly ■ He’s a teacher known for his imagination and 
verbal dexterity. ■ political dexterity [= adroitness ] 

dex-ter-OUS also dex-trous /'dekstras/ adj [more most 
~] formal : having or showing great skill or cleverness 
: showing dexterity ■ They praised her dexterous handling of 
the crisis. ■ The movie is a dexterous retelling of a classic love 
story. ■ a dexterous maneuver ■ a dexterous carpenter 

— dex-ter-ous-ly also dex-trous-ly adv • The various ele¬ 
ments of the book have been dexterously combined. 

dex-tfOSe /'dek,strous/ noun [noncount] technical : a kind 
of sugar found in fruits, plants, etc. : a form of glucose 
DH /,di'eitf/ noun, pi DHs [count] baseball : designated 
HIT rER 

dhOW /'dau/ noun, pi dhows [count] : an Arab boat that is 
low in the front, high in the back, and that usually has one or 
two sails that are shaped like triangles 
di- prefix, chemistry : containing two atoms or groups of a 
specified kind ■ carbon dioxide 

di-a-be-tes /,daj3'bi:tiz/ noun [noncount] medical : a seri¬ 
ous disease in which the body cannot properly control the 
amount of sugar in your blood because it does not have 
enough insulin 

1 di*a«bet*iC /,daj3'betik/ adj 

1 : affected with diabetes ■ new drugs for treating diabetic 
patients - He became diabetic [=he developed diabetes] in his 
old age. 

2 : caused by diabetes ■ a diabetic coma 

3 : suitable for people with diabetes ■ a diabetic diet 
2 diabetic noun, pi -ics [count] : a person who has diabetes 

di-a-bol-i-cal /(dajs'bailiksl/ adj [more most ~] 

1 also dba^bobic /,daj3'ba:lik/ : extremely evil ■ a diabolical 
[ -fiendish . devilish] enemy -v” Diabolical often describes a 
plot, scheme, etc., that is very clever and that is intended for 
an evil purpose. ■ a diabolical plot to overthrow the govern¬ 
ment 

2 Brit, itiformal : very unpleasant, bad, or annoying • The 
party was awful: the guests were boring and the food was di¬ 
abolical. [-awful, terrible] 

— di-a-bol-i-cal-ly /,daj3'ba:likli/ adv • a diabolically clever 
plan 

di-a-crit*ic /,daj3'kntik/ noun, pi -ics [count] technical : a 
mark that is placed over, under, or through a letter in some 
languages to show that the letter should be pronounced in a 
particular way ■ Two diacritics appear in the word “deja vu.” 
di-a-dem /'daj3,dem/ noun, pi -dems [count] literary : a 
crown that is worn especially by a king or queen as a symbol 
of royalty 

di*ag*nose /'daj3g,nous/ verb -nos-es; -nosed; -nos-ing 

[+ obj] 
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1 a : to recognize (a disease, illness, etc.) by examining 
someone ■ The test is used to help in diagnosing heart dis¬ 
ease. ■ Thousands of new cases have been diagnosed in the 
past year. ■ The doctor was unable to diagnose the skin con¬ 
dition. — often + as • The tumor was diagnosed as benign. ■ 
Her illness was incorrectly diagnosed as a bacterial infection, 
b : to recognize a disease, illness, etc., in (someone) ■ a new 
doctor with little experience diagnosing patients ■ She was di¬ 
agnosed as having cancer. = She was diagnosed with cancer. 

2 : to find the cause of (a problem) ■ The mechanic was un¬ 
able to diagnose the problem. — often + as ■ The mechanic 
diagnosed the problem as a faulty spark plug. 

di*ag«no«sis /(dajag'nousas/ noun, pi -no-ses 
/,daj3g'nou,si:z/ 

1 [noncount] : the act of identifying a disease, illness, or 
problem by examining someone or something ■ The unusual 
combination of symptoms made accurate diagnosis difficult. 

■ She is an expert in the diagnosis and treatment of eye dis¬ 
eases. 

2 [count] : a statement or conclusion that describes the rea¬ 
son for a disease, illness, or problem ■ The diagnosis was a 
mild concussion. "His doctor made an initial diagnosis of 
pneumonia. ■ The committee published its diagnosis of the 
problems affecting urban schools. — compare prognosis 

di*ag*noS a tiC /,daj3g'na:stik/ adj, technical : of, relating to, 
or used in diagnosis : used to help identify a disease, illness, 
or problem ■ diagnostic tests for cancer ■ Ultrasound is now 
widely used as a diagnostic tool. ■ One important diagnostic 
feature of this condition is a mild rash. 
di*ag*nos*tics /,daj3g'na:stiks/ noun [plural] technical 
: the skill or practice of identifying illnesses or problems 
: methods used for diagnosis ■ This technology could revolu¬ 
tionize medical diagnostics. ■ automotive diagnostics 
1 di*ag* 0 *nal /dai'segsnj/ adj 

1 of a straight line : joining two opposite comers of a shape 
(such as a square or rectangle) especially by crossing the 
center point of the shape ■ Draw a diagonal line. — compare 
HORIZONTAL, VERTICAL 

2 : not going straight across or up and down ■ The blanket is 
covered with diagonal stripes. ■ a diagonal pattern 

— di-ag-o»naMy adv • diagonally striped ■ The stone wall 
runs diagonally across the field. 

2 diagonal noun, pi -nals [count]: a diagonal line, direction, 
or pattern ■ a design with strong diagonals ■ The stone wall 
cuts across the field on a diagonal. [= diagonally] ■ Slice the 
vegetables on the diagonal. [=diagonally] 

1 di-a-gram /'daj3,gr2em/ noun, pi -grams [count] : a draw¬ 
ing that explains or shows the parts of something ■ a diagram 
of the nervous system ■ This diagram shows how the clock 
operates. 

— di-a-gram-mat-ic Adajsgra'mgetik/ adj • a diagrammatic 
representation of the nervous system — di-a-gram-mat-i- 
cal-ly /(dajagra'msetikli/ adv 

z diagram verb -grams; -grammed or -gramed; -gram- 
ming or -granting [+ oty] US : to show or explain (some¬ 
thing) in a diagram ■ The coach diagrammed the new play on 
the blackboard. ■ The students were required to diagram a 
sentence. 

1 di*al /'dajsl/ noun,pi di>als [count] 

1 a : the part of a clock or watch that has the numbers on it 

■ a clock with a shiny silver dial [-face] — see also SUNDIAL 
b : the part of a piece of equipment that shows the measure¬ 
ment of something with a moving piece (such as a needle) 
that points to a number ■ the dial of a pressure gauge 

2 : a round part on a piece of equipment that you turn to op¬ 
erate something: such as a : a round control on a radio or 
television that you use to select a station or channel or to 
make the volume louder or quieter • I had to keep adjusting 
the radio dial to make the station come in clearly. ■ We’ll be 
back right after this commercial, so don’t touch that dial\ 
[=don't change the channel/station] b : a round part of 
some telephones that you move to select numbers 

2 dial verbdi-als; as di-aled or Brit dialled; US di-al-ing or 
Brit di-al-ling [+ obj] 

1 : to select (a series of numbers) on a telephone by turning 
a dial or pushing buttons ■ In an emergency you should dial 
[=call] 911. ■ I’m sorry. 1 must have dialed the wrong num¬ 
ber. 

2 : to make a telephone call to (a person, business, etc.) • She 
dialed [=(more commonly) called] her office as soon as she 
got home. ■ He dialed (up) a friend to say he was in town. 

di*a*lect /'daj3,lekt/ noun, pi -lects : a form of a language 


that is spoken in a particular area and that uses some of its 
own words, grammar, and pronunciations [count] They 
speak a southern dialect of French. ■ peasant/regional/local 
dialects [noncount] The author uses dialect in his writing. ■ 
The play was hard to understand when the characters spoke 
in dialect. 

— di-a-lec-tal ^dajs'lektl/ adj ■ the many dialectal forms of 
English 

di-a-leotic /,daj3'lektik/ also di-a-lec-tics /,daj3'lektiks/ 
noun [noncount]philosophy : a method of examining and dis¬ 
cussing opposing ideas in order to find the truth 

— di-a-lec-ti-cal ^dajs'lektiksl/ adj ■ a dialectical method/ 
philosophy 

dialling code noun, pi ~ codes [count] Brit : area code 
dialling tone noun, pi ~ tones [count] Brit : dial tone 
dialog box noun, pi boxes [count] computers : a box 
that appears on a computer screen with a question inside 
asking the user to make a choice or give information 
dialogue also US di>a>log /'daj3,la:g/ noun, pi -logues 
also -logs 

1 : the things that are said by the characters in a story, mov¬ 
ie, play, etc. [noncount] He is an expert at writing dialogue. ■ 
There’s very little dialogue in the film. ■ The best part of the 
book is the clever dialogue, [count] Students were asked to 
read dialogues from the play. 

2 formal a : a discussion or series of discussions that two 
groups or countries have in order to end a disagreement 
[count] The two sides involved in the labor dispute are trying 
to establish a dialogue. [noncount] The two parties have 
been in constant dialogue with each other, b [count] : a 
conversation between two or more people ■ They had a 
lengthy dialogue [=(more commonly) talk] about her plans 
for college. 

dial tone noun, pi tones [count] US : the sound that 
comes from a telephone when it is ready for a call to be 
made — called also (Brit) dialling tone 
dial-up /'daj3l,Ap/ adj, always used before a noun, computers 
: done using an ordinary telephone line ■ dial-up Internet ac¬ 
cess ■ a dial-up connection 

di-al-y-sis /dai'cetasss/ noun [noncount] medical : the pro¬ 
cess of removing some of a person’s blood, cleaning it, and 
then returning it to the person’s body ■ patients undergoing/ 
receiving dialysis ■ a dialysis machine ❖ People usually re¬ 
ceive dialysis when they have damaged kidneys, 
di-anve-ter /dai'semsta/ noun, pi -ters 

1 [count] : a straight line from one side of something (such as 
a circle) to the other side that passes through the center 
point ■ The dotted line indicates the diameter of the circle. 

— see picture at geometry 

2 : the distance through the center of something from one 
side to the other [count] What is the diameter of the tree 
trunk? ■ a pipe with a diameter of two inches = a pipe with a 
two-inch diameter [noncount] Dig a hole that’s two feet 
deep and three feet in diameter. — compare RADIUS 

di-a-met-ri-cal-ly /tdajs'metnkli/ adv : completely or en¬ 
tirely ■ His position on the issue is diametrically opposed to 
that of his partner. [=his position is the exact opposite of his 
partner’s position] ■ They grew up in diametrically opposite 
[^completely different] environments. 

1 di a a»mond /'daimsnd/ noun,pi -monds 

1 : a very hard usually colorless stone that 
is a form of carbon and is used especially in 
jewelry [count] a necklace studded with di¬ 
amonds and rubies ■ Her husband gave her 
a diamond [=a diamond ring] for her birth¬ 
day. [noncount] The ruby was surrounded 
by a ring of diamond. — often used before 
another noun ■ a diamond mine/ring — see 
color picture on page Cll 

2 [count] : a shape that is formed by four 
equal straight lines and that has two oppo¬ 
site angles that are smaller than a right angle and two oppo¬ 
site angles that are larger than a right angle ■ The children 
cut the fabric into diamonds. — compare square 

3 a [count] : a playing card that is marked with a red dia¬ 
mond shape ■ one heart, two diamonds, and two clubs — see 
picture at playing card b diamonds [plural] : the suit in 
a deck of playing cards that is marked by red diamond 
shapes 'He played the queen of diamonds. — compare 
club, heart, spade 

4 [count] a : the part of a baseball field that includes the 
area within and around the three bases and home plate : IN- 




461 


diamond • dictate 


field ■ The infielders warmed up by throwing the ball 
around the diamond, b : the entire playing field in baseball 
■ It’s sad to see the town’s old baseball diamond deserted. 

2 diamond adj, always used before a noun : of or relating to 
the 60th or 75th anniversary of an important event (such as a 
marriage) ■ The couple celebrated their diamond (wedding) 
anniversary a few months ago. = (Brit) They celebrated their 
diamond wedding. ■ the celebration of Queen Victoria’s dia¬ 
mond jubilee in 1897 ^ It is more common for diamond to 
refer to the 60th anniversary of something. — compare 
GOLDEN, SILVER 

diamond in the rough noun, pi diamonds in the 
rough [count] US 

1 : a person who has talent or other good qualities but who 
is not polite, educated, socially skilled, etc. — called also 
(Brit) rough diamond 

2 : something that is in poor condition but that is likely to 
become valuable with appropriate care or attention ■ The 
house is a diamond in the rough, and with some hard work it 
will be really beautiful. 

1 di«a«per /'daipa>/ noun, pi -pers [count] US : a piece of cloth 
or other material that is placed between a baby’s legs and 
fastened around the waist to hold body waste ■ disposable di¬ 
apers ■ changing a baby’s diaper — called also (Brit) nappy 
2 diaper verb -pers; -pered; -per-ing [+ ob/I us: to put a di- 
aper on (someone) ■ diaper a baby 

diaper rash noun [noncount] US : sore red spots that some¬ 
times form on the area of a baby’s skin that a diaper covers 
— called also (Brit) nappy rash 

di*aph-a-nOUS /dai'zef9nas/ adj, formal — used to describe 
cloth that is very thin and light ■ a diaphanous scarf ■ diapha¬ 
nous fabrics 

di*a*phragm /'dajs^rcem/ noun, /7/-phragms [count] 

1 medical : a large flat muscle that separates the lungs from 
the stomach area and that is used in breathing — see picture 
at HUMAN 

2 technical: a device that controls the amount of light pass¬ 
ing through the lens of a camera 

3 : a device shaped like a cup that is placed in the vagina to 
prevent pregnancy — called also (Brit) cap 

4 technical : a thin disk that is used in microphones, tele¬ 
phones, speakers, etc., to help reproduce sound or make 
sounds louder 

di-a-rist /'dajarast/ noun, pi -lists [count] : a person who 
writes a diary 

di*ar*rhea (US) or chiefly Brit di-ar-rhoea Adaja'ri.ja/ noun 
[noncount] medical : an illness that causes you to pass waste 
from your body very frequently and in liquid rather than sol¬ 
id form ■ The symptoms of the disease include fever, nausea, 
and diarrhea. 

di»a»ry /'dajari/ noun, pi -lies [count] 

1 : a book in which you write down your personal experi¬ 
ences and thoughts each day ■ His diaries [=joumals] were 
published after his death. ■ She kept a diary [=wrote regularly 
in her diary] while she was traveling in Europe. 

2 Brit : datebook 

di*as*po*ra or Di-as-po-ra /dai'zespsra/ noun, pi -ras 
[count] formal : a group of people who live outside the area 
in which they had lived for a long time or in which their an¬ 
cestors lived — usually singular ■ the art of the African/Chi¬ 
nese diaspora ■ members of the Diaspora [=Jewish people 
throughout the world who do not live in Israel] 

dia*ton*ic /idaja'taimk/ adj, music : of or relating to a musi¬ 
cal scale that has five whole steps and two semitones • dia¬ 
tonic harmonies/notes ■ the diatonic scale — compare 
CHROMATIC 

di-a'tribe /'daj3,traib/ noun, pi -tribes [count] formal : an 
angry and usually long speech or piece of writing that 
strongly criticizes someone or something ■ The article is a di¬ 
atribe against mainstream media. ■ a bitter diatribe about/on 
how unfair the tax system is 

dibs /'dibz/ noun [plural] US, informal : the right to have or 
choose something — usually + on • We stood in line for 
hours to get/have dibs on the best seats in the theater. ■ The 
farm always gives first dibs on its vegetables to local fami¬ 
lies. l=the farm sells its vegetables to local families before 
anyone else] ■ “ Dibs on the front seat!” [=1 am claiming the 
front seat for myself] 

1 dice /'dais/ noun, pi dice 

1 [count] : a small cube that is made of plastic, wood, etc., 
that has one to six dots on each side, and that is used usually 
in pairs in various games • a pair of dice • Throw the dice. • In 


this game, each player rolls the dice 
to see who plays first. ■ He was 
caught using a pair of loaded dice. 

(=dice used for cheating] 

2 [noncount] : a gambling game 
played with dice ■ They were shoot¬ 
ing dice in one of the bar’s back 
rooms. 

3 [count] : a small cube ■ Chop the onions into '/ 4 -inch dice, 
a roll of the dice informal — used to say that something 

could have either a good result or a bad result ■ Opening a 
new restaurant is always a roll of the dice. • It’s a roll of the 
dice whether we succeed or fail. 
load the dice informal : to unfairly make one possible result 
more likely than another ■ We received information that 
would load the dice in favor of our arguments. • The dice 
were loaded against them but they still managed to win. 
no dice US, informal — used to say that something hoped 
for or wanted was not possible to do or to get ■ We hoped 
that tickets would still be available, but no dice , they were 
all sold. ■ I’ve proposed several different deals, but their re¬ 
sponse continues to be no dice. [=their response continues 
to be no] 

roll the dice informal : to do something that may have a 
good result or a bad result: to take a chance ■ They decid¬ 
ed to roll the dice and start their own business. 

2 dice verb dic*es; diced; dieting [+ obf] : to cut (food) into 
small cubes ■ Dice the potatoes and add them to the soup. 
slice and dice see 2 slice 

— diced adj • diced carrots — dicker noun, pi -ers [count] 
dic-ey /'daisi/ adj dic-i-er; -est informal : involving a 

chance that something bad or unpleasant could happen 
: risky ■ Starting a business can be quite a dicey proposition. 

■ The weather looks a little dicey this morning. I hope it 
doesn’t rain. 

di«ch0t*0-my /dai'ka.tami/ noun, pi -mies [count] formal 
: a difference between two opposite things : a division into 
two opposite groups ■ Her essay discusses the dichotomy be¬ 
tween good and evil in the author’s novels, 
dick /'dik/ noun, pi dicks [count] 

1 informal + offensive : penis 

2 informal + offensive : a mean, stupid, or annoying man 

3 US, informal + old-fashioned : detective ■ a private dick 

— see also clever dick 
dick*ens /'dikanz/ noun 

the dickens informal + old-fashioned — used to make a 
statement or question more forceful • What the dickens 
[=the devil] do you mean? ■ We’ll have to work like the 
dickens [=very hard] to finish this project. • (US) It scaredZ 
frightened the dickens out of people. [=scared people very 
badly] • (US) She’s as cute as the dickens. [=she’s very cute] 
dick-er /'dik»/ verb -ers; -ered; -er-ing [no obj] chiefly US 
: to talk or argue with someone about the conditions of a 
purchase, agreement, or contract ■ I tried to dicker for a dis¬ 
counted price. — often + with or over • I don’t have time to 
dicker with you. ■ They spent hours dickering [^haggling] over 
the car’s price. 

dick«head /'dik,hEd/ noun, pi -heads [count] informal + of¬ 
fensive : a mean, stupid, or annoying man 
dicta plural of dictum 

DiC"ta*phone /'dikt3,foun/ trademark — used for a ma¬ 
chine that records a person’s spoken words so that the words 
can be written down later 

1 dic*tate /'dik.teit/ verb -tates; -tat-ed; -tat-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to speak or read (something) to a person who writes it 
down or to a machine that records it ■ She’s dictating a letter 
to her secretary. 

2 : to say or state (something) with authority or power ■ 
They insisted on being able to dictate the terms of surrender. 

3 : to make (something) necessary ■ Our choice of activities 
will likely be dictated [-determined, controlled] by the weath¬ 
er. • His health dictates [=requires] that he work at home. ■ 
Tradition dictates that the youngest member should go first. 

■ The basket’s function dictates its size and shape. 

dictate to [phrasal verb] dictate to (someone) : to give orders 
to (someone) — usually used as (be) dictated to • I resent 
being dictated to by someone with half my experience. 

2 dictate noun, pi -tates [count] formal 

1 : an order or direction given with authority — usually plu¬ 
ral ■ They don’t allow any disagreement with the dictates of 
the party. 

2 : a rule or principle that guides something (such as an ac- 
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tivity or a person’s behavior) — usually plural ■ She tried to 
live her life according to the dictates of her conscience. ■ We 
pay no attention to the dictates of fashion. ■ the dictates of 
common sense 

dic-ta-tion /dik'teijan/ noun [noncount] : the act of speak¬ 
ing words that someone writes down or that a machine 
records : the act of dictating words ■ He used a tape recorder 
for dictation. ■ writing from dictation 

take dictation : to write down the words that someone says 
so that they can be used in a letter, report, etc. • Her secre¬ 
tary’s very good at taking dictation. 
dic-ta'tor /'dik^eita 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] : a person who 
rules a country with total authority and often in a cruel or 
brutal way ■ The country was ruled by a military dictator. • 
fascist dictators 

dic«ta*tO*ri-al /.dikta'torijal/ adj 

1 : of, relating to, or ruled by a dictator ■ a dictatorial ruler 
(=a ruler who is a dictator] ■ He was given dictatorial powers. 
■ a dictatorial government ■ dictatorial regimes 

2 [more most ~] disapproving — used to describe a person 
who tries to control other people in a forceful and unfair 
way ■ a dictatorial boss [=a boss who acts like a dictator] ■ All 
his students resented his harsh, dictatorial manner. 

— diota-to-ri-al-ly adv ■ behaving dictatorially 
dic-ta-tor-ship /dik'teitdj’ip/ noun, pi -ships 

1 [noncount] : rule by a dictator : rule, control, or leadership 
by one person with total power ■ The country suffered for 
many years under his dictatorship. 

2 [count] : a government or country in which total power is 
held by a dictator or a small group ■ His enemies accused 
him of establishing a dictatorship. ■ a military dictatorship 

diotion /'dik/an/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the clearness of a person’s speech ■ The actor’s diction 
was so poor I could hardly understand what he was saying. 

2 : the way in which words are used in speech or writing ■ 
The student’s essay was full of careless diction. 

dictionary /'dikja.neri, Brit 'dikjanri/ noun, pi -nar-ies 
[count] 

1 : a reference book that contains words listed in alphabeti¬ 
cal order and that gives information about the words’ mean¬ 
ings, forms, pronunciations, etc. ■ an English dictionary ■ 
Look it up in the dictionary. 

2 : a reference book that lists in alphabetical order the 
words of one language and shows their meanings or transla¬ 
tions in a different language ■ an English-French dictionary 

3 : a reference book that lists in alphabetical order words 
that relate to a particular subject along with their definitions 
and uses ■ a law dictionary ■ a dictionary of medicine 

dic-tum Aiiktam/ noun, pi dic-ta /'dikta/ also dic-tums 
[count] formal : a statement or well-known remark that ex¬ 
presses an important idea or rule ■ A doctor must follow the 
dictum of “First, do no harm." 
did past tense of do 

di'dac-tic /dai'daektik/ adj [more —; most - ] formal 

1 : designed or intended to teach people something ■ didactic 
poetry 

2 usually disapproving — used to describe someone or some¬ 
thing that tries to teach something (such as proper or moral 
behavior) in a way that is annoying or unwanted ■ Audiences 
were turned off by the movie’s didactic quality. 

— di-dac-ti-cal-ly /dai'daektikli/ adv 

did-dle /'did]/ verb did-dles; did-dled; did-dling infor¬ 
mal 

1 [no obj] US : to spend time doing something or handling 
something in an aimless way • He spent hours diddling [= fid¬ 
dling ] with the car’s engine. 

2 [+ obj] Brit : to steal money from (someone) by cheating ■ 
He had tried to diddle his insurance agency. ■ She felt she 
had been diddled out of her inheritance. 

did-dly /'didli/ noun [noncount] US slang : diddly-squat ■ 
Her contributions don’t amount to diddly. [= anything ] ■ He 
helped us a lot, but she didn't do diddly. 
did-dly-squat /'didli # skwa:t/ noun [noncount] US slang 
: the least amount: anything at all ■ You don’t know diddly- 
squat about sports. ■ He loved his job even though it didn’t 
pay diddly-squat. 

didn’t /'didnt/ — used as a contraction of did not • I didn't 
know you were coming. 

1 die /'dai/ verb dies; died; dy-ing /'dajirj/ 

“Ta [no obj] : to stop living ■ She claims she’s not afraid to 
die. ■ More than a hundred people died [=were killed] in the 
crash. ■ He died in 1892 at the age of 37. ■ His mother died 


[= passed away, passed on] on April 15. ■ People in the town 
began dying suddenly/unexpectedly. "He died in his sleep. 
[=he died while he was sleeping] ■ She died in childbirth. 
[=she died while giving birth to a baby] b [no obj] : to end 
life in a specified state or condition — followed by an adjec¬ 
tive, noun, or noun phrase ■ He died happy. • They both died 
young. ■ She died a hero. ■ One day, you're going to die a 
lonely and bitter old man. C 1+ obj] : to have or suffer (a 
specified kind of death) • He died a violent and painful death. 
■ dying a natural death 

2 [no obj ] : to wish strongly or desperately for something or 
to do something — used as (be) dying • I’m dying for a cold 
drink. • They were dying to leave. ■ We’ve been dying to see 
that movie. 

3 [no obj] a : to pass out of existence : to come to an end ■ 
Her secret died with her. ■ He’s the last of a dying breed, b 
: to disappear gradually or become less strong • The wind 
gradually died, [-died away, died down] 

4 [no obj] a : to stop working or running ■ The motor died. 
b : to end in failure ■ The bill died in committee. [=the bill 
was considered and rejected by a committee] 

die away [phrasal verb] : to disappear gradually or become 
less strong ■ The echo slowly died away, 
die back [phrasal verb] of a plant : to die in the parts that are 
above the ground but to remain alive in the roots • The 
plant dies back every winter and sends up new shoots each 
spring. 

die down [phrasal verb] : to gradually become less strong ■ 
The wind will die down in the evening. ■ She waited for the 
noise to die down before she started singing. 
die hard: to take a long time to die or end : to continue for 
a long time ■ Such rumors die hard. ■ That kind of determi¬ 
nation dies hard. — see also die-hard 
die in bed or die in your bed: to die of disease or old age ■ 
After a long and adventurous life, he ended up dying in his 
bed. 

die laughing informal : to laugh for a long time in an un¬ 
controllable way : to laugh very hard "If the guys hear 
about this, they’re going to die laughing, 
die of [phrasal verb] die of (something) : to die because of 
(something) • My uncle died of cancer. ■ She died of old 
age. ■ They say that he died of a broken heart. ■ I almost 
died of embarrassment. [=1 was extremely embarrassed] 
People often say that they are dying of something that 
causes a lot of discomfort, distress, etc. ■ Would you like 
some water? You must be dying of thirst. [=you must be 
very thirsty] ■ We’re all dying of the heat. [=we’re all very 
hot and uncomfortable] 

die off [phrasal verb] : to die one after another so that fewer 
and fewer are left ■ The remaining members of her family 
gradually died off. ■ The animals died off one by one. 
die on the vine informal : to fail at an early stage because of 
a lack of support or enthusiasm ■ Her plan to run for pub¬ 
lic office died on the vine. 

die out [phrasal verb] : to disappear gradually ■ Like most 
fads, this one eventually died out. ■ The disease gradually 
died out over the last two generations. ■ Many more species 
are expected to die out completely [=to become extinct] 
unless we do something to help. 
never say die — used to encourage someone to continue 
something or to remain hopeful ■ It doesn’t look good for 
the team, but never say die. [=but don’t give up hope] They 
could pull off a miracle. 

to die for informal : worth dying for : extremely desirable 
or appealing ■ Dinner was nothing special, but the dessert 
was to die for. ■ The apartment has a view to die for. [=has a 
great view] 

2 die /'dai/ noun [count] 

1 pi dice /'dais/ : 'dice 1 ■ Each player throws/rolls one die. 

2 pi dies /'daiz/ : a tool that is used for cutting, shaping, or 
stamping a material or an object 

the die is cast — used to say that a process or course of ac¬ 
tion has been started and that it cannot be stopped or 
changed ■ Once we signed the contract, the die was cast, 
and there was no turning back, 
die-hard /'dai,had'd/ adj [more most ~J : very deter¬ 
mined or loyal • die-hard fans; especially : very loyal to a set 
of beliefs and not willing to change those beliefs ■ a die-hard 
conservative — see also die hard at 1 DIE 
— die-hard noun, pi -hards [count] ■ a bunch of conserva¬ 
tive diehards 
diem see PER diem 
die-sel /‘di:zal/ noun, pi -sets 
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1 [count] : a vehicle (such as a truck or bus) that has a diesel 
engine ■ His truck’s a diesel. 

2 [noncount] : diesel fuel • Does your car take diesel or 
gasoline? 

diesel engine noun, pi ~ -gines [count] : a type of engine 
that uses diesel fuel rather than gasoline and that is used es¬ 
pecially in large vehicles (such as trucks and buses) 
diesel fuel noun [noncount] : a type of fuel that is used in 
vehicles with diesel engines 
1 di«et /'dajat/ noun, pi -ets 

1 : the food that a person or animal usually eats [count] Di¬ 
ets that are rich in fruits and vegetables have been shown to 
help prevent disease. ■ a balanced diet — often + of • Many 
birds live on a diet of insects, [noncount] studying the associ¬ 
ation between diet and disease 

2 : the kind and amount of food that a person eats for a cer¬ 
tain reason (such as to improve health or to lose weight) 
[noncount] She lost a lot of weight through diet and exercise. 
[count] a low-fat diet • a liquid diet ■ He’s on a diet. [=he is eat¬ 
ing less food or only particular kinds of food in order to lose 
weight] ■ He went on a diet and lost 30 pounds in six months. 

3 [singular] : something that is provided or experienced re¬ 
peatedly — + of • We’ve been given a steady diet of political 
scandals in recent months. 

2 diet verb -ets; -et«ed; -et-ing [no obj] : to eat less food or to 
eat only particular kinds of food in order to lose weight: to 
be on a diet ■ I’ve been dieting for two months. 

3 diet adj, always used before a noun 

1 : having a smaller number of calories than usual ■ a diet 
soda 

2 : intended to help people lose weight ■ diet pills 
di-e-tary /'daj3,teri, Brit 'dajatri/ adj, always used before a 

noun : of or relating to a diet ■ Many of our patients have 
special dietary needs. ■ dietary deficiencies 
di-et-er /'dajat &/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who is try¬ 
ing to lose weight: a person who is dieting ■ I’ve been an un¬ 
successful dieter for years. ■ chronic dieters — called also 
(Brit) slimmer 

di*eti*tian or di-eti*cian Adaja'tijan/ noun, pi -tians or 
-cians [count] : a person whose job is to give people advice 
about what to eat in order to be healthy 
dif-fer fdifa/ verb -fers; -fered; -fer-ing [no obj] 

1 : to be different ■ Their styles differ. ■ The two schools dif¬ 
fer in their approach to discipline. — often + from ■ The new 
version differs significantly from the old one. 

2 : to have opinions that don’t agree ■ We differ [=disagree] 
on/about/over how best to raise the money. — often + with ■ 
They differed with each other on religious matters. 

agree to differ see agree 
beg to differ see beg 

— differing adj [more most ~] ■ The students had widely 
differing [=different] interpretations of the poem. ■ differing 
views 

dif«fer«ence /'difrans/ noun, pi -enoes 

1 : the quality that makes one person or thing unlike anoth¬ 
er [noncount] She knows the difference between right and 
wrong. ■ There’s no difference between the two houses. They 
look exactly the same, [singular] There’s a striking differ¬ 
ence in the sisters’ looks. [=they look very different from 
each other] To tell the difference between two people or 
things is to see how they are unlike each other. ■ It’s hard to 
tell the difference [distinguish] between one action movie 
and another. ■ The new version is supposed to be much bet¬ 
ter than the old one, but I can’t tell the difference (between 
them). 

2 [count] : something that people do not agree about : a dis¬ 
agreement in opinion ■ They’ve always had their differences. 
(=they have always disagreed about some things] ■ The de¬ 
bate gave them a chance to air their differences. [=to discuss 
the things that they disagree about] ■ We need to find a way 
to resolve/settle our differences. [=to stop disagreeing, argu¬ 
ing, etc.] ■ There seems to be a difference of opinion [=people 
disagree] about what we should do next. ■ They divorced be¬ 
cause of irreconcilable differences. [=serious disagreements 
that they were not able to settle] 

3 [count] : the degree or amount by which things differ ■ 
There’s a big difference in price. ■ There’s a 15-year age dif¬ 
ference between her oldest and youngest children. [=her old¬ 
est child is fifteen years older than her youngest child] 
make a difference 1 : to cause a change : to be important 

in some way ■ Cost can make a difference in deciding on a 
college. ■ “When would you like to leave?” “It makes no 


difference (to me)." [=it doesn’t matter to me; I don’t care] 
■ The weather didn’t make any difference in our plans. 
[=didn’t change our plans] ■ It would make a lot of differ¬ 
ence if you came. ■ Your help made a big difference. • It 
makes very little difference. [=it matters very little] ■ The 
size of the engine can make all the difference. [=can be 
very important; can matter most] • It may not matter to 
you, but it makes all the difference in the world to me. = It 
makes a world of difference to me. [=it matters very much 
to me] 2 : to do something that is important: to do some¬ 
thing that helps people or makes the world a better place ■ 
She says that she got into politics because she wanted to 
make a difference. 

same difference chiefly US, informal — used to say that two 
things are not really different in any important way • 
“They lost 100 games last year.” “Actually, they only lost 
96 games." “ Same difference. The point is, they were aw¬ 
ful." 

split the difference see 1 split 

what’s the difference? 1 — used to ask how one thing is 
different from another ■ “I like this one a lot more than 
that one.” “Why? What’s the difference (between them)?’’ 
2 or what difference does It/that make? — used to ask 
why something is important or to suggest that something is 
not important ■ What's the difference whether I go or not? ■ 
What difference does it make [=what does it matter] if I go 
with you? 

dif«fer«ent Ahfrant/ adj 

1 [more most ~]: not of the same kind : partly or totally 
unlike ■ The two brothers could not have been more differ¬ 
ent. ■ The students come from (very) different backgrounds. ■ 
We need to try an entirely different approach. — often + 
from, than, or to • Our house is different from the others on 
our street. ■ (US) The movie was different than I expected. ■ 
(Brit) Her dress is different to mine. 

usage In both U.S. English and British English, one person 
or thing is said to be different from another. Different is also 
often followed by than in U.S. English. Some people be¬ 
lieve that different than is incorrect, but it is very common. 
In British English, different can be followed by to. Different 
to is not used in U.S. English. ■ The old house looks differ¬ 
ent from what I remember. = (Brit) The old house looks dif¬ 
ferent to what I remember. = (US) The old house looks dif¬ 
ferent than I remember. 

2 always used before a noun : not the same ■ They met with 
each other on several different occasions. 

3 [more most ~]: not ordinary or common : unusual ■ 
advertising that tries to be different • That movie certainly 
was different. ■ He has a very different style of dressing. 

a horse of a different color see ’horse 

different drummer see drummer 

put a different complexion on see complexion 

— dif-fer-ent-ly adv ■ She sees the situation a little different¬ 
ly. • He dresses differently now that he’s out of college. 

1 dif«fer«en»tial Adifa'renjal/ adj, always used before a noun 
[more most ~] formal : relating to or based on a differ¬ 
ence : treating some people or groups differently from oth¬ 
ers ■ The law is intended to prevent differential [= discrimina¬ 
toryA treatment of women in the workplace. 

— dif-fer-en-tial-ly adv 
differential noun, pi -tials [count] 

1 : a difference between people or things ■ Although there is 
a small price differential [=a small difference in price], we be¬ 
lieve it’s worth buying the computer with a faster processor. 

2 technical : a gear or an arrangement of gears in a vehicle 
that allows one wheel to turn faster than another when the 
vehicle is going around a curve — called also differential 
gear; see picture at car 

dif-fer-en-ti-ate /jdifa'renfijeit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at- 
ing 

1 [+ obj] : to make (someone or something) different in some 
way ■ The only thing that differentiates the twins is the color 
of their eyes. — often + from ■ Our excellent customer ser¬ 
vice differentiates us from our competitors. 

2 : to see or state the difference or differences between two 
or more things [no obj] — often + between • We’ve been 
learning how to differentiate between different types of 
plants. [+ obj] — often +jrom ■ It’s sometimes hard to differ¬ 
entiate one action movie from all the others. 

— dif-fer-en*ti-a-tion /(difa.renji'eiJan/ noun [noncount] 
dif«fi«CUlt /'difikalt/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not easy : requiring much work or skill to do or make ■ 
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Our last test was extremely difficult. [=hard, tough ] ■ We were 
asked lots of difficult questions. ■ I had to make a very diffi¬ 
cult decision/choice. ■ We’ll be hiking over difficult terrain. ■ 
It's more difficult than it sounds. — often followed by to + 
verb • It’s difficult to imagine why she would do that. — often 
+/or ■ It is difficult for me to say this, but you have to leave. ■ 
She has a cold, which makes it difficult for her to breathe. 

2 : not easy to deal with or manage ■ He gave a good perfor¬ 
mance under difficult [=trying] circumstances. ■ I found my¬ 
self in a difficult position/situation. ■ Some difficult days lie 
ahead of us. • He’s been having a difficult time coping [=he 
has not been dealing well] with his father’s death. ■ These 
changes will make lifeAhings difficult for everyone involved. 

3 : not willing to help others by changing your behavior 
: stubborn or unreasonable ■ My parents tell me that I was a 
difficult child. [=1 did not obey my parents] ■ Why do you 
have to be so difficult ? [^uncooperative] 

dif«fj«CUl»ty /'difikalti/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : the quality of something that makes it hard to 
do : the difficult nature of something ■ He has difficulty 
[-trouble] reading without his glasses. [=it is difficult for him 
to read without his glasses] ■ She underestimated the difficul¬ 
ty of saving so much money. ■ They had some difficulty (in) 
explaining their behavior. If something can be done with 
difficulty, it is difficult to do. ■ It was only with (great/consid¬ 
erable) difficulty that we were able to continue. To do 
something without difficulty is to do it easily or without prob¬ 
lems. ■ I couldn’t breathe without difficulty. 

2 [count] : something that is not easy to do or to deal with : a 
difficult situation — usually plural • He had to overcome 
many difficulties, [-hardships] • Since the election, the coun¬ 
try has been facing serious economic/financial difficulties. ■ 
This television station is currently experiencing technical dif¬ 
ficulties. [=having technical problems] 

3 [count] : a disagreement in opinion — usually plural ■ The 
partners have been unable to iron out their difficulties. = 
They haven't been able to resolve their difficulties. 

dif*fi-dent /'difidant/ ad) [more most ~] 

1 : lacking confidence: not feeling comfortable around peo¬ 
ple -He becomes diffident [=shy, timid] around girls. 

2 : very careful about acting or speaking ■ She has a diffident 
[-reserved] manner. ■ She was diffident about stating her 
opinion. 

— dif-fi-dence /'difadans/zioM/i [noncount] — dif*fi*dent*ly 
adv ■ He asked diffidently about her family. 

dif*fract /di'frgckt/ verb -tracts; -fract-ed; -tracking [+ 

obj] technical : to cause (a beam of light) to bend or spread ■ 
Light is diffracted when it passes through a prism. 

— dif-frac-tion /di'fraekfan/ noun [noncount] ■ a light un¬ 
dergoing diffraction 

1 dif«fuse /di'fjuis/ ad) [more most ~] : spread out over a 
large space : not concentrated in one area ■ The forest was 
filled with a soft, diffuse light. ■ diffuse pain 

— dif*fuse-ly adv ■ The pain spread diffusely through his 
legs. — dif-fuse-ness noun [noncount] 

2 dif.fuse /di'fju:z/ verb -fus-es; -fused; -fus.ing 

1 a : to spread out : to move freely throughout a large area 
[no obj] The heat from the radiator diffuses throughout the 
room. 1+ obj] The heat was diffused throughout the room, 
b : to exist or be known throughout an area [no obj] Their 
culture gradually diffused [=spread] westward. [+ obj] diffus¬ 
ing their ideas 

2 [+ obj] : to cause (light) to be soft and spread out ■ The 
photographer uses a screen to diffuse the light. ■ an area of 
diffused light 

— dif*fu*sion /di a fju:3Sn /noun [noncount] 

1 dig /'dig/ verb digs; dug AUg/; dig-ging 

la [no obj] : to move soil, sand, snow, etc., in order to create 
a hole ■ Some animal has been digging in the garden. ■ They 
dug into the sand with their hands. ■ He dug down about 10 
feet before he hit water, b [+ obj] : to form (a hole, tunnel, 
etc.) by removing soil, sand, snow, etc. ■ Dig a hole three feet 
deep. ■ The first step in building a house is to dig the founda¬ 
tion. ■ The prisoners escaped by digging a tunnel under the 
fence. 

2 [+ obj] : to uncover (something that is underground) by 
moving earth, soil, sand, etc. ■ digging potatoes ■ digging 
clams on the beach — see also DIG FOR (below) 

3 [no obj]: to look for information about something ■ These 
detectives won’t stop digging until they find out what hap¬ 
pened. 

4 slang a [+ obj ]: to like or admire (someone or something) 


■ I really dig this music, b : to understand or appreciate 
(someone or something) [+ obj] You dig me? [no obj] We 
don’t want you here. You dig? c [+ obj] : to pay attention to 
or look at (someone or something) ■ Hey, dig that hat. 
Senses 4b and 4c have an old-fashioned quality. They are still 
used, but they are often intended to suggest the language of 
the 1950s and ’60s. Sense 4a is somewhat more common. 

5 : to reach for something [no obj] She dug (around) in her 
purse for her keys. : to put (your hand) into something [+ 
obj] He dug his hands into his pockets. 

dig for [phrasal verb] dig for (something) : to search for 
(something) by digging ■ miners digging for coal — often 
used figuratively ■ The police have been digging for clues to 
help solve this murder. 

dig in [phrasal verb] 1 dig (something) in or dig in (some¬ 
thing) : to mix (something) into the soil in the ground by 
digging ■ dig the compost in 2 dig in or dig (yourself) in 
: to dig a trench and take position inside it ■ The soldiers 
dug in and waited for the enemy to approach. ■ The sol¬ 
diers dug themselves in. — often used figuratively ■ We just 
have to dig in and prepare ourselves for the tough times 
ahead. 3 informal : to begin eating ■ Just grab a plate and 
dig in. 4 dig in your heels or dig your heels in : to behave 
in a stubborn way : to refuse to change ■ The salesman dug 
in his heels and refused to lower the price any further. 
dig into [phrasal verb] 1 dig (something) into (something) 
: to mix (something) into (soil) by digging ■ dig the com¬ 
post into the soil 2 dig into (something) a informal : to 
begin eating (something) ■ The family was digging into a de¬ 
licious meal. ■ They dug into their steaks, b somewhat in¬ 
formal : to try to learn or uncover information by studying 
(something) ■ The detectives dug into his past and learned 
that he had once lived in another country. 3 dig (some¬ 
thing) into (something) or dig into (something) : to push 
against (a body part) in a sharp and painful way ■ The bed's 
springs are digging into my back. ■ Her fingernails dug into 
my hand. = She dug her fingernails into my hand. ■ He dug 
his elbow into my ribs. 

dig out [phrasal verb] dig (something) out or dig out (some¬ 
thing) 1 : to get (something) by searching » I dug some old 
books out of the attic. ■ She dug out some change from her 
purse. 2 : to get (something) out of soil, sand, snow, etc., 
by digging ■ We had to dig the car out of the snow after the 
storm. ■ We spent the afternoon digging out [^shoveling 
snow] after the blizzard. 

dig up [phrasal verb] dig up (something) or dig (something) 
up 1 : to uncover or find (something) by digging ■ They 
dug up [= unearthed] buried treasure. ■ digging up large 
rocks ■ I want to move this bush. Will you help me dig it 
up? 2 informal : to discover (information) ■ The investi¬ 
gators did a lot of research to dig up the facts. 
dig up (the) dirt see dirt 

dig your own grave : to behave in a way that will cause you 
to lose or fail ■ The coach dug his own grave when he pub¬ 
licly insulted the team’s owner. 

2 dig noun,pi digs 

1 [count] : a push with a body part (such as your elbow) : a 
poke or thrust ■ She gave me a dig in the ribs to get my atten¬ 
tion. 

2 [count] : a criticism or insult that is directed toward a par¬ 
ticular person or group ■ a persona] dig — often + at ■ Her 
comments have been interpreted as a sly dig at her former 
husband. 

3 [count] : a place where scientists try to find buried objects 
by digging ■ archaeological digs; also : the act of digging for 
buried objects ■ She participated in a dig last summer. 

4 digs [plural] informal a US : the place where someone 
lives ■ She’s buying furniture for her new dig* in the city, b 
Brit, old-fashioned : a room rented in another person’s home 

■ He still lives in digs [=in a rented room] just outside the 
city. 

digest /dai'cfcest/ verb -gests; -gest«ed; -gest-ing 

1 : to change (food that you have eaten) by a biological pro¬ 
cess into simpler forms that can be used by the body [+ obj] 
He has trouble digesting certain foods. ■ an easily digested 
protein [no obj] Soft-boiled eggs digest easily. 

2 1+ obj] : to think over and try to understand (news, infor¬ 
mation, etc.) ■ It will take me a while to digest this news. 

— di-gest-ible /dai'cfeestabal/ adj [more most ~] ■ easily 
digestible foods — di-gest-ibil-i-ty /da^cfeesta'bilati/ noun 
[noncount] 

2 di-gest /'dai,cfcest/ noun, pi -gests [count] : information or 
a piece of writing that has been made shorter ■ a digest of the 
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laws •S* Digest is often used in the names of magazines, such 
as “Reader’s Digest" and “Architectural Digest." 
di-ges-tion /dai'cfeestfsn/ noun \noncount\ : the process by 
which food is changed to a simpler form after it is eaten ■ an 
enzyme that aids in the digestion of protein ■ She began to 
suffer from poor digestion as she grew older. 
di*ges-tive /dai'cfeestiv/ adj , always used before a noun 

1 : of or relating to digestion ■ the body’s digestive system 

2 : having the power to cause or help digestion ■ digestive en¬ 
zymes 

dig*ger noun, pi -gers [count] : a large machine that 

digs and moves dirt, rocks, etc. — see also gold digger 
dig-it /'dicfeat/ noun, pi -its [count] 

1 : a written symbol for any of the numbers 0 to 9 ■ a three- 
digit number like 507 ■ a five-digit zip code 

2 : a finger or toe ■ She suffered several broken digits. 

dig-i'tal /'dicfeati/ adj 

1 : showing the time with numbers instead of with hour and 
minute hands ■ a digital watch ■ digital clocks — compare 

ANALOG 

2 : of or relating to information that is stored in the form of 
the numbers 0 and 1 ■ You can transfer digital images/pic¬ 
tures from your camera to your computer. ■ a digital radio 
broadcast ■ a digital recording of a sound 

3 : using or characterized by computer technology ■ laptop 
computers and other digital [= electronic ] devices ■ In this 
new digital age, computers and the Internet are part of our 
everyday lives. 

4 : of or relating to the fingers or toes ■ digital dexterity 

— dig-i-tal-ly adv • digitally recorded music 

digital camera noun, pi ~ -eras [count] : a camera that 
takes pictures without using film : a camera that records im¬ 
ages as digital data 

digital computer noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a computer 
that works with numbers that are represented by the digits 0 
and 1 

digitize also Brit dig*i*tise /'dicfe3,taiz/ verb -tiz-es; 
-tized; -tiz-ing [+ obj] : to change (information or pictures) 
to digital form ■ The record company digitized the songs and 
made them available on the Internet, 
dig-ni-fied /'dignaifaid/ adj [more most —] : serious and 
somewhat formal : having or showing dignity ■ She has a 
kind but dignified manner. ■ He looked very dignified in his 
new suit. ■ The hotel’s lobby is dignified but inviting. 
dig*ni*fy /'dign3,fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy«ing [+ obj] 

1 : to cause (something) to have more serious and important 
quality : to give dignity or importance to (something) ■ She 
felt that formal clothing would help dignify the occasion. 

2 : to treat (something or someone) with respect or serious¬ 
ness that is not deserved ■ He said he wouldn’t dignify his op¬ 
ponents’ accusations by responding to them. 

dig-ni-tary /'dign3,teri, Brit 'dignatri/ noun, pi -tar*ies 
[count] : a person who has a high rank or an important posi¬ 
tion ■ The dinner was attended by many foreign dignitaries. • 
dignitaries of the church 
dig-ni-ty /'dignati/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a way of appearing or behaving that suggests seriousness 
and self-control ■ She showed dignity in defeat. • The ceremo¬ 
ny was conducted with great dignity. 

2 : the quality of being worthy of honor or respect ■ Theirs is 
a country that cherishes freedom and human dignity, 
beneath your dignity: suitable for someone who is less im¬ 
portant than you ■ He thought washing dishes was beneath 
his dignity. [=he thought that he was too good or important 
to wash dishes] 

degress /dai'gres/ verb -gress-es; -gressed; -gress-ing 

[no obj] : to speak or write about something that is different 
from the main subject being discussed ■ He digressed so often 
that it was hard to follow what he was saying. ■ If I can di¬ 
gress for a moment. I’d like to briefly mention her earlier 
films. 

— di-gres-sion /dai'grejan/ noun, pi -sions [count] The 
story is filled with humorous digressions, [noncount] a sto¬ 
ry told without digression 

dike 0 chiefly US) or chiefly Brit dyke /'daik/ noun, pi dikes 
[count] 

1 : a long narrow hole that is dug in the ground to carry wa¬ 
ter : a ditch or trench 

2 : a bank or mound of earth that is built to control water 
and especially to protect an area from flooding : levee 

dik-tat /dik'tait/ noun, pi -tats [count] disapproving : an or¬ 
der that must be followed ■ The company president issued a 


diktat that employees may not wear jeans to work. 
di*lap*i*dat*ed /d3'l£ep3,deit3d/ adj [more most ~] : in 
very bad condition because of age or lack of care • She was 
living in a dilapidated [=run-down] old apartment building. ■ 
a dilapidated neighborhood 

di*lap*i*da*tion /dajlsepa'dei/an/ noun [noncount] : a bad 
condition caused by age or lack of care : a dilapidated condi¬ 
tion ■ The old houses were in various stages of dilapidation. 
di-late /'dai,leit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -lat-ing : to become 
larger or wider [no obj] The drug causes the blood vessels to 
dilate. ■ During labor, a woman’s cervix will dilate to about 
10 centimeters. [+ obj] The drug dilates the blood vessels. 
dilate on/upon [phrasal verb] dilate on/upon (something) 
formal : to talk about (a subject) for a long time ■ We spent 
a long evening listening to him dilate on the need for tax 
relief. 

— dilated adj [more most —] ■ dilated pupils — dMa-tion 
/dai'leijan/ noun [noncount] • dilation of the arteries 

dil-a*tO-ry /'dil3,tori, Brit 'dilatri/ adj, formal 

1 : causing a delay ■ The committee’s dilatory [= delaying ] ac¬ 
tions caused the loss of hundreds of jobs. 

2 [more most —] : tending to be late : slow to do some¬ 
thing ■ She tends to be dilatory [=slow] about answering let¬ 
ters. 

— dil-a-to-ri-ness noun [noncount] 

dil-do /'dildou/ noun, pi -dos [count] : an artificial penis that 
is used to give sexual pleasure 

di-lem-ma /da'lema/ noun, pi -mas [count] : a situation in 
which you have to make a difficult choice ■ The country’s 
decision to go to war has caused a major dilemma for its al¬ 
lies. ■ We’re facing a terrible dilemma. ■ 1 don’t know what to 
do; it’s a real dilemma. ■ a moral dilemma 
on the horns of a dilemma see 'horn 
dil*et*tante /'dila,taint, Brit ,dil3't£enti/ noun, pi -tantes 
also -tan-ti /,dil3'ta:nti, Brit ,dil3't£enti/ [count] : a person 
whose interest in an art or in an area of knowledge is not 
very deep or serious ■ You can always tell a true expert from 
a dilettante. 

— dil-et-tant-ish /'dil3,ta:ntiJV adj [more most ~] ■ a dil¬ 
ettantish interest in the arts — dil-et-tan-tism /'dil3,ta:n- 
,tiz3m, Brit ,dil3't£entiz3m/ noun [noncount] 

diM-gence /'dilatfcans/ noun [noncount] : careful hard 
work : continued effort ■ The reporter showed great dili¬ 
gence in tracking down the story. ■ The company’s success 
reflects the diligence of its employees. 

— dil-i-gent /'dilatfeant/ adj [more most ~] ■ Many hours 
of diligent [=painstaking, careful] research were required. ■ 
a diligent worker — dil*i»gent-ly adv 

dill /'dil/ noun [noncount] : an herb with leaves that are used 
in cooking and with seeds that are used in flavoring foods 
such as pickles — called also (US) dill weed ; see color picture 
on page C6 

dill pickle noun, pi ~~ pickles [count] : a pickle that is fla¬ 
vored with dill 

dil-ly*daMy /'dili.dadi/ verb -daMies; -daMied; -dairy¬ 
ing [no obj] informal : to move or act too slowly : to waste 
time ■ We need to stop dillydallying [-dawdling, fooling 
around] and get to work. 

1 di-lute /dai'luit/ verb -lutes; -lut*ed; -lut-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make (a liquid) thinner or less strong by adding water 
or another liquid ■ You can dilute the medicine with water. 

2 : to lessen the strength of (something) ■ The hiring of the 
new CEO diluted the power of the company’s president. ■ di¬ 
luting the quality of our products 

— diluted adj ■ diluted wine — di*IU*tion /dai'lui/an/ noun, 
pi -tions [count] lower dilutions of the medicine [non¬ 
count] There’s been some dilution in the stock’s value. 

2 dilute adj [more most ~] technical : reduced in strength as 
a result of containing an added liquid ■ a dilute solution of 
acid 

’dim /‘dim/ adj dlirwner; dim-mest 

1 : not bright or clear ■ I found her sitting in a dim [-dark] 
comer of the restaurant. ■ a dim [=obscure, faint] light ■ dim 
stars : not seen clearly ■ Just the dim outline of the building 
could be seen through the fog. 

2 : not understood or remembered in a clear way ■ We had 
only a dim [-faint, vague] notion of what was going on. ■ I 
have a dim memory o f your last visit. — see also the dim and 
distant past at distant 

3 : not likely to be good or successful ■ Prospects for a quick 
settlement of the strike appear dim. [=unlikely] • (US) The in¬ 
dustry faces a dim [-grim] future. 
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4 : not good or favorable — used in the phrase dim view • 
The author’s dim view [=bad opinion] of politicians is appar¬ 
ent throughout the book. ■ She takes a dim view of human 
nature. [=she believes that people are naturally bad] ■ Many 
fans take a dim view of [=many fans are unhappy about] re¬ 
cent changes in the team. 

5 informal : not intelligent : stupid or dim-witted ■ She 
found him pretty dim at times. 

— dirrvly adv ■ The lights were shining dimly. ■ a dimly lit 
room • I dimly remember him. — dinvness noun [non¬ 
count] ■ the gray dimness of dawn 

2 dim verb dims; dimmed; dim-ming 

1 : to make (a light) less bright or to become less bright [+ 
obj] Dim the lights. ■ The car’s headlights were dimmed. 
[=(Brit ) dipped] [no obj] The lights dimmed. 

2 : to make (something) less strong or clear or to become 
less strong or clear [+ obj] The latest setback has dimmed 
hopes of an early settlement, [no obj] Hopes of an early set¬ 
tlement have dimmed. ■ Her beauty dimmed rapidly. 

dim bulb noun, pi ~ bulbs [count] US, informal : a person 
who is not very smart ■ He was considered something of a 
dim bulb by his coworkers. 

dime /'daim/ noun, pi dimes [count] : a LJ.S. or Canadian 
coin that is worth 10 cents 

a dime a dozen US, informal : too common to be valuable 
or interesting ■ Beautiful actresses are a dime a dozen, 
on a dime informal 1 : very quickly ■ My new car can stop 
on a dime. 2 : in a very small space • turn on a dime 
— see also five-and-dime, nickel-and-dime 
di*men»sion /da'menjan/ noun, pi -sions [count] 

1 : the length, width, height, or depth of something : a mea¬ 
surement in one direction (such as the distance from the 
ceiling to the floor in a room) ■ She carefully measured each 
dimension of the room. ■ The room's dimensions [=its length, 
width, and height] were surprisingly small. 

2 : the amount or number of things that something affects 
or influences — usually plural ■ We underestimated the di¬ 
mensions [-extent, range] of this problem. ■ the vast dimen¬ 
sions [=magnitude, scope] of the disaster 

3 : a part of something ■ There are many dimensions [= as¬ 
pects] to the problem. ■ The social/political/religious dimen¬ 
sions of the problem must also be taken into account. • The 
more powerful engine gives this car a (whole) new dimen¬ 
sion. [=makes the car very different] 

— di«men*sion-al /da'men/anl/ adj — usually used in 
combination ■ a multi-dimensional problem — see also 
ONE-DIMENSIONAL, TWO-DIMENSIONAL, THREE-DIMEN¬ 
SIONAL 

dime store noun, pi stores [count] US, old-fashioned : a 
store that sells inexpensive goods ; five-and-dime 
dime—Store /'daim.stoa 1 / adj, always used before a noun, in¬ 
formal : poor or inferior in quality ■ dime-store [=cheap] per¬ 
fume ■ They regarded him as just another dime-store 
[=second-rate] philosopher. 

di-min-ish /da'mimj'/ verb -ish>es; -ished; -Ish-lng 

1 : to become or to cause (something) to become less in size, 
importance, etc. [+ obj] The passing years did nothing to di¬ 
minish [-decrease, lessen] their friendship. ■ The strength of 
the army was greatly diminished by outbreaks of disease. 
[no obj] My interest in the subject has steadily diminished. 
[=dwindled] ■ The drug’s side effects should diminish over 
time. 

2 [+ obj] : to lessen the authority or reputation of (someone 
or something) ■ Nothing could diminish the importance of 
his contributions. : to describe (something) as having little 
value or importance ■ I don’t mean to diminish [= belittle , dis¬ 
parage] her accomplishments. 

— di-mln-ish-ment /da'minijmant/ noun [noncount] ■ the 
diminishment of her reputation 

di*min-U*en*dO /da.minju'endou/ noun, pi -dos [count] 
music : a gradual decrease in the loudness of a section of 
music 

dim-i-nu-tion /(dima'nu.Jan/ noun, pi -tions formal : the 
act or process of becoming less [singular] a diminution 
[=(more commonly) decrease] of power [noncount] the dim¬ 
inution of wealth 

1 di»min«U»tive /da'minjativ/ adj 

1 [more most —] : very small ■ a diminutive actor ■ a radio 
with a diminutive set of speakers 

2 linguistics : indicating small size ■ the diminutive suffixes 
“-ette” and “-ling” ■ the diminutive noun “duckling” ^ A di¬ 
minutive word or suffix is usually used in describing some¬ 


thing small, often with the added suggestion that it is appeal¬ 
ing or lovable in some way. 

— di*min*u*tive*ness noun [noncount] 

2 diminutive noun. pl -tlves [count] 

1 : a word or suffix that indicates that something is small ■ 
the diminutives “-ette” and “kitchenette” 

2 : an informal form of a name Diminutives can be a 
shortened form of a name (such as “Jen” for “Jennifer” and 
“Dick” for “Richard”) or a name with a diminutive suffix 
added to it (such as “Bobby” for “Bob”). 

dim-mer /'dima>/ noun, pi -mers [count] : a device that al¬ 
lows you to control the brightness of a light ■ All the lights in 
the room are on dimmers. [=all the lights can be made 
brighter or dimmer because they have special switches] ■ a 
dimmer switch 

dim-pie /'dimpal/ noun, pi dim-pies [count] 

1 : a small area on a part of a person’s body (such as the 
cheek or chin) that naturally curves in ■ She noticed his dim¬ 
ples when he smiled. 

2 : a small area on a surface that curves in • the dimples on a 
golf ball 

dim-pied /'dimpald/ adj [more most ~]: having dimples ■ 
her dimpled face/smile ■ a dimpled chin ■ the baby's chubby, 
dimpled hands 

dim-wit /'dim,wit/ noun, pi -wits [count] informal : a stupid 
person ■ a harmless dimwit 

dim—Wit-ted /'dim'witad/ adj [more most ~] informal 
: not intelligent ■ In the comedy, he plays the part of a bum¬ 
bling, dim-witted salesman. 

din /'din/ noun [singular] : a loud, confusing mixture of nois¬ 
es that lasts for a long time ■ It was hard to hear anything 
above/over the din in the restaurant, 
dine /'darn/ verb dines; dined; din-ing [no obj] somewhat 
formal : to eat dinner : to have the main meal of the day ■ 
We’ll be dining at six o’clock. ■ She likes to dine at/in expen¬ 
sive restaurants. ■ I will be dining alone tonight. ■ We hope 
you have an enjoyable dining experience. 
dine in [phrasal verb] : to have dinner at home ■ I’m tired of 
dining in. [=eating in] Let’s go out to eat tonight. 
dine on [phrasal verb] dine on (something) : to eat (some¬ 
thing) for dinner ■ We dined on pasta and fresh vegetables. 
■ They dined on chicken every day for a month. • animals 
dining on fruits, leaves, and insects 
dine out [phrasal verb] : to have dinner at a restaurant ■ We 
always dine out [=eat out] on Fridays. 
wine and dine see 2 wine 
din-er /'daina 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who is eating dinner in a restaurant ■ wealthy 
diners 

2 chiefly US : a small, informal, and inexpensive restaurant 
that looks like a railroad car ■ a roadside diner 

di-nette /dai'net/ noun, pi -nettes [count] : a small room or 
an area near a kitchen that is used for dining ■ The apart¬ 
ment includes a dinette. ■ a cheap dinette set [=a small dining 
table and chairs] 

ding-bat /'dnrj.bset/ noun, pi -bats [count] US, informal : a 
stupid or crazy person ■ I told you it wouldn’t work, you 
dingbat ! 

ding-dong /'dn^dcui)/ noun, pi -dongs [count] 

1 : the sound of a bell ringing ■ We were startled by the ding- 
dong of the doorbell. 

2 Brit, informal : a noisy argument ■ They were having an¬ 
other ding-dong about money. 

din-ghy /'dirji/ noun, pi -ghies [count] 

1 : a small boat that is often carried on or towed behind a 
larger boat 

2 : a small rubber boat that is used by people escaping from 
a sinking boat 

din-go /'dirjgou/ noun, pi 
-goes [count] : a wild dog 
of Australia 

din-gy /'dmcfei/ adj din-gi- 
er; -est [also more most 
~] : dark and dirty : not 
fresh or clean • He’s been 
staying in a dingy motel. ■ a 
dingy room ■ dingy colors 

— dln-gi-ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

dining car noun, pi ~ cars [count] : a railroad car in which 
meals are served — called also (Brit) buffet car 
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dining hall noun, pi — halls [count] : a large room where 
meals are served at a school, college, etc. 
dining room noun, pi ~ rooms [count} : a room that is 
used for eating meals 

din-ky /'diqki/ am din-ki-er; -est informal 

1 US : very small and not appealing ■ a dinky apartment ■ 1 
used to drive a dinky little car. 

2 Brit : small and appealing ■ wearing nice shoes and dinky 
[-cute] accessories 

din-ner /'din?/ noun, pi -ners 

1 : the main meal of the day [count] We had many pleasant 
dinners together. ■ a steak/lobster dinner [noncount] What’s 
for dinner ? ■ They had dinner early. ■ We’re planning to ask 
them to dinner soon. ■ Dinner is served. [=dinner is ready; it’s 
time to come to the table for dinner] — often used before 
another noun ■ dinner guests ■ dinner rolls * an enjoyable din¬ 
ner companion ■ My new boyfriend and I had a dinner date 
[=a date to eat dinner together] last night. ■ She hosted a din¬ 
ner party [=a party at which dinner is served] at her apart¬ 
ment. ■ the dinner table [=the table where people eat dinner] 
*$■ To go out to dinner is to have dinner at a restaurant. ■ We 
haven’t gone out to dinner in weeks. ■ He took her out to din¬ 
ner several times. 

usage Most Americans have dinner in the evening, al¬ 
though if the main meal of the day is served in the after¬ 
noon it is also referred to as dinner. When referring to the 
evening meal, dinner and supper are basically synonyms in 
U.S. English. Dinner is a somewhat more formal word than 
supper and it tends to describe a somewhat more formal 
meal. 

2 [count] : a usually large formal event at which dinner is 
eaten ■ Two hundred people attended his retirement dinner. ■ 
the club’s annual dinner [=banquet] ■ an awards dinner [=a 
dinner at which awards are given] 

3 [count] : a cooked and packaged meal that usually only 
needs to be heated before it is eaten ■ a frozen dinner — see 
also TV DINNER 

dinner jacket noun, pi ~ -ets [count] : a jacket that is 
worn by men on formal occasions : the jacket of a tuxedo 
dinner suit noun, pi ~ suits [count] Brit: tuxedo 
dinner theater noun, pi ~ -aters [count] US : a restaurant 
in which a play is presented after the meal is over 
dinner-time /'dm?|taim/ noun [noncount]: the usual time 
for dinner ■ 1 hate getting phone calls at dinnertime. 
din-ner-ware /'dma 1 ,we?/ noun [noncount] chiefly US 
: plates, bowls, glasses, etc., that are used for serving and eat¬ 
ing dinner 

di-no-saur /'dam3,so?/ noun, pi -saurs [count] 

1 : one of many reptiles that lived on Earth millions of years 
ago 

2 : someone or something that is no longer useful or current 
: an obsolete or out-of-date person or thing ■ The old factory 
is now a rusting dinosaur. ■ The character she plays is a 
dinosaur —a former beauty queen who is living in the past. 

dint /'dmt/ noun 

by dint of formal : because of (something) : by means of 
(something) ■ They succeeded by dint o/hard work, 
di-ocese /'dajasas/ noun, pi -ces-es /'dajasasaz/ [count] 
: the area that is controlled by a bishop in a Christian church 
■ a Catholic diocese 

— di-oc-e-san /dai'ccsasan/ adj ■ diocesan priests 
di-ode /'dai,oud/ noun, pi -odes [count] technical : an elec¬ 
tronic device that allows an electric current to flow in one di¬ 
rection only 

di-OX-ide /dai'a:k,said/ noun, pi -ides [count] chemistry : a 
molecule that has two atoms of oxygen and one atom of an¬ 
other element (such as carbon) — see also carbon diox¬ 
ide, SULFUR DIOXIDE 

di-OX-in /dai'aiksan/ noun, pi -ins [count] : a poisonous 
chemical that is sometimes used in farming and industry 
1 dip /'dip/ verb dips; dipped: dip.ping 

i" '+ obj] a : to put (something) into a liquid and pull it out 
again quickly — usually + in or into ■ Lightly dip the paint¬ 
brush into the paint. ■ We dipped our toes into the water to 
see how cold it was. • The shrimp are dipped in batter and 
then fried. ■ a dipping sauce [=a sauce that food is dipped 
into] b : to move (something) into and out of something — 
+ in or into ■ He dipped his hand into his pocket and pulled 
out a key. 

2 [+ obj] : to lift (liquid) out from a container ■ Use a ladle to 
dip some water out of the pot. ■ dipping water from a well 


3 : to move downward [no obj] The sun dipped below the 
horizon. ■ The road dips over the hill. ■ I saw his head dip be¬ 
low the surface of the water. [+ obj] He dipped his head. 

4 [no obj] : to decrease somewhat usually for a short time ■ 
Gasoline prices have dipped again. • The temperature could 
dip below freezing tonight. 

5 [+ obj] Brit : to reduce the amount of light coming from 
(headlights) ■ Dip [=(C/S) dim] the car’s headlights. 

6 [+ obj ]: to put (an animal) into a liquid containing a chem¬ 
ical that kills insects ■ dipping sheep 

dip into [phrasal verb] dip into (something) 1 a : to take 
out an amount of money from (something) ■ They had to 
dip into their savings to pay for the repairs. ■ Consumers 
are dipping into their pocketbooks [=they are spending 
money] this season, b : to use part of (something) ■ He 
dipped into his knowledge of history to reconsider the 
present political situation. ■ a company dipping into its pool 
of job applicants 2 : to read parts of (something) in a ca¬ 
sual or brief way ■ dip into a book of poetry — see also 
'dip 1 (above) 

2 dip noun, pi dips 

1 [count] : a brief swim ■ They went for a quick dip in the 
pool. 

2 [count]: a low place in a surface ■ There's a dip in the road 
just beyond the curve. 

3 [count] : a decrease that continues usually for a short time 

■ There’s been a slight dip [-drop] in the unemployment rate. 

■ a dip in prices 

4 [count] : an amount of something (such as food) that is 
taken by dipping into a container ■ a dip [i=scoop] of ice 
cream 

5 : a sauce or soft mixture into which food (such as raw veg¬ 
etables) may be dipped [noncount] All they had to eat were 
crackers and cheese dip. ■ potato chips and onion dip 
[count] a delicious bean dip 

6 [count, noncount] : a liquid into which an animal is dipped 
in order to kill insects ■ sheep dip 

7 [count] US slang : a stupid person ■ That guy’s a complete 
dip. 

diph-the-ria /diPBirija/ noun [noncount] medical: a serious 
disease that makes breathing very difficult 
diph-thong /'difjBaii)/ noun, pi -thongs [count] linguistics 
: two vowel sounds joined in one syllable to form one speech 
sound ■ The sounds of “ou” in “out” and of “oy” in "boy” are 
diphthongs. 

di-plo-ma /da'plouma/ noun, pi -mas [count] : a document 
which shows that a person has finished a course of study or 
has graduated from a school ■ He earned his high school di¬ 
ploma by attending classes at night. 
di-plo-ma-Cy /da'ploumasi/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the work of maintaining good relations between the gov¬ 
ernments of different countries ■ She has had a long and dis¬ 
tinguished career in diplomacy. ■ The government avoided a 
war by successfully resolving the issues through diplomacy. ■ 
international diplomacy — see also gunboat diplomacy at 

GUNBOAT 

2 : skill in dealing with others without causing bad feelings ■ 
This is a situation that calls for tactful diplomacy. 

dip-lo-mat /'dipla.maet/ noun, pi -mats [count] 

1 : a person who represents his or her country’s government 
in a foreign country : someone whose work is diplomacy ■ 
The President will be meeting with foreign diplomats. 

2 : a person who has skill in dealing with other people ■ He’s 
a talented architect but a poor diplomat. 

dip-lo-mat-ic Adipla'maetik/ adj 

1 : involving the work of maintaining good relations be¬ 
tween the governments of different countries : of or relating 
to diplomats or their work ■ Negotiators are working to re¬ 
store full diplomatic relations. ■ diplomatic credentials ■ a 
diplomatic career 

2 [more most ~] : not causing bad feelings : having or 
showing an ability to deal with people politely ■ We need to 
find a diplomatic [-tactful] way to say no. 

— dip-lo-mat-i-cal-ly Adipla'maetikli/ adv ■ The situation 
was resolved diplomatically. ■ One critic diplomatically de¬ 
scribed the show as “interesting.” 
diplomatic corps noun , pi diplomatic corps [count] 
: all of the foreign diplomats in a country ■ She is an impor¬ 
tant member of the diplomatic corps. 
diplomatic immunity noun [noncount] : an international 
law that gives foreign diplomats special rights in the country 
where they are working Under diplomatic immunity, dip- 




dipper • direction 


468 


lomats cannot be arrested and do not have to pay taxes while 
working in other countries. 

dip-per /'dipa 1 / noun , pi -pers [count] : a large spoon with a 
long handle that is used for dipping liquids : LADLE — see 
also BIG DIPPER, LITTLE DIPPER 
dip-py /'dipi/ adj dip-pi-er; -est informal : silly or foolish 
in usually an appealing way ■ a dippy comedy ■ a movie about 
a slightly dippy young musician 
dip*SO /*dipsou/ noun, pi -SOS [count] informal + old- 
fashioned : DIPSOMANIAC 

dip-SO-ma*ni*aC Adipsa'memijsek/ noun, pi -acs [count] 
: a person who has an extreme and uncontrollable desire for 
alcohol : alcoholic 

dip-Stick /'dip,st!k/ noun, pi -sticks [count] 

1 : a long thin piece of metal with marks that are used to 
show how much of a fluid (such as motor oil) is in a contain¬ 
er or an engine 

2 informal : a stupid person ■ Some dipstick cut in front of 
me on the highway. 

dip switch noun, pi switches [count] Brit: a switch for 
dimming or lowering the headlights of an automobile 
dire /'daj»/ adj dir-er; dir-est [or more most ~] 

1 : very bad : causing great fear or worry ■ Even the smallest 
mistake could have dire [-terrible, dreadful ] consequences. ■ 
a dire emergency ■ The circumstances are now more dire 
than ever. ■ With its best player out of the game, the team 
found itself in dire straits. [=in a very bad or difficult situa¬ 
tion) ■ The company now finds itself in dire financial straits. 
[=the company is having bad financial problems] 

2 : warning of disaster : showing a very bad future • Some 
analysts are issuing dire economic forecasts. ■ a dire predic- 
tion/waming 

3 a : requiring immediate action : very urgent ■ The govern¬ 
ment is in dire [-desperate] need of reform. ■ dire necessity 
b : very serious or extreme • They live in dire poverty. 

1 direct /da'rekt/ verb -rects; -rect-ed; -rect-ing 

1 [+ obj]: to cause (someone or something) to turn, move, or 
point in a particular way ■ Lights were directed [=aimed] to¬ 
ward the paintings on the wall. ■ Be sure that the water noz¬ 
zle is directed downward. ■ The sloping ground helps direct 
water away from the home. 

2 [+ obj] a : to cause (someone’s attention, thoughts, emo¬ 
tions, etc.) to relate to a particular person, thing, goal, etc. ■ 
Let me direct your attention to the book's second chapter. ■ 
We were asked to direct our thoughts and prayers to the peo¬ 
ple who survived the disaster. ■ The students directed their 
efforts/energies/talents toward improving their community. 

■ He directed [=aimed] much of his anger at his coworkers. ■ 
A lot of the criticism has been directed toward the concert's 
organizers, b : to say (something) to a particular person or 
group ■ I’d like to direct [= address] my opening comments to 
the younger members of the audience. 

3 [+ obj] : to guide, control, or manage (someone or some¬ 
thing) ■ She's been chosen to direct [=handle] the project. ■ 
He is responsible for directing the activities of the sales team. 

■ In my current position, I direct a staff of over 200 employ¬ 
ees. ■ We need someone to direct traffic. 

4 : to lead a group of people in performing or filming (a 
movie, play, etc.) [+ obj] They're still looking for someone to 
direct the show. • She has directed over 20 films in her career. 

■ The play was poorly directed, [no obj] She enjoys both act¬ 
ing and directing. • I think I’d like to direct some day. 

5 [+ obj ]: to show or tell (someone) how to go to a place : to 
give (someone) directions ■ The signs directed [=guided] us to 
the museum. ■ Could you please direct me to the office? 
[=please tell me where the office is] 

6 [+ obj] somewhat formal a : to ask or tell (a person or 
group) to do something ■ He directed [instructed, ordered] 
the workers to stop what they were doing. ■ The judge direct¬ 
ed the jury to disregard several of the attorney’s comments. ■ 
The resolution directed the commission to prepare proposals, 
b : to order (something) to be done — + that - His will direct¬ 
ed that the money be used to support local schools. 

7 [+ obj]: to send (a letter, note, etc.) to a specified person or 
place ■ Please direct [=address. send] your letters to my office. 

■ The letter was directed to the company’s president. 

2 direct adj 

1 [more most ~] : going the shortest distance from one 
place to another : going straight without turning or stopping 

■ I found a more direct route to the city. ■ We’ll be taking a di¬ 
rect [-nonstop] flight from New York to Los Angeles. • That 
way is more direct. — opposite indirect 


2 always used before a noun [more most —] : coming 
straight from a source ■ Keep these plants out of direct sun¬ 
light. ■ The coastline was exposed to the direct force of the 
hurricane. — opposite indirect 

3 always used before a noun [more most ~] : coming 
straight from a cause or reason : connected or related to 
something in a clear way ■ These problems are a direct result 
of poor planning. [=poor planning was the cause of these 
problems] ■ The weather had a direct effect/impact on our 
plans. ■ There’s a direct connection between the two events. ■ 
The investigation began in direct response to the newspaper 
story. — opposite INDIRECT 

4 always used before a noun [more most ~] : having no 
people or things in between that could have an effect • His 
position gives him direct access to the president. [=he can 
talk to the president face-to-face] ■ This is a direct order from 
the General. • The board of directors has direct control of the 
company’s future. • Her theory was based on direct observa¬ 
tion. ■ There’s no direct evidence to support his claims. ■ di¬ 
rect knowledge/experience — opposite INDIRECT 

5 always used before a noun : related in a line from your par¬ 
ent, grandparent, great-grandparent, etc. ■ She’s my direct 
ancestor. ■ a direct descendant of Genghis Khan 

6 always used before a noun : perfect or exact ■ The word has 
no direct translation in English. ■ The building took a direct 
hit from an enemy plane. 

7 [more most ~] a : said or done in a clear and honest 
way : sincere and straightforward ■ We need a direct answer. 
Are you coming or not? • The candidate made a direct appeal 
to the voters, b : speaking in a clear and honest way • I wish 
you would be more direct. • She has a very direct way of deal¬ 
ing with customers. — opposite INDIRECT 

8 always used before a noun, grammar : consisting of the ex¬ 
act words of a speaker or writer • She used several direct 
quotations from the artist in her article. — opposite indi¬ 
rect 

— di-rect-ness /da'rektnas/ noun [noncount] • the direct¬ 
ness of the route/connection ■ He answered their questions 
with honesty and directness. 

3 direct adv : in a direct way: such as a : in a straight line 
without turning or stopping ■ We flew direct [=straight. non¬ 
stop] from Chicago to Paris, b : straight from a source with 
nothing and nobody in between ■ The company sells its prod¬ 
uct direct [=directly] to customers on the streets. • It costs less 
if you buy it direct from the manufacturer, 
direct current noun [noncount] : an electric current that is 
flowing in one direction only — abbr. DC\ compare alter¬ 
nating current 

direct debit noun, pi ~ -its [count, noncount] chiefly Brit : a 
way of paying bills by allowing people or companies to take 
money directly from your bank account on a particular day • 
paying your bills by direct debit 
direct deposit noun [noncount] US : a way of paying 
someone so that the money is sent directly into the person’s 
bank account without the use of checks or cash • Our em¬ 
ployees are paid by direct deposit. 
di-rec-tion /da'rek/an/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : the course or path on which something is moving 
or pointing ■ The army attacked from three different direc¬ 
tions. • Down the road, he could see a bus coming from the 
opposite direction. ■ The wind changed direction and started 
blowing in our faces. ■ I've got a bad sense of direction. [=1 
become lost frequently; I often don't know which way to go] 

— often used after in ■ She and I were walking in the same 
direction. • You’re headed in the wrong direction. • The top of 
the hill provides a view in all directions. • The car was last 
seen headed in the direction of[=towards] the stadium. ■ She 
started walking in my direction. [=toward me] 

2 directions [plural] a : a statement that tells a person 
what to do and how to do it: an order or instruction ■ Care¬ 
fully read the directions before you begin the test. ■ Direc¬ 
tions appear on the package. ■ You have to learn to follow di¬ 
rections. [-do what you are told or are instructed to do] b 
: instructions that tell you how to go to a place ■ We had to 
stop to ask for directions to the beach. ■ Excuse me. Could 
you please give me directions to the movie theater? 

3 [noncount] a : control or management of someone or 
something ■ He was put in charge and given overall direction 
of the program. ■ Twenty-three employees work under her 
direction. • Several nurses working under the direction of this 
doctor have made complaints, b : the act or process of di¬ 
recting a play, movie, television show, or musical perfor- 
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mance ■ The play's unusual direction demanded much from 
the actors. 

4 a [count] : the way that something is progressing or devel¬ 
oping • These discoveries have given a new direction to their 
research. ■ Our business is expanding in all directions. • He 
hasn’t yet decided what direction he should take as a writer. 
[=hasn't decided exactly what he should try to do as a writer) 
b [ noncount ] : a goal or purpose that guides your actions or 
decisions ■ Her life seemed to lack direction after she left 
school. 

— di-rec-tion-less adj ■ a talented but directionless musi¬ 
cian 

di*rec*tion-al /da'rekjanl/ adj 

1 : relating to or showing direction ■ We work with maps to 
improve the students’ directional skills. • directional stability 
• the directional signal lights on an automobile 

2 technical : used for receiving sounds, radio signals, etc., 
that are coming from a particular direction ■ a directional 
microphone ■ The radio has a directional antenna. 

di-rec-tive /da’rektiv/ noun, pi -tives [count] formal : an 
official order or instruction ■ They received a written direc¬ 
tive instructing them to develop new security measures. • a 
presidential directive 
1 di«rect»ly /da’rcktli/ adv 

1 [more most ~] : in a direct way ■ He refused to answer 
the question directly. • She said that she wanted to speak to 
you directly. ■ The package will be sent directly to your home. 
■ The two accidents are directly related. ■ Thousands of peo¬ 
ple were directly affected by the disaster. ■ Antonyms are 
words that are directly opposite in meaning. 

2 : in a straight or direct line from a particular position • We 
parked directly behind the store. ■ He sat directly across from 
me at the dinner table. ■ Their house is directly ahead. = It’s 
directly in front of us. 

3 : without delay ■ The second game followed directly [im¬ 
mediately] after the first. 

4 somewhat old-fashioned : in a little while ■ We’ll be leaving 
directly. [=soon. shortly] 

2 directly COW, Brit : immediately after : as soon as ■ I came 
directly I received your message, 
directly proportional adj : related so that one becomes 
larger or smaller when the other becomes larger or smaller ■ 
His earnings are directly proportional to the number of units 
he sells. — compare inversely proportional 
direct mail noun [noncount] : papers containing advertise¬ 
ments that are mailed directly to people’s homes 
direct marketing noun [noncount] : a way of selling things 
by calling people on the telephone or mailing them adver¬ 
tisements or catalogs 

direct object noun, pi ~ -jects [count] grammar : a noun, 
pronoun, or noun phrase which indicates the person or thing 
that receives the action of a verb ■ “Me” in “He likes me" is a 
direct object. ■ In the sentence “They built a house for her," 
the direct object is “house" and the indirect object is “her." 

— compare indirect object 
di«rec«tor /da'rckW noun, pi -tors [count] 

1 : a person who manages an organized group of people or a 
part of an organization (such as a school or business) ■ the 
choir director ■ The company will hire a new director of mar¬ 
keting. ■ She’s the director of graduate studies at the universi¬ 
ty. ■ the school’s athletic director — see also funeral di¬ 
rector 

2 : one of a group of managers who control a company or 
corporation ■ executive/deputy/associate directors ■ She's on 
the board of directors [=a group of people who make deci¬ 
sions] for a large corporation. — see also managing direc¬ 
tor 

3 : a person who directs a play, movie, etc. ■ She’s considered 
one of the best young directors in Hollywood. ■ a movie/film/ 
theater director 

di*rec-tor-ate /da'rcktarat/ noun, pi -ates [count] 

1 : a group of managers who control a company or corpora¬ 
tion : a board of directors ■ the corporation’s eight-member 
directorate 

2 : a group of people who are in charge of a program or de¬ 
partment ■ the government’s agricultural directorate 

di*reC-tO-ri-al /dajrck'torijal/ adj • of or relating to a direc¬ 
tor and especially to the director of a play, movie, etc. • her 
directorial style A movie director’s first film is often called 
a directorial debut. ■ He made his directorial debut with a film 
that he also wrote and produced. 
di*reC*tor-Ship /da'rcktayfip/ noun, pi -ships 


1 [count] : a position as a director of a company or corpora¬ 
tion »He holds directorships at several banks. 

2 [noncount] : the time when a person holds the position of 
director ■ The museum has flourished under her directorship. 

di-rec-to-ry /da'rcktsri/ noun, pi -ries [count] : a book that 
contains an alphabetical list of names of people, businesses, 
etc.; especially : phone book 

directory assistance noun [noncount] US : a service that 
people can call to get the telephone number for a person or 
organization : information — called also (Brit) directory 
enquiries 

dirge /’da'cfc/ noun, pi dirg-es [count] : a slow song that ex¬ 
presses sadness or sorrow ■ a funeral dirge 
dirt noun [noncount] 

1 : loose earth or soil ■ Pack dirt loosely around the base of 
the plant. ■ mounds/piles of dirt 

2 : a substance (such as mud or dust) that makes things un¬ 
clean ■ You’ve got some dirt on your face. ■ Their shoes were 
covered with dirt. ■ No amount of cleaning will get rid of all 
this dirt. 

3 informal : a person or thing that has no value ■ He treated 
me like dirt. [=he treated me very badly] 

4 informal : information about someone that could harm 
the person’s reputation ■ She’s been spreading dirt I=gass/p] 
about her ex-husband. ■❖■To dig up (the ) dirt on someone is 
to find out information that is harmful to that person’s repu¬ 
tation. • He’s been digging up dirt on his political rivals. To 
dish (the) dirt is to spread harmful gossip or information. ■ 
He seems to have written his memoirs mainly so that he can 
dish the dirt on all his former lovers. 

hit the dirt see ’hit 

in the dirt In baseball, a pitch is in the dirt when it hits the 
ground near home plate before reaching the catcher. ■ He 
swung and missed at a curveball in the dirt. 

— see also pay dirt 

dirt-bag /'d^t.bacg/ noun, pi -bags [count] chiefly US, infor¬ 
mal : a very bad and unpleasant person ■ a sleazy dirtbag 
dirt bike noun, pi ~ bikes [count] : a small motorcycle that 
is designed to be used on rough surfaces 
dirt cheap adj, informal : very cheap or inexpensive ■ The 
tickets were dirt cheap. • dirt cheap prices 

— dirt cheap adv ■ I can get you a stereo system dirt cheap. 
dirt farmer noun, pi ~ -ers [count] US, informal : a poor 

farmer who lives by farming the land usually without the 
help of paid workers 

dirt floor noun, pi ~ floors [count] : a floor with a hard dirt 
surface 

dirt—poor /'d^'puiy/ adj, informal : very poor : suffering 
extreme poverty ■ When I was growing up, my family was 
dirt-poor. 

dirt road noun, pi ~ roads [count] : a road with a hard dirt 
surface : an unpaved road 
1 dirty /• da-ti/ adj dirt-i-er; -est 

1 : not clean ■ All my socks are dirty. ■ Try not to get your 
clothes dirty. • dirty dishes ■ I can't breathe this dirty city air. ■ 
The baby has a dirty diaper. 

2 a : indecent and offensive • dirty language — see also 
dirty word b : relating to sex in an indecent or offensive 
way ■ dirty [=pornographic] movies/magazines/pictures ■ I 
hate listening to his dirty jokes. ■ He has a dirty mind. [=he of¬ 
ten thinks about sex] — see also dirty old man 

3 : not fair or honest ■ He has a reputation as a dirty player. 
[=he cheats; he tries to hurt his opponents] ■ a criminal’s dirty 
money [=money earned in an illegal activity] ■ That was a 
dirty trick). [=an unkind thing to do] 

4 a : very bad : deserving to be hated or regretted ■ War is a 
dirty business. ■ It’s a dirty shame that nobody tried to help 
him. ■ That’s a dirty lie! ■ He’s a dirty liar! b : likely to cause 
shame or disgrace ■ That’s the dirty [=. shameful] little secret 
that the industry doesn’t want you to know. 

5 : difficult or unpleasant ■ Why do I always get stuck doing 
the dirty work? ■ It’s a dirty job, but somebody’s got to do it. 

To get your hands dirty is to do difficult and often un¬ 
pleasant work. ■ Our boss isn’t afraid to get her hands dirty 
and help us finish the work on time. 

6 : showing dislike or anger ■ She gave me a dirty look. 

7 : not clear or bright in color ■ a. dirty [=dull] red — see also 
dirty blond at ’blond 

— dirt-i-ness noun [noncount] • the dirtiness of the house 
2 dirty verb dirt-ies; dirt-ied; dirty-ing 1+ obj] : to make 

(something) dirty ■ Take off your shoes to keep from dirtying 
the floor. ■ Her fingers were dirtied with ink. ■ The baby just 
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dirtied I- soiled] her diaper. ■ The river was dirtied [= polluted] 
with industrial waste. 

3 dirty adv 

1 : in an unfair or dishonest way ■ Watch out for her. She 
plays dirty. ■ He usually wins because he fights dirty. 

2 : in an indecent or offensive way • talking dirty 

dirty bomb noun, pi ~ bombs [count] : a bomb that is de¬ 
signed to spread a large amount of radioactive material 
dirty laundry noun [noncount] : private information that 
causes shame and embarrassment when it is made public ■ 
The company is trying to keep its dirty laundry from being 
aired/washed in public. ■ Let’s not air our dirty laundry [=dis- 
cuss our problems, make our problems known] in public. — 
called also dirty linen 

dirty Old man noun, pi ~ men [count] disapproving : an 
old man who is too interested in sex 
dirty tricks noun [plural] : secret and dishonest activities 
that are done to ruin someone’s or something’s chance of 
success ■ political dirty tricks 
dirty word noun, pi ~ words 

1 [count]: an offensive word ■ The movie is just a lot of sex, 
violence, and dirty words. 

2 [singular] : a word, subject, or idea that is disliked by some 
people ■ They regard “taxes” as a dirty word. • Politics is a 
dirty word [=they don’t talk about politics] in their home. ■ 
The way he acts, you’d think compassion was a dirty word. 

dis also diss /'dis/ verb dis-ses; dissed; disusing [+ obj] 
US slang 

1 : to treat (someone) with disrespect: to be rude to (some¬ 
one) ■ He got dissed [=insulted] by the other guys on the 
team. 

2 : to criticize (something) in a way that shows disrespect ■ 
Don’t dis my car. 

— dis also diss noun, pi disses [count] ■ It’s not a dis. [=not 
an insult] 

dis- prefix 

1 in verbs : to do the opposite of ■ disagree ■ disappear ■ dis¬ 
approve 

2 in nouns : opposite or absence of ■ <iwbelief ■ discomfort ■ 
dishonor 

3 in adjectives : not ■ disagreeable ■ disconnected ■ disinter¬ 
ested 

dis-abil'i-ty Adiss'bilsti/ noun,pi -ties 

1 [count] : a condition (such as an illness or an injury) that 
damages or limits a person’s physical or mental abilities ■ She 
has learned to keep a positive attitude about her disability. • 
disabilities such as blindness and deafness ■ a program for 
children with disabilities — see also learning disability 

2 [noncount] : the condition of being unable to do things in 
the normal way : the condition of being disabled ■ It’s a seri¬ 
ous disease that can cause disability or death. 

3 [noncount] US : a program that provides financial support 
to a disabled person ■ After he injured his back he had to 
quit his job and go on disability. 

dis-able /dis'eibsl/ verb -ables; -abled; -abfing [+obj] 

1 : to cause (something) to be unable to work in the normal 
way ■ disable a bomb ■ disable an alarm ■ disable a computer 
program 

2 : to make (someone) unable to do something (such as use 
part of the body) in the usual way — often used as (be) dis¬ 
abled ■ He was disabled by the accident. 

— dis*able*ment /dis'eibslmsnt/ noun [noncount] 
— disabling adj ■ He suffered a disabling illness when he 
was in college. ■ a disabling injury/condition ■ The patient 
was experiencing severe, disabling pain. 

disabled adj [more most ~]: having a physical or mental 
disability : unable to perform one or more natural activities 
(such as walking or seeing) because of illness, injury, etc. ■ 
The organization is working to protect the rights of disabled 
veterans. ■ special classes for learning disabled children [=for 
children who have a learning disability] 
the disabled: people who are disabled : people who have a 
disability ■ She’s always been an effective spokesperson for 
the disabled. 
disabled list noun 

the disabled list US, sports : a list of players on a team 
(such as a baseball team) who are unable to play because 
of injury or illness ■ The team has had to place several key 
players on the disabled list. — abbr. DL 
dis-abuse /.diss'bju.z/ verb -abuses; -abused; -abus¬ 
ing [+ obj] formal: to show or convince (someone) that a be¬ 
lief is incorrect — + of' He offered to disabuse us of what he 


called our “cherished myths.” ■ Anyone expecting a roman¬ 
tic story will be quickly disabused of that notion by the open¬ 
ing chapter. 

dis-ad-van-tage Adissd'vsentids/now/j,/?/ -tag*es 

1 [count] a : something that causes difficulty : something 
that makes someone or something worse or less likely to suc¬ 
ceed than others ■ This program has the disadvantage 
[shortcoming] of being more expensive than the others. ■ 
She had the disadvantage of growing up in a poor communi¬ 
ty. ■ He felt that his lack of formal education put/placed him 
at a disadvantage [=made it harder for him to succeed] in the 
business world. • They argued that the new regulations 
would place their company at a competitive disadvantage in 
the marketplace, b : a bad or undesirable quality or feature 
■ There are advantages and disadvantages to the new system. 

2 [noncount] : loss, damage, or harm ■ The deal worked fo 
our disadvantage. [=the deal was harmful to us in some way] 
-opposite ADVANTAGE 

dis*ad*van*taged Adissd'vjenticfed/ adj [more most — ] 

: lacking the things (such as money and education) that are 
considered necessary for an equal position in society ■ The 
program provides aid for economically disadvantaged 
groups/communities. ■ disadvantaged [= underprivileged] chil¬ 
dren 

the disadvantaged : disadvantaged people ■ protecting the 
rights of the disadvantaged 

dis-ad*Van*ta*geous /dis.sed^sen'teicfcss/ adj [more 
most —] formal : making it harder for a person to succeed or 
to do something : causing someone to have a disadvantage ■ 
They might have to resell the property at a disadvantageous 
time. ■ Minority groups find themselves in a disadvantageous 
position. ■ The current system is disadvantageous to women. 

— opposite ADVANTAGEOUS 

— dis-ad-van-ta-geous-ly adv [more most ~] 
dis-af-fected Adiss'fektsd/ adj [more most ~] formal 

: no longer happy and willing to support a leader, govern¬ 
ment, etc. ■ bored and disaffected youth ■ The troops had be¬ 
come disaffected. ■ Both political parties are looking for ways 
to regain the trust of disaffected voters. 

— dis-af-fec-tion Adiss'fek/sn/ noun [noncount] ■ There 
was widespread disaffection among the troops. 

disagree /^iss'gri:/ verb -agrees; -agreed; -agree-ing 
[no obj] 

1 : to have a different opinion : to fail to agree ■ I think that 

1 should sell my car, but he disagrees. — often + with ■ I 
strongly disagree with that statement. ■ She disagrees with 
him on almost every subject. — often + on, about, or over ■ 
They disagreed about the price. • We disagree on the best way 
to raise the money. ■ We found ourselves disagreeing over the 
meaning of the poem. 

2 : to be different ■ The two descriptions disagree. [=they do 
not match] — often + with • Her story disagrees with the facts 
of the case. 

3 ; to not be suitable for or pleasing to someone — + with • 
Fried foods disagree with me. [=make me feel unwell] 
agree to disagree see agree 

dis*agree*able Adiss'gri.jsbsl/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not pleasing : unpleasant or offensive • The medicine had 
a disagreeable taste. • the disagreeable odor of the garbage ■ 
Some of her duties are very disagreeable (to her). 

2 of a person : difficult to deal with : easily angered or an¬ 
noyed ■ His health problems made him surly and disagree¬ 
able. [=irritable, querulous] ■ I’ve never known her to be so 
disagreeable. — opposite agreeable 

— dis*agree*ably ^diss'grr.jsbli/ adv ■ a disagreeably bitter 
taste 

dis*agree«ment Adisa'grkmant/ noun, pi -merits 

1 a (noncount] : failure to agree ■ There’s been a lot of dis¬ 
agreement about/on/over how best to spend the money. • He 
has expressed disagreement |=he has said that he disagrees] 
with some aspects of the proposal, b [count] : a difference 
of opinion : an argument caused by people having different 
opinions about something » We’ve had a number of serious 
disagreements [^disputes, arguments] over the years. ■ Several 
disagreements have yet to be resolved. 

2 [noncount]: the state of being different or unalike ■ There’s 
considerable disagreement between the descriptions given by 
the two witnesses. [=the two descriptions do not agree/ 
match] 

dis-aMow /.diss'lau/ verb -lows; -lowed; -low-ing [+ obj] 
: to refuse to allow (something) : to officially decide that 
(something) is not acceptable or valid ■ The court disallowed 
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[=rejected\ their claim. ■ The touchdown was disallowed be¬ 
cause of a penalty. 

— dis-al-low-ance ^disa'lawans/ noun [noncount] ■ disal¬ 
lowance [= rejection ] of the tax deductions 

dis»ap*pear /.disa'pia-/ verb -pears; -peared; -pear-ing 

[no oM] 

1 : to stop being visible : to pass out of sight • The moon dis¬ 
appeared [=vanished] behind a cloud. ■ The two men disap¬ 
peared around the comer. 

2 a : to stop existing : to die or go away completely ■ The di¬ 
nosaurs disappeared millions of years ago. ■ Their original 
enthusiasm has all but disappeared. [= vanished] ■ These prob¬ 
lems won’t just disappear by themselves, b : to become lost 
: to go to a place that is not known • My car keys have disap¬ 
peared again. [=1 can’t find them] • He disappeared without a 
trace two years ago. ■ The speaker suddenly disappeared just 
before the beginning of the ceremony. 

— dis-ap-pear-ance /.disa'pirans/ noun, pi -anc«es [non¬ 
count] We're witnessing the gradual disappearance of an 
old way of life, [count] Police are investigating several 
mysterious disappearances. 

dis«ap»pOint /,dis3'point/ verb -points; -pointed; 
-pointing : to make (someone) unhappy by not being as 
good as expected or by not doing something that was hoped 
for or expected [+ obj] The team disappointed its fans. ■ The 
show may disappoint some viewers, [no obj] The novel dis¬ 
appoints by being predictable and overly long. 

— dis-ap-point-ing Adiss'pointii]/ adj [more most ~] ■ 
Dinner was disappointing. ■ The team had a very disap¬ 
pointing season. — dis*ap«point»ing*ly /,dis3'pointigli/ 
adv ■ a disappointingly poor performance 

diS*ap-point-ed /,dis3'point3d j adj [more most ~] 

1 : feeling sad, unhappy, or displeased because something 
was not as good as expected or because something you 
hoped for or expected did not happen ■ We were disappoint¬ 
ed that they couldn’t go. • Disappointed fans slowly left the 
ballpark. ■ I was disappointed to see that my suggestions had 
been ignored. ■ They were deeply disappointed by her lack of 
interest. ■ Don’t be too disappointed if everything doesn’t go 
as planned. 

2 : unhappy because someone has behaved badly ■ Your fa¬ 
ther and I are very disappointed in/with you. 

dis»ap«point-ment ^disa'pointmsnt/ noun, pi -merits 

1 [noncount] : the state or feeling of being disappointed ■ She 
couldn’t hide her disappointment. • To our disappointment , 
the game was rained out. [=we were disappointed that the 
game was rained out] 

2 [count]: someone or something that disappoints people : a 
disappointing person or thing • The play was a (big) disap¬ 
pointment. [=it was very disappointing] ■ He’s a disappoint¬ 
ment to his parents. 

dis*ap*prO*ba*tion /disiseprs'beifsn/ noun [noncount]for¬ 
mal : disapproval ■ the constant disapprobation of critics 
diS*ap«prov»al /idisa'pruivol/ noun [noncount] : lack of ap¬ 
proval : the belief that someone or something is bad or 
wrong ■ The plan met with disapproval, [opposition] ■ I 
could sense her disapproval. ■ They made their disapproval of 
our behavior very clear. — opposite approval 
dis»ap»prove /.disa'pruiv/ verb -proves; -proved; -prov¬ 
ing 

1 : to believe that someone or something is bad or wrong 
: to not approve of someone or something [no obj] She mar¬ 
ried him even though her parents disapproved. — often + of' 
She disapproves of smoking. ■ Some people may disapprove of 
the government’s actions. ■ I disapproved of [=1 disagreed 
with] their decision, but I said nothing against it. [+ obj] The 
word “ain’t” is disapproved [=criticized] by most teachers. 

2 [+ obj] : to officially refuse to approve or accept (some¬ 
thing) • They disapproved [= rejected] the architect’s plans. ■ 
The treaty was disapproved by the Senate. — opposite ap¬ 
prove 

— dis-ap-prov-ing adj [more most ~] ■ She gave him a 
disapproving look. ■ a disapproving frown ■ He felt uncom¬ 
fortable in the presence of his disapproving parents. — dis- 
ap-prov-ing-ly adv ■ She shook her head disapprovingly. 

dis*arm /dis'dam/ verb -arms; -armed; -arming 

1 a [+ obj ]: to take weapons from (someone or something) ■ 
disarm a prisoner ■ The government has been unsuccessful at 
disarming the rebels, b [no obj] : to give up weapons ■ The 
terrorists have refused to disarm. — opposite arm 

2 [+ obj] : to make (a bomb, mine, etc.) harmless ■ It took 
more than an hour to disarm the bomb. — opposite arm 


3 [+ obj] : to make (someone) friendly or less suspicious ■ He 
has a way of disarming [= winning over] his critics by flatter¬ 
ing them. ■ We were disarmed [=charmed, captivated] by her 
sense of humor. 

dis«ar-ma-ment /dis'aamsmant/ noun [noncount] : the 
process of reducing the number of weapons controlled by a 
country’s military • nuclear disarmament — opposite arma¬ 
ment 

disarming adj [more most ~] : tending to remove any 
feelings of unfriendliness or distrust ■ We were all charmed 
by his disarming openness and modesty. ■ a disarming smile 

— dis-arm-ing-ly adv ■ Her answers were disarmingly ^sur¬ 
prisingly] honest. 

dis*ar*range ^disa'reincfc/ verb -rang*es; -ranged; 
-rang-ing [+ obj] formal : to make (something) messy or un¬ 
tidy • The wind disarranged my hair. ■ His bed was disar¬ 
ranged and clothes were strewn on the floor. 
dis*ar*ray /jdisa'rei/ noun [noncount] : a lack of order : a 
confused or messy condition ■ The room was in disarray. ■ 
The company has fallen into complete/total disarray. 
dis-as*sem-ble Adiss'sembal/ verb -sem-bfes; -sem- 
bled; -sem-bling 

1 [+ obj] : to disconnect the pieces of (something) ■ disassem¬ 
ble [=take apart] an engine 

2 [no obj]: to come apart into smaller pieces ■ The bookshelf 
disassembles for easy storage. 

— dis-as-sem-bly /,dis3'sembli/ noun [noncount] 

diS«as*SO*Ci*ate Adisa'sous^eit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at- 

ing [+ obj] : dissociate 

di»sas»ter /di'zaestas Brit di'za.sta/ noun, pi -ters 

1 [count] : something (such as a flood, tornado, fire, plane 
crash, etc.) that happens suddenly and causes much suffer¬ 
ing or loss to many people ■ The program examined several 
bridge failures and other engineering disasters. ■ a nuclear di¬ 
saster ■ The earthquake was one of the worst natural disas¬ 
ters [=a disaster caused by natural forces] of this century. ■ 
The state is asking for federal disaster relief. [=money to 
help rebuild an area after a disaster] 

2 a : something that has a very bad effect or result [count] 
The new regulations could be a disaster for smaller business¬ 
es. ■ Opponents say the government’s policy is a disaster 
waiting to happen, [^something that will probably have a 
very bad or tragic result] [noncount] They’re trying to find a 
way to avoid disaster. ■ They narrowly escaped disaster. ■ The 
new regulations could spell disaster [=result in serious prob¬ 
lems] for smaller businesses. ■ The government’s policy is a 
recipe for disaster. = The government is flirting with disaster 
by pursuing this policy. ■ When disaster strikes, [=when 
something very bad happens] we will be prepared, b [count] 
: a complete or terrible failure ■ economic/financial disasters 
• The dinner party was a complete disaster. 

disaster area noun, pi ~ areas [count] 

1 : an area where there has been a major disaster (such as a 
flood, tornado, or earthquake) and where people can receive 
special help from the government (such as money to rebuild 
homes or emergency supplies) ■ After the hurricane, the 
state was declared a disaster area. 

2 informal : a place that is very messy or dirty ■ His office is a 
disaster area. How can he find anything in all this clutter? 

di-sas-trous /di'zasstras, Brit di'zaistras/ adj [more most 
~] 

1 : causing great suffering or loss ■ Half the city was de¬ 
stroyed by a disastrous fire. 

2 : very bad or unfortunate • The bad weather could have a 
disastrous effect on the area's tourism industry. ■ His failure 
to back up the computer files had disastrous consequences. ■ 
The strike was economically disastrous. 

— di-sas*trous*ly adv ■ a disastrously bad choice/idea 
dis-avow Adisa'vau/ verb -avows; -avowed; -avow-ing 

[+ obj] formal : to say that you are not responsible for (some¬ 
thing) : to deny that you know about or are involved in 
(something) ■ He disavowed the actions of his subordinates. ■ 
She now seems to be trying to disavow her earlier statements. 

— dis-avow-al /^isa'vawal/ noun, pi -als [count, noncount] 
dis*band /dis'bamd/ verb -bands; -band-ed; -bandying 

: to end an organization or group (such as a club) [+ obj] 
They’ve decided to disband the club, [no obj] The members 
of the organization have decided to disband. 

— dis-band-ment /dis'bsendmant/ noun [noncount] 
dis-bar /dis'baa 1 / verb -bars; -barred; -bar-ring [+ obj] : to 

take away the right of (a lawyer) to work in the legal profes- 
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sion — often used as (be) disbarred • She was disbarred for 
unethical practices. 

— dis-bar-ment /dis'baamant/ noun [noncount] ■ The 
charges could lead to his disbarment. 

dis*be*lief /,disb3'li:f/ noun [noncount] : a feeling that you 
do not or cannot believe or accept that something is true or 
real ■ The initial reports were met with widespread disbelief. 
[=many people did not believe the reports] ■ She stared at 
him in utter disbelief. ■ If you want to enjoy this story, you 
have to suspend your disbelief. [=allow yourself to believe 
things that cannot be true] — compare unbelief 
dis-be-lieve /.disba'li-.v/ verb -lieves; -lieved; -liev-ing 
formal: to not believe (someone or something) [+ obf] Sev¬ 
eral jurors disbelieved the witness’s testimony, [no obf] — + 
in • She disbelieves in the value of exercise. 

— disbelieving adj ■ The announcement was met with 
shocked and disbelieving silence. — dis-be-liev-er noun, 
pi -ers [count] 

dis-burse /dis'ba-s/ verb -burses; -bursed; -bursting [+ 

obf] formal : to pay out (money) from a fund that has been 
created for a special purpose ■ The money will be disbursed 
on the basis of need. • The government has disbursed mil¬ 
lions of dollars in foreign aid. 

— dis-burse-ment /dis'ba'smant/ noun, pi -ments [non¬ 
count] disbursement of government funds [count] The 
company has made large disbursements for research. 

disc or disk /'disk/ noun, pi discs or disks [count] 

1 : a flat, thin, round object ■ a plastic disc • a cracker topped 
with a thin disk of sausage 

2 disk : a flat, thin, round object that is used to store large 
amounts of information (such as computer data) ■ Insert the 
disk into the CD drive. ■ There isn’t much disk space [=room 
for storage on a computer disk] left. — see also disk drive, 
FLOPPY DISK, HARD DISK, OPTICAL DISK 

3 disc a : CD ■ I don’t have that recording on vinyl, but I 
have it on disc, b old-fashioned : 'record 4 —see also 

DISC JOCKEY 

4 medical : one of the flat, rubbery pieces that separate the 
bones of the backbone — called also intervertebral disc ; see 
also SLIPPED DISC 

^is-card /di'skaa-d/ verb -cards; -card-ed; -card-ing [+ 

obf] 

1 : to throw (something) away because it is useless or un¬ 
wanted ■ Remove and discard the stems. ■ a pile of discarded 
tires — often used figuratively ■ Many of his original theories 
have been discarded [-rejected] in recent years. 

2 : to remove (a playing card) from your hand in a card 
game ■ She discarded the six of hearts. 

2 dlS*card /'diSjkaa-d/ noun, pi -cards [count] : something 
(such as a playing card) that has been discarded 
disc brake noun, pi ~ brakes [count] : a brake that works 
by two plates pressing against the sides of a disc that is con¬ 
nected to the center of a wheel 
dis-cern /di'sam/ verb -cerns; -cerned; -cern-ing [+ obf] 

1 : to see, hear, or notice (something) with difficulty or ef¬ 
fort ■ We could just discern [^distinguish, make out] the ship 
through the fog. 

2 : to come to know, recognize, or understand (something) ■ 
The reasons behind this sudden change are difficult to dis¬ 
cern. ■ The purpose of the study is to discern [-identify] pat¬ 
terns of criminal behavior. ■ unable to discern [-distinguish] 
right from wrong 

— dis-cern-ible /di'samabal/a*# [more most ~] ■ There is 
no discernible difference between the original and the 
copy. — dis-cern-ibly /di'sansbli/ adv [more most —] ■ 
The original and copy aren’t discemibly different. 

discerning adj [more most —] : able to see and under¬ 
stand people, things, or situations clearly and intelligently ■ a 
discerning critic ■ She has a discerning eye for good art. 

— dis-cern-ing-ly adv 

dis-cern-ment /di'sammant/ noun [noncount] : the ability 
to see and understand people, things, or stituations clearly 
and intelligently ■ His lack of discernment led to his disas¬ 
trous choice of business partners. 

1 dis-charge /dis'tfa<K&/ verb -charg-es; -charged; 
-charging 

1 [+ obf] : to allow (someone) to leave a hospital, prison, etc. 

■ She’s due to be dischatged from the hospital on Wednesday. 

■ Discharge the prisoners. 

2 [+ obf] a : to take away the job of (someone) : to end the 
employment of (someone) ■ The company illegally dis¬ 
charged [-fired] several union organizers. ■ We had to dis¬ 


charge several employees last week, b : to end the service 
of (someone) in a formal or official way • Thousands of sol¬ 
diers were discharged after the war. : to release (someone) 
from duty ■ The judge discharged the jury. 

3 : to shoot or fire (a weapon) [+ obf] The ship discharged 
missiles against enemy targets. ■ discharging a firearm [no 
obf] The gun failed to discharge. 

4 [+ obf] : to allow (someone) to get out of a vehicle ■ The 
bus had stopped to discharge [-let off] passengers. 

5 a : to send out (a liquid, gas, or waste material) [+ obf] 
Smokestacks from the factory discharge [=emit] chemicals 
into the air. • discharging pollution into a lake ■ The wound 
began to discharge pus. [no obf] a river that discharges 
[=flows] into the ocean b : to send out (electricity) [+ obf] 
discharge electricity from a battery [no obf] allowing the 
electricity to discharge safely 

6 [+ obf] formal a ; to do what is required by (something) ■ 
He vowed to faithfully discharge [-fulfill] the duties/respon¬ 
sibilities of his office. ■ discharging an obligation b : to pay 
(a debt) ■ They have failed to discharge their debts. 

2 dis-charge /'disdfaa'cfc/ noun, pi -charg-es 

1 : the release of someone from a hospital, prison, etc. [non¬ 
count] The doctors approved her discharge from the hospital. 
[count] early hospital discharges 

2 a : the act of firing or dismissing someone from a job 
[noncount] Several former employees are suing the company 
for wrongful discharge, [count] a dischatge from employ¬ 
ment b [count] : the act of ending a person’s service to the 
military ■ After his discharge from the military, he went to 
college to become a teacher. -C* A dishonorable discharge is 
given to a soldier who has done something wrong and is 
forced to leave the military. • He was court-martialed for im¬ 
proper conduct and left the navy with a dishonorable dis¬ 
charge. 4- An honorable discharge is given to a soldier who 
has not done anything wrong and is not being forced to 
leave. ■ He went to college after receiving an honorable dis¬ 
charge from the army. 

3 : the act of firing a weapon [noncount] The damage was 
caused by accidental dischatge of a hunting rifle, [count] a 
rapid discharge from a gun 

4 a [count] : a liquid or gas that flows out of something ■ a 
clear dischatge from the nose and eyes ■ nasal discharges b 
[noncount]: the movement of a liquid or gas from something 
■ The factory was charged with the illegal discharge of pollu¬ 
tion into a stream. • the discharge of pus from a wound 

5 [count] : a flow of electricity ■ an electrical dischatge 

6 formal : the act of doing what is required or of paying a 
debt [noncount] the discharge of debts/obligations [count] a 
discharge of debt 

dis-ci-ple /di'saipal/ noun, p/-ci-ples [count] 

1 : someone who accepts and helps to spread the teachings 
of a famous person ■ a disciple of Sigmund Freud 

2 : one of a group of 12 men who were sent out to spread the 
teachings of Jesus Christ : apostle 

— dis-ci-ple-ship /di'saipaljip/ noun [noncount] 
dis-ci-pli-nar-i-an /,dis3pl3*nerij3n/ noun, pi -ans [count] 
: a person who is very strict about punishing bad behavior 
: a person who uses discipline as a way of making sure that 
rules or orders are obeyed ■ The school’s principal is a strict/ 
rigid disciplinatian. 

dis-ci-plin-ary /'dis3pl3,neri, Brit 'disaplanri/ adj : intend¬ 
ed to correct or punish bad behavior : of or relating to disci¬ 
pline • a disciplinary hearing • taking disciplinaty action ■ The 
committee is considering disciplinary measures against him. 
1 dis»Ci-pline /'disaplan/ noun, pi -plines 

1 [noncount] a : control that is gained by requiring that 
rules or orders be obeyed and punishing bad behavior ■ The 
teacher has a hard time maintaining discipline in the class¬ 
room. b : a way of behaving that shows a willingness to 
obey rules or orders • The troops were praised lor their ded¬ 
ication and discipline. C : behavior that is judged by how 
well it follows a set of rules or orders ■ poor discipline ■ main¬ 
taining good discipline d : punishment for bad behavior ■ 
Some parents feel that the school’s principal has been too 
harsh in meting out discipline. 

2 [noncount] : the ability to keep working at something that 
is difficult ■ I tried learning the piano, but I lacked the disci¬ 
pline [-self-discipline] to stick with it. ■ He doesn’t have the 
discipline \=se!f-control] to stay on his diet. 

3 [count]: an activity that is done regularly as a way of train¬ 
ing yourself to do something or to improve your behavior ■ 
Keeping a journal is a good discipline for a writer. 
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4 [count] : a field of study : a subject that is taught ■ She has 
received training in several academic disciplines. 
discipline verb -plines; -plined; -plin-ing [+ obj\ 

1 : to punish (someone) as a way of making sure that rules 
or orders are obeyed ■ She was disciplined for misbehaving in 
class. ■ He seems unwilling or unable to discipline his chil¬ 
dren. * disciplining the troops 

2 : to train (yourself) to do something by controlling your 
behavior ■ I’m trying to discipline myself to eat less. 

— disciplined adj [more most ~] ■ I’m not disciplined 
enough to exercise everyday. ■ We need a more disciplined 
approach if the program is to be successfully implemented. 
■ an orderly and disciplined mind 

disc jockey noun, pi -eys [count] : a person who plays 
popular recorded music on the radio or at a party or night¬ 
club — called also DJ, ( informal ) deejay 
disclaim /dis'kleim/ verb -claims; -claimed; -claim-ing 
[+ obj] formal : to say that you do not have (something, such 
as knowledge, responsibility, etc.) ■ The government dis¬ 
claimed [-disavowed] any knowledge of his activities. • She 
disclaimed [=(less formally) denied] all responsibility for the 
accident. 

dis*claim*er /dis'kleinW noun, pi -ers [count] : a state¬ 
ment that is meant to prevent an incorrect understanding of 
something (such as a book, a movie, or an advertisement) ■ 
The documentary opens with a disclaimer that many of its 
scenes are “fictional re-creations” of real events, 
dis-close /dis'klooz/ verb -clos*es; -closed; -closing [+ 
obj] : to make (something) known to the public ■ He refused 
to disclose the source of his information. ■ The company has 
disclosed that it will be laying off thousands of workers later 
this year. ■ The identity of the victim has not yet been dis¬ 
closed. 

— dis-clos-er noun, pi -ers [count] 
dis*clo*Sure /dis'klot^a 1 / noun, pi -sures 

1 [noncount] : the act of making something known : the act 
of disclosing something • We demand full disclosure of the 
facts. 

2 [count] : something (such as information) that is made 
known or revealed : something that is disclosed ■ This is just 
the latest in a series of shocking disclosures [-revelations] 
about his criminal past. 

diS-CO /'diskoo/ noun . pi -COS 

1 [count] : a nightclub where people dance to recorded pop¬ 
ular music 

2 [noncount] : a type of popular dance music 
dis*COl*or (US) or Brit dis>col*our /dis'kAla 1 / verb -ors; 

-ored; -or-ing : to change in color especially in a bad way 
[no obj] The fabric is guaranteed not to discolor. [+ obj] The 
wine stain discolored the rug. 

— discolored adj [more most ~] ■ badly discolored teeth 
diS*COl*or*a*tion /dis^Ala'rei/an/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : the act of changing color in a bad way • The 
medicine may cause discoloration [=staining] of the teeth. 

2 [count] : a discolored spot or area ■ His shirt has a small 
discoloration [=stain] on the sleeve. 

diS'COm-fit /dis'kAmfat/ verb -fits; -fitted; -fit-ing [+ obj] 
formal : to make (someone) confused or upset — often used 
as (be) discomfited • The governor was clearly discomfited 
[-disconcerted] by the question. 

— discomfiting adj [more most ~] ■ She bears a discom¬ 
fiting resemblance to one of my old teachers. — dis-com- 
fi-ture /dis'kAmfatfay noun [noncount] ■ His discomfiture 
was obvious. 

1 diS a COITI a fort /dis'kAmfa^t/ noun, pi -forts 

1 : an uncomfortable or painful feeling in the body [non¬ 
count] The patient is still experiencing some discomfort, 
[count] the discomforts of pregnancy 

2 [noncount] : a feeling of being somewhat worried, unhap¬ 
py, etc. • These new developments are being watched with 
discomfort by many of our allies. 

2 discomfort verb -forts; -fort«ed; -fort-ing [+ obj] formal 
: to make (someone) uncomfortable, worried, etc. — often 
used as (be) discomforted • Some audience members were dis¬ 
comforted by the graphic violence. 

— discomforting adj [more most ~] ■ discomforting 
questions/thoughts 

dis-con-cert /.diskan'ssrt/ verb -certs; -cert-ed; -cer- 
ting [+ obj] somewhat formal: to make (someone) upset or 
embarrassed a News of his criminal past has disconcerted 
even his admirers. — often used as (be) disconcerted • \ was 
disconcerted by her tone of voice. 


— disconcerted /^iskan'sa-tad/ adj [more most ~j a We 
were very disconcerted to learn that our flight had been 
canceled. — disconcerting /,disk3n's^tir)/ adj [more 
most ~] ■ I found it disconcerting to be left alone in her of¬ 
fice. a He has a disconcerting habit of answering a question 
with another question. — dis-con»cert-ing-ly adv 

dis*Con«nect /.diska'nekt/ verb -nects; -nect-ed; -nect- 
ing [+ obj] 

1 : to separate (something) from something else : to break a 
connection between two or more things a disconnect a hose ■ 
The hose and feucet had been disconnected. — often + from a 
Disconnect the hose from the faucet. 

2 a : to stop or end the supply of electricity, water, gas, etc., 
to (something, such as a piece of electronic equipment) ■ Dis¬ 
connect the old printer and connect the new one. a The alarm 
system had been disconnected, b : to stop or end the supply 
of (electricity, water, gas, etc.) a Before starting, be sure to 
disconnect the power supply. a Our landlord threatened to 
disconnect our electricity. 

3 : to end the connection to a system, network, etc., through 
a telephone, computer, or other device a We were talking on 
the phone but suddenly we got disconnected. • I got discon¬ 
nected when I was surfing the Internet. [=1 lost my Internet 
connection] — opposite connect 

— dis-con-nec-tion /^iska'nekjan/ noun, pi -tions 
[count] telephone disconnections [noncount] disconnection 
from a power source 

disconnected adj 

1 : not connected to something (such as a power source) a 
The phone lines are all disconnected. • a disconnected televi¬ 
sion set 

2 [more most ~] : not having parts joined together in a 
logical way a Her biography reads like a series of disconnect¬ 
ed stories. a a disconnected [incoherent] speech 

— dis-con-nect-ed-ness noun [noncount] 
dis-con-so-late /dis'kainsalat/ adj [more most ~] for¬ 
mal : very unhappy or sad a Campaign workers grew increas¬ 
ingly disconsolate as the results came in. 

— dis-con-so-late-ly adv 

1 diS a COn a tent /,disk3n'tent/ noun [noncount] : a feeling of 
unhappiness or disapproval : a lack of contentment ■ The 
survey indicates public discontent [=dissatisfaction] with the 
current administration. a There was widespread discontent 
[=(less commonly) discontentment] over the court’s ruling. 
-opposite CONTENTMENT 

discontent adj [more most ~] : not pleased or satisfied 
: discontented • Polls show that voters are growing in¬ 
creasingly discontent. 

— dis*con*tent*ment /^iskan'tentmant/ noun [noncount] 
diS a COIl a tent a ed /,disk3n'tentiKl/ adj [more most ~] 

: not happy with your situation, position, etc. : not content¬ 
ed a discontented employees — often + with - She’s been feel¬ 
ing discontented with life in general. 

— dis-corvtent-ed-ly adv 

diS a COri a tin a ue Adiskan'tinju/ verb -tin»ues; -tin-ued; 
-tin-u-ing [+obj] 

1 : to end (something) : stop a He discontinued his visits to 
the psychiatrist. a She chose to discontinue her studies. — of¬ 
ten used as (be) discontinued • The treatment has been dis¬ 
continued. 

2 : to stop making or offering (a product, service, etc.) a The 
company has announced that the current model will be dis¬ 
continued next year. ■ They are planning to discontinue bus 
service between the two towns. 

— discontinued adj • They’re having a sale on discontinued 
models. a a discontinued line of products — dis-con»tin«u- 
a-tion /^iskandinju'eijan/ noun [noncount] • the discon¬ 
tinuation of services 

dis-con-ti-nu-i-ty /dis^ci.nta'nu.wati, Brit dis,knnt3- 
'njurwati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : the quality or state of not being continuous 
: lack of continuity a There is a sense of discontinuity be¬ 
tween the book’s chapters. 

2 [count] : a change or break in a process ■ Some patients 
have experienced delays or discontinuities [=gaps] in their 
care. 

dis-con-tin-u-ous /(diskan'tmjawas/ adj [more most ~] 
: not continuous : having interruptions or gaps ■ discontinu¬ 
ous sleep ■ a discontinuous series of events 
dis-cord /'dis^oa*!/ noun, pi -cords formal 
1 [noncount] : lack of agreement between people, ideas, etc. ■ 
marital discord [=conjlict] • discord between political parties ■ 
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The city has long been known as a scene of racial intolerance 
and discord. 

2 : an unpleasant combination of musical notes [count] The 
song ends on a discord, [noncount] musical discord 
diS*COrd*ant /dis'koadnt/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : harsh or unpleasant in sound * discordant music 

2 : not agreeing : not in harmony ■ She has the difficult task 
of bringing together a number of discordant elements. • dis¬ 
cordant opinions To strike/sound a discordant note means 
to express an opinion that disagrees with what other people 
are saying. ■ Most reviewers loved the show, but one critic 
struck a discordant note , finding it “trite and predictable." 

dis*CO*theque /(diska'tek/ noun, pi -theques [count] 
: disco 1 

1 diS*COUnt /'dis,kaunt/ noun, pi -counts [count] : an 
amount taken off a regular price : a price reduction ■ The 
store offers a two percent discount when customers pay in 
cash. ■ We were able to buy our tickets at a discount. [=for 
less than the usual price] 
discount adj, always used before a noun 

1 : selling goods or services at reduced prices ■ a discount 
store/chain/retailer ■ discount airlines 

2 : offered or sold at a reduced price ■ discount tickets 

3 : cheaper than usual • discount prices/rates 
3 discount verb -counts; -count-ed; -count-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to lower the amount of (a bill, price, etc.) ■ The vaca¬ 
tion plan included a discounted price/rate on our hotel 
room, b : to lower the price of (a product) ■ Car dealers are 
heavily discounting last year’s unsold models. 

2 a : to think of (something) as having little importance or 
value ■ You shouldn’t discount [=minimize ] the importance of 
studying, b : to believe that (something, such as informa¬ 
tion, a rumor, etc.) is not worth serious attention ■ We can’t 
discount [^dismiss, disregard] the possibility that the econo¬ 
my will worsen in the near future. ■ These threats cannot be 
entirely discounted. 

dis-cour-age /di'skaracfe/ verb -ag*es; -aged; -agdng [+ 

obj] 

1 : to make (someone) less determined, hopeful, or confi¬ 
dent *Try not to let losing discourage you. — often used (be/ 
get) discouraged ■ We were discouraged by their lack of en¬ 
thusiasm. ■ Students may get discouraged by activities that 
are too advanced. 

2 a : to make (something) less likely to happen ■ The area’s 
dry climate discourages agriculture. ■ He claims the new reg¬ 
ulations will discourage investment, b : to try to make peo¬ 
ple not want to do (something) ■ The purpose of the law is to 
discourage [-deter] speeding. ■ That type of behavior ought 
to be discouraged. A To discourage (someone) from doing 
(something) is to tell or advise someone not to do something. 
■ His parents discouraged him from watching too much televi¬ 
sion. [=told him he should not watch too much television] ■ 
They discouraged her from going. [=they told her why she 
should not go] — opposite encourage 

— discouraged adj [more most —] ■ The team’s losing 
streak has left many fans feeling hopeless and discouraged. 
[=downhearted , disheartened] 

dis-cour-age-ment /di'skaroctemant/ noun, pi -merits 

1 [noncount] : the act of making something less likely to hap¬ 
pen or of making people less likely to do something ■ the dis¬ 
couragement of drug use among teenagers ‘He joined the 
army despite discouragement from his parents. [=despite be¬ 
ing discouraged from joining by his parents] 

2 [noncount] : a feeling of having lost hope or confidence ■ 
She expressed discouragement over the difficulty of finding a 
good job. ■ The team’s losses have left fans with a feeling of 
discouragement. 

3 [count]: something (such as a failure or difficulty) that dis¬ 
courages someone ■ He says that the tax is a discouragement 
to doing business in this state. ■ Despite the discouragements 
of the past week, we need to continue moving forward. 

discouraging adj [more most ~] : causing loss of hope 
or confidence ■ The team suffered another discouraging loss. 
• The latest test results were very discouraging. — opposite 

ENCOURAGING 

— dis-cour-ag-ing-ly adv • discouragingly expensive 
1 dis-COUrse /'dis.koas/ noun , pi -cours-es formal 

1 [noncount] : the use of words to exchange thoughts and 
ideas ■ It’s a word that doesn’t have much use in ordinary dis¬ 
course. [-conversation] • He likes to engage in lively discourse 
with his visitors. ■ public/political discourse 

2 [count] : a long talk or piece of writing about a subject ■ 


She delivered an entertaining discourse on the current state 
of the film industry. 

z dis*course /di'skoW verb -cours.es; -coursed; 
-cours-ing [no obj] formal: to talk about something espe¬ 
cially for a long time • She could discourse for hours on/ 
about almost any subject. 

dis-cour-te-ous /dis'ka'tijas/ adj [more most ~] formal 
: rude or impolite : not showing good manners ■ The waiter 
was discourteous to me. ■ It was thoughtless and discourteous 
to leave us waiting so long. — opposite courteous 

— dis-cour-te-ous-ly adv ■ They treated us discourteously. 
— dis-cour-te-ous-ness noun [noncount] 

dis-cour-te-sy /dis'ka'tssi/ noun, pi -sies formal 

1 [noncount] : rude or impolite behavior ■ They’ve received 
many complaints about customers being treated with disre¬ 
spect and discourtesy. [= rudeness] 

2 [count]: a rude act ■ His tardiness was just another in a se¬ 
ries of small discourtesies. 

dis»COV«er /di'skAv^/ verb -ers; -ered; -er»ing [+ obj] 

1 : to see, find, or become aware of (something) for the first 
time ■ Christopher Columbus discovered the New World in 
1492. ■ Several new species of plants have recently been dis¬ 
covered. • Scientists claim to have discovered [-found] a new 
way of controlling high blood pressure. ■ It took her several 
weeks to discover the solution. ■ His life was never the same 
after he discovered sailing. [=after he first went sailing; after 
he found how much he enjoyed sailing] 

2 : to show the presence of (something hidden or difficult to 
see) : to make (something) known ■ The autopsy discovered 
[= revealed , uncovered] traces of poison in the victim’s blood. 

■ The tests have discovered problems in the current design. 

3 : to learn or find out (something surprising or unexpected) 

■ I was surprised to discover [-realize] that I had lost my keys. 

■ She soon discovered what had been going on. 

4 : to find out about and help (a talented new performer, 
writer, etc.) ■ During her career she was responsible for dis¬ 
covering many now famous musicians. 

— dis»cov*er*er noun, pi -ers [count] • The species is 
named for its discoverer. 

diS«COV»erv /di'skAvari/ noun, pi -er»ies 

1 : the act of finding or learning something for the first time 
: the act of discovering something [count] Scientists an¬ 
nounced the discovery of a new species of plant. ■ Her re¬ 
search led to a number of important discoveries about the 
disease. ■ Reporters made the shocking discovery that the 
governor had been unfaithful to his wife. ■ the discovery of 
pollution in the river ■ the discovery of a talented musician 
[noncount] voyages of discovery [^voyages that are done to 
discover and learn about new places, people, etc.] • sailors 
during the age of discovery 

2 [count] : something seen or learned for the first time 
: something discovered ■ recent archaeological discoveries ■ 
It was one of the most important discoveries in the history of 
medicine. 

1 dis*cred*it /dis'kredst/ verb -its; -it-ed; -it-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to cause (someone or something) to seem dishonest or 
untrue ■ The prosecution discredited the witness by showing 
that she had lied in the past. ■ Many of his theories have been 
thoroughly discredited. 

2 : to damage the reputation of (someone) ■ an attempt to 
discredit the governor 

— dis-cred-it-able /dis'kredatabal/ adj [more most —] • 
discreditable conduct — dis-cred*it*ably /dis'krcdatobli/ 
adv 

discredit noun [noncount] : loss of reputation or respect — 
often used with bring "His criminal activities brought dis¬ 
credit on/upon/to his family. ■ This scandal has brought the 
whole enterprise into lasting discredit. Something that is to 
your discredit causes people to have a less favorable opinion 
of you. ■ To our discredit , we failed to offer help when it was 
most needed. 

dis-creet /di'skriit/ adj [more most ~] 

1 — used to suggest that someone is being careful about not 
allowing something to be known or noticed by many people 

■ a discreet way to handle the problem ■ She was always very 
discreet about her personal life. • He made discreet inquiries 
about the job. ■ He maintained a discreet silence. — opposite 

INDISCREET 

2 : not likely to be seen or noticed by many people ■ A pho¬ 
tographer followed the bride and groom at a discreet [-unob¬ 
trusive] distance. 
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| Do not confuse discreet with discrete. \ 

— dis-creeMy adv ■ a letter discreetly hidden in the pages of 
an old book 

dis*crep*an«cy /di'skrepansi/ noun, pi -cies : a difference 
especially between things that should be the same [count] 
Discrepancies in the firm’s financial statements led to an in¬ 
vestigation. • There were discrepancies between their ac¬ 
counts of the accident. [ noncount ] There is some discrepan¬ 
cy [= disagreement ] between the results of the two studies. 

dis-crete /di'skriit/ adj, formal : separate and different 
from each other ■ The process can be broken down into a 
number of discrete [=separate, individual] steps. 

[ Do not confuse discrete with discreet. 1 

-dis*crete«ly adv 

dis-cre-tion /d^skrejan/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the right to choose what should be done in a particular 
situation ■ Each artist in the gallery has discretion over the 
price that will be charged for his or her work. • The coach 
used/exercised his own discretion to let the injured quarter¬ 
back play. ■ The amount each person contributes will be left 
to the discretion of the individual. [=each person will decide 
how much he or she will contribute] ■ Because of the vio¬ 
lence in the movie, parental discretion is advised. [=parents 
are advised to think about whether or not they want their 
children to see the movie] Something that is done at your 
discretion is done if, how, when, etc., you choose to do it. ■ 
You can cancel the service at your (own) discretion. [=you 
can cancel the service whenever you choose] ■ Exactly how 
much to tip a server is at the discretion of the customer. 

2 : the quality of being careful about what you do and say so 
that people will not be embarrassed or offended : the quality 
of being discreet ■ He always uses care and discretion when 
dealing with others. • She handled the awkward situation 
with great discretion. ■ She is the soul of discretion. [=she is 
very discreet] — opposite indiscretion 

discretion is the better part of valor — used to say that it 
is better to be careful than to do something that is danger¬ 
ous and unnecessary 

dis*cre*tion«ary /di'skre.faneri, Brit di'skrejanri/ adj 

1 : available to be used when and how you decide ■ She has 
enough discretionary income [=income that is left after pay¬ 
ing for things that are essential, such as food and housing] to 
pay for a nice vacation each year. 

2 : done or used when necessary ■ the governor’s discretion¬ 
ary power 

dis*crim*i*nate /di'skrim3,neit/ verb -nates; -nat«ed; 
-nat-ing 

1 [no obj] : to unfairly treat a person or group of people dif¬ 
ferently from other people or groups * The school is not al¬ 
lowed to discriminate. ■ It is illegal to discriminate on the 
grounds/basis of race/sex. [=it is illegal to treat someone dif¬ 
ferently because of his or her race/sex] — often + against ■ 
The firm discriminated against him because of his race. 

2 somewhat formal: to notice and understand that one thing 
is different from another thing : to recognize a difference 
between things [+ obj] He is old enough to discriminate 
[^distinguish, tell] right from wrong. • I can discriminate 
[differentiate] the individual voices in the choir, [no obj] — 
often + among or between ■ He could discriminate among the 
birds by their calls. ■ She can discriminate between ripe and 
unripe fruit by smell alone. 

discriminating adj [more most ~] approving : liking 
only things that are of good quality : able to recognize the 
difference between things that are of good quality and those 
that are not ■ a discriminating audience ■ Those with more 
discriminating [discerning] tastes are likely to find the mov¬ 
ie dull and cliched. 

dis*crim*i*na*tion /di,sknm3 , neij'3n/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : the practice of unfairly treating a person or 
group of people differently from other people or groups of 
people ■ racial/sexual/religious discrimination = discrimina¬ 
tion based on race/sex/religion = discrimination on the basis 
of race/sex/religion ■ The law prohibits discrimination in hir¬ 
ing. ■ He sued the company for age discrimination. ■ blatant 
forms of discrimination — often + against ■ Company policy 
does not allow discrimination against women. 

2 [noncount] formal a : the ability to recognize the differ¬ 
ence between things that are of good quality and those that 
are not ■ Those with more discrimination [discernment] are 
likely to find the movie dull and cliched. b : the ability to 
understand that one thing is different from another thing ■ 


the animal’s impressive scent/visual discrimination 
3 [count] : a difference that is understood or recognized ■ He 
was able to make discriminations among/between the birds 
by their calls. [=able to distinguish the birds by their calls] 
diS-crim-i*na*tO-ry /di'sknmana.ton, Brit di'sknmanatri/ 
adj [more most ~] : not fair : unfairly treating a person or 
group of people differently from other people or groups of 
people ■ The law prohibits discriminatory hiring practices. ■ 
discriminatory treatment of minorities 
diS*CLir*sive /di'skasiv/ adj [more most ~] formal: talk¬ 
ing or writing about many different things in a way that is 
not highly organized ■ The instructor gave a discursive 
[=rambling] lecture that wandered from one topic to anoth¬ 
er. ■ discursive prose 

— dis*cur*sive*ly adv • He writes discursively. 
diS-CUS /'diskas/ noun, pi -CUS- 

es 

1 [count] : a heavy flat round ob¬ 
ject that people throw as far as 
they can as a sport ■ a discus 
thrower 

2 the discus : an athletic event in 
which people compete by trying 
to throw a discus farther than ev¬ 
eryone else ■ winner of the discus 

diS«CUSS /di'skAs/ verb -cuss¬ 
es; -cussed; -cus*sing [+ obj] 

1 : to talk about (something) with 
another person or group ■ She dis¬ 
cussed the plan with several col¬ 
leagues. • They held a meeting to 
discuss the future of the company. 

■ We’ll discuss where to meet later. 

■ Have you discussed the matter 
with your family? 

2 : to give information, ideas, opinions, etc., about (some¬ 
thing) in writing or speech ■ In the first chapter, the author 
discusses childcare issues. ■ The article discusses the theory in 
depth. 

dis«CUS«sion /di'skAjan/ noun, pi -sions 

1 : the act of talking about something with another person 
or a group of people : a conversation about something 
[count] The class was involved in a heated discussion about 
politics. ■ I hope to have a discussion with them about the 
matter soon, [noncount] After much discussion of the plan, 
the idea was rejected entirely. ■ She usually has an opinion 
about whatever subject/topic/issue is under discussion. 
[-being talked about] ■ During the period under discussion, 
the town grew in size. ■ The smoking ban is a major topic of 
discussion these days. ■ The proposal is up for discussion 
[=the proposal will be talked about] at today’s meeting. 

2 [count] : a speech or piece of writing that gives informa¬ 
tion, ideas, opinions, etc., about something ■ The article is an 
in-depth discussion of his theories. ■ The first chapter in¬ 
cludes a discussion of childcare issues. 

1 dis*dain /dis'dein/ noun [singular] : a feeling of strong dis¬ 
like or disapproval of someone or something you think does 
not deserve respect ■ He glared at the waiter with a look of 
disdain [= contempt, scorn] on his face. • He regarded their 
proposal with disdain. ■ I have a healthy disdain for compa¬ 
nies that mistreat their workers. 

2 disdain verb -dains; -dained; -dairying [+ obj]formal 

1 : to strongly dislike or disapprove of (someone or some¬ 
thing) ■ They disdained him for being weak. ■ teenagers who 
disdain [=loathe, detest] authority ■ a critic who disdains 
[=abhors, hates] all modern art ■ She disdains gambling. 

2 : to refuse to do (something) because of feelings of dislike 
or disapproval • She disdained to answer their questions. 

dis*dain*ful /dis'demfal/ adj [more —; most ~] somewhat 
formal : felling strong dislike or disapproval for something 
or someone you think does not deserve respect : feeling or 
showing disdain ■ He looked at the waiter with a disdainful 
glare. ■ a disdainful attitude toward authority — often + of' a 
critic who is disdainful of all modern art 

— dis*dain-fuMy adv ■ He glared disdainfully at the waiter. 
disease /di'ziiz/ noun, pi -eas*es 

1 : an illness that affects a person, animal, or plant: a condi¬ 
tion that prevents the body or mind from working normally 
[count] infectious/contagious diseases ■ He suffers from a 
rare genetic disease. ■ a deadly/debilitating disease ■ a disease 
of the mind/kidneys ■ diseases of poultry [noncount] Thou¬ 
sands die of heart disease each year. ■ They are working to 
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stop the spread of disease in rural areas. ■ gum/liver disease 
2 [count] : a problem that a person, group, organization, or 
society has and cannot stop • The article cites intolerance as 
one of the most dangerous of society’s diseases. "He sees 
crime as a disease that too often plagues the poor and disad¬ 
vantaged. 

— diseased /di*zi:zd/ adj [more most ~] ■ She removed 
the diseased tree limbs. ■ diseased cells/lungs/plants ■ a dis¬ 
eased mind 

dis*em*bark ^disam'ba^k/ verb -barks; -barked; -bark¬ 
ing 

1 [no obj ] : to leave a ship or airplane ■ The plane’s crew 
members were the last ones to disembark. • Passengers dis¬ 
embarked [=debarked] from the ship. — opposite embark 

2 [+ obj] : to remove (something or someone) from a ship or 
airplane ■ They disembarked [=(more commonly) unloaded] 
the cargo at the dock. 

— dis-em-bar-ka-tion /dis,em,ba3 i, keij’3n/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

diS*em*bod-ied ^dissm'baidid/ adj 

1 : not having a body ■ disembodied spirits : not attached to 
a body • a disembodied head 

2 : coming from a person who cannot be seen ■ We heard 
disembodied voices coming over the speakers. 

dis*em*bow«el /.dissm'bawal/ verb -els; US -eled or Brit 
-el led; t/S-el-ing or Brit -el-ling [+ obj] : to take the stom¬ 
ach, intestines, etc., out of (an animal or person) : to remove 
the bowels of (an animal or person) ■ The fierce cat uses its 
claws to disembowel its prey. — sometimes used figuratively 

■ Critics say that the spending cuts will disembowel the pro¬ 
gram. 

— dis-em-bow-el-ment /,dis3m*baw3lm3nt/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

dis«em«pow»er /(disim'pawa 1 / -ers; -ered; -er-ing [+ 

obj] : to cause (a person or a group of people) to be less like¬ 
ly than others to succeed : to prevent (a person or group) 
from having power, authority, or influence ■ They have been 
disempowered by a society that believes they are intellectual¬ 
ly inferior. ■ disempowered minorities — opposite empower 

— dis-em-pow-er-ment ^disim'pawamant/ noun [non¬ 
count] • the disempowerment of minorities 

dis-en-chant-ed ^dism'tfsentad, Brit ,dism'tfa:nt3d/ adj 
[more most ~] : no longer happy or satisfied with some¬ 
thing ■ disenchanted voters — often + with ■ He became more 
disenchanted [=dissatisjied] with his job every day. 

— dis-en-chant-ment /^ism'tfcentmant, Brit ,dism- 
'tfa.ntmsnt/ noun [noncount] • voter disenchantment ■ He 
talked about his growing disenchantment with his job. 

dis«en-fran-chise /tdism'frcen^aiz/ verb -chis-es; 
-chised; -chis-ing [+ obj] : to prevent (a person or group 
of people) from having the right to vote ■ They disenfran¬ 
chised poor people by making property ownership a require¬ 
ment for registering to vote. ■ disenfranchised minorities 

— opposite ENFRANCHISE 

— dis-en-fran-chise-ment ^dism'frce^tfaizmsnt/ noun 
[noncount] ■ the disenfranchisement of minorities 

dis*en-gage /.disn'geicfe/ verb -gag-es; -gaged, -gag¬ 
ing 

1 : to separate from someone or something [no obj] The two 
dancers moved together in a series of quick movements be¬ 
fore disengaging and leaping apart. [+ obj] — usually + from 

■ I was trying to disengage [-fee] myself from the safety har¬ 
ness. 

2 [no obj] : to stop being involved with a person or group : to 
stop taking part in something — usually + from • He began 
to disengage [=(more commonly) withdraw] from the family 
when he was 15 or so. 

3 : to move (a mechanism or part of a machine) so that it no 
longer fits into another part [+ obj] Put the car in gear, and 
then slowly disengage the clutch while pressing on the gas 
pedal, [no obj] If there is a malfunction, the gears will auto¬ 
matically disengage. — opposite ENGAGE 

4 military : to order (a group of soldiers) to stop fighting and 
move away from an area [+ obj] The government says it will 
gradually disengage [= withdraw] soldiers from the region. 
[no obj] Troops in the area have begun to disengage. [= with¬ 
draw] 

— dis*en*gaged /,disn'geict 3 d/ adj [more most ~] ■ She 
became more and more disengaged [-withdrawn] as her de¬ 
pression worsened. — dis-en«gage*ment /,disn’geicfe- 
mant/ noun [noncount] ■ emotional disengagement [= with¬ 


drawal 1 ■ disengagement of the clutch • the disengagement 
of troops from the region 

dis*en*tan*gle /.dism'tseggal/ verb -tan*gles; -tan-gled; 
-tan-gling [+ obj] 

1 : to separate (things that are twisted together or caught on 
one another) ■ I can’t disentangle [=untangle] the wires/hang¬ 
ers. — often + from ■ She was trying to disentangle her hair 
from her necklace. — often used figuratively ■ She finally 
disentangled herself from a bad relationship. 

2 : to remove the twists or knots in (something) ■ disentangle 
[=untangle] a knotted string/rope 

— dis-en-tan-gle-ment /idism'tserjgslmant/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

diS«equMib-ri«um /dis^-.kwa'hbrijam/ noun [singular] for¬ 
mal + technical : a loss or lack of balance ■ The condition is 
caused by a disequilibrium in the brain’s chemistry. ■ the dis¬ 
equilibrium of power 

dis«es*tab"lish /.disa'stseblif/ verb -lish-es; -lished; 
-lish-ing [+ obj] formal : to take away a particular church’s 
status as the official church of a nation or state ■ efforts to 
disestablish the Church of England 

— dis-es-tab-lish-ment ^disa'steebhjmant/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

1 dis*fa-VOr ( US) or Brit dis-fa-vour /dis'feiva 1 / noun [non¬ 
count] formal 

1 : a feeling of disapproval or dislike ■ He regarded their pro¬ 
posal with disfavor. ■ They looked with disfavor upon her. 

2 : the condition of being disapproved of or disliked ■ The 
theory has long been in disfavor. [=the theory has been un¬ 
popular for a long time] ■ The style fell into disfavor ^be¬ 
came unpopular] a decade ago. 

2 disfavor (US) or Brit disfavour verb -vors; -vored; -vor- 

ing [+ obj] formal 

1 : to disapprove of or dislike (someone or something) ■ 
Some bar owners disfavor [=(more commonly) are against] 
the ban on smoking. 

2 : to make it more difficult for (a person, organization, etc.) 
to succeed or achieve something than it is for another per¬ 
son, organization, etc. • The current laws favor large busi¬ 
nesses and disfavor smaller businesses. 

dis*fig*ure /dis'figjas Brit dis'figa/ verb -ures; -ured; -ur- 
ing [+ obj] : to spoil or damage the appearance of (some¬ 
thing or someone) ■ His face was disfigured by a scar. ■ Van¬ 
dals disfigured [=(more commonly) defaced] the wall with 
graffiti. 

— disfigured adj [more most ~] ■ The fire left her horri¬ 
bly disfigured. — dis«fig-ure-ment /dis'figjamant/ noun, 
pi -merits [count] His disfigurements were caused by an 
accident, [noncount] The lifesaving operation will cause 
some disfigurement. — disfiguring adj ■ disfiguring sur¬ 
gery 

dis-gorge/dis'goa^fe/v^-gorg-es; -gorged; -gorging 

1 [+ obj] somewhat formal: to empty whatever is in the stom¬ 
ach through the mouth • The cat coughed and then disgorged 
I=(more commonly) vomited, threw up] a wad of hair. 

2 a [+ obj] : to let out or release (something) ■ We watched 
the airplane disgoiging its passengers at the gate. ■ The dam¬ 
aged ship disgoiged thousands of gallons of oil into the bay. 
b [no obj] : to flow out ■ The river disgorges into the ocean 
just south of the city. 

'dis-grace /di'skreis/ verb -grac-es; -graced; -grac-ing 

[+ obj ] 

1 : to cause (someone) to feel ashamed • Her behavior dis¬ 
graced [=shamed] the whole family. 

2 : to cause (someone or something) to lose or become un¬ 
worthy of respect or approval ■ Many feel that the mayor has 
disgraced the town government by accepting personal favors 
from local businesspeople. ■ He felt he had disgraced himself 
by failing at school. — often used as (be) disgraced ■ The ad¬ 
ministration was disgraced by the scandal. 

2 disgrace noun 

1 [noncount] : the condition of feeling ashamed or of losing 
or becoming unworthy of respect or approval ■ The secret 
was protected out of a fear of political disgrace. ■ The family 
is enduring the disgrace [= dishonor. shame] of scandal/sui¬ 
cide. ■ Many feel that the mayor has brought disgrace upon/ 
on the town. ■ She was forced to leave in disgrace. 

2 [singular] : something that you are or should be ashamed 
of ■ His table manners are a disgrace. ■ It is an absolute/utter 
disgrace [=shame] that the city has ignored the problem for 
so long. ■ The health-care system is a national disgrace. ■ It is 
no disgrace to be poor. [=you should not feel ashamed be- 
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cause you are poor] — often + to ■ The politicians responsi¬ 
ble for this scandal are a disgrace to their country. 

— dis-grace-ful /di'skreisfal/ adj [more —■ most ~] ■ her 
disgraceful behavior • His table manners are disgraceful. • 
It’s disgraceful that the city has ignored the problem for so 
long. — dis-grace-ful-ly adv • He behaved disgracefully. ■ 
disgracefully selfish 

dis*grun»tled /dis'grAntld/ acti [more most ~]: unhappy 
and annoyed ■ She has to deal with disgruntled customers all 
day. ■ disgruntled employees 1 He was disgruntled over the 
lack of recognition he received. 

1 diS*guise /da'skaiz/ verb -guis-es; -guised; -guis-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 : to change the usual appearance, sound, taste, etc., of 
(someone or something) so that people will not recognize 
that person or thing ■ He tried to disguise his voice on the 
phone but 1 could tell it was him. ■ She disguised herself in a 
wig and glasses. — often + as ■ The journalist traveled the 
city disguised as [=dressed like; pretending to be] a beggar. ■ 
She disguised herself as a musician to get into the concert 
hall early. 

2 : to hide (something) so that it will not be seen or noticed ■ 
1 could not disguise [ -hide ] my surprise. ■ They disguised 
[=masked] their true feelings. ■ We disguised the fact that we 
were disappointed. ■ I was aware of her thinly disguised 
[=poorly hidden] hostility. 

2 disguise noun, pi -guis-es 

1 [count\ : clothes or other things that you wear so that peo¬ 
ple will not recognize you - He wore a disguise of glasses, a 
fake mustache, and a cap. 

2 [ noncount ] : the act of changing your appearance so that 
people will not recognize you • The famous thief is known to 
be a master of disguise. 

a blessing in disguise see blessing 

in disguise 1 : wearing a disguise ■ I‘ve heard that she 
sometimes travels around the country in disguise. 2 
: made to look like something else : presented as another 
thing • He says that the new fee is really just a tax increase 
in disguise. 

1 diS-QUSt /di'skAst/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a strong feeling of dislike for something that has a very 
unpleasant appearance, taste, smell, etc. ■ He eyed the greasy 
food with disgust. • As the smell of garbage drifted through 
the air, she wrinkled her nose in disgust. 

2 : annoyance and anger that you feel toward something be¬ 
cause it is not good, fair, appropriate, etc. ■ He talked about 
his disgust with/at the way the news media focuses on celeb¬ 
rities. ■ Much to the disgust of some listeners, the speech was 
interrupted several times by a few people in the audience. ■ 
She shook her head in disgust when I described the scene. 

2 disqust verb -gusts; -gust-ed; -gust-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to cause (someone) to have a strong feeling of dislike for 
something especially because it has a very unpleasant ap¬ 
pearance, taste, smell, etc. ■ The greasy food they were serv¬ 
ing disgusted [-repulsed] him. • She’s a vegetarian because 
the idea of eating meat totally disgusts her. 

2 of something bad, unfair, improper, etc. : to cause (some¬ 
one) to feel very annoyed and angry ■ The way the news me¬ 
dia focuses on celebrities disgusts [=revolts] me. ■ The photo¬ 
graphs disgust some people. 

disgusted adj [more most ~\ : very annoyed or angry 
about something : feeling or showing disgust ■ He’s disgusted 
by all the attention people give to celebrities. ■ He had a dis¬ 
gusted expression on his face. ■ She was disgusted with herself 
for not knowing the answer. 

— dis-gust-ed-ly adv • He turned away disgustedly and 
walked out the door. 

disgusting adj [more most —] 

1 : so unpleasant to see, smell, taste, consider, etc., that you 
feel slightly sick ■ The food was disgusting, [^(informally) 
gross] ■ She finds the idea of eating meat totally disgusting. 
[= repulsive] ■ a disgusting [= repugnant] photograph 

2 : so bad, unfair, inappropriate, etc., that you feel annoyed 
and angry ■ 1 think the way the news media focuses on celeb¬ 
rities is disgusting. [= repugnant] • What a disgusting way to 
treat people. 

— dis-gust-ing-ly /di'skAstnjli/ adv • disgustingly greasy 
food • disgustingly filthy ■ (informal + humorous) a disgust¬ 
ingly good player [=an extremely good player] 

1 dish /'dil/ noun, pi dish-es 

1 [count] a : a shallow container that you cook or serve 
food in ■ a baking/serving dish [=a container used to bake/ 


serve food] ■ a casserole/pie dish [=a container used to bake a 
casserole/pie]; specifically : a shallow bowl • a candy dish [=a 
container used to serve candy] ■ the cat’s food/water dish b 
: the food served in a dish ■ a dish of strawberries ■ a small 
dish of ice cream 

2 [count] : food that is prepared in a particular way ■ Each 
person made a dish for the potluck supper. ■ The restaurant 
serves some of my favorite dishes. • a fish/pasta/potato dish 
[=food that has fish/pasta/potatoes as a main ingredient] ■ 
The main dish [=the biggest dish of a meal] was poached 
salmon, and it was served with a side dish [=a food that is 
served at the same time as the main dish] of spinach. 

3 dishes [plural ] : all the things (such as plates, forks, glass¬ 
es, pans, cooking utensils, etc.) that are used to prepare, 
serve, and eat a meal ■ We piled all the dishes in the sink after 
dinner. ■ Will you wash the breakfast dishes , please? ■ a sink 
full of dirty dishes ■ It's your turn to do the dishes. [=wash 
the dishes] 

4 [count] a : a shallow container that holds something oth¬ 
er than food ■ a soap dish b : something that is shaped like 
a shallow bowl • Do you have cable TV or a dish ? [=an anten¬ 
na shaped like a dish that receives television signals from a 
satellite] ■ a dish antenna — see also petri dish, satellite 

DISH 

5 [singular] informal + old-fashioned : a sexually attractive 
person ■ I hear your cousin is a dish. [=hottie] 

2 dish verb dishes; dished; dish-ing [no obj] slang : to talk 
about the personal life of someone else : gossip 1 The two of 
them are always dishing about their coworkers. 
dish out [phrasal verb] dish out (something) also dish (some¬ 
thing) out informal 1 : to serve (food) ■ The restaurant 
dishes out more than 500 meals every night. 2 : to give 
(something) freely or in large amounts ■ She dishes out ad¬ 
vice to anyone who’ll listen. ■ He’s always dishing out mon¬ 
ey and gifts to his grandchildren. 3 dish it out : to criti¬ 
cize other people ■ He can dish it out , but he can’t take it. 
[=he likes to criticize other people, but he doesn't like be¬ 
ing criticized] 
dish (the) dirt see dirt 

dish up [phrasal verb] dish up (something) also dish (some¬ 
thing) up if formal : to put (food) into a dish or dishes for 
serving or eating • dish up some soup — sometimes used 
figuratively ■ The movie dishes up [=serves up] a wild mix of 
sex and violence. 

dis-har-mo-ny /dis’haamani/ noun [noncount] somewhat 
formal: lack of agreement that often causes unhappiness or 
trouble ■ a period of disharmony [-discord] between the two 
groups • Money problems are often a source of marital dis¬ 
harmony. [=strife] 

— dis-har-moni-ous /^is^aymounijas/ mdj ■ a disharmo¬ 
nious relationship 

dish-cloth /’diJ^klcuG/ noun, pi -cloths [count] : a cloth 
that is used for washing dishes — called also (US) dish rag 

dish detergent noun, pi ~ -gents [count, noncount] US 
: liquid soap that is used for washing dishes — called also 
(US) dishwashing detergent, (US) dishwashing liquid, (Brit) 
washing-up liquid 

dis-heart-en /dis’ha^tn/ verb -ens; -ened; -en-ing [+ obj] 
: to cause (a person or group of people) to lose hope, enthu¬ 
siasm, or courage : to discourage (someone) ■ The conflict 
between their families disheartened them. — often used as 
(be) disheartened ■ 1 was disheartened by the news. 

— disheartened adj [more most ~] ■ I felt very disheart¬ 
ened. — disheartening adj [more most ~] ■ a disheart¬ 
ening failure ■ It was disheartening to hear the news. — dis- 
heart-en-ing*ly adv 

di-shev-eled (US) also Brit di-shev-elled /di’/cvald/ adj 
[more most ~] : not neat or tidy - His wrinkled suit gave 
him a disheveled appearance. • disheveled hair ■ They looked 
dirty and disheveled. 

dis-hon-est /dis’crnsst/ adj [more most ~]: not honest: 
such as a : saying or likely to say things that are untrue • I 
think he is being dishonest [-untruthful] about what he 
knows. ■ a dishonest car dealer b : containing information 
that is untrue ■ dishonest advertising ■ She gave dishonest an¬ 
swers to our questions. C : used to deceive someone ■ dis¬ 
honest [=deceitful] business practices 

— dis-hon-est-ly adv • I think she answered our questions 
dishonestly. • They have been running their business dis¬ 
honestly. 

dis-hon-es-ty /dis'cunasti/ noun [noncount] : lack of hon¬ 
esty : the quality of being untruthful or deceitful ■ dishonesty 
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in advertising • Are you accusing him of dishonesty ? ■ her dis¬ 
honesty about what happened 

1 dlS«hon«or ( US) or Brit dis-hon-our Aiis'cuna 1 / noun [non¬ 
count] somewhat formal : loss or lack of honor : damage to 
your reputation and loss of respect from other people • war¬ 
riors who choose death before dishonor • She found it diffi¬ 
cult to endure the dishonor [=disgrace] of being involved in a 
scandal. • He is afraid that his confession will bring dishonor 
on/upon the family. ■ There’s no dishonor in doing manual 
labor. [=doing manual labor does not make you unworthy of 
respect] 

2 dishonor C US) or Brit dishonour verb -ors; -ored; -or- 

ing [+ obj] somewhat formal 

1 : to cause (someone or something) to lose honor : to cause 
(someone or something) to no longer be respected • His ac¬ 
tions dishonored [=brought dishonor on] the family. ■ Quit¬ 
ting now would dishonor [=disgrace] the memory of our pre¬ 
decessors. 

2 : to fail to do what is required by (a promise, contract, 
etc.) : to fail to honor (something) ■ She dishonored her oath 
of office. 

3 of a bank : to refuse to give out the money promised by (a 
check) • The bank dishonored my check. • a dishonored 
check 

dis-hon-or-able ( US) or Brit dis-hon-our-able 

/dis'amarabal/ adj [more most : not deserving honor 
or respect: not morally or socially acceptable ■ His dishonor¬ 
able behavior has shamed the family. • dishonorable 
[=. shameful] conduct ■ Her military career ended with a dis¬ 
honorable discharge. [=she was forced to leave the military 
because of unacceptable behavior] — opposite honorable 

— dis-hon-or-ably ( US) or Brit dis-hon-our-ably /dis- 
'crnarabli/ adv • He behaved dishonorably. 

dish-pan /'diApgen/ noun, pi -pans [count] US : a large 
usually plastic container with a flat bottom that holds water 
to wash dishes in 

dishpan hands noun [plural] chiefly us : hands that are 
red, rough, and sore because of washing a lot of dishes 
dish rack noun, pi ~ racks [count] US : a rack that you 
place dishes on so they can dry — see picture at kitchen 
dish-rag /'dij.rseg/ noun, pi -rags [count] US : dishcloth 
dish towel noun, pi ~ -els [count] US : a cloth that is used 
for drying dishes — called also (Brit) tea cloth, (chiefly Brit) 
tea towel’, see picture at kitchen 
dish-ware /'dijjwea 1 / noun [noncount] chiefly US : plates, 
bowls, cups, etc., that are usually part of a set 
dish-wash-er /■diAwccJa'/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person whose job is to wash dishes in a restaurant 

2 : a machine that is used to wash dishes — see picture at 
KITCHEN 

— dish-wash-ing /'diAwai/io/ adj ■ dishwashing soap 

dishwashing detergent noun, pi ~ -gents [count, non¬ 
count] US : DISH DETERGENT 

dishwashing liquid noun, pi ~ -quids [count, noncount] 
US : DISH DETERGENT 

dish-wa-ter /'di/iWaita'/ noun [noncount] : water in which 
dishes have been or are going to be washed 
(as) dull as dishwater US, informal: very boring or dull ■ 
The conversation was as dull as dishwater. [-(Brit) as dull 
as ditchwater] 

like dishwater informal: having very little flavor — used to 
describe soups or drinks ■ This coffee is like dishwaterl 
dishy /'diJV adj dish-i-er; -est informal 

1 : sexually attractive • a dishy actor 

2 US : containing gossip or information about a usually fa¬ 
mous person’s private life ■ a dishy new biography 

dis-il-lu-sion Adisa'iu-.san/ verb -sions; -sioned; -sion- 
ing [+ obj] : to cause (someone) to stop believing that some¬ 
thing is good, valuable, true, etc. ■ Working at that store for 
six months was enough to disillusion me about retail work. 

— disillusion noun [noncount] • His disillusion [disillusion¬ 
ment] with the job was obvious. — disillusioning adj 
[more most ~] ■ a very disillusioning experience — dis- 
il-lu-sion-ment AdisaMu^anmant/ noun [noncount] • Dis¬ 
illusionment with the city government grew as conditions 
worsened. 

disillusioned adj [more most ~] : having lost faith or 
trust in something : disappointed that something is not as 
good, valuable, true, etc., as it had seemed ■ a disillusioned 
journalist — often + with ■ She became more and more disil¬ 
lusioned with politics. 


dis-in-cen-tive Adism'sentiv/ noun, pi -tives [count] 
: something that causes or that could cause a person to de¬ 
cide not to do something ■ We considered volunteering, but 
the complicated application process was a disincentive. • The 
complicated application process was a disincentive to volun¬ 
teering our time. — opposite INCENTIVE 
dis-in-cli-na-tion Ai^mkla'neijan/ noun [singular] formal 
: a feeling of not wanting to do something : a tendency to 
avoid a particular activity — usually followed by to + verb • 
Her disinclination [-reluctance] to talk about her past made 
them all the more curious. — sometimes +for • a disinclina¬ 
tion for [dislike of] outdoor work 
dis-in-clined /,dism'klaind/ adj [more most ~] formal 
: not wanting to do something : not inclined to do something 

— usually followed by to + verb ■ I’m disinclined [= reluctant ] 
to accept her explanation. • He seemed disinclined [=hesitant] 
to take part in the discussion. 

dis-in-fect /.dism'fckt/ verb -fects; -fect-ed; -fect-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 : to clean (something) especially by using a chemical sub¬ 
stance that kills all germs and bacteria • Chemicals were add¬ 
ed to disinfect the water. • The wound needs to be disinfected. 
• a clean, disinfected knife 

2 computers : to remove a virus from (a computer) by using 
a special program 

— dis-in-fec-tion Adism'fekjan/ noun [noncount] ■ meth¬ 
ods of water disinfection 

dis-in-fect-ant Adism'fektant/ noun, pi -ants : a chemical 
substance that is used to kill harmful germs and bacteria : a 
substance that disinfects something [count] They use a 
strong disinfectant on the medical equipment, [noncount] a 
bottle of disinfectant ■ Clean the area with disinfectant. 
dis-in-for-ma-tion Alis^f^'mei/an/ noun [noncount] 
: false information that is given to people in order to make 
them believe something or to hide the truth ■ The govern¬ 
ment used disinformation to gain support for the policy. ■ a 
campaign of disinformation = a disinformation campaign 

— compare misinformation 

diS-in-gen-U-OUS Adism'iteenjawas/ adj [more most ~] 
formal: not truly honest or sincere : giving the false appear¬ 
ance of being honest or sincere ■ Her recent expressions of 
concern are self-serving and disingenuous. • a disingenuous 
response — compare INGENUOUS 

— dis-in-gen-u-ous-ly adv • He claims disingenuously to 
have supported the plan from the beginning. — dis-in- 
gen-u-ous-ness noun [noncount] 

dis-in-her-it Adism'herat/ verb -its; -it-ed; -it-ing [+ obj] 
: to prevent (someone, such as your daughter or son) from 
having the legal right to receive your money or property af¬ 
ter you die ■ She threatened to disinherit her son and leave 
him penniless. 

dis-in-te-grate /dis'mt3,greit/ verb -grates; -grat-ed; 
grat-lng : to break apart into many small parts or pieces 
[no obj] The old iron hinge rusted and eventually disintegrat¬ 
ed [-crumbled] into dust. ■ The paper will disintegrate if it 
gets wet. — often used figuratively • Their relationship grad¬ 
ually disintegrated. • With the rise of nationalism, the colo¬ 
nial empires began to disintegrate. [+ obj] The laser can dis¬ 
integrate most kinds of rock. 

— dis-in-te-gra-tion /dis,mt3*greij3n/ noun [noncount] 
dis-in-ter Adism'ta/ verb -ters; -terred; -ter-ring [+ obj] 

formal : to take (a body) out of a grave or tomb : to dig up (a 
body) • The body was disinterred for further study. — some¬ 
times used figuratively ■ disinter an old manuscript 
dis-in-ter-est /dis'mtrast/ noun [noncount] 

1 : lack of interest ■ His proposal was met with complete dis¬ 
interest. — often + in ■ Their disinterest in politics is obvious. 

2 : the quality or state of not being influenced by personal 
feelings, opinions, or concerns ■ The jurors must look at the 
facts of the case with complete disinterest. [= objectivity, im¬ 
partiality] 

dis-in-ter-est-ed /dis'mtrastad/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not influenced by personal feelings, opinions, or con¬ 
cerns ■ A disinterested [= unbiased', impartial] third party me¬ 
diated the dispute. ■ the disinterested pursuit of truth 

2 : having no desire to know about a particular thing : not 
interested — often + in • They are obviously disinterested 
[= uninterested] in politics. *v* This sense is commonly used 
but some people consider it to be incorrect and say that “un¬ 
interested” should be used instead. 

— dis-in-ter-est-ed-ly adv ■ observing disinterestedly 
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— dis-in-ter-est-ed-ness noun [noncount] • the disinter¬ 
estedness of judges 

dis-in*vest /.dism'vest/ verb -vests; -vest-ed; -vest-ing 

[no obj ] finance : to take your money out of an area, indus¬ 
try, company, etc., by selling property, shares, or stock ■ Sev¬ 
eral companies have disinvested from the country to protest 
its human rights policies. • disinvesting in real estate 

— dis-in-vest-ment Adism'vestmant/ noun [noncount] ■ 
disinvestment in real estate 

dis-joint-ed /dis'cfcomted/ adj [more most ~] : lacking 
order and organization ■ She could hardly follow their dis¬ 
jointed [incoherent, disconnected] conversation. • a disjoint¬ 
ed narrative/book 

diS'junC'tion /dis'cfoAijkJon/ noun, pi -tions [count] formal 
: a lack of connection between things that are related or 
should be connected — often + between ■ It is difficult to rec¬ 
oncile the disjunction between what he says and what he 
does. 

dis-junc-tive /dis'cfeAijktiv/ adj, grammar : showing choice 
or opposition ■ “Or” and "but” are disjunctive conjunctions. 

— disjunctive noun, pi -tives [count] • “Or” and “but” are 
disjunctives. 

dis-junc-ture /dis'cfcArjktfa 1 / noun, pi -tures [count] formal 

: DISJUNCTION 

disk variant spelling of Disc 

disk drive noun, pi ~ drives [count] : a computer part that 
holds a computer disk or set of disks and that reads data 
from and copies data to disks 

dis-kette /,di'sket/ noun, pi -kettes [count] computers 
: FLOPPY DISK 

1 d i S« I ike /dis'laik/ verb -likes; -liked; -lik-ing [+ obj] : to not 
like (something or someone) : to feel dislike for (something 
or someone) ■ I dislike basketball, but I enjoy baseball. ■ She 
dislikes [=she does not like] the cold weather. ■ He dislikes be¬ 
ing interviewed. • Most people dislike it when they are told 
what to do. 

2 dislike noun, pi -likes 

1 [singular] : a feeling of not liking or approving of some¬ 
thing or someone — often + of or for » His dislike of cats was 
obvious. ■ She developed a general dislike for journalists. *>• If 
you take a dislike to someone or something, you begin to not 
like that person or thing. • They took an instant dislike to the 
new neighbors. 

2 [count] : something that you do not like, approve of, or en¬ 
joy — usually plural ■ among his dislikes ■ He soon knew all 
of her likes and dislikes. 

dis-lo-cate /*dislou,keit/ verb -cates; -cat-ed; -cat-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 medical : to move (a bone) out of its normal location or 
position in a joint ■ She fell and dislocated her shoulder. 

2 chiefly US, formal : to force (someone or something) to 
move from a place or position ■ The new hotel will dislocate 
several businesses. ■ Thousands of workers have been dislo¬ 
cated by the latest economic crisis. 

3 formal : to cause (a business, system, etc.) to change in 
some major way : to stop (something) from functioning as it 
used to function ■ economies dislocated [-disrupted] by war 

— dislocated adj ■ a dislocated shoulder/finger/hip/wrist ■ 
(US) thousands of dislocated workers — dis-lo-ca-tion 
/.disloo'keijan/ noun, pi -tions [count] patients with frac¬ 
tures and dislocations ■ the dislocations of war [noncount] 
The brace will prevent recurring hip dislocation. ■ social 
and economic dislocation 

dis-lodge /dis'laicfc/ verb -lodg-es; -lodged; -lodg-ing [+ 

obj] : to forcefully remove (something or someone) from a 
place or position ■ The earthquake dislodged several boul¬ 
ders from the cliff. ■ He kicked at the stone to dislodge it. • 
The army has dislodged enemy forces from their stronghold, 
dis-loy-al /dis'lojal/ adj [more most —] : failing to sup¬ 
port or be true to someone or something : not loyal or faith¬ 
ful to your friends, family, country, etc. ■ It would be disloyal 
to abandon them. ■ disloyal employees — often + to • a trai¬ 
tor disloyal to his country 

— dis-loy-al-ty /dis'lojalti/ noun [noncount] ■ His disloyalty 
to the company led to his dismissal. 

dis-mal /'dizmal j adj [more most —] 

1 : showing or causing unhappiness or sad feelings : not 
warm, cheerful, etc. ■ a dark, dismal room ■ dismal [=gloomy, 
dreary] weather ■ The barren landscape looks dismal [-bleak, 
desolate] in winter. 

2 : very bad or poor ■ The show was a dismal failure. ■ a dis¬ 
mal performance ■ The team’s record is dismal. 


— dis-mal-ly adv • The show failed dismally. 

dis-man-tle /dis'maentl/ verb -man-ties; -man-tied; 
-man-tling [+ obj] 

1 : to take (something, such as a machine or structure) apart 
so that it is in separate pieces • The mechanic dismantled the 
engine to repair it. ■ When will they dismantle the old bridge? 
■ a dismantled power plant 

2 : to destroy (something) in an orderly way : to gradually 
cause (something) to come to an end ■ The after-school pro¬ 
gram was dismantled due to lack of funding. ■ He accuses 
them of trying to dismantle the country’s legal system. 

— dis-man-tle-ment /dis'mEentJmant/ noun [noncount] • 
the dismantlement of the power plant — dismantling 
noun [noncount] ■ the dismantling of old factories ■ the dis¬ 
mantling of government programs 

1 dis*may /dis'mei/ verb -mays; -mayed; -may.ing [+ obj] 
: to cause (someone) to feel very worried, disappointed, or 
upset ■ Her choice of career dismays her parents. ■ What es¬ 
pecially dismayed [-upset, bothered] me was that no one else 
protested. 

— dismayed adj [more most ~] ■ She was very dismayed 
to learn/discover that he was so ill. ■ I was dismayed by/at 
his indifference. — dismaying adj [more most ~] • her 
dismaying indifference — dis-may-ing-ly /dis'mejirjli/ 
adv ■ dismayingly indifferent 

2 dismay noun [noncount] : a strong feeling of being worried, 
disappointed, or upset ■ His comments were met with cries of 
dismay. ■ They watched in dismay as the house burned. • 
Much to the dismay of her fans, she announced her retire¬ 
ment immediately after the book’s release. • To my dismay, I 
did not get chosen for the job. • We listened with dismay to 
the news of the accident. 

dis-mem*ber /dis'membay verb -bers; -bered; -ber-ing 

[+ obj] 

1 : to cut or tear (a body) into pieces ■ The victims’ bodies 
had been dismembered and buried in the basement. ■ a dis¬ 
membered corpse 

2 formal : to separate (something) into smaller parts ■ dis¬ 
membering a corporate empire 

— dis-mem-ber-ment /dis'mcmb^mant/ noun, pi -merits 

[count, noncount] 

dis-miss /dis'mis/ verb -miss-es; -missed; -mis-sing [+ 

obj\ 

1 : to decide not to think about or consider (something or 
someone) ■ We dismissed his accusations. ■ We can’t com¬ 
pletely dismiss [-discount] the possibility that she’s right. ■ I 
don’t think we should dismiss the matter lightly. — often + 
as • His idea was dismissed as impractical. ■ For a long time 
they dismissed her as a silly old woman. 

2 : to send (someone) away : to cause or allow (someone) to 
leave ■ The students were dismissed early because of the 
snowstorm. ■ Class is dismissed. [=the class is over and stu¬ 
dents are free to leave] 

3 : to officially make (someone) leave a job : to end the em¬ 
ployment or service of (someone) • He was dismissed [=fired] 
from his job. ■ Several employees were recently dismissed. 

4 law : to officially end or stop (something, such as a legal 
case) • The judge dismissed the case/suit. ■ All charges were 
dismissed. [= dropped] 

— dis-miss-al /dis'misal/ noun, pi -als [count] I was sur¬ 
prised by his dismissal of the idea. ■ A small group is pro¬ 
testing the dismissals of several employees. • the dismissal 
of the lawsuit [noncount] He still hopes to win his claim 
for unfair dismissal. 

diS-miSS'ive /dis'misiv/ adj 

1 : refusing to think about or consider something or some¬ 
one — usually + £>/■ He was dismissive of my idea. 

2 : showing that you do not think something or someone is 
worth thinking about or considering ■ a dismissive remark ■ a 
dismissive wave of the hand 

— dis-miss-ive-ly adv ■ He spoke dismissively about the ac¬ 
cident. ■ She laughed dismissively [=scontfully] when I ex¬ 
pressed admiration for the book. 

dis«mount /dis'maont/ verb -mounts; -mount-ed; 
-mount-ing [no obj] : to get down from something (such as 
a horse or bicycle) ■ The cyclist dismounted and walked her 
bike across the street. ■ The gymnast dismounted from the 
parallel bars. — opposite mount 

— dismount noun, pi -mounts [count] ■ the gymnast’s per¬ 
fect dismount 

dis-obe-di-ence /idisa'bi’.dijans/ noun [noncount] : refusal 
or failure to obey rules, laws, etc. : a lack of obedience ■ The 
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student’s disobedience shocked the teacher. ■ The dog was 
punished for its disobedience. — see also CIVIL disobedi¬ 
ence 

diS*Obe*di*ent /.disa'biidijant/ adj [more most ~] : not 
doing what someone or something with authority tells you to 
do : refusing or failing to obey rules, laws, etc. ■ The disobe¬ 
dient soldier was given cleanup duty. ■ The dog was being 
disobedient. — opposite obedient 

- dis-obe-di-ent-ly adv 

dis-obey /.disa'bei/ verb -obeys; -obeyed; -obey-ing 

: to not do what someone or something with authority tells 
you to do : to refuse or fail to obey rules, laws, etc. [no obj] 
If you disobey, you will be severely punished. [+ obj] The 
soldier disobeyed the general’s orders. ■ He was afraid to dis¬ 
obey his father. ■ The driver had disobeyed the law. 
dis*or*der /dis'o zrdztj noun, pi -ders 

1 [noncount] : a confused or messy state : a lack of order or 
organization ■ People who witnessed the tragedy describe a 
scene of disorder [ =chaos ] as rescuers tried to find suivivors. 
• The filing system was thrown into disorder [=was disrupted 
or upset] when the computer program malfunctioned. — of¬ 
ten used with in ■ His finances were in complete disorder. 
[=his finances were not organized] ■ The clothes/papers were 
in (a state of) disorder. — opposite order 

2 [noncount] : a state or situation in which there is a lot of 
noise, crime, violent behavior, etc. • The mayor is concerned 
that a rally could create/cause public disorder. ■ problems of 
crime and social disorder — opposite order 

3 medical: a physical or mental condition that is not normal 
or healthy [count] A dermatologist treats disorders [diseas¬ 
es] of the skin. ■ an eating disorder ■ a disorder of the blood = 
a blood disorder [noncount] Millions of people suffer from 
some form of personality/mental disorder. 

dis-or*dered /dis'oa-dad/ adj 

1 [more most ~] : in a confused or messy state : having a 
lack of order or organization ■ The project was in a disor¬ 
dered state. ■ The file was completely disordered. — opposite 
ORDERED 

2 medical : not working in a normal, healthy way ■ a disor¬ 
dered mind ■ The child is emotionally disordered. [=(more 
commonly) disturbed] 

diS*or*der«ly /dis'o&dMi/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : causing a problem especially in a public place by making 
a lot of noise, behaving violently, etc. ■ Two disorderly [=un- 
ruly] persons were arrested. ■ She was charged with being 
drunk and disorderly. ■ He was found guilty of disorderly 
conduct. 

2 : not neat or orderly ■ A disorderly [disordered] pile of pa¬ 
pers covered most of her desk. 

dis*or*ga-nized also Brit dis-or-ga-nised 

/dis'oa-ga^aizd/ adj [more most ~] : not organized: such 
as a : not arranged or planned in a particular way ■ The 
meeting was very disorganized, b : not having parts ar¬ 
ranged in a neat and effective way ■ a disorganized essay ■ a 
disorganized desk C : not able to keep things arranged in a 
neat or effective way ■ He is very disorganized. ■ disorganized 
students 

- dis-or-ga-ni-za-tion also Brit dis-or-ga-ni-sa-tion 

/dis^a’gana'zeijan, Brit dispigainai'zeijan/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

dis*ori*ent /dis'orijant/ verb -ents; -ent-ed; -ent-ing [+ 

obj] : to make (someone) lost or confused ■ Thick fog can 
disorient even an experienced hiker. — compare orient 

- dis-ori-en-ta-tion /dis^rijan'teijan/ noun [noncount] • 
The medication may cause drowsiness and disorientation. 
— disoriented adj [more most ~] ■ The patient became 
increasingly disoriented as the illness progressed. ■ a disori¬ 
ented hiker — disorienting adj [more most ~] ■ It’s dis¬ 
orienting to wake up in total darkness. 

dis*ori*en*tate /dis'orijan.teit/ verb -tates; -tat-ed; -tat- 
ing [+ obj] chiefly Brit: disorient 
dis*Own /dis'oun/ verb -owns; -owned; -own-ing [+ obj] 
: to say or decide that you will no longer be connected with, 
associated with, or responsible for (someone or something) ■ 
Her parents threatened to disown her if she didn't go back to 
school. ■ He was disowned for bringing shame to the family. 
dis*par*age /di'spencfe/ verb -ag-es; -aged; -ag-ing [+ 
obj] formal : to describe (someone or something) as unim¬ 
portant, weak, bad, etc. ■ Voters don't like political advertise¬ 
ments in which opponents disparage one another. ■ It’s a mis¬ 
take to disparage their achievements. * The article 
disparaged polo as a game for the wealthy. 


— dis-par-age-ment /di'spencfcmant/ noun [noncount] ■ a 
term of disparagement ■ the author’s relentless disparage¬ 
ment of politicians — disparaging adj [more most ~] ■ 
I heard her making disparaging remarks about her co¬ 
workers. — dis-par-ag-ing-ly adv ■ He referred disparag¬ 
ingly to his car as “an old clunker.” 

dis-panate /'disparat/ adj [more most ~] formal: differ¬ 
ent from each other ■ The conversation covered topics as dis¬ 
parate [= diverse ] as fashion and biology. ■ disparate cultures » 
music that combines/blends disparate [=dissimilar] elements 
dis-par-i*ty /di'sperati/ noun, pi -ties formal: a noticeable 
and often unfair difference between people or things [count] 
problems that exist when there is a disparity of power 
[=when one person, group, etc., has much more power than 
another] ■ There is a great disparity between (the) rich and 
(the) poor in this country. ■ The age disparity between the 
players is obvious, [noncount] the region’s increasing in¬ 
come disparity 

diS‘paS*Sion*ate /dis'paejanat/ adj [more most ~]: not 
influenced or affected by emotions ■ Journalists aim to be 
dispassionate observers. ■ He spoke in a dispassionate tone 
about the accident. 

- dis-pas-sion-ate-ty adv [more most ~J 
1 dis-patch also Brit des-patch /di'spaetf/ verb -patch-es; 

atched; -patch-ing [+ obj] 

: to send (someone or something) quickly to a particular 
place for a particular purpose ■ Rescue workers were imme¬ 
diately dispatched to the area. ■ The hotel dispatched a limo 
to pick us up from the airport. ■ (formal) The message was 
dispatched to the general. 

2 : to defeat (a person or team) in a game, contest, etc. ■ She 
easily dispatched [=(more commonly) beat] her opponent. 

3 old-fashioned: to kill (a person or animal) quickly ■ He dis¬ 
patched the guard with one bullet. 

2 dispatch also Brit despatch noun, pi -patches 

1 [count] : an important official message ■ The general sent a 
dispatch to headquarters. <*• In British English, a soldier who 
is mentioned in dispatches is noted for bravery. 

2 [noncount] somewhat formal : the act of sending someone 
or something to a particular place for a particular purpose ■ 
He requested the immediate dispatch of supplies/troops. 

3 [count] : a news story that a reporter sends to a newspaper 
usually from a foreign country ■ The reporter sent many dis¬ 
patches from the war zone. 

with dispatch formal : in a quick and efficient way ■ The 
problem was handled with dispatch. 
dispatch box also despatch box noun, pi ~ boxes Brit 

1 the Dispatch Box : a box on a table in the House of Com¬ 
mons that important government officials stand behind 
when speaking 

2 [count] : a container for holding important documents 
dis*patch*er /di^psetfdr/ noun, pi -ers [count] US 

1 : someone whose job is to talk by radio with people in ve¬ 
hicles (such as police cars, ambulances, or taxis) in order to 
send them to a particular place 

2 : someone who is in charge of the departure of trains, air¬ 
planes, buses, trucks, etc. 

dispatch rider also Brit despatch rider noun, pi ~ -ers 
[count] chiefly Brit : someone who delivers messages or pack¬ 
ages especially by traveling on a motorcycle 
dis*pel /di'spel/ verb -pels; -pelled; -pel-ling [+ obj] : to 
make (something, such as a belief, feeling, or idea) go away 
or end ■ This report should dispel any doubts you have about 
the plan. ■ She made an official statement to dispel any ru¬ 
mors about her retirement. ■ The experience dispelled some 
of our fears about the process. 

diS‘pens*able /di'spensabal/ adj [more most ~] : not 
necessary or required ■ Computers have made typewriters 
dispensable. ■ Do you consider any of the staff to be dispens- 
able'l ■ dispensable luxuries — opposite indispensable 
diS‘pen*sa»ry /di'spensari/ noun, pi -ries [count] : a place 
where medicine or minor medical treatment is given ■ a hos¬ 
pital dispensary 

diS‘pen*sa-tion Adispan'seijan/rtoww, pi -tions formal 

1 : permission to break a law or an official promise you have 
made : release from a rule, vow, or oath [noncount] The 
priest asked for dispensation from his vows, [count] The 
state gave the town a special dispensation, allowing it to ig¬ 
nore the law in this case. 

2 [singular] : an act of providing something to people ■ The 
ship’s doctor handled the dispensation [= distribution } of med¬ 
icine. ■ a speedy dispensation [=administration ] of justice 
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dis*pense /di'spens/ verb -pens-es, -pensed; -pens-ing 

[+ obj] 

1 : to give or provide (something) ■ The ATM only dispenses 
$20 bills. ■ A judge’s job is to dispense [^administer] justice. ■ 
a newspaper columnist who dispenses advice to millions of 
readers each week 

2 : to prepare and give (medicine) ■ Pharmacists are certified 
to dispense medication. 

dispense with \phrasal verb ] dispense with (something) for¬ 
mal : to no longer use or require (something) : to get rid of 
(something) ■ Let’s dispense with the usual introductions 
and get down to business. ■ The new cleaning process will 
dispense with the need for ventilation, 
dis-pens-er /di'spensa 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a machine or container that lets you take small amounts 
of something ■ a paper towel dispenser ■ a soap/tape dispenser 

2 : a person or organization that gives or provides something 
to people ■ hospitals and other health-care dispensers — of¬ 
ten + of ■ A teacher should be more than a dispenser of 
knowledge. 

dis-perse /di'spes/ verb -pers-es; -persed; -pers-ing 

: to go or move in different directions : to spread apart [no 
obj ] Police ordered the crowd to disperse. • The clouds dis¬ 
persed [=broke], revealing blue sky above. ■ The fog gradually 
dispersed [=dissipated, vanished] as the day grew warmer. [+ 
obj] Police dispersed the protesters. 

— dis-per-sal /di'spesdl/ noun [noncount] • The police are 
trained in crowd dispersal — dis*per*sion /di'spagan/ 
noun [noncount] technical • Laws were established to limit 
the dispersion of pollutants. 

dis*pir*it*ed /di'spiratad ! adj [more most ~]: feeling un¬ 

happy and without hope or enthusiasm • The loss left the 
team dispirited, [-disheartened, discouraged] • dispirited sup¬ 
porters — opposite SPIRITED 

— dis-piMbed'ly adv ■ The team sat dispiritedly on the 
bench. 

diS a pir«it*ing /di'spiratig/ adj [more most ~]: causing a 
loss of hope or enthusiasm ■ It was very dispiriting [= discour¬ 
aging. disheartening] to lose yet another game. ■ a dispiriting 
failure 

dis*place /di'spleis/ verb -plac-es; -placed; -placing [+ 

obj] 

1 : to take the job or position of (someone or something) ■ 
Many of the company's workers were displaced [=replaced] 
by machines. ■ Some say football has displaced [=replaced . 
supplanted] baseball as America’s national pastime. 

2 a : to force (people or animals) to leave the area where 
they live • The war has displaced thousands of people. ■ The 
hurricane displaced most of the town’s residents. • animals 
displaced by wildfire b chiefly US : to remove (someone) 
from a job or position ■ The closing of the factory has dis¬ 
placed many workers. 

3 : to move (something) so that it is no longer in its original 
or regular location or position ■ farming practices that dis¬ 
place large amounts of soil ■ ( technical ) The ship displaces 
20.00# tons (of water). 

— displaced adj ■ a crisis involving thousands of displaced 
persons/people [^people who have been forced to leave 
the area/country where they live] 

dis-place-ment /di'spleismant/ noun, pi -merits 

1 : the act of displacing something: such as a : the act of 
forcing people or animals to leave the area where they live 
[noncount] The war has caused the displacement of thou¬ 
sands of people, [count] population displacements b : the 
movement of something from its original or regular position 
[count] displacements in the Earth’s crust [noncount] soil dis¬ 
placement caused by farming 

2 [count] technical : the amount of water that is moved by an 
object when it is placed in water — usually singular ■ The 
ship has a very large displacement. 

1 display /di'splei/ verb -plays; -played; -play-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to put (something) where people can see it ■ Students dis¬ 
played their projects at the science fair. ■ The results are dis¬ 
played [-shown] on the computer screen. ■ Toys were dis¬ 
played in the store window. ■ Her awards are prominently/ 
proudly displayed on the mantel. ■ The museum displays 
relics found during the excavation of the site. — sometimes 
used figuratively • The tree displays pretty pink flowers in 
the spring. 

2 : to show that you have (an emotion, quality, skill, etc.) ■ 
He displayed no emotion when I told him the news. ■ I was 
impressed by the care she displayed in making the flower ar¬ 


rangements. ■ The children displayed [=exhibited ] no interest 
in learning how to play the piano. ■ The rookie player dis¬ 
played great skill. ■ The company has displayed exceptional 
dedication to this community. 

2 diSPlay noun, pi -plays [count] 

1 : an arrangement of objects intended to decorate, adver¬ 
tise, entertain, or inform people about something ■ Each ta¬ 
ble had a beautiful display of flowers. = Each table had a 
beautiful flower display. ■ the bookstore’s display of dictio¬ 
naries = the bookstore’s dictionary display ■ The library’s 
current display features locally made crafts. ■ There is a dis¬ 
play [^exhibit, exhibition] of his early paintings at the muse¬ 
um. ■ Her trophies are in a display case/cabinet. ■ a store’s 
window display [=a display of products shown in a store’s 
window] 

2 : an event at which something is done or shown to impress 
or entertain people ■ The celebration ended with a spectacu¬ 
lar fireworks display. 

3 : an action, performance, etc., which shows very clearly 
that you have some ability, feeling, quality, etc. — usually + 
of 9 a display of anger ■ In a remarkable display of generosity, 
the students gave the money they had raised for the class trip 
to their sick classmate. ■ the soccer player’s impressive dis¬ 
play of footwork ■ shocking displays of wealth in a country of 
extreme poverty ■ He disapproved of their public displays of 
affection. [=hugging, kissing, etc., in public] 

4 : an electronic device (such as a computer monitor) that 
shows information ■ The computer comes with a high- 
resolution color display. ■ The display showed an error mes¬ 
sage. ■ a calculator’s display screen 

5 biology : a way of behaving that a bird or animal uses to 
show another bird or animal that it wants to mate, fight, etc. 
■ courtship/threat displays 

on display : put somewhere for people to see : in a display ■ 
Autographed baseballs are on display at the show. ■ Only a 
few of the artifacts will be put on display. = Only a few of 
the artifacts will go on display. 

dis*please /dis'pliiz/ verb -pleas*es; -pleased; -pleas¬ 
ing [+ obj] : to make (someone) feel unhappy or annoyed ■ 
What I said obviously displeased her. - She was obviously 
displeased by what I said. — opposite please 

— displeased adj [more most ~] ■ She looked displeased 
when I told her about it. ■ We’re very displeased with the 
delays. — displeasing adj [more most ~] ■ visually dis¬ 
pleasing buildings 

diS‘plea*SUre /dis*ple 3 ay noun [noncount] : a feeling of un¬ 
happiness or annoyance ■ The meeting will give people who 
object to the policy a chance to voice/express their displea¬ 
sure. • Fans showed their displeasure at the umpire’s call by 
booing loudly. 

1 dis*pos*able /di'spouzabal/ adj 

1 : made to be used once or only a few times : made to be 
thrown away after one use or several uses ■ disposable dia¬ 
pers/razors 

2 somewhat formal : available to be used ■ disposable re¬ 
sources/assets ■ I don’t have enough disposable income [=in- 
come that is left after paying taxes and for things that are es¬ 
sential, such as food and housing] to buy such luxuries. 

disposable noun, pi -ables [count] : something that is 
made to be thrown away after it is used once — usually plu¬ 
ral ■ Do you use cloth diapers or disposables' ? [=disposable 
diapers] 

diS"P0S*al /di'spouzdl/ noun, pi- als 

1 [noncount] : the act of disposing of something: such as a 
: the act of throwing something away ■ trash disposal • the 
disposal of nuclear waste b law : the act of giving control or 
ownership of land, possessions, etc., to someone • the dispos¬ 
al of property 

2 [count] US : garbage disposal 

at someone’s disposal: available for someone to use ■ We 
had plenty of money at our disposal. ■ I’m at your disposal. 
[=l’m ready to do whatever you would like me to do] ■ 
They are using every legal tool at their disposal to prevent 
the bridge from being built. 

dis*pose /di'spouz/ verb -pos-es; -posed; -pos-ing [+ 

obj] formal 

1 : to cause (someone) to be likely to do or have something 

— + to or toward ■ His upbringing disposes him to question 
authority. ■ people whose genes dispose them toward a par¬ 
ticular disease 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to put (some¬ 
one or something) in a particular position or place ■ The 
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troops/cottages were disposed [=(more commonly) arranged] 
along either side of the river. 

dispose of \phrasal verb] 1 dispose of (something) a : to 
throw (something) away : to get rid of (something) ■ The 
waste was not properly disposed of. • Please dispose of your 
cigarette butts in one of the ashtrays available, b formal 
: to deal with and finish (something) ■ I have some business 
to dispose o/[=(less formally) wrap up, take care of] before 
we meet, c law : to give control or ownership of (land, 
possessions, etc.) to someone ■ A will is a legal document 
that is used to dispose of property. 2 dispose of (someone 
or something) a : to defeat (a person or team) in a game, 
contest, etc. ■ She easily disposed of her opponent, b : to 
kill (a person or animal) ■ The article includes a list of the 
weapons the soldiers used to dispose of their enemies, 
disposed adj, not used before a noun, formal 

1 : wanting to do something or likely to do something ■ Join 
us for dinner if you feel so disposed. [=if you want to] ■ dogs 
that are naturally disposed toward fighting — usually fol¬ 
lowed by to + verb ■ He disagreed but was not disposed [=in- 
clined] to argue. ■ Many people seem disposed to distrust 
salespeople. 

2 : feeling or thinking in a specified way about something — 
usually + to or toward ■ They were favorably/unfavorably 
disposed to/toward the idea. [=they liked/disliked the idea] 

— see also ill-disposed, well-disposed 

dis-po-si-tion / 1 disp3 , zij3n/«o«n,p/ -tions 

1 [count] : the usual attitude or mood of a person or animal ■ 
He always had a cheerful/nervous disposition, [-tempera¬ 
ment, personality] ■ It's nice to work with someone who has 
such a sunny disposition. [=who is usually cheerful] ■ a dog 
with an excellent disposition 

2 formal a [singular]: a tendency to act or think in a partic¬ 
ular way ■ Her disposition was to always think negatively. ■ 
He has a disposition toward criminal behavior, b [count] : a 
tendency to develop a disease, condition, etc. ■ people with a 
genetic disposition toward a particular disease 

3 formal: the act or power of officially or legally giving land, 
possessions, etc., to someone [count] the philanthropist's 
charitable dispositions [=(less formally) donations] [non¬ 
count] A will is a legal document that is used in the disposi¬ 
tion of property. 

4 [count] formal : the way things are placed or arranged — 
usually singular: often + of ■ The map showed the disposition 
of troops on the border. 

dis-pos-sess /,disp3'z£s/ verb -sess*es; -sessed; 
-sess-ing [+ obj] formal : to take land, possessions, etc., 
from (someone) ■ The land was settled by dispossessing the 
native people who lived here. — often + of ■ The new regime 
dispossessed many people of their land. 

— dis«pos«seS"Sion /,disp3'z£j3n/ noun [noncount] 
dispossessed adj, always used before a noun, formal 

: having had your land, possessions, etc., taken away from 
you ■ The organization helps dispossessed people rebuild 
their lives. 

the dispossessed : people whose land, possessions, etc., 
have been taken away from them ■ helping the poor and 
the dispossessed 

dis-pro-por-tion /,dispr3*poa\f3n/ noun, pi -tions formal 
: a difference that is not fair, reasonable, or expected 
[count] The author does not explain the disproportion 
[=(more commonly) disparity] between the value of the 
stones. [ noncount ] His salary is in disproportion to what 
people who have similar jobs earn. 

— dis*pro*por-tion-al /,dispr3'poa\f3n|/ adj [more most 
~] ■ The punishment was disproportional [=(more com¬ 
monly) disproportionate] to the crime. — dis-pro*por- 
tion>al'ly adv [more most ~] 

diS’prO’por-tion-ate ^dispra'po^Janat/ adj [more 
most ~] : having or showing a difference that is not fair, rea¬ 
sonable, or expected : too large or too small in relation to 
something ■ He believes that middle-class people bear a dis¬ 
proportionate share of the tax burden. ■ A disproportionate 
number of the students are poor. — often + to ■ The organi¬ 
zation's political influence is disproportionate to its size. 

— dis*pro*por-tion-ate*ly adv [more most ~] ■ A dispro¬ 
portionately high number of the students are poor. 

dis-prove /dis^rurv/ verb -proves; -proved or chiefly US 
-prov-en /dis'pruivan/; -proving [+ obj] : to show that 
(something) is false or wrong • disprove [-refute] an argu¬ 
ment/claim — often used as (be) disproved ■ The theory has 
been disproved. — opposite prove 


dis*pilt*able /di'spju.tsbal/ adj [more most —] : not yet 
proved or shown to be true : likely to be questioned or 
doubted ■ The source of the text is disputable. [= debatable] ■ 
a disputable claim • The conclusion was based on disputable 
[=questionable] evidence. — opposite indisputable 

— dis*put*ably /di'spju.'tsbli/ adv ■ a claim that is disputably 
correct 

dis*pu*tant /di'spju.tnt, Brit ‘dispjatant/ noun, pi -tants 
[count] formal : a person who is involved in a dispute and es¬ 
pecially in a legal dispute 

dis*pU a ta-tion /jdispja'teijan/ noun, pi -tions formal : a 
disagreement or argument [count] legal disputations [non¬ 
count] years of debate and disputation 

— dis-pu-ta-tious Adispja'teijas/ adj [more most ~] ■ a 
disputatious person [=a person who often disagrees and ar¬ 
gues with other people] 

1 diS>PUte /di'spju.t/ noun, pi -putes : a disagreement or ar¬ 
gument [count] They could not settle their dispute. ■ legal 
disputes • There is a labor dispute between workers and man¬ 
agement. ■ The two farmers are involved in a land dispute. ■ a 
domestic dispute [=an argument between people who live to¬ 
gether] — often + over or about ■ There was a dispute ^dis¬ 
agreement] over/about what to do with the extra money. 
[noncount] There is dispute [=debate] among scholars as to 
the source of the text. = The source of the text is a matter/ 
subject of dispute among scholars. ■ The matter/issue is still 
in dispute. [=people still disagree about it] ■ The drug’s effec¬ 
tiveness is beyond dispute. [=it is certain that the drug is ef¬ 
fective] ■ How it happened is open to dispute. [=people dis¬ 
agree about how it happened] 

2 dispute verb -putes; -put-ed; -put.ing 

1 [+ obj] : to say or show that (something) may not be true, 
correct, or legal ■ The lawyer disputed [=challenged] the wit¬ 
ness’s statement. ■ You can dispute your bill if you believe it 
is inaccurate. ■ She disputed the claim. ■ These estimates are 
hotly/much disputed by scientists. ■ No one ever disputed 
that it was the right decision. ■ There is no disputing the 
drug’s effectiveness. [=it is certain that the drug is effective] 

2 : to argue about (something) [+ obj] The source of the text 
has been disputed for centuries. ■ We were disputing [-debat¬ 
ing] whether we should call the police or look for the thief 
ourselves, [no obj] It’s no use disputing [=(more commonly) 
arguing] with them. 

3 [+ obj] formal : to fight in order to take control of (some¬ 
thing) ■ a part of the city where two drug gangs are disputing 
territory 

— disputed adj ■ a disputed phone bill ■ various disputed 
claims/questions ■ the disputed territory/area/land 

dis*qual-i*fy /dis'kwa:l3,fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy»ing [+ 
obj] : to stop or prevent (someone) from doing, having, or 
being a part of something ■ His poor eyesight disqualified 
him from becoming a pilot. ■ The judge might disqualify 
[-bar] her from serving on the jury. — usually used as (be) 
disqualified • The winner was later disqualified for cheating. ■ 
(Brit) He was disqualified from driving for three months. [=he 
was not allowed to drive for three months] 

— dis*qual*i*fi-ca*tion /dis^warlsfb'keijan/ noun, pi 
-tions [noncount] A positive drug test is grounds/reason 
for disqualification, [count] What are the disqualifications 
for military service? 

1 dis*qui a et /dis'kwajat/ verb -ets; -eted; -et*ing [+ obj] for¬ 
mal : to make (someone) worried or nervous — usually used 
as (be) disquieted • We were disquieted by the news. 

— disquieting adj [more most —] ■ We found the news 

disquieting. ■ The letter gave disquieting news of the war. 

2 disquiet noun [noncount] formal : a feeling of worry or ner¬ 
vousness ■ There is increasing public disquiet about/over the 
number of violent crimes in the city. a The falling stock pric¬ 
es have caused great disquiet [ ^concern ] among shareholders. 

diS a qui a Si a tion ^diskwa'zijan/ noun, pi -tions [count] for¬ 
mal : a long speech or written report on a subject ■ a lengthy 
disquisition on foreign policy 

1 dis*re*gard /.disri'gaad/ verb -gards; -gard-ed; -gard- 

ing [+ obj] : to ignore (something) or treat (something) as 
unimportant a Please disregard what I said before. ■ He disre¬ 
garded his father’s advice and left school. ■ Some students 
completely disregard the rules of the school. 

disregard noun : the act of ignoring something or treating 
something as unimportant [noncount] They treated the 
rules with complete/total disregard. — usually + for or of ■ 
the government’s casual disregard for the rights of its citizens 
■ The terrorists acted in complete/total disregard of human 
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life. ■ The judge found that the statements were made with 
reckless disregard for/of the truth, [singular] — usually + 
for or of ■ Some students show a complete disregard for the 
rules of the school. ■ a disregard of the evidence 
dis*re*pair /,disn'pea7 noun [noncount] : the state of need¬ 
ing to be repaired : bad condition • The lighthouse was in 
disrepair until the volunteers cleaned it up. ■ A number of 
major bridges are in (states of) disrepair. ■ After years of ne¬ 
glect, the house fell into disrepair. 
diS-rep'U-ta^ble/dis'rcpjstabal/ttt# [more most ~] for¬ 
mal : not respected or trusted by most people : having a bad 
reputation ■ disreputable people ■ The company was using 
disreputable [=dishonest] hiring practices. — opposite repu¬ 
table 

dis*re*pute /,disn'pju:t/ noun [noncount] formal : a state of 
not being respected or trusted by most people : a state of 
having a bad reputation ■ The theory has been in disrepute 
for years. ■ The star player’s drug use will bring the game into 
disrepute. [=give the game a bad reputation; make people 
not respect the game] ■ The technique has fallen into disre¬ 
pute. [=it is no longer respected or trusted] 

1 dis*fe«spect /idisn'spekt/ noun : speech or behavior which 
shows that you do not think someone or something is valu¬ 
able, important, etc. : lack of respect [noncount] The stu¬ 
dent treated the teacher with disrespect. • With no disrespect 
to the other players [=1 do not mean to say that other players 
are not good], he is clearly the star of the team. • I’m sorry. I 
meant no disrespect, [singular] He showed a shocking disre¬ 
spect for authority. 

— dis-re-spect-ful ^disn'spektfal/ adj [more most ~]» 
She was very disrespectful to the teacher. ■ disrespectful be¬ 
havior- dis-re-spect«fuMy adv 

2 disrespect verb -spects; -spect-ed; -spect-ing [+ obf] 
: to say or do something that shows a lack of respect for 
(someone or something) ■ He disrespected [-insulted] the po¬ 
lice officer. ■ He was angry because he felt he had been disre¬ 
spected. [=treated with disrespect] 
dis*robe /dis'roob/ verb -robes; -robed; -robbing formal 

1 [no obf] : to remove your clothes : undress • She disrobed 
and stepped into the bathtub. 

2 [+ obf] : to remove the clothes of (someone) : undress ■ 
She disrobed herself. 

dis-rupt /dis'rApt/ verb -rupts; -rupt-ed; -rupt-ing [-¥obj] 
: to cause (something) to be unable to continue in the nor¬ 
mal way : to interrupt the normal progress or activity of 
(something) ■ Protesters disrupted the conference. ■ The 
barking dogs disrupted my sleep. • The weather disrupted our 
travel plans. • a chemical that disrupts ceH function 

— dis-rup-tion /dis'rAp/an/ noun, pi -tions [count] The 
construction caused disruptions in bus service. ■ The chem¬ 
ical causes a disruption of cell function, [noncount] The 
change will be made with minimal disruption of service. 
— dis-rup-tive /dis'rAptiv/ adj [more most ~] ■ disrup¬ 
tive behavior ■ She has a disruptive influence on the other 
students. - dis-rup-tive-ly adv 

diSS variant spelling of DIS 

dis*sat'iS‘fac*tion /dis,s£et3s , f£ek.f3n/ noun, pi -tions : a 
feeling of unhappiness or disapproval [count] — usually sin¬ 
gular ■ We’re aware of a growing dissatisfaction among group 
members. ■ She expressed her dissatisfaction with the restau¬ 
rant’s service, [noncount] There was widespread dissatisfac¬ 
tion with the President and his administration. ■ a source of 
dissatisfaction — opposite satisfaction 
dis*sat*is-fied /dis's2et3s,faid/ adj [more most ~] : not 
happy or pleased ■ dissatisfied customers — often + with • He 
was dissatisfied with his job. — opposite satisfied; compare 
UNSATISFIED 

dis*sat‘is*fy /dis'saetas^ai/verZ? -ties; -tied; -fy-ing [+obj] 
: to fail to make (someone) happy or pleased ■ Their final de¬ 
cision dissatisfied [-displeased] everyone. ■ She was dissatis¬ 
fied by the poor service. — opposite satisfy 

— dissatisfying adj [more most ~] ■ a dissatisfying expe¬ 

rience ■ The movie was dissatisfying. 

dis*sect /dai'sekt, di'sekt/ verb -sects; -sect-ed; -sect- 
ing [+ obf] 

1 : to cut (a plant or dead animal) into separate parts in or¬ 
der to study it ■ We dissected a frog in science class. 

2 : to study or examine (something) closely and carefully 
: analyze ■ She dissected each point of his argument. • We 
dissected the poem in class. 

3 : to divide (something) into parts ■ Streams dissect the land. 
■ The city is dissected by a network of highways. 


— dis-sec-tion /dai'sekjan, di'sekfan/ noun, pi -tions 
[count] The students performed a dissection. • Her essay in¬ 
cludes an excellent dissection of the poem, [noncount] a 
process of careful dissection 

dis«sem*ble /di'sembal/ verb -sem-bles; -sem-bled 
-sem-bling [no obj] formal + literary : to hide your true feel¬ 
ings, opinions, etc. ■ It’s now clear that he dissembled about 
the risks involved. [=he did not tell the truth about the risks 
involved] 

— dissembling noun [noncount] • Such dissembling from a 
politician is nothing new. 

dis*sem-i-nate /di'sema^eit/ verb -nates; -nat«ed; -nat- 

ing [+ obj] formal : to cause (something, such as informa¬ 
tion) to go to many people ■ The Internet allows us to dissem¬ 
inate information/news/ideas faster. ■ The findings were 
widely disseminated. 

— dis-sem-i-na-tion /dijscma'neijan/ noun [noncount] • 
the dissemination of information — dis*sem-i*na*tor 
/di'semajneita*/ noun, pi -tors [count] • disseminators of in¬ 
formation 

diS*Sen*Sion /di'senjan/ noun [noncount] formal : dis¬ 
agreement that causes the people in a group to argue about 
something that is important to them • The incident has 
caused a lot of dissension within/in the police department. ■ 
Religious dissension threatened to split the colony. 
1 dis*sent /di'sent/ verb -sents; -sent-ed; -sent-ing [no 
obj] formal : to publicly disagree with an official opinion, de¬ 
cision, or set of beliefs ■ The Supreme Court, with two justic¬ 
es dissenting , ruled that the law was constitutional. — often 
+from ■ Several scientists dissented from the decision. 

— dis-sent-er /di'scnW noun, pi -ers [count] 
— dissenting adj • dissenting opinions/views ■ There are 
few dissenting voices within the party. 

2 dissent noun, pi -sents 

1 formal: public disagreement with an official opinion, deci¬ 
sion, or set of beliefs [noncount] Church leaders permitted 
no dissent from church teachings. ■ He did everything in his 
power to suppress political dissent, [count] These dissents 
come from prominent scientists and should not be ignored. 

2 [count] US, law : a statement by a judge giving reasons why 
the judge does not agree with the decision made by the other 
judges in a court case • She argued in her dissent that Con¬ 
gress had exceeded its authority. 

dis*ser*ta*tion /^isa-^teijan/ noun, pi -tions [count] : a 
long piece of writing about a particular subject that is done 
to earn an advanced degree at a university ■ He wrote his dis¬ 
sertation on an obscure 16th-century poet. 
dis*ser*vice /dis'sawis/ noun [singular] : something that 
harms or damages someone or something ■ Her comments 
were a disservice to those volunteers. — usually used in the 
phrase do a disservice • He did a disservice to readers by pro¬ 
viding wrong information. ■ Her behavior has done the sport 
a great disservice. [=her behavior has hurt the sport] 
dis*si*dent /'disadant/ noun, pi -dents [count] : someone 
who strongly and publicly disagrees with and criticizes the 
government ■ Many political dissidents were arrested. 

— dis-si-dence /'disadans/ noun [noncount] ■ political/reli¬ 
gious dissidence [=dissent] — dissident adj, always used 
before a noun • dissident scholars/students • the dissident 
movement 

diS*Sim*i*lar /dis'simala 1 / adj [more most ~] : not the 
same : different or unalike • The two movies are very dissim¬ 
ilar. ■ The writers have dissimilar backgrounds. ■ A not dis¬ 
similar [=.similar] situation has occurred overseas. ■ The 
question is not dissimilar to one asked earlier. — opposite 

SIMILAR 

— dis-sim-i-lar-i-ty /dis^ima'lerati/ noun, pi -ties [count] 
dissimilarities in the writers’ backgrounds [noncount] I 
could see no dissimilarity between the twins. 

dis*si*pate /'disa.peit/ verb -pates; -pat-ed; -paXAnq for¬ 
mal 

1 a [+ obj] : to cause (something) to spread out and disap¬ 
pear ■ The morning sun dissipated the fog. b [no obj] : to 
separate into parts and disappear or go away ■ The fog 
should dissipate soon. ■ By noon the crowd had dissipated. 
[=(more commonly) dispersed] — often used figuratively ■ 
Her anger began to dissipate after a while. 

2 [+ obj] : to use all or a lot of (something, such as money or 
time) in a foolish way • He had dissipated [squandered] his 
family’s fortune in only a few years. 

diS*Sl*pa*tion Adisa'peiJan/zioM/i, pi -tions formal 
1 [noncount] : the process of slowly disappearing or becom- 
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ing less ■ Insulation helps prevent the dissipation of heat 
from houses in the winter. 

2 [noncount] : the act of using all or a lot of money, time, 
etc., in a foolish way ■ a movie about the dissipation of a fa¬ 
mous heir’s fortune • the dissipation of resources 

3 disapproving : behavior that shows you are interested only 
in pleasure, money, etc. [ noncount ] He lived a life of dissipa¬ 
tion. [count] her gambling and dissipations 

dis-so-ci-ate /di'sou/i,eit/ verb -ates; -at*ed; -at-ing [+ 
obj] : to end your relationship with or connection to some¬ 
one or something : to separate (yourselO/fom someone or 
something ■ She became famous and dissociated ^disassoci¬ 
ated] herself from her past. ■ The director has tried to dissoci¬ 
ate himself from his earlier films. ■ Why is the organization 
choosing to dissociate itself from its founder? 

— dis-soci-a-tion /dijsou/i'eij’an/ noun [noncount] 
diS'SO-lute /'disa.luit/ adj [more —; most ~] formal + disap¬ 
proving — used to describe someone (such as a person who 
often gets drunk) whose way of living is considered morally 
wrong ■ a dissolute drunk ■ She has led a dissolute life. 

dis-SO*llMion Adisa'lu:Jan/ noun [noncount] formal 

1 : the act of officially ending a marriage, organization, 
agreement, etc. ■ the dissolution of the marriage/business/ 
contract 

2 : the process of making something slowly end or disappear 
■ the dissolution of old beliefs ■ The treatment is used for the 
dissolution of kidney stones. 

dissolve /di'zq.iv/ verb -solves; -solved; -solving 

1 ofsomething solid : to mix with a liquid and become part 
of the liquid [no obj] Sugar/salt dissolves in water. [+ obj] 
Dissolve the tablet in water. 

2 [+ obj] formal : to officially end (something, such as a mar¬ 
riage, organization, or agreement) ■ She dissolved [terminat¬ 
ed] their partnership. — often used as (be) dissolved • The 
marriage/business/government was dissolved. ■ The compa¬ 
ny has been dissolved. 

3 somewhat formal : to end or disappear or cause (some¬ 
thing) to end or disappear [no obj] His smile dissolved ^dis¬ 
appeared] when I told him the news. ■ Hopes for peace dis¬ 
solved in renewed violence. [+ obj] His kind words dissolved 
her sadness. ■ The treatment is used to dissolve kidney stones. 

❖ If you dissolve In/Into tears/laughter, etc., you start to cry, 
laugh, etc., in an uncontrolled way. ■ The audience dissolved 
into tears during the play’s final scene. - The children dis¬ 
solved into laughter/giggles. 

— dis-solv-able /di'zailvabal/ adj • The doctor used ^/sso/v- 
able stitches to close the wound. 

dlS*SO*nant /'disanant/ adj [more most ~] 

1 formal : not in agreement with something : discordant ■ 
dissonant views 

2 music : not in harmony : discordant ■ dissonant chords 

— opposite CONSONANT 

— dis*so*nance /'disanans/ noun, pi -nanc*es [noncount] 
The dissonance [= conflict ] between the truth and what peo¬ 
ple want to believe. ■ When played together, the chords 
create dissonance, [count] The composer uses dissonances 
freely. 

dis*suade /di'sweid /verb -suades; -suad-ed; -suaddng 

[+ obj] : to convince (someone) not to do something ■ Our 
warnings did not dissuade them. — often +fi’om • He tried to 
dissuade them from going. — compare PERSUADE 
dis-taff /'di,st£ef, Brit •di.starf/ adj, always used before a 
noun, formal : of, relating to, or being a woman : female ■ 
the distaff [=matemal] side of the family ■ distaff executives 
1 distance Ahstans/ noun, pi -tanc-es 

1 _ : the amount of space between two places or things 
[count] What is the distance between the Earth and the Sun? ■ 
The gas station is a short distance away. ■ He spotted the 
group at a distance of one mile. [=he saw the group when 
they were one mile away from him} [ noncount ] Speed is 
measured in time and distance. ■ The nearest gas station is 
some distance away. [=it is not nearby] ■ Her house is within 
walking/striking distance of the school. [=she lives very close 
to the school] — see also long distance, middle dis¬ 
tance 

2 [singular] : a point or place that is far away from another 
point or place ■ She kept the children a safe distance from 
the road. ■ The sign was hard to read from a distance. • We 
followed them at a distance. • He saw a light In the distance. 
[=he saw a light that was far away] — often used figuratively 

• After observing politics from a distance for years. I’ve de¬ 
cided to run for office. ■ (Brit) The book is better than the 


movie by some distance. [=the book is much better than the 
movie] 

3 : a state in which people are not involved with or friendly 
toward each other [singular] She feels a distance from her 
brother that wasn’t there before. ■ He heard the distance 
[= unfriendliness] in her voice, [noncount] Although they 
were once good friends, there was now considerable distance 
between them. • He wants to put distance between himself 
and his former boss. 

go the distance also last the distance : to complete some¬ 
thing you have started • Even with an injured elbow, he 
went/lasted the distance and pitched the rest of the game. ■ 
Don't volunteer for the job if you can’t go the distance, 
keep ( someone ) at a distance : to be unfriendly toward 
(someone) ■ She always kept her coworkers at a distance, 
keep your distance 1 : to stay far enough away from 
someone or something to be safe ■ Visitors are told to keep 
their distance from the monkeys. 2 : to avoid getting in¬ 
volved in something or becoming friendly with someone ■ 
He tried to keep his distance from the scandal. ■ After their 
break-up, she thought it was wise to keep her distance. 
2 distance verb -tances; -tanced; -tanc-ing [+ obj\ : to 
show that you are not involved with someone or something 
; to end a connection to or relationship with someone or 
something — usually -\-from • She has tried to distance her¬ 
self from her family. ■ They all want to distance themselves 
from the scandal. 

distance learning noun [noncount] : a method of study 
where teachers and students do not meet in a classroom but 
use the Internet, e-mail, mail, etc., to have classes — called 
also distance education 
distant /‘distant/ acjj 

1 [more ~• most ~]: existing or happening far away in space 
: separated by space ■ astronomers studying distant galaxies ■ 
They visited all sorts of distant [-far-off] places. ■ He finished 
the race a distant second. [=he was the second person to fin¬ 
ish the race but he was far behind the winner] ■ The town is 
about 30 miles distant. [=(more commonly) away] 

2 always used before a noun [more most ~] : far away in 
time : happening far in the past or far into the future ■ In the 
distant past, dinosaurs roamed the earth. ■ The day I left 
home is now a distant memory. ■ the distant future ■ We’re 
expecting major changes In the not too distant future. 
[=soon] 

3 always used before a noun [more most ~] — used to de¬ 
scribe a relative who is not closely related to you » She’s a 
distant cousin of mine. ■ Some of my more distant relatives 
still live there. — opposite close; compare immediate 

4 : having to do with something that is not related to what is 
happening where you are or at the present time ■ His mind 
drifted to distant thoughts. ■ I remember when the restau¬ 
rant’s opening was nothing more than a distant possibility. ■ 
She has a distant look In her eye. [=the look on her face 
shows that she is thinking about something that is not relat¬ 
ed to what is happening now] 

5 [more most ~] somewhat formal: not friendly or show¬ 
ing emotion ■ People did not like her distant manner. ■ He 
was cold and distant. 

6 [more most ~] : not like someone or something else — 
usually + from • The values of that time seem very distant 
[-different] from our own. 

the dim and distant past chiefly Brit : a time that is so far in 
the past it is difficult to remember ■ I remember the dim 
and distant past when the town was much smaller. 

— dis-tant-ly adv ■ We are distantly related to each other. ■ 
She stared distantly out the window. 

dis*taste /dis'teist/ noun, pi -tastes : a strong feeling of 
not liking someone or something [count] — usually singular 
■ I’ve developed a real distaste [^dislike] for paperwork. 
[noncount] “I see you still smoke,” she said with distaste. 
dis-taste-ful /dis'teistfal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 ; not pleasant or enjoyable ■ The work was distasteful , but 
it was the best I could find at the time. ■ It was a distasteful 
subject to him. 

2 : morally offensive ■ distasteful jokes/behavior 

- dis-taste-ful.ly adv 

dis*tem*per /dis'tempa/ noun [noncount] medical : a seri¬ 
ous disease of animals (such as dogs and cats) that is easily 
passed to other animals 

dis*tend /di'stend/ verb -tends; -tend-ed; -tending med¬ 
ical + formal : to become larger and rounder because of 
pressure from inside [no obj] The illness can cause the stom- 
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ach to distend. [=swell ] [+ obj] an abdomen distended by dis¬ 
ease • a distended abdomen/stomach 

— dis-ten-sion or US dis-ten-tion /di'stenjan/ noun [non¬ 
count] • abdominal distension [=swelling] 

dis-till (US) or chiefly Brit dis*til /di'stil/ verb -tills; -tilled; 
-tilling [+ obj\ 

1 a : to make (a liquid) pure by heating it until it becomes a 
gas and then cooling it until it is a liquid again : to purify (a 
liquid) by distillation ■ distilled water b : to make (a strong 
alcoholic drink) by using this process ■ They distill the whis¬ 
key from malted barley. 

2 : to take the most important parts of something and put 
them in a different and usually improved form ■ He has per¬ 
fectly distilled the meaning of the holiday into a poem. ■ Her 
wisdom is distilled from [=her wisdom comes from] many 
years of experience. 

— dis-tiMa-tion AdistaMeiJan/ noun, pi -tions [noncount] 
the distillation of brandy from wine ■ the distillation of ex¬ 
perience [count] The poem is a perfect distillation of the 
meaning of the holiday. 

dis-tilber /di'stiW noun, pi -ers [count] : a person or com¬ 
pany that produces strong alcoholic drinks (such as whis¬ 
key) by distilling them 

dis*till*ery /di'stilari/ noun, pi -er-ies [count] : a place 
where alcoholic drinks (such as whiskey) are produced 
distinct /di'stiijkt/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : different in a way that you can see, hear, smell, feel, etc. 
: noticeably different • There are three distinct categories/ 
classes/groups/types. ■ The two plants are quite distinct 
(from one another). • Each herb has its own distinct flavor. • 
The phrase has three distinct meanings. ■ The class focuses 
on U.S. English, as distinct from British English. [=the class 
focuses on U.S. English and not on British English] 

2 : easy to see, hear, smell, feel, etc. ■ He speaks with a dis¬ 
tinct [-noticeable] Southern accent. ■ There was the distinct 
smell of something burning. • The outline became less and 
less distinct as the light faded. 

3 : strong and definite ■ A flight cancellation is a distinct 
[=real] possibility. • We had the distinct impression that they 
were lying. 

— dis-tinct-ly adv • Each island has a distinctly different 
character. ■ I distinctly told you not to call me. ■ a distinctly 
American phenomenon [^something that happens only in 
America] — dis-tinet*ness noun [noncount] ■ distinctness 
of form 

dis-tinc-tion /di'stiqkjan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count]: a difference that you can see, hear, smell, feel, etc. 
: a noticeable difference between things or people ■ These 
dogs are different breeds, but this distinction is lost on most 
people. [=most people do not see a difference between these 
dogs] ■ There are no obvious distinctions between the two de¬ 
signs. ■ distinctions between social classes ■ She made/drew a 
distinction between the words “less" and “fewer." 

2 [noncount] : the separation of people or things into differ¬ 
ent groups ■ The law should be enforced without distinction 
as to race, sex, or religion. [=the law should not treat people 
of different races, sexes, or religions differently] 

3 [noncount] : importance, excellence, or achievement ■ He 
was raised in a small town of no great distinction. • Her tal¬ 
ents gave distinction to the work. ■ She was a politician of 
some distinction. [=she was a distinguished politician] 

4 : a special honor, recognition, or award [count] She's won 
many distinctions. • (Brit) She was awarded a distinction for 
her dissertation, [noncount] They should give him the dis¬ 
tinction he deserves. ■ He graduated with distinction. [=with 
special awards or recognition] 

5 [noncount] : the quality that makes a person or thing spe¬ 
cial or different — + of • It had the distinction of being the 
oldest house in the city. ■ The city bears the dubious distinc¬ 
tion of being the most polluted in the nation. 

diS'tinC'tive /di’stil] ktiv/ ad) [more -r-; most ~] 

1 : having a quality or characteristic that makes a person or 
thing different from others : different in a way that is easy to 
notice ■ He had a very distinctive walk. ■ This wine has a more 
distinctive flavor than that one. ■ a cooking style that is dis¬ 
tinctive [= characteristic ] of this region 

2 : appealing or interesting because of an unusual quality or 
characteristic ■ The store sells only the most distinctive choc¬ 
olates. 

— dis-tlnc-tive-ly adv ■ a distinctively regional cooking style 
— dis*tinc-tive-ness noun [noncount] ■ the distinctiveness 
of the store’s chocolates 


distinguish /di’stiggwij/ verb -guish-es; -guished; 
-guish*!ng 

1 : to notice or recognize a difference between people or 
things [no obj] You’re old enough to distinguish between 
fact and fantasy. ■ I have trouble distinguishing between the 
two of them. [+ obj] Their voices are hard to distinguish, 
[-tell apart] ■ I have trouble distinguishing the difference be¬ 
tween the two of them. ■ You should be able to distinguish 
fact from fantasy. 

2 not used in progressive tenses [+ obj] : to make (someone or 
something) different or special in some way ■ The only thing 
that distinguishes the dogs is their bark. ■ The recipe is distin¬ 
guished by its simplicity. [=the unusual or interesting thing 
about the recipe is its simplicity] • The singer’s voice is what 
distinguishes the band. — often + from • Our excellent cus¬ 
tomer service distinguishes us from our competitors. ■ The 
law affects private property as distinguished from public 
property. [=the law affects private property and not public 
property] 

3 not used in progressive tenses [+ obj] : to see or hear (some¬ 
one or something) clearly ■ You can’t distinguish the detail 
from this distance. 

distinguish yourself : to do something very well or in a 
way that deserves special recognition ■ She has distin¬ 
guished herself as a leader in the community. "He distin¬ 
guished himself in the war. 

— dis*tin-guish*able /di'stiqgwijabal/ adj [more most 
~] • The plant is distinguishable by its oddly shaped leaves. 
■ There are four distinguishable types. ■ The copy is clearly/ 
barely distinguishable from the original. — distinguish¬ 
ing adj [more most ~] ■ The plant has several distin¬ 
guishing characteristics/features. 

distinguished /di'stnjgwijt/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : known by many people because of some quality or 
achievement ■ a distinguished scientist/career ■ She is distin¬ 
guished for her achievements in genetic research. 

2 : making someone seem important and worth respect ■ the 
professor’s distinguished appearance ■ He’s a distinguished- 
looking gentleman. 

distort /di'stoa*/ verb -torts; -tort-ed; -tort-ing 

1 : to change the natural, normal, or original shape, appear¬ 
ance, or sound of (something) in a way that is usually not at¬ 
tractive or pleasing [+ obj] Her face was distorted by pain. • 
The odd camera angle distorted her figure in the photograph. 
■ The sound of the guitar was distorted, [no obj] Heat caused 
the plastic to distort. 

2 [+ obj] : to change (something) so that it is no longer true 
or accurate ■ She felt he was distorting the facts. ■ The story 
was distorted by the press. ■ The loss of both her parents at an 
early age distorted her outlook on life. 

— distorted adj [more most ~] ■ a distorted face/image • 
He had a distorted view of the situation. ■ His voice sound¬ 
ed distorted over the phone. — dis-tor-tion /di'sto^Jan/ 
noun, pi -tions [count] The statement was an intentional 
distortion of the facts. ■ Curved mirrors cause image distor¬ 
tions. [noncount] an image/sound that is free of distortion 

dis*tract /di'strakt/ verb -tracts; -tract-ed; -tract-ing [+ 
obj] 

1 : to cause (someone) to stop thinking about or paying at¬ 
tention to someone or something and to think about or pay 
attention to someone or something else instead ■ You sneak 
into his room while I distract him. ■ He was distracted from 
his studies. ■ The students are easily distracted . especially 
when they’re tired. ■ I was distracted by a loud noise. 

2 : to take (attention) away from someone or something ■ 
The local story distracted attention from news of the war 
overseas. 

— distracting adj [more most ~] ■ The music was very 
distracting. ■ a distracting noise 

distracted /di'stnektad/ ctdj [more most ~] : unable to 
think about or pay attention to something : unable to con¬ 
centrate ■ If you’re feeling distracted , take a break. 

— dis-tract-ed-ly adv ■ “I wonder if it's going to snow," she 
said distractedly, [-absentmindedly] 

diS'traC'tion /di'strakjan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : something that makes it difficult to think or pay atten¬ 
tion [count] It was hard to work with so many distractions. • 
One of them created a distraction while the other grabbed 
the money, [noncount] He worked without distraction. 

2 [count] : something that amuses or entertains you so that 
you do not think about problems, work, etc. "He found 
reading to be a good distraction, [-diversion] ■ A weekend at 
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the beach was a good distraction from her troubles. 

3 [noncount] : a state in which you are very annoyed or up¬ 
set • Their endless chatter drove her to distraction. 
dis-traught /di'stra.t/ adj [more most ~~] : very upset 
: so upset that you are not able to think clearly or behave 
normally ■ Distraught relatives are waiting for news of the 
missing children. ■ She was distraught over the death of her 
partner. 

1 distress /di'stres/ noun [noncount] 

1 : unhappiness or pain : suffering that affects the mind or 
body ■ Citizens voiced their distress over delays in fixing the 
problem. • The patient showed no obvious signs of distress. ■ 
He suffered severe emotional distress as a result of the acci¬ 
dent. ■ The new drug can cause abdominal/gastric distress. 
[=stomach pain] ■ a cry of distress ■ He was clearly in distress 
[=very upset] upon hearing the news. 

2 : a very difficult situation in which you do not have 
enough money, food, etc. ■ She’s chosen to devote her life to 
helping those in distress, [-in trouble, in need] ■ Donations 
were given to families in (financial) distress. 

3 of a boat, airplane, etc. : a state of danger or desperate need 

■ The ship was in distress. [=the ship was possibly going to 
sink] • The Coast Guard responded to the ship's distress sig- 
nat/call. [=signal or call for help] 

damsel in distress see damsel 
2 distress verb -tress-es; -tressed; -tress*ing [+ obf] : to 
worry or upset (someone) ■ The news distressed [-disturbed] 
her. — usually used as (be) distressed • I was distressed to 
learn that the hospital had closed. 

— distressing adj [more most ~] • I heard some distress¬ 
ing news. ■ It was distressing to learn that the hospital had 
closed. - dis-tress-ing-ly adv 

distressed adj 

1 [more most ~] : feeling or showing extreme unhappi¬ 
ness or pain ■ He was very distressed [-upset] about the acci¬ 
dent. ■ She felt emotionally and physically distressed. 

2 [more most ~] somewhat formal : not having enough 
money : experiencing financial trouble ■ The government 
provided funds to the economically distressed city. • Dona¬ 
tions were given to financially distressed families. 

3 — used to describe something (such as a piece of clothing 
or furniture) that has been made to look old or to look like 
something that has been used a lot ■ a distressed pair of jeans 

■ distressed leather ■ a distressed oak table 
dis»trib»ute /di'stnbju.t/ verb -utes; -ut«ed; -ut-ing [+ obf] 

1 a : to give or deliver (something) to people ■ She distributes 
[=hands out] the paychecks every week. — usually + to ■ 
He’d been hired to distribute leaflets to people who passed 
by. • The organization distributes food and clothing to needy 
families, b : to deliver (something) to a store or business — 
usually + to ■ The trucking company distributes goods to 
stores throughout the state. ■ One million copies of the CD 
were distributed to stores. 

2 : to divide (something) among the members of a group — 
usually + between or among', often used as (be/get) distributed 

■ The profits are evenly distributed between them. ■ The work 
for the project gets distributed among the editors. 

3 : to spread or place (something) over an area ■ The ma¬ 
chine distributes scatters ] the seeds evenly on the ground. 

— often used as (be/get) distributed ■ Make sure the paint is 
distributed evenly over the surface area. — often used figu¬ 
ratively ■ The player’s 200 pounds are evenly distributed over 
his six-foot frame. ■ The plant is widely distributed through¬ 
out the world. [=the plant grows throughout the world] 

diS»tri«bu«tion /idistra'bju.'Jan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] a : the act of giving or delivering something to 
people ■ The group collects food and clothing for distribution 
to needy families. ■ The distribution of paychecks will hap¬ 
pen every other Friday. ■ The university does not permit dis¬ 
tribution of leaflets on campus, b : the act of delivering 
something to a store or business ■ She was responsible for 
product distribution. ■ The company handles the distribution 
of goods to stores nationwide. — often used before another 
noun ■ The company acquired U.S. distribution rights. ■ dis¬ 
tribution costs ■ a distribution company/center 

2 : the way that something is divided or spread out [count] 
He complained that the distribution of work was unfair. ■ He 
studies the distributions of wildcats in North America, [non¬ 
count] The new design provides better weight distribution. 

diS*trib*U*tor /di'stnbjata*/ noun, pi -tors [count] 

1 : a person or company that supplies stores or businesses 
with goods ■ a software distributor 


2 technical : a device that sends electricity to the spark plugs 
of an engine — see picture at engine 
district /'distnkt/ noun, pi -tricts [count] : an area or sec¬ 
tion of a country, city, or town: such as a : an area estab¬ 
lished by a government for official government business ■ 
postal/election districts ■ Six police officers are in charge of 
the district. ■ She represents the eighth congressional district. 

— see also school district b : an area or section that 
has some special characteristic or purpose ■ a church/sales 
district ■ the city’s entertainment/shopping district ■ He was 
promoted to district manager. [=he was put in charge of that 
company’s activities in a particular district] 

district attorney noun, pi ~ -neys [count]: a lawyer who 
works for the U.S. government in a state, county, etc., and 
who is responsible for starting a criminal case against some¬ 
one — abbr. DA 

district court noun, pi ~ courts [count] law : a court in 
the U.S. in which cases in a particular area are brought to tri¬ 
al; especially : one of the trial courts for cases involving fed¬ 
eral law 

’ dis-trust /dis’trAst/ verb -trusts: -trust-ed; -trust-inq [+ 

obf] : to have no trust or confidence in (someone or some¬ 
thing) : mistrust ■ He generally distrusts doctors. ■ She’s al¬ 
ways distrusted their promises. 

2 distrust noun : lack of trust or confidence : a feeling that 
someone or something is not honest and cannot be trusted 
[noncount] He regards doctors with distrust. [= mistrust ] [«'«- 
gular] He has a distrust of doctors. 

— dis-trust-ful /dis'trAstfal/ adj [more most ~] ■ He is 
generally distrustful [*= mistrustful] of doctors. — distrust¬ 
ful *ly adv ■ He looked distrustfully at them. 

disturb /di'st^b/ verb -turbs; -turbed; -turb-ing [+ obf] 

1 : to stop (someone) from working, sleeping, etc. : to inter¬ 
rupt or bother (someone or something) ■ I’m sorry to disturb 
you at such a late hour. ■ She doesn’t want to be disturbed 
while she’s working. ■ Don’t disturb the baby when he's 
sleeping. ■ The noise disturbed my concentration. ■ They 
were arrested for disturbing the peace. [=behaving in a vio¬ 
lent or noisy manner in public] 

2 : to worry or upset (someone) ■ The news disturbed [dis¬ 
tressed] him. ■ His behavior disturbs me. — often used as (be) 
disturbed ■ I am disturbed at/by his behavior. ■ She way dis¬ 
turbed to learn that her son was failing one of his classes. 

3 : to change the position, arrangement, or order of (some¬ 
thing) ■ The police ordered that nothing be disturbed in the 
room. [=that nothing be touched or moved] • His visit dis¬ 
turbed [disrupted] our morning routine. 

— disturbing adj [more most —] ■ It was a deeply disturb¬ 
ing sight. ■ I thought the movie was very disturbing. — dis- 
turb-ing-ly adv ■ There was a disturbingly high number of 
crimes last year. ■ Disturbingly, the stoiy is true. 

dis-turb-ance /di'stJbans/ noun, pi -anc-es 

1 a : something that stops you from working, sleeping, etc. 
: the act of disturbing someone or something [count] She 
doesn't want any more disturbances while she is studying. ■ 
She suffered from frequent sleep disturbances, [disruptions] 
[noncount] He reacts badly to disturbance of his daily rou¬ 
tine. b : a change in the position, arrangement, or order of 
something [count] Fish are able to detect even slight dis¬ 
turbances in the water. [ noncount ] Disturbance of the river’s 
sediment causes cloudy water. 

2 : violent or noisy behavior especially in public [count] 
Neighbors called the police to report a disturbance. ■ They 
were arrested for creating/causing a disturbance, [non¬ 
count] He was arrested for disturbance of the peace. [=be¬ 
having in a violent or noisy way in public] 

3 : an unhealthy physical or mental condition in which 
something is not normal [count] heart rhythm disturbances ■ 
visual/emotional/mental disturbances [noncount] The vio¬ 
lence that soldiers experience in war can lead to emotional 
disturbance in later years. 

disturbed adj [more most —] 

1 : having or showing evidence of a mental or emotional ill¬ 
ness ■ mentally/emotionally disturbed children 

2 : worried and unhappy "He seems very disturbed about his 
work lately. 

3 of sleep : affected by a disturbance ■ She’d been experienc¬ 
ing disturbed sleep. [=sleep that is interrupted] 

diS*Unit*ed Adisju'naitdd/ adj, chiefly Brit : not able to 
work or agree with other people within the same group, or¬ 
ganization, etc. ■ The rebels seem to be increasingly disunit¬ 
ed. ■ a disunited political party 
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diS*uni*ty /dis'ju:ri3ti/ noun [ noncount]: the state of not be- 
ing able to agree about important things : lack of unity ■ 
They are concerned about disunity [^dissension, disagree¬ 
ment] within the party. 

dis-USe /dis'ju:s/ noun [noncount] : the state of not being 
used : lack of use • The room was dusty from/with disuse. • 
The word fell Into disuse [=people stopped using it] many 
years ago. 

dis-used /dis'ju:zd/ adj, always used before a noun : no 
longer used ■ disused buildings/mines ■ a disused word 
1 ditch /'ditf/ noun, pi ditch-es [count] : a long narrow hole 
that is dug along a road, field, etc., and used to hold or move 
water ■ irrigation ditches ■ He drove the car into the ditch. 

— see also last-ditch 

2 ditch verb ditches; ditched; ditch-ing 

1 [+ obj] informal : to stop having or using (something you 
no longer want or need) : to get rid of (something) ■ The 
thief ditched the purse in an alley. ■ They ditched the car in a 
vacant lot. ■ We’ve ditched [-abandoned] plans to open a cafe 
together. 

2 [+ obj] informal : to end a relationship with (someone) ■ His 
girlfriend ditched him. = He got ditched by his girlfriend. ■ 
The team’s owner ditched [=jired, dismissed] the head coach. 

3 [+ obj] US, informal : to get away from (someone you do 
not want to be with) without saying that you are leaving ■ 
They ditched me at the concert. 

4 [+ obj] US, informal : to not go to (something, such as 
school, work, etc.) ■ Let’s ditch [=skip] school today. ■ He 
ditched [=lejt, quit] school to join the army. 

5 : to land an aircraft on water because of an emergency : to 
crash-land on water [no obj] Engine trouble forced the pilot 
to ditch. [+ obj] He had to ditch the helicopter. 

ditch-wa-ter /•ditfgwarta*/ noun 
(as) dull as ditch water Brit, informal : very boring • The 
book is as dull as ditchwater. [=(US ) (as) dull as dishwater] 
1 dith-er /'di5a7 noun [singular] informal : a very nervous, 
confused, or excited state — usually used in the phrase in a 
dither ■ They’re in a dither over what to do next. ■ The news 
of his arrival had us (all) in a dither. 

2 dither verb -ers; -ered; -er-ing [no obj] informal : to delay 
taking action because you are not sure about what to do • 
We don’t have time to dither. ■ She did not dither about/over 
what to do next. 

— dith-er-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 dl't-tO /'ditou/ adv, informal 

1 — used to say that whatever you have said about one per¬ 
son or thing is also true of another person or thing ■ Boston 
is getting a lot of rain. Ditto New York. [=New York is also 
getting a lot of rain] ■ He is good at baseball, ditto at golf. 

2 — used in speech to show you agree with what someone 
has just said or have the same opinion ■ “I don’t like spin¬ 
ach." “Ditto." [=1 don’t like spinach either] 

2 ditto noun, pi -tos [count] : a pair of marks " used under¬ 
neath a word to save space and show that the word is repeat¬ 
ed where the marks are — called also ditto marks 
dit-ty /'diti/ noun, pi -ties [count] sometimes humorous : a 
short and simple song • Play us a little ditty. 
ditz /'dits/ noun, pi ditz-es [count] chiefly US, informal + 
sometimes disapproving : a silly person who often forgets 
things • His girlfriend is nice but she’s a bit of a ditz. [=his 
girlfriend is somewhat ditzy] 

dit-zy or dit-sy /'ditsi/ adj ditz-i-er or dits-i-er; -est [or 

more most ~] chiefly US, informal : silly and tending to 
forget things : dizzy — used especially of a woman ■ a ditzy 
blonde 

di-liret-ic Adaja'retik/ noun, pi -ics [count] medical : a sub¬ 
stance that increases the amount of urine you pass from 
your body ■ The drug is a diuretic. 

— diuretic adj ■ a diuretic drug/effect 
di-ur-nal /dai'an)/ adi, technical 

1 : active mainly during the day ■ diurnal animals 

— opposite NOCTURNAL 

2 : happening every day ■ diurnal tides 
div. also div abbr division 

di-va /'di.va/ noun, pi -vas [count] 

1 : the main female singer in an opera company 

2 : a famous and successful woman who is very attractive 
and fashionable; especially : an attractive and successful fe¬ 
male performer or celebrity • pop divas • a fashion diva 

di-van /di'vzen/ noun, pi -vans [count] 

1 : a long, low seat that has no back or arms or only part of a 


back and one arm 

2 Brit: a bed that has a thick base and usually no footboard 
1 dive /'daiv/ verb dives; dived /'daivd/ or chiefly US dove 
/’douv/; div-ing [no obj] 

1 : to jump into water with your arms and head going in first 

■ She dove into the swimming pool. • The children like to dive 
off the boat. • The competitors will be diving from the high¬ 
est platform. 

2 : to swim underwater usually while using special equip¬ 
ment to help you breathe ■ Many people enjoy diving on the 
island’s coral reefs. ■ You can’t dive in this water without a 
wet suit. ■ He dives for pearls. [=he dives in order to find 
pearls] — see also scuba dive, skin-dive 

3 : to go underwater or down to a deeper level underwater ■ 
The submarine can dive to 3,000 feet. ■ The whale dove down 
to deeper water. 

4 : to move down through the air at a steep angle ■ We 
watched the hawk dive for its prey. • The plane suddenly 
dove. — see also dive-bomb, nose-dive, skydive 

5 : to fall suddenly and quickly in amount, value, etc. ■ The 
temperature dived [=(more commonly) plunged, dropped] 
down below zero. ■ The stock’s value dove to an all-time low. 

6 : to suddenly jump toward something that is on or near the 
ground ■ The goalie dove in front of the goal. — often + for • 
He dove for the ball. ■ He dove for cover. [=he suddenly 
jumped to a place where he would be safe or protected] — 
sometimes used figuratively ■ Her books always have me div¬ 
ing for my dictionary. [=1 often need a dictionary to under¬ 
stand the words she uses in her books] 

7 informal : to start doing something with enthusiasm — 
usually + into or in • They dove into their work. ■ I’m just not 
ready to dive (right) into another romantic relationship. • 
They sat down at the dinner table and dove (right) In. ^start¬ 
ed eating immediately] ■ We have a lot of things to discuss, so 
let’s dive right in. [=let’s get started immediately] 

8 informal : to quickly reach into (a bag, pocket, etc.) ■ She 
dove into her purse to find some change. 

2 dive noun, pi dives [count] 

1 ; a jump into water with your arms and head going in first 

■ She practiced her dives for the competition. ■ a perfect dive 

2 : an act of swimming underwater usually while using spe¬ 
cial equipment (such as a snorkel or air tank) to help you 
breathe • This will be my first dive on a coral reef. ■ She has 
done dives all around the world. 

3 : a usually steep downward movement of a submarine, air¬ 
plane, bird, etc. ■ The crew of the submarine prepared for a 
dive. • The jet rolled into a dive. 

4 : a sudden quick fall in amount, value, etc. ■ Temperatures 
across the region will take a dive tonight. ■ The stock market 
took a dive. 

5 informal : a bar, nightclub, etc., that is cheap and dirty ■ 
That bar is a real dive. 

6 : a sudden jump or movement toward something that is on 
or near the ground ■ He made a dive for the ditch/ball/gun. • 
He made a dive for cover. [=he suddenly jumped to a place 
where he would be safe or protected] 

dive-bomb /'daiv.baim/ verb -bombs; -bombed; 
-bomb-ing [-\-obj] 

1 ; to drop a bomb from an airplane on (something) after ap¬ 
proaching it at a sharp or steep angle ■ The pilots/planes dive- 
bombed the enemy ships. 

2 : to attack (someone or something) from the air at a sharp 
or steep angle ■ We were dive-bombed by seagulls at the 
beach. 

div-er /'dai \&l noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who dives into water • competitive divers 

2 : a person who swims underwater usually while using spe¬ 
cial equipment to breathe ■ pearl divers ■ a deep-sea diver 

— see also scuba diver, skin diver, skydiver 

di-verge /d3'va<b/ verb -verg-es; -verged; -verg-ing [no 
obj] formal 

1 : to split and move out in different directions from a single 
point ■ A prism causes rays of light to diverge. • “Two roads 
diverged in a yellow wood ..." —Robert Frost, “The Road 
Not Taken” (1916) — opposite CONVERGE 

2 : to be or become different ■ They were close friends in 
college, but after graduation, their lives diverged. • When it 
comes to politics, their opinions/views diverge. [=they have 
different opinions/views] 

— di-ver-gence /da'vaKfeans/ noun, pi -genc-es [count] 
divergences between dialects ■ There is a wide divergence of 
opinion between the parties, [noncount] He is studying the 
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levels of divergence between the species. — di-ver-gent 
/da'v^tfcant/ adj [ more most ~] ■ divergent lines/opin¬ 

ions/cultures ■ Their views are widely divergent. 
di-Verse /dai'va-s ! adj [more most ~] 

1 : different from each other ■ The magazine covers topics as 
diverse [-varied] as chemistry and sculpture. • people with di¬ 
verse interests 

2 : made up of people or things that are different from each 
other ■ His message appealed to a diverse audience. • The 
group of students is very diverse. [=the students are different 
ages, races, etc.] ■ a diverse group of subjects 

— di-verse«ly adv — di-verse*ness noun [noncount] 
di-ver-si-fy /d3'va>sa,fai/ verb -ties; -fied; -fy-ing 

1 : to change (something) so that it has more different kinds 
of people or things [+ obj] The country is diversifying its en¬ 
ergy sources. ■ farmers who want to diversify their crops ■ 
You should diversify your investments. = Your investments 
should be diversified. [=you should invest your money in sev¬ 
eral different ways instead of investing it all in one thing] 
[no obj] Investors should diversify. 

2 : to produce or sell more kinds of products : to increase 
the variety of goods or services produced or offered by 
(someone or something) [+ obj] The new CEO’s chief aim is 
to diversify the company, [no obj] The company needs to di¬ 
versify. • Many publishing companies have diversified into 
online services. 

— di-ver-si-fi-ca*tion /d^va'safs'keijan/ noun [noncount] ■ 
The company’s efforts at diversification have been success¬ 
ful. — di-ver-si-fied adj [more most ~] ■ a diversified 
company ■ a diversified economy [=an economy that has a 
variety of industries] 

di-ver-sion /daV^an/ noun, pi -sions 

1 formal : the act of changing the direction or use of some¬ 
thing : the act of diverting something [count] The bad 
weather forced the diversion of several flights. [=several 
flights had to land somewhere else because of bad weather] ■ 
small diversions of river water for irrigation [noncount] The 
officials were charged with illegal diversion of public funds. 
[=they were charged with using public money illegally for 
some improper purpose] 

2 formal : something that people do because it is enjoyable, 
entertaining, or pleasant [count] Hiking is one of my favor¬ 
ite diversions. ■ Our town offers few diversions. ■ Sports pro¬ 
vide him with a welcome diversion from the pressures of his 
job. [noncount] We’re in need of some diversion, [amuse¬ 
ment. entertainment] 

3 [count] : something that takes attention away from what is 
happening • He created a diversion while his partner stole 
her pocketbook. 

4 [count] Brit : ‘detour 2 ■ The road is closed—please fol¬ 
low the diversion. 

di-ver-siort-ary /da'va^a.neri, Brit d3'v3:33nri/ adj, formal 
: tending or intended to take attention away from someone 
or something important ■ This is nothing more than a diver¬ 
sionary tactic to distract attention from the issues, 
di-ver-si-ty /da'va-sati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 : the quality or state of having many different forms, types, 
ideas, etc. [noncount] The island has more diversity in plant 
life than other islands nearby. ■ biological/genetic/linguistic 
diversity ■ There was some diversity of opinion about what 
should be done. [=people had different opinions about what 
should be done] [count] — usually singular ■ The area has a 
great diversity [= variety] of birds. ■ She has a wide diversity of 
interests. [=she has many different interests] 

2 : the state of having people who are different races or who 
have different cultures in a group or organization [non¬ 
count] The city is known for its cultural/ethnic diversity. • 
The school aims for diversity in its student population. 
[count] — usually singular ■ There is a greater diversity in the 
city’s population now. 

di-vert /da'v^t/ verb -verts; -vert-ed; -vert-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to change the direction or use of (something) ■ Police di¬ 
verted traffic to a side street. ■ The stream was diverted to¬ 
ward the farmland. • They were charged with illegally divert¬ 
ing public funds for private use. 

2 a : to take (attention) away from someone or something ■ 
He lied to divert attention from the real situation. ■ They’re 
only proposing the law to divert attention from important is¬ 
sues. b : to take the attention of (someone) away from 
something or someone • Nothing can divert [-distract] me 
from my goal. 

3 formal : to entertain (someone) ■ The children diverted 


[=(more commonly) amused] themselves with games. 

— diverting adj [more most ~] ■ some fairly/mildy divert¬ 
ing [=(more commonly) amusing, entertaining] books/ 
movies/evenings 

di-vest /dai'vcst/ verb -vests; -vest-ed; -vest-ing [+ obj] 
finance : to sell (something valuable, such as property or 
stocks) ■ The company is divesting 8 of its 20 stores. ■ We may 
have to divest assets to raise capital/money. 
divest of [phrasal verb] formal 1 divest (someone or some¬ 
thing) of (something) : to take (something) away from 
(someone or something else) : to cause (someone or some¬ 
thing) to lose or give up (something) ■ The document does 
not divest her of her right to use the property. — often 
used as (be) divested ■ He was divested of his title/power/ 
dignity. 2 divest (yourself) of (something) a : to sell or 
give away (possessions, money, etc.) ■ She divested herself 
of most of her possessions, b old-fashioned : to remove 
(clothing, equipment, etc.) from your body ■ He divested 
himself of his coat. 

— di-vest-ment /dai'vcstmant/ noun, pi -ments [count] 
asset divestments [noncount] the divestment of assets 

di-ves-ti-tlire /dai'vesta, tfu&f noun.pl -tures finance : the 
act of selling stock, property, etc., because of a government 
order [count] Divestitures are used to break up monopolies. 
[noncount] Before divestiture , the telephone company mo¬ 
nopolized the state. 

1 divide /da'vaid/ verb -vides; -vid-ed; -vid-ing 

1 a : to separate (something) into two or more parts or piec¬ 
es [+ obj] He divided [=split] the loaf in half. ■ The river di¬ 
vides the town. [=parts of the town are on both sides of the 
river] ■ She divided the pie into eight pieces. • The equator di¬ 
vides the Earth into two hemispheres. ■ The teacher divided 
the class (up) into four groups. = The teacher divided (up) 
the class into four groups. — often used as (be) divided ■ The 
class was divided (up) into four groups. ■ The book is divided 
into three sections, [no obj] The cells divide rapidly. ■ The 
river divides after the bridge, b [+ obj] : to separate (some¬ 
thing) into classes or categories ■ We divided (up) the beads 
according to size and color. ■ The author divides literature 
into three categories. [=the author says that there are three 
categories of literature] — often used as (be) divided ■ Ani¬ 
mals can be divided into several major types. 

2 [+ obj] a : to give (something) out in usually equal 
amounts ■ They divided [=distributed] the profits between/ 
among themselves. ■ We divided the work (up) equally. ■ 
They divided (up) [^shared] the remaining food, b : to use 
(your time, energy, etc.) for two or more purposes or activi¬ 
ties — usually + between ■ He divides his energy between 
sports and school. ■ Her time is divided between home, work, 
and school. 

3 [+ obj] : to cause (something) to be separate or apart from 
something else ■ A tall fence divides the two yards. — often + 
from • Her cubicle is divided from his by a low wall. ■ A 
screen divides (off) the dining area from the living room. 

4 [+ obj] a : to separate (people) into groups that disagree ■ 
The war divided the nation. ■ The divorce divided the family. 

— often used as (be) divided • The nation was divided by war. 
= We were a nation divided by war. b : to cause (opinions, 
views, etc.) to not agree — usually used as (be) divided ■ 
Opinions on the issue are divided. [=people do not agree 
about the issue] 

5 mathematics : to calculate how many times one number 
contains another number [+ obj] Divide 8 by 2. ■ Eight divid¬ 
ed by two is four. [=8 4- 2 = 4: % = 4] [no obj] The teacher 
taught the children how to divide. ■ Two divides evenly into 
eight. [=eight can be divided into two an exact number of 
times with nothing left over] — compare multiply 
divide and conquer or divide and rule : to make a group 

of people disagree and fight with one another so that they 
will not join together against you ■ His military strategy is 
to divide and conquer. 

2 divide noun, pi -vides [count] 

f chiefly US : a line of hills or mountains from which rivers 
drain : a ridge between two rivers : watershed 
2 : a separation of people into two or more groups that is 
caused by different opinions or beliefs or by a disagreement 

— usually singular ■ The argument created a divide within 
the group. — usually + among or between ■ We must bridge 
the divide among races. ■ the divide between generations 

divided adj 

1 [more most ~] : separated by different opinions : in a 
state of disagreement ■ Experts are sharply divided on/over 
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the issue. ■ The issue has created a deeply divided nation. 

2 : given to two or more people or things rather than to just 
one person or thing ■ She feels like she only gets her mother's 
divided attention. ■ He has divided loyalties. [=he is trying to 
be loyal to opposing groups, ideals, etc.] 
divided highway noun, pi ~ -ways [count] US : a major 
road that has something (such as a guardrail or an area with 
grass and trees) that separates lanes of traffic moving in op¬ 
posite directions — called also (Brit) dual carriageway 
dividend /'div3,dend/ noun, pi -dends [count] 

1 finance : an amount of a company’s profits that the com¬ 
pany pays to people who own stock in the company ■ Profits 
are distributed to shareholders/stockholders as dividends. 

2 : an advantage or benefit that you get because of some¬ 
thing you have done — usually plural ■ Eating healthy and 
exercising yields big dividends. ■ Our efforts are finally pay¬ 
ing dividends. [=we are finally benefiting from our efforts] 

3 mathematics : a number that is being divided by another 
number ■ In the equation 8 t 2 = 4, eight is the dividend. 

— compare divisor 
di*vid*er /da'vaida-/ noun, pi -ers 

1 [count] a : a thing that keeps two spaces or areas separate 
• Concrete barriers are used as highway dividers, b : some¬ 
one or something that causes people to disagree with one an¬ 
other ■ She has proven to be a divider of people. ■ He says 
that he’s a uniter, not a divider. 

2 dividers [plural] : a tool that consists of two pointed sticks 
joined at the top and that is used for measuring or marking 
lines and angles ■ a pair of dividers 

dividing line noun, pi —- lines [count] : a line or object that 
separates two areas ■ The dividing lines on the street were 
newly painted. ■ A fence marked the dividing line between 
the two properties. — often used figuratively ■ the dividing 
line between right and wrong 

div*i«na*tion /^iva'neijan/ noun [noncount] : the practice 
of using signs (such as an arrangement of tea leaves or cards) 
or special powers to predict the future ■ the art of reading tea 
leaves and other forms of divination 
1 di-vine /da'vain/ adj 

1 : relating to or coming from God or a god ■ divine will/law/ 
love/inspiration ■ They prayed for divine intervention/help. • 
The pharaohs of ancient Egypt were considered divine. 
[=were considered to be gods] ■ a divine ruler [=a ruler who is 
believed to be a god] ■ divine beings 

2 [more most ~] informal + somewhat old-fashioned : very 
good ■ This pie is divine, [-heavenly] ■ You look divine. 

— di-vine-ly adv ■ a divinely inspired prophet ■ divinely 
[= wonderfully ] clever 

2 divine verb -vines; -vined; -vin-ing [+ obj] formal + literary 
: to discover or understand (something) without having di¬ 
rect evidence ■ He divined [=(more commonly) sensed] her 
unhappiness before she said a word. ■ divine the answer to a 
question 

di-vin-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 formal + literary : a person who uses special powers to pre¬ 
dict future events • Diviners foretold of the event. 

2 : a person who searches for water under the ground by us¬ 
ing a special stick (called a divining rod) - a water diviner 

divine right noun [singular] 

1 ; the right that is supposedly given to a king or queen by 
God to rule a country ■ He ruled by divine right. 

2 informal : the right to do or have something without hav¬ 
ing to ask permission ■ My boss seems to think he has a di¬ 
vine right to order people around. 

diving noun [noncount] 

1 : a sport or activity in which people dive into water from a 
diving board or a platform ■ He won a gold medal in diving. 

2 : a sport or activity in which people swim underwater 
while using special equipment to breathe ■ He likes deep-sea 
diving. ■ We went diving on the coral reef. — often used be¬ 
fore another noun • diving equipment • diving lessons — see 
also SCUBA DIVING 

diving bell noun, pi ~ bells [count]: a large container that 
is open at the bottom, filled with air, and lowered into deep 
water to provide a dry place for underwater workers 
diving board noun, pi ~ boards [count]: a board above a 
swimming pool, lake, etc., that people can jump off of to 
dive into the water 

divining rod noun, pi rods [count] : a stick that is usual¬ 
ly shaped like a Y and is used by some people to search for 
an underground source of water — called also dowsing rod 
di-vin-i-ty /da'vinati/ noun, pi -ties 


1 [noncount] : the state of 
being a god : the state of 
being divine ■ Christians 
believe in the divinity of 
Jesus Christ. 

2 [count] : a god or god¬ 
dess • Hindu divinities • 
the divinities of ancient 
Greece 

3 [noncount] : the formal 
study of religion, religious practices, and religious beliefs ■ a 
doctor of divinity • a divinity student • She attends the divinity 
school. [=a professional school that teaches religious sub¬ 
jects and trains people for religious jobs] 

di-ViS-i-ble /da'vizabal/ adj, not used before a noun : able to 
be divided • 9 is divisible by 3 ■ (formal ) The piece of land is 
divisible into three small lots. 
di-vi-sion /d3'vi33n/ noun, pi -sions 

1 : the act or process of dividing something into parts : the 
way that something is divided [noncount] the process of cell 
division [singular] a division of profits into equal shares • 
Their society has a clear division of labor between men and 
women. [=in their society, the men do one kind of work and 
the women do another kind of work] 

2 [count] : something that physically divides or separates 
something else — often + between ■ A line of trees served as a 
division between our property and theirs. 

3 [noncount] mathematics : the process of finding out how 
many times one number is contained in another ■ After 
learning multiplication, the students were taught division. 

— see also long division 

4 [count]: a group of people who do a particular job within a 
larger organization (such as a government, business, or 
school) • She was transferred to a different division within 
the company. ■ He worked for many years in the news divi¬ 
sion [=department] of a major television network. 

5 [count] : a large military group ■ The infantry division is 
made up of five brigades. 

6 [count] a : a group of teams that form one section of a 
sports league ■ There are five teams in the league’s western 
division. ■ Both divisions in the league have agreed to the new 
rules. • teams that are in the first/second division b : a 
group of people who are similar in age, size, etc., and who 
compete against each other — usually singular ■ She finished 
third in her division at the national championships. ■ boxers 
competing in the heavyweight division 

7 : a situation in which different groups, countries, etc., 
have different opinions, beliefs, or ways of life that separate 
them from each other [count] We’re attempting to resolve 
the divisions [=disagreements] between our two countries. ■ 
There were serious divisions within the party on a number of 
issues. ■ The book explores the racial and economic divisions 
in/of our society, [noncount] The issue caused division with¬ 
in the group. 

8 [count] : any one of the parts or groups that form some¬ 
thing : section ■ a major division of the earth’s surface 

di-vi-sion-al /da'vigan]/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : of or relating to a large division of a business or a branch 
of the military ■ the divisional manager/commander 

2 : of or relating to a group of teams that make up one part 
of a sports league ■ the divisional champion/play-offs 

division sign noun, pi ~~ signs [count] mathematics : the 
symbol ~ that is used to show that two numbers are to be di¬ 
vided into each other — usually singular 
di-vi-sive /da'vaisiv/ adj [more most ~] formal : causing 

a lot of disagreement between people and causing them to 
separate into different groups ■ divisive issues like abortion 

— di-vi-sive-ness noun [noncount] 

di-vi-SOr /da'vaiZB 1 / noun, pi -sors [count] mathematics 
: the number by which another number is being divided — 
usually singular ■ In the equation 8-2 = 4, two is the divisor. 

— compare dividend 

1 divorce /da'vo&s/ noun, pi -vorc*es 

1 : the ending of a marriage by a legal process [count] Since 
getting a divorce , she has been raising her children alone. ■ 
They went through a lengthy/messy divorce, [noncount] 
Their marriage ended in divorce. ■ They are filing for divorce. 
[=they are filing a paper with the courts asking that their 
marriage be legally ended] ■ Financial problems are a leading 
cause of divorce. — often used before another noun - a di¬ 
vorce lawyer/court ■ a high divorce rate ■ divorce proceedings 

2 [count] formal : a complete separation between two things 
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— usually singular ■ a divorce between theory and practice 
2 divorce verb -vorces; -vorced; -voroing 

1 : to legally end your marriage with (your husband or wife) 
[+ obj] After years of unhappiness, she decided to divorce 
him. [no obj ] They both agreed it was best to divorce. 

2 [+ obj] formal : to make or keep (something) separate ■ 
Their constitution divorces church and state. — often + from 
■ The organization hasn’t yet fully divorced itself from its 
troubled past. 

— divorced adj ■ They're getting divorced. ■ He’s been di¬ 
vorced since 2003. ■ a divorced man = a man who is divorced 
■ a theory that is completely divorced from reality [=a 
wrong theory that shows no connection to reality] 

di*VOr*ce /da^oa'sei/ noun, pi -ces [count] chiefly US : a 
man who is divorced 

di*VOr*Cee /da^oa-'sei/ noun, pi -cees [count] : a divorced 
person; especially : a woman who is divorced 
diV'Ot /'divat/ noun, pi -Ots [count] : a loose piece of grass 
and dirt that is dug out of the ground when the ground is 
struck by something (such as a golf club) 
di*vulge /da'vAlcfe/ verb -vulg-es; -vulged; -vulg-ing [+ 
obj] formal : to make (information) known : to give (infor¬ 
mation) to someone ■ She refused to divulge [=reveal, tell] the 
name of her informant. ■ The company will not divulge its 
sales figures. 

div-vy /'divi/ verb -vies; -vied; -vy-ing 

divvy up [phrasal verb] divvy (something) up or divvy up 
(something) informal: to divide or share (something) ■ We 
divvied up the money. 

Dix-ie-land/'diksijsend/nou/z [noncount] : a type of tradi¬ 
tional American jazz music that was popular in the 1920s 
DIY/ ,di:,ai'wa \l adj, always used before a noun : DO-IT-your¬ 
self ■ a DIY home improvement project ■ DIY home repair 
diZ'Zy /'dizi/ adj diz-zi-er; -est 

1 : feeling that you are turning around in circles and are go¬ 
ing to fall even though you are standing still ■ The children 
were dizzy after spinning in circles. • I’m feeling a bit weak 
and dizzy. I think I’m having a dizzy spell. 

2 : mentally or emotionally upset or confused ■ Complex 
math problems make me dizzy. - dizzy with anger/relief 

3 always used before a noun ; causing you to feel dizzy: such 
as a : very high • looking down from dizzy heights — some¬ 
times used figuratively ■ She has reached the dizzy heights of 
vice president, b : very fast ■ Prices rose at a dizzy rate. ■ the 
dizzy pace of our lives 

4 informal : very silly and tending to forget things — used 
especially of a woman ■ an actress who is known for playing 
dizzy [=ditzy] blondes 

— diZ'ZMy /'dizsli/ adv ■ He staggered dizzily toward the 
couch. — dlz*zi*ness /'dizinas/ noun [noncount] ■ This 
medicine may cause dizziness and nausea. 

diz-zy-ing /'dizijirj/ adj, always used before a noun : causing 
or likely to cause dizziness ■ The cars move at dizzying speeds 
around the track. ■ a dizzying array of choices ■ the skyscrap¬ 
er’s dizzying heights 

DJ /'di:,c&ei/ noun, pi DJs [count ]: disc jockey 
djinn /'cfcin / variant spelling of jinni 

DL abbr disabled list ■ He was put on the DL for the remain¬ 
der of the season. 

DMV abbr, US Department of Motor Vehicles • I’m going to 
the DMV this afternoon to get my driver’s license renewed. 
DMZ abbr demilitarized zone • Forces were not allowed in 
the DMZ. 

DNA /,di: ,en'ei/ noun [noncount] : a substance that carries 
genetic information in the cells of plants and animals — of¬ 
ten used before another noun ■ DNA analysis ■ DNA testing ■ 
a DNA fingerprint [=a sample of a person’s DNA that can be 
used to identify someone, such as a criminal] ■ DNA finger¬ 
printing "v* DNA is an abbreviation of “deoxyribonucleic 
acid.” — compare nucleic acid, rna 
1 dO /‘du;/ verb does /'dAz/; did /'did/; done /'dAn/; doling 
/'du:wiq/ 

1 a : to perform (an action or activity) [+ obj] We should do 
something special to celebrate your birthday. • This crime 
was done deliberately. ■ I have to do some chores this after¬ 
noon. ■ Tell me what to do and I’ll do it. ■ I’m obliged to do 
my duty. ■ He does his work without complaining. ■ I do the 
ironing on Wednesdays and the cooking on Thursdays. [=1 
iron on Wednesdays and cook on Thursdays] ■ I did a favor 
for him. = I did him a favor. ■ “What do you do with this le¬ 
ver? = What does this lever do ?” “It operates the pump." ■ He 


did a lot for us. ■ What can I do to help you? = What can I do 
for you? [=how can/may I help you?] ■ What have I done to 
you to make you so angry? ■ Have you done something to/ 
with this room? [=have you changed this room in some 
way?] It looks different. ■ My knee is sore. I must have done 
something to it [=1 must have hurt it] when I fell. ■ Don’t just 
stand there: do something ! [=take some sort of action to stop 
what is happening] ■ We need to do something about this 
problem. [=we need to take some action to correct this prob¬ 
lem] ■ All we can do is hope for the best. [=there is no other 
action we can take except to hope for the best] ■ I didn’t do 
it! = I didn’t do anything ! [=1 didn’t do what you said I did] ■ 
Are you doing anything right now? [=are you busy right 
now?] • If you’re not doing anything this evening [=if you’re 
not busy this evening], why not come over for dinner? ■ 
"What are you doing this weekend?” “I’m just relaxing at 
home.” • What is the stock market doing now: rising or fall¬ 
ing? • What have I done with my keys? [=where did I put my 
keys?] ■ My hair is a mess. I can’t do anything with it. • 
There’s nothing to do in this town on a Saturday night! [no 
obj] Do as I say, not as I do. [=do the things that I say you 
should do, not the things that I do myself] ■ Shut up and do 
as you’re toldl [=do what I tell you to do] b [+ obj] — used 
with what to ask or talk about a person’s job ■ “What does 
your husband do ?’’ "He’s a writer.” • She’s a lawyer. I’m not 
sure what her husband does. ■ What does she do for a living ? 
[=what is her job?] 

2 [+ obj] : to finish working on (something) ■ His mother 
won’t let him watch television until he has done his home¬ 
work. ■ I’ve only done three of the walls so far—I’ll paint the 
last one tomorrow. — compare 2 done 1 

3 [no obj] — used to describe the success or progress of 
someone or something ■ "How is she doing in school?" "She 
did badly/poorly at first, but now she's doing much better.’’ ■ 
She does well in math but badly in history. ■ The company is 
doing well. ■ How is the stock market doing these days? ■ He 
started out poor, worked hard, did very well (for himself) in 
business [=was very successful in business], and died rich. 
How are you doing? or (very informally) How you doing? is 
used as a greeting. ■ “Hi, Dave. How are you doing?" “I’m 
fine, thanks. How are you?” 

4 [+ obj] — used to describe the effect that something has ■ 
You’ve been working too hard. A few days off will do you 
(some) good. [=a few days off will be good for you] ■ We 
didn't mean to do him (any) harm. [=to harm him] ■ Criticism 
can do people a lot of harm/damage; praise can do people a 
lot of good. ■ The new design doesn’t do much for me. [=1 
don’t like the new design very much] ■ That hat does nothing 
for you. [=that hat does not look good on you] 

5 — used to describe the amount of effort someone makes 
[+ obj] She did nothing to help us. [=she did not try to help us 
at all] ■ I did my best. = I did my utmost. = I did all that I 
could. = I did everything I could, [no obj] I did as well as I 
could. 

6 [+ obj] a : to create or produce (something) ■ a writer who 
is doing a new biography on Abraham Lincoln • a painter 
who has done some beautiful landscapes b : to perform in 
or be the producer or director of (a movie, play, etc.) ■ an ac¬ 
tress who has done several hit movies ■ a director who is do¬ 
ing a play on Broadway 

7 [+ obj] a ; to play (a role or character) ■ an actor who did 
Hamlet on Broadway b : to pretend to be (someone, such 
as a famous person) : to copy the speech and appearance of 
(someone) ■ a comedian who does a great George Bush [=a 
comedian who does a very good and entertaining imitation 
of George Bush] c informal : to behave like (someone) ■ I 
wish he’d do a Houdini and disappear. [=1 wish he’d go away] 

8 [+ obj] a : to wash or clean (something) • It’s your turn to 
do [-wash] the laundry. • The woman we hired to clean our 
house doesn’t do windows, b : to decorate (a place) ■ They 
did the bedroom in blue and the living room in green. — see 
also do over 2 (below) c : to make (someone’s face, hair, 
etc.) more attractive by putting on makeup, etc. ■ She want¬ 
ed to do her face before the party. ■ She had her hair done 
[■=styled] at the beauty parlor. ■ She was doing her fingernails/ 
nails, d : to put on (makeup) ■ It took her a few minutes to 
do her makeup. 

9 [+ obj] : to cook or prepare (food) ■ I like my steak done 
rare. ■ I’ll do the salad while you do the pasta. — compare 
2 done 2 

10 [+ obj] : to make or sell (a product) ■ This is the compa¬ 
ny’s most popular computer, but they also do a less expen¬ 
sive model. 
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11 [+ obj] chiefly US, informal: to participate in (an activity) 
with other people • We should do dinner some time. [=we 
should have dinner together some time] • do a meeting 
[=have a meeting] ■ We should do a movie [=go to a movie] 
this weekend. — see also do lunch at 1 LUNCH 

12 [+ obj] : to go to (a place) when traveling ■ a group of 
tourists who are doing [=visiting] 12 countries in 30 days 

13 [+ obj] a : to move or travel (a distance) ■ We did [-trav¬ 
eled] 500 miles yesterday, b : to move at (a speed) • They 
were doing [=going, driving ] 85 on the turnpike. ■ That plane 
can do [=go] 1,400 mph! 

14 [+ obj] : to be in a place for (a period of time) ■ He did 
[=spent\ two years in college before he dropped out.; espe¬ 
cially : to be in a prison for (a period of time) ■ He did 
[=served\ five years (in prison) for robbery. • He has been do¬ 
ing time in a federal penitentiary. — sometimes used figura¬ 
tively ■ I’ve done my time at that terrible job, and now it’s 
time to move on. 

15a : to be enough : to be adequate [no obj] 1 don’t need 
any more cake, thank you. One piece will do. [=one piece is 
enough] ■ I’d prefer to use glue, but tape will/would do. [+ 
obj] (informal ) One piece of cake will do me. [=one piece of 
cake is enough for me] b Phrases like that will do (it) and 
that should do (it) are used in informal speech to tell some¬ 
one that you do not want or need anything more. ■ “Would 
you like anything else?” “No, that’ll do it." = “No, that should 
do it." That will do it and that should do it are also used to say 
that you have finished doing something or are about to fin¬ 
ish doing something. • I just have one more letter to sign and 
that should do it. [=and then I’ll be finished] lhat will do is 
also sometimes used to tell someone (such as a child) to stop 
doing or saying something that is bothering you or making 
you angry. • lhat will do [-that's enough], young man: one 
more word out of you and you’re grounded! C 4- The 
phrase that does it is used to say that you have finished doing 
something. • I just need to sign one more letter... There, 
that does it. lhat does it is also used in angry speech to say 
that you will not accept or allow something anymore. ■ 
“They say we’ll have to wait another hour.” “ lhat does it\ 
We’re leaving right now!” 

16 [no obj ] : to be proper — used in negative statements ■ It 
doesn’t do for a doctor to become too friendly with his pa¬ 
tients. = It won’t/wouldn’t do for a doctor to become too 
friendly with his patients. [=a doctor should not become too 
friendly with his patients] ■ Such behavior will never dol 
[=such behavior should not be allowed] ■ We should leave 
soon. It won't do to be late. • This is a formal occasion, so 
jeans simply won’t do. [=jeans are not appropriate] ■❖•In U.S. 
English, this sense of do has a somewhat formal or old- 
fashioned quality. — compare 2 done 3 

17 [+ obj] informal : to use (illegal drugs) • He says that he 
doesn’t do drugs anymore. 

18 [no obj] informal a : to happen ■ Is there anything doing 
tomorrow? ■ There is nothing doing around here. • Let’s find 
out what’s doing downtown, b ❖ People ask what is some¬ 
thing/someone doing — ? when they are surprised or upset 
about where someone or something is. • What are all my 
clothes doing (lying/scattered) on the floor? [=why are all my 
clothes on the floor?] ■ What were you doing (standing) out¬ 
side in the rain? [=why were you outside in the rain?] People 
ask what is someone doing with (something)? when they are 
surprised or upset because someone has something. ■ What 
are you doing with my notebook? = What do you think you’re 
doing with my notebook? [=why do you have my notebook?] 

19 [+ obj] informal + offensive : to have sex with (someone) 
be to do with see have to do with (below) 

do a number on see ‘number 

do away with [phrasal verb] 1 do away with (someone) : to 
kill (someone) ■ She’s accused of hiring a hit man to do 
away with [-murder, do in] her husband. 2 do away with 
(something) : to cause the end of (something) : to get rid 
of (something) ■ Hie struggling company had to do away 
with a number of jobs. 
do battle see 'battle 

do by [phrasal verb] do by (someone) : to deal with or treat 
(someone) well or badly • She feels that they did poorly/ 
badly by her. [=that they treated her poorly/badly] • They 
did pretty well by me when I retired. [=they treated me 
pretty well when I retired] — see also hard done by at 
2 hard 

do down [phrasal verb] do (someone) down Brit, informal 
: to talk about (someone) in an insulting or critical way ■ 
She thinks that if she does everybody else down, people 


will think more highly of her. • Stop doing yourself down: 
you’ve got a lot to offer! 

do for [phrasal verb] do for (someone) Brit, informal 1 : to 
cause the death or ruin of (someone) • All that hard work 
nearly did for him. [=nearly killed him] — see also done for 
at 2 done 2 : to do the cleaning and cooking for (some¬ 
one) ■ Mrs. Jones does for the vicar now his wife’s passed 
on. 

do good see 2 good 

do in [phrasal verb] do (someone) in informal 1 a : to kill 
(someone) • They threatened to do him in if he didn’t pay 
the money he owed them. • He’s been so depressed lately 
that his friends are afraid he might do himself in. [=he II 
might kill himself] : to cause the death of (someone) a He ■■ 
struggled with lung disease for many years, but it was a 
heart attack that finally did him in. b : to cause the fail¬ 
ure of (someone) ■ His inability to attract Southern voters 
is what finally did him in as a presidential candidate. [=he 
failed because he was unable to attract Southern voters] ■ a 
businessman who was done in by greed 2 : to make 
(someone) very tired ■ Working in the garden all day really 
did me in. = After working in the garden all day, I was/felt 
done in. [= exhausted ] — see also done in at 2 done 
do it informal : to have sex ■ They’ve kissed—but have they 
actually done ifl 
do justice see justice 

do out of [phrasal verb] do (someone) out of (something) in¬ 
formal : to unfairly prevent (someone) from getting or 
having (something) ■ I’ve been done out of what was right¬ 
fully mine! ■ They did [-cheated] him out q/'his inheritance. 
do over [phrasal verb] 1 do (something) over US : to do 
(something) again • I made a mistake when I measured the 
window and I had to do it over (again). ■ If I had to do it 
(all) over again, I would have stayed in college. 2 do 
(something) over or do over (something) : to decorate or 
change a room, house, etc., so that it looks very different ■ 
We’re planning to do over the kitchen next year. 3 do 
(someone) over or do over (someone) Brit, informal : to at¬ 
tack and beat (someone) ■ He got done over by a gang of 
teenagers. 

do someone proud see proud 
do the trick see 'trick 

do up [phrasal verb] 1 do up (something) or do (something) 
up a : to decorate (something) ■ They did up the room in 
bright colors for the party. = The room was all done up in 
bright colors for the party, b : to adjust (something, such 
as your hair) in a particular way ■ She did up her hair in a 
ponytail, c chiefly Brit : to wrap (something) ■ packages 
done up [=wrapped up] in paper and ribbon d chiefly Brit 
: to repair (something) • do up [=fix up] old furniture ■ do 
up an old house 2 do (someone) up : to dress (someone) 
up : to put attractive clothes, makeup, etc., on (someone) • 

She really did herself up for the party. = She was all done 
up for the party. 3 do up or do (something) up or do up 
(something) of clothing \ to be fastened or to fasten (some¬ 
thing) with buttons, a zipper, etc. • a dress that does up at 
the back = a dress that is done up at the back ■ She did up 
her dress. • buttons that do up easily = buttons that you can 
do up easily [=buttons that can be easily buttoned] 
do well ❖ If you would do well to do something, you should 
do it. ■ You would do well to avoid him right now. [=you 
should avoid him right now] If you did well to do some¬ 
thing, you were correct to do it. • You did well to avoid him 
when he was in a bad mood. If you did well to escape, sur¬ 
vive, etc., you were lucky to escape, survive, etc. ■ When 
the tornado hit, they did well to escape uninjured. 
do with [phrasal verb] do with (something) : to be helped by 
having (something) ■ I could (really) do with a cup of hot 
coffee right now! [=1 could use a cup of coffee; I would 
like/appreciate a cup of coffee] • I could do with a little less 
criticism right now, if you don’t mind! 
do without [phrasal verb] do without or do without (some¬ 
thing or someone) : to not have (something) : to live, 
work, etc., without having (something) • If you can’t afford 
a new car, you’ll just have to do without (one). ■ I don’t 
know how we ever did without computers. ■ I’d like to get a 
new car, but I can do without it for now. ^ The phrase can/ 
could do without is often used to say that you do not like 
or approve of something. • I enjoy traveling, but I can do 
without having to wait around in crowded airports. [=1 
don’t like having to wait around] ■ He was late again. 
That’s the kind of selfish behavior I could do without, 
do your bit see 'bit 
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easy does it see 2 easy 

have to do with 1 or chiefly Brit be to do with a : to re¬ 
late to (something) : to be about (something) ■ The prob¬ 
lem has to do with fishing rights. = (chiefly Brit ) The prob¬ 
lem is to do with fishing rights. ■ “What does her husband 
do?” “I think it has something to do with computers.” = “I 
think it's got something to do with computers.” [=it in¬ 
volves computers in some way] b : to relate to or involve 
(someone) ■ That’s your problem: It has nothing to do with 
me! = ( chiefly Brit ) It’s nothing to do with me! [=it doesn’t in¬ 
volve me in any way; it’s not my problem] ■ You’re wrong. 
It’s got everything to do with you: you’re legally responsi¬ 
ble for what went wrong. 2 : to be involved in or in some 
way responsible for (something) ■ He claims that he had 
nothing to do with the accident. = He claims that he didn’t 
have anything to do with the accident. [=that he was not in¬ 
volved in the accident] ■ He claims he wasn’t involved, but 
I know he had something to do with it. 3 A If you do not 
want to have anything to do with someone or if you want 
nothing to do with someone, you do not want to be in¬ 
volved with that person in any way. ■ She thinks he’s a liar 
and she refuses to have anything to do with him. [=she re¬ 
fuses to talk to him, to see him, etc.] ■ After the way he’s 
treated me, I want nothing (further) to do with him. = I don’t 
want (to have) anything further) to do with him. 
how do you do? see ‘how 
make do see 'make 
nothing doing see 'nothing 

— compare 2 do 

2 do verb does; did; doing; negative forms do not or don’t; 
“Hid not or didn’t; does not or doesn’t [auxiliary verb ] 
la — used before the subject in a question ■ Do you play 
the piano? ■ How well do you play the piano? ■ What did he 
say? ■ What does her husband do for a living? ■ When does 
the train leave? b — used to form brief questions (called 
tag questions) that come at the end of a statement ■ You play 
the piano, don’t you? ■ So you play the piano, do you? • Her 
husband works with computers, doem’t he? 

2 a — used with not to form negative statements "I do not 
know. = I don’t know. ■ I don’t believe anything he says, b 

— used with not to form commands ■ Do not lie to me! = 
(more commonly) Don’t lie to me! ■ Don’t touch the stove. ■ 
Don’t be afraid. Everything will be all right. C somewhat for¬ 
mal — used before the subject in a statement after words 
like never, seldom , and rarely ■ Never did he see his native 
land again. [=he never saw his native land again] ■ Seldom do 
we experience such joy! [=we seldom experience such joy] 

3 — used to replace another verb or verb phrase ■ “May I 
come in?” “Yes, (please) do." ■ You work harder than I do. • 
"Do you play the piano?” “No, I don’t , but my sister does." • 
He works hard and I do, too. = He works hard and so do I. ■ 
Don’t touch the stove: if you do, you'll bum yourself! ■ She 
asked me to open the window, which I did. = What I did was 
(to) open the window when she asked me to. ■ ( informal) 
"Can you finish it by tomorrow?” “Sure, boss, will do!” [=1 
will finish it by tomorrow] ■ (ir\formal) "Can you finish it by 
tomorrow?” "Sorry, boss, no can do!" [=1 can’t finish it by to¬ 
morrow] ■ (Brit) "Are you going to the party?” “I might do." 
[=1 might] ■ (Brit) He can work hard and I can do too. [=1 can 
too] ■ (Brit) Would you mind feeding the dog if nobody else 
already has done ? [=if nobody else already has] 

4 a — used to make a statement stronger ■ You really do 
look lovely today! ■ “It hurts!" “Well, I did warn you it would 
sting a little!” ■ I never did like him much. ■ Oh, do be quiet! 
b somewhat formal — used as a polite way to tell or urge 
someone to do something ■ Do come in and have a seat. ■ Do 
come and see us again soon. ■ Do be careful. 

— compare 1 do 

3 do noun, pi dos [count] informal 

1 : something that a person should do — usually used in the 
phrase dos and don’ts • She told her daughter about the dos 
and don 'ts of dating. [=about the things that she should and 
should not do when dating someone] 

2 US : a way of cutting and arranging a person’s hair : hair¬ 
do ■ She was worried that the wind might mess up her do. 

3 ; a party or social gathering ■ We threw a big do for her af¬ 
ter graduation. 

— compare 4 do 

4 dO /'dou/ or chiefly Brit doh noun [ noncount ]: the first note 
of a musical scale ■ do, re, mi, fa, sol, la, ti — compare 3 DO 
DOA abbr dead on arrival In U.S. English, people who are 
dead when brought to a hospital are said to be DOA. ■ The 
patient was DOA. — sometimes used figuratively ■ Because 


of budget cuts, the proposed park is DOA. 
do-able /'dmwabal/a*# [more most ~]: able to be done ■ 
It will be difficult, but it’s still doable. 

DOB abbr date of birth 

Do-ber-man pin-scher /.doubaTnan'pm.fay noun, pi ~ 
-schers [count] : a type of tall, thin, muscular dog with 
short hair that is usually black and tan — called also Dober¬ 
man 

dOC /'dcr.k/ noun, pi docs [count] informal : doctor ■ Am I 
going to be OK, doc ? 
dOC. abbr document 

dOC-ile /'dcr.sal, Brit 'd3u,sail/ adj [more most ~] : easily 
taught, led, or controlled ■ His students were docile and eager 
to learn. ■ a docile, well-behaved pet 

— doc-ile-ly adv ■ The horses behaved docilely. — do-cil-i- 
ty /da'silsti, Brit dsu'silati/ noun [noncount] ■ This breed is 
known for its gentleness and docility. 

1 dock /'dark/ noun, pi docks 

1 a : an area of water in a port where ships are loaded, un¬ 
loaded, or repaired [count] A crowd was waiting at the dock 
to greet them. [ noncount ] The ship is in dock for repairs. 

— see also dry dock b the docks : the area in a town or 
city that has rows of docks, offices, and other buildings ■ We 
went down to the docks to watch the ships come in. 

2 [count] US : a long structure that is built out into water 
and used as a place to get on, get off, or tie up a boat ■ Tie the 
boat to the dock. 

3 [count] US : a place for loading materials onto ships, 
trucks, trains, etc. ■ a loading dock 

4 [count]: the place in a court of law where a person who is 
accused of a crime stands or sits during a trial 

in the dock : on trial for committing a crime ■ He was ar¬ 
rested and is in the dock on charges of assault and battery. 
2 dock verb docks; docked; dock.ing 

1 : to bring a ship or boat into a dock [no ohf] We spent two 
days at sea before docking in Miami, Florida. [+ obj] The 
captain was forced to dock the ship. 

2 : to join together (two spacecraft) while in space [no obj] 
The shuttle was scheduled to dock with the space station. [+ 
obj] They docked the spaceship with the satellite. 

3 [+ obj]: to connect an electronic device (such as a comput¬ 
er or a digital camera) to another device ■ You can dock the 
camera directly to the printer and download the pictures. ■ 
The handheld PC can be docked into/with your desktop 
computer. ■ a docking station 

— compare 3 dock 

3 dock verb docks; docked; dock.ing [+ obj] 

1 : to take away part of (the money that is paid to someone) 
■ Her boss docked her pay/wages for coming in late. 

2 : to cut off the end of (an animal’s tail) ■ The puppy’s tail 
was docked. 

— compare 2 dock 

dock-er / , da:ka>/ noun, pi -ers [count] Brit : dockworker 
dock-et /'da:k3t/ noun, pi -ets [count] US 

1 : a list of the legal cases that will be tried in a court of law ■ 
The judge had to postpone some of the cases on the docket. 

2 : a list of things to do or discuss ■ The new library will be 
the first item on the committee’s docket. [=on the commit¬ 
tee’s agenda] 

dock-land /'dak,l£end/ noun, pi -lands Brit : the part of a 
port where there are docks [noncount] an area of dockland 
[count] an old dockland — called also docklands 
dock-side /'da:k,said/ noun [singular] : the area along a 
shore next to a dock ■ The fish are unloaded at dockside and 
taken right to the market. — often used before another 
noun ■ dockside warehouses/restaurants 
dOCk-WOrk-er /'da:k,w^kay noun, pi -ers [count] US : a 
person who loads and unloads ships at a port: longshore¬ 
man 

dock-yard /'da:k,jaad/ noun, pi -yards [count] : a place 
where ships are built and repaired : shipyard 
1 dOC-tor /*da:kt^/ noun, pi -tors [count] The abbreviation 
Dr. is usually used in writing when doctor is being used as a 
title for a specific person. ■ I have an appointment with Dr. 
Brown. 

1 a : a person who is skilled in the science of medicine : a 
person who is trained and licensed to treat sick and injured 
people ■ I think you should see a doctor. [=physician] ■ He 
needed medicine but refused to go to a doctor. ■ a visit to the 
doctor’s office = a doctor's visit ■ She was under doctor's or¬ 
ders not to return to work. ■ Most of her money goes to pay¬ 
ing doctors’ bills. [=bills for visits to doctors and medical 




493 


doctor • dog 


treatment] b the doctor or the doctor’s : the place where 
a doctor works ■ I saw her at the doctor’s last week. • How 
long will you be at the doctor ? 

2 US a : a dentist — used chiefly as a title or as a form of 
address ■ My dentist is Dr. Smith, b : a person who is 
trained to treat sick and injured animals : veterinarian ■ 
an animal doctor — used chiefly as a title or as a form of ad¬ 
dress ■ We took our dog to Dr. Jones. 

3 : a person who has the highest degree (such as a PhD) giv¬ 
en by a university ■ Most of the faculty members at this col¬ 
lege are doctors in their fields. ■ a Doctor of Philosophy • Dr. 
Smith, can you explain the exam requirements again? 

just what the doctor ordered informal : exactly what is 
wanted or needed ■ A day at the beach was just what the 
doctor ordered. — see also spin doctor, witch doctor 
2 doctor verb -tors; -tored; -tor-ing 1+ obj] 

1 : to change (something) especially in order to trick or de¬ 
ceive people ■ They were accused of doctoring the company's 
financial records. ■ a doctored photo of the actress 

2 : to add something (such as alcohol or drugs) to (a food or 
drink) ■ I think somebody doctored the punch. 

3 ; to give medical treatment to (an injury, a person, etc.) ■ 
He had time to doctor his wounds. • She doctored the sick 
child until the physician arrived. 

doc-tor-al /'daiktaral/ adj, always used before a noun : of or 
relating to the highest degree that is given by a university ■ a 
doctoral degree ■ He wrote his doctoral dissertation/thesis on 
William Shakespeare. ■ doctoral candidates [=students trying 
to earn their doctorates] — see also postdoctoral 
doc-tor-ate /'daiktarat/ noun, pi -ates [count] : the highest 
degree that is given by a university ■ She got a job teaching at 
the university after earning her doctorate. [ =PhD ] 
doc»tri«naire Adcuktrs'nea 1 / adj [more most ~] formal + 
disapproving — used to describe a person who has veiy 
strong beliefs about what should be done and will not 
change them or accept other people’s opinions ■ The senator 
is less doctrinaire than generally believed. ■ a doctrinaire con¬ 
servative/socialist 

doc-trine /'dcuktran/ noun, pi -trines 

1 : a set of ideas or beliefs that are taught or believed to be 
true [count] The government was founded on a doctrine of 
equality for all people. ■ Many psychologists now question 
the doctrines of Sigmund Freud, [noncount] teaching reli¬ 
gious doctrine to young people 

2 [count] US : a statement of government policy especially in 
international relations ■ the Truman/Monroe doctrine 

— doc-tri-nal /'daiktranj, Brit duk'trainl/ adj ■ The group 
split into two parties as a result of doctrinal differences. 

- doc-tri-naMy adv 

do-CU-dra-ma /'da:kj3,dra:ma/ noun, pi -mas [count] : a 
movie that is usually made for television and that tells a story 
about real events that have happened recently ■ They are 
making a docudrama about the controversial court case. 
1 doc-U-ment /'dcr.kjamant/ noun, pi -merits [count] 

1 : an official paper that gives information about something 
or that is used as proof of something ■ It is important to keep 
all of your financial documents in a safe place. ■ legal/offi¬ 
cial/historical documents ■ An important classified document 
has been leaked to the media. 

2 : a computer file that contains text that you have written ■ 
creating a new document on your computer • I lost the docu¬ 
ment when the hard drive crashed. 

2 dOC-U-ment /'da:kj3,ment/ verb -merits; -ment-ed; 
-ment-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to create a record of (something) through writing, film, 
photography, etc. ■ Her study was the first to document this 
type of behavior in gorillas. ■ He wrote a book documenting 
their struggle. 

2 : to prove (something) by using usually written evidence • 
Can you document the claims you’re making? ■ The charges 
are well/fully documented. 

— doc-u-ment-able /'da:kj3,ment3b3l/ adj • documentable 
evidence 

1 doc»U»men»ta»ry Adcukja'mentri/ noun, pi -ries [count] 
: a movie or television program that tells the facts about ac¬ 
tual people and events ■ We watched a documentary on the 
early history of jazz. — often used before another noun ■ a 
documentary filmmaker ■ She has produced several award¬ 
winning documentary films. 

documentary adj, always used before a noun : consisting of 
documents : written down ■ You must present documentary 
proof of your residence. ■ documentary evidence 


dOC-U-men-ta-tion Adaikjaman'teijan/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the documents, records, etc., that are used to prove 
something or make something official ■ You cannot visit the 
country unless you have the proper documentation. ■ Keep 
your receipts as documentation of your purchases. ■ written 
documentation • Can you provide documentation of the 
claims you’re making? 

2 : written instructions for using a computer or computer 
program ■ The program’s documentation is poorly written. 

DOD abbr, US Department of Defense 
dod-der-ing /’daidanr) /adj : walking and moving in a slow 
and unsteady way because of old age ■ a doddering old man 
dod-dle /'da:dl/ noun [singular] Brit, informal : something 
that is very easy to do ■ This machine makes cleaning your 
home a doddle. [=cinch] 

1 dodge /'duxfc/ verb dodg-es: dodged; dodg.ing 

1 a [+ obj] : to move quickly to one side in order to avoid be¬ 
ing hit by (someone or something) ■ He dodged the first 
punch but was hit by the second. • dodging traffic b always 
followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj]: to move quick¬ 
ly in order to avoid being hit, seen, stopped, etc. ■ She dodged 
through the crowds as she hurried home. ■ He dodged 
[=ducked] behind the bushes. ■ We dodged between the cars 
as we raced across the street. 

2 [+ obj] : to get away from or avoid (someone or something) 
in a skillful or dishonest way • She dodged [=evaded] the 
question by changing the subject. ■ They managed to dodge 
the reporters by leaving through the back exit. ■ She accused 
him of dodging his responsibilities as a parent. ■ Many young 
men tried to dodge the draft [=to avoid being drafted into the 
military] by leaving the country. 

dodge a/the bullet chiefly US, informal : to barely avoid be¬ 
ing hit or affected by something harmful ■ The island 
dodged a bullet when the hurricane turned south. 

2 dodge noun, pi dodges [count] : a clever or dishonest trick 
done in order to avoid something ■ It was just another dodge 
to get out of working. ■ a tax dodge 
dodge-ball /'dcui&ba:!/ noun [noncount] : a game in which 
players try to hit their opponents with an inflated ball in or¬ 
der to get them removed from the game 
dodg-em car /'daicfeam-/ noun, pi ~ cars [count] Brit 

: BUMPER CAR 

dodg-er /'daicfea-/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who 
avoids doing something by being dishonest ■ tax dodgers 
[-evaders] • a draft dodger [=a person who illegally avoids be¬ 
ing drafted into the military] 

dodgy /'dcutfei/ adz dodgier; -est [also more most —] 
chiefly Brit, informal 

1 a : false or dishonest • dodgy business deals ■ a dodgy insur¬ 
ance claim b : causing a lack of trust or confidence ■ I 
heard he has a pretty dodgy [= Questionable] reputation. 

2 : in bad condition • The car’s got a dodgy engine. ■ my 
dodgy knees 

3 : difficult or risky ■ They got into a dodgy situation, 
do-do /'dou,dou/ noun, pi -does or -dos [count] 

1 : a type of bird that lived in the past and that was large, 
heavy, and unable to fly 

2 US, informal + humorous : a stupid or silly person - That 
dodo can’t do anything right. ■ I feel like a complete dodo, 
(as) dead as a dodo see ‘dead 

doe /'dou/ noun, pi does or doe [count] : a female animal 
(such as a deer, rabbit, or kangaroo) — compare buck; see 
also JANE DOE, JOHN DOE 

doe—eyed /'dou,aid/ adj : having large eyes that make you 
look innocent ■ a doe-eyed little boy 
do-er /'duiwa-/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who actively 
does things instead of just thinking or talking about them • 
I’m more of a thinker than a doer. 
does see do 

doesn’t /'dAznt/ — used as a contraction of does not ■ She 
doesn’t like cake. ■ This shirt doesn’t fit. 
doff /'da:f/ verb doffs; doffed; doff-ing [+ obj] old- 
fashioned : to take off or remove (a hat or a piece of cloth¬ 
ing) ■ He doffed his cap as he introduced himself. ■ They 
doffed their coats when they came inside. 

1 dog /‘da:g/ noun, pi dogs 

1 [count] a : a type of animal that is often kept as a pet or 
trained to work for people by guarding buildings, hunting, 
etc. ■ That dog barks all day long. • children playing with the 
family dog ■ a guard dog ■ a hunting dog • wild dogs such as 
the Australian dingo — often used before another noun ■ a 
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dog collar ■ dog food/shows ■I’m not really a dog person. [=1 
don’t particularly like dogs] b : a male dog 

2 [count] informal a : a person who is regarded as lucky, 
unlucky, etc. • You lucky dog\ — see also top dog b : a 
person who is lazy or who is not liked ■ He’s a lazy dog. ■ He’s 
a worthless dog. [-bum] c offensive : an unattractive girl or 
woman ■ They say she’s a real dog. 

3 [count] US, informal : something that is poor in quality ■ 
Her latest book turned out to be a real dog. ■ That was a dog 
of a movie. 

4 [count] US, informal: hot dog ■ Would you like another 
dog 7 — see also chili dog, corn dog 

5 dogs [plural] US, informal + old-fashioned : feet ■ My 
dogs were tired from standing all day. 

a dog’s breakfast Brit, informal : something that is messy 
or poorly done ■ It was a dog’s breakfast of a match, and 
our coach was understandably upset. 
a dog’s life : a difficult, boring, and unhappy life ■ Everyone 
knows it’s a dog’s life in this business. 

(as) sick as a dog informal : very sick ■ I’m sick as a dog. 
dog and pony show US, usually disapproving : a very fancy 
and elaborate event that is done to sell something, to im¬ 
press people, etc. ■ The sales presentation was a real dog 
and pony show. 

every dog has his/its day informal — used to say that ev¬ 
ery person has a successful moment in life 
go to the dogs informal: to become ruined : to change to a 
much worse condition ■ Our favorite restaurant has gone to 
the dogs lately. • The economy is going to the dogs, 
hair of the dog (that bit you) see hair 
in a dog’s age see 'age 

let sleeping dogs lie : to ignore a problem because trying 
to deal with it could cause an even more difficult situation 
■ I thought about bringing up my concerns but decided in¬ 
stead to let sleeping dogs lie. 


put on the dog US, informal + old-fashioned : to pretend 
that you are very stylish or rich ■ They really put on the dog 
for their daughter’s wedding. 
rain cats and dogs see 2 rain 
the tail wagging the dog see ’tail 

you can’t teach an old dog new tricks — used to say that 
a person who is old or is used to doing things in a certain 
way cannot learn or does not want to learn a new way ■ I 
tried to get my mother to start using a computer, but she 
says you can't teach an old dog new tricks. 

2 dog verb dogs; dogged; dog«glng [+ obj] 

1 : to follow (someone) very closely ■ He dogged her every 
move. 

2 : to ask (someone) about something or for something con¬ 
stantly or frequently ■ Creditors dogged him until he finally 
paid his bills. ■ Reporters kept dogging [= pestering ] her for in¬ 
formation. 

3 : to cause problems for (someone) for a long time — often 
used as (be) dogged ■ His career has been dogged [-plagued] 
by controversy. ■ an athlete dogged by injuries [=an athlete 
who has had many injuries] 

dog biscuit noun, pi -cults [count] : a hard, dry cracker 
for dogs 

dog-catch-er / , da:g,kctfa‘/ noun, pi -ers [count] US : a 
public official who is responsible for catching dogs that do 
not have homes — called also (Brit) dog warden 
dog days noun [plural] : the hottest time of the year ■ The 
kids used to go swimming every afternoon during the dog 
days of summer. 

dog—eared Aiaig^ad/ adj [more most —J: having some 

pages with the top comers folded down • All I had was a few 
old dog-eared copies of my favorite books. ■ a dog-eared 
magazine — sometimes used figuratively ■ dog-eared jokes 
[=old jokes that have been told many times] 
dog—eat—dog / l da:g,i:t , dcr.g/ adj — used to describe a situ- 
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ation in which people compete with each other for success in 
a cruel and selfish way ■ It’s a dog-eat-dog business we’re in. ■ 
dog-eat-dog competitions 
dog-fight /*da:g,fait/ noun, pi -fights [count\ 

1 : a fight between dogs 

2 : a fight between fighter planes that are flying close to each 
other ■ He was shot down in a dogfight over enemy territory. 

3 : a fierce fight or struggle between people or groups ■ The 
election has turned into a real dogfight. 

dog-ged /'dcugad/ adj [more most ~] : having or showing 

the attitude of a person who wants to do or get something 
and will not stop tiying : stubborn and determined ■ Her 
dogged efforts eventually paid off. ■ a dogged pursuit of pow¬ 
er 

— dog-ged-ly adv ■ He worked doggedly to maintain his 
lead. ■ The press doggedly pursues him wherever he goes. 

— dog-ged-ness noun [noncount] 

dog-ger*el /'dcugaral/ noun [noncount] : poetry that is 
poorly written and that often is not meant to be taken seri¬ 
ously ■ a few lines of doggerel 

doggie bag also doggy bag noun, pi ~ bags [count] : a 
bag that is used for carrying home food that is left over from 
a meal eaten at a restaurant 

1 dog*gone Aiarg'gain/ interj, US, informal + somewhat old- 
fashioned — used as a more polite form of damn • Doggone'. 
That hurt! 

2 doggone verb, US, informal + somewhat old-fashioned [+ 
obf] — used as a more polite form of damn ■ Doggone it\ I 
forgot my keys! ■ Listen to me, doggone it! ■ (I’ll be) Dog- 
goned if he didn’t leave early. (=I’m surprised that he left ear¬ 
ly] 

3 doggone or doggoned /'darg'garnd/ adj, US, informal + 
somewhat old-fashioned — used as a more polite form of 
damn ■ Those doggone kids stepped on our flowers! ■ He 
didn't do a doggone thing today. ■ It’s a doggone shame that 
you missed it. ■ If you believe that, you’re a doggoned fool! 

— doggone /'da-.g'ga-.n/ or doggoned / l da:g , ga:nd/ adv • 
What’s so doggone funny? ■ She’s too doggoned skinny. 

dog-gy or dog-gie /'da:gi/ noun, pi -gies [count] informal 
: a dog <>- Doggy is used especially by children or when talk¬ 
ing to children. ■ Oh. what a cute little doggy\ 

— doggy adj [more most ~] ■ a doggy smell 
dog-house /Ma^haus/ noun, pi -hous-es [count] US : an 

outdoor shelter with a roof for a dog 

in the doghouse informal : in a bad situation because 
someone is angry at you : in trouble ■ He’s in the doghouse 
with his wife [=his wife is angry at him] for being late, 
dog-leg /'da:g,lcg/ noun, pi -legs [count] : a place where a 
road, golf course, etc., bends or turns sharply ■ a sharp dogleg 
to the left 

— dogleg adj, always used before a noun ■ dogleg fairways 

— dogleg verb -legs; -legged; -leg-ging [no obf] ■ a fair¬ 
way that doglegs to the left 

dog-ma /'dcr.gma/ noun, pi -mas [count, noncount] formal 

1 usually disapproving : a belief or set of beliefs that is ac¬ 
cepted by the members of a group without being questioned 
or doubted ■ These new findings challenge the current dog¬ 
ma in the field. ■ political dogma 

2 : a belief or set of beliefs that is taught by a religious orga¬ 
nization 

dog-mat-ic /dag'msetik/ adj [more most ~] disapproving 
: expressing personal opinions or beliefs as if they are cer¬ 
tainly correct and cannot be doubted ■ She’s become so dog¬ 
matic lately that arguing with her is pointless. ■ dogmatic crit¬ 
ics ■ dogmatic statements 

— dog-mat-i-cal-ly /dag'mastikli/ adv [more most ~] 

— dog-ma-tism /'da:gm3,tiz9m/ noun [noncount] ■ mor¬ 
al/religious/political dogmatism — dog-ma-tist /'dog¬ 
matist/ noun, pi -tists [count] ■ a political dogmatist [=a 
person with dogmatic political opinions] 

do—good-er /"duiiguda/ noun, pi -ers [count] disapproving 
: someone whose desire and effort to help people (such as 
poor people) is regarded as wrong, annoying, useless, etc. ■ 
He dismisses his critics as a bunch of politically correct do- 
gooders. 

dog—paddle also doggy-paddle verb -pad-dles; -pad- 
died; -pad-dling [no obj] : to swim like a dog with your 
head above water and your arms and legs paddling under the 
water ■ When she first learned to swim, all she could do was 
dog paddle. 

— dog paddle also doggy paddle noun [singular] ■ doing 
a/the dog paddle 


dog-sled /'da:g,sled/ noun, pi -sleds [count] chiefly US : a 
type of sled that is pulled by dogs 

- dogsled verb -sleds; -sled-ded; -sled-ding [no obj] 
He dogsledded across the tundra. [+ obf They dogsledded 
supplies to the fort. — dogsledding noun [noncount] ■ 
She likes to go dogsledding in the winter. 

dog tag noun, pi •—> tags [count] : a small, thin piece of met¬ 
al that is worn around the neck of an American soldier and 
that lists the soldier’s name, service number, and other infor¬ 
mation 

dog-tired adj [more most ~] informal : very tired : ex¬ 
hausted ■ I was dog-tired and ready for bed. 
dog warden noun, pi —dens [count] Brit : dogcatcher 
dog-wood /'da:g,wud/ noun, pi -woods 

1 [count] : a type of bush or small tree with groups of small 
flowers ■ We planted two dogwoods. ■ a dogwood tree 

2 [noncount] : the hard wood of a dogwood ■ The furniture is 
made of dogwood. 

doh chiefly Brit spelling o/ 4 DO 
DoH abbr, Brit Department of Health 

d’oh /*dou/ interj, infoimal + humorous — used when you re¬ 
alize that you have just said or done something stupid or 
foolish 

doi-ly/'doili/«ow«,p/-lies [coM«f]: a usually round cloth or 
paper that has a decorative pattern made of many small 
holes Doilies are typically placed on top of something 
(such as a piece of furniture) to protect it or for decoration. ■ 
She placed a lace doily under the vase, 
do-ing /*du:wir)/ noun, pi -ings 

1 [noncount] : the act of making something happen through 
your own action ■ It’s the doing of the good deed that is im¬ 
portant, not the thanks you receive. Informal phrases like 
take a bit of doing, take some doing, and take a lot of doing 
are used to say that something is difficult to do and requires 
a lot of effort or work. ■ Finishing the work on time may take 
a bit of doing. ■ It will take some doing to win the game. ■ Get¬ 
ting the project done on time will take a lot of doing. If 
something is your doing, you did it. ■ Is this mix-up your do¬ 
ing ? [=did you cause the mix-up?] ■ The surprise party was 
not all our doing-, we had lots of help. 

2 doings [plural]: things that someone does ■ I've been read¬ 
ing about the governor’s latest doings. [= activities ] : things 
that happen ■ There have been some strange doings [= goings- 
on. occurrences] lately. 

do—it—yourself adj, always used before a noun : of or relat¬ 
ing to work (such as fixing or building something) that you 
do yourself instead of hiring someone to do it ■ a do-it- 
yourself [=D1Y] home improvement project ■ do-it-yourself 
home repair ■ do-it-yourself stores [=stores where you buy 
materials to fix or build things] 

— do—it—your-self-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a how-to 
guide for do-it-yourselfers 

do-jo /'doucfeou/ noun, pi -jos [count] : a school for teaching 
people karate, judo, etc. 

Dol-by /'darlbi, 'doulbi/ trademark — used for an electronic 
device that removes unwanted noise from recorded or 
broadcast sound 

dol-drums /'douldramz/ noun [plural] 

1 : a state or period of sadness or depression ■ We watched 
movies to fight off the winter doldrums. — often used in the 
phrase in the doldrums ■ She has been in the doldrums since 
her best friend moved away. 

2 : a state or period in which there is no activity or improve¬ 
ment ■ The company is slowly climbing out of its economic 
doldrums. — often used in the phrase in the doldrums ■ The 
market is in the doldrums. 

1 dole /'dool/ noun [noncount] : money that a government (es¬ 
pecially the British government) gives to people who do not 
have jobs or who are very poor ■ dole money — usually used 
as the dole ■ The government is changing the rules for receiv¬ 
ing the dole. [=(US) welfare] ■ They’ve been on/off the dole for 
a year. ■ They're going on/off the dole. 

2 dole verb doles; doled; dol-ing 

dole out [phrasal verb] dote out (something) also dole (some¬ 
thing) out : to give (something) to people ■ She is always 
doling out advice on relationships. ■ The organization has 
doled out millions of dollars in grants. • The nurse doles the 
pills out carefully. ■ The agency doles out [=hands out. dis¬ 
tributes] food to thousands of needy families each year, 
dole-ful /'doulfal/ ac(j [more most ~]: very sad ■ The girl 
had a doleful look/expression on her face. ■ You sounded so 
doleful about your future that night. 


G 




doll • domesticate 


496 


- dole-fuMy adv 

1 doll /Mail/ noun, pi dolls [count] 

1 : a child’s toy in the form of a baby or small person ■ The 
child was busy playing with her (baby) dolls. • My aunt col¬ 
lects porcelain dolls. — see also rag doll 

2 chiefly US, informal: a kind and helpful person — usually 
singular • Thanks for the help. You’re a doll, [-dear] 

3 informal + old-fashioned : a woman; especially : an attrac¬ 
tive woman This sense of doll is now often considered of¬ 
fensive especially when it is used as a way to address a wom¬ 
an. 

2 doll verb dolls; dolled; dolMng 

doll up [phrasal verb] doll (yourself) up informal : to make 
(yourself) attractive with makeup and fancy or stylish 
clothes ■ She dolled herself up for the party. = She got (all) 
dolled up for the party. 
doMar /Ma.-la*/ noun, pi -lars 

1 [count] a : a basic unit of money in the U.S., Canada, 
Australia, and other countries that is equal to 100 cents ■ The 
shirt costs 20 dollars. [=$20] ■ She had to pay hundreds of dol¬ 
lars in auto repairs. ■ The property is worth a million dollars. 
= It’s a million -dollar property. • Do you have a 20 -dollar 
bilH [=a twenty] ■ It costs 500 pesos. How much is that in dol¬ 
lars'? [=how many dollars equals 500 pesos?] b : a bill or 
coin that is worth one dollar ■ I found a dollar on the side¬ 
walk. = I found a dollar bill on the sidewalk. ■ She put a wrin¬ 
kled dollar down on the counter. — see also half-dollar, 

TOP DOLLAR 

2 the dollar technical: the value of a dollar when it is com¬ 
pared to another unit of money ■ 77ie dollar dropped sharply 
against the pound. ■ the strength/weakness of the dollar ■ llxe 
dollar is worth more in Mexico. 

3 [count] : money that is from a specified source or used for 
a specified purpose ■ You want to know how the state spends 
every federal dollar [=money from the federal government] it 
receives? — usually plural • Should a program like this be 
paid for with tax/taxpayer dollars'? [=with money the gov¬ 
ernment collects through taxes] ■ tourist/tourism dollars 
[=money that an economy gets because of the money tour¬ 
ists spend there] ■ The company needs to invest its advertis¬ 
ing dollars wisely. 

bet your bottom dollar see 2 bet 
look/feel like a million dollars see million 

- see also sand dollar 

dollar sign noun, pi ~ signs [count] : a symbol $ placed 
before a number to show that it represents an amount of dol¬ 
lars — often used figuratively ■ Where other people saw 
junk, she saw dollar signs. [=she saw a way to earn money] ■ 
investors with dollar signs in their eyes I=investors who 
want very much to earn money] 
dolbhouse /Ma:l,haus/ noun, pi -hous-es [count] US : a 
small toy house that is used by children for playing with 
dolls — called also C Brit) doll’s house 
doMop /Mailsp/ noun, pi -lops [count] 

1 ; a small amount of soft food ■ My piece of pie was served 
with a dollop of whipped cream. ■ a dollop of ketchup 

2 : a usually small amount of something ■ A dollop of milk 
was left in the container. • large dollops of wit and humor 

doll’s house noun, pi dolls’ houses [count] Brit : doll¬ 
house 

doMy /Maili/ noun, pi -lies [count] 

1 : a child’s toy doll 4- Dolly is usually used by children or by 
adults speaking to children. 

2 : a piece of equipment that has wheels and that is used for 
moving heavy objects ■ We’ll need a dolly to move the refrig¬ 
erator. 

dol-men /Moulman, Mailman/ noun, pi -mens [count] tech¬ 
nical : an ancient structure made of two or more upright 
stones and a single stone lying across them Dolmens are 
believed to be tombs. 

dol-phin /Mailfan/ noun, p/-phins [count] : a small usually 
gray whale that has a pointed nose — compare porpoise 
dolt /Moult/ noun, pi dolts [count] informal : a stupid person 
■ What a dolt I’ve been! 

- dolt-ish /Moulti// adj [more most —] ■ a doltish person 
■ doltish behavior 

-dom /dam/ noun suffix 

1 : the state of being (something) ■ freedom 

2 : the rank of ■ dukedom 

3 : the area ruled by • king dom 

4 : the group having a specified job, position, interest, or 
character ■ officialdom 



do-main /dou'mein/ noun, pi -mains [count] 

1 : the land that a ruler or a government controls : territo¬ 
ry ■ The forest is part of the king’s domain. ■ the British/Ot¬ 
toman imperial domain — see also eminent domain, pub¬ 
lic domain 

2 : an area of knowledge or activity ■ My sister is the math 
expert in the family, but literature is my domain. • Childcare 
is no longer solely a female domain. — often + of ■ Federal 
crimes are outside the domain of city police. 

3 computers a : a section of the Internet that is made up of 
computers or sites that are related in some way (such as by 
use or source) An abbreviation of an Internet site’s do¬ 
main (such as .gov, .org, and .com) is included in its address: 
www.Merriam-Webster.com. b : domain name 

domain name noun, pi ~ names [count] computers : the 
characters (such as Merriam-Webster.com or Whitehouse- 
.gov) that form the main part of an Internet address 
dome /Mourn/ noun, pi domes [count] 

1 : a large rounded roof or ceiling that is shaped like half of 
a ball ■ the dome of the Capitol building ■ the church’s high 
dome 

2 : a structure that looks like the dome of a building ■ a 
dome of ice 

3 : a stadium that is covered by a roof ■ The team’s new sta¬ 
dium is a dome. 

4 informal : a person’s head • He wears a hat to protect his 
bald dome from the summer sun. 

domed /Moumd/ adj : shaped like or covered with a dome ■ 
The dog’s skull is slightly domed. • a domed ceiling/church/ 
stadium 

1 do-mes-tic /da'mcstik/ adj 

1 : of, relating to, or made in your own country ■ the domes¬ 
tic economy/market ■ foreign and domestic affairs/policy ■ 
international and domestic politics • The company hopes to 
attract both foreign and domestic investors. ■ The wine is do¬ 
mestic. • domestic and imported cheeses ■ The airline only of¬ 
fers domestic flights. I=flights to and from places within the 
country] — opposite foreign 

2 always used before a noun : relating to or involving some¬ 
one’s home or family ■ domestic happiness ■ His domestic 
[-home] life was not very happy. ■ domestic abuse/violence 
[=physical harm done to a member of a family or household 
by another member of the same family or household] 

3 a always used before a noun : relating to the work (such as 
cooking and cleaning) that is done in a person’s home ■ do¬ 
mestic chores/duties/work/services/help • a domestic work¬ 
er/servant [=a worker/servant who is hired to work in some¬ 
one’s home] b [more —; most ~] — used to describe a 
person who enjoys work and activities that are done at home 
• I’m not a domestic person. • She is not very domestic. C al¬ 
ways used before a noun : used in the home ■ domestic fumi- 
ture/appliances 

4 of an animal : living with people : bred or trained to need 
and accept the care of human beings : domesticated ■ The 
wolf is related to the domestic dog. ■ wild and domestic cats ■ 
domestic animals/cattle 

— do-mes-ti-cal-ly /ds'mestikli/ adv ■ It is a domestically 
produced wine. ■ Domestically , the economy is not doing 
well. 

2 domestic noun, pi -tics [count] 

1 old-fashioned : a servant who is hired to work in some¬ 
one’s home : a domestic servant 

2 Brit, informal : a fight between members of a family or 
household ■ She got in a domestic with her husband. 

do-mes-ti-cate /da'mestatkeit/ verb -cates; -cat-ed; 
-cat-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to breed or train (an animal) to need and accept the 
care of human beings : to tame (an animal) ■ Humans have 
domesticated dogs/cattle/chickens. ■ Horses and oxen have 
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been domesticated to work on farms, b : to grow (a plant) 
for human use ■ Native Americans domesticated com. 

2 humorous : to train (someone) to behave in an appropriate 
way at home (such as by using good manners, being polite, 
being helpful, etc.) ■ She jokes that dogs are easier to domes¬ 
ticate than men. 

— domesticated adj [more most ~] ■ domesticated ani¬ 
mals — do-mes-ti-ca-tion A^mesta'keijan/ noun [non¬ 
count] • the domestication of animals 

dO*meS«tiC«i*ty /,dou,me'stiS3ti/ noun [noncount] formal 
: life inside a home : the activities of a family or of the peo¬ 
ple who share a home ■ We got married and settled into a life 
of comfortable domesticity. 

domestic partner noun, pi ~ -ners [count] us, formal : a 
person you live with and have a sexual relationship with but 
are not married to *v* Domestic partner is usually used in legal 
situations. ■ The organization is trying to get tax and insur¬ 
ance benefits for domestic partners. 

— domestic partnership noun, pi ~ -ships [count] ■ Peo¬ 
ple in domestic partnerships qualify for insurance benefits. 

domestic science noun [ noncount\ old-fashioned : home 
economics 

dom-i-cile /'daima^ajal/ noun, pi -ciles law : the place 
where you live : your home [noncount] You will need to re¬ 
port your change of domicile to your insurance company. 
[count] Students must establish a domicile in the state to be 
eligible for reduced tuition. 

dom-i-ciled adj , not used before a noun, law : living or es¬ 
tablished in a particular place ■ The defendant/corporation is 
domiciled in Texas. ■ students domiciled outside the state 
dominant /'daimanant/ adj 

1 [more most ~] : more important, powerful, or success¬ 
ful than most or all others ■ The university has/plays a domi¬ 
nant [-major] role in the local economy. ■ Money is the dom¬ 
inant [=main] force in consumer societies. ■ The company is 
now dominant in its market. ■ What is the dominant [-major, 
predominant\ theme of the play? ■ It is the dominant culture/ 
tribe in the region. ■ She has a very dominant [= domineering ] 
personality. ■ the dominant female/male of the pack 

2 : most common ■ the dominant [-prevailing] language/reli¬ 
gion of the country 

3 biology : causing or relating to a characteristic or condi¬ 
tion that a child will have if one of the child’s parents has it ■ 
dominant genes ■ Brown hair is a dominant trait. = Brown 
hair is dominant. — opposite recessive 

— dominance /'da.'manans/ noun [noncount] The com¬ 
panies are competing for dominance in the market. = The 
companies are competing for market dominance. ■ mili¬ 
tary/political dominance [=predominance ] ■ male domi¬ 
nance [=the state of men or male animals having more 
power than women or female animals] ■ the French lan¬ 
guage’s dominance in the region = the regional dominance 
of the French language [singular] The company has estab¬ 
lished a dominance in the market. ■ the team’s dominance 
over its rivals ■ a neighborhood with a dominance [-pre¬ 
dominance] of older homes — dom-i-nant-ly adv • The 
population is dominantly [=(more commonly) predomi¬ 
nantly] Catholic. ■ a dominantly inherited disease 

dominate /\ia:ma,neit/ verb -nates; -nat*ed; -nat-ing 

1 [+ ob)\ : to have control of or power over (someone or 
something) ■ The king dreamed of dominating [=ruling] the 
world. ■ One company has dominated the market for years. ■ 
Men dominate the field. = It’s a male-dominated field. ■ He 
dominated her life for many years. 

2 [+ obj] : to be the most important part of (something) ■ His 
work dominated the art scene last year. ■ The business domi¬ 
nated her life. [=most of her life/time was devoted to the 
business] ■ The topic of her arrest dominated the conversa¬ 
tion. [=most of the conversation was about her arrest] 

3 : to be much more powerful or successful than others in a 
game, competition, etc. [no obj] Our team dominated 
throughout the game. [+ obj] Our team dominated play 
throughout the game. ■ She dominated the match. 

4 [no obj] : to be most common ■ Pine trees dominate in the 
eastern part of the forest. ■ French dominates throughout the 
region, but German is also spoken. 

5 [+ obj] : to be the largest or most noticeable object in (a 
place) ■ The statue dominates the town’s square. ■ The room 
was dominated by a large table. 

— dominating adj [more most ~] ■ He has had a domi¬ 
nating influence in her life. ■ a very dominating team 
— dom*t*na*tion Adocma'nei/an/ noun [noncount] ■ The 


king had dreams of world domination. ■ market domina¬ 
tion — dom-i-na-tor /'daimaineita 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] 
■ The company is a market dominator. 
do«mi«na*trix /,da:mi'neitnks/ noun, pi -tri-ces /-tra,si:z/ 
also -trix-es [count] : a woman who controls and hurts her 
partner during sexual activity in order to give her partner 
sexual pleasure 

dom«i*neer-ing Aduima'nirio/ adj [more most ~] 
: tending too often to tell people what to do : often trying to 
control the behavior of others ■ a domineering [= controlling] 
parent ■ Their manager is much too domineering. [=( infor¬ 
mal ) bossy] 

Domirvi'Can /da'minikon/ noun, pi -cans [count] : a 
member of a Roman Catholic group of friars founded in 
1215 by St. Dominic 

— Dominican adj ■ the Dominican order ■ Dominican friars 
do«min*ion /da'minjan/ noun, pi -ions formal 

1 [noncount] : the power to rule : control of a country, re¬ 
gion, etc. ■ The U.S. has/holds dominion over the island. ■ 
The countries fought for dominion of the territory. 
synonyms see 'power 

2 [count]: the land that a ruler or government controls ■ The 
whole island is the king’s dominion. [=domain] ■ the domin¬ 
ions of the empire 

3 Dominion [count] : a country that was part of the British 
Empire but had its own government Countries that were 
formerly Dominions are now members of the Common¬ 
wealth. 

dom-i-no /‘da:m3,nou/ noun, pi -noes or -nos 

1 [count] : a small flat rectangular block made of wood or 
plastic that has one or more dots on one side and that is used 
in playing games 

2 dominoes [noncount] : a game played with dominoes ■ 
Dominoes is one of my favorite games. 

domino effect noun [singular] : a situation in which one 
event causes a series of similar events to happen one after 
another ■ The delay created a domino effect [=ripple effect], 
disrupting deliveries around the country, 
don /'da:n/ noun, pi dons [count] 

1 Brit : a teacher in a college or university; especially : a 
teacher at Oxford or Cambridge University 

2 informal : a powerful Mafia leader 

2 don verb dons: donned: don-ning [+ obj\ formal + old- 
fashioned : to put on (a piece of clothing) ■ He donned his 
gloves and hat. ■ She donned her jacket, 
do-nate /'dou,neit, dou'neit/ verb -nates; -nat*ed; -nat- 
ing 

1 : to give (money, food, clothes, etc.) in order to help a per¬ 
son or organization [+ obj] The computers were donated by 
local companies. ■ We donated our old clothes to charity. • 
people who donate money to political candidates • He do¬ 
nates some of his free time to volunteer work, [no obj] Ev¬ 
eryone is encouraged to donate. 

2 : to give (blood, a body organ, etc.) to a hospital or other 
medical organization so that it can be given to someone who 
needs it {+ obj] People are encouraged to donate blood. ■ 
Please sign this form if you would like to donate your organs 
when you die. [no obj] You can donate at the blood bank ev¬ 
ery eight weeks. 

— do-na-tor /'doo^eitas dou'neita^/ noun, pi -ors [count] ■ 
The donators [=(more commonly) donors] of the money 
did not give their names. 

dO a fia*tion /dou'neifan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : something (such as money, food, clothes, etc.) that you 
give in order to help a person or organization [count] All do¬ 
nations are appreciated. ■ They thanked her for the generous 
donation. [=gift] ■ The organization is funded by private do¬ 
nations. ■ Would you like to make a donation ? [=make a con¬ 
tribution; give money] [noncount] We are grateful for the 
donation of whatever you can afford to give. 

2 : something (such as blood or a body organ) that you give 
to a hospital or clinic so that it can be given to someone who 
needs it [count] blood/organ donations [noncount] trying to 
encourage the donation of blood/organs 

done past participle of 'do 
2 done adj, not used before a noun 

1 — used to say that an activity, job, etc., has ended ■ One 
more question and we’re done. ■ He’ll travel many miles be¬ 
fore he’s done. [= through] ■ My work is never done, ^fin¬ 
ished, completed] ■ I’m (almost) done reading this book. ■ 
Turn out the light when you’re done. ■ Are you done with the 
scissors? ■ When will you be done with [=finish, complete] the 
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project? = (Brit) When will you have done with the project? ■ 
Just call her and be done with it. [-get it over with] = (Brit) 
Just call her and have done with it — compare ‘do 2 

2 : cooked completely or enough ■ The cake is done. ■ Check 
to see if the meat is done. — see also overdone, under¬ 
done, WELL-DONE 

3 : socially acceptable or fashionable ■ Getting a divorce just 
wasn’t done at the time. 

consider it done see consider 

done for informal 1 : in a very bad situation : certain to 
fail, lose, be punished, etc. ■ If she finds out we cheated, 
we’re done for. [-in trouble ] ■ We’ll never catch up now. 
We’re done for. 2 : certain to die or be killed ■ When we 
saw the explosion, we thought she was done for. — see also 
do for 1 at 1 do 

done in infortnal : very tired ■ After working in the garden 
all day, I was/felt completely done in. [= exhausted] — see 
also do in 2 at 1 DO 
hard done by see 2 hard 
no harm done see 'harm 
over and done with see ’over 
when all is said and done see 3 all 
3 done intetj — used to say that you agree with the conditions 
of a deal or accept an offer ■ “I’ll offer you $5,000 for the 
car." “Done." 

done deal noun [singular] infortnal : something that has 
been done and that cannot be changed • It’s a done deal. ■ 
The sale is far from a done deal. [=it is very possible that it 
will not happen] 

done*neSS /'dAnnas/ noun [ noncount ] : the state of being 
cooked completely or enough ■ Cover the pan and cook to 
(the) desired doneness. 

Don Juan / , da:n'wa:n/ noun, pi Juans [count] : a man 
who has sexual relationships with many women ■ She was 
wined and dined by the local Don Juan. [=Casanova] 
don*key /'daigki/ noun, pi -keys [count] : an animal that is 
like a small horse with large ears 
donkey work noun [noncount] chiefly Brit, infortnal : hard 
work that is not interesting ■ I had to do the donkey work. 
donkey’s years noun [plural] chiefly Brit, infortnal: a very 
long time ■ It’s been donkey's years [-ages] since I saw her. 
don*nish /'dainij/ adj [more most ~] chiefly Brit : like a 
typical don (sense 1) ■ a donnish [=bookish] manner ■ a don¬ 
nish old professor 

don*ny*brook /'dain^bruk/ noun, pi -brooks [count] 

1 : a public argument ■ a political donnybrook 1= dispute ] ■ A 
donnybrook has erupted over the court’s decision. 

2 : an uncontrolled fight ■ A donnybrook [-brawl, free-for-all] 
broke out at the end of the game. 

do* nor /'douna 1 / noun, pi -nors [count] 

1 : a person or group that gives something (such as money, 
food, or clothes) in order to help a person or organization ■ 
The money was raised from individual donors. ■ She is one of 
the charity’s/cause’s major donors. 

2 : a person who gives something (such as blood or a body 
organ) so that it can be given to someone who needs it • 
blood/organ donors ■ a kidney donor ■ a donor organ ■ a do¬ 
nor card [=a card that says that you want to donate your or¬ 
gans when you die) 

1 dO—noth*ing /'du:,nA0ir)/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : not willing to work, help, etc. : lazy ■ a do-nothing hus¬ 
band 

2 : failing to achieve or do anything important ■ a do-nothing 
policy/govemment/politician 

2 do— nothing noun, pi -ings [count] informal : someone 
who is lazy ■ He’s a no-good do-nothing. 

1 don’t /'dount/ — used as a contraction of do not ■ I don’t like 
it. ■ The shoes don’t fit. 

usage Don’t is also sometimes used as a contraction of 
“does not.” ■ She don’t like it. This use is usually regarded 
as an error, but it is common in the very informal speech 
of some people. It is often used in stories in the speech of 
characters who do not have much education. 

2 don’t noun, pi don’ts [count] informal : something that a 
person should not do — usually used in the phrase dos and 
don’ts ■ We each got a long list of dos and don’ts. [=things we 
should and should not do] 
donut chiefly US spelling of DOUGHNUT 
dOO*bie /*du:bi/ noun, pi -bies [count] US slang : a marijua¬ 
na cigarette ■ He lit up a doobie. [=joint] 
dOO*dad /'du^d^ed/ noun, pi -dads [count] US, infortnal 


1 : a usually small object that is used as a decoration — usu¬ 
ally plural ■ a shelf cluttered with doodads [=/cnickknacks] 

2 : a small useful device : gadget — usually plural ■ The 
shop sells all kinds of nifty doodads. 

dOO*dah /'du:,da:/ noun, pi -dahs [count] Brit, informal 
: DOODAD 2 

doo*dle /‘du:dl/ verb doo*dles; doo-dled; doo-dling [no 

obj] : to draw something without thinking about what you 
are doing ■ She doodled in her notebook instead of taking 
notes. 

— doodle noun, pi doodles [count] ■ Her notebook was full 
of doodles. 

dOO—dOO /'du:,du:/ noun [noncount] infortnal : solid waste 
discharged from the body ■ I stepped in dog doo-doo. [=poop] 
in deep doo-doo informal : in a very bad situation ■ If the 
car won’t start, we’re in deep doo-doo. [=in deep trouble] 

dOO*fuS /'duifss/ noun, pi -fus*es [count] US slang : a stu¬ 
pid or foolish person ■ Don’t be such a doofus. 

dOO*hick*ey /'duijhiki/ noun, pi -eys [count] US, informal 
: an object or device whose name you do not know or have 
forgotten ■ I need one of those doohickeys [=thingamajigs, 
whatchamacallits] with the long handles. 

1 dOOITl /'du:m/ noun [noncount] 

1 : very bad events or situations that cannot be avoided ■ 
The sailors had a sense/feeling of (impending) doom as the 
storm approached. [=they sensed or felt that something veiy 
bad was going to happen] ■ The prophets of doom [=people 
who predict that bad things will happen] say that the Inter¬ 
net will kill off print newspapers. ■ The papers are filled with 
stories of gloom and doom. 

2 : death or ruin ■ the story of a mysterious creature who 
lures travelers to their doom ■ Prepare to meet your doom, 
[-die] ■ The poor economy spelled doom for many small 
businesses. [=many small businesses would fail because of 
the poor economy] 

2 dOOm verb dooms; doomed; doom.ing [+ obj]: to make 
(someone or something) certain to fail, suffer, die, etc. ■ A 
criminal record will doom your chances of becoming a poli¬ 
tician. — usually used as (be) doomed ■ The plan was doomed 
from the start. ■ The treaty is doomed [-destined] to failure/ 
fail. ■ If no one rescues us, we are doomed. ■ a project 
doomed by the poor/weak economy ■ The species is doomed 
to extinction. 

— doomed adj ■ a doomed plan/mission/ship 

dOOm*say*er /'duin^seja 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : someone 

who predicts that bad things will happen ■ Don’t listen to the 
doomsayers. 

dOOlT1S*day /'du:mz,dei/ noun [singular] : the day the 
world ends or is destroyed ■ a warning that doomsday is near 
■ doomsday predictions ■ The book explores a doomsday 
scenario in which an asteroid hits the Earth. ■ a doomsday 
machine [=a machine that will destroy the world] ■ It’ll be 
like that from now until doomsday. [=for a very long time: 
forever] 

doom-ster /'duimsta/ noun, pi -sters [count] Brit, informal 
l DOOMSAYER 

door /'doa*/ noun, pi doors [count] 

1 a : a movable piece of wood, glass, or metal that swings or 
slides open and shut so that people can enter or leave a 
room, building, vehicle, etc. ■ open/shut/slam/lock/bolt the 
door ■ I heard a knock on/at the door. • the bedroom/bath¬ 
room/cellar door ■ The car has four doors. = It’s a four -door 
car. ■ Leave the package at the front/back/side door. [=the 
door at the front/back/side of the house, building, etc.] ■ Can 
you answer the doot? [=open the door to see who is knock¬ 
ing on the door or ringing the doorbell] ■ Is somebody at the 
doot? [=knocking on the door or ringing the doorbell] ■ Let 
me open the door for you. = (US) Let me get the door for 
you. ■ (US) Can you get the door? [=can you open or close the 
door for me?] My hands are full. ■ an exterior/outside door 
[=a door that can be used to enter or leave a building] ■ an in¬ 
terior door [=a door inside a building; a door that connects 
rooms] ■ a garage door [=a large door that covers the open¬ 
ing through which a car enters and leaves a garage] ■ turn/ 
pull the door handle ■ a large brass door knocker [ =knocker ] 

— see also back door, dutch door, french door, re¬ 
volving DOOR, STORM DOOR, trapdoor b I a part of an 
object (such as piece of furniture or an appliance) that 
swings or slides open and shut ■ the cupboard/closet/refrig- 
erator/oven door 

2 : the opening for a door : the entrance to a room or build¬ 
ing : doorway ■ Please don’t block the door. ■ I peeked 
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through the open door. ■ He stood at/before the door. ■ He 
greeted his guests as they came in/through the door. = He 
greeted his guests at the door. • She walked out the door 
[=le/t] without saying goodbye. ■ standing (just/right) inside/ 
outside the door I=inside/outside the room, building, etc., 
near the door] 

3 : a house, building, apartment, office, etc. — used with an 
adverb to indicate where something is in relation to some¬ 
thing else ■ She lives in a house two doors down/up from me. 
[=there is one house between our houses] ■ The library is a 
few doors down from the bank. [=there are several buildings 
between the library and the bank] ■ We grew up two doors 
apart. [=with one house/apartment between our houses/ 
apartments] If you do something (from) door to door, you 
do it at each of the houses, apartments, or buildings in an 
area. ■ Girl Scouts are selling cookies door to door. - Girl 
Scouts are going door to door selling cookies. ■ She went 
(from) door to door looking for her cat. — see also DOOR-TO- 
DOOR, NEXT DOOR 

4 — used especially with open or unlock to describe an op¬ 
portunity or possibility ■ The grant will open new doors for 
our town. [=will give our town new opportunities] • The dis¬ 
covery may unlock the door to a cure for the disease. ■ The 
door is open (to you) if you want a better job. ■ A good edu¬ 
cation can open/unlock the door of success. [=can make suc¬ 
cess possible] ■ The patent on the product has expired, which 
leaves the door open for [=makes it possible for] other com¬ 
panies to make it. — see also out of doors 

at death’s door see death 
behind closed doors see closed 

close the door on : to no longer think about, consider, or 
accept (something) • I’d like to close the door on that chap¬ 
ter in my life. ■ The former senator says she hasn't closed 
the door on politics. ■ Don't close the door on your options. 
close your doors 1 : to not allow someone to enter • The 
country has closed its doors to immigrants. 2 of a business 
or organization : to close permanently : to stop operating ■ 
The museum may be forced to close its doors. ■ The store 
closed its doors (for the last time) last fall. 
darken someone’s door/doors see darken 
get your foot in the door see 1 foot 
keep the wolf from the door see ‘wolf 
lay the blame for (something) at someone’s door : to 
blame someone for (something) • They laid the blame for 
the book’s failure at my door, 
open doors for see 2 open 
open the door see 2 open 

open your doors 1 : to allow someone to enter ■ The 
country has opened its doors to immigrants. • local church¬ 
es that open their doors to the homeless in the winter 
months [=that let homeless people stay there] 2 of a busi¬ 
ness or organization : to open for business : to begin oper¬ 
ating ■ The new store will be opening its doors next month. 
show (someone) the door : to tell or force (someone) to 
leave • We don’t tolerate bad behavior. If you cause trou¬ 
ble, we’ll show you the door. • If the coach doesn’t win this 
year, they'll show him the door. [=they’ll fire him] 
show/see (someone) to the door : to go to the door with 
(someone who is leaving) ■ My secretary will show you to 
the door. [=show you out] 

— doorless adj ■ a doorless cubicle 
door-bell /'doa^bel/ noun, pi -bells [count] : a bell inside a 
house or building that is rung usually by pushing a button 
beside an outside door ■ We rang the doorbell until someone 
came to let us in. 
do—Or—die /'duiwa^'dai/ adj 

1 always used before a noun : very determined • Her do-or- 
die attitude is inspiring. 

2 — used to describe a situation in which you have to do 
something or you will fail, lose, etc. • With only 10 seconds 
left, this is a do-or-die situation for the team. If they don't 
score, the game is over. ■ It is do-or-die for the team. 

door-frame /'doa-.freim/ noun, pi -frames [count] : a 
door’s frame : the structure around the opening of a door 
door-jamb /'doa'iCfcsemb/ noun, pi -jambs [count] : an up¬ 
right piece that forms the side of a door’s frame 
door-keep-er /'doa-ikfcp^/ noun, pi -ers [count]: someone 
who guards a door and checks people to see if they are al¬ 
lowed to enter the building 

door-knob /'doa^naib/ noun, pi -knobs [count] : a round 
handle that you turn to open a door — see pictures at DOOR, 
KNOB 


door 



door-man /'doa-jinsen/ noun, pi -men /-,mcn/ [count] : a 
person (especially a man) whose job is to stand next to the 
main door of a building (such as a hotel or apartment build¬ 
ing) and help people by opening the door, calling taxis, etc. 
door-mat /'doa^mzet/ noun, pi -mats [count] 

1 : a mat that you put on the floor or ground on one side of a 
door so that people can wipe the bottoms of their shoes on it 

2 informal : someone who is treated badly by other people 
and does not complain ■ She was tired of being a doormat 
and decided it was time to stand up for herself. 

door-nail /'do^neil/ noun 
(as) dead as a doornail see ‘dead 
door-post /'doa^poust/ noun, pi -posts [count] : door¬ 
jamb 

door prize noun, pi ~ prizes [count] US : a prize that you 
get at a social event if you were given the winning ticket 
when you arrived 

door-Step /'doa^step/ noun, pi -steps [count]: a step or se¬ 
ries of steps leading up to one of the doors that is used to en¬ 
ter or leave a building ■ We sat on the doorstep. ■ The police 
were at my doorstep. — often used figuratively ■ The beach is 
right at your doorstep. [=the beach is very close] ■ Bars and 
restaurants are on the doorstep of the hotel. [=bars and res¬ 
taurants are very close to the hotel] — see picture at HOUSE 
door-stop /'doa^sta.p/ noun, pi -stops [count] 

1 : an object that is attached to a wall or the floor to prevent 
a door from hitting and damaging the wall 

2 : something (such as a wedge or weight) that is used to 
hold a door open 

door—tO—door /idoato'doa 1 / adj, always used before a noun 
: going or made by going to each house, apartment, or build¬ 
ing in an area ■ a door-to-door salesman ■ a door-to-door sur¬ 
vey — see also (from) door to door at DOOR 
door-way /'doa,wei/ noun, pi - ways [count] 

1 : the opening where a door is ■ Please don’t block the door¬ 
way. ■ She stepped through the doorway. ■ the castle’s arched 
doorways — sometimes used figuratively ■ We hope that 
these talks will be a doorway to peace. [=will lead to peace] 

2 : the space in front of a door • He stood in the doorway, 
wondering if he should go in. ■ Homeless people sleep in the 
doorways of the shops. 

door-yard /'doa, jaad/ noun, pi -yards [count] US : a yard 
next to the door of a house • flowers blooming in the door- 
yard • dootyard gardens 

dOO—WOp /'du:,wa:p/ noun [noncount] : a style of popular 
music that involves singing nonsense syllables 
dOO-zy or doo*zie /'du:zi/ noun, pi -zies [count] US. infor¬ 
mal : something that is unusually good, bad, big, severe, etc. 
• They say the snowstorm tonight is going to be a doozy. ■ 
Watch out for that first step. It’s a doozy. • Some of her com¬ 
ments have been real doozies. ■ a doozy of a year 
1 dope /'doup/ noun, pi dopes informal 

1 [noncount]: an illegal drug (such as marijuana or heroin) * 
They were caught smoking dope. • a dope addict/dealer 
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2 [count] : a stupid or annoying person • What a dope he is. 

3 the dope : information about someone or something that 
is not commonly or immediately known ■ What’s the dope 
[=skinny, scoop] on the new guy? [=what do you know about 
him?] ■ The magazine claims to have the inside dope [infor¬ 
mation known only by those involved] on her new romance. 

■ Give me the straight dope on it. [=tell me the truth about it] 

2 dope verb dopes; doped; dop-ing [+ obj] informal 

1 : to give a drug to (a person or animal) especially to cause 
unconsciousness ■ They tried to dope him. — often used as 
(be) doped • She war doped and kidnapped. 

2 : to put a drug in (something, such as food or a drink) to 
make a person or animal unconscious 'They dopedhxs food. 

— often used as (be) doped ■ She began to feel sleepy and 
suspected that her drink had been doped. 

dope out [phrasal verb] dope out (something) or dope 
(something) out US : to understand or find (something, 
such as a reason or a solution) by thinking : to figure out 
(something) ■ She’s still trying to dope out exactly what 
happened. 

dope up [phrasal verb] dope up (someone) or dope (some¬ 
one) up : to give (someone) a drug that affects the ability 
to think or behave normally — usually used as (be) doped 
up • I was doped up with/on painkillers after my surgery. 
3 dope adi [more most -] US slang : great or excellent ■ 
That movie was so dope. • Check out this dope new song, 
dope-head /'doup.hcd/ noun, pi -heads [count] informal 
: a person who uses a lot of illegal drugs : a drug addict 
dop-ey /'doopi/ adi dop-i-er: -est [also more most ~] in¬ 
formal 

1 a : feeling the effects of a drug ■ I’m still a little dopey from 
the painkillers, b : slow because you are tired ■ After being 
up all night I was pretty dopey at work. 

2 : foolish or stupid • a dopey movie ■ He’s a little dopey. 
doping noun [noncount] : the illegal use of a drug (such as a 

steroid) to improve an athlete’s performance • increased ef¬ 
forts to detect doping at the Olympic Games ■ doping tests/ 
scandals — see also blood doping 
dop-pel-gang-er or dop-pel-gang-er /'daipal.gaeijga'/ 
noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : someone who looks like someone else ■ I saw your dop- 
pelgdnger [=(more commonly) double] yesterday. 

2 literary : a ghost that looks like a living person ■ In the sto¬ 
ry, the character is haunted by a doppelgdnger. 

Dopp-ler radar /'daipla--/ noun [noncount] : a radar sys¬ 
tem that is used especially for predicting the weather 
do—rag /'du:,raeg/ noun, pi -rags [count] US. informal : a 
piece of cloth that is worn on the head to cover the hair 
dork /'doa-k/ noun, pi dorks [count] informal : a person who 
behaves awkwardly around other people and usually has un¬ 
stylish clothes, hair, etc. ■ Back in high school, all the kids 
thought he was a dork, [-nerd, loser] ■ I look like a complete 
dork in these clothes. 

— dorky /'doa'ki/ adj dork-i-er; -est ■ He’s that tall, dorky 
[=nerdy] guy with the glasses. 

dorm /'doa-m/ noun, pi dorms [count] informal : dormito¬ 
ry • We all lived in the same dorm during our sophomore 
year. • my old dorm room 

dor-mant /’doa-mant/ adj [more most —] : not doing any¬ 
thing at this time : not active but able to become active • a 
dormant volcano ■ The seeds will remain/lie dormant until 
the spring. ■ Her emotions have lain dormant for many years. 

— dor-man-cy /'dozwnansi/ noun [noncount] ■ The volcano 
has been in a state of dormancy for many years. ■ a period 
of dormancy 

dor-mer /'doa'ma 1 / noun, pi -mers [count] 

1 : a window that is in a part of a building that sticks out 
from a slanted roof — called also dormer window', see pic¬ 
ture at HOUSE 

2 : the part of a building that contains a dormer 

— dor-mered /'doa-ma-d/ acjj • dormered windows 
1 dor*mi*tO*ry /'doa-ma^ori, Brit 'daimatri/ noun, pi -ries 

[count] 

1 US : a building on a school campus that has rooms where 
students can live ■ a college dormitory [=dorm, residence hall] 

2 : a large room with many beds where people can sleep ■ 
Guests at the camp can stay in private cabins or for a smaller 
fee in the dormitories. 

2 dormitory adj, always used before a noun, Brit : lived in by 
people who go to another town or city to work • a dormitory 
town [=(US) bedroom community] 
dor-mouse /'doa^maos/ noun, pi -mice /-,mais/ [count] : a 


European animal that looks like a small squirrel 
dor-sal fin /'doasal-/ noun, pi ~ fins [count] : a flat thin 
part on the back of some fish (such as sharks) 
do-ry /'dori/ noun, pi -ries [count] : a boat that has a flat 
bottom and high sides and that is used especially for fishing 
dOS-age /'dousicfc/ noun, pi -ag-es [count] : the amount of 
a medicine, drug, or vitamin that should be taken at one 
time or regularly during a period of time — usually singular 
■ Each pill/tablet has the dosage necessary to reduce pain 
and swelling. • Some patients may benefit from a larger dos¬ 
age of this medication. ■ Do not exceed the recommended 
dosage. [=do not take more than doctors recommend] 
1 dOSe /'dons/ noun, pi dos-es [count] 

1 : the amount of a medicine, drug, or vitamin that is taken 
at one time * I’ve been taking the same dose for five years. • a 
large dose of vitamin C 

2 : an amount of a substance ■ The drug is lethal even in 
small doses. • a large dose of sugar ■ a high dose of radiation 

3 : an amount of something that a person experiences ■ Her 
parents hoped a daily dose of hard work would keep her out 
of trouble. • He needs a good dose of reality. 

a dose of your own medicine see medicine 
2 dose verb doses; dosed; dos-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to give a dose of medicine to (someone or something) ■ 
Most patients are dosed at 50 milligrams per day. — often + 
with ■ She dosed herself daily with aspirin. 

2 : to give an amount of a substance to (someone or some¬ 
thing) — usually + with ■ The victims were dosed with poison. 

3 US : to add something to (something) — usually + with • 
The pasta sauce was heavily dosed with garlic. [=there was a 
lot of garlic in the pasta sauce] 

dOSh /'da:// noun [noncount] Brit, informal : money • earn¬ 
ing lots of dosh 

doss /'da:s/ verb doss-es; dossed; doss-ing [no obj] 

Brit, informal : to sleep in a usually uncomfortable place that 
does not have a bed — usually + down ■ We’ll have to doss 
down [-bed down] in the car for the night. 
doSS-er /'daisa-/ noun, pi -ers [count] Brit, informal: a per¬ 
son who does not have a home to sleep in : a homeless per¬ 
son 

doss-house /'da:s,haos/ noun.pl -hous-es [count] chiefly 
Brit, informal: flophouse 

dos-sier /'da:s,jei/ noun, pi -siers [count] : a group of pa¬ 
pers that contain detailed information about someone or 
something ■ the patient’s medical dossier [=(more common¬ 
ly) file] — often + on ■ Investigators began compiling a dos¬ 
sier on him after he was suspected of stealing. 

1 dOt /'da:t/ noun, pi dots [count] 

1 : a small round mark ■ Put a dot over the i. ■ The dots on 
the map represent cities. ■ She said, “Go to Learners Dictio¬ 
nary dot com [=the Web site www.leamersdictionary.com] 
for more information.” — see also POLKA dot 

2 : a small spot : a small area that is different in color from 
the main part • You have a dot of ketchup on your shirt. ■ As 
we drove away, the house became just a dot on the horizon. 

3 : a short signal (such as a sound or a flash of light) that rep¬ 
resents a letter or a part of a letter in Morse code ■ The 
Morse code for the letter v is three dots and a dash. 
— compare 2 dash 7 

connect the dots see connect 

on the dot informal : exactly at a particular time ■ She ar¬ 
rived at 3 o’clock on the dot. = She arrived on the dot of 3. 
[=she arrived exactly at 3 o’clock] 
since the year dot see year 
2 dot verb dots; dot-ted; dot-ting [+ obj] 

1 : to mark (something) with a dot • Don’t forget to dot the /. 

If you dot the/your i’s and cross the/your t’s, you make 
sure that all of the small details in something have been com¬ 
pleted. • We need some extra time to dot the i’s and cross the 
t’s on the report. 

2 : to appear at many different places on the surface of 
(something) ■ Quaint cottages dot the countryside. • The 
fields were dotted with wildflowers. 

3 : to put a small amount of something on different parts of 
(a surface) ■ Dot the cream all over your face. 

dot-age /'dooticfe/ noun [noncount] : the period of old age 
: the time when a person is old and often less able to remem¬ 
ber or do things — often used after in or into • He has be¬ 
come friendlier in his dotage. ■ The actress continued to 
work well into her dotage. 

dOt—COm /'da:t,ka:m/ noun, pi -corns [count] : a company 
that sells its products or services only on the Internet ■ a sue- 
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cessful dot-com — often used before another noun • She 
owned thousands of dollars in dot-com stock. ■ the dot-com 
boom of the 1990s 

dote /'doot/ verb dotes; dot-ed; dotting 
dote on/upon [phrasal verb] dote on/upon (someone or 
something) : to give a lot of love or attention to (someone 
or something) • She doted on her new grandchild, 
doting adj, always used before a noun : showing a lot of love 
or attention ■ the child’s doting grandmother 
— dot*ing*ly adv ■ She smiled dotingly at the baby, 
dot matrix noun, pi ~ matrices or ~ matrixes [count] : a 
pattern of dots that form letters, numbers, etc., on a comput¬ 
er screen or on something printed from a computer — often 
used before another noun • Dot matrix printers have been 
largely replaced with laser printers, 
dotted adj : covered with dots ■ the plant’s dotted green and 
white leaves [=leaves covered with green and white dots] ■ He 
drew a dotted line. [=a line that is made up of a series of dots] 
Dotted line is often used to refer to the place at the bottom 
of a document where a person signs and agrees to the terms 
in the document. ■ Just sign on the dotted line and we’ll have 
a deal. 

dot*ty /'da:ti/ adj dot-ti-er; -est old-fashioned + informal 
: somewhat crazy ■ my dotty old grandparents 
1 doi^ble AUbal/ adj 

1 : made of two parts that are similar or exactly the same ■ 
One of the eggs had a double yolk. ■ The truck crossed the 
double yellow line and entered the other lane. ■ My name is 
“Allison,” with a double “1.” ■ The band is releasing a double 
album [=a set of two records, CDs, etc.] later this year. • Go 
through those double doors and walk to the end of the hall. • 
He was convicted of a double murder. [=of killing two people 
at the same time] 

2 : having two very different parts or qualities • He served a 
double [=dual] role as both king and servant to his people. ■ 
His statement has a double meaning. [=it means two different 
things] ■ In this film, he does double duty [=performs two 
roles] as both actor and director. -❖’If you are leading/living 
a double life , you have something secret that you do as an 
important part of your life in addition to the regular parts of 
your life that other people know about. • She was a newspa¬ 
per reporter who led/lived a double life as a spy. 

3 a : of a size that is twice as big as usual : of an amount that 
is twice as much as usual • I'll have a double espresso, please. 
■ two double martinis ■ a double dose of medicine ■ Line the 
pan with a double thickness [=two layers] of foil. ■ a double 
order of fries b : coming from two different places or 
sources ■ families with a double income [=two incomes] 

4 : two times as great or as many as the number, amount, 
size, etc., of something else • The college had double [-twice 1 
the number of expected applicants. ■ Our new car was dou¬ 
ble the price of our last one. ■ The CEO’s salary is nearly dou¬ 
ble that of the president. 

5 : made for two people to use • We’ll need a double room. • 
a room with a double bed 

6 of a flower : having more than the usual number of petals ■ 
double flowers/blooms 

2 double verb dou«bles; dou-bled; dou-bling 

1 a [+ obj] : to cause (something) to become two times as 
great or as many ■ They doubled their winnings, b [no obj] 
: to become two times as great or as many ■ The price of the 
house had doubled. = The house had doubled in price. 

2 [no obj] : to have a second job or use — + as ■ Our couch 
often doubles as a bed. [=is often used as a bed] ■ Their living 
room doubles as a home office. 

3 a [+ obj] : to bend or fold (something, such as a piece of 
paper) usually in the middle — usually + over or up • I dou¬ 
bled over the paper and put it in my notebook, b : to bend 
forward at the waist — usually + over or up [no obj] We all 
doubled over laughing. • He doubled up in pain. [+ obj] The 
pain doubled him over. = He was doubled over with pain. 

4 [no obj] baseball : to hit a double : to hit the ball so that 
you can reach second base ■ He doubled to left field. 
double back [phrasal verb] : to turn around and return on 

the same path • I’m going to double back to see if I dropped 
the ring on the way here. 

double up [phrasal verb ] : to share a place to live or sleep 
that is made for one person or one family ■ Some families 
have to double up [=live with another family] in crowded 
apartments. ■ There was only one bed, so we had to double 
up. — see also 2 double 3b (above) 
double up on [phrasal verb] double up on (something) : to 


use or do two times as many of (something) • I’m going to 
have to double up on [=take twice as many] classes this se¬ 
mester if I want to graduate this year. 

3 double noun, pi doubles 

1 [singular] : something that is two times the usual size, 
strength, or amount ■ I’ll have one more glass of vodka. 
Make it a double, please. 

2 [count] a : someone who looks very much like another 
person ■ People often tell me that I’m his double, b : a per¬ 
son who looks like an actor and takes the actor’s place in 
some scenes in a movie or TV show ■ The actress’s double did 
all of the dangerous scenes. • Can you tell if it’s the actor or 
his double in that shot? — see also body double, stunt 
DOUBLE 

3 [count] baseball : a hit in baseball that allows a batter to 
reach second base ■ He hit a double in the eighth inning. 

— compare home run, single, triple 

4 doubles [plural] : a game of tennis or a similar sport that is 
played between two pairs of players ■ We play doubles with 
another couple on the weekends. ■ He’s my doubles partner. 

5 [count] : a room in a hotel, inn, etc., for two people ■ We’ll 
need a double for the night. — compare SINGLE 

double or nothing ( US) or Brit double or quits : a gam¬ 
bling bet in which you could win two times as much mon¬ 
ey as you have already won or you could lose all of the 
money ■ I won $20 on the first game but lost it on the sec¬ 
ond game going double or nothing, 
on the double ( US ) or Brit at the double informal : very 
quickly : as soon as possible • I need you back here on the 
double, [immediately] 

4 dOUble adv 

1 : two times as many or as much ■ The last question on the 
exam counts double. [=is worth twice as many points] ■ I was 
charged/billed double. [=twice the usual amount] 

2 : two times — usually used in combination • I was double- 
charged/billed. [=1 was charged/billed twice for the same 
product or service] 

bend double : to fold in the middle. • I held on tight as my 
fishing rod bent double. • He bent double [^doubled over] in 
pain. <- Bend double is used more frequently in British En¬ 
glish than in U.S. English. 

see double : to see two things when only one thing is 
present • As her eyesight got worse, she began seeing dou¬ 
ble. 

that goes double for informal — used to say that some¬ 
thing you have just said about one person or thing relates 
even more strongly to another ■ You’re in trouble, Steven. 
And that goes double for you, John. [=you, John, are in 
even more trouble than Steven] 
double agent noun, pi ~ agents [count] : a spy who pre¬ 
tends to spy for one government while actually spying for 
another ■ He was secretly working as a double agent for the 
Americans during the war. 

doU‘ble-bar*reled ( US) or Brit dou*ble-bar*relled 

/.dAbal'berald/ adj 

1 of a gun : having two tubes (called barrels) that bullets or 
pellets are shot through • a double-barreled shotgun 

2 US : having two parts or purposes ■ She made a double- 
barreled announcement that she was both leaving the com¬ 
pany and getting married. • a double-barreled question 

double bass noun, pi ~ basses [count] : a very large mu¬ 
sical instrument that is shaped like a violin — called also 
contrabass ; see picture at stringed instrument 
double bill noun, pi ~ bills [count] : two movies, plays, 
concerts, etc., that are seen one after the other — compare 
DOUBLE FEATURE 

double bind noun, pi ~~ binds [count] : a very difficult sit¬ 
uation that has no good solution — usually singular ■ He 
finds himself caught in a double bind : By doing his job, he 
could end up hurting his family. 
dOU«ble—blind /.dAbal'blaind/ adj, technical — used to de¬ 
scribe an experiment that is done so that neither the people 
who are doing the experiment nor the people who are the 
subjects of the experiments know which of the groups being 
studied is the control group and which is the test group ■ a 
double-blind drug trial 

double bogey noun, pi ~ -geys [count] golf : a score that 
is two more than the official standard score for a particular 
hole : a score of two strokes over par on a hole ■ He made/ 
scored a double bogey on the fourth hole. 

- double bogey verb — geys; ~ -geyed; — geying [+ 
obj] ■ He double bogeyed the fourth hole. 
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double boiler noun, pi -ers [count] : a pair of deep 
cooking pans that fit together so that the contents of the top 
pan can be cooked or heated by boiling water in the bottom 
pan ■ Melt the chocolate in a double boiler. — see picture at 
KITCHEN 

double bond noun, pi ~~ bonds [count] technical : a chem¬ 
ical bond in which two atoms in a molecule share two pairs 
of electrons — compare single bond, triple bond 
double-book verb -books; -booked; -book-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make plans for (someone or something) to be in two 
different places at the same time ■ My husband and I are 
double-booked for/on Friday night. [=we are scheduled to go 
to two different places at the same time on Friday night] 

2 ; to promise a room, seat, table, etc., to two different peo¬ 
ple or groups at the same time ■ The airline double-booked 
my seat. = The airline double-booked me. — compare over¬ 
book 

dOU a ble—breastfed AdAbal'brestad/ adj, of a coat or jack¬ 
et : having two rows of buttons ■ He is wearing a tan double- 
breasted jacket. — compare single-breasted 
dou-ble-^check /.dAbal'tfek/ verb -checks; -checked; 
-checking : to check (something) again in order to be cer¬ 
tain [+ obj] Be sure to double-check your answers before 
handing in your test, [no obj] I thought I mailed the letter al¬ 
ready, but let me double-check. 

— double check noun, pi ~ checks [count] ■ Did you do a 
double check of the list? 

double chin noun, pi ~~ chins [count] : a fold of fat that 
some people have under their chin and that looks like a sec¬ 
ond chin 

double-click verb -clicks; -clicked; -click-ing : to 

choose something on a computer screen by quickly pressing 
a button on a computer mouse or other device two times [+ 
obj] Double-click the icon to start the program, [no obj] — 
often + on ■ Double-click on the icon. 

— double click noun, pi ~ clicks [count] ■ A double click 
with the mouse will start the program. 

double cream noun [noncount] Brit : heavy cream 
dou-ble-cross /.dAbal'krcr.s/ verb -cross-es; -crossed; 
-crossing [+ obj] : to cheat or deceive (someone) especial¬ 
ly by doing something that is different from what you said 
you would do ■ I thought I could trust her, but she double- 
crossed me. 

— double cross noun, pi ~ crosses [count] ■ He accused 
his manager of a dirty double cross. • lies and double crosses 

— dou-ble—cross-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ They’re a 
couple of dirty double-crossers. 

double date noun, pi ~~ dates [count] : an activity (such as 
going to the movies or going out to eat) that two couples do 
together * Would you two ladies like to go on a double date 
with me and my friend? 

— double-date verb -dates; -dated; -dat-ing [no obj] ■ 
My boyfriend and I often double-date with a couple that 
we met in college. 

dOU-ble—dealing /^Absl'diilig/ noun [noncount] : the 
practice of pretending to do or think one thing while really 
doing or thinking something different : dishonest or decep¬ 
tive behavior ■ His double-dealing [-duplicity, deceitfulness] 
has caused many of his former friends to distrust him. 

— dou-ble—deal-er /.dAbal'diila-/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

— double-dealing adj ■ He could no longer trust his 
double-dealing friend. 

dOU-ble—deck-er AdAbaPdeka-/ noun, pi -ers [count] 
: something that has two levels or layers ■ The bus we rode 
on was a double-decker. — usually used before another noun 
■ We took a tour of London on a double-decker bus. ■ double- 
decker trains ■ a double-decker sandwich — compare 
SINGLE-DECKER, TRIPLE-DECKER 
double digits noun [plural] chiefly US : a number or per¬ 
centage that is 10 or greater ■ They won the game by double 
digits. [=by 10 or more] ■ The state's unemployment rate re¬ 
mains in the double digits. — called also double figures 

— dou-ble— dig-it /tdAbal'dicfeit/ adj, always used before a 
noun ■ the state’s double-digit unemployment rate ■ double¬ 
digit price increases 

double dribble noun, pi — dribbles [count] basketball 
: an illegal action that happens when a player dribbles the 
ball with two hands at the same time or starts to dribble 
again after stopping 
double Dutch noun [noncount] 

1 US : the activity of jumping over two jump ropes that two 
people are swinging in circles in opposite directions ■ The 


girls were playing double Dutch on the sidewalk. 

2 chiefly Brit, informal: language that cannot be understood 

■ It was all double Dutch [-nonsense, gibberish] to me. 
dou-ble-edged /.dAbai'ecfed/ adj 

1 : having two sharp edges ■ a double-edged knife 

2 : having two different and opposite parts ■ a double-edged 
problem/strategy 

3 : able to be understood in two different ways ■ double- 
edged remarks ■ a double-edged description 

double-edged sword noun, pi ~ swords [count] 

1 : a sword that has two shaip edges 

2 : something that has both good and bad parts or results ■ 
Freedom of expression can be a double-edged sword. 

dOU-ble en-ten-dre /'dAbalan'tcundra/ noun, pi -dres 
[count] : a word or expression that can be understood in two 
different ways with one way usually referring to sex ■ The 
song’s title is a double entendre. 
double fault noun, pi <■»•' faults [count] tennis : two bad 
serves that result in the loss of a point 
double feature noun, pi -tures [count] US : two movies 
that are shown one after the other — compare double bill 
double figures noun [plural ]: double digits 
double glazing noun [noncount] technical : two layers of 
glass that are set in a window to keep heat inside and reduce 
noise 

— double-glazed adj ■ double-glazed windows 
dou-ble-head-er ^dAbal'heda 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] chief¬ 
ly US : two games (especially baseball games) that are played 
one after the other on the same day ■ The two teams will 
meet in a doubleheader this Saturday. 

double helix noun, pi ~ helices also ~ helixes [count] 
technical : the shape formed by two parallel lines that twist 
around each other <*■ The strands of DNA are arranged in a 
double helix. 

double-hung window noun, pi ~ -dows [count] us : a 
window that can be opened either by sliding the bottom half 
up or by sliding the top half down — called also (.Brit) sash 
window ; see picture at window 
double jeopardy noun [noncount] US, law : the act of 
causing a person to be put on trial two times for the same 
crime ■ constitutional protections against double jeopardy 
dOU-ble—joint-ed /,dAbaP(feointad/ adj : having a joint 
that allows body parts to move in ways that are not typical ■ 
His right shoulder is double-jointed. • double-jointed fingers 
double knit noun, pi ~ knits 

1 [noncount] : a type of cloth that is made with two sets of 
needles and has two connected layers 

2 [count] US : a piece of clothing that is made of double knit 

■ 1960s-style double knits 

— dou-ble—knit adj • a pair of polyester double-knit pants 
double negative noun, pi ~ -tives [count] grammar : a 

clause that has two negative words (such as “nothing” and 
"don’t") when only one is necessary Double negatives are 
usually considered incorrect in English. ■ “I didn't do noth¬ 
ing" is a double negative. If you want to be correct, you 
should say “I didn’t do anything." 
dou-ble—park /,dAbaPpaa>k/ verb -parks; -parked; 
-park-ing : to park (a car or other vehicle) beside a row of 
vehicles that are already parked on the side of the street [+ 
obj] — usually used as (be) double-parked - My truck is 
double-parked outside, [no obj] If you double-park, you will 
get a ticket. 

double play noun, pi ~~ plays [count] baseball : a play in 
which the team in the field causes two runners to be put out 

■ The batter hit into a double play. ■ They turned a double 
play to end the inning. — compare triple play 

dOU-ble—quick /'dAbal,kwik/ adj, always used before a 
noun, chiefly Brit, informal : extra fast or quick ■ They’ve 
been working in double-quick time [=they’ve been working 
very quickly] to finish the project. 

— double-quick adv ■ We have to get this done double- 
quick. 

double—sided adj • having two sides that can be used ■ Fill 
out this double-sided form. ■ double-sided adhesive tape 
dou-ble—space /(dAbal'speis/ verb -spac-es; -spaced: 
-spac-ing : to write or type (a paper, letter, etc.) so that 
each line of words is followed by a line without words [+ 
obj] — often used as (be) double-spaced ■ All essays must be 
typed and double-spaced, [no obj ] Be sure to double-space. It 
makes reading much easier. 

dou-ble-speak /'dAbal,spi:k/ noun [noncount] disapproving 
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: language that can be understood in more than one way and 
that is used to trick or deceive people • political doublespeak 
double Standard noun, pi ~ -dards [count] : a situation 
in which two people, groups, etc., are treated very differently 
from each other in a way that is unfair to one of them ■ She 
argued that society applies a double standard in dealing with 
women who commit adultery. 

double take noun, pi ~ takes [count] : an act of quickly 
looking at something that is surprising or unusual a second 
time after looking at it a moment earlier ■ His parents did a 
double take when he came home with a tattoo. 
dOU-ble—talk /'dAba^taik/ noun [noncount] disapproving 
: language that uses many words but has very little meaning ■ 
We asked for a clear and honest answer, but all we got was a 
bunch of meaningless double-talk. 
double—team /'dAbal.ti.m/ verb -teams; -teamed; 
-teaming [+ obj] US, sports : to block or guard (an oppo¬ 
nent) with two players at one time ■ He was double-teamed 
[=two players guarded him] in the first half of the game, 
double time noun [noncount] : payment of a worker at two 
times the usual rate ■ She was paid double time [=she was 
paid twice as much as usual] for working on Thanksgiving. 

— compare time and a half 

double vision noun [noncount] : a problem with the eyes 
that causes a person to see two objects when only one is 
present ■ He wore special glasses to correct his double vision. 
double wham-my /-'waemi/ noun, pi ~ -mies [count] in¬ 
formal : a situation that is bad in two different ways : a situ¬ 
ation in which two bad conditions exist at the same time or 
two bad things happen one after the other ■ With the cold 
weather and the high cost of heating fuel, homeowners were 
hit with a double whammy this winter. 
dOU*ble—Wide AdAbal'waid/ noun, pi -wides [count] US 
: a mobile home that is made of two units that have been 
connected together side by side — called also double-wide 
trailer 

dou-bly /*dAbli/ adv, always used before an adjective 

1 : much more than usual or previously : to a much higher 
degree than usual ■ We did the test again because we wanted 
to be doubly [=extra, especially, very] sure the results were ac¬ 
curate. ■ I had to work doubly [=twice as] hard after my part¬ 
ner left the competition. 

2 : in two ways : for two reasons ■ Her grades and musical 
talent make her parents doubly proud of her. 

1 doubt /'daut/ verb doubts; doubt-ed; doubt-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to be uncertain about (something) : to believe that 
(something) may not be true or is unlikely ■ She began to 
doubt 1= question ] everything he said. ■ I have always doubted 
the existence of life on other planets. ■ No one doubts that 
the mission will be a success. ■ I seriously doubt my parents 
will let me go. ■ "Do you think you can come tonight?” “I 
doubt it.” 

2 : to have no confidence in (someone or something) ■ I be¬ 
gan to doubt [= question] my own judgment. ■ She doubted his 
ability to succeed. ■ He said he could do it, but I couldn't 
help doubting him. 

— doubt-er noun, pi -ters [count] ■ He did everything he 
could to reassure the doubters. 

doubt noun, pi doubts : a feeling of being uncertain or un¬ 
sure about something [noncount] I still have moments of 
doubt. ■ There can be little doubt that smoking is bad for 
your health. ■ There is no doubt [=question] in my mind that 
he is best candidate. ■ These mistakes cast/throw doubt on 
her ability. = They cast/throw into doubt her ability. [=they 
make people question or lose confidence in her ability] ■ 
(US) The results of the study have been called into doubt. 
[=people are expressing doubts about the results] — often + 
about ■ She was filled with doubt [-uncertainty] about the fu¬ 
ture. ■ The evidence against her leaves little room for doubt 
about her guilt. [=the evidence shows that she is guilty] 
[count] I had a nagging doubt in the back of my mind. — of¬ 
ten + about • He still has doubts about his chances of success. 
• I’ve always had my doubts about him. ■ Two separate stud¬ 
ies have raised doubts about the car’s safety. 
beyond doubt If something is beyond doubt, it is definite¬ 
ly true. ■ The test results proved beyond (all/any) doubt 
that he was not the child’s father. ■ If she is to be found 
guilty, the charges against her must be proved beyond a 
reasonable doubt. ■ I knew, beyond a shadow of a doubt, 
that everything was going to be okay. 
in doubt : in a state of being uncertain or unsure ■ The out¬ 
come was in doubt [=not known with certainty] until the fi¬ 


nal seconds of the game. ■ The future of the company re¬ 
mains very much in doubt. ■ When/if in doubt, please 
contact us with your questions. 
no doubt : without doubt or with very little doubt — used 
when you are making a statement that you think is certain¬ 
ly or almost certainly true • She was no doubt [= certainly, 
doubtless, unquestionably] the smartest person in her class. 
■ No doubt many readers will find the book too long. ■ By 
now, you have no doubt heard the news. ■ “He’ll probably 
blame someone else.” “No doubt." [=1 agree that he'll 
blame someone else] 

no doubt about it — used to stress that something is true • 
No doubt about it, the fans are disappointed in the team. 
the benefit of the doubt see Benefit 
without (a) doubt — used to stress that something is true ■ 
They are, without doubt, the nicest people I’ve ever met. 
dOUbt*ful /'dautfal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : uncertain or unsure about something ■ I tried to reassure 
them, but they remained doubtful. ■ She gave him a doubtful 
look. [=a look that shows doubt] — often + about or of • 
They were doubtful about the benefits of the new system. = 
They were doubtful of its benefits. 

2 ; not likely to be true : not probable ■ He made the doubt¬ 
ful [=dubious] claim that he had never been sick a day in his 
life. ■ The truth of the statements was doubtful. — often + 
that, if, or whether ■ It’s highly doubtful [=unlikely, improba¬ 
ble] that anyone will notice. ■ It is doubtful if she really meant 
what she said. • The situation is bad and it’s doubtful whether 
it will get better soon. 

3 : likely to be bad : not worthy of trust ■ The water avail¬ 
able in the village is of doubtful [^questionable] quality. ■ 
Their decisions were based on data of doubtful accuracy. 

4 : not certain : unknown or undecided ■ The outcome of 
the election remains doubtful. ■ The company is facing a 
doubtful future. 

— doubt-fuMy adv ■ She looked at him doubtfully- 
doubting Thom-as /-'taimas / noun, pi ~ -as-es [count] 

somewhat old-fashioned : someone who rarely trusts or be¬ 
lieves things before having proof : a doubtful or skeptical 
person ■ She kept trying, hoping to prove all those doubting 
Ihomases wrong. 

doubtfess /'dautbs/ adv [more most ~]: without doubt 
or with very little doubt — used when you are making a 
statement that you think is certainly or almost certainly true 
■ She was doubtless [= unquestionably . no doubt] the smartest 
person in her class. ■ There will doubtless be many more is¬ 
sues to deal with before this is over. ■ The car accident will 
doubtless result in a lawsuit. 

douche /'du:.f/ noun, pi douch*es [count] : a liquid that a 
woman squirts into her vagina to wash it; also : an object 
used to squirt such a liquid into the vagina 

- douche verb douches; douched; douching [no obj] • 
She advises her patients not to douche because doing so 
can lead to infections. 

dough /'dou/ noun, pi doughs 

1 [count, noncount] : a mixture of flour, water, and other in¬ 
gredients that is baked to make bread, cookies, etc. 

2 [noncount] informal : MONEY ■ I don’t have much dough. 
dough-nut or chiefly US do*nut /'dou,nAt/ noun, pi -nuts 

[count] 

1 : a piece of sweet fried dough that is often shaped like a 
ring ■ powdered doughnuts ■ a jelly donut 

2 : something that has a round shape like a doughnut ■ draw¬ 
ing doughnuts in the sand ■ a foam doughnut 

dough-ty /'daub/ adj, always used before a noun dough-ti¬ 
er; -est [also more most —] old-fashioned : brave, strong, 
and determined • a doughty fighter 
doughy /'dowi/ adj [more most ~] : resembling dough: 
such as a : not completely baked ■ High humidity can 
make your loaves turn out doughy, b : not hard or firm ■ a 
doughy consistency c : pale in color and unhealthy ■ her 
doughy [-pasty] white skin 

Doug-las fir /,dAgbs-/ noun, pi ~ firs [count] : a very tall 
evergreen tree that grows in the western U.S. 
dou-la /'du:b/ noun, pi -las [count] medical : a woman 
whose job is to give advice and comfort to a woman who is 
giving birth 

dour /'duas 'dawa7 adj dour-er, -est [also more most - ] 
formal : serious and unfriendly ■ a dour politician ■ a dour 
manner ■ She had a dour expression on her face. : silent and 
gloomy ■ the dour mood of the crowd 
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— dour-ly adv [more most ~] — dour-ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

douse /Maos/ verb dous-es; doused; dous-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to cause (a fire) to stop burning by pouring or spraying 
water on it : to extinguish (a fire) with water ■ It took fire¬ 
fighters 15 minutes to douse the blaze. ■ She managed to 
douse the flames with water, b : to turn off (a light) ■ Don’t 
forget to douse the lights before coming to bed. 

2 : to cover (someone or something) with a liquid — usually 
+ in or with • The books were doused in gasoline and set on 
fire. • She doused herself with perfume. 

1 dove /'dAv/ noun, pi doves [count] 

1 : a small wild bird that is related to pigeons -$* Doves are 
often used as a symbol of peace. 

2 : a person who does not want war and does want peace ■ 
The President sided with the doves and worked to avoid war. 

— compare hawk. 

— dov-ish /'dAvijy adj [more most ~] ■ a dovish politician 
2 dove past tense and past participle of 1 dive 

dove-cote /'dAV,koot/ also dove-cot / l dAv l ka.t/ noun, pi 
-cotes also -cots [count] : a small house or box for pigeons 
to live in 

1 dove-tail /'dAv,teil/ noun, pi -tails [count] : a type of joint 
that is used to connect two pieces of wood together — called 
also dovetail joint 

2 dovetail verb -tails; -tailed; -tailing 

1 [+ obj] : to join (two pieces of wood) with dovetail joints ■ 
The carpenter dovetailed (together) the comers (of the 
boards) for extra strength. 

2 [no obj] formal : to fit together in a pleasing or satisfying 
way ■ She found that the positions of the party and her own 
opinions dovetailed [=agreed. corresponded] nicely. — often 
+ with • His research dovetails with other similar studies. 

Dow /'dao/ noun 

the Dow US : dow jones industrial average 
dow-a-ger /Mawidsa*/ noun, pi -gers [count] 

1 : a woman who has inherited property or a title from her 
dead husband — often used before another noun ■ the dowa¬ 
ger Duchess 

2 : an old woman who is very formal or serious ■ The estate 
is owned by a wealthy dowager. 

dowdy /'daodi/ adj dowd-i-er; -est [or more most ~] 
: having a dull or uninteresting appearance : not attractive 
or stylish ■ She played a dowdy old woman in the film. ■ a 
dowdy [-frumpy, drab] gray dress 
dOW-el /Mawal/ noun, pi -els [count] : a pin or peg that is 
used for joining together two pieces of wood, metal, plastic, 
etc. • wooden/steel dowels 

Dow Jones Industrial Average /,dao.cfcounz-/ noun 
the Dow Jones Industrial Average : the daily average of 
the stock prices of a group of large American companies 
1 down /'daun/ adv 

1 a : from a higher to a lower place or position ■ The land 
slopes down to the sea. ■ Please pull down the window shade. 
= Please pull the window shade down. ■ I’ll come down 
[=downstairs] in a minute. ■ She called down to her friends in 
the street below. ■ They set/put the cake down on the table. ■ 
Lay down your book for a minute. • We watched the sun go 
down, b : in a low position or place ■ Keep your head down. 
• We keep our wine collection down in the basement. ■ 
What’s going on down there? 

2 : to or toward the ground or floor ■ He fell down and hurt 
his knee. • Climb down out of that tree! ■ He knocked him 
down with one punch. ■ Don’t look downl ■ Brightly colored 
flags hang down from the ceiling. 

3 : to a lying or sitting position ■ Please, sit down. • Lie down 
and go to sleep. 

4 a : to or toward the south ■ They went down to Florida for 
two weeks. • We drove down from New York. ■ The weather’s 
much warmer down south, b informal : to or toward a 
place that is thought of as below or away from another place 
■ She drove down to our house. • Come on down and see us 
sometime. C : to or toward a place that is away from the 
speaker • He is heading down to the store. ■ Would you mind 
moving (further) down so that we can sit here, too? 

5 : on a piece of paper ■ Write down everything he says. ■ 
Take down this number. ■ Did you get that downl 

6 : at a lower or lesser important position in a list or series ■ 
Supporting public education seems to be far down [=low] on 
the government’s agenda. • Cleaning my house ranks pretty 
far down on my list. [=there are many other things I’d rather 
do] — opposite UP 


7 : to a lower or lesser degree, level, or rate • Slow down. • 
Could you turn the volume down, please? • We should give 
them some time to cool down. • We should wait for the winds 
to calm down before we set sail. ■ The company’s stock went 
down last week. ■ The team was 10 points down [=it had 10 
fewer points than the other team] in the third quarter. • The 
price of gasoline is starting to go down again. — opposite UP 

8 : to a smaller or weaker state • We have scaled down our 
plans for the new building. • Some people want to use the 
budget surplus to pay down the national debt. [=to make 
payments that will reduce the a national debt] • They have 
cut/whittled down the number of candidates. — often + to • 
He finally got his report down to three pages. 

9 : to a state of failure or defeat ■ The school board voted the 
budget down 55 to 15. [=it voted not to pass the budget] 

10 : in a way that causes someone or something to be less 
able to move • Remember to tie down the load. • They had to 
strap the patient down to his bed. 

11 : in a thorough or complete way • The car needs to be 
washed down. • Hose the dog down outside. 

12 : to the place where a person or thing is or came from ■ 
They use dogs to hunt down escaped prisoners. ■ He chased 
the ball down and threw it to third base. ■ Every attempt to 
pin down the cause of the disease has proved unsuccessful. • 
I haven’t been able to track down that quotation. 

13 : from a past time ■ This vase has been handed down in 
our family for several generations. ■ Most of these stories 
were passed down by word of mouth. 

14 : as a first payment: as a down payment ■ We put 10 per¬ 
cent down I=we made a 10 percent down payment] on the 
house. ■ Buy a car now with no money down. [=without mak¬ 
ing a down payment] 

15 : in the stomach ■ The baby is having trouble keeping 
food down. 

16 Brit : away from a school or university ■ He was sent 
down for misconduct and never earned his degree. 

down in the mouth see ‘mouth 

down to 1 : in a way that includes even (the smallest or 
least important part) ■ Our work must be accurate down to 
the last detail. • They knew everything about him down to 
the cologne he wore. 2 : to the last person or thing that 
can be used ■ It looks like it’s down to you and me. [=we are 
the last two people that are available] • I’m down to my last 
dollar. [=1 have only one dollar left] 
down with — used to say that you do not like something 
and want it to stop or fail ■ Down with racism! ■ Down with 
the government! 

keep your head down see ‘head 
let your hair down see hair 
put your foot down see 1 foot 
up and down see ‘up 
with your pants down see pants 
2 down adj 

1 : in a low place or position • The window shades were 
down. ■ The candy is down on the bottom shelf. : on the 
ground or floor ■ There was a pile of dirty clothes down on 
the floor. 

2 : going downward • She took the down escalator. 

3 : lower in price or value ■ These changes should help keep 
prices down. ■ Stocks are down again today. 

4 : less than an earlier or normal level ■ Attendance has been 
down lately. • New construction is down sharply this month. 

5 : having a lower level of activity ■ Our business is having a 
down year. ■ a down market/economy 

6 : having fewer points than an opponent ■ His team was 
down by 10 points [=trailed by 10 points] in the third quarter. 

■ We're down two runs. 

7 : not operating properly : not able to function • We can’t 
get any work done while the network/system is down. 

8 [more most ~]: sad or unhappy ■ You look pretty down. 
What’s the matter? • She was feeling down. 

9 : finished or completed ■ I’ve got eight down and only two 
more to go. [=I’ve finished eight and have two more to do] 

10 : learned in a complete way ■ Do you all have your lines 
downl [-memorized] ■ We have our routine down pat. [=we 
have mastered our routine; we can do it easily] 

11 : having something written or recorded in an official way 

■ You are down for two tickets. [=you are signed up to get 
two tickets] 

12 US slang — used to say that you understand or approve 
of something; usually + with • I told them I wasn’t down with 
lying to people. [=1 don’t think that lying to people is right] • 
Yeah, I’m down with that. 
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13 baseball — used to say how many outs have been made 
in the inning by the team that is batting ■ There are now two 
(men) down in the top of the third inning. 

14 American football — used to say that the ball or the play¬ 
er who has the ball is on the ground and the play has ended ■ 
The runner was down on the fifty-yard line. ■ The ball was 
down. 

down for the count see 2 count 

down on informal : having a bad opinion of someone or 
something ■ My coach has been down on me lately. 
down on your luck see 'luck 

down with : affected by (an illness) ■ She has been down with 
the flu for a week. 

when the chips are down see 'chip 
3 down prep 

1 : from a higher to a lower part of (something) ■ Sweat 
dripped down her neck. ■ The children ran down the hill. ■ 
She fell down the stairs. ■ He climbed down the ladder. ■ He 
spilled mustard down the front of his shirt. ■ Her hair hung 
loosely down her back. 

2 : along the course or path of (something) ■ Go down the 
road/street and turn left. ■ We grew up down the block from 
each other. ■ There’s a bridge three miles down the river. 
[=three miles in the same direction that the water is going in 
the river] ■ ships sailing down the coast [=along the coast usu¬ 
ally toward the south] • The bathroom is halfway down the 
hall on the right. ■ His pitches were right down the middle of 
the plate. ■ I usually part my hair down the center. ■ He is still 
pacing up and down [=back and forth in] the room. 

4 down noun, pi downs 

1 \count\ : a period or state of failure, trouble, etc. — usually 
plural ■ The company has had more downs than ups this 
year. ■ We have had our ups and downs. 

2 American football : one of a series of four chances that a 
team has to move the ball forward 10 yards in order to keep 
the ball and begin a new series [ noncount ] He caught the 
ball on second/third down, [count] a series of downs — see 
also FIRST DOWN 

- compare 5 down, downs 
5 dOwn noun [ noncount\ 

1 : small and very soft feathers ■ goose down ■ a pillow filled 
with down — often used before another noun ■ a down pil¬ 
low/comforter/jacket 

2 : small soft hairs ■ The young man had just a light trace of 
down on his cheeks. ■ the down of a peach 

- compare 4 down, downs 

6 down verb downs: downed; downing [+ obj] 

1 : to cause (something) to fall to the ground ■ He downed 
[=shot down ] four enemy planes. ■ The storm downed power 
lines throughout the city. ■ a downed bird/plane ■ a large 
number of downed power lines 

2 informal : to eat or drink (something) especially quickly ■ 
She quickly downed [=took, swallowed] the pills I gave her. ■ 
They were downing beers and watching the game on TV. 

3 American football: to cause (a football) to be out of play ■ 
The quarterback downed the ball to stop the clock. 

4 informal : defeat • Smith downed Jones in the first round 
of the tournament. ■ The Cardinals downed the Braves by a 
score of 5-2. 

down—and—dirty adj [more most ~] chiefly US, infor¬ 

mal 

1 : involving methods that are regarded as harsh, unfair, etc. 
■ down-and-dirty business practices ■ down-and-dirty compe¬ 
tition 

2 : dirty and in poor condition ■ The story takes place on the 
down-and-dirty [=seedy, decrepit] streets of the city. 

3 : relating to harsh and unpleasant subjects in an honest 
and often shocking way ■ I told them the down-and-dirty 
truth. * a down-and-dirty interview 

4 : basic and practical ■ We have to get down to the down- 
and-dirty [=nitty-gritty] details. 

get down and dirty : to do or say harsh and unpleasant 
things ■ Sometimes you have to get down and dirty with 
your competitors. 

down—and—Out adj [more most - ] informal: very poor 
and without hope : having no money, job, etc. ■ No one 
would help him when he was down-and-out. ■ a movie about 
a down-and-out musician living on the streets 
down—at—the—heels (chiefly US ) or chiefly Brit down- 
at—heel adj : looking or seeming cheap or poor and dirty or 
worn ■ We got a room at a down-at-the-heels [ =dingy , seedy] 
motel. ■ a down-at-heel traveler 


1 down-beat /'daun,bi:t/ noun, pi -beats [count] music 

1 : the downward movement that a conductor makes to 
show which note is played with the greatest stress or force 

2 : the first beat of a measure of music 

2 dOWnbeat adj [more most ~] : sad or depressing : not 
happy or hopeful ■ Many will be surprised by the movie’s un¬ 
usually downbeat [^pessimistic, gloomy] ending. — opposite 
UPBEAT 

down-cast /'daun,k£est, Brit Mau^kcust/ adj 

1 [more most : not happy, confident, or hopeful ■ I’ve 
never seen her looking so downcast. [= depressed , unhappy, 
sad] • There were a lot of downcast faces in the crowd. 

2 of eyes : looking downward ■ downcast eyes 
dOwn-COUrt'/'daun'ko^t/ adv : into or toward the opposite 

end of a basketball court ■ He passed the ball downcourt. ■ 
running downcourt 

down-draft /'daun.drseft, Brit 'daun,dra:ft/ noun, pi 
-drafts [count] technical : a downward flow of air ■ a strong 
downdraft from the thunderstorm 
down-er /'daun ?H noun, pi -ers [count] informal 

1 : a drug that makes the body relax; especially : barbitu¬ 
rate ■ I took some downers to help me sleep. — compare 
UPPER 

2 : something that is unpleasant or depressing • “His cat just 
died.” “Oh, that’s a real downer.” ■ Our conversation about 
death was a bit of a downer. 

down-fall /'daun,fa:l/ noun, pi -falls [count] 

1 : a sudden loss of power, happiness, success, etc. ■ She was 
blamed for the company’s downfall. 1= decline , ruin] ■ Their 
downfall was the result of several bad decisions. 

2 : something that causes failure ■ In the end, gambling 
proved to be his downfall. [=ruin, undoing] ■ Bad decision¬ 
making was their downfall. 

down-field /'daun'fiild /adv, sports : into or toward the part 
of the field toward which a team is headed ■ He threw/ 
kicked the ball downfield. 

— downfield adj ■ a downfield pass 

1 down-grade /'daun,greid/ verb -grades; -grad-ed; 
-grading [+ obj ] 

1 : to give (someone or something) a lower rank or grade ■ If 
you confess to the crime, we may be able to downgrade [= re- 
duct ?] the charge. ■ The restaurant was downgraded from 
three to two stars. ■ a soldier downgraded [-demoted] in rank 
for misconduct — opposite upgrade 

2 : to cause (someone or something) to be thought of as less 
valuable, important, etc. ■ She didn’t intend to downgrade 
the importance of her colleague’s work. 

downgrade noun, pi -grades [count] chiefly US 

1 : an area or surface that goes downward : a downward 
slope ■ a steep downgrade 

2 : an occurrence in which something becomes worse, less 
valuable, etc. ■ a downgrade in the company’s stock prices ■ 
slight downgrades in quality 

down-heart-ed /'daun'ha^tad/ adj [more most ~] : not 
happy, confident, or hopeful ■ Everyone was downhearted 
[-sad, depressed] about the decision to close the factory. 
1 dOwn-hill /,da(m'hil/ adv 

1 : toward the bottom of a hill or mountain ■ It is easier to 
ride a bike downhill than uphill. 

2 : toward a worse state ■ Her career/health is heading down¬ 
hill. ■ After his divorce, he went downhill fast. ■ The service 
has gone downhill under the new owner. 

2 dOWn-hill /'daun.hil/ adj 

1 : going or sloping down toward the bottom of a hill or 
mountain ■ The second half of the hike is mostly downhill. ■ a 
downhill path/slope 

2 not used before a noun a : not difficult: easy to do, deal 
with, etc. ■ The worst part is over. It’s all downhill from here, 
b : becoming worse or less successful ■ The first part of the 
movie was pretty good, but after that it was all downhill. ■ His 
career has been all downhill in recent years. 

3 always used before a noun : relating to or used in a kind of 
skiing that is done down a mountain or hill instead of over 
the countryside ■ I enjoy downhill skiing. ■ a downhill skier/ 
competition ■ downhill skis— compare 'cross-country 3 

3 dOwn-hill /’daun,hil/ noun, pi -hills [count] : a downhill ski¬ 
ing race — usually singular ■ He finished first in the downhill. 
down—home /'daun^oum/ adj [more most ~] US : sim¬ 

ple and informal in a way that reminds people of life in a 
small town or in the country especially in the southern U.S. ■ 
She’s very famous but there is something quiet and down- 
home about her. ■ down-home cooking 
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Dow*ning Street /'daunig-/ noun [singular} : the British 
Prime Minister or the British government ■ Downing Street 
and the White House are currently discussing the issue. <*■ 
The term Downing Street comes from the address of the offi¬ 
cial home of the British Prime Minister at Number 10 Dow¬ 
ning Street in London. 

1 down*load /'daun,loud/verfc -loads; -load-ed; -loading 

computers : to move or copy (a file, program, etc.) from a 
usually larger computer system to another computer or de¬ 
vice [+ obj] He downloaded the files onto his computer. ■ She 
downloads songs from/off the Internet, [no obj\ The soft¬ 
ware downloads quickly. • The new program makes down¬ 
loading faster. — compare upload 

— down-loadable /'daunjoudabal/ adj * downloadable 
files 

2 download noun, pi -loads computers 

1 : an act of moving or copying a file, program, etc., from a 
usually larger computer system to another computer or de¬ 
vice [count] The modem is capable of high-speed down¬ 
loads. ■ The download will take about three minutes, [non¬ 
count] The program is available for download at the 
company’s Web site. 

2 [count] : a file, program, etc., that is downloaded • The 
downloads are all in this folder. 

down—mar*ket /"dau^ma^kat/ adj [more most ~] 
chiefly Brit : made for or appealing to people who do not 
have much money ■ a down-market [=(C/S) downscale] store/ 
hotel; also : of low quality ■ down-market tabloids/products 
-down-market adv ■ The store is going/moving down¬ 
market. [=starting to sell products for people with less 
money! 

down payment noun, pi ~ -ments [count] : a first pay¬ 
ment that you make when you buy something with an agree¬ 
ment to pay the rest later ■ She made a 10 percent down pay¬ 
ment on the car. ■ We put/made a down payment on the 
house. 

downpipe noun, pi -pipes [count] Brit : downspout 

down-play /'daun,plei/ verb -plays; -played; -play-ing 

[+ obj] : to make (something) seem smaller or less important 
■ She downplayed [=played down] her role in the research. ■ 
Athletes often downplay their injuries. 

down-pour /'daun^oa 1 / noun, pi -pours [count]: a sudden 
heavy rain — usually singular ■ We got caught in a torrential 
downpour. 

down-right /'daun,rait/ adv : to the fullest degree : com¬ 
pletely or totally * The movie was downright stupid/bad/ 
scary. • It’s very difficult, if not downright impossible. ■ They 
were downright oveijoyed. 

— downright adj, always used before a noun ■ a downright 
[=absolute, outright] lie ■ I was met with downright hostility. 

down-riv-er /'daun'riva*/ adv : in the direction in which a 
river flows : downstream ■ The raft drifted downriver. 

downs /'daunz/ noun [plural] : a high area of land that has 
low hills and no trees ■ Sheep graze on the grassy downs. ■ the 
South Downs of Southern England Downs often appears in 
the names of racetracks that are used for horseracing. ■ His 
horse won the Kentucky Derby at Churchill Downs. 

Down’s /'daunz/ noun [noncount] medical : down syn¬ 
drome -He has Down’s. ■ 0 informal) a Down’s baby 

1 down-scale /'daun,skeil/ verb -scales; -scaled; -scal¬ 
ing [+ obj] US : to make (something) smaller - The company 
has downscaled production. [=the company is making fewer 
products]' The festival will have to be downscaled this year. 

2 dOWnscalea<# [more most ~] US : relating or appealing 
to people who do not have much money ■ an apartment in a 
downscale neighborhood ■ The company aims to reach a 
more downscale market with its new stores.; also : of low 
quality ■ downscale [={chiefly Brit ) down-market] products 

down-shift /'daunjift/ verb -shifts; -shift-ed; -shift-ing 
[no obj] 

1 : to put the engine of a vehicle into a lower gear ■ You can 
downshift to slow the car down. — opposite upshift 

2 : to begin to work or happen at a level that is slower, easi¬ 
er, or more relaxed ■ Several employees will be downshifting 
from full-time to part-time. [=will start working less than the 
regular number of hours] ■ Expect the real estate market to 
downshift in the next few months. [=expect that fewer people 
will be buying and selling houses, buildings, etc.] 

— downshift noun, pi -shifts [count] • a downshift into first 
gear - downshifts in economic growth 

down-side /'daun,said/ noun, pi -sides [count] : a part of 
something that you do not want or like : a drawback or dis¬ 


advantage -He could find no downside to the car. ■ On the 
downside [=when you consider the disadvantages], the car 
does not have much trunk space. — often + of ■ The down¬ 
side of the camera is that the batteries have to be replaced of¬ 
ten. — opposite UPSIDE 

down-size /'daun,saiz/ verb -siz-es; -sized; -siz-ing 

1 : to make (something) smaller [+ obj] They have down¬ 
sized the car’s engine in the new model, [no obj] We down¬ 
sized to a smaller apartment last year. [=we moved to a 
smaller apartment] 

2 ; to make a company smaller and more efficient by reduc¬ 
ing the number of workers [no obj] The company is plan¬ 
ning to downsize next year. [+ obj] The company will be 
downsized next year. ■ The company has downsized ^re¬ 
duced] its staff. ■ She was downsized [=she was dismissed 
from her job] after 15 years with the company. 

— downsizing noun, pi -ings [count] He lost his job in a 
recent downsizing at the company. ■ corporate downsizings 
[noncount] problems caused by corporate downsizing 

down-slide /'daun,slaid/ noun, pi -slides [count] US : a sit¬ 
uation in which something decreases or becomes worse — 
usually singular ■ an economic downslide [=(more common¬ 
ly) downturn] ■ Her career has been on a/the downslide. 
down-slope /'daun,sloup/ adv, US : toward the bottom of 
a hill or mountain : down a slope ■ We slowly walked down- 
slope. [=(more commonly) downhill] — opposite upslope 

— downslope adj ■ downslope winds — downslope noun, 
pi -slopes [count] ■ We’ll stop to rest on the downslope. 

down-spout /'daun f spaut/ noun, pi -spouts [count] US : a 
pipe that carries rainwater from the roof of a building to the 
ground — called also drainpipe, {Brit) downpipe ; see picture 
at HOUSE 

Down’s syndrome noun [noncount] medical : down 

SYNDROME 

down-stage /'daun'steicfc/ adv : toward the front part of a 
stage ■ The actress walked downstage to address the audi¬ 
ence. 

1 down-stairs /'daun'ste^z/ adv ; on or to a lower floor of a 
building ■ He ran downstairs to answer the door. ■ He lives 
downstairs from us. ■ "Where are the kids?” "They’re down¬ 
stairs." 

2 dOWn-Stairs /'daun^tea-z/ adj, always used before a noun 
: located on a lower, main, or first floor of a building ■ the 
downstairs bathroom ■ There are five downstairs rooms. 
3 dOWn-Stairs /'daun'ste^z/ noun 

the downstairs : the lower and usually main floor of a 
building ■ The downstairs needs to be cleaned. ■ We painted 
the downstairs. 

down-state /'daun,steit/ noun [noncount] US : the southern 
part of a state ■ He is from downstate. 

— downstate adj ■ downstate New York — down-state 
/'daun'steit/ adv ■ She moved downstate last year. ■ He lives 
downstate. 

down-stream /'daun'striim /adv : in the direction in which 
a stream, river, etc., flows ■ The next town is six miles down¬ 
stream. ■ float downstream 

down-swing /'daun,swirj/ noun, pi -swings [count] 

1 : a situation in which something decreases or becomes 
worse ■ The company is experiencing a financial downswing. 
[=(more commonly) downturn] ■ The company’s sales are on 
a/the downswing. [=are decreasing] 

2 golf : a forward and downward movement of a club as a 
golfer hits a shot 

Down syndrome /*daun-/ noun [noncount] medical : a 
condition that someone is born with and that causes below 
average mental abilities and problems in physical develop¬ 
ment. — called also Down ’5, Down’s syndrome 
down-time /'daun,taim/ noun [noncount] 

1 US : time when you are not working or busy ■ After a busy 
day at work, I look forward to some downtime at home. ■ 
The kids napped during their downtime. 

2 : time during which a computer or machine is not working 
■ We need to minimize network downtime. 

down—to—earth adj [more most ~] 

1 : informal and easy to talk to • a down-to-earth person ■ 
He’s very down-to-earth despite his fame. 

2 : practical and sensible • down-to-earth advice ■ Students 
liked the teacher’s down-to-earth approach. 

1 down-town / l daun,taun/ noun, pi -towns [count] chiefly 
US : the main or central part of a city or town : the part of a 
city or town where there are tall buildings, stores, offices, 
etc. — usually singular ■ I live close to downtown. - The city’s 
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downtown is thriving. — compare uptown 
2 dOWntOWn /.daun'taun/ adv, chiefly US : to, toward, or in 
the main or central part of a city or town ■ Does this bus go 
downtown ? ■ We went shopping downtown. 

— downtown adj, always used before a noun ■ downtown 
stores/restaurants ■ downtown Boston 

dOWn-trod*den /'daun'trcudn/ adj, somewhat formal 
: without hope because of being treated badly by powerful 
people, governments, etc. ■ downtrodden people ■ They were 
poor and downtrodden. 

the downtrodden : downtrodden people ■ He showed com¬ 
passion for the downtrodden. 

down-turn /'daun,ten/ noun, pi -turns [count] : a situation 
in which something (such as business or economic activity) 
decreases or becomes worse — usually singular ■ an eco¬ 
nomic downturn = a downturn in the economy ■ There’s been 
a downturn in the housing market. 

1 down-ward {chiefly US) /'daunwa-d/ or chiefly Brit down¬ 
wards /'daunwa-dz/ adv 

1 : from a higher place or level to a lower place or level ■ The 
mountain streams flow downward to the lake. ■ Heating costs 
rise as the temperature heads downward. [=as the weather 
becomes colder] 

2 : toward the ground, floor, etc. : not up ■ The hawk flew 
downward. ■ The arrow pointed downward. ■ Mud covered 
his pants from the knees downward. 

3 : toward people with less power, money, etc. ■ Everyone in 
the company, from the president downward, has been in¬ 
volved in these decisions. [=the president and all the employ¬ 
ees with less authority, power, etc., have been involved] 

4 : to a smaller amount: to a lower number ■ We received an 
estimate, but the number has since been revised downward. 

downward adj, always used before a noun 

1 : moving or going from a higher place or level to a lower 
place or level ■ a downward slope ■ Sales continued their 
downward trend. ■ Her life was in a downward spiral [=a pro¬ 
cess of constantly getting worse] as she battled depression 
and addiction. 

2 : moving or going toward the ground, floor, etc. ■ the 
hawk’s downward flight 

3 : changing to a smaller amount or lower number ■ the 
downward revision of an estimate 

down-wind /'daun'wind/ adv : in the direction that the 
wind is moving ■ We sailed downwind. — often + of or from ■ 
His clothes smelled like smoke after standing downwind of 
the campfire. ■ Pollution from the factory affects those who 
live downwind from it. 

— downwind adj ■ the downwind side of a campfire 
downy /'dauni/ adj down-i-er; -est 

1 — used to describe small, soft feathers or something that 
resembles such feathers ■ the down feathers of a baby bird ■ 
her soft downy hair 

2 : covered or filled with small, soft feathers or something 
like them ■ downy chicks/leaves/pillows 

dow-ry /'dauri/ noun, pi -ries [count] : money or property 
that a wife or wife’s family gives to her husband when the 
wife and husband marry in some cultures 
dowse /'dauz/ verb dows-es; dowsed; dows-ing [no obj] 
: to search for an underground supply of water by using a 
special stick that leads you to it — usually +for • dowse for 
water 

— dows-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

dowsing rod noun, pi ~ rods [count] : divining rod 
doy-en /'dojan/ noun, pi -ens [count] formal : a person who 
has a lot of experience in or knowledge about a particular 
profession, subject, etc. ■ a fashion doyen ■ He is considered 
the doyen of political journalists/joumalism. 
doy-enne /doi'en/ noun, pi -ennes [count] : a woman who 
has a lot of experience in or knowledge about a particular 
profession, subject, etc. ■ the doyenne of the fashion industry 
dOZ. abbr dozen 

doze /'douz/ verb doz-es; dozed; doz-ing [no obj] : to 
sleep lightly especially for a short period of time • He was 
dozing [=napping] on the sofa when I got home. 
doze off [phrasal verb] : to fall asleep especially for a short 
period of time ■ A few students dozed off [=nodded off, 
dropped off] during the movie. 

— doze noun [singular] ■ He drifted into a light doze. 
doz-en /'dAzn/ noun, pi doz-ens or dozen 

1 pi dozen [count] : a group of 12 people or things ■ a dozen 
eggs [=12 eggs] ■ half a dozen eggs = a half-dozen eggs [=six 
eggs] ■ two dozen roses [=24 roses] ■ We’ll need a couple doz¬ 


en hot dogs for the party. [=we will need about 24 hot dogs] ■ 
A few dozen people were at the party. [=about 36 people 
were at the party] ■ She has published several dozen [=many, 
probably more than 36] poems. — see also baker’s dozen 
2 dozens [plural] : large numbers of people or things ■ Peo¬ 
ple entered the park by/in the dozens. [=large groups of peo¬ 
ple entered the park] — often + of ■ Dozens of [-many] peo¬ 
ple were at the park. ■ The shop sells dozens and dozens of 
[=very many] kinds of tea. 
a dime a dozen see dime 
six of one, half a dozen of the other see six 
dozy /'douzi/ adj doz-i-er; -est [also more most ~] infor¬ 
mal 

1 : tired or sleepy ■ I feel dozy. 

2 Brit : stupid or silly ■ He’s a dozy old chap. ■ He’s a little 
dozy. 

dpi abbr dots per inch ■ an image with 72 dpi [=an image that 
is made of 72 dots of ink in each inch] 

Dr. (C/5) or Brit Dr abbr 1 doctor ■ Dr. Jones 2 drive ■ The 
reception will be held at 27 Chestnut Dr. 
drab /'drEeb/ adj drab-ber; drab-best [also more —; most 
~]: not bright or colorful: too plain or dull to be interesting 
■ drab buildings/clothes/offices/rooms ■ He lives a drab life. 

— see also olive drab 

— drab-ly adv ■ a drably dressed woman — drab-ness noun 
[noncount] ■ the drabness of the buildings 

drabs /'drabz/ noun 
dribs and drabs see dribs 

dra-CO-ni-an /drei'kounijan/ adj [more most —\formal + 
disapproving : very severe or cruel ■ The editorial criticizes 
the draconian measures being taken to control the spread of 
the disease. ■ draconian punishments 
1 draft /'draft, Brit 'draift/ noun, pi drafts 

1 [count] : a version of something (such as a document) that 
you make before you make the final version ■ The published 
poem differs quite a bit from earlier drafts. ■ I just completed 
a rough draft [=a first version that needs a lot of editing and 
rewriting] of my speech. ■ The final draft [=the final version] 
is due tomorrow. 

2 US draft or Brit draught [count] : cool air moving in a 
closed space (such as a room) ■ You may want to seal the 
windows with plastic to stop drafts. 

3 [count] US a : a system in which young people are re¬ 
quired to join the armed forces of a country for a period of 
service — usually singular ■ There is debate about whether 
the country needs a draft. ■ Congress reinstated the draft. — 
often used before another noun ■ He burned his draft card. ■ 
He’s a draft dodger. [=a person who illegally avoids joining 
the armed forces] b : a system by which professional sports 
teams choose players from college or high school teams — 
usually singular ■ He was chosen in the first round of the 
draft. — often used before another noun ■ draft day • He was 
a first-round draft pick. 

4 US draft or Brit draught [count]formal + literary : an act of 
drinking something; also : the amount swallowed at one 
time ■ He took a big draft of beer. 

5 US draft or Brit draught [count] : a beer that is stored in 
and poured from a large container • The bar has 15 different 
drafts on tap. 

6 : an order for the payment of money from a person or 
bank to another person or bank [count] The bank issued a 
draft, [noncount] Payment must be made by bank draft. 

7 US draft or Brit draught technical a : the depth of water 
that a boat needs in order to be able to float [count] — usu¬ 
ally singular ■ a boat with a deep/shallow draft [noncount] a 
ship with 45 feet of draft b [noncount] : the depth of the wa¬ 
ter in a river, channel, etc. ■ a canal/channel that provides 60 
feet of draft 

8 draught [count] Brit : 2 checker 

on draft (US) or Brit on draught of beer : stored in and 
poured from a large container instead of in individual bot¬ 
tles or cans ■ The bar has beer on draft. [=on tap] 

2 draft adj, always used before a noun 

1 US draft or Brit draught of an animal : used for pulling 
heavy loads ■ draft animals/horses 

2 US draft or Brit draught of beer : stored in and poured 
from a large container ■ draft beer 

3 : not yet in the final form ■ a draft law/constitution/treaty 
3 draft verb drafts; draft-ed; drafting [+ obj] 

1 : to make a version of (something, such as a document or 
plan) that will need more work in order to be finished ■ He 
drafted a speech. ■ The two countries are drafting a treaty. 
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2 a : to choose (someone) for a special purpose • The drama 
club drafted three teenagers to be in the parade. — often 
used as (be/get) drafted ■ A few of us were drafted to help dis¬ 
tribute flyers. ■ He got drafted for the fall play, b US : to of¬ 
ficially order (someone) to join the armed forces ■ The legis¬ 
lature debated drafting more soldiers. — often used as (be/ 
get) drafted ■ He was drafted for the war. ■ He got drafted into 
the army. C US l to choose (someone) to play on a profes¬ 
sional sports team ■ The new rule prohibits teams from draft¬ 
ing players under 18. — often used as (be/get) drafted ■ He 
was drafted in the first round. ■ He got drafted by the Jets. 
draft»ee /,draf*ti:, Brit ,dra:Pti:/ noun, pi -ees [count] US 

1 : someone who is officially ordered to join the armed forc¬ 
es 

2 : someone who is chosen to play on a professional sports 
team 

draft*er /'drafts, Brit ‘drcufta'/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : someone who writes an official or legal document (such 
as a law) based on the ideas that have been officially dis¬ 
cussed ■ the drafters of the amendment/constitution 

2 : a person whose job is to make drawings that will be used 
to make machines, buildings, etc. : draftsman 

3 : someone who makes a version of something (such as a 
document or plan) that will need more work in order to be 
finished ■ She spoke to the drafter of the report. 

drafts-man /‘draftsman, Brit ‘draftsman/ noun, pi drafts¬ 
men /‘draftsman, Brit ‘draftsman/ [count] 

1 US draftsman or Brit draughtsman : a person whose job 
is to make drawings that will be used to make machines, 
buildings, etc. 

2 : someone who writes an official or legal document (such 
as a law) based on the ideas that have been officially dis¬ 
cussed ■ the draftsmen [=(more commonly) drafters] of the 
U.S. Constitution 

3 US draftsman or Brit draughtsman : an artist who draws 
well ■ Her use of color is not outstanding, but she is a first- 
rate draftsman. 

- drafts-man-ship (US) or Brit draughts-man-ship 

/‘draftsman,Jip, Brit ‘draftsman,Jip/ noun [noncount] • 
Her work shows sophisticated draftsmanship. 
drafts-per-son (US) or Brit draughts-per-son 
/‘drafts,pa^p, Brit ‘dra:fts,pa:sii/ noun, pi drafts-peo-ple 
/‘drafts,pi:pai, Brit ‘dra:fts,pi:pal/ [count] : draftsman ■ 
She was one of the bill’s draftspeople. 
dratty (US) or Brit draughty /‘drafti, Brit ‘draifti/ adj draf- 
ti-er; -est : having cold air moving through in a way that is 
unpleasant or uncomfortable ■ a drafty room ■ The house is 
very drafty. 

-draft-i-ness (US) or Brit draught-i*ness /‘draftinas, 
Brit ‘dra:ftinas/ noun [noncount] 

1 drag /‘drag/ verb drags; dragged; dragging 

\[+obj] : to pull (someone or something that is heavy or dif¬ 
ficult to move) ■ She dragged one of the other tables over to 
ours. ■ Firefighters dragged the man to safety. ■ One of the 
parents eventually dragged the screaming toddler out of the 
store. — often used figuratively ■ She practically had to drag 
her husband to the opera. ■ You drag me all the way out here 
only to tell me that the store is closed!? ■ She was dragged 
kicking and screaming into the family business. [=she was 
forced to join the family business] 

2 a [no obj] : to move along the ground, floor, etc., while be¬ 
ing pulled ■ Your scarf is dragging. • The broken muffler 
dragged behind the car. ■ The dog’s leash was dragging along 
the ground, b [+ obj] : to cause (something) to move along 
the ground, floor, etc., by pulling it ■ The child is always 
dragging his blanket. ■ The puppy ran up to us, dragging her 
leash behind her. 

3 a always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj] : to 
force (yourself) to move or to go to a place when you are 
tired, busy. etc. ■ He dragged himself up the stairs and 
climbed into bed. ■ Can you drag yourself away from that 
computer? ■ I could barely drag myself out of bed. [=1 had a 
hard time waking up] b [no obj] : to go or move more slow¬ 
ly than others ■ Quit dragging —walk faster. ■ The nation’s 
economy is dragging [=(more commonly) lagging] behind the 
rest of the world. 

4 [+ obj] : to bring (an unpleasant or complicated subject, 
fact, etc.) into a discussion or argument — + up or into • Do 
you always have to drag [-dredge] up the past? ■ They can’t 
seem to avoid dragging religion into politics. [=mentioning 
religion in a discussion about politics] 

5 [no obj 1: to go on for a long time in a way that seems slow 


and boring ■ The movie was good, but I thought it dragged at 
the end. ■ The hours seemed to drag (by) as the day went on. 

6 [+ obj] : to pull a net or set of hooks through (a river, lake, 
pond, etc.) in order to search for or collect something ■ 
Searchers used three boats to drag the river. ■ They dragged 
[=trawled] the waters for fish. 

7 [+ obj] computers : to move (items on a computer screen) 
by using a computer mouse ■ Drag the file/picture to this 
folder. 

drag down [phrasal verb] 1 drag (someone) down or drag 
down (someone) : to force (someone) into a bad situation 
or condition ■ We cannot let our enemies drag us down to 
their level. [=we should not let their bad behavior convince 
us to behave badly] 2 drag (someone) down : to make 
(someone) unhappy ■ You can’t let her bad moods drag 
you down. 3 drag down (something) or drag (something) 
down : to make (something) lower in amount or quality ■ 
High energy costs are dragging down profits. 
drag into [phrasal verb] drag (someone) into (something) 
: to involve (a person, group, etc.) in (a difficult or compli¬ 
cated situation) ■ I’m sorry for dragging you into this. • 
Don’t drag the children into this. ■ We will not let the coun¬ 
try be dragged into another war. — see also 1 drag 4 
(above) 

drag on [phrasal verb] disapproving : to go on for a long time 
: to progress slowly ■ The meeting dragged on until almost 
midnight. ■ The lawsuit dragged on for years. 
drag out [phrasal verb] 1 drag out (something) or drag 
(something) out : to cause (something) to take more time 
than necessary ■ He dragged out the speech much too long. 
■ Stop dragging the story out and get to the point. 2 drag 
(something) out of (someone) : to force (something, such 
as a confession) from (someone) : to make (someone) tell 
you (something) ■ The teacher eventually dragged a confes¬ 
sion out of one of the students. ■ Doctors sometimes have 
to drag information out of their patients. 
drag someone’s name through the mud : to publicly say 
false or bad things that harm someone’s reputation ■ My 
opponent has dragged my name through the mud. 
drag your feet also drag your heels : to avoid doing some¬ 
thing for a long time because you do not want to do it • 
Quit dragging your feet and make a decision! ■ After 
months of dragging its heels , Congress voted on the bill. 
like something the cat dragged in see cat 
Look what the cat dragged ini see cat 
2 drag noun, pi drags 

1 [singular] informal : someone or something that is boring, 
annoying, or disappointing ■ My parents can be such a drag. 
They won’t let me do anything. ■ These meetings are a total 
drag. 

2 [singular] informal : someone or something that makes ac¬ 
tion or progress slower or more difficult — usually + on • 
High taxes have been a drag on the economy. ■ The senator 
should resign before she becomes a drag on the party, ^be¬ 
fore she causes people to vote for candidates in another po¬ 
litical party] 

3 [count] informal : the act of breathing in smoke from a cig¬ 
arette, cigar, pipe, etc. ■ Let me have a drag from your ciga¬ 
rette. ■ He took a long drag on the cigarette. 

4 [noncount] physics : the force of air that pushes against an 
airplane, a car, etc., as it moves forward ■ The jet’s sleek de¬ 
sign reduces drag. 

in drag : wearing clothes that are usually worn by the oppo¬ 
site sex • They went to the party (dressed) in drag. ■ She’s in 
drag. [=dressed as a man] 

- see also main drag 

drag-net /‘drag,net/ noun, pi -nets [count] 

1 : a series of actions that are done by the police in order to 
catch criminals ■ Nine suspects were caught in the police 
dragnet. 

2 : a net that is pulled along the bottom of a river, lake, 
pond, etc., to search for or collect something 

drag-on /‘dragan/ noun, pi -ons [count] : an imaginary an¬ 
imal that can breathe out fire and looks like a very large liz¬ 
ard with wings, a long tail, and large claws 
drag-on-fly /‘dragan,flai/ noun, pi -flies [count] : a large 
insect that has a long thin body and four wings and that is of¬ 
ten seen near water — see color picture on page CIO 
dragon lady noun, pi ~ ladies [count] chiefly US, informal 
+ disapproving : a woman who is often angry or cruel espe¬ 
cially when people do not do what she wants ■ The new boss 
is a real dragon lady. 
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1 dra-goon /drs'guin/ noun, pi -goons [count] chiefly Brit : a 
soldier especially in the past who rode a horse and carried a 
gun 

2 dragoon verb -goons; -gooned; -goon-ing 

dragoon into \phrasal verb ] dragoon (someone) into (some¬ 
thing) : to force or convince (someone) to do (something) ■ 
Somehow I was dragooned into working overtime, 
drag queen noun, pi ~ queens [count] informal : a homo¬ 
sexual man who dresses as a woman especially to entertain 
people 

drag race noun, pi ~ races [count] : a contest in which 
people race cars at very high speeds over a short distance 
— drag racer noun, pi ~ -ers [count] ■ He is one of the best 
drag racers in the country. — drag racing noun [non¬ 
count] ■ He likes drag racing. 

drag*Ster /'dragstay noun, pi -sters [count] : a car that is 
made for drag racing 

drag Strip noun, pi ~ strips [count] : a place where drag 
races happen 

1 drain /'drein/ verb drains; drained; draining 

1 a [+ obj] : to remove (liquid) from something by letting it 
flow away or out ■ Drain the canned tomatoes before adding 
them to the pot. ■ The swamp has been drained. — often + 
from ■ Drain the fat/grease from the pan. ■ We have to drain 
some water from the pool, b [no obj] of a container : to be¬ 
come empty of a liquid ■ I was waiting for the bathtub to 
drain. ■ The sink won’t drain, c [no obj] of a liquid : to flow 
into, away from, or out of something ■ The river drains into a 
lake. ■ The blood/color drained from her face. [=she got pale] 

2 a (+ obj] : to cause (something) to lose something impor¬ 
tant — + of a Years of civil war have drained the country of 
its resources. [=have used up the country’s resources] ■ Over¬ 
use has drained the phrase of all meaning, b : to slowly be 
used up or to cause (something) to slowly be used up [+ obj] 
Years of civil war have drained the country’s resources. ■ The 
city’s emergency fund has been drained, [no obj] — usually 
+ away ■ She felt her anger drain away. 

3 [+ obj] : to make (someone) very physically or mentally 
tired ■ The work drained [=exhausted] me. ■ I feel totally 
drained of energy this evening. "Her work is very draining. 
[=tiring] 

4 [+ obj] : to drink all of the liquid in (something) • He 
drained the mug and left. 

5 [+ obj] US, sports, informal : to make (a successful shot) in 
a very skillful and impressive way ■ (basketball) She took a 
long jump shot and drained it. ■ (golf) He drained the putt for 
a birdie. 

drain off [phrasal verb] drain off (something) or drain (some¬ 
thing) off a : to cause (a liquid) to flow away from some¬ 
thing or to leave the surface of something ■ When the 
beans have cooked long enough to be tender, drain off the 
water and set them aside, b : to take (something impor¬ 
tant or valuable) from something ■ An independent candi¬ 
date could drain ojf[=siphon off] votes from either party. 
2 drain noun, pi drains [count] 

1 : something (such as a pipe) that is used for removing a liq¬ 
uid from a place or container • He poured the spoiled milk 
down/into the drain. [ =(Brit ) plughole] ■ The drain in the 
bathtub/sink is blocked/clogged. ■ ( chiefly Brit) They are re¬ 
pairing the drains, [-sewer system] 

2 : something that uses a lot of time, money, etc. — usually 
singular; usually + on - Tuition costs are a drain on the family 
income. ■ The war has been a big drain on the country’s re¬ 
sources. — see also brain drain 

down the drain informal 1 — used to describe something 
that is being wasted or lost ■ All my hard work went down 
the drain. ■ You’re pouring your money down the drain. 
[=you’re wasting your money] 2 — used to describe 
something that is getting much worse ■ The public schools 
are going down the drain. 

drain-age /'dreirucfe/ noun [noncount] : the act or process of 
draining something : the act or process of removing water or 
liquid from a place or thing • the drainage of swamps ■ The 
soil has good drainage. [=extra water does not stay in the 
soil] ■ The holes in the bottom of the flower pot are for drain¬ 
age. [=are for the extra water to flow out] — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ a drainage system/basin/ditch/channel 
drain-board /'dreinjboad/ noun, pi -boards [count] US : a 
sloping area near a kitchen sink used for drying dishes — 
called also (Brit) draining board 
drained /'dreind/ adj 

1 : with the water or liquid removed ■ a drained swamp ■ 


Add one cup tomatoes, drained. ■ well -drained soil 
2 not used before a noun [more most ~] : very tired : ex¬ 
hausted • I feel totally drained. 
drain-pipe /'drein,paip/ noun, pi -pipes [count] 

1 : a pipe that carries rainwater from the roof of a building 
to the ground : downspout 

2 US : a pipe that carries liquid waste and water away from 
buildings — see picture at plumbing 

drake /'dreik/ noun, pi drakes [count] : a male duck 
dram /'dram/ noun, pi drams [count] : a small amount of 
an alcoholic drink ■ a dram of whiskey 
dra-ma /'dra.'ma/ noun, pi -mas 

1 a [count] : a piece of writing that tells a story and is per¬ 
formed on a stage ■ He is reading an ancient Greek drama. 
b : a play, movie, television show, or radio show that is 
about a serious subject and is not meant to make the audi¬ 
ence laugh [count] a television/radio drama ■ a police drama 
[=a serious show about police work] [noncount] I prefer dra¬ 
ma to comedy. 

2 [noncount] : the art or activity of performing a role in a 
play, show, etc. : acting ■ His interest in drama began at a 
very young age. ■ She studied drama in college. • drama 
school ■ a drama teacher/student 

3 : a situation or series of events that is exciting and that af¬ 
fects people’s emotions [count] the dramas of teenage life ■ 
She watched the drama unfold as they began screaming at 
each other, [noncount] a competition full of drama ■ the 
drama of the courtroom proceedings ■ a moment of high 
drama [=a very exciting and dramatic momentl 

Dram-a-mine /'drama,mi:n /trademark — used for a drug 
that people take to prevent nausea 
drama queen noun, pi ~ queens [count] disapproving : a 
person (especially a woman) who acts as though things are 
much worse than they really are 
dra-mat-IC /dra'msetik/ adj 

1 [more most ~] a : sudden and extreme ■ His parents 
noticed a dramatic change/improvement/difference in his 
behavior. ■ There was a dramatic increase/decrease/rise/fall 
in prices, b : greatly affecting people’s emotions ■ the 
team’s dramatic [=exciting ] overtime victory ■ The book tells 
the dramatic story of her battle with cancer, c : attracting 
attention : causing people to carefully listen, look, etc. ■ She 
made a dramatic entrance wearing a bright red dress. ■ There 
was a dramatic pause before his big announcement. ■ The 
painter used dramatic colors/accents, d : often showing a 
lot of emotion : tending to behave and react in an exaggerat¬ 
ed way ■ Oh, you’re fine—don’t be so dramatic, [-melodra¬ 
matic] 

2 always used before a noun : of or relating to plays and the 
performance of plays ■ They are members of the local dra¬ 
matic society. 

— dra-mat-i-cal-ly /dra'mzetikli/ adv [more most ~] ■ His 
behavior has improved dramatically. [=very much! ■ They 
called to us from shore, waving their arms dramatically. 
[=using large motions] 

dra-mat-iCS /dra'nratiks/ noun 

1 [plural] : behavior that is very emotional in a way that does 
not seem sincere : exaggerated behavior » a child prone to 
dramatics 

2 [noncount] : the study or practice of acting in or producing 
plays ■ She is studying/leaming dramatics in school. — see 
also AMATEUR DRAMATICS 

dra-ma-tis per-SO-nae Adramataspa^souni/ noun [plu¬ 
ral] formal : the characters or actors in a play, movie, etc. 
dram-a-tist /'dramatist/ noun, pi -tists [count] 

1 : someone who writes plays : playwright ■ the American 
dramatist Arthur Miller 

2 : someone who writes dramas (sense lb) ■ a radio/televi¬ 
sion dramatist 

dram-a-tize also Brit dram-a-tise /'drama,taiz/ verb -tiz- 
es; -tized; -tiz-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make (a book, an event, etc.) into a play, movie, televi¬ 
sion show, etc. ■ The movie dramatizes her early life. ■ The 
book is dramatized in a new play. 

2 : to make a situation seem more important or serious than 
it really is ■ I know I tend to dramatize things but it really was 
awful. 

3 : to show (something that might not be noticed) in a clear 
and effective way • She cited a series of statistics to dramatize 
the seriousness of the problem. ■ This tragedy dramatizes the 
need for improvements in highway safety. 

- dram-a-ti-za-tion also Brit dram-a-ti-sa-tion 
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/idramata'zei/an, Brit ^ram^tai'zeijan/ noun, pi -tions 
[count] — often + of • a radio dramatization of the novel ■ 
The TV show included many dramatizations of actual 
events, [noncount] The novel is not fit for dramatization. 
drank past tense of 'drink 
drape /'dreip/ verb drapes; draped; drap-ing 

1 a [+ obj] : to loosely place or hang (something) • We’ll 
drape strings of lights between the trees for the party. — of¬ 
ten + over or around • He had one leg draped over the arm of 
the sofa. ■ She draped the coat around my shoulders. • He 
had a scarf draped around his neck, b [no obj] of cloth : to 
hang in a pleasing way ■ This silk drapes beautifully. 

2 [+ obj] : to cover (someone or something) with a cloth — 
usually + with or in ■ The police draped the body with a blan¬ 
ket. ■ The tables were draped in linen. — sometimes used fig¬ 
uratively ■ She was draped in gold chains. [=she was wearing 
many gold chains] 

drap-ery /'dreipari/ noun, pi -er-ies 

1 US : long heavy curtains [plural] We bought new draperies 
[=(more commonly) drapes] for the room, [noncount] ( some¬ 
what formal ) I’d like to replace the drapery in the living 
room. 

2 [noncount] : a decorative cloth that is arranged or hung in 
loose folds ■ The painter arranged several items among drap¬ 
ery and began to work. 

drapes /'dreips/ noun [plural] chiefly US : long heavy cur¬ 
tains ■ This room needs new drapes. 
draS'tiC /'drastik/ adj [more most ~] : extreme in effect 
or action : severe or serious ■ The situation calls for drastic 
measures/action. • drastic cuts/reductions in spending ■ May¬ 
be we should try something less drastic first. 

— dras-tl-cal-ly /'drastikli/ adv In recent years, the town’s 
population has declined drastically. [=(more commonly) 
dramatically] ■ The neighborhood has drastically changed, 
drat /'drat/ inter/, informal + old-fashioned — used to show 
that you are annoyed or disappointed ■ Drat\ I forgot the 
tickets. 

drat-ted /‘dratad/ adj, always used before a noun, informal + 
old-fashioned : annoying or disappointing ■ That dratted 
[=dam, darned] dog is back again. 

1 draught Brit spelling of draft 

2 draught /'drceft, Brit 'draft/ noun, pi draughts [count] Brit 
: 2 checker 

draught-board /'draft,bo&d, Brit 'draift.bo.d/ noun, pi 
-boards [count] Brit: checkerboard 
draughts /'drafts, Brit 'drarfts/ noun [noncount] Brit 
: checkers 

draughtsman, draughtsperson, draughty Brit 
spellings of draftsman, draftsperson, drafty 

1 draw /'dra:/ verb draws; drew /'dru:/; drawn /'drain/; 
draw-ing 

1 : to make (a picture, image, etc.) by making lines on a sur¬ 
face especially with a pencil, pen, marker, chalk, etc., but 
not usually with paint [+ obj] He drew me a picture of the 
bike. = He drew a picture of the bike for me. ■ The computer 
can draw the graph for you. ■ Students drew maps of the 
states and labeled them, [no obj] You draw very well. ■ She 
sat down and began to draw. — compare paint 

2 [+ obj] : to cause (attention) to be given to someone or 
something ■ The case has drawn attention to the fact that 
many athletes never graduate. • I would like to draw your at¬ 
tention to the third line. ■ He didn’t want to draw attention to 
himself. [=he did not want to cause people to notice him] 

3 [+ obj] a : to cause (someone or something) to come : to 
attract (someone or something) ■ The band always draws a 
large crowd. ■ She felt drawn [= attracted ] to the young man. ■ 
The college draws students from around the world. ■ The an¬ 
imals were drawn to the campsite by the smell of food. ■ We 
hope the display in the window will draw customers in from 
the street. • The lure of city life has drawn away many of the 
town’s young people. ■ My eye was drawn to the painting. 
[=some characteristic of the painting made me want to look 
at it] b : to cause (someone) to become involved or inter¬ 
ested in something or someone — + in, into , or to ■ What first 
drew you to teaching? ■ A good writer knows how to draw 
readers in. [=how to make readers interested; how to make 
people want to read something] — often used as (be/get) 
drawn ■ She was drawn in by his friendly manner. [=she want¬ 
ed to know and talk to him because he was friendly] ■ She got 
drawn into the conversation. 

4 [+ obj] : to get or receive (something) ■ a television show 
that has drawn consistently high ratings ■ The player drew a 


foul. : to get (a particular response or reaction) ■ His speech 
drew cheers from the crowd. ■ The movie has drawn much 
criticism/praise from critics. ■ He is a talented high school 
athlete who has drawn the interest of several major colleges. 

■ The principal's remarks have drawn fire [=attracted angry 
criticism] from both parents and teachers. 

5 a always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
move in a specified direction • She drew away from the spi¬ 
der. ■ He opened the door and drew back in horror/shock/ 
fear. ■ The car drew (up) alongside us. ■ The train drew 
[=pulled] into the station. ■ She drew her eyebrows together 
in a frown of concentration. — sometimes used figuratively ■ 
He drew away [=(more commonly) withdrew] from his fami¬ 
ly. b [+ obj] : to move (something) by pulling ■ a carriage 
drawn by horses = a horse-drawn carriage ■ Draw the cur¬ 
tains/blinds/shades. [=open or close the curtains/blinds/ 
shades] • a special fabric that draws moisture away from the 
skin ■ She drew the blanket over her head. • Draw up a chair 
and join us. [=bring a chair to where we are and sit down 
with us] ■ She sat down in the chair and drew up her knees/ 
legs. [=she bent her legs and moved her knees toward her 
chest] — sometimes used figuratively • The tragedy drew us 
closer together. [=made us emotionally closer] 

6 [no obj] : to move gradually or steadily in time or space ■ 
The lion drew closer to its prey. ■ The sun is setting and the 
day is drawing to a close. [=ending] ■ Spring is drawing near/ 
nigh, [^approaching] • The car drew to a halt/stop. [=the car 
slowed down and stopped] 

7 [+ obj] a ; to form (something, such as an idea or conclu¬ 
sion) after thinking carefully about information you have ■ 
You can draw your own conclusions. — often + from ■ a 
writer who draws ideas from newspaper stories ■ We can 
draw lessons from past mistakes. [=we can learn from past 
mistakes] b : to describe how two or more things are simi¬ 
lar or different: to make (a comparison, distinction, etc.) be¬ 
tween two or more things ■ Many people have been drawing 
comparisons between the two movies. [=have been saying 
that the movies are similar] ■ She drew important distinctions 
between the two methods. [=described important ways that 
the two methods are different] 

8 a [+ obj] : to take (something) out of a container, pocket, 
etc. ■ They were arguing, and then one of them drew 
[=pulled] a gun. ■ One of the thieves drew a knife on her. 
[=one of the thieves took a knife out of a pocket, container, 
etc., and pointed it at her] • She drew water from the well. 

— see also at daggers drawn at dagger b [+ obj] : to cause 
(something) to come out of a source ■ He drew [=ran] water 
for a bath. C [+ obj] : to get (something) from a source ■ The 
car also draws power from a battery. ■ She draws strength/in¬ 
spiration from her loving family, d : to take (a card) from a 
group of cards [+ obj] Draw four cards, [no obj] You haven’t 
drawn yet. 

9 a [+ obj] : to choose (a thing) from a group without know¬ 
ing which one you are choosing ■ She drew the winning num¬ 
ber/ticket. • We drew names from a hat to decide who would 
go on the trip. ■ {Brit) The U.S. team have been drawn 
against [=chosen to play against] Greece in the first round. 

— see also draw lots at lot b [no obj] : to decide something 
by choosing something from a group ■ We’ll draw to see who 
will drive. — see also draw straws (below) 

10 [+ obj] : to make (something, such as a legal document) in 
a proper or legal form • We hired a lawyer to draw a will. — 
often + up ■ They drew up a contract/proposal/plan/list. 

11 a [+ obj] ; to take (something, such as air or smoke) into 
your lungs by breathing ■ She drew a deep breath before re¬ 
sponding. — often + in • He drew the fresh air in . = He drew 
in the fresh air. b [no obj] : to let air flow through ■ Make 
sure the chimney is drawing properly. ■ The pipe draws well. 

12 [+ obj] a : to take (money) from a bank account: with¬ 
draw — usually + from or out ■ He drew $100 from the bank. 

■ She drew out the money, b : to receive (money) regularly 
from an employer, government, bank, etc. ■ He draws a sala¬ 
ry of about $100,000. ■ He draws unemployment benefits. ■ 
She has started to draw her pension. C : to write (a check) 
and have money taken from a bank account ■ You are now 
authorized to draw checks from the corporate account. 

13 Brit : to finish a game, contest, etc., without having a win¬ 
ner : tie [+ obj] We drew [=(f/5) tied] the game 3-3. [no obj] 
The teams drew [=(£ZS) tied] 3-3. [=each team scored three 
points] — often + against ■ The teams have drawn against 
each other. 

14 [+ obj] archery : to bend (a bow) by pulling back the 
string ■ He drew his bow and aimed at the target. 
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15 [+ obj] Brit: to cause (someone) to say more about some¬ 
thing especiaUy by questioning — often used as (be) drawn’, 
usually + on m She refused to be drawn on whether the com¬ 
pany is considering a merger. 

16(+ obj] technical, of a boat : to need (a particular depth of 

water) in order to float ■ The ship draws 45 feet of water. 

draw a bead on see bead 

draw a blank see 2 blank 

draw a/the line see ‘line 

draw blood see blood 

draw in your horns see ‘horn 

draw off {phrasal verb ] draw off (something) or draw (some¬ 
thing) off : to take or remove (something) from a source or 
supply ■ They illegally drew off thousands of dollars that 
had been donated to the charity. 
draw on/upon {phrasal verb ] 1 draw on literary : to come 

closer in time ■ It became colder as night drew on. [= ap¬ 
proached ] 2 draw on/upon (something) a : to use (some¬ 
thing) as a source or supply * The family is drawing on/up¬ 
on the community for support, b : to use (information, 
experience, knowledge, etc.) to make something • Her new 
book draws on her personal experience as a firefighter. ■ 
The report draws upon several recent studies. 3 draw on 
(something) : to breathe in smoke from (a cigarette, cigar, 
pipe, etc.) ■ He drew on his cigarette. 
draw out {phrasal verb] 1 draw (something) out or draw out 
(something) : to cause (something) to leave a source or 
supply ■ Trees draw water out of the soil. • Salt will draw out 
moisture from vegetables. 2 draw (something) out or 
draw out (something) : to cause (something) to last longer 
than the usual or expected amount of time ■ Questions 
drew the meeting out for another hour. ■ The movie’s love 
scene was drawn out. — see also drawn-out, long- 
drawn-out 3 draw (someone) out or draw out (some¬ 
one) : to cause (someone) to talk freely ■ She tried to draw 
the frightened child out by asking him questions about his 
toys. ■ The reporter had an ability to draw out people. 
draw straws If you draw straws, you choose a stick from 

a group of sticks that are different sizes but that are being 
held in such a way that they look like they are all the same 
size. Usually, whoever chooses the shortest stick or gets/ 
draws the short straw will have to do a particular thing. ■ 
Let’s draw straws to see who will drive. ■ He drew the short 
straw so he has to drive. 

draw the blinds/curtain/shades on : to end (something 
that has been continuing for a long time) ■ Let’s draw the 
curtain on this investigation. — see also ‘draw 5b (above) 
draw up {phrasal verb] A of a vehicle : to approach and stop 
at a place ■ A car drew up [= pulled up] in front of the house. 
2 draw (yourself) up : to stand as straight and tall as you 
can • He drew himself up to (his) full height. — see also 
’draw 10 (above) 

2 draw noun, pi draws {count] 

1 : someone or something that causes a lot of people to 
come to a place : attraction ■ Their band is the main draw 
at the festival. ■ The festival is always a big draw. 

2 : the final result of a game, contest, etc., that does not have 
a winner : TIE ■ The game ended in a draw. - The game was a 
draw. [=both teams/players had the same score] ■ They 
played to a 3-3 draw. [=each team/player had 3 points when 
the game ended] 

3 chiefly Brit : drawing ■ Who won the (prize) drawl — of¬ 
ten +for ■ The draw for the raffle will take place in one hour. 

4 : an act of breathing in smoke from a cigarette, cigar, pipe, 
etc. : drag — often + on or from ■ He took a long draw on/ 
from his cigarette. 

be quick on the draw : to be quick about removing a gun 
from where it is kept: to quickly draw a gun and be ready 
to shoot it — often used figuratively ■ When the huge 
crowd suddenly became unruly, security was quick on the 
draw. [=security reacted very quickly] ■ Critics may have 
been a little too quick on the draw, 
the luck of the draw see ‘luck 
draw-back /'dra:,b£ek/ noun, pi -backs {count] : some¬ 
thing that causes problems : disadvantage ■ The only 
drawback [= downside ] to the plan is that we don’t have the 
time it requires. ■ The trip sounds great, but cost is a major 
drawback. 

draw-bridge /'dra:,bncfc/ noun, pi -bridg-es {count] : a 
bridge that can be raised up so that people cannot cross it or 
so that boats can pass under it ■ raise/lower the drawbridge 
draw-er /'dra:^/ noun, pi -ers 
1 {count] : a box that slides into and out of a piece of furni¬ 


ture (such as a desk) and that is used to store things • the top/ 
middle/bottom drawer of the desk/dresser • There are some 
pens in my desk drawer. ■ a sock/cash drawer [=a drawer for 
storing socks/cash] — see picture at office; see also chest 

OF DRAWERS 

2 drawers {plural] old-fashioned + humorous : underwear 
for the lower part of the body • He stood there in only his 
drawers. — often used informally in the phrase drop your 
drawers • At least the doctor didn’t make me drop my draw¬ 
ers. [=pull down my underpants] 
draw-ing /'drain)/ noun, pi -ings 

1 a {count] : a picture, image, etc., that is made by making 
lines on a surface with a pencil, pen, marker, chalk, etc., but 
usually not with paint ■ She made a drawing of my house. ■ 
pencil drawings of flowers — see also line drawing b 
{noncount] : the act or art of making a picture, image, etc., 
with a pencil, pen, marker, chalk, etc., but usually not with 
paint ■ I’ve always loved drawing. — see also mechanical 

DRAWING 

2 {count] US : an act of choosing something (such as a win¬ 
ning ticket) from a group without knowing which one you 
are choosing - Who won the (prize) drawing ? — often +/or- 
The drawing for the raffle will take place in one hour. — 
called also ( chiefly Brit ) draw 

drawing board noun, pi ~ boards 

1 [count] : a large flat board that is used for holding paper 
for drawing; also : drawing table 

2 ( noncount] : the time during which something is being 
planned : the planning stage of something • Plans for the 
new stadium are on the drawing board. [=are being created] ■ 
The project will never get off the drawing board. [=will never 
go beyond the planning stage] ■ The company went back to 
the drawing board [=started over] to make a better product. 

drawing pin noun, pi ~ pins [count] Brit : thumbtack 
drawing power noun [noncount] : the ability to attract a 
lot of people to a performance, event, etc. ■ The team has a 
lot of drawing power. — called also (chiefly Brit) pulling pow¬ 
er 

drawing room noun, pi ~ rooms [count] formal + old- 
fashioned : a formal room that is used for spending time 
with guests or relaxing 

drawing table noun, pi ~ -bles [count] : a table that has a 
surface that can be raised up or down or turned to different 
angles and that is used for drawing 
drawl /'drail/ verb drawls; drawled; drawl-ing : to speak 
slowly with vowel sounds that are longer than usual [+ obj] 
“Well, hello there," she drawled. • He drawled his name in a 
Southern accent, [no obj] a drawling voice 

— drawl noun, pi drawls [count] — usually singular ■ He 
had a charming Southern drawl. ■ She spoke with a drawl. 

1 d ra wn past participle of ' draw 

2 drawn /'drain/ adj [more most ~] : looking very thin and 
tired especially from worry, pain, or illness ■ His illness left 
him looking very pale and drawn. ■ She had a drawn face. 
drawn—OUt adj [more most ~]: continuing for or taking 
a long time ■ We’re trying to avoid a drawn-out process. 

— compare long-drawn-out 

draw-string /'dra:,stni)/ noun, pi -strings [count] : a 
string that can be pulled to close or tighten something (such 
as a bag or a piece of clothing) ■ a drawstring bag ■ drawstring 
pants [=pants that have a drawstring at the waist] 

1 dread /'drcd/ verb dreads; dread-ed; dread-ing [+ obj] 
: to fear something that will or might happen ■ He can't swim 
and dreads going in the water. ■ She dreaded making speech¬ 
es in front of large audiences. ■ I dread the day I will have to 
leave my friends. ■ I dread the thought of moving next week. 
-1 dread to think about what they might do next. 

— dreaded adj [more most ] ■ The dreaded moment had 
arrived. ■ a dreaded disease ■ the dreaded word “cancer” 

2 dread noun, pi dreads 

1 : a strong feeling of fear about something that will or 
might happen [singular] She has a dread of failure. ■ He lives 
with the/a constant dread of rejection, [noncount] She 
awaited her punishment with dread. • The news about the 
war fills me with dread. ■ They live in constant dread of an¬ 
other attack, synonyms see 'fear 

2 [count] : a person or thing that causes fear — usually sin¬ 
gular • They lived in tight rows of wooden houses, and fire 
was a constant dread. 

3 dreads [plural] informal : dreadlocks 

3 dread adj, always used before a noun, formal : causing great 
fear ■ a dread [-dreaded] disease 
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dread-ful /'dredfal/ udj [more most ] : very bad or un- 

pleasant ■ Her performance was absolutely/simply dreadful. ■ 
She has a dreadful [lawful, terrible] cold. • Those children 
have such dreadful manners. * What dreadful weather! ■ a 
dreadful mistake/accident ■ a dreadful storm/scream 
— dread-ful-ly /'dredfali/ adv • a dreadfully bad perfor¬ 
mance ■ dreadfully [=extremely] dull ■ He was dreadfully 
lonely. • I miss you dreadfully. [=very much] 
dreadlocks /'dred,la:ks/ noun [plural]: hair that is twisted 
together into long pieces that hang down around your shoul¬ 
ders & Dreadlocks are often worn by people who are Rasta¬ 
farians. — called also dreads', see picture at hair 
1 dream /'dri:m/ noun, pi dreams 

1 [count] : a series of thoughts, visions, or feelings that hap¬ 
pen during sleep ■ He had a dream about climbing a moun¬ 
tain. ■ You were in my dream last night. ■ Scary movies al¬ 
ways give me bad dreams. [=nightmares] ■ “Good night, my 
love. Sweet dreams." [=1 hope you will sleep well and have 
pleasant dreams] — see also wet dream 

2 [count] : an idea or vision that is created in your imagina¬ 
tion and that is not real ■ She indulged in dreams [^fantasies] 
of living in a palace. ■ I’ve found the man/woman of my 
dreams. • They succeeded beyond their wildest dreams. • 
Never in my wildest dreams did I imagine it would be so 
much fun. ■ If you think the work will be easy, you’re living 
in a dream world. 

3 a [count] : something that you have wanted very much to 
do, be, or have for a long time ■ He has had a lifelong dream 
of becoming an actor. ■ It’s a dream of mine to own a house 
in the country. ■ Tell me your hopes and dreams. ■ She fol¬ 
lowed/fulfilled her dreams. ■ Making it to the Olympics was 
a dream come true. ■ Many believe that worldwide peace is 
an impossible dream. — see also American dream, pipe 
dream b [singular] : someone or something that has the 
qualities that a person wants most ■ The meal was a garlic 
lover’s dream. ■ He’s every woman’s dream. — usually used 
before another noun ■ She’s still trying to find her dream 
husband. ■ Managing a professional baseball team is his 
dream job. ■ They just moved into their dream home. — see 
also DREAM TEAM 

4 [singular] informal : something that is beautiful, excellent, 
or pleasing ■ It’s a dream of a house. ■ The new car is a dream 
to drive. = The new car drives like a dream. ■ My new com¬ 
puter works like a dream. I=works very well] 

5 [singular]: a state or condition in which you are not think¬ 
ing about or aware of the real things that are around you ■ 
He was walking around in a dream. 

in your dreams informal — used to say that you do not 
think something that another person wants or expects will 
ever happen • “Maybe my parents will lend me the car to¬ 
night." "In your dreams." 

2 dream verb dreams; dreamed /'dremt, 'drirmd/ or 
dreamt /'dremt/; dream-ing 

1 : to have visions and thoughts in your sleep : to have a 
dream while you are sleeping [no obj] — often + of or about 
• He dreamed of drowning and woke up trembling. ■ I have 
trouble remembering the things I dream about. [+ obj] Last 
night I dreamed (that) you were here talking to me. ■ Did it 
really happen or did I just dream it? 

2 : to think about something that you wish would happen or 
something that you want to do or be [no obj] He tends to 
dream big but he never really does the things he dreams of 
doing. ■ She stared out the window dreaming, [-daydream- 
ing] ■ You’re dreaming [=you’re completely wrong] if you 
think being a parent is going to be easy. — often + of ■ She 
spent hours reading love stories and dreaming of romance. ■ 
They dreamed of success. ■ He dreamed of becoming a teach¬ 
er. [+ obj ] As a child, I always dreamed (that) I would be an 
astronaut when I grew up. ■ I sat on the porch and dreamed 
away the day. [=1 spent the whole day thinking and dream¬ 
ing] ■ I never dreamt that it would be so difficult. [=it was 
much more difficult than I expected it to be] 

dream on informal — used to say that you do not think 
something that another person wants or expects will ever 
happen ■ “I think my band will be famous one day.” 
“Dream on." 

dream up [phrasal verb] dream up (something) also dream 
(something) up : to think of or invent (something) in your 
mind ■ He dreams up all sorts of fantastic adventures. ■ She 
tries a lot of new recipes that she dreams up herself. ■ They 
dreamed up a plan to get the information. 
never/not dream of — used to say that you would never do 
something or think of doing something ■ I would never 


dream of asking for more money. ■ “Did you ever do any¬ 
thing to hurt her?” “I wouldn’t dream of //!” 
dream-boat /'dri:m,bout/ noun, pi -boats [count] informal 
+ old-fashioned : a very attractive person — usually used of 
a man ■ an actor who’s a real dreamboat 
dream-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 disapproving : a person whose ideas and plans are not prac¬ 
tical or based in reality ■ I am a realist, but my sister is a 
dreamer. 

2 : a person who dreams while sleeping ■ Some dreamers talk 
in their sleep to the people in their dreams. 

dream-land /'dri:m,l£end/ noun, informal ; a pleasant place 
or situation that exists only in the mind [noncount] Bored 
with the classroom lecture, she drifted off to dreamland. 
[=she started daydreaming] ■ ( disapproving ) He’s in dream¬ 
land I=he’s dreaming] if he thinks he can get by without a 
full-time job. [singular] He’s living in a dreamland. 
dream-leSS /'driimlss/ adj, of sleep : without dreams : deep 
and peaceful ■ She fell into a dreamless sleep, 
dream-like /'dri:m,laik/ acfj : seeming to exist in a dream 
: like a dream ■ Her photographs have a dreamlike quality, 
dreamt past tense and past participle o/ 2 dream 
dream team noun, pi ~ teams [count] : a group of people 
who work or play a sport together and who are the best at 
what they do — usually singular ■ She got a legal dream team 
to work on the case. 

dreamy /'dri:mi/ adj dream-i-er; -est [also more most 
~1 

1 : tending to dream instead of thinking about what is real 
or practical ■ She was a dreamy young woman who never 
gave much serious thought to her future. 

2 : having a quality which shows or suggests that you are not 
noticing or thinking about what is happening around you • 
He gazed at me with a dreamy look in his eyes. 

3 : pleasant, peaceful, and relaxing ■ dreamy music 

4 informal + old-fashioned : very attractive ■ Her boyfriend is 
so dreamy. 

— dream-i-ly /'driimali/ adv ■ She spoke dreamily of travel¬ 
ing around the world. ■ They stared dreamily into each oth¬ 
er’s eyes. — dream-i-ness /'drrminss/ noun [noncount] 

drea-ry /'driri/ adj drea-ri-er; -ri-est [or more most ~] 
: causing unhappiness or sad feelings : not warm, cheerful, 
etc. ■ It was a gray, dreary morning. ■ She longed to leave her 
dreary [=gloomy, dismal] hometown. ■ The family struggled 
through dreary economic times. 

— drea-ri-ly /'drirsli/ adv [more most ~] ■ He spoke drea¬ 
rily of his meager job prospects. — drea-ri-ness noun 
[noncount] 

dreck /'drck/ noun [noncount] US, informal : something that 
is of very bad quality : trash or rubbish ■ The movie was pure 
dreck. 

1 dredge /'drccfe/ verb dredg*es; dredged; dredg-ing 

1 : to remove mud from the bottom of (a lake, river, etc.) in 
order to deepen it or to search for something [+ obj] They 
dredged the river, [no obj] They are dredging for oysters. 

2 [+ obj]: to dig (something) out of the bottom of a lake, riv¬ 
er, etc. ■ They dredged sand from the river to add to the erod¬ 
ing beach. ■ They dredge oysters in the bay. — often + up ■ 
They are dredging up silt from the canal bottom. 

dredge up [phrasal verb] dredge up (something) or dredge 
(something) up : to start talking or thinking again about 
(something unpleasant that happened a long time ago) ■ 
Reporters dredged up the fact that the senator avoided the 
military draft. ■ She didn’t like to dredge up bad memories. 

— compare 3 dredge 

2 dredge noun, pi dredges [count] : a machine or boat that 
removes mud, sand, etc., from the bottom or a lake, river, 
etc. — called also dredger 

3 dredge verb dredges; dredged; dredg-ing [+ obj\ : to 
lightly cover (food) with a dry substance (such as sugar or 
flour) — often + with or in ■ Dredge the fish in flour before 
frying it. ■ The cookies had been dredged with powdered sug¬ 
ar. — compare 1 dredge 

dredg-er /'drecfea/ noun, pi -ers [count] : 2 dredge 
dregs /'dregz/ noun [plural] 

1 : solid materials that fall to the bottom of a container full 
of a liquid ■ the dregs in a bottle of wine ■ He discarded the 
dregs of his coffee. 

2 : the worst or most useless part of something ■ people who 
were regarded as the dregs of society 

drench /'drent (I verb drench-es; drenched; drench-ing 
[+ obj ]: to make (someone or something) completely wet — 
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often + with or in ■ She drenched him with a bucket of cold 
water. — often used as (be) drenched ■ The players were 
drenched in sweat after the game. ■ pancakes drenched in syr¬ 
up ■ She was drenched in perfume. [=she was wearing a lot of 
perfume] — sometimes used figuratively ■ a beach drenched 
in sunlight • Her novels are drenched in history- — see also 

SUN-DRENCHED 

1 dress /'drcs/ verb dress-es; dressed; dress-ing 

1 a [+ obf] : to put clothes on (yourself or someone else) ■ 
They dressed themselves in a hurry. ■ He dressed the child in 
a snowsuit. — opposite undress b [no obf] : to put clothes 
on yourself ■ She showered, dressed , and ate breakfast. 
— opposite UNDRESS 

2 [no obf] a : to put on or wear a particular type or style of 
clothes ■ She dressed warmly for skiing. ■ He dresses fashion¬ 
ably/well. ■ She always dresses in black (clothes), b : to put 
on or wear formal clothes ■ She is dressing for the opera. ■ 
They always dress for dinner. 

3 [+ obf] : to clean, put medicine on, and cover (a wound) ■ 
The nurse dressed the cut on my knee. 

4 [+ obf ] : to prepare (food) for cooking or eating ■ dress the 
chicken/salad 

5 [+ obf] : to decorate (something, especially a window) for 
display ■ His job is to dress the store window for the holiday. 

6 [+ obf] technical: to prepare (wood, stone, leather, etc.) for 
use 

dress down [phrasal verb] 1 : to wear informal clothes ■ 
Most of the students dress down for class, usually wearing 
jeans and T-shirts. ■ On Fridays everyone in the office 
dresses down. — see also dress-down 2 dress (some¬ 
one) down or dress down (someone) : to speak angrily to 
(someone) for doing something wrong ■ He was/got 
dressed down for failing to follow orders. — see also 
DRESSING-DOWN 

dress up [phrasal verb] 1 a : to put on or wear formal 
clothes ■ We dressed up for the awards banquet. ■ Do I need 
to dress up for the party? b dress (someone) up or dress 
up (someone) : to put formal or fancy clothes on (some¬ 
one) ■ She dressed up the children for the wedding. 2 a 
: to put on a costume ■ We dressed up like/as ghosts for 
Halloween, b dress (someone) up or dress up (someone) 
: to put a costume on (someone) ■ We dressed the baby up 
as a lion. 3 dress up (something) or dress (something) up 
: to make (something) more attractive, impressive, or fan¬ 
cy ■ dress up a plain dessert with a rich chocolate sauce 
2 dress noun, pi dresses 

1 [count]: a piece of clothing for a woman or a girl that has a 
top part that covers the upper body and a skirt that hangs 
down to cover the legs ■ She wore dresses only on special oc¬ 
casions. ■ She wore a short/long black dress to the party. ■ 
Her wedding dress was decorated with lace. —- see color 
picture on page C15; see also housedress, sundress 

2 [noncount] : a particular type of clothing ■ The guests were 
clothed in traditional Indian dress. • It is wise to wear conser¬ 
vative dress to an interview. 

3 dress adj, always used before a noun : suitable or required 
for a formal event ■ I wore dress pants and a nice sweater. ■ 
uncomfortable dress shoes 

dres»sage /dr3'sa:3, Brit 'dre,sa: 3 / noun [noncount] : a 
competition in which horses perform special movements in 
response to signals from their riders ■ a dressage horse 
dress circle noun, pi ~ circles [count] chiefly Brit : the 
lowest section of seats above the main floor in a theater or 
opera house ■ sitting in the dress circle 
dress code noun, pi ~ codes [count] : a set of rules about 
what clothing may and may not be worn at a school, office, 
restaurant, etc. ■ The school imposed a new dress code that 
forbids students from wearing jeans. ■ a casual dress code 
dress—down adj, always used before a noun — used to de¬ 
scribe a day during which people are allowed to wear infor¬ 
mal clothes at work or school ■ Friday is dress-down day at 
the office. ■ dress-down Friday — see also dress down at 
'dress 

dressed adj : wearing clothes ■ Don’t come in. I’m not 
dressed yet. ■ It’s time to get out of bed and get dressed. 
[=put on clothes] : wearing clothes of a particular type ■ She 
wasn’t dressed for such a fancy restaurant. ■ He is usually 
dressed in black. ■ She was dressed (up) as a ladybug. ■ a well- 
dressed young man 

dressed to kill informal : wearing very fancy or attractive 
clothes ■ We attended the party dressed to kill. 
dressier /'dress-/ noun, pi -ers [count] 


1 : a person who dresses in a particular way ■ She is a stylish/ 
sloppy dresser. 

2 US : a piece of furniture that has drawers for storing 
clothes : chest of drawers 

3 Brit : hutch 1 

— see also hairdresser, window dresser 
dress-ing /'dresirj/ noun, pi >ings 

1 [count, noncount] : a usually seasoned mixture of liquids 
that is added to a salad — called also salad dressing ; see also 
FRENCH DRESSING, ITALIAN DRESSING, RANCH DRESSING, 
RUSSIAN DRESSING, THOUSAND ISLAND DRESSING 

2 US : STUFFING 2 [noncount] We had turkey with dressing 
and potatoes for dinner, [count] bread dressings 

3 [count] : special material that is used to cover a wound ■ 
The nurse cleaned the cut and applied a dressing. 

4 [noncount]: the act or process of putting on clothes ■ After 
breakfast, there will still be enough time for bathing and 
dressing. — see also cross-dressing, window dressing 

dres-sing—down Adresiij'daun/ noun [singular] : the act 
of speaking angrily to someone about something done 
wrong ■ He received a furious dressing-down from his boss in 
front of his colleagues. — see also dress down at 'dress 
dressing gown noun, pi ~ gowns [count] : a loose piece 
of clothing that is worn indoors while relaxing, getting ready 
for bed, etc. *$*■ Dressing gown is more common in British En¬ 
glish than in U.S. English. In U.S. English, robe and bathrobe 
are more commonly used, 
dressing room noun, pi ~ rooms [count] 

1 : a room where performers, actors, etc., can change their 
clothes ■ He waited in his dressing room until it was time for 
him to appear on stage. 

2 US : fitting room 

dressing table noun, pi ■— tables [count] : a table often 
with drawers and a mirror in front of which you sit while 
dressing, putting on makeup, etc. 
dress-mak-er /'dres^eika'/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a per¬ 
son who makes dresses and other clothes as a job 

— dress-mak-ing /'dn^meikirj/ noun [noncount] 

dress rehearsal noun, pi - als [count] : the final prac¬ 

tice of a play that is done with all the costumes, scenery, etc., 
that will be used in the first real performance before an audi¬ 
ence — often used figuratively ■ The local election is a dress 
rehearsal for the national election that will take place later 
this year. 

dress shirt noun, pi ~ shirts [count] 

1 US : a man’s shirt that is usually worn with a necktie 

— see color picture on page C14 

2 : a man’s formal white shirt that is worn with a bow tie 
dress uniform noun, pi ~ -forms [count] : a military uni¬ 
form that is worn at formal events 

dressy /'dresi/ a*#dress-i-er; -est 

1 : suitable for formal events ■ Those shoes are so dressy, I 
rarely wear them. ■ She wore an outfit that was much too 
dressy for the occasion. 

2 : requiring fancy or formal clothes ■ a dressy affair/restau¬ 
rant 

3 : liking to wear fancy or formal clothes ■ a dressy chap 
d re W past tense of 1 draw 

1 drib-ble /'dribsl/ verb drib-bles; drib-bled; drib-bling 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition a [no obf] : to 
fall or flow in small drops ■ Coffee dribbled [=trickled] down 
the side of the mug. ■ Juice dribbled down his chin, b [+ obf] 
: to let (a liquid) fall in small drops ■ She accidentally drib¬ 
bled wine onto the rug. ■ Dribble olive oil over the warm 
bread before serving. 

2 [no obf] : to let saliva or another liquid drip or trickle from 
your mouth ■ The baby dribbled [=drooled] down the back of 
her dad’s shirt. 

3 : to move a ball or puck forward by tapping, bouncing, or 
kicking it [no obf] She dribbled across the basketball court. 
[+ obf] He skillfully dribbled the soccer ball towards the goal. 

2 dribble noun, pi dribbles [count] 

1 : a small flow of liquid ■ He wiped a dribble of juice from 
the comer of the baby’s mouth. ■ dribbles of blood 

2 : an act of moving a ball or puck forward by tapping, 
bouncing, or kicking it ■ She gave the ball a dribble before 
passing it. — see also double dribble 

dribs /'dnbz/ noun 

dribs and drabs informal : small amounts that come or 
happen over a period of time ■ They received donations in 
dribs and drabs. 

dried adj — used to describe foods and plants that have had 




drier • drink-driver 


514 


all their liquid removed so that they will last for a long time ■ 
dried beans/mushrooms/pasta ■ dried milk/fish • a mixture 
of nuts and dried fruit ■ an arrangement of dried flowers ■ 
sun -dried tomatoes 
drier variant spelling of dryer 
1 drift /'drift/ noun, pi drifts 

1 [ singular ] : a slow and gradual movement or change from 
one place, condition, etc., to another ■ the slow drift of the 
clouds ■ As she got older, you could observe a drift in her 
writing towards more serious subjects. ■ the government’s 
drift towards a centralization of power ■ a population drift [=a 
gradual movement of people that lowers the population in 
one area and increases it in another] — see also continen¬ 
tal DRIFT 

2 [count] : a large pile of snow or sand that has been blown 
by the wind ■ We sped over the drifts snowdrifts ] on our 
skis. 

3 I singular] informal : the general or basic meaning of some¬ 
thing said or written ■ I don’t get your drift. [=1 don’t under¬ 
stand what you’re saying] ■ I won’t tell you his name, but he’s 
someone you know very well, if you catch my drift. t=if you 
understand what I’m suggesting] 

4 [ noncount ] : movement of an airplane or a ship in a direc¬ 
tion different from the one desired because of air or water 
currents 

3 drift verb drifts; drift-ed; drift-ing [no obj] 

1 : to move slowly on water, wind, etc. ■ The boat slowly 
drifted out to sea. ■ The clouds drifted across the sky. 

2 of snow or sand : to form a pile by being blown by the wind 
: to form a drift ■ The snow drifted against the side of the 
house. ■ Drifting snow covered most of the car. 

3 a : to move smoothly or easily in a way that is not planned 
or guided ■ The party guests drifted from room to room, eat¬ 
ing and mingling. ■ Her eyes drifted across the crowd. ■ The 
conversation drifted from topic to topic. ■ My thoughts drift¬ 
ed back to the time when we first met. b : to behave or live 
in a way that is not guided by a definite purpose or plan ■ Af¬ 
ter he left the army he just drifted for a few years. • She drift¬ 
ed from job to job. "He has always drifted through life with¬ 
out a care. — see also drifter 

4 : to change slowly from one state or condition to another ■ 
The patient drifted in and out of consciousness all day. 
drift apart [phrasal verb\ : to stop having a close relationship 

■ They used to be great friends, but they’ve gradually drift¬ 
ed apart over the years. 

drift off [phrasal verb ] informal : to fall asleep ■ She drifted off 
while I was still talking. ■ He gradually drifted off to sleep. 
drift-er /'drift<*/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who moves 
from one place or job to another without a purpose or plan 1 
He was a drifter who hitchhiked from state to state, 
drift net noun, pi ~ nets [count] : a large fishing net that 
floats in the water or is pulled behind a boat 
drift-WOOd / , dnft,wud/ noun [noncount] : wood that is 
floating in water or carried to the shore by water 
1 drill /'dnl/ noun, pi drills 

1 [count] : a tool used for making holes in hard substances ■ 
an electric/power drill ■ the dentist’s drill — see picture at 
carpentry; see also pneumatic drill 

2 a : an exercise done to practice military skills or proce¬ 
dures [count] During basic training, the recruits spent hours 
a day doing drills. • a drill sergeant [=a sergeant who trains 
new soldiers] [noncount] 0 chiefly Brit) • soldiers doing drill 
b : a physical or mental activity that is done repeatedly in 
order to learn something, become more skillful, etc. [count] 
The students do vocabulary/multiplication drills every Mon¬ 
day. ■ The players are doing their drills, [noncount] The stu¬ 
dents were taught by drill. — see also fire drill 

know the drill informal : to know how something is done 
: to be familiar with a regular process, procedure, etc. ■ 
You don’t have to tell us what to do. We all know the drill 
by now. 

- compare 3 drill, 5 drill 
2 drill verb drills; drilled; drill-ing 

1 : to make a hole in something with a drill [+ obj] He 
drilled a hole in the back of the cabinet. • The dentist drilled 
the tooth, [no obj] They are planning to drill for oil here. 

2 [+ obj] a : to teach or train (someone) by repeating a les¬ 
son or exercise again and again ■ We drilled the children on 
their multiplication tables. ■ The players were drilled in prac¬ 
tice. b : to train (soldiers) by making them practice military 
procedures and exercises ■ The commander drilled the 
troops. 


3 [+ obj] US, sports, informal : to hit (someone or something) 
very hard ■ He drilled a single to right field. ■ The quarter¬ 
back got drilled. 

drill into [phrasal verb] drill (something) into (someone) : to 
force (something) to be learned very well by (someone) by 
repeating it again and again ■ Our teacher drilled the lesson 
into our heads. ■ The importance of saying “please" and 
“thank you” was drilled into us as children. 

— compare *drill 

— drill-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ an oil driller 

3 drill noun, pi drills [count] 

1 : a row of seeds planted by a special machine 

2 : a special machine that plants seeds in rows 

— compare 1 drill, 5 drill 

4 drill verb drills; drilled; drilling [+ obj]: to plant (seeds) in a 
row with a special machine — compare 2 drill 

5 drill noun [noncount] : a type of strong cotton cloth 

— compare ‘drill, 3 drill 
drily variant spelling of dryly 

’drink /'dni)k/ verb drinks; drank /'draeiik/; drunk 
/'drArjk/; drink-ing 

1 : to take a liquid into your mouth and swallow it [no obj] 
The baby still drinks from a bottle. ■ What would you like to 
drink ? [+ obj] We drank orange juice with breakfast. ■ I 
drink lots of water when I’m hiking. 

2 a [no obj] : to drink alcohol ■ She drank too much last 
night and woke up sick this morning. ■ I don’t drink. [=1 nev¬ 
er drink alcohol] ■ It’s not safe to drink and drive. A Some¬ 
one who drinks like a fish regularly drinks too much alcohol. 
■ When he was younger he used to drink like a fish, b [+ obj] 
: to put (yourself) into a specified state by drinking alcohol ■ 
She drank herself into a stupor. • He nearly drank himself to 
death. — see also drink someone under the table at ‘table 
drink in [phrasal verb] drink in (something) or drink (some¬ 
thing) in : to stop and look at or listen to something in or¬ 
der to enjoy it fully ■ The view is so beautiful. Let’s just 
take a minute to drink it all in. 

drink to [phrasal verb] drink to (someone or something) : to 
speak words that honor or express good wishes for (some¬ 
one or something) and then take a drink : to make a toast 
to (someone) • We drank to their 30th anniversary. = We 
drank a toast to their 30th anniversary. ■ We drank to their 
health. I’ll drink to thatl means that you agree complete¬ 
ly with something that someone has said. ■ “It will be the 
best vacation of our lives.” *77/ drink to that'." 
drink up [phrasal verb] drink up or drink up (something) or 
drink (something) up : to drink all of (something) ■ They 
drank up (all) the orange juice. ■ Here’s a glass of the vine¬ 
yard’s latest wine. Drink up\ 

— drinking noun [noncount] ■ Drinking is not allowed in the 
park. [=you are not allowed to drink alcohol in the park] ■ 
a night of heavy drinking — often used before another 
noun ■ a drinking buddy/partner • (US) She has a drinking 
problem. [-(Brit) drink problem ; she regularly drinks too 
much alcohol] ■ The drinking age [=the age at which a per¬ 
son can legally buy and drink alcohol] in the U.S. is 21. 

2 drink noun, pi drinks 

1 : a liquid that you can drink : beverage [count] We 
serve coffee, tea, and other hot drinks, [noncount] Food and 
drink will be provided. — see also SOFT drink 

2 a [count] : an alcoholic beverage ■ They went to the bar for 
a few drinks. ■ Can I get you another drink ? ■ He poured him¬ 
self a stiff drink. [=a strong alcoholic drink] b [noncount] 
: the habit or practice of drinking a lot of alcohol ■ It was 
during this period that she took to drink. [=began drinking 
lots of alcohol] ■ The stress of the job drove him to drink. 
[=caused him to drink lots of alcohol] • (Brit) She has a drink 
problem. [=(US) drinking problem ; she regularly drinks too 
much alcohol] — see also demon drink, mixed drink 

3 [singular] : an act of drinking ■ He took a long drink from 
his glass. 

4 [count] : an amount of liquid for drinking ■ Give the dog a 
drink of water. 

the drink old-fashioned : an area of water (such as a lake or 
pond) ■ The ball rolled down the hill and into the drink. 
drink-able /'dnrjkabal/ adj 

1 : able to be drunk ■ They boiled the water to make it drink¬ 
able. [=safe for drinking] ■ This coffee is so hot it’s not drink¬ 
able. 

2 [more most —] : having a pleasant taste ■ a very drink¬ 
able wine 

drink—driver noun . pi -ers [count] Brit : drunk driver 
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drink—driving /'dngk'draivii)/ noun [noncount] Brit 
: DRUNK DRIVING 

drink-er /'dnqka 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who drinks alcohol especially in large amounts ■ 
He’s a heavy/moderate drinker. ■ I’m not much of a drinker. ■ 
Most of his friends are drinkers. 

2 : a person who drinks a particular beverage ■ She's a big 
beer/wine/coffee drinker, [-she drinks a lot of beer/wine/ 
coffee] 

drinking fountain noun, pi — -tains [count] : a device in 
a public place that produces a stream of water for people to 
drink from — called also ( chiefly US) water fountain 

drinking water noun [noncount] : water that is clean 
enough for people to drink ■ Pollution is seeping into our 
drinking water. 

drinks party noun, pi ~ ties [count] Brit : cocktail par¬ 
ty 

1 drip /‘drip/ verb drips; dripped; drip-ping 

1 [no obj] : to fall in drops ■ Water dripped from a leak in the 
ceiling. ■ Blood dripped down his leg from the cut. ■ Hot wax 
dripped onto my fingers. 

2 : to let drops of (a liquid) fall [+ obj] The pine trees 
dripped sap onto the cars. ■ The kids dripped water all over 
the house, [no obj] The faucet is dripping. [=water is drip¬ 
ping from the faucet] ■ a dripping faucet — often + with ■ His 
face was dripping with sweat, [-sweat was dripping from his 
face] ■ The toast was dripping with butter. If you are drip- 
ping wet you are so wet that drops of water are falling off 
you. ■ The kids were dripping wet. 

3 [no obj] : to have or show a large amount of something — 
usually + with • Her voice dripped with contempt/charm. • 
She was dripping with diamonds. [=she was wearing a lot of 
diamonds] 

2 drip noun, pi drips 

1 a [count] : a drop of liquid that falls from something ■ 
Drips of water fell from a leak in the ceiling, b [singular] 
: the sound of liquid falling in drops • We heard the drip of 
the rain. ■ the steady drip, drip, drip of the faucet C [singu¬ 
lar] : the act or action of falling in drops ■ Water fell from the 
ceiling in a steady/slow drip. 

2 [count] medical : a device used in hospitals to pass fluid 
slowly through a tube into a patient’s blood ■ The doctor put 
the patient on a morphine drip to manage the pain. 

3 [count] informal + old-fashioned : a dull and often weak 
person ■ Don’t invite that drip to your party! 

1 drip—dry /'dnp.drai/ verb -dries; -dried; -dry-ing : to dry 
wet clothing by hanging it so that water drips from it [no 
obj] 1 washed the shirt and hung it on the line to drip-dry. [+ 
obj] I drip-dried the shirt. 

2 drip—dry adj : able to dry with few or no wrinkles when 
hung up while wet ■ a drip-dty shirt 

drip-ping /’dripir)/ noun, pi -pings : the fat and juices that 
come out of meat during cooking [plural] (US) • He cooked 
a turkey and made gravy from the drippings, [noncount] 
(Brit) ■ Pour the dripping from the pan. 

1 drive /'draiv/ verb drives; drove /'drouv/; driv.en 
/ T dnvan/; driv-ing 

1 a : to direct the movement of (a car, truck, bus, etc.) [+ 
obj] He drove the car down a bumpy road. ■ She drives a taxi. 
[=her job is driving a taxi] [no obj] Do you want to drive or 
should I? ■ He is learning to drive, b always followed by an 
adverb or preposition [no obj] of a car, truck, etc. : to move in 
a specified manner or direction ■ The car stopped and then 
drove off. ■ A car drove by us slowly. ■ The bus slowly drove 
away. C : to travel in a car [no obj] We drove all night and 
arrived at dawn. ■ Are you driving or flying to Canada? [=will 
you travel to Canada by car or airplane?] ■ We drove (for) 
eight hours yesterday. ■ We drove 160 miles to get here. ■ I 
drive on/along this route every day. [+ obj] I drive this route 
every day. d [+ obj] : to take (someone or something) to a 
place in a car, truck, etc. ■ I drove her to the train station this 
morning. ■ I had to drive myself to the hospital. ■ Her mom 
drove us home, e [+ obj] : to own and use (a vehicle of a 
specified kind) ■ He drives a pickup/motorcycle. ■ She drives 
a Ford. 

2 [+ obj] : to move (people or animals) to or from a place by 
using force ■ Cowboys drove the herds across the prairie. ■ 
They drove the invaders back across the border. ■ Thousands 
of people have been driven from their homes. [=have been 
forced to leave their homes] 

3 [+ obj] : to push (something) with force ■ drive a nail with a 
hammer — often + into • He drove a nail into the wall. • She 


drove the sword into her enemy’s side. 

4 [+ obj] : to make (a machine or vehicle) work or move : to 
provide power for (something) ■ Electricity drives the ma¬ 
chinery. ■ a steam-^/nvew turbine [=a turbine that gets its 
power from steam] — often used figuratively ■ What drives 
the economy? • a market-invert industry 

5 [+ obj] a : to cause (someone) to behave in a particular 
way ■ They were driven [=motivated] by hunger to steal. ■ 
Poverty drove them to a life of crime. ■ Ambition drove her to 
succeed, b : to force (someone) to work very hard ■ The 
sergeant drove the recruits. ■ The team was driven hard by 
the coach. ■ He’s been driving himself too hard. [=he’s been 
working too hard] 

6 [+ obj] : to bring (someone) into a particular condition ■ 
That noise is driving me insane/crazy. ■ The new store drove 
him out of business. [=caused him to go out of business] ■ 
Her perfume drives me wild [=gets me sexually excited] 

7 [+ obj] : to cause (a price, number, etc.) to increase or de¬ 
crease — + up or down - The government report drove stock 
prices up. • An increase in investments is driving down inter¬ 
est rates. 

8 [no obj] sports : to move toward or through something with 
a lot of force or speed ■ He took a pass and drove to/toward 
the basket/net. ■ The running back drove through the line of 
scrimmage. 

9 [+ obj] sports : to hit or kick (a ball or puck) with a lot of 
force or speed • She drove the (golf) ball down the fairway. ■ 
He drove the puck into the net. — see also driving range 

10 [no obj] of rain, wind, etc. : to fall or blow with great force 
■ The rain drove against the windows. — see also driving 
drive a hard bargain see ‘bargain 

drive at [phrasal verb] drive at (something) : to attempt to 
say or do (something) — usually used as (be) driving at ■ I 
have no idea what he was driving at. ■ I think I see what 
you’re driving at. 

drive away [phrasal verb] drive (someone) away or drive 
away (someone) : to cause or force (someone) to leave es¬ 
pecially by making a situation unpleasant or unattractive ■ 
The store’s high prices are driving away customers. 
drive a wedge between see ’wedge 

drive in [phrasal verb] drive (someone or something) in or 
drive in (someone or something) baseball : to cause (a run 
or runner) to score ■ He drove in another run. ■ The hit 
drove him in for a 5-4 lead. 

drive off [phrasal verb] drive (someone or something) off or 
drive off (someone or something) : to cause or force 
(someone or something) to leave ■ They drove off the invad¬ 
ers. 

drive out [phrasal verb] drive (someone or something) out or 
drive out (someone or something) : to cause or force 
(someone or something) to leave ■ They drove out the in¬ 
vaders. ■ The family was driven out of the neighborhood by 
rising real estate prices. 
drive (someone) up a/the wall see ‘wall 
drive your point home see 2 home 
2 drive noun, pi drives 

1 [count] : a journey in a car ■ It’s a two-hour drive to the 
beach. ■ Her house is an hour’s drive east of Los Angeles. ■ 
We took a pleasant drive in the country. ■ Would you like to 
go for a drivd? — see also test drive 

2 [count] : a hard area or small road outside of a house 
where cars can be parked : driveway ■ A white car was 
parked in the drive. 

3 — used in the name of some public roads ■ Momingside 
Drive ■ They live at 156 Woodland Drive. — abbr. Dr. 

4 [count] : an effort made by a group of people to achieve a 
goal, to collect money, etc. ■ a fund-raising drive ■ The school 
holds a canned food drive every winter. ■ a membership drive 
[=an effort to get more people to join a group, club, etc.) 

5 : a strong natural need or desire [count] The need for food 
and water are basic drives for all living things, [noncount] 
Sex drive [=the desire to have sex] generally decreases as you 
get older. 

6 [noncount] : a strong desire for success • She is an ambi¬ 
tious young woman, full of drive and determination. — see 
also DRIVEN 

7 [count] : a device in a computer that can read information 
off and copy information onto disks or tape ■ Insert the disk 
into the floppy drive. • a CD-ROM drive — see also disk 

DRIVE, HARD DRIVE 

8 [noncount] a : the way power from an engine controls 
and directs the movement of a vehicle ■ The car has front- 
wheel/rear-wheel drive. — see also four-wheel drive b 
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chiefly US : a condition in which the gears of a vehicle are 
working in a way that allows the vehicle to move forward ■ 
He put the car in/into drive and pulled onto the street. 

9 [count] a sports : a ball, puck, etc., that is hit very hard ■ 
He hit a hard/long drive down the left-field line. — see also 
LINE drive b golf : a long shot that is hit from a tee ■ She 
hit her drive into the rough. 

10 [count] : a long or forceful military attack on an enemy ■ 
an armored drive into enemy territory 

11 [count] American football : a series of plays that move the 
ball down the field toward the opponent’s end zone ■ They 
scored a touchdown following a ten-play drive. 

12 [count] : an act of leading cattle or sheep over land and 
keeping them in a group ■ a cattle drive 

drive— by /‘draiv'bai/ acjj, always used before a noun : done 
from a moving vehicle ■ a drive-by shooting/killing 

— drive—by /'draiv,bai/ noun, pi -bys [count] ■ They were 
both shot in a drive-by. [=a drive-by shooting] 

drive—in /'dra^m/ noun, pi -ins [count] 

1 : a place where people can watch movies outdoors while 
sitting in their cars — called also drive-in theater 

2 : a restaurant at which people are served in their cars — 
called also drive-in restaurant 

1 driv*el /'drival/ noun [noncount] : foolish writing or speech ■ 
I'm not going to waste my time reading this drivel, [-non¬ 
sense] 

2 drivel verb -els; US -eled or Brit -elled; US -eMng or Brit 
-elding [no obj] informal : to talk in a very foolish or silly 
way ■ What is he driveling about now? 

— driveling (US) or Brit drivelling adj • a driveling idiot 
1 driven past participle of ‘drive 

2 driven adj : very determined to succeed ■ They are driven, 
successful people. 

driv»er /'draiva7 noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 a : a person who drives a car, truck, etc. • Who was the 
driver at the time of the accident? ■ He’s a good/careful/fast/ 
bad driver. ■ The front door on the driver’s side [=the side of 
the car where the driver sits] is scratched. — see also BACK¬ 
SEAT driver b : a person whose job is to drive a vehicle 
(such as a taxi, truck, or bus) ■ We told the taxi driver to take 
us to the library. ■ He likes to sit at the front of the bus, near 
the driver. • an ambulance/truck driver 

2 technical : a piece of computer software that controls a de¬ 
vice (such as a mouse or printer) that is attached to the com¬ 
puter ■ There’s a problem with the printer’s driver. 

3 golf : a club that is used for hitting long shots off a tee 

in the driver’s seat : in a position in which you are able to 
control what happens ■ When his boss went on vacation, he 
suddenly found himself in the driver’s seat. 

- see also pile driver 

driver’s license noun, pi ~ -censes [count] US: an offi¬ 
cial document or card which shows that you have the legal 
right to drive a vehicle — called also (Brit) driving licence 
drive*Shaft /'draivjseft, Brit 'draivjcr.ft/ noun, pi -shafts 
[count] technical : a part of a vehicle that carries power from 
the gears to the wheels 

drive—through also drive—thru /'draiv,0ru:/ noun, pi 
-throughs also -thrus [count] : a business (such as a bank 
or restaurant) that is designed so that customers can be 
served while remaining in their cars; also, US : the window 
from which people are served «I ordered a salad and fries at 
the drive-through. 

- drive-through also drive-thru /‘draiv.Bru:/ adj, always 
used before a noun ■ a drive-through restaurant ■ (US) the 
_ drive-through window 

drive time noun [noncount] chiefly US : the time when peo¬ 
ple are driving to or from work and are listening to the radio 
in their cars ■ Her show airs during the morning drive time. ■ 
a. drive-time radio show 

drive—Up /*draiv,Ap/ adj, always used before a noun, US : de¬ 
signed to allow people to remain in their cars while being 
served ■ a bank with a drive-up window 
drive*way / l draiv,wei/ noun, pi -ways [count] : a short pri¬ 
vate road from a street to a house or other building where 
cars can usually be parked ■ A long driveway led to the man¬ 
sion. ■ We shoveled the driveway [-drive] after the snow¬ 
storm. — see picture at HOUSE 
1 driving adj, always used before a noun 

1 : falling or blowing with great force and speed ■ a hard 
driving rain/wind 

2 — used in the phrase driving force to describe the person 
or thing that causes or controls something ■ He has been the 


driving force behind these changes. [=he has been the person 
who has caused these changes to happen] ■ She believes that 
greed is the driving force behind our economy. 

— see also hard-driving 
2 driving noun [noncount] 

1 : the act of operating a vehicle ■ I enjoy driving in good 
weather. ■ She doesn’t like night driving. [=driving at night] • 
(US) He was arrested for driving under the influence. = He 
was arrested for driving while intoxicated. [=for driving when 
he was drunk] — often used before another noun ■ a driving 
school ■ He failed his driving test. 

2 : the way someone operates a vehicle ■ I don’t trust her 
driving and would rather take my own car. * He got pulled 
over for reckless driving. — see also drunk driving, driv¬ 
ing to endanger at endanger 

driving licence noun, pi -cences [count] Brit : driv¬ 
er’s license 

driving range noun, pi ~~ ranges [count] : a place where 
people can practice hitting golf balls 
1 driz*zle Airizsl/ verb driz-zles; driz-zied; driz-zling 

1 [no obj] : to rain in very small drops ■ It was beginning to 
drizzle , so she pulled on her hood. 

2 [+ obj ] : to pour a small amount of liquid onto or over 
something ■ She drizzled syrup on her pancakes. = She driz¬ 
zled her pancakes with syrup. • The vegetables were drizzled 
with olive oil. 

2 drizzle noun [singular] : rain that falls lightly in very small 
drops » Yes, it’s raining, but it’s only a drizzle. 

— driz.zly /'drizsli/ adj driz-li-er; -est ■ It was a drizzly , 
gray weekend. 

droll /*droul/ acjj drolber; -est: having an odd and amusing 
quality • a droll little man with a peculiar sense of humor ■ a 
book of droll stories 

drom*e-dary /'draims^eri, Brit 'dromsdri/ noun, pi -dar- 
ies [count] : a camel of western Asia and northern Africa 
that has one hump on its back 

1 drone /'dvouix/ noun, pi drones [count] : a deep continuous 
sound : hum — usually singular ■ the endless drone of wash¬ 
ing machines at the laundry ■ the drone of passing traffic 

— compare 3 DRONE 

2 drone verb drones; droned; dron-ing [no obj] : to make a 
continuous low humming sound ■ A plane droned overhead. 

■ We could hear wasps droning in the garden. 

drone on [phrasal verb] informal: to speak for a long time in 
a dull voice without saying anything interesting ■ She had 
trouble keeping awake as he droned on about himself. 
3 drone noun, pi drones [count] 

1 : a type of male bee that does not gather honey 

2 chiefly US, informal : a person who does work that is bor¬ 
ing and not very important ■ one of many office drones 
-compare ‘drone 

1 drool /'dru:l/ verb drools; drooled; drool-ing [no obj] 

1 : to let saliva flow out from the mouth ■ a drooling baby 

2 : to show admiration or desire for something in an exag¬ 
gerated way — usually + over • Everyone was drooling over 
his new car. 

2 drool noun [noncount] chiefly US : saliva that drips from the 
mouth ■ He wiped the drool from the baby’s face, 
droop /*dru:p/ verb droops; drooped; droop*ing [no obj] 

1 : to sink, bend, or hang down ■ The flowers were drooping 
in the hot sun. ■ Her eyelids drooped as she grew tired. ■ The 
tree’s branches drooped under the weight of the snow. 

2 : to become sad or weak • His spirits drooped when he 
didn't get the job. 

— droop noun [singular] ■ the sad droop of the dog's tail 
— droopy /'druipi/ adj droop-i-er; -est ■ a droopy mus¬ 
tache 

1 drop /'dra.p/ noun, pi drops 

1 [count] : a very small amount of liquid that falls in a 
rounded shape • He squeezed the bottle until a few drops 
came out. ■ She knew rain was coming when she felt a drop 
[=raindrop] land on her arm. — often + of • Drops of water 
fell from the leaky faucet. ■ a drop of blood — see also dew- 
drop, RAINDROP, TEARDROP 

2 [count] informal : a small amount of a drink — usually sin¬ 
gular • I didn’t have a drop of your orange juice. ■ I’d just like 
a drop of brandy, please. ■ He used to have a drinking prob¬ 
lem but he hasn’t touched a drop [=hasn’t drunk any alco¬ 
hol] in years. 

3 [singular]: a small amount of something (such as a quality) 

■ She doesn’t have a single drop of selfishness in her. « The 
poet wrings the last drop of meaning from every word. 
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4 drops \plural\ : liquid medicine that is measured in drops 
and put into your eyes, ears, or nose ■ The doctor prescribed 
daily drops for the child’s ears. ■ eye/ear drops 

5 [count] : a usually small, round piece of candy with a par¬ 
ticular flavor ■ We sucked on lemon drops. — see also 

COUGH DROP, GUMDROP 

6 [count] a : the distance from a higher to a lower level — 
usually singular ■ It is a 50-foot drop from the cliff to the 
ground below, b : an area that goes downward suddenly • 
A steep drop in the river forms a waterfall. 

7 [count] : a decrease in amount or quality — usually singu¬ 
lar ■ His income took a sudden drop. — often + in ■ He had a 
sudden drop in income. ■ The patient experienced a sharp 
drop in blood pressure. ■ a drop [=decline] in prices/sales ■ a 
four percent drop in body weight 

8 [count] informal a : the act of taking something (such as 
something secret or illegal) to a place and leaving it there • 
He made the drop, b : a place where something is taken to 
and left to be picked up • I left the package at the drop. 
— see also airdrop, mail drop 

9 [count] American football : a move back from the line of 
scrimmage — usually singular ■ The quarterback made a 
quick three-step drop. 

a drop in the bucket (US) or Brit a drop in the ocean in¬ 
formal : an amount that is so small that it does not make 
an important difference or have much effect ■ They need 
to raise thousands of dollars for this project, so our 20- 
dollar donation is just a drop in the bucket, 
at the drop of a hat : very quickly and immediately ■ He 
says he’s ready to help us at the drop of a hat. ■ She loses her 
temper at the drop of a hat. 

2 dTO£ verb drops; dropped; drop-ping 

1 a [+ obf] : to let (something) fall ■ Be careful not to drop 
the chair on your foot. • She dropped the apple core into the 
trash can. ■ They dropped bombs on the city. ■ He dropped 
the vase and it shattered into pieces. • The player dropped the 
ball. • The trees drop their needles in the winter. [=the nee¬ 
dles fall off the trees in the winter] b [no obj\ : to fall ■ The 
pen rolled to the edge of the table and dropped to the floor. ■ 
The book dropped from my hand. • The ball dropped be¬ 
tween the right and center fielders. 

2 [no obf] a : to lie down or fall down suddenly ■ He 
dropped (down) to the floor and hid under the bed. b : to 
lie down or become unconscious because you are sick or ex¬ 
hausted : collapse • She was so tired she felt she would 
drop. • He worked until he dropped. • (informal) We’re going 
to the mall to shop till we drop. 

3 [no obf]: to go down suddenly and form a steep slope ■ The 
road drops into the valley. • The cliff drops almost vertically. 

4 a [no obf] : to change to a lower level, amount, position, 
etc. • The temperature dropped (to 50 degrees). ■ His voice 
dropped [=became quieter] as he told us the secret. • In¬ 
creased competition has caused prices to drop, [-decline, go 
down] ■ Production has dropped. [= decreased] • The team has 
dropped [-fallen] to third place. ■ He dropped [=felf\ behind 
the other runners when he hurt his ankle, b [+ obf] : to 
cause (something) to lessen or decrease in level or amount • 
He dropped [=lowered] his voice. • She dropped [=reduced] 
her speed when she saw the patrol car. 

5 [+ obf] : to send (someone) a letter, note, etc. ■ I’ll drop you 
an e-mail when I know my schedule. • Drop me a line [=write 
me a letter] sometime. 

6 a [+ obf] : to stop talking or thinking about (something) ■ 
You can drop that idea right now. ■ Let’s just drop the sub¬ 
ject. ■ Just drop it. I don’t want to talk about it any more, b 
[no obf] : to stop being talked about ■ Please let the matter 
drop. ■ Once he starts talking about a subject he just won’t let 
it drop. 

7 [+ obf] : to stop doing or continuing with (something) ■ I’m 
going to drop my calculus class and take a biology course in¬ 
stead. ■ New evidence was found and the case was dropped. • 
The prosecutors dropped the charges against her. ■ I 
dropped everything [=stopped what I was doing] and ran to 
the window to see what was going on. 

8 [+ obf] : to not include (someone or something) • You 
should drop [=cut, omit] this sentence from your essay. ■ The 
newspaper decided to drop the story. ■ He was dropped from 
the team. 

9 [+ obf]: to suddenly end a relationship or connection with 
(someone) ■ They dated for a while, but then she suddenly 
dropped him. ■ She moved away and dropped her old friends. 

10 [+ obf] : to take (someone or something) to a place and 
then leave ■ She dropped him in front of the library. ■ He 


dropped the package at the post office this morning. — often 
+ off ■ I drop the kids off at school in the morning. • I’ll drop 
off the paperwork as soon as it’s all filled out. 

11 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obf] : to 
make a brief social visit — usually + by or in or over ■ His sis¬ 
ter dropped by unexpectedly. • They dropped in for a chat. ■ 
Drop over sometime! ■ We were in the neighborhood and 
thought we would drop in on you. — see also drop-in 

12 [+ obf] : to say (something) in an informal or casual way ■ 
He casually dropped the news that they are getting married. ■ 
She’s always dropping names. [=saying the names of famous 
people she knows to try to impress others] • She has been 
dropping hints that she is looking for another job. 

13 [+ obf] informal : to lose (a game) • They dropped the first 
game but won the next two. 

14 [+ obf] informal : to spend (an amount of money) — usu¬ 
ally + on • She dropped $300 on a new suit. 

15 [+ obf] informal: to lose (an amount of weight) ■ Through 
diet and exercise, I managed to drop 20 pounds in a year. 

16 : to move down [+ obf] When the teacher became angry 
at her, she dropped her eyes/head. [=she looked down] [no 
obf] His gaze dropped to the floor in embarrassment. 

17 [+ obf] knitting : to let (a loop of yam) fall off a knitting 
needle • Count the stitches on the needle to make sure you 
didn’t drop one. • Be careful you don’t drop a stitch. 

18 [+ obf] : to not pronounce (a letter) when you speak ■ 
When she spoke quickly, she dropped the “g” in “running.” 

19 [+ obj] informal : to take (a drug) by swallowing it ■ They 
dropped acid. [=they took LSD] 

drop a brick or drop a clanger Brit, informal : to make a 
very bad or embarrassing mistake 
drop back [phrasal verb] American football : to move 
straight back from the line of scrimmage • The quarter¬ 
back dropped back and threw a long pass down the field. 
drop dead see ‘dead 
drop in/in to/on your lap see ‘lap 

drop off [phrasal verb] 1 : to decrease in amount ■ After the 
holidays, business usually drops off. 2 : to fall asleep "The 
baby tends to drop off after he eats. ■ She lay down and 
dropped off to sleep. — see also 2 drop 10 (above) 
drop out [phrasal verb] 1 : to stop attending a school or 
university before you have completed your studies • He 
dropped out after 10th grade. — often -f of* He dropped out 
of [=guit] college/school and began working full-time. 2 
: to stop being part of a group — usually + of • She was the 
first to drop out of the band. 3 : to stop being involved in 
regular society because you do not agree with or support 
its rules, customs, and values ■ Back in the sixties he 
dropped out and lived as a hippie for several years. — see 
also DROPOUT 

drop out of sight : to stop being seen • The house dropped 
out of sight as we drove over the hill. • a famous and suc¬ 
cessful actor who suddenly dropped out of sight 
drop the ball see ‘ball 
jaw drops see ‘jaw 
the bottom drop out see ‘bottom 
the penny drops see penny 
you could hear a pin drop see ‘pin 
drop Cloth noun, pi ~ cloths [count] US : a sheet of cloth 
or plastic that is used to cover the floor and furniture while 
you are painting a room — compare dust SHEET 
drop-dead /‘draip'ded/ adj, informal : very attractive or 
impressive ■ a drop-dead evening gown 
— drop-dead adv • an actress who is drop-dead gorgeous 
drop-dead date noun, pi ~~ dates [count] US : a date by 
which something must be done or finished : a deadline that 
must be met ■ They were given a drop-dead date of June 30 to 
accept or reject the contract. 

drop-down menu noun, pi ~ menus [count] computers 
: a list of choices that appears on a computer screen when a 
person clicks on the menu’s title ■ To print the document, 
click on “print” in the “file” drop-down menu. — called also 
drop-down list, pull-down menu 

drop goal noun, pi ~~ goals [count] rugby : a goal that is 
made by a dropkick 

drop—in /'dra:p,m/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 of a place : able to be visited without an appointment ■ a 
drop-in clinic/lab/restaurant • a drop-in medical center 

2 of a person : visiting a place without an appointment ■ 
drop-in customers/clients 

drop*kick /'dra:p,kik/ noun, pi -kicks [count] : a kick that 
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is made by dropping a ball to the ground and kicking it as it 
begins to bounce back up 

— drop-kick /'draip.kik/ verb -kicks; -kicked; -kick-ing 

[+ obj 1 ■ He drop-kicked the ball. 
drop«let /'drcuptet/ noun, pi -lets [count] : a very small drop 
of liquid ■ Droplets of water collected on the windows, 
drop—Off /'dra:p,a:f/ noun, pi -offs [count] 

1 : a very steep downward slope ■ The drop-off along the trail 
is very steep. 

2 : a very large decrease in level or amount ■ There has been 
a drop-pff in attendance this year. — see also drop off at 
2 drop 

3 : the act of taking someone or something to a place and 
then leaving : the act of dropping someone or something off 
• This area is for student drop-offs. 

drop-OUt /'dra.p.aot/ noun, pi -outs [count] 

1 : a person who stops going to a school, college, etc., before 
finishing : a person who drops out of school ■ The program is 
designed for dropouts who wish to get high school equivalen¬ 
cy certificates. ■ a high school dropout 

2 : a person who stops being involved in society because he 
or she does not believe in its rules, customs, and values 

— see also drop out at 2 drop 

drop pass noun, pi ~ passes [count] ice hockey : a pass in 
which a player stops the puck and skates past it in order to 
leave it for another player who is close behind 
dropped adj, always used before a noun, of clothing : made 
to be in a lower position on the body than is usual ■ a dress 
with a dropped waist ■ dropped shoulders 
drop-per /'draipay noun, pi -pers [count]: a glass or plastic 
tube that is used to measure out liquids by drops ■ He put 
drops in his eyes with a dropper. — called also eyedropper, 
medicine dropper 

drop-ping /'draipii]/ noun, pi -pings [count] : a piece of 
solid waste from an animal or bird — usually plural ■ bird 
droppings 

drop Shot noun, pi shots [count] : a softly hit shot in 
tennis or a similar game that falls quickly after passing over 
the net 

drOSS /'dra:s/ noun [noncount] 

1 technical : unwanted material that is removed from a min¬ 
eral (such as gold) to make it better 

2 : something of low value or quality ■ There is quite a lot of 
dross on TV these days. ■ His editor has a talent for turning 
literary dross into gold. 

drought /'draut/ noun, pi droughts : a long period of time 
during which there is very little or no rain [count] The 
drought caused serious damage to crops, [noncount] a peri¬ 
od of drought that lasted several years 
1 drove /'drouv/ noun, pi droves [count] : a large group of 
people or animals that move or act together ■ a drove of cat¬ 
tle — usually plural ■ droves of students ■ People came in 
droves [=many people came] to hear her sing. 

2 d TO ve past tense of 1 drive 

drov-er /'drouva-/ noun, pi -ers [count] chiefly Brit: a person 
who moves groups of animals (such as cattle or sheep) from 
one place to another 

drown. /'draun/ verb drowns; drowned; drown-ing 

1 a [no obj] : to die by being underwater too long and unable 
to breathe ■ Four people drowned in the flood. ■ She fell in 
the river and drowned, b [+ obj] : to hold (a person or ani¬ 
mal) underwater until death occurs ■ She claims that he tried 
to drown her. ■ He tried to drown himself. 

2 [+ obj] : to cover (something) completely with a liquid ■ 
The river overflowed, drowning whole villages. ■ The food 
was drowned in sauce. 

3 [+ obj] : to cause (something or someone) not to be heard 
by making a loud noise ■ The loud music drowned the sound 
of their conversation. — usually + out ■ Noise from the pass¬ 
ing airplane drowned out our conversation. ■ He talked loud¬ 
ly to try to drown her out. 

4 : to experience or be affected by too much of something 
: to be overwhelmed by something — usually + in [no obj] 
Many young people today are drowning in credit card debt. • 
She was drowning in sadness. [+ obj] I’m being drowned in 
paperwork. [=I’m being overwhelmed by paperwork] 

5 [+ obj] : to forget about (unpleasant feelings or thoughts) 
by getting drunk ■ He went to the bar to drown his sorrows. 1 
He was trying to drown his fears. [=to get drunk so that he 
wouldn’t be afraid] 

— drowning noun, pi -ings [count, noncount] 
drowse /'drauz/ verb drows-es; drowsed; drows-ing 


[no obj] : to sleep lightly or to almost be asleep ■ She drove 
while I drowsed [=(more commonly) dozed] in the back seat, 
drowsy /'drauzi/ adj drows-i-er; -est [also more most 
~] 

1 : tired and ready to fall asleep ■ I started feeling drowsy 
[=sleepy] and decided to take a nap. 

2 : causing you to feel relaxed and ready to sleep • We spent 
a drowsy afternoon by the pool. 

— drows-i-ly /'drauzali/ adv — drows-i-ness noun [non- 
count] ■ These medications may cause drowsiness. 
drub-bing /'drAbiij/ noun, pi -bings [count] informal : an 
occurrence in which one person or team easily beats another 
person or team ■ She withdrew after her drubbing [=after she 
was badly beaten] in the New Hampshire primary. ■ Our 
team took a drubbing. = They gave us a drubbing. [=they 
beat us very easily] 

drudge /'drAcfe/ noun, pi drudg-es [count] : a person who 
does boring, difficult, or unpleasant work • She was tired of 
working as an office drudge. — often used before another 
noun ■ drudge work ■ a drudge job 
drudg-ery /'drAtfeari/ noun [noncount] : boring, difficult, or 
unpleasant work ■ He hated the drudgery of his job. 

1 drug /'drAg / noun, pi drugs [count] 

1 : a substance that is used as a medicine ■ a new drug used 
to treat people with high blood pressure • an experimental 
drug for the treatment of AIDS • prescription drugs [=drugs 
that people are allowed to use only if they have a note from a 
doctor] ■ a miracle/wonder drug [=a drug that is very effec¬ 
tive] — often used before another noun ■ drug treatment/ 
therapy • drug companies 

2 : an illegal and often harmful substance (such as heroin, 
cocaine, LSD, or marijuana) that people take for pleasure ■ 
Have you ever taken/used any illegal drugs ? ■ He got hooked 
on drugs [=he became addicted to drugs] at an early age. ■ I 
don’t smoke, drink, or do drugs. ■ She looks like she’s on 
drugs. [=like she uses drugs or is high on a drug] — often 
used before another noun ■ intravenous drug users [^people 
who inject drugs into their veins] ■ She died of a drug over¬ 
dose. ■ drug- treatment programs ■ drug addiction/addicts/ 
abuse — see also designer drug, gateway drug 

2 drug verb drugs; drugged; drug-ging [+ obj] 

1 : to give a drug to (a person or animal) in order to make 
that person or animal very sleepy or unconscious ■ He looks 
like he’s been drugged. 

2 : to add a drug to (a food or drink) in order to make some¬ 
one sleepy or unconscious ■ Someone could have drugged 
your drink. 

drug dealer noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a person who sells il¬ 
legal drugs 

drug-gie /'drAgi/ noun, pi -gies [count] informal : a person 
who often uses illegal drugs 

drugging noun [noncount] chiefly US, informal : use of ille¬ 
gal drugs - His drinking and drugging will kill him one day. 
drug-gist /'drAgist/ noun, pi -gists [count] US, somewhat 
old-fashioned \ a person who prepares and sells medicines 
: pharmacist • Your local druggist can fill the prescription, 
drug-store / , drAg,stO 0 1 / noun, pi -stores [count] US : a 
store that sells medicines and various other products (such 
as newspapers, candy, soap, etc.) 
dru-id or Druid /'druiwid/ noun, pi -ids [count] : a member 
of a group of priests in an ancient British religion 

1 drum /'drAm/ noun, pi drums 

1 [count] : a musical instrument that is made with a thin lay¬ 
er of skin or plastic stretched over the end of a round frame 
and that is played by hitting the skin or plastic with sticks or 
with your hands ■ a child beating on a drum ■ We heard the 
rhythmic beating of drums. • She plays the drums. ■ That was 
Miles Davis on trumpet and Max Roach on drums. [=playing 
the drums] — see also kettledrum, snare drum, steel 
DRUM 

2 [noncount] : the sound that is made when something hits a 
surface over and over again • He lay listening to the steady 
drum of the rain on the roof. 

3 [count] a : a large usually metal container for liquids ■ oil 
drums ■ a 55-gallon drum b : a machine or part of a ma¬ 
chine that is shaped like a cylinder ■ the drum of a clothes 
dryer 

beat/bang the drum for: to say or write things that strong¬ 
ly support (someone or something) ■ They joined together 
to beat the drum for their candidate. ■ banging the drum for 
human rights 

2 drum verb drums; drummed; drum-ming 
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1 [no obj] : to beat or play a drum or set of drums ■ She 
drummed while he played the guitar. 

2 : to make a sound by hitting a surface over and over again 
[no obj] Rain drummed [-beat] on the roof. ■ Her fingers 
drummed nervously on the table. [+ obj] He was nervously 
drumming a pencil on the desk. ■ She was drumming her fin¬ 
gers [=rapidly tapping her fingertips] on the table. 

drum into [phrasal verb] drum (something) Into (someone) 
: to force (something) to be learned by (someone) by re¬ 
peating it over and over again ■ Our teacher drummed the 
lesson into our heads. ■ The importance of saying “please" 
and “thank you” was drummed into us as children. 
drum out of [phrasal verb] drum (someone) out of (some¬ 
thing) : to force (someone) to leave (a place or organiza¬ 
tion) ■ They drummed her out of the club. ■ He got 
drummed out of the military. 

drum up [phrasal verb] drum up (something) also drum 
(something) up : to get or create (support, business, etc.) 
through hard work and a lot of effort ■ They sent out flyers 
to drum up support for their candidate. ■ Somehow, we 
need to drum up some new business. ■ The company is try¬ 
ing to drum up demand for a new product. 
drum*beat /'drAn^bi.t/ noun, pi -beats [count]: the sound 
made by beating a drum ■ I could hear the drumbeat of a pa¬ 
rade down the street. ■ hard and fast drumbeats • a rock-and- 
roll drumbeat — often used figuratively ■ The constant 
drumbeat for better working conditions [=the constant effort 
and complaints from people who demanded better working 
conditions] finally made a difference. ■ The drumbeat of op¬ 
position has increased in recent months. ■ We have been sub¬ 
jected to a steady drumbeat [=barrage] of bad news, 
drum kit noun, pi ~ kits [count] : a set of drums and cym¬ 
bals 

drum machine noun, pi ~ -chines [count] : an electronic 
device that makes sounds like the sounds of a drum 
drum major noun, pi ~ -jors [count] : the leader of a 
marching band 

drum majorette noun,pi ~ -ettes [count]: majorette 
drum*mer /'drAm^/ noun, pi -mers [count] : a person who 
plays a drum or a set of drums • The band got a new drum¬ 
mer. 

different drummer US — used in phrases like march to the 
beat of a different drummer to describe a person who 
thinks, lives, or behaves in an unusual way ■ His strange 
behavior was no surprise—he had always marched to (the 
beat of) a different drummer. [=done things differently from 
other people] ■ Her friends went to college, but she heard a 
different drummer and moved to the city to be an actor, 
drum roll noun, pi ~ rolls [count] : a continuous sound 
made by a series of very quick hits on a drum especially in 
order to introduce an exciting public announcement, act, 
etc. 

drum-Stick /'drAin^tik/ noun, pi -sticks [count] 

1 : the lower part of the leg of a bird (such as a chicken or 
turkey) that is eaten as food 

2 : a stick used for playing a drum 
1 drunk past participle of ’drink 

2 drunk /'drAijk/ adj drunk-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : having drunk so much alcohol that normal actions (such 
as talking, thinking, and moving) become difficult to do ■ 1 
don’t like being around drunk people. ■ She was so drunk 
that she could barely walk. • I was drunk and couldn’t think 
straight. ■ We got drunk on wine. ■ He was blind drunk. = He 
was roaring drunk. = ( chiefly US) He was stinking drunk. [=he 
was extremely drunk] ■ (US) He was (as) drunk as a skunk. = 
(Brit) He was (as) drunk as a lord. [=he was extremely drunk] 

2 : behaving in an unusual or improper way because of ex¬ 
citement, anger, etc. — usually + with • He was drunk with 
power/anger/excitement. — see also punch-drunk 

3 drunk noun, pi drunks [count] 

1 disapproving : a person who is drunk or who often gets 
drunk ■ the town drunk 

2 informal : a period of time when someone drinks too 
much alcohol ■ They went on a two-day drunk. [=bender. 
binge] 

drunk-ard /'drApka-d/ noun, pi -ards [count] disapproving 
: a person who is drunk or who often gets drunk ■ Her father 
was a drunkard. 

drunk driver noun, pi ~ -ers [count] chieffy US : a person 
who drives a vehicle while drunk ■ He was killed by a drunk 
driver. — called also drunken driver, (Brit) drink-driver 
drunk driving noun [noncount] chiefly US : the act of driv¬ 


ing a vehicle while drunk • He was arrested for drunk driving. 

— called also drunken driving, (Brit) drink-driving 
drunk-en /'drAijkan/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : drunk or often becoming drunk ■ The streets were filled 
with drunken revelers on New Year’s Eve. ■ He lives in an 
apartment with his drunken mother. 

2 : caused by drinking too much alcohol ■ He fell into a 
drunken stupor. 

3 : involving people who are drunk • A drunken brawl broke 
out at the bar. 

— drunk-en.ly adv ■ She staggered drunkenly to a chair. 
— drunk-en-ness /'drApkannas/ noun [noncount] 

drunk tank noun, pi ~ tanks [count] US, informal : a large 
jail cell where drunk people who have been arrested are kept 
druth-ers /'drABa^z/ noun [plural] US, informal : the power 
or opportunity to choose ■ If I had my druthers, |=if I could 
choose what to do] I would travel all the time. ■ Given her 
druthers, she would play tennis every day. 

1 dry /'drai/ adi dri-er; -est [also more most ~] 

Ta : having no or very little water or liquid ■ a dry riverbed ■ 
Mix the dry ingredients first, then add the milk and eggs. ■ a 
cool, dry place ■ Wipe the surface dry. [=wipe the surface un¬ 
til it is dry] ■ The air is usually dry during the winter. [=there 
is very little moisture in the air] ■ the dry heat of the desert • 
We tried to stay/keep dry in the rain by standing under a 
tree. ■ The stream is usually (as) dry as a bone ^completely 
dry] this time of year. ■ The stream is bone dry. b : no long¬ 
er wet ■ Are the clothes dty yet? ■ The paint should be dry in 
a few hours. 

2 : having no rain or little rain ■ This has been an unusually 
dry summer. [=there has been little rain this summer] ■ a 
stretch of dry weather ■ a dry spell/season • a country with a 
very dry climate ■ This plant does well in dry conditions. 

3 a : not having the usual or desired amount of moisture ■ 
My throat is dry. ■ My lips are dry. • dry, itchy skin • dry hair ■ 
The medication can cause dry mouth. [=a condition in which 
the inside of your mouth become very dry] b : having the 
moisture removed by cooking or some other process ■ The 
chicken was dry and tasteless. • dry [=powdered] milk 

4 : not producing a wet substance ■ a dry cough [=a cough 
that does not produce any phlegm] ■ The baby stayed dry all 
night. [=the baby did not urinate all night] ■ His eyes were 
dry. [=there were no tears in his eyes] If there is not a dry 
eye In the house/room (etc.), everyone in a place is emotion¬ 
al or is affected deeply by something. ■ When the hero pro¬ 
claimed his love for the heroine at the end of the play, there 
wosn t a dry eye in the house. 

5 : no longer producing water, oil, etc. ■ a dry well ■ a dry oil 
well ■ The well went/ran dry. ■ (chiefly US) They drilled for oil 
but the well came up dry. — often used figuratively ■ The au¬ 
thor went through a dry [= unproductive] period and couldn’t 
write anything. ■ The group stayed together despite several 
dry [= unsuccessful] years. ■ They went searching for clues but 
came up dry. [-came up empty ] 

6 : served or eaten without butter, jam, etc. ■ a breakfast of 
dry toast and coffee 

7 of wine, sherry, etc. : not sweet ■ a very dry red wine ■ dry 
sherry 

8 : not interesting, exciting, or emotional ■ The novel includ¬ 
ed several long, dry [=boring] passages. ■ His lectures were 
usually very dry. 

9 : funny or clever but expressed in a quiet or serious way ■ 
He has a very dry sense of humor. ■ a dry wit 

10a : not having or offering alcoholic beverages ■ a dry par¬ 
ty b : not allowing alcoholic beverages ■ The college cam¬ 
pus has been dry for 10 years. • a dry state/county [=a state/ 
county where alcoholic beverages cannot be sold] c : not 
drinking alcoholic beverages ■ He’s been dry [=sober] for sev¬ 
eral years now. 
high and dry see 2 high 
home and dry see 2 home 
keep your powder dry see ‘powder 
milk/bleed/suck (someone or something) dry informal 
: to take or use up everything from (someone or some¬ 
thing) ■ He married her for her money and then bled her 
dry. • She milked the system dry. 

— dry*ness noun [noncount] 

2 dry verb dries; dried; drying 

1 a [+ obj] : to remove water or moisture from (something or 
someone) : to make (something or someone) dry ■ I’ll wash 
the dishes if you dry them. ■ Make sure you dry your hands. • 
He dried himself with the towel. ■ Stop crying and dry your 
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eyes, b [no obj] : to make plates, dishes, pots, etc., dry by 
rubbing them with a towel ■ I’ll wash and you dry, okay? 

2 [no obj] : to become dry ■ Your shirt is drying on the 
clothesline. ■ The paint dried overnight. — see also air-dry, 
DRIP-DRY, FREEZE-DRY 

dry off [phrasal verb] 1 a : to become dry ■ My umbrella’s 
drying off in the hall, b : to make your body dry ■ We got 
out of the pool and dried off. 2 dry off (someone or some¬ 
thing) or dry (someone or something) off: to make (some¬ 
one or something) dry ■ He dried off the bench and sat 
down. ■ Dry yourself off and get dressed. 
dry out [phrasal verb] 1 : to become dry ■ Water the plant 
every week; don’t allow the soil to dry out completely. 2 
dry out (something) or dry (something) out : to make 
(something) dry • The wind dries out my eyes. • Baking at a 
high temperature will dry the meat out. • We dried out our 
shoes near the fire. 3 informal : to stop using drugs or al¬ 
cohol for a period of time especially by going to a special 
kind of hospital ■ After years of alcoholism, he went to a 
clinic to dry out. 

dry up [phrasal verb] 1 : to become completely dry ■ The 
river/well is drying up. • The stream dries up every summer. 
2 dry up (something) or dry (something) up : to make 
(something) dry ■ The sun had dried up the roads an hour 
after it stopped raining. 3 informal : to go away or disap¬ 
pear completely ■ Interest in the project dried up when he 
withdrew his support. ■ After several months, new leads in 
the murder investigation dried up. 4 dry up (something) 
or dry (something) up : to cause the supply of (something) 
to go away or disappear ■ Closing the factory dried up local 
job opportunities. 5 informal + impolite — used as a com¬ 
mand to tell someone to stop talking ■ Oh, dry up\ [=shut 
up] I’m sick of hearing what you have to say. ■ He told her 
to dry up. 

hang (someone or something) out to dry see hang out at 
'hang 

dry cell noun, pi ~ cells [count] : a sealed container that 
holds chemicals which are used for producing electricity — 
called also dty battery 

dry-clean /'drai.kliin/ verb -cleans; -cleaned; -clean¬ 
ing [+ obj ] : to clean (clothing, curtains, etc.) by using spe¬ 
cial chemicals instead of water ■ His suit was dry-cleaned. 
dry cleaner noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a shop where clothes 
and other cloth items are dry-cleaned ■ I take my clothes to a 
local dry cleaner. ■ My wool coat is still at the dry cleaner’s/ 
cleaners. 

dry cleaning noun [noncount] 

1 : the process of cleaning cloth with special chemicals in¬ 
stead of water ■ Dty cleaning is recommended. ■ a dry- 
cleaning shop [=a shop that does dry cleaning] 

2 : clothing or cloth items that have been dry-cleaned ■ I can 
pick up the dry cleaning on my way home. 

dry dock noun, pi ~ docks : a dock that can be kept dry 
and that is used for building or repairing boats or ships 
[count] The dty dock is full, [noncount] The ship is in dty 
dock. 

dry-er also driver /'draja*/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a device 
that is used for drying something (such as clothes or hair) by 
using heat or air ■ He threw his wet clothes in the dryer. • Her 
hair dryer broke. — see also BLOW-dryer 
dry-eyed /'drai,aid/ acfj : not crying ■ She was dry-eyed dur¬ 
ing the funeral but cried all the way home afterwards, 
dry goods noun [plural] 

1 : items (such as tobacco, tea, and coffee) that do not con¬ 
tain liquid 

2 US, old-fashioned : items made of cloth (such as fabrics, 
lace, and ribbon) 

dry heaves noun [plural] US : a condition in which some¬ 
one is vomiting but nothing is coming up from the stomach ■ 
He had a case of (the) dty heaves. 
dry ice noun [noncount] : solid carbon dioxide that is used 
mainly to keep food and other things cold and to create the 
appearance of smoke and fog in plays, movies, etc. 
dry land noun [noncount] : land that is not covered with wa¬ 
ter : land as opposed to the ocean, a lake, etc. ■ The sea was 
rough and we couldn’t wait to get back to dry land. 
dry-ly also dri-ly /'draili/ adv [more most ~] 

1 : in a funny but quiet or serious way ■ “I love this store!” “I 
couldn’t tell,” she said dryly. 

2 : without excitement or emotion ■ “If that’s the way it must 
be,” he remarked dryly, “that’s the way it will be.” 

dry rot noun [noncount] : a condition in which wood is de¬ 


stroyed by a type of fungus ■ The windowsill was badly dam¬ 
aged by dty rot. ■ Dry rot had eaten away part of the beam, 
dry run noun, pi runs [count] : a practice event that is 
done to prepare for the actual event that will happen in the 
future ■ We did a dty run of the experiment. ■ After several 
dry runs, she was ready to give the speech. — called also 
(Brit) dummy run 

dry-stone wall /'drai,stoun-/ noun, pi ~ walls [count] Brit 
: a stone wall that is made without mortar to hold the stones 
together 

dry-wall /'drai,wa:l/ noun [noncount] US : building material 
that is used for making walls and ceilings and that is made of 
large sheets of plaster covered with thick paper : plaster¬ 
board 

DSL abbr digital subscriber line ■ high-speed DSL Internet ac¬ 
cess DSL refers to a system that uses telephone lines to al¬ 
low you to connect to the Internet at high speeds. 

DSS abbr Department of Social Services <- In the U.S., a 
state’s Department of Social Services is usually responsible 
for protecting children from harmful treatment, helping 
people to adopt children, and providing advice and support 
to families and children who need it. 

DTP abbr 1 desktop publishing 2 or DTaP diphtheria, teta¬ 
nus, and pertussis ■ You need to have the DTaP vaccine be¬ 
fore you can enroll in school. 

D.T.’S /,di:'ti:z/ noun [plural] : a condition that is caused by 
drinking too much alcohol for a very long time and that 
causes a person to shake and see things that are not real — 
usually used with the ■ an alcoholic who has the D.T.’s — 
called also delirium tremens 

dU-al /'duiwal, Brit 'djuiwal/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : having two different parts, uses, etc. ■ the dual purpose of 
the study ■ The song’s lyrics have a dual [=(more commonly) 
double] meaning. ■ a dual function ■ She held dual citizenship 
in France and the United States. [=she was a citizen of both 
countries] 

2 : having two of something ■ Our car has dual air bags. 
[=has two air bags] • She pursued dual careers in music and 
acting. ■ families with dual incomes 

— du-aMy adv • He is dually certified to teach math and sci¬ 
ence. 

dual car-riage-way /-'kencfc.wei/ noun, pi - ways 

[count] Brit : divided highway 
dU-al-ism /'dmwajizsm, Brit 'djuiwsjizsm/ noun [non- 
count] 

1 philosophy : the idea or belief that everything has two op¬ 
posite parts or principles 

2 formal : the quality or state of having two different or op¬ 
posite parts or elements ■ the dualism of human nature ■ the 
dualism of good and evil 

-du-al-ist /'du:w3list, Brit 'djuiwalist/ noun, pi -ists 
[count] — du-al-is-tic /,du:w3'listik, Brit ,dju:w3'listik/ adj 
■ a dualistic view/approach 

dU-al-i-ty /du'zelsti, Brit dju'zelati/ noun, pi -ties formal 
: the quality or state of having two parts [noncount] the du¬ 
ality of human nature [count] They discussed the dualities of 
the novel's characters. 

’dub /'dAb/ verb dubs; dubbed; dub.bing [+ obj] 

1 : to give (someone or something) a name or title ■ The ac¬ 
tress was dubbed “America’s sweetheart.” ■ Critics dubbed 
him the new king of rock ‘n’ roll. 

2 : to give (someone) the title of a knight ■ The queen 
dubbed him Sir Philip. 

— compare 2 dub 

2 dub verb dubs; dubbed; dub.bing [+ obj] 

1 : to replace the original recorded speech in a movie or tele¬ 
vision show with speech recorded in another language ■ He 
was hired to dub the dialogue for a foreign film. — often 
used as (be) dubbed • The film was dubbed in/into French 
and Spanish. 

2 : to add (speech or other sounds) to a movie or television 
show — usually + in ■ They dubbed in the music. = They 
dubbed the music in. 

3 : to make a copy of (a movie, piece of music, etc.) that has 
already been recorded ■ dub a CD 

— compare 'dub 

dU-bi-OUS /'duibijas, Brit 'djuibijas/ adj [more most ~] 

1 not used before a noun : unsure or uncertain : feeling 
doubt about something — usually + about • I was dubious 
[-doubtful] about our chances for success. 

2 : causing doubt, uncertainty, or suspicion : likely to be 
bad or wrong ■ Her conclusions are pretty dubious, if you 
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ask me. [=her conclusions are probably wrong] ■ He made 
the highly dubious claim that Elvis is still alive and living in 
Hawaii. ■ She was a dubious choice for the job. [=she was not 
a good choice for the job] ■ They got their money through 
dubious means/methods. [=methods that were probably dis¬ 
honest or illegal] ■ a man of dubious character 
3 — used ironically in phrases like dubious honor and dubi¬ 
ous distinction to describe something bad or undesirable as 
if it were an honor or achievement ■ He is the lawyer with 
the dubious honor of having lost the most cases in the firm. ■ 
We had the dubious distinction of losing 12 games in a row. 

— du-bi-OUS-ly adv ■ He looked at me dubiously when I ex¬ 
plained why I was late. — du-bi*ous*ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

du-Cal /'durkal, Brit 'djuikal/ adj, always used before a noun 
: of or relating to a duke ■ the ducal palace ■ a ducal title 
duch'ess /'dAtfas/ noun, pi -ess*es [count] 

1 : the wife or widow of a duke 

2 : a woman who has the same rank as a duke 

duchy /'dAtfi/ noun, pi duch*ies [count] : an area of land 
that is controlled by a duke or duchess 
1 duck /'dAk/ noun, pi ducks 

1 [count] : any one of many different kinds of birds that 
swim and have a flat beak, a short neck, a heavy body, short 
legs, and webbed feet — often used before another noun ■ 
duck eggs/feathers ■ a duck pond ■ duck hunting — see color 
picture on page C9 

2 [count] : a female duck — compare drake 

3 [noncount] : the meat of a duck used as food ■ crispy roast 
duck 

4 [count] informal : a person who you think is lucky, unusu¬ 
al, etc. ■ He’s an odd duck. [=a strange person] ■ You lucky 
duck). 

5 or ducks Brit, informal — used to address someone you 
love ■ How was your day, ducks ? [^sweetheart, darling] 

like a duck to water informal : very quickly or easily ■ She 
took to dancing like a duck (takes) to water. [=she learned 
to dance very quickly and easily] ■ He took to her like a 
duck to water. [=he liked her immediately] 
water off a duck's back see ‘water 

- see also dead duck, lame duck, situng duck 
2 duck verb ducks; ducked; duckling 

1 a [no obj] : to lower your head or body suddenly to avoid 
being seen or hit ■ The ceiling was so low I had to duck. — 
often + down ■ Quick, duck down before they see us! b [+ 
obj] : to lower (your head) suddenly ■ The ceiling was so low 

1 had to duck my head. 'He ducked his head so they 
wouldn’t see him. C [+ obj] : to avoid (something, such as a 
punch) by lowering your head or body suddenly ■ He ducked 
the punch. 

2 [+ obj] : to avoid (something or someone you do not want 
to see or deal with) ■ We can’t afford to duck the issue any 
longer. ■ He managed to duck [=evade] the question. ■ 
They’ve been ducking each other for months. 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
move quickly ■ She ducked into a store when it started to 
rain. ■ He ducked around a corner. 

4 [+ obj] Brit : to push (someone or something) underwater 
: dunk ■ The children were ducking each other in the pool. 
duck out [phrasal verb] informal : to leave suddenly and usu¬ 
ally without telling anyone that you are leaving ■ We 
ducked out after the first act of the play. — often + on or of 
■ They ducked out on us without even saying goodbye. ■ I 
had to duck out of the meeting to take a phone call. — of¬ 
ten used figuratively ■ He wants to duck out of the contract. 
[=to get out of the contract] ■ She ducked out on paying the 
bill for the meal. [=she avoided paying the bill in a sneaky 
or improper way] 

duck-billed platypus noun, pi ~ -puses [count] 

: PLATYPUS 

duckling /'dAklii)/ noun, pi -lings [count] 

1 : a young duck — see also ugly duckling 

2 : the meat of a young duck that is used as food ■ roast 
duckling 

duck sauce noun [noncount] US : a sweet, thick sauce that 
is used in Chinese cooking 

duck SOUp noun [noncount] US, informal + old-fashioned 
: something that is very easy to do ■ The trip was duck soup 
for experienced travelers. 

1 ducky /'dAki /adj duck-i-er; -est [also more most ~] US, 

informal + somewhat old-fashioned : very pleasing, delight¬ 
ful, or attractive ■ Everything is just ducky. [= satisfactory , 


fine] — often used ironically to describe something that is 
bad or unpleasant ■ “Our flight is delayed.” “Well, isn’t that 
just duckyV ’ 

2 ducky noun, pi duck-ies [count] chiefly US, informal 

1 : a duck Ducky is used especially by children or when 
talking to children. ■ Look at the cute little ducky ! 

2 : a toy duck ■ a rubber ducky [=a rubber toy that looks like 
a duck] 

duct /'dAkt/ noun, pi ducts [count] 

1 : a pipe or tube for air, water, electric power lines, etc., to 
pass through ■ a building’s air/heating/ventilation ducts 

2 : a tube in the body that carries a particular liquid ■ tear 
ducts ■ the bile duct 

duc-tile /'dAktl, 'dAk,t h ajj>l/ adj , technical, of a metal: capa¬ 
ble of being bent or pulled into different shapes ■ ductile iron 
dueling /'dAktii)/ noun [noncount] technical 

1 : the material used to make ducts • a piece of ducting 

2 chiefly Brit : ductwork 

duct tape noun [noncount] : a wide, sticky, and usually sil¬ 
ver tape that is made of cloth and that is used especially to 
repair things 

ductwork /'dAktjWa-k/ noun [noncount] chiefly US : a sys¬ 
tem of ducts 

n dud /'dAd/ noun, pi duds 

1 [count] : something that does not do what it is supposed to 
do : something that is a complete failure ■ The movie was a 
box office dud. [=few people went to see the movie] ■ The 
seeds must have been duds because the plants never grew. ■ 
The firework was a dud. [=the firework did not explode] 

2 duds [plural] informal : clothes • She put on her new duds 
for the party. 

2 dud adj, always used before a noun — used to describe some¬ 
thing that fails completely or does not work properly ■ a dud 
grenade [=a grenade that does not explode] ■ a dud movie [=a 
movie that fails] ■ (Brit) a dud cheque [=a bad check, a check 
that cannot be cashed] 

dude /'du:d, Brit *dju:d/ noun, pi dudes [count] chiefly US 
slang : a man — used especially by young people ■ He’s a 
cool dude. [=guy] ■ Ask that dude over there. ■ a surfer dude • 
Hey, dude, what’s up? 

dude ranch noun, pi ~ ranches [count] : a large farm es¬ 
pecially in the western U.S. where people on vacation can 
ride horses and do other activities that cowboys typically do 
dud*geon /'dAifean/ noun 

in high dudgeon formal : feeling and usually showing that 
you are angry or offended ■ She walked out of the meeting 
in high dudgeon. 

1 due /'du:, Brit 'dju:/ adj 

Thot used before a noun : required or expected to happen 
: expected to be in a particular place at a particular time ■ 
When is the assignment due ? [=when are you supposed to 
give the completed assignment to your teacher?] ■ Your 
books are due back to the library (by/on) May 15. [=you 
must return your books to the library by May 15] ■ The mov¬ 
ie is due out this summer. [=the movie is supposed to be re¬ 
leased in theaters this summer] — often followed by to + verb 

■ They are due to arrive any minute now. 

2 not used before a noun a : expected to be bom ■ The baby 
is due [=the baby will probably be bom] in three weeks, b 
: expected to give birth ■ When is she due ? ■ My wife is due in 
three weeks. 

3 not used before a noun : having reached the date by which 
payment is required ■ The bill is due at the end of the month. 

■ The balance is now due. ■ The amount due is 45 dollars. ■ 
The bill is past due. [=it is late; it should have been paid be¬ 
fore now] 

4 not used before a noun — used to say that someone should 
be given something or has earned something ■ He is due a full 
day’s pay. ■ Teachers are not always accorded the respect due 
(to) them. = They are not always given the respect they are 
due. ■ He finally got the recognition he was due. ■ 1 will give 
credit where credit is due. 

5 always used before a noun : appropriate or proper • She ac¬ 
cepted the compliment with due modesty. ■ The issue de¬ 
mands due consideration. ■ I will answer all of your ques¬ 
tions in due time. [=eventually at an appropriate time] ■ The 
court agreed that he failed to exercise due care/caution/dili¬ 
gence in trying to prevent the accident. [=he should have 
done more to prevent the accident from happening] 

due for : needing, requiring, or expecting something to hap¬ 
pen ■ I’m due for a dentist’s appointment. [=1 need to go to 
the dentist soon] ■ He will be due for another raise in June. 
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due to : because of (something) ■ The accident was primari¬ 
ly due to her carelessness. ■ Due to the bad weather, the 
game was canceled. ■ Their success is due to a lot of hard 
work. = They are successful due to the fact that they work 
hard. ■ Traffic was slow due to roadwork. ■ The pool is 
closed due to the approaching storm. 
in due course see 1 course 
with (all) due respect see 1 respect 
2 due noun, pi dues 

1 dues [plural ] : a regular payment that you make to be a 
member of an organization ■ Membership dues are $45. ■ 
Dues are increasing this year. ■ Workers are required to join 
the union and pay dues. 

2 [noncount] l something that someone should be given 
: something that a person has earned ■ He deserves to be giv¬ 
en his due. ■ She has yet to receive her due. - She is still being 
denied her due. 4- People use the phrase to give someone 
his/her due when they are going to say something good 
about someone they have criticized. ■ I can’t say that I like 
him, but to give him his due [=to be fair to himj, I trust him 
completely. 

pay your dues : to work hard and have difficult experienc¬ 
es in order to become successful ■ I’ve paid my dues. It’s 
time that I began reaping some benefits. 

3 due adv : directly or exactly — followed by north, south , east, 
or west ■ The lake is due north of the city. ■ The road runs due 
south. 

due date noun, pi ~ dates [count]: the day when someone 
or something is due: such as a : the day by which some¬ 
thing must be done, paid, etc. ■ The due date for the assign¬ 
ment is Friday. ■ Tomorrow’s the due date for our electricity 
bill. [=the bill must be paid by tomorrow] b : the day when 
a woman is expected to give birth ■ She started having con¬ 
tractions two weeks before her due date. 

1 dU*el /'duiwal, Brit 'dju:wal/ noun, pi -els [count] 

1 : a fight between two people that includes the use of weap¬ 
ons (such as guns or swords) and that usually happens while 
other people watch Duels were used in the past to settle 
arguments or protect someone’s honor. ■ I challenge you to a 
duel. 

2 : a situation in which two people or groups argue or com¬ 
pete with each other ■ They engaged in a duel of wits. ■ The 
baseball game turned into a duel between the teams’ pitch¬ 
ers. = The game turned into a pitching duel. 

2 duel verb duels; US du-efed or Brit du-effed; US duel¬ 
ing or Brit du*eMing [no obj ] ; to fight a duel: such as a 
: to fight with someone using weapons (such as guns or 
swords) while other people watch ■ He accepted the chal¬ 
lenge to duel, b : to compete or argue with someone ■ Leg¬ 
islators dueled over the tax increases. ■ The two runners du¬ 
eled for the lead. 

due process noun [noncount] US, law : the official and 
proper way of doing things in a legal case : the rule that a le¬ 
gal case must be done in a way that protects the rights of all 
the people involved ■ Due process requires that evidence not 
be admitted when it is obtained through illegal methods. 

du*et /du'et, Brit dju'et/ noun.pl -ets [count] : a piece of mu¬ 
sic that is performed by two singers or musicians ■ They sang 
the duet beautifully. ■ a piano and flute duet 

duff /'cUf/ noun, pi duffs [count] US, informal : the part of 
the body you sit on : BUTroCKS ■ Get off your duff [-butt, 
rear] and help me! 

duf-fel bag or duf-fle bag /'dAfal-/ noun, pi ~ bags 
[count] : a large cloth bag that is held by a strap or handles 
and is used to carry personal belongings — see picture at 
BAG 

duf*fer /'dj\f&/ noun, pi -fers [count] informal 

1 chiefly US : a person who plays golf without much skill ■ 
We joined the other duffers at the course. ■ a weekend duffer 

2 Brit: a clumsy or awkward person ■ He’s a lovable old duf¬ 
fer. 

dug past tense and past participle of *DIG 

dug*OUt /'dAgjaut/ noun.pl -outs [count] 

1 : a low shelter that faces a baseball field and contains the 
bench where the players and coaches of a team sit 

2 : a shelter that is made by digging a hole in the ground or 
into the side of a hill 

3 : a small boat that is made by cutting out the center of a 
large tree trunk — called also dugout canoe 

duh /'dA, usually with a prolonged vowel! interj, US, informal 
1 — used in an angry or annoyed way to show that some¬ 
thing just said is already known or is obvious ■ “It sure is 


dark out.” “ Duh, it’s the middle of the night.” • “\bu have to 
turn the key to start the car.” “Well, duh." [=1 know that] 

2 — used to show or pretend that you do not know some¬ 
thing ■ “Why didn’t you leave earlier?” ‘ k Duh, I don’t know.” 
DUI /idi:iju:'ai/ noun.pl DUIs US : the crime of driving a ve¬ 
hicle while drunk [noncount] He was arrested for DUI. 
[count] She was in jail on a DUI. — often used before another 
noun ■ a DUI arrest/conviction; also [count]: a person who is 
arrested for driving a vehicle while drunk ■ He is a convicted 
DUI. — called sAsoDWI 4- DUI is an abbreviation of “driving 
under the influence.” 

du jour /du a 39/ adj, not used before a noun 

1 : served in a restaurant as a special item on a particular 
day ■ Our soup dujour is chicken noodle. ■ the vegetable/des¬ 
sert dujour 

2 formal ; happening or popular at a particular time ■ Long 
hair was the style du jour. ■ the crisis dujour Du jour is a 
French phrase that means “of the day.” 

1 duke /'du:k, Brit *dju:k/ noun, pi dukes 

1 [count] : a man of very high rank in the British nobility 

2 [count] : the ruler of an independent area of land especially 
in some parts of Europe in the past — compare DUCHESS; 
see also archduke 

3 dukes [plural] US slang, old-fashioned : fists or hands ■ Put 
up your dukes and fight, you coward! 

2 duke verb dukes; duked; duk-ing 

duke it out US, informal : to fight with your fists ■ A couple 
of drunks were duking it out. — often used figuratively ■ 
Scientists duked it out [=argued] over the causes of global 
warming. ■ Airlines are duking it out [= competing] for cus¬ 
tomers by lowering airfares. 

duke-dom /'du.kdam, Brit 'dju.kdam/ noun, pi -doms 
[count] 

1 : an area of land that is controlled by a duke or duchess 
: DUCHY 

2 : the rank of a duke 

dul*cet /'dAlsat/ adj [more most ] formal : pleasant to 
hear ■ the dulcet [=melodious] sounds of the piano ■ her dul¬ 
cet [=sweet] voice ■ the dulcet tones of her voice 
dul •ci-mer /'dAlsama 1 / noun, pi -mers [count] 

1 : a flat musical instrument that has strings stretched across 
it and is played with two light hammers 

2 : an instrument used in American folk music that has 
three or four strings, is held on the lap, and is played with the 
fingers, a pick, or a small stick 

1 dull fdAl/ adj dulber; -est 

1 : not exciting or interesting : boring ■ a dull lecture/ 
speaker ■ There’s never a dull moment in our house. [=our 
house is always very busy or exciting] 

2 : having an edge or point that is not sharp ■ a dull [=blunt] 
knife ■ a dull pencil 

3 of a sound : not clear and loud ■ the dull roar of the crowd 

■ He heard a dull [= muffled] thud. 

4 of pain : constant but not sharp or severe ■ She complained 
of a dull ache/pain in her knee. 

5 : not shiny ■ The paint has a dull finish. ■ The dog had no 
appetite and its eyes were dull. 

6 : not sunny : having a lot of clouds ■ a dull winter sky 

7 : slightly grayish or dark : not bright ■ a dull light ■ The sky 
was a dull blue. 

8 old-fashioned : stupid or slow in understanding something 

■ a dull student 

9 : not having a lot of business or financial activity ■ a dull 
[=slow, sluggish] market 

(as) dull as dishwater see dishwater 
(as) dull as dltchwater see ditchwater 
— dullness noun [noncount] ■ I couldn’t get past the dull¬ 
ness of the book’s topic. — dul-ly adv ■ He sat staring dully 
into the distance. 

2 dull verb dulls; dulled; dulMng : to become dull or to 
make (something) dull: such as a : to become or cause 
(something) to become less clear, distinct, bright, or shiny 
[+ obj] Fog dulled the morning sunlight. ■ Special earplugs 
dulled the sound of the chain saw. [no obj] His hair dulled as 
he aged. ■ The dog’s eyes dulled as he got sick, b [+ obj ]: to 
make (something, such as a feeling) less sharp, strong, or se¬ 
vere ■ She takes medicine to dull the pain. ■ Fear dulled his 
need for adventure. ■ (formal ) Her mind was dulled by the 
medication, c : to become or cause (something, such as a 
knife or blade) to become less sharp [+ obj] The knife was 
dulled from use. [no obj] The blade should be replaced as 
soon as it dulls. 
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dull-ard /ViAknl/ noun, pi -ards [count] old-fashioned : a 
stupid and uninteresting person ■ The company is run by a 
bunch of dullards. 

dU'ly /'du:li, Brit 'djuili/ adv, formal 

1 : in the proper or expected way ■ They were duty im¬ 
pressed by her speech. ■ The objections were duly noted. 

2 : at the correct or expected time ■ The singer duly ap¬ 
peared back on stage for an encore. 

1 dumb l'A\ml adj dumb-er; -est 

1 informal a : not showing or having good judgment or in¬ 
telligence : stupid or foolish - I’m not dumb enough to be¬ 
lieve that. ■ It was a dumb idea in the first place. ■ He just 
stood there with a dumb grin on his face. ■ This is one of the 
dumbest TV shows I’ve ever seen. ■ She played/acted dumb 
[^pretended to know or understand less than she really did] 
so we would assign her the easier tasks, b : not requiring or 
resulting from intelligence • It was dumb luck that we found 
this place at all. ■ His success is just a matter of dumb luck. 

2 a : not able to speak especially after being shocked or sur¬ 
prised ■ 1 was struck dumb [=made speechless] by the sur¬ 
prise. — see also dumbstruck b old-fashioned + often of¬ 
fensive : not having the ability to speak ■ He was bom deaf 
and dumb. 

— dumb-ly adv ■ He stared dumbly at the test. — dumb¬ 
ness noun [noncount] informal ■ The movie’s dumbness 
[^stupidity] is actually pretty funny. 

2 dumb verb dumbs; dumbed; dumb-ing 

dumb down [phrasal verb] dumb down (something) or dumb 
(something) down usually disapproving 1 : to make 
(something) easier to understand ■ She refused to dumb 
down the language in her report. • The movie was a 
dumbed down version of the play. 2 : to make (a group of 
people) less intelligent or educated ■ Cutting training pro¬ 
grams will dumb down the American workforce. 

— dumbing down noun [noncount] ■ She thinks television 
is contributing to the dumbing down of America. 

dumb-bell /'dAiT^bcl/ noun, pi -bells [count] 

1 : a short bar with weights at the ends that is used to make 
muscles stronger — see picture at gym 

2 US, informal : a stupid or foolish person ■ 1 feel like a 
dumbbell for making such a stupid mistake. 

dumb-found-ed AdAm'faundad/ adj [more most ~] 
: very shocked or surprised ■ We were dumbfounded at what 
we saw. ■ 1 was dumbfounded to hear that she resigned, 
-dumb-found /.dAm'faund/ verb -founds; -found-ed; 
-founding [+ obj] ■ It dumbfounded me to hear that she 
had resigned. 

dumb-Struck /'dAm,strAk/ adj : so shocked or surprised 
that you cannot speak ■ The people in the courtroom were 
dumbstruck by his confession. 

dumb-wait-er /'dAm,weit 0 y noun, pi -ers [count] : a small 
elevator for carrying food or goods from one floor of a 
building to another 

dum-dum /'dAm,dAm/ noun, pi -dums [count] : a bullet 
that expands or explodes when it hits an object in order to 
cause greater damage — called also dumdum bullet 
1 dum-my /'dAmi/ noun, pi dum-mies 

1 [count] chiefly US, informal : a stupid person ■ He’s no 
dummy, f -fool] ■ She loves you. you dummy. 

2 [count] : a doll that is shaped like and is as large as a person 
■ a tailor’s/dressmaker’s dummy ■ They practiced CPR on a 
dummy. ■ a crash test dummy [=a life-size model of a person 
used in tests to see what happens to people when a car gets in 
an accident] 

3 [count] : a copy of a finished object that is used during 
practice or training ■ The bomb was just a dummy. 

4 [count] : a large doll with a movable mouth that is used by 
a performer ■ a ventriloquist’s dummy 

5 [noncount] : the set of cards in a game of bridge that are 
played faceup so everyone can see them 

6 [count] Brit : pacifier 

2 dummy adj, always used before a noun : looking real but not 
functioning or able to be used ■ They took apart a dummy 
bomb. ■ a dummy corporation [=a corporation that is not 
real] ■ a dummy pill [-placebo] 
dummy run noun, pi ~ runs [count] Brit : dry run 
1 dump /‘dArnp/ verb dumps; dumped; dump-ing [+obj] 

1 : to put (something) somewhere in a quick and careless 
way ■ You can dump the coats on the bed. ■ 1 dumped the cof¬ 
fee down the drain. ■ The murderer dumped the body in the 
river. — sometimes used figuratively ■ The blizzard dumped 
three feet of snow in one night. 


2 : to leave or get rid of (something or someone) quickly or 
without concern ■ They dumped [=left] their friends at the 
party and went home. ■ The team’s coach was dumped 
[=fired] after a season of losses. ■ They had to dump [=quickly 
sell] most of their stock to pay off their debts. 

3 informal : to end a romantic relationship with (someone) ■ 
My girlfriend dumped me. ■ 1 got dumped yesterday. 

4 : to get rid of (waste or garbage) especially in a secret and 
illegal way ■ The factory has been dumping waste into the 
river. 

5 : to sell (goods) in foreign countries for less than what they 
would sell for in your own country ■ The company dumped 
its unsold parts on the U.S. market. 

6 computers : to copy or move (data) from a computer’s 
memory to a disk, another computer, etc. ■ Dump the file to 
a disk. 

dump in your lap see ’lap 

dump on [phrasal verb] informal I dump on (someone) US 
: to criticize (someone) severely ■ I’m tired of getting 
dumped on every time 1 make a little mistake. 2 dump 
(something) on (someone) : to give (something) to (some¬ 
one else) to do, deal with, or think about because you do 
not want to ■ She dumped her chores on her little brother. ■ 
1 can’t stand it when he dumps all his problems on me. ■ I 
hate to dump this on you. 

2 dump noun, pi dumps [count] 

1 : a place where waste (such as trash) is taken and left ■ We 
bring our trash to the town dump on Saturdays. ■ (US) a gar¬ 
bage dump ■ The site has become a toxic (waste) dump. [=a 
place where dangerous waste is left usually illegally] 

2 : a place where military supplies are stored ■ an ammuni¬ 
tion dump 

3 informal : a messy, dirty, and unpleasant place ■ 1 can’t be¬ 
lieve you live in this dump. [=pigsty>] • What a dump ! 

4 computers : an act of sending data stored in a computer to 
another place ■ a screen dump to the printer 

down in the dumps informal: feeling very sad ■ 1 guess I’m 
just down in the dumps. 

take a dump informal + impolite : to pass solid waste from 
the body 

dump-er /'dAmp^/ noun, pi -ers chiefly US 

1 [count] : a person who leaves waste where it is not sup¬ 
posed to be left ■ The cops caught the illegal dumpers. 

2 the dumper informal: a state of failure ■ The economy is 
in the dumper. - His career has gone down the dumper. [=his 
career has been ruined] 

dumper truck noun, pi ~ trucks [count] Brit : dump 
truck 

dump-ing /'dAmpig/ noun [noncount] : the act of getting rid 
of waste or garbage especially in an illegal way • No dumping 
allowed. ■ laws that prohibit the dumping of toxic materials 
dumping ground noun, pi ~ grounds [count] : a place 
where people or things that are not wanted are sent — often 
+ for ■ The class became a dumping ground for students with 
behavioral problems. 

dump-ling /'dAmplirj/ noun, pi -lings [count] 

1 : a small lump of dough that is boiled or steamed ■ chicken 
and dumplings 

2 : a piece of food that is wrapped in dough and cooked ■ We 
had vegetarian/pork dumplings as an appetizer. ■ an apple 
dumpling 

Dump-Ster /'dAmpsta 1 / trademark — used for a large trash 
container 

dump truck noun, pi trucks [count] US : a large truck 
usually with a container on the back of it that is used for car¬ 
rying and unloading loose material — called also (Brit) 
dumper truck:, see picture at TRUCK 
dumpy /'dAmpi/ adj dump-i-er; -est informal 

1 : short and fat ■ a dumpy guy in his forties 

2 US : dirty and in bad condition ■ dumpy hotel rooms 
dunce /'dAns/ noun, pi dunc-es [count] old-fashioned 

: someone who is stupid or slow at learning things ■ Don't be 
a dunce. ■ a dunce/dunce’s cap [=a tall pointy hat worn in the 
past by students as a punishment for failing to learn their les¬ 
sons] 

dune /'du:n, Brit 'djuin/ noun, pi dunes [count] : a hill of 
sand near an ocean or in a desert that is formed by the wind ■ 
We wandered over the dunes. — called also sand dune; see 
color picture on page Cl 

dune buggy noun, pi ~ -gies [count] : a small vehicle with 
very large tires for driving on sand — called also beach buggy 
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dung /’dAi]/ noun [noncount] : solid waste from an animal ■ 
cow/cattle dung 

dun-ga-rees AdAiDga'rkz/ noun [plural] 

1 US, old-fashioned : pants or work clothes made of usually 
blue denim ■ a new pair of dungarees [=(more commonly) 
jeans] 

2 Brit : overalls 

dun*geon AiAncfoan/ noun, pi -geons [count] : a dark un¬ 
derground prison in a castle ■ The king threw them in/into 



the dungeon. 

n dunk /'d/vgk/ verb dunks; dunked; dunk-ing 

1 [+ obj] a : to dip (food) quickly into a liquid (such as cof¬ 
fee or milk) while eating ■ I like to dunk my doughnut in my 
coffee, b chiefly US : to push (someone or something) un¬ 
der water or other liquid for a short amount of time ■ She 
dunked him while they were swimming. • He dunked the la¬ 
dle into the soup. 

2 basketball : to jump high in the air and push (the ball) 
down through the basket [+ obj] He dunked the ball, [no 
obj] He could dunk when he was 16. 

2 dunk noun, pi dunks [count] basketball : a shot that is made 
by jumping high in the air and pushing the ball down 
through the basket ■ The pass led to a dunk. — called also 
dunk shot, slam dunk 


dun-no /da'nou/ — used in writing to represent the sound of 
the phrase don’t know or I don’t know when it is spoken 


quickly ■ “What do you want to do today?” “I dunno." ■ 
"Where did he go?” "Dunno." -0*’ The pronunciation repre¬ 
sented by dunno is common in informal speech. The written 
form should be avoided except when you are trying to repre¬ 
sent or record such speech. 
dUO /'duiwou, Brit *dju:w3u/ noun, pi du*OS [count] 

1 : two people who perform together, are usually seen to¬ 
gether, or are associated with each other • The comedy duo 


will perform tonight. ■ The author-illustrator duo will be 
signing their books tomorrow. - He and his partner make/ 
form quite a duo. 

2 : a piece of music that is performed by two musicians ■ 
They sang a duo. [=(more commonly) duet] 
dU-O-de-num Adurwa'diinam, Brit ^juiwa'diinam/ noun, pi 
-de-na /-‘dims/ or -de-nums [count] medical : the part of 
the small intestine that is right below your stomach 
— dU'0»de-nal /,du:w3'di:n|, Brit ,dju:w3'di:nl/ adj ■ duode¬ 
nal ulcers 

1 dupe /'du:p, Brit 'dju:p/ verb dupes; duped; dup-ing [+ 

obj] : to deceive or trick (someone) into believing or doing 
something ■ They duped her out of $300. — usually used as 
(be) duped ■ He was duped into buying a phony watch. • We 
were duped by the con artist. 

2 dupe noun, pi dupes [count] : a person who is easily de¬ 
ceived or tricked - He was an unwitting dupe in the scheme, 
du-plex /'du:,picks, Brit 'dju^pleks/ noun, pi -plex-es 
[count] US 

1 : a building that is divided into two separate homes ■ We 


live in the brick duplex. 

2 : an apartment with two floors • a duplex penthouse 
1 du-pli-cate /Muiplikat, Brit 'djuiplikat/ adj, always used be¬ 
fore a noun : exactly the same as something else ■ I began re¬ 


ceiving duplicate copies of the magazine every month. 
: made as an exact copy of something else ■ I had a duplicate 
key made. — compare TRIPLICATE 
2 du-pli-cate /'du:pli,keit, Brit 'dju:pli,keit/ verb -cates; 
-cat-ed; -cat-lng [-¥obj] 

1 : to make an exact copy of (something) • She duplicated 


the video to give to family and friends. ■ Unfortunately, the 
results of the first study could not be duplicated. 

2 : to produce (something) in another form ■ They tried to 
duplicate [=repeat] last year’s performance. ■ If we both do 
the project, we’ll just be duplicating the work. [=doing the 
same work twice; doing more work than we need to] 
3 du-pli-Cate /'duiplikat, Brit 'djuiplikat/ noun, pi -cates 
[count] : something that is exactly the same as something else 


: an exact copy of something else ■ In case you lose your 
keys, keep a set of duplicates somewhere safe. — often + of • 
He made duplicates of the forms before mailing them. ■ an 
exact duplicate of the original 

In duplicate 1 : two times so that there are two copies ■ We 
were required to fill out the paperwork in duplicate. 2 
: with an exact copy ■ Please send the contract in duplicate. 
dU-pli-Ca-tion Aduipli'keijan, Brit jdjuipli'kei/sn/ noun 
1 [noncount] : the act or process of copying something ■ He 


sent the manuscript out for duplication. 


2 : the state of containing copies of something or being a 
copy of something [noncount] Please eliminate duplication 
when combining the lists, [count] It was a needless duplica¬ 
tion of work, [-they did the work twice though they did not 
need to] 

du-plic-i-ty /du'plisati, Brit dju'plisati/ noun [noncount] for¬ 
mal : dishonest behavior that is meant to trick someone ■ He 
exposed the spy’s duplicity. 

— du-plic-i-tous /du'plisatas, Brit dju'plisatas/ adj • duplici¬ 
tous [-deceptive] tactics 

du-ra-ble /'durabal, Brit 'djurabal/ adj [more most ~] 

: staying strong and in good condition over a long period of 
time • durable fabric — often used figuratively ■ She is one of 
Hollywood’s most durable stars. ■ a durable athlete • durable 
myths 

— du-ra-bil-i-ty Adura'bilati, Brit ,djur3'bil3ti/ noun [non¬ 
count] ■ cars known for their durability — du-ra-bly 
/'durabli.Brzf 'djurabli/ adv • durably built homes 

durable goods noun [plural] US : products (such as cars 
and stoves) that usually last a very long time — called also 
(Brit) consumer durables 

du-ra-tion /du'reijan, Brit dju'reijan/ noun [noncount] : the 
length of time that something exists or lasts ■ You should 
gradually increase the duration of your workout. 
for the duration : until the end of something ■ He was living 
in England when the war began and remained there for the 
duration. — often + of ■ The camera remained on the Pres¬ 
ident for the duration of his speech. 

dU-reSS /du'res, Brit dju'res/ noun [noncount] formal : force 
or threats meant to make someone do something - He gave 
the information under duress. 

dUf-ing /'dunq, Brit 'djurnj/ prep 

1 : throughout the entire time of (an event, period, occur¬ 
rence, etc.) • She swims every day during the summer. ■ We 
got along well during the trip. - He worked in the field during 
most of the day. 

2 : at some time in the course of (something) ■ You can call 
me during the day. [=at some time in the day] ■ During the in¬ 
terview, they asked about my previous jobs. ■ The fire alarm 
went off during the ceremony. 

dusk /'dAsk/ noun [noncount] : the time when day changes 
into night and the sky begins to get darker ■ The park closes 
at dusk. — compare ‘dawn 

dusky /'dAski/ adj dusk-l-er; -est ; somewhat dark ■ a 
dusky brown ■ in the dusky firelight 
1 dUSt /"dAst/ noun [noncount] 

1 : fine dry powder that builds up inside buildings on surfac¬ 
es that have not recently been cleaned ■ The floor was cov¬ 
ered with dust. • You can see the dust particles floating 
through the air. ■ There is not a speck of dust in that house. 

Something that is collecting/gathering dust is not being 
used. ■ The book just sat on the shelf gathering dust. 

2 : fine powder made up of very small pieces of earth or 
sand ■ As the car sped down the dirt road, it left a cloud of 
dust behind. ■ The wind kicked up dust. [=blew dust into the 
air] 

3 : fine powder made from a particular substance ■ coal/gold 
dust - He wiped the chalk dust off his hands. — see also SAW¬ 
DUST 

bite the dust see ‘bite 

eat dust US, informal : to breathe the dust that has been 
raised into the air by the vehicle that is moving in front of 
you ■ He said, "Eat my dustl ” as he jumped in his car and 
drove away. — often used figuratively ■ They’ve left other 
companies eating their dust. [=they have gone far ahead of 
other companies] 

leave (someone) In the dust US, informal ; to go far ahead 
of (someone) : to be much more advanced than (someone) 
■ The company has left its competitors in the dust, 
the dust settles — used to talk about what happens when 
things become clear or calm after a period of change or 
confusion • I’ll call you as soon as the dust settles from 
the move. [=as soon as I am not busy with moving] ■ When 
the dust settled [=when the situation became less confus¬ 
ing] and the votes were recounted, she had won the elec¬ 
tion. ■ You should let the dust settle before you make any 
big decisions. 

2 dust verb dusts; dust-ed; dust-ing 

1 : to make (something) clean by brushing or wiping dirt 
and dust from the surface [+ obj] He dusted the furniture. — 
often + off or down ■ She dusted the sand off her leg. ■ ( US) He 
stood up and dusted himself off. = (Brit) He stood up and 
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dusted himself down. [=he brushed the dirt/dust off his 
clothes] [no obj ] 1 dust at least once a week. 

2 [+ obj ]: to cover (something) with a fine powder ■ Dust the 
pan with flour. ■ The police dusted the table for fingerprints. 
[=they put a fine powder on the table so that any fingerprints 
could be seen] ■ The crops will be dusted with pesticide. 
dust off [phrasal verb\ dust (something) off or dust off 
(something) : to use (something) again after not using it 
for a long time ■ For his comeback tour, the comedian 
dusted off some of his old jokes. — see also 2 dust 1 
(above) 

dust-bin /'dASt,bm/ noun, pi -bins [count] Brit : a can for 
trash or garbage : a garbage can or trash can 
dust bowl noun, pi ~ bowls [count] : an area of land that 
was once used for farming but that has become a desert be¬ 
cause of a lack of rain ■ They left the dust bowl and moved 
west. 

dust bunny noun, pi —- -nies [count] US, informal : a ball 
of dust that forms in places that are not swept or dusted of¬ 
ten ■ I swept the dust bunnies from under the bed. 
dust-cart /'dAst.kaa't/ noun, pi -carts [count] Brit : gar¬ 
bage truck 

dust cover noun, pi — ers [count] 

1 : DUST JACKET 

2 : a piece of cloth, plastic, etc., that covers and protects 
something from dust 

dust devil noun, pi ~ -ils [count] chiefly US : a small area of 
rapidly spinning wind that contains sand or dust 
dust-er /'d/vstaj noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : something that removes dust ■ a feather duster [=a tool 
with feathers at one end used to remove dust] 

2 US : a device that is used by farmers to spray chemicals 
(such as pesticides) over a large area ■ a crop duster 

3 US, somewhat old-fashioned : a long light coat • He wore a 
tan duster. 

dusting noun [singular] 

1 : the act of making something clean by brushing or wiping 
away dirt and dust from the surface ■ The table needs dust¬ 
ing. ■ The shelves need a good dusting. 

2 : a small amount of something that falls over a surface ■ 
There was a light dusting of snow on the ground. 

dust jacket noun, pi —- -ets [count] : a paper cover that 
protects a book and can be removed ■ The dust jacket was 
tom. — called also dust cover, jacket 
dust-man /'dAStman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] Brit 

: GARBAGEMAN 

dust mite noun, pi ~ mites [count] : a very small creature 
that lives in the dust in your house and that can cause an al¬ 
lergic reaction 

dust-pan /'dAst,paen/ noun, pi 
-pans [count] : a flat pan that is 
open on one side and into which 
dirt from the floor is swept ■ 

Here’s a broom and dustpan. Go 
sweep the kitchen, 
dust sheet noun, pi ~ sheets 
[count] Brit : a large piece of 
cloth that is used to protect fur¬ 
niture from dust, paint, etc. 

— compare drop cloth 
dust storm noun, pi ~ storms 
[count] : a very strong wind that 
carries clouds of dust across a 
large area 

dust-up /'dAst,Ap/ noun,pi- ups [count] informal : a fight or 
loud argument ■ He had a dustup with a guy in the bar. 
dusty /'dAsti/ adj dust-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : filled or covered with dust ■ He pulled dusty candlesticks 
from the shelf. ■ a dusty basement • a dusty road/town 

2 : slightly gray : somewhat dark or dull in color ■ His new 
tie is a dusty blue. 

1 Dutch /'dAtf/ adj : of or relating to the Netherlands ■ Dutch 
history ■ Her family is Dutch. ■ a Dutch woman 
2 DutCh noun 

1 [noncount] : the language of the Netherlands ■ He speaks 
Dutch fluently. 

2 the Dutch : the people of the Netherlands ■ He loves learn¬ 
ing about the Dutch. 

3 Dutch adv 

go Dutch : to go to a movie, restaurant, etc., as a group with 
each person paying for his or her own ticket, food, etc. • 


We went Dutch on dinner. ■ I’ll go Dutch with you on the 
movie if you want. 

Dutch courage noun [noncount] chiefly Brit, informal 
: courage or confidence that a person gets from drinking al¬ 
cohol 

Dutch door noun, pi ~ doors [count] US : a door that is di¬ 
vided into a top and bottom half that open and close sepa¬ 
rately 

Dutch elm disease noun [noncount] : a disease that kills 
elm trees and that is caused by a fungus 
Dutch-man /'dAtfman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] : a 
Dutch man 

Dutch oven noun, pi - -ens [count] US : a large covered 
pot 

Dutch treat noun [noncount] chiefly US : something (such 
as a dinner or movie) for which each person pays his or her 
own share of the cost ■ It was Dutch treat —we each bought 
our own ticket. • a Dutch treat luncheon 
du-ti-ful /'duitifal, Brit 'djuitifal/ adj [more most ~] : do¬ 
ing what is expected of you • a dutiful servant/daughter/fa¬ 
ther ■ the dutiful way he took care of his sick mother 

— du-ti-fuMy /'durtifli, Brit 'djuitifli/ adv ■ He dutifully an¬ 
swered my questions. 

du-tV /'duiti, Brit 'djuiti/ noun, pi -ties 

"Ti something that is done as part of a job [count] His prima- 
ry/main duty at the event is to take attendance. ■ If new em¬ 
ployees are unable to carry out their duties , they may be 
fired. ■ She has a variety of adminsitrative duties, [noncount] 
Please report for duty [=show up for work] at 7 a.m. ■ This 
year no firefighters/police were killed in the line of duty. 
[=while they were doing their jobs] • In helping them, he 
went beyond the call of duty. [=did more than he was re¬ 
quired or expected to do] synonyms see ’task 

2 : something that you must do because it is morally right or 
because the law requires it [count] We felt it was our duty to 
help. ■ He has a duty to support his family, [noncount] They 
helped her out of a sense of duty. ■ I’ll be ready when duty 
calls. ■ He was selected for jury duty. [=to serve on a jury] 

3 [noncount] : active military service ■ Her brother returned 
from duty overseas. • a twelve-month tour of duty ■ Many re¬ 
serve troops were called into active duty. 

4 : a tax on goods that are being brought into a country 
[count] All goods had a 15 percent (import) duty. ■ customs 
duties [noncount] We had to pay duty on our souvenirs. 

do duty as 1 : to do the work of (someone or something) ■ 
He did (double) duty as the star and director of the film. 2 
: to be used as (something) ■ The backpack she uses at 
school also does duty as an overnight bag. 
off duty : not working at a particular time ■ I go off duty in 
two hours. 

on duty : working at a particular time ■ I can’t take any per¬ 
sonal calls while I’m on duty. 

— see also heavy duty 
duty-free /,du:ti'fri:, Brit jdjurti'fri:/ adj 

1 : not taxed when taken into another country ■ duty-fiee 
goods 

2 : selling goods that will not be taxed when taken into an¬ 
other country ■ I bought chocolate at the duty-free shop at 
the airport. 

— duty-free adv ■ A certain amount of liquor can be im¬ 
ported duty-free. 

dU-Vet /du'vei, 'du:,vei/ noun, pi -vets [count] chiefly Brit 

: COMFORTER 

DVD /,di:,vi:'di:/ noun, pi DVDs [count] : a computer disk 
that contains a large amount of information (such as a mov¬ 
ie) ■ a DVD player ■ The movie just came out on DVD.; also 
: a movie that is recorded on a DVD ■ Do you want to pick 
up a few DVDs for the weekend? DVD is an abbreviation 
of “digital video disc” or “digital versatile disc.” 

DVR AdkiVii'a at noun, pi DVRs [count] : a machine that is 
used to make and watch recordings of television programs -$■ 
DVR is an abbreviation of “digital video recorder.” 

1 dwarf /'dwoa'f/ noun, pi dwarfs /'dwo^fs/ also dwarves 
/' dwoavz/ [count] 

1 in stories : a creature that looks like a small man and that 
often lives underground and has magical powers 

2 sometimes offensive : a person who is much smaller than 
most people because of a medical condition 

— see also white dwarf 

— dwarf-ish /'dwoafij/ adj 

2 dwarf verb dwarfs; dwarfed; dwarf-ing [+ obj] : to make 
(something) look very small or unimportant when compared 
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with something else — usually used as (be) dwarfed • The 
bike was dwarfed by the truck next to it. [=the bike looked 
very small compared to the truck] 

3 dwarf adj . always used before a noun, of a plant or animal 
: smaller than normal size ■ dwarf evergreens ■ a dwarf' por¬ 
cupine 

dwarf*ism /'dwo^fizam/ noun [ noncount ] medical : a con¬ 
dition that causes a person to stop growing before reaching 
normal adult size 

dweeb /'dwi:b/ noun, pi dweebs [count] US, informal : a 
person who behaves awkwardly around other people and 
usually has unstylish hair, clothes, etc. ■ She’s such a dweeb. 

— dweeby /'dwi:bi/ adj ■ I was a dweeby kid. 

dwell /'dwel/ verb dwells; dwelled /'dweld, 'dwelt/ or 
dwelt /'dwelt/; dwelling [no obj] literary + formal : to live 
in a particular place ■ a cave where bats dwell "He dwelled 
[=lived] in the same town for years. ■ In ancient Greek my¬ 
thology, Mount Olympus was the dwelling place of the gods. 
I=the place where the gods lived] 

dwell on/upon [phrasal verb] dwell on/upon (something) : to 
think or talk about (something) for a long time • There is 
no need to dwell on the past. • Don’t dwell upon your mis¬ 
takes. 

dweller /'dwel3 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a person or animal 
that lives in a particular place ■ a city dweller ■ cave dwellers 

dwelling noun, pi -ings [count] formal : a place where a 
person lives ■ cave dwellings ■ Sales of single-family dwellings 
[= houses ] are improving. 

DWI /,di:,dAb3lju'ai/ noun, pi DWIs [count, noncount] US 
: DUI ^ DWI is an abbreviation of “driving while intoxicat¬ 
ed.’’ 

dwin«dle /'dwindl/ verb dwindles; dwin-dled; dwin¬ 
dling [no obj\ : to gradually become smaller ■ Our energy 
dwindled as the meeting dragged on. ■ The town’s population 
is dwindling away. • dwindling resources/numbers 

1 dye /'dai/ noun, pi dyes [count, noncount] : a substance used 
for changing the color of something (such as hair or cloth) 
usually permanently ■ purple dye ■ hair dye 

2 dye verb dyes; dyed; dye*ing [+ obj] : to change the color 
of (something, such as hair or cloth) by using a dye ■ She had 
been dyeing her hair for years. ■ The fabric is bleached, dyed, 
and then washed. • dyed hair — see also tie-dyeing 

dyed—in—the—WOOl AdaidnSa'wul/ adj, always used be¬ 
fore a noun, often disapproving : having very strong beliefs, 
opinions, etc., that you are not willing to change ■ He is 
known as a dyed-in-the-wool conservative. 

1 dying present participle of 1 die 

2 dy«ing /'dajirj/ adj, always used before a noun : happening as 
someone dies : relating to someone’s death ■ It was her dying 
wish [=her last wish] to see them married. ■ I will remember 
his words until my dying day. [=until I die] 

1 dyke chiefly Brit spelling of dike 

2 dyke /'daik/ noun, pi dykes [count] informal + offensive 

: LESBIAN 

1 dy-nam-ic /dai'nzemik/ adj 

1 [more most ~] a : always active or changing ■ a dy¬ 
namic city ■ a dynamic relationship b : having or showing a 
lot of energy ■ a dynamic [^enthusiastic] speaker ■ an exciting 
and dynamic performance 

2 technical : of or relating to energy, motion, or physical 
force ■ the dynamic theory of heat ■ dynamic and potential 
energy 

— dy*nam*i-caMy /dai'menukli/ adv ■ The camera moves 
dynamically around the actors. 

2 dynamic noun, pi -ics 

1 : the way that two or more people behave with each other 
because of a particular situation [singular] the dynamic be¬ 
tween a doctor and a patient ■ the teacher-student dynamic 
[plural] Group dynamics are important to consider. ■ The dy¬ 
namics of this class are different from those of other classes. 


2 [count] : something that causes change or growth in some¬ 
thing else • Disease was a central dynamic in the decrease in 
population. ■ a study on famine and population dynamics 

3 dynamics [noncount] technical : the science that studies 
motion and the forces that cause or stop motion ■ molecular/ 
fluid dynamics 

4 dynamics [plural] music : changes in how loudly a piece 
of music is played or sung ■ Dynamics greatly affect the im¬ 
pact of the music. 

dy«na-mism /'dain3,miz3m/ noun [noncount] somewhat 
formal : energy and a strong desire to make something hap¬ 
pen ■ He has the dynamism of a natural leader. 
1 dy-fia*mite /'dain3,mait/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a powerful explosive that is often used in the form of a 
stick ■ a stick of dynamite 

2 : someone or something that may cause arguments or 
trouble ■ The death penalty is political dynamite. 

2 dynamite verb -mites; -mit-ed; -mit-ing [+ obj] : to blow 
up (something) using dynamite • They plan to dynamite the 
old building. 

3 dynamite adj, informal : exciting and very impressive or 
pleasing ■ Her new album is dynamite ! [-terrific, wonderful] • 
They put on a dynamite performance. 
dy«na»mo /'darns,moo/ noun, pi -mos [count] 

1 : a machine that produces electricity : generator 

2 informal : someone who has a lot of energy ■ He’s a dyna¬ 
mo on-screen. ■ a human dynamo 

dy-nas«ty /'dainssti, Brit 'dinssti/ noun, pi -ties [count] 

1 : a family of rulers who rule over a country for a long peri¬ 
od of time ■ a dynasty that ruled China for nearly 300 years; 
also : the period of time when a particular dynasty is in pow¬ 
er ■ There was a civil war during the dynasty. 

2 : a family, team, etc., that is very powerful or successful 
for a long period of time ■ She was bom into a powerful po¬ 
litical dynasty. ■ a baseball dynasty 

— dy-nas-tic /dai'mestik, Brit di'nsestik/ adj, always used 
before a noun ■ dynastic succession 

dys-en-tery /'disn,teri, Brit 'disntri/ noun [noncount] medi¬ 
cal : a serious disease that causes severe diarrhea and a loss 
of blood 

dys-func-tion /dis'fAi]k/3n/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : the condition of having poor and unhealthy 
behaviors and attitudes within a group of people ■ family 
dysfunction 

2 medical : the state of being unable to function in a normal 
way [noncount] treatment for erectile/sexual dysfunction 
[count] The disease causes gastrointestinal dysfunctions. 

— dys*func-tion*al /dis'fAijkfsnl/ adj [more most —) ■ 
He hated spending holidays with his girlfriend’s dysfunc¬ 
tional family. ■ a dysfunctional kidney 

dys-lex-ia /dis'leksijs/ noun [noncount] medical : a condi¬ 
tion in the brain that makes it hard for a person to read, 
write, and spell 

— dys-lex*ic /dis'leksik/ acfj ■ a dyslexic child — dyslexic 
noun, pi -ics [count] ■ a dyslexic [=a person with dyslexia] 
who overcame early problems with reading 

dys*pep*sia /dis'pepjs, dis'pepsijs/ noun [noncount] medi¬ 
cal : pain in the area of your stomach caused by a difficulty 
in digesting food : indigestion ■ He is suffering from dys¬ 
pepsia. 

dys«pep*tic /dis'peptik/ adj 

1 : suffering from pain caused by digestive problems ■ dys¬ 
peptic patients 

2 formal + old-fashioned : having a bad temper * a dyspeptic 
old man 

dys-topia /dis'toupijs/ noun, pi -pias [count] : an imagi¬ 
nary place where people are unhappy and usually afraid be¬ 
cause they are not treated fairly — compare utopia 

— dys-to-pi-an /dis'toupijisn/ adj ■ a dystopian society 
dystrophy see muscular dystrophy 
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e or E /'i:/ noun, pi e’s or es or E’s or Es 

1 : the fifth letter of the English alphabet [count] a word 
that begins with an e [noncount] a word that begins with e 

2 : the musical note or key referred to by the letter E : the 
third tone of a C-major scale [count] play/sing an E [non¬ 
count] a song in the key of E 

an E for effort see effort 
E abbr east, eastern 

e- combining form : electronic : Internet : online ■ e-mail ■ 
e-commerce [=commerce on the Intemetl • e-retailing 
1 each /'i:tj'/ adj : every one of two or more people or things 
considered separately • A rope was tied to each end of the 
boat. ■ Each student had a different explanation. ■ Each stu¬ 
dent has done his best. = Each student has done his or her 
best. = ( informal ) Each student has done their best. • Each 
one of them has done his/her best. = ( informal ) Each one of 
them has done their best. ■ Each one of us took a turn. [=we 
each took a turn] ■ Each one of them costs 50 cents. [=they 
each cost 50 cents] 

each and every — used as a more forceful way of saying 
each ■ I want to thank each and every person who has con¬ 
tributed to this project. 

2 each pronoun : each one ■ Each of us took a turn. = We each 
took a turn. ■ Each (of them) costs 50 cents. ■ They each have 
done their best. = They have each done their best. 'He took 
shot after shot, each missing by inches. 
to each his own or each to his own — used to say that 
other people are free to like different things than you do ■ I 
don’t care for football, but to each his own. 

3 each adv : to or for each : apiece ■ They cost 50 cents each. 
■ We were allowed two tries each. 
each Other pronoun : each of two or more people, animals, 
etc., who are doing something together or in relationship to 
the other or others in the group ■ My brother and I looked at 
each other. [=we looked at one another; he looked at me and 
I looked at him] ■ The twins can wear each other’s clothes. 
[=each one can wear the other’s clothes] 
made for each other see 2 made 
ea»qer /'iiga'/ adj [more most ~] : very excited and inter¬ 
ested ■ an eager student • eager enthusiasm/anticipation 
: feeling a strong and impatient desire to do something or for 
something ■ She was eager to get started. ■ They were eager to 
hear the latest news. = They were eager for the latest news. ■ 
The crowd was eager for more. 

— ea-ger-ly adv • The news was eagerly awaited. ■ His offer 
was eagerly [enthusiastically] accepted. — ea*ger*ness 
noun [noncount] ■ In their eagerness to leave they forgot to 
lock the door. 

eager beaver noun, pi ~ -vers [count] informal : a person 
who is very enthusiastic about doing something : a hard¬ 
working and eager person ■ When she first started working 
she was a real eager beaver. 

1 ea*gle /'i:gai/ noun, pi ea-gles 

1 [count] : a large bird that has very good eyesight and that 
kills other birds and animals for food — see color picture on 
page C9 

2 golf : a golf score of two strokes less than par on a hole 
[count] She made/scored an eagle on the fourth hole, [non¬ 
count] She made eagle on the fourth hole. — compare bird¬ 
ie, bogey 

2 eagle verb eagles; ea-gled; ea-gling [+ ohj\ : to score an 
eagle on (a hole in golf) ■ She eagled the fourth hole, 
eagle eye noun 

1 eagle eyes [plural] : eyes that watch or look carefully and 
see or notice many things ■ watching with eagle eyes ■ stu¬ 
dents working under the eagle eyes of the teacher 

2 [count] : an unusually good ability to see or notice things ■ 
an editor with an eagle eye ■ an editor with eagle eyes 

3 [singular] : close watch ■ The guard kept an eagle eye on 
the prisoner. [=the guard watched the prisoner very closely] 

— ea*gle—eyed /'i:gal,aid/ adj [more most ~] ■ an eagle- 

eyed [^sharp-eyed] proofreader 

Eagle Scout noun, pi ~ Scouts [count] : a Boy Scout who 
has reached the highest level of achievement in scouting 
ea*glet /'iiglst/ noun , pi -glets [count] : a young eagle 


-ean see ‘-an 
1 ear /'iay noun, pi ears 

1 [count] : the part of the body that you hear with ■ He was 
whispering something in her ear. ■ a dog with floppy ears • 
pierced ears [=ears with earlobes that have been pierced for 
wearing earrings] — see picture at face 

2 [singular] a : an ability to understand and appreciate 
something heard ■ He has a good ear for music/languages, 
b — used to describe the way something sounds to you ■ It 
sounds a little old-fashioned to my ear. [=it sounds old- 
fashioned to me] 

3 [count] : attention that is shown or given by listening to 
what someone says • Thanks for your ear. [=thanks for lis¬ 
tening] ■ When I told my story, my brother listened with only 
half an ear. |=did not listen closely] To lend an ear or, in 
literary language, to lend someone your ears is to listen to 
what someone has to say. • She’s always willing to lend a 
sympathetic ear. • “Friends, Romans, countrymen, lend me 
your ears." —Shakespeare, Julius Caesar (1599) 

all ears informal — used to say that someone is listening 
very closely ■ As I told the story, my daughter was all ears, 
a word in someone’s ear see ‘word 
bend someone’s ear see ‘bend 
box someone’s ears see ’box 
can’t believe your ears see believe 
cock an/your ear see 2 cock 

ears are burning If your ears are burning or you feel 
your ears burning , you have the feeling that other people 
are talking about you. ■ ( humorous ) “We were talking 
about you last night." “That explains why I felt my ears 
burning." 

ears pop see 1 pop 

fall on deaf ears : to fail to be heard : to be ignored ■ Her 
pleas for mercy fell on deaf ears, 
grin/smile from ear to ear : to smile widely : to have a big 
smile on your face ■ He was grinning fiom ear to ear. 
have someone’s ear -C*- If you have someone’s ear you can 
talk and give advice to that person because you are trust¬ 
ed. ■ an adviser who has the President’s ear 
in one ear and out the other : through someone’s mind 
without being remembered or noticed • Everything you 
say to him goes in one ear and out the other. [=he doesn’t 
listen to or remember what you say] 
out on your ear informal : forced out : thrown out ■ If 
you’re late to work again, you’ll be out on your earl [=you'll 
be fired] 

play by ear 1 To play a song or a piece of music by ear is 
to play it after hearing it without looking at written music. 
■ He could play any tune by ear after hearing it only once. 
2 To play it by ear is to do something without special 
preparation. ■ I don’t know how they’ll react to our pro¬ 
posal, so we'll just have to play it by ear [= improvise , ( infor¬ 
mal ) wing it] and hope for the best. 
set (something) on its ear informal: to cause something to 
be in a state of great excitement or shock ■ She set the rac¬ 
ing world on its ear [=she surprised and shocked the racing 
world] by winning several major races. ■ His early record¬ 
ings set the jazz world on its ear. [=his recordings caused a 
sensation in the jazz world] 
talk someone’s ear off see ‘talk 

turn a deaf ear : to refuse to listen to what someone says ■ 
The company president turned a deaf ear to my proposals. 
up to your ears : deeply involved in something ■ They are 
up to their ears in debt. (=they are deeply in debt] ■ We’re up 
to our ears in work. (=we are very busy] 
wet behind the ears see ‘wet 

— compare 2 ear 

— eared p\ztd/ adj ■ a long -eared dog — ear* less /' ia4as/ adj 
2 ear noun, pi ears [count] : the part of a com plant on which 

the seeds grow ■ an ear of com — compare ‘ear 
eanache /ia-ieik/ noun, pi -aches : an ache or pain in the 
ear [count] He has/gets frequent earaches, [noncount] 
(i chiefly Brit ) ■ He has/gets frequent earache. 
ear canal noun, pi ~ -nals [count] : the tube that leads into 
the ear 

ear candy noun [noncount] US, informal : music that is 
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pleasing to listen to but is not serious or interesting 
ear-drum /'ia^drAm/ noun, pi -drums [count]: a thin, tight¬ 
ly stretched piece of tissue in the ear that vibrates when 
sound waves hit it 

ear-ful /ia^ful/ noun [ singular ] informal : a lot of angry talk ■ 
I got an earful about what a bad job I had done. ■ He gave me 
an earful. 

earl I'zAI noun, pi earls [count] : a high-ranking member of 
the British nobility 
earliest noun 

at the earliest — used to indicate the earliest possible time 
when something will happen or be done ■ The job will not 
be finished until next year at the (very) earliest. [=it will not 
be finished before next year] — compare latest 
ear-lobe /Ma^loub/ noun, pi -lobes [count]: the soft part of 
the ear that hangs down from the bottom — see picture at 

FACE 

1 ear»lv /'a-li/ adv ear-li-er; -est 

1 : at or near the beginning of a period of time or a process, 
activity, series, etc. • Early in his career he moved to the city. 

■ a word first recorded early in the 17th century ■ They were 
trailing by a touchdown early in the fourth quarter. ■ We 
learned early [=early on] not to question his decisions. ■ The 
package should be arriving early next week. — opposite 

LATE 

2 : before the usual or expected time ■ She arrived early to 
help with the preparations. ■ I got up early to finish packing. • 

1 got up bright and early. [=very early] — opposite late 
early on : at or during an early point or stage ■ The reasons 

were obvious early on [-early] in the experiment. •*> Early 
on originated in British English. Some American writers 
have objected to it, but it is now very common in the U.S. 
Note that unlike early, early on can appear at the begin¬ 
ning of a sentence. ■ Early on, the project was in trouble. 
7 earlv adj earlier; -est 

"1 a : existing or happening near the beginning of a period 
of time ■ early morning ■ the early 20th century ■ He is in his 
early thirties. [=he is about 31 or 32 years old] ■ She works 
the early shift. [=the shift that is in the early part of the day] ■ 
It was still early (in the morning) when she got out of bed. 
— opposite late b always used before a noun : happening 
near the beginning of a process, activity, series, etc. ■ the ear- 
ly symptoms of the disease ■ the composer’s early works 
[=works created at the beginning of the composer’s career] ■ 
The early part of the book is better than the later part. 

2 a : coming or happening before the usual or expected time 

■ We had an early spring this year. ■ an early bedtime ■ We’re 
early. The show doesn’t start for half an hour. — opposite 
late b : doing something before the usual time or before 
others usually do ■ I’ve always been an early riser. • My 
daughter was an early reader. [=she learned to read at a 
young age] The expression the early bird catches/gets the 
worm means that people who start or arrive before others 
are more likely to succeed. — opposite late 

early days (yet) Brit — used to say that it is too soon to 
know how something will turn out • Tilings haven’t gone 
well so far, but it’s early days yet. 
early hours see hour 

get/make an early start: to get started on a journey, activ¬ 
ity, etc., early in the day ■ We want to make an early start 
tomorrow. 

make an early night of it : to go home or go to bed early ■ 
They decided to make an early night of it. 

1 ear-mark /'iasmaak/ noun, pi -marks [count] : a mark or 
quality that shows what something is or what it could be ■ 
The business plan had (all) the earmarks of success. [=it 
seemed likely to succeed] — compare hallmark 
2 earmark verb -marks; -marked; -mark-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to say that something will be used or treated in a speci¬ 
fied way — often used as (be) earmarked ■ The old building 
has been earmarked for demolition. 

2 : to put (money) aside for a special purpose • The project 
uses funds that had been earmarked for education. 

ear-muff /'ia^mAf/ noun, pi -muffs [count] : either one of a 
pair of pads that cover the ears to keep them warm and that 
are connected by a flexible band ■ wearing a pair of earmuffs 
earn /'a-n/ verb earns; earned; earn-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to get (money, a salary, etc.) for work that you have done 

■ She earns a good salary. ■ I need to earn some money. ■ He 
will do anything to earn his keep. [=to earn what is needed to 
support himself] ■ She’s just trying to earn a living. [=to earn 
the money needed for food, clothing, etc.] 


2 a : to deserve or get (something) because of something 
you have done ■ He earned a promotion through hard work. 
■ The team has earned [=gained] a reputation for poor sports¬ 
manship. ■ She needs to earn [=gain, win] their trust/respect, 
b : to make (someone) worthy or deserving of (something) ■ 
His hard work earned [=gained\ him a promotion. ■ Her hon¬ 
esty earned [-gained, won] her their trust/respect. 
earn a/your crust see crust 
earn your spurs see ‘spur 
earn your stripes see ‘stripe 

— earn-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ high earners on Wall Street 

1 ear-nest /'aiiast/ adj [more most —]: serious and sincere 

: not lighthearted or playful ■ an earnest plea for help ■ an 
earnest young journalist 

— ear-nest-ly adv • speaking earnestly — ear-nest-ness 
/'anastnas/ noun [noncount] 

2 earnest noun 

in earnest 1 : in an earnest or serious way • The search be¬ 
gan in earnest when the police arrived. ■ It began to rain in 
earnest [=heavily] in the evening. ■ It’s hard to tell if he’s 
making this proposal in earnest. 2 : not fooling ; serious 
and sincere ■ We thought he was joking at first, but then we 
realized that he was in earnest. [=he was being serious] 
— compare for real at ‘real 

earn-ings /'aingz/ noun [plural] : money received as wages 
or gained as profit ■ corporate earnings 
ear-phone /'ia^foun/ noun, pi -phones [count] : a device 
that is worn over or inserted into the ear and is used for lis¬ 
tening to something (such as music or a radio) without hav¬ 
ing other people hear it 

ear-piece /'i&ipiis/ noun, pi -piec-es [count] 

1 : a part of a device that is placed in the ear for listening to 
something ■ the earpiece of a stethoscope 

2 : either one of the two pieces that support eyeglasses by 
resting on the ears 

ear-plug /'ia^plAg/ noun, pi -plugs [count] : a piece of soft 
material that you put in your ear to keep out water, noise, 
etc. 

ear-ring /'inij/ noun, pi -rings [count] : a piece of jewelry 
that is worn on the ear and especially on the earlobe — see 
color picture on page Cl 1 

ear-shot /Ma^Jait/ noun [noncount] : the distance within 
which someone’s voice can be heard ■ They were within ear¬ 
shot of each other. ■ We waited until he was out of earshot 
[=until he could no longer hear us] before speaking again, 
ear-split-ting / , ia i »splitii)/ adj [more —; most ~] of a sound 
: extremely loud or harsh ■ The train’s whistle made an 
earsplitting noise. 

1 earth /'a-O/ noun 

1 or Earth [singular] : the planet on which we live ■ (The) 
Earth is the third planet from the sun. ■ life on earth ■ the 
planet Earth ■ Many species are in danger of vanishing from 
(the face of) the earth. 

2 [noncount] : land as opposed to the sea, the air, etc. ■ The 
moisture will eventually fall to earth in the form of rain or 
snow. ■ We could feel the earth shake. 

3 [noncount] : the material in which plants grow : SOIL ■ a 
mound of earth 

4 [count] Brit : ‘ground 10 

5 [singular] chiefly Brit, ittformal : a large amount of money ■ 
furniture that looks good and that doesn’t cost the earth ■ 
pay the earth 

(a) heaven on earth see heaven 
move heaven and earth see ‘move 

on earth 1 : in the world ■ It's the tallest building on earth. ■ 
She said she wouldn’t marry him if he were the last man on 
earth. ■ He says that nothing on earth will change his mind. 
2 — used to make a question more forceful ■ Why on earth 
[=in the world, ever] did you do that? ■ What on earth is he 
talking about? ■ Where on earth are my keys? 
promise someone the earth see 2 promise 
the ends of the earth see ‘end 
the salt of the earth see ‘salt 

2 earth verb earths; earthed; earth-ing [+ obj] Brit 
: 2 GROUnd 5 ■ The appliance is dangerous unless properly 
earthed. [=(US) grounded] 

earth-bound /'atiibaund/ adj 

1 : located on the surface of the earth ; not able to fly or to 
go to outer space ■ earthbound astronomers 

2 : not having or showing imagination ■ a dull and earth- 
bound mind 
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earth-en /'^Gan/ adj, always used before a noun : made of 
earth or of baked clay « an earthen dam ■ earthen [= earthen¬ 
ware] dishes 

earth»en*ware /■a'GanjWea-/ noun [noncount] : a heavy sub¬ 
stance that is made by baking clay and that is usually cov¬ 
ered with another substance (called a glaze) before it is 
baked so that it will not absorb water ■ The dish is made of/ 
from earthenware. • earthenware pottery 
earth-ling /'^Glirj/ noun, pi -lings [count] : a human being 
living on Earth Earthling is usually used in stories and 
movies that involve creatures from outer space, 
earth-ly /'&Gli/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : having to do with life on the Earth ■ earthly joys/delights/ 
pleasures • our earthly existence — compare earthy 

2 : imaginable or possible — used to make a question or a 
negative statement more forceful « What earthly [=, possible , 
conceivable] good could it do him? ■ There is no earthly rea¬ 
son [=there is no reason on earth; there is no reason at all] 
for feeling that way. 

earth mother noun, pi - thers [count] : a woman who 

takes care of other people and has qualities that are associat¬ 
ed with being a mother in a traditional culture where people 
live in a simple and natural way 
earth-quake / , »6 l kweik/ noun, pi -quakes : a shaking of 
a part of the earth’s surface that often causes great damage 
[count] a devastating earthquake [noncount] a building de¬ 
stroyed by earthquake — called also quake 
earth-shak-ing / l &6 L feikii]/ adj [more —; most ~] : very 
important « an earthshaking [= momentous ] decision/event 
earth-Shat-ter-ing /'aG'/getani]/ adj [more most ~] 

: very important : earthshaking ■ There haven’t been any 
earthshattering developments lately, 
earth tone noun, pi ~ tones [count] chiefly US : a color 
that contains some brown ■ She wears a lot of earth tones. 

- earth-toned adj 

earth-work /'^G.wa'k/ noun, pi -works [count] : a raised 
bank or wall made of soil — usually plural ■ prehistoric 
earthworks 

earth-worm /*»0,wam/ noun, pi -worms [count] : a long 
worm that lives in damp soil 
earthy /'»e i/ adj earth-l-er; -est 

1 : suggesting earth or soil in texture, odor, color, etc. * 
earthy aromas « a blend of earthy colors • The wine had an 
earthy flavor. — compare EARTHLY 

2 [more most ~] a : practical and straightforward : open 
and direct ■ Critics were impressed by the movie’s earthy re¬ 
alism. - an earthy [=down-to-earth] person b chiefly US 
: plain and simple in style ■ food made with simple, earthy in¬ 
gredients c : not polite : somewhat rude or crude ■ earthy 
humor 

— earth-l-ness noun [noncount] ■ the earthiness of the in¬ 
gredients/humor 

ear-wax /'ia^waeks/ noun [noncount] : a waxlike substance 
produced inside the ear 

ear-wig /'ia^wig/ noun, pi -wigs [count] : an insect that has 
long, thin feelers and two curved, pointed parts at the end of 
the body — see color picture on page CIO 
1 ease Ah/ noun [noncount] 

1 : freedom from pain or trouble : comfort of body or mind 
■ a life of ease 

2 : lack of difficulty ■ The program is known for its ease of 
use. [=it is easy to use] • I was able to do it with (surprising) 
ease. [=easily] ■ These features can be modified with the 
greatest of ease. [=very easily] 

3 : a relaxed and informal way of behaving « He delighted 
people with his charm and ease of manner. [=his relaxed and 
easy manner] 

at ease 1 also at your ease : in a relaxed and comfortable 
state ■ Her relaxed manner at the meeting put/set everyone 
at Uheir) ease. ■ They no longer felt at ease [=comfortable] 
with each other. ■ You can set/put your mind at ease. [=you 
can relax and stop worrying] — see also ILL AT EASE 2 
: standing silently with the feet apart and one or both 
hands behind the body ■ The troops stood at ease. — often 
used as a military command ■ At ease ! compare at attention 
at ATTENTION 

take your ease : to rest or relax ■ I found him taking his ease 
on the front porch. 

2 ease verb eas-es; eased; eas-lng 

1 1+ obj] : to free (someone or something) from trouble or 
worry ■ trying to ease my troubled mind 

2 [+ obj] : to make (something) less painful « We were unable 


to ease [=alleviate] their suffering. 

3 a [+ obj] : to make (tension, a problem, etc.) less severe or 
troubling • The diplomats failed to ease tensions between the 
two nations. ■ Authorities are looking for ways to ease prison 
overcrowding. « The government is expected to ease travel 
restrictions, b [no obj] : to become less severe or troubling ■ 
Tensions have eased [= moderated] in recent weeks. 

4 always followed by an adverb or preposition a [+ obj] : to 
move (someone or something) gently or carefully • He eased 
the car into the parking space. - She eased herself into the 
driver’s seat. ■ They eased the heavy block into position, b 
[no obj] : to move or pass slowly or easily « The car eased out 
into traffic. « She wants to ease into her new job slowly. 
ease off or ease up [phrasal verb] : to become less severe ■ 

The slope gradually eased off. • The pressure should ease 
up soon. 

ease up on [phrasal verb] 1 a ease up on (someone) : to 
treat (someone) in a less harsh or demanding way ■ The 
students might respond better if the teacher eased up on 
them a little, b ease up on (something) : to apply less 
pressure to (something) ■ ease up on the accelerator 2 
ease up on (something) : to do or use less of (something) ■ 
My doctor told me I should ease up on fatty foods, 
ea-sel /'iizal/ noun, pi -sels [count] : a frame 
for supporting an artist’s painting 
eas-i-ly /'kzali/ adv 

1 [more most ~] : in an easy manner 
: without difficulty • We won the game easily. 

[=with ease] ■ These ingredients are easily ob¬ 
tained. ■ I’m too heavy to be carried easily. 

2 : by a great extent or degree : by far ■ She’s 
easily the best player on the team. [=she is 
much better than the other players] 
breathe easily see breathe 

1 e yt A:st/ noun 

1 [noncount] : the direction where the sun ris¬ 
es : the direction that is the opposite of west • 

The city is framed by mountain ranges to the 
east and west. ■ The wind blew from the east. ■ 

Which way is east ? 

2 the east or the East : regions or countries east of a cer¬ 
tain point: such as a : the eastern part of the U.S. • This 
summer has been unusually hot in the East, b : the coun¬ 
tries of Asia (such as Japan, China, and Korea) — see also 
FAR EAST, MIDDLE EAST 

2 east adj, always used before a noun 

1 : lying toward or at the east ■ the east side of town 

2 : coming from the east ■ an east wind 

east adv : to or toward the east ■ The ships sailed east, [-east 
erly, eastward] 

back East or back east US, informal : in or toward the east¬ 
ern part of a country or region - She attended college back 
East. 

east-bound /'i:st,baund/ adj : going toward the east « an 
eastbound train 

Eas-ter /M:sta-/ noun, pi -ters [count, noncount] : a Christian 
church festival that celebrates the return of Jesus Christ to 
life following his death; also : the Sunday in early spring on 
which this festival is observed — often used before another 
noun • Easter Sunday « an Easter egg [=an egg that is special¬ 
ly decorated at Easter] • an Easter basket [=a basket of can¬ 
dy. toys, etc., that is given to children at Easter] 

Easter Illy noun, pi ~ lilies [count] : a white garden flower 
that blooms in spring 
east-er-ly /‘iista-li/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : located or moving toward the east « They sailed in an 
easterly direction. 

2 : blowing from the east ■ an easterly wind 
east-ern /'i:stswi/ adj 

1 [more —; most ~] : located toward the east ■ They live in 
the eastern part of the state. ■ the eastern shore of the river ■ 
Eastern Europe 

2 Eastern : of or relating to the countries of Asia : ASIAN ■ 
Eastern philosophy 

— east-ern-most / l i:stan,moust/ <*dj 
East-ern-er /'iist&na'/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person bom 
or living in the East; especially : a person bom or living in the 
eastern U.S. — compare westerner 
east-ward /*i:stw^d/ also chiefly Brit east-wards 
/'i:stw»dz/ adv [more mast ~]: toward the east • We sailed 
eastward, [-east] 
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— eastward adj ■ an eastward course 
1 easy /'i:zi/ adj eas-i-er; -est 

1 : not hard to do : not difficult • an easy lesson ■ It’s surpris¬ 
ingly easy to use. ■ It was an easy decision to make. ■ They 
scored an easy goal late in the game. ■ It wasn’t easy for her 
to leave home. ■ He’s an easy person (for other people) to 
like. = It’s easy (for other people) to like him. ■ There are no 
easy solutions to this problem.« He likes to keep a dictionary 
within easy reach [ =nearby ] when he’s writing. 

2 a : free from pain, trouble, or worry ■ He’s had an easy life. 

■ This new schedule should make our lives easier. • I hope 
this will make things easier for you. ■ I won’t feel easy until I 
know that she arrived safely. ■ an easy mind b : not hurried 

■ We proceeded at an easy [= leisurely ] pace. C : not requir¬ 
ing much strength or energy ■ easy , gentle movements 

3 a : not harsh or severe in punishing or criticizing someone 

■ I think they’re being too easy on him. [=they’re not criticiz¬ 
ing/punishing him harshly enough] b : not hard to please ■ 
an easy [= lenient J teacher ^ The informal phrase I’m easy is 
used as a way of saying that you are easy to please and will 
accept what someone else decides. ■ “Should we stay at home 
or go out?’’ "Whatever you like: I'm easy." 

4 : not steep ■ easy slopes 

5 informal : not hard to get ■ easy money ■ easy pickings 
[=things that are easy to get] 

6 : relaxed and informal ■ He has an easy [ -easygoing ] man¬ 
ner. ■ an easy smile — see also free and easy at ‘free 

7 — used to describe someone or something that is easy to 
attack, trick, criticize, etc. ■ His lack of experience makes 
him an easy target for his political enemies. ■ insects that are 
easy prey for many birds ■ (US) He’s an easy mark for any¬ 
one needing a loan. 

8 informal : lightly pleasant and enjoyable ■ music for easy 
listening 

9 informal + old-fashioned : not sexually respectable ■ an 
easy woman [=a woman who has sex with many men] ■ easy 
morals ■ a woman of easy virtue 

(as) easy as ABC or (as) easy as pie or (as) easy as fall¬ 
ing off a log informal : very easy • Getting the permit 
turned out to be as easy as pie. 
easy on the eye or US easy on the eyes informal : easy or 
pleasant to look at ■ The monitor’s display is easy on the 
eyes. ■ She’s very easy on the eyes, [-pretty, good-looking] 
over easy see ’over 

— easiness noun [noncount] 

2 easy adv easier; -est : without difficulty or stress ■ He just 
wants to take life easy now. ■ The repairs will cost $100. easy. 
[=the repairs will cost at least $100] ■ “We just need to raise 
the money.” “That’s easier said than done." [=that will not 
be easy to do] ■ Success hasn't come easy for her. [=success 
has not been easy to achieve] 
breathe easy sec breathe 

easy come, easy go informal — used to say that you are 
not bothered about losing something ■ His attitude toward 
money has always been, easy come . easy go. 
easy does it informal — used to tell someone to move slow¬ 
ly and carefully ■ Easy does it\ We don’t want anyone to get 
hurt. 

go easy informal 1 go easy on (someone) : to treat (some¬ 
one) in a way that is not harsh or demanding ■ The stu¬ 
dents might respond better if the teacher went (a little) easy 
on them. 2 go easy on/with (something) : to use less of 
(something) ■ My doctor said to go easy on fatty foods. 
nice and easy see nice 
rest easy see ’rest 

take it easy informal 1 : to relax and avoid hard work or 
strain ■ The doctor told her she should take it easy for a 
while. 2 : to stay or become calm and unexcited — usual¬ 
ly used as a command ■ Take it easy , Joe. Everything is go¬ 
ing to be just fine. 

easy chair noun, pi ~ chairs [count] : a chair that is large, 
soft, and very comfortable 

easy-goring Aiizi'gowirj/ adj [more most ~] : relaxed 
and informal • an easygoing boss ■ a boss with an easygoing 
[=easy] manner 

easy Street noun [singular] : a situation with no worries : a 
situation of wealth and ease ■ If I’d been smarter about in¬ 
vesting my money, I could be on easy street now. [=1 could 
be rich now] 

eat /'i:t/ verb eats; ate /'eit, Brit 'et, 'eit/; eat-en /'i:tp/; eat¬ 
ing 

1 : to take food into your mouth and swallow it [+ obj] 


You’ll feel better if you eat something. • I ate a big breakfast 
so I’m not very hungry. ■ Let’s grab a bite to eat. = Let’s get 
something to eat. ■ I've been trying fo watch what I eat. [=to 
be more careful about eating healthy foods and not eating 
too much] I no obj] I’m hungry. Let’s eat. ■ They like to eat at 
home. ■ It's important to eat right. [=to eat healthy foods] 

To eat out is to dine at a restaurant rather than at home. ■ We 
like to eat out on Fridays. *$• To eat in is to dine at home. ■ 
Let’s eat in tonight. 

2 : to gradually destroy, use, or take away something : to 
wear something away [+ obj] — usually + away ■ The rocks 
were eaten away by erosion, [no obj] — usually + into, away 
at, or at ■ Marketing costs ate into their profits. ■ The acids 
were eating away at the metal finish. ■ The failure of his busi¬ 
ness has eaten away at his confidence. 

3 [+ obj] informal : to bother or annoy (someone) ■ What’s 
eating you? 

be eating out of someone’s hand: to be completely con¬ 
trolled by someone ■ He had them eating out of his hand. 
[=he controlled them completely] 
eat a horse see ‘horse 

eat crow (US) or eat humble pie informal : to admit that 
you were wrong or accept that you have been defeated ■ 
He was forced to eat crow when the company fired him. • 
They had to eat humble pie when the rumors they were 
spreading were proved false. 
eat light see 5 light 

eat (someone or something) alive 1 of insects : to bite 
(someone or something) many times ■ The mosquitoes 
were eating us alive. [=we were being bitten frequently by 
many mosquitoes] 2 : to badly defeat or harm someone 
or something • Their competitors are going to eat them 
alive if they don’t cut their prices. - If this story gets out, 
the press will eat him alive, 
eat someone’s or something’s lunch see ‘lunch 
eat up [phrasal verb] 1 — used to tell someone to start or 
continue eating ■ Eat up\ Your dinner is getting cold. 2 eat 
up (something) or eat (something) up a : to eat all of 
(something) ■ Eat your dinner up before it gets cold, b 
: to use up (time, resources, etc.) ■ This project has been 
eating up a large part of the budget. ■ Your savings may be 
eaten up by inflation. 3 ^ A person who is eaten up with 
or by jealousy, bitterness, etc., cannot escape that feeling 
and is made unhappy by it. • He was eaten up with envy of 
his brother’s success. 4 eat (something) up informal : to 
enjoy (something) greatly ■ I thought the speech was stu¬ 
pid, but the audience ate it up. 
eat up the clock see ‘clock 
eat your fill see 2 fill 

eat your heart out: to be jealous ■ “ Eat your heart out," he 
jokingly told his friend before getting on his new boat. 
eat your words : to take back what you have said : to admit 
that you were wrong about something ■ She said she would 
eat her words if the wedding was called off. ■ They prom¬ 
ised success, but if things don’t get better soon, they may 
have to eat their words. 

have your cake and eat it too or have your cake and eat 

it see ‘cake 

I’ll eat my hat informal + old-fashioned — used to say that 
something will not happen or cannot be true ■ If he wins 
the election. I'll eat my hat ! [=1 don't believe he has any 
chance to win the election] 

the proof of the pudding is in the eating see pudding 
— eat-able /'iirabal/ adj ■ an eatable [=(more commonly) ed¬ 
ible] plant — eat-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a picky eater 
[=someone who dislikes many kinds of food] ■ a big eater 
[=someone who eats a lot] 

synonyms EAT, consume, and devour mean to chew 
and swallow food. EAT is a general word that can apply to 
any manner of taking in food. • Eat your dinner. CON¬ 
SUME suggests completely eating something up so that 
none is left. ■ By noon they had consumed all of their food 
supplies, devour suggests eating quickly and greedily. ■ 
The hungry children devoured the grapes. 

eat-ery Pr.tsrij noun, pi -er-ies [count] chiefly US, informal 
: a usually small and informal restaurant 
eats /'i:ts/ noun [plural] informal : FOOD ■ cheap eats ■ good 
eats 

eau de co-logne /,oud3k3'loun/ noun, pi eaux de co¬ 
logne ore au de colognes [count, noncount]: cologne 
eaves /'i:vz/ noun [plural] : the lower edge of a roof that 
sticks out past the wall — see picture at house 
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eaves-drop /'ivz.drap/ verb -drops; -dropped; -drop- 
ping [no obj] : to listen secretly to what other people are 
saying — usually + on • He was eavesdropping [listening in] 
on his sister and her friends in the next room. ■ She was ac¬ 
cused of eavesdropping on private telephone conversations. 

— eaves-drop*per noun, pi -pers [count] - eaves¬ 
dropping noun [noncount] ■ electronic eavesdropping 

1 ebb /'cb/ noun, pi ebbs [count] 

1 : the time when the tide flows out from the land 

2 : a low point or condition : a condition of weakness, fail¬ 
ure, etc. ■ Morale seems to have reached its lowest ebb. — of¬ 
ten used after at ■ Our spirits were at a low ebb. [=were very 
low] ■ His fortunes were at their lowest ebb. 

ebb and flow — used to describe something that changes in 
a regular and repeated way ■ the ebb and flow of fashion ■ 
the ebb and flow of human history 
2 ebb verb ebbs; ebbed: ebb-ing [no obj ] 

1 of a tide : to flow outward from the land • waiting for the 
tide to ebb 

2 : to get worse ■ Their fortunes had already begun to ebb. 
[=decline] 

ebb tide noun, pi ~ tides [count] 

1 : the tide while it is flowing outward from the land 

2 : a low point or condition • the empire’s ebb tide 
1 eb«0»ny /'cbani/ noun [noncount] : a hard, heavy wood that 

comes from tropical trees 
2 ebony adj 

1 : made of or resembling ebony 

2 : very dark or black ■ ebony skin 

e—book /'i:,buk/ noun, pi -books [count] : a book that is 
read on a computer or other electronic device 
ebuMient /I'buljant/ adi [more most —] : lively and en¬ 
thusiastic ■ her ebullient charm ■ an ebullient entertainer 

— ebul-lience /I'buljans/ noun [noncount] ■ her delightful 
ebullience — ebuMient-ly adv ■ speaking ebulliently 

1 ec»cen»tric /ik'sentnk/ adj [more most ~] 

1 a : tending to act in strange or unusual ways ■ He was a 
kind but eccentric man. ■ an eccentric inventor • She’s be¬ 
come more eccentric over the years, b : strange or unusual 
■ eccentric behavior/ideas ■ eccentric clothes 

2 technical : not following a perfectly circular path • an ec¬ 
centric orbit 

— ec-cen-tri-cal-ly /ik’scntnkali/ adv • behaving eccentri¬ 
cally 

2 eccentric noun, pi -tries [count] : a person who acts in 
strange or unusual ways : an eccentric person ■ a wealthy ec¬ 
centric 

ec-cen-tric-i-ty /.ckscn'tnsati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : the quality of being strange or unusual in be¬ 
havior ■ Some people weren’t very tolerant of his eccentricity. 

2 [count] : an act or habit that is strange or unusual ■ Talking 
to her plants is one of her many eccentricities. 

ec*cle-si*as*tic /i,kli:zi'iestik/ noun, pi -tics [count] for¬ 
mal : a Christian priest or minister 
ec*cle-si*as«ti*cal /i.kliizi'asstikal/ also ecclesiastic adj 
: of or relating to the Christian church or clergy ■ ecclesiasti¬ 
cal history ■ civil or ecclesiastical authorities 
ECG /,i:,si:'cfei ./ noun, pi ECGs [count] : ekg 
ech*e*lon /■c/a.lain/ noun, pi -Ions [count] : a level in an 
organization : a level of authority or responsibility ■ the low¬ 
er echelons of the bureaucracy ■ the industry’s top echelon • 
We heard stories of corruption in the upper/higher echelons 
of the firm. 

1 echo /'ckoo/ noun, pi ech*oes [count] 

1 : a sound that is a copy of another sound and that is pro¬ 
duced when sound waves bounce off a surface (such as a 
wall) ■ We shouted into the canyon and listened to the echo 
of our voices. • the echo of footsteps in the hall ■ faint echoes 

2 a : something (such as a feature or quality) that repeats or 
resembles something else ■ His work contains echoes of older 
and greater poets. ■ The book's title is an echo of a line from 
an old folk song, b : something that is similar to something 
that happened or existed before ■ The crime is a chilling echo 
of the murders that shocked the city two years ago. 

2 echo verb echoes: ech-oed; echo-ing 

1 [no obj] a : to be filled with sounds and especially with 
echoes ■ The stadium echoed [= resounded] with cheers, b 
: to fill a space, area, etc., with sounds and especially with 
echoes • The music echoed through the church. ■ Laughter 
echoed across the lake. ■ Their voices echoed in/along the 
hall. — sometimes used figuratively ■ His words echoed in 
my head/ears. [=1 kept thinking about what he had said] 


2 [+ obj]: to repeat (what someone else has said or written) ■ 
His warnings are echoed by many other experts in the field. ■ 
”It’s in Rome.” ‘‘In Rome?” she echoed. ■ Others have echoed 
her criticisms. 

3 [+ obj] a : to have a feature or quality that repeats or re¬ 
sembles (something else) ■ The book’s title echoes a line from 
an old folk song. ■ The color of the sofa is echoed in the 
painting above it. = The painting echoes the color of the sofa. 
[=the color of the painting is like the color of the sofa] b 
: to be similar to something that happened or existed before 
• The crime echoes last year’s shocking murders. 

eclair /i'klea 1 / noun, pi eclairs [count] : a type of long pastry 
that is filled with whipped cream or a sweet cream filling and 
usually topped with chocolate 

eclec-tic /I'klcktik/ adj [more most ~]: including things 
taken from many different sources ■ The collection includes 
an eclectic mix of historical artifacts. • a person with eclectic 
tastes [=a person who likes many different kinds of things] 

— eclec-ti-caMy /I'klcktikli/ adv ■ an eclectically decorated 
room — eclec-ti-cism /i'klckt3,siz3m/ noun [noncount] ■ 
the eclecticism of her tastes 

1 eclipse /Pklips/ noun, pi eclips>es 

1 [count] a : an occasion when the sun looks like it is com¬ 
pletely or partially covered with a dark circle because the 
moon is between the sun and the Earth ■ a total/partial solar 
eclipse ■ an eclipse of the sun b : an occasion when the 
moon looks like it is completely or partially covered with a 
dark circle because the Earth’s shadow is on it ■ a total/par¬ 
tial lunar eclipse 

2 : a loss of power, success, popularity, etc. [singular] the 
civilization’s sudden/eventual eclipse ■ The popularity of 
television led to the eclipse of the radio drama, [noncount] 
an author who has fallen/gone into eclipse [=who has be¬ 
come much less popular] ■ an artist whose reputation/career 
has long been in eclipse 

2 eclipse verb eclipses; eclipsed; eclips-ing [+ obj\ 

1 : to cause an eclipse of (the sun or moon) ■ The sun was 
partially eclipsed by the moon. 

2 a : to make (something) less important or popular • Train 
travel was eclipsed by the growth of commercial airlines, b 
: to do or be much better than (someone or something) ■ Her 
sister’s accomplishments always seemed to eclipse [= out¬ 
shine ] her own. ■ The new runner’s time eclipsed [surpassed] 
the old record. 

ecO~ combining form : ecology : ecological ■ eco-friendly 
technologies ^technologies that do not harm the environ¬ 
ment] ■ eco- politics [=politics that relate to ecology] 

E. COli /,i:'kou,lai/ noun [ noncount ] : a kind of bacteria that 
is sometimes in food and water and that can make people 
sick 

ecobo-gy /I'kailacfei/ noun, pi -gies 

1 [noncount] : a science that deals with the relationships be¬ 
tween groups of living things and their environments ■ She 
studies plant/marine ecology. 

2 [count] : the relationships between a group of living things 
and their environment — usually singular ■ the behavior and 
ecology of the great white shark ■ the fragile ecology of the 
desert = the fragile desert ecology 

— eco-iog-i-cal /liika'laicfeikal/ actf • the ecological conse¬ 
quences of water pollution ■ The organization promotes 
ecological awareness. — eco-log-i-cal-ly /.iika'laicfcikli/ 
adv ■ ecologically sound technologies ■ an ecologically sta¬ 
ble environment — ecol-o«gist /I'kailacfeist/ noun . pi 
-gists [count] 

e-com-merce /'i^karmas/ noun [noncount] : activities that 
relate to the buying and selling of goods and services over 
the Internet 

eC«Q«nom»iC /,ek3'na:mik/ adj 

1 a : relating to an economy : relating to the process or sys¬ 
tem by which goods and services are produced, sold, and 
bought • a program to prevent inflation and economic col¬ 
lapse ■ the country’s economic growth ■ the President’s chief 
economic adviser b : relating to the science of economics ■ 
controversial economic theories 

2 [more most ~] : economical 1 • We’re looking for a 
more economic way of doing business. 

ec* 0 *nom«i*cal /^ka'narmikal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : using money, resources, etc., carefully ■ an economical 
way to heat your house ■ a practical and economical solution 
to the problem ■ an economical cook [=a cook who does not 
waste food] ■ The author is often praised for her simple, eco¬ 
nomical writing style. [=a way of writing that uses only the 
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words that are most necessary] ■ We offer quality products at 
economical prices. [=prices that many people can afford] 

2 — used to describe a product that is not expensive to own 
and use ■ The company is making smaller, more economical 
cars. [=cars that do not use a lot of fuel] 

eC'O-nom'i-cal'Iy /(Cka'ncumikli/ adv 

1 : in a way that relates to an economy ■ An increase in tour¬ 
ism will help the city economically. [=will help the city’s 
economy] ■ an economically depressed area • economically 
disadvantaged people [=poor people] 

2 : in an economical way ■ a way to economically heat your 
house ■ She writes simply and economically. 

ec-o-nom-ics /.Eka'naimiks/ noun 

1 [ noncount] : a science concerned with the process or sys¬ 
tem by which goods and services are produced, sold, and 
bought ■ She studied economics before becoming a banker. • 
a professor of economics ■ Economics is my least favorite 
subject. 

2 \plural\ : the part of something that relates to money ■ the 
economics of buying a house [=the financial aspects of buy¬ 
ing a house] ■ The economics of this agreement are 
complicated. 

- see also home economics 

econ-o-mist /I'kamomist/ noun, pi -mists [count] : a per¬ 
son who studies or specializes in economics (sense 1) ■ Econ¬ 
omists are predicting rapid inflation. 

econ«0*mize also Brit economise /I'kcuna.maiz/ verb 
-miz-es; -mized; -miz-ing : to use money, resources, etc., 
carefully [no obj ] He was bom into a wealthy family and 
never learned to economize. — often + on ■ We’re finding 
new ways to economize [=save] on fuel. [+ obj] 0 chiefly US) ■ 
efforts to economize [=save] fuel/time 
1 econ«Q«mv /I'kainami/ noun, pi -mies 

1 [count] : the process or system by which goods and services 
are produced, sold, and bought in a country or region • The 
war altered the country’s economy. • An increase in tourism 
will help the city’s economy. ■ We currently have a strong/ 
weak economy. [=many/few goods and services are being 
produced, sold, and bought] ■ the Mexican economy = Mexi¬ 
co’s economy ■ the world/global economy ■ the region’s fish¬ 
ing/information/retail economy ■ People are worried about 
(the state of) the economy. [=their country’s economy] ■ 
changes in the economy 

2 [noncount] : careful use of money, resources, etc. ■ We 
must learn to practice economy. ■ a writer known for her 
economy of language [=her careful use of language; her use 
of only the words that are most necessary] ■ cars with better 
fuel economy [=cars that use less fuel] 

3 : something that makes it possible for you to spend less 
money [count] We’ll also benefit from the economies provid¬ 
ed by more efficient energy sources. ■ Mass production cre¬ 
ates economies of scale. [=situations in which it costs less to 
produce something because you are producing a lot at one 
time] ■ Using cheap materials proved to be a false economy. 
[=it cost less at first but resulted in more money being spent 
later] [noncount] It would be false economy to repair the 
leak without replacing the pipe. 

Economy adj, always used before a noun : designed to cost 
less money 1 an economy car [=a car that costs less to buy, 
drive, maintain, etc.] ■ an economy class ticket [=the least ex¬ 
pensive kind of airline ticket] — often used in combination ■ 
an economy- size bottle/bag/box [=a large bottle/bag/box 
that you buy for less money than it would cost to get the 
same amount in several smaller containers] 

eco-sys'tem /'i:kou,sist3m/ noun, pi -terns [count] : ev¬ 
erything that exists in a particular environment An eco¬ 
system includes living things, such as plants and animals, and 
things that are not living, such as rocks, soil, sunlight, and 
water. ■ the forest’s ecosystem 

eco-tour-ism /^ikou'tua^izam/ noun [noncount] : the prac¬ 
tice of traveling to beautiful natural places for pleasure in a 
way that does not damage the environment there 

ecru /'ckru/ noun, pi ecrus [count, noncount] : a pale color 
that is slightly yellow or brown 

- ecru adj 

ec*Sta*Sy /'skstasi/ noun, pi -sies 

1 : a state of very great happiness : extreme delight [non¬ 
count] shouts of pure/sheer ecstasy ■ shrieking with/in ecsta¬ 
sy [count] His performance sent the audience into ecstasies. 

2 or Ecstasy [noncount] : an illegal drug that is used to pro¬ 
duce a feeling of excitement and pleasure 

eC'Stat'IC /ek'sUetik/ adj [more most ~] : very happy or 


excited : feeling or showing ecstasy ■ He was ecstatic when he 
heard that he was going to be a father. ■ ecstatic applause 

— ec-stat*i»caMy /ek'staetikli/ adv • She was ecstatically 
happy. 

ECT /,i: isii'ti:/ noun [noncount] medical : shock therapy 
eC'U-men-i-Cal /ekja'memkal/ adj ' involving people from 
different kinds of Christian churches ■ an ecumenical coun¬ 
cil/service 

— ec-u*men>l-caMy /ekja'memkli/ adv 

ec*ze*ma /'Egzama/ noun [noncount] medical : a skin dis¬ 
ease that causes areas of the skin to become red, rough, and 
itchy 

ed /'ed/ noun [noncount] informal : education • driver’s ed 
[=classes or lessons that teach students to drive] 
ed . abbr edited, edition, editor 

-ed /ad, id after t or d; t after p, k, tf, f, 0, s, or J; d elsewhere ; 
exceptions are pronounced at their entries/ verb suffix or adj 
suffix 

1 — used to form the past tense and past participle of regu¬ 
lar verbs • It end ed. • It has end ed. • clapp ed • tried • patted 

2 : having : characterized by ■ domed ■ culture*/ ■ two-legg ed 
■ blue-eye*/ 

1 ed*dy /'edi/ noun, pi ed*dies [count] : a circular movement 
of air or water ■ The boat was caught in a powerful eddy. 
z eddy verb ed-dies; ed-died; ed.dy.ing [no obj ]: to move 
in a circle : to form an eddy ■ The wind gusted and eddied 
around us. ■ The waves swirled and eddied against the pier. 
Eden /'i:dri/ noun, pi Edens 

1 [singular] in the Bible : the garden where Adam and Eve 
first lived — called also Garden of Eden 

2 a [count] : a very beautiful natural place ■ a tropical Eden 
b [singular] : a place that is perfect for a particular activity 
or for a person who enjoys that activity : PARADISE • The 
new store is an Eden for book lovers. 

1 edge /'e<fc/ noun, pi edg-es [count] 

1 : the line or part where an object or area begins or ends ■ 
They peered over the edge of the roof. • The fabric was 
frayed at the edge. • He made us all nervous by standing so 
close to the edge of the cliff. ■ We sat at the water’s edge. 
[=where the water touched the land] • She sat on the edge of 
the counter, swinging her legs. 

2 a : the part of a blade that cuts ■ the edge of an ax ■ a ra¬ 
zor’s edge b : the sharpness of a blade ■ This knife has no 
edge. [=this knife is not sharp] 

3 a : a harsh or unkind quality "His voice/comments had a 
sarcastic/sardonic edge, b : force or effectiveness ■ Her 
writing seems to have lost its edge. ■ These amendments will 
blunt the edge of the legislation. 

4 : an advantage over others ■ Our experience gave us an/the 
edge. ■ You need to get/gain an edge on your competition. ■ 
The company still has/holds an edge over its competitors. ■ a 
competitive edge — see also cutting edge, leading 
EDGE 

close to the edge or on the edge Someone who lives 
(life) on the edge or lives close to the edge often deals with 
dangerous situations and takes many risks. ■ He likes to 
live on the edge. 

on edge : feeling nervous : not calm or relaxed ■ She was on 
edge [-edgy] before her exam. = Her nerves were on edge 
before her exam. 

on the edge of : very close to (something) ■ a species on the 
edge of extinction • The company was teetering on the edge 
of disaster/bankruptcy. ■ They were poised on the edge of 
success. ■ He was on the edge of saying something when the 
phone rang. 

on the edge of your seat If you are on the edge of your 
seat , you are watching or listening to something with great 
interest especially because you do not know what is going 
to happen. ■ It’s a thrilling movie that keeps audiences on 
the edge of their seats, 
on the ragged edge see ragged 

over the edge: into a mental or emotional state that makes 
someone completely lose control “His friends worried that 
the news might send/drive/push him over the edge, 
razor/razor’s edge see razor 
set your teeth on edge see tooth 

take the edge off : to make (something) weaker or less se¬ 
vere ■ a medication that takes the edge off the pain ■ A glass 
of milk will take the edge off your hunger/appetite. [=will 
make you feel less hungry] 

— edged /'crfed/ adj ■ an edged weapon [=a weapon with a 
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sharp edge, such as a sword or knife] — see also two- 
edged 

2 edge verb edg-es; edged; edg-ing 

1 [+ obj] a : to give an edge to (something) ■ Edge the sleeve 
with lace. — usually used as (be) edged - The sleeve was 
edged with/in lace. [=it had a lace edgel b : to be on the 
edge of (something) ■ Trees edge the lake. — usually used as 
(be) edged ■ The garden Is edged [ = fringed, bordered ] with/in/ 
by flowers. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to move slow¬ 
ly or with small movements in a specified direction [no obj] 
She edged away from him. ■ Gasoline prices have been edg¬ 
ing upward. [+ obj\ 1 edged my chair closer to the table. 

3 [+ obj] : to defeat (someone) by a small amount ■ (chiefly 
US) He was edged in the semifinals by the defending champi¬ 
on. — usually + out ■ He was edged out in the semifinals. ■ 
She barely/narrowly edged out her opponent. 

edge out [phrasal verb 1 edge (someone or something) out or 
edge out (someone or something) : to slowly become 
more successful, popular, etc., than (someone or some¬ 
thing) ■ The company is gradually edging out the competi¬ 
tion. ■ Efficiency has edged out price as the top reason peo¬ 
ple give for buying the car. — see also 2 edge 3 (above) 
edge-wise (US) /'Ecfe,waiz/ or chiefly Brit edge-ways 
/'ecfe.weiz/ adv : sideways ❖ If you can’t get a word in 
edgewise it means that someone else is talking so much that 
you are not able to say anything. ■ I wanted to explain what 
had happened but I couldn’t get a word in edgewise. 
edg-ing /'Ecfcirj/ noun, pi -ings : something that forms an 
edge or border [count] sleeves with lace edgings [noncount] 
sleeves with lace edging 

edgy /'Etfei/ adj edg-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : nervous and tense ■ Too much coffee makes me edgy. • 
Why are you so edgy ? ■ People are starting to get edgy [-on 
edge] about rising prices. 

2 : having or showing a harsh or unkind quality ■ edgy hu¬ 
mor ■ an edgy scene/situation ■ Their relationship has always 
been edgy. 

3 : new and unusual in a way that is likely to make some 
people uncomfortable ■ one of the director’s edgier films ■ an 
edgy artist 

— edg-i-ly /'Ecfeali/ adv • edgily funny — edg-i-ness 
/'Ecfcinas/ noun [noncount] the excitement and edginess in 
the artist’s work [singular] There was an edginess [=a 
harsh quality] in her voice. 

ed-i-ble /'edabal/ adj : suitable or safe to eat ■ edible fruit ■ a 
plant with edible leaves ■ All of the decorations on the gin¬ 
gerbread house were edible. — opposite inedible 

— ed-i-bil-i-ty AEda'bilati/ noun [noncount] — edibles noun 
[plural] informal ■ cheese, crackers, and other edibles 

edict /'i:,dikt/ noun, pi edicts [count] : an official order giv¬ 
en by a person with power or by a government : decree ■ 
The government issued an edict banning public demonstra- 
tions._ ■ a royal/religious edict 

ed-i-fice /'edafas/ noun, pi -fic-es [count]: a large and usu¬ 
ally impressive building (such as a church or government 
building) ■ a magnificent edifice with a domed ceiling 
ed-i-fy /'Eda,fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing [+ obj] : to teach 
(someone) in a way that improves the mind or character ■ 
These books will both entertain and edify readers. 

— ed-i-fi-ca-tion /icdafa'keijan/ noun [noncount] ■ books 
that provide both entertainment and edification 
— edifying adj [more most ~] ■ an edifying sermon/ex¬ 
perience ■ The books are both entertaining and edifying. 

ed-it /'edat/ verb ed-its; ed-it-ed; ed-it-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to prepare (something written) to be published or used 
: to make changes, correct mistakes, etc., in (something 
written) ■ edit a poem • This chapter needs to be edited. ■ The 
book was poorly edited. - The stories have been edited for a 
younger audience. ■ Students learn to edit their essays for 
grammar and punctuation, b : to prepare (a film, record¬ 
ing, photo, etc.) to be seen or heard : to change, move, or re¬ 
move parts of (a film, recording, photo, etc.) ■ The software 
allows you to edit videos on your computer. ■ This film has 
been edited for television. 

2 : to be in charge of the publication of (something) ■ edit a 
magazine/daily newspaper ■ an anthology of ancient poetry 
edited by a local professor 

edit out [phrasal verb] edit out (something) or edit (some¬ 
thing) out : to remove (something, such as an unwanted 
word or scene) while preparing something to be seen, used, 
published, etc. • They edited out the scene. ■ Write freely. 


You can always edit things out later. 
edit yourself : to change what you were going to say or 
would normally say ■ I feel like I have to edit myself when I 
talk to them. ■ “I never saw it,” she said before quickly ed¬ 
iting herself, “or at least I don’t remember seeing it.” 

— editing noun [noncount] ■ The editing was done poorly. ■ 
editing techniques 

edi-tion /I'dijan/ noun, pi edi-tions [count] 

1 a : a particular version of a book ■ an illustrated edition 
[- 2 l version that has pictures] ■ a hardcover/paperback edi¬ 
tion b : a particular version of a product ■ the latest edition 
of the software 

2 : all the copies of a book that are printed or published at 
one time ■ The errors were corrected in the book’s second 
edition. — see also first edition, limited edition 

3 : one of the several versions of a newspaper that are print¬ 
ed for a single day ■ the late edition ■ the city edition 

4 : something that is presented as one of a series ■ the most 
recent edition of the city’s film festival ■ tonight’s edition 
[=episode] of the show 

ed-i-tor /'edata'/ noun, pi -tors [count] 

1 : a person whose job is to edit something ■ the editor of the 
city paper ■ working as a film editor ■ the fiction editor of a 
magazine [=the person who decides what fiction pieces get 
published] 

2 : a computer program that is used to create and make 
changes to data (such as words or pictures) ■ a text editor 

— ed-i-tor-ship /'EdataiJip/ noun [noncount] ■ The maga¬ 
zine has done well under her editorship. 

1 ed-i-tO-ri-al AEda'torijal/ adj : of or relating to an editor ■ 
editorial offices - He got an editorial job at the newspaper. 

— ed-i-to-ri-al-ly adv 

2 editorial noun, pi -als [count] : an essay in a newspaper or 
magazine that gives the opinions of its editors or publishers ■ 
The paper published an editorial strongly criticizing the may¬ 
or’s actions. — called also (Brit) leader, (Brit) leading article 
editor in chief noun, pi editors in chief [count] : a per¬ 
son whose job is to be in charge of a group of editors ■ the 
magazine's editor in chief - the editor in chief of the magazine 
ed-U»cate /‘ecfea.keit/ verb -cates; -cat-ed; -cat-ing 

1 : to teach (someone) especially in a school, college, or uni¬ 
versity [+ obj] Parents trust schools to educate their chil¬ 
dren. — often used as (be) educated ■ She was educated at 
private schools, [no obj] The job of our public schools is to 
educate. 

2 [+ obj ] : to give (someone) information about something 
: to train (someone) to do something ■ It takes time to edu¬ 
cate [=train] new workers on how to use the machines. ■ We 
need to educate [-inform] the public about this dangerous 
disease. — sometimes followed by to + verb ■ educating con¬ 
sumers to use these products more effectively 

educated adj [more most ~] 

1 a : having an education and especially a good education ■ 
These companies want an educated work force. ■ an educat¬ 
ed woman with an impressive career — opposite unedu¬ 
cated b : having a particular kind of education ■ He is 
poorly/well educated. — sometimes used in combination ■ 
colleg e-educated people ■ a Harvard -educated economist 

— see also self-educated 

2 : showing education (sense lb) ■ educated speech/tastes 

— opposite uneducated; see also educated guess at 
2 guess 

ed-U-ca-tion /.Ecfea'keijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 a [noncount] : the action or process of teaching someone 
especially in a school, college, or university ■ The school is 
devoted to the education of children with reading difficul¬ 
ties. — see also adult education, higher education, 
physical EDUCATION b : the knowledge, skill, and under¬ 
standing that you get from attending a school, college, or 
university [count] a college education ■ She received her ed¬ 
ucation at private schools. ■ The applicants had comparable 
educations, [noncount] He had little formal education, 
[schooling] 

2 [noncount] : a field of study that deals with the methods 
and problems of teaching ■ She earned her master’s degree in 
education. ■ a school of education 

ed-u-ca-tion-al /lEdsa'keiJanJ/ adj 

1 : having to do with education ■ educational theorists ■ a 
leading educational institution 

2 [more most ~] : teaching something ■ an educational 
film ■ educational television ■ Our vacation turned out to be 
a very educational experience. 
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ed>u*ca>tion*ist /.ccfea'keijonist/ or ed-u-ca-tion-al-ist 

/(Ccfea'keijanjist/ noun, pi -ists [count] Brit: educator 
ed-U*Ca*tor /'ccfedikeit3 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] chiefly US 
: a person (such as a teacher or a school administrator) who 
has a job in the field of education • The conference will at¬ 
tract many leading scholars and educators. 
ed«U*tain*ment /,ctfe3'teinmant/ noun [noncount] : enter¬ 
tainment (such as through games, films, or shows) that is de¬ 
signed to teach something 
-ee /i/ noun suffix 

1 : a person who gets or is affected by a specified action or 
thing • appointee ■ trainee 

2 : a person who does a specified action • escapee ■ standee 
EEG /ii:,i:'cfei:/ noun, pi EEGs [count] medical 

1 : a printed recording of the brain’s electrical activity made 
by a special machine — called also electroencephalogram 

2 : a machine that detects and records the electrical activity 
of the brain — called also electroencephalograph 

eek /*i:k/ interj — used to express surprise and fear ■ Eek\ 
There’s a mouse in the cupboard! 
eel /'i:l/ noun, pi eels [count] : a long fish that looks like a 
snake and has smooth slippery skin — see color picture on 
page C8 

— eel-like /'i:l,laik/ adj 

-eer l\-»l noun suffix : a person who is connected with or who 
operates or produces something ■ auctioneer ■ puppeteer 
ee-rie /'iri/ adj ee-ri-er; -est [or more —; most ~] : strange 
and mysterious • a coyote’s eerie howl • The flames cast an 
eerie glow. ■ a land of eerie beauty ■ an eerie coincidence 

— ee-ri-ly /'irali/ adv • The two towns are eerily similar. 
— ee-ri-ness /'irinas/ noun [noncount] the eeriness of the 
coyote’s howl [singular] There is an eeriness about that co¬ 
incidence. 

ef-face /I'feis/ verb -fac-es; -faced; -fac-ing [+ obj] formal 
: to cause (something) to fade or disappear ■ coins with dates 
effaced by wear • a memory effaced by time — see also self- 
effacing 

— ef-face-ment /I'feismant/ noun [noncount] 

1 ef-fect Zi'fckt/ noun, pi -fects 

1 : a change that results when something is done or happens 
: an event, condition, or state of affairs that is produced by a 
cause [count] The defeat had a terrible effect [=impact] on 
the team’s spirits. ■ He now needs more of the drug to 
achieve/get/produce the same effect. ■ The experience has 
had a bad/adverse/negative effect on him. ■ a good/benefi¬ 
cial/positive effect ■ Computers have had a profound/signifi¬ 
cant effect on our lives. ■ The effects of the drug soon wore 
off. ■ He was able to stop taking the drug with no ill effects. 
[=with nothing bad happening] ■ This treatment causes fewer 
ill effects, [noncount] The change in policy had little effect on 
most people. ■ the effect [-influence] of climate on growth ■ 
He was able to stop taking the drug without ill effect. If 
something has an effect on something or someone, it chang¬ 
es or influences that thing or person in some way. • The new 
regulations may have an effect on small businesses. ■ It could 
have effects on other businesses as well. — see also domino 
EFFECT, GREENHOUSE EFFECT, RIPPLE EFFECT, SIDE EF¬ 
FECT, snowball effect, placebo effect at placebo 

2 [count]: a particular feeling or mood created by something 

■ The total effect of the painting was one of gloom. • The col¬ 
or gives the effect of being warm. ■ He achieves/gets amazing 
effects with wood. Something that is done for effect is done 
in a deliberate way to produce a particular feeling or reac¬ 
tion. ■ Her tears were on\y for effect. J=she was crying or pre¬ 
tending to cry to make people feel sympathy for her] • The 
movie exaggerates his odd habits for comic/humorous effect. 

■ Before making the announcement, he paused for dramatic 
effect. [=he paused to make the announcement more dramat¬ 
ic] 

3 [count] : an image or a sound that is created in television, 
radio, or movies to imitate something real: special effect 

— usually plural • Computers are essential now in creating 
effects for the movies. ■ sound effects • visual effects 

4 [noncount] : the state of something that is actually working 
or operating ■ The policy will be in effect next year. If a law 
or something like a law takes effect, comes into effect, or 
goes into effect, it begins to work or to be enforced. ■ The 
law went/came into effect today. ■ The new regulations will 
take effect next year. If a drug or something like a drug 
takes effect, it begins to produce the results it is meant to 
produce. ■ The medication should take effect half an hour af¬ 
ter you take the pills. To give effect to something or to 


carry/bring/put something into effect is to make it begin do¬ 
ing what it was intended to do. ■ The court refused to give ef¬ 
fect to that part of the document. ■ The company has not yet 
carried these plans into effect. [=the company has not yet act¬ 
ed on these plans] ■ The new regulations will be put into effect 
next year. 

5 effects [plural] : personal property or possessions ■ house¬ 
hold effects ■ Pick up your (personal) effects before you leave. 
In effect — used to say that one thing has the same effect or 
result as something else ■ The suggestion was in effect an 
order. 

to good effect ^ If you use something to good/great/fine/ 
outstanding (etc.) effect, you use it in a way that produces 
good results. • The city has used these resources to good ef¬ 
fect. • These changes have been implemented to great effect, 
to little/no effect If something is done to little effect or to 
no effect, it produces little or no change. ■ His doctors have 
repeatedly adjusted his medication to little effect, 
to that effect or to the effect that — used to indicate that 
the meaning of words is roughly correct even if the words 
themselves are not completely accurate • He said more 
time was needed to reach a decision, or words to that effect. 
= He said something to the effect that more time was need¬ 
ed to reach a decision. 

2 effect verb -fects; -fect-ed; -fect-ing (+ obj] formal 

1 : to cause (something) : to make (something) happen ■ The 
president could not effect [ -bring about] a change in policy. ■ 
They are trying to effect a settlement of the dispute. 

2 : to cause (something) to produce the desired result • The 
duty of the legislature is to effect the will of the people. 
usage see affect 

ef-fec-tive /pfektiv/ adj 

1 [ more most —]: producing a result that is wanted : hav¬ 
ing an intended effect ■ drugs effective in the treatment of a 
disease = drugs effective in treating a disease = drugs effective 
against a disease • It’s a simple but effective technique. ■ He 
gave an effective speech. — opposite ineffective 

2 of a law, rule, etc. : in use : active ■ The law becomes ef¬ 
fective [=the law takes effect; the law will start to be used] 
next year. ■ the effective date of the law [=the day when the 
law starts to be used] 

3 : starting at a particular time — used to introduce a clause 
• Effective [^starting, as of] tomorrow, the store will be open 
until 8:00 p.m. every day. • Effective next month, the landfill 
will no longer accept old televisions. 

4 always used before a noun — used to describe something 
that exists or has an effect but that is not officially stated or 
recognized • the effective tax rate ■ The army has taken effec¬ 
tive control of the city. 

— ef-fec-tive-ness noun [noncount] ■ The effectiveness of 
the drug was questioned. 

ef-fec-tive-ly /I'fektivli/ adv [more —; most ~~] 

1 : in a way that produces a desired result : in an effective 
manner ■ Try to communicate your ideas more effectively. 

2 : in an indirect way — used to say that one thing has the 
same effect or result as something else ■ By turning down the 
permit they effectively [=in effect , for all practical purposes] 
ended the housing plans. 

ef-fec-tu-al /iTektfawal/ adj [more most —] formal : pro¬ 
ducing a desired result or effect ■ an effectual [-effective] rem¬ 
edy — opposite INEFFECTUAL 

— ef-fec-tu-al-ly /I'fektfawali/ adv ■ The law would effectu¬ 
ally bar new development in the neighborhood. 

ef-fem-i-nate /I'fcmanat/ adj [more most ~] : having or 
showing qualities that are considered more suited to women 
than to men : not manly • an effeminate manner ■ He had a 
high and somewhat effeminate voice. 

— ef-fem-i-na-cy /l'fcmanasi/ noun [noncount] — ef-fem-i- 
nate-ly adv ■ dressed effeminately 

ef-fer-ves-cence /^fa-Vestis/ noun [noncount] 

1 : an exciting or lively quality ■ The actress’s effervescence 
was charming. ■ the effervescence of his writing style 

2 : bubbles that form and rise in a liquid 

— ef-fer-ves-cent /,cfo'vcsnt/ adj [more most -] • her 
effervescent [= bubbly] personality ■ an effervescent drink 
- ef-fer-ves-cent-ly adv 

ef-fete/i'fkt /adj [more most - ] disapproving 

1 : lacking strength, courage, or spirit ■ effete intellectuals ■ 
effete members of the aristocracy 

2 ; resembling a woman : effeminate ■ an effete young 
man 

ef-fi-ca-CiOUS /icfa'keijas/ adj [more most —] formal 
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: having the power to produce a desired result or effect: ef¬ 
fective ■ an efficacious remedy 

— ef-fi-ca-cious-ly adv - ef-fi-ca-cious-ness noun [non- 
count\ 

ef-fi-ca-cy /'efikasi/ noun [noncount] formal : the power to 
produce a desired result or effect ■ The efficacy [= -effective¬ 
ness 1 of this treatment has not yet been proved, 
ef-fi-cien-cy /I'fifansi/ noun, pi -cies 

1 : the ability to do something or produce something with¬ 
out wasting materials, time, or energy : the quality or degree 
of being efficient [noncount] Because of her efficiency, we 
got all the work done in a few hours. ■ The factory was oper¬ 
ating at peak efficiency. ■ a car with greater fuel efficiency (=a 
car that uses fuel more efficiently! ■ A furnace with 80 per¬ 
cent fuel efficiency wastes 20 percent of its fuel, [plural] 
(technical) ■ The company is trying to lower costs and im¬ 
prove efficiencies. 

2 [count] US : efficiency apartment 

efficiency apartment noun, pi ~ -merits [count] US : a 
small apartment that usually includes furniture and has a 
small and simple kitchen area 

ef-fi-Cient /I'fi/snt/ adj [more most ~] : capable of pro- 
ducing desired results without wasting materials, time, or en¬ 
ergy ■ an efficient worker ■ efficient machinery 

— ef-fi-cient-ly adv ■ learning to work more efficiently 

ef'fi'gy /'cfacfci/ noun, pi -gies [count] : an image of a per¬ 
son £ An effigy is often a large doll made to look like some¬ 
one who is disliked or hated. ■ The governor was hanged / 
burned in effigy by a mob of protesters. [=a large doll that 
looked like the governor was hanged or burned by the mob] 

ef-flu-ent /'e,flu:w3nt/ noun, pi -ents formal : liquid (such 
as sewage or industrial chemicals) that is released as waste 
[noncount] The factory has been accused of discharging efflu¬ 
ent into the river, [count] industrial effluents 
ef-fort /'cfa*/ noun, pi -forts 

1 : work done by the mind or body : energy used to do 
something [noncount] He put a lot of effort into finishing the 
project on time. ■ It wasn't easy, but it was worth the effort. • 
We need to expend more/extra effort. • The job will require/ 
take a great deal of time and effort. • a lack of effort ■ She 
seems to do everything without effort, [-effortlessly, very eas¬ 
ily] [count] Our success is due to the combined/concerted 
efforts of many people. ■ Her efforts were rewarded with a 
new contract. ■ He lost the campaign despite the best efforts 
of his supporters. If you get an A for effort or an E for ef¬ 
fort or (Brit) full marks for effort, you are given credit for 
working hard to do something, even though the result of the 
work was not successful. ■ His novel's surprise ending is not 
really convincing, but we’ll give him an A for effort. 

2 [count] : a serious attempt to do something ■ Even though 
they didn't win, the team made a good/valiant effort. ■ a de¬ 
termined/desperate effort • a last-ditch effort ■ Her early ef¬ 
forts at writing a novel were awkward. ■ The project is a team 
effort. [=is being done by a group of people! ■ Despite my 
best efforts, I never found out who she was. — often fol¬ 
lowed by to + verb ■ He made no effort to hide his feelings. 
l=he showed his feelings openly] ■ In an effort to avoid further 
delays, the delivery process has been simplified. ■ I had to 
make a conscious/deliberate effort not to laugh. • The school 
makes every effort [=the school does all that it canl to help 
new students become adjusted to college life. 

3 [count] : something produced by work • This painting was 
one of my best efforts. ■ It wasn't bad for a first effort. 

4 [singular] : something that is hard to do ■ I was so tired this 
morning that it was an effort (for me) to get out of bed. 

5 [noncount] : all that is being done to achieve a particular 
goal ■ He wanted to contribute in some way to the war effort. 
[=to the effort to win the warl 

ef-fort-less /’efa^tlas/ adj [more most ~] : showing or 
needing little or no effort : appearing very easy ■ She walked 
with effortless grace. ■ His writing is known for its seemingly 
effortless style. Effortless usually describes something that 
appears to be easy because of the skill of the person who is 
doing it. ■ The skier made a series of effortless turns. 

— ef-fort-less-ly adv ■ gliding effortlessly across the ice 
— ef-fort-less-ness noun [noncount] 

ef-fron*tery /I'frAntari/ noun [noncount] formal : a very 
confident attitude or way of behaving that is shocking or 
rude : nerve Effrontery describes the attitude of a person 
who does something very boldly and without shame even 
though it is wrong or offensive in some way. ■ He had the ef¬ 
frontery to deny doing something that we saw him do. 


ef-fU-Sion /I'fju^an/ noun, pi -sions 

1 [count] formal : something that is said or expressed too 
much or with a lot of emotion ■ Her poetic effusions became 
tiresome. 

2 [count, noncount] technical: a flow of liquid or gas 
ef-fu-sive /I'fjuisiv/ adj [more most ~] : expressing a lot 

of emotion ■ They offered effusive thanks for our help. ■ He 
was effusive in praising their work. = He gave their work effu¬ 
sive praise. ■ an effusive welcome 

— ef-fu-sive-ly adv ■ praising their work effusively — ef-fu- 
sive-ness noun [noncount] 

EFL /,i:,cfcl/ noun [noncount] : the teaching of English as a 
foreign language 

e.g. abbr for example ■ products imported from many coun¬ 
tries, e.g., France, Germany, and Japan The abbreviation 
e.g. comes from the Latin phrase “exempli gratia,” which 
means “for example.” 

egal-i'tar-i-an /i.gzela'terijan/ adj [more most ~] formal 
: aiming for equal wealth, status, etc., for all people ■ egali¬ 
tarian policies for the redistribution of wealth 

— egalitarian noun, pi -ans [count] • He is a committed 
egalitarian. — egal-i-tar-i-an-ism /i.gsela'terija.nizam/ 
noun [noncount] 

1 §C[fl /'eg/ noun, pi eggs 

1 [count]: a hard-shelled oval thing from which a young bird 
is bom ■ The egg will hatch about 10 days after it is laid.; also 
: an oval or round thing from which a snake, frog, insect, 
etc., is bom 

2 : the egg of a bird (especially a chicken) eaten as food 
[count] poached/fried/boiled eggs ■ hard-boiled/soft-boiled 
eggs ■ the smell of rotten eggs ■ (US) scrambled eggs • I bought 
a carton of eggs. ■ (US) They served us bacon and eggs for 
breakfast. = (Brit) They served us eggs and bacon for break¬ 
fast. ■ an Easter egg [=an egg that is specially decorated at 
Easter] [ noncount] (Brit) scrambled egg ■ a batter made from 
flour and egg • egg white(s)/yolk 

3 [count] biology : a cell that is produced by the female sexu¬ 
al organs and that combines with the male’s sperm in repro¬ 
duction ■ The egg is fertilized by the sperm. — called also 
ovum 

4 [count]: something that is shaped like a bird’s egg ■ a choc¬ 
olate egg 

bad egg informal + somewhat old-fashioned : someone who 
does bad things • He was dishonest, but he was the only 
bad egg in the group. 
curate’s egg see curate 

egg on your face 4- If you have egg on your face you appear 
foolish, usually because something that you said would 
happen has not happened. ■ The unexpected election result 
left a lot of journalists with egg on their faces, 
good egg informal + somewhat old-fashioned : a likeable 
person ■ I’ve known Jim for years. He’s a good egg. 
lay an egg US. informal : to fail completely : to fail in a very 
obvious or embarrassing way ■ He used to be a very popu¬ 
lar star, but his last two movies have laid an egg. 
put all your eggs in one basket If you put all your eggs 
in one basket, you risk all you have on the success or fail¬ 
ure of one thing (such as an investment), so that if some¬ 
thing goes wrong you could lose everything. ■ Investors 
should diversify their investments instead of putting all 
their eggs in one basket. [=instead of investing all their mon¬ 
ey in one company or one kind of company] 
the goose that lays the golden egg see 1 goose 
walk on eggs see ‘walk 

— see also nest egg 

2 egg verb eggs; egged; egg-ing 

egg on [phrasal verb] egg (someone) on : to urge or encour¬ 
age (someone) to do something that is usually foolish or 
dangerous ■ He continued to take off his clothes while the 
crowd egged him on. 

egg-beat-er /'cg,bi:t3*/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a tool that is 
used by cooks to mix eggs very thoroughly 
egg-cup /'eg,kAp/ noun, pi -cups [count] : a cup-shaped de¬ 
vice which holds an egg that is being eaten 
egg-head /'eg.hed/ noun, pi -heads [count] informal + usu¬ 
ally disapproving : a highly educated person who may not 
know much about real life ■ He dismissed all scientists as a 
bunch of eggheads. 

— egg-head-ed /'eg.hedad/ adj [more most ~] informal ■ 
eggheaded scientists 

egg-nog /'cg,n«:g/ noun, pi -nogs [count, noncount] : a 
drink made of eggs beaten with sugar, milk or cream, and of- 
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ten alcoholic liquor 4- Eggnog is a traditional drink at 
Christmastime. 

egg-plant /'eg,plaent/ noun, pi -plants [count, noncount ] 
chiefly US : a somewhat egg-shaped vegetable with usually 
purple skin — called also (Brit) aubergine ; see color picture 
on page C4 

egg roll noun, pi *** rolls [count] US : a very thin flat piece 
of dough that is wrapped around a mixture of chopped vege¬ 
tables and often meat and then usually fried — called also 
spring roll 4- Egg rolls are served in Chinese restaurants, 
egg-shell /'cg,jcl/ noun, pi -shells [count] : the hard out¬ 
side part of an egg : the shell of an egg 
walk on eggshells see 'walk 
ego /'i:gou/ noun, pi egos [count] 

T : the opinion that you have about yourself ■ Winning was 
good for our egos. = Winning boosted our egos. [=winning 
made us proud of ourselves] ■ He has a big/inflated/enor¬ 
mous ego. [=he has an overly high opinion of himself] • She 
has a fragile ego. [=she lacks confidence in herself] • a 
bruised ego [=a feeling that you are not as important as you 
thought you were] ■ a healthy/strong ego 
2 psychology : a part of the mind that senses and adapts to 
the real world — compare ID, superego 
massage your ego see 2 massage 

— see also alter ego 

ego-cen-tric /,i:gou'sentnk/ adj [more most ~] : caring 
too much about yourself and not about other people : self- 
centered ■ an egocentric movie actor 
ego-ism /'i'.gs^izam/ noun [noncount ]: egotism 

— ego-ist /'i:g3,wist/ noun, pi -ists [count] — ego-is-tic 
/,i:g3'wistik/ actf [more most ~] 

ego-ma-ni-ac /,i:gou'meini,aek/ noun, pi -acs [count] 
: someone who does not care about other people and thinks 
that their problems and concerns are not important : a very 
egotistical person ■ an insufferable egomaniac 

— ego-ma-nia noun [noncount] 

ego-tism /'i:g3|tiZ3m/ noun [noncount]: the feeling or belief 
that you are better, more important, more talented, etc., 
than other people : conceit • In his egotism he thought ev¬ 
eryone was coming just to see him. 

— ego-tist /'i:g3,tist/ noun, pi ego-tists [count] ■ a selfish 
egotist - ego-tis-tic /.irga'tistik/ or ego-tis-ti-cal 
/,i:g3'tistik3l/ adj [more most ~] ■ an egotistical person ■ 
She had an egotistic obsession with her looks. — ego-tis-ti- 
cal-ly /,i:g3'tistik3li/ adv 

ego trip noun, pi trips [count] informal: something that 
someone does to feel more important or better than other 
people ■ He’s on a self-indulgent ego trip with his latest mov¬ 
ie, which he wrote, directed, and starred in himself. 
cgre-gioUS /i'gri:cfe3s/ adj [more most ~] formal : very 
bad and easily noticed ■ The article contains a number of 
egregious [=, glaring , obvious] errors. ■ an egregious example of 
political bias ■ egregious misconduct 

— egre-gious-ly adv - egre-gious-ness noun [noncount] 
egress /'i:,gres/ noun [noncount] formal: a way to get out of 

a place or the act of leaving a place : exit ■ The auditorium 
is designed to provide easy egress in an emergency. 

— compare ingress 

egret /'iigrat/ noun, pi egrets [count] : a large, long-legged 
bird that has a long neck and bill and usually white feathers 
Egyp-tian /I'cfcipjsn/ noun, pi -tians 

1 [count] : a person bom or living in Egypt 

2 [noncount] : the language spoken by ancient Egyptians 

— Egyptian adj ■ Egyptian culture 
eh /'ei/ interj 

1 — used to ask someone to repeat something ■ “He’s only 
three feet tall!" "Eh? How’s that again?” [=please repeat what 
you said because it seems wrong] 

2 — used to urge someone to agree ■ Let’s have another 
drink, eh? 4- This use of eh occurs especially in British and 
Canadian English. 

ei-der-down /'aida^daun/ noun, pi -downs 

1 [noncount] : soft feathers that come from ducks and that 
are used in warm clothing and bed covers 

2 [count] : a bed cover made with eiderdown 
eight /'eit/ noun, pi eights 

1 [count] : the number 8 

2 [count] : the eighth in a set or series ■ the eight of hearts 

3 [noncount] : eight o’clock ■ Dinner is at eight. • He’s work¬ 
ing until eight. 

— eight adj ■ eight cars — eight pronoun ■ Eight (of them) 
passed the test. 


eight ball noun, pi ~~ balls [count] : a black ball that is 
numbered 8 in the game of pool 

behind the eight ball informal : in a bad position ■ The loss 
of this contract puts the company behind the eight ball. 
eigh-teen /,eit'ti:n/ howh,/>/ -teens [count] : the number 18 

— eighteen adj ■ eighteen years — eighteen pronoun ■ Eigh¬ 
teen (of them) were present. — elgh-teenth Aeit'tiinG/ 
noun, pi -teenths [count] ■ one eighteenth of the total 
— eighteenth adj ■ the eighteenth day — eighteenth adv ■ 
He finished eighteenth in the race. 

eight-fold /'eit,fould/ adj • eight times as great or as many ■ 
There has been an eightfold increase in membership in the 
past year. 

— eight-fold /'eit'fould/ adv ■ Membership has increased 
eightfold. 

1 eighth /*eit0/ noun, pi eighths 

1 [singular] : number eight in a series ■ My appointment is on 
the eighth (of the month). 

2 [count] : one of eight equal parts of something • one eighth 
of the pie ■ An eighth of a pound is two ounces. 

2 eighth adj : occupying the number eight position in a series ■ 
the eighth car in line ■ the eighth edition ■ Her son is in (the) 
eighth grade. 

— eighth adv ■ She finished eighth (in the race). 

eighth note noun, pi *** notes [count] music : a musical 
note that lasts to % of the length of a whole note — called 
also (Brit) quaver 

800 number Aeit'hMidrad-/ noun, pi ~ -bers [count] US \ a 
telephone number that people can use to call a distant place 
(such as a business) for free 4- In the U.S. 800 numbers usu¬ 
ally have 800 as an area code. • Call our 800 number to place 
an order or ask questions, 
eighty /'eiti/ noun, pi eight-ies 

1 [count] : the number 80 

2 eighties [plural] a : the numbers ranging from 80 to 89 ■ 
The temperature rose to the high eighties, b : a set of years 
ending in digits ranging from 80 to 89 ■ She is in her mid- 
eighties. ■ a television show from the (nineteen) eighties 
[=from 1980-1989] 

— eight-i-eth /'eitijaG/ noun, pi -eths [count] ■ one eightieth 
of the total — eightieth adj ■ the eightieth day — eighty 
adj ■ eighty days — eighty pronoun • Eighty (of them) were 
rejected. 

1 either /'i:5a% Brit 'aiSa/ adj 

f : one and the other of two ■ Flowers bloomed on either side 
[=on both sides] of the walk. ■ Either [-each] answer is cor¬ 
rect. [=both answers are correct] ■ I don’t like either book. [=1 
like neither book] ■ French and English are closer to each 
other than either language is to Chinese. ■ I haven’t written to 
either parent. [=1 haven’t written to the mother or the father] 
2 : one or the other of two ■ You may take either road. ■ You 
may choose either answer. ■ Either way/option is all right 
with me. ■ It’s all right with me either way. = I don't mind ei¬ 
ther way. = Either way, I don’t mind. [=both possibilities are 
okay to me] 

2 either pronoun : the one or the other ■ Either (of the two an¬ 
swers) is correct. [=both answers are correct] ■ I don’t think 
that either of the two answers is correct. = Of the two an¬ 
swers, I don’t think that either is correct. ■ I don’t like either 
of the answers. [=1 like neither of the answers] ■ I haven’t 
written to either of my parents. ■ French and English are 
closer to each other than either (of the two languages) is to 
Chinese. 

usage According to the rules of grammar, the pronoun ei¬ 
ther is singular and requires a singular verb. ■ Either is cor¬ 
rect. However, in informal writing and speech, a plural 
verb is common when either is followed by of. ■ Either of 
the answers is/are correct. ■ This was not something that 
either of them was/were happy about. 

3 either conj — used with or to indicate choices or possibilities 
■ You can either go or stay. ■ I can’t remember her name. It's 
either Marie or Mary. ■ He will give the money either to his 
son or his daughter. = He will give the money to either his son 
or his daughter. ■ A statement is either true or false. l=no 
statement is both true and false] ■ They can either be black, 
brown, or blue. = They can be either black, brown, or blue. 

When either and or are used to join two subjects in a sen¬ 
tence, the verb should agree with the subject that is closer to 
it. ■ Either the professor or the students are wrong. ■ Either 
you or I am wrong. 
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either adv : in addition — used after a negative statement ■ 
The cars are reliable and are not expensive either. ■ He is not 
wise or handsome either. [=he is neither wise nor handsome] 
The phrase me either is used in informal U.S. speech to 
say that you agree with a negative statement that someone 
has made. • “I didn’t like the movie.” “A/e either [=1 also 
didn’t like the movie] The phrase me neither is used in the 
same way. ■ “I don’t like that guy.” “A/e neither." 
ejac-u-late /I'cfezekjajeit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -lathing 

1 medical: to release semen from the penis [+ obj] ejaculate 
semen [no obj ] He was unable to ejaculate. 

2 [+ obj] old-fashioned : to say (something) suddenly and 
forcefully • “Good God!” he ejaculated. 

— ejac-u-la-to-ry /I'cfezekjala^ori/ adj, medical ■ ejaculatory 
ducts 

ejaou-la'tion /I.c^zekia'leijan/ZIOM/I, pi -tions 

1 [count, noncount\ medical : the release of semen from the 
penis ■ premature ejaculation 

2 [count\ old-fashioned \ a short and sudden expression of 
emotion ■ He was greeted with ejaculations of surprise. 

eject /iVfeekt/ verb ejects; eject-ed; ejecting 

1 [+ obj] : to force (someone) to leave — often +fivm ■ They 
ejected him from the game for hitting another player. ■ She 
was ejected from the restaurant. When someone is ejected 
from a place, it often means that physical force was used to 
make that person leave. • Several drunks had to be physically 
ejected from the bar. 

2 [+ obj] : to push (something) out ■ The machine automati¬ 
cally ejected the CD. 

3 [no obj] : to use a special device that throws you out and 
away from an airplane in an emergency : to use an ejection 
seat ■ The pilot ejected when his plane caught fire. 

— ejection /I'cfeekjan/ noun, pi -tions [count] protesting 
their ejections from the game ■ the foul meant an automat¬ 
ic ejection [noncount] automatic ejection of the CD 

ejection seat (US) or ejec-tor seat /I'cfeekta^/ noun, pi ~ 
seats [count] : a special seat in an airplane that is used to 
throw you out and away from the plane when the plane is 
going to crash 

eke /'i:k/ verb ekes; eked; ek-ing 
eke out [phrasal verb] eke out (something) also eke (some¬ 
thing) out 1 : to get or achieve (a living, a victory, etc.) 
with great difficulty ■ They eked out a living from the poor 
soil of the family’s farm. [=they could grow only enough 
food to survive] ■ It looks like he has narrowly eked out a 
win in the election. ■ The company eked out a tiny profit 
last year. 2 : to increase (something) by a small amount ■ 
He eked out [=(more commonly) supplemented] his small 
income by working for neighbors. 3 : to make (a limited 
amount of something) last by using it carefully in small 
amounts ■ eke out food supplies 
EKG Aiijkei'cfei:/ noun, pi EKGs [count] medical 

1 : a printed recording of the heart’s electrical activity made 
by a special machine — called also ECG, electrocardiogram 

2 : a machine that detects and records the electrical activity 
of the heart — called also ECG, electrocardiograph 

1 elab-O-rate /iMsebarat/ adj [more most ~]: made or done 
with great care or with much detail: having many parts that 
are carefully arranged or planned ■ They made elaborate 
preparations for his visit. ■ I see now that her behavior was 
all part of an elaborate plan/plot/scheme. ■ The dancers were 
wearing elaborate costumes. ■ He told the story in elaborate 
detail. ■ an elaborate meal 

— elab-o-rate-ly adv ■ The room was elaborately decorated. 
— elab-o-rate-ness noun [noncount] 

2 elab-0-rate /i'lseb3,reit/ verb -rates; -rat-ed; -rat-ing 

1 [no obj] : to give more details about something : to discuss 
something more fully ■ I'll be glad to elaborate if you want to 
hear more. ■ She was asked to say more about her earlier 
statements, but she declined/refused to elaborate. — often + 
on ■ She refused to elaborate on her earlier statements. 

2 [+ obj]: to bring (something, such as an idea or a plan) to a 
more advanced or developed state ■ The philosopher spent 
years elaborating [^developing] his ideas. 

— elab-o-ra-tion /iAseba'reijan/ noun, pi -tions [non¬ 
count] The design requires further elaboration, [count] his 
elaborations of the basic design 

elan /ei'lain/ noun [noncount] literary : energy and enthusi¬ 
asm ■ The dancer performed with great elan. 
elapse /I'lzeps/ verb elaps-es; elapsed; elaps-ing [no 
obj] of time : to pass by ■ Weeks elapsed [=passed] before he 
returned home. 


1 elastic /I'teestik/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : able to return to an original shape or size after being 
stretched, squeezed, etc. ■ elastic fibers • an elastic bandage ■ 
pants with an elastic [=stretchable] waist 

2 : able to be changed ■ an elastic [= flexible] plan ■ an elastic 
concept 

— elas-tic-i-ty /ijlses'tisati/ noun [noncount] • the elasticity 
of the fibers 

2 elastic noun, pi -tics 

1 [noncount] : material that can be stretched : elastic fabric • 
the elastic in socks 

2 [count] US : rubber band ■ She wrapped an elastic 
around the cards. 

elas-ti-cat-ed /i'l£est3,keit3d/ adj, Brit : elasticized 
elastic band noun, pi ~~ bands [count] Brit : rubber 
band 

elas*ti*cized /i'l£est3,saizd/ adj, US : containing something 
that returns to an original shape or size after being stretched 
: made with an elastic material inside ■ an elasticized waist¬ 
band 

elate /iMeit/ verb elates; elat-ed; elat-ing [+ obj]: to make 
(someone) very happy and excited • The discovery has elated 
researchers. 

— ela-tion /I'leijsn/ noun [noncount] ■ her feelings of elation 
at being chosen for the job 

elat-ed /iMeitad I adj [more most ~] : very happy and ex¬ 

cited ■ She was elated at/about/over the news. ■ She was elat¬ 
ed to be chosen for the job. = She was elated that she was 
chosen for the job. 

1 el-bow /'el,boo/ noun, pi -bows [count] 

1 a : the joint where your arm bends — see picture at hu¬ 
man b : the part of a piece of clothing that covers the el¬ 
bow ■ He wore a tattered coat with holes in the elbows. 

2 : something (such as a pipe or a piece of food) that is bent 
like an elbow • elbow macaroni — see picture at plumbing 
at someone’s elbow : next to someone : at someone’s side 

■ His assistant is always at his elbow. ■ The drink at her el¬ 
bow was untouched. 

give (someone) the elbow Brit, infoimal : to end a rela¬ 
tionship with someone : to tell someone to go away ■ She 
gave her boyfriend the elbow after he lied to her. 
rub elbows see ‘rub 

2 elbow verb elbows; el-bowed; el-bow-ing : to push or 
shove (someone) with your elbow [+ obj] The actor’s body¬ 
guards rudely elbowed everyone out of the way. • I quietly el¬ 
bowed [=nudged] my friend to get his attention. — some¬ 
times used figuratively • Some of the older workers are being 
elbowed [=pushed] aside as the company tries to attract 
young employees, [no obj] Everyone was shoving and elbow¬ 
ing to get a good position. •❖■If you elbow your way through 
a crowd, you move ahead by pushing and forcing people to 
move out of the way. ■ He elbowed his way through the 
crowd to get closer to the stage, 
elbow grease noun [noncount] infoimal : physical effort 
: hard work ■ It’s going to take some elbow grease to get this 
counter clean. -❖■ Elbow grease usually refers to the effort 
needed to clean or polish something, 
elbow room noun [noncount] : room or space to move or 
work freely ■ It’s a small kitchen with very little elbow room. 

— often used figuratively • The company provides its work¬ 
ers with elbow room to try new ideas. 

1 elder /'eld a-/ adj, always used before a noun : of greater age 
: older -❖• Elder is usually used to describe people who are 
members of the same family. ■ my elder brother/sister [=my 
brother/sister who is older than I am] ■ my elder son/daugh¬ 
ter (=the older one of my two sons/daughters] 
the elder 1 — used in comparing the ages of two people 
who are members of the same family ■ He’s the elder of her 
two brothers. 2 — used to refer to the older of two peo¬ 
ple (such as a father and son) who have the same name ■ 
Pliny the Elder and his nephew Pliny the Younger 
2 elder noun, pi el-ders 

1 [count] : a person who is older — usually plural • He was 
told to respect his elders. [=people who were older than he 
was] ■ She learned from her elders. ■ ( formal ) He was my elder 
by 11 months. [=he was 11 months older than I was] ■ ( chiefly 
Brit ) You should respect your elders and betters. [=people 
who are older and more important than you] 

2 [count] : a person who has authority because of age and 
experience ■ a village elder ■ Traditions passed down by elders 
in the tribe. 
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3 elders [plural] : old people ■ day care for elders [=lhe elder¬ 
ly 1 

4 [count] : an official in some Christian churches 
— compare 3 elder 

3 elder noun, pi elders [count] : elderberry 2 — compare 
2 elder 

el-der-ber-ry /'eld^beri/ noun, pi -ries [count] 

1 : a black or red berry that comes from a type of bush or 
tree with bunches of white or pink flowers 

2 : a tree or bush that produces elderberries 

elder care noun [noncount] US : the care of old people ■ an 
elder care facility [=a place that provides care for elderly peo¬ 
ple] : the care of elderly parents by their children ■ resources 
for childcare and elder care 

el-der«ly /'elda^i/ adj [more most ~] : old or rather old 
: past middle age ■ The program is intended to provide med¬ 
ical care for elderly people. ■ an elderly couple 
the elderly : elderly people ■ providing care for the elderly 
elder statesman noun, pi ~ -men [count] 

1 : a retired government leader who gives advice to current 
leaders 

2 : a respected man who has been a member of a group or 
organization for a long time ■ an elder statesman of baseball 
coaches 

el-dest /'eldsst/ adi, always used before a noun : of the great¬ 
est age : oldest Eldest is usually used to describe people 
who are members of the same family. ■ my eldest brother/sis¬ 
ter/son/daughter/child 

the eldest — used in comparing the ages of people who are 
members of the same family ■ He’s the eldest of her three 
brothers. 

1 elect /I'lekt/ verb elects; elect-ed; electing [+ obj] 

1 : to select (someone) for a position, job, etc., by voting • 
She was elected (as) senator. = She was elected to the Senate. ■ 
He hopes to be elected to the committee. ■ an elected official 

2 somewhat formal : to choose to do (something) — fol¬ 
lowed by to + verb • We elected [= decided] to stay home. 

2 elect noun [plural J : people who belong to a special group 
and have privileges that other people do not have • His new 
status earned him a place among the city’s elect. [=(more 
commonly) elite] 

3 elect adj, always used after a noun : having been elected 
: chosen for a public office but not yet holding that office ■ 
the governor elect — often hyphenated ■ the president-^/ec/ 
election /I'lckjsn/ noun, pi -tions [count] 

1 : the act or process of choosing someone for a public of¬ 
fice by voting ■ a presidential/gubematorial election ■ He’s fa¬ 
vored to win the election. — often used before another noun 
■ The election results are in. • ( US) Today is election day. 
[=(Brit ) polling day] — see also general election 

2 : the fact of being elected • The scandal may affect his 
chances for election. ■ Her election to the Senate was a sur¬ 
prise to many. 

elec-tion-eer-ing /i^ckJVnim)/ noun [noncount] : the 
things that are done and said to help a political candidate or 
party to win an election ■ Her tireless electioneering won her 
the election. 

’elective A'lektiv/ adj 

1 : held by a person who is elected ■ He’s never held an elec¬ 
tive office. 

2 : done or taken by choice: such as a : not medically nec¬ 
essary ■ Plastic surgery is elective surgery, b chiefly US : not 
required in a particular course of study ■ She took three elec¬ 
tive courses last term. 

2 elective noun, pi -fives [count] US : a class that is not re¬ 
quired in a particular course of study • She’s taking several 
electives this year. — called also {Brit) option 
elec-tor /I'lcktar/ noun, pi -tors [count] 

1 : a member of the Electoral College in the U.S. 

2 formal: someone who can vote in an election : voter 
elec-tor-al /iMektsrsl, ji.’lck'torsl/ adj, always used before a 

noun : of or relating to an election or to the process by 
which people are elected ■ electoral politics ■ an electoral dis¬ 
trict • an electoral system 
Electoral College noun 

the Electoral College : a group of people chosen from each 
U.S. state who meet to elect the President and Vice Presi¬ 
dent of the U.S. based on the votes of all the people in each 
state 

elec-tor-ate /iMektsrat/ noun, pi -ates [count] : the people 
who can vote in an election *— usually singular ■ The candi¬ 


dates try hard to appeal to the electorate. [=voters] 
electr- or electro- combining form 

1 : electricity ■ electro magnet 

2 : electric ■ electrode : electric and ■ electrochemical 
elec-tric /iMcktrik/ adj 

1 or elec*tri»cal /iMektnksl/ a : of or relating to electricity 
■ an electric/electrical current ■ The device administers a mild 
electric shock, b : operated by electricity ■ an electric mo- 
tor/heater/blanket/razor/appliance • The pasture was sur¬ 
rounded by an electric fence. [=a fence that has an electrical 
current passing through it] c : providing electricity ■ It 
plugs into any electric socket. ■ The electrical cord is dam¬ 
aged. ■ There’s a problem with the building’s electrical wir¬ 
ing. — compare electronic 

2 : producing sound by using electricity ■ an electric piano ■ 
electric guitars 

3 [more most ~] : very exciting or thrilling ■ The pianist 
gave an electric performance.; also : filled with tension or ex¬ 
citement ■ The atmosphere in the room was electric. 

— elec-tri-cal-ly /iMcktnkli/ adv ■ an electrically operated 
switch 

electrical engineering noun [noncount] : a type of engi¬ 
neering that deals with the uses of electricity 

— electrical engineer noun, pi ~ -neers [count] 
electrical Storm noun, pi ~ storms [count]: a storm that 

has a lot of lightning — called also electric storm 
electric chair noun [singular] : a special chair in which a 
criminal who has been sentenced to death is killed by using a 
strong electric current 

electric eel noun, pi ~ eels [count] : a long, thin South 
American fish that is able to give a severe electric shock 
elec-tri-cian /ijck'tnfsn/ noun, pi -cians [count] : a per¬ 
son who works on and repairs electrical equipment 
elec-triC-i-tV /i,lck’tns3ti/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a form of energy that is carried through wires and is used 
to operate machines, lights, etc. ■ Electricity can be danger¬ 
ous. — see also STATIC ELECTRICITY 

2 : electric current or power - The electricity went off during 
the storm. ■ an old building with no plumbing or electricity 

3 : a feeling of excitement or tension ■ You could feel the 
electricity in the room. 

elec-trics /I'lcktriks/ziou/i [plural] Brit : the electrical parts 
of something (such as a machine or a house) 
electric storm noun, pi ~ storms [count] : electrical 
storm 

elec-tri-fy /iMcktrs.fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to pass electricity through (something) ■ an electrified 
fence [=a fence that has electricity running through it] b 
: to supply (an area, building, etc.) with electric power ■ 
Many of the rural areas still aren’t electrified. 

2 : to cause (someone) to feel great excitement ■ The news 
electrified the nation. 

— elec-tri-fi-ca-tion /i.lcktrsfs'keijsn/ noun [noncount] • 
rural electrification programs ]=programs for supplying 
electricity to rural areas] — electrifying adj [more 
most ~] ■ His performance was electrifying. [=very exciting] 
■ electrifying news 

electro- see electr- 

elec-tro-car-dio-gram /iJcktrou'kaa-dijSigrEem/ noun, pi 
-grams [count] medical : ekg 

elec-trO-car*diO*graph /i l lcktrou , ka3‘dij3,grEef, Brit 
i.lcktrau'ka.dia^rarf/ noun, pi -graphs [count] medical 
: EKG 

elec-tro-con-vul-sive therapy /^lcktrouksn'vAisiv-/ 
noun [noncount] medical : shock therapy 
elec-tro-cute /i'lektr3,kju:t/ verb -cutes; -cut-ed; -cub¬ 
ing [+ obj ]: to kill (a person or animal) by electric shock — 
usually used as (be/get) electrocuted ■ He stepped on the pow¬ 
er line and was nearly electrocuted. 

— elec«tro-cu-tion /^lcktra'kju-.Jan/ noun, pi -tions [non¬ 
count] There is a risk of electrocution, [count] There have 
been two electrocutions this year. 

elec-trode /i'lck,troud/ noun, pi -trodes [count] : one of 
the two points through which electricity flows into or out of 
a battery or other device 

elec-tro-en-ceph-a-lo-gram /i.icktrowin'scfaia^ram/ 
noun.pl -grams [count] medical : eeg 
elec-tro-en-ceph-a-lo-graph /i.icktrowin'scfaia^r^f, 
Brit i l lcktr3win , scf3l3,gra:f/ noun, pi -graphs [count] medi¬ 
cal : EEG 

elec-trol-y-sis /i.Iek'tra.lssss/ noun [noncount] 
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1 : the process of removing unwanted hair by killing the hair 
root with an electric current • She had electrolysis done on 
her upper lip. 

2 chemistry : the process of separating a liquid into its differ¬ 
ent chemical parts by passing an electric current through it 

elec-tro-lyte /I'lektrejait/ noun, pi -lytes [count] 

1 chemistry : a liquid (such as the liquid in a battery) 
through which electricity can pass 

2 technical : any one of various substances in the fluid of 
your body that control how your body processes waste and 
absorbs vitamins, minerals, etc. ■ The drink will replenish 
your electrolytes. 

— elec-tro-lybic /ijektra'htik/ adj, technical • electrolytic 
processes 

elec-tro-mag-net /ijektrou'msegnat/ noun, pi -nets 
[count] : a piece of metal that becomes magnetic when an 
electric current is passed through or near it 
elec-tro-mag-ne-tism /ijcktrou'msegnadizam/ noun 
[noncount] technical : a magnetic field that is produced by a 
current of electricity 

— elec*tro*mag-nebic /i.lektrounueg'netik/ adj • the elec¬ 
tromagnetic spectrum ■ electromagnetic waves 

eleotron /i'lek,tra:n/ noun, pi -trons [count] physics : a 
very small particle of matter that has a negative charge of 
electricity and that travels around the nucleus of an atom 
eleptroivic /idek'traimk/ adj 

1 : operating through the use of many small electrical parts 
(such as microchips and transistors) • electronic devices such 
as televisions and computers • an electronic circuit 

— compare electric 

2 : produced by the use of electronic equipment • electronic 
music 

3 a : operating by means of a computer : involving a com¬ 
puter or a computer system • an electronic dictionary ■ We 
did an electronic funds transfer. (=moved money from one 
bank to another using their computer systems] b : done 
over the Internet ■ Sign up for electronic banking. • electronic 
messaging services 

— electron.i-cal-ly /^lck'traimkli/ adx ■ We transferred 
the money electronically from one bank to another. 

eleotron-i-ca /i,lek'tra:mk3/ noun [noncount] : a kind of 
popular dance music that is produced using electronic 
equipment (such as synthesizers) 
electronic mail noun [noncount] : e-mail ■ They commu¬ 
nicate frequently by electronic mail. 
eleC"tron*iCS /i.lek'trccmks/ noun 

1 [plural] a US : devices (such as televisions, radios, and 
computers) that operate using many small electrical parts ■ 
Sales of consumer electronics are up. b : electronic parts ■ 
There are problems with the system’s electronics. 

2 [noncount] technical: a science that deals with the uses and 
effects of electrons 

electron microscope noun, pi ~ -scopes [count] tech¬ 
nical : a very powerful microscope that uses a beam of elec¬ 
trons to produce a large image of a very small object 
elec-tro-plate /i'lEktr3,pleit/ verb -plates; -plat-ed: 
-platdng [+ obj] : to coat (something) with a thin layer of 
metal (such as silver) by using electrolysis (sense 2) — usual¬ 
ly used as (be) electroplated ■ The platter has an electroplated 
finish. 

ebe-gant /'eligant/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : showing good taste : graceful and attractive • elegant 
clothes ■ elegant prose • an elegant dinner 

2 : simple and clever • an elegant solution to the problem 

— el-e-gance /'eligans/ noun [noncount] • She’s known for 
her elegance. • the elegance of the solution — el-e-gant-ly 
adx • elegantly dressed • an elegantly simple solution 

ebe-gy /'clacfei/ noun, pi -gies [count] literary : a sad poem 
or song : a poem or song that expresses sorrow for someone 
who is dead — compare eulogy 

— ebe-gi-ac Aeta'cfcajak/ adj [more most ~] ■ elegiac po¬ 
etry ■ The passage has an elegiac tone. 

ebe«ment /'clamant/ noun, pi -merits 

1 [count] chemistry : one of the basic substances that are 
made of atoms of only one kind and that cannot be separat¬ 
ed by ordinary chemical means into simpler substances ■ 
chemical elements ■ Water is composed of the elements hy¬ 
drogen and oxygen. 

2 [count] : a particular part of something (such as a situation 
or activity) ■ Self-confidence was a key/vital element [=factor] 
in her success. ■ There’s always an element of risk [=there’s 
always some risk] in starting a new business. ■ There’s a large 


element of truth [=there’s a great deal of truth] in what she 
says. ■ The attackers were relying on the element of surprise. 
[=they were relying on their attack being a surprise] 

3 [count] : a part of an electrical device that produces heat ■ 
the (heating) element of an electric iron 

4 elements [plural] : the most basic parts of a subject of 
study ■ the elements [= rudiments] of grammar 

5 [count]: a group of people that form part of a larger group 
• the different elements of society • the criminal element 

6 elements [plural] : the weather and especially stormy or 
cold weather • The deck’s bare wood was exposed to the ele¬ 
ments. • The climbers battled/braved the elements to reach 
the summit. 

7 [singular] : the state or place that is normal or suited to a 
person or thing • At school she was (really) in her element. 
[=in a place where she was comortable and did well] • I tried 
living in the city, but I was/felt out of my element there. 
[=living in the city did not suit me] 

8 [count] : one of the four substances (air, water, fire, and 
earth) that were believed in the past to make up every phys¬ 
ical thing in the universe 

ebe*men*tal Aela'mentl/ adj 

1 [more - most ~] somewhat formal: basic and important 
: fundamental ■ elemental human needs ■ an elemental 
difference between the two — compare elementary 

2 [more most ~] literary : having the power of a force of 
nature ■ Their elemental passion led to tragedy. • the elemen¬ 
tal power/violence/fury of the storm 

3 technical : of or relating to a chemical element • elemental 
components ■ an elemental analysis of the solution 

— ebe-men-tal-ly adx ■ an elementally [=fundamentally] 
simple notion 

ebe-men-ta-ry /.eb'mentri/ adj 

1 [more most ~]: basic and simple • an elementary princi¬ 
ple ■ He is lacking even the most elementary notions of fair¬ 
ness. ■ The researchers made an elementary error. : involving 
the simplest parts of a subject ■ He has an elementary under¬ 
standing of calculus. ■ elementary arithmetic — compare el¬ 
emental 

2 always used before a noun, chiefly US : of or relating to ele¬ 
mentary school ■ elementary [ =grade-schoof] students ■ ele¬ 
mentary education 

elementary particle noun, pi ~ -cles [count]physics : a 
particle (such as an electron or proton) that is smaller than 
an atom and does not appear to be made up of a combina¬ 
tion of more basic things 

elementary school noun, pi ~ schools [count, non¬ 
count] : a school in the U.S. for young children Children 
in the U.S. attend elementary school for their first four to 
eight years of schooling. — called also grade school, gram¬ 
mar school, primary school 
ebe-phant /'elafant/ 
noun, pi -phants 
[count] : a very large 
gray animal that has a 
long, flexible nose and 
two long tusks — see 
also WHITE ELEPHANT 

ebe-phan-tine /,eb- 

'fen,ti:n, Brit eta'faen- 
,tain/ adj [more 
most —•] 

1 : very large like an 
elephant ■ a problem of 
elephantine [=massixe] 
proportions ■ He has an elephantine ego. 

2 : not graceful : awkward or clumsy ■ elephantine move¬ 
ments 

ebe*vate /'eb.veit/ xerb -vates; -vat-ed; -vabing [+ obj] 

1 : to lift (something) up ■ The doctor told her to elexate 
[=raise] her leg. 

2 : to increase the level of (something) : to make (some¬ 
thing) higher ■ exercises that elexate the heart rate 

3 : to raise (someone) to a higher rank or level • He was ele- 
xated to (the position of) chairman. = He was elexated to the 
chairmanship. 

4 somewhat formal : to improve the mind or mood of (some¬ 
one) ■ A great book can both elexate and entertain its read¬ 
ers. ■ A great book can elexate the human spirit. ■ It was an el- 
exating [=uplifting] experience. 

elevate something to an art (form) see art 
ebe-vabed /'el3,veit3d/ adj [more most —] 
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1 : raised above the ground ■ an elevated highway 

2 : higher than normal ■ elevated blood pressure 

3 : having an intelligent and usually formal tone or quality ■ 
an elevated mind ■ elevated discourse ■ Her poetry is known 
for its elevated style/tone. 

el-e-va-tion /,el3 , veij3n/«ow«,p/-tions [count] 

1 : the height of a place ■ a plant species found only at high¬ 
er/lower elevations ■ an elevation [= altitude ] of 4,000 feet 
(above sea level) 

2 : an act or result of lifting or raising someone or something 
■ We charted the elevations in her temperature. ■ His elevation 
to (the position of) chairman was a surprise to many. 

3 : a place (such as a hill) that is higher than the area around 
it 

el-e-va«tor /'ela,veit;»/ noun, pi -tors [count] US 

1 : a machine used for carrying people and things to differ¬ 
ent levels in a building • We took/rode the elevator to the 
10th floor. — called also (Brit) lift 

2 : a tall building for storing grain — called also grain eleva¬ 
tor 

elevator music noun [ noncount] US : instrumental ver¬ 
sions of popular songs that are often played in elevators, of¬ 
fices, etc. 

elev-en /iMevan/ noun, pi -ens 

1 [count] : the number 11 

2 [count] : the eleventh in a set or series ■ page eleven ■ item/ 
question number eleven 

3 [noncount] : eleven o’clock ■ I got home last night at eleven. 

— eleven adj ■ eleven turtles — eleven pronoun ■ Eleven (of 
them) were absent from the ceremony. — elev-enth 
/I'levanB/ noun, pi -enths [count] ■ one eleventh of the to¬ 
tal — eleventh adj • the eleventh person in line 
— eleventh adv ■ He finished eleventh in the race. 

eleventh hour noun [singular] : the latest possible time — 
usually used in the phrase af the eleventh hour ■ The killer’s 
life was spared at the eleventh hour. [=at the last minutel 
elf /'elf/ noun, pi elves /'elvz/ [count] : a small creature in 
stories usually with pointed ears and magical powers ■ a mis¬ 
chievous elf 

— elf-ish /'elfiJV adj [more most ~] ■ an elfish face 
elf*in /'elfan/ adj [more most ~] : having to do with elves 

: looking like an elf ■ They were delighted with the child’s elf¬ 
in charm. ■ a cute, elfin face 

elic*it /iMisat/ verb elic-its; elicit-ed; eliciting [+ obj]for¬ 
mal : to get (a response, information, etc.) from someone ■ 
She’s been trying to elicit the support of other committee 
members. ■ My question elicited no response. ■ She’s been 
unable to elicit much sympathy from the public, 
el-i-gi-ble /'elacfeabal/ adj 

1 : able to be chosen for something : able to do or receive 
something ■ I’d like to join but I’m not eligible yet. ■ eligible 
voters — often followed by to + verb ■ She is eligible to be 
(elected) president. ■ He won’t be eligible to retire until next 
year. — often + for ■ He’s eligible for health insurance 
through his employer. ■ eligible for a loan 

2 [more most ~] : suitable and desirable for marriage ■ 
He’s an eligible bachelor. [=an unmarried man who would 
make a good husband] 

— el-i-gi-bil-i-ty /,elaja'bilati/ noun [noncount] ■ eligibility 
for a loan 

eliminate /i'lima,neit/ verb -nates; -nat-ed; -nat-ing [+ 

obf] 

1 : to remove (something that is not wanted or needed) : to 
get rid of (something) ■ Doctors seek to eliminate the causes 
of the epidemic. ■ The body naturally eliminates waste prod¬ 
ucts. ■ The company plans to eliminate more than 2,000 jobs 
in the coming year. ■ The regime has ruthlessly eliminated 
[-killed] the leaders of the opposition. ■ She’s trying to elimi¬ 
nate fatty foods from her diet. 

2 : to defeat and remove (a team, player, etc.) from a compe¬ 
tition — often used as (be/get), eliminated ■ The team was 
eliminated in the first round of the play-offs. 

elim-i-na-tion /idima'neijan/ noun [noncount] : the act or 
process of removing something or someone ■ the elimination 
of waste products from the body ■ They arrived at their deci¬ 
sion by a process of elimination. [=by considering and reject¬ 
ing each possible choice until only one was left] 
elite /i'li:t/ noun, pi elites [count] 

1 : the people who have the most wealth and status in a soci¬ 
ety : the most successful or powerful gioup of people — 
usually singular ■ a store that caters to the (social) elite ■ the 
intellectual/political/academic elite Elite can be used with 


either a singular or, more commonly, a plural verb. ■ The 
country’s elite is/are opposed to the new ruler. 

2 US : a person who is a member of an elite : a successful 
and powerful person — usually plural ■ Many business elites 
oppose the new policy. 

— elite adj, always used before a noun [more most ~] ■ elite 
members of the division • an elite corps/club/university 

elit-ist /i'li:tist/ adj [more most ~] disapproving 

1 : giving special treatment and advantages to wealthy and 
powerful people • elitist colleges ■ The country club is very 
elitist. 

2 : regarding other people as inferior because they lack pow¬ 
er, wealth, etc. ■ She’s an elitist snob. 

— elit-ism /iMi.-.tizam/ noun [noncount] • the elitism of top 
colleges — elitist noun, pi -ists [count] • a country club 
full of elitists 

elix*ir /i'liksa>/ noun, pi -irs [count] : a magical liquid that 
can cure illness or extend life ■ the elixir of life 
Eliz-a«be-than /i,liza'bi:0an/ adj : relating to Queen Eliza¬ 
beth I of England or the time when she ruled (1558 to 1603) ■ 
Elizabethan poetry 

— Elizabethan noun, pi -thans [count] ■ Shakespeare and 
other great Elizabethans 

elk /'elk/ noun, pi elk or elks [count] 

1 US : a large kind of North American deer with big antlers 

— see picture at deer; compare red deer 

2 Brit : a European or Asian moose 

eMipse /I'hps/ noun, pi -lips*es [count] : a shape that re¬ 
sembles a flattened circle : oval 
eMip-sis /i'lipsas/ noun, pi -lip*ses /i'lip,si:z/ 

1 [noncount] : the act of leaving out one or more words that 
are not necessary for a phrase to be understood ■ “Begin 
when ready” for "Begin when you are ready" is an example 
of ellipsis. 

2 [count] : a sign (such as ... ) used in printed text to show 
that words have been left out 

eMip-ti-cal /I'hptikal/ or eMip*tic /I'liptik/ adj [more 
most ~] 

1 : shaped like a flattened circle : oval ■ The moon follows 
an elliptical path around the Earth. 

2 : using few words and therefore hard to understand ■ a 
writer with an elliptical style 

— el-lip-ti-caMy /i'liptikli/ adv 
elm /'elm/ noun, pi elms 

1 [count, noncount] : a tall shade tree with spreading branch¬ 
es 

2 [noncount] : the wood of an elm 

El Ni-no /el'nirnyou/ noun, pi «■*-' Ni-nos [count] : a flow of 
unusually warm water along the western coast of South 
America that causes many changes in weather in other plac¬ 
es (such as a lot of rain in areas that are usually dry) 
el-O-CU-tion /,£la'kju:fan/ noun [noncount] formal : the 
study of how to speak clearly and in a way that is effective 
and socially acceptable ■ He took lessons in elocution. 

— el-o*cu-tion*ary Aela'kjui/aineri/ adj ■ her elocutionary 
skill — el*o*cu*tion«ist /^la'kjujanist/ noun, pi -ists 
[count] - He took lessons from an elocutionist. 

elongate /i'la.T),geit, Brit 'iilorjgeit/ verb -gates; -gat-ed; 
-gating : to make (something) longer or to grow longer 
: lengthen [+ obj] These stretching exercises can help 
elongate your leg muscles. ■ New medical procedures have 
elongated the careers of many athletes, [no obj] an elongat¬ 
ing cell 

— elon*gat*ed /i'la:q,geitod, Brit 'iiloijgeitad/ adj [more 
most ■ an elongated pause ■ an elongated [=long and 
thin] figure — elon»ga»tion /i:,la:g'geij3n/ noun [non¬ 
count] ■ muscular elongation 

elope /i'loup/ verb elopes; eloped; elop«ing [no obj] : to 
run away secretly to get married ■ The couple eloped in the 
middle of the night. 

— elope-ment /I'loupmant/ noun, pi -merits [count, non¬ 
count] 

el-0*quence /'elakwans/ noun [noncount] : the ability to 
speak or write well and in an effective way ■ The senator’s el¬ 
oquence is well known. ■ She spoke with eloquence on the 
need for better schools. ■ We were moved by her eloquence. = 
We were moved by the eloquence of her words. 
el-O-quent /'elakwant/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : having or showing the ability to use language clearly and 
effectively ■ an eloquent speech/speaker ■ an eloquent essay ■ 
He waxed eloquent [=he said many things] on/about the 
pleasures of gardening. 
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2 : clearly showing feeling or meaning • His success serves as 
an eloquent reminder of the value of hard work. 

— el-o-quent-ly adv [more most ~] ■ She spoke eloquent¬ 
ly about the need for better schools. 

1 el§e /'els/ adv : in a different or additional manner or place ■ 
How else could it be done? [=in what other way could it be 
done?] ■ Where else can we meet? [=at what other place can 
we meet?] ■ “Where did you meet that actor?" “In 
Hollywood—where else!” [=at what other place would I be 
likely to meet an actor?] ■ We decided to go someplace else 
for dinner. : at a different or additional time ■ I don’t know 
when else we could go. [=don’t know another time when we 
could go] 

or else 1 — used to say what will happen if something is 
not done ■ You have to leave or else you will be arrested for 
trespassing. 2 — used to say what another possibility is ■ 
He either thinks he can’t do it or eke he just isn't interest¬ 
ed. 3 informal — used in angry speech to express a threat 
without saying exactly what the threat is ■ Do what I say or 
eke\ 

2 else adj — used to refer to a different or additional person or 
thing ■ He values friendship more than anything else. = He 
values friendship above all else. ■ That’s somebody ekes 
[=some other person’s] problem. • If all eke fails, surgery is 
an option. • Someone eke in addition to him will have to do 
it. ■ What eke did he say? ■ There was nothing eke to be done. 
■ Who eke is coming to the party? ■ Would you like anything/ 
something eke ? ■ There isn’t much eke [ -more ] going on. ■ 
The food was cheap, if nothing else. [=the food was not very 
good, but at least it was cheap] 
nothing else for it see ‘nothing 
something else see ‘something 

what else is new? informal — used to say that you are not 
surprised by something you have been told ■ “They lost 
again." “So what eke is new?" 

else«where /'els^ea-/ adv : in or to another place ■ The an¬ 
gry customer said he would take his business ekewhere. ■ 
Ekewhere in the same book she gives another date. ■ The 
parts are produced ekewhere. 

elu*ci«date /iMuisa.deit/ verb -dates; -dat-ed; -dat-ing 

formal : to make (something that is hard to understand) 
clear or easy to understand [+ obj] The spokesman was 
asked to elucidate [=clarify, explain ] the government’s poli¬ 
cies (to/for us), [no obj ] When asked for details, he declined 
to elucidate further. 

— elu-ci-da-tion /i,lu:s3'deij3n/ noun, pi -tions [non¬ 
count] notes providing elucidation of the text ■ reporters 
seeking elucidation of the government’s policy [count] re¬ 
porters seeking elucidations of the government’s policy 

elude /i'luid/ verb eludes; elud*ed; elud-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to avoid or escape (someone or something) by being 
quick, skillful, or clever ■ The killer was able to elude the po¬ 
lice. ■ The killer has eluded capture. ■ [American football) The 
running back eluded five tacklers. 

2 a : to fail to be understood or remembered by (someone) ■ 
The cause of the disease continues to elude researchers. ■ 
The name of the author eludes me for the moment. [=1 don’t 
remember the name of the author] b : to fail to be achieved 
by (someone) ■ Victory has eluded us. [=we have been unable 
to achieve victoryl C -fr When something eludes detectiont 
discovery, people try to find it but are unable to. ■ The cause 
of the disease has eluded detection)discovery. 

| Do not confuse elude with allude. \ 

elu-sive /i'luisiv/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : hard to find or capture ■ elusive creatures ■ The solution 
remains elusive. ■ The truth may prove elusive. 

2 : hard to understand, define, or remember ■ an elusive con¬ 
cept/idea/name 

— elu-sive-ly adv - elu-sive-ness noun [noncount] ■ the 
elusiveness of truth 

elves plural of ELF 
em- see en- 

’em /am/ pronoun, informal : them — used to represent an 
informal pronunciation of “them” ■ He said, "Let ’em think 
what they want." 

ema«ci*at*ed /I'meiJheitad/ adj [more most ~] : very 
thin because of hunger or disease ■ The illness left her in an 
emaciated condition. = The illness left her emaciated. 

— ema*ci*a*tion /i.meiji'eijan/ noun [noncount] 
e—mail /'i:,meil/ noun, pi -mails 

1 [noncount] : a system for sending messages from one com¬ 


puter to another computer ■ They communicate with each 
other by e-mail. ■ an e-mail message 

2 a [noncount] : messages that are sent electronically from 
one computer to another ■ I seem to spend most of my time 
these days reading e-mail, b [count] : an e-mail message ■ 
She sent me an e-mail. 

2 e—mail verb -mails; -mailed; -mail-ing 1+ obj] : to send 
e-mail to (someone) ■ I’ll e-mail you tomorrow. : to send (a 
message) to someone by e-mail ■ I’ll e-mail my response to 
you tomorrow. = I’ll e-mail you my response tomorrow. 
em«a*nate /'Ema.neit/ verb -nates -nat*ed; -nat-ing 

1 [no obj]: to come out from a source ■ Good smells emanat¬ 
ed from the kitchen. ■ Constant criticism has emanated from 
her opponents. ■ Happiness seems to emanate from her. 

2 [+ obj] : to send (something) out : to give out (something) ■ 
Some radioactive substances can emanate [=(more common¬ 
ly) emit] radiation for many years. • She seems to emanate 
happiness. 

— em-a-na-tion /^ma'neijan/ noun, pi -tions [count] ra¬ 
dioactive emanations [noncount] the continuous emana¬ 
tion of new ideas 

eman*ci*pate /i'm£ens3,peit/ verb -pates; -pat-ed; -pat- 

ing [+ obj] formal : to free (someone) from someone else’s 
control or power ■ emancipate a slave ■ He felt the only way 
to emancipate himself from his parents was to move away. 

— emancipated adj ■ an emancipated slave ■ She considers 
herself an emancipated woman. [=a woman who is free 
from old social limitations and customs] — eman-ci-pa- 
tion /qmsensa'peijan/ noun [noncount] ■ the emancipation 
of the slaves — eman-ci-pa-tor /i'm£ens3,peitay noun, pi 
-tors [count] chiefly US ■ an emancipator of slaves ■ Abra¬ 
ham Lincoln is sometimes called the Great Emancipator. 

emas*CU*late /I'mseskja^eit/ verb -lates; -lat*ed; -lat*ing 
[+ obj] 

1 : to make (a man) feel less masculine : to deprive (a man) 
of his male strength, role, etc. ■ He plays the role of a meek 
husband who has been emasculated by his domineering wife. 

2 : to make (something) weaker or less effective ■ Clitics 
charged that this change would emasculate the law. 

— emas-cu-la-tion /qmseskja'leijan/ noun [noncount] 
em-balm /im'baim/ verb -balms; -balmed; -balm-ing [+ 

obj]: to treat (a dead body) with special chemicals to keep it 
from decaying 

— em-balm-er noun, pi -ers [count] 
em«bank*ment /im'bEerjkmant/ noun, pi -ments [count] 

: a raised bank or wall that is built to carry a roadway or 
hold back water 

em«bar«go /im'baa'gou/ noun, pi -goes [count] : a govern¬ 
ment order that limits trade in some way — often + on ■ The 
government has placed/put an embargo on arms shipments. ■ 
The embargo on oil will be lifted. ■ an embargo on oil/arms = 
an oil/arms embargo 

— embargo verb -goes; -goed; -going [+ obj] ■ The gov¬ 
ernment has embargoed all arms shipments. 

em-bark /im'baa-k/ verb -barks; -barked; -bark*ing [no 

obj] : to begin a journey especially on a ship or airplane ■ The 
troops are waiting to embark. ■ Millions of Europeans em¬ 
barked for America in the late 19th century. — opposite de¬ 
bark, DISEMBARK 

embark on ako embark upon [phrasal verb] embark on/up¬ 
on (something) 1 : to begin (a journey) ■ They embarked 
on their trip to America with high hopes. 2 : to begin 
(something that will take a long time or happen for a long 
time) ■ She's embarking on a new career. ■ The company 
has embarked upon a risky new project. 

— em-bar-ka-tion /.cn^baa^keijan/ noun [noncount] ■ a 
port of embarkation 

em«bar»rass /im'beras/ verb -rass*es; -rassed; -rass- 
ing 

1 : to make (someone) feel confused and foolish in front of 
other people [+ obj] Unexpected laughter embarrassed the 
speaker. ■ She's worried about embarrassing herself in front 
of such a large audience, [no obj] She doesn’t embarrass eas¬ 
ily. [=she is not easily embarrassed] 

2 [+ obj] : to make (a person, group, government, etc.) look 
foolish in public ■ I would never do anything to embarrass 
my family. ■ The protest was staged as a deliberate attempt to 
embarrass the government. 

— embarrassed adj [more most ~] ■ I’ve never been 
more embarrassed in my life. ■ I’m embarrassed (to admit) 
that I’ve never actually read the book. — embarrassing 
adj [more most ~] ■ It was one of my most embarrassing 
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moments. ■ a very embarrassing scandal for the govern¬ 
ment — em-bar-rass-ing-ly /im'beresigli/ adv • He was 
embarrassingly unprepared for the job interview. 
em*bar*rass*ment /im'berasmant/ noun, pi -merits 

1 [noncount\ - the state of feeling foolish in front of others • 
She couldn’t hide her embarrassment. • Much to my embar¬ 
rassment, I realized that I had forgotten his name. [=1 was 
very embarrassed when I realized that I had forgotten his 
name] 

2 [count] : something or someone that causes a person or 
group to look or feel foolish ■ The scandal was a major em¬ 
barrassment for the government. ■ He’s an embarrassment to 
his family. 

3 [count] : a very large number of things from which to 
choose — usually singular; + of ■ We have an embarrassment 
of choices/options. [=we have a very large number of choic¬ 
es/options] • With so many fine restaurants in the city, diners 
are faced with an embarrassment of riches. [=there are so 
many fine restaurants that it is difficult to choose one] 

em*bas*sy /'embasi/ noun, pi -sies [count] 

1 : a group of people who work under an ambassador and 
represent their country in a foreign country ■ embassy offi¬ 
cials 

2 : the building where an ambassador lives and works ■ Pro¬ 
testers marched outside the American embassy. 

em-bat-tled /im'bEetjd / adj 

1 : engaged in battle or conflict : surrounded by enemies ■ 
an embattled city 

2 [more most ~] : constantly criticized or attacked ■ the 
embattled coach of a losing team ■ the company’s embattled 
president 

em-bed also im«bed /im'bed/ verb -beds; -bed-ded; 
-bed-ding [+ obj] : to place or set (something) firmly in 
something else ■ embed a post in concrete — often used figu¬ 
ratively ■ deeply embedded dislikes [=dislikes that have been 
felt for a long time and that are very deep] ■ values and be¬ 
liefs that are embedded in our culture [=that are established 
as part of our culture] 

em*beMish /im'bclijy verb -lish-es; -fished; -lish-ing [+ 

obj] : to decorate (something) by adding special details and 
features : to make (something) more appealing or attractive 
■ a book embellished with colorful illustrations ■ He embel¬ 
lished his speech with a few quotations. ■ ( humorous ) 1 didn't 
lie, I just embellished the story a little bit. 

— em-bel-lish-ment /im'belijmant/ noun, pi -ments 
[noncount] a story that doesn't require embellishment 
[count] architectural embellishments 

em-ber /'emba^/ noun, pi -bers [count] : a glowing piece of 
coal or wood from a fire — usually plural ■ He sat staring at 
the embers in the fireplace. 

em*bez*zle /im'bezal/ verb -bez-zles; -bez-zled; -bez- 
zling : to steal money that you have been trusted with [+ 
obj] He was caught embexling money/funds from his clients. 
[no obj] He was convicted of embezzling. 

— em-bez-zle-ment /im'bezalmant/ noun [noncount] • the 
embezzlement of funds — em-bez*zler /im'bezal &/ noun, 
pi -zlers [count] ■ a convicted embezzler 

em*bit-ter /im'bita-/ verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing [+ obj] : to 
cause bitter feelings in (someone) ■ The soldier was embit¬ 
tered by the war. 

— embittered adj [more —; most ~] ■ The war left him angry 
and embittered. 

em*bla*ZOn /im'bleizii/ verb -zons; -zoned; -zon-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 : to write or draw (a name, picture, etc.) on a surface so 
that it can be seen very clearly — usually used as (be) embla¬ 
zoned • The team's name was emblazoned on their helmets. ■ 
slogans and portraits emblazoned on banners 

2 : to decorate (a surface) with something (such as a name or 
a picture) — usually used as (be) emblazoned ■ The helmets 
were emblazoned with the team’s name. ■ banners embla¬ 
zoned with slogans and portraits 

em*blem /'emblam/ noun, pi -blems [count] 

1 : an object or picture used to suggest a thing that cannot 
be shown ■ The flag is the emblem of our nation. • our na¬ 
tional emblem 

2 : a person or thing that represents an idea ■ He has come to 
be regarded as an emblem of conservatism. 

em-blem-at-ic Aembla'msetik/ adj [more ~v most ~] : rep¬ 
resenting something (such as an idea, state, or emotion) that 
cannot be seen by itself ■ an emblematic image — usually + 
of ■ The crown is emblematic of royalty. ■ The project’s fail¬ 


ure is now seen as emblematic of poor corporate judgment. 
em-bod-i*ment /im'baidimant/ noun, pi -merits [count] 
somewhat formal : someone or something that is a perfect 
representative or example of a quality, idea, etc. ■ She’s the 
embodiment of all our hopes. ■ Some consider him the (very) 
embodiment of evil. 

em*body /im'baidi/ verb -bod-ies; -bod-ied; -body-ing 

[+ obj] 

1 : to represent (something) in a clear and obvious way : to 
be a symbol or example of (something) ■ He is a leader who 
embodies courage. [=he is a very courageous leader] 

2 formal : to include (something) as a part or feature ■ The 
legislature embodied a revenue provision in the new law. ■ 
The new law embodies a revenue provision. = A revenue pro¬ 
vision is embodied in the new law. 

em*bold*en /im'booldan/ verb -ens; -ened; -en-ing [+ 
obj] : to make (someone) more confident — usually used as 
(be) emboldened • He was emboldened by the success of his 
speech. 

em-boss /im'ba:s/ verb -boss-es; -bossed; -boss-ing [+ 

obj] : to decorate a surface with a raised pattern or design — 
usually used as (be) embossed ■ His stationery was embossed 
with his initials. ■ His initials were embossed on his stationery. 

— embossed adj ■ embossed stationery/paper/leather ■ an 
embossed pattem/image 

1 em*brace /im'breis/ verb -brac-es; -braced; -brac-ing 

1 : to hold someone in your arms as a way of expressing love 
or friendship [+ obj] He embraced her warmly/lovingly/ten¬ 
derly. • two old friends (warmly) embracing [=hugging] each 
other [no obj] They embraced one last time before going 
their separate ways. Although embrace and hug each de¬ 
scribe holding another person in your arms, embrace usually 
suggests deeper or stronger feelings than hug does. 

2 [+ obj] a : to accept (something or someone) readily or 
gladly ■ a politician who has been embraced by conservatives 
■ embrace [=adopt] a cause/religion ■ These ideas have been 
(widely) embraced by a the scientific community, b : to use 
(an opportunity) eagerly ■ She gladly/eagerly embraced 
[-welcomed] the opportunity/chance to study abroad. 

3 [+ obj] formal : to contain or include (something) as a part 
of something larger ■ Charity embraces all acts of generous 
giving. ■ It’s a subject that embraces many areas of learning. 

4 [+ obj] literary : to enclose (something) on all sides — usu¬ 
ally used as (be) embraced ■ a town embraced surrounded] 
by low hills 

— em-brace-able /im'breisabal/ adj [more most ~] 
— em-brac-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ an embracer of new 
technology 

2 embrace noun, pi embraces [count] : the act of holding 
someone in your arms : the act of embracing someone ■ He 
held her in a warm/loving/tender embrace. 

em*broi*der /im'broida'/ verb -ders; -dered; -der-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 : to sew a design on a piece of cloth ■ She embroidered tiny 
flowers on the baby’s scarf. ■ a scarf embroidered with tiny 
flowers ■ an embroidered scarf 

2 : to make (a story, the truth, etc.) more interesting by add¬ 
ing details that are not true or accurate ■ He is known to em¬ 
broider the truth about his service in the army. 

— em«broi-der«er /im'broidara 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a 
skillful embroiderer 

em*broi*dery /im'broidari/ noun, pi -der-ies 

1 [noncount] : the process or art of sewing a design on cloth ■ 
She learned embroidery from her grandmother. 

2 : cloth decorated by sewing : embroidered material 
[count] a beautiful embroidery [noncount] her collection of 
embroidery 

3 [noncount] : extra details that are added to make a story 
more interesting and that are not true or accurate • His sto¬ 
ries about his travels include a good deal of embroidery. 

em-broil /im'brojal/ verb -broils; -broiled; -broil-ing [+ 
obj] : to involve (someone or something) in conflict or diffi¬ 
culties ■ His stand on this issue has embroiled him in contro¬ 
versy. ■ The new drug has been embroiled in controversy. ■ 
They were embroiled in a complicated lawsuit. 

— em-broil«ment /im'brojalmant/ noun [noncount] 
em*bryo /'embri.ou/ noun, pi -bry-os [count] : a human or 

animal in the early stages of development before it is bom, 
hatched, etc. — compare fetus 

irt embryo formal : in an early or undeveloped stage ■ The 
ideas he explored fully in his later work can be seen in em¬ 
bryo in his early books. 
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em«bry»on«ic Acmbri'ccnik/ adj 

1 : of or relating to an embryo ■ human embryonic develop¬ 
ment ■ embryonic tissue/cells 

2 : in an early or undeveloped stage ■ an embryonic plan ■ 
The tourism industry there is still in/at an embryonic stage. 

1 em«cee /,em'si:/ noun, pi -cees [count] US : master of 
ceremonies • It was his third appearance as emcee [ =host] 
of the awards dinner. 

2 emcee verb -cees; -ceed; -cee*ing US : to be the master 
of ceremonies for something [+ obj] She agreed to emcee 
[=host] an awards dinner, [no obj\ She agreed to emcee at an 
awards dinner. 

emend /i'mcnd/ verb emends; emend-ed; emend-ing [+ 

obj] : to correct errors in (something written) • emend a text 

— compare amend 

— emen*da-tion / 1 i:,mcn , deiJ'3n/ noun, pi -tions [count, 
noncount] 

em«er«ald /‘emarald/ noun, pi -aids 

1 [count] : a bright green stone that is used in jewelry — see 
color picture on page C11 

2 [noncount] : a bright or rich green color — called also em¬ 
erald green 1 , see color picture on page C2 

— emerald /'emarald/ adj • emerald (=bright green] eyes 
emerge /I’m^cfe/ verb emerg-es; emerged; emerg-ing 

[no obj] 

1 a : to become known or apparent • The facts emerged after 
a lengthy investigation. ■ A simple pattern has emerged, ^be¬ 
come clear] ■ Several possible candidates have emerged, b 
: to become known or regarded as something ■ She has 
emerged as a leading contender in the field. • His war record 
has emerged as a key issue in the election. ■ The movie has 
(suddenly/quickly/rapidly) emerged as one of the year’s 
most surprising hits. 

2 : to rise or appear from a hidden or unknown place or con¬ 
dition : to come out into view ■ when land first emergedfrom 
the sea • The cat emerged from its hiding place behind the 
couch. ■ animals emerging from a long period of inactivity 

3 — used to indicate the usually good state or condition of 
someone or something at the end of an event, process, etc. ■ 
Both sides in the election remain confident that they will 
emerge victorious/triumphant. [=that they will win] ■ He 
emeiged unharmed from the accident. [=he was not harmed 
in the accident] 

emer-gence /i'm&<teans/ noun [noncount] : the act of be¬ 
coming known or coming into view : the act of emerging • 
his surprising emergence [= arrival, appearance] as a leader ■ 
the emergence of the Internet as an important means of com¬ 
munication ■ the economy’s emergence from a recession 
emer»qei>cy /I'ma'cfeansi/ noun, pi -cies [count]: an unex- 
pected and usually dangerous situation that calls for imme¬ 
diate action • Her quick thinking in an emetgency saved the 
baby’s life. ■ Here’s a phone number where I can be reached 
in (the event of) an emergency. — often used before another 
noun ■ emergency vehicles/procedures/exits • The pilot was 
forced to make an emergency landing when one of the en¬ 
gines failed. A state of emergency i§ declared to give the 
government special powers to deal with an emergency. • The 
government declared a state of emergency to deal with all 
damage caused by the hurricane, 
emergency brake noun, pi ~ brakes [count] chiefly US 
: a special brake (such as a parking brake in an automobile) 
that can be used for stopping when the main brakes fail 
emergency medical technician noun, pi ~ -cians 
[count] US: emt 

emergency room noun, pi — rooms [count] US : a hospi¬ 
tal room or area that is used for treating people who need 
immediate medical care — abbr. ER — called also (Brit) ca¬ 
sualty 

emergent /l'm^Kfeant/ adj, always used before a noun 
: emerging ■ newly emergent nations 
emerging adj, always used before a noun ; newly created or 
noticed and growing in strength or popularity : becoming 
widely known or established • an emerging breed/group of 
new filmmakers [=a group of filmmakers who are becoming 
well known] • There is an emerging consensus that the war 
will end soon. • newly emerging countries/markets 
emer-i-tus /I'meratas/ adj : retired with an honorary title 
from an office or position especially in a university ■ a pro¬ 
fessor emeritus of American history = an emeritus professor 
of American history 

em-ery board /'emari-/ noun, pi ~ boards [count] : a 
piece of cardboard that is covered with a rough material and 


that is used for smoothing and shaping fingernails 
emigrant /'emigrant/ noun, pi -grants [count] : a person 
who leaves a country or region to live in another one : a per¬ 
son who emigrates ■ Millions of European emigrants came to 
America in the 19th century. ■ emigrants from Europe ■ emi¬ 
grants to America — compare immigrant, migrant 
emigrate /'cma,greit/ verb -grates; -grat-ed; -grat-ing 
[no obj] : to leave a country or region to live elsewhere — of¬ 
ten + from 9 My grandparents emigrated from Hungary. — 
sometimes + to • My grandparents emigrated to America. 

— compare immigrate, migrate 

— em-i-gra-tion /^ma'greij'an/ noun [noncount] • Political 
unrest caused mass emigration following the war. 

emigre also US emi-gre /'eini,grei/ noun, pi -gres [count] 
: emigrant; especially : a person who is forced to leave a 
country for political reasons "He was one of a group of Sovi¬ 
et emigres living in New York, 
eminence /'eminans/ noun, pi -nenoes 

1 [noncount] : a condition of being well-known and success¬ 
ful ■ literary/social eminence [-prestige] 9 Many of his stu¬ 
dents have achieved eminence [=distinction] in their fields. 

2 [count] formal : a person of high rank or achievements • a 
literary eminence — used as a title for a cardinal in the Ro¬ 
man Catholic church • His Eminence, Cardinal Cushing • 
Will Your Eminence please step this way. 

3 [count] formal: an area of high ground • He built his home 
on an eminence [-height, hill] overlooking the city. 

em*i«nent /'eminant/ adj [more most ~] : successful, 
well-known and respected ■ an eminent physician 
| Do not confuse eminent with imminent. \ 

eminent domain noun [noncount] law : a right of a gov¬ 
ernment to take private property for public use ■ The state 
took the homes by eminent domain to build the new road, 
em-i-nent-ly /'emmantli/ adv [more most ~] somewhat 
formal : to a high degree • It was an eminently [= extremely, 
very] enjoyable evening. ■ an eminently sensible plan 
emir /a'mia j noun, pi emirs [count] : a ruler, chief, or com¬ 
mander in an Islamic country 

eminate /'emarat/ noun, pi -ates [count] : the country or 
position of an emir 

em*is*sary /'cma,seri, Brit 'cmasri/ noun, pi -sar*ies 
[count] : a person who is sent on a mission to represent an¬ 
other person or organization • government emissaries [en¬ 
voys] trying to negotiate a settlement • She acted as the pres¬ 
ident’s personal emissary to the union leaders. 
emis*sion /i'mi/an/ noun, pi -sions 

1 [noncount] : the act of producing or sending out something 
(such as energy or gas) from a source ■ emission of light ■ try¬ 
ing to reduce the emission of greenhouse gases 

2 [count] : something sent out or given off • The new regula¬ 
tions are intended to reduce auto emissions. [=harmful sub¬ 
stances released into the air by automobiles] 

emit /i'mit/ verb emits; emit-ted; emitting [+ obj] 

1 : io send (light, energy, etc.) out from a source • The tele¬ 
scope can detect light emitted by distant galaxies. ■ chimneys 
emitting thick, black smoke ■ The flowers of this plant emit 
[=give off] a powerful odor. 

2 : to make (a certain sound) • The brakes emitted a loud 
squeal. • The students emitted [=let out] a (collective) groan 
as the test results were announced. 

Envmy /'emi/ noun, pi -mys [count] : a small statue that is 
awarded each year to the best actors, programs, etc., in 
American television • She won an Emmy for that role, 
emote /I'moot/ verb emotes; emot*ed; emot-ing [no obj] 
: to express emotion in a very dramatic or obvious way ■ He 
stood on the stage, emoting and gesturing wildly. 
emo«ti«COn /i'mouti,ku:n/ noun, pi -cons [count] ; a group 
of keyboard characters that are used to represent a facial ex¬ 
pression (such as a smile or frown) Emoticons are used by 
people writing on computers to indicate the tone or attitude 
of what is written. People often use a smiling emoticon like 
:-) to show that their comments are meant in a friendly or 
joking way. 

emotion /I'moojan/ noun, pi -tions : a strong feeling 
(such as love, anger, joy, hate, or fear) [count] He’s always 
found it hard to express (his) emotions. [=to show his feel¬ 
ings] • strong/deep emotions 9 negative/positive emotions 9 I 
have mixed emotions [=mixed feelings] about doing this. 
[=I’m not sure if I want to do this or not] [noncount] He 
spoke with great emotion. [=passion] 9 a display of raw emo¬ 
tion 9 The defendant showed/displayed no emotion when the 
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verdict was read. ■ She was overcome with/by emotion at the 
news of her friend’s death. 
emotion »a I /I'moujan]/ adj 

1 : relating to emotions ■ an emotional disorder 

2 [more most ~] a : likely to show or express emotion 
: easily upset, excited, etc. ■ He’s a very emotional person, b 
: showing emotion — used especially to describe someone 
who is crying because of strong emotion ■ He tends to get 
emotional at weddings. 

3 [more most ~] : causing a person to feel emotion ■ He 
gave an emotional [=moving] speech. ■ an emotional experi¬ 
ence ■ Abortion is an emotional issue. [=an issue that causes 
people to feel strong emotions] 

— emo-tion-aMy /i*mouJanali/ adv [more most ~]« He 
wasn’t emotionally ready to become a father. ■ an emotion¬ 
ally disturbed person 

emotionless /I'moufanlas/ adj [more most ~] : show¬ 
ing, having, or expressing no emotion ■ She did her job with 
emotionless efficiency. ■ emotionless eyes 
emo-tive /I'moutiv/ adj [more most 

1 : of or relating to emotions • emotive language 

2 Brit : causing strong emotions for or against something ■ 
Abortion is a very emotive [=(64$) emotional\ issue. 

empanel variant spelling of impanel 
em-pa-thize also Brit envpa-thise /'empa^aiz/ verb 
-thiz-es; -thized; -thiz-ing [no obj] : to have the same feel¬ 
ings as another person : to feel empathy for someone — of¬ 
ten + with ■ He learned to empathize with the poor. 

— compare sympathize 

em*pa*thy /'empaOi/ noun [noncount] : the feeling that you 
understand and share another person’s experiences and 
emotions ■ He felt great empathy with/for/toward the poor. 
: the ability to share someone else’s feelings ■ His months 
spent researching prison life gave him greater empathy to¬ 
wards/for convicts. — compare sympathy 
em-per-or /‘empwj/ noun, pi -ors [count] : a man who 
rules an empire ■ Roman emperors — compare empress 
em»pha»sis /'cmfasas/ noun, pi -pha»ses /-fa,si:z/ 

1 [noncount] : a forceful quality in the way something is said 
or written ■ You need to state your arguments with greater 
emphasis. [=state your arguments more forcefully] 

2 [noncount] : added force that is given to a word or syllable 
when speaking ■ The emphasis [=£#*££?] in the word “happi¬ 
ness” is on the first syllable. 

3 : special importance or attention given to something 
[noncount] — usually + on ■ The emphasis in this drill is on 
using proper technique. ■ She puts/places/lays (particular/ 
special/great) emphasis on developing good study habits. 
[count] Our candidate's plan has a different emphasis. 

em»pha»size also Brit em-pha*sise / , emfa,saiz/ verb -siz- 
es; -sized; -siz-ing [+ obj] : to give special attention to 
(something) : to place emphasis on (something) ■ Their fa¬ 
ther always emphasized [= stressed] the importance of disci¬ 
pline. [=always said that discipline was important] ■ He want¬ 
ed to emphasize (to us) that he hadn’t meant to offend 
anyone. 

em"phat-ic /im'fcetik/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : said or done in a forceful or definite way ■ Her answer 
was an emphatic [-resounding] “Yes!” ■ a man with emphatic 
[=strong, definite] opinions ■ an emphatic victory 

2 : speaking or acting in a forceful way ■ They were emphat¬ 
ic about their political differences. 

— em-phat’i*caMy /im'fietikli/ adv • He declared emphati¬ 
cally [-forcefully] that he did not believe them. ■ This is em¬ 
phatically [= definitely ] not the right thing to do. 

em-phy-se-ma /iEmfa'ziima, Brit jcmfa'siims/ noun [non¬ 
count] medical : a disease in which the lungs become 
stretched and breathing becomes difficult 
em»pire / , em,paja>/ noun, pi -pires [count] 

1 : a group of countries or regions that are controlled by one 
ruler or one government; especially : a group of countries 
ruled by an emperor or empress ■ the Roman Empire 

2 : a very large business or group of businesses under the 
control of one person or company « She built a tiny business 
into a worldwide empire. ■ He controlled a cattle empire in 
the heart of Texas. ■ a media empire 

em-pir-i*cal /im'pinkal/ also em-pirdc /im'pink/ adj 
: based on testing or experience ■ They collected plenty of 
empirical data/evidence from their experiments. ■ empirical 
laws 

— em*pir*i*cal*ly /im'pinkli/ adv • Her theory had not yet 
been tested empirically. 


em«pir-i*cism /im'pira^izam/ noun [noncount] : the prac¬ 
tice of basing ideas and theories on testing and experience 

— em-pir-i-cist /im'pirasist/ noun, pi -cists [count] 
em*place*ment /im'pleismant/ noun, pi -merits 

1 [count] : a position that is specially prepared for a weapon ■ 
machine-gun emplacements 

2 [noncount] : the act of putting something (such as a weap¬ 
on) into position ■ secret emplacement of missiles on the is¬ 
land 

1 em-ploy /im'ploi/ verb -ploys; -ployed; -ploy-ing [+ obj] 

1 somewhat formal a : to use (something) for a particular 
purpose or to do something ■ She employed [=used\ a pen for 
sketching wildlife. ■ a method (widely/commonly/frequent¬ 
ly) employed to improve garden soil ■ The company is ac¬ 
cused of employing questionable methods to obtain the con¬ 
tract. b : to use or direct (something, such as your time or 
effort) in order to achieve a particular goal ■ You should find 
better ways to employ your time. • Your time could be better 
employed [=spent] in learning a new skill. 

2 a : to use or get the services of (someone) to do a particu¬ 
lar job ■ I had to employ a lawyer to review the contract, b 
: to provide (someone) with a job that pays wages or a salary 
■ It’s a small company, employing a staff of only 20. ■ He’s 
employed by the local drugstore. [=he has a job at the local 
drugstore] ■ She hasn’t been gainfully employed [=hasn’t had 
a job that pays wages or a salary] for a few years. — often + 
as ■ She’s been employed as a gardener for many years. 

— em-ploy-able /im'plojabal/ adj [more most —] ■ He 
lacks the skills needed to be employable. 

2 employ noun 

in someone’s employ formal : employed by someone for 
wages or a salary ■ The company has been generous to peo¬ 
ple in their employ. [=generous to their employees] • The 
defendant was at that time in the employ of[=employed by] 
a trucking company. 

em»ploy»ee /imiploi'i:, im'ploiii:/ noun, pi -ees [count] : a 
person who works for another person or for a company for 
wages or a salary ■ A good boss listens to his employees. ■ The 
company has more than 2,000 employees worldwide. ■ em¬ 
ployee benefits 

em«ploy»er /im'ploja 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a person or 
company that has people who do work for wages or a salary 
: a person or company that has employees ■ It was the em¬ 
ployer’s responsibility to improve workplace safety. • Your 
travel expenses should be paid for by your employer. 
em«ploy«ment /im'ploimant/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the act of employing someone or something: such as a 
: the act of using something ■ We object to the company’s 
employment [-use, utilization] of pesticides, b : the act of 
paying someone to do a job ■ laws that have encouraged the 
employment of women 

2 a : work that a person is paid to do ■ I’ve been looking for 
employment in the machine trade. ■ The new factory should 
provide employment for hundreds of workers. ■ unskilled 
workers trying to find paid/gainful employment • full-time/ 
part-time employment ■ She hopes to find employment as a 
teacher. — often used before another noun ■ an employment 
contract ■ my employment history b : the state of being em¬ 
ployed : the state of being paid to do a job • The magazine 
did well during the course of her employment as editor. C 
: the number of people who have jobs in a particular place 
or area • Employment is at an all-time high in this part of the 
state, d : jobs that are available for workers ■ The city is 
faced with inadequate housing and a lack of employment. 

employment agency noun, pi ~ -cies [count] : a com¬ 
pany whose business is to find jobs for people ■ He found 
work as a mechanic through an employment agency. 
em*po-ri»um /im'porijam/ noun, pi -po>ri*ums also -po- 
ria /-'porija/ [count] old-fashioned : a store or shop ■ a furni¬ 
ture emporium ■ a men’s clothing emporium 
em-pow-er /im'pawa 1 / verb -ers; -ered; -er-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to give power to (someone) ■ seeking changes in the 
workplace that will empower women 

2 : to give official authority or legal power to (someone) — 
followed by to + verb ■ Congress has empowered state legisla¬ 
tures to set educational standards. — often used as (be) em¬ 
powered • His attorney was empowered to act on his behalf. 

— opposite DISEMPOWER 

— em-pow«er*ment /im'pawaroant/ noun [noncount] ■ em¬ 
powerment of women 

em*press /'Empras/ noun, pi -press»es [count] 
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1 : the wife or widow of an emperor ■ the Emperor and Em- 
press of Japan 

2 : a woman who rules an empire ■ Catherine the Great was 
Empress of Russia. — compare emperor 

emptor see caveat emptor 
1 emo«tv /'empti/ adj emp«ti«er; -est 

1 : containing nothing ■ The box was empty. • an empty beer 
can ■ vast empty spaces ■ empty shelves ■ This medication 
should not be taken on an empty stomach ■ [=you should eat 
something before taking this medication] 

2 : not having any people : not occupied ■ an empty house ■ 
an empty beach/street ■ empty beds/seats ■ an empty factory ■ 
The arena was completely empty. 

3 : having no real purpose or value ■ She felt trapped in an 
empty marriage. ■ unhappy people leading empty lives 

4 : having no effect : not sincere or meaningful ■ an empty 
[-hollow, idle ] threat ■ an empty promise ■ Her apology was 
just an empty gesture. ■ Their promises are just a lot of empty 
talk/words. 

5 : not showing emotion or life • She looked at me with emp¬ 
ty eyes. ■ a crowd of empty faces 

come up empty see 'come 

empty of : completely without (something) ■ The arena was 
empty of spectators. ■ The streets are now empty of traffic. 

— emp-ti-ly /'emptali/ adv ■ He stared emptily out the win¬ 
dow. — emp-ti-ness /'emptinos/ noun [noncount] ■ the 
vast emptiness of outer space 

2 emptv verb emp-ties; emp-tied; emp-ty-ing 

1 [+ obj\ : to remove the contents of (something) : to make 
(something) empty ■ empty (out) a bag ■ She emptied her 
purse (out) onto the table. ■ IJie bomb threat emptied the 
crowded theater. [=caused everyone to leave the theater] ■ 
He emptied his glass. [=he drank everything that was in his 
glass] ■ She tried to empty her mind (of thoughts). ■ He emp¬ 
tied his gun. [=he shot all the bullets in his gun] 

2 [+ obj\ : to remove all of (something) from a container ■ 
She emptied the contents of her purse onto the table. ■ It’s 
your turn to empty the trash. 

3 [no obj] : to become empty ■ The theater emptied (out) 
quickly after the show. 

empty into [phrasal verb ] empty into (something) of a river, 
stream, etc. : to flow into (something) ■ The river empties 
into the Indian Ocean. 

3 empty noun, pi empties [count ]: an empty bottle or can — 
usually plural ■ Return your empties here, 
emp-ty—handled /,Empti'haend3d/ adi : without having, 
carrying, or bringing anything ■ I don’t want to show up (at 
the party) empty-handed. ■ She came back (from the confer¬ 
ence) empty-handed. 

emp«ty—head*ed /,Empti'hEd3d/ adi [more most —] 
: not intelligent : stupid ■ He thinks all athletes are just 
empty-headed jocks. 

— emp-ty—head-ed-ness /jcmpti'hedadnas/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

empty nester noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a parent whose 
children have grown up and moved away from home 
EMT Aiijcm'ti:/ noun, pi EMTs or EMT’s [count] : a person 
who is trained to provide emergency medical services to pa¬ 
tients who are being taken to a hospital — called also emer¬ 
gency medical technician 

emu /'i:mju, 'i:mu/ noun, pi emus [count] : an Australian 
bird that does not fly but is a very fast runner 
erri'U-late / , Emj3,leit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -lat-ing [+ obj] 
: to try to be like (someone or something you admire) ■ She 
grew up emulating her sports heroes. ■ artists emulating the 
style of their teachers 

— em-u-la-tion Aemja'leijan/ noun [noncount] 
erri'U-la-tor / , Emj3,leit3'/ noun, pi -tors [count] 

1 : a person who tries to be like someone else ■ great artists 
and their emulators [-imitators] 

2 computers : a program or device that permits programs 
written for one kind of computer to be used on another kind 
of computer 

emul*si*fy /i'niAls3|fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing technical 
: to mix liquids together to form an emulsion [+ obj] emulsi¬ 
fy oil and vinegar [no obj] mix the oil and vinegar until they 
emulsify 

— emul-si-fi-ca-tion /^mAlssfs'keiJsn/ noun [noncount] 
— emul-si-fi-er /I'mAlss^aja 1 / noun, pi -ers [count, non¬ 
count] 

emul'Sion /I’mAl Jan/ noun, pi -sions [count] technical 
1 : a mixture of liquids 4- In an emulsion, small drops of one 


liquid are mixed throughout another liquid. ■ an emulsion of 
oil in water 

2 : a thin coating on photographic film or paper that con¬ 
tains chemicals which are sensitive to light 
en- /in/ also em- /im/ prefix ^ In all senses em- is usually 
used before words starting with b, m , or/?. 

1 : to put into or onto ■ encode ■ endanger ■ enthrone ■ em¬ 
bed 

2 : to cause to be ■ enrich ■ enslave 

3 : to provide with ■ empower ■ embody 

4 : to cover with ■ enshroud 

5 : thoroughly ■ ensnare ■ entangle 

-en /an/ adj suffix : made of : consisting of ■ earthen ■ woolen 
2 -en verb suffix 

1 : to become or cause to be ■ sharpen ■ whiten ■ sadden ■ 
broaden 

2 : to cause or come to have ■ lengthen ■ strengthen 
en«able /I'neibsl/ verb -ables; -abled; -abllng [+ obj] 

1 a : to make (someone or something) able to do or to be 
something ■ The machine enables us to create copies without 
losing quality. ■ The system enables students to access class 
materials online. ■ These choices are part of what enabled the 
company to be successful, b : to make (something) possi¬ 
ble, practical, or easy ■ a filing system that enables easy ac¬ 
cess to information ■ The proposed tax will enable [-facili¬ 
tate] the hiring of more police officers. 

2 technical : to cause (a feature or capability of a computer) 
to be active or available for use ■ Be sure to enable your com¬ 
puter’s firewall. — often used in combination ■ a wireless- 
enabled laptop [=a laptop that is able to send and receive 
wireless signals] 

en-act /I'naekt/ verb -acts; -act*ed; -act-ing [+ obj] 

1 somewhat formal : to perform (something, such as a scene 
in a play) ■ We will enact [=act out] parts of three plays. 

2 : to make (a bill or other legislation) officially become part 
of the law ■ Congress will enact legislation related to that is¬ 
sue. ■ The law was finally enacted today. 

— en-act-ment /I'nsektmsnt/ noun, pi -merits [noncount] 
The enactment [=passage] of this law will save lives. 
[count] legislative enactments 

enam-el /I'naemsl/ noun, pi -els 

1 a : a material like colored glass that is heated until it is liq¬ 
uid and then used to decorate the surface of metal, glass, or 
pottery [noncount] The tea set is decorated with enamel, 
[count] an artist who works with enamels b [count] : some¬ 
thing decorated with enamel ■ The museum has a fine collec¬ 
tion of enamels. 

2 [noncount] : the very hard outer layer of a tooth 

3 : a kind of paint that is shiny and very hard when it dries 
[noncount] We painted the doors with enamel (paint). 
[count] enamels and acrylics 

- enam-eled (US) or Brit enam-el led /I'naemsld/ adj ■ 
colorful enameled jewelry [=jewelry that is decorated with 
enamel] ■ an enameled pot 

enam-e-ling (US) or Brit enam-eMing /I'nsemshg/ noun 
[noncount] 

1 : decoration done with enamel ■ The box was covered with 
elaborate enameling. ■ The enameling on the teapot is beauti¬ 
ful. 

2 : the act or technique of decorating things with enamel ■ 
He studied enameling with a master craftsman. 

en-am-or (US) or Brit en-am-our /I'naem »/ verb -ors; 
-ored; -or-ing [+ obj] : to cause (someone) to be loved or 
admired — usually used in negative statements; usually + to ■ 
His bad temper did not enamor [-endear] him to his employ¬ 
ees. [=his bad temper made his employees dislike him] 
enamored (US) or Brit enamoured adj [more most —] 

: in a state in which you love, admire, or are very interested 
in something or someone ■ the movie star’s enamored fans — 
usually + of or with • I became completely enamored of [-fas¬ 
cinated with] the island and its people. ■ He was enamored 
with her [=in love with her] from the day they met. ■ She is 
less than enamored with her new job. [=she does not like it] 
en blOC /an'blaik/ adv, chiefly Brit : as or in a united group 
: all together ■ The amendments were accepted en bloc. 
enc. abbr enclosure 

en-camp /m'kgemp/ verb -camps; -camped; -camp-ing 

formal : to set up and use a camp [no obj] Napoleon’s troops 
encamped there. [+ obj] — usually used as (be) encamped ■ 
the location where Napoleon’s troops were encamped • Refu¬ 
gees are encamped along the border. — sometimes used figu¬ 
ratively ■ Reporters were encamped [=(more commonly) 
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camped out\ in front of the courthouse. 

— en-camp-ment /m'kaempmant/ noun, pi -merits [count] 
■ a military encampment 

en*cap*SU*late /m'ksepsa^eit/ verb -lates; -lat*ed; -lat- 

ing [+ obj] 

1 : to show or express the main idea or quality of (some¬ 
thing) in a brief way ■ a phrase that perfectly encapsulates 
[=sums up] my feelings about the day ■ The first song encap¬ 
sulates [-captures] the mood of the whole album. 

2 : to completely cover (something) especially so that it will 
not touch anything else ■ The contaminated material should 
be encapsulated and removed. 

— en*cap*su-la-tion /rn.ksepsa'leijan/ noun, pi -tions 
[count] The book is an encapsulation of the history of mar¬ 
athons. [noncount] a complex subject that resists encapsu¬ 
lation 

ervcase /m'keis/ verb -cas-es; -cased; -cashing [+ obj] 
: to completely cover (something) ■ Ice encased the trees and 
power lines after the storm. — often used as (be) encased ■ 
The package is encased in plastic. ■ His feet were encased in 
heavy boots. 

-ence /ans/ noun suffix 

1 : the state of having a particular quality • confidence ■ de- 
pendence ■ despond ence 

2 : the action or process of doing something • emergence ■ 
reference • reminis cence 

eri’Chant /m'tfaent, Brit m'fl arnt/ verb -chants; -changed; 
-chant-ing 

1 : to attract and hold the attention of (someone) by being 
interesting, pretty, etc. [+ obj] The book has enchanted chil¬ 
dren for almost a century. — often us»d as (be) enchanted ■ 
Visitors will be enchanted [-captivated, charmed] by the 
beauty of the place, [no obj] The beauty of the place en¬ 
chants. 

2 [+ obj] : to put a magic spell on (someone or something) ■ a 
tale about a wizard who enchants [-bewitches] a princess 

— enchanted adj ■ It’s a beautiful, enchanted [=enchanting, 
captivating] place. ■ The story takes place in an enchanted 
forest. — enchanting adj [more most ~] ■ an enchant¬ 
ing book ■ the enchanting beauty of the place — en*chanf- 
ing-ly adv ■ an enchantingly beautiful place 

ervchant-er /m'tfaentas Brit m'tfainta/ noun, pi -ers [count] 
: a person who uses spells or magic : a sorcerer or wizard 
en*chant*ment /m'tfsentmsnt, Brit m'tfa.ntmant/ noun, pi 
-ments 

1 [noncount] : a feeling of being attracted by something in¬ 
teresting, pretty, etc. : the state of being enchanted ■ Our en¬ 
chantment faded when we found that the house needed even 
more repairs. — often + with • My enchantment [-fascina¬ 
tion] with the place continues to grow. — compare disen¬ 
chantment 

2 : a quality that attracts and holds your attention by being 
interesting, pretty, etc. [noncount] the enchantment of a 
snowy field bathed in moonlight [count] He writes about the 
dangers as well as the enchantments of sailing. 

3 [count] : a magic spell ■ stories about wizards and enchant¬ 
ments 

en-chant-ress /m'tfsentras, Brit m'tfaintras/ noun, pi 
-ress-es [count] 

1 : a woman who uses spells or magic : a sorceress or witch 

2 : a very interesting or beautiful woman 
en*Chi*la«da /^ntfa'la.da/ noun, pi -das [count] : a Mexi¬ 
can food that consists of a flat piece of bread (called a torti¬ 
lla) that is rolled around a meat, bean, or cheese filling and 
covered with a sauce 

the big enchilada US, informal : the most important issue, 
pei'son, etc. ■ She’s won many awards for her writing in the 
past, but this one is the big enchilada, 
the whole enchilada US, informal : the entire thing : ev¬ 
erything ■ The celebration included music, food, 
fireworks— the whole enchilada. ■ The team may win the 
whole enchilada [=the championship] this year. 
en*cir*cle /m's^kal/ verb -circles; -circled; -circling 
[+ obj] : to form a circle around (someone or something) ■ A 
fence encircles the field. = The field is encircled by a fence. 
: to surround (someone or something) • A crowd of report¬ 
ers encircled the mayor, 
end. abbr enclosure 

en-clave /'en,kleiv, 'a:n,kleiv/ noun, pi -claves [count] : an 
area with people who are different in some way from the 
people in the areas around it • The city has a large Chinese 
enclave. [=an area where many Chinese people live] ■ one of 


the city’s wealthy enclaves [=one of the areas in the city 
where only wealthy people can afford to live] 
en*close /m'klooz/ verb -clos-es; -closed; -clos-ing [+ 
obj ] 

1 a ; to surround (something) ■ High walls enclose the court¬ 
yard. = The courtyard is enclosed by high walls. ■ The pie’s 
flaky crust encloses a fruit filling, b : to put something 
around (something) ■ We want to enclose the porch [=build 
walls around the porch] and use it as a dining room. ■ En¬ 
close the fish in foil and bake. 

2 : to include (something) with a letter or in a package ■ She 
enclosed a photo with the card. ■ Please enclose a check with 
your application. ■ Enclosed with this letter are the tickets 
you ordered. 

— enclosed adj ■ an enclosed porch/courtyard ■ The en¬ 
closed tickets are for you. 

en*ClO*SUre /m'kloo 3 ^/ noun,pi -sures 

1 [count] : an area that is surrounded by a wall, fence, etc. 
: an enclosed space ■ During the day the horses are kept in 
an enclosure. ■ a garden enclosure 

2 [count] : something that is included with a letter or in a 
package • a letter with two enclosures ■ One of the enclosures 
was a photograph. — abbr. enc. or encl. 

3 [noncount] : the act of enclosing something ■ the enclosure 
of a photograph with a letter ■ the enclosure of the garden 

en-code /m'koud/ verb -codes; -cod«ed; -cod*lng [+ obj] 

1 : to put (a message) into the form of a code so that it can 
kept secret : code ■ an encoded message — compare de¬ 
code 

2 : to put information in the form of a code on (something) ■ 
Credit cards are encoded with cardholder information. 

3 : to change (information) into a set of letters, numbers, or 
symbols that can be read by a computer ■ a technology that 
encodes images/files 

— en-cod-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

en*COm*pass /m'kAinpas/ verb -pass-es; -passed: 
-passing [+ obj] 

1 : to include (something) as a part ■ My interests encompass 
[-cover, include] a broad range of topics. ■ The district en¬ 
compasses most of the downtown area. — see also all- 
encompassing 

2 : to cover or surround (an area) ■ A thick fog encompassed 
[= enveloped] the city. ■ a neighborhood encompassed by a 
highway 

1 encore / , a:n,ko 0 '/ intetj — used by an audience to call for 
another song, dance, etc., when a performance has ended ■ 
The audience shouted “ Encore]" as the singer left the stage. 
2 encore noun, pi en*cores [count] 

1 : an extra piece of music performed in response to a re¬ 
quest from the audience ■ He sang a folk song as/for an en¬ 
core. 

2 : something that follows a success ■ Her first novel was a 
best seller—but what is she going to do for an encore ? 

1 er|.COun-ter /m'kaunta/ verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing [+ 

oh]\ 

1 : to have or experience (problems, difficulties, etc.) ■ We 
encountered problems early in the project. ■ The pilot told us 
that we might encounter turbulence during the flight. ■ Her 
suggestion has encountered a lot of opposition. 

2 formal : to meet (someone) without expecting or intending 
to • I encountered [=ran into] an old friend on a recent busi¬ 
ness trip. 

2 encounter noun, pi -ters [count] 

1 a : a meeting that is not planned or expected ■ an acciden¬ 
tal encounter ■ a chance encounter with a famous writer b 
: a usually brief experience with another person ■ a brief/ 
painful encounter • He’s accused of having had sexual en¬ 
counters with several young women. ■ They had a romantic 
encounter [=a brief romantic relationship] several years ago. 
C : a violent or very unfriendly meeting ■ Two protesters 
were arrested during an encounter [=clash] with police. ■ 
There was a violent encounter between fans of the opposing 
teams. 

2 : an occasion when you deal with or experience something 
■ It was her first encounter with cigarettes. ^ To have a close 
encounter with something is to come very close to being hurl 
or damaged by it. • The island has had several close encoun¬ 
ters with major hurricanes in recent years. 

en«COlir*aae /rn'kanch/ verb -ag-es; -aged; -ag-ing [+ 
obj] 

1 : to make (someone) more determined, hopeful, or confi¬ 
dent ■ They encouraged us in our work. ■ Encourage each 
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other with kind words. — often used as (be) encouraged ■ We 
were encouraged by their enthusiasm. ■ Researchers are en¬ 
couraged by the findings. • I am encouraged that the project 
seems to be moving ahead. — sometimes followed by to + 
verb • We were encouraged to learn of their enthusiasm. 

— opposite DISCOURAGE 

2 a : to make (something) more appealing or more likely to 
happen ■ The program is meant to encourage savings. ■ Warm 
weather encourages plant growth. • He claims the new regu¬ 
lations will encourage investment, b : to make (someone) 
more likely to do something ■ He claims the new regulations 
will encourage people to invest. ■ We want to encourage stu¬ 
dents to read more. : to tell or advise (someone) to do some¬ 
thing ■ My parents encouraged me to go back to college. ■ 
They encouraged her to go. — opposite discourage 

— encouraged adj [more most ~] ■ Our early success left 

us feeling hopeful and encouraged. 

en*cour*age*ment /m'ka-nc&mnnt/ noun, pi -ments 

1 [ noncount \ : the act of making something more appealing 
or more likely to happen ■ Our aim is the encouragement of 
investment. ■ the encouragement of plant growth 

2 a : something that makes someone more determined, 
hopeful, or confident [noncount] teachers who give their 
students a lot of encouragement * words of encouragement ■ 
With support and encoumgement from their parents, the stu¬ 
dents organized a fundraiser, [count] kind words and en¬ 
couragements b [count] : something that makes someone 
more likely to do something ■ They offered him gifts of mon¬ 
ey and other encouragements. 

en-cour-ag-ing /m'kancfeii}/ adj [more most ~]: caus¬ 
ing a hopeful feeling * We’ve just heard some encouraging 
news. ■ an encouraging smile — opposite DISCOURAGING 

— en*cour«ag*ing>ly adv ■ She smiled encouragingly at the 
new student. 

en-croach /m'kroutf/ verb -croach«es; -croached; 
-croach-ing [no obj] 

1 : to gradually move or go into an area that is beyond the 
usual or desired limits ■ The suburbs encroach further into 
the rural areas each year. — usually + on or upon ■ People 
are encroaching on the animal’s habitat. ■ The ocean is slowly 
encroaching upon the shoreline. 

2 : to gradually take or begin to use or affect something that 
belongs to someone else or that someone else is using — 
usually + on or upon ■ He argues that the law would encroach 
on/upon states’ authority. ■ The new company is encroaching 
on their traditional market. 

— en-croach-ment /m'kroutfmant/ noun, pi -ments 
[noncount] the gradual encroachment of the ocean [count] 
the encroachments of neighboring countries 

entrusted /m'krAstad/ adj : coated or covered with some¬ 
thing ■ The crown is encrusted with jewels. ■ mud-encrusted 
shoes 

en-crypt /m'knpt/ verb -crypts; -crypt-ed; -crypMng [+ 

obj] : to change (information) from one form to another es¬ 
pecially to hide its meaning ■ The software will encrypt the 
message before it is sent. ■ The passwords are encrypted. 

en-cum-ber /rn'kAmba/ verb -bers; -bered; -ber-ing [+ 

obj ] somewhat formal 

1 : to make (someone or something) hold or carry some¬ 
thing heavy — usually used as (be) encumbered ■ We were en¬ 
cumbered by our heavy coats and boots. ■ encumbered [= bur¬ 
dened ] by equipment and supplies — often used figuratively 
■ The company is encumbered with debt. 

2 : to cause problems or difficulties for (someone or some¬ 
thing) ■ These rules will only encumber the people we’re try¬ 
ing to help. ■ Lack of funding has encumbered the project. — 
usually used as (be) encumbered • Peace talks have been en¬ 
cumbered by a mutual lack of trust. 

— en-cum-brance /m'k/unbrans/ noun, pi -branc-es 

[count] • the encumbrances of equipment and supplies ■ 
These rules will only be an encumbrance. 

-en-cy /ansi/ noun snjfix : the quality or state of being 
(something) — used to form nouns from adjectives that end 
in -ent • dependency ■ efficiency ■ frequency 
en*cyc*li«cal /m'sikliknl/ noun, pi -cals [count] : an offi¬ 
cial letter from the Pope to the Roman Catholic bishops 
en*cy-clo-pe*dia also en«cy-clo*pae*dia /m^aikb 
'piidijn/ noun, pi -pe*dias also -pae*dias [count] : a refer¬ 
ence work (such as a book, series of books, Web site, or CD- 
ROM) that contains information about many different sub¬ 
jects or a lot of information about a particular subject ■ a 
general encyclopedia • an encyclopedia of literature 


en-cy-ClO*pe-dic also en-cy-clo-pae*dic /m.saikla- 
'piidik/ adj [more most ~J : dealing with or knowing a 
subject thoroughly or completely ■ She published an encyclo¬ 
pedic study of ancient Egypt. ■ The event was described in 
encyclopedic detail. ■ his almost encyclopedic knowledge of 
movies 

1 end /'end/ noun, pi ends 

TT singular] a : a point that marks the limit of something 
: the point at which something no longer continues to hap¬ 
pen or exist • The report is due at/by the end of the month. ■ 
She interviewed several players at the end of the game. ■ 
There is no end [=limit] to their generosity. [=they are ex¬ 
tremely generous] ■ I’m at the end of my patience. = I’ve 
reached the end of my patience. [=1 can no longer be patient; 

1 have run out of patience] b : the last part of a story, mov¬ 
ie, song. etc. ■ I liked most of the book, but I didn’t like the 
end. [sending] ■ He read the book from beginning to end [=he 
read the entire book] in one day. 

2 [count] a : the part at the edge or limit of an area ■ The 
restaurant is in the north end of the city. ■ We biked from 
one end of the island to the other. ■ The house is at the end of 
the road. ■ They live at opposite ends of town. ■ He left the 
car at the far end [=most distant part] of the parking lot. ■ the 
deep/shallow end of a swimming pool — see also dead 
end, rear end b the first or last part or section of some¬ 
thing that is long ■ She drove the end of the stake into the 
ground. ■ The car’s front/rear/back end was damaged. ■ One 
end of the rope was tangled. ■ Smoke curled off the end of 
the cigarette. ■ The hose is leaking at both ends. ■ the pointed 
end of the knife C : either limit of a scale or range • The car 
was in the high/low end of the price range. ■ The candidates 
represent opposite ends of the political spectrum. • The re¬ 
sort attracts tourists from the upper end of the social scale. 

3 [count] : the stopping of a condition, activity, or course of 
action ■ The agency’s goal is the end of world hunger. ■ The 
treaty marked the end of the war. ■ His death marks the end 
of an era. 4- When something is at an end it is finished or 
completed. ■ The battle was at an end. [=over] ■ We would like 
to see this matter at an end. If you bring something to an 
end or bring an end to something , you stop, finish, or com¬ 
plete it. ■ She brought the concert to an end with a piano solo. 
■ Negotiations brought an end to the conflict. *$■ If you put an 
end to something, you cause it to stop or prevent it from 
continuing. ■ They promise to put an end to unfair policies. ■ 
The new mayor vowed to put an end to the violence. 
Something comes to an end when it stops or finishes. ■ After 
three weeks the strike finally came to an end. ■ Summer al¬ 
ways seems to come to an end much too quickly. ■ The cur¬ 
tain fell as the play came to an end. 4- If there is no end in 
sight, the point at which something will be finished is not 
known. ■ There is no end in sight to this heat wave. ■ Prices 
continue to go up with no end in sight. 

4 [count] : the point at which someone is no longer living 
: death ■ He came to a tragic end [=he died] in a freak acci¬ 
dent. ■ The doctors told her that the end was near. [=that she 
would die soon] — sometimes used with meet ■ He met his 
end [=he died] in the icy water. • She met an untimely end. 

5 [count] : a goal or purpose ■ Our ultimate end [=aim] in 
sponsoring the event is to raise money for charity. ■ corrupt 
leaders who use their power for their own ends • There are 
several ways to achieve/accomplish the same end. ^ If some¬ 
thing is an end In itself, it is something that you do because 
you want to and not because it will help you achieve or ac¬ 
complish something else. ■ She started exercising for her 
health, but she enjoyed it so much that exercising became an 
end in itself. • For him, taking classes was an end in itself. If 
the end Justifies the means , a desired result is so good or im¬ 
portant that any method, even a morally bad one, may be 
used to achieve it. ■ They believe that the end justifies the 
means and will do anything to get their candidate elected. 

6 [count] American football : a player whose position is at the 
end of the line of scrimmage — see also end run, split 
ENDS, TIGHT END 

7 [count] : a specific part of a project, activity, etc. ■ She is in 
the creative end of the business. ■ It’s important to know 
what’s going on in all ends of a business.; especially : the part 
of a project, activity, etc., that you are responsible for • Let 
me know if you have any problems at your end. — usually 
used with keep up or hold up ■ He promised to keep up his 
end of the agreement. [=he promised to do what he had 
agreed to do] ■ You can count on her to hold up her end. [=to 
do what she is supposed to do] 

8 [count] : any one of the places connected by a telephone 
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call - She picked up the phone and heard an unfamiliar voice 
at the other end. ■ I can't hear you very well—there is a lot of 
noise at this end. 

9 ends \plural\ : parts of something that are left after the 
main part has been used ■ a quilt made from bits and ends of 
fabric— see also loose end, odds and ends 
a t/ght at the end of the tunnel see 'light 
at the end of the day informal : when all things are consid¬ 
ered : in the end • It was a difficult decision, but at the end 
of the day , we knew we made the right choice. 
at (your) wits’/wit’s end see wit 
bum the candle at both ends see 'burn 
come to a bad end 1 : to end up in a bad situation be¬ 
cause of your actions - If he keeps living this way he’s sure 
to come to a bad end. 2 : to die in an unpleasant way ■ Ac¬ 
cording to legend, more than one person came to a bad end 
because of her. 

end to end : with ends touching each other ■ Put the two 
small tables end to end. ■ railroad cars lined up end to end 

go off the deep end see 'deep 

In the end 1 : finally or after a long time ■ We worked 
hard, and in the end [= ultimately ], we achieved our goal. 2 
: when all things are considered ■ He thought about mov¬ 
ing to the city, but in the end , decided to stay where he was. 

■ In the end , what really matters in a relationship is trust. 
make ends meet : to pay for the things that you need to live 
when you have little money ■ We had a hard time making 
ends meet. 

make your hair stand on end see hair 
never/not hear the end of It see hear 
not the end of the world informal *$■ If something is not the 
end of the world , it is not as terrible or unpleasant as it 
seems to be. ■ It won't be the end of the world if it rains on 
the day of the wedding. ■ Losing your job does not have to 
be the end of the world. 

on end 1 : without interruption ■ For days on end [=for 
many days] she didn’t answer the phone. 2 : m an upright 
position : not lying flat ■ We set the bricks on end around 
the garden. ■ His skis stood on end in the comer. 
on/at the receiving end see receive 
the end of the line or the end of the road informal : the 
point or time when someone or something stops or cannot 
continue : the end ■ A loss in the primary elections will 
mean the end of the road for his campaign. ■ It will be the 
end of the line for me unless there are some changes 
around here. ■ They reached the end of the road as a couple 
[=their relationship was over] a long time ago. 
the end of time : forever, always — used figuratively 
after to, till, or until - He promised to love her to the end of 
time. ■ Their heroism will be remembered until the end of 
time. 

the end of your rope or chiefly Brit the end of your tether 

informal : a state in which you are not able to deal with a 
problem, difficult situation, etc., any longer ■ It was clear 
from her outburst that she was at the end of her rope. ■ I've 
been dealing with their lies for too long. I'm at the end of 
my rope. 

the ends of the earth : places in the world that are very far 
away from cities, large groups of people, etc. : the most re¬ 
mote places in the world — used figuratively ■ He would 
go to the ends of the earth [=he would do anything] to 
please her. ■ We will search the ends of the earth ^every¬ 
where; for a longtime] if we have to. 
the short end of the stick see 'stick 
the wrong end of the stick see 'stick 

no end : a lot : a great deal - it pleases me to no end 
[=very much] to see you so happy. ■ We've had no end of 
trouble finding somewhere to live. 
to thatfthls end formal: as a way of dealing with or doing 
something ■ We want to save the building. To this end , we 
have hired someone to assess its current state. 
to/tlll/untll the bitter end see 'bitter 
2 end verb ends; end*ed; ending 

n a [no obj ]: to stop or finish : to no longer continue to hap¬ 
pen or exist ■ The meeting ended [concluded] at noon. ■ The 
line of people ended around the comer. ■ The road ends at 
the top of the hill. ■ As soon as school ends [=(Brit) breaks up] 
she’ll start her summer job. ■ The demonstration ended 
peacefully. ■ The meeting ended on a positive note. ■ She 
started out poor but ended (up) a rich woman, b [+ obj ]: to 
stop or finish (something): to cause (something) to no long¬ 
er continue to happen or exist ■ They ended [= concluded] the 
meeting at noon. ■ The allegations could end his career. ■ Her 


speech ended the convention. ■ The argument ended their 
friendship. ■ The company claims that its new product will 
be a/the computer to end all computers. [=a computer that is 
the ultimate or perfect computer] ■ World War I was sup¬ 
posed to be the war to end all wars. : to come to the end of 
(something) ■ She ended her career (as) a rich woman. [=she 
was rich at the end of her career] ■ He ended his life/days (liv¬ 
ing) in a nursing home. [=he spent the last part of his life in a 
nursing home] 

2 [+ obj] : to be the final part of (something) ■ The letters 
“ing" end the word “going.” ■ A wedding scene ends the film. 
■ A marching band will end the parade. ■ Her speech will end 
the convention. 

end In [phrasal verb] end In (something) : to have (some¬ 
thing) at the end ■ The word ends in a suffix. [=the last part 
of the word is a suffix] ■ The knife ends in a sharp point. ■ 
Their marriage ended in divorce. ■ The race ended in a tie. ■ 
The demonstration ended in chaos. 
end up [phrased verb] end up or end up (something) or end 
up (doing something) : to reach or come to a place, condi¬ 
tion, or situation that was not planned or expected • The 
book ended up in the trash. ■ He didn't want to end up 
[-wind up] like his father. ■ She ended up rich. = She ended 
up a rich woman. ■ He ended up (living) in a nursing home. 

■ The movie we wanted to see was sold out so we ended up 
seeing a different one. 

end with [phrasal verb] 1 end with (something) : to have 
(something) at the end ■ The film ends with a wedding 
scene. [=the last part of the film is a wedding scene] ■ The 
convention will end with her speech. ■ The parade will end 
with a marching band. 2 end (something) with (some¬ 
thing) : to cause (something) to have (something) at the 
end ■ She will end the convention with her speech. [=the 
convention will be over after her speech] ■ He ended the 
concert with one of his new songs. 
end your life or end It all : to kill yourself : to commit sui¬ 
cide ■ He tried to end his life by taking an overdose of pills. 

■ She thought about ending it all after her baby died. 

3 end adj, always used before a noun : 'final ■ the end prod¬ 
uct/result of a process ■ the end point/stage of the operation 

— see also end user 

en*dan«ger /m'demc verb -gers; -gored; -ger-ing 

/m'demcfeni]/ [+ obj] : to cause (someone or something) to 
be in a dangerous place or situation ■ Parents feared that the 
dog could endanger their children. ■ The severe drought has 
endangered crops throughout the area. ■ The controversy en¬ 
dangered [threatened] his chances for reelection. In the 
U.S., if you drive in a way that is not safe the police may offi¬ 
cially accuse you of driving to endanger. 
endangered a<jj [more most ~] — used to describe a 

type of animal or plant that has become very rare and that 
could die out completely ■ endangered plants ■ Two more 
species have been added to the endangered list. [=a list of 
plant and animal species that are protected by law because 
there are very few of them] ■ The bald eagle is no longer con¬ 
sidered an endangered spades. [=a species that is in danger 
of becoming extinct] — sometimes used figuratively ■ She 
claims that honest politicians are an endangered species. 
en*dear /m'di verb -dears; -deared; -deardng 
endear to [phrasal verb] endear (someone) to (someone or 
something) : to cause (someone) to be loved or admired by 
(someone or something) ■ They endeared themselves to the 
whole town. ■ His generosity has endeared him to the pub¬ 
lic. [=the people in his country, city, etc., love and admire 
him because he is generous] ■ Her bad temper did not en¬ 
dear her to her coworkers. [=her bad temper made it diffi¬ 
cult for people to like her] 

— endearing adj [more most ~] ■ Good humor is one of 
your most endearing traits. — en»dear«lng*ly adv [more 

most ~] ■ an endearingly good-humored person 
en-dear*ment /m'diwnant/ noun, pi -ments [count] : a 
word or phrase that shows love or affection ■ two lovers 
whispering endearments to each other ^ A special word or 
name that friends or lovers use when they speak to each oth¬ 
er is sometimes called a term of endearment. ■ “honey,” 
“sweetie,” and other terms of endearment 
1 en*deav*or (US) or Brit en*deav«our /m'deva-/ verb -ora; 
-ored; -or«ing [+ obj] formal : to seriously or continually try 
to do (something) ■ The school endeavors to teach students to 
be good citizens. ■ They endeavored to create a government 
that truly serves its people, synonyms see 'attempt 
2 endeavor ( US ) or Brit endeavour noun, pi -ors formal : a 
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serious effort or attempt [count] His endeavors have gone 
unrewarded. ■ He failed despite his best endeavors, [^efforts] ■ 
She is involved in several artistic endeavors, [noncount] 
Technology is the fastest-changing area/field of human en¬ 
deavor. 

eri'denvic /en'demik/ adj 

1 : growing or existing in a certain place or region ■ endemic 
diseases ■ endemic wildlife — often + to or in ■ A wide variety 
of animal and plant species are endemic to this area. ■ The 
disease is endemic in parts of northern Europe. 

2 : common in a particular area or field — often + to or in ■ 
A distrust of strangers is endemic in/to this community. ■ 
Sentimentality is endemic to that style of writing. 

end'ing /'endjg/ noun, pi -ings [count] 

1 : the final part of something ■ The movie has a happy end¬ 
ing. [-end, conclusion ] ■ I didn’t like the book’s ending. 

2 : a letter or group of letters added to the end of a word 
: suffix ■ Common verb endings in English are “-s,” “-ed,” 
and “-ing.” ■ You can often recognize an English adverb by 
its “-ly” ending. 

en«dive /’en,daiv, tOin'dirv/ noun, pi -dives [count, non¬ 
count] 

1 : a plant with curly green leaves that are eaten raw 

2 US : BELGIAN ENDIVE 

end-less /■endlas/ adj : having no end : seeming to have no 
end : lasting or taking a long time ■ We endured endless 
meetings. ■ The flight seemed endless. ■ There was an endless 
line at the bank. ■ There is endless work to do on the house. 

— end.less-ly adv • She talks about it endlessly. — end¬ 
lessness noun [noncount] 

en-dorse also in-dorse /m'do &s/ verb -dors-es; 
-dorsed; -dors-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to publicly or officially say that you support or approve 
of (someone or something) ■ The newspaper has endorsed 
the conservative candidate for mayor. ■ The committee must 
endorse [-approve] the decision. • We do not endorse their po¬ 
sition. 

2 : to publicly say that you like or use (a product or service) 
in exchange for money ■ She endorses a line of clothing. ■ 
That brand of sneaker is endorsed by several basketball stars. 

3 : to write your name on the back of (a check) ■ You must 
endorse the check before you deposit it in the bank. 

4 Brit : to put information about a driving offense on (a per¬ 
son's driver’s license) — usually used as (be) endorsed • His 
driving license was endorsed for speeding. 

— en-dors-er noun, pi -ers [count] 
en-dorse-ment also in-dorse-ment/m'doa^mant/woMw, 

pi -merits : the act or result of endorsing someone or some¬ 
thing: such as a : a public or official statement of support 
or approval [count] The newspaper has announced its polit¬ 
ical endorsements. ■ We’re pleased that the project has re¬ 
ceived your endorsement, [noncount] Without official en¬ 
dorsement, the project cannot proceed, b [count] : the act 
of publicly saying that you like or use a product or service in 
exchange for money ■ Many retired athletes are able to make 
a lot of money by doing product endorsements. C [count] 
: the act or result of writing your name on the back of a 
check • The bank requires that someone witness the endorse¬ 
ment of the check. ■ We need your endorsement before we 
can cash this check, d Brit : the act or result of putting in¬ 
formation about a driving offense on a person’s driver’s li¬ 
cense [noncount] the endorsement of a license [count] re¬ 
ceive/get an endorsement for speeding 
en-dow /m'dau/ verb -dows; -dowed; -dow-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to give a large amount of money to a school, hospital, 
etc., in order to pay for the creation or continuing support of 
(something) ■ The wealthy couple endowed a new wing of the 
hospital. ■ She plans to endow a faculty position at the uni¬ 
versity. ■ The money will be used to endow the museum and 
research facility. 

2 : to freely or naturally provide (someone or something) 
with something — usually used as (be) endowed • Human be¬ 
ings are endowed with reason. [=they naturally have reason; 
they are naturally able to think in a logical way] ■ The coun¬ 
try is richly endowed with mineral deposits. ■ ”... all 
men . .. are endowed by their Creator with certain unalien¬ 
able rights ..." — U.S. Declaration of Independence (1776) 

— see also well-endowed 
en-dow-ment /m'daumant/ noun, pi -merits 

1 a [count]: a large amount of money that has been given to 
a school, hospital, etc., and that is used to pay for its creation 
and continuing support ■ The hospital’s endowment was es¬ 


tablished by a local family. ■ The college has a large endow¬ 
ment. ■ an endowment fund b : the act of providing money 
to create or support a school, organization, etc. [noncount] 
the endowment of a hospital wing [count] generous endow¬ 
ments 

2 [count] : a person’s natural ability or talent ■ an athlete’s 
physical endowments 

end run noun, pi ~ runs [count] American football : a play 
in which the player carrying the ball tries to run around the 
line of defensive players — often used figuratively in U.S. 
English to describe a secret or dishonest attempt to avoid a 
rule, problem, etc. ■ They tried to make/do an end run 
around the law but they failed. 

end table noun, pi ~ tables [count] US : a small table next 
to a sofa or chair — see picture at living room 
en-dur-ance /m'darans, Brit m'djuarans/ noun [noncount] 

1 a : the ability to do something difficult for a long time ■ 
The exercise program is designed to increase both strength 
and endurance. ■ a test of endurance = an endurance test [=a 
task that tests your ability to do something difficult for a 
long time] ■ endurance training b : the ability to deal with 
pain or suffering that continues for a long time ■ The over¬ 
seas flight tested our (powers of) endurance. ■ children who 
are teased beyond endurance [=for such a long time or to 
such a great degree that they can no longer deal with it] 

2 : the quality of continuing for a long time ■ We need to as¬ 
sure the endurance [= survival] of this tradition. 

en-dure Brit m'djua/ verb -dures; -dured; -dur¬ 

ing 

1 [no obj] : to continue to exist in the same state or condition 

■ This tradition has endured [=lasted] for centuries. ■ She 
wants to make sure her legacy will endure. 

2 [+ obj] a : to experience (pain or suffering) for a long time 

■ The refugees have endured [=, suffered] more hardship than 
most people can imagine. - He endured five years as a prison¬ 
er of war. b : to deal with or accept (something unpleasant) 

■ We endured the lecture for as long as we could. — often 
used in negative statements • I cannot endure [=(more com¬ 
monly) stand] the sound of her voice. ■ I refuse to endure 
[=(more commonly) put up with, stand for] such behavior any 
longer. 

— en-dur-able /m'darabal, Brit m'djuarabal/ adj ■ Such be¬ 
havior is no longer endurable. [=it is unendurable] 
— enduring adj ■ enduring [=lasting] friendships ■ an en¬ 
during tradition/legacy — en-dur-ing-ly adv ■ an endur- 
ingly popular tradition 

end user noun, pi ~ users [count] : the person who will 
eventually use a product ■ Programmers should always keep 
the end user in mind when designing a new piece of software, 
end zone noun, pi ~ zones [count] : the area beyond the 
goal line at each end of the field in American football 
en-e-ma /'enama/ noun, pi -mas [count] medical : a proce¬ 
dure in which liquid is forced into the intestines through the 
anus in order to make solid waste pass from the body ■ The 
nurse gave the patient an enema.', also : the liquid that is 
used for an enema 

en-e-my /'enami/ noun, pi -mies [count] 

1 : someone who hates another : someone who attacks or 
tries to harm another ■ They are swom/bitter enemies. ■ He 
made a lot of enemies during the course of his career. 4* If 
you are your own worst enemy you act in a way that causes 
harm to yourself or to the people or things that you care 
about. 

2 : something that harms or threatens someone or some¬ 
thing ■ Tradition is the enemy of progress. ■ In many coun¬ 
tries today, drug abuse is public enemy number one. [=the 
most dangerous threat to society] 

3 a : a group of people (such as a nation) against whom an¬ 
other group is fighting a war — usually singular ■ Some of 
the soldiers went over to the enemy. ■ He found himself be¬ 
hind enemy lines. ■ The plane was shot down by enemy fire, 
b : a military force, a ship, or a person belonging to the oth¬ 
er side in a war — usually singular ■ They targeted the enemy 
at close range. 

en-er*get'ic Aena^cfeetik/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : having or showing a lot of energy ■ She has an energetic 
personality. ■ The children are energetic workers. 

2 : involving a lot of effort ■ They mounted an energetic cam¬ 
paign. 

— en*er-get*i*caMy /,ena ,p (feetikli/ adv [more most ~] ■ 
They were working energetically. 

en*er*gize also Brit en-er-gise / , en&i<feaiz/ verb -giz«es; 
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-gized; -giz-ing [+ obj] : to give energy or excitement to 
(someone or something) • His rousing speech energized the 
crowd. • You’ll feel more energized after a bit of exercise. 

— en-er*giz-er also Brit en*er*gis*er noun, pi -ers [count] 

- energizing also Brit energising adj [more most —] 
• Our vacation was a very energizing experience. 

en»er»qy /'ena-dd/ noun, pi -gies 

1 : ability to be active : the physical or mental strength that 
allows you to do things [noncount] The kids are always so 
full of energy. • They devoted all their energy to the comple¬ 
tion of the project. ■ I have a lot of nervous energy. [=energy 
that comes from being nervous] [plural] They devoted all 
their energies to the completion of the project. 

2 [noncount] : natural enthusiasm and effort ■ She puts a lot 
of energy into her work. 

3 [noncount] : usable power that comes from heat, electrici¬ 
ty, etc. • The newer appliances conserve more energy. • an en¬ 
ergy crisis ■ renewable energy — see also nuclear energy 

4 technical : the ability of something (such as heat, light, or 
running water) to be active or do work [noncount] kinetic 
energy [plural] particles with high kinetic energies 

5 [noncount] informal : a type of power that some people be¬ 
lieve a person or place produces • I sense a lot of negative/ 
bad energy coming from her right now. ■ There’s good/posi¬ 
tive energy in this room. 

en«er*vate /'cn^.veit/ verb -vates; -vat-ed; -vat-ing [+ 

obj]formal : to make (someone or something) very weak or 
tired — usually used as (be) enervated ■ The government was 
enervated by corruption. 

— enervating adj [more most ~] • The heat was enervat¬ 
ing. — en*er-va*tion /^na^vei/an/ noun [noncount] 

ervfant ter«ri»ble /,a:n,fa:nte'ri:bl3/ noun, pi en-fants 
ter*ri-bles ^ain^ainte'ri.-bla/ [count] formal : a young and 
successful person who is sometimes shocking and does 
things in a way that is very different from normal ■ He is the 
enfant terrible [=bad boy] of daytime television. 
en*fee*bled /m'fi.bald/ adj [more most —] formal : made 
very weak or tired • They took measures to stabilize the en¬ 
feebled economy. ■ a patient enfeebled by illness 

— en-fee-ble-ment /m'fiibalmant/ noun [noncount] 
ervfold /m'fould/ verb -folds; -fold-ed; -fold-ing [+ obj] 

formal 

1 : to cover (someone or something) completely ■ The dish is 
made of vegetables enfolded in a pastry crust. ■ We watched 
as darkness enfolded the city. 

2 : to hold (someone or something) in your arms ■ He enfold¬ 
ed the child in his arms. [=he hugged the child] 

en«force /m'foas/ verb -forc-es; -forced; -forc-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make (a law, rule, etc.) active or effective : to make 
sure that people do what is required by (a law, rule, etc.) • 
Police will be enforcing the parking ban. ■ enforce a contract 

2 : to make (something) happen : to force or cause (some¬ 
thing) ■ trying to enforce obedience/cooperation 

— en-force-able /m'foasabal/ adj [more most ~] - This is 

not an enforceable contract. — en-force»ment /m'foa-s 
mant/ noun [noncount] ■ the enforcement of the treaty ■ She 
works in law enforcement. [=she works for the police! 

— en-forc-er /m*ioas&/noun, pi -ers [count] • law enforc¬ 
ers [=police officers] 

ervfrari'Chise /m'fraen,tfaiz/ verb -chis*es; -chised; 
-chis*ing [+ obj] formal : to give (someone) the legal right to 
vote ■ newly enfranchised voters — opposite disenfran¬ 
chise 

— eri'fran*chise*ment /m'fraendfaizmant/ noun [non¬ 
count] ■ She was a leader in the movement for the enfran¬ 
chisement of women in the early 20th century. 

Eng. abbr English 

en»aaae /m'geicfr/ verb -gag-es; -gaged; -gag-ing 

1 [+ obj] formal : to hire (someone) to perform a particular 
service • He was engaged as a tutor.: to pay for (help, servic¬ 
es, etc.) ■ I suggest you engage the services of a lawyer. [=1 
suggest you hire a lawyer] 

2 [+ obj] : to get and keep (someone’s attention, interest, etc.) 
■ He sure can engage an audience. ■ The story engaged my in¬ 
terest. 

3 : to start fighting against (an opponent) [+ obj] The troops 
prepared to engage the enemy, [no obj] (formal) • The troops 
prepared to engage with the enemy. — opposite disengage 

4 : to move (a mechanism or part of a machine) so that it fits 
into another part [+ obj] He engaged the clutch and drove 
away, [no obj] As I released the clutch, the gears engaged. 

— opposite DISENGAGE 


engage in [phrasal verb] 1 engage in (something) : to do 
(something) ■ At college she engaged in various sports. ■ We 
don’t engage in that sort of behavior. 2 engage (someone) 
in (something) : to cause (someone) to take part in (some¬ 
thing) ■ She engaged him in conversation. [=she started a 
conversation with him] 

engage with [phrasal verb] engage with (someone or some¬ 
thing) formal : to give serious attention to (someone or 
something) ■ The book fails to engage with the problems of 
our time. : to become involved with (someone or some¬ 
thing) • a teacher who will not engage with the students 
eivgaged /m'geicfed/ adj 

1 : promised to be married • They recently got engaged (to 
be married). ■ She’s engaged to him. • an engaged couple 

2 : busy with some activity ■ (US) He is engaged in research. 
= (Brit) He is engaged on research. • He won’t be able to at¬ 
tend because he’s otherwise engaged. [=he is busy doing 
something else] 

3 a chiefly Brit, of a telephone or telephone line : being used ■ 
The line is still engaged. [=(t/S) busy] ■ I keep getting the en¬ 
gaged tone. [=({/S) busy signal] b Brit, of a public toilet: be¬ 
ing used • Is the bathroom engaged ? [=(t/S) occupied] 

en*gage*ment /m'geicfemant/ noun, pi -merits 

1 [count] : an agreement to be married : the act of becoming 
engaged or the state of being engaged to be married ■ The 
couple recently announced their engagement. ■ She surprised 
everyone by breaking off her yearlong engagement. — often 
used before another noun ■ We’re invited to their engage¬ 
ment party. ■ an engagement ring 

2 [count] a : a promise to meet or be present at a particular 
place and time ■ He was forced to decline due to a previous 
engagement. [= commitment, appointment] • We have a dinner 
engagement this weekend, b : a job as a performer ■ She’s 
been offered several speaking engagements. 

3 : the act or state of being involved with something : in¬ 
volvement [singular] his lifelong engagement with politics 
[noncount] a lack of emotional engagement 

4 : a fight between military forces [count] a naval engage¬ 
ment [noncount] the rules of engagement 

5 [noncount] formal : the act of hiring someone to do work 
or to perform a service ■ engagement of a lawyer 

6 [noncount] : the act or result of moving a mechanism or 
part of a machine so that it fits into another part ■ engage¬ 
ment of the gears/clutch 

engaging adj [more most ~] : very attractive or pleasing 
in a way that holds your attention ■ an engaging smile ■ a very 
engaging story 

— en-gag*ing-ly adv ■ an engagingly sweet song 
en-gen*der /m'cfeenda/ verb -ders; -dered; -der-ing [+ 

obj] formal : to be the source or cause of (something) ■ The 
issue has engendered a considerable amount of debate. 
en-qine /'encfcan/ noun, pi -gines [count] 

1 : a machine that changes energy (such as heat from burn¬ 
ing fuel) into mechanical motion ■ The car has a four- 
cylinder engine. ■ jet/diesel engines 

2 : the vehicle that pulls a train : locomotive 

3 formal + literary a : something that is used for a particu¬ 
lar purpose ■ tanks, planes, and other engines of war/destruc¬ 
tion b : something that produces a particular and usually 
desirable result * The tax cut could be an engine of economic 
growth. 

- see also FIRE ENGINE, SEARCH ENGINE 
1 en»qi»neer /.encha'nia’/ noun, pi -neers [count] 

1 : a person who has scientific training and who designs and 
builds complicated products, machines, systems, or struc¬ 
tures : a person who specializes in a branch of engineering ■ 
Design engineers are working on ways to make the cars run 
more efficiently. ■ a mechanical/civil/electrical engineer • a 
software engineer 

2 a : a person who runs or is in charge of an engine in an air¬ 
plane, a ship, etc. ■ a flight engineer b US : a person who 
runs a train * The engineer stopped the train. C Brit: a per¬ 
son who is trained to repair electrical or mechanical equip¬ 
ment ■ The telephone engineer [=(£/£) repairman] soon got 
my phone working again. 

3 : a soldier who builds roads, bridges, etc. ■ Army engineers 
were called in to construct the canal. 

2 engineer verb -neers; -neered; -neer-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to plan, build, or manage (something) by using scientific 
methods — usually used as (be) engineered • The system is 
engineered [=designed] for maximum efficiency. • a well- 
engineered highway ■ engineered materials 
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2 : to produce or plan (something) especially in a clever and 
skillful way ■ a brilliantly engineered [ =crqfted] plan ■ She 
managed to engineer [ =finagle] a deal. • The rebels engineered 
a successful attack. 

3 technical : to change the genetic structure of (a plant or 
animal) — usually used as (be) engineered ■ These soybeans 
were engineered for greater yield. ■ genetically engineered 
crops 

engineering /icncfed'nirii}/ noun [ noncount] 

1 : the work of designing and creating large structures (such 
as roads and bridges) or new products or systems by using 
scientific methods ■ She studied mechanical/civil/chemical 
engineering. ■ software engineering ■ This control panel is a 
good example of smart engineering. 

2 : the control or direction of something (such as behavior) ■ 
social engineering — see also genetic engineering 

1 English /'iijgii;/ adj 

1 : of or relating to England or its people ■ an English town/ 
poet/garden ■ English customs 

2 : of or relating to the chief language of Great Britain, the 
U.S., etc. ■ They’re studying English grammar. ■ the English 
language ■ an English dictionary 

2 EnqliSh noun 

1 lnoncount] a : the chief language of Great Britain, the 
U.S., and many areas now or formerly under British control 
■ Do you speak English' ? ■ the grammar of English b : a par¬ 
ticular type of English ■ American/British/Indian/Irish En¬ 
glish C : English language, literature, or writing as a subject 
of study ■ I teach high-school English. 

2 the English : the people of England • The English tradi¬ 
tionally have afternoon tea. 

3 [noncount] : normal English that is not difficult to under¬ 
stand ■ I asked the doctor to give me my diagnosis in English, 
not medical jargon. — often used in the phrase in plain En¬ 
glish ■ She’s good at explaining difficult scientific concepts in 
plain English. ■ The contract is written in plain English. 

English breakfast noun, pi ~ -fasts [count] chiefly Brit 
: a large breakfast that usually includes eggs, meat, toast, 
and coffee or tea — compare continental breakfast 
English horn noun, pi ~ horns [count] chiefly US : a mu¬ 
sical instrument that is similar to the oboe but lower in pitch 
— called also (Brit) cor anglais 
English ivy noun, pi ~ ivies [count, noncount] US : ivy 
En-glish*man /'iijglijman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] 
: an English man 

English muffin noun, pi ~ -fins [count] US : a type of flat, 
round bread that is split and toasted just before it is eaten ■ 
We had coffee and English muffins for breakfast. — see pic¬ 
ture at BAKING 

En-glish-wom-an /'ixjgiij,woman/ noun, pi -wom-en 

/-,wim3n/ [count] : an English woman 
en-gorged /in'goa'cted/ adj [more most ~] : swollen and 


filled completely with a liquid (such as blood) ■ engorged tis¬ 
sue 

— en*gorge*ment /in'go&dsmant/ noun [noncount] 
en-grave /in'greiv/ verb -graves,- -graved,- -graving [+ 

obj] : to cut or carve lines, letters, designs, etc., onto or into a 
hard surface ■ They will engrave your initials on the ring for 
free. ■ She had the ring engraved with her initials. ■ The image 
was engraved on the plaque. — often used figuratively ■ That 
incident was engraved in my memory. = That incident en¬ 
graved itself on my memory. [=1 will never forget that inci¬ 
dent] 

— engraved adj ■ engraved wedding invitations [=wedding 
invitations that are printed from a surface that has letters, 
designs, etc., engraved into it] — en*grav*er noun, pi -ers 
[count] • He is a skillful engraver. 

engraving noun, pi -ings 

1 [noncount] : the art of cutting something into the surface 
of wood, stone, or metal ■ She studied engraving in an art 
class. 

2 [count] : a picture made from an engraved surface ■ a wood 
engraving 

en-gross /in'grous/ verb -gross-es; -grossed; -gross¬ 
ing [+ obj] : to hold the complete interest or attention of 
(someone) — usually used as (be/get) engrossed ■ She gets 
completely engrossed in her work. ■ They were engrossed in 
conversation. 

— engrossing adj [more —; most ~] ■ The book explains 
the sequence of events in engrossing detail. ■ an engrossing 
story/account/study 

en-gulf /in'g/vlf/ verb -gulfs; -gulfed; -gulf-ing [+ obj) : to 
flow over and cover (someone or something) ■ The valley 
was enguljed in a thick fog. ■ Flames engulfed the building. 

— often used figuratively ■ The city threatens to engulf the 
nearby suburbs. ■ The entire country has been engulfed by 
chaos/crisis/violence. ■ He found himself engulfed by fear. 

en-hance /m'hasns, Brit in'hams/ verb -hanc-es; 
-hanced; -hanc-ing [+ obj]: to increase or improve (some¬ 
thing) ■ You can enhance the flavor of the dish by using fresh 
herbs. ■ The image has been digitally enhanced to show more 
detail. ■ The company is looking to enhance its earnings po¬ 
tential. ■ drugs that enhance [=improve] performance = 
performance-enhancing drugs 

— enhanced ac(j • The new version includes many enhanced 
features. ■ She approached the meeting with an enhanced 
understanding of the issues. — en-hance-ment /in- 
'haensmant, Brit in'ha-.nsmant/ noun, pi -ments [non¬ 
count] techniques for color enhancement [count] software 
enhancements — en-hanc-er noun, pi -ers [count] • flavor 
enhancers 

enig-ma /I'mgma/ noun, pi -mas [count] : someone or 
something that is difficult to understand or explain ■ To his 
friends, he was always something of an enigma. ■ one of the 
great enigmas of our time 

en-ig-mat-ic /,cnig'mstik/ also en-ig-mat-i-cal / t cmg- 
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'msetikal/ adj [more most ~]: full of mystery and difficult 
to understand ■ an enigmatic answer/smile 

— en-ig-mat-i-cal-ly Aenig'msetikli/ adv • smiling enigmati¬ 
cally 

en-join /m'cfeom /verb -joins; -joined; -join-ing [+obj\for¬ 
mal 

1 : to direct or order (someone) to do something — usually 
followed by to + verb ■ The court enjoined the debtors to pay. 

2 : to prevent (someone) from doing something ■ He was en¬ 
joined by his conscience from telling a lie.; especially : to give 
a legal order preventing (someone) from doing something ■ 
The judge enjoined them from selling the property. 

ervjov /m'cfeoi/ verb -joys; -joyed; -joy-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to take pleasure in (something) ■ Did you enjoy [ =like ] the 
movie? ■ Relax and enjoy the view. ■ He always enjdys a good 
laugh. ■ No one enjoys being teased. In speech, enjoy is 
sometimes used by itself as an informal way of saying that 
you hope someone will enjoy something. ■ Here is your pie. 
Enjoy\ [=enjoy it; enjoy yourself] 

2 : to have or experience (something good or helpful) ■ She 
enjoyed great success in her new business. ■ The show en¬ 
joyed a brief surge of popularity. • They enjoyed a large in¬ 
come from their investments. 

enjoy yourself: to have a good time : to spend time doing 
something that gives you pleasure ■ He really enjoyed him¬ 
self at the party. 

— en-joy-able /m'cfeojabal/ adj [more most ~] ■ We had 
an enjoyable time. — en-joy-ably /m'cfoojabli/ adv ■ The 
book is enjoyably silly. 

en«|Oy«ment /m'cfeoimant/ noun 

1 [noncount] - a feeling of pleasure caused by doing or expe¬ 
riencing something you like • She always found sports to be a 
source of great enjoyment. ■ I read the book strictly for my 
own enjoyment. 

2 [noncount] : the condition of having and using something 
that is good, pleasant, etc. ■ the enjoyment of good health ■ 
This is land set aside for the public’s enjoyment. 

3 enjoyments [plural] : things that give you pleasure ■ life’s 
simple enjoyments [=(more commonly) pleasures] 

enlarge /m'laa-cfc/ verb -larg-es; -larged; -larg-ing : to 
make (something) larger or to become larger [+ obj] We had 
the photograph enlarged. • The company is in the process of 
enlarging [-expanding] its offices, [no obj] The glands en¬ 
large [=swell] when you have an infection. 
enlarge on/upon [phrasal verb] enlarge onAjpon (some¬ 
thing) formal : to give more information about (some¬ 
thing) ■ Would you kindly enlarge [-elaborate] on that 
point? 

— en-larg-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a photo enlarger 
en-large-ment /m'lajtfemant/ noun, pi -merits 

1 : the act of making something larger or of becoming larger 
[noncount] Symptoms include enlargement of the lymph 
nodes, [count] The plans call for an enlargement of the com¬ 
pany’s offices. 

2 [count] : a larger copy of a photograph ■ I ordered several 
enlargements. 

en-light-en /m'laitp/ verb -ens; -ened; -ending [+ obj] : to 
give knowledge or understanding to (someone) : to explain 
something to (someone) ■ I don’t understand what’s going 
on; can someone please enlighten me? 

— enlightening adj [more most ~] ■ We found the talk 
very enlightening, [-informative] 

enlightened adj [more most ~] : having or showing a 
good understanding of how people should be treated : not 
ignorant or narrow in thinking ■ an enlightened people/atti¬ 
tude/society ■ an enlightened approach to prison reform 
en*light»en«ment /m'laitpmant/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the state of having knowledge or understanding ■ the 
search for spiritual enlightenment • His comments failed to 
provide enlightenment. : the act of giving someone knowl¬ 
edge or understanding ■ the enlightenment of the public 
through education 

2 the Enlightenment: a movement of the 18th century that 
stressed the belief that science and logic give people more 
knowledge and understanding than tradition and religion 

3 Buddhism : a final spiritual state marked by the absence of 
desire or suffering 

en-list /m'hst/ verb -lists; -list-ed; -list-ing 

1 [+ obj] a : to get the support and help of (someone or 
something) ■ They’re enlisting volunteers for an experiment. ■ 
We enlisted all available resources, b : to get (help, support, 
sympathy, etc.) from someone ■ I enlisted the help of our 


neighbors. ■ We enlisted the services of a professional. 

2 a [+ obj] : to sign up (a person) for duty in the army, navy, 
etc. ■ They enlisted several new recruits, b [no obj] : to be¬ 
come a member of the army, navy, etc. ■ After graduating, I 
enlisted in the navy. 

3 [no obj]: to become involved with a large group of people 
in a cause, movement, etc. ■ He enlisted in the cause of world 
peace. 

— en-list-ee /milis'ti:, m'hsti/ noun, pi -ees [count] ■ Army 
enlistees — en-list-ment /m'hstmant/ noun, pi -merits 
[count] Enlistments in the armed forces have increased this 
year, [noncount] Military enlistment is voluntary. 

enlisted /m'hstad/ adj, always used before a noun, chiefly US 
: serving in the armed forces in a rank below the rank of of¬ 
ficers ■ an enlisted man/woman ■ enlisted personnel 
en-liv-en /m'laivan/ verb -ens; -ened; -en-ing [+ obj] : to 
make (something) more interesting, lively, or enjoyable ■ He 
enlivened his speech with a few jokes. ■ a soup enlivened by 
chili peppers ■ A few touches of color will enliven the room, 
en masse /an'mjes/ adv : as a single group : all together ■ 
Her supporters arrived en masse for the rally, 
en-mesh /m'mcj/ verb -mesh-es; -meshed; -mesh-ing 
[+ obj] : to wrap or tangle (someone or something) in a net 

— usually used as (be) enmeshed ■ The dolphin was en¬ 
meshed [=entangled] in/by the net. — often used figuratively 

■ The committee was enmeshed [= entangled] in a series of dis¬ 
putes. 

en«mi«ty /'enmati/ noun, pi -ties formal ; a very deep un¬ 
friendly feeling [noncount] There’s a long history of enmity 
between them. ■ His comments earned him the enmity of his 
coworkers, [count] We need to put aside old enmities for the 
sake of peace. 

en-no-ble /I'noubal/ verb -no-bles; -no-bled; -no-bling 

[+ obj] formal 

1 : to make (someone or something) better or more worthy 
of admiration ■ a life ennobled by suffering ■ Her skill and tal¬ 
ent ennoble her profession. 

2 : to make (someone) a member of the nobility ■ He was en¬ 
nobled by the queen. 

— en-no-ble-ment /I'noubalmant/ noun [noncount] 

— ennobling adj [more most ~] • Volunteering is an en¬ 
nobling experience. 

en-nui /,a:n'wi:/ noun [noncount] : a lack of spirit, enthusi¬ 
asm, or interest ■ He suffered from a general sense of ennui. 
[=boredom] 

enor-mi-ty /I'noamdti/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [count] formal : a shocking, evil, or immoral act — usually 
plural ■ the enormities of war 

2 [noncount] : great evil or wickedness ■ We were shocked at 
the enormity of the crime. 

3 [noncount] a ; great size ■ I was overwhelmed by the enor¬ 
mity [= immensity] of the task at hand, b : great importance 

■ They didn’t fully grasp the enormity of their decision. Al¬ 
though senses 3a and b are sometimes criticized, they are 
commonly used. 

enor-mOUS /I'noamas/ adj [more most ~]: very great in 

size or amount ■ They live in an enormous house. ■ We chose 
not to undertake the project because of the enormous costs 
involved. ■ He enjoys enormous popularity. 

— enor-mous-ly adv • Their new album is enormously pop¬ 
ular. ■ He enjoyed himself enormously. [=very much] 

— enor-mous-ness noun [noncount] ■ the enormousness 
of the house 

enough /I'nAf/ adj • equal to what is needed ■ Have you got 
enough money? • That’s enough talk for now; let’s get started. 

■ There’s enough food for everyone. ■ There’s enough room 
for five people. = There’s room enough for five people. 

2 enpuqh adv, always used after an adjective, adverb, or verb 

1 : in the amount needed : to the necessary degree ■ I 
couldn’t run fast enough to catch up with her. ■ She’s old 
enough to know better. ■ Are you rich enough to retire? ■ 
That’s good enough for me. ■ Oddly/curiously/strangely/ 
amazingly/surprisingly enough , they’ve never actually met. ■ 
As if the crowds aren't bad enough, the parking situation is 
terrible. ■ You're always ready enough [=always very or too 
ready] to blame someone else for your mistakes. ■ I was hap¬ 
py/willing enough [=1 was happy/willing] to go along with his 
plan. ■ We can do it if they help enough. 

2 : to a degree that is not very high or very low : to a reason¬ 
able extent ■ He sings well enough. [=he sings fairly well] ■ 
The solution seems simple enough. [=the solution seems fair¬ 
ly simple] 
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fair enough see 1 fair 
sure enough see 2 sure 

3 enough pronoun [noncount] : an amount that provides what 
is needed or wanted : an amount that is enough ■ There’s 
enough for everyone. ■ Have you had enough to eat? ■ He 
hasn’t had much Spanish, but he knows enough to get by. ■ 
The crowds are enough of a problem as it is, without having 
to worry about parking as well! ■ It’s enough to drive you cra¬ 
zy! ■ I’ve had (more than) enough of their foolishness. [=I’m 
sick of their foolishness] • That’s enough , young lady! I=stop 
behaving or talking in that way] 

enough is enough — used to say that you want something 
to stop because you can no longer accept or deal with it ■ I 
don’t mind loaning her a bit of money now and then, but 
enough is enough ! 

enough said informal — used in speech to say that you un¬ 
derstand what someone is telling you and no further infor¬ 
mation is needed ■ “Is he in good condition?” “Well, he ran 
in the Boston Marathon last month.” “ Enough said." 
enquire, enquiring, enquiry chiefly Brit spellings of in¬ 
quire, INQUIRING, INQUIRY 

eorage /m'reufe/ verb -rag-es; -raged; -rag*ing [+ obj] 
: to make (someone) very angry : to fill (someone) with rage 

■ His thoughtless behavior enraged us. ■ People were enraged 
by/at/over the decision. 

en-rap-ture /m'neptfa 1 / verb -tures; -tured; -tuning [+ 

obj] formal : to fill (someone) with delight ■ Her melodious 
voice enraptured the audience. — usually used as (be) enrap¬ 
tured ■ The children were enraptured by his stories. 
en*rich /m'ntf/ verb -rich-es; -riched; -rich-ing 1+ obj] 

1 : to make (someone) rich or richer ■ They tried to enrich 
themselves at the expense of the poor. 

2 : to improve the quality of (something) : to make (some¬ 
thing) better ■ Their lives were enriched by the experience. = 
It was a life-enriching experience for them. ■ Their research 
has enriched [= improved] our understanding of the problem. 

■ How can I enrich my vocabulary? 

3 : to improve the usefulness or quality of (something) by 
adding something to it ■ He used manure to enrich the soil. ■ 
The drink is enriched with vitamin C. ■ enriched flour 

— en-rich-ment /m'ntfmant/ noun [noncount] ■ after¬ 
school enrichment programs ■ uranium enrichment 

en«roll (US) or chiefly Brit en-rol /m'roul/ verb -rolls; 
-rolled; -rolling 

1 [+ obj] : to enter (someone) as a member of or participant 
in something — usually + in ■ They enrolled their children in 
a private school. ■ He enrolled himself in a weight-loss pro¬ 
gram. [=he joined a weight-loss program] 

2 a [+ obj : to take (someone) as a member or participant ■ 
The college enrolls about 25,000 students. ■ They enrolled 
several volunteers for the study, b [no obj] : to become a 
member or participant — usually + in ■ After graduating 
from high school he enrolled in the army. ■ We enrolled in the 
history course. 

— en-roll-ment (.US) or chiefly Brit en*rol*ment 

/m'roulmant/ noun, pi -merits [noncount] the enrollment 
of volunteers ■ School enrollment is up this year, [count] 
School enrollments are up this year, 
en route /an'ru:t/ adv : on or along the way when you are 
going to a place ■ We stopped to eat en route to the museum. 

— en route adj ■ They arrived early despite several en route 
delays. 

en-sconce /m'skains/ verb -scon-ces; -sconced; 
-sconc-ing [+ obj] : to firmly place or hide (someone or 
something) - The sculpture is safely ensconced behind glass. ■ 
He ensconced himself in front of the television. • She’s al¬ 
ready ensconced in her new job. [=she is comfortably settled 
into her new job] 

en-sem-ble /an'saimbal/ noun, pi -sem-bles [count] : a 
group of people or things that make up a complete unit 
(such as a musical group, a group of actors or dancers, or a 
set of clothes) ■ We went to listen to a new jazz ensemble. ■ 
She wore an elegant three-piece ensemble. ■ The actor per¬ 
formed an ensemble piece. 

en-shrine /m'/ram/ verb -shrines; -shrined; -shrin-ing 

[+ obj] formal : to remember and protect (someone or some¬ 
thing that is valuable, admired, etc.) — usually used as (be) 
enshrined ■ The artifacts are now safely enshrined in a muse¬ 
um. • great players enshrined in the Hall of Fame ■ These 
rights are enshrined in the U.S. Constitution, 
en-shroud /m'Jraud/ verb -shrouds; -shroud-ed; 


-shroud-ing [+ obj] formal: to cover (something or some¬ 
one) in a way that makes seeing or understanding difficult • 
The details of his life are enshrouded [=(more commonly) 
shrouded] in mystery- ■ Darkness enshrouded the earth, 
en-sign /'cnsan, 'en,sain/ noun, pi -signs [count] 

1 : an officer of the lowest rank in the U.S. Navy 

2 : a flag that is flown on a ship to show what country the 
ship belongs to 

en-slave /m'sleiv/ verb -slaves; -slaved; -slav-ing [+ obj ] 

: to make (someone) a slave — usually used as (be) enslaved • 
Her ancestors were enslaved during the war. — sometimes 
used figuratively • She felt like she was enslaved in a loveless 
marriage. 

— en-slave-ment /m'sleivmant/ noun [noncount] — en- 
slav-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

en-snare /m'snea•/ verb -snares; -snared; -snar-ing [+ 

obj] : to catch (an animal or person) in a trap or in a place 
from which there is no escape ■ The animals got ensnared in 
the net. ■ The police successfully ensnared the burglar. — of¬ 
ten used figuratively ■ He was ensnared [=trapped, caught] in/ 
by his own web of lies. ■ The project became hopelessly en¬ 
snared [=entangled] in red tape. 
en-Slie /m'su:, Brit m'sju:/ verb -sues; -sued; -su-ing [no 
obj] : to come at a later time : to happen as a result ■ When 
the news broke, a long period of chaos ensued. [= followed] 

— ensuing adj • In the ensuing weeks, [=in the weeks after¬ 
ward] her health gradually improved. 

en Suite /an*swi:t/ adj or adv — used to describe a bedroom 
to which a bathroom is directly connected or a bathroom 
that is directly connected to a bedroom ■ an en suite bed¬ 
room/bathroom ■ The bathroom is en suite. 
en-sure /m'Jua•/ verb -sures; -sured; -sur-ing [+ obj] : to 
make (something) sure, certain, or safe • They took steps to 
ensure the safety of the passengers. ■ We want to ensure 
[=make certain/sure] that it doesn’t happen again, 
en-tail /m'teil/ verb -tails; -tailed; -tail-ing [+ obj] : to have 
(something) as a part, step, or result ■ I’ll need to know a lit¬ 
tle more about what the job entails. [=involves] ■ The proce¬ 
dure does entail [=carry] certain risks. ■ He accepted the re¬ 
sponsibility, with all that it entails. 
en-tan-gle /m'tzeogal/ verb -tan-gles; -tan-gled; -tan¬ 
gling [+ obj] 

1 : to cause (something) to get caught in or twisted with 
something else : tangle — usually used as (be/get) entan¬ 
gled • The kite got entangled in the tree. ■ She tried to get up, 
but her foot was entangled in the strap. ■ The birds fly into 
the net and become entangled. 

2 : to get (someone) involved in a confusing or difficult situ¬ 
ation — usually used as (be/get) entangled ■ They were entan¬ 
gled in a messy lawsuit. "He was/got romantically entangled 
with the girl next door. 

— en*tan*gle*ment /m'tserjgalmant/ noun, pi -ments 
[count] romantic/legal entanglements [noncount] the en¬ 
tanglement of his kite in the tree 

en-ter /'enta7 verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing 

1 : to go or come into (something) [+ obj] Knock on the 
door before you enter the room. ■ The medication will quick¬ 
ly enter the blood stream. • The river enters the sea near here. 
[no obj] Knock before you enter. = Knock before entering. 
[=knock on the door before you open it to go into the room] 

■ You may enter now. — opposite exit 

2 [+ obj] a : to begin to be in (an organization, school, etc.) 

■ Our son will be entering college next year, b : to cause 
(someone) to be in an organization, school, etc. ■ enter a 
child in kindergarten ■ (Brit) We entered him for a good 
school. 

3 [+ obj] a : to start to do something ■ He was a teacher be¬ 
fore he entered politics. [=before he began his political ca¬ 
reer] ■ He’s been faced with many scandals since he entered 
office. [=since he began his term in office] ■ The new battle¬ 
ship is scheduled to enter service next spring, b ; to begin 
to be in (a particular situation, period of time, etc.) ■ enter 
middle age ■ an actor who’s just now entering his prime ■ The 
strike has now entered its second week. ■ We’ve entered a new 
phase in our relationship. • The country is entering a period 
of prosperity. ■ Entering [=at the start of] the season, he was 
expected to be an important part of the team. ■ The word has 
entered common usage [^become commonly used] in recent 
decades. C : to appear for the first time in (something) ■ He 
entered the game in the fifth inning. ■ The company has sev¬ 
eral new products now entering the marketplace. 

4 a : to officially say that you will be in a race, competition. 


enterprise • entire 


554 


etc. (+ obj] She entered every race. ■ Several leading players 
have entered the tournament, [no obj] She won the race last 
year, but this year she decided not to enter. • {Brit) He entered 
for the tournament, b [+ obj] : to officially say that (some¬ 
one) will be in a race, competition, etc. • Her coach entered 
her in every race. If you are entered in a race, competi¬ 
tion, etc., you are one of the people who are competing in it. 

■ She was entered in every race. 

5 [+ obj] a : to include (something) in a book, list, etc. ■ The 
teacher entered my name on the roster. • enter an item in a 
journal • These words are not yet entered in the dictionary. 
l=they do not yet appear in the dictionary] b : to type in 
(words, data, etc.) on a computer ■ You need to enter your 
password in order to log on. ■ Please enter the new data in the 
spreadsheet. 

6 [+ obj] : to make or state (something) in a formal and offi¬ 
cial way ■ enter a complaint • The defendant entered a guilty 
plea to a lesser charge of manslaughter. 

enter into [phrasal verb] enter into (something) 1 : to begin 
to be in or to take part in (something) • enter into a discus¬ 
sion ■ enter into an agreement ■ The two companies finally 
entered into a partnership. 2 : to be a part of or to influ¬ 
ence (something, such as a choice or decision) ■ You 
shouldn't allow your prejudices to enter into your decision. 
3 : to share or become involved in (something) ■ You need 
to enter into the spirit of the occasion. 
enter on/upon [phrasal verb] enter on/upon (something) : to 
begin to be in or to take part in (something) • She will soon 
be entering on [=starting] a new career. ■ The country is en¬ 
tering upon a period of prosperity. 
enter the picture/scene 1 : to become involved in some¬ 
thing ■ The company went through many drastic changes 
after its new owner entered the scene. 2 or enter (into) 
the equation : to become something that must be consid¬ 
ered or dealt with ■ Once politics enters the picture, chances 
for a quick settlement are greatly reduced. ■ Money didn’t 
enter the equation when he offered to help. [=he didn’t ex¬ 
pect to be paid for helping] 

enter your mind/head : to occur in your thoughts • The 
idea of quitting never entered my mind. [=1 never thought 
of quitting] 

en-ter-prise /’ent^praiz/ noun, pi -pris*es 

1 [count] : a project or activity that involves many people 
and that is often difficult ■ Moving the drilling rig offshore 
was a costly enterprise. ■ a criminal enterprise ■ Agriculture is 
the main economic enterprise among these people. 

2 [count] : a business organization ■ When he purchased the 
company it was a thriving commercial enterprise. ■ The new 
regulations are intended to encourage the growth of small, 
independent enterprises, [companies] 

3 [noncount] : the ability or desire to do dangerous or diffi¬ 
cult things or to solve problems in new ways • She showed 
great enterprise [-initiative] as a young reporter. ■ He was 
criticized for his lack of enterprise in dealing with the crisis. 
- see also free enterprise, private enterprise 

en*ter*pris*ing /’enta^praizig/ adj [more —; most ~]: hav¬ 
ing or showing the ability or desire to do new and difficult 
things ■ As an enterprising young reporter, she covered many 
important stories. 

en»ter»tain /.cnt»'tem/ verb -tains; -tained; -tainting 

1 : to have people as guests in your home or in a public place 
(such as a restaurant) [+ obj] They like to entertain their 
friends at their summer home. ■ Much of his job as a sales¬ 
man involves entertaining clients, [no obj] They enjoy cook¬ 
ing and entertaining. [=hosting dinner parties and other so¬ 
cial occasions] 

2 a [+ obj] : to perform for (an audience) : to provide amuse¬ 
ment for (someone) by singing, acting, etc. • Jugglers were 
on hand to entertain the crowd. • Our father entertained us 
with stories, b : to provide or be entertainment for (some¬ 
one) [+ obj] Our father’s stories entertained us. [no obj] Our 
father’s stories never failed to entertain. [=his stories were al¬ 
ways enjoyable] 

3 [+ obj] : to have (a thought, idea, etc.) in your mind • She 
was so unhappy with her job that she entertained thoughts of 
quitting. (=she thought about quitting] • It now seems possi¬ 
ble to entertain hopes [=to hope] that the strike will be settled 
soon. 

en-ter*tain«er Aenta-'tem^/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person 
(such as a singer, an actor, or a comedian) who entertains 
other people : a professional performer ■ a singer regarded as 
one of the great entertainers of our time 


entertaining Aenta-'temn)/ adj [more most —]: amusing 
and enjoyable : providing entertainment ■ an entertaining 
book ■ an entertaining speaker 

— en-terdain-ing-ly adv ■ She wrote an entertainingly hon¬ 
est account of her childhood. 

en»ter»tain»ment Aenta-'temmsnt/ noun, pi -ments 

1 : amusement or pleasure that comes from watching a per¬ 
former, playing a game, etc. [noncount] Entertainment was 
provided by jugglers. ■ plays, movies, and other forms of en¬ 
tertainment • They played games in the evening for entertain¬ 
ment. [count] plays, movies, and other entertainments 

2 [noncount] : the act of amusing or entertaining people ■ 
They hired a band for the entertainment of the guests. [=to 
entertain the guests] 

en-thrall (chiefly US) or Brit emthral /m'0ra:l/ verb 
-thralls; -thralled; -thrall-ing [+ obj] : to hold the atten¬ 
tion of (someone) by being very exciting, interesting, or 
beautiful • The movie has enthralled [= charmed , captivated] 
audiences across the country. — often used as (be) en¬ 
thralled • I was enthralled by/with the beauty of the land¬ 
scape. 

— enthralling adj [more —; most ■ The movie is an en¬ 

thralling adventure story. 

enthrone /m'eroun/ verb -thrones; -throned; -thron¬ 
ing [+ obj] : to make (someone) a king, queen, bishop, etc., 
in a formal ceremony — usually used as (be) enthroned • The 
archbishop was enthroned last year. 

— en*throne*ment /m'Oroonmant/ noun, pi -ments 

[count, noncount] 

en-thuse /m'0u:z, Brit m'0ju:z/ verb -thus-es; -thused; 
-thusdng 

1 a [+ obj] : to say (something) with enthusiasm • “This din¬ 
ner is wonderful!” he enthused, b [no obj] : to show enthusi¬ 
asm : to talk about something with enthusiasm — usually + 
over or about ■ She enthused over I about the variety of flowers 
in the garden. 

2 [+ obj] : to make (someone) enthusiastic • His presentation 
failed to enthuse the committee. 

— enthused adj [more most ] ■ The committee mem¬ 
bers are not enthused [=enthusiastic] about the project. 

en»thu»si*asm /m'Ou.ziigezam, Brit m'0ju:zi,2ezDm/ noun, 

pi -asms 

1 [noncount] : strong excitement about something : a strong 
feeling of active interest in something that you like or enjoy ■ 
The party supported its candidate with enthusiasm. • He 
seems to lack enthusiasm for the work he’s doing. 

2 [count]: something causing a feeling of excitement and ac¬ 
tive interest : a hobby that someone feels enthusiastic about 
■ Among his latest enthusiasms are sailing and fishing. 

en-thu-si-ast /m'Ouiz^gest, Brit m'0ju:zi,2est/ noun, pi 
-asts [count] : a person who feels enthusiasm for something 
: a person who enjoys something very much • a golf enthusi¬ 
ast 

en«thu«si*as*tic /m^uizi'aestik, Brit m,0ju;zi'2estik/ adj 
[more most — ] : feeling or showing strong excitement 
about something : filled with or marked by enthusiasm • 
They were enthusiastic supporters of the president. ■ I’m not 
wildly enthusiastic about your latest idea. • They were less 
than enthusiastic. = They were far from enthusiastic. • She re¬ 
ceived an enthusiastic welcome. 

— en*thu*si*as*ti*caMy /m,0u:zi'2estikli, Brit m,0ju:zi- 
'sestikli/ adv ■ They welcomed her enthusiastically. 

en-tice /m'tais/ verb -tic»es; -ticed; -ticking [+ obj] : to at¬ 
tract (someone) especially by offering or showing something 
that is appealing, interesting, etc. ■ The store hopes to entice 
[=tempt, lure) shoppers with attractive window displays. 

— en*tlce*ment /m'taismant/ noun, pi -ments [count] The 
city offered the company tax breaks as an enticement [in¬ 
ducement] to build a factory there, [noncount] using at¬ 
tractive displays for the enticement of customers 
— enticing adj [more most —] • an enticing display of 
merchandise — en-tlc»lng*ly /m'taisirjli/ adv [more 
most —] 

entire /m'Uya/ adj : complete or full : not lacking or leav¬ 
ing out any part ■ We spent the entire [-whole] day at the 
beach. • He had entire [= complete, total] control of the 
project. ■ The war affected an entire generation of young 
Americans. • the entire community ■ The fence runs along 
the entire length of the building. ■ She has dedicated her en¬ 
tire life to helping others. • He was listening the entire time. 
(=the whole time, all the time] 

— en-tlre-ly adv ■ The decision is entirely yours. ■ That’s an 
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entirely different question. = That’s a different question en¬ 
tirely. 

en-tire-ty /m'tajari/ noun [noncount] : the whole or total 
amount of something ■ the entirety of an estate 
In Its/their entirety : with nothing left out ■ He played the 
song in its entirety. [=he played the entire song] • His com¬ 
ments will be broadcast in their entirety, [-all of his com¬ 
ments will be broadcast] 

en-ti-tle /m'tait]/ verb -ti-tles; -tl-tled; -tl.tling [+ obj] 

1 : to give a title to (something, such as a book) : TITLE ■ He 
entitled his book “My Life on Mars.” 

2 : to give a right to (someone) — + to ■ The card entitles us 
to a discount. [=we can get a discount because we have this 
card] — often used as (be) entitled ■ I'm entitled to a refund. 
[=1 should be given a refund] ■ You’re entitled to your opin¬ 
ion. [=1 don’t agree with you, but you are free to think what 
you want] 

en*ti*tle*ment /m'taitlmant/ noun, pi -merits 

1 [ noncount ] a : the condition of having a right to have, do, 
or get something ■ my entitlement to a refund b : the feeling 
or belief that you deserve to be given something (such as spe¬ 
cial privileges) ■ celebrities who have an arrogant sense of en¬ 
titlement 

2 [count] US : a type of financial help provided by the gov¬ 
ernment for members of a particular group ■ entitlements 
such as medical aid for the elderly and poor 

en-ti-ty /'entati/ noun, pi -ties [count] formal : something 
that exists by itself : something that is separate from other 
things • One division of the company was broken off as a sep¬ 
arate entity. ■ a business/commercial/corporate entity • gov- 
emment/political/legal entities - distinct/independent entities 

en-tomb /m'tu:m/ verb -tombs; -tombed; -tombing [+ 
obj] : to place (someone or something) in a tomb — often 
used as (be) entombed • The remains of former kings are en¬ 
tombed there. — sometimes used figuratively ■ fossils en¬ 
tombed in sediment 

— en-tomb-ment /m'tu-.mmant/ noun, pi -ments [count, 
noncount] 

en-to-mol-o-gy /lenta'madacfci/ noun [noncount] : a 
branch of science that deals with the study of insects 

— en-to-mo-log-i-cal Aentama'laicfeikal/ adj * entomologi¬ 
cal studies — en-to-mol-o-gist /.enta'mailacfeist/ noun, pi 
-gists [count] 

en-tou-rage /,a:ntu'ra: 3 / noun, pi -rag-es [count] : a 
group of people who go with and assist an important person ■ 
the President and his entourage 

en-trails /'en,treilz/ noun [plural] : the internal organs of an 
animal ■ sheep entrails — sometimes used figuratively • ex¬ 
amining the entrails of a computer 
1 entrance /'entrans/ noun, pi -tranc-es 

YXcount] : the act of entering something ■ the entrance of the 
army into the city ■ the country’s entrance into war • The 
book describes his entrance into politics. ■ The thieves gained 
entrance to/into our house by breaking a window. ■ She al¬ 
ways knew how to make a grand entrance. ■ Everyone no¬ 
ticed when she made her entrance. [=when she entered] 

2 [count] : something (such as a door) that is used for enter¬ 
ing something ■ The main entrance is on the left side. * There 
are two entrances to the park. ■ The ship passed through the 
narrow entrance to the bay. ■ a building's front/back/side/ 
main entrance • a large entrance hall [=a hall located near an 
entrance to a building] — compare ‘EXIT 1 

3 [noncount] : the right to enter something ■ We gained en¬ 
trance [=entry, admission] to the club. • He was denied en¬ 
trance into the country. ■ She applied for entrance at/to sev¬ 
eral colleges. — often used before another noun ■ a college 
entrance exam ■ an entrance fee 

2 en«trance /m'traens, Brit m'trains/ verb -tranc-es; 
-tranced; -tranc-lng [+ obj] : to fill (someone) with delight 
and wonder — usually used as (be) entranced ■ We were en¬ 
tranced by/with the magnificent view. 

— en-trance-ment /m'trsensmant, Brit m'tramsmant/ noun 
[noncount] — entrancing adj [more most —] ■ an en¬ 
trancing view 

en-trant /'entrant/ noun, pi -trants [count] : a person who 
enters something (such as a competition) ■ Each entrant had 
to agree to the contest rules. ■ new entrants into a highly 
competitive field 

en-trap /m'traep/ verb -traps; -trapped; -trap-ping [+ obj] 
formal : to catch (someone or something) in a trap or in 
something like a trap : trap • We used the net to entrap a 
school of fish. ■ The air bubbles were entrapped in ice. ■ She 


felt that she was entrapped in an unhappy marriage. 
en*trap-ment /m'traepmant/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the act of entrapping someone or something or the con¬ 
dition of being entrapped ■ her entrapment in an unhappy 
marriage 

2 : the illegal act of tricking someone into committing a 
crime so that the person you have tricked can be arrested ■ 
His lawyer argued that he was a victim of police entrapment. 

en-treat /m'tri:t/ verb -treats; -treat-ed; -treat-1ng [+ obj] 
formal : to ask (someone) in a serious and emotional way ■ 1 
entreat you to help me. - His parents entreated [=implored, 
begged] him to return to school, 
en-treaty /m'trkti/ noun, pi -treat-les [count] formal: a se¬ 
rious request for something ■ The senator has resisted repeat¬ 
ed entreaties [-appeals] to run for president. ■ He finally suc¬ 
cumbed to their entreaties. [=he did what they asked] 
en-tree or en-tree /'a:n,trei/ noun, pi -tr€es or -trees 

1 [count] : the main dish of a meal especially in a restaurant • 
We had steak as an entree. 

2 formal a [count] : the act or manner of entering some¬ 
thing ■ She made a graceful entree [= entrance] into the ball¬ 
room. • His entree [=entry] into the restaurant business was 
unexpected, b [noncount] : the right to enter something ■ 
His family connections have given him entree [gentry] into 
the most exclusive clubs in the city. 

en-trench /m'trentf/ verb -trench-es; -trenched; 
-trench-ing [+ obj] : to place (someone or something) in a 
very strong position that cannot easily be changed ■ officials 
who have tried to entrench themselves in office 

— entrenched adj [more most ~] ■ These attitudes are 
(deeply/firmly) entrenched in our culture. ■ Computers are 
now an entrenched part of modem life. — entrench¬ 
ment /m'trentfmant/ noun [noncount] • the entrenchment 
of certain attitudes 

en-tre-pre-neur Aaintrapra'nay noun, pi -neurs [count] 

: a person who starts a business and is willing to risk loss in 
order to make money 

— en-tre-pre-neur-ial /^intrapra'n^rial/ adj ■ entrepre¬ 
neurial skills — en-tre-pre-neur-shlp Aaintrapra'na^/ip/ 
noun [noncount] ■ admired for her entrepreneurship 

en-trust /m'trAst/ verb -trusts; -trust-ed; -trust-lng [+ 
obj] : to give someone the responsibility of doing something 
or of caring for someone or something ■ She was entrusted 
with the job of organizing the reception. ■ entrust your car to 
a friend = entrust a friend with your car 
en-try /'entri/ noun, pi -tries 

1 [noncount] : the act of entering something ■ His parents 
tried to make his entry into school life as smooth as possible. 
■ His friends were surprised by his entry into politics. ■ The 
thieves gained entry [=they entered] through a back window. 

2 [noncount] : the right to enter something • He was able to 
gain entry [= entrance , admission] to an exclusive club. ■ She 
was denied entry into the courtroom. ■ students competing 
for entry into the college ■ The sign read “No Entry." [=“do 
not enter”] — often used before another noun ■ an entry fee/ 
form 

3 [count] : a place for entering something ■ He hung up his 
hat in the entry, (-entryway] ■ the south entry [=entrance] of 
the church — see also port of entry 

4 a [noncount] : the act of entering something in a book, list, 
etc. - The word is not common enough for entry in the dictio¬ 
nary. ■ She was hired to do data entry. [=to enter data on a 
computer] b [count] : something that is entered in a book, 
list, etc. ■ dictionary entries ■ a diary entry • a database entry 

5 [count] a : a person or thing that is entered in a contest ■ 
Her pie was the winning entry in the baking competition. ■ 
The race has attracted a record number of entries, b chiefly 
Brit : the number of people or things entered in a contest ■ 
The race has attracted a record entry. 

entry-level adj ' at the lowest level : at the level of some¬ 
one who is just starting a job or career • The company is 
looking to fill several entry-level positions, 
en-try-way / l entri,wei/ noun, pi -ways [count] : a place for 
entering something ■ A truck was blocking the entryway. 
[=entry, entrance] 

en-twine /m'twain/ verb -twines; -twined; -twln-lng : to 

twist together or around [+ obj] The snake entwined itself 
around the branch. — often used as (be) entwined • The roses 
were entwined in an iron fence. — often used figuratively ■ 
Their lives were tragically entwined. [=intertwined] ■ The 
themes in the novel are closely entwined, [no obj] Their lives 
entwined tragically. 
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enu-mer-ate /i'nu:m3,reit, Brit I'njuima^eit/ verb -ates; 
-at-ed; -at«ing [+ obj] : to name (things) one after another 
in a list ■ Let me enumerate my reasons for doing this. 

— enu*mer-a*tion /i.nuima'reijan, Brit ijnjuima'reijan/ 
noun, pi -tions [count, noncount] 

enun*ci-ate /i'nAnsi,eit/ verb -ates; -at*ed; -at*ing 

1 [+ obj] formal : to make a clear statement of (ideas, beliefs, 
etc.) • He set out to enunciate the basic principles of his sys¬ 
tem. ■ enunciate a basic set of beliefs 

2 ; to pronounce words or parts of words clearly [+ obj] Be 
sure to enunciate [=articulate ] every syllable, [no obj] Chil¬ 
dren should be taught to enunciate clearly. 

— enun-ci-a-tion /^nAnsi'eiJan/ noun [noncount] ■ the 
enunciation of principles • precise enunciation — enun-ci- 
a-tor /I'nAnsiidtay noun, pi -tors [count] ■ a careful enun- 
ciator 

en-vel-op /m'vElap/ verb -ops; -oped; -op*ing [+ obj \: to 
completely cover (someone or something) : to completely 
enclose or surround (someone or something) ■ She enveloped 
[-wrapped] the baby in a large towel. ■ Mist enveloped the 
mountains. = The mountains were enveloped by/in mist. 

— en-vebop-ment/m'vElapmant/ noun [ noncount ] 
en»ve*lope /'Enva.loup, 'ainva.loop/ noun, pi -lopes 

[count] : an enclosing cover for a letter, card, etc. — see pic¬ 
ture at MAIL 

push the envelope : to go beyond the usual or normal lim¬ 
its by doing something new, dangerous, etc. • a director 
who has pushed the envelope in his recent films ■ a new air¬ 
plane design that pushes the envelope 
eri'Vi-able /'Envijabal/ adj [more most ~] : causing envy 
: very desirable • The company is in the enviable position of 
having no real competitors. ■ an enviable task ■ She has an en¬ 
viable reputation for honesty. — compare unenviable 

— en-vi-ably /'envijabli/ adv ■ The company has had envi¬ 
ably high profits. 

en-vi-OUS /'envijas/ adj [more most ~] : feeling or show¬ 
ing a desire to have what someone else has : feeling or show¬ 
ing envy ■ envious neighbors ■ an envious look — often + of m 
His neighbors were envious [-jealous] o/his success. 

— en-vi-ous-ly adv ■ We looked enviously at his new car. 
en«vi»ron»ment /m'vairanmant/ noun, pi -ments 

1 : the conditions that surround someone or something : the 
conditions and influences that affect the growth, health, 
progress, etc., of someone or something [count] He grew up 
in a loving environment. ■ an informal office environment ■ 
We’re trying to create a better business/leaming environ¬ 
ment. • These animals were raised in a controlled environ¬ 
ment. ■ Many plants are unable to survive in such a harsh/ 
hostile environment, [noncount] Heredity and environment 
are both important. 

2 the environment: the natural world ■ Pollution is bad for 
the environment. • protecting the (natural) environment 

— en*vi*ron*men*tal /n^vairan'mentj/ adj • The chemical 
refinery explosion was an environmental disaster. ■ environ¬ 
mental laws ■ environmental protection — en-vi*ron»men- 
tal-ly /n^vairan'mentji/ adv • environmentally safe meth¬ 
ods of waste disposal 

en«vi*ron«men*tal*iSt /n^vairan'mEntalist/ noun, pi -ists 
[count] : a person who works to protect the natural world 
from pollution and other threats 

— en-vi-ron-men-taMsm /ir^vairan'mentalizm/ noun 
[noncount] 

eivvi-rons /m'vairanz/ noun [plural] : the area that is 
around a place (such as a city) • We bought a guide to New 
York and (its) environs. • a town and its immediate environs 
en-vis-age /m'vizicfe/ verb -ag>es; -aged; -ag*ing [+ obj ] 
: to picture (something) in your mind : ENVISION ■ I envisage 
a day when proper health care will be available to everyone. 

Envisage is used in U.S. English but it is more common in 
British English. 

en*vi*sion /m'vi 3 an/ verb -sions; -sioned; -sion-ing [+ 

obj] chiefly US : to think of (something that you believe 
might exist or happen in the future) : to picture (something) 
in your mind • The inventor envisioned many uses for his cre¬ 
ation. ■ She envisioned a better life for herself, 
en-voy / l En,voi, , a:n-/ noun, pi en«voys [count] : a person 
who is sent by one government to represent it in dealing with 
another government ■ diplomatic envoys ■ a special envoy 
1 en*vy /'cnvi/ noun [noncount] 

1 : tne feeling of wanting to have what someone else has ■ 
my envy of his success ■ Their exotic vacations inspired envy 
in/among their friends. • We watched with envy as the yacht 


slid past us. ■ They were green with envy. [=they were filled 
with envy; they were very envious] ■ Her beautiful hair was 
an object of envy. [=people felt envy because of her beautiful 
hair] — sometimes used humorously after a noun that indi¬ 
cates an object of envy • My neighbor’s new lawn mower has 
given me a bad case of lawn mower envy. [=I’m very envious 
of my neighbor’s new lawn mower] 

2 : someone or something that causes envy — used in the 
phrase the envy of m She was the envy of all her friends. [=all 
her friends envied her] • Our car was the envy of the neigh¬ 
borhood. [=the neighbors envied us for our car] 

2 envy verb -vies; -vied; -vy-ing [+ obj] : to feel a desire to 
have what someone else has : to feel envy because of (some¬ 
one or something) ■ I envy you for your large group of 
friends. ■ They envied his success. = They envied him for his 
success. ■ I envy the way you’ve made so many friends. • I 
don’t envy you your dental problems. [=I’m glad that I don’t 
have your dental problems] 

en-zyme /'En.zaim/ noun, pi -zymes [count] technical : a 
chemical substance in animals and plants that helps to cause 
natural processes (such as digestion) 

— en-zy.mat*ic /^nza'mzetik/ adj 

eon (US) or chiefly Brit ae*on /'i:,a:n/ noun, pi eons [count] 
: a very long period of time — usually plural • Over the eons, 
the river changed its course many times. ■ (informal) How 
have you been? I haven’t seen you in eonsl [=ages] 
ep-au-let (chiefly US) or chiefly Brit ep*au-lette Acpa'lct/ 
noun, pi -lets [count] : a decorative piece on the shoulder of 
a uniform 

ephem*era /I'fEmara/ noun [plural] : things that are impor¬ 
tant or useful for only a short time : items that were not 
meant to have lasting value • He has a large collection of old 
menus and other ephemera. 

ephem-er-al /I'femaral/ adj [more most -] : lasting a 
very short time "His fame turned out to be ephemeral, 
[^short-lived] 

1 ep-l"c /'cpik/ noun, pi -ics [count] 

1 : a long poem that tells the story of a hero’s adventures ■ 
Homer’s ancient Greek epic “The Odyssey” 

2 : a long book, movie, etc., that usually tells a story about 
exciting events or adventures 

2 epic adj 

1 : telling a story about a hero or about exciting events or 
adventures ■ an epic poem ■ an epic film/novel 

2 [more most ~] : very great or large and usually difficult 
or impressive ■ The football game was an epic battle between 
two great teams. ■ The bridge was an epic achievement. ■ The 
company is engaged in an epic struggle for suivival. ■ an ac¬ 
complishment of epic proportions ■ undertaking an epic 
journey 

epi*cen-ter (US) or Brit epi-cen-tre / l Epi,senta>/ noun, pi 
-ters [count] : the part of the earth’s surface that is directly 
above the place where an earthquake starts 
ep'i-cure /'Epi.kjua-/ noun, pi -cures [count] formal : a per¬ 
son who appreciates fine food and drink : GOURMET 
ep*i*CU-re-an Aepikju'riijan, ^pi'kjuriijan/ adj involving 
an appreciation of fine food and drink : of or relating to an 
epicure ■ a person of epicurean tastes ■ epicurean delights/ 
pleasures 

— epicurean noun, pi -reans [count] • affluent epicureans 
[=epicures] 

ep-i-dem-ic Aepa'dEmik/ noun, pi -ics [count] 

1 medical : an occurrence in which a disease spreads very 
quickly and affects a large number of people ■ a flu epidemic 
• the AIDS epidemic 

2 : a sudden quickly spreading occurrence of something 
harmful or unwanted ■ a crime epidemic • an epidemic of 
bankruptcies 

— epidemic adj ■ an epidemic disease ■ The violence has 
now reached epidemic proportions. 

ep-i-de-mi-ol'O-gy /,Ep3,di:mi'a:l3tfei/ noun [noncount] 
medical : the study of how disease spreads and can be con¬ 
trolled 

— ep-i*de-mi-o-log-i*cal /(Cps^Kmija'laicbiksl/ also US 
ep*i’de*mi*o*log*ic /|Ep9,di;mij3'la:(feik/- ep*i*de- 
mi*ol*o*gist /,Ep3,di:mi , a:l3cfeist/ noun, pi -gists [count] 

epi-der-mis Aepa'da-mas/ noun [noncount] medical : the 
outer layer of skin 

— epi-der-mal Aepa'da-mal/ adj ■ epidermal tissues 
epi*du*ral /.Epa'dural, Brit ^pa'djuaral/ noun, pi -rals 

[count] medical : an injection of a substance into a person’s 
spine to cause the lower part of the body to become unable 
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to feel pain • Many women undergoing childbirth are given 
epidurals. 

ep-i-gram /‘ep9,gr2em/ noun, pi -grams [count] : a short 
and clever poem or saying 

— ep-i«gram*mat*ic Aepagra'mietik/ adj ■ epigrammatic 
poetry — ep-i-gram»ma*tist Acpg'grsemgtist/ noun, pi 
-tists [count] 

ep-i-lep*sy /'epgjepsi/ noun [noncount] medical : a disor¬ 
der of the nervous system that can cause people to suddenly 
become unconscious and to have violent, uncontrolled 
movements of the body 

1 ep-i-lep a tic Aepg'leptik/ adj, medical : having epilepsy • ep¬ 
ileptic patients : resulting from epilepsy ■ an epileptic seizure 
2 epileptic noun, pi -tics [count] medical : a person who has 
epilepsy 

ep-i'logue /'ep9|la:g/ noun, /7/-logues [count ]: a final sec¬ 
tion or speech after the main part of a book, play, or musical 
composition — sometimes used figuratively ‘His final years 
were a peaceful epilogue to a life of adventure. — compare 

PROLOGUE 

epiph*a*ny A'pifani/ noun, pi -nies 

1 Epiphany [singular] : a Christian festival held on January 
6 in honor of the coming of the three kings to the infant 
Jesus Christ 

2 [count] : a moment in which you suddenly see or under¬ 
stand something in a new or very clear way • Seeing her fa¬ 
ther again when she was an adult was an epiphany that 
changed her whole view of her childhood. • She experienced 
an epiphany. 

epiS'CO-pal /i'pisk9p9l I adj 

1 : of or relating to a bishop or to bishops as a group ■ an 
episcopal conference ■ episcopal teachings 

2 Episcopal: of or relating to either the Protestant Episco¬ 
pal Church in the U.S. or the Episcopal Church in Scotland ■ 
an Episcopal [= Episcopalian ] church/clergyman 

EpiS'CO'padian /i,pisk9'peilj9n/«ow/i,p/-lians [count] : a 
member of either the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
U.S. or the Episcopal Church in Scotland • She was raised as 
an Episcopalian. 

— Episcopalian adj ■ an Episcopalian family ■ an Episcopa¬ 
lian [-Episcopal] church/clergyman — Epis*co«pa«lian- 
ism /i,pisk9'peilj9,niz9m/ noun [noncount] 

ep*i*SOde /'ep9,soud/ noun, pi -sodes [count] 

1 : an event or a short period of time that is important or un¬ 
usual ■ It was a brief romantic episode in a life devoted to 
work. ■ He tried to forget the whole embarrassing episode. ■ a 
painful episode from my childhood 

2 : a television show, radio show, etc., that is one part of a 
series ■ Millions of people are expected to watch the show’s 
final episode. ■ a special holiday episode 

3 : an occurrence of an illness ■ The patient has experienced 
recurrent/repeated episodes [=bouts] of severe infection. ■ a 
fainting episode 

ep-i-SOd*iC Acps'sccdik/ adj, formal 

1 a : made up of many different events or episodes ■ He led 
an episodic life. [=a life in which many different and unusual 
things happened] b : telling about many separate events ■ 
an episodic novel 

2 : happening or appearing at different times ■ an episodic ill¬ 
ness 

epis-tle /I'pisal/ noun, pi epis*tles [count] 

1 Epistle in the Bible : any one of the letters to the early 
Christians that are part of the New Testament ■ St. Paul’s 
Epistle to the Romans 

2 formal : letter ■ He penned lengthy epistles to her. 
epis-to-lary /i'pist9,leri, Brit I'pistalari/ adj, formal 

1 : of or relating to a letter : suitable to a letter ■ an epistolary 
writing style 

2 : written in the form of a series of letters ■ an epistolary 
novel 

ep*i-taph /"epa^sef/ noun, pi -taphs [count] : something 
written or said in memory of a dead person; especially 
: words written on a gravestone • The epitaph reads “In lov¬ 
ing memory of John Gray: husband, father, soldier.” 
ep-i-thet /'ep9,0ct/ noun, pi -thets [count] 

1 : a word or phrase that describes a person or thing ■ His 
charitable works have earned him the epithet “Mr. Philan¬ 
thropy.” 

2 : an offensive word or name that is used as a way of abus¬ 
ing or insulting someone ■ Many were offended by her use of 
racial epithets. ■ a group of angry people hurling epithets at 
one another 


epit-O-me /I'pitami/ noun, pi -mes [count]: a perfect exam¬ 
ple : an example that represents or expresses something very 
well — usually used in the phrase the epitome of ■ Your re¬ 
sponse was the epitome of good sense. • In his tailored suit 
and fashionable haircut, he was the (very) epitome of style. 
epit-O-mize also Brit epit«o>mise /i'pit9,maiz/ verb -miz- 
es; -mized; -miz-ing [+ obj] : to be a perfect example or 
representation of (something) : to be the epitome of (some¬ 
thing) • He epitomizes laziness. ■ This student’s struggles epit¬ 
omize the trouble with our schools. 
ep*OCh /'cpgk, Brit 'i^pDk/ noun, pi -Ochs [count] \ a period 
of time that is very important in history • The Civil War era 
was an epoch in 19th-century U.S. history. ■ The develop¬ 
ment of the steam engine marked an important epoch in the 
history of industry. — compare era 

— ep-och-al /'epakal, Brit 'e^okal/ adj ■ an epochal 
[=epoch-making] invention/event 

epoch-making adj : very important in history : causing 
an important change in history ■ The steam engine was an 
epoch-making [= epochal] development in the history of in¬ 
dustry. 

ep*OXy /i'pa:ksi/ noun [noncount] : a type of glue — called 
also epoxy resin 

Ep-som salt /'cpsam-/ noun, pi ~ salts [count] : a bitter 
salt that is used in medicine — usually plural 
equa*ble /'ckwabal/ adj [more most ~] formal : tending 
to remain calm : free from sudden or harsh changes ■ an 
equable temperament • an equable [=mild] climate ■ a calm, 
equable fellow — compare equitable 

— eq*ua*bly /'ckwabli/ adv • He accepted the criticism eq¬ 
uably. [=he was not upset by the criticism] 

1 equal /'r.kwal/ adj 

1 a : the same in number, amount, degree, rank, or quality • 
an equal number of apples and oranges • officers of equal 
rank ■ issues of equal importance = issues that are equal in 
importance ■ We divided the profits into three equal shares. ■ 
The play combines tragedy and comedy in equal measure/ 
proportions. • The opposing candidate has demanded equal 
time on television. • “ ... all men are created equal ...” 
— U.S. Declaration of Independence (1776) • people from dif¬ 
ferent cultures learning to live together on equal terms 
[=leaming to live together as equals] ■ making it possible for 
poor children to compete on an equal footing [=in condi¬ 
tions where they have an equal chance] with other children 

— often + to ■ In one night he earned an amount equal to an 
entire month’s salary. ■ issues that are equal in importance to 
the most serious problems we face b : having the same 
mathematical value ■ The fractions % and % are equal. — of¬ 
ten + to ■ x h is equal to %. 

2 : not changing : the same for each person ■ providing 
equal opportunities for children of all races ■ We need to 
have equal academic standards for male and female stu¬ 
dents. ■ equal rights ■ (US) an equal opportunity employer = 
(Brit) an equal opportunities employer [=an employer who 
does not discriminate against people because of their race, 
religion, etc.] 

3 formal : able to do what is needed — + to ■ He says that 
he’s equal to the task. [=he’s capable of completing the task] 
all/other things being equal see thing 

equal noun, pi equals [count] : someone or something that 
is as good, skillful, valuable, etc., as another person or thing ■ 
I consider him my equal. ■ They say they are producing wine 
that is the equal of the best wines in the world. [=that is as 
good as the best wines in the world] ■ We are all equals here. ■ 
He has no equal at chess. = He is without equal at chess. [=no 
one plays chess as well as he does) 
first among equals see 1 first 

3 equal verb equals; US equaled or chiefly Brit equalled; 
£75 equalling or chiefly Brit equaMing 

1 [linking verb] — used to say that one amount or number is 
the same as another ■ His salary equals mine. ■ Three plus 
two equals five. 

2 [+ obj] a ; to be as good as (something else) ■ Nothing can 
ever equal that experience, b : to produce something that is 
as good as (something else) or to do something as well as 
(someone else) ■ See if you can equal that! ■ a weight lifter at¬ 
tempting to equal his rival’s performance ■ No one can equal 
him in chess. 

3 [+ obj]: to have the same force, effect, etc., as (something 
else) — usually used as (be) equaled ■ His arrogance is 
equaled only by his vanity. [=he is both extremely arrogant 
and vain] 
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equal'i'ty /i'kwa:l3ti/ noun [noncount] : the quality or state 
of being equal : the quality or state of having the same 
rights, social status, etc. ■ racial/gender equality ■ the ideals of 
liberty and equality ■ women’s struggle for equality 

— opposite inequality; compare equivalence 
equal-ize also Brit equalise /'i:kwd|laiz/ verb -iz-es; 

-ized; -iZ'ing 

1 : to make (something) equal or to become equal [+ obj\ 
They are hoping to equalize pay for workers with similar 
jobs. • We need to equalize educational opportunities for all 
children. [=to give equal educational opportunities to all 
children] [no obj] Educational opportunities have not yet 
equalized. 

2 : to make (something) even or to become even [+ obj\ try¬ 
ing to equalize the pressure [no obj ] The pressure soon 
equalized. 

3 [no obj\ Brit, sports : to tie the score ■ Their best chance to 
equalize [=(l/S) tie] came in the 60th minute. — see also 

EQUALIZER 

- equal-i-za*tion also Brit equal-i-sa*tion /.iikwala- 
'zeijsn, Brit ,i:kw3,lai'zeiJan/ noun [noncount] 

equaMz-er also Brit equal-is*er / , i:kw9,laiza‘/ noun, pi 
-ers [count] 

1 : something that makes people or things equal ■ Education 
can be the great equalizer, [-education can give poor people 
an equal chance] 

2 sports : a score (such as a point, goal, or run) that ties a 
game ■ He scored the equalizer in the 60th minute. 

equaMy /'iikwali/ adv 

1 : in an equal or even manner ■ The money will be distribut¬ 
ed equally among the winners. ■ sharing the work equally 

2 : to an equal degree or extent ■ My opinions are equally 
valid. ■ She’s respected equally by the young and old. ■ The 
two projects are equally important. Equally is sometimes 
used to introduce a statement that is added to and just as im¬ 
portant as a previous statement. ■ We need to be concerned 
about his rise to power. Equally , the influence of his oppo¬ 
nents cannot be ignored. 

equally as informal — used to say that one thing is as im¬ 
portant, good, etc., as another thing ■ One project is equally 
as [=just as] important as the other, 
equal sign noun, pi ~ signs [count] : a symbol = used to 
show that two numbers are equal ■ = % — called also 

equals sign 

equa*nim*i*ty /dikwa'nunati, ^kwa'mmati/ noun [non¬ 
count] formal : calm emotions when dealing with problems 
or pressure ■ She accepted her misfortunes with equanimity. 
[=she did not become upset; she remained calm] 
equate /I'kweit/ verb equates; equat*ed; equat-ing [+ 
obj]: to say or think that (two things) are equal or the same ■ 
You shouldn’t equate those two things. — often + with or 
and ■ He equates disagreement with/and disloyalty. ■ You 
shouldn’t equate material wealth with happiness. 
equate to [phrasal verb] equate to (something) : to be the 
same as or similar to (something) ■ Disagreement doesn’t 
equate to [=equal] disloyalty, 
equation /i'kwei33n/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] mathematics : a statement that two expressions are 
equal (such as8 + 3= 11 or 2x - 3 = 7) ■ solve an equation 

2 [count] : a complicated situation or issue — usually singu¬ 
lar ■ Helping a troubled teenager is more difficult when 
drugs are part of the equation, [-when drugs are involved] ■ 
The southern states will be an important part of the election 
equation. 

3 [noncount] : the act of regarding two things as the same 
: the act of equating things ■ the equation of material wealth 
with/and happiness 

equa-tor /I'kweita 1 / noun 

the equator : an imaginary circle around the middle of the 
Earth that is the same distance from the North Pole and 
the South Pole ■ The city of Quito, Ecuador, lies very close 
to the equator. ■ Is it near the equator ? 
equa-tO*ri*al Aiikwa'torijal, ^kwa'torijal/ adj : of or relat¬ 
ing to the equator : located at or near the equator ■ equatori¬ 
al regions/countries ■ equatorial Africa ■ the equatorial cli¬ 
mate 

1 equeS*tri*an /I'kwestrijan/ adj : of or relating to the riding 
of horses ■ equestrian sports ■ an equestrian competition 
2 equestrian noun, pi -ans [count] : a person who rides hors¬ 
es 

equi*dis*tant /,i:kw3'dist3nt, ,Ekw3'dist3nt/ adj : of equal 
distance : located at the same distance ■ Points on a circle are 


equidistant from its center. ■ Montreal is roughly equidistant 
from New York, Boston, and Toronto. 

equMat*er-al triangle /liikwa'istarai-, ,ckw3']®t3rai-/ 

noun, pi — -angles [count] mathematics : a triangle in which 
all three sides are the same length 
equi*lib*ri-um /dikwa'Iibrijam, ^kwa'librijam/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

1 : a state in which opposing forces or actions are balanced 
so that one is not stronger or greater than the other ■ Supply 
and demand were in equilibrium. ■ chemical equilibrium 

2 ; a state of emotional balance or calmness ■ It took me sev¬ 
eral minutes to recover my equilibrium, [-composure] 

1 equine /'i^kwain, ■Ejkwain/ adj 

1 : of or relating to horses ■ an equine disease ■ equine grace 

2 : resembling a horse ■ an equine face — compare eques¬ 
trian 

2 equine noun, pi equines [count] formal : horse 
equinox /'i:kw3,na:ks, 'ekw3,na:ks/ noun, pi -nox-es 
[count] : a day when day and night are the same length <*■ 
There are two equinoxes in the year: the spring (or vernal) 
equinox, which occurs around March 21, and the autumn (or 
autumnal ) equinox , which occurs around September 23. 

— compare solstice 

equip /I'kwip/ verb equips; equipped; equipping [+ obj\ 

1 a : to provide (someone) with necessary materials or sup¬ 
plies ■ More money was needed to train and equip the troops. 

■ Equipped with a hoe and a shovel, I headed for the garden, 
b to provide (something) with a particular feature or abili¬ 
ty ■ All of the buses are equipped with air-conditioning. [=all 
of the buses have air-conditioning] ■ specially/fully equipped 
aircraft 

2 : to prepare (someone) for a particular activity or problem 

■ Her training has equipped her to deal with emergencies. ■ 
She is xve\\-equipped to deal with emergencies. ■ Those stu¬ 
dents are not equipped for the challenges of college. 

equip*ment /I'kwipmant/ noun [noncount] 

1 : supplies or tools needed for a special purpose ■ sports/ste¬ 
reo/laboratory equipment • The photographer came early to 
set up his equipment. • I*m looking for a hobby that doesn’t 
require a lot of fancy equipment. ■ an expensive piece of 
medical equipment 

2 : the act of equipping someone or something ■ Not enough 
funds were provided for the equipment of the troops. 

eq-Ui*ta*ble /'Ekwatabal/ adj [more —; most —]formal : just 
or fair : dealing fairly and equally with everyone ■ They 
reached an equitable settlement of their dispute. ■ fighting 
for a more equitable distribution of funds ■ an equitable sys¬ 
tem of taxation — compare equable 

— eq-ui*ta*bly /'ekwatabli/ adv 
eq-ui-ty /'skwati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] formal : fairness or justice in the way people 
are treated 'In making these decisions we should be gov¬ 
erned by the principle of equity. 

2 finance a [noncount] : the value of a piece of property 
(such as a house) after any debts that remain to be paid for it 
(such as the amount of a mortgage) have been subtracted ■ 
We’ve been slowly paying off our mortgage and building up 
equity in our house. • a home equity loan [=a loan based on 
the amount of equity you have in your home] b [count] : a 
share in a company : a share of a company’s stock — usually 
plural ■ Half of his money is invested in bonds and the other 
half in equities. 

equivalence /^kwivalans/ noun [noncount] formal : the 
quality or state of being alike : the quality or state of having 
the same value, function, meaning, etc. ■ the equivalence of 
the two propositions — compare equality 
equiv*a*len*cy /I'kwivalansi/ noun [noncount] 

1 : EQUIVALENCE 

2 chiefly US : a level of achievement that is considered to be 
on the same level as finishing a course of study — often used 
before another noun ■ He went to night school and got his 
high school equivalency certificate, [-a certificate that is 
equivalent to a high school degree] 

1 equiv-a-lent /I'kwivalant/ adj ‘ having the same value, use, 
meaning, etc. ■ Those less-known companies manufacture 
equivalent products at cheaper prices. ■ I haven’t taken En¬ 
glish 202, but I took an equivalent course at another universi¬ 
ty. ■ an equivalent amount of money • two words of equiva¬ 
lent meaning = two words that are equivalent in meaning — 
often + to ■ 100 milligrams of calcium, which is equivalent to 
three glasses of milk • Allowing him to leave prison now 
would be equivalent to [=would amount to, would be the 
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same as] saying that his crime was not serious. 

— equiv-a-lent-ly adv • The two products are priced equiva¬ 
lently. 

Equivalent noun, pi -lents [count] : something that has the 
same value, use, meaning, etc., as another thing • a Chinese 
word for which English has no (exact) equivalent ■ His news¬ 
paper column is the journalistic equivalent of candy, 
equiv-o-cal /I'kwivakal/ adj [more most ~] formal 

1 : having two or more possible meanings : ambiguous ■ an 
equivocal term ■ He responded to reporters’ questions with 
equivocal answers. — opposite unequivocal 

2 : not easily understood or explained ■ The experiment pro¬ 
duced equivocal results. ■ equivocal evidence ■ equivocal be¬ 
havior 

— equiv-o-cal-ly /I'kwrvakli/ adv 

equiv-O-cate /i'kwiv3,keit/ verb -cates; -cat-ed; -eat¬ 
ing [no obj] formal : to use unclear language especially to 
deceive or mislead someone ■ The applicant seemed to be 
equivocating when we asked him about his last job. ■ When 
asked about her tax plan, the candidate didn’t equivocate. 

— equiv-o-ca-tion /i,kwiv3'keij3n/ noun, pi -tions [non¬ 
count] The candidate spoke without equivocation about 
her tax plan, [count] His answers were filled with evasions 
and equivocations. — equiv-o-ca-tor /I'kwivajkeita-/ 
noun, pi -tors [count] 

er /'a:, usually with a prolonged vowel/ inteij — used when 
you are speaking and you are not sure what to say ■ “What’s 
the answer?’’ “Well, er, I just don’t know.” 

ER abbr emergency room 

1 -er /&/ ac/j suffix or adv suffix — used to form the comparative 
form of adjectives and adverbs of one syllable ■ faster ■ hotter 

■ drier — used to form the comparative of some adjectives 
and adverbs of two or more syllables ■ shallower ■ earlier 

— compare -est 

2 -er /a 1 / also -ier /ias ja/ or -yer /ja/ noun suffix 

1 a : person having a particular job ■ hatter ■ furr ier • lawyer 

■ jailer b : person or thing belonging to or associated with 
something ■ old-timer • high schooler ■ prisoner c : native of 
: resident of ■ New Yorker • cottager d : thing that has ■ 
double-decker 

2 : person or thing that does or performs a specified action ■ 
reporter ■ player ■ sharpener • do-gooder 

3 : person who is ■ foreigner ■ Westerner 

era /'era, Brit 'iara/ noun, pi eras [count] : a period of time 
that is associated with a particular quality, event, person, etc. 

■ the Victorian era ■ the Christian era ■ the era of the horse 
and buggy ■ We’re just now entering an era of great prosper¬ 
ity. ■ His death marks the end of an era. — compare epoch 

eradicate /i'ned3,keit/ verb -cates; -cat-ed; -cat-ing [+ 
obj] formal : to remove (something) completely : to elimi¬ 
nate or destroy (something harmful) ■ The disease has now 
been completely eradicated. ■ His ambition is to eradicate 
poverty in/from his community. 

— erad-i-ca-tion /ijraeda'keijan/ noun [noncount] ■ working 
for the eradication of poverty 

erase A'reis, Brit I'reiz/ verb eras-es; erased; eras-ing 

1 [+ obj ] : to remove (something that has been recorded) 
from a tape (such as a videotape or audiotape) or a comput¬ 
er disk ■ The recording can be erased and the tape used 
again. ■ Several important files were accidentally erased.', 
also : to remove recorded material from (a tape or disk) ■ 
You can erase the tape/disk and use it again. 

2 chiefly US a : to remove (something written) by rubbing 
or scraping so that it can no longer be seen [+ obj] She 
erased the wrong answer from her paper and filled in the 
correct one. ■ I erased the chalk marks from the blackboard. 
[no obj] These marks won’t erase. [=can*t be erased] b : to 
remove something written from (a surface) ■ erase [-clean] 
the blackboard 

3 [+ obj] : to remove any thought or memory of (something) 

■ Time has erased the event from her memory. [=she has 
completely forgotten the event] 

— eras-able /I'reisabal, Brit I'reizabal/ adj ■ an erasable tape 
eras*er /I'reisa-, Brit I'reiza/ noun, pi -ers [count] chiefly US 

: a small piece of rubber or other material that is used to 
erase something you have written or drawn — called also 
{Brit) rubber, see picture at office 
era-sure /I'reiJas Brit i'rei33/ noun, pi -sures : an act of 
erasing something [noncount] accidental erasure of the tape 
[count] {chiefly US) ■ There were many errors and erasures in 
the typescript. 


ere /'ea 1 / prep or conj, old-fashioned or literary : before ■ ere 
nightfall ■ ere long [=soon] 

’erect /I'rekt/ adj 

1 [more most ~] : straight up and down ■ an erect [= up¬ 
right 1 pole ■ erect trees ■ She sat erect , listening for her name. • 
The soldiers stood erect. 

2 : in a state of erection because of sexual excitement: swol¬ 
len and stiff • an erect penis • erect nipples 

— erect-ly adv • standing/sitting erectly — erect-ness 
/I'rektnas/ noun [noncount] • the erectness of her posture 

z erect verb erects; erect-ed; erect-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to build (something) by putting together materials ■ The 
settlers erected [=built] a stone wall. ■ The city erected a statue 
in his honor. — sometimes used figuratively ■ He has had to 
overcome many obstacles erected by his political enemies. ■ 
erect a civilization 

2 : to set or place (something) so that it stands up ■ erect a 
flagpole • They erected a marker over the grave. 

erec-tile /I'rekt], i'rek,taj3l/ adj, technical: of or relating to 
an erection (sense 1) ■ erectile dysfunction [=a problem that 
makes a man unable to get an erection] 
erec-tion /I'rekjsn/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : the state in which a body part (such as the penis) 
becomes firm and swollen because of sexual excitement; 
also : the penis when it is in such a state ■ get/have an erec¬ 
tion 

2 [noncount] : the act or process of building or erecting 
something ■ the erection of a new apartment building 

er-go /'ea'gou, 'agou/ adv, formal : therefore, hence ■ 
The products are poorly constructed; ergo, they break easily, 
er-go-nom-ics /,a , g3 , na:miks/ noun 

1 [noncount] : a science that deals with designing and arrang¬ 
ing things so that people can use them easily and safely 

2 [plural] : the parts or qualities of something’s design that 
make it easy to use ■ Ergonomics are a crucial consideration 
when designing an office ■ The car’s economics are out¬ 
standing. 

— er-go-nom-ic /,3g3'na:mik/ adj [more most ~] ■ ergo¬ 
nomic chairs/injuries/factors ■ The binoculars have a com¬ 
fortable eigonomic shape. — er-go-nom-i-cal-ly /,ag3- 
'na:mikli/ adv ■ ergonomically designed office furniture 

er-mine /'arnan/ noun, pi ermine or er-mines 

1 [count] US : a small animal that has a long body and fur 
that turns white in winter — compare stoat 

2 [noncount] : the white fur of an ermine - an ermine coat 
erode /I'roud/ verb erodes; erod-ed; erod-ing : to gradu¬ 
ally destroy (something) or to be gradually destroyed by nat¬ 
ural forces (such as water, wind, or ice) [+ obj] Crashing 
waves have eroded the cliffs along the beach. — often used 
as {be) eroded ■ The shoreline was badly eroded by last win¬ 
ter’s storms. — often used figuratively ■ Years of mismanage¬ 
ment have eroded the quality of their products. ■ The value 
of your savings can be eroded by inflation, [no obj] The 
shoreline has eroded badly. — often used figuratively ■ Sup¬ 
port for the new law has been eroding steadily. 

erog-e-noUS /I'raicfeanas/ adj [more most ~] : produc¬ 
ing sexual excitement or pleasure when touched : sexually 
sensitive ■ erogenous zones [=sensitive areas on the body 
that cause sexual arousal when they are touched] 
ero-sion /i'rou33n/ noun [noncount] : the gradual destruc¬ 
tion of something by natural forces (such as water, wind, or 
ice) : the process by which something is eroded or worn 
away ■ Landscapers planted grass to stop the erosion of the 
hillside. ■ Centuries of erosion by wind have carved grooves 
in the rocks. — often used figuratively ■ the erosion of moral 
standards ■ an erosion of support for the new law ■ Many 
companies fear further erosion of liberal trade policies. 

— ero-sion-al /i'rou33nJ/ adj, technical • erosional areas/pe¬ 
riods/processes — ero-sive /I'rousiv /adj [more most ~] 
technical ■ the erosive effect of water ■ erosive processes 

erot-ic /I'rcctik/ adj [more most ~]: relating to sex ■ erotic 
dreams/fantasies/feelings ■ an erotic [=sexual] relationship 
: causing sexual feelings • erotic literature/art ■ erotic beauty ■ 
an erotic dance 

— erot-i-cal-ly /i'ra:tikli/ adv 

erot-ica /I'raitikd/ noun [noncount] : works of art or litera¬ 
ture that deal with sex and are meant to cause sexual feelings 
: erotic works ■ a collection of erotica 
erot-i-Cism /i'ra:t3,siz3m/ noun [noncount] : a quality that 
causes sexual feelings ■ the subtle eroticism of his films ■ an 
actress known for her smoldering eroticism 
err /'eas 'a-/ verb errs; erred; err-ing [no obj] formal : to 


errand ■ escape 
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make a mistake ■ I may have erred in my calculations. • The 
court erred in refusing to allow bail. • To err is human. [=it is 
normal for people to make mistakes] 

err on the side of •$- To err on the side of something, such as 
caution, is to use or show more of it than may be needed so 
that you can be sure that you are using or showing enough 
of it. • It's better to err on the side of generosity [=to be too 
generous] than to be too stingy. ■ We chose to err on the 
side of caution [=to be very cautious] when planning our 
investments. 

er-rand /’erend/ noun, pi -rands [count] : a short journey 
that you take to do or get something ■ He was sent out on an 
urgent errand. ■ We were there on an errand of mercy to help 
provide medical care for the refugees. — often used with run 
• 1 have to run some errands for my mom this afternoon. — 
sometimes used with do ■ She had a bunch of errands to do 
before dinner. A fool’s errand is an errand that does not 
need to be done or that cannot be done successfully, 
errand boy noun , pi ~ boys [count] US : a person whose 
job is to run errands for important people ■ He worked his 
way up from errand boy to regional sales manager. Errand 
boy is often used figuratively to criticize people by suggest¬ 
ing that they are controlled by someone more powerful. ■ 
The governor is nothing more than an errand boy for the big 
companies in his state, 
er-rant /’ersnt/ adj 

1 always used before a noun a : behaving wrongly ■ an er¬ 
rant [=unfaithful] husband ■ an errant cop [=a policeman who 
has broken the law] b US : going outside the proper area ■ 
an errant calf • an errant motorboat C US, sports : not going 
in the intended direction : not accurate ■ an errant throw / 
pass/shot 

2 : wandering to different places in search of adventure ■ an 
errant knight — see also knight-errant 

J Do not confuse errant with arrant. \ 

er-rat'ic /I'rcetik/ adj [more most ~] : acting, moving, or 
changing in ways that are not expected or usual : not consis¬ 
tent or regular ■ His behavior seemed erratic. • The light 
flashes at erratic [=irregular, random] intervals. ■ He’s an er¬ 
ratic [inconsistent] shooter. ■ erratic [fluctuating] oil prices 

— er«rat-i-caMy /I'raetikli/ adv ■ behaving/moving/acting 
erratically 

er-ro-ne-ous /I'rounijas ,! adj [more most -] formal: not 

correct • We received erroneous information. ■ an erroneous 
diagnosis/theory 

— er-ro.ne-ous-ly adv ■ The paper reported erroneously 
[incorrectly] that he had died. 

er-ror /'era/ noun, pi -rors 

1 : something that is not correct : a wrong action or state¬ 
ment : mistake [count] I made an error in my calculations. 
■ They uncovered several errors in his report to the commit¬ 
tee. • The paper contains numerous spelling errors. ■ The 
computer displayed an error message. [=a message indicat¬ 
ing that an error has occurred] ■ The project was a comedy of 
errors. f=there were many errors made throughout the 
project] ■ The company has admitted that it made an error in 
judgment [=a poor decision] in trying to expand too quickly. 
[noncount] horrifying cases of hospital error ■ The accident 
was caused by human error. [=by a mistake made by a per¬ 
son] — see also trial and error at ‘trial 

2 [count] : a mistake made by a person who is playing a sport 
(such as baseball or tennis) ■ The shortstop was charged with 
an error. 

in error 1 : not correct • I believe your conclusion is in er¬ 
ror. [ incorrect , mistaken] ■ The judge was in error when 
she allowed the evidence to be admitted. 2 : in a way that 
is not correct 'My earlier statement was made in error. 
[=my earlier statement was incorrect] ■ The evidence was 
admitted in error. [ incorrectly , mistakenly] 
margin of/for error see margin 

the error of your ways To see, recognize, acknowledge, 
etc., the error of your ways is to admit that you have been 
doing something wrong or behaving badly and to stop do¬ 
ing it. ■ Congress recognized the error of its ways and re¬ 
pealed the law. ■ He publicly acknowledged the error of his 
ways and asked for forgiveness. 

— er.ror-less /'er^las/ adj 

er-satz /'ea‘|Sa:ts, Brit 'E3,zaets/ adj [more most ~] : cop¬ 
ied from something else and usually not as good as the origi¬ 
nal : fake ■ an apartment complex designed as an ersatz 
Mediterranean villa 


erst*while / l a , st,waj3l/ adj, always used before a noun, for¬ 
mal : in the past : former • erstwhile friends [=people who 
were friends in the past] • erstwhile allies/enemies/lovers 
er-U-dite /‘er3,dait/ adj [more most ~] : having or show¬ 
ing knowledge that is learned by studying • an erudite 
[-learned] scholar/professor/librarian ■ an erudite essay 

— er-U'dite-ly adv 

er-U-di*tion /(era'dijan/ noun [noncount] : impressive 
knowledge that is learned by studying • a scholar of remark¬ 
able erudition ■ an amazing display of erudition [ieaming] 
erupt /I'rApt/ verb erupts; erupt*ed; erupt-ing [no obj] 

1 : to send out rocks, ash, lava, etc., in a sudden explosion ■ 
The volcano erupted with tremendous force.; also : to come 
out in a sudden explosion — + from • Tons of ash erupted 
from the volcano. ■ Steam erupted from the geyser. 

2 : to happen or begin suddenly and violently • War could 
erupt [-break out] in that part of the world at any time. ■ Ri¬ 
ots erupted last summer. • A bitter dispute has erupted among 
the members of the team. 

3 : to begin doing something (such as shouting or applaud¬ 
ing) suddenly — usually + in, into , or with ■ The crowd erupt¬ 
ed in applause when she finished her speech. • The audience 
erupted into/with laughter. 

4 : to appear suddenly on the skin ■ A rash has erupted on his 
back. 

Sofa tooth : to come out through the gum • permanent teeth 
erupting 

— erup-tion /I'rApJan/ noun, pi -tions [count] a volcanic 
eruption ■ a sudden eruption of violence ■ a skin eruption 
[=a rash that has erupted on the skin] [noncount] trying to 
prevent eruption of violence — erup«tive /I'rAptiv/ adj, 
technical ■ eruptive volcanic activity 

-ery /ari/ noun suffix 

1 : qualities considered as a group : character ■ snobbc/y 

2 : place of doing, keeping, producing, or selling (some¬ 
thing) ■ fishery ■ bak ery 

3 : collection • fin ery 

4 ; state or condition ■ sla very 

1 -es /az, iz after s, z, J, tf; z after v or a vowel/ noun plural suffix 

— used to form the plural of most nouns that end in s, x, z, 
sh, ch, or a final y that changes to i ■ glasses ■ boxes ■ waltzes ■ 
bushes ■ peaches ■ ladies — compare '-s 

2 -eS verb suffix — used to form the third person singular 
present tense of most verbs that end in s, x, z, sh, ch, or a final 
y that changes to i • blesses • mixes ■ fizzes ■ hushes ■ catches ■ 
defies — compare 2 -s 

es-ca-late /■eska.leit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -lat-ing 

1 : to become worse or to make (something) worse or more 
severe [no obj] The conflict has escalated into an all-out 
war. ■ a time of escalating tensions/violence [+ obj] We are 
trying not to escalate the violence. 

2 : to become greater or higher or to make (something) 
greater or higher [no obj] Salaries of leading executives have 
continued to escalate. ■ an effort to combat escalating [=ris- 
ing] costs [+ obj] The cold weather has escalated fuel prices. 

— es-ca*la*tion Aeska'leijan /noun [count, noncount] 
es*ca*la«tor /'eskajeita 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] : a moving 

set of stairs that carries people up or down from one level of 
a building to another 

es«ca*pade /*esk3,peid/ noun, pi -pades [count]: an excit¬ 
ing, foolish, or dangerous experience or adventure ■ a mad¬ 
cap/drunken/comic escapade ■ As a teenager he embarked 
on a series of ill-advised escapades. ■ sexual/erotic escapades 
1 es«cape /I'skeip/ verb -capes; -caped; -cap-lng 

1 [no obj] a : to get away from a place (such as a prison) 
where you are being held or kept ■ The prisoner escaped 
(from jail). ■ an escaped convict [=a convict who has escaped 
from prison] b : to get away from a dangerous place or sit¬ 
uation • The boat sank but the crew escaped (unharmed). ■ 
They managed to escape from the burning building. 

2 : to get away from something that is difficult or unpleasant 
[+ obj] He needed a vacation to escape the routine of daily 
life. ■ She moved to the city to escape the memory of her 
mother’s death. • trying to help people to escape poverty [no 
obj] trying to help people to escape from poverty • This vaca¬ 
tion will give us a chance to escape (from the routine of daily 
life). ■ escape from reality 

3 : to avoid something : to not experience something (such 
as disease or injury) [+ obj] He succeeded in escaping pun¬ 
ishment for many years. ■ A few passengers somehow es¬ 
caped injury. ■ escaped being injured ■ She barely/narrowly 
escaped death/disaster when her car slid off the road. • Many 
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cases of fraud escape detection. [=are not detected] [no obj] 
Several passengers escaped without injury. ■ She narrowly 
escaped with her life. [=she narrowly avoided death] 

4 [+ obj] : to fail to be remembered or noticed by (someone) 

• His name escapes me. [=1 can’t remember his name] ■ Noth¬ 
ing escapes her. = Nothing escapes her notice. 

5 [no obj] : to come out from somewhere ■ A bit of light es¬ 
caped through the cracks.: to leak out ■ Gas is escaping from 
the tank. 

6 literary : to come out or be spoken without being intended 
[+ obj] A sigh of relief escaped her. [=she sighed in relief with¬ 
out realizing that she was doing it] [no obj] A sigh escaped 
from her lips. 

escape the ax see ’ax 

there is no escaping — used to say that something is cer¬ 
tainly true, real, etc., and cannot be avoided or denied ■ 
There's no escaping the conclusion [=it is necessary to con¬ 
clude] that he lied about his involvement. ■ There’s no es¬ 
caping the fact that this system needs to be replaced. 
2 escape noun, pi -capes 

1 [count] : an act of escaping from a place, situation, etc. ■ 
The prisoners attempted a daring escape. • He celebrated his 
escape from his boring job with a long vacation. ■ He made 
his escape. = He made good his escape. [=he succeeded in 
escaping] ■ She had a lucky escape when she wasn’t injured 
in the accident. ■ She managed to avoid serious injury, but it 
was a narrow escape. 

2 [count] : a way of escaping from a place, situation, etc. ■ 
The door was locked; there was no escape. ■ Gardening of¬ 
fered an escape from her busy life. — see also fire escape 

3 : an occurrence in which an amount of liquid or gas 
passes out through a hole or crack in a container [count] an 
accidental escape of poisonous gases [noncount] trying to 
prevent further escape of liquid 

escape artist noun, pi ~ -ists [count] : a person (such as 
an entertainer) who is good at escaping ■ Harry Houdini be¬ 
came famous as an escape artist. 
escape clause noun, pi ~ clauses [count] : a part of a 
contract that allows you to get out of the contract in a par¬ 
ticular situation 

es-cap-ee /qskei'pi:/ noun, pi -ees [count] : a person who 
has escaped : a prisoner who has escaped ■ an escapee from 
the local jail 

escape hatch noun, pi ~ hatches [count] : a door or 
hatch that can be used to get out of something in an emer¬ 
gency ■ the escape hatch of a submarine 
escape mechanism noun, pi - -nisms [count] : a way 
of behaving or thinking that is used to avoid unpleasant facts 
or problems ■ She uses humor as an escape mechanism. • 
Football gives him an escape mechanism for his anger, 
es-cap-ism /i'skei,piz9m/ noun [noncount] : an activity or 
form of entertainment that allows people to forget about the 
real problems of life • The movie is pure escapism. [=fantasy] 

• Reading romantic novels is for her a form of escapism. 

— es-cap-ist /I'skeipist/ adj • escapist fiction ■ the film’s es¬ 
capist appeal 

eS'Carp'ITient /I'skaapmant/ noun, pi -merits [count] : a 
long cliff or steep slope that separates two flat or slightly 
sloped areas 

eS'Chew /e'/u:, es'tfu/ verb es-chews; es-chewed; es¬ 
chewing [+ obj] formal : to avoid (something) especially 
because you do not think it is right, proper, etc. • They now 
eschew the violence of their past. ■ a psychologist who es¬ 
chews the traditional methods of psychotherapy 
1 es*COrt /'es,koa^/ noun, pi -corts [count] 

1 a : a person or group of people who go with someone to 
give protection guidance ■ Visitors are not allowed to enter 
the building without an escort. ■ a police escort — sometimes 
used after under ■ The prisoner was taken to the court under 
police escort. [=with a police escort] b : a group of vehicles, 
ships, or planes that provide protection ■ The bombers were 
protected by a fighter escort. 

2 a formal : a man who goes with a woman to a social event 

■ Everyone was surprised when she arrived at the party with¬ 
out an escort, b : a woman or a man who is hired to go with 
someone to a social event — often used before another noun 

■ an escort agency/service 

2 es-COrt /i'sko»t/ verb -corts; -cort«ed; -cort-ing [+ obj] 
: to go with (someone or something) to give protection or 
guidance • He escorted [=guided, led] me to the library up¬ 
stairs. ■ Several fighters escorted the bombers back to base. 
Es-ki-mo /'eska^ou/ noun, pi Eskimo or Es*ki*mos 


[count] : a member of a group of people of Alaska, northern 
Canada, Greenland, and northeastern Siberia The word 
Eskimo is now considered offensive by some people. 

— compare inuit 

ESL /iiiiCs'el/ noun [noncount] : the teaching of English to 
people who speak a different language and who live in a 
country where English is the main language spoken <*■ ESL is 
an abbreviation of “English as a second language.” 
esoph-a-gus [US) or Brit oe*soph*a-gus /I'scufagas/ 
noun, pi -a-gi /-,gai/ [count] medical : the tube that leads 
from the mouth through the throat to the stomach — see 
picture at human 

eS"0‘ter*iC /(Ess'tenk/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : only taught to or understood by members of a special 
group ■ esoteric knowledge : hard to understand ■ esoteric 
subjects/concepts 

2 : limited to a small number of people • esoteric pursuits ■ 
esoteric religious sects 

— es-o-ter-bcaMy /^sa'tenkli/ adv 
esp. abbr especially 

ESP /, i:,es'pi:/ noun [noncount] : extrasensory percep¬ 
tion 

es-pe-cial /I'spejal/ adj, always used before a noun, formal 
: more than usual: special ■ This is a matter of especial im¬ 
portance. 

eS«pe«cial*ly /I'spejali/ adv [more most —] 

1 : more than usually : very, extremely • He was espe¬ 
cially concerned about the contract. ■ an especially good es¬ 
say ■ There is nothing especially radical about that idea. ■ 
Winning this tournament was especially satisfying. ■ The 
food was not especially good. [=not very good] 

2 a — used to indicate something that deserves special men¬ 
tion • She can’t be sure she will win, especially at this early 
stage of the campaign. ■ The appetizers and especially [par¬ 
ticularly] the soup were delicious. ■ Especially in the begin¬ 
ning, they had many doubts, b : for a particular purpose or 
person ■ The facility was built especially [specifically] for re¬ 
search. ■ I made this pie especially for you. 

not especially informal — used to say that you are not very 
interested in doing something • “Would you like to go to a 
movie?” “No, not especially." 

eS'pi-O-nage / l espij3,na:3/ noun [noncount] : the things 
that are done to find out secrets from enemies or competi¬ 
tors : the activity of spying ■ He was charged with several 
counts of espionage. ■ intemational/industrial espionage ■ an 
espionage novel/thriller 

es-pla-nade /'esp^naid, Brit icspb'neid/ noun, pi -nades 
[count] : a level, open area; especially : an area for walking or 
driving along a shore ■ a tree-lined esplanade by the river 
eS«pOUS*al /I'spauzal/ noun [singular] formal : the act of ex¬ 
pressing support for a cause or belief : the act of espousing 
something — + of • His espousal of socialism has been a sur¬ 
prise to many former colleagues, 
es-pouse /I'spauz/ verb -pous-es; -poused; -pous*ing 
[+ obj] formal : to express support for (a cause, belief, etc.) ■ 
The new theory has been espoused by many leading physi¬ 
cists. ■ Those espousing unpopular views were often exclud¬ 
ed. 

— es-pous-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ an espouser [support¬ 
er, proponent] of liberal causes 

espreS'SO /e'spresou/ noun, pi -sos : strong coffee that is 
made by forcing steam through finely ground roasted coffee 
beans [noncount] a cup of espresso [count] Two espressos , 
[=cups of espresso] please. 

es*prit de corps /^spriida'koa 1 / noun [noncount] : feelings 
of loyalty, enthusiasm, and devotion to a group among peo¬ 
ple who are members of the group ■ The troops showed great 
esprit de corps. 

es«py A'spai/ verb -pies; -pied; -py-ing [+ obj] formal + lit¬ 
erary : to see or notice (someone or something) ■ “ ... the 
next thing he espies may be the lady.” —Shakespeare, A Mid¬ 
summer Night’s Dream (1595) 

Esq. abbr esquire 

es-quire /'e^kwajas Brit I'skwaja/ noun, pi -quires [count] 

— used as a title of courtesy after a name; in writing usually 
used in its abbreviated form Esq. • John Smith, Esq. ^ The 
use of Esq. after a man’s name was once common in British 
English but is now considered somewhat old-fashioned. In 
U.S. English, Esq. is used in writing after the name of an at¬ 
torney, and it is used for both men and women. ■ Sheila 
Jones, Esq. 

1 es*say /'e,sei/ noun, pi -says [count ]: a short piece of writ- 


essay • estimate 


562 


ing that tells a person’s thoughts or opinions about a subject 

■ Your assignment is to write a 500-word essay on one of 
Shakespeare’s sonnets. ■ The book is a collection of his previ¬ 
ously unpublished essays on/about a variety of topics. 

2 es-say /e'sei/ verb -says; -sayed; -say-ing [+ obj] formal 
: to try to do, perform, or deal with (something) • He at first 
essayed [ -tried , attempted] a career as a writer. ■ There is no 
hint as to which of the approaches essayed in this book will 
prove most useful. — sometimes followed by to + verb • He 
essayed [-tried, attempted] to restore an emphasis on classical 
languages. 

es*say*ist /'e,sejist/ noun, pi -ists [count] : a writer of es¬ 
says ■ a 17th-century essayist 
es*sence /'esps/ noun 

1 [singular]: the basic nature of a thing : the quality or qual¬ 
ities that make a thing what it is ■ The essence of love is un¬ 
selfishness. ■ The book’s illustrations capture the essence of 
the story. ■ Competition is the (very) essence of capitalism. 

2 [noncount] : a substance that contains in very strong form 
the special qualities (such as the taste and smell) of the thing 
from which it is taken ■ essence of peppermint/lemon 

in essence : at the most basic level ■ He was in essence [=ba- 
sically, essentially, fundamentally] an honest person. ■ In es¬ 
sence, I believe that a real solution is not possible. 
of the essence : of the greatest importance ■ Time/speed is 
of the essence when dealing with a medical emergency. 
1 eS-Sen-tial /I'senfal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : extremely important and necessary • As a fighter pilot, he 
knows that good vision is essential. ■ Reservations are essen¬ 
tial [=necessary, needed] if you plan to eat there on a Satur¬ 
day. — often + to or for ■ The river is essential to the region’s 
economy. ■ Food is essential [~necessary]for life. — often fol¬ 
lowed by to + verb • It is essential to use the proper technique. 

■ It’s essential to anive on time. — often + that ■ It’s essential 
that we arrive on time. 

2 : very basic : fundamental ■ Free speech is an essential 
right of citizenship. ■ The essential problem with this plan is 
that it will cost too much. ■ There’s no essential difference 
between the two products. 

— es*sen*tial-ly /I'senjali/ adv [more most —] ■ All ac¬ 
tion movies have essentially [-basically, fundamentally] the 
same plot. ■ What he says is essentially true. — es-sen*tial- 
ness /I'senfalnas/ noun [noncount] 

2 essentlal noun, pi -tials [count] : something that is basic or 
necessary : something essential — usually plural ■ the essen¬ 
tials for success ■ He tried to teach them the essentials of 
physics in just a week. • a computer stripped down to its es¬ 
sentials ■ We only had enough room to pack the bare essen¬ 
tials. [=the things that are absolutely necessary] 
essential oil noun, pi ~ oils [count] : an oil that comes 
from a plant, that smells like the plant it comes from, and 
that is used in perfumes and flavorings 
-est /ast, ist/ adj suffix or adv suffix — used to form the super¬ 
lative of most adjectives and adverbs of one syllable ■ sweet- 
est ■ fatten ■ lat est — used to form the superlative of some 
adjectives and adverbs of two or more syllables ■ luckiej/ ■ 
often#?/ — compare -ER 

es-tab«lish /I'stieblif/ verb -lish-es; dished; dishdng [+ 

objl 

1 a : to cause (someone or something) to be widely known 
and accepted ■ establish a claim ■ The film established her as 
a star. ■ She established a reputation as a hard worker. • The 
word is now established as part of the English language. ■ The 
company has established itself as a leader in the industry, b 
: to put (someone or something) in a position, role, etc., that 
will last for a long time ■ As a young doctor he worked hard 
to establish himself in the community. ■ They want to estab¬ 
lish their children in the family business. 

2 a : to begin or create (something that is meant to last for a 
long time) • establish [= found] a school • The city was estab¬ 
lished [-founded] in the 18th century, b : to succeed in 
making or creating (something) • He was never able to estab¬ 
lish [-build, forge] a close relationship with his son. ■ She es¬ 
tablished a system of tracking expenses more accurately. • 
We need to establish [=se/] more realistic goals for ourselves. 

■ The two countries established a mutual trade agreement. 

3 a : to make the truth or existence of (something) clear or 
certain: to show that (something) is true or real ■ He was un¬ 
able to establish [=prove] his innocence. ■ Research has estab¬ 
lished [= demonstrated', shown] that he played an important 
role in the negotiations. ■ establishing a link between diet and 
cancer b : to find out (something) ■ Investigators are trying 


to establish if/whether anyone knew about these problems 
before the accident. • I was unable to establish why these 
changes were made. 

established adj 

1 : accepted and used by many people ■ You need to follow 
established [=standard] procedures/practices. ■ a well- 
established principle ■ He challenged the established order. 
[=the way things are usually done in society, in an organiza¬ 
tion, etc.] 

2 : successful for a long period of time • an established au¬ 
thor/artist ■ an established law firm 

3 of a church or religion : officially recognized and accepted 
by the government of a country ■ an established church — 
often used in British English to refer to the Church of En¬ 
gland ■ a leader of the Established Church 

es*tab-lish-ment /I'stzeblijmant/ noun, pi -ments 

1 [count] : a place or organization where people live or do 
business ■ a dry-cleaning establishment • a business establish¬ 
ment 

2 [noncount] ; the act of establishing something or someone: 
such as a : the act of starting something that will last for a 
long time ■ the establishment of a business/school/church/ 
settlement b : the act of causing something or someone to 
be widely known and accepted ■ the establishment of a scien¬ 
tific fact 

3 a or Establishment [singular] often disapproving : the peo¬ 
ple in business, government, etc., who have power over the 
other people in a society • She dislikes establishment types. ■ 
an antiestablishment campaign — usually used with the • We 
spent our youth rebelling against the Establishment. ■ He ac¬ 
cepted a boring job and became a member of the Establish¬ 
ment. b the establishment : the part of a particular group 
that has power or control ■ His novels were disliked by the 
literary establishment. • the medical establishment 

es«tate /Psteit/ noun, pi es-tates 

1 [count] a : all of the things that a person owns ■ His estate 
is worth millions of dollars, b : the things left by someone 
who has died ■ He inherited the estate from his parents. 

2 [count] : a large piece of land with a large house on it ■ a 
country estate ■ the grounds of the estate — see also real 
ESTATE 

3 [count] Brit: a group of buildings that were built for a par¬ 
ticular purpose (such as housing or industry) on an area of 
land ■ a council estate [=buildings built by a local govern¬ 
ment council] — see also industrial estate 

4 [count] Brit: estate car, station wagon 

5 [noncount] formal: a particular state or condition ■ the es¬ 
tate [=state] of matrimony 

- see also fourth estate 

estate agent noun, pi ~ agents [count] Brit : real es¬ 
tate AGENT 

estate car noun, pi ~ cars [count] Brit: station wagon 
estate tax noun, pi ~ taxes [count, noncount] : a tax that 
you pay on the money and other property that comes to you 
because someone has died : a tax on an estate that you in¬ 
herit — called also (Brit) death duty, ( chiefly US) death tax 
1 es«teem /i'sti:m/ noun [noncount] formal 

t : respect and affection ■ She has won esteem for her work 
with cancer patients. ■ His movies have always enjoyed criti¬ 
cal esteem. [=have always been praised by critics] ■ Please ac¬ 
cept this gift as a token of my esteem. [=as a sign of my affec¬ 
tion and respect] 

2 — used to say how much someone or something is ad¬ 
mired and respected ■ His movies have fallen in critical es¬ 
teem. [=are admired less now than they were before] — often 
used after hold • He holds his father in high esteem. [=he re¬ 
spects and admires his father] ■ That type of job is held in low 
esteem [=is poorly regarded] by most people. — see also 
SELF-ESTEEM 

2 esteem verb es-teems; es.teemed; es*teem-ing [+ obj] 
formal : to think very highly or favorably of (someone or 
something) — usually used as (be) esteemed ■ She is (highly) 
esteemed for her work with cancer patients. ■ an actor es¬ 
teemed [=admired] by all his peers ■ an esteemed author/art- 
ist/colleague 

esthete, esthetic variant spellings of aesthete, aes¬ 
thetic 

es*ti*ma«ble /'estamabal/ adj [more most ~] formal : de¬ 
serving respect : admirable • She has written an estimable 
novel. • We owe thanks to our estimable colleague. 
1 es«ti»mate /'estamat/ noun, pi -mates 

1 [count] : a guess that you make based on the information 
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you have about the size, amount, etc., of something ■ Ac¬ 
cording to government estimates , current oil reserves are 10 
percent lower than they were a year ago. • One conservative 
estimate is that he stole five million dollars. ■ At a (very) 
rough estimate , the job will take three months. 

2 [count] : a statement about how much a job will cost • We 
solicited several estimates for the project. ■ The contractor’s 
estimate for the job seemed high. 

3 : an opinion or judgment about how good or bad some¬ 
thing is [singular] He has a high estimate [ =opinion , estima¬ 
tion] of his own abilities, [noncount] The company’s prod¬ 
ucts are, by general estimate, poorly made. 

2 es-ti-mate /'esta.meit/ verb -mates; -mat-ed; -mat-ing [+ 
obj] : to give or form a general idea about the value, size, or 
cost of (something) : to make an estimate of (something) • 
They estimated the distance at/as about three miles. ■ We 
need to estimate how much paint we’ll need for the job. ■ The 
cost of the project has been estimated at/as about 10 million 
dollars. ■ He estimates that current oil reserves are 20 percent 
lower than they were a year ago. ■ Damage from the hurri¬ 
cane is estimated (to be) in the billions of dollars. 

— estimated adj ■ An estimated 50,000 people were in atten¬ 
dance. — es-ti-ma*tor / l esta l meite/ noun, pi -tors [count] 

es-ti-ma-tion /iEsta'meiJan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [singular] formal : a judgment or opinion about something 
■ My estimation of his films was never very high. [=1 never 
thought his films were very good] • This is not, in my estima¬ 
tion, an efficient use of our resources. ■ She went down in her 
supporters' estimation after she voted against the plan. 

2 a [noncount] : the act of judging the size, amount, cost, 
etc., of something : the act of estimating something • Plan¬ 
ning the project requires careful cost estimation. ■ By his 
own estimation [^estimate] he had wrecked six different cars, 
b [count] : a guess about the size, amount, cost, etc., of 
something ■ My estimation [=(more commonly) estimate] of 
the amount of materials we needed was wrong. 

es-trange /I'streincfe/ verb -trang-es; -tranged; -trang- 
ing [+ obj] formal 

1 : to cause someone to be no longer friendly or close to an¬ 
other person or group — usually + from ■ His political beliefs 
have estranged him from his family. — often used as {he) es¬ 
tranged • They are estranged fiom their children. ■ an es¬ 
tranged couple [=a married couple who no longer live to¬ 
gether] ■ her estranged husband [=her husband, who no 
longer lives with her] ■ an estranged wife [=a wife who no 
longer lives with her husband] 

2 : to cause someone to be no longer involved or connected 
with something — usually + from ■ This decision estranged 
her from the church. ■ He felt estranged from his past life. 

— es-trange-ment /I'streincfemant/ noun [noncount] ■ His 
estrangement from his family was deeply painful. 

es-tro-gen (US) or Brit oes-tro*gen /'estratfean, Brit 
'i:stracfean/ noun [noncount] medical : a substance (called a 
hormone) that occurs naturally in women Estrogen plays 
an important role in the development of the female charac¬ 
teristics of a woman’s body. 

— es-tro-gen-ic (US) or Brit oes*tro-gen-ic 

/jEstra'cfcEmk, Brit .iistra'cfcEnik/ adj, technical ■ estrogenic 
chemicals 

eS'tU-ary /'Estfa,weri, Brit 'Estfuari/ noun, pi -ar*ies [count] 
: an area where a river flows into the sea 

ETA abbr estimated time of arrival • The flight’s ETA is 5:00 
p.m. [=the flight is expected to arrive at around 5:00 p.m.] 

&— tail /'i:,teil/ noun [noncount] : the business of using the In¬ 
ternet to sell products directly to the people who will use 
them ■ growing opportunities in e-tail — often used before 
another noun • an e-tail store/site ■ e-tail sales 

— e— tail-er /'i^teila/ noun, pi -ers [count] • a book e-tailer 
[=an online bookstore] 

et al. /,Et'a:l, ,Et'£el/ abbr and others — used to shorten a list 
of names ■ a paper written by Jones, Smith, et al. <>■ The ab¬ 
breviation et al. comes from a Latin phrase that means “and 
others.” 

etc. abbr et cetera 

et Cet«era /Et'sEtara/ : and other things of the same kind 
: and so forth — in writing usually used in its abbreviated 
form etc. ■ They accuse us of being fat, stupid, lazy, etc. ■ He 
brought a tent, sleeping bag, etc. , when he came to visit. 

etch /'etf/ verb etch-es; etched; etch-ing [+ obj] : to pro¬ 
duce a pattern, design, etc., by using a powerful liquid 
(called an acid) to cut the surface of metal or glass ■ etched 
an identification number on the back of the television ■ glass 


that has been etched with an identification number — often 
used figuratively ■ That trip is etched in her memory. [=she 
will never forget that trip] ■ Pain/sorrow was etched [=was 
shown very clearly] on his face. 

— etch-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a skillful painter and etcher 
etching /'etfio/ noun, pi -ings [count] : a picture made by 

putting ink on an etched piece of metal and then pressing pa¬ 
per against the metal 

eternal /I'tjwd/ adj 

1 : having no beginning and no end in time : lasting forever ■ 
eternal life ■ eternal damnation ■ eternal bliss • the eternal 
flames of hell • light an eternal flame [=a small fire that is 
kept burning as a symbol to show that something will never 
end] 

2 : existing at all times : always true or valid ■ eternal [time¬ 
less] truths ■ in search of eternal wisdom 

3 : seeming to last forever ■ When will his eternal whining 
stop? 

— eter-naMy adv • I will be eternally grateful for your help. ■ 
eternally young 

eter-nl-ty /itanati/ noun 

1 [noncount] : time without an end ■ She promised to love 
him for all eternity. [=to love him forever] 

2 [noncount] : a state that comes after death and never ends ■ 
They believqd that sinners would spend eternity in hell. 

3 [singular] : time that seems to be without an end ■ I waited 
(for) an eternity for my car to be fixed. ■ We suffered through 
an eternity of delays during the lawsuit. 

-eth see -th 

eth-a-nol /*E0a,na:l/ noun [noncount] technical : alcohol 1 

— used especially to refer to alcohol when it is used as a fuel 
• a car that uses a mixture of ethanol and gasoline for fuel 

ether Pv&ej noun [noncount] 

1 : a liquid that bums easily, that is used to turn solid sub¬ 
stances into liquid, and that was used in medicine in the past 
to prevent patients from feeling pain during operations 

2 the ether : the air : the sky ■ The balloon disappeared into 
the ether. ■ plucked an answer out of the ether [-out of thin 
air] — used especially when describing electronic signals 
that travel through the air ■ broadcasting radio signals into 
the ether • sent a message over/through the ether 

ethe-re-al /i'0irijal/ adj [more most ~] formal 

1 a : in heaven ■ ethereal heights b : resembling heaven 
: seeming to belong to another world ■ The windows give the 
church an ethereal glow. • ethereal music 

2 : very delicate ■ an ethereal ballet dancer ■ ethereal ele¬ 
gance ■ His writing is filled with ethereal [=airy] abstractions. 

— ethe-re»al»ly adv • an ethereally beautiful image 
Ether-net /'iiBc^nct/ noun [noncount] technical : a system of 

wires and devices for connecting computers so that they can 
work together 
eth-ic /*E0ik/ noun, pi -ics 

1 [count] : rules of behavior based on ideas about what is 
morally good and bad • the Protestant/Puritan ethic — usu¬ 
ally plural ■ legal/medical ethics ■ govemment/joumalistic/ 
professional ethics ■ His ethics are questionable. [=some of 
the things he does may be morally wrong] • The company 
has its own code of ethics. [=its own set of rules about good 
and bad behavior] 

2 ethics [noncount] : an area of study that deals with ideas 
about what is good and bad behavior : a branch of philoso¬ 
phy dealing with what is morally right or wrong ■ Ethics is his 
chosen field of study. 

3 [count] : a belief that something is very important — usu¬ 
ally singular • a peace ethic ■ People here have a strong work 
ethic. [=a strong belief in the importance and value of work] 

eth-i-cal /'E0ikai/ adj 

1 : involving questions of right and wrong behavior : relat¬ 
ing to ethics ■ ethical [=moral] principles/standards ■ ethical 
theories/problems 

2 [more most ~] : following accepted rules of behavior 
: morally right and good ■ Some doctors feel that this proce¬ 
dure is not medically ethical. ■ favoring the ethical [=hu¬ 
mane ?] treatment of animals — opposite UNETHICAL 

— eth-i-cal-ly /'E0ikli/ adv • behaving ethically [=in a way 
that is right and good] ■ ethically dubious behavior ^be¬ 
havior that may be morally wrong] ■ Her involvement in 
the case was ethically wrong. 

’etlvnjc /'e0nik/ adj 

1 : of or relating to races or large groups of people who have 
the same customs, religion, origin, etc. ■ The U.S. has a wide 
variety of ethnic groups made up of immigrants or their de- 


E 



ethnic • evaluate 


564 


scendants. ■ ethnic Germans/Chinese [=people whose culture 
or background is German/Chinese] ■ ethnic violence/fighting 
[=violence/fighting between different ethnic groups] ■ ethnic 
minorities [=people who belong to an ethnic group that is a 
relatively small part of a population] 

2 : associated with or belonging to a particular race or group 
of people who have a culture that is different from the main 
culture of a country ■ an ethnic neighborhood ■ ethnic cus¬ 
toms * I love ethnic food/restaurants. 

— eth-ni-cal-ly /'eGnikli/ adv ■ an ethnically diverse popula¬ 
tion — eth-nic-i-ty /eG'nisati/ noun, pi -ties [count] peo¬ 
ple of different ethnicities [=people who belong to different 
ethnic groups] [noncount] groups separated by race and 
ethnicity 

2 ethnic noun, pi -nics [count] chiefly US : a person who be¬ 
longs to a particular ethnic group — used chiefly in newspa¬ 
pers and magazines ■ trying to win the votes of blacks and of 
white ethnics ■ urban ethnics 

ethnic cleansing noun [noncount] : the practice of re¬ 
moving or killing people who belong to an ethnic group that 
is different from the ruling group in a country or region 
eth*nO*Cen«triC /,eGnou'sentrik/ acfj [more most ~] dis¬ 
approving : having or based on the idea that your own group 
or culture is better or more important than others ■ The re¬ 
view was criticized for its ethnocentric bias. 

— eth-no-cen-tric-ity AeGnousen'trisoti/ noun [noncount] 

— eth-no-cen-trism AeGnou'sen^rizom/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

eth*nog*ra*phy /cG'nargrafi/ noun [noncount] : the study 
of human races and cultures 

— eth-nog-ra-pher /eG'nargrafa 1 / noun, pi -phers [count] 

— eth-no-graph-ic /^Gna'grzefik/ adj ■ ethnographic re¬ 
search — eth-no.graph-i-cal-ly /,cGno'gr£efikli/ adv 

ethos /'i:,Ga:s/ noun [singular] formal : the guiding beliefs of 
a person, group, or organization ■ The company made envi¬ 
ronmental awareness part of its business ethos. ■ They are 
working to keep a democratic ethos alive in the community. 
■ an ethos of arrogance 

eth-yl alcohol /'eGal-/ noun [noncount] technical : etha¬ 
nol 

etiquette /'etikot/ noun [noncount] : the rules indicating 
the proper and polite way to behave ■ Her failure to respond 
to the invitation was a serious breach of etiquette. • a book of 
etiquette • telephone etiquette [=the proper way to behave 
when speaking on the telephone] 

-ette noun suffix 

1 : little one ■ kitchenette 

2 : female ■ majo rette 

et-y-mol-O-gy /,ct3'ma;l3(fei/ noun, pi -gies 

1 [count] : an explanation of where a word came from : the 
history of a word ■ According to its etymology, the English 
word “dope” comes from the Dutch word “doop" (which 
means “sauce”). ■ Several different etymologies have been 
proposed. 

2 [noncount] : the study of word histories ■ an expert in ety¬ 
mology 

— et-y-mo-log-i-cal /.eta^a'lcrcfeikal/ adj ■ etymological 
research ■ an etymological dictionary/expert — et-y-mo- 
log-i-cal-ly /.cta^a'larcfeikli/ adv ■ The words are related 
etymologically. — et-y-mol-o-gist /,ct3'ma:l9cfeist/ noun, 
pi -gists [count] ■ a brilliant etymologist 

EU abbr European Union 

eil-ca-lyp-tUS /.juika'liptas/ noun, pi -tus-es also -ti 
/, juika'lip^ai/ [count] : a type of tree that grows naturally in 
western Australia and that is grown in other places for the 
products (such as wood and oil) that it provides 
Eu-Cha-riSt /■juikarast/ noun 
the Eucharist : a Christian ceremony in which bread is eat¬ 
en and wine is drunk as a way of showing devotion to Jesus 
Christ : communion ■ celebrate the Eucharist 

— Eu«cha«riS'tic /Juika'ristik/ acjj 

eu-gen-iCS /ju'cfceniks/ noun [noncount] : a science that 
tries to improve the human race by controlling which people 
become parents 

eu-lo-gize also Brit eu-lo-gise /'ju:l3,cfeaiz/ verb -giz-es; 
-gized; -giz-ing (+ obj] : to say or write good things about 
(someone or something); especially : to praise (someone who 
has died) in a eulogy ■ He was eulogized at his funeral as a 
great actor and a good friend. 

— eu-lo-gist /'juilacfoist/ noun, pi -gists [count] ■ described 
by his eulogist as a great actor 

eu-lo-gy /'jurlacfci/ noun, pi -gies [count] : a speech that 


praises someone who has died "He delivered a moving eulo¬ 
gy at his father’s funeral. Eulogy can refer to any speech 
expressing praise, but it almost always refers to a funeral 
speech. — compare elegy 

eiMlUCh /'juinak/ noun, pi eu-nuchs [count] : a man who 
has had his sexual organs removed 
eu-phe*mism /'ju^mizam/ noun, pi -misms [count] : a 
mild or pleasant word or phrase that is used instead of one 
that is unpleasant or offensive ■ using “eliminate” as a euphe¬ 
mism for “kill” 

— eu-phe-mis-tic /, juifa'mistik/ adj [more most ~] ■ eu¬ 
phemistic language — eu-phe-mis-ti-cal-ly /,ju:fa- 
'mistikli/ adv ■ The prison was euphemistically referred to 
as a “correctional facility." 

eu*phO*ni*OUS /ju'founijas/ acjj [more most ~] formal 
: having a pleasant sound ■ a euphonious name ■ euphonious 
harmonies 

eu*pho*ria /ju'forija/ noun [noncount] : a feeling of great 
happiness and excitement ■ The initial euphoria following 
their victory in the election has now subsided. ■ The drug 
produces intense feelings of euphoria. 

— eu-phor-ic /ju'fonk/ adj [more most ~] ■ a euphoric 
mood ■ feeling euphoric ■ euphoric effects of a drug — eu- 
phor-i-cal-ly /ju*fonkli/ adv 

Eurasian /ju'reisan/ acjj 

1 : of or relating to both Europe and Asia ■ a Eurasian em¬ 
pire ■ a Eurasian species of bird 

2 ; having ancestors from both Europe and Asia ■ a Eurasian 
child 

— Eurasian noun, pi -asians [count] 

eu«re*ka /ju'riika/ inter/ — used to express excitement when 
a discovery has been made ■ He held up the gold and shouted 
“ Eurefcal I have found it!” 

eu-ro /'jurou/ noun, pi -ros also -ro [count] : a monetary 
unit used by countries of the European Union since 1999 ■ 
was sold for 100,000 euros 

Euro- or Eur- combining form : Europe : European : Euro¬ 
pean and ■ Euro- American relations ■ Eurasian 
Eu-ro-pe-an /,jur9,pi:j3n/ noun, pi -ans [count] 

1 : a person bom, raised, or living in Europe; also : a native 
or resident of the continent of Europe rather than Britain 

2 : a person who is descended from Europeans 

— European acjj ■ European history 
eu*tha*ria*Sia /juiGa'neisa/ noun [noncount] : the act or 

practice of killing someone who is very sick or injured in or¬ 
der to prevent any more suffering ■ a physician who refuses 
to practice euthanasia — called also mercy killing 
evac-U-ate /I'vsekja^eit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to remove (someone) from a dangerous place ■ 
People who live along the coast are being evacuated as the 
hurricane approaches. ■ During World War II, children were 
evacuated from London to the country. 

2 : to leave (a dangerous place) [+ obj] Residents were or¬ 
dered to evacuate the building, [no obj] Residents have been 
ordered to evacuate. 

3 [+ obj] medical : to pass (solid waste) from your body • 
evacuate your bowels 

— evac-u-a-tion /Lvaekja'wei/an/ noun, pi -tions [non¬ 
count] Many nations are assisting in the evacuation of the 
refugees, [count] repeated evacuations of the embassy 

evac«U*ee /i.vsekja'wi:/ noun, pi -ees [count] : a person 
who has been removed from a dangerous place : a person 
who has been evacuated ■ One hundred evacuees spent the 
night at a school during the storm, 
evade /I'veid/ verb evades; evad>ed; evad-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to stay away from (someone or something) : to avoid 
(someone or something) ■ The criminals have so far managed 
to evade the police. ■ They have evaded capture/arrest. 
[=have avoided being captured/arrested] ■ His criminal activ¬ 
ities somehow evaded detection. [=were not detected] b 
: to avoid dealing with or facing (something) ■ a politician 
skilled at evading difficult questions ■ The governor has been 
accused of evading the issue, c : to avoid doing (something 
required) ■ illegally evading taxes [^failing to pay taxes] 

2 a : to not be understood by (someone) ■ Their purpose in 
doing this evades me. [=1 don’t understand their purpose] b 
: to fail to be achieved by (someone) ■ Up to now, success 
has evaded [= eluded] me. 

— evad-er noun, pi -ers [count] • tax evaders 
eval«u»ate /i'vseli3.weit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing [+ obj] 

: to judge the value or condition of (someone or something) 
in a careful and thoughtful way ■ We need to evaluate our op- 
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tions. ■ evaluate a job candidate • evaluate a training program 
as effective/ineffective 

— eval-u-a-tion /i,vaelj3'weij3n/ noun , pi -tions [count] 
make/do an evaluation of the program ■ He’s been ordered 
to undergo/have/get a psychiatric evaluation. ■ teacher 
evaluations [noncount] The program will be undergoing 
careful evaluation. — eval-u-a*tive /i'v2elj3,weinv, Brit 
I'vaeljuativ/ adj, formal • evaluative procedures/criteria 
— eval-u-a-tor /i'v2elj3,weit37 noun, pi -tors [count] 

ev-a-nes-cent /.eva'nesnt/ adj [more most ~] formal + 
literary : lasting a very short time • evanescent fame 

— ev-a-nes-cence Aeva'nesns/ noun [noncount] 
evan-gel-i-cal/.ir.vsen'cfechkal/a^ [more most ~] 

1 : of or relating to a Christian sect or group that stresses the 
authority of the Bible, the importance of believing that Jesus 
Christ saved you personally from sin or hell, and the preach¬ 
ing of these beliefs to other people ■ the evangelical move¬ 
ment ■ She is an evangelical Christian. 

2 : having or showing very strong and enthusiastic feelings ■ 
He spoke about the project with evangelical zeal. 

— evangelical or Evangelical noun, pi -cals [count] ■ She 
is an Evangelical. — evan-gel-i-cal-ly /,i:,v£en'cfeclikli/ 
adv 

evan-ge-list /I'vaencfealist/ noun, pi -lists [count] 

1 : a person and especially a preacher who tries to convince 
people to become Christian — see also televangelist 

2 : someone who talks about something with great enthusi¬ 
asm ■ an evangelist of space exploration ■ software evangelists 

3 or Evangelist: a writer of any of the Gospels in the Bible • 
St. John the Evangelist 

— evan-ge-lism /I'vzencfoalizam/ noun [noncount] • televi¬ 
sion evangelism — evan-ge-lis*tic /Lvzencfea'listik/ adj 
[more most — ] • He spoke with evangelistic [= evangeli¬ 
cal ] zeal. ■ the evangelistic movement 

evan*ge*lize also Brit evan*ge»lise /i'v2encfe3,laiz/ verb 
-liz*es; -lized; -liz*ing : to try to convert (a group or area) 
to a different religion (especially Christianity) [+ obj] The 
missionaries set out to evangelize the world. — often used 
figuratively • They evangelized their neighbors about the im¬ 
portance of saving energy, [no obj] They were evangelizing 
about the importance of saving energy. 

— evan-ge-li-za-tion also Brit evan*ge*li-sa-tion 
/qvzencfcala'zeijan, Brit i,V2encfe3,lai'zeij3n/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

evap* 0 *rate /i'v*ep3,reit/ verb -rates; -rat»ed; -rat-ing 

1 : to change from a liquid into a gas [no obj \ Let the liquid 
start to evaporate. [+ obj] The heat evaporated the water. 

2 [no obj] : to go away suddenly : to disappear or vanish ■ 
The opportunity evaporated before he could act on it. 

— evap-o-ra-tion /^vsepa'reijan/ noun [noncount] ■ water 
loss through evaporation — evap-o-ra-tive /i'vaep3,reitiv/ 
adj, technical ■ evaporative cooling — evap-o-ra-tor 
/I'vaepa^eita/ noun, pi -tors [count] ■ The boiling takes 
place in machines called evaporators. 

evaporated milk noun [noncount] : canned milk from 
which most of the water has been removed — compare 

CONDENSED MILK 

eva-sion /i'vei33n/ noun , pi -sions 

1 a [noncount] : the act of avoiding something that you do 
not want to do or deal with : the act of evading something ■ 
He was arrested for tax/draft evasion, b [count] : a way of 
avoiding something ■ They came up with an evasion of the 
law to keep all the land for themselves. 

2 [count] : a statement or action that avoids directly dealing 
with something (such as a difficult problem or question) ■ 
His reply was nothing but careful evasions. 

eva*sive /I'veisiv/ adj [more —; most ~] 

1 : not honest or direct ■ She gave an evasive answer. 

2 : done to avoid harm, an accident, etc. ■ They took evasive 
action to avoid capture. ■ an evasive maneuver 

— eva-sive-ly adv ■ She answered evasively. — evasive¬ 
ness noun [noncount] 

eve /'i:v/ noun, pi eves [count] 

1 literary : evening ■ one pleasant summer’s eve • “ ... from 
noon to dewy eve ...” —John Milton, Paradise Lost (1667) 

2 : the evening or the day before a special day — usually sin¬ 
gular ■ New Year’s Eve ■ Christmas Eve 

3 : the period of time just before an important event — used 
in the phrase on the eve of ■ The students were nervous on 
the eve of their graduation. 

1 even /'i.van/ adj 

1 [more most ~] a : having a flat, smooth, or level sur¬ 


face ■ We finally reached even ground after the long climb. ■ 
The ground became more even. [=level] b : not having 
breaks or bumps ■ an even coastline ■ The transition was even 
[=smooth] and slow. 

2 : located next to someone or something else • They slowed 
down and waited for him to draw even. — often + with ■ The 
houses are lined up even with each other. [=lined up so that 
neither one is in front of or behind the other] 

3 : not changing : staying the same ■ She spoke with a calm, 
even voice. • the even beat of the drum ■ He was maintaining 
an even [-constant] speed. 

4 a [more most ~] : equal and fair : not giving an advan¬ 
tage to one side or group ■ an even trade ■ He favors a more 
even distribution of wealth. ■ Everyone should have an even 
chance, b : having nothing owed by either side ■ Here’s the 
money I owe you. Now we’re even. [=now we don’t owe each 
other anything] c : not likely to be won easily by one side 
or another • an even match 

5 a of a number : able to be divided by two into two equal 
whole numbers ■ 2, 4, 6, and 8 are even numbers; 1, 3, 5, and 
7 are odd numbers, b : marked by an even number ■ the 
even and odd pages of a book c always used before a noun 
: not more or less than a stated amount ■ That’ll cost you an 
even dollar, [-that’ll cost you exactly one dollar] ■ an even 
dozen 

6 — used to say that something is as likely to happen as to 
not happen ■ He stands an even [-fifty-fifty] chance of win¬ 
ning. ■ Our chances of success or failure are about even, 
break even see 1 break 

get even : to do something bad or unpleasant to someone 
who has treated you badly or unfairly ■ He vowed that he 
would get even (with them) for the way he’d been treated. 
on an even keel see *keel 

— even-ly adv ■ The money was distributed evenly. ■ The 
committee was evenly divided. ■ The two teams are evenly 
matched. ■ Apply pressure slowly and evenly. — even¬ 
ness /'iivannas/ noun [noncount] ■ the evenness of the 
lighting/distribution/match 
2 even adv 

1 — used to stress something that is surprising or unlikely ■ 
It’s so simple that even a child can do it. "Not only did she 
stay in business, she even managed to make a profit. ■ 
They’ve changed everything about the place, even the color! 
■ They’ve changed the doors, the carpets, the color, even ! 

2 — used to stress the difference between two things that are 
being compared ■ His first book was good, but this one is 
even better. ■ An even bigger change came the next year. 

3 — used after a negative word (such as not or a contraction 
of not) to stress the smallness of an amount or effort ■ Not 
only didn’t they help, they didn’t even offer to help! ■ We 
thought he’d be interested in the painting, but he didn’t even 
glance at it. ■ She didn’t even give him a second thought. 

4 — used to stress something that goes beyond what has just 
been mentioned in some way (such as by being stronger or 
more specific) ■ They were willing, even eager, to help. ■ The 
disease can cause brain damage and even death. 

even as : at the same time as ■ They are finishing the job 
even as we speak. [=they are finishing the job right now] 
even if — used to stress that something will happen despite 
something else that might prevent it ■ I’m going to the par¬ 
ty even if it rains. [=whether or not it rains] 
even now/then 1 — used to stress that something is or was 
happening at a particular time ■ They are even now prepar¬ 
ing for his arrival. [=they are preparing for his arrival right 
now] ■ Enemy troops were even then approaching the city. 
2 — used to stress that something (such as a person’s atti¬ 
tude or behavior) was or is very surprising and unexpected 
■ We showed her the proof, but even then, she wouldn’t ad¬ 
mit she was wrong. ■ Despite all that went wrong, he insists 
even now that he would do it again. 
even so — used to introduce a statement that is somehow 
different from what has just been said ■ These problems 
are not as bad as they were. Even so, there is much more 
work to be done. 

even though — used as a stronger way to say “though” or 
“although" ■ She stayed with him even though he often mis¬ 
treated her. ■ I’m going even though it may rain. 

3 even verb evens; evened; even-ing [+ obj] : to make 
(something) equal ■ He evened [=tied] the set at two games 
apiece. — see also even the score at 1 score 
even out [phrasal verb] 1 : to become level ■ After a long 
climb the ground evened out. [= leveled out] 2 even (some¬ 
thing) out or even out (something) : to make (something) 
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even and smooth ■ Let me even out the rug. 3 even out or 
even (something) out or even out (something ): to reach a 
balanced or middle state between extremes over a period 
of time ■ The economy had good periods and bad periods, 
but it all evened out by the end of the year. ■ Any variations 
will be evened out eventually. 

even-hand-ed Aivan'hjendad/ adj [more most ~] : not 

favoring one side or group over another : fair • evenhanded 
justice ■ I thought it was an evenhanded assessment/analysis/ 
treatment of her performance. 

— even-hand-ed.ly adv - even-hand-ed-ness noun 
[noncount] 

1 eve«ning /'iivnig/ noun, pi -nings [count] 

1 : tile last part of the day and early part of the night ■ We’re 
going out to dinner this evening. ■ He devotes his evenings to 
charity work. ■ They left on the evening of July 26. — often 
used before another noun ■ an evening walk ■ We watched 
the evening news. [=a news program broadcast in the 
evening] ■ I’m taking two evening classes. [=classes for adult 
students that are scheduled in the evening] 

2 : an event or activity that happens during an evening ■ 
We’re looking forward to an evening at the theater. ■ several 
fun-filled evenings of poker 

3 literary : a late part of something (such as a person’s life) ■ 
He met her in the evening of his life. 

2 evening present participle of 3 even 
evening gown noun, pi ~~ gowns [count]: a long, formal 
dress that is worn to evening parties or events — called also 
evening dress', see color picture on page C15 
evenings /'i:viui]z/ adv, US : in the evening ■ He has to 
work evenings. 
evening star noun 

the evening star : the planet Venus when it can be seen in 
the western sky at sunset or just after sunset — compare 

MORNING STAR 

event /I'vent/ noun, pi events [count] 

1 a : something (especially something important or notable) 
that happens ■ The article recounted the events of the past 
year. ■ the last major/big event of the summer ■ He had no 
memory of the events that happened afterwards. ■ The acci¬ 
dent was caused by an unusual sequence/chain/series of 
events. ■ It’s difficult to predict the course of events [=to 
predict what will happen] with any confidence. — see also 
CURRENT events b : a planned occasion or activity (such 
as a social gathering) ■ She likes to arrive at social events ear¬ 
ly. ■ upcoming events • a sporting event ■ a calendar of events 

— see also media event, nonevent 

2 : any one of the contests in a sports program ■ track-and- 
field events ■ It’s the only event on the golf tour that she 
hasn’t yet won. ■ the main event 

at all events or In any event — used to say that what is be¬ 
ing said is true no matter what other things may or may 
not happen or be true ■ It’s possible that she was too ner¬ 
vous to pay close attention. At all events [-in any case, any¬ 
way], she does not have all the details quite right. • It is cu¬ 
rious, in any event , why their decision bothers him so 
much. 

in the event chiefly Brit : when something that was planned 
or thought about actually happened ■ We thought the 
weather might delay us, but, in the event [=as it turned out], 
we were able to leave on time. 
in the event of: if (something) happens • In the event of rain 
[=if it rains], the ceremony will be held indoors. ■ I can call 
for help in the event of an emergency. 
in the event (that) : if it happens that (something occurs) 
: IF ■ In the event you (should) decide not to continue your 
subscription, you may cancel it at any time. ■ The insur¬ 
ance policy will provide you with a regular income in the 
(unlikely) event that you are injured. 
overtaken by events see overtake 
even-tempered adj [more most ~]: not easily upset or 
made angry ■ a very even-tempered girl 
event*ful /iVentfal/ adj [more most ~]: having many im¬ 
portant things happening ■ an eventful [=busy] day ■ He led a 
short but eventful life. ■ It was an extremely eventful period in 
American history. 

— event'fuMy adv ■ The day began eventfully. — event-ful¬ 
ness noun [noncount] 

even-tu-al /I'ventjawal/ adj : coming or happening at a lat¬ 
er time ■ our eventual success ■ She lost to the eventual cham¬ 
pion. [=the person who would later become champion] ■ This 


plant reaches an eventual height of 15 feet. [=this plant will 
grow to be 15 feet high] 

even*tu*al*i*ty /i,ventf3'w£el3ti/ noun, pi -ties [count] for¬ 
mal : something that might happen : a possible event or oc¬ 
currence "He planned carefully and was ready for any even¬ 
tuality. 

even»tU«aHy /I'ventjawali, I'vcntfali/ adv : at some later 
time : m the end • Eventually, I did get better and returned to 
work. ■ I am sure that we’ll succeed eventually. ■ Her constant 
campaigning eventually got her the nomination. ■ This plant 
eventually reaches a height of 15 feet. 

ev-er /'ev »/ adv 

1 : at any time ■ The crime rate is higher now than it has ever 
been. ■ He’s forgotten all he’s ever learned about history. ■ 
Have you ever been to France? ■ She’s doing fine and is as 
pretty as ever. ■ No one has ever seen a better example of 
woodwork. ■ We need your help now more than ever (be¬ 
fore). ■ Has this ever been done before? ■ That was my best 
vacation ever. [=the best vacation I have ever had] ■ Did it 
ever occur to you that I might like more myself? ■ He's a 
bom politician if ever I saw one. [=he is certainly a bom pol¬ 
itician] ■ That was the worst movie I ever saw. ■ I don’t ever 
want to do that again. = ( informal) I don't want to ever do 
that again. = I don’t want to do that again, everl 

2 formal : at all times ■ He is ever [^always] faithful. ■ moving 
ever westward ■ a guard who is ever watchful = an ever 
watchful guard 

3 : to a greater degree ■ Technology in recent years has be¬ 
come ever more sophisticated. ■ The deadline draws ever 
closer. ■ Millions of farmers were forced into ever- deeper 
debt during the Great Depression. 

4 — used after words like where, who, how, and why to make 
a question more forceful » How ever can I (possibly) thank 
you? ■ What ever happened to my former classmates? ■ 
Where ever did I put my keys? ■ “I can’t do that.’’ “Why ever 
not?” ■ Who ever would want to go there? — also used in in¬ 
direct questions ■ I can’t imagine who ever would want to go 
there! 

5 US, informal — used to give stress to what follows ■ Wow, 
was he ever funny! [=he was very funny] ■ Am I ever embar¬ 
rassed! [=1 am very embarrassed] 

as ever : as has always been true : as usual ■ The problem, 
as ever, is to find a better way to control spending. 
ever after old-fashioned : from that time forward ■ She re¬ 
membered him fondly ever ctfter. Fairy tales sometimes 
end by saying that the characters in the story lived happily 
ever after. ■ The prince saved the queen and they all lived 
happily ever after. The phrase live happily ever ctfter is also 
used to describe real people who are being compared in 
some way to characters in a fairy tale. ■ His biography tells 
the story of a poor boy who grew up to be a millionaire 
and lived happily ever ctfter. 

ever and anon old-fashioned + literary : at different times 
: now and then ■ Ever and anon [-every so often] there came 
the sound of bells. 

ever since 1 : continually or often from a past time until 
now ■ We both liked the idea and have been working on it 
ever since. [=since then] ■ I went to the festival its first year 
and have been returning ever since. 2 : continually from 
the time in the past when : since ■ She’s wanted to be a 
firefighter ever since she was a young girl. 
ever so informal : very ■ Thank you ever so much. ■ I’m 
ever so glad that you got better. ■ The violin was ever so 
slightly out of tune. 

ever such chiefly Brit, informal — used as a more forceful 
way to say “such” ■ He’s ever such a nice person! [=he's a 
very nice person] 

for ever (and ever) : forever ■ I'll love you for ever and 
ever'. 

hardly/scarcely ever : almost never : rarely ■ She hardly 
ever sings anymore. ■ I scarcely ever think of them now. 
never ever informal — used especially in speech as a more 
forceful way to say “never” ■ He never ever wanted to grow 
up. ■ I promise to never ever do it again. 
rarely/seldom ever : almost never : rarely ■ We seldom 
ever dine out these days. ■ She rarely ever drinks wine. ^ 
Some people regard rarely ever and seldom ever as incor¬ 
rect, but these phrase are common in speech and in infor¬ 
mal writing. 

rarely/seldom if ever — used as a more forceful way to say 
“rarely” or “seldom” ■ I have seldom if ever been so embar¬ 
rassed. A Rarely if ever and seldom if ever can be written 
both with or without commas ■ Such radical opinions have 
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rarely , if ever, been heard here before. ■ She rarely if ever 
sings anymore. 

Yours ever or Ever yours Brit — used as a way to end an 
informal letter ■ Yours ever, Robert 
ev-er-green / , eva» 1 gri:n/ adj : having leaves that remain 
green all year long • Most pines are evergreen trees. ■ ever¬ 
green forests/leaves 

— evergreen /'eva^griin/ noun, pi -greens [count] ■ Most 
pine trees are evergreens. 

ev-er-last-ing /jEva-'lsestii], Brit ,ev3'la:stn]/ adj : lasting 
forever ■ everlasting love = love everlasting • To his everlasting 
credit, he never once gave in to temptation. 

— ev*er*last-ing*ly adv • We are everlastingly hopeful. 
ev«ery /'cvri/ adj 

1 : including each person or thing in a group or series ■ 1 
heard every word you said. ■ He devotes every spare moment 
to his hobby. ■ His every move was carefully watched. ■ She’s 
beautiful in every way/respect. ■ Ceramics of every kind were 
on display. ■ We have every reason to believe (that) he’s tell¬ 
ing the truth. [=we have no reason not to believe him] ■ He 
looked closely at every last one [=every one] of them. ■ They 
were questioning every little thing [ ^everything 1 she said. ■ He 
provided them with guidance every step of the way. 
[throughout the entire process] ■ Every time [=whenever] I 
go there 1 learn something new. • We’re making every effort 
[=we’re doing all that we can] to solve the problem. 

2 a — used to describe how often some repeated activity, 
event, etc., happens or is done ■ She drives to town every few 
days. ■ Every day she starts work at 8 a.m. ■ The fair is held 
every other/second year, [the fair is held one year, not held 
the next year, held the following year, and so on] b — used 
to describe how far apart the things in a series of things are 
placed from each other ■ They placed a marker every 20 
yards or so. C — used in phrases like one In every three to 
describe how common something is ■ problems that affect 
one in every three people 

3 : not lacking in any way • I have every [= complete , total] 
confidence in you. 

at every turn see ^urn 
each and every see ‘each 
every bit see ‘bit 

every expectation of see expectation 
every man for himself see ‘man 

every now and then/again or every once in a while or ev¬ 
ery so often : sometimes but not often : from time to 
time : occasionally * We still see each other every now 
and then. ■ They would get together every now and again. • 
Every so often she’d come in to check on him. 
every which way US, informal 1 : in every direction ■ Bul¬ 
lets were flying every which way. 2 : in a disorderly man¬ 
ner ■ The papers were stacked every which way. 
ev«ery»body /'evr^bAdi, 'evri.baidi, Brit 'evrijbDdi/ pro¬ 
noun 

1 : every person : everyone • The president waved to ev¬ 
erybody in the crowd. ■ Everybody hates to hear bad news. 

2 : every important person ■ Everybody will be there. 
ev«ery«day /'evr^dei/ adj, always used before a noun : used 

or seen every day : suitable for every day ■ everyday clothes ■ 
Don’t let the problems of everyday life get you down. ■ She 
uses a variety of everyday [= familiar, ordinary] objects in her 
art. ■ everyday [= ordinary ] people 
ev-ery-man or Ev»ery»man /'evri,m 2 en/ noun [singular] 
: the typical, ordinary person ■ an actor who is seen as the 
image of everyman 

ev»ery«one /'evri.wAn/ pronoun : every person : every¬ 
body • He hated the movie but everyone else enjoyed it. ■ 
Not everyone got the joke. 

ev-ery-place /'evri,pleis/ adv, US : everywhere ■ We’ve 
been seeing them everyplace. ■ We see them everyplace we go. 
ey»ery«thinq /'evri.Bnj/ pronoun 

1 a : every tfiing there is : all that exists ■ People will buy ev¬ 
erything she paints. • I didn’t agree with everything he said. ■ 
What do you buy for the man who has everything! b : all 
that is related to a particular subject ■ Tell us everything that 
happened. ■ He denied everything about the incident. ^ The 
phrase everything from (something) to (something) is used to 
show the wide range of things that are included in some¬ 
thing. ■ The company makes everything fi-om golf tees to dia¬ 
pers. ■ Her paintings have been called everything fi-om childish 
to brilliant. 

2 : all that is important ■ To him, money is everything. [=he 
only cares about money] ■ She means everything to me. 


3 informal : the things that are happening in a person’s life ■ 
How’s everything! • Everything is fine. * We’re pretty happy 
with everything right now. ❖ Phrases like How’s everything? 
and How’s everything going? are used, especially in U.S. En¬ 
glish, as informal ways to say "How are you?" 
and everything informal : and other things like that ■ I like 
being out in the forest with all the birds and trees and ev¬ 
erything. ■ He has a lot on his mind, what with his health 
problems and everything, 
carry everything before you see ‘carry 
ev»ery>where /'evr^wea'/ adv : in or to every place ■ Every¬ 
where we went, people were friendly. ■ His new book is anx¬ 
iously awaited by fans evetywhere. • 1 seem to hear his music 
everywhere these days! ■ We went everywhere we could, 
evict /Pvikt/ verb evicts; evicted; evicting [+ obj ] : to 
force (someone) to leave a place ■ His landlord has threat¬ 
ened to evict him if he doesn’t pay the rent soon. ■ They were 
evicted from their apartment. 

— eviction /I'vikjan/ noun, pi -tions [noncount] He was 
threatened with eviction for failing to pay the rent, [count] 
unlawful evictions 

1 ev»i«dence /‘evadans/ noun, pi -denc*es 

1 a [noncount] : something which shows that something else 
exists or is true ■ There is no evidence that these devices actu¬ 
ally work. ■ He has been unable to find evidence to support 
his theory. ■ She first showed/gave evidence of her abilities 
[=she first showed her abilities] at an early age. ■ Investiga¬ 
tors could find no evidence linking him to the crime. ■ He de¬ 
nies that he was involved, despite (abundant/ample) evidence 
to the contrary. [=despite evidence indicating that he was in¬ 
volved] b [count] chiefly US, somewhat formal : a visible 
sign of something — usually plural ■ They found many evi¬ 
dences of neglect. 

2 [noncount] : material that is presented to a court of law to 
help find the truth about something ■ The jury had a great 
deal of evidence to sort through before reaching a verdict. ■ 
There is not a scrap/shred of evidence in her favor. ■ circum¬ 
stantial evidence ■ Anything you say may be used as/in evi¬ 
dence against you. ■ The letter was admitted in evidence. = 
(i chiefly US) The letter was admitted into evidence. [=the let¬ 
ter was accepted by the court as evidence] ■ You may be 
asked to give evidence [=testtfy\ at the trial. — see also 

STATE’S EVIDENCE 

in evidence : easily seen ■ Her charm was very much in evi¬ 
dence throughout the meeting. • Their former confidence 
is now nowhere in evidence. [=nowhere to be seen, entirely 
absent] 

2 evidence verb -denc-es; -denced; -denc-ing [+ obj] for- 
mal : to offer or show evidence of (something) : to show or 
indicate (something) ■ certificates evidencing stock owner¬ 
ship — often used as (be) evidenced ■ The effectiveness of the 
program is clearly evidenced [=shown] by the recent decrease 
in drug-related crimes throughout the city, 
as (is) evidenced by : as is clearly shown by ■ She has be¬ 
come known for the power of her writing, as (is) evidenced 
by the popularity of her new book. ■ There clearly were 
settlements here, as evidenced by these remains. 
ev«i*dent /'evadant/ adj [more most ~]: clear to the sight 
or mind : obvious » She spoke with evident anguish about 
the death of her son. ■ The problems have been evident for 
quite some time. — compare self-evident 
ev-i-denMy /'evadantli, (Eva'dentli/ adv 

1 : in a way that can be easily seen or noticed : in an evident 
way ■ He was evidently [=obviously] uncomfortable. ■ Evident¬ 
ly you and 1 have different feelings on this issue. ■ “We seem 
to have different feelings on this issue." “ Evidently !” 

2 — used to describe something that appears to be true 
based on what is known ■ Ancient Spartans were evidently 
taught to prefer death to dishonor. ■ Evidently [= apparently] 
nobody saw them leave. 

1 evil/'i:val/ adj evil*er; evil-est [or more most ~] 

1 : morally bad ■ an evil villain ■ evil spirits ■ evil deeds 

2 a : causing harm or injury to someone ■ She drank an evil 
potion, b : marked by bad luck or bad events ■ The city has 
fallen on evil days/times. C : very unpleasant or offensive • 
an evil smell ■ an evil temper d : showing that something 
bad will happen ■ It was an evil omen. 

— evil-ly adv ■ He grinned evilly. — evil-ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

2 evil noun, pi evils 

1 [noncount] : the force of things that are morally bad ■ the 
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battle of good versus evil ■ He believed that the world was 
full of evil. [ -wickedness ] 

2 [count] : something that is harmful or bad — usually plu¬ 
ral ■ They were talking about the evils of alcohol. ■ all the 
evils that plague us The lesser of two evils or the lesser 
evil is the better choice between two unpleasant choices. ■ 
Since neither candidate is appealing, voters are forced to 
choose the lesser of two evils. • Which candidate would be the 
lesser evil? <*■ A necessary evil is a bad or unwanted thing 
that has to be done or accepted to achieve some good result. 
• He thinks of taxes as a necessary evil. 
evil*do-er /p.val'duiwa*/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person 
who does bad or evil things ■ The sheriff is protecting the 
community from evildoers. 

— evil-do-ing /,i:v9l'du:wir)/ noun, pi -ings [noncount] no 
evidence of evildoing [= wrongdoing ] [count] his defense of 
his evildoings 

evil eye noun 

the evil eye : a look that is thought to be able to harm 
someone ■ He gave her the evil eye. 
evil— HI inched Aiivgl'maindgd/ adj [more most ~] 
: thinking bad or evil thoughts : having a morally bad mind 
or character ■ an evil-minded villain 

— evil—mind-ed*ness noun [noncount] 

evince /I'vins/ verb evinoes; evinced; evinc-ing [+ obj] 
formal : to show (something) clearly • She evinced an interest 
in art at an early age. 

evis-cer-ate /i'vis3,reit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing [+ obj] 
formal: to take out the internal organs of (an animal) : dis¬ 
embowel ■ tools used for eviscerating [=gutting] fish — often 
used figuratively ■ Opponents charge that the amendment 
would eviscerate [=badly weaken] the new law. 
evo-ca*tion /.irvou'keijgn/ noun, pi -tions : the act of 
bringing something into the mind or memory : the act of 
evoking something [count] rich evocations of the sights, 
sounds, and smells of the carnival [noncount] the evocation 
of a simpler time 

evoc-a-tive /i'va:k9tiv/ adj [more most —] : bringing 
thoughts, memories, or feelings into the mind • He wrote a 
powerful and evocative biography. — often + of B His photo¬ 
graphs are evocative of the solitude of the desert, 
evoke A'vouk/ verb evokes; evoked; evokdng [+ obj] 

1 : to bring (a memory, feeling, image, etc.) into the mind ■ 
The old house evoked memories of his childhood. • His pho¬ 
tographs evoke the isolation and solitude of the desert. 

2 : to cause (a particular reaction or response) to happen • 
His wisecrack evoked [= elicited] snickers from around the 
classroom. ■ Her remarks have evoked [= provoked] an angry 
response. 

eV-O'lll-tion /,£V9'lu:j9n/«oM« [noncount] 

1 biology a : a theory that the differences between modem 
plants and animals are because of changes that happened by 
a natural process over a very long time ■ the theory of evolu¬ 
tion b : the process by which changes in plants and animals 
happen over time ■ changes brought about by evolution 

2 : a process of slow change and development ■ an important 
step in the evolution of computers ■ We have been able to 
watch her evolution [=growth] into a world-class runner. 

— ev«o-lu-tion-ary /^va'lui/^neri/ adj • evolutionary 
changes/development/history — ev-ol-u-tion-ist /,ev9- 
'lui/amst/ noun, pi -ists [count] ■ a brilliant evolutionist 

evolve /i'va:lv/ verb evolves; evolved; evolving ; to 
change or develop slowly often into a better, more complex, 
or more advanced state : to develop by a process of evolu¬ 
tion [no obj] Some believe that birds evolved from dinosaurs. 
= Some believe that dinosaurs evolved into birds. ■ Her com¬ 
pany has evolved from a hobby into a thriving business. [+ 
obj] Some flowers have evolved remarkable means of insect 
pollination. 

ewe /'ju:/ noun, pi ewes [count] : a female sheep 

— compare 'lamb, ‘ram 

ew«er /‘juiW.V noun, pi ew»ers [count ]: a type of pitcher or 
jug that is shaped like a vase and that was used in the past for 
holding water 

ex /'eks/ noun, pi ex-es [count] informal : a former husband, 
wife, boyfriend, or girlfriend ■ I ran into my ex at the mall 
yesterday. 

ex- /cks/ prefix : former ■ ex-president ■ ex-girlfriend ■ ex- 
husband 

ex*ac*er*bate /ig'zassa^beit/ verb -bates; -bat*ed; -bat¬ 
ing [+ obj] : to make (a bad situation, a problem, etc.) worse 
■ The proposed factory shutdown would only exacerbate our 


unemployment problems. ■ His angry comments have exac¬ 
erbated tensions in the negotiation process. 

— ex-ac-er-ba-tion /ig l z£es3 ,, beij'9n/ noun [noncount] ■ the 
exacerbation of symptoms/problems/tensions 

1 exact /ig’zaskt/ adj 

1 : fully and completely correct or accurate ■ the exact time ■ 
an exact copy/duplicate/replica/reproduction • Those were 
his exact words. • The exact cause of the fire is still under in¬ 
vestigation. ■ We don’t know the exact nature of the prob¬ 
lem. ■ Predicting the path of hurricanes is not an exact sci¬ 
ence. 

2 [more most ] : very careful and accurate ■ The police 
have an exact description of the killer. ■ Please take the most 
exact measurements possible. ■ exact [-precise] instruments ■ 
He is very exact in the way he solves a problem. 

exact opposite: the complete opposite ■ I realize now that I 
have tried to make my work the exact opposite of my fa¬ 
ther’s. [=to make my work as different as possible from my 
father’s] ■ He used to be romantic, but now he’s the exact 
opposite. [=now he is not at all romantic] 
exact same or US same exact — used as a more forceful 
way to say “same” ■ We grow the exact same vegetables in 
our garden every year. ■ They showed up at the party in the 
same exact outfits. 

to be exact — used to indicate that a statement is accurate 
and specific • that afternoon, June 22, to be exact ■ They 
had many children—seven, to be exact. "He came a long 
way—from Nome, Alaska, to be exact —to attend the wed¬ 
ding. 

— exactness noun [noncount] ■ mathematical exactness 
[= precision ] 

2 exact verb -acts; -act*ed; -act-ing [+ obj]formal 

1 : to demand and get (something, such as payment or re¬ 
venge) especially by using force or threats ■ They would not 
rest until they had exacted revenge. ■ He was able to exact a 
promise from them. 

2 — used in phrases like exact a terrible toll and exact a 
high/heavy price to say that something has caused a lot of 
suffering, loss, etc. ■ The war has exacted a terrible toll. ■ 
These mistakes have exacted a heavy price. 

ex-act*ing /ig'zaektirj/ adj [more most ~] ; requiring 
much time, attention, or effort from someone : very difficult 
or demanding ■ an exacting process/teacher/task • He has 
very exacting standards/requirements. 

— ex«act-ing-ly adv ■ exactingly high standards 
ex*ac*ti-tude /ig'zaekt9,tu:d, Brit ig‘z£ekt9,tju:d/ noun [non¬ 
count] formal : the quality or state of being accurate and cor¬ 
rect • She was able to recall the event with remarkable exac¬ 
titude. [= exactness, precision] 

ex«acHv /ig'zasktli/ adv [more most ~] 

1 — used to stress that something is accurate, complete, or 
correct ■ The mansion has exactly 33 rooms. ■ I know exactly 
where they went. ■ The two rooms are exactly the same size. ■ 
When exactly are they supposed to arrive? = Exactly when 
are they supposed to arrive? 

2 informal — used in speech to say that what someone has 
said is exactly correct or that you agree with it completely ■ 
“So you think we should take an earlier flight?” “Exactly." 
[=yes, that’s exactly what I think] • “It’s just not worth the 
trouble.” “Exactly." — see also NOT exactly (below) 

3 : in a correct or precise way ■ The levers need to be exactly 
positioned. : in a way that agrees completely with what is 
needed ■ You need to do exactly [=just, precisely] as you’re 
told. 

4 : in every way ■ That was exactly the wrong thing to do. ■ 
He is exactly what a good student ought to be. 

not exactly informal 1 — used in speech as a mild way of 
saying “no” especially to indicate that what someone has 
said is not completely correct or true ■ “He’s your boss, 
isn’t he?” “ Not exactly .” ■ “Did everything go the way you 
planned it?” “ Not exactly." 2 — used as a humorous or 
ironic way to say “not” ■ He’s not exactly the smartest guy 
I’ve ever met. [=he is not very smart] 
ex»aq»qer»ate /ig'zagcfr9,reit/ verb -ates; -at*ed; -at-ing 

1 : to think of or describe something as larger or greater 
than it really is [+ obj] The book exaggerates the difficulties 
he faced in starting his career. ■ It’s impossible to exaggerate 
the importance of this discovery, [no obj] He tends to exag¬ 
gerate when talking about his accomplishments. 

2 [+ obj] : to make (something) larger or greater than normal 
■ He exaggerated his movements so we could see them more 
clearly. 
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— exaggerated adj [more most —} ■ He has a very/great¬ 
ly exaggerated idea of his own importance. ■ a very exag¬ 
gerated gesture — ex-ag-ger-at-ed-ly adv [more most 
~] ■ an exaggeratedly large gesture — ex-ag-ger-a-tion 
/ig,zaed33 , reij'3n/ noun, pi -tions [count] The report was 
filled with exaggerations and outright lies, [noncount] She 
told us what happened without exaggeration. [=without ex¬ 
aggerating] — ex-ag-ger-a-tor /ig'zaect^reiW noun, pi 
-tors [count] ■ He’s an exaggerator, if not an outright liar. 

ex-alt /ig'zailt /verb -alts; -alt-ed; -alt-ing [+obj] 

1 formal : to raise (someone or something) to a higher level ■ 
His behavior has exalted the power and prestige of his office. 

2 a formal : to praise (someone or something) highly ■ The 
essay exalts the simple beauty of the country. • We exalt thee, 
O Lord, b : to present (something) in a way that is very fa¬ 
vorable or too favorable ■ His new film exalts [=glorifies] mil¬ 
itary power. ■ He shamelessly exalts his own role in the peace 
process. 

[ Do not confuse exalt with exult. \ 

— exalted adj [more most ~] ■ She rose to an exalted 
[=very high] position in the company. ■ an exalted feeling 
[=a very happy feeling] ■ He had an exalted [=very high] 
opinion of his own work. — exalting adj [more most —] 
■ The movie is an exalting [= uplifting ] experience. 

ex-al-ta-tion Aeg^ail'teijan/ noun [noncount] formal 

1 : the act of raising someone or something in importance 
: the act of exalting someone or something or the state of be¬ 
ing exalted ■ the exaltation [-glorification] of athletic skill 

2 : a strong sense of happiness, power, or importance * feel¬ 
ings of joy and exaltation 

ex-am /ig'zsem/ noun, pi -ams [count] 

1 US : examination lb ■ an annual physical exam 

2 : examination 2 ■ Your final exam will count for half of 
the semester’s grade. 

ex-am-i-na-tiofl /ig^sema'neijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 a : the act of looking at something closely and carefully 
: the act of examining something [noncount] On closer/fur¬ 
ther examination, the painting appears to be a fake. ■ The 
victim’s clothes were sent to the lab for examination. ■ The 
policy is under examination. [=is being examined] [count] 
The police made/performed a rigorous examination of the 
evidence at the crime scene, b [count] : a close and careful 
study of someone or something to find signs of illness or in¬ 
jury ■ medical/eye examinations ■ The court ordered that the 
defendant undergo a psychiatric examination. • an examina¬ 
tion table [=a table in a doctor’s office on which a patient lies 
to be examined] 

2 [count] : a test to show a person’s progress, knowledge, or 
ability ■ I have to study for the history examination. • an ex¬ 
amination in/on history • I took an examination. = (Brit) I 
did/sat an examination. ■ an entrance examination [=a test to 
see if someone should be admitted to a school] 

3 [noncount] law : the act of questioning a witness in a court 
of law ■ procedures that are not allowed during examination 
of witnesses — see also cross-examination 

ex-am-ine /ig'zaeman/ verb -ines; -ined; -in-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to look at (something) closely and carefully in order to 
learn more about it, to find problems, etc. • An accountant 
has been hired to examine the company’s books. • We need 
to examine [-consider] this question more carefully. • The 
police examined the evidence carefully. 

2 : to test or look carefully at (something or someone) for 
signs of illness or injury ■ You should have your eyes exam¬ 
ined. • He was examined by several doctors, who found noth¬ 
ing wrong with him. • the examining room [=a room in a doc¬ 
tor’s office where the doctor examines patients] 

3 law : to question (someone) closely ■ examine a witness 

— see also cross-examine 

— ex-am-in-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ photo examiners 
— see also medical examiner 

ex-am-ple /ig'zsempal/ noun, pi -am-ples 
i : a person or way of behaving that is seen as a model that 
should be followed [count] He was inspired by the example 
of his older brother. [=he wanted to do what his older broth¬ 
er did] ■ You should try to follow her example. [=try to do as 
she does] ■ Let that be an example to you! [=let that show you 
what you should or should not do] ■ He set a good/bad exam¬ 
ple for the rest of us. ■ It’s up to you to set an example. [=to 
behave in a way that shows other people how to behave] 
[noncount] She chooses to lead by example. [=to lead by be¬ 
having in a way that shows others how to behave] 


2 [count] a : someone or something that is mentioned to 
help explain what you are saying or to show that a general 
statement is true ■ She gave/offered several examples to 
show that the program is effective, b : something or some¬ 
one chosen from a group in order to show what the whole 
group is like ■ We’ve chosen three examples of contemporary 
architecture for closer study. • a classic example of a Persian 
rug ■ a fine/prime example of the artist’s work 

3 [count] a : a phrase or sentence that shows how a word is 
used ■ The dictionary includes thousands of examples, b 
: something (such as a problem that a student has to solve) 
that is used to teach how a rule or process works ■ arithmetic 
examples 

for example — used when you are mentioning a specific 
person or thing that helps to explain what you are saying 
or to show that a general statement is true • Things are get¬ 
ting better. Last year, for example [-for instance], the com¬ 
pany achieved record sales in Europe. • It was obvious that 
her memory was failing. For example, she would often for¬ 
get where she put her car keys. • A lot of my friends were 
there—John and Linda, for example, 
make an example of -$■ If you make an example of a person 
who has done something wrong, you punish that person as 
a way of warning other people not to do the same thing. ■ 
Although it was only his first offense, the judge decided to 
make an example of him and sentence him to prison, 
ex-as-per-ate /ig'zassp3,reit, Brit ig'zaispareit/ verb -ates; 
-at-ed; -at-ing [+ obj] : to make (someone) very angry or 
annoyed • The criticism of his latest movie is sure to exasper¬ 
ate his admirers. ■ We were exasperated by the delays. 

— exasperated adj [more most ~] • The delays left us 
feeling tired and exasperated. • an exasperated smile — ex- 
as-per-at-ed-ly adv • smiling/sighing exasperatedly 
— exasperating adj [more most ~] ■ exasperating de¬ 
lays ■ He wants everyone to know how exasperating his job 
can be. — ex-as-per-at-ing-ly adv ■ His lectures were ex- 
asperatingly dull. 

ex-as-per-a-tion /ig^aespa'reijan, Brit ig l za:spd l reij9n/ 
noun [noncount] : the state of being very annoyed or upset ■ 
They had all experienced the exasperation and frustration of 
holiday shopping. ■ He sighed in exasperation. 

ex-ca-vate /'cksk3,veit/ verb -vates; -vat-ed; -vat-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 : to uncover (something) by digging away and removing 
the earth that covers it ■ They excavated an ancient city. ■ It is 
the first site to be excavated in this area. 

2 a : to dig a large hole in (something) ■ They began excavat¬ 
ing the backyard for their new pool, b : to form (a hole, 
tunnel, etc.) by digging ■ excavate a tunnel c : to dig out 
and remove (dirt, soil, etc.) ■ The excess dirt was carefully ex¬ 
cavated. 

— ex-ca-va-tion Aekska'veijan/ noun, pi -tions [count, 
noncount] 

ex-ca-va-tor /'ekska^eita 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] 

1 : a person who digs up things that have been buried for a 
long time ■ The excavators found ancient tools at the site. 

2 : STEAM SHOVEL 

ex«ceed /ik'si:d/ verb -ceeds; -ceed-ed; -ceed-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to be greater or more than (something) ■ The cost must 
not exceed 10 dollars. ■ The cost exceeded our estimate. ■ The 
demand for new housing has already exceeded the supply. 
: to be better than (something) ■ Their accomplishments far 
exceeded [=swpassed] our expectations. ■ He’s trying to 
match or exceed last year’s sales. 

2 : to go beyond the limit of (something) ■ Lawyers argue 
that the court exceeded [= overstepped] its authority in order¬ 
ing a new trial. 

ex-ceed-ing-ly /ik'siidiqli/ adv, somewhat formal : very, 
extremely • an exceedingly fine job ■ The weather was ex¬ 
ceedingly cold. ■ The crime rate is exceedingly high, 
ex-cel /ik'sel/ verb ex-cels; ex-celled; ex-cel-ling 

1 [no obj] : to be better than others — usually + at or in ■ He 
excelled at whatever role he played. ■ She excels in sports. 

2 [+ obj ] : to be or do better than (others) ■ She excels every¬ 
one else in sports. ■ (Brit) She really excelled herself [=she did 
much better than usual] in her last race! 

ex-cel-lence /‘eksalsns/ noun [noncount] : extremely high 
quality ■ The school is known for the excellence of its teach¬ 
ers. ■ an award for academic excellence ■ setting a high stan¬ 
dard of excellence — see also par excellence 
E x-cel-len-cy/ , cks3l3nsi//ioM/i,p/ -cies [count] — used as 
a title for some high government and church officials • your 
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Excellency ■ their Excellencies the Ambassadors of India and 
Indonesia 

ex*ceMent /'eksalant/ adj : very good : extremely good ■ 
Her new movie has received excellent reviews. ■ He is an ex¬ 
cellent role model for young men everywhere. ■ That dinner 
was excellent. • The car is in excellent condition. • She enjoys 
excellent health. • “At last we’re making a profit!" “(That’s) 
Excellent .” 

— ex-ceMent-ly adv ■ The food was delicious and excellent¬ 
ly prepared. 

1 6X*cept /ik'sept/ also ex-cept*lng /ik'septii}/ prep : not in¬ 
cluding (someone or something) : other than (something or 
someone) ■ The stores will be open daily except Sundays. ■ 
Excepting [=with the exception oJ\ one student, no one could 
answer the questions correctly. ■ Everyone was invited ex¬ 
cept [=but] me. 

except for 1 : not including (someone or something): oth¬ 
er than (someone or something) ■ I got all As on my report 
card, except for a B in Latin. ■ Except for that one typo, 
there were no mistakes. • Everyone was invited except for 
[=but] me. 2 : if not for (someone or something) ■ They 
would all have died except for [=butfor] her and her quick 
thinking. [=it was only because of her that they did not die] 
2 except coni 

“f — used to introduce a statement that indicates the only 
person or thing that is not included in or referred to by a pre¬ 
vious statement ■ Take no orders except from me. [=take or¬ 
ders only from me] ■ Employees were not allowed to leave 
except in an emergency. [=unless there was an emergency] ■ 
She didn’t leave the house all weekend, except to go to 
church. [=she only left the house to go to church] • He does 
nothing except [=but] complain. [=all he does is complain] 

2 — used to introduce a statement that explains the reason 
why something is not possible, will not happen, etc. ■ We’d 
go, except (that) it’s too far. ■ I would buy a new suit, except I 
don’t have enough money. 

3 except verb -cepts; -cept-ed; -cept«ing [+ obj] formal : to 
leave out (someone or something) : to not include (someone 
or something) ■ Children were excepted from the study. ■ Ev¬ 
eryone was included in the study—children excepted. [=ex- 
cept for children] ■ I don’t like lawyers— present company 
excepted , of course! [=although I don’t like lawyers, I make 
an exception in your case] 
ex«ceP»tion /ik'sepjan/ noun, pi -tions [count] 

1 : someone or something that is different from others 
: someone or something that is not included ■ I like all his 
books, with one exception. 1=1 like all but one of his books] ■ 
The decision was supported by almost everyone, the single/ 
sole exception being me. [=everyone supported the decision 
but me] ■ Her parties are always elegant, and last night’s par¬ 
ty was no exception. [=last night’s party was also elegant] 

2 : a case where a rule does not apply ■ There will be no ex¬ 
ceptions to this rule. ■ We’ll make an exception [=allow the 
rule not to be followed] this time. 

take exception : to object to something : to feel or express 
disagreement with or opposition to something — usually + 
to • I take exception to the tone of her remarks. [=1 am of¬ 
fended by the tone of her remarks] 
without exception — used to say that a statement is true in 
all or almost all cases ■ Without exception , his books have 
been widely read and admired. ■ The critics have praised 
her films almost without exception. [=the critics have 
praised almost every one of her films] 
with the exception of : not including (someone or some¬ 
thing) ■ It’s all here, with the exception of [=except for, ex¬ 
cept 1 the sweater. ■ With the (notable) exception of the 
bland soup, the food was very good. ■ Everyone should be 
there, with the (possible) exception of my brother. 
eX'Cep'tion-able /ik'sepjanabal/ adj [more —; most —] for¬ 
mal : likely to cause objection or offense ■ an unpleasant and 
highly exceptionable [= objectionable ] piece of writing 

— opposite UNEXCEPTIONABLE 
eX'Cep’tiorval /ik'sepjanj/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not usual : unusual or uncommon ■ an exceptional ^un¬ 
usually large] amount of rain • We’re bending the rules for 
this exceptional situation. ■ exceptional circumstances 

2 : unusually good : much better than average ■ an excep¬ 
tional student in math ■ The seafood dishes at this restaurant 
are exceptional. ■ exceptional skill 

3 : mentally or physically disabled ■ a separate school for ex¬ 
ceptional children 

— ex-cep-tion-aMy adv ■ an exceptionally hardy plant ■ The 


film was exceptionally good. 

1 ex«cerpt /'ck.sapt, 'cg,zapt/ noun, pi -cerpts [count] : a 
small part of a longer written work ■ She read an excerpt 
from the play. • I’ve read only excerpts of/from Moby-Dick, 
never the whole book. 

2 ex*cerpt /^k's^pt, ,eg'z 0 pt J verb -cerpts; -cerpt-ed; 
-cerpt-lng [+ obj] : to include (part of a longer written 
work) in something else — usually used as (be) excerpted • 
This article was excerpted from the New York Times. ■ Por¬ 
tions of her novel were excerpted in a literary magazine. 

1 ex.cess /ik'ses, 'ek,sEs/ noun, pi -cess-es 

1 [singular] : an amount that is more than the usual or neces¬ 
sary amount • They were equipped with an excess of provi¬ 
sions. ■ The tests found an excess of sodium in his blood. ■ an 
excess of enthusiasm/zeal ■ There was an excess of 10 bushels 
(over what was needed to fill the bin). ■ Eating anything in 
excess [=in overly large amounts] can be bad for you. 

2 a [noncount] : behavior that is considered wrong because 
it goes beyond what is usual, normal, or proper ■ He lived a 
life of excess, b excesses [plural] : actions or ways of be¬ 
having that go beyond what is usual or proper ■ The movie 
embraces all the worst excesses of popular American cul¬ 
ture. ■ the violent excesses of the military regime ■ He apolo¬ 
gized for his past excesses. 

in excess of : more than (an amount) ■ Annual repairs cost 
in excess of[=over] $50,000. ■ traveling at speeds in excess of 
100 mph 

to excess: more than is usual, normal, or proper ■ He often 
eats to excess. [=excessively] ■ college students who drink to 
excess [=who drink too much] 

2 excess adj, always used before a noun : more than is usual, 
allowed, or needed ■ excess baggage ■ Basketball provided an 
outlet for their excess energy. ■ She is trying to eliminate ex¬ 
cess fat and calories from her diet. 
eX'Ces-Sive /ek'sesiv/ adj [more —/ most ~]: going beyond 
what is usual, normal, or proper ■ an excessive display of 
wealth ■ She was reprimanded for her excessive tardiness. 
[=for being tardy too often] ■ High fever, nausea, and exces¬ 
sive sweating are some of the symptoms. • He drinks exces¬ 
sive amounts of coffee. [=he drinks too much coffee] 

— ex-ces-sive-ly adv ■ a dog who barks excessively ■ drink¬ 
ing excessively [=to excess] 

1 ex»charme /iks'tfemcfe/ noun, pi -chang-es 

1 : an occurrence in which people give things of similar val¬ 
ue to each other : the act of giving or taking one thing in re¬ 
turn for another thing [noncount] the exchange [= exchang¬ 
ing ] of goods [count] an exchange of goods ■ an exchange of 
prisoners ■ an even/fair exchange of property 

2 [count] a : an occurrence in which people direct some¬ 
thing at each other ■ an exchange of glances ■ an angry ex¬ 
change of insults • an exchange of blows [=a fistfight] b : an 
occurrence in which people give information to each other ■ 
a useful exchange of information/knowledge/ideas C : an 
occurrence in which people use weapons against each other • 
an exchange of gunfire • threats of a nuclear exchange 

3 [count] : an occurrence in which people talk to each other 
for a short time : a brief conversation ■ a friendly exchange ; 
especially : an angry conversation • a heated exchange ■ a bit¬ 
ter exchange 

4 [count] a : a place where things or services are traded ■ 
the student book exchange b : an office or building in 
which telephone calls are connected ■ a telephone exchange 
in exchange If you give something to a person and get 

something in exchange , that person also gives something of 
similar value to you. ■ If I give you this, what will you give 
me in exchange ? ■ She bought me dinner in exchange for 
helping her move. [=she bought me dinner as a way of pay¬ 
ing me for helping her move] 

- see also foreign exchange, stock exchange 
2 exchanqe verb -changes; -changed; -chang-ing [+ obj] 

T V to give something and receive something in return ■ We 
exchanged addresses and promised we’d write each other of¬ 
ten. ■ We exchange gifts [=give gifts to each other] at the hol¬ 
idays. ■ These coupons can be exchanged for food. ■ I’ll ex¬ 
change [-trade, swap] my orange for your pear. 

2 : to direct (words, looks, etc.) at each other ■ They ex¬ 
changed glances. [=they looked quickly at each other] ■ They 
exchanged greetings [=they greeted each other] when they 
met. ■ They exchanged insults/blows. [=they insulted/hit 
each other] ■ soldiers exchanging fire [=shooting at each oth¬ 
er] 

3 : to return (a product) to a store and have it replaced by 
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another product : to trade (something that has been pur¬ 
chased) for something else ■ I’d like to exchange this sweater 
for a smaller one. ■ The vase had a crack in it, so he ex¬ 
changed it (for an unbroken one). ■ Can I exchange this vase? 
= Can you exchange this cracked vase for me? 

— ex-change-able /iks'tfemc&abal/ adj ■ exchangeable 
merchandise 

exchange rate noun, pi ~ rates [count] : a number that is 
used to calculate the difference in value between money 
from one country and money from another country — 
called also rate of exchange 

exchange Student noun, pi ~ -dents [count] : a student 
from one country who attends a school in another country • 
I went to Germany as an exchange student. 

EX'Che*quer /'eksitfekas iks'tfeka 1 / noun [singular] : a de¬ 
partment of the British government which manages the 
money that is used to run the government : treasury — 
now used chiefly in the title the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
1 ex*cise /"ek^aiz/ noun, pi -cis-es [count] : a tax on certain 
things that are made, sold, or used within a country ■ an ex¬ 
cise imposed on a number of goods — called also excise tax 
2 ex«cise /ik'saiz/ verb -cis-es; -cised; -cis-ing [+ obj] for¬ 
mal : to remove (something) by cutting it out ■ excise a tu¬ 
mor ■ All of the scandalous parts had been excised [= deleted] 
from the diary. 

— ex-ci-sion /ik'si33n/ noun, pi -slons [noncount] surgi¬ 
cal excision of the tumor [count] The diary was published 
with numerous excisions. [=deletions] 

excise tax noun, pi ~ taxes [count ]: Excise 
ex-cit-able /ik'saitabal/ adj [more most ~] : easily excit¬ 
ed ■ an excitable dog/child 

— ex-cit-abil-i-ty /ik,saita'bilati/ noun [noncount] 
ex-cite /ik'sait/ verb -cites; -cit-ed; -cit-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to cause feelings of enthusiasm in (someone) : to make 
(someone) feel energetic and eager to do something ■ ideas 
that excite young people ■ Our announcement excited the 
children. ■ It excites me [=it arouses me sexually] when you 
dress like that. 

2 : to cause (a particular emotion or reaction) to be felt or to 
happen * excite admiration/suspicion/discussion ■ The post¬ 
ers excited much interest in the show. 

3 : to increase the activity of (something, such as nerve tis¬ 
sue) ■ a chemical that excites [-stimulates] the nerve cells in 
the brain 

excited adj [more most ~] : very enthusiastic and eager 
about something * They were excited about/over the trip. ■ 
We were excited (to hear) that they were getting married. ■ 
The children were excited before the school play. 

— ex-cit-ed-ly adv ■ He talked excitedly about visiting his 
old friends. 

ex«cite»ment /ik'saitmant/ noun, pi -merits 

1 [noncount] : a feeling of eager enthusiasm and interest 
: the state of being excited ■ Our excitement was building/ 
growing/mounting as the end of the game approached. • His 
hands shook with excitement. ■ The child cried out in excite¬ 
ment. 

2 a : exciting activity [noncount] a trip filled with excite¬ 
ment and adventure ■ We had some excitement this morning. 
[=something exciting happened this morning] [count] She 
talked about the excitements of her new life, b [singular] : a 
quality that causes feelings of eager enthusiasm : an exciting 
quality ■ This job loses its excitement after a while. 

exciting /ik'saitnj/ adj [more most ~] : causing feelings 
of interest and enthusiasm : causing excitement • an exciting 
discovery ■ an exciting trip to Africa ■ an exciting account of 
her adventures ■ This isn’t a very exciting book. 

— ex-cit-ing-ly adv ■ an excitingly close election 
ex-claim /ik'skleim /verb -claims; -claimed; -claim-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to say (something) in an enthusiastic or forceful 
way • “I won!” she exclaimed. ■ “Here he comes!” someone 
exclaimed. 

2 [no obj] : to cry out or speak suddenly or with strong feel¬ 
ing • She exclaimed in delight over/at the Christmas tree. ■ 
The children exclaimed with wonder when they saw the ele¬ 
phant. 

ex-cla-ma-tion /.ekskla'meijbn/ noun, pi -tions [count] 
: a sharp or sudden cry : a word, phrase, or sound that ex¬ 
presses a strong emotion ■ Her unexpected announcement 
caused a few exclamations of surprise. ■ an exclamation of 
pain ■ exclamations of delight 

— ex-clam-a-to-ry /ik'sklsema^ori, Brit ik'skkematri/ adj ■ 
exclamatoiy outbursts 


exclamation point noun, pi ~ points [count] us : a 
punctuation mark ! used to show a forceful way of speaking 
or a strong feeling — often used figuratively ■ His victory in 
the final game put an exclamation point on a brilliant year. 
[=ended a brilliant year in a very exciting way] — called also 
(chiefly Brit) exclamation mark 

ex-clude /ik'sklu;d/ verb -eludes; -clud-ed; -clud-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 a : to prevent (someone) from doing something or being a 
part of a group ■ You can share files with some people on the 
network while excluding others. — often + from ■ Don’t ex¬ 
clude your little sister from the game. ■ Until 1920, women 
were excluded from the right to vote in the U.S. — opposite 
include b : to leave out (something) : to not include 
(something) ■ The prices on the menu exclude tax. — often + 
from ■ Certain words should be excluded from polite conver¬ 
sation. [=should not be used in polite conversation] 

— opposite INCLUDE 

2 : to think that (something, such as a possibility) is not 
worth attention • We can’t altogether/entirely exclude [dis¬ 
count] the possibility that the economy will soon improve. 

— ex-clu-sion /ik*sklu:33n/ noun, pi -sions [noncount] 
the exclusion of women from the priesthood ■ He spent all 
his time with colleagues to the exclusion of [=in a way that 
excluded] his own family, [count] exclusions noted in the 
insurance policy 

excluding prep : not including (someone or something) ■ 
The store is open all week, excluding [=except for] Sundays, 
see also foreign exchange, stock exchange 
1 ex-Clu«sive /ik^kluisiv/ adj 

1 : not shared : available to only one person or group • We 
have exclusive use of the beach. [=we are the only ones who 
can use the beach] ■ The company has exclusive rights to 
(use) the logo. ■ an exclusive interview 

2 [more most ~] a : only allowing in people from a high 
social class ■ He belongs to an exclusive club. ■ an exclusive 
hotel ■ an exclusive party — opposite inclusive b : avail¬ 
able to only a few people because of high cost ■ exclusive sub¬ 
urban neighborhoods ■ She attended an exclusive private 
school. ■ one of the city’s most exclusive restaurants 

3 : full and complete ■ They gave their exclusive attention to 
the job. 

exclusive of formal : not including (something) ■ for five 
days exclusive of today ■ There is a sale on all merchandise 
exclusive of jewelry. 

— see also mutually exclusive 

— ex-clu-sive-ly adv • a restaurant that exclusively [-only] 
serves vegetarian cuisine = a restaurant that serves vegetar¬ 
ian cuisine exclusively • The store’s customers were almost 
exclusively [=all] male. — ex-clu-sive-ness noun [non¬ 
count] • The club has been criticized for its exclusiveness. 
[ ^exclusivity] 

Exclusive noun, pi -sives [count] : a news story that ap¬ 
pears in only one newspaper or that is broadcast by only one 
television or radio station 

ex-clU-Siv*i*ty/,ck,sklu: l siv3ti//20un [noncount] : the qual¬ 
ity or state of being exclusive : the quality of being limited to 
people of wealth or high social class ■ The private school’s 
exclusivity [= exclusiveness ] was part of its appeal for many 
parents. ■ a symbol of wealth and exclusivity 
ex-COm-mu-ni'Cate AEkska'mjuina.keit/ verb -cates; 
-cat-ed; -cat-ing [+ obj] : to not allow (someone) to contin¬ 
ue being a member of the Roman Catholic church ■ He was 
excommunicated (from the church) for his radical practices. 

— ex-com-mu-ni-ca-tion /.Ekska^juina'keijbn/ noun, pi 
-tions [count, noncount] 

ex-co-ri-ate /Ek'skori,eit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing [+ 

obj] formal: to criticize (someone or something) very harsh¬ 
ly ■ He was excoriated as a racist. ■ The candidates have pub¬ 
licly excoriated each other throughout the campaign. 

— ex-co-ri-a-tion /ek^kori'eijbn/ noun, pi -tions [count, 
noncount] 

ex-cre-ment /'Ekskramant/ noun [noncount] formal : solid 
waste passed out of the body : feces 
ex-crete /ik'skriit/ verb -cretes; -cret-ed; -cret-ing [+ obj] 
formal : to pass (waste matter) from the body or from an or¬ 
gan in the body ■ excrete sweat ■ The kidneys excrete toxins, 
ex-cre-tion /ik'skrii/an/ noun, pi -tions formal 

1 [noncount] : the act or process of passing waste from the 
body : the process of excreting waste ■ The kidneys are or¬ 
gans of excretion. • excretion of sweat 

2 [count] : waste passed from the body : excreted matter ■ 
bodily excretions 


excretory ■ exemplary 
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ex*cre*tO*ry /Ykskr."Vori/ adj, formal : of or relating to ex- 
cretion ■ excretory organs ■ excretory functions 
ex-cru*ci*at*ing /ik'skruiJheitii)/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : very painful : causing great mental or physical pain ■ I 
have an excruciating headache. ■ an excruciating moment of 
embarrassment 

2 a : very severe ■ excruciating shyness b : extreme or ex¬ 
cessive ■ They described their vacation in excruciating detail. 

— ex-cru-ci-at-ing-ly adv ■ an excruciatingly painful condi¬ 
tion ■ The speech was excruciatingly long. ■ excruciatingly 
slow 

ex*cul*pate /'ek.skAl.peit/ verb -pates; -pat-ed; -pat-ing 

[+ obj] formal : to prove that someone is not guilty of doing 
something wrong • The court exculpated him after a thor¬ 
ough investigation. 

— ex-Cul-pa*tion /(Ck^kAPpeiJan/ noun [noncount] — ex- 
Cul-pa»tO«ry /ek'skAlp3,tori, Brit ek'skAlpatri/ adj • excul¬ 
patory evidence 

ex*CUr*Sion /ik'ska^an/ noun, pi -sions [count] : a short 
trip especially for pleasure ■ a fishing excursion • They went 
on a brief excursion to the coast. — often used figuratively ■ 
Her brief excursion into politics [=her brief political career] 
ended badly. 

^X^CUSe /ik'skjuiz/ verb -cus-es; -cused; -cus-ing [+obj\ 
^ : to forgive someone for making a mistake, doing some¬ 
thing wrong, etc., ■ Please excuse [=pardon\ my clumsiness. ■ 
His boss excused the mistake but told him to be more careful 
next time. ■ Please excuse me for not calling sooner. 

2 a : to say that (someone) is not required to do something ■ 

1 was excused from jury duty. ■ The teacher excused the class 
from homework that day. b : to allow (someone, such as a 
child) to leave ■ I’ve finished my dinner. May I (please) be ex¬ 
cused ? fallowed to leave the dinner table] 

3 : to be an acceptable reason for (something) : justify ■ 
Nothing can excuse that kind of rudeness. ■ Her father’s ill¬ 
ness excused her absence. 

excuse me ^ Excuse me is used as a polite way of starting 
to say something. It can be used when you are interrupting 
someone, trying to get someone’s attention, or disagreeing 
with someone. ■ Excuse me, but may I say something? ■ Ex¬ 
cuse me, but do you mind if I shut the window? • Excuse 
me, do you know where I can find Maple Street? ■ Excuse 
me, but I don’t think those figures are entirely accurate. It 
is also used as a polite apology for a minor fault or offense, 
such as laughing, coughing, or burping, and, in U.S. En¬ 
glish, for getting in someone’s way or bumping into some¬ 
one. ■ Oh, excuse me. [-pardon me, I beg your pardon] I 
didn’t notice you standing there. The phrase is also used, 
especially in U.S. English, as a polite way of asking some¬ 
one to repeat something. ■ Excuse me? [=pardon me?’, I beg 
your pardon?] I didn't hear the last part of what you were 
saying. In informal use, excuse me is often used in an an¬ 
noyed way when someone has suggested that you have 
done something wrong and you do not feel that you have. ■ 
“You were supposed to be home an hour ago.” “Well, ex¬ 
cuse mel I had to fix a flat tire.” 
excuse yourself : to say politely that you have to leave ■ 
Excusing himself, he quickly rose from the table and left 
the room. 

— ex-cus-able /ik'skjuizabal/ adj ■ Such minor errors are 
excusable. 

2 ex»CUSe /ik'skjuis/ noun, pi -cus-es 

^ a [count] : a reason that you give to explain a mistake, bad 
behavior, etc. ■ What’s your excuse for being so late? ■ She 
had no valid excuse for not finishing her homework. ■ He’s 
always making excuses for himself. ■ a Iame/flimsy excuse 
b excuses [plural]: reasons that you give to explain politely 
why you cannot do something, why you have to leave, etc. ■ I 
won’t be able to come to the wedding. Please give my excuses 
to your cousin. [=please tell your cousin that I’m sorry I 
won’t be able to come] ■ I made my excuses and left. 

2 [count] : something (such as a condition or set of condi¬ 
tions) that explains improper behavior and makes it accept¬ 
able — usually used in negative statements ■ There is no ex¬ 
cuse for child abuse. ■ His youth is no excuse for his 
irresponsible behavior. 

3 [count] : a reason for doing something ■ His birthday gives 
us a good excuse for a party. ■ She’ll use any excuse [-pretext] 
to wallow in self-pity. 

4 [count] : a poor example — + for ■ He’s a poor/sad excuse 
for a father. [=he’s a bad father] ■ That pile of junk is a sorry 
excuse for a car! 


ex-di-rec-to-ry Aeksda'rektari Brit ^ksdai'rektri/ adj, 
Brit, of a telephone number : not shown in a telephone direc¬ 
tory : unlisted ■ an ex-directory number 

— ex—directory adv ■ He went ex-directory after becoming 
famous. 

ex*e*cra*ble /'eksikrsbal/ adj [more most —] formal 
: very bad ■ Living conditions in the slums were execrable. • 
execrable taste 

— ex-e-cra-bly /'eksikrabli/ adv ■ an execrably written nov¬ 
el 

ex-e-crate /'eks3,kreit/ verb -crates; -crat-ed; -crat-ing 

[+ obj] formal : to dislike and criticize (someone or some¬ 
thing) very strongly ■ She came to execrate the hypocritical 
values of her upper-class upbringing. 

— ex-e-cra-tion /(Ckss'kreijsn/ noun, pi -tions [count, 
noncount] 

ex-e-cute / l cksi,kju:t/ verb -cutes; -cut-ed; -cut-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 : to kill (someone) especially as punishment for a crime ■ 
He was captured, tried, and executed for murder. 

2 a : to do (something that you have planned to do or been 
told to do) : carry OUT ■ They carefully executed the plan. • 
execute an order b : to do or perform (an action or move¬ 
ment that requires skill) ■ The pilot executed an emergency 
landing. ■ The quarterback executed the play perfectly. 

3 law : to do what is required by (a legal document or com¬ 
mand) ■ execute a decree ■ execute the provisions of the will 

4 : to make or produce (a work of art) ■ a statue executed in 
bronze ■ a painting executed in bright colors 

ex*e*CU*tion /^ksi'kjuijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : the act of killing someone especially as punishment for a 
crime [noncount] execution by lethal injection ■ He is in pris¬ 
on awaiting execution, [count] gangland executions [=mur- 
ders done by gangsters] 

2 [noncount] : the act of doing or performing something ■ We 
put the plan into execution. [=we executed the plan] ■ The 
quarterback’s execution of the play was perfect. ■ Her ideas 
were brilliant, but her execution (of them) was sloppy. ■ skill¬ 
ful execution of the dance steps ■ (law) the execution of a will 
[=the act of doing the things that are required by a will] 

ex*e*CU*tion-er /,eksi'kju:j3nay noun, pi -ers [count] : a 
person who performs executions : a person who executes 
people who have been sentenced to death 
1 ex»eou»tive /ig'zekjativ/ noun, pi -tives 

1 [count] : a person who manages or directs other people in a 
company or organization • a sales executive • The television 
network’s executives decided not to air the controversial 
show. ■ a phone company executive • The President is the 
chief executive of the U.S. 

2 the executive : the executive branch of a government ■ 
matters of policy controlled by the executive 

Executive adj, always used before a noun 

1 a : relating to the job of managing or directing other peo¬ 
ple in a company or organizaton ■ She has good executive 
skills. ■ He has an executive position in the company, b : of, 
relating to, or used by the people who manage or direct a 
company or organization ■ the executive committee ■ the ex¬ 
ecutive dining room ■ executive offices ■ an executive jet [=a 
private jet airplane used by important executives] 

2 : responsible for making sure laws are carried out and for 
managing the affairs of a nation ■ In the U.S., the President is 
the head of the executive branch of government. 

— compare judicial, legislative 

executive order noun, pi ~ -ders [count] : an order that 
comes from the U.S. President or a government agency and 
must be obeyed like a law 

ex*ec*U*tor /ig’zekjata 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] : someone 
who is named in a will as the person who will make sure that 
the instructions in the will are properly followed ■ He named 
his daughter as his executor. 

ex*em*plar /ig'zen^plaa 1 / noun, pi -plars [count] formal 

1 : an admired person or thing that is considered an example 
that deserves to be copied ■ cited Joan of Arc as the exemplar 
of courage 

2 : a typical example ■ He is an exemplar of this new breed of 
politician. 

ex*em*pla*ry /ig'zemplari/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : extremely good and deserving to be admired and copied ■ 
We congratulated him on his exemplary [= outstanding, excel¬ 
lent] work. ■ an exemplary school ■ an exemplary citizen 

2 formal : serving as an example of something — + of m a 
style exemplary of romanticism 
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ex>em-pli*fy /ig'z£mpl3,fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing [+ 

obj] : to be a very good example of (something) : to show 
(something) very clearly ■ His works exemplify the taste of 
the period. • a style exemplifying romanticism ■ The city’s 
economic growth is exemplified by the many new buildings 
that are currently under construction. 

— ex-em-pli-fi-ca-tion /ig^cmplsfa'keijan/ noun, pi 
-tions [count, noncount] 

1 ex«empt /ig'zempt/ adj : not required to do something that 
others are required to do — usually + from • He was exempt 
from military service. ■ She was exempt from physical educa¬ 
tion requirements because of her health problems. — see 
also TAX-EXEMPT 

2 exempt verb -empts; -empt-ed; -empt-ing [+ obj \: to say 
that (someone or something) does not have to do something 
that others are required to do : to make (someone or some¬ 
thing) exempt — usually + from • He was exempted from mil¬ 
itary service because of his heart condition. 
ex*emp*tion /ig'zempjan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : freedom from being required to do something that others 
are required to do — usually + from [noncount] They were 
granted exemption from military service [=they were not re¬ 
quired to join the military] because of their religious beliefs. 
[count] They were granted exemptions from military service. 

2 [count] : a source or amount of income that is not taxed ■ 
You can claim a tax exemption for each of your dependents. 

1 ex»er»cise /'eksa’jsaiz/ noun, pi -cis-es 

1 a [noncount] : physical activity that is done in order to be¬ 
come stronger and healthier ■ Get plenty of fresh air and ex¬ 
ercise. ■ Swimming is my favorite kind of exercise. ■ I need to 
get more exercise. [=1 need to exercise more frequently] ■ She 
plays tennis chiefly for (the) exercise. — often used before 
another noun ■ an exercise class/video/machine • exercise 
balls/mats b [count] : a particular movement or series of 
movements done to become stronger and healthier ■ knee 
exercises ■ She did stretching exercises before her daily run. 

2 [count] : something that is done or practiced to develop a 
particular skill ■ arithmetic exercises • vocal exercises • Do 
the writing exercise at the end of each chapter. 

3 [count] : an activity that has a specified quality or result ■ 
The negotiations have gotten nowhere, and I see no reason 
to continue with this pointless exercise. — usually + in ■ 
Waiting for the letter to come was an exercise in patience. ■ 
an exercise in public relations ■ The negotiations turned out 
to be an exercise in futility. [=the negotiations were not suc¬ 
cessful or worthwhile] 

4 exercises [plural] a chiefly US : a ceremony for students 
who have graduated from a school ■ graduation/commence¬ 
ment exercises b : military activities done for training ■ 
conducting naval exercises in the Mediterranean 

5 [noncount] somewhat formal : the use of an ability or pow¬ 
er that you have ■ We can avoid these problems by the exer¬ 
cise of a little common sense. [=by using a little common 
sense] ■ the exercise of self-control 

2 exercise verb -cis-es; -cised; -cis-ing 

1 [no obf] : to do physical activities in order to make yourself 
stronger and healthier ■ It’s important to exercise every day. ■ 
He eats right and exercises regularly. 

2 [+ obf] a : to use (a body part) again and again in order to 
make it stronger ■ exercise a muscle ■ Bicycle riding exercises 
the leg muscles, b : to cause (an animal) to walk, run, etc., 
: to give exercise to (an animal) ■ The stable boys exercise the 
horses every morning. 

3 [+ obf] : to use (an ability, power, etc.) ■ He didn’t exercise 
good judgment. ■ We just need to exercise common sense. ■ 
She has been reluctant to exercise her authority. ■ Exercise 
caution when using these chemicals. 

exercise bike noun, pi ~ bikes [count] : stationary 
bike — called also exercise bicycle 
ex-ert /ig'za*/ verb -erts; -ert-ed; -ert-ing [+ obf] 

1 : to use (strength, ability, etc.) ■ He had to exert all of his 
strength to move the stone. ■ She hasn’t been reluctant to ex¬ 
ert [=exercise] her authority. 

2 : to cause (force, effort, etc.) to have an effect or to be felt 
■ The company exerted [=put] pressure on local politicians. ■ 
He exerts a lot of influence on the other members of the 
committee. ■ the force exerted by the machine 

exert yourself : to make an effort to do something ■ Don’t 
exert yourself too much. ■ She’s always willing to exert her¬ 
self to help other people. 

ex-er-tion /ig'za'J’an/ noun, pi -tions : physical or mental 
effort [noncount] He was panting from the exertion of 


climbing the stairs. ■ an easy sport that requires little physical 
exertion [count] Their exertions [-efforts] were rewarded 
when they won the championship, 
ex gra-tia /.cks'grei/ija/ adj or adv, chiefly Brit — used to 
describe something that is done or given freely rather than 
because it is required by a law • They made an ex gratia pay¬ 
ment to the accident victim. 

ex-hale /eks'heil/ verb -hales; -haled; -hal-ing : to 

breathe out [no obf] She inhaled deeply and exhaled slowly, 
trying to relax. [+ obf] He exhaled a sigh. — sometimes used 
figuratively ■ The pipe exhaled a cloud of smoke. — opposite 

INHALE 

— ex-ha-la-tion /iCksha'lei/an/ noun, pi -tions [count, non¬ 
count] ■ (an) exhalation of breath 

n ex.haust /ig'za:st/ verb -hausts; -haust-ed; -haust-ing 
[+ obj ] 

1 : to use all of someone’s mental or physical energy : to tire 
out or wear out (someone) completely ■ If you keep working 
these long hours, you’re just going to exhaust yourself. = 
Working these long hours will just exhaust you. 

2 a : to completely use up (something, such as supplies or 
money) ■ If they keep spending this way, they’ll exhaust their 
savings, b : to try all of (something) ■ They’ve exhausted 
(all) the possibilities. [=they’ve tried everything they can} 

3 : to consider or talk about (a subject) thoroughly or com¬ 
pletely ■ He can talk about baseball for hours and still feel 
that he hasn’t exhausted the subject/topic. 

— exhausted adj [more most ~] ■ The children were ex¬ 
hausted after their day at the beach. ■ She collapsed on her 
bed, totally exhausted. — exhausting adj [more most 
~] ■ It was an exhausting day at the beach. ■ We have an ex¬ 
hausting amount of work to do. — ex-haust-ing-ly adv • 
They worked exhaustingty long hours. 

2 exhaust noun, pi -hausts 

1 [noncount] : the mixture of gases produced by an engine ■ 
diesel exhaust from passing trucks ■ exhaust fumes ■ smog 
from automobile exhaust 

2 [count] : a pipe or system of pipes through which exhaust 
is released • There’s a problem with the car’s exhaust. — 
called also exhaust pipe, ( chiefly US') tailpipe 

ex-haUS-tion /ig'zaistfan/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the state of being extremely tired : the state of being ex¬ 
hausted ■ physical/nervous exhaustion ■ She collapsed in ex¬ 
haustion. ■ He worked to the point of complete/total exhaus¬ 
tion. — see also heat exhaustion 

2 : the act of using all of something : the act of exhausting 
something ■ the exhaustion of our natural resources 

ex-haUS-tive /ig'zaistiv/ adj [more most — ] : including 

all possibilities : very thorough ■ exhaustive research ■ an ex¬ 
haustive study/search • The list was long but not exhaustive. 

— ex-haus-tive-ly adv ■ an exhaustively researched report 
— ex-haus-tive-ness noun [noncount] 

1 ex-hib-it /ig'zibat/ verb -its; -it-ed; -it-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make (a painting, sculpture, etc.) available for people 
to see ■ They will be exhibiting a collection of paintings. ■ He 
proudly exhibited his trophy. 

2 somewhat formal : to show or reveal (something) ■ He first 
exhibited an interest in music when he was very young. ■ The 
patient exhibited signs of the disease. ■ She exhibited no fear. 

— ex-hib-i-tor /ig'zibata>/ noun, pi -tors [count] • The craft 
show attracts exhibitors from around the country. 

2 exhibit noun, pi -its [count] 

1 a : an object or a collection of objects that have been put 
out in a public space for people to look at : something 
shown in an exhibition ■ The show includes dozens of inter¬ 
esting exhibits, b chiefly US : exhibition 2a ■ Have you 
seen the new photography exhibit ? ■ a school art exhibit 

2 : an object that is used as evidence in a court of law ■ intro¬ 
duced the weapons into evidence as exhibits A and B The 
phrase exhibit A is sometimes used to refer to someone or 
something that is being mentioned as evidence or proof of 
something, as if in a court of law. ■ He says that the new reg¬ 
ulations have hurt small businesses, and he offers his own 
company as exhibit A. 

on exhibit : being publicly shown in an exhibition ■ The 
photographs are on exhibit in the museum’s west wing. ■ 
The painting went on exhibit last week. ■ The painting was 
put on exhibit. 

ex-hi-bi-tion /ickss'bijan/ noun, pi -tions 
1 [singular] : an act of showing some quality or trait — + of' 
a notable exhibition of courage ■ give/provide an exhibition 
of bad manners 


exhibitionism • exorcise 


574 


2 a [count] : an event at which objects (such as works of art) 
are put out in a public space for people to look at: a public 
show of something ■ There were several famous paintings at 
the exhibition. ■ an exhibition of early American crafts b 
[noncount] : the act of showing something in public ■ helping 
to promote artists by exhibition of their paintings 

3 [count] : a public display of athletic skill ■ a fencing exhibi¬ 
tion • an exhibition baseball game [=an unofficial game that 
does not count in the standings] 

make an exhibition of yourself : to behave in a foolish or 
embarrassing way in public ■ He got drunk at the wedding 
and made an exhibition of himself in front of everyone. 
on exhibition : being publicly shown in an exhibition ■ The 
coin collection will be (placed/put) on exhibition [=on ex¬ 
hibit] next week. 

ex*hi*bi*tiOfl-ism Aeksa'bija.nizam/ noun [noncount] dis¬ 
approving : behavior that is meant to attract attention to 
yourself ■ shameless exhibitionism 

— ex-hi-bi-tion.ist Aeksa^ijanist/ noun, pi -ists [count] 

- exhibitionist or ex-hi-bi-tion-ist-ic /,eks3,bija- 
'mstik/ ac(i [more most ~] ■ exhibitionist behavior 

ex*hil*a*rate /ig'zila.reit/ verb -rates; -rat«ed; -rat-ing [+ 

obj] : to cause (someone) to feel very happy and excited — 
usually used as (be) exhilarated • We were exhilarated by the 
news of his success. 

— exhilarated adj [more most ~] ■ I feel exhilarated ! 

— exhilarating adj [more most ~] ■ an exhilarating ski 
trip ■ exhilarating news 

ex«hil*a«ra*tion /ig^ila’reijan/ noun [noncount] : a feeling 
of great happiness and excitement ■ I felt a kind of exhilara¬ 
tion when I reached the top of the mountain. 
ex«hort /ig*zoa *./ verb -horts; -hort.ed; -hort-ing [+ obj] 
formal : to try to influence (someone) by words or advice 
: to strongly urge (someone) to do something ■ He exhorted 
his people to take back their land. ■ She exhorted her listeners 
to support the proposition. 

— ex*hor*ta*tion Aek^ofr'tei/an/ noun, pi -tions [count, 
noncount] 

ex*hume /ig'zuim, Brit ig'zjurm/ verb -humes; -humed; 
-hum-ing [+ obj]formal : to remove (a body) from the place 
where it is buried ■ The victim’s body will be exhumed [-dis¬ 
interred] so that a new autopsy can be performed. 

— ex-hu-ma-tion Aekshju'meijan/ noun, pi -tions [count, 
noncount] 

ex*i*gen*Cy /'eksacfeansi/ noun, pi -cies formal : something 
that is necessary in a particular situation [count] — usually 
plural ■ Administrative exigencies [-needs] have led to some 
changes in the structure of the committee. ■ the exigencies of 
war [noncount] They are motivated by political exigency 
[= necessity] rather than by principal, 
exigent /'eksacfeant/ ad) [more most —]. formal 

1 : requiring immediate attention : needing to be dealt with 
immediately ■ exigent circumstances 

2 : expecting much time, attention, effort, etc., from other 
people : demanding ■ exigent bosses/clients 

1 ex-ile /'egjzaial, '£k,sajal/ noun, pi -iles 

1 a [noncount] : a situation in which you are forced to leave 
your country or home and go to live in a foreign country ■ 
They hoped that his exile would be temporary. — often used 
after in or into ■ forced into exile "He went into exile to avoid 
capture and execution by the government. ■ He now lives in 
exile in the United States. — sometimes used figuratively ■ 
She went into political exile [=she stopped being involved in 
politics] after the last election, b [count] : a period of time 
during which someone has lived in exile ■ a five-year exile 

2 [count] : a person who has been forced to live in a foreign 
country : a person who is in exile ■ Many chose to live as ex¬ 
iles rather than face persecution. — see also tax exile 

2 exile verb -iles; -iled; -il-ing [+ obj] : to force (someone) to 
go to live in a distant place or foreign country : to force 
(someone) into exile — usually used as (be) exiled ■ The Pres¬ 
ident was exiled by military rulers soon after the coup. ■ an 
exiled writer ■ dissidents exiled to Siberia 
ex»ISt /ig'zist/ verb -ists; -ist*ed; -ist*ing [no obj] 

1 : to have actual being : to be real ■ She believes that ghosts 
really do exist. ■ It’s the largest galaxy known to exist. • Does 
life exist on Mars? ■ The Internet didn’t exist then. ■ Those 
ideas only exist in your mind. [=they are only in your mind] ■ 
We shouldn’t ignore the problems that exist in our own com¬ 
munity. 

2 : to continue to be or to live ■ as long as doubt exists [= per¬ 
sists] ■ Racism still exists in our society. ■ The organization 


1 
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may soon cease to exist if more funding isn’t provided. ■ We 
cannot exist [=live] without oxygen. ■ They exist [^survive, 
subsist] on a diet of fruit, nuts, and leaves. 

— existing adj ■ ignore existing problems ■ making changes 
to the existing structure [=the structure that is there now] 

ex«ist»ence /ig'zistans/ noun, pi -enc«es 

1 [noncount] : the state of existing: such as a : the fact of 
having actual being : the state of being real ■ the existence of 
ghosts ■ She began to doubt the existence of God. ■ the largest 
animal/building in existence [=the largest animal/building 
that exists] ■ We shouldn’t deny the existence of these prob¬ 
lems. [=we shouldn’t deny that these problems are present or 
real] ■ long before the country had come into existence ^be¬ 
gun to exist; come to have actual being] ■ The company has 
since gone out of existence. [=it no longer exists] b : the 
state of continuing to be or to live ■ The organization is en¬ 
gaged in a struggle for (its) existence. • I owe my very exis¬ 
tence [-life] to their courage. [=1 am alive because of their 
courage] 

2 [count] : a particular way of living — usually singular ■ 
They enjoyed a comfortable existence. • They pursued their 
meager existence in a poor rural area. 

ex-ist-ent /ig^istant/ adj, formal : having existence 
: present or real ■ The resort is no longer existent. [=it doesn’t 
exist anymore] : existing now ■ 1 think we should improve 
existent parks rather than create new ones. — opposite non¬ 
existent 

exit /'egzat, 'eksat/ noun, pi exits [count] 

1 : something (such as a door) that is used as a way to go out 
of a place • Use the emergency exit in case of fire. ■ There are 
12 exits in the building. ■ We can’t get out this way: the sign 
says “No Exit." • the exit door — sometimes used figuratively 
■ The deal provides an exit for the company. [=a way for the 
company to stop being involved in something] — compare 

1 entrance 2 In U.S. English a door or passage that leads 
outside or to an exit door is marked Exit , while in British En¬ 
glish it is often marked IVay Out. 

2 a : the act of going out or away from something ■ Her exit 
[= departure ] was not noticed at the time. ■ He made a quick 
exit. [=he left quickly] ■ We made an early exit from the 
show. [=we left the show early] b : the act of leaving a situ¬ 
ation, competition, etc. ■ Most fans were surprised by the 
team's early exit from the tournament. [=surprised that the 
team lost and was out of the tournament at an early stage] ■ 
The company needs to have an exit strategy. [=a plan for 
ending its involvement when it wants or needs to end it] 

3 : a special road by which vehicles leave a highway • Take 
the first exit. • exit ramps 

exit verb exits; exit-ed; exiting 

1 : to go out of a place or situation : to make an exit [no 
obj] We can exit (out) through the back door. [+ obj] exit a 
building • exit the parking lot ■ The team exited the tourna¬ 
ment early. — opposite enter 

2 [+ obj] : to cause (a computer program) to stop when you 
have finished using it ■ Save your work and then exit the pro¬ 
gram. 

exit poll noun, pi ~ polls [count] : a method of predicting 
the result of an election by asking people who they voted for 
as they leave the place where they voted 
ex*0*dus /'eksadas/ noun, pi -dus*es [count] : a situation 
in which many people leave a place at the same time — usu¬ 
ally singular ■ The war caused a mass exodus of refugees, 
ex of-fi-cio Acksa'fiji^u/ adv, formal : because of your job, 
office, or position ■ The Vice President serves ex officio as 
president of the Senate. [=being vice president means that 
you are also the president of the Senate] 

— ex officio adj ■ ex officio members of the council 
ex*on»er*ate /ig'za:n3|reit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing [+ 

obj] formal : to prove that someone is not guilty of a crime or 
responsible for a problem, bad situation, etc. ■ Her attorney 
claims that this new evidence will exonerate [-clear] the de¬ 
fendant completely. — sometimes + of ox from ■ evidence 
that will exonerate her oj/from the charges 

— ex-on-er-a-tion /igjzcuna'reijan/ noun [noncount] ■ A re¬ 
view of the evidence led to her complete exoneration. 

ex-or-bi*tant /ig'zo^batant/ ad) [more most ~] : going 
far beyond what is fair, reasonable, or expected : too high, 
expensive, etc. ■ exorbitant fees/costs/prices/expenses ■ They 
were charged exorbitant rates for phone calls. 

— ex-or-bi-tant-ly adv • exorbitantly expensive meals ■ exor¬ 
bitantly high prices 

ex-or-cise also ex-or>cize /'eksa^saiz/ verb -cis-es also 
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-ciz-es; -cised also -cized; -cis-ing also -ciz-ing [+ obj\ 
: to force (an evil spirit) to leave • The movie is about a priest 
who tries to exorcise demons from a young girl. — often 
used figuratively ■ She tried hard to exorcise her feelings of 
guilt. • His charitable works seem to be an effort to exorcise 
the ghosts/demons of his past. [=to make up for the bad 
things he did in the past] 

— ex-or-cism /'eksa’isizam/ noun, pi -cisms [noncount ] 
the exorcism of demons [count] a priest performing exor¬ 
cisms — ex-or-cist /'eksa^isist/ noun, pi -cists [count] 

1 ex*Ot»ic /ig'za.tik/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : very different, strange, or unusual ■ exotic colors/flavors ■ 
an exotic locale • She’s known for her exotic tastes. 

2 of a plant or animal : not living or growing naturally in a 
particular area : from another part of the world ■ exotic 
plants ■ exotic fish/birds 

— ex-ot-i-cal-ly /ig'za:tikli/ adv • exotically flavored teas 
— ex-ot-i-cism /ig'zccta.sizam/ noun [noncount] — ex-ot- 
ic-ness /ig'zaitiknas/ noun [ noncount ] 

2 exotic noun, pi -ics [count] : a plant or animal that does not 
live or grow naturally in a particular area ■ Some native spe¬ 
cies are being crowded out by exotics. 
ex«pand /ik'spaend/ verb -pands; -pand-ed; -pand-ing 

1 a [no obj] : to increase in size, range, or amount : to be¬ 
come bigger ■ The liquid expands and contracts with changes 
in temperature. ■ the expanding universe "His business has 
expanded to serve the entire state. ■ The coffee shop may ex¬ 
pand into a full restaurant, b [+ obj] : to cause (something) 
to increase in size, range, or amount : to make (something) 
bigger ■ He has expanded his business to serve the entire 
state. ■ There are plans to expand the airport. ■ The police 
have decided to expand their investigation. ■ She plans to ex¬ 
pand the lecture series into a book. ■ This trip will give you 
an opportunity to expand [=broaden] your horizons. [=to 
learn more about the world] ■ expand your knowledge 

2 [+ obj 1 : to write (something) in full form ■ Expand the ab¬ 
breviation “deg." to “degree.” 

expand on/upon [phrasal verb ] expand on/upon (something) 
: to speak or write about (something) in a more complete 
or detailed way ■ She declined to expand on her earlier 
statement. ■ Please expand [= elaborate] on that idea. ■ Re¬ 
searchers will expand upon their data in a new study. 

— ex-pand-able /ik'spaendabal/ adj [more most ~] ■ ex¬ 
pandable computer memory [^computer memory that can 
be easily increased] 

ex-panse /ik'spaens/ noun, pi -pans-es [count] : a large 
and usually flat open space or area ■ The explorer gazed 
across the vast Arctic expanse. — usually + of ■ the vast/ 
broad expanse of the ocean ■ an expanse of desert ■ great ex¬ 
panses of pavement 

ex'parvsion /ik'spaenjan/ noun, pi -sions 

1 [noncount] : the act of becoming bigger or of making 
something bigger : the act of expanding ■ territorial expan¬ 
sion ■ The league is undergoing expansion. ■ economic ex¬ 
pansion ■ the expansion of a lecture series into a book 

2 [count] : a more complete and detailed written work or set 
of comments based on something shorter ■ This book is an 
expansion of a lecture series. — often + on or upon ■ Her re¬ 
marks today were an expansion on her earlier comments re¬ 
garding the budget. 

ex-pan-sion-ism /ik'spaenja^izam/ noun [noncount] : the 
belief that a country should grow larger : a policy of increas¬ 
ing a country’s size by expanding its territory 

— ex*pan*sion*ist /ik'spaenjamst/ adj • expansionist poli¬ 
cies — expansionist noun, pi -ists [count] 

ex-pan-sive /ik'spaensiv/ adj [more most ~] 

1 formal : talking a lot ■ He was unusually expansive at the 
press conference. ■ She was in an expansive mood. 

2 a : covering or including many things : very broad or wide 
■ The law was expansive in its scope. ■ a more expansive treat¬ 
ment of the topic b : covering a large space or area ■ the 
hotel’s expansive dining room ■ The house has expansive 
views of the valley. ■ an expansive gesture [=a broad gesture] 

3 : growing quickly or steadily : marked by expansion ■ an 
expansive economy 

— ex-pan-sive-ly adv - ex-pan-sive*ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

ex-pat /'cks,paet/ noun, pi -pats [count] informal: expatri¬ 
ate 

ex-pa-ti-ate /£k'speiji,eit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing [no 

obj] formal : to speak or write about something in a way that 
includes a lot of details or uses many words — usually + on 


or upon ■ an essay expatiating on/upon the legislative process 
ex-pa-tri-ate /Ek'speitrijat, Brit ek'spaetriat/ noun, pi -ates 
[count] : a person who lives in a foreign country • American 
expatriates living in Paris 

— expatriate adj, always used before a noun ■ expatriate 
writers 

ex-pect /ik'spckt/ verb -pects; -pect-ed; -pect-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to think that something will probably or certainly 
happen • We expect (that) the economy will improve. = We 
expect the economy to improve. • As expected , the election 
was very close. • Costs have been higher than expected. - 
Costs have been higher than they were expected to be. • It’s 
expected that the new products will be available next montl\ 
■ Prices are expected to rise. ■ He’s opposed to the new law, af> 
you might expect. • I expect (that) she won’t like the news. • 
We were half/fully expecting [=we thought there was a re, 
sonable/good chance] that the game would be canceled. ■ 
Good things sometimes happen when you least expect them. 

— often followed by to + verb ■ She expects to go to college. ■ 1 
expect to do well on the exam. ■ Who do you expect to win ? = 
Who do you expect will win? 

2 [+ obj] : to think that (someone or something) will arrive or 
that (something) will happen ■ We expect them (to arrive) 
any minute now. ■ We expect rain tomorrow. = We expect it 
to rain tomorrow. • I’ll expect your letter (to arrive) next 
week. ■ I’m expecting a phone call. ■ The expected delivery 
date is next month. 

3 [+ obj] : to consider (something) to be reasonable, re¬ 
quired, or necessary ■ He’s a teacher who expects hard work 
from his students. ■ Her latest film lacks the quality that 
we’ve come to expect (from her). ■ We expected more from/ 
of you. ■ This is not the kind of behavior I expected of you. ■ 
He expects a great deal from/of himself and from/of other 
people. • I don’t think it’s too much to expect that you should 
get to work on time. • The supplier expects to be paid on 
time. ■ We expect you to pay your debts. ■ “England expects 
every man to do his duty.” —Lord Nelson (1805) 

4 always used in progressive tenses [no obj] : to be pregnant ■ 
She’s expecting. : to be due to give birth • She’s expecting 
next month. [=she will probably give birth next month; her 
baby will probably be bom next month] 

5 [+ obj] informal: to suppose or think — usually used after 
/ ■ / expect [=gwess] that these problems occur in other places 
too. ■ She feels the same way, I expect. ■ “Does she feel the 
same way?” “7 expect so/not." 

— ex-pect-able /ik'spcktabal/ adj [more most ~] > an ex¬ 
pectable [-predictable] reaction 

ex-pect-an-cy /ik'spektansi/ noun [noncount] : a feeling 
that something is going to happen : the feeling that you have 
when you are expecting something ■ We were all in a state of 
(nervous) expectancy , awaiting the results of the vote. • an air 
of expectancy — see also life expectancy 
ex-pect-ant /ik'sp£ktant/ adj 

1 [more most ~] : feeling or thinking that something will 
happen : expecting something ■ An expectant crowd waited 
for her arrival. 

2 always used before a noun : expecting the birth of a child 
: soon to become a parent ■ expectant parents ■ an expectant 
mother 

— ex-pect-ant-ly adv ■ The crowd waited expectantly for 
her arrival. 

ex - pec-ta-ti O n /.Ek.spEk'teiJan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : a belief that something will happen or is likely to happen 
[count] Their expectation was [=they expected] that the plan 
would succeed. ■ The company has expectations of making a 
profit next year, [noncount] I saved the files in the expecta¬ 
tion that they would be useful in the future. ■ There is wide¬ 
spread expectation that the strike will be settled soon. ■ The 
crowd waited in expectation of her arrival. To have every 
expectation of something is to feel very sure that it will hap¬ 
pen. ■ They have every expectation of success. [=they believe 
they will succeed] 

2 [count] : a feeling or belief about how successful, good, 
etc., someone or something will be — usually plural ■ Expec¬ 
tations for the team were high. [=people expected the team 
to do very well] ■ We’ve had to lower our expectations for the 
festival. [=to expect that the festival will not be as successful, 
big, etc., as we originally thought it would be] ■ We need to 
have more realistic expectations about when the house will 
be finished. [=to accept that the house will not be finished as 
soon as we thought it would be] ■ We’re living in a time of di¬ 
minished/rising expectations. ■ He found it hard to live up to 
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their expectations. [=to do as well as they expected him to 
dol ■ The company failed to match/meet expectations. [=to 
be as successful as people thought it would be] ■ The restau¬ 
rant has succeeded beyond (all) expectations. = The restau¬ 
rant has exceeded expectations. [=it is more successful than 
people thought it would be] ■ Company earnings were not up 
to expectations. = Earnings fell short of expectations. [=the 
company did not earn as much money as people thought it 
would earn] ■ Contrary to expectations, all of the birds sur¬ 
vived. = Against (all) expectations, the birds survived. [=the 
birds survived although people did not think they would] 
1 ex»pe»di»ent /ik'spiidijsnt/ adj [more most ~ ] often dis¬ 
approving : providing an easy and quick way to solve a prob¬ 
lem or do something ■ They found it expedient to negotiate 
with the terrorists. ■ a politically expedient solution ■ Do the 
right thing, not the expedient thing. 

— ex-pe-di-ent-ly adv • We want to resolve this issue as ex¬ 
pediently [ =quic/cly] as possible. — ex-pe-di-ence 
/ik'spkdijans/ or ex-pe-di-en-cy /ik'spiidijansi/ noun 
[noncount] • political expedience/'expediency ■ for reasons 
of expediency 

Expedient noun, pi -ents [count] : an easy and quick way to 
solve a problem or do something : an expedient solution ■ 
The government chose short-term/temporary expedients in¬ 
stead of a real economic policy. ■ We can solve this problem 
by the simple expedient of taking out another loan. 
ex*pe*dite /'eksp3,dait/ verb -dites; -dit-ed; -dit-ing [+ 
obj] formal : to cause (something) to happen faster ■ They’ve 
asked the judge to expedite the lawsuits. ■ We’ll do what we 
can to expedite the processing of your insurance claim. 

— compare expeditious 

ex-pe*di-tion Aekspa'di/an/ noun, pi -tions [count] 

1 : a journey especially by a group of people for a specific 
purpose (such as to explore a distant place or to do research) 
■ organize/mount/launch a mountain-climbing expedition ■ a 
scientific expedition to Antarctica — also used in a playful 
way to refer to a short trip for a specific purpose ■ a shopping 
expedition ■ fishing expeditions The phrase fishing expedi¬ 
tion is sometimes used in a disapproving way, especially in 
U.S. English, to describe a situation in which a person or 
group looks for evidence that someone has done something 
wrong without having a good reason to believe the evidence 
exists. • Critics charge that the government investigation is a 
politically motivated fishing expedition. 

2 : a group of people who travel together to a distant place 
: a group of people who go on an expedition ■ The (members 
of the) expedition discovered an ancient burial site. 

ex-pe-di'tioivary Aekspa'dija.neri, Brit .ekspa'di/anri/ 
adj 

1 : relating to an expedition ■ expeditionary missions 

2 : sent to fight in a foreign country ■ an expeditionary force 
ex-pe*di-tiOUS Aekspa'dijas/ adj [more most ] formal 

: acting or done in a quick and efficient way ■ Both sides 
hoped for an expeditious [-prompt] resolution of the dispute. 

— ex-pe-di-tious-ly adv ■ The insurer handled the claim ex¬ 
peditiously. [-promptly] 

ex*pel /ik'spel/ verb -pels; -pelled; -pel-ling [+ obj] 

1 : to officially force (someone) to leave a place or organiza¬ 
tion ■ The club may expel members who do not follow the 
rules. • She was expelled from school for bad behavior. 

2 : to push or force (something) out ■ expel air from the 
lungs 

ex*pend /ik'spend/ verb -pends; -pend-ed; -pend-ing [+ 

obj] formal 

1 : to use or spend (something) ■ You can only lose weight by 
expending [-using, using up] more calories than you take in. ■ 
expend [=spend] funds 

2 : to use (time, energy, effort, etc.) for a particular purpose 
• Are we willing to expend the time and resources required to 
solve the problem? — often + on ■ We need to expend more 
time and resources on solving the problem. — sometimes 
followed by in + -ing verb ■ We need to expend more time and 
resources in finding a solution to the problem. 

ex-pend-able /ik'spendabal/ adj : easily replaced : not 
worth saving • employees whose jobs are considered expend¬ 
able : not meant to be saved : meant to be used and thrown 
away ■ an expendable rocket ■ expendable [= disposable] sup¬ 
plies 

ex-pen-di-ture /ik'spEnditfa/ noun, pi -tures formal 
1 a : an amount of money that is spent on something 
[count] Your income should exceed your expenditures. [=you 
should earn more money than you spend! ■ an increase in 


military expenditures [noncount] an increase in military ex¬ 
penditure b : an amount of time, energy, effort, etc., that is 
used to do something [count] vast expenditures of time and 
effort [noncount] The energy expenditure was significant. 

2 a [noncount] : the act of spending money ■ the expenditure 
of funds for the new school b : the act of using something 
(such as time or effort) for a particular purpose [noncount] 
greater expenditure of effort [count] The project will require 
an expenditure of effort on everyone’s part. 
ex-Dense /ik'spens/ noun, pi -pens-es 

1 [noncount] : the amount of money that is needed to pay for 
or buy something ■ I’d like to save the time and expense 
[=cost] of redoing the whole thing. ■ I don’t think a first-class 
ticket is worth the added/extra expense. — often used after 
at ■ These items were imported at great/considerable/enor¬ 
mous expense. (=it cost a lot to import them] ■ We were able 
to fix the problem at very little expense. [=for very little mon¬ 
ey] ■ The repairs were made at no expense to us. [=without 
costing us anything] — see also AT someone’s expense 
(below) 4- If you spare no expense, you spend as much 
money as you need to in order to make something as good as 
possible. ■ When they go on vacation, they spare no expense. • 
They spared no expense in building the house. 

2 [count] : an amount of money that must be spent especial¬ 
ly regularly to pay for something ■ The annual fee is simply 
an expense of doing business. — usually plural ■ Their ex¬ 
penses [-expenditures] were getting far ahead of their in¬ 
come. ■ We need to find a way to control expenses. ■ cutting 
back on expenses ■ legal/medical/household expenses [=cas£s] 
■ I’m concerned about the project’s hidden expenses. ■ You’ll 
have to pay your own travel/traveling expenses. ■ an all¬ 
expenses paid trip [=a journey for which all costs are al¬ 
ready paid] 

3 [count]: something on which money is spent ■ A new car is 
a major expense. ■ My new computer was a business expense. 
[=something I had to buy in order to do business] 

at someone’s expense 1 : paid for by someone ■ a fancy 
dinner at my parents’ expense • a stadium built at the tax¬ 
payers’ expense = a stadium built at taxpayer expense 
[=with money from taxes] ■ The tour is free, but all meals 
are at your own expense. [=you must pay for your meals] 
2 If someone makes a joke about you or laughs at you, 
the joke or laughter is said to be at your expense. ■ Every¬ 
one had a good laugh at my expense, 
at the expense of : in a way that harms (something or 
someone) ■ Malls flourished at the expense of small stores 
downtown. ■ She acquired power at the expense of friend¬ 
ships. ■ He argues that the tax cut will benefit the rich at 
the expense of the poor. 

go fo (the) expense : to spend money on something ■ Why 
go to the expense of installing something you’ll never use? ■ 
She went to great expense to have this party, 
expense account noun, pi ~ accounts [count] : an ar¬ 
rangement that allows an employee (such as someone who is 
traveling for business) to pay for things using the company’s 
money instead of the employee’s money ■ He charged dinner 
to his expense account. ■ She put the tickets on her expense 
account. 

ex-pen-sive /ik'spensiv/ adj [more most ~] : costing a 
lot of money ■ an expensive hobby ■ an expensive car ■ expen¬ 
sive clothes ■ The lights were expensive to install. ■ They live 
in an expensive neighborhood. [=a neighborhood in which 
houses, apartments, etc., cost a lot to buy or rent] ■ Her deci¬ 
sion to leave the company proved to be an expensive mis¬ 
take. [=a mistake that caused her to lose a lot of money] ■ an 
expensive shop [=a shop that sells expensive things] ■ He has 
expensive tastes. [=he likes expensive things] 

— ex-pen-sive-ly adv ■ He dresses expensively. 
1 ex-pe*ri-ence /ik'spirijans/ noun, pi -enc-es 

1 [noncount] : the process of doing and seeing things and of 
having things happen to you ■ The best way to learn is by ex¬ 
perience. ■ the experience of pain/love 

2 [noncount] a : skill or knowledge that you get by doing 
something ■ We need someone with experience. ■ She gained/ 
acquired a lot of experience at that job. ■ I know that from 
personal/firsthand experience. ■ Do you have experience do¬ 
ing this kind of work? [=have you done this kind of work?] ■ 
I have little experience (dealing) with these kinds of issues, 
b : the length of time that you have spent doing something 
(such as a particular job) ■ She has five years’ experience as a 
computer programmer. 

3 [count] : something that you have done or that has hap¬ 
pened to you ■ He wrote about his experiences as a pilot. • 
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That experience is one I’d rather forget! • She had a frighten¬ 
ing experience. 

Experience verb -enc-es; -enced; -enc-ing [+ obj\ : to 
do or see (something) or have (something) happen to you ■ 
Have you ever experienced [=snjfered] the loss of a pet? ■ 
That was one of the worst days I’ve ever experienced. : to feel 
or be affected by (something) ■ The patient has been experi¬ 
encing pain in her left shoulder, 
experienced /ik'spirijanst/ adj [more most ~] : having 
skill or knowledge from doing something : having experi¬ 
ence ■ an experienced driver • The job calls for someone who 
is more experienced. • experienced at/in teaching 
1 ex«Per*i«ment /ik'speramgnt/ noun, pi -merits 

1 : a scientific test in which you perform a series of actions 
and carefully observe their effects in order to learn about 
something [count] Students will carry out simple laboratory 
experiments. ■ perform/conduct/do/run an experiment ■ a 
failed experiment • They did some experiments with magnets. 
■ a series of experiments on rats [=done to rats] [noncount] 
These theories have not yet been confirmed by experiment. 

2 [count] : something that is done as a test : something that 
you do to see how well or how badly it works ■ I’d like to 
paint the room a different color, just as an experiment. [=to 
see if it looks good or not] ■ an experiment in living more fru¬ 
gally ■ the city’s experiment with a longer school year 

2 eX'Per«i»ment /ik'sper3,mcnt/ verb -ments; -ment-ed; 
-ment-ing [no obj\ : to make or do an experiment: such as 
a : to do a scientific test in which you perform a series of ac¬ 
tions and carefully observe their effects ■ They experimented 
with magnets. • researchers experimenting on rats b : to try 
a new activity or a new way of doing or thinking about 
something ■ an artist who’s always experimenting [=trying 
new things] — usually + with "He’s been experimenting with 
various materials. ■ She experimented with different kinds of 
weaving. ■ The school is experimenting with a longer school 
year. ■ teenagers experimenting with drugs [-using illegal 
drugs to find out if they like them] 

— ex-per-i.men-ta-tion /ik^peraman'teijan/ noun [non¬ 
count] ■ scientific experimentation with/on rats • artistic ex¬ 
perimentation — ex*per-i-ment*er /ik'sperajmcnte/ 
noun, pi -ers [count] 

ex-per-i-men-tal /ik^pers'mentl/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : relating to a scientific experiment or to scientific experi¬ 
ments in general ■ experimental data/evidence ■ experimental 
approaches/conditions ■ experimental animals [=animals that 
are used in experiments] 

2 : made or done in order to see how well something works ■ 
an experimental treatment ■ experimental drugs/techniques • 
Plans for new city bus routes are still in the experimental 
stage. [=they are not final yet; they are being tested] ■ The 
fuel is being used on an experimental basis. 

3 : using a new way of doing or thinking about something ■ 
experimental art/films 

— eX'per*i*men>taMy adv ■ The theory was only recently 
experimentally confirmed. [=confirmed in an experiment] ■ 
The technique/fuel is being used experimentally. 

ex«pert /'ekiSpa*/ noun, pi -perts [count] : a person who has 
special skill or knowledge relating to a particular subject ■ a 
computer expert ■ She was an acknowledged expert on/in 
child development. ■ an expert at planning dinner parties 
2 expert adj [more most ~]: having or showing special skill 
or knowledge because of what you have been taught or what 
you have experienced ■ We received some expert advice. ■ an 
expert poker player • an expert opinion ■ The company has 
become expert at/in adapting its products for new clients. ■ 
expert testimony ■ an expert witness [=a witness in a court of 
law who is an expert on a particular subject] 

— ex*pert«ly adv ■ The furniture was expertly constructed. 
— ex-pert-ness noun [noncount] 

expertise /.ckspa'tiiz/ noun [noncount] : special skill or 
knowledge : the skill or knowledge an expert has • His exper¬ 
tise on defense will help the team. ■ her expertise in legal mat¬ 
ters ■ The company has no environmental expertise. l=the 
company does not have experience with environmental 
problems, matters, etc.] ■ This question falls outside my area 
of expertise. [=the subject area I know a lot about] 
eX'pi-ate /'£kspi,eit/ verb -ates; -at«ed; -at>ing [+ obj] for¬ 
mal : to do something as a way to show that you are sorry 
about doing something bad ■ trying to find a way to expiate 
[=atone for] his guilt/sin 

— ex«pi*a*tion Ackspi'eijsn/ noun [noncount] ■ expiation of 
his guilt/sin 


ex«pi*ra«tion /,eksp3'reij3n/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the fact of coming to an end or no longer being valid af¬ 
ter a period of time : the fact of expiring • the patent’s expi¬ 
ration ■ one month after the expiration of the contract 

2 medical : the act of breathing out ■ inhalation and expira¬ 
tion [= exhalation ] 

expiration date noun, pi ~ dates [count] 

1 : the date when something (such as a credit card or driver’s 
license) can no longer legally or officially be used ■ What is 
the expiration date on your credit card? [=when does your 
credit card expire?] — called also {Brit) expiry date 

2 : the date when something (such as milk or medicine) can 
no longer be sold because it may no longer be good or effec¬ 
tive ■ Check the expiration date on the bottle to make sure 
the medicine is still good. — called also {Brit) expiry date 

ex*pire /ik'spaja 1 / verb -pires; -pired; -pining 

1 [no obj\ : to end : to no longer be valid after a period of 
time • This offer expires (on) March 1. • My driver’s license 
has expired. 

2 [no obj] formal: to die ■ She expired after a long illness. 

3 /ck'spaja'/ [+ obj] medical: to breathe out (air) : exhale ■ 
measuring the volume of air expired from the lungs 

time expires *$• When time expires in a game, the clock 
shows that there is no more time and play stops. • They 
scored seconds before time expired. 
ex«pi«ry /ik’spajari/ noun [noncount] chiefly Brit: the fact of 
expiring : expiration • the expiry of the waiting period 
expiry date noun, pi ~ dates [count] Brit : expiration 

DATE 

ex«plain /Ik'splein/ verb -plains; -plained; -plain-ing 

1 [+ obj]: to make (something) clear or easy to understand ■ 

1 need a lawyer to explain this contract to me. ■ The profes¬ 
sor explained the poem to the class. ■ She explained how the 
machine worked. • I explained to them that I would be avail¬ 
able by phone. 

2 : to tell, show, or be the reason for or cause of something 
[+ obj] Scientists could not explain the strange lights in the 
sky. ■ I don’t know how to explain the dog’s strange behav¬ 
ior. ■ “I need to rest,” I explained to them. = I explained to 
them that I needed to rest. ■ We asked him to explain his rea¬ 
sons to us. ■ Can you explain why no one was informed earli¬ 
er? ■ Well, that explains it! • That explains why we we’re so 
far behind schedule, [no obj] Give me a chance to explain, 
explain away [phrasal verb] explain away (something) or ex¬ 
plain (something) away 1 : to make (something) seem 
less important by telling how it happened, what caused it, 
etc. • It will be hard for his lawyers to explain away this 
new evidence. ■ She tried to explain her symptoms away by 
insisting she was just overtired. 2 : to give a reason for (a 
fault, a mistake, etc.) so that you will not be blamed for it ■ 
They’ve tried to explain away the delays, citing computer 
problems. 

explain yourself 1 : to give a reason for your behavior ■ 
She had a hard time explaining herself after the theft was 
revealed. ■ I don’t think that I should have to explain myself 
to you. 2 : to say something clearly so that it can be un¬ 
derstood ■ Let me try to explain myself more clearly. 
hasten to explain see hasten 

— ex*plain*able /ik'splemsbsl/ adj [more most ~] ■ He 
thought all behavior was explainable in terms of genetics. 
ex«Pla«na*tion /iCkspls'nei/sn/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : the act or process of making something clear 
or easy to understand ■ Some of the more technical terms 
need/require explanation. [=they need to be explained] : the 
act or process of telling, showing, or being the reason for or 
cause of something ■ She declined the offer without (further) 
explanation. ■ Some of his actions defy explanation. [=cannot 
be explained] ■ The company offered little by way of expla¬ 
nation for the delays. [=as a way of explaining why there 
were delays] 

2 [count] : something (such as a statement or fact) that ex¬ 
plains something • The professor’s explanation was that the 
poem is really a parody. — often + for or of ■ Did the compa¬ 
ny offer an explanation for the delays? ■ There are several 
possible explanations for the current oil shortage. ■ a likely/ 
probable/possible/plausible explanation of how the accident 
occurred 

eX'plan*a-tO-ry /ik'spl2en3,tori, Brit ik'spkenatri/ adj 
: made or included in order to explain something ■ There are 
explanatory notes at the front of the book. — compare 

SELF-EXPLANATORY 

ex-ple-tive /'cksplstiv, Brit ik'spliitiv/ noun, pi -tives 
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[count] : a word or phrase (such as “Damn it!”) that people 
sometimes say when they are angry or in pain; especially 
: one that is offensive ■ Angry expletives filled the air. ■ Exple¬ 
tives were deleted from the transcript of their conversation. 
ex"pli*ca*ble /Ek'sphkabol, 'eksphkobal/ adj, formal : pos¬ 
sible to explain : explainable ■ phenomena explicable by 
the laws of physics ■ his least explicable mistake — opposite 

INEXPLICABLE 

ex-pli»cate /■ekspb.keit/ verb -cates; -cat-ed; -cat-ing [+ 

obj] formal : to explain or analyze (something, such as an 
idea or work of literature) ■ an essay explicating a theory ■ ex¬ 
plicate a poem 

— ex-pll-ca-tion /lekspb'keijon/ noun, pi -tions [count, 
noncount ] 

ex-plic*it /ik'sphsot/ a4j [more —; most ~] 

1 : very clear and complete : leaving no doubt about the 
meaning ■ They were given explicit instructions. ■ Changes to 
the property can’t be done without their explicit consent. ■ 
The law is very explicit about how these measures should be 
enacted. — opposite implicit 

2 a : showing or referring very openly to nudity, violence, or 
sexual activity ■ explicit photographs ■ They’re concerned 
about exposing children to (sexually) explicit films. ■ a song 
with explicit lyrics b : openly shown ■ The movie contains 
scenes of explicit violence. ■ two people engaging in explicit 
sex ■ sexually explicit conduct 

— ex*plic*it*ly adv • We explicitly asked for a room with a 
view. ■ The building was explicitly restricted to official per¬ 
sonnel. — ex* pi ic* it* ness noun [ noncount ] ■ sexual explic¬ 
itness 

ex*Plode /ik‘sploud/ verb -plodes; -plod-ed; -plod-ing 

1 : to suddenly break apart in a violent way with parts flying 
outward [no obj\ The bomb could explode [=blow up, deto¬ 
nate] at any minute. ■ One of the shells failed to explode. ■ an 
exploding volcano [+ obj] explode [=blow up, detonate] a 
bomb — compare implode 

2 [no obj] a ; to change in a very sudden and violent way ■ 
These occasional skirmishes may soon explode into all-out 
war. b : to move with sudden speed and force ■ The horses 
exploded [=burst] out of the starting gate. ■ The birds sudden¬ 
ly exploded into flight. ■ We exploded [=burst] into action. C 
: to be affected by something very suddenly ■ The building 
exploded in/into flames/fire. ■ The audience exploded with/ 
in/into laughter. [=everyone burst out laughing] 

3 a [no obj] : to express emotion in a sudden and violent way 
■ She looked like she was ready to explode with anger, b [+ 
obj] : to say (something) in a sudden and angry way ■ “Damn 
you!” she exploded . 

4 [+ obj] : to show that (something, such as a belief or theo¬ 
ry) is false ■ Science has exploded many old theories. ■ The 
book explodes a number of myths/legends about his youth. 

5 [no obj] : to increase very quickly ■ The deer population 
has recently exploded. ■ the exploding [=,soaring , rising] costs 
of childcare ■ The book has exploded in popularity. 

exploded ad), technical : showing the parts of something 
separately but in correct relationship to each other ■ an ex¬ 
ploded view/diagram of an engine 
1 ex*ploit /'Ek,sploit/ noun, pi- ploits [count] : an exciting act 
or action — usually plural ■ performing heroic exploits 
[-feats] ■ He enjoys talking about his youthful exploits. [= ad¬ 
venturer y] ■ a book about his sexual exploits 
2 ex*ploit /ik'sploit/ verb -ploits; -ploit*ed; -ploit-ing [+ 
obj] 

1 : to get value or use from (something) ■ He has never fully 
exploited his talents. ■ Top athletes are able to exploit their 
opponents’ weaknesses. ■ We need to exploit [-take advan¬ 
tage of] this opportunity/situation. • exploit natural resources 

2 : to use (someone or something) in a way that helps you 
unfairly ■ They were accused of exploiting [^taking advantage 
oj] migrant workers. ■ She said the tragedy had been exploit¬ 
ed by the media. 

— ex*ploit*able /ik'sploitabal/ adj [more most ~] ■ ex¬ 
ploitable resources — ex-ploi*ta*tion /^k.sploi'teijan/ 
noun [noncount] ■ a victim of exploitation — ex*ploit*er 
noun, pi -ers [count] 

ex*plO*ra-tion AEksplaVeiJan/ noun, pi -tions : the act of 
exploring something [noncount] space exploration ■ a topic 
for scholarly exploration ■ the early exploration of the West 
[count] early explorations of the West 
ex*plor»a*tO»ry /ik^plore^ori, Brit ik'sploratri/ adj [more 
~Y most ~ ] : done or created to find something or to learn 
more about something ■ exploratory drilling for oil ■ an ex¬ 


ploratory committee • He underwent exploratory surgery. 
[=surgery done to find and identify a problem] 
ex»Dlore /ik^plog/ verb -plores; -plored; -plor-ing 

1 [+ obj] a : to look at (something) in a careful way to learn 
more about it : to study or analyze (something) ■ Research¬ 
ers are exploring how language is acquired by children, b 
: to talk or think about (something) in a thoughtful and de¬ 
tailed way • The book explores a number of controversial is¬ 
sues. ■ You need to explore your feelings on this subject more 
carefully. ■ We explored various options/altematives/possi- 
bilities. C : to learn about (something) by trying it ■ an op¬ 
portunity to explore different activities ■ The children were 
encouraged to explore mathematics. 

2 [+ obj]: to travel over or through (a place) in order to learn 
more about it or to find something ■ I decided to go out and 
explore the town. ■ They were sent to explore unknown re¬ 
gions of Africa. 

3 [no obj] : to make a careful search for something by travel¬ 
ing to different places ■ companies exploring for oil 

4 [+ obj] : to touch (something) to learn more about it ■ The 
doctor explored the wound. 

— ex-plor-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ Arctic explorers 
ex«p!o*Sion /ik'splou33n/ noun, pi -sions [count] 

1 : the sudden, loud, and violent release of energy that hap¬ 
pens when something (such as a bomb) breaks apart in a way 
that sends parts flying outward ■ The filmmakers staged the 
car’s explosion. ■ The island was rocked by a series of volca¬ 
nic explosions. ■ set off an explosion 

2 a : a sudden and very fast increase ■ The region has experi¬ 
enced a population explosion. ■ an explosion of interest b 
: a sudden expression of some strong emotion ■ an explosion 
of anger c : a sudden occurrence of laughter ■ His com¬ 
ments prompted an explosion of laughter from the crowd. 

1 ex*plO*Sive /ik'sploosiv/ adj 

1 a [more most ~] : able to cause an explosion ■ a highly 
explosive substance : used for exploding something ■ an ex¬ 
plosive charge ■ explosive devices b : relating to an explo¬ 
sion or caused by an explosion ■ the bomb’s explosive force 

2 [more most ~] a : tending to get angry very easily ■ an 
explosive personality ■ He has an explosive temper, b : likely 
to become violent very suddenly ■ The police are trying to 
defuse a very explosive [= volatile ] situation. C : happening 
suddenly and quickly ■ The region has experienced explosive 
[=rapid] population growth. 

2 explOSive noun, pi -sives [count] : a substance (such as dy¬ 
namite) that is used to cause an explosion : an explosive sub¬ 
stance ■ the danger of working with high explosives [=very 
powerful explosives] 

ex*po*nent /ik'spounant, 'ek^pounant/ noun, pi -nents 
[count] 

1 a : someone who supports a particular cause, belief, etc. ■ 
He was a leading exponent [=,supporter, proponent] of the civil 
rights movement, b : someone who is known for a particu¬ 
lar method, style, etc. ■ She has become one of America’s 
foremost exponents of the romantic style in interior design. 

2 mathematics : a symbol that is written above and to the 
right of a number to show how many times the number is to 
be multiplied by itself ■ The exponent 3 in 10 3 indicates 10 x 
10 x 10. 

eX-pO*nen*tial /.Ekspa'nentfal/ adj 

1 [more ~ ; most ~): very fast: increasingly rapid ■ The busi¬ 
ness has experienced several years of exponential growth. ■ 
Prices have increased at an exponential rate. ^ Exponential 
growth is literally growth that becomes faster and faster as it 
continues. In ordinary use, however, exponential is under¬ 
stood to mean simply “very fast” when it is used with woids 
like growth and increase. 

2 mathematics : including or using an exponent ■ 10 3 is an 
exponential expression. 

— ex*po*nen*tial*ly /^kspa'nEntfali/ adv ■ Prices have in¬ 
creased exponentially. • exponentially rapid growth 

1 ex.Qort /ek'spoa*/ verb -ports; -port-ed; -port-ing [+ obj\ 
; to send a product to be sold in another country ■ countries 
that export oil to the U.S. — opposite import 

— ex-port*able /Ek'spoa-tabal/ adj ■ exportable goods — ex- 
por-ta-tion /^k^po^'teijan/ noun [noncount] ■ the expor¬ 
tation [-export] of oil — ex-port-er /Ek'spoerta 1 / noun, pi 
-ers [count] ■ a leading exporter of soybeans 

2 ex»OOft /'ekjSpoa*/ noun, pi -ports 

1 [count] : something that is exported : a product that is sent 
to another country to be sold there ■ Exports to China have 
risen this year. 
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2 [noncount] : the act of exporting something ■ goods for ex¬ 
port [= exportation ] ■ the export of wines 

— export adj, always used before a noun ■ the export market ■ 
export crops 

ex»pose /ik'spouz/ verb -pos-es; -posed; -posting [+ obj\ 

1 : to leave (something) without covering or protection ■ The 
shingles had fallen off, exposing the wood underneath. — of¬ 
ten + to ■ The colors will fade if they are exposed to sunlight. 

2 : to cause (someone) to experience something or to be in¬ 
fluenced or affected by something — + to • He wants to ex¬ 
pose his students to great works of literature. • The workers 
were exposed to dangerous chemicals. [=they were placed in 
conditions that left them unprotected from dangerous chem¬ 
icals] ■ She hasn’t yet been exposed to measles. ■ Children are 
being exposed to violence on television. "His mistakes have 
exposed him to ridicule. [=he has been ridiculed because of 
his mistakes] 

3 a : to reveal (something hidden, dishonest, etc.) ■ Under¬ 
cover investigators exposed the scam, b : to reveal the 
crimes or faults of (someone) ■ They threatened to expose 
him. — often + as • They exposed him as a fraud. 

4 : to let light fall on (film in a camera) in order to create a 
photograph ■ The film had not been properly exposed. 

— compare overexpose, underexpose 

expose yourself : to show your sexual organs in public ■ He 
was arrested for exposing himself (to women) in the park, 
ex-po-se Aekspou'zei, Brit ek'spauzei/ noun, pi -ses [count] 
: a news report or broadcast that reveals something illegal or 
dishonest to the public ■ a newspaper expos& of government 
corruption ■ The show aired an expose on the candidate’s fi¬ 
nancial indiscretions. 

exposed /ik'spouzd/ adj ■ not protected or covered ■ an ex¬ 
posed hillside ■ exposed wiring ■ an exposed beam 
ex-pO'Si-tion /.ckspa'zijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 formal : the act of explaining something : clear explana¬ 
tion [noncount] The subject requires some exposition, 
[count] a clear exposition of his ideas 

2 [count]: a public show or exhibition ■ the great Paris Expo¬ 
sition of 1899 • have/hold/mount an international exposition 

ex-pos-i-to-ry /ik'spa:z3,tori, Brit ik'spozatri/ adj, chiefly 
US, somewhat formal — used to describe writing that is done 
to explain something • expository prose ■ I’m taking an ex¬ 
pository writing class this semester, 
ex-pos-tu-late /ik'spa:stf3,leit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -lat- 
ing [no obj] formal : to disagree with something or argue 
against it ■ She expostulated (with us) at length on/about/ 
concerning the proposed law. 

— ex-pos-tu-la-tion /ik,spa:stf3'leij3n/ noun, pi -tions 
[count, noncount] 

ex«pp»sure /ik'spousfr/ noun, pi -sures 

1 [noncount] : the fact or condition of being affected by 
something or experiencing something : the condition of be¬ 
ing exposed to something ■ exposure to heat/cold ■ exposure 
to infection/danger ■ children's exposure to violence on tele¬ 
vision ■ He risks exposure to ridicule by saying such things in 
public. 

2 [noncount] : the act of revealing secrets about someone or 
something ■ They threatened him with (public) exposure. — 
often + of ■ exposure o/his criminal past. 

3 [noncount] : public attention and notice ■ The candidates 
are competing for television/media exposure. 

4 [count] photography a : the amount of time during which 
light is allowed to enter a camera in order to produce a pho¬ 
tograph ■ a three-second exposure b : a section of a film 
used for a single photograph ■ This roll of film has 24 expo¬ 
sures. 

5 [noncount] medical : a condition that results from being 
outside in cold weather for a long time ■ The climbers nearly 
died of exposure. 

6 [count] : a position that provides a view in a specified di¬ 
rection ■ The room has a southern exposure. 

— see also indecent exposure 

ex*pound /ik'spaund/ verb -pounds; -pound-ed; 
-pound-ing formal : to explain or state (something) : to 
give details about (something) [+ obj] The article expounds 
the virtues of a healthy diet, [no obj] When asked to ex¬ 
pound , he had no comment. — often + on ■ The article ex¬ 
pounds on the virtues of a healthy diet. 

1 ex»press Ak'spres/ verb -press.es; -pressed; -press¬ 
ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to talk or write about (something that you are thinking 
or feeling) ■ He expressed an interest in meeting her. ■ We ex¬ 


pressed (to them) our thoughts/feelings/views on the subject. 

■ She expressed surprise at his rude behavior, b : to make 
(your thoughts and feelings) known by doing something oth¬ 
er than talking or writing ■ Her love of nature is expressed 
[=shown, reflected] in her paintings/music. ■ Words can’t 
(even begin to) express how grateful I am. 

2 : to show (an amount, quantity, etc.) by a sign or a symbol 

■ The results can be expressed as a percentage. ■ The length, 
expressed in centimeters, is 29. 

3 chiefly US : to send (a package, letter, etc.) so that it will be 
delivered more quickly than usual : to send (something) by 
express • They expressed the package to us. 

4 : to cause (something) to come out by squeezing or press¬ 
ing ■ a room where nursing mothers can express [=pump] 
milk for their babies 

express itself/themselves of feelings : to become known or 
seen as the result of a particular action ■ His rage and frus¬ 
tration expressed [=showed, manifested] themselves as/in/ 
through temper tantrums. 

express yourself : to say or show your thoughts and feel¬ 
ings ■ He has a hard time expressing himself. ■ She felt that 
she hadn’t expressed herself correctly. ■ He expressed him¬ 
self in song. 

— ex-press-ible /ik'spresabal/ adj ■ The depth of my grati¬ 
tude is not expressible in words. 

2 express adj, always used before a noun 

1 : said or given in a clear way ■ My express [= explicit ] orders 
were for you to go directly home. 

2 : of a particular kind ■ I came for that express [= specific ] 
purpose. 

3 a : traveling at high speed with few stops ■ an express train/ 
bus/elevator — compare ‘local 2 b : delivered faster 
than usual ■ an express shipment C ; designed or intended 
to be used for fast movement or travel ■ express roads ■ the 
express lane at the grocery store 

— ex-press-ly adv ■ Smoking is expressly [= explicitly ] for¬ 
bidden. 

3 express noun, pi -presses 

1 [noncount] : a system for delivering things (such as letters 
and packages) quickly ■ He sent the package to us by express. 

2 [count] : a train or bus that travels quickly with few stops ■ 
He takes the express to work. — compare 2 local 1 

4 express adv : by a system that delivers letters and packages 
quickly : by express ■ They sent the package express. 
ex»pres»sion /ik'sprejan/ noun, pi -sions 

1 : the act of making your thoughts, feelings, etc., known by 
speech, writing, or some other method : the act of express¬ 
ing something [noncount] freedom of expression [=freedom 
to say and show what you feel and believe] ■ Dance is a form 
of artistic/creative expression. ■ She is always looking for 
new ways to give expression to [=to express] her ideas. ■ Her 
competitive spirit found expression [=was expressed] in 
sports, [count] an expression of affection • expressions of an¬ 
ger — see also self-expression 

2 [count] : a word or phrase ■ a slang expression ■ He uses 
some very odd expressions. • The expression “to make fun of’ 
means “to ridicule.” ^ People say excuse/pardon/forgive the 
expression when they are using a word or phrase that might 
offend or annoy someone. ■ When you first told me your 
plan, I thought you were, pardon the expression , crazy. ■ I’m 
so glad that you’ve decided to join us. In fact. I’m tickled 
pink, (if you’ll) excuse the expression. 

3 [count] : the way someone’s face looks that shows emo¬ 
tions and feelings ■ Judging from her expression, I think the 
gift was a complete surprise. ■ We saw his expression change 
from angry/anger to sad/sadness. ■ facial expressions ■ She 
wore/had a smug expression. 

4 [noncount] : a way of doing something (such as speaking or 
singing) that shows emotions and feelings ■ I told him to read 
the poem with more expression. 

5 [count] mathematics : a symbol or a combination of sym¬ 
bols and signs representing a quantity or process ■ 10 3 is an 
exponential expression. 

— ex-pres-sion-less /ik'sprejanlas/ adj ■ an expressionless 
face — ex-pres-sion-less.ly adv ■ staring expressionless¬ 
ly at the camera - ex-pres-sion-less-ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

eX'pres-sive /ik'spresiv/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : showing emotions and feelings clearly and openly ■ an ex¬ 
pressive performance ■ She has very expressive features. [=her 
feelings are shown very clearly on her face] ■ an expressive si¬ 
lence/gesture 
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2 : showing or expressing something — + of’ His work is ex- 
pressive o/his personality. [=his work epxresses his personal¬ 
ity] 

3 : of or relating to expression ■ the expressive function of 
language 

— ex-pres-sive-ly adv ■ singing expressively ~ ex-pres- 
sive-ness noun [noncount] ■ the expressiveness of her fea¬ 
tures 

ex-press-way /ik'sprcs.wei/ noun, pi -ways [count] US : a 
large highway that may be entered and left only at certain 
places 

ex-pro-pri-ate /ik'sproupri^it/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing 

[+ obj] formal : to take (someone’s property) — used espe¬ 
cially when a government takes property for public use ■ The 
land was expropriated by the state. 

— ex-pro-pri-a-tion /ik^proupri'eijan/ noun, pi -tions 
[count, noncount] 

ex-pul-sion /ik'spAlJan/ noun, pi -sions 

1 : the act of forcing someone to leave a place (such as a 
country or a school) : the act of expelling someone [count] 
The government engaged in mass expulsions, [noncount] He 
was threatened with expulsion (from the school) if his grades 
didn’t improve. 

2 [noncount] : the act of forcing something out : the act of 
expelling something • the expulsion of air from the lungs 

ex-punge /ik'spAntfc/ verb -pung-es; -punged; -pung- 
ing [+ obj] formal : to remove (something) completely ■ The 
criminal charges were expunged [deleted, erased] from his 
record. ■ They hoped to expunge [-erase] the memory of that 
tragic event. 

ex-pur-gate /'eksp^geit/ verb -gates; -gat-ed; -gat-ing 

[+ obj] formal: to change (a written work) by removing parts 
that might offend people ■ They felt it was necessary to ex¬ 
purgate his letters before publishing them. 

— expurgated adj ■ an expurgated edition of his letters 
— ex-pur-ga-tion Aeksp^'gei/an/ noun [count, noncount] 

ex-quis-ite /ek'skwizat, 'ekskwizat/ adj [more —; most ~] 

1 : finely done or made ■ exquisite workmanship ■ a move ex¬ 
ecuted with exquisite precision : very beautiful or delicate ■ 
exquisite flowers ■ Her singing voice is truly exquisite. 

2 : very sensitive or fine ■ They have exquisite [=excellent] 
taste in furniture. ■ The scenes are described in exquisite de¬ 
tail. [=with a lot of very fine details] 

3 : extreme or intense • exquisite pain/agony ■ He chose his 
words with exquisite care. 

— ex-quis-ite-ly adv ■ an exquisitely prepared meal — ex- 
quls-ite-ness noun [noncount] 

ex-tant /'ekstant, Brit ek'staent/ adj, formal : in existence 
: still existing ■ extant bird species : not destroyed or lost ■ 
There are few extant records from that period. ■ one of the 
oldest buildings still extant 

eX-tem-pO-ra-ne-OUS /ek^tempah-emijas/ adj [more 
most ~] : made up or done without special preparation — 
usually used to describe public speaking ■ He made an ex¬ 
temporaneous speech. ■ extemporaneous remarks 

— ex-tem-po-ra-ne-ous-ly adv • speaking extemporane¬ 
ously 

ex-tend /ik'stend/ verb -tends; -tend-ed; -tend-lng 

1 a 1+ obj] : to cause (something, such as your arm or leg) to 
straighten out or to stretch out ■ Extend your arms (out) in 
front of you. ■ He extended a hand in greeting. ■ sitting with 
both legs fully extended ■ The table measures eight feet long 
when it is fully extended, b [no obj]: to become longer or to 
be able to become longer « The table extends to eight feet in 
length. ■ The table extends easily. 

2 [no otj] : to continue in a specified direction or over a 
specified distance, space, or time ■ Their jurisdiction extend¬ 
ed over the whole area, [included the whole area] ■ The 
woods extend for miles to the west. ■ Their knowledge of the 
family’s history extends back to colonial times. ■ Their influ¬ 
ence extends well beyond their immediate circle of friends. ■ 
The organization soon extended [= reached] across the coun¬ 
try. ■ His popularity extends from coast to coast. 

3 [no obj] : to involve or include a specified person or thing 

— + to ■ His interests extend to art and literature. ■ The offer 
doesn't extend to nonmembers. 

4 [+ obj] : to make (something) longer or greater ■ She ex¬ 
tended her visit by a couple of weeks. ■ measures that might 
extend [=prolong ] the patient’s life • They scored twice in the 
third inning to extend [-increase] their lead to 6-0. 

5 [+ obj] a ; to offer (something, such as an apology) to 
someone ■ extend an invitation — usually + to ■ I’d like to ex¬ 


tend my apologies [=I'd like to apologize] to everyone here. ■ 
They extended a warm welcome to us. [=they welcomed us 
warmly] b : to make (something) available — usually + to • 
The store extends credit only to its regular customers. ■ It was 
many years before these rights were extended to women. ■ 
They plan to extend the service to people in rural areas. 
extend yourself: to work hard : to do things that require 
effort ■ She’s always willing to extend herself for others. ■ an 
actor who extends himself by choosing difficult roles 

— ex-tend-able or ex-tend-ible /ik'stendabal/ adj ■ a two- 
year contract, extendable to five years ■ a chair with ex¬ 
tendable legs — ex-tend-er /ik'stenda/ noun, pi -ers 
[count] 

ex-tend-ed /ik'stcndad/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : longer than usual or typical : unusually long • We went 
on an extended [-lengthy] vacation. ■ a period of extended 
hospitalization = an extended period of hospitalization 

2 : going beyond the usual, original, or basic version of 
something ■ Do you want the extended service warranty? [=a 
warranty that covers more things or lasts for a longer period 
of time] ■ The word has developed several extended [addi¬ 
tional] meanings/senses. 

extended family noun, pi ~ -lies [count] : a family that 
includes not only parents and children but also other rela¬ 
tives (such as grandparents, aunts, or uncles) — compare 
NUCLEAR FAMILY 

ex-ten-sion /ik'stenjan/ noun, pi -sions 

1 : the act of extending something: such as a : the act of 
making something longer or greater [noncount] extension of 
the patient’s life [count] He’s asking for a contract extension. 
b : the act of straightening or stretching something (such as 
an arm or a leg) [count] He did some leg extensions, ^exer¬ 
cises in which you extend your legs] [noncount] Make sure 
that the muscles get the proper amount of extension. 

2 [count] : extra time allowed for doing something ■ I missed 
the deadline but was granted an extension. 

3 [count] : something (such as an interest or activity) that de¬ 
velops from something else — + of • Writing screenplays was 
a natural/logical extension o/his career as a novelist and his 
longtime interest in film, -b The phrase by extension is used 
to say that what follows comes from or is connected with 
something that has already been mentioned. ■ The new mea¬ 
sures benefit taxpayers and, by extension , the economy.« He 
disliked authority and, by extension, all government officials. 

4 [count] a : a part that is added on to something to make it 
larger or longer • They built an extension on their house. ■ a 
road extension b : extension cord 

5 [count] : an extra telephone that is connected to the main 
line ■ We’ve added another extension in our daughter’s bed¬ 
room.; also : a telephone number that connects to a particu¬ 
lar extension ■ I dialed her extension, but she wasn’t at her 
desk. • Extension 365, please. 

extension cord noun, pi ~ cords [count] US : an electric 
cord that is used to make another electric cord reach farther 

— called also extension, {Brit) extension lead 
ex-ten-sive /ik'stensiv/ adj [more —; most ~] : large in size 

or amount : very full or complete ■ an extensive [compre¬ 
hensive] reading list ■ He’s had extensive [considerable] train¬ 
ing in this area. ■ The storm caused extensive damage. ■ exten¬ 
sive repairs ■ an extensive series of tests 

— ex-ten-sive-ly adv ■ She has written extensively on this 
subject. — ex-ten-slve-ness noun [noncount] 

ex-tent /ik'stent/ noun [noncount] 

"TTTHe range, distance, or space that is covered or affected 
by something or included in something ■ She tried to deter¬ 
mine the extent of the damage. ■ the full extent of human 
knowledge ■ They underestimated the extent [-size] of the 
problem. ■ He questions the extent to which these remedies 
are needed. 

2 : the point or limit to which something extends or reaches 
■ We reached the southernmost extent [end] of the peninsu¬ 
la. • He swore to prosecute them to the fullest extent of the 
law. [=as fully as the law allows] ■ To what extent [=how far, 
how much] can they be trusted? 

3 — used to indicate the degree to which something exists, 
happens, or is true ’❖■If you say that something is true to an 
extent, to some extent, or to a certain extent, you mean that 
it is partly but not completely true. « 7b on extent, they’re 
both right. ■ Some critics claim that the government is at 
fault, and, to a certain extent, that’s true. Something that is 
true to a large extent or to a great extent is mostly true. ■ 
These traits are to a large extent inherited. [=these traits are 
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mostly inherited] The phrases to the extent that, to that ex¬ 
tent, and fo a greater/lesser extent are often used to describe 
the effect or importance of something in relation to some¬ 
thing else. ■ To the extent that he encouraged their bad behav¬ 
ior, he’s to blame for it. [=he’s partly to blame for their bad 
behavior because he encouraged it] ■ He encouraged their 
bad behavior, and to that extent he’s to blame for it. ■ He 
studied only to the extent that was required to pass the exam. 
[=he studied just enough to pass the exam] • This new tax af¬ 
fects the middle class and, to a lesser extent, the rich. ■ This 
new tax affects everyone to a greater or lesser extent. [=it af¬ 
fects some people more than it does other people] To the ex¬ 
tent that or fo such an extent that can also be used to say that 
something is true to a very extreme degree. ■ He was fearful 
to the extent that he refused to leave his house. [=he was so 
fearful that he refused to leave his house] • She has changed 
to such an extent that you wouldn’t recognize her. 
ex-ten-U-at-ing /ik'stenj3,weitir)/ am — used to describe 
something (such as an unusual situation) that makes some¬ 
thing (such as a crime or a mistake) seem less serious or de¬ 
serving of blame; usually used in the phrase extenuating cir¬ 
cumstances ■ The company claims that its failure to deliver 
the materials on time is due to bad weather and other exten¬ 
uating circumstances. 

’ex-te-ri-or /ck'stirija/ aiii 

1 a : located on the outside of something ■ an exterior pout¬ 
er] surface ■ exterior walls b : suited for use on outside sur¬ 
faces ■ exterior paint ■ exterior lights 

2 : shown on the outside or surface ■ They’re more con¬ 
cerned with exterior [=extemal\ beauty than interior/inner 
strength. — opposite ‘interior 

2 exterior noun, pi -ors [count] 

1 : an outer part or surface ■ The building has a rather plain 
exterior. — opposite Interior 

2 : the way someone looks or seems to other people : a per¬ 
son’s outward appearance — usually singular ■ Although she 
was nervous, she maintained a calm exterior. [=she looked 
calm] ■ Underneath that tough exterior, he’s really very senti¬ 
mental. 

ex*ter*mi*nate /ik'st0 , m3,neit/ verb -nates; -nat-ed; 
-nat-ing [+ obj] : to destroy or kill (a group of animals, peo¬ 
ple, etc.) completely ■ We made arrangements to have the 
termites exterminated. ■ The invaders nearly exterminated 
the native people. 

— ex-ter-mi-na-tion /ik^tarna'neijan/ noun, pi -tions 
[count, noncount ] ■ extermination of household pests — ex- 
ter-mi-na-tor /ik'sta-inajneita 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] ■ We 
hired an exterminator to get rid of the termites. 

ex-ter-nal /ik'st^i/ adj 

1 : located, seen, or used on the outeide or surface of some¬ 
thing • the external features of the building ■ the external 
signs of the disease ■ This medication is intended only for ex¬ 
ternal use. [=for use on the skin] — opposite internal 

2 : coming from outside ■ external pressures • external stimu¬ 
li -opposite INTERNAL 

3 : existing or occurring outside your mind ■ external reality 
-opposite INTERNAL 

4 : concerning relationships with foreign countries ■ external 
[-foreign, international] affairs — opposite internal 

-ex-ter-nal-ly adv 

ex-ter-nals /ik'stattlz/ noun [plural] formal: the way some¬ 
thing looks on the surface or from the outside : external ap¬ 
pearances ■ We should not judge them solely on the basis of 
externals. 

ex-tinct /ik'stiqkt/ adj 

1 : no longer existing • an extinct (species of) animal ■ Many 
of these old traditions have since become extinct. 

2 : no longer active ■ an extinct volcano 
ex-tinc-tion /ik'stiqkjan/ noun.pl -tions : the state or situ¬ 
ation that results when something (such as a plant or animal 
species) has died out completely [noncount] the extinction of 
all life in the region ■ Several bird species are threatened with 
extinction. = Several bird species are on the brink of extinc¬ 
tion. • the extinction of many old traditions [count] Mass ex¬ 
tinctions of prehistoric animals are known to have occurred. 

ex-tirvguish /ik'stnjgwiJ/ verb -guish-es; -guished; 
-guish-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to cause (something) to stop burning ■ The fire depart¬ 
ment was called in to extinguish the blaze. - He extinguished 
his cigarette in the ashtray. 

2 : to cause the end or death of (something) ■ They ruthlessly 
extinguished all resistance. ■ News of the conflict extin¬ 


guished our hopes for a peaceful resolution. 

— ex-tin-guish-er noun, pi -ers [count] — see also fire 
EXTINGUISHER 

ex-tir-pate /'eksta-ipeit/ verb -pates; -pat-ed; -pat-lng [+ 

obj] formal : to destroy or remove (something) completely ■ 
Such ingrained behavior can never be completely extirpated. 
[=eradicated] 

— ex-tir-pa-tion /^kstypeijan/ noun [noncount] 
ex-tol also US ex-toll /ik'stoul/ verb -tols also US -tolls; 

-tolled; -tol-ling [+ obj]: to praise (someone or something) 
highly ■ They extolled [=lauded] the virtues of education. ■ 
The health benefits of exercise are widely extolled. 
ex-tort /ik'stoa't/ verb -torts; -tort-ed; -tort-ing [+ obj ]: to 
get (something, such as money) from a person by the use of 
force or threats ■ The criminals extorted large sums of money 
from their victims. ■ He was arrested for extorting bribes. ■ 
He claimed that the confession had been extorted (from him) 
by the police. 

— ex-tort-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

ex-tor-tion /ik'stoajan/ noun [noncount] : the crime of get¬ 
ting money from someone by the use of force or threats ■ He 
was arrested and charged with extortion. ■ committing/prac¬ 
ticing extortion 

— ex-tor-tion-ist /ik'stoa-Janist/ noun, pi -ists [count] 

1 ex-tra /'ekstre/ adj 

1 always used before a noun : more than is usual or necessary 
: additional ■ a sandwich with extra mayonnaise ■ She got 
a part-time job to earn some extra money. ■ He gave us an ex¬ 
tra week to finish the job. • There’s no extra charge for 
breakfast. ■ Room service is/costs an extra $5. = You have to 
pay an extra $5 for room service. 

2 : costing more : requiring additional payment ■ Breakfast 
is included in the price, but room service is extra. [=you have 
to pay more for room service] 

go the extra mile see mile 
2 extra adv 

1 : beyond the usual size or amount ■ extra long ■ extra large 
eggs ■ You have to pay $5 extra for room service. 

2 somewhat informal : very or unusually ■ The food was ex¬ 
tra good. ■ The roads are slippery, so be extra careful. ■ This 
is an extra special occasion. ■ She tried extra hard. 

3 extra noun, pi -tras [count] 

1 : something that is added especially to make a product, 
service, etc., more appealing ■ The package deal includes 
some nice extras. ■ The bill doesn’t include any hidden extras. 
[=extra costs] 

2 : a person hired to act in a group scene in a movie ■ Thou¬ 
sands of extras were hired for the battle scene. 

extra- prefix : outside or beyond ■ an extramarital affair 

— opposite INTRA- 

extra—base hit noun, pi ~ hits [count] baseball : a double, 
triple, or home run 

1 ex-tract /ik'straekt/ verb -tracts; -tract-ed; -tract-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 : to remove (something) by pulling it out or cutting it out ■ 
He extracted a credit card from his wallet. ■ I had to have a 
tooth extracted. ■ The tumor was surgically extracted. 

2 a : to get (information, a response, etc.) from someone 
who does not want to give it ■ We finally extracted a confes¬ 
sion from him. ■ extract a promise b : to get (something, 
such as information) from something ■ Investigators were 
able to extract useful information from the company’s finan¬ 
cial records. ■ They are hoping to extract new insights from 
the test results. 

3 : to get (a substance) from something by the use of a ma¬ 
chine or chemicals ■ The machines extract the juice from the 
apples. ■ oil extracted from sunflower seeds ■ venom extracted 
from poisonous snakes 

4 : to choose and take out (parts of a written work) for a 
separate use ■ He extracted [=excerpted] a few lines from a fa¬ 
vorite poem for use in his speech. 

extract yourself : to remove yourself from a difficult situa¬ 
tion ■ He has been unable to extract himself from his legal 
difficulties. 

-ex-tract-able /ik'strEektabaty adj -ex-trac-tor 

/ik'straekt^/ noun, pi -tors [count] ■ a tooth extractor ■ a 
juice extractor 

2 ex-tract /'ek.straekt/ noun, pi -tracts 

1 : a substance that you get from something by using a ma¬ 
chine or chemicals [noncount] The recipe calls for a table¬ 
spoon of vanilla extract, [count] herbal extracts 

2 [count]: a short piece of writing that is taken from a longer 
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work (such as a book) ■ The anthology includes extracts 
[=excerpts] from the works of several well-known authors. 
ex*traC*tion /ik'strcekjan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : the act or process of getting something by pulling it out, 
forcing it out, etc. : the act of extracting something [count} 
tooth extractions and other dental procedures [ noncount] 
the extraction of teeth by dentists ■ the extraction of juices 
from plant matter 

2 [noncount] — used after of to describe the origin of a per¬ 
son or family ■ a family of Italian extraction [=a family whose 
ancestors came to another country from Italy] 

ex*tra-cur-ric-u*lar /^kstraka'nkjala-/ adj — used to de¬ 
scribe extra activities (such as sports) that can be done by 
the students in a school but that are not part of the regular 
schedule of classes ■ extracurricular activities 

- extracurricular noun, pi -lars [count] ■ The school offers 
a variety of extracurriculars. [=extracurricular activities] 

ex-tra-dite /'ckstrajdait/ verb -dites; -dit«ed; -dlt*ing [+ 
obf\ law : to send (a person who has been accused of a crime) 
to another state or country for trial ■ He will be extradited 
from the U.S. to Canada to face criminal charges there. ■ The 
prisoner was extradited across state lines. 

- ex-tra-di-tion AekstraMiJan/ noun, pi -tions [ noncount] 
The accused terrorists are awaiting extradition, [count] 
The government has agreed to the extraditions of the ac¬ 
cused terrorists. 

ex-tra*mar-i-tal Aekstre'meretl/ adj : happening outside of 
a marriage — used to describe sexual relations between a 
married person and someone who is not that person’s hus¬ 
band or wife ■ an extramarital [= adulterous] affair 
ex*tra*fie*OUS /ck'stremijas/ adj • not forming a necessary 
part of something ■ She sped up the process by eliminating 
all extraneous steps.: not important ■ extraneous [irrelevant] 
information/details 

ex-traor»di»narv /ik'stroa-da^eri, Brit ik'stnv.danri/ adj 
[more most ~] 

1 : very unusual : very different from what is normal or or¬ 
dinary ■ The researchers made an extraordinary discovery. ■ 
It’s an extraordinary situation. ■ extraordinaiy rudeness/in¬ 
sensitivity ■ The race is an extraordinary event. ■ They con¬ 
vened an extraordinary [=special\ meeting of the Security 
Council. 

2 : extremely good or impressive ■ She was a woman of ex¬ 
traordinary [=great, remarkable ] intelligence. ■ The child has 
extraordinary [-exceptional] abilities. ■ The food was extraor¬ 
dinary. 

- ex-traor-di-nar-i.ly /ik.strosyda'nereli, Brit 

ik'stroidanrali/ adv ■ an extraordinarily intelligent person ■ 
extraordinarily good/bad weather 

extra point noun, pi ~ points [count] American football : a 
point scored after a touchdown by kicking the ball between 
the goalposts or by carrying or throwing it a short distance 
into the end zone 

ex*trap*0*late /ik'straspajeit/ verb -lates; -lat*ed, -lat- 

ing formal : to form an opinion or to make an estimate 
about something from known facts [+ ottf] We can extrapo¬ 
late the number of new students entering next year by look¬ 
ing at how many entered in previous years. — often + from ■ 
They extrapolated these results from their research, [no obf] 
With such a small study it is impossible to extrapolate accu¬ 
rately. — often + from ■ She extrapolated from last year’s 
data to arrive at her estimate. 

- ex-trap-o*la*tion /ikiStraspa'Iei/an/ noun, pi -tions 
[count, noncount] 

eX'tra'SerVSO'ry perception /.ekstra'scnsari-/ noun 
[singular] : the ability to know things (such as what another 
person is thinking or what will happen in the future) that 
cannot be known by normal use of the senses — called also 
ESP 

ex-tra*ter-res-tri-al /^kstrata'restrijal/ adj : coming from 
or existing outside the planet Earth ■ extraterrestrial life ■ ex¬ 
traterrestrial beings/intelligence 

- extraterrestrial noun, pi -als [count] ■ a movie about an 
extraterrestrial [=an extraterrestrial being] 

ex*trav*a*gance /ik'strasvigans/ noun, pi -ganc*es 

1 [noncount] : the act or practice of spending a lot of money 
: wasteful or careless spending ■ The reorganization of the 
department was aimed at reducing extravagance. ■ his extrav¬ 
agance with money 

2 [count] : a special purchase that costs more than you usu¬ 
ally spend ■ That coat is an extravagance that you can’t af¬ 


ford. ■ Going to the play will be our one extravagance for this 
vacation. 

3 [ noncount ]: the quality of something that is very expensive 
or fancy : an extravagant quality ■ I was shocked by the ex¬ 
travagance of their lifestyle. ■ The church is known for the 
extravagance of its architecture. 
ex-trav>a*gant /ik'strjevigant/ adj [more most ~] 

1 a : more than is usual, necessary, or proper ■ He went to 
extravagant [= elaborate, extreme] lengths to impress his boss. 

■ The brunch featured an extravagant [ =lavish] assortment of 
entrees. ■ extravagant praise ■ The company has been making 
extravagant claims/promises about the drug’s effectiveness, 
b : very fancy ■ an extravagant display ■ The film is notable 
for its extravagant settings and special effects. 

2 a : very expensive and not necessary ■ an extravagant pur¬ 
chase • We’re going on a less extravagant vacation this year, 
b : spending a lot of money ■ On my income, I can’t afford to 
be extravagant. [=1 can’t afford to buy expensive things that I 
don’t need] ■ Her extravagant spending has to stop. 

— ex-trav»a-gant-ly adv ■ Her work was praised extrava¬ 
gantly. ■ an extravagantly expensive wedding 

ex*trav*a*gan*za /ik,str£ev3'g2enz3/ noun, pi -zas [count] 
: a very large and exciting show or event ■ a musical extrava¬ 
ganza 

extravert variant spelling of extrovert 
1 ex.treme /lk'stri:m/ adj 

1 : very great in degree ■ The plant is sensitive to extreme 
heat and cold. ■ They are living in extreme poverty. ■ If you 
have to go out in the storm, use extreme caution. [=be very 
careful] ■ Extreme accuracy is required. ■ extreme old age 

2 [more most ~] : very serious or severe ■ She went on an 
extreme diet. ■ Many thought that the punishment was too 
extreme for the crime. ■ extreme weather conditions ■ This 
situation calls for extreme [=drastic] measures. ■ The plan 
was rejected as too extreme. ■ This is an extreme example of 
what can happen when a company grows too quickly. 

3 [more most ~] : very far from agreeing with the opin¬ 
ions of most people : not moderate ■ He has extreme opin¬ 
ions when it comes to politics. ■ Members of the extreme 
right/left opposed the legislation. 

4 always used before a noun \ in the farthest possible position 

■ In the photo, she is at/on the extreme right/left. [=she is in 
the position that is farthest to the right/left] ■ The city is in 
the extreme northern part of the state. 

5 sports a : unusual and dangerous ■ extreme sports ■ He is a 
fan of extreme skiing/snowboarding, b always used before a 
noun, US : involved in an unusually dangerous sport : com¬ 
peting in an extreme sport ■ an extreme athlete ■ He is an ex¬ 
treme snowboarder/skier. 

go to extreme lengths see length 

— ex-treme-ly adv ■ It is extremely [-very] hot/cold in here. • 
She is extremely generous. • The story has an extremely 
complicated plot. ■ It is extremely [=highly, very] unlikely 
that we will know anyone there. 

2 extreme noun, pi ex*tremes [count] 

1 : either one of two opposite conditions, feelings, positions, 
etc., that are thought of as being far from what is normal or 
reasonable ■ After spending lavishly for years, the company 
has now gone to the opposite/other extreme and has cut ex¬ 
penses drastically. ■ His mood changed/swung from one ex¬ 
treme to the other. — often plural ■ experiencing extremes of 
emotion ■ The temperature in the desert ranges between ex¬ 
tremes of heat and cold. ■ Their political views represent the 
extremes within the party. ■ There are people at both ex¬ 
tremes within the party. 

2 : an amount or degree that is far beyond what is normal or 
reasonable ■ The movie changes the story to such an extreme 
[=changes it so much] that it’s hardly recognizable. ■ They 
are being pushed/driven to ridiculous extremes. [=being 
forced to do much more than seems reasonable] ❖ If you 
carry/take (something) to extremes or go to extremes, you 
do much more than most people would consider reasonable 
or normal. ■ The problems in our school system can be 
solved without going to (such) extremes. ■ Problems can oc¬ 
cur when people cany/take dieting to extremes. 

In the extreme formal : to the greatest possible degree — 
used to make a statement more forceful ■ I’m finding it dif¬ 
ficult in the extreme [=very/extremely difficult] to deal 
with this situation. 

eX'trerrMSm /ik'stri^inizam/ noun [noncount] : belief in 
and support for ideas that are very far from what most peo¬ 
ple consider correct or reasonable ■ political extremism 
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ex-trem-ist /ik'strinnist/ noun, pi -Ists [count] : someone 
who has extreme ideas about politics, religion, etc. ■ Extrem¬ 
ists in the party view him as too conservative. ■ A group of 
extremists took several hostages. 

- extremist adj [more most ~] ■ extremist tendencies/be¬ 
liefs 

ex-trem-i-ty /ik'stremati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [count] : a hand or foot — usually plural ■ You will feel the 
effects of the cold in your extremities. [=hands and feet] 

2 [count] : the farthest limit, point, or part of something ■ We 
lived on the island’s westernmost extremity. [=the part of the 
island that is farthest to the west] 

3 formal : a very great or extreme degree or amount of 
something (such as emotion or pain) [noncount] The ex¬ 
tremity of her grief is impossible to imagine, [count] They 
endured extremities of suffering. [=they endured extreme 
suffering] 

ex-tri*cate /‘ekstr3,keit/ verb -cates; -cat-ed; -cat-ing [+ 

obj] : to free or remove (someone or something) from some¬ 
thing (such as a trap or a difficult situation) ■ Several survi¬ 
vors were extricated from the wreckage. ■ They extricated the 
tractor from the mud. ■ She hasn’t been able to extricate her- 
seUfrom her legal problems. 

eX'trin-Sic /ek'stnnzik/ adj, formal : not part of something 
: coming from the outside of something ■ You have to con¬ 
sider any extrinsic factors in the success of the business. ■ ex¬ 
trinsic circumstances — opposite intrinsic 
ex-tro*vert also ex-tra-vert /'ekstra,^/ noun, pi -verts 
[count] : a friendly person who likes being with and talking 
to other people : an outgoing person — opposite intro¬ 
vert 

- ex-tro-vert-ed also ex-tra-vert-ed /'ekstra.vated/ adj 

[more most ~] ■ He is the most extroverted [=outgoing] 
member of the family. 

ex>trude /ik'stru:d/ verb ex-trudes; ex-trud-ed; extrud¬ 
ing [+ obj] technical 

1 : to force, press, or push (something) out ■ The machine 
extrudes enough molten glass to fill the mold. 

2 : to shape (something) by forcing it through a hole ■ The 
plastic is extruded as a strong, continuous sheet. ■ a toy made 
from extruded plastic 

eX-U'ber<ant /ig'zuibsrsnt, Brit ig'zjuibsrsnt/ adj [more 
most ~] 

1 : very lively, happy, or energetic : filled with energy and 
enthusiasm ■ His exuberant personality makes him fun to be 
around. ■ exuberant music 

2 : existing in large amounts : very plentiful ■ exuberant 
blossoms 

- ex*u*ber*ance /ig'zuibsrsns, Brit ig'zjuibsrsns/ noun 
[noncount] • youthful exuberance — ex*u*ber*ant»ly adv • 
an exuberantly joyful performance 

eX'Ude /ig'zuid/ verb exudes; ex-ud-ed; ex-ud-lng 

1 a [+ obj]: to produce a liquid or smell that flows out slow¬ 
ly ■ Pine trees exude a sticky substance. ■ The flowers exuded 
a sweet fragrance, b [no obj]: to flow out slowly — usually 
+ fiom • Moisture exuded from the walls of the cave. ■ A 
sticky substance exuded [-oozed] from the pine tree. 

2 [+ obj] : to show (a quality, emotion, etc.) very clearly or 
strongly ■ She exudes authority/charm. [=she has a great deal 
of authority/charm] ■ They exuded elegance/confidence. 

ex-ult /ig'zAlt/ verb -ults; -ulted; -ultlng 

1 [no obj]: to feel or show great happiness — often + at, in, 
or over • The team exulted in their victory. ■ She exulted over 
her students’ test scores. 

2 [+ obj] : to say (something) in a very excited and happy 
way ■ “That was the best meal I’ve ever had!” he exulted. 

| Do not confuse exult with exalt. \ 

ex«ult«ant /ig'zAltsnt/ adj [more most ~] : very happy 
and excited • The crowd let out an exultant cheer. ■ Re¬ 
searchers are exultant over/about the new discovery. 

-ex-ult-antdy adv 

ex*ul*ta*tion Aek^Al'teiJsn, ,eg,ZAl'teij3n/ noun [noncount] 
: a feeling of great happiness and excitement : an exultant 
feeling ■ The crowd cheered in exultation. 

-ey see -y 

1 CVe /'ai/ noun, pi eyes 

1 [count] : the part of the body that you see with ■ Her eyes 
slowly became accustomed to the dark. ■ He wears a patch 
over one eye. • I have something in my eye. ■ He has (a pair 
of) bright blue eyes. ■ bright/sad/sleepy eyes ■ She has good/ 
strong/bad/weak eyes. [=eyesight] ■ Her eyes lit up [=she 


eye 

looked excited and happy] when he showed her the ring. ■ 
His eyes were popping out of his head with astonishment 
[=he looked very astonished] when he saw how big it was! ■ 
He punched him right between the eyes. [=punched him 
hard in the face] ■ She looked me (right) In the eye [=she 
looked directly at me] and told me I was fired. • The garden 
is a feast for the eyes. [=the garden is very beautiful] ■ The 
display was very pleasing to the eye. [=pleasing to look at] ■ 1 
measured the distance by eye. = I measured the distance with 
my eye. [=by looking at it to get a rough idea of its size] ■ 
Their daughter came home from school with tears In her 
eyes. [=she was crying] ■ Seeing her again brought tears to 
my eyes. = Seeing her again brought a tear to my eye. 
[=made me shed tears] - He had/kept half an eye on [=he oc¬ 
casionally looked at] the TV while he read the paper. 

2 [singular] a : an ability to understand and appreciate 
something seen ■ Only a trained eye can tell the difference 
between the original painting and a good copy. ■ For deco¬ 
rating, they rely on her disceming/discriminating/expert eye. 
■ He has an artist’s eye for color. If you have an eye for 
something or a good/keen/sharp eye for something, you 
have a special ability to recognize a particular thing or qual¬ 
ity. • He has a keen eye for detail. ■ He has a good eye for qual¬ 
ity. b — used to describe the way something looks to you • 
It looks a little awkward to my eye. [=it looks awkward to 
mel C : a way of looking at or judging something ■ He re¬ 
viewed the proposal with a jaundiced/critical eye. • The biog¬ 
rapher cast a cold/crltlcal/skeptlcal eye on the artist's life. 

3 [count] — used to describe where someone is looking ■ Her 
eye was attracted to the bright colors in the painting. ■ She 
dropped her eyes [=she looked down] when he looked at 
her. = Her eyes fell when he looked at her. ■ He averted his 
eyes [=he looked away] when she approached him. ■ 1 saw 
something moving out of the corner of my eye. [=to the side 
of where 1 was looking] ■ Her eyes fell on [=she noticed] a 
piece of evidence no one had noticed before. ■ All eyes were 
on her [=eveiyone was looking at her] as she entered the 
room. ■ She fixed her eyes on me [=she kept looking or star¬ 
ing at mel for a long time before answering. 

4 [count] : a way of looking at or thinking about something ■ 
We need to look at this problem with a fresh eye. [=to look at 
the problem in a new way] ■ Beauty Is In the eye of the be¬ 
holder. [^different people have different ideas about what is 
beautiful] — often plural ■ He was guilty in the eyes of the 
police. [=the police considered him guilty] ■ He was hand¬ 
some in her eyes. [=she thought he was handsome] ■ In the 
eyes [=opinion] of many, he is the best person for the job. 

5 [count] : the hole through the top of a needle ■ the eye of a 
needle 

6 [count] : a loop that a hook fits into to fasten or attach 
something 

7 [count] : an area on a potato from which a new plant can 
grow : a bud on a potato 

8 [count] : the center of a storm (such as a hurricane) where 
there is little wind or rain and sometimes there is clear sky ■ 
The eye of the storm should reach the coast by morning. 

all eyes : watching something or someone closely : very at¬ 
tentive ■ She was all eyes as I opened the box. 
an eye for an eye or an eye for an eye and a tooth for a 
tooth — used to say that a person who has committed a 
crime should be given punishment that is the same as or as 
serious as the crime ■ The ancient code of law called for 
punishment in the form of an eye for an eye. 
as far as the eye could see : as far as could be seen ■ The 
crowd stretched away as far as the eye could see. 
a sight for sore eyes see 1 sight 
a twinkle in your eye see 1 twinkle 
bawl your eyes out see bawl 

before your eyes or In front of your eyes If something 
happens [right) before your eyes or in front of your (very) 
eyes, it happens in a very open and visible way so that you 
can see it very clearly. ■ Technology is changing right before 
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our eyes. ■ We were watching a disaster take place in front 
of our veiy eyes. 

can’t believe your eyes see believe 

cast/run your eye over : to read or look at (something) 
quickly. ■ Please run your eye over this and let me know 
what you think. ■ She cast her eye over the apartment, ap¬ 
palled by the mess. 
catch your eye see 'catch 

close/shut your eyes to : to refuse to notice or accept the 
truth or existence of (something) : to ignore (something) ■ 
Our legislators have closed their eyes to the poverty that 
surrounds them. 
cock an/your eye see 2 cock 
cry your eyes out see 'cry 
easy on the eyes see 'easy 

eyes in the back of your head <*■ When people are sur¬ 
prised that you have seen or noticed something that is be¬ 
hind you, they may say that you have eyes in the back of 
your head. ■ How did you know we were here? You must 
have eyes in the back of your head\ 
feast your eyes on see 2 feast 

for your eyes only: intended to be seen only by you ■ This 
memo is for your eyes only. 

give (someone) the eye informal : to look at (someone) in 
a way that shows sexual attraction ■ Several men were giv- 
ing her the eye across the bar. 

have/keep an/your eye out for : to be looking for (some¬ 
one or something) : to hope to see or find (someone or 
something) ■ I’m keeping my eye out for a good cheap used 
car. ■ He’ll be here soon, so keep your eye out for him. 
have an eye to/toward : to have (something) in your 
thoughts as a goal or purpose ■ She has an eye to attending 
graduate school. [=she hopes to attend graduate school] 
(have) stars in your eyes see 'star 
have your eye on 1 : to watch (someone or something) 
closely ■ I’ll have my eye on the kids while they’re swim¬ 
ming. 2 : to be thinking about buying (something) ■ I 
have my eye on a new car. ■ She’s had her eye on that house 
for a long time. 

in a pig’s eye US slang — used to express strong disagree¬ 
ment ■ You want me to apologize to him? In a pig’s eyel 
[-Never!] 

in the blink of an eye see 2 blink 

in the public eye : in a position that receives a lot of public 
notice and attention ■ The job requires someone who is 
comfortable being in the public eye. 
in the twinkle/twinkling of an eye : in a very short time 
: very quickly ■ He was back in the twinkle/twinkling of an 
eye. 

in your mind’s eye "S' If you see something in your mind’s 
eye, you imagine or remember how it looks. - I can still see 
the old playground in my mind’s eye. 
keep an/your eye on : to watch or take care of (someone or 
something) ■ Will you keep an eye on my suitcase (for me) 
while I get something to eat? 
keep your eye on the ball see 'ball 
keep your eyes glued to informal : to watch (something) 
very closely for a long time ■ They kept their eyes glued to 
the television, waiting for more news about the accident. 
keep your eyes open or keep your eyes peeled or Brit 
keep your eyes skinned informal : to look or watch 
closely in order to see or find (something) ■ We kept our 
eyes peeled for a sign that would tell us where to turn. 
lay/set eyes on or Brit clap eyes on : to see or look at 
(someone or something) ■ I hope never to lay eyes on him 
again! ■ We liked the house from the moment we set eyes 
on it. [=the moment when we first saw it] 
make eyes at informal : to look at (someone) in a way that 
shows sexual attraction ■ Some guy was making eyes at her 
from across the room. 

more than meets the eye "S' If something is more than 
meets the eye or there is more to something than meets the 
eye , there is more to it than there appears to be at first. ■ 
There is more to this proposal than meets the eye. 
my eye informal — used to express surprise or mild dis¬ 
agreement • A diamond, my eye\ That’s glass! 
not bat an eye see *bat 

only have eyes for : to only be attracted to (a particular 
person) : to only feel love for (someone) ■ He only has eyes 
for you. 

open someone’s eyes : to cause someone to notice or be 
aware of something important ■ The experience really 


opened his eyes and changed the way he felt about his life. 
— often + to ■ It’s time they opened their eyes to the truth. ■ 
His film helped open people’s eyes to the problem. 
open your eyes : to begin to notice or be aware of some¬ 
thing important ■ You need to open your eyes and face the 
truth. — often + to ■ We have to open our eyes to these 
problems and stop ignoring them. 
pull the wool over someone’s eyes see wool 
roving eye see roving 

run your eye down : to quickly read or look at (something, 
such as a list) ■ She ran her eye down the list looking for her 
name. 

see eye to eye : to have the same opinion : agree — usu¬ 
ally used in negative statements ■ They don’t see eye to eye 
(with each other) on this issue. 
take your eyes off : to stop looking at (someone or some¬ 
thing) ■ I took my eyes off the road for one second. ■ She 
was so beautiful, he couldn’t take his eyes off her. 
the apple of someone’s eye see apple 
turn a blind eye see 'blind 

under the eye of: while being watched by (someone) ■ The 
students did their work under the watchfuUvigilant eye of 
their teacher. 

up to your eyes : deeply involved in or affected by some¬ 
thing ■ We’re up to our eyes in work. [=we are very busy] ■ 
They’re up to their eyes in debt. 
with an eye to/toward : with (something) in your thoughts 
as a goal or purpose ■ They hired him with an eye toward in¬ 
creased sales. ■ They bought the house with an eye toward 
its restoration. ■ He took the job with an eye to the future. 
[=he took the job because he felt it would help him in the 
future] 

with your/both eyes open : fully aware of what could hap¬ 
pen ■ I went into the job with my eyes (wide) open. ■ If you 
do this, you need to do it with both eyes open, 
with your eyes shut/closed informal : with little or no ef¬ 
fort : very easily ■ She could run that company with her 
eyes shut. 

your eyes are bigger than your stomach -5* If your eyes 
are bigger than your stomach , you have taken more food 
than you can possibly eat. ■ I can’t finish my meal—I guess 
my eyes were bigger than my stomach ! 

- see also black eye, evil eye, rib eye, seeing eye 

2 eye verb eyes; eyed; eye*ing or ey*ing [+ obj] : to watch 

or look at (someone or something) in a very close or careful 
way ■ I saw someone eyeing me from across the street. ■ The 
manager eyed us (up and down) as we walked into the res¬ 
taurant. 

1 eye*ball /'ai,ba:l/ noun, pi -balls [count] : the entire round 
part of the eye 

up to your eyeballs informal : deeply involved in some¬ 
thing ■ We’re up to our eyeballs in work. (=we are very 
busy] 

2 eyeball verb -balls; -balled; -balMng [+ obj ] informal : to 
look at or stare at (someone or something) ■ The police eye- 
balled [-eyed] the suspects. ■ The children were eyeballing 
the desserts. 

eye*brow /'ai,brau/ noun, pi -brows [count] : the line of 
hair that grows over your eye — see picture at FACE To 
raise an/your eyebrow is to move your eyebrow up in a way 
that shows surprise or mild disapproval. To raise eyebrows is 
to cause other people to react in this way. These phrases are 
often used figuratively. ■ No one raised an eyebrow [=no one 
expressed surprise] when he announced that he was planning 
to run for governor. ■ His recent public statements have 
raised (a few) eyebrows, [^people have reacted with surprise 
and disapproval to his recent public statements] 
eye candy noun [noncount] informal : someone or some¬ 
thing that is attractive but is not serious or interesting ■ A lot 
of the material on their Web site is just eye candy. 
eye—catch*ing /'ai,kaetfir), 'ai,kelfir)/ adj [more most ~] 

: very noticeable because of being unusual or attractive ■ 
The movie features eye-catching special effects. ■ an eye¬ 
catching advertisement ■ eye-catching colors/styles — see 
also catch your eye at 'catch 

- eye-catch'ing'ly adv 

eye Chart noun, pi ~~ charts [count] : a chart that has num¬ 
bers and letters of different sizes and that is used for testing 
someone’s vision 

eye contact noun [noncount] : a situation in which two 
people are looking directly into each other’s eyes ■ He main¬ 
tained eye contact with me throughout the conversation. ■ 
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The speaker made eye contact with audience members. • The 
jury avoided eye contact with the defendant as the verdict 
was read. 

eyed /'aid/ adj : having an eye or eyes of a specified kind or 
number — used in combination ■ a brown -eyed boy ■ one- 
eyed 

eye»drop*per /'ai,dra:pay noun, pi -pers [count] : a small 
tube that is used to measure out drops of liquid : dropper 
eye-ful /‘ai,ful/ noun [singular] informal 

1 : something that is very surprising, attractive, etc., to look 
at ■ The view of the mountains is an eyeful. 

2 : an attractive person : a beautiful woman ■ She’s a real 
eyeful] 

get/have an eyeful If you get/have an eyefid of something 
or if someone gives you an eyeful of something, you see it 
very clearly or you see a lot of it or too much of it. ■ They 
wanted to see nature and got an eyeful during the camping 
trip. These phrases often refer to seeing something shock¬ 
ing, such as a person who is naked. ■ I opened the door to 
the locker room and got quite an eyeful. 
eye-glass /'ai,gl£es, Brit 'ai,gla:s/ noun, pi -glass-es 

1 [count] old-fashioned : a single lens that is worn over your 
eye to help you see : monocle 

2 eyeglasses [plural] chiefly US : a pair of lenses set into a 
frame and worn over your eyes to help you see : glasses ■ 
She left her eyeglasses at work. 

eye-lash /'ai,l£ej/ noun, pi -lash-es [count] : any one of the 
hairs that grow along the top of the eyelid ■ She has beautiful 
dark eyelashes, [clashes] ■ false eyelashes — see picture at 

EYE 

not bat an eyelash see 4 bat 

eye-let /'aibt/ noun, pi -lets [count] : a small hole or open¬ 
ing in a material (such as cloth or leather) for a string or rope 
to pass through; also : a metal or plastic ring that strengthens 
such an opening 

eye level noun [singular] : a level that is as high as a person’s 
eyes ■ He hung the picture at eye level. ■ The hook is just 
above eye level. 

eye-lid /'ai,lid/ noun, pi -lids [count] : either one of the two 
movable pieces of skin that cover your eye when it is closed ■ 
the upper/lower eyelid of the left eye — see picture at eye 
not bat an eyelid see 4 bat 

eye-lin-er /'a^laina 1 / noun, pi -ers [count, noncount]: a type 
of makeup used to put a dark line around the eyes 


1 f or F /'ef/ noun, pi f’s or fs or F’s or Fs /'efs/ 

1 : the sixth letter of the English alphabet [count] The word 
“foot" begins with an f. [noncount] The word “foot" begins 
with/ 

2 : a musical note or key referred to by the letter F : the 
fourth tone of a C-major scale [count] play/sing an F [non¬ 
count] the key of F 

3 [count] : a grade that is given to a student who is doing 
very poor work ■ I got an F on the test. 

2 f abbr 1 female 2 feminine 3 forte — used in music 
F abbr Fahrenheit ■ Water freezes at 32 degrees F. 
fa or chiefly Brit fah /'fa:/ noun [noncount] music : the fourth 
note of a musical scale ■ do, re, mi, fa, sol, la, ti 
FAA abbr Federal Aviation Administration • a ruling by the 
FAA ■ an FAA official The Federal Aviation Administration 
is a part of the U.S. federal government that is responsible 
for controlling the use of aircraft, 
fab /'feb/ adj, informal + old-fashioned : extremely good 
: FABULOUS • We had a fab time, 
fa-ble /'feibal/ noun, pi fa-bles 

1 [count] : a short story that usually is about animals and 
that is intended to teach a lesson ■ Aesop’s fables ■ a fable 
about busy ants 

2 : a story or statement that is not true [count] The story 
that he won the battle single-handedly is a mere fable, [non¬ 
count] He combines fact and fable to make a more interest¬ 
ing story. 


eye—Open-er /'a^oupana 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] informal 
: something that shows or teaches you something in a sur¬ 
prising way ■ Traveling abroad can be a real eye-opener to 
many people. ■ They say her biography is quite an eye- 
opener. - The speech was an eye-opener for us. — see also 
open your eyes at 2 3 open 

— eye—open-ing /*ai,oup3nir]/ adj [more —; most ~] ■ Trav¬ 
eling abroad was an eye-opening experience. • The movie 
has some eye-opening special effects, 
eye-piece /'ai,pi:s/ noun, pi -piec-es [count]: the part of a 
telescope or microscope that you look through 
eye shadow noun, pi ~ -OWS [count, noncount] : a type of 
colored makeup that is put on the eyelids — see picture at 
GROOMING 

eye-sight /'ai,sait/ noun [noncount] : the ability to see 
: sight or vision ■ He wears glasses because his eyesight is not 
good. ■ failing eyesight ■ keen eyesight 
eye socket noun, pi ~ -ets [count] : either one of the hol¬ 
low places in the skull that hold the eyeballs 
eye-sore /'aitsoa-/ noun, pi -sores [count] : an ugly object 
or building ■ The shack is a real eyesore. 
eye-Strain /'ai,strem/ noun [noncount] : a tired and un¬ 
pleasant feeling in your eyes • After looking at the computer 
screen all day she had eyestrain and a stiff neck. 
eye-tOOth /'ai'tu:0/ noun, pi -teeth /-'ti:0/ [count]: a point¬ 
ed tooth : canine •❖■If you say you would give your eye¬ 
teeth for something, it means that you want to do or have it 
very much. ■ Many journalists would give their eyeteeth for 
an opportunity like this, 
eye-wash /'ai,wa:J/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a liquid used for washing the eyes 

2 informal + old-fashioned : foolish words : nonsense ■ He 
says he’ll quit his job, but we know that’s just eyewash. 

eyewear noun [noncount] : glasses, sunglasses, etc. ■ protec¬ 
tive eyewear ■ a shop that special ilzed in fashionable eyewear 
eye-wit-ness /'ai'witnas/ noun, pi -ness-es [count] : a 
person who sees something happen and is able to describe it ■ 
The police are hoping to locate an eyewitness to the shooting. 
■ He was able to give an eyewitness account of the shooting, 
eyrie chiefly Brit spelling of aerie 

e-zine /'i:,zi:n/ noun, pi -zines [count] : an electronic maga¬ 
zine : a magazine that is on the Internet 


fa-bled /'feibald/ adj 

1 : told about in old stories • a fabled [=legendary ] underwa¬ 
ter city 

2 [more —; most ~] : widely known : famous ■ She served 
us some of her fabled cherry pie. 

fab-ric /'febrik/ noun, pi -rics 

1 : woven or knitted material : CLOTH [noncount] The cur¬ 
tains are made of expensive fabric. ■ a fabric store [count] 
scarves made of woven fabrics 

2 [singular] : the basic structure of something ■ the fabric of 
society ■ the fabric of the community 

fab-ri-cate /'fiebn.keit/ verb -cates; -cat-ed; -cat-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 : to make or build (something) ■ Only the largest parts 
were fabricated at the factory. ■ Their plan is to fabricate the 
house out of synthetic materials. 

2 : to create or make up (something, such as a story) in or¬ 
der to trick people ■ a story fabricated to sell magazines ■ She 
was accused of fabricating data. ■ fabricated evidence 

— fab-ri-ca-tion Afebn'keijan/ noun, pi -tions [non¬ 
count] the fabrication of parts • the fabrication of evidence 
[count] his fabrications [=lies] about his military service ■ 
The story was a total/complete fabrication. — fab-ri-ca- 
tor /'fsebr^keita 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] 
fabric softener noun, pi ~ -ers [count, noncount]: a prod¬ 
uct that is used to make clothes softer when they are washed 
or dried in a machine — called also (Brit) conditioner 
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fab-U-IOUS /'ftebjalas/ adj 

1 [more most ~] a : very good ■ I had a fabulous time. ■ 
The weather has been fabulous, b : very large in amount or 
size ■ fabulous wealth/riches • He is making fabulous 
amounts of money. 

2 literary : not real ■ fabulous beasts : told about in a story ■ a 
fabulous [= mythical] creature 

- fab*u*lous»ly adv • fabulously rich ■ a fabulously success¬ 
ful executive - fab*u*lous*ness noun [noncount] 
fa*cade or facade /f3*sa:d/ noun, pi -cades or -gades 
[count] 

1 : the front of a building ■ the facade of the bank ■ the win¬ 
dowless facade of the skyscraper ■ a brick facade 

2 : a way of behaving or appearing that gives other people a 
false idea of your true feelings or situation ■ They were try¬ 
ing to preserve the facade of a happy marriage. ■ I could 
sense the hostility lurking behind her polit e facade. 

1 face /'feis/ noun, pi faces [count] 

1 : the front part of the head that has the eyes, nose, and 
mouth on it ■ He has a round face. • He punched me (right) 
in the ./ace. ■ His face is familiar but I can’t remember his 
name. ■ I’ll never forget the look on her ./ace. ■ She slapped 
him in the face. - She slapped his face. ■ He fell flat on his 
face. ■ a bearded/freckled/tanned face • a fresh/youthful face 
■ face cream ■ face powder ■ Her face tit up [=she looked 
pleased and happyj when she saw him. - Her face fell [=she 
looked unhappy] when I told her the bad news. ■ I don’t 
know how he can show his face around here. [=how he can 
stand being seen here] • Why the long face ? [=why do you 
look so unhappy?] ■ He was wearing a silly grin/smile on his 
face. [=he was grinning/smiling in a silly way] ■ She angrily 
told him to wipe that smile off his face. [=to stop smiling] ■ 
Her guilt was written all over her face. [=the expression on 
her face showed her guilt very clearly] ■ The answer to the 
problem was staring me In the face all along. [=the answer 
was obvious but I did not see it] 

2 : a facial expression • a happy/sad face • a friendly/smiling 
face • She tried to put on a brave face [=she tried to appear 
brave or calm] despite the pain of the injury. • It was hard to 
keep a straight face. [=it was hard not to laugh] ■ You should 
have seen his face when we shouted "Surprise!” [=he had a 
shocked, surprised, etc., look on his face] — see also POKER 
FACE 

3 : PERSON ■ I didn't recognize any of the faces around the 
table. ■ There are lots of new faces around the office. ■ It’s 
good to see a familiar face. [=a person that I know] 

4 a : the way something appears when it is first seen or 
thought about — usually singular ■ On the face of It, her pro¬ 
posal seems ridiculous. [=when you first hear about her pro¬ 
posal it seems ridiculous, although it may not be ridiculous 
when you learn more about it] ■ Her proposal seems ridicu¬ 
lous on Its face, b : the way something is seen or thought of 
by people — usually singular ■ If she wins the election it will 
change the face of American politics. To put a brave/good/ 
positive face on something or to put the best face on some¬ 
thing is to talk about it or describe it in a way that makes it 
seem as good as possible. ■ She can put a positive face on the 
worst situations. ■ He was disappointed by the results of the 
election, but tried to put the best face on the situation by say¬ 
ing he had come closer to winning than people expected. 

5 a : a front or outer surface of something ■ the. face of a cliff 
= a cliff face - the face of a building • the face of a golf club • a 
species that has vanished from the face of the earth [=a spe¬ 
cies that is no longer found anywhere in the world] ■ If you 
ask me, he’s the biggest fool on the face of the earth. [=in the 
world] b : a surface or side that is marked or prepared in 
some way ■ the face of a document c : a side of a coin • 
Which face will the coin land on—heads or tails? d : the 
part of a clock or watch that shows the time ■ a clock face e 
mathematics : any one of the flat surfaces of a solid shape ■ A 
cube is a solid with six square faces. 

a slap In the face see 2 slap 

as plain as the nose on your face see ‘nose 

blue In the face see ‘blue 

cross someone's face see 2 cross 

cut off your nose to spite your face see ‘nose 

egg on your face see ‘egg 

face to face 1 — used to describe a situation in which two 
people are together and looking at each other ■ They were 
sitting/ace to face. • I’ve spoken with him on the phone but 
I’ve never met him face to face. [=I’ve never met him] • 
We’ve never had a. face-to-face meeting. — often + with ■ 
I’ve never been face to face with him before. 2 : very close 


to something dangerous, difficult, etc. — + with ■ The ac¬ 
tors were face to face with real flames. • She came face to 
face with death. [=she nearly died] ■ When she visited the 
school she was brought face to face with the problems en¬ 
countered by teachers every day. 
fly In the face of see ‘fly 

game face *❖* In informal U.S. English, if you are wearing 
your game face or have your game face on, you have a se¬ 
rious look on your face which shows that you are ready to 
compete in a game, sport, competition, etc. ■ He was wear¬ 
ing hi? game face in the finals. 

get out of someone's face US, informal : to go away and 
stop bothering someone : to leave someone alone ■ Get out 
of my face\ ■ Hey, get out of your sister's face and go play 
somewhere else! 

In someone’s face 1 : in a direct way that shows anger or 
disrespect for someone ■ She laughed in his face. ■ He 
slammed the door in my face. 2 4- In informal U.S. En¬ 
glish, if you are/get in someone’s face , you are criticizing 
or shouting at someone in a very direct and angry way. • 
The coach got in my face because I was late for practice. 
— see also in-your-face 

in the face of : while in a situation in which you have to 
deal with (something or someone that is dangerous, diffi¬ 
cult, etc.) • Their defeat seemed certain in the face of such a 
powerful opponent.« She showed great courage in the face 
of danger. [=she showed great courage when she was faced 
with danger] ■ She succeeded in the face of [^despite] great 
difficulties. 

lust another face in the crowd see 2 crowd 
laugh on the other side of your face see ‘laugh 
lose face: to cause other people to have less respect for you 
: to lose other people’s respect • She was afraid that she 
would lose face if she admitted her mistake. 
make a face or chiefly Brit pull a face 1 : to make a facial 
expression that shows dislike or disgust • He made a face 
when I mentioned her name. 2 : to make a silly or amus¬ 
ing facial expression • She tried to get me to laugh by mak¬ 
ing a face when I looked at her. ■ He was entertaining the 
children by making (funny) faces, 
pretty face see ‘pretty 
put a human face on see ‘human 

save face : to avoid having other people lose respect for 
you ■ He tried to save face by working overtime. 
shut your face see ‘shut 
stare (someone) In the face see ‘stare 
stuff your face see 2 stuff 

to someone’s face : directly to someone ■ If you have 
something to say about me, you should say it to my face. 
[=say it directly to me rather than to someone else] 



2 face verb fac*es; faced; facdng 

1 a : to stand or sit with your face and body turned toward 
(something or someone) [+ obj] The teacher faced the class. 
■ She turned around to face the window. • He sat facing the 
wall, [no obj] Turn and face to the east, b : to have the 
front part toward (something) [+ obj] The house faces the 
park. ■ The living room faces the afternoon sun. [no obj] My 
shoe was lying in the corner with its sole facing upward. ■ 
The flower opens facing skyward, c ; to be on the page that 
is opposite to (another page) [+ obj] Look at the illustration 
that faces page 132. = Look at the illustration facing page 
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132. [no obj\ Look at the illustration on the facing page. 

2 [+ obj\ a : to deal with (something bad or unpleasant) in a 
direct way ■ Only by facing your problems can you hope to 
overcome them. ■ You must stand and face the danger. ■ He’ll 
have to face the consequences of his decision, b : to admit 
that (something) is true or real ■ It was time to face the truth. 

■ We have to face the possibility that the economy will get 
worse before it gets better. ■ We have to face reality. 

3 [+ obj\ a : to have (something bad or unpleasant) as a 
problem or possibility : to be confronted by (something) ■ 
This is not the first time she has faced adversity. ■ Because of 
the drought, thousands of people are now facing starvation. ■ 
He finds himself facing criminal charges for his role in the 
conspiracy. ■ She faced a difficult choice. [=she had to make 
a difficult choice] b : to be a problem for (someone) : to re¬ 
quire the attention of (someone) ■ There were many impor¬ 
tant questions facing them. ■ We can’t ignore the problems 
that face us. C : to force (someone) to see and deal with 
something in a direct way ■ He couldn’t deny his involve¬ 
ment when the police faced [= confronted] him with the evi¬ 
dence. — usually used as (be) faced ■ He was faced with the 
evidence. ■ We are faced with two unpleasant options. ■ We 
can’t ignore the problems that we are faced with. 

4 [+ obf] a : to meet with (someone) despite shame, fear, or 
embarrassment ■ I don’t know if I can face him again after 
treating him so badly, b : to meet (someone) in a competi¬ 
tion : to compete or fight against (someone) ■ The team has 
to face a tough opponent in its next game. ■ It was the first 
time that these two fighters had faced each other in the ring. 

■ The pitcher struck out the first three batters he faced. 

5 [+ obj] : to cover the front or the surface of (something) ■ 
They faced the building with marble. ■ a chimney faced with 
red brick ■ a brick -faced chimney 

face facts or face the fact(s) : to admit that something is 
true ■ The time has come to face the fact that the govern¬ 
ment’s policies aren’t working. ■ The time has come to face 
the facts and admit that the government’s policies aren’t 
working. ■ Let’s face facts —our plan isn’t working. 
face off [phrasal verb] chiefly US : to be involved or become 
involved in a conflict, dispute, or competition ■ The pro¬ 
testers were facing off with/against the police. ■ They faced 
off in a nationally televised debate. ■ two teams that faced 
off in the play-offs last year — see also FACE-OFF 
face the music : to accept and deal with the unpleasant re¬ 
sult of something you have said or done ■ He knows that 
he’ll be criticized for making a bad decision, and he’s ready 
to face the music. 

face up to [phrasal verb] face up to (something) : to deal 
with (something bad or unpleasant) in a direct way ■ She 
has to face up to [-face] her problems now, or else they’ll 
only get worse. ■ We need to face up to our fears. 

(let 's) face It — used to say that something is true and can¬ 
not be denied ■ Face it, a lot of people don’t even bother to 
vote. ■ Let's face it, most of us don't get enough exercise, 
face card noun, pi ~ cards [count] : a king, queen, or jack 
in a deck of cards — called also (chiefly Brit) court card, 
(Brit) picture card 

face-cloth /'feis,kla:0/ noun, pi -cloths [count] : wash¬ 
cloth 

-faced /,feist/ combining form 

1 : having a particular kind of face ■ a fresh -faced girl ■ 
fvccV\c-faced [=having a face with many freckles] 

2 : having a particular kind of surface or front ■ a brick- 
faced house 

face-down /,feis'daun/ adv : with the face down - The cards 
were dealt facedown. • lyi ng/ floating facedown ■ He fell face¬ 
down in the sand. 

face-1eSS /'feislas/ adj, usually disapproving 

1 : not having any unusual and interesting qualities ■ the 
faceless masses ■ a faceless corporation 

2 : not identified : anonymous • a decision made by face¬ 
less bureaucrats ■ a faceless accuser 

face—lift /'feis.lift/ noun, pi -lifts [count] 

1 : surgery to make a person’s face look younger (such as by 
removing wrinkles) ■ She’s planning to get a face-lift. 

2 : changes made to something to make it more attractive or 
modem ■ The hotel was given a million-dollar face-lift. ■ The 
new landscaping has given the park a much-needed face-lift. 

face mask noun, pi ~ masks [count] : a mask or protec¬ 
tive covering that goes over your face or part of your face ■ 
gas delivered to the patient via face mask • (American foot¬ 
ball) The lineman grabbed the running back’s face mask. 


face—Off /‘feis,a:f/ noun, pi -offs [count] 

1 ice hockey : a method of beginning play by dropping the 
puck between two players ■ a face-off at center ice 

2 chiefly US : a meeting of opponents : a conflict or fight ■ a 
legal face-off ■ a diplomatic face-off between the two nations 
— see also face off at 2 face 

face—Sav-ing /'feis,seivn3/ adj, always used before a noun 
: done to keep someone from looking foolish ■ a face-saving 
gesture ■ They needed a face-saving way out of the confron¬ 
tation. — see also save face at ‘face 
f ac-et /'feesst/ noun, pi -ets [count] 

1 : a part or element of something ■ Each facet of the prob¬ 
lem requires careful attention. ■ the different facets of our 
culture ■ Which facet o/his character is most appealing? 

2 : a small, flat surface on a jewel ■ th e facets of a diamond 

— fac-et-ed /'feesatad/ adj ■ a faceted jewel — see also mul¬ 
tifaceted 

face time noun [noncount] US, informal 

1 : time spent meeting with someone ■ He hoped to get more 
face time with the president. 

2 : time spent at the place where you work especially before 
or after normal working hours ■ Some bosses think lots of 
face time is a sign of loyalty to the company. 

3 : the amount of time someone spends appearing on televi¬ 
sion ■ a celebrity who has been getting a lot of face time 

fa-Ce-tiOUS /fa'siijas/ adj [more most ~] — used to de¬ 
scribe speech that is meant to be funny but that is usually re¬ 
garded as annoying, silly, or not proper ■ I was just bexng fa¬ 
cetious. ■ a facetious remark 

— fa-ce-tlous-ly adv ■ She was speaking facetiously. — fa- 
ce-tlous-ness noun [noncount] 

face-up /'feis'Ap/ adv : with the face up ■ The cards were 
dealt faceup. ■ lying/floating faceup 
face Value noun, pi ~ values [count] : the value that is 
printed or shown on something (such as a coin or bill) ■ We 
paid $100 for tickets that had a face value of $50. 
at face value 1 : for the price that is printed on something 
■ We bought the tickets at face value. 2 *$• Something that 
is taken/accepted at face value is regarded as true or genu¬ 
ine without being questioned or doubted. ■ After all his ly¬ 
ing, nothing he says now should be taken at face value. 
[=accepted as true] 
facia variant spelling of fascia 3 
1 fa-Clal /’feijal/ adj : of or relating to a person’s face ■ facial 
expressions ■ facial features ■ facial hair 
2 faclal noun, pi -clals [count] : a beauty treatment to make a 
person’s face look and feel better ■ a deep-cleaning facial 
facie see PRIMA FACIE 

fac-ile /'feesal, Brit 'feesail/ adj [more most ~] formal 

1 disapproving : too simple : not showing enough thought or 
effort ■ a. facile explanation ■ This problem needs more than 
just a facile solution. 

2 always used before a noun, disapproving : done or achieved 
in a way that is too easy ■ a facile [= effortless ] victory 

3 always used before a noun, chiefly US, approving : working, 
moving, or performing well and very easily ■ He is a wonder¬ 
fully facile writer. 

— fac-ile-ly adv 

fa-cil-l-tate /f3'sib,teit/ verb -fates; -tat-ed; -tat-lng [+ 

obj] formal 

1 : to make (something) easier : to help cause (something) ■ 
Cutting taxes may facilitate economic recovery. ■ Her rise to 
power was facilitated by her influential friends. 

2 : to help (something) run more smoothly and effectively ■ 
The moderator’s role is to facilitate the discussion by asking 
appropriate questions- 

— fa-cll-l-ta-tion /fa^ib'teijan/ noun [noncount] ■ the facili¬ 
tation of discussion — fa-cil-l-ta-tor /fa'sib^eite/ noun, pi 
-tors [count] ■ the facilitator of a discussion 

fa-cil-i-ty /fs'sibti/ noun, pi -ties 

1 a [count] : something (such as a building or large piece of 
equipment) that is built for a specific purpose - a large man¬ 
ufacturing facility - a new sewage-treatment facility ■ The in¬ 
jured child was rushed to a medical facility. [=a hospital] ■ a 
correctional facility [=a prison] b [count] : something that 
makes an action, operation, or activity easier — usually plu¬ 
ral • The resort offers a wide range of facilities for young and 
old alike. C facilities [plural] informal : bathroom ■ The 
facilities are at the end of the corridor. 

2 : skill and ease in doing something [singular] He had a 
great facility for writing, [noncount] He had great facility 
with words. ■ She handled the crisis with facility. 
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faC'ing /'feisio/ noun, pi -ings : a layer of material that is 
placed on the surface or front of something to improve its 
appearance [noncount] a house with brick facing [count] 
ornamental window facings ■ a suit with red facings at the 
collar and the cuffs 

faosinvMe /fask'simali/ noun, pi -les [count] 

1 : an exact copy ■ A facsimile of the world’s first computer 
was exhibited in the museum. 

2 formal : 1 fax 1 

reasonable facsimile 4- A reasonable facsimile is a copy 
that is not exact but is fairly close. ■ The house is a reason¬ 
able facsimile of his original home. This phrase is some¬ 
times used in a joking way. ■ I can speak French, or at least 
a reasonable facsimile of French. [=1 can speak French but 
not very well] 

fact /'faekt/ noun, pi facts 

1 [count] : something that truly exists or happens : some¬ 
thing that has actual existence ■ Rapid electronic communi¬ 
cation is now a fact. — often used in the phrase the fact that ■ 
It’s hard to accept the fact that she’s gone. [=it’s hard to ac¬ 
cept that she’s gone] • What they’re proposing is impractical, 
apart from the fact that it’s also illegal. ■ In spite of the fact 
that he was sick [=although he was sick], I went to visit him. 

2 : a true piece of information [count] The book is filled 
with interesting facts and figures. ■ Those are the (cold) hard 
facts of the case. ■ I know for a fact that he did it. [=1 am sure 
that he did it] ■ He did it, and that’s a fact. ■ There’s no doubt 
that he did it. The facts speak for themselves. [=the facts 
make it clear that he did it] [noncount] It can sometimes be 
hard to separate fact from fiction. [=to know what is true and 
what is false] 

after the fact 1 law : after a crime has been committed ■ 
She was charged with being an accessory after the fact. 
[=she was charged with helping someone who had commit¬ 
ted a crime after the crime was committed] 2 : after 
something has happened : afterward ■ They informed 
me of their decision only after the fact. [=after they had al¬ 
ready made their decision] 

as a matter of fact — used to stress the truth of a statement 
■ “Do you know her personally?” " As a matter of fact, I do.” 
bend (the) facts see 'bend 

in fact 1 : in truth — used to stress that a statement is true 
although it may be surprising or unlikely ■ painters who 
are in fact anything but unsophisticated ■ He looks young¬ 
er, but he is in (actual) fact almost 60 years old. ■ They 
know each other; in fact, they’re close friends. = They 
know each other; they’re close friends, in fact. 2 also In 
point of fact — used to introduce a true statement which 
shows that another statement is not true or accurate ■ He 
claims that he supported the bill, but in fact he voted 
against it. [=the truth is that he voted against it] ■ She says 
that she doesn’t know him, but in point of fact they have 
been seen together many times. 
is that a fact? — used to respond to a statement that is 
thought to be surprising or unlikely ■ “He looks much 
younger, but he’s actually almost 60 years old.” "Is that a 
fact ?” [=1 am surprised he is 60 years old] ■ “A lot of people 
agree with me.” "Is that a fact?" [=1 doubt that a lot of peo¬ 
ple agree with you] 

the fact is/remains — used to stress that a statement is true 
and that its truth is not affected or changed by a previous 
statement ■ He may not have meant it, but the fact remains 
that he committed a crime. ■ The company has struggled 
recently, but the fact is that they are still making a profit. 
the fact of the matter see ‘matter 
fact-finding acjj, always used before a noun : done or creat¬ 
ed in order to learn the facts that relate to a particular situa¬ 
tion or event ■ a fact-finding mission ■ a. fact-finding panel 
fac-tion /'faekfan/ noun, pi -tions [count]: a group within a 
larger group that has different ideas and opinions than the 
rest of the group ■ The committee soon split into factions. • 
warring factions 

— fac-tion-al /'faekjanl/ adj ■ factional strife/violence/ma¬ 
neuvering — fac-tion-al-ism /'faskjanajtzam/ noun [non¬ 
count] ■ a political party split by factionalism and infighting 
fact of life noun, pi facts of life 

1 [count] : something that exists and that cannot be changed 
or ignored ■ For new parents, lack of sleep is just a fact of life. 

2 the facts of life : the facts about sex that are told to chil¬ 
dren ■ He explained the facts of life to his son. 

fac-toid /*faek,toid/ noun, pi -toids [count] : a brief and usu¬ 


ally unimportant fact ■ The book is really just a collection of 
interesting factoids. 

1 faC«tor /'faekta 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] 

1 : something that helps produce or influence a result : one 
of the things that cause something to happen • There were 
several factors contributing to their recent decline. ■ Poor 
planning was a major factor in the company’s failure. ■ Cost 
was the decisive/deciding/determining factor in their deci¬ 
sion. [=the most important reason for their decision] 

2 a mathematics : a number that evenly divides a larger 
number ■ 6, 4, 3, and 2 are factors of 12. b : an amount by 
which another amount is multiplied or divided ■ Costs in¬ 
creased/decreased by a factor of 10. [=costs were 10 times 
higher/lower than they had been] 

— see also RH FACTOR, RISK FACTOR 

2 factor verb -tors; -tored; -tor-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to consider or include (something) in making a judgment 
or calculation — + in or into ■ In doing our calculations we 
need to factor in inflation. ■ We need to factor inflation into 
our calculations. 

2 : to not consider or include (something) in making a judg¬ 
ment or calculation — + out • Even after factoring out infla¬ 
tion, the costs have increased greatly. 

faC«tO*ry /'fasktari/ noun, pi -ries [count] : a building or 
group of buildings where products are made ■ an automobile 
factory ■ She got a job in/at the factory. — often used before 
another noun ■ factory workers/gates — often used figura¬ 
tively ■ The college was well-known as a football factory. [=a 
school known more for its football teams and players than 
for its students and teachers] ■ the Hollywood studios that 
were the dream factories of the American film industry 
factory floor noun 

the factory floor : the part of a factory where products are 
made ■ There’s talk on the factory floor [=among the ordi¬ 
nary workers in the factory] about a possible strike. 
faC'tO'tum /faek'toutam/ noun, pi -turns [count] formal : a 
person whose job involves doing many different types of 
work ■ He was the office factotum. 
faC-tU-al /'faekflawal/ adj 

1 [more most ~]: limited to, involving, or based on facts ■ 
factual knowledge/information ■ She tried to separate what 
is factual [=true, real] from what is not. ■ That statement is 
not factual. • a report filled with factual errors 

2 : of or relating to facts ■ the factual aspects of the case 

— fac-tu-al-ly adv • a factually incorrect statement 
faC"Ul-ty /‘faekalti/ noun, pi -ties 

1 a [noncount] : the group of teachers in a school or college ■ 
She’s a member of the Harvard faculty. — often used before 
another noun * faculty members ■ a faculty meeting b facul¬ 
ty [plural] US : faculty members or teachers ■ The school 
hired more faculty. ■ a meeting with students and faculty 

2 a [count] : one of the powers of your mind or body ■ the 
faculty of hearing/speech ■ It was sad to see that his mental 
faculties [=his ability to think clearly] had begun to fail. • She 
needs to learn to develop her critical faculties. [=her ability 
to make judgments about what is good or true] b [singular] 
: a natural talent for doing something ■ She has a faculty for 
making friends. 

3 [count] : a department in a college or university ■ The Fac¬ 
ulty of Arts and Sciences ■ the Faculty of Law 

fad /‘fed/ noun, pi fads [count] : something (such as an in¬ 
terest or fashion) that is very popular for a short time ■ She’s 
always interested in the latest fads. ■ a fad diet 

— fad-dish /'fasdiJV adj [more most ~] ■ a faddish psycho¬ 
logical treatment 

fad*dist /'faedist/ noun, pi -dists [count] : a person who be¬ 
comes very interested or enthusiastic about different things 
for a short time : a person who becomes involved in fads ■ a 
food faddist [=someone who becomes very enthusiastic 
about different types of food as they become popular] 
1 fade /■ feid/ verb fades; fad.ed; fad.ing 

1 [no obf] a : to lose strength or freshness ■ The flowers 
were fading in the vase.: to become weaker ■ the fading light 
of late afternoon ■ She was fading fast from the effects of the 
pneumonia. ■ Her hearing gradually faded (away) as she 
grew older. ■ His voice faded off into a whisper. = His voice 
faded to a whisper, b : to disappear gradually ■ We watched 
the ship gradually fade from view as it sailed away. ■ The 
smile faded from his face. • Hopes for a quick end of the cri¬ 
sis are fading fast. ■ Their reasons for leaving have faded 
from memory. ■ He's trying to recapture the faded glory of 
his youth. • The band’s popularity has faded in recent years. 
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2 : to become less bright: to lose color [no obj] The fabric 
will fade unless you protect it from the sunlight. ■ The colors 
of the photograph have faded with time. [+ obj\ Exposure to 
the elements has faded the car’s finish. ■ blue jeans faded by 
wear ■ She was wearing faded blue jeans. 

3 [no obj] : to change gradually in loudness, strength, or ap¬ 
pearance — used to describe a radio signal, a picture in a 
movie, etc. ■ As the hero rides into the sunset, the screen 
fades fo black. [=the image gradually changes until the 
screen is completely black] — often + in or out ■ One scene 
fades out as the next fades in. ■ The radio signal faded out as 
we got further from the station. ■ The sound of her voice 
gradually faded out. 

2 fade noun, pi fades [count\ : a gradual change from one pic¬ 
ture to another in a movie or television program ■ The movie 
ends with a fade to black. 

fade-in /'feid,m/ noun, pi -ins [count\ : the gradual appear¬ 
ance of an image at the beginning of a scene in a movie or 
television program ■ The film begins with a fade-in of a girl's 
head on a pillow. 

fade—OUt /'feid,aut/ noun, pi -outs [count\ : the gradual dis¬ 
appearance of an image at the end of a scene in a movie or 
television program ■ The movie ends with a slow fade-out to 
a black screen. 

fae-ces chiefly Brit spelling of feces 
1 fag /'foeg/ noun, pi fags [count] US, informal + offensive : a 
homosexual man — compare 2 FAG 
2 fag noun, pi fags [count] Brit, informal : cigarette 
— compare J FAG 

fag end noun, pi ~ ends [count] Brit, informal : the last and 
usually least appealing or interesting part of something ■ He 
came in right at the fag end [=tail end] of the meeting. 

fagged /'fzegd/ adj [more most ~ ] Brit, informal : very 
tired "He was too fagged [=exhausted] even to eat. 

fag*got /'fzegat/ noun, pi -gots [count] US, informal + offen¬ 
sive : a homosexual man 

fah chiefly Brit spelling of fa 

Fahr*en»heit /'fer3n,hait/ adj : relating to or having a scale 
for measuring temperature on which the boiling point of wa¬ 
ter is at 212 degrees above zero and the freezing point is at 32 
degrees above zero ■ the Fahrenheit scale ■ It was 70 degrees 
Fahrenheit outside. — abbr. F\ compare CELSIUS 
1 fail /'fed/ verb fails; failed; failing 

~Ta : to not succeed .* to end without success [no obj] He 
failed in his first attempt but succeeded in his second at¬ 
tempt. ■ The rebellion failed completely. ■ an experiment that 
failed = a failed experiment ■ a marriage that is failing = a 
failing marriage ■ The drought caused the crops to fail. [=the 
crops did not grow successfully because of the drought] ■ He 
only bothers to read the directions if/when all else fails. [=if/ 
when everything else he has attempted has failed] [+ obj] — 
followed by to + verb ■ She failed to finish the race. ■ He failed 
to achieve all that he hoped to achieve, b [no obj] : to not 
succeed as a business : to become bankrupt "His first com¬ 
pany failed , but his second company succeeded. ■ The bank 
failed. ■ a failed bank 

2 a [+ obj] : to not do (something that you should do or are 
expected to do) — followed by to + verb ■ He failed to act on 
the advice of his staff. [=he should have acted on their advice 
but he didn't] "He failed to mention his new girlfriend when 
he spoke to his parents, b : to not do something [+ obj] — 
followed by to + verb ■ 1 turned on the switch but the light 
failed to go on. ■ It never fails to surprise me that people can 
be so gullible. [=1 am always surprised that people can be so 
gullible] ■ Her public appearances rarely fail to attract huge 
crowds. [=her public appearances almost always attract huge 
crowds] ■ It never fails to rain [=it always rains] when I plan 
to take a day off. ■ I fail to see/understand [=1 don’t see/un- 
derstand] why we need to change the current system. [=1 
don't think we need to change it] [no obj] It never falls: I 
plan to take a day off, and it rains. [=whenever I plan to take 
a day off, it rains] 

3 [+ obj] : to not do or provide something that is needed by 
(someone) ■ He felt that he had failed her when she needed 
him most. ■ The government has failed the voters. ■ In the 
face of continued threats, his courage failed him. [=he lost 
courage, he became afraid] ■ He wanted to express his appre¬ 
ciation for all they had done, but words failed him. [=he did 
not know what to say] 

4 a : to be unsuccessful in passing (an examination, a course 
of study, etc.) [+ obj] He failed the test/exam. ■ He failed 
chemistry, [no obj] He failed in chemistry. ■ Failing students 


must repeat the course, b [+ obj]: to decide that (someone) 
has not passed an examination or course of study ■ The 
teacher failed several students. ■ He received a failing grade/ 
mark in chemistry. [=his teacher gave him a grade/mark that 
showed he failed chemistry] 

5 [no obj] a : to stop working ■ The power failed. • The 
plane’s engine failed , forcing an emergency landing. ■ His 
kidneys failed, b : to lose strength : to become weak or 
weaker ■ Her health/eyesight is starting to fail. ■ Her children 
are concerned about her failing health/eyesight. 

2 fail noun 

without fail 1 — used to stress that something always hap¬ 
pens ■ Every day, without fail , he has toast and coffee for 
breakfast. 2 — used to stress that something will definite¬ 
ly happen ■ She promised that she would be there without 
fail. [=she would definitely be there] 

1 faiMng /'feilitj/ noun, pi -ings [count] : a weakness or prob¬ 
lem in a person’s character, behavior, or ability ■ He has 
some minor failings. 

bailing prep, formal : in the absence of (something) : with¬ 
out ■ Failing progress in the peace process, war seems likely. 

■ We could try to persuade them by arguing or, failing that 
[=if that does not happen or succeed], we could threaten to 
cancel the deal. 

fail-safe /'feiliseif/ adj [more most ~]: certain not to fail 
• Of course, no system is entirely fail-safe. ■ He was looking 
for a fail-safe source of money. ■ a fail-safe device/mecha¬ 
nism [=a device/mechanism that will not break] 
failure /'feilja 1 / noun, pi -ures 

1 : the act or result of failing: such as a : a lack of success 
in some effort [count] He became discouraged by his repeat¬ 
ed failures in business, [noncount] He was often crippled by 
his fear of failure. ■ He was trying to rescue the business from 
failure, [-bankruptcy] — opposite success b : a situation 
or occurrence in which something does not work as it 
should [count] The storm caused power failures [-outages] 
in many parts of the city. ■ a failure [=lapse] of memory 
[noncount] The accident was caused by engine failure. • The 
patient was suffering from heart/kidney failure, c : an oc¬ 
currence in which someone does not do something that 
should be done — followed by to + verb [count] The acci¬ 
dent was caused by a failure to use proper procedures, [non- 
count] She was criticized for failure to follow directions, d 
: an occurrence in which crops do not grow and produce 
food in the normal way [noncount] The drought caused 
crop failure, [count] a serious crop failure 

2 [count] : a person or thing that has failed ■ He felt like a 
failure when he wasn’t accepted into law school. ■ The 
scheme was a complete failure. — opposite success 

1 faint /'femt/ adj faint*er; -est 

1 : not clearly seen, heard, tasted, felt, etc. ■ We heard a faint 
noise. ■ a faint smell/odor/aroma ■ the faint glow of a distant 
light ■ There was a faint smile on her lips. ■ a faint [-weak] ra¬ 
dio signal 

2 : very slight or small ■ There’s just a faint chance/possibili¬ 
ty that the weather will improve by tomorrow. ■ a faint hope 

■ a faint reminder of their former greatness ■ He didn’t have 
the faintest idea/notion what she was talking about. [=he did 
not know what she was talking about] ■ She showed not the 
faintest interest in him. [=she showed no interest at all in 
him] 

3 not used before a noun : weak and dizzy ■ I'd better lie 
down; I feel faint. ■ She felt faint from/with hunger. 

damn with faint praise see 2 damn 

faint of heart: lacking the courage to face something diffi¬ 
cult or dangerous — usually used in the phrase not for the 
faint of heart • This is a difficult climb that is not for the 
faint of heart. — see also fainthearted 
-faintdy adv - He was smiling faintly. ■ The room still 
smelled faintly of perfume. ■ She looked faintly [some¬ 
what, slightly] familiar. ■ He was faintly [=barely] aware of 
her presence. — faint* ness noun [noncount] ■ the faintness 
of distant stars 

2 faint verb faints; faint*ed; faint-ing [no obj] : to suddenly 
become unconscious ■ He always faints at the sight of blood. 

■ She almost fainted from the pain. ■ She suffers from fainting 
spells. 

faint*heart*ed /‘femt'haaOd/ adj [more most ~] : feel¬ 
ing or showing a lack of courage ■ fainthearted people ■ She 
gave him a fainthearted response. — usually used in the 
phrase not for the fainthearted ■ a dangerous job that is not 
for the fainthearted • a frightening movie that is not for the 
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fainthearted — see a\so faint of heart at ‘faint 

— faint-heart-ed-ly adv 
1 fair /'fea/ adi fair-er; -est 

1 : agreeing with what is thought to be right or acceptable ■ 
We received fair treatment, •fair elections ■ a fair fight ■ a fair 
bargain/deal/trade ■ I’m just trying to get a fair price for the 
house. [=Fm not trying to get more money for the house 
than most people think is right] • That’s a fair question, and it 
deserves an honest reply. • The workers claim that they are 
not being paid fair wages. [=they are being paid less than 
they should be paid] ■ It’s only fair [=it is the right thing] to 
tell him the truth. • I washed the dishes yesterday, so it’s only 
fair (that) you to do them today. ■ He gets his fair share of at¬ 
tention too. I=he gets a reasonable amount of attention] ■ 
She’s had more than her fair share of trouble. [=she has had a 
lot of trouble] 

2 : treating people in a way that does not favor some over 
others - He is known as a very fair man. ■ I try to be fair to/ 
with my children. ■ He claims that the competition wasn’t 
fair. ■ It’s not fair that she gets to leave early and I don’t. ■ 
Sometimes life isn’t fair. • a fair and impartial jury ■ a bar¬ 
gain/deal/trade that is fair to/for everyone ■ All she wants is 
a fair chance. [=the same chance everyone else gets] 

3 : not too harsh or critical ■ “What a bad movie!” “fle fair*. 
Parts of it are actually pretty funny.” ■ I can’t say I liked the 
movie, but, fo be fair , parts of it are pretty funny. ■ She did 
poorly on the test, but, to be fair, so did a lot of other people. 

4 a : not very good or very bad : of average or acceptable 
quality ■ Her work has been fair to good. ■ The quality of her 
work has been only fair. ■ I think our waiter did a fair job. ■ 
The patient has been upgraded from serious to fair condi¬ 
tion. ■ The food was fair to middling. [=just average; not espe¬ 
cially good] b approving : reasonably good : good although 
usually not excellent ■ The team has a fair [= pretty good ] 
chance of winning the championship this year. ■ He does a 
pretty fair [=good] imitation of the President. ■ He was able to 
give us a fair idea of the problems involved. ■ It’s a fair bet 
that the weather will improve soon. • “I’m guessing that he’s 
about 50 years old.” “That’s a fair guess, but he’s actually al¬ 
most 60." c always used before a noun : reasonably large — 
used to describe an amount or size that is not small although 
it is also not extremely large ■ There were a fair number of 
new participants at the convention. ■ Researchers now know 
a fair amount about the earliest humans. ■ He lives a fair dis¬ 
tance from here. 

5 : not stormy or cloudy ■ fair skies ■ fair weather 

6 of a person’s hair, skin, etc. : having a light color ■ fair hair/ 
skin ■ a person of fair complexion ■ a /iwr-skinned person 

— opposite DARK 

7 literary + old-fashioned : attractive or pleasing to look at ■ 
We’re happy to welcome you to our fair [-lovely] city. ■ a fair 
maid/maiden ■ Who's the fairest of them all? 

8 baseball \ in the area between the foul lines ■ The ball was 
caught in fair territory. ■<> A fair ball is a batted ball that 
lands in the area between the foul lines. — compare FOUL 

a fair bit see 'bit 
a fair shake see 2 shake 

all’s fair in love and war — used to describe a situation in 
which people do not follow the usual rules of behavior and 
do things that are normally considered unfair ■ Sure, it was 
underhanded to steal his customers, but all’s fair in love 
and war. 
bid fair see 'bid 

fair and square : in an honest and fair manner ■ He won the 
election fair and square, 
fair crack of the whip see 2 crack 

fair enough informal — used to say that something is rea¬ 
sonable or fair ■ “I’ll wash the dishes today, and you can 
wash them tomorrow.” "Fair enough.” • “He needs more 
time.” “ Fair enough . but we can’t wait too much longer.” 
fair’s fair informal — used to say that something was done 
or should be done because it is fair ■ Fair’s fair: I washed 
the dishes yesterday, so it’s your turn to do them today. 
fair to say -b A comment that is fair to say is reasonable and 
is not expected to cause argument. • The key concept in 
this book, I think it is fair to say, is freedom. ■ She’s not en¬ 
tirely to blame, but it’s (only) fair to say that she handled 
the situation badly. 

fair warning : enough warning to be able to avoid some¬ 
thing bad • I’m giving you fair warning that you had better 
not discuss politics at dinner tonight. 
it’s a fair cop see 'cop 

— fair adv ■ He claims that his opponent wasn’t playing fair. 


[=wasn’t playing according to the rules] — falr-ness noun 
[noncount] ■ She questioned the fairness of the decision. • In 
the interest of fairness, let’s not mention any names. • She 
did poorly, but in all fairness [=to be fair to her], she was 
tired. 

2 fair noun, pi fairs [count] 

1 ; a large public event at which there are various kinds of 
competitions, games, rides, and entertainment; especially, US 
: such an event at which farm products and farm animals are 
shown and judged ■ She showed her horse at the annual 
county/state fair. 

2 : an event at which many people gather to buy things or to 
get information about a product or activity ■ a book fair ■ a 
craft fair • a Job fair [=an event where employers offer infor¬ 
mation about their companies to people who are looking for 
jobs] 

3 : an event at which different things (such as crafts or food) 
are sold usually for charity ■ The church is having a fair to 
raise money for the new school. 

fair game noun [noncount] : someone or something that can 
be chased, attacked, or criticized - Celebrities are fair game 
for the tabloids. ■ The tourists were fair game for the pick¬ 
pockets. ■ Even her retirement savings were fair game for her 
creditors. 

fair-ground /'fea^graund/ noun, pi -grounds [count] : an 
outdoor area where fairs, circuses, and exhibitions are held 

fair-haired /'fe^'hea-d/ adj 

1 : having light or blond hair ■ a fair-haired child 

2 chiefly US : especially well-liked or admired — usually 
used in the phrase fair-haired boy ■ an athlete who was once 
the fans’ fair-haired boy 

fair-ly /'fe^li/ adv [more most —] 

1 : to some degree or extent but not very or extremely : to a 
reasonable or moderate extent ■ a fairly easy job ■ It’s still 
fairly early. ■ a fairly simple procedure ■ It’s a fairly common 
disease. 

2 : in a way that is right or proper : in a fair way ■ She treats 
everyone fairly. ■ I told the story as fairly as possible. ■ He re¬ 
ports fairly on the issues. ■ He beat me fairly and squarely. 

3 — used for emphasis before a verb that is being used figu¬ 
ratively - The situation fairly screamed for someone to inter¬ 
vene. 

4 literary + old-fashioned : in a favorable or pleasing way • a 
town fairly situated on a hill 

fair—mind-ed /'fea^maindad/ adj [more most ~]; having 

or showing an honest and fair way of thinking ■ a fair- 
minded man • fair-minded reporting 

— fair—mlnd-ed-ness noun [noncount] 

fair play noun [noncount] : a way of behaving or of treating 
other people that is honest and fair - The court’s decision 
goes against my sense of fair play. [=the court’s decision does 
not seem fair to me] — see also turnabout is fair play at 

TURNABOUT 

fair sex noun 

the fair sex also the fairer sex old-fashioned — used to re¬ 
fer to all women as a group ■ a member of the fair sex 
fair-way /'fea^wei/ noun, pi -ways [count] : the part of a 
golf course that has short grass and that lies between a tee 
and a green ■ Her shot landed at the left side of the fairway. 

— compare rough 

fair—Weath-er /'fed'iwefta 1 / adj, always used before a noun, 
disapproving : loyal or helpful only during times of success 
and happiness ■ They are fair-weather friends. [=they are 
friends when you are successful but not when you fail] •fair- 
weather fans 

fairy /'feri/ noun, pi fair-fes [count] 

1 in stories : a creature that looks like a very small human 
being, has magic powers, and sometimes has wings ■ a good 
fairy • afaity princess — see also tooth fairy 

2 informal + offensive : a homosexual man 

— fairy-like /'ferhlaik/ adj 

fairy cake noun, pi ~ cakes [count] Brit : cupcake 
fairy godmother noun, pi ~ -thers [count] in stories : a 
woman with magic powers who saves a person from trouble 
fairy-land /'feri.lsend/ noun, pi -lands [count] 

1 in stories : a place where fairies live 

2 : a beautiful or magical place ■ a winter fairyland of snow- 
covered trees 

fairy tale noun, pi ~ tales [count] 

1 : a simple children’s story about magical creatures ■ the 
fairy tale about the sleeping princess — sometimes used figu¬ 
ratively ■ Their marriage is a real-life fairy tale. I=they have a 
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very happy marriage] ■ a fairy-tale romance — called also 
fairy story 

2 : a false story that is meant to trick people • Everything he 
told us about his happy marriage was just a fairy tale. 
fait ac-com'pli /'feita^cr.m'plr./ noun, pi falts accom- 
plis /'feitaikarm'pli:/ [count] formal : something that has 
been done and cannot be changed • By the time we learned 
about the decision, it was already a fait accompli. 
faith /'fei0/ noun, pi faiths 

1 [i noncount ]: strong belief or trust in someone or something 
■ His supporters have accepted his claims with blind/unques¬ 
tioning faith. ■ Our faith in the government has been badly 
shaken by the recent scandals. ■ His parents have always had 
faith In him. = His parents have never lost faith in him. [=his 
parents have always believed that he is a person who de¬ 
serves to be trusted and who will succeed] ■ I have no faith in 
politicians. = I put/have little faith in politicians. [=1 do not 
trust politicians] • Lending him the money to start his own 
business was an act of faith. • It requires a giant leap of faith 
for us to believe that she is telling the truth. — see also bad 
FAITH, GOOD FAITH 

2 a [noncount] : belief in the existence of God : strong reli¬ 
gious feelings or beliefs • religious faith • Nothing is more im¬ 
portant to her than her faith in God. • She says that her faith 
has given her the courage to deal with this tragedy. ■ He says 
he has found faith. [=he has begun to believe in God or has 
developed strong religious beliefs] b [count] : a system of 
religious beliefs : religion ■ people of all faiths ■ the Chris¬ 
tian/Jewish/M usl i m faith 

accept/take (something) on faith : to accept (something) 
as true without proof or evidence that it is true • Pm not 
willing to take her statements on faith. • I’ll accept it on faith 
that he knows the truth. 

an article of faith : something that is believed without being 
questioned or doubted ■ For many it is an article of faith 
that the economy will begin to improve soon. 
break faith with : to stop supporting or being loyal to 
(someone) : to betray (someone) ■ He has accused the gov¬ 
ernment of breaking faith with its supporters. 
keep faith with : to continue supporting or being loyal to 
(someone) • He has kept faith with his old political allies. 
keep the faith : to continue to believe in, trust, or support 
someone or something when it is difficult to do so ■ The 
team has been playing poorly, but its devoted fans have 
kept the faith. [=they have continued to support the team] 
faith'ful /'feiOfal/ adj [more most —] 

1 : having or showing true and constant support or loyalty ■ 
a faithful friend/companion ■ faithful friendship • the team’s 
faithful fans ■ a faithful dog — often + to • Despite his prob¬ 
lems, his friends have remained faithful to him. • She has al¬ 
ways remained faithful to the values she learned as a child. 

2 : deserving trust : keeping your promises or doing what 
you are supposed to do ■ a faithful worker/servant ■ She has 
provided the company with many years of faithful service. 

— often + to • He began to keep a journal and was faithful to 
it for years. [=he continued to write in his journal for many 
years] ■ He was not faithful to his word. [=he did not do what 
he said he would] 

3 : not having sex with someone who is not your wife, hus¬ 
band, girlfriend, or boyfriend • a faithful husband/wife ■ He 
insists that he has always been faithful to his wife. 

4 : exact and accurate • The movie was a faithful adaptation 
of the book. ■ a faithful copy — often + to • The movie is 
faithful to the book. [=the story told in the movie closely 
matches the story told in the book] 

the faithful 1 : the people who believe or participate in a 
religion ■ The faithful gather here each year to celebrate to¬ 
gether. 2 : the people who are loyal members or support¬ 
ers of a group or organization ■ 7he faithful come out and 
cheer for the team every year. • The convention was 
packed with the Republican/Democratic faithful- 

- faith*ful*ly /'feiOfali/ adv • My friends have supported me 
faithfully. • He faithfully submitted all the proper forms. ■ 
The model faithfully [= accurately\ reproduces the original 
building. - falth-ful*ness noun [noncount] 

faith healing noun [noncount] : a way of treating diseases 
by using prayer and religious faith 

— faith healer noun, pi ~ -ers [count] 

faith*less /’feiGlas/ adj [more most : not able to be 
trusted ■ a faithless friend/employee/servant 

- falth-less-ly adv - faith-less-ness noun [noncount] 
fa*ji*ta /fa'hkta/ noun, pi -tas [count] : a Mexican food that 


consists of cooked strips of meat served with a flour tortilla 
and fillings (such as tomatoes, onions, and peppers) — usu¬ 
ally plural • steak fajitas 

1 fake /*feik/ adj : not true or real *fake emotions • She’s a fake 
friend.: meant to look real or genuine but not real or genu¬ 
ine • That blood is clearly fake. • fake fur/leather • He was 
wearing a fake mustache. 

2 fake noun, pi fakes [count] 

1 : a copy of something that is meant to look like the real 
thing in order to trick people ■ Experts says that the antique/ 
painting/signature is a fake. 

2 : a person who pretends to have some special knowledge 
or ability or pretends to be someone else "He told everyone 
he was a lawyer, but he was just a fake. 

3 US, sports : a movement (such as a pretended kick, pass, or 
step) that is meant to trick an opponent • The runner made a 
fake to the left and then cut to the right. 

3 fake verb fakes; faked fak*lng 

1 [+ obj] a : to make (something) seem real or true in order 
to trick someone ■ He faked a heart attack. • fake an emotion 

■ She faked her own death. [=she tricked people into thinking 
that she had died] b : to change (something) in order to 
trick people • He faked the test results. C : to make a copy 
of (something) in order to trick people • She faked her fa¬ 
ther’s signature. ■ He faked a rare first edition. 

2 US, sports a [+ obj] : to pretend to do (something) in order 
to trick an opponent • The quarterback faked a handoff and 
then threw a pass downfield. b [+ obj] : to trick (an oppo¬ 
nent) by pretending to do something ■ The runner faked the 
defender by stepping to his left and then cutting to the right. 

— often + out • He faked out the defender, c [no obj] : to 
make a false movement in order to deceive an opponent • 
The runner faked left and then cut to the right. 

3 [+ obj] : to pretend to know or to be able to do (something) 

■ He didn’t know the words to the song, so he had to fake 
them. 

fake It informal : to pretend to be something that you are 
not or to have some knowledge or ability that you do not 
really have * He acts like he’s my friend, but I can tell that 
he’s just faking it. ■ He didn’t know the words to the song, 
so he had to fake it. 

fake out [phrasal verb] fake (someone) out or fake out 
(someone) chiefly US, informal : to deliberately deceive 
(someone) : fool ■ Don’t believe him when he says he’ll 
help you. He’s just trying to fake you out. —see also 
3 fake 2b (above) 

— fak-er noun, pi -ers [count] • You’re not hurt, you faker. 
fal*COn /'fcelkan, 'fadkan/ noun, pi -cons [count] : a type of 

hawk that can fly very fast and is sometimes trained to hunt 
fal-con-er /'fselkanas 'fadkana^ noun, pi -ers [count] : a 
person who hunts with hawks or trains hawks for hunting 
fal*COn*ry /■fieilkanri, 'fadkanri/ noun [noncount] : the 
sport of hunting with hawks 

1 fall /'fad/ verb falls; fell /'fcl/; fall-en /'fadan/; falMng [no 

obj] 

1 a : to come or go down quickly from a high place or posi¬ 
tion ■ An apple fell from the tree. • A vase fell off the shelf. • 
Rain fell from the sky. ■ the sound of the falling rain b : to 
come or go down suddenly from a standing position * She 
slipped and fell on the ice. ■ He fell flat on his face. ■ She was 
afraid that I would trip and fall. • He fell down the stairs. ■ 
One of the sailors had fallen overboard. ■ a fallen tree — of¬ 
ten + down or over * She fell down and hurt herself. • The tree 
fell over during the storm, c : to let yourself come or go 
down to a lower position * He fell [= dropped, sank] to his 
knees and asked for forgiveness. ■ He fell back/forward onto 
the bed. 

2 a : to come down at a particular place after moving 
through the air • The shot/e// a great distance from its target. 

— often + on • A ray of light fell on the table. — sometimes 
used figuratively ■ music falling on the ear b : to slope 
downward — usually + away • The ground falls away to the 
east. • The sides of the ridge fall away steeply, c : to hang 
down • Her hair fell loosely over her shoulders. 

3 a : to become lower • The tide rose and fell. • The temper¬ 
ature fell after dark. ■ His heart rate fell (off) dramatically. ■ 
The value of the stock has fallen drastically, b : to become 
less ■ Participation in the group has fallen. [= declined] — of¬ 
ten + off • Participation in the group has fallen off . ■ Factory 
production has fallen off. C : to lose value : to suffer a de¬ 
cline in prices ■ Stocks/^// several points in early trading to¬ 
day. ■ The market is continuing to fall, d : to become less 
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loud ■ His voice fell (to a whisper). ■ The music rose and fell. 

4 a of a glance or the eyes : to become lowered ■ Her eyes fell. 
[=she looked down] b of the face : to begin to look ashamed 
or disappointed ■ His face fell [=he looked disappointed] 
when he heard the news. 

5 of night or darkness : to arrive or begin ■ Darkness falls ear¬ 
ly in the winter. ■ Night has fallen. 

6 a : to be wounded or killed in battle ■ Many men fell on 
the battlefield that day. b : to be captured or defeated ■ The 
fortress fell on the third day of the siege, c : to experience 
ruin or failure • A great civilization fell in less than a century. 
■ a fallen [= disgraced] leader ■ We will stand or fall together. ■ 
a politician who has fallen from power ■ The coalition gov¬ 
ernment/^// after only six months in office. 

7 a : to happen at a specified time ■ Christmas falls on a Fri¬ 
day this year. ■ The worst weather of the year fell during his 
vacation, b — used when something (such as a responsibil- 
ilty) comes or passes to someone in a way that does not in¬ 
volve choice ■ It fell to me [=it was my responsibility] to tell 
them about the car accident. ■ Responsibility for the damage 
falls with the other driver. ■ The estate fell to his brother. 
[=his brother inherited the estate] c : to have a specified 
proper place ■ The accent falls on the second syllable. ■ The 
comma falls inside the quotation mark. 

8 : to belong in a particular category or range ■ This word 
falls within the class of verbs. ■ Her political views fall some¬ 
where between liberal and conservative. ■ His creative out- 
put falls into three distinct categories. 

9 a — used when someone’s body or mind passes from one 
condition or state to another ■ She fell ill/sick. ■ He fell asleep, 
b — used when something passes to a different and usually a 
less active or less desirable state or condition • The crowd fell 
silent. ■ This word has fallen [=gone] out of use. = This word 
has fallen into disuse. [=this word is no longer used] ■ His the¬ 
ories have now fallen into disrepute/disfavor. "The machin¬ 
ery has fallen into disrepair. 

10 : to start doing something in a very active and energetic 
way — + to ■ She came in and fell immediately to work. 

(as) easy as falling off a log see ’easy 

fall afoul of see afoul of 

fall (all) over yourself : to be very eager or too eager ■ Fans 
were falling over themselves trying to meet the basketball 
star. ■ Reviewers are falling all over themselves to praise her 
latest novel. 

fall apart [phrasal verb] 1 : to break into parts in usually a 
sudden and unexpected way ■ The pie was falling apart as I 
tried to serve it. — often used figuratively ■ I feel as if my 
family is falling apart. Something that is falling apart is 
in very bad condition. ■ My old car is falling apart. ■ The 
house was falling apart when we bought it. 2 : to become 
unable to live in a normal way because you are experienc¬ 
ing a lot of confusion or emotional pain ■ She began to fall 
apart when her son was imprisoned. 
fall away [phrasal verb]: to become gradually less : to disap¬ 
pear gradually ■ The sound of the parade fell away in the 
distance. 

fall back [phrasal verb\ 1 : to move back away from some¬ 
thing dangerous or threatening : retreat ■ The crowd fell 
back when the police arrived. ■ The guerrillas fell back 
across the border after a brief battle with the army. 2 fall 
back on (something) also fall back upon (something) : to 
use (something) for help or protection when you are in a 
bad situation ■ When her health insurance was canceled 
she had nothing to fall back on. ■ They had to fall back on 
their emergency supplies when the snow storm blocked 
the road to town. 

fall behind [phrasal verb ] 1 : to fail to move or go forward 
as quickly as others ■ We had to stop several times so that 
the slower hikers wouldn’t fall (too far) behind. 2 : to fail 
to do something as quickly as planned or required — often 
+ with ■ We’ve been falling further behind with our work. 
— often + on ■ I am falling behind on my homework. ■ We 
fell behind on our car payments. 
fall down on the Job : to do a job badly ■ The people who 
are supposed to be keeping the city clean have been falling 
down on the job. 

fall flat : to produce no response or result ■ All of his jokes 
fell flat. [=no one laughed at his jokes] 
fall for [phrasal verb] 1 fall for (someone) : to feel a strong 
attraction for (someone) : to fall in love with (someone) ■ 
He fell for her the moment he saw her. ■ He fell for her 
hard. = He fell hard for her. = He fell for her like a ton of 
bricks. [=he became deeply in love with her] 2 fall for 


(something) : to be fooled by (something, such as a trick) ■ 
I can’t believe you fell for that old trick. 
fall foul of see ‘foul 
fall from grace see 1 grace 

fall In [phrasal verb] 1 : to break apart and fall down in an 
inward direction ■ The roof fell in. 2 : to take your place 
in a military formation ■ The troops were ordered to fall in. 
— compare FALL OUT (below) 
fall in/into line : to start to do what you are told or required 
to do ■ Several of the older companies have refused to fall 
in line (with the new regulations). ■ It was weeks before the 
new prisoner fell into line, 
fall in love, fall out of love see ‘love 
fall Into [phrasal verb] 1 : to be caught in (a trap) ■ "We fell 
into a trap. 2 : to begin to do or experience (something) 
or to be affected by (something) without wanting or trying 
to ■ He fell deeply into debt. ■ She fell into her career almost 
accidentally. ■ She fell Into the habit of going out for ice 
cream every night. 

fall into place : to fit together : to make sense ■ The pieces 
of the puzzle/mystery are finally starting to fall into place, 
fall into step see ‘step 

fall Into the hands of : to come to be held or possessed by 
(someone) ■ Officials are concerned that the stolen weap¬ 
ons may fall into the hands of terrorists. [=that terrorists 
may get/obtain the stolen weapons] 
fall into the wrong hands : to come to be held or possessed 
by the wrong person or group ■ There could be a disaster if 
the weapons fell into the wrong hands, 
fall into your lap see ‘lap 

fall in with [phrasal verb] 1 fall in with (someone) : to begin 
to spend time with (someone) ■ Their daughter/e// in with a 
bad crowd. 2 fall in with (something) : to accept and act 
in agreement with (something) ■ They readily fell in with 
our plans. 

fall off [phrasal verb] : to stop being attached to something ■ 
The handle was so loose that it almost fell off. — see also 
‘fall 3b (above) 

fall on/upon [phrasal verb] 1 fall on/upon (something) a 
: to begin to experience (something) : to meet with (an ex¬ 
perience) ■ We fell on hard times after I lost my job. ■ The 
company fell upon some unexpected competition, b : to 
notice (something) especially without wanting or trying to 
■ Her eyes/glance fell on the letter on his desk. 2 fall on/ 
upon (someone) : to attack (someone) suddenly ■ They/e// 
on the enemy soldiers and killed every one of them. 
fall on deaf ears see ‘ear 
fall on your feet see ‘foot 

fall out [phrasal verb] 1 of a tooth or hair : to stop being at¬ 
tached to the body ■ The cancer treatments made her hair 
fall out. 2 : to have an argument ■ They fell out [=fought, 
argued] over money. ■ He had fallen out [= quarreled] with 
his neighbor. — see also falling-out 3 : to leave your 
place in a military formation ■ The soldiers were ordered to 
fall out. — compare FALL IN (above) 
fall over backward see ‘backward 
fall prey to see ‘prey 

fall short 1 : to fail to be as good or successful as expected 
or hoped for ■ In comparison to her previous novel, this 
on e falls short. [=this one is not as good] — often + of m Her 
current book falls short of her previous novel. • The cruise 
fell short of our expectations. [=the cruise was not as good 
as we expected it to be] 2 : to fail to reach a goal ■ Their 
efforts fell short. — often + of ■ Their efforts fell (far) short 
of (achieving) their goal. 

fall through [phrasal verb] : to fail or stop in a sudden or fi¬ 
nal way ■ Contract negotiations have fallen through. • Our 
vacation plans have fallen through, 
fall through/between the cracks see 2 crack 
fall through the net see ‘net 
fall to pieces see ‘piece 

fall under [phrasal verb] fall under (something) : to be influ¬ 
enced or affected by (something) ■ He fell under her influ¬ 
ence. ■ fall under a spell ■ He has fallen under suspicion. 
[=people have begun to suspect him of doing something] 
fall victim to see victim 
let the chips fall where they may see ‘chip 
2 fall noun, pi falls 

1 [count]: the act of falling: such as a : the act of coming or 
going down from a high position or from a standing position 
■ a fall from a horse ■ She’s had/suffered several bad falls in 
recent years. ■ a fall of three feet ■ He slipped on the ice and 
hurt his hand when he tried to break his fall. [=to stop him- 
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self from falling] b : the act of becoming lower ■ the rise 
and fall of the tide 

2 US : the season between summer and winter : the season 
when leaves fall from trees : autumn [count] She went off 
to college in the fall. ■ an unusually warm fall [noncount] in 
early/late fall ■ Several weeks of fall remain before winter be¬ 
gins. ■ When fall came he planted grass. — often used before 
another noun ■ our fall catalog ■ a new fall coat ■ fall colors/ 
foliage ■ the fall harvest 

3 [count] : a decrease in the size, amount, degree, activity, or 
value of something ■ a fall in the price of oil 

4 a [singular] : loss of power or greatness ■ the rise and fall 
[=collapse] of an empire b [singular] : the surrender or cap¬ 
ture of a place that is being attacked ■ the fall of Troy ■ The 
fall of the fort caused the local civilians to flee. C [singular] 
: loss of innocence or goodness ■ a fall from virtue d the 
Fall: the event in the Bible when Adam and Eve are forced 
to leave the Garden of Eden because they have sinned 
against God ■ after the Fall 

5 [count] : an area on a river or stream where water runs 
steeply downward — usually plural ■ Bears hunted for fish in 
the rocky falls. [=waterfall] ■ Niagara Falls 

be riding for a fall see 'ride 
fall from grace see 'grace 

- see also free fall, windfall 

fal-la-cious /fs'leijas/ adj [more —; most ~] formal : con¬ 
taining a mistake : not true or accurate ■ a fallacious [=false] 
set of assumptions ■ fallacious [=misleading] arguments 

- fal-la-cious-ly adv - faMa-cious.ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

faMa-Cy /'felasi/ noun, pi -cies 

1 [count] : a wrong belief : a false or mistaken idea ■ popular 
fallacies about medicine ■ It’s a fallacy (to believe) that the 
Earth is flat. 

2 [noncount] : the quality of being false or wrong ■ The falla¬ 
cy of their ideas about medicine soon became apparent. 

fall guy noun, pi ~ guys [count] informal: a person who is 
blamed for something done by others : scapegoat ■ His 
lawyers will argue that he was set up as a/the fall guy for 
crimes he had no part in. 

faMi*ble /'felabal/ adj [more —; most ~] : capable of mak¬ 
ing mistakes or being wrong ■ fallible human beings 
-opposite INFALLIBLE 

- faMi'bil'i.ty /ifeeld'bilsti/ noun [noncount] ■ She acknowl¬ 
edged her fallibility. ■ scientific fallibility 

fall*ing-OUt Afailiq'aut/ noun, pi fallings—out [count] : a 
serious argument or disagreement ■ The two actors barely 
spoke after their bitter falling-out. ■ He had a falling-out with 
his parents over money. — see also fall out at ‘fall 
falling Star noun, pi ~ stars [count ]: meteor 
fall*OUt /'fa:l,aut/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the radioactive particles that are produced by a nuclear 
explosion and that fall through the atmosphere ■ radioactive 
fallout ■ a fallout shelter [=a shelter built underground to 
protect people from radioactive fallout] 

2 : a bad effect or result of something ■ concerned about the 
possible political fallout from the scandal 

fal-lOW /'faelou/ adj 

1 : not used for growing crops : not planted ■ fallow land/ 
fields ■ allowing several fields to lie fallow 

2 : not active or productive ■ a writer who has been going 
through a fallow period [=a period in which he has done no 
writing] ■ There were too many promising ideas lying fallow 
[=not being used] at the company. 

false /'fails/ adj 

1 : not real or genuine — used to say that something is not 
really what it seems to be ■ false documents ■ false teeth/hair/ 
eyelashes ■ a trunk with a false bottom 

2 : not true or accurate ■ Indicate whether each of the fol¬ 
lowing statements is true or false:, especially : deliberately 
untrue : done or said to fool or deceive someone ■ false testi¬ 
mony 'false accusations/statements ■ a false promise ■ false 
advertising ■ He registered at the hotel under a false name. ■ 
The loan was obtained on/under false pretenses. [=by pre¬ 
tending that a certain condition or circumstance was true] 

3 : based on mistaken ideas ■ Your conclusion is based on 
false [=incorrect] assumptions. ■ false confidence/pride ■ false 
expectations/hopes ■ The dog gave her a false sense of securi¬ 
ty. [=made her feel safe when she was not really safe] 

4 a : not faithful or loyal ■ a false friend b : not sincere ■ 
false modesty ■ false sympathy 

5 : sudden or deceptive in a threatening way ■ The police 


warned him not to make any false moves/movements. 
[=movements that are not expected and that may be threat¬ 
ening or dangerous] 

— false-ly adv ■ He was falsely accused of stealing. ■ The sus¬ 
pect stated falsely that she was working that day. — false¬ 
ness noun [noncount] 

false alarm noun, pi ~ alarms [count] 

1 : an alarm (such as a fire alarm) that is set off when it is 
not needed ■ A false alarm drew firefighters to the school. 

2 : something that causes people to wrongly believe that 
something bad or dangerous is going to happen ■ The report 
that the factory would be closing was a false alarm. • He 
thought he might be having a heart attack, but his chest 
pains were just a false alarm. 

false arrest noun, pi ~ -rests [count, noncount] : an arrest 
that is not legally justified ■ He’s suing the police for false ar¬ 
rest. 

false-hood /'fails,hod/ noun, pi -hoods 

1 [count] : an untrue statement: lie ■ a politician accused of 
spreading (malicious) falsehoods about his opponent 

2 [noncount] : the quality of not being true or accurate 
: false quality ■ the falsehood [=(more commonly) falseness, 
falsity] of these accusations ■ the line between truth and false¬ 
hood 

false Start noun, pi ~ starts [count] 

1 : the mistake of starting too soon in a race ■ If someone 
makes/commits a false start , the race is immediately stopped 
and the runners have to start again. 

2 : an unsuccessful attempt to begin something (such as a 
career or a project) ■ After several false starts , the researchers 
were finally able to identify the virus causing the epidemic. 

fal*set-tO /fal'setou/ noun, pi -tos [count, noncount] : a very 
high voice used by a man (such as a male singer) ■ He sang in 
(a) falsetto. • a falsetto voice 

— falsetto adv ■ singing falsetto 

falS-ie /'failsi/ noun, pi -sies [count] informal 

1 : a piece of material (such as rubber) that is worn under a 
bra to make the breast appear larger — usually plural ■ a 
woman wearing falsies 

2 : false eyelashes — usually plural ■ Instead of mascara, she 
wore falsies. 

fal'Si-fy /'fails3,fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy»ing [+ obj] : to 
make (something) false : to change (something) in order to 
make people believe something that is not true ■ He was 
caught falsifying financial accounts. 

— fal*si-fi*ca*tion /^ailsafa'keijbn/ noun, pi -tions [count, 
noncount] 

fal'Si'ty /'failsati/ noun, pi -ties formal 

1 [noncount] : the quality of not being true or accurate : the 
quality of being false ■ The army would not comment on the 
truth or falsity [=falseness] of the report. 

2 [count] : an untrue statement ■ spreading falsities [=(more 
commonly) falsehoods, lies] over the Internet 

fal-ter /'failta*/ verb -ters; -tered; -terming [no obj] 

1 : to stop being strong or successful : to begin to fail or 
weaken ■ The business was faltering due to poor manage¬ 
ment. ■ Their initial optimism has faltered. • signs that the 
economy is faltering 

2 : to begin to walk or move in an unsteady way ■ Her steps 
began to falter. 

3 : to feel doubt about doing something ■ He never faltered 
[=wavered] in his determination to go to college. 

4 ^ If your voice falters, you are unable to speak normally 
because you are unsure about what to say or because you 
are feeling strong emotions. ■ Her voice faltered when she 
spoke about her parents. 

— faltering adj • a faltering economy ■ They are trying to 
save their faltering [-failing] marriage. ■ He was only able 
to take a few faltering steps. 

fame /'feim/ noun [noncount] : the condition of being known 
or recognized by many people ■ He died at the height of his 
fame. • The book tells the story of her sudden rise to fame. ■ 
He gained/found fame as an actor. ■ The house was once oc¬ 
cupied by Noah Webster of dictionary fame. [=Noah Web¬ 
ster, who was famous for his dictionary] ■ achieving/eaming/ 
winning intemational/worldwide fame ■ She went to 
Hollywood seeking fame and fortune. — see also HALL OF 
FAME 

claim to fame see 2 claim 

famed /'feimd/ adj : known and usually liked by many peo¬ 
ple : famous ■ a famed writer ■ a bowl of the restaurant’s 
famed chili — often + for ■ a restaurant famed for its chili 
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fa*mil‘ial /f.Vmiljnl/ ad] 

1 : of or relating to a family ■ familial relationships : suggest¬ 
ing a family ■ The company has created a familial atmo¬ 
sphere in its offices. 

2 medical : tending to affect members of the same family ■ a 
familial disease 

fa»mil«iar /fa'milja-/ am [more most ~] 

^ a : frequently seen, heard, or experienced ■ a familiar 
joke/sight • familiar surroundings ■ The essay covers familiar 
ground/territory. ■ It’s a sad but (all too) familiar story. ■ She 
has become a familiar figure in the world of politics. — of¬ 
ten + to ■ surroundings that are more familiar to us ■ foods 
that are already familiar to most Americans b — used to 
say that something is easy for you to recognize because you 
have seen, heard, or experienced it many times in the past ■ 
He spotted a familiar face in the crowd. ■ a familiar voice C 
: possibly known but not clearly remembered ■ He looked 
familiar [=he looked like someone I had seen before] but I 
couldn't remember his name. ■ Her name is/sounds/seems 
(vaguely) familiar. 

2 a : relaxed and informal ■ She spoke in a familiar way 
about her past. ■ an essay written in a familiar style b : ap¬ 
propriate for use with people you know well ■ a familiar way 
of addressing someone C : too friendly ■ They felt the wait¬ 
er was being overly familiar. — often + with ■ He avoids be¬ 
ing overly/too familiar with his employees. 
familiar with : having some knowledge about (something) ■ 
We are familiar with the situation. [=we know about the sit¬ 
uation] ■ I’m not very familiar with that area. 

— fa-mll-far-ly adv • The coach patted him familiarly on the 
back. ■ Locals refer to the Maple Leaf restaurant familiarly 
[= informally ] as ‘The Leaf.’ 

fa-mil-iar*i*ty /fa^ili'erati/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the state of being familiar with something : the state of 
having knowledge about something — usually + with • His 
familiarity with local issues helped him during the campaign. 
■ The job requires familiarity with current software. The 
expression familiarity breeds contempt means that knowing 
a lot about someone or something can cause you to like that 
person or thing less. 

2 : a friendly and informal way of acting or talking ■ He 
spoke to everyone with the easy/relaxed familiarity of an old 
friend. 

fa-mil-iar-ize also Brit fa*mil*iar*ise /f3'milj3,raiz/ verb 
-lz-es; -ized; -iz-ing 1+ obj] : to give (someone) knowledge 
about something : to make (someone) familiar with some¬ 
thing ■ The visit was meant to familiarize [= acquaint ] stu¬ 
dents with the library. ■ I’ve been slowly familiarizing myself 
with the neighborhood. 

- fa-mll-lar-l-za-tion also Brit fa«mil*iard*sa-tion 

/f3,milj3r3 l zeij'3n, Brit fa^lja^ai'zei/an/ noun [noncount] 
1 fam*i*ly /'fiemli/ noun, pi -lies 

1 a : a group of people who are related to each other This 
sense of family can refer to a group that consists of parents 
and their children or it can refer to a bigger group of related 
people including grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins, etc. It 
is often used specifically of a group of related people who 
live together in one house, [count] There were a lot of fami¬ 
lies at the circus. • a close/close-knit family ■ The show is fun 
for the whole/entire family. • the royal family ■ a single¬ 
parent family ■ a death in the family ■ There are several doc¬ 
tors on his mother’s side of the family. ■ She wants to spend 
more time with her family. ■ my sister and other members of 
my Immediate family [=the group that includes my parents, 
my brothers and sisters, and me] ■ After his father’s death he 
became the head of the family. • She’s a friend of the family. • 
a two-family house/dwelling [=a house that has separate ar¬ 
eas for two families to live in] [noncount] He spent a quiet 
evening at home with family. • trying to find a balance be¬ 
tween work and family • She was surrounded by friends and 
family, [^family members] ■ He has family in California. [=he 
has relatives who live in California] To be treated like one 
of the family or like family is to be treated in a very warm and 
kind way, like a member of someone’s family. ■ They treat 
their guests like family. You can informally describe some¬ 
one as a member of your family by saying that he or she is 
family. • You’re always welcome here because you re family. • 
My brother has a lot of faults, but we forgive him because 
he’s family. If something runs In the family or runs In 
someone’s family , it occurs in all or many members of a 
family. ■ Musical talent runs in her family. I=many or all of 
the people in her family have musical talent] — see also ex¬ 
tended family, nuclear family b [count] a person’s 


children • He’s devoted to his wife and family. • My sister and 
her husband want to have a big/large family. [=to have many 
children] ■ They want to raise a family. [=to have children] ■ 
They want to start a family [=to begin having children] soon. 
C [count] : a group of related people including people who 
lived in the past ■ My family came to America from Italy. ■ 
Their family has lived here for many generations. 

usage In U.S. English, family is used with a singular verb. ■ 
His family has always supported him. In British English, 
family can also be used with a plural verb. ■ His family 
have always supported him. 

2 [count] : a group of people who resemble a family in some 
way ■ We like to think that the people who work here are all 
one big, happy family. 

3 [count] : a group of things that are alike in some way ■ a 
family of languages/instruments 

4 [count] : a group of related plants or animals ■ Peaches, ap¬ 
ples, and roses belong to one family. ■ a plant that belongs to 
the cabbage family • Despite their large size, crows are mem¬ 
bers of the songbird family. 

5 [count] : a group of criminals who work together in an or¬ 
ganized way ■ the suspected head of a crime family 

2 family ad/, always used before a noun 

1 : of or relating to a family ■ family members • a family pic¬ 
nic ■ the family business/car ■ He enjoys family life. [=he en¬ 
joys spending time with his wife and children] ■ an old family 
friend [-friend of the family] 

2 : designed or suitable for both children and adults ■ a fam¬ 
ily restaurant • family entertainment • family [= wholesome ] 
values 

the family jewels see jewel 

family doctor noun, pi ~ -tors [count] : a doctor who 
treats the members of a family : a doctor who provides gen¬ 
eral medical care for people of all ages — called also family 
practitioner 

family leave noun [noncount] : a period of time when an 
employee has permission to be away from a job in order to 
deal with family matters (such as caring for a baby or a sick 
family member) 

family man noun, pi ~ men [count]: a man who has a wife 
and children; especially : a man who enjoys spending a lot of 
time with his wife and children 

family name noun, pi ~ names [count] : the name shared 
by the people in a family : SURNAME • Her family name is 
Smith. 

family planning noun [noncount]: the use of birth control 
to determine the number of children there will be in a family 
and when those children will be bom 
family practice noun [noncount] : the work of providing 
general medical care for people of all ages ■ She plans to en¬ 
ter family practice when she graduates from med school. — 
called also family medicine 

family practitioner noun, pi — ers [count] : family 

DOCTOR 

family room noun, pi ~ rooms [count] 

1 US : a large, informal room in a family’s house that is de¬ 
signed as a place for children and parents to spend time play¬ 
ing and relaxing 

2 Brit: a room in a pub in which children are allowed 
family tree noun, pi ~ trees [count] : a drawing or chart 

that shows how the different members of a family are related 
to each other ■ A framed family tree hung on the wall, 
fam-ine /'feman/ noun, pi -ines : a situation in which 
many people do not have enough food to eat [count] The 
famine affected half the continent, [noncount] millions 
killed by war, drought, and famine 
fam-ished /'fcemij't/ am [more most —] informal : very 
hungry ■ What’s for supper? I’m famished. 
fa»mous /‘feimas/ adj [more most — ] : known or recog- 

nized by very many people : having fame ■ an internationally 
famous hotel • a famous entertainer/explorer/athlete/politi¬ 
cian — often + for or as ■ The hotel is fiustly) famous for its 
luxury. ■ The hotel is famous as the place where the treaty 
was signed. — see also world-famous 
fa-mous-ly /'feimasli/ adv 

1 : in a way that is known by many people : in a famous 
manner ■ The executive famously insisted on riding the bus 
to work every day. ■ the team’s famously passionate fans 
I=fans who are famous for being passionate] 

2 <- People who get on/along famously like each other and 
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C? great-grandfather = great-grandmother 9 


O' great-grandfather = great-grandmother 9 


O' great-grandfather = great-grandmother 9 


O' great-grandfather = great-grandmother 9 


O' grandfather = grandmother 9 O' grandfather = grandmother 9 


O’ uncle = aunt 9 


O' father = mother 9 


O uncle = aunt 9 


o’ I . ( 

O cousin cousin 


O cousin cousin 9 


O brother-in-law = sister 9 

Ofather-in-law = mother-in-law 9 


O brother = sister-in-law 9 
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Cf (husband or wi fe)9 


-0 


Onephew niece 9 


o son-in-law = daughter 9 
O grandson 


O son = daughter-in-law 9 
granddaughter 9 


9 

female 

O 

male 


enjoy each other’s company very much. ■ They’ve always 
gotten along famously (together). 

1 fan /'fen/ noun, pi fans [count] : a machine or device that is 
used to move the air and make people or things cooler: such 
as a : a flat device that is held in your hand and waved back 
and forth in front of your face b : an electrical machine 
that has turning blades ■ The engine was cooled by an elec¬ 
trician. — see picture at CAR 

hit the fan informal : to cause a lot of anger and trouble — 
used especially to describe what happens when people find 
out about something that makes them very angry • I don’t 
want to be there when it hits the fan. — often used in the 
impolite phrase when the shit hits the fan 
- compare 3 fan 



fan fan, electric fan 


2 fan verb fans; fanned; fanning 

1 [+ obj] : to move air on or toward (someone or something) 
with a fan ■ He fanned himself with a newspaper while he 
waited for the bus. To fan a fire is literally to blow air onto 
a fire so that it will burn more strongly. In figurative use the 
phrase fan the fires/flames means to make an emotional situ¬ 
ation more dangerous, so that people become angrier and 
more likely to act in a violent way. ■ They are fanning the 
flames of hate. ■ The rebels did all they could to fan the fires 
of revolution. [=to encourage revolution] 

2 baseball, informal : to strike out [+ obj] The pitcher has 


fanned six batters in the first three innings, [no obj] The bat- 
ter fanned on a curveball. 

fan out [phrasal verb] fan out or fan out (something) or fan 
(something) out : to spread apart or to cause (something) 
to spread apart ■ The police fanned out across the park in 
search of the suspect. • He fanned out his fingers. 

3 fan noun, pi fans [count] : a person who likes and admires 
someone (such as a famous person) or something (such as a 
sport or a sports team) in a very enthusiastic way ■ I am a 
huge baseball fan. • sports fans • He’s her biggest/greatest 
fan. • He is not a fan of insurance companies. [=he doesn’t 
like insurance companies] — compare 'fan 
fa*nat*ic /fs'nsetik/ noun, pi -ics [count] 

1 : a person who is very enthusiastic about something ■ I be¬ 
came a boating fanatic. 

2 disapproving : someone who has extreme ideas about poli¬ 
tics, religion, etc. ■ a religious fanatic [-extremist] 

— fanatic or fa*nat*i*cal /fs'nsetiksl/ adj [more most —] 
■ a fanatic supporter ■ fanatical zeal/devotion/loyalty — 
often + about • She’s fanatical about her job. ■ He is fanati¬ 
cal about boating. — fa»nat»i*cal*ly /fs'nsetikli/ adv ■ She 
was fanatically devoted to her job. — fa»nat«i*cism 
/f3'n£et3,siZ3m/ noun [noncount] • religious fanaticism 

fan belt noun, pi ■— belts [count] : a band of material (such 
as rubber) that moves to provide power to the fan that cools 
the engine in a car 

fan-ci-er /"frenstia/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who 
likes something or has an interest in something ■ a cat fancier 
(=a person who fancies/likes cats] ■ a wine fancier 
fan*ci*ful /'fensifsl/ adj [more ~y most ~ ] 

1 : coming from the imagination • a fanciful tale of a mon¬ 
ster in the woods 

2 : showing imagination : unusual and appealing ■ They 
gave all their children fanciful names. ■ fanciful architecture 

— fan*ci*fuMy /'fsensifli/ adv • fancifully [imaginatively] 
named children 

fan Club noun, pi ■— clubs [count]: an organization for peo¬ 
ple who admire a famous person, group, etc. ■ members of 
the singer’s fan club 
1 fan«CV /'fcensi/ adj fan*ci*er; -est 

1 : not plain or ordinary ■ a fancy dress • a fancy hairdo •fan¬ 
cy decorations 





fancy • far 


596 


2 : very expensive and fashionable ■ a fancy restaurant ■ He 
drives a big, fancy car. 

3 : done with great skill and grace ■ fancy footwork ■ fancy 
diving 

4 US, of food : of the highest grade or quality • fancy tuna 

— fan*ci»ly /'faensali/ adv ■ a fancily carved ornament 
2 fancy noun, pi -cies 

1 [singular] : the feeling of liking someone or something ■ 
Something about the movie really struck/caught/tickled/took 
their fancy. [=something about the movie appealed to them 
very much] ■ She took a fancy to the stray dog. [=she formed 
a liking for the stray dog] ■ a passing fancy [=a liking that 
lasts only a short time] 

2 a [noncount] : the power of the mind to imagine things 
: imagination ■ His plans to build a new stadium are the 
product of pur e fancy. b : something imagined : fantasy 
[noncount] Critics have dismissed his plan as mere fancy, 
[count] a mere fancy — see also flight of fancy at flight 

3 fancy verb -cies; -cied; -cy-ing [+ obj] 

1 informal : to take pleasure in (something) ■ She has never 
fancied [=liked, enjoyed] large dinner parties. 

2 chiefly Brit, informal: to consider (someone or something) 
likely to win or succeed ■ Do you fancy [=like] their chances? 
■ Which horse do you fancy in the Derby? 

3 chiefly Brit , informal : to want to have or do (something) ■ 
Do you fancy (having) another drink? [=would you like to 
have another drink?] 

4 Brit, informal : to feel sexually attracted to (someone) ■ 
He’s all right, I suppose, but I can’t say I fancy him. 

5 Brit : to imagine (something) ■ I have a hard time fancying 
you as a father. — often used to express surprise ■ Fancy 
[-imagine] our embarrassment when the police showed up at 
the door. ■ “The baby she brought home was the wrong one.” 
“Fancy thatl" [=imagine that] 

6 : to think or believe (something) without being certain 
that you are right ■ \ fancy (that) I’ve met him before. 
fancy yourself chiefly Brit, informal : to think that you look 

good or that you are very special or important ■ They real¬ 
ly fancy themselves after only one hit song! ■ I never 
thought I’d fancy myself in a kilt, 
fancy dress noun [noncount] chiefly Brit : special clothes 
that you wear to a party where people are dressed to look 
like famous people, characters, etc. ■ Everyone wore fancy 
dress for the ball. ■ a fancy-dress ball/party [=a costume ball/ 
party] 

fan*Cy—free /|faensi‘fri:/ adj : having no responsibilities 
: not held back by ties to other people — usually used in the 
phrase footloose and fancy-free ■ He felt footloose and fancy- 
free after he left college. 

fan*dan*gO /fsen'daerjgou/ noun, pi -gos [count] : a fast 
Spanish dance 

fan*fare /'faen^ea'/ noun, pi -fares 

1 [noncount] : a lot of talk or activity showing that people 
are excited about something ■ The new jet was introduced 
with great fanfare. 

2 [count] : a short piece of music played loudly with trum¬ 
pets especially to announce that someone is arriving 

fang /*faeo/ noun, pi fangs [count] : a long, sharp tooth ■ the 
fangs of a rattlesnake ■ a tiger baring/showing its fangs 

— fanged /‘faeijd/ adj ■ a fanged monster [=a monster that 
has fangs] 

fan letter noun, pi ~~ -ters [count] : a letter sent to a famous 
person by a fan ■ She sent a fan letter to her favorite star, 
fan light noun, pi ~~ lights [count] 

1 US : a window in the shape of a half circle that is placed 
over a door or another window 

2 Brit : TRANSOM 2 

fan mail noun [noncount] : letters that are sent to a famous 
person by fans : fan letters ■ The band gets a lot of fan mail. 
fan-ny /‘faeni/ noun, pi -nies [count] informal 

1 US : the part of the body that you sit on : BurrocKS ■ I’d 
like to give him a good kick in th efanny\ 

2 Brit, offensive : a woman’s sexual organs 

fanny pack noun, pi packs [count] US : a small bag for 
carrying things that is worn with a strap which goes around a 
person’s waist 

fan-ta-size also Brit fan*ta>sise /*faent9,saiz/ verb -siz*es; 
-sized; -siz-ing : to imagine doing things that you are very 
unlikely to do : to have fantasies [no obj] — often + about ■ 
He fantasized about quitting his job and becoming a painter. 
[+ obj] She fantasized that she had won a million dollars. 
fan»tas«tic /fEen'taestik/ adj [more most ~~] 


1 : extremely good ■ That meal was fantastic! [= excellent, ter¬ 
rific] ■ We had a fantastic [-great, wonderful] time! 

2 : extremely high or great ■ The train runs at fantastic 
speeds. 

3 also fandas»ti»cal /faen'taestikal/ : very strange, unusual, 
or unlikely ■ He concocted a fantastic [-wild, outlandish] 
scheme to rob the casino. ■ fantastic creatures 

trip the light fantastic see 2 trip 

— fan*tas*ti*cal*ly /faen'taestikli/ adv ■ fantastically high 
speeds ■ My sister buys fantastically expensive clothes. 
fan*ta*sy /'faentasi/ noun, pi -sies 

1 : something that is produced by the imagination : an idea 
about doing something that is far removed from normal re¬ 
ality [noncount] His plans are pure fantasy. ■ He can hardly 
tell the difference between fantasy and reality, [count] His 
plans are just fantasies. • Her fantasy? is to be a film star. ■ ro¬ 
mantic/sexual fantasies ■ She’s living in a fantasy world. 
[=her ideas or plans are not realistic] 

2 [noncount] : the act of imagining something : imagina¬ 
tion ■ His plans are the product of pure fantasy. 

3 : a book, movie, etc., that tells a story about things that 
happen in an imaginary world [count] I spent my summer 
reading fantasies, [noncount] I spent my summer reading 
fantasy (books). 

fan-zine /'faen,zi:n/ noun, pi -zines [count] : a magazine 
that is written by and for people who are fans of a particular 
person, group, etc. ■ a musician with her own fanzine 
FAQ /'faek, |£f|ei'kju:/ abbr frequently asked question, fre¬ 
quently asked questions — used to refer to a list of questions 
and answers that is shown on a Web site to provide basic in¬ 
formation to the people who use the site 
’far I'lavl adv far-ther /'fa&6»/ or fur.ther /'fotW; far- 
thest /'fa^dast/ or fur-thest /'fa^ast/ 

1 : at or to a great distance in space or time ■ The dog wan- 
dered far from home. ■ These new discoveries will allow us to 
see far into the past. ■ She lives far out in the country. ■ the 
far distant future ■ The house is set far back from the road. ■ 
The deadline is not far off/away. ■ regions far to the north ■ a 
town not far from Chicago ■ “Where’s the park?" “It’s not far 
(from here).” ■ He still lives not far from where he was bom. ■ 
She doesn’t like being so far (away) from home. 

2 : to a great extent ■ It’s far [-much, a lot] easier to deal with 
these problems now. ■ a far better choice ■ The car is far too 
expensive. ■ The two sides are still far apart. [=a long way 
apart] ■ His policies are far different from those of his prede¬ 
cessor. ■ People are now living^ar longer. ■ “It is a far, far bet¬ 
ter thing that I do than I have ever done ...” —Charles 
Dickens, A Tale ofl\vo Cities (1859) 

3 : to or at a particular distance, point, or degree ■ Those 
birds aren’t usually seen this far north. ■ They have offices as 
far west as Ohio. ■ People come to this museum from as far 
away as California. • The word was used as far back as the 
17th century. ■ The hills extend as far as the eye can see. 

4 : to an advanced point or extent ■ These reforms don’t go 
for enough. ■ They’ve gone about as far as they can. ■ He 
drove the tent stake far [=deep] into the ground. ■ We’ve 
come too Tar to quit now. ■ We’ve accomplished a lot, but we 
still have ./hr [=a long way] to go. ■ She has a lot of talent. If 
she works hard, she should go far. [=she should be very suc¬ 
cessful] 

as far as 1 also so far as a — used in expressions like as/ 
so far as I know to say that you think a statement is true 
but that there may be something you do not know which 
makes it untrue ■ It’s safe, as far as I know. [=based on what 
I know, I think it’s safe, although it is possible that it is not 
safe] ■ The investigation isn’t making much progress, as far 
as I can sea/tell/judge, b — used in expressions like as/so 
far as (something) goes and as/so far as (something) is 
concerned to mean “about (something)” or “with regard to 
(something)” ■ He has no worries as far as money Ls con¬ 
cerned. [=he has no worries about money] ■ As far as the 
weather is concerned, we’ve been having nothing but rain 
for the past week. C — used in expressions like as/so far 
as (someone) is concerned to mean “in someone’s opin¬ 
ion” • As far as I’m concerned [=in my opinion], everything 
he says is a lie. ■ As far as she’s concerned , he’s perfect. 2 
informal : with regard to (something or someone) ■ He’s 
her e. As far as [=asfor] the others, they’ll arrive later. [=the 
others will arrive later] 

by far : by a great extent or degree ■ Frank was by far the 
best runner. = Frank was the best runner by far. 
far and away : by a great extent or degree : by far ■ The col- 
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lege is far and away the best one in the area. ■ Frank was 
far and away the best runner. 

far and wide 1 : in every direction ■ We searched far and 
wide [: ^everywhere] for the lost cat. : in many different 
places : very widely ■ He’s known far and wide for his skill 
as a cook. 2 : distant places ■ People came from far and 
wide to attend the fair. 

far be It from me : it would not be correct or appropriate 
for me — followed by to + verb • Far be it from me to tell 
you how to do your job. [=1 should not tell you how to do 
your job] — often used when you are about to give advice 
or criticism and you know that you have no real right to 
say what you are going to say ■ Far be it from me to inter- 
fere , but I don’t know why you keep dating that guy. 
far from : certainly not : not at all ■ The trip was far from a 
failure. [=the trip was not a failure at all] ■ He was far from 
(being) friendly. [=he was not at all friendly] ■ It is far from 
certain that the strike will be settled soon. ■ The investiga¬ 
tion \s far from complete. ■ She argues that the new \aw,far 
from being an aid to small businesses, will actually hurt 

them. ■ “Was the movie disappointing?” ,l Far from it! We 
had a great time!” 

far gone informal: in a very bad, weak, or confused condi¬ 
tion because of being sick, tired, drunk, etc. ■ He had been 
drinking for a couple of hours, so he was pretty forgone by 

then. ■ She was too far gone to understand what we were 
asking her. 

far off : very wrong : very far from being correct • He was 
not far off in his predictions. 
few and far between see 'few 

from far and near or from near and far : from distant plac¬ 
es and from near places : from many different places ■ peo¬ 
ple came from far and near 

how far 1 : to what extent or degree ■ She didn’t know how 
far to trust him. [=she didn’t know how much she could 
trust him] 2 — used to ask about the distance between 
places ■ How far is it (from here) to the station, please? 
in so far as see insofar as 

so far 1 : until the present time : to this point ■ He has 
written only two books so far. The phrase so far, so 
good is used to say that something (such as a project or an 
activity) has proceeded well or without problems until 
now. ■ “How’s the work on your house going?” “There’s a 
lot more to do, but so far, so good." 2 : to a certain point, 
degree, or distance ■ Intelligence will only take you so far 
without effort, [intelligence by itself is not enough for 
success; effort is also needed] 
so far as see as far as 1 (above) 

thus far : until the present time : so far ■ 7hus far the results 
have been disappointing. 

2 far adj, always used before a noun farther or further; far- 
Hfhest or furthest 

1 : very distant in space or time ■ the far comers of the world 
■ the far horizon ■ the far reaches of outer space ■ the far past 

2 — used to refer to the side, end, etc., that is more distant ■ 
There is a fishing camp on the far side of the lake, but noth¬ 
ing on the near side. ■ the far bank of the river ■ a table at the 
far end of the room 

a far cry from see 2 cry 

the far left : the group of people whose political views are 
the most liberal ■ His nomination is opposed by members 
of the far left. 

the far right : the group of people whose political views are 
the most conservative ■ His nomination is opposed by 
members of the far right. 

far-away /'far3,wei/ adj : very distant ■ My grandfather told 
us tales of faraway lands. 4* If you have a faraway look in 
your eyes, you are not paying attention to what is happening 
around you; you appear to be thinking about something that 
is far away. ■ Don’t bother talking to her when she gets that 
faraway look in her eyes, 
farce /'foa-s/ noun, pi farc-es 

1 a [count] : a funny play or movie about ridiculous situa¬ 
tions and events b [noncount] : the style of humor that oc¬ 
curs in a farce * an actor with a talent for farce 

2 [count] disapproving : something that is so bad that it is 
seen as ridiculous ■ This trial is a farce. [=travesty] ■ The elec¬ 
tion turned out to be a complete/utter farce. [=fiasco] 

— far-ci-cal /'farreikal/ adj [more most ~] ■ a farcical 
[= ludicrous, ridiculous] situation 
1 fare /Tea 1 / verb fares; fared; farming [no obj] : to do some¬ 
thing well or badly ■ How did you fare [=do] on your exam? ■ 
The team hasn't fared [=done] well in recent weeks. 


2 fare noun, pi fares 

1 [count] : the money a person pays to travel on a bus, train, 
boat, or airplane or in a taxi ■ I need some coins for the bus 
fare. — see also airfare, carfare 

2 [count] : a passenger who pays a fare ■ The taxi driver 
picked up his fares at the airport. 

3 [noncount] : a specified kind of food ■ Less expensive fare 
is available at the restaurant across the street. — sometimes 
used figuratively to refer to things shown on television, in 
movies, etc. ■ Many parents dislike the violent fare [=the vio¬ 
lent programs/material] on television. 

Far East noun 

the Far East : the countries of eastern and southeastern 
Asia (such as China, Japan, North Korea, South Korea, 
and Vietnam) — compare middle east, near east 
1 fare-well /fea^'wel/ inter], formal + literary ; 'goodbye ■ 
Farewell , good friend, until we meet again. 

2 farewell noun, pi -wells [count] formal + literary 

1 : something that you say to a person who is leaving 
: goodbye ■ She bid/wished me farewell. ■ They said their 
farewells and headed home. ■ a fond farewell 

2 : an act of leaving ■ I will take my farewell of this place to¬ 
morrow. (=1 will leave this place tomorrow] 

3 farewell /'fea-.wcl/ adj, always used before a noun : done 
when someone is leaving, ending a career, etc. ■ The band 
gave a farewell concert. ■ a farewell party/speech/perfor¬ 
mance 

4 farewell /fea^'wel/ verb -wells; -welled; -well-ing [+ obj] 
chiefly Australia + New Zealand : to bid farewell to (someone 
who is leaving) ■ The retiring teacher was farewelled by the 
whole school at a special assembly, 
far-fetched /'fa^'fetft/ adj [more most ~]: not likely to 
happen or be true ■ The movie features a far-fetched plot to 
kidnap the President. 

far—flling /'fa^'flAT 'll adj [more most ~] 

1 : covering a very large area ■ a far-flung [=vast] media em¬ 
pire 

2 : located in a very distant place ■ a far-flung trading post in 
the Arctic 

1 farm /'foam/ noun, pi farms [count] 

1 : a piece of land used for growing crops or raising animals ■ 
She grew up on a dairy farm. • Running a farm is hard work. 

■ a vegetable farm 

2 : an area of water where fish, oysters, etc., are raised ■ a 
fish farm ■ an oyster farm 

buy the farm see 'buy 

2 farm verb farms; farmed; farm-ing : to use land for grow¬ 
ing food or raising animals [+ obj] My uncle has been farm¬ 
ing this land for 60 years. • farm 200 acres [no obj] My uncle 
has been farming on this land for 60 years. 
farm out [phrasal verb] farm (something) out or farm out 
(something) : to send out (work) to be done by others ■ 
The company decided to farm out the job of upgrading 
their Web site. 

farm-er /'foama/ noun, pi -ers [count]: a person who runs a 
farm ■ My uncle has been a farmer for 60 years. ■ hog farmers 

■ a cotton farmer 

farm-hand /'faamjhsend/ noun, pi -hands [count] : a per¬ 
son who is hired to work on a farm 
farm-house /'faa*m,haus/ noun, pi -hous-es [count] : a 
house on a farm 

farming noun [noncount] : the job or business of running a 
farm 

farm-land /'faam^send/ noun [noncount] : land used or 
suitable for farming ■ 50 acres of rich farmland 
farm-stead /'faam^ted/ noun, pi -steads [count] : a farm 
with its buildings 

farm team noun, pi ~ teams [count] baseball : a minor- 
league baseball team that is associated with a major-league 
team 

farm-yard / , fa3‘m 1 jaa , d/ noun, pi -yards [count] : barn¬ 
yard 

far—Off /'faa^cr.f/ adj ■ very far away in time or space ■ tales 
of far-off lands ■ Some far-off day you will thank me. 
far—OUt /'faa^aut/ adj [more most ~] informal : very 
strange or unusual ■ My sister wears some pretty far-out 
clothes. 

far—reach-ing /'faa^rktfirj/ai# [more most ~]: affecting 

many people or things : having a wide range or influence ■ 
The court issued a far-reaching decision. ■ The theory has 
far-reaching implications for the future of the planet. 
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far-sight-ed /'faassaitad/ adj [more most ~] 

1 chiefly US : able to see things that are far away more clear¬ 
ly than things that are near ■ He wears glasses because he is 
farsighted. [=(Brit ) longsighted] — compare nearsighted 

2 a : able to predict what will or might happen in the future 
■ plans made by farsighted city leaders b : made or done 
while thinking about what will happen in the future • far¬ 
sighted investments ■ a farsighted plan/approach — opposite 
SHORTSIGHTED 

- far-slght-ed-ly adv - far-sight-ed-ness noun [non¬ 
count] • She had her eyes tested for farsightedness. • the far¬ 
sightedness of city leaders 

1 fart /'fa &t/ verb farts; fart-ed; farming [no obj] informal + 
impolite : to release gas from the anus 
fart around informal + impolite : to waste time : to spend 
time doing activities that have no serious purpose • Quit 
farting around [=messing around,fooling around] and finish 
your work! 

2 fart noun, pi farts [count] informal + impolite 

1 : a release of gas from the anus 

2 : an annoying or unpleasant person ■ a cranky old fart 

1 far-ther /'faa-cW adv : to or at or to a more distant place or 
time or a more advanced point : further ■ drive farther 
north • It’s farther away than I’d thought. ■ I tried to read the 
book, but I got no farther [-further] than the first chapter. ■ 
You think I don’t like you? Nothing could be farther from the 
truth. [=it is completely untrue that I don't like you; I like 
you very much] 

2 farther adj, always used before a noun : more distant: fur¬ 
ther ■ the farther side of town 
1 far-thest /'faa-dast/ adv 

1 : to or at the greatest distance in space or time : furthest 
• He chose the seat farthest from the door. ■ We had a contest 
to see who could hit a golf ball the farthest. 

2 : to the most advanced point; furthest ■ This plan goes 
farthest toward achieving our goal. 

3 chiefly US : by the greatest degree or extent : most, fur¬ 
thest ■ Of all the paintings, this one is the farthest removed 
from reality. 

farthest adj, always used before a noun : most distant in 
space or time : furthest • the farthest frontier ■ the farthest 
reaches of space — often used figuratively ■ Food is Xhefar- 
thest thing from my mind right now. [=1 am not thinking 
about food at all] 

far-thing /'faa-dii)/ noun, pi -things [count]: a former Brit¬ 
ish coin that had a value equal to V « of a penny 
faS'Cia /'feijija/ noun, pi -cias [count] 

1 technical : a long, thin board that covers the area where a 
wall joins a roof — called also fascia board 

2 /'fe/ija/ medical: a sheet of tissue that covers or connects 
parts inside the body (such as muscles) 

3 also fascia /'fei/a/ Brit : dashboard 

fas-ci-nate /'fesaineit/ verb -nates; -nat-ed; -nat-ing : to 
cause (someone) to be very interested in something or some¬ 
one [+ oty] His strange behavior fascinated the children. = 
He fascinated the children with his strange behavior. ■ Her 
paintings fascinate me. = I’m fascinated by/with her paint¬ 
ings. ■ a question that fascinates both biologists and anthro¬ 
pologists [no obj] Her paintings never fail to fascinate. 

— fas*ci-na-tion /(foesa'neijan/ noun [noncount] the chil¬ 
dren’s growing fascination with his strange behavior 
[=their increasing strong interest in his behavior] ■ I’ve 
studied her paintings with fascination. [=a strong desire to 
look at and think about them] [singular] Her paintings 
have/hold a real fascination for me. [=they interest me 
deeply] 

fas-ci-nat-ing / l f2es3,neitii]/ adj [more most ~]; very in¬ 
teresting or appealing ■ a fascinating book • Her paintings are 
fascinating. ■ It’s fascinating (to watch) how a child’s lan¬ 
guage skills develop. 

- fas-ci-nat-ing-ly adv 
fas-cism /'fejizam/ noun [noncount] 

1 or Fas-cism : a way of organizing a society in which a 
government ruled by a dictator controls the lives of the peo¬ 
ple and in which people are not allowed to disagree with the 
government • the rise of Fascism in Europe before World 
WarH 

2 : very harsh control or authority • corporate fascism 

— fas-cist or Fas-cist /'fxfist/ noun, pi -cists [count] ■ no¬ 

torious fascists — fascist or Fascist adj • a Fascist state 
— fas-cist-ic or Fas-cist-ic /fse'Jistik /adj [more most 

~] ■ a fascistic organization 


fash-ion /'fsejan/ noun, pi -ions 

“TaTTpopular way of dressing during a particular time or 
among a particular group of people [count] Jewelry and 
c\oth\r\g fashions vary with the season, [noncount] Long, full 
skirts were (all/very much) the fashion in those days. ■ 
fashion -conscious shoppers [=shoppers who know what 
styles are popular] ■ Short skirts are currently in fashion. 
[=are currently popular] ■ Short skirts have come back into 
fashion. ■ Those ruffled blouses went out of fashion years 
ago. b [noncount] : the business of creating and selling 
clothes in new styles ■ the world of fashion — often used be¬ 
fore another noun • the fashion industry • She reads all the 
fashion magazines. [=magazines about the newest fashions] ■ 
We attended a fashion show, [-a show at which people who 
design clothes show their new designs] — see also HIGH 
fashion c fashions [plural] : clothes that are popular ■ 
She always wears the latest fashions. 

2 : a style, way of behaving, etc., that is popular in a particu¬ 
lar time and place [count] Literary fashions have changed in 
recent years, [noncount] Action movies are (all) the fashion 
in Hollywood these days. = Action movies are in fashion in 
Hollywood these days. ■ Her theories have fallen/gone out of 
fashion. [=are no longer popular] 

3 : a specified way of acting or behaving — usually used af¬ 
ter in [singular] His friends noticed that he was behaving in 
a strange fashion. [=behaving strangely] • We started the 
meeting in an orderly fashion, [noncount] We all lined up in 
orderly fashion. 

after a fashion : to a slight or minor degree : somewhat ■ I 
can play the piano after a fashion, but I can’t play anything 
difficult. 

2 f ash ion verb -ions; -ioned; -ion-ing [+ obj] : to form 
(something) into something else ■ Students fashioned the clay 
into small figures. : to make (something) from something 
else ■ figures fashioned [=formed] from clay ■ She used the 
scraps of fabric to fashion a little doll’s dress. ■ a table fash¬ 
ioned out of an old door 

fash-ion-able /'fsejanabal/ adi [more most ~ ] 

1 : currently popular ■ fashionable clothes [=clothes that are 
popular; clothes that are in fashion] ■ She wore a sleek black 
dress and fashionable [=stylish] shoes. ■ fashionable cars ■ a 
fashionable cafe ■ It isn’t fashionable to express such an opin¬ 
ion these days. 

2 : dressing and acting in a way that is currently popular ■ 
fashionable people who know all the right restaurants 

— fash-ion-ably /'fsejanabli/ adv ■ She was fashionably 
dressed, as usual. ■ He arrived at the party fashionably late. 
[=he arrived at the party slightly late, which is the fashion¬ 
able thing to do] 

fash-ion-IS-ta Afaeja'niista/ noun, pi -tas [count] informal 
: a person who designs, sells, or is very interested in clothing 
fashions 

fashion plate noun, pi ~ plates [count] : a person who 
dresses in the current fashions : a fashionable person <*■ The 
term fashion plate is often used in a disapproving way to de¬ 
scribe someone who cares too much about fashion. 

1 fast /'faest, Brit 'fa:st/ adj fast-er; -est 

TJmore most ~] a : moving or able to move quickly ■ 
She’s a very fast runner. • a fast car ■ a fast pitch ■ maintaining 
a fast [=quick] pace ■ blazingly/blindingly fast b : happening 
quickly : taking a short amount of time • a fast race ■ We’re 
off to a fast start. ■ We’re now experiencing a faster rate of in¬ 
flation. ■ I’d like to take a fast [=(more commonly) quick] 
look at my records, c : operating quickly • a fast computer 
d : doing something or able to do something quickly • a fast 
learner e : allowing movement at a great speed ■ a fast road 
■ We took the faster route. — see also fast lane, fast 
TRACK 

2 of a clock or watch : showing a time that is later than the 
correct time ■ My watch is (ten minutes) fast. 

3 photography : allowing photographs to be taken very 
quickly or when there is very little light ■ fast film 

4 informal a : tricky and unfair ■ Be careful that he doesn’t 
puli a fast one on you. [=that he doesn’t trick or deceive you] 
b : earned or gotten quickly and often in a dishonest way ■ 
She’s always looking to make a fast buck. ■ fast money C 
: quick and not safe to trust ■ He gave us a lot of fast talk 
about how he was going to solve all our problems. — see 
also FAST-TALK 

5 old-fashioned + humorous a : actively seeking excitement 
or pleasure : wild ■ He runs with a pretty fast crowd. • fast 
living b of women : very willing to have sex ■ a typical West- 
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em filled with outlaws, gamblers, and fast women 

6 a : placed, tied, or attached in a way that is not easily 
moved ■ Make the rope fast [=tie the rope securely] to the an¬ 
chor. b : closed tightly ■ Make sure the door is fast. [=(more 
commonly) shut fast\ C : impossible to change — used in 
the phrase hard and fast • There are no hard and fast rules to 
be followed when you plan a vacation. [=there are many 
ways to plan a vacation] d : not likely to fade ■ fast colors 

7 : very loyal or faithful ■ They became fast friends. 

fast and furious : in a very fast and forceful way : with one 
thing following another very quickly <>■ The phrase fast 
and furious is used both as an adjective and as an adverb. ■ 
The action was fast and furious. • The questions were com¬ 
ing at me fast and furious. • The jokes were flying fast and 
furious. 

play fast and loose see ‘play 
2 fast adv faster; -est 

1 : with great speed ■ The boss expects this to be done this af¬ 
ternoon, so you'd better work fast. ■ You’re driving too fasti • 
He ran as fast as he could. ■ a /art-paced story : in a very 
short time : very quickly ■ This is fast becoming a national 
problem. ■ You need to act fast to take advantage of this of¬ 
fer. ■ species that are fast disappearing = species that are dis¬ 
appearing/^/ ■ I don’t know what caused the accident. It all 
happened so fast. — opposite slow, slowly 

2 a : in a quick and intelligent way ■ She’s a woman who can 
think fast in a crisis. ■ You catch on fast, b : quickly and in a 
way that is meant to deceive or persuade someone ■ He’s go¬ 
ing to have to talk fast to get himself out of this mess. — see 
also FAST-TALK 

3 : in a way that is not easily moved or changed ■ The win¬ 
dow was stuck fast. • She held fast to her belief in justice. ■ 
We must stand fast and not surrender! 

fast and furious see 'fast 
fast asleep see asleep 

going/getting nowhere fast informal <>■ To be going/getting 
nowhere fast is to be failing to make progress or to produce 
a desired result. ■ The plan for a new stadium is going no¬ 
where fast. 

not so fast informal — used in speech to say that you dis¬ 
agree with what someone has said or to tell someone to 
stop or slow down ■ “This proves they’re wrong.” “ Not so 
fast. There’s other evidence to consider.” • “The discussion 
is closed.” “ Not so fast. I have a few more things to say.” 
3 fast verb fasts; fast*ed; fast-ing [no obj ] : to eat no food 
for a period of time ■ She always fasts on Yom Kippur. ■ Pa¬ 
tients must fast for six hours before having the procedure. 

— fasting noun [noncount\ • periods of fasting • a time of 
fasting and prayer 

4 fast noun , pi fasts [count] : a period of time when you do not 
eat any food : a time of fasting ■ He went on a fast [=he ate 
nothing] for several days. ■ We broke our fast just after sun¬ 
set. ■ observing a fast day [=a day on which people do not eat 
any food because of their religion] 
fast«ball /'f 2 est,ba:l, Brit 'fa:st|ba:l/ noun, pi -balls [count] 
baseball : a pitch that is thrown at full speed : a very fast 
pitch ■ He struck him out with a fastball. 
fast break noun, pi ~ breaks [count] basketball : a quick 
movement toward the net in an attempt to score before the 
opposing players can reach their defensive positions 
fas*ten /'tesn, Brit 'fa:sn/ verb fas-tens: fas-tened; fas¬ 
tening 

1 a [+ obj] : to attach (something) or join (two things or two 
parts of something) especially by using a pin, nail, etc. ■ fas¬ 
tening clothes on/onto a clothesline ■ He fastened the dog’s 
leash to a post and went into the store. ■ two boards fastened 
together by/with nails ■ a decorative clasp that could be used 
to fasten a cape or cloak b [no obj ] ofparts of something : to 
become attached or joined • a shoe that fastens with a buckle 
■ This dress fastens in the back. 

2 a [+ obj] : to put something in a position or location in 
such a way that it will not move • Fasten your seat belt. ■ She 
twisted her hair into a bun and fastened it with bobby pins. ■ 
Make sure the lid is tightly fastened, b : to close and lock 
(something, such as a window or door) [+ obj] Make sure 
that the doors and windows are all (securely) fastened, [no 
obj] The lock was so damaged it wouldn’t fasten. 

3 : to grip and hold something with (your hand, teeth, etc.) 
[+ obj] He fastened his hands on/around my arm and 
wouldn’t let go. ■ The dog fastened its teeth on my sleeve. 
[no obj] His hands fastened on/around my arm. 

fasten on [phrasal verb] fasten (something) on (something) 


or fasten on (something) : to direct (something, such as 
your eyes or attention) to (something) • They fastened their 
eyes on the distant ship. [=they looked at it steadily] ■ She 
fastened her attention on the problem. [=she gave all her 
attention to the problem] ■ They had fastened the blame on 
the wrong man. [=they had blamed the wrong man] • She 
fastened [-pinned] (all) her hopes on getting the job. 
fasten onto [phrasal verb] fasten onto (something) : to grip 
and tightly hold (something) ■ The stranger fastened onto 
my arm and wouldn’t let go. — often used figuratively ■ 
Once he fastens onto a subject he just won’t let it drop. 

— fas*ten*er /'fcespas Brit 'faspa 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] • 
windows held shut by rusty fasteners 

fas«ten*ing /'fsespir), Brit 'fasnio/ noun, pi -ings [count] 
: something that fastens one thing to another thing • a coat 
with button and loop fastenings 
fast food noun, pi ~ foods : food that is prepared and 
served quickly : food from a restaurant that makes and 
serves food very quickly [noncount] They eat a lot of fast 
food, [count] Most fast foods are high in calories. 

— fast—food adj, always used before a noun • a fast-food res¬ 
taurant 

1 fast—for*ward /.fcest'forwad, Brit (faist'frvwad/ noun [/ ton- 
count] 

1 : a function that causes a recording (such as a videotape) 
to go forward at a speed that is faster than normal ■ Hit the 
fast-forward button. — opposite 2 rewind 

2 : a state in which something is quickly developing or pro¬ 
gressing ■ Taking those classes put her career in fast-forward. 

2 fast—forward verb -wards; -ward-ed; -warding 

1 [+ obj ]: to cause (a recording) to go forward at a speed that 
is faster than normal ■ We fast-forwarded the tape to get to 
the last song. — opposite ‘rewind 

2 [no obj] : to move forward through time quickly ■ He 
wished he could fast-forward to the future, when he would 
no longer be a student. 

fas-tid*i*OUS /fce'stidijas ! adj [more most ~] 

1 : very careful about how you do something ■ He is fastidi¬ 
ous about keeping the house clean. ■ a fastidious dresser/ 
scholar 

2 : liking few things : hard to please ■ a fastidious eater/diner 

3 : wanting to always be clean, neat, etc. ■ She was too fastid¬ 
ious to do anything that might get her dirty. 

— fas*tld*i*ous*ly adv • a fastidiously researched book •fas¬ 
tidiously dressed — fas*tid*i*ous*ness noun [noncount] • 
She’s known for her fastidiousness as a scholar. 

fast lane noun, pi ~ lanes 

1 [count] : a section of a highway for cars that are traveling 
at high speeds ■ I pulled into the fast lane to pass the truck. 

2 [singular] : a way of living that makes you very busy or 
that is full of excitement and often danger — usually used in 
the phrase life in the fast lane • He likes to live life in the fast 
lane, going from one wild party to the next. 

fast*ness /'feestnas, Brit 'faistnas/ noun, pi -ness*es 
[count] literary : a place that is difficult to get to or that can 
be easily defended if it is attacked ■ a remote mountain fast¬ 
ness [=; stronghold, fortress] 

fast—talk /'f 2 est,ta:k, Brit 'fa:st,to:k/ verb -talks; -talked; 
-talk-ing [+ obj] informal : to influence or persuade (some¬ 
one) by talking quickly in a confident and often dishonest 
way ■ The salesperson fast-talked him into buying the car for 
more than it was worth. ■ He fast-talked the old woman out 
of a large piece of her property. — see also ‘fast 4c 

— fast-talk*er noun, pi -ers [count] - fast-talking adj • a 
fast-talking salesperson 

fast track noun [singular] : a process or way of proceeding 
that produces a desired result quickly ■ The proposed law is 
on a fast track to/for approval. [=it is being given special 
treatment so that it will be approved quickly] ■ She hoped 
that her college degree would put her on the fast track to 
success in the business world. [=would make it possible for 
her to succeed quickly in the business world] 

— fast-track /'fcest.trzek, Brit 'faist.trzek/ verb -tracks; 
-tracked; -tracking [+ obj] • The proposed new law is 
being fast-tracked for approval. — fast—track adj, always 
used before a noun • fast-track approval ■ fast-track careers 

1 fat /'fzet/ adj fat*ter; fat-test 
~~T : having a lot of extra flesh on your body : having a lot of 
body fat ■ The dog is getting fat because you feed him too 
much. ■ a exile, fat baby ■ I can’t believe I’ve let myself get so 
fat. • a movie that has a lot of fat jokes [=jokes about fat peo¬ 
ple] *$■ Fat can be an insulting word when it is used to de- 
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scribe a person. ■ She called him a big,./a/ slob. ■ She’s gotten 
really fat. [=(more politely) big, heavy] — opposite 'thin 

2 : having a full, rounded form ■ a fat belly ■ a fat, juicy 
peach A fat lip is a lip that is swollen because of injury, es¬ 
pecially from being punched. ■ He threatened to give me a fat 
lip. [=he threatened to punch me] 

3 : unusually wide or thick ■ a fat book of poems ■ a fat enve¬ 
lope • a truck with fat tires 

4 informal: containing, providing, or costing a large amount 
of money ■ a fat bank account ■ He signed a fat contract. ■ 
The company offered her a fat salary. ■ a fat check [=a check 
for a large amount of money] ■ He had to pay a fat [=big] 
fine. 

5 informal + disapproving : successful or wealthy ■ The com¬ 
pany grew fat on profits during the war. 

6 baseball: easy to hit ■ a fat pitch right down the middle of 
the plate 

big fat — used for emphasis ■ That’s a big fat lie! ■ Come here 
and give me a big fat kiss. ■ He came home with a big fat F 
[=a failing grade] on his report card. 
fat chance see 'chance 

it ain’t over until/till the fat lady sings see lady 

— fat-ness noun [noncount] • body fatness 
2 fat noun, pi fats 

1 [noncount] : the soft flesh on the bodies of people and ani¬ 
mals that helps keep the body warm and is used to store en¬ 
ergy ■ people with excess body fat ■ a diet and exercise pro¬ 
gram to help you gain muscle and lose fat ■ exercises that 
burn fat = fat-burning exercises [=exercises that make your 
body use the fat it has stored] — see also baby fat 

2 : an oily solid or liquid substance in food [noncount] Nuts 
contain a lot of fat. ■ milk/bacon/fr/ ■ Trim the fat from the 
meat before you cook it. • foods that are high in fat = foods 
with a high fat content ■ reducing dietary fat ■ a diet low in fat 
[=a low-fat diet] [count] a diet low in fats ■ saturated fats ■ 
fats like butter and olive oil — see also deep fat 

3 [noncount] : an amount that is more than what is usual or 
needed : EXCESS ■ trim the fat off/from the budget 

chew the fat see 'chew 

live off/on the fat of the land To live off/on the fat of the 
land is to live very well, enjoying the best things that are 
available without having to work hard to get those things. ■ 
They retired several years ago and have been living on the 
fat of the land ever since, 
fatal /'feit]/ adj [more most ~~] 

1 : causing death ■ a fatal accident ■ a disease that is often fa¬ 
tal ■ a fatal blow • a chemical that can be fatal to birds 
synonyms see 'deadly 

2 : causing ruin or failure ■ She made a fatal mistake/error. ■ 
The plan contained a fatal flaw. [=a flaw that would cause it 
to fail] ■ a fatal weakness 

— fa-tal-ly adv • fatally shot/wounded 

fa*tal*ism /'feitajizam/ noun [noncount] : the belief that 
what will happen has already been decided and cannot be 
changed ■ Many people seem to have developed a sense of fa¬ 
talism about the war. 

— fata List /'feitalist/ noun, pi -ists [count] • He’s a fatalist 
about the future. - fa-tal-istic /,feit3'hstik/ adj [more 
most ~] ■ a fatalistic attitude/philosophy — fatal-isti- 
cal-ly /,feit3'listikli/ adv 

fatal-ity /fei'taslati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [count] : a death that results from a disaster, accident, etc. ■ 
The car crash caused one fatality and several serious injuries. 
■ war fatalities 

2 [noncount] : a tendency to result in death ■ a disease with a 
high fatality rate [=a disease that frequently causes death] 

fat Cat noun, pi ~ cats [count] informal + disapproving : an 
important, wealthy, or powerful person ■ The best seats in 
the theater were reserved for the fat cats. ■ political fat cats 

— fat—cat adj, always used before a noun ■ fat-cat business 
executives 

fat City noun [noncount] US slang : a very comfortable con¬ 
dition or situation in life ■ He thinks he’s going to win the lot¬ 
tery, and then he’ll be in fat city. 
fate /'feit/ noun, pi fates 

1 [noncount] : a power that is believed to control what hap¬ 
pens in the future • They thought they would never see each 
other again, but fate brought them back together. ■ a surpris¬ 
ing tum/twist/quirk of fate 

2 [count] : the things that will happen to a person or thing 
: the future that someone or something will have • The boy 
disappeared, and his fate was unknown [=no one knew what 


happened to him] for many years. ■ Exile was his fate. - It 
was his fate to be exiled. [=he was exiled] ■ The two compa¬ 
nies suffered a common fate. [=the same thing happened to 
both companies] ■ One company went bankrupt, and a simi¬ 
lar fate befell the other. ■ her sad/unhappy/tragic fate ■ Con¬ 
gress will decide the bill’s fate tomorrow. [=will vote to ac¬ 
cept or reject the bill tomorrow] ■ Her fate was sealed by the 
marriage arrangement made in her youth. ■ She regarded 
poverty as a fate worse than death. [=as worse than dying] ■ 
Like his father, he met his fate [=he died] on the battlefield. 
synonyms see destiny 
tempt fate see tempt 

fat*ed /'feitad/ acjj : certain to do or be something ■ The two 
of them seemed fated [=destined] for each other. ■ He felt he 
was fated to be famous.; especially : certain to die or suffer in 
a particular way ■ a kingdom fated [= doomed] to collapse ■ a 
character fated to die young — see also ill-fated 
fat farm noun, pi ~ farms [count] chiefly US, informal : a 
place where people go to lose weight by eating a special diet, 
exercising, etc. 

fate*ful /‘feitfal/ adj : having important results ■ She made 
the fateful [-momentous] decision to go back home to face 
her mother. ■ His life changed on that fateful November 
evening. ; producing a serious and usually bad result ■ Hun¬ 
dreds perished on that fateful day. ■ Her campaign took a 
fateful turn. 

— fate-fuMy adv 

fat—free adj : containing no fat ■ The cereal is fat-free. ■ fat- 
free milk 

fat-head /‘fashed/ noun, pi -heads [count] informal : a stu¬ 
pid person ■ Don’t be such a fathead}. 

— fat-head-ed /'fast'hedad/ adj [more —; most ~~] • a fat¬ 
headed [=stupid] idea/person — fat-head-ed-ness noun 
[noncount] 

1 farther /'fa.-bay noun, pi -thers [count] 

T ; a male parent ■ He became a father when he was 30. • He’s 
the father of three small children. • He has been like a father 
to me. • the foal’s father ■ He’s a single father. [=a father who 
does not have a wife or partner] The expression like father, 
like son means that a son is like his father in character, be¬ 
havior, etc. ■ “He’s very stubborn.” “Well, like father, like 
son." [=his father is also stubborn] — see also birth fa¬ 
ther, GRANDFATHER, STEPFATHER 

2 ; a man who is thought of as being like a father ■ He was a 
father to me after my own father died. 

3 Father : god 1 ■ heavenly Father — see also our father 

4 formal : a person who was in someone’s family in past 
times : ancestor, forefather — usually plural • She in¬ 
herited the land on which her fathers toiled. ■ the faith of his 
fathers 

5 : a man who invents or begins something — usually singu¬ 
lar ■ the father of modem science ■ George Washington is the 
father of our country. — see also founding father 

6 old-fashioned : an older man who is one of the leaders of a 
city, town, etc. — usually plural ■ Will the city fathers agree 
to it? 

7 : a priest especially in the Roman Catholic Church or the 
Orthodox Church — used especially as a title or as a form of 
address ■ Father Fitzgerald ■ Good morning, Father. — see 
also HOLY FATHER 

— father-hood /'fccda^hud/ noun [noncount] • a young 
man who didn’t yet seem ready for fatherhood — father¬ 
less /'fcLftatas/ adj ■ a fatherless child 

2 father verb -thers; -thered; -ther-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to become the father of (a child) ; to make a woman 
pregnant so that she gives birth to (a child) ■ He fathered 
three children. 

2 of a man ; to invent, create, or produce (something) ■ He 
was praised for fathering a plan to improve the city’s schools. 

Father Christmas noun [singular] Brit: Santa claus 
father figure noun, pi ~ -ures [count]: an older man who 
is respected and admired like a father ■ The coach was a 
stem, wise father figure to his players, 
father—in—law /'fa.5a^n,la:/ noun, pi fathers—in—law 
/'fa:5;*z3n,la:/ [count] : the father of your husband or wife 
father-land / , fa:53 , |lasnd/ noun, pi -lands [count] : the 
country where you were bom or where your family came 
from — usually singular ■ He fought to protect his father- 
land. — often used with the ■ Her grandmother told them 
stories of the fatherland. Fatherland can refer to any coun¬ 
try, but it is often associated especially with Germany. 

— compare motherland 



601 


fatherly • favor 


fa-ther-ly /'faifta-li/ adj [more most ~] : of a father ■ fa - 
therly [-paternal] responsibilities : resembling a father ■ a fa¬ 
therly old man : showing the affection or concern of a father 
•fatherly advice ■ He took a fatherly interest in the careers of 
younger writers. 

Father’s Day noun, pi ~ Days [count, noncount ] : the 
third Sunday in June treated as a special day for honoring fa¬ 
thers 

1 fath*om /'fasbam/ noun, pi -oms [count] : a unit of length 
equal to six feet (about 1.8 meters) used especially for mea¬ 
suring the depth of water • The water here is five fathoms 
deep. 

2 fathom verb -oms; -omed; -om-ing [+ obj] : to understand 
the reason for (something) ■ I couldn’t fathom why she made 
such a foolish decision. = I couldn’t fathom her reasons for 
making such a foolish decision. • (Brit) I couldn’t fathom out 
her reasons. — see also unfathomable 
'fa-tigue /fa'thg/ noun, pi -tigues 

1 [noncount] : the state of being very tired : extreme weari¬ 
ness ■ We were overcome by fatigue after the long journey. ■ 
The drug’s side effects include headache and fatigue. 

2 fatigues [plural] : the uniform that soldiers wear when 
they are doing physical work ■ soldiers wearing combat 
boots and fatigues ■ army/military fatigues 

3 [noncount] technical : the tendency of a material (such as 
metal) to break after being bent or moved many times ■ The 
cracks in the engine were caused by metal fatigue. 

2 fatigue verb -tigues; -tigued; -tigu-ing [+ obj\ : to make 
(someone) tired — usually used as (be) fatigued • We were fa¬ 
tigued by the long journey. 

— fatigued adj [more most ~] ■ He always left work feel¬ 
ing somewhat fatigued. [=tired] • mentally fatigued 
— fatiguing adj [more —; most ~] ■ a very fatiguing [fir¬ 
ing] journey ■ an emotionally fatiguing experience 

fat-SO /'faetsou/ noun, pi -soes [count] informal + offensive 
: a fat person 

fat-ten /'faetn/ verb -tens; -tened; -tending /'fetnio/ 

1 [+ obj] : to make (someone or something) fat • fatten (up) 
pigs for slaughter 

2 [no obj] : to become fat — usually + up • Bears need to fat¬ 
ten up for the winter. 

— fattening adj [more ~v most ~] ■ Sauces made with cream 
are very fattening. [=they are very likely to make people 
fat] ■ I’m trying to avoid fattening foods. 

1 fat-ty /•fasti/ a$'fat-ti-er; -est [more most —]: containing 

fat and especially a large amount of fat ■ a rather fatty steak ■ 
fatty tissue ■ I try to avoid fatty foods. 

— fat-ti-ness noun [noncount] 

2 fatty noun, pi -ties [count] informal + offensive : a fat person 
fatty acid noun, pi ~ acids [count] : an acid that is natural¬ 
ly in fats and various oils 

Fat Tuesday noun [ noncount] US : shrove Tuesday 
fa-tll-ity /fa'tuiwati, Brit fa'tjuiati/ noun, pi -it*ies formal 

1 [noncount] : a foolish or stupid quality : a fatuous quality • 
the fatuity of these policies 

2 [count] : something foolish or stupid : a fatuous remark ■ 
politicians exchanging/a/w/ft'es about the need for campaign 
reform 

fat-U-OUS /'fastfuwas/ adj [more most —] : foolish or stu¬ 
pid ■ fatuous remarks ■ fatuous notions 

-fat-u-ous-ly adv - fat-u-ous-ness noun [noncount] • 
the fatuousness of the remarks 

fau-cet /'fa:s3t/ noun, pi -cets [count] US : a device that is 
used to control the flow of water from a pipe ■ turn on/off 
the faucet [=tap] — see pictures at bathroom, kitchen 
1 fault /'fa:lt/ noun, pi faults 

1 [count] a : a bad quality or part of someone’s character 
: a weakness in character ■ He loved her despite her many 
faults. [= failings ] • Lack of courage is his worst fault. • In spite 
of her faults , she’s a loyal friend. = For all her faults , she’s a 
loyal friend, b : a problem or bad part that prevents some¬ 
thing from being perfect: a flaw or defect ■ We discussed the 
book’s strengths and faults. [= weaknesses ] ■ If the book has a 
fault, it’s that it’s too long. 

2 [noncount] : responsibility for a problem, mistake, bad sit¬ 
uation, etc. ■ The accident was not her fault. [=she did not 
cause the accident; she should not be blamed for the acci¬ 
dent] ■ It’s all my fault. [=1 am responsible] ■ It’s your own 
fault you missed that bus. ■ Through no fault of his own, he 
won’t be able to attend the meeting. 

3 [count] tennis : a mistake that results in a bad serve • She 


committed too many faults to win the match. — see also 
DOUBLE FAULT 

4 [count] geology : a break in the Earth’s crust ■ Frequent 
earthquakes have occurred along the San Andreas Fault, 
at fault : deserving blame for something bad : responsible 
■ She’s not at fault for the accident. • It will be difficult to 
determine who’s really at fault, 
find fault see ‘find 

to a fault : to a great or excessive degree • generous to a fault 
[=very generous or too generous] ■ honest to a fault 

— fault-less /'failtlas/ adj ■ a faultless [-perfect, flawless] per¬ 
formance — fault-less-ly adv • She performed faultlessly. 

— fault-less-ness noun [noncount] 

2 fault verb faults; fault-ed; fault-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to criticize (something) ■ One critic faulted the book as 
(being) too long. 

2 : to blame or criticize (someone) ■ The truck driver was 
faulted for the accident. ■ Many have faulted her for not act¬ 
ing sooner. • I can’t fault him for trying to protect his family. 

fault-find-er /'failtjamd &i noun, pi -ers [count] : a person 
who criticizes someone or something often in a way that is 
not fair or reasonable ■ Faultfinders were quick to point out 
inconsistencies in the study. — see also find fault at 'find 

— fault-find-ing /'fail^famdig/ noun [noncount] ■ constant 
faultfinding — fault-find-ing adj ■ a faultfinding analysis 

faulty /'failti/ adj fault-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 
: having a mistake, fault, or weakness : imperfect ■ a faulty 
argument ■ a faulty design ■ The report is based on faulty 
[= inaccurate ] statistics. 

— fault-i-ly /'failtali/ adv • faultily designed parts — fault-i- 
ness /'failtinas/ noun [noncount] • the faultiness of the de¬ 
sign 

faun /'fa:n/ noun, pi fauns [count] : a creature in Roman 
mythology that is part human and part goat 
fau-na /'fains/ noun, pi fau-nas also fau-nae /'fa:,ni:/ biol¬ 
ogy : all the animals that live in a particular area, time peri¬ 
od, or environment [noncount] studying the diverse fauna of 
the island ■ aquatic fauna • prehistoric fauna [count] study¬ 
ing the faunas of different islands — compare flora 

— fau-nal /'fa:n]/ adj ■ faunal diversity 

faux pas /'fou.pa:/ noun, pi faux pas /'fou,pa:z/ [count] 
: an embarrassing social mistake ■ Arriving too early would 
be a serious/major faux pas. • making/committing a faux pas 
fa-va bean /'faiva-/ noun, pi ~ beans [count] chiefly US : a 
laige, flat, pale green seed that is eaten as a vegetable — 
called also (chiefly Brit) broad bean 
fave /'feiv/ noun, pi faves [count] informal : favorite 1 ■ I 
like all the actors on the show, but he’s my fave. 

— fave adj, always used before a noun • my fave actor 
1 fa-VOr (US) or Brit fa-vour /'feiva 1 / noun, pi -vors 

1 [count] : a kind or helpful act that you do for someone ■ 
do/grant a friend a favor = do a favor for a friend = grant a fa¬ 
vor to a friend ■ Can I ask you (for) a favor ? ■ I drove her to 
the airport because I owed her a favor. • She’s willing to help 
you but only as a favor to me. ■ I’m here as a (special) favor to 
my sister. ■ Don’t do me any favors. I don’t need your help. • 
I’ve learned to be grateful for small favors. • He treats them 
well, and they return the favor. [=they also treat him well] ■ 
Do me a favor [=do what I want you to do; do what you 
should do] and get home on time for once. ■ You can do 
yourself a favor [=you can make things easier for yourself] 
by arriving early at the airport. ■ The company made cam¬ 
paign donations in exchange/retum for political favors. 
[=political acts/decisions that helped the company] ■ He was 
arrested for soliciting sexual favors [=sex acts done in ex¬ 
change for something, such as money] from a prostitute. 

2 [noncount] a : approval, support, or popularity ■ Her 
ideas have found/gained favor with many young people. 
[=many young people like/support her ideas] • He’s trying to 
earn the boss’s favor by working late. ■ Her theories have lost 
favor. = Her theories have fallen from favor. = Her theories 
are no longer in favor. = Her theories are now out of favor. 
[=they are no longer popular] ■ a style that has come into fa¬ 
vor [=become popular] ■ The committee looks with favor on 
the project. f=the committee regards the project favorably; 
the committee likes and approves of the project] b : prefer¬ 
ence for one person, group, etc., over another • The judge 
showed favor for/toward the defendant. ■ The students natu¬ 
rally showed favor toward their own school’s team. 

3 [count] US : a small gift given to the people who come to a 
party : party favor ■ Small boxes of candy were given out 
as favors at the wedding. 
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court someone's favor or court favor with someone see 

2 court 

curry favor see 1 2 curry 

in favor of 1 : wanting or approving of (something) ■ All in 
favor of (having) a party [=everyone who wants to have a 
party], raise your hands. • Not surprisingly, most voters are 
in favor of the tax cuts. ■ a politician who is in favor of the 
death penalty 2 : in a way that tries to persuade people to 
support (something) ■ He argued in favor of the tax cuts. 
[=he argued for the tax cuts] 3 : choosing (something) in¬ 
stead of something else : preferring (something) ■ She 
turned down the scholarship in favor of a pro career. • The 
original proposal was rejected in favor of a new design. 4 
: in support of (someone): in a way that helps or benefits 
(someone) ■ The judge ruled in favor of the defendant. 
in someone’s favor 1 : in support of (someone): in a way 
that helps or benefits (someone) ■ We hope the final deci¬ 
sion will be in our favor. • The judge ruled in our favor. 2 
: in a state of being liked or approved of by (someone) ■ 
She did extra work to get back in the teacher’s favor, 
odds are in favor *$■ If the odds are in your favor , you are 
likely to win or succeed. ■ We don’t know what the deci¬ 
sion will be, but we think the odds are in our favor. If the 

odds are In favor of something , that thing is likely to hap¬ 
pen. ■ The odd y are in favor of a major storm this weekend. 
2 favor (US) or Brit favour verb -vors; -vored; -vordng [+ 
obj] 

1 a : to prefer (someone) especially in an unfair way : to 
show that you like or approve of (someone) more than oth¬ 
ers ■ The teacher clearly favors you. • He claims that his par¬ 
ents favor his sister (over him), b : to approve of or support 
(something) ■ Most voters favor these tax cuts. ■ Her father 
favored the idea of her going to law school, c : to regard 
(someone or something) as most likely to succeed or win • 
They won the championship last year, and most forecasters 
favor them to win again this year. 

2 formal : to give something to (someone) : to present 
(someone) with something ■ The author favored us with a 
copy [=gave us a copy] of his latest book. ■ She will now favor 
us with a song. [=she will now sing or play a song for us] ■ He 
did not favor us with a reply. [=he did not reply to us] 

3 : to treat (an injured leg, foot, etc.) gently or carefully ■ It 
was obvious that she was favoring her left leg. [=she was 
walking carefully in a way that showed that her left leg was 
injured] 

4 formal : to make (something) possible or easy : to help 
(something) to succeed ■ Darkness favored the attack. ■ The 
weather favored our plans for a picnic. 

5 : to look like (a parent or other relative) ■ He favors [= re¬ 
sembles ] his mother. 

fa-vor-able (US) or Brit fa«vour«able /'feivarabal/ adj 
[more most ~] 

1 a : showing approval • The new play got many favorable 
reviews. ■ He was given a favorable recommendation, b 
: expressing approval : giving or providing what is desired ■ 
They gave sl favorable answer to our request. [=they said they 
would grant our request] c : giving a result that helps, ben¬ 
efits, or shows approval of someone ■ a favorable comparison 
= a comparison favorable to someone 

2 : producing feelings of approval ■ She made a very favor¬ 
able [=gpod\ impression on her future colleagues. 

3 a : tending to help : tending to produce a desired result ■ a 
favorable wind ■ The plants grow rapidly under favorable 
[=advantageous ] conditions, b : showing that a desired re¬ 
sult is likely ■ Early test results were favorable. 

- fa*vor-ably (US) or Brit fa-vour-ably /'feivarabli/ adv • 
The play was favorably reviewed. • I was very favorably im¬ 
pressed by the candidate. ■ They responded favorably to 
our request. ■ The wine compares favorably with some that 
are far more expensive. ■ The patient responded favorably 
[ -well) to the medicine. 

fa* vored (US) or Brit fa-voured /'feiva-d/ adj [more most 


1 : given special advantages over others • She enjoys a fa¬ 
vored position in the company. : preferred over others ■ a fa¬ 
vored location 

2 : considered most likely to win ■ The team is heavily fa¬ 
vored to win the championship. 

1 fa-VOr»ite (US) or Brit fa-vour-ite /'feivrat/ adj, always used 
before a noun : most liked ■ Red is my favorite color. [=red is 
the color I like most] ■ What’s your favorite movie? 

2 favorite (US) or Brit favourite noun, pi -ites [count] 


1 : a person or a thing that is liked more than others : a fa¬ 
vorite person or thing ■ Of all his books, do you have a favor¬ 
ite! ■ She’s always been the teacher’s favorite. [=pet] ■ That 
movie is my favorite. ■ That movie is a great favorite with au¬ 
diences everywhere. 

2 : a person, team, etc., that is considered most likely to win 

■ He’s the (heavy/clear) favorite in the election. = He’s the 
(heavy/clear) favorite to win the election. • She always bets 
(on) the favorite [=bets for the horse that is favored to win] 
when she goes to the races. 

favorite son noun, pi ~ sons [count] : a well-known man 
(such as a political candidate or a celebrity) who is very pop¬ 
ular in the area where he lives now or where he lived as a 
child ■ an athlete who is one of New York’s favorite sons 
fa*VOMt*ism (US) or Brit fa*vour*it«lsm /'feivraitizam/ 
noun [noncount]: the unfair practice of treating some people 
better than others ■ He accused the teacher of showingyhvor- 
itism in assigning grades. • political favoritism 
n fawn /'fain/ verb fawns; fawned; fawndng [no obj ] disap¬ 
proving : to try to get the approval of an important or power¬ 
ful person by giving that person praise, special attention, etc. 

■ a sports star surrounded by fawning fans — usually + over 
or on ■ The waiters were fawning (all) over the celebrity. ■ She 
doesn’t seem to mind being fawned on by her fans. 

2 fawn noun, pi fawns 

1 [count]: a young deer; especially : a deer that is less than a 
year old 

2 [noncount ]: a light brown color : tan 
n fax /'faeks/ noun, pi fax*es 

1 a [noncount] : a system for sending and receiving printed 
materials (such as documents and drawings) and photo¬ 
graphs using telephone lines ■ She sent me a copy of her re¬ 
port by fax. b [count] : a machine used in this system — 
called also fax machine ; see picture at office 

2 [count] : something (such as a document or a photograph) 
that is sent or received by fax ■ She sent me a fax of her re¬ 
port. ■ I received your faxes. 

2 fax verb faxes; faxed; faxdng [+ obj]: to send (something, 
such as a document or photograph) by fax to someone • She 
faxed me a copy of her report. = Sh c faxed a copy of her re¬ 
port to me. 

faze /'feiz/ verb faz-es; fazed; faz-ing [+ obj] : to cause 
(someone) to feel afraid or uncertain ■ Nothing fazes 
[=daunts] her. ■ You’ll never succeed as a writer if you let a 
little bit of criticism faze you. 

| Do not confuse faze with phase. [ 

FBI abbr Federal Bureau of Investigation • The crime is being 
investigated by the FBI. — often used before another noun ■ 
an FBI agent ■ an FBI laboratory > The Federal Bureau of 
Investigation is a part of the U.S. federal government that is 
responsible for investigating crimes. 

FCC abbr Federal Communications Commission • the chair¬ 
man of the FCC The Federal Communications Commis¬ 
sion is a part of the U.S. federal government that controls ra¬ 
dio and television broadcasting. 

FDA abbr Food and Drug Administration ■ a new medicine 
that has not yet been approved by the FDA The Food and 
Drug Administration is a part of the U.S. federal government 
that tests, approves, and sets standards for foods, drugs, 
chemicals, and household products. 

FDIC abbr Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation ■ pay¬ 
ments made by the FDIC 4- The Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation is a part of the U.S. federal government that 
provides insurance against loss of money that people have 
deposited in banks. 

fe-al-ty /'fiijalti/ noun, pi -ties [count] old-fashioned + liter¬ 
ary : loyalty to a person, group, etc. • He swore/pledged feal¬ 
ty to the king. 

1 fear rvs&I noun, pi fears 

1 : an unpleasant emotion caused by being aware of danger 
: a feeling of being afraid [ noncount ] He was trembling with 
fear. • an old story that still has the power to inspire fear [=to 
make people feel afraid] ■ unable to walk the streets without 
fear of being mugged • They regarded their enemies with fear 
and hatred/loathing. • I’ve been trying to overcome my fear 
of flying. • He won’t say anything for fear of losing his job. 
[=because he is afraid of losing his job] ■ She lived in fear of 
being caught. = She lived in fear that she would be caught. 
[=she was always afraid that she would be caught] ■ They 
lived in (constant) fear of air raids during the war. ■ an acci¬ 
dent that struck fear into the hearts of [=frightened] skiers 
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everywhere [count] The doctor’s diagnosis confirmed our 
worst fears. • The government is trying to allay/alleviate/ease 
fears of a recession. ■ Employees expressed fears that the 
company would go out of business. • He told us about all his 
hopes and fears. • She has a morbid fear of cats. ^ If you are 
in fear of your life or ( US) In fear for your life, you are afraid 
of being killed. ■ She claimed that she shot the burglar be¬ 
cause she was in fear for her life. 

2 [noncount] : a feeling of respect and wonder for something 
very powerful m fear of God To put the fear of God Into 
someone is to frighten someone very badly. ■ The bad eco¬ 
nomic news has put the fear of God into investors. 
no fear Brit, informal — used in speech to say that there is 
no reason to be afraid or worried • “Are you going to tell 
her the truth?” ‘Wo fear [=never fear, fear not], mate: she 
won’t hear a thing from me!” 

synonyms fear, dread, alarm, and fright mean 
painful emotion felt because of danger, fear is the most 
general word and suggests a continuing emotional state. ■ 
people living in fear of violent crimes dread suggests a 
strong feeling of not wanting to accept or deal with some¬ 
thing bad or unpleasant. ■ the dread felt by people awaiting 
bad news alarm may suggest a strong emotion caused by 
an unexpected or immediate danger. ■ They view the wors¬ 
ening food shortage with alarm, fright suggests a feeling 
caused by something unexpected and often suggests a 
brief emotion. ■ The creaking door gave them a.fright. 

2 fear verb fears; feared; fear-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to be afraid of (something or someone) ■ She fears 
[=(more commonly) is afraid of] the water. ■ He was a cruel 
king who was feared and hated by his subjects. ■ “... the 
only thing we have to fear is fear itself’ —Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, Inaugural Address (1933) — sometimes followed 
by to + verb • Many people feared to go out at night. 

2 [+ obj] : to expect or worry about (something bad or un¬ 
pleasant) ■ His parents feared (that) he would drop out of 
school. ■ She went to her doctor, fearing (that) she might 
have cancer. ■ The questions weren’t as difficult as he had 
feared (they might be). ■ When we heard there had been an 
accident, we feared the worst. [=we feared that the worst 
possible thing had happened] The formal phrase / fear is 
used when you are worried that something bad or unpleas¬ 
ant has happened or is true. • / fear that we’re already too 
late. ■ These problems have no easy solution, I fear. 

3 [no obj] : to be afraid and worried ■ There’s no need to fear. 
■ Having problems with your computer? Never fear [=don’t 
worry]—help is readily available. ■ Fear not [=don’t be 
afraid]—I’ll protect you. 

4 [+ obj] : to feel respect and wonder for something very 
powerful • fear God 

fear for [phrasal verb ] fear for (something or someone ) : to 
feel concern for (something or someone) : to worry about 
(something or someone) ■ They feared for their lives [=they 
were afraid that they might be killed] as they felt the first 
trembles of the earthquake. ■ Sh e feared for her husband’s 
safety. [=she worried that her husband might not be safe] 
fear-ful /'fia-fal/ adf [more most ~] 

1 ; feeling fear ■ He plays the role of a timid and fearful 
clerk. — often + of • fearful [-afraid] of danger ■ He was fear¬ 
ful of being left behind. = He was fearful that he would be left 
behind. — sometimes +for • She was fearful for their safety. 
[=she was afraid that they were not safe] 

2 : showing or caused by fear ■ a fearful glance 

3 : very bad or extreme ■ a fearful waste ■ fearful cold ■ They 
won the war but at a fearful cost. 

4 : causing fear ■ I spent a fearful night alone in the woods. 

— fear-ful-ly adv ■ fearfully cold ■ She glanced fearfully out 
the window. — fear-fubness noun [noncount] 

fear-less /'fia’las/ adJ [more most ~] : not afraid : very 
brave ■ a fearless warrior 

— fear-less-ly adv ■ They ventured fearlessly into unknown 
lands. ■ The actor strode fearlessly across the stage. — fear¬ 
less-ness noun [noncount] • fearlessness in the face of 
danger 

fear-SOme /'fia'sam/ adj [more most ~] : causing fear 
: very frightening ■ tales of a fearsome [=scary] monster ■ a 
fearsome opponent 

— fear-some-ly adv ■ growling fearsomety • fearsomely 
[=very, extremely] ambitious ■ a fearsomely difficult prob¬ 
lem — fear-some-ness noun [noncount] 

fea-si-ble /'fiizabal/ adi [more most ~] : possible to do ■ 
This plan for a new town library is not economically feasible. 


[=it costs too much money] ■ looking for a feasible way to 
create new jobs ■ a feasible goal 

— fea-sl-bll-l-ty /,fi:z3'bil3ti/ noun [noncount] ■ She ques¬ 
tions the feasibility of the plan. ■ a feasibility study [=a 
study to show if something can be done] — fea-sl-bly 
/'firzabli/ adv 

1 feast /'fi:st/ noun, pi feasts [count] 

1 : a special meal with large amounts of food and drink ■ 
give/have the annual Thanksgiving feast ■ Every guest 
brought a different dish to the party, and we had quite a 
feast. : a large formal dinner ■ There were hundreds of guests 
at the royal wedding/casf. — often used figuratively ■ a feast 
of colors ■ The carnival provided a veritable feast of sights 
and sounds. • The garden is a feast for the eyes. [=the garden 
is very beautiful] 

2 : a religious festival ■ the feast of the Nativity • a movable 
feast [=a religious festival that is on a different date each 
year] 

2 feast verb feasts; feast-ed; feast-ing [no obj]: to eat large 
amounts of food — usually + on • We feasted on steak and 
potatoes. 

feast your eyes on : to look at (something or someone) 
with great pleasure ■ We feasted our eyes on the colors of 
the autumn landscape. 

feat /'fi:t/ noun, pi feats [count]: an act or achievement that 
shows courage, strength, or skill ■ a performer known for her 
astonishing acrobatic feats •feats of strength ■ an exceptional 
feat of the human intellect ■ Writing that whole report in one 
night was quite a feat. ■ It was no mean/small/easy feat. 
n feath-er /'febay noun, pi -ers [count] : any one of the light 
growths that make up the outer covering of the body of a 
bird ■ duck feathers ■ tail/wing feathers • downy feathers • a 
tuft of feathers ■ a feather pillow = a pillow filled with feathers 
• Her suitcase felt as light as a feather. [=extremely light] ■ 
When I found out I had won, you could have knocked me 
over with a feather. [=1 was extremely surprised or aston¬ 
ished] 

a feather in your cap : an achievement or honor that you 
can be proud of ■ The promotion was a feather in his cap. 
of a feather: of the same kind or nature — usually used in 
the phrase birds of a feather ■ Those two guys are birds of a 
feather. [=they are very much alike] The expression 
birds of a feather flock together means that people who are 
alike tend to do things together. 
ruffle feathers see 'ruffle 

— feath-ered /'feba-d/ adj ■ She likes to refer to birds as 
“our feathered friends.” ■ a feathered hat — feath-er-less 
adj " a bird with featherless legs 

2 feather verb -ers; -ered; -er-ing [+ obj]: to put a feather in 
or on (something) ■ feather an arrow 

feather your (own) nest: to make yourself richer in a dis¬ 
honest or improper way : to do things to increase your 
own wealth, comfort, etc. ■ She was accused of feathering 
her own nest with the company’s money. 
tar and feather see 2 tar 

feather bed noun, pi ~ beds [count] : a bed with a mat¬ 
tress that is filled with feathers 

feath-er-brained /'feda^breind/ adj [more most -] in¬ 
formal : very foolish or silly ■ a featherbrained idea ■ a feath¬ 
erbrained fool 

1 feath-er-weight /'feba^weit/ noun, pi -weights [count] 
: someone or something that weighs very little; especially : a 
boxer who weighs more than 118 pounds (53.5 kilograms) 
but less than 126 pounds (57 kilograms) 
featherweight adj, always used before a noun : weighing 
very little : very light ■ a featherweight fabric ■featherweight 
aircraft 

fea-thery /'febari/ adj [more most ~] : extremely light 
and soft or delicate : like a feather ■ a plant with feathery 
leaves ■ a feathery brushstroke 
1 feature /'fi:tfa/ noun, pi -tures [count] 

1 : an interesting or important part, quality, ability, etc. ■ 
This year’s models include several new safety features. ■ This 
camera has several features that make it easy to use. ■ The 
car has some interesting new design features. • His plan com¬ 
bines the best features of the earlier proposals. 

2 : a part of the face (such as the eyes, nose, or mouth) ■ Her 
eyes are her best feature. — usually plural ■ attractive facial 
features ■ He has handsome features. [=he has a handsome 
face] ■ She has striking/delicate/refined features. 

3 : a movie that is made to be shown in a theater for enter¬ 
tainment : a full-length movie ■ Tonight’s feature is a new ro- 
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mantic comedy. ■ He starred in his first feature film a year 
ago. ■ a feature-length motion picture [=a movie that is about 
two hours long] — see also double feature 
4 : a special story or section in a newspaper or magazine ■ 
The paper ran a feature on/about urban violence. ■ a feature 
writer/editor = {chiefly US) a features writer/editor 

— fea-ture-less /'fiitfa-las/ adj ■ a featureless plain ■ a fea¬ 
tureless expanse of rocks and sand 

2 feature verb -tures; -tured; -tur-ing [+ obj\ 

1 : to have or include (someone or something) as an impor¬ 
tant part ■ The building features a state-of-the-art security 
system. ■ The new menu features several low-fat entrees. ■ 
The show now features a new singer. 

2 : to discuss or mention (something or someone) in a no¬ 
ticeable way : to give particular attention to (someone or 
something important) ■ The evening news report featured the 
story of the murder. ■ The newspaper featured health care on 
its front page. — often used as (be) featured ■ She was fea¬ 
tured in an article on local businesswomen. 

feature in [phrasal verb ] feature in (something) : to be a part 
of (something) ■ Health care features prominently in the 
new bill. ■ a character who features in many of his novels 

— featured adj ■ He’ll be appearing as the featured speaker 
[=the main speaker] at the conference. ■ She had a featured 
role [=an important role] in the movie. ■ The featured soft¬ 
ware is on sale through next month. 

Feb . abbr February 

fe-brile /'fe.brajal, Brit 'fi:,brail/ adj [more most ~] medi¬ 
cal : including or caused by fever : feverish ■ afebrile ill¬ 
ness — often used figuratively • a writer with afebrile [=very 
active] imagination 

Feb*ru«ary /'f£bj3,weri, l icbrz % wen/ noun, pi -ar-ies or -ar- 
ys : the second month of the year [noncount] in (early/mid- 
dle/mid-/late) February ■ early/late in February ■ We arrived 
on February the fourth. = (US) We arrived on February 
fourth. = We arrived on the fourth of February, [count] Sales 
are up (for) this February in comparison with the previous 
two Februaries. — abbr. Feb. 

fences (US) or Brit fae-ces /'fi:,si.z/ noun [plural] : solid 
waste that is released from the body : excrement 

— fe-cal (US) or Brit fae-cal /'fiikal/ adj •fecal matter 

feck*less /'feklas/ adj [more most ~] : having or result¬ 

ing from a weak character or nature ■ She can’t rely on her 
feckless son. * feckless behavior 

— feck-less-ness noun [noncount] 

fe*CUnd /'fekand/ adj [more most ] formal : producing 
or able to produce many babies, young animals, or plants 
: fertile • fecund fields ■ a fecund breed of cattle — some¬ 
times used figuratively ■ She has a fecund [=(more common¬ 
ly) fertile] imagination. ■ a fecund source of ideas 

— fe*cun*di*ty /fi'kAndati/ noun [noncount] 

1 fed past tense and past participle of 1 FEED 

2 fed or Fed /'fed/ noun, pi feds or Feds [count] US, informal 
: an official who works for a branch of the U.S. government 
: a federal agent, officer, or official — usually plural ■ He got 
into trouble with the feds. ■ was investigated by the Feds 
the Fed US, informal : the group of officials (the Federal Re¬ 
serve Board) who control the U.S. government’s central 
banking system ( the Federal Reserve System). ■ The Fed 
has decided to cut interest rates. 

fed«er*al /'fcdarel/ adj 

1 a : of or relating to a form of government in which power 
is shared between a central government and individual 
states, provinces, etc. ■ a federal govemment/system b : of 
or relating to the central government ■ federal laws/funds/ 
employees ■ a federal district ■ We pay federal, state, and local 
taxes. ■ The ruling was overturned by a federal appeals court. 

2 or Federal : of, relating to, or loyal to the federal govern¬ 
ment during the American Civil War ■ Federal soldiers ■ a 
Federal stronghold — compare confederate, union 

3 Federal US : of or popular during the early years of the 
U.S. government ■ the Federal period ■ furniture made in the 
Federal style 

— fed-er*al*ly adv 
Federal noun, pi -als [count] us 

1 : a supporter of the government of the U.S. in the Ameri¬ 
can Civil War; especially : a soldier in the federal armies 

— compare confederate 

2 formal : a federal agent or officer — usually plural ■ Local 
police sought help from th q federate, [-(less formally) feds] 

federal case noun, pi ~~ cases [count] US, law : a legal 
case that will be decided in a U.S. federal court 


make a federal case out of US, informal : to become very 
upset or angry about (something that is not important) • I 
agree that he shouldn’t have said that, but there’s no rea¬ 
son to make a federal case out of\\. [=make a big deal about 
it] ■ Do you have to make a federal case out of it every time 
I come home late? 

fed*er*al*ist /'fedaralist/ noun, pi -ists [count] 

1 or Federalist : a supporter of federal government; espe¬ 
cially, US : a supporter of the U.S. Constitution 

2 Federalist US : a member of a major political party in the 
early years of the U.S. that wanted a strong central govern¬ 
ment 

— fed-er-al-ism or Federalism /'fcdaretlizam/woun [non¬ 
count] — federalist or Federalist adj ■ the Federalist pe¬ 
riod 

fed*er*al*ize also Brit fed-er-al-ise /'fedars^aiz/ verb -iz- 
es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] chiefly US 

1 ; to join (states, nations, etc.) together in or under a federal 
system of government • a federalized government 

2 : to cause (something) to be under the control of a federal 
government ■ The measure federalizes several state pro¬ 
grams. ■ newly federalized crimes 

— fed-er*al*i*za*tion also Brit fed-er*al*i*sa*tion 

/ifedarala'zeijan, Brit ^edara^ai'zeijan/ noun [noncount] 
fed*er*ate /'fed3,reit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at*ing [+ obj] 
: to join (organizations, states, etc.) in a federation ■ The in¬ 
dependent provinces were federated to form a nation. ■ a fed¬ 
erated state 

fed*er*a*tion /^eda'rei/an/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] a : a country formed by separate states that have 
given certain powers to a central government while keeping 
control over local matters b : an organization that is made 
by loosely joining together smaller organizations ■ a federa¬ 
tion of labor unions ■ a federation of women’s clubs 

2 [noncount] : the act of joining together separate organiza¬ 
tions or states ■ the federation of the states 

fe*dO*ra /fi'dora/ noun, pi -ras [count] : a type of soft hat 
for men that has a wide brim — see picture at hat 
fed Up adj [more most ~] informal : very tired of some¬ 
thing : angry about something that has continued for a long 
time ■ We’ve had one delay after another, and I’m starting to 
feel/get pretty fed up. — usually + with • I’m fed up with all 
these delays. ■ Consumers are fed up with rising gas prices. — 
sometimes + of in British English ■ Ymfed up of all these de¬ 
lays. 

fee /'fi:/ noun, pi fees [count] 

1 : an amount of money that must be paid ■ The admission/ 
entrance fee is $10. ■ a credit card with no annual fee ■ The 
tuition fees went up this year. • We returned the library book 
late and had to pay a late fee. synonyms see ’price 

2 ; an amount that is paid for work done by a doctor, law¬ 
yer, etc. ■ His insurance covers the doctor’s fee. • They paid a 
fortune in legal fees. 

fee*ble /'fi:bal/ adj fee-bier /'fi-.bala-/; -blest /'fkbalast/ 
[also more most —] 

1 : very weak ■ a feeble old man ■ She’s still feeble from her 
long illness. ■ We heard a feeble cry for help. ■ Business is suf¬ 
fering because of the feeble economy, synonyms see weak 

2 : not good enough : not successful or effective ■ a feeble 
joke ■ He made a feeble attempt/effort to explain his behav¬ 
ior. ■ He offered a feeble excuse for his behavior. ■ “Dislike” 
is too feeble a word for how she feels about him. 

— fee-ble-ness /'fiibalnas/ noun [noncount] ■ \he feebleness 
of his excuse — fee-bly /'firbli/ adv ■ She smiled feebly. • 
He feebly attempted to explain his behavior. 

fee*ble*mind*ed /jfiibal'maindad/ adj [more most ~] 

1 often offensive : having less than normal intelligence ■ a fee¬ 
bleminded person 

2 : foolish or stupid : not sensible ■ a feebleminded ap¬ 
proach/solution 

— fee-ble-mind-ed-ness noun [noncount] 

1 feed /'fi:d/ verb feeds; fed /'fed/; feed-ing 

1 a [+ obj] : to give food to (someone or something) ■ Don’t 
feed the animals. ■ He was too weak to feed himself. ■ We feed 
the plants with a special fertilizer twice a week. ■ We fed the 
horses with/on apples, oats, and hay. b [+ obj] : to give 
(something) as food to someone or something ■' They fed 
[=gave, served] us breakfast before we left. = They fed break¬ 
fast to us before we left. ■ The children.^/ apples to the hors¬ 
es. — sometimes used figuratively ■ He was feeding informa¬ 
tion to the enemy. [=he was secretly giving information to 
the enemy] C [+ obj] : to produce or provide food for 
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(someone or something) ■ These supplies could feed a small 
army for a week. ■ He doesn’t earn enough to feed a family of 
four. ■ helping to feed and clothe poor children d [no obj ] 

: eat — usually used of animals ■ We spotted some ducks 
feeding in a nearby pond. • They are studying the feeding 
habits of sharks. ■ a favorite feeding ground [=an area where 
animals feed] 

2 [+ obj\ a : to provide what is needed for the continued 
growth, operation, or existence of (something) ■ They used 
the wood to feed the fire. ■ The streams feed the creek. ■ The 
motor is fed by an electrical current, b : to supply (material 
to be used) to a machine ■ The logs are fed into the mill for 
processing. ■ Sh e fed the data into the computer. ■ The cam¬ 
era feeds the images to a monitor. 

3 [+ obj\ : to give support or strength to (something, such as 
a feeling) ■ He fed their hopes with false promises. • fears fed 
by ignorance ■ Her early success only served to feed her am¬ 
bition. 

4 [+ obj] : to make (something) move through an opening ■ 
The procedure involves feeding a tube down the patient’s 
throat. ■ She fed more coins into the slot. 

5 [+ obj] sports : to pass a ball or puck to (a team member) 
especially for a shot at the goal ■ He fed the ball to a team¬ 
mate for an easy basket. 

bite the hand that feeds you see 1 bite 
feed back [phrasal verb \ feed back or feed back (something) 
or feed (something) back Brit : to give helpful information 
or criticism to someone about a performance, product, 
etc. : to provide feedback — usually + to or into ■ My mu¬ 
sic feeds back into my work. ■ Decide how your staff 
should feed back to you. ■ Computer users can feed their 
views back to the software companies. 
feed off [phrasal verb] feed off (something) : to gain strength, 
energy, or support from (something) ■ She fed off the 
crowd’s enthusiasm. ■ His anger fed off his jealousy. ■ We 
are able to feed off each other’s ideas. 
feed on/upon [phrasal verb] feed on/upon (something) : to 
eat (something) as food — usually used of animals ■ Owls 
feed on insects, birds, and small mammals. 
feed (someone) a line informal : to tell (someone) a story 
or an explanation that is not true ■ He fed me a line about 
how he was late because his car broke down. 
feed up [phrasal verb] feed (someone) up Brit, informal : to 
make (someone) stronger or less thin by giving them large 
meals ■ His mother fed him up after his illness. — see also 
FED UP 

feed your face slang : to eat a lot of food ■ He sat there for 
an hour, just feeding his face. 

2 feed noun, pi feeds 

1 a [noncount] : food for animals • cattle feed b [count] in¬ 
formal : a large meal ■ a good feed c [count] Brit: feeding 
■ the baby’s last feed 

2 [count] : a part of a machine or system that sends material 
or electricity to other parts ■ There’s a jam in the paper feed. • 
We had to cut off the main power feed. 

3 [count] : a television program that is sent to a station for 
broadcasting ■ They’re showing a live satellite feed of the 
event. 

4 [count] sports : the action of passing a ball or puck to a 
team member who is in position to score ■ He scored off/on a 
feed from the left wing. 

- see also chicken feed 
feed-back /'fi.d^ask/ noun [noncount] 

1 : helpful information or criticism that is given to someone 
to say what can be done to improve a performance, product, 
etc. ■ The company uses customer feedback to improve its 
products. ■ He asked for some feedback from his boss. 

2 technical a : something (such as information or electrici¬ 
ty) that is returned to a machine, system, or process ■ The 
computer makes adjustments based on feedback from the 
sensors, b : an annoying and unwanted sound caused by 
signals being returned to an electronic sound system ■ We 
were getting som e feedback from the microphone. 

feed-bag /'fiid.bseg/ noun, pi -bags [count] VS : a bag that 
is used for feeding an animal — called also (Brit) nose bag 
put/tie/strap on the feedbag VS, informal : to begin eating 
■ He’s always ready to strap on the feedbag when it’s time 
for dinner. 

feed-er /'fiiday noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 a : a device for supplying food to animals ■ a wooden bird 
feeder b : a person who supplies food for animals ■ a pigeon 
feeder holding a bag of stale bread 

2 : a road, railway, etc., that connects to a larger road, rail¬ 


way, etc. — often used before another noun ■ a feeder road/ 
route/line 

3 : a part that sends materials into a machine or system 

4 : a person or thing that eats or feeds in a specified way ■ a 
messy feeder • a gluttonous feeder ■ plants that are heavy 
feeders ; also : an animal that eats a specified kind of food ■ 
This species is a carrion feeder. — see also bottom feeder 

feeding noun, pi -ings [count] VS : the act of giving food to 
a person (such as a baby) or an animal ■ When was the baby’s 
last feeding! [-(Brit) feed] 

feeding frenzy noun, pi ^ -zies [count] : a state of wild 
activity in which the animals in a. group are all trying to eat 
something ■ sharks in a feeding frenzy — often used figura¬ 
tively ■ There has been a. feeding frenzy among publishers to 
obtain the rights to her story. 

1 feel /*fi:l/ verb feels; felt /'felt/; feel-ing 

T"[+ obj ]: to be aware of (something that affects you physi¬ 
cally, such as pain, heat, or an object touching your body) ■ 
He felt a sudden pain in his leg. ■ I could feel the warmth of 
the sun. ■ I felt someone tap my shoulder. ■ I could feel him 
pulling my hair. [=1 could feel that he was pulling my hair] ■ 
Do you feel a draft? ■ I’m the kind of person who really feels 
the heat/cold. [=hot/cold weather bothers me more than it 
bothers most people] 

2 [linking verb] — used to describe or ask about someone’s 
physical or mental state ■ I feel dizzy/faint. ■ How are you 
feeling today? = How do you feel today? ■ I feel bad/good/ 
sick/well/fine. ■ I hope you feel better soon. [=1 hope you will 
stop feeling ill soon] ■ He’s been feeling a little depressed late¬ 
ly. ■ You can feel proud of what you’ve accomplished. ■ I feel 
responsible for the accident. [=1 feel that I was responsible 
for the accident; 1 feel that the accident was my fault] ■ I feel 
confident that we’ll win. ■ You may feel different tomorrow. 
[=your mood/thinking may change tomorrow] ■ Sh efelt hurt 
by their indifference. ■ I feel certain/sure that we can solve 
these problems. • I feel like a fool. = (chiefly Brit) \feel a fool. 

■ I didn’t fee/ like myself yesterday. = I didn’t feel myself yes¬ 
terday. [=1 didn’t feel well yesterday] ■ I feel as if/though I’m 
falling. = (informal) I fee/ like I’m falling. ■ (You can) Feel 
free to leave whenever you like. [=you are free to leave 
whenever you like] If you feel like doing something, you 
want to do it. ■ Do you feel like (taking) a walk? ■ I feel like 
crying. • “Why won't you come7’ “Because I don’t feel like 
it.” ■ He does whatever he feels like (doing). ■ I don’t feel like 
talking about it. [=1 don’t want to talk about it] 

3 a [+ obj\ : to touch (something) with your fingers to see 
what it is like ■ Sh efelt the fabric to see if it was wool, b [+ 
obj] : to find (something) by touching with your fingers ■ 
Your ribs are bruised, but I don’t feel any broken bones. C 
[no obj] : to search for something by reaching or touching 
usually with your fingers — often + for ■ The doctor felt for 
any possible fractures in the patient’s bruised ribs. ■ He felt 
for the switch. — often + around or (Brit) about ■ He felt 
around in the dark for the light switch. ■ He felt around un¬ 
der the table with his foot, d not used in progressive tenses 
[linking verb ] — used to describe the qualilty that something 
has when it is touched ■ This feels like wool (to me)—but it 
may not be. ■ The silk feels smooth (to me). 

4 [+ obj]: to believe or think (something) • He feels that they 
behaved badly. ■ They felt (that) it would be foolish to con¬ 
tinue. ■ I feel (that) I really ought to say something. ■ He felt it 
necessary to say something. = He felt that it was necessary to 
say something. 

5 [no obj] : to have an opinion ■ How do you feel about this 
proposal? [=what do you think of this proposal; what is your 
opinion of this proposal?] ■ Their votes reflect how they feel 
toward poor people. *$■ If you feel strongly, you have a 
strong or definite opinion about something. ■ We feel (very) 
strongly that they’ve been treated unfairly. - If you feel that 
strongly (about it), we won’t go. 

6 [+ obj] : to be aware of (something) in your mind or emo¬ 
tions ■ He felt his son’s ingratitude, and he resented it. ■ She 
could feel [=sense] the presence of an intruder in the house. ■ 
I feel the urge to speak. ■ I feel the need to try again. [=1 think 
I/we should try again] ■ / feel your pain. [=1 am aware of how 
(much) you must have suffered] 

7 [+ obj] a : to experience the effect of (something) ■ He felt 
the medicine starting to work. ■ I’m really feeling my age 
lately. [=1 am feeling the effects of growing older] b : to ex¬ 
perience (something) ■ Many people will feel the impact of 
this decision. [=many people will be affected by this decision] 

■ I felt pleasure in her company. [=1 enjoyed being with her] ■ 
He felt no remorse for what he had done. ■ She feels con- 
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tempt for her political enemies. C : to be hurt by (some¬ 
thing) ■ They felt the insult deeply. [=they were deeply hurt 
by the insult] ■ She felt the loss/death of her mother. 

8 not used in progressive tenses [linking verb] a — used to de¬ 
scribe the quality that something has or the feeling that 
something causes ■ It just doesn’t feel [=seem] right to be do¬ 
ing this. ■ It feels like spring today. ■ It feels strange that I’m 
here again. = It feels strange to be here again. ■ This place re¬ 
ally feels like home. ■ It feels as if it’s going to rain. = (chiefly 
US) It feels like rain, b : to have a specified physical quality 

■ My eyes feel dry. ■ His hands felt cool. 

feel for [phrasal verb ] feel for (someone) : to have sympathy 
or pity for (someone) ■ I feel (deeply) for you, but there’s 
nothing I can do to help. — see also ‘feel 3c (above) 
feel no pain chiefly US, informal : to be drunk ■ He had been 
at the bar for several hours and he was clearly feeling no 
pain. [=he was very drunk] 

feel out [phrasal verb] feel (someone) out: to talk to or ques¬ 
tion (someone) in an indirect way in order to find out if 
something you want to do or get will be possible ■ He tried 
to feel us out to see if we’d loan him more money. 
feel up [phrasal verb] feel (someone) up or feel up (someone) 
informal : to touch (someone who does not want to be 
touched) for sexual pleasure ■ She says he felt her up. 
feel your best see 3 best 
feel your oats see oat 

fee/ your way 1 : to move forward carefully by putting 
your hands in front of you so that you can feel anything 
that blocks you ■ He felt his way through the darkened 
room. 2 : to move toward a goal very slowly and careful¬ 
ly ■ In the early days of the project they were just feeling 
their way (along), trying not to make mistakes. 

2 feel noun [singular] 

1 a : the quality of a thing that is experienced by touching it 

■ It had a greasy feel. [=it felt greasy] ■ the feel of old leather 
b : a particular quality ■ The restaurant’s decor has an Asian 
feel (to/about it). ■ Although the table is brand-new, it has 
the look and feel of an antique. 

2 a : an understanding of something ■ We walked around to 
get the feel of the town. [=to find out what the town was like] 
— usually + for • We walked around to get a feel for the town. 

■ After living in France for 20 years, she has a feel for the way 
the French think. ■ We’re trying to get a feel for what’s need¬ 
ed. b : an ability to use something or do something in a 
skillful way — usually +for ■ He’s been practicing for several 
weeks and he’s starting to get a feel for the instrument. • She 
has a feel for language. 

3 : a feeling or sensation ■ He liked the feel of the sun on his 
face. 

4 Brit : an act of feeling or touching something ■ They had a 
feel of the old leather. [=they felt the old leather] 

by feel 1 : by feeling with your hands when you cannot see 
■ It was too dark too see anything, so she had to find the 
door knob by feel. 2 : by being guided by your physical 
feelings, your senses, etc., instead of by rules or directions ■ 
an athlete who plays by feel 
cop a feel see 2 cop 
feel-er /'firl?/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a movable part (such as an antenna) of an animal or in¬ 
sect that is used for touching things 

2 : a suggestion or question to find out the thoughts or opin¬ 
ions of other people ■ I haven't had a definite job offer yet, 
but I’ve received a few feelers. [=I’ve been asked if I am inter¬ 
ested in a new job] — usually plural ■ The companies have 
been putting out feelers about a merger. [=the companies 
have been quietly asking about the possibility of a merger] 

feel-good /'fi:l,gud/ adj, always used before a noun : pro¬ 
ducing good or happy feelings ■ a feel-good movie 
feebinq /•fidir]/ noun, pi -Ings 

1 : an awareness by your body of something in it or on it 
: sensation [count] a feeling of pain/nausea ■ I noticed tin¬ 
gling feelings in my fingers. ■ She had a queasy feeling in her 
stomach. ■ I had the feeling of something crawling across my 
foot. ■ We enjoyed the feeling of walking barefoot in the 
sand, [noncount] He had no feeling in his right leg. 

2 a : an emotional state or reaction [count] feelings of joy/ 
sorrow/anger/love ■ He’s been troubled by feelings of guilt. ■ 
There’s no point in trying to hide your feelings. ■ She’s always 
had a kindly feeling towards them. = She always had kindly 
feelings towards them. ■ I hope this decision won’t cause any 
bad/ill feelings. [=cause any feelings of anger, dislike, etc.] ■ I 
have a good feeling about this project. [=1 expect this project 
to go well] ■ He has ambivalent/mixed feelings about his new 


job [=he has both good and bad feelings about his new job] ■ 
warm feelings [=good, pleasant, or friendly feelings] ■ “I 
could really use a vacation.” ‘‘I know the feeling .” [=1 know 
how you feel] • The new security patrols gave residents a 
feeling of safety. [=the patrols made them feel safe] ■ a feeling 
of comfort • I didn’t mean to insult you— no hard feelings, 
right? [=you’re not angry, are you?] ■ You hurt my feelings. 
[=you upset me; you made me feel bad] • We pretended to 
like his artwork in order to spare his feelings. [=to avoid 
hurting his feelings] [noncount] They complained with feel¬ 
ing [=in a way that showed they were feeling strong emotion] 
about her decision. ■ He spoke with feeling about the injus¬ 
tice he had seen, b [noncount] : thoughts of wanting to help 
someone who is sick, hungry, in trouble, etc. : sympathy ■ 
Have you no feeling for the plight of the homeless? — see 
also fellow feeling 

3 a [count] : an opinion or belief ■ What’s your feeling on/ 
about this subject? = What are your feelings on/about this 
subject? ■ I can see that you have strong feelings about this 
subject. ■ I get the feeling [= impression ] that you think I don’t 
know what I’m doing. ■ My feeling is that we need to hire 
more people. ■ She shared her feelings with us on a variety 
of subjects. [=told us her opinions about a variety of sub¬ 
jects] ❖ If you have a/the feeling that something might hap¬ 
pen or be true, you think it might happen or be true even 
though you have no definite reason to think so. ■ He had the 
feeling (that) he was being watched, although he didn’t see 
anyone. ■ I had a feeling you’d say that. ■ I have a nagging/ 
funny feeling that I’ve forgotten something. ■ I have a 
sneaky/sneaking feeling that my guess was wrong. ■ Do you 
ever have the feeling [=have the sense, have the impression] 
(that) you’re being watched? b [noncount ]: an opinion or a 
way of thinking that is shared by many people ■ Anti-war 
feeling has reached an all-time high. = There is strong feeling 
against the war. [=many people are opposed to the war] 

4 [singular] : the general quality or character of a place or 
thing ■ The story has an eerie feeling, [-feel, quality] • a big 
city with a small-town feeling [-feel, atmosphere ] 

5 [noncount] : the quality of a work of art or performance 
that shows the emotion of the artist or performer ■ You need 
to play this passage with more feeling. [=expression] 

6 [ singular ] : an ability to understand the nature of some¬ 
thing : 2 feel 2 ■ a painter with a good feeling for color 
have feelings for : to feel love or affection for (someone) ■ 

Even though they’re divorced, it’s obvious that they still 
have (tender ) feelings for each other. 
feeMng-ly /■fiilirjli/ adv [more most ~]: in an emotional 
manner ■ She wrote feelingly about the tragedy, 
feet plural of 1 foot 

feet‘first /,fi:t , fa>st/ adv : with the feet leading ■ She jumped 
into the pool feetfirst. — compare headfirst 
feign /'fern/ verb feigns; feigned; feigning [+ obj] : to 
pretend to feel or be affected by (something) ■ He would of¬ 
ten feign [-fake] illness to get out of class. ■ He feigned being 
ill. " feign death/surprise/madness/sleep/ignorance 

- feigned adj • She greeted him with feigned nonchalance. 

1 feint /'feint/ noun, pi feints [count] sports : a quick move¬ 
ment that you make to trick an opponent ■ The boxer made 
a feint with his right, then followed with a left hook. 

2 feint verb feints; feint-ed; feint-ing [no obj] sports : to pre¬ 
tend to make an attack as a trick to fool your opponent : to 
make a feint ■ H e feinted with his right, then followed with a 
left hook. 

feisty /'faisti /adj feist*i*er; -est [alsomore most ~]: not 

afraid to fight or argue : very lively and aggressive ■ The nov¬ 
el features a feisty heroine. ■ Even her opponents admire her 
feisty spirit. 

- feist-i*ness noun [noncount] ■ They admire her feistiness. 
feld*spar /'feld^pa#/ noun [noncount] : a very common 

type of mineral 

fe‘liC‘i-ta*tion /f^lisa'teijan/ noun, pi -tions formal: con ¬ 
gratulation 2 [noncount] a message of felicitation [plu¬ 
ral] They offered their heartfelt felicitations. ■ Felicitations to 
you and your family on this happy occasion. 
fe-liC‘i-tOUS /fi'lisatas /adj [more most ~] formal : very 

well suited for some purpose or situation : appropriate ■ a 
felicitous combination of flavors ■ a felicitous phrase 

- fe*lic-i*tous*ly adv • expressing himself felicitously — fe- 
iiC‘i‘tous-ness noun [noncount] 

fe*lic-i-ty /fi'lisati/ noun, pi -ties formal 

1 [noncount] : great happiness ■ domestic/marital felicity 

2 [count] : something that is pleasing and well chosen — 
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usually plural ■ He admired the movie for its stylistic felici¬ 
ties. •felicities of phrasing 

3 [noncount] : a talent for speaking or writing in a very effec¬ 
tive way ■ I’ve always admired his felicity with words. 
1 fe-line / l fi:,lam/ adj 

1 : of or relating to the cat family • a feline species • feline dis¬ 
eases 

2 [more most ~] : resembling a cat : like a cat’s • feline 
eyes ■ They move with feline agility/grace. 

2 feline noun, pi -lines [count] formal : a feline animal : cat ■ 
domesticated felines 
1 fell past tense of 'fall 
2 fell /'fcl/ verb fells; felled; fell-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to cut down (a tree) ■ using an ax to fell a tree 

2 : to beat or knock down (someone or something) ■ He’s 
strong enough to fell an ox. — often used figuratively ■ Their 
father was felled [=killed\ by a heart attack at age 55. 

3 fell adj, formal + literary : very fierce or cruel ■ a fell enemy/ 
purpose 

in one fell swoop also at one fell swoop : with a single, 
quick action or effort ■ The court has dismissed all of the 
charges against him in one fell swoop. 

4 fell noun, pi fells [count] Brit 

1 : a hill in the north of England 

2 : a high field or moor in the north of England 
feMa /'fcla/ noun, pi -las [count] informal 

1 : a male person : fellow ■ He's not a bad fella. 

2 : boyfriend ■ She has a new fella. 

feMa*tiO /f3'lei/i,ou/ noun [noncount] : the act of stimulat¬ 
ing a man’s penis with the mouth for sexual pleasure 
1 fel»IOW /'felou/ noun, pi -lows [count] 

1 informal + somewhat old-fashioned a : a male person : a 
boy or man • fellows and girls at a party ■ He seems like an 
amiable fellow, [-guy] ■ a fine fellow • a young fellow like you ■ 
Your son's a bright little fellow, b : a male companion of a 
girl or woman : boyfriend ■ She’s found herself a new fel¬ 
low. 

2 old-fashioned : a member of a group of people who have 
shared interests, activities, etc. — usually plural • He’s eager 
to rejoin his fellows. • She wants to protect the good reputa¬ 
tion she enjoys among her fellows. 

3 or Fellow a : a member of a literary, artistic, or scientific 
organization ■ a fellow of the American College of Surgeons ■ 
a Fellow of the Royal Society/Academy b : a senior mem¬ 
ber of some British colleges and universities 

4 chiefly US : an advanced student at a university who is giv¬ 
en money to pay for food, housing, etc. : a graduate student 
who has been granted a fellowship ■ a postdoctoral fellow • a 
teaching/research fellow [=a graduate student who gets mon¬ 
ey in exchange for teaching/research] ■ a medical fellow 

2 fellOW adj, always used before a noun — used to describe 
people who belong to the same group or class or who share a 
situation, experience, etc. ■ He attended the concert with a 
fellow student. [=someone who is a student, as he is] ■ her fel¬ 
low employees/citizens — see also fellow man, fellow 

TRAVELER 

fellow feeling noun [noncount] : a feeling of shared inter¬ 
est or understanding ■ There’s a sense of sympathy anti fellow 
feeling among members of the group. 

fellow man noun, pi ~ men [count] : a person other than 
yourself : a fellow human being — usually used with my, 
our, his, her, etc., to refer to other people in general ■ He has 
always tried to be of service to his fellow man. [=to other peo¬ 
ple] ■ We have to learn to love our fellow man. 
feMoW'Ship /'fclaj’ip/ noun, pi -ships 

1 [noncount] : a friendly relationship among people ■ People 
came to the community dinner to share good food and good 
fellowship. [=company, companionship] 

2 [noncount] : the relationship of people who share interests 
or feelings ■ traditions that bind us together in fellowship 

3 [count] : a group of people who have similar interests ■ a 
youth fellowship • a fellowship of writers 

4 [count] a : an amount of money to pay for food, housing, 
etc., that is given to a graduate student who teaches or does 
research at a university • She applied for a research fellow¬ 
ship in physics. ■ He came to the university on a teachingTe/- 
lowship. b : the position of a fellow at a university or col¬ 
lege ■ He holds a fellowship at the university. 

fellow traveler (US) or Brit fellow traveller noun, pi ~ 
-ers [count] 

1 : someone who is traveling in the same group or on the 


same train, airplane, etc., as you ■ I struck up a conversation 
with one of my fellow travelers. 

2 : someone who shares the opinions and beliefs of the peo¬ 
ple in a group or organization (especially the Communist 
Party) but does not belong to that group or organization • He 
was not a member of the Communist Party or even a fellow 
traveler. 

fel«On /'fclan/ noun, pi -ons [count] : a criminal who has 
committed a serious crime (called a felony) ■ a convicted./e/- 
on 

fel-O-ny /'felani/ noun, pi -nies [count] law : a serious crime 
(such as murder or rape) • The crime is considered a felony 
under state law. ■ He received a felony conviction. = He was 
convicted of committing a felony. • He was convicted of felo¬ 
ny murder/theft. — compare misdemeanor 

— fe-lo-ni*ous /fe'lounijas/ adj •felonious assault — fe-lo- 
ni-ous-ly adv • charged with feloniously assaulting a po¬ 
lice officer 

felt past tense and past participle of 1 feel 
2 felt /'felt/ noun [noncount] : a soft, heavy cloth made by 
pressing together fibers of wool, cotton, or other materials ■ 
She made her son's costume from scraps oifelt. • a felt hat 
felt-tip /'felt,tip/ noun, pi -tips [count] : a pen that has a 
writing point made of felt — called also felt-tip pen-, see pic¬ 
ture at OFFICE 
fem abbr female; feminine 
1 fe«male /'fi:,meil/ adj 

1 a : of or relating to the sex that can produce young or lay 
eggs ■ a female bird/mammal/insect ■ female [-women] ath¬ 
letes ■ a study of female [=women fr] sexuality b [more - ; 
most ~] : characteristic of girls or women ■ a female [= femi¬ 
nine ] voice/name C : having members who are all girls or 
women ■ a female choir 

2 of a plant : having only seed-producing flowers * a female 
holly 

3 technical : having a hole that another part (called a male 
part) fits into • Most extension cords have a male plug on 
one end and a female plug on the other. 

— fe-male-ness noun [noncount] 

2 female noun, pi -males [count] 

1 : a woman or a girl : a female person ■ She attended a 
school where there were more males than females. 

usage The use of female to mean “woman” or “girl” now 
occurs most commonly in scientific or technical language. 

■ According to the study, males scored about the same as 
females. • The suspect was described as a white female 
aged about 30. In other contexts, it is often seen as a hu¬ 
morous or mildly insulting word. ■ The shopping mall was 
mobbed by herds of adolescent females. • He referred to 
his angry coworkers as “a bunch of spiteful females." _ 

2 : an animal that can produce young or lay eggs : a female 
animal ■ Females of this species weigh 8 to 10 pounds. 

3 : a plant that can produce seed or fruit: a female plant 
1 fem»i*nine /'femanan/ adj 

1 [more most ] : of, relating to, or suited to women or 
girls ■ a feminine look/appearance ■ feminine beauty/mys¬ 
tique ■ the feminine [=female] figure •feminine hygiene ■ The 
book examines the subject from a feminine perspective. ■ 
They've added some feminine touches to the decor. ■ He has 
a rather feminine [-effeminate] voice. — compare 'mascu¬ 
line 

2 grammar, in some languages : of or belonging to the class 
of words (called a gender) that ordinarily includes most of 
the words referring to females • a feminine noun • the femi¬ 
nine gender ■ The feminine form of the Spanish adjective 
“Undo” is “linda.” — compare 'masculine, ‘neuter 

— fem-i-nin-i-ty /,fema'nmati/ noun [noncount] • old- 
fashioned notions about masculinity anti femininity 

2 feminine noun, pi -nines [count] grammar, in some lan¬ 
guages : a word or form of the feminine gender ■ The femi¬ 
nine of the Spanish adjective “lindo” is “linda.” 
fem-i*nism /'fema^izam/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the belief that men and women should have equal rights 
and opportunities 

2 : organized activity in support of women’s rights and inter¬ 
ests 

— feminist /'femamst/ noun, pi -nists [count] • liberal 
feminists — feminist adj ■ the feminist movement •feminist 
theory 

femme fa«tale ^fcmfa'tEel/ noun, pi femmes fa-tales 

/.fcmfa'tjelz/ [count] : a very attractive woman who causes 
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trouble or unhappiness for the men who become involved 
with her 

fe-mur /'fv.mzr/ noun, pi fe-murs also fem-o-ra /'femara/ 
[count] medical : the long bone in the upper part of the leg 

— called also thighbone ; see picture at human 

— fem-o-ral /'femaral/ adj, always used before a noun • the 
femoral artery [=an artery that lies near the femur] 

fen /'fen/ noun, pi fens [count] : low land that is completely 
or partly covered by water ■ bogs and fens 
1 fence /'fens/ noun, pi fenc-es [count] 

1 : a structure like a wall built outdoors usually of wood or 
metal that separates two areas or prevents people or animals 
from entering or leaving ■ We put up a fence around our 
yard. — see picture at house; see also chain-link fence 

2 informal : a person who buys stolen property from thieves 
and sells it 

mend fences see ‘mend 

on the fence : unable to decide about something ■ He tried 
to persuade those still (sitting) on the fence to vote in his fa¬ 
vor. 

the grass is always greener on the other side (of the 
fenced see ‘grass 

— fence-less adj 

2 fence verb fences; fenced; fenc-ing 

1 [+ obj] a : to put a fence around (a place or area) ■ 
They’ve decided to fence (in) the yard. ■ She fenced (off) a 
comer of the property to use as a garden. ■ a house with a 
fenced-in yard b : to keep (something or someone) in or 
out with a fence • He fenced (in) the sheep so they wouldn’t 
wander too far. 

2 [no obj] : to fight with swords : to practice the art or sport 
of fencing ■ Do you fence ? — sometimes used figuratively ■ 
candidates fencing with each other in their televised debates 

3 [+ obj] informal : to sell (stolen property) to someone who 
buys and sells stolen property as an illegal business : to sell 
(stolen property) to a fence • He stole watches and fenced 
them on the street. 

— fenc-er noun, pi -ers [count] • A skilled fencer advances as 
his opponent retreats. 

fencing noun [noncount] 

1 : the art or sport of fighting with swords 

2 : material that is used for making fences ■ barbed-wire 
fencing 

fend /'fend/ verb fends; fend-ed; fend-ing 

fend for yourself : to do things without help : to do basic 
activities by yourself • They had to fend for themselves 
while their mother was away. ■ He’s been fending for him¬ 
self since his wife died. 

fend off [phrasal verb] fend oft (someone or something) or 
fend (someone or something) off : to defend yourself 
against (someone or something) ■ They succeeded in fend¬ 
ing off the attack/attackers. ■ They have had to fend off al¬ 
legations of voter fraud, 
fend-er /'fenda-/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 US : a part of a vehicle that covers a wheel — called also 
[Brit) wing ; see picture at car 

2 US : a curved piece of metal that covers a wheel of a mo¬ 
torcycle or bicycle — called also [Brit) mudguard 

3 : a low metal frame or screen placed in front of an open 
fireplace 

fender bender noun, pi ~ -ers [count] US, informal : a mi¬ 
nor car accident ■ She had a fender bender. = She was in a 
fender bender. 

feng shui /'fAq'/wi:/ noun [noncount] : a Chinese system 
for positioning a building and the objects within a building 
in a way that is thought to agree with spiritual forces and to 
bring health and happiness 

fen-nel /'fen]/ noun [noncount] : a garden plant that is 
grown for its seeds, stems, and leaves 
fe-ral /'feral/ adj 

1 : of, relating to, or resembling a wild beast • feral instincts ■ 
They led a feral existence. 

2 — used to describe an animal (such as a cat or dog) that 
has escaped and become wild • feral cats 

1 fer-ment /fe'mcnt/ verb -merits; -ment-ed; -men-ting 
: to go through a chemical change that results in the produc¬ 
tion of alcohol [no obj] The wine ferments in oak barrels. — 
sometimes used figuratively ■ He let the plan ferment [= devel¬ 
op ] in his mind. (+ obj] Yeast ferments the sugar in the juice. 

— fer-men-ta-tion Afeman'teifan/ noun [noncount] • Grape 
juice becomes wine through fermentation. • the process of 
fermentation 
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2 fer*ment /'foment/ noun [noncount] : a situation in which 
there is much excitement and confusion caused by change ■ 
The city was in a state of ferment after the election. 

fern /'fen/ noun, pi ferns [count] : a type of plant that has 
large, delicate leaves and no flowers 

— fern-like /'fen,laik/ adj — ferny /'feni/ adj ■ a plant with 
ferny foliage ■ a. ferny courtyard 

fe-rO-CiOUS /fa'roof as/ adj [more most 

~] 

1 : very fierce or violent ■ ferocious ani¬ 
mals " A ferocious wind swept the beach. • 

He had a ferocious [=savage] look in his 
eye. 

2 : very great or extreme ■ The competi¬ 
tion among the students was ferocious. • 
ferocious heat ■ a. ferocious appetite 

— fe-ro-cious-ly adv •ferociously strong 
winds ■ a ferociously hot day — fe-ro- 
cious-ness noun [noncount] 

fe-roc-i*ty /fa'ra:sati/« om/j [noncount] : a 
very fierce or violent quality : the quality 
or state of being ferocious ■ the ferocity of the lion’s attack ■ 
We were stunned by the ferocity of the storm. 

1 fer-ret /'ferat/ noun, pi -rets 
[count] : a small animal that is re¬ 
lated to the weasel and is used for 
hunting rodents 

2 ferret verb -rets; -ret-ed; -ret¬ 
ing 

ferret out [phrasal verb] ferret out 
(something) or ferret (some¬ 
thing) out : to find (something, 
such as information) by careful 
searching ■ He’s good at ferret¬ 
ing out the facts. ■ ferret out an¬ 
swers/problems 

Fer*rls wheel /'feras-/ noun, 
pi ~ wheels [count] chiefly 
US : a very large upright 
wheel that has seats around 
its edge where people sit while 
the wheel turns Ferris 
wheels are rides that are 
found at amusement parks. 

— called also (Brit) big wheel 

fer-rOUS /'feres/ adj, techni¬ 
cal : of, relating to, or con¬ 
taining iron * ferrous metal/ 
materials 

fer-rule /'feral/ noun, pi 
-rules [count] : a usually 
metal ring or cap that is 
placed around the end of a 
wooden stick or handle to 
strengthen it 

1 fer-ry /'feri/ verb -ries; -ried; 

-ry-ing [+ obj] : to carry or 
move (someone or some¬ 
thing) on a vehicle (such as a 
boat or a car) usually for a 
short distance between two 
places ■ The cars were ferried across the river. ■ They ferry 
supplies to the island. ■ A bus ferries visitors from the parking 
lot to the entrance gate. = A bus ferries visitors between the 
parking lot and the entrance gate. 

2 ferry noun, pi -ries [count] 

1 : ferryboat ■ Ferries to both islands depart daily. ■ You 
can get there by ferry. • a ferry service/ride 

2 : a place where a ferryboat operates ■ We’ll meet you at the 



Ferris wheel 


ferry. 

fer-ry-boat /'feri,bout/ noun, pi -boats [count] : a boat that 
is used to carry people and things for a short distance be¬ 
tween two places : a boat that ferries people and things 
fer-ry-man /'feriman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] : a per¬ 
son (especially a man) who operates a ferry 

fer-tile/'fet!/ adj 

1 [more most ~]: producing many plants or crops : able 
to support the growth of many plants ■ fertile [-rich] farm¬ 
land/soil 

2 [more most ~] a : producing a large amount of some¬ 
thing ■ an area that is a fertile breeding ground for political 
extremism ■ This subject remains a fertile field for additional 
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investigation, b : producing many ideas ■ He has a fertile 
mind. ■ her fertile imagination 

3 a : able to produce children, young animals, etc. ■ healthy, 
fertile women/men ■ a fertile cow/bull b : able to grow or 
develop ■ afertile egg 

fertility /fo'tilati/ noun [noncount]: the state or condition 
of being fertile: such as a : the ability to produce young ■ 
She studied the effects of pollution on the fertility of the local 
fish population. ■ The doctor ordered a test of his/her fertili¬ 
ty- — often used before another noun ■ a fertility test/drug ■ a 
fertility god/idol b : the ability to support the growth of 
many plants ■ The area is known for its soil fertility, c : the 
ability to produce many ideas ■ the fertility of his imagination 
fer-til-ize also Brit fer-til-ise /'fa^laiz/ verb -iz*es; -ized; 
-izring 

1 [+ obf] a : to make (an egg) able to grow and develop ■ A 
single sperm fertilizes an egg. b : to make (a plant or flower) 
able to produce seeds ■ Bees fertilize plants as they collect 
nectar from flowers. 

2 : to make (soil, land, etc.) richer and better able to support 
plant growth by adding chemicals or a natural substance 
(such as manure) [+ obj] He fertilizes the lawn every year. 
[no obj\ The soil is so rich there is no need to fertilize. 

- ferriilri-za-tion also Brit fer*tilri*sa*tion /.fateto'zeijan/ 
noun [noncount] 

fer*til*iz*er also Brit fer*til*is*er /'fa*3,laiz&/ noun, pi -ers 
: a substance (such as manure or a special chemical) that is 
added to soil to help the growth of plants [noncount] We 
only use organic fertilizer in our gardens, [count] They use 
chemical fertilizers on their lawn, 
fer-vent /'fovant/ adj [more most ~]: felt very strongly ■ 
He is known for his fervent [-passionate, zealous] national¬ 
ism. : having or showing very strong feelings ■ They entered 
a fervent [-heated) debate over the death penalty. ■ a fervent 
admirer/supporter/opponent 

- fer-venMy adv ■ fervently enthusiastic supporters 

fer-vid /'fovad/ adj [more most ~] somewhat formal : hav¬ 

ing or showing feelings that are very strong or too strong " 
fervid fans 

- fer-vid-ly adv 

fer-vor ( US) or Brit fer-vour /'fova/ noun [noncount] : a 
strong feeling of excitement and enthusiasm ■ The fervor sur¬ 
rounding her campaign continued right through election 
day. ■ The novel captures the revolutionary fervor of the peri¬ 
od. ■ religious fervor 

fess /'fes/ verb fess-es; fessed; fess-ing 

fess up [phrasal verb] chiefly US, informal : to admit that 
you have done something wrong : confess • At first he 
denied everything, but eventually he fessed up. m He finally 
fessed up about his involvement. = He finally fessed up to 
being involved. 

fes-ter /'feste/ verb -ters; -tered; -terming [no obj\ 

1 : to become painful and infected ■ His wounds festered for 
days before he got medical attention. ■ a festering sore 

2 : to become worse as time passes ■ His feelings of resent¬ 
ment have festered for years. ■ We should deal with these 
problems now instead of allowing them to fester. 

feS'ti'Val /'fEstaval/ noun, pi -vals [count] 

1 : a special time or event when people gather to celebrate 
something ■ Each year, a festival was held to celebrate the 
harvest. ■ The town has a summer festival in the park. 

2 : an organized series of performances" a film/jazz festival 
festive /'festiv/ adj 

1 [more most —] : cheerful and exciting : suited to a cele¬ 
bration or holiday ■ The house looks very festive during the 
holidays. ■ She was in a festive mood. ■ The reunion will be a 
festive occasion. 

2 Brit : of or relating to Christmas ■ the festive season 
fes«tiv*i"ty /'fE'stivati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : celebration and enjoyment ■ The decorations 
give the hall an air of festivity. 

2 festivities [plural] : enjoyable activities at the time of a 
holiday or other special occasion : festive activities ■ The fes¬ 
tivities will include a parade, a concert, and games for chil¬ 
dren. ■ We enjoyed the New Year’s Eve festivities. 

1 fes*toon /fe'stu:n/ verb -toons; -tooned; -toonring [+ 
obj] : to cover or decorate (something) with many small ob¬ 
jects, pieces of paper, etc. ■ We festooned the halls with leaves 
and white lights. ■ The balcony is festooned in/with ivy. ■ His 
office is festooned with newspaper clippings. 

2 festOOn noun, pi -toons [count] : a long chain or strip of 
something (such as flowers or cloth) that is hung as a decora¬ 


tion — usually plural • walls covered with festoons of flowers 
fe-ta /'feta/ noun [noncount] : a type of white Greek cheese 
that is made from sheep’s or goat’s milk m feta cheese 
fe-tal (US) or Brit foe*tal /'fi:tj/ adj : of or relating to a devel¬ 
oping animal or human being that is not yet bom : of or re¬ 
lating to a fetus ■ a fetal heartbeat ■ a fetal pig 
fetal position (US) or Brit foetal position noun [singular] 
: a position in which you lie on your side with both legs and 
both arms bent and pulled up to your chest and with your 
head bowed forward 

fetch /'fetf/ verb fetch-es; fetched; fetchring 

1 : to go after and bring back (someone or something) [+ 
obj] Wait here while \ fetch [=get] the doctor. ■ Please fetch me 
a drink. = Please fetch a drink for me. ■ If you throw the ball 
the dog will fetch it. [no obj] Hunting dogs are trained to 
fetch. 

2 [+ obj] : to be sold for (an amount of money) ■ This table 
should fetch quite a bit at auction. ■ The house fetched more 
than we expected. 

fetch and carry: to do the kind of jobs that servants do for 
someone ■ I won’t fetch and carry for you all day. 
fetch up [phrasal verb] chiefly Brit, informal : to reach or 
come to a place, condition, or situation that was not 
planned or expected ■ She traveled throughout Europe and 
eventually fetched up [=ended up] in Italy, 
fetching /'fetfii)/ adj [more most ~] somewhat old- 
fashioned : attractive or pleasing ■ a fetching smile ■ You look 
very fetching in that outfit. 

— fetchringriy adv m fetchingly dressed 
^ete or fete /'feit, 'fet/ noun, pi fetes [count] 

1 US : a large party or celebration 

2 Brit : an outdoor event for raising money that usually in¬ 
cludes competitions and things for sale • won a prize at the 
church/village fete 

2 fete or fete verb fetes or fetes; fet-ed or fet-ed; fet-ing or 
fet-ing [+ obj]: to honor (a person) or celebrate (something) 
with a large party or public celebration ■ They feted the win¬ 
ning team with banquets and parades. — often used as (be) 
feted " She was feted for her contributions to science, 
fet*id /'fetad/ adj [more most —] : having a strong, un¬ 
pleasant smell ■ a fetid pool of water ■ the fetid odor of rotting 
vegetables 

fe*tish /'fetij/ noun, pi -tish*es [count] 

1 : a strong and unusual need or desire for something ■ He 
has a fetish for secrecy. 

2 : a need or desire for an object, body part, or activity for 
sexual excitement ■ a shoe/foot/leather fetish 

3 : an object that is believed to have magical powers ■ He 
wore a fetish to ward off evil spirits. 

— fe-tishrism /'fEtiJjzam/ noun [noncount] ■ sexual fetish¬ 
ism — fe-tish-lst /'feti/ist/ noun, pi -ists [count] ■ a foot 
fetishist [=a person who has a foot fetish] 

fetriOCk /'fEt,la:k/ noun, pi -locks [count] : a part at the 
back of a horse’s leg above the hoof 
fet*ter /'fets*/ verb -ters; -tered; -terming [+ obj] 

1 formal ; to prevent (someone or something) from moving 
or acting freely "He found himself fettered by responsibili¬ 
ties. ■ restrictions that fetter [=hinder] creativity 

2 old-fashioned : to put chains around someone’s feet to pre¬ 
vent motion ■ fetter [=shackle] a prisoner 

fet-ters /'fet^z/ noun [plural] 

1 formal : something that prevents someone or something 
from moving or acting freely ■ She longs to be free of \he fet¬ 
ters [= constraints] of family obligations. 

2 : chains placed around a person’s feet to restrict motion ■ a 
prisoner in fetters [=shackles] 

fet*tle /'fetl/ noun [singular] informal : a person’s physical 
state or condition — usually used in the phrase in fine fettle • 
He seems to be in fine fettle this morning. [=he seems to be 
feeling very well; he seems very fit and cheerful] 
fet*tuc*ci*ne or fet*tuc*ci*ni or fet-tu*ci*ne or fet*tu*ci- 
ni /,fEt3'tfi:ni/ noun [noncount] : a type of pasta that is 
shaped like long, thin ribbons 

fe*tus or chiefly Brit foerius /'fiitas/nown, pi -tus*es [count] 
: a human being or animal in the later stages of development 
before it is born — compare embryo 
feud /'fju:d/ noun, pi feuds [count] : a long and angry fight 
or quarrel between two people or two groups * The workers’ 
feud with management concerns health benefits and pay in¬ 
creases. ■ Because of a family feud, they did not see each oth¬ 
er for a decade. — see also blood feud 
-feud verb feuds; feud-ed; feudring [no obj] - They 
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feuded (with each other) for years. ■ The estate is not set¬ 
tled because the family is still feuding over the will, 
feu-dal /'fluid]/ adj : of or relating to feudalism ■ the feudal 
system ■ a. feudal law/lord 

feu-dal-ism /'fluids,hzam/ noun [noncount] : a social sys¬ 
tem that existed in Europe during the Middle Ages in which 
people worked and fought for nobles who gave them protec¬ 
tion and the use of land in return 
fe-ver /‘fiiva 1 / noun, pi -vers 

1 a : a body temperature that is higher than normal [count] 
He has had a. fever for two days. = He has been running a fe¬ 
ver for two days, [noncount] The symptoms of the disease in¬ 
clude headache and fever, b [count] : a disease that causes 
an increase in body temperature ■ She caught a fever. — see 
also HAY FEVER, RHEUMATIC FEVER, SCARLET FEVER, 
YELLOW FEVER 

2 [singular] a : a state of excited emotion or activity ■ We 
waited in a fever of anticipation. ■ He had us all in a fever with 
worry. — see also cabin fever, spring fever b : a state 
of great enthusiasm or interest ■ Every fall the town develops 
football fever. [=the town becomes very excited about foot¬ 
ball] 

fever blister noun, pi —ters [count] US : COLD SORE 
fe-vered /‘fiivad/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : having or affected by a fever — usually used in the 
phrase fevered brow ■ She wiped the sweat from his fevered 
brow. 

2 : very excited or active 9 fevered activity/experimentation ■ 
a fevered imagination 

fe-veMStl /'fi:v»n// adj [more most ~] 

1 a : having a fever : suffering from a higher than normal 
body temperature caused by illness ■ She was feeling tired 
and feverish, b : of or relating to a fever ■ a feverish night¬ 
mare ■ He had a feverish appearance. 

2 : involving intense emotion or activity : feeling or showing 
great or extreme excitement ■ We waited for the announce¬ 
ment with feverish [=eager] anticipation. ■ feverish [-hectic] 
activity 

— fe-ver-ish-ly adv ■ We worked feverishly to prepare for 
the party. 

fever pitch noun : a state of extreme excitement or activity 
[singular] I worked myself up to/into a fever pitch of enthusi¬ 
asm. ■ New allegations brought interest in the scandal to a fe¬ 
ver pitch, [noncount] Demand for the new car soon reached 
fever pitch. 

1 few /'flu:/ adj few«er; -est 

1 : not many ■ Few people came. ■ the next/last/past few 
weeks ■ I know (very )few people in the class. ■ Music is one 
of my (very) few pleasures. ■ He caught fewer fish than the 
rest of us. ■ There are fewer children at the school this year. ■ 
Not many people came, but the few people who did enjoyed 
themselves. ■ Few (if any) people understand me. 

2 : not many but some — used in the phrase a few ■ Only/ 
Just a few people came. ■ We went out for a few drinks after 
work. ■ I know a few people in the class. ■ The train leaves in 
a few minutes. The phrases quite a few and, less common¬ 
ly, not a few or (chiefly Brit) a good few all mean “fairly 
many.” ■ Quite a few students from our high school go on to 
college. 

as few as — used to suggest that a number or amount is 
surprisingly small ■ The procedure is recommended by as 
few as [=only] one out of five doctors. ■ As few as half the 
students passed the test. 

few and far between : not common or frequent ■ Really 
good movies are few and far between. [=there are not many 
really good movies] ■ Opportunities like that are few and 
far between. 

no fewer than : at least — used to suggest that a number or 
amount is surprisingly large ■ No fewer than 1,000 people 
attended the meeting. ■ No fewer than 80 percent of regis¬ 
tered voters turned out for the primary. 
of few words A person of few words is someone who does 

not talk very much. ■ a man/woman of few words 
2 few pronoun 

1 : not many people or things • (Very )Few came. • His stories 
may be entertaining, but few (if any) are true. = They may be 
entertaining, but few (if any) of his stories are true. ■ There 
are many students in the class, but I know very few (of 
them). ■ “Never.. . was so much owed by so many to so 
few." —Sir Winston Churchill, Speech (August, 1940) 

2 : some people or things — used in the phrase a few 9 A few 
came. ■ I bought several magazines and I read a few (of 


them). • Unfortunately, a few of the people who came failed 
to enjoy themselves. ■ We gave away most of the photo¬ 
graphs but we kept a few (of them). ■ They sold a few of the 
books. ■ She met a few of my relatives. The phrases quite a 
few and, less commonly, not a few or ( chiefly Brit) a good 
few all mean “fairly many.” ■ Not all our students go on to 
college, but quite a few (of them) do. [=a large number of our 
students do] 

3 : a small number of people or things that are chosen or re¬ 
garded as special or unusual in some way ■ A select few will 
receive advance tickets. • A sophisticated movie like this 
only appeals to the discriminating/ew. 
have a few or have a few too many informal : to have too 
many alcoholic drinks ■ We could tell from his slurred 
speech that he’d had a few. ■ It looks like she had a few too 
many. 

1 feW«er / l f}u:w&/ adj *. not so many : a smaller number of • I 
take fewer (and fewer) vacations every year. ■ He teaches 
(many) fewer classes than I do. usage see 'less 

2 f ewer pronoun : a smaller number of people or things ■ Fewer 
came than were expected. ■ Few know and (even ) fewer care 
about local history. ■ Fewer than 50 percent of registered vot¬ 
ers turned out for the primary, 
fez /'fez/ noun, pi fez*zes [count]: a type of 
round red hat that has a flat top and no 
brim Fezzes are worn by men in some 
Middle Eastern countries, 
fi-an-ce /,fi:,a:n'sei, fi'a:n,sei/ noun, pi 
-c6s [count] : a man that a woman is en¬ 
gaged to be married to ■ Let me introduce 
my fiance. 

fi*an*cee /,fi:,a:n'sei, fi'a:n,sei/ noun, pi 
-c6es [count] : a woman that a man is en¬ 
gaged to be married to ■ My fiancee and I 
will be married in June. 
fi-as-CO /fi'ceskou/ noun, pi -coes [count] : a complete fail¬ 
ure or disaster ■ The party turned into a complete/utter fias¬ 
co. 9 a political fiasco 

fi»at /'fi:st, 'fai,£et/ noun, pi -ats formal: an official order giv¬ 
en by someone who has power : an order that must be fol¬ 
lowed [count] a judicial Art [noncount] He runs the compa¬ 
ny by fiat. ■ government by fiat 

1 flb /'fib/ noun, pi fibs [count] informal : an untrue statement 
about something minor or unimportant ■ I have to admit 
that I told a fib when I said I epjoyed the movie. • Is she tell¬ 
ing/z&y again? 

2 fib verb fibs; fibbed: fib>bing [no obj] informal : to tell a fib 
: to make an untrue statement about something minor or 
unimportant • I fibbed when I said that I enjoyed the movie. ■ 
He fibbed about his weight. 
fi»ber (US) or Brit fi-bre /'faiba-/ noun, pi -bers 

1 [noncount] : plant material that cannot be digested but that 
helps you to digest other food • It’s important to get enough 
fiber in your diet. ■ dietary fiber 9 What foods do you recom¬ 
mend as good sources of fiber! 9 foods that are high in fiber 

2 a : a thin thread of natural or artificial material that can 
be used to make cloth, paper, etc. [count] The fabric is made 
from a mix of synthetic fibers. ■ The natural fibers allow the 
fabric to breathe, [noncount] The paper is made from both 
cotton and wood fiber, b : material (such as cloth) that is 
made from thin threads : something made of fibers [count] 
Nylon is a very strong man-made fiber, [noncount] The po¬ 
lice examined hair and bits of fiber found in the victim’s car. 

3 [count] : a long, thin piece of material that forms a type of 
tissue in your body ■ muscle/nerve fibers 

4 [ noncount ] formal : strength or toughness of character ■ 
cultural changes that have weakened the moral fiber of our 
nation’s youth 

with every fiber of your being : with all of your effort or 
desire • She wanted to be a doctor with every fiber of her be¬ 
ing. • He fought with every fiber of his being for freedom. 
fi*ber*board (US) or Brit fi>bre*board /'faiba^boad/ noun 
[noncount] : a type of board made by pressing fibers of wood 
into stiff sheets 

fi*ber-glass (US) or Brit fi»bre»glass /'faiba^glses, Brit 
'faibs.glais/ noun [noncount] : a light and strong material 
that is made from thin threads of glass and that is used in 
making various products — often used before another noun 
■ a fiberglass boat 

fiber Optics (US) or Brit fibre optics noun [noncount] 
technical: the use of thin threads of glass or plastic to carry 
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very large amounts of information in the form of light sig¬ 
nals 

— fi-ber-op-tic ( US) or Brit fi-bre-op-tic /'faiber,a:ptik/ 
adj, technical ■ a fiber-optic cable/network 

fi-brous /'faibras/ adj [more most ~] : containing, made 
of, or resembling fibers "He had surgery to remove fibrous 
scar tissue in his knee. ■ The vegetable has a fibrous [=stringy, 
tough ] texture. 

fib*U*la /'fibjala/ noun, pi -lae /-li/ or -las [count] medical 
: the outer one of the two bones below the knee in a person’s 
leg — see picture at human 

fick*le /'fikal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : changing often ■ fickle weather 

2 disapproving : changing opinions often ■ fickle friends/sup¬ 
porters ■ He blames poor sales on fickle consumers. 

— fick*le*ness noun [noncount] ■ the fickleness of the 
weather 

fiotion /'fikjan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : written stories about people and events that 
are not real : literature that tells stories which are imagined 
by the writer ■ She mainly writes fiction. ■ great works oi fic¬ 
tion — compare nonfiction; see also science fiction 

2 : something that is not true [noncount] His explanation of 
what happened was pur e fiction. [=was completely untrue] 
[count] She believes the fiction that crime rates are up. 

— fic*tion*al /'fikjan]/ adj ■ a fictional character/place ■ She 
wrote a fictional account of a family living during the war. 

fic-tion*al*ize also Brit fic*tion*al*ise /'fikjana^aiz/ verb 
-iz*es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] : to change (a true story) into 
fiction by changing or adding details ■ The book is a fictional¬ 
ized account of their travels. ■ Her books are based in fact, 
but she fictionalizes many of the events. 

— fic*tion*al*i*za*tion also Brit fic*tion*al*i*sa*tion 
Afikjanala'zeijan, Brit ifik/anajlai'zei/an/ noun, pi -tions 
[count, noncount] • the fictionalization of a true story 

f iC*ti*tioUS /fik'tijas/ adj : not true or real ■ a fictitious story 
■ The characters in the book are all fictitious. ■ She gave a fic¬ 
titious address on the application. 

^id'dle /'fid]/ noun, pi f id-dies [count] informal 

1 : VIOLIN • an expert with/on the fiddle 

2 Brit : a dishonest way of getting money : swindle, scam • 
arrested for a tax fiddle 

fit as a fiddle see 1 fit 

play second fiddle : to have a less important position or 
status than someone or something else : to be regarded or 
treated as less important ■ a former star athlete who is not 
happy to play second fiddle as he nears the end of his ca¬ 
reer — often + to • He’s not happy to play second fiddle to 
the younger players on the team. 

2 fiddle verb fid*dles; fid-died; fid-dling /'fidlirj/ 

1 [no obj] informal : to play a violin ■ Nero fiddled while 
Rome burned. — used especially to describe playing folk 
music, country music, etc., on a violin ■ a fiddling competi¬ 
tion 

2 [+ obj] chiefly Brit, informal : to secretly change (some¬ 
thing, such as information) in a harmful or dishonest way ■ 
fiddle [-fudge] the accounts/books 

fiddle around or chiefly Brit fiddle about [phrasal verb] : to 
spend time in activity that does not have a real purpose ■ 
They spent hours just fiddling [-fooling] around when they 
should have been working. 

fiddle with [phrasal verb] fiddle with (something) 1 : to 
move or handle (something) with your hands or fingers in 
a nervous way * She was nervously fiddling with her pen as 
she waited for the test to start. 2 : to change or handle 
(something, such as the controls of a machine) in a way 
that shows you are not sure what to do ■ He was fiddling 
[-tinkering] with the controls of the television, trying to get 
it to work. 3 : to change (something) in a harmful or fool¬ 
ish way ■ It became clear that someone had fiddled [tam¬ 
pered] with the equipment. 

— fid-dler /'fidja 1 / noun, pi fld*dlers [count] ■ an expert/ 
champion fiddler • (Brit) tax fiddlers [=people who lie to 
avoid paying taxes] 

fid*dle*Sticks /'fid],stiks/ interj, informal + old-fashioned 

— used to express mild anger or disagreement ■ “I had noth¬ 
ing to do with it.” ”Oh .fiddlesticks'. I know you did.” 

f id-dly /'fid]i/ acjj fid-dli-er; -dll*est [or more most ~] 
chiefly Brit, informal : awkward or difficult to handle be¬ 
cause of many small parts or details • connecting up all the 
wires and the other fiddly bits 

fi*del*i*ty /fa'delati/ noun [noncount] 


1 a : the quality of being faithful to your husband, wife, or 
sexual partner ■ She began to doubt her husband's fidelity. 
[=to wonder if he was having an affair with another woman] 
• sexual fidelity — often + to ■ his fidelity to his wife 

— opposite infidelity b : the quality of being faithful or 
loyal to a country, organization, etc. — usually + to • No one 
can doubt his fidelity [-devotion] to his country. 

2 : the degree to which something matches or copies some¬ 
thing else — + to ■ The movie’s director insisted on total fi¬ 
delity to the book. [=insisted that the story told in the movie 
should accurately copy the story told in the book] 

3 : the degree to which a device (such as a CD player, radio, 
or television) correctly reproduces sounds, pictures, etc. ■ 
music with much higher fidelity than on cassettes ■ a printer 
with outstanding color fidelity [=a printer that produces very 
accurate colors] — see also high fidelity 

fidg*et /'ficfeot/ verb -ets; -et*ed; -et-ing [no obj] : to make 
a lot of small movements because you are nervous, bored, 
etc. : to move or act in a nervous or restless way ■ He was 
constantly fidgeting in his chair. 

fidget with [phrasal verb] fidget with (something) : to move 
or handle (something) with your hands and fingers in a 
nervous way ■ He was fidgeting [= fiddling ] with his tie be¬ 
fore the presentation. 

fidg*ety /'ficfesti/ adj [more most ~] : moving a lot be¬ 
cause of nervousnees, boredom, etc. : tending to fidget ■ He 
grew more fidgety with each passing hour. ■ Coffee makes me 
fidgety, [-jumpy, restless] 

fi*du*ci*ary /fo'duij^eri, Brit fi'djui/iari/ adj, formal : relat¬ 
ing to or involving trust (such as the trust between a custom¬ 
er and a professional) ■ a fiduciary capacity/duty ■ a bank’s fi¬ 
duciary obligations 

fief /'fi:f/ noun, pi fiefs [count] : a large area of land that was 
ruled over by a lord in medieval times : a feudal estate — 
sometimes used figuratively ■ a politician’s fief [=fiefdom] 
fief*dom /'fiifdam/ noun, pi -doms [count] : an area over 
which a person has control ■ The coaches viewed their 
school districts as personal fief doms. 

1 field /'fi:ld/ noun, pi fields [count] 

1 a : an open area of land without trees or buildings ■ He 
gazed out across the fields. ■ a grassy/muddy field ■ green 
fields • an open field — see also ice field b : an area of 
land that has a special use ■ farm fields ■ a field of wheat = a 
wheat field • cotton/tobacco fields — see color picture on 
page C7; see also OIL FIELD 

2 : an area of work, study, etc. ■ She hopes to find work in 
the health field. • She is a pioneer/leader in the field of genet¬ 
ic research. ■ a lawyer who is eminent in his field ■ working in 
his chosen field ■ fields of leaming/interest/study ■ a fascinat- 
ing field of endeavor 

3 a : an area of land that is used for sports ■ football/athlet¬ 
ic/baseball/soccer fields ■ a ball field ■ The home team took 
the field. [=ran out onto the field to begin play] * Spectators 
are not allowed on the field of play. [= playing field] ■ The 
team has been tough to beat on its home field [=its own field 
where it plays in front of its fans] ^ In a baseball or cricket 
game, when one team is batting the other team is in the field. 

— see also center field, field event, left field, 

PLAYING FIELD, RIGHT FIELD, TRACK AND FIELD b In 
basketball a shot taken from the field is a shot taken during 
ordinary play rather than a free throw. • They shot well jrom 
the field but they missed too many free throws. 

4 : the area where work is done away from a laboratory, of¬ 
fice, etc. ■ archaeologists/salesmen working in the field — of¬ 
ten used before another noun ■ She will be doing field re¬ 
search in South America. ■ field studies ■ The product has 
been tested under field conditions of actual use. ■ field work¬ 
ers — see also FIELD-TEST, FIELDWORK 

5 : the group of people, horses, teams, etc., that are in a race 
or other competition ■ a race with a large field of runners ■ 
The presidential election has attracted a large field of candi¬ 
dates. ■ She was leading/trailing the field by a wide margin. — 
often used figuratively ■ The company is working hard to 
stay/keep ahead of the field. [=to continue to be more suc¬ 
cessful than its competitors] 

6 : a place where battles and other military activities happen 
■ the field of battle ■ soldiers in the field — see also BATrLE- 
FIELD, LANDING FIELD, MINEFIELD 

7 : a region or space in which an effect or force (such as 
gravity, electricity, or magnetism) exists ■ an electric/mag¬ 
netic field 

8 : an area in which a particular type of information is 
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placed ■ You must complete all fields before submitting the 
form. ■ (i computers ) The database is separated into several 
different fields. 

9 : field of vision ■ Nothing moved within his visual field. 
— see also field of view 
play the field see ‘play 
2 field verb fields; field-ed; field-ing [+ obj] 

1 baseball or cricket : to catch or stop and throw a ball ■ The 
shortstop fielded the ground ball. ■ a. fielding error; also : to 
play (a position) on a baseball team ■ a shortstop who fields 
his position flawlessly 

2 a : to deal with or respond to (something, such as a tele¬ 
phone call or a request) ■ Last week sh e fielded two offers on 
her house. ■ His secretary will field requests for more infor¬ 
mation. b : to give an answer to (a question) ■ The senator 
fielded the reporters’ questions. 

3 : to put (a team, army, etc.) into the field to compete or 
fight ■ They expect to field a strong team this year. ■ the 
greatest fighting force that any nation has ever fielded 

field day noun, pi ~ days [count] : a day of outdoor sports 
and athletic competition for school children ■ the fifth 
grade’s annual field day 

have a field day : to get a lot of pleasure and enjoyment 
from doing something — used especially to describe get¬ 
ting enjoyment from criticizing someone, making fun of 


fiend /'fi:nd/ noun, pi fiends [count] 

1 a : an evil spirit : a demon or devil b : a very evil or cruel 
person ■ a murderous fiend • a fiend in human form 

2 informal a : a person who is very enthusiastic about 
something : fanatic ■ He’s a real golf fiend. • a fresh air 
fiend ■ He’s a fiend for physical fitness. [=he is very devoted 
to physical fitness] b : a person who is addicted to a drug or 
to a kind of behavior ■ a dope/drug fiend [=addict] ■ a sex 
fiend 

like a fiend chiefly US, informal — used to say that someone 
does a lot of something ■ She’s b#en working like a fiend. 
[=working very hard] ■ He smokes like a fiend. 
f iend*ish /■fiindij'/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : very evil or cruel ■ a fiendish murderer • He takes a fiend¬ 
ish delight in hurting people. ■ a fiendish contraption ■ a 
fiendish [= diabolical] plot to destroy the world 

2 : extremely bad, unpleasant, or difficult ■ fiendish weather 
■ a fiendish problem 

— f iend-ish-ly adv • a fiendishly clever plot ■ a fiendishly hot 
sun ■ a fiendishly coldhearted murderer ■ fiendishly com¬ 
plex tools and machinery — fiend-ish-ness noun [non¬ 
count] • a plot of incredible fiendishness 
fierce /'firs/ adj fierc-er; -est 
1 a : very violent ■ He was killed in a fierce battle. ■ a fierce 
assault/attack ■ fierce combat/fighting b : eager to fight or 


someone, etc. ■ If word of his involvement in this scandal 
ever leaks out, the newspapers are going to have a field 
day. ■ Journalists have had afield day with this scandal. 
field«er /'fidda*/ noun, pi -ers [count] baseball or cricket : a 
player who is in the field while the opposing team is batting 
field event noun, pi ~ events [count] : an event in a track 
meet that is not a race ■ a discus thrower who excelled at all 
Xhejield events 

field glasses noun [plural]: binoculars 
field goal noun, pi ~ goals [count] 

1 American football: a score of three points made by kicking 
the ball between the goalposts ■ He kicked a 20-yard field 
goal. ■ They’ve won three games by less than afield goal. [=by 
fewer than three points] 

2 basketball : basket 2b ■ a three-point field goal 

field guide noun, pi ~ guides [count] : a book that helps 
you to identify birds, plants, animals, rocks, etc. ■ a field 
guide to the birds 

field hand noun, pi ~ hands [count] US : a person who is 
hired to work on a farm : farmhand 
field hockey noun [noncount] US + Canada : a game that is 
played on a field in which each team uses curved sticks to try 
to hit the ball into the opponent's goal — called also {chiefly 
Brit) hockey\ compare ice hockey 
field house noun, pi ~ houses [count] US : a large build¬ 
ing that is used for athletic events and that usually has seats 
for spectators 

field marshal noun, pi ~ -shals [count] : the highest rank¬ 
ing military officer in the British Army 
field mouse noun, pi ~ mice [count] : a type of mouse that 
lives in open fields 

field of view noun, pi fields of view [count] 

1 : the area that can be seen when you look through a tele¬ 
scope, a pair of binoculars, etc. ■ the telescope’s field of view 

2 : FIELD OF VISION 

field of vision noun, pi fields of vision [count] : the area 
that you can see without moving your eyes ■ He ran right 
through my field of vision. ■ She has a blind spot in the middle 
_ of her field of vision. 

1 ield-Stone /'fi:ld,stoun/ noun, pi -stones [count ]: a stone 
that is taken from a field and used in its natural form • They 
used plain fieldstones as grave markers. — often used before 
another noun ■ afieldstone fireplace 
field-test /'fidchtest/ verb -tests; -test-ed; -testing [+ 
obj] : to test (something, such as a product) by using it in the 
actual conditions it was designed for ■ These products need 
to be thoroughly field-tested before we can begin using them. 
— field test noun, pi ~ tests [count] ■ doing afield test of 
the prototype 

field trip noun, pi ~ trips [count] : a visit to a place (such as 
a museum or zoo) that is made by students to learn about 
something ■ We took a class field trip to the power plant. ■ We 
went on afield trip. 

field-work /'fidd,w»k/ noun [noncount] : the work of gath¬ 
ering information by going into the field (sense 4) ■ an an¬ 
thropologist who has done fieldwork in the South Pacific 


kill ■ a fierce tiger/warrior ■ a fierce fighter 

2 : having or showing a lot of strong emotion : very strong 
or intense ■ a fierce argument/struggle ■ The proposal has 
faced fierce opposition. ■ The two teams have had a fierce ri¬ 
valry for many years. ■ fierce enthusiasm ■ He’s admired for 
his fierce independence. ■ She’s a fierce competitor. • You 
could see the fierce determination in her eyes. 

3 : very harsh or powerful ■ a fierce desert wind ■ a fierce heat 
wave ■ a fierce storm/squall ■ She was suffering through fierce 
[=excruciating] pain. 

something fierce US, informal: very badly or very much ■ I 
miss her something fierce. [=tremendously] ■ I need a vaca¬ 
tion something fierce. 

- fierce-ly adv [more most ~] ■ He has been fiercely de¬ 
nounced by his former associates. ■ a fiercely partisan/inde¬ 
pendent voter ■ the fiercely hot sun ■ fiercely protective/loy¬ 
al- fierce-ness noun [noncount] 

fi-ery /'fajari/ adj fi-er-i-er; -est [or more —; most —] 

1 : having or producing fire ■ the fiery [=blazing] interior of 
the furnace ■ He was killed in a fiery crash/explosion. ■ a fiery 
volcano 

2 of food : tasting very hot and spicy ■ fiery chili peppers ■ a 
fiery sauce 

3 a : having or showing a lot of strong and angry emotion ■ a 
fiery speech/sermon ■ a fiery young politician ■ fiery determi¬ 
nation b : easily made angry ■ He has a fiery temper. [=he 
becomes angry very easily] 

4 : having the color of fire ■ a fiery sunset ■ a fiery red/orange 
color 

- fi-er-i-ness noun [noncount] 

fi-es-ta /fi'esta/ noun, pi -tas [count] : a public celebration 
in Spain and Latin America with parades and dances in hon¬ 
or of a saint 

fife /‘faif/ noun, pi fifes [count] : a musical instrument that 
looks like a small flute 

f if-teen /,fiPti:n/ noun, pi -teens [count] : the number 15 

- fifteen adj ■ fifteen dollars — fifteen pronoun ■ Only fifteen 
(of them) showed up on time. — fif-teenth /,fiPti:n0/ 
noun, pi -teenths [count] • the fifteenth of September ■ one 
fifteenth of the total — fifteenth adj ■ the fifteenth day 
— fifteenth adv ■ Their boat finished fifteenth. 

1 fifth /'fi0, 'fife/ noun, pi fifths 

1 [singular] : number five in a series ■ The bill is due on the 
fifth of each month. 

2 [count] : one of five equal parts of something ■ She donated 
a fifth of her income to charity. 

3 [count] : a unit of measure for alcoholic liquor that is equal 
to one fifth of a U.S. gallon (approximately 750 ml); also : a 
bottle that holds this amount of liquor ■ bought a fifth of 
whiskey 

take/plead the Fifth chiefly US : to refuse to answer ques¬ 
tions in a court of law because your answers might be 
harmful to you or might show that you have committed a 
crime ■ When called to testify, he took the Fifth. — often 
used figuratively ■ He took the Fifth [=he refused to answer] 
when his wife asked him where he’d spent the night. ❖ The 
phrase take/plead the Fifth refers to the Fifth Amendment 
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of the U.S. Constitution, which says that citizens of the 
U.S. cannot be required to give testimony that could be 
used against them in a court of law. 

2 fifth adj : occupying the number five position in a series ■ the 
fifth dancer in the line • the fifth annual awards banquet 

— fifth adv ■ the nation’s fifth largest city ■ She finished fifth 
in the race. 

fifth Wheel noun, pi ~ wheels [count] informal: an extra 
person who is not needed in a group • He felt more and more 
like a fifth wheel at the office, 
f if»ty /'fifti/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [count] : the number 50 

2 fifties [plural] a : the numbers ranging from 50 to 59 b 
: a set of years ending in digits ranging from 50 to 59 ■ She is 
in her fifties. ■ He fondly remembers growing up in the fifties. 
[=1950-1959] 

3 [count] US : a fifty-dollar bill ■ The bill lor dinner came to 
$43, and she gave him a fifty. 

— fif-ti*eth /'fiftiaO/ adj ■ their fiftieth wedding anniversary 

— fiftieth noun, pi -eths [count] ■ one fiftieth of the total 

— fifty adj ■ fifty cars in the parking lot — fifty pronoun ■ 
Fifty (of them) were wounded in battle. — fif-ty»ish 
/'fiftijij/a# ■ He looked fiftyish. [=about 50 years old] 

fif-ty—fif-ty /.fifti'fifti/ adj 

1 : shared equally ■ a fifty-fifty split [=an equal split] ■ a fifty- 
fifty blend of cotton and polyester 

2 : equally good and bad • We have a. fifty-fifty chance of suc¬ 
ceeding. [=we are as likely to succeed as we are to fail] 

— fifty-fifty adv ■ They divided/split the expenses fifty-fifty, 
[-equally] 

fig /'fig/ noun, pi figs [count] 

1 : a sweet fruit that grows on a tree and that is usually eaten 
dry — see color picture on page C5 

2 informal + old-fashioned : anything at all — usually used in 
negative statements ■ He doesn’t care a fig [=doesn’t care at 
all] about what others think. ■ I don’t give a fig whether he 
comes or goes. 

fig. abbr figure 

1 fight /'fait/ verb fights; fought /'fa:t/; fight-ing 

1 a : to use weapons or physical force to try to hurt some¬ 
one, to defeat an enemy, etc. : to struggle in battle or physi¬ 
cal combat [no obj] The soldiers fought bravely. ■ When he 
was young he was always fighting. ■ He fought like a tiger. ■ 
The U.S. and Germany fought in World Wars I and II. — of¬ 
ten + against ■ The U.S. fought against Germany in World 
Wars I and II. [+ obj] They vowed to fight the invaders of 
their homeland. ■ The U.S .fought Germany in World Wars I 
and II. b [+ obj] : to be involved in (a battle, struggle, etc.) ■ 
fight [-wage] a war/battle for independence ■ fighting a duel • 

1 think we’re fighting a losing battle. [=we are trying to do 
something that we will not be able to do] 

2 [no obj] : to argue in an angry way ■ He and his wife are al¬ 
ways fighting over/about money. ■ They fight (with each oth¬ 
er) all the time. 

3 [no obj] : to try hard to do something that is difficult ■ They 
were fighting [= struggling] to stay awake/alive. ■ We were 
fighting to protect our jobs. 

4 a : to work hard to defeat, end, or prevent something [no 
obj] fighting against poverty ■ fighting against AIDS/cancer/ 
crime [+ obj] fighting poverty ■ The company fought the 
takeover attempt. ■ His lawyers have vowed that they will 
fight the court’s decision. ■ fight a fire • fight crime b [+ obj] 
: to struggle against (something) ■ I've been fighting a cold all 
week. ■ We had to fight traffic [=to drive through a lot of traf¬ 
fic] all the way home. 

5 [+ obj] : to try not to be affected by (a feeling, urge, etc.) ■ 
He was fighting the urge/impulse to laugh. [=he was trying 
not to laugh] 

6 : to participate in the sport of boxing [no obj] He will fight 
for the heavyweight title next month. [+ obj] He has fought 
several worthy opponents. ■ He fought several difficult 
matches on his way to the title. 

fight back [phrasal verb] 1 : to attack or try to defeat some¬ 
one who is attacking or trying to defeat you ■ We can’t just 
let them make these accusations against us. We need to 
fight back ! 2 : to make a new effort against an opponent ■ 
They fell behind early in the game, but they were able to 
fight back and tie the score in the second half. — see also 
fightback 3 Someone who is fighting back tears is 
trying very hard not to cry. ■ He was fighting back tears as 
he announced his resignation. 

fight fire with fire : to fight against an opponent by using 


the same methods or weapons that the opponent uses 
fight for [phrasal verb] fight for (something) 1 : to fight in 
support of (something) ■ young soldiers fighting for their 
country ■ This is a cause that’s worth fighting for. 2 : to 
fight or struggle to get, keep, or achieve (something) ■ The 
team is fighting for a spot in the play-offs. ■ The two armies 
fought all night for control of the fort. ■ We are fighting for 
our rights as citizens. ■ They had to fight for survival. ■ 
When they brought him to the hospital, he was fighting for 
breath. [=he was struggling to breathe] ■ Her condition is 
very serious. She’s fighting for her life. [=she is struggling to 
survive; she is in danger of dying] 
fight It out 1 : to be in a fight ■ People were fighting it out 
over parking spaces. 2 : to end a dispute by fighting or ar¬ 
guing ■ This matter won’t be settled until the lawyers fight 
it out in court. 

fight like cats and dogs (<chiefly US) or Brit fight like cat 
and dog informal : to fight or argue a lot or in a very 
forceful and angry way ■ a married couple who are always 
fighting like cats and dogs 

fight off [phrasal verb] fight (someone or something) off or 
fight off (someone or something) : to defend yourself 
against (someone or something) by fighting or struggling 
: to avoid being harmed or overcome by (someone or 
something) by fighting or struggling ■ They fought off the 
attack/attackers. ■ I’m trying to fight off a cold. 
fight on [phrasal verb] : to continue fighting ■ He vowed that 
he would fight on alone. 
fight shy of see 'shy 

fight the good fight : to try very hard to do what is right ■ 
He has always fought the good fight against oppression. 
fight with [phrasal verb] fight with (someone or something) 
1 : to fight against (someone or something) ■ He fought 
with his wife over/about money. • The U.S. fought with 
Germany in World Wars I and II. ■ He fought with several 
worthy opponents. 2 : to fight on the same side as (some¬ 
one or something) ■ The U.S .fought (together) with the So¬ 
viet Union in World War II. 3 : to fight by using (some¬ 
thing, such as a weapon) ■ They were fighting with knives. ■ 
They fought with their fists. 

fight your way : to move forward or make progress by 
pushing, fighting, or struggling ■ He fought his way through 
the crowd. ■ They’ve had to fight their way through a lot of 
red tape to get the project approved. 

— fighting adj ■ a powerful fighting force ■ a fighting ship ■ 

They admired his fighting [=aggressive] spirit. — see also 
fighting chance at 'chance Fighting words are angry or 

insulting words that are likely to cause a fight. In U.S. 
English, someone who is fighting mad is angry enough to 
fight. ■ Some voters are fighting mad about the outcome of 
the election. -fighting noun [noncount] ■ Fighting has 
broken out along the border. ■ There are reports of (heavy) 
fighting between rival factions. 

2 fiqht noun, pi fights 

1 [count] : a violent physical struggle between opponents ■ A 
fight broke out in the bar. • a bar fight • a street fight ■ a knife 
fight [=a fight using knives] ■ When he was young he was al¬ 
ways getting into fights. ■ It would be foolish to pick a fight 
[=start a fight] with that guy. ■ a pillow fight [=a playful fight 
using pillows as weapons] ■ a food fight [=a playful fight in 
which people throw food at each other] ■ a snowball fight 

— see also bullfight, dogfight, firefight, fistfight, 

GUNFIGHT 

2 [count] : an argument or quarrel • He got into another fight 
with his wife about money. 

3 [count] : a boxing match ■ a fight for the heavyweight title 

— see also prizefight 

4 [count ]: a struggle to achieve a goal or to defeat something 
or someone ■ We didn’t win, but at least we put up a good 
fight. • They are leading/joining the fight against cancer. ■ the 
fight to defeat cancer ■ He's in the fight of his political life in 
this election. ■ She’s in a fight for her life. [=she is struggling 
to stay alive] 

5 [noncount] : a willingness to fight ■ full of fight 
fight*back /'fait,back/ noun, pi -backs [count] Brit : a new 

effort to win or succeed after being close to defeat or failure 
: comeback ■ The team staged a fightback in the second 
half. — see also fight back at 'fight 
fight*er /'faita^/ noun, pi -ers [count] : someone or some¬ 
thing that fights: such as a : a warrior or soldier ■ national¬ 
ist fighters — see also freedom fighter b : boxer 1 ■ a 
championship fighter c : someone who does not give up 
: someone who continues fighting or trying ■ Despite every- 
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thing, you’ll survive because you’re a (real) fighter 1 d : a 
fast airplane that has weapons for destroying enemy aircraft 
■ a jet fighter • a fighter plane • & fighter pilot 
fig leaf noun , pi leaves [count] 

1 : the leaf of a fig tree •❖■ In works of art, such as paintings 
and sculptures, naked people have sometimes been shown 
with a fig leaf covering their sexual organs. 

2 : something that prevents embarrassment or criticism by 
covering or hiding something • Opponents claim that the hu¬ 
manitarian goals of the project are just a fig leqf \ and that its 
real purpose is to make money. 

fig*ment /‘figmant/ noun, pi -ments [count] : something 
produced by the imagination : something that does not real¬ 
ly exist — usually used in the phrase figment of your imagi¬ 
nation • I thought I heard her voice, but I guess it was just a 
figment of my imagination. 
f ig*U«ra«tiV6 /‘ftgjarativ/ adj 
T of words, language, etc. : used with a meaning that is differ¬ 
ent from the basic meaning and that expresses an idea in an 
interesting way by using language that usually describes 
something else : not literal ■ The phrase “know your ropes" 
means literally “to know a lot about ropes,” while its figura- 
tive meaning is “to know a lot about how to do something.” ■ 
figurative language 

2 : showing people and things in a way that resembles how 
they really look : not abstract ■ figurative art 
fig*U*ra*tive«ly /‘figjarativli/ adv : in a figurative way 
: with a meaning that is different from the basic or literal 
meaning and that expresses an idea by using language that 
usually describes something else • He’s a sailor who knows 
his ropes, literally and figuratively. ■ In the phrase “know 
your ropes," the word “ropes” is being used figuratively. 

1 fjq»Ure /‘figjas Brit 'figa/ noun, pi -ures [count] 

1 a : a symbol that represents a number : digit ■ He has a 
six-^gwre salary. [=he has a salary of at least $100,000] b : a 
value that is expressed in numbers ■ Are you sure of your fig¬ 
ures? ■ I came up with a very different figure. • No precise/ex¬ 
act/official figures are available yet. ■ The company had year¬ 
ly sales figures of half a million units. -❖■If you have a good 
head for figures, you are good at making calculations with 
numbers. If you have no head for figures, you are bad at 
making calculations with numbers. ■ She has a good head for 
figures , so I’m not surprised that she became an accountant. 

2 a : a person or animal that can be seen only as a shape or 
outline ■ We could barely make out some figures moving in 
the mist, b : the shape or form of a person’s body ■ the hu¬ 
man figure ■ the male/female figure ■❖■ Figure in this sense 
usually refers to women rather than men. ■ She has a very 
shapely figure, [-body] • a full figure • a slim, youthful figure • 
She likes to wear clothes that show off her figure. C ■❖• The 
phrases a fine figure of a man and (less commonly) a fine fig¬ 
ure of a woman describe someone who is tall and has a 
strong and well-formed body. ■ The football coach is a fine 
figure of a man. 

3 : a drawing, sculpture, etc., that represents the form of a 
person or animal ■ The vase is decorated with figures of birds 
and fish. • The walls of the cave are covered with drawings of 
human and animal figures. ■ a male/female figure ■ a collec¬ 
tion of bronze/carved figures ■ a cardboard figure ■ a cartoon 
figure — see also stick figure 

4 : a person who has a specified status or who is regarded in 
a specified way ■ a noted/familiar/popular/prominent sports 
figure ‘He began by writing letters to well-known figures in 
journalism. ■ a mysterious/shadowy figure • She’s a key figure 
in the organization. - He has become a figure of contempt. 
[=someone who is regarded with contempt] 1 a figure of fun / 
ridicule [=someone who is laughed at or ridiculed] ■ a figure 
of authority = an authority figure [=a person who has author¬ 
ity over other people] — see also action figure, father 

FIGURE, MOTHER FIGURE 

5 a : a diagram or picture ■ Turn your attention to the figure 
on page 15. — abbr./zg. b mathematics : a combination of 
points, lines, or surfaces in geometry ■ A circle is a closed 
plane figure. ■ geometric figures 

2 fiqur e verb -ures; -ured; -ur-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to expect or think (something) ■ I figured (that) 
they would lose. [=1 expected them to lose] ■ I figured 
[-thought] he'd get tired of it in a few days. ■ The media fig¬ 
ured that she would be the appointee. = The mcdiafigured 
her to be the appointee. • “They lost.” “I figured as much." ■ 
(US) He figured [= expected ] to lose money in the deal. 

2 US, informal a [+ obj] : to understand or find (something, 


such as a reason) by thinking * Their reasons for doing this 
are hard to figure, [-figure out] ■ I've finally figured [= figured 
out] a way to manage my time better. ■ We’ve got to figure 
[=find] a way out of this mess, b [no obj] : to appear likely to 
do something • She figures to finish by noon. ■ He doesn’t fig¬ 
ure to win. [=he probably won’t win] 

3 [no obj] : to be or appear important : to have an important 
part in something ■ The debate over tax rates figured promi¬ 
nently in the last election. 

4 [+ obj] : to calculate (an amount, cost, etc.) ■ He figured the 
cost at about $10,000. ■ The cost in dollars is easily figured. 

5 [no obj] chiefly US, informal : to seem reasonable, normal, 
or expected ■ His explanation just doesn’t figure, [-add up, 
make sense] • It figures [=it is not surprising] that he would be 
late today. ■ “He’s late.” “Well, it figures.” • That figures. 
[=that doesn’t surprise me] 

figure in [phrasal verb] 1 figure (something) in or figure in 
(something) US : to include (something) while making cal¬ 
culations ■ When they were preparing a budget, they forgot 
to figure in [-factor in] occasional travel expenses. 2 fig¬ 
ure in (something) : to be involved in (something, such as 
an activity) ■ persons wh o figured in the robbery 
figure into [phrasal verb] figure into (something) US : to be 
included as a part of (something) ■ Age may figure into the 
equation. 

figure on [phrasal verb] figure on (something) US, informal 
1 : to expect to get or have (something) ■ They weren’t./?g- 
uring on the extra income. 2 : to plan to do (something) ■ 
l figure on going [=1 plan to go] downtown later today. 
figure out [phrasal verb] 1 figure out (something) or figure 
(something) out a : to understand or find (something, 
such as a reason or a solution) by thinking ■ I’m trying to 
figure out a way to do it. ■ He claims he has it all figured out. 
■ I finally figured it out. ■ I can't figure out why he does these 
crazy things, b : to find an answer or solution for (some¬ 
thing, such as a problem) ■ figure out [=solve] a math prob¬ 
lem 2 figure (someone) out or figure out (someone) : to 
understand the behavior of (someone) • He does these cra¬ 
zy things, and I just can’t figure him out. 
go figure US, informal — used to say that something is sur¬ 
prising or hard to understand ■ After losing their first six 
games, they won the next ten. Go figure. 
figure eight noun, pi ~ eights [count] US : something that 
is shaped like the numeral 8 ■ The skater traced a figure eight 
on the ice. — called also (Brit) figure-of-eight 
fig-ure*head /*figj>,hcd, Brit 'figa.hed/ noun, pi -heads 
[count] 

1 : a carved figure (as of a woman) on a ship’s bow ■ an elab¬ 
orately carved figurehead 

2 : a person who is called the head or chief of something but 
who has no real power ■ The king is merely a figurehead; the 
government is really run by elected officials. 

figure—of—eight noun, pi figures—of—eight [count] Brit 

: FIGURE EIGHT 

figure of speech noun, pi figures of speech [count] : a 
phrase or expression that uses words in a figurative way 
rather than in a plain or literal way ■ "You are the apple of 
my eye” is a figure of speech. 

figure skate noun, pi ~ skates [count] : a special skate 
that is used for figure skating — see picture at skate 
figure skating noun [noncount] : ice-skating in which the 
skaters perform various jumps, spins, and dance movements 

— figure skater noun, pi ~ -ers [count] ■ a champion figure 
skater 

fig-U-rine /ifigja'riin/ noun, pi -rfnes [count] : a small figure 
or model of a person made of wood, plastic, etc. 
fil*a*ment /'filamant/ noun, pi -ments [count] 

1 : a thin thread or hair ■ a slender filament ■ algae covered 
with tiny filaments 

2 : a thin wire in a light bulb that glows when electricity 
passes through it 

— fll-a*men-tous /,fil3*mentas/ adj, technical ■filamentous 
algae 

fll'bert /'filba^/ noun, pi -berts [count] chiefly US : hazel¬ 
nut 

filch /'fillf/ verb fflch*es; filched; filchdng [+ obj] informal 
: to steal (something that is small or that has little value) ■ He 
filched a pack of gum when no one was looking. 

1 file /'fajal/ noun, pi files [count] 

1 a : a device (such as a box, folder, or cabinet) in which 
documents that you want to keep are stored so that they can 
be found easily ■ He put each memo in its proper file, b : a 
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collection of documents that have information you want to 
keep and that are stored so that they can be found easily ■ 
The FBI has a large file on his activities. ■ She noticed that 
two employees’^/es were missing from the cabinet. ❖ Some¬ 
thing that is on file is stored in a file. ■ We’ll keep your re¬ 
sume on file in case a suitable job becomes available. ■ The 
company has several thousand customers on file. 

2 : a collection of computer data that forms a single unit and 
that is given a particular name ■ You should save the file fre¬ 
quently as you do your work. ■ a word-processing file • He 
accidentally deleted some important files. 

- compare 3 file, 5 file 
2 file verb files; filed; filing 

1 [+ obj\ : to put (a document) in a place where it can be 
found easily : to place (something) in a file • He filed each 
recipe for future reference. ■ I’m not sure what name this let¬ 
ter should be filed under. — often + away ■ She filed away 
each of his letters. 

2 : to give (something, such as an official form or a legal 
document) to someone in authority so that it can be consid¬ 
ered, dealt with, approved, etc. [+ obj] She had to file [=sub- 
mit\ dozens of forms to get a loan. ■ file a lawsuit ■ file a tax 
return ■ The policeman filed his report, [no obj] + for • She 
has filed for divorce/bankruptcy. 

3 [+ obj]: to send (a story or report) to a newspaper ■ He filed 
a story incorrectly indicating that the strike was over. 

- compare “file, 6 file 

- fiber /'faila-/ noun, pi -ers [count] ■ tax filers claiming de¬ 
ductions ■ typists and filers 

3 file noun, pi files [count] : a metal tool that has sharp ridges 
and that is used to make rough surfaces smooth — see pic¬ 
ture at carpentry; see also nail file — compare 'file, 
’file 

4 file verb files; filed; fil-lng [+ obj] : to make something 
smooth by using a file ■ He filed away/down the rough edges. 
■ She filed the rough edges off her nails with a nail file. ■ She 
filed her nails. — compare 2 FILE, 6 FILE 
*file noun, pi files [count]: a row of people, animals, or things 
that form a line ■ a file of soldiers ■ soldiers marching in file 

- compare ’rank; see also rank and file, single file 

- compare ’file, 3 file 

6 file verb files; filed; filing [no obj] : to walk in a line ■ The in¬ 
mates filed past on their way to the mess hall. ■ The custom¬ 
ers filed out at closing time. — compare 2 file, *file 
file cabinet noun, pi ~ -nets [count] US : a piece of furni¬ 
ture that is used for storing documents so that they can be 
found easily — called also filing cabinet ; see picture at of¬ 
fice 

fibbal /‘filijal/ acfi, formal : of or relating to a son or daughter 
•filial duties : appropriate for a son or daughter • filial obedi¬ 
ence/devotion 

fil-i-bus-ter /'filaibAsta 1 / noun, pi -ters [count] chiefly US 
: an effort to prevent action in a legislature (such as the U. S. 
Senate or House of Representatives) by making a long 
speech or series of speeches ■ They engaged in a filibuster 
that lasted for over a week. 

- filibuster /'fite.bAsta-/ verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing [no 

obj] They are filibustering to delay the vote. [+ obj] They 
filibustered the bill for over a week, 
fil-i-gree /'fitoigri:/ noun [noncount] : decoration that con¬ 
sists of delicate and complicated designs made of fine gold or 
silver wire ■ a surface decorated with filigree and pearls 

- fil-i-greed /'fib^riid/ atfi m filigreed ornaments/balconies/ 
tableware 

1 fil-ing /’failiq/ noun, pi -Ings [count] : a small piece that is 
removed when something is smoothed or rubbed with a File 

- usually plural • iron filings — compare 2 FILING 
2 filing noun, pi -ings 

1 [count] : the act of giving an official form or document to 
someone in authority in order to begin a legal process ■ Fil¬ 
ings for bankruptcy are declining. 

2 [noncount] : the job or activity of storing documents in a 
file ■ She does all the typing and filing in our office. — some¬ 
times used before another noun ■ a filing clerk 

- compare ’filing 

filing cabinet noun, pi ~ -nets [count ]: file cabinet 
1 fill /‘fil/ verb fills; filled; fiil-ing 

T a [+ obj] : to make (something) full ■ May I fill your glass 
for you? ■ fill (up) a glass with water • He told the gas station 
attendant to fill it/her up. [=to fill the tank of his car with 
gasoline] ■ Clothes filled the closet. ■ She filled her house with 
antiques. ■ His massive body filled the doorway. ■ He has 
enough books to fill a library. ■ Two hundred people filled 


the room. • fill a sheet of paper with writing ■ Teens filled her 
eyes. [=she began to cry] ■ Joy filled her heart. [=she became 
very joyful] ■ He filled her head with lies [=he told her many 
lies] about his military service. • pastries filled with meat = 
meat-filled pastries ■ a vase filled with flowers ■ stadiums 
filled with cheering fans ■ The theater was filled to capacity. 
[=completely full] If something fills you or fills your heart 
with an emotion, it makes you feel that emotion very strong¬ 
ly. • The thought of leaving fills me with sadness. [=makes me 
very sad] ■ I’m filled with shame I=I’m very ashamed] when I 
think of how I treated her. • The news filled their hearts with 
hope. [=made them very hopeful] b [no obj] : to become 
full ■ Her eyes filled with tears. [=she began to cry] ■ Her 
heart filled with joy. [=she became very joyful] ■ The rivers 
have filled and are close to flooding. ■ The stadium filled 
more than an hour before the game. 

2 [+ obj] : to spread all through (an area, the air, etc.) ■ 
Smok e filled the room. ■ Laughter filled the air. ■ The smell of 
fried onions filled the house. ■ Tension filled the air as we 
waited for further news. 

3 [+ obj] : to spend or use (time) ■ She likes to fill (up) her day 
with small chores. • Since he retired he doesn’t know how to 
fill his time. ■ a fun-ftiled afternoon l=an afternoon filled with 
fun; a very enjoyable afternoon] 

4 : to make (someone) full with food and drink — usually + 
up [+ obj] foods that won’t fill you up [no obj] Refilled up 
on sandwiches before leaving for the game. 

5 [+ obf] ; to place material inside of (a hole, crack, etc.) in 
order to repair a surface ■ fill a crack with putty ■ workers 
filling potholes 'fill a cavity in a tooth - fill a tooth [=put fill¬ 
ing in a cavity/tooth] — often used figuratively ■ He’s trying 
to fill the gaps in his record collection. [=trying to get the 
records he needs to make his collection complete] ■ These 
new discoveries will help to fill a gap in our knowledge of 
how the human body ages. ■ Some other player will have to 
fill the void left by his retirement. 

6 [+ obj] : to do or provide what is needed for (something) ■ 
fill [^fulfill] all requirements ■ fill a need 

7 [+ obj] a : to perform the work of (an office, position, 
etc.) • fill [=hold, occupy] the office of president ■ A new rep¬ 
resentative will be appointed to fill his vacated seat, b : to 
hire a person for a job that has become available ■ The com¬ 
pany hopes to fill several vacancies in its marketing depart¬ 
ment. m fill a job opening 

8 1+ obf] : to provide the things that are asked for in (some¬ 
thing, such as an order) 'fill an order ■ (US)fill a prescription 
[=(Brit) make up a prescription] 

fill In [phrasal verb] 1 fill (something) In or fill In (some¬ 
thing) a : to complete (a document) by providing neces¬ 
sary information ■ fill in an application ■ fill in an order 
form ■ Please fill In the blanks. [=put information in the 
blank spaces] — sometimes used figuratively ■ At the end 
of the movie, the narrator goes back and fills in (all) the 
blanks. I=the narrator provides missing information about 
the movie’s plot] b : to provide (more information) ■ Just 
tell me the most important parts—you can fill in the details 
later. 2 fill (someone) In or fill in (someone) : to provide 
information to (someone) ■ I missed the meeting so I need 
someone to fill me in (on what happened). ■ She filled us in 
on the details. 3 fill In : to take the place of (someone who 
is away for a time) ■ He can’t be here today, so he asked me 
to fill in. — often + for • He asked me to fill in for him. 
— see also fill-in 

fill out [phrasal verb] 1 : to increase in size : to become 
larger and heavier ■ The tree looks weak now but should 
begin to fill out in a few years. ■ It was easier to find clothes 
that fit him once he began to fill out. 2 fill (something) out 
or fill out (something)chiefly US : to complete (something, 
such as a form) by providing necessary information ■ fill 
out [=fill in] a form ■ fill out an application 
fill someone’s shoes : to take someone’s place or position 
■ No one will be able to fill her shoes after she retires. 
fill the bill see ’bill 
2 fill noun [noncount] 

1 : a full amount: all that someone wants or needs ❖ If you 
have eaten/drunk your fill, you have eaten/drunk all that you 
want. ■ I’m going to eat my fill, -v* If you have had your fill of 
something, you do not want to do or have any more of it. ■ 
We’ve had our fill of dance music for one night. 

2 : material that is used to fill something ■ They delivered a 
truckload of fill for the trench. 

fill-er /‘fiW noun, pi -ers 

1 [noncount] a : a substance that is added to a product to 



fillet • final 


616 


increase its size or weight b : material that is used to fill 
holes and cracks in a surface c : extra material that is add¬ 
ed to something (such as a newspaper page or a recording) to 
fill space that would otherwise be empty • Those extra songs 
were just filler to make the CD longer. 

2 [count] : a sound, word, or phrase (such as “um” or “you 
know?”) that people say during a pause when they are 
speaking 

1 fil*let also US fi-let /'filat, fi'lei/ noun, pi -lets [count] : a 
piece or slice of boneless meat or fish ■ catfish fillets • a juicy 
fillet of beef 

2 fillet verb fil-lets; fil-leted /'fibtscl, fi'leid/; fil-let-ing [+ 

obj] : to cut (meat or fish) into fillets ■ He carefully filleted 
the fish with a sharp knife. ■ slices of filleted pork 
fill-in / l fil l in/ noun, pi -ins [count] : someone who takes the 
place of another person who is away for a short time : some¬ 
one who fills in for someone else ■ She performed well as the 
emergency fill-in. [= replacement, substitute] 

1 fill*ing /'film/ adj [more most ~] offood : causing you to 
feel full ■ a very filling meal • filling foods 
2 filling noun, pi -ings 

1 [count]: material that is used to fill something ■ a. filling for 
a tooth 

2 : a food mixture that is used to fill something (such as pas¬ 
try or a sandwich) [count] pies with fruit fillings [noncount] 
pies that need more filling 

filling station noun, pi —• -tions [count ]: gas station 
fiMip /'filap/ noun, pi -lips [count] : an added part or feature 
that makes something more interesting or exciting ■ a struc¬ 
tural^////? that will add much to the appearance of the build¬ 
ing ■ lent a fillip of danger to the sport 
fil'ly /■fili/ noun, pi -lies [count] : a young female horse 

— compare colt, foal 
1 film /'film/ noun, pi films 

T[noncount] : a special material that is used for taking pho¬ 
tographs ■ Have you bought any film for the camera? ■ We 
haven’t had the film developed yet. ■ We shot four rolls of 
film bn our trip. [=we filled four rolls of film with pictures] 

2 a : movie [count] He’s interested in making films about 
war. ■ film critics/reviewers/criticism ■ We’ll start the film at 
10:00. [noncount] The accident was captured on film. [=was 
recorded by a movie or video camera] b [noncount] : the 
process, art, or business of making movies ■ He studied film 
in college. • her career in film 

3 [count] : a thin layer on or over the surface of something ■ 
the protective film over a shark’s eye - A film of ice covered 
the sidewalk. 

2 film verb films; filmed; filming 

1 [+ obj] : to make a movie of (something) : to photograph 
(an event, scene, etc.) with a movie or video camera • Televi¬ 
sion news crew members came to film the interview. ■ She 
filmed the children playing. 

2 [no obj] : to make a movie * We’ll begin filming [=shooting] 
next week. 

— filming noun [noncount] • Filming will begin next week. • 
two weeks of filming 

film*go*er / , film l gow 2 r/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who 
often goes to movies or who is at a particular movie : mov¬ 
iegoer 

film*mak*er /'filmimeika'/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person 
(such as a director or producer) who makes movies ■ a major 
filmmaker 

film noir /-'nwa?/ noun, pi films noir /.filmz'nwaa 1 / 
[count] : a movie about crime that uses dark shadows and 
lighting to show the complicated moral nature of the sub¬ 
ject; also [noncount ]: this style of film 
fi I m*Stri P /'film.stnp/ noun, pi -strips [count] : a long piece 
of film used for showing a series of pictures on a screen indi¬ 
vidually and not as a movie 

filmy /'filmi/ adj film»i«er; -est : very thin and light ■ filmy 
curtains • filmy fabric 
filo variant spelling of phyllo 
1 filter /'filta*/ noun, pi -ters [count] 

1 : a device that is used to remove something unwanted 
from a liquid or gas that passes through it ■ She smokes ciga¬ 
rettes with filters. ■ a water filter 

2 : a device that prevents some kinds of light, sound, elec¬ 
tronic noises, etc., from passing through • He placed a red fil¬ 
ter on the camera lens. ■ digital filters that stop high- 
frequency sounds 

3 computers : software that prevents someone from looking 


at or receiving particular kinds of material through the In¬ 
ternet ■ a spam filter [=a program that keeps you from seeing 
spam or unwanted e-mail] 

2 filter verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing 

1 [+ obj] a : to pass (something, such as a gas or liquid) 
through a filter to remove something unwanted * They’ve be¬ 
gun filtering their water to remove impurities, b : to re¬ 
move (something unwanted) by using a filter ■ a device that 
filters impurities from water ■ sunglasses that filter ultraviolet 
light — often + out ■ sunglasses that .///ter out ultraviolet light 

— often used figuratively ■ The purpose of the first interview 
is to filter out people who are not good candidates for the job. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] a : to 
move through or into something in small amounts or in a 
gradual way ■ Sunlight filtered through the leaves. • His ideas 
have filtered down to his children, b ; to come or go slowly 
in small groups or amounts ■ The crowd filtered into the are¬ 
na. ■ The crowd filtered out (of the arena). ■ Early election re¬ 
turns have begun to filter in. 

filth noun [noncount] 

1 : a large and very unpleasant amount of dirt ■ He emerged 
from the cellar covered in filth. : very dirty conditions ■ the 
filth of the slaughterhouse ■ living in filth and squalor 

2 : something that is very offensive or disgusting and often is 
about sex ■ magazines full of filth 

’filthy /‘{Mi/ad/ filth-i-er; -est 

1 : very dirty ■ filthy clothes • filthy streets 

2 a ; very offensive or disgusting and usually about sex ■ a 
filthy movie/joke ■ He has a filthy mouth. [=he uses language 
that is very offensive] b : very evil : morally wrong • filthy 
tactics ■ That’s a filthy lie! c : very bad ■ He has a filthy tem¬ 
per. [=he gets angry very easily] ■ She’s in a filthy mood. ■ 
(chiefly Brit ) We’ve been having filthy weather. 

— filth-i-ness /*fil0inas/ noun [noncount] ■ the filthiness of 
the streets 

2 filthy adv, informal: very ■ He’s filthy rich. [=he’s extremely 
rich; he has so much money that his wealth is disgusting or 
offensive] * Her clothes were filthy dirty. I=extremely dirty] 
fil*tra*tion /fiPtreiJan/ noun [noncount] technical : the act 
or process of removing something unwanted from a liquid, 
gas, etc., by using a filter ■ water filtration 
fin /'fin/ noun, pi fins [count] 

1 : a thin flat part that sticks out from the body of a fish and 
is used in moving or guiding the fish through water ■ a fish 
with blue scales and spiny fins • a shark fin 

2 : a part on a machine (such as a car or airplane) that is 
shaped like a fish’s fin ■ a car from the 1950s with ./ms on the 
back — see also tail fin 

— finned /*find/ ad) • a finned creature [=a fish] 

fi«na*gle/f3'neig3l/ verb -na-gles; -na-gled; -na-gling [+ 

obj] informal 

1 : to get (something) in a clever or dishonest way ■ He fina¬ 
gled an invitation to the conference by claiming to be a re¬ 
porter. = He finagled his way into the conference by claiming 
to be a reporter. 

2 : to trick (someone) in order to get something • A con man 
finagled my neighbor out of four hundred dollars. 

— fi«na*gler /fa'neigla 1 / noun, pi -glers [count] 

1 fi«nal /'fain]/ adj 

1 always used before a noun a : happening or coming at the 
end • the final act of the play • They won their final four 
games. • in the final minutes/moments/seconds of the game ■ 
Our last/previous stop was Bangkok, but out final destina¬ 
tion is Tokyo. ■ The plans are undergoing./////// review. ■ final 
exams [=exams at the end of a class or term] ■ I’d like to add 
one final note. [=make one last statement] b : happening as 
a result: happening at the end of a process • What was the.//- 
nal score? ■ The.///////product was not what we had expected. 
• the. final results 

2 — used to say that something will not be changed or done 
again ■ This is my final offer. ■ No, you can’t come with us, 
and that’s final\ ■ All sales are final. • Is that your final an¬ 
swer? 

in the final analysis see analysis 
the final straw see straw 
the final word see ‘word 
2 final noun, pi -nals 

1 [count] : the last competition (such as a game or race) or 
set of competitions in a series ■ He was defeated in the 
(men’s ) final. — usually plural - He won in the quarterfinals 
and semifinals but was defeated in the finals. 

2 a finals [plural] : the examinations that happen at the end 
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of a class, term, or course of study ■ He passed his finals. ■ He 
failed his history finals, b [count] US : an examination at 
the end of a class ■ He failed his history final. 
fi-na-le /fa'nseli, fa'naili/ noun, pi -les [count] : the last part 
of something (such as a musical performance, play, etc.) ■ 
She sung a very difficult song for the finale. ■ the TV show’s 
season finale [=the last program of the season] — see also 

GRAND FINALE 

fi-nal-ist /'fainalist/ noun, pi -ists [count] : a person who 
competes in the last part of a competition ■ They interviewed 
all of the finalists before making a decision. ■ a finalist in the 
tennis tournament 

fi*nal*i*ty /fai'naeldti/ noun [noncount] : the quality or state 
of being final or finished and not able to be changed ■ the fi¬ 
nality of death ■ “It won’t work,” he said, with an air of final- 
ity • 

fi-nal-ize also Brit fi-nal<ise /'faxna.laiz/ verb -iz-es; -ized; 
-iz-ing [+ obf] : to put (something, such as a plan or an 
agreement) in a final or finished form ■ They are finalizing 
their divorce this week. ■ We bought our tickets and finalized 
our vacation plans. 

— fi-nal-i-za-tion also Brit fi-nal'i-sa-tion /.faina^zeijan, 
Brit .faina.lai'zeijan/ noun [ noncount ] 

fi»naMy /'fainli/ adv 

1 : at the end of a period of time ■ He won’t rest until the 
killer is finally found. : after a long time ■ After years of ar¬ 
guing, the two brothers finally made up. ■ I finally found my 
wallet. ■ They’re finally here. • “They’re here.” “ Finally !” ■ 
We’re finally starting to see some results. 

2 a — used to describe the last action or event in a series of 
actions or events ■ He slowly stood up, cleared his throat, 
and finally began to speak, b — used to introduce a final 
statement or series of statements ■ Finally [=in conclusion, 
lastly]. I’d like to thank all who cooperated in this project. 

3 : in a final manner : in a way that cannot be changed ■ The 
dispute has not yet been finally settled. 

1 finance /'fax,mens, fa'mens/ noun, pi -nanc-es 

1 [noncount] : the way in which money is used and handled ■ 
She’s taking a course on personal finance.’, especially : the 
way in which large amounts of money are used and handled 
by governments and companies ■ an expert in finance who 
predicts global economic disaster ■ corporate finance — see 
also HIGH FINANCE 

2 finances [plural] a : money available to a government, 
business, or person • The library closed due to a lack of fi¬ 
nances. b : matters relating to money and how it is spent or 
saved ■ His finances were in bad shape. [=he did not have 
enough money] ■ Her health problems have put a serious 
strain on her finances. [=she lacks money because of an un¬ 
usual number of health expenses] 

2 fi»nance /fa'nsens, 'fai,n 2 ens/ verb -nanc-es; -nanced; 
-nanc-ing [+ obf] 

1 : to provide money for (something or someone) ■ His par¬ 
ents financed his college education. ■ The study was financed 
by a government grant. ■ They financed him to study abroad. 

2 : to buy (something) by borrowing money that will be paid 
back over a period of time • finance a new car 

— financing noun [noncount] ■ Public financing paid for the 
new stadium. ■ The car dealer offers financing. [=you can 
get a loan through the car dealer to pay for a car that you 
buy there] 

finance company noun, pi ~ -nies [count] : a company 
that makes small loans to people — called also {Brit) finance 
house 

fj«nan»Cial /fa'nanfal/ : relating to money ■ The compa¬ 
ny is headed for financial disaster. • a family struggling with 
financial problems ■ I would like some financial advice be¬ 
fore I buy this house. ■ You can get a loan at a financial insti¬ 
tution. [=a company that deals with money; a bank] 

— fi-narvcial-ly adv • He has made some smart investments, 
so he’s doing very well financially. ■ a financially stable or¬ 
ganization 

financial aid noun [noncount] US : money that is given or 
lent to students in order to help pay for their education ■ She 
needed financial aid. 

financial year noun, pi ~ years [count] Brit : fiscal 
year 

fin-an-cier /^man's^, Brit fa'mensia/ noun, pi -ciers 
[count]: a person who controls the use and lending of large 
amounts of money ■ A group of powerful financiers bought 
out the company. 


finch /'fintf/ noun, pi finch*es [count] : a small bird with a 
short, thick beak 

1 find /'faind/ verb finds; found /’faund/; find-ing 

1 [+ obf] a : to discover (something or someone) without 
planning or trying to : to discover (something or someone) 
by chance • He found a dollar on the ground. ■ The well dig¬ 
gers found a number of Native American artifacts. ■ She finds 
[=meets] interesting people wherever she goes, b <* Some¬ 
thing or someone that is found in a specified place exists 
there or lives there. • Many artifacts can be found in this 
area. [=there are many artifacts in this area] ■ Polar bears are 
found in the Northern Hemisphere. 

2 [+ obf] : to get or discover (something or someone that you 
are looking for) ■ After an hour of searching, I finally found 
my glasses. ■ find a missing person • We need to find a suit¬ 
able person for the job. ■ I found a job for him. = I found him 
a job. ■ My glasses are nowhere to be found. = I can’t find my 
glasses. 

3 [+ obf] a : to discover or learn (something) by studying 
about it ■ She found the answer at last. ■ They claim to have 
found a more efficient way to run the business. ■ researchers 
trying to find a cure for cancer b : to get (something need¬ 
ed or wanted) by effort ■ You must find time to do it. ■ I 
found a way to pay for college without taking out any loans. 
■ She found the courage to address the crowd. ■ I hope you 
can find it in your heart to forgive me. = I hope you can find 
it in yourself to forgive me. [=1 hope you can forgive me) 

4 [+ obf] a : to regard (someone or something you have 
met, seen, experienced, etc.) in a specified way ■ I found him 
(to be) a very sensible man. = I found him very sensible. ■ 
Students often, find this book (to be) useful. • I find it hard to 
concentrate [=it is hard for me to concentrate] with that mu¬ 
sic playing. ■ The travel arrangements were found wanting. 
[=the travel arrangements were criticized] b : to be affected 
by (something) in a specified way ■ He finds laughing/laugh¬ 
ter painful. = He finds it painful to laugh. C : to feel (a 
pleasing emotion) ■ He finds pleasure in her company. ■ They 
didn’t win, but the team found some satisfaction in having 
played so well. 

5 [+ obf] a : to discover (someone) in a specified state • He 
found them waiting for him. ■ I found her relaxing by the 
pool. * He was found dead the next morning. • The crisis 
found them unprepared. [=they were unprepared when the 
crisis occurred] b : to become aware that you are doing 
something or that you are in a particular place or situation ■ 
I often find myself thinking about her. • When he awoke, he 
found himself in an unfamiliar room. [=he saw that he was in 
an unfamiliar room] ■ I found myself agreeing with him. [=1 
found that I agreed with him] 

6 [+ obf] : to begin to have (something) • The new product 
found few buyers. [=few people bought it] ■ It took a while 
before his unusual brand of comedy found an audience. ■ 
These ideas have found approval/favor [=been accepted; be¬ 
come well-liked] among many young people. ■ His doctrines 
found acceptance [=were accepted] among scholars. 

7 law a [+ obf] : to make a decision about the guilt or inno¬ 
cence of (someone) ■ The jury found her guilty. ■ She was 
found innocent, b : to decide the result of a court case [+ 
obf] The jury found a verdict of guilty, [no obf] The jury 
found for the defendant. [=the jury’s decision was in favor of 
the defendant] ■ The jury found against her. 

find common cause see 1 cause 

find fault ; to criticize someone or something ■ No matter 
what she did, her husband was always finding fault. — usu¬ 
ally + with ■ Her husband found fault with everything she 
did. — see also faultfinder 
find Its mark/target : to hit a target that was aimed for ■ The 
bullet found its mark. — often used figuratively ■ Her an¬ 
gry reaction showed that his criticisms had found their 
mark. 

find out [phrasal verb] 1 find out (something) : to learn 
(something) by making an effort ■ I’d like to find out more 
about the school’s psychology program. ■ We need to find 
out where the meeting is being held. ■ I don’t know when 
the game starts, but I’ll find out. 2 find out about (some¬ 
thing) : to become aware of (something) * Her mother 
found out about her smoking habit. 3 find (someone) out 
: to leam the unpleasant truth about (someone) • He pre¬ 
tended to be a respectable citizen, but we found him out at 
last. ■ Luckily, he was found out before he could do any 
harm. 

find your bearings see bearing 

find yourself : to leam what you truly value and want in life 
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• He left school and traveled to Europe, saying that he 
wanted to find himself. 

find your voice : to begin speaking or expressing your 
thoughts : to be able to speak or to express yourself as a 
writer • I couldn’t speak for a moment, but then I found my 
voice. • a young novelist who has found her voice 
find your way 1 : to look for and find where you need to 
go in order to get somewhere ■ I found my way home with¬ 
out any problems. ■ She got lost trying to find her way back 
to the hotel. — often used figuratively • He’s still finding 
his way as an actor. [=he’s still learning what he needs to do 
to succeed as an actor] 2 : to go or arrive somewhere by 
chance or after a time of wandering • The settlers eventual- 
ly found their way to California. 

2 find noun, pi finds [count] : something or someone that has 
been found; especially : a valuable person or thing that has 
been found or discovered ■ That antique she bought at the 
flea market was a rea\ find. • That new secretary of yours is a 
rea\ find. 

find*er /'fainda'/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who finds 
something that was lost 

finders keepers (losers weepers) — used especially in 
children’s speech to say that you can keep what you have 
found and do not need to give it back to the person who 
has lost it 

f Induing /Tamdu)/ noun, pi -\r\gs [count] 

1 : a legal decision : verdict ■ The Supreme Court over¬ 
turned the lower court’s finding. 

2 : the results of an investigation — usually plural • He pub¬ 
lished his findings in a medical journal. 

1 f|ne /'fam/ adj f liver; -est 

Ta not used before a noun : good, acceptable, or satisfactory 
: ok • Thai's fine with me. ■ “Is there anything wrong?” “No, 
everything’s^^.” ■ The house \ooksfine to me. ■ “Would you 
like more coffee?” “No, I’m fine, thanks." [=1 am happy with 
the amount of coffee I have now] ■ “Would you like more 
coffee?” “No, this is fine, thanks." [=no, this is as much as I 
want] ■ That’s just fine and dandy with me. [=that is fine with 
me; I approve of that] Fine is often used as a response to 
show acceptance or approval. ■ “I have to leave early, all 
right?" "Fine." b — used in an ironic way to refer to things 
that are not good or acceptable • This is a fine mess we’re in. 
■ “Those kids are no good." “You’re a fine one to talk ; consid¬ 
ering all the trouble you caused when you were young.” 
[=you should not say bad things about others because those 
same things could be said about you] 

2 a always used before a noun : very good ■ I think that’s a 
fine idea. ■ You did a fine job. • The house is in fine shape. ■ 
This is a fine example of what can go wrong when one per¬ 
son is given too much power. ■ They make a fine pair. [=they 
are well suited to each other] ■ She has a fine grasp of the 
problem. [=she understands the problem very well] * He was 
in fine form. [=he performed very well] b always used before 
a noun : deserving praise, admiration, or respect ■ He’s a fine 
young man. ■ a fine musician ■ a fine mind 

3 not used before a noun : well or healthy : not sick or in¬ 
jured ■ I feeifine. ■ “Did you hurt yourself?” “No, I’m fine" 

4 of weather : sunny and pleasant ■ a fine spring day • The 
weather has been fine lately. 

5 a : very thin ■ fine thread/wire/yam ■ Her head was cov¬ 
ered with fine, silky hair, b : very sharp or narrow • a knife 
with a fine edge ■ a pen/brush with a fine tip : having a sharp 
point ■ a fine pen/brush c : made up of very small pieces, 
drops, etc. m fine sand/dust/powder m fine gravel • a fine mist/ 
spray d : very small ■ The print was so fine that I could 
barely read it. ■ very fine details on the sculpture — see also 
fine print e : having very small holes ■ a fine mesh f 
: small and delicate • She has fine features. [=her eyes, nose, 
and mouth are small and delicate] 

6 a : small and done with a lot of care and accuracy m fine 
measurements m fine movements b : small and difficult to 
see or understand : subtle ■ a fine distinction • He’s still 
learning the finer points of the job. • Some very fine legal 
points were involved. • There’s a fine line [=a very small dif¬ 
ference] between being helpful and being intrusive. 

7 a always used before a noun : expensive and of high quality 
•fine dining m fine china b : formal and graceful m fine hand¬ 
writing • His manners are very fine. [=refined] 

a fine figure of a man/woman see Figure 
chance would be a fine thing see 'chance 
finest hour see hour 

not to put too fine a point on It — used in an ironic way to 
introduce a very strong and usually critical statement ■ A Jot 


to put too fine a point on it , (but) his suggestions have been 
worthless. 

— finedy /'fainli/ adv • The onions should be finely chopped. 
[=should be chopped in small pieces] • a finely judged re¬ 
sponse that was just right ■ a finely balanced election that 
could go either way — flne*ness /'fainnas/ noun [non¬ 
count] ■ the fineness of the thread ■ fineness of detail 

2 fine adv, somewhat informal 

1 : not badly or poorly : well enough ■ She did fine on the 
test. ■ My mother is doing fine, thank you. ■ Everything was 
going fine. ■ That suits me fine. ■ This’ll do fine for now. 

2 : in an elegant and graceful way • She talks and walks so 
fine , just like a great lady. 

3 used after a verb : in small pieces • The onions should be 
chopped fine. [= finely J 

3 flne noun, pi fines [count] : an amount of money that you 
pay as a punishment for breaking a law or rule ■ He had to 
pay a heavy fine for speeding. • a fine of $500 ■ The judge im¬ 
posed a fine on him. 

4 flne verb fines; fined; fln-lng [+ obj] : to require (someone) 
to pay a fine as a punishment • He was fined for speeding. ■ 
The judge fined him $35. 
fine art noun, pi ~~ arts 

1 : a type of art (such as painting, sculpture, or music) that is 
done to create beautiful things [noncount] a collector of fine 
art [plural] She studies painting in the department of fine 
arts. • We saw the sculpture at the Museum of Fine Arts. 

2 [singular] : an activity that requires skill and care ■ the fine 
art of gourmet cooking — often used in a humorous or iron¬ 
ic way ■ He has mastered the fine art of flattery. 

fine print noun [noncount] : the part of an agreement or 
document that contains important details and that is some¬ 
times written in small letters ■ Read the fine print before you 
sign the contract. — see also 'fine 5d 
fin.ery /'fainari/ noun [noncount] somewhat formal: clothes, 
jewels, etc., that are expensive and beautiful ■ wedding finery 
■ She was proud to show off her new evening finery. 
1 fi*nesse /fa'nes/ noun [noncount] : skill and cleverness that 
is shown in the way someone deals with a situation, problem, 
etc. ■ She handled the interview questions with finesse. 
2 finesse verb -ness*es; -nessed; -nessdng [+ obj] : to 
handle, deal with, or do (something) in an indirect and skill¬ 
ful or clever way ■ He managed to finesse a deal through bar¬ 
gaining. • She is just trying to finesse the issue, 
firmest /‘fainast/ noun [plural] US, informal: the police offic¬ 
ers of a specified city or area ■ He’s a member of New York’s 
finest. [=he’s a police officer in New York] 
fine—tOOth comb / l fain 1 tu:0-/ noun, pi ~~ combs [count] 
: a comb with many small teeth 

go over/through (something) with a fine-tooth comb : to 

examine something very closely ■ The police are going over 
the evidence with a fine-tooth comb. 
fine-tune /'fain'tum/ verb -tunes; -tuned; -turning [+ 
obj] : to make small changes to (something) in order to im¬ 
prove the way it works or to make it exactly right • fine-tune 
a TV set ■ fine-tune the temperature of the room ■ They’re 
fine-tuning interest rates to achieve economic growth with¬ 
out inflation. 

1 fln»qer /'figga-/ noun, pi -gers 

1 [count] : one of the five long parts of the hand that are used 
for holding things; especially : one of the four that are not 
the thumb ■ Don’t stick your fingers in the cookie batter! ■ 
He slipped the ring onto her finger. • The baby held onto my 
thumb with her tiny fingers. ■ She ran her fingers through his 
hair. ■ He drummed his fingers on the table impatiently. 

— see also FOREFINGER, INDEX FINGER, LITTLE FINGER, 
MIDDLE FINGER, RING FINGER 

2 [count] a : something that is long and thin and looks like 
a finger ■ a finger of land extending into the sea ■ a finger of 
flame b : the part of a glove into which a finger is placed 

3 the finger US, informal : an obscene gesture made by 
pointing the middle finger up, keeping the other fingers 
down, and turning the palm towards you • She was so mad, 
she gave him the finger. • Some angry driver flipped me the 
finger on the highway this morning. 

all fingers and thumbs informal : very clumsy ■ Sorry I 
dropped the vase; I’m all fingers and thumbs today. 
cross your fingers see 2 cross 

finger on the pulse If you have/keep your finger on the 
pulae of something, you know about the latest things that 
are happening. • He claims that he has/keeps his finger on 
the pulse of the computer industry. [=that he is very aware 
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what is happening in the computer industry] 
have a finger in a/the pie : to have an interest or share in 
something ■ a sharp talent agent who has a finger in nearly 
every pie in show business 
Itchy finger see itchy 
keep your fingers crossed see 2 cross 
lay a finger on informal : to touch or hit (someone) — usu¬ 
ally used in negative statements ■ I don’t know what he’s 
complaining about. I never laid a finger on him. 
lift a finger : to make an effort to do something — usually 
used in negative statements ■ I have so many chores to do, 
and my sister won’t lift a finger to help me. ■ He never lifted 
a finger to try to improve his failing grades. 
point an accusing finger at or point a/the finger at : to 
accuse or blame (someone) - He was quick to point an ac¬ 
cusing finger at his coworkers. ■ Let’s stop pointing fingers 
at each other and just solve the problem! 
put/stick two fingers up at someone Brit, informal : to 
make an obscene gesture by holding up the index finger 
and the middle finger of one hand in the shape of a V while 
keeping the palm turned inward 
put your finger on : to find out the exact nature of (some¬ 
thing) : identify ■ I feel that something is wrong but I 
can’t quite put my finger on the problem. 
the finger of blame/susplclon — used to say that someone 
is being blamed or suspected ■ He was shocked to realize 
that the finger of suspicion was now pointed at him. [=that 
he was now suspected] 

work your fingers to the bone : to work very hard ■ She 
had to work her fingers to the bone to make enough money 
to raise her kids. 

wrap (someone) around your (little) finger see ‘wrap 

— fln-gered /Tiqgad/ adj — used in combination ■ three- 
fingered — f irvger-llke /Tigga^laik/ adj 

2 finger verb -gers; -gered; -ger-ing [+ obj\ 

1 : to touch (something) with your fingers ■ She fingered the 
silk. ■ She fingered her necklace. 

2 chiefly US, informal : to identify (someone) as the person 
who has committed a crime ■ He was fingered as a suspect. 

finger food noun, pi — foods [count, noncount] US : a 
piece of food that is meant to be picked up with the fingers 
and eaten 

fin-ger-ing /Tiggani]/ noun [noncount] : the way in which 
the fingers are used and positioned in order to play a musical 
instrument 

fin*ger*nail /'ftqga^neil/ noun, pi -nails [count] : the hard 
covering at the end of your fingers ■ I trimmed and filed my 
fingernails. ■ He had dirt under his fingernails. ■ Quit biting/ 
chewing your fingernails. — see picture at hand 
finger paint verb ~ paints; ~ painted; ~ painting [no 
obj] chiefly US : to paint a picture using only your hands or 
fingers instead of a brush ■ The kids will finger paint today. 

— finger paint noun, pi ~ paints [count] ■ I have to buy 
some finger paints for my classroom. — finger painting 
noun [noncount] • Today’s activity is finger painting. 

finger—pointing noun [noncount] : the act of blaming 
someone for a problem instead of trying to fix or solve it ■ 
This administration refuses to engage in finger-pointing. 

1 fin*ger*print /'fnjga^pnnt/ noun,pi -prints [count] 

1 a : the mark that is made by pressing the tip of a finger on 
a surface ■ Detectives found his fingerprints all over the gun. ■ 
Everyone has a unique fingerprint. — sometimes used figura¬ 
tively • This project has his fingerprints all over it. [=it is obvi¬ 
ous that he was very involved in this project] b : a mark of 
this kind made in ink for the purpose of identifying a person 

— usually plural ■ The police took her fingerprints for their 
files. — called also print 

2 : something (such as genetic material) that can be used to 
identify a person ■ a DNA fingerprint 

fingerprint verb -prints; -print-ed; -prinMng [+ obj] : to 
take the fingerprints of (someone, such as a criminal) for the 
purpose of identification ■ He was arrested, taken to the po¬ 
lice station, and fingerprinted. 

— fingerprinting noun [noncount] • He was arrested and 
taken to the police station for fingerprinting. 

fin>ger*tip /'figga^tip/ noun, pi -tips [count] : the very end 
of a finger — usually plural ■ He tapped on the tabletop with 
his fingertips. 

at your fingertips : easily available : easy to find or use ■ 
The librarian has all the information at his fingertips, 
to your fingertips chiefly Brit : in every way ■ He is a gentle¬ 
man to his fingertips. 


f in-icky /'fimki/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : very hard to please ■ a finicky eater ■ My teacher is finicky 
about grammar. 

2 : requiring a lot of care or attention ■ a complicated and 
finicky recipe 

finish /TimJV verb -lsh*es; -ished; -ish-lng 

1 a : to reach the end of (something) : to stop doing (some¬ 
thing) because it is completed [+ obj] He finished (giving) his 
speech and sat down. * He hasn’t finished his work yet. = He 
hasn’t finished working yet. ■ You can’t watch TV until you 
finish your homework, [no obj] He started his homework 
two hours ago and he still hasn’t finished. • I’ll wait here until 
you finish. = I’ll wait here until you have finished. 

— compare finished la b : to be done with building or 
creating (something) [+ obj] They hope to finish their new 
home by winter, [no obj] They’re building a new home and 
they hope to finish by winter. — compare finished 1 b C 
: to cause something to end or stop : to reach the end of 
something [+ obj] The chairman finished the meeting at 
noon, [no obj] The meeting finished [=ended] at noon. ■ The 
meeting finished on a positive note. 

2 [+ obj] a : to cause the ruin or failure of (someone or 
something) ■ These allegations could finish his career as a 
politician. = These allegations could finish him as a politi¬ 
cian. — compare finished 2b b : to kill (someone or 
something already wounded) — usually + off ■ The crowd in 
the arena shouted for the gladiator to finish off his opponent, 
c : to defeat or exhaust (someone) completely — usually + 
off • Climbing so many stairs just about finished me off. 

3 [+ obj] : to use, eat, or drink all that is left of (something) ■ 
They finished (off/up) the pie before I got a chance to have a 
slice. ■ I’ve had enough wine. You can finish (off) the rest of 
the bottle. 

4 : to end a race, competition, etc., in a specified position or 
manner [no obj] The horse I bet on finished third. • The 
horse finished in third place. ■ Our team started poorly but 
finished well. [+ obj] The horse I bet on finished the race in 
third place. ■ Our team finished the season in first place. 

5 [+ obj] : to put a final coat or surface on (something) - He 
finished the table with varnish. 

finishing touch : one of the last things done to make some¬ 
thing complete — usually plural ■ They’re putting the fin¬ 
ishing touches on their new home. ■ He’s putting the finish¬ 
ing touches on his latest novel. 
finish with [phrasal verb] 1 finish with (something) : to 
have no further need for (something) : to stop using 
(something) ■ Could I see the newspaper when you finish 
with it? 2 finish with (someone) : to stop being involved 
with (someone) : to end a romantic relationship with 
(someone) ■ She and her boyfriend had another fight, and 
now she says she’s going to finish with him once and for all. 
— compare finished 2a 3 finish with (someone or 
something) : to stop dealing with, working on, or punish¬ 
ing (someone or something) ■ When I finish with him he’ll 
be sorry! ■ I haven’t finished with you yet! — see also FIN¬ 
ISHED 

2 finish noun, pi -ish-es 

1 [singular] : the last part of something : end, conclusion 
■ a suspense film with a perfect surprise finish ■ The race was 
close from start to finish. [=from the beginning to the end] ■ 
The race had a close/tight finish. [=the winner of the race 
won by a very small amount] ■ It was a fight to the finish. 
[=the fight went on until one side was completely defeated] 

— see also photo finish 

2 [count] : the final coating on a surface or the appearance 
produced by such a coating ■ The table had a shiny finish. • I 
need to put one more coat of finish on the chair. 

— fln-lsh-er noun, pi -ers [count] 
finished adj 

1 a not used before a noun : having reached the end of an ac¬ 
tivity, job, etc. - He started his homework two hours ago and 
he still isn’t finished. ■ I’ll wait here until you’re finished. 

— compare ‘FINISH la b : not requiring more work : en¬ 
tirely done or completed ■ The job is finally finished. ■ We 
were pleased with th e finished product. ■ The house has a fin¬ 
ished basement/attic. [=a basement/attic that has floors, ceil¬ 
ings, and walls like the rooms in the main part of the house] 

— compare ‘finish lb 

2 not used before a noun a : having reached the end of a ro¬ 
mantic relationship ■ We re finished ! I never want to see you 
again! ■ She says she’s finished with that guy. b : no longer 
able to continue : completely ruined or defeated ■ This scan- 
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dai means that his career is finished. — compare 1 finish 2a 
finishing line noun, pi ~ lines [count] Brit : finish line 
finishing school noun, pi ~ schools [count] : a private 
school where girls from wealthy families are taught proper 
behavior and manners 

finish line noun, pi ~ lines [count] US : a line that marks 
the end of a race — called also [Brit] finishing line 
finite /'fai.nait/ adj 

1 : having limits ■ a finite number of possibilities : having a 
limited nature ■ the earth’s finite supply of natural resources 
■ the finite human life span 

2 grammar : of or relating to a verb form that shows action 
that takes place at a particular time (such as the past) ■ a. fi¬ 
nite verb such as “is" or “are” — opposite nonfinite 

- fi-nlte-ly adv 

1 fink /'firjk/ noun, pi finks [count] chiefly US, informal 

1 : a person who is strongly disliked ■ She says her boss is a 
rotten fink. 

2 : a person who gives information to the police or to some 
other authority about the bad behavior or criminal activity 
of someone else 

2 fink verb finks; finked; fink-ing 

fink on [phrasal verb] fink on (someone) US, informal : to tell 
someone about the bad behavior or criminal activity of 
(another person) ■ The other gang members will kill him if 
they find out that he finked on them (to the police). 

Finn /'fin/ noun, pi Finns [count] : a person born, raised, or 
living in Finland 

1 Finnish /■finij/ adi : of or relating to Finland, its people, or 

the Finnish language • Finnish lakes/customs/grammar 

2 Finnish noun [noncount] : the chief language of the people 

of Finland 

fiord variant spelling of fjord 
fir /'fa*/ noun, pi firs 

1 [count] : a tall evergreen tree 

2 [noncount] : the wood of a fir tree 
1 fire / l fajg/ noun, pi fires 

1 [noncount] : the light and heat and especially the flame 
produced by burning ■ Stay away from the fire. 

2 : an occurrence in which something bums : the destruc¬ 
tion of something (such as a building or a forest) by fire 
[count] The shack was destroyed by afire. ■ Two people died 
in that terrible fire. • How did the ,/7re start? ■ Police think he 
set a fire [=deliberately started a fire] in the bedroom. ■ Fire¬ 
fighters put the fire out. = Firefighters put out the fire, ^fire¬ 
fighters stopped the fire from burning] [noncount] The 
shack caught (on) fire [=began to bum] when it was struck 
by lightning. ■ Someone set fire to the shack. [=deliberately 
caused the shack to bum] 

3 [count] : a controlled occurrence of fire created by burn¬ 
ing something (such as wood or gas) in a special area (such 
as in a fireplace or stove) ■ We warmed our hands over the 
fire. • She built afire in the fireplace. ■ The fire went out and 
he had to light it again. — see also CAMPFIRE 

4 [noncount] : the shooting of weapons ■ We heard heavy ri¬ 
fle fire in the distance. ■ He shot at the police officer and the 
police officer returned his fire. [=the police officer shot back 
at him] ■ He and the police officer exchanged fire. [=shot at 
each other] ■ He was caught in the line of fire and killed. • 
The troops opened fire on [=began shooting at] the enemy. ■ 
Hold your flrel [=don’t shoot] ■ Cease flrel [=stop shooting] ■ 
Several soldiers were killed by friendly fire. [=they were acci¬ 
dentally killed by weapons fired from their own side] 

5 [noncount] : very heavy or harsh criticism • The company 
has drawn/taken (heavy) fire for its use of child labor over¬ 
seas. 

6 [noncount] : strong emotion, anger, enthusiasm, etc. ■ I ad¬ 
mire her fire for teaching and helping children. ■ young lov¬ 
ers with their hearts full of fire [-passion] 

7 [count] Brit : a small device that uses gas or electricity to 
heat a room ■ Turn on/off the fire. 

baptism of/by fire see baptism 
fan a fire, fan the fire see 2 fan 
fight fire with fire see 1 fight 

from/out of the frying pan (and) Into the fire see frying 
pan 

hang fire see 'hang 
Irons In the fire see 'iron 
light a fire under see 3 light 
like a house on fire see 'house 

on fire 1 : in the process of burning ■ The house was on 
fire. 2 : feeling very strong enthusiasm, love, etc. ■ He was 


on fire with enthusiasm. ■ young lovers with their hearts on 
fire 3 : very successful ■ The team has been on fire , win¬ 
ning 10 of its last 11 games. — see also set the world on fire 
at 'world 

play with fire see 'play 

under fire 1 : being shot at by the enemy ■ The civilians 
panicked when they realized they were underfire. ■ As a 
soldier he showed extraordinary skill and courage under 
fire. 2 : exposed to criticism : being criticized ■ He is un¬ 
der fire from his political opponents. ■ The company has 
come under fire [=has been criticized] for using child labor 
overseas. 

where there’s smoke, there’s fire or there’s no smoke 
without fire see 'smoke 

2 fire verb fires; fired; fining 

-fa : to shoot a weapon [+ obj]fire a bullet ■ She fired the ar¬ 
row at the target. • He fired the gun. ■ He fired several shots at 
the police, [no obj] He fired at the police. ■ The gun failed to 
fire. ■ The soldiers fired on/at the enemy. ■ The officers were 
told to fire at will. [=to shoot when they felt that they should] 

— often used figuratively ■ Reporters fired questions at her. 
[=they asked her many questions in a quick and forceful 
way] b [+ obj] : to throw (something) with speed and force ■ 
The shortstop fired the ball to first base. ■ The angry mob 
fired rocks at him. ■ The boxer fired a left jab at his oppo¬ 
nent’s chin. 

2 [+ obj] : to give life or energy to (something or someone) ■ 
The story fired his imagination. 

3 [+ obj] : to dismiss (someone) from a job ■ She had to fire 
several workers. — usually used as (be/get) fired ■ He got/was 
fired (from his job) after missing work. 

4 [no obj] : to begin working ■ The engine/cylinders failed to 
fire. — sometimes used figuratively - The team got off to a 
slow start, but now it’s firing on all cylinders. [=it’s now play¬ 
ing very well] 

5 [+ obj] technical \ to heat (a clay pot, dish, etc.) in an oven 
in order to make it very hard ■ She WxWfire the pots later to¬ 
day. 

fire away informal — used in speech to tell someone to be¬ 
gin asking you questions ■ “We have some questions we’d 
like to ask you." “OK. Fire away." 
fire back [phrasal verb] : to answer someone quickly and 
usually angrily ■ After his statement, his opponent fired 
back. — often + at ■ He fired back at his critics. 
fire off [phrasal verb] fire (something) off or fire off (some¬ 
thing) : to write and send (something, such as a letter or 
memo) in a quick and often angry way ■ He fired off a letter 
of complaint. ■ She fired an e-mail off to her lawyer. 
fire up [phrasal verb] 1 fire (something) up or fire up (some¬ 
thing) a : to start (something) by lighting a fire ■ We fired 
up the grill for the barbecue, b : to cause (something) to 
start working ■ I fired up my computer and got down to 
work. ■ Before we start working let’s fire up the coffee- 
maker. 2 fire (someone) up or fire up (someone) : to fill 
(someone) with energy or enthusiasm ■ The coach fired up 
the players with a pep talk. — usually used as (be/get) fired 
up ■ We were fired up for the concert. 

— firing noun, pi firings [count, noncount] ■ the hiring and 
firing of employees ■ The pot must cool before its second 
firing. 

fire alarm noun, pi ~ alarms [count]: a device that makes 
a loud sound to warn people when there is a fire ■ Someone 
set off the fire alarm. 

fire ant noun, pi ~ ants [count] : a type of ant that gives a 
very painful bite 

fire-arm /'faja'iaa^n/ noun, pi -arms [count] : a small gun ■ 
revolvers, rifles, and other firearms 
fire-ball /'faja^ba:!/ noun, pi -balls [count] : a huge mass of 
fire ■ The house erupted into a fireball. ■ a nuclear fireball 
fire-bomb /'faja^baim/ noun, pi -bombs [count] : a bomb 
that causes a fire when it explodes 

— firebomb verb -bombs; -bombed; -bomb-lng [+ obj] ■ 
Rioters firebombed the courthouse. 

fire-brand /'faja'ibrand/ noun, pi -brands [count] : a per¬ 
son who tries to get people to become angry and to do things 
for a political or social cause ■ a political firebrand 
fire-break /'faja^breik/ noun, pi -breaks [count] : an area 
of land that has had plants and trees removed to stop the 
spread of a fire 

fire—breath-lng /'faja^briiOig/ ad), always used before a 
noun 
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1 : able to produce a stream of fire from the mouth ■ a story 
about afire-breathing dragon 

2 : very angry and emotional in speech, manner, or behavior 
• a fire-breathing politician ■ a. fire-breathing orator 

fire brigade noun, pi ~ -gades [count] 

1 US : a group of people who work to put out a fire 

2 Brit: fire department 

fire-bug /'faja^bAg/ noun, pi -bugs [count] US, informal : a 
person who starts destructive fires 
fire-crack-er /'faja^kraeka 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a small 
paper cylinder that is filled with an explosive and that pro¬ 
duces a loud noise when it explodes ■ boys setting off fire¬ 
crackers 

-fired /.faja-d/ combining form : using a particular kind of 
fuel ■ a gas-fired furnace ■ a coal -fired power plant 
fire department noun, pi ~ -merits [count] US : an orga¬ 
nization for preventing and putting out fires — called also 
(Brit) fire brigade 

fire drill noun, pi ~~ drills [count] : an activity in which peo¬ 
ple practice leaving a place quickly so that they will know 
what to do if there is a fire 

fire—eat-er /'fajayiite/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a performer 
who pretends to eat fire 
fire engine noun, pi ~ 

-gines [count] : a truck 
that has equipment for 
putting out fires — 
called also ( US) fire 
truck 

fire escape noun, pi ~ 

-capes [count] : a stair¬ 
way or ladder that can 
be used to escape from 
a burning building 
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fire extinguisher noun, pi ~ -ers [count] 

: a metal container filled with chemicals 
that is used to put out a fire 
fire-fight /'faja^fait/ noun, pi -fights 
[count] : a battle in which people shoot 
guns ■ a firefight between police and bank 
robbers; especially : a usually short and fast 
gunfight between opposing military units 
fire-fight-er /'faja^faita-/ noun, pi -ers 
[count] : a member of a group that works to 
put out fires 

— fire-fight-ing noun [noncount] ■ firefight¬ 
ing equipment 

fire-fly /'faja^flai/ noun, pi -flies [count] : a 
small flying insect that produces a soft light 

— called also (US) lightning bug 
fire-house /'faja^haus/wow/i,/?/ -houses [count] US : fire 

STATION 

fire hydrant noun, pi ~ -drants [count] : a 
pipe usually in the street that provides water 
especially for putting out fires — called also 
hydrant, (US) fireplug 

fire-light /‘faja^lait/ noun [noncount] : the 
light produced by a fire in a fireplace, stove, 
etc. ■ The firelight gave the room a warm 
glow. ■ At night, he read by firelight. 
fire-man /'fajattian/ noun, pi -men /-man/ 

[count] : a man who is a member of group 
that works to put out fires 
fire-place /'faja^pleis/ noun, pi -plac-es 
[count] : a specially built place in a room 
where a fire can be built ■ a stone/brick fire- .. h Vf j rarit 
place — see picture at living room * 

fire-plug /'faja^plAg/ noun, pi -plugs [count] US : fire hy¬ 
drant 

fire-pow-er /'faja^pawa-/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the amount or strength of military weapons that can be 
used against an enemy ■ The army didn’t have the firepower 
to defeat the invaders. • They had enough firepower. 

2 : effective power or force ■ intellectual firepower 

1 fire-proof /'faja^pruif/ ad) : not easily burned : not able to 
catch fire ■ firefighters in fireproof suits 
2 fireproof verb -proofs; -proofed; -proof>ing [+ obj] : to 
make (something) safe from fire ■ The building was not fire¬ 
proofed. 

fire sale noun, pi ~ sales [count] 

1 : a sale of products that have been damaged by fire 
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2 : a sale at very low prices • The company is having a fire 
sale of its old office equipment, 
fire screen noun, pi ~ screens [count] US: a metal screen 
that is placed in front of a fireplace 
1 f ire-side /'faja^sai noun, pi -sides [count] : a place next to 
a fire : an area close to a fireplace, campfire, etc. • We sat 
chatting at the fireside. 

2 fireside adj, always used before a noun : having an informal 
or friendly quality ■ a fireside chat 
fire Station noun, pi ~ -tions [count] : a building in which 
the members of a fire department and the equipment used to 
put out fires are located — called also (US) firehouse 
fire-Storm /'faja^stoam/ noun, pi -storms [count] 

1 : a very large fire that destroys everything in its path and 
produces powerful winds ■ The bombing left the city en¬ 
gulfed in a firestorm. 

2 : a large amount of anger and criticism • His proposal set 
off a political firestorm. * a firestorm of public protest 

fire-trap /Taja^traep/ noun, pi -traps [count] : a building 
that is difficult to get out of and is likely to have a deadly fire 
■ The factory was afiretrap and dozens of workers died be¬ 
fore rescuers could reach them, 
fire truck noun, pi ~ trucks [count] US : fire engine 
fire wall noun, pi ~ walls [count] 

1 : a very thick wall that keeps fire from spreading 

2 usually firewall : a computer program or piece of equip¬ 
ment that keeps people from using or connecting to a com¬ 
puter or a computer network without permission 

fire- WOOd /'fajaywud/ noun [noncount] : wood used to make 
a fire : wood used as fuel ■ They chopped enough firewood to 
last the winter. 

fire-work /'faja^wa'k/ noun, pi -works 

1 a [count] : a small device that explodes to make a display 
of light and noise — usually plural ■ setting off some fire¬ 
works b fireworks [plural] : a display where fireworks are 
exploded ■ Are you going to stay for the fireworks ? • a fire¬ 
works display 

2 fireworks [plural] : a display of anger ■ We expect a few 
fireworks during the presidential debate. 

firing line noun, pi ~ lines 

1 [count] : a line of soldiers who are shooting at an enemy ■ a 
brave soldier who was never far behind the firing line 

2 [singular] : a place or position in which someone is not 
protected from attack or criticism — used especially in the 
phrase (US) on the firing line or Brit in the firing line ■ School 
administrators are not on the firing line every day like the 
teachers are. 

firing squad noun, pi ~ squads [count, noncount] : a 
group of soldiers whose job is to shoot a prisoner who has 
been sentenced to death ■ The traitor was executed by ( a) fir¬ 
ing squad. 

1 firm /'fam/ adj firm-er, -est 

1 : fairly hard or solid : not soft ■ firm flesh ■ firm muscles ■ a 
firm mattress ■ a firm stomach ■ a firm cheese 

2 : set, placed, or attached in a way that is not easily moved • 
a firm base/foundation — often used figuratively ■ He be¬ 
lieves that his argument is on firm ground/footing. [=that he 
has good support, evidence, etc., for his argument] 

3 : not weak or uncertain ■ a firm [=strong] handshake/grip ■ 
She has a firm grasp of the basic principles. • They insist on 
maintaining^irm control over the project. ■ He spoke to her 
in a soft but firm voice. ■ The time has come for us to take a 
firm stand. ■ The children need gentle but film handling. 

4 a : not likely to change or be changed ■ We’ve made firm 
[= definite ] plans for next weekend. ■ a firm price/estimate/of¬ 
fer ■ The dollar remained firm against the euro. ■ reaching a 
firm conclusion/decision ■ They haven’t set a firm date for 
their wedding. ■ The campaign has taken a firm hold on the 
public’s imagination, b : having or showing true and con¬ 
stant support for something or someone ■ I’m a firm [-strong] 
believer in the value of exercise. = I have a firm belief in the 
value of exercise. ■ Those two are firm friends. [=they are 
very close friends] 

hold firm see x hold 
stand firm see 1 stand 

- firm-ly adv ■ They stood firmly [= steadfastly, solidly] be¬ 
hind their boss. ■ He pulled the hat down firmly over his 
ears. • I firmly [=strongly] believe in the value of exercise. • 
She’s got her feet firmly (planted) on the ground. [=she is a 
practical and sensible person] -firm-ness noun [non- 
count] ■ the firmness of the mattress ■ the firmness of the 
price/estimate/offer 
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^irm verb firms; firmed; firm-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to put (something, such as a plan) into a final form 

— usually + up • We still need to firm up our vacation plans. 

2 [+ obj ] : to make (something) harder or more solid : to 
make (something) less loose ■ I’ve been doing exercises to 
firm (up) and strengthen my stomach muscles. ■ She firmed 
[lightened] her grip on the racket. 

3 [+ obj] : to make (something) stronger • Her early failures 
only firmed [strengthened] her resolve (to succeed). 

4 [no obj] : to become less likely to change or become weak¬ 
er ■ The market \s firming. — often + up • The market is firm¬ 
ing up. • Imports are rising and prices are firming up. 

— firming adi • a.firming cream [=a cream that makes your 
skin less loose] 

3 firm noun, pi firms [count] : a business organization ■ a law 
firm ■ a consulting firm [=company] 
fir*ma-ment /■famamant/ noun [noncount] formal + literary 
: the sky • meteors flashing across the firmament — some¬ 
times used figuratively to refer to an area of interest or activ¬ 
ity ■ He was once the brightest star in the literary firmament. 
firm-ware /’farn.weay noun [noncount] computers : comput¬ 
er programs that are contained permanently in a device 
^irst /'fast/ adi 

1 : coming before all others in time, order, or importance ■ 
She won first prize. ■ We sat in the first row. ■ his first wife ■ 
her first book/child ■ in the first century ■ his first offense ■ 
her first kiss ■ She succeeded on her first attempt/try. ■ He 
was (the) first in line. • We will correct these errors at the first 
opportunity. [=as soon as it is possible to do so] ■ English is 
not my first [=native] language. [=it is not the language I 
learned first; I learned to speak another language before I 
learned to speak English] ■ She’s in first grade. [=the first level 
in school after kindergarten] ■ I still remember the first time I 
saw her. ■ You should leave at the first [= earliest] hint of trou¬ 
ble. ■ My first [^initial] impulse was to say no. ■ This is a mat¬ 
ter of the first [-highest] importance. ■ Your first [=main] con¬ 
cern should be to get well. ■ the captain and the first mate 
[=the officer on a ship who is most important after the cap¬ 
tain] ■ She was accused of murder In the first degree, ^first- 
degree murder; the most serious kind of murder] 

2 — used to refer to the lowest forward gear or speed of a 
vehicle ■ I couldn’t get the car out of first gear. 

3 : having or playing the main part in a group of instruments 
• first violin 

at first blush or at first glance also at first sight: when 
first seen or considered " At first blush , the proposal seems 
ridiculous. ■ It appears at first glance/sight to be a simple 
matter of hiring more people. 

at first hand : in a direct way : firsthand • I had a chance 
to verify his claims at first hand, 
first among equals A person who is first among equals is 
the leader of a group of people but is officially considered 
equal in rights and status to the other members of the 
group. ■ As a director, he encourages collaboration and 
considers himself only (the) first among equals, 
first thing 1 the first thing: anything at all — used in neg¬ 
ative statements ■ He doesn’t know/understand the first 
thing about the problems we’ve been having. 2 : before 
anything else : right away : very early ■ I’ll be back first 
thing (on) Monday morning. ■ She promised to call first 
thing in the morning. 

first things first — used to say that you should do the 
things that are most important before doing other things ■ I 
know you’re eager to start shopping for a car, but first 
things first —you need to find out how much you can af¬ 
ford to spend. ■ You must set priorities and learn how to 
put first things first, 
in the first flush of see 'flush 
in the first Instance see instance 
in the first place see 'place 
love at first sight see 'love 
2 {irst adv 

1 a : before any other in time, order, or importance ■ I have 
to pay him first. • She finished first in the race. = She came in 
first in the race. = (Brit) She came first in the race. ■ You go 
first. • He said it first. ■ These problems are not as simple as 
they first appear, b : for the first time ■ I loved her when I 
first saw her. ■ We met first at a party. = We first met at a par¬ 
ty. ■ This word was first recorded in the 19th century, c 
: before doing other things ■ We’ll get started soon, but first 
we have to make sure everyone is here. 


2 — used to introduce a statement that is the first in a series 
of statements ■ First, let me explain my reasons for calling 
this meeting. ■ I want to talk about several things in this 
meeting. First, the schedule. Second,... — often us«d in the 
phrases first of all and first off • Let me explain, first of all, 
why I called this meeting. ■ First off, there’s some confusion 
we have to clear up. 

come first : to be more important than other things • My ca¬ 
reer is important, but my family comes first, 
first and foremost : at the most basic level ■ He is first and 
foremost [primarily, fundamentally] a teacher. 
first and last : at the most basic level: in all respects ■ This 
is first and last a matter of national security. 
first come, first served or first come, first serve — used 
to say that the people who arrive earliest get served or 
treated before the people who arrive later ■ The campsites 
are first come, first served, so we’d better get there early. = 
The campsites are assigned on a first-come-first-serve basis, 
so we’d better get there early. ■ "Aren’t there any cookies 
left?" "Sorry— first come, first served." 

- see also feetfirst, headfirst 

3 first noun, pi firsts 

1 : something that is first: such as a [count] : an occur¬ 
rence, achievement, etc., that happens or exists before any 
other of that kind ■ Her solo flight across the Atlantic was a 
remarkable first. • They were responsible for several engi- 
neering^rste. b [noncount] : the position of the winner in a 
competition or contest - He took first I=finished in first 
place] in the pie-eating contest, c [noncount] : the lowest 
forward gear or speed of a car, truck, etc. ■ I couldn’t get the 
car out of first, d [count] : a degree of the highest level from 
a British university ■ take/get a first in English 

2 [noncount] baseball : first base • a runner on first ■ Who’s 
playingj7rs/? 

at first: when something first happens or begins to happen 
: when you first notice or consider something ■ We didn’t 
like each other at first. [=when we met] • At first I thought 
she was crying, but then I realized she was actually laugh¬ 
ing. ■ The book bored me at first, [^initially] 
from the first: from the beginning ■ I’ve loved her from the 
first. 

4 fifSt pronoun 

1 : the first one or ones ■ They were among the first in line. ■ 
It was the first of many delays. ■ I’ll be the first to admit when 
I’ve done something wrong. ■ He was the first to arrive. ■ She 
was bom on the first of May. I=on May 1] ■ The son of King 
Charles the First became King Charles the Second. 

2 : the first time ■ She’s not coming? Well, that’s the first I’ve 
heard of it! [=1 did not know that before now] 

first aid noun [noncount] : emergency treatment given to a 
sick or injured person ■ She gave him first aid for his sprained 
ankle. A first aid kit is a set of materials and tools used for 
giving first aid. 

first base noun [singular] baseball : the base that must be 
touched first by a base runner ■ a runner on first base; also 
: the position of the player who defends the area around first 
base ■ She hit a ground ball to first base. ■ He used to be a 
catcher, but now he plays first base. —compare HOME 
PLATE, SECOND BASE, THIRD BASE 

get to first base chiefly VS, informal : to make the first step 
in a course or process that you hope will lead further — 
usually used in negative statements ■ Her proposal to 
change the tax laws never got to first base. [=never had any 
success at all] ■ He kept asking her out, but he couldn’t 
even get to first base. [=she would not agree to go on even 
one date with him] 

first base-man /-'beisman/ noun, pi ~ -men /-,men/ 
[count] baseball : the player who defends the area around 
first base ■ an all-star first baseman 
first-born /'fa'st'boan/ adi • bom first ■ their firstborn [el¬ 
dest, oldest] child 

— firstborn noun, pi -borns [count] • Parents often spoil 
their firstborns. 

first Class noun [noncount] : the best or highest group or 
class: such as a : the best of usually three kinds of service 
you can have when you travel ■ flying in first class b : a 
class of mail in the U.S. that includes letters and postcards 
C : a class of mail in the U.K. that includes letters and pack¬ 
ages which are delivered sooner than ordinary second-class 
mail but cost more to send 
first—ClaSS /■fost'klzes, Brit 'fa^t'klcrs/ adi 
1 : of or relating to first class • passengers in the first-class 
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cabin ■ raising the rates for first-class mail 
2 : of the best quality : of the highest excellence ■ & first-class 
telescope/meal • first-class [=excellent, superior] work 
-first-class adv "They insist on flying first-class. • I’d like 
to send this package first-class. 

first COUSin noun, pi ~ -ins [count] : a child of your aunt 
or uncle : cousin la ■ He’s her first cousin. = He and she are 
first cousins. — compare second cousin 
first—de-gree /■fastdi’gri:/ ad), always used before a noun 

1 US : of the most serious type : deserving the harshest pun¬ 
ishment • first-degree murder/theft/arson 

2 : of the least harmful or mildest type ■ He suffered a first- 
degree bum. — compare second-degree, third-degree 

first down noun, pi ~ downs [noncount] American football 
: the first of a series of usually four downs in which a team 
must gain 10 yards to keep the ball ■ They have first down on 
the 20-yard line.; also [count] : the right to start a new series 
of downs after a gain of 10 or more yards ■ The pass was 
completed for a first down. 

first edition noun, pi ~ -tions [singular] : the first set of 
printed copies of a book ■ There were many errors in the 
book’s first edition .; also [count] : a single copy from such a 
set ■ She owns a valuable first edition of Huckleberry Finn. 
first family noun, pi ~ -lies [count] 

1 or First Family : the family of the U.S. president ■ The 
First Family will be vacationing on a ranch this year. 

2 : a family that has great importance, influence, or success 
in a specified activity or profession ■ He and his sons are con¬ 
sidered the first family of jazz. 

first floor noun, pi ~ floors [count] 

1 US : the floor of a building that is at ground level 
: GROUND FLOOR 

2 Brit: the floor of a building that is immediately above the 
ground floor 

first-hand /'fast'hzend J adj : coming directly from actually 
experiencing or seeing something ■ He gave a firsthand ac¬ 
count of the battle. - She draws on firsthand experiences for 
her novel. — compare secondhand; see also at first hand 
at ‘first 

— firsthand adv • He knows firsthand how difficult school 
can be. 

first lady noun, pi ~ ladies [count] 

1 or First Lady : the wife of the U.S. president ■ The Presi¬ 
dent and the First Lady attended the concert. 

2 : a woman who has great importance, influence, or success 
in a specified activity or profession ■ the first lady of Ameri¬ 
can dance 

first lieutenant noun, pi ~ -ants [count] 

1 : an officer in the U.S. Army, Air Force, or Marine Corps 
who ranks below a captain 

2 : a naval officer who is responsible for keeping a ship in 
good condition 

first light noun [noncount]: the time when light is first seen 
in the morning : dawn ■ She was up at first light. 
first—line /'fa^t'lam/ adj, always used before a noun, chiefly 
US 

1 : used or chosen first ■ first-line treatment/therapy 

2 : available to be used immediately ■ first-line troops 
first-ly /'fastli/ adv — used to introduce a statement that is 

the first in a series of statements ■ Firstly , we need to consider 
the issue of providing people with affordable health care. 4- 
Firstly is chiefly used to begin lists and is usually followed by 
secondly, thirdly , etc. ■ I have several concerns. Firstly , the 
lack of funding. Secondly,... ■❖■In U.S. English, first is 
more common than firstly in this use. ■ I have several con¬ 
cerns. First , the lack of funding. Second, ... — compare 
LASTLY, SECONDLY, THIRDLY 

first name noun, pi ~ names [count] : the name that 
comes first in someone’s full name ■ Children at the school 
call their teachers by their first names. —compare last 
NAME, MIDDLE NAME, SURNAME 

— first—name adj *$* People who are on a first-name basis 
( US) or on first-name terms (Brit) know each other well 
and address each other by their first names. ■ He was on a 
first-name basis with his boss. ■ They know most of the offi¬ 
cials on a first-name basis. — sometimes used figuratively ■ 
She was on a first-name basis with adversity. [=she experi¬ 
enced a lot of adversity] 

first offender noun, pi ~ -ers [count] law : a person who is 
convicted for the first time of committing a crime ■ Because 
he was a first offender, he was put on probation rather than 
sentenced to jail. 


first person noun [noncount] 

1 : a set of words or word forms (such as pronouns or verb 
forms) that refer to the person who is speaking or writing — 
often used before another noun • Me is the objective case of 
the first person singular pronoun /, and us is the objective 
case of the first person plural pronoun we. 

2 : a writing style that uses first person pronouns and verbs ■ 
She always wrote in the first person. ■ The sentence “I was 
bom in Maine" is written in the first person. — compare sec¬ 
ond PERSON, THIRD PERSON 

first-rate /'fos^reit J adj : of the best quality : excellent ■ 
a first-rate chef/book/education ■ The service was first-rate. 
first—run /'fast'r/vn/ adj, always used before a noun : avail¬ 
able for the public to see for the first time • first-run movies 
first Strike noun, pi ~ strikes [count] : a nuclear attack 
against an enemy before the enemy can attack • launch a first 
strike 

— first-strike ad), always used before a noun ■ a first-strike 
capability/threat 

first—String /'fast'stnij/ adj, US, sports : most skillful ■ the 
first-string quarterback/catcher *> The first-string players on 
a team play first in the game because they are considered the 
best players. This term is also sometimes used figuratively. ■ 
The newspaper sent its first-string [=best] critic to review the 
play. — compare second-string 
first—time adj, always used before a noun 

1 : doing something for the first time • first-time home buy¬ 
ers [=people who are buying a home for the first time] ■ a 
first-time visitor ■ a first-time author [=a person who has writ¬ 
ten a book for the first time] 

2 : done for the first time - The punishment for a first-time 
offense of this kind is a fine. 

first world or First World noun [singular] : the countries 
of the world that have many industries and relatively few 
poor people : the rich nations of the world — compare 
THIRD WORLD 

f is-Cal /‘fiskal/ adj : of or relating to money and especially to 
the money a government, business, or organization earns, 
spends, and owes ■ fiscal policy/responsibility ■ a fiscal crisis ■ 
a fiscal conservative ■ the fiscal health of the university/or¬ 
chestra 

— fls*cal-ly adv ■ fiscally sound policies ■ fiscally conserva¬ 
tive 

fiscal year noun, pi ~ years [count] chiefly US : a 12- 
month period used by a government, business, or organiza¬ 
tion to calculate how much money is being earned, spent, 
etc. ■ Sales were up in the last fiscal year. ■ Our fiscal year 
runs from October 1 to September 30. — called also (Brit) fi¬ 
nancial year, compare calendar year 
1 fish /'fij/ noun, pi fish or fish-es 

1 [count] : a cold-blooded animal that lives in water, 
breathes with gills, and usually has fins and scales ■ a small 
fish ■ an ocean/river fish [=a kind of fish that lives in an 
ocean/river] — see color picture on page C8 

usage When you are talking about more than one fish, the 
plural fish is more commonly used than fishes. • We caught 
several fish. When you are talking about more than one 
kind or species of fish, both fishes and fish are used. ■ vari- 
eties of tropically/? ■ all the fishes of the sea 

2 [noncount] : the meat of a fish eaten as food ■ We’re having 
fish for dinner. 

a big fish In a small pond (chiefly US) or Brit a big fish In 
a little pond: a person who is very well known or impor¬ 
tant in a small group of people but who is not known or 
important outside that group ■ In school he was a big fish in 
a small pond , but once he moved to the city he was just an¬ 
other struggling actor. 

a fish out of water: a person who is in a place or situation 
that seems unnatural or uncomfortable ■ He’s a small-town 
boy who feels like a fish out of water here in the big city. 
drink like a fish see ‘drink 

fish In the sea informal — used to say that there are many 
more people available for a romantic relationship ■ “I 
know you’re sad because you and your boyfriend broke 
up, but he’s not the only fish In the sea" “You’re right. 
There are many/plenty more fish In the sea." 
fish to fry informal: things to do or deal with ■ We’ll have to 
address that problem tomorrow. Right now we've got oth¬ 
er/bigger fish to fry. [=we’ve got other/bigger problems 
that we need to give our attention to] 
neither fish nor fowl: a person or thing that does not be- 
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long to a particular class or category ■ The movie is neither 
fish nor fowl —it’s not really a comedy, but it’s too light¬ 
hearted to be called a drama. 

odd/queer fish Brit, informal: a strange or unusual person ■ 
She’s really quite an odd fish. 

- see also cold fish, kettle offish at kettle 
-fish-less /'fi/bs/ adj ■ a fishless lake -fish-like 
/'fiSjlaik/ adj ■ a. fishlike tail 
2 fish verb flsh-es; fished; fish-ing 

1 a [no obj ]: to catch or try to catch fish ■ I love to fish. ■ We 
spent the afternoon fishing for trout, b [+ obj] : to catch or 
try to catch fish in (a river, stream, etc.) • They fished the 
stream all morning. 

2 [no obj] : to search for something by feeling : to use your 
hand to try to find something ■ She was fishing around in her 
purse for her keys. 

fish for [phrasal verb ] fish for (something) : to ask for or try 
to get (something, such as praise or attention) in an indi¬ 
rect way ■ I think he offers apologies for his cooking as a 
way of fishing for compliments. [=as a way of getting peo¬ 
ple to say that they like the food he cooks] • fishing for an¬ 
swers 

fish or cut bait US, informal: to stop hesitating and choose 
to do or not do something ■ It’s time for the company to 
jish or cut bait. We either take the job or turn it down. 
fish out [phrasal verb] fish (something) out or fish out (some¬ 
thing) 1 ; to pull (something) out of water or some other 
liquid ■ The police fished the car out of the harbor. • She 
jished the sugar packet out of her iced tea. 2 : to pull 
(something) out from a container, bag, etc. • She reached 
into her purse and jished out her keys, 
fish and chips noun : a meal that consists of fried fish and 
french-fried potatoes — used with both singular and plural 
verbs ■ The restaurant’s fish and chips is/are delicious, 
fish-bowl /'fis,boul/ noun, pi -bowls [count] 

1 : a bowl used for keeping live fish 

2 chiefly US : a place or condition in which there is no priva¬ 
cy • Being a politician these days means living in a fishbowl — 
every part of your life is open to public view. 

fish cake noun, pi ~~ cakes [count] : a round fried cake 
made of a mixture of fish and mashed potatoes 
fish-er-man /'fija^nan/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] : a 
person (especially a man) who catches fish 
fish-er-wom-an /'ft/^wuman/ noun, pi -wom-en 
/-,wiman/ [count] : a woman who catches fish 
fish-ery /'fi/ari/ noun, pi -er-les [count] 

1 : a part of the ocean where fish and other sea creatures are 
caught ■ an oyster fishery • a salmon fishery • coastal fisheries 

2 : a business that catches and sells fish ■ small commercial 
fisheries 

fish—eye lens noun, pi ~~ lenses [count] photography : a 
camera lens that shows an extremely wide area with curved 
edges 

fish farm noun , pi farms [Count] : a place where fish are 
raised for food 

fish finger noun, pi ~~ -gers [count] Brit : fish stick 
fish fry noun, pi ~ fries [count] US : a meal or event at 
which the main food served is fried fish ■ a community jish 
fry 

fish-hook noun, pi -hooks [count] : a small curved piece of 
metal that is attached to the end of a piece of fishing line and 
used to catch fish — see picture at hook 
fishing noun [noncount] : the sport or business of catching 
fish • The fishing was pretty good today. ■ I’m going fishing 
this weekend. — often used before another noun • I bought 
a fishing pole/rod and some fishing line. ■ a store that sells 
fishing gear — see also FLY-FISHING, fishing expedition at 
EXPEDITION 

fish-mong-er /'fifimairjga 1 , 'fiTmAijg^/ noun, pi -ers 
[count] chiefly Brit: a person or shop that sells fish ■ You can 
get fresh cod at the fishmonger’s. 
fish-net /■fi.finet/ noun, pi -nets 

1 [count]: a net for catching fish 

2 [noncount]: a type of fabric that has many small holes like 
a net — usually used before another noun - fishnet stockings 
■ a fishnet shirt 

fish slice noun, pi ~ slices [count] Brit : spatula 
fish Stick noun, pi sticks [count] US : a long and thin 
piece of fish that is breaded and cooked 
fish Story noun, pi ~~ stories [count] US : an exaggerated 
story : a story that is so strange or surprising that it seems 



very unlikely to be true • He told a ridiculously^ story about 
a swarm of giant mosquitoes. 

fish-tail /'fi/.teil/ verb -tails; -tailed; -tail-ing [no obj] 
chiefly US, of a car, truck, etc. : to slide in an uncontrolled 
way with the rear end going from side to side ■ The car fish¬ 
tailed on the icy curve. 

fish-wife /'ft/,waif/ noun, pi -wives /-,waivz/ [count] old- 
fashioned 

1 ; a woman who sells fish 

2 : a rude and rough woman 
fishy /'fi/i/ adj fish-i-er; -est 

1 : of or relating to fish; especially : tasting or smelling like a 
fish ■ a fishy odor/taste 

2 informal : causing doubt or suspicion : likely to be bad, 
untrue, dishonest, etc. ■ That story sounds/smells/w/iy [=5My- 
picious, dubious] to me. ■ There’s something/w/iy about that 
guy. 

fiS-Sion /'fi/n/ noun [noncount] 

1 physics : a process in which the nucleus of a heavy atom is 
split apart ❖ A large amount of energy is released when fis¬ 
sion occurs. — called also nuclear fission; compare fusion 

2 biology : a kind of reproduction in which a cell or body di¬ 
vides into two or more parts and each part grows into a 
whole new individual 

fis-SLire /'fi/a-/ noun, pi -sures [count] : a narrow opening 
or crack ■ rock fissures • a fissure in the Earth’s crust ■ a deep 
fissure in the ice — sometimes used figuratively ■ ideological 
fissures in a political party 

— fls-sured /'fijad/ adj [more most —] ■ a heavily fissured 
rock face 

fist /'fist/ noun, pi fists [count] : the hand with its fingers 
bent down into the palm ■ He pounded his^yr on the table in 
anger. ■ She pounded on the door with both fists. ■ a clenched 
fist ■ make afist • He defiantly shook his^rt at the policeman. 
hand over fist see 'hand 

make a good fist of Brit, informal : to do (something) well ■ 
Despite her inexperience, she made a remarkably good fist 
of chairing the meeting. 

make a poor fist of Brit, informal : to do (something) badly 
■ He made a poor fist of explaining his reasons. 
rule with an iron fist see 2 rule 
fist-fight /'ftst,fait/ noun, pi -fights [count] : a fight in 
which people hit each other with their fists • A fistfight broke 
out in the stands. ■ He often gets 'mtofistfights. 
fist-ful /'fist,ful/ noun, pi -fuls [count] 

1 : an amount that can be held in one hand : handful ■ a 
fistful of coins 

2 : a somewhat large number or amount ■ She has won a fist¬ 
ful of awards. 

fist-i-CUffS /'fisti,kAfs/ noun [plural] old-fashioned : a fight 
with fists ■ engaging in fisticuffs ■ It was a loud debate that 
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ended in fisticuffs. — sometimes used figuratively ■ legal fist¬ 
icuffs 

’fit /'fit/ adj flt-ter; -test 

“1 a : proper or acceptable : morally or socially correct — 
often +for • a movie fit [=suitable]for the whole family ■ This 
is not a fit subject/br discussion with children. ■ a subject not 
fit for discussion — often followed by to + verb • a subject not 
fit to be discussed b : suitable for a specified purpose — of¬ 
ten +for • This water is not fit for drinking. ■ The building is 
no longer fit for human habitation. — often followed by to + 
verb • This water is not fit to drink. • The building is no longer 
fit for people to live in. 

2 a : physically healthy and strong ■ physically fit • He felt 
overmatched against fitter [=healthier\ , stronger players. ■ Pa¬ 
tients are encouraged to get/keep fit. • Are you fit enough to 
walk there? b Brit slang : sexually attractive : sexy 

3 : having the necessary skills — usually +for • I just don’t 
think he’s fit [^qualified] for this job. 

4 : made ready : put in a suitable state — usually + for • get 
the ship fit [-prepared) for sea 

fit as a fiddle also Brit fit as a flea informal : in good phys¬ 
ical condition : very healthy and strong ■ 1 feel {as) fit as a 
fiddle this morning. 

fit for a king : good enough even for a king : very good ■ a 
meal (that is) fit for a king 

fit to be tied informal : very angry or upset ■ Dad was fit to 
be tied when my sister came home late last night. 
fit to burst chiefly Brit, informal: very much ■ laugh/shout 
fit to burst 

fit to kill US, informal: in an impressive way that attracts at¬ 
tention ■ He was dressed fit to kill, 
see/thlnk fit 4- To see fit or think fit to do something is to 
choose to do it because you think it is right or appropriate. 
■ She can spend her money as she sees fit. [=she can spend 
her money as she chooses] ■ She let him do his job as he 
thought fit. • They might see fit [=choose, decide) to make 
some adjustments. 

— flt-ness noun [noncount] • No one questioned her fitness 
for the job. ■ The program promotes healthy eating and 
physical fitness. [=being healthy through exercise] 

2 f it verb fits; fit-ted or chiefly US fit; fit-ting 

1 not used in progressive tenses : to be the right size and shape 
for (someone or something) [+ obj] The suit fits him perfect¬ 
ly. ■ I hope this key fits the lock. ■ The two pieces/?/ each oth¬ 
er perfectly, [no obj] These shoes fit perfectly. ■ This calcula¬ 
tor will fit nicely/neatly in your shirt pocket. ■ pants that fit 
tightly/loosely = tight-fitting/loose-fitting pants ■ The two 
pieces/*/ together perfectly. ^ Something that fits (you) like 
a glove fits (you) very well. ■ That suit fits him like a glove. <*■ 
The phrase one size fits all describes a hat, piece of clothing, 
etc., that is made in a size that is supposed to fit everyone. 
This phrase is commonly used figuratively. ■ The school rec¬ 
ognizes that a one size fits all approach won’t work for these 
children. [=these children need to be taught in a way that 
considers the needs and abilities of each child] 

2 not used in progressive tenses a [no obj ] : to go into or 
through a particular space ■ All these groceries won’t fit in 
the trunk of my car. = These groceries won’t all fit in the 
trunk of my car. ■ How many people can fit in a phone 
booth? ■ The box was too large to fit through the door, b [+ 
obj] : to cause (something) to go into or through a particular 
space ■ I can’t fit all these groceries into the trunk of my car. ■ 
We weren’t able to fit the box through the door. 

3 past tense and past participle fitted [+ obj] a : to measure 
(someone) in order to choose clothes that are the right size 
and shape for that person — usually used as (be) fitted • I’m 
being fitted [=measured\ for a new suit tomorrow, b : to 
change the shape or form of (a piece of clothing) for a partic¬ 
ular person •fitting the jacket to the customer 

4 [+ obj] : to find time to meet with (someone) or do (some¬ 
thing) — usually + in or into • I’ll try to fit you into my sched¬ 
ule. ■ The doctor can fit you in this afternoon. [=the doctor 
can meet with you this afternoon] ■ She’s got a lot of meet¬ 
ings to fit in this morning. 

5 [no obj ] : to belong in a particular situation, place, or 
group ■ It’s a good school, but I feel like I just don’t fit here. 

— usually + in ■ I was looking for a group that I could fit in 
with. ■ No matter how hard she tried, she just didn’t fit in. • 
He fit right in at school. ■ That chair fits in well with the rest 
of the office. 

6 not used in progressive tenses [+ obj] a : to be suitable or 
appropriate for (someone or something) ■ The nickname fits 
[ =suits] him very well. ■ The punishment should/?/ the crime. 


b : to make (someone or something) suitable or appropriate 
for or to something ■ Her previous experience fitted ^quali¬ 
fied] her for the job. • Let us fit the punishment to the crime. 

7 not used in progressive tenses [+ obj] : to be in agreement 
with (something or someone) ■ Their story doesn’t fit the 
facts. ■ He fits [= matches ] the description perfectly. = The de¬ 
scription fits him perfectly. 

8 past tense and past participle fitted [+ obj ]: to supply equip¬ 
ment for (something) ■ a lab fitted with the latest equipment ■ 
The camera can befitted with many different lenses. — often 
+ out or up •fit out an expedition ■ an old ocean liner fitted up 
as a hospital ship 

fit the bill see 1 bill 
If the cap fits see 'cap 
If the shoe fits see 'shoe 

— flt-ter /'fira/ noun, pi -ters [count] • a shoe/boot fitter [=a 
person whose job is to help you find a shoe/boot that fits] 
— see also pipe fitter 

3 f It noun, pi fits [count] : the way something fits : the way 
something suits the size and shape of your body or goes into 
or through a particular space ■ The fit of this shirt is a bit 
tight. ■ a loose/snug/?/ ■ It’s a tight fit but I think we can get 
the box through the door. ■ a comfortable fit • That dress is a 
good fit for you. [=that dress fits you well; it is the right size 
and shape for your body] — compare 4 fit 
4 fit noun, pi fits [count] 

1 : an uncontrolled expression of strong emotion ■ He threw 
a fit [=he became very angry and upset] when they accused 
him of cheating. ■ She has/throws a fit [=tantrum] when she 
doesn’t get what she wants. 

2 : a sudden occurrence of some activity, emotion, etc. • a fit 
of anger ■ a fit of coughing = a coughing/?/ ■ He apologized 
profusely in a fit of remorse. ■ The joke s$nt the audience 
into fits of laughter. [=it made the people in the audience 
laugh a lot] 

3 : an abnormal state in which you become unconscious and 
your body moves in an uncontrolled and violent way ■ an ep¬ 
ileptic./?/ [=(more commonly) seizure] 

by fits and starts or In fits and starts : by stopping and 
starting again : in a way that is not constant or steady ■ 
Their courtship was gradual, proceeding by fits and starts. • 
Progress came only in fits and starts. 

In fits Brit, informal: laughing very much : in fits of laugh¬ 
ter ■ The audience was in fits, [-in stitches ] 

— compare 3 fit 

fit-ful /'fitfal/ adj [more most —] : not regular or steady ■ 

He had a few fitful hours of sleep. ■ Several fitful attempts at 
negotiation have failed. ■ making slow, fitful progress 

— fit-ful-ly adv • progressing fitfully • He slept fitfully [rest¬ 
lessly] for a few hours. — f lt-f ul-ness noun [noncount] 

f It-ted /*fit3d/ adj : shaped for a precise fit ■ a fitted sheet; es¬ 
pecially : designed to match the shape of a person’s body ■ 
He was wearing a fitted shirt. 

’fit-ting /■fitii)/ adj [more most ~]: of a kind that is appro¬ 
priate for the situation or purpose ■ It was a fitting end to 
their rivalry. ■ It seemed only fitting [=proper, right ] that she 
should win her final tournament. ■ a fitting memorial/tribute 

— fit-tlng-ly adv • Fittingly [= appropriately ], she won her fi¬ 
nal tournament. 

fitting noun, pi -tings [count] 

1 : the act of putting on clothes to see if they fit properly ■ I 
have a fitting for my wedding dress this afternoon. 

2 : a small part ■ a pipe fitting • brass/electrical fittings 

3 Brit : something (such as a refrigerator or a bookcase) that 
is in a house or building but can be removed if the house or 
building is sold — usually plural ■ pay extra for fixtures and 
fittings 

fitting room noun, pi rooms [count] : a room in a store 
in which customers can put on a piece of clothing to see if it 
fits before they buy it — called also dressing room 
five /'faiv/ noun, pi fives 

1 [count] : the number 5 

2 [count] : the fifth in a set or series ■ the jive of clubs ■ page 
five 

3 [noncount] : five o’clock ■ I get off work at five. • The store 
is open until five. 

4 [count] a US : a five-dollar bill ■ The total cost was $3.83 
and she gave him a five, b Brit: a five-pound note : fiver 

— five adj ■ five years — five pronoun • Five (of them) are 
missing. 

five-end—dime /ifaivan'daim/ noun, pi -dimes [count] 
US, old-fashioned : a store that sells inexpensive things ■ the 
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local five-and-dime — called also dime store, five-and-ten 
/-'ten/ 

fivefold /'faiv,fould/ adi : five times as great or as many ■ 
There has been & fivefold increase in membership this year, 
-five-fold /'faiv'fould/ adv • Membership has increased 
fivefold. 

five—o’clock shadow noun, pi ~ -OWS [count] : the be¬ 
ginning of a beard that you can see late in the afternoon on 
the face of a man who has not shaved since morning 
flv-er /'faiv^/ noun, pi -ers [count] Brit, informal : a five- 
pound note 

five—spice powder noun [noncount] : a mixture of spices 
that is used in Chinese cooking 
five—Star /'faiv'staa 1 / adj, always used before a noun : of the 
best quality ■ a. five-star hotel 
1 fix /'fiks/ verb fix-es; fixed; flx-lng [+ obj\ 

5 r a : to make (something) whole or able to work properly 
again : to repair (something) ■ He fixed the fence last week¬ 
end. ■ I need to fix this dent in my car. 'fix a leaky faucet b 
: to deal with or correct (a problem) ■ Your proposals won’t 
fix [=$o/ve] anything. • People expect the schools to fix what¬ 
ever is wrong with their kids. 

2 : to attach (something) in such a way that it will not move ■ 
All tables on the ship will be fixed to the floor. : to connect 
or join (things) physically ■ fix [=attach, fasten] this sign to 
your door ■ The table was fixed firmly to the floor. ■ The 
scarf was fixed in place with a pin. — sometimes used figura¬ 
tively ■ I want to fix this moment in my mind forever. [=1 
want to remember this moment forever] 

3 a : to set or place (something) definitely ■ They haven’t yet 
fixed the date of their wedding. ■ They fixed the price at $10. 
■ illegal price fixing b : to find out (something) with certain¬ 
ty ■ Investigators are still attempting to fix the exact time of 
the accident. ■ We’re trying to fix [-get a fix on] the ship’s lo¬ 
cation. C : to arrange the details of something ■ My lawyer 
fixed it [=made arrangements] so I wouldn’t have to go to 
court. 

4 chiefly US a : to make (something, such as a meal) ready ■ 
fix [= prepare . make ] dinner ■ Can I fix [=make] you a drink? 
= Can I fix a drink for you? b informal : to make (some¬ 
one’s hair, makeup, etc.) neat or attractive ■ We had to wait 
10 minutes while she fixed her hair. ■ fixing her lipstick/ 
makeup 

5 : to control or affect (something, such as a game or elec¬ 
tion) in a dishonest way ■ They were accused of fixing games 
in college. ■ The election was fixed. ■ fix a parking ticket [=ar- 
range for someone to not have to pay a fine for parking ille¬ 
gally] 

6 : to change the appearance of (someone’s face, nose, etc.) 
through surgery ■ She wants to get her nose fixed. 

7 informal : to do something to punish (someone who has 
treated you badly or unfairly) ■ They thought they could 
cheat me, but I fixed them good. ■ YWfix you! 

8 US : to make (an animal) unable to reproduce : to neuter 
or spay (an animal) ■ You should have your dog/cat fixed. 

9 US, informal + old-fashioned : to be or get ready to do 
something ■ They were fixing to leave. ■ It looks like it’s fixing 
to rain. [=it's about to rain] This sense of fix is sometimes 
used humorously to suggest the speech of cowboys in west¬ 
ern movies. 

10 technical : to change (nitrogen) into a stable or useful 
form ■ bacteria that fix nitrogen 

fix on/upon [phrasal verb] fix on/upon (something) 1 : to 
direct your attention or thoughts toward (something) : to 
focus on (something) ■ He has fixed on/upon the idea of go¬ 
ing back to school. ■ All eyes fixed on her as she entered the 
room, [^everyone looked at her as she entered the room] 
2 : to make a decision about or choose (something) ■ After 
weeks of discussion, they’ve finally fixed on a solution. 
fix (someone) with a stare/look (etc.) : to look directly at 
(someone) usually in an angry way ■ She fixed him with an 
angry stare. [=she stared at him angrily] 
fix up [phrasal verb] 1 fix up (something) or fix (something) 
up : to improve the appearance or condition of (some¬ 
thing, such as a building) by repairing it, making changes 
to it, etc. ■ We spent thousands of dollars fixing up our 
house. — see also fixer-upper 2 fix (someone or some¬ 
thing) up chiefly US : to make (someone or something) 
more attractive or fancy ■ I need a few minutes to fix my¬ 
self up before we leave. ■ She got herself all fixed up 
[-dressed up, spruced up] for the party. 3 fix (someone) up 
a : to provide (someone) with something that is needed or 


wanted ■ They can fix you up with a rental car at the air¬ 
port. b : to provide a possible boyfriend or girlfriend for 
(someone) : to arrange a date for (someone) • My mother 
tried to fix me up with one of her friends’ sons. 
fix your eyes/gaze (etc.) on/upon : to look at (someone or 
something) steadily ■ Everyone fixed their eyes on her as 
she entered the room. 

fix your hopes/sights (etc.) on/upon : to direct your 
hopes, efforts, etc., toward (something) ■ They fixed their 
sights on winning the championship. ■ She has her hopes 
fixed on a career in journalism. [=she hopes/wants to have 
a career in journalism] 
if it ain’t broke, don’t fix ft see 2 broke 

— fix-able /'fiksabal/ adi " All the car’s problems are fixable. 
— fix-er /'fiksa*/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

2 fix noun, pi fix-es [count] 

1 : a difficult or embarrassing situation ■ I found myself in 
an awful fix. [=mess, predicament] 

2 : something that solves a problem : solution ■ There’s no 
easy fix to this problem. ■ a quick fix 

3 : the act of dishonestly controlling or affecting something 
(such as a game or election) ■ The result was unexpected, 
and some people suspect a fix. • ( US) It was obvious early in 
the game that the fix was in. [=the outcome of the game was 
being controlled or affected in a dishonest way] 

4 : an amount of an illegal drug that someone wants or 
needs to have ■ He was desperately in search of his next fix. 

— often used figuratively ■ I got my nostalgia fix at my class 
reunion. ■ an ice-cream fix 

5 a : the exact position of something (such as a ship or an 
airplane) ■ an accurate fix • We’re trying to get a fix on the 
ship’s location. [=trying to find or determine the ship’s exact 
location] b ; an accurate understanding of something ■ Vot¬ 
ers are still trying to get a fix on her character. ■ Analysts are 
reading reports to get a fix on how the market will perform. 

fix-ate /'fik,seit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing [no obj] : to 
look at or think about something constantly : to give all of 
your attention to something — usually + on or upon ■ Why 
do joumalists/Ixa/e on scandals? 

— fixated adj [more most —] ■ Why are journalists so fix¬ 
ated on scandals? — f lx-a-tlon /fik'seijan/ noun, pi -tions 
[count] • The band is my latest music fixation. [=the music I 
am thinking about constantly most recently] ■ the media’s 
fixation on scandals » society’s fixation on [= obsession with] 
race 

fixed /'fikst/ adi 

la — used to describe something that does not change ■ a 
fixed interest rate ■ They are trying to live on a fixed income. 
■ They have no fixed schedule. • Each contestant is allowed a 
fixed amount of time. ■ fixed costs/fees/prices ■ a fixed stare/ 
expression/smile ■ fixed ideas about right and wrong b 
: placed or attached in a way that does not move easily ■ a 
small mirror fixed to the wall ■ That day remains fixed in my 
memory. • All eyes were fixed on her as she entered the 
room. [=everyone looked at her as she entered the room] 

2 informal: having something needed ■ They were well fixed 
for food. [=they had a good supply of food] ■ How are you 
fixed for money? [=do you have enough money?] ■ He’s fixed 
for life. [=he has enough money to live comfortably for the 
rest of his life] 

— fix-ed-ly /'fiksadli/ adv ■ They stared fixedly at me. 
fix-er-up-per /'fiksayvpa^ noun, pi -pers [count] US, infor¬ 
mal : a house, apartment, etc., that is in bad condition and 
needs to be repaired ■ Their first house was a one-bedroom 
fixer-upper. — see also fix up at 1 fix 

fix-ings /'fiksanz/ noun [plural] US, informal : foods that are 
traditionally served with the main dish of a particular meal ■ 
For Thanksgiving dinner my mother always made turkey 
with all the fixings. [=potatoes, vegetables, etc.] 
fix-i-ty /'fiksati/ noun, formal : the state or quality of not 
changing [noncount] looking for safety and fixity [= stability ] 
in the ever-changing world [singular] a fixity of purpose 
fix-ture /'fikstfa 1 / noun, pi -tures [count] 

1 : something (such as a light, toilet, sink, etc.) that is at¬ 
tached to a house or building and that is not removed when 
the house or building is sold — usually plural ■ bathroom 
fixtures ■ lighting fixtures — compare ^FITTING 3 

2 : a person or thing that has been part of something or in¬ 
volved in something for a long time ■ He’s been a fixture in 
the parade for many years. ■ She hopes the new educational 
program will become a permanent fixture at the zoo. 

3 Brit, sports : a game played at a particular time and place ■ 




627 


fizz • flake 


I attended all their home fixtures [=(t/S) games ] last year. 
1 fizz /'fiz/ verb fizz-es; fizzed; flzz-lng [no obj ] : to make a 
sound like many small bubbles popping ■ The soda fizzed. 
2 fizz noun, pi fizz-es 

1 [noncount] : a sound like many small bubbles popping ■ the 
characteristic fizz of champagne 

2 [noncount] : energy and liveliness ■ All the fizz was gone 
from their relationship. 

3 a [count] : a drink with many small bubbles • a gin fizz b 
[noncount] Brit, informal : champagne ■ a glass of fizz 

— fizzy /'fizi/ adj flzz-i-er; -est ■ a fizzy [=bubbly, carbonat¬ 
ed] soft drink ■ fizzy enthusiasm 

fiZ'Zle /'fizal/ verb fiz-zles; f lz-zled; f iz-zling [no obj] infor¬ 
mal : to gradually fail or end 

usage In U.S. English fizzle can be used by itself or with 
out. ■ The project ended up fizzling. ■ He had a great rookie 
season and then just fizzled out. In British English, fizzle is 
almost always followed by out. ■ Dance crazes tend to fizzle 
out quickly. 

- fizzle noun, pi fizzles [count] • She felt responsible for her 
team’s recent fizzle. [=failure, flop] 

fjord also fiord /fi'o^d/ noun, pi fjords also fiords [count] 
: a narrow part of the ocean between cliffs or steep hills or 
mountains ■ the fiords of Norway 
FL abbr Florida 
Fla abbr Florida 

flab /'flseb/ noun [noncount] informal : extra soft flesh on a 
person’s body : excess body fat • stomach/arm flab — some¬ 
times used figuratively ■ cutting jobs to eliminate corporate 
flab 

— flab-by /'fteebi/ adj flab-bi-er, -est ■ flabby arms •flabby 
[=soft] muscles ■ She writes in a flabby [=loose] style that ru¬ 
ins the narrative. — flab-bi-ness /'flsebinas/ noun [non¬ 
count] • the flabbiness of his muscles • moral/intellectual 
flabbiness 

flab-ber-gast /'flseba^gsest, Brit ‘fl2eb3,ga:st/ verb -gasts; 
-gast-ed; -gast-ing [+ obj] : to shock or surprise (some¬ 
one) very much ■ It flabbergasts me to see how many people 
still support them. — often used as (be) flabbergasted • We 
were flabbergasted by/at the news that he’d won the game. 

— flabbergasting adj [more most ~] • flabbergasting 
news 

f laOCid /'flsesad/ adj [more most —] 

1 : not firm : not hard or solid ■ flaccid muscles/tissue ■ a 
flaccid handshake 

2 : lacking strength or force : weak ■ flaccid leadership ■ a 
flaccid response 

1 flack /'flsek/ noun, pi flacks [count] US, informal + disap¬ 
proving : a person whose job is to make people like or be in¬ 
terested in someone or something ■ a public relations/Zacfc ■ 
campaign flacks [publicists, press agents] 

2 flack variant spelling of flak 
1 Q|fl /'flseg/ noun, pi flags [count] 

1 : a piece of cloth with a special design that is used as a 
symbol of a nation or group ■ raise/lower the American flag ■ 
The flag was flying [=the flag was raised up on a pole] over 
the fort. To fly/show/wave the flag is to display the flag of 
your country as a sign of patriotism. 

2 : a piece of cloth used as a signal or to attract attention ■ 
waving a flag of surrender/truce ■ a checkered flag ■ The ref¬ 
eree threw a penalty flag. — see also red flag, white 
flag 

- compare 4 flag 

2 flag verb flags; flagged; flag-ging [+ obj] 

1 : to signal (someone or something that is moving past you) 
to stop especially by raising or waving your hand ■ flag a taxi 
' 1 flagged the waiter for the check. — often + down ■ We 
should flag someone down and ask for directions. 

2 : to mark (something, such as a page or section of a book) 
so that it can be easily seen or found ■ She flagged several 
pages for me to review. 

3 American football : to signal that you are giving a penalty 
to (a player) by throwing a penalty flag ■ He was flagged for 
holding. 

- compare 3 flag 

3 flag verb flags; flagged; flag-ging [no obj] 

1 ; to become weak ■ Our interest flagged as the speaker 
droned on. ■ The good news boosted my flagging spirits. ■ Her 
energy shows no sign of flagging after all these years. 

2 : to become less interesting, attractive, or valuable * He’s 
trying to revive his flagging career. ■ flagging stock prices 


— compare 2 flag 

4 flag noun, pi flags [count] : flagstone — compare ‘flag 
Flag Day noun [singular] : June 14 observed in the U.S. as 
the anniversary of the day the American flag was officially 
accepted in 1777 

flag-el-late /'fliecfea.leit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -lat-lng [+ 

obj] formal : to hit (yourself or another person) with a whip 
as punishment or as part of a religious ritual — sometimes 
used figuratively ■ He flagellated [^severely criticized] him¬ 
self for years for allowing the business to fail. — see also 
self-flagellation 

— flag-eMa-tion Aflaetfoa'leijan/ noun [noncount] ■ ritual 
flagellation 

flag football noun [noncount] : a form of American foot¬ 
ball in which the player with the ball is not tackled but in¬ 
stead must stop when another player removes a piece of 
cloth that is attached to the player’s waist 
flag-on /'flsegan/ noun, pi -ons [count] old-fashioned : a 
container for liquids that usually has a handle, spout, and lid 
■ a pewter flagon\ also : the amount in a flagon ■ We drank a 
whol c flagon of wine. 

flag-pole /'fl£eg,poul/ noun, pi -poles [count] : a tall pole 
from which a flag hangs : a pole used to display a flag 
fla-grant /'fleigrant/ adj [more most ~] : very bad : too 
bad to be ignored ■ a flagrant violation • flagrant abuse of the 
law ■ her flagrant disregard for other people’s rights ■ a fla¬ 
grant error 

— fla-grant-ly adv • flagrantly violating our rights 
flag-ship /'flsgjip/ noun, pi -ships [count] 

1 : the ship that carries the commander of a group of ships ■ 
the flagship of the Atlantic fleet 

2 : the best, largest, or most important one of a group of 
things (such as products, stores, etc.) — often used before 
another noun ■ the company's flagship store ■ The next game 
will be broadcast on out flagship station. 

flag-staff /'flgeg.stsef, Brit 'fl 2 eg,sta:f/ noun, pi -staffs 
[count] : flagpole 

flag-stone /'flseg.stoun/ noun, pi -stones [count] : a hard, 
flat piece of stone that is used for making paths ■ a walkway 
paved with flagstones — often used before another noun ■ a 
flagstone path 

f lag—wav-ing /'fl£eg,weivig/ noun [noncount] usually disap¬ 
proving : words and actions that show very strong support 
for your government usually in a way that seems foolish or 
excessive ■ The essay is little more than flag-waving. — some¬ 
times used before another noun • flag-waving rhetoric/patri¬ 
otism 

— flag—wav-er /'flsegiWeiva 1 / noun, pi -wav-ers [count] 
1 flail /'fieri/ verb flails; flailed; flall-ing 

1 : to move or swing your arms or legs in a wild and uncon¬ 
trolled way [+ obj ] They were flailing their arms to drive 
away the insects, [no obj] The wounded animal lay on the 
ground, flailing helplessly. ■ He was wildly flailing about/ 
around on the dance floor. ■ He flailed away at the ball. [=he 
swung wildly at the ball] 

2 [+ obj ] : to strike or hit (something or someone) in a wild 
and uncontrolled way ■ The bird’s wings flailed the water. 

2 flail noun, pi flails [count] : a long-handled tool that was used 
in the past for beating wheat so that the grain would become 
separated from the wheat 
flair /'flea-/ noun [singular] 

1 : a natural ability to do something — usually + for ■ He has 
a flair for storytelling. ■ She has affair for the dramatic. [=she 
tends to behave or talk in a very dramatic way] 

2 : an unusual and appealing quality or style ■ a restaurant 
with a European flair 

flak also flack /'fteek/ noun [noncount] 

1 : exploding shells that are shot at enemy aircraft from 
guns on the ground 

2 informal : harsh criticism ■ He caught/drew heavy flak for 
his decision to oppose the new school. ■ He took a lot of flak 
from the other kids for his unusual appearance. 

1 flake /'fleik/ noun, pi flakes [count] 

1 : a small, thin piece of something ■ delicate flakes of snow ■ 
white flakes of dandruff ■ soap flakes — see also corn¬ 
flakes, SNOWFLAKE 

2 chiefly US, informal : a strange or unusual person : odd¬ 
ball ■ He’s a nice guy but he’s a bit of a flake. 

2 flake verb flakes; flaked; flak-ing [no obj] 

1 : to break apart into small, thin pieces ■ Bake the fish until 
it flakes easily when tested with a fork. 
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2 : to form loose, thin pieces that fall off ■ The old fence was 
falling apart, and its paint wa s/taking (off), 
flak jacket noun, pi ~ -ets [count] : a special jacket that is 
worn by soldiers, police officers, etc., for protection against 
flak or bullets — called also flak vest 
flaky /'fleiki/ am flak-i-er; -est 

1 : tending to form or break apart into thin pieces ■ pie with 
a crisp, flaky crust: consisting of flakes • flaky snow 

2 chiefly US, informal : unusual or strange ■ a flaky idea ■ 
He’s a nice guy but he’s a little flaky. 

— flak’bness noun [noncount] 

flam-be /flam'bei/ verb -bes; -beed; -be*ing [+ obj] : to 
pour an alcoholic liquid on (a food) and light it so that 
flames are produced ■ The crepes were flambied with bran¬ 
dy. 

— flam be am — used after a noun ■ trout flamb€ 
flam-boy-ant /flsem'bojant/ am [more most ~] : having 

a very noticeable quality that attracts a lot of attention ■ a 
flamboyant performer ■ the flamboyant gestures of the con¬ 
ductor ■ wearing flamboyant clothes ■ flamboyant colors 

— flam-boy-ance /flgem'bojans/ noun [noncount] ■ youth¬ 
ful flamboyance ■ the flamboyance of her clothes — flam- 
boy-ant-ly adv ■ flamboyantly dressed 

1 flame /'fleim/ noun, pi flames 

1 [count]: the hot, glowing gas that can be seen when a fire is 
burning ■ the flame of a candle ■ We built a fire and roasted 
marshmallows over the flames. • They tried to put out the 
fire, but the flames grew higher. 

2 : a state of burning brightly [count] The engine suddenly 
burst/exploded into flames. [=the engine suddenly began 
burning] ■ The entire building was in flames. [=was on fire; 
was burning] ■ The curtains caught on fire and the cabin 
went up in flames. [=was destroyed by fire] [noncount] The 
engine burst/exploded into flame. 

3 [count] : strongly felt emotion — usually plural ■ the 
flames of passion 

4 [count] informal: a person you have a romantic relation¬ 
ship with : sweetheart ■ She refuses to answer questions 
about her current flame. ■ He’s an old flame from her high- 
school days. • a former flame 

5 [count] : an angry or insulting e-mail message 
fan the flames see 2 fan 

2 flame verb flames; flamed; flam-ing 

1 [no obj] : to bum with a flame : to produce a flame ■ A fire 
flamed in the oven. — often + up ■ The overheated pan 
flamed up suddenly. 

2 [no obj] literary : to feel or express strong or angry emotion 
• He flamed with indignation. 

3 [no obj] literary : to shine brightly : glow ■ The sun flamed 
through the clouds. ■ color flaming in her cheeks 

4 {+ obj] : to send an angry or insulting e-mail message to 
(someone) ■ He got/was flamed for expressing a controver¬ 
sial political opinion on the Internet. 

flame out [phrasal verb] 1 of a jet engine : to stop working 
suddenly ■ The plane nearly crashed when one of its en¬ 
gines flamed out shortly after takeoff. 2 US, informal : to 
fail or end in a very sudden way • His career flamed out af¬ 
ter the failure of his last movie. — see also flameout 
fla-men-CO /fla'meijkoo/ noun [count, noncount] : a fast 
and lively Spanish dance; also : music that is played for this 
type of dance 

flame-OUt /'flem^aot/ noun, pi -outs [count] 

1 : a sudden stopping of a jet engine 

2 US, informal : a very sudden and complete failure ■ Fans 
were disappointed by the team's flameout in the play-offs. 

— see also flame out at 2 flame 

flame-proof /'fleim,pru:f/ adj : not easily damaged by 
flames : fireproof ■ flameproof clothing 
flame-throw-er /'flein^Orowa 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a weapon that shoots a stream of burning liquid 

2 baseball, informal : a pitcher who throws the ball very fast 
: a fastball pitcher 

flam-ing /’fieimir)/ adj 

1 : having a bright or glowing red or orange color ■ the flam¬ 
ing sunset sky ■ flaming red hair 

2 : burning with bright flames ■ a flaming torch 

3 : very intense or strongly felt ■ flaming passion 

4 informal — used to make an angry or critical statement 
more forceful ■ They’re a couple of flaming idiots. 

fla-min-go /fla'miijgoo/ noun, pi -gos also -goes [count] 
: a large tropical bird that has pink or red wings and a very 
long neck and legs — see color picture on page C9 
flam-ma-ble /'flsemabal/ adj [more —; most —]: capable of 


being set on fire and of burning quickly • a flammable liquid 
■ a highly flammable fabric 

— flam-ma-bil-i-ty /iflgema'bitoti/ noun [noncount] 
flan /'flsen/ noun, pi flans [count, noncount] 

1 chiefly US : a type of sweet dessert made of a smooth, thick 
custard covered with caramel 

2 : an open pie containing any of various fillings ■ a mush¬ 
room flan 

flange /'flsencfe/ noun, pi flang-es [count] : an edge that 
sticks out from something (such as a wheel) and is used for 
strength, for guiding, or for attachment to another object 

— flanged /'flsencfed/ adj ■ a flanged wheel 
1 flank /'flseqk/ noun, pi flanks [count] 

1 : the area on the side of an animal (such as a horse) be¬ 
tween the ribs and the hip ■ She gently patted the horse’s 
flank. — see picture at horse 

2 : the right or left side of a military formation ■ They at¬ 
tacked the enemy on both flanks. 

3 : the side of something • the eastern flank of a volcano 
2 flank verb flanks; flanked; flank-lng [+ obj] : to be located 

on both sides of (something or someone) ■ Guards flanked 
the entrance. — usually used as {be) flanked ■ The bed was 
flanked by two small tables. ■ a celebrity flanked by muscular 
bodyguards — see also outflank 
flank-er /'fl£ei]k noun, pi -ers [count] American football : a 
player on the offensive team whose position is toward the 
side and behind the line of scrimmage 
f lan-nel /'flgenj/ noun 

1 [noncount] : a soft cloth made of wool or cotton • shirts 
made of bright-colored flannel — often used before another 
noun ■ a flannel shirt ■ a flannel suit • flannel pajamas 

2 flannels [plural] : pants made of flannel ■ He wore a dark 
blazer and gray flannels. 

3 [count] Brit : washcloth 

4 [noncount] Brit, informal: foolish or meaningless words ■ 
Cut out all that flannel and tell us what really happened! 

flan-nel-ette Aflsena'lct/ noun [noncount] Brit: a light and 
soft cotton cloth 

1 flap /'flsep/ noun, pi flaps [count] 

1 : a flat piece of material that is attached to something on 
one side and that can be easily moved ■ She opened the tent 
flap and crawled outside. ■ the inside flap of a book’s cover ■ 
a loose flap of skin 

2 : the movement or sound of something that is moving up 
and down or back and forth ■ the soft flap [= flapping] of the 
flag in the breeze ■ the steady flap [-beat] of the bird’s wings 

3 informal a : a state or situation in which many people are 
excited or upset ■ He was widely criticized during the recent 
flap [-uproar] about his controversial new book, b chiefly 
Brit : a state in which someone is very upset ■ He got In a flap 
[=he became upset] over the delays in the schedule. 

4 : a movable part of an aiiplane wing that can be raised or 
lowered and that is used to increase lift 

2 flap verb flaps; flapped; flap-ping : to move (something) 
up and down or back and forth [+ obj] birds flapping their 
wings ■ The breeze flapped the sails, [no obj] The flag flapped 
in the breeze. ■ The bird’s wings were flapping. 
flap-doo-dle /'fl£ep|du:dl/ noun [noncount] chiefly US, in¬ 
formal : foolish words : nonsense ■ The speech was a lot of 
flapdoodle about the economy, 
flap-jack /'flsepgtfesek/ noun, pi -jacks [count] 

1 US : PANCAKE 

2 Brit : a thick, sweet cake made of oatmeal usually with 
molasses or honey 

f lap-per fflsep^/ noun, pi -pers [count] : a young woman in 
the 1920s who dressed and behaved in a way that was consid¬ 
ered very modem 

1 flare /'flea*/ verb flares; flared; flar-ing 

1 [no obj] : to shine or bum suddenly and briefly • A match 
flared (up) in the darkness. 

2 [no obj] : to become suddenly excited, angry, or active ■ 
Tempers flared l=people became angry] during the debate. 

— often + up ■ The fighting flared up again after a two-week 
lull. ■ She flared up [=became very angry] at her brother. • 
Her asthma has flared up again. [=her asthma has become 
suddenly active or worse again] 

3 : to open or spread outward [no obj] pants that flare at the 
bottom ■ the bull’s flaring nostrils — often + out ■ The skirt 
flares out at the knee. [+ obj] The bull flared its nostrils. 

2 flare noun, pi flares 

1 [count]: a light that shines brightly and briefly ■ the sudden 
flare of the match 
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2 [count] : a very bright light that is used to give a signal, to 
light up something, or to attract attention ■ When the crew 
saw flares, they knew the other ship was in trouble.; also : a 
device that produces such a light 

3 [count] : a sudden expression of anger : flare-up ■ a flare 
of temper 

4 [count] : a shape or part that spreads outward ■ the flare at 
the bottom of the vase 

5 flares [plural] : pants with legs that become wider at the 
bottom : bell-bottoms 

flare—up /'fleasAp/ noun, pi -ups [count] 

1 : a sudden occurrence of flame ■ The fire is smoldering and 
there is still a danger oi flare-ups. 

2 : a sudden occurrence or expression of anger ■ a flare-up of 
temper during the debate ■ a moody teenager prone to emo¬ 
tional flare-ups 

3 : an occurrence in which something (such as violence or a 
disease) suddenly begins or becomes worse ■ She had anoth¬ 
er flare-up of her asthma. ■ There has been a flare-up of vio¬ 
lence along the border. 

1 flash /'flaejy verb flash-es; flashed; flashing 

1 : to shine or give off bright light suddenly or in repeated 
bursts [no obj] Thunder rumbled and lightning flashed. ■ 
Cameras flashed as the celebrities passed. ■ A car was sitting 
on the side of the road with its lights flashing. [+ obj] She 
flashed her car’s headlights (at us) and honked her horn. 

2 a : to appear quickly or suddenly [no obj] A message 
flashed on the screen. [+ obj The screen jlashed a message 
in black letters, b [no obj] : to move or pass very quickly ■ A 
car jlashed by. ■ An idea flashed into/through his mind. [=he 
suddenly had an idea} 

3 [no obj] of the eyes : to show strong emotion ■ Her eyes 
jlashed with anger. 

4 [+ obj : to show (something) briefly ■ The mugger jlashed a 
knife and demanded their wallets. ■ The officer jlashed his 
badge. ■ She jlashed a shy smile. 

5 informal : to show your sexual organs to (someone) sud¬ 
denly and briefly in public [+ obj] A strange man flashed her 
on the subway, [no obj] He was arrested for flashing. — see 
also FLASHER 

2 flash noun, pi flashes 

1 [count] : a sudden bright light ■ A brilliant/blinding flash lit 
up the sky. ■ a flash of lightning = a lightning flash 

2 [count] : a sudden appearance or occurrence of something 
■ a flash of insight ■ a flash of color ■ a flash of wit ■ a flash of 
anger ■ The idea for the movie came to her in a flash of inspi¬ 
ration. — see also hot flash 

3 [noncount] usually disapproving : a fancy or exciting quali¬ 
ty or appearance that is meant to attract attention to some¬ 
thing that is usually not very good or interesting ■ They relied 
on gimmicks and flash to get people’s attention. ■ a show 
with a lot oi flash but little substance 

4 : a device that is used to produce a brief and very bright 
flash of light for taking photographs [count] a camera with a 
flash ■ Use the flash when you’re taking pictures indoors. 
[noncount] a picture taken using flash ■ flash photography 
[^photography that is done with a flash] — see picture at 
camera; compare flashbulb 

5 [count] : newsflash 

(as) quick as a flash informal : very quickly ■ The waitress 
brought our order as quick as a flash, 
flash In the pan : a person or thing that fails after being 
very popular or successful for a brief time ■ He was a flash 
in the pan whose second album didn’t sell very well. 
in a flash informal : very quickly or suddenly ■ I’ll be back 
in a flash. • The idea came to me in a flash. 

3 flash adj 

1 always used before a noun : beginning suddenly and lasting 
only a short time ■ a flash fire ■ a flash flood [=a sudden flood 
that is caused by heavy rain and that lasts a short time] 

2 always used before a noun, US, informal : very talented ■ a 
flash athlete 

3 [more most ~] Brit, informal + disapproving : flashy, 
showy ■ a flash car 

f lash*back /'flae/.baek/ noun, pi -backs 

1 : a part of a story or movie that describes or shows some¬ 
thing that happened in the past [count] The character’s 
childhood was described in a series of flashbacks, [non¬ 
count] events shown in flashback 

2 [count] : a strong memory of a past event that comes sud¬ 
denly into a person’s mind ■ He’s having flashbacks of/to his 
days in the war. 


flash-bulb / , flaeJ,bAlb/ noun, pi -bulbs [count ]: an electric 
bulb that produces a very bright flash of light for taking pho¬ 
tographs — compare 2 flash 5 
flash card noun, pi ~ cards [count ]: a card that has words, 
numbers, or pictures on it and that is used to help students 
learn about a subject 
flash-er /'flaejay noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a light that shines briefly and repeatedly : ■ emergency 
flashers ■ We noticed a car at the side of the road with its 
flashers on. 

2 informal: a man who shows his sexual organs in public 
flash-light /"flaejjait/ noun, pi 

-lights [count] US : a small electric 
light that can be carried in your hand 
and that runs on batteries — called 
also (Brit) torch 

flash point noun, pi ~ points 

[count] : a point, place, or situation in 
which sudden anger or violence could 
happen ■ The city became a flash point 
as political tensions grew. ■ The situa¬ 
tion reached a flash point when union 
leaders urged the workers to protest, 
flashy /■flaeji/ adj flash-i-er; -est 
usually disapproving : bright or fancy 
in a way that is meant to attract attention : gaudy ■ rich 
young men who drive flashy cars ■ flashy glamour ■ flashy 
colors/clothes ■ a flashy dresser ■ flashy ads 

- flash*My /■flae/ali/ adv ■ flashily dressed — flash-i-ness 
/'flaejinas/ noun [noncount] 

flask /'flaesk, Brit 'fla:sk/ noun, pi flasks [count] 

1 : a container that is shaped like a flattened bottle and that 
is used to carry alcohol ■ a flask of whiskey — called also hip 
flask 

2 : a glass bottle used in scientific laboratories 

3 Brit : thermos 

1 flat /'flaet/ adj flat-ter; flat-test 

1 : having a smooth, level, or even surface : not having 
curves or bumps ■ flat ground ■ the flat top of the table ■ the 
flat landscape of the prairie ■ aflat stomach ■ a flat wall 

2 : having a wide, smooth surface and little thickness ■ Coins 
are usually round and flat. ■ small, flat computer disks ■ aflat 
piece of wood 

3 of a shoe heel : very low and wide ■ flat heels; also, of a shoe 
: having a flat heel or no heel ■ wearing flat shoes 

4 : spread out on or along a surface ■ The soldiers were lying 
flat on the ground. ■ He was (lying) flat on his back. 

5 : very clear and definite : absolute ■ a flat refusal • His 
comments were a flat contradiction of his sister’s statement. 

In British English the expression and that’s flat! is used to 
stress that a statement or decision is definite and will not be 
changed. ■ I’m not going to do it and that’s jlat\ [-and that's 
that] 

6 a : not changing in amount ■ They charged aflat rate for 
their services. ■ aflat [-fixed) fee ■ Ticket sales have been/re- 
mained flat. [=have not increased or decreased] ■ flat profits ■ 
a flat tax [=a tax that is paid at the same rate by everyone] b 
: not having much business activity ■ The market is very flat 
for this time of year. 

7 : not having much interest or energy : dull ■ flat writing ■ 
a flat performance ■ He spoke in a flat, tired voice. 

& of a drink : no longer having bubbles ■ This beer is flat. - 
This beer has gone flat. ■ flat ginger ale ■ flat champagne 

9 of a tire : not having enough air ■ I got a flat tire from a nail 
in the street. ■ The tire was (slightly) flat. 

10 music a : lower than the true pitch ■ Her singing was 
slightly flat, b : lower than a specified note by a semitone ■ 
B flat [=a note that is a semitone lower than B] — compare 
'natural 8, 'sharp 13 

11 of lighting conditions : not producing strong shadows ■ a 
portrait taken in flat lighting 

12 : not shiny ■ flat paint 

13 Brit, of a battery : no longer producing electricity : dead 
■ The battery has gone flat. [=(C/S) the battery is dead; the 
battery has died] 

(as) flat as a pancake informal : very flat ■ The land there is 
as flat as a pancake. • The tire was flat as a pancake. 

— flat-iy adv ■ He flatty refuses to talk about it. ■ Lay the map 
flatly on the desk. ■ She has flatly denied the accusations. 
- flat-ness noun [noncount] 

2 flat noun, pi flats [count] 
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1 : a level area of land — usually plural ■ salt flats • tidal flats 

2 : a flat part or surface ■ the flat of your hand ■ thenar of a 
swoid 

3 a : a musical note that is one semitone lower than a speci¬ 
fied note ■ B flat b : a written symbol \> that is placed before 
a note to show that it should be played a semitone lower 

— compare 2 natural, 3 sharp 

4 US : a shallow box in which young plants are grown 

5 chiefly US : a shoe or slipper that has a flat heel or no heel 

— usually plural ■ She wore a casual dress and flats to the 
show. 

6 chiefly Brit : an apaitment typically on one floor ■ They 
moved out of their old flat. — compare apartment 

7 : a tire that does not have enough air ■ I drove over a nail 
and got a flat. ■ fix a flat 

3 flat adv 

1 a : on or against a flat surface ■ Lay the map flat on the 
desk, b : in the position of someone or something that is ly¬ 
ing spread out on the ground or another surface ■ He slipped 
and landed/fell flat on his back/face. 

2 : exactly or precisely — used to describe something that 
happens quickly ■ He got there in two minutes flat. ■ in 10 
seconds flat ■ She finished her homework in nothing flat [=in 
no time at all; very quickly] 

3 informal : completely or absolutely ■ We asked for more 
time but they turned us down flat. ■ (JUS) If you ask me, what 
they’re doing is flat wrong. ■ I’m flat broke. [=1 have no mon¬ 
ey] — see also flat out 

4 : below the correct musical pitch • He sang slightly flat. 

— compare 2 sharp 2 
fall flat see *fall 

1 flat-bed /'fl£et,bed/ adj, always used before a noun : having a 
flat surface on which work is placed ■ a flatbed scanner ■ a 
flatbed printing press 

2 flatbed noun, pi -beds [count] chiefly US : a truck or trailer 
that has a body which is shaped like a platform or shallow 
box 

flat-car /'flsetika^/ noun, pi -cars [count] chiefly US : a rail¬ 
road car without sides or a roof that is used for carrying 
goods 

flat-fish / l flaet 1 fiJV noun, pi -fish [count] : a fish (such as a 
halibut, flounder, or sole) that has a flat body and swims on 
its side with both eyes on the upper side 
flat foot noun [count] 

1 pi ~ feet: a foot that is flat on the bottom so the entire 
sole rests upon the ground — usually plural ■ He has flat feet. 

2 usually flat-foot /'flaet.fut/ pi -foots US slang, old- 
fashioned m . POLICE OFFICER 

flat-foot-ed /'flaet.futad/ adj 

1 a : having flat feet ■ aflat-footed man b : walking or mov¬ 
ing in a slow and awkward way ■ a clumsy, flat-footed new re¬ 
cruit 

2 chiefly US, informal : not ready or prepared — usually 
used in the phrase catch flat-footed ■ The surprise announce¬ 
ment of his candidacy caught his opponents flat-footed. [=his 
opponents were not prepared for his announcement] 

flat-mate / l fl£et,meit/ noun, pi -mates [count] chiefly Brit : a 
person who shares a flat (sense 6) with someone : room¬ 
mate 

flat out adv, informal 

1 chiefly US : in a very clear and direct way ■ I told him flat 
out that I have no intention of marrying him. ■ We asked for 
more time but they refused us flat out. 

2 : at the fastest possible speed • The car does 180 mph flat 
out. ■ We’ve been working//^/ out. [=as hard as possible] ■ He 
was runningy/af out. [=as fast as possible] 

3 usually flat-out US, informal — used to make a statement 
more forceful ■ This class is just flat-out confusing. ■ The 
movie was flat-out lousy. ■ She flat-out [completely] missed 
the target. 

flat—OUt /'flset^ut/ adj, always used before a noun, informal 

1 chiefly US : absolute and complete ■ It was a flat-out lie. ■ a 
flat-out refusal 

2 : greatest possible : maximum • a flat-out effort 

flat—pan-el /'flaefpaenl/ adj, always used before a noun 
: flat-screen • a computer with a flat-panel display ■ a flat- 
panel monitor ■ flat-panel TVs 

flat—Screen / , flaet,skri:n/ adj, always used before a noun — 
used to describe a television, computer monitor, etc., that 
has a thin and flat screen ■ We bought a new flat-screen TV. 
flat-ten /'flaetn/ verb -tens; -tened; -tending 
1 a [+ obj] : to make (something) flat or flatter ■ He opened 


the map and flattened it (out) against the tabletop. ■ He flat¬ 
tened himself against the wall. [=he pressed himself against 
the wall so that he was as close to it as possible] b [no obj] 
: to become flat or flatter ■ The dough flattened smoothly/ 
easily. ■ The [and flattens (out) as you approach the coast 

2 [+ obj] a : to knock down (something or someone) ■ Doz¬ 
ens of houses were flattened by the tornado. ■ The boxer was 
flattened in the seventh round, b informal : to defeat (a 
competitor) easily or completely ■ The team got flattened in 
the first round of the play-offs. 

3 [no obj] : to go to and stay at a lower level ■ Prices are ex¬ 
pected to flatten after the holiday shopping season. — often 
+ out ■ Student performance flattened out after the second 
month of the school year. 

flat-ter /'flsetay verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to praise (someone) in a way that is not sincere ■ He flat¬ 
tered her with comments about her youthful appearance. ■ 
His comments flattered her. ■ You’re just flattering me. 

2 : to cause (someone) to feel pleased by showing respect, af¬ 
fection, or admiration ■ It flattered her to be asked to sing at 
their wedding. — usually used as (be) flattered ■ She was flat¬ 
tered when they asked her to sing. ■ I’m flattered that he 
asked me out, but he isn’t my type. 

3 a : to show or describe (someone or something) in a way 
that is very favorable or too favorable ■ That portrait flatters 
him. [=that portrait makes him look better than he really 
does] b : to cause (someone or something) to look as at¬ 
tractive as possible ■ That dress really flatters your figure. 
flatter yourself : to believe something about yourself that 

makes you feel pleased or proud ■ Don’t flatter yourself— 
you don't sing any better than we do. ■ I flatter myself on 
my skill in dancing. = \ flatter myself that I’m a good danc¬ 
er. 

— f lat-ter-er /'flaeter^/ noun, pi -ers [count] ■ an insincere 
flatterer — flattering adj [more —; most ~] ■ She wasn’t 
fooled by his flattering comments. • a very flattering por¬ 
trait • a flattering dress — 1 lat-ter-ing-ly /Mlaetarcqli/ adv ■ 
a flatteringly favorable portrait 

flat-tery /'flaetari/ noun [noncount] : praise that is not sin¬ 
cere ■ He tried to win his teacher’s favor with flattery. ■ Flat¬ 
tery will get you nowhere. [=you will not succeed by flatter¬ 
ing me] 

flat-top / l flaet,ta:p/ noun, pi -tops [count] 

1 US : aircraft carrier 

2 : a haircut in which the hair is very short on the sides and 
flat and evenly cut on top 

flat-U-lence /'flaetfalsns, Brit 'flaetjalans/ noun [noncount] 
: the presence of too much gas or air in the stomach or intes¬ 
tines ■ symptoms include nausea , flatulence, and cramps 

— flat-u-lent /'flaetfalant, Brit 'flaetjalant/ adj [more most 
~] 

flat-ware /'flaetjwes/ noun [noncount] US : forks, spoons, 
and knives used for serving and eating food : silverware 
flaunt /'flarnt/ verb flaunts; flaunt-ed; flaunt-fng [+ obj] 

1 : to show (something) in a very open way so that other 
people will notice ■ She liked \o flaunt her wealth by wearing 
furs and jewelry. ■ Their motto seems to be, “/f you’ve got it, 
flaunt it" [=you should not be afraid to show your good fea¬ 
tures and talents] 

2 : to show a lack of respect for (something, such as a rule) 
: flout ■ They openly flaunted the rules. 

usage The use of flaunt to mean “flout” is common, but it 
is considered by many people to be incorrect. 

flau-tist /'flaitist/ noun, pi -tists [count] : a person who 
plays a flute : flutist 

1 fla-VOr (US) or Brit fla-vour /'fleiv^/ noun, pi -vors 

1 a : the quality of something that you can taste [count] 
This dish has an unusual flavor. ■ the hot, spicy flavors of 
Mexican food [noncount] a dish with unusual flavor b 
[count] : a particular type of taste ■ They sell 20 different fla¬ 
vors of ice cream. ■ Grape is my favorite bubble gum flavor. 
C [noncount] : a good or appealing taste ■ The dish lacks fla¬ 
vor. ■ The stew is full of flavor. 

2 chiefly US : a substance that is added to food or drink to 
give it a desired taste : flavoring [count] artificial flavors 
[noncount] She added vanilla flavor to the custard. 

3 a [count] : a particular quality that something has ■ I like 
the Italian flavor of the neighborhood. • The film has an 
avant-garde flavor, b [noncount] : an appealing quality ■ 
Her performance adds flavor to the show. 

4 [count] informal : a type or version of something ■ different 
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flavors of software ^ The flavor of the month is someone or 
something that is popular and gets a lot of attention for a 
brief time. ■ Education reform seems to have become the fla¬ 
vor of the month among politicians. 

— fla-vor-ful (US) or Brit fla-vour-ful /'fleiva'fal/ adj [more 

most ~] ■ food that is flavorful as well as nutritious m fla¬ 
vorful recipes - fla-vor-less (US) or Brit fla-vour-less 
/'fleivates/ adj • flavorless food — f la-vor-some (US) or 
Brit fla-vour-some /'fleivasam/ adj [more most ~] ■ 
flavorsome [-flavorful] recipes 

2 flavor (US) or Brit flavour verb -vors; -vored; -vor-ing [+ 

obj] : to give or add flavor to (something) ■ We flavored the 
cookies with cinnamon. • I flavored the salad with herbs. 

— flavored (US) or Brit flavoured adj • flavored coffee ■ 
cherry -flavored candies 

fla-vor-ing (US) or Brit fla-vour-ing /'fleivani]/ noun, pi 
-Ings : a substance that is added to a food or drink to give it 
a desired taste [count] We used ginger and other natural fla¬ 
vorings. 9 add more flavorings [noncount] add more flavoring 
flaw /'fla:/ noun, pi flaws [count] 

1 : a small physical problem (such as a crack) that makes 
something less valuable : defect ■ There was a flaw in the 
vase. ■ He inspected the fabric for flaws. 

2 : a small fault or weakness ■ Several critics pointed out the 
flaws in the book’s plot. ■ Vanity was the one flaw in his char¬ 
acter. ■ There are a few flaws in your argument. 

— flaw-less /’flcr.las/ adj ■ an attractive woman with flawless 
skin ■ a flawless [-perfect] performance — f law-less-ly adv 
• She performed flawlessly. — f law-less-ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

flawed /'fla:d/ adj [more most ~] : having a mistake, 
fault, or weakness ■ a flawed but decent man ■ fatally/badly 
flawed reasoning ■ a flawed but powerful performance 
flax /'flaeks/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a plant that has blue flowers and that is grown for its fi¬ 
ber and its seed ^ The fiber of flax is used to make linen and 
the seed is used to make linseed oil. 

2 : the fiber of the flax plant 

f lax-en /'flaeksan/ adj, literary : having a pale yellow color ■ 
flaxen hair 

flay /'flei/ verb flays; flayed; flay-ing [+ obj] : to beat or 
whip (someone or something) in a very violent and severe 
way — usually used figuratively ■ He was flayed [=severely 
criticized] by the media for his thoughtless comments, 
flea /'fli:/ noun, pi fleas [count] : a very small insect that lives 
on animals and that has strong legs used for jumping ■ The 
dog has fleas. • a flea bite 
fit as a flea see "fit 

flea-bag /'fli:,b 2 eg/ noun, pi -bags [count] US, informal : a 
cheap and dirty hotel — usually used before another noun ■ 
a fleabag hotel 

flea collar noun, pi ~ -lars [count] : a collar for dogs and 
cats that contains a substance which kills fleas 
flea market noun, pi ~ -kets [count] : a usually outdoor 
market in which old and used goods are sold 
1 fleck /'flek/ noun, pi flecks [count] : a small spot or mark ■ a 
brown cloth with flecks of yellow ■ The police found flecks of 
blood on his clothes. 

2 fleck verb flecks; flecked; flecking [+ obj] : to put small 
spots or marks of something on different parts of (a surface) 
■ She flecked the canvas with blue paint. — usually used as 
(be) flecked • a brown beard flecked with gray [=a brown 
beard that has many small areas or spots of gray] ■ snow 
flecked with mud = mud-flecked snow 
fled past tense and past participle of flee 
fledge /'flccfe/ verb fledg-es; fledged; fledg-ing [no obj] 
of a bird : to develop the feathers necessary for flying ■ The 
young birds haven't yet fledged. 
fledg-ling /'flccfciir)/ noun, pi -lings [count] 

1 : a young bird that has just become able to fly • a female 
bird feeding her fledglings • a fledgling robin 

2 : someone or something that is getting started in a new ac¬ 
tivity — usually used before another noun ■ a fledgling com¬ 
pany with only four employees ■ a fledgling novelist 

flee /'fli:/ verb flees; fled /'fled/; flee-ing 

1 [no obj] : to run away from danger ■ They fled for their 
lives. [=they fled to save their lives} ■ The family fled from 
Nazi Germany to Britain in 1936. 

2 [+ obj ]: to run away from (a place) ■ He was accused of try¬ 
ing to flee the scene of the accident. ■ Many people fled the 


city to escape the fighting. ■ He was forced to flee the coun- 

fry. 

fleece /'fli:s/ noun, pi fleec-es 

1 [count] : the woolly coat of a sheep 

2 a [noncount] : a soft cloth that is used to make warm 
clothes ■ warm fleece jackets b [count] chiefly Brit : a jacket 
made from this cloth 

— fleecy /'fliisi/ adj fleec-i-er; -est •fleecy white clouds ■ 
soft, fleecy fabric 

2 fleece verb fleeces; fleeced; fleec-ing [+ obj] informal 
: to deceive and take money from (someone) : cheat ■ 
Don’t let that salesman fleece you. • an unsuspecting tourist 
fleeced by a scam artist 
1 fleet /'flirt/ noun, pi fleets [count] 

1 a : a group of military ships that are controlled by one 
leader ■ He was the commander of the Pacific J7 eet. b : all 
of a country’s military ships ■ the British fleet 

2 : a group of ships or vehicles that move or work together 
or that are controlled or owned by one company ■ a fishing 
fleet • The company has a large fleet of delivery trucks. ■ a 
fleet of taxis 

2 f leet adj f leet-er; -est literacy : very fast ■ a fleet runner ■ She 
is very fleet of foot [=she is able to run very fast} 

— fleet-ly adv • running fleetly — fleet-ness noun [non- 
count] • fleetness of foot 

fleet—foot-ed /'fli:t,fut3d/ adj [more most ~] : able to 
run fast ■ a fleet-footed runner 

fleet-ing /'fli:tii)/ adj [more most ~]: not lasting : lasting 
for only a short time ■ autumn's fleeting beauty ■ I caught a 
fleeting glimpse of the comet. • Her fame was fleeting. 

Fleet Street /'fli.t-/ noun [singular] — used as a name for 
London newspapers and journalists • Fleet Street is speculat¬ 
ing about his political future following the scandal. The 
term Fleet Street comes from the name of a street in London 
where many newspapers were once located. 

Flemish /'flemij/ noun [noncount] : the Germanic lan¬ 
guage that is spoken by people in northern Belgium and that 
is now officially called Dutch 

— Flemish adj 

1 flesh /'fie// noun [noncount] 

1 : the soft parts of the body of an animal or person ■ the 
flabby white flesh of his belly 

2 : the skin of a person ■ a disease that causes sores on the 
flesh ■ sun-tanned flesh • flesh-colored [=having the color of a 
white person’s skin] ■ The memory of all that blood was 
enough to make my flesh crawl/creep. [=to make me feel dis¬ 
gusted, afraid, etc.} 

3 : parts of an animal used as food : meat ■ cooked rabbit 
flesh • flesh-eating, mammals 

4 : the soft part of a fruit that is eaten ■ the soft, sweet flesh 
of a peach 

5 : the physical nature of a person rather than the mind or 
spirit ■ pleasures of the flesh [=physical pleasures, such as 
eating, drinking, and having sex] ■ sins of the flesh • “The 
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” —Matthew 
26:41 (KJV) — see also the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak 
at "SPIRIT 

a thorn in the/your flesh see thorn 

flesh and blood 1 : a human being — often used when 
talking about human weakness ■ There’s a limit to what I 
can do—I’m only flesh and blood. • It was more than flesh 
and blood can bear. 2 : someone who is closely related to 
you : a person in your family — usually used in the phrase 
your own flesh and blood • How could you do something 
so cruel to your own flesh and blood! 
go the way of all flesh literary : to die 
in the flesh -<*■ If you see someone in the flesh, you see that 
person directly rather than in a picture, on television, etc. ■ 
I saw him in the flesh just three days ago. ■ She was excited 
to see the President in the flesh, 
pound of flesh see "pound 
press the flesh see 2 press 
2 flesh verb flesh-es; fleshed; flesh-ing 

flesh out [phrasal verb] flesh (something) out or flesh out 
(something) : to provide more information about (some¬ 
thing) : to make (something) more complete by adding de¬ 
tails ■ You need to flesh out your plan with more details. ■ 
She fleshes out the characters in her novels very well, 
flesh-pot /'fie/,part/ noun, pi -pots [count] informal + hu¬ 
morous : a place where people are entertained in ways that 
relate to physical pleasures (such as drinking and sex) — 
usually plural ■ visiting th efleshpots of the city 
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flesh wound noun, pi ~ wounds [count] : a wound that 
injures the skin and flesh but does not go deep into the body 
fleshy /'fleji/ adj flesh-i-er; -est 

1 : having a large amount of flesh ■ a large, fleshy nose ■ the 
fleshy part of the thigh ■ a. fleshy face ■ fleshy arms 

2 : soft and thick ■ the fleshy texture of the melon • fleshy 
fruit ■ a plant with fleshy leaves 

— fleshiness noun [noncount] 
flew past tense of 1 FLY 

1 flex /'fleks/ verb flex-es; flexed; flex-ing 

1 [+ obj] a : to bend (a body part) ■ flexing a leg m flex your 
fingers b : to move or tighten (a muscle) ■ He flexed the 
muscles of his right arm. 

2 [no obj] : bend ■ a material that flexes easily 

flex your muscles : to show your strength or power - The 
election will give us a chance to flex our political muscles. 
2 flex noun, pi flexes [count] Brit : 'cord 2 ■ buy a new flex 
for the toaster 

flexible /'fleksabal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : capable of bending or being bent ■ flexible branches 
swaying in the breeze ■ a material that is both strong and 
flexible ■ She’s been doing exercises to become stronger and 
move flexible. 

2 a : easily changed ■ Our schedule for the weekend is very 
flexible. : able to change or to do different things ■ This com¬ 
puter program has to be flexible to meet all our needs, b 
: willing to change or to try different things ■ Whatever you 
want to do is fine with me. I’m flexible. — opposite inflex¬ 
ible 

— flexibility Afleksa'bibti/ noun [noncount] ■ She’s been 
exercising to improve her flexibility. ■ He shows remark¬ 
able flexibility as an actor. [=he can play a wide range of 
roles] — flexibly /'fleksabli/ adv 

flex-time (US) /'fleks.taim/ or chiefly Brit flexi-time 
/'fleksi,taim/ noun [noncount] : a system in which employees 
are required to work a certain number of hours but are al¬ 
lowed to choose their own times for starting and finishing 
work 

^lick /'flik/ noun, pi flicks [count] : a short, quick movement 
■ with a flick of his thumb ■ a flick of the wrist ■ She turned on 
the light with a flick [=flip] of a switch. — compare 3 FLICK 
2 flick verb flicks; flicked; flick-ing 

1 a : to move (something) with a short, quick movement [+ 
obj] flick a switch ■ Thesnake./7/cA^ its tongue in and out. • a 
cow flicking its tail back and forth ■ She flicked her hair back 
over her shoulder, [no obj] The snake’s tongue flicked in and 
out. b [+ obj] : to cause (something) to fly through the air 
by making a quick movement with your hand, finger, or 
thumb ■ She flicked an ash into the ashtray. ■ He flicked his 
cigarette butt out the window. 

2 [+ obj] : to turn (something) on or off with a switch ■ flick 
on the TV ■ flick off the lights 

3 [+ obj] : to hit (someone or something) with a short quick 
movement • The boys were flicking each other with towels. 

3 flick noun, pi flicks [count] informal : movie ■ the new ac¬ 
tion flick ■ a skin flick [=a movie featuring nude people] • 
(Brit) go to the flicks [=go to a movie theater; (US) go to the 
movies] — compare 1 flick 
1 flick-er /'fhkay verb -ers; -ered; -er-ing [no obj] 

1 : to bum or glow in an unsteady way ; to produce an un¬ 
steady light ■ A TV was flickering in the background. ■ The 
overhead light kept flickering off and on. ■ a flickering can¬ 
dle/flame 

2 : to appear or pass briefly or quickly ■ Thoughts flickered 
through his mind. ■ A smile flickered across her face. 

2 flicker noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a quick and unsteady movement of light ■ the flicker of 
candlelight 

2 : a sudden quick movement ■ the flicker of an eyelash 

3 : a very small amount of something : a slight hint or sug¬ 
gestion of something (such as an emotion or quality) ■ a flick¬ 
er of interest ■ His writing doesn’t show the faintest flicker of 
imagination or originality. ■ There was a faint flicker of a 
smile on her face. ■ a flicker of recognition/hope 

flick-knife /'flik,naif/ noun, pi -knives [count] Brit 

l SWITCHBLADE 

fli-er or fly-er /'flaja*/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person or animal that flies ■ These birds are graceful fli¬ 
ers. ■ Charles Lindbergh was the first flier [=pilot] to fly solo 
across the Atlantic. ■ a fearful/nervous flier [=airplane pas¬ 
senger] ■ a frequent flier [=a person who flies often on a par¬ 
ticular airline] The usual spelling of this sense in U.S. En¬ 


glish is flier. The usual British spelling is flyer. 

2 usually flyer : a piece of paper that has something printed 
on it (such as an advertisement or an announcement) and 
that is given to many people ■ They distributed flyers an¬ 
nouncing the concert throughout the city. 
take a flier US, informal : to do something that could have 
either good or bad results : to do something risky ■ He took 
a flier in politics soon after getting his degree. — often + on 
■ Investors have been unwilling to take a flier on I=to invest 
money in] such a small and unproven company. 
flight /'flait/ noun, pi flights 

1 [noncount] a : the act of flying : the act of moving 
through the air by the use of wings ■ the flight of a bee ■ a 
bird in flight [=a bird that is flying] b : the act of moving 
through the air or through outer space ■ the flight of a bullet/ 
baseball ■ the flight of a rocket to the moon 

2 [count, noncount] : the act of running away in order to es¬ 
cape from danger ■ the flight of refugees 

3 [count] a : a journey on an airplane ■ an overnight flight ■ 
a transatlantic flight ■ a direct/nonstop flight b : the air¬ 
plane that is making a journey ■ Our flight leaves at noon. • 
They boarded Flight 101. 

4 [count] : a group of similar birds, airplanes, etc., that are 
flying through the air together ■ a flight of geese 

5 [count] : a series of stairs going from one level or floor to 
another ■ Her apartment is five flights up. ■ He fell down a 
flight of stairs. 

flight of fancy also flight of imagination/fantasy ; an idea, 
story, etc., that shows great imagination but is very unlike¬ 
ly to be true or practical ■ The book is filled with flights of 
fancy about the future of the computer industry. 
put (someone) to flight formal + old-fashioned : to cause 
(someone) to leave or run away ■ The rebels were put to 
flight by the advancing army. 

take flight 1 : to leave or run away from danger ■ Fearing 
arrest, they took flight and hid in the mountains. 2 US : to 
begin flying ■ The bird took flight [-took wing ] when we 
tried to approach it. 3 US : to begin a period of rapid ac¬ 
tivity, development, or growth ■ The idea really took flight 
[-took off] and soon it seemed everyone was copying it. 
flight attendant noun, pi ~~ -dants [count] : a person 
whose job is to help passengers who are traveling in an air¬ 
plane — compare steward, stewardess 
flight deck noun, pi decks [count] 

1 : the top deck of an aircraft carrier 

2 : the area where the pilots sit in a large airplane ■ The cap¬ 
tain spoke to the passengers from the flight deck. [=cockpit] 

flight-less /'flaittas/ adj : unable to fly ■ flightless birds 
flight lieutenant noun, pi ~ -nants [count] : an officer in 
the British Air Force 

flight path noun, pi ~ paths [count] : the route that an air¬ 
plane, spaceship, etc., travels along through the air or space ■ 
No other planes were on their flight path. ■ a missile’s flight 
path 

flight plan noun, pi ~~ plans [count] : a written statement 
that tells when and where an aircraft will fly ■ The pilot filed 
a flight plan before taking off. 

flight recorder noun, pi «— -ers [count] : a device on an 
aircraft that records information (such as airspeed and alti¬ 
tude) about a flight -y" If an aircraft crashes, its flight record¬ 
er can be used to help find out what caused it to crash. — 
called also flight data recorder 
flighty /'flaiti/ adj flight-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : not serious or dependable : likely to forget things or to 
change opinions, plans, etc., without reason ■ an actress who 
specializes in playing s\Wy, flighty women 

2 : easily excited or frightened ■ flighty [^skittish] racehorses ■ 
flighty investors 

— fllght-i-ness /'flaitinas/ noun [noncount] 

1 flim-flam / , flim 1 fl£em/ noun [noncount] informal 

1 : dishonest behavior meant to take money or property 
from someone — usually used before another noun ■ He lost 
all his money to a flimflam artist/man. [=a criminal who steals 
money from people by tricking them; a con man] 

2 : foolish or deceptive words : nonsense ■ The report is 
just a lot of corporate flimflam. 

2 flimflam verb -flams; -flammed; -flamming [+ obj] infor¬ 
mal : to trick (someone) in order to steal money ■ Investors 
now realize that they have been flimflammed. [-conned] 
flim-sy /'flimzi/ adj flim-si-er; -est [also more — ; most ~] 

1 : easily broken, tom, etc. : not strong or solid ■ a flimsy 
building ■ flimsy construction ■ a flimsy piece of material 
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2 : not likely to be true or to be believed ■ a flimsy [-weak] 
excuse ■ They have only the flimsiest of evidence against him. 
■ a movie with a flimsy plot 

— flim-sMy /'fhinzali/ adv [more most ~] ■ flimsity 
[-weakly] constructed — flim»si*ness /'flnnzinas/ noun 
[noncount] 

flinch /'flint i/verb flinch-es; flinched; flinching [no obj] 

1 : to move suddenly because you are afraid of being hit or 
hurt ■ He flinched when I tapped him on the shoulder. 

2 : to show fear : to hesitate from doing something unpleas¬ 
ant or dangerous ■ She met danger without flinching. • The 
bill was much higher than expected, but he paid it without 
flinching. — often + at or from ■ He didn't flinch at paying the 
bill. ■ She never flinched from danger. 

— flinch noun [singular] ■ She met danger without a flinch. 
"'fling /'flnj/ verb flings; flung /'flArj/; fling.ing [+ obj] 

1 : to throw or push (something) in a sudden and forceful 
way 1 He flung his shoe across the room. ■ She flung the door 
open and stormed into the room. ■ fling open a window ■ 
They flung their hats into the air. — often used figuratively ■ 
They were flinging abuse at each other. [=they were angrily 
shouting insults at each other] ■ They flung him into prison. 
[=put him in prison] ■ The crowd was flung into confusion. 
[=the crowd suddenly became very confused] 

2 : to forcefully move (yourself or a part of your body) in a 
specified way ■ She flung herself into his arms. ■ He flung his 
arms around her. ■ I flung back my head and laughed. ■ He 
leaned back and flung his leg over the arm of the chair. ■ She 
flung herself onto the couch. 

fling caution to the wind see ‘caution 
fling yourself into : to begin doing or working on (some¬ 
thing) with great energy and enthusiasm ■ He flung himself 
into (composing/performing) his music. 

2 fling noun, pi flings [count] 

1 : a brief sexual relationship ■ She had a fling with her boss. 

2 : a short period of time spent doing enjoyable and exciting 
things ■ They had time for one last fling before going back to 
school. 

give (something) a fling or have a fling at (something) 
: to try something without being very serious about it or 
without worrying about whether or not you will succeed ■ 
He had always thought about starting his own business, 
and he decided to give it a fling. ■ He had a brief fling at 
starting his own business, 
flint /'flint/ noun.pl flints 

1 a [noncount] : a hard type of rock that produces a small 
piece of burning material (called a spark) when it is hit by 
steel b [count] : a piece of flint 

2 [count] : a piece of metal used for producing a spark ■ the 
flint in a cigarette lighter 

flinty /'flinti/ adj flint-i-er; -est : not soft or gentle in man¬ 
ner or appearance : having a very serious quality or manner 
• a flinty and determined hero ■ flinty determination • flinty 
eyes ■ a flinty-eyed bureaucrat 

— flint-i-ness noun [noncount] 

""flip /'flip/ verb flips; flipped; flipping 

1 [+ obj : to turn (something) over by throwing it up in the 
air with a quick movement ■ flip a coin 

2 : to cause (something) to turn or turn over quickly [+ obj \ 
She was sitting in the waiting room, flipping the pages of a 
magazine. ■ He flipped his car (over) on the interstate. ■ They 
flipped the turtle (over) onto its back. ■ flip a pancake ■ (infor¬ 
mal) He got a job flipping burgers. [=working as a cook in a 
fast-food restaurant] [no obj His car flipped over on the in¬ 
terstate. ■ She was sitting in the waiting room, flipping [leaf¬ 
ing] through magazines. 

3 [+ obj a : to move (something) with a quick light move¬ 
ment : flick ■ flip a switch b : to turn (something) on or 
off with a switch ■ flip on the radio/TV 

4 [+ obj : to throw (something) with a quick movement ■ 
Flip me the ball. = Flip the ball to me. 

5 [no obj informal : to become very excited or angry ■ You’ll 
flip when you hear this! ■ Take the trash out before your fa- 
ther flips. — see also flip out (below) 

6 : to change or move through (channels, stations, etc.) 
quickly [+ obj He flipped the channel back to the golf tour¬ 
nament. ■ I spent the afternoon flipping channels, [no obj 
He kept flipping [=switching] to another channel. 

flip open [phrasal verb] flip open or flip open (something) or 
flip (something) open : to open or to cause (something) to 
open with a quick movement ■ Her notebook flipped open. 
■ She flipped open her notebook. 


flip out [phrasal verb] informal : to become crazy or very ex¬ 
cited or angry ■ I flipped out when I saw how they had 
changed my work. ■ She’s going to flip out when she sees 
the great present I got her. — see also ‘FLIP 5 (above) 
flip someone off or flip someone the bird US slang : to 
make an offensive gesture at someone by pointing the mid¬ 
dle finger upward while keeping the other fingers folded 
down ■ angry drivers flipping each other the bird [=giving 
each other the bird/finger] 

flip your lid also chiefly US flip your wig informal : to be¬ 
come crazy or very angry ■ His mother flipped her lid when 
she saw what a mess he’d made. 

2 flip noun, pi flips [count] 

1 : the act of flipping something : a quick turn, toss, or 
movement ■ the flip of a coin ■ She turned on the lights with 
the flip of a switch. 

2 : an athletic movement in which someone jumps in the air 
and rolls forward or backward : a somersault in the air ■ a 
back flip 

3 flip adj flip*per; flip*pest [or more most ~] informal : not 

serious : flippant ■ a flip answer/attitude 
flip chart noun, pi ~ charts [count] : a chart that consists 
of a series of large pieces of paper which are attached at the 
top and which are used to present information to an audi¬ 
ence by turning over one piece of paper at a time 
lip — flop /'flip,fla:p/ noun, pi -flops [count] 

1 : a type of loose rubber sandal ■ She wore flip-flops to the 
beach. — see picture at SHOE 

2 chiefly US, informal : a sudden change of opinion ■ a politi¬ 
cian accused of doing flip-flops on important social issues 

2 flip—flop verb -flops; -flopped; -flop-ping [no obj chiefly 
US, informal : to suddenly or frequently change your opin¬ 
ion ■ a politician accused of flip-flopping on social issues 
flip*pant /'flipant/ adj [more most ~]: lacking proper re¬ 
spect or seriousness ■ He made/gave a flippant response to a 
serious question. 

— flip*pan*cy /'flipansi/ noun [noncount] ■ Many people 
were offended by the flippancy of his responses. - flip¬ 
pantly adv • He responded flippantly. 

flip*per /'flipa*/ noun, pi -pers [count] 

1 : one of two flat body parts that stick out from the side of 
a seal, whale, etc., and are used by the animal for swimming 

2 : a flat rubber shoe that has a very wide front and that is 
used for swimming — see picture at scuba diving 

flip Side noun, pi ~ sides [count] 

1 : the side of a record that has a song which is not as popu¬ 
lar and well known as the one on the other side ■ That song 
was on the flip side of their first single. 

2 : the bad or unpleasant part or result of something ■ Loss 
of privacy is the flip side of fame. 

the flip side of the coin see ‘coin 
1 flirt /'flat/ verb flirts; flirt*ed; flirt-ing [no obj 

1 : to behave in a way that shows a sexual attraction for 
someone but is not meant to be taken seriously ■ He likes to 
flirt. ■ They were flirting all night. — usually + with ■ He flirts 
with every attractive woman he meets. ■ He was flirting with 
her. ■ They were flirting with each other. 

2 : to think about something or become involved in some¬ 
thing in a way that is usually not very serious — + with • 
She’s been flirting [=toying] with the idea of going back to 
school. ■ He flirted with communism when he was young. 

3 : to come close to reaching or experiencing something — 
+ with ■ The temperature flirted with [=approached] 100 yes¬ 
terday. ■ They were flirting with [=risking] death/disaster. ■ 
The company has been flirting with bankruptcy. [=the com¬ 
pany has been close to going bankrupt] 

— flir*ta*tion Afla^'teijsn/ noun, pi -tions [count] ■ They had 
a brief flirtation. — often + with ■ He had a casual flirtation 
with her. ■ his youthful flirtation with communism 

2 flirt noun, pi flirts [count] : a person who enjoys flirting with 
other people : a flirtatious person ■ He admits that he’s a ter¬ 
rible flirt. [=that he flirts a lot] 

flir*ta*tiOUS /ifla'teijas/ adj [more most ~] : feeling or 
showing a sexual attraction for someone that is usually not 
meant to be taken seriously ■ feeling flirtatious ■ a flirtatious 
smile ■ a flirtatious mood 

— flir-ta-tious-ly adv ■ smiling flirtatiously — flir*ta*tious- 
ness noun [noncount] ■ the flirtatiousness of her smile 

"'flit /'flit/ verb flits; flit-ted; flit-ting [no obj : to move or fly 
quickly from one place or thing to another ■ butterflies flit¬ 
ting around the garden ■ The hummingbird flitted from flow¬ 
er to flower. ■ She was always flitting around the kitchen. ■ 
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writers who flit [ =bounce ] from topic to topic 
2 flit noun — do a moonlight flit see Moonlight 
1 float /'flout/ verb floats; float-ed; floating 

1 [no obj] a : to rest on top of a liquid ■ She was floating on 
her back. ■ ice floating in the river ■ Will this material sink or 
float ? b : to be carried along by moving water or air ■ The 
raft floated downstream. ■ dust floating through the air 

2 [+ obj\ a : to cause (something) to rest on top of a liquid 
: to cause (something) to float ■ The incoming tide will even¬ 
tually float the ship off the reef, b : to cause or allow 
(something) to be carried or moved by moving water ■ They 
floated the logs down the river. 

3 [no obj\ : to move or go in a gentle, graceful, or quiet way • 
She floated gracefully across the stage. ■ His voice floated to 
the back of the room. — sometimes used figuratively ■ She 
floated off to sleep. 

4 [no obj\ : to live without having any serious purpose or 
goal ■ He floated through life without ever settling down. 

5 [+ obj\ : to suggest (an idea, plan, etc.) for acceptance ■ 
Someone floated this idea for a new book. 

6 [+ obj] US : to make arrangements for (a loan) ■ They may 
have to float a loan to raise the money for renovations. • 
Could yon float me a loan? [=could you lend money to me?] 

7 [+ obj] finance : to sell (shares in a company) in the market 
■ The company has announced plans to raise capital by float¬ 
ing a new issue of securities next month. 

8 of a government : to allow the value of a currency when it 
is exchanged for other types of currency to change freely [+ 
obj] float a currency [no obj] allow a currency to float 
floating on air see 'air 

2 float noun, pi floats [count] 

1 : something that floats: such as a : a light object that is 
attached to a fishing line b : a floating platform near a 
shore for use by swimmers or boats C : a structure that 
holds up an airplane on water 

2 : a vehicle with a platform used to carry an exhibit in a pa¬ 
rade ■ We are building a float for the homecoming parade. 

3 US : a soft drink with ice cream floating in it ■ a root beer 
float 

4 Brit : an amount of money that is kept available for mak¬ 
ing change in a shop 

- see also milk float 

floating adj 

1 : continually moving or changing position • the floating 
population 

2 : having no fixed value or rate ■ floating currencies •float¬ 
ing interest rates 

3 Brit : not associated with a particular political party : not 
certain to vote for a particular candidate or party in an elec¬ 
tion ■ floating voters 

1 flock /'fla.k/ noun, pi flocks [count] 

1 : a group of birds or animals (such as sheep) ■ a flock of 
birds/sheep 

2 : a large number of people ■ a flock of tourists 

3 : the members of a church ■ a priest caring for his flock 
2 flOCk verb flocks; flocked; flock-ing [no obj] : to gather or 

move in a crowd ■ Thousands of people flocked to the beach 
each weekend. 

birds of a feather flock together see 1 feather 
floe /'floo/ noun, pi floes [count] : a sheet or mass of floating 
ice : ice floe 

flog /'fla:g/ verb flogs; flogged; flog-ging [+ obj]: to beat 
or whip (someone) severely ■ The sailors were flogged for at¬ 
tempting a mutiny. — sometimes used figuratively ■ He is 
being flogged [=harshly criticized] in the press for his failure 
to take action. 

flog a dead horse see 'horse 

— flogging /'fla:gii]/ noun, pi -gings [noncount] Flogging 
was a common form of punishment in those days, [count] 
They gave him a good flogging . [=they beat/whipped him 
severely] 

1 flood /'flAd/ noun, pi floods 

1 [count] : a large amount of water covering an area of land 
that is usually dry ■ A flood inundated the whole area. ■ the 
devastating flood of 1936 • The water has risen to flood level. 

2 the Flood : a flood described in the Bible as covering the 
earth in the time of Noah 

3 [singular] : a large amount of things that come or happen 
at the same time ■ We’ve received a flood of mail. ■ a flood of 
phone calls ■ a flood of criticism ■ a flood of tears ■ Seeing her 
again brought back a flood of memories. 

in flood A river that is in flood has so much water in it 


that it may flow over its banks and flood the land next to 
it. ■ After a week of rain, the river is in {full ) flood. The 
phrase in full flood is sometimes used figuratively to de¬ 
scribe the time when something is most active, successful, 
etc. ■ a political movement that was in full flood in the 
1980s 

2 flOOd verb floods; flood*ed; flooding 

1 a : to cover (land) with a flood [+ obj] Heavy rains flooded 
the valley, [no obj] The rivers are close to flooding, b [no 
obj] ; to become filled or covered by a flood ■ The valley 
flooded after the heavy rains. ■ The plain floods every spring. 

2 [+ obj a : to fill (something) completely ■ Light flooded 
the room. ■ The room was flooded with light, b ; to cause 
(something) to receive or take in a large amount of things at 
the same time • The company plans to flood the market with 
this product. ■ The office has been flooded with phone calls. 

3 [no obj] : to go or come in large numbers or as a large 
amount ■ The phone calls have been flooding in. ■ Refugees 
flooded into the camp. ■ Light flooded into the room. • Mem¬ 
ories came flooding into my mind. 

4 : to cause too much fuel to go into (an engine) 1+ obj ] He 
wasn’t able to start the car because he had flooded the en¬ 
gine. [no obj] The car’s engine flooded. 

flood-gate /'flAd,geit/ noun, pi -gates [count] : a gate for 
controlling the flow of water from a lake, river, reservoir, 
etc. — often used figuratively ■ Many people fear that the 
court’s latest ruling will open the floodgates for/to a host of 
new lawsuits. [=will cause/allow a large number of new law¬ 
suits] ■ Once the floodgates have opened, there will be no 
way to stop all the lawsuits. 

flood-light /'flAd,lait/ noun, pi -lights [count] : a light that 
shines brightly over a wide area ■ The yard was lit by flood¬ 
lights. — sometimes used figuratively ■ The company has 
been exposed to the floodlight of publicity. 

— flood-lit /'flAd,lit/ adj • a floodlit stadium 
flood-plain /'flAd,plein/ noun, pi -plains [count] 

1 : an area of low, flat land along a stream or river that may 
flood 

2 : an area of land built up from soil left by floods 
flood tide noun, pi ~ tides [count] 

1 : a rising tide 

2 : a very large amount of something ■ The company has 
been subjected to a flood tide [=flood] of criticism for its hir¬ 
ing policies. 

flood-wa-ter /'flAd,wa:t3*/ noun, pi -ters [count ]: the water 
of a flood — usually plural ■ The floodwaters have at last 
started to recede. 

1 floor /'flo»/ noun, pi floors 

1 [count] : the part of a room on which you stand ■ Keep 
your feet on the floor. ■ washing the kitchen floor ■ a marble/ 
tile/hardwood floor 

2 [count] a : the lower inside surface of something (such as 
a vehicle) • the floor of a car b : the area of ground at the 
bottom of something — usually singular ■ the ocean floor • 
the forest floor 

3 [count] : a level in a building ■ She lives on the second floor 
of a five-story building. • His office is located on the fourth 
floor. — see also first floor, ground floor 

4 [count] : a large indoor space where people gather for 
some activity — usually singular ■ the floor of the conven¬ 
tion/legislature ■ the factory floor ■ the dance floor ■ buying 
and selling shares on the floor of the exchange 

5 [singular] : the people who are gathered in a place for a 
public meeting ■ He will now take questions from the floor. 

6 [count] : a lower limit — usually singular ■ establishing a 
floor for wages and prices ■ The value of the stock has 
dropped/gone/fallen through the floor. [=to a very low level] 

— opposite CEILING 

have the floor: to have the right to speak at a public meet¬ 
ing ■ May I have the floor! 

hold the floor: to be the person who is speaking at a public 
meeting ■ The senator held the floor for several hours. 
on the cutting-room floor see cutting room 
take the floor 1 : to begin speaking at a public meeting • 
After Senator Smith was finished addressing the assembly, 
Senator White took the floor. 2 : to go out onto a dance 
floor to begin dancing ■ Several couples took the floor, 
wipe the floor with see 'wipe 
2 flOOr verb floors; floored; floor-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to cover (a surface) with material to make a floor — usu¬ 
ally used as (be) floored • The lobby is floored with marble. 

2 a : to knock (someone) to the floor or ground ■ He floored 
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me with his first punch, b informal : to surprise, shock or 
amaze (someone) very much ■ The news just floored me. — 
often used as (be) floored ■ I was floored by the news. ■ She 
was floored by his knowledge of the subject. 

3 US, informal: to press (the accelerator of a vehicle) to the 
floor — usually used in the phrase floor It ■ When the light 
turned green, he floored it. [=he pressed the accelerator all 
the way down and sped away] 
f loor*board /'floa^bo^d/ noun, pi -boards [count] 

1 : a board in a floor — usually plural ■ creaky floorboards • 
wide pine floorboards 

2 US : the floor of a vehicle 

flooring /’florir)/ noun [noncount]: material used for floors 
■ marble/tile/hardwood flooring 
floor lamp noun, pi ~ lamps [count] : a tall lamp that 
stands on the floor — called also (Brit) standard lamp ; see 
picture at lighting 

floor—length adj : reaching to the floor ■ a floor-length 
gown/mirror 

floor plan noun, pi ~ plans [count] : a plan that shows the 
position of the rooms in a building ■ Before construction be¬ 
gan, we adjusted the building's floor plan to take advantage 
of the view. ■ a house with an unusual floor plan — called 
also ground plan 

floor Show noun, pi ~ shows [count] : a series of acts by 
performers in a nightclub 

f loo*zy or floo-zle /'fluizi/ noun, pi -zles [count] informal + 
old-fashioned : a usually young woman whose behavior is 
not morally correct or proper ■ chasing some floozy around 
-$■ Floozy is an insulting word. In U.S. English, floozy is the 
more common spelling; in British English, floozie is more 
common. 

1 flop /*fla:p/ verb flops; flopped; flopping [no obf] 

1 : to fall, lie, or sit down in a sudden, awkward, or relaxed 
way ■ H e flopped down onto the bed. ■ She flopped into the 
chair with a sigh. 

2 informal : to fail completely ■ The play flopped. [-(US) 
bombed] ■ All of their attempts have flopped miserably. 

3 : to swing or move in a loose, awkward, or uncontrolled 
way ■ The curtains were flopping around in the breeze. 

— see also flip-flop 
2 flop noun, pi flops [count] 

1 informal : a complete failure ■ The movie was a total flop. 

2 : the sound made when someone or something suddenly 
falls, lies, or sits down ■ It fell to the ground with a flop. 

— see also belly flop 

f lop-house /'fla:p,haus/ noun, pi -hous-es [count] chiefly 
US, informal : a very inexpensive hotel for poor people who 
do not have anywhere else to live ■ a crowded flophouse — 
called also (chiefly Brit ) doss-house 
1 flop*py /'fla:pi/ adf flop-pi»er; -est : soft and flexible ■ a 
floppy hat 

2 floppy noun, pi -pies [count ]: floppy disk 
floppy disk noun, pi ~ disks [count] : a small, thin, square 
case with a flexible disk inside on which data for a computer 
can be stored — compare hard disk 
flo-ra /’flora/ noun, pi -ras biology : all the plants that live in 
a particular area, time, period, or environment [noncount] 
an amazing variety of coastal flora ■ aquatic flora [count] the 
floras of different coastal regions — compare fauna 
flo-ral /‘floral/ adj [more most ~] : of or relating to flow¬ 
ers ■ a. floral display/design [=a display/design that has pic¬ 
tures of flowers] ■ a floral pattern in wallpaper ■ The wine has 
a floral aroma. • a floral arrangement — see color picture on 
page CI2 

— floral noun, pi -rals [count] ■ Her most famous paintings 
are her florals. [=paintings in which flowers are the main 
subject! 

floret /’floret/ noun, pi -rets [count] : a group of flower 
buds that are part of a vegetable ■ broccoli/cauliflower florets 

— see color picture on page C4 

f lor-id /'flored/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : very fancy or too fancy ■ florid writing 

2 : having a red or reddish color ■ a florid [=ruddy] complex¬ 
ion ■ a florid face 

— flor-id-ly adv ■ floridly written 

f lorist /'florist/ noun, pi -rists [count] : a person whose job 
or business is to sell flowers and plants 
1 flOSS /'flees/ noun [noncount] 

1 : DENTAL FLOSS 

2 : soft silk or cotton thread used for sewing 


2 flOSS verb floss-es; flossed; floss-lng : to use dental 
floss to clean your teeth [no obf] My dentist told me I should 
floss more often. [+ obf] floss your teeth 
flo*ta*tion /flou’teijan/ noun [noncount] : the act, process, 
or state of floating or of causing or allowing something to 
float ■ fills the tanks with air for flotation ■ the flotation of a 
currency ■ (Brit) the flotation of a company [=the act or pro¬ 
cess of selling shares in a company to the public] ■ a (person¬ 
al) flotation device [=a life preserver] 
flo-tiMa /flou'tite/ noun, pi -las [count] : a group of small 
ships 

f lot«sam /'flcctsom/ noun [noncount] : floating pieces, parts, 
etc., from a ship that has been wrecked ■ flotsam washed up 
on the shore — often used figuratively ■ bits of flotsam gath¬ 
ered from yard sales ■ human flotsam [=people who have no 
home or who have been forced to leave their homes] — of¬ 
ten used in the phrase flotsam and Jetsam • He spends a lot of 
time sorting through the flotsam and jetsam that come(s) 
across his desk each day. — compare jetsam 
1 flounce /'flauns/ verb flounc-es; flounced; flounc-lng 
[no obf] 

1 : to move with exaggerated motions ■ an actress flouncing 
around on the stage ■ a flouncing walk 

2 chiefly Brit : to walk or move quickly in a way that shows 
anger or annoyance ■ He flounced out of the room and 
slammed the door behind him. 

2 flounce noun, pi flounces [count] chiefly Brit : a quick way 
of walking or moving that shows anger or annoyance — usu¬ 
ally singular ■ leave the room with a flounce — compare 

3 FLOUNCE 

3 flounce noun, pi flounces [count] : a strip of cloth that is 
attached to a piece of clothing by one edge —compare 
2 flounce 

— flounced adf ■ flounced blouses ■ a flounced skirt 
— f louncy /*flaunsi/ adj f lounc-i-er; -est ■ a flouncy skirt 

1 floun*der /'flaunda/ noun, pi flounder or floun-ders 
[count] : a type of fish that has a flat body and that is eaten as 
food — see color picture on page C8 
2 flounder verb -ders; -dered; -der-lng [no obf] 

1 : to move in an awkward way with a lot of difficulty and 
effort : struggle ■ The horses were floundering through 
the deep snow. ■ He was floundering around in the pool like 
an amateur. 

2 a : to be unsure about what to do or say ■ After watching 
me flounder for a few minutes, my instructor took over, b 
: to have a lot of problems and difficulties ■ The team has 
been floundering [^ struggling ] since the start of the season. 

1 flour /'flawa*/ noun, pi flours : powder made from a grain 
(especially wheat) that is used in cooking for making bread, 
cakes, etc. [noncount] a five-pound bag of flour [count] mix 
the two flours together 

— flour-less /'flaua-las/ adj ■ a flourless cake 

2 flour verb flours; floured; flour-lng [+ obf] : to cover 
(something) with flour ■ a floured board ■ The fish should be 
lightly floured before it’s fried. 

1 flour*ish /’flan// verb -ish-es; -Ished; -ish-ing 

1 [no obf] : to grow well : to be healthy ■ plants and animals 
that flourished here thousands of years ago 

2 [no obf] : to be very successful : to do very well ■ Regional 
markets have flourished in recent years. • a decorative style 
that flourished in the 1920s ■ a flourishing business 

3 [+ obf] : to hold up and show (something) in an excited or 
proud way ■ Dressed as a pirate, he entered the stage flourish¬ 
ing his sword. 

2 flourish noun, pi -Ishes [count] 

1 : something that is added as a detail or decoration ■ the flo¬ 
ral flourishes in the living room ■ a house with many clever 
]\tt]e flourishes ■ Her writing style is simple and clear, without 
unnecessary flourishes. 

2 a : a dramatic or fancy way of doing something ■ Dinner 
was served with a flourish, b : a sudden smooth movement 
that is likely to be noticed ■ He waved his sword with a flour¬ 
ish. ■ She opened the door with a flourish. ■ With a flourish of 
her pen, she signed the bill into law. 

3 : a short and exciting piece of music played by trumpets 
: fanfare ■ a flourish of trumpets 

floury /’flawa-ri/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : of or resembling flour ■ a floury coating 

2 : covered with flour ■ He wiped his floury hands on his 
pants. 

flout /'flaut/ verb flouts; flout-ed; flouMng [+ obf] : to 
break or ignore (a law, rule, etc.) without hiding what you 
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are doing or showing fear or shame ■ Despite repeated warn¬ 
ings, they have continued to flout the law. ■ flouting authority 
■ flouting convention — compare FLAUNT 
1 flow /'flop/ verb flows; flowed; flowing [no obj\ 

1 of liquid, gas, or electricity ; to move in a steady and contin¬ 
uous way ■ rivers flowing into the sea ■ a gently flowing [=run- 
ning] stream • She opened the faucet and the water began to 
flow freely. ■ a device that measures the amount of electricity 
flowing through a circuit — often used figuratively ■ Excite¬ 
ment was flowing through the crowd. 

2 a : to move in a continuous and smooth way ■ Traffic has 
been flowing smoothly/steadily from east to west. ■ The grain 
flowed smoothly down the elevator chute, b : to move, 
come, or go continuously in one direction ■ Requests have 
flowed into the office. ■ Money has continued to flow in. 

3 a : to proceed in a smooth and easy way ■ Conversation 
flowed freely, b of a drink : to be drunk freely ■ The wine 
flowed freely throughout the evening. [=people drank wine 
throughout the evening] 

4 : to hang down in a loose and graceful way ■ Her long hair 
flowed down over her shoulders. 

5 : to be caused or produced by something : to come from 
something ■ the wealth that flows from trade 

6 of a tide : to move in toward the land : RISE ■ The tide ebbs 
and flows twice every 24 hours. 

— flowing adj ■ a long, flowing dress ■ her flowing hair 
2 flpw noun, pi flows 

1 [singular] : an act of flowing ■ a sudden flow of tears : the 
movement of something that is flowing ■ a steady/smooth 
flow of traffic ■ The doctor was trying to stop/staunch the 
flow of blood. ■ We want to encourage the free flow of ideas. • 
the westward flow of settlers ■ We’ve been receiving a con- 
stant flow of phone calls. 

2 [count] : a large area of mud or some other material that is 
flowing or that was formed by flowing ■ a mud flow ■ an an¬ 
cient lava flow [=an area of rock that was created by flowing 
lava] 

3 [ noncount ] : the amount of something that flows in a cer¬ 
tain time ■ measuring blood flow to the brain — see also 
CASH FLOW 

ebb and flow see 1 ebb 

go against the flow : to do things that do not agree with 
what most other people are doing ■ She has her own way of 
thinking and she’s not afraid to go against the flow, 
go with the flow : to relax and accept what is happening 
without trying to change things or do something different 
or difficult ■ When I’m on vacation, I just like to take it 
easy and go with the flow. 

in full flow chiefly Brit 1 — used to describe someone who 
is talking continuously in a very enthusiastic way ■ He can 
talk for hours when he’s in full flow. 2 — used to describe 
the time when something is most active, successful, etc. ■ 
When we arrived the party was already in full flow. 
flow Chart noun, pi ~ charts [count] : a chart that shows 
each step of a process using special symbols that are con¬ 
nected by lines 

1 flQW«er /'flawav' noun, pi -ers 

1 [count] a : the part of a plant that is often brightly col¬ 
ored, that usually lasts a short time, and from which the seed 
or fruit develops ■ The plant is known for its large wh\X.e flow¬ 
ers. [= blossoms ] ■ The tree came into flower early this year. 
[=the flowers on the tree bloomed early this year] ■ The bush¬ 
es should be in flower soon. [=the flowers should be bloom¬ 
ing soon] ■ These plants are very fragrant when they are in 
(f\x\\) flower. — sometimes used figuratively. ■ His interest in 
history came into flower [- developed] while he was just a boy. 
■ She entered the movement after it was in full flower. [=after 
it was fully developed] — see color picture on page C6 b : a 
small plant that is grown for its beautiful flowers ■ We plant¬ 
ed flowers in the garden. ■ Flowers line the walkway. • a flower 
garden C : a cut stem of a plant with its flower ■ He sent her 
a bouquet of flowers. ■ He wore a single flower in his lapel. 

2 [singular] literary : the best part of something — used in 
the phrase the flower of ■ The flower of a generation was lost 
in that war. [=the best members of a generation died in that 
war] ■ He wrote his best works while in the flower of his 
youth, [-when he was young] 

2 flower verb -ers; -ered; -er*ing [no obj] 

1 : to produce flowers : bloom, blossom • This tree flowers 
in early spring. ■ The plant will ./tower every other year. 

2 : to develop or grow in a successful way ■ His genius flow¬ 
ered at the university. ■ a political movement that began to 
flower during the 1960s 



flower bed noun, pi ~ beds [count] : an area where flow¬ 
ers are planted 

flower child noun, pi ~ children [count ]: a young person 
in the 1960s and 1970s who rejected the traditional values of 
society : hippie 

flOW-ered /'flawed/ adi : decorated with flowers or with 
pictures of flowers ■ flowered silk ■ flowered wallpaper • a 
flowered dress 

flower girl noun, pi ~ girls [count] CIS : a young girl who 
carries flowers at a wedding 

1 flowering adi : having or producing many flowers ■ a flow¬ 
ering branch ■ flowering plants/shrubs/trees 
2 flowering noun [singular] : the development of something ■ 
We witnessed the gradual flowering of his talent. [=we saw his 
talent gradually develop] ■ a period that saw the flowering of 
the civil rights movement 

f loW*er*pot /'flawa^pa:t/ noun, pi -pots [count] : a contain¬ 
er (such as a clay or plastic pot) in which plants are grown 
flower power noun [noncount] : the belief that war is 
wrong and that people should love each other and lead 
peaceful lives — used especially to refer to the beliefs and 
culture of young people (called hippies) in the 1960s and 
1970s 

flow-ery /'flawari/ adj flow-er-i-er; -est [also more 
most ~] 

1 a : filled with flowers ■ flowery fields b : decorated with 
pictures of flowers ■ We put two flowery prints in the dining 
room. • a flowery dress C : smelling like a flower : having a 
sweet smell like a flower ■ flowery perfume/wine 

2 of language : very fancy or too fancy or elaborate ■ He 
gave a \ong, flowery speech. • flowery prose 

flown past participle of 1 fly 

fl. OZ. abbr fluid ounce; fluid ounces 

flu /■flu:/ noun [noncount] : a common disease that is caused 
by a virus and that causes fever, weakness, body aches, and 
breathing problems : influenza ■ He came down with a 
bad bout/attack/case of the flu. • catch/get the ./to ■ She has 
the flu. = (Brit) She has flu. — often used before another 
noun ■ the flu season ■ a flu shot ■ a flu epidemic 
flub /'fLvb/ verb flubs; flubbed; flub-bing [+ obj ] US, infor¬ 
mal : to fail to do (something) correctly : botch ■ The ball 
went right to him but he flubbed the catch. ■ The actress 
flubbed several lines. 

-flub noun, pi flubs [count] ■ a politician known for his 
verbal flubs [-mistakes, blunders] 
fluc-tu-ate /'flAk|f3,weit/ verb -ates; -at«ed; -at*ing [no 
obj ]: to change level, strength, or value frequently ■ Oil pric¬ 
es fluctuated [=became higher, lower, etc.] throughout the 
year. • fluctuating prices • His popularity has fluctuated dur¬ 
ing his term in office. ■ In the desert, the temperature fluctu¬ 
ates dramatically. 

— fluc*tu-a-tion AflAktfVweiJan/ noun, pi -tions [count] 
Smal \ fluctuations in prices are to be expected, [noncount] 
He reported some fluctuation in/of real estate values, 
flue /'flu:/ noun, pi flues [count] : a channel or pipe in a 
chimney for carrying flame and smoke to the outer air 
flu-en-Cy /'fluiwansi/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the ability to speak easily and smoothly ■ She speaks with 
great fluency. ; especially : the ability to speak a foreign lan¬ 
guage easily and effectively ■ Students must demonstrate flu¬ 
ency in a foreign language to earn a degree. 

2 : the ability to do something in a way that seems very easy 
■ a dancer known for her fluency and grace ■ He plays the pi¬ 
ano with speed and fluency. 

flu-ent /'flu.want/ adj [more most ~] 

1 a ; able to speak a language easily and very well ■ a fluent 
speaker ■ a fluent speaker of Chinese — often + in • He is flu¬ 
ent in Chinese, b Language that is fluent is language that 
is spoken easily and very well. ■ She speaks fluent Spanish 
and a little French. 
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2 : done in a smooth and easy way • We admired their fluent 
[-fluid] movement across the dance floor. ■ a. fluent perfor¬ 
mance 

— flu«ent*ly adv • He speaks seven languages fluently. 

1 fluff /'flAf/ noun [noncount ] 

1 : something light and soft: such as a : small balls or piec¬ 
es of thread, fiber, or dust ■ Her sweater was covered with 
fluff, b : soft fur or feathers 

2 chiefly US, informal : something that has little importance 
or interest ■ The movie was pur e fluff. ■ Her latest article has 
the usual fluff about movie stars and gossip. 

2 fluff verb fluffs; fluffed; fluff-ing [+ obj\ 

1 : to shake or move (something, such as a pillow) so that it 
is fuller, lighter, or softer* Would you like me to fluff (up) 
your pillows7 ■ The wind fluffed his hair. ■ The bird spread its 
wings and fluffed (up) its feathers. 

2 informal : to do (something) badly : flub ■ The golfer 
fluffed another shot. ■ The actor kept fluffing the same line. 

fluffy /'flAfi/ adj fluff-l-er; -est 

1 : covered with soft material ■ the fluffy fur of a kitten ■ 
fluffy young chicks ■ a fluffy wool blanket 

2 : light and soft or airy ■ Beat the egg whites until they are 
fluffy . ■ furniture with big fluffy cushions ■ a favorite fluffy 
sweater : having a light and soft appearance ■ a fluffy white 
cloud 

1 flll*id /'fluiwod/ adj [more most ■—] 

1 : capable of flowing freely like water ■ fluid lava ■ a sub¬ 
stance in a fluid state 

2 — used to describe something that can change easily or 
that changes often ■ Boundaries between the farms were very 
fluid. • a fluid situation 

3 : having or showing a smooth and easy style : graceful ■ 
a dancer’s fluid movements ■ the sculpture’s fluid lines 

— flu-id-i-ty /flu'idati/ noun [noncount] ■ The extreme fluidi¬ 
ty of the situation has made it impossible to predict the 
outcome. * She plays the violin with great fluidity. — flu-id- 
ly adv ■ moving fluidly 

2 fluid noun, pi -ids : a substance that is able to flow freely : a 
liquid substance [count] Please check the fluids in the car’s 
engine. ■ She needs to drink plenty of fluids, [noncount] Flu¬ 
id leaked from the car’s engine. ■ a bottle of yellow fluid 
fluid ounce noun, pi ounces [count] 

1 US : a unit of liquid measurement equal to of a U.S. 
pint or about 29.6 milliliters 

2 Brit : a unit of liquid measurement equal to of a British 
pint or about 28.4 milliliters 

fluke /'flu:k/ noun, pi flukes [count] informal : something 
that happens because of luck : an unexpected or unusual 
thing that happens by accident ■ Her second championship 
shows that the first one was no mere fluke. ■ By some strange 
fluke we ended up working for the same company, 
flung past tense and past participle of 'fling 
flunk /'flArjk/ verb flunks; flunked; flunk-ing US, infor¬ 
mal 

1 : to get a failing grade in (something, such as an examina¬ 
tion or course) : fail [+ obf] If I flunk this class, I have to 
take it over again. ■ flunk a test [no obf] If I flunk, I have to 
take this class over again. 

2 [+ obf] : to give a failing grade to (someone) : fail ■ The 
teacher had to flunk two students. 

flunk out [phrasal verb] US, informal : to be required to 
leave a school because you have failed your courses ■ He 
tried going to college, but h e flunked out after one year. — 
often + of • He flunked out of college, 
f lun-ky or flurvkey /'flArjki/ noun, pi -kies or -keys [count] 
informal + disapproving ; a person who does small jobs for 
someone powerful or important ■ If he can’t go himself, he’ll 
send one of his flunkies. 
flu* 0 *res*cent /flu'resnt/ adj 

1 : producing light when electricity flows through a tube 
that is filled with a type of gas ■ a fluorescent light/lamp 

2 : very bright ■ fluorescent colors/clothing ■ fluorescent tape/ 
paint 

— flu-o-res-cence /flu'resns/ noun [noncount] 
flu* 0 *ri*date /'flur3,deit/ verb -dates; -dat»ed; -dat-ing 

: to add fluoride to (water or toothpaste) — often used as 
(be) fluoridated ■ The drinking water here is fluoridated, •flu¬ 
oridated toothpaste 

— flu-o-ri-da-tion /jflura'deijsn/ noun [ noncount] 
flu*0*ride /'floasaid/ noun [noncount] : a chemical that is 

sometimes added to drinking water and toothpaste to help 
keep teeth healthy 


flur*ry /'flari/ noun, pi -ries [count] 

1 : a brief and light snowfall ■ We had a tew flurries yester¬ 
day. ■ a snow flurry 

2 a : a brief period of excitement or activity — + of • There 
was a flurry of trading in the stock exchange. ■ The incident 
could create a flurry of interest in safety issues, b : a large 
amount of something that happens or comes suddenly — + 
of • a flurry [=barrage] of publicity ■ There was a flurry of re¬ 
quests for more information. 

1 flUSh /'flAj/nown, p/flush-es [count] 

1 : redness on a person’s face because of emotion, heat, etc. ■ 
A flush spread over her face at the mention of his name. 

- see also hot flush 

2 : the act of cleaning a toilet with a flow of water : the act 
of flushing a toilet ■ We could hear the flush of a toilet some¬ 
where in the building. ■ give the toilet a flush 

3 : a sudden feeling or strong emotion — + of u a flush of 
grief/pleasure ■ He felt a flush of pride in his son’s victory. 

in the (first) flush of : in the early and exciting time of 
(something) ■ She published her first novel while still in the 
flush of youth. (=while still young] ■ Everyone felt hopeful 
in the first flush of victory. 

- compare 6 flush 

2 flush verb flushes; flushed; flushing 

1 : to cause a strong flow of water to clean (a toilet) [+ obf] 
flush the toilet [no obf] The toilet flushes automatically. If 
you flush something down the toilet you get rid of it by put¬ 
ting it in the toilet bowl and flushing the toilet. ■ Police sus¬ 
pect that the drugs were flushed down the toilet. 

2 [+ obf] a : to clean (something) with a flow of water or 
some other liquid ■ Flush the wound immediately with water. 

■ The doctor flushed her eye with a special solution. — often 
+ out • He flushed out the car’s radiator. • flush out the system 
b : to remove (something) with a flow of liquid ■ They 
flushed impurities from the system. = They flushed impuri¬ 
ties out of the system. ■ He used a hose to flush the leaves 
from the gutters. 

3 [no obf] : to become red in the face because of heat, emo¬ 
tion, etc. ■ She flushed with anger/embarrassment. ■ Her face 
flushed at the mention of his name. 

- compare 3 flush 

3 flush verb flushes; flushed; flushing [+ obf] : to cause or 
force (someone or something) to leave a hiding place ■ The 
police flushed the suspects from the building. — usually + 
out • The police flushed out the suspects. ■ The birds were 
flushed out of the tree. — sometimes used figuratively ■ The 
committee succeeded in flushing out [= finding ] several good 
candidates. ■ The agency flushed out a surprising number of 
tax evaders. — compare 2 flush 
4 flUSh adj, not used before a noun 

1 : even or level with another surface ■ The paneling and the 
wall should he flush (with each other). 

2 informal : having a large amount of money ■ He just got 
paid and he was feeling^7w.y/i. — often + with ■ Right now the 
town is flush with money. [=the town has more money than 
usual] 

S flush adv 

1 : in order to be level or even with another surface — + 
with • He arranged the books flush with the edge of the shelf. 

2 : in a very forceful way : in a way that makes very solid 
contact ■ He landed a punch flush [=squarely] on my chin. ■ 
She placed her hands flush against the door and pushed with 
all her might. ■ He hit the ball flush. 

6 flush noun, pi flushes [count] ; a set of cards that a player 
has in a card game (such as poker) that are all of the same 
suit (such as diamonds) ■ She won the pot with a flush. — see 
also royal flush — compare 'flush 
flushed adj : red because of heat or emotion ■ a flushed face 

■ flushed cheeks 4- If you are flushed with some emotion, 
such as pride or excitement, you feel that emotion very 
strongly. ■ He was flushed with pride at his daughter’s gradu¬ 
ation. *y* If you are flushed with success, you are very happy 
and excited because you have succeeded in doing something. 

■ Flushed with success after winning the election, she made 
plans for some dramatic new programs in the coming year. 

flus*ter /'flAstaV verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing : to make 
(someone) nervous and confused [+ obf] The interruption 
flustered the speaker. ■ Nothing flusters her. [no obf] Some 
speakers fluster more easily than others, 
flustered adj [more —/ most —] : upset or nervous ■ She 
seemed flustered when he asked about her past. ■ Don’t do 
anything to get him flustered. • He was too flustered to speak. 
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flute /'flu:t/ noun, pi flutes [count] 

1 : a musical instrument that is shaped like a thin pipe and 
that is played by blowing across a hole near one end — see 
picture at woodwind 

2 : a tall, thin glass that is used for drinking champagne 
fluffed /■flu:tad/ ad§ : decorated with a series of long, round¬ 
ed lines that are cut into the surface ■ The mansion has six 
fluted columns across the porch. 

— flutdng /'flu:tig/ noun [ noncount ] ■ columns with fluting 
flut-ist /'fluitist/ noun, pi -Ists [count] US : a flute player 
: FLAUTIST 

1 flut*ter /■flAtay verb -ters; -tered; -terming 

1 of a bird or insect a : to move or flap the wings quickly 
without flying [+ obj] The bird was fluttering its wings, [no 
obj ] The bird’s wings were fluttering, b [no obj]: to fly light¬ 
ly with quick beats of the wings ■ We watched the butterflies 
fluttering in the garden. 

2 : to move with quick, light movements [no obj\ Leaves 
fluttered to the ground. ■ The breeze made the curtains flut¬ 
ter. [+ obj] The breeze fluttered the curtains. ■ She fluttered 
her eyelashes at him. 

3 [no obj] : to move or behave in a nervous and excited way • 
She nervously fluttered around the office. *$■ If your heart/ 
stomach flutters, you become very nervous or excited. ■ Her 
heart fluttered when she saw the letter in the mail. ■ Just the 
mention of his name makes my stomach flutter. 

2 f I Utter noun, pi -ters 

1 [count] : a quick, light movement ■ With aflutter of wings, 
the birds settled into the nest. ■ The flutter of the flame cast 
shadows on the ceiling. 

2 [singular] : a state of excitement or confusion ■ He was in a 
flutter until he found his keys. ■ The news of her resignation 
caused quite aflutter. • aflutter of excitement 

3 [count] Brit, informal: a small bet ■ have aflutter on a horse 
in the second race 

4 [noncount] technical : quick changes in the pitch of record¬ 
ed sound ■ The stereo is designed to minimize flutter. 

flllX /■flAks/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a series of changes : continuous change a Language is in a 
state of constant flux. = Language is constantly in a state of 
flux, [language is changing constantly] 

2 technical : a substance used for helping to melt or join 
metals 

1 fly /'flat/ verb flies; flew /'flu:/; flown /■floun/; fly-ing 
"l [no obj] : to move through the air with wings ■ A bird flew 
in through the open window. ■ insects flying over the water 

2 [no obj] : to move through the air especially at a high speed 
• We watched as clouds flew across the sky. ■ Waves crashed 
on the rocks and spray flew up into the air. ■ Bullets were fly¬ 
ing in all directions. • He tripped and went flying (through 
the air). — often used figuratively ■ Rumors are flying 
[=there are a lot of rumors] that he’ll be announcing his can¬ 
didacy soon. ■ Accusations are flying. [=people are making a 
lot of accusations] 

3 a : to control an airplane, helicopter, etc., as it moves 
through the air : to be the pilot of an aircraft [+ obj ] fly a 
plane ■ He flies jets, [no obj] He learned to fly while he was in 
the Air Force. ■ She flies for a major airline. ■ She’s taking fly¬ 
ing lessons, b [+ obj] : to journey over (something, such as 
an ocean) by flying an airplane ■ Charles Lindbergh was the 
first person to fly the Atlantic solo. 

4 a [no obj]: to travel in an aircraft or spacecraft ■ They flew 
to California for vacation. • I’m flying to Canada to visit my 
family. ■ He insists on flying first-class. • A doctor flew in 
from the mainland. ■ She flew on a shuttle mission last year, 
b [+ obj] : to travel by flying on (a particular airline) ■ He al¬ 
ways flies the same airline. [=he always flies on the same air¬ 
line] C [+ obj] : to carry (someone or something) to a place 
in an aircraft ■ Supplies were flown to the disaster area. ■ 
They fly cargo around the world. ■ A doctor was flown in 
from the mainland. 

5 a : to show (something, such as a flag) by putting it in a 
high place [+ obj ] W eflew a banner across the entrance, [no 
obj] A flag flies in front of the building. = There is a flag flying 
in front of the building. — see also fly the flag at 'flag b [+ 
obj] : to cause (something, such as a kite) to fly in the air ■ 
Children were flying kites in the park. — see also go fly a kite 
at KITE 

6 [no obj] : to move or go quickly ■ She flew to the window 
when she heard the car. ■ The door flew open and he rushed 
into the room. ■ I flew up the stairs to answer the phone. ■ I 
must./7y or I’ll be late for my appointment. ■ That horse real¬ 


ly flies. ■ Cars were flying past us on the highway. 

7 [no obj] .* to move freely ■ As she ran, her hair flew in every 
direction. 

8 [no obj] : to pass very quickly ■ Time flies. • Our vacation 
flew by before we knew it. 

9 [no obj] chiefly US, informal : to be approved or accepted 

— usually used in negative statements ■ This plan will never 
fly. ■ His budget proposals didn't fly with voters. [=voters 
didn’t like his proposals] 

as the crow flies see 'crow 

fly at [phrasal verb] fly at (someone) : to attack (someone) 
with sudden violence • H eflew at me in a rage. 
fly high informal 1 : to be very happy and excited ■ She was 
flying high after her excellent exam results. 2 : to be very 
successful ■ After some difficult years, the company is fly¬ 
ing high again. 

fly in the face of also US fly in the teeth of : to fail com¬ 
pletely to agree with (something) : to oppose or contradict 
(something) directly • His explanation.#^? in the face of the 
evidence. [=his explanation is not supported at all by the 
evidence] ■ a theory that flies in the face o/logic [=a theory 
that is not logical at all] • a policy that flies in the face of 
reason [=a policy that is extremely unreasonable] 
fly into [phrasal verb] fly into (something) : to be overcome 
by (sudden extreme emotion) • He flew into a rage. [=he 
suddenly became very angry] ■ They flew into a panic. 
[=they suddenly panicked] 

fly off the handle informal : to lose control of your emo¬ 
tions : to become very angry ■ He tends to fly off the handle 
when people disagree with him. 
fly the coop informal : to leave suddenly or secretly : to es¬ 
cape or go away ■ In the morning the suspect had flown the 
coop. ■ All their children have flown the coop. [=have 
moved away from home] 

let fly or let fly with informal : to throw (something) in a 
forceful way ■ The quarterback let fly (with) a long pass. — 
often used figuratively ■ She let fly (with) a few angry 
words. [=she shouted a few angry words] 

— compare 2 FLY 

2 fly verb flies; filed; flydng [no obj] baseball : to hit a fly ball 
■ The batter flied to left field. ■ Heflied out to left field. [=he 
made an out by hitting a fly ball that was caught by the left 
fielder] — compare 'fly 

3 f ly noun, pi flies [count] 

1 : a small insect that has two wings ■ swat a fly the buzz of 
&fly 

2 : a hook that is designed to look like an insect and that is 
used for catching fish ■ an artificial fly — see also fly¬ 
fishing 

drop like flies also die like flies informal If people or an¬ 
imals are dropping/dying like flies, they are dropping or 
dying very quickly in large numbers. ■ The heat was so in¬ 
tense that people were dropping like flies. [=many people 
were fainting from the heat] ■ Horses and cattle dropped/ 
died like flies during the drought. These phrases are often 
used figuratively. ■ Candidates were dropping like flies dur¬ 
ing the early part of the campaign. 
fly in the ointment : someone or something that causes 
problems ■ We’re almost ready to start work. Getting the 
permit is the only fly in the ointment, 
fly on the wall : someone who secretly watches or listens to 
other people ■ I would like to be a fly on the wall during the 
negotiations. [=1 would like to be able to hear what is being 
said during the negotations] 

no flies on chiefly Brit, informal 4- If there are no files on 
you, you are a smart person who is quick to undertand 
things and not easily fooled. 

wouldn’t hurt a fly 4- Someone who wouldn't hurt a fly is 
too gentle to want to hurt anyone. ■ He looks big and dan¬ 
gerous, but he wouldn’t hurt a fly. 

— compare 4 fly 

4 fly noun, pl flies [count] 

1 : an opening in a piece of clothing (such as a pair of trou¬ 
sers, shorts, or a skirt) that is hidden by a fold of cloth and 
that is closed by a zipper or a row of buttons • He zipped/ 
buttoned his fly. — sometimes plural in British English • He 
zipped his flies. — see color picture on page C16 

2 baseball : fly ball ■ He hit a fly to the left fielder. 

on the fly 1 : quickly and often without preparation ■ 
You’ll have to make decisions on the fly. 2 : through the 
air ; without hitting the ground ■ The home run went 450 
feet on the fly. 3 : while something else is also being done 
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on a computer ■ software that handles formatting on the fly 

— compare 3 fly 

fly-away /•flaja,wei/ adj, of hair : very thin and light : diffi¬ 
cult to keep tidy •flyaway hair 

fly ball noun, pi ~ balls [count\ baseball : a baseball that is 
hit high into the air • He hit a long fly ball to left field. 

— compare ground ball 

fly-btown /'flai.bloon/ adj, chiefly Brit : in poor and dirty 
condition - a flyblown old building : made dirty by flies : not 
suitable for eating ■ flyblown food 
fly-boy /'flai.boi/ noun, pi -boys [count] US, informal + old- 
fashioned : a man who is a pilot in the Air Force 
fly-by /'flaiibai/ noun, pi -bys [count] 

1 US : a usually low flight past a group of people at an air 
show, during a parade, etc., by an aircraft or group of air¬ 
craft — called also flyover, (Brit) fly-past 

2 : a flight of a spacecraft past a planet, moon, etc. 

fly—by—night /'flaibaiinait/ adj, always used before a noun, 
informal : trying to make money quickly by using dishonest 
or illegal methods ■ a fly-by-night insurance company 
fly-catch-er /'flaijksetfas 'flasketfa-/ noun, pi -ers [count] 
: a type of bird that catches and eats flying insects 
flyer variant spelling of flier 

fly—fish-ing /'fla^fijii)/ noun [noncount] : the activity of 
catching fish by using artificial flies ■ do some fly-fishing ■ He 
plans to go fly-fishing this weekend. 

1 fly-ing /'flajirj/ adj : moving or able to move in the air’flying 
insects ■ flying clouds • a story about a flying car 
with flying colors : with complete or great success ■ She 
passed the exam with flying colors. • They came through the 
ordeal with flying colors. 

2 flying noun [noncount] : the activity of traveling in an air¬ 
craft ■ She doesn’t enjoy flying. 

flying buttress noun, pi ~ -tresses [count] : a structure 
that supports a wall or building from the outside 
flying fish noun, pi ~ fish or ~ fishes [count] : a type of 
fish that has long fins which look like wings and that is able 
to jump out of the water and glide through the air 
flying machine noun, pi ~ -chines [count] : a machine 
that is able to fly; especially : an airplane from the time when 
airplanes had recently been invented 
flying officer noun, pi ~ -cers [count] : an officer in the 
British Air Force 

flying saucer noun, pi ~ -cers [count] : a flying object 
that people say they have seen in the sky, that is usually 
round like a saucer or disc, and that is believed by some peo¬ 
ple to be a spaceship from another world : ufo 
flying start noun, pi ~ starts [count] : a good or fast start- 
The meeting got off to a flying start ■ The restaurant made a 
flying start by filling up on opening night, 
fly-leaf / , flai,li:f/ noun, pi -leaves /-,li:vz/ [count] : an emp¬ 
ty page at the beginning or end of a book 
fly-OVer /■flai,ouv3 1 / noun, pi -overs [count] 

1 US : flyby 1 

2 Brit : overpass 

fly-pa-per /'fla^peipa 1 / noun [ noncount ] : a long piece of 
sticky paper that is used for catching and killing flies 
fly-past /'flai,p£est, Brit 'flai,pa:st/ noun, pi -pasts [count] 
Brit : flyby 1 

fly-Speck /'flaiiSpek/ noun, pi -specks [count] 

1 : a very small piece of waste matter from a fly 

2 informal : something that is very small ■ She grew up in a 
flyspeck of a town. 

fly-SWat-ter /’flai,sweets/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a device 
used for killing flies and other insects that consists of a flat 
piece of plastic or other material attached to a handle 
fly-weight /'flai,weit/ noun, pi -weights [count] : a fighter 
in a class of boxers who does not weigh more than 112 
pounds (51 kilograms) 

fly-wheel /'flai,wi:l/ noun, pi -wheels [count] : a heavy 
wheel that is part of a machine and that controls the speed of 
machinery 

FM /'efem/ noun [noncount] : a system for sending radio sig¬ 
nals in which the number of radio waves per second is 
changed in order to send information in the form of sound 
FM is an abbreviation of “frequency modulation.” 

— compare am 

— FM adj ■ an FM radio/station • This station is FM only. 
1 foal /'foul/ noun, pi foals [count] : a young horse; especially 

: a horse that is less than one year old — compare colt, 
filly 


2 foal verb foals; foaled; foal-lng [no obj] : to give birth to a 
foal ■ The mare will foal in June. 

1 foam /'foum/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a mass of small bubbles that are formed in or on a liquid 
■ As I poured the beer,/oam bubbled up in the glass. 

2 : a substance that is like a thick liquid made of many small 
bubbles ■ The fire extinguisher is filled with foam. ■ a can of 
shaving/oam 

3 : a soft material that is used to make many products 
: foam rubber — often used before another noun ■ a foam 
mattress/pillow 

— foam-i-ness /'fouminas/ noun [noncount] -foamy 
/•foumi/ adj foam-l-er; -est ■ a foamy glass of beer 
2 foam verb foams; foamed; foam-lng [no obj \: to produce 
foam ■ The soda foamed in the glass. ■ The mixture will bub¬ 
ble and foam when you add the yeast. 

foam at the mouth 1 : to produce foam from the mouth 
because of illness or excitement • The dog was foaming at 
the mouth. 2 informal : to be very angry about something 
■ He was foaming at the mouth with rage, 
foam rubber noun [noncount] : a soft and light rubber ma¬ 
terial that has many small holes throughout it and is used to 
make various products - The mattress/pad is (made of) foam 
rubber. — often used before another noun ■ a foam-rubber 
mattress/pad 

fob /'fa:b/ noun, pi fobs [count] 

1 : a short chain attached especially to a pocket watch 

2 : a small object that is a decoration on a watch chain or a 
key ring 

2 fob verb fobs; fobbed; fob-bing 

fob off [phrasal verb] fob (someone or something) off or fob 
off (someone or something) informal 1 : to cause (some¬ 
one) to accept something that is false, badly made, etc., in¬ 
stead of what is wanted — + with ■ He thought he could fob 
me off with some weak excuse about being too busy to 
talk. 2 : to present or offer (something fake or false) as 
genuine or true ■ They’re trying to fob off science fiction as 
truth. [=trying to make people believe that something that 
is science fiction is true] 3 US : to give (someone or some¬ 
thing not wanted) to someone else : to palm off (someone 
or something) — often + on • The child’s father was always 
fobbing her off on relatives and babysitters, 
fo-cal /'fookal/ adj, always used before a noun : having cen¬ 
tral or great importance ■ a focal figure in the movement 
focal length noun, pi ~ lengths [count] technical : the dis¬ 
tance from the surface of a lens to the point of focus (sense 
3 > 

focal point noun, pi ~ points [count] 

1 : a center of activity, interest, or attention ■ This port was 
the focal point of trade two centuries ago. ■ The new school 
curriculum was \he focal point [-focus] of the debate. 

2 technical: ‘focus 3 

1 fo-CUS /'foukas/ noun, pi fo-ci /'fou,sai/ also fo-cus-es 

1 [count] : a subject that is being discussed or studied : the 
subject on which people’s attention is focused — usually sin¬ 
gular- The focus of our discussion/debate/attention will be 
drug abuse. ■ The scandal became the primary focus of the 
day’s news coverage. ■ The study’s mam focus is adults with 
sleep disorders. 

2 : a main purpose or interest [noncount] He’s successful, 
but he feels that his life lacks focus, [singular] His life lacks a 
focus. 

3 [count] technical : a point at which rays of light, heat, or 
sound meet or from which they move apart or appear to 
move apart; especially : the point at which an image is 
formed by a mirror, a lens, etc. 

4 [noncount] a : a state in which something (such as a cam¬ 
era, a telescope, or a person’s eyes) produces a clear picture 
or image ■ bringing the binoculars into focus [=focusing the 
binoculars; adjusting the binoculars so that the image seen 
through them is clear and sharp] ■ It took him a few seconds 
after he woke up to bring his eyes into focus. [=to focus his 
eyes] ■ The binoculars were not in focus = The binoculars 
were out of focus [=the binoculars were not focused] b : a 
state in which the small details of a picture or image can be 
clearly seen ■ It was a nice picture—the family was in focus 
and everyone was smiling. ■ Unfortunately, several of the 
pictures were out of focus — see also soFr focus C : a 
state or condition in which something can be clearly under¬ 
stood ■ She tried to bring the important issues Into focus 
[=she tried to say clearly what the important issues were] 


focus • fold 


640 


2 focus verb -cuses aim -cus-ses; -cused also -cussed; 
-cus-ing also -cus-sing 

1 [+ obj] : to cause (something, such as attention) to be di¬ 
rected at something specific — + on • The crime ha s focused 
public attention on the problem of parole. ■ We need to focus 
our efforts on getting the work done. 

2 [no obj] : to direct your attention or effort at something 
specific ■ She has an amazing ability to focus for hours at a 
time. — often + on • We need to focus on getting the work 
done. ■ The day’s news coverage focused primarily/mainly on 
the scandal. 

3 : to adjust (something, such as a lens or a camera) to make 
an image clear [+ obj] focus a telescope ■ I wasn’t able to fo¬ 
cus the camera. ■ He focused his binoculars on a distant ship. 
[=he looked through his binoculars at a distant ship] [no obj] 
I wasn’t able to get the camera to focus. If you focus your 
eyes on something or if your eyes focus on something, you 
look at that thing so that you can see it clearly. ■ Everyone 
focused their eyes on her [=everyone looked at her] when she 
entered the room. ■ His eyes were focused on the road. = He 
kept his eyes focused on the road. 

4 technical: to cause (light) to come together at a point [+ 
obj] focus rays of light [no obj] laser beams that focus at a 
single point 

fOCUSed also focussed adj [more most ~] 

1 : giving attention and effort to a specific task or goal • 
They are making a focused effort to win support for the pro¬ 
posal. 

2 : having very clear and definite goals and ambitions ■ She’s 
a very focused and determined young woman. 

focus group noun, pi ~ groups [count] : a small group of 
people whose opinions about something (such as a politician 
or a new product) are studied to learn the opinions that can 
be expected from a larger group 
fod*der /Tarda*/ noun [noncount] 

1 : food given to horses, cows, etc. • grain used for fodder 

2 : material that is used for a particular purpose ■ His antics 
always make good fodder for the gossip columnists. ■ She of¬ 
ten used her friends’ problems as fodder for her novels. 

— see also cannon fodder 

foe /'fou/ noun, pi foes [count] : an enemy ■ political foes • 
Many considered him a foe of democracy. ■ Her ability was 
acknowledged by friend and foe alike, 
foetal, foetus chiefly Brit spellings of fetal, fetus 
1 fog /*fa:g/ noun 

1 : many small drops of water floating in the air above the 
ground, the sea, etc. [noncount] Heavy fog made it difficult 
to see the road. ■ a patch/blanket of fog • ocean fog [count] a 
climate marked by heavy fogs • The fog reduced visibility to a 
quarter of a mile. 

2 [singular] : a state of mental confusion ■ This problem has 
me in a fog. • an alcohol-induced fog 

2 fog verb fogs; fogged; fog-ging 

1 a [+ obj] : to cover or fill (something) with small drops of 
water : to make (something) foggy ■ The steam from the pot 
wa s fogging the window near the stove. ■ The cold air fogged 
(up) his glasses. ■ The bathroom was all fogged up after my 
shower, b [no obj] : to become foggy ■ His glasses were fog¬ 
ging. — often + up ■ His glasses were fogging up. • The weath¬ 
er is fogging up. 

2 (+ obj] : to make (someone or something) confused ■ politi¬ 
cians who try to fog the issue instead of taking a stand ■ drugs 
that fog [=cloud] your mind/judgment 

fog-bound /'fa:g,baund/ adj 

1 : unable to move or travel because of fog ■ a. fogbound ship 
•fogbound travelers 

2 : covered by fog ■ a fogbound coast 
fogey chiefly Brit spelling of fogy 
fog-gy /'fa:gi/ Odj fog-gi-er; -est 

1 a : having or filled with fog ■ a gray, foggy morning • foggy 
weather ■ a foggy valley b : covered with small drops of wa¬ 
ter ■ a foggy mirror • foggy glasses 

2 : not clear : vague or confused ■ I don’t remember what 
her name was—my memory is a little foggy. • I haven’t the 
foggiest [-faintest] idea what she’s talking about. [=1 don’t un¬ 
derstand what she is talking about at all] ■ “Where did I put 
my keys?” *7 haven’t the foggiest .” [=/ have no idea ; I don’t 
know] 

— fog-gi-ly /*fa:gali/ adv — fog-gi-ness /'faiginas/ noun 
[noncount] 

Foggy Bottom noun [singular] informal : the U.S. Depart¬ 
ment of State 


fog-horn / , fa:g,hoa*n/ noun, pi -horns [count] : a horn on a 
boat, ship, etc., that makes a loud, deep sound and is used in 
foggy weather to warn nearby ships — often used figurative¬ 
ly to describe someone with a very loud voice ■ He has a fog¬ 
horn voice. [=a voice like a foghorn] 
fog lamp noun, pi ~ lamps [count] : a very bright light on 
the front of a vehicle that is used to help the driver see better 
in fog — called also fog light 

fo-gy {chiefly US) or chiefly Brit fo-gey /'fougi/ noun, pi fo¬ 
gies [count] : a person with old-fashioned ideas — usually 
used with old • Maybe I’m just an old fogy, but I don’t think 
this kind of music is appropriate for children. 

— fo-gy-ish {chiefly US) or chiefly Brit fo-gey-ish 
/'fougyi// adj • afogyish old man 
foi-ble /'foibal/ noun, pi foi-bles [count] : a minor fault in 
someone’s character or behavior — usually plural ■ We all 
have our little foibles. • He was amused by the foibles of his 
eccentric neighbor. 

foie gras /'fwai'gra:/ noun [noncount] : a food made from 
the liver of a goose : pat£ de foie gras 
1 foil /'fojal/ verb foils; foiled; foll-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to prevent (someone) from doing something or achieving 
a goal : defeat ■ Police managed to ./or/ the burglars. — of¬ 
ten used as (be) foiled • He was foiled by his opponents once 
again. ■ She was foiled by her own indecision. 

2 : to prevent (something) from happening or being success¬ 
ful • Police foiled an attempted robbery. • Her accident foiled 
her dreams of becoming a dancer. 

2 foil noun, pi foils 

1 [noncount] : a very thin and light sheet of metal ■ Cover the 
dish with aluminum foil. • kitchen foil [=foil used to wrap or 
cover food] ■ candy wrapped in foil — see also silver foil, 
tinfoil 

2 [count] : someone or something that is different from an¬ 
other person or thing in a useful or appealing way — usually 
+ for or to • He acted as a foil for the comedian. [=he acted 
very serious to make the comedian seem funnier] ■ That dark 
blue dress is good foil for her blonde hair. ■ His reserved man¬ 
ner was a perfect foil for/to her bubbly personality. 

3 [count] : a sword that has a light, thin blade and that is 
used in the sport of fencing 

foist /'foist/ verb foists; foist-ed; foist-ing [+ obj] : to 
force someone to accept (something that is not good or not 
wanted) — usually + on or upon • scams that foist high funer¬ 
al expenses on grieving customers ■ He foisted his prejudices 
upon his young students. ■ phony paintings foisted (off) on 
naive buyers 

1 fo[d /Tould/ verb folds; fold-ed; fold-ing 

1 : to bend one part of (something) over or against another 
part [+ obj] He folded the paper in half and then unfolded it 
again. ■ Fold the flaps open/shut. ■ He folded the blanket and 
laid it at the foot of the bed. ■ She folded over the edge of the 
fabric to make a hem. ■ a piece of paper folded into the shape 
of a bird [no obj] The paper folded easily. ■ The map folds 
neatly/flat so you can fit it in a pocket. 

2 : to reduce the length or size of something (such as a piece 
of furniture) by moving parts of it so that they lie close to¬ 
gether [+ obj] V/e folded (up) the lawn chair and put it in the 
trunk, [no obj] The lawn chair folded (up) easily. ■ The bed 
folds (away) into a space in the wall. 

3 (+ obj] a : to put your arm or hand over your other arm 
or hand in a way that keeps them together ■ She folded 
[-crossed] her arms across her chest. ■ She folded her hands 
on her lap. ■ He folded his arms around her. ■ hands folded in 
prayer b : to bend (a leg, a knee, an elbow, etc.) ■ He sat 
with his legs folded under him. 

4 [+ obj] literary : to put your arms around (someone) : em¬ 
brace ■ She folded him in her arms. 

5 [+ obj] : to add (a food ingredient) to a mixture by gently 
and repeatedly lifting one part over another ■ Fold the egg 
whites into the chocolate mixture. 

6 [no obj] : to fail completely : collapse ■ The business 
folded. 

7 [no obj] : to accept defeat in a card game (such as poker) 
by removing your cards from the game ■ Realizing that she 
probably wasn’t bluffing, he decided to fold. 

2 fold noun, pi folds [count] 

1 : a line or mark made by bending one part of something 
over another part and pressing at the bent edge : a line or 
mark made by folding something : crease • the fold in a 
newspaper 

2 : a part of something (such as cloth or skin) that lies or 
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hangs over another part ■ hidden in the folds of the curtain ■ 
the folds of her dress ■ He had folds of flab around his mid¬ 
dle. 

3 : the act of folding something ■ She made a paper airplane 
by using a simple series of folds. 

4 technical : a bend produced in a rock layer by pressure 

- compare 3 fold 
3 fold noun, pi folds 

1 [count] : an enclosed area for sheep 

2 the fold : a group of people who have a shared faith or in¬ 
terest ■ His former colleagues would be glad to welcome him 
back into the fold. 

- compare 2 fold 
-fold /,fould/ suffix 

1 : multiplied by (a specified number) : times ■ a twelvefold 
increase ■ It will repay you t enfold. 

2 : having (so many) parts ■ a threefold problem 
fold-a-way /'fould3,wei/ adj, always used before a noun : de¬ 
signed to be folded for storage : folding ■ a foldaway bed/ 
table 

fold-er /'foulda 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a folded cover or large envelope for holding documents 

- see picture at office 

2 : a collection of files or documents that are stored together 
on a computer 

fol-de-rol /'fa:ld3,ra:l/ noun [noncount] chiefly US, informal 
+ old-fashioned : foolish language, behavior, or ideas : non¬ 
sense ■ I wish we could just discuss these questions without 
having to go through all the folderol of a formal meeting, 
fold-ing /'fouldig/ adj, always used before a noun : able to be 
folded into a smaller shape : designed to be folded ■ folding 
chairs ■ & folding door 

folding money noun [noncount] informal: paper money 

■ He always carries a lot of folding money. 

fold-OUt /'fould,aut/ noun, pi -outs [count] : a large folded 
page in a book or magazine ■ The book includes special maps 
in the form of foldouts. ■ The book includes foldout maps, 
fo-liage /‘foulijicfe/ noun [noncount] : the leaves of a plant or 
of many plants ■ a tree with pretty foliage ■ the thick green fo¬ 
liage of the jungle ■ colorful autumn foliage 
1 folk /'fouk/ noun 

1 folks [plural] a chiefly US, informal : people in general ■ 
Folks say that house is haunted. ■ Some folks think the law 
should be changed, b — used to talk to a group of people 
in a friendly and informal way ■ Do yon folks need any help? 

■ That’s all for today, folks —see you tomorrow! 

2 or chiefly US folks [plural] informal : a certain kind of peo¬ 
ple ■ a home for old folks ■ He doesn’t much care for city folk. 
[=people who live in a city] ■ country folk ■ the distinctive 
speech of folks from the South 

3 folks [plural] chiefly US, informal : family members ■ I’ll be 
spending the holidays with my folks.; especially : parents ■ 
His folks gave him everything a kid could want. 

4 [noncount] : folk music ■ My favorite kind of music is 
folk. 

2 f Ol k adj, always used before a noun : of or relating to the com¬ 
mon people of a country or region ■ folk customs ■ folk art ■ a 
folk dance ■ di folk remedy 

folk hero noun, pi ~ -roes [count]: a person who is greatly 
admired by many people of a particular kind or in a particu¬ 
lar place ■ He has become a folk hero in his home state be¬ 
cause of the work he has done to help poor children, 
folk-lore /'foukdoa*/ noun [noncount] 

1 : traditional customs, beliefs, stories, and sayings ■ The 
coyote appears in a great deal of Native American folklore. ■ 
the rich folklore of Louisiana 

2 : ideas or stories that are not true but that many people 
have heard or read ■ He can’t tell the difference between fact 
and folklore. 

- folk-lor-ist /'fouk.lonst/ noun, pi -ists [count] ■ a.folklor¬ 
ist who has collected many folktales 

folk music noun [noncount] : the traditional music of the 
people in a country or region ■ Irish folk music; also : a type 
of popular music that is based on traditional music and that 
does not use electric instruments 
folk-sing-er /'fouk,sii)3>/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person 
who sings folk songs 

folk song noun, pi ~ songs [count] : a song created by the 
people of a country or region : a song sung in folk music 
folksy /'fouksi/ adj folks-i-er; -est informal : friendly or 
informal in manner or style ■ a folks)’ politician ■ an enter¬ 


tainer with a folksy manner ■ folksy charm 
— folks-i-ness /'fouksinas/ noun [noncount] 
folk-tale /'fouk,teil/ noun, pi -tales [count] : a traditional 
story" West African folktales that continue to be passed from 
generation to generation through storytelling 
fol-li-Cle /'failikal/ noun, pi -li-cles [count] : a tiny hole in 
the skin from which a hair grows 
fol-iow /'fa:lou/ verb -lows; -lowed; -low-ing 

1 a : to go or come after or behind (someone or something) 
[+ obj] She followed us into the kitchen. ■ The dog followed 
the children home. ■ The exit is right this way. Just follow me. 
[no obj] The children went home and the dog followed be¬ 
hind. ■ If one sheep goes through the gate, the rest will follow. 
b [+ obj] : to go after or behind (someone) secretly and 
watch to find out what happens ■ He hired a private detective 
to follow his wife everywhere. [=to secretly find out where 
she went and what she did] ■ follow a suspect ■ I think that 
someone is following us. = I think we’re being/o//owc^. 

2 a : to come after (something) in time or place or as part of 
a series [+ obj] Spring follows winter. = Winter is followed by 
spring. ■ The number 15 follows 14. ■ Her accident was fol¬ 
lowed by a long period of recovery, [no obj] First came the 
student speeches, and the presentation of awards followed. ■ 
( formal) The war ended. There followed [-then came; then 
there was] a long period of rebuilding, b [+ obj]: to have or 
do something after (something else) — + with ■ I followed my 
dinner with a liqueur. [=1 had a liqueur after dinner] • The ac¬ 
tor followed his success as Othello with a triumph as Mac¬ 
beth. 

3 a : to happen after and as a result of (something) [+ obj] 
Rioting followed the unjust verdict, [no obj] If you work 
hard, success will/must surely follow, b [no obj]: to be true 
or seem to be true because of something ■ From the evidence 
given, several conclusions follow. = Several conclusions fol¬ 
low from the evidence given. [=we can make several conclu¬ 
sions based on the evidence given] — often + that 9 From the 
evidence given, it follows that the accused is guilty. ■ Just be¬ 
cause he’s done some bad things, does/must it follow that he’s 
a bad person? [-does it mean that he is a bad person?] 

4 [+ obj] a : to be guided by (something) ■ You should follow 
[=zobey] your conscience. ■ follow your instincts ■ follow my 
advice ■ She must learn to follow instructions. ■ We must fol¬ 
low the evidence wherever it leads. ■ You should follow her 
example■ = You should follow the example she set. [=you 
should do what she did] b : to do the same thing as (some¬ 
one) ■ Sh c followed her father (by going) into medicine. = She 
followed her father by becoming a doctor. 

5 [+ obj] : to move forward on (a road, a path, etc.) ■ Follow 
that path, and you will come to a log cabin. ■ You should fol¬ 
low the main highway until you see signs for the stadium. — 
often used figuratively ■ His friends all went to college, but 
he chose to follow a different path. [=to do something differ¬ 
ent] ■ Do recessions follow a predictable cycle/pattem? 

6 [+ obj] of a road, path, etc. : to be on or next to (something) 
for a distance ■ The path follows the river pretty closely. ■ The 
road follows the curve of the hill. 

7 [+ obj] a : to keep your eyes or attention on (something) ■ 
Follow the bouncing ball, b : to give close attention to what 
happens in (something) • He followed her career with inter¬ 
est. ■ follow football ■ The book follows his political career 
from its humble beginnings to his election as president, c 
Brit : to be a fan of (a team) : support - He follows 
Manchester United. 

8 : to understand the sense or logic of (something or some¬ 
one) [+ obj] I found it hard to follow the twists and turns of 
the movie’s complicated plot. ■ I’m sorry—I don’t follow 
your argument/reasoning. = I’m sorry—I don’t follow you. 
[=1 don’t understand you] [no obj] I’m sorry—I don’t follow. 
[=1 don’t understand] 

a hard/tough act to follow : someone or something that 
has been so successful that it is very difficult for the person 
or thing coming next to be as good ■ Yesterday’s thrilling 
victory will be a tough act to follow, 
as follows — used to introduce a list, a statement, instruc¬ 
tions, etc. ■ The names of the finalists are as follows; Mary, 
James, and George. ■ Proceed as follows; go straight ahead 
to Martin Street and then turn left. 
follow around or Brit follow about [phrasal verb] follow 
(someone) around/about : to go wherever (someone) goes ■ 
The little boy followed his mother around all day. 
follow in someone's footsteps see footstep 
follow someone’s lead see 2 lead 

follow suit 1 in card games : to play a card of the same suit 
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(such as hearts or spades) as the card that was played just 
before ■ Jane played a spade, and Roger followed suit. 2 
: to do the same thing that someone else has just done ■ His 
brother went to medical school, and h e followed suit. • Af¬ 
ter one airline lowers their fares, the other airlines usually 
follow suit. 

follow the path/llne of least resistance see resistance 
follow through {phrasal verb] 1 follow through or follow 
(something) through : to complete an activity or process 
that has been started ■ He always starts the school year off 
studying and working hand, but he doesn’t follow through. 
[=he doesn’t continue to study and work hard] ■ He doesn’t 
follow his good intentions through, [^although he makes 
plans to do things, he doesn’t actually do them] — often + 
on or with ■ He doesn’t follow through on his good inten¬ 
tions. ■ We feared they would follow through on/with their 
threat. [=we feared that they would do what they threat¬ 
ened to do] 2 sports : to keep your arms, legs, etc., mov¬ 
ing after you hit or kick a ball : to complete a stroke or 
swing ■ You should follow through on your backhand. ■ 
Don’t forget to follow through when you putt. — see also 
FOLLOW-TH ROUGH 

follow up {phrasal verb ] 1 follow up (something) or follow 
(something) up or follow up : to follow (something) with 
something similar, related, or additional — + with or by • 
He followed up his early findings with another study. ■ After 
you submit your job application, you should follow it up by 
making a phone call. ■ Her first book was a big success, 
and she followed up with another best seller. 2 follow up 
(something) or follow (something) up or follow up or chiefly 
US follow up on (something) a : to try to get more in¬ 
formation about (something) ■ The police followed up (on) 
the leads. ■ The references in the book were too vague to 
follow up. b : to do something in response to (something) 
: to take appropriate action about (something) • Police fol¬ 
lowed up the complaints with several arrests. ■ He com¬ 
plained several times, but the police never followed up. • He 
says that the police failed to follow up on his complaints. 
— see also follow-up 

follow your nose informal 1 : to go in a straight or obvi¬ 
ous course ■ Just follow your nose until you get there; you 
can’t miss it. 2 : to proceed without a definite plan : to do 
what seems right or best without careful planning ■ You 
don’t need my advice—just follow your nose. 3 : to go to¬ 
ward the place where a smell is coming from • I followed 
my nose to the kitchen, where dinner was cooking. 
foMow-er /'ferbwa*/ noun.pl -ers {count] 

1 a : someone who supports and is guided by another per¬ 
son or by a group, religion, etc. ■ the candidate’s loyal/faith¬ 
ful followers ■ The party drew most of its followers from 
among young people. ■ followers of Christianity/Islam b : a 
person who likes and admires (someone or something) very 
much : fan ■ The band has a large group of followers. 

2 : someone who does what other people say to do ■ He had 
a reputation of being a follower, not a leader. 

'fol-low-ing /'fa:hwirj/ adj 

1 : coming next ■ She found a good job, and moved into a 
new house the following year. ■ We met again the following 
day. — opposite preceding, previous 

2 : listed or shown next ■ Trains will leave at the following 
times: 2 p.m., 4 p.m., and 8 p.m. • If you have questions or 
comments, please write to us at the following address: P.O. 
Box 234, .. . 

following noun, pi -mgs {count] : a group of followers or 
fans ■ The band has a large and devoted following in Japan. ■ 
The movement quickly gained/attracted/built a following 
among young people. 

following prep : immediately after (something) ■ Following 
the lecture, refreshments were served. ■ We were tired for a 
few days following our trip. 

4 f OI lO W j ng pronoun 

the following : the following one or ones — used to intro¬ 
duce a list, a quotation, etc. ■ The finalists are the following: 
Mary, James, and George. = The following are the finalists: 
Mary, James, and George. ■ Our address is the following 
[=as follows]: P.O. Box 234,... ■ The following are the 
times of departing trains: 2 p.m., 4 p.m., and 8 p.m. 
foMow—on / l fa:loo,a:n/ noun, pi -ons [count] : something 
that happens or is done to continue or add to something pre¬ 
vious — usually singular ■ The new project is a natural 
follow-on to last year’s success. 

— follow—on adj, always used before a noun • a follow-on 
product 


follow-the-leader (US) or Brit follow-my-leader 

noun [noncount] : a children’s game in which everyone fol¬ 
lows and does what the child who is chosen to be the leader 
does 

fol-low-through /'failou.Oru:/ noun, pi -throughs 

1 [count] sports : the part of a stroke, swing, or kick that hap¬ 
pens after a ball is hit • He has a good backswing, but he’s a 
little weak on the follow-through. 

2 [singular] : the act of completing an action or process ■ He 
makes a lot of promises, but there’s no follow-through. [=he 
does not do what he promises to do] — see also follow 
through at follow 

foMow—Up / l fa:lou,Ap/ noun, pi -ups [count] : something 
that continues or completes a process or activity ■ A week af¬ 
ter the story broke, the newspaper printed a follow-up. 'Asa 
follow-up to last week’s show, tonight we’ll show the other 
side of the story. — see also follow up at follow 

— follow-up adj, always used before a noun ■ After you sub¬ 
mit your job application, you should make a follow-up 
phone call. ■ He had a follow-up appointment a week after 
his surgery. 

foMy /'fa:li/ noun. pl -lies 

1 [noncount] a : the lack of good sense or judgment 
: foolishness ■ the folly of driving fast on steep, winding 
roads ■ his folly in thinking that he would not be noticed ■ 
The folly of such an action should be apparent to everyone, 
b : a foolish act or idea : foolish behavior [noncount] Their 
pranks were just youthful folly. [=the kinds of foolish things 
that young people often do] [count] engaging in youthful 
follies ■ the follies of the modem world 

2 [count] : a very unusual or fancy building that was built in 
a garden for decoration or amusement in the past 

3 follies [plural] chiefly US : a large public show or enter¬ 
tainment with many performers ■ the famous Ziegfeld Follies 
of the 1920s ■ ice follies [=a show with ice-skaters skating to 
music] 

fo-ment /■fou.ment/ verb -merits; -ment«ed; -ment-lng 

[+ obf\ formal: to cause or try to cause the growth or devel¬ 
opment of (something bad or harmful) : incite ■ foment re¬ 
bellion/war/revolution ■ He was accused of fomenting vio¬ 
lence. 

— fo*ment*er noun, pi -ers [count] 
fond /'fa:nd/ adj fond-er; -est 

1 : feeling or showing love or friendship : affectionate ■ a 
fond admirer ■ She still has fond feelings for him. ■ She has 
fond [=cherished, warm] memories of their time together. ■ a 
fond smile ■ Absence makes the heart grow fonder. ■ He 
wished them a fond farewell- 

2 : strongly felt ■ their fondest wishes ■ the fond hope that the 
situation would change 

fond of: having a liking for or love of (someone or some¬ 
thing) ■ She is still fond of him. [=she still likes/loves him] ■ 
She grew quite fond of him. ■ Ymfond of skiing. [=1 like to 
ski; I enjoy skiing] ■ She’s fond of asking silly questions. 
[=she asks a lot of silly questions] 

— fond-ness /'faindnas/ noun [noncount] his parents’ 
fondness affection ] for each other [singular] a fondness 
[-liking] for fine wine 

fon-dle /'faindl/ verb fon-dles; fon-dled; fon-dling {+ 

obj] 

1 : to touch or handle (something) in a gentle way ■ fondle a 
coin ■ She fondled [=caressed] the dog’s ear. 

2 : to touch (someone) in a sexual way ■ She claims that her 
boss tried to fondle her at the office Christmas party. 

fond«ly / l fa:ndli/ adv 

1 : in a loving way ■ She speaks fondly [=,affectionately ] of 
you. ■ She remembers their time together fondly. 

2 : in a hopeful but not reasonable way ■ He fondly [= foolish¬ 
ly 1 imagines that his plan will be a success. 

ton-due /fan'du:, Brit 'fDn,dju:/ noun, pi -dues : a dish that 
people prepare for themselves at the table by putting small 
pieces of food (such as bread, meat, or fruit) in a hot liquid 
(such as melted and flavored cheese or melted chocolate) 
[noncount] dipped his bread into the (cheese) fondue [count] 
dip fruit in melted chocolate to have a chocolate fondue 
1 font /'fa:nt/ noun, pi fonts [count] 

1 religion : a container that holds the water which is used for 
baptizing a child 

2 US : a source from which something comes : fount ■ a 
font of knowledge/wisdom 

— compare 2 font 
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font 


serif type 


sans serif type 

English — 

— roman — 

— English 

English — 

— italic — 

—English 

English — 

— bold — 

— English 


2 font noun, pi fonts [count] technical : a set of letters, num- 
bers, and punctuation marks that are all one size and style ■ 
The book’s small font was difficult to read. ■ a boldface font 

— called also (Brit) fount — compare ‘font 
food /'fu:d/ noun, pi foods 

1 a [noncount] : the things that people and animals eat • a 
farmer who grows his own food ■ drought victims who don’t 
have enough food to eat ■ She gave food and drink to the 
hungry travelers. ■ good/great/delicious food b : a particu¬ 
lar kind of food [noncount] Italian food ■ cat food ■ frozen 
food ■ What is your favorite food! [count] an important food 
■ fruits, vegetables, and other healthy foods ■ frozen foods 

— see also fast food, health food, junk food, whole 

FOOD 

2 [noncount] : substances taken in by plants and used for 
growth ■ plant food 

food for thought: something that should be thought about 
or considered carefully ■ The unexpected test results have 
given us food for thought. 

food bank noun, pi ~ banks [count] US : a place like a 
store that has free food for poor people 
food Chain noun, pi <— chains [count] : a series of types of 
living things in which each one uses the next lower member 
of the series as a source of food — usually used with the ■ 
Sharks eat fish that are lower in the food chain. ■ animals that 
are at the top/bottom of the food chain — often used figura¬ 
tively ■ directors and producers at the top of the Hollywood 
food chain [=very powerful and successful directors and pro¬ 
ducers] ■ the corporate food chain 
food court noun, pi ~ courts [count] : an area within a 
building (such as a shopping mall) where there are many 
small restaurants that share a large area of tables for their 
customers 

food'ie /'fu.di/ noun, pi -ies [count] informal : a person who 
enjoys and cares about food very much ■ The restaurant is 
very popular among foodies. 

food poisoning noun [noncount] : sickness caused by bac¬ 
teria or chemicals in food 

food processor noun, pi ~ -sors [count] : an electric 
kitchen device that is used for cutting and mixing food 

— see picture at KITCHEN 

food Stamp noun, pi ~ stamps [count] US : a small docu¬ 
ment that is given by the government to poor people and 
that can be used to buy food 

food-Stuff /‘fu:d,stAf/ noun , pi -stuffs [count] technical : a 
substance that is used as food ■ grain and other foodstuffs 
[-foods] 

TOOl /'fu:i/ noun, pi fools [count] 

TT a person who lacks good sense or judgment : a stupid or 
silly person ■ those fools who ride motorcycles without wear¬ 
ing helmets ■ Only a fool would ask such a silly question. • 
You’d be a fool to believe what he tells you. • You’re making 
yourself look like a fool. • A fool and his money are soon 
parted. [=a foolish person spends money too quickly on un¬ 
important things] ■ Any fool can see [=anyone can see] that 
he’s lying. ■ I never thought you’d be fool enough to believe 
him. = 1 never thought you’d be enough of a fool to believe 
him. • ( informal ) Only that fool of a brother [=that foolish 
brother] of yours would ask such a silly question! ■ ( infor¬ 
mal ) Some (damn/damned) fool of a driver kept trying to 
pass me! ■ Fools rush In ( where angels fear to tread). [=it is 
foolish to take action if you do not know much about what 
you are doing] ■ (Brit, informal) ( The) more fool you if you 
believe him. = (The) more fool you for believing him. [=you 
would be a fool to believe him] ■ (Brit, informal ) More fool 
him for trusting her. ■ There’s no fool like an old fool. [=a 
foolish old person is especially foolish because an old person 
should have learned from experience not to make the kind 
of mistakes a young person makes] A smart or clever per¬ 
son can be described as no fool or as nobody’s fool. • He may 


not look very smart, but he’s no fool. ■ Don’t try to trick 
her—she’s nobody’s fool. 

2 US, informal : a person who enjoys something very much ■ 
He’s a dancing fool. [=he loves to dance] ■ He’s a fool forcan- 
dy. [=he loves to eat candy] 

3 chiefly Brit : a dessert made with cooked fruit and cream 
or a thick sauce ■ a strawberry fool 

4:JESTER 

act/play the fool : to behave in a silly or foolish way • If you 
keep playing the fool by asking silly questions, people won’t 
take you seriously. 

make a fool of yourself : to behave in a very foolish or silly 
way ■ He got drunk at the party and made a fool of himself. 

■ He’s making afoot of himself over that woman. 

make a fool (out) of : to cause (someone) to look stupid or 
foolish • She made a fool of me by insulting me in front of 
my friends. 

— see also April fools’ day 
2 fool verb fools; fooled; fool-ing 

TTno obj]: to speak or act in a way that is not serious: joke, 
kid ■ I was only fooling. ■ When she first told us that she was 
getting married, we thought she was fooling. 

2 [+ obj] : to make (someone) believe something that is not 
true : to trick (someone) ■ His disguise didn’t fool anybody. ■ 
“He’s an expert in his field.” “Well, you sure could have 
fooled me!” [=1 doubt that he is really an expert in his field] ■ 
He really had me fooled ■ Stop fooling yourself —she doesn't 
really love you. — often + into ■ He fooled me into thinking 1 
could trust him. ■ We were fooled into thinking there was no 
danger. — sometimes used figuratively m fool the eye into see¬ 
ing colors that aren't there 

fool around also Brit fool about [phrasal verb] informal 1 
: to do things that are not useful or serious : to waste time 

■ We fooled around [: -messed around] outdoors for a while, 
but then went inside to get some work done. ■ He decided 
it was time to stop fooling around and settle down and get 
married. ■ Wow, he’s already done everything he promised. 
He doesn’t fool around, does he? [=he gets things done 
quickly] 2 : to have sex with someone who is not your 
husband, wife, or regular partner ■ His wife discovered that 
he was fooling around (on her). {=that he was having sex 
with another woman] — often + with • His wife discovered 
that he was fooling around with his secretary. 3 fool 
around/about with (something) a : to use or do (some¬ 
thing) in a way that is not very serious ■ I’m not really a 
painter; I just like to fool around with paints, b: to handle 
or play with (something) in a careless or foolish way • Stop 
fooling [=fiddling, messing] around with the stereo. ■ Don’t 
fool around with that gun. 

fool with [phrasal verb] informal 1 fool with (something) a 
: to handle or play with (something) in a careless way : to 
fool around with (something) ■ Don’t fool with [=mess with] 
that gun. b : to deal with or be involved with (something 
that causes or that could cause trouble) ■ The company 
doesn’t want to fool with [=mess with, be bothered with] 
small distributors. 2 fool with (someone) : to deal with 
(someone) in a way that may cause anger or violence ■ I 
wouldn’t want to fool with [-mess with] that guy. 

3 fool adj, always used before a noun, US, informal: foolish ■ 
The dog was barking its fool head off. ■ Some fool driver kept 
trying to pass me! 

fool-ery /‘fuilari/ noun [noncount] old-fashioned : foolish or 
silly behavior ■ an amusing bit of foolery 
fool-har-dy / l fu:l,haa<ii/ adj [more most ~] : foolishly 
doing things that are too dangerous or risky ■ a foolhardy ex¬ 
plorer ■ foolhardy investors 

— fool-nar-di-ness /'fudjhaadinas/ noun [noncount] 
fool-ish /'fu:li// adj [more most ~]: having or showing a 

lack of good sense or judgment : stupid, silly ■ a foolish 
decision/mistake ■ He was wearing a foolish grin. ■ She's been 
taking foolish risks. ■ Those flashy clothes make her look 
foolish. ■ She must feel foolish wearing those flashy clothes. ■ 
I never thought you'd be foolish enough to believe him. 

— fool-ish-ly adv He foolishly ignored his parents’ advice. 
— fool-ish-ness noun [noncount] 

fool-proof /'fu:l,pru:f/ adj [more most ~] : done, made, 
or planned so well that nothing can go wrong- foolproof di¬ 
rections ■ a foolproof plan ■ DNA fingerprinting gives police a 
virtually foolproof way to link a suspect to a crime scene, 
fool’s gold noun [noncount] : a mineral that looks like gold 
fool’s paradise noun [singular] : a state of happiness that 
is based on mistaken beliefs or false ideas ■ We are headed 
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for economic trouble, and anyone who thinks otherwise is 
livingin a fool’s paradise. 

foos ball /‘fu:z,ba:l/ noun [ noncount] : a table game resem¬ 
bling soccer in which the ball is moved by turning rods to 
which small figures of players are attached — called also 
(US) table soccer, (Brit) table football 
1 foot /Tut/ noun, pi feet /*fi:t/ 

1 l count] : the part of the leg on which an animal or person 
stands and moves : the part of the leg below the ankle ■ He 
was wearing boots on his feet. • tracks made by the feet of a 
bird ■ standing on one foot ■ The people in the crowd began 
to stamp their feet. ■ She was walking around the house in 
(her) bare feet. [=she was not wearing any shoes or socks] ■ 
She was in her stockinged/stocklng feet. [=she was wearing 
socks but no shoes] ■ It’s a long hike, but we’ll get there if we 
just keep putting one foot In front of the other. [=if we just 
keep walking] ■ Wipe your feet [=rub the bottoms of your 
shoes on the doormat] when you come in. — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ a foot pump [=a pump that is operated 
by being pressed with the foot] • a foot brake • an area that 
gets a lot of foot traffic [=an area where many people walk] 
— see also athlete’s foot, clubfoot, cold feet, flat 

FOOT 

2 pi also foot [count] : a unit of measurement equal to l A 
yard (0.3048 meter) or 12 inches ■ a 10 -foot pole = a pole 10 
feet long ■ He’s six feet tall. ■ He’s six feet, three inches tall. = 
He’s six foot three. • a plant that grows three feet tall = a 
three-^of-tall plant 

3 [singular] a : the lowest part of something : bottom ■ 
They camped at the foot of the mountain. • at the foot of the 
stairs b : the end of something that is opposite to the end 
that is called the head ■ the foot of the bed [=the end where 
your feet are when you are lying on the bed] ■ the foot of the 
table 

4 [count ]: a basic unit of rhythm in a line of poetry made up 
of a group of syllables that are accented in a certain way ■ 
Each line of the poem has five feet. 

at someone’s feet : close to someone’s feet • His dog was 
lying at his feet. — sometimes used figuratively ■ He was 
young and fearless, and he felt the world was at his feet. 
[=felt that he could do great things in the world] ■ She 
claimed that men fell at her feet. [=that men often fell in 
love with her] 

be run/rushed off your feet Brit : to be very busy ■ We are 
run off our feet trying to fill orders. 
drag your feet see ‘drag 

feet of day ❖ A person who was admired in the past but 
who has serious faults or flaws can be described as having 
feet of clay. - a former political leader who turned out to 
have feet of clay 

find your feet : to start to be comfortable in a new situation 
: to begin to be confident or successful • They quickly 
found their feet in their adopted country. ■ I was away for a 
long time, so it will take me a while to find my feet again. 
get/start off on the right foot : to begin a relationship well 
■ I want to get off on the right foot with your parents. 
get/start off on the wrong foot : to begin a relationship 
badly ■ They got off on the wrongfoot when they first met 
and they’ve disliked each other ever since. 
get your feet wet see ‘wet 

get your foot In the door : to make the first step toward a 
goal by gaining entry into an organization, a career, etc. ■ 
He took a job as a secretary to get his foot in the door, 
hand and foot see ‘hand 

have one foot In the grave : to be close to dying because of 
old age or illness 

have/keep your feet on the ground : to be a sensible and 
practical person ■ Even after she became famous, she al¬ 
ways kept her feet on the ground, 
let the grass grow under your feet see ‘grass 
light on your feet see “light 

my foot informal + somewhat old-fashioned — used to ex¬ 
press surprise or disagreement - Fair, myfootl That contest 
wasn’t fair! 

off your feet : not in a standing position : in or into a sitting 
or lying position ■ The blow knocked me off my feet. • The 
doctor suggested that he stay off his feet [=that he avoid 
standing and walking] as much as possible. 
on foot : by walking ■ The refugees traveled on foot, 
on your feet 1 : in a standing position ■ I’ve been on my 
feet all day. ■ He jumped over the wall and landed on his 
feet. • They say that no matter how a cat falls, it always 
manages to land on its feet. ■ By the end of the day the 


workers were dead on their feet. [=very tired but still 
standing, working, etc.] In figurative use, to land on 
your feet or Brit fall on your feet is to be lucky and be in 
good condition or in a good situation after having a bad or 
difficult experience. ■ He lost his job but landed on his feet 
when he was hired by another company just a few days lat¬ 
er. 2 : in a good position or condition • The business is fi¬ 
nally/back on its feet. 3 : in a healthy condition after an 
illness or injury ■ She should be out of the hospital and 
(back) on her feet again in a couple of weeks. 4 : quickly 
and while actively doing something • Good debaters can 
think on their feet. 

put a foot wrong : to make a mistake ■ He never put afoot 
wrong during the campaign. 

put your best foot forward 1 US : to behave very well so 
that someone will like you and approve of you • When I 
visited my girlfriend’s parents I tried to be very polite and 
put my best foot forward. 2 Brit : to try as hard as possible 
to do something difficult • I’ve got to put my best foot for¬ 
ward [=do my bestl to meet this deadline. 
put your feet up informal: to sit and relax : to not work or 
be active • I’m going to go home and put my feet up. 
put your foot down 1 : to deal with someone in a harsh or 
strict way • When my son broke his curfew for the third 
time, I knew it was time to put my foot down. 2 Brit : to 
make a car go faster 

put your foot In your mouth (chiefly US) or put your foot 
In It informal : to say something that causes someone to be 
embarrassed, upset, or hurt especially when you did not 
expect that reaction ■ I really put my foot in it when I asked 
her about her job. I didn’t know she’d just been fired. 
set foot In : to enter (a place) • That was the last time she 
ever set foot in this house. 

set foot on : to walk on (something) • Neil Armstrong was 
the first man to set foot on the surface of the moon. 
shoot yourself In the foot see ‘shoot 
stand on your own two feet : to support yourself without 
help from other people • You can’t live with your parents 
forever. It’s time to get a place of your own and learn to 
stand on your own two feet, 
sweep (someone) off his/her feet see ‘sweep 
the shoe Is on the other foot or Brit the boot Is on the 
other foot — used to say that a situation has changed to 
the opposite of what it was before ■ I used to boss my little 
sister around. Now the shoe is on the other foot. [=now she 
bosses me around] ■ The shoe is on the other foot and he is 
the one asking for help this time, 
fo your feet : to a standing position ■ I got/rose to my feet [=1 
stood up] and left. ■ His inspirational speech brought the 
crowd to its feet. ■ Everyone in the courtroom came to their 
feet when the judge entered. 

fivo left feet A person who dances badly can be described 
as having two left feet. ■ My wife is a good dancer, but I’ve 
got two left feet. 

under your feet chiefly Brit : in the way : underfoot ■ I 
can’t get any work done with those kids under my feet, 
vote with your feet see ‘vote 



2 f00t verb foots; foot*ed; footing 

foot the bill: to pay for something • His parents footed the 
bill for his college education. ■ It was a business lunch, so 
the company is footing the bill. 
foot-age /'futicfe/ noun [noncount] 

1 : scenes or action recorded on Film or video ■ Some dis¬ 
turbing footage of the war was shown on the evening news. 

2 : the size of something measured in feet ■ calculating the 
square footage of the room ^calculating the size of the room 
in square feet] 

foot—and—mouth disease noun [noncount] : a serious 
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and often deadly disease of animals (such as cows and sheep) 
foot-ball /'fut,ba:l/ noun, pi -balls 

1 [i noncount ] : any one of several games in which two teams 
try to get a ball to the goals at each end of a large field: such 
as a US : an American game that is played between two 
teams of 11 players each and in which the ball is moved for¬ 
ward by running or passing ■ He played a lot of football in 
high school and college, b : a similar Canadian game be¬ 
tween two teams of 12 players each c Brit : soccer d Brit 

: RUGBY 

2 [count] : a ball filled with air that is used in the game of 
football — see picture at ball 

political football: an issue that politicians argue about and 
try to use for their advantage • This issue is too important 
to be treated as a political football. 
foot-ball-er /'fu^baiW noun, pi -ers [count] chiefly Brit : a 
person who plays soccer ❖ In U.S. English, a person who 
plays soccer is usually called a soccer player. A person who 
plays American football is called a football player. 
footboard / , fut,boa*d/ noun, pi -boards [count] : an up¬ 
right board at the foot of a bed 

foot-bridge /'fut,bncfe/ noun, pi -bridg-es [count] : a 
bridge for people who are walking ■ We built a wooden foot¬ 
bridge over the creek. 

foot—drag-ging /'fut,dr 2 egiq/ noun [noncount] : failure to 
do something quickly because you do not want to do it ■ bu¬ 
reaucrats criticized for foot-dragging on important issues 
foot-ed /'futad/ adi having a foot or feet of a specified kind 
or number — usually used in combination • a iour-footed an¬ 
imal ■ SXa\-footed • fleet -footed — see also surefooted 
foot-er /'futa7 noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : someone or something that is a specified number of feet 
tall or long — usually used in combination ■ two players on 
the team who are seven-footers ■ The putt was a six-footer. 
[=a six-foot putt] 

2 : a word, phrase, etc., that is placed at the bottom of every 
page of a document — compare header 

foot-fall /'fut,fa:l/ noun, pi -falls [count] literary : the sound 
of a footstep ■ She heard footfalls echoing in the hall, 
foot fault noun, pi ~ faults [count] tennis : the mistake of 
not keeping your feet behind the baseline when you serve 
foot-gear /'fubgia*/ noun [noncount] : footwear • Hikers 
need to wear appropriate footgear. 
foot-hill /'fut,lul/ noun, pi -hills [count] : a hill next to a 
higher mountain or group of mountains — usually plural ■ 
the foothills of the Rockies 
foot-hold /'fut,hould/ noun, pi -holds [count] 

1 : a place where your foot may be placed when you are 
climbing a cliff, a mountain, etc. — compare toehold 1 

2 : a position that makes it possible to begin an activity or ef¬ 
fort • The army gained a foothold on the island. ■ The compa¬ 
ny has secured a foothold in the market. 

foot-ie (Brit) or Australia footy /'futi/ noun [noncount] infor¬ 
mal : SOCCER 

foot-ing /*futiij/ noun 

1 [singular] a : the ability of your feet to stay where you put 
them as you walk, run, etc. ■ The loose stones made it diffi¬ 
cult for me to maintain/keep my footing. [=to avoid slipping 
or falling] ■ He lost his footing and fell down the slope, b 
: the condition of the ground that makes it easy or hard for 
your feet to stay where you put them as you walk or run • Be 
careful. The footing is slippery there. 

2 [singular] a — used to describe the kind of relationship 
that exists between people, countries, etc.; usually used with 
on ■ a nation that is on a friendly footing with its neighbors 
[=a nation that has friendly relations with its neighbors] ■ 
They all started on an equal footing (with one another). = 
They all started on the same footing. [=none of them had an 
advantage when they started] b : the base or foundation on 
which something is established : basis — usually used with 
on ■ put the business on a firm financial footing 

3 [count] : the base or foundation on which a structure is 
built — usually plural ■ the footings of a building/bridge ■ 
pour concrete footings for a garage 

foot-lights /'fut,laits/ noun [plural] : a row of lights across 
the front of a stage floor that shine on the performers 
foot-lock-er /'fut,la:k a*/ noun, pi -ers [count] US : a strong 
box that is kept at the foot of a soldier’s bed and that is used 
for storing personal property 

foot-loose /'fut,lu:s/ adj [more most ~] : able to act or 

move freely : not held back by ties to other people ■ footloose 


bachelors • When she was 20, she was footloose and fancy- 
free, with no family or serious career to tie her down, 
foot-man /'futman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] : a male 
servant who lets visitors into a house and serves food at the 
dinner table 

foot-note /'fut,nout/ noun, pi -notes [count] 

1 : a note with added information that is placed below the 
text on a printed page 

2 : someone or something that is remembered or regarded 
as a minor or unimportant part of an event, work, etc. • a 
movement now regarded as a footnote to history 

— foot-not-ed / l fut,noutad/ adj ■ The book is heavily foot¬ 
noted. [=the book includes many footnotes] 

foot-path /'fut,p£e0, Brit 'fut,pa:0/ noun, pi -paths [count] 

1 : a narrow path that people walk on ■ a footpath winding 
through the garden 

2 Brit : SIDEWALK 

foot-print /'fut,print/ noun, pi -prints [count] 

1 : a track or mark left by a foot or shoe ■ The child left her 
tiny footprints in the snow. ■ He walked into the kitchen with 
his boots on, making/leaving muddy footprints on the floor. 

2 : the amount of space that is covered on a surface by 
something (such as a computer) • The new model has a 
smaller footprint than the older model. 

foot-race /'fut,reis/ noun, pi -rac-es [count] : a running 
race 

fOOt-rest /'fut,rest/ noun, pi -rests [count] : something that 
you put your feet on to raise them off the floor or ground 
when you are sitting ■ a recliner chair with a padded footrest 
attached 

foot-sie also US foot-sy /'futsi/ noun 
play footsie informal 1 : to secretly touch another per¬ 
son’s foot with your own foot as a way of showing sexual 
attraction ■ He was playing footsie with her under the din¬ 
ing room table. 2 : to secretly work with or help someone 
in a way that is dishonest or wrong • world leaders playing 
footsie with terrorists 
foot soldier noun, pi ~ -diers [count] 

1 : a soldier who marches and fights on foot : infantry¬ 
man 

2 : a person who does active and difficult work for an orga¬ 
nization or cause ■ foot soldiers in the war against drugs 

foot-sore /'fut.soa-/ adj [more —; most —] : having feet that 
are sore from walking ■ tired and footsore soldiers 
fOOt-Step /'fut,step/ noun, pi -steps [count] 

1 : a movement made by your foot as you walk or run 
: step ■ She slowly took on e footstep toward the frightened 
animal. 

2 : the distance covered by a step : pace ■ It’s five footsteps 
from the bedroom to the bathroom. 

3 : the sound of a foot making a step — usually plural ■ We 
could hear the approaching footsteps. 

follow in someone’s footsteps : to do the same things that 
another person has done before ■ She followed in her fa¬ 
ther’s footsteps by becoming a doctor, 
foot-stool /'fut,stu:l/ noun, pi -stools [count] : a low, small 
piece of furniture that you can put your feet on when you 
are sitting 

footsy variant spelling of footsie 

foot-wear /*fut,w e&/noun [noncount] : things (such as shoes 
and boots) that are worn on your feet ■ sneakers, loafers, and 
other casual footwear 
foot-work /'fut,wa4c/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the activity of moving or walking from place to place ■ 
The investigation required a lot of footwork. 

2 : movement of the feet in a sport, dance, etc. ■ He used 
quick footwork to dodge his opponent. ■ The tango involves 
some fancy footwork. 

3 : active and skillful movement or activity to achieve a goal 
■ He knows that getting enough votes for the proposal is go¬ 
ing to require some fancy political footwork. 

footy Australia spelling of footie 

fop /'fa:p/ noun, pi fops [count] old-fashioned + disapproving 
: a man who cares too much about how he looks or dresses ■ 
He’s an eccentric fop. 

— fop-pish /'faipijy adj [more most ~] ■ foppish fashions 
1 for /'foas fa*/ prep 

1 a — used to indicate the place someone or something is 
going to or toward ■ He just left for the office. ■ We’re head- 
ing for home. ■ When’s the next train for [=to] London? b — 
used to indicate the person or thing that something is sent or 
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given to ■ Are there any letters for me? ■ This present is for 
you. • She baked a cake ./or me. 

2 a — used to indicate the thing that something is meant to 
be used with ■ There's a separate slot for out-of-town mail. ■ 
Are these the tires for this car? ■ The scenery for the play is 
beautiful. ■ This food is ./or the party, b — used to indicate 
the person or type of person who should use or have some¬ 
thing ■ The store sells suits for tall men. ■ This is just right/or 
me. ■ That job is not for me. [=that job would not suit me] ■ 
Who’s the best/right person for the job? 

3 a — used to indicate the use of something ■ an instrument 
for measuring speed b — used to indicate why something is 
done ■ She’s dressing/or dinner. ■ Squirrels were storing nuts 
for the winter. ■ He’s making plans for retirement. ■ studying 
for examinations ■ They shouted the news for all to hear. [=so 
that all could hear it] 

4 — used to indicate the person that a statement refers to ■ 
Seeing her again must be difficult for him. — often followed 
by to + verb ■ It’s time for us to get busy. ■ For him to confess 
would be painful. ■ That’s too heavy for you to carry. • ( chief¬ 
ly US) I’d hat efor you to miss the show. [=I’d hate it if you 
missed the show] 

5 a : in order to help or cause (something) ■ We are working 
for the good of humanity. ■ This is for your own good. [=to 
help you] ■ They believe that they are acting for the best. 
[=they are doing what is best] b : in order to get (some¬ 
thing) • For more information, call our main office. ■ Every¬ 
body ran for safety/shelter when the shooting started. 

6 : in favor of (someone or something) ■ Which candidate 
are you for? ■ You’re either for [-with] me or you're against 
me. ■ the cas efor and the case against disarmament ■ I am all 
for ^completely in favor of] freedom of speech. 

7 : because of (something) ■ He shouted for joy. ■ He wept/br 
sorrow. ■ He was decorated for bravery. 

8 — used to indicate the person or thing toward which feel¬ 
ings, thoughts, etc., are directed ■ He was hungry for praise. ■ 
They are longing for home. ■ I can’t help feeling sorry for 
him. ■ She has a taste for spicy food. [=she enjoys spicy food] 

9 a — used to indicate an amount of time or space ■ You can 
see for miles from the top of the hill. ■ She won’t be here for 
long. ■ She won t get here for hours (yet). • We’re staying 
there for the summer, b — used to indicate the time when 
something happens or will happen ■ The wedding is planned 
for next April. ■ We’ve invited her for 8 p.m. c — used to in¬ 
dicate the time that a statement refers to ■ That’s all for now/ 
today. 

10 a : in place of (someone or something else) : instead of 
(someone or something else) ■ Would you go to the store for 
me? ■ Johnson is now batting/or Smith, b : as a representa¬ 
tive of (someone) ■ His lawyer will act for him in this affair. ■ 
I’m sure I speak for everyone here when I say “Well Done!” 
C : in order to help or serve (someone or something) ■ What 
else can I do for you? ■ Let me carry that for you. ■ They 
fought and died for their country. 

11 : in order to cure or treat (an illness, ipjury, disease, etc.) 
■ You should take something/or that cough. 

12 — used to indicate the amount or value of something ■ a 
check for $100 

13 — used to indicate the meaning of a word ■ The French 
word for “good” is “bon.” 

14 — used to indicate the food that is eaten at a meal ■ I or¬ 
dered eggs for breakfast. ■ What did you have for dinner? 

15 : as an employee, member, player, etc., of (something) ■ 
She works for the government. ■ He plays for Denver. 

16 chiefly US : with the name of (someone) ■ He was named 
for [= qfter\ his grandfather. [=he was given the same name as 
his grandfather] 

17 — used to indicate the parts of a list or series ■ For one 
thing, we have no money; for another, we have no time. ■ 
People don’t buy it because, for one thing, the price is too 
high. 

18 — used to refer to something that is surprising or unex¬ 
pected when compared to something else ■ He's tall for his 
age. [=he is taller than you would expect someone his age to 
be] ■ It’s been very cool for May. * That was a good score for 
him. = For him, that was a good score. 

19 — used to indicate the relationship between numbers or 
amounts that are being compared ■ For every good writer 
there are a dozen bad ones. 

20 — used in various emphatic phrases ■ / for one will vote 
for him. [=1 will definitely vote for him] ■ For the last time, 
will you stop that noise! ■ I wish you’d be sensible for once, 
for all 1 : in spite of (something) ■ You don’t convince me 


for all your clever arguments. ■ For all his education, he’s 
pretty dumb when it comes to home repair. 2 — used in 
phrases like for all someone knows and for all someone 
cares to say that someone does not know, care, etc., about 
something ■ For all l know , she’s still there. [=she may still 
be there, but I don't know] ■ For all he cares , we might as 
well be dead! [=he doesn’t care if we’re dead or not] 
for ever (and ever) see ever 
for real sec ’real 
if not for see x if 

In for informal: certain to experience (something) ■ She’s in 
for a big surprise. 

in for it or Brit for It informal: certain to be punished ■ If his 
parents find out what he's done, he’ll be in for it. 

In order for see ’order 

not for (someone) to do something : not the right or duty 
of (someone) to do something ■ It is not for you to say that 
she can’t go. [=it is not appropriate for you to say she can’t 
go; you cannot decide that she cannot go] 
once and for all see ’once 

that’s/there's .. . for you informal — used say that some¬ 
thing is very good, very disappointing, or very common • 
They brought me the package on Christmas Day! Now 
that’s real service for you! [^bringing the package on Christ¬ 
mas Day was excellent service] ■ They didn’t even send me 
a Christmas card! There’s gratitude for youl [=they were 
very ungrateful not to send me a Christmas card] ■ He stays 
up late, playing video games and listening to music. That’s 
a teenager for you. [=that’s how a typical teenager behaves] 

2 for coni, formal + literary : because — used to introduce a 
statement that explains why a preceding statement is true ■ 
They were certainly there, for I saw them, 
fora plural of forum 

Nonage /'foncfe/ verb -ag-es; -aged; -ag-ing [no obj] 

1 of an animal: to eat growing grass or other plants : graze 
■ The cows were foraging in the pasture. 

2 : to search for something (such as food or supplies) " He 
had to forage for firewood. ■ squirrels foraging for acorns 

— f or-ag-er noun, pi -era [count] 

2 forage noun [noncount ] : grasses and other plants that are 
eaten by animals (such as cows) ■ The grass serves a s forage 
for livestock. ■ a good forage crop 
for*ay /'fo^ei/ noun, pi -ays [count] 

1 : a sudden invasion or attack : raid ■ a foray into enemy 
territory 

2 : an attempt to do something especially for the first time ■ 
This book marks the novelist’s first foray into nonfiction. 
[=his first attempt at writing nonfiction] 

3 : a short journey ■ We made a quick foray into town for 
some supplies. 

1 for-bear /foa^'bea■/ verb -bears; -bore /-'boa'/; -borne 
/-'boa'll/; -beavAnq formal: to choose not to do (something 
that you could do): to avoid doing or saying (something) [+ 
obj] He carefully forbore any mention of her name for fear of 
upsetting them. ■ We decided to forbear provoking him any 
further, [no obj] We decided to forbear from provoking him 
any further. ■ H e forebore to mention her name. 

— forbearing adj [more most —] ■ He was very forbearing 
toward them. [=he treated them in a very patient way] 

2 forbear variant spelling Of forebear 
for-bear-anCG /foa^berans/ noun [noncount] formal : the 
quality of someone who is patient and able to deal with a dif¬ 
ficult person or situation without becoming angry ■ He 
showed great forbearance in his dealings with them, 
for-bid /fa^bid/ verb -bids; -bade /-'bsed, -'beid/ or -bad 
/-'bad/; -bid-den /-'bidp/; -bid-ding [+ obj] 

1 : to order (someone) not to do something ■ I forbid you to 
go! ■ She was forbidden by her parents to marry him. ■ She 
was forbidden from marrying him. 

2 formal : to say that (something) is not allowed ■ The muse¬ 
um forbids flash photography. ■ The company’s rules forbid 
dating among employees. 

God/heaven forbid — used in speech to say that you hope a 
bad thing will not happen ■ This is the number you should 
call if, God forbid, you should get into an accident. ■ Heav¬ 
en forbid that something bad should happen, 
forbidden adi : not permitted or allowed • Smoking is for- 
bidden. • forbidden foods ■ a forbidden pleasure 
forbidden fruit noun, pi ~ fruits [count]: something that 
is attractive because it is not allowed ■ For dieters, dessert be¬ 
comes a/the forbidden fruit. 

forbidding adi [more most ; not friendly or appealing 
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: having a frightening or threatening appearance ■ a harsh 
and forbidding landscape ■ aforbidding scowl 

- for*bld*ding*ly adv • a forbiddingly harsh landscape ■ He 
scowled forbiddingly. 

1 force /'fogs/ noun, pi torches 

1 [noncount] : physical strength, power, or effect ■ The front 
of the car took the full force of the collision. ■ instruments 
used to measure the force of the wind 

2 [j noncount ] : power or violence usad on a person or thing ■ 
The police were accused of using excessive force when they 
made the arrest. ■ We discourage the use of force. • a show of 
force ■ He used brute force to open the door. ■ He took the 
purse from her by force. [=he used physical power to take 
her purse] ■ He feels that this conflict can only be resolved by 
force of arms. [=by using weapons; by military action] 

3 [noncount] : strength or power that is not physical ■ I was 
impressed by the force of her personality. »lending force to 
his arguments [=making his arguments more effective/per¬ 
suasive] • These regulations do not have the force of law. 
[=they do not have the power that laws have] ■ She succeeded 
by/through sheer force of will. [=because she was so deter¬ 
mined to succeed] ■ Through/By force of circumstances) 
[=because of conditions that cannot be controlled], the com¬ 
pany has had to lay off several hundred workers. ■ Even after 
he retired, he still woke up early every day by/from force of 
habit. [=he woke up early every day because he was in the 
habit of doing so] 

4 technical : a natural power or effect that is able to change 
the speed or direction of something [noncount] the force of 
gravity [count] gravitational/electromagnetic forces — see 
also CENTRIFUGAL FORCE 

5 [count] : something (such as rain or wind) that occurs in 
nature and that can be very powerful — usually plural ■ The 
cliff was gradually eroded by the forces of nature. • natural 
forces — sometimes used figuratively ■ She gets people to do 
whatever she wants: she’s a force of nature. [=she’s a very 
powerful person who cannot be easily controlled] 

6 [count] a : a group of soldiers trained to fight in a war ■ a 
force of 20,000 soldiers ■ He belonged to an elite fighting 
force. • The enemy forces had us surrounded. ■ ground forces 

■ allied/rebel forces — see also air force b [count] : a 
group of people who do a particular job or are available for a 
particular purpose ■ our country’s labor/work force ■ The 
company has a very large sales force. ■ security forces — see 
also task force c the Force informal: police force ■ 
After graduating from high school, he joined the Force, d 
the forces Brit: armed forces ■ Will the new defense pol¬ 
icy weaken the forces'} 

7 [count]: a person or group that has the power to do some¬ 
thing or make something happen ■ The organization has 
been a strong force for good. [=has done a lot of good things] 

■ He has been the driving/motivating force behind these 
changes. [=he has been the person who has caused these 
changes to occur] ■ He has become a force to be reckoned 
with [=a person who has power and influence] in politics. 

8 — used to describe the strength of a wind ■ damage caused 
by a force 9 gale ■ The house was flattened by hurricane-force 
winds. ■ Storm-force winds [=very strong winds] are expected 
tonight. 

9 [count] baseball : force-out ■ a force at second base 

in force 1 : in large numbers ■ Picnickers were out in force 
today. [=there were many picnickers out today] 2 of a 
law, rule, etc. : actually working or operating ■ The ban re¬ 
mains in force. [=in effect] • The resolution remains In full 
force. 

Into force : into the condition of actually working or oper¬ 
ating ■ The law came/went into force [=into effect] last year. 
■ The regulations have not yet been put/brought into force. 
Join forces also combine forces : to begin working togeth¬ 
er in order to achieve something ■ We must all join forces to 
prevent violence. — often + with • The company has joined 
forces with local environmental groups. 
moving force see movino 

- see also tour de force 

2 force verb forces; forced; forcing [+ obj] 

1 : to make (someone) do something that he or she does not 
want to do ■ They forced us to work long hours without pay. 

■ He was forced to resign from office. = He was forced out of 
office. ■ I really have to force myself [=to make a great effort] 
to get up and go to work these days. 

2 a : to make it necessary for (someone) to do something ■ 
The flooding forced hundreds of residents to flee their homes. 

■ After seeing the evidence, I was forced to admit my error. ■ I 


am forced to conclude that more funding will be necessary. ■ 
The pilot was forced to land when one of the plane’s engines 
caught fire, b : to make (something) necessary » The scan¬ 
dal forced his resignation. ■ Lack of time may eventually 
force a compromise, c : to cause the occurrence of (some¬ 
thing that other people do not want to happen) • They are 
trying to force a vote on this issue. 

3 a : to move (someone or something) by physical effort ■ 
The runner was forced out of bounds. • Their car was forced 
off the road. ■ After hours of fighting, they were able to force 
back the enemy. ■ The pressure forces the water to the sur¬ 
face. • A pump forces air into the chamber. ■ The medicine 
tasted awful, but I managed to force It down. [=to swallow it 
by making an effort] ■ If the key doesn’t fit the lock, don’t 
force It. [=don’t use too much physical strength to make the 
key go into the lock] b : to cause (something) to open by 
using physical effort or violence • They forced (open) the 
door. ■ It was clear that the door/lock had been forced. 

4 : to produce (something, such as a smile) by making an ef¬ 
fort ■ She forced a smile. 

5 baseball: to cause (a runner) to be put out by means of a 
force-out ■ He was forced (out) at second base. 

force on/upon [phrasal verb] force ( someone or something ) 
on/upon (someone) : to cause (someone or something that 
is not wanted) to be accepted by (someone) ■ They resent 
having these decisions forced on them. ■ I don’t like the 
way he keeps forcing himself on us. [=the way he keeps 
coming to be with us when we do not want to be with him] 
force someone’s hand : to make it necessary for someone 
to do something ■ She’d intended to postpone her decision, 
but events forced her hand. 

force (something) down someone’s throat see throat 
force the Issue see 'issue 

force your way : to move ahead by pushing and making 
people move out of your way ■ They forced their way into 
the room. ■ He forced his way through the crowd. 

forced /■foast/ adj 

1 a : caused by necessity ■ The plane had engine problems 
and had to make a forced landing in a field. [=the plane was 
forced to land in a field] b : obtained by using power or 
force • a forced confession 

2 : done with effort: not natural or sincere ■ forced laughter 
forced labor noun [noncount] 

1 : very hard physical work that someone is forced to do ■ 
The prisoners endured years of forced labor. 

2 : a group of people who are made to work very hard for no 
money; also : a system that allows this ■ The railroad was 
built with/by forced labor. 

force—feed verb -feeds; -fed; -feeding [+ obj] 

1 : to make (a person or animal) eat by physically putting 
food down the throat 

2 : to force (someone) to read, listen to, or learn (something) 
• force-feed students the classics = force-feed the classics to 
students 

force field noun, pi ~ fields [count] chiefly US : an area in 
which a particular force (such as magnetism) exists and can 
be felt — often used figuratively ■ No one could break 
through the protective force field legislators put up around 
the proposed bill. 

force*f III /'foasfal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : having a strong and confident quality ■ He has a very 
forceful personality. ■ She’s a confident and forceful leader. 

2 : expressed in a way that is effective and that influences 
people’s thoughts and ideas ■ They have made a forceful ar¬ 
gument in favor of changing the system. 

3 : done with military or physical force ■ The government 
has threatened to use more forceful measures if necessary. 

— force*fuMy adv ■ speaking forcefully — force*ful*ness 
noun [noncount] • the forcefulness of her argument/person¬ 
ality 

force—OUt / l foa , s,aut/ noun, pi -outs [count] baseball : a 
play in which a runner who is forced to run to the next base 
is put out when the player who has the ball touches the base 
■ a force-out at second base — called also force, force play 
for*ceps /'foa^seps/ noun, pi forceps [count] : a medical 
tool that is used for grasping or holding things ■ He removed 
the splinter with a (pair of) forceps. — usually plural ■ He re¬ 
moved the splinter with forceps. • a forceps delivery/birth [=a 
birth/delivery in which forceps are used to help deliver the 
baby] 

forcible /'foasabal/ adj : made or done by physical force 
or violence ■ the forcible removal of the rioters ■ ( chiefly US) 
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The door showed signs of forcible entry. [=the door looked as 
if someone had forced it open] 

— forc-i-bly /'foa-sabli/ adv ■ The rioters were forcibly re¬ 
moved from the scene. 

1 ford /'fosrd/ verb fords; ford-ed; ford-ing [+ obj] ; to cross 
(an area of water) by walking or riding across a shallow part 

■ ford a river/stream 

— ford-able /'foa-dabal/ adj ■ a. fordable river 

2 ford noun, pi fords [count] : a shallow part of a river, stream, 
etc., that may be crossed by walking or driving across it 
1 fore / l fo?h/ noun 

to the fore : in or into a place of importance ■ The recent 
publicity has brought the issue to the fore. [=has brought a 
great deal of attention to the issue] ■ The issue has come to 
the fore. 

2 fore adv : toward or at the front part of a boat, ship, or air¬ 
plane ■ The plane’s exits are located fore and aft. — compare 
‘aft 

3 fore adj : located at the front of a boat, ship, or airplane ■ the 
fore and aft cabins/exits 
fore- combining form 

1 : earlier ■ fore see 

2 a : located at the front ■ the dog’s foreleg b : front or low¬ 
er part of (something specified) ■ She bruised her fore arm. 

1 fore-arm noun, pi -arms [count] : the part of the 

arm between the elbow and the wrist — see picture at hu¬ 
man 

2 forearm /foa-Wm/ verb -arms; -armed; -arm-ing 

forewarned is forearmed see forewarn 
fore-bear also for-bear f'fo& t be&/ noun, pi -bears [count] 
formal : a member of your family in the past : ancestor ■ 
His forebears fought in the American Civil War. 
fore-bod-ing /foa^boudii)/ noun, pi -ings : a feeling that 
something bad is going to happen [noncount] She was filled 
with a sense of foreboding, [count] It seems that her forebod¬ 
ings were justified. 

1 fore-cast /'foa^kaest, Brit *fo:,ka:st/ verb -casts; -cast also 
-cast-ed; -cast-ing [+ obj] : to say that (something) will 
happen in the future : to predict (something, such as weath¬ 
er) after looking at the information that is available ■ They're 
forecasting rain for this weekend. ■ The company is forecast¬ 
ing reduced profits. ■ Experts forecast that the economy will 
slow in the coming months. 

— fore-cast-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ weather forecasters ■ 
economic forecasters 

forecast noun, pi -casts [count] : a statement about what 
you think is going to happen in the future ■ weather forecasts 

■ economic forecasts 

fore-cas-tle /'fouksal/ noun, pi -cas-tles [count] technical 
: the front part of the upper deck of a ship where the sailors 
usually live 

fore-close /foa^'klouz/ verb -clos-es; -closed; -clos-ing 

: to take back property because the money owed for the 
property has not been paid [no obj] They’ve been unable to 
make their mortgage payments, and the bank has threatened 
to foreclose. — often + on ■ The bank has threatened to fore¬ 
close on their property/mortgage. [+ obj] The bank has 
threatened to foreclose their mortgage. 

— fore-clo-sure /foa^klousa■/ noun, pi -sures [count, non¬ 
count] 

fore-COurt /'foa'.koa't/ noun, pi -courts [count] 

1 : the area near the net in tennis 

2 chiefly Brit : a large, flat, open area in front of a building 
fore-doomed /foa-'duimd/ adj, formal : certain to fail ■ 

Their efforts were foredoomed to failure, 
fore-fa-ther /'foa'ifaiba 1 / noun, pi -thers [count] 

1 : a person (especially a man) who was in your family in 
past times : ancestor — usually plural ■ The town is 
named after one of his forefathers. 

2 : a person (especially a man) from an earlier time who 
helped to create or start something modem or important — 
usually plural ■ our country’s forefathers 

fore-fin-ger /'foaifirjga 1 / noun, pi -gers [count] : the finger 
that is next to the thumb — called also index finger, see pic¬ 
ture at human 

fore-foot /'foa^fut/ noun, pi -feet /-,fi:t/ [count] : either one 
of the front feet of a four-footed animal 
fore-front /'foa^fr/vnt/ noun, pi -fronts [count] : the most 
important part or position — usually singular ■ Their com¬ 
pany is at/in the forefront of research in this area. [=their 
company is a leader in research in this area] ■ The discussion 


has brought the issue of health care to the forefront. [=has 
made the issue very important or well-known] 
foregather variant spelling of FORGATHER 
forego variant spelling of forgo 

fore-go-ing /foa'gowii]/ adj, formal : already mentioned ■ 
The foregoing [preceding, above] examples illustrate my 
point. 

the foregoing formal : the things that have just been men¬ 
tioned ■ It should be clear from the foregoing that a new 
system is needed. 

fore-gone /'ioz^ga.n/ adj 

a foregone conclusion : something in the future that is 
certain to happen or be true ■ It was a foregone conclusion 
that he would take over the business after his father re¬ 
tired. ■ Most people felt that the outcome of the trial was a 
foregone conclusion. [=they felt sure that the trial would 
end in a certain way] 

1 fore-ground /'fo^graund/ noun, pi -grounds 

1 [count] : the part of a scene or picture that is nearest to and 
in front of the viewer — usually singular ■ Objects in the 
foreground seem larger than those in the background. 

2 [singular] : an important position ■ We want the issue to be 
in the foreground. 

2 fore-ground verb -grounds; -ground-ed; -ground-ing 

[+ obj] : to make (something) more important ■ Public dis¬ 
cussion has foregrounded the issue of health care, 
fore-hand /'foa-jhaend/ noun, pi -hands [count] sports : a 
way of hitting a ball in tennis and similar games in which the 
palm of the hand holding the racket is turned in the direc¬ 
tion of the ball • She hit a forehand across the court. — often 
used before another noun ■ a forehand stroke/shot 

— compare backhand 

fore-head /'foa^hed, 'farad/ noun, pi -heads [count] : the 
part of the face above the eyes — see picture at FACE 
for-efgn /'foran/ adj 

1 : located outside a particular place or country and espe¬ 
cially outside your own country ■ They’ve visited several for¬ 
eign countries. ■ a foreign correspondent [=a journalist who 
reports from a foreign country] 

2 : coming from or belonging to a different place or country 

■ We don’t get many foreign visitors. ■ Have you studied any 
foreign languages? ■ She has a foreign accent. • a foreign-bom 
resident [=a resident who was bom in a foreign country] 

3 : relating to or dealing with other nations • matters of for¬ 
eign policy ■ the ministry of foreign affairs ■ foreign aid/trade 

— see also foreign office 

4 : coming from outside : not normally found in the place or 
part where it is located ■ Dust and other foreign bodies can ir¬ 
ritate the eyes. ■ The sample contained a foreign object. 

5 [more —; most ~] : not known or familiar ■ a foreign con¬ 
cept — often + to ■ That concept is completely foreign to me. 

■ That \s foreign to my experience. 

— for-eign-ness /'forannas/ noun [noncount] ■ the foreign 
ness of this concept 

for-eign-er /'forana■/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who is 
from a country that is not your own 
foreign exchange noun [noncount] finance 

1 : the process by which people in different countries pay 
each other by exchanging different types of money 

2 : money from foreign countries ■ Our country has to ex¬ 
port more in order to earn more foreign exchange. 

Foreign Legion noun 

the Foreign Legion : a part of the French Army that is 
made up of soldiers who are not French 

Foreign Office noun 

the Foreign Office : a government department especially in 
Great Britain that deals with foreign affairs 4- The official 
name of the British Foreign Office is now the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office. 

Foreign Secretary noun, pi ~ -taries [count] Brit : the 
official in Great Britain and other countries who is in charge 
of how the country relates to and deals with foreign coun¬ 
tries 

Foreign Service noun 

the Foreign Service : a part of the U.S. State Department 
that hires people (such as diplomats) to represent the gov¬ 
ernment in foreign countries 

fore-know-ledge /'foa^naihcfe/ noun [noncount] formal 
: knowledge of something before it happens or exists ■ He 
denied any foreknowledge of the crime, 
fore-leg /'foa-jleg/ noun, pi -legs [count] : a front leg of an 
animal 
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fore-lock /'to;>,la:k/ noun, pi -locks [count] : a piece of hair 
growing from the front of the head 

tug/touch your forelock Brit, disapproving : to be too con¬ 
cerned with pleasing someone who you think is powerful 
or important 

fore*man /'foaman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] 

1 : the member of a jury who is the leader 

2 : a person who is in charge of a group of workers Fore¬ 
man can refer to women as well as men, but it is more com¬ 
monly used for men. 

1 fore-most /‘foaimoust/ adj : most important • He is the 
foremost [= leading ] authority/scholar on the American Civil 
War period. ■ Safety is their foremost [- primary ] concern. 

2 foremost adv 

1 : in the first or most important position ■ The building's de¬ 
signers put safety foremost. [=(more commonly) first] 

2 : at the most basic or important level ■ Though he has 
many other interests, he is foremost [^primarily] an authority 
on the American Civil War period. 

first and foremost see 2 first 

fore-name /'foa^neim/ noun, pi -names [count] chiefly Brit, 
formal : first name 
fo-ren-sic /fa'rcnsrk/ acfi, law 

1 : relating to the use of scientific knowledge or methods in 
solving crimes ■ forensic medicine ■ forensic science/experts 

2 somewhat formal : relating to, used in, or suitable to a 
court of law ■ a lawyer’s forensic skills [=a lawyer’s skills at 
arguing a case in a court of law] 

fO-ren-siCS /fa'rcnsiks/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the study or science of solving crimes by using scientific 
knowledge or methods ■ a career in forensics 

2 : the results of a scientific test done to help solve a crime ■ 
The forensics showed he was at the scene of the crime. 

fore-play /‘foa^plei/ noun [noncount] : sexual actions (such 
as kissing and touching) that people do with each other be¬ 
fore they have sex 

fore-run-ner /•foa'irAna-/ noun, pi -ners [count] 

1 : someone or something that comes before another ■ a sim¬ 
ple machine that was the forerunner of today’s computers 

2 : a sign of something that is going to happen • I had that 
strange feeling that’s the forerunner of a cold. 

fore-see /fo^'si:/ verb -sees; -saw /-'sa:/; -seen /-‘si:n/; 
-seeding [+ obf] somewhat formal : to see or become aware 
of (something that has not yet happened) ■ We couldn’t have 
foreseen the consequences of our actions. ■ He foresees a day 
when all war will cease. • She foresaw the company’s poten¬ 
tial and invested early on. 

— fore-see-able /foa^skjabal/ adj • a foreseeable conse¬ 
quence ■ We have no plans to sell our house in/for the fore¬ 
seeable future. [=soon] 

fore-shad-OW /fo^'Jaedou/ verb -shad-ows; -shad¬ 
owed; -shad-ow-ing [+ obf] : to give a suggestion of 
(something that has not yet happened) • Her early interest in 
airplanes foreshadowed her later career as a pilot. ■ The he¬ 
ro’s predicament is foreshadowed in the first chapter. 

— foreshadowing noun, pi -Ings [count, noncount] • The 

first chapter contains foreshadowings of what will happen 
later. , 

fore-short-en /fo^'/oMn/ verb -ens; -ened; -en-ing [+ 
obf] 

1 : to cause (something) to appear shorter than it really is 
because it is in the foreground of a drawing, painting, etc. • 
The parts that extend towards the viewer are foreshortened. 

2 somewhat formal : to make (something) shorter ■ His ath¬ 
letic career was foreshortened [=(more commonly ) shortened, 
cut short] by a knee injury. 

fore-sight /'foa^sait/ noun [noncount] : the ability to see 
what will or might happen in the future ■ They had the fore- 
sight to invest the money wisely. ■ His career choice shows a 
lack of foresight. 

— fore-sight-ed /'foer.saitsd/ adj [more most ~] •fore- 
sighted investors/investments — fore-slght-ed-ness 
noun [noncount] 

fore-skin / , fo 0 ',skm/ noun, pi -skins [count] : a fold of skin 
that covers the end of the penis 
for-est /'forast/ noun, pi -ests : a thick growth of trees and 
bushes that covers a large area [count] a vast forest [non¬ 
count] Fires destroyed acres of forest. — often used before 
another noun ■ forest fires • the forest floor — often used fig¬ 
uratively • The candidate was surrounded by a forest of mi¬ 
crophones. — see color picture on page C7; see also RAIN 

FOREST 


not see the forest for the trees see tree 
fore-stall /foa J sta:l/ verb -stalls; -stalled; -stall-ing [+ 

obf] 

1 : to stop (something) from happening or to cause (some¬ 
thing) to happen at a later time ■ Negotiations failed to fore¬ 
stall the conflict. ■ His comments were meant to forestall crit¬ 
icism of his proposal. 

2 : to act before (someone else) in order to prevent some¬ 
thing ■ He forestalled critics by offering a defense of the 
project. 

for-est-ed /*forastad/ adj [more most ~] : covered or 
filled with trees ■ a heavily forested [=wooded] area 
for-est-er /'forasta 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a person whose 
job is to take care of forests by planting trees, cutting down 
trees, etc. 

forest green noun [noncount] chiefly US : a dark green 
— see color picture on page C2 
forest ranger noun, pi ~ -ers [count] us : ranger l 
for-est-ry /'forastri/ noun [noncount] : the science and prac¬ 
tice of caring for forests • She studied forestry in college, 
fore-taste /'foa^teist/ noun, pi -tastes [count] somewhat 
formal : a small or short experience of something that will 
not be fully experienced until later ■ The sudden cold snap 
gave us a foretaste [=taste] of winter. ■ These layoffs are only 
a foretaste of what’s to come. 

fore-tell /foa^'tel/ verb -tells; -told /-'tould/; -tell-ing [+ 

obf] formal + literary : to describe (something) before it hap¬ 
pens : predict • We cannot foretell the future. • Economists 
foretold impending disaster. 

fore-thought /'foa-iGait/ noun [noncount]: careful thinking 
or planning about the future • Her decision showed a lack of 
forethought. • With a little forethought, you can save yourself 
a lot of work later on. 

1 for-ev-er /fa'revay adv 

1 a : for an endless time : for all time • He promised he’d 
love her forever. [=etemally] • She was convinced that she 
would li ve forever. b : for a very long time ■ I’ve been wait¬ 
ing forever for the doctor. 

2 : at all times : constantly ■ a dog that was forever chas¬ 
ing cars ■ He’s forever asking silly questions. 

for ever (and ever) see ever 

2 forever noun [noncount] : an extremely long time : a time 
that seems to last forever ■ After what seemed lik e forever, I 
was able to see the doctor. ■ It took forever to find his keys, 
fore-warn /foa^'woan/ verb -warns; -warned; -warn-ing 
[+ obf] : to warn (someone) before something happens — 
usually used as (be) forewarned • They had been forewarned 
of the danger. ■ Be forewarned: there will be a test on Mon¬ 
day. The expression forewarned is forearmed means that 
when you are warned about something, you are prepared to 
deal with it. 

fore-WO-man /'foa^wuman/ noun, pi -wo-men /-,wiman/ 
[count] : a woman who is the leader of a jury 
fore-word /'foa,wad/ noun, pi -words [count]: a section at 
the beginning of a book that introduces the book and is usu¬ 
ally written by someone other than the book’s author 

1 for-feit /'foatfat/ verb -felts; -feit-ed; -feit-ing : to lose or 
give up (something) as a punishment or because of a rule or 
law [+ obf] He forfeited his right to a trial by jury. ■ If the 
money is not claimed within six months, it will b e forfeited to 
the town. [=the owner of the money will lose any right to it] ■ 
They didn’t have enough players, so they ended up having to 
forfeit the game (to the other team), [no obf] They didn’t 
have enough players, so they ended up having to forfeit. 

2 forfeit noun, pi -felts : something that is lost or given up as 
punishment or because of a rule or law [count] — usually 
singular • The judge declared the property a forfeit. • They 
were required to pay a forfeit, [noncount] We won the game 
by forfeit. [=we won because the other team forfeited the 
game] 

3 forfeit adj, not used before a noun, formal : given up or taken 
away as a punishment or because of a rule or law ■ If the 
money is not claimed within six months, it will be forfeit to 
the town. [=the owner of the money will lose any right to it, 
and it will be given to the town] 
for-fei-tlire /■foafatfa 1 / noun, pi -tures [count, noncount] 
law : the act of giving up something as punishment or be¬ 
cause of a rule or law : the act of forfeiting something •for¬ 
feiture of assets ■ money subject to forfeiture 
for-aath-er or fore-gath-er /fo^'gasaa 1 / verb -ers; -ered; 
-ering [no obf] formal : to come together as a group : Gath- 
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er ■ Members of the organization are planning to forgather 
in the city for their annual meeting, 
forgave past tense of forgive 
1 forge /'fo^<fe/ verb forgoes; forged; forg-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to form something by heating and shaping metal • forging 
hooks out of pieces of iron = forging pieces of iron into 
hooks 

2 : to form or create (something, such as an agreement or re¬ 
lationship) through great effort ■ The two countries have 
forged a strong alliance. ■ They were able to forge a peaceful 
relationship. 

3 : to make or copy (something, such as a document or sig¬ 
nature) falsely in order to deceive someone ■ forge a check ■ 
forge a signature ■ & forged passport 

— compare 3 forge 

— forg-er noun, pi -ers [count] • a check forger ■ a profes¬ 
sional art forger 

2 forge noun, pi forges [count] : a place where objects are 
made by heating and shaping metal 
3 forge verb forges; forged; forgoing [no obj\ 

1 : to move forward slowly and steadily ■ The hikers forged 
through the snow. — usually + ahead ■ The ship forged 
ahead through heavy seas. 

2 : to move with a sudden increase of speed and power ■ On 
the last lap, he forged into the lead. — often + ahead ■ The 
company has forged ahead of its competitors. 

-compare ’forge 

forg-ery /'fo^cfeari/ noun, pi -er-les 

1 [noncount] : the crime of falsely making or copying a doc¬ 
ument in order to deceive people ■ check forgery 

2 [count]: something that is falsely made or copied in order 
to deceive people : something that is forged ■ These paintings 
are forgeries, [-fakes] 

for-qet /f^'get J verb -gets; -got /-'ga:t/; -got-ten /-'ga:tp/ 
or -got; -get-ting 

1 : to be unable to think of or remember (something) [+ 
obj] He forgot the address. ■ I keep forgetting her name. ■ The 
pain and misery are impossible to forget. ■ She forgot how to 
set up the tent. ■ I’ll never forget the first time we met. ■ Don’t 
forget that you have to turn off the light when you leave. — 
often followed by to + verb ■ I forgot to pay the bill, [no obj] 
“Did you pay the bill?” “I forgot." — often + about ■ I forgot 
(all) about paying the bill. 

2 [+ obj] : to fail to remember to bring or take (something) ■ 
When he got to the restaurant he realized that he had forgot¬ 
ten his wallet. [=he had left his wallet at home] 

3 a or forget about [+ obj]: to stop thinking or caring about 
(someone) ■ He was once a famous actor, but now most peo¬ 
ple have forgotten {about) him. ■ You shouldn’t forget {about) 
your old friends. ■ He’s now a forgotten hero. ■ He’s a forgot¬ 
ten man in the world of politics, b or forget about [+ obj] 
: to stop thinking or caring about (something) on purpose ■ 
We need to forget {about) our differences and learn to get 
along. ■ “I’m sorry I’m late.” “That’s OK. Forget {about) it.” 
(=don’t worry about it] • If you’re hoping to hear from him 
soon , forget it, it’s not going to happen. ■ Forget about finding 
a way to escape—there’s no way out of here. ■ “Have you 
seen my keys?” “No. Did you leave them in your other jack¬ 
et?” “No, I thought... Oh, forget it, here they are.” C [no 
obj] : to stop remembering or caring about something ■ 
We’ve had our differences in the past, but now it’s time to 
forgive and forget. 

forget yourself : to lose control of your emotions because 
of anger, excitement, etc. : to behave in a way that is not 
proper or acceptable • She forgot herself and said some 
things that she later regretted, 
for-get-flll /fo'getfal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : tending to forget things : forgetting things often or easily 
• He became forgetful in his old age. 

2 — used to say that someone has forgotten something ■ She 
has been forgetful of her duties. [=she has forgotten/neglect¬ 
ed her duties] 

— for-get-ful-iy adv • He forgetfully left the lights on. — for- 
get-ful-ness noun [noncount] ■ His forgetfulness grew 
worse in his old age. 

for-get—me—not /f^getm^nait/ noun, pi -nots [count] : a 
type of small plant that has bright blue flowers 
for«get*ta*ble /fo'getabal/ adj [more most ~] : likely to 
be forgotten : not worth remembering ■ It was an extremely 
forgettable performance. — opposite unforoettable 
for-giv-able /f^'grvabol/ adj [more most ~]: able to be 
forgiven : deserving forgiveness ■ a forgivable error/mistake ■ 


Her actions in this case are completely forgivable, ^excus¬ 
able] — opposite UNFORGIVABLE 

— for-giv-abiy /fo'grvabli/ adv 

for-give /fo'giv/ verb -gives; -gave /-'geiv/; -giv-en 

/-’grvan/; -glv-ing 

1 : to stop feeling anger toward (someone who has done 
something wrong) : to stop blaming (someone) [+ obj] for¬ 
give your enemies • Can you ever forgive me for being so self¬ 
ish? • I’ve never forgiven myself for the way I treated her. ■ 
We must ask God to forgive us for our sins. ■ He can be for¬ 
given for feeling this way. [=it is understandable that he feels 
this way; he should not be blamed for feeling this way] [no 
obj] When he feels he’s been insulted, he finds it hard to for¬ 
give and forget. 

2 [+ obj] : to stop feeling anger about (something) : to for¬ 
give someone for (something wrong) ■ He finds it hard Xjo for¬ 
give an insult. ■ We must ask God to forgive our sins. 

3 [+ obj] : to stop requiring payment of (money that is owed) 

— The government has agreed to forgive some of the debt. 
forgive me — used in speech as a polite way of starting to 

say something that may seem rude or unpleasant ■ Forgive 
me (for saying so), but I don’t think you understood my 
point. ■ Forgive me, but something has come up and I have 
to leave right away. 

— for-giv-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ aforgiver of sins 
for«gIve*neS8 /fa^grvnas/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the act of forgiving someone or something ■ I ask (for) 
your forgiveness. [=1 ask you to forgive me] ■ forgiveness of 
our sins 

2 : the attitude of someone who is willing to forgive other 
people ■ She treats us with kindness and forgiveness. 

forgiving adj [more —; most ~] 

1 : able or willing to forgive someone or something ■ a per¬ 
son with a forgiving nature — sometimes + of • As a teacher, 
she was forgiving of her students’ mistakes. 

2 — used to describe something that produces good results 
even when it is not used perfectly ■ The tennis racket is de¬ 
signed to be forgiving. [=designed to produce good shots even 
when the ball is not hit perfectly] — opposite unforgiving 

for-go or fore-go /foa^gou/ verb -goes; -went /-'went/; 
-gone /-'gain/; -go-ing [+ obj] : to give up the use or ehioy- 
ment of (something) ■ forgo an opportunity ■ She is planning 
to forgo her right to a trial and simply plead guilty. The 
past tense forwent is now rare or formal, 
forgot past tense of forget 
forgotten past participle of FORGET 
for in-stance /fa'nnstans/ noun, pi ~ -stanc-es [count] 
US, informal : example ■ Let me give you a for instance. 

— see also for instance at instance 
1 fork /'foak/ noun, pi forks [count] 

1 a : a small tool with two or more pointed parts (called 
prongs or tines) used for picking up and eating food ■ a salad 
fork — see picture at place setting b : a garden tool 
with two or more prongs used for lifting and digging soil 

— see also pitchfork 

2 a : a place where something (such as a road or river) di¬ 
vides into two parts ■ a fork in the road b : either one of the 
parts that a road, river, etc., divides into ■ take the left fork ■ 
the north fork of the river 

3 : a part or tool that divides into two parts ■ the front fork of 
a bicycle — see also tunino fork 

^ork verb forks; forked; fork-ing 

1 [no obj] of a road, river, etc. : to divide into two parts ■ The 
road forks to the north and south. 

2 [+ obj] informal : to pay or give (money) — usually + over 
or out • He had to fork over half his paycheck. ■ The company 
forked out thousands of dollars to repair the damage. 

3 [+ obj] : to lift or throw (something) with a fork ■ They 
forked the hay into the loft. 

forked /'foakt/ adj : divided into two parts at one end 
: shaped like the letter Y ■ a bird with a deeply forked tail ■ 
forked lightning ■ the forked tongue of a snake 
speak/talk with (a) forked tongue : to speak in a dishonest 
way that is meant to deceive people ■ His colleagues ac¬ 
cused him of speaking with a forked tongue. 
fork-ful / l foa , k,ful/ noun, pi -fills [count] : the amount held 
by a fork ■ a forkful of mashed potatoes 
fork-lift /'foak,lift/ noun, pi -lifts [count] : a machine that is 
used for lifting and moving heavy objects — called b\so fork¬ 
lift truck, see picture at construction 
for-lorn /Mom/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : sad and lonely ■ a forlorn old widow 
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2 : empty and in poor condition ■ a forlorn landscape ■ a for¬ 
lorn abandoned factory 

3 : not having much chance of success : nearly hopeless ■ a 
forlorn cause/hope ■ He led a forlorn [-desperate] attack 
against the enemy. 

— for-lorn-ly adv ■ She wandered forlornly through the de¬ 
serted neighborhood. 

1 form /'foa'in/ noun, pi forms 

1 [count] a : a type or kind of something ■ Coal is a form of 
carbon. ■ a rare/deadly form of cancer ■ a popular form of en¬ 
tertainment ■ different forms of life - different life forms 
[=different types of living beingsl ■ an ancient form of music ■ 
an art form b : one of several or many different ways in 
which something is seen, experienced, or produced • The 
medicine can be taken in the form of a liquid or pill. = The 
medicine can be taken in pill or liquid form. - His essays are 
now available in book form. [=his essays have been published 
in a book] ■ the written/spoken form of the language ■ Anti¬ 
social behavior can take many forms. [=there are many dif¬ 
ferent types of antisocial behavior] ■ Most of his wealth is in 
the form of stocks. [=most of his wealth consists of stocks] 

2 a : the shape of something [count] the building’s massive 
form [noncount] a style of architecture that emphasizes form 
over function b [count] : something that can be seen only 
as a shape or outline ■ The shadowy forms of several people 
were visible through the smoke. C [count] : bodily shape 
: figure • the human/female form 

3 [count] : a document with blank spaces for filling in infor¬ 
mation ■ a tax form ■ an application form ■ fill out a form 

4 [noncount] somewhat old-fashioned : a way of behaving 
that is judged as proper or improper ■ It’s considered bad/ 
poor form to arrive so early. = It’s not considered good form 
to arrive so early. [=it is not proper to arrive so early] 

5 [noncount] a : a manner or style of performing ■ an ath¬ 
lete with good form ■ She would be a better swimmer/golfer 
if she improved her form, b : condition for performing ■ an 
athlete in top form [=shape] C — used to describe how well 
or badly someone is performing ■ She was really in great 
form at the party, telling jokes and dancing. ■ He was at the 
top of hfs form. [=he was performing extremely well] ■ ( chief¬ 
ly Brit) He’s been playing poorly in recent months, but now 
he’s back on form. [=now he’s playing well again] ■ ( chiefly 
Brit) She was a little off form. 

6 : the way in which the parts of a piece of writing or music 
or of a work of art are arranged [noncount] the form and 
content of a poem/essay [count] The sonnet is a poetical 
form. ■ symphonic forms 

7 [count] : any one of the different ways in which a word 
may be written or spoken ■ the plural/possessive form of a 
noun ■ the inflected forms of a verb — see also COMBINING 
FORM 

8 [noncount] : a grade in a British secondary school or in 
some American private schools ■ students in the sixth form 
as a matter of form — used to say that something is done 

because it is polite, usual, or required ■ He was asked to 
participate only as a matter of form, 
form of address see z address 
in any way, shape, or form see ‘way 
take form : to begin to develop : to start to exist or be seen ■ 
a political movement that first took form in the 1960s ■ The 
new stadium is gradually taking form. [=being built] 
true to form Something or someone that is (or runs, 
holds, etc.) true to form behaves or proceeds in the usual 
and expected way. ■ Her latest movie is/runs true to form. • 
True to form , he was 20 minutes late for the meeting. 
2 form verb forms; formed; forming 

1 [+ obj]: to cause (something) to have a particular shape or 
form ■ She formed [=made] the dough into balls. 

2 [+ obj] : to get, create, or develop (something) over a peri¬ 
od of time ■ form a habit ■ The friendship that they formed in 
school lasted a lifetime. u form an opinion ■ Her early experi¬ 
ences played an important role in forming her personality. ■ 
His ideas were not yet fully formed. 

3 a : to begin to exist or to be seen [no obj] Fog often forms 
[^develops] in this valley. ■ The drug can help prevent blood 
clots from forming. ■ Beads of sweat formed on his forehead. 
■ A plan was gradually forming in my mind. [+ obj] A plan 
was gradually forming itself in my mind, b [no obj] : to 
gather together in a group ■ An angry crowd was forming in 
the streets. ■ insects forming into swarms 

4 [+ obj]: to make or create (something) ■ Water vapor con¬ 
denses to form clouds. ■ The two traditions have merged to 
form a new culture. ■ A thin layer of plastic forms a protec¬ 


tive coating over the surface. ■ They have formed a council to 
investigate the incident. ■ form a govemment/company/coa- 
lition/partnership ■ Mix the wet and dry ingredients until 
they form a paste. ■ Our footprints formed a lovely pattern in 
the wet sand. 

5 [linking verb] : to be something ■ one of several products 
that form [-make up, constitute] the foundation/basis of the 
company’s success ■ These principles form [-are] the essence 
of his philosophy. ■ These books form the backbone of his 
collection. 

6 [+ obj] : to be arranged in (a shape) ■ The chairs formed a 
semicircle. : to move or be moved into (a shape) ■ a sub¬ 
stance capable of forming different shapes ■ The dancers 
formed a line. = The dancers formed themselves into a line. 

1 formal /'foainal/ adj 

1 [more most ~] : requiring or using serious and proper 
clothes and manners ■ We attended a formal dinner. ■ a for¬ 
mal occasion/event ■ They are formal with people they don’t 
know well.; also : suitable for a formal occasion ■ a formal 
dress ■ wearing formal clothes — opposite informal 

2 [more most ~] of language : suitable for serious or offi¬ 
cial speech and writing ■ He spoke to them in formal Spanish. 
■ a formal word — opposite informal 

3 a : made or done in an official and usually public way ■ He 
wrote up a formal statement of his political beliefs. ■ She re- 
ceived formal recognition for her volunteer work. ■ He has 
made a formal announcement of his candidacy, b : done in 
a proper way according to the law ■ a formal contract ■ They 
seem to be interested in buying the house, but they haven’t 
yet made a formal offer. 

4 : arranged in a very orderly and regular way ■ a formal gar¬ 
den — opposite INFORMAL 

5 [more most ~] : showing great concern for behaving in 
a proper and serious way ■ He has a very stiff and formal 
manner. 

6 : received in a school - His formal education ended when 
he dropped out of high school. ■ He lacks formal schooling. 

7 : relating to the form of something (such as a piece of writ¬ 
ing) rather than the content ■ the formal aspects of a poem 

— for-maMy adv ■ dressed formally ■ They behave very for¬ 
mally with people they don’t know well. ■ He formally an¬ 
nounced his candidacy. 

2 formal noun, pi -mals [count] US : a social gathering (such 
as a dance) that requires formal dress and manners : a for¬ 
mal event 

form*a I -de'hyde /fo0*'m£eld3,haid/ noun [noncount] chem¬ 
istry : a chemical that is used to prevent decay in the dead 
bodies of people and animals 

for*mal*ism /'foa'inajizam/ noun [noncount] : a method, 
style, way of thinking, etc., that shows very careful attention 
to traditional forms and rules ■ artistic/musical formalism 

— for-maMst /'foainalist/ noun, pi -ists [count] — formal¬ 
ist or for-maMs-tic /.fo^ma'listik/ adj [more most ~] ■ 
formalist notions about art 

for»maM*ty /foa^mselati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 : a formal quality [noncount] Her use of old-fashioned 
language lends an air of formality to her writing. ■ He failed 
to appreciate the formality of the occasion, [singular] a for¬ 
mality of expression 

2 [count] : something that is required or usual but that has 
little true meaning or importance * They haven’t approved 
the loan yet, but that’s just a mere/pure formality. 

3 [count] : a formal part, activity, etc. — usually plural ■ the 
formalities of courtship • Let’s skip the formalities and get 
right down to business. 

formalize also Brit for*mal*ise /'foainajaiz/ verb -iz«es; 
-ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] : to make (something) formal : to give 
proper or official form to (something) ■ The company has 
formalized its hiring practices. ■ Congress formalized the pol¬ 
icy by making it law. 

— for-mal-i-za-tion also Brit for-mal-i-sa-tion 

/.fo^mala'zeijan, Brit ^Dimajai'zeijan/ noun [noncount] 
1 for*mat /'foa'jmset/ noun, pi -mats 

1 : the form, design, or arrangement of something (such as a 
book, magazine, or television or radio program) [count] the 
book’s large-print format ■ The radio station recently 
changed its format from jazz to classical. [=the radio station 
now plays classical music instead of jazz] [noncount] The 
journals are available in electronic format. 

2 : the way in which information is stored on a computer 
disk [count] different file formats [noncount] The file is 
saved in MP3 format. 
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2 format verb -mats; -mat-ted; -mat-ting [+ obi] 

1 : to arrange (something) in a particular format • The book 
is formatted in several different styles. • The data was im¬ 
properly formatted. 

2 : to prepare (a computer disk) so that it can store informa¬ 
tion in a particular format ■ format a floppy disk 

for-ma-tion /foa^'meijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : the act of forming or creating something ■ the 
formation [= development ] of new ideas ■ The book explains 
the formation of the planets. 

2 [count] : something that is formed or created ■ an interest¬ 
ing cloud formation • new word formations ■ rock formations 

3 : an orderly arrangement or group of people, ships, or air¬ 
planes — often used after in [noncount] The soldiers were 
marching in formation. ■ jets flying in formation [count] The 
team ran on the field and lined up in a punt formation. 

for-ma-tive /'fosmativ/ adj [more most —j 

1 — used to describe the time when someone or something 
is growing or being formed ■ The movement was then still in 
its formative stages. • His family traveled widely during his 
formqtive years. I=when he was young] 

2 : helping to develop something ■ This experience had a. for¬ 
mative influence on his art. ■ a formative experience 

former /' foama/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 — used to say what someone or something was in the past 

■ a former congressman ■ her former husband ■ two former 
friends 

2 : existing in the past ■ They hope to restore the old theater 
to its foimer glory. [=to make it as good as it was in the past] ■ 
She is now just a shadow of her former self. [=she is not the 
same person she once was] 

the former : the first one of two things or people that have 
been mentioned ■ Of these two options, the former is less 
expensive, while the latter is less risky. "If offered a choice 
between death and exile, he said that he would choose the 
former. [=he would choose death] — compare the latter at 

LATTER 

for*mer«ly /'foamali/ adv : at an earlier time : in the past ■ 
He was formerly a congressman. ■ a privilege formerly [-previ¬ 
ously] available only to the rich ■ Istanbul was formerly 
[=once\ known as Constantinople, 
form-fit-ting /Toamjitir)/ ad) : matching the shape of a 
person’s body : fitting very tightly or closely ■ a form-fitting 
dress 

For-mi-Ca /foa'maika/ trademark — used for various plas¬ 
tic products that are used especially for covering surfaces 
for-mi-da-ble /'foamadabal, foa'midabal/ adj [more ~; 
most ~] 

1 : very powerful or strong : deserving serious attention and 
respect ■ a formidable enemy/opponent/weapon 

2 : very difficult to deal with ■ The mountains were a formi¬ 
dable barrier. ■ a formidable challenge/task 

3 : large or impressive in size or amount ■ He has mastered a 
formidable amount of material. 

— for-mi-da-bly /'foamadabli, foa'midabli/ adv ■ a formida¬ 
bly long list 

form-I eSS /'foamlas/ adj : having no regular form or shape 

■ a formless [=shapele.ss] pile 

— form-less*ness noun [noncount] 

form letter noun, pi ~ -ters [count] : a letter that has a 
standard form and is sent to many people ■ The bank sent 
out thousands of form letters offering its credit card. 
for-mu-la /'foamjala/ noun, pi -las also -lae /-,li:/ 

1 [count] a : a plan or method for doing, making, or achiev¬ 
ing something ■ His investment strategy is based on a simple 
formula. ■ This has proven to be a winning formula. — often 
+ for ■ a formula for success/happiness ■ There is no magic 
formula [=no simple and certain method] for achieving suc¬ 
cess in the business world, b : a list of the ingredients used 
for making something (such as a medicine or a drink) ■ The 
product is made using a secret formula that the company re¬ 
fuses to reveal. 

2 [count] a mathematics : a general fact or rule expressed in 
letters and symbols ■ The formula for the area of a rectangle 
is I X w. [=length times width] b chemistry : a series of let¬ 
ters, numbers, and symbols showing the chemicals that a 
compound is made of ■ The formula for water is H 2 O. ■ 
chemical formulas 

3 [noncount] US : a liquid that usually contains milk and that 
is used for feeding a baby ■ infants drinking formula instead 
of their mother’s milk 

4 [count] a : a set of words that are commonly used in a 


way that does not seem original or sincere : a conventional 
statement ■ Politicians often resort to familiar formulas when 
discussing controversial issues, b : a common way of creat¬ 
ing or telling a story in a movie, book, etc. ■ the narrative/br- 
mula offered in so many movies ■ All her books are written 
according to a familiar formula. 
for-mu-la-ic /,foamj3'lejik/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : produced according to a formula : not new or original ■ a 
formulaic movie/novel/plot 

2 : commonly used ■ a formulaic [=set, fixed] phrase such as 
“Sincerely yours” at the end of a letter 

for-mu-late /'foamja.leit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -lat-ing [+ 
obj] : to create, invent, or produce (something) by careful 
thought and effort ■ A long-range plan is being formulated, 
[-devised] ■ formulate a rule/theory/principle ■ a carefully 
formulated response ■ a plastic specially formulated to resist 
high temperatures 

- for-mu-la-tion AfoamjaMeiJan/ noun, pi -tions [count, 
noncount] ■ the formulation of a new drug ■ a drug available 
in several formulations — for-mu-la-tor /‘foamjajleita/ 
noun, pi -tors [count] ■ Darwinism was named after its for- 
mulator , Charles Darwin. 

for-ni-cate /'foan3,keit/ verb -cates; -cat-ed; -cat-ing 

[no obj] formal + disapproving : to have sexual intercourse -4* 
Fornicate refers to sexual intercourse that occurs between 
people who are not married to each other. It is a word that is 
associated with legal language and the language of the Bible. 

— for-ni-ca-tion/ l foau3 , keiJ'3n/H0Hrt [noncount] ■ laws for¬ 
bidding fornication ■ commit fornication — for-ni-ca-tor 
/•foana^eita/ noun, pi -tors [count] 

for—prof-it /'foa’praifat/ adj, always used before a noun : ex¬ 
isting or done for the purpose of making a profit ■ a for-profit 
company/venture 

for-sake /fa'seik/ verb -sakes; -sook /-'suk/; -sak-en 
/-'seikan/; -sak-ing [+ obj] : to give up or leave (someone or 
something) entirely ■ All my friends have forsaken [=aban¬ 
doned ] me. ■ She forsook [=left] acting for a teaching career, 
for-swear /foa'swea/ verb -swears; -swore /-'swoa/; 
-sworn /-'swoan/; -swear-ing [+ obj]formal : to promise 
to give up (something) or to stop doing (something) ■ She/br- 
swore her allegiance to the old regime. ■ He foreswore ciga¬ 
rettes/smoking as his New Year’s resolution, 
for-syth-ia /fa'siGija, Brit fs'saiGia/ noun, pi -ias also -ia 
[count, noncount] : a type of bush that produces bright yel¬ 
low flowers in the early spring 

fort /'foat/ noun, pi forts [count] : a strong building or group 
of buildings where soldiers live ■ They captured the fort after 
a long battle. 

hold the fort or US hold down the fort : to be in charge of 
a place while the person who is usually in charge is away ■ 
You can stay here and hold the fort while I go to the store. 

1 forte /'foat, 'foa^tei/ noun, pi fortes [count]: something that 
a person does well ■ Drawing was always your forte. 
[=istrength ] 

2 for*te /'foa ( tei/ adv, music : in a loud manner ■ violins play¬ 
ing a passage forte — abbr./ 

— forte adj ■ a forte passage 
forth /'foaG/ adv, literary 

1 : out into notice or view : out ■ a flow of lava bursting 
forth from the earth ■ The snow is gone and the flowers are 
ready to spring forth. ■ He went forth to spread the news. 

2 : onward or forward in time or place ■ She stretched forth 
her hands in prayer. ■ from that day forth [=from that time 
onward] 

and so forth see ’so 
bring forth see bring 
call forth see ’call 
hold forth see ’hold 
put forth see ’put 
sally forth see 2 sally 
set forth see ’set 

- see also back and forth 

forth-com-ing /foaO'kAmig/ adj 

1 always used before a noun : appearing, happening, or arriv¬ 
ing soon ■ the forthcoming [= approaching] holidays ■ He read 
an excerpt from his forthcoming [=soon to be published] au¬ 
tobiography. 

2 not used before a noun : readily available « No help has 
been forthcoming from the government. [=the government 
has not provided any help] 

3 not used before a noun [more most ~]: honest and open 
■ He was more forthcoming about his past than they expect- 
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ed. ■ She has been less than forthcoming about her involve¬ 
ment in the scandal. 

forth-right /'fo&0,rait/ adj [more most ~] : honest and 
direct: providing answers or information in a very clear and 
direct way • a forthright answer/person 

— forth-right-ly adv • He explained his opinions publicly 
and forthrightly. — forth-right-ness noun [noncount] 

forth-with /foa-O'wi Q/ adv, formal : without delay : immedi¬ 
ately ■ The court ordered the company to cease operations 
forthwith. 

for-ti-f i-ca-tion /^o^tafa'keijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : the act of building military defenses to protect 
a place against attack : the act of fortifying something ■ They 
began the fortification and reconstruction of the city. 

2 [count] : a structure (such as a wall or tower) that is built 
to protect a place — usually plural ■ The city was protected 
by massive fortifications. 

for*ti*fy /'fo^ta.fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to strengthen (a place) by building military defenses 
(such as walls, trenches, etc.) • fortify a city against attack ■ a 
heavily fortified town/border • a city fortified by high walls 

2 a : to make (someone or something) stronger ■ fortify 
[=. strengthen ] the body against illness • Support for his theo¬ 
ries has been fortified by the results of these experiments, b 
: to make (yourself) feel stronger or less fearful ■ He took a 
deep breath to fortify himself before stepping onto the stage. 

3 : to improve the usefulness or quality of (something) by 
adding something to it : enrich • fortify soil with fertilizer ■ 
milk fortified with vitamin D 

for-tis-si-mo /foa' , tiS3,mou/ adv, music : very loudly • vio¬ 
lins playing fortissimo 

— fortissimo adj ■ a fortissimo passage 

for-ti-tude /'foa^tuid, Brit 'f3:t3,tju:d/ noun [noncount] for¬ 
mal : mental strength and courage that allows someone to 
face danger, pain, etc. ■ She has endured disappointments 
with fortitude and patience. The phrase intestinal fortitude 
is used informally in U.S. English as a humorous replace¬ 
ment for “guts," which means “courage." • They accused him 
of lacking intestinal fortitude. [=of being a coward] 
fort-night /'foa'hnait/ noun, pi -nights [count] chiefly Brit 
: a period of 14 days : two weeks ■ They stayed with us for a 
fortnight. 

fort-night-ly /'fo34,naitli/ adj, chiefly Brit : happening or 
appearing once every two weeks ■ a fortnightly [=biweekly] 
meeting/magazine 

— fortnightly adv • It happens fortnightly. 

for-tress /'foa-tras/ noun, pi -tress-es [count] : a place that 
is protected against attack : a fortified place * a mountaintop 
fortress 

— for-tress-like /'foatrasjaik/ ad) 
for-tU'i-tOUS /foa^'turwatas, Brit foi'tjuatas/ adj [more 

most ~] formal 

1 : happening by chance ■ His presence there was entirely 
fortuitous. • a fortuitous circumstance/discovery 

2 : having or showing good luck : fortunate • You could 
not have arrived at a more fortuitous time. 

usage Sense 2 of fortuitous is commonly used, but many 
people regard it as an error. 

— for-tu-i-tous-ly adv 

for-tu-nate /'fo^tfanat/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : having good luck : enjoying good fortune : lucky ■ How 
fortunate we were to find that restaurant! ■ They were (very) 
fortunate to have his help. ■ It’s fortunate (for us) that these 
documents have been preserved. ■ We're fortunate in having 
these opportunities. = We’re fortunate to have these opportu¬ 
nities. ■ We should try to help others who are less fortunate 
than ourselves. ■ They were fortunate (enough) to escape in¬ 
jury when their car crashed. = It was fortunate that they es¬ 
caped injury when their car crashed. 

2 : coming or happening because of good luck ■ a fortunate 
discovery/outcome — opposite unfortunate 

for-tun-ate-ly /'fo^tfanatli/ adv [more most ~] — used 
to say that something good or lucky has happened ■ Fortu¬ 
nately [=luckily], the plane was able to land safely. ■ Fortu¬ 
nately (for us), these documents have been preserved. ■ No 
one was injured, fortunately. — opposite UNFORTUNATELY 
for-tune /'foa^tfan/ noun, pi -tunes 
1 a [count] : a very large amount of money — usually singu¬ 
lar 1 He won/made a fortune (by) gambling. ■ Their house is 
worth a fortune. • They spent a small fortune [=a surprisingly 
or unexpectedly large amount of money] on redecorating 


their house. ■ She made her/a fortune in real estate, b [non¬ 
count] somewhat formal : a great amount of money or pos¬ 
sessions : wealth ■ He is a man of considerable fortune. 
[=he is a wealthy man] ■ He hoped to achieve fame and for¬ 
tune. 

2 [noncount] : something that happens by chance : luck 1 
Our meeting here was a real stroke of (good) fortune. ■ They 
had the good fortune to escape injury when their car crashed. 

3 fortunes [plural] : the good and bad things that happen to 
someone ■ The book follows the fortunes of two families 
through the years. ■ the fortunes of war 

4 [count] : the future that someone or something will have ■ 
She said that she could tell my fortune. [=could tell what 
would happen to me in the future] ■ I had my fortune told. 

— see also soldier of fortune 

fortune cookie noun, pi ~ -ies [count] : a thin cookie 
served in Chinese restaurants that contains a slip of paper on 
which a message (such as a prediction about your future) is 
printed 

fortune hunter noun, pi ~ -ters [count] : a person who is 
trying to become very wealthy especially by marrying a 
wealthy person 

for-tune—tell-er /'foa-tfanitela 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a 
person who claims to use special powers to tell what will 
happen to someone in the future : a person who tells peo¬ 
ple’s fortunes 

— for-tune—tell-ing /'foatfandchrj/ noun [noncount] 
for-ty /'foa^ti/ noun, pi for-ties 

1 [count] : the number 40 

2 forties [plural] a : the numbers ranging from 40 to 49 • 
The temperature outside is in the high forties, b : a set of 
years ending in digits ranging from 40 to 49 ■ She is in her for¬ 
ties. ■ She found some old record albums from the forties. 
[=from 1940-1949] 

— for-ti-eth /'foatijaO/ noun, pi -eths [count] • one fortieth 
of the total — fortieth adj • his fortieth birthday — forty 
ad) ■ forty days — forty pronoun • forty of her classmates 
— for-ty-ish /'foa^tiji// adj ■ He was tall, fortyish [=about 
40 years old], and had glasses and brown hair. 

for-ty—five /,foa*i'faiv/ noun, pi -fives [count] 

1 : a small gun : a type of pistol — usually written .45 

2 : a small record with one song on each side — usually 
written 45 

forty winks noun [plural] informal : a short sleep : a brief 
nap ■ I had time to catch forty winks before the flight, 
fo-rum /'foram/ noun, pi forums also fo-ra /'fora/ [count] 

1 : a meeting at which a subject can be discussed ■ Forums 
were held to determine how to handle the situation. ■ The 
town has scheduled a public forum to discuss the proposal. ■ 
an open forum 

2 : a place or opportunity for discussing a subject ■ The club 
provides a forum for people who share an interest in local 
history. ■ an online forum 

3 : a large public place in an ancient Roman city that was 
used as the center of business 

1 forward./'foa-wa^d/ also chiefly Brit for-wards /'foa^wadz/ 
adv 

1 : toward the front: to or toward what is ahead or in front ■ 
a sudden movement forward • moved/pushed backward and 
forward • Her long hair fell forward as she bent to tie her 
shoes. • He pushed the throttle forward. • She took a small 
step forward. 

2 : toward the future ■ Remember to set the clock forward 
[=ahead] (by) an hour. ■ The narrative moves backward and 
forward in time. ■ from that time forward • Economists ex¬ 
pect these trends to carry forward [=continue in the same 
way] into the next quarter. 

3 : to or toward a more advanced state or condition ■ Our 
plans are moving forward. [=our plans are progressing] ■ The 
technology has taken a big step/leap forward. • I don’t want 
to go forward [-proceed] without a contract. ■ We’re going 
forward with the sale of the house, ^continuing to make the 
sale happen; not stopping the sale] 

bring forward see bring 
come forward see ‘come 

forward of formal : in a position that is ahead of (some¬ 
thing) : in front of (something) ■ The valves are located just 
forward of the fuel tanks. 

know something backward and forward see ‘know 

look forward to see ‘look 

put forward see ‘put 

put your best foot forward see ‘foot 
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2 forward a4i 

1 always used before a noun : near or belonging to the front 
part of something ■ the forward deck of a boat 

2 always used before a noun a : moving or directed ahead 
or toward the front ■ a sudden forward movement ■ a. forward 
somersault b : moving toward the future or toward a more 
advanced state or condition ■ the forward movement of his¬ 
tory/technology 

3 [more most ~] : too confident or direct in social situa¬ 
tions ■ a. forward [-brash] manner/question • a very forward 
young woman 

- for*ward*ness noun [ noncount \ ■ the forwardness of his 
manner/question 

3 forward verb -wards; -ward-ed; -ward-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to send (something you have received, such as a letter) 
to someone else ■ Your letter will b e forwarded to the appro¬ 
priate department. ■ forward an e-mail (message) to someone 
= forward someone an e-mail (message) b : to send (some¬ 
thing that has arrived, such as a letter) to another place ■ 
Please forward my mail to my new address. — see also for¬ 
warding ADDRESS 

2 : to help (something) make progress or continue to a more 
advanced state ■ He’s always happy to forward [= promote, ad¬ 
vance] a friend’s career. 

- see also fast-forward 

4 f or ward noun, pi -wards [count] sports : a player who plays 
near the opponent’s goal ■ a soccer/basketball/hockey for¬ 
ward 

forwarding address noun, pi ~ -dress-es [count] : an 
address that you give to someone when you move to a differ¬ 
ent place so that any mail that comes to your old address can 
be sent to you ■ She didn’t leave a forwarding address. 
forw-ard—looking /'foa-wa-d^ukii)/ adi [more most -] 

approving : relating to the future ■ forward-looking [innova¬ 
tive] ideas/plans/products : planning for the future ■ forward- 
looking [-farsighted] engineers/politicians/industrialists 

-opposite BACKWARD-LOOKING 

forward pass noun, pi ~ passes [count] American foot¬ 
ball : a pass made in the direction of the opponents’ goal 
forward—think*ing /'foa i wa‘d,Oigkiij/ adi [more most 
~] : thinking about the future : forward-looking ■ a 
forward-thinking company 
fos»sil /Tarsal/ noun, pi -sils [count] 

1 : something (such as a leaf, skeleton, or footprint) that is 
from a plant or animal which lived in ancient times and that 
you can see in some rocks ■ a dinosaur fossil — sometimes 
used before another noun • fossil [^fossilized] footprints 

2 informal : a person whose ideas are very old-fashioned or 
out-of-date ■ He says the school’s directors are a bunch of 
old fossils. [=fogies] 

fossil fuel noun, pi ~ fuels : a fuel (such as coal, oil, or 
natural gas) that is formed in the earth from dead plants or 
animals [count] oil and other fossil fuels [noncount] sources 
of fossil fuel 

fos*sil*ize also Brit fos*sil*ise /*fa:sa,laiz/ verb -iz-es; 
-ized; -iz-ing : to become a fossil or to cause (something) to 
become a fossil [no obj] Few animals ever fossilize. [+ obj] 
The mud helped to preserve and fossilize the wood. 

- fos-sil-l-za-tion also Brit fos*siM*sa*tion 
Afarsala'zeijan, Brit ,fDS3,lai'zeiJan/ noun [noncount] 

fossilized also Brit fos-sil-ised adi 

1 : having been changed into a fossil ■ fossilized dinosaur 
eggs ■ fossilized bones 

2 disapproving : very old-fashioned and unlikely to change ■ 
fossilized attitudes about the rights of women 

n fos-ter /'fa.-sta*/ verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to help (something) grow or develop ■ We are try¬ 
ing to foster [-encourage, promote] a sense of community. ■ 
Such conditions foster the spread of the disease. 

2 : to provide the care that a parent usually gives to a child 
: to be or become the foster parent of a child [+ obj] Would 
you consider fostering a child? [no obj] ( chiefly Brit ) Would 
you consider fostering? 

Foster adi. always used before a noun — used to describe a 
situation in which for a period of time a child lives with and 
is cared for by people who are not the child’s parents ■ They 
are foster parents to three foster children. ■ She’s in foster 
care. = She’s in a foster home. [=she is living in a home with 
and being taken care of by foster parents] 
fought past tense and past participle of 1 fight 
1 foul /'fawal/ adi foul-er; -est [or more most ~] 

1 : very unpleasant to taste or smell ■ the foul odor of rotten 


eggs ■ foul breath/air ■ The medicine left a foul taste in my 
mouth. ■ a JouZ-smelling chemical 

2 : morally bad *. very evil ■ afoul crime 

3 : very bad or unpleasant ■ He was in afoul [=angry] mood. 
■ The weather has been foul all week. • They do their job in 
fair weather and foul. [=in good weather and bad weather] 

4 : indecent and offensive ■ foul [=dirty] language ■ She has a 
foul mouth. [=she uses foul language; she speaks in an inde¬ 
cent and offensive way] — see also foul-mouthed 

5 : very unfair : not morally or socially acceptable ■ He’s de¬ 
termined to get what he wants, whether by fair means or 
foul. — see also foul play 

6 baseball: outside the area between the foul lines m foul ter¬ 
ritory ■ a foul grounder "v* A foul ball is a batted ball that 
lands in the area outside the foul lines. — compare 'fair 8 
fall foul of : to get into trouble because of (the law, a rule, 

etc.) ■ After leaving school she fell foul of the law. [=she got 
into trouble with the law; she was arrested for committing 
a crime] ■ companies that fall foul of labor laws 
— ffouMy adv • He wa s foully [=brutally] murdered, — foul¬ 
ness noun [noncount] ■ the foulness of the water/air/odor ■ 
the foulness of his crimes/mood 
^oul noun, pi fouls [count] 

1 sports : an action that is against the rules and for which a 
player is given a penalty ■ She committed three fouls. = She 
was charged with three fouls. ■ a basketball player in foul 
trouble [=a player who has committed several fouls; a player 
who is close to fouling out] — see also personal foul, 
PROFESSIONAL FOUL, TECHNICAL FOUL Joul OUt at 3 FOUL 

2 baseball : a batted ball that lands outside the foul lines : a 
foul ball ■ He hit several fouls in a row. — see also foul out at 
3 foul 

cry foul see 1 cry 

3 foul verb fouls; fouled; foul-ing 

1 [+ obj]: to make (a substance, place, etc.) dirty ■ pollutants 
that foul the air • fouling [= befouling ] the sacred waters 

2 sports a [no obj] : to commit a foul ■ She fouled on her 
first long jump attempt, b [+ obj] : to commit a foul against 
(another player) ■ The other team has fouled him [=hit him, 
held him, etc.] repeatedly. ■ He was fouled as he attempted 
the shot. 

3 [+ obj] baseball: to hit (a pitched ball) so that it lands out¬ 
side the foul lines ■ He kept fouling pitches/balls into the 
stands. — often + off* He fouled off several pitches in a row. 

4 [+ obj] : to become twisted around (something) so that it 
cannot move, be used, etc. ■ The anchor’s rope fouled the 
propeller. 

foul out [phrasal verb] 1 basketball : to be forced to leave a 
game because you have made too many fouls ■ She fouled 
out (of the game) without scoring a point. 2 baseball, of a 
batter : to make an out by hitting a foul fly ball ball that is 
caught by a fielder ■ The batter fouled out to the first base- 
man. 

foul up [phrasal verb] informal 1 foul (something) up : to 
ruin or spoil (something) ■ The weather has fouled up our 
plans. : to ruin or spoil (something) by making a mistake 
or being careless ■ She fouled up [-ruined, messed up] our 
plans by forgetting to make the reservations. 2 foul up 
: to make mistakes : to fail at something because you have 
made a mistake or been careless ■ Whenever I try to be 
clever, I usually foul up. [=mess up] — see also foul-up 
foul line noun, pi ~ lines [count] 

1 baseball : either one of two straight lines that go from 
home plate through first and third base on to the edge of the 
outfield ■ The ball landed just inside the right-field foul line. 

2 basketball: a line from which a player shoots free throws 
foul-mouthed /'faul,mau0t/ adi [more most ~] : using 

indecent or offensive language : having a foul mouth ■ foul- 
mouthed students 
foul play noun [noncount] 

1 : criminal violence or murder ■ She is still missing, and the 
police now suspect that she may have been a victim of foul 
play. [=that she may have been murdered or harmed in some 
way] ■ There is no evidence of foul play. 

2 : unfair or dishonest acts ■ The company’s deal with the 
government has brought cries/accusations of foul play 
[=claims that there have been unfair or dishonest acts] from 
its competitors. 

foul Shot noun, pi ~~ shots [count] basketball : FREE 

THROW 

foul—Up /'faul,Ap/ noun, pi -ups [count] informal : a prob¬ 
lem caused by someone making a mistake or being careless ■ 
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They had to deal with yet another administrative foul-up. 
— see also foul up at 3 foul 
1 found past tense and past participle of ‘find 
2 founH /'faund/ verb founds; found-ed;founding [+ obj\ 

1 : to begin or create (something that is meant to last for a 
long time) : establish • found a colony/museum/college ■ 
The college was founded in 1793. 

2 : to provide support for something — usually used as (be) 
founded • His suspicions were founded [ =based] on nothing 
more than rumor. — see also unfounded, well- 
founded 

foun-da-tion /faun'deijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] a : a usually stone or concrete structure that sup¬ 
ports a building from underneath • The inspector discovered 
a crack in the house’s foundation. ■ pour/lay/dig the founda¬ 
tion b : something (such as an idea, a principle, or a fact) 
that provides support for something • He insists that these 
charges are without foundation. [=are unfounded] ■ These 
charges have no foundation in fact. [=there are no facts that 
support these charges] • The book explains the moral foun¬ 
dations on which her political career was built. ■ These prob¬ 
lems threaten the very foundations of modem society. * The 
scandal has shaken the government to \Xs foundations. ■ Her 
early research laid the foundation [=provided the basis] for 
many important medical discoveries. 

2 [count] : an organization that is created and supported 
with money that people give in order to do something that 
helps society ■ They established a foundation to help or¬ 
phaned children. ■ set up a foundation ■ a charitable/non- 
profit/private foundation 

3 [count, noncount] : a special cream that is the color of your 
skin and that you spread on your face and neck before put¬ 
ting on other makeup 

4 [noncount] : the act of founding something ■ the founda¬ 
tion of a new school 

1 fOUIld*er /'faund^/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who cre¬ 
ates or establishes something that is meant to last for a long 
time (such as a business or school) : a person who founds 
something ■ th e founder of a newspaper empire • He’s the son 
of the company’s founder. 

2 foun-der /'faunda 1 / verb -ers; -dered; -der-ing [no obj] 

1 : to experience failure : to be unsuccessful: fail ■ Her ca¬ 
reer foundered , and she moved from job to job for several 
years. ■ Their marriage is foundering. ■ trying to save a foun¬ 
dering career/marriage 

2 of a boat or ship : to fill with water and sink ■ a foundering 
ship 

founding father noun, pi ~ -thers [count] 

1 : a person who helps to create or establish something : a 
person who founds something • He is now recognized as one 
of the founding fathers [= founders ] of the environmental 
movement. 

2 or Founding Father : a man who had an important part in 
creating the government of the U.S.; specifically : a member 
of the American Constitutional Convention of 1787 ■ a trib¬ 
ute to Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, and the other 
Founding Fathers 

founding member noun, pi ~ -bers [count] : an original 
member of a group (such as a club or corporation) — called 
also (US) charter member, (Brit) founder member 
found-ling /■faundlii)/ noun, pi -lings [count] : a baby that 
is found after being left by its parents 
foundry /'faundri/ noun, pi -ries [count] : a building or fac¬ 
tory where metals are produced 
fount /'faunt/ noun, pi founts [count] 

1 somewhat old-fashioned + literary : the source of something 
■ Our tour guide was a fount of information about the city’s 
history. ■ a fount of knowledge/justice/wisdom ■ (humorous) 
You know the answer to that one too? Why, you’re a regular 
fount of wisdom. [=you know everything] 

2 Brit : 2 font 

fountain /'fauntp/ noun, pi -tains [count] 

1 a : a device or structure that sends a stream of water into 
the air in a garden, park, etc. ■ an elaborate marbl e fountain ■ 
The crowd gathered around the fountain in the plaza.; also 
: the water that rises from a fountain ■ a fountain of water 
— see also drinking fountain, soda fountain b 
: something that rises into the air like a fountain of water ■ a 
fountain of flame/sparks 

2 : the source of something ■ She is a fountain [-fount] of 
knowledge/wisdom. ■ an endless fountain of inspiration 


fOUn*tain*head /'fauntn,hed/ noun, pi 
-heads [count] literary : the origin or 
source of something ■ the fountainhead 
of the faith 

fountain of youth noun, pi foun¬ 
tains of youth [count] 

1 or Fountain of Youth in stories and 
legends : a fountain with magic water 
According to legend, anyone who 
drinks water from the Fountain of 
Youth will live forever. 

2 : a source of the kind of energy or 
health that young people usually have • 

Exercise is good for you, but it’s not a 
perfect fountain of youth. 

fountain pen noun, pi ~ pens [count] 

: a pen with ink inside that flows to a special metal tip (called 
a nib) 

four /'fo^/ noun, pi fours 

1 [count]: the number 4 

2 [count ]: the fourth in a set or series • the four of hearts 

3 [noncount] : four o’clock ■ “What time is it?” “It’s four." ■ I 
leave each day at four. 

— see also all fours 

— four adj ■ waiting for four hours — four pronoun • Four (of 
them) are broken. 

4x4 also four—by—four /'fo^bai,fo^/ noun, pi 4x4s also 
four—by—fours [count] US : a vehicle (such as a truck) that 
has four wheels and four-wheel drive 
fOUr-fold /'foa^fould/ adj : four times as great or as many • 
There has been a fourfold increase in membership this year. 

— fourfold adv ■ Membership has increased fourfold. 

4— H /'foa^eitf/ adj : of or relating to a government program 
in the U.S. that teaches farming skills and good citizenship to 
young people ■ a 4-H club 
four-letter word noun, pi ~ words [count] 

1 : an offensive word and especially an offensive word that 
has four letters : dirty word 1 ■ a book that contains a lot 
of four-letter words 

2 : a word, subject, or idea that is disliked by some people 
: dirty word 2 ■ “Tax” is a four-letter word as far as he’s 
concerned. 

401 (k) /,fo 0 iOUiWAn'kei/ noun, pi 401 (k)s [count] US : a 
method by which the workers in a company can save money 
for their retirement by having an amount of money saved 
from their paychecks over a long period of time 
four—post-er / a fo9-'poust9/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a bed 
with tall posts at each of its four comers — called a]so four- 
poster bed 

four-score /'foa^sko^/ adj, formal + old-fashioned 
: EIGHTY ■ “ Fourscore and seven [=87] years ago...” 
—Abraham Lincoln, Gettysburg Address (1863) 
fOUr-SOme /■foa'sam/ noun, pi -Somes [count] : a group of 
four people or things ■ a foursome of golfers = a golfing/owr- 
some 

four-square /'foa^'skwea 1 / adj 

1 : having a square shape * foursquare houses/buildings 

2 [more most ] formal : strong and direct : forth¬ 
right ■ her foursquare support for the proposal 

— foursquare adv ■ They are lined up foursquare [=finnly, 
forthrightly] against him. • She came out foursquare 
[=,strongly] in support of the proposal. 

four—Star /'foa^staa 1 / adj, always used before a noun : of 
very high quality • a four-star hotel/restaurant 
four-teen /io&'tv.n/ noun, pi -teens [count]: the number 14 

— fourteen adj ■ fourteen days — fourteen pronoun ■ Four¬ 
teen (of them) are gone. — four-teenth /foa^tiinG/ noun, 
pi -teenths [count] ■ The bill is due on the fourteenth (of 
the month). ■ one fourteenth of the total — fourteenth adj 
■ I finished (the race) in fourteenth place. — fourteenth 
adv ■ I finished fourteenth in the race. ■ the nation’s four¬ 
teenth largest city 

fourth /'foaG/ noun, pi fourths 

1 [singular] : number four in a series ■ I’ll be flying in on the 
fourth. [=the fourth day of the month] ■ He got a base hit in 
the fourth. [=the fourth inning] 

2 [count] : one of four equal parts of something ■ cut the 
cake into fourths ■ She drank a fourth of the bottle. 

3 [noncount] : the fourth forward gear or speed of a car, 
truck, etc. ■ He shifted into fourth. 

4 the Fourth : independence day ■ watching fireworks 
on the Fourth 
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2 fourth adj 

1 : occupying the number four position in a series ■ on the 
fourth day ■ the book's fourth edition ■ her fourth goal of the 
season 

2 — used to refer to one of the forward gears or speeds of a 
vehicle ■ fourth gear 

— fourth adv ■ She finished fourth in the race. ■ the fourth 
highest mountain 

fourth estate or Fourth Estate noun [singular] : the peo¬ 
ple and organizations who report the news : journalists as a 
group ■ a member of the Fourth Estate 
Fourth Of July noun [singular] : independence day 
four-wheel /'foa^wi:!/ also four-wheeled /'foa^widd/ 
adj, always used before a noun : having four wheels • a. four- 
wheel vehicle 

four-wheel drive noun [noncount] : a system that applies 
engine power directly to all four wheels of a vehicle ■ a truck 
equipped with four-wheel drive 
fowl /'fawal/ noun, pi fowl also fowls 

1 a [count] : a bird (such as a chicken) that is raised for food 

— usually plural ■ raising domestic fowl ■ The young fowl/ 
fowls are fully independent when they hatch, b [noncount] 
: the meat of such a bird used as food • roasted fowl 

2 [count] old-fashioned + humorous : a bird of any kind ■ I 
spotted a long-legged fowl by the water's edge. — see also 

GUINEA FOWL, WATERFOWL, WILDFOWL 

neither fish nor fowl see ‘fish 
1 fOX /'forks/ noun, pi fox*es 

1 a [count] : a small wild ani¬ 
mal that is related to dogs and 
that has a long pointed nose 
and a bushy tail b [non¬ 
count] : the fur of a fox — of¬ 
ten used before another noun 
■ a fox coat 

2 [count] : a clever person ■ 

He’s a wily/sly old fox. ■ She’s 
crazy like a fox. [=she seems 
foolish or strange but is actu¬ 
ally very clever] 

3 [count] US, informal : an at¬ 
tractive person ■ She’s a real fox. [=she’s a very attractive 
woman] 

2 fOX verb foxes; foxed; fox.ing [+ obj] chiefly Brit 

1 : to trick or fool (someone) ■ They foxed me into telling the 
secret. — compare outfox 

2 : to confuse (someone) • The problem had us foxedl 
fOX*glOVe /'forks,glAv/ noun, pi -gloves [count] : a tall 

plant that has many white or purple bell-shaped flowers 
growing on its stem 

fOX*hole /'forks,houl/ noun, pi -holes [count] : a hole dug 
for a soldier to sit or lie in for protection from the enemy 
fOX*hOund /'forks,haund/ noun, pi -hounds [count] : a 
type of quick and strong dog that is often trained to hunt 
foxes 

fOX*huntying /'forks,hAntirj/ noun [noncount] : an activity 
in which people riding horses hunt foxes by using specially 
trained dogs 

fox terrier noun, pi ~~ -ers [count]: a type of small and live¬ 
ly dog 

fox—trot / , fa:ks,trart/ noun, pi -trots [count] : a formal 
dance that includes slow walking steps and quick running 
steps; also : the music for this dance ■ The band played a fox¬ 
trot. 

foxy /'farksi/ adj fox-i-er; -est 

1 : resembling or suggesting a fox ■ a narrow foxy face 

2 : very clever ■ a foxy politician/strategy 

3 US, informal: physically attractive : sexy ■ a foxy lady 
foy*er /'fojas 'foi,ei/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : an open area in a public building (such as a hotel or the¬ 
ater) near the entrance : a lobby or entrance hall 

2 US : an open area near the entrance in someone’s home 
fr. abbr 1 father 2 franc 3 from 

Fr. abbr 1 France; French 2 Friday 

fra*cas /'freikas, Brit 'fr£e,ka:/ noun, pi fra*cas*es (US) or 
Brit fracas [count] : a noisy argument or fight — usually 
singular ■ a drunken fracas • a minor fracas 
f rac*tion /'frzek/an/ noun, pi -tions [count] 

1 mathematics : a number (such as A or 3 A) which indicates 
that one number is being divided by another; also : a num¬ 
ber (such as 3.323) that consists of a whole number and a 
decimal 


2 : a part or amount of something ■ a fraction of an inch/sec¬ 
ond ■ We’ve described only a small fraction [-portion] of the 
available options. • The new program will provide similar 
benefits at a fraction of the cost (of the old one). [=at much 
less cost; for much less money] • The new technology allows 
us to complete the job in a fraction of the time [=in much less 
time] it formerly took, 
f raC'tion-al /'fnekjanj/ adj 

1 mathematics : of or relating to a fraction ■ fractional num¬ 
bers 

2 a ; very small ■ There has been a fractional rise in the price 
of the stock. ■ There is only a fractional improvement in the 
new version. • a fractional amount b : not complete ■ frac¬ 
tional [-partial] ownership 

— fraction.al-ly adv ■ The stock’s price rose fractionally. 
[=. slightly] 

f rac-tious /'frsekjas/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : causing trouble : hard to manage or control ■ f actious 
[=unruly] children ■ The fractious crowd grew violent. 

2 : full of anger and disagreement ■ a fractious relationship ■ 
fractious negotiations ■ a fractious political campaign 

— fractious*ness noun [noncount] 

1 frac-ture /'frzektfa 1 / noun, pi -tures [count] : the result of 
breaking something : a crack or break • a fracture in the 
Earth’s crust; especially : a broken bone ■ She suffered a 
wrist fracture when she slipped on the ice. — see also com¬ 
pound FRACTURE, SIMPLE FRACTURE, STRESS FRACTURE 

2 fracture verb -tures; -tured; -turning 

1 [+ obj] a : to cause a crack or break in (something hard, 
such as a bone) ■ She fractured [-broke] her wrist when she 
slipped on the ice. b [no obj] of something hard : to crack or 
break ■ Her wrist fractured when she fell on the ice. 

2 ; to damage or destroy (something) or to be damaged or 
destroyed in a sudden or violent way [+ obj] Their happiness 
was fractured by an unforeseen tragedy. • These problems 
may fracture the unity of the two parties, [no obj] Their frag¬ 
ile happiness/unity fractured all too soon. 

fractured adj 

1 : having a crack or break ■ a badly fractured [-broken] 
wrist ■ a fractured skull/rib ■ fractured rocks 

2 : spoken with many mistakes : not fluent ■ They couldn’t 
understand my fractured [-broken] French. 

3 : damaged or destroyed in a sudden or violent way ■ frac¬ 
tured happiness/unity 

fragile /'frsecfcal, 'fr^cfcajal/ adj [more most ~] : easily 
broken or damaged ■ the flower's fragile petals ■ Her health 
has always been very fragile. • fragile bones * an artist with a 
fragile ego ■ He is in an emotionally fragile state. : very deli¬ 
cate * her fragile beauty : not strong ■ The two countries have 
formed a fragile coalition. ■ a fragile cease-fire 

— fra-gil-Uty /fra'cfcilati/ noun [noncount] ■ the fragility of 
her health 

1 frag»ment /'frsegmant/ noun, pi -merits [count] 

1 : a broken part or piece of something ■ bone fragments ■ a 
pottery fragment ■ The dish lay in fragments on the floor. 

2 : an incomplete part ■ 1 could only hear fragments of their 
conversation. — see also sentence fragment 

2 frag«ment /'fr£eg,ment, Brit frag'ment/ verb -merits; 
-ment-ed; -ment-ing ; to break or to cause (something) to 
break into parts or pieces [no obj] The party is fragmenting 
into warring factions. [+ obj] These issues are fragmenting 
our society. ■ The property is being., fragmented into subdivi¬ 
sions. 

— frag*men*ta*tion /Jrcegman'tei/an/ noun [noncount] ■ 
the increasing fragmentation of society — fragmented adj 
[more most ~] ■ We live in an increasingly fragmented 
society. ■ a fragmented market 

frag*men*tary /'frogman,teri, Brit 'frsegmantri/ adj [more 
most ~] : made up of parts or pieces : made up of frag¬ 
ments ■ discovering fragmentary remains of primitive ani¬ 
mals ■ fragmentary [= incomplete ] evidence/fossils/memories ■ 
fragmentary information/knowledge 
fra-grance /'freigrans/ noun, pi -granc*es [count] 

1 : a pleasant and usually sweet smell ■ a flower with a lovely 
fragrance 

2 : a perfume or cologne ■ the company’s newest fragrance 
fra*grant /'freigrant/ adj [more most ~] : having a pleas¬ 
ant and usually sweet smell ■ a fragrant flower ■ The soup was 
fragrant with herbs and spices. 

fraTche see creme fraiche 

f raidy—cat /'freidi,k£et/ noun, pi -cats [count] US, informal 
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: scaredy-cat — used mainly by children or when speak¬ 
ing to children ■ Don't be such a fraidy-catl 

frail /'freil/ adj frail-er; -est 

1 : having less than a normal amount of strength or force 
: very weak ■ a .frail child ■ a. frail old man ■ I could barely 
hear her frail [=weak] voice. ■ In his old age his health be¬ 
came increasingly frail, synonyms see weak 

2 : easily damaged or destroyed ■ a small and frail ship 

— frail*ness noun [noncount] ■ the frailness [=(more com¬ 
monly) frailty] of his health 

frail*ty /'freilti/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : physical weakness : the quality or state of be¬ 
ing frail ■ the old man’s frailty ■ the frailty of her voice/health 

2 : weakness of character that causes a person to do things 
that are morally wrong [noncount] He is not immune to hu¬ 
man frailty. [=he sometimes fails to do what is fair, honest, 
etc.J [count] We can no longer be surprised by the frailties of 
our political leaders. 

1 frame /'freim/ noun, pi frames 

1 [count]: the basic structure and shape of the body of a per¬ 
son or animal ■ She had to extend every inch of her five-foot 
frame [=body] to reach the top shelf. ■ her petite/slight/thin/ 
wiry frame ■ his large/lanky/lean frame 

2 [count] : an arrangement of parts that support and form 
the basic shape of something ■ the frame of a house ■ a bicy¬ 
cle frame ■ the car’s steel frame 

3 a [count] : an open structure that holds something (such as 
glass or a picture) * a picture/window/door frame — see also 
cold frame b frames [plural ]: the plastic or metal struc¬ 
ture that holds the lenses of eyeglasses ■ I need new frames 
for my glasses. 

4 [count] a : one of the pictures in the series of pictures that 
make up a film ■ The film runs at eight frames per second. 

— see also freeze-frame b : one of the drawings in the 
series of drawings that make up a comic strip 

5 [count] computers : a section of a Web page that is like a 
small separate page : a section of a Web page that has its 
own scroll bar 

6 [count] Brit : 1 rack 6 

in the frame Brit, informal : in the position of being consid¬ 
ered for something ■ a job candidate who is still in the 
frame 

out of the frame Brit, informal: no longer in the position of 
being considered for something ■ a job candidate who is 
out of the frame 

— see also time frame 

2 frame verb frames; framed; framing [+ obj] 

1 a : to put (something) inside an open structure that holds 
it: to put (something) in a frame ■ frame a picture ■ a framed 
photograph « paintings framed with/in wood ■ steel -framed 
spectacles b : to be around the edge of (something) — usu¬ 
ally used as {be) framed ■ a house framed by a white picket 
fence ■ The child’s face was framed by brown curls. 

2 : to produce (something written or spoken) ■ It was the 
first state to frame a written constitution. : to express (a 
question, answer, etc.) in words ■ She framed her questions 
carefully. ■ He took the time to frame a thoughtful reply. 

3 : to make (an innocent person) appear to be guilty of a 
crime ■ She claims that she wa s framed. — see also frame- 
up 

— fram*er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a picture framer ■ the fram¬ 
ers of the U.S. Constitution [=the people who wrote the 
U.S. Constitution! 

frame Of mind noun, pi frames of mind [count] : the 
way someone is feeling : a person’s emotional state : MOOD ■ 
Wait until he’s in a better frame of mind. ■ a cheerful/happy/ 
relaxed frame of mind ■ a serious/somber frame of mind 
frame of reference noun, pi frames of reference 
[count] : a set of ideas, conditions, experiences, etc., that af¬ 
fect how something is thought about or understood ■ Each 
person experiences art through his or her own frame of refer¬ 
ence. ■ Her biographer tries to provide a frame of reference in 
which her work can be analyzed, 
frame— Lip /'freim,Ap/ noun, pi -ups [count] informal : a 
plan to make an innocent person appear to be guilty of a 
crime ■ She’s the victim of a frame-up. — see also 2 frame 3 
frame-work /'fremiiWjrk/ noun, pi -works [count] 

1 : the basic structure of something ■ These influences 
threaten the very framework of our society. : a set of ideas or 
facts that provide support for something • The book pro¬ 
vides a general framework for understanding modern poli¬ 
tics. ■ He questions the study’s theoretical framework. 


2 : a supporting structure : a structural frame ■ An iron 
framework surrounds the sculpture. ■ The panels are at¬ 
tached to the building's steel framework. 
franc /'frseijk/ noun, pi francs [count]: a basic unit of mon¬ 
ey that is used in some countries where French is spoken and 
that was formerly used in France, Luxembourg, and Bel¬ 
gium; also : a coin or bill representing one franc 
n fran-Chise /*fr£en,tfaiz/ noun, pi -chis*es [count] 

1 : the right to sell a company’s goods or services in a partic¬ 
ular area • She was granted an exclusive franchise in the 
city’s west end.; also : a business that is given such a right ■ 
They just opened a new fast-food franchise down the street. 

2 : the right to vote ■ The U.S. did not extend the franchise to 
women until the early 20th century. 

3 US, sports : a team that is a member of a professional 
sports league ■ He’s the best player in the history of the fran¬ 
chise. In U.S. and Canadian English, a franchise player is 
the best and most important player on a particular profes¬ 
sional sports team. 

franchise verb -chises; -chised; -chis-ing [+ obj]: to of¬ 
fer the right to sell (your company’s goods or services) in a 
particular area ■ Most of the restaurants are owned by the 
company, but 15 are franchised restaurants. [=are owned and 
operated by people who have a franchise] 
fran-Chi-see Afrsei^tfai'zi:/ noun, pi -sees [count] : some¬ 
one who has been given the right to sell a company’s goods 
or services in a particular area : a person who has been 
granted a franchise 

Fran-CO- /,fr£eTjkou/ combining form 

1 : French ■ Franco- German 

2 : France, French culture, or the French ■ a Francophile [=a 
person who greatly likes and admires France and French 
things] ■ a Francophobe [=a person who dislikes France and 
French things] 

Fran-CO—Amer-i-Can /Jrserjkowa'merakan/ noun, pi 
-cans [count] : an American whose family comes originally 
from France 

- Franco-American adj 

Fran-CO-phone /'frarjka^oun/ adj : having French as the 
main language ■ the region’s Francophone population ■ a 
Francophone neighborhood in an English-speaking country 

- Francophone noun, pi -phones [count] * a neighbor¬ 
hood that includes many Francophones [=people who 
speak French as their main language] 

1 frank /'frceijk/ adj frank-er; -est [also more most ~] — 

used to say that someone is speaking or writing in a very di¬ 
rect and honest way ■ She gave me some very frank criticism. 
■ Don’t be afraid to be perfectly/completely frank with me. • 
To be brutally frank with you, I don’t think you’re good 
enough. ■ We had a full and frank discussion. 

- frank*ness noun [noncount] ■ She spoke with surprising 
frankness. 

2 frank noun, pi franks [count] US, informal : frankfurter, 
HOT DOG ■ We ate franks and beans for lunch, 
frank-furt-er /'fraokifaTa*/ noun, pi -ers [count]: hot dog 
1 

frank-in-cense /'frseijkan^ens/ noun [noncount] : a sub¬ 
stance that is burned for its sweet smell and that was used in 
religious ceremonies in ancient times 
frank-ly /'frcegkli/ adv : in an honest and direct way ■ You 
can speak frankly to us. — often used to introduce a state¬ 
ment that tells your true opinion, reason, etc. ■ Frankly, I 
think your essay needs more work. [=1 am being honest 
when I tell you that your essay needs more work] 
fran-tic /'frsentik I adj [more most ~] 

1 : feeling or showing a lot of fear and worry ■ frantic cries 
for help ■ The girl was frantic with fear/worry. ■ They made a 
frantic search for the missing child. ■ a frantic phone call 

2 : having a lot of wild and hurried activity ■ They were mak¬ 
ing frantic preparations for the party. ■ a frantic attempt/ef¬ 
fort to finish on schedule 

- fran*ti*cal*ly /'frantikli/ adv ■ searching frantically 

frat /'frset/ noun, pi frats [count] US, informal: fraternity 
1 — often used before another noun ■ a frat party [=a party 
given by a fraternity] ■ a frat boy [=a member of a fraternity] 
fra-ter-nal /fra'tanj/ adj 

1 : of or relating to brothers ■ fraternal love 

2 : made up of membere who share an interest or purpose ■ 
He belonged to a fraternal organization. 

3 : friendly or brotherly ■ There was a fraternal feeling 
among the troops. 

- fra*ter*nal*ly adv 
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fraternal twin noun, pi ~~ twins [count] : either member of 
a pair of twins that are produced from different eggs and 
may not have the same sex or appearance — compare iden¬ 
tical twin 

fra*ter*ni‘ty /fra'touati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [count] : an organization of male students at a U.S. college 

— compare sorority 

2 [count] : a group of people who have the same job, inter¬ 
ests, etc. ■ the racing fraternity (^people who are involved or 
interested in racing] • the legal fraternity 

3 [noncount] formal: the feeling of friendship that exists be¬ 
tween people in a group • an atmosphere of fraternity and co¬ 
operation 

frat*er*nize also Brit frat*er-nise /'frasta^naiz/ verb -niz- 
es; -nized; -niz-ing [no obj] : to be friendly with someone 
: to spend time with someone in a friendly way especially 
when it is considered wrong or improper to do so ■ It is usu¬ 
ally unwise to fraternize with your employees, • The soldiers 
were caught fraternizing (with the enemy). 

— frat-er-ni-za-tion also Brit frat-er-ni-sa-tion 
Afraeta-na'zeijan, Brit ,fr£et3nai'zeij3n/ noun [noncount] 
- frat*er«niz*er also Brit frat-er«nis-er /'frseta'.naiza 1 / 
noun, pi -ers [count] 

frat«ri‘Cide /'fra 2 tre,said/ noun, pi -cides [count] : the 
crime of murdering your own brother or sister; also : a per¬ 
son who has committed this crime — compare matricide, 
patricide 

— frat*ri*cid*al /jfraetra'said!/ adj 
fraud /'fra:d/ noun, pi frauds 

1 : the crime of using dishonest methods to take something 
valuable from another person [noncount] He was found 
guilty of bank fraud. ■ credit card fraud [count] He was the 
victim of an elaborate fraud. — see also wire fraud 

2 [count] a : a person who pretends to be what he or she is 
not in order to trick people • He claimed he was a licensed 
psychologist, but he turned out to be a fraud, b : a copy of 
something that is meant to look like the real thing in order to 
trick people • The UFO picture was proved to be a fraud. 

fraud*Ster /'fraidsta'/ noun, pi -sters [count] chiefly Brit : a 
person who commits fraud 

fraudulent /'fra.cfealant/ adj [more most ~] : done to 
trick someone for the purpose of getting something valuable 
• Corrupt leaders were chosen in a fraudulent election. ■ 
fraudulent use of a credit card • a fraudulent claim ■ the vic¬ 
tim of a fraudulent scheme 

— fraud-u-lence /'fraicfeatans/ noun [noncount] — fraud-u- 
lent-iy adv 

fraught /Trait/ adj : causing or having a lot of emotional 
stress or worry : anxious • a fraught silence/atmosphere 
Fraught in this sense is more common in British English than 
in U.S. English. 

fraught with : full of (something bad or unwanted) • The sit¬ 
uation was fraught with danger. [=very dangerous] • The 
paper was poorly researched and fraught with errors. 
n fray /'frei/ noun, pi frays [count] : a fight, struggle, or dis¬ 
agreement that involves many people ■ He threw himself into 
the fray. • He joined/entered the political fray, 
above the fray : not directly involved in an angry or diffi¬ 
cult struggle or disagreement ■ His political aides handled 
the controversy while he remained above the fray. 

2 fray verb frays; frayed; fraydng : to cause (a cloth or other 
material) to become worn down at the end or edge : to sepa¬ 
rate the threads of (a material) [+ obj] She frayed the edges 
of her cutoff jeans. = She frayed her cutoff jeans at the edges. 
[no obj] The cuffs of the old shirt were fraying. — often used 
figuratively • Her temper was starting to fray. [=she was be¬ 
ginning to get angry] • His nerves were frayedjfraying. • their 
frayed/fraying friendship 

1 fraz«zle /'frazal/ verb fraz*zles; fraz-zled; fraz-zling [+ 

obj] informal : to make (someone) very nervous or upset ■ 
He’s a clever player who knows how to frazzle his opponents. 

• • frazzle someone’s nerves 

— frazzled acfj [more most —J • feeling very tired and fraz¬ 

zled ■ frazzled nerves 

2 f razzle noun 

to a frazzle informal 1 : to a very tired or nervous condi¬ 
tion • By the end of the day, the waitress was worn to a 
frazzle. [=was exhausted] 2 Brit : to a state of being hard, 
dry, and easily broken ■ The toast had been burned to a 
frazzle. [-burned to a crisp] 

1 freak /'friik/ noun, pi freaks [count] 

1 a disapproving : a very strange or unusual person • Who's 


that freak [-weirdo] with the green hair? ■ eccentric, artistic 
types whom many regarded as freaks • a hippie freak b old- 
fashioned + sometimes offensive : a person or animal that is 
physically abnormal • a circus freak • I had a terrible rash on 
my face, and I felt like a freak. • a freak show 

2 informal : a person who is very interested or active in 
something specified • a magazine for computer freaks [= en¬ 
thusiasts ] • a fitness freak • a movie freak — see also con¬ 
trol FREAK, NEAT FREAK 

3 informal : a person who uses a specified illegal drug ■ a 
speed freak 

4 : something (such as an event) that is very unusual or un¬ 
expected ■ Through some incredible freak of fate [=strange 
event] they survived the shipwreck. — see also freak of 
NATURE 

2 freak adj, always used before a noun : not natural, normal, or 
likely • He was the victim of a freak accident. • a freak occur¬ 
rence 

3 freak verb freaks; freaked; freak*ing informal 

1 [+ obj] : to make (someone) very upset • He was a little 
freaked by the accident. — usually + out "He was a little 
freaked out by the accident. • It freaks me out to see people 
being so violent. • She was freaked out by what you said. 

2 [no obj] : to become very upset ■ She really freaked when 
you said that. — often + out • She really freaked out. • He 
freaked out when he saw his girlfriend kiss another guy. 

freaking /'friikp, 'fri.kio/ adj, US, informal + impolite — 
used to make an angry statement more forceful ■ Give me 
the freaking keys! 

— freaking adv ■ She is so freaking annoying! 
freakish /'friikijy adj [more most ~] : very strange or 

abnormal ■ freakish weather • a freakish twist of fate 

— freak*ish*ly adv • He has a freakishly large nose, •freak¬ 
ishly hot weather — freak-ish-ness noun [noncount] 

freak Of nature noun, pi freaks of nature [count]: a per¬ 
son or thing that is very unusual or abnormal ■ He’s an amaz¬ 
ing athlete—a real freak of nature. • The storm that destroyed 
the house was a freak of nature. 
freaky /'friiki/ adj freak-i-er; -est informal : strange or un¬ 
usual ■ That book was kind of freaky. • a freaky kid wearing a 
weird hat 

1 freck*le /'frekal/ noun, pi freckdes [count] : a small, 
brownish spot on someone’s skin • a pale, redheaded girl 
with freckles across her cheeks • a freckle-faced girl 
2 freckle verb freckles; freckded; freckding : to be or be¬ 
come marked with freckles or spots [no obj] His skin freck¬ 
les but doesn’t tan. [+ obj] Tiny black spots freckled the 
walls. 

— freckled adj [more most ~] • She has a freckled face. 
I=she has many freckles on her face] 

1 free /'fri:/ adj fre«er fre-est 

1 : not costing any money • They’re giving out free tickets to 
the show. • The school newsletter is free. • free advice ■ free 
drinks/food ■ The tickets are free for the taking. [=anyone 
who wants one can take one] • The store is offering a calcula¬ 
tor as a free gift. [=something that is given to people to help 
get new customers for a business] 

2 a : not held as a slave or prisoner ■ After 10 years in jail, he 
was finally a free man. — often used after set ■ After 10 years, 
they finally set him free, b : not physically held by some¬ 
thing • The animal struggled to get free of/from the trap. ■ 
His legs became caught in the net, and he was unable to get 
himself/ree. 

3 : able to do what you want to do : able to move, go, or act 
without being stopped — followed by to + verb • You are free 
to leave. • You’re (entirely) free to do whatever you want to 
do. • We were free to choose from among several options. 

4 a : not controlled by a harsh ruler or laws ■ He dreamed of 
a day when his people would be free. • a free society • I can 
say whatever I want to say. This is a free country, b : not 
limited by government control ■ free competition ■ free and 
democratic elections • free speech — see also free enter¬ 
prise, FREE MARKET, FREE TRADE 

5a: not limited by fear, uncertainty, etc. : open ■ a free ex¬ 
pression of opinions ■ a free exchange of ideas • Children are 
often freer and more imaginative than adults in their writing, 
b : not limited in any way • Your password allows you to 
have free access to the system. • The ships were allowed free 
passage into and out of the port. — see also free hand, 
free love, free rein at rein 

6 : not having, including, or suffering from something un¬ 
pleasant, painful, or unwanted — usually + from or of • free 
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from worry/disease ■ The product is guaranteed to be free of/ 
from major defects. ■ The speech was free of political rheto¬ 
ric. »writing that is free of jargon — sometimes used in com¬ 
bination ■ jargon-/ree writing ■ sugar -free chewing gum ■ 
After struggling with her addiction for many years, she is fi¬ 
nally drug-free. [=she has finally stopped using drugs] — see 
also SCOT-FREE 

7 a : not required to be doing something : having nothing 
that must be done instead ■ I’m free tomorrow night. ■ We’re 
having a party next Saturday. Are you free! b of time : not 
being used for work or other activities ■ Wednesday is her 
only free afternoon. ■ I wish I had more free time. ■ He spends 
a lot of his free time [=time when he is not working on his 
job] tinkering with his car. 

8 a : not being used ■ I’m going to call my mother as soon as 
the phone \sfree. ■ “Excuse me: is this seat free?” Tm sorry: 
it’s taken.” ■ There’s not enough free space on my computer’s 
hard drive to install the software, b : not holding anything ■ 
He waved at us with his free hand. C : not attached to any¬ 
thing ■ She held onto the free end of the rope. 

9 : not covered or filled with things : CLEAR ■ We’ll need a 
lot of free floor space for the dancing lesson. ■ The hallway 
should be kept free of clutter. 

10 : giving, doing, or saying something very often ■ He seems 
to be very free about giving people his advice. = He seems to 
be very free with his advice. = [=he seems to give his advice 
very often, even when it is not wanted] ■ She’s very free with 
her money. = She’s a free spender. [=she spends her money 
freely; she spends a lot of money without worrying about 
trying to save it] ■ ( chiefly Brit ) He had a habit of making free 
with other people’s money. [=of using other people’s money 
freely] 

11 of a translation : not closely following or matching the 
original language : not exact ■ This is a very free [-loose] 
translation of the original poem. 

(as) free as a bird : completely free ■ After he left school he 
felt as free as a bird. 

feel free — used to tell someone that there is no reason to 
hesitate about doing something ■ Feel free to call me if you 
have any questions. 

for free : without charge : at no cost ■ If you buy two boxes 
of cereal, you’ll get another box for free. [=without paying 
any more money] 

free and easy 1 : very informal and relaxed ■ a teacher 
with a free and easy manner ■ a free and easy atmosphere 
2 : not strict or careful enough • They have been too free 
and easy in accepting political contributions. 

— free-ly adv ■ He freely admitted that he had lied. ■ We 
passed freely through the gate. ■ Wine flowed freely. ■ She 
spends money freely. 

2 free adv 

1 : in a free way ■ The gate opened, and the animals ran free. 

2 : without charge : at no cost ■ Children will be admitted 
free, [-for free] ■ Buy one, get one free. 

break free see ’break 

free and clear : without owing any money ■ I’ve paid off my 
mortgage and now I own the property free and clear. [=1 no 
longer owe any money for the property] 
free of charge : without charge : at no cost ■ He offered his 
services free of charge. (=without receiving money] 
home free see 2 home 

3 free verb frees; freed; freezing [+ obj] : to cause (someone 
or something) to be free: such as a : to release (a person or 
animal) from a prison, cage, etc. ■ The government has 
agreed to free all political prisoners (from jail). ■ The gunman 
freed two of the hostages. ■ The animals were freed from their 
cages, b : to release (someone or something) from being 
physically held or blocked ■ His legs became tangled in the 
net, and he was unable to free himself. ■ He was unable to 
free his legs from the net. ■ The animal struggled to free itself 
from the trap. C : to cause or allow (someone or some¬ 
thing) to stop having or being affected by something un¬ 
pleasant, painful, or unwanted — +from or of ■ He has strug¬ 
gled to free himself from debt. ■ The new road will help to 
free the city of traffic jams. ■ patients trying to free them¬ 
selves from dependence on drugs d : to make (something) 
available for use ■ I’ll see if I can free (up) some time on my 
schedule next week so that we can meet. ■ We need to delete 
more files to free (up) space on the computer’s hard drive, e 
: to give more free time to (someone) ■ Hiring an assistant 
has freed him to spend more time with his family, f : to re¬ 
move limits from (someone or something) ■ She encourages 
her students to fr ee their imaginations. 


free on bail, freed on bail see ’bail 
free agent noun, pi ~ agents [count] 

1 : a person who is able to act freely without being con¬ 
trolled by someone else 

2 : a professional athlete (such as a baseball player) who is 
free to sign a contract to play for any team 

— free agency noun [noncount] ■ an athlete who has be¬ 
come eligible for free agency 

free-base /'fri:,beis/ noun [noncount] : a form of cocaine 
that can be smoked 

— freebase verb -bas-es; -based; -bas-ing [no obj] a 
drug addict who freebases [+ obj] a drug addict who free- 
bases cocaine 

free-bie or free-bee /'fri:bi/ noun, pi -bies or -bees 

[count] informal : something that is given for free • On the 
store’s opening day, the manager gave out hats, small toys, 
and other freebies. 

free-born /’frk’bo^n/ adj : not bom in slavery ■ a freeborn 
citizen 

free-dom /'frkdam/ noun, pi -doms 

1 [noncount]: the state of being free: such as a : the power 
to do what you want to do : the ability to move or act freely 
■ religious freedom ■ academic freedom ■ He thinks children 
these days have too much freedom. ■ She has the freedom to 
do as she likes. • freedom of choice ■ freedom of speech/ex¬ 
pression [=the right to express your opinions freely] ■ free¬ 
dom of the press [=the right to publish books, newspapers, 
etc., without being controlled by the government] b : the 
state of not being a slave, prisoner, etc. ■ a political prisoner 
struggling to win his freedom C : the state of not having or 
being affected by something unpleasant, painful, or unwant¬ 
ed — + from ■ freedom from care ■ freedom from pain/fear ■ 
freedom from responsibility d : the right to use something 
or go somewhere without being controlled ■ freedom of the 
seas 

2 [count] : a political right ■ an important freedom ■ basic hu¬ 
man freedoms 

freedom fighter noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a person who is 
part of an organized group fighting against a cruel and un¬ 
fair government or system 

free enterprise noun [noncount] : a system in which pri¬ 
vate businesses are able to compete with each other with lit¬ 
tle control by the government — called also private enter¬ 
prise 

free fall noun, pi ~ falls 

1 [noncount] : the state or condition of falling through the 
air toward the ground ■ a parachutist in free fall [=a para¬ 
chutist who is falling through the air before the parachute 
opens] 

2 a [noncount] : the condition of quickly becoming lower, 
less, or fewer ■ Sales were in free fall. • Stock prices have gone 
into fr ee fall. [=they are going down very quicklyl b [count] 
: a fast or continuing drop ■ There has been a free fall in 
stock prices. I=stock prices have gone down very quickly] 

free—float-ing /'frk'floutii)/ adj : not connected or at¬ 
tached to anything ■ free-floating ideas : not directed at or 
caused by anything specific ■ free-floating anxiety 
free—for—all / l fri:f3,ra:l/ noun, pi -alls [count] : an uncon¬ 
trolled fight or competition that involves many people ■ A 
fight between two players quickly turned into a free-for-all 
involving all the players on both teams. — often used figura¬ 
tively to describe a wild and noisy disagreement • The press 
conference turned into a fr ee-for-all. 
free—form /'frii'foa-m/ adj, always used before a noun : cre¬ 
ated or done in any way you choose : not required to have 
particular patterns or forms ■ fi ee-form dancing 
free-hand /'frkjiaend /adj, always used before a noun : done 
without special tools or instruments ■ She took a course in 
freehand drawing. ■ a freehand sketch 

— freehand adv ■ She drew the picture freehand. 
free hand noun 

a free hand : the freedom to do things and make decisions 
without being controlled by another ■ Her father gave her 
a free hand in running the family business. [=her father let 
her run the family business as she wanted to] 
free kick noun, pi ~ kicks [count] soccer : a kick that is 
made without being stopped or slowed by an opponent and 
that is allowed because of a foul by an opponent 
free-lance /■frkjaens/a*# : earning money by being hired to 
work on different jobs for short periods of time rather than 
by having a permanent job with one employer ■ a freelance 
writer ■ a freelance worker; also : done or produced by a 
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freelance worker • a freelance job • looking for freelance 
work ■ I wrote a freelance article for a nature magazine. 

— freelance adv ■ working freelance — freelance verb 
-lanc-es; -lanced; -lancing [no obj] ■ a writer who 
freelances 

freeioad / l fri:,loud/ verb -loads; -load*ed; -loading [no 

obj] informal + disapproving: to get or ask for things (such as 
food, money, or a place to live) from people without paying 
for them ■ He often freeloads [=; mooches ] off his relatives. 

— f reeioad*er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a lazy freeloader 
free love noun [noncount] : the practice of having sex with 

many people instead of with just one partner 
free-man /'friiman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] : a free 
man : a man who is not a slave 
free market noun, pi '** -kets [count] : an economic market 
or system in which prices are based on competition among 
private businesses and not controlled by a government 

— free—market adj, always used before a noun • a free- 
market economy •)bee-market principles 

Free*ma*SOn /'frii'meisn/ noun.pl- sons [count] : a mem¬ 
ber of a large organization of men who have secret rituals 
and who give help to other members — called also Mason 

— Free-ma-son-ry /'frii'meisnri/ noun [noncount] • learn¬ 
ing about the origins of Freemasonry 

free-range /'frii.remch/ adj : allowed to move around free¬ 
ly : not kept in cages • free-range chickens; also : coming 
from free-range animals ■ free-range eggs 
free ride noun, pi ~~ rides [count] : special treatment that 
involves giving away something that is valuable or expensive 
■ The state university offered him a free ride for all four years 
of college—his football scholarship would cover tuition, 
room and board, and other expenses. ■ companies getting a 
free ride at the taxpayer’s expense 
free spirit noun, pi ~ -its [count] usually approving : a per¬ 
son who thinks and acts in a free way without worrying 
about normal social rules ■ Their daughter is a real free spirit. 
free*Stand*ing /'frii'stEendii)/ adj : standing alone without 
being attached to or supported by something else ■ a free¬ 
standing wall 

free*Style /'fri:,staj3l/ noun [singular] 

1 : a competition (such as a swimming race) in which the 
competitors are allowed to use different styles or methods ■ 
the one-mile freestyle — often used before another noun ■ a 
freestyle race ■ freestyle skating 
2: 2 crawl 2 

free-think*er /'frk'Biijkay noun, pi -ers [count] : a person 
who forms his or her own opinions about important subjects 
(such as religion and politics) instead of accepting what oth¬ 
er people say 

— free-thinking /'frii'eiqkir)/ adj 

free throw noun, pi ~~ throws [count] : a basketball shot 
worth one point that must be made from behind a special 
line and that is given because of a foul by an opponent ■ 
make/miss a free throw — called also foul shot 
free trade noun [noncount] : a system of trade between na¬ 
tions in which there are no special taxes placed on imports 
free verse noun [noncount] : poetry that does not rhyme 
and does not have a regular rhythm 
free*ware / , fri:,wep i / noun [noncount] : computer software 
that can be used at no cost — compare shareware 
f ree*way /‘fri:,wei/ noun, pi -ways [count] US : a wide high¬ 
way that is built for fast travel 

free»wheel*ing /,fri:'wi:liT)/ adj : free and loose in style or 
manner : not held back by rules, duties, or worries ■ a free¬ 
wheeling young adventurer ■ She led a freewheeling life in the 
city. : not controlled or limited ■ a freewheeling discussion/ 
investigation ■ freewheeling competition 
free will noun [noncount] 

1 : the ability to choose how to act ■ I do this of my own free 
will. [=1 do this because I want to do it; no one is forcing me 
to do thisj 

2 : the ability to make choices that are not controlled by fate 
or God ■ He argues that all humans have Tree will. 

1 freeze /'fri:z/ verb freez-es; froze /'frouz/; frozen 
/'frouzn/; freezing 

1 : to be become a hard substance (such as ice) because of 
cold [no obj] Water freezes (in)to ice. ■ The pond froze over. 
[=the surface of the pond froze] ■ The pond froze solid. [=the 
water in the pond froze completely] [+ obj] The low temper¬ 
ature froze the river (over). 

2 [no obj] : to be very cold ■ The children are going \o freeze 


out there without their coats. ■ She nearly froze to death. 
[=nearly died from the cold] 

3 : to become blocked or unable to move because of ice [no 
obj] The water pipes froze. • My car doors froze. [+ obj] The 
cold weather froze the water pipes. 

4 : to preserve (food) by storing it in a very cold place [+ 
obj] We froze the leftovers. [=we put the leftovers in the 
freezer] [no obj] Some vegetables don’t freeze well. 

5 a [no obj] : to stop moving : to become completely still ■ 
The guard ordered him to freeze. ■ The deer froze in the road 
as the car approached it. b [no obj] : to become unable to 
do or say anything ■ She froze (up) when the teacher asked 
her a difficult question. C [no obj] : to stop working ■ The 
engine suddenly/roze. ■ My computer has frozen (up) again, 
d [+ obj] : to cause (a person or animal) to stop moving ■ A 
fake by the quarterback froze the defender. • The lights of 
the approaching car froze the deer. 

6 [+ obj] a : to stop (something, such as prices or wages) 
from changing or increasing • The government froze prices 
on certain materials. ■ The struggling company had to freeze 
wages and eliminate several jobs, b : to stop (money or 
property) from being used, spent, etc. ■ The government has 
frozen foreign assets. 

freeze out [phrasal verb] freeze out (someone) or freeze 
(someone) out: to not allow (someone) to be included in 
an activity or group ■ a politician who is being frozen out by 
former supporters who accuse him of betraying the party 
frozen stiff see 2 stiff 
when hell freezes over see hell 

— freezing adj or adv • Turn up the heat—I’m freezing (to 
death)! [=I’m very cold] ■ It’s freezing in here! • The weather 
has been freezing [=very cold] lately. ■ freezing weather ■ It’s 
freezing cold [=very cold] in here! 

2 freeze noun, pi freezes [count] 

1 : a period in which the weather is very cold : a time when 
temperatures are below 32°F or 0°C ■ The freeze destroyed 
many oranges. 

2 : a stop in the increase, decrease, or change of prices or 
wages • a six-month wage freeze = a six-month freeze on wag¬ 
es • a price freeze 

freeze—dry /'friiz'drai/ verb -dries; -dried; -drying [+ 

obj] : to preserve (something, such as food) by a process that 
both dries and freezes it ■ a process used to freeze-dry food 

— freeze—dried adj ■ freeze-dried foods ■ freeze-dried coffee 
freeze—frame /’frirzfreim/ noun, pi -frames : a still, un¬ 
changing picture produced in a movie or video [count] The 
movie ended with a freeze-frame of the child waving at his 
mother, [noncount] The VCR allows you to fast-forward, re¬ 
verse, or put the picture in freeze-frame. 

-freeze-frame verb -frames; -framed; -framing [+ 

obj] •freeze-frame an image 

freez*er /'friiza 1 / noun, pi -ers [count]: a device or room for 
freezing food or keeping it frozen ■ a freezer compartment ■ 
Don’t forget to put the ice cream back in the freezer. — see 
picture at kitchen 

freezing point noun, pi — points [count] : the tempera¬ 
ture at which a liquid freezes • The freezing point of water is 0 
degrees Celsius and 32 degrees Fahrenheit. 

1 freight /'freit/ noun, pi freights 

1 [noncount] a : goods that are carried by ships, trains, 
trucks, or airplanes • trains that carry both passengers and 
freight ■ The freight arrived by steamboat, b : the system by 
which goods are carried from one place to another ■ The or¬ 
der was shipped by freight. 

2 [noncount] : the amount of money paid for carrying goods 
■ paid the full freight — sometimes used figuratively in U.S. 
English ■ parents struggling to pay the freight [=to pay] for 
their children’s college education ■ He warns that taxpayers 
will end up paying the freight for the new stadium. 

3 [count] US : freight train ■ an eastboundjfe/g/*/ 
2 freight verb freights; freighted; freighting [+ obj] 

1 : to send (goods) from one place to another ■ cargo freight¬ 
ed by airplane 

2 : to cause (something) to have or carry many things : to 
load or burden (something) — usually used as (be) freighted ■ 
an essay freighted with complex arguments [=an essay that 
has too many complex arguments] 

freight car noun, pi ~ cars [count] US : a railroad car that 
is used for carrying goods — called also (Brit) wagon 
freight-er /'freiW noun, pi -ers [count]: a large ship that is 
used to carry goods — see picture at ship 
freight train noun, pi ~ trains [count] : a train that carries 
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goods : a train that carries freight 
1 French /'frentf/ adj : of or relating to France, its people, or 
their language ■ French cuisine ■ French literature 
2 French noun 

1 [ noncount ]: the language of the French people ■ learned to 
speak French 

2 the French : the people of France : French people ■ the 
customs of the French 

pardon my French see ‘pardon 
French bean noun, pi ~ beans [count] Brit : green bean 
French bread noun [ noncount ] : a type of crusty bread 
that is baked in long, thin loaves 
French Canadian noun, pi ~ -ians [count] : a Canadian 
whose family comes originally from France ■ the French Ca¬ 
nadians of Quebec and other provinces 

- French-Canadian adj 

French door noun, pi ~ doors [count] chiefly US 

: FRENCH WINDOW 

French dressing noun [noncount] 

1 US : a creamy salad dressing that is flavored with tomatoes 

2 chiefly Brit: a salad dressing made of vinegar and oil with 
spices 

french—fried adj, chiefly US : fried in deep fat ■ french-fried 
onions ■ french-fried potatoes 

french fry or French fry noun, pi ~ fries [count] chiefly 
US : a long, thin piece of potato that is fried in deep fat — 
called also (Brit) chip, (US) fry 

French horn noun, pi ~ horns [count] ; a brass musical in¬ 
strument that has a long tube which forms a circle and has a 
wide opening at one end — see picture at brass instru¬ 
ment 

French kiss noun, pi ~ kisses [count] : a kiss made with 
the mouths open and the tongues touching 
French-man /'frcntfman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] : a 
French man 

French polish noun [noncount] Brit : a kind of liquid 
(called a varnish) that is used on wood to make it shiny 
French toast noun [noncount] : bread that is covered in a 
mixture of eggs and milk and fried at low heat ■ a slice of 
French toast 

French window noun, pi ~ -dows [count]: a pair of win¬ 
dows that have many small panes and that reach to the floor 
and open in the middle like doors 
French-wom-an /'frentf,wuman/ noun, pi -wom-en 
/-,wiman/ [count] : a French woman 
fre-net-ic /fn'netik/ adj [more most ~] : filled with ex¬ 
citement, activity, or confusion : wild or frantic ■ The cele¬ 
bration was noisy and frenetic. • frenetic activity 

- fre-net-i-cal-ly /fn'nctikli/ adv ■ a frenetically fast pace ■ 
dancing frenetically 

fren-Zied /'frenzid/ adj [more most ~] : very excited or 
upset ■ frenzied dancing ■ The screams of the fans grew more 
frenzied as the concert progressed. 

- fren*zied-ly adv 

fren-Zy /'frenzi/ noun, pi -zies [count] : great and often wild 
or uncontrolled activity ■ the buying frenzy just before 
Christmas ■ The partygoers worked themselves (up) into a 
frenzy. ■ a frenzy of shopping — see also feeding frenzy 
fre-quen-cy /'frirkwansi/ noun, pi -cies 

1 [noncount] : the fact or condition of happening often 
: common occurrence ■ the alarming frequency of serious 
automobile accidents caused by young drivers ■ The frequen¬ 
cy of student errors was frustrating to the young teacher. 

2 [noncount] : the number of times that something happens 
during a particular period ■ The frequency of our visits de¬ 
creased [=our visits occurred less often] during the school 
year. ■ Our visits decreased in frequency. ■ Errors were occur¬ 
ring with increasing frequency. ■ high/low frequency 

3 technical : the number times that something (such as a 
sound wave or radio wave) is repeated in a period of time 
(such as a second) [noncount] a sound wave of YngjhfXowfre¬ 
quency [count] waves having very different frequencies from 
one another ■ high/low frequencies • a current having a fre¬ 
quency of 60 hertz ■ a radio frequency of 30 megahertz 

1 fre»quent /'fri:kwant/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : Happening often ■ We made frequent trips to town. ■ a fre¬ 

quent [=common, usual] occurrence ■ This bus makes fre¬ 
quent stops. -opposite INFREQUENT 

2 : acting or returning regularly or often ■ She was a frequent 

visitor to the museum. ■ He is one of our most frequent cus¬ 
tomers. -opposite INFREQUENT 


— f re-quentdy adv ■ I see her frequently. ■ This list is updat¬ 
ed frequently. 

2 fre-quent /fri'kwent/ verb -quents; -quent-ed; -quent- 

ing [+ obj] : to visit or go to (a place) often ■ He began fre¬ 
quenting cheap bars. ■ a neighborhood frequented by tourists 

■ a restaurant frequented by local politicians 

— f re-quent-er noun, pi -ers [count] • a frequenter of cheap 
bars 

f reS-CO /'freskou/ noun, pi -coes 

1 [noncount]: the art of painting on wet plaster ■ scenes done 
in fresco 

2 [count] : a painting that is done on wet plaster ■ a ceiling 
fresco 

1 fresh /'frejv adj fresh-er; -est 

1 a : newly produced, made, gathered, etc. : not preserved 
by being frozen, canned, etc. ■ fresh vegetables = vegetables 
fi'esh from the farm = farm-fresh vegetables ■ You can use ei¬ 
ther fresh or dried basil for this recipe. • fresh fish [=fish that 
were caught and killed very recently] b : not old, spoiled, 
etc. ■ fresh bread = bread fresh from the oven = o\en-fresh 
bread ■ The meat was kept fi'esh in the refrigerator. » a bou¬ 
quet of fi'esh flowers 

2 a : clean and pure ■ fresh air ■ fresh flavors ■ fresh colors b 
: not having an unpleasant smell, taste, etc. ■ fi'esh breath C 
: not worn or dirty ■ He changed into a fresh shirt. ■ She 
brought a fresh change of clothes. 

3 : full of life and energy ■ She rose fresh from a good night’s 
sleep. ■ She always seems to be (as) fresh as a daisy. [=very 
fresh; not at all tiredl 

4 : not containing salt ■ fresh water 

5 a : newly made, experienced, or received ■ a fresh wound 
b : replacing something old or used ■ Can I get you a fi'esh 
drink? ■ I used a fresh piece of paper. • Let’s make a fresh 
start. [=let’s start again] C : remaining clear : not faded ■ I’d 
like to take the test soon, while the information is still fresh 
in my mind. [=while I still remember the information clearly] 

■ memories that remained fresh d : new and original ■ She 
offered fresh insight into the problem. ■ a young writer with 
fresh ideas ■ Let’s try a fresh approach to this problem. 

6 a : behaving or talking in a rude or impolite way ■ Don’t 
be/get fresh with the teacher. ■ a very fresh kid b old- 
fashioned : behaving or talking in a way that shows sexual 
attraction to someone ■ He tried to get fresh with me. 

7 of wind : fairly strong ■ a fresh breeze 
a breath of fresh air see breath 

fresh from or fresh out of : having recently left or come 
from (a place, such as a school) ■ new employees fresh out 
of college ■ a young doctor fresh from medical school 
fresh off the boat see ‘boat 

— fresh-ly adv ■ a freshly baked pie ■ freshly polished boots 
— fresh-ness noun [count, noncount] ■ The fruit had been 
shipped a great distance, and lacked flavor and freshness. • 
Several critics praised the freshness of her style. 

2 fresh adv : just recently : newly, freshly • This bread was 
baked fresh. — usually used in combination ■ fresh-baked 
bread ■ fresh- laid eggs 

fresh out (of something) US, informal — used to say that 
you do not have any more of something ■ “Are there any 
bagels left?’’ “I’m sorry, we’re fresh out (of them)." ■ I’m 
fresh out of ideas. [=1 don’t have any more ideas] ■ We’re 
fresh out of time. 

fresh-en /'frejan/ verb -ens; -ened; -en-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to make (something) fresh : to cause (something) 
to be more pleasant ■ We tried to freshen (up) the room [=to 
give the room a brighter appearance] with some color. ■ a 
mint that freshens the breath 

2 [+ obj] chiefly US, informal: to pour more of a usually al¬ 
coholic drink into someone’s glass ■ Can I freshen your 
drinkl 

3 [no obj] of wind : to become stronger ■ The wind/breeze 
suddenly freshened. 

freshen up [phrasal verb] : to wash yourself in order to feel 
clean and fresh ■ After my walk, I freshened up with a 
shower. 

— f resh-en*er /'fre/ana*/ noun, pi -ers [count] ■ an air/room 
fieshener [=something used to make the air in a room smell 
fresher or more pleasant] ■ a breath freshener 

fresh-er /'frej>/ noun, pi -ers [count] Brit, informal : a uni¬ 
versity freshman 

fresh-faced /'fre.f'feist/ adj : having a young, healthy, and 
innocent appearance ■ fresh-faced young students 
fresh-man /'frejman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] 
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1 : a student in the first year of high school or college ■ My 
daughter’s a freshman at UCLA. — often used before anoth¬ 
er noun • She had a successful freshman year. — compare 
SOPHOMORE, JUNIOR, SENIOR 

2 chiefly US : someone who is starting a job or activity : be¬ 
ginner ■ He was the best freshman in professional basket¬ 
ball this year. — often used before another noun ■ a. fresh¬ 
man congressman 

fresh*wa«ter / , frej , wa:to/ adj , always used before a noun 
: of, relating to, or living in water that is not salty ■ freshwater 
fish ■ a freshwater stream — compare SALTWATER 
1 fret /'fret/ verb frets; fret .ted; fret-ting [no obj ] : to worry 
or be concerned ■ I was sure we wouldn’t get there in time, 
but she told me not to fret. ■ Don’t fret. We won’t miss the 
plane. ■ It turned out that it was nothing to fret about/over. 
2 fret noun [singular] informal : a state of being worried or up¬ 
set ■ Don’t get in (such) a ffet\ We won’t miss the plane. 

— compare 3 FRET 

3 fret noun, pi frets [count] : any one of a series of ridges on 
the neck of some stringed musical instruments (such as a 
guitar) — compare 2 FRET 

— fret-less adj ■ a fretless bass — fretted adj • fretted instru¬ 
ments 

fret-ful /'frctfsl/ adj [more —; most ~] 

1 : upset and worried ■ a fretful child 

2 : not relaxing or restful ■ He fell into a fretful sleep. 

— fret-flil-ly adv • He was sleeping fretfully. — fret-ful-ness 
noun [ noncount ] • the child’s fretfulness 

f ret-work /'fret,w3>k/ noun [ noncount\ : patterns or decora¬ 
tion on a surface made by cutting into or through the sur¬ 
face 

Freud-i-an /'froidijon/ adj 

1 : of, relating to, or following the theories of Sigmund 
Freud ■ Freudian psychology ■ a Freudian psychologist 

2 : relating to or coming from very deeply hidden desires or 
feelings ■ a Freudian compulsion ■ a Freudian joke 

— Freudian noun, pi -ians [count] ■ The psychologist con¬ 
siders himself a Freudian. 

Freudian Slip noun, pi ~ slips [count] : a mistake in 
speech that shows what the speaker is truly thinking ■ He 
meant to say “I’m glad you’re here," but what came out was 
a Freudian slip: “I’m mad you’re here." 

Fri. abbr Friday 

fri-a-ble /'frajabal/ adj [more most technical : easily 
broken into smaller pieces ■ friable soil 

— fri-a-bil-i-ty /.fraja'bibti/ noun [noncount] 

f ri-ar /'frajay noun, pi -ars [count] : a member of a men’s Ro¬ 
man Catholic group who is poor and studies or teaches 
about Christianity 

fric-as-see /'frika.si:, Brit 'fnk3,sei/ noun, pi -sees [count, 
noncount] : a dish of small pieces of meat cooked in liquid 
and served in a thick white sauce ■ chicken fricassee 
fric*a»tive /'frikativ/ noun, pi -fives [count] linguistics : a 
sound made by forcing air out of your mouth through a nar¬ 
row opening that is made using the lips, teeth, or tongue ■ 
The sounds /fv05sz/3h/ are English fricatives. 

— fricative adj ■ a fricative consonant 
fric-tion /'frikjan/ noun [noncount] 

1 a : the act of rubbing one thing against another ■ Friction 
causes heat. ■ the friction of sandpaper on wood b : the 
force that causes a moving object to slow down when it is 
touching another object • Oil in a car engine reduces/lessens 
friction. 

2 : disagreement or tension between people or groups of 
people • It was difficult to reach an agreement because of the 
friction between the two sides. 

— fric-tion-al /'frik fan}/ adj, technical • fictional heating 
— fric-tion-less /'frikjanlos/ adj ■ a frictionless surface 

Fri-day /'frai,dei/ noun . pi -days : the day of the week be¬ 
tween Thursday and Saturday [count] She was here last Fri¬ 
day. • My birthday falls on a Friday this year. ■ (Brit) I’ll ar¬ 
rive on the Monday and leave on the Friday. • The class 
meets on Fridays. [=every Friday] [noncount] I will arrive on 
Friday. = (chiefly US) I will arrive Friday. ■ I’ll arrive on Mon¬ 
day and leave on Friday. — abbr. Fri.\ see also good Fri¬ 
day 

— Fridays adv ■ He works late Fridays. [=he works late ev¬ 
ery Friday] 

fridge /*fricfc/ noun, pi fridg-es [count] : refrigerator ■ 
Please put the milk in the fridge. In U.S. English, fridge is 
informal, but in British English it is the usual word for a re¬ 
frigerator. 


fridge—freezer noun, pi -ers [count] Brit : a kitchen appli¬ 
ance that includes both a refrigerator and a freezer I n U.S. 
English, this appliance is usually called a refrigerator. 
fried /'fraid/ adj 

1 : cooked in hot oil ■ fried fish 

2 US, informal : not able to think clearly because you are 
very tired ■ Sorry, I’m just fried today. 

fried rice noun [noncount] chiefly US : a dish of rice that is 
cooked and then fried with soy sauce and vegetables, meat, 
or beaten eggs 

friend /'frend/ noun, pi friends [count] 

1 : a person who you like and enjoy being with ■ I’d like you 
to meet my friend. ■ She is such a good/close/dear friend (of 
mine). ■ We’re last friends. = We’re the best of friends. ■ He’s 
no friend of mine. ■ He has always been a good friend to me. 
[=he has always helped or supported me as a good friend 
should] ■ She’s my best friend. [=my closest friend] ■ We are 
childhood friends. [=we have been friends since we were 
children] • old friends [=people who have been friends for a 
long time] ■ She is an old family friend. - She is an old friend 
of the family. [=she has known and spent time with the fami¬ 
ly over many years] ■ We are just friends. [=we are not in a 
romantic relationship] ■ He wants to be friends with my 
younger sister. [=he wants to be my sister’s friend] ■ She is 
best friends with my younger sister. [=she is my youngest sis¬ 
ter’s closest friend] Friend is sometimes used in a humor¬ 
ous or ironic way to refer to someone who is annoying or 
disliked. ■ Has our friend with the rude attitude been bother¬ 
ing you lately? ■ Don’t look now. Here comes your friend. 

2 : a person who helps or supports someone or something 
(such as a cause or charity) ■ She is a friend of the environ¬ 
ment. [=she supports environmental causes] • The strikers 
knew they had a friend in the senator. [=knew that the sena¬ 
tor supported them] ■ Are you friend or foe? [=do you sup¬ 
port us or oppose us?] 

3 Friend : Quaker 

a friend in need is a friend indeed — used to say that a 
friend who will help you when you need help is a true 
friend 

friends in high places To have friends in high places is 
to know people with social or political influence or power. 
■ She got the job because she has friends in high places, 
make friends : to become someone’s friend ■ Sometimes it 
is hard for children to make new friends. — often + with ■ 
She’s very good at making friends with people from all 
walks of life. 

man's best friend see 'man 

friend-less /'frendlas/ adj, literary : not having any friends 
: not having anyone who can help you ■ He was friendless 
and alone. 

1 friend*ly /'frendli/ adj friend-li-er; -est [also more most 
~] 

1 a : acting like a friend : kind and helpful •friendly neigh¬ 
bors - The local people are very friendly to/toward visitors. ■ 
It was friendly of him to offer to help us. b : having or 
showing the feelings that friends have for each other ■ His 
friendly smile was reassuring. ■ They maintained a friendly 
correspondence. • They are friendly with their new neigh¬ 
bors. [=they are friends with their new neighbors] 

2 : showing support or approval — usually + to or toward ■ 
The boss is friendly to new ideas. ■ He accuses his political op¬ 
ponents of being overly friendly toward special interests. 

3 : giving help : making the process of doing something eas¬ 
ier • A friendly breeze helped us sail the boat into the harbor. 

4 : cheerful or pleasant ■ The friendly glow of the fire was 
welcome after our hike through the snowy mountains. 

5 : not an enemy : not hostile ■ That nation was not friendly 
(to us). ■ friendly competitors ■ They have enjoyed a friendly 
rivalry for many years.; specifically : involving or coming 
from your own military forces •friendly planes • Several sol¬ 
diers were killed by friendly fire. [=they were accidentally 
killed by weapons fired from their own side] 

6 a : easy to use or understand ■ friendly computer software 
■ a customer -friendly telephone system — see also user- 
friendly b : not harmful ■ environmentally friendly prod¬ 
ucts = eco-friendly products [=products that do not harm the 
environment] 

7 : done for enjoyment or exercise instead of for money or 
prizes ■ a friendly game of tennis/poker ■ a friendly preseason 
match 

— friend-li-ness noun [noncount] • She appreciated the 
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friendliness of her neighbors. ■ There was friendliness and 
warmth in his eyes. 

2 friendly noun, pi -lies [count] Brit : a game between sports 
teams that is done for fun and not as part of a regular play¬ 
ing season ■ a preseason friendly 
friendly society noun, pi — -ties [count] Brit : an associa¬ 
tion in which members pay money to receive benefits when 
they are old or sick 

friend-ship /'frendt/ip/ noun, pi -ships 

1 : the state of being friends : the relationship between 
friends [count] They have a long-standing friendship. [=they 
have been friends for a long time] ■ They struck up a. friend¬ 
ship. [=they became friends! " She formed many lasting 
friendships [=she made and kept many friends] during her 
time in college. ■ a friendship between two countries [non¬ 
count] They have enjoyed many years of friendship. 

2 [ noncount ] : a friendly feeling or attitude : kindness or 
help given to someone ■ He was encouraged by the friendship 
his coworkers showed him. 

frier variant spelling of fryer 

frieze /'fri:z/ noun, pi f riez-es [count] : a decorative band or 
border usually on the top of a building or wall 
f rig-ate /'frigat/ noun, pi -ates [count] : a small and fast mil¬ 
itary ship 

frig-ging / M fngn}/ adv, informal + impolite — used to make 
an angry statement more forceful ■ That was so frigging stu¬ 
pid! 

— frigging adj ■ I failed th e frigging test, 
fright /Trait/ noun, pi frights 

1 a [noncount] : fear caused by sudden danger : sudden fear 
■ Her eyes were wide with fright. ■ He was paralyzed with/by 
fright. [=he was so afraid that he couldn’t move] ■ I almost 
died of fright. [=1 was extremely afraid or terrified] ■ I ap¬ 
proached very slowly, but the hawk took fright [=became 
afraid] and flew away, b [count] : a feeling of sudden fear 

— usually singular ■ When you jumped out from behind the 
door it gave me such a fright] [=it made me feel very afraid] 
synonyms see 'fear 

2 [count] old-fashioned : something that looks strange, 
shocking, ugly, etc. — usually singular ■ You can’t go out 
like that. Your hair looks a fright ! [=your hair looks very 
messy or unattractive] 

— see also stage fright 

frjqht-en /'fraitii/ verb -ens; -ened; -en-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to cause (someone) to become afraid ■ The story 
really frightened me. ■ The child was badly frightened by the 
mask. ■ The story nearly frightened me to death. = The story 
nearly frightened the life out of me. [=the story frightened 
me very badly] 

2 [no obj ] : to become afraid ■ She doesn’t frighten easily. 
frighten away/off [phrasal verb] frighten (someone or some¬ 
thing) away/off : to cause (someone or something) to go 
away or stay away because of fear * The dog frightened the 
prowler away. • Tourists have been frightened off by the vi¬ 
olence in the city. 

frighten into [phrasal verb] frighten (someone) into (doing 
something) : to cause (someone) to do (something) be¬ 
cause of fear ■ The insurance agent tried to frighten her into 
buying the most expensive flood insurance. ■ They fright¬ 
ened the boy into confessing his crime. 
frighten out of [phrasal verb] frighten (someone) out of (do¬ 
ing something) : to keep (someone) from (doing some¬ 
thing) because of fear ■ Bad economic news has frightened 
people out of putting their money in the stock market. 

— frightened adj [more most ] ■ Are you frightened 

[= afraid] of dogs? ■ a badly/very frightened child 
— frightening adj [more most ~] ■ There were frighten¬ 

ing noises outside my tent. ■ a frightening mask — fright- 
en-ing-ly adv ■ The car came frighteningly close to the 
guardrail. ■ It is frighteningly [-extremely] easy to mislead 
voters. 

fright-ful /Traitfal/ adj [more most ~] somewhat old- 
fashioned 

1 : causing fear ■ As he fell, he let out a frightful scream. ■ a 
frightful illness that causes extreme pain 

2 : very bad or shocking ■ The children made a frightful mess 
of the kitchen. ■ Many critics have expressed shock at the 
song’s frightful lyrics. 

3 : very strong ■ a frightful thirst 
fright-ful-ly /'fraitfali/ adv, somewhat old-fashioned 

1 : in a shocking way ■ The cost of living here \s frightfully ex¬ 
pensive. 


2 : VERY ■ She’s frightfully good at her work. • That’s a fright¬ 
fully clever solution, 
frig-id /'fntfead/ adi [more most ] 

1 : very cold ■ The frigid gusts of wind stung their faces. • 
frigid air/water 

2 : not friendly or loving : lacking emotional warmth ■ She 
was bom into an emotionally frigid family. * He looked at 
them with a frigid [=cold\ stare. 

3 of a woman : not wanting to have sex : not enjoying sex 

— fri-gid-i-ty /fn'cfcidati/ noun [noncount] ■ the frigidity of 
the climate • sexual problems such as impotence and frigid¬ 
ity — frig-id-ly adv • a frigidly cold gust of wind 

frill /'fnl/ noun, pi frills [count] 

1 : a strip of cloth that is gathered into folds on one edge and 
attached to something (such as clothing or curtains) as a dec¬ 
oration ■ The dress bad frills around the hem and sleeves. 

2 : something that is added but is not necessary ■ He likes 
plain food without any frills. — see also no-frills 

frilly /'fnli/ adj frill-i-er; -est [also more ~v most ~] 

1 : having frills ■ a frilly dress ■ frilly curtains 

2 : looking like a frill : having wavy edges ■ a plant with frilly 
leaves 

1 fringe /'fnncfe/ noun, pi fring-es 

1 [count] : a border made of hanging threads used to deco¬ 
rate the edge of something (such as clothing, rugs, and cur¬ 
tains) ■ a lampshade with a fringe 

2 [count] : a narrow area along the edge of something ■ a 
fringe of moss around the tree — often plural ■ Scientists 
were measuring temperatures at the outer fringes of the at¬ 
mosphere. 

3 [singular] : an area of activity that is related to but not part 
of whatever is central or most widely accepted ■ a party on 
the political fringe : a group of people with extreme views or 
unpopular opinions ■ the conservative/liberal fringe — often 
used before another noun ■ a fringe topic ■ published in a 
fringe journal ■fringe theater ■ the fringe element ■fringe ac¬ 
tivists — see also lunatic fringe 

4 [count] Brit : the front section of hair cut short and worn 
over the forehead : bangs — usually singular ■ She wears 
her hair in a fringe. 

on the fringe(s) : on the outer edge of something ■ They 
lived on the fringe of the forest. — often used figuratively ■ 
He has been working for years on the fringes of the enter¬ 
tainment industry. 

2 fringe verb fringes; fringed; fring-ing [+ obj] 

1 ; to decorate (something) with a fringe ■ a fringed leather 
vest 

2 : to go along or around (something) ■ A jungle fringed the 
shore. 

fringe benefit noun, pi ~ -fits [count] : something extra 
(such as vacation time) that is given by an employer to work¬ 
ers in addition to their regular pay 
f rip-pery /Tripari/ noun, pi -peries somewhat formal + old- 
fashioned : something that is not necessary or not serious 
[noncount] The design is simple and devoid of needless frip¬ 
pery. [count] needless fripperies 
Fris-bee /'frizbi/ trademark — used for a plastic disc that 
you throw to someone who tries to catch it as part of a game 
frisk /Tnsk/ verb frisks; frisked; frisk-ing [+ obj] : to pass 
your hands over (someone) to search for something that 
may be hidden in clothing ■ All visitors to the prison are 
frisked (for weapons) before they’re allowed to enter, 
frisky /'fnski/ adj frisk-i-er; -est [more most ~] 

1 : very playful or lively ■ frisky kittens ■ The kids were frisky 
after all that candy. 

2 informal : sexually playful or excited ■ feeling/m/cy 

— frisk-i-ly /'friskali/ adv ■ kittens playing friskily on the 
lawn — frisk-i-ness noun [noncount] ■ the friskiness of the 
kittens 

friS-SOn /fri'soon/ noun, pi -sons [count] somewhat formal 
: a sudden strong feeling or emotion ■ a frisson of surprise 
1 frit-ter /Tnta*/ noun, pi -ters [count] : a small piece of food 
that has been coated in a flour and egg mixture and fried ■ 
apple/corn fritters 

2 fritter verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing 

fritter away [phrasal verb] fritter away (something) or fritter 
(something) away : to spend or use up (something) in a 
slow and usually foolish way ■ He frittered the afternoon 
away. ■ We frittered away his fortune on gambling, 
fritz /*fnts/ noun 

on the fritz US, informal : not working properly ■ We can’t 
listen to music because the stereo is on the fritz. 
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fri-VOl-i-ty /fri'vailsti/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [ noncount ] : a lack of seriousness : the quality or state of 
being silly or frivolous ■ He has no patience for frivolity. 

2 [count] : something that is unnecessary or silly ■ He spends 
money on the latest fashions and other frivolities. 

fl“iV-O-IOUS /'fnvalas/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not important : not deserving serious attention ■ She 
thinks window shopping is a frivolous activity. ■ a. frivolous 
lawsuit [=a lawsuit about something that is not important] 

2 : silly and not serious ■ a frivolous conversation 

— friv-o-lous-ly adv ■ She was spending money frivolously. 
— friv-o-lous-ness noun [noncount] 

frizz /'friz/ noun [noncount] : very tightly curled hair ■ She 
used gel on her hair to control the frizz- 

- frizz verb frizz-es; frizzed; frizzling [no obf] ■ Humidity 
makes my hair frizz, — frizzy /'fnzi/ adj frizz-i-er; -est ■ 
frizzy hair 

fro /'frou/ adv see to and fro 
frock l*fra:kl noun, pi frocks [count] 

1 old-fashioned : a woman’s or girl’s dress • wearing an old 
frock ■ a party frock 

2 : a long outer garment worn by some Christian monks and 
friars 

frock coat noun, pi ~ coats [count] old-fashioned : a long 
coat worn by men especially in the 19th century 
frog /'fra.g/ noun, pi frogs [count] 

1 : a small animal that spends much of the time in water and 
has smooth skin, webbed feet, and long back legs for jump¬ 
ing — compare toad 

2 Frog informal + offensive : a French person ^ This sense is 
very offensive and should be avoided. 

a frog in your throat -0* If you have a frog in your throat , 
you are unable to speak normally because your throat is 
dry. 




frog-man / l fra:g,m£en/ noun, pi -men /-,mcn/ [count] : a 
person (especially a man in the military or police) who uses 
special equipment to work underwater for long periods of 
time 

frog-march /'fra^maatf/ verb -march-es; -marched; 
-march-ing [+ obf] chiefly Brit : to grab and force (some¬ 
one) to walk forward by pushing from behind ■ They frog¬ 
marched him out the door. 

1 frol-ic/'fra:lik/v<?r& -ics; -icked; -ick-ing [no obf]: to play 
and move about happily : romp ■ We watched the seals as 
they frolicked in the harbor. ■ children frolicking in the yard 
2 froliC noun, pi -ics : an enjoyable time or activity [count] 
We went out for a frolic in the sun. [noncount] an evening of 
fun and frolic 

frol-ic-SOme /'frailiksam/ adj [more most ~]: very live¬ 
ly and playful ■frolicsome children 
from /'frAm, 'fra.m, fram /prep 

1 — used to indicate the starting point of a physical move¬ 
ment or action ■ He drove here from the city. ■ He set out 
from town this morning. ■ She took a fall from a horse. ■ The 
cat came outworn under the table. 

2 — used to indicate the place that something comes out of ■ 
He took a dime from [=out of] his pocket. 

3 — used to indicate the place where someone lives or was 
born ■ My family is/comes originally from Italy. ■ Where are 
you from? = Where do you come from 1 ? 

4 — used to indicate the starting or central point of any ac¬ 
tivity ■ She looked at me from under her glasses. - He spoke 
from the heart. ■ She watched us from across the street. 

5 — used to indicate the starting point in measuring some¬ 
thing ■ The meeting is scheduled for a week from today. ■ It’s 
20 miles from here to the nearest town. ■ They were married 
three years from that day. ■ From childhood (onward) he dis¬ 
played unusual musical talent. 

6 — used to indicate a physical separation between two 
things - An ocean separates America from Europe. 

7 — used to indicate something that is removed, released, 
blocked, or prevented ■ This lotion provides protection from 


the sun. ■ relief from anxiety ■ They asked him to refrain from 
interrupting. ■ They have no right to exclude her from mem¬ 
bership. ■ The dictator fell from power. ■ subtract 3 from 9 

8 — used to indicate change to a different state or condition 

■ Things have gone from bad to worse. ■ They were trans¬ 
formed from raw recruits into trained soldiers. 

9 — used to indicate the material that is used to make some¬ 
thing ■ Wine is made from grapes. ■ a doll made from cloth 

10 — used to indicate the source of something ■ I’m expect¬ 
ing a call from my lawyer. ■ All his problems have come from 
that one bad decision. ■ She received a letter from home. ■ 
reading aloud from a book ■ He inherited a love of music 
from his father. ■ I bought a book from him. [=he sold a book 
to me] ■ The painting was done directly from nature. ■ She 
drew it from memory. 

11 — used to indicate the basis or cause of something ■ We 
conclude./row this that no changes are necessary. ■ He’s suf¬ 
fering from a bad cold. ■ They were weak from hunger. ■ I 
could tell she was angry from [=by] the look on her face. 

12 — used to indicate the lowest point, amount, etc., in a 
range ■ These parts cost (anywhere/anything) from $5 to $10. 

■ It’s anywhere from $50,000 on up. [=it is at least $50,000 and 
could be more] 

13 — used to indicate the group or number of people or 
things out of which someone or something is chosen or se¬ 
lected ■ She was chosen from a large number of competitors. 
as from see 2 as 

frond /'fra:nd/ noun, pi fronds [count] : a large, long leaf ■ 
palm fronds 

1 front /'frAnt/ noun, pi fronts 

1 [count] : the forward part or surface of something : the 
part of something that is seen first — usually singular ■ the 
front of a shirt ■ the front of the house [=the part facing the 
street] ■ The jacket zips down the front. [=has a zipper that 
goes from the collar to the waist to open and close it] ■ 
There’s a picture on th e front of the box. [=on the part of the 
box that usually faces out and that you see first] — see also 
SHOP FRONT, STOREFRONT 

2 [count] : a place, position, or area that is most forward or is 
directly ahead — usually singular ■ The teacher asked her to 
come (up) to the front of the classroom. ■ She was sitting in 
th e front of the bus. 

3 [count] : the part of your body that faces forward and in¬ 
cludes your face and chest — usually singular ■ The baby 
rolled onto his front. 

4 [count] : the part of a book, magazine, etc., that includes 
the first few pages — usually singular ■ You’ll find that infor¬ 
mation in the front of the book. 

5 [singular] : a way of behaving that is meant to hide your 
true feelings, thoughts, etc. ■ I can’t believe that your anger 
was all just a front] [=that you were pretending to be angry] ■ 
She put up a good/brave front, but I know she was very dis¬ 
appointed. [=she acted as if she was not disappointed] 

6 [count]: someone or something that hides or protects an il¬ 
legal activity ■ The business is a front for organized crime. 

7 [count] a : an area where military forces are fighting ■ The 
general is sending more troops to the front. — see also home 
front b : an area or field of activity — usually singular ■ 
We are making progress on the educational front. ■ Not 
much has been happening on the political front. 

8 [count] weather : the place where two large areas of air that 
are of different temperatures come together — see also 
COLD FRONT, WARM FRONT 

front to back of a piece of clothing : with the front where the 
back should be ■ He accidentally put the sweater on front 
to back. [=back to front, backwards] 
in front 1 : in a forward position : in an area at the front of 
something ■ There was room for one passenger in front, so 
the rest of us sat in back. 2 : in the leading position in a 
race or competition ■ She’s still in front, but the other run¬ 
ners are catching up to her. — often used after out ■ She’s 
still out in front. 

in front of 1 : directly before or ahead of (something or 
someone) ■ A tree stood in front of the house. ■ A deer ran 
(out) in front of the car. ■ They are frightened of what lies in 
front of them. I=what is in the future! 2 : in the presence 
of (someone) ■ We shouldn’t argue in front of the children. 
out front 1 : in the area directly before or ahead of some¬ 
thing (such as a building) ■ There was a small statue on the 
lawn out fi-ont. 2 : in the audience ■ There are about 
20,000 screaming fans out front, 
united front : a group of people or organizations that join 
together to achieve a shared goal ■ We’ve decided to 
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present a united front against these proposals. 
up front 1 : in or at the most forward position ■ They told 
us we could sit up front. 2 informal : before beginning to 
do something : in advance ■ He’ll do the work, but he in¬ 
sists on being paid up front. 3 informal : in a direct and 
honest way • They told me m/7 front that my chances of be¬ 
ing selected weren’t good. — see also up-front 
2 front adj, always used before a noun 

1 : of or relating to the front: located at the front ■ There’s a 
small statue on the front lawn. ■ He keeps his wallet in his 
front pocket. * the front entrance/hall • She likes to sit in the 
front [-first] row. = She likes front-row seats. ■ the front door 
[=the door in the front of a building that is usually the main 
entrancel ■ The story appeared on the front page [=the first 
page] of the newspaper. * We checked into the hotel at the 
front desk. [=the desk in a building where visitors are greet¬ 
ed] ■ There is a dent in the car’s front end. [=the part of a ve¬ 
hicle that faces forward] 

2 golf — used to refer to the first 9 holes of an 18-hole golf 
course ■ He was two over par on the f ont nine. 

front and center US : in the most important position or 
area ■ These issues are front and center in voters’ minds, 
front verb fronts; front-ed; fronting 

1 : to have the face or front toward (something) [+ obf\ The 
house fronts Main Street, [no obj ] The house fronts on/onto 
Main Street. 

2 [+ obj ] a : to be the leader or lead singer of (a musical 
group) ■ He is now fronting a different band, b Brit : to host 
or present (a radio or TV program) ■ He fronts a talk show. 

3 [+ obj] US, informal : to give (someone) the money needed 
to do something (such as to start a business) ■ The record 
company will font (them) the money to record the album. 

front-age /'frAnticfe/ noun [noncount] : the part of a build¬ 
ing or of the land that a building is on that runs along a river, 
road, etc. ■ We have 200 feet of frontage on Main Street, 
frontage road noun, pi ~ roads [count] US : service 
road 

f ront-al /'frAnt]/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : relating to the front of something : directed at the front ■ 
a frontal attack 

2 : relating to or showing the front of the human body ■ 
(full) frontal nudity 

— f ron-tal-ly adv • The enemy attacked them frontally. 
front bench noun, pi ~ bench-es [count] Brit : the front 

row of seats on both sides in a British legislature (such as the 
House of Commons) where the leaders sit; also : the leaders 
themselves ■ He challenged the views of his party’s front 
bench. ■ the party’s front-bench spokesman — compare 

BACKBENCH 

— front—bench-er /'frAnt'bcntf^/ noun, pi -ers [count] ■ He 
has been a front-bencher for 20 years. 

front burner noun 

on the front burner chiefly US : in the position of some¬ 
thing that will receive immediate attention and action • 
The President has put tax cuts on the front burner. 
— compare back burner 

front-end loader noun, pi ~ -ers [count] chiefly US : a 
vehicle with a large scoop in front that is used for digging 
and loading loose material — called also front loader, see pic¬ 
ture at CONSTRUCTION 

f ron-tier /,frAn'ti», Brit 'frAntis/ noun, pi -tiers [count] 

1 : a border between two countries ■ the frontier between 
Canada and the U.S. 

2 : a distant area where few people live ■ They were sent on 
an expedition to explore the western frontier, •frontier life 

3 : the limits of knowledge in a particular field — usually 
plural ■ the frontiers of science • a discovery at the very fron¬ 
tiers of our understanding 

fron-tiers-man /^rAn'tia'zmsn, Brit ‘frAntiszmsn/ noun, pi 
-men /-man/ [count] : a person (especially a man) who lives 
on the frontier (sense 2) 

fron-tis-piece /'frAnts,spi:s/ noun, pi -piec-es [count] : a 
picture in the front of a book ■$* The frontispiece of a book 
comes before and usually faces the title page, 
front line noun, pi ~ lines [count] 

1 : an area where soldiers are fighting : 1 FRONT la. ■ troops 
on the front line = front-line troops 

2 : the most important and active position in a job or field of 
activity ■ These researchers are on/at the front line of defense 
against cancer. ■ She has been working on the front lines to 
educate the poor. 

front loader noun, pi ~ loaders [count] US : front-end 
LOADER 


front matter noun [noncount] : the pages at the beginning 
of a book before the main part ■ The conventions of the 
book are explained in the front matter. — compare back 
matter 

front office noun [noncount] : the people who manage a 
business or organization (such as a professional sports team) 
■ Many fans blame the team’s poor performance on bad deci¬ 
sions made by the front office. — often used before another 
noun ■ a front-office job • front-office decisions 
front-page /'frAnt'peicfe/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : printed on the front page of a newspaper * a front-page 
story/photograph 

2 : very important • front-page news ■ a front-page political 
event 

front room noun, pi ~ rooms [count] : living room 
front—run-ner /'frAnt,rAns/ noun, pi -ners [count] : the 
person or thing that is most likely to win a race or competi¬ 
tion ■ the presidential fr ont-runner 
front—wheel drive noun [noncount] : a system that applies 
engine power to the front wheels of a vehicle ■ a car with 
front-wheel drive 

frosh /'fra:// noun, pi frosh-es [count] US, informal + old- 
fashioned FRESHMAN 
1 frost /'freest/ noun, pi frosts 

1 [noncount] : a thin layer of ice that forms on the ground, 
on grass, etc., when the air becomes cold ■ The grass was cov¬ 
ered with frost. • light/heavy frost • Frost formed on the win¬ 
dow. 

2 [count] : the occurrence of weather that is cold enough to 
cause water to freeze and frost to form ■ These plants should 
bloom until the first frost of the season. ■ We had an early/ 
late frost. • a killing fr ost [=weather that is so cold that the 
frost kills plants] 

2 frost verb frosts; frost*ed; frost'ing 

1 a [+ obj] : to cover (something) with frost ■ The cold had 
frosted the windows, b [no obj] : to become covered with 
frost ■ The windows frosted (up). 

2 [+ obj] chiefly US : to cover (something, such as a cake) 
with frosting (sense 1) ■ I have to frost the birthday cake. 

3 [+ obf] chiefly US : to make small strips of your hair lighter 
so the top layer of your hair is lighter than the rest of it ■ She 
frosts her bangs. 

frost-bite /'freest,bait/ noun [noncount] : a condition in 
which part of your body (such as your fingers or toes) freez¬ 
es or almost freezes * minor frostbite • He wore gloves to pre¬ 
vent frostbite. 
f rOSt-ed /'fraistsd/ adj 

1 : having a dull surface that looks as if it is covered with 
frost • frosted glass 

2 chiefly US, of hair : having very small strips on the top lay¬ 
er of your hair that are lighter than the rest of your hair ■ She 
has frosted bangs. 

frost-ing /'fraistirj/ noun, pi -ings [count] 

1 chiefly US : a sweet, creamy mixture that is used to cover 
cakes ■ We put frosting on the cupcakes. — called also icing 

2 : a dull surface on metal or glass 
frosty /'fra.sti/ adj frost-i-er; -est 

1 : cold enough to produce frost ■ a fr osty night 

2 : covered with frost ■ frosty windows 

3 : unfriendly or cold ■ a frosty stare ■ We received a frosty 
welcome. 

— frost-i-ly /'freustsli/ adv • She was glaring frostily at us. 
— frost- i- ness noun [noncount] • There’s some frostiness 
[= coolness ] between them. ■ the frostiness of the night 

1 froth /'fra:0/ noun [noncount] 

1 : bubbles that form in or on a liquid • froth on the waves 

2 : something that is appealing but that has no serious value 
or interest ■ news shows full of froth 

— froth-i-ness /'frcuGinss/ noun ■ the frothiness of the 
cream — frothy /'fra:0i/ adj ■ the fr othy waves ■ a frothy 
comedy 

2 froth verb froths; frothed; froth-ing [no obj] : to produce 
or form froth ■ The water frothed as the waves broke along 
the shore. 

froth at the mouth 1 : to produce froth from the mouth 
because of illness or excitement ■ The dog was frothing 
[-foaming] at the mouth. 2 informal : to be very angry 
about something ■ She was frothing [=foaming] at the mouth 
with rage. 

frou-frou /'fru:,fru:/ adj [more most —] chiefly US, infor¬ 
mal : very heavily decorated and fancy • frou-frou designs 
1 frown /'fraun/ noun, pi frowns [count] : a serious facial ex- 
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pression that usually shows anger, displeasure, or concentra¬ 
tion ■ She was wearing a frown. [=she was frowning] 

2 frown verb frowns; frowned; frown*ing [no obj] : to 
make a frown in anger, concentration, etc. ■ She was frown¬ 
ing when she entered the room, so I knew that she was an¬ 
noyed about something. 

frown on/upon [phrasal verb] frown on/upon (something) 
: to disapprove of (something) ■ The company frowns on 
dating among employees. ■ Public expressions of affection 
are frowned upon in many cultures. 

— f rown-ing-ly /'fraunnjli/ adv ■ She stared frowningly. 

f row-sy also frow-zy /'frauzi/ adj frow-si-er also frow-zi- 
er, -est US, informal: having a messy or dirty appearance ■ 
a frowsy old sweater •frowsy hair 
froze past tense of 1 FREEZE 
frozen past participle of 1 FREEZE 

frozen yogurt noun,pi ~ -gurts [count, noncount ] chiefly 
US : a sweet frozen dessert that is like ice cream but is made 
with yogurt 

fruc-tose / l frAk,toos/ noun [noncount] : a very sweet kind 
of sugar that is found in fruit juices and honey 
fru«ga1 /'fruigal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : careful about spending money or using things when you 
do not need to : using money or supplies in a very careful 
way ■ He’s a frugal shopper. — often + with ■ She’s very frugal 
with her money. 

2 : simple and plain ■ a frugal meal of bread and cheese 

— fru-gaM-ty /fru'gaelati/ noun [noncount] • He’s admired 
for his frugality. — fru-gaMy /'fruigali/ adv ■ She’s trying 
to live frugally. 

1 fruit /'fruit/ noun, pi fruits 

1 a : a usually sweet food (such as a blueberry, orange, or 
apple) that grows on a tree or bush [count] apples, oranges, 
and other fruits [noncount] a bowl/piece of fruit — often 
used before another noun •fruit salad [=a mixture of fruits 
cut into small pieces] ■ fruit juice ■ a fruit tree [-a tree that 
bears fruit] — see color picture on page C5; see also forbid¬ 
den fruit b [count] technical: the part of a plant that has 
the seeds in it (such as the pod of a pea, a nut, a grain, or a 
berry) 

2 [count] : a result or reward that comes from some action 
or activity — usually plural ■ They’re finally able to enjoy 
the fruits of their labors. ■ We hope that we’ll be able to share 
in the fruits of victory. 

3 [count]: something that exists naturally in the world and is 
useful to people — usually plural ■ We need to remember 
that the fruits of the earth belong to us all. 

bear fruit see 2 bear 
the fruit of someone’s loins see loin 
2 fruit verb fruits; fruit*ed; fruit-ing [no obj] technical : to 
produce fruit ■ When will the trees fruifl 
fruit bat noun, pi ~ bats [count] : a large bat that eats fruit 
and lives in hot parts of the world 
fruit-cake /'fruitikeik/ noun, pi -cakes [count] 

1 : a very sweet cake that contains nuts, fruits, and spices 

2 informal : a foolish, strange, or crazy person : NUT ■ He’s a 
real fruitcake. = He’s as nutty as a fruitcake. 

fruit fly noun, pi ~ flies [count ]: a small fly that eats fruit or 
rotting vegetables 

fruit-ful /'fru tfal/ adj [more most ~] : producing a good 
result : very productive ■ We had a fruitful discussion about 
the problems with the schedule. ■ a fruitful meeting • fruitful 
ideas/methods/suggestions — compare fruitless 

— fruit'fuMy adv • These problems could be fruitfully ad¬ 
dressed. — fruit-ful-ness noun [noncount] 

fru-i-tion /fru'ijan/ noun [noncount] : the state of being real 
or complete — used after come to or bring to • His plans have 
finally come to fruition. [=he has finally done the things that 
he planned to do] ■ She was never able to bring her dreams to 
fruition. [=she was never able to achieve her dreams] 
fruit-leSS /'fruitlas/ adj : producing no good results : not 
successful ■ They made a fruitless attempt to find a solution. • 
It would be fruitless to continue. ■ a fruitless argument 


— compare fruitful 

— fruit-less-ly adv • They argued fruitlessly. — fruit-less- 
ness noun [noncount] 

fruit machine noun, pi ~ -chines [count] Brit : SLOT ma¬ 


chine 


fruity /'fru-.ti/ adj fruit-i-er; -est 

1 : tasting or smelling like fruit ■ a fruity smell/taste ■ a fruity 
wine 


2 US, informal: strange or crazy ■ She acts a little fruity. 

3 Brit, of a voice : rich and deep 

frump /'frAmp/ noun, pi frumps [count] disapproving : a 
woman who wears unattractive clothes or does not make an 
effort to appear attractive ■ an old frump 
frumpy /'ft-Ampi/ adj frump-i-er, -est : dressed in an unat¬ 
tractive way ■ a frumpy housewife; also, of clothing : old and 
unattractive ■ That’s a frumpy dress, 
frus-trate /'frA.streit/ verb -trates; -trat-ed; -trat-ing [+ 
obj] 

1 : to cause (someone) to feel angry, discouraged, or upset 
because of not being able to do something ■ W. frustrated him 
to miss so many games because of injuries. ■ We’ve been frus¬ 
trated by bureaucratic delays. 

2 : to prevent (efforts, plans, etc.) from succeeding ■ Bureau¬ 
cratic delays have frustrated our efforts to resolve this prob¬ 
lem. : to keep (someone) from doing something ■ The lack of 
investors has frustrated them in their efforts to expand the 
company. 

frustrated adj 

1 [more most ~] : very angry, discouraged, or upset be¬ 
cause of being unable to do or complete something ■ By the 
end of the day, we were all feeling very tired and frustrated. • 
They were getting pretty frustrated with/at the delay. ■ sexu- 
a\\y frustrated [=wanting to have sex but not able to; not sat¬ 
isfied sexually] 

2 always used before a noun : trying to do something or gain 
a skill but not successful ■ He works in an office, but he’s re¬ 
ally a frustrated actor/writer. [=a person who wants to be an 
actor/writer but is not] 

frus-trat-ing /'frA,streitii)/ adj [more most ~] : causing 
feelings of anger and annoyance ■ All these delays have been 
very frustrating. 

— frus-trat-ing-ly adv •fiustratingly long delays 
frus-tra-tion AfrA'streiJan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 a [noncount] : a feeling of anger or annoyance caused by 
being unable to do something : the state of being frustrated ■ 
He shook his head in frustration. ■ These bureaucratic delays 
have been causing us a lot of frustration, b [count] : some¬ 
thing that causes feelings of anger and annoyance : some¬ 
thing that frustrates someone ■ These delays have proven to 
be a major frustration. • We’ve been experiencing a lot of 
frustrations. 

2 [noncount] : the act of preventing the success of something 
: the act of frustrating something ■ He was angry about the 
frustration of his plans. 

1 fry /'frai/ verb fries; fried; fry-ing : to cook (food) in fat or 
oil [+ obj] They fried (up) some chicken for dinner. ■ They 
fried us some chicken. = They fried some chicken for us. ■ We 
had fried eggs and ham for breakfast, [no obj] We could 
smell the onions frying. — see also deep-fry, panfry, 
STIR-FRY 

fish to fry see ‘fish 

2 fry noun, pi fries [count] US : french fry — usually plural 
■ steak and fries [-(Brit) chips] • Would you like an order of 
fries with your hamburger? — see also fish fry, stir-fry 

— compare 3 fry 

3 fry noun [plural] : very young fish — see also small fry 

— compare 2 fry 

fry"©r /'fraja-/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a deep pan for frying foods 

2 chiefly US : a young chicken that is suitable for frying 

— compare broiler, roaster 

frying pan noun, pi ~ pans [count ]: a metal pan that has a 
long handle and is used for frying — called also (chiefly US) 
skillet ; see picture at KITCHEN 

from/out of the frying pan (and) into the fire 4- If you 
have gone or jumped from or out of the frying pan (and) 
into the fire, you have gone from a bad situation or prob¬ 
lem to a worse one. 

fry pan noun, pi ~ pans [count] US : frying pan 
fry—up /'frai,Ap/ noun, pi -ups [count] Brit : a dish or meal 
of fried food 

ft. abbr 1 feet; foot 2 fort 

FTC abbr Federal Trade Commission ■ The company is being 
investigated by the FTC. The Federal Trade Commission 
is a part of the U.S. federal government that is responsible 
for preventing unfair or deceptive business practices. 

FTP /,ef,ti:'pi:/ noun [noncount] : a system for sending files 
from one computer to another computer over the Internet ■ 
files sent by FTP <*■ FTP is an abbreviation of “file transfer 
protocol.” 
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fuch'Sia /'fju:j3/ noun, pi -sias [count, noncount ] 

1 : a type of bush that has large pink, red, purple, or white 
flowers — see color picture on page 06 

2 : a bright reddish-purple color — see color picture on 
page C3 

1 fuck /'fAk/ verb fucks; fucked; fuck*ing Fuck is an ex¬ 
tremely offensive word in all of its uses and should be avoid¬ 
ed. 

1 offensive + obscene a [no obj\ : to have sex b [+ obj\ : to 
have sex with (someone) 

2 [+ obj] offensive : to cheat or mistreat (someone) ■ They re¬ 
ally fucked me (over) when they sold me that car. 

3 offensive — used to express anger, disgust, etc. • I’m tired 
of waiting. Fuck it, let’s get out of here. • If you don’t like 
it —fuck you ! ■ Oh fuck , they’ve left without us! 

fuck off [phrasal verb\ offensive — used as an angry com¬ 
mand to tell someone to go away 
fuck up [phrasal verb] offensive 1 : to act stupidly : to make 
mistakes ■ You really fucked up this time, getting to work 
so late. 2 fuck up ( something ) or fuck (something) up : to 
ruin (something) by being stupid or careless ■ You really 
fucked up our schedule! 3 fuck up (someone) or fuck 
(someone) up : to cause (someone) to become confused, 
crazy, etc. ■ The war really fucked him up. 
fuck with [phrasal verb] offensive 1 fuck with (something) 
: to handle (something) carelessly : to mess with (some¬ 
thing) ■ Don’t you dare fuck with my stereo. 2 fuck with 
(someone) : to treat (someone) wrongly : to mess with 
(someone) ■ Don’t fuck with me! 

2 fuck noun, pi fucks 

1 [count] offensive + obscene : an act of sexual intercourse 

2 [count] offensive + obscene : a sexual partner 

3 offensive a [singular] : anything at all — usually used in 
negative statements ■ I don’t give/care a fuck about their 
problems, b [noncount] — used with the as a way to make 
an angry statement or question more forceful ■ What the fuck 
do they want from me? • Shut the fuck up! 

4 [count] US, offensive : fucker • He’s a stupid fuck. 
fuck all noun [noncount] Brit, offensive : nothing ■ You’ve 

done fuck all to help me! 

f UCk*er /Y/tka/ noun, pi -ers [count] offensive : an annoying 
person or thing ■ That little fucker is going to get it from me! 
fuck-ing /'fAkirj/ adj , offensive — used to make an angry 
statement more forceful ■ He’s such a fucking idiot! 

— fucking adv, offensive ■ She thinks she’s so fucking cool. 
fud*dy-dud"dy /'fAdi,dAdi/ noun,pi- dies [count] informal 

+ disapproving : a person with old-fashioned or conservative 
ideas and attitudes ■ He’s just an old fuddy-duddy. 

1 fudge /'fAcfe/ verb fudg-es; fudged; fudging 

1 a [+ obj] : to fail to deal with (something) in an open and 
direct way ■ Politicians have been known to fudge the issues, 
b [no obj] : to speak or act in a way that is meant to avoid 
dealing with a problem directly — often + on ■ The company 
fudged on how it would deal with the problem. 

2 [+ obj] : to change (something) in order to trick people ■ 
The treasurer fudged the figures. ■ It was later discovered 
that the researchers had fudged their data. ■ fudge the facts 

2 fudge noun, pi fudges 

1 [noncount] : a soft, sweet brown candy ■ We bought three 
kinds of fudge. • chocolate fudge 

2 [count] : a statement that does not deal with a problem or 
issue in a direct way ■ His response to these charges has been 
a series of denials and fudges. 

hot fudge US : a hot, thick, chocolate sauce that is usually 
served on ice cream ■ a hot-fudge sundae [=an ice-cream 
sundae made with hot fudge] 

— fudgy /'fAcfei/ adj fudg»i*er; -est chiefly US • fudgy, 
chewy brownies 

1 fu»el /'fjuiwal/ noun, pi fuels 

1 [count, noncount] : a material (such as coal, oil, or gas) that 
is burned to produce heat or power ■ a gallon of fuel ■ a 16- 
gallon fuel tank ■ I had the fuel pump replaced on my car. — 
often used figuratively • Breakfast is my fuel to get through 
the morning. — see also fossil fuel 

2 [noncount] : something that gives support or strength to 
something (such as argument or angry feelings) ■ These latest 
scandals will provide further fuel for his political opponents. 
■ These latest accusations will only add fuel to the controver¬ 
sy. ■ The controversy continues to rage, and these latest ac¬ 
cusations will only add fuel to the fire. 

2 fuel verb fuels; US fueled or Brit fuelled; US fuelling or 
Brit fuelling 


1 a [+ obj] : to supply (something) with fuel ■ The airplanes 
were fueled in midair, b [no obj] : to take in fuel ■ The air¬ 
planes fueled (; up ) in midair. 

2 [+ obj] a : to give support or strength to (something) • The 
criticism she has faced has only fueled her determination to 
succeed, b : to provide the necessary conditions for (some¬ 
thing) ■ Inflation was fueled by high prices. » The strong 
economy has fueled the construction of new homes. 

fuel up [phrasal verb] : to put fuel into a car, airplane, etc. ■ 
They fueled up for their long journey home, 
fug Pf\gJ noun [noncount] chiefly Brit : the unpleasant air in a 
room that is very crowded, smoky, etc. ■ They sat in the 
dense fug of a smoky bar. 

1 fu-gi-tive /'fjurcfeativ/ noun, pi -fives [count]: a person who 
is running away to avoid being captured ■ They discovered 
that the slave was a fugitive.', especially : a person who is try¬ 
ing to escape being arrested by the police — often •¥ from • 
He’s a fugitive from the law. ■ She has been charged with 
helping a fugitive from justice. 

2 f ugitive adj, always used before a noun 

1 : running away to avoid being captured ■ a fugitive slave 

2 literary : lasting a very short time ■ As he daydreamed, fugi¬ 
tive thoughts/dreams passed through his mind. 

fugue /'fju:g/ noun, pi fugues [count] : a piece of music in 
which tunes are repeated in complex patterns 
1 -f ul /fal/ adj suffix 

1 : full of ■ prideful ■ eventful 

2 : characterized by ■ peaceful • succes tful 

3 : having the qualities of ■ masterful 

4 : tending or likely to • forgetful • help \ful 

2 -ful /ful/ noun suffix : the number or amount that fills or 
would fill • a roomful • a cup ful • a spoorful 
fuberum /'fulkram, 'fAlkrem/ noun, pi fuherums also ful¬ 
cra /'fulkram, 'fAlkra/ [count] technical : the support on 
which a lever moves when it is used to lift something 
fulfill (US) or Brit ful-fil /ful'fil/ verb, US fulfills or Brit ful¬ 
fils; fulfilled; fubfilbing [+ obj 

1 : to do what is required by (something, such as a promise 
or a contract) •fulfill a promise/vow ■ He fulfilled his pledge 
to cut taxes. • She failed to fulfill her obligations. 

2 a : to succeed in doing or providing (something) ■ They 
haven’t yet fulfilled [-met, satisfied] the requirements needed 
to graduate. ■ The program is intended to fulfill the basic 
needs of children in the community. ■ The committee was 
disbanded after it had fulfilled its purpose. [=after it had 
done what it was intended to do] b : to succeed in achiev¬ 
ing (something) : to make (something, such as a dream) true 
or real ■ If we could have that house, our dreams would be 
fiilfilled. ■ He fulfilled his childhood wish to become a profes¬ 
sional baseball player. ■ She fulfilled her life’s ambition when 
she started her own business. ■ Their vacation failed to fulfill 
their expectations. [=their vacation was not as good as they 
expected it to be] ■ With the money she earned in the stock 
market, she was finally able to fulfill her dreams. [=she was 
finally able to do the things she had always dreamed of do¬ 
ing] ■ He has a lot of talent, but he hasn’t really fiilfilled 
[-lived up to, reached] his potential. 

3 : to make (someone or yourself) happy by achieving or do¬ 
ing something that was wished for ■ Her work fulfills her. ■ 
He’s trying to fulfill himself as an artist. 

— fubfilbment (US) or Brit fubfibment /ful'filmsnt/ noun 
[noncount] • the fulfillment of a promise/dream/contract ■ 
She found fulfillment by starting her own business, 
fulfilled adj [more most ~] 

1 : feeling happy and satisfied about life : feeling that your 
abilities and talents are being fully used ■ She wants to find a 
career that will allow her to feel fiilfilled. 

2 : providing happiness and satisfaction ■ She wants to lead a 
more fulfilled life. 

fulfilling adj [more most ~] : providing happiness and 
satisfaction ■ My time in college was a happy and fillfilling 
period in my life. • The work has been very fillfilling. 

1 full /'ful/ adj fulber; -est 

T “: containing or holding as much or as many as possible ■ a 
full bottle ■ The disk is full. • The plane was carrying a full 
load of passengers. ■ The theater was full to capacity. — of¬ 
ten \ of • a bottle full of milk ■ a bin full of com 
2 always used before a noun a : not lacking anything : com¬ 
plete in number, amount, etc. ■ We bought a full set of dishes. 
■ They waited for three full months. ■ He has a full array of 
stereo equipment. ■ The soldiers were wearing full combat 
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gear. ■ This will be his first full season with the team. "$■ The 
phrase a full is often used to stress the large size of an 
amount. ■ He won the match by a full seven strokes. ■ It was 
a full three months before they made a decision. • He’s a full 
foot taller than his wife, b : not limited in any way ■ His 
theories have not yet found full acceptance. ■ I have full 
[= complete ] confidence in your honesty. ■ I hope that you’ll 
give us your fullest cooperation. ■ Please give me your full at¬ 
tention. ■ We need to tak efull advantage of this opportunity. 

■ She’s expected to make a full recovery. ■ They’re not mak¬ 
ing full use of these resources. ■ He’s now a. full member of 
the club. = He now has full membership in the club. • the 
rights of full citizenship ■ a full professor • We’re still waiting 
to hear the full story of what happened. ■ She deserves/ m// 
credit for meeting the deadline. C : not reduced or short¬ 
ened ■ He doesn’t like having to pay full price. ■ We could feel 
the full impact of every bump. ■ What is your full name? d 
: existing or working at the highest or greatest degree : de¬ 
veloped as much as possible ■ The flowers were in full bloom. 

■ The machine was running at full power/speed. ■ The factory 
is operating at full capacity. ■ The tree has not yet reached 
full size. ■ The stereo was at full volume. [=was playing as 
loudly as possible] ■ After the meeting, he had a fuller under¬ 
standing of the job. ■ It’ll be a few minutes before you feel 
the full effect of the drug. • He hasn’t yet realized his full po¬ 
tential as a writer. 

3 a always used before a noun : including many things ■ She 
has a full range of interests. [=she is interested in many dif¬ 
ferent things] ■ The store carries a full line of products, b 
: involving many activities ■ We have a full schedule of events 
planned. ■ We have a full day of work ahead of us.: very ac¬ 
tive ■ She lived a very full and satisfying life. 

4 : having a rounded shape : not thin or narrow ■ She has a 
full face. ■ a woman with a full figure = a /u//-figured woman ■ 
full lips 

5 : having or containing a great number or amount of some¬ 
thing ■ The room was full of pictures. ■ Despite his problems, 
he was still full of hope. ■ full of enthusiasm ■ toodfull of fla¬ 
vor ■ He says the charges against him are full of lies. 

6 a : having eaten all that is wanted ■ No dessert for me, 
thank you. I'm full, [-{phiefty Brit) full up] b always used be¬ 
fore a noun : large enough to satisfy hunger ■ I like to start 
the day with a full breakfast. ■ a full meal 

7 a : having a large amount of material ■ a full skirt/dress b 
: having a large amount of hair "He has a full [=thick] head 
of hair. ■ a full beard 

8 : thinking of something all the time ■ He was full of his own 
concerns. ^ If you are full of yourself , you think of yourself 
more than you should. ■ She is certainly very full of herself. 

9 : having a strong and pleasing quality ■ a food/wine of full 
flavor ■ His voice is a full, rich baritone. 

10 of the moon : appearing as a bright circle ■ The moon is 
full tonight. 

full blast see 1 blast 
full count see 2 count 
full of beans see bean 

full of crap/shit informal + offensive : not to be believed 
: saying things that are not true ■ That guy is full of shit, 
full of it informal + sometimes offensive : not to be believed ■ 
His story was so exaggerated that I thought he was full of it. 
■ Oh, you’re so full of it. 

full steam/speed ahead — used to say that something is 
being done with as much speed and power as possible ■ 
The work started slowly, but now it’s full steam ahead. • 
The campaign is going full speed ahead, 
have your hands full see 1 hand 
not playing with a full deck see ’deck 
to the fullest : in a very active and energetic way ■ She likes 
to live life to the fullest. 

— full-ness also ful-ness noun [ noncount ] ■ the fullness of 
her voice ■ The conditioner added fullness to her hair. ■ I 
expected it would happen in the fullness of time, [-it 
would happen eventually] 

2 full adv 

1 : as much as possible : entirely or completely ■ The cup 
was filled./ m// to the brim. 

2 : directly or squarely ■ The ball hit him full in the chest. ■ 
He kissed her full on the lips. 

full out : with as much effort as possible • He was running 
full out. — see also full-out 
full well formal: very well ■ I knew full well who they were. ■ 
You know full well that it won’t be possible for me to go. 
3 full noun 


in full : entirely or completely • The receipt indicated that 
their bill had been paid in full. • Please write your name 
and address in full. [=please write your full name and ad¬ 
dress] 

to the full 1 : to a great or complete degree ■ I enjoyed the 
performance to the full. : as much as possible ■ We need to 
exploit this opportunity to the full. 2 : in a very active and 
energetic way ■ She likes to live life to the full. 
full-back /'ful,bask/ noun, pi -backs [count] 

1 American football : a player on offense who lines up be¬ 
hind the line of scrimmage and who runs with the ball and 
blocks 

2 : a defensive player in games like soccer and field hockey 
who is usually positioned near the goal 

full beam noun [noncount] Brit : high beam ■ The car’s 
headlights were on full beam. 

full—bloodied /'fuhblAdad/ ad), always used before a noun 

1 : having parents who are of the same race or origin • Both 
his parents were Irish, so he was a full-blooded Irishman. ■ a 
full-blooded Cherokee 

2 a : full of enthusiasm, energy, etc. ■ a full-blooded socialist 
b : fully developed ■ They started a full-blooded revolution. 

full-blown /'ful'bloun/ adj : having all of the qualities that 
are associated with a particular thing or type of person : ful¬ 
ly developed ■ a full-blown recession ■ full-blown AIDS ■ The 
movie made him a full-blown star, 
full—bod*ied /'fuhbaidid/ adj [more most —] : having a 
strong and pleasant flavor ■ a full-bodied wine 
full circle adv : through a series of changes that lead back 
to an original position or situation or to an opposite position 
or situation • Now that she’s back on the stage, her career 
has come/gone full circle. [=her career began on the stage, 
and now she has returned to it] 
full—court press noun, pi ~ presses [count] 

1 basketball: a very aggressive way of playing defense over 
all areas of the court 

2 US : a very aggressive effort or attack usually involving 
many people ■ The bill’s supporters are mounting/launching 
a full-court press to assure its passage. 

full—Cream adj, Brit : containing cream ■ full-cream milk 
[=({/.£) whole milk] • full-cream cheese 
full dress noun [noncount] : special clothes that are worn 
for a ceremony or for important social occasions • The Army 
required/ m// dress be worn to the event. ■ The officers were 
infill dress. ■ full-dress uniforms 
full-dress ad), always used before a noun : involving atten¬ 
tion to every detail: very complete or full ■ a full-dress inves¬ 
tigation/biography 

full—fat adj, always used before a noun, Brit : having no fat 
removed ■ full-fat dairy products 
full-fledged /'ful'flected/ adj, always used before a noun, 
chiefly US 

1 : fully developed ■ The conflict widened into a full-fledged 
war. ■ a full-fledged recession 

2 : meeting all the necessary requirements to be something 1 
a full-fledged lawyer/member 

full-grown adj : having reached full growth or develop¬ 
ment : fully grown or mature ■ full-grown animals/trees ■ a 
full-grown man 

full house noun, pi ~ houses [count] 

1 : a theater or concert hall that is filled with spectators ■ a 
singer performing before a full house 

2 : a set of cards that a player has in a poker game contain¬ 
ing three cards of one value and two cards of another value ■ 
A hand with three kings and two tens is a full house. 

full-length /'fui.ierje/ adj 

1 : showing all of a person’s body from the head to the feet ■ 
a fidl-length mirror ■ a full-length portrait 

2 : reaching to the end of your legs or arms ■ a full-length 
dress ■ a shirt with full-length sleeves 

3 : having the normal length : not shortened ■ They staged a 
full-length version of the play. 

full marks noun [plural] Brit 

1 : praise given for an achievement ■ Full marks to Mary for 
her excellent suggestion! [=Mary should be praised for her 
excellent suggestion] 

2 : the highest score that you can get on a test — see also full 
marks for effort at EFFORT 

full moon noun [singular] : the moon when it appears as a 
bright circle — compare half-moon, new moon 
full—on /'ful,a:n/ adj, always used before a noun : not limited 
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in any way ■ Her new album is .full-on funk. : fully developed 
■ a full-on barroom brawl 
full-out /'ful,aut/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : made or done with as much effort as possible : all-out ■ 
a full-out sprint — see also full out at 2 full 

2 : fully developed ■ a full-out war 
full—SCale /'fol,skeil/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : having the same size as the original • They built a full- 
scale replica of the ship. ■ a. full-scale model 

2 : not limited in any way : using everything that can be 
used ■ a full-scale war ■ a full-scale investigation 

full—ser*Vice /'ful'sawas/ adj, always used before a noun 
: offering all the necessary or expected services ■ a full-service 
bank/restaurant ■ a full-service health resort 
full-size /'ful,saiz/ adj 

1 : having the same size as the original : full-scale ■ a full- 
size model 

2 US, of a bed : having a size of 54 inches by 75 inches (about 
1.4 by 1.9 meters) —compare king-size, queen-size, 
twin-size 

full Stop noun, pi ~ stops [count] Brit: ‘period 5a 
full—term /'fu^ta-m/ adj : lasting for the normal length of 
time ■ a full-teim pregnancy; also : bom after a pregnancy 
that lasts for the normal length of time ■ a full-term baby 

full-time adj 

1 a : working the full number of hours considered normal 
or standard ■ full-time employees b : done during the full 
number of hours considered normal or standard ■ a full-time 
job — compare part-time 

2 : requiring all of or a large amount of your time ■ Taking 
care of children is a full-time job. 

— full-time adv ■ She worked full-time at the office. — full— 
tim-er /‘ful'taim &/ noun, pi -ers [count] • Some of the em¬ 
ployees are full-timers, but most of them are part-timers. 

ful-ly /'fuli/ adv 

1 : in every way or detail : completely or entirely • He fully 
recovered from the operation. ■ They will never fully appre¬ 
ciate their luck. ■ The house is fully furnished. ■ When will 
the tree be fully grown? — sometimes used with more and 
most • I’ve never felt more fully alive. ■ We need to under¬ 
stand these problems more fully before we can find a solu¬ 
tion to them. ■ The father is the most fully developed charac¬ 
ter in the novel. — see also fully booked at 2 book 

2 : at least — used to stress the large size of a number or 
amount ■ Fully 90 percent of us attended the meeting. ■ Next 
year, fully three-quarters of the jobs will be unfilled. 

ful-ly—fledged Afuli'flei&d/ adj, Brit : full-fledged 
ful-mi-nate /'fulm3,neit, 'fAlm3,neit/ verb -nates; -nat-ed; 
-nat-ing [no obj] formal: to complain loudly or angrily ■ She 
was fulminating about/over/at the dangers of smoking. ■ The 
editorial. fulminated against the proposed tax increase. 

— ful-mi.na-tion Afulma'neijan, ^Alma'neijan/ noun, pi 
-tions [count] afulmination against the proposed tax in¬ 
crease [noncount] The proposed tax increase has been the 
subject of much anger and.fulmination. 

ful-some /'folsam I adj [more most ~] formal : expressing 

something (such as praise or thanks) in a very enthusiastic or 
emotional way — often used in a disapproving way to de¬ 
scribe words that seem excessive or insincere ■ They were 
fulsome in their praise of her efforts. ■ a fulsome apology 

— ful-some-ly adv • fulsomely praised 

fum-ble /'fAmbal/ verb fum-bles; fum-bled; fum-bling 

1 [no obj] : to search for something by reaching or touching 
with your fingers in an awkward or clumsy way ■ She fum¬ 
bled in her pocket for her keys. ■ He fumbled (around) for 
the light switch. — often used figuratively ■ She fumbled for 
^n answer but couldn’t think of one. 

2 : to handle something in an awkward or clumsy way [no 
obj] — usually + with ■ She fumbled with her keys as she tried 
to unlock the door. [+ obj ] They fumbled a good opportuni¬ 
ty to take control of the market. 

3 sports : to fail to catch or hold the ball [no obj] He was hit 
hard and fumbled on the 20-yard line. [+ obj] He fumbled the 
ball on the 20-yard line. 

— fumble noun, pi fumbles [count] • ( American football ) He 
had one fumble during last week’s game. — fum*bler 
noun, pi -biers [count] — fumbling adj • He made a fum¬ 
bling attempt to explain his behavior. 

’fume /'fjuim/ noun, pi fumes [count] : smoke or gas that 
smells unpleasant — usually plural ■ automobile exhaust 
fumes 


2 fume verb fumes; fumed; fum-ing 

1 a [no obj ]: to show or feel anger ■ She’s still fuming about/ 
over/at not being invited to the party. ■ We sat there waiting 
for him, fuming with anger at the delay, b [+ obj] : to say 
(something) in an angry way ■ “They made these changes 
without even asking our opinion,” one employee fumed. 

2 ; to produce or give off (smoke, fumes, etc.) [+ obj] The 
volcano was fuming thick black smoke, [no obj] The volca¬ 
no was fuming. 

fu-mi-gate /'fju:m3,geit/ verb -gates; -gat-ed; -gat-ing [+ 

obj] : to remove germs, insects, etc., from (a room or build¬ 
ing) with smoke or gas that destroys them • All the hospital 
rooms had to be. fumigated . ■ We had to fumigate our apart¬ 
ment to get rid of the ants. 

— fu-mi-ga-tion Afjuima'geijan/ noun, pi -tions [count, 
noncount] — fu-mi-ga-tor / , fju:m3,geito i / noun, pi -tors 
[count] 

’ fun /*fAn/ noun [noncount] 

T”: someone or something that is amusing or enjoyable : an 
enjoyable experience or person ■ The game was a lot of fun. 
[=the game was very enjoyable] ■ She’s. fun to be with. = It’s 
fun to be with her. = It’s fun being with her. [=her company is 
enjoyable] ■ Picnics are great fun [=are very enjoyable] in 
good weather. 

2 : an enjoyable or amusing time ■ We had fun at the movie. 
[=we enjoyed ourselves at the movie; we enjoyed the movie] ■ 

I can’t remember when I’ve had so much fun. ■ a vacation 
filled vjWhfun = a./uw-filled vacation ■ a /ww-loving couple [=a 
couple who love to have fun] 

3 : the feeling of being amused or entertained ■ He plays 
cards just for fun. = He plays cards just for the fun of it. ■ 
Sickness takes all the fun out of life. 

a figure of fun : a person who people laugh at and make 
jokes about in an unkind way • He was a figure of fun 
around town. 

in fun : in a joking way : in a way that is not serious ■ Don't 
take offense: I was only saying it in.fun. 
make fun of: to laugh at and make jokes about (someone 
or something) in an unkind way ■ The other kids were 
making.fun of me. • They made fun of the way he talked. 
more fun than a barrel (full) of monkeys see ‘barrel 
poke fun at : to make a joke about (someone or something) 
usually in a friendly way • I like to poke fun at my boss, but 
he’s really not a bad guy. 

2 fun adj, always used before a noun, sometimes fun-ner; some¬ 
times fun-nest informal : providing amusement : amusing 
or enjoyable ■ Our vacation was a fun time. ■ She's a fun per¬ 
son to be with. ■ The park is a fun place to visit. ■ We had a 
fun time at the movie. 

3 fun verb funs; funned; fun-ning [no obj] US, informal: to 
speak or act in a way that is not serious ■ I don’t want you to 
get angry; I was only funning. [=(more commonly) joking, 
fooling] ■ He’s just funning with you. 
fun and games noun [plural] : activity that is meant to be 
enjoyable rather than serious ■ The family reunion was full 
of fun and games. — often used in a disapproving way to de¬ 
scribe activity that is considered silly and not useful ■ The 
convention is just an excuse for journalistic fun and games. 

1 function /'fAUk/an/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : tfie special purpose or activity for which a thing exists or 
is used [count] The function of the heart is to pump blood 
through the body. ■ He believes that the true function of art is 
to tell the truth. ■ What functions do these programs fulfill/ 
perform/serve? ■ infants learning to control their bodily 
functions [noncount] The instrument is chiefly used to mea¬ 
sure and record heart function. • The design achieves a per¬ 
fect blend of form and function. 

2 [count]: the job or duty of a person ■ His job combines the 
functions of a manager and a worker. ■ Her chief/main/pri¬ 
mary/principal function is to provide expert legal advice. 

3 [count] ; a large ceremony or social event ■ They went to 
several functions during their college reunion weekend. ■ a 
social function 

4 [count] a : something (such as a quality or measurement) 
that is related to and changes with something else ■ Height is 
a function of age in children. [=the height of children in¬ 
creases as their age increases] b : something that results 
from something else ■ His personal problems are a function 
of I=a result of] his drinking. 

function verb -tions; -tioned; -tion-ing [no obj] 

1 : to work or operate ■ The new machine functions well. ■ 
His bad health has prevented him from being able to func- 
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turn effectively in recent weeks. ■ Her heart now seems to be 
functioning normally. ■ The computer network is not yet ful¬ 
ly functioning. ■ Stress may interfere with (the) normal func¬ 
tioning of the immune system. 

2 : to have a specified function, role, or purpose : serve — 
usually + as ■ Teachers also function as counselors. ■ The 
couch was designed to also function as a bed. 
flinc-tion-al / l fAQk/an|/ adj 

1 : designed to have a practical use • They worked outside, 
so they preferred wearing functional clothes. ■ The building's 
design is not only functional but also beautiful. ■ functional 
and decorative pottery 

2 medical : affecting the way a part of your body works ■ a 
functional heart disorder 

3 : working properly ■ The flashlight was still functional after 
I dropped it. ■ The computer network is fully functional. 

4 : of or relating to the use or function of something ■ the 
functional differences between the departments 

. - func-tion-al-ly adv 
func-tion-al-i-ty AfAijkJVnaetati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : the quality of having a practical use : the 
quality of being functional ■ a design that is admired both for 
its beauty and for its functionality 

2 : the particular use or set of uses for which something is 
designed [noncount] The cameras are comparable in price 
and functionality, [count] a device with new functionalities 

funotion-ary /'fAQkfaineri, Brit 'fAQkfanri/ noun, pi -ar- 
ies [count] : a person who works for a government or polit¬ 
ical party ■ He was a party functionary during the political 
campaign. 

function key noun, pi ~ keys [count] : any one of a set of 
keys on a computer keyboard that have special uses 
function word noun, pi ~ words [count] linguistics : a 
word (such as a preposition or a conjunction) that is used 
mainly to show grammatical relationships between other 
words 

1 fund /'fAnd/ noun, pi funds 

1 [count] : an amount of money that is used for a special pur¬ 
pose ■ the library’s book fund ■ The fund was established to 
aid the poor. ■ a pension fund — see also mutual fund, 
SLUSH FUND, TRUST FUND 

2 funds [plural] : available money ■ All her funds were in a 
checking account. ■ His funds were getting lower as he con¬ 
tinued to look for a job. ■ raising campaign funds • I'm a little 
short of funds right now. [=1 don’t have much money right 
now] 

3 [singular] : an amount of something that is available for 
use : a supply of something ■ The comedian had a large fund 
of jokes. 

2 fund verb funds; fund-ed; funding [+ obj] : to provide 
money for (something) ■ The group funded three new schol¬ 
arships. ■ Who funds the company pension plan? ■ The pro¬ 
gram is funded by the state. =The program is state-funded. ■ 
The plan is fully funded. [=the plan is provided with all the 
money it requires] 

— funding noun [noncount] ■ The program relies on funding 
from the state. = The program relies on state funding. 

1 fun-da»men»tal AfAnda'mentl/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : forming or relating to the most important part of some¬ 
thing : basic ■ The Constitution ensures our fundamental 
rights. ■ There’s a fundamental difference between these two 
political parties. ■ a fundamental truth/concept/belief — of¬ 
ten + to ■ beliefs that are fundamental to our society 

2 : of or relating to the basic structure or function of some¬ 
thing ■ These ideas are oifundamental importance. ■ The rev¬ 
olution brought about a fundamental change in the country. 
■ We need to make some fundamental changes in the way we 
do business. ■ We need to address these problems on a more 
fundamental level. 

fundamental noun, pi -tals [count] : one of the basic and 
important parts of something : a fundamental part — usual¬ 
ly plural ■ Reading, writing, and arithmetic are the funda¬ 
mentals of education. ■ the fundamentals of algebra 
fun*da«men*tal*ist AfAnda'mentalist/ noun, pi -ists 
[count] : a person who strictly and literally follows a set of 
rules and laws especially about religion ■ a religious funda¬ 
mentalist 

— fun-da-men-tal-ism AfAnda'mentaJizam/ noun [non¬ 
count] ■ religious fundamentalism — fundamentalist adj * 
fundamentalist beliefs 

fun*da*men*tal*ly AfAnda'mentJi/ adv : at the most basic 
level ■ All people are fundamentally the same. = Fundamen¬ 


tally, all people are the same. ■ fundamentally important 
principles ■ I disagree with some of her points, but funda¬ 
mentally she’s right. ■ His plan is fundamentally different, 
fund—rais-er /*fAnd,reiz»/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who collects money for a political party, chari¬ 
ty, school, etc. 

2 : a social event held to collect money for a political party, 
charity, school, etc. 

fund—rais-ing /'fAndireizig/ noun [noncount] : activity 
done to collect money for a political party, charity, school, 
etc. ■ political fund-raising ■ a fund-raising dinner/campaign 
fu»ner»al /•fjuinaral/ noun, pi -als [count] : a ceremony held 
for a dead person ■ Only family attended the funeral. ■ His/h- 
neral will be held on Friday. ■ a funeral procession/service ■ 
His cousin made the funeral arrangements. 
it’s your funeral informal — used to say that you will have 
to deal with the unpleasant result of your actions ■ Tell the 
boss she’s wrong if you like: it’s your funeral] 
funeral director noun, pi ~ -tors [count] : a person whose 
job Is to arrange and manage funerals : undertaker 
funeral home noun, pi ~ homes [count] : a place where 
dead people are prepared for burial or cremation and where 
wakes and funerals are held — called also {US) funeral parlor 
fu-ne-re*al /fju'nirijal/ adj : very sad and serious : suggest¬ 
ing a funeral ■ a funereal silence ■ funereal music 
fun-fair /'fAn,fe»/ noun, pi -fairs [count] Brit : an outdoor 
event at which there are various kinds of games, rides, and 
entertainment 

fun-gal /'fAijgal/ adj : of, relating to, or caused by a fungus • 
a fungal disease/infection 
fungi plural of fungus 

fun-gi-cide /'fAncfe3,said, 'fAgg3,said/ noun, pi -cides 
[count, noncount] : a substance that kills fungi 
fun-guS /'fArjgas/ noun, pi fun-gi /'fAnjcfcai, 'fAihgai/ also 
fun-gus*es [count] : any one of a group of related plants 
(such as molds, mushrooms, or yeasts) that have no flowers 
and that live on dead or decaying things 
fun house noun, pi ~ houses [count] US : a building in an 
amusement park with many features that amuse and sur¬ 
prise people as they walk or ride through it 
fu-nic-u-lar /fju'mkjaW noun, pi -lars [count] : a railway 
going up and down a mountain that carries people in cars 
pulled by a moving cable 

1 funk /'fAijk/ noun, pi funks [count] chiefly US, informal : a 
condition in which you are unable to think or behave nor¬ 
mally because you are sad, depressed, etc. — usually singu¬ 
lar ■ She seems to be coming out of her funk. — usually used 
after in or into ■ He had been in a (blue) funk since failing the 
exam. ■ She went into a dark/deep funk after she lost her job. 

— sometimes used figuratively ■ The country is in an eco¬ 
nomic funk. [=the country’s economy is doing poorly] 

— compare 2 FUNK 

2 funk noun [noncount] : a type of popular music that has a 
strong beat and that combines traditional forms of African- 
American music (such as blues, gospel, or soul) — compare 
‘funk 

funky /'fAi)ki/ adi funk-i-er; -est 

1 : having the style or feeling of funk music ■ funky music ■ 
The music had a funky beat. 

2 informal : stylish or appealing in an unusual way ■ We had 
dinner at a funky little Italian restaurant. ■ a funky bar 

3 US : having a strange or unpleasant odor ■ Something in 
the closet smells a little funky. 

1 fun-nel /'fAnl/ noun, pi -nels [count] 

1 : a device shaped like a hollow cone with a 
tube extending from the point A funnel is 
used for pouring something (such as a liquid) 
into a narrow opening. 

2 : something that is shaped like a funnel ■ 
the funnel cloud of a tornado 

3 : a large pipe on a ship through which 
smoke or steam comes out 

2 funnel verb, always followed by an adverb or 
preposition -nels; US -neled or Brit -nelled; 

US -nel-ing or Brit -nel-ling 

1 : to pass through a funnel or a narrow opening [no obj] 
Winds funneled through the canyon. ■ Smoke funneled up 
the chimney. ■ The crowd funneled through the doors. [+ 
obj] We funneled the gas into the tank. 

2 [+ obj] : to send (something, such as money) to someone or 
something in usually an indirect or secret way ■ They fun- 




671 


funnies • further 


neled money into the campaign. ■ The information was being 
secretly fiinneled to the head of the organization, 
furvnies /'f/vniz/ noun 

the funnies US, informal : the comic strips in a newspaper 
: the part of a newspaper that has comic strips ■ They en¬ 
joyed reading the funnies [-the comics] in the Sunday news¬ 
papers. 

1 fun-ny /'i\n\/ adj fun-ni-er; -est 

■f : causing laughter ■ He told a. funny story. ■ He’s a very fun¬ 
ny guy. • What’s so funnyl ■ What are you laughing at? 
There’s nothing funny about it. ■ It’s not that funny. • a funny 
story/movie 

2 informal : odd or strange ■ There’s something funny going 
on here. ■ She has some funny ideas about how to run a com¬ 
pany. • “I can't find my keys.” “That’s funny —they were here 
a minute ago.” ■ “That’s funny." “Do you mean funny pecu- 
liar/strange or funny ha-ha?” [=by “funny” do you mean 
“odd” or “amusing”?] ■ My car has been making a. funny 
noise lately. • \ funny thing happened to me the other day. ■ 
a /im/iy-looking hat ■ It feels funny to be back here again. ■ 
It’s funny that you should say that—I was just thinking the 
same thing myself. ■ Funny, things didn’t turn out the way we 
planned. [=it's odd that things didn’t turn out the way we 
planned] 

3 not used before a noun, informal : not well : somewhat ill • 
My stomach feels funny. ■ I feel a little funny. • (chiefly Brit) 
After the accident he went a bit funny in the head. 

4 informal : not honest : meant to deceive someone ■ The 
guard told his prisoner not to try any thing funny. ■ Fake bid¬ 
ding and other funny business [^dishonest activity] oc¬ 
curred during the auction. 

— fun-ni-ly /'fAnali/ adv ■ There’s something/unm/y [=oddty] 
familiar about him. ■ Funnily (enough), she never even 
mentioned our first meeting. 

2 funny adv, informal : in an odd or strange way ■ He’s been 
acting funny lately. ■ She looked at me funny. 
funny bone noun, pi ~ bones [count] : a place at the back 
of your elbow where you feel a painful tingling sensation 
when it is hit ■ I hit my funny bone on the edge of the table. 

— called also (US) crazy bone Something that tickles your 
funny bone is amusing to you. ■ Parts of the movie really tick¬ 
led my funny bone. 

funny farm noun 

the funny farm informal + humorous : a hospital for people 
who are mentally ill -$■ The funny farm is now often consid¬ 
ered offensive. 

fun*ny*man /'fAni.mgen/ noun, pi -men /-,men/ [count] in¬ 
formal : a man who is funny; especially : a professional co¬ 
median 

funny money noun [noncount] informal : fake money 
: counterfeit money 

funny papers noun [plural] US, informal : funnies 
fur /'fa-/ noun, pi furs 

1 [noncount] : the hairy coat of an animal especially when it 
is soft and thick • The cat has black-and-white fur. ■ The rab¬ 
bit’s far is soft. 

2 a : the fur of an animal used for clothing [noncount] Her 
gloves are lined with fur. [count] He made his fortune trad¬ 
ing furs in the 17th century. — often used before another 
noun ■ a fur coat/collar b [count] : a piece of clothing (such 
as a coat) made with fur ■ Her new fur is a full-length mink 
coat, c [noncount] : a material that looks and feels like the 
fur of an animal ■ a teddy bear with soft fur • fake/imitation 
fur 

3 [noncount] Brit : a hard material that forms in metal pipes, 
boilers, etc. : scale 

fur flies informal When (the) fur flies, someone becomes 
very angry or upset. ■ When she finds our about this, fur 
will fly. [=she will be very angry] 

— furred /'fa-d/ adj ■ a thickly furred animal ■ (Brit) a thickly 
furred boiler 

fU-ri-OUS /'fjurijas/ adj [more ~y most ~] 

1 : very angry ■ She’s furious at/over how slowly the investi¬ 
gation is proceeding. ■ I was furious with/at them for printing 
the story. • a furious argument 

2 a : very powerful or violent ■ a furious storm b : very ac¬ 
tive or fast ■ We worked all night at a furious pace. 

fast and furious see 'fast 

— fu-ri-ous-ly adv ■ She shouted at him furiously. • working 
furiously [=at a furious pace] 

furl /'fal/ verb furls; furled; furl-ing [+ obj] : to wrap or roll 


(something, such as a sail or a flag) close to or around some¬ 
thing ■ They furled the sails. 

fur-long /'failarQ/ noun, pi -longs [count] : a unit of dis¬ 
tance equal to 220 yards (about 201.2 meters) or % of a mile 

— used chiefly in horse racing 

1 fur-lough /'fa^loo/ noun, pi -loughs [count] 

1 : a period of time when a soldier is allowed to leave the 
place where he or she is stationed ■ a four-week furlough 

2 US : a period of time when an employee is told not to 
come to work and is not paid ■ furloughs of federal workers ■ 
Each employee will have a one-day furlough every month. 

3 US : a period of time when a prisoner is allowed to leave 
prison 

on furlough : having a furlough : allowed or required to 
leave because of a furlough ■ soldiers going home on fur- 
lough ■ workers/prisoners on furlough 
2 furlough verb -loughs; -loughed; -lough-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to grant a furlough to (someone) ■ furlough a soldier ■ 
(US) The prison will furlough certain inmates. 

2 US : to put (a worker) on furlough ■ The company will 
consider fUrloughing a small number of workers. 

fur-nace /'faunas/ noun, pi -nac-es [count] : an enclosed 
container in which heat is produced: such as a : one for 
melting metals ■ stoke a furnace — see also blast furnace 
b chiefly US : one for heating a building or apartment — 
called also (chiefly Brit) boiler 

fur-nish /'fom// verb -nish-es; -nished; -nish-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to provide (a room or building) with furniture ■ The inn 
is beautifully furnished. ■ He has enough money to furnish 
the apartment nicely. — often + with ■ We are furnishing the 
office with contemporary pieces. ■ She furnished her home 
with antiques. 

2 a : to supply or give (something) to someone or something 
: provide • We’ll furnish the food for the party. ■ Can he fur¬ 
nish the information to us? b : to supply or give to (some¬ 
one) something that is needed or wanted ; provide — + 
with ■ Students axe furnished with all the necessary materials 
for the course. ■ Can be furnish us with the information? 

— furnished adj ■ He moved from a furnished room to an 
unfurnished apartment. 

flir-nish-ings /'fenifiijz/ noun [plural] : pieces of furni¬ 
ture, curtains, rugs, and decorations for a room or building ■ 
The room has very comfortable furnishings. 
fur-ni-ture /'fzmtiS&j noun [noncount] : chairs, tables, beds, 
etc., tTiat are used to make a room ready for use ■ They 
bought some new furniture for the house. ■ The office furni¬ 
ture is wearing out. ■ a large piece of furniture 
fu-ror (US) /'fjua^oas 'fjura-/ also chiefly Brit fu-rore 
/'fjuasoas Brit fju'roiri/ noun [singular] : a situation in which 
many people are very angry and upset ■ The book caused/ 
created a fiiror across the country. ■ Amid a public furor, the 
senator continues to deny the allegations, 
f ur-ri-er /■farija'/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who sells or 
makes fur clothing 

1 fur-row /'farou/ noun, pi -rows [count] 

1 : a long and narrow cut in the ground ■ We plowed furrows 
in the field. 

2 : a narrow line or wrinkle in the skin of a person’s face ■ 
When he frowns a deep furrow forms in his brow. 
plough a furrow Brit, literary If you plough your own fur¬ 
row, you do something that is different from what other 
people do. ■ She was not afraid to plough her own furrow. 
[=to act independently; to do something no one else has 
done] If you plough the same furrow, you do the same 
thing someone else does. ■ He was not content to plough 
the same furrow as his father. If you plough a lone/lonely 
furrow, you do something alone or do something that no 
one else will do. ■ She has had to plough a lone/lonely fur¬ 
row in her pursuit of reform. 

2 furrow verb -rows; -rowed; -row-ing : to make furrows in 
(something) [+ obj] plows furrowing the fields ■ He furrowed 
his brow, [no obj] His forehead furrows when he frowns. 

— furrowed adj ■ a furrowed brow/forehead * a furrowed 
field 

fur-ry /'fari/ adj fur-ri-er; -est 

1 : covered with fur ■ My children love funy animals. 

2 a : covered with something that looks or feels like fur ■ 
The plant has furry leaves. ■ furry slippers b : resembling fur 
• Furry mold was growing on the cheese. 

^ur-ther /'fcwW adv 

1 : to or at a more distant place or time : farther ■ He lives 
further (away) from the office than his boss. ■ We need to 
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look back further into the past to find the cause of these 
problems. ■ I’ve never been further west than St. Louis. ■ 
Their house is further up/down the street. • The road ended 
and we couldn’t go any further. [=we couldn’t go beyond that 
point] 

2 : to a greater degree or extent ■ We need to research/look 
.further into this matter. ■ The police have been reluctant to 
take their investigation any further. ■ I do not want anything 
further [ =more] to do with this mess. ■ I don’t know anything 
further [ =more] about what really happened. ■ The interview 
ended before they could question me further. [=more] ■ Inter¬ 
est rates fell further. [ =more] ■ ’’They are not our friends." "I 
would go even further and say they are our enemies.” ■ Some 
people claim that he is an arrogant man, but nothing could 
be further from the truth. [=it is completely untrue to say that 
he is an arrogant man] ■ Some people expect him to retire, 
but he says that nothing could be further from his mind. [=he 
has no intention of retiring] ■ Don’t worry, what you’ve told 
me will go no further. [=1 will not tell anyone else what you 
have told me] 

3 formal : in addition to what has been said : further¬ 
more ■ I had enough money to invest. I realized, further, that 
the risk was small. 

further to Brit, formal — used in a letter to refer to a subject 
discussed in a previous letter or conversation ■ Further to 
my letter of last Wednesday, may I remind you that the 
money outstanding has still not been paid. 

2 f urther adj 

1 : additional., MORE ■ Further study/research is needed. ■ 
He will undergo further questioning. ■ If you need further in¬ 
formation/details, you can call me. ■ We do not expect any 
further deliveries today. ■ I have nothing further to say. ■ 
There is a. further problem: do we have enough money? ■ The 
library will be closed until further notice. [=until some time 
in the future which has not yet been decided or stated] 

2 : more distant : farther ■ We parked in th e further lot. ■ 
There is more damage to the further part of the fence. 

3 further verb -thers; -thered; -ther-ing [+ obj]: to help the 
progress of (something) : to cause (something) to become 
more successful or advanced ■ He will do all he can to further 
[= promote ] the cause. ■ What can I do to further [ ^advance ] 
my career? ■ Their efforts greatly furthered the state of re¬ 
search. ■ The funds are to be used to further the public good, 
fur-ther-ance /'fodarans/ noun [noncount] formal: the act 
of helping something to become more successful or ad¬ 
vanced : advancement ■ They made the furtherance of sci¬ 
ence their life’s work. ■ His main concern is with the further¬ 
ance [= promotion ] of his own agenda, 
further education noun [noncount] Brit : courses of study 
for adults : continuing education 
further-more / l {zfo& t mo&/ adv, formal : in addition to 
what has been said : moreover — used to introduce a 
statement that supports or adds to a previous statement ■ 
These findings seem plausible. Furthermore , several studies 
have confirmed them. ■ She always arrives on time. Her 
work, furthermore, has always been excellent. 

’furth.est /'fiw’last/ adv 

1 : to or at the greatest distance in space or time : farthest 
■ The best table is furthest from the kitchen. ■ Who can run 
(the) furthest in five minutes? 

2 : to the most advanced point : farthest ■ She went the 
furthest [=she made the greatest effort] to research the issue. 

3 : by the greatest degree or extent: most • Of all his paint¬ 
ings, this one is the furthest removed from reality. 

furthest adj, always used before a noun : most distant in 
space or time : FARTHEST ■ Their ideas fall at the furthest ex¬ 
tremes of the political spectrum. ■ He says that retiring is the 
furthest thing from his mind. [=he is not thinking at all about 
retiring: he has no intention of retiring] 
fur-tive /'fa-tiv/ adj [more most ~] : done in a quiet and 
secret way to avoid being noticed ■ He cast a furtive glance in 
our direction. ■ We exchanged/urftve smiles across the table. 
* furtive movements 

— fur-tive-ly adv ■ He looked furtively at the clock. ■ She 
slipped furtively out of the room. — fur-tive-ness noun 
[noncount] 

fU-ry /'fjuri/ noun, pi -ries 

1 : violent anger : rage [noncount] I could see theory in 
her eyes. ■ Nothing could contain his fury over their accusa¬ 
tions. ■ He turned away from them in fury, [singular] *❖* If 
you are in a fury, you are very angry. ■ She rose in a fury and 
stalked out of the room. If you fiy into a fury, you become 


very angry. ■ He flew into a fury [-flew into a rage] and began 
shouting at them, synonyms see 1 anger 
2 [noncount]: wild and dangerous force ■ The hurricane un¬ 
leashed its ./wry on hundreds of homes and businesses. 
sound and fury see 1 sound 

1 fUSe /'fju:z/ noun, pi fus-es [count] : a device that causes 
electricity to stop flowing when a current becomes too 
strong ■ The lights went out when the fuse blew. ■ change a 
fuse 

blow a fuse informal: to become very angry or upset ■ The 
boss blew a fuse when the shipment didn’t arrive on time. 

- compare 2 fuse 

2 fuse noun, pi fuses [count] 

1 : a string that is connected to an explosive device (such as 
a bomb or firecracker) and that is set on fire to cause the de¬ 
vice to explode ■ light a. fuse 

2 also US fuze : a mechanical or electrical device that causes 
a weapon (such as a bomb or torpedo) to explode 

a short fuse informal If you have a short fuse or you are 
on a short fuse, you become angry very quickly. ■ The boss 
is known to be on a short fuse. 

— compare 1 fuse 

3 fuse verb fuses; fused; fus-ing 

1 : to join or become joined because of heat or a chemical 
reaction [no obj] During the reaction the atoms fuse (togeth¬ 
er). ■ The melted meta]s fused (with each other). [+ obj] Par¬ 
ticles are fused to form a new compound. ■ He fused the 
wires (together). 

2 : to join or combine (different things) together [+ obj] His 
compositions fuse jazz and rhythm and blues elements. ■ 
Their approach fused ideas from several disciplines, [no obj] 
Dreams and reality fuse (together) in her latest film. = 
Dreams fuse with reality in her latest film. 

3 Brit : to stop working because a fuse has blown [no obj] 
The light fused and left us in the dark. [+ obj] I must have 
fused the light by accident. 

fuse box noun, pi ~ boxes [count]: a box that contains the 
fuses for the electrical system in a building 
fu-se-lage /'fju.satla.'s, Brit 'fju.z3,la.3/ noun, pi -lag-es 
[count] ; the main part of an airplane : the part of an air¬ 
plane that holds the crew, passengers, and cargo — see pic¬ 
ture at AIRPLANE 

fu-sil-lade /'fjuisa.Ia.d, Brit .fju.za'leid/ noun [singular] : a 
large number of shots that are fired very quickly ■ K fusillade 
of bullets filled the courtyard. — often used figuratively ■ 
She faced a fusillade [-barrage, flurry] of accusations. ■ a fu¬ 
sillade of obscenities 
fu-sion /'fju: 3 ii/ noun, /?/-sions 

1 : a combination or mixture of things [count] a fusion of 
different methods ■ a fusion of musical styles ■ The show is a 
fusion of news and entertainment, [noncount] The fusion of 
different cultural influences is evident in her sculpture. 

2 [noncount]physics : a process in which the nuclei of atoms 
are joined ■ a fusion reactor/reaction A large amount of 
energy is released when fusion occurs. — called also nuclear 
fusion', compare fission 

3 [noncount] ; a type of popular music that combines differ¬ 
ent styles (such as jazz and rock) 

4 [noncount] : food prepared by combining methods and in¬ 
gredients from different areas of the world — called also fu¬ 
sion cuisine 

1 fUSS /'f<\s /noun 

1 ; activity or excitement that is unusual and that often is 
not wanted or necessary [noncount] They got down to busi¬ 
ness without any fuss. • What is all the fuss about? [singular] 
Her new novel has caused quite a.fuss. — often used with 
make • We’d love to come to dinner, but please don’t make a 
fuss. [=don’t do a lot of extra things that you would not usu¬ 
ally do] ■ (US) Everyone made such a fuss over the baby. = 
(Brit) Everyone made such a fuss of the baby. [=everyone 
paid a lot of excited attention to the baby] 

2 : an expression of anger or complaint especially about 
something that has little importance [noncount] She accept¬ 
ed the new assignment without any fuss. [=she did not com¬ 
plain about the new assignment] — often used with make • 
She accepted the new assignment without making any fuss, 
[singular] I don’t want to make a fuss, but this soup is cold. 

2 fuss verb fuss-es; fussed; fuss-ing [no obj] 

1 : to be or become upset or worried ■ She’ll fuss the whole 
time we’re gone. ■ I told him not to fuss. In informal Brit¬ 
ish English, someone who is not fussed is not bothered or 
worried. ■ We can eat at either restaurant: I’m not fussed. - 
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I’m not fussed about which restaurant we eat at. 

2 US : to show that you are annoyed or unhappy ■ The baby 
fussed all day. ■ Stop fussing and get to work! ■ He’s fussing 
about his new assignment. 

fuss over \phrasal verb ] fuss over (someone or something) 
: to pay a lot of attention to (someone or something) in a 
nervous or excited way ■ Everyone fussed over the baby. ■ 
He spent hours fussing over the details of the speech. ■ I 
don’t want anyone to fuss over me. 
fuss with \phrasal verb ] fuss with (something) : to move or 
handle (something) in a nervous or uncertain way : to fid¬ 
dle with (something) ■ He fussed with his tie the whole time 
we were talking. ■ She’s always fussing with her hair. 
fuss-bud*get /'fAS,bActe3t/ noun, pi -gets [count] US, infor¬ 
mal + disapproving : a person who worries or complains 
about small things : a fussy person • a grumpy old fussbudget 
f USS*pot /'fAS,pa:t/ noun, pi -pots [count] chiefly Brit, infor¬ 
mal + disapproving : fussbudget 
fussy /'fAsi/ adj fuss-i-er; -est 

1 : very careful or too careful about choosing or accepting 
things : hard to please ■ a fussy shopper ■ She’s always been 
fussy [-picky] about food. ■ I’m not/Ls-sy about where we eat. 
■ This plant is not fussy about soil quality. [=this plant will 
grow well even in poor soil] 

2 US : often upset or unhappy ■ a very fussy baby 

3 disapproving : too fancy or complicated ■ a fussy dress ■ 
fussy curtains/wallpaper ■ The room was cluttered and fussy. 

— fuss*i«ly /'fAsali/ adv — fuss*i*ness noun [noncount] 
f us-ty /'fAsti/ adj fus-ti-er; -est 

1 : full of dust and unpleasant smells : not fresh : musty ■ a 
fusty cottage ■ The trunk was full o( fusty clothing. 

2 : very old-fashioned ■ fusty notions about art 

fu-tile /'fjuitl, 'fju:,taj3l/ adj [more most ~]: having no re¬ 
sult or effect: pointless or useless ■ All our efforts proved/w- 
tile. • a. futile and foolish gesture ■ They made a futile [-vain] 
attempt to control the flooding. 

— fu-tile-ly adv — fu-til-i-ty /fju'tilati/ noun [noncount] ■ His 
speech focused on the futility of violence. ■ They demon¬ 
strated the futility of the plan. ■ an exercise in futility 

fu-ton /'fu:,ta:n/ noun, pi -tons [count] : a mattress that is 
used on the floor or in a frame as a bed, couch, or chair 

1 future /'fiu:tfa7 noun, pi -tures 

"”T a [noncount] : the period of time that will come after the 
present time ■ (Brit) He promises to do better in future. 
[=flom now on ; from this time onward] — usually used with 
the • (US) He promises to do better in the future. • We’re mak¬ 
ing plans for the future . ■ They will hire more people some¬ 
time in the future. ■ What do you think you will be doing in 
the future ? • What does/will the future hold for you? ■ the 
near/immediate future • the foreseeable future • Changes are 
expected in the not too distant future. [=soon] b the future 
: the events that will happen after the present time ■ It’s im¬ 
possible to predict the future. 

2 [count] : the condition or situation of someone or some¬ 
thing in the time that will come ■ He has a promising future 
(ahead of him). ■ Their future looks bright. ■ The company 
faces an uncertain future. • The future was already decided 
for her. ■ There is no future for you in this business. = You 
have no future in this business. [=there is no chance that you 
will succeed in this business] 

3 the future grammar : future tense 

4 futures [plural] finance : goods or shares that are bought 
at prices which are agreed to now but that are delivered at a 
later time ■ He made a fortune trading in oil futures, 
mortgage the/your future see 2 mortgage 

2 future adj, always used before a noun 


1 : coming after the present time : existing in the future ■ We 
cannot predict future events. ■ Future generations will benefit 
from this research. ■ You should keep these instructions for 
future reference. [=so that you can refer to them when you 
need to in the future] 

2 — used to say what someone or something will be ■ He met 
his future wife [=the woman who would become his wife] at 
college. ■ the country’s future king 

future perfect noun [noncount] grammar : a verb tense 
that is used to refer to an action that will be completed by a 
specified time in the future ■ Th e future perfect in English is 
formed with ’’will have” and “shall have,” as in “They will 
have left by the time we arrive.” 
future tense noun, pi tenses [count] grammar : a verb 
tense that is used to refer to the future ■ The future tense in 
English is formed with “will” or “shall.” ■ a verb in the future 
tense 

fU-tUMSt /'fjuitfanst/ noun, pi -ists [count] : a person who 
tries to tell what the future will be like 
fU'tUMS-tiC /.fju.tfa'nstik/ adj 

1 [more most ~] : very modem ■ futuristic fumiture/de- 
signs ■ The new offices are very fiituristic. 

2 a : relating to or telling about events in the future ■ a futur¬ 
istic novel/story b : existing in the future ■ The film depicts 
a futuristic society. 

fu*tu*ri*ty /fju'tureti, Brit fju'tjuarati/ noun [noncount] for¬ 
mal : the quality of being or happening in the future ■ In En¬ 
glish we can express futurity with “will” and “shall.” 
fU*tur*Olo*gy /ifjuitfa'radacfei/ noun [noncount] : the study 
of what might happen in the future 

— f u*tur*olo*gist Afjuitfa'rcclacfeist/ noun, pi -ists [count] 
fuze US variant spelling of 2 FUSE 2 

fUZZ /Taz/ noun 

1 [noncount] : short, soft hairs ■ The baby’s head is covered 
with/in fuzz. • the fuzz on a peach 

2 [noncount] : small, light pieces of cloth or other soft mate¬ 
rial ■ The blanket is covered with fuzz. 

3 the fuzz old-fashioned slang : the police ■ He was arrested 
by the fuzz. 

fuzzy /'fAzi/ adj fuzz-i-er; -est 

1 : covered with short, soft hairs, fur, etc. : covered with 
fuzz ■ a fuzzy sweater/blanket ■ The plant has fuzzy leaves. ■ a 
fuzzy stuffed toy 

2 a : not clear : not sharp or distinct ■ The picture in the 
newspaper is fuzzy, [-blurred, blurry] • Without my glasses ev¬ 
erything looks fuzzy. ■ The line between our areas of respon¬ 
sibility is fuzzy, b : not clear in thought ■ I think his reason¬ 
ing is a little fuzzy. 

3 US, informal : pleasant or comforting — usually used with 
warm ■ Seeing her again after all these years gave me a warm, 
fuzzy feeling. ■ His personality is not exactly warm and fuzzy. 

— see also warm fuzzies 

— fuzz-My /'fAzali/ adv — fuzz-i-ness noun [noncount] 
fuzzy logic noun [noncount] technical: a system of logic in 

which statements do not have to be entirely true or false 
fwd. abbr forward 
f—word /'ef,wad/ noun 

the f-word or the F-word — used as a way to refer to the of¬ 
fensive word “fuck” without saying it or writing it ■ He got 
in trouble for using the f-word on television. 

-fy /far/ verb suffix : cause to become ■ beauti/y • puri/y 
FYI abbr for your information — used when you are provid¬ 
ing someone with interesting or useful information in a note, 
an e-mail message, etc. ■ FYI, the meeting has been post¬ 
poned to next week. 


G 


g or G Afci:/ noun, pi g’s or gs or G’s or Gs 

1 : the seventh letter of the English alphabet [count] There 
are two g’s in “bigger.” [ noncount ] words that end in g 

2 : a musical note or key referred to by the letter G : the 
fifth tone of a C-major scale [count] play/sing a G [non¬ 
count] The song is in the key of G. 


3 [count] : the force of gravity at the Earth’s surface ■ An as¬ 
tronaut can experience three g’s [=an amount of force equal 
to three times the normal force of gravity] during liftoff. 

4 [count] slang : one thousand dollars : grand ■ a couple of 
gs 

g abbr gram 
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G — used as a special mark to indicate that people of all ages 
may see a particular movie in a movie theater ■ The movie is 
rated G. —compare NC-17, pg, PG-13, R, x; see also 
G-RATED 
G A abbr Georgia 

1 gab /'g£eb/ verb gabs; gabbed; gab'bing [no obj\ informal 
: to talk a lot in an informal way usually about things that 
are not important or serious ■ They stayed up late gabbing 
(away) on the phone. • gabbing about the weather 

— gab-ber noun, pi -bers [count] ■ talk radio gabbers 
2 gab noun [ noncount] informal : informal talk ■ a steady 

stream of gab A person with (US) the gift of gab or Brit the 

gift of the gab is someone who talks a lot or who is good at 
talking to people. ■ a salesman with the gift of gab 
gab*ar*dine/ l g£eb3‘ 1 di:n//zoun [noncount] ; a smooth, stiff 
type of cloth that is often used for suits • a jacket made of 
gabardine — often used before another noun ■ a gabardine 
suit/coat 

gab-ble /'gcebol/ verb gab-bles; gab-bled; gab-bling 

/■gseblii)/ [no obj] chiefly Brit : to talk quickly and in a way 
that is difficult to understand ■ I could hear my aunts gab¬ 
bling [=babbling] in the kitchen. 

— gabble noun [noncount] I could hear the gabble of my 
aunts in the kitchen, [singular] a gabble of voices 

gab'by /'gjebi/ adj gab-bi-er; -est informal : talking a lot 
: very talkative ■ a gabby talk show host 
gab*fest /'gasbifest/ noun, pi -fests [count] US, informal 

1 : a long conversation ■ a gabfest between friends 

2 : a gathering for people to talk • the group’s annual gabfest 
ga-ble /'geibal/ noun, pi gambles [count] : a section of a 

building’s outside wall that is shaped like a triangle and that 
is formed by two sections of the roof sloping down — see 
picture at house 

— gambled /'geibald/ adj ■ gabled houses [=houses that have 
gables] ■ a gabled roof [=a roof that forms a gable or gables] 

gad /'gasd/ verb gads; gad-ded; gad-ding 
gad about/around [phrasal verb] gad about/around or gad 
about/around (somewhere) : to move or travel without a 
plan or purpose ■ He spent several months gadding about 
Europe after college. 

gad-a-bOUt /'gasda.baut/ noun, pi -bouts [count] some¬ 
times disapproving : a person who goes to many places and 
social events for pleasure ■ a wealthy young gadabout 
gad-fly I'gve&fXaxI noun, pi -flies [count] : someone who an¬ 
noys people by being very critical ■ a political gadfly [=a per¬ 
son who criticizes politicians, political decisions, etc.] 
gad-get /'geecfeat/ noun, pi -gets [count] : a small, useful de¬ 
vice ■ a clever gadget ■ The kitchen is equipped with all the 
latest gadgets. • cell phones, pagers, and other gadgets 
gad-get-ry /'geecfeatri/ noun [noncount] : small, useful de¬ 
vices ■ The kitchen is equipped with the latest gadgetry. 
[=gadgets] • electronic gadgetry • (disapproving) newfangled 
gadgetry [=new gadgets that are difficult to use, understand, 
etc.] 

Gael-ic /'geilik, 'gaelik/ adj 

1 : of or relating to the Celtic people of Scotland and Ireland 
■ Gaelic politicians/folklore 

2 : of or relating to the Celtic language of Scotland and Ire¬ 
land ■ Gaelic idioms 

— Gaelic noun (noncount) ■ The poems are written in Gaelic. 


gaff /'gasf/ noun, pi gaffs [count] 

1 : a spear or hook used for lifting heavy fish 

2 : a pole that supports the top of a sail on some sailboats 

3 Brit slang : someone’s home ■ Why not come round to my 
gaff for a few drinks? 

blow the gaff Brit slang : to reveal a secret especially in a 
public way — usually + on • The report blows the gaff on a 
series of illegal actions by the government, 
gaffe /’g£ef/ noun, pi gaffes [count] : a mistake made in a so¬ 
cial situation • He realized that he had committed/made an 
awful/embarrassing gaffe when he mispronounced her 
name. ■ a verbal/diplomatic gaffe 
gaf-fer /’gaefa-/ noun, pi -fers [count] : a person who is in 
charge of the lights that are used when making a movie, tele¬ 
vision show, etc. 

’gag /'g;eg/ verb gags; gagged; gag-ging 

1 [+ obj] : to put something (such as a piece of cloth) into or 
over a person’s mouth in order to prevent that person from 
speaking, calling for help, etc. ■ The hostages were bound 
and gagged. [=their hands and feet were tied and their 
mouths were gagged] 


2 [+ obj] : to prevent (someone) from speaking freely or ex¬ 
pressing opinions • The government is trying to gag the press. 

3 [no obj] a : to vomit or feel as if you are about to vomit 
: to feel as if what is in your stomach is going to come up 
into your mouth ■ The smell (almost) made me gag. — often 
+ on • She was gagging on the fumes. [=the fumes were caus¬ 
ing her to gag] b : to be unable to breathe because some¬ 
thing is stuck in your throat : choke — often + on • He 
gagged on a hot dog. 

2 gag noun, pi gags [count] 

1 a : something said or done to make people laugh : JOKE ■ 
The movie relies on simpleminded gags for laughs. • a typical 
sitcom gag • (chiefly Brit) The comedian told a few gags. — 
sometimes used before another noun ■ a gag line -<*- A run¬ 
ning gag is a joke that is repeated many times in slightly dif¬ 
ferent ways. ■ Her fake news reports were a running gag on 
the show. <*- A sight gag is a joke that does not involve 
speaking. ■ The movie is full of outrageous sight gags, b 
chiefly US : something done as a playful trick : prank ■ 
They hid his clothes as a gag. 

2 : something (such as a piece of cloth) that is put into or 
over someone’s mouth in order to prevent speech ■ They tied 
up the hostages and put gags in their mouths. 

3 : something done to prevent people from speaking freely 
or expressing opinions ■ The government is trying to put a 
gag on the press. — see also gag order, gag rule 

ga-ga / , ga:,ga:/ adj [more most ~] irformal 

1 : extremely enthusiastic about or interested in something 
or someone ■ I can’t understand how anyone could be so 
gaga over/about golf. ■ She’s gaga over her boss’s nephew. 
[=she’s very attracted to her boss’s nephew] — often used af¬ 
ter go ■ She’s gone gaga over her boss’s nephew. ■ Critics have 
gone gaga over the movie. 

2 : crazy or foolish - He thinks that most artists are at least a 
little bit gaga. 

gage variant spelling of gauge 

gag-gle /'geegal/ noun, pi gag-gles [count] 

1 : a group of geese : a flock of geese 

2 : a group of people ■ a noisy gaggle of photographers/re- 
porters/tourists 

gag order noun, pi - ders [count] chiefly US, law : an or¬ 

der by a judge or court saying that the people involved in a 
legal case cannot talk about the case or anything related to it 
in public ■ The judge has issued a gag order. — called also 
(Brit) gagging order 

gag rule noun, pi ~ rules [count] US : a rule saying that 
people are not allowed to speak freely or express their opin¬ 
ions about a particular subject ■ The law prohibits insurance 
companies from imposing gag rules that limit communica¬ 
tion between doctors and their patients, 
gai-ety /'gejati/ noun [noncount] old-fashioned : a happy and 
lively quality ■ The party had none of the gaiety we’ve seen in 
past years. ■ the gaiety of the carnival 
gai-ly /'geili/ adv [more most ~] old-jashioned 

1 : in a happy and lively way ■ chatting/playing/laughing gai¬ 
ly 

2 : in a bright and colorful way ■ gaily dressed crowds ■ a gai¬ 
ly painted vase ■ a gaily colored poster 

1 gain /'gein/ verb gains; gained; gain-ing 

1 (+ obj] a : to get (something wanted or valued) ■ They 
stand to gain an advantage over their competitors by getting 
an early start. ■ What do you hope to gain from/by this? ■ 
gain control of/over the territory ■ Investigators are trying to 
gain access to the group’s financial records. ■ We were un¬ 
able to gain admission/entrance/entry to the club. ■ We need 
to gain a better understanding of the problem. ■ They had 
nothing to lose and everything to gain. ■ He first gained at¬ 
tention/recognition/fame as a young writer. ■ Her theories 
are slowly gaining acceptance. ■ She’s gaining confidence in 
herself. [=she is becoming more confident] ■ I took the job to 
gain experience, b : to win (something) in a competition, 
battle, etc. ■ He is still hoping to gain the party’s nomination. 
■ gain a victory c : to gradually get (something) or more of 
(something) as time passes ■ He gained 40 pounds over five 
years, and then lost it all in two. ■ gain weight ■ The baby is 
quickly gaining strength in her legs. 

2 [+ obj] : to cause (someone) to have (something) ■ His re¬ 
cent behavior has gained [=eamed] him a reputation for 
stubbornness. ■ Her hard work gained her their respect, 
[-she has gained their respect through hard work; they re¬ 
spect her now because of her hard work] 

3 a : to increase in (something) [+ obj] This event gains pop- 
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ularity [=becomes more popular] each year. ■ The plane was 
gaining aXMtude. ■ Some of the stocks are gaining value, while 
others are losing value, [no obj] Some of the stocks are gain¬ 
ing , while others are losing. — usually + in ■ This event gains 
in popularity each year ■ The stocks are gaining in value, b 
[+ obj] : to increase in value by (a specified amount) ■ The 
stocks gained three percent last month, c [no obj\ : to in¬ 
crease in value when compared to something else ■ The dol¬ 
lar gained against the pound last month. 

4 [no obj] : to get an advantage ■ The company hopes to gain 
[=profit] from the new regulations. 

5 [+ obj] American football: to move the ball (a specified dis¬ 
tance) down the field ■ They gained five yards on the last 
play. 

6 of a clock or watch : to show a time that is later than the 
correct time : to run fast [no obj ] The clock gains by less 
than a second a year. [+ obj] The clock gains less than a sec¬ 
ond a year. 

7 [+ obj] formal : to arrive at (a place) especially after much 
effort ■ The tired swimmer gained the shore at last. 

gain a/the jump on see 2 jump 
gain ground see ‘ground 

gain on [phrasal verb] gain on (someone or something) : to 
come nearer to (someone or something that is ahead of 
you in a race or competition) ■ She was still leading at the 
halfway point, but the other runners were gaining on her. 
gain time : to cause something to be delayed so that more 
time is available to do what is needed "His lawyers are de¬ 
laying the trial to gain time to prepare their defense. 

— gain-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a stock that was one of the 
year's biggest gainers [=one of the stocks that increased the 
most in value] 

gain noun, pi gains 

1 [count] : something wanted or valued that is gotten : some¬ 
thing that is gained ■ ill-gotten gains [=money and other valu¬ 
able things gotten through dishonest methods]; especially 
: money gotten through some activity or process : profit ■ 
financial/stock-market gains ■ economic gains — see also 
CAPITAL GAIN 

2 [noncount] : something that is helpful: advantage or bene¬ 
fit ■ He acted only for his own personal/political gain. [=he 
acted only to benefit himself] 

3 : an increase in amount, size, or number [count] again in 
weight ■ impressive gains [= improvements ] in performance ■ 
They hope to make big gains in Congress in the coming elec¬ 
tion. [=they hope that many more members of their party 
will be elected to Congress] [noncount] The medication can 
cause nausea and weight gain. 

4 [count] American football : the distance the ball is moved 
down the field during a play ■ They picked up a five-yard 
gain on first down. 

no pain, no gain also no gain without pain infoimal — 
used to say that it is necessary to suffer or work hard in or¬ 
der to succeed or make progress 
gain-fill /'gemfal/ adj [more most ~] : paying money ■ 
people seeking gainful [-paid] employment ■ a gainful occu¬ 
pation ■ gainful activity 

— gain-ful-ly adv ■ gainfully employed 

gain-say /,gem'sei/ verb gain-says /,gem'seiz, ^em'sez/; 
gain-said /jgem'seid, ,gem'sed/; gain-say-lng [+ obj] for¬ 
mal : to deny or disagree with (something): to show or say 
that (something) is not true — used in negative statements ■ 
There is no gainsaying such evidence. [=the truth of such ev¬ 
idence cannot be denied] 

gait /'geit/ noun, pi gaits [count] : a particular way of walk¬ 
ing ■ He has an awkward gait. ■ an easy/unsteady gait 
gai-ter /'geita 1 / noun, pi -ters [count] : a cloth or leather cov¬ 
ering worn over the lower part of the leg especially to keep 
the legs and ankles dry when hiking — usually plural ■ a pair 
of gaiters 

gal /'gael/ noun, pi gals [count] chiefly US, informal : a girl or 
woman ■ She’s a fun gal. ■ I want to see all you guys and gals 
out on the dance floor! ■ I’ve grown rather fond of the old 
gal. 

gal. abbr gallon 

ga-la /'geila, Brit 'ga:la/ noun, pi -las [count] : a public party 
or celebration ■ a grand gala celebrating the town’s centenni¬ 
al — often used before another noun ■ a gala event/affair/ 
celebration 

gal-axy /'gaelaksi/ noun, pi -ax-ies 
1 astronomy a [count] : any one of the very large groups of 
stars that make up the universe - the formation of galaxies ■ 


a giant/spiral galaxy b the Galaxy : the galaxy in which we 
live : MILKY WAY 

2 [count] : a large group of important or well-known people 
or things ■ The event was attended by a galaxy of artists. 

— ga-lac-tic /ga'laektik/ adj, astronomy ■ galactic objects 
gale /'geil/ noun, pi gales [count] 

1 : a very strong wind ■ The boat was damaged in a strong 
gale. ■ The winds approached gale force. ■ gale- force winds 

2 : a sudden occurrence of laughter, tears, etc. ■ The audi¬ 
ence erupted in gales of laughter. ■ a gale of laughter/tears 

’gall /'ga:l/ noun [noncount] : extreme confidence expressed 
in a way that is impolite : nerve ■ I can’t believe she just 
said that to me. What galll — often used in the phrase have 
the gall • He had the gall to think that he could replace her. ■ 
I can’t believe she had the (unmitigated) gall to ask for an¬ 
other day off. 

2 gall verb galls; galled; gall-ing [+ obj ]: to make (someone) 
feel annoyed or angry ■ It galls me that such a small group of 
people can have so much power. — see also GALLING 
gal-lant adj [more most ~] 

1 /'gaelant/ : showing courage : very brave - The defenders 
of the fort made a gallant stand. ■ a gallant knight ■ They 
failed to reach the summit, but they made a gallant attempt. 

2 /'gaelant/ : large and impressive ■ a gallant ship 

3 /ga'laent, ga'laint/ : having or showing politeness and re¬ 
spect for women ■ He greeted her with a gallant bow. ■ He of¬ 
fered her his seat in a gallant gesture. 

- gal-lant-ly adv «The troops marched gallantly into battle. 
■ He gallantly offered her his seat. 

gal-lant-ry /'gaelantri/ noun [noncount] 

1 : very brave behavior : courage ■ He was awarded sever¬ 
al medals for gallantry [-heroism, valor] in battle. ■ I so ad¬ 
mire the gallantry [=spirit, courage] with which she fought 
the disease. 

2 : polite attention shown by a man to a woman ■ Many 
women were charmed by his old-fashioned gallantry. 

gall-blad-der /'ga:l,blaeday noun, pi -ders [count] medical 
: the organ in the body in which bile from the liver is stored 

— see picture at human 

gal-le-on /'gaelijan/ noun, pi -ons [count] : a large sailing 
ship used especially by the Spanish in the 1500s and 1600s 
gal-lery /'gaelari/ noun, pi -ler-ies [count] 

1 a : a room or building in which people look at paintings, 
sculptures, etc. ■ an art gallery ■ the National Gallery b : a 
business that sells paintings, sculptures, etc. • She owns a gal¬ 
lery downtown. 

2 : a group or collection of people or things ■ The movie fea¬ 
tures a gallery of weird characters. — see also ROGUES’ gal¬ 
lery 

3 a : the highest section of seats in a theater b : the people 
sitting in the gallery C : the people who are watching a ten¬ 
nis or golf match 

p/ay to the gallery : to do things that you think will be pop¬ 
ular among many people instead of doing what you think 
is right ■ a governor who refuses to play to the gallery 

- see also shooting gallery 
gal-ley /'gaeli/ noun, pi -leys [count] 

1 : the kitchen of a ship or airplane 

2 : a long, low ship that was moved by oars and sails and that 
was used in ancient times by the Egyptians, Greeks, and oth¬ 
ers ■ a slave galley [=a galley rowed by slaves] 

Gal-lic /'gaelik/ adj • of or relating to France or French peo¬ 
ple ■ a Gallic [= French ] pop star; especially : typical of French 
people ■ our host’s Gallic charm 
gall-ing /'gailig/ adj [more most —] : causing someone to 
feel angry or annoyed ■ Their refusal to meet with me was 
extremely galling. [=annoying] ■ This is a galling defeat, 
gal-li-vant /'gaela.vaent/ verb -vants; -vant-ed; -vant-lng 
[no obj] somewhat informal + often disapproving : to go or 
travel to many different places for pleasure ■ They’ve been 
gallivanting all over town. ■ He’s been gallivanting around the 
country when he ought to be looking for a job. 
gal-lon /'gaelan/ noun, pi -Ions [count] 

1 US : a unit of liquid measurement equal to four U.S. 
quarts or 3.785 liters 

2 Brit : a unit of liquid measurement equal to four British 
quarts or 4.546 liters 

1 gal-lop /'gaelap/ noun, pi -lops 

1 : the way a horse or similar animal moves when it is run¬ 
ning fast and all four of its feet leave the ground at the same 
time — often used after at [noncount] The horse was at full 
gallop, [singular] He mounted his horse and took off at a 
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gallop. — sometimes used figuratively ■ The course covers 
early American history at a gallop. [=very quickly; in a short 
amount of time] 

2 [count] : a ride or run at a gallop ■ We went for a gallop 
through the countryside. — sometimes used figuratively ■ 
The course begins with a quick gallop through early Ameri¬ 
can history. — compare ‘canter, 2 trot 
2 gallop verb -lops; -loped; -lop-ing 

1 a [no obj] of a horse or similar animal : to run very fast: to 
run at a gallop ■ The horse galloped toward us. b [no obj ] 
: to ride on a galloping horse ■ He mounted his horse and 
galloped off to sound the alarm. C [+ obj] : to make (a 
horse) gallop • She galloped her horse toward us. 

2 [no obj ]: to run or move quickly ■ I grabbed my books and 
galloped out the door. ■ The program gallops through early 
American history. 

gaMop*ing /'gcebpig/ adi, always used before a noun 
: quickly developing or increasing ■ galloping inflation 
gal-lows /'gselouz/ noun, pi -lows [count] : a structure on 
which a criminal who has been sentenced to death is killed 
by being hanged ■ He was sentenced to death on the gallows. 
• She was sent to the gallows. [=she was sentenced to death] 
gallOWS humor noun [noncount ] : humor that relates to 
very serious or frightening things (such as death and illness) 
gall-stone /'ga:l,stoun/ noun, pi -stones [count] medical 
: a hard object like a small stone that sometimes forms in the 
gallbladder and that can cause great pain 
ga-IOOt /ga'luit/ noun, pi -loots [count] US slang : a man or 
boy; especially : one who is foolish or awkward ■ You b\% ga¬ 
loot'. ■ a clumsy galoot 

ga-lore /ga'lo zrf adi, always used after a noun, informal : in 
large numbers or amounts ■ The store promises bargains ga¬ 
lore [=promises that there will be many bargains] during its 
weekend sale. 

ga-losh-es /gs'lar/az/ noun [plural] 

1 old-fashioned : tall rubber shoes that are worn over other 
shoes in wet weather to keep your feet dry — compare rub¬ 
bers 

2 : rubber boots worn in wet weather to keep the feet dry 
ga-lumph /ga'lAmf/ verb -lumphs; -lumphed; -lumph- 

ing [no obj] informal: to move in a loud and clumsy way ■ I 
could hear him galumphing around in the attic, 
gal-van-ic /gsei'vgemk/ adi 

1 technical: relating to or producing a direct current of elec¬ 
tricity ■ a galvanic cell ■ galvanic corrosion 

2 [more most ~] : causing people to feel or react strongly 
■ a galvanic performance/performer ■ Her performance had 
a galvanic effect on the audience. 

gal-va-nize also Brit gal-va-nise /'gcelva^aiz/ verb -niz- 
es; -nized; -nlz-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to cause (people) to become so excited or concerned 
about an issue, idea, etc., that they want to do something 
about it ■ an issue that galvanized the public (to take action) 
b : to cause (a force that is capable of causing change) to be¬ 
come active ■ The group is hoping to galvanize public opin¬ 
ion against the proposed law. ■ The Web site has galvanized 
support for the project. 

2 technical : to cover (steel or iron) with a layer of zinc to 
prevent it from rusting ■ a factory where steel is galvanized 
— galvanized adi • galvanized nails • galvanized steel 

gam-bit /'gsembat/ noun, pi -bits [count] 

1 : a planned series of moves at the beginning of a game of 
chess A gambit usually involves losing a piece, such as a 
pawn, in order to gain an advantage later in the game. 

2 : something done or said in order to gain an advantage or 
to produce a desired result ■ a conversational gambit ■ Their 
opening gambit [=their first move] in the negotiations was to 
demand a wage hike. 

1 gam-ble /'g^embal/ verb gam-bles; gam-bled; gam¬ 
bling 

1 [no obj]: to play a game in which you can win or lose mon¬ 
ey or possessions : to bet money or other valuable things ■ I 
like to gamble. - He’s been drinking and gambling heavily. ■ 
gambling at cards — often + on ■ She likes to gamble on foot¬ 
ball games. 

2 [+ obj] a : to risk losing (an amount of money) in a game 
or bet ■ He would often gamble hundreds of dollars on a 
hand of poker, b : to risk losing (something valuable or im¬ 
portant) in order to do or achieve something • She gambled 
[=risked] everything she owned to start the business. — often 
+ on ■ The company is gambling (= betting, risking] everything 
on this strategy. 


3 : to do something that could have the good result that you 
want or a bad result that you cannot control [no obj] The 
mayor is gambling with the city’s future. ■ people who lost 
money gambling in the stock market — often + on • Many 
people are willing to gamble on the new treatment. [=are 
willing to try the new treatment because they hope it will 
help them] [+ obj] The mayor is gambling that the new poli¬ 
cies will help rather than hurt the city. 

gamble away [phrasal verb] gamble away (something) or 
gamble (something) away : to lose (something, such as 
money) by gambling ■ She gambled away her inheritance. ■ 
gambling away the city’s future 

— gam-bler /'gamble/ noun, pi -biers [count] ■ The casino 
attracts many wealthy gamblers. ■ a compulsive gambler 

2 gamble noun, pi gambles [count] : something that could 
produce a desired result or a bad or unpleasant result: risk 

■ Starting her own business was a gamble, but it paid off. ■ 
She thought about starting her own business, but she decid¬ 
ed it was too much of a gamble. ■ He was taking a (big) gam¬ 
ble. [=doing something that could produce a (very) bad or 
unpleasant result] • Many people are willing to take a gamble 
on the new treatment, [-to try the new treatment] 

gambling noun [noncount] : the practice or activity of bet¬ 
ting money : the practice of risking money in a game or bet ■ 
He was arrested for illegal gambling. ■ legalized gambling ■ 
compulsive gambling — often used before another noun ■ a 
gambling casino ■ a gambling resort ■ She has a gambling 
problem. ■ a gambling game 

gam-bol /'gsembal/ verb -bols; US -boled or Brit -boiled; 
US -bol-ing or Brit -bol-ling [no obj] : to run or jump in a 
lively way ■ lambs gamboling in the meadow 

— gambol noun, pi -bols [count] ■ a playful gambol 
1 game /'geim/ noun, pi games 

1 [count] a : a physical or mental activity or contest that 
has rules and that people do for pleasure ■ a card game ■ par¬ 
ty games (=activities people do at parties for pleasure] ■ word 
games [=games or puzzles that involve words] ■ computer 
games ■ poker and other gambling games ■ Baseball is my fa¬ 
vorite game. [=3 port] b : a particular occurrence of a game ■ 
Do you want to play a game (of tennis/cards)? • She scored a 
goal to tie the game. ■ They won/lost the game. ■ We played a 
few games of chess. ■ That was a good game ! C : one of the 
games that are part of a larger contest (such as a tennis 
match) • She won the first two games , but lost the set and the 
match. — see also ball game, board game, fun and 
GAMES, GUESSING GAME, PARLOR GAME, PERFECT GAME, 
RETURN GAME, SHELL GAME, VIDEO GAME, game of chance 
at ‘chance, game of skill at skill 

2 games [plural] a : playful activities ■ children playing at 
their games b or Games : an organized series of athletic 
contests; specifically : the Olympics ■ Let the Games begin. 

3 a [singular] : the way someone plays in a sport ■ They are 
known to play a very rough game. ■ She has a strong all- 
around game. • She needs to improve her game if she wants 
to win the championship. ■ Champions can raise/lift their 
game [=can play better] when they’re in danger of losing, b 
[count] : a skill that is used in playing a particular game or 
sport ■ a football team with a strong running/passing game 

4 [count] a : an activity that is being compared to a game or 
contest ■ He’s a loser in the game of love. [=he is not success¬ 
ful in romantic relationships] ■ the game of life ■ They’re 
playing a dangerous game by refusing to negotiate. ■ He’s 
trying to beat them at their own game. [=he’s trying to gain 
an advantage over them by using the same methods that they 
use] ■ the mating game [=the effort to find a sexual partner] 

— see also waiting game, war game, the name of the 
game at ‘name b : a type of work : a business or profes¬ 
sion ■ She’s spent the last 30 years in the newspaper game. • 
the money game ■ the fight game [=professional boxing] 

— see also war game 

5 [count] : something that is not meant to be taken seriously 

■ Politics for her is just a game. ■ Was our entire relationship 
just a game to you? 

6 [count] : a usually dishonest or unfair plan for doing some¬ 
thing ■ I’ve seen through your little game and I know what 
you’re really after! ■ What’s his game ? [=what is his real rea¬ 
son for doing the things he is doing?] To give the game 
away is to make a secret plan or activity known. ■ We can’t 
let him know anything about it. He’s too likely to give the 
game away. If the game Is up, a dishonest plan or activity 
has been discovered and will no longer be allowed to contin¬ 
ue. ■ Okay, the game is up. [=the jig is up] We know you 
forged the letters. 
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7 [noncount] : animals that are hunted ■ wild game ■ small 
game — often used before another noun ■ a game bird/fish 
[=a bird or fish that may be legally hunted or caught] • a 
game preserve [=an area of land in which hunting and fish¬ 
ing are carefully controlled] ■ a game warden [=a person who 
makes sure that hunting and fishing laws are obeyed] — of¬ 
ten used figuratively ■ The police aren’t interested in these 
small-time drug dealers; they’re after much bigger game. 

— see also big game 

ahead of the game : in a position or situation in which you 
are likely to succeed, win, etc. ■ The company has stayed 
ahead of the game by meeting new government standards 
before they go into effect. 

early/late in the game : at an early/late time in a game or 
sport ■ She scored a goal early in the game. [=near the be¬ 
ginning of the game] — often used figuratively ■ It’s too 
late in the game to change the date of the meeting. [=it’s no 
longer reasonable to change the date; the meeting is too 
soon for the date to be changed] • She got into the comput¬ 
er industry early in the game. [=when the industry was new] 
got game 4- In informal U.S. English, someone who has got 
game is very good at playing a particular game or sport, 
such as basketball. 

head/mind games : actions that are meant to confuse or 
upset someone in order to get an advantage ■ I couldn’t 
handle the head games that came with the job anymore. ■ 
She’s known for playing mind games with her opponents. 
on the game Brit, informal : working as a prostitute ■ I 
didn’t know she was on the game, 
on/off your game If you are on your game, you are play¬ 
ing a sport or game well; if you are off your game, you are 
playing poorly. ■ She’s really on her game tonight, [-she’s 
playing very well] ■ Sorry I missed that shot. I’m off my 
game today. [=I’m not playing as well as I usually do] These 
phrases are also used figuratively. ■ He seemed a little off 
his game during the sales presentation this morning. 
play games 1 : to treat someone in a dishonest or unfair 
way in order to get an advantage ■ Stop playing games 
(with me) and tell me what really happened! ■ I’m trying to 
be honest with you. I’m not interested in playing games. 2 
: to behave in a way that is not serious ■ Let’s stop playing 
games and get down to business. 
the only game in town : the only available, desirable, or 
valuable thing ■ For serious home cooks, this stove is the 
only game in town. [=it is the only stove that serious home 
cooks should want to have] ■ Our company is no longer the 
only game in town. [=we now have competition; another 
company/business is doing what we do] 

2 game adi gam-er; -est 

1 : willing or ready to do something ■ “Do you feel like going 
to the movies tonight?" "Sure, I'm game." • They were game 
for anything. = They were game to try anything. 

2 : showing a willingness to work hard, keep trying, etc. 

: showing determination ■ They remained game [= deter¬ 
mined] to the end. • She lost despite a game effort. 

— game-ly adv [more most ~] ■ She smiled gamely for the 
camera. 

game ball noun, pi ~ balls [count] US : a ball that is given 
to a player or coach who did something impressive to help 
win a game in American football, basketball, etc. 

game hen noun, pi ~ hens [count] : a young, small hen 
used especially for roasting 

game*keep*er /■geim,ki:pa i / noun, pi -ers [count] : a per¬ 
son who is in charge of the breeding and protection of ani¬ 
mals that are hunted on private land 
game plan noun, pi ~ plans [count] 

1 : a plan for playing a game (such as American football or 
soccer) 

2 : a plan for doing or achieving something ■ The governor is 
developing a game plan to lure businesses to the region. 

game point noun, pi ~ points [count] sports : a situation in 
tennis or another game in which the player who wins the 
next point will win the game; also : the point itself 

— compare match point 

gam-er /'genua 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] US 

1 : a person who plays games and especially video or com¬ 
puter games ■ video gamers 

2 informal : a person who is game; especially : an athlete 
who tries very hard to win games, competitions, etc. ■ He’s a 
real gamer. 

game show noun, pi ~ shows [count] : a television pro¬ 
gram in which people try to win prizes in a game • He was a 


contestant on a game show. = He was a game-show contes¬ 
tant. 

games-man-Ship /'geimzman.Jip/ noun [noncount] usual¬ 
ly disapproving 

1 : the practice of winning a game or contest by doing things 
that seem unfair but that are not actually against the rules ■ 
They blur the line between gamesmanship and cheating. 

2 : the clever use of skills or tricks to succeed or do some¬ 
thing ■ corporate/political gamesmanship 

gam-ete /'g 2 e,mi:t/ noun, pi -etes [count] technical : one of 
the cells that join together to begin making a person or other 
creature 

gamey variant spelling of gamy 

ga-mine /gas'miin/ noun, pi -mines [count] : an attractive 
and usually thin and small woman or girl who often shows a 
playful desire to cause trouble ■ a movie about a French ga¬ 
mine 

— gamine adi ■ She was girlish and gamine. 
gam-ing /■geimii)/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the activity of playing computer games ■ He does a lot of 
gaming online. 

2 : the act or activity of gambling ■ casino gaming 
gam-ma /'ggema/ noun, pi -mas [count] : the third letter of 

the Greek alphabet — Tory 

gamma rays noun [plural] : powerful invisible rays that 
are sent out from some radioactive substances — called also 
gamma radiation 

gam-mon /'gasman/ noun [noncount] Brit : smoked or salt¬ 
ed meat from the side or leg of a pig ■ a gammon steak 
gam-Ut /'gsemat/ noun [singular] : a range or series of relat¬ 
ed things ■ She experienced the full gamut of human emo¬ 
tions. ■ Her emotions ran the gamut from joy to despair. 
[=she felt emotions ranging from joy to despair] 
gamy or gam-ey /'geimi/ adi gam-i-er; -est : having the 
flavor of meat from wild animals especially when it is slightly 
spoiled ■ gamy meat ■ The deer tasted gamy. 

— gam*i-ness /■geiminas/ noun [noncount] 

1 gari-der /'gzenda 1 / noun, pi -ders [count] : a male goose 

what’s good for the goose is good for the gander see 
'goose 

— compare 2 gander 

2 gander noun [singular] informal : a look at something ■ I’d 
like to stop by and take/have a gander at your new car. 

— compare 'gander 

1 gang /'gaii]/ noun, pi gangs [count] 

1 : a group of criminals ■ a gang of drug dealers ■ a gang of 
thieves — see also chain gang 

2 : a group of young people who do illegal things together 
and who often fight against other gangs • street gangs ■ He is 
in a gang. ■ He was shot by a member of a rival gang. ■ gang 
violence 

3 informal : a group of people who are friends and who do 
things together ■ The gang’s all here. ■ the gang at the office 

2 gang verb gangs; ganged; gang-ing 

gang up [phrasal verb] informal: to form a group to attack, 
oppose, or criticize someone — usually + on ■ His class¬ 
mates ganged up on him and beat him up pretty badly. — 
sometimes + against ■ Everyone ganged up against her. 
gang bang noun, pi ~ bangs [count] informal + impolite 
: an occurrence in which several men have sex with the same 
woman one after another 
gang-bust-ers /'ga^bAst^z/ noun 
like gangbusters US, informal 1 : very well or successful¬ 
ly • The team got off to a slow start, but recently they have 
been coming on like gangbusters. [=they have been doing 
very well] 2 : very quickly ■ The company has been grow¬ 
ing like gangbusters. 

gang-land /'gseg.lamd/ noun [singular] : the violent world 
of organized crime — usually used before another noun ■ a 
gangland shooting 

gan-gling /'gseijglirj/ adi [more most ~] chiefly Brit 
: gangly ■ a gangling teenager 
gan-gli-on/'gasqglijan/noun,/?/ -glia /-glij 3 /also -gli-ons 
[count] medical: a mass of nerve cells 
gan-gly /'ggeggli/ adi gan-gli-er; -est 

1 : tall, thin, and awkward ■ a gangly teenager 

2 : long and thin ■ gangly legs 

gang-plank /'g 2 eg,pl 2 eijk/ noun, pi -planks [count] : a 
board or other structure that people walk on to get on or off 
a ship 

gang rape noun, pi ~ rapes [count] : a crime in which one 
woman is raped by several men one after another 
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- gang-rape verb -rapes; -raped; -raping [+ obj] 
gan-grene /*g 2 ei),gri:n/ noun [; noncount] medical : the de¬ 
cay of flesh that occurs in a part of the body that no longer 
has blood flowing to it ■ When gangrene set in, the soldier’s 
leg had to be amputated. 

- gan*gre*nous /'gserjgranss/ adj ■ a gangrenous foot 
gang*Sta /'gsegsts/ noun, pi -stas lcount] US, informal 

1 : a member of a street gang 

2 : a person who performs gangsta rap music 
gangsta rap noun [noncount ] : a type of rap music with 

lyrics about the violence and drug use of street gangs 

- gangsta rapper noun, pi — pers [count] 
gang-ster /'gsegstay noun, pi -sters [count] : a member of 

a group of violent criminals 
gang-way /'g 2 ei],wei/ noun, pi -ways 

1 [count] m . GANGPLANK 

2 [count] Brit : a passage between sections of seats in a the¬ 
ater, airplane, etc. : aisle 

3 — used to tell people in a crowd to move aside so that 
someone can pass through ■ " Gangway V the man shouted as 
he pushed his way through the crowd. 

gan-ja /'gaincfea/ noun [noncount]slang : marijuana 
gan-net /'gsenat/ noun, pi gan-nets also gannet [count]: a 
large ocean bird that eats fish 
gantlet variant spelling of 'gauntlet 
gaol, gaol-bird, gaol-break, gaol-er Brit spellings of 

JAIL, JAILBIRD, JAILBREAK, JAILER 

gap /'gtep/ noun, pi gaps [count] 

1 a : a space between two people or things ■ The child had a 
gap between her two front teeth. • The gap between the lead 
runner and the rest of the field continued to widen, b : a 
hole or space where something is missing ■ The sheep got 
through a gap in the fence. 

2 : a missing part ■ There are unexplained gaps in his story. ■ 
The class filled in the gaps in my knowledge of biology. 

3 : a part or period in which nothing happens ■ She had tak¬ 
en several years off to raise a family, so there was a large gap 
in her work history. 

4 : a difference between two people, groups, or things — of¬ 
ten + between ■ There is a widening gap between the rich and 
the poor. ■ We hope to close the gap between well-funded 
suburban schools and the struggling schools in poorer com¬ 
munities. ■ His work bridges the gap between popular fic¬ 
tion and serious literature. [=his work has qualities of both 
popular fiction and serious literature] — see also credibil¬ 
ity GAP, GENERATION GAP 

gape /'geip/ verb gapes; gaped; gap-ing [no obj] 

1 : to open widely ■ Her mouth gaped open. 

2 : to look at someone or something with your mouth open 
in surprise or wonder — often + at ■ The crowd gaped at the 
princess as she passed by. ■ What are you gaping at? 
synonyms see 'gaze 

gap-ing /'geipiq/ adj : wide open : very large ■ a gaping 
wound ■ a gaping hole 

gap-toothed /'g 2 ep,tu: 0 t/ adj : having a large space be¬ 
tween two teeth ■ a gap-toothed child/smile/grin 
gap year noun, pi ~ years [count] : a year that you spend 
traveling, working, etc., before continuing your studies ■ She 
decided to take a gap year between high school and college. 
qa-raqe /ga‘ra: 5 , Brit 'gsencfe/ noun, pi -rag-es [count] 

1 : a building or part of a building in which a car, truck, etc., 
is kept ■ a house with a two-car garage — see picture at 
house; see also parking garage 

2 : a shop where vehicles are repaired • My car was making a 
strange noise, so I brought it to the garage. 

garage verb -rages; -raged; -rag-lng [+ obj] : to put or 
keep (a car, truck, etc.) in a garage « He garaged the car for 
the winter. 

garage band noun, pi ~ bands [count] : a group of people 
who play rock music together and typically practice in a ga¬ 
rage 

garage sale noun, pi ~ sales [count] chiefly US : a sale of 
used furniture, clothing, etc., held at the seller’s home — 
called also (US) tag sale, (US) yard sale 
garb /'goato/ noun [noncount] : a particular style or type of 
clothing ■ traditional academic garb ■ dressed in ceremonial 
garb ■ prison garb 

garb verb garbs; garbed; garb-ing [+ obj] : to dress (some¬ 
one) in a particular type of clothing — usually used as (be) 
garbed ■ He was garbed in a black robe. [=he was wearing a 
black robe] 


qar-baqe /'gaabicfe/ noun [noncount] 

1 chiefly US a : things that are no longer useful or wanted 
and that have been thrown out : trash ■ The park was lit¬ 
tered with garbage. • Please take out the garbage. • Raccoons 
were going through the garbage. — often used to refer spe¬ 
cifically to food waste that is being thrown out • the smell of 
rotting garbage b : a container where people put things 
that are being thrown out ■ Throw the can in the garbage. 

2 informal : something that is worthless, unimportant, or of 
poor quality ■ Maybe you should read a book instead of 
watching that garbage [=rubbish] on TV. 

3 informal : foolish or untrue words or ideas : nonsense ■ 
If you ask me, what he said is a bunch/load of garbage. 

garbage can noun, pi ~ cans [count] US : a container for 
garbage — called also (US) garbage pail, (Brit) waste bin 
garbage disposal noun,pi — a\s[count] US : a device in 
a kitchen sink that grinds up food waste so it can be washed 
down the drain — called also (Brit) waste disposal unit 
gar-bage-man /'gaabic&msen/ noun, pi -men [count] US 
: a person whose job is to collect and remove garbage — 
called also (US) garbage collector, (Brit) binman, (Brit) dust¬ 
man 

garbage truck noun, pi ~ trucks [count] US : a truck 
used to take away garbage that people put outside their 
houses, buildings, etc., in bags or cans — called also (Brit) 
dustcart, see picture at truck 

gar-ban-ZO /ga^'bainizou, Brit ga’bsen,z3u/ noun, pi -zos 
[count] US: chickpea 

garbanzo bean noun, pi ~ beans [count] US : chickpea 
gar-ble /'gambol/ verb gar-bles; gar-bled; gar-bling [+ 

obj]: to cause (a word, name, message, etc.) to be unclear or 
confusing • He was so nervous he garbled her name [=he said 
her name incorrectly] when he introduced her. 

— garbled adj • We could not understand him because of 
his garbled speech. ■ a garbled phone message 

1 gar-den /'gaadn/ noun, pi -dens 

1 [count] US : an area of ground where plants (such as flow¬ 
ers or vegetables) are grown ■ We planted a small garden in 
our backyard. ■ a vegetable/rose garden • a garden hose/cart/ 
rake/path ■ a garden party [=a party that takes place in a gar¬ 
den or in a large yard with gardens] — see color picture on 
page C6 

2 [count] Brit : 1 yard 1 ■ sitting out in the back garden 

3 [count] : a public area with many plants and trees ■ a bo¬ 
tanical/public garden — often plural ■ Kew Gardens 

4 [count] US : a large stadium or building for sports or enter¬ 
tainment — used in names • They went to the hockey game 
at Madison Square Garden. 

5 Gardens [plural] chiefly Brit — used in street names ■ Bel- 
size Gardens 

common-or-garden see 'common 
lead someone down/up the garden path see 'lead 
2 garden verb -dens; -dened; -den-ing [no obj]: to work in 
a garden : to take care of the plants in a garden ■ He likes to 
garden. 

— gar-den-er /'gaadana/ noun, pi -ers [count] • She’s a tal¬ 
ented gardener. ■ He hired a gardener to take care of his es¬ 
tate. — gardening noun [noncount] • Her hobbies include 
bicycling and gardening. 

garden chair noun,pi ~ chairs [count] Brit : lawn chair 
gar-de-nia /gaa'diinja/ noun, pi -nias [count] : a large 
white or yellowish flower that has a pleasant smell 
Garden of Eden noun [singular]: eden l 
garden-variety adj, always used before a noun, US : not 
unusual : ordinary or common ■ He doesn’t have the flu— 
just a garden-variety cold. • The movie is a garden-variety 
thriller. 

gar-gan-tuan /ga^'gamtfswan/ adj [more most —]: very 

large in size or amount : gigantic • a creature of gargan¬ 
tuan proportions ■ a gargantuan appetite 
1 gar-gle /'gaa-gal/ verb gar-gles; gar-gled; gar-gling : to 
clean your throat and mouth with a liquid that you move 
around in your throat and then spit out [no obj] He gargled 
with salt water. ■ She gargles every morning. [+ obj] He gar¬ 
gled the salt water, then spit it out. 

2 gargle noun, pi gargles : a liquid used for gargling [count] 
a medicinal gargle used for sore throats [noncount] (Brit) 
treating a sore throat with gargle 
gar-goyle /'gaaigojal/ noun, pi -goyles [count] : a strange 
or ugly human or animal figure that sticks out from the roof 
of a building (such as a church) ^ Gargoyles are stone sculp- 
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tures that are used to cause rainwater to flow away from the 
sides of a building. 

gar-ish /*genj/ adj [more most ~]: too bright or colorful 
■ a garish [=gaudy] dress covered with sequins ■ garish neon 
signs 

— gar-ish-ly adv ■ a garishly decorated room ■ garishly 
dressed — gar-ish-ness noun [noncount] 

1 gar.land /'gazdand/ noun, pi -lands [count]: a ring or rope 
that is made of leaves, flowers, or some other material and 
that is used as a decoration ■ They placed a garland of flow¬ 
ers around her neck. 

2 garland verb -lands; -land-ed; -land-ing [+ obj] : to put a 
garland on (someone or something) — usually used as (be) 
garlanded ■ The winner was garlanded with flowers. — often 
used figuratively ■ The book has been garlanded with praise. 
[=has received a lot of praise] 

gar*liC /■gafrlik/ noun [noncount] : a plant that is related to 
the onion and that has small sections (called cloves) which 
have a strong taste and smell and are used for flavoring 
foods ■ The recipe calls for two cloves of garlic, minced. • a 
pasta dish flavored with basil and garlic ■ garlic bread 
(=bread toasted and flavored with butter and garlic] ■ a garlic 
press [=a tool used to crush garlic] — see color picture on 
page C4 

— gar-licky /'gaa'hki/ ad) [more most ~] ■ a strong, gar¬ 
licky dish ■ garlicky breath 

gar-ment /'gaa'fnont/ noun, pi -ments [count] somewhat 
formal: a piece of clothing ■ expensive silk garments 

garment bag noun, pi ~ bags [count] : a bag that folds in 
half and is used to carry suits and dresses when you are trav¬ 
eling 

gar-ner / , gaa i na>/ verb -ners; -nered; -ner-ing [+ obj] for¬ 
mal 

1 : to collect or gather (something) ■ She garnered more evi¬ 
dence to support her theory. • The senator has spent much 
time gamering financial support for his upcoming campaign. 

2 : to get or receive (something wanted or valued) ■ The nov¬ 
el has garnered much praise and several awards. ■ The band 
has garnered [=gained] a large following. 


gar-net /■gaanat/ noun, pi -nets 

1 [count] : a dark red stone that is used in jewelry — see col¬ 
or picture on page Cl 1 

2 [noncount] : a dark red color 
garni see bouquet garni 

n gar-nish /'gaatfiijv verb -nish-es; -nished; -nish-ing [+ 

obj] : to put something on (food) as a decoration — usually 
+ with ■ Garnish the cake with chocolate curls. ■ The fish was 
garnished with parsley leaves.; also : to be added as a decora¬ 
tion to (food) ■ Chocolate curls garnished the cake. 
2 garnish noun, pi -nishes [count, noncount] : something 
(such as small pieces of fruit, chopped herbs, etc.) that is put 
on food as a decoration 
garotte variant spelling of garrote 

gar-ret /'gerat/ noun, pi -rets [count] : a usually small and 
unpleasant room or space area just below the roof of a build¬ 
ing ■ an artist’s garret [=a garret where a struggling artist lives 
in poverty] 

1 gar-ri-SOn /'gerasan/ noun, pi -sons [count] 

1 : a military camp, fort, or base ■ troops defending the gar¬ 
rison ■ a garrison town 

2 : a group of soldiers who are living at a garrison ■ a garri¬ 
son of 5,000 men 

2 garrison verb -sons; -soned; -son-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to send soldiers to (a place) in order to defend it ■ garrison 
a town 

2 : to send (soldiers) to live in and defend a place — often 
used as (be) garrisoned ■ The men were garrisoned in town. 

1 gar-rote or ga-rotte /ga'ra:t/ noun, pi -rotes or -rottes 
[count] : a device (such as a piece of wire with a handle at 
each end) that is used to strangle someone 
2 garrote or garotte verb -rotes or -rottes; -rot-ed or 
-rott-ed; -rot-ing or -rott-ing [+ obj] : to strangle (some¬ 
one) with a garrote ■ The victim was garroted. 
gar-ru-lous /'geralas/ ad) [more most ~]: tending to talk 
a lot: very talkative ■ He became more garrulous after drink¬ 
ing a couple of beers, 
gar-ter /'garter/ noun, pi -ters [count] 
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1 : an elastic band of material that is worn around the leg to 
hold up a stocking or sock 

2 US : a piece of material that hangs down from a woman’s 
underwear and that is used to hold up a stocking — called 
also (Brit) suspender 

garter belt noun, pi ~ belts [count] US : a piece of under¬ 
wear that is worn around a woman’s waist and hips and that 
has garters (sense 2) attached to it — called also (Brit) sus¬ 
pender belt 

garter snake noun, pi ~ snakes [count] : a harmless 
American snake that has stripes along its back 
1 qas /‘gees/ noun, pi gas*es also gas-ses 

1 a : a substance (such as oxygen or hydrogen) that is like 
air and has no fixed shape [count] Carbon monoxide is a 
poisonous gas. • a mixture of gases [noncount] clouds of gas 

— see also LAUGHING GAS, MUSTARD GAS, NATURAL GAS, 
nerve gas, tear gas b [noncount] : a gas or mixture of 
gases that is burned as a fuel ■ We heat our house with gas. • 
Turn up the gas. ■ Do you have a gas stove or an electric 
one? 

2 [noncount] US : gas in your stomach and intestines that 
causes pain or discomfort • Certain foods give me gas. 
[ =(Brit) wind ] ■ stomach gas ■ intestinal gas To pass gas is 
to release intestinal gas from your anus. ■ I accidentally 
passed gas [=(less politely) farted] during the meeting. It was 
so embarrassing! 

3 US a [noncount] : gasoline • We need to stop for gas. 
[-(Brit) petrol] • high gas prices ■ The car gets good gas mile¬ 
age. ■ The car almost ran out of gas. — sometimes used figu¬ 
ratively • The pitcher ran out of gas [=became tired] in the 
seventh inning, b the gas informal : the accelerator pedal 
of a vehicle ■ He was driving with one foot on the gas and one 
foot on the brake. If you step on the gas or hit the gas, 
you suddenly press down on the accelerator to drive at a 
higher speed. 

4 [singular] US, old-fashioned slang : a very enjoyable or fun¬ 
ny person, event, etc. • The party was a gas. • Your uncle 
cracks me up. What a gas! 

2 gas verb gasses; gassed; gas-sing 

1 [+ obj] : to poison or kill (someone) with gas • soldiers 
gassed on the battlefield 

2 US : to put gasoline in (a car, truck, etc.) [+ obj] We 
stopped to gas the car. — usually + up • The car is all gassed 
up. [no obj] — + up • We gassed up before getting on the 
highway. 

gas-bag /'ga^basg / noun, pi -bags [count] US, informal : a 
person who talks too much : windbag 
gas chamber noun, pi ~ -bers [count ]: a room in which 
prisoners are killed by poisonous gas 
gaS-eOUS /'gas/as/ adj : having the form of gas ■gaseous fu¬ 
els ■ an odorless, gaseous element • a substance changing 
from a liquid to a gaseous state 
gas—guz-zler /'gses'g/vzla 1 / noun, pi -zlers [count] US, in¬ 
formal : a usually large vehicle that uses a lot of gasoline 

— gas—guz-zling /'gses'gAzlu]/ adj, always used before a 
noun ■ gas-guzzling SUVs 

1 gash /'gse// noun . pi gash*es [count] : a long, deep cut ■ 
The dog had a bad gash in his leg. ■ The iceberg made a gash 
in the hull of the ship. 

2 gash verb gashes; gashed; gash-ing [+ obj] : to make a 
long, deep cut in (something) ■ The knife slipped and gashed 
his finger. 

gas-ket /'geeskat/ noun, pi -kets [count]: a piece of rubber 
or some other material that is used to make a tight seal be¬ 
tween two parts that are joined together 
blow a gasket A of a car, engine, etc. : to develop a very 
bad leak in a gasket 2 informal, of a person : to become 
very angry ■ When the boss found out that the shipment 
was late, he blew a gasket. 
gas-light /'gass.lait/ noun, pi -lights 

1 [noncount] : light made by burning gas (sense lb) ■ streets 
illuminated by gaslight 

2 [count] : a lamp that uses gas as fuel — called also gas lamp 

— gas-lit /'gassjit/ adj • a gaslit street 

gas mask noun, pi ~ masks [count] : a mask used to pro¬ 
tect the face and lungs against poisonous gases 
gas-o-hol /'g£es3,ha:l/ noun [noncount] technical : a mix¬ 
ture of gasoline and ethanol that is used as a fuel for engines 
gas-o-line /'gassa.lr.n/ noun [noncount] US : a liquid made 
from petroleum and used especially as a fuel for engines — 
called also (US) gas. (Brit) petrol 
gasp /'g<esp, Brit 'ga:sp/ verb gasps; gasped; gasp-ing 


1 [no obj] a : to breathe in suddenly and loudly with your 
mouth open because of surprise, shock, or pain ■ Mom 
gasped in/with surprise at the sight of my sister’s new hair¬ 
cut. ■ He gasped as he stepped into the icy water. 

2 [no obj] : to breathe with difficulty : pant ■ a dying man 
gasping for breath ■ She was gasping for air. 

3 [+ obj] : to say (something) with quick, difficult breaths ■ 
He gasped (out) a plea for mercy. ■ “Have mercy!” he gasped. 

— gasp noun, pi gasps [count] • My sister let out a gasp 
when I told her the happy news. — see also LAST-GASP 

gas pedal noun, pi ~ -als [count] US : accelerator 1 
gas Station noun, pi ~ -tions [count] US : a place where 
gasoline for vehicles is sold — called also filling station, ser¬ 
vice station, (Brit) petrol station 
gas-sy /'gassi/a*# gas-si-er; -est 

1 : of or containing gas ■ a gassy odor ■ a gassy liquid [=a liq¬ 
uid that has many bubbles] 

2 US : having gas in your stomach - He felt bloated and gas¬ 
sy-, 

3 informal : having or using many words but not saying 
things that are very important or interesting : long- 
winded ■ gassy prose 

gas-tric /'gasstrik/ adj, medical : of, relating to, or located 
near the stomach ■ gastric ulcers ■ gastric problems caused by 
stress 

gas-tri-tis /gas'straitas/ noun [noncount] medical: a painful 
condition in which the inside surface of the stomach be¬ 
comes inflamed 

gas-tro-in-tes-ti-nal /.gsestrowm'testan]/ adj, medical 
: of or relating to both the stomach and the intestines ■ gas¬ 
trointestinal disorders ■ the gastrointestinal tract [=the part of 
the digestive system that consists of the stomach and intes¬ 
tines] 

gaS-tron-O-my /gae'strarnami/ noun [noncount] formal 
: the art or activity of cooking and eating fine food ■ books 
about wine tasting and gastronomy 

- gas-tro-nom-ic /.gajstra'ncr.mik/ also gas-tro-nom-i- 

cal Agzestra'nccmikal/ adj, always used before a noun ■ a 
rare fish that’s considered a gastronomic delicacy 
gas-works /'ga^waks/ noun, pi gasworks [count] chiefly 
Brit : a factory for making gas from coal 
gate /'geit/ noun, pi gates [count] 

1 7 a place in a wall or a fence that has a movable part which 
can be opened or closed like a door ■ The car drove through 
the gate and up the long driveway. ■ The prison gates are al¬ 
ways guarded.; also : the movable part itself ■ He pushed the 
gate open. — see also pearly gates, starting gate 

2 : a device that can be opened and closed to control the 
flow of water or other liquids ■ the canal gates 

3 : an area at an airport where passengers arrive and leave ■ 
When she got off the plane, her mother was waiting for her 
at the gate. • Flight 213 is now boarding at Gate 6. 

4 a : the number of people who buy tickets for a sports 
event ■ The game drew/attracted a large gate, b : the 
amount of money received from selling tickets to a sports 
event ■ A portion of the gate for today's game will be donated 
to charity. 

gat-ed /'geitad/ adj 

1 : having a gate ■ a gated entrance 

2 : having guaided or locked gates so that only some people 
are allowed to enter ■ They live in a gated community. [=a 
group of expensive homes that are surrounded by a gated 
wall or fence] 

gate-house /'geit,haus/ noun, pi -hous-es [count] : a 
small building near a gate at the entrance of a park, large 
house, etc. 

gate-keep-er /'geihki.pa*/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person 
who guards a gate ■ the palace gatekeeper — sometimes used 
figuratively ■ teachers who consider themselves the gatekeep¬ 
ers of knowledge 

gate-way /'geit,wei/ noun, pi -ways [count]: an opening in 
a wall or fence that can be closed by a gate ■ Mourners slow¬ 
ly passed though the gateway of the cemetery. — often used 
figuratively • Studying is the gateway to success. • Make Lon¬ 
don your gateway to Europe! 

gateway drug noun, pi ~ drugs [count] : a drug (such as 
alcohol or marijuana) that is thought to lead to the use of 
more dangerous drugs (such as cocaine or heroin) 
^ath-er /'gieSa/ verb -ers; -ered; -er-ing 

1 1+ obj a : to bring (things or people) together into a 
group ■ The children gathered their toys (together) and put 
them away. • Give me just a minute to gather my things and 
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then we can leave. ■ The coach gathered her players together. 

■ She gathered her hair into a ponytail, b : to choose and 
collect (things) ■ We gathered (up) wood for the fire. ■ The 
child was gathering flowers to give to his mother. ■ She has 
been gathering poems (together) for/into a collection. C : to 
get or take (things) from different people or places and bring 
them together • The police are continuing to gather evidence 
relating to the crime. ■ Volunteers have been gathering con¬ 
tributions for the new library. 

2 [no obj] : to come together to form a group ■ A crowd be¬ 
gan to gather on the sidewalk. ■ The players gathered togeth¬ 
er to hear the coach’s game plan. — often + around or round 

• Everyone gathered around him as he began to speak. ■ He 
asked us to gather round. 

3 [+ obj] : to get more of (something, such as speed) gradual¬ 
ly ■ The bicyclists gathered speed as they went downhill. ■ 
The campaign has begun to gather momentum/strength. 
t=has begun to be more popular and effective] — see also 
gathering dust at ‘dust 

4 [no obj\ : to increase in amount or strength • Clouds had 
begun to gather overhead. ■ We hurried home in the gather¬ 
ing darkness. ■ the gathering storm ■ the gathering [= worsen¬ 
ing] | crisis 

5 [+ obj] a : to prepare yourself to use (your courage, 
strength, etc.) in order to do something difficult ■ He gath¬ 
ered his courage and finally spoke up. ■ Despite her injury, 
she gathered her strength and was able to finish the race, b 
: to prepare (yourself, your thoughts, etc.) before doing 
something difficult ■ He paused to gather himself before 
stepping out onto the stage. ■ I barely had time to gather my 
thoughts/wits before replying. 

6 not used in progressive tenses [+ obj] \ to believe that some¬ 
thing is probably true because of what you have heard or 
learned ■ I gather (from her comments) that she’s read a 
great deal about this topic. = From what I (can) gather , she’s 
read a great deal about this topic. ■ “She’s read a great deal 
about this topic.” “So I gatherl" 

7 [+ obj] : to pull (someone or something) close to your body 

• He gathered the child (up) in his arms. ■ She gathered her 
cloak around her before stepping outside. 

8 [+ obj ] sewing : to pull (cloth) along a line of stitches to 
form folds • I gathered the fabric to make small pleats. 

— gath-er-er /'gsebara 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a gatherer of 
data/information ■ hunters and gatherers [^people who 
gather food] 

2 gather noun, pi -ers [count] : a fold formed when cloth is 
pulled together — usually plural ■ a shirt with gathers at the 
shoulders 

gath-er-ing /'gseSarii)/ noun, pi -ings 

1 [count] : an occasion when people come together as a 
group ■ I see my cousins only at occasional family gatherings. 

■ dinner parties and other social gatherings ■ a gathering of 
political leaders 

2 [noncount] : the act or process of gathering something ■ 
hunting and food gathering • the gathering of data 

ga*tor /'geitaV noun, pi -tors [count] US, informal : alliga¬ 
tor 

GATT abbr General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
gauche /'gouj/ adj gauch-er; -est [also more —; most ~] 
: having or showing a lack of awareness about the proper 
way to behave : socially awkward ■ a gauche young man ■ He 
has gauche manners. ■ Would it be gauche of me to ask her 
how old she is? 

— gauche-ness noun [noncount] chiefly Brit • the gauche¬ 
ness of his manner 

gau-cho /'gau.tfou/ noun, pi -chos [count] : a cowboy in 
South America 

gaudy /'ga:di/ adj gaud-i-er; -est 

1 : too bright and heavily decorated ■ gaudy jewelry/colors ■ 
The showgirls wore gaudy costumes. 

2 informal : very large or impressive ■ They bought the 
house for a gaudy sum. ■ ( disapproving ) He collected fancy 
cars and other gaudy symbols of wealth. • The team had a 
gaudy [=dazzling] 10-0 record at the start of the season. 

— gaud-My /'gcrdali/ adv • gaudily dressed clowns • gaudily 
painted statues — gaud*i*ness /'gaidinas/ noun [non¬ 
count] • the gaudiness of the mansion 

1 gauge also US gage /'geicfe/ noun, pi gaug«es also gag«es 

1 [count] : an instrument that is used for measuring some¬ 
thing ■ a temperature/rain gauge • the fuel/gas gauge 

2 [count] : something that can be used to measure or judge 
something else — usually singular; often + of ■ He does not 


believe that these tests are an accurate gauge ©/intelligence. ■ 
Home sales provide a gauge of the state of the economy. 

3 [noncount] : the distance between the rails of a railroad ■ a 
standard/broad/narrow gauge railroad 

4 [noncount] : the thickness of something (such as a sheet of 
metal) or the diameter of wire or a screw • 20 -gauge wire ■ 
heavy gauge aluminum 

5 [noncount]: the size of a shotgun based on how big the in¬ 
side of the barrel is • a 12 -gauge shotgun 

2 gauge also us gage verb gauges also gages; gauged 
also gaged; gaug-ing also gag-ing [+ obj\ 

1 : to make a judgment about (something) ■ Home sales pro¬ 
vide a useful way of gauging the overall state of the econo¬ 
my. ■ He accurately gauged the mood of the voters. ■ I was 
gauging her reaction to the news. 

2 : to measure (something) exactly ■ instruments for gauging 
temperature and humidity 

gaunt /'ga:nt/ adj gaunt-er; -est 

1 : very thin usually because of illness or suffering ■ a small 
gaunt man ■ He left the hospital looking tired and gaunt, 

2 literary : plain and unpleasant in appearance : desolate 
and gloomy ■ gaunt leafless trees ■ a gaunt factory on the 
edge of town 

— gaunt-ness noun [noncount] 

1 gaunt«let also US gantiet /'gcuntlat/ noun, pi -lets [count] 
: a situation in which someone is attacked, criticized, ques¬ 
tioned, etc., by many people — usually used in the phrase 
run the gauntlet • Soldiers in the past were sometimes pun¬ 
ished by being forced to run the gauntlet. [=to run between 
two rows of men who would hit them with clubs] • He had to 
run the gauntlet of reporters waiting outside the court. 

— compare ^gauntlet 
2 gauntlet noun,pi -lets [count] 

1 : a metal glove worn with a suit of armor by soldiers in the 
Middle Ages 

2 : a long, heavy glove worn to protect the hand 
pick/take up the gauntlet : to show that you are willing 

and ready to fight, argue, or compete with someone or to 
do something that is difficult but necessary : to accept or 
respond to a challenge • The time has come for Congress to 
pick up the gauntlet and do something about this problem. 
throw down the gauntlet : to say or show that you are 
ready to fight, argue, or compete with someone : to chal¬ 
lenge someone ■ The company threw down the gauntlet and 
told the union that this offer for a contract was final. 

— compare ‘gauntlet 

— gaunt-let-ed /'gcuntlatad/ adj • a gauntleted hand 
gauze /'ga:z/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a very thin cloth : cloth so thin that you can see through 
it • red gauze curtains 

2 : loosely woven cotton that is used as a bandage ■ He 
wrapped the wound in gauze. • a gauze pad [=a small square 
of folded gauze] 

gauzy /‘gcuzi/ adj gauz-i-er; -est 

1 : light and thin : made of or resembling gauze • gauzy cur¬ 
tains/dresses 

2 US : not clear : hazy ■ gauzy images ■ gauzy memories 
gave past tense of 1 give 

gav*el /'gseval/ noun, pi -els [count] : a small hammer that 
someone (such as a judge) bangs on a table to get people’s at¬ 
tention in a meeting or in a court of law 
gawk /'ga:k/ verb gawks; gawked; gawking [no obj] in¬ 
formal ; to stare at someone or something in a rude or stupid 
way ■ a crowd of gawking tourists — often + at • She just 
stood there gawking at the celebrities as they arrived for the 
ceremony. ■ Celebrities are used to being gawked at. 

— gawk-er noun, pi -ers [count] • a crowd of gawkers 
gawky /'gcuki/ adj gawk*i*er; -est informal: awkward and 

clumsy ■ a tall, gawky teenager 

— gawk-My /■gaikali/ adv ■ He moves gawkily. — gawki¬ 
ness noun [noncount] • his teenage gawkiness 

gawp /'ga:p/ verb gawps; gawped; gawping [no obj] 
chiefly Brit, informal: to stare at someone or something in a 
rude or stupid way : gawk 

— gawp-er /'garpa*/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 gay /'gei/ adj gay-er; -est [or more most ~] 

1 a : sexually attracted to someone who is the same sex 
: homosexual ■ My uncle is gay. b always used before a 
noun : of, relating to, or used by homosexuals ■ the gay 
rights movement ■ The march celebrates gay pride, [-pride 
in being gay] • a gay bar 

2 old-fashioned : happy and excited ■ gay and carefree chil- 
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dren : cheerful and lively ■ The band was playing a gay tune. 
■ a gay festival/reception 

3 old-fashioned : very bright in color : colorful ■ the gay¬ 
est of the spring flowers — see also gaily 

— gay-ness noun [noncount] ■ He is no longer trying to hide 
his gayness. [- homosexuality] ■ the gayness [=(more com¬ 
monly) gaiety] of the colors 

2 gay noun, pi gays [count] : a person and especially a man 
who is homosexual 1 a bar that is frequented by gays ■ gays 
and lesbians 

1 gaze /'geiz/ verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition 
gaz-es; gazed; gaz-ing [no obj] : to look at someone or 
something in a steady way and usually for a long time • He 
gazed out the window at the snow. ■ She gazed intently/long¬ 
ingly into his eyes. 

synonyms GAZE, gape, stare, and GLARE mean to look 
at something or someone for a long time. GAZE suggests 
looking steadily at something with feelings of interest, 
wonder, or admiration. ■ She was gazing at the moon. 
gape suggests looking in wonder or surprise with your 
mouth open. ■ tourists gaping at celebrities stare sug¬ 
gests looking with your eyes open wide, often in a rude 
way. ■ Don’t stare at him, it’s not polite, glare suggests 
looking in an angry way. ■ The speaker glared at the people 
in the audience who were talking. 

2 gaze noun, pi gazes [count] : a long and steady look ■ He 
fixed his gaze out the window. [=he gazed out the window] ■ 
She looked at him with a calm, steady gaze. ■ He dropped/lift¬ 
ed his gaze. [=he looked down/up] ■ She calmly met his 
gaze. [=looked back at him while he looked at her] — some¬ 
times used figuratively ■ He has his gaze firmly fixed on the 
future. [=he is thinking about the future] 
ga-ze-bo /g3'zi:,bou/ noun, pi 
‘bos [count] : a small building 
in a garden or park that is open 
on all sides 

ga-zelle /ga'zcl/ noun, pi ga¬ 
zelles also ga-zelle [count] : a 
small animal that is a kind of an¬ 
telope and that is very graceful 
and fast 

ga-zette /ga'zet/ noun, pi 
-zettes [count] : newspaper — 
usually used in the names of 
newspapers ■ The Daily Gazette 
gaz-et-teer /.gaeza'tiir/ noun, pi 
-teers [count]: a book or list that is arranged in alphabetical 
order and gives information about places 
ga-ZiMion /gd'ziljan/ noun, pi -lions [count] US, informal 
: a very large number ■ He made gazillions (of dollars) in real 
estate. 

— gazillion adi • a gazillion years ■ He made a gazillion dol¬ 
lars in real estate. 

gaZ'pa-ChO /gd'spcrdfou/ noun [noncount] chiefly US : a 
spicy cold soup that is made with chopped vegetables (such 
as tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers, and onions) 

GB abbr 1 gigabyte 2 Great Britain 
GDP abbr gross domestic product 
1 Clear /'gia*/ noun, pi gears 

1 [noncount] a : supplies, tools, or 
clothes needed for a special purpose 1 
fishing gear ■ I somehow managed to 
pack all my gear into one suitcase. ■ sol¬ 
diers in full combat gear ■ wearing pro¬ 
tective gear ■ rain gear [^waterproof 
clothes worn in the rain] — see also 
FOOTGEAR, HEADGEAR, LANDING 

gear b informal : clothes ■ She 
wears trendy gear. 

2 a [count] : a toothed wheel in a ma¬ 
chine ■ a complicated arrangement of 
gears and shafts b : a part that connects 
the engine of a vehicle or the pedals of a 
bicycle to the wheels and controls the 
speed at which the wheels turn [count] a car with four for¬ 
ward gears [noncount] Halfway up the hill, my bike slipped 
out of gear. • He put the car In/into gear l=he moved the lever 
that controls the car’s gears into the position that allows the 
car to begin moving] and drove away. ■ (US) She shifted into 
low/high gear. = (Brit) She changed into bottom/top gear. 
[=she changed to a gear that allows for a slower/faster rate of 


speed] — see also reverse gear 

change/shift/switch gears (US) or Brit change gear : to 
move from one level or area of activity to another ■ He 
once again changed gears in his career. - She’s decided to 
shift gears, quit her job, and go back to school. 
get in gear or get (something) in gear informal : to start 
working or doing something in a more energetic and effec¬ 
tive way ■ We need to get in gear [-get going] if we want to 
finish this project on time. ■ She finally got her career in 
gear. [=finally started to be successful in her career] ■ (US, 
informal + impolite) He angrily told him to get his ass in 
gear. [=to get going, to start moving or doing something 
much more quickly] 
infmto high gear see high gear 
2 gear verb gears; geared; gear-ing [+ obj]: to make (some¬ 
thing) suitable for a particular use or type of person — usu¬ 
ally used as (be) geared ■ The book is geared toward children. 
[=the book is intended to be used by children] ■ software 
geared to the needs of the first-time user ■ The program is 
geared for/to/toward a young audience. ■ The system is 
geared [=designed] to handle several tasks at once. 
gear up [phrasal verb] gear up or gear (someone) up or gear 
up (someone) : to get ready or to cause (someone) to get 
ready for something or to do something 1 The team is gear¬ 
ing up for a comeback. ■ Manufacturers are gearing up to 
produce more merchandise. ■ The coach is gearing up the 
team for a comeback. ■ The team is geared up for a win. 
gear-box /'gia^ba.ks/ noun, pi -box-es [count] : a box in a 
car, truck, etc., that contains the gears ■ a five-speed gearbox 
[=(more commonly) transmission] 
gear-head /'gia-ihed/ noun, pi -heads [count] US, informal 
: a person who is very interested in mechanical or technical 
things (such as cars or computers) • gearheads discussing 
hardware upgrades 

gear-ing /'ging/ noun [noncount] technical : the parts that 
transfer motion from one part of a machine to another • a 
gearing mechanism 

gear-shift /■gja'J’ift/ noun, pi -shifts [count] US : a lever or 
other device that is moved to change gears in a car, on a bi¬ 
cycle, etc. — called also (Brit) gear lever, (Brit) gearstick, (US) 
shifter, see pictures at bicycle, car; compare stick shift 
gear-Stick /'giatstik/ noun, pi -sticks [count] Brit : gear¬ 
shift 

gecko ftgckou/ noun, pi geck-os also 
geck-oes [count] : a small tropical 
lizard 

GED /,ji:,i:*di:/ noun, pi GEDs [count] 

US 

1 : a test that is taken by an adult who 
did not finish high school to show that 
the person being tested has as much 
knowledge of basic math, science, En¬ 
glish, etc., as a high school graduate ■ I 
had to take the GED yesterday. ■ a 
GED test GED in this sense is an ab¬ 
breviation of “General Educational 
Development.’’ 

2 : an official document that is given 
to a person who has taken and passed 
the GED ■ The job requires a high 
school diploma or GED. GED in this 
sense is an abbreviation of “general 
equivalency diploma.” 

gee /'cfei:/ interj, chiefly US — used es¬ 
pecially to show surprise, enthusiasm, 
or disappointment ■ Gee, that sounds like fun. ■ Gee, that’s 
too bad. 

gee-gee Afci:,cfei:/ noun, pi -gees [count] Brit, informal 
: HORSE — used especially by children or when referring in¬ 
formally to horse racing ■ have a bet on the gee-gees 
geek /'gi:k/ noun, pi geeks [count] chiefly US, informal 

1 : a person who is socially awkward and unpopular : a usu¬ 
ally intelligent person who does not fit in with other people ■ 
He was a real geek in high school. 

2 : a person who is very interested in and knows a lot about 
a particular field or activity ■ She’s a computer geek. 

— geeky /'gjiki/ adi geek-l-er; -est - I was a geeky kid. 
— geek-i-ness noun [noncount] • I liked her in spite of her 
geekiness. 

geese plural of ‘ooose 

gee whiz /gcfeii'wiz/ interj, US, old-fashioned — used espe- 




gears 
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cially to show surprise or enthusiasm ■ Gee whiz, I didn’t ex¬ 
pect to see you here! 

gee—whiz /'(fei:,wiz/ adj, always used before a noun, chiefly 
US 

1 : very impressive or amazing •gee-whiz gadgets/technolo¬ 
gy 

2 : showing or feeling excitement and wonder ■ gee-whiz en¬ 
thusiasm 

geez or jeez Afei:z/ interj, informal — used to express sur¬ 
prise, anger, or annoyance ■ Geez , it’s cold out here. ■ Geez , I 
didn’t think the food would be this bad. 
gee-zer /'gi.z&f noun, pi -zers [count] informal 

1 US : an old man ■ a group of old geezers playing cards 

2 Brit : guy, bloke ■ Some geezer asked me for a light. 
Gei-ger counter /■gaiga*-/ noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : an in¬ 
strument used for finding and measuring radioactivity 

gei*sha /'geija/ noun, pi gei-shas also geisha [count] : a 
Japanese girl who is trained to entertain men with singing, 
conversation, etc. — called also geisha girl 
1 gel /'cfecl/ noun, pi gels [count, noncount] : a thick substance 
that is like jelly and that is used in various products ■ hair 
gels [=gels used for styling hair] ■ shower gel [=soap that is in 
a gel form] 

2 gel verb gels; gelled; gel-ling 

1 [no obj] : to change into a gel : to change into a thick sub¬ 
stance that is like jelly ■ The mixture will gel as it cools. 

2 [no obj] : to become clear and definite : jell ■ Our plans 
are finally starting to gel. 

3 [+ obj] : to style (hair) with gel ■ She gelled her hair. 
gel-a*tin ( chiefly US) or chiefly Brit gel-a-tine /'cfeelatan/ 

noun [noncount] 

1 : a clear substance that is made by boiling animal bones or 
tissues and that is used in making jelly 

2 : a food made with gelatin ■ a fruity gelatin dessert 

— ge*lat.Unous /cfea'laetanas/ ad) [more most ~] • a gelat¬ 
inous mass ■ a gelatinous texture 

geld /'geld/ verb gelds; geld*ed; geld-ing [+ obj] : to re¬ 
move the testicles of (a male animal and especially a horse or 
bull) ■ a gelded horse 

geld*ing /’geldir)/ noun, pi 'ings [count] : a male horse that 
has had its testicles removed ■ a six-year-old gelding 

— compare stallion 

gem /'cfeem/ noun, pi gems [count] 

1 : a valuable stone that has been cut and polished for use in 
jewelry — see color picture on page Cll 

2 : something that is admired for its beauty or excellence ■ 
The house is a gem of colonial architecture. ■ He pitched a 
gem of a game. ■ Her most recent novel is a real gem. 

Gem-i-ni /'tfeemani, '(fecma,nai/ noun, pi -nis 

1 [noncount] : the third sign of the zodiac that comes be¬ 
tween Taurus and Cancer and has a pair of twins as its sym¬ 
bol — see picture at zodiac 

2 [count] : a person bom under the sign of Gemini: a person 
bom between May 21st and June 21st ■ His girlfriend is a 
Gemini. 

genvstone /'ctecn^stoun/ noun, pi -stones [count] : a 
stone that can be used in jewelry when it is cut and polished 
Gen. abbr General ■ Gen. Smith 

gen'darme / , 3 a:n,da 0 i m/ noun, pi -darmes [count] : a po¬ 
lice officer; especially : a police officer in a country where 
French is spoken 

qen-der /'efeenda 1 / noun, pi -ders 

1 [count] : the state of being male or female : sex ■ Please 
state your name, birth date, and gender. • gender differences ■ 
gender-specific language [=words that refer only to men or 
only to women] ■ gender-neutral language [=words that do 
not refer to either sex but only to people in general] 

2 grammar : one of the categories (masculine, feminine, and 
neuter) into which words (such as nouns, adjectives, and 
pronouns) are divided in many languages [noncount] The 
adjective and noun must agree in number and gender, 
[count] Some languages do not use genders. 

gender—bending noun [noncount] : the act of dressing 
and behaving like a member of the opposite sex ■ a pop star 
famous for his gender-bending 

— gender bender noun, pi ~ -ers [count] • He’s known as 
a gender bender. — gender—bending adj ■ a gender¬ 
bending comedy ■ a gender-bending pop star 

Qene /'cfeiin/ noun, pi genes [count] biology : a part of a cell 
that controls or influences the appearance, growth, etc., of a 
living thing ■ She inherited a good set of genes from her par¬ 


ents. ■ dominant/recessive genes 
ge-ne-al-O-gy Atfckni'a.latfei, ^irni'setaefei/ noun, pi -gies 

1 [noncount] : the study of family history ■ an expert in gene¬ 
alogy 

2 [count] : the history of a particular family showing how the 
different members of the family are related to each other ■ 
They’ve been researching their genealogies. 

— ge-ne-a-log*i*cal /^iinija'laicfeikal/ adj • genealogical 
relationships/history ■ a. genealogical expert — ge*ne-al-o- 
gist /^iini'ailacfeist, ^iini'eelacfcist/ noun, pi -gists 
[count] • She’s an expert genealogist. 

gene pool noun, pi ~ pools [count] biology : all of the 
genes in a particular group of people or animals • the gene 
pool of a species 
genera plural of genus 
1 qen*er«al /'tfeenrai/ adj 

1 always used before a noun : of, relating to, or affecting all 
the people or things in a group ■ They have issued a general 
waming/order. ■ a general alarm : involving or including 
many or most people ■ The general mood here is optimistic. 
[=most people here are optimistic] ■ The general consensus is 
that we should go ahead. • It’s a story with general interest. = 
It’s a general-interest story. [=it is a story that will interest 
many or most people] 

2 a [more most ~] : relating to the main or major parts of 
something rather than the details : not specific ■ The witness 
was able to provide a very general description of the thief. ■ 
She began her talk with some general observations about the 
state of the industry. ■ The book provides a good general in¬ 
troduction to the subject. ■ My concerns are all general — 
nothing specific. ■ The details of the new plan are different, 
but it’s based on the same general concept/idea. ■ My general 
impression was that things were going well, b always used 
before a noun — used to indicate that a description relates to 
an entire person or thing rather than a particular part ■ The 
building was in good general shape. ■ Her general [= overall] 
health is good. 

3 always used before a noun : not exact : approximate ■ 
They were found in the same general area. ■ I’m going in the 
general direction of the store. 

4 always used before a noun : ordinary, normal, or usual ■ 
Their general practice in such cases is to offer a deal. = As a 
general rule , they offer a deal in such cases. [=they usually/ 
generally offer a deal in such cases] 

5 : of the basic or usual kind : not special or specialized ■ a 
general hospital ■ a science book for the general reader [=the 
reader who is not a scientist] ■ a doctor practicing general 
medicine [=basic health care that is not specialized] 

6 always used before a noun : of high rank : having wide au¬ 
thority or responsibility ■ a general manager ■ a general con¬ 
tractor [=a contractor who is in charge of a building project] 

— see also attorney general, inspector general 
2 general noun 

in general 1 : in a general way — used to say that a state¬ 
ment describes your general feeling or opinion ■ In general, 
I like the way things have gone. 2 : as a whole ■ It had an 
impact not just on young people, but on people in general. 
[=on all or most people] 3 : in most cases : usually ■ In 
general [-generally], it takes about a month for the ship¬ 
ment to arrive. 

— compare 3 general 

3 general noun, pi -als [count ]: a military officer of very high 
rank — compare 2 general 

general admission noun [noncount] : a situation in 
which a customer pays a fee to get into an event (such as a 
concert or baseball game) but is not assigned to a specific 
seat ■ Reserved seating is $20; general admission is $10. 
general delivery noun [noncount] US : a department in a 
post office that keeps a person’s mail until that person comes 
to the post office to get it ■ The letter is addressed to general 
delivery. — called also (Brit) poste restante 
general election noun, pi ■—■ -tions [count] : a regular 
election that involves voters and candidates throughout an 
entire country 

gen-er-al-ist /'cfeenralist/ noun, pi -ists [count] : a person 
who knows something about a lot of subjects ■ The staff in¬ 
cludes both generalists and specialists, 
gen-er-al-i-ty ^tfcena'rselati/ noun, pi -ties formal 

1 [count] : a statement that is not specific or detailed ■ He 
spoke in generalities as he discussed his plans for the future. 

2 [noncount] : the quality or state of being general rather 
than specific or detailed ■ I noticed the generality of the lan- 
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guage he used in discussing his plans. 

3 [ noncount] Brit : the biggest part of a group : majority ■ 
The generality of the students [=most of the students} will go 
on to university. 

gen-er*aM-za-tion also Brit gen-er-aM-sa-tion 

/.cfeenrala'zeijan, Brit (Cfeenra^ai'zeijsxi/ noun, pi -tions of¬ 
ten disapproving 

1 [count] : a general statement : a statement about a group 
of people or things that is based on only a few people or 
things in that group ■ He made several sweeping/broad gen¬ 
eralizations about women. 

2 [ noncount ] : the act or process of forming opinions that are 
based on a small amount of information ■ She was prone to 
generalization. 

gen-er-al-ize also Brit gen*er«al-ise /'cfeenre^aiz/ verb 
-iz-es; -ized; -iz-ing 

1 [no obj] : to make a general statement or form a general 
opinion; especially : to state an opinion about a larger group 
that is based on a smaller number of people or things within 
that group ■ She tends to generalize. — often + about ■ She is 
always generalizing about men. 

2 [+ obj] formal : to apply (something specific, such as a the¬ 
ory or rule) to larger group — often used as (be) generalized • 
The theory can be generalized to other branches of science as 
well. 

generalized also Brit generalised adj [more most —1 
: not specific : not limited to a particular area, part, etc. ■ 
The patient has been experiencing generalized pain. ■ gener¬ 
alized anxiety 

gen*er»aMy /'cfeenrali/ adv 

1 [more most ~] : in a general way : in a way that is not 
detailed or specific ■ He talked generally about his plans. ■ I 
had a generally good day. 

2 : in most cases : usually ■ Generally [=in general ], his sug¬ 
gestions have been well-received. ■ It generally takes about a 
month for the shipment to arrive. ■ When stocks are up, 
bonds are generally down. ■ Writers generally oppose censor¬ 
ship. = Generally (speaking), writers oppose censorship. 

3 : by or to most people ■ a generally used phrase ■ This town 
is generally regarded as a good place to raise kids. 

general practitioner noun, pi ~ -ers [count]: a person 
(especially a doctor) whose work is not limited to a special 
area : a person who is not a specialist ■ Our family doctor is a 
general practitioner. — abbr. G.P. 
general public noun 

the general public : all the people of an area, country, etc. ■ 
The park is open to the general public. 
general-purpose adj, always used before a noun : able to 
be used for many purposes : not limited to a single purpose ■ 
a general-purpose vehicle ■ general-purpose film — compare 

ALL-PURPOSE 

general Store noun, pi ~ stores [count] : a store usually 
in a small town that sells many different things including 
groceries 

gerver^ate /'(feena.reit/ verb -ates; -abed; -at-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to produce (something) or cause (something) to be pro¬ 
duced ■ windmills used to generate electricity ■ generate heat 
■ This business should generate a lot of revenue. ■ We hope to 
generate some new ideas at the meeting. ■ a computer- 
generated list [=a list that was made by a computer program] 

2 : to be the cause of or reason for (something, such as inter¬ 
est or excitement) ■ His theories have generated a great deal 
of interest among other scientists. • Her comments have gen¬ 
erated a good deal of excitement/controversy. ■ They have 
been unable to generate much support for their proposals. 

— gen*er*a*tive /'cfcenrativ/ adj, technical ■ generative pow¬ 
er 

gen»er»a»tion AcfoenaYeiJan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] a : a group of people bom and living during the 
same time ■ She was worshipped by a generation of moviego¬ 
ers. ■ He was a hero to generations of students. ■ We need to 
preserve these resources for future generations. ■ His books 
are popular among members of the younger/older genera¬ 
tion. • (US) The current generation is changing the way things 
are done. = (Brit) The current generation are changing the 
way things are done, b : the people in a family bom and liv¬ 
ing during the same time ■ That family has lived in the same 
house for four generations. ■ The house has been passed 
down in the family from generation to generation. ■ first- and 
second -generation immigrants [=people who immigrated and 
their children] 

2 [count] : the average length of time between the birth of 


parents and the birth of their children ■ She’s a generation 
[=around 20-30 years] older than most of her colleagues. ■ 
He has held that position for a. generation. ■ No one dreamed 
that such things would be possible a generation ago. 

3 [count] : a group of things that are developed from an ear¬ 
lier type ■ The company claims to be developing the next 
generation of portable computers. 

4 [noncount] : the act or process of making or producing 
something : the act or process of generating something ■ the 
generation of heat ■ the generation of new ideas 

gen*er*a-tion*al /.cfeena'reijDnal/ adj, always used before a 
noun : of or relating to different generations of people •gen¬ 
erational differences ■ The family was divided along genera¬ 
tional lines. 

— gen«er«a»tion»aMy adv ■ culturally and generationally di¬ 
verse 

generation gap noun [singular] : the differences in opin¬ 
ions, values, etc., between younger people and older people 
Generation X noun [noncount]: the group of people in the 
U.S. who were bom during the late 1960s and the 1970s 

— Generation Xer /-eksa 1 / noun, pi ~ Xers [count] ■ a TV 
show that appeals to Generation Xers 

gen-er-a-tor /‘cfecna^eita-/ noun, pi -tors [count] : some¬ 
thing that produces something • This new product will be a 
major revenue generator .; especially : a machine that pro¬ 
duces electricity ■ a backup generator for the store 
^e-neMC /cfea'nerik/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : of or relating to a whole group or class ■ “Flu” is some¬ 
times used as a generic term/name for any illness caused by a 
virus. 

2 : not sold or made under a particular brand name ■ generic 
drugs 

3 biology : of or relating to a genus 

— ge*ner*i*cal*ly /cfea'nenkli/ adv ■ “Flu" is sometimes 
used generically for any illness caused by a virus. 

2 generic noun, pi -ics [count] : a product (such as a drug) 
that is not sold or made under a particular brand name : a 
generic product ■ You can substitute generics for brand- 
name drugs on this health plan. 
gen-er-OS-i-ty Acfcena'ra-.sati/ noun [noncount] : the quali¬ 
ty of being kind, understanding, and not selfish ; the quality 
of being generous ■ She is admired for the generosity of her 
spirit. = She is admired for her generosity of spirit. [=she is 
admired because she is a kind person who cares about other 
people]; especially : willingness to give money and other 
valuable things to others ■ her generosity toward/to the poor 
qen-er«OUS /"cfcenaras/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : freely giving or sharing money and other valuable things 

■ a generous benefactor ■ The school raised the money 
through donations from generous alumni. ■ He was generous 
with both his time and his money. ■ She has always been very 
generous toward/to the poor. 

2 : providing more than the amount that is needed or nor¬ 
mal : abundant or ample ■ a generous supply ■ This restau¬ 
rant is known for its generous portions. ■ a generous helping 
of mashed potatoes • a generous donation 

3 ; showing kindness and concern for others ■ She has a gen¬ 
erous heart/spirit. • He has generous sympathy for unem¬ 
ployed workers. 

— gen-er-ous-ly adv ■ He generously insisted on paying for 
dinner. • She tipped the waiter generously. ■ a generously 
[slavishly] illustrated book 

gen-e-SiS /‘cfcenasas/ noun [noncount] somewhat formal 
: the beginning of something : origin ■ a book about the 
genesis of the civil rights movement 
gene therapy noun [noncount] medical : a way of treating 
some disorders and diseases that usually involves replacing 
bad copies of genes with other genes ■ advances in the sci¬ 
ence of gene therapy 

ge«net*ic /cfea'netik/ adi : of, relating to, or involving genes 

■ a genetic disease ■ genetic material ■ genetic fingerprinting 
[=using genes or parts of genes to identify a person, such as a 
criminal] 

— ge-net-i-caMy /(fea'netikli/ adv • genetically modified 
food ■ a genetically inherited illness ■ genetically related off¬ 
spring 

genetic engineering noun [noncount] : the science of 
making changes to the genes of a plant or animal to produce 
a desired result ■ The crops were made resistant to disease by 
genetic engineering. 

— genetic engineer noun, pi ~ -neers [count] ■ Genetic 
engineers have introduced a new disease-resistant soybean. 
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ge<net<i>cist /cfea'netssist/ noun, pi -Cists [count] : a scien- 
tist who studies genetics 

ge-net-ics /cfoa'nctiks/ noun [ noncount] : the scientific 
study of how genes control the characteristics of plants and 
animals 

Ge-ne-va Convention /cfca'niiva-/ noun 
the Geneva Convention : an international law that ex¬ 
plains how people who are wounded or taken prisoner 
during a war are supposed to be treated 
ge-nial Afciinijal /adj [more most ~]: cheerful and pleas¬ 

ant ■ a. genial host ■ a host with a genial manner ■ He was ge¬ 
nial to/toward everyone. 

— ge-nial-i-ty /^i.ni'selati/ noun [noncount] • the geniality 
of his manner — ge-nial-ly /'cfoi.njali/ adv • We were chat¬ 
ting genially 1= pleasantly] on the phone. 

ge-nie /'cfeiini/ noun, pi -nies [count] in stories : a magic 
spirit that looks like a person, often lives in a lamp or bottle, 
and serves the person who calls it • He rubbed the magic 
lamp to summon the genie. 

gervi-tal /'cfecnatl/ adj, always used before a noun : of or re¬ 
lating to the sexual organs • a genital disease/wart • genital 
tissue 

gen-i-ta-lia ^cfeena'teilja/ noun [plural] : genitals 
gen-i'tals /'cfccnatlz/ noun [plural] : sexual organs; especial¬ 
ly : the sexual organs on the outside of the body ■ male/fe¬ 
male genitals 

gen-i-tive /'cfeenativ/ noun [noncount] grammar : the form 
of a noun or pronoun when it is used to show that someone 
or something owns, controls, or is associated with someone 
or something else ■ a noun in the genitive 

— genitive adj ■ the genitive case 
ge*nius /'cfeiinjgs/ noun, pi -nius-es 

1 [count] a : a very smart or talented person : a person who 
has a level of talent or intelligence that is very rare or re¬ 
markable ■ Albert Einstein and Isaac Newton were great sci¬ 
entific geniuses. ■ a musical/artistic/creative genius • You 
don’t have to be a genius to see that this plan will never 
work, b : a person who is very good at doing something ■ 
He was a genius at handling the press. 

2 a [noncount] : great natural ability : remarkable talent or 
intelligence • She’s now widely recognized as an artist of ge¬ 
nius. • He’s admired for his comic/aitistic/scientific genius. 
b [singular]: a great or unusual talent or ability — usually + 
for • She has a genius for knowing what will sell. ■ He had a 
genius for getting into trouble. [=he often got into trouble] 

3 [singular] a : a very clever or smart quality ■ The (sheer) 
genius of his theory was not immediately recognized, b : a 
part of something that makes it unusually good or valuable ■ 
My plan is simple—that’s the genius of it. ■ The genius of 
these new computers is their portability. 

a stroke of genius : a brilliant and successful idea or deci¬ 
sion ■ Deciding to relocate the company was a stroke of ge¬ 
nius. 

genocide /'cfecna^aid/ noun [noncount] : the deliberate 
killing of people who belong to a particular racial, political, 
or cultural group 

— geno-cid-al /^cna'saidj/ adj 

genre /'3a:nr3/ noun, pi genres [count] : a particular type 
or category of literature or art • a literary/film/musical genre 
• This book is a classic of the mystery genre. 
gent /'cfecnt/ noun, pi gents [count] informal + old-fashioned 
: gentleman ■ He’s a real gent. ■ ladies and gents In U.S. 
English, gent is likely to refer to a man who is British. ■ Our 
host in London was a delightful old gent. — see also gents 
geoteel /cfecn'ti.l/ adj [more most ~] 

1 a somewhat old-fashioned : of or relating to people who 
have high social status : aristocratic ■ a person of genteel 
upbringing ■ She was bom into a genteel family, b : pre¬ 
tending or trying to have the qualities and manners of people 
who have high social status * an elderly woman living in gen¬ 
teel poverty • speaking in a genteel accent 

2 : having a quietly appealing or polite quality ■ They lived in 
a more genteel era. ■ the genteel manners of an old southern 
gentleman ■ genteel grace 

— gen-teel-ly adv - gen-teel-ness noun [noncount] 
gen-tile or Gen-tile /'cfeen.tajsl/ noun, pi -tiles [count] : a 

person who is not Jewish 

— gentile or Gentile adj 
gen-til-i-ty /cben'tilati/ noun [noncount] 

1 ; high social status ■ Education was considered a mark of 

gentility . 

2 : a quietly appealing and polite quality or manner : a gen¬ 


teel quality or manner ■ He’s a model of good taste and gen¬ 
tility. [=courtesy] 

qervtle /'cfcentl/ adj gen-tler Afcentla/; gen-tlest 
/'cfeentlast/ [also more most ~] 

1 : having or showing a kind and quiet nature : not harsh or 
violent ■ a very gentle man/dog ■ a dog that is gentle with chil¬ 
dren ■ Your mother has a gentle manner/voice/smile. ■ gentle 
eyes ■ a gentle sense of humor ■ a gentle giant [=a large but 
gentle person or animal] 

2 a : not hard or forceful • a gentle rain/breeze/wind • gentle 
movements • a gentle push ■ Apply gentle I =soft] pressure to 
the area. ■ I heard a gentle knock at the door, b : not strong 
or harsh in effect or quality ■ a gentle soap = a soap that is 
gentle on the skin ■ It’s a delicate problem that requires gentle 
handling/treatment. ■ The job requires a gentle touch. ■ The 
cold snap was a gentle reminder that winter was coming. ■ 
gentle flavors 

3 : not steep or sharp ■ a gentle slope/hill ■ a gentle curve 

— gen-tle-ness /'cfeentjnas/ noun [noncount] • the gentle¬ 
ness of his manner ■ the gentleness of the breeze — gent-ly 
/'cfeentli/ adv ■ She spoke to him gently. • The vase is very 
fragile, so handle it gently. 

gen*tle*folk / # cfeent|,fouk/ noun [plural] old-fashioned 
: people who have high social status 
qen»tle*man /'cbcntjman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] 

1 : a man who treats other people in a proper and polite way 

■ A true gentleman would never engage in such behavior. 

2 : man — used especially in polite speech or when speak¬ 
ing to a group of men • Please show this gentleman to his 
seat. ■ Good evening, ladies and gentlemen. 

3 old-fashioned : a man of high social status ■ He’s a gentle¬ 
man by birth. ■ a gentleman farmer I=a gentleman who farms 
for pleasure] 

— gen-tle-man-ii-ness /'cfeentlmanlinas/ noun [noncount] 
— gen-tle-man-ly /'cfccntlmanli/ adj [more most ~] ■ 
gentlemanly conduct 

gentleman’s agreement or gentlemen’s agree¬ 
ment noun, pi ~ -ments [count] : an informal agreement 
based on trust rather than on a legal document 
gen-tle-wom-an /'cfeenthwuman/ noun, pi -wom-en 

/-(Wiman/ [count] old-fashioned : a woman of high social sta¬ 
tus 

gen-tri-fy /'cfecntra^ai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing [+ obj]: to 
change (a place, such as an old neighborhood) by improving 
it and making it more appealing to people who have money • 
As the neighborhood became gentrified, the people who had 
lived there for many years could no longer afford it. 

— gen-tri-fi-ca-tion /^cntrafa'kei/an/ noun [noncount] ■ a 
neighborhood undergoing gentrification 

gen-try /'cfeentri/ noun 

the gentry old-fashioned : people of high social status • a 
member of the gentry [=the aristocracy] ■ the landed gentry 
[=wealthy people who own land] 
gents /'cfccnts/ noun [singular] Brit, informal : men’s room 

— usually used with the • Can you tell me where the gents is, 
please? — compare ladies 

gen-u-flect Afeenj^flekt/ verb -fleets; -flect-ed; -fleet¬ 
ing [no obj] 

1 : to kneel on one knee and then rise again as an act of re¬ 
spect ■ They genuflected before the altar in the church. 

2 disapproving: to obey someone with power in a way that is 
seen as weak ■ politicians genuflecting [=kowtowing] to 
wealthy businessmen 

— gen-u-flec-tion also Brit gen-u-flex-ion 

Acfeenja'flekjan/ noun, pi -tions [count, noncount] 
qen-U-ine /'efeenjawan/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : actual, real, or true : not false or fake ■ genuine leather ■ 
The signature is genuine. [= authentic] ■ There has been a gen¬ 
uine improvement in the economy in recent months. — of¬ 
ten used in the phrase the genuine article to refer to some¬ 
one or something that is not a copy or substitute ■ Don’t fall 
for cheap imitations; this is the genuine article. ■ A lot of peo¬ 
ple pretend to be cowboys, but he’s the genuine article. I=he’s 
a real cowboy] 

2 : sincere and honest • genuine emotions ■ She showed a 
genuine interest in our work. • He has always shown a genu¬ 
ine concern for poor people. • a genuine desire to help others 

■ She seems to be a very genuine person. 

— gen-u-ine-ly adv ■ He was genuinely concerned. — gen- 
u-ine-ness noun [noncount] • the genuineness of the 
leather • the genuineness of her interest 

ge-nus /'cfoiinas/ noun, pi gen-era /'cfecnara/ [count] biology 
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: a group of related animals or plants that includes several or 
many different species 

Gen X /'cfeen'eks/ noun [noncount] : generation x — of¬ 
ten hyphenated and used before a noun ■ a Gen-X celebrity 

— Gen Xer /'cfeEn'eksa'/ noun, pi ~ Xers [count] 

geo- /cfeiijou/ combining form : earth : ground : soil ■ oology 
geo-cen-tric ^cfeiiou'sEntrik/ adj : having or relating to the 
Earth as the center • the old geocentric theory that the Sun 
goes round the Earth • a geocentric universe — compare HE¬ 
LIOCENTRIC 

qe«oq»ra»phy /cfei'a: graft/ noun, pi -phies 

1 [noncount] : an area of study that deals with the location of 
countries, cities, rivers, mountains, lakes, etc. 

2 : the natural features (such as rivers, mountains, etc.) of a 
place [noncount] studying the geography of the western 
United States [count] regional geographies 

— ge-og-ra-pher Afei'aigrafa-/ noun, pi -phers [count] ■ 
She’s a professional geographer. — geo-graph-ic {chiefly 
US) /icfekja'grsefik/ or geo-graph-i-cal Acfekja'grsefikal/ 
adj ■ a large geographic area ■ geographical names — geo¬ 
graphically /(Cfekja'grsefikli/ adv 

ge-ol-o-gy /cfei'cclacfei/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a science that studies rocks, layers of soil, etc., in order to 
learn about the history of the Earth and its life 

2 : the rocks, land, processes of land formation, etc., of a 
particular area ■ learning about the geology of Hawaii 

— geo-log-ic {chiefly US) Acferja'lciicfeik/ or geological 
/jcfei.’ja'lcrcfeikal/ adj ■ the geologic features of an area ■ geo¬ 
logic time [=the period of time during which the earth has 
existed] — geo-log-i-cal-ly /jtfciija'laicfeikli/ adv — ge-ol- 
o-gist /cfei'adacfcist/ noun, pi -gists [count] 

ge*om*e*try /cfei'aimatri/ noun [noncount] : a branch of 
mathematics that deals with points, lines, angles, surfaces, 
and solids 

— geo-met-ric /.cfckja'metnk/ also geo-met-ri-cal 

/,cfei:j3'mEtnk3l/ adj • geometric shapes/pattems — geo- 
met-ri-cal-ly /.cfeija'mEtnkli/ adv 
geo-phys-ics ^cfckja'fiziks/ noun [noncount] : a branch of 
science that deals with the physical movements and forces of 
the Earth (such as its climate and oceans) 
geo-politics /jcbiijou'parla^iks/ noun 
1 [noncount] : the study of how geography and economics 
have an influence on politics and on the relations between 
nations 


2 [plural] : the political and geographic parts of something ■ 
The geopolitics of war are often complex. 

— geo-political /tcfeiijou^a'litikal/ adj • geopolitical in¬ 
terests — geo-po-lit-i-cal-ly Acfeiijou^a'litikli/ adv 

Geor-gian /'cfeoaxfean/ adj : of or relating to the time from 
1714 to 1830 when England was ruled by four kings named 
George ■ an example of Georgian architecture 
geo-ther-mal /(Cbiijou'Ba-mal/ adj • of, relating to, or using 
the natural heat produced inside the Earth ■ geothermal pow¬ 
er; also : produced by such heat ■ geothermal steam 
ge-ra-ni-um /cfea'remijam/ noun, pi -ums [count] : a plant 
that is grown for its red, white, pink, or purple flowers — see 
color picture on page C6 

ger-bil /^aba]/ noun, pi-b\\s [count ]: a small animal that is 
often kept as a pet — see picture at RODENT 
1 ge*ri*at*ric /.cfceri'getnk/ adj 

1 always used before a noun, medical : of or relating to the 
process of growing old and the medical care of old people 
: of or relating to geriatrics ■ geriatric patients/medicine • ge¬ 
riatric illnesses ■ a geriatric ward 

2 [more —; most ~] informal : OLD • a geriatric dog ■ children 
who think that anyone over the age of 40 is geriatric • a geri¬ 
atric [=old and outdated] computer ■ geriatric airplanes 

2 geriatric noun, pi -rics [count] : an old person — usually 
plural ■ providing medical care for geriatrics 
ge-ri-at-rics /^eri'setnks/ noun [noncount] : a branch of 
medicine that deals with the problems and diseases of old 
people ■ a doctor who specializes in geriatrics 
germ /'cfea-m/ noun, pi germs [count] 

1 biology : a very small living thing that causes disease ■ the 
germ that causes tuberculosis 

2 a : the origin or basis of something ■ the germ of an idea 
b : a very small amount of something ■ a germ of truth 

3 biology : something that can grow to become a whole ani¬ 
mal, plant, etc., or one of its parts • a germ cell ■ the germ lay¬ 
ers of an embryo — see also WHEAT germ 

Ger-man /'cfea-man/ noun, pi -mans 

1 [count] : a person bom, raised, or living in Germany : a 
person whose family is from Germany 

2 [noncount] : the language of Germany that is also spoken 
in Austria, parts of Switzerland, and other places 

— German adj • German food/literature 

ger-mane Afe^'mein/ adj [more most —] formal: relating 
to a subject in an appropriate way : relevant ■ Her com- 
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ments were not germane (to the discussion). ■ facts germane 
to the dispute 

— ger-mane-ly adv 
Ger*man-ic /cfe^'msenik/ adj 

1 : of or relating to Germans • their Germanic homeland ■ 
Germanic music/influence/tribes 

2 : of or relating to the German language or to other closely 
related languages ■ Germanic languages, such as German, 
English, Dutch, and the Scandinavian languages 

German mark noun, pi ~ marks [count] : Deutsche 
mark 

German measles noun [noncount] : a disease that is less 
severe than typical measles but that can harm an unborn 
child if the mother gets the disease when she is pregnant — 
called also rubella 

German shepherd noun, pi ~ -herds [count] : a large 
dog that is often used in police work and as a guide dog for 
blind people — called also {Brit)Alsatian", see picture at dog 
ger*mi-nate /'cfc^ma.neit/ verb -nates; -nat*ed; -nat-ing 

1 [no obj] of a seed : to begin to grow ■ waiting for the seeds 
to germinate [=sprout] ■ The seeds germinated quickly. — of¬ 
ten used figuratively ■ The idea has been germinating ^form¬ 
ing, developing] in his mind for some time. 

2 [+ obj] : to cause (a seed) to begin to grow ■ methods used 
by gardeners to germinate seeds 

— ger-mi-na-tion /^OTna'neiJan/ noun [noncount] • seed 
germination ■ the germination of an idea 

germ warfare noun [noncount ]: biological warfare 
ger*0n«t0l-0-gy Acfeeran'tailacfei/ noun [noncount] techni¬ 
cal : the scientific study of old age and of the process of be¬ 
coming old 

— ge-ron-to-log-i-cal /cfea^ainta'laicfeikal/ adj ■ geronto¬ 
logical research — ger-on-tol-o-gist Acfeeran'tarlacfcist/ 
noun, pi -gists [count] 

ger*ry*man*der verb -ders; -dered; -der-ing Afeeri- 
,maend ■&/ [+ obj : to divide (a state, school district, etc.) into 
political units that give one group an unfair advantage ■ ger¬ 
rymandering urban districts to give rural voters a majority 
ger-und /'cfeerand/ noun, pi -unds [count] grammar : an 
English noun formed from a verb by adding-mg ■ In the sen¬ 
tence “Learning can be fun,” “learning” is a gerund. 
ge*Stalt /ga'stailt, ga'Jtailt/ noun [singular] psychology 
: something that is made of many parts and yet is somehow 
more than or different from the combination of its parts ■ 
the gestalt of human consciousness; broadly : the general 
quality or character of something ■ the gestalt [-feel, atmo¬ 
sphere] of the place • the gestalt [=spirit] of the era 
ges*ta*tion /cfce'steij'an/HOM/i [noncount] 

1 : the time when a person or animal is developing inside its 
mother before it is bom; also : the process of development 
that happens during this time ■ in the last weeks of gestation 
[=pregnancy] 

2 : the process by which something (such as an idea) forms 
and develops ■ the gestation of new ideas ■ The book has been 
in gestation for a long time. 

ges*tic*u*late /cfec'stikj3,leit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -lat- 

ing [no obj] : to move your arms and hands especially when 
speaking in an angry or emotional way ■ He was gesticulating 
[=gesturing] wildly during his speech. 

— ges-tlc-u-la-tion /cfee^tikja'leijan/ noun, pi -tions 
[count] strange gesticulations [=gestures] [noncount] com¬ 
munication by means of gesticulation 

1 gesture /'cfccstfa 1 / noun, pi -tures [count] 

1 : a movement of your body (especially of your hands and 
arms) that shows or emphasizes an idea or a feeling ■ Specific 
gestures can indicate particular moods. ■ an obscene gesture ■ 
His arm was raised in a gesture of defiance. 

2 : something said or done to show a particular feeling or at¬ 
titude ■ a thoughtful/polite/friendly gesture ■ a gesture of 
goodwill ■ The president’s visit was mainly a symbolic ges¬ 
ture. [=an act that has no purpose or effect other than to 
show support, respect, etc.l 

2 gesture verb -tures; -tured; -tuning [no obj] : to make a 
gesture : to move your hands, arms, etc., to express an idea 
or feeling ■ She gestured towards the fireplace. ■ He gestured 
at his audience. ■ The room was filled with angry people 
shouting and gesturing. ■ He gestured (to his partner) that it 
was time to leave. ■ He gestured to/for his partner to leave. 
ge-SUnd-heit /g3'zunt,hait/ interj, chiefly US — used to 
wish good health to someone who has sneezed 
get /'get/ verb gets; got /'ga:t/; got or US got*ten /'ga:tp/; 
get-ting 


1 [+ obj] : to obtain (something): such as a : to receive or be 
given (something) • He got a new bicycle for his birthday. • I 
never did get an answer to my question. • I got a letter from 
my lawyer. • She got a phone call from her sister. ■ Did you 
get my message? ■ Can I get [=catch] a ride to town with you? 
[=will you give me a ride to town?) ■ You need to get your 
mother’s permission to go. b : to obtain (something) 
through effort, chance, etc. ■ She hasn’t been able to get a 
job. ■ It’s nearly impossible to get [=make] a reservation at 
that restaurant. ■ If you want to be successful you need to get 
a good education. ■ It took us a while to get the waiter’s at¬ 
tention. ■ She got a look at the thief. [=she managed to look 
at the thief] C : to obtain the use or services of (something) 
■ It took us a while to get a taxi. • It’s hard to get good help 
these days, d : to earn or gain (something) ■ How much 
does he get [=make] a week? ■ I got $50 when I sold my old bi¬ 
cycle. = I got $50 for my old bicycle. ■ He’s gotten a bad repu¬ 
tation (for himself). = He’s gotten himself a bad reputation. ■ 

1 got an “A” on my history exam! e : to win (something) ■ 
She got first prize in the essay contest. 

2 [+ obj] : to buy or pay for (something) ■ He got (himself) a 
new car at a great price. • “Did you get that dress at the 
mall?” “Yes, and I got it for only $20.” ■ Do you get ^sub¬ 
scribe tol the local newspaper? ■ I’ll get the next round of 
drinks. ■ He offered to get the check, but I insisted on getting 
it myself. 1 He got a beautiful necklace for his wife. = He got 
his wife a beautiful necklace. 

3 [+ obj] : to go somewhere and come back with (something 
or someone) ■ I’ll get a pencil from the desk. ■ Can I get any¬ 
thing for you? = Can I get you anything? ■ Someone has to 
(go) get the boss from the airport and bring her back here. 

4 [+ obj] : to send or take (something or someone) to a per¬ 
son or place • I have to get an important message to her at 
once! ■ We have to get him to the hospital immediately. 

5 a always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj] : to 
cause (someone or something) to move or go ■ He quickly 
got himself and his luggage through customs. • She got the 
car out of the garage. ■ I could barely get [=/?/] the luggage 
into the car’s trunk. ■ I can’t get this ring on/off my finger, b 
always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to move 
or go ■ He got on the horse and rode away. ■ We got on/off 
the bus. • They quickly got [=passed] through customs. ■ She 
never got out of the house last weekend. ■ He lost weight to 
be able to get [=jit] into his jeans again. ■ He got between 
them to keep them from fighting. • Ouch! Get off my foot! C 
always followed by an adverb [no obj] : to arrive at a place ■ 
When did you get here/there? ■ He got home last night. 

6 [+ obj] : to begin to have (a feeling, an idea, etc.) ■ I got a 
funny feeling when I saw her again. ■ He somehow got the 
idea that I was lying to him. ■ I got the impression that he 
wasn’t interested. ■ One thing led to another, and—well, you 
get the picture/idea. [=you can easily guess the rest] 

7 [+ obj] a : to become affected by (a disease) ■ I got a bad 
cold when I was on vacation. ■ Clean the wound carefully so 
you don’t get an infection, b : to suffer (an injury) ■ He got 
a broken nose in a fight. ■ Where/how did you get that bruise 
on your leg? 

8 [+ obj] : to have or experience (something) ■ We’ve been 
getting a lot of rain recently. ■ I finally got a good night’s sleep 
last night. [=1 finally slept well last night] ■ The inn doesn’t get 
many visitors these days. ■ “Do people often ask if you're 
Irish?” “Yes, I get that a lot.” [=people ask me that often] ■ 
You get [=there are] so many crazy drivers these days. 

9 [+ obj] : to cause (a particular reaction) ■ That joke always 
gets a laugh. ■ Her comments got an angry reaction. 

10 always followed by an adverb a [no obj] : to make 
progress in some activity ■ He hasn’t gotten far with the essay. 
[=he hasn’t made much progress with the essay] ■ You won’t 
get anywhere with flattery. [=you won’t succeed by using 
flattery] ■ At last we’re getting somewhere (with our work)! 
— see also get ahead (below) b [+ obj] : to cause or help 
(someone) to make progress ■ All that effort didn’t really get 
us very far. • Flattery will get you nowhere. = Flattery won’t 
get you anywhere. 

11 [+ obj]: to cause (someone or something) to be in a spec¬ 
ified position or condition ■ He got his feet wet when he 
stepped in a puddle. ■ He got his nose broken in a fight. [=his 
nose was broken in a fight] ■ I told you not to get yourself 
dirty. ■ You nearly got us both killed! ■ I need to get [=have] 
my hair cut. ■ She finally got her office organized. ■ He prom¬ 
ised to get the work done quickly. [=to do the work quickly] ■ 
When you’re making a measurement be careful to get ft 
right. [=to do it correctly] ■ Let me get this straight [=let me 
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be sure that I understand this correctly]: are you saying that 
you won’t help us? 

12 [+ obj] : to cause (someone or something) to do some¬ 
thing — usually followed by to + verb • I can’t get the chil¬ 
dren to behave. • How can 1 get you to understand that this 
isn’t a good idea? ■ He got the computer to work again. — 
sometimes + -ing verb 'He got the computer working again. 

13 [no obj\ : to start doing something ■ We got talking about 
old times. — see also GET TO 1 a (below) 

14 [no obj] : to have or be given the chance to do something 
: to be able to do something ■ She never got to go to college. ■ 
Why do I never get to drive the car? ■ She hopes she’ll finally 
get to spend more time working on her garden this year. 

15 [+ obj] : to deal with (something that needs attention): 
such as a : to answer (a telephone) • Would somebody 
please get the phone? b : to open (a door) ■ If you’ll get the 
door for me. I’ll carry that box inside. ■ There’s someone at 
the door. Would you please get if? [=open the door and deal 
with the person who knocked] 

16 [+ obj ] a : to understand (something or someone) ■ I just 
don’t get the point of what you’re saying. ■ He didn’t get the 
joke. • I don’t get what you mean. ■ Oh, now I get it. [= under¬ 
stand '] ■ He’s a strange guy. I just don’t get him. ■ Don't get me 
wrong. [=don’t misunderstand what I am saying] ■ I get your 
drift. [=1 understand what you are saying] b : to hear and 
understand (something) ■ I didn’t quite get [-catch] his name. 

17 a [linking verb] : become 1 ■ My hands got dirty when I 
was working in the garden. ■ I get very nervous when I have 
to speak in public. ■ I got sick last week but I’m feeling better 
now. ■ I just can’t get used to this cold weather. ■ She sent her 
sick friend a "Get Well Soon” card. ■ I should go; it’s getting 
late. • (Brit, informal) Your daughter’s getting quite a big girl 
now! • We need to finish by 5 o’clock, so we’d better get 
busy. [=begin to work] ■ You've never heard of the Internet? 
Come on, now. Get with it. [=become up-to-date in your 
knowledge] People say how stupid/lucky (etc.) can you get 
to mean that someone or something is unusually stupid, 
lucky, etc. • He tried to rob a policeman. How stupid can you 
get? I=he was very stupid to try to rob a policeman] ■ Just 
look at that dress! How tacky can you get ? [=that dress is very 
tacky] b [no obj ]: to change in a specified way as time pass¬ 
es — followed by to + verb ■ Your daughter is getting to be [=is 
becoming] quite a big girl now! 

18 [no obj ] : to do something specified — followed by to + 
verb ■ Once you get to know him, you will like him. 

19 I auxiliary verb] — used like be with the past participle of 
some verbs to form passive constructions ■ They got [-were] 
married last month. ■ He got [=uas] paid for his work. • She 
got arrested for fraud. ■ 1 nearly got killed. 

20 [+ obj] a : to have (a meal) ■ We got dinner at an Italian 
restaurant last night, b : to prepare (a meal) ■ On week¬ 
ends, my wife sleeps late while I get breakfast. 

21 [+ obj] : to receive (punishment) "He got five years in 
prison for his crime. ■ (informal) If you don’t stop misbehav¬ 
ing you’re going to get it when your father gets home! [=your 
father is going to punish you] 

22 [+ obj] : to grip and hold (something or someone) ■ The 
dog got the thief by the leg. ■ He got [=grabbed] me around/ 
by the neck and wouldn’t let go. 

23 [+ obj]: to find and catch (someone) ■ The Royal Canadi¬ 
an Mounted Police always get their man! [=they always cap¬ 
ture the man they are trying to capture] 

24 [+ obj ]: to hit (someone) ■ The bullet got him in the leg. 

25 [+ obj] a : to hurt or cause trouble for (someone) ■ He’s 
convinced that his ex-wife is out to get him. ■ I’ll get you if it’s 
the last thing 1 do! b : to cause the death of (someone) ■ He 
had heart problems for many years, but it was pneumonia 
that got him in the end. 

26 [+ obj] informal a : to bother or annoy (someone) ■ It re¬ 
ally gets me that such a foolish man has so much influence. ■ 
What gets me is all these delays! — see also GET TO 2a (be¬ 
low) b : to make (someone) sad ■ The end of that movie al¬ 
ways gets me. — see also get to 2b (below) c : to cause 
(someone) to be fooled or unable to think of an answer 1 
Well, you got [-fooled . tricked] me that time. That was very 
clever. ■ That's a good question. You’ve got me (there). [=1 
don’t know the answer] 

27 [+ obj]: to make a phone call and hear or speak to (a per¬ 
son or answering machine) ■ Where were you? I’ve been try¬ 
ing to get [=reach] you (on the phone) all day! ■ When I tried 
to call him I got his answering machine. [=the phone was an¬ 
swered by his answering machine] 

28 [+ obj ]: to receive (a radio or TV station or channel) ■ We 


don’t get this channel at home. 

29 [+ obj ] : to produce or provide (a level of performance) ■ 
Our new car gets [= delivers ] excellent gas mileage. 

30 [+ obj] informal : to notice (someone or something) ■ Did 
you get the way he looked at you? — often used to direct 
someone’s attention to a person or thing that is seen as fool¬ 
ish, surprising, etc. ■ Just get him in his new pants! ■ She 
showed up at the party in— get this —a $3,800 designer 
dress! 

get about see get around (below) 
get above yourself see 2 above 

get across [phrasal verb] 1 : to be clearly expressed to and 
understood by someone ■ I hope my point has finally gotten 
across to you. [=1 hope you finally understand what I am 
trying to say] 2 get (something) across or get across 
(something) : to express (something) clearly so that it is 
understood ■ I don’t know if I was able to get my point 
across to you. ■ a politician who is trying hard to get his 
message across (to the voters) 

get after [phrasal verb] get after (someone) US, informal : to 
tell (someone) repeatedly to do something ■ His parents are 
always getting after him about doing his homework. = His 
parents are always getting after him to do his homework. 
get ahead [phrasal verb] : to become more successful ■ a 
book about how to get ahead in the business world 
get along [phrasal verb] 1 : to be or remain friendly ■ We 
get along well enough, but we’re not really close friends. ■ 
My brother and my uncle don’t really get along (with each 
other). 2 : to make progress while doing something ■ 
How are you getting along with your work? [=how’s your 
work coming along?] • He never showed up, but we man¬ 
aged to get along [=get by] without him. 3 : to leave a 
place ■ I really must be getting along, [-going, leaving] 4 
: to become old ■ Her parents are getting along in years, 
get around [phrasal verb] 1 or chiefly Brit get about: to 
go, walk, or travel to different places ■ She gets around a lot 
because of her job. ■ He’s having trouble getting around be¬ 
cause of his sore knee. 2 or chiefly Brit get round or get 
about: to become known by many people ■ People will be 
shocked when the news about her arrest gets around. 1 
Word got around that he was resigning. 3 get around 
(something) or chiefly Brit get round (something) : to avoid 
being stopped by (something) : to avoid having to deal 
with (something) ■ I'm sure we can find a way to get around 
these problems. ■ There's no getting around the fact that 
the current system isn’t working. [=there is no way to deny 
that the current system isn't working] 4 get around to 
(something) or chiefly Brit get round to (something) : to do 
or deal with (something that you have not yet done or 
dealt with) ■ Don’t you think it’s about time you got around 
to tidying your room? ■ I’ve been meaning to call her, but I 
just haven’t gotten around to it. [=1 haven’t called her] ■ 
Sooner or later we’ll have to get around to the subject of 
taxation. 

get at [phrasal verb] 1 get at (something or someone) : to 
reach (something or someone) ■ The valve is hard to get at 
unless you have a special tool. ■ An angry mob tried to get 
at him but the police protected him. 2 get at (something) 
: to find out (information that is hidden or hard to know) ■ 
How can we ever get at the truth? 3 get at (something) 
: to say or suggest (something) in an indirect way — usual¬ 
ly used as getting at • Just what are you getting at ? [=what 
are you suggesting?] 4 get at (someone) Brit : to criticize 
(someone) repeatedly "He says his teachers are always get¬ 
ting at [=(US) getting on] him unfairly. ■ He’s always being 
got at by his teachers. 5 get at it US, informal : to start do¬ 
ing something ■ You have a lot of work to do so you’d bet¬ 
ter get at it. [=get to it] 

get away [phrasal verb] 1 : to go away from a place ■ I'll be 
busy at work all day and I can’t get away until tonight. — 
often used figuratively • The company is having problems 
because they’ve gotten away from the things they do best. 
[=they have stopped doing the things they do best] 2 : to 
go away from your home for a vacation ■ I’m taking some 
time off because I really need to get away for a few days. ■ 
We went on a cruise to get away from it all. 3 : to avoid 
being caught: to escape ■ The robbers got away (from the 
police) in a fast car. — often + with ■ The robbers got away 
with a lot of stolen jewelry. — sometimes used figuratively 
■ You can’t get away from the facts. = There’s no getting 
away from the facts. [=you can’t avoid or deny the facts; 
the facts are known and cannot be ignored] — see also 
getaway 4 get away with (something) a : to not be crit- 
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icized or punished for (something) ■ She’s incredibly rude. 
I don’t know how she gets away with it. — often used figu¬ 
ratively • There’s a chance of rain, but I think I can proba¬ 
bly get away with leaving my umbrella at home. [=1 proba¬ 
bly will not need my umbrella] • It would be nice to have 
more food for the party, but I think we can get away with 
what we have. 1=1 think what we have is enough and will 
not cause problems for us] b : to be given only slight or 
mild punishment for a crime or for doing something 
wrong ■ The policeman stopped her for speeding but let 
her get away with just a warning. — see also get away with 
murder at ’murder 

get back \phrasal verb] 1 : to return to a place after going 
away ■ When did you get back from your vacation? ■ We 
got back to the office in the early afternoon. 2 : to return 
to an activity, condition, etc. — usually + to ■ Things are fi¬ 
nally getting back to normal. • Let’s get back to the topic we 
were discussing yesterday. • It’s time to get back to work. 
I=to start working again] 3 get (something) back or get 
back (something) : to get or obtain (something you have 
lost) again : to recover (something) ■ He got his old job 
back after a long struggle. ■ Someone stole his wallet but he 
got it back from the police. 4 get (someone) back or get 
back at (someone) or Brit get your own back informal : to 
do something bad or unpleasant to someone who has treat¬ 
ed you badly or unfairly ■ I’ll get you back for what you did 
to me! ■ After he lost his job, he vowed that he would find a 
way to get back at his old boss. 5 get back to (someone) 
a : to talk to or write to (someone) at a later time in order 
to give more information, answer a question, etc. ■ He got 
back to me (by e-mail) in a few days with a new offer. ■ 
“How much will it cost?” “I’m not sure. I’ll have to get back 
to you on that.’’ b : to call (someone) back on the tele¬ 
phone ■ “There’s someone on the phone for you, sir.” “Tell 
them I can’t take their call now but I’ll get back to them as 
soon as I can.” 

get back to (the) basics see 2 basic 

get behind [phrasal verb] 1 : to fail to do something as 
quickly as required or expected ■ We’ve been getting fur¬ 
ther (and further) behind (schedule). ■ We got behind with 
our car payments. 2 get behind (someone or something) 
: to support (someone or something) ■ The proposal may 
succeed if a few more people get behind it. 

get by [phrasal verb] 1 : to do enough or to do well enough 
to avoid failure ■ He’s doing very well in his history classes, 
but he’s barely getting by in math. 2 : to be able to live or 
to do what is needed by using what you have even though 
you do not have much ■ We don’t have a lot of money, but 
we get by. — often + on • How can you get by on such a 
small salary? — often + with ■ We got by with a minimum of 
clothing when we went camping. 

get cracking see ’crack 

get down [phrasal verb] 1 get (someone) down : to cause 
(someone) to become sad or depressed ■ The weather was 
really getting her down. ■ Talking about politics always gets 
me down. 2 get (something) down or get down (some¬ 
thing) a : to swallow (something): to eat or drink (some¬ 
thing) ■ You’ll feel better once you get this medicine down. 
b : to write (something) down ■ If you have a good idea, 
you should get it down (in writing) so that you won’t forget 
it. 3 informal: to play music or dance with skill and en¬ 
thusiasm ■ She likes to get down on the dance floor. 4 get 
down to (something) a : to start to do (something) : to 
begin to give your attention or effort to (something) ■ It’s 
time to stop delaying and get down to work. ■ Let’s get 
down to business, b : to talk about or describe (some¬ 
thing) in a very simple and accurate way ■ When you get 
right down to It, this movie is just not very good. 

get even see ’even 

get going 1 : to leave ■ We ought to get going if we don’t 
want to be late. 2 : to start doing something ■ You should 
get going on that assignment. 3 a : to start talking ■ Once 
he gets going about the war you can’t shut him up. b : to 
cause (someone) to start talking ■ Don’t get him going 
about the war or you’ll never shut him up! 

get hold of see 2 hold 

get in [phrasal verb] 1 a : to enter a place ■ The burglar got 
in through an unlocked window, b : to arrive at a place ■ 
The train got in late. C : to arrive home ■ Her husband 
was out late last night. He didn’t get in until almost mid¬ 
night. 2 : to become involved in an activity ■ The people 
who have become rich in this business are the ones who 
got in at the beginning. 3 : to be chosen or elected for of¬ 


fice • The mayor got in by a very slim margin. 4 get in or 
get (someone) in : to be accepted or to cause (someone) to 
be accepted as a student, member, etc. ■ It’s a very good 
school. I hope your daughter gets in. ■ I hope you get your 
daughter in. 5 get (someone) In : to have (someone) 
come to your home, business, etc., to do work ■ We had to 
get a doctor/plumber in to deal with the emergency. 6 get 
(something) in or get in (something) a : to do or say 
(something) by making an effort ■ He managed to get a few 
good punches in before they stopped the fight. ■ May I get 
a word in here? [=may I say something here?] — see also 
get a word in edgewise at edgewise b : to send or deliver 
(something) to the proper person or place • Did you get 
your assignment in on time? C : to do (something) in the 
amount of time that is available ■ I was able to get in a few 
hours of reading last night. • I hope we can get in a visit to 
the art museum the next time we’re in the city, d : to har¬ 
vest (a crop) and put it in a safe or dry place ■ It’s time to 
get the crop/harvest in. ■ We’d better get the hay in before it 
rains. 7 get in on (something) : to become involved in 
(something) ■ It sounds like an interesting project and I’d 
like to get in on it. 8 get in with (someone) : to become 
friends with (someone) ■ She got in with [-fell in with] a bad 
crowd and got into trouble. ■ He managed to get in good 
with the boss. [=he got the boss to like him] 

get into [phrasal verb] 1 get into (a place) a : to enter (a 
place) ■ The burglar got into the house through an un¬ 
locked window, b : to arrive at (a place) ■ The train got 
into New York late last night. 2 get into (something) a 
: to become involved in (an activity) • The people who 
have become rich in this business are the ones who got into 
it at the beginning, b : to begin to be interested in and to 
enjoy (something) ■ It’s only recently that I’ve really gotten 
into music. ■ I tried reading the book, but I just couldn’t get 
into it. 3 get into (something) or get (someone) into 
(something) a : to be accepted or to cause (someone) to 
be accepted as a student, member, etc. • I hope your 
daughter gets into the school. • I hope you get your daugh¬ 
ter into the school, b : to become involved or to cause 
(someone) to become involved in (something bad, such as 
trouble or a fight) ■ He got into a lot of trouble when he was 
a teenager. ■ They got into an argument. ■ His friends got 
him into trouble. 4 get into (something) : to talk about 
(something) ■ I’ll tell you what happened, but I don’t want 
to get into [=go into] all the reasons for why it happened. 5 
got into (someone) : to affect the behavior of (someone) 

— used to say that someone is behaving in an unusual way 
and you don’t know why ■ I don’t know what has gotten 
into him lately. ■ She never used to be so rude to people. 
What got into her? [=why is she behaving this way?] 

get lost see 2 lost 

get lucky see lucky 

get moving see ’move 

get off [phrasal verb] 1 : to leave at the start of a journey ■ 
We got off early on our camping trip. — often used figura¬ 
tively in the phrase get off to a good/bad (etc.) start ■ He 
and I got off to a bad start , but now we get along well. ■ The 
project got off to a slow start. — see also get off on the right/ 
wrongfoot at ’foot 2 get off or get (someone) off a : to 
not be punished for a crime : to be judged not guilty of a 
crime ■ He’s been arrested several times, but he always gets 
off.: to help (someone) to be judged not guilty ■ His lawyer 
got him off. b : to be given or to help (someone) to be giv¬ 
en only a slight punishment for a crime ■ She got offMghWy. 

— usually 4- with ■ He got off with a light sentence. ■ His 
lawyer tried to get him off with a light sentence. — some¬ 
times used figuratively ■ It was a bad accident. You’re 
lucky that you got off with just a broken leg—you could 
have been killed! 3 : to stop being on or against someone 
or something - Get off —you’re hurting me! ■ I took the sub¬ 
way and got off at the downtown station. — see also GET 
5a b (above) 4 get off (something) or get (someone) off 
(something) : to stop talking about (something) or to cause 
(someone) to stop talking about (something) ■ We some¬ 
how got off (the subject of) work and started talking about 
our personal lives. ■ I tried to change the subject, but I 
couldn’t get her off it. 5 get off or get off work : to finish 
working and leave the place where you work ■ I get off ear¬ 
ly on Fridays. ■ I got off work early last Thursday so I could 
see the parade. 6 get (something) off or get off (some¬ 
thing) a : to write and send (a letter, an e-mail message, 
etc.) ■ I’ll get the letter off (to them) tomorrow, b : to 
shoot (something) from a gun ■ The policeman got off 
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[ -fired ] several shots before the criminal escaped. — some¬ 
times used figuratively ■ He managed to get off a few good 
jokes in his speech. 7 get off or get (someone) off chiefly 
Brit: to fall asleep or to help (someone, such as a baby) to 
fall asleep ■ I had just got ofl’[=dropped off] when the door¬ 
bell rang. = I had just got off to sleep when the doorbell 
rang. • I just got the baby off to steep. 8 get off or get 
(someone) off US, informal : to have an orgasm or to cause 
(someone) to have an orgasm 9 get off on (something) in¬ 
formal + sometimes disapproving : to enjoy or be excited by 
(something) especially in a sexual way ■ He’s one of those 
guys who seem to get off on making other people feel 
guilty. 10 get off with (someone) Brit, informal: to have 
sex with (someone) : to begin a sexual relationship with 
(someone) ■ She found out he’d gotten off with another 
woman. 11 informal a ^ To tell someone where to get 
off is to criticize or disagree with someone in a very direct 
and angry way. ■ I was sick of listening to his constant 
complaints, so I told him where to get off. b US If you 
don’t know where someone gets off (doing something), 
you are angry because someone has done something that is 
not right. • I don’t know where he gets off' telling me what to 
do. = Where does he get off telling me what to do? [=he 
has no right to tell me what to do] 
get on \phrasal verb ] 1 get on with (something) : to contin¬ 
ue doing (something) • I didn’t mean to interrupt you. I’ll 
let you get on with your work. ■ You need to stop feeling 
sorry for yourself and just get on with your life. [=retum to 
doing the things you do in your normal life] ■ This intro¬ 
duction is taking forever. I wish they’d just get on with it. 
[=stop delaying and get to the interesting or important 
part] 2 chiefly Brit: to be or remain friendly : to get along 

■ They’ve never really got on (with each other). • We get on 
well enough, but we’re not really close friends. 3 chiefly 
Brit a : to make progress while doing something ■ How is 
your daughter getting on in/at school? • We can get on [-get 
along, get by, manage] just fine without them, b : to 
achieve greater success : to get ahead • an ambitious young 
woman trying to get on in business 4 get on (something) 
US : to start to do or deal with (something) ■ “These files 
need to be organized.’’ “I’ll get on it right away.” 5 get on 
(someone) US : to criticize (someone) repeatedly * His 
boss has been getting on him about the quality of his work. 

■ She’s always getting on his case about cleaning his room. 
[=she’s always telling him to clean it] 6 get it on US slang 
: to have sex 7 informal a get on or get on in years : to 
grow old • My grandmother is getting on [waging] a bit, but 
she’s still very active, b : to become late • It’s getting on, 
and we really ought to go. 8 get on for (something) Brit, 
informal : to move toward becoming (a specified age, time, 
etc.) ■ He’s getting on for 70. [=he’s approaching 70; he is 
nearly 70] ■ It was getting on for noon. 

get onto or get on to [phrasal verb ] 

1 get onto (something) or get on to (something) : to start to 
do or deal with (something) ■ “We need someone to send out 
the invitations.” “I’ll get onto [=get on] it right away.” : to 
start to talk about something ■ How did we get onto this top¬ 
ic? 2 get onto (someone) or get on to (someone) Brit : to 
speak to or write to (someone) about a particular problem, 
job, etc. ■ I’ll get onto [-get in touch with] the doctor/plumber 
straightaway and see if he’ll come round. 
get out [phrasal verb] 1 a : to leave or escape from a place, 
a vehicle, etc. ■ He was trapped in the burning building/ 
car, but he was somehow able to get out (of it) alive. — 
used as an angry way to tell someone to leave ■ Get out\ I 
never want to see you again! b get (someone) out : to 
cause or help (someone) to leave or escape ■ The firemen 
managed to get him out (of the burning building) alive. C 
get (something) out or get out (something) : to remove 
(something) from storage so that it can be used • It’s rain¬ 
ing. I’d better get out the umbrella. 2 : to go to places out¬ 
side your home for social occasions, events, etc. ■ You 
spend too much time at home. You need to get out more. 
3 : to become known ■ Their secret got out. ■ Word got out 
that she was resigning. 4 get (something) out or get out 
(something) : to say (something) by making an effort ■ He 
managed to get out a few words before he collapsed. 5 
US, informal — used in speech to show that you are sur¬ 
prised by something or do not believe it ■ “They gave the 
job to Jane.” “ Get out\" - “ Get out of hereY' 6 get out of 
(something) or get (someone or something) out of (some¬ 
thing) a : to avoid doing (something) or to help (some¬ 
one) to avoid doing (something) ■ I didn’t want to go to the 


lecture^ but I couldn’t get out of it. ■ He tried to get out of 
doing his homework. ■ My sister said she could get me out 
of going to the party if I really didn’t want to go b : to 
stop having (a habit) or to cause (someone) to stop having 
(a habit) ■ I used to exercise every day, but I got out of the 
habit. ■ All the extra work I’ve been doing has gotten me 
out of the habit of exercising. C : to stop being in or in¬ 
volved in (something) or to cause (someone or something) 
to stop being in or involved in (something) ■ The company 
has decided to get (itself) out of the computer business. ■ 
She got her money out of the stock market. 7 get (some¬ 
thing) out of (something or someone): to take (something) 
from (something or someone) ■ The police officer got the 
gun out of the suspect’s hand. ■ The police officer got a con¬ 
fession out of the suspect. 8 get (something) out of (some¬ 
thing) ; to gain (something) from (something) • What do 
you hope to get out of this experience? 
get over [phrasal verb] 1 get over (something) a : to stop 
being controlled or bothered by (something, such as a 
problem or feeling) ■ You need to get over [= overcome ] your 
fear of being lied to. b : to stop feeling unhappy about 
(something) ■ She’s disappointed about their decision, but 
she’ll get over it eventually. C informal — used to say that 
you are very surprised or impressed by something • I just 
can’t get over how much weight you’ve lost! 2 get over (an 
illness) : to become healthy again after (an illness) ■ He 
had a bad cold, and he still hasn’t gotten over it completely. 
3 get over (someone) : to stop feeling unhappy after end¬ 
ing a relationship with (someone) ■ He broke up with his 
girlfriend a couple of months ago, and he still hasn't gotten 
over her. 4 get (something) over a or get (something) 
over with : to cause or experience the end of (something) 
: to finish (something) ■ I just want to get this ordeal over ! = 
I just want to get this ordeal over with). = I just want to get 
this ordeal over and done withl [-1 want this ordeal to end] 
b or get over (something) chiefly Brit : to express (some¬ 
thing) clearly so that it is understood ■ I don’t know if I was 
able to get my message over [=across] to them. 
get real see ‘real 
get rid of see rid 
get rolling see 1 roll 
get round see get around (above) 
get the best of see 3 best 
get the better of see 3 better 

get there : to reach a goal: to do what you are trying to do ■ 
We haven’t made a profit yet, but we’ll get there eventually. 
[=we’ll make a profit eventually] : to come closer to reach¬ 
ing a goal ■ We haven’t made a profit yet, but we’re getting 
there. 

get through [phrasal verb] 1 a chiefly US : to finish a job or 
activity ■ When you get through (with that job), I’ve got 
something else for you to do. b get through (something) 
: to do or finish (something, such as an amount of work) ■ 
We got through [= covered] all of the material that we want¬ 
ed to cover. ■ There’s still a lot of paperwork to be gotten 
through. C get through (something) or get (someone) 
through (something) : to complete or to help (someone) to 
complete (a test, an exam, etc.) successfully • She studied 
haid and got through [=passed] her exams. ■ The extra 
hours of study are what got her through her exams. 2 get 
through or get through (something) or get (something) 
through (something) : to pass through or beyond some¬ 
thing that blocks you or slows you down ■ Traffic was very 
heavy, but we managed to get through (it). ■ Rescuers are 
having trouble getting through to the flood victims. ; to 
cause (something) to pass through or beyond something ■ 
Traffic was very heavy, but we managed to get our truck 
through (it). • Rescuers are having trouble getting supplies 
through to the flood victims. 3 get through (something) or 
get (someone) through (something) : to have the experi¬ 
ence of living through (something that is difficult, danger¬ 
ous, etc.) ■ It was a very difficult time in our marriage, but 
we got through it. ■ I don’t know how those early settlers 
managed to get through [=survive] the winter. : to help 
(someone) to live through (something) ■ It was pure deter¬ 
mination that got them through that crisis. 4 get through 
(something) chiefly Brit : to spend or use all of (something) 
■ He got through [-went through] all the money he inherited 
in just a few years. ■ They got through [=went through] three 
bottles of wine with dinner. 5 a get through or get 
through to (someone) : to be clearly expressed to and un¬ 
derstood by someone • I hope my message has finally got¬ 
ten through to you. [=1 hope you finally understand my 
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message] ■ I think my message finally got through, b get 
through to (someone) or get (something) through to 
(someone) : to express something clearly so that it is un¬ 
derstood by (someone) ■ I’ve talked to him many times, but 

1 just can’t seem to get through to him. ■ I hope I’ve finally 
gotten my message through to him. 6 get through or get 
through to (someone): to make a successful telephone call 
to someone ■ I tried to call home but I couldn’t get through. 
■ Where were you? I’ve been trying to get through to you 
(on the phone) all day! 7 get through or get through 
(something) : to be accepted or approved by an official 
group ■ The bill finally got through [=passed] and eventually 
became a law. ■ The bill finally got through [-passed] Con¬ 
gress and eventually became a law. 

get to \phrasal verb ] 1 get to (something) a : to start ( do¬ 
ing something) ■ She sometimes gets to worrying over her 
health. ■ We got to talking about old times, b : to deal with 
(something) ■ The letter is on my desk, but I haven’t gotten 
to it yet. ■ I’ll get to the accounts as soon as I can. 2 get to 
(someone) a : to bother or annoy (someone) ■ All these 
delays are starting to get to me. — see also get 26a (above) 
b : to make (someone) feel sad ■ The movie’s sad ending 
really got to me. — see also get 26b (above) C chiefly US 
: to change or influence the behavior of (someone) wrong¬ 
ly or illegally by making threats, paying money, etc. ■ The 
witness changed his story. Someone must have gotten to 
him. 3 get to (somewhere) : to go to or reach (some¬ 
where) ■ We got to the station/airport just in time. 
get together \phrasal verb ] 1 a : to meet and spend time 
together ■ I’d like to get together with you soon. ■ He often 
gets together with his friends after work, b : to begin to 
have a sexual or romantic relationship ■ He and his wife 
first got together in college. C get (people) together : to 
cause (people) to meet or to have a relationship ■ Their 
shared interest in photography is what got them together. 

2 : to agree to do or accept something — often + on ■ The 
two sides have been unable to get together on a new con¬ 
tract. 3 get together (things or people) or get (things or 
people) together : to collect (things) or gather (people) 
into one place or group ■ He got together [-assembled] a 
great art collection. ■ The government got together a group 
of experts to study the problem. ■ We’re still trying to get 
together [^obtain] the money we need to buy a new car. 4 
get your act together or get yourself together or get it to¬ 
gether informal a or get your life together : to begin to 
live in a good and sensible way : to stop being confused, 
foolish, etc. ■ His life got much better when he stopped 
drinking and got his act together, b : to begin to function 
in a skillful or effective way ■ The company finally got its 
act together and started making a profit this year. 

get to sleep : to start sleeping : to fall asleep ■ She finally got 
to sleep after midnight. 

get to work : to start working ■ We need to stop delaying 
and get to work. 

get up \phrasal verb] 1 get up or get (someone) up : to rise 
or to cause (someone) to rise after lying or sleeping in a 
bed ■ I got up [=got out of bed] early this morning. ■ I woke 
up early but I didn’t get up till later. ■ The alarm clock got 
me up earlier than usual. 2 : to stand up ■ He got up to 
greet her when she entered the room. 3 get (something) 
up or get up (something) a : to produce (something, such 
as courage) in yourself by trying or making an effort ■ He 
couldn’t get up the courage to ask her out on a date. ■ She 
was so tired she could hardly get up the energy to make 
dinner, b : to prepare or organize (something that in¬ 
volves a group of people) ■ They’re trying to get up a peti¬ 
tion to have the movie theater reopened. 4 get it up slang 
: to get an erection 

get up on the wrong side of the bed see ‘bed 

get what’s coming to you see ‘come 

get wind of see 'wind 

get your bearings see bearing 

get your goat see goat 

have got see have 

get-away /'get3,wei/ noun, pi -aways [count] 

1 : the act of getting away or escaping ■ The robbers made a 
clean getaway. [=escape] ■ He drove the getaway car [=the car 
used by criminals to leave the scene of a crime] 

2 a : a short vacation ■ We’re planning a weekend getaway to 
the mountains, b : a place where people go for a short va¬ 
cation ■ The resort advertises itself as the perfect island get¬ 
away. — see also get away at get 

get—go /'git,gou, 'get,gou/ noun 


from the get-go US, informal : from the very beginning ■ 
She didn’t like me from the get-go. ■ They were involved in 
the project from the get-go. 

get-OUt /'get,aut/ noun, pi -outs [count] Brit, informal : an 
excuse that lets you avoid doing something (such as a duty) • 
Is there no getout I can use to avoid attending the meeting? 

— see also all get-out, get out 6 at get 

get—to-geth-er /'getta.ge&a 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : an in¬ 
formal social gathering ■ There is a family get-together this 
weekend. ■ She’s hosting a get-together for her classmates, 
get-ter /'geta 1 / noun, pi -ters [count] : someone or some¬ 
thing that receives, gets, or is given something ■ the top vote 
getter [=the person who receives the most votes) ■ a real at¬ 
tention getter 

get-Up /*get,Ap/ noun, pi -ups [count] informal : an unusual 
outfit or costume ■ He came onstage in a cowboy getup. ■ a 
guy in a crazy getup 

get—Up—and—go /.get^pn'goo/ noun [noncount] informal 
: energy and enthusiasm ■ full of get-up-and-go ■ I’m not as 
young as I used to be, but I still have plenty of get-up-and-go. 
gew-gaw /'gui.ga:/ noun, pi -gaws [count] : a small thing 
that has little value ■ collectible/childish gewgaws [-trinkets] 
gey-ser /'gai,za% Brit 'giiza/ noun, pi -sers [count] 

1 : a hole in the ground that shoots out hot water and steam 
■ The water from the geyser rises as high as 75 feet.; also : the 
column of water and steam that comes from a geyser • gey¬ 
sers rising as high as 75 feet • The water shot into the sky in 
an enormous geyser. 

2 Brit : a device for heating water in a bathroom or kitchen 
ghast-ly /'gsestli, Brit 'gaistli/ adj ghast-li-er; -est 

1 : very shocking or horrible ■ a ghastly [=gruesome, hideous] 
crime/ritual • Her behavior was truly ghastly. [= dreadful, ap¬ 
palling] 

2 : very bad : terrible, awful ■ You’re making a ghastly 
mistake. ■ His room was a ghastly mess. • I feel ghastly. [=1 
feel very unwell] 

— ghast-li-ness noun [noncount] • the ghastliness of the 
crime — ghastly adv ■ Her face was ghastly [-ghostly] pale/ 
white. 

gher-kin /'ga^kan/ noun, pi -kins [count] : a small cucumber 
that is used to make pickles 
ghet-tO /'getou/ noun, pi -tos also -toes [count] 

1 : a part of a city in which members of a particular group or 
race live usually in poor conditions ■ a Jewish ghetto 

2 : the poorest part of a city ■ He grew up in the ghetto. — 
sometimes used figuratively ■ The program has been ban¬ 
ished to the ghetto of late-night television. 

ghetto blaster noun, pi ~ -ers [count] informal : boom 
box 

ghet-tO-ize also Brit ghet-to-ise /'getou,aiz/ verb -iz-es; 
-ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to place (someone or something) in a ghetto ■ ghettoized 
minorities — often used figuratively ■ a program ghettoized 
to late-night television 

2 : to turn (something) into a ghetto ■ Parts of the city that 
had been ghettoized are now being restored. 

1 ghost /'goust/ noun, pi ghosts 

1 [count] : the soul of a dead person thought of as living in 
an unseen world or as appearing to living people ■ a house 
haunted by ghosts ■ He looks like he’s just seen a ghost. [=he 
looks frightened] — sometimes used figuratively ■ She is still 
haunted by the ghosts of her past. [=she is still troubled by 
bad memories of the past] 

2 [singular] : a very small amount or trace — usually + of ■ I 
thought I detected the ghost of a smile [=a very faint smile] 
on her lips. ■ He doesn’t have/stand a ghost of a chance of 
winning. [=he has no chance of winning] 

give up the ghost informal : to die — often used figurative¬ 
ly ■ After years of service my car finally gave up the ghost. 
2 ghost verb ghosts; ghost-ed; ghost-ing [+ obj ]: ghost¬ 
write ■ She ghosted the mayor’s autobiography, 
ghost-ly /'goustli/ adj ghost-li-er; -est [or more most 
~]: of or relating to a ghost ■ A ghostly figure appears in the 
house at night. : suggesting a ghost • a ghostly fog - leading a 
ghostly existence ■ a ghostly white gown 

— ghost-li-ness noun [noncount] — ghostly adv ■ Her face 
was ghostly pale/white. 

ghost Story noun, pi ~ -ries [count] : a frightening story 
about ghosts 

ghost town noun, pi towns [count] : a town that no 
longer has any people living in it : an abandoned town ■ Af- 
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ter all the gold was mined, the place became a ghost town. 
ghost-write /'goust,rait/ verb -writes; -wrote /-,rout/; 
-writ-ten /-,ntp/; -writ-ing [+ obj] : to write (something, 
such as a book) for someone else using that person’s name ■ 
She was hired to ghostwrite the mayor’s autobiography. ■ 
ghostwritten books/articles 

— ghost-writ-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

ghoul /'gu:l/ noun, pi ghouls [count] : an evil creature in 
frightening stories that robs graves and eats dead bodies 

— ghoul-ish /*gu:lij/ actf [more most ~] • a ghoulish 
[-fiendish] laugh ■ He took a ghoulish [= sinister ] delight in 
their troubles. — ghoul-ish-ly adv ■ laughing ghoulishly 
— ghoul-ish-ness noun [noncount] ■ the ghoulishness of 
his laughter 

Gl /,cfei:'ai/ noun, pi Gl’s or GIs [count] : a member or former 
member of the U.S. armed forces — often used before an¬ 
other noun • Gl bill/rations 

qj-ant /'cfeajant/ adj [more most —] : very large : much 
larger or more powerful than normal ■ a giant photograph/ 
machine/wrestler ■ a giant corporation ■ a giant- size box of 
detergent 

2 qiant noun, pi -ants [count] 

1 ; a legendary creature usually thought of as being an ex¬ 
tremely large and powerful person ■ the land of the giants 

2 : a person or thing that is very large, powerful, or success¬ 
ful ■ a big baby who grew up to be a giant of a man [=a very 
large man] ■ The company has become a giant of the auto¬ 
motive industry. [=it has become very large and successful] ■ 
an American literary giant 

giant panda noun, pi ~ -das [count]: panda 1 
giant sequoia noun, pi ~ -quoias [count] : a very tall ev¬ 
ergreen tree that grows in the western U.S. — called also se¬ 
quoia 

giant squid noun, pi ~ squid or ~ squids [count] : a very 
large type of squid 

giant tortoise noun, pi ~ -toises [count] : a large plant¬ 
eating tortoise Giant tortoises were once common on is¬ 
lands in the Pacific and Indian oceans, but they are now rare, 
gib-ber /'cfeiba 1 / verb -bers; -bered; -ber-ing [no obj] : to 
talk in a fast or foolish way ■ What are they gibbering about 
now? ■ Calm down! You sound like a gibbering idiot! 
gib-ber-ish /'cfcibanJV noun [noncount] : foolish, confused, 
or meaningless words ■ His lecture seemed like nothing but 
gibberish. [=nonsense] ■ She was talking gibberish in her sleep, 
gib-bon /'gjban/ noun , pi -bons [count] : a small ape of 
southeastern Asia that has long arms and legs and lives most¬ 
ly in trees — see picture at ape 
gibe or jibe /'cfeaib/ noun, pi gibes or jibes [count] : an in¬ 
sulting or critical remark that is meant to hurt someone or 
make someone appear foolish ■ The other children made 
cruel gibes about her weight. ■ He used his speech as an op¬ 
portunity to take/make gibes at his political opponents, 
gib-let /'cfeibtat/ noun, pi -lets [count] : an organ (such as 
the heart or liver) of a bird that is cooked and eaten as food 

— usually plural ■ gravy with giblets 
gid-dy /'gidi/ adj gid-di-er; -est 

1 : playful and silly • giddy children ■ giddy antics ■ a giddy 
atmosphere 

2 : feeling or showing great happiness and joy ■ The news 
made him positively giddy. • He was giddy with delight. ■ The 
room was filled with giddy laughter. 

3 always used before a noun : causing dizziness ■ giddy 
heights ■ giddy panoramic views — often used figuratively ■ 
Her second book lifted her to giddy heights of literary fame. 
[=made her extremely famous] 

— gid-di-ly /'gidali/ adv * He was talking giddily [=excitedly] 
about his business plan. — gld-di-ness /'gidinas/ noun 
[noncount] ■ youthful giddiness [=silliness, lightheartedness] 

1 gift /'gift/ noun, pi gifts [count] 

1 : something that is given to another person or to a group 
or organization • The money was a gift, not a loan. ■ a birth- 
day/Christmas/anniversary/wedding gift [-present] ■ We al¬ 
ways exchange gifts [=we give each other gifts] on our anni¬ 
versary- ■ a generous/lavish/small gift • a charitable gift 
[^something, such as money, that is given to a charity] 

2 : a special ability ■ She considers her voice a God-given gift. 

■ He’s an athlete with many physical gifts. [=talents] — often 
+ for ■ He has a gift for expressing himself. • a gift for playing 
the piano ■ an actor with a gift for comedy — sometimes + of 

■ She claimed to have the gift of prophecy. 

God’s gift informal + disapproving — used to describe the 
attitude of people who think that they are very talented, 


attractive, etc. ■ He thinks he’s God’s gift to the world. [=he 
thinks very highly of himself; he is very vain or conceited] 
look a gift horse in the mouth see 'horse 
the gift of gab see 2 gab 

2 gift verb gifts; gift-ed; gift-ing [+ obj] : to present (some¬ 
one) with a gift ■ The foundation has gifted the museum with 
an important collection of paintings. [=(more commonly) 
the foundation has given the museum an important collec¬ 
tion of paintings] — see also gifted 
gift certificate noun, pi ~ -cates [count] US : a piece of 
paper that is worth a certain amount of money and is given 
to someone to be used like money to pay for things (such as 
the products or services of a particular business) ■ a $10 gift 
certificate — called also (Brit) gift token, (Brit) gift voucher 
gift-ed /'giftad/ adj [more most — ] : having great natural 
ability : talented ■ He’s an extremely gifted student/ath¬ 
lete. • a school for gifted children 

gifted with To be gifted with something is to have it as a 
special ability or quality. ■ She is gifted with a talent for 
playing the piano. • He is gifted with a good sense of humor, 
gift Shop noun, pi ~ shops [count] : a store (such as a 
small store in a museum) that sells things which might be 
given people as gifts 

1 gift wrap noun [noncount] : decorative paper that is used for 
wrapping gifts * a roll of gift wrap 

2 gift wrap verb ~ wraps; ~ wrapped; ~ wrapping [+ obj] 
: to wrap (a gift) in decorative paper ■ The store will gift wrap 
your purchases for you. 

— gift-wrapped acfj ■ a gift-wrapped box ■ a gift-wrapped 
bottle of wine 

1 gig /'gig/ noun, pi gigs [count] informal : a job for a musi¬ 
cian, an actor, etc. ■ He was finally able to book a gig [=to ar¬ 
range a performance or series of performances] at the night¬ 
club. ■ a talk-show gig ■ her last acting gig-, broadly, US : job • 
I have a part-time job, but I really need a full-time gig. 

2 gig verb gigs; gigged; gig-ging [no obj] informal : to work 
as a musician ■ He gigged in a band during the summer, 
giga-byte /'giga^ait/ noun, pi -bytes [count] : a unit of 
computer information equal to 1,073,741,824 bytes ■ a six- 
gigabyte hard drive — abbr. GB; compare kilobyte, mega¬ 
byte 

gi-gan-tic /cfeai'gzentik/ adj [more most ~] : extremely 
large ■ Gigantic [=huge, monstrous] waves were crashing on 
the beach. ■ a gigantic [-immense, enormous] corporation ■ 
He made a gigantic [=huge] mistake when he quit his job. 
gig-gle /'gigal/ verb gig-gles; gig-gled; gig-gling [no obj] 
: to laugh in a nervous or childlike way ■ She giggled like a 
little kid. ■ We were all joking and giggling nervously as we 
waited for the ceremony to begin. 

— giggle noun.pl giggles [count] ■ trying to suppress a gig¬ 
gle ■ I had an attack of the giggles. [=1 was unable to stop 
giggling] ■ (Brit) Going to the circus would be a bit of a gig¬ 
gle. [=would be amusing or enjoyable] — gig-gly /'gigali/ 
adj [more most ~] ■ giggly children ■ a giggly laugh 

gig-o-lo /'ifcigajou/ noun, pi -los [count] : a man who is 
paid by a woman to be her lover and companion 
Gi-la monster /'hi:la-/ noun, pi ~ -sters [count] : a large 
orange and black poisonous lizard of the southwestern U.S. 
gild /'gild/ verb gilds; gild-ed /'gjldad/ or gilt /'gilt/; gild¬ 
ing [+ obj] : to cover (something) with a thin layer of gold ■ 
gild a statue 

gild the lily : to add decoration to something that is already 
beautiful : to try to improve something that does not need 
to be improved ■ Putting ice cream on this delicious cake is 
just gilding the lily. 

— gilded adj ■ a gilded sculpture/mask/design A gilded 
age is a time of great success and wealth. The capitalized 
form Gilded Age is used when referring specifically to a pe¬ 
riod from about 1870-90 in American history. ■ a novel 
about life in New York during the Gilded Age Gilded 
youth are wealthy young people who enjoy many things 
that other people do not have. — gild-er noun, pi -ers 
[count] ■ a gilder's workshop 

1 gill /'gil/ noun, pi gills [count] : the body part that a fish uses 
for breathing 

to the gills informal 1 : as full as possible ■ The car was 
packed to the gills for our vacation. 2 : very thoroughly 
or completely ■ I’m fed up to the gills with his whining! ■ a 
theater equipped to the gills with new sound equipment 

— compare 2 gill 

2 giii /'(fell/ noun, pi gills [count] : a unit of liquid measure 
equal to % pint ■ He measured out one gill. [=(US) four fluid 
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ounces; (Brit) 5 fluid ounces] — compare *gill 
’gilt /'gilt/ noun, pi gilts 

1 [ noncount ] : a thin layer of gold or of something like gold ■ 
She covered the frame with gilt. 

2 [count] Brit : a stock or bond that is considered to be a very 
safe investment: a gilt-edged security — usually plural ■ She 
has/keeps her money in gilts. 

2 gilt adj, always used before a noun 

1 : having a golden color ■ a gilt marble surface ■ gilt paint 

2 : covered with gilt • a gilt plate ■ gilt buttons 
3 gilt past tense and past participle of GILD 

gilt-edged /'gilhecfed/ adj ‘ having the best quality or rat¬ 
ing ■ gilt-edged securities [=stocks and bonds that are the saf¬ 
est kind of investment] 

1 gim»me /'gimi/ — used in writing to represent the sound of 
the phrase give me when it is spoken quickly ■ Just gimme the 
money. The pronunciation represented by gimme is com¬ 
mon in informal speech. The written form should be avoided 
except when trying to represent or record such speech. 
2 gimme noun, pi -mes [count] US, informal : something that 
is easily done, achieved, won, etc. ■ (golf) This putt is no 
gimme. [=this is not an easy putt] • They expected the game 
to be a gimme. [=they expected to win the game easily] 
ginvmick /'gimik/ noun, pi -micks [count] often disapprov¬ 
ing : a method or trick that is used to get people’s attention 
or to sell something ■ a marketing gimmick [=ploy] ■ The pro¬ 
posal to cut taxes was just an election gimmick to win votes. 

— gim-micky /'gimiki/ adj [more most ~] ■ a flashy, gim¬ 
micky movie with no real substance 

gim«mick«ry /'gimikri/ noun [noncount] disapproving : the 
use of gimmicks ■ a lot of marketing gimmickry and hype 
gimpy /■gimpi/ adj gimp»ber; -est [also more most ~] 
US, informal : having an injury that makes walking difficult 
or painful ■ a gimpy football player ■ a gimpy leg/foot 
gin /'cfem/ noun, pi gins 

1 [count, noncount] : a clear alcoholic drink that is flavored 
with juniper berries 

2 [noncount] : gin rummy 

— see also cotton gin 
1 gin*ger /'(femetea 1 / noun [noncount] 

1 a : the strongly flavored root of a tropical plant that is 
used in cooking b : a spice made from ginger ■ The recipe 
calls for a teaspoon of ginger . 

2 chiefly Brit : a light reddish or reddish-brown color 

— ginger adj, chiefly Brit • The child has ginger ^reddish- 
brown] hair. — gin-gery /'cfemcfeari/ adj [more most ~] 
■ a. gingery sauce 

2 ginger verb -gers; -gered; -gening 

ginger up [phrasal verb] ginger up (someone or something) 
or ginger (someone or something) up Brit, informal : to 
make (someone or something) more exciting or lively ■ gin¬ 
ger a group up by proposing a new strategy 
ginger ale noun, pi ~ ales [count, noncount ] : a soft drink 
that is flavored with ginger 

gin«ger«bread /'cfemcfea^bred/ noun [noncount] : a cake or 
cookie made with molasses and ginger — often used before 
another noun ■ gingerbread cookies ■ We made gingerbread 
men [=gingerbread cookies shaped like people] for the holi¬ 
days. ■ a gingerbread house decorated with candy 
ginger group noun, pi ~ groups [count] Brit : a group 
that is part of a larger group (such as a political party) and 
that tries to make other members accept and support their 
ideas ■ a left-wing ginger group within the Labour Party 
gin«ger*ly /'cfemcfea , li/ adv [more most ~]: very carefully 
■ She gingerly placed the cake down on the table. ■ It’s a deli¬ 
cate subject, and we need to approach it gingerly. 
gin-gensnap /'cfemcfea^snsep/ noun, pi -snaps [count] : a 
hard cookie that is flavored with ginger — called also (Brit) 
ginger nut 

ging*ham /'gigam/ noun [noncount] : a cotton cloth that of¬ 
ten is marked with a pattern of colored squares ■ a red and 
white gingham tablecloth 

gin-gi*vi*tis /icfemcfea'vaitas/ noun [noncount] medical : a 
disease in which the gums become red, swollen, and sore 
gink-go also ging-ko /'girjkou/ noun, pi -goes or -gos 
also -koes or -kos [count] : a large Chinese tree that has 
fan-shaped leaves 

ginkgo bi«IO*ba /-.baiMouba/ noun [noncount] : a product 
made from the leaves of the ginkgo tree that is used as a 
medicine 

gin rummy noun [noncount] : a card game that is played by 


two players who are each dealt 10 cards 
gin*seng /'cfem,seij/ noun [noncount] : a Chinese herb that 
is used as a medicine 


Gipsy variant spelling of gypsy 
gi*raffe /cfea'rsef, Brit cfea'rarf/ noun, pi 
gbraffes or giraffe [count]: a very tall 
African animal that has an extremely 
long neck and legs 

gird /'ga-d/ verb girds; girdled 

/■ga'dad/ also girt /'ga*/; gird-ing : to 
prepare yourself to fight or to do some¬ 
thing difficult — usually + for [no obj] 

Both sides are girding for battle. [+ obj] 

Both sides are girding themselves for 
battle. ■ The company is girding (up) its 
loins for what could be a long strike, 
gird-er /'gada 1 / noun, pi -ers [count]: a 
strong beam used to build buildings, 
bridges, etc. 

1 gir*dle /’gad]/ noun, pi gir-dles [count] 

: something that wraps or circles 
around something else; specifically : a 
tight piece of clothing worn especially 
in the past by women under other 
clothes to make the area around the 
waist look thinner 
2 girdle verb girdles; gir.dled; gir-dling [+ obj] formal : to 
form a circle around (something) or to surround (some¬ 
thing) ■ the rings that girdle the planet Saturn 
girl /'ga4/ noun, pi girls 

T "[count] a : a female child ■ It’s a girll = She gave birth to a 
baby girl. ■ a nine-year-old girl ■ Ever since I was a (little/ 
young) girl , I’ve wanted to travel, b : daughter ■ Is this 
your little girl ? ■ She’s our oldest/youngest girl. 

2 [count] a : a young woman ■ a group of teenage girls ■ a 
19-year-old girl ■ His parents hope he’ll soon find a nice girl, 
settle down, and get married. ■ When she was younger, she 
was a real party girl. [=a young woman who enjoys parties] ■ 
She’s a big star now, but her fans still think of her as the girl 
next door. [=a wholesome young woman from a middle-class 
family] b : a usually young woman from a specified kind of 
place ■ a city /country girl = a girl from the city/country ■ a lo¬ 
cal/hometown girl 

3 informal a the girls : the female friends or work partners 
of a woman viewed as a group ■ Wait till the girls back home 
hear about this! ■ Our boss thinks of herself as just one of the 
girls. ■ She went out dancing with the girls, b [count] : a 
woman of any age — often used as a friendly way for one 
woman to address another woman ■ Girl , you will not believe 
what just happened to me! C [count] : a woman or girl who 
does a particular job or activity ■ a shop girl • They just hired 
a new girl to do the filing. The use of girl to refer to an 
adult woman is often considered offensive, especially when 
it is used this way by a man. — see also ball girl, call 
GIRL, CHORUS GIRL, COVER GIRL, OFFICE GIRL, PAPER¬ 
GIRL, POSTER GIRL, SCHOOLGIRL 

4 [count] informal + old-fashioned : girlfriend ■ I took my 
girl out to the movies last night. 

— girl.hood /'gahhud/ noun [noncount] ■ She lost touch 
with the friends of her girlhood. ■ her girlhood friends 
— girbish /'gall// adj [more most —] ■ a girlish voice ■ 
her girlish figure - girl-ish-ly adv ■ She smiled girlishly at 
him. — girbish-ness noun [noncount] ■ the girlishness of 
her voice/figure 

girl Friday noun, pi — -days [count] informal + old- 
fashioned : a woman who does many different jobs in an of¬ 
fice : a female office assistant 
girbfriend /'ga4,frond/ noun, pi -friends [count] 

1 : a woman that someone is having a romantic or sexual re¬ 
lationship with »My girlfriend and I have only been dating 
for a couple of months. — compare boyfriend 

2 : a female friend ■ She spends hours talking on the phone 
with her girlfriends. 

Girl Guide noun, pi ~ Guides [count] : a member of a 
worldwide organization for girls ages 7 through 18 that is 
similar to the Girl Scouts in the United States — called also 
Guide 

girbie also girly /'gaii/ adj 

1 always used before a noun : featuring attractive young 
women who are wearing little or no clothing ■ a girlie show/ 
magazine 

2 : having a quality that is considered suitable for girls or 
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women and not suitable for men or boys • She likes to wear 
girlie pink dresses. • a girlie voice 
Girl Scout noun, pi <-*- Scouts [count] : a member of a U.S. 
organization for girls ages 5 through 17 Girl Scouts partic¬ 
ipate in group activities, learn skills, and are encouraged to 
have good morals and be good citizens. — called also Scout, 
compare boy scout, brownie, cub scout, girl guide 
gi*ro /'cfcia-jou, Brit ‘cfcaja^au/ noun, pi -ros [count] Brit : a 
check paid by the government to someone who is sick or 
does not have a job 
girt past participle of gird 
girth /'g a-G/ noun, pi girths 

1 : the size of someone or something measured around the 
middle [noncount] The tree is about two meters in girth. • a 
person of large girth [count] a girth of about two meters 

2 [count] : a band or strap placed around the body of an an¬ 
imal (such as a horse) to hold something (such as a saddle) 
on its back 

gist /'cfeist/ noun 

the gist: the general or basic meaning of something said or 
written — usually + of ■ 7 he gist of her argument was that 
the law was unfair. ■ I didn’t read the whole article, but I 
got the gist of it. [=1 understood the main points of it] 
git /'git/ noun, pi gits [count] Brit slang : a stupid or worthless 
person (especially a man) ■ That git of a brother of yours has 
ruined everything! 

1 qjve /'giv/ verb gives; gave /'geiv/; giv-en /'givan/; giv¬ 
ing 

1 [+ obj] a : to cause or allow someone to have (something) 
as a present : to make a present of (something) ■ She gave 
him a camera for Christmas. ■ Someone gave me a present. = 
Someone gave a present to me. = I was given a present. = A 
present was given (to) me. ■ Are you giving this to me or only 
lending it? b : to cause or allow (something valued or need¬ 
ed) to go to another person, group, etc. : donate [+ obj] 
She has given money to many worthy/good causes. • They’re 
asking people to give money for a new hospital. ■ give blood 
[no obj] Please give to our charity. ■ We already gave at the of¬ 
fice. ■ It is better to give than to receive. 

2 [+ obj] : to put (something) into someone’s hand • He 
picked up the letter and gave [=handed] it to me. • He gave 
me the letter. : to cause someone to hold or possess (some¬ 
thing) for a specified reason ■ He gave me a letter to mail for 
him. = He gave a letter to me to mail for him. ■ He gave her 
his coat to hold. 

3 [+ obj] a : to provide someone with (something wanted or 
needed) ■ She has given me a lot of help/support/encourage¬ 
ment. [=she has helped/supported/encouraged me a lot] ■ 
They gave me a job. [=they hired me] ■ He gave me a head 
start. • I’ll give you a lift/ride to the station. [=1*11 drive you to 
the station in my car] : to allow someone to have (something 
wanted or needed) • I know I can do it if you’ll just give me a 
chance. ■ They gave her another opportunity. ■ Her boss has 
given her a lot of responsibility/authority. ■ They gave him 
the best room available. ■ The law gives all citizens the right 
to vote. = The law gives the right to vote to all citizens, b 
: to allow someone to have or take (an amount of time) ■ 
Just give me a few more minutes and I’ll be ready. ■ The doc¬ 
tor gave him two weeks to pay his bill. 

4 [+ obj] a : to treat or regard someone or something with 
(a particular attitude, feeling, etc.) • She gave her friend her 
complete confidence. = She gave her complete confidence to 
her friend. [=she trusted her friend completely] ■ He gave the 
company his loyalty. [=he was loyal to the company] ■ 
They’ve worked hard. You should give them some respect. 
[=you should respect them] b : to direct (something) to¬ 
ward someone • She gave him an angry look. [=she looked at 
him angrily] ■ He gave her a smile. [=he smiled at her] 

5 [+ obj] a : to tell (information) to someone ■ Just give me 
the facts. ■ They weren’t able to give us the information we 
needed. ■ The witness was reluctant to give evidence. ■ He 
gave his name as “John Smith.” [=he said his name was “John 
Smith”] ■ The drawing gives [=s/iow.s] the dimensions of the 
room. • The book gives [^provides] a brief history of the in¬ 
dustry. b : to express or say (something) to someone ■ You 
have no right to give me orders. ■ They gave him careful in¬ 
structions on how to proceed. • Give them my regards. = Give 
my regards to them. ■ His parents gave him a lecture about 
the importance of studying. ■ The coach gave the team a pep 
talk. ■ I give you my word [=1 swear; I promise], I knew noth¬ 
ing about their plans. ■ Just give it to me straight. [=just say 
what you are going to say to me in a direct way] The infor¬ 


mal phrase don’t give me that is used in speech to show an¬ 
noyance when someone tells you something that you do not 
believe or accept. ■ “It’s not my fault that we’re late.” “ Don't 
give me that ! You were the one who said we didn’t have to 
leave early!” C : to show (something) ■ a young artist who 
has given evidence/signs of real talent ■ She gave (us) no hint/ 
indication that she was upset or worried, d : to offer (some¬ 
thing) for consideration or acceptance ■ He declined to give 
an opinion. ■ Can you give an example? • He gave no reason 
for his absence. 

6 [+ obj] : to say that someone has or deserves (something) • 
He gives the credit for his success to his wife. [=he credits his 
wife for his success] 

7 [+ obj] a : to cause someone to have or experience (some¬ 
thing, such as an emotion, a problem, etc.) • My car has been 
giving [=causing] me a lot of trouble lately. ■ I like Mexican 
food, but it gives me indigestion. ■ a book that gives pleasure 
to the reader ■ All that noise is giving me a headache. [=I’m 
getting a headache from all that noise] ■ It gave me a shock to 
see how sick he is. ■ Her encouragement gave me a lot of self- 
confidence. [=made me feel very self-confident] b : to 
cause someone to become affected by (something, such as 
an illness) ■ His sister gave him the measles. [=he got/caught 
the measles from his sister] ■ Hearing the joke gave him the 
giggles. [=hearing the joke made him giggle] C : to cause 
someone or something to have (a quality) ■ His quiet manner 
gives him a mysterious air. ■ The large windows give the room 
an open feeling, d : to cause something to be affected by 
(something) ■ He argues that the tax cuts would give a con¬ 
siderable stimulus/boost to the economy. 

8 [+ obj] : to cause someone to get or take (a medicine) ■ The 
doctor gave the patient a pill. ■ The doctor gave him an injec¬ 
tion. • The drug is usually given intravenously. 

9 [+ obj] a : to present (a show, speech, etc.) in public ■ give 
a concert/lecture/talk/speech/reading/performance b : to 
provide (something) as entertainment or as a social gather¬ 
ing ■ give [=throw] a party ■ give a formal dinner 

10 [+ obj] : to do (an action) ■ She gave the door a push. [=she 
pushed the door] ■ He gave her a hug. [=he hugged her] • He 
gave a cynical smile. [=he smiled cynically] ■ She picked up 
the package and gave it a shake. [=she shook the package] ■ 
The referee gave [-made] the signal to start the game. ■ The 
ship gave a sudden lurch. [=the ship lurched suddenly] 

11 [+ obj] a : to cause someone to experience or suffer (a 
form of punishment) ■ His father gave the boy a whipping. ■ 
The judge gave him life (imprisonment) for murder, b : to 
cause someone to undergo or do (something) ■ The teacher 
gave the class a test. 

12 To give something thought/consideration (etc.) is to 
think about it. ■ We’ve given your proposal a lot of thought 
and careful consideration. [=we*ve thought about your pro¬ 
posal a lot and considered it carefully] 

13 To give someone a call/rlng/buzz/bell is to make a tele¬ 
phone call to someone. ■ I’ll give you a call later. 

14 If you try to do something, you give it a try or (infor¬ 
mally) give it a go/shot/stab. • I’ve never gone skiing before, 
but I’m willing to give it a try. 

15 ‘v- If you would give anything or give your right hand/arm 
to do or to have something, you want to do or have it very 
much. ■ I’d give anything to be able to sing like that! 

16 [+ obj] : to make (something, such as your hand) avail¬ 
able for someone ■ She gave [^offered] her hand to him to 
shake/kiss. = She gave him her hand to shake/kiss. [=she held 
out her hand toward him so that he could shake/kiss it] • She 
gave him her arm [=she linked her arm in his arm] and they 
walked together into the room. When a woman gives her 
hand in marriage to a man, she marries him. This is a formal 
and somewhat old-fashioned expression. 

17 [+ obj] a ; pay ■ I wouldn’t give a penny for that old bike! 

■ If you have an extra ticket. I’ll give you $20 for it. b : sell 

■ I’m willing to give you the ticket for $20. 

18 [+ obj] : to say or judge that someone or something will 
last for (an amount of time) ■ The doctor gave him only a few 
weeks to live. [=the doctor said that he would live for only a 
few weeks] • Their marriage will never work. I give it/them 
six months—tops! 

19 [+ obj] informal: to admit (something) to or about some¬ 
one ■ He made an effort. I’ll give him that (much). [=I’H admit 
that he made an effort] ■ I don’t really like his movies, but 
he’s a talented actor, HI give you that. [=1 admit that he is a 
talented actor] 

20 [+ obj] : to have or produce (something) as a product, re- 
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suit, or effect • medical procedures that give better results • 
Cows give milk. 

21 [+ obj] formal : to cause someone to believe or think 
(something) — followed by to + verb • They gave [=led\ me to 
understand that they’d be arriving later. To give someone 
an idea/impression (etc.) is to cause someone to believe or 
think something. ■ Whatevergave you the idea (that) he loved 
you?! [=whatever made you think that he loved you?] • I’m 
sorry if I gave you the wrong impression. [=I’m sorry if I mis¬ 
led you; I’m sorry if you got the wrong impression from me] ■ 
I don’t know what gave her the notion that she could treat 
people that way. 

22 [no obj] a : to bend because of force, pressure, or strain 
• The branch gave [=sagged\ under his weight, but it didn’t 
break, b : to break because of force, pressure, or strain ■ 
The branch suddenly gave [-gave way ] under his weight, and 
he fell to the ground. 

23 [no obj\ : to stop trying to resist or oppose something : to 
give in or submit to pressure • Doth sides refuse to give 
[=refuse to accept or agree to the demands of the other side] 
in this dispute. ■ For the strike to be settled, something has 
(got) to give\ [=one side or the other has to give in] 

24 [+ obj\ a — used to indicate a possible or assumed state 
or condition ■ Give him his books and his music and he’s hap¬ 
py. [=he is happy if he has his books and his music] ■ (If) Giv¬ 
en better conditions, she'd do the work even better. = She’d 
do the work even better (if) given better conditions. = If she 
were given better conditions, she’d do the work even better, 
b — used to say what you want to have or would prefer to 
have ■ “ ... give me liberty, or give me death!” [=1 would rath¬ 
er die than live without liberty] —Patrick Henry, Speech 
(1775) ■ The country’s OK—but give me the city any day! [=1 
prefer the city] 

25 [+ obj] informal — used in phrases like give a damn to say 
that you do not care at all about something ■ He angrily told 
her that he didn’t give a damn what she did. 

give as good as you get informal : to be as forceful in 
fighting or arguing against others as they are in fighting or 
arguing against you ■ She can give as good as she gets in an 
argument with just about anybody. 
give away [phrasal verb] 1 give (something) away or give 
away (something) a : to make a present of (something) ■ 
For a limited time only our store is giving away [ =giving\ a 
free can of soda to each and every one of our customers! ■ 
Our prices are so cheap we’re practically giving away ev¬ 
erything in our store! b : to lose (something) in a careless 
way ■ He virtually gave the election away when he made a 
racist remark. ■ The pitcher gave the game away by walk¬ 
ing four batters in a row. C : to allow (something hidden 
or secret) to become known ■ The way she looked at him 
gave away her real feelings for him. ■ Please don’t give away 
[-reveal] how the trick is done. — see also giveaway, 
giveaway price, give the game away at ‘game 2 give 
(someone) away also give away (someone) a : to bring 
(the bride) to the groom at a wedding • Traditionally, it’s 
the father of the bride who gives his daughter away at the 
wedding, b : to reveal the truth about (someone) "His 
fellow conspirators gave him away to the police. [=they be¬ 
trayed him to the police] • His accent gave him away as a 
northerner. [=his accent showed that he was a northerner] 
give back [phrasal verb\ give (something) back or give back 
(something) : to cause someone to have (something) again 
: to return or restore (something) to someone ■ He gave 
back the money he found to the person who’d lost it. ■ Her 
encouragement helped to give me back my self-confidence. 
[=her encouragement helped me to get my self-confidence 
back] ■ They agreed to give him his old job back. — see 
also GIVEBACK 
give birth see birth 
give chase see ‘chase 
give ground see ‘ground 

give in [phrasal verb ] 1 : to stop trying to fight or resist 

something : to agree to do or accept something that you 
have been resisting or opposing • The strike has been going 
on for weeks, and neither side seems willing to give in. — 
often + to ■ He refused to give in to their demands. [=he re¬ 
fused to do what they demanded that he do] 2 give 
(something) in or give in (something) Brit : to give (some¬ 
thing) to a person who has authority to review or accept it 
* give in [=(C/5) hand in] an assignment 
give it a rest, give (something) a rest see 2 rest 
give me a break, give (someone) a break see 2 break 
give of [phrasal verb ] give of yourself or give of your time 


formal : to use your time and effort to help others ■ They 
freely gave of their time when their help was needed. 

give off [phrasal verb] give off (something) : to send (light, 
energy, etc.) out from a source * The telescope can detect 
light given off [-emitted] by distant galaxies. ■ The garbage 
gave off an unpleasant smell. ■ The chimneys gave off thick, 
black smoke. 

give on to also give onto [phrasal verb] give on to (some¬ 
thing) also give onto (something) Brit: to provide a view of 
or a passage to (something) • The door givey directly on to 
the garden. • The rooms give onto a hall. 

give or take — used to indicate that the stated amount is 
approximate and might be increased or decreased by a 
specified amount ■ He ran a mile, give or take a few yards. ■ 
The movie lasted three hours, give or take a few minutes ei¬ 
ther way. ■ ( informal) He ran a mile, give or take. [=he ran 
about a mile] 

give out [phrasal verb] 1 : to stop working ■ The plane’s en¬ 
gine sputtered and gave out , forcing an emergency landing. 

■ His voice gave out. I=he was unable to talk] ■ His courage 
finally gave out. [=he lost his courage] 2 : to become used 
up • Our supply of fuel had almost given out [-run out] en¬ 
tirely. 3 give out (something) : to produce (noise, light, 
etc.) • The brakes gave out a loud squeal. ■ The woodstove 
gives out a lot of heat. 4 give (something) out or give out 
(something) : to give (something) to many people : to 
hand out (something) ■ They gave out copies of the news¬ 
letter. ■ He’s always giving out unwanted advice. 

give over [phrasal verb] Brit, informal : to stop doing some¬ 
thing that is annoying or unpleasant ■ Oh, give over ! I’m 
tired of your complaints! — often + -ing verb ■ They even¬ 
tually gave over bothering me [=stopped bothering me] and 
let me alone. 

give over to [phrasal verb] give (something) over to (some¬ 
one) 1 : to give (something) to (someone) to have, use, 
do, etc. ■ She has given most of her work over to her assis¬ 
tant. 2 give (yourself) over to (something) : to allow 
(yourself) to be fully affected by, controlled by, or in¬ 
volved in (something) ■ He gave himself over to despair. 
l=he was overcome by despair] ■ She gave herself over com¬ 
pletely to her work. [=she devoted all of her attention and 
energy to her work] 3 Something that is given over to a 
specified purpose is used for that purpose. • One of the up¬ 
stairs rooms is given over to storage. • Much of her time re¬ 
cently has been given over to researching her family histo¬ 
ry- 

give place to see ‘place 

give rise to see 2 rise 

give up [phrasal verb] 1 : to stop an activity or effort : to 
admit that you cannot do something and stop trying 
: quit • He vowed that he would never give up. ■ I give up\ I 
don’t know what more I can do to please my girlfriend! ■ 
‘‘How many prime numbers are there between 1 and 100? 
Well, do you give up!" ‘‘OK, I give up\" 2 give (something) 
up or give up (something) a : to stop having, doing, or us¬ 
ing (something) • He was forced to give up his job. ■ She re¬ 
fused to give up trying. ■ My doctor uiged me to give up 
smoking/cigarettes. ■ Rescuers have not yet given up hope 
that more survivors will be found. ■ He gave up his seat to 
an elderly woman. I=he got out of his seat so that an elder¬ 
ly woman could sit there] b : to stop trying to do (some¬ 
thing) ■ We did our best to repair the engine, but in the end 
we had to give it up as impossible. C sports : to allow (a 
score, a hit, etc.) by an opposing team or player • The de¬ 
fense gave up two touchdowns in the first quarter. ■ The 
pitcher didn’t give up a hit till the ninth inning. 3 give 
(yourself) up : to surrender (yourself) as a prisoner ■ The 
fugitive eventually gave himself up (to the police/authori¬ 
ties). 4 give (someone) up a : to stop trying to improve 
the condition of (someone) because it seems hopeless • The 
teacher gave him up as a. hopeless case. ■ The doctors gave 
him up for dead. [=the doctors said that he was certain to 
die] b : to stop having hope of seeing (someone) ■ We’d 
given you up (for lost) hours ago! 5 give (yourself) up to 
(something) : to allow (yourself) to be fully affected by, 
controlled by, or involved in (something) "He gave himself 
up to despair. ■ She gave herself up completely to her work. 
6 give up on (someone) a : to stop trying to improve the 
condition of (someone) "He has gotten in trouble many 
times, but his parents have never given up on him. ■ Please 
don’t give up on me. I promise I’ll do better, b : to stop 
having hope of seeing (someone) ■ We’d given up on you 
hours ago! 7 give up on (something) : to stop trying to do 
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or achieve (something) ■ They have given up on their plan 
to build a new factory. ■ She hasn’t given up on trying to 
convince her husband to buy a new car. 
give up the ghost see 'ghost 
give way see 'way 

What gives? informal — used to ask the reason for some¬ 
thing * You’ve been acting weird all week. What gives ? 
[=why are you acting weird?] 

2 give noun [noncount] : the ability of a material to bend or 
stretch ■ This fabric has a lot of give. [=this fabric is very flex¬ 
ible] 

give-and-take Agivan'teik/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the process by which people reach an agreement with 
each other by giving up something that was wanted and 
agreeing to some of the things wanted by the other person ■ 
A successful marriage requires a lot of give-and-take be¬ 
tween husband and wife. 

2 US : the act or process of exchanging ideas or comments ■ 
She enjoys a lot of friendly give-and-take with her customers. 

give-away / l giva,wei/ noun, pi -aways 

1 [singular] : something (such as a movement or a facial ex¬ 
pression) that clearly shows the truth or existence of some¬ 
thing that had not been known ■ The way she looked at him 
was a dead giveaway that they were more than just friends. 

2 [count] a : something that is given away free ■ The store is 
offering coffee mugs as free giveaways to attract new cus¬ 
tomers. b : an event at which things are given away ■ The 
store is staging a promotional giveaway to attract new cus¬ 
tomers. — see also give away at 1 give 

giveaway price noun, pi ~ prices [count] : a very low 
price ■ We’re selling everything in our store at low, low give¬ 
away prices. 

give-back /'giv,b 2 ek/ noun, pi -backs [count] US, business 
: a previous gain (such as increased wages or benefits) that is 
given back to a company by workers as part of an agreement 
■ The union had to agree to certain givebacks in order to save 
the jobs of all its members. — see also give back at 'give 
1 given /'givan/ adj — used to refer to a particular time, place, 
etc., that has been, will be, or might be specified ■ You’ll have 
to finish the exam within a given (amount of) time. ■ They 
agreed to meet again at a given location. ■ Climate has a great 
effect on the types of plants found in any given area. ■ You 
never know what might happen on any given night. 
given to — used to say that a person often behaves in a 
specified way ■ a man (very) much given to swearing/pro¬ 
fanity [=a man who swears often] ■ She is given to behaving 
selfishly. = She is given to selfishness. 
take (something) as given : to regard or accept (some¬ 
thing) as true or real ■ I think we can take their support as 
given. = I think we can take (it) as given that they will sup¬ 
port us. [=1 think we can assume that they will support us] 
2 given noun, pi -ens [count] : something that is regarded or 
accepted as true or real : a basic fact or assumption - In our 
system it is a given that all are equal before the law. ■ I think 
we can take (it) as a given that they will support us. 

3 given prep — used to indicate something that is being as¬ 
sumed or considered ■ Given the bad conditions under which 
the work was done, she has done it very well. = Given the fact 
that the work was done under bad conditions, she has done 
it very well. ■ Given a value of 5 for x, what is 2x? — often 
used in the phrase given that ■ Even given that the house is 
not in perfect condition, it’s still a great buy! 
given name noun, pi ~ names [count] US : first name 
giv-er /'giva*/ noun, pi -ers [count] : someone who gives 
something to another person ■ a giver of orders ■ a giver of 
unwanted advice — often used in combination ■ caregivers 
giz-mo / l giz l mou/ noun, pi -mos [count] informal : a usually 
small mechanical or electronic device : gadget ■ He broke 
the gizmo he uses to open and close his garage door, 
giz-zard /'giza-d/ noun, pi -zards [count] : a part in the 
stomach of a bird in which food is broken down into small 
pieces 

gla-cial /'gieijal/ adj 

1 : of or relating to glaciers ■ glacial flow/ice : produced or 
caused by glaciers ■ a glacial lake ■ glacial erosion 

2 [more most ~] : very cold : frigid ■ a glacial wind — 
sometimes used figuratively ■ a glacial stare 

3 [more most — ]: very slow ■ Progress on the bill has been 

glacial. ■ a glacial pace 

— gla-ciaMy adv •glacially slow progress 
gla-cier /'gleijas Brit 'glzesia/ noun, pi -ciers [count]: a very 


large area of ice that moves slowly down a slope or valley or 
over a wide area of land 

glad /'glsed/ adj glad-der; -dest [also more most ~] 

1 not used before a noun : feeling pleasure, joy, or delight ■ 
We’re glad [-happy] that he won. ■ We’re glad you could 
come. ■ I’m glad (that) things turned out so well. = I’m glad 
about how things turned out. — sometimes + of ■ She was 
glad of [-grateful for] the help her brother provided. — some¬ 
times + for • I’m glad for the chance to help. — sometimes 
followed by to + verb ■ I’m so glad to see you! ■ I’m glad to 
have the chance to help. 

2 not used before a noun : very willing to do something ■ I’ll 
be glad to answer any questions you may have. ■ I’d be (only 
too) glad to lend you the money. 

3 always used before a noun, old-fashioned : causing happi¬ 
ness and joy : pleasant ■ The mail brought glad news/tid¬ 
ings from our friends in England. ■ We’ve been through some 
sad times and some glad times. 

— glad-ly adv ■ I’ll gladly answer any questions you may 
have. ■ “Will you take questions from the audience?” 
“ Gladly] ” — glad-ness noun [noncount] ■ The news of 
their wedding fills my heart with gladness. 

glad-den /'gls-edn/ verb -dens; -dened; -den-ing [+ obj] 
old-fashioned : to make (someone) glad ■ We were gladdened 
by the news. = It gladdened us to hear the news. • Her news 
will gladden the hearts of her family and friends. [=will 
make her family and friends happy] 

glade /'gleid/ noun, pi glades [count] : a grassy open space 
in a forest 

glad—hand /'gl£ed,h£end/ verb -hands; -hand-ed; -hand¬ 
ing [+ obj] : to give a friendly welcome or greeting to (peo¬ 
ple) as a way of getting approval ■ politicians glad-handing 
voters 

glad-i-a-tor /'glsedUeita 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] : a man in 
ancient Rome who fought against another man or animal for 
public entertainment 

— glad-i-a-to-ri-al /jglcedijo'torijal/ adj ■ gladiatorial com¬ 
bat 

glad-i-O-lus /(glzedi'oulas/ noun, pi glad-i-o-li /,gl^di'ooli/ 
or glad-i-o-lus-es or US gladiolus [count] : a plant with 
long, stiff leaves and brightly colored flowers 

glad rags noun [plural] chiefly Brit, informal + old-fashioned 
: a person’s best clothes ■ He put on his glad rags to go to the 
party. 

glam /'glaem/ adj [more most ~] informal : glamorous ■ 
glam celebrities 

glam-or-ize also Brit glam-or-ise /'glaema.raiz/ verb -iz- 
es; -ized; -iz-ing 1+ obj] : to make (something) seem excit¬ 
ing and attractive ■ The movie was criticized for glamorizing 
crime and violence. ■ a novel that glamorizes war 

glam-or-OUS /'glzemaras/ adj [more most ~] : very excit¬ 
ing and attractive: full of glamour ■ She looked glamorous in 
her formal black gown. ■ She wore a glamorous black gown. ■ 
glamorous movie stars ■ A private investigator’s job isn’t as 
glamorous as people think. 

— glam-or-ous-ly adv 

glam-OUr also US glam-or /'glaema 1 / noun [noncount] : a 
very exciting and attractive quality ■ She left her hometown, 
attracted to the glamour of the big city. • an acting career 
filled with glitz and glamour ■ the glamour of the movie busi¬ 
ness ■ She’s a serious actress and not just another glamour 
girl. [=a beautiful woman who wears sexy and attractive 
clothing and makeup] ■ He’s one of the glamour boys of the 
football league. [=he’s a very popular and attractive player 
who gets a lot of attention] 

glam-Olir—puss /'glsema'ipus/ noun, pi -puss-es [count] 
informal + disapproving : a person (especially a woman) who 
is very attractive but not talented, smart, serious, etc. ■ a self- 
absorbed glamour-puss ■ a glamour-puss celebrity 
1 glance /'glaens, Brit 'gla:ns/ verb glanc-es; glanced; 
glanc-ing [no obj] 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to look at 
someone or something very quickly ■ Glancing down, she no¬ 
ticed her shoe was untied. ■ I glanced at my watch. ■ He sat 
quietly, glancing through a magazine. ■ She glanced up from 
her book when he entered the room. 

2 : to hit something and bounce off at an angle — usually + 
off ■ The arrow glanced off the shield. ■ Sunlight glanced off 
the surface of the pond. 

— glanc-ing /'glsensirj, Brit 'glainsirj/ adj, always used before 
a noun ■ A rock struck the windshield with a glancing 
blow. [=a rock glanced off the windshield] 
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glance noun, pi glances [ count] : a quick look • They ex- 
changed glances. [=looked at each other quickly] ■ He gave 
me a quick/passing glance over his shoulder. ■ I took/had a 
glance at the newspaper this morning. ■ He stole/darted a 
glance at her [=he looked at her quickly] as she walked by. 
at a glance : with a quick look ■ She was able to identify the 
problem at a glance, 
at first glance see ‘first 

gland /'glasnd/ noun, pi glands [count\ : an organ in the 
body that makes a substance (such as saliva, sweat, or bile) 
which is used by the body ■ sweat glands ■ the pituitary gland 
glan-du-lar /'glasncfeal^/ adj : of or relating to glands ■ glan¬ 
dular activity/cancer 

glandular fever noun [ noncount ] chiefly Brit, medical 

: MONONUCLEOSIS 

^lare /'gl ezr/verb glares; glared; glaring [no obj ] 

1 : to shine with a harsh, bright light ■ The sun glared down 
relentlessly. ■ The white snow glared in the morning sunlight. 

2 : to look directly at someone in an angry way • The teacher 
glared at him as he walked in late, synonyms see ‘gaze 

2 glare noun, pi glares 

1 : a harsh, bright light [singular] There was a glare coming 
off the water, [noncount] I was blinded by the glare of the 
approaching headlights. ■ I shielded my eyes from/against 
the glare of the sun. ■ The car’s headlights are designed to cut 
down on glare. — sometimes used figuratively to suggest the 
idea of a very bright light shining on someone who is being 
given a lot of public attention ■ He grew tired of living in the 
glare of the television cameras. ■ After the success of her first 
film, she could not escape the glare of publicity. 

2 [count] : an angry look ■ She responded to the reporters’ 
questions with an angry/icy glare. 

glaring /'gierirj/ adj 

1 [more most ~] : very obvious or noticeable ■ a glaring 
mistake/error/omission ■ a glaring example of racism 

2 : shining with a harsh, bright light ■ the glaring noonday 
sun 

3 : having a look of anger ■ glaring eyes 

— glar-ing-ly adv • a glaringly obvious mistake 
1 glass /‘glass, Brit 'gla:s/ noun, pi glass*es 

1 [noncount] : a hard usually transparent material that is 
used for making windows and other products ■ He broke the 
glass. — often used before another noun ■ a glass bowl/bot¬ 
tle — see also plate glass, stained glass 

2 [count] a : a drinking container made out of glass ■ The 
waiter filled our glasses with water. ■ an elegant wine glass 4* 
The expression raise a glass or raise your glasses is used to 
tell people to hold up their glasses and drink a toast as a way 
to wish someone happiness, success, etc. b : the amount 
held by a glass container ■ She drank two glasses of water. 

3 glasses [plural ] : a pair of glass or plastic lenses set into a 
frame and worn over the eyes to help a person see ■ I have to 
wear glasses [^spectacles, ( US) eyeglasses] for reading. = I 
have to wear reading glasses. ■ She was wearing dark glasses 
with thick black frames. ■ hom-rimmed glasses — see also 
FIELD GLASSES, MAGNIFYING GLASS, OPERA GLASSES 
people who live in glass houses shouldn’t throw stones 

— used to say that people who have faults should not crit¬ 
icize other people for having the same faults 
under glass : in a glass container ■ Most of the articles in 
the museum are preserved under glass. 

- see also hourglass, looking glass 

- glassful /'glass,ful, Brit 'glas,futy noun, pi -fuls [count] ■ 
had another glassful [=more commonly, glass] of beer 

2 glass verb glasses; glassed; glass*ing [+ obj] : to fit, 
protect, or enclose (something) with glass — usually + in • 
The porch is glassed in. 

glasS’blOW-ing /'glass,blowirj, Brit 'gla:s,bl3wio/ noun 
[noncount] : the art of shaping a piece of hot, melted glass by 
blowing air into it through a tube 

— glass-blow-er /'glass, blowa-, Brit 'glais.blawa 1 / noun, pi 
-ers [count] 

glass ceiling noun, pi ~ -ings [count] : an unfair system 
or set of attitudes that prevents some people (such as women 
or people of a certain race) from getting the most powerful 
jobs — usually singular ■ women executives trying to break 
through the glass ceiling 

glass«mak*er /‘glass,meika-, Brit 'gla:s,meik»/ noun, pi 
-ers [count] : a person who makes glass 
glass*ware /'glass,weas Brit 'gla:s,w£3/ noun [noncount] 

: things made of glass ■ a cabinet that holds glassware 
glassy /'glassi, Brit 'gla:si/ adj glass-i*er; -est 


1 : smooth and shiny : resembling glass ■ the glassy surface 
of the lake ■ a hard, glassy substance 

2 : not shiny or bright: dull and lifeless» glassy eyes ■ He was 
gazing out the window with a glassy stare. 

glau*CO*ma /glau'kouma, gla'kouma/ noun [noncount] 
medical : a disease in which pressure inside the eye causes 
gradual loss of vision 

1 glaze /'gleiz/ verb glaz*es; glazed; glaz*ing 

1 [+ obj] : to give a smooth and shiny coating to (something) 
■ The storm glazed the trees with ice. • Glaze the tart with 
melted jam. ■ glazed ceramic pots ■ a glazed doughnut [=a 
doughnut with a smooth, sugary coating] 

2 [no obj] : to become dull and lifeless — usually + over ■ His 
eyes glazed over [=he began to look very bored and tired] as 
the speech droned on. 

2 glaze noun, pi glazes : a liquid mixture that is put on the 
surface of something and that becomes shiny and smooth 
when it is dry [count] The pot is covered with a bright red 
glaze. * doughnuts with a chocolate glaze [noncount] The pot 
needs more glaze. 

gla*zier /'glei 3 as Brit 'gleizia/ noun.pl -ziers [count] : a per¬ 
son who puts glass in window frames 
1 gleam /'gliim/ noun, pi gleams 

1 [count] : a small, bright light ■ He saw the gleam of a flash¬ 
light in the distance. 

2 [singular] : a bright or shining quality * the rich gleam of 
the polished wood 

3 [count] : a small amount or sign of something ■ a gleam 
[-glimmer] of hope 

4 [count] : a small amount of emotion (such as happiness or 
excitement) that can be seen in someone’s eyes ■ Her father 
had a gleam in his eyes as he told the stoiy. 

2 gleam verb gleams; gleamed; gleam.ing [no obj ] : to 
shine brightly ■ The sun gleamed on the water. ■ His eyes 
were gleaming with delight, 
glean /'gli:n/ verb gleans; gleaned; gleaming 

1 1+ obj] a : to gather or collect (something) in a gradual 
way ■ She gleaned her data from various studies. ■ He has a 
collection of antique tools gleaned from flea markets and ga¬ 
rage sales, b : to search (something) carefully ■ They spent 
days gleaning the files for information. 

2 : to gather grain or other material that is left after the main 
crop has been gathered [no obj] They spent hours gleaning 
in the wheat fields. [+ obj] gleaning stray ears of com ■ glean¬ 
ing a vineyard 

— glean *er noun, pi -ers [count] 

glean*ings /'gliimqz/ noun [plural] : information, grain, 
etc., that is gathered ■ the gleanings of long hours of research 
glee /'gli:/ noun [noncount] : a strong feeling of happiness 
: great pleasure or satisfaction ■ They were dancing with/in 
glee. ■ He could hardly contain his glee over his victory. 

— glee*ful /'gliifal/ adj [more most ~] ■ a gleeful smile 
- glee*ful*ly /'gliifali/ adv ■ smiling gleefully 

glee club noun, pi ~ Clubs [count]: a group of people who 
sing together especially as a social activity in a school or col¬ 
lege 

glen /'glen/ noun, pi glens [count] : a narrow valley 
glib /'glib/ adj glib*ber; -best [also more most ~] disap¬ 
proving 

1 : said or done too easily or carelessly : showing little prep¬ 
aration or thought ■ Politicians need to do more than provide 
glib answers to difficult questions. ■ glib generalizations ■ the 
actor’s glib portrayal of a drug addict 

2 : speaking in a smooth, easy way that is not sincere ■ glib 
politicians 

— glib-ly adv • He talks glibly of returning to school, but I 
know he doesn’t have the discipline. — glib*ness noun 
[noncount] 

glide /'glaid/ verb glides; glid-ed; gliding 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
move in a smooth way ■ The swans glided over the surface of 
the lake. ■ We watched the skiers glide down the slope. 

2 of an airplane : to fly without engine power [no obj] The 
pilot/plane glided to a safe landing after the engine failed. [+ 
obj] The pilot glided the plane to a safe landing. 

— glide noun [singular] ■ the graceful glide of the swan ■ The 
plane went into a glide. 

glid*er /'glaida tj noun, pi -ers [count] : an aircraft that is 
similar to an airplane but without an engine — compare 
HANG GLIDER 

1 glim-mer /'ghmay noun, pi -mers [count] 

1 : a weak, unsteady light ■ the glimmer of a distant star 
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2 a : a faint idea or suggestion of something ■ Their first 
meeting with the new boss gave them a glimmer of what they 
could expect, b : a small amount or sign of something • a 
glimmer of light • a glimmer of hope ■ I saw a glimmer [-glint] 
of recognition in her eyes. 

2 glimmer verb -mers; -mered; -mer-ing [no obj \ : to shine 
in a weak, faint, or unsteady way ■ Candles glimmered in the 
windows of the inn. ■ Moonlight glimmered on the pond. ■ 
glimmering light 

glim-mer-ing /’glimani]/ noun, pi -ings [count] : glim¬ 
mer ■ a faint glimmering of light ■ glimmerings of hope 
1 glimpse /■glimps/ verb glimps-es; glimpsed; glimps¬ 
ing [+ obj ] : to look at or see (something or someone) for a 
very short time ■ We glimpsed him through the window as his 
car sped past. — sometimes used figuratively ■ The book al¬ 
lows us to glimpse the future of the computer industry. 
2 glimpse noun, pi glimpses [count] : a brief or quick view 
or look ■ We caught/got/had a glimpse of him through the 
window as his car sped past. ■ my first glimpse of [-my first 
look at] the city — often used figuratively ■ The book offers 
a glimpse into the future of the computer industry. 

1 glint /'glmt/ verb glints; glint-ed; glint-ing [no obj ] : to 
shine in small bright flashes ■ The sun glinted off the tops of 
the waves. ■ The waves glinted in the sunlight. 

2 glint noun, pi glints [count] 

1 : a small flash of light "He saw glints of sunlight on the riv¬ 
er’s surface. 

2 : a small amount of emotion seen in a person’s eyes ■ I 
thought I detected a glint [= glimmer ] of recognition when I 
met her. ■ He had a playful glint in his eyes. = He had a glint 
of playfulness in his eyes. 

glis-ten /'glisn/ verb -tens; -tened; -ten-ing [no obj \ : to 
shine with light reflected off a wet surface ■ Rain made the 
streets glisten. ■ The streets glistened in the rain. ■ Her eyes 
glistened with tears/emotion. ■ a long beach of glistening sand 
glitch /'ghlf/ noun, pi glitch.es [count] informal : an unex¬ 
pected and usually minor problem ■ Glitches in the speaker’s 
schedule caused some delays.; especially : a minor problem 
with a machine or device (such as a computer) ■ A technical 
glitch caused a temporary shutdown. ■ computer/software 
glitches 

1 glit«ter /'glita•/ verb -ters; -tered; -terming [no obj] : to shine 
brightly : to shine with bright points of light ■ The sequins on 
her dress glittered in the sun. ■ Her eyes glittered with intelli¬ 
gence and amusement. 

2 glitter noun [noncount] 

1 : light that shines in small, bright points ■ the glitter of dia¬ 
monds 

2 : an appealing, fancy, and exciting quality : a glamorous 
quality ■ He was drawn to the glitter of the city’s nightlife. 

3 : small, shiny objects used to decorate a surface 

— glit-tery /'glitari/ adj [more most ~] ■ a glittery gown/ 
nightclub 

glit*te*ra*ti /.glita'raiti/ noun [plural] informal : people who 
are famous, wealthy, and attractive — usually used with the • 
She’s frequently seen at parties attended by the Hollywood 
glitterati. ■ His new restaurant is popular among the glitterati. 
glittering adj [more most ~] 

1 : shining brightly ■ glittering stars 

2 a : very attractive or appealing in a fancy or exciting way ■ 
The party was attended by a glittering array of celebrities. ■ 
glittering prizes b chiefly Brit : very successful or impressive 
• a glittering triumph • a glittering career 

glitz /■glits/ noun [noncount] often disapproving : a very fancy 
and attractive quality that is associated with rich or famous 
people • She grew tired of the glitz and glamour of Holly¬ 
wood life. ■ The casino was all glitz. 

— glitzy /‘glitsi /adj glitz-i-er; -est ■ a glitzy casino 
gloaming /'gloumn]/ noun 

the gloaming literary : the low light that is seen in the 
evening as the sun sets ■ Fireflies twinkled in the gloaming. 
[=in the twilight; at dusk] 

gloat /'glout/ verb gloats; gloat-ed; gloat-ing [no obj] : to 
show in an improper or selfish way that you are happy with 
your own success or another person’s failure ■ After such a 
tough campaign, they’re gloating over their victory in the 
election. ■ All right, you won. There’s no need to gloat (about 
it). ■ a gloating remark/look 

— gloat*ing*ly adv ■ They spoke gloatingly about their vic¬ 
tory. 

glob /'gla:b/ noun, pi globs [count] informal : a large, round 
drop of something soft or wet : blob ■ A glob of ice cream 


was stuck to his mustache. ■ globs of whipped cream 
qlob«al /'gloubal/ adj 

1 : involving the entire world ■ the global economy ■ global 
fame ■ English is becoming a global language. 

2 : involving all of something and especially a computer sys¬ 
tem, file, etc. ■ The program allows users to do global search¬ 
es through all the available data. 

— glob-al-ly /'gloubali/ adv ■ The game will be televised glo¬ 
bally. ^throughout the world] ■ a globally recognized 
problem 

glob*al*ize also Brit glob-al-ise /'gloub3,laiz/ verb -iz-es; 
-ized; -iz-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to make (something) cover, involve, or affect the 
entire world ■ The economy has become globalized. ■ global¬ 
ize a company’s operations 

2 [no obj] of a business : to begin to operate throughout the 
world ■ The company is planning to globalize. 

— glob*al-i-za-tion also Brit glob-al-i-sa-tion 
Agloubala'zeijan, Brit ,gl3ub3,lai'zeij3n/ noun [noncount] • 
the globalization of the economy/company 

global Village noun [singular] : the world seen as a com¬ 
munity in which people are connected by computers, televi¬ 
sion, etc., and all depend on one another 
global warming noun [noncount] : the recent increase in 
the world’s temperature that is believed to be caused by the 
increase of certain gases (such as carbon dioxide) in the at¬ 
mosphere ■ World leaders will address the problem of global 
warming. — compare greenhouse effect 
globe /■gloub/ noun, pi globes 

1 [count] : an object that is shaped like a large ball with a 
map of the world on it ■ She has a globe in her office. 

2 the globe : the earth ■ satellites circling the globe • His 
fame has spread around the globe. 

3 [count]: a round object: sphere ■ The tree was decorated 
with colorful glass globes. 

— glob*u*lar /■glarbjala*/ adj ■ globular [around] fruit ■ a 
globular shape 

globe—troMer /'gloub,traitay noun, pi -ters [count] : a 
person who frequently travels to different places around the 
world 

— globe—trot-ting /'gloub,traitii]/ noun [noncount] ■ a life 
of globe-trotting — globe-trotting adj • a globe-trotting 
diplomat 

glob'Ule /'gla:,bju:l/ noun, pi -ules [count] : a tiny ball of 
something (such as a thick liquid) ■ globules of fat/mercury 
glock-en-spiel /'glarkanjpi:!/nown, p/ -spiels [count] : a 
musical instrument that has a line of flat metal bars of differ¬ 
ent sizes that are hit with two special sticks 
glom /■glann/ verb gloms; glommed; glom-ming [+ obj] 
US, informal : to take or get (something) ■ The book consists 
of a collection of humorous essays glommed [-taken] from 
popular magazines. 

glom on to or glom onto [phrasal verb] glom on to (some¬ 
thing or someone) or glom onto (something or someone) 
1 : to take (something) for your own use • He glommed on 
to other people’s ideas as if they were his own. 2 : to be¬ 
come strongly attached to or associated with (someone or 
something) ■ The coating gloms on to the plastic during 
heating. ■ He glommed onto me at the party, and I was 
stuck talking to him all night. 3 : to become aware of 
(something) ■ Other businesses have not yet glommed on to 
the potential of this new technology, 
gloom /'glu:m/ noun [noncount] 

1 : partial or total darkness ■ The painting captures the 
gloom of a foggy night. ■ He walked away, disappearing into 
the gloom. ■ the gloom of the forest 

2 : a feeling of sadness ■ He was often subject to periods of 
gloom. ■ A cloud of gloom has descended over the city. ■ The 
papers are filled with stories of gloom and doom. [=with sad 
and tragic stories] 

gloomy /'gluimi/ adj gloom-i-er; -est [also more most 
~] 

1 : somewhat dark ■ a gloomy hallway : not bright or sunny • 
We’ve had a week of gloomy weather. 

2 : causing feelings of sadness ■ The news continues to be 
gloomy. • a gloomy landscape : not hopeful or promising ■ 
She doesn’t agree with their gloomy economic forecasts. ■ His 
book paints a gloomy picture of the prospects for peace. 

3 : sad or depressed ■ I’ve never seen you looking so gloomy. 

— gloom-i-ly /'gluimali/ adv • They gloomily surveyed the 
fire damage. — gloom-i-ness /'gluiminas/ noun [non¬ 
count] ■ the gloominess of the hallway/weather/future 
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glop /'gla:p/ noun, pi glops chiefly US, informal : a thick, 
wet mixture or quantity of something unpleasant [non¬ 
count] I remember the glop they used to feed us for school 
lunch, [count] She always puts big glops [=globs] of ketchup 
on her fries. 

— glop-py /'gla:pi/ adj glop-pi-er; -est ■ a gloppy mess 
glorified adj, always used before a noun — used to say that 

someone or something that seems to be impressive is actual¬ 
ly not very important, powerful, etc. ■ His title is Assistant to 
the Director, but he’s really just a glorified errand boy. 
glo-fhfy/'glora.fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to honor or praise (a god or goddess) ■ Glorify and give 
thanks to God. 

2 : to make (something) seem much better or more impor¬ 
tant than it really is ■ The film glorifies violence. I=the film 
makes violence seem exciting or appealing] 

— glo-ri-fi-ca-tion /^lorefa'keijgn/ noun [noncount] ■ Crit¬ 
ics object to the film’s glorification of violence. 

glori'OUS/'glorijss/at# [more most ~] 

1 : having or deserving glory, fame, or honor ■ He had a long 
and glorious military career. ■ The old ruins give only a hint 
of the city’s glorious past. • The government has described 
the battle as a glorious victory. 

2 : very beautiful or delightful ■ Our room had a glorious 
view of the mountains. ■ a glorious sunset ■ glorious music ■ 
What a glorious day! 

— glo-ri*ous*ly adv ■ a gloriously beautiful sunset — some¬ 
times used for emphasis ■ They were all gloriously [= ex¬ 
tremely ] drunk. — glo*ri-ous>ness noun [noncount] 

1 glory /'glori/ noun, pi -ries 

1 [noncount] a : public praise, honor, and fame ■ As a 
young soldier he dreamed of winning military glory. • He 
now has only a few trophies to remind him of the glory of his 
athletic career. ■ He claimed that everything he did was done 
for the greater glory of his country. [=was done to bring hon¬ 
or to his country] • Neither candidate has exactly covered 
himself In/with glory [=neither candidate has been very suc¬ 
cessful or impressive] during this campaign. ■ They are bask¬ 
ing in the glory of their success. [=they are enjoying the at¬ 
tention that has been given to them because of their success] 

— see also reflected glory b : praise of a god or god¬ 
dess • Let us give glory to God. ■ Glory be to God. 

2 [count] : something that brings praise or fame to someone 
or something : something that is a source of great pride • The 
glory of the town is its fountain. ■ an art exhibit showing off 
the glories of ancient civilizations ■ He intends this movie to 
be the crowning glory [=the final, most successful part or 
achievement] of his career as a filmmaker. 

3 [noncount] a : a state of great happiness or satisfaction ■ 
When she’s on stage, she’s in her glory. [=she is at her best; 
she is most happy] b : a state of great success or beauty ■ 
The new owners are trying to restore the company/building 
to its former glory. ■ The beautiful art reminds us of the glory 
of the empire. ■ The autumn leaves are in their glory now. 
[=they are at their most beautiful stage now] ■ He was there 
in all his glory. [=he was there looking very well or impres¬ 
sive] 

glory be! old-fashioned — used to express surprise or happi¬ 
ness ■ You’re pregnant? Well, glory be\ 
glory days/years : a time in the past that is remembered for 
great success or happiness ■ The team’s glory days are long 
gone. ■ His glory years as an actor are now far behind him. 
go to (your) glory old-fashioned : to die ■ remembering 
those who have gone to their glory 
no guts, no glory see ‘gut 

— see also MORNING GLORY 

2 glory verb -ries; -ried; -ry-ing 

glory in [phrasal verb] glory in (something) : to feel or show 
great joy or pleasure because of (something) ■ They gloried 
in their country’s success. 

1 glOSS /'gla:s/ noun 

1 [singular] : the brightness of a smooth and shiny surface • 
He polished the car to a high gloss. [=until it was very shiny] 

2 : an attractive quality or appearance that hides the way a 
person or thing really is [noncount] He was all gloss and no 
substance, [singular] Her ruthless ambition was covered by 
a thing/oss of good manners. 

3 [noncount] : a type of makeup that is used to add shine and 
often color to the lips ■ lip gloss 

— compare 3 gloss 

2 gloss verb gloss*es; glossed; gloss-ing 

gloss over [phrasal verb] gloss over (something) : to treat 


or describe (something, such as a serious problem or error) 
as if it were not important ■ He glossed over the accident. ■ 
The problems were ignored or glossed over. 

— compare “gloss 

3 gloSS noun, pi glosses [count] : a brief explanation of the 
meaning of a word used in a text ■ The book’s introductory 
chapters include helpful glosses for/of many unfamiliar 
terms. — compare 1 gloss 

4 gloss verb glosses; glossed; glossing [+ obj ] : to give 
the meaning of (a word or phrase used in a text) • Many un¬ 
familiar terms are glossed in the book’s introduction. ■ Schol¬ 
ars have glossed this term as (meaning) “chisel.” — compare 
2 gloss 

glos-sa-ry /'glaisari/ noun, pi -ries [count] 

1 : a list that gives definitions of the hard or unusual words 
found in a book 

2 : a dictionary of the special terms in a particular field or 
job 

1 glossy /'glaisi/ acfi gloss-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 
: having a shiny, smooth surface ■ a glossy magazine cover ■ 
glossy paint ■ a plant with glossy green leaves 

— glossiness noun [noncount] 

2 glossy noun, pi gloss*ies [count] 

1 : a photograph with a shiny surface ■ an 8x10 [=8-inch by 
10-inch] glossy 

2 chiefly Brit : a popular magazine that is printed on smooth 
and shiny paper — usually plural ■ The glossies were filled 
with stories about his affair. 

glottal Stop noun, pi ~ stops [count] linguistics : a speech 
sound made by briefly stopping the flow of air through the 
vocal cords 

glot-tis /*gla:t3s/ noun, pi -tis*es [count] medical : the open¬ 
ing between the vocal cords in your throat 

— glot-tal /'gla:t]/ adj 

glove /'gLw/ noun, pi gloves [count] 

1 : a covering for the hand that has separate parts for each 
finger ■ a pair of gloves ■ latex/leather/rubber gloves 

— compare MITTEN; see also KID GLOVES 

2 a baseball : a padded leather covering for the hand that is 
used to catch the ball and that has individual thumb and fin¬ 
ger sections ■ a fielder’s glove — compare MITT b : a very 
thick, padded covering for the hand that is worn in the sport 
of boxing • a boxing glove — often used figuratively in the 
phrases take off the gloves and the gloves are off to say that 
people are beginning to criticize or attack each other in a 
very harsh and direct way ■ The candidates have taken off the 
gloves and started to make personal attacks against each oth¬ 
er. ■ It’s the end of the campaign, and the gloves are off. 

fit (you) like a glove see 2 fit 
hand in glove see ‘hand 

— gloved /'glAvd/ adj ■ a gloved hand I=a hand wearing a 
glove] 


alova 
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glove compartment noun, pi — -merits [count ]: a small 
storage area in front of the front seat of a car, truck, etc. — 
called also glove box ; see picture at car 
glove puppet noun, pi - pets [count] Brit : hand pup¬ 

pet 

1 glpw /'glou/ verb glows; glowed; glow-ing [no obj] 

1 a : to shine with low light and heat but usually without 
flame ■ The coals glowed in the fireplace. ■ The fireplace 
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glowed with the dying coals, b : to shine with a steady light 
■ The lamp glowed (brightly/softly) in the window. • This toy 
glows in the dark. 

2 a : to have a warm, reddish color from exercise, emotion, 
etc. — often + with ■ Her face was glowing with embarrass¬ 
ment. b : to look happy, excited, or healthy — usually + 
with • Her parents glowed with pride [=they looked very hap¬ 
py and proud] as she was given her diploma. ■ The children 
were glowing with pleasure/excitement. 

2 CjlOW noun [singular] 

1 : a soft and steady light ■ We could see the glow of the lamp 
in the window. ■ The town’s lights cast di glow on the horizon. 

2 : a pink color in your face from exercising, being excited, 
etc. ■ the rosy glow of health 

3 a : a pleasant feeling * He felt a glow as he remembered the 
day they first met ■ Their problems were all forgotten in the 
glow of victory, b : physical warmth or heat ■ She felt the 
glow from the fireplace. 

glow*er /'glawa-/ verb -ers; -ered; -er-ing [no obj ]: to look 
at someone or something in an angry way ■ The librarian 
glowered at us when she heard us laughing. — sometimes 
used figuratively • a glowering [-dark, forbidding ] sky 

— glower noun, pi -ers [count] ■ The librarian looked at us 
with a glower of annoyance. 

glowing ad/ [more most ~J 

1 : very enthusiastic : full of praise • Her previous boss gave 
her a glowing recommendation. ■ The book has received 
glowing reviews. ■ They spoke about their trip in glowing 
terms. [=they described their trip in a very enthusiastic way] 

2 : having a warm color ■ She has a glowing complexion. 

— glow-ing-ly /'glowirjli/ adv • They spoke glowingly about 
their trip. 

glow*WOrm /'glou.wam/ noun, pi -worms [count] : a type 
of insect that produces a small amount of light from its body 
glU'COSe /'glui.koos/ noun [noncount] technical : a type of 
sugar that is found in plants and fruits 
1 qlue /'glu:/ noun, pi glues : a substance used to stick things 
tightly together [noncount] a tube of glue [count] The hard¬ 
ware store offers several different glues, 
stick like glue see 2 stick 

— glu-ey /*glu:wi/ ad/ glu-i-er; -est ■ a. gluey [=sticky] mess 
2 qlue verb glues; glued; glu*ing also gluedng [+ obj] 

1 : to make (something) stick to something else by using 
glue ■ I glued the pieces of the cup back together. ■ I glued the 
handle (back) on/onto the cup. 

2 : to stay in one place because of interest, shock, excite¬ 
ment, etc. — usually used as glued to • He spends his days 
glued to the television. [=he watches television all day] ■ We 
spent several anxious hours glued to the phone as we waited 
for news of her condition. ■ a thriller that will keep you glued 
to your seat 

keep your eyes glued to see ‘eye 
glum /'gUm/ adj glum-mer; -mest : sad or depressed ■ 
There’s no need to look so glum —things will get better soon. 
* There was a glum silence in the room. 

— glum-ly mdv • “It’s no good,” he said glumly. — glum¬ 
ness noun [noncount] 

’glut /'gUt/ noun, pi gluts [count] : too much of something 
: a supply of something that is much more than is needed or 
wanted — usually singular ■ a glut of oil on the market 
2 giut verb gluts; glutted; glutting [+ obj] : to fill (some¬ 
thing) with more of something than is needed or wanted ■ 
The market is glutted with oil. 

glu-ten /'gluitri/ noun [noncount] : a substance in wheat and 
flour that holds dough together 
glU*ti*riOUS /'gluitnas/ adj [more —; most ~] : sticky ■ glu¬ 
tinous rice 

glut*ton /'glAtn/ noun, pi -tons [count] 

1 : a person who eats too much 

2 : someone who wants a large amount of something — + 
for ■ She's a glutton for gossip. ■ That guy's a real glutton for 
punishment. [=he seems to enjoy things that other people 
dislike] 

— glut>ton-ous /'glAtonas/ adj [more most ~] ■ He’s a 
gluttonous little boy. — gluMon-ous-ly adv ■ eating glut¬ 
tonously 

gluMony /'glAtani/ noun [noncount] : the act or habit of eat¬ 
ing or drinking too much 

glyc*er*in also glyc-er»ine /'ghsarsn/ noun [noncount] 
technical : a thick, sweet, clear liquid used in making medi¬ 
cines, food, soap, etc. 
gm abbr gram 


GM abbr 1 general manager 2 genetically modified 
G-man /'(fei:,m£en/p/ G-men /'tfei^mcn/ [count] US, 
informal + old-fashioned : a special agent of the U.S. Federal 
Bureau of Investigation : an FBI agent ■ a movie about gang¬ 
sters and G-men 

GMO abbr genetically modified organism ■ This food is 
GA/O-free. 

GMT abbr Greenwich Mean Time 
gnarled /'narald/ adi [more most ~] 

1 of wood : having many twists and hard bumps or knots ■ 
gnarled branches ■ an ancient gnarled tree 

2 : bumpy or twisted ■ the old man's gnarled fingers/hands 
gnarly /'naa-li/ adi gnarl-i-er; -est 

1 : gnarled ■ gnarly branches 

2 US slang a : very difficult or bad ■ a gnarly situation ■ a 
gnarly accident b : veiy good • some gnarly guitar playing 

gnash /'nee// verb gnash-es, gnashed; gnash-ing 
gnash your teeth 1 : to grind your teeth together ■ He 
gnashed his teeth in his sleep. 2 ; to show you are angry, 
upset, etc. ■ His opponents have been gnashing their teeth 
in/with frustration [=they have been showing their frustra¬ 
tion! since he won the election. ■ His election has caused 
some weeping and gnashing of teeth among his oppo¬ 
nents. 

gnat /'nset/ noun, pi gnats [count] : a small fly that bites 
people and animals 

gnaw /'no:/ verb gnaws; gnawed; gnawdng 

1 : to bite or chew (something) repeatedly [+ obj ] The dog 
was gnawing a bone, [no obj] He nervously gnawed on his 
fingernails. ■ Rabbits have gnawed at the hedge. 

2 [+ obj] : to make (a hole in something) by chewing • Rab¬ 
bits had gnawed a hole in the hedge. ■ Squirrels had gnawed 
their way into the attic. [=they had entered the attic by chew¬ 
ing a hole] 

gnaw at [phrasal verb] gnaw at (someone) : to be a source of 
worry or concern to (someone) • This problem has been 
gnawing at me day and night. • She says she’s fine, but I can 
see that something is gnawing at her. 
gnawing adj, always used before a noun [more most —] 
; causing feelings of doubt or worry that last for a long time ■ 
I have a gnawing suspicion that he won’t be there. ■ gnawing 
doubts 

gnoochi /'naiki/ noun [plural] : small balls of dough made 
from potatoes or flour that are boiled in water and usually 
served with a sauce in Italian cooking 
gnome /'noum/ noun, pi gnomes [count] 

1 in stories : a small creature who lives inside the earth and 
guards treasure A gnome looks like a little man and is of¬ 
ten shown wearing a pointed hat. 

2 : a statue that looks like a gnome and is often used outside 
in a garden ■ a garden gnome 

gno-mic /'noumik/ adj [more most ~] formal : said or 
written using few words that are difficult to understand ■ He 
made gnomic utterances concerning death. ■ gnomic writing/ 
wisdom 

GNP abbr gross national product 
gnu /'nu:/ noun, pi gnu or gnus [count] : wildebeest 
1 go /'goo/ verb goes /'gouz/; went /'went/; gone /'gain/; 
going /'gowio/ 

1 [no obj] a : to move or travel to a place ■ He went to the 
window and looked out at the yard. ■ She goes to the office 
every morning and comes home in the evening. ■ I’m tired. 
Let’s go home. ■ She went downstairs to the kitchen. ■ The 
train goes from New York to Chicago. ■ Halt! Who goes 
there ? [=who is there?; who is coming this way?] b : to 
travel to and stay in (a place) for a particular amount of time 
■ I went with my family to Rome last year. ■ We're going to 
Iowa for a week. C : to move or travel in a particular way 
or for a particular distance ■ The car was going too fast. ■ 
How much farther do we have to gol ■ She went a long way 
to see him. ■ We went many miles that day. ■ Go straight for 
two blocks, then go right/left at the light. ■ The street is 
blocked, so we’ll have to go around. — often used figurative¬ 
ly ■ Their relationship doesn’t seem to be going anywhere. 
[=doesn’t seem to be making any progress! ■ Where do we go 
from herel [=what do we do now?] ■ We’ve accomplished a 
lot, but we still have a long way to go. [=we have much more 
to dol ■ She has a lot of talent. If she works hard, she should 
go far. [=she should be very successful] ■ These changes will 
go a long way toward solving the dispute. ■ Would you go so 
far as to call them dishonest? [=would you say that they are 
dishonest?! ■ This time you’ve gone too far*. [=you’ve done 
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something that cannot be allowed] 

2 a [no obj ]: to move to or be at a place (such as an office or 
school) for work, study, etc. — + to • She goes to church on 
Sunday. • She goes to work from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. ■ Their son 
is going to college in Florida. [=he is attending a college in 
Florida] ■ He went to prison for his crimes, b [no obj ]: to do 
something that involves moving or traveling to a place — of¬ 
ten + on ■ We’re going on vacation next week. ■ The thieves 
went on a crime spree. — often + -ing verb ■ The neighbors 
went running [=the neighbors ran] when they heard the 
screams. ■ I like to go walking/swimming/shopping. (=1 like to 
walk/swim/shop] — see also go for 5 (below) c [no obj] 

: to move or travel to a place for a particular purpose ■ I went 
to see them last week. ■ We went to see a movie last night. = 
We went to a movie last night. ■ Are you going to the wed¬ 
ding? [=do you plan to attend the wedding?] ■ I may go to see 
them next week. = I may go and see them next week. = (US) I 
may go see them next week. ^ In informal spoken English, 
go and is used to emphasize a following verb. It usually ex¬ 
presses anger or annoyance. ■ Now you’ve gone and ruined 
it! ■ They went and changed it! ■ Go and get me a towel! In 
U.S. English, go by itself is also sometimes used this way. ■ 
Why did you have to go ruin it?! ■ Go get me a towel! d [+ 
obj] informal : to engage in (doing something) ■ Don’t go tell¬ 
ing everyone what happened. [=don’t tell everyone what hap¬ 
pened] ■ He went blabbing the news all over the place. 

3 [no obj] a : to leave a place ■ It's getting late. I should go 
now. ■ It’s time to go. ■ I was just going when the phone rang, 
b : to leave a job, position, etc. ■ Pack up your desk and go. ■ 
She’s retiring soon, and it’ll be sad for all of us to see her go. 

4 : to lie or move along a particular route or in a particular 
direction [no obj ] The road goes from the town to the lake. 1 
His land goes almost all the way down to the river. [+ obj\ 
Are you going my way? I=are you going in the same direc¬ 
tion that I’m going in?] ■ The car went the length of the street 
and then turned around. — often used figuratively ■ She 
went the conventional route [=she did the conventional 
thing] by going straight to college after high school. ■ He has 
always gone his own way. [=he has always done the things he 
wants to do instead of the things that most people do] 

5 [no obj ]: to provide a way to get to a place ■ That door goes 
to the cellar. [=you can get to the cellar by going through 
that door] ■ Where does this road go? 

6 [no obj ] : to be sent ■ The message went by e-mail to all 
members of the staff. 

7 [no obj ]: to be lost, used, or spent ■ I don’t know where the 
money goes. ■ I put my keys here a few minutes ago, and now 
they’re gone. = (Brit) I put my keys here a few minutes ago, 
and now they’ve gone. — often used with all • The money 
was all gone by Friday. = All (of) the money was gone by Fri¬ 
day. ■ “Is there any ice cream left?’’ “No, it’s all gone." 

8 [no obj] : to die ■ She went peacefully at about midnight. 

9 [no obj] a of time : to pass ■ The time/day seemed to go 
very quickly/slowly, b : to happen in a particular way ■ The 
evening went well/badly. ■ She worked hard to make the par¬ 
ty go according to plan. ■ The way things are going [=if 
things keep happening this way], I may get laid off. ■ We lost 
the game, but that’s the way it/life goes. [=it is a fact that bad 
or disappointing things will happen sometimes] 

10 [no obj] informal — used to talk or ask about how you 
are feeling • “How are things going ? = How’s everything go¬ 
ing? = How’s it going?" “Everything’s going well/fine/great.’’ 

11 [no obj ] : to be given up, thrown away, etc. ■ I want to 
keep these, but that one can go. • These old boxes have got to 
go. = These old boxes have to go. [=we have to get rid of 
these old boxes] 

12 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] a : to 
be sold ■ The house went for a good price. ■ The cabinets go 
for about S400. ■ The painting will go to the highest bidder 
b : to be willing to pay a certain price for something ■ I’ll go 
as high as $100, but not over that. 

13 [no obj] : to fail or become weak because of use, age, etc. 
■ His hearing has started to go. ■ The batteries in the flash¬ 
light are going and will have to be changed. 

14 [no obj] : to break because of force or pressure ■ The 
dam/roof is weakening and it could go at any time. 

15 [no obj] : to start doing something ■ Everyone’s here, so I 
think we’re ready to go. = (US, informal) I think we're good 
to go. 1=1 think we’re ready to start] — see also get going at 
GET 

16 [no obj] — used to describe the result of a contest, elec¬ 
tion, decision, etc. ■ The election went in her favor. (=she 
won the election] ■ The verdict went against him. 


17 [no obj] : to work in the usual or expected way ■ I 
couldn’t get the car to go. • I kept working on the engine un¬ 
til I finally got it going. [=1 finally got it to work/run] — see 
also keep going at 1 keep 

18a [linking verb] : to become — used to describe a change 
• The building has gone condo. [=the building has become a 
condominium] ■ British currency went decimal in 1971. — 
used especially to describe a change that is not wanted ■ The 
tire went flat. ■ The bread has gone stale. ■ The company went 
bankrupt. ■ Everything keeps going wrong, b [no obj] : to 
change ■ The leaves here go from green to red in the fall. ■ 
The situation went from bad to worse. 

19 [linking verb) — used to describe someone’s or some¬ 
thing’s condition ■ I like to go barefoot in the summer. ■ 
There was nothing to eat, so we had to go hungry. ■ My let¬ 
ters have gone unanswered. [=have not been answered] ■ Her 
excellent work has not gone unnoticed/unappreciated, 
[^someone has noticed/appreciated her excellent work] 

20 [no obj] informal : to make a particular movement ■ Can 
you go like this with your eyebrows? [=can you move your 
eyebrows like this?] 

21 [no obj] — used to talk about a story, song, etc. ■ I can't 
remember how the story goes. [=1 can’t remember what hap¬ 
pens in the story] ■ The story/rumor/legend goes that he left 
home poor and came back rich. ■ The tune goes like this. 

22 [no obj] a : to be able to fit in or through a space ■ Will 
these clothes go in your suitcase? |=is there enough room for 
these clothes in your suitcase?] ■ The box was too big to go 
[=/if] through the door, b : to have a usual or proper place 
or position : belong ■ These books go on the top shelf. ■ 
Where do your keys go? 

23 [no obj] : to have authority : to require you to do what is 
said or demanded ■ What she says goes ! [=she is the boss; 
you have to do what she tells you to do] 

24 [no obj] informal : to use the toilet ■ One of the children 
said he had to go. — see also go to the bathroom at bath¬ 
room 

25 : to make a sound [no obj] The bell went and the class 
came to an end. ■ The music was going full blast. [=the music 
was being played as loud as possible] 1+ obj ] The gun went 
bang. ■ The cow went “moo.” 

26 [+ obj] informal : to say (something) — used in describing 
what people said in a conversation ■ So she goes, “Did you 
write this?” and I go, “Mind your own business!” 

27 [no obj] of a sports team or player : to have a specified 
record ■ The team went 11-2 last season. [=the team won 11 
games and lost 2 games last year] • The shortstop went two 
for four in yesterday’s game. [=the shortstop had two hits in 
four times at bat in yesterday’s game] 

anything goes : anything is acceptable : there are no rules 
for behavior, dress, etc. ■ She dresses conservatively at 
work, but on the weekends, anything goes, 
as (someone or something) goes — used to compare 
someone or something with someone or something else of 
the same kind * As lectures go, it was very interesting. 
be going Brit : to be available ■ There are no jobs going right 
now. 

be going to — used to talk about what will happen or could 
happen ■ It 's going to be cold tomorrow. [=it will be cold to¬ 
morrow] ■ It 's going to rain: if you don’t take an umbrella, 
you’re going to get soaked. ■ I am not going to tolerate [=1 
won’t tolerate] any more bad behavior! ■ I was just going to 
call him. 1=1 was about to call him] — see also gonna 
come and go see ‘come 
easy come, easy go see 2 easy 

go about [phrasal verb] go about (something) 1 : to start to 
do (something) ■ I’d like to fix this old radio but I don't 
know how to go about (doing) it. 2 : to do (something) ■ 
Despite the threat of war, most people are just quietly go¬ 
ing about their business. [=most people are just doing the 
things that they usually do] 
go a bundle on see ‘bundle 

go after [phrasal verb] 1 go after (someone) a : to follow 
and try to stop or catch (someone) ■ When the boy ran out 
the door, his mother quickly went after him. • The police 
went after the escaped criminal, b : to try to find and pun¬ 
ish (someone) ■ The government is going after people who 
cheat on their taxes. 2 go after (something or someone) 
: to try to get (something or someone) ■ If you want the 
job, you should just go after it. ■ She accused her friend of 
going after her husband. 

go against [phrasal verb] 1 go against (something) : to not 
agree with (something) ■ I won’t do anything that goes 
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against my conscience/beliefs/principles. ■ values that go 
against those of society 2 go against (someone or some¬ 
thing) a : to oppose (someone or something) ■ He was 
surprised when some of his former supporters went against 
him. ■ He was reluctant to go against his parents’ wishes. 
[=he was reluctant to do something that his parents did not 
want him to do] b : to compete against (a player or team) 
in a contest or game ■ The Red Sox will be going against the 
Yankees in tonight’s game. 3 go against (someone) : to 
not be good for (someone) : to not produce the result that 
is wanted by (someone) ■ Everything seemed to be going 
against her but she didn't give up hope. ■ The verdict went 
against the defendant. [=the verdict was not in favor of the 
defendant] 

go ahead \phrasal verb] 1 : to do or begin to do something 
■ Instead of waiting for approval, they just went ahead and 
started working on the project. : to do something after 
planning to do it or after getting permission to do it ■ De¬ 
spite the bad weather, they decided to go ahead with the 
party. ■ My boss told me to go ahead (with the work). ■ 
“Could 1 sit here?” “Sure, go (right) ahead." ■ “I probably 
shouldn’t have any more cake.’’ “Oh, go ahead. It won’t kill 
you.” — see also go-ahead 2 : to happen or proceed • 
Despite the weather, the party went ahead as planned. ■ Af¬ 
ter a brief delay, the work is now going ahead again. 3 
: to go or travel to a place before the other person or 
group that is with you • I’ll go (on) ahead and make sure 
that everything’s ready when you arrive. 
go all out: to do something with as much effort as possible ■ 
When he has a party, he likes to go all out. [=have a big and 
expensive party] • Her company always went all out [=did 
everything possible] to make the customer happy. — see 
also ALL-OUT 
go all the way see ‘way 

go along \phrasal verb] 1 : to continue or proceed ■ The 
project is going along smoothly. ■ On this job there’s a lot to 
learn—but I’m sure you’ll pick it up as you go along. • He 
was just making up the story as he went along. 2 : to go or 
travel with someone ■ They were going to the fair so I 
asked whether I could go along. — often + with ■ I asked 
whether I could go along with them. 3 : to agree to do or 
accept what other people want ■ We tried to convince him 
to support us but he refused to go along. — usually + with ■ 
He refused to go along with us. • He refused to go along with 
our plan. 4 : to be part of something — + with ■ If I want 
the job I have to accept the stress that goes along with it. 
go ape see 3 ape 

go around or chiefly Brit go round {phrasal verb] 

1 a always followed by an adverb or preposition : to go to dif¬ 
ferent places ■ She and her friends go around (together) to 
lots of clubs. = She goes around with her friends to lots of 
clubs, b chiefly Brit: to travel to a place that is nearby ■ I 
went round [=went over] to his flat. C — used to describe the 
way a person often dresses or behaves ■ She goes around 
(dressed) in a miniskirt. ■ You can’t go around treating people 
so rudely. 2 go around or go around (a place) : to go or pass 
from one person to another person ■ There’s a rumor going 
around (the office) that the boss is about to get fired. ■ An 
amusing story is going around. ■ There’s a nasty cold going 
around : I hope you don’t catch it. 3 go around or go around 
(something or someone) : to be long enough to pass all the 
way around (something or someone) ■ This belt isn’t long 
enough to go around (my waist). 4 If people want some¬ 
thing and there is enough/plenty to go around , there is 
enough for all of the people who want it or need it. ■ There 
aren’t enough jobs to go around. 5 what goes around comes 
around informal — used to say that if you treat other peo¬ 
ple badly you will eventually be treated badly by someone 
else 

go at {phrasal verb] 1 a go at (someone) : to attack (some¬ 
one) ■ They went at each other viciously, b go at it : to 
fight or argue ■ Our neighbors were arguing again last 
night. They went at it for almost an hour. 2 go at (some¬ 
thing) : to make an effort to do or deal with (something) ■ 
They had to go at the problem from many different angles 
before they finally solved it. • It was a tough job, and I was 
impressed by the energetic way he went at it. 
go away {phrasal verb] 1 a : to leave a place or person ■ She 
angrily told him to go away and stop bothering her. b : to 
leave your home for a period of time ■ They’re going away 
on vacation. ■ After graduating from high school, he went 
away to college. ■ a going-away present/party [=a present/ 
party for someone who is leaving to live, study, or travel in 


a distant place] 2 : to stop existing or happening : to end • 
I just wish there was some way to make the pain go away, 
go back {phrasal verb] 1 a : to return to a place ■ I forgot 
my purse and had to go back for it ■ What was it like to go 
back after so many years? ■ After college she went back 
home. ■ Go back inside! You’ll catch cold, b : to begin do¬ 
ing something again — + to • I turned off the alarm and 
went back to sleep. » He waved hello, then went right back 
to work. • She went back to eating her dinner. The phrase 

there’s no going back means that you have done or decid¬ 
ed something and cannot change it. ■ I’ve already signed 
the contract, so there’s no going back now. 2 a : to have 
existed for a particular amount of time or since a particu¬ 
lar period ■ These ruins go back hundreds of years. — of¬ 
ten + to ■ a tradition that goes back [=dates back] to colo¬ 
nial times b : to have known each other for a particular 
amount of time ■ We go back 30 years. ■ He and I go back a 
long way. = He and I go way back. [=he and I have known 
each other for many years] C : to think or talk about 
something from the past ■ To fully understand the issues, 
we have to go back a few years. — often + to ■ I’d like to go 
back to your earlier comment. [=I’d like to discuss it fur¬ 
ther] 3 go back on (something) : to not do what is re¬ 
quired by (something, such as a promise) ■ She went bock 
on her promise to help us. [=she failed to keep her prom¬ 
ise] * I would never go back on my word. 
go before {phrasal verb] 1 go before (someone) : to happen 
or exist at an earlier time than (someone) ■ We owe a great 
debt of gratitude to those who went before us. 2 go before 
(someone or something) : to be considered by (someone 
or something) for an official decision or judgment ■ The 
contestants will go before the judges tomorrow. ■ The case 
went before the court. 

go beyond {phrasal verb] go beyond (something) : to do 
more than (something) * She went beyond the call of duty. 
[=she did more than was required] ■ We need to go beyond 
merely talking about the problem. 
go by {phrasal verb] 1 of time : to pass ■ The morning 
seemed to go by very quickly/slowly. ■ Many years have 
gone by since the last time I saw her. ■ They have many 
happy memories of days gone by. l=bygone days, days/ 
times in the past] 2 go by (something) a : to be guided 
or directed by (something, such as a rule) ■ That’s a good 
rule to go by. b : to form an opinion from (something) ■ 
She may be guilty but we have very little evidence to go by. 
■ You can’t always go by appearances. I=you can’t always 
judge people or things by the way they look] 3 go by (a 
name) : to be known by (a name) ■ His name is Edwin but 
he goes by Ed. [=people call him Ed] 4 go by or go by 
(somewhere) : to go somewhere in order to visit someone ■ 
I went by (her house) to see her after school. 
go down {phrasal verb] 1 : to fall or crash to the ground ■ 
The airplane went down when one of its engines caught 
fire. ■ The boxer took a punch and went down hard. 2 : to 
sink into the water ■ The ship went down after hitting an 
iceberg. 3 a : to drop to a lower level ■ Prices are expect¬ 
ed to go down soon. ■ The quality of his work has been go¬ 
ing down. ■ She had a fever yesterday, but it went down this 
morning, b : to become less or smaller ■ It may take a few 
hours for the swelling to go down. 4 : to become less 
bright ■ The lights went down [=the lights were turned 
down] as the movie started. 5 of the sun or moon : to stop 
being visible in the sky : to set ■ The sun comes up in the 
morning and goes down at night. 6 a — used to say how 
easy or hard it is to eat or drink something ■ The medicine 
went down easily. [=it was easy to swallow the medicine] ■ I 
took a sip but it went down the wrong way. [=1 choked on 
my drink] b — used to say how easy or hard it is to ac¬ 
cept or agree to something ■ His suggestion didn’t go down 
[=go over] very well with his boss. [=his boss didn't like his 
suggestion] 7 : to lose or fail ■ Last year’s champion went 
down in the first round of the tournament this year. ■ The 
regime finally went down [=fell] in a wave of popular pro¬ 
test. 8 of a computer, system, etc. : to stop working ■ The 
network went down this morning. 9 : to be remembered 
or talked about as an important person, event, etc. ■ He 
will go down as one of the .greatest leaders this country has 
ever known. ■ His name will go down in history. 10 Brit, 
informal : to be sent to prison ■ He went down [=went to 
jail] for six years for the robbery. 11 somewhat informal 
: to travel to a place (especially one that is nearby or to the 
south) ■ I need to go down to the store for milk. * We went 
down south to visit relatives. 12 slang : to happen ■ We 



703 


go • go 


need to find out what’s going down. [=(more commonly) 
going on] 13 go down on (someone) slang : to perform 
oral sex on (someone) 14 go down with (an illness) Brit 
: to begin to have or suffer from (an illness) ■ He went 
down with [= caught , came down with ] measles. 

go easy, go easy on/with see 2 easy 

go figure see 2 figure 

go for \phrosdl verb ] 1 a go for (someone) : to attack 

(someone) ■ My dog went for the intruder, b go for (some¬ 
thing) : to try to get (something) ■ go for the prize • If you 
want to achieve success, you have to stop hesitating and 
just go for if. 2 go for (something) : to accept or agree to 
(something, such as a plan or suggestion) ■ I asked her to 
lend us some money, but she wouldn’t go for it. [=she 
wouldn’t agree to lend us moneyl 3 go for (someone or 
something) informal a : to like or be attracted to (some¬ 
one or something) ■ When I see how she looks at him, I can 
tell she really goes for him. • I don’t really go for modern 
art. ■ I could go for [=1 would likel a cup of coffee right 
now. b : to relate to or apply to (someone or something) ■ 
The rule goes for you, too. l=the rule also applies to you] • 
"I’d like ice cream for desert." “That goes for me too.” [=I’d 
like ice cream too] ■ The economy here has been growing 
stronger, and the same goes for [=the same is true for] 
many other areas. 4 go for (a price) : to be sold for (a par¬ 
ticular price) • The painting went for more than a million 
dollars. 5 go for (a walk, a drive, etc.) : to do an activity 
(such as walking or driving a car) that usually involves go¬ 
ing somewhere • She went for a walk/stroll after dinner. ■ 
On Saturday mornings we like to go for a drive out in the 
countryside. ■ Would anyone like to go for a swim? 6 If 
you have something going for you , you have a talent, skill, 
etc., that helps you. ■ She’s not as young as some of the oth¬ 
er athletes, but experience helps, and she has that going for 
her. [=she has an advantage because of her experience] • 
You should be more confident in yourself. You have a lot 
going for yoiA [=you have many talents, abilities, etc.] 

go great guns see ‘gun 

go in [phrasal verb ] 1 of the sun or moon : to become hid¬ 
den by a cloud ■ The afternoon got cooler after the sun 
went in. 2 go in for (something) : to like or be interested 
in (something) * She doesn’t go in for sports. 3 go in on 
(something) US, informal : to help pay for (something, 
such as a present) • Are you going to go in on the gift for 
her? • We all went in on the gift together. [=we all gave 
some money towards buying the gift] 4 go in with (some¬ 
one) : to join (someone) in a business, project, etc. ■ His 
brother-in-law went in with him on his new business. 

go into \phrasal verb] go into (something) 1 a : to start to 
be in (a different state or condition) ■ After she lost her job 
she went into a deep depression. [=she became very de¬ 
pressed] ■ The criminal has gone into hiding. [=the criminal 
is hiding] ■ After losing the election, she went into seclu¬ 
sion. — see also go into effect at ‘effect b : to start to 
move in (a different and usually bad way) ■ The car went 
into a skid. [=the car began to skid] • The plane went into a 
tailspin. 2 : to start to do (something) as a job or career • 
He wants to go into the priesthood. [=he wants to become a 
priest] ■ Their daughter is planning to go into medicine. 
[=to be a doctor; to get a job in the medical field] ■ Both his 
sons have gone into the army. [=joined the army] ■ His 
dream is to go into business for himself. [=to start his own 
business] 3 a : to talk about (something) ■ I’ll try to tell 
the story without going into too many details. = I’ll try not 
to go into too much detail. : to talk about the details of 
(something) ■ Having gone into the causes of the French 
Revolution, the book then discusses its effects. ■ “I’ve had a 
long day.” “What happened?” "I’ll tell you later. I don’t feel 
like going into it right now.” b : to try to get information 
about (something) — usually used as (be) gone into • A 
problem like that should really be gone into [=looked into] 
carefully. 4 : to be used for (something) ■ Lots of time, 
energy, and money have gone into (completing) the 
project. 5 mathematics — used to say how many times a 
number can be multiplied to produce a larger number ■ 6 
goes into 18 three times. [=18 divided by 6 equals 3] 

go it alone see 2 alone 

go off [ phrasal verb] A a of a bomb : to explode ■ The build¬ 
ing was evacuated before the bomb went off. b of a gun 
: to shoot • The gun went off accidentally, c of an alarm 
: to begin to make a sudden loud noise • I woke up when 
the alarm went off. 2 of lights, electricity, etc. : to stop 
working ■ The lights in the building suddenly went off. 3 


: to leave a place for a new place ■ He went off to join the 
army after graduating from high school. • She went off to 
America. 4 a : to occur or happen ■ The meeting went off 
as scheduled. [=the meeting happened when it was sched¬ 
uled to happen] b : to happen a particular way ■ The par¬ 
ty went off well. [=the party was a success] ■ The meeting 
went off poorly. 5 US, informal : to begin shouting at 
someone in an angry way — usually + on ■ Her boss went 
off on her because she was late again. 6 go off (someone 
or something) Brit: to stop liking (someone or something) 

■ She used to like him but now she's gone off him complete¬ 
ly. ■ My boss has gone off the idea, so it’s been cancelled. 7 
chiefly Brit a go off with (someone) : to leave (a spouse, 
partner, etc.) for someone else • He left his wife and went 
off with [=ran off with] some young thing, b go off with 
(something) : to take (something that belongs to someone 
else) away with you : steal ■ Someone went off with my 
pencil/wallet. 

go on \phrasal verb] 1 : to continue: such as a : to contin¬ 
ue on a journey ■ We stopped briefly in Detroit, and then 
went on to Chicago, b : to continue as time passes ■ Life 
goes on. • How much longer will the meeting go oril [=last] 
c : to continue doing something ■ She went on working 
[=she continued to work] after everyone else had stopped, 
d : to continue talking ■ He went on (and on) about how 
unfairly he had been treated. [=he talked about it for a 
long time] : to talk too much or too long about something 

■ She’s always going on about the importance of a good 
diet, e : to continue to be in the same situation or rela¬ 
tionship ■ We can’t go on like this. 2 : to go or travel to a 
place before another person or group that is with you ■ 
You go on (ahead). I’ll come later. 3 : to do or say some¬ 
thing else after you have finished doing or saying some¬ 
thing — usually + to • He accepted the nomination and 
went on to win the election. ■ After I finished reading the 
first book I immediately went on to the next one. • He went 
on to say that further tax increases would be necessary. ■ 
Everyone expected that she would go on to greater things. 
[=that she would become very successful] 4 : to happen ■ 
What’s going on ? ■ No one knows exactly what went on 
during their private meeting. — see also goings-on 5 of 
lights, electricity, etc. : to begin to work or function ■ The 
lights went on briefly and then went out again. 6 : to form 
an opinion or conclusion from something — used in the 
phrase to go on • There’s very little evidence to go on. 
[=there's very little evidence that can be used to form an 
opinion] 7 a — used in speech to urge someone to do 
something ■ Go on (and try it): you might actually like it! ■ 
"I probably shouldn’t have any more ice cream." "Oh, go 
on! It won’t hurt you to have a little more.” b chiefly Brit, 
informal + old-fashioned — used in speech to express dis¬ 
belief ■ “I used to be a spy." “Oh, go on." ■ A spy? Go on 
with you , then. [=1 don’t believe you] 8 go on at (some¬ 
one) chiefly Brit, informal : to criticize (someone) often or 
repeatedly ■ Quit going on at me all the time! — see v also go¬ 
ing on at 2 going 

go one better 1 : to achieve more : to move to a higher or 
better level ■ She qualified for the finals, then went one bet¬ 
ter and took first place. 2 go (someone or something) one 
better : to do better or more than (someone or something) 
: to outdo (someone or something) ■ The company has 
gone its competitors one better by offering new customers a 
special discount. 

go out \phrasal verb] 1 : to leave your home for an activity 
• I’m going out for a walk. I’ll be back soon. ■ We’re going 
out to get some lunch. • On Saturday nights he goes out 
drinking with his friends. 2 : to be sent from a person or 
place ■ The message went out by e-mail to all members of 
the staff. • Word has gone out that snow is expected. • Our 
thoughts and prayers go out to all the victims of this trag¬ 
edy. [=we are thinking of and praying for all the victims of 
this tragedy] 3 : to stop being popular or fashionable ■ 
That hairstyle went out years ago. • Short skirts have gone 
out of fashion. 4 a : to meet someone for a romantic so¬ 
cial activity : to go on a date with someone ■ They went out 
a couple of times, but it was never serious, b : to have a 
continuing romantic relationship with someone ■ I’ve been 
going out with her for quite a while now. = We've been go¬ 
ing out for quite a while now. 5 : to stop working ■ The 
electricity suddenly went out.; especially : to stop shining 
or burning ■ The fire/candle went out. • All the lights sud¬ 
denly went out. 6 chiefly US : to try to become a member 
of a team, group, etc. — usually + for • He went out for 
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football last year. = He went out for the football team last 
year. ■ She went out [-tried out] for the school play. 7 of 
the tide : to drop to a lower level ■ The tide is going out 
[=(more formally) ebbing] now. 8 : to be broadcast on the 
radio, television, etc. • A distress call went out three hours 
ago. — often + over ■ Warnings about the approaching 
storm went out over the radio. 

go over [phrasal verb] 1 : to move or travel to a particular 
place or person ■ He went over and stood by the window. ■ 
He went over and hugged her. ■ I think I see Jane. Let’s go 
over and say hello. — often + to ■ He went over to the win¬ 
dow. ■ He went over to her and hugged her. 2 : to change 
sides in a disagreement, competition, etc. — usually + to • 
After several years of supporting us, he went over to our 
competitors. 3 US : to be accepted or received in a par¬ 
ticular way ■ He tried to make a joke but it went over badly. 
[=no one thought his joke was funny] ■ Her proposal didn’t 
go over very well. — often + with ■ Her proposal didn’t go 
over very well with the boss. [=the boss didn’t like her pro¬ 
posal] 4 go over (something) a : to talk about or think 
about (something) carefully ■ He went over all the argu¬ 
ments before making up his mind. ■ We went over the acci¬ 
dent again and again in our minds, b : to look at or study 
(something) again in order to correct it, learn it, etc. • The 
students were told to go over their essays. ■ Let’s go over the 
instructions. ■ an actress going over her lines 

go the distance see 'distance 

go there informal : to start to talk or think about something 

— usually used in negative statements ■ “Do you remem¬ 
ber when we were dating?” “Let’s not go there." - “I don’t 
want to go there." = “Don’t go there." [=1 don’t want to talk 
about that] 

go through [phrasal verb] 1 go through (something) a : to 
study or look at (something) in a careful way ■ The book 
goes through every detail of the French Revolution. ■ Let’s 
go through the plan one more time, b : to look in or at 
(something) in order to find something : to search in or 
through (something) ■ I found him going through my clos¬ 
et. C : to experience (something) ■ He’s going through a 
painful divorce. ■ I understand what you’re going through. ■ 
In order to learn the job well, you have to go through sever¬ 
al months of training. ■ The book has already gone through 
four editions. [=the publishers have already released four 
editions of the book] d : to spend or use all of (some¬ 
thing) ■ He went through all the money he inherited. ■ They 
went through three bottles of wine with dinner, e : to oc¬ 
cur throughout (something) ■ A note of despair goes 
through the narrative. [=there is a note of despair through¬ 
out the narrative] If something (such as an idea or a 
song) is going through your head/mind, you are thinking 
about it or remembering it. ■ I don’t know what was going 
througjh her mind [=1 don’t know what her thoughts were; I 
don’t know why she did this] when she agreed to help him. 
■ That song keeps going through my head, f : to do (some¬ 
thing) ■ It took him about an hour to go through his usual 
morning routine. • Before we practice the next section, 
let’s go through the chorus once again. — see also go 
through the motions at Motion 2 Something (such as 
a law or contract) that goes through is officially accepted 
and approved. ■ The bill is expected to go through easily. ■ 
The proposed deal failed to go through. ■ The bill went 
through Congress/Parliament [=was passed by Congress/ 
Parliament] without difficulty and soon became law. 3 
go through with (something) : to do (something that you 
have thought or talked about) ■ He was always threatening 
to quit his job, but I never thought he’d actually go through 
with it. [=1 never thought he would actually do it] 

go to [phrasal verb] 1 go to (something) : to begin to be in 
(a particular state, condition, or situation) ■ You need to go 
to sleep. ■ The countries went to war. 2 go to (someone or 
something) : to be given to (someone or something) » First 
prize went to the team from Chicago. ■ The property will go 
to his wife if he dies before she does. 3 go to (trouble or 
expense) chiefly US : to do something that causes you 
(trouble or expense) ■ You shouldn’t go to all this trouble 
just for me. ■ They went to a lot of expense [=they spent a lot 
of money] to make sure that the job was done correctly. 

go together [phrasal verb] 1 not used in progressive tenses 
: to be suited to or appropriate for each other ■ The tie and 
his suit go together well. — see also GO with 2 (below) 2 
somewhat old-fashioned : to have a continuing romantic 
relationship • They’ve been going together for several years. 

— see also go with (below) 


go to show/prove : to help show or prove something ■ Her 
success goes to show that if you work hard, you can make 
your dreams come true. 

go toward(s) [phrasal verb] go toward(s) (something) : to 
help pay for (something) ■ My extra income is going to¬ 
wards a new car. ■ Your donations will go toward better 
sanitation for refugees. 

go under [phrasal verb] 1 : to sink below the surface of the 
water ■ The ship went under after being struck by a torpe¬ 
do. 2 : to fail : to not succeed ■ The company has been 
losing money and is in danger of going under, 
go up [phrasal verb] 1 : to rise to a higher level • Prices are 
expected to go up soon. 2 : to become brighter ■ The 
lights went up [=the lights were turned up] when the movie 
ended. 3 : to be built ■ A new store is going up downtown. 
4 : to travel to a place (especially one that is to the north) ■ 
We went up to the lake for the weekend. 
go with [phrasal verb] 1 go with (someone) : to have a con¬ 
tinuing romantic relationship with (someone) : to date 
(someone) • I’ve been going with her for quite a while now. 

— see also go out 4b (above), go together 2 (above) 
2 go with (something) a : to be suitable for or appropri¬ 
ate with (something) ■ The skirt she’s wearing doesn’t real¬ 
ly go with [=match] her blouse. ■ The tie goes (well) with his 
suit. ■ Do you think this wine will go well with dinner? 

— see also go together 1 (above) b : to exist or occur 
as a necessary part of (something) • If I want the job I have 
to accept the stress that goes with it. ■ There are a lot of re¬ 
sponsibilities that go with starting your own business. 

— see also go with the territory at territory 3 go with 
(someone or something) : to choose or use (someone or 
something) • After thinking about who to offer the job to. 
they decided to go with the more experienced candidate. ■ 
The golfer went with an iron off the tee. [=the golfer used 
an iron for her tee shot] 

go without [phrasal verb] go without or go without (some¬ 
thing) : to not have (something) : to live or continue with¬ 
out having (something) ■ How long can you go without 
sleeping/sleep? ■ If you can’t afford a new car, you’ll just 
have to go without, 
here goes (nothing) see 'here 

here/there you go (again) informal — used to say that 
something is happening again or in the same way that it 
has happened before ■ 7 here you go, making a big deal out 
of nothing. ■ When I saw his name in the headlines I 
thought, “ Here we go again." 

how goes it? — used as an informal greeting ■ Hi Paul. How 
goes it? [=how are you?] 
ready, set, go see 'ready 

there go/goes informal — used to say that something is no 
longer available or possible ■ Look at that traffic jam! 
There goes our only chance of arriving on time. [=our only 
chance of arriving on time is gone/lost] ■ It’s supposed to 
rain this weekend, so there go our plans for a barbecue. 
[=we won’t be able to have a barbecue] 
to go 1 : still remaining ■ There are only three more days to 
go until my birthday! 2 US, of food : sold to be taken 
away and eaten somewhere else ■ “I’d like a hamburger.” 
“For here or to go?" "To go." 

2 go noun, pi goes 

1 [count] : an attempt to do something ■ “I can’t get the win¬ 
dow open.” “Let me have a go (at it).” [=let me try to do it] ■ 
She’s been thinking about learning to fly for many years, and 
she’s finally decided to give it a go. [=she’s finally decided to 
try doing it] ■ ( chiefly Brit ) He managed to finish the work in/ 
at one go. [=in one attempt, without stopping] ■ ( chiefly Brit ) 

1 don’t know if this new medicine will help, but I think it’s 
worth a go. [=it’s worth a try] 

2 [singular] US, informal : permission to do something ■ My 
boss gave the project a go. [=my boss gave permission for the 
project to go ahead] ^ In informal U.S. English, if you say 
that something is a go, you mean that it will or can happen 
in the way that was planned or hoped for. ■ The rocket 
launch is a go. ■ After many delays, we finally received word 
that the project is a go. If you say all systems (are) go, you 
mean that everything is working correctly so that something 
can continue or proceed in the planned or expected way. • 
NASA officials have declared all systems go for the rocket 
launch. ■ The problems have been fixed, and now all systems 
are go. 

3 [noncount] chiefly Brit, informal : energy that makes some¬ 
one want to do many things ■ a young reporter who’s full of 
go — see also get-up-and-go 
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4 [count] Brit : a turn in a game or other activity ■ It’s your 
go: they’ve had several goes already. 

all go Brit, informal : full of activity : very busy ■ In this of¬ 
fice it’s all go all day without a break. 
have a go at Brit, informal : to attack or criticize (someone) 

■ The press is having a go at the Prime Minister. 

make a go of : to succeed in doing (something) ■ He tried 
starting his own business, but he wasn’t able to make a go 
of it. [=he wasn’t able to succeed] 
no go US, informal — used to say that something will not be 
allowed or cannot be done ■ We tried and tried to get the 
computer running but it was just no go. ■ I asked my boss 
for more time to finish the project, but she said no go. 
[=she said I could not have more time] 
on the go 1 : very active or busy ■ a housewife and mother 
who’s always on the go 2 chiefly Brit: happening or going 

■ They have several projects on the go at the same time. 
1 goad /'good/ verb goads; goad-ed; goad-ing [+ obj] : to 

urge or force (someone) to do something ■ He was goaded 
(on) by a sense of duty. ■ The threat of legal action should 
goad them into complying/compliance. 

2 goad noun, pi goads [count] 

1 : a pointed rod used to make an animal move forward 

2 : someone or something that urges or forces someone to 
do something • The threat of legal action is a powerful goad 
to companies that have ignored the regulations. 

1 go—ahead /'gow3,hed/ noun 

the go-ahead : permission to do something ■ We’ve finally 
been given the go-ahead for the project. ■ The company re¬ 
ceived/got the go-ahead to manufacture the new drug. 
— see also go ahead at 1 go 
2 go—ahead adj, always used before a noun 

1 US, sports : allowing a team to take the lead in a game ■ He 
scored the go-ahead run/touchdown/goal. 

2 [more most ~] Brit: having a lot of energy and desire to 
try new ideas and methods * a vigorous go-ahead company 

— see also go ahead at ‘go 

Qoal /'goul/ noun, pi goals [count] 

1 : something that you are trying to do or achieve ■ He set a 
goal for himself of exercising at least three times a week. ■ 
Her primary/long-term goal is to get a college degree. ■ We 
all share/have a common goal. ■ She pursued her goal of 
starting her own business. ■ The company has instituted sev¬ 
eral new policies with the goal of reducing waste. ■ achieve/ 
accomplish/reach/realize a goal 

2 a : an area or object into which a ball or puck must be hit, 
kicked, etc., to score points in various games (such as soccer 
and hockey) If you are the player who guards the goal in a 
sport like hockey or soccer, your position is in goal. • He has 
played brilliantly in goal so far this year. ■$- In U.S. English, a 
shot or kick that is on goal is directed at the goal. ■ They had 
a dozen shots on goal in the second period, b : the act of 
hitting, kicking, etc., a ball or puck into a goal or the score 
that results from doing this ■ Last month he had 10 goals and 
six assists. • She scored the winning goal in the game’s final 
minute. ■ The team was ahead by a goal [=was ahead by one] 
when the third period started. — see also field goal 

— goal-less /'goullas/ adj • After playing the first half, both 
teams were still goalless. [=neither team had scored a goal] 

goal-ie /'gouli/ noun, pi -ies [count] : a player who defends 
the goal in a game (such as soccer or hockey) 
goal*keep*er /'goul,ki:p 0 >/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a player 
who defends the goal in various games (especially soccer) 

— compare goaltender 

— goal-keep-ing /‘goul,ki:pii]/ noun [noncount] 

goal line noun, pi ~ lines [count] : a line that must be 
crossed to score a goal in soccer, hockey, football, etc. 
goal mouth noun, pi ~ mouths [count] : the area directly 
in front of the goal in soccer, hockey, etc. 
goal-post /'goul,poust/ noun, pi -posts [count] : one of 
two upright posts that form part of the goal in various games 
(such as soccer, hockey, and football) 
move/shift the goalposts Brit : to change the rules or re¬ 
quirements in a way that makes success more difficult 
goal-tend-er /'gou^tenda-/ noun, pi -ers [count] US : a 
player who defends the goal in various games (especially 
hockey) — compare goalkeeper 

— goal-tend-ing /'goul,tendio/ noun [noncount] 

go—around /'gow3,raund/woww, pi -arounds [count] chief¬ 
ly US, informal : go-round 
goat /'gout/ noun, pi goats 
1 [count] : a small animal that is related to the sheep 


2 the goat US : a person who is 
blamed for a loss or failure • In the 
last inning, a home run can make 
you the hero, and a strikeout can 
make you the goat, 
get your goat informal If some¬ 
thing gets your goat, it upsets you 
or irritates you. ■ The way she’s al¬ 
ways correcting other people real¬ 
ly gets my goat\ 

old goat informal — used as an in¬ 
sulting way to refer to an old man 
■ She got married to some rich old 
goat. 

separate the sheep from the goats see ‘separate 
goat Cheese noun, pi ~ cheeses [count, noncount] chiefly 
US : a cheese that is made from goat’s milk 
goa-tee /gou'ti:/ noun, pi -tees [count] : a small pointed 
beard on a man’s chin — see picture at beard 

— goa-teed /gou'tr.d/ adj ■ a goateed man 
goat-herd /'goot,ha , d/ noun , pi -herds [count] : a person 

who watches over a herd of goats 
goat-skin /'gout,skm/ noun, pi -skins [count, noncount] 
: leather made from the skin of a goat ■ goatskin gloves 
1 gob /'ga:b/ noun, pi gobs 

1 [count] : a lump of something ■ There’s a gob of gum stuck 
to the bottom of my shoe. 

2 gobs [plural] US, informal : a large amount of something ■ 
They make gobs of money. ■ She wore gobs of makeup. 

- compare 2 gob 

2 gob noun, pi gobs [count] Brit slang : mouth • Shut your 
gob\ — compare ‘gob 

gob-bet /'ga.bat/ noun, pi -bets [count] chiefly Brit : a small 
lump or piece of something ■ gobbets of meat : a small 
amount of something ■ gobbets of information 
1 gob-ble /'gaibal/ verb gob-bles; gob-bled; gob-bling [+ 

obj] 

1 : to swallow or eat (something) quickly ■ We gobbled our 
meal and rushed back to work. — usually + down or up ■ He 
gobbled down a sandwich. • The children are afraid that 
monsters will gobble them up. 

2 : to take (something) quickly or suddenly — usually + up ■ 
The local bank was gobbled up by a national conglomerate. 

- compare 2 gobble 

2 gobble verb gobbles; gobbled; gobbling [no obj] : to 
make the sound that a male turkey makes ■ The actor gob¬ 
bled like a turkey and quacked like a duck. — compare 
‘gobble 

— gobble noun, pi gobbles [count] ■ We heard the gobble 
of a turkey. 

gob-ble-dy-gook also gob-ble-de-gook /'ga-.baldi.guk/ 
noun [noncount] informal : speech or writing that is compli¬ 
cated and difficult to understand ■ The report is just a bunch 
of gobbledygook. 

gob-bler /'ga:bl3>/ noun, pi -biers [count] : a male turkey 
go—be-tween /'goub3,twi:n/ noun, pi -tweens [count] : a 
person who talks to people or groups who disagree in order 
to help deal with or end the disagreement ■ He’ll act/serve as 
ago-between during the negotiations, 
gob-let /'ga:bl3t/ noun, pi -lets [count] : a container used 
for drinking liquids that has a round bowl on top of a stem 
attached to a flat base 

gob-lin /'gcublan/ noun, pi -lins [count] in stories : an ugly 
and sometimes evil creature that likes to cause trouble 
gob-smacked /'gcr.fysmaekt/ adj [more most ~] Brit, in¬ 
formal : very surprised or shocked : dumbstruck ■ I was 
(really) gobsmacked by the news! 

OOd /'ga:d/ noun 

1 God [singular] a : the perfect and all-powerful spirit or 
being that is worshipped especially by Christians, Jews, and 
Muslims as the one who created and rules the universe ■ 
Does she believe in Godfl ■ (May) God bless us all. ■ (May) 
God rest her soul. [=1 pray that God will give her soul peace 
now that she has died] ■ I pray to God that no one was seri¬ 
ously injured in the accident. — see also man of god b 
God is used informally by itself and in phrases to make a 
statement or question more forceful or to express surprise, 
anger, etc. These uses are common but are considered offen¬ 
sive by some people. ■ God , it’s hot out today. ■ Good God, 
that’s a lot of food! ■ God Almighty, is it that late already? - 
My God, what were you thinking?! ■ Oh my God I can’t be¬ 
lieve it! ■ By God, I refuse to give up! ■ For God’s sake, what 




god-awful • go-go 


706 


do you want from me? • Who in God’s name [ =on earth, in 
heaven’s name] could that be? • Where in God’s name have 
you been? ■ I swear to God , if you’re not ready in five min¬ 
utes, I’m leaving without you. ■ I wish to God you would stop 
complaining. 

2 [count] : a spirit or being that has great power, strength, 
knowledge, etc., and that can affect nature and the lives of 
people : one of various spirits or beings worshipped in some 
religions • the gods and goddesses of ancient Egypt ■ a Hindu 
god ■ a myth about the god of war ■ an offering for the gods 

— often used informally to suggest that what happens to 
someone is controlled by gods or by luck ■ The gods smiled/ 
frowned on us. = The gods were/weren’t on our side [=we 
had good/bad luck; things went well/badly for us] ■ ( humor¬ 
ous) i The golf gods seem to like you today. [=you are playing 
golf very well today] ■ Her sudden arrival was a gift from the 
gods. [=a very lucky and helpful thing] 

3 [count] a : a person and especially a man who is greatly 
loved or admired ■ a professor who was regarded as a kind of 
god ■ a guitar god like Jimi Hendrix b : a person who is very 
important or powerful in a particular field — usually plural ■ 
a talented writer who never found favor with the gods of the 
literary world 

4 [singular] : something that is regarded as one of the most 
important things in someone’s life "He made a god of mon¬ 
ey. [=he worshipped money; he regarded money as more im¬ 
portant than it really is] 

5 the gods Brit: the highest and cheapest seats in a theater ■ 
The people in the gods can be the hardest to please. 

act of God see 1 act 

for the love of God see 1 love 

God bless you see bless 

God forbid see forbid 

God help someone see ‘help 

God knows see ‘know 

God’s gift see ‘gift 

God willing — used to say what you hope and expect to do 
or happen if no problems occur • We’ll be able to move 
into our new house next week, God willing . • God willing. 
I’ll finish my degree this year. 
in the lap of the gods see ‘lap 
play God see 1 play 
put the fear of God into see ‘fear 
so help me God see ‘help 
thank God see thank 

(there) but for the grace of God (go I) see ‘grace 

— god-like /'ga:d,laik/ adj 

god—aw-flll /gad'cr.fal/ adj [more most ~ ] informal + 
sometimes offensive : very bad or unpleasant: awful ■ god¬ 
awful [-terrible] weather ■ a god-awful [=hideous] hat 
god-child /'gaiditfajald/ noun, pi -child-ren /-,tfildran/ 
[count]: a child that you promise to help teach and guide in 
religious matters when you become the child’s godparent in 
a Christian baptism ceremony ■ My niece is also my godchild. 
god-damn also god-dam /,ga:d,daem/ or god-damned 
/,ga:d,daemd/ adj, always used before a noun, informal + im¬ 
polite : damn ■ I don’t want to hear another goddamn lie. ■ 
He’s nothing but a goddamn fool! 

usage Goddamn is an angry word that many people find 
offensive. 

— god-damn also god-dam /,ga:d,daem/ or god¬ 
damned /,ga:d,daemd/ adv ■ It’s too goddamn late to be 
talking about this. — god-damn also god-dam 
/■gaid'daem/ noun [singular] ■ I don’t give a goddamn what 
you think. [=1 don’t care at all about what you think] 
— god-damn also god-dam /'gcr.d'daem/ interj • God- 
damn\ That sauce is hot! - god-damn also god-dam 
/'gaid'daem/ verb 1+ obj] ■ Goddamn these detours! ■ I’ll be 
goddamned if I let this stop me. [=1 will not let this stop me] 
■ Goddamn it. They’re gone. 

god-daugh-ter / , ga:d,da:t 0 ’/ noun, pi -ters [count] : a fe¬ 
male godchild 

god-dess /'gaidas/ noun, pi -dess-es [count] 

1 : a female god (sense 2) • a goddess of ancient Greece 

2 : a woman who is greatly loved or admired ■ The actress, 
who is already a goddess in her own country, is finally get¬ 
ting recognition here. 

god-fa-ther /'ga:d,fa:5a7 noun, pi -thers [count] 

1 : a man who is a godparent ■ Her uncle is her godfather. 

2 a : a man who invents or begins something ■ Many people 
regard him as the godfather of rock and roll, b usually God¬ 


father : the leader of a group of criminals who belong to a 
secret criminal organization (such as the Mafia) 

God—fear-ing /'ga:d,finrj/ adj [more most ~] — used to 

describe religious people who try to obey the rules of their 
religion and to live in a way that is considered morally right ■ 
They are hardworking. God-fearing people, 
god-for-sak-en /'gaidf^seikan/ adj, always used before a 
noun [more most ~J of a place : not at all interesting or 
appealing and usually located far from interesting people 
and places ■ a godforsaken little town • Who would want to 
visit such a godforsaken place? 

God—g’lV-en /'gaid'givan/ adj : received as a gift from God 

■ She has a God-given [=naturaf] talent for making friends. ■ 
God-given athletic skills 

God-head /'ga:d|hcd/ noun 

the Godhead formal : god 1; especially : God as considered 
by Christians to be made up of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit ■ praying to the Godhead 
god-less /'gcr.dlas/ adj [more most ~] disapproving : not 
believing in God ■ a godless people/society ■ a godless place 
[=a place where no one believes in God] ■ godless ideologies 

— god-less-ness noun [noncount] 

god-ly /'gardli/ adj god-ll-er; -est [or more most ~] old- 
fashioned : believing in God and in the importance of living 
a moral life ■ a godly person ■ She lived a godly life. 

— god-li-ness noun [noncount] • Cleanliness is next to god¬ 
liness. [=it is almost as important to be clean as it is to be 
good] 

god-moth-er / , ga:d t mA&&/ noun, pi -ers [count]: a woman 
who is a godparent ■ Her aunt is also her godmother. — see 
also FAIRY GODMOTHER 

god-par-ent /'gcr.daperant/ noun, pi -ents [count] : a per¬ 
son who promises to help teach and guide someone in reli¬ 
gious matters as part of a Christian baptism ceremony : a 
godfather or godmother ■ My aunt and uncle are also my 
godparents. 

god-send /'gaid,send/flown,/?/ -sends [count] 

1 : something that provides great and usually unexpected 
help when it is needed — usually singular ■ The treatment is 
a godsend for people who suffer from this condition. 

2 : a very helpful person — usually singular • I didn't want 
to hire her but she’s turned out to be a real godsend. 

god-son /'garden/ noun, pi -sons [count] : a male god¬ 
child 

God-Speed /'gcr.d'spr.d/ noun [noncount] formal + old- 
fashioned — used to wish success to someone who is going 
away ■ We wish you Godspeed. — sometimes used as an in¬ 
terjection • Goodbye and Godspeed to you. 
go-er /'gow^/ noun, pi -ers [count] informal 

1 chiefly Brit: someone or something that goes or moves fast 

■ The horse is a real goer. 

2 Brit : a woman who has sex with many men ■ She had a 
reputation as a bit of a goer. 

-goer combining form, pi -goers [count] : someone who of¬ 
ten goes to a particular kind of place, event, etc. ■ moviegoers 

■ churchgoers : someone who goes to a particular event or 
activity ■ partygoers 

goes see GO 

go-fer /*gouf ■»/ noun, pi -fers [count] informal : a person 
whose job is to do various small and usually boring jobs for 
other people 

go—get-ter /'gou'get^/ noun, pi -ters [count] informal : a 
person who works very hard and who wants very much to 
succeed ■ She’s always been a real go-getter. 

— go—get-ting /'gou,getir)/ adj, always used before a noun ■ 
a go-getting attitude 

gog-gle /'gag!/ verb gog-gles; gog-gled gog-gling [no 

obj] informal : to look at something or someone with your 
eyes very open in a way that shows that you are surprised, 
amazed, etc. ■ He goggled in amazement at the huge statue, 
gog-gle—eyed /'ga:gj,aid/ adj, informal : with the eyes 
very open in a way that shows surprise, amazement, etc. • He 
stared at me goggle-eyed. ■ a. goggle-eyed child 
gog-gles /'ga:g]z/ noun [plural] : special eyeglasses that fit 
close to your face and that are worn to protect your eyes • 
swimming/ski goggles ■ safety goggles 
go-go /'gooigou/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 — used to describe a woman who performs as a dancer to 
fast, energetic, popular music in a nightclub ■ go-go dancers ■ 
go-go girls 

2 chiefly US : relating to or involved in a time when many 
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businesses are growing quickly and it is possible to make a 
lot of money ■ He made a fortune during the market’s go-go 
years. ■ a go-go economy 
1 go*in9 /’gown]/ noun, pi -ings 

1 [count] : the act of leaving a place — usually singular ■ We 
were disappointed to learn of her going. [ ^departure] 

2 [noncount] a : the condition of the ground for walking, 
running, etc. ■ The muddy ground made for slippery going. 
[=the muddy ground was slippery] ■ Debris in the street 
made the going difficult. ■ The going got better as we neared 
the town, b — used to describe a situation in which you are 
trying to make progress or do something • It’s been slow go¬ 
ing so far I=progress has been slow so far], but the project 
should speed up soon. ■ The report is pretty hard/heavy go¬ 
ing. [=it is quite difficult to understand] ■ This is a big job, 
and it’s going to be rough/tough going [=hard work; a diffi¬ 
cult situation] for a while. ■ What will you do when the going 
gets tough ? [=when it becomes difficult to continue or to 
make progress] ■ You know what they say— when the going 
gets tough, the tough get going. [=when there are problems, 
strong people work hard to solve them] ■ ( chiefly Brit ) Let’s 
get what we can while the going is good. I=while there is a 
good opportunity] 

3 [noncount] chiefly Brit : forward movement, speed, or 
progress ■ She wrote four books in two years, and that’s pret¬ 
ty good going by any standards! 

comings and goings : the activity of people arriving at and 
leaving a place ■ I sat and watched the comings and goings 
of the other museum visitors. 

2 going adj 

1 always used after a noun, informal : living or existing ■ He’s 
the best novelist going. ■ They make the best chili going. 
[=the best chili that there is] 

2 always used before a noun : current or usual — used to de¬ 
scribe an amount of money (such as a price or salary) ■ 
What’s the going price? ■ They offered to pay the going rate 
I=the rate usually paid] for her services. 

going on : coming closer to (something, such as an age) ■ 
Their daughter is six years old going on seven. ■ It’s going 
on 10 years since I saw him last. [=1 haven’t seen him for al¬ 
most 10 years] 

-going combining form : often or regularly going to a partic¬ 
ular kind of place, event, etc. ■ the theater going public [=the 
people who often go to see plays performed] • churchgoing 
people 

going concern noun, pi ~ -cerns [count]: a business that 
is making a profit ■ They had a difficult start, but they’ve 
turned the restaurant into a going concern. 
go-ing-over /|gownj'ouv&/ noun [singular] 

1 : a careful examination ■ I’ll give the documents a (thor¬ 
ough) going-over. [=I’ll read the documents carefully] 

2 informal: a severe beating ■ They threatened to give him a 
(good) going-over if he didn’t cooperate. 

— see also go over at ‘go 

go-ings-on /igowigz'ain/ noun [plural] : actions or events 
that are occurring : things that are happening ■ We heard 
about all the strange goings-on [=happenings] at the office. 

— see also go on at ‘go 

goi-ter (US) or chiefly Brit goi*tre /'goito-/ noun, pi -ters 
[count, noncount] medical : a swelling on the front of the 
neck caused by the thyroid gland becoming too large 
go—kart /*gou,kaM/ noun, pi -karts [count] : a small car 
that has one or two seats and an open top and that is used es¬ 
pecially for racing 
1 gold /'gould/ noun, pi golds 

1 [noncount] : a soft yellow metal that is very valuable and 
that is used especially in jewelry ■ diamonds in a setting of 
24-karat gold ■ What is the price of gold ? ■ miners digging for 
gold ■ solid/pure gold — see also fool's gold 

2 [noncount] : gold coins ■ a bag of gold — often used figura¬ 
tively ■ All the gold [ =money , wealth] in the world won’t make 
you happy. ■ She’s chasing after a pot of gold (at the end of 
the rainbow). [=something impossible to get or achieve] 

3 [count, noncount] : a deep yellow color — see color picture 
on page C2 

4 [count] : gold medal ■ She hopes to bring home a gold. • 
She is going lor the gold. [=trying to win the gold medal] 

(as) good as gold : very good • The children were as good 

as gold this morning. ■ His word is as good as gold. [=you 
can always trust him to do what he says he will do] 
strike gold see ‘strike 

worth your weight in gold : very useful, valuable, or im¬ 


portant ■ Good teachers are worth their weight in gold. • An 
experience like that is worth its weight in gold. 

2 gold adj 

1 : made of or from gold ■ gold jewelry • gold bullion 

2 : having a gold color • the gold [=golden] glow of the sun • 
gold paint 

gold digger noun, pi ~ -gers [count] informal : a woman 
who becomes or tries to become romantically involved with 
a rich man in order to get money and gifts from him 
go1d«en /'gouldan/ adj 

1 : made of gold ■ a golden idol • golden jewelry 

2 [more most ~] : having the deep yellow color of gold ■ 
golden hair ■ fields of golden wheat 

3 [more most ~]: very happy and successful • The mem¬ 
oir recounts the golden times in her life. • a golden era — see 
also GOLDEN AGE, GOLDEN YEARS 

4 [more —; most ~]: very excellent : superb, wonderful 

■ This is a golden opportunity. [=a wonderful opportunity; an 
excellent chance to do or get something] 

5 : very talented, popular, and successful — used in the 
phrases golden boy and golden girl • He was once the golden 
boy of tennis, but now few people remember his name. • 
She’s the golden girl of the newspaper business. 

6 [more most ~] : having a rich and smooth sound ■ a 
smooth golden voice 

7 not used before a noun, informal : in a very good or fortu¬ 
nate position or situation ■ If the bank approves the loan, 
we’re golden. 

8 always used before a noun : of or relating to the 50th anni¬ 
versary of an important event (such as a marriage) ■ They 
will celebrate their golden (wedding) anniversary this year. = 
(Brit) They will celebrate their golden wedding this year. ■ a 
golden jubilee — compare diamond, SILVER 

golden goose or the goose that lays the golden egg see 
'goose 

silence is golden see ‘silence 
golden age noun, pi ~ ages [count]: a time of great hap¬ 
piness, success, and achievement ■ the golden age of art/liter- 
ature ■ a golden age for our country 
gold-en-ag*er /'gouldan'eicfea*/ noun, pi -ers [count] US 
: an old and often retired person : senior citizen * a club 
for golden-agers 

golden eagle noun, pi ~ eagles [count] : a very large bird 
that lives in the northern parts of the world and that is dark 
brown with yellow feathers on the back of its head and neck 
golden handcuffs noun [plural] : the salary and benefits 
that stop a highly paid employee from choosing to leave a 
job 

golden handshake noun, pi ~ -shakes [count] : a large 
amount of money that a company gives to an employee who 
is leaving the company 

golden oldie noun, pi ~ -ies [count] informal : a song, re¬ 
cording, or television show that was very popular in the past 

■ The radio station plays golden oldies from the 1950s. 
golden parachute noun, pi ~ -chutes [count] : a large 

amount of money that a company pays to an executive who 
is being forced to leave the company 
golden raisin noun, pi ~ -sins [count] US : a dried grape 
that is a brownish-yellow color and is used for food — called 
also (chiefly Brit) sultana 

golden retriever noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a type of dog 
that has long yellowish-brown fur — see picture at DOG 
gold«en*rod /'gouldan^aid/ noun [noncount] : a type of 
wild plant that has large groups of yellow flowers 
golden rule noun, pi - rules 

1 the Golden Rule : a general rule for how to behave that 
says that you should treat people the way you would like 
other people to treat you • I try to live by the Golden Rule. 

2 [count] : an important rule to follow when you do some¬ 
thing ■ The golden rule in sales is to know your customer. 

golden years noun [plural] : the late years in someone’s 
life : the time of life when someone is old ■ My grandparents 
were active well into their golden years. [=old age] 
goldfinch /'gould.finU'/ noun, pi -finch«es [count] 

1 : a small mostly yellow American bird — see color picture 
on page C9 

2 : a small European bird that has red on its head and yellow 
and black wings 

gold'fish /'goukhfijy noun, pi goldfish [count] : a small 
usually orange fish that people often keep in ponds or in 
fishbowls or tanks as a pet 
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goldfish bowl noun, pi ~ bowls [count] : a place or con- 
dition in which there is no privacy ■ celebrities who cannot 
escape from the goldfish bowl of constant publicity 
gold leaf noun [noncount]: a very thin sheet of gold used es¬ 
pecially to decorate a surface ■ a frame covered with gold leaf 
gold medal noun, pi ~ -dais [count] : a medal made of 
gold that is awarded as the prize for first place in a sports 
competition ■ He won three gold medals in the Olympics. 
— compare bronze medal, silver medal 
gold mine noun, pi ~ mines [count] 

1 : a place where gold is dug from the ground : a mine that 
produces gold 

2 : something that has or produces a lot of something de¬ 
sired (such as money) ■ When she was the manager, the res¬ 
taurant was a (real/veritable) gold mine ! [=it was very profit¬ 
able] ■ The library is a gold mine of information. 

gold—plat«ed /'gould'pleitsd/ adj : covered with a thin lay¬ 
er of gold ■ a gold-plated serving tray 
gold record noun, pi ~ -cords [count] : an award that is 
given to a singer or musical group for selling a lot of record¬ 
ings — compare platinum record 
gold rush noun, pi ~ rushes [count] : a situation in which 
many people go quickly to a place where gold has been dis¬ 
covered because they hope to find more gold and become 
rich ■ the California gold rush of 1849 
gold-smith /'gould'smiG/ noun, pi -smiths [count] : a per¬ 
son who makes gold jewelry and other gold items 
gold standard noun 

the gold standard 1 : a system in which a unit of money 
(such as the dollar) is equal to a particular amount of gold 
■ It was the early 20th century, and the United States was 
still on the gold standard. 2 : something that is considered 
to be the best and that is used to judge the quality or level 
of other, similar things • This car is the gold standard for 
luxury automobiles. ■ the gold standard of stylish resorts 
golf /'gcr.lf/ noun [noncount] : an outdoor game in which 
players use special clubs (called golf clubs) to try to hit a 
small ball with as few strokes as possible into each of 9 or 18 
holes ■ playing some golf ■ a round of golf 
-golf verb golfs; golfed; golfing [no obj] ■ He likes to 
golf. [=to play golf] — golf-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ She’s 
an excellent golfer. — golf-ing /'gailfig/ noun [noncount] ■ 
She enjoys photography and golfing. [=playing golf] 
golf ball noun, pi ~ balls [count] : a small ball used in the 
game of golf — see picture at ball 
golf cart noun, pi ~ carts [count] : a small car that is used 
to carry golfers and their equipment around a golf course 
golf Club noun, pi ~ clubs [count] 

1 : a special long stick with a larger part at 
the bottom that is used to hit the ball in golf ■ 

She bought a new set of golf clubs. 

2 : an organization whose members play golf 
• He joined a golf club last year.; also : the 
golf course where the members of such an 
organization play ■ I’ll meet you at the golf 
club. 

golf course noun, pi ~ courses [count] : a 
large area of land set up for the game of golf 
gol-ly /'ga:li/ interj, old-fashioned — used to 
express mild surprise ■ Golly , I never thought 
I’d see YOU here! 

go-nad /'gou,n£ed/ noun, pi -nads [count] 
technical : a sex organ that produces sperm 
or eggs : a testicle or an ovary — called also 
sex gland 

gon-do-la /*ga:nd3b/ noun, pi -las [count] 

1 : a long narrow boat used on the canals of 
Venice 

2 a : the part of a balloon or airship in which passengers or 
instruments are carried b : a vehicle that hangs from a ca¬ 
ble and is used for carrying passengers (such as skiers) espe¬ 
cially up a mountain 

gon-do-lier /.gainda'lia^/ noun, pi -liers [count] : a person 
who operates a gondola (sense 1) 

1 gone past participle of ’go 

2 gone /'gain/ acfi, not used before a noun 

1 : not present : no longer at a place ■ How long will he be 
gone ? [=away, absent] ■ She should have been back by now. 
She’s been gone for more than an hour. 

2 a : no longer existing ■ The days of the horse and buggy 
are (long) gone, b : no longer living ■ There was nothing we 


could do—he was already gone. [=dead] 

3 baseball: hit over the fence for a home run ■ The outfield¬ 
er went back to the fence and jumped, but the ball was gone. 

4 Brit, informal : pregnant — used after a noun phrase in¬ 
dicating a length of time • She’s six months gone. [=she be¬ 
came pregnant six months ago] 

dead and gone see ’dead 
far gone see ’far 

gone on informal + old-fashioned : feeling strong or foolish 
love for (someone) ■ Those two are really gone on each oth¬ 
er. 

3 gone prep, Brit, informal: after, past ■ It was (just) gone six 
when he got back. 

gon-er /'ga:n?/ noun, pi -ers [count] informal: someone or 
something that is going to die or that can no longer be used ■ 
I thought we were all goners [=were going to die] when the 
plane’s engine stopped. ■ This old computer is a goner. We’ll 
have to get a new one. 

gong /'gairj/ noun, pi gongs [count] 

1 : a large metal disc that makes a deep ringing sound when 
it is struck with a padded hammer • They sounded a gong to 
summon us to dinner. — see picture at percussion 

2 Brit, informal : a medal or award 

gon-na /'g\n3, gana/ — used in writing to represent the 
sound of the phrase going to when it is spoken quickly • I’m 
gonna [-going to] get you if it’s the last thing I do! The pro¬ 
nunciation represented by gonna is common in informal 
speech. The written form should be avoided except when 
trying to represent or record such speech, 
gon-or-rhea (US) or Brit gon-or-rhoea /.gaina'dija/woMH 
[noncount] medical : a disease of the sex organs that is spread 
by sexual contact — called also (slang) the clap 

gon-ZO /'gainzou/ adj, always used before a noun, chiefly US, 
informal : having a very strange or unusual quality ■ gonzo 
humor ■ a gonzo comedian ■ gonzo journalism [journalism 
that treats a subject in a very personal, unusual, and often 
shocking way] 

gOO /'gu:/ noun [noncount] informal : a wet and sticky sub¬ 
stance ■ What’s this goo all over the stove? — often used fig¬ 
uratively ■ The movie is nothing but a lot of romantic/senti¬ 
mental goo. [=the movie is too romantic/sentimental] — see 
also GOOEY 

goo-ber /'gu:ba7 noun, pi -bers [count] US, informal: pea¬ 
nut 1 

1 good /'gud/ adj bet-ter /'beta 1 /; best /'best/ 

1 a : of high quality ■ The food was good. = It was good food. 

■ You’ll need better tools for this job. ■ The car is in good con¬ 
dition/shape. ■ There are some good restaurants in this 
neighborhood. ■ That was a good game. [=the game was ex¬ 
citing, people played well, etc.] ■ I’m afraid your work is just 
not good enough. ■ Keep up the good work. ■ “Would you 
hire her again?” “Yes, I would. She does good work." ■ His 
most recent movie is no good. [=it is boring, poorly made, 
etc.] b : of somewhat high but not excellent quality ■ The 
food was good but not great. • He has done good but not out¬ 
standing work. 

2 : correct or proper ■ good manners ■ good grammar ■ She 
speaks very good English. [=she uses correct pronunciation, 
grammar, etc.] 

3 a : pleasant, pleasing, or enjoyable ■ Did you have a good 
time at the party? ■ We’re expecting good weather for the 
weekend. ■ The soup tastes/smells good. ■ food that is good to 
eat ■ It feels good to sit down after so much walking. • It’s a 
good feeling to know that we were able to help. ■ good [ -hap- 
py] memories ■ I want to make a good [-favorable] impres¬ 
sion on my future in-laws. ■ his rugged good looks ^attrac¬ 
tive appearance] ■ You look good in that dress. = That dress 
looks good on you. • You don’t look so good. [=you look like 
you feel sick] Do you feel okay? ■ Have a good day ! = (US, 
informal) Have a good one! [=1 hope you have an enjoyable 
day] — see also good life, good-looking b : not hav¬ 
ing, marked by, or relating to problems, troubles, etc. ■ good 
and bad news ■ They’ve been together in good times and bad. 

■ I had a good feeling about the meeting. ■ Things are looking 
pretty good for the company right now. ■ a. good omen ■ I had 
the good luck/fortune to meet her when I was in New York. 
— see also good luck at ’LUCK C : adequate or suitable ■ It’s 
a good day for a sail. ■ We need to have a meeting. Is tomor¬ 
row good [= convenient] for you? ■ He’s a good person to con¬ 
tact if you’re ever in trouble. • I need tires that are good (for 
driving) in snow. ■ These tires aren’t any good. = These tires 
are no good, d : sensible or reasonable ■ She has a very 
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good reason for being angry. ■ He showed good judgment in 
buying a small car. ■ She gave us some good advice. • That’s a 
very good question/point. ■ She had the good sense to ask for 
help. [=she showed that she is able to think in a reasonable 
way by asking for help] ■ It’s a good idea to arrive early. ■ 
“We’d better arrive early." “ Good idea/thinking.” e : pro¬ 
ducing or likely to produce a pleasant or favorable result ■ a 
good deal/plan ■ a good risk/investment ■ a lot of good mar¬ 
keting ideas • It’s a good time to be investing in the stock 
market. ■ Please accept our best wishes for your success. ■ 
"The plane arrived on time." "That’s good.” • Nothing good 
came of our efforts. ■ It’s a good thing (that) you answered so 
quickly. = It was good that you answered so quickly, f 
: having a desired quality ■ We paid a good price [=a low 
price] for the tickets. • The painting should fetch/bring a 
good price [=a high price] when it’s sold. ■ Did you get good 
[ =high ] grades in school? ■ We found a good parking space 
near the restaurant. ■ She has good taste in clothes. [=she 
likes clothes that are fashionable, of high quality, etc.] g 
: expressing approval or praise ■ a movie that has been get¬ 
ting good reviews ■ I’ve heard a lot of good things about you. 
h — used in speech as a response • "I’m ready to go when 
you are." "Good. Let’s get going.” ■ "I passed the exam!" 
“(Very) Goodl" • "I passed the exam!" "Good for you!" = 
{chiefly Australia) ” Good on you!" [=well done] 

4 a : not marked or affected by injury or disease : healthy 
■ I went home early because I wasn’t feeling too/very good. 
[=1 wasn’t feeling well; I was feeling sick] ■ Her health is pret¬ 
ty good. = She’s in pretty good health. ■ The patient was re¬ 
ported to be in good condition following surgery. • His hear¬ 
ing is still good but his eyesight is pretty poor/bad. ■ my good 
arm/leg [=the arm/leg that is not injured or weak] b : not 
causing harm or trouble : causing something desired ■ a good 
[= healthy , healthful] diet ■ good nutrition • You've been a 
good influence on the kids. ■ good habits ■ good cholesterol 
[=a type of cholesterol that helps prevent a disease that stops 
your blood from flowing easily] — often +for ■ Regular ex¬ 
ercise is good for you. [=regular exercise makes you healthi¬ 
er] ■ Hot soup is good for a cold. [=hot soup makes you feel 
better when you have a cold! ■ Being with friends is especial¬ 
ly good for him right now. 

5 a : not morally bad or wrong : morally proper or correct ■ 
a good person ■ good conduct/behavior ■ a woman/man of 
good character ■ Like most people, she has a good side and a 
bad side. ■ My intentions were good. ■ You did a good thing/ 
deed when you helped that stranger. ■ He lived a good life. ■ 
It’s hard to tell the good guys [=morally correct people/ 
characters] from the bad guys in this movie. ■ She is admired 
for her many good works. [=for the many things she does to 
help poor people, sick people, etc.] ■ You should stay away 
from that guy. He’s no good. [=he's a bad person] — see also 
good life b : kind or helpful ■ You’ve always been so 
good to me. ■ It was good of you to answer my request so 
quickly. — sometimes used to formally make a request ■ 
Would you be good enough to show me the way? = Would 
you be so good as to show me the way? [=would you please 
show me the way?] c : behaving properly : not causing 
trouble ■ a good dog ■ The children were very good today. 

6 a : having or showing talent or skill : doing or able to do 
something well ■ She’s a very good golfer. ■ a good musician/ 
doctor/cook ■ He was really good in his last movie. [=he act¬ 
ed very well] ■ I don’t know if I’m good enough to make the 
team. ■ I have a good memory. [=1 am good at remembering 
things] ■ a good sense of direction [=an ability to find your 
way easily in a new place] ■ an agent with a good eye for new 
talent [=an agent who is good at finding talented people who 
are not yet known or famous! ■ It’s a great school where you 
know your kids are In good hands. [=with people who are 
able to teach and take care of them well] • I’m confident the 
cafe will be in good hands with you in charge. — often + at • 
She’s very good at (playing) golf. ■ He’s not very/any good at 
expressing his feelings. = He's no good at expressing his feel¬ 
ings. — sometimes used in a joking way ■ I’m very/really 
good at saying the wrong thing. [=1 often say things that 
make people uncomfortable, unhappy, etc.] — see also no 
good , not any good at 2 good b : able to use something or 
to deal with something or someone well — + with • He’s very 
good with his hands. [=he can easily make/do things with his 
hands] ■ She’s good with children. [=she manages and inter¬ 
acts with children well; children like her and behave well 
when they are with her] c : having a tendency to do some¬ 
thing — + about • He’s good about writing everything down. 
[=he usually writes everything down] ■ I’m trying to be better 


about exercising. [=I’m trying to exercise more often] 

7 a : happy or pleased ■ I feel good about what happened. 
l=I’m pleased by what happened! ■ She felt good that she had 
remembered his birthday. = She felt good about remember¬ 
ing his birthday. • Helping other people makes me feel good. ■ 
She didn’t feel good about having to fire her secretary, b 
: cheerful or calm ■ She’s in a good mood. [=a happy mood] ■ 
He has a good temper. [=he is good-tempered; he doesn’t be¬ 
come angry easily] ■ Everyone was in good spirits. 

8 not used before a noun a — used to say how long some¬ 
thing will continue or be valid ■ This offer is good only until 
the end of the month. ■ This offer is good for the remainder 
of the month. ■ Our old car should be good for a few more 
years. [=it should last a few more years; it should continue to 
operate for a few more years] b : still suitable to eat or 
drink : not spoiled ■ Is the milk still good or has it gone bad? 

9 — used in phrases like good heavens and good God to ex¬ 
press surprise or anger or to make a statement or question 
more forceful ■ Good heavens'. You startled me! ■ “Do you 
agree with him?” “ Good God , no!” ■ {somewhat old- 
fashioned) Good gracious, I completely forgot! — see also 
good grief at grief 

10 : causing laughter : funny ■ I heard a good joke the oth¬ 
er day. ■ “He says he’s never met her." “That’s a good one. 
[=that’s amusing because it isn’t true] I saw them together 
last week." ■ She’s always good for a laugh. [=she is always 
funny] 

11a: large in size, amount, or quantity ■ The store has a 
good selection of products. ■ She won the election by a good 
[= considerable 1 margin. ■ He makes good money as a lawyer. 
= He makes a good living as a lawyer. [=he earns a lot of 
money] ■ They couldn’t have succeeded without a good deal 
of luck. [=a lot of luck] ■ Things could be a good deal worse. 
[=things could be much worse] • Tourists have been coming 
to the area in good numbers. [=many tourists have been 
coming to the area] ■ an actress who has appeared in a good 
number of films [=in many films] b : not less or fewer than 
a particular amount: at least — used in the phrase a good ■ 
He weighs a good 200 pounds. • We waited a good hour, [-we 
waited at least an hour! ■ There are a good 80 people here. 

12 always used before a noun : forceful or thorough ■ If you 
give the machine a good kick, it might start working again. ■ 
Give the bottle a good shake before you open it. ■ Take a 
good look at this. ■ You just need (to get) a good night’s sleep. 
■ We were scared when it happened, but we had a good laugh 
about it later. 

13 : having a high social position or status ■ He comes from 
a good family. ■ She thinks her son is too good for me. ■ It’s a 
good neighborhood. 

14 always used before a noun a — used to describe people 
who know each other well and care about each other very 
much ■ She’s a good [ =close ] friend of mine. = She and I are 
good friends. ■ my good friend/pal/buddy Joe b : showing 
true and constant support for someone • He's been a good 
friend to me. ■ I’m trying to be a better sister, c : belonging 
to and having loyalty to a group or organization ■ a good par¬ 
ty member ■ a good Catholic 

15 not used before a noun, sports a of a serve or shot: land¬ 
ing in the proper area of the court in tennis and similar 
games ■ I thought the ball/serve was good but my opponent 
said it was out. b of a shot or kick : successfully done ■ {bas¬ 
ketball) The first foul shot was good , but he missed the sec¬ 
ond one. • {American football) The field goal was good. • 
{American football) The field goal was no good. [=the field 
goal was missed] 

16 not used before a noun, informal : not wanting or needing 
anything more ■ "Would you like more coffee?” "No, thanks. 
I’m good." • “Here’s the money I owed you. So we’re good 
now, right?” “Yeah, we’re good." [=we have settled our busi¬ 
ness; there is no longer any problem between us] 

all In good time see ‘time 
all well and good see 2 well 

as good as : almost or nearly ■ The plan is as good as dead. ■ 
Those people as good as ruined the school with their fool¬ 
ish ideas! 

(as) good as gold see ‘gold 

as good as it gets informal 1 — used to say that nothing 
better is possible or available ■ It’s not a great restaurant, 
but in this part of the city, it's as good as it gets. 2 — used 
to say that something is very good and cannot be improved 
■ There’s nothing I enjoy more than spending time at home 
with my family. That’s as good as it gets, 
as good as new see ‘new 
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fight the good fight see 1 fight 
for good measure see 'measure 
give as good as you get see 'give 

good and /,gudh/ chiefly US, informal 1 : very ■ I hit him 
good and hard. "He was good and angry. ■ I like my coffee 
good and hot. 2 : completely or entirely ■ We’ll leave 
when I’m good and ready. 
good egg see 'egg 

good for somewhat informal : able to provide or produce 
(something) • I’m good for a hundred dollars if you need a 
loan. — see also 'good 4b, 8a (above) 
good for it informal : able to pay back a loan • Why won’t 
you lend me the money? You know I’m good for it. [=you 
can trust me to pay it back] 
good graces see 'grace 

good old informal — used before a noun to describe a fa¬ 
miliar person or thing with affection or approval ■ Good 
old John: you can always count on him to help. ■ I don’t 
need fancy shoes. I prefer good old sneakers. • They were 
talking about the good old days. [=happy times in the past] 

— see also good old boy 
good riddance see riddance 

good to go US, informal : ready to leave or to start doing 
something ■ We have all the tools and supplies we need, so 
we’re good to go. 

good word see 'word 

have it good : to be in a favorable position or situation ■ 
There’s no reason for her to be so unhappy. She really has 
it (pretty) good. ■ He’s never had it so good. [=he has never 
been in such a favorable situation] 
have the good grace see 'grace 

hold good : to be true ■ The advice she gave us 10 years ago 
still holds good [=(more commonly) holds true] today. 
if you know what’s good for you : if you want to avoid 
trouble, problems, etc. ■ You’ll take my advice if you know 
what’s good for you. ■ She’ll forget about the whole thing if 
she knows what’s good for her. 
in good company see company 
in good part see 'part 

make good 1 : to become successful ■ It’s a story about a 
kid from a small town trying to make good in the big city. 

If you make good your escape , you escape successfully. 

■ The prisoners dug a tunnel under the fence and made 
good their escape. 2 : to do something that you have 
promised or threatened to do ■ He made good his promise. 

— usually + on in U.S. English ■ He made good on his 
promise. ■ They made good on their threat and forced the 
company to go out of business. 3 a : to pay for (some¬ 
thing) — usually + on • The insurance company was re¬ 
quired to make good on the loss, b chiefly Brit: to repair 
(something) ■ The contract obliges you to make good any 
damaged windows. 

so far, so good see 'far 

too good to be true — used to say that something cannot 
be as good as it seems to be ■ The price of the car is too 
good to be true. There must be something wrong with it. ■ If 
it looks/seems too good to be true, it probably is. [=there is 
probably some cost or bad part you do not know about] 
very good formal — used as a response to say you will do 
something that you have been told or asked to do ■ “Show 
the ambassador in.” “ Very good, sir.” 
what's good for the goose is good for the gander see 
'goose 

with (a) good grace see 'grace 
2 qood noun, pi goods 

la I noncount\: morally good forces or influences • the bat¬ 
tle of good versus evil ■ Teachers can be a strong force for 
good. ■ the difference between good and bad b [count] 

: something that is right or good ■ They had to saciifice less¬ 
er goods for greater ones. ■ What is life’s highest/greatest 
good? 

2 the good a [ singular ]: the pleasant things that happen to 
people ■ You have to take the good with the bad. [=you have 
to accept both the good things and the bad things that hap¬ 
pen to you] b [singular] : things that are morally proper or 
correct ■ Parents must teach their children the difference be¬ 
tween the good and the bad. c [plural] : morally good peo¬ 
ple • She believes that the good go to heaven when they die 
and the bad go to hell. • Only the good die young. 

3 [noncount] : the part of someone that is kind, honest, gen¬ 
erous, helpful, etc. ■ They cherished the good [=goodness] in 
him, overlooking the bad. ■ She believes there is some good 
in everyone. 


4 [noncount] a : something that helps someone or some¬ 
thing to be better, stronger, etc. • She did it for the good of 
the community. [=to help the community] ■ citizens working 
together for the common/public good [=to help or benefit ev¬ 
eryone] ■ I know you don’t want to do this, but it’s for your 
own good. [=it will make you stronger, better, etc.] ■ They 
talk too much for their own good. [=they hurt themselves by 
talking too much] b : a useful or favorable result ■ What 
good can possibly come of that? • No good came of our ef¬ 
forts. = Our efforts came to no good. [=our efforts did not 
produce a good or useful result] — see also NO GOOD (be¬ 
low) 

5 goods [plural] a : products that are made or grown in or¬ 
der to be sold : things for sale • The store sells a variety of 
goods. • baked/canned goods ■ leather/paper goods • perish¬ 
able goods such as milk, eggs, and produce • He’s accused of 
selling stolen goods. ■ goods and services ■ a store that sells 
sporting goods [=products that are used for playing sports] 
— see also damaged goods, dry goods, durable 
goods, white goods b : things that are owned by a per¬ 
son • He sold all of his worldly goods. [=all of his possessions] 
c Brit : products carried by trains, trucks, etc.: freight — 
used before another noun • a goods loriy — see also GOODS 
train 

be any good : to be useful or helpful • Would an apology be 
any good? [-any use] 

deliver the goods or chiefly Brit come up with the goods 
informal : to produce the desired or promised results : to 
do what is wanted or expected ■ We knew we could count 
on him to deliver the goods. [=get the job done] 
do good 1 : to do kind or helpful things : to do things that 
help other people ■ She tried to make the community bet¬ 
ter by doing good. ■ She has done a lot of good in the com¬ 
munity. — see also do-gooder 2 a : to be useful or 
helpful — used with any, much, some, etc. ■ I tried to con¬ 
vince him to change his mind, but it didn’t do any good. [=1 
was unable to convince him] * He’s been exercising more 
and it seems to be doing some good. ■ You can try, but it 
probably won’t do much good. ■ It might do a little good, b 
: to be useful to or helpful for someone or something ■ You 
should exercise more. It might do you (some) good. ■ Weed¬ 
ing regularly will do your gaiden good. [=will improve 
your garden] ■ The visit with her grandchildren did her a 
world/lot of good. = (Brit) The visit with her grandchildren 
did her a power of good. [=it was very good for her; it 
made her feel much better and happier] ❖ If you do not 
think that something is helpful, useful, or worth doing, 
you can ask What good does it do?. What good is it?, 
What’s the good of it?, etc. ■ What good does it to do to 
bring an umbrella along [=why bring an umbrella along] if 
you are only going to leave it in the car? ■ What good is a 
college education when you can’t get a job after you grad¬ 
uate? ■ What’s the good of working hard if your boss 
doesn’t give you any credit for it? ■ I could try talking to 
him, but what good would that do/be? He has already made 
up his mind. 

for good also for good and all : forever ■ “When is she 
coming back?” “She’s not coming back. She’s gone for 
good." 

have/get the goods on informal Tb have/get the goods on 
someone is to have/get evidence showing that someone has 
done something wrong. ■ We can’t arrest her until we get 
the goods on her. 

in good with US, informal : in a favored position with 
(someone) • She’s in good with the boss. [=the boss likes 
her] 

it’s an ill wind that blows no good see 'ill 
no good or not any good : not effective or useful ■ I tried 
to convince him to change his mind, but it was no good, he 
wouldn’t listen to me. ■ It’s no good [=no use] talking to 
him. = It isn’t any good talking to him. — see also be any 
good (above) 

not much good : not very effective or useful ■ I tried to con¬ 
vince him to change his mind, but it wasn’t much good, 
to the good 1 — used to say that a particular result or ef¬ 
fect is good or would be good; usually used after all ■ If the 
new policy requires the government to keep more accu¬ 
rate records, that’s all to the good. [=that’s a good thing; 
that’s desirable] 2 — used to indicate an amount of gain 
or profit ■ In the end, we were $100 to the good. [=we 
gained $100] 

up to no good informal : doing bad things or planning to do 
bad things ■ If you ask me, that woman’s up to no good. 
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3 good adv, informal 

1 chiefly US : 'well 1 ■ Things have been going good lately. ■ 
The team is doing good this year. ■ “How did you hit the ball 
today?” "Good." The use of good to mean “well” is consid¬ 
ered wrong by many people. It occurs mainly in very infor¬ 
mal speech. 

2 chiefly US : completely and thoroughly * The other team 
whipped us good. ■ That was a funny joke you played on 
him. You really got him good. [=he was completely fooled by 
the joke] ■ “They sure soaked you with that bucket of water.” 
“Yeah, they really got me good." [=1 got completely soaked 
with water] • (Brit) Clean it up good and proper. 

3 — used for emphasis before words like long and many ■ I 
haven’t seen her for a good long time. [=a very long time] • 
There were a good many people [=a lot of people] at the 
meeting. ■ (chiefly Brit ) Not all our students go on to univer¬ 
sity, but a good few [=guite a few] of them do. 

good afternoon interj, somewhat formal — used to say 
hello to someone in the afternoon ■ Good aftemoon\ Thanks 
for calling. 

Good Book noun 

the Good Book: bible la ■ As the Good Book says ... 

1 good* bye also good-by /gud'bai/ interj — used to express 
good wishes when someone is leaving ■ Goodbye] See you lat¬ 
er! 

2 goOdbye also good by noun, pi -byes also -bys [count] 

1 : a remark or gesture made when someone is leaving ■ He 
said his goodbyes and left. ■ They said goodbye and went their 
separate ways. ■ They waved goodbye from the window. ■ She 
kissed him goodbye. — sometimes used figuratively ■ She 
said goodbye to her old job. [=she left her old job] 

2 : a time or occasion when someone leaves ■ a tearful good¬ 
bye ■ I can’t stand long goodbyes. 

kiss (something) goodbye see 'kiss 
good day interj, somewhat formal + old-fashioned — used to 
say hello or goodbye to someone in the daytime ■ Welcome 
and good day. 

good evening interj, somewhat formal — used to say hello 
to someone in the evening ■ Good evening , everyone, 
good faith noun [noncount] : honesty in dealing with other 
people ■ You have no right to question my good faith. — of¬ 
ten used before another noun • a good-faith effort 

- compare bad faith 

in good faith : in an honest and proper way ■ He bargained 
in good faith. ■ Both parties acted in good faith. 
good—for—nothing /'gudf^nAOuj/ adj [more most ~] 

informal : of no use or value ■ I like Jane, but I can’t stand 
that lazy good-for-nothing brother of hers. 

- good-for-nothing noun, pi -things [count] • Her 
brother is a lazy good-for-nothing. 

Good Friday noun, pi ~ -days [count, noncount] : the Fri¬ 
day before Easter that is observed by Christians as the anni¬ 
versary of the death of Jesus Christ 
good—heart*ed /'gud'haaOd/ adj [more most ~] : kind 

and generous ■ He’s a good-hearted [=kindhearted] fellow. ■ 
She offered a. good-hearted [=well-meaning] apology, 
good-hu-mored (US) or Brit good-hu-moured 
/'gud'hjuimerd/ adj [more most ~]: pleasant and cheerful 
■ She was still good-humored at the end of a tiring day. ■ He 
offered his comments in a good-humored manner. 

- good-hu-mored-ly (US) or Brit good-hu-moured-ly 
adv 

goodie variant spelling of GOODY 

good-ish /'gudij7 adj, chiefly Brit : somewhat good ■ She did 
a goodish [=fair] amount of work. ■ a goodish wine 
good life noun 

the good life 1 US : the kind of life that people with a lot 
of money are able to have ■ She grew up poor, but now 
she’s living the good life. ■ His idea of the good life includes 
owning several luxury cars. 2 : a happy and enjoyable life 
■ She gave up a good job in the city to move to the country 
in search of the good life. 

good—look-er /'gud , luka>/ noun, pi -ers [count] informal 
: an attractive person ■ Your girlfriend’s a real good-looker ! 
[=she is very good-looking] 

good—look-ing /'gudMukiij I adj [more most ~]: having 
a pleasing or attractive appearance : pretty, handsome, or 
beautiful ■ a very good-looking woman/man 
good-ly /'gudli/ adj, always used before a noun good-ll-er; 
-est somewhat old-fashioned : large in size or amount ■ We 
expect a goodly [-good] number of people to show up. ■ He 


lives a goodly [-considerable] distance from his family. * a 
goodly sum 

good morning interj — used to say hello to someone in 
the morning > Good morning. How are you today? 
good name noun, pi ~ names [count] : a person’s good 
reputation ■ I don’t want the scandal to ruin my good name. 
good—na*tlired /'gud'neitfaKi/ adj [more most ~] 
: friendly, pleasant, or cheerful ■ Her good-natured personal¬ 
ity put us all at ease. • a good-natured competition 

— opposite ILL-NATURED 

- good-na-tured-ly adv 
good-ness /'gudnas/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the quality or state of being good: such as a : the quality 
or state of being kind, honest, generous, helpful, etc. ■ I be¬ 
lieve there is (some) goodness in everyone. ■ Even if you 
don’t agree, at least have the goodness to be polite! ■ She 
agreed to help him out of the goodness of her heart ^be¬ 
cause she is a kind and generous person] b : the quality or 
state of being useful or effective ■ If you cook the vegetables 
too long, they’ll lose all their (natural) goodness. 

2 — used to express mild surprise or shock ■ Goodness, it’s 
hot out today! ■ Goodness (only) knows how it happened. ■ 
“Did you stop them?” “ Goodness (gracious), no!” ■ Oh, my 
goodness ! People use / swear to goodness, I hope to 
goodness, or / wish to goodness to add force to a statement. 

■ I wish to goodness that you would hurry up! 

for goodness’ sake — used to express surprise or annoy¬ 
ance ■ Will you hurry up, for goodness’ sake! 
goodness knows see 'know 

good night interj — used to express good wishes in the 
evening especially when someone is leaving or going to sleep 

■ Good night. I’ll see you in the morning. 

good old boy or good ol’ boy or good ole boy 
/'gudoul,boi/ noun, pi ~ boys [count] US, informal: a white 
man from the southern U.S. who has interests, beliefs, etc., 
that are commonly associated with white southern men 
Good Sa«mar*i*tan /-sa'meratan/ noun, pi - -tans 
[count] : a person who helps other people and especially 
strangers when they have trouble ■ We had a flat tire on the 
highway but fortunately a Good Samaritan stopped to help 
us change it. 

good—Sized /'gud'saizd/ adj ' somewhat large - They live in 
a good-sized house. ■ a good-sized crowd 
goods train noun, pi ~ trains [count] Brit : freight 

TRAIN 

good—tem«pered / , gud'tempa i d/ adj [more most ~] 

: usually calm and cheerful : not easily angered or upset ■ a 
good-tempered dog ■ The baby is very good-tempered. [=the 
baby has a very good temper] 
gOOd-Will /,gud'wil/ noun [noncount] 

1 or good will : a kind, helpful, or friendly feeling or atti¬ 
tude ■ She has/feels goodwill toward all her coworkers. ■ 
They allowed him to keep the extra money as a gesture of 
goodwill. ■ trying to promote goodwill • people of goodwill — 
often used before another noun ■ a goodwill gesture ■ a good¬ 
will ambassador on a goodwill tour/mission 

2 business : the amount of value that a company’s good rep¬ 
utation adds to its overall value ■ goodwill and other assets ■ 
loss of goodwill 

goody or good-le /'gudi/ noun, pi good-ies [count] infor¬ 
mal 

1 : something that tastes good ■ She gave each of the chil¬ 
dren a goody at snack time. — usually plural ■ The store sells 
cakes and pies and all kinds of other goodies. 

2 : something that people want or like : something desirable 

■ The company offers health insurance, paid vacation, and 
other goodies like stock options. ■ This song is an oldie but a 
goodie. ■ Each guest was given a goody bag. [=a bag contain¬ 
ing a small gift] 

3 somewhat old-fashioned — used in speech especially by 
children or when talking to children to show excitement and 
pleasure ■ “Are we going to the circus? Goody V' 

4 Brit: a good person in a book, movie, etc. ■ He plays one of 
the goodies [=good guys] in his latest film and defeats all the 
baddies. 

goody-goody Agudi'gudi/ noun, pi -goodies [count] in¬ 
formal + disapproving : a person (such as a child) whose good 
behavior and politeness are annoying because they seem to 
be excessive or not sincere - The other kids don’t like her be¬ 
cause she’s a goody-goody. [=goody two-shoes] — often used 
before another noun • He can’t stand goody-goody types, 
goody two-shoes or Goody Two-shoes /'gudi'tu:- 
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Ju:z/ noun, pi ~ two—shoes or ~ Two—shoes [count] in- 
formal + disapproving : goody-goody ■ You didn’t invite 
her to the party, did you? She's such a goody two-shoes. 
gooey /‘gu:wi/ adj goo-ier: -est informal: wet and sticky 
■ We had gooey hot fudge sundaes. • a gooey mess — often 
used figuratively ■ a gooey romantic comedy [=a vei-y senti¬ 
mental romantic comedy] 

’goof /'gu:f/ verb goofs; goofed; goof.ing chiefly US, in- 
formal : to make a careless or stupid mistake : to make a 
goof [no obj ] It was clear that someone had goofed. — often 
+ up • I really goofed up this time. [+ obj\ — usually + up • 
They both goofed up their lines. 

goof around [phrasal verb] chiefly US, informal : to spend 
time doing silly or playful things ■ The kids are goofing 
around , watching TV and hanging out. 
goof off [phrasal verb] chiefly US, informal : to spend time 
doing things that are not useful or serious ■ He spent the 
day goofing off instead of working. — see also goof-off 
goof on [phrasal verb] goof on (someone or something) US 
slang : to make jokes about (someone or something) in a 
way that is either playful or unkind ■ They’re just goofing 
on [= kidding with, teasing] you. 

2 goof noun, pi goofs [count] chiefly US, informal 

1 : a silly or stupid person ■ Don’t be such a goof. 

2 : a careless or stupid mistake • I’ll admit it’s my goof • I 
made a major goof. 

goof*ball /'gu:f,ba:l/ noun, pi -balls [count] US, informal : a 
silly or stupid person : goof 

goof—off /'gu:f,a:f/ noun, pi -offs [count] chiefly US, infor¬ 
mal : a person who avoids work or responsibility : someone 
who goofs off a lot ■ goof-offs who never do any work 
goofy /'gu:fi/ adj goof-i-er; -est [also more most ~] in¬ 
formal : crazy or silly ■ She was making goofy faces at us in 
class. ■ a goofy grin/smile ■ He’s a goofy guy. • an actress 
known for her goofy charm 

— goof-i-ly /'guifali/ adv ■ He smiled goofily. — goof.i-ness 
/'guifinas/ noun [noncount] • a moment of goofiness in an 
otherwise serious interview 

goo«gly—eyed /'gu:gli,aid/ adj : having eyes that stick out ■ 
a googly-eyed monster • a googly-eyed frog : having eyes that 
are very open or staring because of amazement, admiration, 
etc. ■ googly-eyed lovers ■ googly-eyed fans 
goon /'gu:n/ noun, pi goons [count] informal 

1 chiefly US : a person who is hired to threaten, beat up, or 
kill someone : thug ■ He was beat up by a couple of goons. 

2 chiefly Brit : a stupid person 

goop /'gu:p/ noun [noncount] informal : a sticky or greasy 
substance ■ I stepped in some goop. 

1 goose /'gu:s/ noun, pi geese /'gi:s/ 

1 [count] : any one of many different kinds of birds that 
swim, that are larger than ducks, and that have a long neck 
and webbed feet • a flock/gaggle of geese 

2 [count] : a female goose — compare gander 

3 [noncount] : the meat of a goose used as food ■ roast goose 

4 [count] informal + old-fashioned : a foolish or silly person 

— usually singular ■ You silly goose, 
cook someone’s goose see 2 cook 

the golden goose or the goose that lays the golden egg 

: something that is a very good source of money or busi¬ 
ness ■ The city’s leaders don’t want to do anything that 
could kill the golden goose of tourism. 
what’s good for the goose is good for the gander (US) 
or chiefly Brit what’s sauce for the goose is sauce for 
the gander — used to say that one person or situation 
should be treated the same way that another person or sit¬ 
uation is treated ■ If he can go out with his friends at night, 
then she should be able to. too. What's good for the goose is 
good for the gander. 

wouldn’t say boo to a goose see 'boo 

— see also wild goose chase 

2 goose verb goos»es; goosed; goos*ing [+ obj] US, infor¬ 
mal 

1 : to touch or pinch (someone) on the buttocks 

2 : to increase the activity or amount of (something) ■ They 
hope the new product will help to goose (up) profits. 

goose*ber*ry /'gu^beri, Brit 'guzbri/ noun, pi -ries [count] 

1 : a small green berry that has a sour taste — see color pic¬ 
ture on page C5 

2 Brit, informal : an extra person who is present when two 
other people (such as lovers) want to be alone together — 
used especially in the phrase play gooseberry ■ He was left to 


play gooseberry while the other two talked and laughed all 
evening. 

goose bumps noun [plural] chiefly US, informal : small 
bumps on your skin that are caused by cold, fear, or a sud¬ 
den feeling of excitement ■ I get goose bumps every time 1 
think about it. • It gives megoo.se bumps. — called also goose 
flesh, (chiefly Brit) goose pimples 

goose egg noun, pi ~~ eggs [count] US, informal : a score 
of zero • The two teams matched goose eggs [=they both 
scored no runs] for five innings. • They put another goose egg 
up on the scoreboard. 

goose*neck /'gu:s,nek/ noun, pi -necks [count]: a flexible 
metal pipe 

goose Step noun [singular] : a way of marching by kicking 
your legs forward very high and not bending your knees 

- goose-step /'gu:s,stcp/ verb -steps; -stepped; -step¬ 
ping [no obj] ■ The soldiers goose-stepped past the general 
in the parade. 

GOP /,cfei: ,ou*pi:/ noun 

the GOP : the Republican Party of the U.S. ■ longtime mem¬ 
bers of the GOP — often used as GOP before another noun 
■ a GOP governor ■ attending the GOP convention ^ GOP 
is an abbreviation of “Grand Old Party.” 
go«pher PgouizrJ noun, pi -phers [count] : an American an¬ 
imal that is similar to a large rat and that lives in the ground 
gopher ball noun, pi ~ balls [count] baseball, informal : a 
pitch that a batter hits for a home run ■ a pitcher who has 
thrown eight gopher balls so far this year 
Gor-di*an knot /‘goa'dijan-/ noun, pi ~ knots [count] : a 
complicated and difficult problem ■ a Gordian knot of legal 
troubles 

cut the Gordian knot : to solve a difficult problem in a very 
direct way by doing something forceful or extreme 
1 gore /'goa7 noun [noncount] 

1 : thick blood from a wound 

2 : violent images or scenes that show a lot of blood ■ The 
movie contains excessive violence, gore, and profanity. ■ 
blood and gore 

2 gore verb gores; gored; gorging [+ obj] of an animal : to 
wound (a person or another animal) with a horn or tusk ■ 
The bull gored him. — usually (be) gored • He was gored by a 
bull. 

1 gorge /'goatfe/ noun, pi gorg<es [count] 

1 : a deep, narrow area between hills or mountains 

2 If your gorge rises you feel sick, disgusted, or angry. ■ 
My gorge rises [=1 feel very angry] when I think of children 
living in such bad conditions. ■ a disgusting odor that made 
my gorge rise [=made me feel like vomiting] 

2 gorge verb gorg.es; gorged; gorg.ing 

1 : to eat large amounts of food — usually + on [no obj] We 
gorged on chips and cookies. [+ obj] We gorged ourselves 
on chips and cookies. 

2 [+ obj ] : to fill (something) completely — usually used as 
(be) gorged ■ tissue gorged with blood 

gor-geous /'go&cbas/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : very beautiful or attractive ■ Your baby is absolutely gor¬ 
geous ! ■ a gorgeous young man/woman ■ a gotgeous red dress 

2 : very enjoyable or pleasant ■ gorgeous summer afternoons 

— gor*geous*ly adv • The book is gorgeously illustrated. 
— gor*geous«ness noun [noncount] 

Gor*gon /'goa^gan/ noun, pi -gons [count] : any one of the 
three sisters in Greek mythology who had snakes for hair 
and who could turn anyone who looked at them into stone ■ 
Medusa the Gorgon 

Gor*gon<zo*la /igoa'gan'zoula/ noun [noncount] : an Ital¬ 
ian cheese that contains blue mold and that has a strong fla¬ 
vor 

go-ril'la /ga'rila/ noun, pi -las [count] 

1 : a type of very large ape that has black fur and that comes 
from Africa — see picture at ape 

2 informal : a large, strong, and usually ugly or frightening 
man • She hired some gorilla as her bodyguard. 

800-pound gorilla US, informal : someone or something 

that is very powerful and difficult to control or ignore • 
Their company is the 800-pound gorilla of the computer 
industry. 

gorm-less /'goarnlas/ adj [more most ~] Brit, informal 
: very stupid or foolish • a gormless fool 
go—round /'goUiraund/ noun, pi -rounds [count] chiefly 
US, informal: one of a series of repeated actions or events ■ I 
missed their show (on) the first go-round. [=the first time 
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they came here] — called also go-around 
gory /'gori/ adj gor-i-er; -est : having or showing a lot of vi¬ 
olence and blood • a gory crime scene ■ gory horror movies 
gory detail(s) informal To describe something in gory de¬ 
tail or to give (all) the gory details about something is to 
tell all the small details about something that is unpleasant 
or interesting in a shocking way. ■ The murder was de¬ 
scribed in gory detail. ■ Please, spare us the gory details. 
[=do not tell us all the unpleasant facts] 
gosh /'ga:jy interj, informal — used to express surprise or 
mild anger ■ “ Gosh , is she OK?” ■ “Oh gosh, that’s beautiful!” 

■ Gosh dam it! 

gosling /'ga:zlir)/ noun, pi -lings [count] : a young goose 
go-slow /,gou'slou/ noun, pi -slows [count] Brit: an action 
in which workers protest against an employer by working 
slowly 

gOS'pel /'gcrspal/ noun, pi -pels 

1 or Gospel [singular] : the teachings of the Christian reli¬ 
gion — usually used with the • preaching/spreading the Gos¬ 
pel [=telling people about Christianity] 

2 Gospel [count] : any one of the first four books of the 
Christian Bible that tell of the life of Jesus Christ ■ a reading 
from the Gospel of St. John 

3 [singular] : an idea or set of ideas that someone believes 
and often tries to make other people believe • She’s always 
spreading/preaching the gospel of good health. [=telling peo¬ 
ple about the importance of good health] 

4 [noncount] : something that is believed to be definitely true 

■ These myths are accepted/taken as gospel [=believed to be 
true] by many teenagers. ■ I didn’t do it, and that’s the gospel 
truth. [=the absolute truth; a completely true statement] 

5 [noncount] : a type of Christian music that was created by 
African-Americans in the southern U.S. • She sings gospel. ■ a 
gospel choir — called also gospel music 

gos-sa-mer /'gaisama 1 / noun [noncount] 

1 : a piece of a spider’s web 

2 literary : a very light or delicate material • a butterfly’s 
wings of gossamer — often used before another noun ■ gos¬ 
samer wings/petals ■ gossamer fabric 

1 gOS'Sip /'gaisap/ noun, pi -sips 

1 [noncount] a : information about the behavior and per¬ 
sonal lives of other people ■ Have you heard the latest (piece 
of) gossip about their divorce? • He had been spreading gos¬ 
sip about his coworkers, b ; information about the lives of 
famous people ■ the latest news and gossip from the enter¬ 
tainment industry ■ She writes a gossip column in the paper. ■ 
a gossip columnist 

2 [count] : a person who often talks about the private details 
of other people’s lives ■ He’s a terrible gossip. 

3 [count] chiefly Brit : a conversation about the personal lives 
of other people ■ I like having a good gossip now and then. 

— gos-sipy /'gaisapi/ adj [more most ~] informal ■ a gos¬ 
sipy magazine/writer 

2 gossip verb -sips; -siped; -slp-ing [no obj] : to talk about 
the personal lives of other people ■ They spent the afternoon 
gossiping on the phone. ■ They often gossip with each other 
about their neighbors. 

— gos-sip-er noun,pi -ers [count] • a malicious gossiper 
gos-sip-mon-ger / , ga:s3p l ma:i]g3 l , ‘gasspiinAQga/ noun, 

pi -gers [count] disapproving : a person who enjoys talking 
about other people’s private lives : a person who spreads 
gossip 

got past tense and past participle of GET 
1 got-cha /'gcutJV — used in writing to represent the sound of 
the phrase got you when it is spoken quickly ■ She ran after 
him, grabbed him by the arm, and said “ GotchaV ’ [=1 got you; 
I caught you] • “We’ll have to leave soon, so be ready.” 
"Gotcha." [=1 have got you; I understand] The pronuncia¬ 
tion represented by gotcha occurs only in very informal 
speech. The written form should be avoided except when 
you are trying to represent or record such speech. 
2 got-cha noun, pi -chas [count] US, informal: an unexpect¬ 
ed problem or usually unpleasant surprise ■ The program has 
a few gotchas in store for unsuspecting computer users, 
goth /'gaiB/ noun, pi goths 

1 [noncount] : a type of rock music with words that express 
sad, depressing, or frightening ideas 

2 [count] : a person who listens to or performs goth music, 
wears mostly black clothing, uses black and white makeup, 
and often has dyed black hair 

Gottl-ic /'ga:Gik/ adj 

1 : of or relating to a style of writing that describes strange 


or frightening events that take place in mysterious places ■ 
Gothic novels 

2 : of or relating to a style of architecture that was popular 
in Europe between the 12th and 16th centuries and that uses 
pointed arches, thin and tall walls, and large windows ■ a 
Gothic cathedral 

go—to /'goo,tu:/ adj, always used before a noun, US, informal 
: always helpful : producing desired results or information 
when needed ■ She’s the team’s go-to player [=she is the play¬ 
er that the team relies on] when they need to score late in the 
game. ■ He’s the go-to guy in the office for tax information, 
got-ta /'gaita/ — used in writing to represent the sound of 
the phrase got to when it is spoken quickly ■ “W e've gotta go.” 
[=we have got to go] • “I gotta [=have got to] get a new pair of 
shoes.” *$• The pronunciation represented by gotta is com¬ 
mon in informal speech. The written form should be avoided 
except when you are trying to represent or record such 
speech. 

gotten past participle of GET 

Gou-da /'guida/ noun [noncount]: a Dutch cheese that has a 
mild taste 

1 gouge /'gaucfc/ verb goug-es; gouged; goug-ing [+ obJ\ 

1 a : to cut a deep hole in (something) • The lamp fell and 
gouged the table, b : to make (a deep hole) in something ■ A 
bomb had gouged a large crater in the street. 

2 US, informal : to make (someone) pay too much money 
for something ■ They feel that they are being gouged by the 
oil companies. ■ The company has been gouging [-overcharg¬ 
ing] its customers for years. ■ They have been accused of 
price gouging, [^making their customers pay too much 
money] 

gouge out [phrasal verb] gouge out (something) or gouge 
(something) out 1 : to remove (something) by digging or 
cutting • The impact of the accident gouged a big piece out 
of the wall. ■ He threatened to gouge my eyes out. 2 : to 
make (a hole or path) by digging or cutting ■ The river 
gouged out a wide path between the mountains. 

— goug-er noun, pi -ers [count] chiefly US • a price gouger 
2 gouge noun, pi gouges [count] 

1 : a metal tool with a curved, sharp end that is used to cut 
and shape wood 

2 : a deep cut or hole ■ The accident left a big gouge in the 
side of the car. 

gou-lash /'gu:,la:J, Brit 'gu:,l£eJV noun 

1 [noncount] : a dish of meat, vegetables, and paprika that is 
slowly cooked in liquid ■ Hungarian goulash 

2 [singular] : a mixture of different things ■ a goulash of facts 
and figures 

gourd /'go»d, 'gua-d/ noun, pi gourds [count] : any one of 
several types of fruits that have a hard shell and that are used 
for decoration and not for eating 

out of your gourd US, informal : crazy « That guy is com¬ 
pletely out of his gourd. [=(more commonly) out of his 
mind] — sometimes used to give emphasis • I was bored 
out of my gourd. [=1 was very bored] 

— gourd-like /'goa , d,laik, 'guad,laik/ adj [more most ~] ■ 
a gourdlike fruit 

gour-mand /'gua L ,ma:nd/ noun, pi -mands [count] : a per¬ 
son who loves to eat and drink : a person who eats and 
drinks too much 

gourmet /'gua^mei, gua-'mei/ noun, pi -mets [count] : a 
person who enjoys and knows a lot about good food and 
wine 

— gour-met adj, always used before a noun ■ a gourmet meal 
[=a meal of very high quality; a meal that appeals to gour¬ 
mets] ■ gourmet foods • a gourmet cook/chef [=an excellent 
cook/chef who makes gourmet meals] 

gout /'gaut/ noun [noncount] : a disease that causes painful 
swelling of the joints especially in the toes 

— gouty /‘gauti/ adj gout-i-er; -est ■ gouty toes 

gOV abbr 1 gov. government 2 Gov. governor ■ Gov. Jerry 
Brown 3 government institution — used in Internet ad¬ 
dresses ■ http://www.whitehouse,gov 
gov-ern /'gw&n/ verb -erns; -erned; -ern-ing 
1 : to officially control and lead (a group of people) : to 
make decisions about laws, taxes, social programs, etc., for 
(a country, state, etc.) [+ obj] Members of the party have 
governed [=ruled] the country for the last 20 years. ■ The tribe 
is governed by a 10-member council. • They want to form 
their own country and govern themselves, [no obj] The scan¬ 
dal limited her ability to govern effectively. ■ How would he 
govern if he were elected president? 
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2 [+ obj] : to control the way that (something) is done ■ She 
suggested changing the state’s laws governing the sale of alco¬ 
hol. ■ The council governs fishing in the region. 

3 [+ obj] : to control or guide the actions of (someone or 
something) ■ We will be studying the forces that govern the 
Earth’s climate. ■ Tradition governs all aspects of their lives. ■ 
He allows himself to be governed by his emotions. 

— gov-ern*able /'gAvanabal/ adj [more most ~] ■ a gov¬ 
ernable city 

gOV*er*nance /'g/vvarans/ noun [noncount] formal : the 
way that a city, company, etc., is controlled by the people 
who run it ■ They have very different approaches to the gov¬ 
ernance of the city. ■ corporate governance 
gov-ern-ess /'g/v vaiias/ noun, pi -ess-es [count] : a wom¬ 
an who is paid to care for and teach a child in the child’s 
house 

governing adj, always used before a noun 

1 : controlling and making decisions for a country, organi¬ 
zation, etc. ■ She is currently the leader of the governing par¬ 
ty. ■ a five-member governing board/council/body 

2 : controlling or guiding the actions of someone or some¬ 
thing ■ Tradition is the governing factor in the lives of these 
people. ■ Their governing principle is to provide their custom¬ 
ers with the best possible products. —see also self- 
governing 

aov»errvment /‘gAvamant/ noun, pi -merits 

1 [count] : the group of people who control and make deci¬ 
sions for a country, state, etc. ■ The government has been 
slow to react to the crisis. ■ She works for the federal govern¬ 
ment. ■ the national/central government ■ We need to im¬ 
prove relations with foreign governments. ■ the British gov¬ 
ernment ■ a corrupt/powerful/weak government — often 
used before another noun ■ They have promised to reduce 
government spending. ■ a government agency/official/pro¬ 
gram - government policies and regulations In British En¬ 
glish, government is used with both singular and plural verbs. 
■ The government is/are working on the problem. — see also 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT, STUDENT GOVERNMENT 

2 [noncount] a : a particular system used for controlling a 
country, state, etc. ■ He is a firm believer in democratic/rep¬ 
resentative government, b : the process or manner of con¬ 
trolling a country, state, etc. ■ We learned about different 
methods/systems of government. ■ The country has been 
damaged by many years of weak/corrupt government. — see 
also BIG GOVERNMENT 

— gov-ern-men-tal /ig/warn'ment]/ adj ■ governmental 
agencies ■ The law provides governmental protection for in¬ 
vestors. — gov*ern»men-taMy /^Avan'mentfi/ adv m gov- 
emmentally funded programs 

qov*er«nor Pgwn&Z noun, pi -nors [count] 

1 or Governor : a person who is the leader of the govern¬ 
ment of a state, province, etc. ■ the governor of the state of 
Florida ■ Governor Jones — abbr. Gov.; see also lieutenant 
GOVERNOR 

2 a : a person who is part of a group of people who control a 
large organization, school, etc. ■ He was the chairman of the 
board of governors at the school, b chiefly Brit : a person 
who is in charge of a school, prison, or other large organiza¬ 
tion or institution ■ the governor of the Bank of England ■ the 
school governor ■ a prison governor [=(US) warden] 

3 Brit, infoimal: a man who has authority over other people 
: BOSS ■ Wait here while I get the governor. 

gOV*er*nor*Ship /'gAvna^Xip/ noun, pi -ships 

1 [noncount] : the job of a governor ■ a candidate for the gov¬ 
ernorship 

2 [count] : the period when a person is a governor ■ The state 
has done well during her governorship. 

govt. (chiefly US) or Brit govt abbr government 
gown /'gaun/ noun, pi gowns [count] 

1 : a long, formal dress that a woman wears especially dur¬ 
ing a special event ■ The bride wore a lovely lace wedding 
gown. ■ a red evening gown [=a gown that is worn to events 
in the eveningl ■ a beautiful ball gown [=a gown that is worn 
to large formal parties for dancing] 

2 : a loose piece of clothing that covers most of the body ■ a 
hospital gown [=a robe worn by a patient in a hospital] 

— see also dressing gown, nightgown 

3 : a loose piece of clothing that is worn over other clothes 
during an official event by a judge, a priest, a student, etc. 

G.P. (< chiefly US) or Brit GP abbr general practitioner 
GPA abbr, US grade point average 

GPS /,cbi:,pi:'Es/ noun [noncount] : a radio system that uses 


signals from satellites to tell you where you are and to give 
you directions to other places ■ The car comes with GPS. 
GPS is an abbreviation of “Global Positioning System.’* 
' □rab /'grab/ verb grabs; grabbed; grab-bing 

1 : to quickly take and hold (someone or something) with 
your hand or arms [+ obj] She grabbed his wrist. = She 
grabbed him by the wrist. ■ I have to go back in the house 
and grab my car keys. • He tried to grab the ball out of her 
hands. = He tried to grab it (away) from her. ■ He grabbed 
hold of a tree branch [=he grabbed a tree branch] and pulled 
himself out of the water, [no obj] The little boy grabbed 
onto his mother’s leg and wouldn’t let go. 

2 [+ obj] : to take or get (something) in a quick and informal 
way ■ Grab me a beer, please. = Grab a beer for me, please. ■ 
I’ll grab a taxi and meet you there. ■ Let’s grab a bite to eat 
before the movie starts. ■ Grab a seat. [=sit down] I’ll be with 
you in a minute. 

3 [+ obj] informal a : to get the attention or interest of 
(someone or something) ■ The store had a lot of nice stuff, 
but nothing really grabbed me. ■ The play grabs the audience 
from the opening scene. ■ How does that grab you ? [=what 
do you think of that idea?] b : to get or be given (some¬ 
thing, such as attention) ■ One player in particular has been 
grabbing a lot of attention lately. ■ A new cancer treatment 
grabbed (the) headlines [=it was given much attention in the 
news] this week. 

4 [+ obj] : to take (something) usually in an unfair way ■ 
They tried to grab the largest portion of the money for them¬ 
selves. ■ He grabbed the company (away) from its founders. 
grab at/for [phrasal verb] grab at/for (someone or some¬ 
thing) : to quickly stretch out your hand and try to touch 
or hold (something or someone) ■ People were grabbing at 
her as she walked through the crowd. • He grabbed for the 
ball and missed. — often used figuratively ■ We grabbed at 
the chance to go. ■ political parties grabbing for power 

— grab’ber noun, pi -bers [count] ■ That outfit is a real at¬ 
tention grabber. ■ a headline grabber 

2 grab noun, pi grabs [count] 

1 : a quick attempt to take or get something — usually sin¬ 
gular; often + for ■ He is a member of a group that has bro¬ 
ken away from the party’s leaders in a grab for power. ■ a 
grab for attention ■ She made a grab for the last cookie. [=she 
tried to grab the last cookie] 

2 : the act of taking something in a forceful or illegal way ■ 
an illegal land grab 

up for grabs : available for anyone to try to get ■ Several po¬ 
sitions on the team are still up for grabs. ■ With the election 
just a few weeks away, a lot of voters are still up for grabs. 
grab bag noun, pi ~ bags [count] US 

1 : a bag that holds many small gifts and that you reach into 
in order to pull one out without knowing what it is 

— compare lucky dip 

2 informal : a group or mixture of different things ■ Congress 
has proposed a grab bag of tax cuts. 

grab*by /'grsebi/ adj grab«bi«er; -est infaunal: tending to 
take things in a quick and selfish way : GREEDY ■ a grabby 
govemment/corporalion ■ You need to learn to share and 
not be so grabby. 

1 grace /'greis/ noun, pi grac*es 

1 [noncount] : a way of moving that is smooth and attractive 
and that is not stiff or awkward ■ She walked across the stage 
with effortless grace. 

2 a [noncount] : a controlled, polite, and pleasant way of be¬ 
having ■ She handles her problems with grace and dignity. ■ 
He has shown remarkable grace during this crisis. People 
say you have the (good) grace to do something when they 
approve of what you do and consider it to be polite and 
proper. ■ She has the grace [=she is polite/nice enough] to lis¬ 
ten to everyone’s complaints. ■ At least he had the good grace 
to admit that he was wrong, b graces [plural] : skills that 
are needed for behaving in a polite way in social situations ■ 
She is quite lovable despite her lack of social graces- 

3 [noncount] a : help or kindness that God gives or shows 
to people ■ Let us give thanks for God’s grace. ■ By the grace 
of God, no one was seriously hurt. People use the phrase 
(there) but for the grace of God (go I) to say that they could 
be in the same bad situation as someone else. ■ I saw a home¬ 
less person on the street and thought “ there but for the grace 
of God go 7.” [=1 am lucky not to be homeless also] b : a 
state of being pleasing to God ■ She tried to live her life in 
God’s grace. ■ He died in a state of grace . [=he died after he 
asked God to forgive his sins] 
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grace ■ graduate 


4 [ noncount ]: a short prayer that is said before a meal ■ They 
asked her to say grace at dinner. 

5 Grace [noncount] — used as a title for a duke, a duchess, 
or an archbishop; used with his, her, or your ■ His Grace the 
Duke ■ Yes, Your Grace. 

airs and graces see ‘air 

fall from grace If you fall from grace or experience a fall 
from grace, you no longer enjoy the success or good repu¬ 
tation that you once had, usually because you have done 
something wrong. ■ The governor fell from grace after be¬ 
ing accused of tax fraud. ■ The book tells of his fall from 
grace. 

In someone’s good graces If you are in someone’s good 
graces , that person likes you and has a good opinion of 
you. ■ He works late to stay in his boss’s good graces, 
with bad/ill grace : in a way that shows that you are not 
happy about something : in an unpleasant way ■ They 
agreed to the compromise with bad grace, 
with good grace : in a polite and pleasant way ■ She accept¬ 
ed his advice with good grace. [^graciously] ■ They lost the 
game with good grace. 

— see also coup de grace, saving grace 

2 grace verb graces; graced; grac-ing [+ obj] formal : to 
decorate or add beauty to (something) ■ Several marble stat¬ 
ues grace the courtyard. ■ Her face has graced [= appeared on] 
the cover of many magazines. 

grace (a person , group, etc.) with your presence : to 
come to a place to be with (a person, group, etc.) — usual¬ 
ly used humorously "He finally decided to grace us with his 
presence [=he finally showed up] 10 minutes after dinner 
started. ■ Will you be gracing the meeting with your pres¬ 
ence ? [=will you be coming to the meeting?] 
grace»ful /'greisfal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : moving in a smooth and attractive way ■ He has become a 
very graceful dancer. ■ the graceful movements of a ballerina 

2 : having a smooth and pleasing shape or style ■ She was a 
graceful young woman with delicate features. ■ the long, 
graceful neck of a swan ■ His writing is clear and graceful. 

3 : polite or kind ■ There was no graceful way to say no to 
their offer. 

— grace-ful-ly adv • The dancers moved gracefully across 
the stage. ■ She has aged gracefully. [=she has continued to 
be healthy and young looking as she has gotten older] 
— grace-ful-ness noun [noncount] 

grace-less /'greislas/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : awkward or clumsy ■ graceless movements 

2 : having a style or shape that is not attractive or pleasing ■ 
Her writing can be graceless and awkward at times. ■ a mas¬ 
sive, graceless building 

3 : not kind or polite ■ She was criticized for her graceless 
[=rude] refusal to help. 

— grace-less-ly adv ■ a gracelessly written book ■ She grace- 
lessly refused to help. — grace-less-ness noun [non¬ 
count] ■ the gracelessness of her refusal 

grace period noun, pi ~ -ods [count] : an amount of extra 
time that someone is given to pay a bill, finish a project, etc. ■ 
The terms of the loan allow for a ten-day grace period. 
gra-cioUS /'greijas/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : very polite in a way that shows respect ■ It was very gra¬ 
cious [=kind, courteous] of him to offer us a place to stay. • a 
gracious hostess ■ Thank you for your gracious hospitality. 

2 : having or showing the attractive things (such as charm, 
good taste, and comfort) that are associated with having a lot 
of money ■ The magazine promotes gracious living. ■ a gra¬ 
cious mansion 

3 old-fashioned — used as an interjection to express mild 
surprise or for emphasis ■ Gracious , I never expected to see 
you here! ■ Good gracious, no. ■ Goodness gracious, I hope it 
works. 

— gra-cious-iy adv ■ He graciously offered us a place to 
stay. — gra-cious-ness noun [noncount] 

grack-le /'greekal/ noun, pi grack-les [count] : a common 
American bird that has shiny black feathers 
grad /'grad/ noun, pi grads [count] US, informal : gradu¬ 
ate ■ college grads 

— grad adj, always used before a noun ■ He’s still in grad 
school. ■ grad students [=students in graduate school] 

gra-da-tion /grei'deifan/ noun, pi -tions [count] : a small 
difference between two points or parts that can be seen in 
something that changes gradually — often + of* subtle gra¬ 
dations of color/meaning 
1 grade /'greid/ noun, pi grades [count] 


1 US a : a level of study that is completed by a student dur¬ 
ing one year ■ Our son is in (the) fourth/twelfth grade, b 
: the students in the same year of study at a school ■ The fifth 
grade will perform their annual play this week. 

2 : a number or letter that indicates how a student per¬ 
formed in a class or on a test • (US) I got a good grade on my 
math test. = (Brit) I got a good grade in my maths test. - a 
grade of 90 percent or better ■ Her grades are up/better this 
semester. ■ passing/failing grades 

3 a : a particular level of quality ■ an expensive grade of 
leather ■ government grades for beef b : a particular posi¬ 
tion or rank in an organization ■ junior grade officers — see 
also HIGH-GRADE, LOW-GRADE 

4 US : a place where the ground slopes up or down : gradi¬ 
ent ■ a steep six percent grade 

make the grade : to be good enough or perform well 
enough to succeed ■ Many people apply for these positions, 
but only a few make the grade. 

2 grade verb grades; grad-ed; grad-ing [+ obj] 

1 chiefly US : to give a grade to (a student or a student’s 
work) ■ Students will be graded on their reading ability. ■ She 
hasn’t finished grading the exams. 

2 : to give a rating to (something) ■ How would you grade 
your meal on a scale from one to five? 

3 : to separate (things) into groups or classes according to a 
particular quality ■ The eggs are graded according to size. 

4 : to give (a surface) a desired degree of slope ■ They graded 
the new highway. 

grade A adj : of the highest quality ■ a grade A performance 
grade point average noun, pi ~ -ages [count] US : a 
number that indicates a student’s average grade — abbr. 
GPA 

grad-er /'greiday noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 US : a student in a particular grade in school - a sixth grad¬ 
er [=a student in the sixth grade] 

2 : a person who grades students or their work ■ Her stu¬ 
dents say that she’s a tough/easy grader. 

3 : a machine used for grading a surface ■ a road grader 
grade school noun, pi ~ schools [count, noncount] US 

: ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

grade—school-er /'greid,sku:W noun, pi -ers [count] US 
: a child in elementary school 

gra-di-ent /'greidijant/ noun, pi -ents [count] : a place 
where the ground slopes up or down : slope - a steep gradi¬ 
ent 

grad-U-al /'greecfcawal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : moving or changing in small amounts : happening in a 
slow way over a long period of time ■ We noticed a gradual 
change in temperature. ■ The hospital has made gradual im¬ 
provements in health care. 

2 : not steep • a gradual slope 

— grad-u-al-ly adv • The population gradually increased. ■ 
The temperature changed gradually. ■ The cat moved grad¬ 
ually forward. 

1 qrad-u-ate /'greecha.weit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-lng 

1 a [no obj] : to earn a degree or diploma from a school, col¬ 
lege, or university ■ He graduated from the university last 
June. ■ They both graduated with honors. ■ She graduated 
with a degree in history. • He joined the navy after graduat¬ 
ing from high school. ■ a graduating class of 300 students 
In British English, graduate refers only to earning a college 
or university degree. In U.S. English, graduate is also used 
for other schools (such as high schools), b [+ obj] US, of a 
school, college, or university : to award a degree or diploma to 
(a student) — usually used as (be) graduated • He was gradu¬ 
ated from the university last June, c [+ obj] US, informal 
: to earn a degree or diploma from (a school, college, or uni¬ 
versity) ■ He joined the navy after graduating high school. 

2 [no obj] : to move from one level to another usually higher 
level ■ The word has graduated from slang to accepted use. ■ 
My nephew has graduated from baby food to solid food. • 
The former child actor has finally graduated [=moved on] to 
more serious roles. 

2 grad-U-ate /'grzecfeawat/ noun, pi -ates [count] : a person 
who has earned a degree or diploma from a school, college, 
or university ■ a college graduate ■ (US) a high school gradu¬ 
ate • an engineering graduate [=a person with a degree in en¬ 
gineering] ■ recent Harvard graduates — often + of ■ She’s a 
graduate of Harvard. In British English, only a person who 

has earned a college or university degree is called a graduate. 
graduate adj, always used before a noun, US : of or relating 
to a course of studies taken at a college or university after 
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earning a bachelor’s degree or other first degree : post¬ 
graduate ■ He is taking graduate classes at the university. ■ 
graduate students/school 

grad*U*at*ed /'graecfca^eitad/ adj, always used before a 
noun 

1 : marked with lines for measuring • a graduated cylinder 
[=a tall, narrow container used for measuring liquids] • a 
graduated thermometer 

2 a : gradually increasing ■ a series of bowls in graduated siz¬ 
es ■ graduated payments b of a tax : increasing in rate as the 
thing being taxed (such as income) increases ■ a graduated 
income tax 

grad*U*a*tion AgnEtfca'weiJan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [ noncount ] : the act of receiving a diploma or degree from 
a school, college, or university : the act of graduating ■ He 
joined the navy after graduation. • We had a party to cele¬ 
brate her graduation from high school. 

2 [count] : a ceremony at which degrees or diplomas are giv¬ 
en out • They took lots of pictures at their son's graduation. 

graf-fi-ti /gra'fiiti/ noun [noncount] : pictures or words 
painted or drawn on a wall, building, etc. • The walls of the 
old building are covered with grqffiti. • a piece of grqffiti 
1 graft /'graeft, Brit 'gra:ft/ noun, pi grafts [count] 

f technical : a part of a plant that is placed on another plant 
in such a way that it attaches to and grows with the plant; 
also : the place where such an attachment is made • You will 
need to cut off any new shoots that grow below the graft. 

2 medical : a piece of skin, muscle, or bone that is attached 
to a part of the body to repair a damaged area ■ a skin graft\ 
also : an operation that is done to make such an attachment 
• perform a bone graft on the patient 

— compare 3 graft, “graft 

2 graft verb grafts; graft*ed; grafting [+ obj] 

1 a technical : to attach (a part of a plant) to another plant ■ 
a type of apple that is grown by being grafted onto/to the 
roots of a different species b medical : to attach (a piece of 
skin, muscle, or bone) to a part of the body ■ The surgeon 
was able to graft skin over the scar. 

2 : to make (something) become a part of (something else) 

— usually + onto • the difficulties of trying to graft modem 
technology onto traditional societies 

— compare 3 graft 

3 graft noun [noncount] chiefly US : dishonest activity in which 
people with power (such as political leaders) use their posi¬ 
tion and influence to get money and advantages • The news¬ 
paper published a series of articles exposing graft in the city 
government. — compare 'graft, “graft 
4 graft noun [noncount] Brit, informal : hard work or effort • 
He succeeded because of years of hard graft. — compare 
'graft, 3 graft 

5 graft verb grafts; graft-ed; grafting [no obj]Brit, informal 
: to work hard : labor ■ He spent years greeting to get where 
he is today. — compare 2 graft 
gra-ham cracker /'graem-/ noun, pi ~ -ers [count] us: a 
slightly sweet type of cracker 
grail /'greil/ noun, pi grails [count] : holy grail 
grain /'grem/ noun, pi grains 

1 a [noncount] : the seeds of plants (such as wheat, com, and 
rice) that are used for food • bread made from whole wheat 
grain • The machine grinds grain into flour.; also [count] : a 
single seed of wheat, com, rice, etc. ■ a grain of rice b : a 
plant that produces grain [count] The farm grows a variety 
of grains, [noncount] fields planted with grain 

2 [count] a : a small, hard piece of something • a grain of 
sand/salt — see also take (something) with a grain of salt at 
'salt b : a very small amount of something ■ Anyone with 
a grain of sense knows that she’s lying. ■ There is not a grain 
of truth in what he said. 

3 [count] a : the way the lines or fibers in something (such 
as wood) are arranged — usually singular ■ She sanded the 
wood in the direction of the grain, b : the way that the sur¬ 
face of something feels when it is touched — usually singu¬ 
lar ■ The wood has a fine/coarse grain. 

4 [count] : a unit of weight equal to 0.0648 grains 
against the grain 1 To be/go against the grain is to be 

different or to act in a way that is different from what is 
normal or usual. ■ It takes courage to go against the grain 
and stand up for what you believe in. 2 If something 
goes against your grain, it does not seem right or natural 
to you. ■ It goes against his grain to question the boss’s 
judgment. 


— grained /‘gremd/ adj ■ beautifully grained wood • coarse- 
grained leather 

grain elevator noun, pi ~ -tors [count ]: elevator 2 
grainy /‘greini/ adj grain*i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : not smooth or fine • The mustard has a grainy texture. ■ 
He has a grainy [=rough] voice. 

2 of a photograph : not clear or sharp because of having a 
picture formed from many dots that are large enough to be 
seen ■ a grainy photograph 

— grain*i*ness noun [noncount] ■ the graininess of the mus¬ 
tard/picture 

gram also Brit gramme /‘graem/ noun, pi grams [count] : a 
unit of weight in the metric system that is equal to 1/1000 ki¬ 
logram 

qranvmar /‘graemay noun, pi -mars 

1 : the set of rules that explain how words are used in a lan¬ 
guage [noncount] the rules of grammar ■ English grammar 
can be hard to master. ■ a grammar lesson • comparing En¬ 
glish and Japanese grammar [count] comparing the gram¬ 
mars of English and Japanese 

2 [noncount] : speech or writing judged by how well it fol¬ 
lows the rules of grammar ■ “Him and I went” is bad/poor 
grammar. ■ I know some German, but my grammar isn’t very 
good. 

3 [count] ; a book that explains the grammar rules of a lan¬ 
guage ■ an English grammar 

gram-mar-i-an /gra'merijan/ noun, pi -ans [count] : a per¬ 
son who knows a lot about grammar 
grammar school noun, pi ~ schools [count, noncount] 

1 : a school in the U.S. for young children : elementary 
school 

2 : a school in Britain for children over age 11 who have 
passed an entrance exam 

gram*mat*i*cal /gra'maetikal/ adj 

1 : of or relating to grammar ■ a grammatical error ■ gram¬ 
matical rules 

2 : following the rules of grammar ■ That sentence is not 
grammatical. 

— grarrwTiatd-caMy /gra'maetikli/ adv ■ That sentence is 
grammatically incorrect. 

gramme Brit spelling of GRAM 

Gram*my /'graemi/ service mark — used for a small statue 
that is given as an award to someone (such as a musician) 
who works in the business of recording music 
gram* 0 *phone /'graema^oun/ noun, pi -phones [count] 
old-fashioned : record player 
grampS /'graemps/ or gramp /'graemp/ noun, pi gramps 
[count] informal : grandfather 
gran /'graen/ noun, pi grans [count] informal : grand¬ 
mother 

gra*na*ry /'greinari, Brit 'graenari/ noun, pi -ries [count] : a 
building in which grain is stored 
1 grand /'graend/ adj grand*er; -est 

1 : involving or including many people or things : very large 
in scope ■ He thinks everything the government does is part 
of some grand conspiracy. • the beauty of nature’s grand de¬ 
sign : intended to have an important or impressive result ■ 
When they bought the house, they had grand [-big] plans for 
renovating it. Something that happens or is done on a 
grand scale involves a great amount of money, effort, space, 
people, or things. • War forces us to face death on a grand 
scale. ■ Pollution affects nature on a grand scale. 

2 a : impressive because of size, importance, etc. ■ The 
neighborhood includes many grand old homes. ■ His job is 
much less grand than his title makes it sound. • This room is 
only used for grand occasions, (-very important and formal 
occasions] • My great aunt lived to the grand old age of 103. ■ 
(humorous) He retired at the grand old age of 37. b: intend¬ 
ed to impress people • Despite its grand name, the hotel is 
small and somewhat seedy. • He made some grand state¬ 
ments about the company’s future. ■ They celebrated their 
anniversary in grand style. ■ He planned to make a grand en¬ 
trance, driving up to the house in a fancy red sports car. 

3 always used before a noun : having higher rank than others 
of the same kind • We won the grand prize. ■ the grand cham¬ 
pion ■ a Grand Duke/Duchess 

4 informal : very good • We are having grand weather this 
summer. • We had a grand time at the picnic. 

— grand-ly adv • She grandly announced that the ceremony 
was about to begin. 

2 grand noun, pi grand [count] informal : a thousand dollars 
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or pounds ■ He bought a used car for about five grand. 

— compare 3 grand 

3 grand noun, pi grands [count] : grand piano • a concert 
grand — compare 2 grand 

grand-ba*by /'grand,beibi/ noun, pi -bies [count] informal 
: a grandchild who is a baby 

grand-child /'grand,fl ajsld/ noun, pi -chil-dren /-tfildran/ 
[count] : a child of your son or daughter 
grand-dad also gran-dad /'gran,d£ed/ noun, pi -dads 
[count] informal : grandfather 
grand-dad-dy also gran-dad-dy /'gran.dsedi/ noun, pi 
-dies [count] informal 

1 : GRANDFATHER 

2 : someone or something that is the first or oldest one in a 
particular area or field — usually + of ■ The company is the 
granddaddy of computer manufacturers. 

grand-daugh-ter /'gran.daita 1 / noun, pi -ters [count] : a 
daughter of your son or daughter 
grande dame /'gra:n'da:m/ noun, pi grandes dames 
/'grcr.n'dcr.m/ also grande dames /'gra:n'da:m/ [count] : a 
usually old woman who is highly admired or respected — of¬ 
ten + of* She is the grande dame of the American theater, 
gran-deur /'grantfea-/ noun [noncount] : a great and impres¬ 
sive quality ■ His paintings capture the beauty and grandeur 
of the landscape. ■ They are restoring the hotel to its original/ 
former grandeur. — see also delusions of grandeur at delu¬ 
sion 

grand-fa-ther /'grand,fa:5a/ noun, pi -thers [count] : the 
father of your father or mother 
grandfather clause noun, pi —■ clauses [count] us, law 
: a part of a law which says that the law does not apply to 
certain people and things because of conditions that existed 
before the law was passed ■ Because of a grandfather clause , 
the strict emission standards only apply to new cars, 
grandfather clock noun, pi ~ clocks [count] : a tall 
clock that stands on the floor 

grand finale noun, pi ~ -les [count] : a very exciting or im¬ 
pressive ending of a performance or show ■ All of the per¬ 
formers came on stage for the opera’s grand finale. 
gran-dil-O-quent /gran'dibkwant/ adj [more —; most —] 
formal : using words that are intended to sound very impres¬ 
sive and important ■ grandiloquent language • He’s fond of 
making grandiloquent pronouncements about art. ■ a gran¬ 
diloquent speaker 

— gran-dil-o-quence /gran'dilak wans/ noun [noncount] 

- gran-dil-o-quent-ly adv 

gran-di-OSe /'grandi,ous/ adj [more most ~] disapprov¬ 
ing : seeming to be impressive or intended to be impressive 
but not really possible or practical ■ He was full of grandiose 
ideas. • grandiose plans/schemes 

— gran-di-ose-ly adv 

grand jury noun, pi ~ juries [count] US, law : a group of 
people who look at the evidence against someone who has 
been accused of a crime in order to decide if there should be 
a trial 

grand-kid /'grand,kid/ noun, pi -kids [count] US, informal 
: GRANDCHILD 

grand larceny noun [noncount] US, law : the crime of 
stealing something that is very valuable — called also grand 
theft ; compare petit larceny 
grand-ma /'gra,ma:/ noun, pi -mas [count] informal 

l GRANDMOTHER 

grand marshal noun, pi ~ -shals [count] chiefly US : a 
person who is honored by being made the leader of a parade 
grand master noun, pi ~ -ters [count] : an expert player 
in chess who has scored very high in international competi¬ 
tion 

grand-moth-er /'grand,inAda/ noun, pi -ers [count] : the 
mother of your father or mother 
grand Old man noun, pi ~ men [count] : a highly respect¬ 
ed and admired man who has had a long career in a particu¬ 
lar field ■ the grand old man of the American theater 
grand opening noun, pi ~ -ings [count] : a special cele¬ 
bration held to mark the opening of a new business or public 
place (such as a park or stadium) 
grand opera noun, pi ~~ -eras [count, noncount] : serious 
opera in which all the words are sung 
grand-pa /'gram,pa:/ noun, pi -pas [count] informal 

I GRANDFATHER 

grand-par-ent /'grand,perant/ noun, pi -ents [count] : a 
parent of your father or mother 


grand piano noun, pi ~ -anos [count] : a very large piano 
used for concerts 

Grand Prix /'gra:n'pri:/ noun, pi Grand Prix or Grands 
Prix /'gra:n'pri:/ [count] : one of a series of international car 
races; also : a similar race or competition in another sport 
(such as sailing) 

grand slam noun, pi ~ slams [count] 

1 baseball: a home run that is hit with three runners on base 

2 or Grand Slam : the achievement of winning of all the 
major events of a sport (such as tennis or golf) in one season 

— usually singular ■ a golfer trying to win the Grand Slam 

3 : the achievement of winning of all the tricks in one hand 
of a card game (such as bridge) ■ He made a. grand slam. 

grand-SOn /'grand,sAn/ noun, pi -sons [count] : a son of 
your son or daughter 

1 grand-Stand /'grand,stsend/ noun, pi -stands [count] : a 
usually roofed structure with seats for people to sit on while 
they are watching a race or sporting event 
2 grandstand adj, always used before a noun, US : done in a 
way that is intended to impress the people who are watching 
■ The outfielder made a grandstand play out of what should 
have been a routine catch. 

3 grandstand verb -stands; -stand-ed; -stand-ing [no 

obj 1 US, disapproving : to behave or speak in a way that is in¬ 
tended to impress people and to get public approval • a poli¬ 
tician who grandstands to the public = a grandstanding poli¬ 
tician 

- grand-stand-er noun, pi -ers [count] - grand- 
standing noun [noncount] • He has been accused of polit¬ 
ical grandstanding. 

grand theft noun [noncount] US, law : grand larceny 
grand total noun, pi ~ -tals [count] : a final total reached 
by adding together other total amounts — usually singular ■ 
They have managed to raise a grand total of $15 million in 
the past two years. Grand total is often used in a humor¬ 
ous or critical way to refer to a total that is unusually small. • 
A grand total of two people have signed up for the class. ■ 
They scored a grand total of three points in the first quarter, 
grand tour noun, pi ~ tours [count] 

1 or Grand Tour: a journey to the different countries of Eu¬ 
rope that in the past was part of the education of wealthy 
young people from Britain and the U.S. 

2 : a tour that is given to show people around a place ■ They 
offered to give us a/the grand tour of their new house. 

gran-ite /'granat/ noun [noncount] : a very hard type of 
rock that is used in buildings and monuments 
gran-ny also gran-nie /'grani/ noun, pi- nies [count] infor¬ 
mal : GRANDMOTHER 

granny flat noun, pi ~ flats [count] Brit : in-law apart¬ 
ment 

granny knot noun, pi ~ knots [count] : a type of knot that 
looks similar to a square knot but is much less strong 
gra-no-la /gra'noula/ noun, pi -las [count, noncount] chiefly 
US : a mixture of oats and other ingredients (such as brown 
sugar, raisins, coconut, or nuts) that is eaten especially for 
breakfast or as a snack ■ a bowl of granola ■ a granola bar [=a 
bar of granola that is eaten as a snack] 

1 grant /'grant, Brit 'gra:nt/ verb grants; grant-ed; grant¬ 
ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to agree to do, give, or allow (something asked for or 
hoped for) • The mayor refused to grant my request for an 
interview. ■ The court granted the motion for a new trial. ■ 
She granted me an interview. [=she agreed to let me inter¬ 
view her] ■ She rarely grants interviews. [=she rarely agrees to 
be interviewed] ■ I cannot grant you that wish, b : to give 
(something) legally or formally ■ The government has agreed 
to grant the refugees asylum. = The government has agreed 
to grant asylum to the refugees. ■ We haven’t yet been grant¬ 
ed access to the archive. ■ The country was granted indepen¬ 
dence in 1950. • The judge granted custody of the children to 
their mother. — see also grant bail at 'bail 

2 : to admit (something) although it does not agree with or 
support your opinion ■ I grant that he's a talented writer, but 
I just don’t find his books very interesting. ■ The house is not 
in perfect condition, I grant you [=1 admit that the house is 
not in perfect condition], but it’s still a great deal. ■ The 
house is not perfect, I grant you that. — often used in the 
form granted or granting to introduce a clause ■ Granted that 
she’s been under a lot of stress lately, her behavior is still sur¬ 
prising. [=1 admit that she has been under a lot of stress late¬ 
ly. but I am still surprised by her behavior] ■ Even granting 
that you may be right [=even if you are right], I still think we 
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need to consider other solutions. — often used in the form 
granted as an adverb ■ Granted, the house is not in perfect 
condition, but it’s still a great deal. • “The house is not in very 
good condition.” “ Granted [=1 admit that what you say is 
true]—but it’s still a great deal.” 

take for granted 1 take (something) for granted : to be¬ 
lieve or assume that (something) is true or probably true 
without knowing that it is true • We took our invitation to 
the party for granted. = We took It for granted that we’d be 
invited to the party. [=we assumed we’d be invited and did 
not think about the possibility that we wouldn’t be] 2 
take (someone or something) for granted : to fail to prop¬ 
erly notice or appreciate (someone or something that is 
helpful or important to you) • We often take our freedom 
for granted. ■ Being apart from my family for so long has 
made me realize that I’ve been taking them for granted. ■ 
I’m tired of being taken for granted. 

2 qrant noun, pi grants [count] 

1 : an amount of money that is given to someone by a gov¬ 
ernment, a company, etc., to be used for a particular pur¬ 
pose (such as scientific research) ■ Her study is being funded 
by a federal grant. ■ a research grant ■ They wrote a grant pro¬ 
posal to get funding for the project. 

2 : an area of land that is given to someone by a government 
■ a land grant 

gran»U*lar /'granjala-/ ad/ [more most ~] : made of or 
appearing to be made of small pieces or granules ■ granular 
rock • fruit with a granular [-grainy] texture ■ a granular 
[=bumpy] leather surface 

gran-U*lat»ed /'granjajeitad/ adj : formed into small 
grains or pieces ■ granulated sugar 
gran*ule /'granju:!/ noun, pi -ules [count] : a small grain 
or piece of something ■ coffee granules ■ salt/sugar granules 
grape /'greip/ noun, pi grapes [count] : a green, dark red, 
or purplish-black berry that is used to make wine or is eaten 
as a fruit ■ a bunch of seedless grapes — see color picture on 
page C5; see also sour grapes 
grape-fruit /'greip,fru:t/ noun, pi grapefruit or grape¬ 
fruits [count, noncount] : a large yellow citrus fruit — see 
color picture on page C5 

grape-vine /'greip,vain/ noun, pi -vines [count] 

1 : a climbing plant on which grapes grow 

2 : an informal way of spreading information or rumors 
through conversation — usually singular ■ The office grape¬ 
vine isn’t always a reliable source of information. ■ I heard 
about the new position through the grapevine. ■ The word on 
the grapevine is that a new treatment has been discovered. 

1 graph /'graf, Brit 'gra.f/ noun, pi graphs [count] : a draw¬ 
ing that uses a series of dots, lines, etc., to show how much or 
how quickly something changes ■ She drew/plotted a graph 
showing the rise and fall in temperature during the month. 
2 graph verb graphs; graphed; graph-ing [+ obj] mathe¬ 
matics : to show (something) with a graph ■ Students were 
asked to graph each equation. 

-graph /,graf, Brit ,gra:f/ noun combining form 

1 : something that is written or drawn ■ an auto graph 

2 : a machine that records or sends information ■ a seismo¬ 
graph ■ a telegraph 

1 graphic /'grafik/ adj 

1 [more most ~] : shown or described in a very clear way 
— used especially to refer to things that are unpleasant or 
shocking ■ The reporter provided a graphic account of the 
plane crash. ■ The movie was controversial because of its 
graphic [= explicit ] violence. ■ graphic sex • graphic language 

2 always used before a noun : relating to the artistic use of 
pictures, shapes, and words especially in books and maga¬ 
zines ■ graphic design ■ a graphic artist/designer 

2 graphic noun, pi -ics 

1 graphics [plural] : pictures or images on the screen of a 
computer, television, etc. ■ computer graphics 

2 [count] : a picture, drawing, or graph used as a decoration 
or to make something (such as magazine article) easier to 
understand ■ She illustrated her talk with a graphic showing 
state population growth. 

graph-i-Cal /'graft kal/ adj, technical 

1 : relating to or involving pictures, shapes, or letters espe¬ 
cially on the screen of a computer ■ a graphical computer 
display — see also graphical user interface 

2 : using a drawing (called a graph) to show how much or 
how quickly something changes ■ a graphical representation 
of rainfall amounts 

graph-i-cal-ly /'grafikii/ adv 


1 : in a very clear way that usually includes unpleasant or 
shocking details ■ The crash was graphically described. 

2 : in a graph • The information was presented graphically. 
graphical user interface noun, pi ~ -faces [count] : a 

program that allows a person to work easily with a computer 
by using a mouse to point to small pictures and other ele¬ 
ments on the screen — abbr. GUI 
graphic novel noun, pi ~ -els [count] : cartoon drawings 
that tell a story and are published as a book 
graph-ite /'gra.fait/ noun [noncount] : a shiny black sub¬ 
stance that is used in pencils 

graph paper noun, pi ~ -ers [count]: paper that is covered 
with squares formed by lines that run from top to bottom 
and side to side 

-graphy /graft/ noun combining form : a way of writing or 
showing something • photography • cartography • mammpg- 
raphy 

grap-ple /'grapal/ verb grap-ples; grap-pled; grap¬ 
pling [no obj] 

1 : to hold and fight with another person ■ The wrestlers 
grappled [-wrestled] on the mat. — usually + with ■ The wres¬ 
tlers grappled with each other. 

2 : to try to solve a problem : to deal with a problem — + 
with ■ Every parent has to grapple with [=cope with] a variety 
of serious issues. ■ The company has been grappling with sup¬ 
ply problems. 

— grap-pler /'graspala7 noun, pi -piers [count] • a famous 
grappler [^wrestler] 

1 grasp /'grasp, Brit 'gra:sp/ verb grasps; grasped; grasp¬ 
ing [+ obj\ 

1 : to take and hold (something) with your fingers, hands, 
etc. ■ I grasped the end of the rope and pulled as hard as I 
could. ■ I grasped the rope by its end. • His arthritis is so bad 
he can barely grasp a pencil. — often used figuratively ■ We 
need to grasp [=seize] this opportunity while we can. 

2 : to understand (something that is complicated or diffi¬ 
cult) ■ They failed to grasp [^comprehend] the importance of 
talking to their children about the dangers of taking drugs. • 
They don’t (fully) grasp the implications of these changes. 
grasp at [phrasal verb] grasp at (something) : to try to take 

or get (something) in an eager or desperate way ■ They 
were ready to grasp at any possible solution. ■ He grasped 
at the opportunity to speak with her. 
grasp at straws see straw 

grasp for [phrasal verb] grasp for (something) : to try in a 
desperate or awkward way to get (something) ■ His sudden 
decision to quit the race has left his supporters grasping for 
explanations. ■ grasping for attention 
grasp the nettle see 2 neitle 

— grasp-able /'graspabof, Brit 'grcrspabal/ adj ■ an easily 
graspable idea 

2 grasp noun [singular] 

1 : a usually strong hold ■ I kept a firm grasp on the rope. [=1 
held the rope firmly with my hand] ■ The ball slipped/fell 
from her grasp. [=she dropped the ball] 

2 : an understanding of something ■ She has a good/firm/ 
thorough grasp of mathematics. [=she understands mathe¬ 
matics well] ■ The author shows a weak/feeble/shaky grasp 
of military strategy. ■ His motives are beyond my grasp. [=1 
can’t understand his motives] ■ We’re still trying to get a 
grasp on [=to gain a good understanding of] the situation. 

3 a : the distance that can be reached by your arms and 
hands : reach ■ The books on the top shelf are just beyond 
my grasp. ■ She moved the toy to within the baby’s grasp. ■ 
He tried to grab the rolling ball, but it eluded his grasp. [=he 
could not reach it] b : the ability to get or find something ■ 
Success is almost within our grasp. [=we are very close to 
success] ■ She felt the solution was within her grasp. 

4 : power or control ■ The land was in the grasp [=grip] of a 
tyrant. ■ He had the country in his grasp. 

grasping /'graspnj, Brit 'grcr.spiij/ adj [more most —] 
: wanting money and possessions too much : greedy ■ Her 
grasping children fought over her property when she died. 

1 grass /'gras, Brit 'gra:s/ noun, pi grass-es 

la [noncount] : plants that have narrow green leaves, that 
are eaten by cows, sheep, horses, etc., and that are common¬ 
ly grown on lawns and in gardens ■ a field of grass ■ blades/ 
tufts of grass ■ It’s time to mow/cut the grass. [=mow/cut the 
lawn] ■ Keep off the grass. [=don’t walk on the lawn] — often 
used before another noun ■ grass clippings • grass seed ■ a 
grass hut/skirt [=a hut/skirt made from grass] b [count] : a 
particular type of grass ■ ornamental grasses ■ wild grasses 
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2 [noncount] slang : marijuana ■ They were smoking some 
grass. 

3 [count] Brit slang : a person who gives information to the 
police about the criminal activity of other people : a police 
informer — see also supergrass 

let the grass grow under your feet : to wait before doing 
something or to do something slowly — used in negative 
statements ■ He has never been one to let the grass grow un¬ 
der his feet. [=he has never been slow about doing things; 
he gets things done quickly] 

put (someone) out to grass Brit : to force (someone) to 
leave a job because of old age ■ I’m not ready to be put out 
to grass [-put out to pasture] just yet. 
the grass is always greener on the other side (of the 
fence) — used to say that the things you do not have al¬ 
ways seem more appealing than the things you do have 

— grass*like/'gr£es,laik,i?n/ 'gra;s,laik/ adj ■ grasslike vege¬ 
tation — grassy /'grsesi, Brit 'gra:si/ adj grass-i-er; -est 
■ a grassy field 

2 grass verb grasses; grassed; grass-mg [+ obj ]: to cover 
(an area) with grass ■ a large grassed area — often + over ■ 
The land was cleared and grassed over. 

grass on/up [phrasal verb] grass on (someone) also grass 
(someone) up Brit slang : to tell the police about the crim¬ 
inal activity of (someone) ■ He refused to grass on [= inform 
on] his friends. ■ Someone grassed him up. 
grass*hop*per / l grses,ha:p» y Brit 'grais.hopa/ noun, pi 
-pers [count] : a plant-eating insect that has long legs used 
for jumping — see color picture on page CIO 
grassland /'gras,l£end, Brit 'gra:s,l 2 end/ noun, pi -lands 
[count, noncount] : land covered with grasses and other soft 
plants but not with bushes and trees 
grass roots noun [plural] : the ordinary people in a society 
or organization : the people who do not have a lot of money 
and power ■ He has been criticized for losing touch with the 
party’s grass roots. ■ Many people in/at the grass roots are still 
angry about the election. 

— grassroots /'gr£es,ru:ts, Brit 'gra:s,ru:ts/ adj, always 
used before a noun • A grassroots environmental movement 
has sprung up. ■ The young candidate hoped to gather 
votes at the grassroots level in his own neighborhood. 

1 grate /'greit/ noun, pi grates [count] : a metal frame with 
bars across it that is used in a fireplace or to cover an open¬ 
ing 

2 grate verb grates; grat-ed; grat-ing 

1 [+ obj] ; to cut (food) into very small pieces by rubbing it 
against a special tool (called a grater) ■ I’ll beat the eggs while 
you grate the cheese. ■ grate chocolate/carrots ■ The recipe 
calls for half a cup of grated cheese. 

2 [no obj] : to make a harsh, unpleasant noise by rubbing 
against something ■ metal grating against metal ■ I hear a 
loud grating sound whenever I step on the brake. 

3 [no obj] : to have an annoying effect ■ His negative attitude 
begins to grate after a while. [=his attitude becomes very irri¬ 
tating after a while] — often + on • His negative attitude is 
starting to grate on me. [=starting to bother or irritate me] ■ 
Her shrill voice can really grate on your nerves/ear. 

— grating adj [more most ~] ■ She has a very grating 
[=annoying, irritating] voice. 

G-rat*ed /'ifcii'reitad/ adj, US, of a movie : having a rating 
of G : suitable to be seen by children : having no violence, 
offensive language, or sexual activity • a G-rated film — of¬ 
ten used figuratively ■ She’s an actress with a G-rated public 
image. [=people think she is a wholesome person] ■ some 
G-rated fun for the whole family 
Qrate»f111 /'greitfal/ adj [more most ~] : feeling or show¬ 
ing thanks ■ She was grateful (that) she didn’t have to work 
on the holiday. ■ the grateful [=thankful] recipient of a new 
heart ■ The college sent us a grateful acknowledgment of our 
donation. : feeling or showing thanks to someone for some 
helpful act ■ I’m grateful to you for your help. ■ He’s grateful 
for the attention. ■ I’m grateful (to you) for this opportunity. 
= I’m grateful to have this opportunity. = I’m grateful that 1 
have this opportunity. ■ a grateful smile — opposite un¬ 
grateful 

— grate-fuMy adv • The college gratefully [= thankfully] ac¬ 
knowledges your donation. — grate-ful-ness noun [non¬ 
count] ■ expressing my gratefulness [=(more commonly) 
gratitude] for this opportunity 

grat*er /'grata 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a tool that has a 
rough metal surface with small holes and is used to cut food 
into small pieces ■ a cheese grater — see picture at kitchen 


graM'fy /'greets,fai/ verb -ties; -fied; -fy-ing [+ obj]formal 

1 : to make (someone) happy or satisfied • A guilty verdict 
would gratify the victim’s relatives. ■ It gratifies [= pleases ] me 
to see how well the book is doing. — often used as (be) grat¬ 
ified ■ He'.y gratified by the response he’s been getting. 

2 : to do or give whatever is wanted or demanded by (some¬ 
one or something) • He’s only concerned with gratifying his 
own desires. ■ gratify a whim ■ I’ll be happy to gratify [satis¬ 
fy] your curiosity. 

— grat-i-fi‘Ca-tion /.grsetsfs'keijsn/ noun, pi -tions [non¬ 
count] He’s only concerned with selfish gratification of his 
own desires, [count] Her life now offers few gratifications. 
[=few sources of satisfaction or pleasure] — gratified adj 
[more —; most —] ■ He’s very/highly gratified that his stu¬ 
dents have done so well. ■ She was gratified to see her ideas 
become so widely accepted. 

gratifying adj [more most ~]: giving pleasure or satisfac¬ 
tion ■ It was a gratifying victory. ■ The response has been grat¬ 
ifying. ■ It’s been very gratifying (to me) to see how well the 
book has done. 

— grat-i-fy-ing-ly adv 

gra-tin / 1 gra:to, Brit 'gratsen/ noun, pi -tins [count] : a dish 
that has bread crumbs or cheese on top and is cooked in an 
oven — see also au gratin 

grafting /'greitnj/ noun, pi -ings [count] : a frame with bars 
across it that is used to cover an opening 
gra*tis /'grcetas/ adv — used to indicate that no money is 
paid for something ■ The food was supplied gratis [-forfree; 
at no cost; without charge] by a local caterer. 

— gratis adj ■ The food was gratis. [=free] • gratis hotel ac¬ 
commodations 

gratitude /*gr£eta,tu:d, Brit 'gr2et3,tju:d/ noun [noncount] 
: a feeling of appreciation or thanks ■ Let me express my sin¬ 
cere gratitude for all your help. ■ We remember with grati¬ 
tude those who died defending our country. ■ We owe them a 
debt of gratitude [=we should be grateful to them] for all the 
help they’ve given us. — opposite ingratitude 
gra*tU*i*tOUS /gra'tmwatas, Brit gra'tju.atas/ adj [more 
most ~] formal: not necessary or appropriate ■ The film was 
criticized for its gratuitous violence. ■ gratuitous insults 

— gra-tu-i-tous-ly adv ■ a gratuitously violent film — gra- 
tu-i-tous-ness noun [noncount] 

gra*tU«i*ty /gra'tu.wati, Brit gra'tjuiati/ noun, pi -ties 
[count] 

1 formal : an amount of money given to a person (such as a 
waiter or waitress) who has performed a service : tip ■ A 15 
percent gratuity is automatically added to the restaurant bill. 

2 Brit : an amount of money given to a retiring soldier or 
employee 

1 grave /'greiv/ noun, pi graves [count] 

1 : a hole in the ground for burying a dead body ■ dig a grave 
■ The casket was lowered into the grave. ■ He was buried in a 
shallow grave. ■ We went to the cemetery to visit my aunt’s 
grave. [=to visit the place where my aunt’s body is buried] ■ A 
headstone marks her son’s grave. • grave robbers [=people 
who dig up a buried body to steal the things that were buried 
with it] When people think that a dead person would be 
very shocked or upset to see something that is happening 
now, they say that person is or must be tuming/spinning in 
his/her grave or US turning over in his/her grave or US roll¬ 
ing (over) in his/her grave. ■ The company founder must be 
turning in his grave because of the changes we’ve made. 

2 — used to talk about death ■ She took her secrets with her 
to the grave. [=she died without telling anyone her secrets] ■ 
He believes that there is life beyond the grave. [=that there is 
life after death] ■ A hard life drove him to an early grave. 
[^caused him to die when he was fairly young] ■ She went to 
her grave [=she died] a lonely and bitter woman. 

dig your own grave see 'dig 
from ( the ) cradle to ( the ) grave see 'cradle 
have one foot In the grave see 'foot 
2 grave adj grav»er, -est [also more most ~] 

1 formal : very serious : requiring or causing serious 
thought or concern ■ This violation of school rules is a grave 
matter. ■ His carelessness could have grave consequences. • 
They have placed themselves in grave danger. ■ I have grave 
doubts about this plan. ■ suffering from a grave illness 

2 : serious and formal in appearance or manner ■ The judge 
issued his ruling with a grave expression. 

3 /'graiv/ of an accent mark : having the form' ■ The French 
word pere is written with a grave accent over the first e. 


G 




gravedigger ■ great 


720 


— compare acute 7 

— grave-ly adv ■ My mother is gravely [^seriously] ill. ■ He 
shook his head gravely. 

grave*dig*ger / , greiv,dig 0 i / noun, pi -gers [count] : a per¬ 
son whose job it is to dig graves 
grav-el /'grceval/ noun [noncount] : small pieces of rock • a 
layer of gravel — often used before another noun • a gravel 
road [=a road with a top surface made of gravel] ■ a gravel pit 
[=a large hole in the ground where gravel has been dug up] 
grav-el-ly /'gravali/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : containing or covered with gravel ■ gravelly soil 

2 : having a rough sound ■ a. gravelly voice 

grav-en image /'greivan-/ noun, pi ~~ -ages [count] : an 
object (such as a statue) that is worshipped as a god or in 
place of a god 

grave*Stone /'greiv.stoun/ noun, pi -stones [count] : a 
stone that marks the place where a dead person is buried and 
that usually has the person’s name and birth and death dates 
on it I HEADSTONE, TOMBSTONE 

grave-yard /'greivjaa'd/ noun, pi -yards [count] 

1 : a place where people are buried : CEMETERY Grave¬ 
yard usually refers to a small cemetery, such as one that is 
next to a church. 

2 : a place where old things are left or thrown away ■ an au¬ 
tomobile graveyard 

whistle past the graveyard see 2 whistle 
graveyard shift noun, pi ~ shifts [count] chiefly us : a 
scheduled period of work that begins late at night and ends 
in the morning 

grav*i*tas /'gravamens/ noun, formal : a very serious quality 
or manner [noncount] The new leader has an air of giavitas 
that commands respect. ■ a comic actress who lacks the 
gravitas for dramatic roles [singular] The new leader has a 
certain gravitas. 

gravitate /*gr£ev3,teit/ verb -tates; -tat-ed; -tat-ing [no 

obj] 

1 : to move or tend to move to or toward someone or some¬ 
thing ■ The guests gravitated toward the far side of the room. ■ 
The conversation gravitated to/toward politics. 

2 : to be attracted to or toward something or someone ■ Vot¬ 
ers have started gravitating to him as a possible candidate. ■ 
Many young people now gravitate toward careers in the com¬ 
puter industry. 

grav-i-ta-tion /,gr£ev3'teij3n/ noun [noncount] 

1 technical : the natural force that causes things to fall to¬ 
wards the earth : gravity 

2 : movement to or toward someone or something ■ the grav¬ 
itation of young people to/toward computer careers 

— grav-i-ta-tion-al ^grseva'tei/anj/ adj, technical ■ the 
Earth’s gravitational field — grav-i-ta-tion-al-ly adv. tech¬ 
nical 

gravity /'grzevati/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a very serious quality or condition : the condition of be¬ 
ing grave or serious ■ They didn't seem to understand the 
gravity [-seriousness] of the situation. ■ He uttered the oath 
with proper gravity, [solemnity] 

2 technical : the natural force that tends to cause physical 
things to move towards each other : the force that causes 
things to fall towards the Earth ■ attempting to defy gravity ■ 
the force of gravity — see also CENTER OF gravity 

gra-vy /'greivi/ noun, pi -vies 

1 [count, noncount]: a sauce made from the juices of cooked 
meat ■ mashed potatoes with gravy ■ a gravy boat [=a contain¬ 
er for serving gravy] 

2 [noncount] chiefly US, informal : something valuable or 
pleasing that is more than what is earned or expected ■ The 
bonus he received in addition to his salary was pure gravy. 

gravy train noun, pi ~~ trains [count] informal: something 
(such as a business or a government program) that provides 
money to many people without requiring much work or ef¬ 
fort ■ They’re trying to get on board the gravy train. • ride the 
gravy train 

’gray (65) or chiefly Brit grey /'grei/ ad] gray-er; -est 

1 : having a color between black and white : having a color 
that is like the color of smoke ■ a gray sweater/suit ■ gray hair 

2 : having gray hair ■ What will you do when you are old and 
gray' ? ■ My friends have all gone gray. 

3 : lacking brightness: such as a : cloudy and dark • It was 
a gray winter day. ■ a cold, gray dawn b : very boring or or¬ 
dinary ■ leading a gray existence C : having or showing little 
life or energy • the gray faces of the people in the crowd 

— gray-ness (US) or chiefly Brit grey>ness noun [non¬ 


count] • the grayness of the dawn 
2 gray (US) or Chiefly Brit grey noun, pi grays 

1 [count, noncount] : a color that is between black and white 
: a color that is like the color of smoke ■ wearing gray ■ 
shades of gray — see color picture on page Cl 

2 [count] : something (such as an animal) that is gray 

— gray*ish (US) or chiefly Brit grey-lsh /'grejiJV adj 
3 gray (US) or chiefly Brit grey verb grays; grayed; gray¬ 
ing [no obj] 

1 : to become gray ■ His hair is graying. = He has graying 
hair. 

2 : to become older ■ The population is graying. 

gray area noun, pi ~ areas [count] : an area or situation in 
which it is difficult to judge what is right and what is wrong ■ 
There are no gray areas in the rules. ■ a legal gray area 
gray matter noun [noncount] : the tissue that makes up the 
brain — often used figuratively to refer to a person’s intelli¬ 
gence ■ His books are enjoyable, but they don’t do much to 
challenge the reader’s gray matter, [intelligence] 

1 graze /'greiz/ verb graz-es; grazed; grazing 

1 a of an animal : to eat grass or other plants that are grow¬ 
ing in a field, pasture, etc. [no obj] The cattle grazed (on 
grass) in the field. ■ grazing cattle [+ obj] Fields grazed by 
cattle, b [+ obj]: to cause (animals) to graze ■ We grazed our 
cattle on the front pasture. 

2 [no obj] : to eat small amounts of food at many times dur¬ 
ing the day ■ She was grazing on snacks all afternoon. 

— compare 2 graze 

2 graze verb grazes; grazed; grazing [+ obf] 

1 : to touch or hit (something) while moving past it • The 
car’s wheel grazed the curb. • He was grazed by a bullet. 

2 : to injure (the skin, a part of the body, etc.) by scraping 
against something ■ She grazed her knee when she fell. 

— compare ‘graze 

3 graze noun, pi grazes [count] : an injury on your skin that is 
caused because it moves against something ■ She had a slight 
graze on her knee from falling. 

1 grease /'gri:s/ noun [noncount] 

1 : melted animal fat ■ hamburger/bacon grease 

2 : an oily substance ■ axle grease — see also elbow 
GREASE 

atthe squeaky wheel gets the grease see ‘wheel 
2 grease verb greas-es; greased; greas-ing [+ obj]: to put 
a thin layer of grease or oil on (something) ■ Grease the pan 
before you put the cake batter in. 

grease the palm of (someone) or US grease the hand of 
(someone) : to give (someone) money for doing some¬ 
thing illegal or dishonest for you ■ They had to grease the 
palms of a few inspectors at city hall to get the permits they 
needed to start building. 
like greased lightning see ‘lightning 
grease monkey noun, pi ~~ -keys [count] informal: a per¬ 
son who repairs machines (such as car engines) : mechanic 
Grease monkey is usually considered an insulting word, 
grease-paint /'gri.^pemt/ noun [noncount]: makeup worn 
by actors in the theater 

grease-proof paper /'gri.s'pru.f-/ noun [noncount] Brit 

: WAX PAPER 

greasy /*gri:si/ adj greas-i-er; -est 

1 a : covered with grease or oil : dirty from grease or oil ■ 
greasy clothes/hair/fingers b chiefly Brit: wet and slippery ■ 
greasy roads 

2 : containing or cooked with a large amount of fat ■ My 
doctor told me to avoid greasy food. ■ greasy potato chips 

greasy Spoon noun, pi ~~ spoons [count] informal : a 
small and cheap restaurant ■ We ate at some greasy spoon 
near the bus station. 

1 great /‘greit/ adj great-er; -est 

1 a : very large in size : very big ■ all creatures great and 
small — usually used before a noun • a great beast ■ We were 
surprised by the great size of the auditorium. ■ They traveled 
through a great stretch of wilderness. ■ a great cloud of 
smoke ■ A great crowd had formed in the city square. ■ the 
Great Wall of China ■ the Great Lakes ■ (US) The house has a 
large great room. [=a large room used for several different 
purposes] • (informal) They live in a great big house. [=a very 
large house] • (chiefly Brit) a huge/whopping great elephant 
b — used in the names of animals that are larger than simi¬ 
lar animals • the great white shark ■ the great homed owl 

2 : very large in amount or extent ■ The project will require a 
great amount of time and money. ■ He lived to a great age. 
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[=he lived to be very old] ■ The show was a great [=big, huge] 
success. • It’s been a great [=long] while since we last saw 
them. • He amassed a great [=large] fortune. ■ The building 
was restored at great expense. ■ a great quantity of fish • He 
explained in great [=much] detail how they had met. ■ These 
topics need to be discussed in greater [-more] depth and at 
greater length. ■ Our speed/strength/power became greater 
(and greater) as we went on. • He made a great deal of mon¬ 
ey. [=he made a large amount of money] ■ Things could be a 
great deal worse. [=things could be much worse] ■ He is sup¬ 
ported by the great majority of voters. [=by most voters] 

3 a : very strong ■ The low cost of these products gives them 
great appeal. • There is a very great need for reform. ■ They’re 
in no great hurry to finish. ■ There is a great demand for his 
services. ■ She takes a great [= considerable ] interest in every¬ 
thing her children do. • an actress of great charm ■ with great 
[=strongly felt] sadness/admiration/love • Is there any love 
greater than that between parent and child? ■ The whole mat¬ 
ter must be treated with great care. [=very carefully] ■ His 
comments are true to a great extent. [=most of his comments 
are true] * This new tax affects everyone to a greater or less¬ 
er degree/extent. [=to some degree/extent] b — used for 
emphasis before a noun that describes someone • I’ve always 
been a great admirer of his work. [=1 have always admired 
his work very much] ■ They are great friends. [=they are very 
friendly] ■ I’m sl great believer in the value of patience. [=1 be¬ 
lieve very much in the value of patience] C : very important 
■ This room is only used for great occasions. [=grand occa¬ 
sions, very important and formal occasions] d : very bad 
: very extreme or severe ■ The storm caused great damage/ 
destruction. ■ He was obviously in great pain/discomfort. ■ 
She has suffered a great loss. ■ It would be a great mistake to 
ignore these problems. ■ a great disaster/misfortune ■ great 
difficulties • a very great error 

4 : better than good: such as a : of the highest quality ■ 
great (works of) art/literature ■ great music b : very impor¬ 
tant and admired ■ a great poet/artist ■ a great leader/scien¬ 
tist/thinker/woman ■ He was a. great but flawed man. ■ a. great 
discovery/invention ■ great achievements C : very talented 
or successful ■ My brother is a great golfer. ■ She’s a great 
judge of character. ■ My brother is great at (playing) golf. 
[=my brother plays golf very well] ■ She is great at Chinese 
cooking, d informal : very enjoyable, favorable, etc. : ex¬ 
cellent ■ “How was the movie?” “It was (really) great'." ■ It 
was the greatest. ■ The movie got great reviews. ■ We are hav¬ 
ing great weather this summer. ■ We had a great time on our 
vacation. ■ a great party/lecture/performance ■ an actress 
with great [=very good-looking] legs ■ It’s great to see you 
again. = It’s great seeing you again. • This restaurant is great 
for a quick meal. = This is a great restaurant for a quick 
meal. ■ The food tastes great ! ■ Great work, everybody! ■ “I’ve 
passed the exam!” “That’s great'." — often used in the phras¬ 
es feel great and look great • You look great in that hat. = 
That hat looks great on you. ■ Tilings aren’t looking so great at 
this point. ■ He came home early because he wasn’t feeling 
too great. [=he wasn’t feeling well] ■ I feel great just being 
with her! — sometimes used in an ironic way to describe 
something that is very bad or upsetting ■ “I can’t find the 
tickets.” “That’s (just) great'. What are we supposed to do 
now?” • Oh, great. Now I’ve lost the tickets. 

5 always used before a noun : more distant in a family rela¬ 
tionship by one generation ■ My great aunt/uncle is my fa¬ 
ther’s/mother’s aunt/uncle. — usually used in combination • 
My great-grandfather is my grandfather’s father. ■ My great- 
great-grandmother is my great- grandfather’s mother. ■ a gift 
sent to Great-\Jnc\e Mike 

a great one for informal If you are a great one for (doing) 
something, you do it often or enjoy doing it very much. ■ 
He’s a great one for (playing) golf. ■ She's a great one for get¬ 
ting other people to do her work. 
go great guns see ‘gun 
go to great pains see ‘pain 

great with child old-fashioned + literary : pregnant 
no great shakes see 2 shake 

— great*ness noun [noncount] • the greatness of the need 
for reform • Shakespeare achieved true/real/genuine great¬ 
ness as a writer. 

2 great adv greater; -est informal : very well • We had some 
problems at first, but now things are going just great. ■ Keep 
up the good work. You’re doing great ! 

3 great noun, pi greats [count ]: a very successful or admired 
person — usually plural ■ She is among the greats of litera¬ 
ture. ■ He is one of the all-time greats in baseball. 


great ape noun, pi ~ apes [count] : ‘ape 1 
Great Dane noun, pi ~ Danes [count] : a very large type of 
dog 

Great*er /'greit aj adj : consisting of a central city and the 
surrounding areas that are connected with it — always used 
before the name of a place ■ Greater London ■ Greater New 
York ■ Greater Tokyo 

great*ly /'greitli/ adv [more most ~]: to a great extent or 

degree : very much ■ She has contributed greatly to our suc¬ 
cess. ■ They don’t seem to be greatly bothered by the delay. • 
I’ve always admired his work greatly. = I’ve always greatly ad¬ 
mired his work. 

Great Power noun, pi ■—■ Powers [count] : a very powerful 
country 

Great Scott /- 'ska:t/ inter), old-fashioned — used to ex¬ 
press surprise ■ Great Scott , is it that late already?! 

Gre*cian /'grir/au/ adj : of or relating to ancient Greece ■ a 
Grecian sculpture/urn 

greed /*gri:d/ noun [noncount] : a selfish desire to have more 
of something (especially money) • He was a ruthless busi¬ 
nessman, motivated by naked ambition and greed. ■ corpo¬ 
rate greed — sometimes + for ■ He made no effort to conceal 
his greed for money and power, 
greedy /'griidi I adj greed*i*er; -est 

1 : having or showing a selfish desire to have more of some¬ 
thing (such as money or food) : having greed • He was a 
ruthless and greedy businessman. ■ There’s no need to get 
greedy —there’s plenty for everyone. • He blames all his 
problems on greedy lawyers. — often + for ■ The children 
were greedy for more candy. ■ greedy for money 

2 : very eager to have something — + for ■ He was greedy for 
a promotion. • The company is greedy for publicity. 

— greed*i*ly /'grfcdali/ adv ■ She greedily insisted on special 
benefits at work. ■ eating and drinking greedily — greedi¬ 
ness /'gri’.dinas/ noun [noncount] • I was surprised by the 
children’s greediness. 

Greek /'gri:k/ noun, pi Greeks 

1 [count] a : a person bom, raised, or living in Greece ■ the 
ancient Greeks • modem Greeks b : a person whose family 
is from Greece 

2 [noncount]: the language of the Greeks In informal En¬ 
glish you can describe something that you do not understand 
by saying It’s (all) Greek to me. 

— Greek acjj • Greek culture/mythology • the Greek alphabet 
[=the alphabet used for writing Greek] 

1 green /'gri:n/ adj green*er; -est 

1 : having the color of growing grass * green leaves ■ a green 
sweater 

2 a : covered by green grass or other plants ■ green fields b 
: consisting of green plants or of the leaves of plants ■ a green 
salad 

3 : feeling envy — usually used in the phrase green with 
envy His brother’s success made him green with envy. 

4 a : not ripe yet • green tomatoes b : not having training, 
knowledge, or experience ■ green troops ■ When she arrived 
at the company she was still very green but eager to learn. 

5 informal: having a pale or sick appearance • Our flight hit 
some turbulence, and half the passengers started turning 
green. — often used in the phrase green around/about the 
gills • The passengers were looking green around the gills. 

6 : trying to protect or meant to protect the natural world 
: concerned with protecting the environment • She only buys 
products from green companies. • companies that use green 
practices [=companies that do things in a way that helps to 
protect the environment] • finding greener methods of waste 
disposal 

greener pastures see ‘pasture 

— green-ish /'gri.niJ7 adj • greenish eyes — green*ness 
/'gri.nnas/ noun [noncount] ■ the greenness of the leaves/ 
troops 

2 green noun, pi greens 

1 : a color that is like the color of growing grass [noncount] 
shades of green [count] a mixture of blues and greens — see 
color picture on page Cl 

2 greens [plural]: the leaves of plants used for food ■ turnip 
greens ■ salad greens — see color picture on page C4 

3 [count] a : a large area covered with growing grass in the 
center of a town or village ■ The town green was the center of 
activity, b golf : an area covered with very short grass 
around the hole into which the ball must be played ■ It took 
him four shots to get to the green. — called also putting green 

4 or Green [count]: a person who tries to protect the natural 
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world; especially : a person who belongs to a political party 
that has the protection of the environment as its main goal 
greenback /'gri’.n.bEek/ noun, pi -backs [count] informal 
: a piece of U.S. paper money 

green bean noun, pi ~ beans [count] : a type of bean 
whose long green seed cases are eaten as a vegetable when 
they are young and tender — see color picture on page C4; 
compare string bean 

green card noun, pi ~ cards [count] : a card indicating 
that a person from a foreign country can live and work in 
the U.S. 

green.ery /'griinari/ noun [noncount] : green leaves or 
plants ■ The restaurant was adorned with greenery. ■ the lush 
greenery of the islands 
green-eyed monster noun 
the green-eyed monster informal: jealousy thought of as a 
monster that bites or attacks people ■ She was bitten by the 
green-eyed monster. [=she became jealous] ■ The green-eyed 
monster reared its (ugly) head [=1 became jealous] when 
my ex-wife began dating someone else, 
green fingers noun [plural] Brit : an unusual ability to 
make plants grow " She has green fingers. [=(I/S) a green 
thumb] 

green-fly /'gri:n,flai/ noun, pi greenflies or greenfly 

[count] Brit : a type of small, green insect that damages 
plants 

green*gro*cer /'gri:n,grouse/ noun, pi -cers [count] chief¬ 
ly Brit : a person who works in or owns a store that sells fresh 
vegetables and fruit ■ I bought the fruit from the greengrocer. 
- I bought the fruit at the greengrocer’s. 
green«horn / , gri:n,hoa i n/ noun, pi -horns [count] informal 
: a person who lacks experience and knowledge ■ He’s not 
the most sophisticated businessman you’ll ever meet, but 
he’s no greenhorn. 

1 green>house 

/'gri:n,haus/ noun, pi 
-hous-es [count] : a 
building or part of a 
building that has glass 
walls and a glass roof 
and that is used for 
growing plants 

2 greenhouse adj, ai- 

ways used before a noun 
: relating to or caused by 
the warming of the 
Earth’s atmosphere that 
is caused by air pollution 
; relating to or caused by the greenhouse effect ■ greenhouse 
warming ■ carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases 
[=gases that cause the greenhouse effect] 
greenhouse effect noun 

the greenhouse effect : the warming of the Earth’s atmo¬ 
sphere that is caused by air pollution <*• The greenhouse ef¬ 
fect occurs when warmth from the sun is trapped in the 
Earth’s atmosphere by a layer of gases (such as carbon di¬ 
oxide) and water vapor, 
green light noun 

the green light : permission to start or continue something 
(such as a project) ■ His boss finally gave him the green light 
[=the go-ahead] to start the new project, 
green onion noun, pi ^ -ions [count] US : a young onion 
that is pulled from the ground before the bulb has become 
large — called also (US) scallion, (< chiefly Brit ) spring onion\ 
see color picture on page C4 

Green Paper noun, pi ~ -pers [count] Brit : a government 
document that suggests solutions to a problem and that is in¬ 
tended to cause discussion before a law is made — compare 
WHITE PAPER 

green pepper noun, pi ~ -pers [count] : a type of hollow 
vegetable (called a pepper) that is green and that is eaten raw 
or cooked 

green-room /‘gri-.n^u.m/ noun, pi -rooms [count] : a 
room in a theater or television studio where performers can 
relax before or after they perform 
green-SWard / , gri:n l swa 0 >d/ noun, pi -swards [count] old- 
fashioned + literary : an area of ground that is covered with 
green grass 

green tea noun [noncount] : a type of tea that is light in col¬ 
or 

green thumb noun [singular] US : an unusual ability to 


make plants grow ■ Thanks to my mother’s green thumb 
[=(Brit) green fingers], we usually had vegetables fresh from 
the garden. 

— green—thumbed / , gri:n l 0Amd/ acfi ■ a green-thumbed 
gardener 

Green-Wich mean time /'grimcfe-, "grenitf-/ noun [singu¬ 
lar] : the time in Greenwich, England, that is used as the ba¬ 
sis of standard time throughout the world — called also ( US) 
Greenwich time 

greet /'gri:t/ verb greets; greet-ed; greet-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to meet (someone who has just arrived) with usually 
friendly and polite words and actions : welcome ■ My hus¬ 
band greeted our guests at the door. ■ She greeted him warm¬ 
ly. ■ She greeted him with open arms. 

2 : to react to (someone or something) in a specified way — 
often + with • Her idea was greeted with enthusiasm. 

3 : to appear to (someone who has just arrived) : to be seen 
or experienced by (someone) • A chaotic scene greeted them. 

— often used as (be) greeted ■ We were greeted by a snow¬ 
storm when we arrived at the airport. 

greet-er noun, pi -ers [count] : someone who greets people 
as they enter a place ■ He was hired as a professional greeter , 
welcoming customers to the store, 
greeting noun, pi -ings 

1 : something that is said or done to show people that you 
are happy to meet or see them [count] He addressed the 
members of the delegation with a formal greeting. ■ The dele¬ 
gates exchanged greetings, [noncount] He held out his hand 
In greeting. [=as a way to greet someone] 

2 [count] : a message that expresses good wishes to someone 

— usually plural ■ My sister sends you greetings. ■ holiday/ 
season’s greetings 

greeting card noun, pi ~ cards [count] US : a decorated 
card with a message of good wishes that is sent or given to 
someone on a special occasion ■ holiday greeting cards — 
called also (Brit) greetings card ; see picture at MAIL 
greetings interj — used to greet someone who has just ar¬ 
rived ■ Greeting s! I’m glad you were able to come. 
gre-gar-i-OUS /gn'gerijas/ adi [more most ~] 

1 : enjoying the company of other people ■ She is outgoing 
and gregarious. ■ a gregarious personality 

2 biology : tending to live in groups ■ gregarious animals 

— gre-gar-i-ous-ly adv - gre-gar-i-ous-ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

Gre-gO-ri-an calendar /gn'gorijan -/noun [singular] : the 
calendar system that is used by most people in the world to¬ 
day The Gregorian calendar was introduced in 1582 by 
Pope Gregory XIII. It is now used throughout the world for 
legal and business purposes. 

Gregorian chant noun, pi ~ chants [count, noncount] : a 
type of religious music from the Middle Ages that is sung 
without instruments 

grem-lin /'gremtan/ noun, pi -lins [count] : a small imagi¬ 
nary creature that is blamed when something (such as a ma¬ 
chine) does not work properly ■ As expected, the new com¬ 
puter network has had its share of gremlins. [=there have 
been problems with the new computer network] 
gre-nade /gra'neid/ noun, pi -nades 
[count] : a small bomb that is designed to be 
thrown by someone or shot from a rifle ■ a 
hand grenade ■ a grenade- launcher 
gren-a-dine Agrena'diin/ noun [noncount] 

: a sweet liquid that is made from a type of 
red fruit (called a pomegranate) and that is 
used in alcoholic drinks 
grew past tense of GROW 
grey chiefly Brit spelling cf gray 
grey-hound /'grei,haund/ noun, pi 
-hounds [count] : a tall, thin dog that runs 
very fast and that is often used in races 
grid /'grid/ noun, pi grids [count] 

1 : a metal frame with bars running across it that is used to 
cover an opening 

2 : a pattern of lines that cross each other to form squares 
on a piece of paper, a map, etc. ■ The students plotted points 
on a grid. ■ The city streets form a grid. 

3 : a network of electrical wires and equipment that supplies 
electricity to a large area 

grid-dle /'gndj/ noun, pi grid-dles [count] : a flat surface 
or pan on which food is cooked 



greenhouse 
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griddle cake noun, pi ~ cakes [count] chiefly US : pan¬ 
cake 

gridiron /'gnd,aj 0 *n/ noun, pi -irons [count] 

1 : a metal grid for cooking food over a fire 

2 US, informal : the field on which American football is 
played ■ The book recounts his many moments of glory on 
the gridiron. — often used before another noun ■ gridiron 
glory 

grid-lock /'grid,ki:k/ noun 

1 : a situation in which streets are so full that vehicles can¬ 
not move [noncount] An accident caused gridlock at rush 
hour yesterday, [singular] We were caught in a gridlock. 

2 : a situation in which no progress can be made [noncount] 
Disagreements about funding have caused legislative grid¬ 
lock in Congress, [singular] a legislative gridlock 

— grid-locked /'gnd,la:kt/ adj ■ gridlocked streets ■ Con¬ 
gress remains gridlocked. 

grief /'gri:f/ noun, pi griefs 

1 a [noncount] : deep sadness caused especially by some¬ 
one’s death ■ He has been unable to recover from his grief at/ 
over his son’s death. ■ She was overcome with/by grief, b 
[count] : a cause of deep sadness ■ the joys and griefs of our 
lives 

2 [noncount] informal a : trouble or annoyance ■ I’ve had 
enough grief for one day. ■ Trying to fix the computer isn’t 
worth the grief, b : annoying or playful criticism ■ He’s tak¬ 
en/gotten/had a lot of grief from his friends. ■ His friends 
have been giving him a lot of grief. 

come to grief : to experience failure, disaster, etc. ■ The 
boat came to grief on the rocks. ■ Their plans for opening a 
restaurant came to grief when they failed to get a loan. 
good grief informal — used to express surprise or annoy¬ 
ance • “He’s burned the toast." “ Good grief. Can’t he do 
anything right?" 

grief—Strick-en /'gri:f,stnkan/ adj [more most ~J: very 

sad : deeply affected by grief ■ The death of his son has left 
him grief-stricken. 

griev-ance /'git.vans/ noun, pi -anc-es 

1 : a feeling of having been treated unfairly [noncount] He 
has a deep sense of grievance against his former employer. 
[count] She has been nursing a grievance all week. 

2 [count] : a reason for complaining or being unhappy with a 
situation ■ In the petition, the students listed their many 
grievances against the university administration. 

3 [count]: a statement in which you say you are unhappy or 
not satisfied with something ■ The union has filed a formal 
grievance complaint ], accusing the company of unfair la¬ 
bor practices. ■ Several customers came to the front desk to 
air their grievances. 

grieve fgr'v.v/verb grieves; grieved; griev-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to cause (someone) to feel sad or unhappy ■ It 
grieves me to see my brother struggling like this. - Her deci¬ 
sion to live overseas grieved her mother. 

2 : to feel or show grief or sadness [no obj] People need time 
to grieve after the death of a family member. ■ The children 
are still grieving for their mother. = The children are grieving 
over their mother’s death. ■ a grieving widow [+ obj] The 
children are still grieving the death of their mother. 

griev-OUS /'gri:vas/ adj [more —; most —] formal : causing 
great sadness, suffering, or pain : very serious or severe ■ the 
grievous cost of war ■ He took a foolish financial risk and suf¬ 
fered a grievous loss. ■ grievous bodily harm ■ a grievous error/ 
mistake 

— griev-ous-ly adv ■ Several passengers were grievously in¬ 
jured in the bus accident. 

grif-fin also grif-fon or gryph-on /'grifan/ noun, pi grif¬ 
fins also grif-fons or gryph-ons [count] in stories : an an¬ 
imal that is half eagle and half lion 
’grill /'gnl/ noun, pi grills [count] 

1 a : a metal frame that is used to cook food over hot coals 
or an open fire ■ She put the hamburgers on the grill, b : a 
cooking device with a grill ■ a portable gas grill c : an elec¬ 
tric device in which food is cooked between two hot surfaces 

2 : a restaurant that serves grilled or broiled foods ■ a Mexi¬ 
can grill — often used in the names of restaurants ■ Jackie’s 
Bar and Grill 

3 ; a dish of grilled or broiled food • a seafood grill ■ a mixed 
grill [=a dish of various grilled meats] 

4 Brit : broiler 1 

2 grill verb grills; grilled; grill-ing [+ obj] 

1 chiefly US a : to cook (food) on a metal frame over fire ■ 
We’re planning to grill some chicken and burgers at the 


cookout. b : to fry or toast (something, 
such as a sandwich) on a hot surface ■ a 
grilled cheese sandwich 

2 Brit : to cook (food) directly over or 
under high heat: broil 

3 informal : to ask (someone) a series of 
difficult and unpleasant questions : to 
question (someone) intensely ■ The police 
grilled [interrogated] the suspect for 
hours. ■ Her parents grilled her when she 
came home late. 

— grilling /'gnliQ/ noun, pi -ings [non¬ 

count] These steaks are perfect for grill¬ 
ing. [count] The police gave him a grill- grill 

ing about his possible involvement in 

the robbery. 

grille also grill /'gnl/ noun, pi grilles also grills [count] : a 
metal frame with bars running across it that is used to cover 
or protect something ■ The vent was covered with a grille. • 
The truck has a large metal grille at the front. — see picture 
at CAR 

grim /'grim/ adj grim-mer; -mest 

1 : unpleasant or shocking to see or think about ■ Hikers 
made a grim discovery when they came across a dead body 
in the woods. ■ The accident serves as a grim reminder of the 
dangers of drinking and driving. 

2 : causing feelings of sadness or worry : gloomy or depress¬ 
ing ■ a grim winter ■ The prognosis is grim —doctors do not 
expect her to live longer than six months. ■ He paints a grim 
picture of the prospects for peace. 

3 : having a very serious appearance or manner ■ His face 
looked grim, and we knew his news wouldn’t be good. ■ a 
grim smile ■ a grim taskmaster 

4 : strongly felt and serious • grim determination 

— grim-ly adv ■ She spoke grimly of the scarcity of jobs. 
— grim-ness noun [noncount] 

grim-ace /'gnmas/ noun, pi -ac-es [count] : a facial expres¬ 
sion in which your mouth and face are twisted in a way that 
shows disgust, disapproval, or pain ■ The patient made/gave 
a painful grimace as the doctor examined his wound. 

— grimace verb -aces; -aced; -ac-ing [no obj] ■ The pa¬ 
tient grimaced in pain when his wound was touched. 

grime /'graim/ noun [noncount] : dirt that covers a surface ■ 
The windows were coated with grime. 

— grimy /'graimi/ adj grim-i-er; -est ■ grimy [=dirty] win¬ 
dows 

Grim Reaper noun 

the Grim Reaper : death thought of as a man or skeleton 
holding a scythe and wearing a dark cloak with a hood ■ a 
visit from the Grim Reaper 

grin /'grin/ verb grins; grinned; grin-ning [no obj] : to 

smile widely ■ She continued to tease her brother, grinning 
wickedly. ■ He was grinning from ear to ear. [=he was grin¬ 
ning very broadly] 

grin and bear it : to accept something that you do not like 
because you have no choice ■ I don’t agree with their deci¬ 
sion, but all I can do is grin and bear it. 

— grin noun, pi grins [count] • He had/wore a foolish/sheep¬ 
ish/big grin on his face. 

grinch /'gnntf/ noun,pi grinch-es [count] US, informal : an 
unpleasant person who spoils other people’s fun or enjoy¬ 
ment ■ Only a grinch would complain about the movie’s silly 
plot. 

1 grind /'graind/ verb grinds; ground /'graund/; grind-ing 

1 [+obj] a : to crush or break (something) into very small 
pieces by rubbing it against a rough surface or using a spe¬ 
cial machine ■ Grind (up) the coffee beans into a fine pow¬ 
der. ■ The com is ground into meal, b : to cut (meat) into 
small pieces by putting it through a special machine ■ Grind 
(up) the turkey meat. — usually used in U.S. English in the 
form ground to describe meat that has been cut into very 
small pieces ■ a recipe made with ground turkey ■ a pound of 
ground beef [ =(US ) hamburger, (Brit) mince] 

2 : to make (something) sharp or smooth by rubbing it 
against a hard surface [+ obj] grind an ax [no obj] The steel 
grinds to a shaip edge. — see also ax to grind at 'ax 
3a[+ obj] : to cause (things) to rub against each other in a 
forceful way that produces a harsh noise ■ She kept grinding 
the car’s gears. ■ He grinds his teeth in his sleep, b [no obj] 
: to make a harsh noise caused by rubbing ■ I could hear the 
gears grinding. 

4 [+ obj] : to rub or press (something) against a hard surface ■ 
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She ground (out) her cigarette on the pavement. ■ Dirt was 
ground into the carpet. 

grind along \phrasal verb\ 1 : to continue in a slow and 
steady way ■ The traffic ground along through the city 
streets. ■ The economy continues to grind along. 2 grind 
along (something) : to continue moving down or along 
(something) in a slow and steady way ■ The traffic was 
grinding along the streets. 

grind away [phrasal verb ] 1 : to work or study in a steady, 
determined way ■ She was grinding away at her studies. 2 
grind away (something) or grind (something) away : to re¬ 
move (a part of something) by rubbing something rough 
against it • He uses a special tool to grind away the stone. 
grind down [phrasal verb] 1 grind down (something) or 
grind (something) down : to make (something hard) small¬ 
er and smoother by gradually rubbing off tiny bits ■ The 
old dog’s teeth had been ground down by use. 2 grind 
down (someone or something) or grind (someone or some¬ 
thing) down : to weaken or destroy (someone or some¬ 
thing) gradually • Poverty ground her spirit down. ■ These 
people have been ground down by years of oppression. 
grind on [phrasal verb] : to continue for a long time — used 
to describe something unpleasant ■ The war ground on for 
many more months. 

grind out [phrasal verb ] grind out (something) or grind 
(something) out : to produce (something, especially some¬ 
thing of low quality) quickly as part of a continuous pro¬ 
cess ■ He grinds out [=chums out] a new novel every year. 
grind to a halt or come to a grinding halt of a machine : to 
stop working or moving forward ■ The machinery slowly 
ground to a halt. — often used figuratively ■ Without more 
money, work on the project will soon grind to a halt. 
f =stop] ■ The project came to a grinding halt. 

2 grind noun, pi grinds 

1 [singular] : boring or difficult work • I need a break from 
the daily grind. ■ the dull grind of office work 

2 [count] US : a person who works or studies too much ■ In 
college he had a reputation as a grind [=( Brit ) swot] who nev¬ 
er went to parties. 

3 [count] — used to describe the size of the pieces of some¬ 
thing that has been ground ■ a fine/coarse grind of coffee 

4 I count] : the act of rotating the hips in a sexual way • danc¬ 
ers doing the bump and grind — compare bump 

grind*er /'grainda*/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person or thing that grinds something • a coffee grinder 

— see also organ-grinder 

2 US : SUBMARINE SANDWICH 

grinding adj, always used before a noun [more most ~] 
: very harsh or difficult: continuing without getting any bet¬ 
ter ■ grinding poverty 

grind-stone /'grain,stoun/ noun, pi -stones [count] : a 
stone disc that can be turned like a wheel and that is used for 
sharpening tools, smoothing rough edges, etc. 
nose to the grindstone 4- If your nose is to the grindstone, 
you are doing hard, continuous work. ■ You’ll do well at 
school if you just keep your nose to the grindstone. 

grin-go /'grir),gou/ noun,pi -gos [count] infortnal + offensive 
: a foreign person in a Latin-American country; especially 
: an American person 

1 grip /'grip/ verb grips; gripped; grip-ping [+ obj] 

1 : to grab or hold (something) tightly • The little boy gripped 
his mother’s hand tightly. ■ I gripped the door handle and 
pulled as hard as I could. 

2 : to get and hold the interest or attention of (someone) ■ 
The story really grips the reader. ■ The scandal has gripped 
the nation. 

2 grip noun, pi grips 

1 [count] a : the act of grabbing or holding something — 
often + on • She tightened her grip on the handlebars as she 
coasted down the hill. ■ I got a good grip on the door handle 
and pulled. ■ He loosened/relaxed/lost his grip on the rope. 

— see also death grip b : a way or style of holding some¬ 
thing ■ a loose/tight grip ■ His tennis instructor showed him 
the proper backhand grip. ■ a golfer with an incorrect grip 

2 [singular] a : power or control ■ He has the country in his 
grip. [=he controls the country] • He has been doing all he 
can to maintain/tighten his grip on the company’s finances. 

To be in the grip of something unpleasant is to be unable 
to stop or escape its effect or influence. ■ The country is in 
the grip of a recession. ■ We’re still in the grip of winter, b 
: an understanding of something — often + on ■ She has a 
good grip on local politics. [=she understands local politics 


well] ■ He can’t seem to get a grip on [=gain a good under¬ 
standing of] calculus. 

3 [count] : a part for holding something ■ a knife with a 
wooden grip [= handle ] ■ I need new grips for my golf clubs. 
come to grips with or Brit get to grips with : to begin to 
understand or deal with (something, such as a problem) in 
a direct or effective way ■ The government needs to come 
to grips with the unemployment problem. 
get a grip on yourself or get a grip informal : to get con¬ 
trol of your thoughts and emotions and stop behaving in a 
foolish or uncontrolled way ■ Get a grip on yourself. This is 
no time to be hysterical! 

lose your grip informal : to lose control of your thoughts 
and emotions : to lose your ability to think or behave in a 
normal way • I’ve never seen him so confused and 
indecisive—he really seems to be losing his grip. ■ The pa¬ 
tient seems to be losing his grip on reality. [=confusing 
what is real and what is not real] 
gripe /'graip/ verb gripes; griped; grip-ing informal : to 
complain about something [no obj] All of the workers were 
griping about the new regulations. [+ obj] The students 
griped that they had too much homework. 

— gripe noun, pi gripes [count] ■ I’m sick of listening to 
then gripes. [=complaints] 

gripping adj, always used before a noun [more most ~] 
: very interesting and exciting ■ a gripping story about a 
slave’s escape to freedom 

— grip-ping-ly /'gripirjli/ adv ■ agrippingly exciting story 
gris-ly /'grizli/ adj gris-li-er; -est [also more most ~] 

; causing horror or fear : very shocking ■ a grisly [= gruesome ] 
murder • The jurors saw grisly photos of the crime scene, 
grist /'grist/ noun 

grist for your/the mill (US) or Brit grist to your/the mill 
: something that can be used for a particular purpose ■ 
Now that he’s a writer, he regards his difficult childhood 
experiences as grist for the mill. [=he regards them as mate¬ 
rial that he can use as a writer] 

gris-tle /'grissl/ noun [ noncount ]: tough matter in meat that 
is difficult to eat ■ a cheap piece of meat, full of gristle and fat 

- gris-tly /'gnsali/ adj gris-tli-er; -est [also more most 
~] ■ gristly meat 

1 grit /'grit/ noun [noncount] 

1 : very small pieces of sand or stone ■ He shook out his 
shoes to remove the small rocks and grit. 

2 informal : mental toughness and courage ■ Through re¬ 
sourcefulness and grit , the pioneers survived the winter. 

2 grit verb grits; grit-ted; grit-ting 

grit your teeth 1 : to press or rub your teeth together ■ He 
gritted his teeth in anger/pain. 2 : to show courage and 
determination when you are dealing with problems or 
challenges ■ Starting your own business can be very tough, 
but you just have to grit your teeth and keep working at it. 
grits fgnts/ noun [plural ] : a type of ground corn that is eat¬ 
en especially in the southern U.S. ■ We had sausage and grite 
for breakfast. 

grit-ty /'griti/ adj grit-ti-er; -est [abo more most —] 

1 : containing very small pieces of sand or stone : containing 
grit • gritty vegetables 

2 informal : having or showing a lot of courage and determi¬ 
nation ■ the stoiy’s gritty heroine ■ I admire her gritty deter¬ 
mination to succeed. 

3 : harsh and unpleasant • The book describes the giitty real¬ 
ities of life on the streets. ■ He gave us all of the gritty details 
of his divorce. 

- see also NIITY-GRITTY 

griz-zle /'grizal/ verb griz*zles; griz-zled; griz-zling Brit, 
informal 

1 [no obj] : to make a continuous, quiet, crying sound 
: whimper ■ a grizzling baby 

2 : to complain in a weak or annoying way [no obj] He is al¬ 
ways grizzling about the weather. [+ obj] He always giizzles 
that the weather is bad. 

grizzled adj : having gray hair ■ He had thinning hair and a 
grizzled beard. ■ a grizzled war veteran 
griz-zly /'grizli/ noun, pi -zlies [count] : grizzly bear 
grizzly bear noun, pi ~ bears [count] : a very large and 
powerful bear of western North America — see picture at 

BEAR 

groan /'groon/ verb groans; groaned; groan-ing 

1 a [no obj] : to make a deep sound because of pain or some 
strong emotion (such as grief or disappointment) ■ The 
wounded man groaned in/with pain. ■ She groaned when she 
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saw the bill. ■ She groaned silently/inwardly when she saw 
the bill. [=she was upset when she saw the bill but she did not 
actually groan] b [+ obj ] : to say (something that expresses 
annoyance or unhappiness) • “Oh, no,” she groaned, “I’m go¬ 
ing to have to start all over.” • She groaned that she would 
have to start all over. 

2 [no obj\ : to complain about something • Merchants are 
groaning over slow holiday sales. ■ He’s always moaning and 
groaning about his salary. 

3 [no obj\ : to make a deep sound caused especially by 
weight or pressure ■ The chair groaned under his weight. ■ 
groaning bookshelves = bookshelves groaning with (the 
weight of their) books [=bookshelves filled with books] 

— groan noun, pi groans [count] ■ She let out a.groan when 
she saw the bill. ■ We could hear the groans of the wounded 
man. ■ a groan of despair 

gro«cer /'grousa 1 / noun, pi -cers [count] : a person who sells 
food and other supplies for people’s houses ■ Ask your local 
grocer if he sells organic fruits and vegetables. ■ I bought the 
fruit and vegetables at the grocer s, [-grocery store ] 
grocery /'grousri/ noun, pi -cer«ies 

1 [count] chiefly US : grocery store 

2 groceries [plural] : food sold by a grocer : food bought at 
a store ■ She stopped to pick up some groceries for supper. 

— grocery adj, always used before a noun ■ grocery bags/ 
shopping ■ a grocery cart/clerk 

grocery Store noun, pi ~ stores [count] chiefly US : a 
store that sells food and household supplies : supermarket 


— called also grocery 
grog /'gra:g/ noun [noncount] 

1 : an alcoholic drink containing liquor (such as rum) mixed 
with water 

2 chiefly Australia and New Zealand, informal : any alcoholic 
drink (such as beer) 

grog.gy /'gra:gi/ adj grog*gi*er; -est [also more most 
~] : not able to think or move normally because of being 
tired, sick, etc. ■ I’m still a little groggy from my nap. ■ The 
medicine sometimes makes patients groggy. 

— grog-gi-ly /'graigali/ adv ■ He got out of bed and stag¬ 
gered groggily to the bathroom. — grog«gi*ness 
/'graiginas/ noun [noncount] ■ Patients may experience 
some grogginess after taking the medicine. 

groin /'grom/ noun, pi groins [count] : the area of the body 
where your legs come together — see picture at HUMAN 
grom*met /‘grccmat/ noun, pi -mets [count] : a metal or 
plastic ring that is used to strengthen a small hole in a piece 
of cloth or leather : eyelet 
1 groom /'gru:m/ noun, pi grooms [count] 

T : a man who has just married or is about to be married — 
called also bridegroom ; compare bride 
2 : a person who takes care of horses 
2 groom verb grooms; groomed; groom-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to clean and care for (an animal) ■ The horses are being 
groomed for the competition. ■ The cat was grooming itself in 
the comer. [=the cat was cleaning itself by licking its fur] 

2 a : to make (someone) neat and attractive ■ She spent 



barrette [US), 
hair slide (Brit) 


hairbrush 


blow-dryer 
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hours grooming herself. • She always seems to be perfectly 
groomed and neatly dressed, b : to make (something) neat, 
smooth, or attractive ■ a carefully groomed lawn ■ perfectly 
groomed ski slopes — see also well-groomed 
3 : to prepare (someone) for a particular job or position ■ He 
is being groomed to take over the company. 

— grooming noun [noncount] ■ Horses need a lot oigroom¬ 
ing. • She spends an hour each morning on personal groom¬ 
ing. [=care of her hair, skin, nails, etc.] — see picture on 
previous page 

groom*er /'gruima*/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who 
cleans and cares for an animal ■ a dog groomer 
grooms*man /'gnr.mznwn/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] 
chiefly US : a male friend or relative who helps a groom at 
his wedding ■ He asked his two closest college friends to be 
his groomsmen. — compare best man, bridesmaid, maid 
OF HONOR, MATRON OF HONOR 
1 groove /'gru:v/ noun, pi grooves 

Account] : a long, narrow cut or low area in a surface ■ the 
grooves on a vinyl record ■ The door slides along a groove in 
the doorframe. 

2 [singular] informal a US : a state in which you are able to 
do something well and easily especially because you are do¬ 
ing it often ■ It’s not hard to do a little studying each day 
once you get into a/the groove, [-routine] ■ He’s a great pitch¬ 
er when he’s in a/the groove. • She hasn’t yet found her 
groove, b chiefly Brit : a dull routine that does not change 
: RUT • They’ve gotten stuck in a groove in their jobs. 

3 [count] informal : an enjoyable pattern of sound in music ■ 
dance grooves 

— grooved /'gruivd/ adj ■ a.grooved surface 

2 groove verb grooves; grooved; grooving [no obf] infor¬ 
mal + old-fashioned \ to enjoy listening to or dancing to mu¬ 
sic ■ We grooved to the beat. 

groovy /'gru:vi/ adj groov-i-er; -est informal + old- 
fashioned : very good and enjoyable : excellent ■ groovy 
music *•> Groovy is usually associated with the language of 
the 1960s. 

grope /'group/ verb gropes; groped; grop-ing 

1 [no obf] : to search for something by reaching or touching 
usually with your fingers in an awkward way ■ I groped for 
the light switch. ■ She groped around in her purse, looking 
for her comb. — often used figuratively ■ He was groping for 
a tactful way to break the news. 

2 : to move forward carefully by putting your hands in front 
of you so that you can feel anything that blocks you [no obf] 
We groped along the dark passage. (+ obf] We groped our 
way [-felt our way] along the dark passage. 

3 [+ obf] : to touch (someone) in an unwanted and unexpect¬ 
ed sexual way ■ She claims that her boss tried to grope her. 

1 gross /'grous/ adj gross*er; -est [also more —; most -] 

1 always used before a noun : very obvious or noticeable ■ 
There is a gross [- glaring ] error in the text. • They have suf¬ 
fered a gross injustice. ■ That’s a gross exaggeration. 

2 a : rude or offensive ■ gross [=vulgar, coarse ] language b 
informal ; very disgusting • That soup looks gross. ■ She has a 
gross habit of chewing on the ends of her hair. 

3 always used before a noun : including everything ■ What 
was the gross [-total] weight of the shipment? — used espe¬ 
cially to describe a total amount of money that exists before 
anything (such as taxes or expenses) is taken away ■ the com¬ 
pany’s gross annual profits • Their gross earnings were 
$50,000. — compare 3 net 

4 : very big or fat ■ a gross man with an enormous belly 

— grossly adv • His story was grossly inaccurate. • She is 
grossly overweight. — gross*ness noun [noncount] ■ the 
grossness of his language 

2 grOSS adv — used to describe a total amount of money that 
exists before anything (such as taxes or expenses) is taken 
away • They earned $50,000, gross. 

3 gross verb gross-es; grossed; grossing 

gross out [phrasal verb] gross (someone) out also gross out 
(someone) chiefly US, informal : to cause (someone) to feel 
disgusted ■ He’s always grossing me out by playing with his 
food. ■ I was really grossed out by all the blood and guts in 
the movie. — see also gross-out 

— compare 4 gross 

4 gross verb grosses,grossed; grossing [+ obf] : to earn 
(an amount of money) before taxes, expenses, etc., are taken 
away • They grossed $50,000 before taxes. — compare “*net 

— compare 3 gross 

5 groSS noun, pi gross-es [count] : the amount of money 


earned before taxes, expenses, etc., are taken away ■ They 
give five percent of their gross to charity every year. 

— compare 5 net — compare *gross 

6 groSS noun, pi gross [count] : a group of 144 things : 12 
dozen ■ a gross of pencils ■ selling pencils by the gross 

— compare 5 gross 

grOSS domestic product noun, pi ~ -ucts [count, non¬ 
count] : the total value of the goods and services produced 
by the people of a nation during a year not including the val¬ 
ue of income earned in foreign countries — abbr. GDP 
grOSS national product noun, pi ~ -ucts [count, non¬ 
count] : the total value of the goods and services produced 
by the people of a nation during a year — abbr. GNP 
gross—Out /'grous.aut/ noun, pi -outs [count] chiefly US, in¬ 
formal : something that is very disgusting : something that 
grosses you out • The last scene in the movie is a real gross- 
out. ■ gross-out humor 

gro-tesque /grou'tesk/ ad) [more most —] 

1 : very strange or ugly in a way that is not normal or natu¬ 
ral ■ animals with grotesque deformities • a grotesque villain ■ 
The actors wore dark capes and grotesque masks. 

2 : extremely different from what is expected or usual ■ a 
grotesque distortion of the facts 

— gro*tesque-ly adv • grotesquely deformed - gro- 
tesque-ness noun [noncount] 

grot-to /'gra:to/ noun, pi -toes also -tos [count] : a small 
cave 

grot'ty /'grarti/ adj grot-ti-er; -est Brit, informal : of poor 
quality : very dirty or unpleasant ■ I lived in a grotty flat. 

1 grouch /'grauflV noun, pi grouch-es [count] : a person who 
complains frequently or constantly ■ He is a grouch. 
2 grouch verb grouches; grouched; grouch-ing informal 
: to complain in an annoyed way [no obf] He’s always 
grouching about work. [+ obf] He’s always grouching that he 
has to work. 

grouchy /'grautfi/ adj grouch-i-er; -est somewhat infor¬ 
mal : tending to complain about things : having a bad tem¬ 
per ■ a grouchy old man ■ I get grouchy when I’m tired. 

— grouch-i-ly /'grautfali/ adv - grouch-i-ness 
/'grautfinas/ noun [noncount] 

1 qround /*graund/ noun, pi grounds 

1 the ground : the surface of the earth • An apple fell to the 
ground. ■ Mechanical problems kept the plane on the ground. 

• They were lying/sitting on the ground. ■ close to the ground 

— low to the ground ■ The flight was watched by many ob¬ 
servers on the ground. ■ They sent in ground forces/troops. 
[=soldiers who fight on the ground instead of in the air or at 
sea] ■ a ground war[= a war fought by soldiers on the ground] 

• ground transportation ^transportation that is over the 
ground instead of on water or in the air] 

2 [noncount] : the soil that is on or under the surface of the 
earth • planting seeds in the ground ■ She drove a spike into 
the ground. ■ damp/frozen ground ■ solid/firm/dry ground 

3 a [noncount] : an area of land ■ They built their house on 
bare/level/flat ground. ■ We realized that we were on hal¬ 
lowed/sacred ground. • They built their house on high 
ground, b [count] : an area of land or sea that is used for a 
particular purpose • a camping ground ■ fishing/hunting 
grounds ■ Each fall the birds return to their wintering 
grounds. ■ (Brit) a football ground [=(US) a soccer field] ■ an 
ancient burial ground [=a place where people were buried in 
ancient times] — see also spawning ground c grounds 
[plural] : the land around a building ■ the capitol grounds • 
He was trespassing on school grounds. • We toured the 
grounds of the estate. 

4 [noncount] : the bottom of the ocean, a lake, etc. ■ The 
boat struck ground. 

5 [noncount] : an area of knowledge or interest ■ We have a 
lot of ground to go over before the test. ■ We covered much 
more ground [=we went over more information] than we ex¬ 
pected to at the meeting. ■ The book covers familiar ground. 
[=subjects that have often been discussed before] 

6 [singular] : a place or situation in which someone or some¬ 
thing is developed or tested ■ The laboratory has become a 
testing ground for ideas about the origins of the universe. • 
The tournament has come to be regarded as a proving 
ground for young players. 

7 : a set of beliefs, opinions, or attitudes [noncount] The two 
sides are trying to find some common ground [=an area in 
which they can agree with each other] on these issues. ■ 
When a politician talks about raising taxes, he’s on danger¬ 
ous ground. [=he is doing or saying something that may 
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cause anger or criticism] [singular] The two sides continue 
to look for a middle ground [=a middle position] between 
two extremes. — see also high ground 

8 [count] : a reason for doing or thinking something — usu¬ 
ally plural ■ The company has been accused of discriminat¬ 
ing on the grounds of race. ■ We have no grounds for believ¬ 
ing that the crisis will end soon. ■ Her husband's infidelity 
was grounds for divorce. ■ Many critics have objected to the 
proposal on the grounds that [=because] it would be too 
costly. ■ The law was rejected on the grounds that it was not 
constitutional. = The law was rejected on constitutional 
grounds. 

9 grounds [plural] : very small pieces of crushed coffee 
beans ■ coffee grounds 

10 [count] US : a wire or metal object that makes an electri¬ 
cal connection with the earth — usually singular ■ This met¬ 
al bracket provides the ground. — called also (Brit) earth 

11 [count] : the area behind or around a design ■ The wallpa¬ 
per has red tulips on a white ground. [= background] 
above ground : on top of the earth's surface ■ The bird's 

nest is located high above ground, 
below ground : under the earth’s surface ■ The seeds should 
be planted a few inches below ground, 
break ground 1 : to dig into the ground at the start of 
building something • Workers broke ground on the new sta¬ 
dium last week. 2 or break new ground : to make new 
discoveries ■ Critics say that the study does not break (any) 
new ground in the search for a cure for cancer. 
burn to the ground see ‘burn 

down to the ground Brit, informal : completely or perfectly 
• The job suits her down to the ground. [=suits her perfect¬ 
ly] 

from the ground up 1 : completely or thoroughly ■ The 
car has been redesigned from the ground up. 2 : from a 
point at which nothing has been done : from the very be¬ 
ginning ■ They built the resort from the ground up. 
gain ground or make up ground : to move faster so that 
you come closer to someone or something that is in front 
of you • She was trailing in the race, but she was beginning 
to gain ground (on the leaders). — often used figuratively ■ 
Alternative forms of energy are quickly gaining ground. 
[=becoming more popular or successful] ■ The company 
has been gaining ground on [= catching up with] its competi¬ 
tors. • The campaign is trying to make up ground by adver¬ 
tising heavily in key states. 

get off the ground 1 : to begin to operate or proceed in a 
successful way ■ The project never really got off the ground. 
2 get (something) off the ground : to cause (something) to 
begin to operate or proceed in successful way ■ We’re still 
trying to get this project off the ground, 
give ground : to move backward when you are being at¬ 
tacked : retreat ■ The troops were forced to give ground. 
— often used figuratively • The controversy has continued, 
and both sides are still refusing to give ground, 
have/keep your feet on the ground see ‘foot 
hit the ground running see ‘hit 

hold/stand your ground : to not change your position 
when you are being attacked : to not retreat ■ The troops 
managed to hold their ground despite a fierce enemy at¬ 
tack. — often used figuratively ■ The company has man¬ 
aged to hold its ground in the marketplace. ■ The president 
has continued to stand his ground despite criticism. 
into the ground 1 : to the point of being very tired or ex¬ 
hausted ■ She’s been working/running/driving herself into 
the ground. 2 : to the point of complete failure or ruin ■ 
He ran that company into the ground. [=he destroyed that 
company] ■ She drove that old car into the ground. [=she 
drove it until it would not run anymore] 
lose ground : to move slower so that you are farther away 
from someone or something that is in front of you ■ She 
was beginning to lose ground (to the leaders) in the race. — 
often used figuratively ■ The political party lost ground 
[=became less popular or successful; did not do well] in the 
election. ■ The company is losing ground to [=falling be¬ 
hind; not doing as well as] its competitors. 

2 ground verb grounds; ground-ed; grounding 

1 [+ obj] : to provide a basis or reason for (something) — 
usually used as (be) grounded ■ She discussed the principles 
on which her philosophy is grounded. [=based, founded] ■ It 
turned out that our fears were well grounded. [=there was a 
good reason for our fears] — often + in ■ These practices are 
solidly grounded [=based] in tradition. ■ a theoiy grounded 
[=based] in fact 


2 : to cause a ship or boat to hit the ground below the water 
so that it cannot move [+ obj] They grounded the ship on a 
sandbar. ■ a grounded ship [no obj] The ship grounded on a 
sandbar. [=(more commonly) the ship ran aground on a 
sandbar] 

3 [+ obj] : to prevent (an aircraft or a pilot) from flying ■ The 
plane was grounded by mechanical problems. ■ Bad weather 
grounded his flight. ■ a pilot grounded by health problems 

4 [+ obj] : to stop (a child) from leaving the house to spend 
time with friends as a form of punishment • Her parents 
threatened to ground her for a week. [=her parents threat¬ 
ened to keep her from going out with her friends for a week] 

■ Sorry, I can't go out, I’m grounded. 

5 [+ obj] US : to connect (a wire, a device, etc.) electrically to 
the ground for safety ■ The wire was not properly grounded. 
[-(Brit) earthed] 

6 [no obj] baseball : to hit a ground ball ■ He grounded to the 
shortstop. ■ He grounded out [=made an out by hitting a 
ground ball] to the shortstop. 

7 [+ obj] American football : to throw (a football) to the 
ground in order to avoid being tackled ■ The quarterback 
was penalized for intentionally grounding the ball. 
ground in [phrasal verb] ground (someone) in (something) 

: to give (someone) basic knowledge about (something) • 
The study helped to ground them in the methods of re¬ 
search. — often used as (be) grounded in ■ She is well/solid¬ 
ly grounded in mathematics. [=she has a good basic knowl¬ 
edge of mathematics] 

3 ground past tense and past participle of ‘grind 
ground ball noun, pi ~~ balls [count] baseball : a ball that is 
hit by the batter and that rolls or bounces along the ground ■ 
He hit a ground ball to the shortstop. — called also grounder .; 
compare fly ball 

ground-break*ing /'graund^reikii]/ adj [more most ~] 
: introducing new ideas or methods * She was honored for 
her groundbreaking work in nuclear physics. • a ground¬ 
breaking new book 

ground cloth noun, pi cloths [count] US : a piece of wa¬ 
terproof material that is used under tents, sleeping bags, etc., 
by people who are sleeping outdoors — called also (Brit) 
ground sheet 

ground cover noun, pi ~ covers [count, noncount] : a low 
plant or group of plants used in a garden to cover the ground 

■ Ivy is often used as (a) ground cover. 

ground crew noun, pi crews [count]: a group of people 
at an airport who take care of and repair aircraft — called 
also (Brit) ground staff 

grounded /'graondad/ adj (more most ~] — used to de¬ 
scribe a person who is sensible and has a good understanding 
of what is really important in life ■ He’s trying to stay ground¬ 
ed despite all the fame and praise. ■ She comes from a very 
grounded family. 

ground*er /'grounds/ noun, pi -ers [count] baseball 
: ground ball ■ He hit a grounder to the shortstop, 
ground floor noun, pi ~ floors [count] : the floor of a 
building that is at ground level — called also (US) first floor 
in on the ground floor If you are/get in on the ground 
floor of something (such as a new business or project), you 
become involved in it at the very beginning. ■ He was able 
to get in on the ground floor of the computer industry. 
ground*hog /'graund,ha:g/ noun, pi -hogs [count] 

: WOODCHUCK 

Groundhog Day noun [singular] : February 2 observed in 
the U.S. as a day that indicates whether winter will end soon 
Tradition says that if a groundhog sees its shadow because 
the sun is shining on February 2, the winter will last six more 
weeks, and if it does not see its shadow because of cloudy 
weather, the winter will end soon, 
grounding /'graundii)/ noun [singular] : training or in¬ 
struction that gives someone basic knowledge of a particular 
subject • It is clear he has a solid grounding in the issues. 
[=that he knows about and understands the issues] • The job 
requires a thorough grounding in the history of the region. • 
classes that give students a good moral grounding 
groundless /'graundtas/ adj [more most ~] : not based 
on facts ■ The charges against him were (completely) ground¬ 
less. ■ Doubts about how the new system would work proved 
(to be) groundless. • groundless fears 

- ground-less-ly adv - ground-less-ness noun [non- 
count] • the groundlessness of their fears 
ground—level adj, always used before a noun : occurring or 
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lying at or near the ground ■ ground-level winds/tempera¬ 
tures • a ground-level window 

— ground level noun [singular] ■ a window located at 
ground level 

ground-nut / , graund,nAt/rtOMrt,/?/-nutS [count] chiefly Brit 
: PEANUT 1 

ground plan noun, pi ~ plans [count ]: floor plan 
ground rule noun, pi ~ rules [count] 

1 : a basic rule about what should be done in a particular sit¬ 
uation, event, etc. — usually plural ■ We need to lay out the 
ground rules for tonight’s meeting. 

2 chiefly US, sports : a special rule about how a game is 
played on a particular field, court, or course — usually plu¬ 
ral ■ The coaches and umpires discussed the ground rules. 

ground sheet noun, pi ~ sheets [count] Brit : ground 
cloth 

grounds-keep-er /‘graundz^iip;*/ noun, pi -ers [count] 
US : a person who takes care of a large area of land (such as 
a sports field or a park) — called also 0 chiefly Brit ) grounds¬ 
man 

grounds-man /'graundzman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ 
[count] chiefly Brit : groundskeeper 
ground staff noun, pi ~ staffs [count] Brit 

1 : the people who take care of a large area of land (such as a 
sports field) — usually singular 

2 I GROUND CREW 

ground stroke noun, pi ~ strokes [count] tennis : a 
stroke made by hitting a ball that has bounced off the 
ground — compare volley 

ground-SWell /'graund,swEl/ noun, pi -swells [count] : a 
fast increase in the amount of public support for something 
(such as a political cause or candidate) — usually + of' They 
hope to create a groundswell of support for her candidacy. ■ a 
groundswell of enthusiasm 

ground-wa-ter /'graund,wa:t;>/ noun [noncount] : water 
that is underground ■ There were concerns about contami¬ 
nated groundwater. 

ground-work /'graundjwalc/ noun [noncount] : something 
that is done at an early stage and that makes later work or 
progiess possible — often used with lay or do • His discover¬ 
ies laid the groundwork [-foundation] for further research. ■ 
He did the groundwork for further research, 
ground zero noun [noncount] 

1 : the point on the earth’s surface directly above, below, or 
at which an explosion (especially a nuclear explosion) oc¬ 
curs 

2 : the central point in an area of fast change or intense ac¬ 
tivity- ground zero in the battle over immigration laws 

3 : the beginning state or starting point • We’re going to have 
to go right back to ground zero [^square one] and start all 
over again. 

1 group /'gru.p/ noun, pi groups [count] 

1 a : a number of people or things that are together or in the 
same place ■ It’ll be easier if we go there as a group. ■ She pre¬ 
sented the idea to the group. • We like to let these students 
work in groups whenever possible. — often + of • A large 
group of people were waiting for him at the airport. ■ a group 
of tourists ■ a small group of islands In British English 
group is used with both singular and plural verbs. ■ A large 
group was/were waiting for him. b : a number of people 
who are connected by some shared activity, interest, or qual¬ 
ity ■ She belongs to an environmental/youth group. ■ ethnic/ 
religious groups ■ She joined a discussion group. ■ A select 
group of scientists has been invited to the conference. ■ The 
disease was seen in all age groups. [=groups made up of peo¬ 
ple who are the same age] ■ a group discussion [=a discus¬ 
sion involving a group of people] — see also FOCUS GROUP, 
INTEREST GROUP, NEWSGROUP, PRESSURE GROUP, SUP¬ 
PORT group c : a number of things that are related in 
some way ■ the four food groups ■ a group of languages 

2 : a number of musicians who play together regularly ■ a 
rock/musical group [=band] 

2 group verb groups; grouped; group-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to put (people or things) in a group — often + to¬ 
gether ■ She grouped the toys together by type. — often used 
as (be) grouped • English and Dutch can be grouped together 
as Germanic languages. ■ The children were grouped by age. 

2 [no obf] : to form a group — often + around or together " 
The students grouped around the table. ■ The children 
grouped together near their teachers. 

grou-per /'gru.p»/ noun, pi grou-pers also grouper 
[count] : a large fish that lives at the bottom of warm seas 


group home noun, pi ~ homes [count] US : a place where 
people who need special care or attention live together in a 
group ■ a group home for young adults with disabilities 
group-ie /'gruipi/ noun, pi -ies [count] informal 

1 a : a fan of a music group who follows the group on con¬ 
cert tours b ; a fan of an athlete or celebrity who tries to 
see the athlete or celebrity as often as possible 

2 : an enthusiastic supporter or follower of something • a 
science-fiction groupie • a political groupie 

group-ing /'gru.pirj/ noun, pi -ings 

1 [count] : a set of people or things combined in a group ■ 
They arranged the furniture in a grouping around the fire¬ 
place. — often + of* The garden has several large groupings 
of carefully selected plants. • a grouping of stars/islands 

2 [noncount] : the act or process of combining people or 
things into groups • the grouping of English with other Ger¬ 
manic languages 

group practice noun, pi ~ -tices [count, noncount] : a 
group of doctors, dentists, etc., who all work in the same 
building and share office costs ■ He is in (a) group practice 
with three other doctors. 

group therapy noun [noncount] ; a method for helping 
people with mental or emotional problems by having them 
discuss their problems together in a group 
1 grouse /'graus/ noun, pi grouse [count] : a small bird that 
is often hunted 

2 grouse verb grous-es; groused; grous-ing informal : to 
complain about something [no obj] She’s been grousing to 
her boss about the working conditions. [+ obj] Fans have 
groused that the higher prices are unfair. 

- grous-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 grout /'graut/ noun [noncount] technical : material used for 
filling spaces or cracks between tiles 
2 grout verb grouts; grout-ed; grout-ing [+ obj] technical 
: to fill the cracks in (something) with grout • I need to grout 
the bathroom tiles. 

grove /'grouv/ noun, pi groves [count] ; a small group of 
trees • a grove of oaks; especially : a group of trees that pro¬ 
duce fruit or nuts • an orange grove • a pecan grove — some¬ 
times used in street names ■ Evans Grove ■ Oak Grove 
grov-el /'gra.val, 'grAval/ verb grov-els; US grov-eled or 
Brit grov-elled; US grov-el-ing or Brit grov-el-ling [no 
obj] 

1 : to kneel, lie, or crawl on the ground • The peasants grov¬ 
eled before the king. 

2 : to treat someone with too much respect or fear in a way 
that shows weakness in order to be forgiven or to gain ap¬ 
proval or favor • He had to grovel to get her to accept his 
apology. ■ He made a groveling apology to his girlfriend. 

- grov-el-er (US) or Brit grov-el-ler noun.pl -ers [count] 
grow /'grou/ verb grows; grew /'gru.7; grown /'groun/; 

grow-ing 

1 [no obj] : to become larger ; to increase in size, amount, 
etc. • The city is growing rapidly/dramatically. ■ The list of 
chores to do this weekend keeps growing. — often + in ■ The 
sport is growing in popularity. [=is becoming more popular] ■ 
The school has grown (considerably/greatly) in size. ■ His fol¬ 
lowers continue to grow in number. [=to become more nu¬ 
merous] 

2 [no obj] : to become better or improved in some way : to 
become more developed, mature, etc. ■ She intellectual¬ 
ly and emotionally in her first year at college. ■ It’s wonderful 
to see how she has grown as a person since going to college. 

3 [no obj] : to become larger and change from being a child 
to being an adult as time passes : to pass from childhood to 
adulthood ■ It can be hard to watch our children change as 
they grow. • He’s still just a growing boy. ■ She’s grown (by) at 
least an inch since the last time I saw her. 

4 a [no obj] of a plant : to exist and develop • These trees 
grow only in the jungle. ■ As the tree grew taller, the branches 
began to touch the house. ■ This plant does well in difficult 

'growing conditions. [=conditions in which it is difficult for 
most plants to grow] • The flowers grow wild [=grow natural¬ 
ly without being planted or cared for by humans] along the 
highway, b [+ obj] : to cause (a plant) to grow : to cultivate 
or raise (a plant) • She grows tomatoes in her garden. ■ The 
plant is grown for its colorful flowers. 

5 of hair, fingernails, etc. : to become longer [no obj ] She's 
letting her hair grow a little. • His fingernails grow quickly. 
[+ obj] She’s growing her hair long. ■ He tried to grow a beard/ 
mustache. [=to have a beard/mustache by letting the hair on 
his face grow] — see also GROW OUT 1 (below) 
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6 a always followed by an adjective [linking verb] : become • 
He suddenly grew pale. ■ He had grown tired of hearing about 
their problems. ■ She grew fat due to her lack of exercise. ■ 
He’s worried about growing old. ■ These diseases are growing 
more common. ■ We have grown accustomed to his angry 
outbursts, b [no obj ] : to have or form an opinion, attitude, 
etc., after time passes — followed by to + verb ■ She’s grown 
to like her new job. ■ I grew to admire her very much. ■ I grew 
to feel that these problems were not important. ■ She grew to 
hate him for his selfishness. 

7 [+ obj]: to cause (something, such as a business) to develop 
or get bigger ■ These changes should allow us to grow the 
company while reducing waste. ■ He claims that his propos¬ 
als will help grow the economy. 

grow apart [phrasal verb] : to become less friendly or emo¬ 
tionally close as time passes : to become distant from 
someone "My wife and 1 have grown apart over the years. 
grow from [phrasal verb] grow from (something) : to come 
from or originate from (something) ■ The company grew 
from an idea he had in college. 
grow into [phrasal verb] grow into (something) 1 : to be¬ 
come (something) as time passes ■ She has grown into an 
accomplished and charming young woman. ■ His small 
company has grown into a huge international corporation. 
2 : to become large enough for (a certain size of clothing) ■ 
Ben will grow into Billy’s shoes in a year or two. 
grow on [phrasal verb] grow on (someone) : to become 
more appealing to (someone) as time passes ■ Try the dish 
again—it grows on you. ■ I didn’t like him at first, but he’s 
starting to grow on me. 

grow on trees informal : to exist in large amounts : to be 
easy to get ■ Good jobs don’t grow on trees. [=good jobs are 
hard to get] ■ He acts as if money grows on trees, 
grow out [phrasal verb] 1 grow (something) out or grow out 
(something) : to allow (something) to get longer ■ She’s 
growing out her hair. — see also GROW 5 (above) 2 grow 
out of (something) a : to develop or come from (a 
source) ■ The project grew out of a simple suggestion. ■ This 
new theory grew out of their earlier research, b : to be¬ 
come too large for (a certain size of clothing) • He quickly 
grew out of his clothes. — see also outgrow C : to stop 
doing or having (something) because you are older and 
more mature ■ She hoped to grow out of her bad habits. ■ 
He’s wild now, but he’ll grow out of it. 
grow up [phrasal verb] 1 a : to become an adult ■ She 
wants to be a firefighter when she grows up. — used to de¬ 
scribe where you lived, what you did, etc., when you were 
a child ■ I grew up in the city. ■ We grew up poor, but we al¬ 
ways had food on the table. • He grew up playing music. 
[=he played music when he was a child] b : to stop think¬ 
ing and behaving in a childish way ■ It’s time for him to 
grow up and start accepting his responsibilities. ■ Oh, grow 
up ! — see also grown-up 2 : to begin to exist and devel¬ 
op as time passes ■ A number of villages and cities grew up 
along the river. ■ A rivalry grew up between the villages. 

— grow*er /'growa-/ noun, pi -ers [count] ■ com/fruit grow¬ 
ers ■ This plant is known as a fast grower. - growing adj, 
always used before a noun ■ There is growing acceptance of 
the new plan. ■ the growing popularity of this film ■ There’s 
a growing sense that he may be right. 

growing pains noun [plural] 

1 : pains in the legs of children who are growing 

2 : the problems that are experienced as something (such as 
a business or a project) grows larger or more successful ■ a 
young company/city dealing with growing pains 

growing season noun, pi ~ -sons [count]: the period of 
the year that is warm enough for plants to grow 
1 growl /'grawal/ verb growls; growled; growMng 

1 [no obj] a of an animal : to make a deep threatening 
sound ■ I could hear a dog growling behind me. ■ a growling 
dog — often + at • The dog growled at me. b : to make a 
low sound like the sound of a growling animal ■ My stom¬ 
ach’s been growling all morning. ■ The engine growled. 

2 a [+ obj] : to say (something) in an angry way ■ “What do 
you want?” he growled, b [no obj]: to complain in an angry 
way ■ He’s always growling about the government. 

2 growl noun, pi growls [count] : a deep sound made by an 
animal ■ The dog gave a menacing growl:, also : a similar 
sound ■ He answered my question with a growl. ■ We could 
hear a growl of thunder in the distance. 

— growly /'grauli/ adj grow*li*er; -est ■ a growly voice 
1 grown past participle of grow 


2 grOWn /’groun/ adj, always used before a noun : no longer a 
child : adult ■ It’s a job that requires a grown man. ■ She has 
two grown children [=two children who are now adults] from 
a previous marriage. — see also full-grown 
1 grown-up /'groun,Ap/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : no longer young : fully grown ■ Their children are all 
grown-up now. [=are adults now] 

2 somewhat informal a : suitable for adults ■ a grown-up 
movie/party ■ This book is a little too grown-up for him. ■ a 
young girl with grown-up tastes b : like an adult ■ How 
grown-up you look! ■ They’re grown-up [= mature] enough to 
deal with the situation. 

2 grOWn—up noun, pi -ups [count] somewhat informal : a per¬ 
son who is fully grown : adult ■ Her books appeal to both 
children and grown-ups. 
growth /'grou0/ noun, pi growths 

1 [noncount] : the process of growing: such as a : natural 
increase in size ■ He had a growth spurt when he was 16 years 
old. ■ She’s concerned that the medication might slow/stunt 
her child’s growth. — often + of ■ the growth of facial hair ■ 
the growth of a crystal b : the process of forming or devel¬ 
oping something ■ He discovered a substance that promotes 
the growth of new blood vessels. C : an increase in the num¬ 
ber, amount, or size of something ■ The city has undergone 
explosive growth in recent years. ■ rapid growth • slow/steady 
growth • the growth of civilization ■ population/economic 
growth • Children’s books are a growth area [=an area of 
business that is becoming larger and more successful] in the 
publishing industry. ■ Children’s publishing is a growth in¬ 
dustry. [=a business that is becoming larger and more suc¬ 
cessful] ■ The company has limited growth potential. [=the 
company is not likely to grow much larger] d : the develop¬ 
ment of a person’s mind, emotions, etc. ■ He sees his college 
years as an opportunity for personal growth. ■ emotional/in- 
tellectual growth 

2 : a result or product of growing [noncount] It’s important 
to prune the bush every year to encourage new growth. ■ 
Their profits have averaged five percent growth in the last 
four years, [singular] The tree has an average annual growth 
of almost a foot. ■ a thick growth of underbrush 

3 [count] medical : an abnormal mass of tissue (such as a tu¬ 
mor) ■ a cancerous growth 

1 grub /*gr\b/ noun, pi grubs 

1 [count] : the young form of an insect in which it looks like 
a small worm 

2 [noncount] informal : food 1 ■ Let’s go get some grub. 
2 grub verb grubs; grubbed; grub-bing [no obj] 

1 : to dig in the ground for something that is difficult to find 
or remove ■ animals grubbing for roots 

2 informal : to search for something : to try hard to get or 
find something ■ Everyone was grubbing for whatever food 
they could find. ■ students grubbing for better grades — see 
also MONEY-GRUBBER, MONEY-GRUBBING 

grub*by /'grAbi/ adj grub*bi*er; -est informal : dirty or 
messy ■ He lives in a grubby little apartment. ■ grubby clothes 

■ Keep your grubby hands off me! [=do not touch me] 

— grub-bi-ness /'grAbinas/ noun [noncount] ■ the grubbi¬ 
ness of his clothes 

1 grudge /'grAtfc/ noun, pi grudg*es [count]: a strong feeling 
of anger toward someone that lasts for a long time ■ She still 
has/holds/bears a grudge against him for the way he treated 
her in school. ■ He has nursed/harbored a grudge against his 
former boss for years. ■ I don’t bear him any grudges, 
grudge match : a contest or fight between players, teams, 
etc., who dislike each other ■ The race had turned into a 
grudge match between the two teams. 

2 grudge verb grudges; grudged; grudging [+ obj] 

1 : to give, do, or allow (something) in a reluctant or unwill¬ 
ing way : begrudge ■ I don’t grudge paying my share. 

2 : to dislike or feel angry toward (someone) for something ■ 
I don’t grudge her the opportunities she has been given. 

grudg-ing /'grAtfcii)/ adj [more most ~] : said, done, or 
given in an unwilling or doubtful way ■ Her theories have be¬ 
gun to win grudging acceptance in the scientific community. 

■ He has earned the grudging admiration/respect of his rivals. 

— grudg-ing-ly adv ■ Her theories have been grudgingly ac¬ 
cepted. ■ They grudgingly gave him permission. 

gru-el /'gnrwal/ noun [noncount] : a thin food made by boil¬ 
ing oatmeal or some other grain in water or milk ■ a bowl of 
gruel 

gru*el*ing (US) or Brit gru*el-ling /'gruiwalio/ adj [more 
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—/ most —]: very difficult: requiring great effort ■ a grueling 
race * His schedule is grueling. 

grue-some /'gru.sam/ adj [more most ~] : causing hor¬ 
ror or disgust ■ The police report described the scene in grue¬ 
some detail. ■ a gruesome murder 

— grue«some*ly adv • She was gruesomety murdered. 

- grue*some-ness noun [noncount] 
gruff /'gr^f/ adj gruff-er; gruff-est 

1 : rough or very serious in manner or speech ■ Don’t be 
fooled by his gruff manner—he’s really very kind. ■ his gruff 
charm ■ a g ruff old man 

2 of a voice : low and rough • He spoke in a gruff voice. 

— grufHy adv ■ He answered their questions gruffly. 

— gruff-ness noun [noncount] ■ Don’t be fooled by his 
gruffness —he's really very kind. 

grurrvble /'gambol/ verb grum-bles, grum-bled; grum¬ 
bling 

1 : to complain quietly about something : to talk in an un¬ 
happy way [no obj] There's been a lot of grumbling among 
the employees. ■ Some of the customers have been grumbling 
about poor service. ■ Fans grumbled about the team’s poor 
play. [+ obj] “When are we going to leave?” he grumbled. 

2 [no obj] : to make a low, heavy sound : rumble ■ His 
stomach was grumbling. • We could hear thunder grumbling 
in the distance. 

— grumble noun, pi grumbles [count] ■ We could hear the 
grumble of thunder in the distance. — grum-bler 
/'grAmbsl^/ noun, pi -biers [count] • He tries to ignore the 
grumblers and just do his job. — grunvbling noun, pi 
-blings [count, noncount] ■ Your grumbling needs to stop. 

grump /'grAmp/ noun, pi grumps [count] informal: a per¬ 
son who is often angry or who often complains ■ Our neigh¬ 
bor is an old grump. 

grumpy /'grAmpi/ adi grump*i*er; -est informal : easily 
annoyed or angered : having a bad temper or complaining 
often ■ Our neighbor is a grumpy old man. ■ I was feeling 
grumpy after my long flight. 

— grump*My /'grAmpali/ adv ■ “Leave me alone,” he said 
grumpily. — grump*i*ness /'grAmpinas/ noun [noncount] 

grunge /'grAncfe/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a type of loud rock music that was popular especially in 
the early 1990s ■ I’m a fan of grunge. • a grunge band; also 
: the fashions associated with this type of music ■ the grunge 
look 

2 US, informal : heavy dirt ■ I cleared the grunge out of the 
drains. 

grun-gy /'grAncfci/ adj grun-gi*er; -est chiefly US, informal 
: 1 dirty ■ After working in the garden all day, I felt sweaty 
and grungy. • a grungy pair of jeans ■ a grungy movie theater 
1 grunt /'grAnt/ noun, pi grunts [count] 

1 : a short, low sound from the throat ■ the grunt of a pig ■ I 
could hear the grunts of the movers as they lifted the heavy 
furniture. ■ He answered her with a grunt. 

2 informal: a U.S. soldier especially in the Vietnam War ■ He 
was si grunt who worked his way up to become an officer. 

3 US, informal : a person who does ordinary and boring 
work ■ He’s just a grunt in the attorney’s office. — often used 
in the phrase grunt work ■ She resents having to do all the 
grunt work for her boss. 

2 grunt verb grunts; grunt^ed; grunt-ing 

1 [no obj] : to make a short, low sound : to make a grunt ■ 
The workers were grunting with effort as they lifted the 
heavy furniture. ■ The pigs grunted. • He grunted in agree¬ 
ment. 

2 [+ obj : to say (something) with a grunt ■ She grunted a few 
words in reply, then turned and walked away. 

Gru-yere /gru'jea 1 / noun [noncount] : a type of hard cheese 
from Switzerland with a nutty flavor 
gryphon variant spelling of griffin 

G—String /'ctei:,stni)/ noun, pi G—strings [count] : a narrow 
strip of cloth that passes between the legs and is held up by a 
string around the waist 

Gt. or Gt abbr, chiefly Brit great — used in place-names ■ Gt. 
Britain 

gua*ca*mo*le /,gwa:k3'mouli/ noun [noncount] : a Mexi¬ 
can food made of mashed avocado usually mixed with 
chopped tomatoes and onion 

gua*no /'gwcunou/ noun [noncount] : waste material from 
birds and bats that is used to help plants grow 
1 quar»an»tee /,ger3n'ti:/ noun, pi -tees [count] 

1 : a usually written promise: such as a : a promise that the 
quality of something (such as a product that is being sold) 


will be as good as expected ■ The washer comes with a guar¬ 
antee against major defects. ■ The software comes with a 
money-back guarantee. [=a promise that the money you 
spend on a product will be returned if the product is not 
good enough] b : a promise that something is true or real ■ 
They wanted a guarantee that the document was authentic. 

2 : a promise that something will happen or be done ■ They 
want the new contract to include a guarantee of job security. 
■ The U.S. Constitution includes guarantees against unrea¬ 
sonable searches. ■ He cited the First Amendment guarantee 
of free speech. 

3 : a thing that makes something sure to happen or exist — 
often used in negative constructions ■ There is no guarantee 
that they will approve the contract. [=there is no way to be 
sure that they will approve it] • There’s no guarantee they’ll 
get here on time. ■ She took the job even though there was 
no guarantee of permanent employment. 

4 : something valuable that the owner will allow to be taken 
if a promise is not kept or a loan is not paid back ■ We used 
our house as a guarantee for the loan. [=we said that the 
bank could take our house if we did not pay back the loan] 

guarantee verb -tees; -teed; -teedng [+ obj 

f a : to make a usually written promise that whatever you 
are selling, doing, etc., is what you say it is • The washer is 
guaranteed against defects for one year. ■ They guarantee 
that the diamonds they sell are top quality, b : to promise 
to pay for (something) if another person fails to pay for it ■ 
He offered to personally guarantee the loan. ■ The invest¬ 
ment was guaranteed by the bank. 

2 a : to say (something) with great confidence ■ I guarantee 
that you’ll be satisfied. ■ He guaranteed us that everything 
would go according to plan, b : to make (something) cer¬ 
tain ■ We can’t guarantee your safety. = We can’t guarantee 
(you) that you’ll be safe. ■ Money doesn’t guarantee a happy 
life, c : to say that (something) will certainly happen ■ He 
guaranteed a victory in the championship game. 

guar«an*teed adj 

1 ; protected or promised by a guarantee ■ a guaranteed an¬ 
nual wage • a guaranteed annuity 

2 : certain to happen or to do something — followed by to + 
verb ■ If we don’t take an umbrella, it’s guaranteed to rain. 
[=it will certainly rain] ■ He’s guaranteed to reject my ideas. 

guar-an-tor ^geran'toa*/ noun, pi -tors [count] finance : a 
person who promises to pay back a loan if the original bor¬ 
rower does not pay it back 
guar*an«ty /'geranti/ noun, pi -ties [count] 

1 law : a formal promise to pay a debt ■ a loan guaranty 
[= guarantee ] — often used in the names of financial compa¬ 
nies ■ He worked for the Morgan Guaranty Trust Company. 

2 : something that protects or maintains the existence of 
something else ■ the guaranty [-guarantee] of free speech 

1 guard /'gaa-d/ noun, pi guards 

1 [noncount] : a state in which someone is carefully looking 
for possible danger, threats, problems, etc. ■ There were doz¬ 
ens of police officers standing/keeping guard along the pa¬ 
rade route. ■ Several soldiers were on guard [=watching and 
ready to respond if needed] at the gate. ■ The soldiers were 
on their guard. [=they were watching and ready to respond] • 
We need to be on guard against attack. [=we need to be alert 
so we are not attacked; we should be prepared to be at¬ 
tacked] ■ He always has/keeps his guard up [=is careful and 
alert] during negotiations. ■ She never lets down her guard = 
She never lets her guard down. [=she never relaxes and stops 
being careful and alert] 

2 a [count]: a person whose job or duty is to watch and pro¬ 
tect someone or something ■ There were several (armed) 
guards stationed at the gate. ■ (US) a prison guard [=someone 
who watches prisoners to prevent their escape] — see also 
security guard b [count] : a group of people (such as 
soldiers) who protect a person or place ■ the palace guard ■ 
Tourists gather every day to watch the changing of the guard 
at Buckingham Palace, c the Guards : soldiers who pro¬ 
tect a king or queen • the Royal Horse Guards — see also 
COLOR GUARD, HONOR GUARD, OLD GUARD, REARGUARD 

3 [count] a : something that keeps an unwanted result or 
effect from happening — often + against • The wound 
should be thoroughly cleaned as a guard against infection. 
— see also safeguard b : a special part or device that 
protects someone or something from injury or damage ■ The 
guard must be in place before operating the meat sheer. ■ a 
mouth/shin guard 

4 [count] a American football : either one of two players 
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who play in positions on either side of the center b basket¬ 
ball : either one of two players who usually play away from 
the basket and control their team’s play when they are trying 
to score points — see also point guard 
5 [count] Brit: conductor 2 

off guard : in an unprepared state : not ready ■ They’ve 
been bluffing, trying to keep him off guard. ■ Her angry re¬ 
sponse caught me off guard, [^surprised me] » We were 
thrown off guard [= surprised] by their early arrival. 
under guard: in the position of someone (such as a prison¬ 
er) who is being watched by a guard ■ He was arrested and 
placed under guard. [=he was arrested and watched care¬ 
fully so he would not escape] 

2 quard verb guards; guard-ed; guarding [+ obf] 

1 : to watch (someone) in order to prevent escape ■ Two po¬ 
licemen were assigned to guard the prisoner. 

2 : to protect (someone or something) from danger or attack 
■ soldiers guarding the president ■ A tank guarded the bridge 
from/against enemy attack. ■ A police officer was stationed 
outside to guard the door/entrance. 

3 : to be careful about not telling or talking about (some¬ 
thing, such as a secret) ■ They jealously guard their secrets. ■ 
He guards his privacy. ■ Her whereabouts are a tightly/close¬ 
ly guarded secret. 

4 sports : to try to keep (an opponent) from scoring (espe¬ 
cially in basketball) ■ He was assigned to guard their best 
player. 

guard against [phrasal verb] guard against (something) : to 
try to keep (something) from happening ■ Clean the wound 
to guard against infection. ■ That’s the sort of thinking we 
have to guard against. ■ We need to guard against waste, 
guard dog noun, pi ~ dogs [count] : a dog that is trained 
to protect a place : watchdog 
guarded /'ga^dad/ adj [more most —] : very careful 
about giving information, showing feeling, etc. ■ They’re be¬ 
ing very guarded about their plans. [=they are not saying 
much about their plansl ■ a guarded answer • guarded [cau¬ 
tious] optimism 

— guard-ed-ly adv ■ guardedly optimistic 
guard*house /'ga^d.haus/ noun, pi -hous-es [count] : a 

building for soldiers who are watching something (such as an 
entrance) 

guard-l-an /■ga^dijan/ noun, pi -ans [count] 

1 : someone or something that watches or protects some¬ 
thing — often + of • The historical society sees itself as the 
guardian of the town’s traditions. ■ a usage criticized by peo¬ 
ple who consider themselves guanfoms of proper English 

2 law : someone who takes care of another person or of an¬ 
other person’s property ■ After the death of her parents, her 
uncle was appointed as her legal guardian. 

— guard-i-an-ship /'ga^dijanjip/ noun [noncount] ■ their 
guardianship of the town’s traditions ■ The court granted 
guardianship to her uncle. 

guardian angel noun, pi ~ -gels [count] 

1 : an angel believed to watch and protect someone 

2 : a helpful or protective person » He has become a guard¬ 
ian angel for struggling young artists. 

guard-rail /'gazrd^reil/ noun, pi -rails [count] 

1 US : a strong metal bar along the side of a road that pre¬ 
vents vehicles from driving off the road — called also (Brit) 
crash barrier 

2 : a strong bar or fence that prevents people from falling off 
a deck, bridge, etc. 

guards-man /'ga&dzman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] 

1 : a U.S. soldier in the National Guard or the Coast Guard ■ 
Guardsmen were deployed to the region. 

2 : a British soldier in the Guards 

guard’s van noun, pi ~ vans [count] Brit : caboose 
gua-va /'gwa:va/ noun, pi -vas 

1 [count, noncount] : the sweet yellow fruit of a tropical 
American tree 

2 [count] : a tree that produces guavas 
gu-ber-na-to-ri-al Aguibama^orijal/ adi : of or relating to 

the governor of a U.S. state or to the position of governor ■ a 
gubernatorial candidate ■ the gubernatorial campaign/elec¬ 
tion 

guer-ril-la also gue-ril-la /ga'rila/ noun, pi -las [count] : a 
member of a usually small group of soldiers who do not be¬ 
long to a regular army and who fight in a war as an indepen¬ 
dent unit ■ The guerrillas controlled half the country. — of¬ 
ten used before another noun ■ guerrilla warfare/raids/ 
attacks 


1 guess /'gcs/ verb guess-es; guessed; guess-lng 

1 a : to form an opinion or give an answer about something 
when you do not know much or anything about it [+ obj] 
Can you guess how many people were there? ■ He guessed 
that it would rain today. ■ It was colder and windier than I 
had guessed it would be. • She can only guess what he meant. 
■ I’m guessing that she won’t come. [=1 don’t think she’ll 
come] ■ I never would have guessed [=1 am very surprised] 
that you could be so selfish, [no obf] I had to choose one, 
and I guessed right/wrong. ■ If you can’t think of an answer, 
guess. ■ “I just heard why he left her.” “Let me guess — 
another woman." ■ As you might have guessed, her parents 
are not happy about her decision. ■ We can only guess at 
what really happened. Guess is used in phrases like guess 
what or guess who as an informal way of indicating that you 
have surprising news. • “ Guess whatl" “What?” “I bought a 
new car." • " Guess who I saw yesterday!” “Who?” “My old 
boyfriend from high school.” ■ Guess where I’m going on my 
vacation! ■ You’ll never guess what happened to me today. 
[=you will be surprised by what happened to me today] b [+ 
obf]: to guess (something) correctly : to make a correct con¬ 
clusion about (someone or something) by chance ■ She 
guessed my age on her first try. ■ It took us a while to guess 
the answer to the riddle. The phrase you guessed It is used 
as an informal way of saying that what follows is just what 
you would expect. ■ We had lunch at Smith’s Cafe, which is 
owned by, you guessed it, John Smith. 

2 [+ obf] chiefly US, informal : to suppose or think (some¬ 
thing) — usually used following the pronoun I • I guess 
you’re right. • I guess this means that we can’t go. ■ What 
saved her, / guess [=1 imagine], was her quick wit. ■ I guess 
you could say that it was all his fault. In responding to a 
question, the phrase / guess (so) is used as an informal way 
of agreeing or saying “yes” when you are not certain or not 
very excited or interested. ■ “Are you hungry?” “/ guess." • 
“This one looks better, doesn’t it?” 7 guess so." The 
phrase / guess not is used as an informal way of agreeing 
with a negative statement or of saying “no.” ■ “That wasn’t a 
very smart thing to do, was it?” 7 guess not." — see also 
SECOND-GUESS 

keep (someone) guessing or chiefly US leave (someone) 
guessing : to make it impossible for someone to know 
what will happen next ■ The many twists and turns in the 
plot will keep readers guessing until the last page. ■ He likes 
to leave us guessing about his plans. 

— guess-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a lucky gue&ser 
2 quess noun, pi guesses [count] : an attempt to give an 

opinion or answer about something when you do not know 
much about it or are not sure about it ■ I’m not sure how old 
he is, but I’m willing to hazard/venture a guess. ■ My guess is 
that he’ll change his story when he realizes how much trou¬ 
ble he’s in. ■ There might be about 20 people there, but that’s 
just a (rough) guess. ■ If you don’t know the answer, make a 
guess = (US) If you don’t know the answer, take a guess = 
(chiefly Brit) If you don’t know the answer, have a guess. ■ 
“How many people will be there?” “I don’t know. Your 
guess Is as good as mine." [=1 don’t know any more than 
you do] ■ "I have no idea how many peanuts are in the jar." 
“Take a wild guess” [=a guess based on no knowledge or in¬ 
formation] *$■ An educated/informed guess is a guess that is 
probably close to being correct because it is based on some 
amount of knowledge. ■ Forecasters will be making an edu¬ 
cated guess about the demand for electricity this summer. 
anybody’s/anyone’s guess Something that is anybody's! 
anyone’s guess is something that is very uncertain or that 
no one knows. ■ What causes these changes is anybody ’s 
guess. [=no one knows what causes these changes] ■ It’s 
anyone’s guess what his next book will be about, 
guessing game noun, pi ~ games [count] : a game in 
which the player has to correctly guess the answer — often 
used figuratively - Making a diagnosis in such cases can be a 
real guessing game. ■ Reporters continue to play a guessing 
game as they wait to hear her final decision. [=they continue 
to guess about what her final decision will be] 
guess-ti-mate /'gesta.meit/ verb -mates; -mat-ed; -mat¬ 
ing [+ obf] informal : to make a quick estimate of (some¬ 
thing) ■ He used a simple formula to guesstimate the amount 
of material he would need for the job. 

— guess-ti-mate /'gestamat/ noun, pi -mates [count] ■ He 
made a guesstimate of how much material he needed. 

guess-work /■geSiWa'k/ noun [noncount] ; the act or pro¬ 
cess of finding an answer by guessing ■ This book takes the 
guesswork out of buying a home. [=it gives you the informa- 
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tion you need so that you can be sure about what to do] ■ 
Calculating the drug’s long-term effects is pure guesswork . 
guest /'gcst/ noun, pi guests [count] 

1 : a person who is invited to visit or stay in someone’s home 

■ Our guests should be arriving soon. ■ a dinner/party guest • 
an overnight guest 

2 : a person who is invited to a place or an event as a special 
honor ■ Only invited guests are allowed inside the banquet 
hall. ■ He played at the country club as a guest of one of the 
members. ■ She will be the guest of honor [=the person who 
is being specially honored] at the annual banquet. ■ He was 
the guest speaker [=a person invited to a gathering to give a 
speech] at the awards ceremony. ■ The guest list [=the list of 
people who are being invited] for the party is getting long. 

3 : a customer at a hotel, restaurant, etc. ■ Our guests receive 
the finest quality service. ■ Frequent guests receive a dis¬ 
count. ■ Paying guests [=guests who have paid to stay in or 
use something] may use the fitness room. 

4 : a usually well-known person who is invited to appear or 
perform on a program, at an event, etc. ■ They frequently ap¬ 
peared as guests on TV talk shows. ■ a celebrity guest — often 
used before another noun ■ a guest star • He made several 
guest appearances/shots on the series. 

be my guest — used in speech to say that someone is wel¬ 
come to do or take something ■ “Could 1 borrow your 
pen?” “Sure, be my guest .” 

guest book noun, pi ~ books [count] : a book of blank 
pages in which guests at an event (such as a wedding or fu¬ 
neral) or a place (such as an art gallery) sign their names 
guest-house /‘gest,haus/ noun, pi -hous-es [count] 

1 chiefly US : a building that is separate from the main house 
of a property and that is used for guests ■ The estate includes 
a small guesthouse. 

2 chiefly Brit : a small hotel; also : a private house that ac¬ 
cepts paying guests 

guest room noun, pi — rooms [count] : a bedroom for 
guests — called also guest bedroom 
guest worker noun, pi ~ -kers [count ]: a person from one 
country who lives and works for a time in another country 
guff /'gAf/ noun [noncount] informal 

1 : foolish nonsense • His latest book has a lot of guff about 
conspiracies of one kind or another. 

2 chiefly US : annoying or playful criticism ■ His friends have 
given him a lot of guff about his hair. ■ She doesn’t take guff 
from anybody. 

guf-faw /ga'fcu/ verb -taws; -tawed; -faw-ing [no obj] : to 
laugh loudly ■ The reporters were guffawing at all his jokes. 

— guffaw noun, pi -faws [count] ■ Her remark sparked guf¬ 
faws around the room. ■ He let out a loud guffaw. 

GUI abbr graphical user interface 
gu id-anee /'gaidns/ noun [noncount] 

1 : help or advice that tells you what to do : the act or pro¬ 
cess of guiding someone or something ■ 1 couldn’t have done 
it without her guidance. ■ We need more guidance on how to 
handle these unusual cases. ■ expert guidance ■ moral/spiri¬ 
tual guidance 

2 : the process of controlling the flight of something (such as 
a missile) ■ There are problems with the missile’s guidance 
(system). 

guidance counselor noun, pi ~ -lors [count] US : a per¬ 
son who gives help and advice to students about educational 
and personal decisions 
1 guide /'gaid/ noun, pi guides [count] 

1 a : a person who leads or directs other people on a journey 

■ We hired a guide for our trip to the mountains. ■ a river 
guide b : a person who shows and explains the interesting 
things in a place ■ a museum guide ■ a tour guide 

2 : a person who helps to direct another person’s behavior, 
life, career, etc. • He was my friend and my guide in the early 
years of my career. 

3 : something that helps to direct a person’s actions, 
thoughts, etc. ■ They used the stars as a guide to find their 
way back. ■ If past experience is any guide , we’re in for a long 
and difficult project. ■ Let your conscience be your guide. 
[=do what your conscience says is right] 

4 : a book, magazine, etc., that provides information about a 
particular subject ■ a street guide • The book is intended to 
be a guide for new parents. ■ a dining/restaurant guide — of¬ 
ten + to ■ a guide to teenage slang ■ I bought him a guide to 
Poland. — see also field guide 

5 Guide Brit : girl guide 


2 quid e verb guides; guid-ed; guid-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to direct or lead (someone) • She guided them outside. ■ 
He guided us around the city. — often + through or to ■ Staff 
members are available to guide visitors through the exhibits. ■ 
We were guided to our seats by an usher. ■ You’ll need an ex¬ 
perienced lawyer to guide you through the legal system. 

2 a : to direct or control the path or course of (something) • 
He claims that there were unknown forces guiding the out¬ 
come of the election. • He carefully guided the ship into the 
harbor. ■ She guided her team to victory, b : to direct or in¬ 
fluence the thoughts or behavior of (someone) • Let your 
conscience guide you. • Her example helped to guide me to¬ 
ward a career in medicine. ■ In his work, he has always been 
guided by a desire to help other people. ■ programs to help 
guide teenagers away from drug use ■ She had a guiding in¬ 
fluence on my decision. ■ His guiding principle when he built 
his house was that bigger was better. 

guide-book /*gaid,buk/ noun, pi -books [count] : a book 
of information for travelers 

guided adj \ led by a guide ■ a guided tour of the factory 
guided missile noun, pi — -siles [count] : a missile whose 
course may be changed during flight 
guide dog noun, pi ~ dogs [count] : a dog that is specially 
trained to lead and help blind people 
guide-line /'gaidjam/ noun, pi -lines [count] : a rule or in¬ 
struction that shows or tells how something should be done 

— usually plural ■ The government has issued new guidelines 
for following a healthy and balanced diet. ■ calling for strict¬ 
er guidelines ■ Here are some basic guidelines for helping you 
choose a dishwasher. 

guide-post /'gaid,poust/ noun, pi -posts [count] chiefly US 
: a post next to a trail or road that has a sign on it with direc¬ 
tions for travelers ■ The guidepost said that the camp was to 
the left. — often used figuratively • There are few guideposts 
to help young parents. ■ guideposts for raising children 
guide word noun, pi ~ words [count] : either one of the 
words that are at the top of a page in a dictionary or similar 
book and that show the first and last words on the page 
guild /'gild/ noun, pi guilds [count] : an organized group of 
people who have joined together because they share the 
same job or interest ■ the local artists’ guild, especially : an 
association of people who made or sold goods in the Middle 
Ages 

guil-der /'gikW noun, pi -ders [count] : a basic unit of 
money that was formerly used in the Netherlands; also : a 
coin or bill representing one guilder — called also gulden 
guile /'gajol/ noun [noncount] : the use of clever and usually 
dishonest methods to achieve something • When they 
couldn’t win by honest means, they resorted to guile. [= du¬ 
plicity] 

guile-less /'gajollas/ adj [more most ~] : very innocent 
: naive ■ a guileless person/smile 
1 guil-IO-tine /'gil3,tr.n/ noun, pi -tines [count] : a machine 
with a heavy blade that was used in the past to cut off the 
heads of people who had been sentenced to death 
2 guillotine verb -tines; -tined; -tin-ing [+ obj] : to cut off 
the head of (someone) with a machine that drops a heavy 
blade on the person’s neck : to kill (someone) with a guillo¬ 
tine — usually used as (be) guillotined ■ people guillotined 
during the French Revolution 
guilt /'gilt/ noun, pi guilts 

1 [noncount] : responsibility for a crime or for doing some¬ 
thing bad or wrong ■ The jury determines the defendant’s 
guilt or innocence. • an admission of guilt • His guilt in the 
matter was indisputable. • It was clear that the guilt lay with 
him. — opposite innocence 

2 : a bad feeling caused by knowing or thinking that you 
have done something bad or wrong [noncount] I was over¬ 
whelmed by feelings of guilt. [=shame] ■ a strong sense of 
guilt ■ She feels guilt over something that happened before 
she was bom! ■ guilt- ridden people [^people who feel a lot of 
guilt] [count] our secret guilts and insecurities 

— guilt-less /'giltlas/ adj [more most ~] ■ He’s not entire¬ 
ly to blame, but he’s not guiltless [-innocent], either. ■ a 
guiltless pleasure [=a pleasure that does not make you feel 
guilty] 

guilt trip noun, pi trips [count] infonnal : a feeling of 
guilt that you get when someone suggests that you have done 
something wrong or that you are not doing something that 
you should ■ “I guess you’re just too busy to call.” “I don’t 
need the guilt trip. Mom. If you want me to call more often. 
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just say so." ■ The speaker laid/put a (big) guilt trip on us 
[=tried to make us feel bad or sorry] by describing in detail 
how much waste the average American generates. 
guilty /'gilti/ am guiltier; -est [also more —; most ~] 

1 : responsible for committing a crime or doing something 
bad or wrong ■ Do you think he’s innocent or guilty ? ■ Will 
the defendant plead guilty or not guilty ? • Police have not 
been able to identify the guilty party. [=the person who com¬ 
mitted the crime] ■ The state will prove that the defendants 
are guilty as charged. [=that they committed the crime they 
are accused of committing] ■ ( informal ) They’re (as) guilty as 
sin. [=completely/very guilty] — often + of • The jury found 
her guilty of manslaughter. ■ The only thing I’m guilty of is 
bad taste. — sometimes used informally in a joking way ■ 
“Did you plan this party?” “ Guilty as charged .” [=yes, I did] 

— opposite INNOCENT 

2 a : showing that you know you have done something bad 
or wrong ■ The children exchanged guilty looks. • He was act¬ 
ing like someone with a guilty conscience, b : feeling bad 
because you have done something bad or wrong or because 
you believe you have done something bad or wrong ■ There’s 
no need to feel guilty about it. ■ Chocolate is one of my guilty 
pleasures. [=something that I enjoy even though eating it 
causes feelings of guilt] 

— guiIt-i-ly /'giltali/ adv ■ She hung her head guiltily. 
guirvea /'gini/ noun, pi -eas [count] : an old British coin 

worth 21 shillings 

guinea fowl noun, pi ~ fowl or ~ fowls [count] : a gray- 
and-white spotted bird that is commonly raised for food 
guinea hen noun, pi ~ hens [count] : a female guinea fowl 
guinea pig noun, pi ~ pigs [count] 

1 : a small animal that is often kept as a pet — see picture at 
RODENT 

2 : a person or thing used for testing something • He volun¬ 
teered to act as a guinea pig in the experiment. 

guise /'gaiz/ noun, pi guis-es 

1 [count] : one of several or many different ways in which 
something is seen, experienced, or produced ■ They serve the 
same basic dish in various guises. [=forms] 

2 [singular] : a way of seeming or looking that is not true or 
real • She swindles people under the guise of friendship. [=by 
pretending to be their friend] • a story about a demon in the 
guise of an angel [=a demon disguised as an angel; a demon 
made to look like an angel] 

gui-tar /gi'toa-/ noun, pi -tars [count] : a musical instrument 
that is held against the front of your body and that has usual¬ 
ly six strings which are played with your fingers or with a 
pick ■ an acoustic/electric guitar "I’m learning to play the 
guitar. = (US) I’m learning to play guitar. ■ a guitar player 

— see picture at stringed instrument 

— guMardst /gi'tanst/ noun, pi -ists [count] ■ She’s a very 
talented guitarist. 

gulch /'gAltf/ noun.pl gulch>es [count] chiefly US : a small, 
narrow valley with steep sides : ravine 
gul'den /'guildan/ noun, pi gubdens or gulden [count] 

: GUILDER 

gulf /■gAlf/ noun, pi gulfs [count] 

1 : a large area of ocean that is partly surrounded by land — 
often used in proper names • the Gulf of Mexico ■ the Persian 
Gulf — often used before another noun ■ They have a home 
on the Gulf Coast. [=the coast of the Gulf of Mexico] • the 
(Persian) Gulf region • the Gulf states [=the U.S. states next to 
the Gulf of Mexico or the countries next to the Persian Gulf] 

2 : a difference between two people, groups, or things — of¬ 
ten + between • The report examines the (widening) gulf 
(-gap, divide] between the state’s rich and poor schools. • The 
program is intended to help bridge the gulf between younger 
and older generations. 

Gulf War syndrome noun [noncount] : a group of medi¬ 
cal problems experienced by people who fought in the war 
in the Persian Gulf in 1991 

’gull /'gAl/ noun, pi gulls [count] : a large, common, usually 
gray and white bird that lives near the ocean : SEAGULL 
z gull verb gulls; gulled; gulldng [+ obj] old-fashioned : to 
fool or trick (someone) • I was gulled [-deceived] by their 
false promises of easy money. 

guMet /'gAlat/ noun, pi -lets [count] : the tube that leads 
from the mouth through the throat to the stomach : esoph¬ 
agus ■ the fish’s gullet 

gull-ible /'gAlabgl/ adj [more most —] : easily fooled or 


cheated; especially : quick to believe something that is not 
true • I’m not gullible enough to believe something that out¬ 
rageous. ■ They sell overpriced souvenirs to gullible tourists. 

— g ull-ibil-i-ty /.gAb'bilati/ noun [noncount] — gult-ibly 
/'gAlabli/ adv 

guMy also guMey /‘gAli/ noun, pi -lies also -leys [count] : a 
long, narrow cut or low area in the ground that water moves 
through when it rains 

gulp /'gAlp/ verb gulps; gulped; gulpdng 

1 [+ obj] : to eat or swallow (something) quickly or in large 
amounts • She told him not to gulp his food. — often + down 
■ Don’t gulp down your dinner like that. ■ They gulped down a 
couple of beers and left. 

2 : to take (air) into your lungs quickly [+ obj] The exhaust¬ 
ed racers lay on the ground, gulping air. [no obj] The ex¬ 
hausted racers were gulping for air. 

3 : to swallow because of strong emotion (such as fear or 
shock) [no obj] I gulped nervously before beginning my 
speech. [+ obj] “That’s a lot of money,” she gulped. ■ He 
gulped back tears as he thanked the rescuers. 

— gulp noun, pi gulps [count] • He ate it in one gulp. ■ We 
gobbled up the cookies between gulps of coffee. • She took 
several gulps of air. — gulp*er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ cof¬ 
fee gulpers 

'gum /‘gAm/ noun,pi gums [count] : the flesh that surrounds 
the roots of your teeth — usually plural ■ The dentist said my 
gums are swollen/inflamed. — see picture at MOUTH 

— compare 3 gum 

2 gum verb gums; gummed; gum-ming [+ obj] US : to 
chew (something) with the gums because you do not have 
teeth ■ The baby gummed her food. — compare 4 gum 
3 gum noun, pi gums 

1 a [noncount] : chewing gum • a stick/piece of gum ■ a 
pack of gum — see also bubble gum b [count] Brit: gum- 
drop ■ fruit gums 

2 [count, noncount] : a sticky substance in some kinds of 
plants that is hard when it dries 

by gum informal + old-fashioned — used to show that you 
are surprised or determined ■ I looked it up, and by gum , 
she was right! • By gum, I really mean it this time! 

— compare 'gum 

4 gum verb gums; gummed; gumming 

gum up [phrasal verb] gum (something) up or gum up (some¬ 
thing) informal : to prevent (something) from working or 
flowing properly ■ Don’t use that paper with the copier; 
you’ll gum it up. ■ The highway construction has really 
gummed up traffic. ■ The bearings are all gummed up 
[~clogged up] with mud. — often used in phrase gum up 
the works • Some dirt got inside the gears and gummed up 
the works. ■ The new regulations have really gummed up the 
works in the office. 

— compare 2 GUM 

gum-bO/'gAmboo/woM/i, pi -bos [count, noncount]: a thick 
soup made in the southern U.S. with meat or seafood and 
usually okra • a bowl of real Cajun gumbo — sometimes 
used figuratively ■ a cultural gumbo [=a mixture of cultures] 
gum*drop /'gAn^draip/ noun, pi -drops [count] US : a 
sweet, chewy candy — called also (Brit) gum 
gum-my /'gAmi/ adj gum*mi*er; -est [also more most 
—] : made of, containing, or covered with gum or a sticky or 
chewy substance ■ gummy candy • How did you get your 
hands so gummy ? ■ a gummy [-sticky] substance 

— gum.mi*ness noun [noncount] 

gumption /'gAmpJan/ noun [noncount] informal : courage 
and confidence ■ It took a lot of gumption to speak up for 
yourself like that. 

gunvshoe /'gAmJu:/ noun.pl -shoes [count] US, informal 
+ old-fashioned : a person whose job is to find information 
about someone or something : a private detective — used es¬ 
pecially to imitate the language of old detective novels ■ The 
movie’s main character is a hard-boiled gumshoe. 
gum tree noun 

up a gum tree Brit, informal : in a very difficult situation 
that you cannot get out of ■ If they don’t deliver the parts 
we need, we ll really be up a gum treel [=up the creek] 

1 gun /'gAn/ noun , pi guns [count] 

1 : a weapon that shoots bullets or shells ■ big/heavy guns • 
He pulled/drew a gun on us. [=he took out a gun and pointed 
it at us] ■ a loaded gun [=a gun that has bullets in it] ■ fire/ 
shoot a gun ■ carry a gun ■ a gun battle between gang mem¬ 
bers and the police ■ She claimed that the gun went off acci- 
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dentally. ■ a toy gun — see also air gun, bb gun, hand¬ 
gun, MACHINE GUN, SHOTGUN, STUN GUN, SUBMACHINE 
GUN 

2 : STARTING GUN 

3 : a tool or device that looks like a gun ■ a grease/spray/ra¬ 
dar gun 

- see also big gun, hired gun, smoking gun, top gun, 

WATER GUN, YOUNG GUN 

go great guns informal : to do something or proceed in a 
very quick, effective, and successful way ■ TTie new pro¬ 
gram has been going great guns since it began last spring. 
hold/put a gun to someone’s head : to force someone to 
do something by using threats ■ You don’t have to go if you 
don’t want to. No one’s holding a gun to your head, 
jump the gun informal: to start or do something too soon ■ 
Several racers jumped the gun. [^started to race before the 
starting gun was fired] ■ The newspaper jumped the gun 
[=acted too soon] and announced the wrong candidate as 
winner of the election. 

stick to your guns : to continue to have a particular opin¬ 
ion, plan, etc., when other people criticize you and say that 
you are wrong ■ Despite criticism from the press, the gov¬ 
ernor is sticking to her guns on this issue. 
under the gun chiefly US : in a situation in which you are 
getting a lot of criticism or pressure or in which you have 
only a short amount of time to do something ■ We were un¬ 
der the gun to finish the project on time. ■ Those responsi¬ 
ble for the error suddenly found themselves under the gun. 
with (all/both) guns blazing : while firing guns ■ They 
stepped out from behind the building with guns blazing. — 
often used figuratively • The team came out with all guns 
blazing in the second half. [=the team was playing very 
forcefully and welll 

2 gun verb guns; gunned; gun-ning [+ obj] informal 

1 US : to cause (a car or a car’s engine) to go very fast by 
pressing the accelerator • She let the car coast down the hill, 
then gunned it. • He gunned the engine. 

2 US : to throw (something) very hard ■ The shortstop 
gunned the ball to first base. 

gun down \phrasal verb] gun down (someone) or gun (some¬ 
one) down : to shoot (someone) with a gun ■ He was 
gunned down in the street. 

gun for \phrasal verb] 1 gun for (something) : to try to get 
or achieve (something) in a very determined way • The 
team is gunning for its third straight championship this, 
year. ■ That guy is gunning for my job. 2 gun for (some¬ 
one) : to try to hurt or defeat (someone) ■ Her political en¬ 
emies will be gunning for her if she runs for reelection, 
gun-boat / , gAn,bout/ noun, pi -boats [count] : a small ship 
with guns 

gunboat diplomacy : the threat to use military force 
against a country as a way of forcing the country to do 
something 

gun control noun [noncount] : laws that control how guns 
are sold and used and who can own them 
gun dog noun, pi ^ dogs [count] Brit : bird dog 
gun-fight /'gAn,fait/ noun, pi -fights [count] : a fight in 
which people shoot guns at each other ■ There was a gunfight 
between the rival gangs. 


- gun-fight-er /'gAn^aiW noun, pi -ers [count] 
gun-fire /'gA^faja 1 / noun [noncount] : the firing of guns ■ We 

heard gunfire in the distance. ■ There was (an exchange of) 
gunfire between the gangs. [=they shot guns at each otherl 
gunge/'gAnc noun [noncount] Brit, informal: ‘gunk - The 
old windows were covered in gunge. 

- gun-gy /'gAncfei/ adj gun-gf-er; -est 

gung ho /'gAtj'hou/ adj [more most ~] sometimes disap¬ 
proving : extremely excited and enthusiastic about doing 
something ■ We were really gung ho about joining the team. ■ 
gung ho recruits 

’gunk /'gAi]k/ noun [noncount] chiefly US, informal : material 
that is dirty, sticky, or greasy ■ The engine was all full of 
gunk. • I need to wipe this gunk off my hands. 

- gunky /'gArjki/ acfj gunk-i-er; -est ■ Your hands are all 
gunky \ ■ a gunky residue 

2 gunk verb gunks; gunked; gunk-ing 

gunk up [phrasal verb] gunk up (something) or gunk (some¬ 
thing) up US, informal : to cause (something) to be dirty, 
sticky, or greasy ■ Don’t gunk up your hair with a lot of 
styling products. ■ The mechanism gets gunked up if you 
don’t clean it regularly. 

gun-man /'gAnman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] : a per¬ 
son (especially a man) who uses a gun to shoot someone or 
to try to shoot someone ■ They were shot by an unknown 
gunman. 

gun moll noun,pi ~~ molls [count] chiefly US, old-fashioned 
: moll 

gun-ner /'g\nzd noun, pi -ners [count] 

1 : a soldier who operates a large gun 

2 Brit: a soldier in the British artillery 

gun-nery /'gAnari/ noun [noncount] : the use of large mili¬ 
tary guns or the study of how such guns can be used effec¬ 
tively — often used before another noun • gunnery practice • 
a gunnery range 

gun-ny-sack /'gAniiSEek/ noun, pi -sacks [count] US : a 
large bag made of rough, heavy cloth (such as burlap) 
gun-point /*gAn,point/ noun 
at gunpoint — used to describe a situation in which some¬ 
one is being threatened by a person with a gun ■ They 
forced us out of the car at gunpoint. ■ They were robbed/ 
held at gunpoint. 

gun-pow-der /'gAn^ud^ noun [noncount] : a dry explo¬ 
sive substance that is used in guns and to break open sec¬ 
tions of rock or earth for mining, building roads, etc. 
gun-Ship /'gAnJip/ noun, pi -ships [count] : a military air¬ 
craft with rockets and machine guns ■ a helicopter gunship 
gun-shot /'gAnJcr.t/ noun, pi -shots 

1 : bullets fired from a gun [noncount] death/murder by 
gunshot [count] He was killed by a gunshot to the head. — 
often used before another noun ■ gunshot wounds/victims 

2 [count] : the firing of a gun ■ We heard several gunshots. 

3 [noncount]: the distance that a bullet fired from a gun can 
travel — usually used in the phrase within gunshot ■ The tar¬ 
get was within gunshot (range). 

gun-sling-er /'gAn^lina 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : someone 
(such as a character in a story, movie, or television show) 
who is known for being able to handle and shoot a gun ex¬ 
tremely well • a gunslinger in the Wild West 
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gun*smith /'gAii.smlO/ noun, pi -smiths [count] : a person 
who designs, makes, or repairs guns 
gun*wale /'gAnl/ noun, pi -wales [count] : the upper edge 
of a ship’s or boat’s side — see picture at boat 
to the gunwales informal + old-fashioned : as full as possi¬ 
ble ■ The car was loaded to the gunwales with gifts. 
gup»py /'g/vpi/ noun, pi -pies [count] : a small tropical fish 
gur-gle /'ga^gal/ verb gur-gles; gur-gled; gur-gling [no 
obj ] 



gurney 


1 : to make the quiet sound of water moving over rocks, 
through a pipe, etc. ■ Nearby a stream was gurgling. [= bur¬ 
bling, bubbling] • The water gurgled through the pipes. 

2 : to make a sound like a liquid boiling or bubbling ■ I was 
so hungry that you could hear my stomach gurgling. 

3 of a baby : to make happy and quiet sounds ■ The baby 
gurgjed contentedly. 

— gurgle noun, pi gurgles [noncount] the gurgle of run¬ 
ning water [count] You could hear the creaks and gurgles 
of the pipes. ■ the gurgles of the baby 

gur-ney /'gani/ noun, pi 
-neys [count] US : a bed on 
a frame with wheels that is 
used for moving people who 
are sick or injured ■ a hospi¬ 
tal gurney 

gu-ru /'guru/ noun, pi -rus 
[count] 

1 : a religious teacher and 
spiritual guide in Hinduism 

2 a : a teacher or guide that you trust • He has been a guru to 
many young writers, b : a person who has a lot of experi¬ 
ence in or knowledge about a particular subject ■ She’s a self- 
proclaimed financial guru. ■ Fitness gurus call it the hottest 
new exercise trend of the year. 

'gush /'gA M verb gush-es; gushed; gush-ing 

1 a [no obj] : to flow out very quickly and in large amounts ■ 
Oil gushed from the well. ■ Blood gushed from the wound, b 
[+ obj] : to produce a large amount of (a quickly flowing liq¬ 
uid) ■ The well gushed oil. 

2 often disapproving a [no obj] : to speak in an extremely 
enthusiastic way ■ I’m tired of hearing her gush about her 
boyfriend. ■ Everyone has been gushing over/about the baby, 
b [+ obj] : to say (something) in an extremely enthusiastic 
way ■ "Oh, your baby is so cute!" they gushed. 

2 gush noun, pi gushes [count] : a sudden outward flow of a 
large amount of liquid ■ A gush of oil came out of the well. 

— sometimes used figuratively ■ a sudden gush of emotion 

gush-er noun, pi -ers [count] : someone or some¬ 

thing that gushes; especially : an oil well that produces a 
large and forceful flow of oil 

gushy /'gAjy adj gush-i-er; -est [also more most ~] in¬ 
formal + usually disapproving : very emotional or enthusias¬ 
tic ■ gushy praise 


guS'Set /'gAsat/ noun, pi -sets [count] : a piece of cloth usu¬ 
ally in the shape of a triangle that is sewn into something 
(such as the underneath part of a sleeve) to make it wider or 
stronger 

gus-sy /'gAsi/ verb gus-sies; gus-sied; gus-sy-ing 
gussy up [phrasal verb] gussy (someone or something) up 
or gussy up (someone or something) US, informal 1 : to 
put fancy clothes, jewelry, etc., on (someone) — usually 
used as (be) gussied up ■ She was all gussied up [=dressed up] 
for the party. 2 : to make (something) more attractive, 
impressive, or fancy ■ The streets were gussied up with 
lights and garlands for the festival. ■ I made a basic tomato 
soup and then added fresh herbs to gussy it up. 

1 gust /'gAst/ noun, pi gusts [count] : a sudden strong wind ■ 
His hat was blown off by a sudden gust (of wind). ■ Today’s 
weather will be windy, with gusts of up to 40 miles per hour. 

— often used figuratively ■ gusts of laughter ■ a gust of emo¬ 
tion 

— gusM-ness /'gAstinas/ noun [noncount] ■ the gustiness of 
the winds — gusty /‘gASti/ adj gust-i-er; -est ■ a gusty 
day • gusty winds 

2 gust verb gusts; gust-ed; gust-ing [no obj] of wind : to 
blow strongly for a short time : to blow in gusts ■ The fore¬ 
cast calls for winds gusling up to 40 miles per hour, 
gus-ta-to-ry /'gAsta.tori, Brit 'gAstatri/ adj, formal : relating 
to taste or the sense of taste ■ gustatory pleasures/delights 
gilS'tO /'gAStou/ noun [noncount] : great enjoyment, energy. 


and enthusiasm — usually used in the phrase with gusto ■ 
She ate her dinner with gusto. ■ He played the role of the vil¬ 
lain with gusto. 

1 gilt /'gAt/ noun, pi guts 

1 guts [plural] a : the internal organs of an animal ■ the 
guts of the fish ■ fish guts 1= entrails ] b informal : the inside 
parts of something ■ the guts of a machine C informal : the 
most important parts of something ■ the gut's of a business 
deal 

2 guts [plural] informal : courage ■ That decision took a 
lot of guts. ■ I didn’t have the guts to do it. The expression 
no guts, no glory is sometimes used in informal U.S. English 
to mean that if you do not have courage, you will never 
achieve success and fame. 

3 [count] informal — used to talk about feelings, ideas, etc., 
that come from your emotions and from what seems true or 
right rather than from logic or reason • She knew in her gut 
that he was lying. ■ He knew he had to trust his gut [in¬ 
stincts] and do what felt right. ■ What does your gut tell you 
to do? 

4 [count] informal : a person’s stomach or the part of the 
body that contains the stomach : belly • Her cruel remark 
was like a kick in the gut. • He has a big gut. 

5 [count] : intestine ■ a problem affecting the gut 

6 [noncount] : catgut ■ a violin with gut strings 

blood and guts : violent acts or images ■ a movie with lots 
of blood and guts 

bust a gut also bust your gut informal 1 : to work or try 
extremely hard ■ We’re going to have to bust a gut to finish 
this project on time. 2 US : to laugh in an uncontrolled 
way ■ I thought I’d bust a gut (laughing) when you showed 
up in that silly outfit. 

hate someone’s guts informal: to hate or dislike someone 
very much ■ That guy really hates my guts, 
spill your guts informal: to tell your secrets or private feel¬ 
ings to another person ■ What makes some people want to 
spill their guts on national television? 

2 gut adj, always used before a noun 

1 : relating to or based on emotions : not based on logic or 
reason ■ a gut feeling/reaction ■ gut instinct 

2 : affecting people’s emotions ■ gut issues 
3 gut verb guts; gut-ted; gut-ting [+ obj] 

1 : to remove the internal organs from (a fish or an animal) ■ 
The salmon is already gutted and filleted. 

2 a : to destroy the inside of (a structure) ■ Fire gutted the 
building. — often used as (be) gutted ■ The building was com¬ 
pletely gutted by fire, b : to destroy the power of (some¬ 
thing) : to make (something) no longer effective • Critics 
claim that these reforms will gut the law. 

gut-leSS /'gAtlas/ adi [more most ~] informal : lacking 
courage : cowardly ■ a gutless wimp 
gutsy /*gAtsi/ adj guts-i-er; -est [also more most —] in¬ 
formal 

1 : very tough or brave ■ the book’s gutsy heroine : showing 
courage ■ That was a very gutsy decision. 

2 : having a strong and appealing flavor ■ gutsy stews ■ a rich 
gutsy wine 

gutted adj, Brit, informal : very disappointed ■ “How did you 
feel when you didn’t win the championship?” “I was abso¬ 
lutely guttedl” 

1 gut-ter /'gAta>/ noun, pi -ters 

1 [count] a : a long, hollow device that is attached to the 
edges of a roof to catch rain and carry it away from a build¬ 
ing — see picture at house b : a low area at the side of a 
road that is used to catch water and carry it away from the 
road 

2 [count] : a long, narrow low section along the sides of a 
bowling lane 

3 the gutter a : the lowest or poorest conditions of human 
life ■ He squandered all his money and wound up in the gut¬ 
ter. [=a state of severe poverty] b US, informal — used to 
refer in usually a joking way to thoughts that relate to sex • 
Get your mind out of the gutter. [=stop thinking that every¬ 
thing relates to sex] 

2 gUtter adi, always used before a noun : of the worst kind : of¬ 
fensive or immoral • gutter language ■ gutter politics ■ (Brit) 
the gutter press [=newspapers that print shocking stories 
about the personal lives of people] 
gut-tur-al /'gAtaral/ adj ■ formed or pronounced in the 
throat ■ guttural sounds ■ a guttural grunt 
- gut-tur-al-ly adv 

gut—wrench-ing /'gAt.rcntfin/ adj [more most ] infor- 



guv ■ gypsy moth 
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mal: causing great mental or emotional pain • gut-wrenching 
decisions 

guv /'gAv/ noun, Brit, informal — used by a man to address 
another man (such as a customer) ■ “Where to, guvT asked 
the taxi driver. 

QUV /'gai/ noun, pi guys informal 

1 [count] : a man ■ He seems like a nice guy. ■ Who’s that guy 
she’s with? ■ It’s hard to tell the good guys [=the heroes] 
from the bad guys [=the villains] in this movie. — see also 
FALL GUY, LITTLE GUY, MR. NICE GUY, WISE GUY 

2 guys [plural] chiefly US — used to refer to two or more 
people ■ Quiet down, guys —I’m trying to get some sleep 
here! • You guys [=you both/all] should come visit us some¬ 
time. ■ Would you guys like anything else? 

guZ-Zle /'gAzal/ verb guz-zles; guz-zled; guz-zling 
/'gAzliq/ informal : to drink (something, such as beer or li¬ 
quor) quickly or in large amounts [+ obj] She spends her 
days smoking cigarettes and guzzling (down) coffee, [no obj ] 

Sip, don’t guzzle. — sometimes used figuratively ■ devices i 
that guzzle electricity ■ cars that guzzle gasoline -5- In British 
English, guzzle is used for both eating and drinking. 

— guz-zler /'gAzalay noun, pi -zlers [count] ■ beer guzzlers 2 
— see also gas-guzzler 

gym /'cfcim/ noun, pi gyms 

1 [count] : gymnasium, health club ■ He works out at 
the gym. ■ a membership at the gym = a gym membership 

2 [noncount] : sports and exercise taught as a subject in 3 
school : physical education ■ Students are required to 
take gym. — often used before another noun ■ gym class ■ 
gym shoes [=sneakers] — see also jungle gym 

gym-na-si-um /cfeim'neizijam/ noun, pi -ums [count] : a 
room or building that has equipment for sports activities or 
exercise 

gym-nast /'cfcim.raest/ noun, pi -nasts [count] : a person 
who performs various physical exercises on a mat or on spe¬ 
cial equipment as part of an athletic competition : a person 
who participates in the sport of gymnastics 

gym*naS«tiCS /cfcim'nEestiks/ noun 

gym 


1 [noncount] a : physical exercises for developing strength 
and balance • They limbered up by practicing some gymnas¬ 
tics on the mat. b : a sport in which athletes are judged on 
how well they perform various physical exercises on a mat 
or on special equipment ■ She won an Olympic gold medal in 
gymnastics. ■ He teaches gymnastics at the local high school. 

2 [plural] : an activity that requires unusual ability or effort ■ 
The singer’s vocal gymnastics are impressive. • It makes 
sense, but only after some complicated mental gymnastics. 

— gyrrwias-tic /cfeim'nEestik/ adj ■ gymnastic moves ■ a 
gymnastic exhibition 

gy-ne-col-o-gy (US) or chiefly Brit gy-nae-col-o-gy 

/(gains'kadacfei/ noun [noncount] medical : the scientific 
study of the reproductive system of women and its diseases 

— compare obstetrics 

- gy-ne-co-iog-i-cal (US) or chiefly Brit gy-nae-co-log- 
i«cal /(gainika'laicfeikal/ adj ■ a gynecological examination 
- gy-ne-col-o-gist (US) or chiefly Brit gy-nae-col-o- 
gist /^aina'kcufoc&ist/ noun, pi -gists [count] 

gyp /'cfcip/ noun [singular] chiefly US, informal : an act of 
tricking or cheating someone • Is that all they give you? 
What a gypl — compare 3 gyp 

gyp verb gyps; gypped; gyp.ping [+ obj] chiefly US, infor¬ 
mal : to cheat (someone) ■ You paid $100? You got/were 
gypped. [=you paid too much; you were cheated] — often + 
out of ■ They gypped [= cheated] us out 0 /hundreds of dollars. 
■ She got gypped out of a big promotion. 

gyp noun 

give (someone) gyp Brit, informal : to cause (someone) 
pain ■ My leg's been giving me gyp again. 

- compare ^yp 

gyp-SUm /'cfeipsam/ noun [noncount] : a white mineial that 
is used to make plaster of paris 
Gyp-Sy also Gip’Sy Afeipsi/ noun, pi -sies [count] : a mem¬ 
ber of a group of people who originally came from northern 
India and now live mostly in Asia, Europe, and North Amer¬ 
ica The Gypsy people are known for moving from place to 
place instead of living in one place for a long time, 
gypsy moth noun, pi ~ moths [count] : a type of moth 



stationary bike (US), exercise bike 


treadmill 


stair-climber 
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whose caterpillar does great damage to trees by eating the 
leaves 

gy»rate /'cfcai,reit, Brit cfeai'reit/ verb -rates; -rat*ed; -rat¬ 
ing [no obj ]: to move back and forth with a circular motion 
• They gyrated to the music. — sometimes used figuratively ■ 
The markets have been gyrating [: -fluctuating ] wildly. 

- gy*ra*tion /cfeai'reijan/ noun, pi -tions [count] their gy¬ 
rations on the dance floor ■ market gyrations [=fluctuations ] 
[noncount] the gyration of the dancers 

1 gy»ro /*cfcai,rou/ noun, pi -ros [count] : gyroscope 

— compare 2 gyro 

2 gy-ro /'ji:,rou/ noun, pi -ros [count] : a Greek food that con¬ 


sists of a pita wrapped around a filling of usually lamb, on¬ 
ion, tomato, and a yogurt sauce — compare 
‘gyro 

gy-ro-scope /'cfcair3,skoup/ noun, pi 
-scopes [count]: a wheel that spins quickly 
and is held in a frame that allows it to tilt in 
any direction ■'}* Gyroscopes are used in 
steering devices on ships, airplanes, etc., and 
in other instruments. Some gyroscopes are 
used as toys. 

- gy*ro*scop*ic /.cfcaira'skaipik/ adj • gy¬ 
roscopic instruments 



gyroscope 
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h or H /‘eitf/ noun, pi h’s or hs or H’s or Hs /‘eitfaz/ : the 
eighth letter of the English alphabet [count] The word 
“hand” begins with an h. [noncount] The word “hand” be¬ 
gins with h. 

ha /’ha:/ interj — used especially to express surprise or a feel¬ 
ing of pleasure that you have when you do something or find 
out about something ■ Ha\ And you thought I couldn’t do it! 

ha«be«as corpus /■heibijas^oa’pas/ noun [noncount] law 
: an order to bring a jailed person before a judge or court to 
find out if that person should really be in jail ■ apply for a 
writ of habeas corpus 

hab*er*dash*er /’hsebayigej'ay noun, pi -ers [count] old- 
fashioned 

1 US : a person who owns or works in a shop that sells men’s 
clothes 

2 Brit: a person who owns or works in a shop that sells small 
items (such as needles and thread) that are used to make 
clothes 

hab«er«dash-ery /'hgeba^dsejari/ noun, pi -er*ies 

1 [noncount] : goods sold by a haberdasher 

2 [count] : a haberdasher’s shop 

hab*it /'hsebat/ noun, pi -its 

1 : a usual way of behaving : something that a person does 
often in a regular and repeated way [count] It was his habit 
to take a nap after dinner every evening. * It’s important that 
parents teach their children good study/eating habits. • He 
fell/got into some bad habits after graduating from college. ■ 
It’s never easy to break/kick a bad habit. • Old habits die 
hard. [=it is hard to stop doing things that you have been do¬ 
ing for a long timel — often followed by of + -ing verb ■ He 
had a habit of coughing when he was nervous. ■ He has an an¬ 
noying/irritating habit of cracking his knuckles. ■ Things 
have a nasty habit of not turning out the way you expect them 
to. [=things often do not turn out the way you expect them 
to] [noncount] He still gets up early every day from habit. ■ 
She always closed the door softly out of habit. ■ He reached 
into his pocket for his keys by/from force of habit. [=he did it 
without thinking because it is what he usually does] ■ I’m a 
creature of habit. [=1 always do the same things in the same 
way] -O’- If you are in the habit of doing something, you do it 
often or usually. ■ I’m in the habit of reading before I go to 
bed. If you say that you are not in the habit of doing some¬ 
thing, you mean that you do not do it or that you do not usu¬ 
ally do it. ■ I’m not in the habit of getting involved in other 
people’s arguments. ■ I’m not in the habit of making predic¬ 
tions, but I don’t think there’s much doubt about who will 
win this election. To get in/into the habit of doing some¬ 
thing means to do something in a regular or repeated way so 
that it becomes a habit. ■ I had gotten into the habit of reading 
before going to bed. ■ She got in the habit of leaving her keys 
on the counter so she wouldn’t forget them. To fall/slip 
into the habit of doing something is to begin to do something 
in a regular way without realizing that you are doing it. • It’s 
easy to fall into the habit of not eating enough for breakfast. 

If you make a habit of doing something or make it a habit 
to do something, you do it often. ■ They have made a habit of 
criticizing each other whenever possible. ■ The team has 
made a habit of winning the crucial games. ■ Yes, you can 
leave work early today, but don’t make a habit of it. 

2 [count] : a strong need to use a drug, to smoke cigarettes. 


etc. ■ He hasn’t been able to kick his cocaine habit. ■ I used to 
have a three-pack-a-day cigarette habit. [=1 used to smoke 
three packs of cigarettes a day] 

3 [count] : a piece of clothing worn by members of a reli¬ 
gious group ■ a monk’s/nun’s habit 
hab-it-able /'hsebatabal/ adj ' suitable or fit to live in ■ The 
house is not habitable. 

hab-i-tat /'h£eb3,t£et/ noun, pi -tats [count] : the place or 
type of place where a plant or animal naturally or normally 
lives or grows ■ a creature’s natural habitat • tropical habitats 
hab-i-ta-tion Ahsba'teijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : the act of living in a place ■ The house was not 
fit for human habitation. 

2 [count] formal: a place where someone lives ■ a wilderness 
area with few habitations 

hab*it-form*ing /'hgeba^fo^mirj/ adj [more —; most —] 
: causing a strong need to regularly have something (such as 
a drug) or do something ■ Heroin is a habit-forming [= addic¬ 
tive] drug. • Eating chocolate can be habit-forming. 
ha-bit*u-al /ha'bitfawal/ adj 

1 : done regularly or repeatedly - He was fired for his habit¬ 
ual lateness. ■ habitual drug use ■ They went for their habitu¬ 
al evening walk. 

2 always used before a noun ; doing something regularly or 
repeatedly ■ She was a habitual liar. [=she always lied] ■ habit¬ 
ual criminals/offenders 

- ha«bit'U«aMy adv • He was habitually late. 
ha*bit*U*ate /h3'bitf3,weit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at»ing [+ 

obj] formal : to cause (a person or animal) to become famil¬ 
iar with and used to a particular place, situation, etc. — + to 

■ The dog slowly became habituated to its new home. = The 
dog slowly habituated itself to its new home. 

- ha-bit*u*a*tion /ha^itfa'weijan/ noun [noncount] 
ha*bi-tue /h3'bitf3,wei/ noun, pi -tu*6s [count] : a person 

who is often at a specified place ■ a habitue of bars ■ race¬ 
track habitues 

ha-ci*en-da /,ha:si*End3, Brit ,h£esi'End3/ noun, pi -das 
[count] : a large estate in a country where people speak Span¬ 
ish 

1 hack /'hsek/ verb hacks; hack*ed; hacking 

1 : to cut (something or someone) many times and usually in 
a rough and violent way. [+ obj] He hacked [= chopped] the 
tree down with an ax. = He hacked down the tree with an ax. 

■ The victim had been hacked to death. ■ The table had been 
hacked to pieces, [no obj] He hacked (away) at the tree with 
an ax. — see also HACK OFF (below) 

2 [+ obj] : to make (a path) by cutting plants ■ They used a 
machete to hack a path through the jungle. ■ They hacked 
their way through the jungle. 

3 [+ obj] informal : to manage or deal with (something) suc¬ 
cessfully — usually used in negative statements ■ He just 
couldn’t hack the new job. — often used in the phrase hack it 
• After two weeks at the new job, he decided that he just 
couldn’t hack it. 

4 [no obj] : to cough loudly ■ I could hear him hacking 
(away) all night long. ■ The patient has a hacking cough. [=a 
loud, dry cough] 

5 computers : to secretly get access to the files on a comput¬ 
er or network in order to get information, cause damage, 
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etc. [no obj ] — + into ■ She was trying to hack into the net¬ 
work. • Someone hacked into the company’s financial 
records. [+ obj] The Web site had been hacked, 
hack off [phrasal verb] 1 hack (something) off or hack off 
(something) : to cut (something) off in a rough and violent 
way • She used an ax to hack the dead branch off (the tree). 
2 hack (someone) off also hack off (someone) informal: to 
make (someone) angry and annoyed ■ It really hacks me off 
to see people treated so unfairly. — see also HACKED OFF 
2 hack noun, pi hacks [count] 

1 : the act of hitting something roughly with an ax, knife, 
etc. ■ He took a hack at the branch. 

2 baseball, informal : swing - He took a hack at a high fast¬ 
ball and popped it up. 

3 : a loud, dry cough ■ a smoker’s hack 

— compare 3 HACK 
3 hack noun, pi hacks [count] 

1 disapproving a : a writer who produces a large amount of 
work mainly to make money ■ a hack writer b : someone 
who does work that is not important or original ■ a political 
hack 

2 US, old-fashioned + informal: taxi; also : the driver of a 
taxi : CABDRIVER 

3 a : a horse that can be hired for use b : an old, worn-out 
horse 

— compare 2 HACK 

hacked Off adj [more most ~] informal : angry or irritat¬ 
ed ■ He was really hacked off when they lost the game. 
hack«er /'haska 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 computers : a person who secretly gets access to a comput¬ 
er system in order to get information, cause damage, etc. : a 
person who hacks into a computer system 

2 US, informal : a person who plays a sport badly • My 
friends and I have been playing golf for years, but we’re still 
just a bunch of hackers. ■ a tennis hacker 

hack*les /'haskalz/ noun [plural] : hairs along the neck and 
back of an animal — often used figuratively with raise or rise 
to describe something that makes people angry or annoyed ■ 
The court ruling is sure to raise some hackles, [=sure to up¬ 
set some people] ■ Their arrogant attitude is what really 
made my hackles rise. [=really made me angry] 
hack-neyed /'hasknid/ adj [more most ~] : not interest¬ 
ing, funny, etc., because of being used too often : not fresh 
or original ■ hackneyed phrases/jokes 
hack-saw /'haskjsa:/ noun, pi -saws [count] : a saw used 
for cutting metal — see picture at carpentry 
had past tense and past participle of have 
had-dock /'haedak/ noun, pi haddock [count, noncount] : a 
fish that lives in the Atlantic Ocean and that is often eaten as 
food — see color picture on page C8 
Ha-deS /'hei,di:z/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the home of the dead in Greek mythology 

2 or hades informal — used as a more polite way of saying 
“hell” • It’s hotter than hades today. 

hadn’t /'haednt/ — used as a contraction of had not • They 
hadn't arrived at the party yet. ■ Hadn't we better be going 
now? 

haemoglobin, haemophilia, haemophiliac, 
haemorrhage, haemorrhoid Brit spellings of hemo¬ 
globin, HEMOPHILIA, HEMOPHILIAC, HEMORRHAGE, 
HEMORRHOID 

hag /'haeg/ noun, pi hags [count] offensive : an ugly, evil, or 
unpleasant old woman 

hag-gard /'hasga-d/ adj [more most ~] : looking very thin 
and tired especially from great hunger, worry, or pain ■ She 
looked tired and haggard. ■ We were shocked by his haggard 
appearance. 

hag-gis /'haegas/ noun, pi -gis-es [count, noncount] : a 
Scottish dish made from the organs of a sheep that are 
chopped up, mixed with suet, onions, oatmeal, and season¬ 
ings, and boiled in the stomach of the sheep 
hag-gle /'haegal /verb hag-gles; hag-gled; hag-gling [no 
obj] : to talk or argue with someone especially in order to 
agree on a price • I dislike having to haggle (with a salesman) 
over/about the price of a new car. ■ She is good at haggling. 

— hag-gler /'hasgala f noun, pi hag-glers [count] • a skillful 
haggler 

ha-gi-og-ra-phy ^hasgi'cr.grafi/ noun, pi -phies disap¬ 
proving : a book about someone’s life that makes it seem bet¬ 
ter than it really is or was : a biography that praises someone 
too much [count] a hagiography about a famous politician 


[noncount] The book gives a good idea of his virtues without 
resorting to hagiography. 

ha ha or ha-ha /'hai'ha:/ interj — used to represent laugh¬ 
ter ■ “Ha ha\ That’s a good one!” he chuckled. — often used 
in an ironic way ■ Oh, ha ha. That’s very funny. [=that’s not 
really funny at all] 

hai-ku /'hai.ku/ noun, pi haiku also hai-kus : a Japanese 
form of poetry or a poem written in this form [noncount] a 
master of haiku [count] He has written many beautiful 
haiku. A haiku has three lines, with the first line contain¬ 
ing five syllables, the second line containing seven syllables, 
and the third line containing five syllables again. 

1 hail /'heil/ noun 

1 [noncount] : pieces of ice that fall from clouds like rain ■ 
Many cars were damaged by hail during the storm. 

2 [singular] : a large number of small hard objects (such as 
bullets or stones) flying or falling together • They were 
gunned down in a hail of bullets. ■ a hail of pellets — often 
used figuratively ■ The court’s decision was met with a hail of 
criticism. [=was strongly criticized by many people] 

2 hail verb hails; hail-ed; hail-ing [no obj] — used with it to 
say that hail is falling ■ It's hailing outside. [=hail is falling 
from the sky] — compare 3 HAIL 
3 hail verb halls; hailed; hailing [+obj] 

1 : to speak of or welcome (someone or something) with 
praise or enthusiasm ■ The town hailed him as a hero when 
he returned with the championship trophy. ■ His supporters 
have hailed [=strongly praised] his decision to run for reelec¬ 
tion. — often used as (be) hailed ■ She is being hailed [ac¬ 
claimed] for her generosity. ■ The new drug has been widely 
hailed as a great breakthrough. 

2 : to call out in order to stop or get the attention of (some¬ 
one or something) ■ We hailed the passing ship. • He hailed a 
taxi for me. — see also hailing distance 

hail from [phrasal verb] hail from (a place) : to have been 
bom or raised in (a place) : to come from (a place) ■ He 
hails from a small town in western Kansas. 

- compare 2 HAIL 

hailing distance noun [noncount] : the distance within 
which it is possible to hear someone who is calling out ■ They 
were within hailing distance of each other. 

Hail Mary /-'meri/ noun, pi ~ Marys [count] 

1 : a Roman Catholic prayer to the Virgin Mary 

2 American football : a long forward pass thrown into or 
close to the end zone as playing time runs out ■ He threw up 
a Hail Mary at the end of the first half. ■ a Hail Mary pass 

hail-stone /'heil,stoun/ noun, pi -stones [count] : a piece 
of hail 

hail-Storm /'heihstoam/ noun, pi -storms [count] : a storm 
that produces hail 
hair /'hea-/ noun, pi hairs 

1 a [count] : a thin threadlike growth from the skin of a per¬ 
son or animal ■ He plucked a hair from his arm. ■ There are 
dog/cat hairs all over my coat, b [noncount] : a covering or 
growth of hairs ■ The hair on her arms is blond. ■ He has a lot 
of hair on his chest. ■ facial/pubic hair C [noncount] : the 
covering of hairs on a person’s head ■ He got his hair cut last 
week. ■ Your hair looks nice. ■ She has long/black/straight 
hair. • He has a thick/full head of hair. ■ a balding man who is 
losing his hair ■ a lock/strand of hair ■ hair conditioners/curl¬ 
ers ■ a hair dryer ■ I’m having a bad hair day. [=my hair does 
not look nice today] 

2 [singular] informal : a very small distance or amount ■ He 
won the race by a hair. ■ He was a hair off on the count. 
hair of the dog (that bit you) informal: an alcoholic drink 

that is taken by someone to feel better after having drunk 
too much at an earlier time 
hide or hair, hide nor hair see 2 hide 

in your hair informal Someone who is in your hair is both¬ 
ering or annoying you. ■ His wife says that since he retired 
he’s in her hair all day because he’s at home so much. 
keep your hair on Brit, informal — used to tell someone not 
to become too excited or upset 
let your hair down informal : to relax and enjoy yourself ■ 
We work hard all week, so when Friday comes we like to 
let our hair down a little and have some fun. 
make your hair curl informal If something makes your 
hair curl, it frightens, shocks, or surprises you. * I’ve heard 
stories about that guy that would make your hair curl, 
make your hair stand on end informal If something 
makes your hair stand on end , it frightens you. ■ Just hear¬ 
ing his voice makes my hair stand on end. 
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not have a hair out of place informal : to have a very neat 
appearance ■ a politician who never has a hair out of place 
not turn a hair informal : to remain calm even though 
something frightening or shocking has happened ■ Most 
people would have been very nervous in that situation, but 
she never turned a hair. 

out of your hair informal Someone who is out of your hair 

is no longer bothering or annoying you. ■ Let me take the 
children out of your hair while you cook dinner. 
pull your hair out or tear your hair out informal : to be 
very worried or upset about something ■ We’ve been tear¬ 
ing our hair out trying to decide what to do. 
split hairs : to argue about small details or differences that 
are not important • His lawyers are splitting hairs over the 
wording of his contract. — see also hairsplitting 

— haired /'head/ adj ■ a long -haired cat ■ a dark-haired per¬ 
son — hair-less /'hea-las/ adj • a hairless breed of cat 

hair-brush /'hea^brAj*/ noun, pi -brush-es [count] : a 
brush for the hair — see picture at grooming 
hair-CUt /'hea-jlcAt/ noun, pi -cuts [count] : the act or result 
of cutting and shaping someone’s hair ■ The girls got haircuts 
yesterday. ■ He just had a haircut. ■ Do you like my haircut ? ■ 
a short haircut 

— hair-cut-ter /'hea^kAta-/ noun, pi -ers [count] 
hair-do /'hea-.du:/ noun, pi -dos [count] : a way of cutting 

and arranging someone’s hair ■ a stylish hairdo 
hair-dress-er /'hea^drcsa 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a person 
who cuts and shapes hair 

— hair-dress-ing /'hea^drcsirj/ noun [noncount] • She is 
taking classes in hairdressing. 

hair-grip /'hea^grip/ noun, pi -grips [count] Brit : bobby 
pin 

hair-line /'hea,lain/ noun, pi -lines [count] 

1 : a thin line or crack • The plate had a hairline running 
across it. — often used before another noun ■ a hairline 
crack ■ He suffered a hairline fracture of his shin bone. 

2 : the line where your hair starts on your forehead ■ He has 
a receding hairline. 

hair-net /'hea^nct/ noun, pi -nets [count] : a net worn over 
someone’s hair to keep it in place 
hair-piece /'hea , »pi:s/ noun, pi -piec-es [count] : a section 
of real or false hair that is worn to cover a bald spot on your 
head or to make your hair look longer, thicker, or a different 
color 

hair-pin /'hea^pin/ noun, pi -pins [count] 

1 : a pin that is worn in your hair; especially : a pin shaped 
like a U that is worn to hold your hair in place 

2 : an extremely sharp turn in a road that is shaped like a U 

— often used before another noun ■ a hairpin tum/curve 
hair—rais-ing /'hea^reiziij/ adj [more most ~] : very 

frightening or exciting ■ a hair-raising adventure/story 

— hair-rais-ing-ly adv 

hair’s breadth or US hair-breadth /'hea^brcto/ noun 


[singular]: a very small distance or amount ■ He came within 
a hair’s breadth of winning the race. [=he came very close to 
winning the race] — often used before another noun ■ a hair¬ 
breadth escape [=a very narrow escape] 
hair slide noun, pi ~ slides [count] Brit : barrette 
hair-Split-ter /'hea^splita-/ noun, pi -ters [count] : a person 
who argues about differences that are too small to be impor¬ 
tant 

hair-Split-ting /'hea i ,splitii)/ noun [noncount] : the act of 
arguing about differences that are too small to be important 
■ The lawyers have been engaging in legalistic hairsplitting. 

— see also split hairs at HAIR 

— hairsplitting adj • lawyers making hairsplitting distinc¬ 
tions 

hair-style /'hea-iStajal/ noun, pi -styles [count] : hairdo 
hair-styl-ing /'hea^stailig/ noun [noncount] : the act or job 
of cutting and arranging people’s hair • the latest trends in 
hairstyling 

— hair-styl-ist /'hea^stailist/ noun, pi -ists [count] ■ a pro¬ 
fessional hairstylist 

hair trigger noun, pi ~ -gers [count] : a trigger on a gun 
that needs very little pressure to cause the gun to shoot 
hair—trig-ger /'hea^trigaV adj, always used before a noun 
: becoming angry very easily ■ He has a hair-trigger temper, 
hairy /'heri I adj hair-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : covered with a lot of hair ■ hairy arms ■ a hairy chest 

2 informal : causing fear or tension : dangerous or stressful ■ 
The taxi ride got a little hairy. • When the deadline approach¬ 
es, things can get a little hairy. 

— hair-i-ness /'herinas/ noun [noncount] 

hajj /'haecfe/ noun [singular] : a journey to Mecca that is a re¬ 
ligious duty for Muslims 

hake /'heik/ noun, pi hake [count, noncount] : a large fish 
that lives in the Atlantic Ocean and is often eaten as food 

ha-lal /ha'lail/ adj 

1 : accepted by Muslim law as fit for eating ■ haled meat 

2 : selling or serving halal food ■ a halal butcher ■ a halal res¬ 
taurant 

hal-cy-on /'haelsijan/ adj, always used before a noun, literary 
: very happy and successful — used to refer to a happy and 
successful time in the past that is remembered as being bet¬ 
ter than today ■ She looks back fondly recalling the halcyon 
days/years of her career, when she was just out of college, 
hale /'heil/ adj hal-er; hal-est [also more —; most —] 
: healthy and strong — usually used in the phrase hale and 
hearty • His mother remains hale and hearty in her old age. 

1 half /'haef, Brit 'ha:f/ noun, pi halves /'haevz, Brit ’havz/ 

TT one of two equal or nearly equal parts into which some¬ 
thing can be divided [count] She broke each cookie into 
halves. ■ “Which half do you want?" “I’ll take the smaller 
half." ■ Two halves make a whole, [noncount] The price has 
been reduced by half. [=by 50 percent; by an amount that is 
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equal to one half of the original] — see also BETTER HALF, 
OTHER HALF 

2 a [count] : either of the two equal periods of playing time 
in sports like football and basketball ■ The team fell behind 
in the first half but rallied in the second half to win the game, 
b the half : the time when the first half of a game ends ■ The 
score was tied at the half. [=at halftime] 

3 [count] Brit , informal : half a pint of a drink (such as beer) ■ 
"What’s yours?" "A half of lager, please.” 

and a half 1 — used in measurements of time, distance, 
weight, etc., to indicate one half of the unit of measure¬ 
ment ■ My daughter is two and a half (years old). [=two 
years and six months old] ■ The fish was a foot and a half 
long. [=one foot and six inches long] ■ ten and a half 
pounds [=ten pounds and eight ounces) 2 informal — 
used to say that something is very good, large, difficult, 
etc. ■ That was a meal and a half. [=that was a very big 
meal] ■ Renovating a house is a job and a half. [=is a very 
difficult job] 

by halves informal : in an incomplete way — used in nega¬ 
tive statements to say that someone does things with a lot 
of energy and effort ■ She never does anything by halves — 
it’s all or nothing! 

go halves also go half and half: to share the cost of some¬ 
thing equally ■ We decided to go halves (with each other) 
on the expenses. 

in half : into two equal parts : into two halves • She cut the 
apple in half. 

the half of It informal — used to say that a situation is even 
worse than you think it is or than it seems to be ■ “It 
sounds like you’ve been having some problems.” “You 
don’t know the half of it\" • Sales are down but that’s only 
the half of it —the company is closing several stores. 
too ... by half chiefly Brit, informal — used to say that 
someone or something has too much of a particular quali¬ 
ty usually in a way that is annoying ■ an arrogant politician 
who i$Joo clever by half 

2 half pronoun : a number or amount that is equal to one half 
of a total ■ "Do you want the whole piece?" “ Half would be 
enough, please." ■ Thirty students took the exam; half (that 
number) passed. [=15 students passed] • Half of 30 is/equals 
15. ■ I seem to spend half (of) the day on the phone. ■ She 
gave half (of) her money to charity. ■ Half a million people 
live in this area. ■ Do you want half (of) my sandwich? ■ Half 
the time the kids are outside playing. [=the kids are often 
outside playing] ■ Getting to your destination is half the fun 
of a vacation. = Getting there is half the fun. ■ Half the prob¬ 
lem is that we do not have enough employees to handle the 
increased workload. • I waited for half an hour. [=30 minutes] 
■ Please wait (for) half a minute/second [=for a moment] 
while I try to connect you. ■ half a dozen [=six] eggs ■ He’s al¬ 
ways chasing women half his age. [=women who are much 
younger than he is] 
half the battle see ‘battle 
have half a mind see ‘mind 

3 half adj, always used before a noun 

1 : equal or nearly equal in size, value, amount, etc., to one 
half of something ■ a half cup of coffee ■ He owns a half share 
in the company. ■ a half pound of cheese ■ a half million peo¬ 
ple ■ a half mile away ■ a half circle ■ a half dozen [=six] eggs 
— see also HALF HOUR, HALF PRICE 

2 : not complete : partial ■ She looked at him with a shy 
half smile. — often used in combination • a shy half-smWe ■ 
We need resolute action, not timid /ia//-measures. 

4 half adv 

1 : to an extent that is equal or nearly equal to half of some¬ 
thing ■ The glass of water is /ia(f full/empty. ■ The crowd was 
half cheering and half jeering. ■ She's half French and half 
Italian. [=one of her parents is French and the other is Ital¬ 
ian] ■ The meeting began at half past two. [=at 2:30] = (Brit) 
The meeting began at half two. ■ We arrived at the station at 
noon, and the train departed at half past. [=at 12:30] ■ The 
train departed at half past the hour. 

2 : not completely : to some degree : partially ■ He was 
only half aware of what was happening. ■ She had half per¬ 
suaded me to stay. • The door was half open. ■ These eggs are 
only half cooked. ■ I was half asleep [=very tired; not com¬ 
pletely awake] when you called. ■ She looked half dead. [=she 
looked very tired/ill] 

half again as much/many (etc.) as ( US) or Brit half as 
much/many (etc.) again as — used to say that the size or 
amount of one thing is 50 percent more than another • If 
100 people were expected and 150 came, half again as 


many people came ay were expected. • This dress costs half 
again as much as that one. 

half as big/much/good (etc.) as — used to say that the 
size, amount, or quality of one thing is half or nearly half 
that of another * The bush is half as tall as the tree. [=the 
tree is twice as tall as the bush] ■ This dress costs half as 
much as that one. ■ If 100 people were expected and 50 
came, only half as many people came ay were expected. ■ If 
he can play the guitar half ay well as he can sing, he should 
have quite a career. [=he will have a very successful career 
if he can play the guitar well, even if he doesn’t play as well 
as he sings] ■ The sequel isn’t half ay good as the original 
movie. [=the original movie was much better than the se¬ 
quel] 

half off — used to say that something is being sold at half 
the original price ■ Peaches are half off today. 
not half 1 : not nearly ■ He’s not half the fool you think he 
is. = He’s not half so foolish as you think he is. [=he is much 
smarter than you think he is] ■ an aging baseball player 
who is not half the hitter he once was [=he is not nearly as 
good as a hitter as he once was] 2 Brit, informal — used 
to emphasize a statement or description ■ She doesn't half 
swear! [=she swears a lot] ■ It’s not half cold today! [=it is 
very cold today] ■ “Is it cold out?” “ Not half." [=yes, it is 
very cold] 

not half bad informal: surprisingly good • Her singing was 
not half bad. [=not bad at all] ■ The food there is not half 
bad. [=pretty good] 

half-and-half /.haefij'haef, Brit (hcr.fp'hcr.f/ noun [non¬ 
count] US : a mixture of cream and whole milk • She usually 
puts half-and-half in her coffee. 

half-assed (US) /'hsef'sest, Brit ‘haiPsest/ or Brit half— 
arsed /'hsePaast, Brit 'ha:Pa:st/ adj [more most ~] infor¬ 
mal + impolite 

1 : poorly done or planned • He did a half-assed job. 

2 : stupid or foolish ■ a half-assed remark 

half-back /■hsefjbsek, Brit 'ha:f,baek/ noun, pi -backs 
[count] 

1 American football : a player on offense who lines up next 
to the fullback and who runs with the ball and blocks 

2 : a defensive player in games like soccer and field hockey 
who is positioned in front of the fullback 

half-baked /■hsefbeikt, Brit 'ha:Pbeikt/ adj [more —; most 
~] informal : not well planned : foolish or stupid • a half- 
baked idea 

half bath noun, pi ~ baths (count) US : a bathroom that 
has a sink and toilet but no bathtub or shower 

half-breed /'hjef.brkd, Brit a ha:f a bri:d/ noun, pi -breeds 
[count] offensive : a person who has parents of different rac¬ 
es; especially : a person who has a Native American parent 
and a white parent 

- half-breed adj 

half brother noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a brother with the 
same father but a different mother or the same mother but a 
different father ■ George is my half brother. 

half-caste / l h 2 ef,k 2 est, Brit 'ha:f,ka:st/ noun, pi -castes 
[count] offensive : a person who has parents of different races 

- half-caste adj 

half—COCked /'h£ef,ka:kt, Brit 'haiPknkt/ adj, US, informal 
: showing a lack of preparation or careful thought : stupid 
or foolish ■ half-cocked officials/ideas 
go off half-cocked (US) or Brit go off at half cock informal 
: to do or say something without preparing for it or think¬ 
ing about it • Before you go off half-cocked , try listening to 
the explanation. 

half—doMar / , h£ef l da:la , 1 Brit 'haiPdDb/ noun, pi -lars US 

1 [count] : a coin that is worth 50 cents 

2 [singular] : the sum of 50 cents ■ kids selling lemonade for a 
half-dollar ■ a half-dollar price increase 

half«heart*ed /'hsefhcurtad, Brit 'ha:Pha:t3d/ adj [more 
most ~]: feeling or showing a lack of interest or enthusiasm 
■ a half-hearted smile ■ half-hearted applause from the audi¬ 
ence • He made a half-hearted attempt to contact them. 

- half-heart-ed*ly adv ■ smiling halfheartedly 

half hour noun [singular] 

1 : 30 minutes ■ Trains depart every half hour. : a period of 
time that lasts for 30 minutes • I waited a half hour in line. 

2 : the middle point of an hour ■ Tours start on the half hour. 
[=at 12:30, 1:30, 2:30, etc.] 

half-life /'h 2 ef,laif, Brit 'ha:f,laif/ noun, pi -lives [count] 
technical : the time it takes for a radioactive substance to 
lose half its radioactivity ■ a half-life of 200,000 years— often 
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used figuratively to describe how long something remains 
useful or popular ■ Slang usually has a short half-life. [=slang 
usually is popular for only a short time] 
half-light /'haef,lait, Brit 'ha:f,lait/ noun [noncount] : dim 
grayish light ■ the half-light of early morning 
half-mast /'haefmaest, Brit 'ha:fma:st/ noun [noncount] 
: the position in the middle of a mast or pole ^ A flag is 
flown at half-mast or lowered to half-mast to show respect 
for a person who has died. 

half— moon /'haef,mu:n, Brit , ha:f,mu:n/ noun, pi -moons 

1 [singular] : the moon when only half of it can be seen 

— compare full moon, new moon 

2 [count] : something that is shaped like a half-moon ■ The 
pattern consists of circles and half-moons. • half-moon ear¬ 
rings [=earrlngs that are shaped like half-moons] 

half note noun, pi ~ notes [count] US : a musical note 
equal in time to half of a whole note — called also (Brit) min¬ 
im 

half-pen-ny /'heipni/ noun, pi -nies /'heipniz/ [count] Brit 
: a former British coin worth one half of a penny 
half-pipe /'haef.paip, Brit 'ha:f,paip/ noun, pi -pipes 
[count] : a curved structure with high sides that is used for 
doing tricks on a skateboard, snowboard, etc. 
half price noun [noncount] : half of the original price ■ I 
bought these shoes at half price. = 1 paid halfprice for these 
shoes. 

— half-price adj ■ half-price items ■ All winter coats are 
half-price today. — half-price adv ■ Reserve now and fly 
half-price. 

half shell noun 

on the half shell : served in one of the two halves of the 
shell ■ oysters on the half shell 

half sister noun, pi ~ -ters [count] : a sister with the same 
father but a different mother or the same mother but a dif¬ 
ferent father ■ Emily is my half sister. 
half—Staff /'haefstaef, Brit 'ha:Psta:f/ noun [noncount] US 
: HALF-MAST 

half Step noun, pi ~ steps [count] US, music : semitone 
halMime /'hae^taim, Brit 'ha:f,taim/ noun [noncount]: the 
period of rest between the end of the first half and the begin¬ 
ning of the second half in games like football and basketball 
■ The score was tied at halftime. ■ The coaches discussed 
strategy during halftime. 

half-tone /'h£ef,toun, Brit 'ha:f,toun/ noun, pi -tones 
[count] technical 

1 : a shade of gray in a photograph ■ using software to light¬ 
en/darken the picture’s halftones 

2 : an image printed by a method that creates many small 
dots 

half-truth /'haef,tru:0, Brit ‘hcrfdru.'G/ noun, pi -truths 
[count] : a statement that is only partly true and that is in¬ 
tended to deceive people ■ I’m tired of all these half-truths —1 
want to know the real story, 
half-way /'haePwei, Brit *ha:Pwei/ adj 

1 : in the middle between two points ■ She was leading at the 
halfway mark/point of the race. ■ We’re halfway toward com¬ 
pleting the project. 

2 always used before a noun, informal: not total or complete 
: partial ■ They’re only offering halfway measures, not a 
real solution. 

meet (someone) halfway see ‘meet 

— halfway adv • 1 was halfway home when 1 realized 1 had 
forgotten my briefcase. ■ The project isn’t done yet, but 
we’re halfway there. - He stopped halfway up the stairs. ■ 
We left halfway through the speech. • (informal) I’m willing 
to eat anywhere as long as the food is halfway decent, 
[=fairly good] 

halfway house noun, pi ~ houses 

1 [count] : a place where people who have recently left a 
prison, mental hospital, etc., can live until they are consid¬ 
ered ready to live by themselves 

2 [singular] chiefly Brit : something that combines the quali¬ 
ties or features of two different things ■ The car is the perfect 
halfway house between a family caravan and luxury sedan. 

half-wit /'haef,wit, Brit 'ha:f,wit/ noun, pi -wits [count] in¬ 
formal : a foolish or stupid person ■ He says the people he 
works with are a bunch of half-wits. 

— half—wit-ted /'haefwitsd, Brit 'ha: f 1 wit 3d/ adj [more 
most ~] 

hal-i-but /'haelsbst/ noun, pi halibut [count, noncount] : a 


large fish of the Atlantic and Pacific oceans that is often eat¬ 
en as food 

hal-i-to-sis Ahaels'tousas/ noun [noncount] medical : the 
condition of having breath that smells bad : bad breath 
hall /'ha:l/ noun, pi halls [count] 

1 : a usually long, narrow passage inside a building with 
doors that lead to rooms on the sides • The bathroom is 
down the hall. ■ Her office is at the end of the hall. 

2 : the area inside the entrance of a building ■ I’ll meet you in 
the front hall. • The front door opens onto a large hall. 

3 a : a large room or building for meetings, entertainment, 
etc. • We rented a hall for the wedding reception. ■ a concert/ 
dining/dance hall • a lecture hall [auditorium] — often used 
in proper names ■ Carnegie Hall • the Hampden County Hall 
of Justice — see also city hall, mess hall, music hall, 
town hall b : a building where students live at a college 
or university : dormitory • (US) a residence hall = (Brit) a 
hall of residence 

4 Brit : a large, impressive house — used in proper names ■ 
The family owned Locksley Hall for generations. 

the halls of power see ‘power 

— see also study hall 

1 hal-le-lu-jah /.haels'luija/ interj — used to express praise, 
joy, or thanks especially to God ■ Hallelujah\ Praise the Lord! 

■ It’s the weekend! Hallelujah ! 

2 hallelujah noun, pi -jahs [count] : a shout or song of praise 
or thanks to God 

hall-mark / , ha:l,maa‘k/ noun, pi -marks [count] 

1 : a quality, ability, etc., that is typical of a particular per¬ 
son or thing ■ He had all the hallmarks of a great baseball 
player. ■ Humor is one of the hallmarks of her style. ■ The 
murder bore all the hallmarks of a serial killer’s work. 

— compare earmark 

2 : an official mark that is put on gold and silver objects in 
Britain to indicate their purity 

Hall of Fame noun, pi Halls of Fame [count] chiefly US 
: a place that is like a museum with exhibits honoring the fa¬ 
mous people and events related to a particular activity (such 
as a sport) ■ We visited the Basketball Hall of Fame. ; also 
: the group of people who are honored in such a place ■ He 
was elected as a member of the Baseball Hall of Fame. 

— Hall of Fam-er Ahaila'feim^/ noun, pi ~ -ers [count] ■ 
Hall of Famers [=members of the Hall of Fame] will be at 
the event to sign autographs. 

hal-lowed /'haeloud/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : holy or blessed ■ The church stands on hallowed ground. 

2 : highly respected ■ hallowed customs/traditions 
Hal-low-een /,hael3'wi:n, ,ha:l3'wi:n/ noun, pi -eens 

[count, noncount] : the night of October 31 when children 
dress up as ghosts, witches, monsters, etc., and go to houses 
to ask for candy — compare trick or treat 
hal-lu-ci-nate /h3'lu:s3,neit/ verb -nates; -nat*ed; -nat- 
ing : to see or sense something or someone that is not really 
there : to have hallucinations [no obj] The patient may hal¬ 
lucinate if she has a fever. [+ obj ] His thirst caused him to 
hallucinate (that there was) an oasis in the desert, 
hal-lu-ci-na-tion /hSiluiss^neifan/ noun, pi -tlons [count] 
: something (such as an image, a sound, or a smell) that 
seems real but does not really exist and that is usually caused 
by mental illness or the effect of a drug ■ He could not tell if 
what he was seeing was real or if it was a hallucination. ■ He 
has been having hallucinations due to the medication. 

— hal-lu-ci-na-to-ry /h3'lu:s3n3,tori, Brit ha'lmsanstri/ adj 
■ hallucinatory drugs [=drugs that cause hallucinations] ■ 
hallucinatory images 

hal-lu-ci-no-gen /hs'luissnscfesn/ noun, pi -gens [count] 
: a substance (such as a drug) that causes people to see or 
sense things that are not real: a substance that causes hallu¬ 
cinations 

— hal-lu-ci-no-gen-ic /hs.Iuissna'cfeemk/ adj ■ hallucino¬ 
genic drugs 

hall-way /'ha:l,wei/ noun, pi -ways [count] 

1 : HALL 1 ■ Her office is at the end of the hallway. 

2 : hall 2 ■ I’ll meet you in the front hallway. 
ha-lo /'heilou/ noun, pi -los or -loes [count] 

1 : a circle of light that is shown in a religious painting, 
drawing, etc., around the head of a holy figure (such as an 
angel, saint, or god) — often used figuratively ■ the child’s 
halo of golden curls ■ The scandal has tarnished the candi¬ 
date’s halo. [=has damaged his reputation as a morally good 
person] 
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2 : a bright circle seen around the sun or the moon 
1 halt /'hailt/ verb halts; halt-ed; halt-lng 

1 [+ obj] : to stop (something or someone) from moving or 
continuing ■ The project had to be halted due to lack of 
funds. ■ They voted to halt expansion of the shopping mall. ■ 
The strike halted subways and buses. 

2 [no obj\ : to stop moving or happening ■ The troops halted 
outside the city. ■ The fighting halted briefly. ■ The project 
halted when funding ran out. ■ The guard shouted, “ Haiti 
Who goes there?” 

2 halt noun, pi halts 

1 [singular] : the stopping or ending of movement, progress, 
or action ■ The contract brought a halt to [=ended] the strike. 
■ They put a halt to the rumors. ■ The chairman called a halt 
to [= stopped] the proceedings. ■ The car skidded/slowed to a 
halt. • The project came to a (grinding) halt. = The project 
ground to a halt. [=the project stopped completely) ■ The 
project came to a screeching/crashing halt. [=the project 
stopped suddenly and completely] 

2 [count] Brit : a small railroad stop at which there is no sta¬ 
tion 

hal-ter /*ha:lt^/ noun, pi -ters [count] 

1 : a set of straps placed around a horse’s head so that the 
horse can be led or tied 

2 : a piece of clothing worn on a woman’s upper body that is 
held in place by straps around the neck and back and that 
leaves the back, arms, and shoulders bare — called also hal¬ 
ter top ; see color picture on page C14 

halting /'ha.ltirj/ adj [more most ~] : stopping often be¬ 
cause of not being sure about what to say or do : not steady • 
She answered in a halting voice. ■ The baby took a few halt¬ 
ing steps. ■ Progress in the negotiations has been halting. 

- halt-lng-ly adv 

halve /'hsev, Brit *ha:v/ verb halves; halved; halving [+ 

obj] 

1 : to divide (something) into two equal parts : to divide 
(something) into halves ■ He halved the sandwich. 

2 : to reduce (something) to one half of the original amount 
or size ■ The store is halving the price of many summer items. 

halves plural of' HALF 
1 ham /'hsem/ noun, pi hams 

1 : meat from the leg of a hog that is often prepared by 
smoking or salting [noncount] a piece/slice of ham ■ We’re 
having ham for dinner. ■ a ham sandwich [count] a delicious 
ham 

2 [count] informal a disapproving : a bad actor who per¬ 
forms in an exaggerated way ■ He was once a fine actor, but 
now he’s just an old ham. • a ham actor b : someone who 
enjoys performing and who tends to behave in an exaggerat¬ 
ed or playful way when people are watching ■ Cameras bring 
out the ham in her. 

3 [count] : someone who operates an amateur radio station 

— often used before another noun ■ ham radio ■ a ham radio 
operator 

2 ham verb hammed; ham-ming 

ham it up informal : to act or behave in an exaggerated or 
playful way • She likes to ham it up for the camera, 
hanvburg /'h£em,bfrg/ noun, pi -burgs [count] US, infor¬ 
mal : HAMBURGER 

ham*burg*er /'hsem,baisa*/ noun, pi -ers 

1 [count] : a flat, usually round cake of finely chopped beef 
that is cooked and served usually in a roll or bun ■ They 
served hot dogs and hamburgers at the cookout. 

2 [noncount] : beef that has been cut into very small pieces 
: ground beef ■ Add the cooked hamburger to the sauce. — 
called also (Brit) mince 

ham—fist*ed /'hcem.fistsd/ adj [more most ~]: awkward 

or clumsy : ham-handed ■ a ham-fisted performance 
ham—handled /'hsemihsendsd/ adj [more most ~] 

: awkward or clumsy ■ The actress gave a ham-handed per¬ 
formance. ■ a ham-handed attempt at humor ■ The apology 
was rather ham-handed. 

ham*let /'hsemlat/ noun, pi -lets [count] : a small village 
1 ham»mer /'heem?/ noun, pi -mers 

1 [count] a : a tool that has a heavy metal head attached to 
a handle and that is used for hitting nails or breaking things 
apart — see picture at carpentry; see also sledgeham¬ 
mer b : a similar tool made usually of wood and used espe¬ 
cially for hitting a surface to make a loud noise ■ an auction¬ 
eer’s hammer 

2 [count] : the part of a gun that strikes a charge causing the 
gun to shoot 


3 [count] : a piece inside a piano that strikes a string to pro¬ 
duce a sound 

4 [count] : a stick that is shaped like a hammer and that is 
used to play a musical instrument 

5 a [count] : a heavy metal ball with a flexible handle that 
people throw as a sport b the hammer : an event in which 
people compete by throwing a hammer ■ He won a gold 
medal in the hammer. — called also the hammer throw 
hammer and tongs : in a very forceful and energetic way ■ 

Our neighbors were arguing again last night. They were 
going at it hammer and tongs, 
under the hammer — used to describe something that is 
being sold at an auction • Some valuable paintings went / 
came under the hammer today. 

2 hammer verb -mers; -mered; -mer-ing 

1 a : to force (something) into a particular place or shape by 
hitting it with a hammer [+ obj] He hammered the dent out 
of the fender. ■ I hammered [=drove] the nails into the wall. ■ 
The copper was hammered impounded] into a fiat sheet, [no 
obj] The carpenters were hammering all afternoon, b [+ obj] 

: to attach (something) with a hammer and nails ■ The work¬ 
ers are hammering the studs to the frame. 

2 informal a [+ obj] : to hit (something or someone) in a 
very forceful way ■ The batter hammered the ball over the 
fence. ■ Someone tried to hammer him over the head with a 
club. ■ Many towns were hammered by the hurricane, b 
: to hit (something) hard and repeatedly [+ obj] The typist’s 
fingers were hammering the keys. ■ He was hammering 
[= pounding, banging] the door with his fists, [no obj] He was 
hammering at/on the door. ■ The rain hammered down on 
the roof, c [no obj] : to beat very quickly and forcefully ■ 
My heart was hammering. [=pounding] 

3 [+ obj] informal : to defeat (an opponent) very easily ■ The 
home team was hammered 9-0. 

4 [+ obj] informal : to harm or criticize (someone or some¬ 
thing) severely — often used as (be) hammered ■ Local busi¬ 
nesses are being hammered by the new shopping mall. ■ He is 
being hammered by his political opponents for his failure to 
cut taxes. 

5 [no obj] : to keep talking about something or trying to do 
something — usually + at ■ He kept hammering at the need 
for tax relief throughout his speech. — often + away ■ I 
know we can solve this problem if we just keep hammering 
away (at it). 

hammer into [phrasal verb] hammer (something) into (some¬ 
one) : to force (something) to be learned very well by 
(someone) by repeating it again and again ■ They are con¬ 
stantly trying to hammer good manners into their children. 
■ She hammered it into me that I could succeed. 
hammer out [phrasal verb] hammer out (something) or ham¬ 
mer (something) out : to produce (something, such as an 
agreement) by a lot of discussion or argument ■ After 
hours of discussion, we finally hammered out an agree¬ 
ment/deal. ■ We’ll hammer the details out later. 


hammered adj, not used before a noun [more most ~] 
slang : very drunk ■ They got/were hammered last night. 
ham*mer*ing /'hsmanri/ noun, pi -ings 

1 : the sound made when something is being hit by a ham¬ 
mer, by rain, etc. [noncount] Loud hammering was coming 
from next door. ■ We could hear the hammering of the rain 
on the roof, [singular] We could hear a loud hammering 
from next door. 

2 [singular] informal — used to say that someone or some¬ 
thing has been very forcefully hit, damaged, criticized, etc. • 
The old church got/took quite a hammering [=was badly 
damaged] during the storm. ■ The governor took a hammer¬ 
ing from the media for his decision. ■ Our team got/took quite 
a hammering [=was badly beaten] in yesterday’s game. 

hammer throw noun 
the hammer throw : ‘hammer 5b 
ham«mOCk /'hsemak/ noun, 
pi -mocks [count] : a type of 
bed that consists of a piece of 
cloth hung between two trees, 
poles, etc. 

1 ham«per /'hsmpa/ verb 
-pers; -pered; -per-ing [+ 

obj] ; to slow the movement, 
progress, or action of (some¬ 
one or something) • Bad 
weather could hamper our search efforts. = Bad weather 
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could hamper us in our search efforts. ■ The project was 
hampered by budget restraints. ■ Construction is hampering 
traffic on the highway. 

2 hamper noun, pi -pers \count\ : a large basket usually with 
a cover: such as a : a basket for food ■ a picnic hamper b 
US : a basket for holding dirty clothes until they can be 
washed ■ a clothes hamper — see picture at bathroom 
ham'Ster /'hsemst »/ noun, pi -sters l count ]: a small animal 
that is often kept as a pet 

1 ham-string /'hien^strii)/ noun, pi -strings [count] 

1 : a tendon at the back of a person’s knee 

2 : a muscle at the back of a person’s upper leg ■ This exer¬ 
cise will strengthen your hamstrings. - This exercise will 
strengthen your hamstring muscles. 

2 hamstring verb -strings; -strung /-.strArj/; -string-ing 1+ 
obj] : to damage or ruin the force or effectiveness of (some¬ 
thing or someone) ■ The mayor tried to hamstring our efforts 
by cutting the budget. ■ The company claims it is being ham¬ 
strung by government regulations. 

1 hancj /'hsend/ noun, pi hands 

1 [count] a : the body part at the end of your arm that in¬ 
cludes your fingers and thumb ■ These gloves will keep your 
hands warm. ■ She put her hands over her eyes. • He sat qui¬ 
etly with his hands folded in his lap. b — used in some 
phrases to refer to a person ■ I’m afraid this job will need 
more than one pair of hands. [=more than one person] • It’s a 
big job, but many hands make light work. [=if many people 
work on it, it will be easier to do] 

2 hands [plural] : power, possession, or control ■ The maps 
were in the hands of the enemy. [=the enemy had the maps] ■ 
The land between these mountains remains in private hands. 
[=is privately owned] 

3 [singular] : physical help : assistance in doing something ■ 
Do you need a hand ? ■ I’ll be happy to lend a hand. [=help] 

— often + with • Can you give/lend me a hand with [=help 
me with] this suitcase? ■ Let me give you a hand with that. 

— see also helping hand 

4 [count] : a long, thin part that points to a number on a 
clock or dial ■ Many clocks have a second hand , a minute 
hand, and an hour hand. 

5 [noncount] somewhat old-fashioned : a promise of marriage 
■ He asked for her hand (in marriage). [=he asked her to mar¬ 
ry him] • She offered her hand in marriage to him. [=she said 
that she would marry him] ■ She gave him her hand in mar¬ 
riage. [=she married him] 

6 [singular] : the act of hitting your hands together to show 
approval, appreciation, etc. : the act of applauding ■ Let’s 
give him a big hand ! [=a big round of applause] 

7 [count] a : the cards that are held by a player in a card 
game • He studied his hand before deciding how much to 
bet. — often used figuratively ■ The program is designed to 
help children who have been dealt a cruel hand in life. 
[=children who have suffered or had bad things happen to 
them] • Even her critics say her chances of succeeding are 
great since she has been dealt such a strong hand. [=she is in 
a strong position] — see also overplay your hand at over¬ 
play b : a single round of play in a card game ■ He lost the 
first hand but won the next two. 

8 [count] a : a hired worker ■ factory hands ■ The cowboys 
were simply hired hands with no ownership rights. — see 
also farmhand, old hand, stagehand b : a member 
of a ship’s crew — usually plural • All hands on deck! 

9 [count] : someone who performs or produces something 
(such as a work of art) — usually singular ■ These two por¬ 
traits are by the same hand. [=by the same artist] 

10 [singular] : a particular way or style of doing or handling 
something ■ The hand of a master is evident in these sculp¬ 
tures. [=these sculptures were obviously done by a very skill¬ 
ful artist] ■ He runs the business with a firm hand. • a cook 
who has a heavy hand with the salt [=who uses too much 
salt] — see also heavy-handed 

11 [singular] old-fashioned : the way a person’s writing looks 
: a type of handwriting ■ a note written in an elegant hand 

12 [count] : a unit of measure equal to 4 inches (about 10.16 
centimeters) and used especially to measure the height of 
horses ■ a horse that is 15 hands high 

a bird In the hand Is worth two In the bush see bird 
a show of hands see 2 show 
at first hand see ‘first 

at hand : close in distance or time ■ She likes to keep the 
phone (close) at hand. • We need to address the problem at 
hand [=the particular problem we are dealing with] and 


not argue about these other issues. 
at the hand(s) of : by or through the action of (someone or 
something) ■ They were treated badly at the hands of the 
prison guards. ■ The people had suffered at the hands of a 
cruel dictator. 

by hand 1 : with the hands ■ The stone was carved by 
hand. 2 : from one person directly to another ■ I deliv¬ 
ered the document to his office by hand, 
by the hand : by holding someone’s hand ■ I took him by the 
hand and led him through the crowd. — sometimes used 
figuratively • You can’t expect me to lead you by the hand 
through every difficult situation. 
by your own hand : by your own actions ■ She died by her 
own hand. [=she killed herself; she committed suicide] 
change hands see ‘change 
eat out of someone’s hand see eat 
fall Into the hands of see ‘fall 
fall Into the wrong hands see ‘fall 
force someone's hand see 2 force 
get your hands dirty see ‘dirty 

get/lay your hands on : to find, get, or control (someone or 
something) ■ I’m still trying to lay my hands on my car 
keys. ■ He couldn’t wait to get his hands on her money. ■ 
Wait until I get my hands on you. [=you will be in trouble 
when I catch you] 
give your right hand see ‘give 

good with your hands : skillful at things that require the 
use of your hands • He’s always been good with his hands, 
grease the hand of see 2 grease 

hand and foot 1 — used to describe someone whose 
hands and feet are tied to prevent escape or movement ■ 
The prisoner was bound/tied hand and foot. 2 4 To wait 
on someone hand and foot is to provide everything that 
someone needs or wants. ■ I can’t stand the way they wait 
on her hand and foot] 

hand In glove : very closely ■ We are working hand in glove 
with the police to recover the stolen property. 
hand In hand 1 : holding hands : grasping another per¬ 
son’s hand ■ They walked on the beach hand in hand. 2 
— used to say that two people or things are very closely 
connected or related ■ In a film, the images and sounds go 
hand in hand. • The chef works hand in hand [=very close¬ 
ly] with a nutritionist. 

hand over fist informal — used to say that someone is earn¬ 
ing or losing money very quickly or in large amounts ■ 
They were making/eaming money hand over fist, 
hands are tied 4- If your hands are tied you cannot do any¬ 
thing about a situation because you do not have the power 
to act freely. ■ I’d like to help you, but my hands are tied. ■ 
The judge says her hands are tied because the law requires 
a harsh sentence in such cases. 
hands off — used as a command to tell someone not to 
touch something ■ Hands off my property! ■ “Those cookies 
look delicious.’’ “ Hands off] We’re saving them for later." 
hand to mouth : without much money : in poverty ■ They 
have been living hand to mouth since he lost his job. = It’s 
been hand to mouth since he lost his job. — see also hand- 
to-mouth 

hat In hand ( US ) or Brit cap In hand : asking or begging for 
something in a respectful way ■ He came to me, hat in 
hand , asking if I could get him a job at the company. 
have a hand In : to be involved in (something) ■ She had a 
hand in designing the new highway. ■ Did he have a hand in 
this decision? 

have someone In the palm of your hand see ‘palm 
have your hands full : to be very busy ■ She’ll have her 
hands full with the new baby. 
heavy on your hands see 2 heavy 

hold hands or hold someone’s hand 1 : to hold a per¬ 
son’s hand in one of your hands for a period of time ■ two 
people holding hands * He held hands with his daughter. • 
He held her hand as they walked. 2 : to guide someone 
through a process by carefully explaining each step ■ I 
don’t need you to hold my hand. 

In good/safe hands : being taken care of very well ■ With 
her in charge, the office is in good hands. [=she will do the 
job well] ■ You’re in sofe hands with us. [=you will be safe 
with us] 

In hand 1 : in your possession or control - We started our 
hike with compass and map in hand. ■ He has the situation 
well In hand. [=he is in control of the situation] ^ To take 
someone In hand is to begin to guide or direct someone 
who has been behaving badly. ■ You need someone to take 
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you in hand, young lady, and show you how to behave! 2 
chiefly Brit: available for use • If we work at this rate we’ll 
have a month in hand before our deadline is up! 
join hands see join 

keep your hand in informal: to continue to be involved in 
some activity ■ He retired several years ago, but he still 
comes by the office occasionally because he likes to keep 
his hand in (the business). 

keep/get your hands off (of) : to not touch (something) ■ 
Keep your hands off the cookies! We’re saving them for lat¬ 
er. — often used figuratively • The military is asking law¬ 
makers to keep their hands off [=not change) the defense 
budget. 

know (something) like the back of your hand see ‘know 
lay a hand on : to touch or harm (someone) 'He claims 
that he never laid a hand on her. 
off your hands : no longer in your possession or no longer 
your responsibility ■ If you don’t want those golf clubs any¬ 
more, I’ll be glad to take them off your hands. I=I’ll be glad 
to take them] ■ She’s trying to find a way to get some of 
that extra work off her hands. 

on hand 1 : available for use ■ We have plenty of water on 
hand. 2 : present and available to do something ■ Five 
musicians were on hand to accompany her. ■ A priest was 
on hand to console them. 

on the one hand, on the other hand — used to introduce 
statements that describe two different or opposite ideas, 
people, etc. ■ On the one hand, I think the price is fair, but 
on the other (hand), I really can’t afford to spend that much 
money. ■ He’s a good guy. His brother, on the other hand, is 
a very selfish man. 

on your hands — used to say that you have something or 
are responsible for something • With all that extra work on 
her hands she’ll need all the help she can get. ■ Once this 
project is over she should have some time on her hands. 
[=free time] — see also blood on your hands at BLOOD 
on your hands and knees : with your hands and knees on 
the ground : in a crawling position ■ She went down on her 
hands and knees. 

out of hand 1 : very quickly without serious thought ■ He 
rejected the plan out of hand. • Suggestions that the hearing 
should be delayed were dismissed out of hand. 2 : not 
controlled ■ The kids were (getting) out of hand. [=were be¬ 
having in a wild and uncontrolled way] ■ He warns that 
technology is getting out of hand, 
out of your hands — used to say that you cannot control 
something ■ The decision is out of my hands, 
play into someone’s hands see ‘play 
putty in your hands see ‘putty 

safe pair of hands Brit : someone who can be trusted with 
responsibility or a job ■ The next leader of the party should 
be a safe pair of hands, 
sit on your hands see ‘sit 

take (something) into your (own) hands : to take control 
of something ■ The judge had no sympathy for people who 
insisted on taking the law into their own hands. [=trying to 
punish criminals themselves instead of allowing the legal 
system to do it] ■ After months of waiting for something to 
happen, he decided to take matters into his own hands, 
to hand : available for use ■ I don’t have all the latest data 
(immediately) to hand. 

try your hand : to try to do something — usually + at ■ She 
wanted to try her hand at photography. 
turn your hand to : to begin doing (something) usually in a 
skillful way : to start (a new activity, field of study, etc.) » 
an actress who has turned her hand to directing ■ After he 
left publishing, he turned his hand to law. 
wash your hands of see ‘wash 

with your bare hands : using only your hands and no tools 
or weapons ■ He tried to kill me with his bare hands. 

- see also firsthand, hands down, secondhand, 
SLEIGHT OF HAND, UPPER HAND 

2 hand verb hands; hand-ed; handling [+ obj ] : to give 
(something) to someone using your hands ■ He handed her a 
letter. = He handed a letter to her. ■ Hand me that picture. 
hand back \phrasal verb ] hand (something) back or hand 
back (something) : to return (something) by handing it to 
someone ■ He handed the letter back (to her) without read¬ 
ing it. ■ The clerk handed back my credit card. 
hand down \phrasal verb] hand (something) down or hand 
down (something) 1 : to pass (something) from a person 
who is older (such as a parent) to a person who is younger 
(such as a child) ■ She will hand the diamond ring down to 
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her niece. • The farm was handed down from generation to 
generation. 2 chiefly US, law : to form and express (a de¬ 
cision or opinion) in writing • The Supreme Court has 
handed down its decision. 

hand in [phrasal verb ] hand (something) in or hand in (some¬ 
thing) : to give (something) to a person who will review or 
accept it ■ Students should hand their papers in on Thurs¬ 
day. ■ He handed in his resignation. 
hand it to informal : to give credit to (someone) for doing 
something ■ I’ve got to hand it to you. You did a great job 
planning the party. 

hand off [phrasal verb] hand (something) off or hand off 
(something) US : to give (something) to another person ■ 
(American football) The quarterback handed off the ball to 
the halfback. ■ She handed the job off to her assistant. 
hand on [phrasal verb ] hand (something) on or hand on 
(something) formal: to pass (something) from one person 
to another ■ These stories have been handed on from gen¬ 
eration to generation. 

hand out [phrasal verb] hand (something) out or hand out 
(something) : to give (something) to several or many peo¬ 
ple ■ They will hand out [distribute] copies of the newslet¬ 
ter today. ■ He’s always handing out advice to the people he 
works with. ■ She handed flyers out at the grocery store. 
hand over [phrasal verb] hand (someone or something) over 
or hand over (someone or something) : to give up control 
or possession of (something or someone) ■ They demanded 
that he hand the documents over to them. ■ They agreed to 
hand over their hostages. 

hand-bag /'hsend.bzeg/ noun, pi -bags [count ]: a woman’s 
small bag or purse used for carrying personal things and 
money — see picture at bag 
hand baggage noun [noncount]: hand luggage 
hand-ball /'hsnd^aii/woun, pi -balls 

1 [noncount] : a game for two or four players who use their 
hands to hit a ball against a wall 

2 [count] : the ball used in handball 
hand*bas*ket /'hzend,b2esk3t/ noun 

go to hell in a handbasket US, informal : to become com¬ 
pletely ruined ■ He’s convinced that the country is going to 
hell in a handbasket. 

hand-bill /'hcend,bil/ noun, pi -bills [count] somewhat old- 
fashioned \ a small printed advertisement or announcement 
that is given out to many people by hand 
hand-book /'hzendjbuk/ noun, pi -books [count] : a small 
book that gives useful information about a particular subject 
■ a handbook of English ■ a writer’s handbook 
hand brake noun, pi ~ brakes [count] 

1 : a brake that is operated by pushing or pulling a lever 
with your hand 

2 : PARKING BRAKE 

1 hand-craft /'hsend.kraft, Brit 'hzend.krcr.ft/ verb -crafts; 
-craft *ed; -craft-ing [+ obj]: to make (something) by using 
your hands • She handcrafted a set of bowls out of red clay. 
— handcrafted adj • a handcrafted [=handmade] set of 
bowls ■ a beautiful handcrafted bed 
2 handcraft noun, pi -crafts [count ]: handicraft 
hand-cuff /‘hjend.k/vf/ verb -cuffs; -cuffed; -cuf*fing [+ 
obj]: to put handcuffs on (someone) ■ handcuff a prisoner 
hand-CUffs /*h 2 end,kAfs/ noun [plural] : a set of two metal 
rings that are joined together and locked around a person’s 
wrists • Police put handcuffs on the prisoner, 
hand-eye coordination noun [noncount] : the way that 
your hands and sight work together so you are able to do 
things that require speed and accuracy (such as catching or 
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hitting a ball) • an athlete with good hand-eye coordination 
hand-fill /'h£end,ful/ noun, pi -fills 

1 [count] : an amount that you can hold in your hand ■ The 
children collected seashells by the handful. — often + of • a 
handful of strawberries 

2 [singular]: a small amount or number — often + of m Only 
a handful of people showed up for the lecture. 

3 [singular] informal : someone or something that is difficult 
to control ■ Our dog is a real handful. 

hand -gun /'h 2 end,g/\n/ noun, pi -guns [count] : a small gun 
(such as a revolver or a pistol) designed to be held and shot 
with one hand 

1 hand-held /'h£end,held/ adj, always used before a noun : de¬ 
signed to be used while being held in your hands * a hand¬ 
held movie camera 

2 handheld noun, pi -helds [count] : a small electronic de¬ 
vice or computer that fits in your hand 
hand-hold /'hsend.hould/ noun, pi -holds [count] : a place 
or part on a surface that you can hold on to with your hand 
while climbing a cliff, mountain, etc. 
hand—hold-ing /'hzend^ouldnj/ noun [noncount] : patient 
attention, support, or instruction ■ New computer users of¬ 
ten require a good deal of hand-holding. — see also hold 
hands at ‘hand 

1 handicap /'h 2 endi,k£ep/ noun, pi -caps [count] 

1 sometimes offensive : a physical or mental condition that 
may limit what a person can do : a physical or mental dis¬ 
ability ■ a mental/physical handicap Some people consider 
the word handicap offensive in this sense and prefer the 
word disability. 

2 : a problem, situation, or event that makes progress or suc¬ 
cess difficult • His shyness was a handicap in his job. 

3 golf: a number that shows a golfer’s level of skill and that 
is used to allow golfers of different abilities to compete with 
each other ■ She’s been practicing a lot and her handicap has 
gone down from 18 to 12. 

4 : a horse race in which some horses are required to carry 
more weight so that all the horses in the race will have an 
equal chance of winning 

2 handicap verb -caps; -capped; -cap.ping [+ obj\ 

1 : to make success or progress difficult for (someone) — 
usually used as (be) handicapped ■ He was handicapped by 
his extreme shyness. 

2 US : to make a judgment about the likely winner of a race 
or contest ■ handicap the horses in a race = handicap a race ■ 
It’s very hard to handicap the election at this point. 

— hand-i-cap-per /'haend^ksepa 1 / noun, pi -pers [count] 
hand-i-Capped /'haendijkaept/ adj 

1 [more most ~] sometimes offensive : having a physical or 
mental condition that limits what a person can do : having a 
handicap ■ He has been handicapped since his motorcycle 
accident. ■ physically/mentally handicapped Some people 
consider the word handicapped offensive in this sense and 
prefer disabled. 

2 : designed or reserved for disabled people • handicapped 
parking spaces ■ a handicapped entrance 

hand-i-Craft /'haend^kraeft, Brit 'h 2 endi,kra:ft/ noun, pi 
-crafts [count] 

1 : an activity that involves making something in a skillful 
way by using your hands ■ Her favorite handicraft is sewing. 

2 : an object made by skillful use of your hands — usually 
plural ■ The street is lined with vendors selling handicrafts. 

— called also handcraft 

hand-i-ly /'haendgli/ adv [more most ~] : without trouble 
: very easily ■ He won the card game handily. 
hand-i-WOrk /'h 2 endi,wak/ noun [noncount] 

1 : work that is done by using your hands ■ They admired 
the potter’s beautiful handiwork. 

2 : something done by a particular person or group ■ I think 
all of these problems are her handiwork. 

hand-ker-Chief /'haeqkatfaf/ noun, pi -chiefs also 
-chieves /'haeqkatfgfs/ [count]: a small cloth used for wip¬ 
ing your face, nose, or eyes — called also (informal) hankie 
1 han-dle /'haendl/ noun, pi han-dles [count] 

1 : a part of something that is designed to be held by your 
hand * He held the shovel by the/its handle. 1 The handles on 
the bag were tom. ■ a door handle (=the part that you turn 
with your hand to open a door] — see picture at bag; see 
also LOVE HANDLES 

2 slang : ‘nickname ■ What’s your handle ? 
fly off the handle see ‘fly 

get/have a handle on informal : to understand (something) 


■ I can’t quite get a handle on the way this machine works. ■ 
It seemed like she had a good handle on the situation. 
[=she understood the situation and was able to deal with it] 

— han-dled /'haendld/ adj — usually used in combination ■ 
a wooden -handled basket 

2 handle verb handles; han-dled; han-dling 

1 [+ obj] a : to touch, feel, hold, or move (something) with 
your hand ■ Handle the fruit carefully or it will bruise. ■ The 
baked potatoes were too hot to handle with our bare hands, 
b : to manage or control (something) with your hands • He 
knows how to handle a motorcycle. ■ He handles his motor¬ 
cycle well. ■ She learned how to handle a weapon. 

2 [+ obj]: to do the work required for (something) ■ She han¬ 
dles all the bookkeeping. • The system is handled by the main 
computer. • She’s proven that she can handle anything. ■ The 
airport handles both passenger and cargo flights. 

3 [+ obj] : to deal with (a person, situation, etc.) successfully ■ 
She couldn’t handle being away from her children for more 
than a couple of days. ■ He’s having a hard time handling the 
pressure of his new job. ■ A good politician knows how to 
handle the press. * Do you think he can handle the truth? 

4 [+ obj] : to express thoughts about (something) in a piece 
of music, writing, or art ■ The class discussed how the author 
handled [=dealt with] the theme of loneliness in the novel. 

5 [4- obj]: to be involved with the buying or selling of (some¬ 
thing) • They own a store that handles rugs. "He was arrested 
for handling stolen goods. 

6 [no obj] — used to describe how easy or difficult it is to 
control a vehicle - I’m looking for a car that handles well in 
the snow. ■ “How does his motorcycle handle ?” “It handles 
very well." 

handle yourself : to behave ■ She closely watched how the 
boys handled themselves at the ceremony. ■ She handled 
herself well under very difficult circumstances. — see also 
HANDLING 

han-dle-bar /'haendl,baa/ noun, pi -bars [count] : a 
straight or bent bar with a handle at each end that is used to 
steer a bicycle, motorcycle, etc. — usually plural ■ Keep 
both hands on the handlebars. — see picture at BICYCLE 
handlebar mustache noun, pi ~ -taches [count] : a 
thick, long mustache that curves upward at the ends 
han-dler /'haendla/ noun, pi -dlers [count] 

1 : a person who trains or controls an animal ■ a dog handler 
and breeder 

2 : a person who carries or handles something • a baggage 
handler * food handlers 

3 chiefly US : a person who guides, helps, or manages a polit¬ 
ical or public figure ■ a politician and his handlers 

han-dling /'haendlnj/ noun [noncount] 

1 a : the act of touching, feeling, holding, or moving some¬ 
thing ■ These items require careful handling, b : the way 
that someone deals with a person, event, situation, etc. — of¬ 
ten + of 9 His handling of the situation could not have been 
worse. ■ The media's handling of the tragedy has been criti¬ 
cized. 

2 : the act or process of packing and shipping something to 
someone (such as a customer) ■ There are additional charges 
for shipping and handling. 

3 : the way a vehicle moves when it is driven or ridden ■ The 
car’s handling was smooth. 

hand luggage noun [noncount] : small pieces of luggage 
that a passenger can carry onto an airplane ■ You are entitled 
to one piece of hand luggage per flight, 
hand-made /‘haend'meid/ adj : made with the hands or by 
using hand tools ■ a handmade rug ■ handmade furniture 
hand-maid /'h£end,meid/ noun, pi -maids [count] : hand¬ 
maiden 

hand-maid-en /'haend,meidp/ noun, pi -ens [count] some¬ 
what old-fashioned : a female servant or maid — usually 
used figuratively ■ He feels that government has become the 
handmaiden of corporate interests. [=the government only 
serves corporate interests] 

hand—me—down /'haendmi,daun/ adj : owned or used by 
someone else before you : secondhand — used especially 
of clothing ■ He was wearing an old, hand-me-down jacket. 

— sometimes used figuratively ■ He has some old-fashioned, 
hand-me-down notions about the role of women. 

— hand—me—down noun, pi -downs [count] ■ Her closet 
was full of hand-me-downs from her older sisters. 

hand-Off /'h£end,a:f/ noun, pi -offs [count] American foot¬ 
ball : an act of handing the ball to another player - He fum- 
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bled the ball while attempting a handoff. — s#e also hand off 
at 2 hand 

hand*OUt / l hfend,aut/ noun, pi -OUtS [count] 

1 : something (such as food, clothing, or money) that is giv¬ 
en to someone who is poor ■ He sat on the sidewalk asking 
for a handout. • The family wasn’t interested in government 
handouts. — see also hand out at 2 hand 

2 : a document that is given to people ■ The handouts had all 
the major points of his speech outlined on them. ■ advertis¬ 
ing handouts 

hand*OVer /■hgend.ouva 1 / noun [singular] : the act or pro¬ 
cess of giving control of someone or something to another 
person, country, etc. • the handover of power from the old 
government to the new government — see also hand over at 
2 hand 

hand-pick /‘hsend'pik/ verb -picks; -picked; -pick-lng [+ 

obj] 

1 : to pick (something, such as a fruit) by using your hand ■ 
They run a farm where you can handpick fresh strawberries. 
• a box of handpicked strawberries 

2 : to choose (something or someone) carefully by yourself 
instead of letting someone else do it ■ The executive hand¬ 
picked her successor. 

hand puppet noun, pi ~~ -pets [count] US : a puppet that 
fits over your hand like a glove and is moved by the fingers 
and hand of its wearer — called also (Brit) glove puppet 
hand-rail /‘hEend,reil/ noun, pi -rails [count]: a narrow bar 
placed on the side of a walkway or a flight of stairs that you 
can hold as you walk 

hand-saw /'hsendisa:/ noun, pi -saws [count] : a saw de¬ 
signed to be used with one hand 
hands down /'haendz'daun/ adv, informal 

1 : without much effort : very easily ■ She could win any 
race hands down. 

2 : without any doubt : definitely ■ It’s hands down the 
best movie of the year. 

— hands-down /'h£endz,daun/ adj, informal • the hands- 
down favorite to win 

hand-set /'hsendiset/ noun, pi -sets [count] : the part of a 
telephone that you hold near your ear and mouth for listen¬ 
ing and speaking — see picture at telephone 
hands-free adj, always used before a noun : designed to be 
used without being held in your hands ■ a hands-free cell 
phone 

hand-shake /'haendjeik/ noun, pi -shakes [count] : the 
act of grasping someone’s right hand with your right hand 
and moving it up and down : the act of shaking hands • She 
greeted him with a handshake.', also : the manner in which a 
person shakes hands • He has a firm/weak handshake. A 
handshake is often the way people greet each other, but it is 
also used when people part from each other or when they 
have made an agreement. ■ The deal was sealed with a hand¬ 
shake — see also golden handshake 
hands-off /'hsendz'dif/ adj, always used before a noun : al¬ 
lowing people to do what they want to do without bothering 
or stopping them ■ His hands-off approach to teaching allows 
students to choose the focus of their studies. 
hand-Some /'heensam/ adj hand-som-er; -est [also more 
most 

1 ; pleasing to look at : attractive • It was a handsome 
house situated on a large lot. ■ The book includes many 
handsome illustrations.; especially, of a person : having a 
pleasing appearance that causes romantic or sexual feelings 
in someone ■ a handsome face ■ I predict that someone tall, 
dark, and handsome is going to come into your life. Men 
are more frequently described as handsome than women. 
synonyms see beautiful 

2 always used before a noun : large in size or amount ■ He in¬ 
herited a handsome fortune. ■ He made a handsome profit on 
the sale of the house. ■ They made handsome [-generous] 
contributions to charity. 

3 always used before a noun : done or achieved in an impres¬ 
sive way ■ The book is a handsome tribute to a great poet. ■ 
(chiefly Brit ) She won a handsome victory in the election. 

— hand-some-ly adv ■ The book is handsomely illustrated 
with ink drawings. ■ He was handsomely [-generously] re¬ 
warded for his loyalty. — hand-some-ness noun [non¬ 
count] ■ an actor known for his rugged handsomeness 

hands-on /'hsendz^n/ adj 

1 always used before a noun a : gained by actually doing 
something rather than learning about it from books, lec¬ 
tures, etc. ■ New employees are given hours of hands-on 


training. ■ They need hands-on experience with the machin¬ 
ery. b : involving or allowing the use of your hands or 
touching with your hands • The children’s museum is full of 
hands-on displays. * hands-on activities 
2 [more most ~] : actively and personally involved in 
something (such as running a business) ■ He felt strongly that 
the staff needed a more hands-on manager. ■ She’s always 
been very hands-on when it comes to running the restaurant, 
hand-spring /'hsend,sprig/ noun, pi -springs [count] : a 
fast movement in which you jump forward or backward, 
land on your hands, swing your legs up and over your body, 
and then land on your feet ■ He did a handspring on the lawn, 
hand-stand /'hsend,stand/ noun, pi -stands [count] : the 
act of balancing on your hands with the body and legs 
straight up in the air 

hand—to—hand /'handta'hand/ adj, always before a noun 
: involving physical contact between people — used to de¬ 
scribe fighting that is done with the hands or with knives, 
clubs, etc., instead of guns, arrows, etc. • hand-to-hand com¬ 
bat 

hand—to—mouth /■handta'mauO/ adj : having only 
enough money to survive ■ After the factories closed, many 
people lived a hand-to-mouth existence. [=many people were 
poor] — see also hand to mouth at ‘hand 
hand tool noun, pi tools [count] : a small tool (such as a 
hammer or wrench) that usually does not use electricity 
hand towel noun, pi ~ -els [count]: a small towel for dry¬ 
ing your hands — see picture at bathroom 
hand-work /'handiWa-k/ noun [noncount]: work done with 
your hands and not by a machine • She wore a beaded dress 
that required many hours of handwork. 
hand-WO-ven /'hand'wouvan/ adj : woven by hand ; wo¬ 
ven using a machine (called a loom) that is not powered by 
electricity ■ handwoven cloth/fabrics 
hand—wrlng-ing /'hand|ngn]/ noun [noncount] disapprov¬ 
ing : worried talk or behavior ■ There has been a lot of silly 
hand-wringing over the latest hike in interest rates. 

— hand-wring-er /'hand^ga 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 
hand-writ-Sna / l hand,raitig/ noun, pi -Ings [count, non¬ 
count] : the way a person’s writing looks ■ Her handwriting is 
nearly impossible to read. 
handwriting (is) on the wall see ‘wall 
hand-writ-ten /'hand,ntn/ adj : written with a pen or pen¬ 
cil and not with a computer or typewriter ■ a handwritten 
note 

handy /'handi/ adj hand-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 a ; very useful or helpful ■ a handy cookbook/gadget ■ a 
handy little tool ■ The extra batteries for the flashlight came 
in handy [=were useful] when the electricity went off. b 
: near or close ■ He always liked to keep a dictionary handy, 
[-on hand, nearby] ■ (Brit) My flat is handy for [=near to] the 
underground. 

2 : clever or skillful in using your hands, doing small jobs, 
etc. • She’s handy with a needle and thread. ■ He’s handy 
around the house. 

handy-man /'handyman/ noun, pi -men /-,men/ [count] 
: a person (especially a man) who is skillful at doing small 
jobs (such as household repairs) 

handyman’s special US, informal : a house that is being 
sold at a low price because it needs many repairs 
1 hana /'hag/ verb hangs; hung /'hAg/ or in sense 3 

hanged; hang-ing 

1 a : to attach or place something so that it is held up with¬ 
out support from below [+ obj ] He hung the painting on the 
wall. ■ We hung paper lanterns from the trees. ■ My grand¬ 
mother used to hang the wash on a clothesline, [no obj] A 
photograph of her family hangs on the wall. ■ Several of her 
paintings are hanging in the Museum of Modem Art. ■ Your 
coat is hanging in the closet. • The curtains hang all the way 
(down) to the floor. — see also hang up 2 (below) b [+ obj] 
: to decorate (a surface) by hanging something (such as a 
picture) on it — usually used as (be) hung ■ The walls are 
hung with paintings. [=there are paintings hanging on the 
walls] c [+ obj] : to put (wallpaper) on a wall ■ They plan to 
hang wallpaper in the hallway. 

2 [no obj] : to be in a lowered position ■ He let his arm hang 
down into the water. ■ We hung [= leaned] over the side of the 
boat and waved. • Her hair hung loose/limply. 

3 past tense and past participle usually hanged a : to kill 
(someone) by using a rope that goes around the neck and 
holds the person’s body in the air without any support from 
below [+ obj] They will hang him in the county jailhouse. ■ 




747 


hang • hangman 


He was hanged for his crimes. ■ He hanged himself, [no obj\ 
He hanged for his crimes, b old-fashioned — used to ex¬ 
press surprise, anger, etc. ■ We need those supplies now, hang 
the cost! [=we need them no matter how much they cost] ■ I’ll 
be hanged if I’ll do anything to help him. [=1 won’t do any¬ 
thing to help him] 

4 [no obj ] : to float over a place or object for a long time ■ 
Storm clouds were hanging low overhead. ■ Smoke hung 
above the crowd. ■ The smell of perfume hung in the air 
around her. 

5 [no obj ] — used to say that a decision has not yet been 
made ■ The decision is still hanging. — see also HUNG JURY, 
HUNG PARLIAMENT 

6 [no obj ] US, informal : to be or stay somewhere for a peri¬ 
od of time without doing much ■ We were hanging [=hanging 
around/out\ at Suzee’s. 

7 [+ obj] chiefly US, informal : to make (a turn) especially 
while driving ■ Hang a right at the stoplight. 

8 [no obj ] baseball, of a pitch : to fail to curve in the desired 
way ■ a hanging curveball 

a peg to hang something on see ’peg 
hang around or Brit hang about/round [phrasal verb] infor¬ 
mal 1 hang around/about/round or hang around/about/ 
round (a place) : to be or stay in a place for a period of 
time without doing much ■ We just hung around all after¬ 
noon, listening to music. ■ They hung around the theater 
after the play was over. 2 hang around/about/round with 
(someone) : to spend time relaxing, talking, or doing 
things with (someone) ■ She hangs around with older kids. ■ 
Who does he usually hang around with 7 
hang back [phrasal verb ] 1 : to be or stay behind others ■ 
The little girl followed the older children but hung back a 
little. 2 : to be unwilling to do something because of ner¬ 
vousness, fear, etc. ■ When there’s work to be done, she 
doesn’t hang back. 

hang by a thread : to be in a very dangerous situation or 
state : to be very close to death, failure, etc. ■ The patient’s 
life was hanging by a thread. [=the patient was very close to 
dying] 

hang fire chiefly Brit: to be delayed ■ The project has been 
hanging fire for several years. ■ The decision is hanging fire, 
hang in [phrasal verb] 1 chiefly US, informal : to keep 
working or trying in a difficult situation ■ She says she’ll 
hang in until she makes the business work. ■ She did her 
best to hang in against some of the more experienced 
swimmers. — often used in the phrase hang in there ■ 
Hang in there, kid! Don’t quit! 2 hang in the air : to be in¬ 
complete or uncertain ■ The design of the new currency is 
still hanging in the air. 
hang loose see 2 loose 

hang on [phrasal verb] 1 : to keep happening or continuing 

■ He had a terrible cold that hung on all spring. 2 : to wait 
or stop briefly ■ “Can we go now?” "Hang on. I’ll be ready 
in just a minute." 3 hang on or hang on (to) (someone or 
something) : to hold or grip someone or something tightly 

■ Hang on or you’ll fall! • Hang on tight! ■ The children hung 
on his arm. ■ Hang on to your purse. 1 The children hung on 
to his arm. 4 hang on to (something) : to keep (some¬ 
thing) ■ You should hang on to those old coins; they could 
be valuable. 5 a hang on (something) : to be determined 
or decided by (something) : to depend on (something) ■ 
The decision hangs on one vote, b hang (something) on 
(something) : to base (a story, theory, etc.) on (something) 

■ There weren’t enough facts on which to hang a newspa¬ 
per story. ■ You can’t hang your case on her testimony. 6 
hang on someone’s every word : to listen very carefully or 
closely to (someone) ■ The children hung on the teacher’s 
every word. 

hang out [phrasal verb ] 1 informal : to be or stay some¬ 

where for a period of time without doing much • The gang 
hangs out at the comer store. ■ Our dog spends all his time 
hanging out [=hanging around] on the front porch. — see 
also hangout 2 hang out with (someone) informal : to 
spend time relaxing, talking, or doing something with 
(someone) : to hang around with (someone) ■ He spent a 
couple of days hanging out with his old friends. 3 hang 
(something) out or hang out (something) : to hang (some¬ 
thing wet) outside to dry ■ I hung the laundry out on the 
clothesline. ■ I hung out the sheets to dry. 4 hang (some¬ 
one or something) out to dry informal : to leave (someone 
or something) in a helpless or unprotected state • When 
things got tough, the company hung us out to dry. 
hang out your shingle see Shingle 


hang over [phrasal verb ] hang over (someone) : to be a 
threat or danger to (someone) : to cause (someone) to feel 
worried or guilty • They are glad that the deadline is no 
longer hanging over them. ■ I can’t relax with that test 
hanging over my head. [=1 can’t relax until after I take that 
test] — see also hangover 

hang tight [phrasal verb ] US, informal : to wait before doing 
anything ■ Investors are being advised to hang tight until 
the stock market rebounds. 

hang together [phrasal verb\ informal 1 : to stay with 
someone • If we just hang together a while longer, I know 
that we can work out our problems. 2 : to work in a log¬ 
ical and effective way ■ The movie starts out well, but the 
story doesn’t hang together after the first hour. 
hang tough chiefly US, informal: to keep working or trying 
to succeed in a difficult situation ■ The team hung tough 
through the whole game, but lost in the end. 
hang up [phrasal verb ] 1 hang up or hang up (something) 
or hang (something) up : to end a telephone connection by 
putting the handset on its base or by turning the telephone 
off ■ “Is he still on the phone?” “No, he hung up." • Let me 
talk to her before you hang up the phone. — often + on ■ I 
can’t believe he hung up on me! [=that he suddenly hung 
up while I was talking to him on the phone] 2 hang 
(something) up or hang up (something) : to put (some¬ 
thing) on a hook or hanger ■ Hang up your coat, please. 
— see also 'hang la (above) 3 hang up (something) in¬ 
formal : to stop doing (something) : to finish using (some¬ 
thing) for the last time — used figuratively ■ She decided to 
hang up her running shoes [=she decided to quit running] 
and to start riding her bike instead. 4 hang it up US, infor¬ 
mal : to stop doing something • After all this time, you’re 
just going to hang it up ? [= quit ] — see also HUNG UP 
hang with [phrasal verb] hang with (someone) US, informal 
1 : to spend time with (someone) ■ He’s just been hanging 
with his friends. 2 : to stay close to (someone) : to keep 
up with (someone) ■ He hung with the leaders for the first 
half of the race, but then he began to fall behind. 
hang your hat see hat 

hang your head : to have your head turned downward be¬ 
cause of shame or embarrassment ■ He hung his head in 
shame. 

let it all hang out see 'let 

thereby hangs a tale — used to suggest that there is a story 
about something that has just been mentioned ■ I realized 
where I had seen him before—and thereby hangs a tale. 

2 hang noun [singular] : the way in which something hangs ■ 
the hang of a skirt 

get the hang of informal : to learn the skills that are needed 
to do (something) ■ He was finally getting the hang of his 
job. [=he was finally beginning to understand and become 
skillful in his job] ■ She’s getting the hang of driving. 
give a hang informal : to be concerned or worried about 
something — usually used in negative statements ■ I don’t 
give a hang [=1 don’t care] what they say. 

hang*ar /■hasrja 1 / noun, pi -ars [count] : a building where 
aircraft are kept 

hang-dog /'hsei^daig/ adj [more most ~] : sad or de¬ 
pressed ■ He came home with a hangdog expression/look on 
his face. 

hang-er /'hseija/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a usually curved 
piece of metal, plastic, or wood that is used for hanging 
clothing 

hang-er—on /'hseijaicnn/ noun, pi hang-ers—on [count] 
: someone who spends a lot of time around a person, place, 
or group in order to get something (such as fame, money, or 
power) ■ a star who is always surrounded by hangers-on 

hang glider noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a small aircraft that 
consists of a metal frame covered with strong cloth and that 
is flown through the air by a person who hangs beneath it; 
also : a person who flies a hang glider 
— hang gliding noun [noncount] ■ I’ve always wanted to try 
hang gliding. 

hanging /'hasijnj/ noun, pi -ings 

1 : the act of killing someone by hanging that person from a 
rope tied around the neck [count] The hanging was sched¬ 
uled for 3 o’clock, [noncount] He was sentenced to death by 
hanging. 

2 [count] : something (such as a curtain) that is hung on a 
wall especially for decoration — often plural • There were 
several antique wall hangings in the house. 

hang-man /'hasqman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] : a 
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person whose job is to kill criminals by hanging them 
hang-nail /'haerhneil/ howh./?/ -nails [count] : a small piece 
of skin hanging loose at the side or bottom of a fingernail 
hang-OUt / l haei],aut/ noun, pi -outs [count] informal : a 
place where a person spends a lot of time • The park was 
their favorite hangout. — see also hang out at ‘hang 
hang-over /'hgerjiouva-/ noun, pi -overs [count] : a sick 
feeling or condition that comes after drinking too much al¬ 
cohol at an earlier time ■ She woke up with a hangover. 
hang time noun [noncount] US, informal : the amount of 
time that something (especially a ball that is hit, kicked, or 
thrown) remains in the air ■ He got some amazing hang time 
on that pass. 

hang-up /'haei],Ap/ noun, pi -ups [count] informal : some¬ 
thing that causes you to feel worried, afraid, embarrassed, 
etc. ■ We all have our hang-ups. — often + about ■ He has a 
lot of hang-ups about money. 

hank /'haeqk/ noun, pi hanks [count] : an amount of yam, 
thread, etc., that has been wound into a large loop or loose 
ball — compare SKEIN 

han-ker /'haegka-/ verb -kers; -kered; -ker*ing [no obj] in¬ 
formal + old-fashioned : to have a strong or constant desire 
for something ■ She is still hankering after [^longing for] a re¬ 
turn to the good old days. = She is still hankering to return to 
the good old days. ■ By the middle of the winter, they were 
hankering for a warm day. 

— hankering noun [singular] informal + old-fashioned • 
They had/felt a hankering for ice cream. ■ She had a han¬ 
kering to buy a new car. 

han-kie or han-ky /'haegki/ noun, pi -kies [count] informal 
m . HANDKERCHIEF 

han-ky—pan-ky ^haegki'pasgki/ noun [noncount] informal 

1 : sexual activity ■ We thought there was some hanky-panky 
going on between him and his secretary. 

2 : dishonest or suspicious activity ■ They accused the com¬ 
pany of financial hanky-panky. 

Ha-nuk-kah also Cha-nu-kah /'hctinaka/ noun, pi -kahs 
[count, noncount] : an eight-day Jewish holiday that is cele¬ 
brated in November or December 
hap-haz-ard ^haep'hasza-d/ adj [more most ~] : having 
no plan, order, or direction ■ We were given a haphazard 
tour of the city. ■ a haphazard procedure 

— hap-haz-ard-ly adv ■ Books and papers were scattered 
haphazardly on the desk. 

hap-less /'haeplas/ adj, always used before a noun [more 
most ~] somewhat formal + literary : having no luck : very 
unfortunate ■ She plays the hapless heroine who is unlucky 
in love. 

— hap-less-ly adv ■ the movie’s haplessly ineffectual hero 
hap-pen /'haepon/ verb -pens; -pened; -pen-ing [no obj] 

1 : to take place especially without being planned : occur ■ 
Mistakes/Accidents will happen. • Something like that was 
bound to happen sooner or later. ■ You never know what’s 
going to happen when they get together. • What happened at 
school today? • “What’s happening ?” “They’re installing new 
equipment.” 

2 not used in progressive tenses a : to do or be something by 
chance — followed by to + verb ■ The children happened to 
be asleep when we called. ■ I happened to overhear their con¬ 
versation. ■ I happen to know his brother. ■ Do you happen to 
know the way to the station? b — used with it to describe 
something that occurs by chance ■ It (so) happened that the 
children were asleep when we called. • It happened to rain 
that day. • As it happened, it rained that day. ■ It (just so) hap¬ 
pens that I know his brother. C — used to make an angry or 
forceful statement; followed by to + verb ■ The woman you've 
been looking at happens to be my wife! ■ I happen to think 
that the movie was actually very good. 

happen along or happen by [phrasal verb] US, literary + 
old-fashioned : to come to or by a place by chance ■ He 
was about to leave when his old girlfriend happened by. 
happen into [phrasal verb] happen into (a place) US : to en¬ 
ter (a place) by chance ■ She happened into the room just as 
the music started. 

happen on/upon [phrasal verb] happen on/upon (someone 
or something) literary + old-fashioned : to find or meet 
(someone or something) by chance ■ She happened on a lit¬ 
tle cottage in the woods. ■ I happened upon them at the gro¬ 
cery store. 

happen to [phrasal verb] happen to (someone or something) 
: to affect or involve (someone or something) as the result 
of an event or action ■ An odd thing happened to me on my 


way to the office last week. ■ I wonder what/whatever hap¬ 
pened to that guy. [=1 wonder where that guy has gone and 
what he has been doing]; especially : to affect (someone or 
something) in a bad or harmful way ■ I promise nothing 
will happen to you. ■ What happened to the car? There’s a 
big scratch on the fender. 

1 happening noun, pi -ings [count] : an event or occurrence 

— often plural • There were strange happenings at the inn. 
happening adj [more most ~] informal : fashionable or 

popular ■ This is quite a happening town on the weekends. 
hap-pen-Stance /'haepan.staens/ noun, pi -stances for¬ 
mal + literary : something that happens by chance [non¬ 
count] Our meeting was pure happenstance. ■ We met each 
other by happenstance, [count] It was an agreeable happen¬ 
stance that we met. 

hap-pi-ly /'haepali /adv [more most ~] 

1 : in a happy way or state ■ They have been happily married 
for 12 years. ■ The story ended happily. ■ She giggled happily. 

■ They lived happily ever after. 

2 — used to say that something good or lucky has happened 

■ Happily, no one was injured. [=1 am happy to say that no 
one was injured] 

3 : in a very willing way • He says he’ll happily [=gladly] post¬ 
pone the appointment. • We happily accept credit cards. 

hap-pi-ness /'haepinas/ noun, pi -ness-es 

1 [noncount] : the state of being happy : JOY ■ They made a 
toast to long life and happiness. ■ They found happiness to¬ 
gether. 

2 [count] somewhat formal : an experience that makes you 
happy ■ I wish them every happiness. [=1 hope that they will 
be very happy] 

hap-PV /'haepi/ adj hap-pi-er; -est 

1 a : feeling pleasure and enjoyment because of your life, 
situation, etc. ■ She was a very happy child. ■ I can see that 
you’re not happy in your work. [=1 can see that you do not 
enjoy your work] • You don’t look happy. What’s the prob¬ 
lem? ■ We’re all one big, happy family here. ■ I’d do anything 
to make/keep her happy. ■ She’s happy playing with her toys. 
= She’s happy when she plays with her toys, b : showing or 
causing feelings of pleasure and enjoyment ■ I could hear the 
children’s happy laughter in the other room. ■ She had a very 
happy childhood. ■ They’ve had a very happy marriage. ■ re¬ 
membering happier times ■ a happy event/occasion ■ I was 
glad the movie had a happy ending. C not used before a 
noun : pleased or glad about a particular situation, event, 
etc. ■ We are so happy that you were able to come to the par¬ 
ty. • They are not at all happy about the rise in taxes. ■ He’s 
not happy with the way the project is going. ■ It’s great that 
he won the scholarship. I’m very happy for him. [=1 am glad 
something good happened to him] d : very willing to do 
something — usually followed by to + verb ■ I would be hap¬ 
py to assist you. 

2 — used as part of a greeting or wish for someone on a spe¬ 
cial holiday or occasion ■ Happy birthday, Mom! ■ Happy 
Holidays! 

3 always used before a noun : lucky or fortunate ■ We were 
brought together by a series of happy accidents. ■ a happy co¬ 
incidence 

4 always used before a noun : fitting or suitable ■ a happy 
choice of words • He was a happy choice for chairman of the 
committee. 

(as) happy as a clam see ‘clam 
happy medium see ‘medium 
happy returns see 2 return 

- see also trigger-happy 

happy Camper noun, pi — -ers [count] chiefly US, informal 
: someone who is pleased or happy ■ I was one happy camper 
when I heard the news. — often used in negative statements ■ 
When she found out that the report wasn’t ready, she was 
not a happy camper. [=she was angry or upset] 
hap-py—go—lucky /.hcepigou'lAki/ adj [more most ~] 

: not worried about anything ■ He’s always been a happy-go- 
lucky guy. ■ She has a happy-go-lucky disposition, 
happy hour noun, pi ~ hours [count, noncount ]; a time at 
a bar when drinks are sold at a lower price than usual 1 Hap¬ 
py hour runs from 5:00 to 7:00. 

1 ha-rangue /ha'raeg/ noun, pi -rangues [count] : a forceful 
or angry speech ■ He delivered a long harangue about the 
evils of popular culture. 

2 harangue verb -rangues; -rangued; -rangu-ing [+ obj] 
: to speak to (someone) in a forceful or angry way : to deliv¬ 
er a harangue to (someone) - He harangued us for hours 
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about the evils of popular culture. 
ha*rass /ha'rses, 'heras/ verb -rass-es; -rassed; mass¬ 
ing [+ obj] 

1 : to annoy or bother (someone) in a constant or repeated 
way ■ She was constantly harassed by the other students. ■ He 
claims that he is being unfairly harassed by the police. ■ He 
was accused of sexually harassing his secretary. [=of making 
unwanted sexual comments to her] 

2 : to make repeated attacks against (an enemy) ■ The troops 
harrassed the defeated army throughout its retreat. 

— harassed adj [more most ~] • She looked very ha¬ 
rassed and distraught. — ha»rass»ment /ha'rsesmant, 
‘herssmant/ noun [ noncount ] ■ police harassment ■ children 
subjected to harassment by bullies ■ He was accused of 
sexual harassment. 

har*bin*ger / , haaban<&&/ noun, pi -gers [count] : some¬ 
thing that shows what is coming — usually + of • The warm 
weather is a harbinger of spring. • Is this news a harbinger of 
better days to come? • a harbinger of death/doom 
1 har»bor (US) or Brit hanbour /'haa-ba*/ noun, pi -bors 
[count] 

1 : a part of the ocean, a lake, etc., that is next to land and 
that is protected and deep enough to provide safety for ships 

2 : a place of safety and comfort : haven — often used in 
the phrase safe harbor ■ She can always find (a) safe harbor 
in her home. 

2 harbor ({/.S’) or Brit har.bour verb -bors; -bored; -bor¬ 
ing [+ obj] 

1 : to give shelter to (someone) : to hide and protect (some¬ 
one) ■ It is illegal to harbor an escaped convict. 

2 : to have (something, such as a thought or feeling) in your 
mind for a long time ■ He still harbors deep feelings of resent¬ 
ment toward his former employer. ■ I don’t harbor any illu¬ 
sions about our chances for success. ■ harbor a grudge • har¬ 
bor doubts/bittemess 

3 : to hold or contain (something) ■ She studies the genetic 
material harbored in a cell’s nucleus. ■ Some of these animals 
may harbor disease that could affect humans. 

1 hard /'hci&d/ adi hard-er; -est 

1 : very firm or solid : not easy to bend, cut, etc.: not soft ■ 
hard ground ■ a hard bench/floor/shell • hard cheese/rubber 
■ This bread is (as) hard as a rock. [=very hard] — opposite 
SOFT 

2 : physically or mentally difficult: not easy • That test was 
hard. ■ a hard task ■ hard work ■ She was asked a lot of hard 
questions. ■ We’re going to have to make some hard choices/ 
decisions. ■ It’s hard to solve this problem. = This is a hard 
problem (to solve). = This problem is hard (to solve). ■ He’s a 
hard guy to figure out. = He’s a guy who’s hard to figure out. 
= It’s hard to figure that guy out. ■ It was very hard to find a 
replacement for her. ■ Their story is hard to believe. ■ It’s 
hard not to worry about her. ■ It’s hard to tell/know what 
she’s thinking. ■ He was sentenced to five years of hard labor. 
[=time in prison spent in intense physical labor] 

3 a : difficult to experience : severe or harsh ■ He has 
learned a hard lesson. ■ It’s been a hard winter. [=a very cold 
winter with harsh weather] : having a lot of pain, trouble, or 
worries ■ She has had a very hard life. = Life has been very 
hard for her. ■ I had a hard [=tough ] day at the office. • We’ve 
been having some hard [-poor, bad] luck. Hard times are 
times when there is a lot of trouble, poverty, worry, or fail¬ 
ure. ■ She’s stuck with them through all the hard times. ■ The 
region has been experiencing some economic hard times. • 
After years of success, their business has fallen on hard 
times, b : having a harmful or destructive effect ■ His 
health has suffered from years of hard living. • This old bicy¬ 
cle has obviously gotten some hard use. 

4 : working or doing something with a lot of energy ■ She’s a 
hard [-diligent, energetic ] worker. 

5 : very forceful ■ The plane made a hard [=jarring] landing. ■ 
He hit a hard line drive past the shortstop. ■ A hard rain was 
falling. ■ He was knocked out by a hard right to the jaw. 
: quick and forceful ■ hard acceleration ■ hard braking • a 
hard left turn 

6 : done with a lot of careful thought and attention : thor¬ 
ough or intense ■ The jeweler gave the gem a long hard look. 
[=the jeweler looked at the gem very closely and carefully] ■ 
Investors are taking a very hard look at how the company 
does business. 

7 : able to be clearly seen and measured : not able to be 
questioned or doubted ■ Those are the (cold) hard facts of 
the case. ■ She is still collecting hard data on the software's 


performance. ■ It’s an interesting theory, but there is no hard 
evidence that supports it. 

8a : not seeming to care about other people or to feel kind¬ 
ness or affection • He’s a hard man. ■ a hard taskmaster • She 
has an extremely hard [= unfeeling} heart. ■ He’s as hard as 
nails. [=he’s very hard or tough] — opposite soft b : not 
gentle or friendly • hard [-harsh] words 

9 : holding extreme political views * a member of the hard 
[-far. extreme] right/left 

10 : relating to serious matters ■ They only report hard 
news. — opposite soft 

11a: containing a large amount of alcohol ■ hard liquor ■ 
the hard stuff b : containing alcohol ■ hard cider/lemonade 

12 : powerful and extremely harmful to the health ■ cocaine 
and other hard drugs — opposite SOFT 

13 of water : containing many minerals and therefore unable 
to make bubbles with soap ■ hard water — opposite soft 

14 : having clear, sharp lines ■ trying to soften the hard edges 
of the image 

15 : very bright and unpleasant ■ hard lighting • the cold, 
hard light of day 

16 : sounding like the “c” in “cold” or the “g” in “geese” ■ 
The “g” in “gorilla” is hard , but the “g” in “giant” is soft. • the 
hard “c” in “cat" — opposite SOFT 

17 informal: physically strong ■ hard [=muscular] bodies 

a hard act to follow see follow 

a hard nut (to crack) see nut 

a hard row to hoe see ‘row 

between a rock and a hard place see 2 rock 

drive a hard bargain see ‘bargain 

give (someone) a hard time : to criticize or annoy some¬ 
one ■ They gave him a hard time about quitting the team. 
hard feelings 1 <>• If you have hard feelings , you feel dis¬ 
like or anger toward someone who you think has mistreat¬ 
ed you. • She felt/had no hard feelings towards him. ■ The 
court’s decision has caused a lot of hard feelings. 2 The 
phrase no hard feelings is used in speech to say that you 
are not upset or to ask if someone else is upset. ■ “I’m sorry 
I broke our date last night.” “That’s OK; no hard feelings." 
• “So, we’re still friends, right? No hard feelings!" 
hard knocks see 2 knock 

hard of hearing : not able to hear well ■ He has become a 
little hard of hearing in his old age. 
hard on la: causing damage or strain to (something) ■ 
Reading in dim light is hard on your eyes. [=it puts a strain 
on your eyes; it is not good for them] ■ This kind of work 
can be hard on your back, b : causing stress or worry to 
(someone) • These past few months have been hard on ev¬ 
eryone, but things should get better soon. 2 : treating or 
judging (someone) in a harsh or critical way ■ Don’t be too 
hard on the boy. [=don't judge or treat the boy too harshly] 
■ She is sometimes too hard on herself. ■ There’s no need to 
be so hard on yourself—you did the best you could. 
hard up informal 1 : lacking money ■ We’re pretty hard up 
these days. 2 : having not enough of something — + for • 
She always seems to be hard up for cash. ■ He’s hard up for 
friends. [=he has few friends] 

have a hard time If you have a hard time doing some¬ 
thing or with something, it is difficult for you. ■ She’s hav¬ 
ing a hard time adjusting to college life. ■ The school has 
had a hard time recruiting substitute teachers. ■ He’s been 
having a hard time with his research paper, 
p/ay hard to get see ‘play 

the hard way : in a way that involves difficult or painful ex¬ 
periences ■ He found out the hard way that crime doesn't 
pay. [=he found out by being punished for his crimes] ■ She 
insisted on doing things the hard way. 

2 hard adv hard-er; -est 

1 : with a lot of effort or energy ■ You have to work hard in 
order to succeed. ■ I know how hard she tried. ■ She ran as 
hard as she could. ■ working/studying/fighting hard ■ We’ve 
thought long and hard about this problem. 4- If you are hard 
at work (on something) you are doing work with a lot of ef¬ 
fort and energy. ■ You shouldn’t disturb her while she’s hard 
at work. ■ We're hard at work on the new project. 

2 : in a very forceful way ■ He hit the ball hard. • a hard-hit 
ball ■ The ball hit him hard on the wrist. ■ He pressed his nose 
hard against the window. » swallowing hard • She pushed 
hard against the door, but it wouldn't open. ■ The wind was 
blowing hard. ■ The snow/rain came down hard. ■ The dog 
bit down hard on the thief's hand. : in a loud and forceful 
way ■ She was breathing hard. ■ laughing/crying hard If 
you are hit hard or hard hit by something or if something hits 
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you hard, it affects you powerfully in a very painful or 
shocking way. ■ His business was hit hard by the recession. ■ 
Her sudden death hit them hard. If you take something 
hard you are very upset or hurt by it. ■ She took it hard [=she 
was very upset] when he left. ■ We took the defeat hard. 

3 a : in a very direct and intense way • He looked hard into 
her eyes, b : in an extreme or complete way ■ He fell hard 
for the girl next door. 
die hard see ‘die 

hard by old-fashioned : next to ■ The school stood hard by a 
church. 

hard done by Brit : treated harshly or unfairly ■ He felt very 
hard done by when he was laid off after many years of 
faithful service. 

hard on the heels of see ‘heel 
hard-and-fast Aha&dn'fcest, Brit ^aidij'faist/ ad] — used 
to say that something (such as a rule) cannot be changed ■ a 
hard-and-fast rule 

hard—ass /'haa-d^s/ noun, pi -ass*es [count] chiefly US, 
informal + impolite : a very tough person who treats other 
people harshly ■ He has a reputation for being a hard-ass. 

— hard-assed /'haad,£est/ adj [more most ~] ■ a hard- 
assed cop/joumalist 

hard-back /■haad.bsek/ noun, pi -backs : hardcover 
[count] The store sells only hardbacks, [noncount] The book 
is sold only in hardback. • a hardback edition 
hard-ball /'haad.ba.i/ noun [noncount] chiefly US, informal 

1 : BASEBALL 

2 : forceful and sometimes dishonest methods used to get 
something you want — often used after play • He’s not afraid 
to play political hardball. [=to use tough and perhaps dishon¬ 
est methods to meet a political goal] ■ hardball tactics/poli¬ 
tics 

hard—bit-ten /■haad'bitp/ adj [more most ~] : tough 
and experienced ■ hard-bitten journalists ■ a hard-bitten cyn¬ 
ic/skeptic 

hard-boiled /'haad'bojald/ adj 

1 of an egg : boiled until all the inside parts have become sol¬ 
id ■ hard-boiled eggs — compare soft-boiled 

2 a [more most ~]: not feeling or showing emotions such 
as affection or kindness : emotionally tough ■ a hard-boiled 
detective b chiefly US : having a tough detective as the 
main character ■ a hard-boiled novel ■ hard-bo 'ded fiction 

hard-bound /'haad^aund/ adj \ chiefly US, of a book : hav¬ 
ing a stiff or hard cover ■ hardbound books [=hardcovers] 

— compare softbound 

hard candy noun, pi ~~ -dies [count, noncount] : a small, 
hard piece of candy with a sweet and usually fruity flavor — 
called also {Brit) boiled sweet 

hard cash noun [noncount] : money that a person has and 
can use immediately : money in the form of bills and coins 
rather than checks or credit cards ■ He wanted hard cash for 
his watch. 

hard—Charging adj [more most ~] US : very aggressive, 

determined, or ambitious : hard-driving ■ a hard-charging 
young executive 

hard— COOked adj, US : HARD-BOILED 1 ■ hard-cooked eggs 
hard copy noun, pi ~~ cop-ies [count] computers : a print¬ 
ed copy of a document ■ print a hard copy of the report 
hard core noun [singular] : a small number of very active 
and enthusiastic members of a group : the most devoted and 
active members of a group ■ He knows that he can count on 
the support of a hard core of party loyalists, 
hard-core /'haad'ko zt! adj [more most ~] 

1 : very active and enthusiastic ■ He knows that he can count 
on his hard-core supporters. ■ hard-core fans 

2 : showing or describing sex acts very openly ■ hard-core 
pornography — compare soft-core 

hard-COV-er /'haad'kAva/ noun, pi -ers US : a book that 
has stiff or hard covers [count] She bought several hardcov¬ 
ers. [noncount] His first novel was published in hardcover 
last spring. — often used before another noun • the book’s 
hardcover [= hardbound] edition — called also hardback', 
compare paperback, softcover 
hard currency noun,pi ~ -cies [count, noncount] : money 
that comes from a country with a strong government and 
economy and that is not likely to lose its value 
hard disk noun, pi ~~ disks [count] computers : a disk that 
is not flexible and that is used to store computer data ■ Re¬ 
member to save the file to your hard disk. — compare flop¬ 
py DISK, HARD DRIVE 


hard-drinking adi [more most —] — used to describe a 

person who often drinks a lot of alcohol ■ He had a troubled 
relationship with his violent, hard-drinking father, 
hard drive noun, pi ~~ drives [count] computers : a device 
that is used for storing computer data and that contains one 
or more hard disks ■ an external hard drive 
hard—driv-ing /'haad'drarvig/ adj [more most ~]: very 

aggressive, determined, or ambitious ■ a hard-driving busi¬ 
nesswoman/entrepreneur 

hard-earned adj [more most ~] : achieved or acquired 
through a lot of effort or hard work ■ Someone stole all her 
hard-earned money. ■ a hard-earned victory 
hard-edged /’haad'ecfod/ adj [more most ~] : having a 
tough or sharp quality ■ Critics have praised her hard-edged 
satire. ■ hard-edged realism • a hard-edged campaigner 
hard-en /'haad n/verb -ens; -ened; -en-ing 

1 : to become hard or firm or to make (something) hard or 
firm [no obj ] It will take several hours for the concrete to 
harden (into a solid block). • The gel hardens quickly. ■ The 
presence of certain substances in the blood can cause the ar¬ 
teries to harden. [+ obj] These additives are designed to 
harden the steel. • substances that can harden the arteries 

2 : to become more definite and strongly felt or to make 
(something) more definite and strongly felt [no obj] Opposi¬ 
tion to the government has hardened as news of further 
scandals has leaked out. [+ obj] The news has hardened op¬ 
position to the government. 

3 [+ obj]: to make (someone) hard : to make (someone) less 
emotional and less likely to feel sorry for other people ■ He 
had been hardened by his years of military service. 

4 [no obj ]: to begin to be or seem harsh, angry, serious, etc. ■ 
Her voice/manner hardened as she spoke of her determina¬ 
tion to win. 

harden your heart If you harden your heart or if some¬ 
thing hardens your heart, you stop having kind or friendly 
feelings for someone. • She hardened her heart against him. 

— hard-en-er /'haadna/ noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a metal 
hardener — hardening noun [noncount] ■ hardening of the 
arteries 

hardened adj [more most ~] 

1 — used to describe something that has become hard ■ 
hardened arteries ■ a hardened patch of skin 

2 : very tough because of harsh experiences : not having the 
kind of emotions (such as fear, sorrow, etc.) that most peo¬ 
ple feel in difficult or dangerous situations • a hardened 
criminal ■ It’s so dangerous that even hardened journalists 
won’t go there. ^ If you become hardened to something, 
you are no longer saddened or shocked when you see or ex¬ 
perience it. ■ New doctors quickly become hardened to the 
terrible injuries suffered by accident victims. 

hard—eyed /'haad.aid/ adj [more most ~] : looking at 
things in a very critical way without emotion ■ a hard-eyed 
realist ■ hard-eyed scrutiny 
hard-fought adj [more most ~] 

1 : requiring a lot of effort or hard work ■ He won a hard- 
fought campaign for reelection. 

2 : achieved or acquired through a lot of effort or hard work 
■ a hard-Jought [=hard-eamed] victory/triumph 

hard hat noun, pi ~~ hats [count] : a hat that is worn by 
workers at a building site to protect their heads from falling 
objects — see picture at HAT 
hard-head-ed /'haad'hedod/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not willing to change ideas or opinions : very stubborn ■ 
He was always hardheaded about getting his way. ■ a hard- 
headed old man 

2 : having or involving careful and practical thoughts and 
ideas that are not influenced by emotions : practical and re¬ 
alistic ■ We need to take a more hardheaded approach to 
these problems. ■ She gave him some hardheaded advice. ■ a 
hardheaded judgment/analysis 

— hard*head-ed*ly adv ■ dealing hardheadedly with the 
facts — hard*head*ed*ness noun [noncount] • the hard- 
headedness of the old man 

hard—heart*ed /'haad'haatad/ adj [more most ~]: hav¬ 

ing or showing no kindness or sympathy for other people ■ a 
hard-hearted businessman • a hard-hearted decision 

— hard—heart*ed*ness noun [noncount] 

hard—hit*ting /'haa'hitii}/ adj [more most ~] : very ef¬ 

fective or forceful ■ a hard-hitting interview/documentary ■ a 
hard-hitting [ ^aggressive ] investigative reporter 
hard line noun [singular] : a strict and forceful way of be¬ 
having when you are dealing with other people — usually 
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used after take • She is known for taking a hard line with ter¬ 
rorists. [=for dealing with terrorists in a forceful way] • The 
government has taken a hard line in treaty negotiations. 

— hard-line /'haa-d'lam/ adj ■ a hard-line [=very strict] con¬ 
servative — hard—linger /'ha^'laina/ noun, pi -ers [count] 
■ conservative/liberal hard-liners 

hard—IllCk /'ha^d,lAk/ ad), always used before a noun 

1 : of or relating to bad luck • a hard-luck story 

2 chiefly US : experiencing or having bad luck • He was the 
hard-luck [-unlucky] loser of last night’s match. 

hard»lv /'haa-dli/ adv 

1 a : barely, scarcely — used to say that something was 
almost not possible or almost did not happen • She could 
hardly bear to look at him. ■ I could hardly believe my eyes, 
[—it was difficult to believe what I was seeing] • I can hardly 
believe it! ■ She was hardly able to control her excitement, 
b : almost not at all ■ We hardly knew them. • It hardly mat¬ 
ters what I think. • The changes in service have hardly been 
noticed. C : almost not ■ There are hardly any new features 
in this software. ■ Hardly anyone showed up for the meeting. 

■ Hardly a day goes by when I don’t think about you. d — 
used to say that something reached a specifed condition or 
happened only a short time before ■ I had hardly [-barely] ar¬ 
rived when the telephone rang. 

2 : certainly not ■ The news is hardly surprising. = The news 
is hardly a surprise. [=the news is not surprising at all] • This 
is hardly a new idea for a movie. • ‘‘Is this a new idea for a 
movie?” “ HardlyX I’ve seen dozens of movies just like it." 
hardly ever see ever 

hard-neSS /'haa'dnas/ noun [noncount] : the quality or state 
of being hard ■ the hardness of a diamond ■ The wood’s hard¬ 
ness makes it suitable for carving. ■ There was a hardness 
[= toughness ] in her voice I hadn’t heard before, 
hard-nosed /'haa'd'nouzd/ adj [more —; most ~] 

1 : very tough ■ She can be very hard-nosed in her business 
dealings. ■ a hard-nosed football player 

2 : not influenced by emotions : practical and realistic 
: hardheaded ■ hard-nosed science/realism • a hard-nosed 
analysis 

hard—OH / l haa , d I a:n/ noun, pi -ons [count] impolite : an 
erection of the penis 

hard-pressed /'haa'd'prcst/ adj [more most ~] 

1 — used to say that it is difficult to do something; followed 
by to + verb • You would be hard-pressed to find a better solu¬ 
tion. (=it would be difficult to find a better solution] • He was 
hard-pressed to prove the claims he’d made. 

2 : in a bad situation because you do not have enough mon¬ 
ey, time, etc. ■ a financially hard-pressed public school sys¬ 
tem ■ hard-pressed nations/voters/farmers — sometimes + 
for ■ families that are hard-pressed for time/money ■ He’s 
hard-pressed for space I=he does not have much space] in his 
new apartment. 

hard put adj [more most ~]: hard-pressed — used to 
say that it is difficult to do something; followed by to + verb ■ 
He was hard put to describe their musical style. [=it was diffi¬ 
cult for him to describe their musical style] ■ I would be hard 
put to find an explanation. — sometimes used in the phrase 
hard put to it • She was hard put to it to say what the story was 
about. [=she found it hard to say what the story was about] 
hard rock noun [noncount] : loud rock music that has a 
heavy regular beat — compare soft rock 
hard rocker noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : someone who plays 
or performs hard rock 

hard science noun, pi ~~ -ences [count, noncount] : a sci¬ 
ence (such as chemistry, physics, or astronomy) that deals 
with things that can be observed and measured 

- hard scientist noun, pi — ist [count] 
hard-scrab-ble /’haa'd.skraebal/ adj [more —; most ~] US 

1 : having poor soil ■ a hardscrabble farm • hardscrabble 
prairies 

2 : having harsh and difficult conditions because of poverty 

■ a hardscrabble childhood ■ He lived a hardscrabble life. • a 
hardscrabble cotton town 

hard sell noun [singular] 

1 : an aggressive way of selling something — usually used 
with the • He gives every customer the hard sell. — compare 
SOFT SELL 

2 US : something that is difficult to sell: something that oth¬ 
ers are not willing or likely to accept ■ Such an expensive 
project will be a hard sell during these slow economic times. 

hard-ship /■ho^dj’ip/ noun, pi -ships 
1 [noncount] : pain and suffering ■ He had suffered through 


considerable/great hardship. • The city has been experienc¬ 
ing a period of financial/economic hardship. 

2 [count] : something that causes pain, suffering, or loss • 
They had to endure the hardships of life on the frontier, 
hard shoulder noun,pi ~~ -ders [count] Brit : *shoulder 
5 

hard-top / , ha3‘d 1 ta:p/ noun, pi -tops [count] : a car that has 
a metal top which cannot be removed — compare con¬ 
vertible 

hard»ware /'baa'd,we»/ noun [noncount] 

1 : things (such as tools or parts of machines) that are made 
of metal ■ a hardware store 

2 : equipment used for a particular purpose • military hard¬ 
ware (=guns, tanks, etc.]; especially : computer equipment • 
She bought some new hardware for her system. — compare 
SOFTWARE 

hard-wearing adj [more most ~] Brit : lasting for a long 
time : durable ■ hard-wearing boots 
hard-wired /'haad,wajad/ adj ' having permanent elec¬ 
tronic circuits and connections • a hardwired network — of¬ 
ten used figuratively ■ Humans are hardwired for speech. = 
Speech is hardwired in/into the human brain. ■ Mothers are 
hardwired to protect their children, 
hard—WOP /'haad'wAn/ adj [more most ~] : hard- 
earned • a hard-won victory ■ our hard-won reputation for 
quality 

hard-WOOd /'haa^wud/ noun, pi -woods 

1 [count, noncount] : the wood of a tree (such as an oak or 
maple) that is heavy and hard ■ They used expensive hard¬ 
woods for the flooring. — often used before another noun ■ 
hardwood floors 

2 [count] : a tree that produces hardwood • oaks, maples, 
and other hardwoods — often used before another noun ■ 
hardwood forests — compare softwood 

hard-work-ing /'haad'wakirj/ adj [more most ~]: using 

a lot of time and energy to do work : industrious • a hard¬ 
working young woman I=a young woman who works hard] 
har-dy /'haadi/ adj har-di-er; -est 

1 : able to live through difficult conditions (such as a cold 
winter or a drought) ■ a hardy rose ■ the hardiest plants/ani¬ 
mals 

2 : strong and able to accept difficult or unpleasant condi¬ 
tions ■ Most of the soldiers were hardy young men. ■ Hardy 
fans stuck with the team through good times and bad. ■ Only 
the hardiest pilgrims made the journey. 

— har-di-ness /'haadinas/ noun [noncount] • the hardiness 
of the rose ■ cattle bred for hardiness 

1 hare /'hea/ noun, pi hares also hare [count] : a fast animal 
that resembles a rabbit 

2 hare verb hares; hared; har-ing [no obj]Brit, informal : to 
run or go very quickly ■ He came haring round the comer at 
top speed. 

hare-brained /'hea'bremd/ adj [more most ~] informal 
: very silly or foolish ■ a harebrained scheme/idea/plan 
hare-lip /'hea'lip/ noun, pi -lips [count] old-fashioned + of¬ 
ten offensive : cleft lip 
har-em /'heram/ noun, pi -ems [count] 

1 a : a house or part of a house in which the women of a 
Muslim household live b : the women who live in a harem 
in a Muslim household 

2 informal : a group of women who are associated with one 
man ■ the pop star and his harem 

har-i-COt bean /'hen,kou-/ noun, pi ~ beans [count] Brit 
: NAVY BEAN 

hark /'haak/ verb harks; harked; hark-ing [no obj] old- 
fashioned + literary : listen — usually used as a command ■ 
“ Hark. I hear a rustling of the leaves.” —H. D. Thoreau, 
Walden (1854) ■ "Hark, she speaks!" —Shakespeare, Macbeth 
(1605-06) 

hark back to [phrasal verb] hark back to (something) 1 : to 
return to or remember (something in the past) • He always 
harks back to the good old days of his youth. 2 : to look 
or seem like (something in the past) ■ The movie has a style 
that harks back to the golden age of Hollywood, 
har-le-quin /'haalikwan/ noun, pi -quins [count] 

1 : a pattern of diamond-shaped figures of different colors 

— usually used before another noun ■ fabric decorated with 
a harlequin pattern ■ harlequin ice cream 

2 or Harlequin : a comic character in old stories and plays 
who wears a mask and colorful clothes with a diamond pat¬ 
tern 
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har-lot /'haa^at/ noun, pi -lots [count] old-fashioned + disap- 
proving : prostitute 

1 harm /'haaro/ noun [noncount\ : physical or mental damage 
or injury : something that causes someone or something to 
be hurt, broken, made less valuable or successful, etc. ■ No 
harm was done. ■ I never meant to do/cause you any harm. 
[=1 never meant to harm/hurt you in any way] • They threat¬ 
ened him with bodily harm. ■ The scandal has done irrepara¬ 
ble/lasting/great harm to his reputation. ■ I want to be sure 
that no harm will come to her. = I want to be sure that she 
won't come to any harm. [=that she won’t be hurt in any 
way] ■ She'll do anything to protect her children from harm. ■ 
They have suffered serious physical/psychological harm. ■ 
These new regulations could cause lasting harm to small 
businesses. ■ He claims that he didn’t mean any harm. [=that 
he didn’t mean to hurt or bother anyone] ■ What's the harm 
in letting her leave early? = I don’t see any harm in letting 
her leave early. = There’s no harm in letting her leave early. 
[=letting her leave early will not hurt anyone or cause a bad 
result] ■ He thinks the treatment may do more harm than 
good. [=be more harmful than helpful] 
harm ’s way : a dangerous place or situation ■ As a war cor¬ 
respondent, she never hesitated to put herself in harm's 
way. ■ The soldiers were sent into harm’s way. ■ The tug 
towed the sailboat out of harm’s way. 
no harm done informal — used to tell someone that no 
apology or concern is necessary because no damage has 
been done ■ “I’m so sorry about forgetting to call earlier." 
“That's OK. No harm done." 

2 harm verb harms; harmed; harm-ing [+ obj] : to cause 
hurt, injury, or damage to (someone or something) : to 
cause harm to (someone or something) ■ He would never in¬ 
tentionally harm his children. ■ She is trying to destroy weeds 
without harming [-damaging ] her crops. • chemicals that 
could harm the environment ■ The scandal has seriously 
harmed his reputation, synonyms see injure 
harm-fill /'haarofal/ adj [more most ~]: causing or capa¬ 
ble of causing damage or harm ■ The chemical kills harmful 
[=dangerous ] bacteria. ■ They claim that the drug has no 
harmful [ =bad\ side effects. — often + to ■ These conditions 
can be harmful to plant/animal life. 

— harm-fuMy adv- harm-ful-ness noun [ noncount ] 
harm-leSS /'haamlas/ adj [more most ~] : not causing 

harm : unable to cause harm : not dangerous ■ a harmless 
snake ■ His ideas seem harmless enough. : not meant to 
cause harm or offense ■ We’re just having a bit of harmless 
fun. ■ It was just a harmless joke. — sometimes + to ■ These 
chemicals are deadly to insects but they are supposed to be 
harmless to animals and people. 

— harm-less-ly adv ■ The incident began harmlessly enough 
but soon escalated into a riot. — harm-less-ness noun 
[noncount] 

har-mon-ic /ha^maimk/ a^j, technical : of or relating to 
musical harmony rather than melody or rhythm ■ two differ¬ 
ent harmonic styles 

— har-mon-i-cal-ly /haa'marmkli/ adv ■ a piece that is har¬ 
monically simple but melodically complex 

har-mon-i-ca 

/haa'maimka/ noun, pi 
-cas [count] : a small mu¬ 
sical instrument that is 
played with your mouth 4- 
A harmonica has many 
small openings that pro¬ 
duce different sounds 
when air is blown or 
sucked through them, 
har-mo-ni-ous /haa'mounijas/ adj [more most ~] 

1 music : having a pleasing mixture or combination of notes 
■ a harmonious song ■ harmonious voices 

2 : having parts that are related or combined in a pleasing 
way ■ The living room was decorated in harmonious colors. ■ 
a harmonious combination of flavors 

3 : not experiencing disagreement or fighting ■ a harmonious 
family ■ The two countries have maintained a harmonious 
(=friendly and peaceful] relationship for many years. • har¬ 
monious relations 

— har-mo-ni-ous-ly adv ■ Their voices blended together 
harmoniously. ■ flavors/colors blending with each other 
harmoniously • people living together harmoniously — har- 
mo-ni-ous-ness noun [noncount] ■ the harmoniousness 
of their voices 


har-mo-nize also Brit har-mo-nise /'ha»m3,najz/ verb 
-niz-es; -nlzed; -niz-ing 

1 [no obj] : to play or sing different musical notes that sound 
pleasing together : to play or sing in harmony ■ A group of 
singers were harmonizing on the street corner. 

2 [no obj] : to be combined or go together in a pleasing way 
: to be in harmony ■ The flavors harmonize (with one anoth¬ 
er) beautifully. ■ Their beliefs did not always harmonize. 

3 [+ obj]: to cause (two or more things) to be combined or to 
go together in a pleasing or effective way ■ The singers har¬ 
monized their voices beautifully. ■ a recipe that harmonizes 
flavors from different parts of the world ■ The background 
music is not harmonized with the action on-screen. 

- har-mo-ni-za-tion also Brit har-mo-ni-sa-tion 
/ihaamana'zeifan, Brit ,ha:m3,nai , zeij’3n/ noun [noncount] 

har-ITIO-ny /'haamani/ noun, pi -nies 

1 : the combination of different musical notes played or 
sung at the same time to produce a pleasing sound [non¬ 
count] She taught him how to sing harmony. (=how to sing 
notes that combined with other notes in a pleasing way] — 
often used after in • She taught him to sing in harmony. ■ 
They sang in perfect harmony, [count] a song with compli¬ 
cated harmonies and rhythms 

2 [singular] : a pleasing combination or arrangement of dif¬ 
ferent things ■ a harmony of flavors/colors When things 
are in harmony or when one thing is in harmony with some¬ 
thing else, they go together well or they agree with each oth¬ 
er very well. ■ Every part was moving in perfect harmony. ■ 
The two machines are linked and working in harmony. ■ 
That principle is not in harmony with our ideals. When 
people are in harmony or in harmony with each other, they 
live together in a peaceful and friendly way. ■ She lives in 
harmony with her neighbors. 4- To bring something into har¬ 
mony with something else is to change it so that it agrees 
with or matches something else. ■ Our proposal has been re¬ 
vised to bring it into harmony with their requirements. 
When things are out of harmony or when one thing is out of 
harmony with something else, they do not agree or combine 
well. ■ The modem furnishings seem out of harmony with the 
Victorian architecture. ■ The governor’s statement is totally 
out of harmony with the mayor’s earlier comments. 

1 har-ness /'haanas/ noun, pi -ness-es [count] 

1 : a set of straps that are placed on an animal (such as a 
horse) so that it can pull something heavy 

2 : a set of straps that are used to connect a person to some¬ 
thing (such as a parachute or a seat) ■ The pilot strapped 
himself into his harness before takeoff. ■ a safety harness 

in harness Brit: working at a job : on duty ■ I was back in 
harness on Monday, handling paperwork at my desk. 
2 harness verb -nesses; -nessed; -ness-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to put a harness on (an animal) ■ harness the horses b 
: to attach (an animal) to something with a harness ■ The 
horses were harnessed to the wagon. 

2 : to use (something) for a particular purpose ■ Engineers 
are finding new ways to harness the sun’s energy to heat 
homes. ■ The company is harnessing technology to provide 
better service to its customers. ■ They harnessed the power of 
the waterfall to create electricity. ■ harness anger to fight in¬ 
justice 

3 : to connect or join (things) together - She harnessed sever¬ 
al computers (together) to work as one large computer. 

harness racing noun [noncount] US : the sport of racing 
two-wheeled carts that are pulled by horses 
1 harp /'haap/ noun, pi harps [count] : a musical instrument 
that has strings stretched across a large open frame and that 
is played with your fingers ■ pluck/play a harp — see picture 
at STRINGED INSTRUMENT 

- harp-ist /■haapist/ noun, pi -ists [count] ■ a talented 
harpist 

2 harp verb harps; harped; harp-ing 

harp at [phrasal verb] harp at (someone) US, informal : to 
tell (someone) constantly or repeatedly to do something ■ 
My mother was always harping at me to clean my room. 
harp on [phrasal verb] US harp on (something) or Brit harp 
on about (something) informal : to talk about (a subject) 
constantly or repeatedly in an annoying way ■ She’s always 
harping on the importance of a good diet. ■ He seems to en¬ 
joy harping on my shortcomings, 
har-poon /haa^puin/ noun, pi -poons [count] : a long 
weapon used especially for hunting large fish or whales 

- harpoon /haa'puin/ verb -poons; -pooned; -poon- 
ing [+ obj] ■ They harpooned the whale. [=killed the whale 
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with a harpoon] — har-poon-er noun, pi -ers [count] 
harp-si-chord /'haaps^kosd/ noun, pi -chords [count]: a 
musical instrument that is similar to a piano but with strings 
that are plucked rather than struck — see picture at key¬ 
board 

— harp-si-chord-ist /'haaps^koadist/ noun, pi -ists 
[count] • a famous harpsichordist 

har-py /'ha^pi/ noun, pi -pies [count] 

1 Harpy : an evil creature in Greek mythology that is part 
woman and part bird 

2 : an angry and unpleasant woman : shrew 
har-ri-dan /'heradan/ noun, pi -dans [count] old-fashioned 

+ literary : an angry and unpleasant woman : harpy, 
shrew 

har-ried /'herid/ adj [more —; most ~] : bothered by many 
problems or worries : very worried or anxious ■ harried 
shoppers/travelers 

har-ri-er /'herija 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a type of hawk 
har-row-ing /'herowiq/ adj [more most ~] : very painful 
or upsetting ■ She gives a harrowing account/description of 
her battle with cancer. ■ They managed to escape after sever¬ 
al harrowing encounters with the enemy. ■ a harrowing or¬ 
deal/experience 

— har-row-ing*ly adv ■ a harrowingly honest description 
har-rumph /ha'rAmf/ verb -rumphs; -rumphed; 

-rumph-ing informal : to say (something) in a disapproving 
or complaining way — used to suggest that the person who 
is speaking is very serious, pompous, etc. [+ obj] "These 
charges are absurd,” he harrumphed, [no obj ] They stood 
around harrumphing about the current state of politics. 
harsh /'haaj/ adj harsh-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 a : unpleasant and difficult to accept or experience • The 
climate there is very harsh. • We’ve had an extremely harsh 
winter. ■ a harsh environment ■ It’s time for her to face the 
harsh realities of this situation. ■ The accident serves as a 
harsh reminder of the importance of wearing a seat belt, b 
: having an unpleasant or harmful effect because of great 
strength or force : too intense or powerful ■ harsh colors • a 
harsh [=shrilt] whistle/voice • The lighting in the room was 
very harsh. ■ harsh chemicals/detergents 

2 a : severe or cruel : not kind • harsh discipline ■ a harsh 
disciplinarian ■ The state has established harsh penalties for 
drug dealers. ■ She has been criticized for her harsh treat¬ 
ment of his students. • He was sentenced to a harsh prison 
term, b : very critical : strongly negative ■ He had harsh 
words for his opponent. ■ harsh language ■ She has faced 
some extremely harsh criticism. ■ He has been one of her 
harshest critics. 

— harsh-ly adv [more most ~] ■ She promised to deal 
harshly with all criminals. ■ He treats his students harshly. ■ 
The room was harshly lit. — harsh-ness noun [noncount] 

hart /'haat/ noun, pi harts [count] chiefly Brit : a male deer 
: stag; especially : a male red deer — compare 2 hind 
1 har-vest /'haavast/ noun, pi -vests [count] 

1 : the season when crops are gathered from the fields or the 
activity of gathering crops ■ The beginning of the harvest var¬ 
ies from year to year. • It is time for the harvest. ■ harvest time 

2 : the amount of crops that are gathered • They prayed for a 
bountiful harvest. - We had enormous harvests of corn this 
year.; also : the amount of a natural product gathered in a 
single season ■ the salmon/timber harvest — sometimes used 
figuratively ■ The government will reap a bitter harvest of 
discontent [=many people will be extremely unhappy and 
angry] if it fails to meet the people’s needs. 

2 harvest /'haavast/ verb -vests; -vest-ed; -vest-ing [+obj] 

1 : to gather (a crop) ■ It is time to harvest the wheat. 

2 : to gather or collect (something) for use ■ They want to 
harvest timber in these woods. — sometimes used figurative¬ 
ly ■ She has harvested the rewards/fruits of her labors. 

har-vest-er /'haavasta/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who gathers crops or other natural products 

2 : a large machine that is used for harvesting crops 
harvest moon noun [singular ]: the full moon in autumn 
has see have 

has-been /'h 2 ez,bin/ noun, pi -beens [count] informal : a 
person who is no longer popular or successful ■ They called 
him a washed-up old has-been. ■ a famous child actor who 
had become a has-been at 25 — often used before another 
noun ■ a has-been singer 

1 hash /'haejv verb hash-es; hashed; hash-ing 

hash out [phrasal verb] US, informal hash out (something) 
or hash (something) out 1 or hash over (something) or 


hash (something) over : to talk about (something) ■ The 
detectives hashed out their theories about who committed 
the murder. ■ They’ve spent quite a bit of time hashing over 
the problem. • We need to sit down and hash things out. 
[=talk about things; discuss the situation] 2 a : to find (a 
solution) by talking ■ Their lawyers hashed out a resolu¬ 
tion. b : to solve (a problem) by talking ■ We were finally 
able to hash out our differences. 

2 hash noun, pi hashes [count, noncount] : a dish of chopped 
meat mixed with potatoes and baked or fried • corned beef 
hash 

make a hash of informal : to ruin (something) by making 
many mistakes - He made a hash of the whole project! 

- compare 3 hash, 4 hash 

3 hash noun [noncount] informal : hashish — compare 
2 hash, “hash 

4 hash noun, pi hashes [count] Brit : 3 pound — compare 
2 hash, 3 hash 

hash browns noun [plural] : boiled potatoes that have 
been cut up, mixed with chopped onions and fat, and fried 
until brown — called also hash brown potatoes, hashed 
brown potatoes, hashed browns 

hash-ish /'haejiij, hse a /i:J'/ noun [noncount] : an illegal drug 
that comes from the hemp plant and that is usually smoked 
or chewed 

hash sign noun, pi ~ signs [count] Brit : 3 pound 
hasn’t /'hsezpt/ — used as a contraction of has not • The 
mail hasn Y arrived yet. 

hasp /'hzesp, Brit 'ha:sp/ noun, pi hasps [count] : a device 
that is used to fasten a door, lid, etc. A hasp is a metal 
strap that fits over a metal loop and is held by a pin or lock. 

1 has-sle /'hsesal/ verb has-sles; has-sled; has-sling in¬ 
formal 

1 [+ obj] : to bother or annoy (someone) constantly or re¬ 
peatedly ■ Other kids were always hassling her because she 
was overweight. ■ I’m sick of being hassled by telemarketers. 

2 [no obj] US : to argue or fight ■ I don’t have time to hassle 
with you about this! Just do what I tell you to do! 

2 hassle noun, pi hassles [count] informal 

1 : something that is annoying or that causes trouble ■ All 
this paperwork is a hassle. ■ They’ve had to deal with flight 
delays and all of the other hassles of holiday travel. ■ Cook¬ 
ing is too much of a hassle tonight. [=it is too much trouble; I 
do not have enough time, energy, etc., to do it] 

2 US : a fight or argument ■ He got into a hassle with his 
landlord. 

has-SOCk /'hsesak/ noun, pi -socks [count] 

1 : a cushion that you kneel on while praying 

2 US : a cushion or soft stool that is used as a seat or for rest¬ 
ing your feet • a sofa and hassock [=(more commonly) otto¬ 
man] 

haste /'heist/ noun [noncount] : speed of motion or action 
: quickness or eagerness that can result in mistakes • The ap¬ 
plication had been approved with undue haste. — often used 
with in - He left in haste [-hurriedly, in a hurry], so I didn’t get 
a chance to talk to him. - She sent the letter in haste and later 
regretted it. ■ In their haste to leave for the airport, they for¬ 
got their passports. 

haste makes waste US — used to say that doing something 
too quickly causes mistakes that result in time, effort, ma¬ 
terials, etc., being wasted 

make haste old-fashioned : to move, act, or go quickly 
: HURRY ■ "You will be too late, if you do not make haste." 
—Jane Austen, Persuasion (1817) 
has-ten /'heisn /verb has-tens; has-tened; has-ten-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to cause (something) to happen more quickly ■ A 
factory was built, hastening [=accelerating] the town’s 
growth. • His death was hastened by alcohol abuse. 

2 [no obj] old-fashioned : to move or act quickly ■ When she 
heard the baby crying, she hastened [=hurried] up the stairs. 
hasten to add/say/explain (etc.) : to immediately say 

something in order to prevent confusion or misunder¬ 
standing ■ The company announced that the initial tests 
look promising, but they hastened to add that there is still 
much more testing to be done. ■ Let me hasten to point out 
that these changes will not affect our existing clients, 
hasty /'heisti/ adj hast-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 a : done or made very quickly ■ I made a hasty sketch of 
the scene. ■ Seeing the dog, the cat made/beat a hasty retreat 
up a tree, b : done or made too quickly ■ We don’t want to 
make any hasty decisions. ■ a hasty marriage 

2 : acting too quickly : rash ■ He later realized that he was 



hat • hate 


754 



too hasty in his decision to quit. 

— hast-i-ly /■heist3li/ adv • She hastily gathered her things 
and left. ■ a hastily made decision — hast*i-ness noun 
[noncount] • the hastiness [-haste] of his decision 

hat /'hast/ noun, pi hats [count] : a covering for the head that 
often has a brim and a rounded or flat top ■ a straw hat 

— see also cowboy hat, hard hat, top hat 
at the drop of a hat see * drop 

hang your hat ❖ The place where you hang your hat is the 
place where you live or stay. ■ I’m looking for a new place 
to hang my hat. 
hat In hand see 'hand 

hats off to informal — used to give praise or credit to some¬ 
one • Hats off to Susan for doing such a great job. 

I’ll eat my hat see eat 

keep (something) under your hat : to keep (something) 
secret : to not tell anyone about (something) • I’ll tell you 
what happened, but you have to keep it under your hat. 
pass the hat : to collect money usually for a particular pur¬ 
pose • They passed the hat at one of their meetings and col¬ 
lected almost $200. ■ passing the hat for families affected by 
the disaster 

take your hat off to informal : to give (someone) praise or 
credit • I (have to) take my hat off to her. She did a great 
job. 

talk through your hat see 'talk 

throw/toss your hat In/into the ring : to announce that 
you are going to try to win a contest (such as an election) - 
Yet another candidate has thrown his hat into the ring, 
tip your hat see 'tip 

wear many hats : to have many jobs or roles • She wears 
many hats : she’s a doctor, a musician, and a writer. 

— see also old hat 

hat-band /'h£et,b 2 end/ noun, pi -bands [count] : a decora¬ 
tive piece of cloth that goes around the base of some hats 
hat-bOX /'hjet,barks/ noun, pi -box*es [count] : a round 
container for storing or carrying hats 
1 hatch /'hastf/ noun, pi hatch*es [count] 

1 a : an opening in the deck of a ship or in the floor, wall, or 
roof of a building ■ He squeezed into/through the hatch and 
crawled below deck, b : the covering of such an opening ■ 
He lifted the hatch. 

2 : a small door or opening in an airplane or spaceship 

— see also escape hatch 

batten down the hatches see 'batten 
down the hatch informal If something goes down the 
hatch , you swallow it. ■ a whiskey that goes down the hatch 
smoothly 

2 hatch verb hatches; hatched; hatch-ing 

1 a [no obj] of a bird, insect, fish, etc. : to come out of an egg 
: to be bom by coming out of an egg • We watched the 
chicks hatch, b [+ obj]: to cause (a young bird, insect, fish. 


etc.) to come out of an egg — usually used as (be) hatched ■ 
newly hatched chicks 

2 a [no obj] of an egg : to break open as a young bird, insect, 
fish, etc., is bom ■ The eggs will soon hatch, b [+ obj] : to 
cause (an egg) to hatch • a hen hatching her eggs 

3 [■+■ obj] : to create or produce (something, such as an idea 
or a plan) usually in a secret way • They hatched a plot to 
overthrow the government. - hatch (up) a scheme 

hatch-back /'haetf,bsek/ noun, pi -backs [count] : a door 
that opens upward on the back of a car; also : a car that has 
such a door — see picture at CAR 
hatch-ery /'hsetfari/ziow/i, pi -eries [count] : a place where 
people raise young chicken, fish, etc., from eggs ■ a salmon 
hatchety 

hatch-et /'hsetfat/ noun, pi -ets [count] : a small ax that has 
a short handle 

bury the hatchet : to agree to stop arguing or fighting : to 
end a disagreement and become friendly • After, all these 
years, they’ve finally buried the hatchet. 
hatchet job noun, pi ^ jobs [count] informal : a very harsh 
and unfair spoken or written attack ■ The reviewers did a 
hatchet job on her latest book. f=the reviewers criticized her 
latest book very harshly or unfairly] 
hatchet man noun, pi ^ men [count] : a person whose job 
is to do harsh and unpleasant things that other people do not 
want to do - She doesn’t criticize her opponent’s character 
directly. She has her hatchet men in the media do it for her. • 
He was fired by his boss’s hatchet man. 
hatch-ling /'hsetflnj/ noun, pi -lings [count] : a recently 
hatched animal : a very young bird, fish, etc., that has just 
come out from an egg 

hatch-way /'h£etf,wei/ noun, pi -ways [count] : an opening 
or passage into an enclosed space (such as a cellar or an at¬ 
tic) 

1 hate /'heit/ noun, pi hates : a very strong feeling of dislike 
[noncount] You could see the hate [-hatred] in his eyes. ■ 
These crimes are motivated by prejudice and hate, [count] 
They have been unable to overcome their hates and fears. — 
sometimes used before another noun • The organization gets 
a lot of hate mail [=extremely angry letters, e-mail, etc.] from 
people who disagree with their policies. • a hate crime [=a 
crime done against someone because of the person’s race, re¬ 
ligion, etc.] * Hate speech [=speech expressing hatred of a 
particular group of people] is not allowed at school. 
— opposite LOVE 

2 hate verb hates; hatred; hat-ing 

1 : to dislike (someone) very strongly : to feel hate for 
(someone) [+ obj] He was a cruel tyrant who was hated and 
feared by his people. ■ She hated them for betraying her. ■ 
They were political rivals who truly/bitterly hated each oth¬ 
er. ■ What is it that you hate about him most? ■ a hated ene- 
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my [no obj\ children whose families have taught them to 
hate — opposite LOVE 

2 [+ obj] : to dislike (something) very strongly : to find 
(something) very unpleasant ■ She hates [=really dislikes] 
cold weather. • 1 hate spinach. • I hate doing this. ■ 1 hate hav¬ 
ing to do this. = I hate it when 1 have to do this. ■ They hate 
being apart from each other. ■ 1 hate the idea of leaving my 
mother alone all week. • She hates cooking. — often fol¬ 
lowed by to + verb • They hate to be apart from each other. ■ 
She hates to cook. — opposite love 

3 [+ obj\ — used to apologize for doing something or to ex¬ 
press regret or guilt ■ I hate bothering you [=I*m sorry to 
bother you], but would you mind moving your car? ■ I’d hate 
it if they got the wrong idea. [=1 would feel regret if they mis¬ 
understood] — often followed by to + verb • I hate to bother 
you [=I’m sorry to bother you], but would you mind moving 
your car? • I hate to say it, but 1 don’t think he has much 
chance of winning. ■ I’d hate (for) them to get the wrong idea. 
hate someone’s guts see 'gut 

— hat*er noun, pi -ers [count\ • a cat hater [=a person who 
hates cats] 

hate-ful /'heitfal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : very bad or evil : causing or deserving hate ■ a hateful 
crime 

2 : full of hate ■ hateful enemies/people : showing hate ■ 
hateful comments/words 

— hate*fuMy adv ■ It’s not clear if the comments were 
meant hatefully or not. — hate*ful*ness noun [noncount] ■ 
the hatefulness of the crime 

hat-mak-er / , haet,meika>/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person 
whose job is to make hats 

hat*pin /'hatpin/ noun, pi -pins [count]: a kind of pin used 
especially in the past by women to fasten hats to their hair 
hatred /'heitrad/ noun, pi -treds : a very strong feeling of 
dislike : hate [noncount] He had an irrational fear and ha¬ 
tred of foreigners. ■ She makes no attempt to conceal her ha¬ 
tred for her opponents. ■ This troubled city is filled with ha¬ 
tred, prejudice, crime, and fear, [count] The war was fueled 
by hatreds that were centuries old. 
hat'ter /'hasta-/ noun, pi -ters [count] : a person who makes, 
sells, or repairs hats 

mad as a hatter informal + old-fashioned : severely mental¬ 
ly ill : crazy ■ He’s a nice fellow, but mad as a hatter. 
hat trick noun, pi ~ tricks [count] : three goals scored by 
one player in a game of ice hockey, soccer, etc. ■ score a hat 
trick — often used figuratively ■ She scored a hat trick when 
her last three novels all won prizes. 
haugh«ty /'ha:ti/ adj haugh»ti*er; -est : having or show¬ 
ing the insulting attitude of people who think that they are 
better, smarter, or more important than other people ■ 
haughty [-arrogant] aristocrats ■ He rejected their offer with 
a tone of haughty disdain. ■ a haughty attitude 

— haugh-ti-ly /'haitali/ adv ■ haughtily disdainful — haugh¬ 
tiness /'hcutinas/ noun [noncount] 

1 haul /'ha:l/ verb hauls; hauled; hauiing [+ obj] 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition a : to pull or 
drag (something) with effort ■ Haul the ropes in. = Haul in 
the ropes. ■ They hauled the boat up onto the beach. • The 
car was hauled away/off to the junkyard, b : to move or 
carry (something) with effort ■ We used buckets to haul wa¬ 
ter up from the river. ■ She hauled herself to her feet and 
limped home. ■ I’m tired of hauling this heavy camera 
around with me. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to force 
(someone) to go or come to a place ■ The police caught him 
and hauled him (in) to the station. ■ The prisoner was hauled 
away in handcuffs. ■ They hauled her off to court/jail. 

3 : to carry (someone or something) in a vehicle ■ The cattle 
were hauled by rail. ■ The company has a fleet of trucks that 
are used to haul freight. 

haul ass US, informal + impolite : to move quickly ■ You’d 
better haul ass or you’ll miss your flight. 
haul in [phrasal verb] haul in (something) or haul (some¬ 
thing) in US, sports : to catch (a ball or pass) ■ He hauled in 
a long touchdown pass. 

haul off and US, informal : to suddenly do (something spec¬ 
ified) — followed by a verb that expresses some kind of 
usually violent action ■ She hauled off and punched him in 
the face. 

haul on [phrasal verb] haul on (something) : to forcefully 
pull (something) ■ haul on the reins 
haul over the coals see coal 


— hauler (US) /'ha:W or Brit haul-i*er /'hailija 1 / noun, pi 
-ers [count] • cattle haulers 

2 haul noun, pi hauls [count] 

1 : the act of pulling or dragging something with effort: the 
act of hauling something ■ each haul of the rope 

2 : a usually large amount of something that has been stolen, 
collected, or won ■ a burglar’s haul ■ Authorities seized the 
drugs in one of the biggest drug hauls in the history of the 
county. • The kids always collect a substantial haul of candy 
on Halloween. 

3 : a distance to be traveled • It’s just a short haul from our 
cabin to the beach. — see also long haul 

haunch /'ha:ntf/ noun, pi haunch*es [count] ; the upper 
part of a person’s or animal’s leg; especially : the upper part 
of an animal’s rear leg used as meat ■ a haunch of venison 
on your haunches : sitting on or close to your heels with 
your knees bent ■ The girl was sitting/squatting on her 
haunches in the sand, searching for shells. 

1 haunt /'haint/ verb haunts; haunt*ed; haunMng [+ obj] 

1 of a ghost : to visit or live in (a place) ■ Spirits haunted the 
house. ■ Some people believe that the ghost of an old sea cap¬ 
tain haunts the beach. 

2 : to eventually cause problems for (someone) as time pass¬ 
es • If you ignore the problem, it will come back to haunt 
you. • Their failure to plan ahead is now coming back to 
haunt them. 

3 : to keep coming back to the mind of (someone) especially 
in a way that makes the person sad or upset ■ The tune 
haunted me all day. ■ He was haunted by his memories of the 
war. [=he could not forget his memories of the war] 

4 : to visit (a place) often • She spent much of her vacation 
haunting bookstores and antique shops. 

2 haunt noun, pi haunts [count] : a place that you go to often 
■ The restaurant became one of her favorite haunts. • I went 
back to visit my old childhood haunts. [=the places I often 
went to when I was a child] 

haunted adj 

1 : lived in or visited by ghosts ■ Everyone says that the inn is 
haunted. ■ a haunted house 

2 : troubled or upset ■ a mysterious young woman who al¬ 
ways has a haunted expression on her face 

haunting adj [more most ~] : sad or beautiful in a way 
that is difficult to forget ■ The old prison camp is a haunting 
reminder of the country’s dark past. ■ the haunting sounds of 
the violin ■ the haunting beauty of her voice 

— haunt-ing*ly adv ■ her hauntingly beautiful voice 
haute COU-ture /.outku'tuas Brit .aotku'tjua/ noun [non¬ 
count] somewhat formal : the people and companies that cre¬ 
ate clothes that are very expensive and fashionable; also : the 
clothes they create ■ a fashion designer who’s a renowned 
master of haute couture • celebrities wearing haute couture • 
haute couture fashions/designers/models 

haute cui*sine /.outkwi'ziin/ noun [singular] : cooking 
that is done in a very skillful and complicated way 
have /'hasv, av; in “have to" meaning “must” usually 'haef/ verb 
has /'hasz, az; in “ has to” meaning “must” usually 'haes/; had 
/'hasd, ad/; having /'hasvig/ For many senses of have , 
the phrase have got can also be used. Each sense, idiom, or 
phrasal verb below in which this phrase can occur includes 
the note “—also have got.” See “have got” (below) for more 
information. 

1 not used in progressive tenses [+ obj ] a : to own, use, or 
hold (something) ■ Do they have a new car? ■ You can have it 
until I get back. ■ She has a red bike, and I have a blue one. ■ 
She got another part-time job and now she has two jobs. ■ 
I’m looking for the newspaper. Do you have it? ■ He had the 
newspaper right in his hand. ■ I used to have a necklace like 
that, but I lost it. » She used to share a room with her sister, 
but now she has her own room. — also used for things that 
cannot be seen or touched ■ Do you have an appointment? ■ 
Do you have any experience in this line of work? [=have you 
done this kind of work before?] ■ She has so many things that 
she wants to do. ■ They have a deadline that must be met. — 
also have got ■ Have they got a new car? • She's got two jobs. ■ 
Have you got it? • I've got an appointment. — see also must- 
have b If you have (something) to do, finish (etc.), there 
is something that you must do or want to do in order to com¬ 
plete a task. ■ We have things to do. = ( chiefly Brit) WeVe 
things to do. • I have several more pages to read. ■ She has six 
more rows to knit. ■ “But I have promises to keep ...” 
—Robert Frost, "Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” 
(1923) — also have got ■ We’ve got things to do. 
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2 not used in progressive tenses [+ obj] — used to say that 
something is available or not available ■ They had nothing to 
eat or drink, nothing to wear, and nowhere to live. ■ We 
didn’t want to do it, but we had no choice/alternative. ■ You 
have a tremendous opportunity, and you should make the 
most of it. ■ The group will have enough tickets for everyone. 
■ Do you have any spare change? ■ Do you have a minute/mo¬ 
ment/second? [=are you available for a short time right 
now?] I have a few things I’d like to discuss with you. ■ Give 
me a call when you have a few minutes/moments. [=when 
you have a short period of time available] ■ I don’t have the 
time to talk right now. [=1 am too busy to talk right now] — 
also have got • I haven’t got the time to talk right now. ■ Have 
you got a minute/moment/second? — see also have the 
time (below) 

3 not used in progressive tenses [+ obj] — used to describe a 
quality, skill, feature, etc., of a person or thing ■ She has an 
impressive knowledge of French. [=she knows French very 
well] ■ He has a way with words. [=he uses words/language 
very effectively] ■ She has a good outlook on life. • The car 
has power brakes. ■ That country has a king; this country has 
a president. ■ All the children in that family have red hair. ■ A 
man who had a foreign accent [=a man with a foreign ac¬ 
cent] was asking to see you. ■ The museum has interesting 
exhibits. ■ I have a fear of spiders. [=1 am afraid of spiders] — 
also have got ■ He’s got a way with words. ■ The car’s got pow¬ 
er brakes. 

4 not used in progressive tenses [+ obj] : to include or contain 
(something or someone) ■ The list has my name on it. [=my 
name is on the list] ■ April has 30 days. [=there are 30 days in 
April; April is a month with 30 days] ■ The club has 100 
members. — also have got ■ The list has got my name on it. ■ 
The club's got 100 members. 

5 [+ obj] a : to give birth to (a child) ■ She had her first child 
when she was 25. ■ She’s going to be having another baby 
soon, b not used in progressive tenses : to be the parent of (a 
child) ■ She and her husband have three children. ■ They have 
a son. — also have got • They 've got a son and a daughter. 

6 not used in progressive tenses [+ obj] — used to describe a 
relationship between people ■ I have two sisters and a broth¬ 
er. ■ She has many friends and few enemies. ■ I wouldn’t want 
to have him as an enemy. [=1 wouldn’t want him to be my en¬ 
emy] ■ Do you have a big family? [=is your family big?; are 
there many people in your family?] ■ Does he have a girl¬ 
friend? ■ They have [=employ] a housekeeper. ■ We have 
many satisfied clients. ■ I have a customer who comes in ev¬ 
ery Tuesday and orders a tuna sandwich. — also have got • 
I’ve got two sisters and a brother. 

7 not used in progressive tenses [+ obj] : to tightly hold (some¬ 
one) ■ The dog has him by the leg. [=the dog is tightly holding 
his leg in its mouth] ■ She had me by the arm and wouldn’t 
let go. — also have got ■ The dog!* got him by the leg. 

8 not used in progressive tenses [+ obj] : to get (something) • 
Whenever she sees the latest new electronic gadget, she 
needs to have it. ■ This piano is the best to be had. [=it is the 
best that can be bought or owned] 

9 not used in progressive tenses [+ obj]: to receive or be given 
(something) ■ We had some bad/good news yesterday. ■ I had 
a letter from my cousin last week. ■ “Waiter, can I have the 
check, please?” “I’ll bring it right away.” ■ Could I please 
have your attention? [=would you please give me your atten¬ 
tion?] ■ Can I have a moment of your time? [=can I speak to 
you for a moment?] 

10 not used in progressive tenses [+ obj] — used to describe 
the position of a person or thing ■ He had his hands behind 
his back. [=his hands were behind his back] ■ She had her 
back to the door and didn’t see me enter the room. ■ He has a 
bodyguard with/near him whenever he goes out in public. ■ 
The house has a large tree next to it. [=there is a large tree 
next to the house] — also have got • The house has got a 
large tree next to it. 

11 [+ obj] r to cause or produce (something, such as an ef¬ 
fect) ■ The defeat had a terrible effect/impact on the team’s 
spirits. ■ Her decision might have serious consequences. 

12 [+ obj] a : to experience (something) ■ “Are you having 
fun?" “Yes, I’m having a wonderful time!” ■ Everyone had a 
good time at the party. = A good time was had by all (at the 
party). ■ She’s had many strange things happen to her recent¬ 
ly. = She’s been having a lot of strange things happen to her 
recently. ■ I’ve had a bad/tough/long day. ■ I’m having trou¬ 
ble getting this computer to work. [=1 am unable to get it to 
work] ■ I’ve had a good life. ■ We’ve had another setback. ■ 
She had [=sujfered] a heart attack at the age of 50. b not 


used in progressive tenses : to experience or be affected by 
(an illness or injury) ■ I have a cold. ■ My uncle has diabetes. - 
She has a broken leg. — also have got • I’ve got a cold. ■ She’j 
got a broken leg. C : to experience (an emotion or feeling) ■ 
I have many regrets. [=1 regret many things] ■ I have complete 
confidence in your abilities. = I don’t have any doubts about 
your abilities. — also have got • I’ve got many regrets. ■ I 
haven’t got any doubts about your abilities. 

13 not used in progressive tenses [+ obj] — used to describe a 
person’s thoughts, ideas, etc. ■ Everyone has a different opin¬ 
ion about what to do. ■ I have a few thoughts on the matter. ■ 
“What time is it?" “/ have no idea." = “ I’ve no Idea." [=1 don’t 
know] ■ “Was it hard?” “ You have no idea (how hard it was)!” 
[=it was extremely hard] ■ I don’t have a clue. = I haven’t a 
clue. [=1 don’t know] — also have got ■ Everyone ’s got a dif¬ 
ferent opinion. ■ I haven’t got a clue. 

14 [+ obj] : to perform (an action) : to do or participate in 
(an activity) ■ Did you have a good nap? ■ I was having a nap 
[=1 was napping] when a loud noise woke me up. ■ We need 
to have a long talk. ■ I have soccer practice every Tuesday. ■ 
Please don’t interrupt us when we are having a conversation. 

■ {Brit) Have a sleep/lie-down. ■ {Brit) Have a think. ■ Have a 
look at this. [=look at this] ■ I had a (good) look, but I 
couldn’t find the problem. ■ Let me have a try. [=let me try] 

15 [+ obj] : to provide (something) as entertainment or as a 
social gathering ■ We’re having [=giving, throwing] a party on 
Saturday. Can you come? ■ We’re having a little get-together. 

■ The museum is having [-holding] an exhibition of her work. 
= She’s having an exhibition of her work at the museum. 
[=the museum is exhibiting her work] 

16 [+ obj] a : to cause, tell, or ask (someone) to do some¬ 
thing ■ Have her call me [=tell her to call me on the tele¬ 
phone] when she gets back. ■ Have my assistant schedule an¬ 
other appointment for you. ■ You should have someone 
check that out for you. ■ She’s having the children stay with 
us for the weekend. [=the children are staying with us for the 
weekend because she wants them to] ■ He had the barber cut 
his hair short. [=he got the barber to cut his hair short] ■ 
What would you have me do? [=what do you want me to 
do?] ■ They would have us believe [=they want/expect us to 
believe] that all these problems can be fixed by raising taxes, 
b : to cause (something) to be changed, removed, added, or 
affected in a specified way ■ I had my nose straightened by a 
plastic surgeon. ■ He had his hair cut short by a barber. ■ The 
doctor said I should have this mole removed. ■ We are having 
new windows installed. ■ I just had new tires put on the car. 
C — used when you hire someone to do something or when 
you go to a place (such as hospital or a mechanic’s shop) so 
that something can be done ■ She’s having surgery next week. 

■ I had an X-ray. ■ When was the last time you had a check¬ 
up? ■ We’re having some work done on the house. ■ The car 
should have regular maintenance checks. [=someone should 
check the car regularly] 

17 [+ obj] — used to say that someone (such as a guest or a 
worker) is at your home or is coming to your home ■ We’re 
having guests this weekend. ■ I’d love to come for a visit, if 
you’ll have me. [=if you would welcome me as a guest] ■ 
We’re going to have a plumber in to look at the furnace. • 
She has guests to/for dinner several times a week. ■ I had my 
friends back to my place for drinks after the movie. — see 
also HAVE OVER (below) 

18 not used in progressive tenses [+ obj] a : to cause (some¬ 
thing) to be in a specified state or condition ■ He had dinner 
ready by the time she came back. ■ It’s hard to think when 
she has the radio on so loud. ■ He had the computer working 
again very quickly. ■ Please have your assignment ready/ 
done/finished/completed by tomorrow. — also have got • 
She's got the radio on so loud. ■ Have you got your assign¬ 
ment ready? [=is your assignment ready?] b — used when 
something that belongs to someone or something is dam¬ 
aged, destroyed, or taken • I had [=got] my nose broken in a 
fight. [=my nose was broken in a fight] ■ She had her car sto¬ 
len last week. [=her car was stolen last week] ■ The house had 
its roof torn off in the hurricane. 

19 [+ obj] : to allow (something) — used in negative state¬ 
ments ■ We’ll have no more of that behavior! = We can’t have 
that sort of behavior! = We can’t have you behaving like that! 
= We can’t be having you behave like that! 

20 not used in progressive tenses [+ obj ]: to accept (someone) 

■ Who will we have as our leader?; specifically : to accept 
(someone) as a husband or wife ■ I’ll marry her if she’ll have 
me! ■ She wouldn’t have him. 

21 a not used in progressive tenses [+ obj] : to be able to con- 
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trol, capture, or defeat (someone) ■ We have him now! He 
can’t possibly escape! — also have got • We’ve got him now! 
b 4- The phrases You have me there and There you have me 
or (more commonly and informally) You’ve/You got me 
(there) are used in speech to mean “I don’t know.” ■ “How on 
earth can he justify his behavior?" “ You have me there." ■ 
“When exactly was the company founded?" "There you have 
me" ■ “Why did she leave?” "You got me." The phrase You got 
me is sometimes shortened to Got me in very informal 
speech. ■ “When does the movie start?” "Got me." 

22 [+ obj\ a : to eat or drink (something) ■ We had steak for 
dinner last night. ■ We’ll be having [=eating] dinner at six. ■ 
Will you have a drink with me? 1 Would you like to have 
some black pepper on your salad? ■ “What will you have (to 
drink)?" “(I’ll have) A glass of red wine, please.” ■ Did you 
have dessert yet? ■ Have some cake. It’s delicious! b : to 
smoke (something) ■ She had a cigarette while she was wait¬ 
ing for the bus. C — used to say how you want food or 
drink to be cooked or prepared 1 I'd like to have my steak 
well done, please. ■ I usually have [ =take\ my coffee black. 

23 not used in progressive tenses [+ obj] informal : to have sex 
with (someone) ■ He claims that he’s had dozens of women. 

24 [auxiliary verb] — used with the past participle to form 
the perfect tenses of verbs ■ We have been friends for many 
years. ■ She has bought a new car. ■ They had already left by 
the time we arrived. ■ I have not seen that movie yet. ■ Has 
the rain stopped? ■ I have never been so embarrassed! = Nev¬ 
er have I been so embarrassed! ■ Having never been to Chica¬ 
go, I really don’t know much about it. 

usage When have is used as an auxiliary verb, the short¬ 
ened forms Ve for have, 'sfor has, and 'dfor had are com¬ 
mon in informal writing and usual in speech. 1 I’ve already 
seen that movie. ■ I've never been so embarrassed! ■ We’ve 
been friends for years. ■ Shels bought a new car. ■ They’d 
already left by the time we arrived. The negative forms 
haven’t, hasn’t, and hadn’t are also common in informal 
writing and usual in speech. ■ I haven't seen that movie yet. 

■ Hasn’t the rain stopped? ■ We hadn’t arrived yet when 
they left. 

be had : to be tricked or fooled by someone ■ She doesn’t 
want to buy a used car because she’s worried about being 
had by a dishonest salesman. ■ I don’t trust them. I think 
we’ve been had. [=1 think they have tricked us] 
have against [phrasal verb] have (something) against 
(someone or something) : to have (something) as a reason 
for not liking (someone or something) ■ She has a grudge 
against her former boss. ■ What do you have against him? 
[=why do you dislike him?] ■ I have nothing against her 
personally—it’s her friends I don’t like. — also have got • 
She ’s got a grudge against her former boss. ■ What have you 
got against him? 

have back [phrasal verb] 1 have (something) back : to re¬ 
ceive (something that is returned to you) ■ If I lend you this 
book, can I have it back by next Tuesday? ■ How I wish I 
could have my youth back (again)! 2 have (someone) 
back a : to be with (someone who has returned) again ■ 
Welcome home! It’s great to have you back (with us again)! 
■ We’d love to have you back for another visit. ■ He longs to 
have her back in his life. ■ The doctor said he’d like to have 
me back for more tests next week, b : to allow (someone) 
to return ■ He wants to return to his wife, but she won’t 
have him back. 

have done with old-fashioned : to stop doing (something) 
: to bring (something) to an end ■ Let us have done with 
name-calling. 
have got : have 

usage Examples of have got are shown above and below 
for each sense, idiom, and phrasal verb in which it oc¬ 
curs. Note that have got is used only in the present tense. 
It is common in place of have in informal writing, and it 
is usual in ordinary speech. The contracted forms ’s for 
has and Ve for have are commonly used for the first part 
of this phrase. ■ He has it. = He has got it. = (more com¬ 
monly) He 's got it. ■ We have to go. = We have got to go. = 
(more commonly) We've got to go. The usual negative 
forms of have got are haven’t got and hasn’t got. ■ We do 
not have it. = We have not got it. = (more commonly) We 
haven't got it. ■ She doesn’t have a chance. = She hasn't got 
a chance. 

have had it informal 1 a : to be too old or damaged to be 
used ■ We need a new stove. This one has had it. ■ My old 


dictionary has just about had it. Time to get a new one. b 
: to be so tired or annoyed that you will no longer allow or 
accept something ■ That’s it. I've had it. I won’t pay these 
kinds of fees any more. ■ I’ve been working all day and I’ve 
had it. C : to be angry about something that has contin¬ 
ued for a long time •I've had it (up to here) with all these 
delays! [=1 am fed up with all these delays; I am very an¬ 
noyed by all these delays] 2 : to be completely ruined or 
defeated "After this scandal, he’.s had it as a politician. [=he 
will no longer be able to be a politician] ■ His political ca¬ 
reer has had it. [=his political career is finished/ruined] 

have it 1 — used to say that what is being reported is a ru¬ 
mor, a story, etc. ■ Rumor/word has it [=a rumor says] that 
the company will be going out of business. ■ Legend has it 
[= according to legend] George Washington slept here. 2 

— used to describe a person’s condition or situation ■ He’s 
had it pretty tough since his wife died. (=his life has been 
difficult since his wife died] ■ You’ve never had it so good 
(as you have it now)! ■ We have it pretty good right now. — 
also have got • We've got it pretty good right now. 

have it in for : to want to hurt or cause problems for (some¬ 
one you do not like) ■ She’s had it in for me for a long time. 

— also have got ■ She's got it in for me. 

have it in you : to have the ability to do something ■ His last 
performance was wonderful; I didn’t know he had it in 
him ! (=1 didn’t know he was capable of such a perfor¬ 
mance] ■ I don’t think she has it in her to be cruel. [=1 don’t 
think she’s capable of being cruel] — also have got a I don’t 
think she’s got it in her to be cruel. 

have it out : to settle a disagreement by talking or arguing ■ 
If you don’t like the way he’s treated you, you should have 
it out with him instead of just brooding about it. 

have mercy/pity : to treat someone with mercy or pity ■ 
The prisoner begged the judge to have mercy. — usually + 
on ■ The prisoner begged the judge to have mercy on him. 

have on {phrasal verb] 1 have (something) on or have on 
(something) : to be wearing (something) • She has on a new 
suit. ■ He had nothing on. I=he was naked] — also have got 
■ She’s got on a new suit. 2 have (something) on (you) in¬ 
formal : to be carrying (something) ■ Do you have any 
spare change on you? ■ I don’t have my wallet on me: I left 
it at home. — also have got ■ Have you got any spare 
change on you? 3 have (something) on : to keep (a device 
or machine) operating ■ They have the radio on all the 
time. 4 have (something) on chiefly Brit : to have plans 
for (something) ■ Do you have anything on for tomorrow? 
[=do you have any plans for tomorrow?] ■ What do you 
have on for tomorrow? [=what are your plans for tomor¬ 
row?] — also have got • Have you got anything on for to¬ 
morrow? 5 have (someone) on Brit, informal : to trick or 
fool (someone) in a joking way — usually used as (be) hav¬ 
ing (someone) on • He said he knew the Prime Minister, 
but I think he was just having me on. [=he was joking; he 
was just putting me on] 6 have nothing on (someone) or 
not have anything on (someone) : to have no evidence 
showing that someone has committed a crime or done 
something bad ■ The police were suspicious, but they had 
nothing on her. ■ If the police don't have anything on you, 
they have to let you go. — also have got ■ They haven't got 
anything on me. ■ They’ve got nothing on me. 7 have noth¬ 
ing on (someone or something) : to have less of a particu¬ 
lar quality than (someone or something) ■ The winters here 
are bad, but they have nothing on the winters I remember 
when I was a child. (=they are not as bad as the winters I 
remember; the winters I remember were worse] ■ He says 
Houston has nothing on Chicago [=Houston is not as good 
as Chicago] when it comes to fine restaurants. — also have 
got ■ Houston's got nothing on Chicago. 

have over [phrasal verb] have (someone) over — used to say 
that someone is coming to your home as a guest ■ We’re 
having some friends over for dinner tonight. — see also 
have 17 (above) 

have (someone or something) (all) to yourself : to be in 
a situation in which you are not required to share someone 
or something with anyone else ■ We have the entire evening 
to ourselves. [=we have no plans to do anything with any¬ 
one else this evening] ■ She has the house all to herself this 
weekend. (=she is the only one staying in the house this 
weekend] ■ I’m happy to have you to myself tonight; it will 
give us a chance to talk privately. 

have the time <>■ If someone asks you if you have the time, 
that person is asking if you know what time it is. ■ “Do you 
have the time?" [=can you tell me what time it is?] “Yes, it’s 





haven • hazard 


758 


10 minutes past 3.” — also have got ■ Have you got the 
time? — see also have 2 (above) 
have to : must: such as a — used to say that something is 
required or necessary ■ You have to follow the rules. ■ You 
have to stop. [=you must stop; I command you to stop] ■ I 
told him what he had to do. [=what he must do] • We have 
to correct these problems soon or the project will fail. ■ I 
have to remember to stop at the store. • “Do you have to 
go?" "Yes, I’m afraid I really have to." "If you have to go, at 
least wait until the storm is over. • Do what you have to 
(do). ■ I didn’t want to do it but I had to. — also have got to 
■ You’ve got to stop. ■ I've got to go now. ^ Note the differ¬ 
ence in meaning between not have to and must not. ■ You 
don’t have to do it. [=it is not necessary for you to do it] ■ 
You must not do it. [=you are not allowed to do it; you are 
forbidden to do it] b — used to say that something is re¬ 
quired by a rule or law ■ All passengers have to exit at the 
next stop. — also have got to ■ All passengers have got to 
exit at the next stop. C — used to say that something is 
desired or should be done ■ You have to read this book. It's 
fantastic! ■ You have to come visit us soon. [=we would like 
to have you visit us soon] ■ You really have to see the doc¬ 
tor about that cough. [=1 urge you to see the doctor; I real¬ 
ly think you need to see the doctor] — also have got to ■ 
YouVe got to come visit us soon, d — used to say that 
something is very likely ■ It has to be close to noon. ■ She 
has to be the most beautiful woman I’ve ever seen. [=1 
think she is the most beautiful woman I’ve ever seen] ■ He 
has to have a lot of money to live the way he does. ■ The 
bus has to be coming soon. ■ There has to be some mistake. 
— also have got to ■ It’5 got to be close to noon. ■ There's 
got to be some mistake, e — used in various spoken 
phrases to emphasize a statement • I have to say, I was sur¬ 
prised to hear from him. ■ She’s a talented actress, you 
have to admit. ■ / have to admit , I expected better results. ■ 
It has to be said that the movie was not very good. ■ / have 
to warn you, this will not be easy. — also have got to • I've 
got to say, I was surprised to hear from him. ■ She’s a tal¬ 
ented actress, you've got to admit, f — used in questions 
or statements that express annoyance or anger ■ Do you 
have to be so unreasonable? ■ Why does it always have to 
rain on the weekend? ■ Naturally it has to rain on the day 
when we planned a picnic. — also have got to ■ It ’s got to 
rain on the day when we planned a picnic. 
have to do with see ‘do 

have with \phrasal verb] 1 have (someone) with (you) : to 
be with (someone) ■ They had their grandchildren with 
them when they arrived. [=they arrived with their grand¬ 
children] 2 have (something) with (you) : to be carrying 
(something) with (you) ■ I don’t have my wallet with me. 

/ have it — used to say that you suddenly remember, under¬ 
stand, or have found something; usually I've got it ■ Now, 
what was his name? Tony? Ibm? No, I've got itl Tim. His 
name was Tim. 

I'll have you know — used to emphasize something in a 
somewhat annoyed or angry way ■ “Did your son go to col¬ 
lege?” "Did he go to college? I'll have you know that he was 
given a full scholarship to Harvard!” 
there you have it — used to say that something has just 
been shown, described, or stated in a very clear and defi¬ 
nite way" “But we can’t spend more money unless we have 
more money to spend!” "Precisely. There you have it." 
what have you see 'what 

you had to be there — used to say that people cannot un¬ 
derstand something because they did not experience it or 
see it themselves ■ I know it sounds weird, but it was so 
funny. I guess you had to be there. 
ha-ven /'heivan/ noun, pi -vens [count] : a place where you 
are protected from danger, trouble, etc. ■ The shelter offers/ 
provides a haven from abusive spouses. ■ The inn is a haven 
for weary travelers. ■ This national park provides a safe ha¬ 
ven for wildlife. — see also tax haven 
have-nots /'hsev.na.ts/ noun 
the have-nots : people who have little money and few pos¬ 
sessions : poor people — usually used in the phrase the 
haves and the have-nots ■ the gap between the haves and 
the have-nots [=between rich people and poor people] 
haven’t /'hzevant/ — used as a contraction of have not ■ We 
haven't tried the new restaurant yet. 
haves /'hievz/ noun 

the haves : people who have a lot of money and possessions 
: wealthy people — usually used in the phrase the haves 


and the have-nots ■ the gap between the haves and the have- 
nots [=between rich people and poor people] 
hav-OC /'hsevak/ noun [noncount ] : a situation in which 
there is much destruction or confusion ■ the havoc of war • A 
powerful tornado wreaked havoc on [=caused great destruc¬ 
tion to] the small village. ■ The disease can play havoc with 
the body’s immune system. ■ Several small children can cre¬ 
ate/cause havoc in a house, 
haw /'ha:/ verb haws; hawed; haw-ing 
hem and haw see 3 hem 
1 hawk /'ha:k/ noun, pi hawks [count] 

1 : a bird that kills other birds and animals for food — see 
color picture on page C9 

2 : a person who supports war or the use of military force ■ 
The hawks voted against the proposed cuts in military spend¬ 
ing. — compare dove 

watch (someone or something) like a hawk : to watch 
(someone or something) very carefully ■ The storeowner 
watches those teenagers like a hawk whenever they come in 
because she’s afraid they’re going to steal something. 

— hawkish /‘haikijy adj [more —: most ~] ■ a hawkish poli¬ 
tician 

2 hawk verb hawks; hawked; hawk-ing [+ obf] : to offer 
(something) for sale especially by calling out or by going 
from one person to another : peddle ■ Vendors were hawk¬ 
ing soda and hot dogs. ■ hawking newspapers — compare 

3 HAWK 

— hawk-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a newspaper hawker 
3 hawk verb hawks; hawked; hawking [+ obf] : to clear 

(material) from your throat by coughing, making a noise 
with your voice, etc. — usually + up • hawking up phlegm 

— compare 2 hawk 

haw-ser /'ha:za>/ noun, pi -sers [count] technical : a very 
thick rope or cable for towing or tying up a ship 
haW*thom /'ha:,0oa«/ noun, pi -thorns [count] : a type of 
bush or small tree with white or pink flowers and small red 
fruits 

hay /'hei/ noun [noncount] 

1 : grass that has been cut and dried to be used as food for 
animals • a bale of hay 

2 US, informal: a small amount of money — usually used in 
negative statements ■ They made over a million dollars last 
year, and that ain’t hay! [=that is a lot of money] 

a roll in the hay see 3 roll 
hit the hay see 'hit 

make hay (while the sun shines) : to get value or use from 
an opportunity while it exists : to not waste an opportunity 
■ These good economic conditions won’t last forever, so in¬ 
vestors need to make hay while the sun shines. 
hay fever noun [singular] medical : a sickness that is like a 
cold and that is caused by breathing in plant pollen 
hay-field /'hei,fi:ld/ noun, pi -fields [count] : a field where 
grass is grown for hay 

hay-loft /'hei,la:ft/ noun, pi -lofts [count]: the upper part of 
a bam where hay is stored 

hay-mak-er /'he^meika/ noun, pi -ers [count] chiefly US, 
informal : a powerful hit with the fist : a very hard punch ■ 
He was knocked down by a haymaker to his jaw. ■ throw/de¬ 
liver a haymaker 

hay-rick /'hei,nk/ noun, pi -ricks [count] chiefly Brit : hay¬ 
stack 

hay-ride /'hei.raid/ noun, pi -rides [count] US : an informal 
event in which a group of people ride for pleasure in a wag¬ 
on, sleigh, or open truck that is partly filled with straw or 
hay 

hay-Stack /'heiiSt&k/ noun, pi -stacks [count] : a large pile 
of hay 

a needle in a haystack see 'needle 
hay-wire /'hei,waja f adf, informal : not working properly ■ a 
haywire immune system — usually used in the phrase go 
haywire ■ The disease has caused her immune system to go 
haywire. [=to stop working properly] ■ The old radio went 
haywire. ■ The stock market has gone completely haywire. 

1 haz-ard /'hzezznX/ noun, pi -ards 

1 [count] : a source of danger ■ Young people should be edu¬ 
cated about the hazard y of excessive drinking. [=about how 
drinking too much alcohol is harmful] ■ That old staircase is 
a safety hazard. [=it is dangerous; someone could get hurt by 
using it] ■ a fire hazard [=something that could cause a fire] ■ 
a health hazard - a hazard to your health [=something that 
could make you sick] ■ Hand injuries are an occupational 
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hazard for typists. [=typists are likely to have hand injuries 
because of the work they do] ■ a traffic hazard [=something 
that could cause an accident involving a car, bicycle, etc.] 

2 [count] golf : something on a golf course (such as a pond or 
an area of sand) that makes hitting the ball into the hole 
more difficult ■ a water hazard 

3 hazards [plural]: hazard lights 
2 hazard verb -ards; -ard-ed; -ard-ing [+ obj\ 

1 : to risk losing (something, such as money) in an attempt 
to get, win, or achieve something ■ His friend asked him to 
hazard a small sum in a business venture. 

2 : to offer (something, such as a guess or an opinion) even 
though you may be wrong ■ She was unwilling to hazard 
[-venture] a guess as to the outcome of the election. ■ hazard 
an opinion 

hazard lights noun [plural] : special lights on a vehicle that 
flash on and off and are used to warn other drivers of a dan¬ 
gerous situation (such as when the vehicle is not working 
properly) — called also hazards 
haz-ard-OUS /'hcezsrdas/ adj [more most ~] : involving 
risk or danger : dangerous ■ It was a hazardous voyage. ■ 
These are hazardous chemicals that can cause death if in¬ 
haled. ■ hazardous driving habits — sometimes + to ■ Smok¬ 
ing can be hazardous to your health. 

- haz*ard-ous-ly adv 

hazard pay noun [noncount] US : extra money that some¬ 
one is paid for doing work that is dangerous — called also 
(US) danger pay, (Brit) danger money 
haze /'heiz/ noun [singular] 

1 : dust, smoke, or mist that has filled the air so that you 
cannot see clearly ■ The bar was filled with a smoky haze. • a 
haze of smoke 

2 : a state of confusion ■ She stumbled around in a drug- 
induced haze. 

— hazed /'heizd/ adj * the pale, hazed sky — usually used in 
combination • the smok e-hazed sky/bar ■ a drug -hazed 
state 

ha*zel /'heizal/ noun, pi -zels 

1 [count] : a kind of bush or small tree that produces nuts 

2 [count, noncount): a color that combines light brown with 
green and gray 

- see also witch hazel 

— hazel adj ■ hazel eyes 

ha-zel*nut /'heiz9l,nAt/ noun, pi -nuts [count]: the nut of a 
hazel — called also (US) filbert, see picture at NUT 
haz*ing /'heiziq/ noun [noncount] US : the practice of play¬ 
ing unpleasant tricks on someone or forcing someone to do 
unpleasant things 4- Hazing is done as part of a ritual that 
people (such as college students) must go through before 
they are allowed to become members of a group (such as a 
fraternity). 

- haze /'heiz/ verb haz>es; hazing; hazed [+ obj] - Varsity 
team members hazed the new players by leading them 
around campus on leashes. 

hazy /'heizi/ adj haz-i-er; -est 

1 : partly hidden, darkened, or clouded by dust, smoke, or 
mist ; hidden by haze ■ We had only a hazy view of the 
mountain. ■ hazy sunshine; also : having or filled with haze ■ 
hazy weather 

2 a : not clear in thought or meaning : vague ■ He gave us a 
hazy account of how he had spent the last two weeks. ■ She 
has only hazy memories of the accident, b : not certain ■ 
I’m a little hazy [-unclear] on/about the details. 

— haz-i-ly /'heizali/ adv • hazily remembered — haz*i*ness 
/'heizinas/ noun [noncount] ■ the haziness of the view/ 
memories 

H—bomb /'eifl^barm/ noun, pi -bombs [count] : hydro¬ 
gen bomb 

HDTV abbr high-definition television 
1 he /'hi:, i/ pronoun 

1 : that male — used to indicate a male person or animal 
that is the subject of a verb ■ He is my father. ■ Ask your 
brother where he is going. • He has been planning this trip 
since January. ■ (on the telephone) “Hello, I’d like to speak 
with Jim." “This is he." [=1 (the person who answered the 
phone) am Jim] — compare SHE 

2 : that person — used in a general sense or when the sex of 
the person is unknown ■ Everyone should do the best he can. 
■ Tell whoever is in there that he had better come out. ■ He 
who laughs last, laughs best. This use of he was common 
in the past but is now often avoided because it is considered 
sexist. 


2 he /'hi:/ noun [singular] : a boy, man, or male animal ■ 
“Somebody called when you were out, but I can’t remember 
who.” "Was it a/ieora she?” — sometimes used in combina¬ 
tion ■ a /i e-goat 

1 head /'hed/ noun, pi heads or in sense 6 head 

1 [count] : the part of the body containing the brain, eyes, 
ears, nose, and mouth ■ She patted the dog on the head. ■ He 
nodded his head in agreement. ■ The ceiling’s low—watch 
your head) • head injuries ■ They were covered from head to 
foot/toe in mud. [=they were completely covered in mud] ■ 
He has a full head of hair. [=he has a full amount of hair on 
his head! — see picture at human; see also talking head 

2 [count] : a person’s mental ability : mind or intellect ■ You 
shouldn’t let your heart rule your head. [=you should be 
guided by reason and not by your emotions] • She did some 
quick calculations in her head. [=without writing anything; 
mentally] ■ I keep hearing that song in my head. = That song 
keeps running through my head. = I can’t get that song out of 
my head. • It never even entered my head to run for office. 
[=1 never thought of running for office] ■ The problem is all 
in his head. [=the problem is not real; he’s just imagining it] ■ 
Don’t go putting ideas in/into his head. [=don’t cause him to 
have ideas or suspicions that he would not have himself] • 
You should put that idea out of your head. [=you should stop 
thinking about that idea] ■ She always says the first thing that 
comes/pops into her head. [=the first thing that she thinks 
of] ■ I’m sure we can solve this problem if we just use our 
heads. [=think carefully] ■ That guy should have his head ex¬ 
amined. - That guy is nof right in the head. [=that guy is cra¬ 
zy] ■ You need a coot/calm head [=an ability to remain calm] 
to deal with someone like him. ■ a clear head [=an ability to 
think clearly] If you have a good head on your shoulders, 
you are intelligent and have good judgment. ■ You don’t have 
to worry about her—she’s got a good head on her shoulders. 
4- When you getStahe it into your head to do something, you 
suddenly decide to do it in a way that seems foolish or sur¬ 
prising. ■ He’s taken it into his head to try skydiving. ■ I some¬ 
how got it into my head to run for public office. If you get 
it into your head that something is true, you begin to believe 
something even though there is no good reason for believing 
it. ■ She’s somehow gotten it into her head that I don’t like her. 
[=she believes that I don’t like her although I do like her] 

3 [count]: a person who has a specified mental or emotional 
quality ■ A fight was avoided when cooler heads prevailed. 
[=when calmer or less angry people were able to convince 
others not to fight] — see also hothead, sorehead 

4 [singular] : a distance equal to the length of a head ■ The 
horse won the race by a head. • I’m a head taller than you. 

5 [count] : the front side of a coin : the side of a coin that 
shows a picture of a person’s head ■ the head of a penny — 
usually used in the plural to refer to one of the two choices 
you can make when a coin is thrown in the air to decide 
something ■ I call heads. ■ Is it heads or tails? [=did the coin 
land with heads or tails facing up?] ■ It landed heads up. 

— compare ’tail 3 

6 head [plural] : individual animals *100 head of cattle 

7 [count] a : an end of something that is like a head in 
shape or position — usually singular; often + of • She placed 
the pillows at the head of the bed. ■ We arrived early so that 
we’d be at the head [-front] of the line. ■ The chairman sat at 
the head of the table. ■ the head [-top] of a nail/pin/screw 

— compare FOOT b : the part of an object that hits or 
touches something else ■ a grinding head ■ the hammer’s 
head — often + of ■ the head of a spear • the head of a golf 
club — see also arrowhead, spearhead, warhead 

8 [noncount] : the position of being a leader • She’s at the 
head of her class. [=she is the best student iii her class] 

9 [count] a : a person who leads or directs a group or orga¬ 
nization ■ Have you met the new department head ? — often 
+ of • She is the head of our sales division. ■ heads of families/ 
households ■ heads of state [=leaders of countries] — often 
used before another noun ■ the restaurant’s head cook ■ the 
team’s head coach b chiefly Brit: head teacher 

10 [count] : a tight mass of leaves or flowers on a plant ■ The 
flower heads on the plant are very large. ■ a head of cabbage/ 
lettuce ■ a head of garlic 

11 [count] : the place where a stream or river begins — usu¬ 
ally singular ■ the head of the Nile 

12 [singular] : pressure caused by the water or steam in a 
machine When an engine has a full head of steam, it has 
built up a full amount of power. This phrase is often used 
figuratively to describe something that is moving forward in 
a fast and powerful way. ■ The project started slowly, but 
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now we have a jull head of steam. 

13 [count] : the bubbles that form on the top of some liquids 
(such as beer) — usually singular ■ the foamy head on a beer 

14 [singular] : the point at which a situation becomes very 
serious or when action is required ■ Things came to a head 
when the workers threatened to go on strike. * These new 
revelations brought the scandal to a head. 

15 [count]: a small, inflamed area on the skin with a spot in 
the middle — see also blackhead 

a big/swelled head informal : an overly high opinion of 
yourself ■ All those compliments have given him a big 
head. [=have made him very conceited] 
a head : for each person ■ The price is $20 a head, 
a price on someone’s head see 'price 
bang heads together see 'bang 
bite someone’s head off see 'bite 
butt heads see 3 butt 
count heads see 'count 
eyes in the back of your head see 'eye 
get it through someone’s head : to cause someone to 
learn and remember something ■ She’s finally gotten it 
through their heads that she doesn’t eat meat. 
get it through your head : to accept or understand (some¬ 
thing) ■ He can’t seem to get it through his head that I’m not 
interested in working with him. 
get your head round Brit: to understand (something) ■ She 
couldn’t get her head round why he had to leave. 
go over someone’s head : to discuss something with a per¬ 
son who is higher in rank than someone else ■ He went over 
his supervisor’s head to complain about the policy to the 
company’s president. [=he complained about the policy to 
the company’s president rather than his supervisor] 
go to your head 1 of an alcoholic drink : to make you feel 
drunk ■ I just had one glass of wine, but it went straight to 
my head. 2 : to make you believe that you are better than 
other people ■ He has never let his fame go to his head, 
have a head for : to have an ability to understand or deal 
with (something) ■ She’s always had a (good) head for busi¬ 
ness. ■ {Brit) He has a head for heights. [=he is not afraid of 
heights; being up high does not bother him] 
have/get your head (screwed) on right/straight informal 
: to think or act in a smart and sensible way • She’s young, 
but it’s clear that she has her head screwed on right. • You 
think that's a good idea? You need to get your head screwed 
on straight. 

head and shoulders above — used to say that someone or 
something is much better than others ■ They are/stand 
head and shoulders above the competition. 
head in the sand If you bury/have/hide (etc.) your head 
in the sand , you ignore something unpleasant that you 
should be dealing with. ■ He can’t just bury his head in the 
sand every time there’s a problem. 
head over heels : very deeply in love ■ We were head over 
heels (in love). ■ He fell head over heels for some girl he 
met at school. ■ (US) He went head over heels for her. 
heads roll informal If you say that heads will roll or (less 
commonly) heads are going to roll, you mean that people 
will be severely punished or will lose their jobs because of 
something that has happened. ■ When the boss finds out 
about the mistake, heads will roll, 
hit the nail on the head see 'hit 

hold up your head or hold your head (up) high : to be 
proud : to not feel ashamed ■ Even though they lost the 
game, they can still hold up their heads because they tried 
their best. 

keep your head : to remain calm ■ She has shown that she 
can keep her head in a crisis. 

keep your head above water : to avoid financial failure 
while having money problems • We have so much debt that 
we’re barely able to keep our heads above water, 
keep your head down informal : to behave in a quiet way 
that does not attract attention ■ a politician who is keeping 
his head down and trying to avoid controversy 
knock heads see 'knock 
knock someone’s head off see 'knock 
knock some sense into someone’s head see 'sense 
knock (something) on the head see ‘knock 
lose your head : to become very upset or angry ■ He lost his 
head and said some things he regrets. 
not make head or/nor tail of or US not make heads or/ 
nor tails (out) of informal : to be unable to understand 
(something) ■ I couldn’t make heads or tails of her reaction. 


■ His handwriting was so bad that we couldn't make heads 
or tails out of it. 

off the top of your head see 'top 

off your head Brit, informal: crazy or foolish ■ He’s not just 
eccentric—he’s completely off his head}. ■ He’s gone off his 
head over some girl. 

on your head 1 : with the upper and lower parts of your 
body reversed in position ■ Can you stand on your head? 
2 : in or into great disorder • News of the discovery turned 
the scientific world on its head. 3 — used to say that you 
will be blamed for something ■ If we miss our deadline, it 
will be on your head. [=it will be your fault] 
out of your head informal : unable to act or think in a rea¬ 
sonable and controlled way because of drunkenness or 
strong emotion ■ He was (drunk) out of his head. [=he was 
extremely drunk] ■ Her parents were out of their heads with 
worry [=were extremely worried and upset] when she 
didn’t come home on time. 

over your head : beyond your understanding or ability • 
The technical details were over my head. [=too complicated 
for me to understand] ■ That joke went right over my head. 
[=1 did not get that joke] ■ We realized after we started the 
business that we were (in) over our heads. [=we were trying 
to do something that was too difficult] 
per head : for each person ■ The price is $20 per head, 
put/stick/raise your head above the parapet see parapet 
put your heads together : to think of a solution to a prob¬ 
lem with another person • I’m sure we can solve this prob¬ 
lem if we just put our heads together, 
rear/raise its ugly head 4- If something bad rears/raises its 
ugly head, it suddenly becomes obvious or causes trouble. ■ 
Inflation threatened to rear its ugly head, 
scratch your head informal : to be confused about some¬ 
thing and unable to understand the reason for it ■ His odd 
behavior left us all scratching our heads, 
scream/shout/yell/laugh (etc.) your head off informal: to 
scream/shout/yell/laugh (etc.) very loudly or for a long 
time ■ She was screaming her head off. ■ You can shout your 
head off at him, but he still won’t listen. ■ If they saw me 
dressed like this, they’d laugh their heads off. 
shake your head see 'shake 

two heads are better than one — used to say that it is eas¬ 
ier for two people who help each other to solve a problem 
than it is for one person to solve a problem alone 
turn heads : to attract attention or notice ■ The car’s sleek 
design is bound to turn heads. 

2 head verb heads; head-ed; heading 

1 [+ obj] a : to be the leader of (something) ■ She heads the 
committee. ■ The group was headed by the church pastor. ■ 
He was accused of heading the revolt. — often + up ■ The re¬ 
search committee was headed up by several leading scien¬ 
tists. b : to be first on (a list) ■ He heads [=tops] the list of 
candidates for the job. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj ] : to go 
in a specified direction or toward a specified place ■ She 
turned around and headed (for) home. ■ I hopped in the car 
and headed down the street. ■ After lunch, we headed back 
to the office. • She headed out early this morning. ■ The birds 
have already started heading south for the winter. <*• To be 
heading or headed somewhere is to be going or directed 
somewhere. ■ Where are you heading' ? = Where are you 
headed? [=where are you going?] ■ The ship was headingi 
headed out to sea. — often + for ■ We were on a plane headed 
for Hawaii. — often used figuratively ■ The economy may be 
heading into a recession. ■ If you keep acting like this, you’ll 
be heading/headed for trouble! 

3 [+ obj] soccer : to hit (the ball) with your head ■ The for¬ 
ward headed the ball into the goal. 

head off [phrasal verb] 1 : to go to another place ■ I’ll see 
you later—I’m heading off. ■ He headed off to work. 2 
head (someone) off or head off (someone) : to stop (some¬ 
one) from moving forward ■ We can head them off at the 
pass. 3 head (something) off or head off (something) : to 
prevent (something) from happening ■ They tried to head 
off the crisis by raising interest rates. 
head*ache /'hed,eik/ noun, pi -aches 

1 : an ache or pain in the head [count] I’m starting to get a 
headache, [noncount] The symptoms include fever and 
headache. — see also splitting headache 

2 [count] : a difficult or annoying situation or problem ■ The 
city’s biggest headache is traffic. ■ Managing your finances 
can be a real headache. 
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— head-achy / ( hcd,eiki/ adj [more most ~] • I was feel¬ 
ing tired and headachy. 

head-band /'hedjbsend/ noun, pi -bands [count] : a band 
of cloth or some other material worn on or around your 
head 

head-board /'hcd,boad/ noun, pi -boards [count] : an up¬ 
right board at the end of a bed where you rest your head 

— see picture at bed 

head boy noun, pi ~ boys [count] Brit: an older male stu¬ 
dent in a British school who is chosen to have special duties 
and to represent the school 

head case noun, pi ' cases [count] informal : a person 
who has mental or emotional problems : a crazy person ■ 
Her brother’s a real head case. 

head-cheese /'hed^iiz/ noun [noncount] US : a food made 
from parts of the head, feet, and sometimes the tongue and 
heart of a pig — called also (Brit) brawn 
head cold noun, pi ~ colds [count] : a cold that mainly af¬ 
fects areas in your nose, throat, etc., and that makes breath¬ 
ing difficult 

head count noun, pi ~ counts [count] : an act of counting 
the number of people at a place, event, etc. ■ She did a head 
count to make sure all the students were on the bus. 
head-dress /'hed,dres/ noun.pl -dress-es [count]: a dec¬ 
orative covering for your head ■ The dancers wore ceremoni¬ 
al headdresses. 

head-ed /'hedsd/ adj : having a head or heads of a specified 
type or number — usually used in combination with another 
adjective ■ a curly -headed child [=a child with curly hair] • a 
red-headed actress ■ a two-headed ax — see also wrong¬ 
headed 

head-er /'hcd9/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a word, phrase, etc., that is placed at the beginning of a 
document, passage, etc., or at the top of a page ■ a column 
header ■ an e-mail header [=lines at the beginning of an 
e-mail message giving information about the message’s ori¬ 
gin, etc.] — see picture at table; compare FOOTER 

2 informal : a fall in which your head hits the ground • She 
tripped on the rock and took a header. 

3 soccer : a shot or pass made by hitting the ball with your 
head ■ He scored with a header past the goalie. 

— see also doubleheader 

head-first /'hcd'f^st/ adv 

1 : with the head leading ■ She dove into the water headfirst. 

— compare feetfirst 

2 : without taking time to think about your actions ■ She 
rushed into the relationship headfirst. 

— headfirst adj ■ a headfirst dive/slide 

head-gear /'hed,gi9/ noun [noncount] : things (such as hats 
and helmets) that are worn on your head ■ The law requires 
cyclists to wear protective headgear. ■ Her preferred form of 
headgear is a big, floppy hat. 

head girl noun, pi ~ girls [count] Brit: an older female stu¬ 
dent in a British school who is chosen to have special duties 
and to represent the school 

head—hunt-ing /'hed^Antii)/ noun [noncount] : the activi¬ 
ty of finding people who are suited for a particular job — of¬ 
ten used before another noun • They retained a head-hunting 
firm to fill the position of chief executive officer. 

— head-hunt-er /'hed,liAnt9/ noun.pl -ers [count] ■ Corpo¬ 
rations often use headhunters to find candidates for execu¬ 
tive positions. 

head-ing /'hedn)/ noun, pi -ings [count] 

1 : the direction in which a ship or aircraft points ■ What is 
your current heading ? 

2 : a word, phrase, etc., that is placed at the beginning of a 
document, passage, etc., or at the top of a page ■ We orga¬ 
nized all the recipes under different subject headings. ■ a 
chapter heading — see picture at table 

3 : a name or label used for a group of people or things ■ His 
paintings usually fall/go/come under the heading of realism. 

head-lamp /'hed^semp/ noun, pi -lamps [count] : head¬ 
light 

head-land /'hedland/ noun, pi -lands [count] : a narrow 
area of land that sticks out into the sea : PROMONTORY 
head-less /'hedlas/ adj : having no head ■ a headless pin ■ a 
headless body 

head-light /'hed,lait/ noun, pi -lights [count] : a light on 
the front of a vehicle (such as a car or motorcycle) — see 
picture at CAR 

1 head-line /'hcd,lain/ noun, pi -lines 


1 [count] : the title written in large letters over a story in a 
newspaper ■ The story of his arrest appeared beneath the 
headline “Caught!” • She only had time to scan the headlines 
before she had to rush out the door. 

2 headlines [plural] : the major news stories reported in 
newspapers, magazines, or television news programs ■ Sur¬ 
prising developments have kept the murder investigation in 
the headlines for several weeks. ■ He made/grabbed head¬ 
lines [=became the subject of major news] with his recent an¬ 
tismoking campaign. ■ She has grabbed/hit/made the head¬ 
lines by making public accusations of corruption within the 
government. ■ The murder investigation has been in the 
headlines for several weeks. 

2 headline verb -lines; -lined; -lin-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to provide (a newspaper story) with a headline — usually 
used as (be) headlined • The story of his arrest was headlined 
“Caught!” 

2 US : to be the main performer in (a show or concert) ■ The 
band is headlining the music festival. 

head-I in-er /'hed,lain9/ noun, pi -ers [count] ; the main 
performer in a show or concert ■ He was the headliner at a 
local night club. 

head-lock /'heddaik/ noun, pi -locks [count]: a method of 
holding someone by putting your arm around the person’s 
head ■ He had me in a headlock. 

head-long /'hed'lari)/ adv 

1 : with the head leading : headfirst ■ I dove headlong to 
the floor. 

2 : without taking time to think about your actions — usual¬ 
ly + into • We rushed headlong into marriage. 

— head-long /'hcdilairj/ adj, always used before a noun • a 
headlong dive ■ We made a headlong rush for the door. 

head-man /'hed'msen/ noun, pi -men /-'men/ [count] : a 
man who is the leader of a tribe or village : chief 
head-mas-ter /'hcd'msestas Brit 'hed'maista/ noun, pi 
-ters [count] 

1 : a man who is the head of a U.S. private school 

2 : a man who is the head of a British school 
head-mis-tress / , hed , mistr3s//iow/j, p/ -tress-es [count] 

1 : a woman who is the head of a U.S. private school 

2 : a woman who is the head of a British school 
head-on /'hcd'cnn/ adv 

1 : with the head or front hitting first ■ The two cars collided 
head-on. 

2 : in a very direct way ■ She decided to confront/meet the 
challenge head-on. 

— head-on adj, always used before a noun ■ a head-on colli¬ 
sion/confrontation 

head-phones /'hcd,foonz/ noun [plural] : a device that is 
worn over your ears and used for listening to music, the ra¬ 
dio, etc., without having other people hear it ■ a pair/set of 
headphones 

head-piece /'hed,pi:s/ noun, pi -piec-es [count] : a usually 
decorative covering for the head ■ The bride wore a veil with 
a beaded headpiece. 

head-quar-tered /'hed,kwo9t9d/ adj, not used before a 
noun : having headquarters in a certain place : based in a 
particular location ■ The company is headquartered in 
Springfield, Massachusetts. 

head-quar-ters /'hed,kwo9t9z/ noun [plural] : a place 
from which something (such as a business or a military ac¬ 
tion) is controlled or directed -$■ Headquarters is plural in 
form but is used with both plural and singular verbs. ■ The 
company’s headquarters is/are in Atlanta, 
head-rest /'hed^est/ noun, pi -rests [count] : the part of a 
seat or chair that supports your head — see picture at CAR 
head-room /'hcd,ru:m/ noun [noncount] : the space be¬ 
tween the top of your head and a ceiling or roof when you 
are standing or sitting ■ There isn’t much headroom in the 
basement. [=the ceiling is low in the basement] ■ He's looking 
for a car with a lot of headroom. 
head-scarf /'hed^kaatf/ noun, pi -scarves [count] : a 
piece of cloth worn over a woman’s or girl’s head 
head-set /'hcd,sct/ noun, pi -sets [count] 

1 : a pair of headphones 

2 : a device that holds an earphone and a microphone in 
place on a person’s head 

— see picture on next page 

head-stand /'hediStsend// iom/i. p/ -stands [count] : the act 
of positioning your body so that your head and hands are on 
the floor and your legs and feet are straight up in the air ■ 
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She can do a headstand. (=she can stand on her head] 
head start noun, pi ~ starts [count] 

1 : an advantage given to someone at the beginning of a race 

■ They gave me a five-minute head start. 

2 : an advantage that you have or get when you are starting 
to do something ■ She took some extra classes to get a head 
start in/on her career. ■ His natural athletic talent gave him a 
head start on/over his peers. 

head'Stone /'hed,stoun/ noun, pi -stones [count] : a stone 
that marks the place where a dead person is buried and that 
usually has the person’s name and birth and death dates on it 

— called also gravestone, tombstone 

head-strong /'hed,strait)/ adj [more most ~]: not will¬ 

ing to do what other people want: very stubborn ■ The child 
is very headstrong. ■ He is known for his headstrong behavior, 
heads up interj, US, informal — used to tell someone to 
look up because of possible danger ■ He shouted “ Heads up\" 
as he threw the ball. 

1 heads—Up /'hedz'Ap/ noun [singular] US, it\formal : a mes¬ 
sage that tells or warns someone about something that is go¬ 
ing to happen ■ She gave him a heads-up that the company’s 
president will be visiting the office. 

2 heads—up adj, always used before a noun, US, informal 
: showing that you are very aware of what is happening 
around you : alert ■ a heads-up play by the first baseman 
head table noun, pi ~ tables [count] : the table at which 
the most important people sit during a formal meal 
head teacher noun, pi ~ -ers [count] Brit : the person who 
is in charge of a school 

head—to—head adv : in a direct competition or contest ■ 
The two teams will compete head-to-head for the champion¬ 
ship. ■ He’ll go head-to-head with his toughest opponent in 
the upcoming debate. 

— head-to-head adj, always used before a noun ■ a head- 
to-head competition 

head-wait-er /'hed'weiW noun, pi -ers [count] : a waiter 
who is in charge of other waiters in a restaurant 
head-wa-ters /'hed,wait3 , z/ noun [plural] : the beginning 
and upper part of a stream or river • the headwaters of the 
Amazon 

head-way / l hed,wei/ noun 

make headway : to move forward or make progress ■ The 
wind kept the boat from making headway toward shore. ■ 
The boat made little headway [=moved forward very little] 
against the strong wind. ■ We’re gradually making headway 
with the project. ■ They’ve recently made some headway in 
their search for a cure. 

head-wind /'hed,wind/ noun, pi -winds [count] : a wind 
that is blowing toward something (such as a ship or an air¬ 
plane) as it moves forward — compare tailwind 
head-word /'h£d,w»d/ noun, pi -words [count] : a word 
placed at the beginning of an entry in a dictionary, encyclo¬ 
pedia, etc. 

heady /'hedi/ adj head-i-er; -est 

1 : causing feelings of excitement or dizziness : having a 
powerful effect on your senses ■ a heady wine/aroma ■ The 
plane soared to heady heights. 

2 : very excited and happy ■ They were heady with their 
newfound success. 

heal /'hi.l/ verb heals; healed; heal-ing 

1 [no obj] : to become healthy or well again ■ The cut healed 
slowly. ■ You’ve got to give the injury time to heal. - After the 
divorce, he needed some time to heal. 

2 [+ obj] : to make (someone or something) healthy or well 
again ■ The ointment will help heal the wound. • heal the sick 

■ Only time will heal the rlft/breach between the two families. 
[=make the two families become friendly again] 

— heal-er /'hiiW noun, pi -ers [count] ■ Native American 
healers ■ Time is a great healer. — healing adj ■ The tree 
sap is believed to have healing powers. ■ the healing process 
— healing noun [noncount] ■ traditional methods of heal¬ 


ing — see also faith healing 
1 health /'helG/ noun [noncount] 

1 a : the condition of being well or free from disease ■ We 
nursed him back to health. ■ My aunt is quite elderly, but she 
still has her health. [=she is still healthy] ■ She is the picture of 
health. [=she is very healthy] If you drink (to) someone's 
health, you take a drink as a wish for that person to be 
healthy, b : the overall condition of someone’s body or 
mind ■ He’s in good/poor health these days. ■ He has contin¬ 
ued to enjoy good health in his old age. ■ Her health is excel¬ 
lent. = She is in the best of health. ■ Smoking is bad for your 
health. ■ He is concerned about his sister’s mental health. 

2 : the condition or state of something ■ We must protect the 
health of our oceans. ■ The economy is in a period of robust 
financial health. ■ Investors are worried about the company’s 
health. 

give (someone or something) a clean bill of health see 

"BILL 

2 health adj, always used before a noun 

1 : of or relating to medical care ■ She works in the health 
field. ■ health insurance/services ■ He was treated at the 
health center. 

2 : relating to or affecting the condition of your body or 
mind ■ health education ■ Have you had any health problems 
recently? ■ These chemicals pose a health hazard/risk. 

health care noun [noncount] : the prevention or treatment 
of illness by doctors, dentists, psychologists, etc. 

— health-care adj, always used before a noun ■ health-care 
workers 

health club noun, pl~ clubs [count] : a private club where 
people go to exercise 

health farm noun, pi ~ farms [count] chiefly Brit : spa lb 
health food noun, pi ~ foods : a food that is believed to 
be good for your health ; a food that has no artificial ingredi¬ 
ents [noncount] He eats only health food. • She shops at the 
health-food store, [count] The restaurant offers a variety of 
health foods. 

health-ful /'heiOfal/ adj [more most ~] : good for your 
health : healthy - healthful living ■ a healthful lifestyle/diet 
• The meal was both healthful and satisfying. 

— health-ful-ly adv - health-ful-ness noun [noncount] 
health spa noun, pi ~ spas [count ]: spa lb 

healthy /'helGi/ adj health-i-er, -est [also more most ~] 

1 a : having good health : not sick or injured : well ■ 
healthy babies ■ tips for staying healthy b : showing good 
health ■ a healthy complexion ■ He has a healthy [-hearty, 
large] appetite. 

2 : good for your health : healthful ■ a healthy lifestyle/ 
diet ■ healthy living ■ Those foods aren’t healthy (for you). = 
It’s not healthy (for you) to eat those foods. 

3 : doing well : successful or growing ■ a healthy economy ■ 
The company is financially healthy. 

4 : large in size or amount ■ A healthy number of her poems 
were published in the magazine. ■ She has a healthy bank ac¬ 
count. ■ This line of work requires a healthy dose of self- 
discipline. ■ His business earns a healthy profit. 

5 : sensible or natural ■ The students have a healthy curiosity 
about the world. ■ a healthy respect for dangerous animals 

— health-i-ly /'helQali/ adv ■ living healthily - healthily active 
people — health-i-ness /'helGinas/ noun [noncount] 
— healthy adv, informal ■ He eats healthy. ■ She lives 
healthy by exercising and eating right. 

1 heap /'hi:p/ noun, pi heaps [count] 

1 : a large, disordered pile of things ■ He dumped the grass 
clippings into the compost heap. ■ a heap of old newspapers ■ 
She left her dirty clothes In a heap on the floor. — see also 

SCRAP HEAP 

2 informal: a great number or large amount of something ■ 
He’s in a heap of trouble! — often plural • They’ve got heaps 
of money. 

3 i\rtformdl : an old car that is in poor condition ■ I can’t be¬ 
lieve he’s still driving that old heap. 

at the bottom/top of the heap — used to describe a per¬ 
son’s level of success, position in society, etc. ■ Quite a few 
people applied for the job, but his past work experience 
put him at the top of the heap. [=made him the strongest 
candidate of the group] ■ People at the bottom of the heap 
[=poor peoplel will not be helped much by the new tax 
cuts. 

collapse/fall (etc.) in a heap : to fall very suddenly to the 
ground and lie there ■ Overcome by heat exhaustion, he 
collapsed/fell in a heap. 
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2 heap verb heaps; heaped; heap-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to put (something) in a large pile ■ He heaped the leaves 
(up) beside the fence. ■ They heaped food on our plates, 
[-they put a lot of food on our plates] — often used as (be) 
heaped ■ Books and magazines were heaped in a comer. ■ 
Bags of flour were heaped (up) on the counter, b : to put a 
pile or heap on or in (something) — + with • They heaped 
our plates with food. ■ She brought out a basket heaped with 
fruit. [=filled with a large amount of fruit] 

2 : to give (something, such as praise, blame, etc.) in large 
amounts — + on or upon ■ The critics heaped scorn on our 
efforts. [=the critics were very scornful of our efforts] ■ He 
was embarrassed by all the praise being heaped upon him. 

heaped adj, Brit : heaping ■ a heaped plateful ■ a heaped ta¬ 
blespoon 

heaping adj, us 

1 : holding a large pile of something ■ I ate three heaping 
platefuls of rice and beans. 

2 : holding as much as can be held ■ Add one heaping table¬ 
spoon of sugar. 

hear /'hi*/ verb hears; heard /'had/; hear-ing 

1 not used in progressive tenses a ; to be aware of (sound) 
through the ear [+ obj ] Do you hear that music? ■ I can’t 
hear you. = I can’t hear what you are saying. ■ I couldn’t hear 
a word of what he said over all that noise. ■ I thought I heard 
him leave. ■ He was heard leaving. = He was heard to leave. 
[no obj ] Would you turn the volume up a little? I can’t hear. • 
She doesn’t hear well. [=her ability to hear sounds is poor; 
her hearing is poor] b [+ obj] : to listen to (someone or 
something) ■ I heard her in concert a few years ago. ■ Have 
you ever heard Wagner sung/performed in English? ■ The 
committee will hear witnesses today. 

2 : to be told (something) [+ obj] 1 hear he’s leaving town. ■ 
“Is he leaving town?’’ "So I’ve heard." = “So I hear." • "Is he 
leaving town?” “That’s what I'm hearing [=that’s what peo¬ 
ple are saying] ■ I don’t know what happened. I’ll let you 
know if I hear anything. ■ I’ve heard it said that smoking is 
bad for your health. ■ He heard it on the radio. ■ (old- 
fashioned) I hear tetfthat he's leaving town. ■ Have you heard 
the one/joke about the traveling salesman and the farmer’s 
daughter? [no obj] Didn’t you hearl There’s a storm heading 
our way. — often + about • A week passed before they heard 
about the incident. ■ Frankly, I’m sick of hearing about his 
problems. 

3 [+ obj] : to give attention to (someone or something) ■ 
Lord, hear our prayers. 

4 [+ obj] law : to listen to and make a judgment about (a 
court case) ■ The judge will hear the case. 

be hearing things : to hear sounds that are not real ■ She 
swears she heard someone open the door, but I think she's 
just hearing things. 

hear from [phrasal verb] hear from (someone) : to receive a 
letter, a telephone call, etc., from (someone) ■ We heard 
from them yesterday. ■ I haven’t heard from her lately. • I 
haven’t heard anything from her lately. 

Hear! Hear! — used during a speech or meeting to say that 
you agree with what someone else has just said 
hear of [phrasal verb] hear of (someone or something) : to 
be aware of the existence of (someone or something) : to 
know about (someone or something) ■ He’s supposed to be 
a famous actor, but this is the first time I’ve ever (even) 
heard of him. [=the first time I have heard his name] ■ I’ve 
never heard of such a thing! ■ If I hear of a job opening. I’ll 
let you know. — see also not hear of (below) 
hear out [phrasal verb] hear (someone) out : to listen to 
(someone who wants to tell you something) ■ I know you 
don’t agree but hear me out. 

hear yourself think informal — used to say that you cannot 
think clearly because of loud talking, music, etc. ■ That 
music is so loud I can’t hear myself think. 

I hear what you’re saying informal — used to say that you 
understand what someone is telling you ■ I hear what you’re 
saying but I still disagree. 
make your presence heard see presence 
make yourself heard see ‘make 

never/not hear the end of it informal — used to say that 
someone will keep talking about something for a long time 
■ If it turns out that he’s right, we’ll never hear the end of it. 
[=he will keep reminding us that he was right] 
not hear of: to not allow (something) ■ We tried to pay him 
for his help, but he would/i’f hear of it. [=he wouldn’t allow 
us to pay] — see also hear of (above) 
you could hear a pin drop see ‘pin 


hear-er /'hira*/ noun, pi -ers [count]: a person who hears or 
listens to someone or something ■ Different hearers may in¬ 
terpret the same phrase differently. 
hearing /'hint)/ noun, pi -ings 

1 [noncount] : the sense through which a person or animal is 
aware of sound : the ability to hear ■ Her hearing is good/ 
poor. ■ He suffered some loss of hearing in his right ear. ■ She 
is hearing-impaired. [=not able to hear well] — see also hard 
of hearing at 1 hard 

2 [noncount] : the distance within which someone’s voice 
can be heani ■ She stayed within hearing of her mother’s 
voice. [=she stayed close enough to her mother to hear her 
voice] 

3 [count] : an opportunity to explain why you did, said, or 
believe something — usually singular ■ They agreed to give 
both sides a fair hearing. [=they agreed to listen to and con¬ 
sider statements from both sides] 

4 [count] : a meeting or session at which evidence and argu¬ 
ments about a crime, complaint, etc., are presented to a per¬ 
son or group who will have to decide on what action should 
be taken • The judge has granted them a hearing. • The com¬ 
mittee held public hearing on the bill. 

hearing aid noun, pi ~ aids [count] : an electronic device 
worn in or on the ear to help a person who has hearing prob¬ 
lems to hear better 

hear-say /'hia^sei/ noun [noncount] : something heard from 
another person : something that you have been told ■ You 
can’t judge them solely on the basis of hearsay. • They're sup¬ 
posedly getting married soon, but that's just hearsay. ■ (law) 
hearsay evidence [=evidence presented by a witness that is 
based on another person’s statement] 

hearse /'has/ noun, pi hears*es [count] : a large car that is 
used for carrying a coffin to a grave 
heart /'ha»t/ noun, pi hearts 

1 [count] : the organ in your chest that pumps blood through 
your veins and arteries ■ I could feel my heart pounding/rac¬ 
ing. ■ He has a bad/weak heart. — often used before another 
noun ■ He suffers from a heart condition. • heart failure/dis¬ 
ease/surgery ■ a heart murmur ■ Aerobic exercise increases 
your heart rate. [=pulse] — see picture at human; see also 

OPEN-HEART 

2 [count] : the front part of your chest ■ He put his hand on 
his heart. • (literary) She clutched the child to her heart. 
[=breast, bosom] 

3 a [count] : the heart thought of as the place where emo¬ 
tions are felt ■ You shouldn’t let your heart rule your head. 
[=you should be guided by reason and not by your emotions] 
■ When she heard the news, her heart filled with joy /sorrow. ■ 
You’re a man after my own heart [=we have similar likes and 
dislikes] ■ He offered to help us out of the goodness of his 
heart [=because he is a good person and not because he 
wanted to get anything for himself] ■ He wears his heart on 
his sleeve. [=he shows his emotions very openly] ■ She’s not 
too smart, but at least her heart is in the right place. [=she is 
a kind person who is trying to do good things] ■ I just didn't 
have the heart to tell her that I didn’t like her singing. [=1 
couldn’t tell her because I knew that she would be hurt by 
what I said] ■ The idea struck fear Into their hearts. [=made 
them very afraid] ■ I decided to follow my heart [=to do what 
I truly wanted to do] and take up acting. ■ My heart goes out 
to [=1 feel very sorry for] the families of the victims. ■ Her 
heart’s desire [=greatest wish] was to become a movie star. ■ 
She just couldn’t find ft in her heart to forgive them. ■ I felt in 
my heart that our relationship was never meant to be. ■ I 
think she knows in her heart that they’re right. = I think she 
knows it in her heart of hearts. [=she knows it even though 
she does not want to admit it] ■ They said they’d try to fix the 
problem, but I could see that their hearts (just) weren’t in it 
[=they did not really feel much interest or enthusiasm about 
doing it] b : a kind or generous feeling for other people 
[noncount] a ruler without heart [count] a ruler without a 
heart • He has a kind heart. [=he treats people kindly] ■ He 
has a cold/hard heart. [=he treats people in a harsh or un¬ 
friendly way] ■ She has a big heart = She is all heart = She 
has a heart of gold [=she is a very kind person] ■ She has a 
heart of stone. [=she does not care at all about the feelings of 
other people] ■ Have a heart Can’t you see he needs help? 
— see also change of heart, heart-to-heart, lonely 

HEARTS 

4 [noncount] : feelings of love or affection ■ It’s best not to 
interfere in matters/affairs of the heart [=romantic matters/ 
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affairs] ■ He was determined to win/steal/capture her heart. 
[=to win her love] 

5 [ noncount ] : emotional strength that allows you to contin¬ 
ue in a difficult situation ■ The team has shown a lot of heart. 

6 a the heart : the central or most important part of some¬ 
thing ■ deep in the heart of the forest ■ Their offices are in the 
heart of the city. ■ Let’s get right to the heart of the matter, b 
[count] : the central part of some vegetables ■ artichoke 
hearts ■ cabbage hearts 

7 [count] : a shape that looks like a simple drawing of a heart 
and that is used as a symbol of love and affection ■ The child 
decorated the card with hearts and flowers. 

8 a [count] : a playing card that is marked with a red heart ■ 
one heart, two diamonds, and two clubs — see picture at 
playing card b hearts [plural] : the suit in a deck of 
playing cards that consists of cards marked by hearts ■ the 
king of hearts — compare club, diamond, spade 
absence makes the heart grow fonder see absence 

at heart 1 : at the most basic level ■ I’m really a romantic at 
heart. • She’s 81 years old, but she’s still young at heart. 
[=she behaves and thinks like a much younger person] 2 
: as a main concern ■ We have your best interests at heart. 
[=we want to do what is best for you] 
break someone’s heart : to cause someone to feel great 
sorrow or sadness • He broke her heart when he left her for 
another woman. ■ Her boyfriend left her with a broken 
heart. ■ It breaks my heart to think of how those children 
have suffered. 

by heart : from memory ■ She knows the entire poem by 
heart. [=she has learned the poem and can recite it from 
memory) ■ He learned the speech by heart, 
close/dear/near to your heart: very personally and emo¬ 
tionally important to you ■ This topic is one that’s very 
close to my heart. [=1 care very much about this subject] ■ 
The school is very near and dear to her heart, 
cross my heart see "cross 
cry your heart out see ‘cry 

do your heart good : to make you feel very happy ■ It does 
his heart good to know that his daughters have become 
friends. 

eat your heart out see eat 
faint of heart see ‘faint 

from the bottom of your heart or from the/your heart: in 

a very sincere way ■ He thanked us from the bottom of his 
heart. ■ When I said you were my best friend, I meant it 
from the bottom of my heart. ■ His speech at the memorial 
service was straight from the heart, 
harden your heart see harden 

have your heart set on (something) or set your heart on 
(something) 4- When you have your heart set on something 
or when you set your heart on something, you want it very 
much. ■ She has her heart set on a new bicycle. 
heart in your mouth informal -<* If your heart is in your 
mouth, you are very excited or nervous about something. • 
He waited for her arrival with his heart in his mouth, 
heart is knocking see ‘knock 

heart skips a beat informal When you say that your 
heart skipped a beat or that something made your heart 
skip a beat, it means that you suddenly became very sur¬ 
prised, excited, or nervous about something. ■ When I 
learned I was on live television, my heart skipped a beat. ■ 
The news was enough to make his heart skip a beat, 
heavy heart : a feeling of sadness ■ It is with a heavy heart 
that I bring you this bad news. 
know your own heart see ‘know 

light heart: a feeling of happiness • He left for home with a 
light heart. 

lose heart : to begin to feel that you cannot do something 
that you have been trying to do : to become discouraged ■ 
They never lost heart, even in the face of adversity. 
lose your heart : to fall in love with someone ■ He met a 
beautiful woman and lost his heart. — usually + to • She 
lost her heart to a dashing young artist. 
open your heart 1 : to talk in a very open and honest way 
about your feelings ■ He opened his heart (to her) and told 
her how he really felt. 2 : to begin to be generous and 
kind ■ We should all open our hearts and do something to 
help those poor children. 
pour your heart out see pour 

sick at heart: very sad and upset ■ The idea of children suf¬ 
fering from hunger made him sick at heart, 
sing/dance/play (etc.) your heart out: to sing/dance/play 
(etc.) with great energy or effort • The band played their 


hearts out in hopes of winning the prize. 
take heart: to begin to feel better and more hopeful : to 
stop feeling sad or discouraged ■ Take heart, things will get 
better soon. 

take (something) to heart : to be deeply affected or hurt 
by something ■ He took their criticism (very much) to heart, 
to your heart’s content: until you feel satisfied : as long or 
as much as you want ■ They let him eat and drink to his 
heart’s content. ■ Let’s go somewhere where we can talk to 
our hearts’ content. 

warm the cockles of your heart see cockle 
with all your heart: in a very sincere and deeply felt way ■ I 
love him with all my heart. ■ She tried with all her heart to 
please them. 

your heart bleeds for ■❖•If your heart bleeds for someone, 
you feel great sadness or pity for that person. 
your heart leaps When your heart leaps, you become 
very happy or joyful about something. ■ Our hearts leapt 
when we heard that she had won. 
your heart melts When your heart melts, you begin to feel 
love, affection, or sympathy for someone or something. ■ 
When he saw the puppies, his heart melted. ■ It would have 
melted your heart to see her lying in that hospital bed. ■ A 
warm smile melts the heart. 

your heart sinks When your heart sinks, you become sad 
or disappointed about something. ■ My heart sank when I 
saw the sad expression on her face. 
heart*ache /'haa^eik/ noun, pi -aches : a strong feeling 
of sadness [count] I’ve had more than my share of heart¬ 
aches in my life, [noncount] If you ignore the problem, 
you’ll just cause yourself more heartache [-grief] later on. 
heart attack noun, pi ~ -tacks [count] : a sudden painful 
and dangerous condition in which your heart stops beating 
properly • Her chest pains turned out to be caused by a mi¬ 
nor heart attack. ■ He died of a massive heart attack. ■ He fell 
off the swing and nearly gave me a heart attack. [=scared me 
very badly] 

heart-beat /'haa-^biit/ noun, pi -beats [count] : the action 
or sound of the heart as it pumps blood • The patient had a 
rapid heartbeat. ■ irregular heartbeats 

in a heartbeat US, informal: in a very brief time : without 
any delay or hesitation ■ Even though the job was difficult, 
he says he’d agree to do it again in a heartbeat. 
heart-break /'haa^breik/ noun, pi -breaks : a very strong 
feeling of sadness, disappointment, etc. [count] He recently 
suffered a string of romantic heartbreaks, [noncount] She’s 
had more than her share of heartbreak. [=her heart has been 
broken many times] 

heart-break-er /'haa^breika 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 
: someone or something that causes you to feel very sad, dis¬ 
appointed, etc. : someone or something that breaks your 
heart ■ a handsome actor who has a reputation as a heart- 
breaker (=as someone who breaks the hearts of many wom¬ 
en] ■ The team’s most recent loss was a real heartbreaker. 
heart-break-ing /'haat.breikir)/ adj [more most —] 
: causing great sadness, disappointment, etc. ■ She wrote a 
heartbreaking story about the death of her grandfather. ■ It 
was heartbreaking to know that there was nothing I could 
do. ■ The team suffered another heartbreaking defeat. 

— heart‘break-ing-ly adv [more most ~] ■ a heartbreak- 
ingly tragic movie 

heart-brO-ken /'haa^broukan/ adj [more —; most —] 
: filled with great sadness ■ She is heartbroken [= brokenheart¬ 
ed ] that things turned out so badly, 
heart-burn /'haa^b&n/ noun [noncount] : an unpleasant 
hot feeling in your chest caused by something that you ate ■ I 
like spicy food, but it gives me heartburn. 
heart-en /'haa-tn/ verb -ens; -ened; -ending [+ obj] : to 
cause (someone) to feel more cheerful or hopeful ■ The 
team’s victory has heartened its fans. — usually used as (be) 
heartened ■ The team’s fans were heartened by the victory. 

— heartening adj [more most ~] ■ It was heartening to 
see him looking so happy. ■ We’ve received some hearten¬ 
ing news. 

heart-felt /'hcia^fclt/ adj [more —; most ~] : deeply felt 
: very sincere ■ You have our heartfelt thanks/sympathy/con¬ 
gratulations. ■ Our most heartfelt wish is for our children to 
be happy. 

hearth /'haa-G/ noun, pi hearths [count] : the floor in front 
of or inside a fireplace ■ They swept the ashes from the 
hearth. ■ (literary ) They longed for the comforts of hearth 
and home. [=the comforts of home] 
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heart—healthy /'haa^helGi/ adj [more most ~] chiefly 
US : good for the health of your heart ■ a heart-healthy diet ■ 
heart-healthy foods 

heart-i«ly /'haatali / adv [more most ~] 

1 : in an enthusiastic and energetic way : in a hearty way ■ 
The children ate heartily. [=they ate a lot of food] ■ We all 
laughed heartily. ■ I heartily recommend the movie. 

2 : completely or fully ■ I’m heartily sick of their complaints. 

■ 1*11 be heartily [=very] glad when this job is done. ■ They 
heartily agreed. 

heart-land / , haa't l la:nd/ noun, pi -lands [count] 

1 a : a central area of land ■ We drove into Scotland’s heart¬ 
land. b : the central area of the U.S. which is known for 
traditional values ■ a politician who is popular in the Ameri¬ 
can heartland 

2 : an area that is the center of an industry or activity ■ the 
heartland of high technology 

heart-less /‘haa^tlas/ adj [more most —] : very cruel ■ a 
heartless person/act 

— heart-less-ly adv ■ She rescues pets that have been heart¬ 
lessly abandoned. — heart-less-ness noun [noncount] 

heart-rend-ing /’haa^rendii]/ adj [more most ~]: caus¬ 

ing great sadness or sorrow ■ a heartrending [= heartbreaking] 
story/cry 

— heart-rend-ing-ly adv 

heart-sick /■haa'hsik/ adj [more most ~] : very sad or 
disappointed ■ They were absolutely heartsick over/about the 
loss of their home. ■ I was heartsick to learn of their divorce, 
heart—StOp-ping /'haabstCLpir)/ adj, always used before a 
noun [more most ~] : extremely shocking or exciting • a 
heart-stopping adventure ■ heart-stopping views of the canyon 
heart-strings /'haa^stnrjz/ noun [plural ]: deep emotions- 
That movie really tugs/pulls at your heartstrings. [=makes 
you emotional] ■ a writer who knows how to play on his 
readers ’ heartstrings 

heart-throb /'haa^Graib/ noun, pi -throbs [count] : an at¬ 
tractive and usually famous man ■ the latest teen heartthrob 
1 heart—to—heart / , ha3 , tt3 , haa i t/ adj : very sincere and hon¬ 
est ■ The two of them had a heart-to-heart talk. [=they spoke 
to each other about their feelings very honestly] 

2 heart—to—heart noun, pi -hearts [count] : an honest, seri¬ 
ous, and private conversation ■ He had a heart-to-heart with 
his son about the facts of life. 

heart-Warm-ing /’haa^waa-mii]/ adj [more most ~] 
: causing pleasant feelings of happiness ■ The movie is a 
heartwarming story about a boy and his dog. ■ It’s heart¬ 
warming to see how his neighbors have helped him. 
hearty /'haa^ti/ adj heart-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : done or expressed in a very open, cheerful, and energetic 
way ■ He gave us all a hearty welcome/greeting. ■ Our plan 
won their hearty [= wholehearted ] approval. ■ a hearty laugh/ 
handshake 

2 : strong, healthy, and active • hearty young men and wom¬ 
en ■ His grandmother remains hale and hearty in her old age. 

■ All of the children have hearty appetites. = All of the chil¬ 
dren are hearty eaters. [=all of the children eat large 
amounts of food] 

3 : large enough to satisfy hunger • a hearty meal ■ hearty 
soups 

— heart-i-ness noun [noncount] 

1 heat /'hi:t/ noun, pi heats 

1 [noncount] : energy that causes things to become warmer ■ 
The sun’s heat melted the snow. ■ the intense heat of a fire ■ 
She applied heat to the sore muscles in her leg. • body heat 

2 [noncount] : hot weather or temperatures ■ a period of high 
heat and humidity ■ The crops were damaged by drought and 
extreme heat. ■ the desert’s dry heat [=hot temperatures with 
little moisture in the air] — often used with the ■ She doesn’t 
like the heat. ■ The runners performed well despite the 90- 
degree heat. ■ These flowers tend to wilt in the heat of sum¬ 
mer. ■ They found a place to rest during the midday/after¬ 
noon heat. ■ They rested during the heat of the day. [=the 
hottest part of the day] 

3 a : the level of temperature that is used to cook something 
[count] — usually singular ■ The meat was cooked at a high 
heat for 10 minutes. ■ Reduce the heat to low and simmer. 
[noncount] Cook the milk over low/gentle/medium heat, b 
[singular] : a source of heat used for cooking something : the 
hot part of an oven, stove top, etc. - Remove the pan from 
the heat. 

4 [noncount] chiefly US : the system that is used to provide 
warmth to a room or building ■ The house uses electric/gas/ 


oil/solar heat. [=heating] ■ Would you please turn up/down 
the heat? [-{Brit ) heating] 

5 [noncount] a : strong and often angry feelings ■ It’s a topic 
that generates a lot of heat. ■ He responded with some heat 
[=he responded in an angry way] to the accusations, b : the 
time when emotions are most strongly felt — used in phrases 
like in the heat of passion, in the heat of the moment, etc. ■ 
The crime was committed in the heat of passion. [=swhen the 
criminal was very angry] • She said things in the heat of the 
moment [=when she was angry for a short period of time] 
that she later regretted. — see also in the heat of (the) battle 
at ’ BATTLE 

6 chiefly US, informal a the heat : pressure to do some¬ 
thing ■ The administration is putting the heat on legislators to 
approve the tax bill. ■ She’s at her best when the heat is on. 
[=when she feels a lot of pressure; when she needs to finish 
something quickly] • The company has turned up the heat on 
[=has put extra pressure on] its employees to finish the job 
quickly, -v* The expression if you can’t stand/take the heat, 
get out of the kitchen means that you should not try to do a 
difficult job if you cannot deal with the pressure and prob¬ 
lems that are part of the job. b [noncount] : criticism or 
abuse ■ He took/got a lot of heat for his decision. 

7 [count] : one of several races or contests that are held in or¬ 
der to decide who will be in the final race or contest • The 
top two finishers in each heat will move on to the finals. 

— see also dead heat 

in heat (US) or Brit on heat — used to describe a female an¬ 
imal that is ready to have sex and is able to become preg¬ 
nant ■ The cat is in heat. ■ like a dog in heat ■ an animal that 
is coming into heat [=beginning to be in heat] 
more heat than light *0* To produce or generate more heat 
than light means to cause anger without helping to make 
something better understood. ■ Her first book on the issue 
generated more heat than light, 
pack heat US slang, old-fashioned + humorous : to carry a 
gun ■ a thug who was packing heat 

— see also prickly heat 

— heat-less /'hi:tlas/ adj ■ heatless buildings 

2 heat verb heats; heat-ed; heat-ing [+ obj] : to cause 
(something) to become warm or hot ■ I heated the vegetables 
in the microwave. ■ They heat their house with a wood stove. 
heat up [phrasal verb] 1 : to become warm or hot ■ The 
morning started out cold but it heated up quickly. 2 : to 
become more active, intense, or angry ■ Their conversation 
started to heat up. [=(Brit) hot up] ■ Competition between 
the two companies is heating up. 3 heat (something) up or 
heat up (something) : to cause (something) to become 
warm or hot ■ Could you heat up the vegetables, please? 
— see also preheat 
heat-ed /'hiitad/ adj 

1 : including a system that provides warmth ■ a heated pool/ 
apartment 

2 [more most ~] : marked by excited or angry feelings ■ a 
heated argument/debate/dispute ■ Their conversation/dis¬ 
cussion quickly became heated. 

— heat-ed-ly adv ■ He heatedly denied the rumors, 
heat-er /'hi:ta-/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a machine that heats 

water or air • a water heater — see also space heater 
heat exhaustion noun [noncount] medical : a condition 
that happens when someone is too active in extremely hot 
conditions and that causes a person to sweat and feel very 
weak, dizzy, etc. — called also (chiefly US) heat prostration ; 
compare heatstroke 

heath /'hi:0/ noun, pi heaths [count]: an area of land that is 
covered with grass and small shrubs 
hea-then /'hiiban/ noun, pi hea-thens or heathen [count] 
old-fashioned + often offensive : a person who is not religious 
or who does not practice Christianity, Judaism, or Islam 

— heathen adj ■ heathen gods/practices • a heathen people/ 
nation 

heath-er /'he5a>/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a low-growing plant 
of northern areas that has small leaves and tiny white or 
purplish-pink flowers 

Heath Rob-in-son /.hiiG'rcrbansan/ adj, always used be¬ 
fore a noun, Brit: rube goldberg ■ a Heath Robinson con¬ 
traption/device 

heating noun [noncount] : a system that is used to provide 
warmth to a room or building ■ a house with electric heating 
[-heat] ■ (Brit) Would you please turn up/down the heating ? 
[=(t/.S) heat] ■ The house has central heating. [=a system that 
heats all parts of a building] 
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heat lightning noun [noncount] chiefly US : flashes of light 
in the sky that happen without the sound of thunder and 
that are produced by distant lightning 
heat'proof /'hi:t,pru:f/ adj : not able to be burned or melt¬ 
ed ■ a heatproof bowl/dish/plate 
heat prostration noun [noncount\ chiefly US, medical 

l HEAT EXHAUSTION 

heat rash noun, pi ~ rashes [count, noncount ] medical : a 
skin rash that people sometimes get during hot weather 
: PRICKLY HEAT 

heat resistant adj [more most —] : not easily burned or 

melted ■ heat resistant cooking utensils 
heat—seeking adj, always used before a noun : designed to 
follow the heat from an airplane or rocket in order to de¬ 
stroy it ■ heat-seeking missiles 

heat-stroke /'hi:t,strook/ noun [noncount] medical : a seri¬ 
ous condition that happens when someone has been in high 
temperatures for a long time and that causes a person to stop 
sweating, have a very high body temperature, and become 
exhausted or unconscious — compare HEAT EXHAUSTION, 
SUNSTROKE 

heat wave noun, pi ~ waves [count] : a period of unusual¬ 
ly hot weather 

1 heave /'hi:v/ verb heaves; heaved; heav-ing 

1 : to lift or pull (something) with effort [+ obj] We heaved 
the box (up) onto the table. ■ I tried to heave myself (up) out 
of the chair. ■ She heaved the door shut, [no obj] — usually 
+ on ■ The sailors started heaving on the rope. 

2 [+ obj] US : to throw (something) with effort ■ heave a rock 
■ The quarterback heaved the ball down the field. 

3 [+ obj] : to breathe in and breathe out (a sigh) in a slow or 
loud way ■ She sat down and heaved a sigh of relief. 

4 [no obj] a : to move up and down repeatedly ■ He stopped 
running and stood there with his chest heaving. ■ The boat 
heaved up and down with the waves, b : to be pushed up ■ 
The roads have begun to heave with frost. 

5 [no obj] informal : vomit ■ The smell made me want to 
heave. If your stomach is heaving , you feel like vomiting. 
heave into view or heave in/into sight past tense and past 

participle hove : to slowly move closer and become visible 
■ A ship hove into view on the horizon. 
heave to [phrasal verb] past tense and past participle hove 
of a boat or ship : to stop moving ■ The ship hove to. 

- see also HEAVING 
2 heave noun, pi heaves [count] 

1 : an act of lifting or pulling something with effort • We lift¬ 
ed the box onto the table with a heave. ■ He gave the rope a 
mighty heave. 

2 : a forceful throw ■ The quarterback uncorked a mighty 
heave. 

- see also dry heaves 
heave-ho /'hiiv'hou/ noun 

the (old) heave-ho informal : the act of causing someone to 
leave a job, place, or relationship ■ The team’s coach gave 
him the heave-ho. [=made him leave the team] ■ We got the 
old heave-ho [=we got kicked out; we had to leave] when 
we couldn’t pay the rent on our apartment, 
heav^en/'hevan/ noun, pi -ens 

1 or Heaven [singular] : the place where God lives and 
where good people go after they die according to some reli¬ 
gions ■ She prayed to God in Heaven. • He hopes to go to 
Heaven when he dies. ■ Our baby is a gift from heaven. 

2 [noncount] : something that is very pleasant or good ■ The 
week at the beach was (sheer/pure) heaven. • [chiefly US) 
The cake tastes like heaven. [=it is delicious] ■ Her voice 
sounded like heaven, [—it sounded very beautiful] 

3 the heavens : the sky • the brightest star in the heavens ■ 
The heavens opened (up) [=it began to rain] and the game 
had to be stopped. 

4 — used informally by itself and in phrases to make a state¬ 
ment or question more forceful or to express surprise, anger, 
etc. ■ “Have you ever committed a crime?” ‘ Heavens , no!” ■ 
Good heavensl You startled me. • Heaven’s above, I haven’t 
seen you in a while. ■ My heavens , [=(more commonly) my 
goodness] you’ve grown! ■ Who in heaven’s name [=on earth, 
in God's name] could that be? ■ Where in heaven’s name have 
you been? ■ For heaven’s sake, turn down that music! 

(a) heaven on earth : a very pleasant or enjoyable place or 
situation ■ We spent our vacation in a real heaven on earth. 
• The time we spent together was heaven on earth, 
heaven forbid see forbid 
heaven help someone see ’help 


heaven knows see ’know 

made In heaven : very good and successful • Theirs was a 
marriage made in heaven. • Our partnership is a match 
made in heaven. 

move heaven and earth see ’move 
thank heaven/heavens see thank 

to high heaven informal: very much, very badly, etc. ■ The 
kids were laughing and screaming to high heaven. [=very 
loudly] ■ This whole situation stinks to high heaven. [=it 
stinks; it is very bad or wrong] 

— see also HOG HEAVEN, SEVENTH HEAVEN 

heav-en-ly /'hevanli/ adj 

1 always used before a noun : appearing or occurring in the 
sky ■ the moon, stars, and other heavenly bodies 

2 always used before a noun : of or relating to heaven : di¬ 
vine or blessed ■ heavenly angels/choirs ■ heavenly grace 

3 [more most ~] informal : very pleasant or good ■ The 
weather was heavenly. ■ a heavenly dessert 

heav-en—Sent /'hevan^ent/ adj : very lucky or helpful ■ a 
heaven-sent opportunity ■ Her advice was heaven-sent. 
heav-en-ward /'hevanwad/ also chiefly Brit heav*en- 
wards /'hevanwadz/ adv : toward the sky • Lift your eyes 
heavenward. 

heavi-ly /■hevali/ adv [more most —] 

1 : to a great degree : very much ■ heavily salted foods ■ 
heavily armored vehicles ■ heavily populated/forested areas ■ 
He relies heavily on his wife for advice. ■ These artists borrow 
heavily from Picasso. ■ Our flowers were heavily damaged by 
a late spring frost. ■ She drank and smoked heavily for years. 

■ The decision weighs heavily on my mind. [=the decision is 
difficult and causes me to feel worried] 

2 : in a slow or heavy way ■ He sat down heavily on the 
couch. ■ He was leaning heavily on the table. ■ She sighed 
heavily then said “Okay, I’ll do it.” 

heaving adj, Brit: filled with people and activity ■ The shop 
was heaving [-teeming] with customers. 

1 heavy /'hevi/ adj heavi-er; -est 

1 a : having great weight: difficult to lift or move • “Is that 
box too heavy for you to lift?” “No, it’s not very heavy.” ■ a 
heavy suitcase ■ heavy pots and pans ■ The truck was carrying 
a heavy load. — opposite LIGHT b : large in size and weight 

■ The man was six feet tall with a heavy build. ■ a tall, heavy 
[=(less politely)/hr] man 

2 ; having a particular weight ■ How heavy is it? [=how much 
does it weigh?] 

3 a : greater in amount or degree than usual ■ Turnout for 
the election is expected to be heavy. ■ We got caught in heavy 
traffic, b : strong ■ heavy perfume ■ heavy winds c : great 
in amount ■ Heavy rains caused flooding in the area. ■ heavy 
bleeding/sweating ■ She was wearing sunglasses and heavy 
makeup. ■ The storm caused heavy damage to the building. ■ 
The company is facing heavy losses this quarter. ■ We suf¬ 
fered heavy casualties. [=many deaths or injuries] ■ a day of 
heavy fighting d : difficult to accept or bear ■ They are pay¬ 
ing a heavy price for their mistakes. ■ It is a heavy burden for 
one person to bear. : harsh or severe ■ The stress has taken a 
heavy toll on his health. ■ heavy fines/penalties e : great in 
degree or effect ■ He came under heavy attack/fire for his 
comments. ■ She is the heavy favorite to win. • the country’s 
heavy reliance on oil ■ [chiefly Brit) He caught a heavy cold. 

— opposite LIGHT 

4 : involving a lot of physical effort ■ an hour of heavy exer¬ 
cise/exertion ■ Why do I have to do all the heavy work ? ■ I 
hurt my back and couldn’t do any heavy lifting. — some¬ 
times used figuratively ■ He does all the heavy lifting ^diffi¬ 
cult work] while his partner gets the recognition. — opposite 
LIGHT 

5 : very loud or forceful ■ The song has a heavy beat. ■ There 
was a heavy knock at the door. ■ heavy footsteps ■ He deliv¬ 
ered a heavy blow to his opponent. — often used figuratively 

■ The new government was dealt a heavy blow. — opposite 
LIGHT 

6 : important and serious ■ We were having a heavy conver¬ 
sation about our son’s future. ■ This is pretty heavy stuff. ■ 
doing some heavy reading/thinking ■ a heavy thinker 

— opposite LIGHT 

7 : difficult to move or lift up because of tiredness ■ My legs 
became heavier with every step. ■ Her eyelids grew heavy. 

8 : dense and thick : having a lot of hair, trees, etc., in a 
small area ■ He has a heavy beard. ■ The animals have shed 
their heavy winter coats. ■ areas of forest and heavy brush ■ 
heavy fog/smoke ■ heavy clay soil — opposite LIGHT 
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9 : made of thick material - a heavy winter coat ■ heavy blan¬ 
kets 

10 : having too much heat, moisture, etc., and not enough 
fresh air ■ The air was heavy and still. ■ The air in the room 
was heavy with smoke. ■ the heavy odor of wet dogs 

11a: showing signs of rain or snow ■ sailing in heavy weath¬ 
er ■ a heavy sky ■ heavy clouds b : having large waves ■ 
heavy seas 

12 : deep and loud ■ She let out a heavy sigh. • the heavy 
breathing of a tired runner •$" The phrase heavy breathing is 
sometimes used in a joking way to refer to sexual activity. ■ a 
night of heavy breathing 

13a: eating, drinking, or using large amounts of something 
■ a heavy eater/drinker/smoker ■ a cook who has a heavy 
hand with the salt [=who uses too much salt] b : done often 
and in large amounts ■ heavy alcohol consumption ■ Years of 
heavy smoking had destroyed her lungs. — opposite LIGHT 
14a: very rich, dense, or thick ■ fruit in heavy syrup ■ The 
bread was a little heavy, b : making your stomach feel full ■ 
heavy desserts ■ a heavy breakfast of pancakes and sausage 

— opposite LIGHT 

15a: large and powerful • heavy machinery/equipment ■ 
the army’s tanks and heavy artillery ■ He flew heavy bombers 
in World War II. b of a group of soldiers : having more 
weapons and armor than other groups • heavy infantry/cav¬ 
alry — opposite LIGHT 

16 of a person's accent : very easy to notice ■ She spoke 
French/English/German with a heavy [-thick] accent. 
heavy date chiefly US, humorous : an important romantic 
date ■ He has a heavy date tonight. 
heavy going : difficult to do or finish ■ The cold made the 
race heavy going for many runners. ■ The book is really 
heavy going at the beginning. 

heavy heart 4- If you have a heavy heart , you are sad. ■ I an¬ 
nounced my decision to leave with a heavy heart, 
heavy on : having or using a large amount of (something) ■ 
His movies are light/low on talk and heavy on action. ■ She 
tends to be heavy on the salt. [=she uses a lot of salt] 
heavy sleeper: someone who does not wake up easily 
heavy with : carrying or having a large amount of (some¬ 
thing) ■ The trees are heavy with fruit. ■ Her comments 
were heavy with irony. 
hot and heavy see 'hot 

make heavy weather of Brit, informal : to treat (some¬ 
thing) in a way that makes it seem more important or diffi¬ 
cult than it really is ■ an actor who makes heavy weather of 
what should be a simple scene 

— heaviness noun [noncount] the heaviness of the table 
[singular] He felt a sudden heaviness [=a feeling of pres¬ 
sure] in his chest. — often used figuratively ■ There was a 
heaviness [=a feeling of sadness] in his heart. 

2 heavy adv : in a heavy way : heavily ■ The smoke hung/lay 
heavy in the air. ■ The decision weighs heavy on my mind. 
[=the decision is difficult and causes me to feel worried] 
go heavy on : to use a lot of (something) ■ Go heavy on the 
sauce, please. 

heavy on your hands If time hangs or lies heavy on your 
hands, it passes very slowly. ■ Time hung heavy on his 
hands. 

3 heavy noun, pi heav-ies [count] 

1 : a bad person in a movie or play : villain ■ He played the 
heavy in film after film. 

2 US, informal : a person or thing that is serious, important, 
or powerful : heavyweight ■ The conference will be at¬ 
tended by several media heavies. - They have become one of 
the industry heavies. 

heavy cream noun [noncount] US : very thick cream — 
called also [Brit) double cream 
heavy—du-ty /'hevi'durti, Brit 'hevi'djuiti/ adj [more 
most ~] 

1 : designed to do difficult work without breaking ■ heavy- 
duty vehicles/machines 

2 US : very intense or serious ■ heavy-duty efforts ■ a heavy- 
duty conservative ■ I need to do some heavy-duty studying. ■ 
Her plan is facing some heavy-duty opposition. 

heavy goods vehicle noun, pi ~ -hides [count] Brit 

: HGV 

heavy—handled /'hevi'hsendad/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : dealing with people or problems in a severe or harsh way 
: too strict or controlling ■ Their efforts to keep the peace 
have been heavy-handed. ■ heavy-handed tactics/measures 

2 : awkward or clumsy : showing a lack of skill ■ Her love 


songs tend to be a bit heavy-handed. ■ a writer with a heavy- 
handed style 

— heavy-hand-ed-ly adv - heavy-hand-ed-ness noun 
[noncount] 

heavy hitter noun, pi ~ -ters [count] US, informal : an im¬ 
portant or powerful person or thing • She spoke to a room 
full of political heavy hitters. ■ Their company is one of the 
industry’s heavy hitters. 

heavy industry noun [noncount]: the production of goods 
(such as coal or steel) that are used to make other goods 

— compare light industry 

heavy metal noun, pi ~ -als 

1 [noncount] : a type of loud rock music that has a strong 
beat ■ He listens to heavy metal. 

2 [count, noncount] technical : a metal that is very dense and 
heavy ■ lead, gold, and other heavy metals 

heavy«set Ahevi'set/ ad) [more most ~]: having a heavy 
and often somewhat fat body : thickset ■ a short, heavyset 
man 

heavy-weight /'hev^weit/ noun, pi -weights [count] 

1 : a fighter in the heaviest class of boxers : a boxer who 
weighs more than 175 pounds (79.5 kilograms) — often used 
before another noun • They are fighting for the heavyweight 
title. ■ the heavyweight champion of the world 

2 : someone or something that is very important and power¬ 
ful ■ Their company is one of the industry’s heavyweights. 

3 : something that is heavy — often used before another 
noun ■ heavyweight paper ■ heavyweight cotton/wool/silk 

He-bra-iC /hi'brejik/ adj : of or relating to the Hebrews or 
their language or culture ■ Hebraic traditions ■ Hebraic texts/ 
music 

He-brew /'hi:bru/ noun, pi -brews 

1 [count] : a member of an ancient group of people who 
lived mostly in the kingdom of Israel and practiced Judaism 

2 [noncount] a : the language of the ancient Hebrews b 
: the language of modem Israel 

— Hebrew adj ■ the Hebrew people/Bible 

heck /'hek/ noun [noncount] informal — used as a more po¬ 
lite form of hell • Oh, heck, I forgot my keys. ■ “Did you give 
her any money?” “ Heck , no!” ■ They were mad as heck. ■ I 
decided to go just for the heck of it. ■ It was one heck of a 
good fight. • Where in (the) heck did I put my keys? ■ My 
back hurts like heck. ■ Let’s get the heck out of here. ■ What 
the heck was that? ■ What the heck, let’s try it. 
heck-le /'hekal/ verb heck-les; heck-led; heck-ling : to 
interrupt (someone, such as a speaker or performer) by 
shouting annoying or rude comments or questions [+ obj] 
Several protesters were heckling the speaker at the rally. ■ 
The players were being heckled by the fans, [no obj ] People 
in the crowd were booing and heckling as she tried to speak. 

— heck-ler /'hekla 1 / noun, pi -lers [count] ■ There were sev¬ 
eral hecklers at the rally. — heckling noun [noncount] ■ 
She was upset by the crowd’s heckling. 

hect-are /'heMea 1 / noun, pi -ares [count] : a unit of area in 
the metric system that is equal to 10,000 square meters or 
2.47 acres 

hec-tic /'hektik/ adj [more most ~] : very busy and filled 
with activity ■ We both had hectic days at work. ■ She main¬ 
tains a hectic schedule as a journalist and mother. ■ a hectic 
lifestyle 

— hec-ti-cal-ly /'hektikli/ adv • hectically busy 
hec-tor /'hekta■/ verb -tors; -tored; -tor-ing [+ obj] : to 

criticize or question (someone) in a threatening way ■ The 
judge ordered the attorney to stop hectoring the witness. 

— hectoring adj [more —; most ~] ■ a hectoring tone of voice 
he’d /'hi:d, id/ — used as a contraction of he had or he would 

■ He thought he’d [=he had] better be leaving. • He’d [=he 
would] have done the same thing himself. 

1 hedge /'hecfe/ noun, pi hedg-es [count] 

1 : a row of shrubs or small trees that are planted close to 
each other in order to form a boundary 

2 : something that provides protection or defense — usually 
+ against ■ She invests her money as a hedge against inflation. 

■ hedges against loss/disappoinlment/uncertainty/failure 
2 hedge verb hedges; hedged; hedg-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to surround (an area) with a hedge ■ The garden is 
hedged by flowering shrubs. 

2 : to avoid giving a promise or direct answer [no obj] She 
hedged when she was asked to support the campaign. 1+ obj] 
He hedged his earlier comments about the need for new 
management. 

hedge against [phrasal verb] hedge against (something) : to 
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protect yourself from (something) ■ They hedge against in¬ 
flation by investing their money. • looking for ways to 
hedge against risk/failure 

hedge around or hedge about \phrasal verb] hedge (some¬ 
thing) around/about Brit : to limit or restrict (something) 

— usually used as (be) hedged ; usually + with or by Their 
offer is so hedged around with conditions [=so restricted by 
conditions] that it hardly seems worthwhile. ■ a rule that is 
hedged about by exceptions 

hedge in [phrasal verb] 1 hedge in (something) or hedge 
(something) in : to form a boundary around (something) ■ 
a field hedged in [=surrounded] by trees 2 hedge in (some¬ 
one) or hedge (someone) in : to surround or restrict 
(someone) in a way that prevents free movement or action 
■ We have been hedged in by their rules and regulations. 
hedge your bets : to do things that will prevent great loss 
or failure if future events do not happen as you plan or 
hope ■ They decided to hedge their bets by putting half their 
money in stocks and the other half in bonds, 
hedge fund noun, pi ~ funds [count] finance : a group of 
investors who take financial risks together in order to try to 
earn a lot of money 
hedge*hog /'hccfejhccg/ noun, 
pi -hogs [count] : a small, 
brown animal of Europe, Asia, 
and Africa that has sharp spines 
on its back and that can roll it¬ 
self up into a ball 
hedge*rOW /'hecfcjrou/ noun, 
pi -rows [count] : a row of 
shrubs or trees that form the 
boundary of an area 
he*dO*nism /'hi:d3,niz3m/ 
noun [noncount] : the belief that pleasure or happiness is the 
most important goal in life 

— he*do*nis*tic Ahi.da'mstik/ adj • a hedonistic lifestyle 

— he*do*nis*ti*cal*ly /.hkda'mstikli/ adv 
he*dO*nist /'hiidanist/ noun, pi -nists [count] : a person 

who believes that pleasure or happiness is the most impor¬ 
tant goal in life 

hee*bie—jee*bies Ahirbi^fciibiz/ noun 
the heebie-jeebies informal : nervous feelings ■ He gave me 
the heebie-jeebies. [=he made me feel nervous] ■ I got the 
heebie-jeebies when I saw him looking at me. 

1 heed /'hi:d/ verb heeds; heed-ed; heed-ing [+ obj] : to 
pay attention to (advice, a warning, etc.) • She failed to heed 
the warnings. ■ We must heed the words of our leaders [=lis- 
ten to our leaders’ advice] and make peace. ■ Many people 
have heeded his call to volunteer, [listened to him and vol¬ 
unteered] 

2 heed noun [noncount] : attention or notice — often used 
with pay or take • She pays no heed to the concerns of others. 
■ She does not pay their concerns any heed. ■ Sailors take 
heed. [=listen to this warning] A storm is on the way. • He 
failed to take heed of our advice. = He failed to pay heed to 
our advice. [=he failed to follow our advice] 
heed*less /'hiidlas /adj [more most ~]: not paying care¬ 

ful attention ■ They remain heedless of their own safety. ■ the 
heedless use of natural resources ■ heedless waste 

— heed-less-ly adv 

1 heel /'hi:l/ noun, pi heels 

1 [count] : the back part of your foot that is below the ankle 

— see picture at foot 

2 a [count] : the part of a shoe or sock that covers the heel of 
your foot b [count] : the part of the bottom of a shoe or 
boot that is under the heel of your foot ■ shoes with low/ 
high/cushioned heels — see picture at SHOE; see also HIGH 
heels, spike heels, STILETTO heel c heels [plural] in¬ 
formal : shoes with high heels ■ She does not like wearing 
heels. 

3 [count] : the part of the inside of your hand that is closest 
to your wrist • She scraped the heel of her hand. 

4 [count] : the end of a loaf of bread 

5 [count] old-fashioned : a bad or selfish man • I felt like a 
heel when I couldn’t stop to help. 

at someone’s heels : following someone very closely ■ The 
dog was (nipping) at my heels. • He once had a big lead in 
the campaign, but now the other candidates are nipping at 
his heels. 

cool your heels see 2 cool 
dig in your heels see 1 dig 
drag your heels see ‘drag 


head over heels see ‘head 
kick up your heels see ‘kick 

on someone’s or something’s heels 1 If you are 
(close/hard/hot) on someone’s or something’s heels , you 
are chasing or following that person or thing very closely. ■ 
The police were hot on his heels. 2 If something comes 
or follows close/hard/hot on something’s heels or close / 
hard/hot on the heels of something , it happens very soon 
afterward. ■ Her decision drew much criticism, and so did 
the explanation that followed hard on its heels. • Her sec¬ 
ond movie followed close on the heels of her successful film 
debut. ■ His resignation comes hard on the heels of the an¬ 
nouncement that the company is going bankrupt. 
spin/turn on your heel: to turn away from someone in a 
very quick or sudden way ■ He told us he had nothing 
more to say, then he turned on his heel and walked away. 
take to your heels : to begin to run away ■ They took to 
their heels when they saw the policeman approaching. 
to heel 1 : to a position that is close behind ■ She called the 
dog to heel. [=she told the dog to return close to her] ■ The 
dog came to heel. 2 : into a controlled or obedient condi¬ 
tion ■ We hope these measures will help to bring inflation 
to heel. [=will help to control inflation] ■ The President is 
trying to bring to heel his opponents in the legislature. [=to 
force his opponents to do what he wants them to do] ■ 
They are not likely to come to heel, 
under heel If you are under the heel of someone or under 
someone’s heel or US under heel, you are completely con¬ 
trolled by another person, group, etc. * They put us under 
their heel. * They kept us under heel. 

- see also ACHILLES’ HEEL, DOWN-AT-THE-HEELS, WELL- 
HEELED 

2 heel verb heels; heeled; heel-ing [no obj] 

1 — used as a command to tell a dog to walk next to you ■ 
Heel\ Good dog. 

2 of a boat or ship ; to lean to one side ■ The boat heeled 
(over) in the strong wind. 

1 heft /'heft/ noun [noncount] 

1 : weight or heaviness ■ the heft of a good hammer 

2 chiefly US : importance or influence ■ She uses her political 
heft [=(more commonly) clout] to get bills passed. 

2 heft verb hefts; heft*ed; heft-ing [+ obj] chiefly US : to lift 
(something) up ■ He hefted the suitcase (up) onto the bed. 
hefty /'hcfti/ adi heft-i-er; -est 

1 ; large and heavy ■ He was a tall, hefty man. ■ a hefty book 
: big and strong ■ hefty football players 

2 : very large ■ Her boss gave her a hefty raise. • The new 
equipment comes with a hefty price tag. [=it is expensive] ■ a 
hefty amount/fee/payment/sum ■ a hefty dose of irony 

3 : very forceful ■ He gave the door a hefty kick/shove. 

- heft*i*ly /'hcftali/ adv — heft- i -ness /'heftinas/ noun 
[noncount] 

he-ge-mo-ny /hi'<fcem3ni, Brit hi'gemani/ noun [noncount] 
formal : influence or control over another country, a group 
of people, etc. ■ They discussed the national government’s 
hegemony over their tribal community. 
heif*er /'Iiefa 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a young female cow; 

especially : one that has not had a calf 
height /'hait/ noun, pi heights 
T: ia measurement of how tall a person or thing is : the dis¬ 
tance from the bottom to the top of a person or thing 
[count] What’s the height of the building? • These bushes 
grow to heights of up to five feet, [noncount] a woman of av¬ 
erage height ■ We were measured for height and weight. ■ The 
ride has a height requirement. You have to be four feet tall to 
ride. ■ He is six feet in height. [=(more commonly) he is six 
feet tall] ■ She rose/stood (up) to her full height. [=she stood 
straight up] — see picture at geometry 

2 [noncount] : the condition of being tall ■ I was surprised by 
his height. 

3 [count] : the distance above a level or surface ■ The land 
reaches a height of 600 feet above sea level. ■ The height of 
the ceiling is eight feet. [=the ceiling is eight feet above the 
floor; the ceiling is eight feet high] 

4 [count] a ; a great distance above the ground ■ It was 
frightening to look down from such a dizzying/great height. 

- usually plural ■ I'm afraid of heights, b : an area that is 
higher than the areas around it ■ The soldiers left the height 
they were defending. — usually plural; often used in the 
names of places ■ We used to live in Washington Heights. • 
the Golan Heights 

5 [singular] : the most advanced or extreme point of some- 
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thing • During the height of the violence, dozens of people 
lost their lives. ■ He was at the height of his fame when he 
died. [=he died when he was most famous] ■ At its height, 
their civilization was the greatest in the world. 

6 heights [ plural] : very good or successful levels ■ Her pop¬ 
ularity rose/soared to great heights. ■ They have taken the 
company to new heights. 

7 the height of — used to say that something is an extreme 
example of something ■ It was the height of stupidity to quit 
the team. [=it was extremely stupid to quit the team] • the 
height of arrogance/folly/hypocrisy ■ Long skirts are now the 
height of fashion. [=are now extremely fashionable] ■ the 
height of style/luxury 

heighten /'haitp/ verb -ens; -ened; -ending : to increase 
the amount, degree, or extent of (something): increase [+ 
obj\ The plan will only heighten tensions between the two 
groups. ■ This tragedy has heightened our awareness of the 
need for improved safety measures, [no obj ] Tensions be¬ 
tween the two groups have heightened. 

- heightened adj ■ The meeting now has heightened 
[=more, greater] significance. 

hei«nie /'haini/ noun, pi -nies [count] US slang : the part of 
the body you sit on : buttocks ■ Get off your heinie and do 
some work. 

hei*nOLIS /'hemas/ adj [more most ~] : very bad or evil 
: deserving of hate or contempt ■ These murders were espe¬ 
cially heinous. • people accused of committing heinous 
crimes/acts 

- hei-nous-ly adv - hei-nous-ness noun [noncount] 
heir /'ea^/ noun, pi heirs [count] 

1 : a person who has the legal right to receive the property of 
someone who dies ■ His heirs could inherit millions of dol¬ 
lars. — often + to ■ She is the sole heir to her family’s fortune. 

2 : a person who has the right to become a king or queen or 
to claim a title when the person holding it dies ■ The king left 
no heirs when he died. 

heir apparent noun, pi heirs apparent [count] 

1 : an heir whose right to receive money, property, or a title 
cannot be taken away ■ The Prince of Wales is (the) heir ap¬ 
parent to the throne of England. 

2 : a person who is very likely to have a job or position after 
the person who has it now leaves ■ The coach named her as¬ 
sistant as her heir apparent. 

heir»ess /'eras/ noun, pi -ess*es [count] : a girl or woman 
who is an heir; especially : a girl or woman who inherits a 
large amount of money 

heiMoom /'e»,lu:m/ noun, pi -looms [count] 

1 : a valuable object that is owned by a family for many 
years and passed from one generation to another ■ a priceless 
family heirloom 

2 US l an old type of plant that is still available because indi¬ 
vidual people have continued to grow it for many years — 
usually used before another noun ■ heirloom tomatoes ■ heir¬ 
loom roses 

heist /'haist/ noun, pi heists [count] chiefly US, informal: an 
act of stealing something from a bank or store ■ bank heists ■ 
a jewel heist 

- heist verb heists; heist*ed; heist*ing [+ obj] ■ The jew¬ 
els were heisted [=stoleri] last night. 

held past tense of 1 hold 
helices plural of helex 

he*li"Cop«ter 

/'hel3,ka:ptay noun, pi 
-ters [count] : an air¬ 
craft that can stay in the 
air without moving for¬ 
ward and that has metal 
blades that turn around 
on its top 

he-lio*cen«tric 

/,hi:lijoo'sentrik/ adj 
: having or relating to 
the sun as the center ■ 

Galileo proposed the heliocentric theory that the Earth goes 
around the sun. — compare GEOCENTRIC 
he*li»pad /'helajMed/ noun, pi -pads [count] : a special area 
where a helicopter can take off and land • The building has a 
helipad on its roof. 

he*li-port /'hetajpoa*/ noun, pi -ports [count] : a small air¬ 
port that is designed for use by helicopters 
he*li*um /'hidijam/ noun [noncount] : a chemical element 
that is a colorless gas, that is lighter than air, and that is often 


used to fill balloons 

he*lix /'hiiliks/ noun, pi -li«ces /'hel3,si:z/ also -lix*es 
[count] : the shape formed by a line that curves around and 
along a central line : spiral — see also double helix 
— he*li*cal /'helikal/ adj 
hell /'hcl/ noun 

1 or Hell [singular] : the place where the devil lives and 
where evil people go after they die according to some reli¬ 
gions 

2 : a very difficult or unpleasant situation or experience 
[noncount] Getting the loan approved was pure/sheer hell. • 
He went through hell during his divorce. ■ She had to go 
through hell to get where she is today, [singular] Living with 
the disease can be a hell on earth. • The pain has made her 
life a living hell. 

3 informal + impolite — used to express anger, annoyance, 
etc. ■ Hell , I don’t know why he did it! ■ But, hell , why not? ■ 
Oh, hell , I forgot my keys. ■ “Did you give her any money?” 
*Hell , no!” 

all hell breaks loose informal — used to describe what 
happens when violent, destructive, and confused activity 
suddenly begins ■ I heard people shouting at each other, 
and suddenly all hell broke loose, 
as hell informal + somewhat impolite — used to make a 
statement more forceful ■ It was (as) funny as hell. [=it was 
very funny] • They were mad as hell. ■ We’ve been working 
as hard as hell to finish on schedule. ■ “Can you finish on 
schedule?” “We’ll sure as hell try.” 
catch hell chiefly US, informal + somewhat impolite : to be 
yelled at or criticized in a very angry and severe way • She 
caught hell (from her boss) for coming in late. 
come hell or high water informal — used to say that some¬ 
thing will definitely happen or be done even though other 
events or situations might make it difficult ■ I will be there 
on time, come hell or high water, 
for the hell of it informal + somewhat impolite : for the fun 
of doing something : without having a particular reason ■ 
Just for the hell of it, I decided to go. ■ He likes to start argu¬ 
ments for the hell of it. 

from hell informal + somewhat impolite — used to describe 
someone or something that is very bad or unpleasant ■ It 
was the vacation from hell : everything that could go wrong, 
did. ■ bosses from hell 

give (someone) hell informal + somewhat impolite : to yell 
at or criticize (someone) in an angry way ■ Her boss gave 
her hell for coming in late. ■ Give them hell, John! 
go to hell informal + impolite 1 — used to show that you 
are very angry with someone ■ I’m not coming, so you can 
just go to hell\ • He told his boss to go to hell. 2 : to be¬ 
come completely ruined : to fail completely ■ The econo¬ 
my is going to hell. 

go to hell in a handbasket see handbasket 
hell of a informal + somewhat impolite 1 — used to make a 
statement more forceful ■ It was one hell of a good fight. 
[=it was a very good fight] ■ He is one hell of a nice guy. 2 
: very good • She’s a hell of a player. [=she’s a very good 
player] 3 : very bad or difficult ■ We’ve been having a hell 
of a time trying to finish on schedule. ■ This is a hell of a 
mess we’re in. 

hell on US, informal + somewhat impolite — used to describe 
something that causes a lot of damage or trouble ■ Run¬ 
ning can be hell on your knees. [=can do a lot of harm to 
your knees] ■ His constant traveling was hell on their rela¬ 
tionship. 

hell to pay see ‘pay 

in hell informal + impolite 1 — used to make a statement 
more forceful ■ There is no way in hell I’m going! ■ We 
don’t have a hope in hell [=we have no hope] of getting out 
of this mess. 2 or in the hell US — used to make a ques¬ 
tion more forceful ■ What in hell is wrong now? • How in 
the hell did that happen? 
like a bat out of hell see 3 bat 

like hell informal + impolite 1 : very much ■ My back hurts 
like hell. 2 : with a lot of energy and speed ■ We’ve been 
working like hell since morning. ■ When I say “go,” run like 
hell. 3 : very bad ■ This place looks like hell. 4 — used to 
say in an angry and forceful way that you will not do 
something, do not agree, etc. • “You’re coming with me!" 
“ Like hell I am!” ■ “It’s your fault!” “ Like hell it is!” 
play hell with or Brit play merry hell with : to cause many 
problems for (someone or something) : to have a very bad 
effect on (someone or something) ■ High oil prices are 
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playing hell with the nation's economy. 
raise hell informal + somewhat impolite 1 : to complain in 
a loud or angry way ■ People are raising hell about the new 
law. 2 : to behave wildly and make a lot of noise ■ He and 
his friends used to get drunk and raise hell on the week¬ 
ends. — see also HELL-RAISER 
the hell informal + impolite 1 — used to make a statement 
or question more forceful • Let’s get the hell out of here. ■ 
( chiefly US) They moved way the hell up north. ■ How the 
hell did you do that? ■ Who the hell do you think you are? ■ 
What the hell is going on? 2 — used to say in an angry 
and forceful way that you will not do something, do not 
agree, etc. ■ "You said you’d pay for it.” “77ie hell I did!” [=1 
never said that] • "It’s your fault!” "The hell it is!” — see 
also WHAT THE HELL (below) 

the hell out of informal + impolite — used for emphasis af¬ 
ter words like scare, frighten , and beat ■ That movie scared 
the hell out of me. [=scared me very badly] ■ The boxer beat 
the hell out o/his opponent. 

to hell and back informal Someone who goes to hell and 
back experiences a very difficult or unpleasant situation 
often for a long time. • She’s been to hell and back since her 
daughter became ill. 

to hell with or the hell with informal + impolite — used to 
say in a forceful and angry way that you do not care about 
someone or something. ■ They want me to stop, but to hell 
with them! I’ll do what I want to do! 
what the hell informal + impolite 1 — used to express an¬ 
ger, surprise, etc. ■ What the hell\ Just what do you think 
you’re doing!? 2 — used to say that you are not worried 
about or bothered by something ■ So I figured, what the 
hell, let’s give it a try. ■ We lost a little money, but what the 
hell , it’s not a big deal. 

when hell freezes over informal + impolite — used to say 
that you think that something will never happen ■ I’ll apol¬ 
ogize when hell freezes over. [-I’ll never apologise] 
he’ll /'hi:l, hil/ — used as a contraction of he will • He’ll be 
here soon. 

hel-la-cious /.he'leijas/ adj [more most ~] chiefly US, in¬ 
formal : very difficult, large, or powerful ■ Traffic is hella- 
cious this time of day. ■ hellacious winds 
hell-bent /'hel.bent/ adj [more most ~] : very deter¬ 
mined to do something especially when the results might be 
bad — usually + on ■ He’s hell-bent on (getting) revenge. ■ 
They seem to be hell-bent on starting a war. — sometimes 
followed by to + verb in U.S. English ■ They seem to be hell¬ 
bent to start a war. 

Hel-len-ic /he'lemk/ adj : of or relating to ancient Greek 
culture 

helhfire /'hel,faj>/ noun [noncount ]: the fire of Hell ■ a min¬ 
ister who preaches hellfire and damnation [=who talks about 
how bad people will be tortured in Hell] 
hell-hole /'hel,houl/ noun, pi -holes [count] informal : a 
very dirty or unpleasant place ■ The factory is a hellhole. 
hel-lion /'heljan/ noun, pi -lions [count] US, informal : a 
person (especially a child) who behaves badly - My children 
can act like little hellions when they’re bored, 
hell-ish /'heli 5/ adj [more most ~]: very bad, unpleasant, 
or shocking ■ We’ve been having hellish weather lately. ■ hell¬ 
ish living conditions ■ The battlefield was a hellish scene of 
death and destruction. 

- hell-ish-ly adv 
heMo /ha'loo/ noun, pi -los 

1 — used as a greeting ■ Hello there! How are you? • Hello, 
my name is Linda. 

2 [count] : the act of saying the word hello to someone as a 
greeting ■ We exchanged hellos. [=we said hello to each oth¬ 
er] ■ They welcomed us with a warm hello. 

3 — used when you are answering the telephone ■ Hello. 
Who’s this? [=who is calling?] ■ Hello. May I speak to Linda, 
please? 

4 — used to get someone’s attention ■ Hello ? Is anybody 
here? 

5 — used to express surprise ■ Well, hello\ What do we have 
here? 

helI—rais-er /'hel.reiza 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] informal + dis¬ 
approving : a person who behaves badly or causes trouble 
for others ■ He said that the protesters were just a bunch of 
hell-raisers. 

— hell—raising /'hel,reizir)/ adj ■ a group of hell-raising 
teenagers — hell—raising noun [noncount] ■ He did a lot of 
hell-raising when he was younger. 


hell'UVa /'helava/ — used in writing to represent the sound 
of the phrase hell of a ■ He’s a helluva nice guy. [=he’s a very 
nice guy] 

helm /'helm/ noun, pi helms 

1 [count] : a handle or wheel that is used to steer a ship or 
boat ■ The ship’s captain took the helm, [^steered the ship] ■ 
The ship’s captain was at the helm, [^steering the ship] 

2 [singular] : a position of full control or authority in an or¬ 
ganization ■ She took the helm of the university. ■ He left af¬ 
ter only a year at the helm [-in charge] of the corporation. 

hel»met /'helmat/ noun, pi -mets [count] : a hard hat that is 
worn to protect your head — see also CRASH HELMET, PITH 
HELMET 

— hel-met*ed /'helmatad/ adj ■ helmeted warriors 
helms*man /'helmzman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] : a 
person (especially a man) who steers a ship or boat 
helmS*per-SOn /'helmZipasu/ noun, pi -sons [count] : a 
person who steers a ship or boat 
1 help /'help/ verb helps; helped; helping 

1 : to do something that makes it easier for someone to do a 
job, to deal with a problem, etc. : to aid or assist someone [+ 
obj] Let me help you with that box. = Let me help you lift/ 
carry that box. ■ help a child with her homework = help a 
child (to) do her homework ■ I helped her up/down the 
stairs. [=1 gave her support so that she could go up/down the 
stairs] ■ Help me! I’m drowning! [no obj] Don’t blame me: I 
was only trying to help 1 . ■ She helped (to) set the table. ■ Help! 
Somebody call the police! 

2 : to make something less severe : to make something more 
pleasant or easier to deal with [+ obj] Rest helps a cold. ■ She 
took an aspirin to help her headache. ■ Some color would re¬ 
ally help [-improve] this room. ■ Humor often helps a tense 
situation, [no obj] Yelling doesn’t help. ■ It’s not much mon¬ 
ey, but every little bit helps. — often followed by to + verb ■ It 
helps to know you care. [=1 feel better because I know that 
you care] 

3 [+ obj \ a : to give (yourself or another person) food or 
drink ■ There’s plenty of food, so help yourself. [=take as 
much food as you would like] — often + to ■ He helped his 
neighbor to a glass of wine. ■ Help yourself to whatever you’d 
like, b informal : to take something for (yourself) without 
permission ■ He saw the money lying on the table, and he 
helped himself . [=he took the money] — usually + to • He 
helped himself to the money. 

can help If you can help something, you can prevent it 
from happening. • Can I help it [=is it my fault] if no one lis¬ 
tens to my advice? • There will be no more layoffs. At least 
not if I can help it. [=if I can prevent it; if it is up to me] 
cannot help 1 ^ If you cannot help yourself, you cannot 
control your actions or stop yourself from doing some¬ 
thing. ■ I know I shouldn’t eat any more, but I can’t help 
myself. ■ They knew they shouldn’t go, but they couldn’t 
help themselves. 2 If you cannot help something, you 
cannot stop it or prevent it. ■ I can’t help loving you. • I 
know I shouldn't be angry, but I can’t help it —it’s just the 
way I feel. 3 If you cannot help doing something or 
cannot help but do something, you cannot stop yourself 
from doing it. ■ I couldn’t help having some dessert. ■ We 
couldn't help laughing. = We couldn’t help but laugh. 4 
Something that cannot be helped cannot be avoided. ■ It’s 
too bad that we have to leave, but it can’t be helped. 
God/Lord/heaven help (someone) — used to express 
strong feelings of worry or concern about what is happen¬ 
ing or could happen ■ If he ever gets control of the coun¬ 
try, Lord help us! • Heaven help you [=you will be in trou¬ 
ble] when he finds out you dented the car. 
help off/on [phrasal verb] help (someone) off/on with (some¬ 
thing) : to do something that makes it easier for (someone) 
to put on or take off (clothing, shoes, etc.) ■ Let me help 
you off with your boots. ■ He helped her on with her coat. 
help out [phrasal verb] help out or help (someone) out or 
help out (someone) : to do something so another person’s 
job or task is easier ■ I can’t do this myself. Won’t someone 
please help me out ? ■ I sometimes help out in the kitchen. ■ 
He helped out with the bills whenever he could. [=he 
helped pay the bills whenever he could] 
so help me (God) — used to stress that a statement is seri¬ 
ous and truthful ■ I’m going on a diet and, so help me, this 
time I’ll stick to it! 

2 help noun, pi help 

1 [noncount] a : activities or efforts that make it easier to 
do a job, deal with a problem, etc. ■ He thanked us for our 
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help. • I could use some help with the dishes. ■ We could hear 
shouts for help coming from the house. ■ a help menu/screen 
[=a part of a computer program that gives instructions and 
information about how to use the program] b : something 
(such as money or advice) that is given to someone who 
needs it • I couldn’t have bought this house without financial 
help, [^without money given to me by someone else] ■ She is 
very unhappy and needs some serious/professional help. 
[=she should see a counselor or psychologist to help her with 
her problems] 

2 [singular] : someone or something that makes it easier to 
do a job, deal with a problem, etc. ■ She has always been a 
real help (to me) in times of trouble. • He’s been more of a 
hindrance than a help. 

3 [noncount] a : the fact of being useful to someone ■ 
You’ve been (of) no help at all to me. [=you haven’t helped 
me at all] b : the state of being helped ■ Is there any help for 
us? [=is there anything that can be done to help us?] ■ The 
situation is beyond help. [=nothing can be done to improve 
the situation] ■ (Brit) There was no help for ft but to tell her 
parents. [=there was no way to avoid telling her parents] 

4 [plural] : servants or paid workers ■ We need to hire addi¬ 
tional help. ■ The help have already left for the day. ■ It’s hard 
to find good help. • (US) I looked through the help wanted 
ads. [=the part of the newspaper in which jobs are adver¬ 
tised] 

help desk noun, pi desks [count] : a group of people 
who provide help and information usually for electronic or 
computer problems — usually singular ■ Call the help desk if 
you have trouble with the software. 
help«er /'help &/ noun, pi -ers [count] : someone who helps 
another person with a job or task ■ The carpenter measured 
the wall while one of his helpers brought in the tools. 
help-fill /'helpfal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : making it easier to do a job, deal with a problem, etc. 
: giving help ■ A helpful neighbor shoveled our walkway. ■ 
She offered us helpfid [=useful] suggestions. ■ a helpful hint 

2 : willing to help other people ■ a kind and helpful person 
come in helpful see come in at ’come 

— help-fuMy adv ■ He helpfully offered to carty the grocer¬ 
ies for me. — help-ful-ness noun [noncount] ■ I appreci¬ 
ate your helpfulness. 

help-ing /'helpiq/ noun, pi -ings [count] : an amount of 
food that is put on a plate at one time : a portion of food 
: serving • He had two helpings of carrots. ■ Can I give you 
a second helping ? — sometimes used figuratively ■ He need¬ 
ed a generous helping of self-confidence to ask for a raise, 
helping hand noun, pi ~ hands [count] : help or assis¬ 
tance ■ I’m always willing to lend/give a helping hand. [=1 am 
always willing to help] 

helping verb noun, pi ~ verbs [count] grammar : auxil¬ 
iary VERB 

help-less /'helplas/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not protected : not able to defend yourself ■ a helpless lit¬ 
tle baby ■ The civilians were helpless against their attackers. 

2 : unable to do something to make a situation, task, etc., 
better or easier ■ Firefighters were helpless against the blaze. 
■ I feel helpless. Isn’t there anything I can do? 

3 a : not able to be controlled ■ helpless laughter/rage b 
: not able to control something (such as laughter or anger) ■ 
The crowd was helpless with laughter. • He was helpless with 
rage. 

— help-less-ly adv • We stood by helplessly while the fire 
destroyed the house. • They were laughing helplessly. 
— help*less-ness noun [noncount] ■ feelings of helpless¬ 
ness and despair 

help-line /'help,lain/ noun, pi -lines [count] : a telephone 
service that offers help or information • Call our toll-free 
helpline for more information. 

help-mate /'help,meit/ noun, pi -mates [count] old- 
fashioned + literary : a person who is a companion and help¬ 
er; especially : wife 

help-meet /'help,mi:t/ noun, pi -meets [count] old- 
fashioned + literary : helpmate 
1 hel-ter-skel-ter /,heityskeit»/ adv 

1 : in a confused and careless way ■ The children raced 
helter-skelter through the house. 

2 : in no particular order ■ magazines stacked helter-skelter 
on her desk 

— helter-skelter adj ■ a helter-skelter rush through the 
train station 

2 helter—skelter noun, pi -ters [count] Brit : a slide that 


twists around a tower at an amusement park 
1 hem /'hem/ noun, pi hems [count] : the edge of a piece of 
cloth that is folded back and sewn down ■ shorten the hem of 
the dress/skirt/trousers — see color picture on page C12 
2 hem verb hems; hemmed; hem-ming [+ obf\ : to sew 
down a folded edge of cloth on (something) : to give (some¬ 
thing) a hem • hem the dress/skirt/trousers • The curtains 
need to be hemmed. 

hem in [phrasal verb] hem (someone or something) in or 
hem in (someone or something) : to surround (someone or 
something) very closely or in a way that makes movement 
or escape difficult — usually used as (be) hemmed in ■ The 
town is hemmed in by mountains on all sides. ■ He was 
hemmed in by reporters as he tried to leave the court¬ 
house. — often used figuratively ■ He felt hemmed in by 
the school’s rules. [=he felt that the rules prevented him 
from acting freely] 

- compare 3 hem 

3 hem verb hems; hemmed; hemming 

hem and haw chiefly US, informal T : to stop often and 
change what you are saying during speech because you are 
not sure of what to say or are trying to avoid saying some¬ 
thing ■ The question surprised her and she hemmed and 
hawed a bit before answering. 2 : to take a long time be¬ 
fore you make a decision about what to do ■ The city coun¬ 
cil hemmed and hawed for a year before deciding to build 
the new school. 

- compare 2 hem 

he-man /'hi:,m 2 en/ noun, pi -men /-,men/ [count] informal 
: a man who is very strong and masculine ■ He plays another 
he-man in his latest action movie. 
hemi-Sphere /'hem^sfia 1 / noun, pi -spheres [count] 

1 : a half of the Earth ■ the Northem/Southern Hemisphere 
[=the half of the Earth that is north/south of the equator] ■ 
the Eastern Hemisphere [=the half of the Earth that is east of 
the Atlantic Ocean and that includes Europe, Africa, Asia, 
and Australia] ■ the Western Hemisphere [=the half of the 
Earth that is west of the Atlantic Ocean and that includes 
North and South America] 

2 : half of a sphere : half of a round object 

3 technical: either of the two halves of the brain ■ a tumor in 
the right/left cerebral hemisphere 

- hemi-spher-ic /.hema'sfink/ or hemi-spher-i-cal 

/jhcma'sfenkal/ adj, technical • a hemispherical structure 
hem-line /'hem,lain/ noun, pi -lines [count] : the bottom 
edge of a dress, skirt, or coat ■ The hemline falls just above 
the knee. ■ I shortened/raised the hemline on the dress, 
hem-lock /'hem,la:k/ noun, pi -locks 

1 [count, noncount]: an evergreen tree with soft wood 

2 [noncount] a : a type of poisonous plant that has small 
white flowers b : a deadly drug or drink made from this 
plant ■ Socrates died after drinking hemlock. 

he-mo-glo-bin (US) or Brit hae-mo-glo-bin 

/'hi:m3,gloub3n/ noun [noncount] technical : the part of 
blood that contains iron, carries oxygen through the body, 
and gives blood its red color 

he-mo-phil-ia (US) or Brit hae«mo-phll-ia /^kma'filija/ 
noun [noncount] medical ; a serious disease that causes a per¬ 
son who has been cut or injured to keep bleeding for a very 
long time 

he-mo-phil-i-ac (US) or Brit hae-mo-phil-i-ac 

/,hi:m3'fili,£ek/ noun, pi -acs [count] : a person who has he¬ 
mophilia 

1 hem-or-rhage (US) or Brit haem-or-rhage /'hemancfe/ 
noun, pi -rhag-es medical : a condition in which a person 
bleeds too much and cannot stop the flow of blood [count] 
The patient suffered a cerebral hemorrhage, [noncount] 
There is a possibility of hemorrhage with the procedure. — 
sometimes used figuratively ■ The company has suffered a fi¬ 
nancial hemorrhage. [=the company has lost large amounts 
of money] 

- hem-or-rhag-ic (US) or Brit haem-or-rhag-ic 

/(hema'reecfeik/ adj, medical ■ a hemorrhagic fever [=a fever 
that causes hemorrhaging] 

2 hemorrhage (US) or Brit haemorrhage verb -rhages; 
-rhaged; -rhag-ing 

1 [no obj] medical: to bleed in a very fast and uncontrolled 
way ■ The patient began to hemorrhage after the surgery. 

2 [+ obj] : to lose (people, money, etc.) in a very fast and un¬ 
controlled way ■ The company is hemorrhaging money. [=the 
company is losing very large amounts of money] 

- hemorrhaging (US) or Brit haem-or-rhag-ing noun 
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[noncount] ■ The patient has internal hemorrhaging. 
hem-or-rhoid (US) or Brit haem-or-rhold /'hem,roid/ 
noun, pi -rhoids [count]: a swollen and painful area located 
at or near the anus — usually plural ■ a patient who suffers 
from hemorrhoids 

hemp /'hemp/ noun [noncount]: a plant that is used to make 
thick ropes and some drugs (such as hashish and marijuana) 
hen /'hen/ noun, pi hens [count] 

1 : an adult female chicken — compare rooster 

2 : a female bird of any kind 
hence /'hens/ adv, formal 

1 : for this reason ■ He was a newcomer and hence [conse¬ 
quently, therefore] had no close friends here. ■ He knew he 
could not win the election— hence his decision to withdraw. 

■ The company lost a great deal of money. Hence , the CEO 
was asked to resign. 

2 : later than the present time ■ a week hence [=a week from 
now] ■ What will life be like a century hence ? 

henceforth /'hens,foa>0/ adv, formal : from this time for¬ 
ward : starting now ■ Henceforth , supervisors will report di¬ 
rectly to the manager. ■ She announced that henceforth she 
would be running the company, 
hencefor-ward /hens'foa , wad/ adv, formal : hence¬ 
forth 

hench-man /'hentfman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] dis¬ 
approving : a trusted follower or supporter who performs 
unpleasant, wrong, or illegal tasks for a powerful person 
(such as a politician or criminal) ■ a gangster surrounded by 
his henchmen 

hen-house /'hen,haus/ noun, pi -hous-es [count] : a cov¬ 
ered shelter for chickens or other birds 
hen-na /'hena/ noun [noncount] : a reddish-brown dye used 
especially for coloring hair or skin 
hen party noun, pi ~ -ties [count] Brit, informal : a party 
for women only; especially : a party for a woman who is 
about to be married — called also hen night 
hen-pecked /'hen,pekt/ adj, informal — used to describe a 
man who is constantly controlled and criticized by his wife ■ 
a henpecked husband 

hep /'hep/ adj hep-per; hep-pest [also more —; most —] US 
slang, old-fashioned : having or showing knowledge about 
the newest things in music, fashion, etc. : hip • a hep cafe ■ 
She’s hep. ^ Hep is often associated with people who played 
and listened to jazz music in the mid-20th century. 
hep-a-ti-tiS /,hep9'tait9s/ noun [noncount] medical : a seri¬ 
ous disease of the liver that causes fever and makes your 
skin and eyes yellow 

hep-cat /'hep,k£et/ noun, pi -cats [count] US slang, old- 
fashioned : a person who knows about the newest things in 
music, fashion, etc. : a hip person ■ a cool hepcat Hepcat 
often refers to someone who played or listened to jazz music 
in the mid-20th century. 

hep-ta-gon /'hept9|ga:n/ noun, pi -gons [count] mathe¬ 
matics : a flat shape that has seven sides and seven angles 
— hep-tag-o-nal /hep'taeganal/ adj • a heptagonal shape/ 
room 

hep-tath-lon /hep't£e0l9n/ noun, pi -Ions [count] : an ath¬ 
letic contest for women that consists of seven running, jump¬ 
ing, and throwing events ■ She won a gold medal in the hep¬ 
tathlon. 

1 her /'ha 1 , a^ adj, always used before a noun, possessive form of 

she : relating to or belonging to a certain woman, girl, or fe¬ 
male animal ■ She bought her own house. ■ Her parents will 
visit soon. ■ What is her name? : made or done by a certain 
woman, girl, or female animal ■ I would like to read some of 
her essays. ■ She was jailed for her crime. ■ It’s her turn to 
play. — sometimes used figuratively to refer to something 
thought of as female (such as a ship, car, machine, or coun¬ 
try) ■ The ship is in port to have her hull repaired. ■ the Unit¬ 
ed States and her allies — see also hers 

2 her pronoun, objective form of she — used to refer to a cer- 

tain woman, girl, or female animal as the object of a verb or 
a preposition • Tell her I said hello. ■ Did you invite her! ■ I 
gave the book to her. • a gift for her ■ The dress fits her sister 
as well as her. 

1 her-ald /'herald/ verb -aids; -ald-ed; -ald-lng [+ obj] 

1 : to be a sign of (something that is beginning to happen or 
will happen soon) ■ Rain heralds the arrival of spring. • The 
technology heralded a new age of space exploration. 

2 : to greet (someone or something) with enthusiasm — usu¬ 
ally used as (be) heralded ■ This achievement will be heralded 


all over the world. ■ She is being heralded as the year’s best 
new author. Someone or something that is much-heralded 
receives a large amount of praise or admiration. ■ a much- 
heralded film 

2 herald noun, pi -aids [count] formal 

1 : a sign that something will happen • The early flowers are 
heralds of spring. 

2 : an official messenger in the past ■ Mercury was the herald 
of the Roman gods. 

her-ald-ry /'heraldri/ noun [noncount] formal : the activity 
of creating or studying coats of arms and of tracing and re¬ 
cording family histories 

— he-ral-dlc /he'neldrk/ adj ■ crosses and other heraldic de¬ 
vices 

herb /'ato, Brit 'hs-.b/ noun, pi herbs [count] : a plant or a 
part of a plant that is used as medicine or to give flavor to 
food ■ a dish seasoned with chopped fresh herbs ■ rosemary, 
sage, and other herbs — see color picture on page C6 
her-ba-ceous /ha'beijgs/ adj 

1 : relating to herbs ■ herbaceous flavors/aromas 

2 : relating to a type of plant that has a soft stem ■ herba¬ 
ceous plants/perennials ■ a herbaceous border [=a garden of 
flowering plants that die in the autumn and grow again in 
the spring] 

herb-al /'atoal, Brit 'ha-.bal/ adj, always used before a noun 
: made of or relating to herbs • herbal tea/supplements ■ a 
doctor who practices herbal medicine [=the use of herbs to 
treat illness] 

herb-al-ist /‘avalist, Brit 'ha:balist/ noun.pl -ists [count]: a 
person who grows, sells, or uses herbs to treat illness 
herb doctor noun, pi ~ -tors [count] chiefly US : a person 
who uses herbs to treat illness 

her-bi-Cide /'ha^said/ noun, pi -cides [count, noncount] 

: a chemical used to destroy plants or stop plant growth 
her-bl-VOre /'hatoa^oa 1 / noun, pi -vores [count] : an ani¬ 
mal that only eats plants 

— her-biv-o-rotlS Aha^'bivaras/ adj ■ herbivorous animals 
her-CU-le-an or Her-cu-le-an Ahakja'liijan/ adj [more 

most —] : very large, difficult, powerful, etc. ■ a herculean 
task/effort ■ Herculean strength ■ They took on the herculean 
job of restoring the house after the fire. ■ a problem of her¬ 
culean proportions 
1 herd /'h noun, pi herds 

1 [count] : a group of animals that live or are kept together ■ 
herds of cattle/horses/elephants ■ The herd grazed peacefully 
in the pasture. 

2 a [count] : a large group of people ■ A herd of shoppers 
waited anxiously for the store to open, b the herd : com¬ 
mon people : people as a group ■ the common herd • He al¬ 
ways sticks with the herd. [=he always does what other peo¬ 
ple do; he does not think for himself] ■ I refuse to follow the 
herd. [=do what other people do] 

ride herd on see *ride 
2 herd verb herds; herd-ed; herd-lng 

1 [+ obj]: to gather and move (a group of animals) ■ herd cat¬ 
tle ■ The horses were herded into the corral. 

2 a [+ obj] : to move (people) in a group ■ We left the hotel 
and were herded onto a bus. ■ They herded the students into 
the auditorium, b [no obj] : to form a group or move as a 
group ■ The commuters herded onto the train. 

— herd-er /'h»day noun, pi -ers [count] 
herds-man /'hadzman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] : a 

person (especially a man) who watches over a herd of cows, 
sheep, etc. 

1 here /'hia/ adv 

1 a : in this place : at this location ■ I like it here. • I’m here 
to help you. ■ Turn here. • Hello—is anyone here! • I’m sure 1 
left my glasses (right) here. ■ They have lived here for 30 
years. ■ Please sign here. [=at the place indicated by the 
speaker] ■ At last we’re herel = Here we are at last! [=we have 
finally arrived] ■ "Hey, where are you?” “I’m over/out/down/ 
up/in here." ■ I’m planning to be back here by 6:00. — used 
in speech when something is found ■ Have you seen my glass¬ 
es? Oh, here they are. ■ Ah, here's the book I’ve been looking 
for. b : to or into this place ■ Come here. • I’ve come here to 
help you. ■ Bring the book here. • He rode his bicycle here 
this morning. ■ When will you get here! • Here comes the bus. 
[=the bus is coming right now] 

2 a : at this point in a process, activity, story, etc. ■ Here the 
author introduces a new character. ■ The speaker paused 
here for a moment. ■ Here the film changes from black-and- 
white to color, b : in the matter that is being considered 
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: in this case ■ Here we agree. • The essential conflict here is 
their different ways of cutting costs. C : appearing or hap¬ 
pening now ■ Here's your chance for a new career. ■ Winter is 
here at last. 

3 a informal — used to make a statement about the present 
situation or subject more forceful ■ Hey, I’m trying to work 
here\ ■ We’re talking about a lot of money here\ ■ Let’s get se¬ 
rious herel b informal — used after a noun to emphasize 
which person, thing, etc. you are referring to • This book 
here is the one I was talking about. ■ My brother here just 
bought a new car. C — used when you are giving some¬ 
thing to someone ■ Here's my phone number. • “Could you 
pass the salt?” “Sure, here you are." - “Sure, here it is." = 
“Sure, here you go" 

from here on (out) US, informal : from this time forward ■ 
From here on out, I’m making all the decisions. 
here and now : at the present time ■ Instead of dwelling on 
the past, we need to deal with the problems that exist here 
and now. — often used in the phrase the here and now • 
We need to deal with the problems that exist in the here 
and now. [=the problems that exist in the present] 
here and there : in different places ■ Books and papers were 
strewn here and there. ■ He’s traveled here and there, 
here goes or chiefly US here goes nothing informal — 
used when you are about to try doing something new, dif¬ 
ficult, or unpleasant ■ It’s hard to explain, but here goes. [=1 
will try to explain] ■ I’ve never skied before, so here goes 
nothing. 

here is — used in speech and informal writing to introduce 
a person, subject, or action ■ Here is what I think we should 
do. ■ Here's the thing/problem—I already told her I would 
go. ■ Here is the latest election news. ■ Here's how you 
should hold the golf club. 

here’s to — used to express good wishes for someone, to say 
you are pleased about something, etc., before you drink 
something; used for making a toast to someone or some¬ 
thing ■ Here’s to the new couple. May they find great happi¬ 
ness together. • Thank you all for your hard work. And 
now, here's to another successful year! 
here, there, and everywhere informal : in many different 
places : all over ■ I’ve been looking for you here. there, and 
everywhere. 

here to stay : likely to last or be present for a long time ■ 
She’s convinced that her bad luck is here to stay, 
here we go informal — used when something is just begin¬ 
ning to happen or move ■ “ Here we go," I said as the roller 
coaster began to climb the first hill. 
here you go (again) see ‘go 

neither here nor there : not important or interesting ■ 
What I think is really neither here nor there. You have to 
make up your own mind. 

out of here or outta here informal — used to say that you 
are leaving ■ It’s five o’clock, so I am out of here. [=1 am 
leaving this place] 
up to here see 2 up 
2 here interj 

1 — used to say that you are present ■ When he calls your 
name, say "here." ■ “John Smith?" "Herel" 

2 — used for emphasis or to attract someone's attention ■ 
Here, let me help you with that. ■ ( chiefly Brit ) Here, what are 
you doing with my bike? 

3 — used in calling a pet to you ■ Here , boy! Good dog! 

3 here noun [ noncount ] 

1 : this place ■ get away from here 

2 : this point ■ I’ve done my part. You take it from here. 
[=you are responsible from now on] 

here-abouts /'hirajbauts/ also US here*about /*hira,baut/ 
adv, informal : near or around this place : in this area ■ We 
don’t see a lot of snow hereabouts. — compare THERE¬ 
ABOUTS 

1 here-af-ter /hi^'sefta 1 , Brit hi ar 1 a: ft a/ adv, formal 

1 : after this : from now on ■ Hereafter the two companies 
will operate in full partnership. — often used in legal docu¬ 
ments ■ my client, hereafter the plaintiff [=my client, who will 
be called “the plaintiff’ from this point onward] 

2 : in a future time or state ■ We don’t know what will hap¬ 
pen hereafter. 

2 hereafter noun 

the hereafter : an existence that comes after life ends : life 
after death ■ belief in the hereafter 
here-by /hia^bai/ adv, formal : by means of this act, these 
words, this document, etc. ■ I hereby declare the Olympic 


Games officially open. • The sum will hereby be charged to 
your account. • The parties to the lawsuit hereby agree to set¬ 
tle the matter out of court. 
he*recM«tary /ha'reda.teri, Brit ha'redatri/ adj 

1 : passed or able to be passed from parent to child before 
birth • hereditary traits/diseases • He suffers from a rare he¬ 
reditary condition. 

2 formal a : passing from a person who has died to that 
person’s child or younger relative • The position is heredi¬ 
tary. [= inherited ] • a hereditary monarchy b : holding a posi¬ 
tion or title that was passed on from your parent or an older 
relative ■ a hereditary ruler/monarch 

he-red-i-ty /ha'redati/ noun [noncount] formal : the natural 
process by which physical and mental qualities are passed 
from a parent to a child ■ Heredity plays no part in the dis¬ 
ease. 

here-in /hi^'in/ adv, formal 

1 : in this book, document, etc. ■ For an explanation of the 
abbreviations used herein, see the section entitled “Abbrevia¬ 
tions in this Work.” 

2 : in this statement, fact, or detail — used to introduce 
something that is related to the main subject and that is usu¬ 
ally followed by an explanation ■ The company faces more 
competition every year. Herein lies the challenge. In order to 
maintain our current standing, we have to increase sales. 

here*in*af*ter /(hira'nseft?, Brit ^uara'naifta/ adv, formal 

: ‘HEREAFTER 1 

her-e-sy /'herasi/ noun, pi -sies : a belief or opinion that 
does not agree with the official belief or opinion of a particu¬ 
lar religion [noncount] They were accused of heresy, [count] 
He was preaching dangerous heresies. — often used figura¬ 
tively ■ To disagree with the party leadership was heresy. 
her-e*tic /'herajtik/ noun, pi -tics [count] : someone who 
believes or teaches something that goes against accepted or 
official beliefs ■ The church regards them as heretics. 

— he-ret-l-cal /ha'retikal/ adj ■ heretical ideas/writings • It 
would be heretical to suggest changing company policy. 

here*tO /hia-'tu:/ adv, formal : to this document ■ I attach 
hereto my revisions. 

here*tO*fore /'hia i ta,foa L / adv, formal : until this time : be¬ 
fore now ■ Heretofore her writing has never displayed such 
depth of feeling. ■ This technology has created heretofore un¬ 
imaginable possibilities. 

here*with /hi»'wi0, hia’wid/ adv, formal : with this : includ¬ 
ed with this note, letter, document, etc. ■ You will find my 
check herewith. ■ Herewith are your instructions. ■ I enclose 
herewith my revisions. 
her*i*ta-ble /'heratabal/ adj, formal 

1 : able to be passed from parent to child before birth ■ a 
heritable disease 

2 law : able to be passed from a parent or older relative to a 
child • a heritable title 

her*i-tage /'heraticfe/ noun, pi -tag*es [count] : the tradi¬ 
tions, achievements, beliefs, etc., that are part of the history 
of a group or nation — usually singular ■ a nation with a rich 
heritage of folklore ■ His Polish heritage was very important 
to him. ■ These battlefields are an important part of our her- 
% itage and should be preserved. 

herky—jerky /'h^ki'cfe&ki/ adj [more most ~] US, infor¬ 

mal : not smooth or graceful : marked by sudden move¬ 
ments or changes ■ a herky-jerky dance ■ a film criticized for 
its herky-jerky editing 

her*maph*ro*dite /h&'msefra^ait/ noun, pi -dltes [count] 
: a person, plant, or animal that has both male and female 
parts 

— hermaphrodite adj • hermaphrodite populations — her- 
maph*ro*dit*ic /h»im£efra , ditik/ adj • hermaphroditic 
species _ 

her-met-ic /h^'metik/ adj, formal : closed tightly so that no 
air can go in or out ■ hermetic [=(more commonly) airtight ] 
seals 

— her-met-l-cal-ly /h^'metikli/ adv ■ hermetically sealed 
containers 

her-mit /'hamat/ noun, pi -mits [count] : a person who lives 
in a simple way apart from others especially for religious rea¬ 
sons 

her-mit-age /'hamaticfc/ noun, pi -ag*es [count] 

1 : a place where a hermit lives 

2 : a house or building that is far away from other houses, 
buildings, or people ■ On weekends he escapes to his hermit¬ 
age in the mountains. 
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hermit crab noun, pi ~ crabs [count] : a type of crab that 
lives in the empty shell of another animal (such as a snail) 
her-nia /'hafiija/ noun, pi -nl*as medical : a painful condi¬ 
tion in which an organ (such as the intestine) pushes through 
the muscles that are around it [count] He has a hernia, 
[noncount] He was treated for hernia. — called also rupture 
he«ro /'hirou/ noun, pi heroes or in sense 3 heros [count] 

1 a : a person who is admired for great or brave acts or fine 
qualities ■ He returned from the war a national hero. ■ the 
hero of a rescue ■ She was a hero for standing up to the gov¬ 
ernment. b : a person who is greatly admired • a football 
hero • His father has always been his hero. • He has always 
been a hero to his son. <*• Hero can refer to either a man or a 
woman, but it is often used to refer specifically to a man. 
The specific word for a woman who is brave and admired is 
heroine. — see also FOLK HERO 

2 : the chief male character in a story, play, movie, etc. ■ The 
hero [=protagonist] of the film is a fisherman. 

3 pi usually heros US : submarine sandwich 
he*rO"iC /hi'rowik / ac(j 

1 : of or relating to heroes ■ the heroic age ■ heroic legends 

2 [more most ~] : having or showing great courage ■ It 
was heroic of those women to fight for the right to vote. ■ 
The soldiers received medals for their heroic actions. 

3 [more most ~]: very large or great in size, amount, etc. 
■ Despite heroic efforts to save the business, it ultimately 
went bankrupt. ■ a political battle of heroic proportions ■ He¬ 
roic [- drastic ] measures may be required to save the patient. 

— he-ro-i-caMy /hi'rowikli/ adv ■ women who fought hero¬ 
ically for the right to vote 

he-ro-ics /hi'rowiks/ noun [plural] : actions that show cour¬ 
age : heroic acts or behavior ■ Despite his heroics on the 
football field, he has had a troubled life. — often used to de¬ 
scribe heroic actions that are regarded as foolish ■ We need 
to be cautious now. This is no time for heroics. 
her-O-in /'herawan/ noun [noncount] : a powerful illegal 
drug that is made from morphine 
her*O a ine /'herawan/ noun, pi -ines [count] 

1 : a woman who is admired for great or brave acts or fine 
qualities • The town remembered her as the heroine of the 
flood and erected a statue in her honor. 

2 : the chief female character in a story, play, movie, etc. ■ a 
tragic heroine 

her-O-ism /'hera^izam/ noun [noncount] : great courage • 
acts/feats of heroism ■ women who showed heroism by fight¬ 
ing for their right to vote 

her-on /'heran/ noun, pi -ons [count] : a large bird that has 
long legs and a long neck and bill — see color picture on 
page C9 

hero sandwich noun, pi ~ -wiches [count] US : subma¬ 
rine SANDWICH 

hero Worship noun [noncount] : foolish or excessive admi¬ 
ration of someone ■ He objects to the unthinking hero wor¬ 
ship of great athletes by their fans. 

- hero-worship verb -ships; -shipped also US 
-shiped; -ship-ping also US -shipping [+ obj] ■ As a 
child he hero-worshipped his older brother. 

her-pes /'ha^piiz/ noun [noncount] : a disease that causes 
painful spots on the skin 

hearing /'heng/ noun, pi herring or herrings [count, non¬ 
count] : a fish that lives in the northern Atlantic Ocean and is 
often eaten as food — see also red herring 
her-ring-bone /'heni],boun/ noun [noncount] : a pattern 
used on cloth that consists of rows of parallel lines that slant 
in opposite directions to form V shapes — usually used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ a herringbone pattern/design * a herring¬ 
bone jacket 
hers /'h^z/ pronoun 

1 : that which belongs to or is connected with her : her one 
: her ones ■ The book is hers. [=the book belongs to her; it is 
her book] ■ Hers is the book on the left. [=her book is the one 
on the left] - a former professor of hers [=one of her former 
professors] ■ That face of hers [-her face] is hard to forget. 

2 Brit, informal : her home ■ Let’s go back to hers for a drink. 
her»self /ha^'self/ pronoun 

1 : that same woman, girl, or female animal: a — used as 
the object of a verb or preposition to refer to a woman, girl, 
or female animal that has already been mentioned ■ She con¬ 
siders herself lucky. • She accepted the award for her co- 
workers and herself . • She is proud of herself for finishing col¬ 
lege. ■ She wrapped the blanket around herself . ■ “I wonder 
what he meant?” she said/thought to herself . • She had the 


house (all) to herself. [=she was alone in the house) ■ She 
wanted to see it for herself. [=she wanted to see it rather than 
have someone tell her about it, describe it to her, etc.] b — 
used for emphasis to refer again to a woman, girl, or female 
animal that has already been mentioned ■ She told me herself 
that she would be here. ■ It’s hard to believe that she was 
young once herself '. ■ My father wanted my mother to see a 
doctor, but she herself didn’t think it was necessary. ■ We 
were welcomed by the company president herself. ■ She was 
nervous about meeting them, but I told her to just be herself. 
[=to behave like she normally does] 

2 : her normal or healthy self ■ She was herself again after a 
good night’s sleep. • She’s not herself today; something’s 
bothering her. 

by herself 1 : without any help from other people • She 
shoveled the driveway by herself. ■ She did her homework 
(all) by herself. 2 : with nobody else ; alone ■ The grand¬ 
mother still lives in the house by herself. ■ She went to the 
store by herself. 

hertz /'hats/ noun, pi hertz [count] technical : a unit used for 
measuring the frequency of sound waves — abbr. Hz 
he’s /*hi:z, iz/ — used as a contraction of he is or he has • He ’s 
[-he is] tall. ■ He’s [-he has] told me that before. 
heS"i*tant /'hezatant/ adj [more most ~] : slow to act or 
speak especially because you are nervous or unsure about 
what to do : feeling or showing hesitation • She took a hesi¬ 
tant step back from the door. * He seems hesitant about ac¬ 
cepting the job. — sometimes followed by to + verb ■ He 
seems hesitant to accept the job. 

— hes-i-tan-cy /'hezantansi/ noun [noncount] ■ We were 
surprised by his hesitancy about accepting the job. — hes¬ 
itant-ly adv ■ She hesitantly stepped back from the door. ■ 
He hesitantly asked a stranger for directions. 

hes-i-tate /'hcza.teit/ verb -tates; -tat-ed; -tat-ing 

1 [no obj]: to stop briefly before you do something especial¬ 
ly because you are nervous or unsure about what to do ■ She 
hesitated and waited for her friend to say something. ■ He 
hesitated about/over accepting the job. 

2 [+ obj] : to be unwilling to do something because of doubt 
or uncertainty ■ I sometimes hesitate to say what I am really 
thinking. ■ I hesitated to come without being asked. ■ I 
wouldn’t hesitate to ask for your help if I felt I needed it. • 
Don’t hesitate to call if there is a problem. 

he who hesitates is lost — used to say that it is important 
to make decisions and do things in a quick and definite 
way 

— hes-i-ta-tion /iheza'teijan/ noun [noncount] A mo¬ 
ment’s hesitation could have cost him his life. ■ He showed 
no hesitation about/over accepting the job. ■ I would do it 
again without hesitation. [=with no delay or doubts] 
[count] After several brief hesitations he proceeded. 

heS'Sian /'hej'an, Brit 'hesian/ noun [noncount] Brit : bur¬ 
lap 

het-ero'dox /'hctara,da:ks/ adj [more most ~] formal 
: not agreeing with established beliefs or standards : unor¬ 
thodox ■ a heterodox religious thinker ■ heterodox ideas 

— het-ero-doxy /'het3ra,da:ksi/ noun, pi -dox-ies [count, 
noncount] 

het*er-0*ge*neoUS /.hetara'cfeiinijas/ adj [more most 
~] formal : made up of parts that are different ■ an ethnical¬ 
ly heterogeneous population — opposite HOMOGENEOUS 

— het-ero-ge-ne-ity /,h£tarotKtea'ni:jati/m?wn [noncount] 
het-ero-sex-u-al /.hetaroo'sekjawal/ adj 

1 : sexually attracted to people of the opposite sex ■ a hetero¬ 
sexual male 

2 : based on sexual attraction to people of the opposite sex ■ 
heterosexual behavior — compare bisexual, homosexu¬ 
al 

— heterosexual noun, pi -aIs [count] ■ male heterosexuals 
— het-ero*sex-u-al-i-ty Ahetarou^EkJa'wEelati/ noun 
[noncount] 

het lip /'het'Ap/ adj [more most —] informal + somewhat 
old-fashioned : very excited or upset ■ John can get all/very 
het up about/over politics. ■ What are you so het up about? 
heu-ris-tic /hju'nstik/ adj, formal : using experience to 
learn and improve ■ heuristic writing techniques ■ heuristic 
methods ■ heuristic computer programs 

— heuristic noun, pi -tics [count] ■ The program uses heu¬ 
ristics I=heuristic methods] to continually improve its per¬ 
formance. 

hew /■hju:/ verb hews; hewed; hewed or hewn /'hju:n/; 
hew-ing [+ obj] : to shape (something) by cutting with a 
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sharp tool (such as an ax) ■ They hewed logs to build a cabin. 

■ The walls are built of stones hewn by skilled craftsmen. ■ 
roughly hewn logs — sometimes used figuratively ■ Settlers 
hewed a town from the wilderness. • His father hewed a for¬ 
tune from the railroads. — see also rough-hewn 

hew to \phrasal verb] hew to (something) US : to follow or 
obey (something) ■ Everyone must hew to the rules/stan¬ 
dards. ■ He is a politician who has always hewed [= adhered] 
closely to the party line. 

hex /'heks/ noun, pi hex*es lcount] chiefly US : a magical 
spell that is meant to cause bad luck for someone ■ He 
claimed that a witch had put a hex on him. 

- hex /'heks/ verb hexes; hexed; hex-ing [+ obj\ ■ He 
claimed that someone had hexed him. 

hexa-gon /'heks3,ga:n, Brit 'hcksagan/ noun, pi -gons 
[count] mathematics : a flat shape that has six angles and six 
sides — see picture at geometry 

— hex-ag-o-nal /hek'saegan]/ adj ■ a hexagonal room 
hey /'hei/ inter) 

1 — used to attract someone’s attention or to express sur¬ 
prise, joy, or anger ■ Hey (there), it’s good to see you! ■ Hey, 
wait for me! ■ Hey, what are you doing with my car! ■ Hey 
you!—get away from there! 

2 — used to indicate that something is not important, that 
you are not upset about something, etc. ■ I thought she was 
my friend, but, hey, it’s not the first time I’ve been wrong. ■ 
“We lost.” “Hey, you can’t win them all.” ■ “I’m sorry to be so 
late.” “Hey, don’t worry about it.” 

hey-day /'hei.dei/ noun, pi -days [count] : the time when 
someone or something is most successful, popular, etc. — 
usually singular ■ In the heyday of big cars nobody cared 
how much gas cost. ■ That’s when he was in his heyday. 
hey presto interj, Brit : presto ■ A wave of the hand and, 
hey presto, it’s gone! 

HGV /jeit^cfeii'vi:/ noun, pi HGVs [count] Brit : a large truck 
HGV is an abbreviation of “heavy goods vehicle.” 
hi /'hai/ interj — used as an informal way of saying “hello” ■ 
Hi, how are you? ■ Aren’t you going to say hi to [-greet] him? 
HI abbr Hawaii 

hi-a-tUS /hai'eitas/ noun, pi -tus*es : a period of time when 
something (such as an activity or program) is stopped 
[count] The band is making an album again after a five-year 
hiatus, [noncount] (US) The television network put the show 
on hiatus [=it stopped broadcasting the show] for several 
months. = The show went on hiatus for several months, 
hi-ba-chi /hi'bcr.tfi/ noun, pi -chis [count] chiefly US : a 
small grill (sense lb) for cooking food over charcoal 
hi-ber-nate /'haib^neit/ verb -nates; -nat-ed; -nat-ing 
[no obj] of an animal: to spend the winter sleeping or resting 

■ bears hibernating in their dens 

— hi*ber-na*tion /,haib^'neij3n/ noun [noncount] ■ bears in 
hibernation 

hi-bis-CUS /hai'biskas/ noun, pi hibiscus or hl-bis-cus- 

es [count, noncount] : a type of shrub that has large colorful 
flowers 

hiocup also hlc-cough /'hi,kivp/ noun, pi -cups also 
-coughs 

1 a [count] : a sound in your throat that is caused by a sud¬ 
den, uncontrolled movement of muscles in your chest after 
you have eaten or drunk too much or too quickly b hic¬ 
cups [plural] : a condition in which you make hiccups re¬ 
peatedly ■ The baby has (the) hiccups. ■ I got the hiccups. 

2 [count] informal l a small problem, change, or delay ■ Our 
computer problems were caused by a hiccup in the power 
supply. ■ The stock market has continued to rise, except for 
a slight hiccup earlier this month. 

- hiccup also hiccough /'hi,kA.p/ verb -cups also 
-coughs; -cuped also -cupped or -coughed; -cup- 
ing also -cup-ping or -cough-ing [no obj] ■ Someone in 
the audience started hiccuping. 

hick /'hik/ noun, pi hicks [count] US, informal + disapprov¬ 
ing : an uneducated person from a small town or the country 

■ We felt like a bunch of hicks when we went to the city for 
the first time. — often used before another noun ■ a hick 
town [=a town where the people are hicks] 

hick-o-ry /'hikari/ noun, pi -rles 

1 [count] : a type of tree that has very hard wood and that 
produces nuts which can be eaten — called also hickory tree 

2 [noncount] : the wood of a hickory tree 
1 hidden past participle of 'hide 
2 hidden adj 


1 : not seen or known ■ a hidden [=concealed] microphone/ 
camera ■ His suggestions have a hidden [=secret] purpose. ■ 
hidden motives ■ He’s accused of having a hidden agenda. 
[=a secret plan] 

2 : not easily found or recognized ■ There was a hidden flaw 
in the airplane’s design. ■ the hidden costs in buying a home ■ 
searching for hidden meanings • a hidden valley 

1 hide /'haid/ verb hides; hid /'hid/; hld-den /'hidii/ or hid; 
hid-ing /'haidio/ 

1 [+ obj] a : to put (something) in a place where it cannot 
be seen or found ■ She hid the gifts under the bed. ■ His 
records were hidden (away) in the back room, b : to pre¬ 
vent (something) from being seen ■ Clouds hid the sun all 
day. ■ She hid her face in her hands. [=she covered her face 
with her hands] ■ They live in a house hidden among the 
trees. ■ a house hidden (from view) by trees 

2 a [no obj] : to go to or stay at a place where you cannot be 
seen or found • She hid under the bed. ■ The prisoners hid 
(out) down by the river after escaping. ■ criminals hiding 
(out) from the police ■ Photographers were hiding behind the 
fence. • He has nowhere to hide. — sometimes used figura¬ 
tively ■ He tried to hide from his responsibilities. [=he tried to 
avoid his responsibilities] • She has been accused of hiding 
behind her reputation [=using her reputation to protect her¬ 
self] instead of answering the charges openly, b [+ obj] : to 
put (someone or yourself) in a place that cannot be seen or 
found ■ She hid him/herself under the bed. ■ She hid him 
from the police. 

3 [+ obj] : to keep (something) from being known ■ She tried 
to hide the fact that she was looking for another job. ■ You 
shouldn’t try to hide your feelings (from me). ■ He made no 
attempt to hide his anger. ■ You can ask me anything. I have 
nothing to hide. 

hide your light under a bushel see bushel 
2 hide noun, pi hides [count] 

1 : the skin of a usually large animal ■ cattle hides 

2 informal — used to talk about protecting or saving your¬ 
self or someone else from harm ■ He betrayed his friend to 
protect his own hide. [=to protect himself] ■ Thanks for help¬ 
ing me out—you really saved my hide ! [=kept me from be¬ 
ing harmed; saved me] 

3 chiefly Brit : 3 blind 2 

hide or hair or hide nor hair informal : any sign of a partic¬ 
ular person or thing ■ He hasn’t seen hide or hair of his son 
[=hasn’t seen his son at all] since he went off to college. ■ 
We haven’t seen hide nor hair of a gas station. 
tan someone’s hide informal + old-fashioned : to beat or 
whip (someone) very badly ■ He threatened to tan my hide 
if I didn’t do what he told me to do. 
hide—and—go—seek noun [noncount] US : hide-and- 
seek 

hide—and—seek noun [noncount] : a children’s game in 
which everyone hides from one player who tries to find them 

■ play hide-and-seek 

hide-away /'haid3,wei/ noun, pi -aways [count] : a hidden 
place : a place where someone goes to be alone • The resort 
is a perfect romantic hideaway for young couples, 
hide-bound /'haid,baund/ adj [more most ~] disapprov¬ 
ing : not willing to accept new or different ideas ■ a hide¬ 
bound conservative ■ hidebound traditions [=old traditions 
that are out-of-date and should be changed] 
hid-eous /'hidijos/ adj [more most ~] : very ugly or dis¬ 
gusting • The room was filled with hideous furniture. ■ a hid¬ 
eous deformity/crime ■ He let out a hideous [^frightful] laugh. 

— hid-eous-ly adv ■ Her face was hideously deformed by 
the fire. — hid-eous-ness noun [noncount] 

hide-OUt /'haid,aut/ noun, pi -outs [count] : a place where 
someone (such as a criminal) hides to avoid being found or 
captured ■ a secret hideout 

1 hid-ing /'haidii]/ noun [noncount] : the state of being hidden 

■ She went Into hiding [=she went to a secret place where she 
would not be found by the people who were looking for her] 
to avoid reporters and television cameras. ■ He has been in 
hiding for years. ■ He came out of hiding to answer the ru¬ 
mors. — compare 2 hiding 

2 hiding noun, pi -Ings [count] chiefly Brit, informal : a severe 
beating — usually singular ■ My father threatened to give me 
a good hiding. — sometimes used figuratively ■ They gave us 
a good hiding [=they defeated us badly] in that game. 
on a hiding to nothing Brit, informal : on the way to failure 
: certain to fail 

- compare 'hidino 
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hiding place noun, pi ~~ places [count] : a place where 
someone or something is hidden or can be hidden ■ My fa¬ 
vorite hiding place when I was a kid was in the attic. 
hi*er-ar«chy fhateirozrkx/ noun, pi-chxes [count] 

1 : a group that controls an organization and is divided into 
different levels ■ The church hierarchy faced resistance to 
some of their/its decisions. 

2 : a system in which people or things are placed in a series 
of levels with different importance or status ■ He was at the 
bottom of the corporate hierarchy. • a rigid hierarchy of so¬ 
cial classes 

— hi-er-ar-chi-cal /.haja'raa'kikal/ also hi-er-ar-chic 

/jhaja’raa^kik/ adj [more most ~] • The army has a rigid 
hierarchical structure. — hi«er-ar-chi-caMy /,haja- 
‘raa'kikli/ adv ■ The church is organized hierarchically. 

hi«ero*glyph 

/‘hajara.ghf/ noun, pi 
-glyphs [count] : a 
written character that 
looks like a picture : a 
character used in hiero¬ 
glyphics 

hi«ero*glyph*ic /,haj3ra'ghfik/ noun, pi -ics [count] : hi¬ 
eroglyph 

— hieroglyphic adj • hieroglyphic writing 
hi-ero*glyph-ics /.hajara’glifiks/ noun [plural] : a system 

of writing (such as the one used in ancient Egypt) that uses 
characters that look like pictures 
hi-fi /‘hai'fai/ noun, pi -fis 

1 [noncount]: high fidelity 

2 [count] somewhat old-fashioned Z a piece of electronic 
equipment for reproducing sound in a clear and accurate 
way ■ We bought a hi-fi for the bedroom. 

— hi-fi adj ■ hi-fi sound reproduction ■ a hi-fi system ■ hi-fi 
equipment 

hig-gle»dy—pig-gle-dy Ahigaldi'pigaldi/ adv, informal 
: in a messy way : without order ■ All the dishes were 
stacked higgledy-piggledy next to the sink. 

— higgledy-piggledy adj ■ a higgledy-piggledy assortment 
of things 

’ high /'hai !adj high-er; -est 

fa : rising or extending upward a great distance ■ high 
mountains/peaks ■ a high [=tall] building ■ a high fly ball 

— opposite LOW b : extending or reaching upward more 
than other things of the same kind ■ high boots ■ a high collar 
■ a high fence ■ high [=tall] grass — opposite LOW C : locat¬ 
ed far above the ground or another surface ■ high clouds/alti¬ 
tudes ■ The sun was high [=far above the horizon] in the east¬ 
ern sky. ■ The apartment has high ceilings. ■ The cat was 
found high (up) in the tree. ■ The airplane was high above the 
clouds. — opposite LOW d : having a specified height ■ The 
bush is six feet high. ■ a building 100 stories high ■ The grass 
was knee-high. [=the grass reached a person's knees] ■ waist- 
high water — see also sky-high e always used before a 
noun : rising above surrounding land ■ They have a home in 
the high country. ■ the high plains ■ The houses are built on 
high ground. — opposite LOW 

2 a : greater than usual in amount, number, or degree ■ 
They were traveling at a high (rate of) speed. = They were 
traveling at high speed. ■ They reached speeds as high as 100 
mph. ■ He's being treated for high blood pressure. ■ high cho¬ 
lesterol ■ a high fever ■ She earns a high salary. ■ high anxiety ■ 
high heat/humidity/temperatures ■ high interest rates ■ high 
intelligence ■ His books are in high demand. ■ We liked the 
house, but the price was too high. ■ He has received high 
praise for his efforts to help the homeless. ■ They are paying 
him a high compliment. — opposite LOW b : near or at the 
top of a range ■ Temperatures were in the high 80s. [-were 
around 87-89] — opposite LOW 

3 a : very favorable ■ He holds you in high regard/esteem. = 
He has a high opinion of you. [=he thinks highly of you; he 
regards you favorably] ■ They started their trip with high 
hopes/expectations. [=they started their trip hoping/expect¬ 
ing that it would go well] ■ Hopes are high that the strike will 
be settled soon. ■ All the children were in high spirits [=were 
very happy and excited] on the last day of school. 

— opposite LOW b : very good ■ We manufacture products 
of high quality. ■ He got high marks/grades throughout col¬ 
lege. ■ high morale ■ Our vacation ended on a high note. [=it 
ended in a pleasant or enjoyable way] ■ Our trip to the muse¬ 
um was the high point [=the most enjoyable part] of our va¬ 
cation. — opposite LOW C : morally good ■ She is a woman 


of high character. ■ high ideals/principles ■ high standards of 
conduct — opposite LOW 

4 : above others in power, importance, etc. • high officials = 
officials of high rank = high-ranking officials ■ The decision 
will be reviewed by a higher court. ■ Losing weight is a high 
priority for him. ■ He has friends in high places. [=he has 
friends who have power and influence] ■ He is high on the 
list of possible candidates for the job. [=he is considered to 
be a very good choice for the job] — opposite LOW 

5 : not low in sound ■ a high voice : occurring near the top of 
the musical scale ■ a high note — opposite LOW 

6 always used before a noun : very strong or forceful ■ high 
winds/explosives 

7 : having qualities that appeal to intelligent people ■ high art 
■ high comedy — opposite LOW 

8 always used before a noun : filled with the most activity ■ 
The rates at the resort are more expensive during (the) high 
season. [=the season when it is most busy or popular] ■ The 
town is filled with tourists in high summer. [=in the middle 
of summer] 

9 always used before a noun : of or relating to people who 
have and spend a lot of money on travel, good food, etc. 
: rich and luxurious ■ high society/living ■ the high life 

10 : very exciting or intense ■ high adventure ■ The hostage 
crisis has provided many moments of high drama. [=many 
highly dramatic moments] 

11 of a river, stream, etc. : rising farther up the banks than 
usual : having more water than usual ■ The river is high. 
— opposite LOW 

12 not used before a noun, informal : intoxicated by alcohol 
or drugs ■ All he wanted to do was to get high. • He was as 
high as a kite. [=very high; very drunk or intoxicated] — of¬ 
ten + on "He was high on cocaine. 

come hell or high water see hell 

high and mighty informal 1 : having or showing the in¬ 
sulting attitude of people who believe that they are better 
or more important than other people ■ He’s not so high and 
mighty now that he needs our help. ■ I can’t stand her when 
she acts/gets (all) high and mighty like that. 2 the high 
and (the) mighty : people who are important and powerful 
■ She likes to rub elbows with the high and mighty, 
high in : containing a large amount of (something) ■ These 
vegetables are high in nitrogen. ■ a diet high in fiber 
high on US, informal : excited or enthusiastic about (some¬ 
one or something) ■ The coach is very high on this new 
player. ■ Party leaders are high on her prospects. 
in high dudgeon see dudgeon 

it’s high time informal If it’s high time to do something, it 
is time to do something that should have been done a long 
time ago. ■ It’s high time we made some changes around 
here. ■ Its high time (that) you cleaned your room. 
pay a high price see ‘pay 
to high heaven(s) see heaven 

synonyms high, tall, and lofty mean being above the 
usual level in height. HIGH is used for things and not peo¬ 
ple, and it refers to distance from the ground or some oth¬ 
er surface. ■ A high fence surrounded the house. TALL is 
used for both people and things. ■ tall buildings ■ She is tall 
for her age. LOFTY is a literary word that is used for some¬ 
thing that rises to a very great or impressive height. ■ lofty 
mountains 

2 hiqh adv high*er; -est 

1: at or to a high place or level ■ The painter climbed high 
on the ladder. ■ The hawks were circling high in the air/sky. ■ 
The letters were stacked high on the table. ■ a high- flying air¬ 
plane ■ If you want to be successful, you have to aim high. 
[=you have to be ambitious] 

2 : at a high rate ■ Don’t value yourself too high. [=highly] • a 
high- paid lawyer 

3 : at a high price ■ buy low and sell high 

4 informal : in a rich manner : in the manner of people who 
have and spend a lot of money ■ He is living pretty high. 

be riding high see ‘ride 
fly high see ‘fly 

high and dry ; in a helpless position : without help or pro¬ 
tection ■ The company suddenly went out of business and 
left its customers high and dry. 
high and low : everywhere ■ They’ve searched/looked 
high and low for a new car that they can afford. 
high off the hog or high on the hog US, informal : in a lux¬ 
urious style ■ Those movie stars live pretty high off the hog. 
hold your head (up) high see ‘head 
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run high see ‘run 
set the bar higher see ‘bar 
3 high noun, pi highs 

1 [count] : a high point or level ■ Oil prices reached a new 
high last winter. ■ an all-time/record high ■ She achieved a ca¬ 
reer high in points [=she scored more points than she ever 
had before] in last night’s game. • The high [=the highest tem¬ 
perature] today was 75. ■ The forecast is for showers with 
highs in the 70s. ■ He talked about the highs and lows [=the 
good parts and bad parts] of his college years. 

2 [noncount] US : a gear that is used for faster speeds of trav¬ 
el in a vehicle ■ He shifted into high. — called also ( US ) high 
gear 

3 [count] informal : a state of intoxication produced by a 
drug ■ The high only lasted a few minutes. 

4 [count] weather : an area of high atmospheric pressure ■ A 
strong high brought clear skies and warm temperatures. 
from on high 1 a : from God or heaven ■ He claimed to 

have heard a voice from on high, b : from people with 
power or authority ■ orders from on high 2 : from a high 
place ■ We looked down from on high at the lush valley. 
on a high informal : feeling happy and excited ■ He was on a 
high after receiving the promotion. 
on high : in the sky : up above ■ the clouds on high : in 
heaven ■ the gods on high 

high-ball /'hai,ba:l/ noun, pi -balls [count] US, somewhat 
old-fashioned : a drink of alcoholic liquor mixed with water 
or another liquid and served in a tall glass 
high beam noun, pi ~ beams US : the setting of a vehi¬ 
cle’s headlights that makes the brightest light [noncount] 
The car’s headlights were on high beam, [plural] Turn off 
your high beams. — called also (Brit) full beam; compare 

LOW BEAM 

high-born /'hai'boan/ adj, formal : bom into a family with 
very high social status ■ a highborn lady 
high*brOW /'hai.brau/ adj [more most —] often disapprov¬ 
ing : interested in serious art, literature, ideas, etc. ■ The 
book was a popular success, but it was trashed by highbrow 
literary critics. : relating to or intended for people who are 
interested in serious art, literature, ideas, etc. ■ It’s an art film 
that you can see only at highbrow theaters. — compare mid¬ 
dlebrow, lowbrow 

— highbrow /'hai.brau/ noun, pi -brows [count] • The 
book is generally looked down upon by literary highbrows. 
high Chair noun, pi ~~ chairs [count] : a child’s chair that 
has long legs so that the child sits at the height of a dining ta¬ 
ble 

high-class /'hai'klses, Brit 'hai'kla:s/ adj high-er—class; 
high-est—class [also more most ~] : very fancy, 
wealthy, or expensive ■ I felt out of place at such a high-class 
party. • a high-class neighborhood ■ The restaurant is trying 
to attract a higher-class clientele. — compare lower-class 
high Command noun [singular] : the most powerful and 
important leaders of an organization or military force ■ the 
Republican high command 
High Court noun [singular] : supreme court 
high day noun, pi ~~ days [count] Brit : a day when a reli¬ 
gious festival or holiday is observed : holy day — usually 
used in the phrase high days and holidays 
high—definition adj, always used before a noun, of a televi¬ 
sion : having a very clear picture and a wide screen ■ a new 
high-definition TV — see also hdtv 
high-end /'hai'end/ adj high-er-end; high-est-end 
[also more most US : higher in price and of better qual¬ 
ity than most others ■ He designs clothes that are available 
only at high-end [-upscale] boutiques and department stores. 
■ This is a high-end camera with lots of extra features, 
high-er /'haja 1 / adj, always used before a noun 

1 : far above the ground ■ The forecast is for strong winds at 
higher elevations. 

2 : located toward the north ■ in the higher latitudes 

3 : above another or others in position, rank, or order ■ high¬ 
er and lower courts 

4 : more advanced or developed ■ higher and lower animals 
higher education noun [noncount] : education or learn¬ 
ing at a college or university ■ Students and their parents 
worry about the rising cost of higher education. 

higher learning noun [noncount] : education or learning 
at a college or university ■ He founded a prestigious institu¬ 
tion of higher learning. [=a college or university] 
higher power noun, pi ~~ powers [count] : a spirit or be¬ 
ing (such as God) that has great power, strength, knowledge, 


etc., and that .can affect nature and the lives of people ■ belief 
in a higher power 

high-er—up /.haja^Ap/ noun, pi -ups [count] informal : a 
person in an organization or government who has a lot of 
power and authority ■ Her hard work and clever ideas im¬ 
pressed the higher-ups and earned her a promotion, 
high-fa-lu-tin Ahaifb'luitn/ adj [more most ~] informal 
: seeming or trying to seem great or important ■ I enjoy the 
opera, but not all of the higl\falutin [= pretentious ] people it 
seems to attract. ■ a highfalutin way of talking 
high fashion noun [noncount] 

1 : the newest fashions that are usually bought by only a 
small number of people ■ boutiques that sell high fashion to 
the very wealthy 

2 : HAUTE COUTURE 

high fidelity noun [noncount] : the very good quality that 
some recorded sounds or copied images have 

- high-fidelity adj • high-fidelity [=hi-fi] recordings ■ high- 
fidelity sound ■ high-fidelity speakers 

high finance noun [noncount] : activities (such as buying 
companies and investing in stocks) that involve large 
amounts of money ■ the world of high finance 
high five noun, pi ~ fives [count] chiefly US, informal : a 
gesture in which you slap the palm of your hand against the 
palm of someone else’s hand in the air usually to show that 
you are happy about a victory or accomplishment ■ People 
began cheering and giving each other high fives. 

- high-five verb -fives; -fived; -fiv-ing US, informal [no 
obj ] People were cheering and high-fiving when the elec¬ 
tion results were announced. [+ obj] People cheered and 
high-fived each other. 

high—fli-er or high—fly-er /•hai'flaja 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 
: a person who is very successful or very determined to suc¬ 
ceed in business, politics, etc. ■ young high-fliers in the com¬ 
puter industiy 

high-flown /'hai'floun/ adj [more most —] disapproving 
: using fancy words that are meant to sound important and 
impressive ■ Her books are filled with abstract ideas and 
high-flown language. ■ high-flown rhetoric 
high—fly-ing /'hai'flajirj/ adj, always used before a noun 
[more most ~] 

1 : flying far above the ground ■ high-flying airplanes 

2 : very successful or determined to succeed ■ a high-flying 
young executive ■ a high-flying company 

high gear noun [singular] US : 3 high 2* She shifted the car 
into high gear. 

in/into high gear : in or into a state of great or intense activ¬ 
ity ■ The project is now in high gear. [ =(Brit ) top gear] ■ Fuel 
prices are expected to rise as the summer travel season 
kicks/moves into high gear. 

high-grade /'hai'greid/ adj high-er-grade; high-est- 
rade 

: of a very good quality ■ high-grade paper/steel 
2 : medically serious : relating to a dangerous medical con¬ 
dition ■ a high-grade tumor/fever 

high ground noun 

the high ground : a position in which you have an advan¬ 
tage over others ■ They claim to have the (intellectual) high 
ground in this debate. [=they claim to have the (intellectu¬ 
ally) better position] — often used in the phase the moral 
high ground ■ These countries lost/ceded the moral high 
ground [=they stopped being morally better than others; 
they lost the right to consider themselves morally better 
than others] when they entered the war to protect their 
economic interests. ■ She believes she has the moral high 
ground on this issue. [=she believes her position on the is¬ 
sue is the morally correct one] 

high—hand-ed /'hai'hsendsd/ adj [more most ~1 : not 
having or showing any interest in the rights, opinions, or 
feelings of other people ■ arrogant and high-handed public 
officials ■ She’s notorious for her high-handed treatment of 
employees. 

- high—hand-ed-ly adv ■ treating her employees high¬ 
handedly — high—hand-ed-ness noun [noncount] 

high—heeled adj, always used before a noun, of a shoe or 
boot : having a tall heel ■ high-heeled pumps 
high heels noun [plural] : women’s shoes that have tall 
heels ■ For the party she wore a black silk dress and high 
heels. — see picture at SHOE 

High Holiday noun, pi —■ -days [count]: either one of two 
important Jewish holidays: a : rosh hashanah b : yom 
kippur 
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high horse noun [ singular ] informal -$■ If you are on a/your 
high horse, you are talking or behaving in a way that shows 
that you think you are better than other people or that you 
know more about something than other people do. ■ I’m not 
going to get up on a high horse and tell you that you're 
wrong for doing this. • Oh, climb/get (down) off your high 
horse. You don’t know any more about it than the rest of us. 

high jinks /'hai|Cbu)ks/ noun [plural] : wild or playful be¬ 
havior ■ It’s a silly movie about adolescent high jinks. 

high jump noun 
be (in) for the high jump 
Brit, informal : to be cer¬ 
tain to be punished • If the 
boss finds out what we’ve 
done, we're (in) for the 
high jump] [=we*re in for it; 
we're in trouble] 
the high jump : an athletic 
event in which people 
compete by trying to 
jump over a bar high . 

above the ground ■ He high jump 

won the gold medal in the 
highjump. 

— high \uvt\per noun, pi ~ -ers [count] 

high-land /'hailsnd/ noun, pi -lands [count] : an area 
where there are many mountains or where the land is high 
above the level of the sea — usually plural ■ a home in the 
highlands ■ the Scottish Highlands [=the mountainous area in 
the northern part of Scotland] — compare lowland 

— highland adj, always used before a noun ■ a highland re¬ 
gion/village — high«land>er /'hailanda 1 / noun, pi -ers 
[count] ■ rivalries between highlanders and lowlanders 

high—lev-el /'hai'leval/ adj, always used before a noun 
high-er-level; high-est— level : of great importance or 
high rank ■ These military secrets are known only to a few 
high-level government officials. 

1 hiah-liaht /'hai.lait/ noun, pi -lights [count] 

1 : something (such as an event or a detail) that is very inter¬ 
esting, exciting, or important : the best part of something • I 
missed the game, but I saw the highlights on the evening 
news. ■ The jazz concert was the highlight [=high point] of our 
trip. — compare lowlight 

2 : a light spot or area ■ brown hair with (natural) gold high¬ 
lights • She added highlights to her hair. [=she dyed parts of 
her hair a lighter color than the rest] ■ (i technical) the high¬ 
lights of a photograph/picture/painting 

2 hiqhliaht verb -lights; -light-ed; -light-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to make or try to make people notice or be aware of 
(someone or something) ; to direct attention to (someone or 
something) ■ Unfortunately, the media insisted upon high¬ 
lighting his troubled past. • The speech highlighted [empha¬ 
sized] the importance of improving education in rural com¬ 
munities. b : to be a very interesting, exciting, or important 
part of (something) ■ Our trip was highlighted by a great jazz 
concert we attended. 

2 : to mark (something, such as text) with a bright color ■ 
The students highlighted important vocabulary words in 
their textbooks. - Important names and dates in each chapter 
are highlighted. ■ (computers ) Use your mouse to highlight the 
text that you want to revise. 

high-light-er / , hai,laita>/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a special 
pen with brightly colored ink that you can see through <*• 
People use highlighters to mark parts of a page so that those 
parts will be easy to see. 

high-ly /'haili/ adv [more —; most ~] 

1 a : to a great degree ■ She is one of the most highly respect¬ 
ed journalists in the country. ■ This is a highly [=very] sensi¬ 
tive matter. ■ highly accomplished/successful ■ That idea 
seems highly [-extremely] unlikely to me. b : in an amount 
or number that is greater than usual : to a high degree ■ a 
highly paid [=high-paid] executive ■ highly priced items 

2 : in an approving way : with approval ■ He speaks highly 
[= favorably ] of you. • They regard her highly. 

highly Strung acjj [more most ~] chiefly Brit : high- 
strung 

high—mind-ed /'ha^maindad/ adj [more most ~] : hav¬ 
ing or showing intelligence and a strong moral character ■ a 
high-minded person ■ high-minded intentions - a novel with 
high-minded themes 

— high—mind-ed-ly adv ■ speaking high-mindedly — high— 
mind-ed-ness noun [noncount] 


High-ness /'hainas/ noun, pi -ness-es [count] — used as a 
title for a member of a royal family; used with his, her , or 
your • Her Highness the Queen • His Royal Highness the 
Prince of Wales ■ Your Highness 
high noon noun [singular] 

1 somewhat old-fashioned : exactly noon ■ The duel was to 
take place at high noon. 

2 : the time when a fight or contest will happen or be decid¬ 
ed • We are approaching high noon of the election campaign. 

3 : the most important or active time of something ■ the high 
noon of her career 

high-octane adj 

1 of engine fuel : of a good quality that allows an engine to 
run efficiently • high-octane gasoline 

2 informal : very powerful, strong, or effective • high-octane 
football ■ high-octane coffee [=coffee that contains a lot of 
caffeine] 

high performance adj, always used before a noun : better, 
faster, or more efficient than others ■ high performance cars/ 
airplanes/boats ■ high performance running shoes 
high-pitched /'hai'piift/ adj high-er-pltched; high¬ 
est-pitched [also more most ~] : making a high sound 
: HIGH ■ She has a high-pitched voice. ■ The car’s brakes pro¬ 
duced a high-pitched squeal. 

high—pow-ered /‘hai'pawa'd/ also high—pow-er /'hai- 

'paw &/ acjj 

1 of a person : very successful, important, and powerful ■ a 
high-powered executive 

2 : very energetic or forceful ■ a high-powered performance 
by a rock musician 

3 of a machine or device : very powerful ■ high-powered com- 
. puters • high-power lasers 

high—preSSUre adj, always used before a noun 

1 : using or involving forceful methods to sell something ■ a 
high-pressure salesman ■ high-pressure sales tactics 

2 [more most ~] : causing or involving a lot of mental or 
emotional stress : very stressful ■ She has a high-pressure job 
on Wall Street. • the high-pressure world of advertising 

3 a : having or using a lot of force or pressure from air, wa¬ 
ter, etc. ■ a high-pressure hose ■ gas stored in a high-pressure 
container b of weather : having a high atmospheric pres¬ 
sure ■ A high-pressure system will bring us better weather lat¬ 
er this week. • a high-pressure center/area 

high priest noun, pi ~ priests [count] 

1 informal : a person (especially a man) who is a leader in a 
particular profession, subject, etc. — often + of ■ the high 
priest of psychotherapy ■ the high priest of horror fiction 

2 : an important priest in some religions 
high priestess noun, pi ~ -esses [count] 

1 informal : a woman who is a leader in a particular profes¬ 
sion, subject, etc. — often + of ■ a high priestess of the civil 
rights movement ■ the high priestess of the blues 

2 : an important priestess in some religions 
high-profile adj [more most ~] : attracting a lot of at¬ 
tention in newspapers, on television, etc. • a high-profile legal 
case ■ a high-profile athlete ■ She has a very high-profile job. 

high-ranking adj, always used before a noun high*er— 
ranking; hign*est—ranking ; having a high rank or posi¬ 
tion ■ high-ranking officials 
high-rise /'hai'raiz/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 of a building: very tall : having many floors or stories ■ a 
high-rise apartment building 

2 : made up of high-rise buildings ■ a high-rise district 

— high rise noun, pi ~~ rises [count] • My apartment is in 
the high rise on the comer. 

high-risk adj 

1 : likely to result in failure, harm, or injury : having a lot of 
risk • a high-risk [=dangerous ] activity ■ high-risk investments 

2 : more likely than others to get a particular disease, condi¬ 
tion, or injury ■ high-risk patients ■ patients in the high-risk 
group 

high road noun, pi ~ roads [count] old-fashioned : a main 
road 

the high road 1 chiefly US : a morally proper way of doing 
something ■ Several local news programs reported the ru¬ 
mor, but the city newspaper took the high road [=behaved 
properly] and waited to see if anyone could confirm the 
story. 2 : an easy way to do something ■ The book claims 
to teach the high road to financial success, 
high roller noun, pi *** -ers [count] informal 
1 : a rich person who spends a lot of money ■ a high roller 
known for his lavish parties 
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2 : a person who gambles large amounts of money ■ The ca¬ 
sino offers special deals to attract high rollers. 
high school noun, pi ~ schools 

1 [count, noncount ]: a school in the U.S. and Canada for old¬ 
er children • She’s in high school. = She goes to high school. = 
She attends high school. • He graduated from Manchester 
High School. — often used before another noun ■ the high 
school track team ■ high-school students *■> Children in the 
U.S. and Canada attend high school for their last three or 
usually four years of schooling before possibly going to a 
college or university. — compare elementary school, 
JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL, MIDDLE SCHOOL 

2 [singular] — used in the U.K.. in the names of secondary 
schools ■ She sat A levels at Slough High School for Girls. 

high schooler noun, pi ~ -ers [count] US : a high-school 
student 

high seas noun [plural] : the open part of a sea or ocean 
: the part of a sea or ocean that is away from land ■ The ship 
was attacked on the high seas. 

high—security adj, always used before a noun : carefully 
locked, protected, or guarded ■ a high-security prison/facility 
High Sheriff noun, pi -iffs [count] Brit : sheriff 2 
high—sounding /'hai'saundig/ adj [more most ~] dis¬ 
approving : using words that are meant to sound important 
and impressive ■ high-sounding rhetoric/language 
high-speed /'hai'spiid/ adj 

1 : designed to go or move very fast ■ high-speed trains 

2 : going or moving very fast ■ The robbers led the police on 
a high-speed chase. ■ a high-speed Internet connection 

high—spiMt-ed /'hai'spiratod/ adj [more most ~] : full 

of energy or enthusiasm : lively • a high-spirited group of 
school children ■ She gave a high-spirited performance. 

— high—spir-it-ed-ness noun [noncount] 

high Street noun, pi ~ streets [count] Brit : a town’s main 
street where there are many shops, banks, etc. ■ 74 High 
Street — often used before another noun • high street shops/ 
retailers 

high-strung /'hai'strAij/ adj [more most ~] chiefly US 
: very nervous or easily upset ■ stories of high-strung per¬ 
formers who place unreasonable demands on the people 
who work with them ■ Dogs of this breed are often high- 
strung. [=(<chiefly Brit) highly strung] 
high-tail /'hai.teil/ verb -tails; -tailed; -tail-ing 
hightail it US, informal : to leave a place as quickly as possi¬ 
ble ■ When we heard the night watchman, we hightailed it 
out of there as quick as we could, 
high tea noun, pi ~ teas [count, noncount] chiefly Brit : an 
early evening meal at which tea and often cold meat and 
sandwiches are usually served 

high-tech also hi—tech /'hai'tek/ adj [more most ~] 
: relating to or using new electronic devices and technology ■ 
high-tech devices/materials ■ high-tech solutions ■ high-tech 
businesses ■ The methods they use are very high-tech. 
high tech also hi-tech noun [noncount]: high technol¬ 
ogy 

high technology noun [noncount] : the use or creation of 
new scientific methods or materials especially when they in¬ 
volve computers or electronic devices ■ advances in high 
technology ■ This region has become a center of high technol¬ 
ogy. — often used before another noun • high-technology 
[=high-tech] products/industries 
high-tension adj, always used before a noun : having or 
using a very powerful flow of electricity : high-voltage • 
high-tension wires 

high—test adj : high-octane ■ high-test fuel ■ high-test vod¬ 
ka 

high tide noun, pi tides [count, noncount) : the tide when 
the water is at its highest level ■ At high tide the water covers 
the rocks completely. — sometimes used figuratively ■ He 
became involved in social issues at the high tide of the civil 
rights movement. [=at the most active and important time of 
the civil rights movement] — compare LOW tide 
high-toned /'haiitound/ adj [more most ~] chiefly US 

1 : having a high moral or intellectual tone or quality ■ a 
high-toned movie/play • high-toned moral themes 

2 : high-sounding ■ high-toned phrases 

high—top /'hai,ta:p/ adj, always used before a noun, chiefly 
US, of a shoe or sneaker : extending up over the ankle • high- 
top sneakers 

- high-tops /'hai,ta:ps/ noun [plural] • The kids wore jeans 
ana high-tops. [=high-top sneakers] 


high treason noun [noncount] : treason • The conspira¬ 
tors were hanged for high treason. 
high-up noun, pi -ups [count] Brit: higher-up 
high-volt-age /'hai'voultich/ adj, always used before a 
noun 

1 : having or using a very powerful flow of electricity • high- 
voltage wires 

2 [more most ~] : having or showing a lot of energy ■ a 
high-voltage [=dynamic, electric] performance/performer 

high water noun 
come hell or high water see hell 
high-water mark noun, pi ~ marks [count] 

1 : the time when something is most active, successful, etc. 
: peak • It was the high-water mark of her career. 

2 : the highest level that water from a river, ocean, etc., 
reaches especially during a flood 

high»Way /'hai,wei/ noun, pi -ways [count] chiefly US : a 
main road that connects cities, towns, etc. ■ I had heard there 
was a traffic jam on the highway, so I took the side roads. 

— compare expressway, freeway, interstate 
high*way*man /'haiiWeimon/ noun, pi -men /-man/ 

[count] : a man especially in the past who stopped travelers 
on roads and robbed them 

highway robbery noun [noncount] US, informal : the 
practice of charging a price that is very high and usually un¬ 
fair for something ■ Charging that much to see a movie is 
highway robberyl 

high Wire noun, pi ~ wires [count] : a rope or wire on 
which a performer walks and does tricks high up in the air to 
entertain people especially as part of a circus : a high tight¬ 
rope — usually singular ■ walking/performing on the high 
wire — often used before another noun • a hlgh-wire act [=a 
circus performance on a high wire] — sometimes used figu¬ 
ratively to refer to something that is difficult or dangerous ■ 
The company is walking a financial high wire. [=behaving in 
a financially risky way] ■ a financial high-wire act 
hi-jack /■hai.cfesek/ verb -jacks; -jacked; -jack-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to stop and steal (a moving vehicle) ■ He hijacked a 
truck, threatening the driver at gunpoint, b : to steal 
(something) from a moving vehicle that you have stopped ■ 
A band of robbers hijacked the load of furs from the truck. 

2 : to take control of (an aircraft) by force • A group of ter¬ 
rorists hijacked the plane. 

3 : to take or take control of (something) for your own pur¬ 
poses ■ The organization has been hijacked by radicals. 

— hijack noun, pi -jacks [count] ■ recent airline hijacks 

— hi-jack-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ airline hijackers 

— hijacking noun, pi -ings [count] ■ recent airline hijack¬ 
ings 

1 hike /'haik/ verb hikes; hiked; hik-lng 

1 : to walk a long distance especially for pleasure or exercise 
: to go on a hike [no obj] We spent the afternoon hiking 
around the lake. ■ She hiked 10 miles in the hot desert sun. ■ 
We hiked (up) to the camp. [+ obj] We hiked some of the 
shorter trails. ■ Our neighbors spent their vacation hiking the 
Rockies. 

2 [+ obj] : to suddenly increase the cost, amount, or level of 
(something) ■ The state keeps hiking the tax on cigarettes. • 
There’s talk of hiking the eligibility age. 

3 [+ obj] : to pull or lift (something, such as yourself or part 
of your clothing) with a quick movement ■ I hiked myself 
onto the ledge. — usually + up • She hiked up her long skirt 
and stepped over the hedge. 

4 [+ obj] American football : to pass (the ball) back to the 
quarterback at the start of a play : snap • The center hiked 
the ball too soon, and the quarterback fumbled. 

— hik-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ The hikers wandered away 
from the trail and got lost. — hiking adj ■ hiking boots 

— hiking noun [noncount] ■ My hobbies include hiking and 
photography. ■ Our neighbors like to go hiking in the 
mountains. 

2 hike noun, pi hikes [count] 

1 : a usually long walk especially for pleasure or exercise ■ 
We went for a hike around the lake. • a 10-mile hike 

2 : a usually sudden increase in the cost, level, or amount of 
something ■ The school lost a number of students after the 
tuition hike. • a price/tax/wage hike 

take a hike US, informal + impolite — used in speech as an 
angry way of telling someone to leave 
hi-lar-i-OUS /lu'lerijos/ adj [more most : very funny ■ 
Some people don’t like his comedy, but I think he’s hilarious. 
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■ She gave us a hilarious account of her first days as a teach¬ 
er. ■ a hilarious comedy 

— hi-lar-i-OUS*ly adv • a hilariously irreverent comedy 
hi-lar*i*ty /hi'lereti/ noun [noncount ] : noisy fun or laughter 

■ My attempt to carve the turkey was a source of great hilar¬ 
ity at the dinner table. 

hill /*hil/ noun, pi hills 

1 [count] : a usually rounded area of land that is higher than 
the land around it but that is not as high as a mountain • She 
watched the sun set behind the hills. ■ The house was built at 
the very top of the hill. 

2 [count] : an area of sloping ground on a road, path, etc. ■ 
Our driveway is a long, steep hill. • He came barreling down 
the hill at 65 miles per hour. 

3 [count] : a pile of something : heap, mound ■ The plows 
came and cleared the streets, forming a hill of snow on the 
street comer. 

4 the Hill US, informal — used to refer to the U.S. Congress ■ 
a proposed new law that is being debated on the Hill [=on 
Capitol Hill] 

a hill of beans chiefly US, informal : something that has lit¬ 
tle or no value — used in negative statements ■ These pro¬ 
posals don’t amount to a hill of beans. = These proposals 
aren’t worth a hill of beans, [-these proposals have no val¬ 
ue; they are useless] 

over the hill informal : old and no longer successful, attrac¬ 
tive, etc. ■ an athlete who’s over the hill ■ an over-the-hill ac¬ 
tor 

hill'biMy /'hil,bili/ noun, pi -lies [count] US, usually disap¬ 
proving : a person who lives in the country far away from cit¬ 
ies and who is often regarded as someone who lacks educa¬ 
tion, who is stupid, etc. ■ Other kids called her a hillbilly 
because of her accent and her simple clothes, 
hillbilly music noun [noncount] US : country music 
hill-OCK /'hilak/ noun, pi -ocks [count]: a small hill 
hilUside /'hil,said/ noun, pi -sides [count]: the side of a hill 

■ Streams of rainwater rushed down the hillside. — often 
used before another noun ■ a hillside neighborhood 

hilltop /'hil,ta:p/ noun, pi -tops [count] : the top of a hill ■ 
They built their house on a hilltop. — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ a hilltop view ■ a hilltop town 
hilly /'hili/ adj hill-i-er; -est : having many hills ■ hilly ter¬ 
rain ■ hilly roads. 

— hilbi-ness noun [noncount] 

hilt /'hilt/ noun, pi hilts [count] : the handle of a sword or 
dagger 

to the hilt: as much as possible : to the greatest possible 
limit or extent ■ The farm was mortgaged (up) to the hilt. ■ 
She played the role to the hilt. 
him /'him, im/ pronoun, objective form of he 

1 — used to refer to a certain man, boy, or male animal as 
the object of a verb or preposition ■ I hadn’t heard from my 
brother in a while, so I gave him a call. ■ Do you know him ? ■ 
His mother punished him for hitting his little sister. ■ I often 
play basketball with him. 

2 — used to indicate either a male or female object of a verb 
or preposition in general statements or when the sex of the 
person is unknown ■ If any student misbehaves, send him to 
the office. This use of him was common in the past but is 
now often avoided because it is considered sexist. 

hjm«self /him'self/ pronoun 

1 : tKat same man, boy, or male animal: a — used as the 
object of a verb or preposition to refer to a man, boy, or 
male animal that has already been mentioned "He acciden¬ 
tally cut himself while shaving. • He bought himself a new 
wallet. = He bought a new wallet for himself. • He doesn’t 
consider himself old. = He doesn't think of himself as (being) 
old. ■ The cat washed himself. "He wrote a note to himself. • 
He had the house (all) to himself. [=he was alone in the 
house] ■ “It’s almost morning,*’ he said to himself. ■ He want¬ 
ed to see it for himself. [=he wanted to see it rather than have 
someone tell him about it, describe it to him, etc.] b — 
used for emphasis to refer again to a man, boy, or male ani¬ 
mal that has already been mentioned ■ He told me himself 
that he was broke. = He himself told me (that) he was broke. 

■ He reminded them that he was young once himself. • The 
proposal was made by the governor himself ■ The composer 
himself conducted the symphony. 

2 : that same person — used to indicate either a male or fe¬ 
male object of a verb or preposition ■ Everyone must fend 
for himself. [=all people must fend for themselves] ^ This 
use of himself was common in the past but is now often 


avoided because it is considered sexist. 

3 : his normal or healthy self ■ After a good night’s sleep, he 
felt like himself again. ■ He’s not himself today; something 
must be bothering him. ■ He was nervous about meeting 
them, but I told him to just be himself. [=to behave like he 
normally does] 

by himself 1 : without any help from other people ■ He 
shoveled the driveway by himself. ■ He did his homework 
(all) by himself. 2 : with nobody else : alone ■ He lives in 
the house by himself. ■ He likes to travel by himself, 
every man for himself see ‘man 
1 hind /'haind/ ad;, always used before a noun : at or near the 
back of something ■ The dog stood on his hind [=rear] legs, 
begging for food. 

2 hind noun, pi hinds [count] chiefly Brit : a female deer 
: doe; especially : a female red deer — compare hart 
hin*der /'hinda-/ verb -ders; -dered; -der-ing [+ obj] : to 
make (something, such as a task or action) slow or difficult ■ 
Their journey was hindered [=impeded, slowed] by snow and 
high winds. ■ The witness refused to cooperate, hindering the 
investigation. ■ The country’s economic growth is being hin¬ 
dered by the sanctions. • It’s not clear whether the change 
will help or hinder our project. 

hinder from [phrasal verb] hinder (someone or something) 
from (something) : to stop (someone) from (doing some¬ 
thing) ■ Financial troubles hindered [= prevented] him from 
going on the trip. ■ Unfortunately, her ignorance has never 
hindered [= stopped] her from giving her opinion. 

Hirvdi /'hindi /noun [singular] : an official language of India 

— Hindi adj • Hindi grammar 

hind-quar-ter /'haind,kwoata*/ noun, pi -ters [count] : the 
back left or right part of the body of an animal with four feet 

— usually plural ■ the dog’s/horse’s hindquarters 
hin-drance /'hmdrans/ noun, pi -dranc*es 

1 [count] : a person or thing that makes a situation difficult 
: a person or thing that hinders someone or something ■ She 
wanted to sign up for the class, but the cost was a hindrance. 
[=the class cost too much] ■ Is my presence here a help or a 
hindrance ? — often + to ■ I’m afraid you’re more of a hin¬ 
drance to me than a help at this point. ■ These sanctions are a 
hindrance to the country’s economic growth. 

2 [noncount] : the act of making it difficult for someone to 
act or for something to be done : the act of hindering some¬ 
one or something ■ He should be allowed to live where he 
chooses without hindrance. = ( chiefly Brit ) He should be al¬ 
lowed to live where he chooses without let or hindrance. 

hind-sight /'haind.sait/ noun [noncount] : the knowledge 
and understanding that you have about an event only after it 
has happened ■ It’s easy for us to say that the war was wrong, 
but we have the advantage/benefit of hindsight. • In hind¬ 
sight, it’s clear that there were alternatives. = With hindsight, 
we clearly see that there were alternatives. — see also 
twenty-twenty hindsight at twenty-twenty 
Hin-du /'hin,du.7 noun, pi -dus [count] : a follower of Hin¬ 
duism 

— Hindu adj ■ Hindu philosophy ■ They are Hindu. [=they 
are Hindus] 

Hin*dU*ism /'hm,du:,iz3m/ noun [singular] : the main reli¬ 
gion of India which includes the worship of many gods and 
the belief that after you die you return to life in a different 
form 

1 hinge /'hmcfc/ noun, pi hing«es [count] : a usually metal 
piece that attaches a door, gate, or cover to something and 
allows it to open and close — see picture at door 
z hinge verb hinges; hinged; hinging [+ obi] : to attach (a 
door, gate, or cover) by hinges — usually used as (be) hinged 
• a storage trunk with a hinged lid 

hinge on also hinge upon [phrasal verb] hinge on/upon 
(something) : to be determined or decided by (something) 
: to depend on (something) ■ The outcome of the election 
hinges on how the candidates perform in the debate. 

1 hint /'hint/ noun, pi hints [count] 

TTa small piece of information that helps you guess an an¬ 
swer or do something more easily ■ I can’t tell you the an¬ 
swer. but I’ll give you a hint, [-clue] ■ The book includes 
helpful hints { =tips ] for inexperienced cooks. 

2 : information about something given in an indirect way • 
Her face gave me a hint of what she was thinking.; especially 
: a statement that suggests something that you do not want 
to say in a direct way ■ He’s been dropping hints that he’d 
like to be invited to the party. [=he has been saying things 
that show that he wants to be invited] ■ When she told me 
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how much work she had to do, I got/took the hint [=1 under¬ 
stood what she was suggesting] and left. ■ “I have a lot of 
work to do.” “OK, I'll leave. I can take a hint." 

3 : a very small amount of something ■ The sauce has a sub¬ 
tle hint of garlic. ■ It was late March, but there was still a. hint 
[=trace] of winter in the air. ■ He had a hint of a German ac¬ 
cent. ■ They’ll betray you at the first hint of trouble. 

2 hint verb hints; hint-ed; hint-ing : to say (something) or 
give information about (something) in an indirect way [+ 
obj] — usually + that ■ He’s been hinting that he might run 
for mayor, [no obj ] I keep hinting , but she’s not catching on. 
I think I need to be more direct. ■ The boss hinted about pos¬ 
sible layoffs. 

hint at [phrasal verb] hint at (something) : to talk about 
(something) in an indirect way ■ He’s been hinting at the 
possibility of running for mayor. = He’s been hinting at a 
mayoral run. ■ The history textbook only hinted at the ra¬ 
cial prejudice of that era. ■ What is she hinting at? 
hin-terdand /'hinta^lzend/ noun,pi -lands [count]: an area 
that is not close to any cities or towns : a remote region ■ 
a/the rural hinterland ^ Hinterland is usually singular in 
British English but is often plural in U.S. English. ■ She had 
grown up in the city and knew nothing of life in the hinter¬ 
lands. 

'hie /'hip/ noun, pi hips [count] : the part of your body be¬ 
tween your waist and legs on each side ■ She stood with her 
hands on her hips. — see picture at HUMAN 
joined at the hip informal — used to describe two people 
who are often or usually together ■ She and her sister used 
to b e joined at the hip [inseparable] when they were kids. 
shoot from the hip see 1 shoot 

— compare 2 hip 

— hipped /'hipt/ adj ■ a wide-hipped woman [=a woman 
with wide hips] 

2 hip noun, pi hips [count] : rose hip — compare ‘hip 
3 hip adj hip*per; hip-pest [also more most ~] informal 

1 : knowing about and following the newest styles, fashions, 
etc.» He tried to learn about the latest bands so he could im¬ 
press his hip new college friends. 

2 : very popular or fashionable ■ She knows how to get into 
all of the hippest clubs and restaurants. 

hip to informal : aware of (something) ■ He’s hip to what’s 
going on in the jazz world. 

— hip-ness /'hipnas/ noun [noncount] 

4 hip interj — used in a cheer ■ Hip, hip , hooray! 

hip bone noun, pi ~ bones [count] : the large bone be¬ 
tween your waist and your legs that has sides that spread 
outward to form the hips — see picture at HUMAN 
hip flask noun, pi ~ flasks [count ]: flask 1 
hip—hop /'hip,ha:p/ noun [noncount] : rap music ■ I listen to 
hip-hop and reggae. ■ a hip-hop artist; also : the culture asso¬ 
ciated with rap music 

hip-pie also hip-py /'hipi/ noun, pi -pies [count] : a usually 
young person who rejects established social customs (such as 
by dressing in an unusual way or living in a commune) and 
who opposes violence and war; especially : a young person of 
this kind in the 1960s and 1970s ■ longhaired hippies ■ draft- 
dodging hippies • She used to be a hippie. but she’s fairly con¬ 
servative now. ■ an old/aging hippie [=an old person who still 
lives like the hippies of the 1960s and 1970s] ■ The band ap¬ 
peals to a new generation of hippies. — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ the hippie generation/movement ■ my hippie 
days [=the time when I was a hippie] 
hip-po /‘hipou/ noun, pi -pos [count] somewhat informal 

I HIPPOPOTAMUS 

hip*po*pot*a*mus Ahipa'pcctamas/ noun, pi -mus-es or 
-mi /-,mai/ [count] : a large African animal that has an ex¬ 
tremely large head and mouth and short legs and that spends 
most of its time in water 

hip-ster /'hipstay noun, pi -sters [count] informal : a person 
who follows the latest styles, fashions, etc. : a hip person ■ a 
movie that appeals equally to hipsters and suburbanites 
1 hire /‘hajg/ verb hires; hired; hir-ing 

1 a chiefly US : to give work or a job to (someone) in ex¬ 
change for wages or a salary [+ obj] She had very little office 
experience, so the company wouldn’t hire her. ■ a hired 
hand/worker ■ We hired someone to clean the office once a 
week, [no obj] The company isn’t hiring right now. b [+ obj] 
: to use or get the services of (someone) to do a particular 
job ■ You should hire [=(more formally) employ] a lawyer to 
look over the contract. 


2 [+ obj] chiefly Brit : to pay to use (something): rent ■ hire 
a hall ■ a hired car 

hire out [phrasal verb] 1 hire out (something) or hire (some¬ 
thing) out chiefly Brit : to allow someone to use (some¬ 
thing) in exchange for money ■ The hotel hires out [-rents 
out] boats to guests. 2 hire out or hire (yourself) out US, 
informal : to take a job : to work for wages or a salary ■ 
She hired out as a cook. ■ He’s a teacher most of the year, 
but in the summer he hires himself out as a tour guide. 

— hiring noun [noncount] ■ Who’s in charge of the hiring and 
firing of the office staff? ■ the company’s hiring practices 

2 hire noun, pi hires 

1 [count] US, informal : someone who has been hired for a 
job • The company has a few new hires. 

2 [noncount] Brit : rental ■ The hire of a car and other 
equipment will of course incur a supplementary charge. ■ a 
car-hire firm — often used before another noun ■ a hire car 
[=a car that is or can be rented; a rental carj 

for hire 1 a : available to be used in exchange for money ■ 
They have boats (available) for hire, [-for rent] b : avail¬ 
able to do work in exchange for money ■ Several people in 
the neighborhood responded to the “gardener for hire ” 
signs she posted. 2 : in exchange for money ■ He says he’ll 
do farm work for hire. 

on hire chiefly Brit : kept to be used by people in exchange 
for money ■ The boats are on hire to the guests from the 
management. 

hired gun noun, pi ~ guns [count] chiefly US 

1 : a person who is paid to kill someone 

2 : a person who is hired to do a specific job and especially 
one that some people consider to be morally wrong ■ busi¬ 
ness executives and the hired guns they pay to polish their 
images 

hire-ling /'haj^hrj/ noun, pi -lings [count] disapproving : a 
person who is paid for doing a job that is not respected or 
that is considered morally wrong ■ She’s one of the political 
hirelings who run the candidate's campaign, 
hire purchase noun [noncount] Brit : installment plan 
■ They bought the furniture on hire purchase. 
hir-SUte /'ha^suit, Brit 'h3:,sju;t /adj [more most ~]formal 

+ often humorous : having a lot of hair especially on the face 
or body : hairy ■ his hirsute chest 
1 his /*hiz, iz/ adj, always used before a noun, possessive form of 

HE 

1 : relating to or belonging to a certain man, boy, or male 
animal ■ He bought his own house. ■ His house is out in the 
country. • What is his name? ■ He sat quietly at his desk. 
: made or done by a certain man, boy, or male animal ■ I 
would like to read some of his essays. ■ He was jailed for 
three years for his crime. ■ It’s his turn to play. 

2 — used to refer to a person of either sex in general state¬ 
ments or when the sex of the person is unknown ■ Each stu¬ 
dent should do his own work. [=each student should do his 
or her own work; all students should do their own work] 
This use of his was common in the past but is now often 
avoided because it is considered sexist. 

2 his /'hiz/ pronoun 

1 : that which belongs to or is connected with him : his one 
: his ones * The book is his. [=the book belongs to him; it is 
his book] ■ My eyes are blue and his are brown. ■ The red car 
is mine; his is the green one. ■ Are you a friend of his ? [=are 
you his friend?] ■ That face of his [=his face] is hard to forget. 

2 Brit, informal : his home ■ Let’s go back to his [=/m place] 
after the show. 

His-pan-ic /hi'spzenik I adj : coming originally from an area 
where Spanish is spoken and especially from Latin America ■ 
Hispanic people; also : of or relating to Hispanic people ■ 
Hispanic culture 

— Hispanic noun, pi -ics [count] 

1 hiss /'his/ noun, pi hlss-es [count]: a sound like a long “s” ■ 
The air escaped from the balloon with a hiss. • the hiss of a 
snake ■ the boos and hisses of the audience 
2 hiss verb hisses; hissed; hissing 

1 [no obj] : to produce a sound like a long "s” : to make a 
hiss ■ The radiator hissed as it let off steam. ■ a hissing noise 

2 : to show that you dislike or disapprove of someone (such 
as a performer or speaker) by making a hiss [no obj] The au¬ 
dience booed and hissed (at him) when he came on stage. [+ 
obj] The audience hissed him off the stage. 

3 [+ obj] : to say (something) in a loud or angry whisper ■ 
“Leave me alone!” he hissed. 

hissy fit /'hisi-/ noun, pi fits [count] informal : an uncon- 



histamine • hit 


782 


trolled expression of strong emotion : fit ■ She threw/had a 
hissy fit [=she became very angry and upset] when I told her 
she couldn’t go. 

his*ta«mine /*hist3,mi:n/ noun, pi -mines [count\ medical 
: a chemical substance in the body that causes the symptoms 
that people experience when they are allergic to something 

— compare antihistamine 

his-to-ri-an /hi'storijan/ noun, pi -ans [count] : a person 
who studies or writes about history ■ a military historian 
his-tor*iC /hi'stonk/ adj 

1 a [more most ~]: famous or important in history ■ a/an 
historic event ■ historic landmarks b [more most ~]: hav¬ 
ing great and lasting importance ■ It’s wonderful to see so 
many people here on this historic occasion. ■ She returned 
safely from her historic flight into space. ■ The court made a 
historic decision last week, c : happening or existing in the 
past • historic interest rates ■ They know of many historic vol¬ 
canic eruptions in the area, d : considered in comparison 
with the past • Unemployment is at a historic low. [=an all- 
time low; the rate of unemployment is lower than it has ever 
been] 

2 : of or relating to history or the past ; historical ■ the 
historic importance of the river ■ historic artifacts/relics 

his»tor»i»Cal /hi'stonkal/ adj 

1 : of or relating to history ■ He strove for historical accuracy 
in the movie. ■ historical research/facts ■ a historical museum 
[=a museum that shows objects relating to the history of a 
place] ■ a historical society [=a group of people who work to 
preserve the history of a place] 

2 : based on history ■ a/an historical novel [=a novel that tells 
a story about events and people in the past] ■ historical fic¬ 
tion 

3 : arranged in the order that things happened or came to be 
: chronological ■ The kings are listed in historical order. 

— his-tor-i-cal-ly /hi'stonkli/ adv ■ The movie is not histor¬ 
ically accurate. ■ historically significant events ■ Historically 
[-in the past], the school has had a strong sports program. 

hiS«tO*rv /'histari/ noun, pi -ries 

1 [noncount] : the study of past events ■ I studied history in 
college. ■ a professor of medieval/American history — see 
also NATURAL HISTORY 

2 [noncount] a : events of the past ■ They were one of the 
greatest teams in history. ■ the dawn of recorded history [=the 
beginning of the time when important events in the past 
were written down] • These problems have occurred 
throughout (human) history. ■ It was one of the most de¬ 
structive storms in modem/recent history. ■ It was a period in 
American history when most people lived and worked on 
farms. • Her discoveries have earned her a place in history. 
[=she will be remembered in the future because of her dis¬ 
coveries] • How will history judge the policies of the current 
administration? [=how will the policies be regarded in the fu¬ 
ture?] ■ History has shown that such attempts have always 
failed. [=such attempts have always failed in the past] ■ They 
believe that they will succeed because history is on their 
side. [=because other people have succeeded in the past in 
similar situations] ■ You can’t rewrite history. [=you can’t 
change what has happened in the past] 1 A talent scout spot¬ 
ted her behind the counter at a soda fountain and the rest is 
history. [=the rest of the story about her success is well- 
known] ■ They won the championship last year. Will history 
repeat itself this year? [=will the same thing happen again?] 
b : past events that relate to a particular subject, place, orga¬ 
nization, etc. ■ He gave us a tour of the building and told us 
about the company’s history. [=about how the company be¬ 
gan and how it has developed over time] ■ The company has 
been successful throughout its history, ^throughout the en¬ 
tire time of its existence] • Nothing like this has occurred be¬ 
fore in the company’s 20-year history. [=in the 20 years that 
the company has existed] ■ There is quite a bit of history 
[=much has happened] in this old house. ■ The history of 
space exploration is a fascinating topic. ■ The school can 
trace its history back to the early 19th century. [=the school 
has existed since the early 19th century] 

3 [count] : a written record of important events that have 
happened since the beginning of something ■ He wrote a 
well-known history of the British empire. ■ The book begins 
with a brief/short history of the Internet. 

4 [count] : an established record of past events, actions, etc. 

— usually singular ■ The patient has no (prior) history of 
heart problems. [=she has not had heart problems in the 
past] ■ The prisoner has a history of violence. [=the prisoner 


has been violent in the past] ■ a patient’s medical history [=a 
record of past medical problems and treatments] ■ a worker’s 
employment history [=a record of jobs that a worker has 
had] ■ It’s hard to buy a car if you don’t have any credit histo¬ 
ry. [=if you have not borrowed and repaid money in the past] 

■ They have a family history of heart disease. [=many people 
in their family have suffered from heart disease in the past] 

5 [noncount] informal : someone or something that is fin¬ 
ished ■ Their winning streak was history. [=their winning 
streak was finished/over] - His boss told him that if he was 
late one more time, he would be history. [=he would be fired] 
ancient history see ancient 

go down in history: to be remembered as a very important 
person or event • The discovery of the structure of DNA 
will go down in history. 

make history : to do something that is very important or fa¬ 
mous and that will be remembered as part of history ■ 
They made history by discovering the structure of DNA. 
hiS-tri«on*iC /,histri*a:mk/ adj [more —/ most ~] disapprov¬ 
ing : too emotional or dramatic ■ histrionic behavior/gestures 
— his-tri-on-i-cal-ly ^histri'cumkli/ adv 
his*tri*on*iCS /ihistri'u.niks/ noun [plural] disapproving 
: behavior that is too emotional or dramatic : histrionic be¬ 
havior ■ a tennis player known for his histrionics on the court 

■ He told the story simply, without any histrionics. 

1 hit /'hit/ verb hits; hit; hit-ting 

1 a : to move your hand, a bat, etc., quickly so that it touch¬ 
es someone or something in a forceful or violent way [+ obj] 
She told her son to stop hitting his sister. ■ She hit him hard 
with her purse. ■ He hit the fence with a stick. = He hit a stick 
against/on the fence. ■ The boxers hit each other with their 
fists, [no obj] The boxers were hitting furiously at each oth¬ 
er. b [+ obj ] : to cause (something, such as a ball) to move 
by hitting it forcefully with a bat, racket, etc. ■ He hit a fast¬ 
ball (over the fence) for a home run. ■ She hit the ball right to 
the shortstop, c : to touch (something or someone) in a 
forceful or violent way after moving at a high speed [+ obj] 
The ball hit the house. ■ The plate shattered when it hit the 
floor. • The tank was hit by enemy fire. ■ He was hit by a car. 

■ The ship hit an iceberg, [no obj] The plate shattered when 
it hit. d [+ obj] : to cause or allow (something, such as part 
of your body) to touch something in a forceful or violent 
way ■ I accidentally hit my head on/against the side of the 
door while I was getting into the car. ■ She hit her elbow on 
the edge of the table. 

2 a [+ obj] : to attack (something or someone) • Our plan is 
to hit the enemy before they can hit us. b : to affect (some¬ 
thing or someone) in a harmful or damaging way [+ obj] The 
ship was hit by a sudden storm. ■ A powerful earthquake hit 
the city. • Many families have been hit hard by the layoffs. = 
Many families have been hard hit by the layoffs. [=many 
families have been badly affected/hurt by the layoffs] ■ If 
you really want to teach your son a lesson you should hit him 
where it hurts and take away his cell phone, [no obj] Many 
people were unprepared when the storm hit. ■ The layoffs 
have hit hard here. 

3 [+ obj] a : to come to (something) by chance or accident 
while you are moving ■ We hit a west wind coming out of 
port. ■ I was late because I hit a traffic jam on the way over, 
b : to begin to have or experience (problems, trouble, etc.) • 
The project went smoothly at first, but then we started to hit 
[= encounter ] some problems. 

4 [+ obj] informal : to become suddenly or completely clear 
to (someone) : strike ■ It suddenly hit [= occurred to] me 
that I was doing something wrong. [=1 suddenly realized that 
I was doing something wrong] ■ The importance of the victo¬ 
ry hasn't really hit her yet. ■ I was just about to give up when 
the solution hit me. ■ When you meet him, the first thing that 
hits you [=the first thing that you notice] is his air of confi¬ 
dence. ■ The smell hit me [=1 noticed the smell] as soon as I 
opened the door. 

5 [+ obj] : to get or come to (a goal, level, etc.) : reach ■ He 
hit 100 mph on his motorcycle. • They expect the tempera¬ 
ture to hit 90 this afternoon. ■ Sales hit $100 million last year 
alone. ■ Gold prices hit an all-time high last week. ■ a singer 
who can hit the high notes ■ He kept digging until he hit 
[=struck] water. ■ The stock market hit bottom. [=reached an 
extremely low point] ■ ( informal ) Next year he’ll hit the big 
four-oh/five-oh. [=tum 40/50 years of age] 

6 [+ obj] informal : to arrive or appear at, in, or on (a place) ■ 
We hit [=went to] the beach nearly every day this summer. ■ 
They got up early and headed out to hit the (ski) slopes. [=to 
go skiing] ■ The magazine's new issue hits newsstands tomor- 
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row. [=the new issue becomes available on newsstands to¬ 
morrow] ■ The new product should hit the shelves/market 
soon. = The new product should hit stores soon. [=the new 
product should be available in stores soon] ■ These new ille¬ 
gal drugs only recently hit the street. [=became available for 
illegal purchase] 

7 [+ obj] informal a : to turn (something) on or off with a 
switch ■ Could someone please hit the lights ? b : to move (a 
switch) to an on or off position ■ The lights came on when 
she hit the switch. C : to push down on (the brake pedal or 
accelerator in a vehicle) in a sudden and forceful way ■ I had 
to hit the brakes hard to avoid an accident. ■ She suddenly hit 
the accelerator and sped away. = ( US) She suddenly hit the 
gas and sped away. 

8 a : to succeed in hitting (something aimed at) with a shot, 
throw, etc. [+ obj] hit the bull’s-eye ■ hit the target — some¬ 
times used figuratively ■ Her criticism really hit the mark. 
[=her criticism was very accurate] [no obj\ The first shot hit 
but the second shot missed, b [+ obj]: to succeed in making 
(a shot) ■ She hit [=made, sank ] 40 percent of her shots last 
season. ■ She hit her first basket but then missed the next 
one. C [+ obj] : to succeed in making a pass to (another 
player) • The quarterback hit the wide receiver (with a pass) 
for a touchdown. 

9 a [no obj] : to try to hit the ball with a bat in baseball, 
cricket, or a similar game ■ It’s your turn to hit. [=bat] b [+ 
obj]: to produce (a home run, a ground ball, etc.) by batting 
■ He hit 30 home runs last year. ■ He hit a ground ball to the 
shortstop. ■ She hit a double to left field, c [no obj] : to have 
a specified batting average ■ This year he’s hitting [=batting] 
.300. [=his batting average is .300] d : to hit the pitches 
thrown by (a pitcher) [+ obj] He has hit this pitcher well/ 
poorly in the past, [no obj] He has hit well/poorly against 
this pitcher in the past. 

10 not used in progressive tenses [+ obj] informal: to deal an¬ 
other card to (a player in blackjack) ■ Hit me. [=deal another 
card to me] 

hit a nerve see nerve 
hit a/the wail see ‘wall 

hit back [phrasal verb] : to attack or criticize someone who 
has attacked or criticized you ■ If you hit me, I’ll hit back. ■ 
The team hit back with a touchdown of their own. — often 
+ at • The Senator hit back at his critics. 
hit home see 2 home 

hit it informal — used to tell a group of musicians to begin 
playing ■ Hit it , boys! [=let*s begin playing music] 
hit it big or hit big see big 

hit it off informal : to become friends : to get along well ■ 
The two of them hit it off (with each other) immediately. ■ 
Though we work together, we’ve never really hit it off. 
hit on/upon [phrasal verb] 1 hit on (someone) US, informal 
: to talk to (someone) in order to try to start a sexual rela¬ 
tionship ■ She’s always being/getting hit on at the gym. ■ 
Some drunk at the bar was hitting on her. 2 hit on/upon 
(something) : to succeed in finding (something, such as a 
solution) ■ She thought about the problem for days before 
she finally hit on a solution. ■ He hit on a new way to do 
things. ■ We hit upon the answer accidentally. 
hit out at [phrasal verb] hit out at (someone) informal : to 
make an angry attack against (someone) ■ The singer hit 
out at [=(more commonly) lashed out at] her critics. 
hit someone for six see sex 
hit the books see ‘book 
hit the buffers see Buffer 

hit the deck or hit the dirt or hit the ground : to drop 
down to the ground or floor suddenly ■ She hit the deck 
when the gunfire started. 
hit the fan see ‘fan 

hit the ground running : to begin an effort or activity in a 
quick, energetic, and effective way ■ The new administra¬ 
tion hit the ground running after the inauguration. 
hit the hay or hit the sack informal : to go to bed ■ I’m 
tired. I’m going to hit the hay. 
hit the jackpot see jackpot 

hit the nail on the head informal : to be exactly right ■ He 
hit the nail on the head with that analysis. 
hit the panic button see panic buiton 
hit the road see road 

hit the roof or hit the ceiling informal: to become very an¬ 
gry or upset • His parents really hit the roof when they 
found out he had flunked out of school. 
hit the skids see 2 skid 
hit the spot see ‘spot 


hit the streets or US hit the pavement informal : to go out 
in search of something or for a specific purpose ■ I grabbed 
the classifieds and hit the pavement , looking for a new job. ■ 
The reporters hit the streets to interview passersby. — see 
also ‘hit 6 (above) 
hit the town see town 
hit the trail see 2 trail 

hit up [phrasal verb] hit (someone) up or hit up (someone) 
US, informal : to ask (someone) for something (such as 
money) ■ She’s waiting for the right moment to hit up her 
father/or a loan. [=to ask her father for a loan] ■ I donated 
money to that charity a few months ago, and they’re al¬ 
ready hitting me up for more. 
hit your stride see 2 stride 
know what hit you see ‘know 
2 hit noun, pi hits [count] 

1 a : an act of hitting someone or something ■ The player 
was penalized for an illegal hit from behind. ■ The torpedo 
made a direct hit. b — used to describe being hit by some¬ 
thing (such as a bullet, bomb, punch, etc.); usually used with 
take ■ The bunker took a direct hit from the bombers. ■ The 
plane took some hits , but the pilot was able to fly back to the 
base. — often used figuratively • His pride took a hit. [=his 
pride was hurt] ■ The company took a public relations hit 
when it lost the lawsuit. [=the company’s public image was 
damaged when it lost the lawsuit] ■ She took a big financial 
hit when the stock market fell. [=she lost a lot of money] 

2 a : something that is very successful ■ The show was a 
(smash/big) hit. ■ The album is a collection of the group's 
greatest hits. [=the group’s most popular and successful 
songs] — often used before another noun ■ a hit record/song 
■ a hit movie — see also one-hit wonder b : someone or 
something that is liked by someone very much ■ The pony 
ride was/made a big hit at the party. — usually + with ■ The 
pony ride was a big hit with the kids at the party. [=the kids at 
the party enjoyed the pony ride very much] 

3 : a successful effort to reach a desired goal or result ■ His 
business ventures have been a mixture of hits and misses. 
[=some of his business ventures have been successful and 
some have failed] 

4 baseball : base hit • He got/had two hits in last night’s 
game. 

5 computers a : an act of connecting to a particular Web 
site ■ The site had/got over a million hits last month. l=people 
connected to the site more than a million times last month] 
b : a successful attempt to find something in a search of a 
computer database or the Internet ■ A search for his name in 
the newspaper’s database produced/found more than 30 hits. 

6 informal : a single dose of an illegal drug ■ Can I get a hit ? ■ 
He took a hit of LSD. 

7 informal : a planned murder done by a paid killer ■ an at¬ 
tempted hit on the gang's leader — see also hit man 

— hit*less /'hitlas/ adj ■ a hitless musical group [=a musical 
group that has not had any hit songs] ■ She has gone/been 
hitless [=has not had any base hits] in her last three games. ■ 
He pitched six hitless innings. [=six innings in which no 
batter got a base hit] 

hit—and—miSS Ahitp'mis/ adj : sometimes successful and 
sometimes not: not always good or successful ■ The compa¬ 
ny has relied on a hit-and-miss [=hit-or-miss] approach to de¬ 
veloping new products. 

1 hit—and—run Ahitp'rAn/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : involving a driver who does not stop after causing an ac¬ 
cident ■ a hit-and-run accident ■ Police are looking for an un¬ 
identified hit-and-run driver. 

2 : involving quick action by someone who then leaves or 
runs away quickly • hit-and-run raids along the border 

2 hit—and—run noun, pi -runs [count] baseball : a play in 
which a base runner begins running as soon as a pitch is 
thrown and the batter tries to hit the pitch — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ a hit-and-run play 
1 hitch /'hitf/ verb hitctves; hitched; hitchdng 

1 [+ obj] : to attach, fasten, or connect (something) with a 
hook, knot, etc. ■ hitch a trailer to a car ■ He hitched his horse 
to a post outside the saloon. = He tied his horse to a hitching 
post outside the saloon. 

2 informal : HITCHHIKE [no obj] He hitched across the 
country last summer. [+ obj] He hitched his way across the 
country last summer. 

get hitched informal : to get married ■ He's getting hitched 
to his college sweetheart. 

hitch a ride or chiefly Brit hitch a lift informal : to get a ride 
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in a passing vehicle ■ Her car broke down, so she had to 
hitch a ride/lift with a passing truck. 
hitch up [phrasal verb] hitch (something) up or hitch up 
(something) : to pull (a piece of clothing) up with a quick 
movement ■ She hitched her skirt up above her knees. 
hitch your wagon to (someone or something) see wag¬ 
on 

2 hitch noun, pi hitches [count] 

1 : a hidden problem that makes something more complicat¬ 
ed or difficult to do ■ It sounded like a good plan, but there 
was just one hitch, [-catch] ■ The plan went off without a 
hitch. 

2 : a device that is used to connect one thing (such as a plow 
or trailer) to another (such as a tractor, car, or animal) ■ a 
trailer hitch 

3 US, informal : a period of service in the military, at a job, 
etc. ■ He went back to college after doing his hitch in the 
army. ■ a seven-year hitch at the newspaper 

4 : a type of simply knot that is used to hold or fasten some¬ 
thing for a short time 

hitch-hike /'hitf.haik/ verb -hikes; -hiked; -hik-ing : to 

get a ride in a passing vehicle by holding out your arm with 
your thumb up as you stand on the side of the road [no obj] 
Her car broke down, so she had to hitchhike back home. [+ 
obj] lie hitchhiked his way across the country last summer. 

— hitch-hik-er noun, pi -ers [count] 
hi—tech variant spelling of HIGH TECH 

hith-er /■hiQ&Z adv, old-fashioned + literary : to this place ■ 
come hither [=come here] ■ She has been very busy, traveling 
hither and yon. [=here and there; traveling to many different 
places] ■ traveling/wandering hither and thither [=here and 
there] — see also come-hither 
hith-er-tO / l hiQa‘,tu:/ adv, formal : until now : before this 
time ■ The biography reveals some hitherto [-formerly, previ¬ 
ously] unknown facts about his early life, 
hit list noun, pi ~ lists [count] : a list of people, organiza¬ 
tions, etc., that a person or group plans to oppose or elimi¬ 
nate ■ the gunman's hit list ■ Excess spending is at the top of 
the governor’s hit list. [=it is the first thing the governor plans 
to eliminate] 

hit man noun, pi ~ men [count] : a person who is paid to 
kill someone • She hired a hit man to kill her ex-husband. ■ 
Mafia hit men 

hit—Or—miSS Ahite'mis/ adi : not carefully planned or di¬ 
rected ■ a hit-or-miss [=hit-and-miss] method of finding an¬ 
swers ■ a hit-or-miss procedure/proposition 
hit-ter /'hita-/ noun, pi -ters [count] : a person who hits 
someone or something; especially, baseball : a player who is 
trying to hit the ball ■ The pitcher walked the first hitter, 
[-batter] ■ He’s a good fielder but a poor hitter. — see also 
DESIGNATED HITTER, HEAVY HITTER, PINCH HITTER 
HIV Aeitfiai'vi:/ noun [noncount] medicine : a virus that caus¬ 
es AIDS ■ The patient is HIV positive/negative. *$■ HIV is an 
abbreviation of “human immunodeficiency virus." 

1 hive /'haiv/ noun, pi hives [count] 

1 a : a nest for bees — called also beehive b : the bees liv¬ 
ing in a hive 

2 : a place filled with busy activity ■ The house was a hive of 
activity as we prepared for the party. 

2 hive verb hives; hived; hiv-ing 

hive off [phrasal verb] chiefly Brit 1 a ; to separate from a 
group ■ The youngest campers hived off into another room, 
b hive off (someone or something) or hive (someone or 
something) off : to separate (someone or something) from 
a group ■ They hived off the youngest campers into another 
room. 2 hive off (something) or hive (something) off: to 
give control of (something) to another person or group ■ 
The new owners hived off the best parts of the company to 
another part of their corporate empire, 
hives /'haivz/ noun [noncount] medicine : a condition in 
which an area of your skin becomes red and itchy • 1 broke 
out in hives after being stung by the bee. 
hi-ya /'haja/ inter), informal : HI ■ “ Hiym , sweetheart.” 

HM abbr Her Majesty, Her Majesty’s, His Majesty, His Majes¬ 
ty’s 

hmm also hm /'ip, 'hip/ interj — used to represent a sound 
made by someone who is thinking about what to say or do ■ I 
thought to myself, hmm, what’s the best way to take advan¬ 
tage of this opportunity? 

HMO Aeitfiem’ou/ noun, pi HMOs [count] US : an organiza¬ 
tion that provides health care to people who make regular 


payments to it and who agree to use the doctors, hospitals, 
etc., that belong to the organization HMO is an abbrevia¬ 
tion of “health maintenance organization.” — compare PPO 
HMS abbr Her Majesty’s ship; His Majesty’s ship 
1 ho /'hou/ interj 

1 — used to attract attention ■ “Land ho\" [=1 see land] 

2 ho ho or ho ho ho — used to represent laughter ■ Ho ho ho\ 
Merry Christmas! — often used in an ironic way ■ Ho ho. 
That’s very funny. [=that’s not really funny at all] 

2 hO noun, pi hos or hoes also ho’s [count] US slang, offensive 
: WHORE 

hoa-gie /'hougi/ noun, pi -gies [count] US : submarine 
sandwich ■ She had a meatball hoagie for lunch. 

1 hoard /'hoad/ noun, pi hoards [count] : a large amount of 
something valuable that is kept hidden ■ a. hoard of jewels ■ a 
squirrel’s hoard of nuts 

j Do not confuse hoard with horde. _ J 

2 hoard verb hoards; hoard-ed; hoard-ing [+ obj] : to col¬ 
lect and hide a large amount of (something valuable) ■ 
hoarding money/food 

— hoard-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

hoarding /'hoadirj/ noun, pi -ings [count] Brit : bill¬ 
board 

hoarse /'hoas/ adj hoars-er; -est ; having a harsh or 
rough sound or voice ■ She could only speak in a hoarse 
whisper. ■ The cold made me a little hoarse. — see also shout 
yourself hoarse at 1 SHOUT 

— hoarse-ly adv — hoarse-ness noun [noncount] 
hoary /*hori/ adj hoar-i-er; -est 

1 a : very old ■ hoary [-ancient] legends ■ a hoary tale of re¬ 
venge b : not interesting, funny, etc., because of being used 
too often : not fresh or original ■ a hoary cliche/joke 

2 literary : having gray or white hair ■ He bowed his hoary 
head. • a man hoary with age 

1 hoax /'houks/ noun, pi hoax-es [count] : an act that is 
meant to trick or deceive people ■ The bomb threat is proba¬ 
bly a hoax, but we should still evacuate the building. ■ She 
was the victim of a cruel hoax. 

2 hoax verb hoaxes; hoaxed; hoax-ing [+ obj] : to trick or 
deceive (someone) — usually used as (be) hoaxed ■ People 
were hoaxed by the Web site. 

— hoax-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

hob /*ha:b/ noun, pi hobs [count] Brit : cooktop 
hob-ble /'ha.bal/ verb hob-bles; hob-bled; hob-bling 

1 [no obj] : to walk with difficulty because of injury or weak¬ 
ness ■ She picked up her cane and hobbled across the room. 

2 [+ obj] : to slow the movement, progress, or action of 
(someone or something) ■ Critics say that his policies will 
hobble [-hamper] economic growth. • She is sometimes hob¬ 
bled by self-doubt. ■ He has been hobbled by a knee injury. 

3 [+ obj] : to keep (an animal) from straying or wandering by 
tying two legs together ■ hobble a horse 

hob-by /'ha.bi/ noun, pi -bies [count] : an activity that a 
person does for pleasure when not working ■ She collects 
stamps as a hobby. ■ He has many hobbies, including photog¬ 
raphy and gardening. 

— hob-by-ist /'haibijist/ noun, pi -ists [count] ■ The camera 
is perfect for professionals as well as hobbyists. 

hob-by-horse / , ha:bi l ho^s// 20 w/ 2 ,/?/-hors-es [count] 

1 ; a subject that someone speaks about or complains about 
often ■ Once he gets on his hobbyhorse and starts talking 
about taxes, you can’t get him to discuss anything else. ■ 
She’s been riding that hobbyhorse for months. 

2 ; a stick with a horse’s head at one end that a child pre¬ 
tends to ride 

hob-gob-lin / , ha:b,ga:bl3n/ noun, pi -lins [count] 

1 ; an ugly or evil creature that plays tricks in children’s sto¬ 
ries 

2 : something that causes fear or worry ■ intimidated by the 
hobgoblins of etiquette 

hob-nail boot /'ha:b,neil-/ or hob-nailed boot 

/'ha.bineild-/ noun, pi boots [count] : a heavy boot with 
short nails driven into the bottom to protect against wear 
hob-nob / , ha:b,na:b/ verb -nobs; -nobbed; -nob-bing 
[no obj] : to spend time with someone (such as a famous or 
wealthy person) in a friendly way ■ He loves to hobnob with 
celebrities. 

ho-bo /'houbou/ noun, pi -boes also -bos [count] US : a 
person who has no place to live and no money and who trav- 
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els to many different places ■ an old hobo [ =tramp ] riding on 
a freight train 

Hob-son’s choice /'haibsanz-/ noun, pi ~ choices 
[count] : a situation in which you are supposed to make a 
choice but do not have a real choice because there is only 
one thing you can have or do ■ He jokingly referred to dinner 
as a Hobson's choice between soup and salad or salad and 
soup. 

1 hock /'ha:k/ noun, pi hocks [count] 

1 : a small piece of meat from the leg of a pig ■ ham hocks 

2 : the part of the rear leg of a four-footed animal (such as a 
horse) that is like the human ankle — see picture at HORSE 
- compare 2 hock, 4 hock 

2 hOCk noun [noncount ] informal 

1 : the state of being in the possession of a pawnbroker 
An item that is in hock has been exchanged for money in an 
arrangement with a pawnbroker. If the money is returned, 
the item will be returned, or else the pawnbroker may sell it 
to someone else. When the item is returned it is out of hock. ■ 
His gold watch is in hock. ■ She got her earrings out of hock. 

2 : the state of owing money to someone or something 
: debt ■ He is in hock to his boss for several thousand dol¬ 
lars. [=he owes his boss several thousand dollars] ■ She had to 
go into hock to pay for her college tuition. ■ He’s trying to get 
out of hock. 

-compare ‘hock, 4 hock 

3 hock verb hocks; hocked; hock-ing [+ obj] : to give 
(something that you own) to a pawnbroker in exchange for 
money : to put (something) in hock ■ He hocked [= pawned] 
his gold watch to help pay for his medical bills. 

4 hOCk noun, pi hocks [count, noncount] Brit : a type of Ger¬ 
man white wine — compare ‘hock, 2 hock 
hOCk-ey /'ha:ki/ noun [noncount] 

1 chiefly US : ice hockey 

2 chiefly Brit : field hockey 

hockey skate noun, pi ~ skates [count] : a special skate 
used for ice hockey — see picture at SKATE 
hO-CUS—pO-CUS /.houkas'poukas/ noun [noncount] : lan¬ 
guage or activity that is meant to trick or confuse people ■ 
He misled voters with his political hocus-pocus. 
hodge-podge /'ha:cfc,pa:cfe/ noun [singular] chiefly US : a 
mixture of different things ■ a hodgepodge of styles — called 
also (Brit) hotchpotch 

1 hoe /'hou/ noun, pi hoes [count] : a garden tool that has a 
flat blade on a long handle — see picture at GARDENING 
2 hoe verb hoes; hoed; hoe-ing : to work on (something, 
such as a garden or a crop) with a hoe [+ obj] The garden 
has to be hoed, [no obj] She was hoeing in the garden all day. 
hoe-down /'hou,daun/ noun, pi -downs [count] US: an in¬ 
formal country party where people do square dances 
1 hog /'hcug/ noun, pi hogs also hog [count] 

1 a chiefly US : a pig • a hog farmer b Brit : a male pig that 
has had its sex organs removed and that is raised for meat 

2 informal a : a selfish or greedy person ■ Don’t be such a 
hog\ Other people have to eat too! — see also ROAD HOG b 
: something that takes or uses a large amount or too much 
of something ■ This car is a gas hog. [=it uses a lot of gasoline] 
■ The new software is a real memory hog. 

go hog wild US, informal : to do something in an extreme 
or excessive way : to go wild ■ They went hog wild with spe¬ 
cial effects in this movie. 

go (the) whole hog informal : to do something in a very 
thorough and complete way ■ If we’re going to have a par¬ 
ty, we might as well go the whole hog and hire a band. 
high off/on the hog see 2 high 

2 hog verb hogs; hogged; hog-ging [+ obj] informal : to 
take, keep, or use (something) in a way that prevents other 
people or things from having or using it ■ He’s been hogging 
the remote control all night. ■ Stop hogging the road, [-stop 
driving in a way that does not allow room for other cars to 
pass) ■ I hate when she hogs the bathroom. [=she stays in the 
bathroom for a long time when other people want to use it] 
hog heaven noun [noncount] US, informal : a very pleasing 
or satisfying state or situation ■ We had plenty of food, good 
wine, and beautiful weather. We were in hog heaven. 
hog-wash /'ha:g,wa:J/ noun [noncount] informal : foolish 
or meaningless talk : NONSENSE ■ You wouldn’t believe the 
hogwash he was spouting at us. ■ His argument is hogwash. 
ho hum /'hou'hAm/ inter) — used to show that you are 
bored, not interested, etc. ■ As another election campaign 
gets started, most voters seem to be saying, “ Ho hum, here 
we go again.” 


ho—hum /'hou'hAm J adj [more most ~] informal : having 

or showing no excitement or enthusiasm ■ He’s been leading 
a very ho-hum [=dull, boring] existence. ■ I don’t see how you 
could be so ho-hum [-indifferent] about this movie. 

hoick /'hoik/ verb hoicks; hoicked; hoick-ing [+ obj] Brit, 
informal : to lift or pull (something) with a quick movement 
: yank ■ He hoicked up his trousers and waded in. 

hoi pol-loi /ihoipa'loi/ noun [plural] : ordinary people 
: people who are not rich, famous, etc. — usually used with 
the ■ aristocrats who treated the hoi polloi with contempt 

1 hoist /'hoist/ verb hoists; hoist-ed; hoist-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to raise (something) especially by using ropes or machin¬ 
ery ■ hoist the sail/flag ■ The steel girders were hoisted into 
place and securely welded. ■ The engine was hoisted out with 
a winch. ■ The cargo was hoisted up onto the ship. 

2 chiefly US, informal : ‘drink ■ He stopped at a bar after 
work to hoist a few beers with his friends. 

3 basketball, informal : to take (a shot) ■ She hoisted a last- 
second shot that would have won the game if it had gone in. 
hoist by/on/with your own petard see petard 

2 hoist noun, pi hoists [count] : a machine used for lifting 
heavy loads 

hoi-ty—toi-ty /,hoiti'toiti/ adj [more most ~] chiefly US, 

informal : having or showing the insulting attitude of people 
who think that they are better, smarter, or more important 
than other people • a bunch of hoity-toity snobs 

hok-ey /'houki i adj hok-i-er; -est US, informal + disapprov¬ 
ing 

1 : obviously fake : phony • She gave us some hokey excuse 
for being late. 

2 : very silly, old-fashioned, or sentimental : corny ■ a 
hokey melodrama 

ho-kum /'houkam/ noun [noncount] informal 

1 chiefly US : foolish or untrue words or ideas : nonsense ■ 
Everyone knows his story is pure hokum. 

2 : writing, music, etc., that is too dramatic or sentimental 
and not very original ■ His new film is yet another piece of 
Hollywood hokum. 

1 hold /'hould/ verb holds; held /'held/; holding 

1 [+ obj] a : to have or keep (something) in your hand, 
arms, etc. ■ Hold the rail so you won’t fall. • He was holding 
his hat (in his hand). - He was holding a large package in his 
arms. ■ Would you hold this for me? ■ She showed him the 
correct way to hold the racket. ■ She held his hand. = She 
held him by the hand, b : to put your arms around (some¬ 
one) : to embrace or hug (someone) ■ Some people just don’t 
like to be held. ■ He held her close/tight and kissed her. 

2 a [+ obj] : to put or keep (something or someone) in a 
specified place or position • He held the pen in his mouth 
while he dialed the number. * Hold the pen upright when you 
write. ■ She picked up the trophy and held it over her head. ■ 
You have to hold the button down for several seconds. ■ I 
held the door open for her. ■ Hold your arms at your sides, 
b [+ obj] : to keep (something or someone) in the same place 
or position ■ I need someone to hold this string while I finish 
tying the knot. ■ She held the ladder steady while he climbed 
up it. - It took six guards to hold him (down). ■ The board 
was held in place/position by a couple of nails. ■ The Federal 
Reserve has been holding interest rates down/up. ■ The cover 
was held on by a piece of tape. C [no obj] : to remain in the 
same place or position ■ The anchor held. ■ The line of sol¬ 
diers held under constant attack. ■ Please hold still for a mo¬ 
ment. ■ His weight has held steady for several months now. 

3 [no obj] : to continue to be good ■ We arrived late but our 
luck held and we were able to get tickets. ■ We hope the 
weather holds through the weekend. 

4 [+ obj] a : to own or possess (something) ■ The bank holds 
(the) title to the car. ■ Do you hold any shares/stock in the 
company? b : to have or keep (a job, a position, etc.) ■ She 
has never before held public office. ■ It’s been a struggle for 
him to hold a job. ■ In the last election the Democratic party 
managed to hold several seats but lost others. ■ President 
Franklin Roosevelt held office for 12 years. = Franklin 
Roosevelt held the office of president for 12 years. C : to 
succeed in keeping (something that is being attacked) ■ The 
troops were able to hold the bridge. ■ The line of soldiers held 
their position/ground and fought off the attack, d : to have 
(something that you have achieved or earned) ■ She holds a 
master’s degree in chemistry. ■ a swimmer who holds several 
world records 

5 [+ obj] : to support the pressure or weight of (something or 
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someone) ■ The floor will hold 10 tons. • I don’t know if the 
roof can hold all that snow. 

6 [+ obj] a : to have or keep (a belief, a feeling, etc.) in your 
mind ■ There’s no need for him to hold [-bear] a grudge 
against me. ■ I don’t hold any resentment toward/against 
him. ■ a belief held by many = a widely held belief ■ I will al¬ 
ways hold that memory in my heart, b somewhat formal 
: to consider or judge (someone or something) in a specified 
way ■ They hold me responsible. — often + for 'He should be 
held accountable for his actions. ■ The store can’t be held lia¬ 
ble for damage to your vehicle. — often followed by to + verb 

■ The court held his actions to be grounds for a lawsuit. [=the 
court said/ruled that his actions were grounds for a lawsuit] ■ 
His latest book is generally/widely held [= considered] to be 
the best one. ■ “We hold these truths to be self-evident...” 
—U.S. Declaration of Independence (1776) C not used in 
progressive tenses, somewhat formal : to have or express (an 
opinion, belief, etc.) — + that ■ I hold [-believe] that such 
problems should be dealt with at the federal level. ■ The Su¬ 
preme Court held [=ruled] that the trial court had acted 
properly. — sometimes used figuratively ■ Tradition holds 
that [=it is traditional that] the oldest member of the family 
be seated first. 

7 [+ obj]: to cause (a meeting, class, sale, etc.) to take place ■ 
A sale will be held next weekend. ■ Free elections will be held 
next month. ■ We will hold [=have] the meeting at 2 o’clock. ■ 
The President has decided to hold [ =give ] a press conference. 

■ They’re holding an art show at the gallery. • The two sides 
will hold [=have] talks/discussions to resolve the dispute. 

8 [+ obj] a : to contain (something) ■ The box holds his col¬ 
lection of old photographs, b not used in progressive tenses 
: to have enough room for (an amount) ■ The disk can hold 
1.44 megabytes of data. ■ How much water can that bucket 
holdl • The bottle holds two liters. ■ The dining room holds 
500 people. 

9 [+ obj] : to continue to have (someone’s interest or atten¬ 
tion) ■ The speaker wasn't able to hold [=keep] our interest/ 
attention for long. 

10 [+ obj] : to have (a specified quality, feature, etc.) ■ His 
eyes held [ =had] a quizzical look. ■ She has always held a spe¬ 
cial place in my heart. [=1 have always had special feelings 
lor her] ■ This hotel has long held [-claimed] a place among 
the world’s finest. [=has long been considered one of the 
world’s finest] — often + for ■ Music holds gre^t appeal for 
many people. [=music appeals greatly to many people] ■ His 
job holds no surprises for him. [^nothing about his job sur¬ 
prises him] ■ Her paintings hold a real fascination for me. 
[=her paintings fascinate me] ■ No one can know what the fu¬ 
ture holds {for us). [=no one can know what will happen (to 
us) in the future] ■ These experiments hold great promise for 
future cancer research. 

11 [+ obj] : to stop doing (something) or wait to do (some¬ 
thing) * Tell the men to hold their fire [=not shoot] until I give 
the order. ■ Hold everything. [=wait; stop] We’re not doing 
this right. ■ Hold it right there. I=stop right there] Where do 
you think you’re going? 

12 [+ obj] a : to keep (something) available for later use • A 
room at the hotel will be held for us for 24 hours. ■ We will 
hold these flight reservations for you until tomorrow, b : to 
delay the handling of (something, such as a telephone call) 
for a time ■ Please hold all my calls while I’m in the meeting. 

13 [+ obj] : to prevent (something, such as a vehicle) from 
leaving ■ The train was held until the track was cleared. ■ 
Would you hold the elevator for me? ■ Hold that taxi! 

14 [+ obj] chiefly US : to not use or include (something) in 
preparing food ■ I’d like a roast beef sandwich on rye, and 
hold the mustard please. I=do not put any mustard on the 
sandwich] 

15 [+ obj] : to force (someone) to stay in a place (such as a 
piison) ■ The police are holding him for questioning. • Terror¬ 
ists are holding the passengers hostage. • They’re being held 
hostage/captive/prisoner. — sometimes used figuratively ■ 
He was held captive by his own fears. 

16 [+obj] : to continue moving on (a course) without change 
• The ship continued to hold its course. 

17 [+ obj] of a vehicle : to stay on (a road) in a safe and secure 
way when being driven at high speeds • The car holds the 
road well when turning quickly. 

18 [no obj ] : to be true to remain valid ■ Her advice still 
holds [= applies ] today. ■ The general rule holds in most cases. 
— often used in the phrases hold true and (less commonly) 
hold good ■ The general rule holds true in most cases. ■ Their 
son needs support and understanding. The same holds true 


for all children. • The advice she gave us 10 years ago still 
holds good today. 

19 : to wait to speak to someone on the telephone [no obj] 
All operators are currently busy. Please hold. [+ obj] All op¬ 
erators are busy. Please hold the line for a minute. 
hold a candle to see candle 

hold against [phrasal verb] hold (something) against (some¬ 
one) : to use (something) as a reason to have a bad opinion 
of (someone) ■ He lied to her once, and she still holds it 
against him. ■ Nobody is going to hold it against you if you 
don’t come. [=no one is going to be angry or upset with 
you if you don’t come] 
hold a gun to someone’s head see ‘gun 
hold all the aces see ‘ace 
hold (all/all of) the cards see ‘card 

hold back [phrasal verb] 1 a : to stop yourself from doing 
something • She wanted to introduce herself to him but she 
held back out of shyness, b : to make a less than com¬ 
plete effort ■ She could have beaten him in the race, but 
she held back and let him win. [=she did not run as fast as 
she could have so that he would win] C hold (someone) 
back : to stop (someone) from doing something ■ Once he 
starts talking, there's no holding him back. [=it’s very hard 
to get him to stop talking] 2 hold (something) back or 
hold back (something) a : to not allow (something) to be 
seen or known by someone ■ He was unable to hold back 
his tears. [=to keep from crying] ■ The government held 
back [= withheld] some crucial information from the media. 
• I know you’re angry, so don’t hold anything back (from 
me). [=tell me everything] b : to keep (something) • He 
held several thousand dollars back in case of an emergen¬ 
cy. C : to delay (something) ■ The company held back the 
first shipment of the new product until it was completely 
ready. 3 hold (someone or something) back or hold back 
(someone or something) : to stop (someone or something) 
from moving forward : to stop (someone or something) 
from advancing to the next level, grade, or stage ■ She 
might have been more successful, but bad health held her 
back. ■ He was held back [=kept back] in first grade. 
hold court see 'court 

hold down [phrasal verb] 1 hold (something) down or hold 
down (something) a : to stop (something) from being or 
becoming too high ■ Could you please hold the noise 
down ? I’m trying to read. ■ The company is trying to hold 
down costs/expenses/prices, b : to continue to have (a 
job) ■ It’s been a struggle for him to hold down [=keep] a 
job. 2 hold (someone) down or hold down (someone) : to 
stop (someone) from doing something or advancing to a 
higher level, position, etc. ■ We need to free ourselves of 
the unfair restrictions that are holding us down, 
hold firm : to refuse to change what you have been doing or 
believing ■ They are holding firm on their refusal to pro¬ 
ceed. ■ Despite opposition, she has held firm to her deci¬ 
sion. 

hold forth [phrasal verb] formal : to speak about something 
for a long time ■ He held forth about/on the need for re¬ 
form in his country. 

hold hands or hold someone’s hand see ‘hand 
hold in [phrasal verb] hold (something) in or hold in (some¬ 
thing) : to stop (an emotion) from being expressed ■ Don’t 
hold your feelings in. Let them out. 
hold off [phrasal verb] 1 a : to wait to do something ■ You 
need to decide now. You can’t hold off any longer. ■ He 
held off as long as he could. — often + on ■ She decided to 
hold off on her vacation for a while longer. *»*• If you hold 
off doing something or hold off on doing something, you 
wait to do it at a later time. ■ He held off on announcing his 
decision, b : to not happen until later ■ The rain held off 
until we got home. [=it didn’t rain until we got home] 2 
hold (someone) off or hold off (someone) : to stop (some¬ 
one) from coming near someone or something ■ Her body¬ 
guard held off the crowd. [=kept the crowd away from her] 
3 hold (something) off or hold off (something) : to defend 
against (something) successfully : withstand ■ The sol¬ 
diers held off the attack. » Our team held off a late rally by 
the other team. 

hold on [phrasal verb] 1 : to have or keep your hand, arms, 
etc., tightly around something ■ He was holding on [= hang¬ 
ing on] for dear life. ■ Hold on (tight). It’s going to get 
bumpy. ■ The steps are slippery; you’d better hold on to the 
railing. 2 : to succeed in keeping a position, condition, 
etc. ■ I hope we can hold on until help arrives. ■ They were 
able to hold on for a 10-9 victory. 3 : to wait or stop 
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briefly ■ “Can we go now?” " Hold on, I’ll be ready in just a 
minute." 4 hold on to (something) : to keep possession of 
(something) ■ She’s trying very hard to hold on to her mon¬ 
ey. ■ He has managed to hold on to his lead in the polls. : to 
not lose or give up (something) ■ Despite all his troubles, 
he has somehow held on to his faith in himself. 

hold out \phrasal verb ] 1 a : to continue to exist or be 
available ■ I don’t know how much longer our supply of 
food will hold out. [=last] ■ You should do it while your 
courage is still holding out. ■ I'm going to keep writing as 
long as my money holds out. b : to continue to work ■ My 
old car is still holding out. 2 : to continue to oppose some¬ 
one or defend against something : to refuse to surrender 
or give in ■ The troops were able to hold out until help ar¬ 
rived. ■ Many of the strikers are still holding out. — see 
also holdout 3 hold out (something) or hold (some¬ 
thing) out a : to reach outward with (something, such as 
your hand) ■ He held out [=extended] his hand in greeting. ■ 
She held out the car keys and asked him to drive. — some¬ 
times used figuratively ■ I held out the hand of friendship to 
my enemies. [=1 offered friendship to my enemies] b : to 
say that there is a good reason to have (something, such as 
hope) ■ The doctor didn’t hold out [=offer] much hope for 
her recovery. [=the doctor didn’t say that there was much 
hope for her recovery] c : to say that (a possibility) exists 

■ The mayor has held out the possibility that the library will 
be expanded in the future. [=has said that it is possible that 
the library will be expanded] 4 hold out for (something) 
: to refuse to accept or agree to something in order to get 
(something) ■ The workers are holding out for higher pay. ■ 
The wide receiver is holding out for a new contract. 5 hold 
out on (someone) informal : to keep something (such as 
information) from (someone) ■ She didn’t tell me she was 
rich; she’s been holding out on me. 

hold over [phrasal verb ] 1 hold over (something) or hold 

(something) over a : to cause (something) to happen later 

■ A vote on the proposal has been held over [= delayed, post¬ 
poned ] until tomorrow, b US : to cause (something) to 
continue beyond a normal or planned time ■ The movie is 
being held over for two more weeks. [=the movie will con¬ 
tinue to be shown for two more weeks] 2 hold (something 
or someone) over or hold over (something or someone) 
: to keep (something or someone) from an earlier time ■ 
He is the only player to have been held over from their pre¬ 
vious team. — see also holdover 3 hold (something) 
over (someone) : to use your knowledge of (something) to 
influence or control the behavior of (someone) ■ She 
knows about his criminal past and has been holding it over 
him [=she has been threatening to tell other people about 
his criminal past] to force him to cooperate. 

hold the bag (US) or Brit hold the baby informal : to be 
given all of the blame or responsibility that should be 
shared with others ■ His friends ran away and he was 
stuck/left holding the bag. 

hold the fort see fort 

hold the line see ‘line 

hold to [phrasal verb \ 1 a hold to (something) : to continue 
to have or follow (a plan, purpose, etc.) ■ He has held to his 
plan of exercising regularly. : to not change (a decision, 
belief, etc.) ■ Despite opposition, she has held to her deci¬ 
sion. b hold (someone) to (something) : to force (some¬ 
one) to do what is required by (something, such as a prom¬ 
ise) ■ You made a promise and I’m going to hold you to it. ■ 
He was held to an impossible standard. [=he was required 
to meet very high expectations] 2 hold (someone) to 
(something) : to prevent (an opponent) from having or 
getting more than (a specified number of scores or shots) ■ 
Our team held the other team to just three runs. ■ The de¬ 
fense held him to only one shot attempt in the first half. 

hold together [phrasal verb ] 1 : to stay joined together or 
in one piece ■ The empire held together for many decades. 

2 hold (something) together or hold together (something) 
: to cause (something) to stay joined together or in one 
piece ■ The coach hopes to hold the team together for at 
least one more season. ■ The box was held together by a 
strong glue. 

hold up [phrasal verb \ 1 : to continue in the same condition 
without failing or losing effectiveness or force ■ The sales 
team was holding up well under the stress. ■ The nurse 
came in to see how I was holding up. ■ Their music still 
holds up 2§ years later. 2 hold (something) up or hold up 
(something) : to raise (something) ■ He held up his hand. 

3 hold up (something or someone) or hold (something or 


someone) up a : to delay, stop, or slow the movement, 
progress, or action of (something or someone) : delay • 
Their decision was held up for months. ■ A major accident 
held traffic up for hours. ■ She was late for the meeting be¬ 
cause she got held up in traffic. — see also holdup b : to 
use a gun to rob (a person, store, etc.) ■ Someone held up 
the gas station. ■ He was held up by a masked robber. 
— see also holdup c : to cause (someone or something) 
to be noticed for a particular reason ■ His work has been 
held up to ridicule. [=his work has been ridiculed] ■ Experts 
have been holding these programs up as examples of gov¬ 
ernment waste. 
hold water see ‘water 

hold with [phrasal verb ] hold with (something) : to agree 
with or approve of (something) — usually used in negative 
statements ■ I don’t hold with all these newfangled notions! 
hold your breath see breath 
hold your ground see ‘ground 
hold your horses see ‘horse 
hold your liquor see liquor 
hold your nose see ‘nose 

hold your own : to do well in a difficult situation ■ It was a 
tough interview, but she managed to hold her own. ■ She’s 
been holding her own against cancer. 
hold your tongue also hold your peace: to keep silent: to 
not say anything about something "It was difficult, but he 
somehow managed to hold his tongue. 

2 ho1d noun, pi holds 

1 : the act of holding or gripping something [count] — usu¬ 
ally singular • He had/kept a tight hold on the rope. ■ He 
loosened/tightened his hold on the handle. [ noncount ] He 
took hold of the rope. [=he took the rope and held it] ■ She 
grabbed hold of his arm. [=she grabbed his arm] — often 
used figuratively ■ The idea of being an actress first took/ 
grabbed hold of her when she was in college. [=she first be¬ 
came excited by the idea when she was in college] ■ Jealousy 
took hold of him. [=he began to feel very jealous] 

2 [count] : a way of holding your opponent in wrestling ■ The 
wrestler applied an illegal hold. — see also choke hold, 

STRANGLEHOLD 

3 [singular] a : power that is used to control something or 
someone ■ His ideas have lost their hold on/over the public. 
[=the public is no longer interested in his ideas] ■ The law has 
no hold over her. ■ He is trying to tighten his hold on the 
company’s finances. [=to gain greater control of the compa¬ 
ny’s finances] ■ He has a hold on her. [=he has power over 
her; he controls her] b : an understanding of something — 
usually + on ■ It’s hard to get a hold on the cause of these 
problems. 

4 [count ]: something that can be held or stepped on for sup¬ 
port while you are climbing ■ She searched for holds in the 
rock. — see also foothold, handhold, toehold 

5 [singular] : an order that something is to be kept for a par¬ 
ticular person or time ■ I asked the library to put a hold on 
the book for me. [=to hold the book for me] 

6 [count] : an area on a ship or airplane where cargo is stored 
cop hold of see 2 cop 

get hold of or chiefly US get a hold of 1 : to get possession 
of (something) : to succeed in getting (something) ■ Some¬ 
how she managed to get hold of the band’s new album be¬ 
fore it came out. ■ Where did you get hold of that idea? 
[=what led you to believe that idea?] 2 : to find and talk 
to (someone): to contact (someone) ■ I need to talk to my 
lawyer, but I haven’t been able to get hold of him. ■ I’ve 
been trying to get a hold of [-get in touch with] my lawyer 
for days. 3 get hold of yourself or chiefly US get a hold 
of yourself : to get control of your thoughts and emotions 
and stop behaving in a foolish or uncontrolled way ■ Get a 
hold of yourself and tell me what happened. 

/ay hold of 1 : to take and hold (something) : grab ■ Lay 
hold of that rope and pull. 2 : to understand (something) ■ 
The idea is difficult to lay hold of. 
no holds barred ^ If there are no holds barred, there are no 
limits or rules for what can and cannot be done in a partic¬ 
ular situation. — see also no-holds-barred 
on hold 1 : in the state of waiting to speak to someone on 
the telephone ■ The person I wanted to speak to wasn’t 
available, so the operator put my call on hold. ■ They kept 
me on hold for hours! 2 : in the state of being delayed for 
a time ■ Our vacation plans are on hold. = Our vacation 
plans have been put on hold. 

take hold or chiefly US take a hold : to become effective. 
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established, or popular ■ The change in the law has not yet 
taken hold. ■ new ideas that have recently taken hold in the 
fashion industry 

hold-all /'hould,a:I/ noun, pi -alls [count] chiefly Brit : car¬ 
ryall 

hold-er /'houlda 1 / noun.pl -ers [count] 

1 : a person who holds or owns something ■ She is the holder 
of an honorary degree. ■ the holder of a world record ■ the 
ticket holder — see also cardholder, officeholder, 

RECORD HOLDER, SHAREHOLDER, STOCKHOLDER 

2 : a device that holds something ■ a cigarette/cup holder 
1 hold-ing /'houldirj/ noun, pi -irigs 

1 [count] : property (such as land or stocks) that is owned by 
someone — usually plural ■ She has been selling many of her 
holdings in the stock market. 

2 [noncount] sports : the illegal act of using your hands or 
arms to slow or stop the movement of an opponent in sports 
like ice hockey and American football ■ penalized 10 yards 
for holding 

2 holding adi, always used before a noun 

1 : causing or intended to cause a temporary stop or delay ■ 
The troops were engaged in a holding action until reinforce¬ 
ments could arrive. ■ a holding operation 

2 — used to describe a place where someone or something is 
kept for a time before being moved somewhere else ■ The 
prisoner was placed in a holding cell. ■ a holding tank/pen 

holding company noun, pi ~ -ies [count] business : a 
company whose main business is owning more than half of 
another company’s stock 

holding pattern noun, pi ~ -terns [count] : a course 
flown by an aircraft while waiting for permission to land ■ 
Our plane was in a holding pattern for almost an hour be¬ 
cause of the fog. — sometimes used figuratively ■ The com¬ 
pany has put production in a holding pattern [-has tempo¬ 
rarily stopped production] while better testing methods are 
developed. 

hold-OUt /'hould,aot/ noun, pi -outs [count] 

1 a : a person who refuses to reach an agreement until cer¬ 
tain terms are met : a person who holds out ■ He says he 
might be a holdout at the start of the next season if the team 
doesn’t agree to pay him more, b : an act of holding out for 
something ■ He is expected to end his three-week holdout 
and join the team tomorrow. 

2 : a person who continues to do or use something after oth¬ 
ers have stopped doing or using it ■ A few holdouts still use 
typewriters, but nearly everybody uses computers now. 

- see also hold out at ‘hold 

hold-over Phould&uvaf noun, pi -overs [count] US : some¬ 
one or something that remains or is kept from an earlier 
time • He is the only holdover from their last championship 
team. ■ This policy is a holdover from the previous adminis¬ 
tration. — see also hold over at ‘hold 
hold-up /'hould,Ap/ noun, pi -ups [count] 

1 : a usually brief delay ■ a traffic holdup ■ Hey, what’s the 
holdup ? [=what is the reason for the delay?] — see also hold 
up at ‘hold 

2 : a robbery that is done using a gun ■ There have been a se¬ 
ries of holdups at local banks. 

1 hole /'houl/ noun, pi holes 

1 [count] : an opening into or through something ■ I have a 
hole in my sock. ■ He fixed the hole in the roof. ■ a bullet hole 
■ make/poke/drill a hole ■ a mouse hole in the wall 

2 [count] a : a hollow place in the ground ■ The dog dug a 
deep/shallow hole. — see also foxhole, swimming hole, 
water hole b : a place in the ground where an animal 
lives ■ a rabbit hole 

3 [count] golf a : the cup into which the ball is hit ■ Her putt 
rolled right into the hole, b : one of the separate parts of a 
golf course that includes a tee and a green ■ She made a bird¬ 
ie on the seventh hole. ■ The course has 18 holes. 

4 [count] : a flaw or weakness ■ There are plenty of holes in 
the theory. ■ There are a couple of holes in their defense. ■ 
The police were unable to poke any holes in his story. [=to 
find evidence showing that his story was not true] — see also 
loophole 

5 [singular] informal a : a difficult or embarrassing situa¬ 
tion ■ He’s in trouble and needs someone to help get/dig him 
out of this hole, [-fix, jam] ■ They found themselves in a hole, 
trailing by 10 points with not much time left in the game, b 
US : the state of owing or losing money ■ She gave them a 
loan to help get them out of their financial hole. [=debt] ■ He 


was hundreds of dollars in the hole [=he owed hundreds of 
dollars] by the end of the night. 

6 [count] — used to describe a situation in which someone or 
something is gone or missing ■ When their daughter went to 
college, it left/made a big hole in their lives. [=they missed 
their daughter very much when she went to college] 

7 informal a [count] : a dirty and unpleasant place ■ I can’t 
believe he lives there! It’s such a hole] — see also hellhole 
b the hole US : a prison cell where a prisoner who is being 
punished is kept alone ■ He spent a month in the hole. 
[=(more formally) in solitary confinement] 

8 [count] a baseball : an open area between two fielders ■ 
He hit a grounder that went through the hole between the 
first and second basemen. ■ He hit a sharp ground ball into 
the hole. [=the area between the shortstop and third base- 
man] b American football : an open area between defenders 
that allows an offensive player to move the ball forwaid ■ a 
running back skilled at finding holes 

an ace in the hole see ‘ace 

like a hole in the head informal 4- If you do not need some¬ 
thing at all, you can say that you need it like a hole in the 
head. ■ She already has too many shoes. She needs another 
pair like a hole in the head. 

punch holes in informal : to weaken (an argument, idea, 
etc.) by proving that parts of it are wrong ■ Lawyers tried 
to punch holes in her argument. 

2 hole verb holes; holed; hol-ing golf : to hit (the ball) into 
the hole (+ obj] She holed a long putt for a birdie, [no obj] 
— + out ■ She waited for her partner to hole out [=to finish 
putting the ball into the hole] before she putted. 
hole up [phrasal verb] informal : to stay in a place hidden or 
apart from other people ■ The criminals holed up in a 
downtown motel for a few days. ■ The band holed up in the 
recording studio to record their album. You can hole up 
in a place or be/stay holed up in a place. ■ The band was/ 
stayed holed up in the recording studio, 
hole in one noun, pi holes in one [count] golf : a score of 
one on a hole in golf ■ She got/made/had a hole in one on the 
eighth hole. — called also (US) ace 
hole-in-the-wall noun, pi holes-in-the-wall [count] 
informal 

1 chiefly US : a small place (such as a bar or restaurant) that 
is not fancy or expensive ■ We had dinner at some hole-in- 
the-wall downtown. 

2 Brit : atm 

hol-ey /'hooli/ adj [more most ~] informal : having holes ■ 
holey socks 

1 hol-i-day /'ha.bKlei, Brit 'hDladi/ noun, pi -days 

1 [ count ] : a special day of celebration ■ a religious holiday 
: a day when most people do not have to work ■ July 4 is a 
national holiday in the U.S. ■ The stock market is closed to¬ 
morrow because it’s a holiday. — often used before another 
noun ■ holiday gifts/parties ■ Do you have any plans for the 
holiday weekend ? [=a weekend that is preceded or followed 
by a holiday] In U.S. English, the holiday season and the 
holidays refer to the time from November until the begin¬ 
ning of January during which many holidays are celebrated. 
■ How are you celebrating the holiday season ? ■ I’m looking 
forward to going home for the holidays. — see also bank 
holiday, legal holiday 

2 Brit : vacation [noncount] She’ll have four weeks’ holi¬ 
day next year. ■ She spent two weeks on holiday [=(US) on 
vacation] in Italy, [count] We’re planning on taking a holiday 
in the Caribbean. — often plural ■ She went to the Caribbean 
for her holidays. ■ He spent the summer holidays in Spain. 

2 holiday verb -days; -dayed; -day-ing [no obj] Brit : to 
spend a holiday in or at a particular place : vacation ■ She 
likes holidaying in the Caribbean, 
holiday-maker noun, pi -ers [count] Brit : vacationer 
ho-li-er—than—thou /,houlija , 53n , Sau/ adj [more most 
~] disapproving : having or showing the annoying attitude of 
people who believe that they are morally better than other 
people • a holier-than-thou attitude 
ho-li-ness /'hoolinas/ noun 

1 [noncount] : the quality or state of being holy ■ the holiness 
of this sacred place 

2 Holiness [count] — used in the titles of high religious offi¬ 
cials • His Holiness the pope ■ Does Your Holiness require 
anything else? 

hol-is-tic /hoo'hstik/ adi [more most ~] : relating to or 
concerned with complete systems rather than with individu¬ 
al parts ■ Holistic medicine attempts to treat both the mind 
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and the body. ■ We need to take a more holistic approach to 
improving our schools. 

hoMari'daise /ihadan'deiz/ noun [, noncount] : a rich sauce 
made of butter, egg yolks, and lemon juice or vinegar — 
called also hollandaise sauce 

hoMer /'haila 1 / verb -lers; -lered; -ler»ing chiefly US, infor¬ 
mal 

1 : to call out loudly : shout [no obj] He was hollering 
across the fields to his workers. ■ They were screaming and 
hollering at each other all night. [+ obj] He hollered (out) or¬ 
ders to his workers. ■ She hollered across the street, “Did you 
hear the news?” ■ Someone was hollering my name. 

2 [no obj\ : to make loud or angry complaints ■ People al¬ 
ways holler about tax increases. 

— holler noun, pi -lers [count] ■ If you need any help, just 
give (me) a holler. I=just let me know if you need any helpl 

1 hoMow /'ha:lou/ adj hol-low-er; -est 

1 : having nothing inside : not solid ■ a hollow log 

2 : curved inward or down ■ hollow [-sunken ] cheeks ■ There 
was a hollow spot in the field. 

3 : not having real value or meaning ■ They achieved a hol¬ 
low victory over a team missing its best players. [=their victo¬ 
ry was not an important or impressive one since the other 
team was missing its best players] ■ She made hollow promis¬ 
es. [=she made promises she would not keep] ■ Their threats 
ring hollow. = Their threats have a hollow ring. [=their 
threats do not seem truthful or sincere] 

4 A sound that is hollow is like the sound made when you 
hit something that is empty inside. ■ He heard a hollow sound 
when he knocked on the wall. 

5 : weak and without any emotion ■ “It’s useless,” he said in 
a hollow voice. ■ a hollow laugh 

— hoMow-ly /'hcnlali/ adv ■ “It’s useless,” he said hollowly. 
— hoMow*ness noun [noncount] ■ the hollowness of her 
promises 

2 hollOW noun, pi -lows [count] 

1 : a place or area (especially on the ground) that is lower 
than the area around it ■ a grassy hollow 

2 : an empty space inside of something • The owls nested in 
the hollow of a tree. 

in the hollow of your hand If you hold something in the 
hollow of your hand, you hold it in your palm with your 
hand curved like a cup ■ I held the bead in the hollow of my 
hand. 

3 hollOW verb -lows; -lowed; -low-ing [+ obj] : to remove 
the inside of (something) ■ They hollowed the log to make a 
canoe. — often used as (be) hollowed ■ a hollowed tree 
hollow out [phrasal verb] hollow (something) out or hollow 
out (something) 1 : to remove the inside of (something) 
: to make an empty space in (something) ■ The kids were 
hollowing out pumpkins. ■ a hollowed-out log 2 : to form 
(something) by digging or cutting the inside of something ■ 
Workers hollowed out a tunnel through the mountain. ■ He 
hollowed out a bowl from the wood. 
hoMy /'ha:li/ noun, pi -lies [count, noncount] : a tree or bush 
with dark green leaves and bright red berries; also : the 
branches of this plant which are used for decoration espe¬ 
cially at Christmas 

hoMy*hock /'ha:li,ha:k/ noun, pi -hocks [count] : a tall 
plant with rounded leaves and brightly colored flowers 
1 HoMy*WOOd /'ha:li|Wud/ noun [singular] : the American 
movie industiy ■ an actor who has had a long career in Holly¬ 
wood Hollywood is a part of Los Angeles, California, 
where the American movie industry is based. 

2 HollywOOd adj, always used before a noun 

1 : relating to or characteristic of people in the American 
movie industry ■ the Hollywood lifestyle 

2 : relating to or typical of a movie made in Hollywood ■ a 
story with a Hollywood ending [=a happy ending; an ending 
like the one you often see in movies) 

holo-caust /'houla,karst, 'ha:l3,ka:st/ noun, pi -causts 
formal 

1 the Holocaust: the killing of millions of Jews and other 
people by the Nazis during World War II ■ The museum is 
devoted to the Holocaust. ■ Her parents were survivors of the 
Holocaust. = Her parents were Holocaust survivors. ■ a Holo¬ 
caust memorial 

2 [count] : an event or situation in which many people are 
killed and many things are destroyed especially by fire • 
There were fears of a nuclear holocaust. 

hO"IO*gram /'houl3,gr£em, 'haildigrsem/ noun, pi -grams 
[count] : a special kind of picture that is produced by a laser 


and that looks three-dimensional 
hols /'ha:lz/ noun [plural] Brit, informal + old-fashioned : va¬ 
cation ■ Where did you have your hols? 

HoLstein /'houl ( sti:n//iou/i, pi -steins [count] US : a black- 
and-white cow used for milk 

hol-ster /'houlsta*/ noun, pi -sters [count] : a leather case 
that you wear on your body and that holds a small gun 
hO»ly /'houli/ adj ho«li«er; -est 

1 a : connected to a god or a religion ■ a holy temple ■ a holy 
relic worn by one of the saints * the Holy Bible b : religious 
and morally good • a holy man 

2 informal — used in phrases that show surprise or excite¬ 
ment • Holy cow*. [=Wow\] ■ Holy mackeref. You got your hair 
cut! ■ Holy smoke ! 

3 informal — used for emphasis ■ That boy is a holy terror. 
[=he is very difficult to control] ■ He gave them holy hell. 
[=he scolded them in a very angry way] 

Holy Communion noun [noncount] formal : commu¬ 
nion 

holy day noun, pi <-* days [count] : a day when a religious 
festival or holiday is observed 

Holy Family noun 

the Holy Family : Jesus Christ, his mother Mary, and her 
husband Joseph 

Holy Father noun [singular] — used to refer to the Pope 
Holy Ghost noun 
the Holy Ghost: holy spirit 
Holy Grail noun, pi ~ Grails 

1 or holy grail [count] : something that you want very much 
but that is very hard to get or achieve ■ Finding a cure for 
cancer is the holy grail of medical researchers. 

2 the Holy Grail: the cup that is said to have been used by 
Jesus Christ and that was sought by knights during the Mid¬ 
dle Ages 

Holy Land noun 

the Holy Land : the area in the Middle East where the 
events of the Bible happened ■ We visited the Holy Land. 

holy of holies noun 

1 the holy of holies : the most holy part of a Jewish temple 

2 [singular] humorous : something (such as a place or event) 
that is thought of as very special and which only a few peo¬ 
ple are allowed to use, see, etc. 'His trophy room is the holy 
of holies where only his closest friends are allowed. 

holy orders noun [plural] : the position of a Christian 
priest, bishop, etc. ■ He took holy orders. |=became a priest] 
Holy Spirit noun 

the Holy Spirit: God in the form of a spirit in Christianity ■ 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit — called also the 
Holy Ghost 

Holy Trinity noun 
the Holy Trinity : trinity 1 

holy war noun, pi wars [count] : a war that is fought to 
defend or spread one group’s religious beliefs 
holy water noun [noncount] : water that has been blessed 
by a priest 

Holy Week noun [noncount] : the week before Easter in the 
Christian church 

honvage Aumicfc, Brit 'haimicfe/ noun 

1 [noncount] : respect or honor ■ People bowed in homage to 
[=as a sign of respect for] the king as he passed by. ■ Her 
paintings pay homage to [-honor] women artists of the past. 

2 [singular] : something that is done to honor someone or 
something ■ Her book is a/an homage to her favorite city. 

hom*bre /'aimbrei/ noun, pi -bres [count] US, informal : a 
man : guy ■ He is one tough hombre. [=he is very tough] 

1 home /'houm/ noun, pi homes 

1 : the place (such as a house or apartment) where a person 
lives [count] Right now his home is a small apartment. • Peo¬ 
ple are concerned about protecting their homes. ■ ( chiefly 
US) The neighborhood is filled with expensive new homes. 
[=houses] ■ They’ve started on a major home-improvement 
project. [=a project to make their house better, bigger, more 
modem, etc.] ■ They have a second/vacation home on the 
lake, [noncount] There’s no place like home. ■ Let’s stay at 
home tonight. [=let’s not go out tonight] ■ I must have left my 
notes at home. ■ We're a long way from home. [=we are not 
close to our house] ■ I will be away from home 1=1 will not be 
at my house] for two weeks. ■ He has no place to call home. 
[=he does not have a place to live] ■ He works at/from home. 
l=he does his work in his house and not in an office building] 
— see also at home (below), mobile home, motor home 
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2 [count] : a family living together in one building, house, 
etc. ■ She made a good home for her husband and children. ■ 
She came from a troubled home. [=a family with many prob¬ 
lems] ■ He comes from a broken home. [=a family in which 
the parents have divorced] ■ She lived at home [=she lived 
with her parents or family] until she got married. ■ He left 
home [=left his parent’s house and lived in his own house] af¬ 
ter graduating from high school. 

3 a : a place where something normally or naturally lives or 
is located [count] Australia is the home [=habitat] of the 
kangaroo. [ noncount ] The islands are home to many species 
of birds, b [count] : the place where something began or 
was created — usually + of ■ The restaurant advertises itself 
as the home of the “Big Burger.” C [count] : a place where 
something is placed, stored, etc. ■ Can you find homes for 
these files in your office? 

4 : the place where someone lives or originally comes from 
: the place to which you feel most strongly attached [non¬ 
count] New York will always be home to me. ■ They made 
their home [=they settled] on the banks of the Mississippi. ■ 
People back home [=in his hometown; in the place he is 
from] would never believe how much he has changed. 
[count] He has fond memories of his boyhood home. [=the 
place where he lived as a boy] 

5 [count] : the place where an organization, a company, etc., 
is located and operates ■ This building will be the orchestra’s 
new home. ■ The big television networks have their homes in 
the same city. 

6 [count] : a place where people who are unable to care for 
themselves live and are cared for ■ an orphan’s home ■ an old 
people’s home ■ She doesn’t want to put her mother in a 
home. — see also nursing home, rest home 

7 [noncount] : a place that you try to reach in some games 
(such as baseball) ■ He was tagged out at home. — see also 

HOME PLATE 

at home 1 : in your own country and not a foreign country 
■ We face serious threats both at home and abroad. 2 
sports : in a team's own stadium, park, etc. : in the place 
where a team is hased ■ The team’s next six games are at 
home. [=in its own stadium] ■ The team has done much bet¬ 
ter at home [=in its home games] than on the road. — see 
also 'home 1 (above) 3 : relaxed and comfortable* She 
feels at home on the stage. ■ They made me feel (right) at 
home my first day at the new job. ■ Come on in and make 
yourself at home. [=do what you need to do to feel relaxed 
and comfortable] ■ The professor is equally at home in pol¬ 
itics and history. [=knows a lot about both politics and his¬ 
tory] ■ I’ve never really felt/been completely at home with 
[=comfortable and confident about using] all these new¬ 
fangled machines. 

charity begins at home see charity 
home away from home (US) or Brit home from home : a 
place that is as pleasant and comfortable as your own 
home ■ Whenever he came to the city, his brother’s place 
was like a home away from home, 
home siveef home ■❖■You say home sweet home to show 
that you are happy when you return to your home after 
being away from it. 

— home-like /■houm.laik/ adj [more most —] chiefly US ■ 

an inn with a homelike atmosphere 

2 home adv 

1 : to or at the place where you live ■ She called home to say 
she would be late for dinner. ■ He’s sending money home 
from a job overseas. ■ She is on her way home. ■ It’s great to 
be back home. ■ ( chiefly US) They’re never home when I try 
to see them. ■ I can’t wait to come/go/get home. ■ (chiefly US) 
Let’s stay home tonight. [=let’s not go out tonight] ■ He 
brings/takes home about $750 a week. [=the amount of mon¬ 
ey he gets after paying taxes, health insurance, etc., is about 
$750 each week] 

2 a : into a finished or final position ■ He used a hammer to 
drive the nail home. ■ shove the bolt home [=all the way into 
its place] b sports : to, toward, or into a goal ■ He fired the 
puck home. [=he shot the hockey puck into the goal] 
bring home the bacon see bacon 

bring (something) home : to make (something) very clear 
and obvious in usually a forceful or unpleasant way — 
usually + to • The importance of regular exercise was 
brought home to him when his best friend developed heart 
problems. 

close to home see 2 close 

come home to : to become very clear and obvious to 
(someone) in usually a forceful or unpleasant way ■ The 


truth about her marriage came home to her when he left 
her. 

come home to roost see 2 roost 

drive your point home : to say something in a very strong 
or forceful way : to make a point very forcefully ■ He drove 
his point home during the debate. 
hit/strike home : to become very clear and obvious in usu¬ 
ally a forceful or unpleasant way ■ The truth about their 
marriage finally hit home. 

home free (US) or Brit home and dry informal : sure of 
succeeding, winning, etc. : no longer in danger of failing ■ 
If we can meet this next deadline, we’ll be home free, 
nothing to write home about see write 
ram home see 2 ram 

tilt/until the cows come home see 'cow 
3 home adj, always used before a noun 

1 : of or relating to a home or family ■ She has a happy home 
life. ■ Please give us your home phone number. ■ What is 
your home address? 

2 : designed to be used in your home ■ a home entertainment 
system : done or made in your home ■ home cooking — of¬ 
ten used in combination ■ He couldn’t wait to have a home- 
cooked meal. [=a meal made and eaten at home] — see also 
home movie, home video 

3 sports : at a team’s own field, stadium, arena, etc. ■ the 
home team ■ home games ■ The team opens its home season 
in just two weeks. — compare away, road 

4 chiefly Brit : of, relating to, or coming from within your 
own country : domestic ■ We can make a profit on home 
sales alone. ■ the home market 

home brew see 2 brew 
4 home verb homes; homed; hom-ing 

home in on [phrasal verb] home in on (someone or some¬ 
thing) : to find and move directly toward (someone or 
something) ■ The missile was homing in on its target. — of¬ 
ten used figuratively ■ Researchers are homing in on the 
cause of the disease, 
home base noun, pi ~ bases 

1 [count] : the place in which someone or something lives or 
operates — usually singular - The company’s home base is in 
New York. ■ (informal) She returned to her home base [=she 
went back home] after a long month of traveling. 

2 [noncount] baseball: home plate 

home-body /‘houm,ba:di/ noun, pi -bod-ies [count] infor¬ 
mal : a person who likes to stay home ■ He’s a homebody 
who hates parties. 

home-bound /'hoom,baund/ adj 

1 : unable to leave your house because of age, injury, etc. ■ 
They deliver meals to homebound people. 

2 : going home ■ Homebound travelers were stranded at the 
airport. ■ homebound traffic • a homebound train 

home-boy /'houn^boi/ noun, pi -boys [count] US slang 

1 : a boy or man from your own neighborhood or home¬ 
town ■ He dedicated his win to his homeboys back home. 

2 : a member of your gang ■ He was hanging out with his 
homeboys. — called also homey 

home-buy-er /'hoom,baj»/ noun, pi -ers [count] : some¬ 
one who buys a house, apartment, etc. ■ The books has help¬ 
ful information for first-time homebuyers. [=for people who 
are buying their first home] 
home-com-ing /'hoom.kAmiri/ noun, pi -ings 

1 [count] : the act of returning to your home or to a place 
that is like your home ■ A large crowd gathered at the airport 
for the soldiers’ homecoming. 

2 or Homecoming [count, noncount] US a : an annual cel¬ 
ebration for people who attended a college or university • 
Homecoming weekend b : an annual celebration for high- 
school students that includes sports games and a formal 
dance ■ Who’s taking you to Homecoming ? = Who’s taking 
you to the Homecoming dance? 

home economics noun [noncount] : a subject or class 
that teaches cooking, sewing, and other skills that are useful 
in the home ■ She learned to sew in home economics. — 
called also (US. informal) home ec 
home fries noun [plural] US : potatoes that have been cut 
into small pieces and fried — called also home fried potatoes 
home front noun 

the home front: the people who stay in a country and work 
while that country’s soldiers are fighting in a war in a for¬ 
eign country ■ During the war we had to keep up morale 
on the home front. [=keep up morale among the people liv¬ 
ing and working in our home country] 
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home«girl / , houm,ga4/ noun, pi -girls [count] US slang 

1 : a girl or woman from your own neighborhood or home¬ 
town ■ She was happy to be back home with her homegirls. 

2 : a girl or woman who is one of your friends 
home-grown /'houm'groun/ am 

1 : grown or made at home or in your local area ■ The family 
sells their homegrown vegetables at the local market. 

2 : raised in or coming from your local area ■ The music fes¬ 
tival will feature some homegrown talent this year. 

home help noun, pi ~ helps [count] Brit : a person whose 
job is to help ill or elderly people in their homes with cook¬ 
ing, cleaning, etc. 

home-land /'hoom.ltend /noun, pi -lands [count] 

1 : the country where someone was bora or grew up ■ He re¬ 
turned to his homeland for the first time in many years. 

2 : a usually large area where a particular group of people 
can live ■ The rebels are fighting for an independent home¬ 
land. ■ the Department of Homeland Security [=a depart¬ 
ment in the U.S. government that is responsible for the safe¬ 
ty of the U.S. and its citizens] 

home-less /'hoomlas/ adj : having no place to live ■ home¬ 
less people ■ We volunteer at the homeless shelter. [=a build¬ 
ing where homeless people can sleep and get food] 
the homeless : homeless people : people who have no 
place to live ■ a shelter for the homeless 

— home-less-ness noun [noncount] 

home loan noun, pi ~ loans [count ]: ’mortgage 
home-ly /'hoomli/ adj home-li-er; -est 

1 US : not pretty or handsome : plain or unattractive ■ She 
has a homely face. ■ He’s a bit homely but nice. 

2 Brit : plain and simple in an appealing or pleasant way ■ the 
homely appeal of farm life ■ The hotel has a homely [-(US) 
homey] atmosphere. 

— home-1 i-ness noun [noncount] 

home-made /'houm'meid/ adj ' made in the home and not 
in a factory, store, etc. ■ homemade bread — compare 

STORE-BOUGHT 

home-mak-er /'hoon^meika*/ noun, pi -ers [count] chiefly 
US : a wife who does work (such as sewing, cleaning, or 
cooking) at home and usually does not have another job out¬ 
side the home : housewife • TV commercials often show 
happy homemakers . 

— home-mak-ing /'houm.meikn)/ noun [noncount] ■ the 
challenges of homemaking 

home movie noun, pi ~ -ies [count] : a movie that you 
make for people to watch in your home and that is usually of 
your family or a family event ■ We watched home movies of 
the family reunion. — compare home video 
home office noun, pi ~ -fices 

1 [count] a : the main office of a company or organization 
b : a room in your house where you do office work ■ We use 
our spare bedroom as a home office. 

2 the Home Office Brit : the department in the British gov¬ 
ernment that deals with the law, the police, and prisons, and 
that decides which people can come into the country 

ho-me-op-a-thy also Brit ho-moe-op-a-thy /,hoomi- 
'a:p30i/ noun [noncount] : a system for treating illnesses that 
uses very small amounts of substances that would in larger 
amounts produce symptoms of the illnesses in healthy peo¬ 
ple 

— ho-meo-path also Brit ho-moeo-path /'hoomija^geB/ 
noun, pi -paths [count] Maybe you should see a homeo¬ 
path. - ho-meo-path-ic also Brit ho-moeo-path-ic 
/jhoumija'peeBik/ adj • homeopathic medicine/treatments 

home-own-er /‘hoom,oon^/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a per¬ 
son who owns a home, apartment, etc. ■ The new law should 
provide tax relief for homeowners. ■ Do you have homeown¬ 
er’s insurance ? [insurance that covers damage to your 
house or the things inside your house] 
home page noun, pi ~ pages [count] : the part of a Web 
site that is seen first and that usually contains links to other 
parts of the site 

home plate noun [noncount] baseball : the base that a run¬ 
ner must touch in order to score ■ The runner was tagged out 
at home plate. — called also home base 
hom-er /'hounW noun, pi -ers [count] baseball, informal 
: home RUN ■ He hit three homers in yesterday’s game. 

— homer verb -ers; -ered; -er-ing [no obj] • He homered 
three times in yesterday’s game. 

home-room /'houm,ru:m/ noun, pi -rooms US : a class¬ 
room where students go at the beginning of each school day 
[count] They were assigned to different homerooms, [non¬ 


count] He was late for homeroom. 
home rule noun [noncount] : government of a place (such 
as a country or territory) by the people who live there in¬ 
stead of by another country • The citizens petitioned for 
home rule. 

home run noun, pi ~ runs [count] baseball : a hit that al¬ 
lows the batter to go around all the bases and score a run ■ 
He hit three home runs. — compare DOUBLE, single, tri¬ 
ple 

home-school /'hoom,sku:l/ verb -schools; -schooled; 
-school-ing US : to teach your children at home instead of 
sending them to a school [+ obj] They homeschooled both 
their children, [no obj] Parents who homeschool are meeting 
on Thursday. 

— homeschooling noun [noncount] ■ They believe in 
homeschooling. 

home-school-er /'houn^skuilay noun, pi -ers [count] US 

1 : a child who is taught at home instead of in a school ■ 
Both of their children were homeschoolers. 

2 : a parent who teaches a child at home instead of sending 
the child to a school ■ His parents are homeschoolers. 

home-sick /'hoom,sik/ adj [more most ~] : sad because 
you are away from your family and home ■ He was/got 
homesick when he went to college. ■ She was homesick for 
her mother’s cooking. 

— home-sick-ness noun [noncount] 

home-spun /'houm,spAn/ adj [more most ~]: plain and 
simple ■ People enjoy his folksy, homespun manner. 

1 home-stead /'houm,stcd/ noun, pi -steads [count] 

1 : a house and the farmland it is on ■ They decided to farm 
the old homestead. 

2 US : a piece of government land that a person could ac¬ 
quire by living on it and farming it when the western part of 
the U.S. was being settled 

2 homestead verb -steads; -stead-ed; -stead-ing US : to 

settle on government land and farm it [no obj] They home¬ 
steaded in Alaska. [+ obj] They homesteaded the territory in 
the 1860s. 

— home-stead-er /'hoom,stcd3'/ noun, pi -ers [count] 
home-stretch /‘houm'strctf/ noun, pi -stretch-es [count] 

: the part of a racetrack between the last turn and the finish 
line ■ The horses are in the homestretch. — often used figura¬ 
tively ■ The presidential race remains extremely close as we 
enter the homestretch. [=as we near the finish] — called also 
(Brit) home straight 

home theater noun, pi ~ -ters [count] : an entertainment 
system for your home that usually includes a large televi¬ 
sion, a DVD player or VCR, and a sound system with many 
speakers 

home-town /'houm'taon/ noun, pi -towns [count] : the 
city or town where you were bom or grew up ■ She returned 
to her hometown to stay after college. ■ hometown friends 
home truth noun, pi — truths [count] : an unpleasant fact 
about someone or something — usually plural ■ She was all 
ready to tell him some hard home truths. ■ The doctor told 
me the home truths about the dangers of smoking, 
home video noun, pi ~ videos 

1 [noncount] US : movies that are sold on videotapes or 
DVDs and are meant to be watched on television at home ■ 
the latest releases in home video • the home video market 

2 [count] : a home movie that is recorded with a video cam¬ 
era ■ We watched a home video of their wedding. 

home visit noun , pi ~ -its [count] Brit : house call 
home-ward /‘hoomwad/ also chiefly Brit home-wards 
/'houmwadz/ adv : in the direction of home ■ He struggled 
homeward in the rain. ■ I am homeward bound. [=going 
home] 

— homeward adj ■ a homeward voyage/joumey 
home-work / , houm l W3*k/ noun [noncount] 

1 : work that a student is given to do at home - Please do/fin¬ 
ish your homework. ■ She started her algebra homework. 

— compare classwork 

2 : research or reading done in order to prepare for some¬ 
thing — used in the phrase do your homework • The candi¬ 
date did his homework [=studied the issues] before the de¬ 
bate. 

hom-ey /'hoomi/ adj hom-i-er; -est [or more most —] 
chiefly US : comfortable or familiar like home ■ a homey 
[-(Brit) homely] restaurant with a warm fireplace ■ a homey 
atmosphere 

— hom-ey-ness or hom-i-ness noun [noncount] ■ We 
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liked the homeyness of the restaurant. 

2 homey noun, pi -ies [count] US slang : homeboy 
ho-mi-Cld-al Aha-.ma'saidJ/ adj 

1 : likely to kill someone ■ a homicidal maniac 

2 : of or relating to murder ■ a homicidal obsession ■ homi¬ 
cidal thoughts 

ho*mi«Cide / , ha:m3 1 said/ noun, pi -cides chiefly US : the 
act of killing another person : murder [count] The num¬ 
ber of homicides increased last year, [noncount] He has been 
arrested for homicide. 

hom«My /'harmali/ noun, pi hom-i-lies/omia/ 

1 [count] : a usually short talk on a religious or moral topic ■ 
The priest gave a brief homily on forgiveness. 

2 : advice that is often not wanted [count] We had to listen 
to another one of his homilies about the value of public ser¬ 
vice. [noncount] a politician with a fondness for homily 

hom-ing /’houmir)/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : returning home ■ an animal with a homing instinct [=an 
ability to return home from a great distance] 

2 technical : able to find and follow a target ■ A homing de¬ 
vice guides the missile to the target. ■ a homing torpedo 

homing pigeon noun, pi ~ -geons [count] : a pigeon that 
is trained to return home from a great distance 
hom-i-ny /'hcnmani/ noun [noncount] : a food made from 
dried com 1 We had pork and hominy stew, 
ho-mo /'houmou/ noun, pi -mos [count] informal + offensive 
: a homosexual person 

ho-mo-ge-neous /jhouma'cfeiinjas/ adj [more most ~] 
somewhat formal : made up of the same kind of people or 
things 1 a racially homogeneous neighborhood [=a neighbor¬ 
hood in which all the people belong to the same race] ■ a fair¬ 
ly homogeneous collection of examples — compare heter¬ 
ogeneous 

— ho-mo-ge-ne-ity /.houmacfea'niijati/ noun [noncount] 
formal ■ racial/economic/cultural homogeneity 

ho-mog-e-nize also Brit ho-mog-e-nise /hou'ma^a- 
,naiz/ verb -niz-es; -nized; -niz-ing [+ obj] formal 

1 : to treat (milk) so that the fat is mixed throughout instead 
of floating on top 

2 : to change (something) so that its parts are the same or 
similar ■ The new curriculum is an attempt to homogenize 
education throughout the county. 

— ho-mog-e-ni-za-tion also Brit ho-mog-e-ni-sa-tion 

/hoi^maxfeana'zei/an, Brit h3u,mD(fe3,nai , zeiJ’3n/ noun 
[noncount] • the homogenization of society — homog¬ 
enized also Brit homogenised adj ■ a carton of homog¬ 
enized milk ■ an increasingly homogenized society 
ho*mog*e*nous /hou'martfeanas/ adj [more most —] 

: HOMOGENEOUS 

hO*mO*graph /'haima^raef, Brit 'hDm3,gra:f/ noun, pi 
-graphs [count] : a word that is spelled like another word 
but that is different in origin, meaning, or pronunciation ■ 
The words “bow” for a part of a ship and “bow" for a weap¬ 
on that shoots arrows are homographs. 
honvonym / , ha:m3,mm/ noun, pi -nyms [count] : a word 
that is spelled and pronounced like another word but is dif¬ 
ferent in meaning ■ The noun “bear" and the verb “bear” are 
homonyms. 

ho-mo-phobe /'houmajfoub/ noun , pi -phobes [count] : a 
person who hates or is afraid of homosexuals or treats them 
badly 

— ho-mo-pho*bia /(houma'foubija/ noun [noncount] • She 
was accused of homophobia. — ho-mo-pho-bic /,houma- 
■foubik/ adj [more most ~] ■ homophobic remarks 

ho-mo-phone /'hcuma^oun/ noun, pi -phones [count] : a 
word that is pronounced like another word but is different in 
meaning, origin, or spelling ■ “To," “too,” and “two” are ho¬ 
mophones. 

Ho-mo Sa-pi-enS /,houmou'seipij3nz, Brit ,h3um3u- 
■saepianz/ noun, pi Homo sapiens technical : the species of 
human beings that exist today [noncount] All people are 
members of Homo sapiens, [plural] All Homo sapiens [=hu- 
man beings] share certain characteristics, 
ho-mo-sex-u-al /jhouma'sekjawal/ adj, somewhat formal 

1 : sexually attracted to people of the same sex ■ a homosex¬ 
ual man 

2 : based on or showing a sexual attraction to people of the 
same sex ■ homosexual behavior ■ a homosexual affair 

— compare bisexual, heterosexual 

— homosexual noun, pi -als [count] ■ bias against homo¬ 
sexuals — ho-mo-sex-u-al-i-ty / l houm3,sekJ’3 , wael3ti/ 


noun [noncount] • He is very open about his homosexuality. 
hon /'hAn/ noun, informal — used to address someone you 
love ■ Hey, hon , would you get the door for me? Hon is a 
short form of honey. 

Hon. also Brit Hon abbr honorable — used in titles ■ the 
Hon. Judge Smith presiding 

hon-cho /'hcuntfou/ noun, pi -chos [count] chiefly US, infor¬ 
mal : a person who is in charge of other people • corporate 
honchos ■ Talk to the head honcho. [=the person with the 
most authority] 

hone /'houn/ verb hones; honed; hon-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to sharpen (something, such as a knife) with a stone ■ 
hone a blade 

2 : to make (something, such as a skill) better or more effec¬ 
tive ■ She honed her language skills by reading and writing 
every day. 

hone in on [phrasal verb] US : to find and go directly toward 
(someone or something) • The missile was honing in on 
[=homingin on] its target. — usually used figuratively ■ Re¬ 
searchers are honing in on the cause of the disease. -❖* Al¬ 
though hone in on is widely used, many people regard it as 
an error for home in on. 

1 hon-est /'ainast/ adj [more most ~] 

1 a : good and truthful : not lying, stealing, or cheating ■ 
They are honest people. • He says that it’s impossible to find 
an honest politician. ■ These criminals pose a danger to hon¬ 
est citizens. — opposite dishonest b : showing or suggest¬ 
ing a good and truthful character ■ He has an honest face. 
— opposite DISHONEST 

2 : not hiding the truth about someone or something : not 
meant to deceive someone ■ Just give me an honest answer. ■ 
an honest reply 'If you want my honest opinion, you should 
get a job. ■ To be perfectly/quite honest, I don’t want to go. ■ 
You shouldn’t be afraid of a little honest criticism. [=criticism 
that is based on facts] ■ I'd be less than honest [=1 would be 
lying] if I told you there won’t be problems. ■ He gave us a 
painfully/brutally/refreshingly honest account of his child¬ 
hood. ■ I don’t think these people are being honest with me. 
[=1 don’t think they’re telling me the truth] — opposite dis¬ 
honest 

3 a : not deserving blame : not done with the intent of hurt¬ 
ing or harming anyone ■ It was an honest error/mistake, b 
: done using your own work or effort ■ He still goes to the of¬ 
fice every morning and puts in an honest day’s work. : not 
gotten by cheating, lying, etc. ■ He’s just trying to earn an 
honest living. [=he is trying to earn a good amount of money 
for his hard work] ■ These people work hard, and they de¬ 
serve an honest wage. [=an amount of money that is fair for 
the work that is done] 

4 : plain and good : not fancy ■ The restaurant prides itself 
on serving simple, honest food. 

make an honest woman of (someone) or make (some¬ 
one) an honest woman old-fashioned + humorous : to 
marry (a woman, especially a woman you have already 
had sex with) ■ When will he finally make an honest woman 
of her? 

2 honest adv, informal — used to stress that a statement is 
true ■ I didn’t do it —honest I didn’t! ■ She is not my friend, 
honest. — sometimes used in the phrases honest to God or 
honest to goodness • Honest to God , I wasn’t there that 
night. ■ He told you that? Honest to goodness ? [-really?; hon¬ 
estly?] — see also honest-to-goodness 
hon-est-ly /'cunastli/ adv [more most —] 

1 a : without cheating or lying : in an honest way ■ Officials 
counted the votes honestly. ■ The bank has always dealt hon¬ 
estly with me. 1 I can honestly say that I have never seen that 
man before today. 1 He spoke honestly about the mistakes he 
had made, b : in a genuine way : without pretending ■ He 
was honestly [=truly] frightened by what the doctor told him. 
■ She honestly believes that she has been mistreated. 

2 — used to stress that a statement is true * Honestly , I don't 
know how you can raise kids and work too. ■ I honestly don’t 
know what to do. 

3 informal — used to express annoyance or disapproval * 
Honestly ! Is that the best you can do?! 

honest—to—goodness adj, always used before a noun, 
chiefly US, informal: real ■ He is an honest-to-goodness leg¬ 
end. ■ an honest-to-goodness movie star 
hon-es-tV /■arnasti/ noun [noncount] : the quality of being 
fair and truthful : the quality of being honest ■ She is ad¬ 
mired for her kindness and her honesty. ■ He demands hones¬ 
ty from everyone who works for him. ■ He didn’t even have 
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enough honesty to tell me he was leaving. 
honesty is the best policy — used to say that telling the 
truth is better than lying even when it is hard to do ■ He re¬ 
alized honesty is the best policy and told them what really 
happened to their car. 

In all honesty — used to stress that a statement is true ■ In 
all honesty, I don’t know what you’re talking about. ■ I 
don’t like him, but in all honesty, I don’t know why. 
hon-ey /'hAni/ noun, pi -eys 

1 [noncount] : a thick, sweet substance made by bees ■ She 
likes honey in her tea. 

2 informal — used to address someone you love ■ “ Honey , 
would you pass the salt?” ■ Honey, I’m home! 

3 [singular] chiefly US, informal : something that is very good 

■ The shortstop made a honey of a play. [=he made a very 
good play] ■ Your car is a real honey. 

land of milk and honey see *land 
hon«ey*bee /'hAni,bi:/ noun, pi -bees [count] : a bee that 
makes honey — see color picture on page CIO 
hon-ey-comb /'hAn^koum/ noun, pi -combs : a group of 
wax cells with six sides that are built by honeybees in their 
hive and that contain young bees or honey [noncount] a 
piece of honeycomb [count] One of the honeycombs was 
empty. 

hon*ey•Combed /'hAni,koomd/ adj : having many holes 
or open spaces • The car bumper includes a special honey¬ 
combed plastic. ■ The rock is honeycombed with caves. 
hon«ey*dew melon /'hAni,du:-, Brit ‘hAni,dju:-/ noun, pi 
-ons [count] : a type of large fruit (called a melon) that 
has a hard, smooth skin and green flesh — see color picture 
on page C5 

1 hon-ey-moon /'hAnhmuin/ noun, pi -moons [count] 

1 : a trip or vacation taken by a newly married couple ■ 
Where are you going on your honeymoon ? • a honeymoon 
cruise 

2 : a pleasant period of time at the start of something (such 
as a relationship or a politician’s term in office) when people 
are happy, are working with each other, etc. ■ The honey¬ 
moon (period) between the business partners was brief. 

2 honeymoon verb -moons; -mooned; -moon-ing [no 
obj] : to go on a honeymoon ■ They honeymooned in Niagara 
Falls. • a honeymooning couple 

— hon-ey-moon-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ The resort at¬ 
tracts many honeymooners. 

horvey-suck-le /*hAni,sAk3l/ noun, pi -suck-les [count, 
noncount] : a type of shrub that has bright, colorful flowers 
1 honk /'ha:i)k/ verb honks; honked; honk-ing 

1 [no obj] of a goose : to make a loud sound • We could hear 
the geese honking overhead. 

2 a [no obj] of a hom : to make a loud sound ■ a honking 
horn b : to cause (a horn) to honk [+ obj ] The people in 
the cars behind us kept honking [-blowing, (Brit) hooting] 
their horns, [no obj] I honked at the car in front of me. 

2 honk noun, pi honks [count] : the loud sound made by a 
goose; also : a similar loud sound ■ the honk of a hom 
hon*ky or hon*kie /'haiqki/ noun, pi -kies [count] US, in¬ 
formal + offensive : a white person 
hon-ky-tonk /'ha:i]ki,ta:i]k/ noun, pi -tonks 

1 [noncount] a : a type of lively music usually performed 
on a piano b US : a type of country music with a heavy 
beat 

2 [count] US : a cheap nightclub or dance hall that often fea¬ 
tures country music 

— honky-tonk adj, always used before a noun ■ a honky- 
tonk piano/song 

1 horvor (US) or Brit hoivour /'ainay noun , pi -ors 

1 [noncount] : respect that is given to someone who is ad¬ 
mired ■ These people deserve to be treated with honor. ■ The 
team brought honor to the school. ■ Please welcome our 
guest of honor. [=the person who is being specially honored] 

■ He was given a place of honor at the table. [=a seat for 
someone who is being specially honored] ■ The trophy has a 
place of honor [=a special position for something that is high¬ 
ly valued] on the mantel. ■ They’re having a dinner in honor 
of the new coach. = They’re having a dinner in the new 
coach’s honor. [=they are having a dinner as a way to show 
respect and admiration for the new coach] ■ The building 
was named in honor of the city’s founder. ■ He wore his eth¬ 
nic heritage as a badge of honor. [=he was proud of his eth¬ 
nic heritage and did not try to hide it] 

2 [noncount] a : good reputation : good quality or charac¬ 
ter as judged by other people ■ He was prepared to fight to 


defend/protect/uphold his family’s honor, b : high moral 
standards of behavior ■ She has a keen sense of honor. • a 
code of honor • He would not do it as a matter of honor. • 
He’s a man of honor. 

3 [singular] formal a : a special opportunity to do some¬ 
thing that makes you proud — usually + of • She was given/ 
granted the honor of christening the ship. ■ I have the honor 
of informing you that you have won first prize. • May I have 
the honor of this dance? [=(more commonly) will you dance 
with me?] b : something that shows that other people have 
respect for you ■ It was an honor to be invited. • It’s a great 
honor (for me) to be here with you tonight. ■ I hope you’ll do 
me the honor of accepting this invitation. [=it will make me 
feel happy and proud if you accept this invitation] 

4 [count] : something (such as a title or medal) that is given 
to a person as a sign of respect and admiration ■ She has re¬ 
ceived/won many honors and awards for her charitable 
works. ■ Charitable organizations have been heaping honors 
on him. ■ He was buried with full military honors. [=a special 
military ceremony for a person who has died] — see also 
MEDAL OF HONOR 

5 [singular]: an admired person who is a source of pride and 
respect for the other members of a group, organization, etc. 

— used in the phrase an honor to • She was an honor to [=a 
credit to] her profession. 

6 Honor [count] — used as a title for a judge or mayor ■ 
Please welcome His Honor, the mayor. ■ We request a recess, 
Your Honor. 

7 honors [plural] a : special credit or recognition given to 
students who have successfully done work at a high level ■ 
She graduated with (top/high) honors, b : a special course 
of study for students who want to take classes at a high level 
■ honors classes/courses • an honours degree from a British 
university 

do the honors : to do the actions performed by a host or 
hostess ■ My mother cooks a big turkey for Thanksgiving 
every year, and my father does the honors at the table. 
[=my father carves and serves the turkey] • The Ambassa¬ 
dor did the honors by introducing the guest speaker. 
lap of honour see 3 lap 

on your honor formal — used to say that you promise to do 
something ■ On my honor, I will do my duty. 
word of honor see 1 word 

- see also maid of honor 

2 honor (US) or Brit honour verb -ors; -ored; -or*ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to regard or treat (someone) with respect and admira¬ 
tion : to show or give honor to (someone) ■ You should hon¬ 
or [=respect] your parents. ■ When we got married, we prom¬ 
ised to love and honor each other. ■ We were honored with/ 
by the queen’s presence. ■ (often humorous) Thank you for 
honoring us with your presence. [=thank you for coming 
here] b : to show admiration for (someone or something) 
in a public way : to give a public honor to (someone or 
something) • She has been honored by several organizations 
for her charitable works. ■ We need to find an appropriate 
way to honor these brave people. ■ They’re holding a dinner 
at which she is being honored (with an award) as player of 
the year. ■ They have established a scholarship as a way to 
honor his memoiy/achievements. 

2 a : to do what is required by (something, such as a prom¬ 
ise or a contract) "He claims that the company failed to hon¬ 
or [-fulfill] the contract/warranty. • honor a warranty b : to 
accept (something) as payment ■ honor a credit card ■ honor 
a check c : to repay (a debt) ■ They are accused of failing to 
honor their debts. 

— honored acjj ■ He was welcomed as an honored guest. • I 
feel honored to have been invited. ■ an honored tradition 

hon*or*able (US) or Brit hon-our*able /'ainarabal/ adj 

1 [more most ~] a : deserving honor and respect • The 
college has a long and honorable history. ■ an honorable pro¬ 
fession b : having or showing honesty and good moral 
character ■ an honorable man ■ It is not honorable of you to 
behave like that. C : fair and proper : not deserving blame 
or criticism ■ They are trying to find an honorable way out of 
this dispute. ■ He assured her that his intentions were honor¬ 
able. ■ He received an honorable discharge from the army. 
-opposite DISHONORABLE 

2 Honorable a — used as a title for some government offi¬ 
cials ■ the Honorable Senator/Judge — abbr. Hon. b Brit — 
used as a title for the children of some members of the nobil¬ 
ity; abbr. Hon. 

- hon-or-ably (US) or Brit hon*our*ably /'ainarabli/ adv 
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■ He served honorably in the war. ■ He was honorably dis¬ 
charged from the service. 

honorable mention noun, pi - -tions [count] : an award 
or special praise given to someone who has done something 
extremely well but who has not won any of the official prizes 
hon» 0 *rar«i«um ^aina'rerijam/ noun, pi -ia /-ija/ also -i- 
ums [count] formal : an amount of money paid for a service 
■ We are willing to offer a small honorarium that we hope 
you will accept for judging the competition. 
hon>Or*ary /'a:n3,reri, Brit 'a.narari/ adj 

1 : given as a sign of honor or achievement ■ He was award¬ 
ed an honorary degree/title. 

2 always used before a noun a : regarded as one of a group 
although not officially elected or included ■ He’s an honorary 
member of the club, b : holding a position for which no 
payment is given : not paid ■ He is the honorary president/ 
chairman of the commission. 

hon-or-ee /jQina'ri:/ noun, pi -ees [count] US : a person 
who is being given an honor ■ Three honorees were chosen 
for the Hall of Fame. 

honor guard noun, pi guards [count] chiefly US : a per¬ 
son or group that is the guard at a formal or ceremonial 
event (such as a military funeral or a parade) 
hon-or*if*ic Aaina'nfik/ adj : giving or expressing honor or 
respect • an honorific name/title 

— honorific noun, pi -ics [count] ■ The title “Excellency” 
was used as an honorific. 

honor roll noun, pi ~ rolls [count] US : a list of people who 
deserve to be honored; especially : a list of students who 
have received good grades in school — called also ( Brit ) roll 
of honour', compare DEAN’S LIST 
honor society noun, pi ~ -ties [count] US : a group of stu¬ 
dents who are honored for receiving good grades 
honor system noun, pi ~~ -terns [singular] chiefly US : a 
system in which people are trusted to follow rules and to act 
in an honest way • Customers are on the honor system to pay 
for any software they choose to purchase, 
honour, honourable Brit spellings of HONOR, honor¬ 
able 

hOOCh /'hu:tf/ noun [noncount] chiefly US slang : alcoholic li¬ 
quor especially when it is cheap or made illegally • a bottle of 
hooch 

1 hOOd /'hud/ noun, pi hoods [count] 

1 a : a soft covering for the head and neck often attached to 
a coat or cape b : a cloth covering worn over the entire 
head to hide a person’s face • Witnesses reported that the 
bandits were wearing hoods. — see color picture on page 
C15 

2 a : a cover that is used to protect or shield something 
(such as part of a machine or a camera lens) • The photogra¬ 
pher used a lens hood to cut down on glare, b US : the 
movable metal covering over the engine of an automobile ■ 
What kind of engine do you have under the hood ? ■ a hood 
ornament — called also ( Brit ) bonnet 4 , see picture at car C 
US : a device attached above a cooking surface that is used 
for carrying off smoke and fumes ■ a range hood 

— compare 2 hood, ’hood 

z hood noun, pi hoods [count] US, informal : hoodlum • a 
gang of hoods — compare ‘hood, ’hood 
3 hOOd noun, pi hoods [count] US slang : a neighborhood; es¬ 
pecially : a poor neighborhood in a large city • his friends in 
the hood • programs to help kids living in the hood 

— compare ‘hood, 2 hood 
-hood /-,hud/ noun suffix 

1 : state : condition : quality ■ likeli hood ■ falsehood « child- 
hood ■ adult hood 

2 : people sharing a condition or character ■ brother hood 
hOOd*ed /'hudad/ adj 

1 : having a hood • a hooded jacket/sweatshirt : wearing a 
hood • a hooded figure 

2 of an animal : having a head that is colored or formed in a 
way that looks like a hood ■ a hooded duck/cobra 

3 — used to describe eyes that are half closed "He looked at 
us with hooded eyes. 

hood-ie /'hudi/ noun, pi -ies [count] informal : a hooded 
sweatshirt 

hOOd*lum / , hu:dlam, 'hodtam/ noun, pi -lums [count] : a 
tough and violent criminal : THUG • a small-time hoodlum 
hood«wink /'hod.wiqk/ verb -winks, -winked; -wink-ing 
[+ obj] informal : to deceive or trick (someone) • Don’t let 
yourself be hoodwinked into buying things you don’t need. 


hOO-ey /'hu:wi/ noun [noncount] chiefly US, informal : fool¬ 
ish talk or writing : nonsense • Don’t waste your money on 
that book—it’s a lot of hooey. 

1 hOOf /'huf/ noun, pi hooves /'hurvz, 'huvz/ also hoofs 
[count]: the hard covering on the foot of an animal (such as 
a horse or pig) — see picture at horse; see also cloven 
hoof 

on the hoof 1 of an animal ; while still living : before be¬ 
ing killed for meat ■ The cattle cost $1.20 a pound on the 
hoof. 2 informal, of people : while doing something else ■ 
She ate lunch on the hoof to get the report done on time. 

— hoofed /'huft/ adj ■ hoofed animals 

2 hOOf verb hoofs; hoofed; hoof-ing [no obj ] US, informal 
: to dance as a performer • The cast was hoofing on the stage. 
hoof it informal: to move or travel on foot: to walk or run ■ 
We quickly hoofed it down to the subway station. 

— hoof*er /'hufo/ noun, pi -ers [count] • a talented hoofer 
[=dancer] on Broadway 

hoof—and—mouth disease noun [noncount] : foot- 
and-mouth DISEASE 

hoof'beat /'huf.bi.t/ noun, pi -beats [count] ; the sound 
made when an animal’s hoof hits the ground 
hOO—ha also hoo—hah /'hu:,ha:/ noun [noncount] informal 
+ usually disapproving : great excitement or concern about 
something ■ Despite all the initial hoo-ha, people came to ac¬ 
cept the new building. 

1 hook /'huk/ noun, pi hooks [count] 

1 : a curved or bent tool for catching, holding, or pulling 
something ■ He baited the hook [-fishhook] with a worm. ■ a 
coat/picture hook 

2 : a ball or shot in golf and other games that curves to the 
side instead of going straight • She hit a hook into the left 
rough. 

3 boxing : a punch coming from the side of the body instead 
of going straight forward ■ He threw a right/left hook to his 
opponent’s body. — compare jab, uppercut 

4 basketball : hook shot 

5 baseball, informal — used to describe the action of remov¬ 
ing a pitcher from a game "He got the hook [=he was re¬ 
moved] after allowing three runs in the second inning. ■ The 
manager gave him the hook. 

6 : something (such as part of a song) that attracts people's 
attention • The song has a catchy hook. • They used the com¬ 
mercial as a hook to get people to visit their Web site. 

by hook or by crook informal: by any possible means ■ She 
was determined to succeed by hook or by crook, 
hook, line and sinker informal : without hesitation or 
doubt : completely ■ He gave them some ridiculous ex¬ 
planation, and they fell for it hook, line and sinker. [=they 
believed his explanation completely] 
off the hook 1 informal — used to describe someone who 
has avoided trouble or punishment; usually used with get 
or let • He counted on his friends to get him off the hook. 
[=to protect him from trouble or punishment] ■ I wasn’t go¬ 
ing to let her off the hook so easily. 2 of a telephone : with 
the receiver not resting in its usual position • They took the 
phone off the hook so that it wouldn’t ring. 
on the hook for US, informal : owing money for (some¬ 
thing) : responsible for (something) • He’s still on the hook 
for the cost of the repairs. 
ring off the hook see ’ring 
sling your hook see ‘sling 



2 hook verb hooks; hooked; hook*ing 

f always followed by an adverb or preposition a [+ obj] : to 
connect or attach (something) with a hook ■ The train cars 
were hooked together. • My sweater was hooked on a branch. 
■ I hooked the door shut, b [no obj] : to be attached by 
hooks ■ The dress hooks in the back. ■ The two parts hooked 
together. 

2 [+ obj] : to catch (something, such as a fish) with a hook • 
He hooked a large fish. 



795 


hooked • hope 


3 always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj] : to bend 
(a part of your body, such as an arm) and place it around 
something "He hooked his arm around my neck. ■ She 
hooked her fingers around the doorknob. ■ He hooked his 
thumb through a loop of his pants. 

4 [no obj ] : to curve like a hook ■ The bird’s beak hooks 
downward. 

5 sports : to hit or kick (a ball or shot) in a way that causes it 
to curve to the side : to hit a hook [+ obj] (golf) She hooked 
her drive into the rough. ■ (American football) The kicker 
hooked the ball to the left and missed the field goal, [no obj ] 
(golf) The ball hooked into the rough. 

hook into [phrasal verb ] hook into (something) informal : to 
become connected to (something, such as a computer net¬ 
work or a source of electrical power) ■ We don’t have the 
hardware we need to hook into the network. 
hook up [phrasal verb] 1 informal : to join together to do 
something ■ The two men hooked up to form a new compa¬ 
ny. — often + with • She hooked up with a guitarist and 
drummer. 2 chiefly US, informal : to meet at a place ■ We 
are planning to hook up after the game. — often + with ■ 
We plan to hook up with our friends after the game. 3 
hook (someone) up chiefly US, informal a : to cause 
(someone) to have a friendly or romantic relationship with 
someone ■ They hooked him up with some new friends. 
[=they introduced him to some new friends] ■ She tried to 
hook him up with [=fix him up with \ one of her friends, b 
: to provide (someone) with something that is needed or 
wanted ■ Don’t worry. I’ll hook you up. — usually + with ■ 
She hooked me up with some great tickets. 4 hook up 
(something or someone) or hook (something or someone) 
up : to attach (something or someone) to a device by 
means of electrical connections ■ hook up the wires/speak¬ 
ers ■ The patient was hooked up to a monitor/respirator. 
— see also hookup 
hooked adj 

1 : shaped like a hook ■ the bird’s hooked beak 

2 not used before a noun, informal a : addicted to a drug — 
usually + on ■ He was hooked on cocaine, b : very interest¬ 
ed in and enthusiastic about something ■ Her friends talked 
her into playing golf, and now she’s hooked. — usually + on • 
He’s hooked on skiing. ■ She got hooked on the show after 
watching one episode. 

hook-er /'hukay noun, pi -ers [count] informal : prosti¬ 
tute 

hook Shot noun, pi ~ shots [count] basketball : a shot 
made by swinging the ball up and over your head with a long 
movement of your arm 

hook-up /'huk,Ap/ noun, pi -ups [count] : an arrangement 
or part by which pieces of equipment can be connected ■ The 
interview will be broadcast through a satellite hookup. ■ The 
cabin has electric and water hookups. * telephone/computer/ 
Internet hookups — see also hook up at 2 hook 
hooky also hook-ey /'huki I noun 
play hooky US, informal : to be away from school without 
permission : to not be at school when you should be ■ He 
was playing hooky [^skipping school] with his friends. 
hOO-li-gan /'huiligan/ noun, pi -gans [count] : a usually 
young man who does noisy and violent things as part of a 
group or gang ■ The windows were broken by a gang of teen¬ 
age hooligans. ■ soccer hooligans [=violent soccer fans who 
fight against other soccer fans] 

— hoo-li-gan-ism /'huiliga^izam/ noun [noncount] 
hOOp /'hu:p/ noun, pi hoops [count] 

1 a : a circular object: a large ring ■ She wore gold hoops as 
earrings. = She wore hoop earrings, b : a large metal ring 
used for holding together the sides of a barrel C : a large 
ring used by performers or for play — see also hula-hoop 

2 basketball a : a metal ring that the ball must go through 
in order to score points ■ He grabbed the rebound and put 
the ball back up through the hoop, [-basket, net] b informal 
: a successful shot « They scored a quick hoop [= basket , 
bucket] on a fast break. C US, informal : basketball ■ 
hoop fans — usually plural ■ hoops fans ■ Let’s play/shoot 
some hoops. ■ a game of hoops ■ college/pro hoops 

3 : an arch through which the ball must be hit in the game of 
croquet : wicket 

jump through hoops see ’jump 
hOOp-la /'hu:,pla:/ noun [noncount] chiefly US, informal + 
usually disapproving : talk or writing that is designed to get 
people excited about and interested in something ■ Many 
people have grown tired of all the hoopla surrounding the 
opening of the new theater. 


hooray variant spelling of hurrah 
hOOSe-gOW /'hu:s,gau/ noun 
the hoosegow US, informal + humorous : prison, jail ■ 
The cops threatened to throw him in the hoosegow. 

1 hoot /'hu:t/ noun, pi hoots [count] 

1 : the loud, deep sound made by an owl; also : a similar 
loud, deep sound ■ (Brit) the hoot [=honk] of a car’s horn 

2 : a loud laugh or call made by a person ■ hoots of laughter ■ 
The announcement was met with hoots of derision/scom. 

3 informal : an amusing person or thing — usually singular ■ 
Your father is a hoot. ■ Wasn’t that a hoot ? 

give a hoot also care a hoot informal : to care at all about 
someone or something — used in negative statements ■ I 
don’t care a hoot about what they say. ■ I don’t give two 
hoots about his problems. 

2 hoot verb hoots; hoot-ed; hoot-ing 

1 [no obj] of an owl : to make a hoot ■ We could hear an owl 
hooting in the woods. 

2 Brit a [no obj] of a horn ; to make a loud sound : honk ■ a 
hooting horn b Brit : to cause (a horn) to hoot [+ obj] The 
people in the cars behind us kept hooting [=(US) honking ] 
their horns, [no obj] I hooted at the car in front of me. 

3 : to call out or laugh loudly [no obj ] The crowd booed and 
hooted when it was announced that the show was canceled. 
[+ obj] The crowd hooted its disapproval. ■ The speaker was 
hooted down by a small group of protesters. [=the protesters 
loudly shouted at the speaker so that the speaker could not 
be heard] ■ The speaker was hooted off the platform by a 
small group of protesters. 

hOOt-er /'huitay noun, pi -ers 

1 [count] : a person or device that hoots 

2 hooters [plural] US, informal + impolite : a woman’s 
breasts 

3 [count] Brit slang : ‘nose 1 ■ He has an enormous hooter. 
hoo-ver /'huiv^/ verb -vers; -vered; -ver-ing Brit : vacu¬ 
um [no obj] I spent the morning hoovering. [+ obj] She 
hoovered the carpet. 

hooves plural of 1 HOOF 
1 hop /'ha:p/ verb hops; hopped; hop-ping 

1 [no obj] : to move by a quick jump or series of jumps ■ He 
hopped over the hot sand. ■ We crossed the stream by hop¬ 
ping from one rock to another. ■ A frog was hopping along 
the edge of the pond. ■ I sprained my ankle and had to hop 
(on one foot) back to the house to get help. 

2 [+ obj ]: to jump over (something) ■ hop a puddle/fence 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] infor¬ 
mal a : to move or go quickly ■ I hopped out of bed, got 
dressed, and headed off to work. ■ I need to hop into the 
shower [=1 need to take a quick shower] before we go. ■ He 
hopped in the car and drove off. ■ She hopped on the train/el¬ 
evator/plane. b : to go from place to place without staying 
long at any one place ■ We spent the evening hopping from 
one night club to another. ■ She’s been hopping from job to 
job for years. 

4 informal a [+ obj] US : to ride on (an airplane, train, etc.) ■ 
She hopped [=took] the first available flight to New York, b 
always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to make 
a short trip especially in an airplane ■ They plan to hop 
down/over to the conference. — see also hopping 

hop it Brit, informal : to go away quickly ■ She told her 
brother to hop it [=beaf it] and leave her alone. 
hop to it informal : to act or move quickly ■ The car was 
ready to leave and he was told to hop to it. 

2 hop noun, pi hops [count] 

fa : a short, quick jump ■ She did a little hop to the left, b 
: the bounce of a ball ■ The shortstop fielded the ball on the 
second hop. 

2 old-fashioned : a social event with dancing ■ a sock hop [=a 
social event of the 1950s in the U.S. at which teenagers 
danced in their socks] 

3 informal a : a short flight in an airplane ■ a hop down to 
Philadelphia b chiefly US : a short trip ■ a quick hop to the 
grocery store 

a hop, skip, and (a) jump informal : a short distance ■ Her 
house is just a hop, skip, and jump from mine. 

- see also hip-hop 

1 hope /'hoop/ verb hopes; hoped; hop-ing : to want some- 
mini to happen or be true and think that it could happen or 
be true [no obj] No one knows yet if anyone survived the 
crash. At this point, we can only hope. ■ “Will you be able to 
come to the party?’’ “I hope so." [=1 want to go to the party 
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but am not sure that I will be able to] ■ “Will you have to miss 
the party?” “I hope not." [=1 do not want to miss the party] 

— often +for ■ He’s hoping for a promotion. ■ An apology is 
the best/most we can hope for. ■ She was hoping for an invita¬ 
tion to the party. ■ She finally got her hoped-for promotion. ■ 
All we can do is hope for the best. [=hope that things will 
turn out as well as possible] [+ obj] She hoped that she would 
be invited to the party. = She hoped to receive an invitation 
to the party. ■ We all hope (that) things will be better soon. = 
We’re all hoping (that) things will be better soon. ■ They hope 
to succeed. • I hope (that) she remembers. ■ I hope you’re 
feeling better soon. ■ That’s what she hoped would happen. ■ 
It is (to be) hoped that the strike will end soon. ■ Let’s hope 
that the strike ends soon. • I hope I haven’t bored you. ■ Ev¬ 
eryone in your family is well, I hope. 

here’s hoping informal — used to say that you hope some¬ 
thing will happen ■ Here’s hoping (that) it doesn’t rain. 
hope against hope : to hope for something when you 
know that it will probably not happen or be true ■ We’re 
hoping against hope that they survived the crash. 

2 hope noun, pi hopes 

1 : the feeling of wanting something to happen and thinking 
that it could happen : a feeling that something good will hap¬ 
pen or be true [ noncount ] When they started their life to¬ 
gether, they were young and full of hope. ■ Rescuers have not 
yet abandoned/lost hope that more survivors will be found. ■ 
The drug has brought/given hope to thousands of sufferers. 
[count] We allowed ourselves to entertain hopes that the cri¬ 
sis would end soon. ■ The goal raised/lifted the hopes of the 
team. ■ The hope is that there will be a settlement soon. ■ The 
lawyers do not want to raise false hopes of an early settle¬ 
ment. ■ Our hopes are fading/dwindling. ■ We had high hopes 
of winning the game. [=we felt we had a very good chance of 
winning the game] ■ You shouldn’t get your hopes up. [=feel 
so hopeful] • She went back to the restaurant with hopes of 
finding her purse there. = She went back to the restaurant 
with the hope of finding her purse there. [=because she 
thought and hoped that she might find her purse there] ■ He 
told them the truth with the hope that they would under¬ 
stand. 

2 [noncount] : the chance that something good will happen ■ 
She believes there’s hope of/for a cure. [=that a cure is possi¬ 
ble] ■ He had little/no hope of attending college. ■ The latest 
reports hold out hope for a possible end to this crisis. ■ They 
have a glimmer/ray of hope [=a small chance] of winning. ■ 
His condition is beyond hope. [=his condition is hopeless] 

3 [singular] : someone or something that may be able to pro¬ 
vide help : someone or something that gives you a reason for 
hoping ■ He’s our last/best hope. • At this point their only 
hope is that someone will offer to buy the company. ■ What 
hope is there for someone like me? 

4 [count] : something that is hoped for ■ All my hopes have 
been fulfilled at last. ■ Our fondest hope is that our children 
will be happy and healthy. ■ We all have hopes and dreams 
for the future. ■ We have great hopes for the coming year. 
fix your hopes on/upon see 'fix 

in (the) hope of/that or in hopes of/that : with the hope 
that something will happen or could happen ■ He returned 
to the crime scene in (the) hope of finding further evidence. 
■ He waited in hopes that she would show up. 
live in hope chiefly Brit : to hope for something when you 
know that it will probably not happen or be true ■ We live 
in hope that there will be some survivors of the crash. 
pin (all) your hopes on see pin on at 2 pin 
hope chest noun, pi ~ chests [count] US, old-fashioned 
: a chest or box in which a young woman keeps things (such 
as silverware and linen) that she will use after she gets mar¬ 
ried 

1 hope-fill /'houpfal/ adj [more most —] 

1 : full of hope ■ The mood is sad rather than hopeful. ■ a 
hopeful message : feeling or showing hope ■ He was hopeful 
that things would get better soon. • I still feel hopeful about 
the future. ■ She is hopeful of winning the race. » a hopeful 
tone of voice 

2 : giving someone feelings of hope ■ There are hopeful signs 
that the crisis may end soon. ■ The movie has a hopeful end¬ 
ing. • Investigators report that there have been some hopeful 
developments in the case. 

— hope-ful-ness noun [noncount] 

2 hopeful noun, pi -fills [count] : a person who hopes to do 
something ■ a presidential hopeful [=a person who hopes to 
become president] ■ young hopefuls in Hollywood 


hope'fuMy /'houpfali/ adv 

1 : in a hopeful manner ■ They gazed up at us hopefully. 

2 : it is hoped : I hope : we hope ■ Hopefully , it won’t rain to¬ 
morrow. [=1 hope that it won’t rain tomorrow] ■ Hopefully , 
things will get better soon. 

hope*less /'hooplas/ *dj [more —; most ~] 

1 : having or feeling no hope ■ He felt confused and hopeless 
after losing his job. 

2 a always used before a noun : unable to be changed ■ She’s 
a hopeless romantic, b informal : unable to be helped or 
improved : very bad ■ We were the most hopeless group of 
golfers you ever saw. • We were hopeless at (playing) golf. 

3 : giving no reason for hope ■ a hopeless situation ■ He’s very 
ill, but his condition isn’t hopeless. 

4 : unable to be solved or done : impossible ■ a hopeless 
problem/task 

— hope-less-ly /'houplasli/ adv ■ He stared hopelessly out 
the window. — used especially to add force to a statement 
■ He’s a hopelessly naive person. • She was hopelessly ad¬ 
dicted to tobacco. ■ They fell hopelessly in love. — hope- 
less-ness noun [noncount] ■ feelings of hopelessness 

hopped—Up /'ha:pt'Ap /adj [more most ~] US, informal 

1 : showing or feeling the effects of a drug ■ a hopped-up ad¬ 
dict ■ She was hopped-up on morphine. 

2 : very energetic or excited ■ hopped-up music ■ The cast 
was hopped-up on opening night. 

3 : having more than usual power ■ a hopped-up [= souped- 
up ] engine 

hop*per /'ha:p a/ noun, pi -pers 

1 [count] : someone or something that hops ■ ( informal ) a job 
hopper [=someone who keeps changing jobs] * The third 
baseman caught a hopper. [=a ball that bounced on the 
ground] 

2 [count] : a container that is used for pouring material (such 
as grain or coal) into a machine or opening 

3 the hopper US a : a box that bills are put into before 
they are considered by a legislature b : a mix of things to 
be considered or done ■ The company has several new prod¬ 
uct ideas in the hopper. 

1 hop-ping /'ha:pir)/ noun [noncount] informal : the activity 
of going from one place to another place of the same kind — 
usually used in combination ■ Every night they went club- 
hopping. [=they went to a number of different clubs every 
night] ■ gallery -hopping ■ bar-hopping 
2 hopping adj, informal : very busy or active ■ The bar was 
hopping. ■ The boss kept me hopping all day. 

3 hopping adv, informal : very or extremely — used in the 
phrase hopping mad ■ Many employees are hopping mad 
over the new contract. 

hop*py /'ha:pi/ adj : having the taste or smell of hops ■ a 
hoppy beer/flavor 

hops /'hcr.ps/ noun [plural] : the dried flowers of a plant that 
are used to give a bitter flavor to beer and ale 
1 hop*SCOtCh /'ha:p,ska:tf/ noun [noncount] : a child’s game 
in which players hop through a series of squares drawn on 
the ground 

2 hopscotch verb -scotch-es; -scotched; -scotch-ing 

[no obj] chiefly US, informal : to move from one place to an¬ 
other ■ The tour hopscotched from city to city. ■ We hop- 
scotched across the country. 

horde /'hoa-d/ noun, pi hordes [count] usually disapproving 
: a large group of people ■ A horde of tourists entered the 
museum. ■ Hordes of reporters were shouting questions. 

[ Do not confuse horde with hoard. ~ ~ | 

ho-ri-ZOIl /ha'raizii/ noun, pi -zons 

1 the horizon : the line where the earth or sea seems to 
meet the sky ■ We sailed toward the horizon. ■ The sun rose 
slowly over/above the eastern horizon. — see color picture 
on page C7 

2 [count] a : the limit or range of a person’s knowledge, un¬ 
derstanding, or experience ■ Reading broadens/expands our 
horizons, b : the limit of what is possible in a particular 
field or activity ■ These discoveries have opened up new hori¬ 
zons in the field of cancer research. 

on the horizon : coming in the near future ■ Scientists be¬ 
lieve that a major breakthrough is on the horizon. 
hor-i-zon-tal /,hor3'za:ntJ/ adj : positioned from side to 
side rather than up and down : parallel to the ground ■ a hor¬ 
izontal line/beam — compare vertical 

— horizontal noun, pi -tals [count] • a design with strong 
horizontals ^horizontal lines or parts] — hor-i-zon-tal-ly 



797 


hormone • horse 


/,hor3'za:ntli/ adv ■ The line extends horizontally. 
hor-mone /‘hoa^moun/ noun, pi -mones [count] : a natu¬ 
ral substance that is produced in the body and that influenc¬ 
es the way the body grows or develops ■ sex hormones • a hor¬ 
mone deficiency 

— hor*mon*al /hoa-'mounj/ adj • hormonal changes 
— hormonally adv ■ hormonally controlled changes 

hormone replacement therapy noun [ noncount\ med¬ 
ical : the use of the hormone estrogen to treat symptoms of 
menopause 

1 horn / , hoa>n/ noun, pi horns 

1 [count] a : one of the hard pointed parts that grows on 
the head of some animals (such as cattle, goats, or sheep) b 
[count] : a hard pointed part that grows on the nose of a rhi¬ 
noceros c [noncount] : the hard material of which horns 
are made ■ utensils made of horn 

2 [count] : something that is shaped like a horn • a saddle 
horn 

3 [count] a : a brass musical instrument (such as a trumpet 
or trombone) —see also English horn, french horn 
b : an instrument made from an animal’s horn that is used 
for music or for producing loud signals 

4 [count] : a device that makes a loud noise • The driver in 
the car behind me blew/honked his horn. — see picture at 

CAR 

5 the horn US slang: Telephone ■ When he heard there 
was trouble, he got on the horn to the police. [=he phoned 
the police] 

blow your own horn or toot your own horn US, informal 
: to talk about yourself or your achievements especially in 
a way that shows that you are proud or too proud ■ We’ve 
had a very successful year, and I think we have a right to 
blow our own horn [={Brit) blow our own trumpet] a little. 
lock horns see 2 lock 

on the horns of a dilemma : in a situation in which you 
have to choose between things that are unpleasant or un¬ 
desirable 

pull in your horns also draw in your horns : to begin to 
behave in a more careful way; especially : to spend or in¬ 
vest money more carefully ■ The bad economic news has 
caused many investors to pull in their horns, 
take the bull by the horns see ‘bull 

— horn dess /‘ho^nlas/ adj ■ a hornless animal 
2 horn verb horns; horned; horn»ing 

horn in [phrasal verb] US, informal + usually disapproving 
: to add your comment or opinion to a conversation or dis¬ 
cussion that you have been listening to ■ Whenever I start 
to talk, he always horns in. — usually + on • He always 
horns in on the conversation. 

homed /•hoand/ adj '• having horns or parts that look like 
horns ■ a homed dinosaur ■ homed cattle ■ a homed owl [=an 
owl that has feathers on its head that look like ears or horns] 
hor-net /'hoanat/ noun, pi -nets [count]: a flying insect that 
has a powerful sting 
hornet’s nest noun [ singular] 

1 : a situation or place in which there are many dangers ■ 
The principal entered the hornet's nest of angry parents. 

2 : an angry reaction ■ His comments stirred up a hornet’s 
nest of angry opposition and criticism. 

horn—rimmed glasses noun [plural] : eyeglasses with 
frames made of a plastic that resembles horn (sense lc) 
horn—rims /'hoa^nmz/ noun [plural] : horn-rimmed 

GLASSES 

horny /'hoa^i/ adj horn-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : made of horn (sense 1 c) or a similar substance ■ a homy 
growth 

2 : hard and tough • homy skin 

3 informal : sexually excited ■ homy teenagers 
horo-scope /’hora^koop/ noun, pi -scopes [count] : ad¬ 
vice and future predictions based on the date of a person’s 
birth and the positions of the stars and planets ■ She checked 
the newspaper for her horoscope. 

hor«ren*dOUS /ha'rendas/ adj [more most --]: very bad 
or unpleasant : horrible ■ horrendous crimes ■ Her taste in 
clothes is horrendous. ■ a horrendous traffic jam 

— hor*ren*dous-ly adv 

hor*ri*ble /'horabal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : causing horror : very shocking and upsetting ■ He suf¬ 
fered a horrible death. ■ The crime scene was too horrible to 
describe. ■ a horrible accident 

2 : very bad or unpleasant ■ a horrible [=disgusting] smell • 
That was a horrible [=terrible, awful] movie. ■ The team had a 


horrible season last year. ■ He realized that he had made a 
horrible mistake. 

— hor*ri*bly /'horabli/ adv ■ He died horribly. ■ He was horri¬ 
bly disfigured in the fire. ■ Something had gone horribly 
wrong. 

hor-rid /‘horad/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : very shocking or bad ■ People there are living in horrid 
conditions. • a horrid [=horrible] crime 

2 : very unpleasant ■ The medicine was horrid. • He’s a horrid 
little man. 

— hor-rid-ly adv 

hor*ri»fiC /hoa'nfik/ adj [more most ~] : causing horror 
or shock • a horrific crime 

— hor*ri-fic-aMy adv • a horrifically brutal murder ■ horrifi¬ 
cally expensive 

hor-ri-fy /'horajai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing [+ obf] : to 
cause (someone) to feel horror or shock : to greatly upset 
and shock (someone) ■ The details of the crime horrified the 
nation. ■ They were horrified by/at the movie’s violence. 

— horrified adj [more most ~] • He was horrified to real¬ 
ize that his comments had been overheard. ■ She had a hor¬ 
rified look on her face. — horrifying adj [more most ~] 
■ a. horrifying experience — hor»ri*fy«ing«ly adv ■ a horrify¬ 
ingly brutal crime 

1 hor»ror /'hora-/ noun, pi -rors 

1 [noncount] : a very strong feeling of fear, dread, and shock 
■ There was a look of horror on her face. ■ He saw to his hor¬ 
ror that he couldn’t escape. [=he was horrified to see that he 
couldn’t escape] ■ The crowd watched in horror as the fire 
spread. 

2 [noncount] : the quality of something that causes feelings 
of fear, dread, and shock : the horrible or shocking quality 
or character of something ■ His friends were shocked by the 
horror o/his death. ■ the horror of war 

3 : something that causes feelings of fear, dread, and shock 
: something that is shocking and horrible [count] His crimes 
were unspeakable horrors. • His memoirs recount the horrors 
of the war. [noncount] tales of horror 

4 [count] chiefly Brit, informal : a child who behaves very 
badly ■ Their children are perfect little horrors'. 

have a horror of : to have a strong dislike for or fear of 
(something) • Some students seem to have a horror of using 
the dictionary. ■ Like many teenagers, she has a horror of 
being seen in public with her parents. ■ He has a horror of 
being caught unprepared. 

horror of horrors informal + humorous — used to describe 
something as shocking or horrible ■ There was no televi¬ 
sion at the cabin, so— horror of horrors'. —we had to spend 
the evenings reading books and playing board games. 
shock horror see 3 shock 

2 horror adj, always used before a noun : intended to cause 
feelings of fear or horror ■ a horror movie ■ He writes horror 
novels. 

horror show noun, pi ~ shows [count] informal : some¬ 
thing that is difficult to deal with or watch because it is so 
bad, unpleasant, etc. ■ The trial has been a horror show. 
horror Story noun, pi ~ -ries [count] informal 

1 : a story about an actual event or experience that is very 
unpleasant ■ We’ve all heard horror stories about airlines los¬ 
ing people’s luggage. 

2 : an experience that is very unpleasant ■ Her childhood 
was a horror story. 

hors d’oeuvre /oa'dav/ noun, pi hors d’oeuvres [count] 
: a food served in small portions before the main part of a 
meal ■ a tray of assorted hors d'oeuvres 
1 horse /'hoa^/ noun, pi hors-es 

1 [count] ; a large animal that is used for riding and for car¬ 
rying and pulling things ■ ride/mount a horse — often used 
before another noun ■ a horse farm ■ horse people [^people 
who raise or have a special interest in horses] — compare 
COLT, FILLY, FOAL, GELDING, MARE, PONY, STALLION; see 
also QUARTER HORSE, RACEHORSE, WORKHORSE 

2 [count] a : a frame used to support a piece of wood while 
it is being cut with a saw : sawhorse b : a large piece of 
equipment used in gymnastics : pommel horse 

3 horses [plural] informal a US : horsepower ■ a car 
with 275 horses b the horses : horse races ■ He lost a lot of 
money on the horses. 

4 [count] US, informal : an athlete who is strong and who 
helps a team to win — usually plural ■ a team with the horses 
to win the pennant [=a team with the good players needed to 
win the pennant] 
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a horse of a different color chiefly US, itiformal : a very 
different thing or issue ■ That’s what we’ll do when he gets 
here. But if he doesn’t show up ... well, that’s a horse of a 
different color. 

beat a dead horse ( chiefly US) or flog a dead horse infor¬ 
mal 1 : to keep talking about a subject that has already 
been discussed or decided ■ I don’t mean to beat a dead 
horse , but I still don’t understand what happened. 2 : to 
waste time and effort trying to do something that is impos¬ 
sible • Is it just beating a dead horse to ask for another re¬ 
count of the votes? 

change horses in midstream : to choose a different leader 
or policy during a time when serious problems are being 
dealt with • a politician whose slogan for reelection is 
“Don’t change horses in midstream ” 
eat a horse informal ❖ Someone who is very hungry can be 
described as being hungry enough to eat a horse. ■ I didn’t 
eat today and now I’m so hungry I could eat a horse, 
from the horse’s mouth informal, of information : from the 
original source or person and therefore thought to be true 
■ I know it’s hard to believe but I heard it (straight) from 
the horse's mouth. 

hold your horses informal — used to tell someone to slow 
down, stop, or wait for a short time ■ “Hurry up. We need 
to get going.” “ Hold your horses. I’ll be ready in a minute.” 
look a gift horse in the mouth : to look in a critical way at 
something that has been given to you ■ I noticed the guitar 
wasn’t made of real wood, but I didn’t say anything be¬ 
cause you shouldn’t look a gift horse in the mouth, 
put the cart before the horse see *cart 
the wrong horse <*■ If you choose/pick/back (etc.) the 
wrong horse , you choose or support someone or something 
that is not successful. • The company has been losing mon¬ 
ey, and many investors are beginning to feel that they may 
have backed the wrong horse. 

- see also charley horse, dark horse, high horse, 

HOBBYHORSE, ONE-HORSE, ROCKING HORSE, SEA 
HORSE, STALKING HORSE, TROJAN HORSE 

2 horse verb horses; horsed; hors-ing 

horse around or Brit horse about \phrasal verb] informal 
: to play in a rough or loud way : to engage in horseplay * 
They were horsing around instead of studying. ■ He horsed 
around with the kids for a while. 

1 horse*back /'hoa-Sibaek/ noun 

on horseback : on the back of a horse ■ Before the inven¬ 
tion of the automobile, people often traveled on horseback. 
[=they traveled by riding horses] 

2 horseback adj, always used before a noun : on the back of a 
horse ■ a horseback rider [=a person riding on a horse] ■ Do 
you enjoy horseback riding ? [=the activity of riding horses] 

— horseback adv, chiefly US • riding horseback 

horse chestnut noun, pi ~ -nuts [count] : a tree with 
flowers that grow in large bunches and large brown seeds; 


also : the seed of a horse chestnut tree 
horse-drawn adj : pulled by a horse or by a group of hors¬ 
es ■ a horse-drawn carriage 

horse-feath*ers /'hoa , s,fe5a‘z/ noun [noncount] US, old- 
fashioned slang : foolish or untrue words : nonsense • He 
thought the story was a lot of horsefeathers. 
horse-fly /'hoas,flai/ noun, pi -flies [count] : a type of large 
biting fly 

horse-hair /'hoa^heaV noun [noncount ] : hair from the 
mane or tail of a horse 

— horsehair ad) ■ horsehair fabric • a horsehair couch/sofa 
[=a couch/sofa filled with horsehair] 

horse laugh noun, pi ~ laughs [count] informal : a loud 
laugh 

horse-man /'hoa-sman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] 

1 : a person (especially a man) who rides horses ■ a skillful 
horseman 

2 : a person (especially a man) who breeds or raises horses 

— compare horsewoman 

— horse*man-ship /'hoasmanjip/ noun [noncount] ■ a 
camp where children learn horsemanship [=leam how to 
ride horses] 

horse opera noun, pi ~~ -eras [count] chiefly US, old- 
fashioned : ^western • the star of many horse operas 
horse-play /'hoa^plei/ noun [noncount] : rough or loud 
play : energetic and noisy playful activity ■ The lamp got 
broken when the kids were engaging in a little horseplay. 
horse-pow-er /'hoa^pawa 1 / noun, pi horsepower : a 
unit used to measure the power of engines [noncount] We 
need an engine with greater/more horsepower. [=a more 
powerful engine] [count] an engine with 200 horsepower — 
often used figuratively ■ intellectual horsepower 
horse race noun, pi ~ races [count] 

1 : an event in which horses race and people bet on which 
horse will win 

2 chiefly US : a close contest ■ The election is sure to become 
a horse race by early summer. 

— horse-rac-ing /'hoa^reisio/ noun [noncount] • He lost a 
lot of money betting on horseracing. 

horse-rad-ish /'hoa-s^aedif/ noun, pi '-ish«es 

1 [count] : a tall plant whose root is used for making a sauce 

2 [noncount] : a strong sauce made from the root of the 
horseradish plant — often used before another noun ■ a 
spicy horseradish sauce 

horse’s ass noun, pi ~ asses [count] US, informal + impo¬ 
lite : a very stupid or foolish person : ass • She angrily told 
him to stop acting like a horse’s ass. 
horse sense noun [noncount] informal : the ability to 
make good judgments or decisions : common sense • He 
credits his success to good old-fashioned horse sense. 
horse-Shit /'hoa^/it/ noun [noncount] US. informal + offen¬ 
sive : NONSENSE, BULLSHIT 
horse-shoe /'hoa-sju:/ noun, pi -shoes 
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1 [count] a : a U-shaped band of iron 
nailed to the bottom of a horse’s hoof as 
a shoe b : something shaped like a 
horseshoe ■ The lake was a horseshoe sur¬ 
rounded by tall pine trees. 

2 horseshoes [plural] US : a game in 
which players try to get horseshoes 
around a stake in the ground by throw¬ 
ing them at the stake from a certain dis- horseshoe 
tance 

horse show noun, pi —■ shows [count] : an event where 
people bring horses to compete against one another 
horse trade noun, pi ~ trades [count] : a clever and often 
secret agreement made by powerful people who are usually 
trying to get an advantage over others ■ a political horse trade 

— horse trader noun, pi ~ -ers [count] • a politician who is 
known as a clever horse trader — horse trading noun 
[noncount] • political horse trading 

horse-whip /‘hoa^wip/ verb -whips; -whipped; -whip¬ 
ping [+ obj] : to hit (someone) with a whip ■ He thinks that 
any government official who steals public money should be 
horsewhipped. 

horse-wom-an /‘hoa^woman/ noun, pi -wom*en 

/-jWiman/ [count] 

1 : a woman who rides horses 

2 : a woman who breeds or manages horses — compare 
HORSEMAN 

hors-ey or horsy /'hoa-si/ adj hors-i-er, -est 

1 : of, relating to, or involved with horses ■ horsey people 
[=people who own or are interested in horses] ■ a horsey fam¬ 
ily 

2 : suggesting a horse or horses ■ a horsey face 
hor-ti-cul-ture /'hoa^kAltfa 1 / noun [noncount] : the sci¬ 
ence of growing fruits, vegetables, and flowers — compare 
AGRICULTURE 

— hor*ti-cul*tur*al /.hoato'kAltfaral/ adj ■ horticultural 
books — hor»ti»cul»tur-ist /.hoato'kAltfbnst/ or chiefly 
Brit hor-ti-cul-tur-al-ist /.hoa^a'kAltfrahst/ noun, pi 
-ists [count] ■ They had several horticulturists on staff to 
care for the orchard. 

hO-san*na /hou'zsena, hou'zaina/ noun, pi -nas [count]: an 
expression of enthusiastic praise ■ The book was met with 
hearty hosannas from literary critics. [=literary critics 
praised the book enthusiastically] — sometimes used as an 
interjection ■ Hosanna in the highest! 

1 hose /'houz/ noun 

1 pi hos*es : a long, usually rubber tube that liquids or gas¬ 
es can flow through [count] There are several hoses stored in 
the shed. ■ a fire hose [=a hose used to spray water on a fire] ■ 
a garden hose [=a hose used to water a garden] [noncount] 
We need another 50 feet of hose. — see pictures at garden¬ 
ing, SCUBA DIVING 

2 hose [plural] : clothes (such as stockings, socks, and 


pantyhose) that are worn on the legs and feet ■ women’s hose 

— called also hosiery 

2 hose verb hos*es; hosed; hos-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to spray or wash (something) with water from a hose — 
usually + down or off ■ At the end of the day he hosed down / 
off the sidewalk outside his shop. 

2 US slang : to cheat or trick (someone) ■ We got hosed. 
hose*pipe /'houz,paip/ noun, pi -pipes [count] Brit 

: l HOSE 1 

ho-siery /'hou33ri, Brit 'hauzjari/ noun [noncount]: ‘hose 2 
■ a shop that sells hosiery 
hoS’pice /'haispas/ noun, pi -pic-es [count] 

1 : a place that provides care for people who are dying ■ She 
chose to go to a hospice instead of a hospital. — often used 
before another noun ■ He was placed in hospice care for the 
last three months of his life. ■ a hospice program 

2 somewhat old-fashioned : a place where travelers can stay 
: inn; especially : an inn kept by people in a religious organi¬ 
zation 

hoS*pi*ta*ble /ha'spitabal, 'haispitabal/ adj [more most 
~] 

1 : generous and friendly to guests or visitors ■ The people of 
that country are very hospitable. — often + to ■ ITiey were 
very hospitable to their guests. — opposite inhospitable 

2 : having an environment where plants, animals, or people 
can live or grow easily ■ It’s a hearty plant that grows in even 
the least hospitable climates. ■ elderly people moving to Flor¬ 
ida for its hospitable climate — often + to ■ The climate here 
is hospitable to many species. — opposite inhospitable 

3 : ready or willing to accept or consider something — usu¬ 
ally + to ■ a person/company known for being hospitable 
[=open] to new ideas 

— hos-pi-ta-bly /ha'spitabli, 'haispitabli/ adv • Their guests 
are always treated hospitably. 

hOS«pi«tal /'ha:spit]/ noun, pi -tals [count] : a place where 
sick or Injured people are given care or treatment and where 
children are often bom ■ (US) She’s in the hospital. = (Brit) 
She’s in hospital. • (US) She was admitted to the hospital yes¬ 
terday. = (Brit) She was admitted to hospital yesterday. [=she 
was hospitalized yesterday] ■ (US) She’ll be discharged from 
the hospital tomorrow. = (Brit) She’ll be discharged from 
hospital tomorrow. — often used before another noun • hos¬ 
pital beds ■ a hospital gown 
hoS*pi*tal-i*ty /.haispa'tselati/ noun [noncount] 

1 : generous and friendly treatment of visitors and guests 
: hospitable treatment ■ It was refreshing to be met with such 
hospitality after our long journey. 

2 : the activity of providing food, drinks, etc. for people who 
are the guests or customers of an organization — often used 
before another noun ■ a job in the hospitality business/indus¬ 
try ■ entertaining potential clients in a hospitality suite 

hos-pi-tal-ize also Brit hos-pi-tal-ise /'ha:spit3,laiz/ verb 
-iz-es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] : to place (someone) in a hospi- 
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tal for care or treatment ■ The doctor wants to hospitalize her 
for a few days so that he can run some tests. — usually used 
as (be) hospitalized ■ He was hospitalized after the accident. 

- hos«pi-tal-i«za-tion also Brit hos*pi*tal-i*sa*tion 
/ihaispitala'zeijan, Brit .haispita.lai'zeijan/ noun, pi 
-tions [count] He was released after a brief hospitaliza¬ 
tion. [noncount] Her injuries were not serious enough to 
require hospitalization. 

1 host /'houst/ noun, pi hosts [count] 

1 : a person (especially a man) who is entertaining guests so¬ 
cially or as a job ■ We were greeted at the front door by our 
host. — compare hostess 

2 : a person who talks to guests on a television or radio show 
■ He/she is the host of the talk show. ■ a game-show host 

3 : an animal or plant in which another animal or plant lives 
and gets its food or protection ■ A tick can often carry diseas¬ 
es, making it a danger to its hosts. • a human host — compare 

PARASITE 1 

play host to 4- A place or organization that plays host to an 
event (such as a meeting or convention) provides the 
things that are needed for that event. ■ Each year, the city 
plays host to [=hosts] the film festival for one week. ■ The 
mall was playing host to [=hosting] an auto show. 

- compare 3 host 

2 hOSt verb hosts; host*ed; host-ing [+ obj] : to be the host 
for (a social event, a group of people, etc.) ■ He/she is going 
to host the music awards. ■ They hosted a dinner party on 
Saturday. 

3 hOSt noun, pi hosts [count] : a great amount or number • a 
(whole) host of options — compare ‘host 
Host /'houst/ noun 

the Host: a round, thin piece of bread used in the Christian 
Communion ceremony 

hostage /'ha:sticfe/ noun, pi -tag*es [count] : a person who 
is captured by someone who demands that certain things be 
done before the captured person is freed ■ The terrorists de¬ 
manded a plane and a pilot in exchange for the hostages. ■ 
The hostage crisis is now entering its second week. ■ The pas¬ 
sengers were taken hostage. ■ They were held hostage for 
several days. — sometimes used figuratively • a neighbor¬ 
hood being held hostage to fear [=a neighborhood controlled 
or dominated by fear] 

a hostage to fortune In British English, a hostage to for¬ 
tune is something (such as a promise or an action) that 
someone has made or done that may cause problems in the 
future. In U.S. English, this phrase is much less common 
and is usually understood to mean a person whose future 
success or failure is controlled by luck or fortune. 
hOS*tel /'haistj/ noun, pi -tels [count] 

1 : an inexpensive place for usually young travelers to stay 
overnight — called also youth hostel 

2 Brit ; a shelter for homeless people 

hOS’tel*ry /'haistjri/ noun, pi -ries [count] old-fashioned 
: an inn, pub, or hotel 

hOSt*ess /'houstas/ noun, pi -ess«es [count] 

1 : a woman who is entertaining guests socially or as a job ■ 
We were greeted by our hostess. — compare host 

2 : a woman whose job it is to greet and help people in a res¬ 
taurant or on an airplane or ship 

3 : a woman who talks to guests on a television or radio 
show ■ She’s the hostess of a popular talk show. 

hos-tile /'haistj, 'hai.st^jal/ac# [more most ~] 

1 : of or relating to an enemy • They were entering hostile 
territory. ■ hostile [-enemy] troops 

2 : not friendly : having or showing unfriendly feelings ■ a 
hostile atmosphere/expression ■ Her suggestions were given a 
hostile reception. ■ hostile behavior ■ an openly hostile critic ■ 
It was a small town that was hostile to/toward outsiders. • a 
hostile witness [=a witness in a legal case who supports the 
opposing side) 

3 : unpleasant or harsh ■ The camel is specially adapted to its 
hostile desert habitat. ■ a hostile workplace 

4 business : involving an attempt to buy a company from 
people who do not want to sell it ■ a hostile takeover 

hOS*til*i*ty /ha'stilati/ noun, pi -ties 
t [noncount] : an unfriendly or hostile state, attitude, or ac¬ 
tion ■ They were both glad to have gotten through the di¬ 
vorce proceedings without any visible signs of hostility. ■ The 
townspeople showed open hostility to/toward outsiders. 

2 hostilities [plural] formal : acts of fighting in a war ■ Peace 
talks were stalled after recent hostilities. ■ Both sides are call¬ 
ing for a cessation of hostilities. 


1 hOt /'hcr.t/ adj hot-ter; hottest 

“Ta : having a high temperature • hot August nights ■ hot and 
humid weather ■ taking a hot bath/shower ■ a hot climate/ 
country "It is/gets hot in the summer and cold in the winter. 
• The baked potatoes were too hot to handle with our bare 
hands. ■ We worked all afternoon in/under the hot sun. ■ The 
chicken was fried in hot oil. ■ Your forehead feels hot. I think 
you might have a fever. • a blazing/sizzling/steaming hot af¬ 
ternoon ■ boiling/buming/fiery hot — see also red-hot, 
white-hot b : having a feeling of high body heat ■ I was 
feeling hot and tired, c of food or drink : heated to a hot or 
warm temperature : served at a hot or warm temperature ■ 
hot cereal ■ a hot meal ■ a selection of hot beverages — see 
also PIPING HOT 

2 informal a : currently liked or wanted by many people ■ 
The new toys are so hot that stores can’t keep them in stock. 

■ a hot new restaurant • He’s considered a hot [= appealing, de¬ 
sirable] prospect.: currently very active or strong • Her new 
book is a hot seller. • She spoke about the latest hot trends in 
the computer industry. : currently causing a lot of interest 
or discussion ■ reporters pursuing a hot story • a hot concept/ 
idea ■ His decision has been a hot topic of conversation. 
Something or someone that is a hot commodity/item/proper¬ 
ty is currently very valuable or popular. * Exotic mushrooms 
are a hot commodity. • The success of her latest movie has 
made her a hot property in Hollywood. ■ Computer games are 
a hot item in stores this year, b : very good — usually used 
in negative statements ■ I don’t think that’s such a hot idea. 
[=1 don’t think it’s a good idea] ■ He came home early be¬ 
cause he wasn’t feeling too hot. [=he wasn’t feeling well] ■ 
Things aren’t looking so hot at this point, c : having a peri¬ 
od of unusual success or good luck ■ The team has been hot 
recently. = The team has recently been on a hot streak. [=the 
team has been winning a lot recently] • When you’re hot, 
you’re hot. [=when you are having good luck, you keep win¬ 
ning or succeeding repeatedly] 

3 a : marked by anger or strong feelings • a hot [=heated] ar¬ 
gument ■ His decision has been a topic of hot debate. ■ This is 
an area of hot dispute. An issue or topic that is too hot to 
handle causes so much anger or controversy that people 
avoid discussing or dealing with it. b always used before a 
noun : easily excited or angered ■ He’s known for his hot 
[=bad] temper, c : angry ■ He was starting to get pretty 
hot about the delays. ■ You shouldn’t allow these little delays 
to get you all hot and bothered. [=to make you angry and up¬ 
set] — see also hot under the collar (below) 

4 of food : having a spicy or peppery flavor ■ hot chilis ■ hot 
sauce/mustard ■ Do you prefer your curry hot or mild? 

5 informal a : sexually excited by or interested in someone 
— +for ■ Everyone knows she’s hot for the new guy in her of¬ 
fice. b : sexually attractive ■ The girl he’s dating is really 
hot. ■ He was voted the hottest [=sexiest] actor in Hollywood. 
C : exciting in a sexual or romantic way ■ He’s nervous be¬ 
cause he has a hot date tonight, d of sex : very intense or 
exciting ■ hot sex e : eager — usually followed by to + verb 

■ She’s hot to party. — sometimes +for ■ The students are hot 
for reform. 

6 music : having an exciting rhythm ■ hot jazz 

7 informal : very strong or determined ■ We’re going to face 
some hot competition. 

8 : newly made : fresh and warm ■ bread hot from the oven 

Something, such as a story or book, that is hot off the 
press has just recently been completed, published, or print¬ 
ed. • His new book is hot off the press. 

9 : following closely • The police are in hot pursuit of the es¬ 
caped convicts. [=the police are chasing the convicts and are 
close to catching them] To be hot on the heels of or hot on 
the trail of someone is to be chasing someone very closely. ■ 
The escaped convicts are heading south, but the police are 
hot on their heels. ■ The police are hot on the trail of the es¬ 
caped convicts. To be/follow/come hot on the heels of some¬ 
thing is to come or happen immediately or very soon after 
something. ■ Their second album is coming hot on the heels of 
the first. To be hot on the trail of something is to be very close 
to doing, finding, or getting something. ■ The company says 
it is hot on the trail of a new cancer treatment. 

10 : very bright ■ hot colors ■ hot pink 

11 : carrying electric current ■ The black wire is hot. 

12 informal : recently stolen ■ hot jewels 

13 informal : dangerous and difficult: difficult to deal with 
because of danger ■ criminals who leave town when things 
get hot [=when there is too much danger that they will be 
caught by the police] 
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blow hot and cold see ‘blow 

hot and heavy informal : sexually intense, active, or excit¬ 
ing ■ They have a very hot and heavy relationship. 
hot on informal : strongly favoring or liking (something) ■ 
The company president is very hot on [-big on] the idea of 
developing new products. 

hot tip informal : a valuable piece of information about 
something (such as the stock market or a horse race) that 
can help someone get money or an advantage 
hot to trot informal: very eager to have sex • a movie about 
a couple of college students who are hot to trot 
hot under the collar informal: angry or upset ■ He tends to 
get a little hot under the collar when his wife keeps him 
waiting. 

like a hot knife through butter see ‘knife 
strike while the iron is hot see ‘strike 

— hotdy adv ■ a hotly contested election ■ a hotly debated is¬ 
sue ■ He hotly denied any involvement in the controversy. 
— hot*ness noun [noncount] ■ the hotness [=spiciness] of 
the pepper 

2 hot verb hots; hot*ted; hot-ting 

hot up [phrasal verb] Brit : to become more intense or lively ■ 
The controversy has hotted up [=heated up] again, 
hot air noun [noncount] informal : talk that is meant to 
sound important but does not mean very much • She’s full of 
hot air. 

hot-air balloon noun, pi ~~ -loons [count] : a large bal¬ 
loon that is filled with heated air and that floats in the sky 
with a basket underneath for people to ride in 
hot-bed /'ha:t,bEd/ noun, pi -beds [count] : a place where 
something grows or develops easily : a place where some¬ 
thing happens very commonly ■ The neighborhood has be¬ 
come a hotbed of crime. [=a place where many crimes occur] 
■ a hotbed of research ■ a hotbed of political unrest 
hot—blood>ed /'hait'blAdad/ adj [more most —] : be¬ 
coming angry or excited very easily ■ a hot-blooded young 
man 

hot button noun, pi ~ -tons [count] : an issue that causes 
people to feel strong emotions (such as anger) and to argue 
with each other ■ The film is considered very controversial 
for all the hot buttons it pushes. ■ a political hot button 

— hot—button adj, always used before a noun ■ The budget is 
a real hot-button issue right now. 

hot*cake /*ha:t,keik/ noun, pi -cakes [count] chiefly US 

: PANCAKE 

like hotcakes informal : at a very fast rate : very quickly ■ 
The new record is selling/going like hotcakes. 
hot chocolate noun, pi ~ -lates [count, noncount] : a hot 
drink that is chocolate-flavored ■ a cup of hot chocolate — 
called also hot cocoa 

hotch-potch /'ha:tf,pa:tf/ noun [singular] Brit : hodge¬ 
podge 

hot dog /'ha:t,da:g/ noun, pi ~ dogs [count] 

1 : a small cooked sausage that is mild in flavor and is usual¬ 
ly served in a long roll (called a hot dog bun) 

2 US, informal : a person (such as an athlete) who performs 
or plays in a way that is meant to attract attention : a person 
who hotdogs ■ The other players on the team don’t like him 
because he’s such a hot dog. 

3 US, old-fashioned + humorous — used to express approval 
or pleasure ■ “She said we could go!" “ Hot dog\ ” 

hot-dog /'ha:t,da:g/ verb -dogs; -dogged; -dog*ging [no 
obj] US, informal : to perform or play in a way that is meant 
to attract attention ■ hotdogging skiers ■ His opponents have 
accused him of hotdogging after he scores a touchdown. 

— hot-dog-ger /'ha^daga*/ noun, pi -ers [count] ■ They’ve 
accused him of being a hotdogger. [=hot dog] 

ho-tel /hou'tcl/ noun, pi -tels [count] : a place that has 
rooms in which people can stay especially when they are 
traveling : a place that provides food, lodging, and other ser¬ 
vices for paying guests ■ check into a hotel ■ check out of a 
hotel 

ho-tel-i-er /hou'tclja 1 / noun, pi -iers [count]: a person who 
owns or operates a hotel 

hot flash noun, pi ~ flashes [count] US : a sudden brief 
hot feeling experienced especially by women during meno¬ 
pause 

hot flush noun, pi ~ flushes [count] Brit : hot flash 
hot-foot /'ha:t,fot/ verb -foots; -foot*ed; -footing [no 

obj] informal: to go quickly — usually + it ■ We had to hot¬ 
foot it [-hurry] back home to get there in time for dinner. 


hot-head /'ha:t,hed/ noun, pi -heads [count] informal : a 
person who gets angry easily : a hotheaded person ■ Working 
on the project with such a hothead has been unpleasant. 
hot*head*ed /'hait'hected/ ad) [more most ~] informal 
: easily angered ■ a hotheaded boss; also : very angry ■ He 
wrote a hot-headed letter. 

hot-house /'ha:t,haus/ noun, pi -hous*es [count] : a heat¬ 
ed building used for growing plants — compare green¬ 
house 

— hothouse adj, always used before a noun ■ hothouse toma¬ 
toes [=tomatoes grown in a hothouse] 
hot line noun, pi ~ lines [count] 

1 : a telephone service for the public to use to get help in 
emergencies • a suicide prevention hot line 

2 : a telephone connection that allows leaders of different 
countries to talk to each other directly and that is always 
kept ready for use • They set up a hot line between Washing¬ 
ton and Moscow. 

hot pants noun [plural] : very short and tight shorts for 
women 

hot plate noun, pi ~ plates [count] : a small portable de¬ 
vice with a metal plate used for cooking or heating food 
hot pot noun, pi ~ pots [count, noncount] chiefly Brit : a 
mixture of meat and vegetables cooked together with liquid 
in a single pot 

hot potato noun, pi ~ -toes [count] informal : an issue or 
question about which people have different opinions and 
feel very strongly ■ He tried to avoid taking a strong stand on 
political hot potatoes like abortion, 
hot rod noun, pi ~ rods [count] informal : a car that has 
been changed so that it can be driven and raced at very fast 
speeds 

hots /'ha:ts/ noun 

the hots informal : strong feelings of sexual attraction for 
someone ■ Eveiyone knows she has the hots for the new 
guy in her office. [=she is very attracted to the new guy in 
her office] 
hot Seat noun 

the hot seat: the position of someone who is in trouble or 
is being asked many difficult or embarrassing questions ■ 
When the company ran into financial trouble, it was the 
accountant who found herself in the hot seat. 
hot-shot /'haitjait/ noun, pi -shots [count] informal : a 
talented and successful person • The company has hired a 
couple of young hotshots to revamp its advertising campaign. 
: someone who is successful or skillful in a showy or flashy 
way ■ That guy thinks he’s a real hotshot. — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ They’ve hired a hotshot lawyer, 
hot Spot noun, pi ~ spots [count] informal 

1 : a very popular or active place ■ The new restaurant is the 
latest hot spot in town. ■ a vacation hot spot 

2 : a place where there is much danger or fighting ■ This part 
of the country is a hot spot of rebel activity. ■ a global hotspot 
[=an area in the world where war is possible or likely] 

hot spring noun, pi ~ springs [count] : a place where hot 
water flows out of the ground — usually plural ■ We hiked to 
the hot springs. 

hot stuff noun [noncount] informal 

1 : someone or something that is unusually good or popular 
■ I remember when that guy was hot stuff. [=1 remember 
when he was very popular] • His music was hot stuff back in 
those days. 

2 : a person who is considered hot (sense 5b) : a sexually at¬ 
tractive person ■ The new guy in her office is hot stuff. 

hot—tem-pered /'hait'temp &d/ adj [more most ~]: be¬ 
coming angry very easily : having or showing a hot temper ■ 
a hot-tempered political activist ■ a hot-tempered reply 
hot ticket noun, pi ~ -ets [count] US, informal : someone 
or something that is very popular ■ The musical is this sea¬ 
son’s hot ticket. ■ She’s a hot ticket on the lecture circuit, 
hot-tie /'ha:ti/ noun, pi -ties [count] informal : a sexually at¬ 
tractive person ■ His girlfriend is a real hottie. 
hot tub noun, pi ~ tubs [count] : a large tub of hot water in 
which people sit to relax or spend time together 
hot water noun [noncount] informal : a difficult situation 
: trouble — used with in or into • He’s in hot water [=in 
trouble] with the IRS for failing to report his income. ■ The 
book got her into hot water with people on both sides of the 
issue. [=the book made people on both sides of the issue an¬ 
gry at her] 

hot—water bottle noun, pi ~ bottles [count] : a rubber 
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container that is filled with hot water and used to warm a 
bed or a part of your body 

hot—Wire /'ha:t,waj>/ verb -wires; -wired; -wining [+ obj\ 
informal : to start (a car or the engine of a car) by connect¬ 
ing wires in the electrical system without using a key ■ His 
car was stolen when somebody broke a window and hot¬ 
wired the engine. 

1 hound /'haond/ noun, pi hounds [count] 

1 ; a dog; especially : a type of dog that has a very good sense 
of smell and is trained to hunt 

2 : a person who is very determined to get something espe- 

cially for a collection : a very enthusiastic collector ■ auto¬ 
graph hounds „ 

2 hound verb hounds; hound-ed; hound-ing (+ <>hf\ : lo 
chase or bother (someone or something) in a constant or de¬ 
termined way • He is being hounded by the press. ■ They 
hounded me with questions. ■ They hounded me for my auto¬ 
graph. ■ hound a politician out of office 
hour /'away noun, pi hours 

[count] : one of the 24 equal parts of a day ; 60 minutes ■ 
She wasn’t supposed to eat for six hours before the opera¬ 
tion. ■ You’ll be paid by the hour for/on this job. ■ The job 
pays ten dollars an hour. • We’ve been waiting (for) an hour. • 
She exercises for a full/good/solid hour every day. ■ He prac¬ 
ticed the piano for hours at a time. = He spent hours practic¬ 
ing the piano. ■ She was half an hour late. ■ They arrived a 
few hours later. ■ A project like that can take hours (to fin¬ 
ish). ■ The project required long/endless hours of work. • He 
spent all his waking hours [=all of the hours in the day that 
he was awake] working on the project. ■ (Brit) She has been 
working all the hours God sends. [=she has been working 
very long hours] ■ He’s counting the hours until his retire¬ 
ment. [=he is waiting eagerly for his retirement] ■ We talked 
for hours and hours. = We talked for hours on end. = We 
talked for many hours. • She grew more nervous with each 
passing hour. [=as each hour passed] ■ The mood changed 
from hour to hour. — see also half hour, quarter hour 

2 [count] a : the time shown on a clock or watch ■ The hour 
[-time] is half past ten. [=10:30] ■ We arrived just as the clock 
struck the hour. [=we arrived at exactly 12:00, 1:00, 2:00, etc.] 

■ (US) The program is scheduled to start at the top of the 
hour. [=at the beginning of the hour, at 12:00, 1:00, 2:00, etc.] 

■ The next train will leave on the hour. [=at the beginning of 
the next hour] ■ Trains leave the station every hour on the 
hour. [=at the beginning of each hour, at 12:00, 1:00, 2:00, 
etc.] ■ Trains leave the station every hour at ten minutes be¬ 
fore the hour. [=trains leave at 12:50 (10 minutes to one), 1:50 
(ten minutes to two), etc.] ■ Trains leave every hour at ten 
minutes past the hour. = (chiefly US) Trains leave every hour 
at ten minutes after the hour. [=trains leave at 1:10,2:10, etc.] 
b : a particular time during the day ■ a late hour • What are 
you doing here at this hour ? [=why are you here at such a 
late hour?] ■ at the midnight hour [=at midnight] ■ These ani¬ 
mals are most active in the hour just before sunrise. ■ You 
can call me at any hour of the day or night. ■ People began 
arriving in the early hours of the morning. ■ The park is open 
during daylight hours. ■ We arrived at the appointed hour. 
[=we arrived at the time that had been agreed upon] ■ They 
serve breakfast at all hours. = They serve breakfast at any 
hour. [=at any time of day] ■ These animals are active at all 
hours of the day. ^throughout the day] ■ They were up till/ 
until all hours. [=they were up very late] ■ The store is open 
twenty-four hours a day. [=the store is open all day and 
night] The wee/small/early hours are the very early hours 
of the morning. ■ They studied into the wee hours. ■ The ne¬ 
gotiations lasted into the small hours (of the morning). 

3 a [count]: the time of a specified activity ■ She likes to go 
for a walk during her lunch hour. ■ thebreakfast/dinner/iour 
• the cocktail hour —see also ELEVENTH HOUR, HAPPY 
hour, rush hour, zero hour b [count] : a particular 
time or period of time ■ The hour of reckoning had come. 
[=the moment of truth had come; the time when something 
would be decided had come] ■ They helped us in our hour of 
need. [=the time when we were most in need of help] The 
man/woman (etc.) of the hour is a person who is being hon¬ 
ored or praised or who is enjoying success at a particular 
time. ■ The success of his latest film has made him the man of 
the hour in Hollywood. -$■ Someone’s or something’s darkest 
hour is a time of great trouble or danger. ■ They helped us in 
our darkest hour. ^ Someone’s or something’s finest hour is 
a time of great success, courage, or heroism. ■ The troops tri¬ 
umphed in our country’s finest hour, c hours [plural] : a 
time scheduled or used for a particular purpose or activity ■ 


School hours are from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. ■ She works regular/ 
normal hours. [=she works a regular schedule; she works 
during the day on Monday through Friday] ■ She has been 
working longer hours. [=she has been working for more 
hours than usual each day] ■ Visiting hours on this hospital 
ward are between 2 p.m. and 6 p.m. • Personal phone calls 
are not allowed during business/office hours. • He enjoys 
reading and relaxing in his off hours. [=the time when he is 
not working] ■ We keep early hours out here in the country. 
[=we go to bed early] ■ She has been keeping late hours at the 
office. [=she has been working late] 

4 [count] : the distance that can be traveled in an hour ■ She 
lives two hours away. ■ Her house is two hours north of here. 

■ Her house is two hours’ drive from here. = Her house is a 
two-hour drive from here. 

5 hours [plural] — used to refer to time when time is being 
measured on a 24-hour clock • In the military, 4:00 p.m. is 
called 1600 hours. 

after hours or Brit out of hours : after the regular hours of 
work or operation ■ The professor gave out his phone 
number so students could reach him after hours, 
an/per hour — used in measurements that describe the 
speed of something ■ The speed limit is 65 miles per hour. ■ 
a fastball thrown at 88 miles an hour 
hour-glass /’awa^lses, Brit 'aw3,gla:s/ noun, pi -glass>es 
[count] : a device for measuring time An hourglass is a 
glass container with an upper part and a lower part connect¬ 
ed by a narrow opening. The upper part contains sand which 
flows into the lower part in a specified amount of time (such 
as an hour). 

— hourglass adj, always used before a noun • an howglass 
shape 

hour hand noun, pi ~ hands [count] : the short hand that 
marks the hours on a watch or clock — compare minute 
HAND, SECOND HAND 

hour-ly /'awaJi/ adj 

1 : happening every hour ■ hourly bus service 

2 a : paid for one hour of work ■ an hourly wage [=an 
amount paid for each hour of work] b : paid by the hour 
: earning an hourly wage ■ hourly workers 

— hourly adv • The news was updated hourly. [=every hour] 
1 house /'haus/ noun, pi hous-es /'hauzaz/ 

1 a [count] : a building in which a family lives ■ Would you 
like to come to my house for dinner? ■ a two-family house • I 
spent the weekend just puttering around the house. — often 
used before another noun ■ house pets/plants ■ a house guest 

■ house parties b [singular] : the people who live in a house ■ 
He made enough noise to wake the whole house. 

2 [count] a : a structure or shelter in which animals are 
kept — see also birdhouse, doghouse, henhouse b 
: a building in which something is stored • a carriage house 

— see also boathouse, warehouse 

3 [count] : a building where students or members of a reli¬ 
gious group live ■ a fraternity house 

4 a [count] : a group of people who meet to discuss and 
make the laws of a country ■ The bill has been approved by 
both houses of Congress. ■ The two houses of the U.S. Con¬ 
gress are the Senate [=the upper house] and the House of 
Representatives. [=the lower house] ■ The two houses of the 
British Parliament are the House of Lords [=the upper 
house] and the House of Commons. [=the lower house] b 
the House : house of representatives ■ They hope to 
win enough seats in the election to regain control of the 
House. — see also house of commons, house of lords 

5 [count] a : a specified kind of business • a publishing 
house • fashion houses ■ an investment banking house ■ a bro¬ 
kerage house b : a place or building where a specified kind 
of activity or entertainment occurs • an auction house • a 
house of God/worship [=a place, such as a church, where 
people go for religious services] ■ (US) a movie house [=a cin¬ 
ema, (US) a movie theater] : a place where an illegal activity 
occurs ■ a gambling house ■ a house of prostitution — see 
also OPERA HOUSE c a particular kind of restaurant ■ We 
had dinner at the local fish house. ■ a seafood house ■ Oyster 
stew is a specialty of the house. [=a special dish that is fea¬ 
tured in a restaurant] A house wine is a basic wine that is 
always available in a restaurant. A house salad and a house 
(salad) dressing are the regular salad and dressing in a U.S. 
restaurant. ■ Would you like the house salad or a spinach sal¬ 
ad? ■ The house dressing is a creamy vinaigrette. — see also 
COFFEEHOUSE, STEAK HOUSE 

6 [count] : the audience in a theater or concert hall ■ They 
had a full/packed house on opening night. ■ When the movie 
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ended, there wasn’t a dry eye in the house. [=everyone had 
tears in their eyes] > To bring down the house or to bring the 
house down is to get great approval and applause or laughter 
from an audience. ■ His performance brought down the house 
night after night. 

7 House [count] : a royal or noble family including ances¬ 
tors and all the people who are related to them • the House of 
Tudor 

8 [noncount] : a type of electronic dance music with a heavy, 
regular beat — called also house music 

clean house US 1 : to clean the floors, furniture, etc., in¬ 
side a house ■ He cleans house on Tuesdays. 2 : to make 
important basic changes in an organization, business, etc., 
in order to correct problems ■ After the corruption was re¬ 
vealed, the police chief decided it was time to clean house, 
(from) house to house If you go (from,) house to house, 
you go to each house or apartment in an area and do or 
ask for something. ■ Volunteers went from house to house 
asking for donations. — see also house-to-house 
house in order To put/get/set (etc.) your house in order is 
to improve or correct the way you do things. ■ We should 
get our (own) house in order before we criticize others for 
their mistakes. ■ The company needs to get its financial 
house in order. [=to correct its financial problems] 
keep house : to do the work that is needed to take care of a 
house ■ When I started living on my own I had no idea how 
to cook or keep house. • You need someone to keep house 
for you. — see also housekeeper, housekeeping 
like a house on fire informal: extremely well ■ Those two 
got on/along like a house on fire. [=they liked each other 
very much] ■ (US) The business started out like a house on 
fire. [=the business started very successfully] 
on the house : without charge : free • The drinks are on 
the house. 

people who live In glass houses shouldn’t throw stones 

see ‘glass 

play house ^ When children play house they pretend that 
they are adults and that they are doing the things that 
adults do in a house, such as cooking and serving food. ■ 
She always loved playing house with her little sister. 
set up house : to become settled in a house where you are 
going to live ■ They moved to California and set up house in 
a suburb of Los Angeles. 

- house*ful /'haus,fol/ noun, pi -fuls [count] ■ a houseful of 
guests 

2 house /'hauz/ verb hous>es; housed; housing [+ obj] 

1 : to provide shelter or a living space for (someone) • More 
prisons are needed to house the growing number of inmates. 

— often used as (be) housed ■ The soldiers were housed in 
poorly heated huts. 

2 : to be a shelter for (something) : to store or contain 
(something) ■ The museum houses an impressive collection 
of jewels. — often used as (be) housed • The paintings are 
now housed in the National Gallery. 


3 : to surround or enclose (something) in order to protect it ■ 
The carpenter built casing to house the hot water pipes, 
house arrest noun [noncount] law : the condition of being 
forced to stay in your home rather than in prison as a form 
of punishment — often used with under ■ He was placed un¬ 
der house atrest until the trial. 

house-boat /'haus,bout/ noun, pi -boats [count] : a boat 
that is also used as a house 

house-bound /'haus,baund/ adj : unable to leave your 
home ■ She has been housebound since she fell, 
house-break /'haus,breik/ verb -breaks; -broke 
/-,brouk/; -bro*ken /-,brouk3n/; -breaking [+ obj] US : to 
train (an animal) to urinate or defecate outside the home or 
in an acceptable place indoors ■ She’s trying to housebreak 
[=(chiefly Brit) house-train] a puppy. 
hOUSe-break-ing /'haus,breikir)/ noun [noncount] : the 
act of forcefully entering someone’s house in order to com¬ 
mit a crime (such as robbery) 

— house-break-er /'haus,breik^/ noun, pi -ers [count] 
hOUSebroken adj, US, of an animal : trained to urinate or 
defecate outside the home or in an acceptable place indoors 
■ Pigs are said to make very good pets once they are house- 
broken. [=(chiefly Brit) house-trained] 
house call noun, pi ~ calls [count] chiefly US : a visit by a 
doctor to someone’s house • Does your doctor make house 
calls'! 

house cat noun, pi ~ cats [count] : a cat that is kept as a 
pet 

hOUSe-Clean-ing /'haus,kli:iur)/ noun [singular] : the act 
or activity of cleaning the inside of a house or apartment and 
its furniture, appliances, etc. ■ We gave the place a thorough 
housecleaning. 

house-coat /'haus,kout/ noun, pi -coats [count] : an infor¬ 
mal and often long and loose piece of clothing that is worn 
by a woman at home 

house-dress /'hausidres/ noun, pi -dress-es [count] 
chiefly US : an informal dress that is usually worn only while 
cleaning or doing other housework 
house-fly /'haus,flai/ noun, pi -flies [count] : a common fly 
that lives in or near people’s houses — see color picture on 
page CIO 

house-guest / l haus,gest/ noun, pi -guests [count] : a per¬ 
son who visits and usually stays in someone’s home over¬ 
night ■ We have houseguests this weekend. 

1 house-hold /'haus,hould/ noun, pi -holds [count] : the 
people m a family or other group that are living together in 
one house ■ At that time, not many households had tele¬ 
phones. ■ This form should be filled out by the head of the 
household. [=the person in the house who is responsible for 
making decisions and earning money] 
household adj, always used before a noun 

1 : of or relating to a house or to the people living in a house 
• household appliances/chores 


h 


gable 

gutter 



mailbox ( US) 


downspout (US), 
— drainpipe, 

downpipe (Brit) 

-railing 


walk (US), 
walkway 
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2 : known to many people : familiar or common ■ a famous 
actor who has become a household name [=a person or thing 
whose name is very well-known) 
house-hold-er /'haiis,houlda 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] chiefly 
Brit, formal : someone who lives in a house, apartment, etc. 
house-hus-band /■haus.hAzband/ noun, pi -bands 
[count] : a married man who stays at home, does cleaning, 
cooking, etc., and does not have another job outside the 
home 

house-keep-er /'hausikiipa/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a per¬ 
son whose job is to manage the cooking, cleaning, etc., in a 
house 

hOUSe*keep*ing /'haus,ki:pir)//ioM/i [noncount] 

1 : the work (such as cooking and cleaning) that is done in a 
house : housework ■ Who does your housekeeping ? ■ 
housekeeping expenses 

2 : the things that must be done regularly to keep something 
working properly ■ We took the computer offline to do some 
basic housekeeping. 

house-maid /'haus.meid/ noun, pi -maids [count] chiefly 
Brit, old-fashioned : a female servant who does cleaning, 
laundry, etc. 

house-mate /’haus,meit/ noun, pi -mates [count] : a per¬ 
son who lives in the same house with another person but is 
not a part of that person’s family ■ In college, she lived in a 
house off campus with five housemates. ■ The TV belongs to 
my housemate. 

house music noun [noncount] : house 8 
house of cards noun, pi houses of cards [count] : a 
structure built by balancing playing cards on top of each 
other — often used figuratively to describe something (such 
as a plan) that is weak and can fail easily ■ Her elaborate 
scheme collapsed like a house of cards. 

House of Commons noun 
the House of Commons : the part of the British or Canadi¬ 
an Parliament whose members are elected by voters 
House of Lords noun 

the House of Lords : the part of the British Parliament 
whose members are not elected by voters 
House of Representatives noun 
the House of Representatives : the larger part of the U.S. 
Congress or of the Parliament of Australia or New Zealand 
— compare senate 

house-paint-er /'hausipemta 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a 
person whose job is painting houses 
house party noun, pi ~ -ties [count] : a large party at 
someone’s house that usually lasts for several days 
house-plant /'haus,pl£ent, Brit 'hausiplamt/ noun, pi 
-plants [count] : a plant that is grown or kept indoors — see 
color picture on page C6 

hOUSe—prOUd /'haus,praud/ adj [more most ~] chiefly 
Brit : proud of your house because you spend time and ef¬ 
fort cleaning or improving it 

house—sit /'haus,sit/ verb -sits; -sat; -sit-ting : to stay in 
and take care of someone’s house or apartment while that 
person is away [no obj] They asked a friend to house-sit for 
them while they were away. [+ obj] They asked a friend to 
house-sit their apartment for them while they were away. 

— house-sit-ter /'hausisita*/ noun, pi -ters [count] 
house—tO—house /,haust3'haus/ adj, always used before a 
noun : going or made by going to each house, apartment, or 
building in an area ■ The police made a house-to-house 
search of the area. — see also (from ) house to house at 
'house 

house-top /'hausjtaip/ noun, pi -tops [count] : the roof of 
a house 

house—train /'haus.trem/ verb -trains; -trained; -train¬ 
ing [+ obj] chiefly Brit : housebreak 
house—trained /'haus,tremd/ adj, chiefly Brit : house- 
broken 

house-wares / l haus,wea , z/ noun [plural] \ small things 
(such as cooking utensils or lamps) that are used in a house ■ 
I bought some housewares for our new place. ■ the house- 
wares department of a store 

hOUSe-warm-ing /’haus^oamii)/ noun, pi -ings [count] 
: a party to celebrate moving into a new home — usually 
singular ■ Are you going to his housewarming ? ■ a house¬ 
warming party/gift 

house-wife /'haus,waif/ noun, pi -wives /-,waivz/ [count] 
: a married woman who stays at home, does cleaning, cook¬ 
ing, etc., and does not have another job outside the home 


hOUSe-WOrk / , haus,wa'k/ noun [noncount] : work (such as 
cleaning, cooking, or laundry) that is done to keep a house 
clean and running properly ■ I got up early and did some 
housework. 

hous-ing /'hauzm/ noun, pi -ings 

1 [noncount] : the houses, apartments, etc., in which people 
live ■ The cost of housing continued to rise. ■ The state should 
provide more/better housing for poor people. [=should pro¬ 
vide poor people with more/better places to live] ■ low- 
income housing ■ housing costs — see also social housing 

2 [count] : something that covers or protects something else 
(such as a mechanical part) • I had to remove the housing to 
inspect the vent. 

housing development noun, pi ~ -ments [count] US 
: a group of houses that are built near each other and sold or 
rented by one owner — called also (Brit) housing estate 
housing project noun, pi ~ -jects [count] US : a group of 
houses or apartments that are built for poor people — called 
also (US) project 

hove past tense and past participle of 'heave 
hov-el /'hAval, 'ha:val/ noun, pi -els [count] : a small, poorly 
built and often dirty house 

hov-er /'hAvas Brit 'hDva/ verb -ers; -ered; -er-ing [no obj] 

1 : to float in the air without moving in any direction ■ 
Watch as the hummingbird hovers over the flowers. ■ Heli¬ 
copters hovered above us. ■ Bees hovered around the hive. 

2 : to stay very close to a person or place ■ Waiters hovered 
near our table. ■ nervous mothers hovering over their chil¬ 
dren 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition a : to stay 
near a specified point or level ■ Unemployment rates were 
hovering around 10 percent. ■ Temperatures will continue to 
hover around freezing, b : to be or remain in a specified 
state or condition ■ The patient was hovering between life 
and death. ■ The country hovers on the brink of famine. 

hov-er-craft /'hAva^kreeft, Brit 'hDV3,kra:ft/ noun, pi -craft 
[count] : a vehicle that moves just above the surface of land 
or water on a cushion of air 
1 hOW /'ha u/ adv 

~TTin what manner or way ■ How and where did you meet 
him? ■ How shall I address the President? ■ How will we pay 
for the trip? : by what means ■ “ How did you get here?” “By 
bus." ■ “ How did she die?” “She had cancer.” ■ How do you 
know that? ■ How did you find us? ■ How could you have 
known? 

2 : for what reason : why ■ How did you happen to move 
here? ■ “Is it going to rain?” “ How should/would I know?" [=1 
don’t know] 

3 : to what degree, extent, or amount — used before an ad¬ 
jective or adverb ■ How handsome is he? ■ How much longer 
do we have to wait? = How much longer is the wait? ■ I don’t 
know how good the service is at the new restaurant. ■ I’m not 
sure how old he is. ■ It’s a pity how rarely we see each other. 

4 — used for emphasis before an adjective ■ How old he is! 
[=he is very old] ■ How wonderful/strange/awful! • How kind 
of you to ask! ■ (informal) How cool is that! [=that is really 
cool] 

5 a — used to ask if someone feels good, bad, happy, sad, 
etc. • “ How are you?" “Very well, thank you." • “ How are you 
doing?” “Okay, I guess.” ■ “ How is your mother these days?” 
“Much better.” ■ How do you feel? = How are you feeling? 
— see also how do you do (below) b — used to ask if 
something is good, bad, etc. ■ How’s the new job? [=do you 
like your new job?] ■ How are things at home? ■ How did they 
do/perform [=did they do/perform well or badly] in the tour¬ 
nament? ■ How was the play? ■ How do you like the soup? = 
How is the soup? [=do you like the soup?; is the soup good?] 
■ I can bring it over tomorrow. How’s that ? [=is that all 
right?] ■ Let me get you another blanket. There, how’s that ? 
[=is that comfortable?; is that better?] ■ He will send a check. 
How will that be? = How would It be if he sent you a check? 
[=would it be acceptable if he sent you a check?] 

and how chiefly US, informal — used for emphasis ■ Prices 
are going up, and howl [=prices are going up very quickly] ■ 
“Will you be glad when it's over?” “ And howl " [=1 will be 
very glad when it’s over] 

as how informal : 2 that ■ I don’t know as how your plan 
would be any better than mine. ■ Seeing as how things 
were getting worse [=because things were getting worse], 
she decided to do something. ■ (US, informal) She allowed 
as how the situation was serious. [=she admitted that the 
situation was serious] 
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how about 1 : does that include (someone) : what about ■ 
“We’re all going to the beach.” "How about Kenny?” 2 in¬ 
formal a — used to show that you are very impressed by 
someone or something ■ He won again! How about that 
guy! [=isn’t that guy amazing/impressive?] b how about 
that chiefly US — used to show that you are surprised or 
pleased by something ■ He won again! How about that\ 
[=what good news!; isn’t that great?] 3 also US (informal) 
how’s about a — used to make a suggestion about what 
could be done ■ We’ll need to talk about this again. How 
about (meeting) next month? • How about [-what about ] 
driving to the coast for the weekend? ■ How about another 
game? [=would you like to play another game?] ■ What 
should we do tonight? How about (seeing) a movie? ■ How’s 
about some more pie? b — used to ask someone to give 
you something ■ How about a couple of dollars until pay¬ 
day? [=can you loan me a couple of dollars until payday?] ■ 
How’s about (offering me) a drink? C — used to ask if 
someone will do something ■ Well, how about It, are you 
coming? 4 — used to ask someone to tell you something 
in response to what you have just said ■ I like skiing and 
hiking. How about you? [=what sports do you like?] • I’m 
ready to go. How about you? [=are you ready, too?] 
how can/could 1 — used to show you think that someone 
has done or said something shocking or wrong ■ “We don’t 
need his help anyway.” “ How can you say that?!” [=it is 
very wrong of you to say that] • How could she just walk 
away from her children like that? 2 — used to express 
doubt that something will happen, is possible, etc. ■ How 
could I (ever/possibly) leave this job? ■ How can I (ever/ 
possibly) thank you? [=1 can never thank you enough; I am 
extremely grateful to you] 3 how could you informal — 
used to show disappointment in someone’s actions, 
thoughts, words, etc. • You threw away my gift? Oh, how 
could you ? 

how come chiefly US, informal — used to ask why some¬ 
thing has happened, is true, etc. • “He said he’s not going.” 
" How cornel" (=why isn’t he going?] • How come you’re 
here so early? [=why are you here so early?] ■ How come no 
one told me? 
how dare you see 'dare 

how do you do formal : hello — used especially when 
you are first introduced to someone ■ How do you do . Miss 
Smith? 

how do you like that — used for emphasis or to show sur¬ 
prise or disapproval ■ He’s moving to Hawaii? Well, how do 
you like thatl [=that’s a surprise] ■ She canceled at the last 
minute. How do you like thatl 
how goes It? see 'go 

how’s everything (going) see everything 
how so : in what way : why do you think that ■ “This room 
looks different." "How sol" [=in what way does it look dif¬ 
ferent?] 

how’s that (again) informal: what — used to request that 
something be repeated or explained again • How’s thatl 
[=what did you say?] I didn’t hear you. ■ I don’t under¬ 
stand. How’s that again! 

how’s that lor informal — used for emphasis to describe 
someone or something you think is very impressive ■ He 
won first prize! How’s that for a guy who almost didn’t en¬ 
ter the contest at all! ■ They took care of everything for us. 
How’s that for hospitality? [=that was very hospitable] 
how will/would — used to express doubt that something 
will happen or is possible ■ How will we (ever) get every¬ 
thing done on time? ■ How would he manage without her? 
[=1 don’t know if he will be able to manage without her; I 
doubt he will manage without her] 
how cory 

1 : in what manner or way ■ We asked how we could help. ■ 
Let me tell you how we’ll pay for the trip. ■ The book tells the 
story of how the company was founded. • She explained how 
she came to live here. ■ I don’t know how the service is at the 
new restaurant. ■ I remember how they fought. ■ It’s strange 
how [=the way that] things happen. ■ Be careful how you talk; 
you could get fired. ■ And that’s how it Is. [=that is the state 
of the situation] ■ They want to know how you’re doing. [=if 
you are happy, successful, etc.] 

2 : THAT ■ She told us how she had to work hard. ■ He knows 
how you are a valued employee. • It’s amazing how they com¬ 
pleted the bridge so quickly. 

3 : in whatever way : however ■ He’ll cook it how you like 
it. 

how’d /'haud/ — used as a contraction of how would or how 


did ■ How’d [=how did] you like your meal? ■ How’d [=how 
would] you like to go to the beach? 
hOW-dy /'haudi/ inter], US — used as an informal greeting • 
Howdy , folks. 

1 hoW»ev«er /hau'eva-/ adv 

1 — useH""when you are saying something that is different 
from or contrasts with a previous statement "I’d like to go; 
however, I’d better not. [=I’d like to go, but I should not] ■ 
The forecast is bad. It’s possible, however , that conditions 
could improve. • Sales are up this quarter. However, expenses 
have increased as well. 

2 : to whatever degree or extent: no matter how — used be¬ 
fore an adjective or adverb ■ However many people come 
[=whether a few people or many people come], we’ll be 
ready. ■ She couldn’t convince him, however hard [=no mat¬ 
ter how hard] she tried. 

3 — used as a more forceful way of saying how • However did 
you do that? [=how did you ever do that?] 

2 hpwever coni : in whatever manner or way ■ Do it however 
you like. ■ I will help however I can. 
how-it-zer /'hawatsa 1 / noun, pi -zers [count] : a large gun 
that is used to fire shells high into the air for a short distance 
howl /'hawal/ verb howls; howled; howldng 

1 [no obj \ of a dog, wolf, etc. : to make a long, loud cry that 
sounds sad • The dogs were howling at the moon. 

2 [no obj] of the wind : to make a long, loud sound • The wind 
was howling. 

3 [no obj] : to cry out loudly in pain, anger, amusement, etc. 

• He howled in agony. ■ The audience howled with laughter. 
[=the audience laughed very loudly] 

4 : to say something in a loud and angry way [+ obj] “I can’t 
take it!” she howled. = She howled that she couldn’t take it. 
[no obj] Activists are howling (in protest) over the court’s de¬ 
cision. ■ protesters howling for change 

- howl noun, pi howls [count] ■ We heard the dog’s howls. ■ 
He let out a howl of protest. ■ howls of laughter 
howl-er /'haula 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] informal : a stupid 
but funny mistake or error ■ The article was full of howlers. 
howling /’haulir)/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : producing the long, low sound made by strong wind ■ a 
howling storm 

2 informal : very great ■ The movie was a howling success, 
how’s /'hauz/ — used as a contraction of how is ■ How’s your 

meal? ■ How's she doing? 

1 how«SO*ev«er ^hausa'wEva-/ adv, formal : 'however 
2 hOWSOever cory, formal : 2 however 
1 hOW—to /'hau'tu:/ adi, always used before a noun, chiefly US 
: giving practical instruction or advice on how to do some¬ 
thing yourself ■ how-to books on starting your own business 
2 h0W— to noun, pi -tos [count] chiefly US : a way of doing 
something yourself : instruction about how to do something 

• the how-tos of balancing a checkbook 
hp abbr horsepower • a 200 hp engine 

HQ abbr headquarters ■ Check in at camp HQ by 8:00. 
hr abbr hour ■ a 35 -hr work week 

H R abbr, US 1 home run; home runs ■ He had three HR in 
the first game. 

2 human resources ■ Talk to HR about benefits. 

3 House of Representatives — used in the names of laws be¬ 
ing voted on in the House of Representatives ■ Voting on HR 
1740 will start next week. 

HRH abbr Her Royal Highness; His Royal Highness 
HS abbr high school ■ Springfield HS 
ht. abbr height 

HTML/ieitMiijEm'el/rtown [noncount] : a computer language 
that is used to create documents or Web sites on the Internet 
■ Do you know HTML1 

http abbr hypertext transfer protocol; hypertext transport 
protocol — used in Internet addresses ■ http:// 
www.Merriam-Webster.com 

H 2 O /,eitf,tu:'ou/ technical — the chemical symbol for water ■ 
two parts H 2 O 

hub /'hA.b/ noun, pi hubs [count] 

1 : the central and most active part or place ■ the hub of the 
city ■ The island is a major tourist hub. [=a place where many 
tourists go] ■ She was at the hub of all the activity. 

2 : the airport or the city through which an airline sends 
most of its flights • All of the airline’s coast-to-coast flights 
pass through its hub. 

3: the center of a wheel, propeller, fan, etc. ■ The spokes at¬ 
tach to the hub of the wheel. 
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hub-bub /'hA,bAb /noun [ noncount J 

1 : a loud mixture of sound or voices • All the hubbub in the 
airport made it hard to hear the flight announcements. 

2 : a situation in which there is much noise, confusion, ex¬ 
citement, and activity • the hubbub surrounding the film star 

■ We went to the country to escape the hubbub of the city. • 
What’s all the hubbub about? 

hub-by /'hAbi/ noun, pi -bies [count] informal : husband 
hub-cap /'hAbjlcEep/ noun, pi -caps [count] : a removable 
plastic or metal cover on the center of a car or truck wheel 

— see picture at CAR 

hu-bris /'hjuibras/ noun [noncount] formal + literary : a great 
or foolish amount of pride or confidence ■ His failure was 
brought on by his hubris. 

hUCk-Ster /'hAksta*/ noun, pi -sters [count] US, disapprov¬ 
ing : someone who sells or advertises something in an aggres¬ 
sive, dishonest, or annoying way 
HUD /'hAd/ abbr, US (Department of) Housing and Urban 
Development ■ an official at HUD ^ The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development is a part of the U.S. feder¬ 
al government that is responsible for policies that relate to 
providing housing for U.S. citizens. 

1 hud-dle /'hAd}/ verb hud-dles; hud-dled; hud-dling [no 
obj] 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to come close 
together in a group ■ People were huddling (together) in 
doorways to get out of the rain. • We huddled around the 
campfire. ■ The sheep huddled together for warmth. ■ “Give 
me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to 
breathe free...” —Emma Lazarus, “The New Colossus” 
(1883) 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to sit or lie in 
a curled or bent position ■ The students huddled over their 
desks. 

3 a : to come together to talk about something privately ■ 
Union representatives are huddling to discuss the proposal, 
b American football : to gather in a huddle — often + up • 
The players huddled up. 

2 huddle noun, pi huddles [count] 

1 : a group of people or things that are close to each other ■ 
sheep standing in a huddle 

2 a : a private discussion or meeting • The boss is in a huddle 
with the marketing director b American football : a group 
of players who have gathered away from the line of scrim¬ 
mage for a short time to hear instructions for the next play ■ 
The quarterback called the offense into a huddle. 

hue /'hju:/ noun, pi hues [count] 

1 : a color or a shade of a color ■ We decorated the room in 
hues of blue and green. 

2 : kind or type ■ politicians of every hue [=of every kind] 
hue and cry noun [singular] : an angry protest about some¬ 
thing ■ There was a hue and cry in opposition to the film. 

hued /'hjurd/ adj : having a specified type of color ■ brightly/ 
richly hued [= colored] cloth ■ green-hued 
1 huff /'hAf/ verb huffs; huffed; huff-lng [+ obj] : to say 
(something) in a way that shows you are annoyed or angry ■ 
“The project is a complete waste of time,” she huffed, 
huff and puff 1 : to breathe in a loud and heavy way be¬ 
cause of physical effort ■ He was huffing and puffing when 
he got to the top of the stairs. 2 : to show you are an¬ 
noyed or angry ■ She’ll huff and puff for a while, but she’ll 
calm down later. 

2 huff noun 

in a huff : in an angry or annoyed state ■ They argued and 
she left in a huff. ■ When he didn’t get the promotion, he 
quit his job in a huff. [=he got angry and suddenly quit his 
job] 

huffy /*hAfi/ adj huff-l-er; -est informal : angry or annoyed 

■ Now, don’t get huffy —I was only teasing. 

— huff-l-ly /'hAfali/ adv • He huffily refused to answer. 
1 hUQ /'hAg /verb hugs; hugged; hug-ging 

1 : to put your arms around someone especially as a way of 
showing love or friendship [+ obj] I hugged him close. ■ She 
hugged her daughter, [no obj] We hugged briefly, and then it 
was time to say goodbye. 

2 [+ obj] : to hold (something) tightly with your arms ■ I 
hugged my knees to my chest. 

3 [+ obj] : to stay close to (something) ■ The road hugs the 
river. ■ The boat hugged the shore. ■ body-hugging clothing 
[=clothes that are tight] 

— hug-ga-ble /'hAgabal/ adj [more most ~] ■ a cute, hug- 
gable puppy 


2 hug noun, pi hugs [count] : the act of putting your arms 
around someone or something as a way of showing love or 
friendship ■ hugs and kisses ■ He gave me a big hug. [=he 
hugged me] 

huge /'hju:cfe/ adj ■ very large : very great in size, amount, or 
degree ■ a huge building/truck/garden ■ The crowds were 
huge. ■ Renovating the house is a huge undertaking. ■ The 
store is having a huge sale tomorrow. • The presentation was 
a huge success. [=the presentation was very successful] 

— huge-ly adv * a hugely popular movie 
huh /'hA/ interj, informal 

1 chiefly US — used at the end of a statement to ask whether 
someone agrees with you ■ It’s pretty good, huh ? 

2 — used when you have not heard or understood some¬ 
thing that was said • “His name is Cholmondely.” “ HuhT 
[=whatl] 

3 — used to show surprise, disbelief, or disapproval ■ “His 
wife left him.” “Huhl I thought they had a happy marriage.” 

hu-la /'hu:ta/ noun, pi -las [singular] : a Hawaiian dance that 
has flowing hand and hip movements 
Hula—Hoop /'hu’.l3,hu:p/ trademark — used for a plastic 
hoop that is twirled around your body by moving your hips 
hulk /'hAlk/ noun, pi hulks [count] 

1 : the main part of something (such as a ship, car, or build¬ 
ing) that has been ruined and is no longer used ■ The ship’s 
rusting hulk is still visible on the rocks. ■ the burned out hulk 
of the factory 

2 informal : a large person ■ He’s a (great) hulk of a man. 
[=he’s a very large man] 

hulk-ing /'hAlkirj/ adj, always used before a noun : very large 
or heavy ■ A hulking figure appeared in the doorway. ■ hulk¬ 
ing buildings 

1 hull /'hAl/ noun, pi hulls [count] 

1 : the main part of a ship or boat: the deck, sides, and bot¬ 
tom of a ship or boat — see picture at boat 

2 : the outer covering of a fruit, grain, or seed ■ sesame seed 
hulls 

2 hull verb hulls; hulled; hull-ing [+obj] : to remove the out¬ 
er covering of (a fruit or seed) ■ hulling seeds 
hul-la-ba-loo /'hAbb3,lu:/ noun, informal 

1 : a very noisy and confused situation [singular] The an¬ 
nouncement caused quite a hullabaloo, [noncount] The an¬ 
nouncement caused a lot of hullabaloo. 

2 : a situation in which many people are upset and angry 
about something [singular] There was a hullabaloo over his 
controversial statements, [noncount] There was a lot of hul¬ 
labaloo over his controversial statements. 

hum /‘hAm/ verb hums; hummed; hum-mlng 

1 [no obj] ; to make a low continuous sound ■ The garden 
was humming with bees. ■ The refrigerator hummed in the 
background. 

2 : to sing the notes of a song while keeping your lips closed 
[no obj] I was humming to myself. ■ We hummed along to the 
music. [+ otj] Can you hum the tune for me? = Can you 
hum me the tune? ■ I hummed a little song. 

3 [no obj]: to be very active or busy ■ By noon, the office was 
really humming. ■ The restaurant hums on weekends. 

— hum noun [singular] ■ the hum of insects ■ We could hear 
the hum of conversation from the next room. 

1 hu«man /'hju: man/ adj 

1 : of, relating to, or affecting people ■ the human body ■ the 
human brain ■ human suffering ■ problems that have oc¬ 
curred throughout human history ■ The accident was 
blamed on human error. [=the accident was blamed on a per¬ 
son’s mistake rather than on the failure of a machine] ■ a sto¬ 
ry that has human interest = a human-interest story [=a story 
that is appealing because it involves the experiences of real 
people] ■ The need to be loved is simply part of the human 
condition. [=part of being a person] ■ an area where ancient 
human remains [=parts of the bodies of dead people] have 
been found 

2 [more most ~] a : typical of people ■ a human failing/ 
weakness ■ human kindness ■ human emotions ■ His desire 
for revenge was very human. [=was very typical of the way 
people are] b [more most ~] : having good or bad quali¬ 
ties that people usually have ■ She is a very kind and human 
person. ■ I once thought that he was perfect, but now I know 
that he’s all too human. [=that he has the same problems, 
weaknesses, etc., that other people have] ^ If you say that 
someone is only human, you are saying that the mistakes 
someone has made could have been made by anyone. ■ We 
do the best we can, but we’re only human. C : looking or 
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mandible 


collarbone, 

clavicle 


— leg 


humerus 



!_ esophagus (US), 
l[ oesophagus (Brit) 

--spleen 

stomach 
kidney 

large intestine 
(includes colon) 
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bladder 
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acting like a person • The dog's expression was almost hu¬ 
man. — compare inhuman 

3 always used before a noun : made up of or consisting of 
people ■ The assembly line was a human machine. ■ Every¬ 
one held hands and formed a human chain. 
put a human face on If you put a human face on some¬ 
thing, you make it more appealing, easier to understand, 
or easier to care about by connecting it to an actual per¬ 
son. ■ The author puts a human face on the disease by inter¬ 
viewing people who have it. 

2 human noun, pi -mans [count]: a person — usually plural ■ 
a disease that affects both humans and animals — see pic¬ 
ture on the page before this one 

— hu-man-like / I hju:m3n,laik/ adj • the cat’s humanlike re¬ 
action 

human being noun,pi ~ beings [count] : a person ■ She’s 
a very warm and generous human being. ■ We should do 
more to help our fellow human beings. ■ The drug has not yet 
been tested on human beings. 

hu-mane /hjur'mein/ adj [more most : kind or gentle 
to people or animals ■ a humane prison guard ■ It’s not hu¬ 
mane to treat animals that way. ■ a humane attitude ■ Condi¬ 
tions in the prison are more humane now. — opposite inhu¬ 
mane 

— hu-mane-ly adv ■ treating the animals humanely — hu- 
mane-ness /hjui'memnas/ noun [noncount] 

human immunodeficiency virus noun [noncount] 

: hiv 

hu«man*ism /'hjuima.nizam I noun [noncount ]: a system of 
values and beliefs that is based on the idea that people are 
basically good and that problems can be solved using reason 
instead of religion — see also secular humanism 

— hu-man-ist /'hju.mamst/ noun, pi -ists [count] ■ He was 
one of the best-known humanists of his time. — hu-man- 
is-tic /,hju:m3*nistik/ ad) [more most ~] ■ humanistic 
values 

hu*man*i*tar-i*an /hj^mcena'terijan/ noun, pi -ans 
[count] : a person who works to make other people’s lives 
better ■ She has been recognized as a great humanitarian for 
her efforts to end world hunger. 

— humanitarian adj, always used before a noun ■ humani¬ 
tarian efforts ■ humanitarian aid [=help or money given to 
people, countries, etc., in order to improve living condi¬ 
tions] — hu-man-i-tar-i-an-ism /hj^mtena'terija^izam/ 
noun [noncount] ■ She has been honored for her humani- 
tarianism. 

hu-man-i-ty /hju'msenati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] a : the quality or state of being human ■ They 
were joined together by their (common) humanity, b : the 
quality or state of being kind to other people or to animals ■ 
We appealed to his sense of humanity. — opposite inhu¬ 
manity 

2 [noncount] : all people : humankind ■ These discoveries 
will be of benefit to all humanity. ■ She was cut off from the 
rest of humanity. 

3 humanities [plural] : areas of study (such as history, lan¬ 
guage, and literature) that relate to human life and ideas ■ 
the college of arts and humanities ■ He’s taking courses in 
both the sciences and the humanities. 

hu-man-ize also Brit hu-man-ise / , hju:m3,naiz/ verb -iz- 
es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ obj]: to make (someone or something) 
seem gentler, kinder, or more appealing to people ■ The new 
publicity has helped to humanize the corporation’s image. ■ 
They promised to humanize conditions at the company. 

hu-man-kind /•hju:m3n,kaind/ noun [noncount] : all peo¬ 
ple as a group ■ a discovery that will be of benefit to all hu¬ 
mankind 

hu-man*ly /'hjuimanli/ adv : within the range of human 
ability ■ Conditions were not humanly tolerable. [=could not 
be tolerated by human beings] • We’ll do everything humanly 
possible [=eveiything we can do] to help. ■ I need your re¬ 
port as soon as (is) humanly possible, [-as soon as you can] 

human nature noun [ noncount] : the ways of thinking, 
feeling, and acting that are common to most people ■ You 
can’t change human nature. ■ It’s only human nature [=it is 
normal] to want a better life. 

hU*man«Oid /'hju.ma.noid/ adj, always used before a noun 
: looking or acting like a human ■ humanoid robots ■ The 
movie is about humanoid aliens invading Earth. 

— humanoid noun, pi -oids [count] • a movie about hu¬ 
manoids who invade Earth 

human race noun 


the human race : all people : human beings as a group ■ the 
history of the human race ■ destructive weapons that could 
wipe out the (whole) human race 

human resources noun 

1 [noncount] : a department within an organization that 
deals with the people who work for that organization * She 
works for human resources. • Human Resources will contact 
you about your interview. ■ our human resources department 

— abbr. HR 

2 [plural] : a group of people who are able to do work ■ We 
are using human resources to respond to the problem. 

human right noun, pi ~ rights [count] : a basic right (such 
as the right to be treated well or the right to vote) that many 
societies believe every person should have • They believe that 
freedom of speech is a basic human right. — usually plural ■ 
The defendant was deprived df his human rights. • human 
rights violations 

1 hum^jje /'hAmbal/ adj hum-bier; hum-blest [or more 
most ~] 

1 : not proud : not thinking of yourself as better than other 
people • Despite all his achievements, he has remained hum¬ 
ble. ■ He is very humble about his achievements. ■ She is too 
humble to let praise go to her head. ■ a very humble person 

2 a always used before a noun : given or said in a way that 
shows you do not think you are better than other people ■ a 
humble request ■ Please accept my humble apologies. ■ 
( sometimes humorous) In my humble opinion [=in my opin¬ 
ion], he is the most talented actor on the stage today. ■ Her 
humble suggestion is that we review the data more carefully, 
b : showing that you do not think of yourself as better than 
other people ■ a humble attitude/manner 

3 : not high in rank or status "He comes from a humble 
background. ■ She’s not ashamed of her humble beginnings. 

4 : not special, fancy, or expensive ■ a meal made of humble 
ingredients » Welcome to our humble home/abode. 

eat humble pie see eat 

— hum-ble-ness /■hAmbalnas/ noun [noncount] ■ He ac¬ 
cepted the honor with humbleness. [=(more commonly) 
humility] — hum-bly /'hAmbli/ adv ■ The business began 
humbly but quickly became successful. • She accepted his 
compliments humbly. 

2 humble verb hum-bles; hum-bled; hum.bling [+ obj] 

1 : to make (someone) feel less important or proud : to 
make (someone) humble ■ The experience humbled him. ■ 
Her success has humbled her critics. 

2 : to easily defeat (someone or something) in a way that is 
surprising or not expected • Last year’s champion was ltum¬ 
bled by an unknown newcomer. 

humble yourself: to do or say something which shows that 
you know you have been wrong, have behaved with too 
much pride, etc. ■ He needs to humble himself and ask for 
their forgiveness. 

— humbling adj [more most ~] ■ It was a humbling expe¬ 
rience for me. ■ a very humbling defeat 

hum-bug /'h\m t b\gj noun, pi -bugs 

1 [noncount] : language or behavior that is false or meant to 
deceive people ■ Their claims are humbug. ■ She’s only 30? 
Humbug ! 

2 [count] old-fashioned : someone or something that is not 
honest or true ■ He's just an old humbug. [=(more common¬ 
ly) fraud] 

3 [count] Brit : a hard peppermint candy 
hum-ding-er /'hAm'dirja 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] informal 

: something that is very impressive or exciting ■ The last 
storm was a real humdinger 1 . ■ I hear we’re in for another 
humdinger of a storm! 

hum-drum /'hAm.drAin/ adj [more most ~] : not inter¬ 
esting : dull, boring, and ordinary ■ She liked the movie, but 
I thought it was humdrum. • another humdrum day at the of¬ 
fice ■ humdrum chores 

hu-mer-US /'hjurmaras/ noun, pi hu-meri /'hjuimairai/ 
[count] medical : the long bone of the upper arm between 
the shoulder and the elbow — see picture at human 
hu-mid /'hjuimad/ adj [more most ~] : having a lot of 
moisture in the air ■ humid weather ■ a humid climate/day/ 
season - It’s very hot and humid [=muggy] today, 
hu-mid-i-fi-er /hju , mid3,faj3‘/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a ma¬ 
chine that adds moisture to the air in a room — compare 
dehumidifier 

hu-mid-i-ty /hju'midati/ noun [noncount] : moisture in the 
air ■ the humidity of the region ■ It's not the heat that will get 
you—it's the humidity. : the amount of moisture in the air ■ 



809 


humiliate • hunger strike 


The temperature is 67 degrees with humidity at 75 percent. ■ 
an area of low/high humidity 

hu-mil-i-ate /hju'mili,eit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing [+ 

obj] : to make (someone) feel very ashamed or foolish ■ I 
hope I don’t humiliate myself during the presentation. ■ He 
accused her of trying to humiliate him in public. ■ She was 
hurt and deeply humiliated by the lies he told about her. 

— humiliating adj [more most ~] • It was a humiliating 
defeat. — hu-mil-i-a-tion /hju.mili'eijan/ noun,pi -tions 
[noncount] I can’t take any more humiliation, [count] The 
loss would be one more humiliation for our team. 

hu-mil-i-ty /hju'milati/ noun [noncount] : the quality or 
state of not thinking you are better than other people : the 
quality or state of being humble ■ He accepted the honor 
with humility. ■ The ordeal taught her humility. 
hum-mer /'hAma 1 / noun, pi -mers [count] US, informal 
: hummingbird ■ A hummer was feeding at the flowers. 
hum*ming*bird /'hAmirj.ba-d/ noun, pi -birds [count] : a 
very small, brightly colored American bird that has wings 
which beat very fast — see color picture on page C9 
hum-mock /'hAmak/ noun, pi -mocks [count] : a small hill 
hum-mus /'humas/ noun [noncount] : a soft food made of 
ground chickpeas, garlic, and oil 
hu-mon-gous also hu-mun-gous /hju'mAQgas/ adj 
[more most ~] informal : very large : HUGE ■ a hu- 
mongous dish of ice cream 
1 hll*mor (US) or Brit hu-mour /'hjuima*/ noun 

1 [noncount] a : a funny or amusing quality ■ He didn’t ap¬ 
preciate the humor of the situation. • Someday, you’ll see the 
humor in this. ■ Everyone likes the gentle humor of his stories 
of family life, b : jokes, funny stories, etc., of a particular 
kind ■ She doesn’t care for ethnic humor. ■ The book is a col¬ 
lection of American humor. — see also gallows humor 

2 [noncount] : the ability to be funny or to be amused by 
things that are funny ■ His humor is one of his most attrac¬ 
tive qualities. ■ She has a great sense of humor. [=she says 
funny things and can see the funny side of things] ■ He has no 
sense of humor. [=he does not find things amusing] 

3 formal : the way someone feels emotionally [singular] She 
was in a good/bad humor [=(more commonly) mood] all day. 
[noncount] He answered the reporter's questions with charm 
and good humor. [=in a friendly and cheerful way] 

— compare good-humored, ill-humored 

— hu-mor-less (US) or Brit hu-mour-less /'hjuim&bs/ 
adj [more most ~] ■ a dour and humorless man ■ The 
film is completely humorless. 

2 humor (US) or Brit humour verb -mors; -mored; -mor- 

ing [+ obj] : to try to please or satisfy (someone) by doing 
what is wanted ■ The only way to get along with him is to hu¬ 
mor him. ■ I know you don’t agree, but just humor me. [=lis- 
ten to me] 

hu-mor-ist /'hjuimanst/ noun, pi -ists [count] : someone 
(such as a writer) who tells funny stories 
hU-mor-OUS /'hjuimaras/ adj [more most J : causing 
laughter : funny ■ a humorous story ■ a humorous writer ■ 
The book is very humorous. 

— hu-mor-ous-ly adv ■ a humorously misleading sign 
humour Brit spelling of humor 

1 hump /'hAmp/ noun, pi humps [count] 

1 : a rounded lump on the surface of something: such as a 
: a raised, rounded part of a road ■ a rough road with many 
humps [= bulges ] and bumps b : a lump on the back of an 
animal (such as a camel) C : a lump on the back of a person 
whose spine is curved in an abnormal way 

2 the hump Brit, informal : a state in which you are angry or 
upset ■ She gets the hump when she loses. = Losing gives her 
the hump. [=she becomes angry or upset when she loses] 
over the hump informal : past the most difficult part of 

something (such as a project or job) ■ A few more months 
of hard work should be enough to get/put us over the hump 
on this project. 

— humped /'hAmpt/ adj [more most ~] ■ a humped back 
“hump verb humps; humped; hump-ing [+obj\ 

1 chiefly Brit : to carry (something heavy) ■ They had to 
hump [=lug] the supplies far into the jungle. 

2 offensive : to have sex with (someone) 
hump-back /'hAmpgbsek/ noun, pi -backs [count] 

1 : HUMPBACK WHALE 

2 a : hunchback 1 b offensive : hunchback 2 

— hump-backed /'hAmp'bsekt/ adj [more most ~] ■ a 
humpbacked fish 

humpback whale noun, pi ~ whales [count] : a type of 


large whale that has a curved back and very long flippers 
humungous variant spelling of humongous 
hu-mus /'hjuimas/ noun [noncount] : a brown or black ma¬ 
terial in soil that is formed when plants and animals decay 
1 hunch /'hAntf/ verb hunch-es; hunched; hunch-ing 

1 [no obj] : to bend your body forward and down so that 
your back is rounded ■ The generals were hunched [-bent] 
over the table reading a map. 

2 [+ obj] : to raise (your shoulders or back) while bending 
your head forward especially to hide or protect your face ■ 
He hunched his shoulders as he headed out into the storm. 

2 hunch noun, pi hunches [count] : a belief or idea about 
something (especially a future event) that is not based on 
facts or evidence ■ My hunch is that the stock is going to go 
up in value. • “How did you know I’d be here?” “It was just a 
hunch." • I had a hunch [-had a feeling] (that) I’d see you 
here. ■ She was acting on a hunch. = (chiefly US) She was 
playing a hunch. 

hunch-back /'hAntf.bgek/ noun, pi -backs [count] 

1 : a back in which the spine is curved in an abnormal way 

2 offensive : a person with a hunchback 

— hunch-backed /'hAntf'bgekt/ adj ■ a hunchbacked old 
man/woman 

hun-dred /'liAndrad/ noun, pi -dreds 

1 pi hundred [count] : the number 100 ■ a/one hundred (of 
them) ■ a hundred and one = one hundred and one = (chiefly 
US) a hundred one [=101] ■ two/several hundred (of them) 

2 hundreds [plural] a : an amount that is more than 200 • 
Hundreds (and hundreds) (of them) came. = They came in 
the hundreds. = (chiefly Brit) They came In their hundreds. 
b — used to refer to a specified century ■ The bridge was 
built some time in the sixteen -hundreds. [=the 1600s; the 
17th century] 

3 [count] : a very large number — usually plural ■ I’ve seen 
that movie hundreds of times. [=many times] 

4 [count] US : a hundred-dollar bill : a bill that is worth 100 
dollars ■ Can you give me change for a hundred! ■ He paid 
with a couple of hundreds. 

ninety-nine times out of a hundred informal : almost al¬ 
ways ■ Ninety-nine times out of a hundred , you can fix the 
problem by restarting the computer. 

— hundred adj, always used before a noun ■ a hundred em¬ 
ployees [=100 employees] ■ several hundred people • We 
drove a few hundred miles today. ■ I’ve seen that movie a 
hundred times. [=many times] — hundreds pronoun • 
Hundreds (of them) came. — hun-dredth /'hAndradO/ 
noun, pi -dredths [count] ■ one hundredth of a second = 
one one-hundredth of a second [=Vioo second] 

— hundredth adj ■ the hundredth person to join 

— hundredth adv • the nation’s hundredth largest city 
hun-dred-weight /'hAndrad«weit/ noun, pi -weight or 

-weights [count] : a unit of weight equal to 100 pounds in 
the U.S. or to 112 pounds in the U.K. 
hung past tense and past participle of 1 hang 
Hun-gar-i-an /^g'gerijan/ noun, pi -ans 

1 [count] : a person bom, raised, or living in Hungary 

2 [noncount] : the language of the Hungarian people 

— Hungarian adj ■ Hungarian food ■ a Hungarian word 
1 hun-ger /'hAgg^/ noun, pi -gers 

1 [noncount] a : a very great need for food : a severe lack 
of food ■ She has been a leader in the fight against world hun¬ 
ger. • Thousands of people there are dying from/of hunger. 
[=dying because they do not have enough food; starving to 
death] b : an uncomfortable feeling in your stomach that is 
caused by the need for food ■ One sandwich wasn’t enough 
to satisfy his hunger. ■ hunger pangs 

2 [count] : a strong desire ■ spiritual/sexual hungers : a strong 
desire/or something or to do something ■ Her students have a 
genuine hunger for knowledge. ■ a hunger to succeed = a hun¬ 
ger for success — compare thirst 

from hunger US, informal : of very bad quality : very poor¬ 
ly done ■ The film’s scenery is beautiful, but the plot is 
(strictly) from hunger. 

“hunger verb -gers; -gered; -ger-ing [no obj] literary : to 
have or feel a strong desire ■ He hungered to succeed. — usu¬ 
ally + after or for ■ He hungered after success. ■ The nation 
hungers for a strong leader. — compare thirst 
hunger Strike noun, pi <*-' strikes [count]: the act of refus¬ 
ing to eat as a way of showing that you strongly disagree with 
or disapprove of something ■ She has threatened to go on a 
hunger strike [=refuse to eat] if her colleagues are not re¬ 
leased from prison. 
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- hunger striker noun, pi ~ -ers [count] 

hung jury noun, pi ~ juries [count] law : a jury whose 
members cannot agree about what the verdict should be • 
The trial ended with a hung jury and the judge declared a 
mistrial. 

hung Over adj [more most ~] : sick because you drank 
too much alcohol at an earlier time : suffering from a hang¬ 
over • He woke up groggy and hung over. 
hung parliament noun, pi ~ -ments [count] Brit : a par¬ 
liament in which no political party has a clear majority 
hun^arv /'liAngri/ adj hun*gri*er; -est 

1 a : suffering because of a lack of food : greatly affected by 
hunger ■ There are millions of hungry people throughout the 
world. ■ Too many people in the world go hungry every day. 
[=suffer every day because they do not have enough food to 
eat] b : having an uncomfortable feeling in your stomach 
because you need food : feeling hunger ■ That girl is always 
hungry. ■ I’m hungry. When’s dinner? ■ I feel hungry. 

2 not used before a noun : feeling a strong desire or need for 
something or to do something ■ The prisoners’ families were 
hungry for more information. ■ They were hungry to learn 
more. ■ hungry for success/attention/power — often used in 
combination ■ power -hungiy politicians 

3 always used before a noun : showing hunger or desire • 
hungry eyes ■ a hungry look 

4 : feeling a strong desire and determination to succeed ■ 
The coach wants the players to stay hungry. [=to continue 
feeling a strong desire to win] 

— hun-grMy /'hAggrali/ adv ■ The dog stared hungrily at the 
food on the table. 


hung Up adj [more most —] informal 

1 US : delayed for a time ■ She got hung up at the airport. 
[=she had to be at the airport longer than she expected to be] 

2 : thinking or worrying too much about something or 
someone ■ Many people are hung up about their physical ap¬ 
pearance. — usually + on ■ He’s still hung up on his ex-wife. ■ 
students who are hung up on getting perfect grades 

hunk /'hArjk/ noun, pi hunks [count] 

1 : a large lump or piece of something ■ a hunk of cheese/ 
bread ■ a steak cut into meaty hunks 

2 informal: an attractive man ■ That actor is such a hunk\ 

— hunk*y /'hAqki/ adj hunk*i*er; -est informal • That ac¬ 
tor is so hunky ! 

hun«ker /'hAi}k»/ verb -kers; -kered; -ker-ing [no obj ] 

chiefly US : to lower your body to the ground by bending 
your legs ■ The hikers hunkered (down) under a cliff until the 
storm passed. 

hunker down [phrasal verb] : to stay in a place for a period 
of time ■ The leaders hunkered down at a country estate for 
difficult peace negotiations. 

hunk«y—dory /^Aijki'dori/ adj, not used before a noun 
[more most —] informal : free of trouble or problems 
: fine ■ Everything is hunky-dory right now. 

1 hunt /'hAnt/ verb hunts; hunt*ed; hunting 

1 : to chase and kill (wild animals) for food or pleasure [+ 
obj] The wolf was hunting its prey. ■ These birds have been 
hunted almost to extinction. ■ a gun used for hunting squir¬ 
rels [no obj] He likes to hunt and fish. 

2 : to search for something or someone very carefully and 
thoroughly [no obj] She hunted around in the closet for a 
pair of shoes. — often +for ■ The police are hunting for a kill¬ 
er. ■ He’s hunting for a new apartment. ■ We went to the mall 
to hunt for bargains. [+ obj] Police hunted the escaped pris¬ 
oners through several states. ■ (US) We went to the mall to 
hunt bargains. 

hunt down [phrasal verb] 1 hunt (something) down or hunt 
down (something) : to succeed in finding (something) ■ It 
may take me a while to hunt down the phone number. 2 
hunt (someone) down or hunt down (someone) : to find 
and capture (someone) ■ The killer was hunted down with 
help from his relatives. 

hunt out [phrasal verb] hunt (something) out or hunt out 
(something) : to find (something) after searching for it • It 
took a while to hunt out the papers, but we finally found 
everything we needed. 

hunt up [phrasal verb] hunt (someone or something) up or 
hunt up (someone or something) : to succeed in finding 
(someone or something) ■ You can hunt up a good car at a 
fair price if you try. 

2 hunt noun.pl hunts [count] 

1 : an occasion when people hunt wild animals ■ They went 
on a hunt. ■ a bear/fox/pheasant hunt 


2 : an act of searching for something or someone ■ We finally 
found a good restaurant after a long hunt. • The hunt for the 
escaped convicts continues. = The hunt is still on for the es¬ 
caped convicts. = The police are still on the hunt [=are still 
searching] for the escaped convicts. — see also scavenger 
HUNT, TREASURE HUNT, WITCH HUNT 

3 chiefly Brit : a group of people who hunt foxes together 
in the hunt US : having a chance to win or succeed in a con¬ 
test or competition ■ At this point in the season, both teams 
are still in the hunt. [=both teams have a chance of winning 
the championship] 

hunt—and—peck AhAntp'pek/ noun [noncount] informal 
: a method of typing that involves looking at the keyboard 
and using only one finger of each hand to press the keys 
hunt«er /'hAnta 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 a : a person who hunts wild animals ■ a deer hunter b : a 
person who searches for something ■ My mother is a 
bargain-/iM/ifer. [=a person who searches for good prices on 
items to buy] ■ job -hunters [=people trying to find jobs; job¬ 
seekers] — see also bounty hunter 

2 : a strong horse that people use when they hunt foxes 
hunt*er-gath*er*er /'hAnt^'g^aa-ray noun, pi -ers [count] 

: a member of a culture in which people hunt animals and 
look for plants to eat instead of growing crops and raising 
animals ■ a tribe of hunter-gatherers 
hunt-ing /'hAntirj/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the activity or sport of chasing and killing wild animals ■ 
His hobbies include hunting and fishing. ■ The law prohibits 
the hunting of migratory birds. ■ big-game hunting • She likes 
to go hunting. ■ We went hunting for bear. = We went bear- 
hunting. — often used before another noun ■ hunting boots ■ 
a hunting accident ■ the hunting season ■ a hunting dog [=a 
dog people use when they hunt] — see also foxhunting, 
head-hunting 

2 : the activity of searching for something ■ bargain-hunting ■ 
job-hunting 

hunt-ress /'hAntras/ noun, pi -ress*es [count] literary : a 
woman who hunts wild animals 
hunts*man /'hAntsman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] for¬ 
mal 

1 : a person (especially a man) who hunts wild animals 

2 : a person (especially a man) who manages a group of peo¬ 
ple who are hunting wild animals 

1 hur*dle /'had!/ noun, pi hur¬ 
dles 

1 a [count] : one of a series of 
barriers to be jumped over in a 
race b the hurdles : a race in 
which runners must jump over 
hurdles ■ He won a medal in 
the high hurdles. — usually 
used with a singular verb ■ The 
hurdles is his best event. 

2 [count] : something that 
makes an achievement diffi¬ 
cult ■ The company faces se¬ 
vere financial hurdles this year. 

■ She overcame many hurdles 
[-obstacles] on her way to 
earning a college diploma. 

2 hurdle verb hur-dles hur-dled; hur-dling (+ obj] 

1 : to jump over (something) while running ■ The horse hur¬ 
dled the fence. 

2 : to deal with (a problem or difficulty) successfully * She 
hurdled [=overcame] many obstacles on her way to earning a 
college diploma. 

- hur-dler /"hadjay noun, pi hur-dlers [count] 
hur*dy—gur*dy /,ha>di'ga < di/ noun, pi -dies [count] 

1 : a stringed musical instrument that is played by turning a 
handle 

2 I BARREL ORGAN 

hurl /'haral /verb hurls; hurled; hurMng /'ha-lii]/ 

1 [+ obj] : to throw (something) with force ■ Someone hurled 
a rock through the window. ■ He hurled a chair at me. ■ It 
looked like she was going to hurl herself down the stairs. 

2 [+ obj] : to say or shout (something, such as an insult) in a 
loud and forceful way ■ The protesters hurled insults at us. 

3 [no obj] US slang : vomit 

- hurl-er /*h ?r\&/ noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a baseball team with 
several talented hurlers [-pitchers] 

hur*ly—bur*ly /,ha4i'ba4i/ noun [noncount] : a very active or 
confused state or situation ■ the hurly-burly of politics ■ We 
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left the hurly-burly of city life and moved to the countryside, 
hur-rah /hu'ra:/ or hoo-ray /hu'rei/ also hur-ray /hu'rei/ 
inter] — used to express joy, approval, or encouragement ■ 
Hurrah ! I got the job! • Hip, hip, hoorayl — sometimes +for • 
Hurrah for the home team! — see also LAST HURRAH 
hlir*ri*cane /■hara.kem, Brit 'hArakan/ noun, pi -canes 
[count ]: an extremely large, powerful, and destructive storm 
with very strong winds that occurs especially in the western 
part of the Atlantic Ocean 
hur-ried /'harid/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : happening or done very quickly or too quickly ■ The gen¬ 
eral was forced to make a hurried decision. ■ She had a hur¬ 
ried meeting with her advisers before speaking to the press. ■ 
a hurried meal/departure 

2 : working very quickly or too quickly ■ a hurried waitress 
— hur-ried-ly /'haradli/ adv ■ a hurriedly scribbled note ■ de¬ 
part hurriedly 

1 hur»ry /'hari/ verb -rles; -ried; -ry-ing 

1 [no obj] : to move, act, or go quickly ■ Take your time. 
There’s no need to hurry. ■ She hurried off to her class. ■ He 
hurried after her. ■ They hurried past us. ■ Huny (back) home 
now. ■ We hurried through the lesson so that we could finish 
early. ■ We’ll miss our flight if we don’t hurry. = If we don’t 
hurry we’ll miss our flight. — often + up ■ If we don’t hurry 
up we’ll miss our flight. ■ Hurry upl We’re going to be late! 

2 [+ obj\ a : to make (someone) move, act, or go quickly ■ 
She hates to be hurried [=rushed] at dinner. ■ The teacher 
hurried us through the lesson. — often + up ■ Somebody 
needs to hurry them up so we can leave. ■ Could you hurry it 
up a little please? [=could you please do what you are doing 
a little more quickly?] b [+ obj] : to carry or send (someone 
or something) more quickly than usual ■ They hurried the 
children off to bed. ■ A messenger hurried [=rushed\ the 
package across town. 

3 [+ obj] a : to increase the speed of (something) ■ He heard 
the train coming and hurried his pace. [=he began to walk 
more quickly] b : to do (something) quickly or too quickly 
■ Don’t hurry [=rush\ your homework. ■ The quarterback was 
forced to hurry his throw. 

hurry up and wait US, informal — used to describe a situa¬ 
tion in which you are forced to spend a lot of time waiting 
■ My father says that all he did in the army was hurry up 
and wait. — sometimes used as a noun phrase ■ Traveling 
often involves a lot of hurry up and wait. [=a lot of waiting] 

2 hurry noun [noncount] : a need to do something more quick¬ 
ly than usual: RUSH ■ “Come on, let’s go.” “What’s the (big) 
hurryT' [=why do we need to hurry?] ■ Why the hurry ? ■ Take 
your time. There’s no (great) hurry. ■ In her hurry to leave she 
forgot her briefcase. 

in a hurry 1 : very quickly ■ The weather got worse in a 
hurry. 2 : feeling a strong need to move, act, or go quick¬ 
ly ■ He was in too much of a hurry to stop and say hello. ■ 
teenagers who are in a (big) hurry to grow up [=who are ea¬ 
ger to grow up; who want to grow up quickly] ■ We're not 
in a/any hurry. = We re in no hurry. [=we do not need to 
hurry; we have plenty of time] — sometimes used to say 
that someone does not want to do something ■ It was get¬ 
ting late, but our guests were not in a/any huny to leave. = 
Our guests were in no hurry to leave. [=we wanted our 
guests to leave, but they did not seem to want to leave] ■ 
I’m in no (particular/big/great) hurry to go to the dentist. 
1 hurt /'h ?ri/ verb hurts; hurt; hurt-ing 

1 a [+ obj] : to cause pain or injury to (yourself, someone 
else, or a part of your body) ■ Be careful with that knife or 
you could hurt yourself. ■ Ouch! You're hurting my arm! ■ I 
hurt my back (while) carrying a heavy box up the stairs. ■ She 
was badly/seriously hurt in a car accident. 'My tooth/back 
still hurts me. ■ Don’t worry about the dog—he wouldn’t hurt 
a fly. [=the dog would never bite or attack anyone; the dog is 
very gentle] synonyms see injure b [no obj] : to be a 
source or cause of pain ■ My tooth/back hurts (a lot/little). ■ 
It hurts [=it is painful] to walk on hot pavement with bare 
feet. ■ The injection didn’t hurt at all. = It didn’t hurt a bit. ■ 
Ouch! That hurts'. ■ My arm hurts very badly. = ( informally ) 
My arm hurts like hell. ■ My leg hurt. = ( chiefly US) My leg 
was hurting. C [no obj] : to feel physical pain ■ When I woke 
up this morning I hurt all over. 

2 a [+ obj] : to make (someone) sad or upset : to cause 
(someone) to suffer emotionally ■ Their lack of interest in 
her work hurt her deeply. ■ You’re only hurting yourself by 
holding a grudge against them. ■ It hurt me to see her go. ■ It 
hurts me to say this [=1 don’t enjoy saying this], but I just 


don’t think you can do the job. • I can’t tell him the meal was 
bad because I don’t want to hurt his feelings. [=hurt him; 
make him sad or upset] b [no obj] : to feel emotional pain 
or distress - My sister has really been hurting [=has been very 
upset and unhappy] since her boyfriend left her. 

3 : to do harm to (someone or something): to affect (some¬ 
one or something) in a bad or harmful way : damage [+ 
obj] The lack of rain has hurt the com crop. ■ If we lose this 
game it will seriously hurt our chances of making the play¬ 
offs. ■ These new regulations will hurt small businesses. ■ hurt 
profits/sales ■ There’s no doubt that this scandal has hurt her 
image. ■ Would it hurt you to cook dinner for once? = It 
wouldn’t hurt you to cook dinner for once. [=you should 
cook dinner] ■ As far as he’s concerned, what he doesn't 
know can’t/won’t hurt him. [=he would rather not know 
about something; he thinks that if he does not know about 
something, he cannot be damaged by it, blamed for it, etc.] 
[no obj] The company needs to cut spending, even if it hurts. 

— usually used in negative statements ■ I know he’s qualified 
for the job, but it doesn’t hurt [=it helps] that the company 
president is his mother’s best friend. ■ It wouldn’t hurt to try a 
little harder. [=you should try a little harder] ■ We may not 
finish on time, but it won’t hurt to try. [=we should try] ■ 
“Should I ask her for a job?” “It couldn’t/can’t hurt (to ask).” 
[=she may give you a job if you ask] 

4 [no obj ]: to have many problems : to be in a bad situation 
or condition ■ Those poor people are hurting and need our 
help. ■ The local economy is hurting right now. [=it is doing 
poorly] 

hurt for [phrasal verb ] US, informal 1 hurt for (something) 
: to lack (something needed) ■ Those children are hurting 
for attention. [=those children need to be given more atten¬ 
tion] ■ The company is hurting for money right now. 2 
hurt for (someone) : to have sympathy or pity for (some¬ 
one) ■ I hurt for [=feel for] those poor people. 

2 hurt adj [more most ~] 

1 : having a physical injury ■ Those who are most badly/seri¬ 
ously hurt [-injured] will be cared for first. ■ She has a hurt 
back. 

2 : feeling or showing emotional pain ■ She gave him a hurt 
look. ■ hurt [=wounded] pride ■ I was/felt deeply hurt by their 
refusal to help. [=1 was very sad or upset because they re¬ 
fused to help] ■ His behavior at the party caused a lot of hurt 
feelings. [=it made many people upset or sad] 

3 hurt noun, pi hurts : mental or emotional pain [noncount] 
Her sympathy eased the hurt he felt after his dog’s death. ■ It 
takes a long time to get past the hurt [suffering] of a bitter 
divorce, [count] They felt a great hurt after their bitter di¬ 
vorce. ■ She tried to put past hurts behind her. 
put the/a hurt on US, informal : to injure or damage (some¬ 
one or something) ■ If we adopt a more aggressive strategy, 
we can really put the hurt on our competitors. ■ They really 
put a hurt on him. [=hurt/injured him very badly] 
hurt-ful /'ha^tfal/ adj [more most ~] : causing injury or 
emotional pain; especially : cruel or unkind ■ She can’t for¬ 
give him for the hurtful things he said. ■ hurtful gossip ■ Their 
comments were really hurtful to me. 

— hurt-ful-ly adv ■ He spoke hurtfully to her. — hurt-ful¬ 
ness noun [noncount ] 

hur*tle /'htrti/ verb hur-tles; hur-tled; hur-tling 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
move or fall with great speed and force ■ Boulders hurtled 
down the hill. ■ comets hurtling through space ■ We kept to 
the side of the road as cars and trucks hurtled past us. — of¬ 
ten used figuratively ■ a countiy hurtling toward disaster 

2 [+ obj] : to cause (something or someone) to move or go 
with great speed and force : HURL ■ The protesters hurtled 
bottles at the police. ■ He hurtled himself into the crowd. 

1 hlJS*band /'hAzband/ noun, pi -bands [count] : a married 
man : the man someone is married to ■ Have you met her 
husband) ■ They were husband and wife [=a married couple] 
for almost 60 years. — compare wife 
z husband verb -bands; -band-ed; -band-ing [+ obj] for- 
mal : to carefully use or manage (something, such as a re¬ 
source) ■ The country has husbanded its resources well. 
hus*band*ry /'hAzbandri/ noun [singular] formal : the ac¬ 
tivity of raising plants or animals for food : farming ■ crop 
husbandly — see also animal husbandry 
1 hush /'IiaJV verb hush-es; hushed; hush-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to make (someone) quiet, calm, or still ■ The wom¬ 
an in the seat behind me was trying to hush her baby. ■ The 
judge hushed the spectators. — often used as (be) hushed ■ 
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The crowd was hushed. ■ a hushed [—quiet] courtroom ■ 
speaking in hushed [^whispering] tones 

2 [no obj] : to become quiet ■ The spectators hushed as the 
judge entered the courtroom. ■ The room hushed [=people 
stopped talking, making noise, etc.] as the theater lights 
dimmed. — usually used to tell someone to be quiet ■ Hush , 
children. I’m going to tell you a story. 

hush up [phrasal verb] hush (something) up or hush up 
(something) : to prevent people from knowing the truth 
about (something, such as a crime) ■ hush up a crime/scan¬ 
dal ■ The city government tried to hush things up when the 
mayor was arrested. 

2 hUSh noun [ singular ] : a time of silence, stillness, or calm es¬ 
pecially after noise ■ A hush fell/came over the theater. = A 
hush settled/descended on the theater. [=the theater became 
quiet; people stopped talking, making noise, etc.] 
hUSh—hilSh /'hA/jhAj*/ adj [more most ~] : kept secret 
: known only to a few people ■ He wants to keep the relation¬ 
ship hush-hush. ■ She works for a hush-hush government 
agency. 

hush money noun [noncount] : money paid so that some¬ 
one will keep information secret: money that you pay some¬ 
one to hush something up ■ He’s accused of paying her hush 
money to keep their affair secret. 

1 husk /'fiAsk/ noun, pi husks [count] : a usually thin, dry lay¬ 
er that covers some seeds and fruits ■ a com husk [=(£/.S) 
shuck] — see color picture on page C4 
2 husk verb husks; husked; husk*ing 1+ obj\ : to remove 
the thin, dry layer that covers some seeds and fruits : to re¬ 
move the husk from (something) ■ Please husk [=(t/5) shuck ] 
the com while I set the table. 

1 hus-ky /'hAski/ adj hus-ki-er; -est 

1 of a voice : sounding somewhat rough ■ a husky [-hoarse] 
voice 

2 : large and strong ■ a husky [-burly] laborer 

2 hUSky noun.pl hus-kies [count ]: a large dog with thick fur 
that is used for pulling sleds — see picture at DOG 
hUS'Sy /'liAsi/ noun, pi -sies [count] old-fashioned + offen¬ 
sive : a girl or woman who does things that people consider 
immoral, improper, etc. ■ a brazen/wanton hussy -0- Hussy is 
now rarely used except in a joking way. 
hustings /‘hAStiqz/ noun 

on the hustings : making speeches, meeting people, etc., in 
order to get people to vote for you : campaigning for a po¬ 
litical office ■ candidates who are (out) on the hustings 
the hustings : the political speeches, meetings, etc., that 
happen before an election ■ news reports from the hustings 
1 hus*tle /'hAsal/ verb hus-tles; hus-tled; hus-tling 

/'hASOlii]/ 

1 [+ obj] : to quickly move or push (someone) often in a 
rough way ■ The guards hustled the prisoners into the jail. ■ 
The star’s manager hustled him out the back door of the the¬ 
ater to avoid the throngs of fans. ■ She hustled the children 
(off) to school. 

2 [no obj] chiefly US a : to move or work in a quick and en¬ 
ergetic way ■ If we want to catch that bus, we’re going to 
have to hustle. [=rush] b : to play a sport with a lot of ener¬ 
gy and effort ■ He’s not the most talented player on the team, 
but he always hustles. 

3 US, informal a : to get (something, such as money) in an 
illegal or improper way [+ obj] She spent her mornings hus¬ 
tling change [=asking people for money] on the sidewalk. 
[no obj] hustling for money b [+ obj] : to sell (something ille¬ 
gal, such as drugs) ■ He’s been hustling drugs for a few years. 
: to sell (something) in an illegal or improper way ■ They hus¬ 
tle diamonds, furs—whatever people are buying. 

4 [+ obj] informal a : to take something and especially mon¬ 
ey from (someone) by lying or doing something unfair : to 
swindle or cheat (someone) ■ She’s accused of running an 
elaborate scam to hustle elderly people, b chiefly US : to 
earn money by playing (a gambling game) and especially by 
playing against people who are less skillful than you are ■ He 
made a living by hustling pool. 

5 [no obj] US, informal : to work as a prostitute 

hustle up [phrasal verb] hustle up (something) or hustle 
(something) up US, informal : to quickly get or find (some¬ 
thing) ■ I’ll try to hustle up [= rustle up] some tickets to to¬ 
night’s game. ■ Let’s see if we can hustle up some grub. 
[=find something to eat] 

2 hUStle noun, pi hustles 

1 [noncount] a : energetic activity ■ I enjoy the hustle and 
bustle of the city, b chiefly US : effort and energy in playing 


a sport ■ The fans admire him for his hustle. 

2 [count] informal : a dishonest plan for getting money ■ 
She’s always trying some kind of hustle [=scam] on the street, 
hus-tler /*hAsl9/ noun, pi hus*tlers [count] : a person who 
hustles: such as a chiefly US : a person who regularly earns 
money by playing a gambling game ■ a pool hustler b chiefly 
US, informal : prostitute 

hut /'hAt/ noun, pi huts [count] : a small and simple house or 
building ■ a mud/wooden hut [=shack] 
hutch /'hAtf/ noun, pi hutch-es [count] 

1 US : a piece of furniture that is used for displaying and 
storing dishes — called also (Brit) dresser, (Brit) Welsh dresser 

2 : an enclosed area or cage for an animal ■ a rabbit hutch 
HVAC abbr heating, ventilating, and air-conditioning; heat¬ 
ing, ventilation, and air-conditioning 

hwy abbr highway 

hy-a-cinth /'hajasmG/ noun, pi -cinths [count] : a type of 
plant that is grown in gardens and has flowers that smell 
sweet 

hy-brid /'haibrad /noun, pi -brids [count] 

1 : an animal or plant that is produced from two animals or 
plants of different kinds ■ a hybrid of two roses 

2 : something that is formed by combining two or more 
things ■ The band plays a hybrid of jazz and rock. 

— hybrid adj, always used before a noun • a hybrid rose/tree ■ 
The car is a hybrid vehicle that uses both electricity and 
gasoline. 

hy«dra /'haidra/ noun, pi -dras 

1 Hydra [singular] : a monster in Greek mythology that has 
many heads 

2 [count] : a very complicated and serious problem that can¬ 
not be easily solved ■ trying to slay the hydra of inflation 

hy*drant /'haidrant/ noun, pi -drants [count] : fire hy¬ 
drant 

1 hy«drate /'ha^dreit/ noun, pi -drates [count] technical : a 
substance that is formed when water combines with another 
substance 

2 hydrate verb -drates; -drat-ed; -drat-ing [+ obj\ somewhat 
technical: to add water or moisture to (something) ■ lotions 
and creams that hydrate the skin : to supply (something) 
with water ■ Drink fluids to hydrate the body. — opposite 

DEHYDRATE 

— hydrated adj [more most ~] ■ Remember to stay hy¬ 
drated. [=to drink enough water] — hy*dra*tion /hai- 
'drei/sn/ noun [noncount] 

hy«drau*lic /hai'dra.'lik /adj 

1 : operated by the pressure of a fluid ■ hydraulic brakes ■ 
the airplane’s hydraulic system 

2 : occurring or used in a hydraulic system ■ hydraulic fluid ■ 
hydraulic pressure 

— hy-drau-li-cal-ly /hai'drculikli/ adv • hydraulically con¬ 
trolled brakes 

hy*drau«lics /hai'drculiks/ noun [noncount] : the science 
that deals with ways to use liquid (such as water) when it is 
moving 

hy*drO-Car-bon /'haidroi^kaa-ban/ noun.pl -bons [count] 
technical: a substance (such as coal or natural gas) that con¬ 
tains only carbon and hydrogen 
hy*drO*ChlO*riC acid /,haidr3'klonk-/ noun [noncount] 
chemistry : a strong acid that is used especially in scientific 
experiments and in manufacturing 
hy»dro«elec«tric Ahaidrowi'lektrik/ adj, technical : of or 
relating to the production of electricity by using machines 
that are powered by moving water ■ a hydroelectric dam ■ hy¬ 
droelectric power 

— hy-dro-elec-tric-i-ty /,haidrowi,lek , tns3ti/ noun [non- 
count] 

hy*dro*foil /'haidrejfojal/ noun, pi -foils [count] : a very 
fast boat that rises partly out of the water when moving at 
high speeds 

hy*drO*gen /'haidrafesn/ noun [noncount] : a chemical ele¬ 
ment that has no color or smell and that is the simplest, light¬ 
est, and most common element 
hy-drO*ge*nat*ed /|hai'dra:cfe3,neit3d/ adj, technical, of 
an oil or fat: having hydrogen added ■ hydrogenated fats/oils 
■ The study showed that partially hydrogenated oils increase 
the risk of heart disease. 

hydrogen bomb noun, pi bombs [Count] : a bomb that 
produces an extremely powerful and destructive explosion 
when hydrogen atoms unite — called also H-bomb 
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hydrogen peroxide noun [ noncount] : a liquid that is 
used to make things lighter in color or to kill bacteria 
1 hy •drO'plane /'haidra^lein/ noun, pi -planes [count] : a 
boat that is designed to move over the surface of water at 
very high speeds 

z hydroplane verb -planes; -planed; -plan-ing [no obj ] 

US, of a -vehicle : to slide on a wet road because a thin layer 
of water on the road causes the tires to lose contact with it ■ 
The car started hydroplaning and skidded off the road, 
hy-dro-pon-ics ^haidrs'pcr.niks/ noun [noncount] techni¬ 
cal : a method of growing plants in water rather than in soil 

— hy-dro-pon-ic /(haidra'pcumk/ adj ■ hydroponic garden¬ 
ing/vegetables 

hy-dro-pow-er /'haidra^awa 1 / noun [noncount] : electrici¬ 
ty produced from machines that are run by moving water 
hy»dro«ther«a-py Ahaidrs'Berspi/ noun, pi -pies [count, 
noncount]: the use of water in the treatment of disease or in¬ 
jury 

hy*e*na /hai'i-.ns/ noun, pi 
-nas [count]: a large animal of 
Asia and Africa that eats the 
flesh of dead animals ■ a pack of 
hyenas The call of the hyena 
sounds like very loud laughter, 
and the hyena is sometimes re¬ 
ferred to as a laughing hyena. A 
person who is laughing in a 
loud or foolish way is some¬ 
times described as laughing like 
a hyena. 

hy-giene /'hai,cfci:n/ noun [noncount] : the things that you 
do to keep yourself and your surroundings clean in order to 
maintain good health ■ Poor sanitation and hygiene caused 
many of the soldiers to get sick. ■ He has very poor personal 
hygiene. ■ Brushing your teeth regularly is an important part 
of good dental/oral hygiene. 
hy-gien-ic /hai'cfei:nik, hai'cfcemk/ adj 

1 : relating to being clean and to the things that are done to 
maintain good health : of or relating to hygiene ■ For hygien¬ 
ic reasons, restaurants should wash silverware and drinking 
glasses more than once. 

2 [more most ~] : clean and likely to maintain good 
health : having or showing good hygiene ■ The hygienic con¬ 
ditions of the operating room are maintained by the nursing 
staff. ■ The prisoners’ living quarters were not hygienic. 

— hy-gien-i-cal-ly /hai'cfeiirukli, hai'tfeemkli / adv 
hy-gien-ist /hai'cfckmst, hai'cfcemst/ noun, pi -ists [count] 

: DENTAL HYGIENIST 

hy-men /'haimsn/ noun, pi -mens [count] : a fold of tissue 
that partly covers the opening of the vagina 
hymn /'him/ noun, pi hymns [count] : a religious song : a 
song that praises God ■ sing a hymn of praise/thanksgiving ■ a 
book of hymns = a hymn book — sometimes used figurative¬ 
ly ■ This sentimental novel is a hymn to childhood and inno¬ 
cence. [=the novel praises childhood and innocence] 
hym-nal /'himnsl/ noun, pi -nals [count] : a book of hymns 
1 hype /'haip/ noun [noncount] informal + often disapproving 
: talk or writing that is intended to make people excited 
about or interested in something or someone ■ There was a 
great deal of media hype surrounding the senator’s an¬ 
nouncement. ■ After months of promotional hype, the band 
finally released their new album. 

2 hype verb hypes; hyped; hyp-ing [+ obj] informal + often 
disapproving : to talk or write about (something or someone) 
in a way that is intended to make people excited or interest¬ 
ed ■ He's being hyped (up) as the next big rap star. ■ Company 
executives have been hyping the new software for months. 
hype up [phrasal verb] hype (someone) up or hype up 
(someone) informal : to make (someone) very excited ■ 
The announcer was trying to hype the crowd up before the 
show started. — often used as hyped up ■ I was so hyped up, 
I couldn’t sleep. 

hy-per /'haipay adj [more most ~] informal : very excited, 
nervous, or active ■ a hyper [=hyperactive ] kid ■ I get a little 
hyper when 1 drink too much coffee, 
hyper- /'haipaV prefix 

1 : excessively or extremely ■ hyperacW\e ■ hypersensitive 

2 : excessive or extreme ■ hypersensitivity ■ hype/tension 
hy-per-ac-tive ^haip^'sektiv/ adj [more most ~] : ex¬ 
tremely active or too active ■ hyperactive children ■ All of 


these wild characters are products of the author’s hyperactive 
[=overactive] imagination. 

— hy-per-ac-tiv-i-ty ^haipa-isek'tivsti/ noun [noncount] 
hy-per*bo*le /hai'p^bali/ noun, pi -les : language that de¬ 
scribes something as better or worse than it really is [non¬ 
count] In describing his accomplishments, he’s somewhat 
given to hyperbole. [=he tends to exaggerate his accomplish¬ 
ments] [count] The customer’s letter of complaint was filled 
with hyperboles [=(more commonly) exaggerations] and out¬ 
rageous claims. 

— hy-per-bol-ic ^haipa^'bcr.lik/ adj • hyperbolic [=(more 
commonly) exaggerated] claims about his accomplish¬ 
ments 

hy-per-crit-i-cal ^haipa^kritiksl/ adj [more most ~] 

: criticizing other people or things too strongly or too often ■ 
a hypercritical boss ■ a hypercritical movie review 
hy-per-drive /'haipa-jdraiv/ noun [noncount] chiefly US, in¬ 
formal : a state of extremely fast activity • With only a few 
weeks left before the election, the campaign has shifted into 
hyper drive. [=has shifted into overdrive; has become ex¬ 
tremely active] 

hy*per-in-fla*tion /ihaipann'fleijsn/ noun [noncount] 

: extremely rapid increase in the price of goods and services 
: extremely rapid economic inflation 
hy*per«link /'haipa^liqk/ noun, pi -links [count] computers 
: a highlighted word or picture in a document or Web page 
that you can click on with a computer mouse to go to anoth¬ 
er place in the same or a different document or Web page 
hy-per*mar-ket /'haipa^maa-kst/ noun, pi -ets [count] 
chiefly Brit: a very large supermarket 
hy*per*sen«si«tive Ahaip^'sensstiv/ adj : very sensitive: 
such as a : having feelings that are very easily hurt ■ a hy¬ 
persensitive child ■ She’s hypersensitive about her past, b 
: very strongly and easily affected or harmed by something 
(such as a drug) • People who are hypersensitive to the chem¬ 
ical may have violent reactions even to small amounts. 

— hy-per-sen-si-tiv-i-ty /,haipa , sens3 , tiv3ti/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

hy-per-ten-sion ^haipa^tenfan/ noun [noncount] medical 
: high blood pressure ■ He’s being treated for hypertension. 

— hy-per-ten-sive Ahaip^'tensiv/ adj ■ hypertensive pa¬ 
tients 

hy-per-text /'haipa^tekst/ noun [noncount] computers : an 
arrangement of the information in a computer database that 
allows a user to get information and to go from one docu¬ 
ment to another by clicking on highlighted words or pictures 
hy-per-ven-ti-late Ahaip^'ventadeit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; 
-lat-ing [no obj] : to breathe very quickly and deeply ■ The 
boy panicked and began hyperventilating. ^ When you hy¬ 
perventilate you breathe so quickly that you begin to feel diz¬ 
zy. Hyperventilate is also sometimes used figuratively to de¬ 
scribe a person who is becoming very upset or excited but 
not actually breathing quickly. ■ The latest economic news 
has prompted a lot of hyperventilating on Wall Street, ^peo¬ 
ple on Wall Street are very upset about the news] 

— hy-per-ven-ti-la-tion ^haipa^vents'leijsn/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

hy-phen /'haifsn/ noun, pi -phens [count] : a punctuation 
mark - that is used to connect words or parts of words 
hy-phen-ate /'haifs.neit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing [+ 
obj] : to connect (words or parts of words) with a hyphen ■ In 
English, we hyphenate some compounds but not others. 

— hyphenated adj ■ “Runner-up” is a hyphenated term, 
hyp-no-sis /hip'noosas/ noun [noncount] : a state that re¬ 
sembles sleep but in which you can hear and respond to 
questions or suggestions ■ He underwent hypnosis to treat his 
fear of water. ■ While under hypnosis , she described the hor¬ 
rific accident in detail. 

hyp*no-ther*a*py Ahipnou'Berspi/ noun [noncount] medi¬ 
cal : the use of hypnosis to help people with emotional and 
psychological problems 
1 hyp-not*iC /hip'ncr.tik/ adj 

1 always used before a noun : of or relating to hypnosis ■ The 
psychologist put her into a hypnotic state. 

2 [more most ~] : having an effect like hypnosis: such as 
a : tending to cause sleep or relaxation ■ Riding in a car of¬ 
ten has a hypnotic effect on babies. ■ the steady, hypnotic 
rhythm of the train b : attractive or interesting in a power¬ 
ful or mysterious way ■ Her voice is powerful and hypnotic, 
[^spellbinding, fascinating] ■ a hypnotic personality 

— hyp-not-i-cal-ly /hip'naitikli/ adv ■ chanting hypnotically 
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2 hypnotiC noun, pi -ICS [count] medical: a drug that causes 
sleep 

hyp-no-tism /'hipna^zam/ noun [noncount] : the act or 
practice of putting people into a state of hypnosis ■ a psy¬ 
chologist who employs hypnotism to treat his patients 
hyp-no*tiSt /'hipn3,tist/ noun, pi -tlsts [count] : a person 
who puts people into a state of hypnosis : a person who hyp¬ 
notizes people 

hyp*no*tize also Brit hyp*no«tise /'hipn3,taiz/ verb -tiz- 
es; -tized, -tiz-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to put (a person) into a state of hypnosis • The therapist 
hypnotized him and asked him questions about his traumatic 
experiences in the war. ■ a hypnotized patient 

2 : to hold the attention of (someone): to attract (someone) 
in a powerful or mysterious way • He can hypnotize people 
with his stare. — often used as (be) hypnotized • I was hypno¬ 
tized [=fascinated] by her beauty. 

— hypnotizing adj [more most ~] ■ hypnotizing beauty 
hypo -prefix 

1 : under : beneath : down ■ hypodermic 

2 : less than normal or normally ■ hypotension ■ hypothermia 
hy-po-chon-dria ^haips'kaindrijs/ noun [noncount]: un¬ 
usual or excessive concern about your health : a tendency to 
fear or imagine that you have illnesses that you do not actu¬ 
ally have ■ She fueled her hypochondria by reading articles 
about rare diseases. 

hy-po-chon-dri-ac /.haips'kaindri.Eek/ noun, pi -acs 
[count]: a person who is often or always worried about being 
ill "My brother is a real hypochondriac. Every time he reads 
about some new disease, he thinks he has it. 
hy-poc-ri-sy /hi'paikrasi/ noun, pi -sies disapproving : the 
behavior of people who do things that they tell other people 
not to do : behavior that does not agree with what someone 
claims to believe or feel [noncount] When his private letters 
were made public, they revealed his hypocrisy. • the hypocrisy 
of people who say one thing but do another [count] Teenag¬ 
ers often have a keen awareness of their parents’ hypocrisies. 
hyp-O-crite /'hips.knt/ noun, pi -crites [count] disapprov¬ 
ing : a person who claims or pretends to have certain beliefs 
about what is right but who behaves in a way that disagrees 
with those beliefs ■ the hypocrites who criticize other people 
for not voting but who don’t always vote themselves 

— hyp*o«crit>i*cal /,lup3'kntik3l/ adj [more most ~] ■ 
It’s hypocritical of you to demand respect from your stu¬ 
dents when you don’t respect them in return. ■ a hypocriti¬ 
cal remark ■ hypocritical politicians — hyp-O-crit-i-caMy 
/ghipa'kntikli/ adv 

1 hy»po»der»mic Ahaips'da-mik/ adj, medical 

1 : going under the skin ■ a hypodermic injection 

2 : used for putting fluids into or taking fluids out of the 
body by going under the skin ■ a hypodermic needle [=a thin, 
hollow needle used for giving people injections] ■ a hypoder¬ 
mic syringe 

2 hypodermic noun, pi -mics [count] medical: a device that 
uses a thin, hollow needle for putting fluids into or taking 
fluids out of the body : syringe 
hy-po-ten-sion Ahaipou'tenjan/ noun [ noncount ] medical 
: low blood pressure 

— hy.po-teri-sive /,haipou'tEnsiv/ adj • hypotensive pa¬ 
tients 

hy-pot-e-nuse /,hai’pa:t3,nu:s, Brit .hai'potSinju.z/ noun, 
pi -nus-es [count] mathematics : the long side opposite the 
right angle of a triangle 

hy-po-ther*mia Ahaipou'Qarnija/ noun [noncount] medical 
: a condition in which the temperature of your body is very 


low • She fell into the cold water and nearly 
died from hypothermia. 
hy*poth*e*SiS /,hai'pa:G3S3s/ noun, pi -e* 
ses /-3,si:z/ [count] : an idea or theory that 
is not proven but that leads to further study 
or discussion ■ Other chemists rejected his 
hypothesis. ■ put forward a hypothesis - ad¬ 
vance a hypothesis ■ Their hypothesis is that 
watching excessive amounts of television re¬ 
duces a person’s ability to concentrate. ■ The 
results of the experiment did not support/ 
confirm his hypothesis. 
hy-poth-e-size also Brit hy-poth-e-sise hypodermic 
Ahai'pcrGSiSaiz/ verb -siz*es; -sized; -siz¬ 
ing [+ obj] : to suggest (an idea or theory) : to make or sug¬ 
gest (a hypothesis) ■ Psychologists hypothesized that his odd 
behavior was caused by a chemical imbalance in the brain. ■ 
Biologists have hypothesized a relationship between the two 
species. [=biologists have suggested that there may be a rela¬ 
tionship between the two species] 
hy-po-thet-i*cal Ahaips'GEtiksl/ adj 

1 : involving or based on a suggested idea or theory : involv¬ 
ing or based on a hypothesis ■ a hypothetical argument/dis¬ 
cussion ■ The theory is hypothetical. 

2 : not real: imagined as an example ■ She described a hypo¬ 
thetical case to clarify her point. ■ a hypothetical question/sit¬ 
uation/example 

— hy-po-thet-i-caMy Ahaips'Getikli/ adv ■ Suppose, hypo¬ 
thetically, that you were offered a large sum of money in 
exchange for revealing company secrets. Would you ac¬ 
cept the offer? ■ We’re just speaking hypothetically. 

hys-ter-ec-to-my /lusts'rEktsmi/ noun, pi -mies [count, 
noncount] medical: an operation to remove a woman’s uter¬ 
us ■ a surgeon who has performed many hysterectomies 
hys-te-ria /lu'sterijd, hi'stirijs/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a state in which your emotions (such as fear) are so 
strong that you behave in an uncontrolled way ■ A few of the 
children began to scream, and soon they were all caught up 
in the hysteria. • fits/attacks of hysteria 

2 : a situation in which many people behave or react in an 
extreme or uncontrolled way because of fear, anger, etc. ■ 
Wartime hysteria led to many unfair accusations of treach¬ 
ery. ■ The spreading of the disease caused/produced mass 
hysteria in the village. 

hys-ter*ic /hi'stenk/ noun, pi -ics [count] usually disapprov¬ 
ing : a person who behaves or reacts in an extremely or fool¬ 
ishly emotional way : a hysterical person ■ He dismisses his 
critics as a bunch of hysterics who are always predicting di¬ 
saster. — see also hysterics 

hys*ter*i*cal /hi*stenk3l/ also hysteric adj [more most 
~] 

1 : feeling or showing extreme and uncontrolled emotion 
: marked by hysteria ■ crowds of screaming, hysterical fans ■ 
By the time the police arrived, the victim had become hyster¬ 
ical. ■ She burst into shrieks of hysterical laughter. 

2 informal : very funny • I think his movies are hysterical. 

— hys-ter-i-cal-ly /hi'stenkli/ adv • The child was crying/ 
laughing hysterically. • His movies are hysterically funny. 

hys-ter-ics /hi'stenks/ noun [plural ] : uncontrolled laugh¬ 
ter, crying, or extreme emotion : a fit of hysteria ■ My moth¬ 
er went into hysterics [=she became very upset] when she 
saw my tattoo. = My mother had hysterics when she saw my 
tattoo. ■ The audience was in hysterics [=was laughing very 
hard] throughout the movie. 

Hz abbr hertz 




i or I /'ai/ noun, pi I’s or is or I’s or Is /'aiz/ 

1 : the ninth letter of the English alphabet [count] The word 
“ice” begins with an i. [noncount] The word "ice” begins 
with *'. 

2 [count] : the number one in Roman numerals 

1 I/*ai /pronoun : the person who is speaking or writing — used 
as the subject of a verb ■ I feel fine ■ / think (that) we should 


leave now. ■ / like to drive. ■ / can do that myself. ■ You and / 
will be going to the movies together. ■ My brother and / are 
five years apart in age. ■ / am here. ■ Here / am. — compare 
ME, MINE, MY, WE usage see ‘me 
2 I abbr island, isle 
IA abbr Iowa 

iamb /'ai,«m/ noun, pi iambs [count] technical: a unit of 
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rhythm in poetry that consists of one syllable that is not ac¬ 
cented or stressed followed by one syllable that is accented 
or stressed (as in the words away or above ) 

— iam-bic /ai'smbik/ adj ■ iambic stanzas/poetry ■ iambic 
pentameter 
-ian see -an 

lbe-ri-an /ai'birijan/ adj : of or relating to Spain and Portu¬ 
gal ■ the Iberian Peninsula ■ Iberian peoples 
ibex /'a^beks/ noun, pi ibex or ibex-es [count]: a wild goat 
that lives chiefly in the mountains of Europe, Asia, and 
northeastern Africa 

ibid abbr — used in formal writing to indicate that a refer¬ 
ence is from the same source as a previous reference Ibid 
is an abbreviation of the Latin word “ibidem,” which means 
“in the same place.” 

-ibility see -ability 

ibis /'aibss/ noun, pi ibis or ibis*es [count]: a tall bird that 
has long legs and a long bill that curves downward 
-ible see -able 

ibU*prO«fen Aaibju'proofan/ noun [noncount] medical : a 
medicine that reduces pain and fever 

1 - ic /ik/ adj suffix 

1 : having the character or form of ■ panoramic ■ cherubic 

2 a : of or relating to ■ chivalric b : coming from or con¬ 
taining ■ acidic 

3 : in the manner of : like that of ■ autocratic 

4 : making use of ■ electronic • atomic 

2 - iC noun suffix 

1 : someone belonging to or connected with ■ academic 

2 : someone affected by ■ alcoholic 

-i-cal /ikal/ adj suffix : *-ic ■ symmetrica/ ■ geolog ical 
ICBM /,ai,si:,bi:'cm/ noun, pi ICBM’s or ICBMs [count] : a 
type of missile that can fly from one continent to another *$• 
ICBM is an abbreviation of “intercontinental ballistic mis¬ 
sile.” 

1 ice /*ais/ noun, pi lc»es 

1 [noncount] a : frozen water ■ The steps were coated with 
ice. ■ a piece of ice • Ice formed on the car’s windows. ■ The 
ice melted quickly in the hot sun. ■ ice crystals/particles/ 
sculptures ■ ice cubes — see also dry ice b : a sheet of fro¬ 
zen water ■ She skated out onto the ice. • He almost fell 
through a hole in the ice. — see also black ice, center 
ice c : cubes or pieces of ice ■ Fill the glass with ice. 

2 a [count, noncount] US : a frozen dessert of crushed ice 
sweetened with fruit juice ■ (a) raspberry ice b [count] Brit, 
old-fashioned : a serving of ice cream 

3 [noncount] US slang, old-fashioned : diamonds or jewelry ■ 
He gave her some ice for her birthday. ■ She was dripping 
with ice. [=she was wearing a lot of diamond jewelry] 
break the Ice informal : to say or do something that helps 

people to relax and begin talking at a meeting, party, etc. ■ 
He told a joke to break the ice. — see also icebreaker 2 
cut Ice informal: to have importance to someone — usually 
+ with; used in negative statements ■ His opinion doesn’t 
cut any ice with me. = His opinion cuts no ice with me. [=his 
opinion is not important to me] 
on Ice 1 : on top of pieces of ice in order to be kept cool ■ 
I’ll put the champagne on ice. 2 informal : in the state of 
being delayed for a time ■ We’ll have to put/keep the 
project on ice until more funds become available. [=we’ll 
have to stop working on the project until more funds be¬ 
come available] 3 US, informal : in a condition that 
makes victory certain ■ With that last goal they put the 
game on ice. [=they iced the game; they made it certain 
that they would win the game] 
on thin Ice : in a dangerous situation : in a situation that 
may cause you to get into trouble ■ In going against his fa¬ 
ther’s wishes, he was (skating/walking) on thin ice. 

2 ice verb ices; iced; ic-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make (something) cold with ice • Ice the glasses before 
you fill them. ■ ice [=put ice on] a twisted ankle 

2 : to cover (something, such as a cake) with icing ■ Ice 
[=(£/.S) frost] the cake after it has cooled. 

3 US, informal: to make winning or getting (something) cer¬ 
tain ■ The last goal iced [= clinched] the game/win. ■ His per¬ 
suasive talk iced [= secured] the contract. 

4 ice hockey : to shoot (the puck) down the rink and beyond 
the opponent’s goal 

5 US slang, old-fashioned : to kill or murder (someone) - He 
had all his enemies iced. 

Ice over/up [phrasal verb] : to become covered with ice ■ 
The freezing rain caused the roads to ice over. ■ As the 


weather grew colder, the pond iced over. ■ The wings of the 
plane iced up during the storm, 
ice age or Ice Age noun, pi ~ ages [count] : a time in the 
distant past when a large part of the world was covered with 
ice ■ changes that occurred during the last ice age ■ a valley 
formed during the Ice Age [=the most recent ice age] 
ice ax noun, pi ~ axes [count]: a cutting tool that is used in 
mountain climbing 

ice*berg /'ais,b»g/ noun, pi -bergs [count] : a very large 
piece of ice floating in the ocean 

the tip of the Iceberg : a small part of something (such as a 
problem) that is seen or known about when there is a 
much larger part that is not seen or known about ■ The 
news is shocking, but we may find out that the stories 
we’ve heard so far are just the tip of the iceberg. 
iceberg lettuce noun [noncount] : a type of light green let¬ 
tuce that is often eaten in salads — see color picture on page 
CA 

ice*bOund /■aiSjbaund/ adj : surrounded or blocked by ice ■ 
The harbor was icebound. • The ship became icebound. 
ice*bOX /'ais,ba:ks/ noun, pi -bOX*es [count] US, old- 
fashioned : REFRIGERATOR 
ice-break-er /'ais.breikay noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a ship designed to clear a passage through ice 

2 : something done or said to help people to relax and begin 
talking at a meeting, party, etc. • using an old joke as a con¬ 
versational icebreaker — see also break the ice at *ICE 

ice cap noun, pi ~ caps [count] : a very large and thick 
sheet of ice that covers the North Pole, the South Pole, or an¬ 
other region ■ the polar ice cap 

ice—COld /'ais'kould/ adj ' very cold ■ My hands were ice- 
cold. ■ ice-cold beer 

ice cream /,ais'kri:m/ noun, pi ~ creams : a frozen food 
containing sweetened and flavored cream [noncount] What 
flavor of ice cream do you like? ■ chocolate/vanilla ice cream 
[count] Would you like another ice cream ? [=another serving 
of ice cream] — often used before another noun ■ an ice¬ 
cream parlor/stand/soda 

ice-cream cone noun, pi ~ cones [count] : a thin, crisp 
cake that is shaped like a cone and used for holding ice 
cream; also : one filled with ice cream ■ We each had an ice¬ 
cream cone for dessert. 

iced adj - containing small pieces of ice or ice cubes ■ iced 
coffee/tea 

ice field noun, pi ~ fields [count] : a large area of land cov¬ 
ered with ice 

ice fishing noun [noncount]: fishing that is done in winter 
through a hole that is cut in the ice on a lake, pond, etc. 
ice floe noun, pi ' floes [count] : a large, flat area of ice 
floating in the ocean 

ice hockey noun [noncount]: a game played on an ice rink 
in which two teams of six players on skates use curved sticks 
to try to shoot a puck into the opponent’s goal — called also 
(US) hockey ; compare field hockey 
ice lolly noun, pi ~ lollies [count] Brit: a piece of flavored 
ice that is eaten off a stick — compare popsicle 
ice pack noun, pi ~ packs [count] 

1 : a container or bag filled with ice that is used to cool part 
of your body ■ He had an ice pack on his sore elbow. 

2 : a large area of ice on the ocean formed from pieces and 
sheets of ice that have been pushed together by wind and 
waves 

ice pick noun, pi picks [count] : a sharp tool used for 
breaking off small pieces of ice 

ice rink noun, pi ~ rinks [count] : an often enclosed area 
that has a sheet of ice for ice-skating 
ice Sheet noun, pi ~ sheets [count] : a very large and thick 
area of ice that covers a region 

ice Show noun, pi ~ shows [count] : a show in which ice- 
skaters perform to music 

ice Skate noun, pi ~ skates [count] : a shoe with a special 
blade on the bottom that is used for skating on ice ■ a pair of 
ice skates 

ice-skate /'ais,skeit/ verb -skates; -skat-ed; -skatdng 

[no obj]: to skate on ice ■ I had never ice-skated before. 

— ice—skat*er /'ais.skeita 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] ■ There 
were several ice-skaters at the rink. — ice—skating noun 
[noncount] ■ They use the frozen pond for ice-skating. • 
Let’s go Ice-skating. 

ice Storm noun, pi ~ storms [count] : a storm in which 
falling rain freezes as it lands 
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ice water noun [noncount\ US : water that has ice in it: very 
cold water ■ a glass of ice water [ =(Brit ) iced water] 
ice water in your veins US, informal If you have ice wa¬ 
ter in your veins , you remain very calm and controlled in a 
situation in which other people would become upset or 
afraid. 

ici-cle /'aiiSikal/ noun, pi ici-cles [count] : a hanging piece 
of ice formed when water freezes as it drips down from 
something (such as a roof) 

ic*ing /'aisii]/ noun [noncount] : frosting • a cake with 
chocolate icing 

icing on the cake : something extra that makes a good 
thing even better • The concert itself was great, and getting 
to meet the band afterward was (the) icing on the cake. 
icing sugar noun [noncount] Brit : powdered sugar 
icky /'iki/ adj ickd-er; -est [also more most ~] informal 
: having a very unpleasant quality ■ The trail was icky with 
mud. ■ an icky taste 

icon /'ai,ka:n/ noun, pi icons [count] 

1 computers : a small picture on a computer screen that rep¬ 
resents a program or function ■ Click on the icon to open 
your e-mail program. — see picture at computer 

2 a : a person who is very successful and admired - He has 
become an icon in the movie business. ■ a singer who has be¬ 
come a pop icon b : a widely known symbol ■ The Statue of 
Liberty has become an American cultural icon. 

3 also ikon : a religious image in the Orthodox Christian 
church 

— icon-ic /ai'ka.’mk/ adj [more most ~] ■ He has achieved 
iconic status in the movie business. 

icon-o-clast /ai'ka:n3|kl£est/ noun, pi -clasts [count] for¬ 
mal : a person who criticizes or opposes beliefs and practices 
that are widely accepted 

— icon-o-clasm /ai'ka:n3,kl*z3m/ noun [noncount] ■ The 
iconoclasm of his views made him unpopular. — icon-o- 
clast'ic /aiikaina'klaestik/ adj [more most ~] ■ icono¬ 
clastic theories — icon-o«clast-ic-ably /ai,ka:n3'klfesti- 
kli/ adv 

iCO*nog«ra«phy /,aik3'na:gr3fi/ noun [noncount] : the im¬ 
ages or symbols related to something ■ Christian iconography 
■ the iconography of the 1960s 
-ICS /iks/ noun suffix 

1 : study : knowledge ■ electronics ■ linguistics 

2 : characteristic actions or activities ■ heroics ■ athletics ■ ac¬ 
robatics ■ gymnastics 

ICU abbr intensive care unit ■ She spent several days in (the) 
ICU after the surgery. 

icy /'aisi/ adj ic-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : covered with ice ■ icy roads/sidewalks 

2 : very cold ■ icy weather ■ an Icy cold [=ice-cold] wind 

3 : not friendly or kind ■ an icy [=cold, frigid] stare 

— ic-i-ly /'aissli/ adv ■ His manner was icily formal. — ic-i- 
ness /'aisinss/ noun [noncount] 

id /'id/ noun, pi ids [count] psychology : a part of a person’s 
unconscious mind that relates to basic needs and desires 

— compare ego, superego 

1 ID /'ai'di:/ noun, pi ID’s or IDs : a document, card, etc., that 
has your name and other information about you and that of¬ 
ten includes your photograph [noncount] The guard insisted 
that we show him some ID. [identification] [count] The 
guard insisted that we show him our ID’s. 

2 ID verb ID’S or IDs; ID’d or IDed; ID’ing or IDing [+ obj] in¬ 
formal : to find out the identity of (someone or something) 
: identify ■ The police have not yet ID’d the victim. 

3 ID abbr Idaho 

I’d /'aid/ — used as a contraction of I had or I would ■ I’d [=1 
had] already read the book. ■ I'd [=1 had] better leave. ■ I'd [=1 
would] rather do it myself. 

ID card noun, pi ~ cards [count] : a card that has your 
name and other information about you and that often in¬ 
cludes your photograph — called also identification card, 
identity card 

-ide /aid/ noun suffix, chemistry : a chemical made up of two 
or more elements • sulphide ■ cyanide 
idea /ai'di.js/ noun, pi ideas 

1 [count] : a thought, plan, or suggestion about what to do ■ 
My idea is to study law. ■ Starting her own business seemed 
like a good idea at the time, but it turned out badly. ■ I left 
with the idea that I’d come back later. = I left with the idea 
of coming back later. ■ Whose idea was it to leave so early? ■ 
My idea was that if we left early we could beat the crowd. ■ 


Buying the car was a bad idea. • I have some ideas for redec¬ 
orating the room. ■ He has an idea for a movie. ■ I’m not sure 
what to do next. Do you have any ideas ? ■ She’s always full 
of new ideas. ■ It’s a good idea to talk to people who have ac¬ 
tually been there. ■ There’s/that’s an ideal = There’s/that’s a 
good ideal ■ What’s the next big idea in the fashion industry? 

■ Tom has the right idea —while the rest of us are fighting 
traffic every day, he takes the train to work. 

2 [count] : an opinion or belief * That guy has some pretty 
strange ideas. • “I thought he’d help us.” “What gave you that 
ideal" ■ Where did you get that ideal ■ I thought we could 
handle this ourselves, but my boss had other ideas. [=my 
boss did not agree] 

3 : something that you imagine or picture in your mind 
[count] I formed a good idea of what the place is like by read¬ 
ing about it. ■ A hamburger and a milkshake isn’t exactly my 
idea of a gourmet meal! [=it is not what I imagine a gourmet 
meal to be] ■ A quiet night at home is my idea of a good time. 
[noncount] Could you give us some idea of what to expect? 

4 [singular] : an understanding of something : knowledge 
about something "He has a clear idea of his responsibilities. 
[=he knows what his responsibilities are] ■ Do you have any 
idea of what these repairs will cost? ■ I have no idea what 
you’re talking about. = I don’t have the faintest/slightest 
idea what you’re talking about. [=1 do not know/understand 
at all what you’re talking about] ■ “Was it hard?” “ You have 
no idea (how hard it was)!” [=yes, it was very hard] ■ All 
right, I get the idea. [=1 understand] ■ I think he made a mis¬ 
take, but don’t get the wrong idea [=don’t misunderstand 
me], I still think he has done a good job overall. ■ I don’t want 
to give you the wrong idea. 

5 the idea : the central meaning or purpose of something ■ 
The whole idea [-point, object] of the game is to keep from 
getting caught. ■ The idea [-goal, aim] is to get people to at¬ 
tend. ■ I just don’t get/understand the idea behind [=the rea¬ 
son for] this change in the rules. ■ ( informal ) Hey! What’s the 
big ideal1 [=why are you doing that?] 

give someone ideas or put ideas in/into someone’s 
head : to cause someone to think about doing something 
that probably should not be done ■ Don’t go giving him 
ideas. ■ Don’t put ideas in/into his head by telling him he’d 
be happier if he’d quit his job. 

1 ide«al /ai'di:!/ adj : exactly right for a particular purpose, sit¬ 
uation, or person : perfect ■ ideal weather ■ the ideal man/ 
woman • It was an ideal spot for a vacation. ■ She is an ideal 
candidate for the job. ■ The conference provided us with an 
ideal opportunity to meet new people. ■ In an ideal world [=a 
perfect world without problems] there would be no war. ■ 
The conditions were far from ideal. [=were not good at all] 

2 ideal noun, pi -aIs [count] 

1 : an idea or standard of perfection or excellence • an ideal 
of romantic love ■ The organization has remained true to its 
ideals. [=has continued to work for and support the goals 
that it considers most worthwhile and important] ■ He hasn’t 
lived up to his high ideals. 

2 : someone or something that is believed to be perfect 
: someone or something that you admire and want to imitate 

■ She considers the actress her ideal. 

ide-al-ism /ai'dr.jsjizsm/ noun [noncount] : the attitude of 
a person who believes that it is possible to live according to 
very high standards of behavior and honesty • youthful ideal¬ 
ism ■ political/religious/romantic idealism 

— ide-abist /ai'di ijalist/ noun, pi -ists [count] ■ The group 
was a mix of realists and idealists. — ide-abis-tic 
/ai,di:j3'listik/ adj [more most ~] ■ hopeful and idealistic 
students ■ She was naive and idealistic. — ide«abis»tbcal- 
ly /ai.di.js'listikli/ adv 

ide*abize also Brit ide-abise /ai'di:j3,laiz/ verb -iz«es; 
-ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] : to think of or represent (someone or 
something) as being perfect ■ She tends to idealize her job. 

- ide-abi-za-tion also Brit ide-abbsa-tion /ai,di:j3ls- 
'zeijsn, Brit aiidi3,lai'zeij3n/ noun, pi -tions [count, non¬ 
count] ■ The film presents the subject without (any) ideali¬ 
zation. — idealized also Brit idealised adj [more most 
~] ■ The movie presents a very idealized version of Ameri¬ 
can life. 

ide*ably /ai'didi/ adv 

1 : in an ideal way : perfectly - His skills made him ideally 
suited for the job. ■ They were ideally suited to one another. ■ 
The ski slope was situated ideally. 

2 — used to say what should happen or be done to produce 
the best results ■ Ideally, each student should be taught indi- 
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vidually. • Ideally , you should do these exercises daily. 
iden*ti«cal /ai'dentikal/ adj 

1 : exactly the same ■ We visited the identical place we 
stopped at last year 

2 : exactly alike or equal ■ They were wearing identical 
coats. ■ The boxes were identical in shape. ■ They drove virtu¬ 
ally identical cars. ■ The results were identical to/with those 
of the first test. 

— iden-ti-caMy /ai'dentikli/ adv ■ They were dressed identi¬ 
cally. • The two words are pronounced identically. 

identical twin noun, pi ~ twins [count] : either member of 
a pair of twins that are produced from a single egg and who 
look exactly alike — compare fraternal twin 
iden«ti»fi«ca»tion /aiidentdfa'kei/dn/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : the act of finding out who someone is or what something 
is : the act of identifying someone or something [ noncount ] 
A member of the family was brought in for identification of 
the body. ■ The birds are tagged for easy identification, 
[count] The police have made a positive identification of the 
suspect. 

2 [ noncount ]: something that shows who a person is : a doc¬ 
ument, card, etc., that has your name and other information 
about you and that often includes your photograph • We 
were told to carry (some) personal identification at all times. 
• He needed to show (his) identification before they would 
cash the check. ■ You need two forms of identification. 

3 [noncount] : a feeling that you share and understand the 
problems or experiences of another person : the act of iden¬ 
tifying with someone ■ the movie audience’s identification 
with the good guys ■ They had/felt a (strong) sense of identifi¬ 
cation with their neighbors. 

identification card noun, pi —■ cards [count ]: id card 
identification parade noun, pi — 1 -ades [count] Brit 
: LINEUP 3 

iden«ti»fy /ai'denta.fai/ verb -fies; -tied; -fy-ing [+ obj ] 

1 : to know and say who someone is or what something is ■ 
She identified the dog as her lost pet. ■ He was able to cor¬ 
rectly identify the mushroom. ■ The witness positively identi¬ 
fied the suspect in the crime. • She was easily identified by 
what she was wearing. [=it was easy to see who she was be¬ 
cause of what she was wearing] ■ He has a talent for identify¬ 
ing [=recognizing] good workers. 

2 : to find out who someone is or what something is ■ The 
corpse was identified on the basis of dental records. ■ They 
could not identify the source of the quotation. • They had no 
difficulty in identifying the problem. • We began by identify¬ 
ing what we needed for the job. ■ We need to identify the 
causes of unemployment. 

3 : to show who someone is or what something is ■ His 
clothes identified him as a clerk. [=his clothes showed that he 
was a clerk] ■ an identifying mark/feature [=a mark/feature 
that shows who someone is or what something is] 
identify with [phrasal verb] 1 identify (something) with 

(something) : to think of (something) as being the same as 
(something else) • It is a mistake to identify [=equate] being 
healthy with being thin. 2 identify (someone) with (some¬ 
thing) : to think of (someone) as being very closely associ¬ 
ated with (something) — often used as (be) identified with ■ 
She has always been identified with the civil rights move¬ 
ment. ■ These groups are identified with conservation. 3 
identify with (someone or something) : to think of yourself 
as having the same problems and feelings as someone ■ 
Many readers identify with the characters in her novels. ■ 
He could identify with the problems the athlete was having. 
[=he understood the problems because he had had similar 
problems himself] 

identify yourself : to say who you are • When the police 
asked his name, he refused to identify himself. 

— iden-ti-fi-able /ai.denta'fajabal/ adj [more most ~] ■ a 
clearly/readily identifiable signature — iden»ti*fi*ably 
/aijdcnta'fajabli/ adv ■ The band has an identifiably British 
sound. 

iden«ti«ty /aiMentati/ noun, pi -ties 
i : who someone is : the name of a person [count] The iden¬ 
tity of the criminal/victim is not known. ■ The face of the wit¬ 
ness was hidden in order to protect her identity. [=to keep 
her name from being known] ■ The documents proved/es¬ 
tablished his identity. [=proved/established who he was] ■ 
They produced their passports as proof of their identities, 
[noncount] You will need to show proof of identity, ^some¬ 
thing that shows that you are who you say you are] ■ They ar¬ 
rested the wrong man. It was a case of mistaken identity. 


2 : the qualities, beliefs, etc., that make a particular person 
or group different from others [count] As children grow, 
they establish their own identities. ■ She did not want to be 
known only as the wife of her husband. She insisted on hav¬ 
ing her own identity. [=on being known for her own quali¬ 
ties, achievements, etc.] [noncount] people who seem to lack 
individual identity ■ He has a strong sense of personal identi¬ 
ty. [=a strong feeling about exactly the kind of person he is] • 
His art reflects his cultural/racial identity. 
identity card noun, pi ~ cards [count ]: id card 
identity crisis noun, pi — 1 crises [count] : a feeling of un¬ 
happiness and confusion caused by not being sure about 
what type of person you really are or what the true purpose 
of your life is ■ He is suffering from an identity crisis. 
identity parade noun, pi — -rades [count] Brit : lineup 3 
identity theft noun [noncount] : the illegal use of someone 
else’s personal identifying information (such as a Social Se¬ 
curity number) in order to get money or credit ■ How can we 
protect ourselves against identity theft ? 
ide*Ol*0«gist /,aidi'a:lacfeist/ noun.pl -gists [count] : ideo¬ 
logue 

ideo-logue /'aidijailaig/ noun, pi -logues [count] formal + 
often disapproving : someone who very strongly supports and 
is guided by the ideology of a particular group • conserva¬ 
tive/liberal ideologues 

ide-ol-o-gy Aaidi'ailacfei/ noun, pi -gies : the set of ideas 
and beliefs of a group or political party [count] progressive/ 
liberal/conservative ideologies ■ the ideology of a totalitarian/ 
capitalist society [noncount] He says that the election is not 
about ideology. 

— ideo*log-i-cal Aaidija'lcncfeikal/ adj [more most ~] ■ 
The two groups divided along ideological lines. • ideologi¬ 
cal conflicts — ideo-log-i-cal-ly Aaidija'lcucfeikli/ adv 

ides /'aidz/ noun [plural] : the 15th day of March, May, July, 
or October or the 13th day of any other month in the ancient 
Roman calendar ■ “Beware the ides of March.” 
—Shakespeare, Julius Caesar (1599) 
id*i*O s Cy Adijasi/ noun, pi -cies 

1 [noncount]: extreme stupidity • an act of sheer idiocy 

2 [count]: something that is extremely stupid or foolish : an 
idiotic action or statement ■ He was complaining again about 
the idiocies of the people he works for. 

id«i*om /'idijam/ noun, pi -oms 

1 [count]: an expression that cannot be understood from the 
meanings of its separate words but that has a separate mean¬ 
ing of its own • The expression “give way,” meaning “re¬ 
treat,” is an idiom. 

2 [count, noncount] : a form of a language that is spoken in a 
particular area and that uses some of its own words, gram¬ 
mar, and pronunciations : dialect 

3 : a style or form of expression that is characteristic of a 
particular person, type of art, etc. [count] a poet’s idiom ■ 
rock and roll and other musical idioms [noncount] a feature 
of modem jazz idiom 

— id'i*om*at-ic Adija'maetik/ adj ■ an idiomatic expression/ 
phrase [=an expression/phrase that is an idiom] ■ a use of 
language that is not idiomatic [=that does not sound natu¬ 
ral or correct] — id»i*om«at«i*caMy Aidija'mastikli/ adv ■ 
That phrase is idiomatically acceptable/correct. 

id«io*Syn«cra*Sy Aidija'sigkrasi/ noun, pi -sies [count] 

1 : an unusual way in which a particular person behaves or 
thinks ■ Her habit of using “like” in every sentence was just 
one of her idiosyncrasies. 

2 : an unusual part or feature of something ■ The current 
system has a few idiosyncracies. 

— id-iO'Syri’Crat'ic /,idijou,sm'krastik/ adj [more most 
~] ■ She has an idiosyncratic [=unusual] singing voice. ■ His 
taste in music was very idiosyncratic. ■ an idiosyncratic 
writing style — id-io-syn»crat»i*caMy Aidijoujsm'kras- 
tikli/ adv 

id"i«Ot /'idijat/ noun, pi -Ots [count]: a very stupid or foolish 
person ■ Don’t be such an idiotl ■ I really made an idiot of 
myself [=1 acted very stupidly] at the party last night. ■ Some 
idiot [—fool] of a driver kept trying to pass me! 

— id*i*ot*ic /,idi'a:tik/ adj [more most ~] ■ an idiotic mov¬ 
ie • idiotic drivers ■ My behavior last night was idiotic. — id- 
bot'i'Cal'Iy /jidi'aitikli/ adv 

id«i»Ot—proof Adijat,pru:f/ adj, informal : extremely easy 
to use or do ■ idiot-proof software 

idiot savant noun, pi idiots savants or idiot savants 

[count ]: savant 2 
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1 idle /'aidl/ acfj 

1 : not working, active, or being used ■ idle workers ^work¬ 
ers who do not have jobs] ■ The company’s competitor’s have 
not been idle [=they have been active/busy] in recent 
months. • The factory has been lying/sitting/standing idle 
[=has not been used] for the past year. ■ the idle rich [=rich 
people who do not have to work] 

2 : not having any real purpose or value • idle rumors/gossip 
■ There has been a lot of idle speculation about what might 
happen, but no one really knows. ■ (formal) It is idle [= use¬ 
less, pointless] to want what you cannot have. ■ She said she 
would leave him, but he knew it was an Idle threat [=he 
knew that she did not mean it] 

3 : not having much activity ■ the idle days of summer 

4 somewhat old-fashioned : trying to avoid work : lazy ■ a 
careless and idle worker ■ There was a group of idle boys 
standing on the comer. 

— idleness /'aidjnas/ noun [noncount] 

2 idle verb idles; idled; idling 

1 of an engine or vehicle : to run without being connected for 
doing useful work [no obj ] She left the engine idling for a 
few seconds before she turned it off. ■ The cars idled in traf¬ 
fic. [+ obj] idle an engine 

2 : to spend time doing nothing or nothing useful [no obj \ A 
group of boys idled in the dooiway. [+ obj] — + away ■ We 
idled away the evening playing cards. 

3 [+ obj] US : to cause (someone or something) to stop work¬ 
ing : to make (someone or something) idle ■ The factory 
closed, idling several hundred workers. ■ Thousands of work¬ 
ers have been idled by the bad economy. ■ The factory has 
been idled by the strike. 

idler /'aidjav' noun, pi idlers [count] somewhat old-fashioned 
: someone who is lazy or does not work ■ a rich idler 
idly /'aidli/ adv : without much thought, effort, or concern ■ 
We sat idly , waiting for something to happen. ■ I idly won¬ 
dered what they were doing, 
idol /'aid]/ noun, pi idols [count] 

1 : a greatly loved or admired person ■ a sports/teen/pop idol 
• an actor who is the idol of millions ■ a fallen Idol [=a person 
who is no longer greatly admired] — see also matinee idol 

2 : a picture or object that is worshipped as a god 
idol*a*try /ai'dailatri/ noun [noncount] : the worship of a 

picture or object as a god 

— idol*a*trous /ai'dailatras/ adj ■ idolatrous worship 
idol-ize also Brit idoMse /'aid3,laiz/ verb -iz*es; -ized, -iz- 

Ing [+ obj] : to love or admire (someone) very much or too 
much ■ The young boy idolized his father. [=he loved his fa¬ 
ther and thought that he never did anything wrong] ■ an ac¬ 
tor who is idolized by millions 

— Idol-l-za-tlon also Brit idoM-sa-tion /iaidala'zeijan, 
Brit laidajai'zeijsn/ noun [noncount] • The idolization of 
the novelist continued after his death. 

idyll also idyl /*aid]/ noun, pi idylls also idyls [count] liter¬ 


ary 

1 : a simple poem or other piece of writing that describes 
peaceful country life 

2 : a happy and enjoyable scene or experience ■ a pastoral/ 
romantic idyll 

IdyMic /ai'dihk/ adj [more —; most ~] : very peaceful, hap¬ 
py, and enjoyable ■ He had an idyllic childhood. ■ an idyllic 
retreat/setting in the countryside ■ an idyllic summer day 
— idyl*li*caMy /ai'dilikli/ adv ■ He had an idyllically happy 
childhood. ■ The village is idyllically situated. 

I.e. abbr that is — used to introduce something that explains 
a preceding statement more fully or exactly ■ The medicine 
needs be taken for a short period of time; i.e., three to five 
days. The abbreviation i.e. comes from the Latin phrase 
“id est,” which means “that is.” 

-ie also -y /i/ noun suffix, informal 

1 : little one ■ boot/e ■ bird/e : dear little one ■ sonny 

2 : someone or something that is ■ smarty ■ biggie ■ toughie 

3 : someone belonging to ■ town/e : someone having to do 
with ■ drugg ie 

-ier see 2 -er 
1 1f /'if/ corj 

1 — used to talk about the result or effect of something that 
may happen or be true ■ If it rains, (then) we won’t go to the 
park. ■ If he actually did commit the crime, he deserves to be 
punished. ■ If you believe that, you’ll believe anything! ■ 
Come to the party if you can. ■ If you really want to know, 
you should ask. ■ What will happen if I fail the test? ■ You 
should study. If not, you won't pass the test. = If you don’t 


(study), you won’t pass the test. ■ Please arrive early If possi¬ 
ble. = Please arrive early if it is possible. ■ I’ll do the work my¬ 
self If necessary. = I’ll do the work myself if it is necessary. ■ 
If and when he comes, you can ask him. = When and if he 
comes, you can ask him. 

2 — used to discuss the imaginary result or effect of some¬ 
thing that did not happen or that is or was not true ■ If you 
had studied, you would have passed the test. ■ The situation 
would be funny if it weren’t so tragic. = (informal) The situa¬ 
tion would be funny if it wasn’t so tragic. ■ The harvest 
would have been good if it had rained. • The news would be 
interesting if (it were) true, but it’s not true. 

3 — used to say that something must happen before another 
thing can happen ■ He said he’ll come to the party if she 
comes too. = (more strongly) He said he’ll come to the party 
only If she comes too. = (most strongly) He says he’ll come to 
the party if and only If she comes too. 

4 — used to indicate a result that always occurs when some¬ 
thing happens ■ He gets angry if [-when] you disagree with 
him. • The engine stalls if you let it get too hot. 

5 : even though : AL1HOUGH ■ It was an interesting if unbe¬ 
lievable story. ■ Her actions were understandable, if not for¬ 
givable. ■ He had to perform an annoying, if necessary, task. ■ 
a fair, if tough, boss ■ The weather was good, if not great. 

6 — used to introduce a statement or question about some¬ 
thing that is not certain ■ I’ll see if [=whether] I can come. • 
Do you know i/he’ll come to the party? ■ I wonder (/it’s true 
(or not). ■ Frankly, I doubt (/he’ll pass the exams. ■ She asked 
if the mail had come. ■ We should determine/decide if it is 
safe to go swimming. 

7 a — used to make a polite request or suggestion ■ Would 
you mind if I sat here? [=may I sit here?] ■ If you will/would 
(be good enough to) follow me, ladies and gentlemen, I’ll 
take you to your seats. • //1 could make a suggestion, why 
don’t we sit closer to the front of the theater? ■ I’d like to stay 
a little longer. If you don’t mind. = I’d like to stay a little long¬ 
er, If It’s/that’s all right with you. b — used to state an opin¬ 
ion in a polite way ■ You’re looking particularly lovely today. 
If I may say so. 

8 — used in statements that describe feelings (such as re¬ 
gret) about a possible situation ■ I’m sorry if you think I in¬ 
sulted you. ■ I’d be sorry if you thought I had insulted you. ■ I 
don’t care if we’re late. 

9 — used in statements and questions that express doubt ■ I 
met Brenda last week— if that is/was in fact her real name. ■ 
If you’re so smart, why aren’t you rich? 

10 — used to introduce an even stronger alternative to what 
has just been said ■ These changes will have little if any im¬ 
pact on the problem. ■ Few if any of the town’s original set¬ 
tlers are left. ■ Rarely, if ever, does that happen. ■ His efforts 
have helped to save thousands, if not millions, of lives. ■ My 
car is as fast as yours if not (even) faster. 

11 — used to express surprise about meeting someone when 
it is not expected ■ So I went to the game and who should I 
see there if not[-but] my old friend Tom! ■ Well, if it Isn’t my 
old friend Tom! ■ So I went to the game and who did I see 
there if It wasn’t my old friend Tom! 

12 — used to emphasize the truth of a statement ■ The idea 
is true if any idea has ever been! [=the idea is certainly true] • 
“He claims that he’s never met her.” “Well, if that isn’t the 
biggest load of nonsense I’ve ever heard!” [=that is a lot of 
nonsense; that is completely untrue] ■ I’ll get my revenge if 
It’s the last thing I do! [=1 am determined to get my revengej 
as If see 2 as 

even If see 2 even 

if anything — used to make a statement that strongly dis¬ 
agrees or contrasts with a preceding statement ■ We don’t 
see each other too often— if anything we don’t see each 
other often enough! ■ The economy has not improved. It 
has gotten worse, if anything, 
if it comes to that see ‘come 

If I were you — used when giving advice to people about 
how they should behave ■ I’d study more if / were you. [=1 
think you should study more] 

if not for : in the absence of (something or someone) 
: without ■ If not for modem medicine, fewer babies 
would survive. ■ If not for him, I wouldn’t be where I am to¬ 
day. — often used in the phrases if It were not for and if it 
had not been for ■ If it were not for your donations, many 
more children would go hungry. ■ If it hadn’t been for him. I 
wouldn’t be where I ain today. 
if nothing else : at least — used to stress that an approving 
statement is true even though a stronger statement might 
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not be • If nothing else , he’s polite! ■ The food was hot, if 
nothing else. [=the food may not have been very good, but 
at least it was hot] 

if only — used to talk about something that you want to 
happen or be true ■ If only she loved me in return! ■ If only 
it would stop raining. 

if you ask me — used in statements that express an opinion 
■ If you ask me [=in my opinion], he’s a liar. 
if you must see ‘must 
what if see ‘what 

2 if noun, pi ifs [count] : something that is not certain : some¬ 
thing that could either happen or not happen • There are too 
many ifs in this proposal. ■ They could win if everyone plays 
his best, but that’s a big if. [=it is not likely that everyone will 
play his best] ■ (US) She’s the most qualified candidate, and 
there are no ifs, ands, or buts about it! = (Brit) She’s the most 
qualified candidate, and there are no Ifs and buts about it! 
[=it is certain that she is the most qualified candidate] 
if-fy /■ifi/ adj if-fi-er; -est [also more most ~] informal 

1 : having many uncertain or unknown qualities or condi¬ 
tions : not certain • an iffy situation/proposal/decision • It’s 
iffy [= doubtful] whether he can play in the game. 

2 : not certain to be good • I’m hoping to play golf tomor¬ 
row, but the weather looks a bit iffy. [=there’s a chance that 
the weather will be bad] 

-i-fy /a,fai/ verb suffix : -FY 

ig«loo /'i,glu:/ noun, pi -loos [count] : a house made of 
blocks of snow or ice in the form of a dome 
ig-ne-OUS /'ignijas/ adj, technical : formed when hot, liquid 
rock cools and becomes hard • igneous rock 
ig-nite /Ig'nait/ verb -nites; -nit-ed; -nit-ing 

1 a [+ obj] : to set (something) on fire : to cause (something) 
to bum : light • ignite a bonfire ■ The fire was ignited by 
sparks, b [no obj] : to begin burning : to catch fire ■ The pa¬ 
per ignited on contact with sparks. ■ a material that ignites 
easily 

2 [+ obj] a : to give life or energy to (someone or some¬ 
thing) ■ Three wins in a row ignited the team. ■ The story ig¬ 
nited [-fired] her imagination, b : to cause the sudden oc¬ 
currence of (something) ■ Her comments have ignited 
[^sparked] a controversy. ■ His proposal is igniting opposi¬ 
tion. 

— ig*nit*able /ig'naitabal/ adj • a material that is easily ignit- 
able ■ ignitable fuel 

ig-ni-tion /ig'mjan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] a : the electrical system in an engine that causes 
the fuel to bum so that the engine begins working • There’s a 
problem with the car’s ignition, b : the device that is used 
to start a car’s engine — usually singular ■ Put the key in the 
ignition. • Turn on/off the ignition. — see picture at car 

2 [noncount] : the act of causing something to start burning 
: the act of igniting something ■ ignition of the fire 

ig-no-ble /ig'noubal/ adj [more most ~] formal: not de¬ 
serving respect: not noble or honorable ■ an ignoble past ■ ig¬ 
noble thoughts 

— ig*nO"bly /ig'noobli/ adv • His career ended ignobly. 
ig*no*min-i'OUS /iigna'imnijas/ adj [more most ~] for¬ 
mal : causing disgrace or shame ■ They suffered an ignomin¬ 
ious [= humiliating ] defeat. 

— ig*no*min*i*ous*ly adv ■ failed ignominiously 
ig-no-mi-ny /'ign3,mini/ noun, pi -nies formal : a situation 

or event that causes you to feel ashamed or embarrassed 
[noncount] She had to endure the ignominy of being forced 
to resign, [count] the small/petty ignominies that are a part 
of everyone’s life 

ig-no-ra-mus /.igna'reimas/ noun, pi -mus-es [count] : a 
person who does not know much : an ignorant or stupid per¬ 
son • I can’t believe they let an ignoramus like that run the 
company. 

ig-no-rance /'ignarans/ noun : a lack of knowledge, under¬ 
standing, or education : the state of being ignorant [non¬ 
count] His racist attitudes were bom out of ignorance. — of¬ 
ten + of • Ignorance of the law is no excuse (for violating it). ■ 
Their decisions were made in ignorance of [-without know¬ 
ing] the true nature of the situation. ■ When asked about the 
reasons for these drastic changes, she pleaded/pled igno¬ 
rance. [=she said that she did not know the reasons] [singu¬ 
lar] an appalling ignorance about/of other cultures 
ignorance is bliss — used to say that a person who does 
not know about a problem does not worry about it 
ig-no-rant /'ignarant /adj [more most ~] 

1 : lacking knowledge or information ■ He is an ignorant old 


racist. • She was ignorant about the dangers of the drug. — 
often + of • They were ignorant [= unaware] of the facts. "He 
remains ignorant of the changes. • We were blissfully igno¬ 
rant of the problems that had occurred. 

2 : resulting from or showing a lack of knowledge ■ It was an 
ignorant mistake. • ignorant opinions 
- ig-no-rant-ly adv 

iCMTOre/ig*no»/ verb -nores; -nored; -nor-ing [+ obf] 

1 : to refuse to show that you hear or see (something or 
someone) ■ She tried to ignore him but he wouldn’t leave her 
alone. ■ I’ll ignore that last remark. 

2 : to do nothing about or in response to (something or 
someone) ■ If we continue to ignore these problems they will 
only get worse. ■ They ignored the warning signs. • ignoring 
the poor 

igua-na /i'gwa:na/ noun, pi -nas [count] : a large lizard that 
lives in the tropical regions of Central and South America 



ikon variant spelling of icon 3 
il- see IN- 
IL abbr Illinois 

ilk /'ilk/ noun [singular] : sort or kind • The club attracts punk 
rockers and others of that ilk. 

1 i 11 /'il/ adj 

a : not well or healthy : sick or unhealthy ■ a chronically/ 
critically/terminally ill patient ■ mentally ill adults — usually 
used after a verb ■ I felt ill [=tfic/c] all afternoon. • What’s 
wrong? You look ill. • He had been ill for several years. ■ 
More than half of those exposed to the virus eventually be¬ 
come ill. • She suddenly fell ill. = She was suddenly taken ill. = 
(US) She suddenly took ill. • (US) The sight made her physi¬ 
cally III. [=the sight made her nauseated] ■ (US) He became vi¬ 
olently ill. [=he vomited] The comparative form iller and 
the superlative form illest are sometimes used for this sense. 
• I have never seen him looking iller. [=worse, (US) sicker] ■ 
That’s the illest [ =worst , (US) sickest] I have ever seen him. b 
of health : not normal or good ■ Her ill [-poor] health forced 
her to retire early. 

2 always used before a noun : harmful or damaging ■ That 
dog can eat almost anything with no ill effects. ■ They had 
been subjected to months of ill treatment. 

3 always used before a noun : not helpful or lucky ■ They 
seem to be plagued by ill [=bad] luck/fortune. ■ an ill omen 

The saying it’s an ill wind that blows no good or it’s an ill 
wind that blows nobody (any) good means that something 
that is bad in most ways is usually also good in some way. 

4 always used before a noun : not kind or friendly ■ an angry 
customer’s ill humor/temper ■ We harbor no ill intentions to¬ 
ward them. ■ Her comment caused some ill feeling/feelings. 
[=feelings of anger or resentment] — see also ill will 

ill repute see repute 
with ill grace see ‘grace 
2 ill adv 

~^ : in a bad or imperfect way : badly, poorly ■ He is being 
ill served by his advisers. — often hyphenated ■ He is ill- 
equipped [=he does not have the experience or preparation 
that is needed] to handle so much responsibility. • They were 
ill-prepared for the cold weather. ■ Her arrival was ill-timed. 
[=she arrived at a bad time] • a pet ill-suited for travel [=a pet 
that is difficult to take with you when you travel] 

2 : in an unfavorable or unkind way ■ Please don’t think ill 
of me. ■ He was a good man who never spoke ill of anyone. 
— see also bode ill at bode 

ill afford <>■ If you can ill afford something, you should not 
do it or get it because it will cause problems. ■ We can ill af¬ 
ford more bad publicity. ■ She bought a new car, which she 
could ill afford. 

3 ill noun, pi ills 

1 [noncount] : bad or unlucky things ■ She does not wish ill 
on/upon anyone. = She does not wish anyone ill. ■ After the 
war, the country was changed, for good and for III. [=in good 
ways and in bad ways] 
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2 a [count] \ a sickness or disease • They claimed to have a 
cure for every ill. [-ailment] — usually plural ■ childhood ills 
b ills [plural ]: troubles or problems ■ the ills of society 
I’ll /'ajal/ — used as a contraction of I will ■ I’ll call you. 
ill—ad*vised /,il3d'vaizd/a<# [more most ~]: not wise or 

sensible : foolish ■ an ill-advised decision • You would be 
ill-advised [=you would be making a mistake] to invest all 
your money in one company. — opposite well-advised 

— ill—ad*vis»ed*ly /.ilad'vaizadli / adv 
ill—aSSOrted adj [more most ~] : having a mixture of 

people or things that do not seem to belong together ■ the 
room’s ill-assorted furniture 

ill at ease adj [more most ~] : not comfortable or re¬ 
laxed : nervous or embarrassed ■ Their stares made us (feel) 
ill at ease. ■ He seemed ill at ease when we spoke with him. 
ill-bred /'il'brcd/ adj [more most ~] somewhat old- 
fashioned : rude and impolite : having or showing bad man¬ 
ners ■ His ill-bred behavior embarrassed her at the restau¬ 
rant. ■ an ill-bred child — opposite well-bred 
ill—con-ceived /'ilkan'siivd/ adj [more most —] : badly 

planned : not showing good judgment ■ an ill-conceived at¬ 
tempt to save money 

ill—COn«Sid«ered /'ilkan'sid^d/ adj [more most ~] : not 

showing careful thought : ill-advised, ill-conceived ■ 
an ill-considered decision 

ill—de-fined /'ildi'famd/ adj [more most ~] : not easy to 

see or understand ■ The property’s borders are ill-defined. 
[=they are not clearly marked] ■ an ill-defined mission 

— opposite WELL-DEFINED 

ill—dis-posed /'ildi'spoozd/ adj [more most ~] formal 
: not having a friendly or favorable feeling about someone 
or something — often + to or toward ■ She is ill-disposed to 
joining the organization. ■ Many people remain ill-disposed 
toward his plan. — opposite well-disposed 
il«le»qal /i'li:gal/ adj 

1 : not allowed by the law : not legal ■ illegal [^illicit, unlaw¬ 
ful] drugs ■ In this state, it is illegal for anyone under the age 
of 21 to drink alcohol. ■ an illegal alien/immigrant [=a foreign 
person who is living in a country without having official per¬ 
mission to live there] 

2 : not allowed by the rules in a game ■ The team was penal¬ 
ized for an illegal play. 

— iMe-gal-i-ty /.ili'gaHoti/ noun, pi -ties [noncount] He 
claims that he was unaware of the illegality of these activi¬ 
ties. [count | The campaign was accused of many fund¬ 
raising illegalities. [=illegal activities] — iMe-gal-ly 
/iMi.gali/ adv ■ She was parked illegally in a handicapped 
parking spot. ■ Her camera was illegally seized at the bor¬ 
der. ■ people who are in the country illegally 

iMeg*i*ble /iMctfeabal/ adj [more most ] : not clear 
enough to read : not legible ■ illegible handwriting 

— il-leg-i-bil-i.ty /ijccfea'bilati/ noun [noncount] — iI-leg-i- 
bly /iMecfeabli/ adv ■ He scribbled his name illegibly on the 
back of the envelope. 

il"le*git*i*mate Aih'cfcitamat/ adj : not legitimate: such as 
a : bom to a father and mother who are not married ■ an il¬ 
legitimate child b : not allowed according to rules or laws ■ 
They took over the government in an illegitimate [-illegal] 
seizure of power. ■ an illegitimate government c [more 
most —] : not reasonable or fair ■ She thinks that my con¬ 
cerns are illegitimate. ■ They were fired from their jobs for il¬ 
legitimate reasons. 

— il-le-git-i-ma-cy /,ili'cfeitam3si/ noun [noncount] ■ high 
rates of illegitimacy and teenage pregnancy ■ the illegitima¬ 
cy of the government — iMe-git-i-mate-ly adv 

ill—fat-ed /hl'feitad/ adj [more most ~] : ending in disas¬ 

ter : very unlucky ■ Everyone on the ill-fated trip died. ■ an 
ill-fated decision 

ill—got*ten /'il'gaitn/ adj : obtained in a dishonest or illegal 
way ■ an ill-gotten fortune • ill-gotten gains [=money and oth¬ 
er valuable things gotten through dishonest methods] 
ill-hu-mored (US) or Brit ill-hiwnoured Al'hju-.ma-d/ 
adj [more —: most ~] somewhat formal : easily angered or an¬ 
noyed ■ ill-humored old men 

iMib*er«al /iMibral /adj [more most ~ ]formal : not allow¬ 

ing people to think and act as they choose : not liberal ■ an il¬ 
liberal attitude toward sex ■ illiberal policies/views 
iMiC'it /iMisat /adj 

1 : not allowed by law : unlaw ful or illegal ■ illicit drugs ■ He 
was arrested for selling illicit copies of the software. 

2 : involving activities that are not considered morally ac¬ 


ceptable ■ She had an illicit affair with her boss. • illicit sex 

— iMic-iMy adv • The drug is sold illicitly on the streets. 

ill-informed adj 

1 : not having a lot of knowledge especially about current 
news and events • ill-informed political candidates 

2 : not based on facts ■ an ill-informed decision/opinion 

— opposite WELL-INFORMED 

il-lit*er*a*cy /iMitaresi/ noun, pi -cies 

1 [noncount] : the state of not knowing how to read or write 
■ the government’s efforts to reduce illiteracy 

2 [noncount] : the state of not having knowledge about a 
particular subject ■ scientific illiteracy t=lack of knowledge 
about science] ■ cultural illiteracy ■ computer illiteracy 

3 [count] : a mistake that is made in the use of language : an 
illiterate statement or expression ■ His letters contain many 
misspellings and illiteracies. 

1 iMit*er»ate /I'litsret/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not knowing how to read or write ■ an illiterate person ■ 
She didn’t want anyone to know that she was illiterate. 

— Opposite LITERATE 

2 : having or showing a lack of knowledge about a particu¬ 
lar subject ■ She is politically illiterate and has never voted in 
an election. ■ He’s illiterate when it comes to computers. 

— Opposite LITERATE 

3 : not grammatically correct ■ an illiterate expression 

2 i 11 iterate noun, pi -ates [count] : a person who is illiterate ■ 
His parents were illiterates. ■ a class for computer illiterates 
ill-judged adi [more most ~] formal : showing poor 
judgment or thinking • He lost all his money in an ill-judged 
attempt to start his own company, 
ill—man*nered Al'nuenad/ adj [more most ~] formal 
: having or showing bad manners : rude or impolite ■ an ill- 
mannered child • an ill-mannered remark — opposite well- 
mannered 

ill-natured adj [more most —] formal : not friendly or 
pleasant ■ an ill-natured man ■ an ill-natured remark 

— opposite GOOD-NATURED 

ill«ness Ainas/ noun, pi -ness-es 

1 [noncount] : a condition of being unhealthy in your body 
or mind ■ Her body was not able to defend itself against ill¬ 
ness. ■ Hundreds of soldiers died from illness and hunger. ■ 
He showed no signs of illness. • mental illness 

2 [count] : a specific condition that prevents your body or 
mind from working normally : a sickness or disease ■ Scien¬ 
tists have not yet found a cure for this illness. ■ cancer, diabe¬ 
tes, and other illnesses ■ an acute/chronic illness ■ She died at 
the age of 60 after a brief/long illness. 

il«log*i*cal /I'la.cfcikal/ adj [more most ~] : not showing 
good judgment: not thinking about things in a reasonable or 
sensible way : not logical ■ It is illogical to think that things 
will change on their own. • an illogical argument ■ You’re be¬ 
ing completely illogical. 

— il-log.i-caMy /I'laxfcikli/ adv ■ They illogicalty decided to 
stay. 

ill—Starred APstaa-d/ adj [more most ~] literary : very 
unlucky : certain to end in disaster ■ an ill-starred [=ill-fated] 
romance 

ill—tem«pered /'il'tempa-d/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : easily annoyed or angered : bad-tempered ■ We ti-y to 
avoid our ill-tempered neighbor. 

2 : showing that you are annoyed or angry ■ an ill-tempered 
reply 

ill-timed adj [more most ~] : done or happening at a 
time that is not good or suitable ■ an ill-timed question ■ The 
movie’s release was ill-timed. — opposite well-timed 

iMu*mi»nate /I'luima.neit/ verb -nates; -nat-ed; -nat-ing 

[+ obj] 

1 : to supply (something) with light: to shine light on (some¬ 
thing) ■ Candles illuminate [=light] the church. ■ the part of 
the moon illuminated by the sun 

2 : to make (something) clear and easier to understand ■ A 
university study has illuminated the problem. 

— illuminating adj [more most —] ■ The lecture was very 
illuminating. ■ an illuminating discussion 

illuminated adj 

1 : lit by bright lights ■ an illuminated entrance 

2 of an old book, document, etc. : decorated with gold or col¬ 
ored designs and pictures ■ an illuminated manuscript from 
the Middle Ages 

il a lu*mi*na*tion /ljuma'neijan/ noun, pi -tions 
1 [noncount] : light that comes into a room, that shines on 
something, etc. ■ The room’s only illumination [^lighting] 
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came from a small window. ■ When taking photographs in¬ 
doors, use a flash for illumination. 

2 lnoncount] formal : knowledge or understanding ■ They 
traveled to the temple in search of spiritual illumination. 

3 [count] : a gold or colored decoration in an old book ■ an 
old manuscript with beautiful illuminations 

4 illuminations [plural] Brit : lights used as decorations ■ Il¬ 
luminations were hung throughout the city. 

iMu*mine /I'luiman/ verb -mines; -mined; -miming [+ 
obj] literary : illuminate • streets illumined by gaslight 
ill—USed adj [more most ~] formal : treated in a bad or 
unfair way ■ Some of the students felt ill-used. ■ ill-used facto¬ 
ry workers 

il*lu*sion /I'lu^an/ noun, pi -sions [count] 

1 : something that looks or seems different from what it is 
: something that is false or not real but that seems to be true 
or real ■ The video game is designed to give the illusion that 
you are in control of an airplane. ■ They used paint to create 
the illusion of metal. ■ She says that all progress is just an illu¬ 
sion. — see also optical illusion 

2 : an incorrect idea : an idea that is based on something 
that is not true ■ She had/harbored no illusions about how 
much work the project would require. [=she knew the 
project would require a lot of work] ■ He was under the illu¬ 
sion [=he mistakenly believed] that he was a good player. 

| Do not confuse illusion with allusion. _] 

iMu*sion*ist /iMu^amst/ noun, pi -ists [count] : an enter¬ 
tainer who performs magic tricks : magician 
iMu*SO*ry /i*lu:s3ri/ adj [more most formal: based on 
something that is not true or real; based on an illusion ■ an 
illusory hope ■ an illusory sense of security 
il«lus«trate /'il3,streit/ verb -trates; -trat-ed; -trat-ing [+ 
obj] 

1 : to give examples in order to make (something) easier to 
understand • He illustrated his lecture with stories of his own 
experiences in the field. ■ Please give a few examples to illus¬ 
trate your point. 

2 : to be proof or evidence of (something) ■ These recent 
events illustrate [=show, demonstrate ] the need for change in 
the country. ■ The results illustrate how important it is to 
wear your seatbelt. 

3 : to explain or decorate a story, book, etc., with pictures ■ 
The students will write and illustrate their own stories. — of¬ 
ten used as (be) illustrated ■ The book is illustrated with many 
diagrams and charts. 

— iMus-tra-tor /'ils^treita 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] ■ an illus¬ 
trator of children’s books 
iMus*tra*tion /iila'streijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : a picture or drawing in a book, magazine, etc. • 
The illustration on page 30 shows the parts of an engine. ■ a 
book with many photographs and illustrations 

2 [count] : an example or story that is used to make some¬ 
thing easier to understand • The illustrations that he provided 
in his speech were very effective. 

3 [noncount] : the act or process of illustrating something: 
such as a : the act or process of producing or providing pic¬ 
tures for a book, magazine, etc. ■ They selected photographs 
to use for the illustration of the book, b : the act or process 
of giving examples to make something easier to understand ■ 
Illustration is the key to good communication. ■ By way of il¬ 
lustration , [=as an example] let us examine this poem. 

il*IUS*tra*tive /I'Lvstrativ, Brit ’ilastrativ/ adj, formal 

1 : used to illustrate or explain something ■ illustrative exam¬ 
ples/stories 

2 : serving as an example of something ■ Her struggle is illus¬ 
trative of [=is a good example of] the difficulties facing wom¬ 
en in her culture. 

il-luS‘tri‘OUS /I'lAStrijas/ adj [more most ~] formal: ad¬ 
mired and respected very much because a lot was achieved ■ 
He has had an illustrious military career. ■ the company’s il¬ 
lustrious history/past 

ill will noun [noncount] : an unfriendly feeling : a feeling of 
hatred or dislike ■ We bear/feel/harbor/have/hold no ill will 
toward each other, 
im- see IN¬ 
I’ m /'aim/ — used as a contraction of I am ■ I’m happy to 
meet you. 

im«aqe /'imicfe/ noun, pi -ag*es 
1 [count]: a picture that is produced by a camera, artist, mir¬ 
ror, etc. ■ She studied her image in the mirror. ■ The kids sat 
staring at the images on the TV screen. ■ painters capturing 


images of war ■ black-and-white images of the city — see 
also mirror image 

2 [count] : a mental picture : the thought of how something 
looks or might look ■ I can’t get the image (of the accident) 
out of my mind. ■ When you told the story I got this image 
(in my mind) of you as a child. ■ His poem evokes images of 
the sea and warm summer days. 

3 : the idea that people have about someone or something 
[count] She is worried about what motherhood will do to her 
image [= reputation ] as a rock star. ■ He is trying hard to im¬ 
prove/protect his image. ■ The law suit has negatively affect¬ 
ed the company’s public image. • a tarnished corporate im¬ 
age [noncount] a politician who cares more about image 
than about telling the truth 

4 [singular] a : the form or appearance of someone or 
something ■ “ ... God created man in his own image ...” 
—Genesis 1:27 (KJV) b : someone who looks very much 
like another person ■ He’s the (very/living) image of his fa¬ 
ther. [=he looks like his father] — see also SPITTING image 
c : someone who looks very much like a certain kind of per¬ 
son ■ She was the (very) image of a successful businesswom¬ 
an. 

5 [count] : an interesting or memorable way of showing or 

. describing something in a book, movie, etc. • The book con¬ 
tains many striking/startling images. 

6 [count] : a statue or picture that is made to look like a per¬ 
son or thing • Her image still hangs on their living room wall. 
■ images carved in stone ■ religious images — see also grav¬ 
en IMAGE 

im*ag*ery /'imitfcri/ noun [noncount] 

1 technical : pictures or photographs • They used satellite 
imagery [=pictures taken from satellites] to see the ice caps. 

2 a : language that causes people to imagine pictures in their 
mind ■ The book contains a great deal of sexual imagery, b 
: pictures of people or things in a work of art ■ The movie 
was full of biblical/religious imagery. • visual imagery 

imag*in*able /I'mgecfeanabal/ adj ' possible for people to 
imagine ■ Computers now allow us to do things that were 
hardly imaginable only a few years ago. ■ The store has fruits 
of every kind imaginable. ■ We tried every imaginable thera¬ 
py. — often used to give emphasis ■ We had the worst imag¬ 
inable weather. = We had the worst weather imaginable. 
-opposite UNIMAGINABLE 

imaginary /I'mcecfca^eri, Brit I'maec&anri/ adj ■ not real 
: existing only in your mind or imagination ■ The two groups 
were separated by an imaginary line down the middle of the 
room. ■ an imaginary world of dragons and unicorns ■ a 
child’s imaginary friend 

imagination /ijmEecfea'neiJ'an/ noun, pi -tions 

1 a : the ability to imagine things that are not real : the abil¬ 
ity to form a picture in your mind of something that you 
have not seen or experienced [ noncount ] You can find a so¬ 
lution if you use a little imagination. ■ His plans to build a 
new stadium are the product of pure imagination. [=they are 
not based on reality; they are not likely to happen] [count] 
children with vivid/fertile/overactive imaginations ■ The au¬ 
thor does not tell us what happens to the characters. We 
have to use our imagination. ■ He insists that these dangers 
are real and not just a figment of his imagination, ^some¬ 
thing that he has imagined] b [noncount] : the ability to 
think of new things ■ Her painting shows a great deal of 
imagination. [= creativity ] ■ He’s a competent writer, but he 
lacks imagination. ■ He has no imagination. 

2 [noncount] : something that only exists or happens in your 
mind ■ Is it just my imagination, or is it getting warm in here? 
by any/no stretch of the imagination see 2 stretch 
capture/catch someone’s imagination : to make someone 

very interested or excited ■ Her books have captured the 
imaginations of children from around the world. ■ The sto¬ 
ry caught the public imagination. [=the public became very 
interested in the story] 

leave (something) to the imagination : to not show or de¬ 
scribe all of the parts or details of (something) ■ Try to 
leave something to the imagination. • The movie’s sex scenes 
leave nothing to the imagination. [=they show everything) ■ 
His explicit description of the crime scene left little to the 
imagination. 

imaginative /I'maxtvm.Mn/ adj 
1 [more ~ : most ] : having or slum ing an ability to think of 
new and interesting ideas : ha\ing or showing imagination ■ 
an imaginative [= creative ] filmmaker ■ She wrote an imagina¬ 
tive story about life on the planet Venus. ■ The restaurant’s 
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menu is quite imaginative. • imaginative thinking/writing 
2 always used before a noun : of or relating to imagination ■ a 
child’s imaginative life 

— imag-i-na-tive-ly adv ■ an imaginatively designed menu 

imagine /I'mscfean/ verb -ines; -ined; -in-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : tothink of or create (something that is not real) in your 
mind ■ a writer who has imagined an entire world of amazing 
creatures b : to form a picture or idea in your mind of 
(something that is not real or present) ■ He asked us to imag¬ 
ine a world without poverty or war. ■ It’s hard for me to 
imagine having children. — often + that • Imagine that you 
are relaxing on the beach. — often + what, why, etc. ■ It’s 
hard to imagine what it would be like to be so wealthy. ■ I’m 
sure you can imagine how I felt. • I can’t imagine why she 
would be so late. [=1 do not understand why she is so late] ■ 
“Why is she so late?” “I can’t imagine .” — sometimes used in 
phrases that express surprise ■ Can you imaginel A person 
like him being elected mayor! [=it is suiprising or ridiculous 
to think of a person like him being elected mayor] ■ Just 
imagine what such a change would mean! ■ “This tree is 
more than 300 years old." “ Imagine that." [=isn’t that re¬ 
markable] 

2 : to have or form (an idea or opinion that is not accurate 
or based on reality) ■ She imagines that she is very charming. 
= She imagines herself to be very charming. [=she thinks that 
she is charming but actually she is not charming] ■ He was 
imagining all sorts of terrible things happening. • “What was 
that sound? I think there’s someone in the house!” “Oh, 
you’re just imagining things .” 

3 : to think or believe (something) • I imagine it will snow at 
some point today. ■ It’s difficult to imagine that these chang¬ 
es will really be effective. ■ The company will do better next 
year, I imagine. ■ It was worse than they had imagined. 

im-ag*ing /'imacfeii)/ noun [ noncount ]: the process of creat¬ 
ing and showing images on a computer ■ digital imaging 
technology ■ the imaging of a human heart — see also mag¬ 
netic RESONANCE IMAGING 

imag*in*ings /I'ma^cfcaniqz/ noun \plural) : ideas, stories, 
etc. that are thought of in your mind but that are not true or 
real • He has achieved a level of success beyond his wildest 
imaginings. 

imam /i'ma:m/ noun, pi imams [count]: a Muslim religious 
leader 

invbal-ance /im'baelans/ noun, pi -anc«es [count] : a state 
or condition in which different things do not occur in equal 
or proper amounts ■ There is an imbalance between his work 
life and family life. [=he needs to spend less time at work and 
more time with his family] ■ Her depression is caused by a 
chemical imbalance in the brain. • the problem of racial im¬ 
balance in schools 

im«be«Cile /'imbasal, Brit 'imbaiSiil/ noun, pi -ciles [count] 
: a very stupid person : an idiot or fool ■ He drank too much 
and started acting like a complete imbecile. 

— imbecile or im-be-cil>ic Aimba'silik/ adj [more most 
~] ■ imbecilic behavior — im-be-cil-i-ty Aimba'silati/ 
noun, pi -ties [noncount] the imbecility of his behavior 
[count] He was repeating all his usual imbecilities about 
politics. 

imbed variant spelling of embed 

invbibe /im'baib/ verb -bibes; -bibed; -bib-ing/brma/ + 

often humorous 

1 [+ obj] : to drink (something) » She imbibed vast quantities 
of coffee. 

2 [no obj] : to drink alcohol ■ She never imbibes but isn’t of¬ 
fended when others do. 

invbro-glio /im'brouljou/ noun, pi -glios [count] formal 
: a complex dispute or argument ■ a political/legal imbroglio 

invbue /im'bju:/ verb -bues; -bued; -bu-ing [+ obj] : to 
cause (someone or something) to be deeply affected by a 
feeling or to have a certain quality ■ A feeling of optimism 
imbues her works. ■ His war experiences imbued in him 
[=caused him to feel] a strong sense of patriotism. — usually 
+ with • His war experiences imbued him with a strong sense 
of patriotism. — often used as (be) imbued ■ He was imbued 
with a strong sense of patriotism. [=he felt very patriotic] 

IMHO abbr in my humble opinion — used in e-mail, chat¬ 
rooms, etc., to indicate that what is being said is just an opin¬ 
ion 

imitate /'ima^eit/ verb -tates; -tat-ed; -tat-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make or do something the same way as (something 
else) ■ Their competitors soon imitated [=copied] the idea. ■ 
Her style has been imitated by many other writers. 


2 a : to do the same thing as (someone) ■ She’s always imitat¬ 
ing [-copying] her older sister, b : to copy (someone’s or 
something’s behavior, sound, appearance, etc.) • He’s very 
good at imitating his father’s voice. ■ She can imitate the calls 
of many different birds. 

— im-i-ta-tor /‘ima^eita*/ noun, pi -tors [count] • His style of 
directing has spawned/inspired a number of imitators. 

1 im-i-ta*tion Aima'teijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : the act of copying or imitating someone or something 
[noncount] Children learn by imitation of adults. ■ The res¬ 
taurant was designed in imitation of a Japanese temple. 
[count] He did a hilarious imitation of his father. 

2 [count] : something that is made or produced as a copy ■ 
The real diamonds are in a museum. These are just imita¬ 
tions. • a cheap/poor imitation • The remake of the movie 
was a pale imitation [=an inferior version] of the original. 

imitation adj, always used before a noun : made to look like 
something that is valuable : not genuine ■ imitation pearls ■ 
imitation leather 

im-i«ta-tive /'im3,teitiv, Brit 'imatativ/ adj, formal : made or 
done to be like something or someone else ■ imitative behav¬ 
ior ■ The architecture is imitative of a Japanese temple. 
im*mac-u-late /I'maekjslst / adj 

1 : perfectly clean • The house was always immaculate. 
[= spotless ] 

2 : having no flaw or error : PERFECT ■ She had an immacu¬ 
late record of service. 

— im-mac-u-late-ly adv ■ an immaculately dressed man 
im*ma«te*ri«al Amis'tirijsl/ acjj ■ not important or signifi¬ 
cant ■ Whether or not he intended to cause problems is im¬ 
material. ■ The fact that she is a woman is immaterial and ir¬ 
relevant. — often used in legal contexts ■ The judge did not 
admit the evidence on the grounds that it was immaterial. 

— opposite 2 material 2 

im-ma-ture Ams'tuas ims'tj'a 1 / adj ' not mature: such as a 
: not fully developed or grown ■ The flock included both 
adult and immature birds. ■ The fruit was still immature. 
[=unripe] b [more most ~] : acting in a childish way 
: having or showing a lack of emotional maturity ■ emotion¬ 
ally immature adults ■ His teachers have complained about 
his immature behavior. 

— im-ma-tu-ri-ty /ims'tursti, ima'tfarati/ noun [noncount] ■ 
His tantrums are a sign of immaturity. 

im*mea*SUr*able /I'messrsbsl/ adj, formal : very great in 
size or amount : impossible to measure ■ The war has caused 
immeasurable damage. ■ The new medicine has brought 
about an immeasurable improvement in her life. 

— im-mea-sur-ably /I'messrsbli/ adv ■ Her life has im¬ 
proved immeasurably. 

im-me*di-a-cy /I'miidijssi/ noun : the quality that makes 
something seem important or interesting because it is or 
seems to be happening now [noncount] Television coverage 
gave the war greater immediacy than it had ever before had. 
[singular] There is an immediacy to watching a live perfor¬ 
mance that you cannot get from hearing a recording. 
im«me»di*ate /I'mi.dijat/ adj 

1 a : happening or done without delay ■ This requires your 
immediate attention. ■ The new restaurant was an immediate 
success. ■ This crisis calls for immediate action. ■ The re¬ 
sponse to the crisis was immediate, b : happening or exist¬ 
ing now ■ The wildfire poses no immediate threat to any 
houses in the area. ■ The danger is not immediate. C always 
used before a noun [more —; most ~] : important now ■ Our 
(most) immediate concern is to provide aid to the victims. 

2 always used before a noun a : close to a particular place ■ 
They have evacuated everyone in the immediate area/vicini¬ 
ty of the wildfire. ■ outside the immediate neighborhood/sur¬ 
roundings b : close to a particular time or event ■ Many 
people suffered in the war’s immediate aftermath. ■ The ef¬ 
fect of the new policy will be unknown for the immediate fu¬ 
ture. 

3 always used before a noun : having no other person or 
thing in between ■ Turn right onto Main Street and then take 
your immediate left. [=quickly turn onto the next street on 
your left] ■ He was sitting to my immediate right. • The com¬ 
pany president will choose her immediate successor. ■ She 
was my immediate predecessor ■ He referred me to his imme¬ 
diate superior. ■ Hospital visits are limited to immediate fam¬ 
ily. [=a person’s parents, brothers and sisters, husband or 
wife, and children] 

4 always used before a noun : coming straight from a cause 
or reason • The immediate [=direct] cause of death was pneu- 
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monia. ■ There is an immediate connection between the two 
events. 

1 im»me*di-ate-ly /I’mirdijatli/ adv 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition : with no per¬ 
son or thing in between ■ They live in the house immediately 
[=directly] behind this one. ■ the person immediately to my 
left • Dinner was served immediately after the ceremony. 

2 : without any delay ■ We need to leave immediately. [=at 
once . right away] • The new law will become effective imme¬ 
diately. • The cause of the problem was not immediately 
clear. [= was not known right away] 

immediately cotv, Brit, formal : immediately after : as soon 
as ■ Immediately you fill out this form, we can start process¬ 
ing your request. 

im*me*mo*ri*al Aims'morijal/ adj, formal + literary : very 
old or ancient: from a time so long ago that it cannot be re¬ 
membered ■ the immemorial roots of human spirituality ■ 
People have been creating art since time immemorial. [=a 
very long time ago] ■ stories passed down from time imme¬ 
morial 

— im-me-mo-ri-al-ly /iima'morijsli/ adv • an immemorially 
ancient custom 

im-mense /I'mens/ adj [more most ~]: very great in size 
or amount ■ He inherited an immense fortune. ■ immense 
power/wealth • Her movies continue to enjoy immense 
[=enormous, tremendous] popularity. ■ She is an artist of im¬ 
mense talent. 

— im-mense-ly adv • immensely popular/successful/ 
wealthy ■ We enjoyed ourselves immensely. [=very much] 

im-men-si*ty /I'mensati /noun [noncount ]: extremely great 
size ■ the immensity of the universe/ocean ■ She couldn’t un¬ 
derstand the immensity of their problem, 
im-merse /I'm^s/ verb -mers-es; -mersed; -mersdng [+ 
obj] 

1 : to put (something) in a liquid so that all parts are com¬ 
pletely covered ■ Immerse the fabric completely in the dye. 

2 : to make (yourself) fully involved in some activity or in¬ 
terest ■ She had immersed herself in writing short stories. ■ 
He immersed himself in the culture of the island. — often 
used as (be) immersed • He became completely/totally im¬ 
mersed in their culture. ■ She was immersed in her work. 

im«mer*sion /I'ma^an/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the act of putting someone or something completely in a 
liquid or the state of being completely in a liquid ■ immersion 
in hot water 

2 a : complete involvement in some activity or interest ■ We 
were surprised by his complete immersion in the culture of 
the island, b : a method of learning a foreign language by 
being taught entirely in that language • He learned French 
through immersion. ■ I’m taking an immersion course in Ger¬ 
man. 

im«mi*Qrant /'imogront/ noun, pi -grants [count] : a per¬ 
son who comes to a country to live there ■ Millions of immi¬ 
grants came to America from Europe in the 19th century. ■ 
The city has a large immigrant population. ■ an illegal immi¬ 
grant [=a person who enters and lives in a country without 
official permission] — compare emigrant, migrant 
invmi-grate /'ims^reit/ verb -grates. -grat*ed; -grat¬ 
ing [no obf] : to come to a country to live there — often + to 
■ My grandparents immigrated to America. — sometimes + 
from • My grandparents immigrated from Hungary. 

— compare emigrate, migrate 

— im-mi-gra-tion Aims'greijsn/ noun [noncount] • waves of 
immigration from eastern Europe ■ immigration policies 

im*mi*nent /'imansnt/ adj [more most ~] : happening 
very soon ■ We are awaiting their imminent arrival. • Their 
arrival is imminent. • These patients are facing imminent 
death. ■ The species is in imminent danger of extinction. 
[=the species is very close to becoming extinct] 

f Do not confuse imminent with eminent. ) 

— invmi-nence /'imanans/ noun [noncount] ■ the immi¬ 
nence of danger — im*mi»nent-ly adv 

im*mo*bile /I'moobal, i'mou,baj3l/ adj 

1 : unable to move ■ The tranquilizer made the animal im¬ 
mobile. ■ The accident left her immobile. 

2 : not moving ■ The guard stood immobile [-motionless] by 
the gate. 

— im-mo-bil-i-ty /,imoo'bil3ti/ noun [noncount] • physical 
immobility 

im*mo*bi*lize also Brit im*mo«bi*lise /I'moubajaiz/ verb 
-liz*es; -lized; -liz-ing [+ obj] : to keep (something or 


someone) from moving or working : to make (something or 
someone) immobile ■ Doctors immobilized her wrist by put¬ 
ting it in a cast. ■ I was immobilized by fear/uncertainty. 

— im-mo-bi-li-za-tion also Brit im«mo«bi*li-sa-tion 
/i,moub3l3'zei/3n/ noun [noncount] — im*mo*bi*liz*er 
also Brit im-mo-bi-lis-er /I'moobs^aiz^/ noun, pi -ers 
[count] ■ The car comes with an (engine) immobilizer. [=a 
device that prevents the engine from being started without 
a key] 

im-mod-er-ate /I'maidarat/ adj [more most ~] formal 
: going beyond reasonable limits : not moderate ■ He talked 
to us about the dangers of immoderate 1= excessive] drinking. 

— im>mod«er*ate>ly adv ■ He drinks immoderately. 

im*mod*est /I'maidast/ adj [more most ~]: not modest: 

such as a : having or showing a high or too high opinion of 
yourself or your worth ■ Although it might sound immodest 
of me to say so, I am very proud of what we have accom¬ 
plished. b of clothing : showing a lot of your body in a way 
that is considered improper ■ She wore a rather immodest 
[=revealing] dress to the party. 

— im-mod-est-ly adv • He immodestly named the company 
after himself. • She was dressed immodestly. — im-mod- 
es-ty /i*ma:d3sti/ noun [noncount] 

im*mo*late /'imaged/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -lat-ing [+ obj] 
formal : to kill or destroy (someone or something) by fire ■ a 
man who immolated himself as an act of protest 

— im*mo-la*tion Aima'lei/an/ noun [noncount] 
im«mor»al /I'moral/ adj [more most ~] : not morally 

good or right : morally evil or wrong ■ Don’t condemn her: 
there was nothing immoral about what she did. ■ It was im¬ 
moral of her to tell lies like that. ■ immoral behavior/acts 

— compare amoral, moral 

— im*mo*ral*i*ty /^moa^zelati/ noun [noncount] • sexual 
immorality ■ the immorality of their behavior — irn-mor- 
al-ly /I'morali/ adv 

1 im-mor-tal /I'moatj/ adj 

1 : not capable of dying: living forever ■ the immortal soul ■ 
immortal gods — opposite mortal 

2 — used to say that something will last or be remembered 
forever ■ immortal [=everlasting] fame ■ his immortal [-time¬ 
less] melodies 

2 immortal noun, pi -tals [count] 

1 : an immortal being (such as a god or goddess) — compare 

MORTAL 

2 : a famous person who will never be forgotten ■ baseball 
immortals 

im-mor*tal*i*ty /^mo^'tselati/ noun [noncount] : the quali¬ 
ty or state of someone or something that will never die or be 
forgotten : the quality or state of being immortal ■ She be¬ 
lieved in the immortality of the soul. ■ He found/achieved im¬ 
mortality through his films. — opposite mortality 
im*mor*tal*ize also Brit im*mor*tal*ise /I'moaOjlaiz/ 
verb -iz-es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] : to cause (someone or 
something) to be remembered forever ■ The battle was im¬ 
mortalized in a famous poem. ■ The explorers were immortal¬ 
ized when the mountains were named after them. 
im*mov*able /I'mu.vsbai/ adj 

1 : not able to be moved : firmly fixed in place ■ an immov¬ 
able object — opposite movable 

2 : not able to be changed or persuaded ■ He has remained 
immovable [=steadfast] in his opposition to the proposed law. 

im*mune /I'mjum/ adj 

1 not used before a noun a : not capable of being affected 
by a disease — usually + to • Most people are immune to the 
disease, b : not influenced or affected by something — + to 
• They are immune to persuasion/criticism. ■ She is immune 
to the power of advertising. 

2 not used before a noun : having special protection fi’om 
something that is required for most people by law ■ The 
court ruled that he was immune from prosecution [=that he 
could not be prosecuted] because of his diplomatic status. ■ 
immune [-exempt] from punishment 

3 always used before a noun : of or relating to the body’s im¬ 
mune system ■ immune cells • an immune response/reaction 

immune system noun, pi -terns [count] : the system 
that protects your body from diseases and infections ■ a 
strong/healthy immune system 
im«mu*ni«ty /I'mjumati/ noun 
1 medical: the power to keep yourself from being affected 
by a disease — usually + to [noncount] They have developed 
immunity to the virus, [singular] They have developed an 
immunity to the virus. 
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2 [noncount] : special protection from what is required for 
most people by law — usually + from • He was granted im¬ 
munity from prosecution. — see also diplomatic immuni¬ 
ty 

ilTWTHMlize also Brit im-mu-nise /'imjSinaiz/ verb -niz- 
es; -nized; -niz-ing [+ obj] : to give (someone) a vaccine to 
prevent infection by a disease ■ Many people had to be im¬ 
munized after being exposed to the disease. — often + 
against ■ All the children have been immunized against polio. 

— im-mu-ni-za-tion also Brit im-mu-ni-sa-tion /.imjsns- 
'zeijsn, Brit ^mjSinai'zeiJsn/ noun, pi -tions [count, non¬ 
count ] 

im*mu*no-de-fi*cien-cy Aimjs^oudi'fi/snsi/ noun, pi 
-cies [count] medical : a condition in which your body can¬ 
not produce enough of the substances or cells that it would 
normally produce to fight infection 
im*mu*n0l*0*gy /jmjs'ncr.Iscfei/ noun [noncount] : a sci¬ 
ence that deals with the ways in which the body protects it¬ 
self from diseases and infections 
im»mu*ta«ble /I'mju.tsbsl/ adj, formal : unable to be 
changed ■ the immutable laws of nature ■ immutable opposi¬ 
tion 

— im-mu-ta-bil-i-ty /i,mju:t3'bil3ti/ noun [noncount] — im- 
mu-ta-bly /I'mjuitsbli/ adv • She was not immutably op¬ 
posed to the plan. 

imp /'imp/ noun, pi imps [count] 

1 : a small creature that plays harmful tricks in children’s 
stories 

2 : a child who causes trouble in a playful way : a mischie¬ 
vous child ■ a lovable imp — see also IMPISH 

Mnvpact /'im.paekt/ noun, pi -pacts 

1 : the act or force of one thing hitting another [count] No 
one could have survived such an impact, [noncount] The 
bomb exploded on/upon impact (with the ground). [=when it 
hit the ground] 

2 [count] : a powerful or major influence or effect ■ These 
warnings have been heard so often that they have lost their 
impact. ■ The book had a huge impact when it first came out. 
■ We need to be concerned about the environmental impacts 
of all this construction. • She expects to make an immediate 
impact at work. — often + on ■ The stress of her job is having 
a negative impact on her health. [=is harming her health] ■ 
We hope that these programs will have a positive impact on 
the community. [=will help the community] 

2 im-pact /.im'pEekt/ verb -pacts; -packed; -pact-ing 

1 : to have a strong and often bad effect on (something or 
someone) : AFFECT [+ obj] No one is sure how these chang¬ 
es will impact our relations with other countries. ■ Both 
events negatively impacted her life. ■ The tax increase will 
impact low-income families the most, [no obj] The poor 
economy is impacting on/upon small businesses. 

2 [+ obj] formal : to hit (something) with great force ■ A cra¬ 
ter was formed at the point where the meteor impacted the 
planet’s surface. 

im*pact*ed /im'pzektsd/ adj , of a tooth : growing under an¬ 
other tooth ■ impacted wisdom teeth 
im-pair /im'pe<*/ verb -pairs; -paired; -pair-ing [+ obj] : to 
make (something) weaker or worse ■ Smoking can impair 
your health. ■ Drinking impairs a person’s ability to think 
clearly. ■ His memory was so impaired by age that he often 
forgot where he was. synonyms see injure 

— impaired /im'pea-d/ adj [more most ~] ■ The disease 
causes impaired vision/hearing in elderly people. — some¬ 
times used in combination ■ hearing -impaired people 
[=people with impaired hearing] 

im«pair*ment /im'pea-msnt/ noun, pi -merits : a condition 
in which a part of your body or mind is damaged and does 
not work well [count] a hearing/memory/visual impairment 
[noncount] The loud noise caused impairment of her hearing, 
im-pa-la /im'pcr.ls/ noun, pi im-pa-las or impala [count] 
: a large brownish African animal 
im-pale /im'peil/ verb -pales; -paled; -pal-ing [+ obj] : to 
cause a pointed object to go into or through (someone or 
something) — often + on* He slipped and impaled his leg on 
a metal spike. — usually used as (be) impaled • The matador 
was impaled by the bull’s horns. = The matador was impaled 
on the bull’s horns. 

im-pan-el or em-pan-el /im'psenl/ verb -els: US -eled or 
Brit -elled; US -el-ing or Brit -el-ling [+ obj] law : to choose 
people to serve on a jury • impanel jurors = impanel a jury 
im-part /im'paa-t/ verb -parts; -part-ed; -part-ing 1+ obj] 
formal 


1 : to give (something, such as a quality) to a thing ■ Her 
presence imparted a sense of importance to the meeting. • 
The oil imparts a distinctive flavor to the sauce. ■ The chem¬ 
icals imparted a bluish color to the paper. 

2 : to make (something) known to someone ■ He has clever 
ways of imparting [=< conveying, communicating] knowledge 
to his students. 

im-par*tial /im'paa’J'sl/ adj [more most ~] : treating all 
people and groups equally : not partial or biased ■ an impar¬ 
tial analysis of the case ■ an impartial judge/jury/observer 

— im-par-tial-i-ty /rniipaaTi'selsti/ noun [noncount] — im- 
par-tial-ly /im'paa-Jsli/ adv 

im-pass-able /im'pEessbsl/ am : impossible to pass, cross, 
or travel over ■ The roads were made impassable by the 
flood/snow. 

im-passe /'im,p£es, Brit aem'pais/ noun, pi -pass-es 
[count] : a situation in which no progress seems possible • 
Negotations are at an impasse. = Negotations have reached/ 
hit an impasse. • An arbitrator was called in to break the im¬ 
passe. • She had reached an impasse in her career. 
im*paS*Sioned /im'psejsnd/ ad) [more most ~] : show¬ 
ing or feeling very strong emotions ■ Her lawyer made an im¬ 
passioned argument in her defense. ■ an impassioned speech/ 
plea ■ impassioned [= passionate ] animal-rights activists 
invpas-sive /im'paesiv/ ad) [more most ~]: not showing 
emotion ■ an impassive observer ■ Her face/expression re¬ 
mained impassive throughout the trial. 

— im-pas-sive-ly adv ■ She sat impassively throughout the 
trial. — im-pas-siv-i-ty /m^pse'sivsti/ noun [noncount] 

ini*Da»tient /im'peifsnt/ adi [more most ~] 

1 a : not willing to wait for something or someone : not pa¬ 
tient ■ After months of delays, customers are becoming/ 
growing impatient. • Customers have grown impatient with/ 
at the repeated delays. ■ “Aren’t you ready yet?” “Don’t be so 
impatient. There’s no need to hurry.” — often + for • He was 
impatient for the departure of his flight. • She was becoming 
more impatient for the opportunity to begin working, b 
: wanting or eager to do something without waiting ■ She was 
impatient to leave. 

2 : showing that you do not want to wait: showing a lack of 
patience • an impatient answer/gesture/look 

— im-pa-tience /im'pei/sns/ noun [noncount] ■ He sighed 
with impatience. ■ Her impatience with/at the many delays 
was obvious. ■ Her impatience to leave was obvious. — im- 
pa-tient-ly adv • Customers are waiting impatiently for 
the delays to end. 

im-peach /im'pr.tf/ verb -peach-es; -peached; -peach¬ 
ing [+ obj] law 

1 : to charge (a public official) with a crime done while in of¬ 
fice ■ Congress will vote on whether or not to impeach the 
President. ■ impeach a judge 

2 formal : to cause doubts about the truthfulness of (a wit¬ 
ness, testimony, etc.) ■ The defense lawyers tried to impeach 
the witness’s testimony by forcing him to admit that he had 
changed his story. 

— im-peach-able /im'piitfsbsl/ adj * an impeachable of¬ 
fense/crime — im-peach-ment /im'pr.tf msnt/ noun, pi 
-ments [count, noncount] 

im-pec-ca-ble /im'peksbsl/ adj [more most ~] : free 
from fault or error ■ The craftsmanship is impeccable. [~J law¬ 
less] • He speaks impeccable [-perfect] English. ■ She has im¬ 
peccable taste in music. ■ His manners are impeccable. 

— im«pec*ca*bly /im'peksbli/ adv • He behaved impecca¬ 
bly. ■ She was impeccably dressed. 

im-pe-CU*niOUS /|impi'kju:nij3s/ adj [more most ~] for¬ 

mal : having little or no money : poor ■ an impecunious stu¬ 
dent 

im-pede /im'pird/ verb -pedes; -ped-ed; -ped-ing [+ obj] 
: to slow the movement, progress, or action of (someone or 
something) ■ He claims that economic growth is being im¬ 
peded by government regulations. ■ They were accused of 
impeding [= blocking, hindering] the administration of justice. 
■ The soldiers could not impede the enemy’s advance. 
im*ped-i-ment /im'pcdsmant/ noun, pi -ments [count] 

1 : something that makes it difficult to do or complete some¬ 
thing : something that interferes with movement or progress 

— often + to ■ There were no legal impediments to the deal. 

2 : a condition that makes it difficult to speak normally ■ a 
speech impediment 

im-pel /im'pcl/ verb -pels; -pelled; -pel-ling [+ obj] : to 
cause (someone) to feel a strong need or desire to do some¬ 
thing ■ They were impelled [=driven] by their sense of adven- 
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ture. ■ His interest in the American Civil War impelled him to 
make repeated visits to Gettysburg. • She felt impelled to give 
a speech after the performance, 
im-pend-ing /im'pendirj/ adj , always used before a noun 
: happening or likely to happen soon ■ She’s worried about 
an impending business trip. ■ We need to prepare for their 
impending arrival. 

im*pen-e-tra*ble /im'penatrabal/ adj [more most ~~] 

1 : impossible to pass or see through ■ an impenetrable wall/ 
barrier/jungle ■ The fort’s defenses were thought to be im¬ 
penetrable. • impenetrable darkness/fog 

2 : impossible to understand ■ an impenetrable mystery • an 
impenetrable secret code 

— im-pen-e-tra-bil-i-ty /m^pcnatra'bilati/ noun [noncount] 
— im-pen-e-tra-bly /im'penatrabli/ adv ■ an impenetrably 
complex mystery ■ an impenetrably thick wall 

1 im-per*a*tive /im'perativ/ adj 

1 [more most ~~] formal : very important ■ an imperative 
duty ■ It is imperative that the public be informed about 
these dangers. = It is imperative to inform the public about 
these dangers. 

2 grammar : having the form that expresses a command 
rather than a statement or a question ■ “Eat your spinach!” is 
an imperative sentence. ■ “Help” in the sentence “Help me!” 
is an imperative verb. ■ a verb in the imperative mood 

— compare declarative, indicative, interrogative, 
SUBJUNCTIVE 

3 formal : expressing a command in a forceful and confident 
way ■ People resented his imperative tone of voice. 

imperative noun, pi -tives 

1 [count] formal : a command, rule, duty, etc., that is very 
important or necessary ■ She considers it a moral imperative 
to help people in need. ■ legal imperatives 

2 grammar a the imperative : the form that a verb or sen¬ 
tence has when it is expressing a command • “Eat your spin¬ 
ach!” is in the imperative, b [count] : an imperative verb or 
sentence ■ “Go” and “buy” are imperatives in the sentence 
“Please go to the store and buy some milk.” 

im*per*cep*ti*ble /(imp^'scptabal/ adj [more most ~] 
: impossible to see or notice ■ imperceptible changes/differ¬ 
ences ■ an almost imperceptible smile/breeze ■ These changes 
will be imperceptible to most people. 

— im-per-cep-ti-bly /^mp^'scptabli/ adv 
1 im-per-fect /im'pafikt/ adj 

1 : having mistakes or problems : not perfect ■ an imperfect 
society ■ It’s an imperfect solution to a difficult problem. ■ He 
had an imperfect understanding of the task. ■ imperfect [= de¬ 
fective ] clothing 

2 grammar : of or relating to a verb tense used to express an 
incomplete action in the past or a state that continued for a 
period of time in the past • In “He was singing when I came 
in,” “was singing” is in the imperfect tense. 

— im-per-fect-ly adv ■ an imperfectly patched hole 
2 imperfect noun 

the imperfect grammar : the imperfect tense of a verb ■ a 
verb in the imperfect 

im*per*feotion /.imp^'fekjan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : a small flaw or bad part ■ He detected several im¬ 
perfections in the surface of the jewel. ■ She tried to hide the 
imperfection in the cloth. ■ skin imperfections [=blemishes] 

2 [noncount] : the state of being imperfect : lack of perfec¬ 
tion ■ human imperfection 

im*pe*ri*al /im'pirijal/ adj, always used before a noun : of or 
relating to an empire or an emperor ■ the Roman imperial 
age ■ a member of the imperial family/army • imperial power 
■ the imperial palace 

im*pe*ri*al*ism /im'pirija.lizam/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a policy or practice by which a country increases its pow¬ 
er by gaining control over other areas of the world ■ British 
imperialism created the enormous British Empire. 

2 : the effect that a powerful country or group of countries 
has in changing or influencing the way people live in other, 
poorer countries ■ Western imperialism ■ economic/cultural 
imperialism 

im*pe*ri*al-ist /im'pirijahst/ noun, pi -ists [count] : a per¬ 
son who practices or supports imperialism 

— imperialist adj • imperialist power/expansion — im-pe- 
ri-al-is-tic /ur^pirija'listik/ acjj • imperialistic aims/goals 

im-per«il /im'peral/ verb -ils; US -iled or Brit -illed; US -il- 
ing or Brit -iMing [+ obj] formal : to put (something or 
someone) in a dangerous situation : endanger ■ The toxic 
fumes imperiled the lives of the trapped miners. ■ The finan¬ 


cial health of the company was imperiled by a string of bad 
investments. ■ a list of imperiled species 
im*pe*ri*OUS /im'pirijas/a*# [more most —] formal : hav¬ 

ing or showing the proud and unpleasant attitude of some¬ 
one who gives orders and expects other people to obey them 
• an imperious manner/tone/gesture • imperious bureaucrats 

— im-pe-ri-ous-ly adv — im-pe-ri-ous-ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

im*per*ish*able /im'penjabal/ adj , formal : never to be 
forgotten : lasting forever ■ imperishable fame ■ an imperish¬ 
able mastei piece 

im-per-ma-nent /im'paroanant/ adj, formal : not lasting 
forever : not permanent ■ an impermanent 1= temporary ] so¬ 
lution ■ impermanent materials 

— im-per-ma-nence /im'pamanans/ noun [noncount] 
im*per*me*able /im'pa-mijabal/ adj [more most ~] tech¬ 
nical : not allowing something (such as a liquid) to pass 
through • an impermeable layer of rock ■ a fabric imperme¬ 
able to moisture 

— im-per»me-abil»i»ty /lm.parnija'bilati/ noun [noncount] 
im*per-mis-si*ble /m^p^'misabal/ adj, formal : not al¬ 
lowed or permitted : not permissible ■ Such behavior is im¬ 
permissible under the new guidelines. ■ an impermissible 
breach of etiquette 

— im-per-mis-si-bly /im,pa‘ , misabli/ adv 
im*per«SOn*al /im'pa'sanal/ adj 

1 [more most ~] a : having or showing no interest in in¬ 
dividual people or their feelings : lacking emotional warmth 
■ cold, impersonal cities ■ a giant impersonal corporation b 
: not relating to or influenced by personal feelings ■ We dis¬ 
cussed the weather and other impersonal topics. • He main¬ 
tained an impersonal, professional attitude. 

2 grammar : having no specified subject or no subject other 
than “it" ■ “Rained” in “it rained” is an impersonal verb. ■ an 
impersonal sentence/construction 

— im-per-son-al-ly /im'po'sanali/ adv ■ They were treated 
impersonally. 

im*per*SOn-ate /im'pa'sa^eit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at«ing 

[+ obj] : to pretend to be (another person) ■ He was arrested 
for impersonating a police officer. ■ a comedian with a talent 
for impersonating famous politicians and actors 

— im-per-son-a-tion /in^pa-ja'neij'an/ noun, pi -tions 
[count] He does a great impersonation of the President. 
[noncount] He was arrested for impersonation of a police 
officer. 

im*per*SOn*a*tOr /im , p3 , 53,neita‘/ noun, pi -tors [count] 
: a person who pretends to be someone else: especially : a 
person who entertains people by pretending to be another 
person ■ an Elvis impersonator [=an entertainer who pretends 
to be Elvis Presley] ■ a female impersonator [=a male enter¬ 
tainer who plays the role of a woman] 
im*per*ti*nent /im'pa^tnant/ adj [more most —] formal 
: rude and showing a lack of respect ■ She asked a few imper¬ 
tinent questions. ■ an impertinent young woman 

— im-per-ti-nence /im'pa'tnans/ noun [noncount] ■ I was 
shocked by the impertinence of her questions. — im-per- 
ti-nent-ly adv 

im*per*turb*able /^mp^'t^babal/ adj [more most ~] 
formal : very calm : very hard to disturb or upset ■ Although 
he seems outwardly imperturbable, he can get very angry at 
times. ■ an imperturbable demeanor/disposition 

— im-per-turb-abil-i-ty /.impa^teba'bilati/ noun [non¬ 
count] — im-per-turb-ably /jimpyta^babli/ adv • He sat 
there imperturbably as they insulted him. 

im*per*Vi*OUS /im'pawijas/ adj [more most ~] 

1 technical : not allowing something (such as water or light) 
to enter or pass through — usually + to • a substance imper¬ 
vious to light ■ a coat impervious to rain 

2 formal : not bothered or affected by something — usually 
+ to • He seems impervious to criticism. 

— im-per-vi-ous-ness noun [noncount] 
im-pet-U-OUS /im'petfawas/ adj [more most ~] : acting 

or done quickly and without thought : controlled by emo¬ 
tion rather than thought: impulsive ■ He’s always been an 
impetuous young man. ■ an impetuous decision 

— im-pet-u-os-i-ty /m^petfa'wccsati/ noun [noncount] 
- im-pet-u-ous-ly adv - im-pet-u-ous-ness noun 
[noncount] 

im*pe*tus /'impatas/ noun 

1 : a force that causes something (such as a process or activ¬ 
ity) to be done or to become more active [noncount] His dis¬ 
coveries have given impetus to further research. ■ The move- 
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ment is now gaining/losing impetus. [^momentum] 
[ singular ] Her work provided the major impetus [=stimulus] 
behind the movement. — often + for • The tragic accident 
became an impetus for changing the safety regulations. — 
sometimes followed by to + verb ■ His discoveries have given 
researchers the impetus to try something new. 

2 [noncount] technical: a force that causes an object to begin 
moving or to continue to move 
im«pi*ety /im'pajati/ noun [noncount] formal : lack of re¬ 
spect for God : the quality or state of being impious - accu¬ 
sations of impiety 

invpinge /lm'pincfe/ verb -ping-es; -pinged; -pingring 
Impinge on/upon [phrasal verb] impinge on/upon (some¬ 
thing) formal : to affect (something) in a way that is un¬ 
wanted : to have a bad effect on (something) ■ His lawyers 
argued that the publicity will impinge on the defendant’s 
right to a fair trial. ■ Her work is impinging on [encroach¬ 
ing on, hindering] her social life. ■ The government wants to 
avoid impinging upon the affairs of private citizens. 
im*pi*OUS /'impijas/ adj [more most ~] formal : feeling 
or showing a lack of respect for God : not pious ■ impious 
books ■ He was fearful of seeming impious. 
imprish /'impijy adj [more most ~]: having or showing a 
playful desire to cause trouble : playful and mischievous • an 
impish grin/smile ■ an impish face/look 

— imp-ish-ly adv ■ grinning impishly — imprish*ness noun 
[noncount] ■ his youthful impishness 

im-pla-ca-ble /im'plsekobol/ adj [more most ~] : op¬ 
posed to someone or something in a very angry or deter¬ 
mined way that cannot be changed ■ He has an implacable 
hatred for his political opponents. ■ an implacable [= unyield¬ 
ing ]opponent 

— invpla-ca-bly /im'plseksbli/ adv - They are implacably 
opposed to his proposals. 

1 irrvplant /im'plsent/ verb -plants; -plant*ed; -planting [+ 

obf[ 

1 : to put (something) in a specified place ■ The police ob¬ 
tained permission to implant [=plant] a recording device in 
the suspect’s home.; especially, medical : to place (some¬ 
thing) in a person’s body by means of surgery ■ a hearing aid 
that is surgically implanted in the ear 

2 : to cause (something) to become a part of the way a per¬ 
son thinks or feels ■ She implanted a love of reading in her 
students. [=she taught her students to love reading] 

— im>plant-able /im'plsentabal/ adj • implantable devices 
— im*plan*ta*tion Am^plsen'teijan/ noun, pi -tions 
[noncount] the implantation of a hearing aid [count] (chief¬ 
ly US) a surgeon who has performed many implantations 

2 im*plant /'im.plaent/ noun, pi -plants [count] medical 
: something placed in a person’s body by means of surgery ■ 
breast implants 

ini'plaU'Si-ble /im'plcLzabal/ adj [more most ~] : not 
believable or realistic : not plausible ■ She’s been making im¬ 
plausible claims. ■ He gave an implausible excuse for showing 
up late for work. ■ The novel has an implausible ending. 

— im-plaU"Si-bil*i«ty /im.plaiza’bilati/ noun [noncount] ■ 
the implausibility of the novel’s ending — im*plau*si*bly 
/im'plaizabli/ adv ■ an implausibly happy ending ■ Implau¬ 
sibly (enough), the hero was saved at the last minute. 

^m-ple-ment /'implamant/ noun, pi -ments [count] : an 
object used to do work : tool ■ farming implements ■ stone 
implements used in prehistoric times ■ a sharp-edged imple¬ 
ment used to chop wood 

synonyms implement, tool, instrument, and uten¬ 
sil mean a device used for doing work, implement is a 
general word and may refer to anything that is needed to 
complete a task. ■ gardening implements such as rakes and 
hoes TOOL is also a general word but may suggest a device 
that is designed for a specific job and that requires some 
skill to be used properly. ■ carpenter’s tools instrument 
suggests a device that can be used for very precise work. • 
surgical instruments utensil suggests a fairly simple de- 
vice used for jobs in a person’s house. ■ kitchen utensils 

2 im*ple«ment /'impla.ment/ verb -merits; -ment*ed; 
-meriting [+ obj]: to begin to do or use (something, such as 
a plan) : to make (something) active or effective ■ The gov¬ 
ernment implemented [=carried out] a series of reforms. ■ I 
wondered how 1 might best implement his plan. • Due to high 
costs, the program was never fully implemented. 

— im*ple*mervta*tion Aimplaman'teijan/ noun [noncount] 
• implementation of the plan 


invpli-cate /'impla.keit/ verb -cates; -cat*ed; -catring [+ 

obj] : to show that someone or something is closely connect¬ 
ed to or involved in something (such as a crime) • The evi¬ 
dence implicated many government officials in the conspira¬ 
cy. [=the evidence showed that many government officials 
were involved in the conspiracy] ■ His business partner was 
implicated in the theft. ■ Scientists have discovered a gene 
that is implicated [= involved] in the development of Alzhei¬ 
mer’s disease. 

im-pli-Ca«tion /iimpla'keijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : a possible future effect or result — usually plural 

■ We must consider the long-term implications of the new 
trade policies. [=we must consider the effect the policies may 
have in the future] ■ The closing of the factory has economic 
implications for the entire community. [=the closing will af¬ 
fect the economy of the entire community] ■ He needs to be 
aware of the political implications of his decision. 

2 : something that is suggested without being said directly 
: something that is implied [count] I’m offended by his im¬ 
plication that women can’t be good at mathematics. ■ I resent 
that/your implication ! [noncount] He condemned the court 
and, by implication, the entire legal system. 

3 [noncount] : the fact or state of being involved in or con¬ 
nected to something (such as a crime) : the fact or state of 
being implicated in something ■ He was shocked by the im¬ 
plication of his partner in the theft. 

im-plic-it /im'phsat/ adj 

1 : understood though not clearly or directly stated ■ an im¬ 
plicit agreement/waming/promise ■ Their plans are based on 
the implicit [=implied] assumption that the proposal will be 
accepted. ■ There is a sense of moral duty implicit in her writ¬ 
ings. — opposite EXPLICIT 

2 : not affected by doubt : absolute, complete ■ I have 
implicit trust/confidence/faith in her honesty. 

— im*plic*it-ly adv • In his criticism of the court he implicit¬ 
ly condemns the entire legal system. • I trust her implicitly. 
[= completely ] 

im*plode /im'ploud/ verb -plodes; -plod-ed; -plodring 

[no obj] : to collapse inward in a very sudden and violent way 

■ an imploding star — often used figuratively - He warns that 
the nation’s economy is about to implode under the weight 
of its debt. — compare explode 

— im-plo-sion /im'plousan/ noun, pi -slons [count, non¬ 
count] 

invplore /im'ploa*/ verb -plores; -plored; -plorring [+ obj] 
formal 

1 a : to make a very serious or emotional request to (some¬ 
one) : BEG ■ Don’t go. I implore you. — usually followed by 
to + verb ■ She implored her son not to go. ■ He implored her to 
think of the children, b : to say (something) as a serious or 
emotional request ■ “Think of the children!" he implored. 

2 : to ask or beg for (something) in a very serious or emo¬ 
tional way ■ He implored their help. 

— imploring adj [more most ~] ■ an imploring look ■ an 
imploring request for help — im-plorring-ly adv ■ “Don’t 
go!” she said imploringly. 

im-ply /im'plai/ verb -plies; -plied; -plyring [+ obj] 

1 : to express (something) in an indirect way : to suggest 
(something) without saying or showing it plainly ■ Your re¬ 
mark implies (to me) that you think I’m wrong. ■ Early re¬ 
ports implied that the judge’s death was not an accident. • 
His words implied a threat. — compare infer 

2 : to include or involve (something) as a natural or neces¬ 
sary part or result - War implies fighting and death. 

im-po-lite /,imp3'lait/ adj [more most ~] : not polite 
: RUDE ■ It’s impolite to talk during the performance. ■ He 
made some impolite comments about her appearance. ■ an 
impolite child ■ an impolite word 

— im-poriite-ly adv • They felt they were being treated im¬ 
politely. — im-po-lite-ness noun [noncount] 

im*pon*der*a*ble /im'pccndarobal/ adj, formal : not able 
to be measured or judged exactly ■ the imponderable vast¬ 
ness of space 

— imponderable noun, pi -ables [count] ■ the impondera¬ 
bles of human nature [=the mysteries of human nature; the 
questions about human nature that cannot be fully an¬ 
swered or understood] 

1 irryport /im'poert/ verb -ports; -port*ed; -portring [+ obj] 
1: to bring a product into a country to be sold ■ a dealer 
who imports cars from Italy to the U.S. — opposite export 
2 computers : to bring (something, such as data) into a file, 
system, etc., from another source ■ software that makes it 
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simple to import digital photographs onto your hard drive 

— imported adj ■ imported cars/coffee — lm-port-er noun, 
pi -ers [count] ■ an importer of Italian cars 

2 im*port /'im,poM/ noun, pi -ports 

1 a [count] : something that is imported : a product brought 
into a country to be sold there ■ This car is an import from It¬ 
aly. ■ They sell luxury imports from around the world, b 
[noncount] : the act of importing something : importation 

■ laws affecting the import of foreign goods ■ an import tax 

2 [noncount] formal : importance ■ This is an issue of little 
import to voters. ■ a matter of great import 

3 [singular] formal : the meaning of something ■ Researchers 
are still debating the import [=meaning] of the test results. 

im*pOr*tance /im'poa'tiis/ noun [noncount] : the quality or 
state of being important: value or significance ■ The teacher 
lectured the students on the importance of mutual respect. ■ 
a medical discovery of great/major importance [=a very im¬ 
portant medical discovery] • He exaggerated the importance 
of his role in the rescue mission. ■ The negotiations have tak¬ 
en on added importance in the wake of the bomb attack. • a 
matter of little/minor importance • Nothing of importance 
[=nothing important] was decided. 
im>POr»tant /im'poa'tnt/ adj [more —; most —] 

1 : having serious meaning or worth • She’s an important 
[significant] part of the team. ■ Diet and exercise are impor¬ 
tant for health. : deserving or requiring serious attention ■ an 
important problem ■ In his editorial, he made several impor¬ 
tant points. ■ It’s important that you remember to send these 
forms on time. = It’s important for you to remember to send 
these forms on time. ■ Scientists have made an important dis¬ 
covery. • Doing her job well is important to her. ■ The new 
policy will help businesses and, more important [important¬ 
ly], it will create thousands of new jobs. [=it is more impor¬ 
tant that the new policy will create thousands of new jobs] ■ 
critically/crucially/vitally important 

2 : having power, authority, or influence ■ He’s one of the 
most important scholars in his field. ■ an important artist 

im-por-tanMy /im'po^tptii/ adv 

1 [more most ~] — used to say that something is impor¬ 
tant ■ More importantly, [=it is more important that] the pro¬ 
posed law will have a harmful effect on funding for public 
schools. 

2 a : in an important way ■ Her research has contributed im¬ 
portantly to our understanding of the disease, b : in the 
manner of people who think that they are important: in an 
arrogant or pompous manner "He strutted to and fro impor¬ 
tantly, ordering everybody around. 

im*por*ta*tiotl /.im.poytei/an/ noun [noncount] : the act 
of importing products ■ illegal importation of weapons 
im-por-tu-nate /im’poa'tfanat/ ad) [more most ~]formal 

1 : making repeated or annoying requests or demands ■ an 
importunate salesman 

2 : causing annoyance or trouble ■ importunate demands 

— im*por-tu*nate-ly adv • importunately demanding help 
im»por*tune /iimp9 p tu:n, Brit ,imp3'tju:n/ verb -tunes; 

-tuned; -tuning [+ obj] formal : to ask (someone) for 
something or to do something in a repeated or annoying way 
: BEG • He stood on the street comer, importuning passersby 
for help/money. ■ He importuned them to help, 
im-pose /im'pouz/ verb -pos-es; -posed; -pos-ing 

1 [+ obj] a : to cause (something, such as a tax, fine, rule, or 
punishment) to affect someone or something by using your 
authority ■ The judge imposed a life sentence. — usually + on 
or upon ■ The judge imposed a life sentence on the defendant. 

■ impose [=levy] a tax on liquor ■ A curfew has been imposed 
upon the city’s youth, b : to establish or create (something 
unwanted) in a forceful or harmful way ■ I needed to break 
free from the limits imposed by my own fear of failure. 

2 [+ obj] : to force someone to accept (something or your¬ 
self) — + on or upon ■ He imposed his will on his subjects. 
I=he forced his subjects to do what he wanted them to do] ■ 
He imposes his personal beliefs on his employees. ■ I don’t 
like having to Impose myself on other people. 

3 [no obj] : to ask for or expect more than is fair or reason¬ 
able ■ She asked if I wanted a ride, but I declined. I didn't 
want to impose. [=1 didn’t want to cause trouble or inconve¬ 
nience for her] — often + on or upon • I didn’t want to im¬ 
pose on her. = I didn’t want to impose on her kindness. * You 
shouldn’t impose on/upon your friend’s good nature. 

irvi'pos-ing /im'pouzig/ adj [more most ~] : very large 
or impressive • He’s an imposing man with a powerful voice. • 
an imposing building ■ an imposing figure 


— im*pOS*ing-ly adv • an imposingly large building 
im*pO-Si*tion Aimpa'zi/an/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : a demand or request that is not reasonable or that 
causes trouble for someone ■ Your kids can stay with me the 
night you’re away—it’s really not an imposition. 

2 [noncount] : the act of establishing or creating something 
in an official way : the act of imposing something • the impo¬ 
sition of a life sentence on the defendant ■ the imposition of a 
tax on liquor 

im-pOS-Si"bil*i-ty /im.pcusa'bilati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [count] : something that is impossible : something that 
cannot be done or that cannot happen ■ The blizzard made 
travel an impossibility. • a logical/mathematical impossibility 

2 [noncount] : the quality or state of being impossible ■ the 
impossibility of knowing what the future will bring 

im«POS*Si»ble /im'paisabal/ adj 

1 a : unable to be done or to happen : not possible ■ It’s im¬ 
possible to predict the future. ■ The heavy rain made it im¬ 
possible to see the road. ■ It’s logically/mathematically impos¬ 
sible. ■ It's physically impossible for a child to lift that much 
at once. ■ It’s virtually/nearly/almost impossible to book a 
flight just before the holiday. ■ I find it impossible to believe 
[=1 cannot believe] that he’s telling the truth. ■ an impossible 
dream b : very difficult ■ an impossible [=hopeless] situation 

■ These math problems are impossible ! 

2 [more most ~] of a person : very difficult to deal with 
: very irritating or annoying ■ You refuse to help and then 
criticize me for not doing it right? You’re impossible ! ■ My 
boss is just an impossible woman. 

the impossible : something that cannot be done or that is 
very difficult ■ Expecting people to do a good job in such a 
short time is asking the impossible. 

— Im-pos-si-bly /im'pccsabli/ adv ■ The restaurants in this 
city are impossibly [= extremely, ridiculously] expensive. ■ 
impossibly high standards 

im*pOS*tor or im*pos*ter /rni'pcusta-/ noun, pi -tors or 
-ters [count] : a person who deceives others by pretending 
to be someone else ■ He claimed he was an experienced pilot, 
but he turned out to be an impostor. 
im«pOS*ture /im'pccstfa 1 / noun, pi -tures formal : the act of 
deceiving others by pretending to be someone else [non- 
count] He was accused of imposture, [count] his elaborate 
impostures 

im-po-tent /'impatant/ adj 

1 [more most ~]: lacking power or strength ■ an impotent 
political party 

2 of a man : unable to have sex : unable to get or keep an 
erection 

— im-po*tence /'impatans/ noun [noncount] ■ the impotence 
[=weakness] of the current regime ■ sexual impotence — im¬ 
potent* ly adv • We could only watch impotentty [= help¬ 
lessly ] as the fire consumed our home. 

im-pound /im'paund/ verb -pounds; -pound*ed; 
-pound-ing [+ obj] : to use legal powers to get and hold 
(something) ■ The police impounded her car because it was 
illegally parked. ■ impound evidence for a trial 
im*pov*er*ish /m^paivan// verb -ish*es; -ished; -ish- 
ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make (someone) poor ■ The dictator enriched himself 
but impoverished his people. 

2 : to use up the strength or richness of (something, such as 
land) ■ Poor farming practices impoverished the soil. 

— impoverished adj [more most ~] • the most impover¬ 
ished areas [=the poorest areas] of the country ■ acres of 
impoverished soil — im*pov*er*ish*ment /im'paivanj- 
mant/ noun [noncount] ■ the impoverishment of the people/ 
soil 

im-prac*ti*ca*ble /im'przektikabal/ adj [more most ~] 
formal : difficult or impossible to do or use : not practicable 

■ an impracticable plan ■ an impracticable solution 

— im*prac*ti*ca*bil*i*ty /im,pr£ektika'bilati/ noun [non¬ 
count] ■ the impracticability of his plan 

im«praoti*cal /m^pnektikal/ adj [more most —] : not 
practical: such as a : not easy to do or use : not suitable for 
the situation ■ Little sports cars are impractical for large fam¬ 
ilies. ■ an attractive but completely impractical pair of shoes 
[=shoes that look nice but are not comfortable for walking] ■ 
an impractical plan/solution b of a person : not sensible 
: not able to deal with practical matters effectively ■ He was 
a dreamy and impractical young man. 

— im-prac-ti-cal-i-ty /miipnekti'kzelati/ noun, pi -ties 
[count] They adopted the plan despite all its impracticali- 
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ties, [noncount] the impracticality of the plan — im-prac- 
ti-caMy /im'prgektikli/ adv • an impracticalty large book 
im-pre-ca-tion Aunpn'keijan/ noun, pi -tions [count] for¬ 
mal : an offensive word or phrase that people say when they 
are angry : curse ■ He muttered imprecations under his 
breath. 

im-pre-cise /(impn'sais/ot# [more most —]: not clear or 
exact : not precise ■ imprecise language/measurements ■ an 
imprecise description ■ It’s an imprecise translation of the 
original sentence. 

— im-pre-cisedy adv • The passage had been translated im¬ 
precisely. — im*pre*ci-sion /,impn'si33n/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

im*preg*na*ble /im'pregnabal/ adj 

1 : not able to be captured by attack : very strong • an im¬ 
pregnable fortress ■ impregnable defenses 

2 : not likely to be weakened or changed ■ an impregnable 
reputation • Her arguments seemed impregnable. 

im-preg-nate /im'preg,neit/ verb -nates; -nat-ed; -nat- 
ing [+ obj] 

1 : to cause (a material) to be filled or soaked with some- 
thing ■ a cake impregnated with brandy 

2 technical : to make (a woman or a female animal) preg¬ 
nant 

— im*preg*na-tion /im.preg'nei/an/ noun [noncount] 
im«pre*sa*rio /.impra'sarhou/ noun, pi -ri«os [count] : a 

person who manages a performance (such as a concert or 
play) 

invpress /im'pres/ verb -press-es; -pressed; -press- 
Ing 

1 : to cause (someone) to feel admiration or interest [+ obj] 
He’s trying to impress her. [=he is trying to win her admira¬ 
tion; he wants her to like him] ■ The candidate impressed us 
with his qualifications. = The candidate's qualifications im¬ 
pressed us. ■ What really impressed me was their enthusiasm. 
= It really impressed me that they were so enthusiastic. — of¬ 
ten used as (be) impressed ■ We were (favorably/deeply/very) 
impressed by/with his credentials. ■ I am impressed that you 
can play the violin so well. ■ I was particularly/especially im¬ 
pressed by their enthusiasm, [no obj] She’s bright, ambi¬ 
tious, and eager to impress. 

2 [+ obj ]: to put (something) in someone’s mind : to produce 
a clear idea or image of (something) — + on or upon ■ The 
speaker tried to impress the dangers of drugs on the children. 
= The speaker tried to impress on the children how danger¬ 
ous drugs can be. [=tried to make the children understand 
very clearly how dangerous drugs can be] 

3 [+ otj] : to produce (something, such as a picture) by push¬ 
ing something against a surface ■ a design impressed on the 
book’s cover 

invpreS»Sion /im'prcfan/ noun, pi -sions [count] 

1 : the effect or influence that something or someone has on 
a person’s thoughts or feelings ■ Her words made a strong 
impression (on us). ■ The candidate made a favorable/posi- 
tive/good/bad impression. ■ What was your impression of the 
candidate? [=what did you think of the candidate?] ■ My first 
impression of him was that he was a kind and thoughtful 
young man. ■ First impressions are important but can be mis¬ 
leading. ■ In her journal, she recorded her impressions of the 
city. • Her kindness left a lasting impression on her students. ■ 

1 was trying to make an impression. = I was trying to make a 
good impression. ■ He’s trying to avoid (giving) the impres¬ 
sion that he’s insensitive. ■ a fleeting impression 

2 : an idea or belief that is usually not clear or certain • It 
was my impression [=1 thought] that admission was free. • I’m 
sorry if I gave you the wrong impression. [=I’m sorry if I mis¬ 
led you] ■ I got/had the distinct impression that they didn’t 
mean to stay long. ■ They gave (us) the impression that they 
didn’t mean to stay long. ■ an erroneous/false/mistaken im¬ 
pression • I was under the impression [=1 thought] that ad¬ 
mission was free. 

3 : an appearance or suggestion of something ■ The garden is 
designed in tiers to give/create the impression of steps. [=the 
garden is designed so that it looks like steps] ■ His lifestyle 
conveyed the impression of great wealth. [=his lifestyle led 
people to believe that he was very wealthy] 

4 : something (such as a design or a footprint) made by 
pressing or stamping a surface ■ The child used her hand to 
make an impression in the mud. 

5 : an imitation of a famous person that is done for enter¬ 
tainment • He does a funny impression [-impersonation] of 
Elvis Presley. 


im*pres*sion*able /un'prejanabal/ adj [more most ~] 
: easy to influence • The teacher was accused of forcing his 
political beliefs on impressionable teenagers. • The book had 
a profound effect on his impressionable young mind. 

— im-pres-sion*abil*i*ty /in^prejana'bibti/ noun [non¬ 
count] ■ the impressionability of youth 

im*pres«sion«ism or lm-pres-sion-ism /im'preja.m- 
zam/ noun [noncount] : a style of painting that began in 
France around 1870, that uses spots of color to show the ef¬ 
fects of different kinds of light, and that attempts to capture 
the feeling of a scene rather than specific details 

— impressionist or Impressionist adj 9 an Impressionist 
painting 

im-pres-sion-ist /im'prejamst/ noun, pi -ists [count] 

1 or Impressionist : a painter who practices impressionism 

2 : an entertainer who does impressions (sense 5) 
im-preS'Sion-iS-tiC /im.preja'mstik/ adj 

1 [more most —] : involving general feelings or thoughts 
rather than specific knowledge or facts • He wrote an impres¬ 
sionistic account of the battle scene. 

2 chiefly US : of or relating to impressionism ■ an impression¬ 
istic painting 

— im-pres-sion-is-ti-cal-ly /im.preJVmstikli/ adv ■ He 
wrote vaguely and impressionistically about his life. 

im»pres«sive /im'presiv/ adj [more most ~] : deserving 

attention, admiration, or respect: making a good impression 
• He has an impressive vocabulary for a lO-year-old. ■ Her 
first performance was very impressive. ■ He has an impressive 
manner. ■ a large and impressive [=imposing] building 

— im-pres-sive-ly adv ■ an impressively large vocabulary/ 
building 

im-pri-ma-tur Aimp^ma^tua-/ noun, pi -turs [count] for¬ 
mal : official approval ■ He gave the book his imprimatur. 

^nvprint /im'pnnt/ verb -prints; -print-ed; -print-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 : to create a mark by pressing against a surface ■ imprint 
[=stamp] a design on a sheet of paper ■ wearing a T-shirt im¬ 
printed with the company logo 

2 : to cause (something) to stay in your mind or memory ■ 
The image of her beautiful face will always be imprinted on 
my mind. [=1 will always remember her beautiful face] ■ a 
picture imprinted in my memory 

2 im-print /'im.prmt/ noun, pi -prints [count] 

1 : a mark created by pressing against a surface : something 
imprinted or printed ■ We saw an imprint of a bike tire on the 
dirt trail. ■ a fossil imprint of a dinosaur’s foot 

2 : a strong effect or influence • She was determined to put 
her imprint on the company. [=to use her ideas and influence 
to make the company better] 

3 technical : a publisher’s name on the title page of a book 
im-pris*on /im'pnzp/ verb -ons; -oned; -on-ing [+ obj] 

: to put (someone) in prison ■ He was imprisoned for murder. 

■ He has threatened to imprison his political opponents. — 
sometimes used figuratively ■ He has a brilliant mind impris¬ 
oned in an unhealthy body. 

— im-pris«on»ment /im'priznmant/ noun [noncount] ■ He 
was released after six months’ imprisonment. ■ sentenced to 
life imprisonment 

im*prob*a*ble /im'pra.babal/ adj [more —; most —] : not 
probable : not likely to be true or to happen : unlikely ■ 
There really isn’t enough evidence to prove that he commit¬ 
ted the crime, so it’s (highly) improbable that he’ll be con¬ 
victed. ■ The team made an improbable comeback. ■ an im¬ 
probable story 

— im-prob-a-bil-i-ty /m^prarba'bifoti/ noun [noncount] 
the improbability of their success [count] The story in¬ 
cludes a number of absurd improbabilities. [=improbable 
events or situations] — im*prob>a*bly /im'praibabli/ adv ■ 
an improbably gifted child 

im-promp-tu /im'prarmptu, Brit im'pmmptju/ adj ’ not 
prepared ahead of time : made or done without preparation 

■ Two of my friends came by unexpectedly, and we had an 
impromptu little party in my kitchen. ■ He made an im¬ 
promptu speech about honor and responsibility. 

— impromptu adv • speaking impromptu 
im-prop*er /inVpraipa^/ adj [more most ~] : not proper, 

right, or suitable: such as a : not correct ■ The doctor gave 
him an improper diagnosis. ■ improper grammar b : not fol¬ 
lowing rules of acceptable behavior : legally or morally 
wrong ■ They claim to have evidence of improper police con¬ 
duct. ■ improper use of public land C : not suitable for the 
situation : not appropriate • This is an improper diet for a 
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growing teenager. ■ improper dress/attire d : not polite • It 
would be improper for me to ask such a favor of her. ■ He 
made some improper remarks. ■ improper behavior 

— im-prop»er-ly adv ■ He came to school improperly 
dressed. ■ She pronounced the word improperly. 9 behaving 
improperly 

im*pro-pri*ety Aimprs'prajsti/ noun, pi -ties formal 

1 [noncount\ a : rude or immoral behavior : improper be¬ 
havior ■ He has a reputation for impropriety. 9 The judge ex¬ 
cused herself from the case to avoid any appearance of im¬ 
propriety. 9 She was shocked by the young man’s impropriety. 
b : a rude or improper quality ■ She was shocked by the im¬ 
propriety of his behavior/language. 

2 [count] : a wrong or immoral act : an improper act • He 
has been accused of financial/sexual improprieties. 

im-prov /'in^pmiv/ noun [ noncount ] informal : the act of 
performing without preparation : the act of improvising ■ a 
comedian with a talent for improv [= improvisation ] 
invprove /im'pru:v/ verb -proves; -proved; -prov-ing 

1 [+ obj] to make (something) better ■ This operation will 
greatly/dramatically/significantly improve her chances of 
survival. ■ The advertising campaign has improved sales. 

2 [no obj ]: to become better ■ Maybe we’ll buy a house when 
our financial situation improves. 9 Her writing has improved 
since the beginning of the school year. ■ The company has 
been having steadily improving sales. 

improve on/upon [phrasal verb] improve on/upon (some¬ 
thing) : to do better than (something previously done) ■ Af¬ 
ter months of study, I improved on my original score. ■ It’ll 
be hard to improve upon the success they had last year. 

— improved adj [more most ~] ■ The campaign resulted 
in greatly improved sales. ■ She was voted the most im¬ 
proved player on the team. 

irtyprove«ment /im'pru.vmsnt/ noun, pi -merits 

1 [noncount] : the act of improving something : the act or 
process of making something better ■ Doctors were amazed 
by the sudden improvement in her medical condition. ■ His 
cooking needs improvement. = There’s still room for Improve¬ 
ment in his cooking. 

2 [count] a : the quality of being better than before ■ I’ve 
noticed a significant improvement in your work since the 
spring, b : an addition or change that makes something 
better or more valuable ■ The editor made some improve¬ 
ments to/in the article before it was printed. ■ They spent the 
money on new kitchen cabinets and other home improve¬ 
ments 4- An improvement on or (< chiefly US) over something 
is a better version of it or a better way of doing it. • The food 
isn’t fancy, but it’s certainly an improvement over what we’re 
served at school. 

im-prov-i-dent /im'prcuvsdsnt/ adj [more most —] for¬ 
mal : not providing or saving for the future : not wise or sen¬ 
sible regarding money ■ Her improvident habits left her with 
no retirement savings. ■ an improvident [=itresponsible, un¬ 
wise] use of public money 

— im«prov-i-dence /im'praivsdsns/ noun [noncount] ■ fi¬ 
nancial* improvidence 

im-pro-vise /'impr3,vaiz/ verb -vis*es; -vised; -visaing 

1 : to speak or perform without preparation [no obj] If you 
forget any of your lines, try to improvise. ■ Good jazz musi¬ 
cians know how to improvise. [+ obj] He had to improvise his 
opening speech when he forgot his notes. ■ The trumpet 
player performed an improvised solo. 

2 [+ obj : to make or create (something) by using whatever 
is available ■ I wasn’t expecting guests, so I had to improvise a 
meal with what I had in my refrigerator. 

— im-pro-vi-sa-tion /im,pra:v3 , zeij'3n/ noun, pi -tions 
[noncount] an actor who is good at improvisation [count] 
His performance featured several clever improvisations. 

- im-pro-vi-sa-tion-al /im.prccvs'zeijsnl/ also irrvpro- 
vi-sa-to-ry /,impr3 l vaiz3,tori, Brit ^mpra'vaizatri/ adj ■ 
an improvisational performance ■ improvisational theater 

- im-pro-vis-er also chiefly US invpro-vis-or 
/'imprs.vaiz noun, pi -ers also -ors [count] ■ jazz impro¬ 
visers 

im-pru*dent /im'pru:dpt/ adj [more ; most ~] formal : not 
wise or sensible : not prudent ■ She made some imprudent 
[-foolish, unwise] investments that she would later regret. ■ 
It’s politically imprudent to stir up such controversy during 
an election year. 

— im-pru-dence /im'pruidns/ noun [noncount] 9 financial 
imprudence — im-pru-dent*ly adv ■ She invested impru¬ 
dently. 


im-pu-dent /'impjsdsnt/ adj [more most ~]formal : fail¬ 
ing to show proper respect and courtesy : very rude ■ The 
boy was punished for his impudent behavior/attitude. ■ an 
impudent [=insolent, disrespectful] soldier 

— invpu-dence /'impjsdsns/ noun [noncount] 9 The boy 
was punished for his impudence. — im*pu-dent*ly adv 9 
He behaved impudently. 

im-pugn /im'pju:n/ verb -pugns; -pugned; -pugn-ing [+ 

obj] formal : to criticize (a person's character, intentions, 
etc.) by suggesting that someone is not honest and should 
not to be trusted ■ He impugned his rival's character. ■ Her 
motives have been scrutinized and impugned. 
im-pulse /'im.pAls/ noun, pi -puls-es [count] 

1 : a sudden strong desire to do something ■ He has to learn 
to control his impulses. 9 a natural/creative/sudden impulse ■ 
a generous impulse — often followed by to + verb 9 He had to 
resist the impulse [=urge ] to shout. 9 My first/initial impulse 
was to say no. To do something on (an) impulse or on a 
sudden impulse is to do it suddenly and without thinking 
about it first. ■ He bought a new camera on impulse. 9 She 
quit her job on a sudden impulse. An impulse buy/purchase 
is something that is bought on impulse and that usually is 
not really needed. ■ The camera was an impulse buy. Impulse 
buying is the act or practice of buying things on impulse. ■ 
Shopping with a credit card can lead to impulse buying. 

2 technical : a small amount of energy that moves from one 
area to another ■ an electrical impulse 9 a nerve impulse [=a 
wave of electrical energy that is carried through the nerves 
to the brain] 

im-pul-sive /im'pAlsiv/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : doing things or tending to do things suddenly and with¬ 
out careful thought : acting or tending to act on impulse ■ 
She’s impulsive and often does things that she later regrets. 

2 : done suddenly and without planning : resulting from a 
sudden impulse ■ He needs to learn to control his impulsive 
behavior. ■ She made an impulsive decision to quit her job. 

— im-pul-sive-ly adv ■ She impulsively decided to quit her 
job. ■ acting impulsively — im-pul*sive*ness noun [non¬ 
count] 9 Her impulsiveness gets her in trouble. ■ the impul¬ 
siveness of her decision 

im-pu-ni-ty /im'pjuinsti/ noun [noncount] : freedom from 
punishment, harm, or loss — usually used in the phrase with 
impunity 9 They broke the law with (complete/total) impuni¬ 
ty. [^without fear of punishment; very freely and openly] ■ 
The rioters set fires and looted with impunity. 
im-pure /im'pjuay adj [more most ~]: not pure: such as 
a : dirty, unclean ■ impure water b : mixed with some¬ 
thing else that is usually not as good ■ an impure chemical ■ 
selling impure drugs c : sexual in a way that is considered 
morally wrong ■ impure thoughts 
im«pu«ri*ty /im'pjursti/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : the quality or state of being impure ■ the im¬ 
purity of the water ■ moral impurity 

2 [count] : an unwanted substance that is found in some¬ 
thing else and that prevents it from being pure ■ The syrup is 
strained to remove impurities. 9 The water is free of impuri¬ 
ties. 

invpute /im'pju:t/ verb -putes; -put«ed; -put-ing [+ obj] 
formal : to say or suggest that someone or something has or 
is guilty of (something) ■ They’re trying to impute selfish mo¬ 
tives to my actions. [=they’re trying to say that my actions 
were motivated by selfishness] ■ He insists that he is not re¬ 
sponsible for all the crimes that have been imputed to him. 
[=the crimes that he has been blamed for] 

— im-pu-ta-tion /,impj3 , teiJ'3n/«0M«,/?/ -tions [noncount] 
the imputation of blame [count] I deny all your imputa¬ 
tions of blame. 

1 in /'in, sn/ prep 

1 — used to indicate location or position within something ■ 
We went for a swim in the lake. ■ They have a house in the 
country. ■ Albuquerque is in New Mexico. ■ There wasn’t a 
cloud in the sky. ■ I like to read in bed. [=while sitting or ly¬ 
ing on my bed] ■ He was wounded in the leg. ■ We had to 
stand in line for tickets. ■ Why don’t you look it up in the dic¬ 
tionary? ■ There’s something in my eye. [=between my eyelid 
and my eyeball] ■ There was fear in their eyes. [=1 could tell 
they were afraid when I looked at their eyes] ■ I held her in 
my arms. ■ He saw his reflection in the mirror. 

2 : to the inside of (a room, container, etc.) ■ She went in 
[-into] the house. ■ Don’t come in here with those muddy 
feet! ■ I threw it in [-into] the garbage. 

3 a — used to indicate that someone or something belongs 
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to or is included as part of something ■ She used to play in 
[=as a member of] a band. ■ There are 12 in a dozen. [=a doz¬ 
en is equal to 12] b — used to indicate the existence of 
something or someone within a story, movie, etc. • a charac¬ 
ter in a story ■ a scene in a movie * He saw it in a dream. 

4 a : during (a period of time, a season, etc.) "It happened in 
the 1930s. ■ She likes to travel in [ =during ] the summer. ■ Call 
us sometime in [ =during ] the moming/aftemoon/evening. ■ 
They plan to open in September. ■ We haven’t seen them in 
[-for] ages! ■ Back in those days, we didn’t have computers. ■ 
an important moment in history ■ Never in my life have I 
heard such a thing! ■ I lost track of them in [=during] all the 
commotion/confusion, b : at the end of (a period of time) • 
I’ll be there in a minute. ■ The movie is coming out in a few 
months. ■ He got his degree in only three years. C — used to 
indicate an approximate age or number ■ a woman in her 
thirties [=a woman who is between 30 and 39 years old] ■ Our 
members number in the thousands. [=more than 2,000] 

5 a — used to indicate the method, materials, or form of 
something • a note written in pencil [=using a pencil] ■ a note 
written in French ■ a symphony in (the key o0 C ■ The book 
is bound in leather. ■ They were covered in mud from head 
to toe. ■ She gave us 50 dollars in cash. ■ The measurements 
are listed in both inches and centimeters. ■ The shirts come 
in three sizes, b — used to indicate the color of something ■ 
I decorated the room in blues and grays. [=using different 
shades of blue and gray] 

6 a — used to indicate the state or condition of someone or 
something ■ We’ll be in trouble if we can’t get the brakes to 
work! [=we will experience a situation that is difficult, dan¬ 
gerous, etc.] ■ She was in and out of trouble for many years. ■ 
young people in love [=experiencing romantic love] ■ Are 
you in much pain? ■ I just stood there gaping in amazement. • 
They’re not in any danger, b : to a specified state, condi¬ 
tion, or form ■ They were always getting in [-into] trouble. ■ 
The vase broke in [=into] pieces. ■ They divided the money in 
[=into] thirds. 

7 — used to indicate how people or things are arranged ■ 
They stood in a circle. ■ The chairs were placed in a row. 

8 — used to indicate the conditions that are around some¬ 
one or something ■ I found her sitting in the dark. = I found 
her sitting in darkness. • Don’t just stand there in the rain! 

9 : while or as a result of (doing something) ■ In trying to 
please everyone, I ended up pleasing no one. ■ Many mis¬ 
takes were made in planning the project. 

10 — used to indicate the manner or purpose of something ■ 
“No way!” she said in reply. ■ The remark was made in jest. ■ 
They sure left in a hurry! ■ We held a banquet in his honor. 
[=to honor him] ■ They went in search of lost treasure. [=to 
search for lost treasure] ■ She moved to the city in hopes of 
finding a better job. [=with the hope that she would find a 
better job] ■ They increased the penalties in an attempt to 
discourage lawbreakers. 

11 — used to make a statement or description moie limited 
or specific in meaning ■ They are slow in their movements. 
[=their movements are slow] ■ The two are alike in some 
ways/respects. [=they have some similarities] • It measures 
two feet in length. [=it is two feet long] - The idea works in 
theory, but not in practice. • In a way, it makes sense. [=it 
makes sense if you consider a particular fact, idea, etc.] 

12 — used to indicate the person who is being described ■ 
We’ve lost a valuable employee in Mike. ■ In her, you have a 
true friend. 

13 — used to indicate the object of a belief, opinion, or feel¬ 
ing ■ Have a little faith in them! ■ Do you believe in ghosts? 
[=do you think ghosts are real?] ■ I really don’t know what 
she sees in him. [=1 don’t know why she likes/loves him] ■ I 
have no interest in sports. [=sports do not interest me] 

14 — used to indicate a job or area of activity ■ She has a job 
in marketing. • I hear he’s in advertising. [=he has a job that 
involves advertising] • She’s struggling in math. 

15 — used to indicate the existence of something as a part of 
someone’s character ■ He has no pity in him. ■ I tried to be 
tough with them, but I just didn't have it In me. [=1 wasn’t 
able to be tough with them] 

16 : wearing (something) as clothes ■ He showed up in his 
best suit. ■ the boy in the red jacket ■ a lady in black [=a lady 
wearing black clothes] 

17 — used to describe how common something is by com¬ 
paring a smaller number to a larger number • This condition 
affects one in five [=1 in 5; one out of every five] Americans. 

2 in /'in / adv 

: to or toward the inside of something (such as a building) ■ 


She went in and closed the door. ■ I lost my keys and now I 
can’t get in. ■ Please come ini • The burglars broke in through 
the kitchen window. ■ The pool is deep. Be careful not to fall 
in. • Is everyone in [-inside]? Then we can start. ■ The shot 
went in. [=into the goal] 

2 a : to or toward a place ■ They flew in yesterday. • The boss 
called us in for a conference. » The fog was closing in fast. ■ 
The tide is coming in. [=towards shore] ■ Get your orders in 
early! b : at the place where someone or something arrives 
after traveling ■ Is the train in yet? ■ We expect to get in 
around noon. [=we expect to arrive around noon] 

3 : at or inside a home, office, etc. • The doctor is in. [=the 
doctor is in his/her office and is available to see patients] ■ 
Are your parents in? [=are your parents at home?] 

4 : at or to a location that is near to something or that seems 
near to something • The coach told them to play closer in. 
[=nearer to the area where the most activity is happening or 
is expected to happen] ■ Pull the car further in. [=closer to 
the curb, house, etc.] 

5 a : in a way that will blend into or join with something ■ 
Gradually mix in the flour, b : to or at a proper or indicat¬ 
ed place ■ I can’t seem to fit this piece in. ■ Please fill in your 
name and address on the application, c : in a way that will 
agree or be in harmony • Do you think he’ll fit in with the 
other kids? 

6 : in a way that surrounds something or someone or pre¬ 
vents something or someone from leaving ■ They fenced in 
the property. = They fenced the property in. [=they put a 
fence around the property] • After the blizzard we were 
snowed in for a week. [=we could not leave our home be¬ 
cause of the snow] — sometimes used in combination ■ a 
house with a fenced-in yard 

7 : in the position of someone who is involved or participat¬ 
ing in something • Count me in. [=include me in your plans] ■ 
“Does anyone want to go to a movie tonight?” “Sure, I’m in." 
[=1 want to go] ■ She was in at the beginning/start, when the 
company began. 

8 : in or into a position or job ■ They voted him in [=they 
elected him] by an overwhelming margin. 

9 : in a friendly relationship with someone • She was in with 
the city’s most powerful people. [=she had friendly relation¬ 
ships with the city’s most powerful people]; also : in a speci¬ 
fied sort of relationship • He got in good/bad with the boss. 
[=he was liked/disliked by the boss] 

10 : present or in your possession and available for use ■ Are 
all the votes/results in? 

11 sports : inside the area where players or the ball must stay 
in sports like tennis, basketball, and American football: not 
out of bounds ■ Her seive was just barely in. 

all in informal : very tired ■ I’m all in. I’m going to bed. 
in for informal : sure to experience (something) ■ Boy, is she 
in for a surprise! — see also have it in for at have 
in for it see ‘for 

in on & If you are in on something you have knowledge 
about it or are involved in it. ■ They were all in on the 
scheme. ■ The characters are convinced that they’re on an¬ 
other planet, but the audience is in on the joke. [=the audi¬ 
ence knows they are not on another planet] ■ I let them in 
on our little secret. [=1 told them our secret] 
in that — used to introduce a statement that explains or 
gives more specific information about what you have just 
said • The book is good, in that it’s well written, but I didn’t 
actually like reading it. 

3 in /'in/ adj 

1 : popular or fashionable ■ the in thing to do ■ the in place 
to go ■ Tall boots are in [-in style ] this year. 

2 : aware of and strongly influenced by what is new and 
fashionable ■ It’s what the in crowd is wearing this season. 
— see also in-group, in-joke 

4 in /'m/ noun, pi ins [count] chiefly US, informal : a way of be¬ 
coming involved in something or of influencing someone ■ 
When you’re trying to get started in show business, it helps 
to have an in. • They must have an in with the boss. — see 
also INS AND OUTS 
in. abbr inch, inches — see also INS. 

IN abbr Indiana 

in- or ii- or im- or ir- prefix : not ■ inconclusive ■ inaccurate ■ 
//logical ■ immoral ■ impractical ■ irrational 
in-abil-i-ty /.ma'bilati/ noun : the condition of not being 
able to do something : lack of ability [singular] She has 
shown an inability to concentrate, [noncount] the inability 
of the government to cope with the problem 
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in ab'Sen*tia /iiiKl'b'scnjijrs/ adv, formal : without being 
present ■ They presented the award to him in absentia. [=they 
presented the award to him although he was not there to re¬ 
ceive it himself] ■ She was convicted of the crime in absentia. 
in-ac-ces-si-ble Ainik'sesabal/ adj [more most ~]: dif¬ 
ficult or impossible to reach, approach, or understand : not 
accessible ■ The area is inaccessible by road. ■ an inaccessible 
goal ■ His prose is inaccessible to many readers. 

— in*ac*ces*si*bil*i*ty /^nik^esa'bilati/ noun [noncount] ■ 
The town’s inaccessibility discourages tourism. — inac¬ 
cessibly adv 

in-ac-CU-ra-Cy /m'zekjarasi/ noun, pi -cies 

1 [ noncount ] : lack of correctness or exactness : lack of ac¬ 
curacy ■ I pointed out the inaccuracy of his statement. 

2 [count] : a statement that is not correct : an error or mis¬ 
take ■ The text is filled with inaccuracies. 

in-aC'CU-rate /m'aekjarat/ adj [more most ~] : not cor¬ 
rect or exact : having a mistake or error : not accurate ■ The 
book makes several inaccurate [-false, incorrect] claims. • an 
inaccurate quotation ■ Our research isn’t complete, so these 
figures are somewhat inaccurate, [-inexact, approximate] 

— in-ac-cu-rate-ly adv ■ She claims that the newspaper 
quoted her inaccurately. 

in*aC*tion /m'sekjan/ noun [noncount] : failure to do some¬ 
thing that should be done : lack of action or activity • The 
protesters criticized the administration's inaction on envi¬ 
ronmental issues. ■ We must consider the consequences of 
continued inaction. 

irvac-tive /m'sektiv/ adj [more most ~]: not active: such 
as a : not doing things that require physical movement and 
energy : not exercising ■ Inactive people suffer higher rates 
of heart disease, b : not involved in the activities of a group 
or organization ■ an inactive club member C : no longer be¬ 
ing used ■ an inactive mine : not currently being used ■ the 
bank’s inactive accounts d of a volcano : not capable of 
erupting e : not having a chemical effect ■ inactive ingredi¬ 
ents 

— in-ac-tive-ly adv • inactively traded stocks 
in-ac-tiv-i-ty /m^k'tivati/ noun [noncount] : the state of 

not acting or moving : lack of activity ■ His job involved long 
periods of (physical) inactivity. 

in-ad*e*quate /m'zedikwat/ adj [more most ~] : not 
enough or not good enough : not adequate ■ These supplies 
are inadequate to meet our needs. ■ We were given very/woe¬ 
fully/wholly inadequate information. ■ an inadequate leader ■ 
I felt inadequate to the task. ■ Her brother’s success and pop¬ 
ularity always made her feel inadequate. 

— in-ad-e-qua-cy /m'zedikwasi/ noun, pi -cies [noncount] 
feelings of inadequacy [count] I’m fully aware of my own 
inadequacies as a parent. — in*ad*e*quate*ly adv ■ He 
was inadequately prepared for adulthood. 

in*ad*miS«Si*ble Amad'misabal/ adj [more most ~] 
: not able to be allowed or considered in a legal case : not 
admissible ■ The evidence was inadmissible in court. 

— in-ad-mis-si-bil-i-ty /,m3d,mis3’bil3ti/ noun [noncount] 
in*ad*ver*tent ^mad'va’tant/ adj : not intended or planned 

: accidental • an inadvertent error/omission 

— in-ad-ver-tence Amad'vaOns/ noun [noncount] ■ mis¬ 
takes made by/through inadvertence — in-ad-ver-tent*ly 
adv ■ I inadvertently [^accidentally, mistakenly] dialed the 
wrong number. 

in*ad*vis*able ^mad'vaizabal/ adj [more most ~] : not 
wise, sensible, or reasonable : not advisable ■ The procedure 
is inadvisable because of the risks involved. ■ It would be 
highly/very inadvisable to attempt to do this ourselves. 

— in*ad*vis*abiM*ty /iinadiVaiza'bilati/ noun [noncount] 
in-alien-able ^m'eiljanabal/ adj, formal : impossible to 

take away or give up ■ inalienable rights 
in*amo*ra*ta /^nzema'ra.ta/ noun, pi -tas [count] literary 
: the woman that a man loves ■ a story about a powerful pol¬ 
itician and his inamorata 

inane /I'nem/ adj [more most ~] : very silly or stupid - I 
quickly tired of their inane comments/questions/chatter. ■ 
The film’s plot is inane and full of cliches. 

— inane-ly adv • an inanely simplistic idea ■ She just sat 
there grinning inanely at the TV. — inan-i-ty /I'nsenati/ 
noun [noncount] the inanity of their questions [count] the 
tiresome inanities [=inane comments or actions] of the po¬ 
litical world 

in-an-i-mate /m'senamat/ adj ' not living : not capable of 
life ■ Stones are inanimate. ■ an inanimate object — opposite 
‘animate 


in-ap-pli-ca-ble /m'seplikdbdl, iins'plikabal/ adj, formal 
: not able to be used in a particular situation : not applicable 
or relevant ■ The rules are inapplicable [= irrelevant ] in this in¬ 
stance. 

in-ap-pro-pri-ate Ama'prouprijat/ adj [more most ~] 
: not right or suited for some purpose or situation : not ap¬ 
propriate or suitable • We won’t tolerate such inappropriate 
behavior/conduct/language. ■ Her informal manner seemed 
wholly/entirely inappropriate to/for the occasion. ■ The mov¬ 
ie’s subject matter is inappropriate for small children (to see). 
= It’s inappropriate for small children to see the movie. = It’s 
inappropriate that small children should see the movie. 

— In-ap-pro-prl-ate-ly adv ■ They were dressed inappropri¬ 
ately for such a formal affair. — ln-ap-pro-pri-ate*ness 
noun [noncount] • We were shocked by the inappropriate¬ 
ness of his comments. 

in-apt /m'zept/ adj [more most ~] somewhat formal : not 
appropriate or suitable : not apt ■ an inapt [inappropriate] 
analogy/metaphor/comparison ■ His description of the expe¬ 
rience as “weird” isn’t altogether inapt. [=it is somewhat ac¬ 
curate] — compare inept 

— in-apt-ly adv > We had lunch at the inaptly named “Good 
Eats Diner.” — in-apt-ness noun [noncount] 

in-ar-gu-able /m'da-gjawabal/ adj, chiefly US, somewhat 
formal : certain or clearly true : not open to argument, 
doubt, or question ■ It’s an inarguable [indisputable, unques¬ 
tionable] fact. 

— in-ar-gu-ably /m'da-gjawabli/ adv ■ She is inarguably 
[= unquestionably, indisputably] the world’s foremost ex¬ 
pert on the subject. 

in-ar-tic-U-late /n^d^'tikjalat/ adj [more most ~] 

1 a : not able to express ideas clearly and effectively in 
speech or writing : not articulate ■ He’s smart, but somewhat 
inarticulate. ■ an inarticulate drunk b : not able to speak ■ I 
was almost inarticulate with rage. 

2 a : not expressed clearly or easily understood ■ an inarticu¬ 
late explanation ■ an inarticulate reply b : not understand¬ 
able as spoken words ■ an inarticulate cry ■ inarticulate mur¬ 
murs C : not able to be expressed ■ inarticulate longings 

— in-ar-tic-u-late-ly adv ■ Her only response was to mum¬ 
ble inarticulately. — in>ar-tlc-u-late-ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

in-aS-ITlUCh as Amsz'mAtfaz/ coni, formal — used to intro¬ 
duce a statement that explains, limits, or gives more specific 
information about what you have just said ■ They were lucky 
inasmuch as no one was hurt in the fire. • They abide by the 
rules only inasmuch as [insofar as] it suits them, 
in-at-ten-tion ^ma'tenjan/ noun [noncount] : failure to 
carefully think about, listen to, or watch someone or some¬ 
thing : lack of attention ■ Many traffic accidents are the re¬ 
sult of driver inattention. ■ They lost several potential clients 
through their inattention to detail. 

— in-at-ten-tive /,m3'tentiv/ adj [more most ~] ■ inatten¬ 
tive drivers ■ inattentive behavior — in-at-ten-tive-ly adv ■ 
I was listening inattentively and missed what she said. — ifl- 
at«ten-tive-ness noun [noncount] ■ mistakes due to inat¬ 
tentiveness [inattention] 

in-au-di-ble /m'didabal/ adj : impossible to hear : not audi¬ 
ble ■ She spoke so quietly that she was almost inaudible. ■ 
The sound is inaudible to humans but can be heard by dogs. 

— in*au-di-bil*i-ty /in.aTda’bilati/ noun [noncount] — in-au- 
di-bly /m'cr.dabli/ adv ■ He whispered inaudibty to the per¬ 
son beside him. 

in-au-gu-ral /m'digjaral/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : happening as part of an official ceremony or celebration 
when someone (such as a newly elected official) begins an 
important job : happening as part of an inauguration ■ the 
President’s inaugural address ■ They attended the inaugural 
ball. 

2 : happening as the first one in a series of similar events • 
The new train will make its inaugural [=first] run next week. 

— inaugural noun, pi -rals [count] chiefly US ■ President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s first inaugural [inauguration] 

in-au-gu-rate /m'argja.reit/ verb -rates; -rat-ed; -rat-ing 

[+ obj] 

1 : to introduce (someone, such as a newly elected official) 
into a job or position with a formal ceremony ■ He was inau¬ 
gurated (as President) on the 20th of January. 

2 : to celebrate the fact that something (such as a new hospi¬ 
tal or school) is officially ready to be used ■ They inaugurated 
the new headquarters with a brief ceremony. 

3 a : to be the beginning of (something, such as a period of 
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time) ■ This event inaugurated [= introduced] a new era in our 
history, b : to begin to use or have (something) for the first 
time ■ The airline will inaugurate [= introduce ] five new routes 
this summer. 

— in-au-gu-ra-tion /u^a-.gja'reijan/ noun, pi -tfons 
[count] presidential inaugurations ■ We attended the inau¬ 
guration of the new museum. [=the event celebrating the 
fact that the new museum is officially ready to be used] 
[noncount] a discovery that led to (the) inauguration of a 
new era in our history 

in-aUS-pi-CiOUS Armai'spijas/ adj [more most ~]formal 
: not showing or suggesting that future success is likely : not 
auspicious ■ The team got off to an inauspicious [-unpromis¬ 
ing] start/beginning with a series of early losses. • Despite its 
inauspicious beginnings, the company eventually became 
very profitable. 

— in-aus-pi-cious-ly adv ■ His movie career started inaus- 
piciously with several box-office flops. 

in-aU'then-tic Aimcu'Gentik/ adj [more most ~~] : not 
real, accurate, or sincere : not authentic ■ Their Mexican 
dishes are tasty but somewhat inauthentic. [=they are not 
quite like real Mexican food] 

— in-au-then-tic-ity ^ima^Gen'tisati/ noun [noncount] 
in-be«tween /,mbi'twi:n/ noun, pi -tweens [count] : a 

state or position that is in the middle between two other 
things : a middle position ■ The switch is either on or off; 
there’s no in-between. 

— in-between adj ■ available in small, large, and in-between 
sizes 

in-board /'m,bo&d/ adj, technical : located inside and to¬ 
wards the center of a boat, car, or airplane ■ an inboard en¬ 
gine/motor — compare outboard 

— inboard adv ■ The wheels are inboard of the engines, 
in-born /'m'boa'n/ adj ' existing from the time someone is 

bom : natural or instinctive ■ Humans have the inborn [=in- 
nate] ability to adapt. ■ She has an inborn talent for music. • 
That kind of knowledge is acquired, not inborn. 
in-bound /'m,baund/ adj : traveling into a place : inward 
bound ■ inbound flights [=flights coming to an airport] ■ The 
bridge is closed to inbound traffic. (=traffic coming into a 
city or town] — opposite outbound 
in-bounds pass /■m'baundz-/ noun.pl ~ passes [count] 
basketball : a pass to start play from a player who is standing 
out of bounds to a player who is on the court 
in—box /'m,ba:ks/ noun, pi -box-es [count] 

1 US'. a box or other container on a desk in which letters, 
notes, etc., that are sent to the desk are placed — called also 
(Brit) in tray ; see picture at office; compare out-box 

2 computers : a computer folder that holds new e-mail mes¬ 
sages ■ There are five new messages in your in-box. 

in-bred /■m'bred /adj 

1 : existing as a basic part of a person's nature or character ■ 
They have an inbred love of freedom. 

2 : bom from or produced by animals, plants, or people that 
are closely related : produced by inbreeding ■ inbred mice 

in-breed-ing An'bri-.dii)/ noun [noncount] : a process by 
which animals, plants, or people are bom from or produced 
by closely related parents ■ genetic defects caused by in- 
breeding 

in-built /'m'bilt/ adj, Brit: built-in ■ It comes with several 
inbuilt features. • She has an inbuilt resistance to change. 
Inc. abbr incorporated ■ Merriam- Webster Inc. 
in-cal-cu-la-ble /m'kselkjalabal/ adj, formal '. not able to 
be calculated: such as a : very large or great ■ The extent of 
the damage is incalculable. • The collection is of incalculable 
value to historians, b : not able to be predicted ■ The future 
consequences of their decision are incalculable. 

— in-cal-cu-la-bil-i-ty /rmkselkjala'bilati/ noun [noncount] 
— in-cal-cu-la-bly /m'kaelkjalabli/ adv ■ an incalculably 
large amount of damage 

in-can-des-cent /.mkan'despt/ adj 

1 a : white or glowing because of great heat ■ incandescent 
gas b : producing bright light when heated ■ an incandes¬ 
cent light bulb [=a light bulb whose light is produced by the 
glow of a wire heated by an electric current] 

2 a : very impressive, successful, or intelligent ■ a play full of 
incandescent [=brilliant] performances b : happy and lively 
■ children with incandescent [=bright] smiles 

3 Brit : feeling or showing great anger • She was incandes¬ 
cent with rage. [=she was very angry] 

— in-can-deS'Cence ^mkan'desns/ noun [noncount] 
in-can-ta-tion /^.ksen'tei/an/ noun, pi -tions : a series of 


words used to make something magic happen [count] ritual 
prayers and incantations [noncount] trying to produce a 
miracle by incantation 

in-ca-pa-ble /m'keipabal/ adj [more most ~] : not able 
to do something : not capable ■ an incapable assistant — 
usually + of m He seemed incapable of understanding the seri¬ 
ousness of the situation. ■ Some birds are physically incapa¬ 
ble of flight. ■ She’s completely incapable of telling a lie. 

— in-ca-pa-bil-i-ty /rmkeipa'bilati/ noun [noncount] 
in-ca-pac-i-tate /iinka'psesarfeit/ verb -tates; -tat-ed; 

-tat-ing [+ obj] : to make (someone or something) unable to 
work, move, or function in the usual way : disable ■ The 
class teaches you how to incapacitate an attacker. ■ The 
stroke left her completely incapacitated. • He was incapaci¬ 
tated by the pain. ■ a computer system incapacitated by soft¬ 
ware problems 

— incapacitating adj ■ an incapacitating illness/injury — in- 
ca-pac-i-ta-tion Amka^sesa'teijan/ noun [noncount] • 
physical/mental incapacitation 

in-ca-pac-i-ty /,mka'p2es3ti/ noun, pi -ties formal : a lack 
or loss of the ability to do something in the usual or desired 
way [noncount] Who will run the company in the event of 
your death or incapacity ? [=if you die or become unable to 
run it] [count] I’m aware of my weaknesses and incapacities. 

■ They have a complete incapacity for dealing with numbers. 
[=they are not able to deal with numbers] 

in-car-cer-ate /m'kaasaireit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing 
[+ obj] formal : to put (someone) in prison : imprison — 
usually used as (be) incarcerated ■ They were both incarcerat¬ 
ed for armed robbery. 

— in-car-cer-a-tion /m,kaa i sa , reij3n/ noun [noncount] ■ 
They were each sentenced to six months' incarceration, 
[-imprisonment] 

1 in-Car-nate /m'ka^ngt/ adj, formal : having a human body 

■ an incarnate deity ■ He treats her as though she’s the devil 
incarnate. [=a human devil; a very evil person] ■ goodness/ 
evil incarnate 

2 in-car-nate /m'kafr.neit/ verb -nates; -nat-ed; -nat-ing 

[+ obj] formal : to represent (something, such as an idea or 
quality) in a clear and obvious way : embody ■ He incar¬ 
nates the nation’s political ideals. = The nation’s political ide¬ 
als are incarnated in him. 
in-car-na-tion Ainkaa-'neijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : one of a series of lives that a person is believed to 
have had in the past in some religions ■ He claims that he was 
a Greek soldier in a previous incarnation. [=in a previous life; 
when he lived in the past as a different person] — often used 
figuratively ■ In an earlier incarnation [=an earlier phase of 
her life] she was a rock musician. ■ The TV and movie incar¬ 
nations [-versions] of the story differ significantly. ■ The soft¬ 
ware’s latest incarnation [=version] includes many new fea¬ 
tures. — compare reincarnation 

2 [count] : a person who represents a quality or idea ■ She is 
the incarnation [= embodiment] of goodness. [=she is a very 
good person] 

3 the Incarnation in the Christian religion : the belief in 
Jesus Christ as both God and a human being ■ the doctrine of 
the Incarnation 

in-cau-tious /m'kaijas/ adj [more most —] formal : not 
careful about avoiding danger or risk : not cautious : care¬ 
less ■ He offended several people with his incautious re¬ 
marks. ■ Their incautious behavior is going to get them into 
trouble someday. 

— in-cau-tious-ly adv ■ an incautiously worded statement 
in-cen-di-ary /m'sendheri, Brit m'sendiari/ adj 

1 : containing chemicals that explode into flame : producing 
a fire ■ The fire was started by an incendiary bomb/device. 

2 [more most ~] : causing anger ■ They use incendiary 
[= inflammatory ] rhetoric to get public attention. ■ incendiary 
words/language 

1 in-cense Amsens/ noun [noncount] : a substance that is 
used often in religious ceremonies to produce a strong and 
pleasant smell when it is burned 
2 in-cense /m'scns/ verb -cens-es; -censed; -cens-ing [+ 
obj] : to make (someone) very angry ■ Her arrogance so in¬ 
censed them that they refused to speak to her. ■ She incensed 
them with/by her arrogance. ■ We were incensed (to find) 
that such behavior was tolerated, 
itl-cen-tive /m'sentiv/ noun, pi -fives : something that en¬ 
courages a person to do something or to work harder 
[count] Our salespeople are given financial incentives for 
reaching their quotas. [=if they reach their quotas they are 
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paid more money] ■ The rising cost of electricity provides a 
strong/powerful incentive to conserve energy. ■ The govern¬ 
ment offers special tax incentives for entrepreneurs. • The 
company is offering a special low price as an added incentive 
for new customers, [noncount] employees who lack incen¬ 
tive — opposite DISINCENTIVE 

in*cep*tion /m'sepjbn/ noun, formal : the time at which 
something begins : beginning, start [singular] The 
project has been shrouded in controversy from/since its in¬ 
ception. ■ Since its inception , the business has expanded to be¬ 
come a national retail chain. \ noncount ] We’ll assist you at 
every stage from inception to completion. 

in-ces-sant /m'sesnt/ adj : continuing without stopping 
: not stopping — used to describe something that is unpleas¬ 
ant or annoying ■ The neighbors were bothered by the dog’s 
incessant barking. ■ Their incessant talking often distracts the 
other students. 

— in-ces-sant-ly adv ■ She pestered us incessantly. 

in-cest / , m,sest/ noun [noncount] : sexual intercourse be¬ 
tween people who are very closely related ■ commit incest ■ 
the crime of incest 

in-ceS"tU*OUS /m'scstfawas/ adj [more most ~] : involv¬ 
ing sexual intercourse between closely related people : in¬ 
volving incest ■ There were rumors that the father and 
daughter had had an incestuous relationship. — often used 
figuratively ■ lobbyists who have an incestuous relationship 
[=an excessively close relationship] with politicians 

- in-ces-tu.ous-ly adv 

1 inch /'mtf/ noun, pi inch«es [count] 

1 : a unit of measurement equal to yard or V \2 of a foot 
(2.54 centimeters) ■ It measures six inches from top to bot¬ 
tom. • an insect that is an inch long = an mc/i-long insect ■ I’m 
five feet, two inches tall. = I’m five foot two [inches). 

2 : a small amount, distance, or degree ■ The bullet missed 
my head by Inches. [=the bullet came very close to hitting 
my head] ■ I begged him to reconsider, but he wouldn’t give! 
budge an inch. [=he wouldn’t make even a slight change in 
his opinion or attitude] ■ I tried to improve the system, but 
she opposed me every inch of the way. [=she opposed every¬ 
thing that I tried to do] ■ We searched every inch of the 
house. [=we searched the house completely] The expres¬ 
sion (if you) give them an Inch, (and) they’ll take a mile 
means that if you allow people to have a small amount of 
something that they want, they will take much more of it. ■ 
The school is considering allowing older students to leave 
the campus for lunch on Fridays, but I’m concerned that if 
we give them an inch, they’ll take a mile. [=students will leave 
campus more often] 

every inch : to the highest degree ■ He's every inch a winner. 
[=he's a winner in every way] 

inch by inch : by moving very slowly • We made our way 
inch by inch through the darkened corridor. 
within an inch of : almost to the point of (something) ■ She 
came within an inch of death/dying. [=she came very close 
to dying] ■ They beat him (to) within an inch of his life. 
[=they beat him so badly that he nearly died] 

2 inch verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition inch¬ 
es; inched; inch-ing : to move very slowly or by a small 
amount in a specified direction or manner [no obj] We 
inched along in heavy traffic. • As she neared the finish line, 
she inched ahead of the other racers. ■ Gas prices are inching 
up again. [+ obj] I inched the car into the garage. 

in-cho-ate /m'kowat/ adi [more most ~] formal : not 
completely formed or developed yet : VAGUE ■ inchoate 
yearnings ■ inchoate ideas 

in*ci*dence /'msadans/ noun, pi -denc-es [count] 

1 : the number of times something happens or develops : the 
rate at which something occurs ■ The drug has been linked 
with a higher incidence of certain cancers. [=the drug seems 
to cause certain cancers; people who take the drug seem to 
be more likely to get certain cancers] • an increased inci¬ 
dence of diabetes ■ a high/low incidence of criminal behavior 
• a disease with an incidence of one in 100,000 [=a disease 
that affects one person out of every 100,000] 

2 technical : the angle at which a ray (such as a ray of light) 
hits a surface ■ the angle of incidence 

in»ci«dent /'msadant/ noun, pi -dents 
1 : an unexpected and usually unpleasant thing that happens 
[count] We just want to put that embarrassing incident be¬ 
hind us. • Two people were shot yesterday in two separate in¬ 
cidents. ■ Aside from a few isolated incidents, the crowd was 
well-behaved. ■ a shooting incident ■ Many such incidents go 


unreported, [noncount] The suspects were arrested without 
incident. [=without any unexpected trouble] 

2 [count] : an event or disagreement that is likely to cause se¬ 
rious problems in relations between countries • a border inci¬ 
dent ■ The bombing caused/provoked an international inci¬ 
dent. 

1 in*ci*den*tal Amsa'dentl/ adi [more most ~]: happening 
as a minor part or result of something else • You may incur 
some incidental expenses on the trip. ■ an incidental part of 
the job ■ an incidental observation • He writes incidental mu¬ 
sic for plays. — often + to • This chapter is incidental to the 
plot. 

incidental noun, pi -tals [count] : something that happens 
as a minor part or result of something else : something that 
is incidental — usually plural ■ We received a bill for tuition 
plus incidentals, [incidental expenses] ■ You should bring 
enough money to cover incidentals like cab fare and tips. 
in-ci'den*taMy ^msa'dentli/ adv 

1 : as something that is less interesting or important • The re¬ 
port discusses the problem only incidentally. [=in passing] • 
Not incidentally, the market slump was followed by wide¬ 
spread layoffs. 

2 — used to introduce a statement that provides added in¬ 
formation or that mentions another subject ■ I recently met 
his wife who, incidentally [=by the way], is a well-known au¬ 
thor. ■ This product is the best—and, incidentally [=by the 
way], the most expensive—of its kind. ■ Incidentally [=by the 
way], I saw Susan yesterday and she asked about you. 

in*cin*er*ate /m'sma^eit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing [+ 
obj] : to burn (something) completely ■ The waste is inciner¬ 
ated in a large furnace. 

— in-cin-er-a-tion /mjsma'reijan/ noun [noncount] • the in¬ 
cineration of hazardous materials 

in*cin*er*a-tor /m'sH^reda 1 / noun, pi -tors [count ]: a ma¬ 
chine or container that is used for burning garbage, waste, 
etc. 

in*cip-i-ent /nVsipijant/ acjj, always used before a noun, for¬ 
mal : beginning to develop or exist ■ The project is still in its 
incipient stages. ■ an incipient romance [=a romance that is 
just beginning] 

in-cise /m'saiz/ verb -cis-es; -cised; -cis-ing [+ obj] for¬ 
mal : to cut or carve (letters, patterns, etc.) into a surface ■ 
The design is incised into the clay.; also : to mark (a surface) 
by cutting or carving ■ The clay is incised to create a design. 

— incised adj ■ an incised pattern • incised tablets 
in-ci-sion /m'si33n/ noun, pi -sions [count] : a cut made in 

something; especially, medical : a cut made into the body 
during surgery • a small abdominal incision 
in-ci«sive /m'saisiv/ adj [more most ~] : very clear and 
direct ■ an incisive analysis/commentary/observation : able 
to explain difficult ideas clearly and confidently ■ She’s 
known for her incisive mind and quick wit. 

— in*ci-sive-ly adv ■ an incisively funny film ■ He has writ¬ 
ten incisively about the problem. — in«ci*sive*ness noun 
[noncount] • the incisiveness of her analysis 

in-ci-sor /nVsaiza 1 / noun, pi -sors [count] : a tooth that has 
a sharp edge for biting : one of the four front teeth of the up¬ 
per or lower jaw 

in-cite /m'sait/ verb -cites; -cit-ed; -cit-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to cause (someone) to act in an angry, harmful, or violent 
way ■ The victim had done nothing to incite [=provoke] the 
attackers. — often + to ■ They were clearly trying to incite 
the crowd to violence. — often followed by to + verb ■ He in¬ 
cited the students to riot. 

2 : to cause (an angry, harmful, or violent action or feeling) ■ 
They were arrested and charged with inciting [=provo/dng] a 
riot. ■ The news incited widespread fear and paranoia. 

— in-cite-ment /m'saitmant/ noun, pi -ments [count] His 
words were an incitement to riot, [noncount] They were 
charged with incitement to violence. 

in-ci-vil-i«ty /,ms3'vil3ti/ noun, pi -ties formal 

1 [noncount] : a rude or impolite attitude or behavior : lack 
of civility ■ Never before have I been treated with such inci¬ 
vility ! [=rudeness] 

2 [count] : a rude or impolite act • We chose to ignore their 
little insults and incivilities. 

incl. abbr include; included; including; inclusive 
in*clem*ent /m'klemant, 'inklamant/ adj [more —; most —] 
formal : having rain and storms : stormy ■ The game was 
postponed due to inclement weather. — compare clement 
in*cli«na*tion Amkla'nei/an/ noun, pi -tions 
1 : a feeling of wanting to do something : a tendency to do 
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something [noncount] She shows no/little inclination to give 
in to their demands. ■ He's a loner by Inclination, [count] My 
first/initial/natural inclination was to say no, but I finally de¬ 
cided to do what she asked. ■ We can either go now or plan to 
go later. What’s your inclination ? [=what are you inclined to 
do?; what do you want to do?] ■ I have neither the time nor 
the inclination to learn about such matters. ■ a person with 
artistic inclinations [=a person who wants to do artistic 
things] ■ Her natural inclination [-tendency] is to do what 
other people are doing. • The door has an inclination to stick. 
[=the door often sticks; the door tends to stick] ■ He has an 
inclination to brag. = He has an inclination towards bragging. 
-opposite DISINCLINATION 

2 [count]: a slanting surface : slope ■ a steep inclination 

3 [count] : the act of bending your head or body forward 
: the act of inclining your head or body ■ He acknowledged 
us with a slight inclination [=(more commonly) nod] of his 
head. 

1 ifl*cline /m’klain/ verb -dines; -dined; -clin-ing 

1 : to bend forward or to cause (something) to bend forward 
[no obj] Her head inclined forward. [+ obj] He inclined 
[=(more commonly) nodded] his head slightly. ■ She listened 
with her eyes closed and her head inclined. 

2 [no obj] : to lean or slope • The road inclines at an angle of 
about 12 degrees. 

3 [+ obj] formal : to cause (someone) to want to do some¬ 
thing or to be likely to do something * His love of books in¬ 
clined him toward a literary career. 

4 formal : to think or to cause (someone) to think that some¬ 
thing is probably true or correct — followed by to + verb [no 
obj] I incline to agree with you. [=(more commonly) I am in¬ 
clined to agree with you] [+ obj] The evidence inclines me to 
think that she isn’t guilty. [=makes me think that she proba¬ 
bly isn’t guilty] — see also inclined 

2 in«dine /'m,klain/ noun, pi -dines [count] : a slanting sur¬ 
face : slope ■ We drove up a steep incline to the summit. ■ 
You can adjust the incline of the ramp. ■ a slight incline 
in»Clined /m'klaind/ acjj [more —; most ~] 

1 not used before a noun : wanting to do something or likely 
to do something ■ people who are inclined toward volunteer¬ 
ing ■ Feel free to leave early if you’re so inclined. [=if you 
want to] — usually followed by to + verb • I’m inclined to 
leave early [=1 would like to leave early], if that’s OK with 
you. ■ She didn’t seem inclined [= disposed] to help us. ■ He’s 
inclined to brag about his accomplishments. [=he often brags 
about his accomplishments] ■ The door is inclined to stick. 
[=the door often sticks] 

2 — used with verbs like agree, think, believe, suppose, etc., 
to express a thought or opinion that is not strong or certain ■ 
I’m inclined to agree with you. [=1 think you are probably 
correct] ■ We’re inclined to think she was mistaken. [=we 
think she was probably mistaken] — see also 1 incline 4 

3 : having an interest in or a talent for something ■ a special 
school for children who are Inclined toward the arts — usu¬ 
ally used after an adverb (such as artistically, mechanically, 
or musically) • She’s always been artistically inclined. [=she 
has always had a talent for art] 

4 : having a slope ■ an inclined surface 

in»clude /m'kluid/ verb -dudes; -dud-ed; -dud-ing [+ 
obj] 

1 not used in progressive tenses : to have (someone or some¬ 
thing) as part of a group or total : to contain (someone or 
something) in a group or as a part of something ■ The speak¬ 
ers will include several experts on the subject. ■ The price of 
dinner includes dessert. ■ Admission to the museum is includ¬ 
ed in the tour package. — opposite exclude 

2 : to make (someone or something) a part of something ■ 
The results came in too late for us to include them in the 
study. ■ He says he doesn’t want to be included in the project. 
[=he doesn’t want to participate in the project] — opposite 

EXCLUDE 

— in-clu-sion /rn'klu^an/ noun, pi -sions [noncount] I 
was surprised by the inclusion of his name in the credits. ■ 
the inclusion of parents at the school board meeting 
[count] The collection has some surprising inclusions. [=it 
includes some surprising things] 
included adj, not used before a noun — used to say that 
someone or something is part of a group or total ■ Everyone, 
myself/me included [=everyone, including me], liked the 
book better than the movie. ■ We should invite everyone, 
George included. • The price is $122, tax included, [includ¬ 
ing tax] 


in-clud-ing /m'kluidif)/ prep : having (someone or some¬ 
thing) as part of a group or total ■ Everyone, including me, 
liked the book better than the movie. ■ All his doctors, in¬ 
cluding the chief surgeon, agree on the diagnosis. ■ It costs 
$7.99, not including sales tax. — opposite excluding 
in-clu-sive /m'kluisiv/ adj 

1 : covering or including everything ■ an inclusive fee/tour ■ 
an inclusive insurance policy — opposite exclusive; see 
also ALL-INCLUSIVE 

2 [more —; most ~] : open to everyone : not limited to cer¬ 
tain people ■ an inclusive club ■ an inclusive political move¬ 
ment — opposite EXCLUSIVE 

3 not used before a noun : including the stated limits and ev¬ 
erything in between ■ a program for children seven to ten 
years of age inclusive [=children seven, eight, nine, and ten 
years of age] ■ Our assignment is to read pages 10 to 20 inclu¬ 
sive. [=pages 10 to/through 20] 

inclusive of formal : including (something) ■ The price is in¬ 
clusive of tax. [=the price includes tax] 

— in-clu-slve-ly adv - in*clu-sive-ness noun [noncount] 
— in-clu-siv-i-ty /m,klu:'sivati/ noun [noncount] formal 

in*COg*ni*tO / l m|ka:g l ni:tou/ adv : with your true identity 
kept secret (as by using a different name or a disguise) ■ He 
travels incognito. 

— incognito adj ■ He remained incognito while living there. 
■ The food critic made an incognito visit to the restaurant. 

in-CO'her-ent /,inkou'hir3nt/ adj [more most ~] : not 
coherent; such as a : not able to talk or express yourself in 
a clear way that can be easily understood ■ The fever made 
her incoherent. ■ He was very upset and practically incoher¬ 
ent after the accident. ■ an incoherent patient b : not logical 
or well-organized : not easy to understand • an incoherent 
story [=a story that does not make sense] ■ The memo is com¬ 
pletely incoherent. 

— in-co-her-ence /.inkou'hirans/ noun [noncount] • The 
patient experiences periods of incoherence. ■ They criti¬ 
cized him for the incoherence of his writing. — in»co»her- 
ent-ly adv ■ She responded incoherently. 

in»COme /‘m.kAm/ noun, pi -comes : money that is earned 
from work, investments, business, etc. [noncount] Any in¬ 
come from investments must be reported. ■ taxable income • 
Farming is his main source of income, [count] Even on two 
incomes, we’re having a hard time keeping up with our bills. 
• He earns a good income as a consultant. ■ What was the 
company’s annual income ? ■ families with low/high incomes 
■ a two -income family [=a family in which both adults have 
jobs that provide income] ■ low-income housing [=housing 
for people who have low incomes] 

in*COm*er /'m^Anra/ noun, pi -ers [count] Brit : a person 
who comes to a place to live 

income tax noun, pi ~ taxes : a tax paid on the money 
that a person or business receives as income [noncount] 
Federal income tax will be deducted from your pay. [count] 
The new law will lower income taxes for most taxpayers. 

in-com-ing /*m,kAmir)/ adj, always used before a noun 
: coming in: such as a : arriving at or coming to a place ■ 
All incoming phone calls are monitored for quality control. • 
incoming mail/messages * Incoming [= arriving ] flights were 
delayed by the storm. • the incoming tide b : taking a place 
or position that is being left by another person or group ■ the 
incoming president ■ the incoming [=new] freshman class 

— opposite outgoing 

in-convmu-ni-ca-do Amka^juma'kaidou/ adj, not used 
before a noun, formal: not able to communicate with other 
people : in a situation or state that does not allow communi¬ 
cation with other people ■ The prisoner was held/kept in¬ 
communicado for six weeks. ■ She remained incommunicado 
while working on her book. 

in*COm*pa*ra-ble /m'kaimparabal/ adj : better than any 
other : having no equal ■ The quality of their products is in¬ 
comparable. ■ an incomparable musician ■ an incomparable 
view of the valley 

— in*com*pa*ra*bly /m'kcr.mparabli/ adv * an incompara¬ 
bly beautiful view 

in-com-pat-i-ble Amkam'paetabal/ adj [more —; most ~] 
: not compatible: such as a : not able to exist together 
without trouble or conflict : not going together well ■ incom¬ 
patible people [=people who do not get along well with each 
other] ■ Their personalities were incompatible. • incompatible 
colors ■ a policy that is incompatible with my beliefs [=that 
does not agree with my beliefs] b : not able to be used to¬ 
gether ■ incompatible computer systems ■ incompatible drugs 
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■ This printer is incompatible with some PCs. 

— in-com-pat-i-bil-i-ty Ainksnijpaets'bilsti/ noun, pi -ties 
[inoncount] She sued for divorce on the grounds of incom¬ 
patibility. • software incompatibility • incompatibility be¬ 
tween drugs [count] Certain incompatibilities can prevent 
the program from running correctly. 

in*COm*pe*tence /m'kcrmpstsns/ noun [noncount] : lack 
of the ability to do something well : the quality or state of 
not being competent ■ mental incompetence ■ Because of his 
incompetence , we won’t make our deadline. ■ She was fired 
for gross incompetence. — opposite competence 
in*COni*pe*ten*cy /m'kcrmpstsnsi/ noun [noncount] : in¬ 
competence 

1 in«COm*pe*tent /m'ka:mp3t3nt/ adj [more most ~]: not 
competent: such as a : lacking necessary ability or skills ■ 
an incompetent worker/doctor • He is too incompetent to be 
trusted with such an important responsibility. ■ The patient 
is mentally incompetent, b law : not able to take part in a 
trial ■ The defendant was declared incompetent to stand trial. 

■ an incompetent witness 

— in-com*pe-tent*ly adv ■ The investigation was handled 
incompetently. 

incompetent noun, pi -tents [count] : a person who is not 
able to do something well : an incompetent person - That de¬ 
partment is full of incompetents. 
in*COm*plete /jinksm'plkt/ adj 

1 [more most ~] : lacking some part : not finished : not 
complete ■ an incomplete set of encyclopedias ■ The sentence 
is incomplete. ■ She handed in an incomplete assignment. 

2 American football, of a forward pass : not caught by the 
player the ball was thrown to ■ an incomplete pass 

— in-com-pletedy adv ■ incompletely digested fo#d ■ an in¬ 
completely understood disease — in-com-plete*ness 
noun [noncount] 

ifl*COm*pre*hen*Si*ble /n^kaimpn'henssbsl/ adj [more 
most ~]: impossible to understand : not comprehensible 

■ I found his behavior utterly incomprehensible. ■ It’s incom¬ 
prehensible to me that he could have acted that way. ■ an in¬ 
comprehensible theory/decision 

— in-com*pre-hen-si-biM*ty /m l ka:mpn 1 hens3 , bil3ti/ 
noun [noncount] — in-com«pre-hen-si*bly /in^kaimpn- 
'henssbli/ adv 

in»COm»pre»hen«Sion /n^kaimpn'hcn/sn/ noun [non¬ 
count] : lack of understanding ■ She gave me a look of com¬ 
plete/utter incomprehension. ■ He viewed the situation with 
incomprehension. 

in-con-ceiv-able Amksn'skvsbsl/ adj : impossible to 
imagine or believe : not conceivable ■ It’s inconceivable (to 
me) that anyone could have survived such a violent crash. ■ 
The fire caused an inconceivable amount of damage. ■ After 
coming this far, to quit now would be inconceivable. 

— in-con-ceiv*ably Ainksn'siivsbli/ adv ■ The fire caused 
an inconceivably large amount of damage. 

in*COn*ClU*Sive /,ink3n'klu:siv/ adj [more most ~]: not 
showing that something is certainly true : not conclusive ■ 
The results of the test were/proved inconclusive. ■ inconclu¬ 
sive evidence ■ an inconclusive argument ■ The first two 
rounds of the boxing match were inconclusive. 

— in-con-clu-sive-ly adv » The first round ended inconclu¬ 
sively, with no clear winner. 

in-COn-gru*OUS /m'ka.ijip-swss/ adj [more most ~] 
: strange because of not agreeing with what is usual or ex¬ 
pected -His outburst seemed incongruous to those who 
know him well. ■ The style of the porch is incongruous with 
[=does not match] the style of the house overall. ■ The mod¬ 
em sculpture seems incongruous [=out of place] among all 
the antiques. 

— in-con-gru-i-ty /.mksn'gruiwsti/ noun, pi -ties [count, 
noncount] - in-con-gru-ous-ly adv 

in-COn*Se*quen-tial /niikainss'kwEnJsl/ adj [more ~; 
most ~] formal : not important ■ inconsequential evidence/ 
differences ■ His opinion is inconsequential. 
in-COn-sid*er«able Ainksn'sidarabsl/ adj, formal : not 
large enough in size or amount to be considered important 

— used in negative statements ■ a woman of not Inconsider¬ 
able wealth [=a wealthy woman] ■ It was a not inconsiderable 
accomplishment. [=it was not a trivial accomplishment; it 
was an important or impressive accomplishment] ■ He 
played no inconsiderable role [=his role was important] in 
resolving the crisis. 

in*COn*Sid*er*ate Amksn^idsret/ adj [more most ~] 
: not thinking about the rights and feelings of other people 


: not considerate ■ an inconsiderate [=thoughtless] remark • 
He was rude and inconsiderate to the waiter. ■ There is no ex¬ 
cuse for such inconsiderate behavior. — often + o/« It was in¬ 
considerate of you to keep me waiting. ■ She is very inconsid¬ 
erate of her neighbors. 

— in-con-sid-er*ate*ly adv ■ He treats people inconsider¬ 
ately. 

in-con-sis-ten-cy Amksn'sistsnsi/ noun, pi -cies 

1 : the quality or fact of being inconsistent: such as a [non¬ 
count] : the quality or fact of not staying the same at differ¬ 
ent times ■ Police noticed inconsistency in his two statements. 
■ Customers have been complaining about the inconsistency 
in the quality of service they have received. ■ The team’s big¬ 
gest problem has been inconsistency: it has played well at 
times, but at other times it has played very poorly, b : the 
quality or fact of having parts that disagree with each other 
[noncount] There is some inconsistency in her argument. 
[count] Careful editing of the entire text has eliminated in¬ 
consistencies of style. 

2 [count] : a difference or disagreement between two state¬ 
ments which means that both cannot be true ■ We noted a 
major inconsistency in his story. 

in*COn*sis*tent Amksn'sistsnt/ adj [more most ~]: not 
consistent: such as a : not always acting or behaving in the 
same way ■ His pitching has been very inconsistent. [= unreli¬ 
able ] ■ Customers have been complaining about the inconsis¬ 
tent service they have received, b : not continuing to hap¬ 
pen or develop in the same way ■ The pain has been 
inconsistent. ■ Her grades have been inconsistent this school 
year. C : having parts that disagree with each other ■ Their 
descriptions of the accident were inconsistent. ■ The results 
of the two experiments were inconsistent. • She was inconsis¬ 
tent in her argument. [=her argument included parts that did 
not agree with one another] : not in agreement with some¬ 
thing ■ His statements were inconsistent with the truth. 
[=were not true] ■ The decision was inconsistent with the 
company’s policy. 

— in-con-sis-tent*ly adv ■ The team has been playing in¬ 
consistently all season. 

in-con-sobable /,mk3n'soul3b3l/ adj : extremely sad and 
not able to be comforted ■ She was inconsolable when she 
learned that he had died. 

— in-con-sol-ably Amksn'soulsbli/ adv ■ The child cried 
inconsolably. 

in*COn«SpiC*U*OUS Amksn^pikjswss/ adj [more most 
~] : not very easy to see or notice : not conspicuous • an in¬ 
conspicuous brick building ■ She tried to remain as inconspic¬ 
uous as possible so that no one would see her there. 

— in-con-spic-u*OUS*ly adv ■ He always dressed inconspic¬ 
uously in a gray suit. 

irvcon-stant /nVkainstsnt/ adj [more most ~] 

1 literary : likely to change in feelings ■ an inconstant friend/ 
lover 

2 formal : changing often ■ an inconstant world ■ the incon¬ 
stant nature of the business 

in*COn*test*able Ainksn'tcstsbsl/ adi, formal : not able to 
be doubted or questioned : indisputable ■ The evidence 
against him is incontestable. ■ an incontestable fact 

— In-con-test-ably Ainksn'testsbli/ adv ■ They proved in¬ 
contestably that the painting was an original. ■ incontestably 
true 

in-con-ti-nent /m'kamtsnsnt/ adj, medical : not having 
control of your bladder or bowels ■ special products for in¬ 
continent patients 

— in-con-ti-nence /m'kaintsnsns/ noun [noncount] 
in-COn*trO"Vert*ible /m.kamtre'vaobsl/ adj, formal : not 

able to be doubted or questioned : indisputable • incontro¬ 
vertible evidence/proof 

— in-con-tro*vert*ibly /n^kamtrs'vaObli/ adv ■ proved 
the point incontrovertibly 

1 in-con-ve-nience Amksn'viinjsns/ noun, pi -nienc-es 

1 [noncount] : trouble or problems -1 hope this delay doesn’t 
cause you any inconvenience. ■ Bridge repairs cannot be 
done without some inconvenience to the public. 

2 [count] : something that causes trouble or problems 
: something that is inconvenient ■ Parking in the city can be 
a major inconvenience. ■ The delay was an inconvenience. 

inconvenience verb -niences; -nienced; -niencdng [+ 
obj] : to cause trouble or problems for (someone) ■ I 
wouldn’t want to inconvenience you. ■ We were inconve¬ 
nienced by the bad weather. 

in*COn*ve*nient /.mksn'viinjsnt/ adj [more most ~] 
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: causing trouble or problems : not convenient ■ The restau¬ 
rant is in an inconvenient location. ■ I can call back if this is 
an inconvenient time to talk. = I can call back if it’s inconve¬ 
nient for you to talk now. ■ an inconvenient delay 

— in*con-ve*nienMy adv 

in-cor-po-rate /m'koap3,reit/ verb -rates; -rat-ed; -rat¬ 
ing 

1 [+ obj] : to include (something) as part of something else ■ 
This design incorporates the best features of our earlier mod¬ 
els. ■ a diet that incorporates many different fruits and vege¬ 
tables — often + in or into ■ The results of the study were in¬ 
corporated in the final report. ■ The committee 
recommended that we incorporate several new rules into the 
bylaws. 

2 business : to form into a corporation [+ obj] The company 
was incorporated in 1981. [no obj] The company incorporat¬ 
ed \n 1981. 

— in*cor-po-ra-tion /n^ko^pa'reijan/ noun [noncount] ■ 
the incorporation of different musical styles ■ plans for the 
eventual incorporation of the company 

in-COr-por-a*ted /m'koa-pa^eitad/ adj : formed into a le¬ 
gal corporation in the U.S. ■ The company is incorporated in 
the state of Delaware. — often used in the names of coipora- 
tions ■ Merriam-Webster, Incorporated — abbr. Inc. 
in-cor-po-re-al /^koa-'porijal/ adi, formal : having no 
physical body or form ■ incorporeal spirits 
in*COr*rect /^ka'rekt/ adi : not correct: such as a : not 
true or accurate : wrong ■ an incorrect answer ■ The doc¬ 
tor’s diagnosis was incorrect. ■ The story in the newspaper is 
incorrect. • incorrect information b : having errors or mis¬ 
takes ■ a grammatically incorrect sentence • incorrect pronun¬ 
ciation/punctuation/spelling/usage C : not proper or ap¬ 
propriate in a particular situation ■ Their behavior was 
incorrect. = It was incorrect of them to behave like that. ■ The 
restaurant considers jeans and T-shirts incorrect attire for 
dinner. — see also politically incorrect 

— iri-cor-rect-ly adv ■ You filled out the form incorrectly. • 
He answered several questions incorrectly. — in-cor-rect- 
ness noun [noncount] 

in*COr*ri*gi*ble /m'koracfeabal/a# : not able to be correct¬ 
ed or changed ■ an incorrigible gambler/optimist/prankster ■ 
an incorrigible habit of playing practical jokes ■ He is always 
the class clown and his teachers say he is incorrigible. 

— in*Cor-ri-gf-bly /rn'koracfeabli/ adv • incorrigibly [-hope¬ 
lessly, incurably] romantic 

in-cor-rupt-ible Ainka'rAptabal/ adj [more most ~] 
: very honest : incapable of being corrupted ■ He was trust¬ 
ed, respected, and completely incorruptible. ■ the town’s in¬ 
corruptible mayor 

— in«cor*rupt-ibil-i-ty Amka.rApta'bilsti/ noun [noncount] 

1 increase /m'kri:s/ verb -creas-es; -creased; -creas-ing 

1 [no obj] l to become larger or greater in size, amount, 
number, etc. ■ Sales increased [=rose] this year. ■ Skill increas¬ 
es with practice. ■ The population is increasing [-growing] 
dramatically. ■ The house increased in value. 

2 [+ obj] : to make (something) larger or greater in size, 
amount, number, etc. ■ They will soon increase praise] the 
price from $50 to $60. ■ She increased her wealth substantial¬ 
ly. ■ The pilot increased speed. ■ The store is increasing prais¬ 
ing] its prices. — opposite decrease 

— increased adj ■ These symptoms are associated with an 
increased risk of heart disease. — increasing adj ■ There 
has been increasing criticism of his policies. 

2 iDecrease /'m,kri:s/ noun, pi -creas-es 

1 : the act of becoming larger or of making something larger 
or greater in size, amount, number, etc. [count] a tax in¬ 
crease ■ population increases • increases in sales ■ an increase 
in life expectancy [noncount] The employees expect some 
increase in wages. ■ The construction will probably cause 
some increase in traffic delays. 

2 [count]: the amount by which something is made larger or 
greater • The report showed increases of between 20 and 30 
percent. ■ an increase of three dollars — opposite decrease 
on the increase : becoming more in size, amount, number, 

etc. : increasing ■ The number of college applications is on 
the increase. [=on the rise] 

in-creas-ing-ly /m'krksiijli/ adv : more and more : to an 
increasing degree • People are becoming increasingly aware 
of this problem. ■ Increasingly, scientists are questioning the 
data. • The situation grew increasingly hopeless, 
in-cred-i-ble /m'kredabal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : difficult or impossible to believe ■ The movie tells an in¬ 


credible story of survival. ■ an incredible coincidence ■ I find 
his explanation pretty incredible. ■ Incredible as it may seem, 
she’s had no formal training as an artist. ■ It’s incredible to 
me that such a lazy person could be so successful. 

2 : extremely good, great, or large ■ a person of incredible 
[= extraordinary ] skill/talent/intelligence ■ a landscape of in¬ 
credible beauty ■ The new job is an incredible opportunity. ■ 
We have put an incredible amount of work into this project. 

— in-cred-i-bly /m'kredabli/ adv • The snow fell incredibly 
fast. ■ Incredibly, she has had no formal training as an art¬ 
ist. ■ an incredibly [= extremely] dangerous sport ■ The exam 
was incredibly difficult. 

in*cre*du*li"ty ^mkn'duitati, Brit ^kn'dju.lati/ noun [non¬ 
count] : a feeling that you do not or cannot believe or accept 
that something is true or real : disbelief ■ The news of his 
death was met with expressions of incredulity. 
in-cred-u-lous /m'kretfcalas/ adj [more most ~] : not 
able or willing to believe something : feeling or showing a 
lack of belief ■ She listened to his explanation with an incred¬ 
ulous smile. ■ He was incredulous at the news. ■ Many people 
were incredulous that such a small fire could have caused so 
much damage. 

— in-cred-u-lous-ly adv ■ She listened incredulously as he 
explained his decision. 

in*cre-ment /'irjkremant/ noun, pi -merits [count] : a usu¬ 
ally small amount or degree by which something is made 
larger or greater ■ They increased the dosage of the drug in 
small increments over a period of several weeks. ■ Fines in¬ 
crease in increments of $10. • The volume is adjustable in 10 
equal increments. ■ [Brit) Employees receive an annual incre¬ 
ment [=an annual raise in salary; an annual salary increase] 
of three percent. 

— in-cre-men-tal Aujkrs'mentl/ adj • incremental changes 
[^changes that occur in small amounts or very gradually] ■ 
incremental additions — in-cre-men-tal-ly /jiqkra- 
'mentji/ adv ■ The business grew incrementally. 

in*crim*i*nate /m'knma^eit/ verb -nates; -nat-ed; -Rat¬ 
ing [+ obj] : to cause (someone) to appear guilty of or re¬ 
sponsible for something (such as a crime) ■ Material found at 
the crime scene incriminates the defendant. 

— incriminating adj [more most ~] ■ incriminating evi¬ 
dence ■ a very incriminating conversation/document — in- 
crim-i-na-tion /m^nma’neijan/ noun [noncount] 

in-cu-bate /'irjkj3,beit/ verb -bates; -bat-ed; -bating 

1 a [+ obj] of a bird : to sit on eggs so that they will be kept 
warm and will hatch ■ The female bird incubates the eggs, b 
[no obj] of an egg : to be kept warm before hatching ■ The 
eggs needs to incubate for two weeks. 

2 technical : to keep (something) in the proper conditions 
for development [+ obj] Researchers incubated the cells in 
the laboratory, [no obj] The cultures must incubate for five 
more days. ■ The virus will incubate in the body for several 
days before the patient experiences any symptoms. — some¬ 
times used figuratively ■ The plan had been incubating [-de¬ 
veloping in his mind for several weeks. 

— in-cu-ba-tion /jirjkja'bei/an/ noun, pi -tlons [noncount] 
The temperature must remain steady during incubation. ■ a 
long incubation period [=a time during which something 
(such as an egg) is incubating or being incubated] [count] 
a long incubation 

in*CU*ba*tor /'ipkja.beitay noun, pi -tors [count] 

1 : a device that is used to keep eggs warm before they hatch 

2 medical: a piece of equipment in which very weak or sick 
babies are placed for special care and protection after their 
birth 

3 business : an organization or place that helps in the devel¬ 
opment of new businesses 

in-CUl-cate /m'kAl,keit, “m^A^keit/ verb -cates; -cat-ed; 
-cat-ing [+ obj] formal: to cause (something) to be learned 
by (someone) by repeating it again and again ■ The teacher 
inculcated in her students the importance of good study hab¬ 
its. ■ A sense of responsibility was inculcated in the students. 
= The students were inculcated with a sense of responsibility. 
in*CUm«ben*Cy /m^kAmbansi/ noun, pi -cies formal 

1 [count] : the time during which a person holds a particular 
office or position ■ Hundreds of new jobs were created dur¬ 
ing her incumbency. 

2 : the state of holding a particular office or position [non¬ 
count] the advantages of incumbency during an election 
[count] a politician seeking to keep his incumbency 

1 in*CUm*bent /m'kAmbant/ noun, pi -bents [count] : a per¬ 
son who holds a particular office or position ■ Voters will 
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have the chance to see the incumbent and her opponent in a 
series of three debates. ■ Incumbents often have an advantage 
in elections. 

2 inCUmbent /m'k/vmbant/ adj, always used before a noun, 
formal : holding an office or position ■ the incumbent presi¬ 
dent/mayor/senator ■ incumbent members of Congress 
incumbent on or incumbent upon formal : necessary as a 
duty for (someone) ■ It is incumbent on us to help. [=it is 
our duty to help] ■ It is incumbent upon all employees to 
participate. [=all employees are required to participate] 
in-cur /m'ka-/ verb -curs; -curred; -cur-ring [+ obj] formal 
: to cause yourself to have or experience (something un¬ 
pleasant or unwanted) ■ incur expenses/debt ■ What did he 
do to incur such wrath? 
in-CUr-able/m'kjarabal/a*# 

1 : impossible to cure : not curable ■ an incurable disease 

2 : not likely to be changed ■ He’s an incurable romantic. ■ an 
incurable gossip/optimist 

— in-cur-ably /m'kjarabli/ adv ■ incurably ill ■ incurably 
[=hopelessly] romantic 

in-CU-ri-OUS /m'kjaTijss/ adj [more most ~] formal : hav¬ 
ing no desire to learn or know more about something or 
someone : not curious ■ She is remarkably incurious about 
the natural world. 

in-CUT-Sion /rn'kassn/ noun, pi -sions [count] formal : a 
sudden invasion or attack : an act of entering a place or area 
that is controlled by an enemy ■ a military incursion ■ an in¬ 
cursion into enemy airspace — often used figuratively ■ an 
incursion of foreign traders into the domestic market ■ his 
only incursion [-foray] into the arts 
in-debt-ed /m'detad/ adi [more most ~] : owing some¬ 
thing (such as money or thanks) to someone or something 
: in debt ■ heavily/deeply indebted countries/companies — 
often + to ■ The museum is deeply indebted to its many gener¬ 
ous patrons. ■ She will forever be indebted to the hospital 
staff for saving her son’s life. 

— in-debt-ed-ness noun [noncount\ — often + to ■ She 
readily acknowledges her great indebtedness to the hospital 
staff for saving her son’s life. 

in-de-Cen-Cy /m'diisnsi/ noun, pi -cies 
1 [noncount]: a morally or sexually offensive quality : an in¬ 
decent quality ■ The book has been criticized for indecency. • 

1 was shocked by the indecency of their language. 

2 : behavior that is morally or sexually offensive : indecent 
behavior [noncount] He was arrested for public indecency. 
[=for doing something indecent in public, such as exposing 
his sexual organs] [count] He was accused of sexual indecen¬ 
cies. 

in-de-cent /m'di:sat/ adj [more most ~] : not decent: 
such as a : sexually offensive or shocking ■ indecent photos 
b of clothes : not covering enough of your body ■ indecent 
clothing c : using language that offends people : including 
behavior or ideas that people find offensive ■ an indecent 
joke ■ indecent language d : not appropriate or proper ■ He 
took indecent pleasure in her troubles. 

— in-de-cent-ly adv ■ an indecently short skirt ■ indecently 
dressed 

indecent assault noun [noncount] law : the crime of 
touching someone sexually without that person’s permission 
indecent exposure noun [noncount] law : the crime of 
showing your sexual organs to other people in public 
in-de-ci-pher-able Amdi'saifarabal/ adj [more —; most ~] 
: impossible to read or understand : not decipherable ■ His 
handwriting is almost indecipherable. ■ an indecipherable 
code/message 

in-de-Ci-Sion /,mdi‘si33n/ noun [noncount] : difficulty in 
making a decision ■ They were paralyzed by indecision. 
in-de-ci-sive /,mdi'saisiv/ adj [more most ~]: not deci¬ 
sive: such as a : not able to make choices quickly and con¬ 
fidently ■ an indecisive person ■ She’s always been very inde¬ 
cisive. b : not settling something or making something final 
or certain ■ an indecisive battle ■ The meeting was indecisive. 

— in-de-ci-sive-ly adv ■ The conflict ended indecisively. 
— in-de-ci-sive-ness noun [noncount] 

in-deed /m'diid/ adv 

1 : without any question — used to stress the truth of a 
statement • Indeed , he is a great poet. = He is indeed a great 
poet. ■ This is indeed [=certainly ] a matter of great impor¬ 
tance. ■ They were indeed heroes, though they were never 
honored. ■ She does indeed work here. ■ I will indeed be 
there. ■ The problem is a serious one indeed. ■ “Do you know 
him?” “I do indeed." - ‘ Indeed I do.” ■ “Do you know him?” 


“ Yes, Indeed] ” [=1 certainly do] — often used after very ■ This 
is a very nice house indeed. • Thank you very much indeed. 

2 — used in response to a statement that is regarded as 
doubtful or surprising • “I did my best.” “Did you indeed!" • 
“The project is still on schedule.” “Is it indeed 7” • “He claims 
that it was just a misunderstanding.” “ Indeed ?” 

3 formal — used when making a statement that adds to or 
strengthens a previous statement - He likes to have things his 
own way; indeed, he can be very stubborn. ■ She is quite 
lovely, indeed a beauty. ■ Many people objected. Indeed , my 
uncle complained in writing. ■ It is possible— indeed , 
probable—that the crime was an inside job. 

4 — used in a question that repeats and emphasizes a pre¬ 
ceding question to show that you do not know the answer ■ 
“How can we help them?” “How, indeed ?” ■ “When will they 
come here again?” “When, indeed ?” 

a friend in need Is a friend Indeed see friend 
in-de-fat-i-ga-ble ^mdi'fcetigabal/ adj [more most ~] 
formal : able to work or continue for a very long time with¬ 
out becoming tired : tireless ■ an indefatigable campaigner 

■ a person of indefatigable patience/enthusiasm/optimism 

— in-de-fat-i-ga-bly /imdi'fsetigdbli/ adv • She works inde- 
fatigably on behalf of her clients. 

in-de-fen-si-ble Amdi'fensabsl/ adj [more most ~]: not 
defensible: such as a : not able to be thought of as good or 
acceptable ■ The company adopted an indefensible position 
on the issue. ■ His behavior is ethically indefensible. ■ Slavery 
is morally indefensible, b : not able to be kept safe from 
damage or harm ■ The city is in an indefensible location, 
in-de-fin-able Amdi'fainabal/ adj : impossible to describe 
or explain ■ He has an indefinable quality that draws people 
to him. 

— in-de-fin-ably ^mdi'fainabli/ adv 

in-def-i-nite /m'defanat/ adj [more most ~] : not defi¬ 
nite: such as a : not certain in amount or length ■ We’re 
stuck here for an indefinite period of time. ■ Their plans have 
been put on indefinite hold, b : not clear or certain in 
meaning or details : vague ■ an indefinite answer/boundary 

■ She is indefinite about her plans. ■ Our plans are indefinite. 

— in-def-i-nite-ness noun [noncount] ■ the indefiniteness of 
their plans 

indefinite article noun, pi ~ -cles [count]: the word a or 
an used in English to refer to a person or thing that is not 
identified or specified ■ In “I gave a book to the boy” the 
word “a” is an indefinite article and the word “the” is a defi¬ 
nite article.; also : a word that has a similar use in another 
language 

in-def-i-nite-ly /m'defanatli/ adv : for a period of time that 
might not end ■ It’s foolish to think that economic growth 
will continue indefinitely, [-forever] ■ Their vacation has been 
postponed indefinitely. [=until a later time that has not yet 
been decided] 

indefinite pronoun noun, pi ~ -nouns [count] : a pro¬ 
noun that does not refer to a specific person or thing ■ 
“Anyone,” “something,” and “few” are indefinite pronouns. 
in-del-i-ble /m'dctabal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : impossible to remove or forget ■ Her performance made 
an indelible [-unforgettable] impression on me. ■ His achieve¬ 
ments left an indelible [=enduring] mark on the era. ■ an in¬ 
delible image 

2 : producing marks that cannot be erased ■ an indelible pen¬ 
cil ■ indelible [=permanent] ink 

— in-del-i-bly /m'delsbli/ adv ■ scenes/images indelibly cap¬ 
tured on film ■ two names indelibly [= permanently ] linked 
in the public mind 

in-del-i-cate /m'delikat/ adj [more most ~] formal: not 
polite : having or showing bad manners or taste : rude ■ 
Many consider it indelicate to talk about such things in 
mixed company. ■ an indelicate question 

— in-del-l-ca-cy /m'delikasi/ noun, pi -cies [count, non¬ 
count] ■ Everyone was shocked by the indelicacy [-rude¬ 
ness] of his questions. — ln-del-l-cate-ly adv 

in-dem-ni-fy /m'demna^ai/ verb -fies; -fled; -fy-ing [+ 
obf] law 

1 : to protect (someone) by promising to pay for the cost of 
possible future damage, loss, or injury ■ The policy indemni¬ 
fies [=insures] you against/for any losses caused by fire. [=the 
policy promises that if fire destroys things that you own, you 
will be given money to buy new things] 

2 : to give (someone) money or another kind of payment for 
some damage, loss, or injury ■ He was required to indemnify 
[= compensate ] his neighbor for the damage he caused. 
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— ln-dem-ni"fi*ca-tion /n^demnafa'kei/an/ noun [non¬ 
count] ■ indemnification for loss/damages 

in-dem-ni-ty /m'demnati/ noun, pi -ties law 

1 [noncount] : a promise to pay for the cost of possible dam¬ 
age, loss, or injury ■ an agreement providing indemnity 
against prosecution/loss — often used before another noun ■ 
an indemnity plan/agreement 

2 [count] : a payment made to someone because of damage, 
loss, or injury ■ has paid $2 million in indemnities 

^rvdent /m'dent/ verb -dents; -dent*ed; -dent-ing 

1 : to start (one or more lines of text) farther to the right 
than other lines of text [+ obj] The first line of each para¬ 
graph should be indented, [no obj] Don’t forget to indent 
when starting a new paragraph.; also [+ obj] : to end (one or 
more lines of text) farther to the left than other lines of text ■ 
The second paragraph is indented from the right margin. 

2 [+ obj]: to make the edge of (something) go sharply inward 
: to create an indentation in (something) ■ Many tiny inlets 
indent the coast. [=there are many tiny inlets along the coast] 

3 [no obj] Brit: to order something from the person or place 
that can supply it ■ We indented (on headquarters) for sup¬ 
plies. 

— in-dent-ed adj [more most —] ■ an indented paragraph 
■ deeply indented leaves ■ an indented coastline 

2 in-dent / , m,dent/ noun, pi -dents [count] : a space at the be¬ 
ginning of a written line or paragraph ■ Start each paragraph 
with an indent. ■ a half-inch indent 
in*den«ta«tiOn /^den^eijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 a [count] : a space at the beginning of a written line or 
paragraph : indent ■ a smaller/larger indentation b [non¬ 
count] : the act of indenting a line or paragraph ■ Our style 
guidelines call for indentation of the first line of each para¬ 
graph. 

2 [count] a : a cut in or into the edge of something • A slight 
indentation [=notch] was cut into the wood, b : an area 
where the edge of something goes sharply inward ■ a coast¬ 
line with many indentations 

3 [count] : a small hole or inward curve made by pressure 
: dent ■ There were several small indentations in the surface 
of the table. ■ bowl-shaped indentations 

in*den*tured /m'dentfa'd/ adj : required by a contract to 
work for a certain period of time ■ immigrants who came to 
the U.S. as indentured servants 200 years ago 
in«de*pen«dence /.mda'pendans/ noun 

1 : freedom from outside control or support : the state of 
being independent [noncount] They are fighting for inde¬ 
pendence from colonial rule. [=fighting because they want to 
stop being a colony ruled by another country] • Her ambi¬ 
tion is to achieve financial independence. [=to earn all the 
money she needs; to not depend on money given by anyone 
else] ■ She asserted her independence from her parents by 
getting her own apartment. ■ The country declared (Its) Inde¬ 
pendence. [=said that it would no longer accept the rule of 
another country] ■ a war of Independence [=a war that is 
fought to gain independence] [singular] He has shown a 
fierce independence of spirit/thought. 

2 [noncount] : the time when a country or region gains polit¬ 
ical freedom from outside control ■ A month after indepen¬ 
dence, elections were held. 

Independence Day noun [noncount] : a holiday celebrat¬ 
ing the anniversary of a country’s independence from anoth¬ 
er country that ruled it in the past; especially : July 4 cele¬ 
brated as a legal holiday in the U.S. in honor of the day when 
the Declaration of Independence was signed in 1776 
1 in«de»pen«dent /.mda'pcndant/ adj 

1 : not dependent: such as a : not controlled or ruled by 
another country ■ The country recently became independent. 

• an independent nation b : not controlled by other people ■ 
They have a good deal of independent authority. ■ an inde¬ 
pendent investigator [=a person who is not directly involved 
in a situation or dispute and who is free to investigate prob¬ 
lems and make judgments about what should be done] C 
: not requiring or relying on other people for help or support 

• She has an independent income. ■ She is a woman of inde¬ 
pendent means. [=she has enough money to support herself 
without help from others] d : not associated with or owned 
by a larger business ■ an independent record label ■ an inde¬ 
pendent film studio ■ an independent bookstore ■ They hired 
an independent contractor [=a person hired to do work who 
controls how the work is done] to fix the roof.; also : pro¬ 
duced by an independent company ■ an independent film 

2 : separate from and not connected to other people, things. 


etc. ■ Another laboratory has provided independent confir¬ 
mation of the test results. • She is doing an independent 
study in Art History this semester. [=a course of study done 
by a student without an instructor or with help from an in¬ 
structor but not as part of an organized class] ■ This car has 
four-wheel independent suspension. [=each of the four 
wheels has its own set of supports for the body of the car] — 
often + of • The women enjoyed rights independent of their 
husbands. ■ The speed of the particle is independent of its 
wavelength. [=is not connected/related to its wavelength] 

3 [more —; most ~]: acting or thinking freely instead of be¬ 
ing guided by other people ■ She is a very independent per¬ 
son. ■ She has an independent mind/spirit. ■ She’s an indepen¬ 
dent thinker. ■ They lead an independent life. 

4 politics : not belonging to a political party ■ independent 
voters ■ an independent candidate 

— in-de*pen*dent-iy adv • They were working indepen¬ 
dently from/of one another. ■ Every store is independently 
owned and operated. ■ She’s independently wealthy. ■ He 
continues to live independently despite his injuries. 

independent noun,pi -dents [count] 

1 : someone or something that is not connected to others of 
the same kind • He started publishing a trendy independent 
[=an independent newspaper or magazine] that covers con¬ 
troversial topics. ■ The school left the conference to become 
an independent. [=a school whose sports teams are not asso¬ 
ciated with a league] 

2 or Independent politics : a person who does not belong to 
a political party ■ She registered to vote as an Independent. 

independent clause noun, pi ^ clauses [count] gram¬ 
mar : MAIN CLAUSE 

in-depth /m'depO/ adj [more most ~]: covering many or 
all important points of a subject : thorough ■ an in-depth 
investigation/analysis ■ in-depth news coverage * This film 
takes an in-depth look at life on the farm, 
in-de-scrib-able Amdi'skraibabal/ adj ■ impossible to de¬ 
scribe : very great or extreme ■ indescribable beauty/joy/re¬ 
lief ■ indescribable pain 

— in-de-scrib-ably /,mdi'skraibabli/ adv • an indescribably 
delicious meal 

in«de*StrUC*ti«ble /,mdi'strAktabal/ adj '• impossible to 
break or destroy ■ indestructible toys ■ They claim that the 
watch is virtually/nearly indestructible. [= unbreakable ] ■ He 
was 20 years old and felt that he was indestructible. [=he felt 
that nothing could harm him] 

— in*de*struoti>biM*ty /,mda,strAkta'bilati/ noun [non- 
count] • He had a feeling of indestructibility. 

in«de*ter*mi«nate Amdi'tamsnst/ adj, formal : not able to 
be stated or described in an exact way ■ a man of indetermi¬ 
nate [=uncertain] age ■ an indeterminate number of people ■ 
an indeterminate color 

— in>de-ter-mi*na«cy Amdi'twnanasi/ noun [noncount] 
— in»de-ter*mi»nate-ly adv ■ an indeterminately large 
number 

1 in»dex /'m,deks/ noun, pi in>dex-es or in*di*ces 

/'md3,si:z/ [count] 

1 pi usually indexes : an ordered list: such as a : an alpha¬ 
betical list at the end of a book that shows the page where 
each thing in the list can be found ■ Look up the recipe for 
potato soup in the index. ■ Potato soup is listed under “soup" 
in the index, b : a group of related things that are in alpha¬ 
betical or numerical order ■ The card catalog is an index to 
the materials in the library. 

2 : a sign or number that shows how something is changing 
or performing ■ The price of goods is an index [= indication \ 
of business conditions.: a number that indicates changes in 
the level of something (such as a stock market) when it rises 
or falls ■ a stock index ■ certain economic indexes/indices ■ 
C Brit ) an index-linked pension [=a pension that is linked to an 
index (such as the retail price index) so that it rises or falls as 
the index does] — see also consumer price index, re¬ 
tail price index 

3 : a device used to point to something (such as a number) ■ 
the index on a scale 

2 index verb -dexes; -dexed; -dex-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to provide an index for (something, such as a book) — 
usually used as (be) indexed ■ an indexed book [=a book that 
has an index] 

2 : to list or include (something) in an index ■ This search en¬ 
gine has indexed hundreds of millions of Web sites. — often 
used as (be) indexed • Each term in the book is indexed. 

3 : to link wages, benefits, etc., to a measurement of changes 
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in the price of goods and services so that they increase at the 
same rate — usually used as (be) indexed to ■ Social security 
benefits are indexed to inflation, [-social security benefits in¬ 
crease when inflation occurs] 

index card noun, pi ~ cards [count] : a thin paper card 
used especially for creating an alphabetical index 
index finger noun, pi ~ -gers [count] : the finger next to 
the thumb : forefinger — see picture at hand 
ln*dia Ink Andys-/ noun [noncount] US : black ink used es¬ 
pecially for drawing — called also (Brit) Indian ink 
ln-di-an Andijan/ noun, pi -ans [count] 

1 : a person bom, raised, or living in India 

2 often offensive : native American usage see native 
AMERICAN 

— Indian adj ■ Indian culture/food/music ■ a person of Indi¬ 
an descent ■ an Indian word 
Indian corn noun [noncount] US 

1 : ‘corn la 

2 : com that has seeds (called kernels) of several different 
colors on each ear and that is used for decoration 

Indian summer noun, pi - -mers [count] 

1 : a period of warm weather in late autumn or early winter 

2 : a happy or pleasant period near the end of someone’s life, 
career, etc. ■ She is in the Indian summer of her career. 

in«di»cate /'mds.keit/ verb -cates; -cat-ed; -cat-ing 

1 [+ obj]: to show (something) • Our records indicate a depth 
of 3,000 feet here. ■ Studies indicate (that) this chemical 
could cause cancer. ■ The map indicates where the treasure is 
buried. : to show that (something) exists or is true ■ There is 
nothing to indicate that the two events are connected. ■ The 
size of his offer indicates that he is eager to buy the house. ■ 
His hot forehead indicates a fever. = His hot forehead indi¬ 
cates that he has a fever. 

2 [+ obj]: to direct attention to (someone or something) usu¬ 
ally by pointing • The general used a long ruler to indicate on 
the map exactly where the troops would land. ■ We asked 
how to get to the rear entrance, and he indicated a path lead¬ 
ing around the right side of the building. 

3 [+ obj] : to show or suggest that (something) is needed — 
usually used as (be) indicated ■ Further testing is indicated. 
[=is called for; is necessary] ■ He feels that a different ap¬ 
proach is indicated. 

4 [+ obj] : to represent or be a symbol of (something or 
someone) ■ A pronoun used as a direct object indicates the 
person or thing receiving the action. ■ The markers indicate a 
distance of 50 yards. ■ A new paragraph indicates a change in 
topic. ■ In “my mother’s coat,” the apostrophe and “s” indi¬ 
cate possession. 

5 [+ obj] : to say or express (something) briefly ■ They have 
indicated their willingness/desire to cooperate. • She indicat¬ 
ed [-wrote, said] in her letter that she’s planning to arrive 
next week. ■ He nodded his head to indicate his approval. = 
He indicated his approval with a nod of his head. 

6 [no obj] Brit : to make a signal which shows that you are 
going to turn when you are driving a vehicle ■ You forgot to 
indicate [=(US) signal] before you made your turn. 

in-di*ca*tion ^mds'keijsn/ noun, pi -tions : something 
(such as a sign or signal) that points out or shows something 
[noncount] She gave no indication that she was angry. = She 
gave no indication [=hint] of her anger. • There is some indi¬ 
cation [=suggestion] that the economy is recovering, [count] 
Her evaluation will give me a good indication of where I 
stand in the class. ■ There were indications that he was think¬ 
ing of changing jobs. - There’s every Indication that the strike 
will end soon. [=it appears to be very likely that the strike 
will end soon] 

1 in*dic*a-tive /m'dikativ/ adj 

1 not used before a noun [more most ~] formal : showing 
something : indicating something — usually + of ■ His bitter 
remarks are indicative of the resentment he stills feels over 
losing his job. [=his bitter remarks show that he still feels re¬ 
sentment over losing his job] ■ Thin tree rings are indicative 
of slow growth. [=thin tree rings indicate that a tree has 
grown slowly] 

2 grammar : of or relating to the verb form that is used to 
state a fact that can be known or proved ■ In “I walked to 
school,” the verb walked is in the indicative mood. ■ an indic¬ 
ative verb form — compare imperative, subjunctive 

indicative noun 

the Indicative grammar : the form that a verb or sentence 
has when it is stating a fact that can be known or proved ■ a 
verb in the indicative 


in*di*ca*tor /'nuteikeita 1 / noun.pl -tors [count] 

1 : a sign that shows the condition or existence of something 
■ Economic indicators suggest that prices will go up. — often 
+ of ■ The size of the new building is an indicator of how 
much the company has grown. • Her expression is usually a 
good/reliable indicator of how she’s feeling. 

2 a : a pointer or light that shows the state or condition of 
something ■ a control panel with various indicator lights b 
: a device that shows a measurement: gauge • an airspeed 
indicator c Brit : turn signal 

indices plural of ‘index 

in-dict /m'dait/ verb -diets; -dlct»ed; -dieting [+ obj] 
chiefly US, law : to formally decide that someone should be 
put on trial for a crime • A grand jury is expected to indict 
him for murder. — often used as (be) indicted • She was ar¬ 
raigned in front of a judge and then indicted by a grand jury 
three weeks later. • He has been indicted by the grand jury on 
murder charges. 

— ln*dict*able /m'daitabal/ adj [more most ~] • an indict¬ 
able offense/crime 

in-dict-ment /m'daitmant/noun,^/ -merits 

1 chiefly US, law a [count] : an official written statement 
charging a person with a crime • The grand jury has handed 
down indictments against several mobsters, b [noncount] 
: the act of officially charging someone with a crime : the 
act of indicting someone ■ No one was surprised by her in¬ 
dictment. • He is under Indictment [=he has been indicted] for 
perjury by two federal grand juries. 

2 [count] : an expression or statement of strong disapproval ■ 
She intended the film to be an indictment of the media. 

in-die /'mdi/ adj, always used before a noun, informal : not 
connected with or created by a major producer of music or 
movies : independent • indie rock bands ■ an indie 
(record) label ■ the hit indie film of the year 

- indie noun, pi -dies [count] ■ This film is not like other 
low-budget indies. 

in-dif-fer-ence /m'difarans/ noun : lack of interest in or 
concern about something : an indifferent attitude or feeling 
[noncount] She was amazed that some people could watch 
the trial with indifference. — often + to ■ You can go or you 
can stay. It’s a matter of complete indifference to me. [=1 do 
not care at all if you go or stay] ■ The government has shown 
complete/utter indifference to the struggles of organized la¬ 
bor. [singular] She watched them with a cool indifference. 
in-dif-fer-ent /m'difarant/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not interested in or concerned about something ■ She was 
amazed that people could be so indifferent about the trial. 
[=could care so little about the trial] ■ The movie was poorly 
received by an indifferent public. — often + to • They seem to 
be indifferent to the problems of poor people. 

2 : neither good nor bad : not very good ■ She was tired and 
gave a rather indifferent [= unimpressive] performance. • indif¬ 
ferent [=mediocre] leadership ■ Was the food good, bad, or in¬ 
different ? 

— in*dlf«fer*enMy adv • a biography received indifferently 
by the critics 

in-dig-e-nous /m'dicfesnas/ adj : produced, living, or exist¬ 
ing naturally in a particular region or environment ■ He 
grows a wide variety of both indigenous [=native] and exotic 
plants. ■ an indigenous culture/language ■ There are several 
indigenous groups that still live in the area. — sometimes + 
to ■ These birds are indigenous to South America. 

- in*dig*e*nous*iy adv 

in-dl-gent /'mdicfeant/ adj [more most ~] formal : lack¬ 
ing money : very poor ■ Because he was indigent , the court 
appointed a lawyer to defend him. • The clinic provides free 
care for indigent patients. 

in-di-gest-ible Amdai'cfeEstsbsl/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not capable of being used in the body as food ■ indigest¬ 
ible carbohydrates — sometimes + to ■ a substance that is in¬ 
digestible to most mammals — often used in an exaggerated 
way to describe bad or unappealing food • an indigestible 
meal 

2 : difficult to understand : complicated or confusing ■ Their 
presentation was an indigestible mass of information. 

in-dl-ges-tion /^dai'cfeestfsn/ noun [noncount] ; an un¬ 
pleasant feeling (such as pain or a burning sensation) in your 
stomach or chest that is caused by difficulty in digesting 
food - The patient complained of indigestion and nausea. ■ I 
like spicy foods but they always give me indigestion. • an at¬ 
tack of indigestion ■ acid indigestion 
in-dlg«nant /m'dignant/ adj [more most ~] : feeling or 
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showing anger because of something that is unfair or wrong 
: very angry • She wrote an indignant letter to the editor. ■ He 
was/got/became very indignant about/over the changes. • an 
indignant tone of voice 

— in-dig-nant-ly adv • She indignantly [=angrity ] denied all 
the accusations. 

in-dig-na*tion Aindig'neijan/ noun [noncount] : anger 
caused by something that is unfair or wrong ■ The decision 
to close the factory has aroused the indignation of the towns- 
people. ■ He adopted a tone of moral/righteous indignation. 
in*dig*ni*ty /in'dignati/ noun, pi -ties : an act or occur¬ 
rence that hurts someone’s dignity or pride : an insulting or 
embarrassing act or occurrence [count] He remembers all 
the indignities he had to suffer in the early years of his ca¬ 
reer. ■ We must endure the indignities of growing old. [non¬ 
count] He suffered the indignity of being forced to leave the 
courtroom. ■ The indignity of it all was too much to bear, 
in-di-go /'mdi,goo/ noun [noncount] : a deep purplish-blue 
color — see color picture on page C2 

— indigo adj ■ an indigo sky 
in-di-rect Ainda'rekt/ adj 

1 [more most ~] : not direct: such as a : not going 
straight from one point to another ■ We took an indirect 
route. ■ These plants grow best in bright indirect light/sun. 
b : not said or done in a clear and direct way ■ He gave only 
vague, indirect answers to our questions. • They used indirect 
methods of investigation. ■ There weie many indirect refer¬ 
ences to his earlier books. ■ Looking at her watch was her in¬ 
direct way of telling him it was time to leave. C : not having 
a clear and direct connection • Poor nutrition may have been 
an indirect cause of the disease. ■ The cigarette stubs were in¬ 
direct evidence that someone had been smoking in the room. 

2 grammar : stating what an original speaker said without 
exactly quoting the words ■ "He said that he would call lat¬ 
er," is an example of indirect speech/discourse since his actu¬ 
al words were “I’ll call later." ■ an indirect question such as 
“She asked whether the doctor had arrived" ■ an indirect 
quotation 

— in-di-rect-ly adv [more most ~] ■ He was indirectly in¬ 
volved in the robbery. ■ The disease can be spread directly 
or indirectly. ■ He answered our questions indirectly. — in- 
di-rect-ness noun [noncount] 

indirect object noun, pi ~ -jects [count] grammar : a 
noun, pronoun, or noun phrase that occurs in addition to a 
direct object after some verbs and indicates the person or 
thing that receives what is being given or done ■ In “He gave 
me the book,” the direct object is “book” and the indirect ob¬ 
ject is “me.” — compare direct object 
in*dis*cern-ible Amdi's^nabal/ adj [more most ~] for¬ 
mal : impossible to see, hear, or know clearly ■ Hidden under 
vines and moss, the crumbling wall was almost indiscernible. 
■ a change made for indiscernible reasons 
in»dis*creet Aindi'skri-.t/a*# [more most ~]: not having 
or showing good judgment : revealing things that should not 
be revealed : not discreet ■ He was indiscreet about his love 
affairs. [=he told people about his love affairs when he 
should have kept them secret]; also : not polite ■ Should I ask 
you how you got that bruise, or would that be indiscreet ? 
[=(more commonly) impolite . rude] ■ an indiscreet question 

— in-diS'CreeMy adv ■ He spoke indiscreetly about his love 
affairs. 

in*diS*cre«tion Aindi'skrcjan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : lack of good judgment or care in behavior and 
especially in speech : lack of discretion ■ He has been criti¬ 
cized for showing indiscretion in his remarks, [-for carelessly 
saying things that should not be said] 

2 [count] : an act or remark that shows a lack of good judg¬ 
ment : an indiscreet act or remark ■ She committed a few 
minor indiscretions. ■ He describes his drug use in college as 
just a youthful indiscretion. [=a minor mistake made by a 
young person] 

in*dis»crim-i*nate Aindi'skrimanat/ adj [more most ~] 
disapproving 

1 : affecting or harming many people or things in a careless 
or unfair way ■ They participated in the indiscriminate 
slaughter of countless innocent victims. ■ He objects to the 
indiscriminate use of pesticides. ■ an indiscriminate attack 

2 : not careful in making choices ■ She has been indiscrimi¬ 
nate in choosing her friends. 

— in-dis-crim-i-nate-ly adv 

in>dis-pens-able Aindi'spensabal/ adj [more most ~] 
: extremely important and necessary ■ She is an indispens¬ 


able [=essential] part of the team. • an indispensable employ¬ 
ee/tool — often -\r for or to • A calculator is an indispensable 
tool for solving these problems. ■ She is indispensable to the 
team. 

— in-dis-pens-abil*i-ty Amdijspensa'bilati/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

in*diS-posed Aindi'spouzd/ adj [more most —] formal 

1 : slightly ill : not feeling well • He was (somewhat) indis¬ 
posed by/with a cold. — often used as a polite way of saying 
that someone is sick or unable to be present without giving a 
specific reason ■ He was indisposed and unable to attend the 
banquet. 

2 : not willing or likely to do something — followed by to + 
verb • Officials are indisposed to grant their request, ^offi¬ 
cials do not want to grant their request] 

in>diS-pO-Si*tion /in^ispa'zij'an/ noun, formal 

1 [count] : a slight illness ■ He blamed his absence on a minor 
indisposition. 

2 [singular] : lack of willingness to do something — followed 
by to + verb ■ The officials have shown an indisposition to 
grant their request. 

in*dis*put*able Amdi'spjuitabal/ adj [more most ~] 
: impossible to question or doubt : not disputable ■ He had 
indisputable [= unquestionable] proof that he had been there. 
• Her success is indisputable. [= undeniable ] 

— in-dis-put-ably Amdi'spju’.tabli/ adv ■ an indisputably 
certain fact 

in-dis-sol-u-ble Amdi'scr.ljabal/ adj, formal : impossible to 
destroy, break up, or get rid of ■ an indissoluble contract ■ 
They are bound together by/with indissoluble [=permanent] 
ties/bonds. 

— in-dis-sol-u-bil-i-ty AindiiSadja'bilati/ noun [noncount] 
— in.dis-sol-u-bly Aindi'sailjabli/a^v • They are indissol¬ 
ubly [=permanently ] linked/connected. 

iodiS’tinct Aindi*stir)kt/ adj [more most ~] : not easily 
seen, heard, or recognized : not distinct or clear • indistinct 
figures in the fog ■ a far-off indistinct light ■ The sound was 
indistinct [=faint] at first, then gradually became louder. 

— in-dis-tinct-ly adv ■ Her voice could only be heard indis¬ 
tinctly. [-faintly] — in«dis-tinct-ness noun [noncount] 

in*dis*tin»guish«able Aindi'stirjgwiJabal/ adj : unable to 
be recognized as different : impossible to distinguish clearly 
from something else ■ The copy and the original are practi¬ 
cally indistinguishable, [-identical] — usually + from • The 
copy is practically indistinguishable from the original. [=the 
copy and the original are so similar that it is almost impossi¬ 
ble to see any difference between them] 

— in-dis-tin-guish-ably Aindi'stirjgwiJ'abli/ adv ■ The fla¬ 
vors merged indistinguishably together. 

1 in*di»vid«U-al Ainda'vicfeawal/ adj 

1 always used before a noun : of, relating to, or existing as 
just one member or part of a larger group ■ What are the in¬ 
dividual traits/characteristics of the breed? ■ The doctor 
carefully evaluates the individual needs of her patients. ■ Stu¬ 
dents will receive as much individual attention as possible. ■ 
The book is divided into individual separate] chapters. ■ 
Each individual [= particular ] case is different. 

2 [more most ~] : having a special and unusual quality 
that is easily seen ■ She has a very individual style of writing. ■ 
a pattern as individual as a fingerprint 

3 always used before a noun : intended or designed for one 
person • individual serving* of dessert 

— in*di«vid*U*aMy adv ■ Each student met individually 
[^separately] with the teacher. ■ bowls individually crafted 
from wood ■ Individually they don’t amount to much, but 
as a group they’re very powerful. 

individual noun, pi -aIs [count] 

1 : a single person : a person who is considered separate 
from the rest of a group ■ They promote a philosophy that 
sacrifices the rights of the individual for the public welfare. 

2 : a particular person ■ They are both rather odd individu¬ 
als. ■ Are you the individual I spoke with on the telephone? ■ 
She’s a very talented individual. 

3 : a single member or part of a group ■ The markings on ti¬ 
gers are unique to each individual. 

in*di*vid-U-al*ism Ainda'vicfeawajizam/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the belief that the needs of each person are more impor¬ 
tant than the needs of the whole society or group ■ a society 
that believes strongly in individualism 

2 : the actions or attitudes of a person who does things with¬ 
out being concerned about what other people will think ■ He 
was respected for his self-reliance and individualism. 
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in*di*vid-u*al*ist /^nda'vitfeawslist/ noun, pi -ists [count] 
: a person who does things without being concerned about 
what other people will think ■ The school encourages chil¬ 
dren to be individualists. 

— in-di-vid-u-al-is-tic /.inda.vicfeawa'listik/ also individu¬ 
alist adj ■ an individualistic approach to jazz music 

in-di-vid-U-al-i-ty Ainda^icfea'waebti/ noun [noncount\ 
: the quality that makes one person or thing different from 
all others ■ She uses her clothing to express her individuality. 

■ materials that highlight the individuality of each piece in 
the collection 

in-di-vid-u-al-ize also Brit in-di-vid-u-al-ise 

Ainda'vicfeawajaiz/ verb -iz-es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make (something) different from other things ■ The 
author uses different styles to individualize the characters. 

2 : to change (something) so that it fits each person’s needs ■ 
Teachers should individualize their lessons to address differ¬ 
ences in their students. ■ individualized computer programs 

— in-di-vid'U-al-i'Za-tion also Brit in-di-vid-u-al-i-sa- 
tion / l ind3,vicfeaw3l3 , zeiJ'3n, Brit (inda^icfeawa^ai'zeijan/ 
noun [noncount] ■ the individualization of lesson plans 

individual retirement account noun, pi —counts 
[count] : ira 

in-di-viS"i"ble Ainda'vizabal/ adj, formal + literary : impos¬ 
sible to divide or separate : not divisible ■ an indivisible na¬ 
tion 

— in-di-vis-i-bil-i-ty /.inda^iza’bilati/ noun [noncount] ■ He 
believes in the indivisibility of the mind and soul. 

Indo- /’indoo/ combining form : Indian and • He studies 
-European languages. 

in-doc-tri-nate /m’daikt^neit/ verb -nates; -nat-ed; 
-nat-ing [+ obj] disapproving : to teach (someone) to fully 
accept the ideas, opinions, and beliefs of a particular group 
and to not consider other ideas, opinions, and beliefs ■ The 
goal should be to teach politics, rather than to indoctrinate 
students in/with a narrow set of political beliefs. 

— in-doc-tri-na-tion /in,da:ktr3'neij3n/ noun [noncount] • 
the indoctrination of the new recruits 

ln*dO-Eu*ro*pe*an /^ndoujura'pkjan/ adj ■ of or relat¬ 
ing to a group of languages that includes many of the lan¬ 
guages spoken in Europe, in the parts of the world colonized 
by Europeans, and in parts of Asia ■ Hindi, Polish, and En¬ 
glish are Indo-European languages, 
in-do-lent /'mdalant/ adj [more most ~] formal: not lik¬ 
ing to work or be active : LAZY ■ an indolent young man ■ 
She is indolent and irresponsible. 

— in-do-lence /'indalans/ noun [noncount] • Some argue 
that television encourages indolence. — in*do-lent-ly adv 

in*dom«i*ta*ble /in'daimatabal/ adj, formal: impossible to 
defeat or discourage ■ Her spirit was indomitable, [-uncon¬ 
querable] ■ her indomitable courage/strength/will 

— in*dom-i*ta*bly /in'daimatsbli/ adv ■ indomitably coura¬ 
geous 

in-door /'in'doay adj, always used before a noun : done, liv¬ 
ing, located, or used inside a building ■ an indoor sport ■ an 
indoor pet [=a pet that only lives inside] ■ an indoor pool 

— compare outdoor 

in-doors /'in'doaz/ adv : in, inside, or into a building ■ The 
game will be played indoors. ■ He worked indoors all after¬ 
noon. ■ We went indoors when it began to rain. — compare 
OUTDOORS 

indorse, indorsement variant spellings of endorse, en¬ 
dorsement 

in-du-bi-ta-ble /in'duibatabal, Brit in'djuibatabal/ adj, for¬ 
mal : certainly true : not able to be doubted ■ an indubitable 
truth 

— in-du-bi-ta-bly /in'duibatabli, Brit in'djuibatabli/ adv • 
He was indubitably [= undoubtedly ] the most capable offi¬ 
cer on the staff. 

in-duce /in‘du:s, Brit in'djuis/ verb -duc-es; -duced; 
-duc-ing [+ obj] 

1 somewhat formal : to cause (someone or something) to do 
something ■ The advertisement is meant to induce people to 
eat more fruit. ■ No one knows what induced him to leave. 

2 : to cause (something) to happen or exist ■ medication to 
induce vomiting ■ Her illness was induced by overwork. ■ 
drug-induced sleep • a stress-induced illness 

3 medical : to give (a pregnant woman) special medicine in 
order to make her give birth ■ The mother was induced. : to 
cause (labor or birth) to begin by giving special drugs to a 
pregnant woman ■ They will induce labor to avoid complica¬ 
tions. 


— in-duc-er noun, pi -ers [count] technical ■ He uses the 
herb as a sleep inducer. 

in-dlice-ment /in'duismant, Brit in'djuismant/ noun, pi 
-merits formal : something that gives you a reason for do¬ 
ing something and makes you want to do it [count] Was his 
decision influenced by any illegal financial inducements ? • 
Employees were offered a bonus as an inducement to finish 
the project on schedule, [noncount] The low interest rate 
was little inducement for individuals to save money, 
in-duct /in‘dAkt/ verb -ducts; -duct-ed; -duct-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to have (someone) officially begin a new job, position, or 
government office — usually used as (be) inducted’, usually + 
into • The new president was inducted into office last year. 

2 a : to officially make (someone) a member of a group or 
organization ■ The club will induct six new members this 
year. — usually used as (be) inducted ; usually + into ■ She 
was inducted into the Basketball Hall of Fame, b US : to en¬ 
roll (someone) for military training or service — usually 
used as (be) inducted’, usually + into ■ He was inducted into 
the army. 

— in-duct-ee /in,dAk'ti:/ noun, pi -ees [count] chiefly US ■ 
After the ceremony, we met the new inductees. [=the peo¬ 
ple who had just been inducted] 

in-duc-tion /in'dAkJan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] a : the formal act or process of placing someone 
into a new job, position, government office, etc. ■ Many peo¬ 
ple attended the bishop’s induction. ■ The induction ceremo¬ 
ny was held at a banquet hall, b US : the formal act of mak¬ 
ing someone a member of the military ■ the registration and 
induction of draftees 

2 [noncount] medical : the act of giving a pregnant woman 
special drugs so that she will give birth ■ induction of labor 

3 [noncount] technical : a kind of reasoning that uses partic¬ 
ular examples in order to reach a general conclusion about 
something 

4 [noncount] technical : the process by which an electric cur¬ 
rent, an electric charge, or magnetism is produced in objects 
by being close to an electric or magnetic field 

in-duc-tive /in'dAktiv/ adj, technical : using particular ex¬ 
amples to reach a general conclusion about something • in¬ 
ductive reasoning 

in-dulge /in'dAlcfe/ verb -dulg-es; -dulged; -dulg-ing 

1 : to allow (yourself) to have or do something as a special 
pleasure [+ obj] It’s my birthday. I’m going to indulge myself 
and eat whatever I want to eat. — often + in ■ He indulged 
himself in the pleasure of a day spent entirely at the beach. 
[no obj] It’s my birthday. I’m going to indulge. — often + in ■ 
For our anniversary, we indulged in an expensive dinner. 

2 [+ obj] a : to allow (someone) to have or do something 
even though it may not be proper, healthy, appropriate, etc. ■ 
He knows that his aunt is always willing to indulge [=spoil] 
him. • They always indulged their grandchildren’s whims. 
[=they always allowed their grandchildren to do whatever 
they wanted to do] b : to patiently allow (someone) to do 
or say something ■ Please indulge me while I review the top¬ 
ics we covered yesterday. 

3 [+ obj] : to do the things that you want to do because of (a 
feeling, interest, desire, etc.) • The museum is an excellent 
place to let children indulge their curiosity about dinosaurs. ■ 
She bought a house with a big yard so that she could indulge 
her passion for gardening. 

indulge in [phrasal verb] indulge in (something) : to become 
involved in (something, especially something that is con¬ 
sidered wrong or improper) ■ Both candidates have prom¬ 
ised not to indulge in [=take part in] further personal at¬ 
tacks for the remainder of the campaign, 
in-dul-gence /in'dAlcfeans/ noun, pi -genc-es 

1 [noncount] : the behavior or attitude of people who allow 
themselves to do what they want or who allow other people 
to do what they want ■ She lived a life of selfish indulgence. ■ 
They treated the sick boy with indulgence. = They showed 
great indulgence toward the sick boy. ■ Ladies and gentle¬ 
men, I ask your indulgence [=patience] for a moment while 
my assistant prepares the next act. — see also self- 

INDULGENCE 

2 [noncount]: the act of doing something that you enjoy but 
that is usually thought of as wrong or unhealthy ■ his indul¬ 
gence in forbidden pleasures 

3 [count] : something that is done or enjoyed as a special 
pleasure ■ She found that she couldn’t afford the indulgences 
she had once enjoyed. ■ For our anniversary we allowed our¬ 
selves the indulgence of an elegant dinner at our favorite res- 
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taurant. ■ Good food is my only indulgence. 

In«dul*gent /m'dAlcfeant/ adj [more most ~] 

1 sometimes disapproving : willing to allow someone to have 
or enjoy something even though it may not be proper, 
healthy, appropriate, etc. • These children are being spoiled 
by (overly) indulgent parents. ■ He gave the child an indul¬ 
gent smile. — see also self-indulgent 

2 : done or enjoyed as a special pleasure • an indulgent des¬ 
sert 

— In-dul-gent-ly adv • She smiled indulgently. 
In»dus»tri»al /m'dAStrijal/ ad) 

1 : of or relating to industry : of or relating to factories, the 
people who work in factories, or the things made in factories 
■ industrial development • There are thousands of industrial 
uses for plastic. • an industrial engineer ■ He had an Industrial 
accident [=an accident at work] 

2 [more most ~] : having a developed industry : having 
factories that actively make a product • an industrial nation/ 
region/city 

3 : coming from or used in industry : made or used in facto¬ 
ries • industrial diamonds ■ an industrial chemical; also 
: stronger than most other products of its kind ■ an industrial 
cleaner 

— in-dus-trl-al-ly adv ■ industrially made glass ■ Most crops 
are grown industrially. [=by large corporations and not in¬ 
dividual farmers] 

industrial action noun, pi ~ -tions [count] Brit : job ac¬ 
tion 

industrial arts noun [noncount] US : a subject that teaches 
students how to work with tools and machines ■ Industrial 
arts is her favorite class. 

industrial estate noun, pi ~ -tates [count] Brit : indus¬ 
trial PARK 

ln«dUS«tri*al*ism /m'dAStrtja^izam/ noun [noncount] : a 
social system in which industry and factories are the basis of 
a country’s economy 

in*dUS«trl«al*iSt /m'dAStrijalist/ noun, pi -ists [count] 
: someone who owns or manages an industry • a meeting of 
industrialists to discuss environmental issues 
in«dus*tri*al*ize also Brit in-dus-trl-ai-ise /m'dAstrija- 
,laiz/ verb -iz-es; -ized; -iz-ing : to build and operate facto¬ 
ries and businesses in a city, region, country, etc. [+ obj] The 
government hopes to industrialize some of the agricultural 
regions, [no obj] This region industrialized [=this region 
gained industry] before the rest of the country. 

— in-dus-trl-al-i-za-tlon also Brit in-dus-tri-al-i-sa-tion 
/n^dAStrijala'zeiJan, Brit n^dAStrijaJai'zeiJan/ noun [non¬ 
count] • The country is in the early stages of industrializa¬ 
tion. - Industrialized also Brit industrialised adj ■ in¬ 
dustrialized regions/nations 

industrial park noun, pi ~ parks [count] US : an area out¬ 
side of a town or city that is designed especially for factories 
or offices — called also {Brit) industrial estate 
industrial relations noun [plural] : the ways in which 
businesses relate to and deal with workers, the government, 
and the public 

industrial Revolution noun 
the Industrial Revolution : the major social and economic 
changes that occurred in Britain, Europe, and the U.S. in 
the late 18th and early 19th centuries when new machin¬ 
ery, new sources of power, and new ways of manufactur¬ 
ing products were developed 

industrial—Strength adj, often humorous : stronger, more 
powerful, or more intense than others of its kind ■ She was 
wearing industrial-strength boots. ■ He served us industrial- 
strength coffee. 

in*duS*tri*OUS /m'dAStrijas/ adj [more most ~] : work¬ 
ing very hard : not lazy ■ He is an industrious worker. 

— in-dus-trl-ous-ly adv ■ She was working industriously. 
— in-dus-tri-ous-ness noun [noncount] ■ He was praised 
for his industriousness. 

In-dus-trv /'mdastri/ noun, pi -tries 

1 a [noncount] : the process of making products by using 
machinery and factories ■ He favors policies that promote in¬ 
dustry. b [count] : a group of businesses that provide a par¬ 
ticular product or service ■ the automobile/oil/computer in¬ 
dustry ■ the tourist/entertainment industry ■ She invested in 
several large industries. • She became so popular that a whole 
industry grew up around her and her image. — see also cap¬ 
tain OF INDUSTRY, COTTAGE INDUSTRY 

2 [noncount] : the habit of working hard and steadily ■ She is 
admired for her industry. [=industriousness] 


ine«bri*at*ed /i'ni:bri,eit3d/ adj [more most ~] formal 
: affected by drinking too much alcohol : drunk • He was 
clearly inebriated when he left the bar. 

— ine-brl-a-tion /^niibri'eijan/ noun [noncount] ■ public 
inebriation [-drunkenness] 

in«ed*i«ble /m'edabal/ adj : not suitable or safe to eat: not 
edible ■ inedible mushrooms ■ The steak was overcooked, but 
not inedible. 

In«ef*fa*ble /m'efabal/ adj, formal : too great, powerful, 
beautiful, etc., to be described or expressed • She felt ineffa¬ 
ble [= inexpressible ] joy at the sight of her children. • His 
paintings have an ineffable [= indescribable ] beauty. 

— in-ef-fa-bly Jm'ziMi/ adv ■ an ineffably beautiful film 
irvef-feotive /,m3'fEktiv/ adj [more most ~] : not pro¬ 
ducing or having the effect you want : not effective • The 
treatment was ineffective against the disease. ■ an ineffective 
law/leader 

— in-ef-fec-tlve-ly adv • She argued her point ineffectively. 
— I n-ef-fee-five-ness noun [noncount] ■ He has been 
criticized for his ineffectiveness as a leader. 

in«ef«fec*tU*al /.ma'fektfawal/ adj [more most ~] : not 
producing or able to produce the effect you want • an inef¬ 
fectual politician • an ineffectual struggle 

— In-ef-fec-tu-al-ly Ama'fektfawali/ adv • They struggled 
ineffectually for reform. 

in*ef*fi*cien*cy Ama'fijansi/ noun, pi -cles : the lack of 
ability to do something or produce something without wast¬ 
ing materials, time, or energy : the quality or state of being 
inefficient [noncount] The candidate blamed her opponent 
for the local government's inefficiency, [count] She claims 
that money can be saved by reducing inefficiencies. 
in*ef*fi*cient Ama'fijant/ adj [more most ~]: not capa¬ 
ble of producing desired results without wasting materials, 
time, or energy : not efficient • an inefficient worker • The 
delivery system was very inefficient. ■ an inefficient use of fuel 

— in-ef-fl-clent-ly adv • The engine uses fuel inefficiently. 
in-el-e-gant /m'elagant/ ad) [more most ~] somewhat 

formal : not graceful, attractive, or polite : not elegant ■ an 
inelegant dancer • inelegant language 

— in-el-e-gance /m'elagans/ noun [noncount] formal — in- 
el-e-gant-ly adv • an inelegantly named car 

in«el«i*gi*ble /m'elacfcabal/ adj : not allowed to do or be 
something : not eligible • Previously ineligible patients may 
now be able to participate in the study. ■ She was ineligible 
for the contest. = She was ineligible to participate in the con¬ 
test. • They are ineligible for a loan. 

-in-ei-l-gi-blM •ty /n^elacfca'bilati/ noun [noncount] 
in*eluc«ta*ble Aim'lAktabal/ adj, formal : not able to be 
avoided or changed ■ You cannot escape an ineluctable [= un¬ 
avoidable] fate. * an ineluctable conclusion 

— in-eluc-ta-bly /,ini'lAkt3bli/ adv 
in-ept A'nept/ adj [more most ~-] 

1 : lacking skill or ability • an inept mechanic - He was com¬ 
pletely inept at sports. ■ a socially inept teenager [=a teenager 
who is shy or awkward around other people] 

2 : showing a lack of skill or ability : not done well ■ inept 
planning ■ He made an inept attempt to apologize. 

— compare inapt 

— In-ept-ly adv ■ It was ineptly done. — ln-ept-ness noun 
[noncount] • the ineptness of the coaching staff 

in«ep*ti*tlide /i'nept3,tu:d, Brit i'nEpt3,tju:d/ noun [non¬ 
count] : a lack of skill or ability ■ The team’s poor play is be¬ 
ing blamed on the ineptitude of the coaching staff. ■ social in¬ 
eptitude 

in«equal*i«ty AiniMcwculati/ noun, pi -ties : an unfair situa¬ 
tion in which some people have more rights or better oppor¬ 
tunities than other people [noncount] social/sexual/eco¬ 
nomic/racial inequality ■ They discussed the problem of 
inequality between students. ■ He accused the company of in¬ 
equality in its hiring practices, [count] He has proposed a 
new system designed to remove inequalities in health care. ■ 
the inequalities of education/income 
in-eq-ui-ta-ble /n^ekwatabal/ adj [more most ~] formal 
: not fair or equal : unfair • They protested the inequitable 
treatment of employees. 

— in-eq-ui-ta-bly /m'Ekwatabli/ adv • The law is being ap¬ 
plied inequitably, [-unfairly] 

in-eq*ul*ty /m'ekwati/ noun, pi -ties formal 

1 [noncount] : lack of fairness : unfair treatment • She has 
been a leader in the fight against racial inequity, [injustice] 

2 [count] : something that is unfair ■ the inequities in wages 
paid to men and women ■ educational inequities 
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| Do not confuse inequity with iniquity. \ 

in-erad-i-ca-ble Ami'rsedikabal/ adj, formal : impossible 
to remove or forget ■ an ineradicable problem ■ She made an 
ineradicable impression on us. 
in-ert /I'na-t/ adj 

1 : unable to move ■ an inert and lifeless body 

2 [more most ~] : moving or acting very slowly ■ How 
does he propose to stimulate the inert economy and create 
jobs? ■ a politically inert government 

3 chemistry : not able to^ffect other chemicals when in con¬ 
tact with them : not chemically reactive ■ an inert gas ■ inert 
ingredients 

— in«ert>ly adv ■ He sat inertly in front of the television. — in¬ 
ert-ness noun [noncount] ■ chemical inertness 

in-er-tia /I'naTa/ noun [noncount] 

1 a : lack of movement or activity especially when move¬ 
ment or activity is wanted or needed • He blames govem- 
mental/bureaucratic inertia for the holdup, b : a feeling of 
not having the energy or desire that is needed to move, 
change, etc. ■ After 10 years in an unsatisfying job she over¬ 
came her inertia and went back to school. 

2 physics : a property of matter by which something that is 
not moving remains still and something that is moving goes 
at the same speed and in the same direction until another 
thing or force affects it 

— in-er-tial /I'ne-JW adj,physics ■ an inertial sensor 
in-es-cap-able Ama'skeipabal / adj : impossible to deny or 

avoid • It’s an inescapable truth that these problems have no 
easy solution. ■ an inescapable conclusion 

— In-es-cap-ably Ama'skeipabli/ adv ■ an inescapably obvi¬ 
ous truth 

in-es-sen-tial Ama'senjal/ adj- formal : not needed : not 
essential ■ inessential details 

— inessential noun, pi -tials [count] 
in-es-ti-ma-ble /m'cstsmzboX/ adj, formal : too great, valu¬ 
able, or excellent to be measured ■ He has made inestimable 
contributions to our society. ■ inestimable value/worth 

in-ev-i-ta-ble /I'nevatabal/ adj - sure to happen ■ the inevi- 
table result ■ Some criticism was inevitable. [= unavoidable] 
the inevitable : something that is sure to happen ■ They’re 
just trying to delay/postpone the inevitable. 

— In-ev-i-ta-bil-i-ty /^nevata'bilati/ noun [noncount] • the 
inevitability of change — in-ev-i-ta-bly /I'nevatabli/ adv • 
The changes inevitably resulted in criticism. 

in-ex-act /iimg'zsekt/ adj [more most —]: not completely 
correct or precise : not exact ■ The measurements were 
somewhat inexact, but they were close enough. ■ an inexact 
word/calculation/description 

— in-ex-act-ness noun [noncount] 
in-ex-CUS-able Amik^skjuizabal/ adj : too bad or wrong to 

be excused or ignored • her inexcusable rudeness ■ The mis¬ 
take was inexcusable. 

— in-ex-cus-ably Ainik'skjuizabli/ adv ■ The salesperson 
was inexcusably rude. ■ He behaved inexcusably. 

in-ex-haust-ible /,inig'za:stabal/ adj : impossible to use 
up completely : impossible to exhaust ■ The world’s supply 
of oil is not inexhaustible. ■ He seems to have inexhaustible 
energy. 

— in-ex-haust-ibly /,mig , za:stabli /adv ■ We do not have an 
inexhaustibly large supply of oil. 

in-ex-O-ra-ble /m'eksarabal/ adj, formal : not able to be 
stopped or changed ■ an inexorable conclusion ■ the inexora¬ 
ble rise of a political movement 

— in-ex-o-ra-bi-li-ty /m.eksara^ilati/ noun [noncount] 
— in-ex-o-ra-bly /m'cksarabli/ adv ■ We are inexorably 
linked to the past. ■ Will a break in negotiations lead inexo¬ 
rably to conflict? 

in-ex-pen-sive Amik'spensiv/ adj [more most —] : low 
in price : not expensive ■ The hotel room was surprisingly in¬ 
expensive. [=cheap] ■ an inexpensive meal 

— in-ex-pen-sive-ly adv • Everything at that store is priced 
fairly inexpensively. 

in-ex-pe-rl-ence Ainik'spirijans/ noun [noncount] : lack of 
experience ■ He blames his mistakes on inexperience. 

— in-ex-pe-ri-enced /iimk'spirijanst/ adj [more most —] 
■ She’s an inexperienced driver. 

in-ex-pert /m'ekspM/ adj, formal : not skillful at doing 
something ■ an inexpert tailor • The painting looks to be fake 
to my inexpert [=untrained] eye. 

— in-ex-pert-ly adv ■ It was inexpertly painted, 
in-ex-pli-ca-ble /imik'splikabal, m'eksphkabal/ adj ‘ not 


able to be explained or understood ■ an inexplicable mystery 

• He had a series of seemingly inexplicable accidents. 

— in-ex-pli-ca-bly /.inik'splikabli, m'eksplikabli/ adv • The 
files have inexplicably disappeared. 

in-ex-press-ible Ainik'spresabal/ adj, somewhat formal 
: too strong or great to be expressed or described • inexpress¬ 
ible joy/pain 

— in-ex-press-ibly Ainik'spresabli/ adv ■ an inexpressibly 
sad story 

in ex-tre-mis Ainik'striimas/ adv, formal 

1 : at the point of death ■ a patient in extremis 

2 : in a very difficult situation ■ They are helping a family in 
extremis. 

in-ex-tri-ca-ble /,mik'stnkabal, m'ekstnkabal/ adj, formal 
: impossible to separate : closely joined or related ■ He ar¬ 
gues that there is an inextricable link between poverty and 
poor health. 

— in-ex-tri-ca-bly /,inik'stnkabli, m'ekstnkabli/ adv ■ He 
claims poverty is inextricably linked to poor health. • Our 
lives are bound inextricably with others. 

in-fal-li-ble /m'faelabal/ adj 

1 : not capable of being wrong or making mistakes : not fal¬ 
lible ■ I never claimed to be infallible. ■ an infallible memory 

2 : certain to work properly or succeed ■ There is no infalli¬ 
ble remedy to these problems. 

— in-fal-li-bil-i-ty /mjfaela'bilati/ noun [noncount] ■ I never 
made any claims of infallibility. — see also papal infalli¬ 
bility — in-fal-li-bly /m'faelabli/ adv ■ The computer pro¬ 
gram can infallibly identify each type of file. 

in-fa-moilS /'mfamas/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : well-known for being bad : known for evil acts or crimes 

* an infamous traitor ■ a city infamous for poverty and crime 

2 : causing people to think you are bad or evil ■ He commit¬ 
ted an infamous crime. ■ ( humorous ) We experienced some 
of the city’s infamous weather. 

— in-fa-mous-ly adv ■ an infamously shocking crime 
in-fa-my /'mfami/ noun, pi -mies 

1 [noncount] : the condition of being known for having done 
bad things or for being evil ■ He never escaped the infamy his 
crimes had earned him. • a day of infamy [=an infamous day; 
a day on which something very bad happened] 

2 [count] formal : an evil or terrible act — usually plural ■ 
The book recounts the infamies committed by the regime. 

in-fan-cy /'mfansi/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the first part of a child’s life : the time in your life when 
you are a baby ■ She was often sick during her infancy. ■ a 
skill developed in Infancy 

2 : a beginning : an early stage of development ■ She has 
been a member of the church since its infancy. ■ when the In¬ 
ternet was still In Its Infancy [=very new] 

1 infant /'mfant/ noun, pi -fants [count]: a very young child 
: BABY ■ The infant was healthy. ■ a study of health problems 
that can affect young infants ■ He showed us a picture of his 
infant daughter. 

2 infant adj, always used before a noun 

1 : made or suitable for babies ■ infant formula ■ an infant 
bathtub 

2 Brit : of, relating to, or for children between the ages of 
about four and seven ■ children attending infant school [=a 
school for young children] ■ She is an infant teacher. 

3 : very new and still developing • our infant steel industry ■ 
an infant navy 

in-fan-ti-cide /m'f£enta,said/ noun [noncount] : the act of 
killing a baby 

in-fan-tile /■mfan^ajal/ adj 

1 [more most — ] disapproving : annoying and childish 
: very silly in a way that is not appropriate or polite ■ His be¬ 
havior was infantile. ■ infantile jokes 

2 always used before a noun, medical : affecting babies or 
very young children • infantile diseases 

infantile paralysis noun [noncount] old-Jashioned : po¬ 
lio 

in-fan-try /'infantri/ noun : the part of an army that has sol¬ 
diers who fight on foot [noncount] He joined the infantry af¬ 
ter leaving school. ■ The infantry is coming, [plural] The in¬ 
fantry are coming. — compare CAVALRY 
in-fan-try-man /■mfantriman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ 
[count] : a soldier who is in the infantry 
in-fat-U-ated /m'fsetfajweitad/ adj : filled with foolish or 
very stiong love or admiration — usually + with ■ He was in¬ 
fatuated with his teacher. ■ She became infatuated with the 
charms of city life. 

in-fat-U-a-tion /m.fzetfaSveiJan/ noun, pi -tions : a feeling 
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of foolish or very strong love or admiration for someone or 
something f noncount ] The attraction he felt for her was just 
infatuation, not true love. ■ They condemn society’s infatua¬ 
tion with Hollywood. \count\ It was just an infatuation. ■ She 
had a series of frivolous infatuations with younger men. 
in-feet /in'fekt/ verb -fects; -fect-ed; -fect-ing [+ obj\ 

1 : to cause (someone or something) to become sick or af¬ 
fected by disease "If you’re sick you should stay home to 
avoid infecting other people in the office. ■ The virus has in¬ 
fected many people. ■ They were unable to prevent bacteria 
from infecting the wound. — often used as (be) infected ■ He 
way infected by a coworker. ■ He way infected with AIDS. 

2 a : to cause (someone) to feel an emotion — usually + with 

■ She has infected everyone with her enthusiasm. [=her enthu¬ 
siasm has made other people feel enthusiastic too] b of an 
emotion : to spread to (other people) ■ Her enthusiasm has 
infected everyone. 

3 of a computer virus : to cause (a computer or computer 
file) to stop working as it should ■ The virus has infected 
many computers. ■ All the computers in the office were in¬ 
fected by/with the same virus. 

infected adj 

1 a : containing germs that cause disease ■ an infected 
wound b : having a disease caused by germs ■ infected chil¬ 
dren 

2 : affected by a computer virus ■ an infected file/computer 
in-fec-tion /in'fek/an/ noun,pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : the act or process of infecting someone or 
something : the state of being infected ■ Poor hygiene can in¬ 
crease the danger of infection. ■ The wound has so far re¬ 
mained free of infection. ■ steps you can take to decrease 
your computer’s risk of infection 

2 [count] : a disease caused by germs that enter the body ■ vi¬ 
ral/bacterial infections ■ a painful ear infection 

in'feC'tiOUS /m'fekfas/ adj 

1 a : capable of causing infection ■ viruses and other infec¬ 
tious agents b [more most ~]: capable of being passed to 
someone else by genus that enter the body ■ an acute infec¬ 
tious illness ■ a highly infectious disease — compare CONTA¬ 
GIOUS C : suffering from a disease that can be spread to 
other people by germs ■ an infectious patient 

2 [more most ~] : capable of being easily spread to other 
people ■ Their enthusiasm was infectious. [= contagious] • She 
has an infectious grin. ■ infectious laughter 

— in-fec-tious-ly adv ■ infectiously cheerful/enthusiastic 
in-fer /in'fay verb -fers; -ferred; -fer-ring [+ obj] 

1 : to form (an opinion) from evidence : to reach (a conclu¬ 
sion) based on known facts ■ It’s difficult to infer how these 
changes will affect ordinary citizens. — often + from ■ She 
said she was pleased, but her true feelings could be inferred 
from the look of disappointment on her face. — often + that 

■ I inferred from his silence that he was angry about my deci¬ 
sion. — compare imply 

2 informal : to hint or suggest (something) : imply ■ Are you 
inferring that I’m wrong? Many people regard this use of 
infer as an error, but it occurs commonly in spoken English. 

in«fer*ence /'infarans/ noun, pi -enc-es 

1 [noncount] : the act or process of reaching a conclusion 
about something from known facts or evidence ■ Its exis¬ 
tence is only known by inference. 

2 [count]: a conclusion or opinion that is formed because of 
known facts or evidence ■ The program uses records of past 
purchases to make/draw inferences about what customers 
will buy in the future. • What inference can we draw from 
these facts? 

1 in-fe-ri-or /m'firija*/ adj 

1 : of poor quality : low or lower in quality ■ inferior goods/ 
materials/products ■ an inferior performer/performance ■ 
These pearls are of inferior quality. — often + to • These 
pearls are inferior (in quality) to others I have seen. 

2 : of little or less importance or value ■ They were consid¬ 
ered a socially inferior group. ■ He always felt inferior around 
his brother. — often + to ■ He always felt inferior to his 
brother. 

3 : low or lower in rank ■ The judges voted to overturn a rul¬ 
ing made by an inferior court. 

— in*fe-ri-or-i*ty /in.firi’orati/ noun [noncount] • the inferi¬ 
ority of the cheaper materials ■ He had a sense of social in¬ 
feriority among wealthy people. 

inferior noun, pi -ors [count] : a person of low rank or status 

■ She treated her employees as social inferiors. 

inferiority complex noun, pi ~~ -plexes [count] : a belief 


that you are less worthy or important than other people ■ His 
shyness is the result of an inferiority complex. 
in-fer-nal /in'fan]/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 literary : of or relating to hell • the infernal regions of the 
dead 

2 informal + old-fashioned : very bad or unpleasant • Stop 
making that infernal racket! ■ an infernal nuisance/pest 

— in-fer*naMy /in'fsHiJi/ adv ■ an infernally [= extremely ] dif¬ 
ficult problem 

in*fer«nO /in'fonou/ noun, pi -nos [count] : a very large and 
dangerous fire ■ By the time help arrived, the fire had grown 
to a raging inferno. 

in-fer-tile /in'fa^l/ adj : not fertile: such as a : not able to 
reproduce : not able to produce children, young animals, 
etc. ■ infertile married couples ■ an it\fertile man/woman b 
: not suited for raising crops : unable to support the growth 
of plants ■ infertile soil • infertile land/fields 

— in-fer-til-i-ty /in^'tilati/ noun [noncount] • male/female 
infertility • the infertility of the land 

in-fest /in'fest/ verb -fests; -fest-ed; -fest-ing [+ obj] of 
something harmful or unwanted : to be in or over (a place, an 
animal, etc.) in large numbers ■ Lice infested his scalp. — of¬ 
ten used as (be) infested • The area was infested with snakes/ 
insects. [=there was a very large number of snake/insects in 
the area] ■ The trees were infested by/with caterpillars. ■ a 
neighborhood ir\fested with crime ■ shark -infested waters 

— in-fes-ta-tion /.inife'steijan/ noun, pi -tions [count] an 
infestation of caterpillars [noncount] There were signs of 
insect infestation. 

in*fi*del /'infadj/ noun, pi -dels [count] disapproving : a per¬ 
son who does not believe in a religion that someone regards 
as the true religion ■ a holy war against the infidels 
in-fi-del-i-ty Anfa'dclati/ noun, pi -ties : the act or fact of 
having a romantic or sexual relationship with someone other 
than your husband, wife, or partner [noncount] She was 
convinced that her husband was guilty of infidelity, [count] 
He has admitted to a number of marital infidelities. 
in-field An,fi:ld/ noun, pi -fields [count] 

1 a : the part of a baseball field that includes the area within 
and around the three bases and home plate ■ He threw the 
ball across the infield. — often used before another noun ■ 
an infield grounder ■ an infield hit b : the part of a cricket 
field that is close to the wickets C : the players who are po¬ 
sitioned in the infield ■ The team has one of the best infields 
in the league. — compare outfield 

2 chiefly US : the area that a racetrack or running track goes 
around : the area inside a track 

— in-field-er Anjiddaf/ noun, pi -ers [count] US ■ a skillful 
infielder [=a baseball player who plays in the infield] 

in-fight-ing An,faitii 3 / noun [noncount] : fighting or dis¬ 
agreement among the members of a group or organization ■ 
political infighting 

in-fil-trate /in'fil,treit, 'infil,treit/ verb -trates; -trat-ed; 
-trat-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to secretly enter or join (something, such as a group or 
an organization) in order to get information or do harm ■ 
The gang was infiltrated by undercover agents. — sometimes 
used figuratively ■ An attitude of cynicism has infiltrated the 
staff. {=the staff has become cynical] b : to cause (some¬ 
one) to secretly enter or join a group, organization, etc. ■ At¬ 
tempts to infiltrate undercover agents into the gang have 
failed. 

2 technical : to pass into or through (something) ■ Water can 
easily infiltrate the soil. 

— in-fil-tra-tion /iinfil'treijan/ noun [noncount] ■ the infil¬ 
tration of undercover agents into the gang — in-fil-tra-tor 
/in'filitreita 1 , 'infi^treita 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] ■ The gang 
discovered an infiltrator among its members. 

in-fi-nite Anfanat/ adj 

1 : having no limits : endless ■ infinite space ■ an infinite se¬ 
ries of numbers 

2 : extremely large or great ■ She has infinite patience when 
she’s dealing with children. ■ There seemed to be an infinite 
number of possibilities. ■ an infinite variety of choices 

— in-fi-nite-ly adv ■ The universe is infinitely large. ■ infinite¬ 
ly subtle variations ■ an infinitely large number 

in-fin-i-tes-i-mal /in^ina'tesamal/ adj [more —; most ~] 
: extremely small ■ an infinitesimal moment in time ■ an in¬ 
finitesimal difference 

— in-fin-i-tes-i-mal-ly /in.fina'tesamali/ adv ■ an infinitesi¬ 
mally small difference 

in-fin-i-tive /in'finativ/ noun, pi -tives [count] grammar 




845 


infinity • influence 


: the basic form of a verb In English the infinitive form of 
a verb is usually used with to ("I asked him to go") except 
with modal verbs like should and could (“He should go”) and 
certain other verbs like see and hear ("I saw him go"). — see 
also SPLIT INFINITIVE 

— infinitive adj ■ an infinitive clause/form/phrase 

in-fin-i-ty /in'fingti/ noun 

1 [ noncount ] a : the quality of having no limits or end : the 
quality of being infinite ■ the infinity of space b : a space, 
amount, or period of time that has no limits or end ■ The 
view tapers off into infinity. • a series of numbers that contin¬ 
ues to infinity 

2 [singular]: a very great number or amount ■ The night sky 
was filled with an infinity of stars. ■ an infinity of choices 

in •firm fxn'izrmf adj [more most ~]: having a condition of 
weakness or illness that usually lasts for a long time and is 
caused especially by old age ■ The clinic provides free care 
for elderly and infirm people who lack health insurance. ■ 
mentally and physically infirm 

the infirm : people who are weak, ill, etc. : infirm people ■ 
providing care for the elderly and the infirm 
in-fir-ma-ry /in'famari/ noun, pi -ries [count] 

1 : a place where sick people stay and are cared for in a 
school, prison, summer camp, etc. ■ One of the students be¬ 
came ill and was sent to the infirmary. 

2 Brit : hospital — used especially in names ■ the Edin¬ 
burgh Royal infirmary 

in«fir*mi*ty /in'fainati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : the quality or state of being weak or ill espe¬ 
cially because of old age ■ In recent years she has had to re¬ 
duce her schedule because of age and infirmity. 

2 [count] : a disease or illness that usually lasts for a long 
time ■ the infirmities of old age 

in-flame /in'fleim/ verb -flames; -flamed; -flam-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 a : to cause (a person or group) to become angry or vio¬ 
lent ■ His angry speech inflamed the mob. b : to make 
(something) more active, angry, or violent ■ ideas that in¬ 
flame the imagination ■ His comments have inflamed an al¬ 
ready tense situation. ■ inflaming the passions of the mob 

2 : to cause (a part of your body) to grow sore, red, and 
swollen ■ a chemical that can inflame the skin 

inflamed adj [more most —] of a part of your body : sore, 
red, and swollen from disease, injury, etc. ■ an inflamed ap¬ 
pendix ■ inflamed skin 

in-flam-ma-ble /in'flaemabal/ afij [more most ~] 

1 : capable of being set on fire and of burning quickly 
: flammable ■ highly inflammable chemicals 

2 : easily excited or angered ■ an inflammable temper 
in-flam-ma-tion /jinfla'meijan/ noun, pi -tions : a condi¬ 
tion in which a part of your body becomes red, swollen, and 
painful [noncount] The drug is used to reduce inflammation, 
[count] a chronic inflammation ■ inflammations of the throat 
and ears 

in-flam-ma-tO-ry /in'flaema^ori, Brit in'flsematri/ adj 

1 medical : causing or having inflammation ■ inflammatory> 
diseases ■ chronic inflammatory conditions ■ She had an 
acute inflammatory reaction to the drug. — compare anti¬ 
inflammatory 

2 [more most ~]: causing anger ■ He incited the mob with 
an inflammatory speech. ■ inflammatory remarks/language 

in-flate /in'fleit/ verb -flates; -flat-ed; -flat-ing 

1 a [+ obj] : to add air or gas to (something, such as a tire or 

a balloon) and make it larger ■ We used a pump to inflate the 
raft. ■ inflate \=blow up] a balloon b [no obj] : to become 
larger by being filled with air or gas ■ The balloon slowly in¬ 
flated. -opposite DEFLATE 

2 [+ obj] a : to think or say that (something) is larger or 
more important than it really is ■ His memoirs inflate ^exag¬ 
gerate] his contributions to the war effort, b : to cause (a 
person’s ego, reputation, etc.) to become too large or great • 
All the publicity was inflating his ego. [=was making him too 
proud and conceited] 

3 : to increase prices, costs, etc., in a way that is not normal 
or expected [+ obj] Economists warn that rapid economic 
growth could inflate prices. ■ Increased competition has in¬ 
flated salaries among professional athletes, [no obj] Rapid 
economic growth may cause prices to inflate. 

— in-flat-able /in'fleitabal/ adj • an inflatable raft 

inflated adj 

1 : filled and made larger with air or gas ■ an inflated bal¬ 
loon/raft 


2 a : too large or high ■ He has an inflated opinion of his val¬ 
ue to the company. [=he thinks he is more valuable than he 
really is] ■ He has an inflated ego. [=he has an overly high 
opinion of himself] • a writer with an inflated reputation ■ in¬ 
flated [=exaggerated] claims of greatness b of language : too 
serious or fancy ■ an inflated style of writing ■ inflated [-over¬ 
blown] language 

3 of prices, wages, etc. : too high : increased to a level that is 
not normal or proper ■ She objects to the inflated salaries 
that many professional athletes now receive. ■ inflated prices 

in-fla-tion /in'fleijan/ noun [noncount] 

1 : an act of inflating something ■ the inflation of a balloon 
: the state of being inflated ■ It’s important to maintain prop¬ 
er tire inflation. [= pressure] 

2 : a continual increase in the price of goods and services ■ 
The government has been unable to control/reduce/curb in¬ 
flation. • The rate of inflation is high/low/rising. ■ The annual 
inflation rate is three percent. [=prices are rising three per¬ 
cent each year] ■ economic inflation 

in-fla-tion-ary /in'fleija.neri, Brit in’fleijanri/ adj 

1 : of or relating to economic inflation ■ inflationary theories 
■ inflationary increases 

2 [more most ~] : causing, experiencing, or affected by 
economic inflation : causing, experiencing, or affected by 
rising prices ■ He blames the bad economy on the govern¬ 
ment’s inflationary policies. ■ inflationary pressures ■ an infla¬ 
tionary environment/period 

in-flect /in'flekt/ verb -fleets; -flect-ed; -flect-ing gram¬ 
mar : to change the form of a word when using it in a partic¬ 
ular way [+ obj] Most nouns in English are inflected for plu¬ 
ral use by adding “-s” or “-es.” [no obj] Most nouns in 
English inflect for plural use by adding “-s” or ”-es.” ■ Most 
adjectives in English do not inflect for gender or number. 

— inflected adj [more most ~] • Some languages are 
more (highly) inflected than others. [=the words in some 
languages change their forms for different uses more than 
the words in other languages] ■ “Gone" and “went" are in¬ 
flected forms of the verb "go." 

in-flec-tion also Brit in-flex-ion /in'flckjan/ noun, pi 

-tions 

1 : a rise or fall in the sound of a person’s voice : a change in 
the pitch or tone of a person’s voice [noncount] She spoke 
with no inflection, [count] She read the lines with an up¬ 
ward/rising inflection. • vocal inflections 

2 grammar a [noncount] : a change in the form of a word 
that occurs when it has a particular use ■ Most English adjec¬ 
tives do not require inflection, b [count] : a form of a word 
that occurs when it has a particular use : an inflected form ■ 
“Gone" and “went” are inflections of the verb "go." C 
[count] : a part of a word (such as a suffix) that is used to 
change a word’s form for a particular use ■ English has fewer 
inflections than many other languages. 

— in-flec-tion-al also Brit in-flex-ion-al /in'flekjanl/ adj • 
inflectional rules/forms 

in-flex-i-ble /in'fleksabal/ adj [more most ~]: not flexi¬ 
ble: such as a : not easily influenced or persuaded ■ an in¬ 
flexible judge b : not easily bent or twisted ■ inflexible 
[=stiff] plastic C : not easily changed ■ inflexible laws/rules ■ 
an inflexible deadline/schedule 

— in-flex-i-bil-i-ty /injfleksa'bilati/ noun [noncount] • the in¬ 
flexibility of the schedule — in-flex-i-bly /in'fleksabli/ adv 

in-flict /in'flikt/ verb -flicts; -flict-ed; -flict-ing [+ obj] : to 
cause someone to experience or be affected by (something 
unpleasant or harmful) ■ These insects are capable of inflict¬ 
ing a painful sting. ■ inflict a wound ■ inflict pain/injury/pun¬ 
ishment/damage — often + on or upon ■ He shows no regret 
for the suffering he has inflicted on/upon these innocent peo¬ 
ple. ■ They continue to inflict their strange ideas about nutri¬ 
tion on/upon their children. 

— in-flic-tion /in'flikjan/ noun [noncount] ■ the infliction of 
a knife wound • the infliction of pain/guilt/humiliation 

in—flight /'in'flait/ adj, always used before a noun : made, 
done, or provided while you are flying in an airplane ■ an in¬ 
flight meal/movie 

in-flOW /'i^flou/ noun, pi -flows : a flow or movement of 
something into a place, organization, etc. [count] The cam¬ 
paign has seen a massive inflow of funds/money/cash in re¬ 
cent months, [noncount] The vents provide improved inflow 
of air/water. — opposite OUTFLOW 
1 in-flu-ence /'i^fluiwans/ noun, pi -enc-es 

1 : the power to change or affect someone or something 
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: the power to cause changes without directly forcing them 
to happen [noncount] Recent years have seen a decline in 
the company’s influence within the industry. ■ Her ideas have 
gradually gained influence in the company. • He used/wield¬ 
ed his influence to reform the company’s policies. ■ She was 
under the influence of drugs. [=she was affected by drugs] ■ 
He came under the influence of new ideas [=he was influ¬ 
enced by new ideas] when he went away to college. • She has 
remained under the influence of her parents. — often + on, 
upon , or over 9 She claims that her personal problems played/ 
had no/little influence upon her decision to resign. ■ His 
health problems may have had some influence on his deci¬ 
sion. ■ Her parents still have a great deal of influence over her. 
■ The chairman wields considerable influence over the 
board’s decisions, [singular] Her parents are concerned that 
her new friends may have a bad influence on her. ■ Emily 
Dickinson has had a major influence on his poetry. • His 
health problems had a big influence on his decision. ■ They 
exert a strong cultural/economic influence over their neigh¬ 
bors in the region. 

2 [count] : a person or thing that affects someone or some¬ 
thing in an important way ■ My parents have been major in¬ 
fluences in my life. ■ Emily Dickinson has been a major influ¬ 
ence on his poetry. ■ Her parents are concerned that her new 
friends may be a bad influence on her. ■ The decision was af¬ 
fected by outside influences. 

under the influence : affected by alcohol : drunk ■ He 
was arrested for driving under the influence. 
influence verb -ences; -enced; -enc-ing [+ obj] : to af¬ 
fect or change (someone or something) in an indirect but 
usually important way : to have an influence on (someone 
or something) ■ I was deeply/greatly influenced by my par¬ 
ents. ■ She claims that her decision to resign was not influ¬ 
enced by her personal problems. ■ No one knows how this 
decision will influence the outcome of the election. ■ He’s ac¬ 
cused of illegally attempting to influence the jury. — some¬ 
times followed by to + verb 9 No one knows what may have 
influenced them to commit these crimes, 
in-flu-en-tial Amflu'en/al/ odj [more most ~] : having 
the power to cause changes : having influence ■ She became 
an (enormously/extremely) influential critic/writer. ■ a high- 
ly/very influential book ■ His theories have become more in¬ 
fluential in recent years. ■ My parents have been the most in¬ 
fluential people in my life. — sometimes + in ■ She has been 
influential in establishing programs to help the poor. 

— in-flu-en-tial-ly /.influ'enfali/ adv 
in-flu-en-za Amflu'enza/ noun [noncount] medical : a com¬ 
mon illness that is caused by a virus and that causes fever, 
weakness, severe aches and pains, and breathing problems ■ 
patients suffering from influenza [-the flu] 
in-flllX /'m.flAks/ noun, pi -flux-es [count] 

1 : the arrival of a large number of people ■ The city is pre¬ 
paring for a large influx of tourists this summer. 

2 : the arrival or inward flow of a large amount of something 
(such as money) ■ The company has had a sudden influx of 
capital. 

in-fo /'mfou/ noun [noncount] informal : information • It 
contains a surprising amount of info for such a little book, 
in-fo-mer-cial /'mfot^ma-Jal/ noun, pi -cials [count] chiefly 
US : a television program that is a long advertisement and 
that usually includes people talking about and using the 
product that is being sold 

in-form /m'foam/ verb -forms; -formed; -form-ing 

1 ; to give information to (someone) [+ obj] The book will 
entertain and inform you. ■ The arresting officer failed to in¬ 
form the suspect of his rights. ■ He failed to inform the sus¬ 
pect that he had the right to remain silent. ■ We haven’t yet 
been informed of/about her decision. ■ Frequent reports 
from the battlefield kept the general informed about how the 
attack was progressing. ■ 1 am sorry to have to inform [=tell] 
you that your flight has been delayed, [no obj] The book will 
both entertain and inform. 

2 [+ obj] formal : to be or provide the essential quality of 
(something) : to be very noticeable in (something) ■ His 
Catholic upbringing informs all his writing. 

inform on also inform against [phrasal verb] inform on/ 
against (someone) : to give information about the secret 
or criminal activity of (someone) to the police ■ Despite 
pressure from the police he refused to inform on the other 
conspirators. 

UL-fajL-rnai /m'foamal/ odj [more most ~] : not formal: 
such as a : having a friendly and relaxed quality ■ an infor¬ 


mal party ■ We had an informal meeting over lunch. ■ an in¬ 
formal conversation ■ an informal writing style - He has an 
informal manner that puts people at ease, b : suited for or¬ 
dinary use when you are relaxing ■ informal clothes ■ an in¬ 
formal dining area c of language : relaxed in tone : not suit¬ 
ed for serious or official speech and writing ■ He spoke to 
them in informal Spanish/English. ■ The term is common in 
informal contexts. ■ informal language/speech/writing • an 
informal word d : done in a way that is not especially care¬ 
ful or scientific ■ He took an informal poll/survey among his 
coworkers. 

— in-for-mal-i-ty /m,foa i, m£el3ti/ noun [noncount] 9 She 
liked the easy/casual informality of his manner. — in-for- 
mal-ly /m'foa'mali/ adv 9 We met to discuss the situation 
informally. 9 speak/write informally 9 The word is used in¬ 
formally in this sense. ■ She was informally dressed in blue 
jeans. 

in-for-mant /m'fo^mant/ noun, pi -mants [count] 

1 : a person who gives information to the police about secret 
or criminal activities : informer ■ The police were alerted 
to the plot by a paid informant. 

2 technical : a person who gives information about his or her 
culture or language to a researcher ■ We learned the lan¬ 
guage with the help of a native informant. 

in-for-ma-tion /^f^'mei/an/ noun [noncount] 

1 : knowledge that you get about someone or something 
: facts or details about a subject ■ They’re working to collect/ 
gather information about the early settlers in the region. ■ 
The pamphlet provides a lot of information on/about/con- 
ceming recent changes to the tax laws. ■ detailed/specific in¬ 
formation 9 He gave the police false/misleading information 
about his background. ■ The conference will give us an op¬ 
portunity to exchange/share information with other re¬ 
searchers. ■ We can’t make a decision until we have more/ 
further/additional information. 9 The tests have not yet 
uncovered any new information. 9 I don’t like having to re¬ 
veal personal/private information when I fill in a job applica¬ 
tion. ■ He’s accused of withholding useful/valuable/vital in¬ 
formation. 9 My information is [=1 have been told, I 
understand] that he will be arriving early this evening. ■ We 
enclose a price list for your information. [=to provide you 
with information that we think will interest you] The 
phrase for your information is sometimes used informally in 
speech when responding to an annoying statement or ques¬ 
tion by someone who has accused or blamed you wrongly. ■ 
“Are these the best tickets you could get?” "For your infor¬ 
mation, I had to stand in line for two hours to get these!” 

2 US : a service that telephone users can call to find out the 
telephone number for a specified person or organization 
: directory assistance ■ I couldn't remember his number 
so I had to call information. 

— in-for-ma-tion-al /^f^'mei/an]/ adj 9 an informational 
brochure ■ informational books 

information superhighway noun 
the information superhighway : the Internet ■ He claims 
he can find out anything he needs to know on the informa¬ 
tion superhighway. 

in-for-ma-tive /m'foamativ/ adj [more most ~]: provid¬ 
ing information ■ a highly/very/most informative book 
in-formed /m'fo^md/ adj 

1 : having information ■ Informed sources told us of the new 
policy. • fully informed citizens/consumers/voters ■ Please 
keep me informed on any changes. [=please tell me about 
any changes when they happen] 

2 : based on information ■ We need to spend more time re¬ 
searching our options so that we can make an informed 
choice/decision. — see also informed guess at 2 guess 

informed consent noun [singular] medical : a formal 
agreement that a patient signs to give permission for a medi¬ 
cal procedure (such as surgery) after having been told about 
the risks, benefits, etc. 

in-form-er /m'fowna/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who 
gives information to the police about secret or criminal ac¬ 
tivities ■ He worked for the police/govemment as a paid in¬ 
former. [= informant] 

in-fo-tain-ment /iinfou'temmant/ noun [noncount]: televi¬ 
sion programs that present information (such as news) in a 
way that is meant to be entertaining 

in-frac-tion /m'fraskfan/ noun, pi -tions [count] formal 
: an act that breaks a rule or law : violation ■ He was pe¬ 
nalized for an infraction of the rules. = He was penalized for 
a rules infraction. 9 a minor traffic infraction 
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in-fra dig /'mfre'dig/ am, chiefly Brit : not appropriate for a 
person’s social position : beneath someone’s dignity ■ Isn’t it 
a bit infra dig to go to a launderette when you can afford a 
washing machine of your own? 
in*fra-red Amfra'red/ adj, technical : producing or using 
rays of light that cannot be seen and that are longer than 
rays that produce red light ■ infrared radiation/beams • infra¬ 
red photography 

in-fra-Struc-ture /'mfra^trAktfa 1 / noun, pi -tures : the ba¬ 
sic equipment and structures (such as roads and bridges) 
that are needed for a country, region, or organization to 
function properly [ noncount ] More money is needed to save 
the crumbling infrastructure of the nation’s rural areas. ■ We 
need to spend more money on maintaining and repairing in¬ 
frastructure. [count} town/city infrastructures 

— in*fra*struc*tur*al /'mfrc^strAktfaral/ adj ■ infrastructural 
maintenance and repair 

in*fre*quent /m'frkkwant/ adj [more most ~] : not hap¬ 
pening often : not frequent ■ an infrequent event ■ We made 
infrequent stops/visits along the way. ■ Problems with the 
network have become a not infrequent occurrence. [=have 
become a rather frequent occurrence] 

— infrequency noun [noncount] ■ She complained about 
the infrequency of her son’s visits. (=she complained be¬ 
cause her son did not visit her often] — in-fre*quent*ly 
adv ■ a word that is infrequently used ■ an error not infre¬ 
quently made [=an error rather frequently made] by begin¬ 
ners 

in-fringe /m'fnncfe/ verb -fringes; -fringed; -fringing 

1 : to do something that does not obey or follow (a rule, law, 
etc.) [+ obj] infringe [-violate] a treaty/patent ■ They claim 
that his use of the name infringes their copyright, [no obj\ 
C chiefly US) — + on or upon ■ They claim that his use of the 
name infringes on their copyright. 

2 : to wrongly limit or restrict (something, such as another 
person’s rights) [+ obj\ Her rights must not be infiinged. [no 
obj] — + on or upon ■ He argues that the proposed law in¬ 
fringes upon our guaranteed right of free speech. 

— in-fringe-ment /m'frincfcmant/ noun,pi -ments [count] 
repeated infringements of our rights [ noncount ] He faces 
charges of copyright infringement. — in-fring-er noun, pi 
-ers [count] ■ a copyright infringer 

in-fu-ri-ate /m'fjari^it/ verb -ates; -at*ed; -at-lng [+ obj] 
: to make (someone) very angry : to make (someone) furi¬ 
ous • His arrogance infuriates me! = It infuriates me that he is 
so arrogant! ■ I was infuriated by his arrogance. 

— infuriated adj [more most ~] ■ The sales clerk was be¬ 

ing shouted at by an infuriated customer. — infuriating 
acfj [more most —] ■ He has an infuriating habit of ignor¬ 

ing me. - in-fu-ri-at*ing*ly /m'fjar^eitirjli/ adv • an infu¬ 
riatingly arrogant man 

in-fuse /m'fju:z/ verb -fus-es; -fused; -fusing 

1 [+ obj] a : to cause (a person or thing) to be filled with 
something (such as a quality) ■ She has infused her followers 
with confidence, b : to cause (something, such as a quality) 
to be added or introduced into a person or thing ■ He has 
found ways to infuse new energy into his performances. • She 
has infused confidence into her followers. ■ His work is in¬ 
fused with anger. 

2 : to allow something (such as tea or herbs) to stay in a liq¬ 
uid (such as hot water) in order to flavor the liquid [no obj] 
The tea should be allowed to infuse for several minutes. [+ 
obj] You should infuse the tea for several minutes. 

in-fu-sion /m'fju:33n/ noun, pi -sions 

1 [count] : the addition of something (such as money) that is 
needed or helpful ■ The company has received an infusion of 
cash/capital/funds. = There has been an infusion of cash/ 
capital/funds into the company. ■ Her ideas have brought a 
new infusion of vitality to the organization. 

2 a [count] : a drink made by allowing something (such as 
tea) to stay in a liquid (such as hot water) : a drink made by 
infusing something ■ a strong infusion of tea ■ herbal infu¬ 
sions b [noncount]: the act of infusing something ■ a medic¬ 
inal drink made by infusion of herbs 

1 - ing /irj, in/ verb suffix or adj suffix — used to form the 
present participle of a verb ■ sailing ■ going 

2 - ing noun suffix 

1 : action or process ■ running ■ sleeping ■ meeting ■ drawing ■ 
washing 

2 : product or result of an action or process ■ a painting ■ an 
engraving 

3 : something used in or connected with making or doing (a 


specified thing) ■ bedding ■ roofing ■ scaffolding 
in-ge*nious /m'cfciinjas/ adj [more most ~] : very smart 
or clever : having or showing ingenuity • The book has an in¬ 
genious plot. ■ an ingenious device/plan/solution ■ an inge¬ 
nious person ■ She was ingenious at finding ways to work 
more quickly. ■ It was ingenious of him to arrange the sched¬ 
ule so precisely. 

— in-ge-nious-iy adv • an ingeniously clever design/solu¬ 
tion 

in-ge-nue ( US) or in-g€-nue /'amcfea.nu:, 'aincfea.nu:, Brit 
'£en33,nju:/ noun, pi -nues [count] : an innocent girl or 
young woman ■ In her latest film she plays the part of an in¬ 
genue. 

in-ge*nu-ity Amcfoa'nuiwati, Brit ^cfca'njuiwati/ noun, pi 

-ities 

1 [noncount] : skill or cleverness that allows someone to 
solve problems, invent things, etc. ■ She showed amazing in¬ 
genuity in finding ways to cut costs. ■ It will take consider¬ 
able/much/some ingenuity to fix these problems. 

2 [count] : a clever device or method ■ musical ingenuities 
in-gen*U*OUS /m'cfeenjawas/ adj [more most ~]: having 

or showing the innocence, trust, and honesty that young 
people often have ■ an appealingly ingenuous young woman/ 
man ■ an ingenuous smile/response — compare disingenu¬ 
ous 

— in»gen*u*ous*ly adv ■ smiling ingenuously — in-gen-u- 
ous* ness noun [noncount] 

in-gest /m'cfeest/ verb -gests; -gest-ed; -gest-ing [+ obj] 
: to take (something, such as food) into your body : to swal¬ 
low (something) ■ The drug is more easily ingested in pill 
form. — sometimes used figuratively ■ She ingested ^ab¬ 
sorbed] large amounts of information very quickly. 

— in*ges*tion /m'cfeestfan/ noun [noncount] ■ the ingestion 
of food/alcohol 

in*gle*nook /'iqgal.nuk/ noun, pi -nooks [count] chiefly 
Brit : a space with a seat by the side of a large open fireplace 
in-glo-ri*OUS /m'glorijas/ adj [more most ~] literary 
: causing shame or disgrace ■ an inglorious [-disgraceful] de¬ 
feat/failure ■ His command came to an inglorious [-^shame¬ 
ful] end when he surrendered the fort. 

— ln*glo*ri*ous*ly adv • His command ended ingloriously. 
irvgot /‘iijgat/ noun, pi -gots [count] : a solid piece of metal 

that has been formed into a particular shape (such as a 
brick) so that it is easy to handle or store ■ gold ingots 
in«grained /'n^gremd/ adj [more most ~]: existing for a 
long time and very difficult to change : firmly established ■ 
an ingrained habit/tradition ■ These attitudes are very deeply 
ingrained in the culture. 

in-grate /'n^greit/ noun, pi -grates [count] formal: a per¬ 
son who does not show proper appreciation or thanks for 
something : an ungrateful person ■ a spoiled ingrate 
in-gra-ti-ate /m'greifi,eit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-lng [+ 
obj] often disapproving : to gain favor or approval for (your¬ 
self) by doing or saying things that people like — usually + 
with ■ She has tried to ingratiate herself with voters by prom¬ 
ising a tax cut. 

ingratiating adj [more most ~] often disapproving : in¬ 
tended to gain someone’s favor or approval ■ an ingratiating 
smile/manner 

— In*gra*ti*at*ing*ly adv ■ smiling ingratiatingly 
in-grat-i-tude /m'grseta^uid, Brit m‘gr£et3,tju:d/ noun 

[noncount] : lack of proper appreciation or thanks for some¬ 
thing (such as a kind or helpful act) : lack of gratitude ■ He 
was hurt by his friends’ ingratitude, [-ungratefulness] ■ an act 
of ingratitude 

in-are-di-ent /m'griidijant/ noun, pi -ents [count] 

1 : one of the things that are used to make a food, product, 
etc. • He uses only the finest/freshest ingredients in his cook¬ 
ing. ■ the ingredients of a salad ■ the ingredients in/of the soap 

2 : a quality or characteristic that makes something possible 
■ Honesty is an essential ingredient of/for a successful mar¬ 
riage. ■ The show has all the ingredients needed to attract a 
large audience. 

in-gress /'migres/ noun [noncount] formal: a way to enter a 
place or the act of entering a place : entrance ■ Ingress to 
and egress from the freeway were made difficult by the con¬ 
struction. — compare egress 

in-ground /'m,graund/ adj, always used before a noun, US 
: located in the ground : not built above the ground ■ an in- 
ground swimming pool — compare aboveground, un¬ 
derground 
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in—group /'in,gru:p/ noun, pi -groups [count] usually dis¬ 
approving : a small group of people who share a particular 
interest or activity and who do not allow other people to join 
their group 

in*groW*ing /'in^rowirj/ adj, always used before a noun, 
Brit: ingrown ■ an ingrowing toenail 
in*grown /'m,groun/ adj : having a tip or edge that has 
grown back into the flesh ■ an ingrown toenail/hair 
in-hab’it /in'hsebat/ verb -its; -it«ed; -it*ing [+ obj] 

1 : to live in (a place) : to have a home in (a place) ■ Several 
hundred species of birds inhabit the island. ■ This part of the 
country is inhabited by native tribes. ■ The island is no longer 
inhabited. [=no people live there] 

2 : to be present in (something) ■ There is a romantic quality 
that inhabits all her paintings. ■ The novel is inhabited by a 
cast of eccentric characters. 

— in-hab-it-able /in'haebatabal/ adj ■ The house is in such 
poor condition that it’s barely inhabitable. 

in-hab*it»ant /in'hcebatant/ noun, pi -ants [count] : a per¬ 
son or animal that lives in a particular place ■ The city has 
more than a million inhabitants, [-residents] 
in-hal-ant /in'heilant/ noun, pi -ants [count] medical : a 
medicine or illegal drug that is breathed into the lungs ■ The 
medicine is now available as an inhalant. 
in*hale /m'heil/ verb -hales; -haled; -halting 

1 : to breathe in [+ obj] This medicine can now be inhaled. • 
She inhaled the fresh country air. [no obj] He inhaled deeply 
and exhaled slowly, trying to relax. — opposite EXHALE 

2 [+ obj] US, informal : to eat or drink (something) very 
quickly ■ After inhaling their dinner, the children ran out the 
door without even saying goodbye. 

— in-ha-la-tion /^nha'leijan/ noun, pi -tions [count, non¬ 
count] ■ (an) inhalation of chemical fumes ■ Several survi¬ 
vors of the fire are suffering from smoke inhalation. [=a se¬ 
rious injury caused by breathing a lot of smoke] 

in-hal-er /in'heila 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] medical : a device 
used for inhaling a medicine 
in-here /in'hi^/ verb -heres; -hered; -her-ing 
inhere in [phrasal verb] inhere in (someone or something) 
formal : to be a natural part of (someone or something) ■ 
He believes that liberty inheres in [=(more commonly) is 
inherent in] humanity as a natural right. ■ Does selfishness 
inhere in each of us? 

in*her«ent /m'hirant, in'herant/ adj, formal : belonging to 
the basic nature of someone or something ■ He has an inher¬ 
ent sense of fair play. ■ She believes strongly in the inherent 
[-fundamental, natural] goodness of all people. — often + in 
■ She believes that goodness is inherent in all people. ■ There 
are a number of problems inherent in the design/plan. 

— in*her-ent-ly adv ■ Are people inherently good? ■ There is 
nothing inherently illegal about what he did. 

in*her-it /in'herat/ verb -its; -it-ed; -it-ing [+ obj ] 

1 : to receive (money, property, etc.) from someone when 
that person dies ■ She inherited the family business from her 
father. — compare disinherit 

2 a biology : to have (a characteristic, disease, etc.) because 
of the genes that you get from your parents when you are 
bom ■ Baldness is inherited from the mother’s side of the 
family. ■ She inherited her father’s deep blue eyes, b : to get 
(a personal quality, interest, etc.) because of the influence or 
example of your parents or other relatives ■ She inherited a 
love of baseball/cooking from her dad. 

3 a : to receive (something) from someone who had it previ¬ 
ously • When my brother left for college, I inherited his old 
computer, b : to have to deal with (a situation, problem, 
etc.) when you take a job or position that someone else had 
before you ■ The company’s new president will inherit some 
complicated legal problems. ■ When the coach quit, her assis¬ 
tant inherited a last-place team. 

— in>her>it>able /m'heratabal/ adj ■ an inheritable disease 
— inherited adj ■ an inherited estate ■ inherited [= heredi¬ 
tary] | titles ■ an inherited disease/disorder — in«her-i-tor 
/in'herat^/ noun, pi -tors [count] • inheritors of the estate ■ 
The new coach is an inheritor of a great team legacy. ■ in¬ 
heritors of a longtime family tradition 

in*her*i‘tance /in'heratans/ noun, pi -tanc«es 

1 [count] : money, property, etc., that is received from some¬ 
one when that person dies ■ She began her own business with 
the inheritance she got from her grandfather. ■ He left sizable 
inheritances to his children. ■ an inheritance tax [=a tax on in¬ 
herited property or money] 

2 [singular] : something from the past that is still important 


or valuable ■ The buildings are part of the city’s architectural 
inheritance. ■ our cultural inheritance 

3 [noncount] : the act of inheriting something ■ the inheri¬ 
tance of an estate ■ the inheritance of a genetic trait 
in*hib*it /in'hibat/ verb -its; -it«ed; -it-ing [+ obj ] 

1 : to keep (someone) from doing what he or she wants to do 
■ You shouldn’t allow fear of failure to inhibit you. ■ He was 
inhibited by modesty. ■ Fear can inhibit people from express¬ 
ing their opinions. 

2 : to prevent or slow down the activity or occurrence of 
(something) • drugs that are used to inhibit infection ■ Strict 
laws are inhibiting economic growth. 

— in-hib-i-tor /in'hibata*/ noun, pi -tors [count] ■ a powerful 
inhibitor of infection ■ a growth inhibitor 

inhibited adj [more most ~] : unable to express thoughts 
and feelings freely ■ She wanted to feel less inhibited. ■ a shy, 
inhibited child — opposite uninhibited 
in*hi-bi*tion /^nha'bijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : a nervous feeling that prevents you from expressing your 
thoughts, emotions, or desires [count] — usually plural ■ Af¬ 
ter a few drinks, he lost his inhibitions. ■ a release/relaxation 
of inhibitions • She seems to have no inhibitions about stating 
her opinion, [noncount] She laughed loudly and without in¬ 
hibition. ■ a loss of inhibition 

2 [noncount] technical: the act of preventing or slowing the 
activity or occurrence of something ■ inhibition of muscle 
growth 

in-hOS‘pi*ta*ble /^nha'spitabal, in'haispitabal/ adj [more 
most ~] : not hospitable: such as a : not generous and 
friendly to guests or visitors ■ It’s very inhospitable of him to 
be so rude to strangers. — often + to ■ He was inhospitable to 
his guests, b : having an environment where plants, ani¬ 
mals, or people cannot live or grow easily ■ an inhospitable 
[-barren] desert/habitat — often + to ■ soil inhospitable to 
plant growth C : not ready or willing to accept or consider 
something — usually + to • a person/company known for be¬ 
ing inhospitable [= closed] to new ideas 
in—house /'in,haus/ adj, usually used before a noun : creat¬ 
ed, done, or existing within a company or organization ■ in- 
house testing ■ an in-house investigation/adviser 

— in—house adv • All the testing was done in-house. 
in*hu-man /in'hjuiman/ adj [more most ~] 

1 a : very fierce or cruel ■ inhuman [=savage] punishment • a 
brutally inhuman tyrant ■ the most inhuman deeds/crimes 
b : having or showing no interest in individual people or 
their feelings : lacking emotional warmth ■ an inhuman 
[= impersonal] bureaucracy 

2 : not good enough for people to use or live in : extremely 
poor, dirty, or unhealthy ■ inhuman living conditions 

3 : unlike what might be expected from a human being ■ He 
let out an inhuman moan. ■ She had an almost inhuman de¬ 
sire to succeed. — compare nonhuman, subhuman 

— in*hu*man-ly adv ■ an inhumanly cruel punishment 
in*hu-mane Ainhjui'mein ! adj [more most ~] : not kind 

or gentle to people or animals : not humane ■ the inhumane 
[=cruel] treatment of prisoners 

— in*hu»mane-ly adv ■ treating the animals inhumanely 
in-hu-man*i-ty /^nhjui'maenati/ noun [noncount] : the 

quality or state of being cruel to other people or to animals ■ 
She cannot understand man’s inhumanity to man. [=she can¬ 
not understand why people treat each other in a cruel way] ■ 
the inhumanity [= brutality ] of war 
in-im*i"Cal /I'mmikal/ adj [more most —] formal 

1 : likely to cause damage or have a bad effect : harmful 

— usually + to ■ habits inimical to health ■ Dry conditions 
can be inimical to plant life. 

2 : not friendly ■ the judge’s inimical glare 
in-im-i*ta-ble /I'mmatabal/ adj • impossible to copy or imi¬ 
tate ■ She delivered the speech in her own inimitable 
[=unique] style. 

in*iq*lli a tOUS /I'nikwstas/ adj [more most ~] formal 
: very unfair or evil ■ an iniquitous deed/war 
in-iq-ui-ty /I'mkwati/ noun, pi -ties formal 

1 [noncount] : the quality of being unfair or evil ■ a system 
plagued by corruption and iniquity [injustice] ■ a notorious 
den of iniquity [=a place where immoral things are done] 

2 [count] : something that is unfair or evil ■ the iniquities of 

slavery _ 

| Do not confuse iniquity with inequity. ] 

1 initial /I'nijal/ adj, always used before a noun : occurring at 
the beginning of something ■ The symptoms are mild in the 
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initial [=early] stages of the disease. ■ Her initial [=first\ reac¬ 
tion was to say no, but she eventually agreed to help. 

— ini'tiaMy /I'ni/ali/ adv • The reason I initially [=originally] 
came here was to find work. * It turned out that the situa¬ 
tion was not as serious as we had initially believed. • Initial¬ 
ly [=atfirst], the symptoms are mild. 

initial noun, pi -tials 

1 [count] : a first letter of a name • President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt’s middle initial stood for "Delano.” 

2 initials [plural] : the first letters of each of a person’s 
names ■ She put her initials on each page of the contract. ■ 
The initials F.D.R. stood for “Franklin Delano Roosevelt." 

3 initial verb -tials; US- tialed or Brit- tialled; f/5-tial-ing or 
Brit -tial-Iing [+ obf]: to mark (something) with your initials 

■ She initialed each page of the contract. 

initial public offering noun, pi ~ -ings [count]: the first 
sale of a company’s stock to the public : ipo 
1 ini«ti*ate /I'm/i.eit/ verb -ates; -at*ed; -at-ing [+ obf] 

1 formal : to cause the beginning of (something) : to start or 
begin (something) ■ initiate a new project ■ Doctors have ini¬ 
tiated a series of tests to determine the cause of the problem. 

■ The company initiated judicial proceedings against them. 

2 : to formally accept (someone) as a member of a group or 
organization usually in a special ceremony ■ The new re¬ 
cruits will be initiated tomorrow night. ■ He was initiated into 
a secret society. 

3 : to teach (someone) the basic facts or ideas about some¬ 
thing — usually + into ■ They initiated her into the ways of 
the corporate world. 

— ini*ti*a*tor /I'm/i.eita 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] ■ the initia¬ 
tor of the project 

2 ini*tiate /I'nijijst/ noun, pi -tiates [count] : a person who is 
being formally accepted or who has been formally accepted 
as a member of a group or oiganization ■ These secrets are 
known only to a small group of initiates. 
ini*ti«a*tion /i.niji'eijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 a [noncount] : the process of being formally accepted as a 
member of a group or organization : the process of being 
initiated • his initiation as a member of the club — often + 
into ■ her initiation into the sorority b [count] : a ceremony 
or series of actions that makes a person a member of a group 
or organization ■ crimes committed as part of gang initia¬ 
tions ■ an initiation rite/ritual 

2 [noncount] : the act of starting something : the beginning 
of something • the initiation of therapy ■ the initiation of judi¬ 
cial^ proceedings 

ini»tia«tiye /I'mjativ/ noun, pi -tives 

1 the Initiative : the power or opportunity to do something 
before others do ■ If you want to meet her, you’re going to 
have to take the Initiative and introduce yourself. ■ The com¬ 
pany has the opportunity to seize the Initiative by getting its 
new products to the market before its competitors. ■ By fail¬ 
ing to get its products to the market on schedule, the compa¬ 
ny has lost the initiative (to its competitors). 

2 [noncount] : the energy and desire that is needed to do 
something ■ She has ability but lacks initiative, [-drive] If 
you do something on your own initiative, you do it because 
you choose to, not because someone has told you to do it. ■ 
I'm doing this on my own initiative. [=because I want to] -v* If 
you use your (own) Initiative, you decide for yourself what to 
do instead of waiting to be told by someone else. ■ You 
should use your own initiative to come up with a solution. 

3 [count] : a plan or program that is intended to solve a prob¬ 
lem ■ The governor has proposed a new initiative to improve 
conditions in urban schools. ■ anti-poverty initiatives 

ioject /in'cfeekt/ verb -jects; -ject*ed; -jecMng [+ obf] 

1 a : to force a liquid medicine or drug into someone or 
something by using a special needle — often + into ■ The 
medicine is injected directly into the muscle. — often + with ■ 
The patients were injected with the vaccine, b : to force (a 
liquid) into something — usually + into • inject fuel into an 
engine — sometimes used in combination ■ a i\ie\-injected 
engine 

2 a : to add (something) to something : to introduce (a par¬ 
ticular quality) into something ■ She told a few jokes to inject 
a little humor into her speech. ■ We need to inject some life 
into this party, b : to provide or add (something needed, 
such as money) — + into ■ Several wealthy investors have in¬ 
jected money into the project. 

— ln-jec*tor /in'tfcekta'/ noun, pi -tors [count] ■ a fuel injec¬ 
tor 

in«jec*tion /in'cfeEkJan/ noun, pi -tions 


1 : the act or process of forcing a liquid medicine or drug 
into someone or something by using a special needle [non¬ 
count] The medicine cannot be taken orally; it must be giv¬ 
en/administered by injection, [count] Nurses give the injec¬ 
tions. ■ an injection of a painkiller 

2 ; the act or process of forcing a liquid into something 
[noncount] an engine with fuel injection [=a system that in¬ 
jects fuel directly into the cylinders of an engine] [count] in¬ 
jections of fuel 

3 [count] : the addition of something (such as money) that is 
needed to support something ■ The struggling company 
needed an injection of cash. 

in—joke /'in,ckouk/ noun, pi -jokes [count] : a joke that is 
only understood by a particular group of people 

in*jll*di*CiOUS /.incfeuMiJas/ adj [more most ~] formal 
: not having or showing good judgment : not sensible or ju¬ 
dicious ■ an injudicious [=unwise] lawsuit ■ He made several 
injudicious comments to the press. 

- in-ju-di-cious-ly adv 

in-junc-tion /in'cfeAgkJ'an/ noun, pi -tions [count] law ; an 
order from a court of law that says something must be done 
or must not be done ■ The group has obtained an injunction 
to prevent the demolition of the building. — often + against • 
The court has issued/granted an injunction against the strike. 

injure /'incfea■/ verb -jures; -jured; -jurying [+ obf] : to 
harm or damage (someone or something) ■ She fell and in¬ 
jured herself. ■ She fell and slightly injured her arm. • The 
criticism injured [=wounded] his pride. ■ The scandal has in¬ 
jured [=tamished] her reputation. ■ Several people were bad¬ 
ly/seriously/critically injured in the accident. ■ He believes 
that the tax will injure [=hurt] small businesses. 

synonyms injure, hurt, harm, damage, and impair 
mean to cause something or someone to no longer be 
healthy or in good condition. INJURE is usually used when 
the body of a person or animal has been harmed by some¬ 
thing, such as an accident. ■ Two people were badly injured 
in the accident. ■ She injured her muscle/leg while running. 
hurt and harm are both often used to mean the same 
thing as injure, but hurt often emphasizes physical or 
emotional pain. ■ He hurt his back and was unable to walk 
for a week. ■ I was hurt by their unkind remarks, harm 
often emphasizes a bad change in health. ■ The plant is poi¬ 
sonous to humans but will not harm deer, damage is of¬ 
ten used when something loses value or becomes less use¬ 
ful. ■ The table was damaged in shipping. ■ fruit trees 
damaged by frost ■ Very loud music may damage your 
ears, impair suggests that something has been made 
weaker or worse. ■ a disease that impairs memory/vision ■ 
Years of smoking had impaired his health. 

injured adj 

1 [more most ~] : suffering from an injury : physically 
hurt or harmed ■ An ambulance took the injured boy to the 
hospital. ■ Her severely/badly injured arm took a long time to 
heal. ■ One of the players is injured. 

2 always used before a noun a law : having been treated un¬ 
fairly ■ A lawsuit is being filed on behalf of the injured party/ 
person, b : showing a feeling that you have been treated 
unfairly or insulted in some way ■ He gave her an injured 
look. 

the injured : injured people ■ The injured were treated at a 
nearby hospital. 

in«ju*ri*OUS /in'cfeurijas/ adj [more most —] formal 
: causing injury : harmful ■ injurious behavior ■ The deci¬ 
sion has had an injurious effect. — often + to ■ behavior inju¬ 
rious to others 

— in*ju*ri‘OUS*ly adv ■ They have been injuriously affected 
by the decision. 

in«ju-ry /'incfeari/ noun, pi -ries : harm or damage : an act 
or event that causes someone or something to no longer be 
fully healthy or in good condition [noncount] Hikers need to 
take sensible precautions to prevent injury. ■ She’s concerned 
about the risk of injuty to her reputation. ■ The team has 
been weakened by illness and injury. ■ Careless use of these 
tools can cause serious bodily injury. • She survived the acci¬ 
dent without injury. ■ an athlete who is injury-prone [=an ath¬ 
lete who is frequently injured] [count] She fell and suffered 
an injury to her arm. ■ His athletic career has been slowed by 
injuries. ■ minor/serious/severe injuries 
add Insult to injury see 2 insult 

do yourself an Injury chiefly Brit: to hurt yourself : to be¬ 
come injured because of your own actions ■ If you keep on 
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lifting those heavy weights, you’ll do yourself an injury. 
injury time noun [ noncount] Brit : time that is added at the 
end of a game of hockey, soccer, etc., because of time lost 
when players are injured 

in-jus-tice /m'cfeAstas/ noun, pi -tic-es : unfair treatment 
: a situation in which the rights of a person or a group of 
people are ignored [noncount] The organization is devoted 
to fighting economic/racial/social injustice. ■ protection 
against injustice [count] the injustices of apartheid • The law 
is part of an effort to correct an old injustice. ■ He suffered a 
great/terrible injustice [=wrong] at their hands. 
do (someone or something) an injustice : to treat (some¬ 
one or something) in an unfair way • They did her a great/ 
terrible/grave injustice by not allowing her to file a com¬ 
plaint. ■ I think you do the book an injustice when you call 
it “trash.” ■ The weak punishment does an injustice to the 
criminal’s victims. 

1 ink /'iqk/ noun, pi inks 

1 : colored liquid that is used for writing or printing [non- 
count] Fill out the form using blue or black ink. • The printer 
is out of ink. • pen and ink drawings/sketches [count] We’re 
using four different inks for this poster. 

2 [noncount] US slang : public attention : publicity ■ Her 
exploits have been getting a lot of ink lately. [=there have 
been many newspaper stories about her exploits lately] 

3 [noncount] biology : the black liquid that is used by some 
sea creatures for protection ■ squid ink 

- see also red ink 

2 ink verb inks; inked; inkling [+ obj] 

1 : to put ink on (something) ■ ink the printing block 

2 US, informal a : to sign (a document) to show that you 
accept or agree with what is written on it ■ They just inked a 
new partnership agreement/deal, b : to hire (someone) to 
do something by having that person sign a contract ■ The 
team has inked [= signed] both players to a new contract. 
ink in [phrasal verb] ink in (something) or ink (something) in 

: to write or draw (something) in ink ■ She carefully inked 
in the letters. 

in—kind /'m'kaind/ adj, always used before a noun, US 
: made up of something other than money ■ The charity also 
accepts in-kind donations such as food or clothing, 
ink—jet printer noun,pi -ers [count] computers : a print¬ 

er that works by spraying small drops of ink onto paper 

— compare laser printer 

in*kling /'irjklir)/ noun, pi -klings [count] : a slight, uncer¬ 
tain idea about something : a slight amount of knowledge 
about something — usually singular ■ I didn’t have an inkling 
[=clue] of what it all meant. • Nothing gave me any inkling 
that it would happen. 

ink pad noun, pi ~ pads [count] : a piece of soft material 
that is soaked with ink and used to get ink onto a rubber 
stamp 

ink-well /'igk,wel/ noun, pi -wells [count] : a small contain¬ 
er in the surface of a desk that was used in the past for hold¬ 
ing ink 

inky /'njki/ acjj 

1 literary : very dark or black like ink ■ the inky blackness/ 
darkness of the sea 

2 : made dirty by ink ■ inky hands 
in-laid /'m'leid/ adj 

1 : set into the surface of something in a decorative pattern ■ 
inlaid designs/marble 

2 : decorated with an inlaid design ■ an inlaid box/tabletop 
1 in-land /'mikend/ adv : in, into, or toward the middle of a 

country : away from the coast ■ They traveled inland from 
the sea. ■ They live inland about three miles. 

2 inland adj [more most ~]: of, relating to, or in the part of 
a country that is away from the coast or boundaries ■ inland 
transportation routes ■ an inland sea 
Inland Revenue noun 

the Inland Revenue : the department of the British govern¬ 
ment that is responsible for collecting taxes — compare 

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 

in—law /'m,la:/ noun, pi -laws [count]: a person you are re¬ 
lated to because of your marriage; especially : the father or 
mother of your husband or wife — usually plural ■ She was 
nervous when she met her in-laws for the first time, 
in—law apartment noun, pi ~ -ments [count] US : a small 
apartment that is part of or next to a house and that is used 
especially as a place for an older relative to live — called also 
(US) mother-in-law apartment, (Brit) granny flat 


^n-lay /m'lei/ verb -lays; -laid /m'leid/; -lay-ing [+ obj] : to 
set pieces of wood, metal, etc., into the surface of (some¬ 
thing) for decoration — often + with • The desk is inlaid with 
ivory. • The carpenter inlaid the furniture with intricate de¬ 
signs. 

2 in-lay /'m,lei/ noun, pi -lays : material that is set into the 
surface of something for decoration : inlaid material [non- 
count] decorative/marble inlay [count] The cabinet doors 
are decorated with inlays. 
in-let /'m,let/ noun, pi -lets [count] 

1 : a narrow area of water that goes into the land from a sea 
or lake ■ The coast is dotted with tiny inlets. 

2 : an opening through which air, gas, or liquid can enter 
something (such as a machine) • a gas/air inlet 

in-line skate noun, pi ~ skates [count] : a shoe with 
wheels set in a straight line on the bottom that is used for 
skating • a pair of in-line skates — see picture at skate 

— in-line skater noun, pi ~ -ers [count] — in-line skat¬ 
ing noun [noncount] 

in lO-CO pa-ren-tis /m'loukoupa'rentas/ adv, law, formal 
: in the place of a parent ■ Some feel that the university 
should act in loco parentis. [=should be responsible for the 
students in the same way parents are responsible for their 
children] 

in-mate /'m,meit/ noun, pi -mates [count] : a person who is 
kept in a prison or mental hospital ■ prison inmates 
in me-mo-ri-am /^ma'morijam/ prep, formal : in memo¬ 
ry of (someone who has died) — used especially on the stone 
that marks a grave 

in -most /'m,moust/ adj, always used before a noun : inner¬ 
most ■ She revealed her inmost thoughts and feelings, 
inn /'m/ noun, pi inns [count] 

1 : a house usually in the country where people can eat and 
rent a room to sleep in ■ We stayed at a cozy/charming little 
inn in the country. — often used in the names of hotels ■ We 
stayed at the Lakeside Inn. 

2 chiefly Brit : a pub • an old country inn 
in-nards /'ma-dz/ noun [plural] informal 

1 : the internal organs of a person or an animal ■ the chick¬ 
en’s edible innards 

2 : the inside parts of something ■ the robot's complicated in¬ 
nards ■ tinkering with the car’s innards 

in-nate A'neit /adj 

1 : existing from the time a person or animal is bom ■ an in¬ 
nate ability/talent ■ She has an innate sense of rhythm. 

2 : existing as part of the basic nature of something ■ the in¬ 
nate problems of wireless communication 

— in-nate-ly adv ■ innately curious 
in-ner /‘may adj, always used before a noun 

1 : located toward the inside of something : not on or at the 
edge or outside of something ■ She led the guests to an inner 
room. ■ the inner face of the arch ■ the inner lining of the 
jacket — opposite outer 

2 : not known to or seen by most people ■ the poem’s inner 
meaning ■ He wanted to experience the inner workings of the 
political campaign. [=the parts of the campaign that are only 
known by the people who work on it] 

3 a : of or relating to a person’s mind or spirit ■ inner peace/ 
conflict ■ his inner life/self ■ listening to her inner voice • a 
person’s inner beauty b : existing as a part of a person’s 
character ■ He’s trying to get in touch with his inner artist. 
[=the part of his character that is artistic] 

inner circle noun, pi ~ -cles [count] : a small group of peo¬ 
ple who lead a government or an organization or who are 
close to its leader — usually singular ■ The President has an 
inner circle of advisers. 

inner city noun, pl~ cities [count]: the central section of a 
large city where mostly poor people live ■ The mayor is try¬ 
ing to attract new businesses to the inner city. 

— inner—city adj, always used before a noun ■ inner-city 
kids/neighborhoods/schools/crime 

inner ear noun, pi ~~ ears [count] biology : the part of the 
ear that is located within your head and that controls hear¬ 
ing and balance — compare outer ear 
in-ner-most /'m^moust/ adj 

1 always used before a noun : most private and personal ■ She 
revealed her innermost feelings/secrets. 

2 : closest to the center or inside of something ■ Jupiter’s in¬ 
nermost moon ■ the innermost part of the cave — opposite 
OUTERMOST 

inner sanc-tum noun, pi ~ -turns [count] somewhat for¬ 
mal : a very private room or place ■ She was admitted to the 
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building’s inner sanctum. — often used figuratively ■ the in¬ 
ner sanctum of the CIA 

inner tube noun, pi ~ tubes [count] : a round tube that 
holds air inside a tire 

in-ning /'iniij/ noun, pi -nings [count] baseball: one of the 
usually nine parts of a game in which each team bats until 
three outs are made ■ She hit a double in the fourth inning. ■ 
He pitched three innings. 

innings /'mirjz/ noun, pi innings [count] cricket: one of the 
parts of a game in which a team or player bats 
had a good innings Brit, informal — used to say that some¬ 
one who has died lived a long life • We’re sad she’s gone, 
but she had a good innings. 

inn*keep-er /'m^iipa-/ noun, pi -ers [count] old-fashioned 
: a person who owns or manages an inn 
in-no»cence /'masans/ noun [noncount] : the state of being 
innocent: such as a : the state of being not guilty of a crime 
or other wrong act ■ The defendant maintained/protested his 
innocence. [=he said that he was not guilty] ■ He vows that he 
will prove his innocence in court. — opposite guilt b 
: lack of experience with the world and with the bad things 
that happen in life ■ the trusting innocence of childhood ■ The 
age of innocence was over. C somewhat formal : lack of 
knowledge about something ■ Your innocence [=(more com¬ 
monly) ignorance] of the rules is no excuse for such behav¬ 
ior. • I mentioned in all innocence what turned out to be a 
very painful topic for her. [=1 mentioned the topic without 
knowing that it was so painful for her to talk about it] 
in»no«cent /'masant/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not guilty of a crime or other wrong act ■ He says that he 
is innocent of the crime. ■ She was found innocent of all 
charges. • A person accused of a crime is considered innocent 
until proven guilty. ■ Someone told your secret, but it wasn’t 
me. I’m innocent. — opposite guilty 

2 always used before a noun : not deserving to be harmed ■ 
an innocent victim ■ innocent bystanders 

3 : lacking experience with the world and the bad things that 
happen in life ■ an innocent child 

4 : not intended to cause harm or trouble ■ an innocent ques¬ 
tion • I made an innocent mistake; I’m sorry. ■ innocent 
[-harmless] fun 

5 not used before a noun, somewhat formal : having no 
knowledge of something ■ He was entirely innocent of what 
had happened. l=he did not know what had happened] 

— innocent noun, pi -cents [count] ■ a war that caused the 
death of thousands of innocents [- innocent people] ■ She 
was an innocent when it came to romance. — in-no-cent- 
ly adv ■ I innocently mentioned what turned out to be a 
very painful topic. ■ She smiled innocently. • Everything 
started out innocently [= harmlessly] enough. 

in-nOC-U-OUS /I'naikjawas /adj [more most ~] 

1 : not likely to bother or offend anyone : inoffensive ■ 
He told a few innocuous jokes. ■ an innocuous question 

2 : causing no injury : harmless ■ an innocuous gas 

— in-noc-u-ous-ly adv - in-noc-u-ous-ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

in-no-vate /'ma,veit/ verb -vates; -vat-ed; -vat-ing : to 

do something in a new way : to have new ideas about how 
something can be done [no obj] The company plans to con¬ 
tinue innovating and experimenting. [+ obj ] The company 
innovated a new operating system. 

— in-no-va-tor / l m3,veita>/ noun, pi -tors [count] • She is 
known as a great/brilliant/gifted innovator in her field. 

in-no-va-tion Ama’veijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : a new idea, device, or method • She is responsible 
for many innovations in her field. ■ the latest innovation in 
computer technology 

2 [noncount] : the act or process of introducing new ideas, 
devices, or methods • Through technology and innovation , 
they found ways to get better results with less work. ■ the 
rapid pace of technological innovation 

in-no-va-tive /'ma,veitiv/ adj [more —; most —] 

1 : introducing or using new ideas or methods ■ an innovative 
approach/solution to the problem ■ an innovative design 

2 : having new ideas about how something can be done ■ a 
creative and innovative young designer 

— in-no-va-tive-ly adv 

in-nO-va-tO-ry /'mava^ori, Brit 'ma,veitri/ adj [more 
most ~] Brit: innovative 

in-nu-en-do /^nja'wcndou/ noun, pi -dos or -does : a 
statement which indirectly suggests that someone has done 
something immoral, improper, etc. [count] His reputation 


has been damaged by innuendos about his drinking and gam¬ 
bling. [noncount] His reputation has been damaged by innu¬ 
endo. ■ The movie relies on sexual innuendo for its humor. 

I n n U it variant spelling of INUIT 

in-nu*mer*a*ble /I'nurmarabal, Brit I'njuimarabal/ adj 
: too many to be counted : very many 1 the innumerable 
[-countless] stars in the sky ■ There are innumerable errors in 
the book. 

in*nu*mer*ate /i'nu:marat, Brit i'nju:marat/ adj ' unable to 
understand and do basic mathematics ■ an innumerate per¬ 
son 

— in-nu-mer-a-cy /i'nu:marasi, Brit i'nju:marasi/ noun 
[noncount] 

in-OC-U-late A'naikja^eit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -lat-lng [+ 

obj] medical: to give (a person or animal) a weakened form 
of a disease in order to prevent infection by the disease — of¬ 
ten + against • All the children have been inoculated against 
smallpox. 

— in-oc-u-la-tion /^naikja'leijan/ noun, pi -tions [count, 
noncount] 

in«of*fen«Sive /.ma'fensiv/ adj [more most ~]: not like¬ 
ly to offend or bother anyone : not offensive ■ The priest was 
a mild-mannered inoffensive fellow. 

— in-of-fen-sive-ly adv ■ an inoffensively mild wine — in-of- 
fen-sive-ness noun [noncount] 

in*Op*er*a*ble /m'aiparabal/ adj 

1 medical : not able to be corrected or removed by surgery ■ 
an inoperable tumor ■ a patient with inoperable cancer 

2 formal: not capable of being used ■ The device makes the 
car inoperable when a key is not used to start it. 

in*Op*er*a*tive /m'a:parativ/ adj, formal 

1 : not capable of being used ■ The accident had rendered 
the vehicle inoperative. 

2 : having no force or effect ■ With the new federal law in 
place, the state law has become inoperative. 

irvop-por-tune /m,a:pytu:n, Brit m*Dp3,tju:n/ adj [more 
most ~] 

1 : not suitable or right for a particular situation : inconve¬ 
nient • He always shows up at the most inopportune times. 

2 : done or happening at the wrong time ■ an inopportune 
sale of stocks 

— in-op-por-tune-ly adv 

in*or*di«nate /m'oa-duat/ adj • going beyond what is usual, 
normal, or proper • I waited an inordinate amount of time. ■ 
They have had an inordinate number of problems with the 
schedule. 

— in-or-di-nate-ly adv ■ We had to wait an inordinately long 
time. 

in-or-garvic Amo^gsenik/ adi - made from or containing 
material that does not come from plants or animals ■ inor¬ 
ganic fertilizer ■ producing energy from inotganic materials 

— opposite ORGANIC 

— in-or-gan-i-cal-ly /^oa^'gsenikli/ adv 

inorganic chemistry noun [noncount] : a branch of 
chemistry concerned with substances that contain little or 
no carbon — compare organic chemistry 
in*pa*tient /'n^pei/ant/ noun, pi -tients [count] medical : a 
patient who stays for one or more nights in a hospital for 
treatment — often used before another noun ■ inpatient sur¬ 
gery (=surgery performed on inpatients] • inpatient care/ 
treatment — compare outpatient 
1 in-put /'m,put/ noun, pi -puts 

1 I noncount] : advice or opinions that help someone make a 
decision • I need your input on what to have for dinner. ■ She 
provided some valuable input at the start of the project. 

2 technical a [noncount] : information that is put into a 
computer ■ The computer gets its input from a keyboard or 
mouse. ■ an input device b [noncount] : something (such as 
power or energy) that is put into a machine or system ■ elec¬ 
trical input C [count]: the place at which information, pow¬ 
er, etc., enters a computer, machine, or system • This VCR 
has several audio/video inputs. 

3 : the act or process of putting something in or into some¬ 
thing else [singular] The job will require a considerable in¬ 
put of money, [noncount] The data is ready for input into/to 
a computer. — compare output 

2 input verb -puts: -put-ted r;r-put; -put-ting [+ obj]: to en¬ 
ter (information) into a computer ■ She inputted the sales fig¬ 
ures into the spreadsheet. — compare output 
in-quest /'in^wcst/ noun, pi -quests [count] law : an offi¬ 
cial investigation to find the reason for something (such as a 
person's death) ■ a coroner’s inquest • The court has ordered 
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an inquest into his death/disappearance, 
irvquire or chiefly Brit en-quire /m'kwaja 1 / verb -quires; 
-quired; -quir-ing somewhat formal : to ask for informa¬ 
tion [no obj ] When I inquired , they told me she was not here. 

— usually + about • I called to inquire about the schedule. ■ 
He was inquiring about a friend who used to work here. [+ 
obj] We inquired the way to the station. ■ “So, what do you 
want?” he inquired. 

inquire after [phrasal verb] inquire after (someone or some¬ 
thing) : to ask for information about (someone or some¬ 
thing) • She inquired after my wife’s health. ■ He greeted us 
warmly and inquired after our families. 
inquire into [phrasal verb ] inquire into (something) : to gath¬ 
er or collect information about (something) • A panel has 
been appointed to inquire into their activities. • The com¬ 
mission should not have inquired into her personal life. 
inquire of [phrasal verb] inquire of (someone) formal : to ask 
(someone) a question • The police inquired o/his neighbors 
if they knew where he was. 

— in-quir-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

inquiring or chiefly Brit enquiring adj, always used before a 
noun [more most —] 

1 : asking questions : wanting to learn more ■ He got a call 
from an inquiring joumalist/reporter. ■ She has an inquiring 
[= inquisitive ] mind. 

2 : showing a desire to ask a question or learn more • an in¬ 
quiring look/gaze 

— in-quir-ing-ly /m'kwajarigli/ adv ■ She looked at him in¬ 
quiringly. [=questioningly] 

in-qui-ry or chiefly Brit en-qui-ry /m'kwairi, 'mkwari/ 
noun, pi -ries 

1 [count] : a request for information ■ She refused to answer 
inquiries from the media about her marriage. — often + into 
• She was told that she could not make an inquiry into [=she 
could not ask about] the salaries of her coworkers. 

2 [count] : an official effort to collect and examine informa¬ 
tion about something : investigation • judicial/legislative 
inquiries • The board ordered an inquity to determine wheth¬ 
er the rules had been followed. — often + into ■ The police 
are conducting an inquiry into (the circumstances of) his 
death. ■<- In British English, a person who is being questioned 
by the police as a suspect or a witness is said to be helping 
the police with their inquiries. 

3 [noncount]: the act of asking questions in order to gather 
or collect information ■ Further inquiry showed that he had 
visited the city twice before. • scientific/academic inquity ■ 
The police are pursuing a new line of inquiry. 

in-qui-si-tion Amkwa'zijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 the Inquisition : an organization in the Roman Catholic 
Church in the past that was responsible for finding and pun¬ 
ishing people who did not accept its beliefs and practices ■ 
the Spanish Inquisition 

2 [count] : a harsh and unfair investigation or series of ques¬ 
tions ■ His political enemies were conducting an inquisition 
into the details of his personal life. 

in-quis-i-tive /m'kwizativ/ adj [more most —\ 

1 : tending to ask questions : having a desire to know or 
learn more ■ She was very inquisitive [^curious] as a child. ■ 
an inquisitive mind 

2 disapproving : asking too many questions about other peo¬ 
ple’s lives ■ an overly inquisitive neighbor 

— in-quis-i-tive-ly adv • She looked at me inquisitively. 
— in-quis-i-tive-ness noun [noncount] 

in-quis-i-tor /m'kwizata 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] 

1 : a person who asks many difficult questions in a harsh or 
unkind way ■ He had to answer his inquisitors' questions or 
be thrown out of school. 

2 : a member or officer of the Inquisition 

— irvquis-i-to-ri-al /m,kwiz9*torij3l/ adj 

in-road /'n^roud/ noun, pi -roads [count] — used to de¬ 
scribe a situation in which someone or something becomes 
more successful or important often by making someone or 
something else less successful; usually plural • We need to 
protect our company against the inroads of competitors. — 
usually used with make ■ Despite the recent inroads made by 
competitors in the industry, the company is still doing well. ■ 
The party hopes to make serious inroads in Congress. [=the 
party hopes that many more of its members will be elected 
to serve in Congress] ■ The sport is making inroads in the U.S. 
[=it is becoming more popular in the U.S.] 
in-rush /‘m,rAj/ noun [singular] : a fast inward flow or 
movement into a place ■ a sudden inrush of water/air 


ins. abbr inches 

in-sa-lu-bri-ous Amss'luibrijas/ adj [more most —] for¬ 
mal : not clean or healthy ■ the city’s insalubrious air 

— opposite SALUBRIOUS 

ins and outs /.inzan'auts/ noun 
the ins and outs : the details about how something works 
or is done — often + of • I’m still learning all the ins and 
outs of American politics, 
in-sane /m'sem/ adj 

1 [more most ~] : not sane: such as a : having or show¬ 
ing severe mental illness • an insane person ■ The murderer 
was found to be criminally insane. 

usage The use of insane to describe a person with severe 
mental illness is now often considered offensive. The 
phrase mentally ill is preferred. Insane in this sense now 
occurs chiefly in such legal phrases as criminally insane 
and temporarily insane. 

b : unable to think in a clear or sensible way ■ She was in¬ 
sane with jealousy/anger. C — used in the phrase drive/ 
make (someone) insane to describe annoying or bothering 
someone very much. ■ That noise is driving me insane. [=it is 
annoying me very much] ■ It makes me insane [=1 feel very 
annoyed] when people drive like that. 

2 : wild and uncontrolled - He had an insane look in his eyes. 

3 [more most ~] : very foolish or unreasonable : CRAZY ■ 
She likes to drive at insane speeds. ■ He had this insane idea 
that he could get rich by selling old computers. 

4 : used for people who have severe mental illnesses ■ an in¬ 
sane asylum [=(now more commonly) a mental hospital] 
go insane : to become mentally ill : to go crazy ■ She went 

insane and started thinking that everyone was trying to kill 
her. — usually used in an exaggerated way ■ I must be go¬ 
ing insane. I can’t find my car keys anywhere. ■ If you don't 
stop making that noise. I'm going to go (completely) in¬ 
sane'. 

the insane : insane people : people who have severe mental 
illness ■ a hospital for the insane [=(now more commonly) 
the mentally ill] 

— in*sane. ly adv • Her boyfriend was insanely jealous, 
in-san-i-tary /m'ssena^eri /adj, chiefly Brit: dirty and likely 

to cause disease : unsanitary ■ insanitary living conditions 
■ an insanitary bathroom 
in-san-i-ty /m'ssenati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : severe mental illness : the condition of being 
insane ■ She was found not guilty by reason of insanity. ■ 
temporary insanity 

2 : something that is very foolish or unreasonable [non¬ 
count] His friends thought his decision to quit his job was 
pure insanity. ■ Please, no more violence. It’s time to stop this 
insanity, [count] the insanities of modern life 

in-sa-tia-ble /m*seif3bsl/ adj [more most — ] : always 
wanting more : not able to be satisfied ■ an insatiable appe¬ 
tite/thirst ■ Her desire for knowledge was insatiable. 

— in-sa-tia-bly /m'sei/abli/ adv ■ an insatiably curious stu¬ 
dent 

in-scribe /m'skraib/ verb -scribes; -scribed; -scrib-ing 

[+ obj] 

1 : to write or cut (words, a name, etc.) on something — + 
on or in • The winner’s name is inscribed on the trophy. ■ He 
inscribed a message in the book before giving it to his son. — 
sometimes used figuratively ■ The image is inscribed in my 
memoiy. [=1 remember the image very clearly] 

2 : to write words, a name, etc., on (something) ■ They in¬ 
scribed the monument with the soldiers’ names. ■ The book 
was inscribed with the author's signature. 

in-SCrip-tion /m'skrip/an/ noun, pi -tions [count] : words 
that are written on or cut into a surface ■ The painting had 
an inscription that read, “To my loving wife.’’ ■ the inscription 
on a stone monument 

in-scru-ta-ble /m'skruitabgl/ adj [more most —] formal 
: difficult to understand : causing people to feel curious or 
confused ■ an inscrutable [-mysterious] expression/smile ■ an 
inscrutable work of art ■ He was a quiet, inscrutable man. 

— in-scru-ta-bil-i-ty /m,skru:t3'bil3ti/ noun [noncount] 
— in-scru-ta-bly /m'skruitsbli/ adv 

in-seam /'n^siim/ noun, pi -seams [count] VS : the line 
where two parts of a pair of pants are sewn together from the 
top of the inside of the leg to the bottom; also : the length of 
this line ■ a 32-inch inseam 
in-sect /‘m,sekt/ noun, pi -sects [count] 

1 : a small animal that has six legs and a body formed of 
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three parts and that may have wings ■ flies, bees, and other 
insects [-{chiefly US. informal) bugs ] ■ a swarm of flying in¬ 
sects — often used before another noun ■ an insect bite ■ Use 
plenty of insect spray/repellent to keep the mosquitoes from 
biting you. — see color picture on page CIO 
2 : an animal (such as a spider) that is similar to an insect 

— compare arachnid 

in-sec-ti-cide /in'sektaiSaid/ noun, pi -cides [count, non¬ 
count] : a chemical substance that is used to kill insects 

— in-sec*ti-cid-al /in,s£kt3'saidj/ adj 
in-sec-ti-vore /in'sekta^oa'/ noun, pi -vores [count] tech¬ 
nical : an animal that eats insects 

— in-sec-tiv-o-rous /iin^ek'tivaras/ adj 
in-se-cure /iinsi'kja 1 / adj [more most ~] : not secure: 

such as a : not confident about yourself or your ability to 
do things well : nervous and uncomfortable ■ I feel shy and 
insecure around strangers. — often + about ■ She used to be 
insecure about her height. • He felt insecure about the idea of 
becoming a father. ■ Many young people are insecure about 
the future. [=they believe that bad things might happen in 
the future] b : not certain to continue or be successful for a 
long time ■ an insecure investment ■ He has always held low- 
paying, insecure jobs. [=jobs that people can lose easily] ■ 
Most of these families are economically insecure. [=they do 
not have a dependable source of money] C : not locked or 
well protected ■ One of the building’s rear doors was inse¬ 
cure. ■ The country’s borders remain insecure. 

— in-se-cu-ri-ty /iinsi'kj^rati/ noun, pi -ties [noncount] 
They share a sense of insecurity about the future. ■ job/eco¬ 
nomic insecurity [count] the insecurities of teenagers 

in-sem-i-nate /in'scn^neit/ verb -nates; -nat-ed; -nat- 
ing [+ obj] technical : to put semen into (a woman or a fe¬ 
male animal) in order to cause pregnancy ■ She was artificial¬ 
ly inseminated in January. 

— in-sem-i-na-tion /n^sema'neijan/ noun [ noncount ] 

— see also artificial insemination 
in-sen-si-ble /in'sEnsabal/ adj, formal 

1 [more most ~] : not able to feel pain, emotions, etc. — 
often + to • He was insensible to pain. ■ insensible to fear 

2 [more most ~] : not aware of something — often + of 9 
They were insensible [-unaware] of the danger ahead. 

3 : not conscious ■ She was knocked insensible by the colli¬ 
sion. • They drank themselves insensible. [=they drank until 
they became unconscious] 

— in-sen-si-bil-i-ty /in^Ensa'bilati/ noun [noncount] ■ his 
insensibility to pain — in-sen-si*bly /in'sensobli/ adv ■ 
changes that occur insensibly [=without people being 
aware that they are occurring! 

in-Seri'Si-tive /in'sEnsativ/ adj [more most —] : not sen¬ 
sitive: such as a : showing that you do not know or care 
about the feelings of other people ■ He’s just a rude, insensi¬ 
tive jerk. ■ a racially insensitive comment [=an offensive com¬ 
ment about a person’s race] ■ It was insensitive of her to say 
that, b : not responding to or caring about problems, 
changes, or needs ■ an insensitive bureaucracy — often + to 9 
The government has been insensitive to the public's demands. 

■ Managers must not be insensitive to the needs of their em¬ 
ployees. C not used before a noun : not greatly affected by 
something — usually + to 9 He was insensitive to the risks in¬ 
volved in starting a business. ■ insensitive to pain 

— in-sen-si-tive-ly adv ■ They had acted insensitively. — in- 
sen-si-tiv-i-ty /in^ensa'tivati/ noun [noncount] 9 racial 
insensitivity 

in-sep-a-ra-ble /in'sEparabal/ adj : not able to be separat¬ 
ed ■ One problem is inseparable from the other. ■ Growing 
up. the two of us were inseparable. [=we were very close 
friends: we spent a lot of time together] ■ We were insepara¬ 
ble friends. 

— in-sep-a-ra-bil-i-ty /in^cpara'bilati/ noun [noncount ] 

— in-sep-a-ra-bly /in'sEparabli/ adv 9 Your future is in¬ 
separably linked/tied to ours. 

' in-sert /in'sa't/ verb -serts; -sert-ed; -sert-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to put (something) in something ■ Insert your credit card 
here. ■ You need to insert a comma between these two words. 

■ insert a space between paragraphs — often + in or into 9 He 
inserted the key in the lock. ■ She inserted a tape in the VCR. 

■ insert a word in a sentence “Try inserting a couple of jokes 
into your speech to keep your audience's attention. 

2 : to cause (someone) to be involved in an activity • They 
tried to insert themselves into the conversation. 

2 in«sert /’in t s&t/ noun, pi -serts [count] : something that is 
put into something else ■ shoe inserts ■ The pot comes with an 


insert for steaming.; especially : a small section or piece of 
paper with information that is placed inside something • ad¬ 
vertising inserts in the Sunday paper ■ Each box includes an 
insert explaining the product’s proper use. 
in-ser-tion /in's^Jan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [ noncount] : the act or process of putting something into 
something else : the act or process of inserting something ■ 
Treatment may include the insertion of a tube in his ear. 

2 [count] : something (such as a comment) that is added to a 
piece of writing : something that is inserted ■ The report con¬ 
tains a number of insertions. 

in-ser-vice /'in^awas/ adj, always used before a noun : hap¬ 
pening while you are being paid to work ■ a day of in-service 
training for teachers 
1 in-set /'ingSEt/ noun, pi -sets [count] 

1 : a small map or picture that is shown on or next to a larg¬ 
er map or picture in order to show more detail 

2 : a piece of something that is added to something larger of¬ 
ten for decoration • The floor is decorated with an inset of 
marble tiles. ■ velvet dresses with silk insets 

2 inset verb -sets; -set; -set-ting [+ obj\ 

1 : to put (something) in something larger for decoration, to 
give information, etc. ■ inset a map in a larger map 

2 : to put something into (something) often for decoration 

— usually used as (be) inset 9 The ring is inset with diamonds. 

■ floors inset with marble tiles 

— inset adj ■ a table with an inset glass top ■ an inset map/ 
photograph 

in-shore /'in'jw adj 

1 : moving toward the shore away from the water • an in¬ 
shore breeze 

2 : located near the shore • They fish in the shallow inshore 
waters of the Atlantic. 

— inshore adv ■ The animals move inshore to feed. 

1 in-side /in'said, 'inlaid/ noun, pi -sides 

1 [count] : an inner side, edge, or surface of something — 
usually singular ■ The door can only be locked from the in¬ 
side. — often + of 9 I had a sore on the inside of my mouth. 

2 a the inside : an inner part of something (such as a build¬ 
ing or machine) ■ The inside of the church is quite beautiful. 

■ I’ve never seen the inside of a computer before. — often 
plural ■ the insides of a computer b [count] informal : the in¬ 
ner parts (such as the heart and stomach) of a person’s body 

— usually plural * I felt like my insides were tied up in knots. 
on the inside 1 : on the inner side, edge, or surface of 

something ■ The number 22 car tried to pass the leader on 
the inside (of the track). 2 baseball : on the side of home 
plate nearest the batter ■ The next pitch was a fastball on 
the inside. 3 — used to describe how someone is feeling ■ 
She may have seemed happy, but really she was sad on the 
inside. 4 : in a position within an organization or group ■ 
The bank robbers must have had help from someone on 
the inside. [=someone working for the bank that was 
robbed] 5 : in prison ■ He wondered what life was like on 
the inside. 

2 inside adj, always used before a noun 

1 : located on or near the inner side, edge, or surface of 
something ■ an inside wall/corner/door ■ the inside edge of 
her foot ■ ( baseball ) He struck out on an inside pitch. 

2 a : coming from someone within a group or organization 
: relating to or having information that is known only to a 
special group of people - inside sources/information ■ He 
gave us an inside view of the situation. ■ I got the inside story 
from a friend who works there. ■ It’s an inside joke. [=a joke 
that is understood only by people with special knowledge 
about something] b : done by someone within a group or 
organization ■ No one knows who robbed the bank, but the 
police suspect that it may have been an inside job. [=that it 
may have been robbed by or with the help of someone who 
works in the bank] 

3 jnsjde prep 

1 : in or into the inner part of (something or someone) ■ We 
waited inside the store. • Several people were trapped inside 
the burning building. ■ She kept her hands inside her pock¬ 
ets. ■ His feelings were building up inside him. 

2 a : within the borders or limits of (something) ■ He lives in¬ 
side the city limits. ■ They make sure to stay inside the law. 
[=to not break any laws] ■ She always kept well inside [=she 
drove slower than] the speed limit, b : before the end of (a 
period of time) - Their marriage ended inside [=within] a 
year. • We should hear the results inside [=in less than] an 
hour. 
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3 : belonging to (a group or organization) • Sources inside 
the company indicate that there are disagreements about the 
change in management. 

inside of chiefly US : inside ■ We waited inside of the store. • 
He lives inside of the city limits. ■ The results should be 
known inside of an hour. ■ information from sources inside 
of the company 

“ inside adv 

1 : in the inner part of something • I cleaned my car inside 
and out. • The candy is chewy inside. ■ He keeps all his feel¬ 
ings locked up inside. [=he does not express his feelings] 

2 : in or into the inner part of a building, room, etc. ■ We 
went/stayed inside during the storm. ■ Step inside and look at 
our menu. 

3 informal : in prison ■ He got put inside for burglary. 
inside out 1 : so that the inner surface becomes the outer 

surface ■ He was wearing his socks inside out. • The wind 
blew my umbrella inside out. 2 informal : very well and 
thoroughly ■ She knows this area inside out. 
turn (something) inside out informal 1 : to cause (a 
place) to become disorganized while you are trying to find 
something ■ I turned the closet inside out and still couldn’t 
find those shoes. 2 : to change (something) completely ■ 
Her life was turned inside out after the accident, 
in-sid-er /in'saida, 'in,saida/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a per¬ 
son who belongs to a group or organization and has special 
knowledge about it ■ Political insiders say that she is planning 
to run for president. ■ The book gives fans an insider's view 
of Hollywood. — opposite outsider 
insider trading noun [noncount] finance : the illegal activ¬ 
ity of buying and selling a company’s stocks while using se¬ 
cret information from a person who works for the company 
inside track noun 

the inside track : a position that gives someone an advan¬ 
tage over others in a competition • The owner’s son has the 
inside track for the job. • She is on the inside track to get a 
promotion. 

in-Sid-i-OUS /in'sidijas/ adJ [more most -] formal : caus¬ 
ing harm in a way that is gradual or not easily noticed • Most 
people with this insidious disease have no idea that they are 
infected. ■ an insidious enemy 

— in-sid-i-ous-ly adv • The disease progresses insidiously. 

— in-sid-i-ous-ness noun [noncount] 
in-sight /'in,sait/ noun, pi -sights 

1 [noncount] : the ability to understand people and situa¬ 
tions in a very clear way ■ He is a leader of great insight. 

2 : an understanding of the true nature of something [non¬ 
count] The author analyzes the problem with remarkable in¬ 
sight. — often + into • We need to gain insight into the politics 
of the region, [count] I had a sudden insight. 'Her book pro¬ 
vides us with fresh new insights into this behavior. 

in-Sight-ful /'in.saitfal, in'saitfal/ adj [more most —] 
: having or showing a very clear understanding of something 
: having or showing insight ■ Her analysis of the problem was 
very insightful. • an insightful comment/remark ■ insightful 
leaders 

— in-sight-ful-ly adv - in-sight-ful-ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

in-sig-nia /in'sign \]^/ noun, pi insignia or US in-sig-ni-as 

[count]: a badge or sign which shows that a person is a mem¬ 
ber of a particular group or has a particular rank ■ Their 
jackets have the school’s insignia on the front. • a military in¬ 
signia — sometimes used figuratively ■ Both attacks bore the 
insignia of the terrorist group. 

in-sig-nif-i-cant /,insig'nifik3nt/ adj [more most -] 
: small or unimportant : not significant ■ They lost an insig¬ 
nificant amount of money. ■ insignificant details • Looking up 
at the stars always makes me feel so small and insignificant. • 
These problems are not insignificant. 

— in-sig-nif-i-cant-ly adv ■ an insignificantly small amount 

— in-sig-nif-i-cance /.insig'nifikans/ noun [noncount] • 
feelings of insignificance ■ ( chiefly Brit ) Your financial debt 
pales into insignificance [=seems much smaller] when you 
compare it with mine. 

in*Sin*cere /jinsin'siay adj [more most ~] : not express¬ 
ing or showing true feelings : not sincere • He said he was 
sorry, but I could tell that he was being insincere. • insincere 
praise/flattery ■ an insincere apology 

— in*sin*cere-ly adv ■ smiling insincerely — in-sin-cer-i-ty 

/,insin'serati/ noun [noncount] ■ the insincerity of his apolo¬ 
gy 


in-sin-U-ate /in'sinj3,weit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 : to say (something, especially something bad or insulting) 
in an indirect way • Just what are you insinuating ? [imply¬ 
ing] — often + that - Are you insinuating that I cheated!? 

2 formal : to gradually make (yourself) a part of a group, a 
person’s life, etc., often by behaving in a dishonest way — 
usually + into ■ He gradually insinuated himself into her life. • 
She has managed to insinuate herself into the city’s highest 
social circles. 

— insinuating adj [more most ~] ■ He made an insinuat¬ 
ing remark/comment about my weight. 

in-Sin-U-a-tion /in^inja'weijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : a usually bad or insulting remark that is said in an 
indirect way ■ I resent her insinuation that I can’t do it with¬ 
out her help. 

2 [noncount] : the act of saying something bad or insulting in 
an indirect way • He criticizes his opponents by insinuation 

* rather than directly. 

in-sip-id /m'sipad/ adj [more most ~] formal 

1 : not interesting or exciting : dull or boring ■ an insipid 
movie/novel 

2 : lacking strong flavor : bland • The soup was rather in¬ 
sipid . 

— in-sip-id-ly adv — in-si-pid-i-ty /^nsa'pidati/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

iresist /in'sist/ verb -sists; -sist-ed; -sist-ing 

1 : to demand that something happen or that someone do 
something [no obj] I didn’t want to go, but she insisted. • 
“Come on, let’s go.’’ “Oh, all right, if/since you insist." [+ 
obj ] — usually + that ■ She insisted that I (should) go. • The 
source for my story insisted that I not reveal his/her name. 

2 [+ obj] : to say (something) in a way that is very forceful 
and does not allow disagreement ■ She insists the money is 
hers. — usually + that ■ She kept insisting that she was right. • 
He insists that these problems are not his fault. • Both men 
insist that they are innocent. 

insist on also insist upon [phrasal verb] 1 insist on/upon 
(something) or insist on/upon doing (something) : to say 
or show that you believe that something is necessary or 
very important • My source insisted on anonymity. ■ She in¬ 
sists on doing everything her own way. ■ They adamantly 
insisted upon (their) being included in the meeting. 2 in¬ 
sist on/upon doing (something) informal : to continue do¬ 
ing (something that other people think is annoying or un¬ 
important) ■ The people sitting next to us insisted on 
talking during the entire movie, 
in-sis-tence /in'sistans/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the act of demanding something or saying something in a 
way that does not allow disagreement — often + on • I was 
surprised by their insistence on privacy. ■ her insistence on be¬ 
ing honest — often + that ■ No one believed him despite his 
insistence that he was innocent. If you do something at the 
insistence of someone or at someone’s insistence, you do it 
because someone tells you that you must do it. ■ She was 
fired from her job at the insistence of the mayor. • He en¬ 
rolled in the army at his father’s insistence. 

2 : the quality or state of being insistent ■ He spoke with 
great insistence of the need for reform. ■ the insistence of the 
crashing waves 

irvsis-tent /in'sistant/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : demanding that something happen or that someone do 
something ■ My friends were insistent that I go. = They were 
insistent on my going. [=they insisted that I go] • He was insis¬ 
tent about paying for dinner. [=he insisted on paying for din¬ 
ner; he insisted that he should pay for dinner] 

2 : happening for a long time and very difficult to ignore • an 
insistent drumbeat ■ We listened to the insistent crashing of 
waves on the beach. 

— in-sis-tent-ly adv • He spoke very insistently of the need 
for reform. 

in-SO-far as /^nsa'faa-/ also in so far as conj, formal : to 
the extent or degree that • She helped us insofar as she was 
able. I=she helped us as much as she could] ■ The news is 
good insofar as it suggests that a solution may be possible, 
in-sole /'in,soul/ noun, pi -soles [count] 

1 : the bottom of the inside of a shoe 

2 : a thin piece of material that you put at the bottom of the 
inside of a shoe for comfort 

in-SO-lent /'insalant I adj [more most ~] somewhat formal 

: rude or impolite : having or showing a lack of respect for 
other people ■ an insolent [= impudent . disrespectful] child • 
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Insolent behavior will not be tolerated. 

— in-so-lence /'insalans/ noun [ noncount 1 ■ The boy was 
punished for his insolence. — in»so»lent»ly adv 

in«SOl*U*ble /in'sailjabal/ adj 

1 formal : not able to be solved or explained ■ a seemingly in¬ 
soluble [=(less formally) unsolvable] dilemma/mystery/prob¬ 
lem 

2 technical: not able to be dissolved in a liquid ■ a substance 
insoluble in water — opposite soluble 

in*SOl*vent /in'sailvant/ adj : not having enough money to 
pay debts ■ The company has become insolvent. [= bankrupt ] • 
insolvent debtors 

— in»sol*ven*cy /in'sailvansi/ noun [i noncount J 
in»SOm«nia /in'saimnija/ noun [ noncount ]: the condition of 

not being able to sleep ■ She suffers from insomnia. 
in-SOm*ni«ac /in'saimni.jek/ noun, pi -nbacs [count] : a 
person who is not able to sleep : a person with insomnia 
in*SOU-Ci*ance /in'suisijans/ noun [noncount] formal : a re¬ 
laxed and calm state : a feeling of not worrying about any¬ 
thing • her youthful insouciance [= nonchalance] 

— in-soU'Ci-ant /in'suisijant/ adj [more most ~] ■ his in¬ 
souciant [=(less formally) carefree] charm 

inspect /in'spekt/ verb -spects; -spect-ed; -spect-ing 
T+oM 

1 : to look at (something) carefully in order to learn more 
about it, to find problems, etc. • The border guard inspected 
[= examined] their passports. • She had the car inspected by a 
mechanic before she bought it. ■ The candles are inspected 
for damage/defects before being packaged. ■ After the storm, 
we went outside to inspect the damage. 

2 : to officially visit a school, hospital, etc., in order to see if 
rules are being followed and things are in their proper condi¬ 
tion *He inspected the soldiers’ barracks. ■ inspecting a res¬ 
taurant for health code violations 

in-spec*tion /in'spekjan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : the act of looking at something closely in order to learn 
more about it, to find problems, etc. : the act of inspecting 
something [noncount] Close inspection of the candles re¬ 
vealed some small defects. • On closer inspection, [=when it 
was examined more closely] the painting proved to be a fake. 
[count] The mechanic made/did a thorough inspection of the 
car. = The mechanic carried out a thorough inspection . 

2 : an official visit to a school, hospital, etc., in order to see if 
rules are being followed and things are in their proper condi¬ 
tion [count] Regular inspections are required of all restau¬ 
rants in the area, [noncount] The barracks are ready for in¬ 
spection. 

irvspec-tor /in'spekta 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] 

1 : a person whose job is to inspect something ■ a building in¬ 
spector ■ safety/health inspectors [=people who make sure 
that a place or thing is safe/healthy] 

2 : a police officer who is in charge of several police depart¬ 
ments 

inspector general noun, pi inspectors general [count] 

: a person who is in charge of a group of inspectors or a sys¬ 
tem of inspection 

in-spi-ra-tion /(inspa^eijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 a [noncount] : something that makes someone want to do 
something or that gives someone an idea about what to do or 
create : a force or influence that inspires someone ■ Where 
does the inspiration for your art come from? ■ His paintings 
take/draw their inspiration from nature. • Her early child¬ 
hood provided (the) inspiration for her first novel. ■ Her 
courage is a source of inspiration to us all. [=her courage 
makes us all want to be more courageous] ■ Her most recent 
plays seem to lack inspiration. [=they are not very original or 
creative] ■ divine inspiration [inspiration that comes from 
God] b [count] : a person, place, experience, etc., that 
makes someone want to do or create something — usually 
singular ■ His children are his greatest inspiration. ■ Her cour¬ 
age is an inspiration to us all. ■ She truly is an inspiration. 

2 : a good idea [singular] She had a sudden inspiration. They 
would have the party outdoors! [noncount] Deciding to 
have the party outdoors was sheer inspiration. 

in«spi*ra*tion«al /(inspa'reijan)/ adj [more most —] 
: causing people to want to do or create something : giving 
inspiration ■ an inspirational speaker • Her courage is inspira¬ 
tional. 

in-spire /in'spaj 7^1 verb -spires; -spired; -spir-ing [+obj] 

1 : to make (someone) want to do something : to give 
(someone) an idea about what to do or create ■ He inspired 
generations of future scientists. ■ Her courage has inspired 


us. — often followed by to + verb ■ She has inspired us to live 
better lives. ■ Her early childhood inspired her to write her 
first novel. 

2 : to cause (something) to happen or be created ■ His dis¬ 
coveries inspired a whole new line of scientific research. • 
Her first novel was inspired by her early childhood. 

3 : to cause someone to have (a feeling or emotion) ■ The 
news inspired hope that the war might end soon. ■ His unusu¬ 
al management style does not inspire confidence. [=it makes 
people worry about his ability to manage properly] 

inspired adj 

1 [more most —] : very good or clever ■ She gave an in¬ 
spired performance. ■ He was an inspired choice for the role. 

■ an inspired guess — opposite uninspired 

2 : having a particular cause or influence ■ Her comments 
were politically inspired. [=they were made for political rea¬ 
sons] — often used in combination • Italian -inspired archi¬ 
tecture 

inspiring adj [more most ~] : causing people to want to 
do or create something or to lead better lives ■ an inspiring 
leader ■ His generosity is inspiring. ■ an inspiring [inspira¬ 
tional] true story of one family’s struggles to overcome pov¬ 
erty — opposite uninspiring 

— in-spir-ing-ly adv ■ He is inspiringly optimistic. 
in«Sta-biUi«ty /^nsta'bilati/ noun [noncount]: the quality or 

state of being unstable: such as a : the state of being likely 
to change • Investors are worried about the current instabili¬ 
ty of the stock market. ■ political/social instability b : the 
tendency to change your behavior very quickly or to react to 
things in an extremely emotional way ■ The patient has a his¬ 
tory of emotional/mental instability. 
in-stall /in'stail/ verb -stalls; -stalled; -stall-ing 

1 : to make (a machine, a service, etc.) ready to be used in a 
certain place [+ obj] New locks were installed on all the 
doors. ■ We thought about installing a new phone system. ■ a 
newly installed door ■ The computer comes with the soft¬ 
ware already installed, [no obj 1 The software installs easily/ 
automatically on your hard drive. 

2 [+ obj] : to put (someone) in an official or important job ■ 
The college recently installed its first woman president. 

3 [+ obj] : to cause (someone) to be or stay in a particular 
place ■ He installed himself on the leather couch. [=he sat 
down on the couch and stayed there] • They were temporari¬ 
ly installed in the guest bedroom. 

— in-stall-er noun , pi -ers [count] ■ a professional carpet in¬ 
staller 

irvstaMa-tion /.insta'leijan/ noun . pi -tions 

1 [noncount]: the act or process of making a machine, a ser¬ 
vice, etc., ready to be used in a certain place : the act of in¬ 
stalling something ■ The cable company offers lower prices 
and free installation. ■ These products are designed for easy 
installation. 

2 [singular] : a ceremony in which someone is put in an offi¬ 
cial or important job ■ Her installation as president will take 
place tomorrow. 

3 [count] : something (such as a piece of equipment) that is 
put together and made ready for use ■ The room contained 
the company’s large computer installation. 

4 [count] : a place that is used for training soldiers, keeping 
military supplies and machinery, etc. ■ bases, forts, training 
camps, and other army installations 

5 [count] : a work of art that usually has several parts (such 
as a sculpture, lights, and sound) and that is usually shown in 
a large space 

in«stall«ment (US) also chiefly Brit in-stabment 
/in^tailmant/ noun, pi -merits 

1 : any one of a series of small payments that you make over 
a long time until you have paid the total cost of something 
[count] He just paid the last installment of a $20,000 loan. ■ 
We are paying for the computer in installments, [noncount] 
(US) We are paying on installment. 

2 [count] : any one of several parts of a long book, television 
program, etc., that are published or shown over a period of 
time ■ The first installment of the five-part series will appear 
tonight at ten o’clock. 

installment plan noun, pi ~ plans [count] US : a way of 
paying for something by making a series of small payments 
over a long time ■ We used an installment plan to buy the fur¬ 
niture. ■ We bought it on the installment plan. — called also 
(Brit) hire purchase 

instance /'instans/ noun, pi -stanches [count] : an exam- 
ple of a particular type of action or situation : an occasion of 



instant • institutionalize 


856 


something happening ■ an instance of great courage ■ These 
delays are just another instance of bureaucratic inefficiency. 

■ We have seen too many instances [ceases] in which poor 
families have had to leave their homes. ■ In most instances 
the disease can be controlled by medication. ■ They have de¬ 
cided not to oppose the decision in this instance. 

for instance : as an example : for example ■ Lack of insur¬ 
ance is a problem for a lot of older people, like my grand¬ 
mother, for instance. ■ Now, take this car, for instance, 
in the first instance formal : before other events happen 
: as the first thing in a series of actions ■ You will be seen in 
the first instance by your own doctor who may then send 
you to a specialist. 

1 in»stant /'instant/ noun, pi -stants [count] : a very short pe¬ 
riod of time : moment ■ For an instant , I forgot where I was. 

■ The ride was over in an instant. ■ I knew it was him the in¬ 
stant (that) [=as soon as] I heard his voice. ■ Come in the 
house, this instant [=right now. immediately] 

2 instant adj 

1 : becoming something very quickly ■ The movie was an in¬ 
stant hit/sensation/success. ■ He became an instant celebrity 
with the publication of his first novel. • Her trip made her an 
instant expert on the region. [=it made her believe that she 
knew everything about the region] 

2 : happening or done without delay : immediate ■ We got 
an instant response from the company. ■ The Internet pro¬ 
vides instant access to an enormous amount of information. ■ 
They took an instant dislike to each other. [=they immediate¬ 
ly disliked each other] • He expects instant gratification. 

3 of food : able to be made very quickly : partially prepared 
by the manufacturer so that final preparation is quick and 
easy ■ Is this coffee instant or regular? ■ instant pudding/rice 

irvstarvta-neous /iinstan'temijas/ adj - happening very 
quickly : happening in an instant ■ We got an almost instan¬ 
taneous response from the company. ■ Their deaths were in¬ 
stantaneous. 

— in-stan-ta-neous-ly adv ■ They died instantaneously. 
in-StanMy /'instantli/ adv : without delay : immediately ■ 

His voice is instantly recognizable. ■ They instantly fell in 
love. ■ She was killed instantly when her car hit a tree, 
instant messaging noun [noncount] : a system for send¬ 
ing messages quickly over the Internet from one computer 
to another computer 

— instant message noun, pi ~ -sages [count] ■ We sent 
each other instant messages all night. 

instant replay noun, pi ~ -plays US : a recording of an 
action in a sports event that can be shown on television im¬ 
mediately after the original play happens [count] They 
showed the winning goal again in an instant replay, [non¬ 
count] We watched the goal again on instant replay. — called 
also (Brit) action replay 

instead /in'sted/ adv — used to say that one thing is done 
or that one thing or person is chosen when another is not 
chosen, cannot be done, etc. ■ I was going to write you an 
e-mail, but I decided to call instead. ■ I couldn't afford a new 
car. Instead, I bought a used one. ■ I don’t have any milk—do 
you mind juice instead ? ■ John couldn’t attend the confer¬ 
ence so Mary went instead. [=in his place] ■ They didn’t 
choose me: they chose her instead. ■ She didn’t want to live in 
the city and longed instead for the peace and quiet of the 
country. — often + of ■ I decided to call instead of writing. 
[=to call and not write] ■ Instead of buying a new car, I 
bought a used one. ■ They chose her instead of [-rather than ; 
and not] me. ■ He had juice instead of milk. 
in*Step An,step/ noun, pi -steps [count] 

1 : the raised middle part of the top of your foot between the 
toes and the ankle — see picture at foot 

2 : the part of a shoe, sock, etc., that fits over the instep 
in*sti-gate /'instated/ verb -gates; -gat-ed; -gat-ing [+ 

obj] : to cause (something) to happen or begin ■ There has 
been an increase in the amount of violence instigated by 
gangs. ■ She blamed him for instigating [^starting] the argu¬ 
ment. ■ The government has instigated an investigation into 
the cause of the accident. 

— in-sti-ga*tor /'insta^eita/ noun, pi -tors [count] ■ the in¬ 
stigators of the violence 

in*Sti-ga*tion Ainsta'geijan/ noun [noncount] : the act of 
causing something to happen or begin : the act of instigating 
something • the instigation of divorce proceedings Some¬ 
thing that is done at the instigation of someone or at some¬ 
one’s instigation is done because that person causes it to be 
done. ■ He was hired at the instigation of the company's pres¬ 


ident. ■ The changes were made at her instigation. 

irvstill (US) or Brit in-stil /in'stil/ verb -stills; -stilled; 
-stilldng [+ obj] : to gradually cause someone to have (an 
attitude, feeling, etc.) ■ instill character/discipline — usually 
+ in or into ■ They have instilled a love of music in their chil¬ 
dren. ■ The coach is trying to instill in/into the players a feel¬ 
ing of confidence. 

irvstinct / l m,stir)kt/ noun, pi -stincts 

1 a : a way of behaving, thinking, or feeling that is not 
learned : a natural desire or tendency that makes you want 
to act in a particular way [count] Our first instinct was to 
run. ■ Cats possess a natural hunting instinct. ■ Seeing the 
baby aroused all her maternal instincts, [noncount] The de¬ 
cision was based on (gut) instinct. — see also killer in¬ 
stinct b : something you know without learning it or 
thinking about it [count] Her instincts told her that some¬ 
thing was wrong. [=she believed that something was wrong 
even though there was no obvious reason to believe it] • You 
have to learn to trust/follow your instincts. [=to trust your 
feelings about what is right or true even when you cannot be 
sure that it is right or true] ■ He has been guided throughout 
his career by his political instincts, [noncount] Mere instinct 
alerted her to the danger. ■ He knew by instinct what not to 
say. ■ She seemed to know by instinct that something was 
wrong. — compare intuition 

2 [count]: a natural ability ■ He has a strong survival instinct. 
• an athlete with good instincts — often + for ■ He has a 
strong instinct for survival. ■ She has a natural instinct for 
making the right decisions in her job. — sometimes followed 
by to + verb ■ a strong instinct to survive 

in*stinc-tive /in'stiqktiv/ adj : relating to or based on in¬ 
stinct : based on feelings or desires that do not come from 
thinking or learning ■ Cats have an instinctive desire to hunt. ■ 
an instinctive reaction/response ■ instinctive behavior 

— in*stinc-tive-ly adv ■ She felt instinctively that something 
was wrong. = Instinctively , she felt (that) something was 
wrong. ■ He knew instinctively what not to say. 

in*StinC a tll*al /in'stirjktfawal/ adj ' relating to or based on 
instinct: instinctive ■ instinctual behaviors 
1 institute noun, pi -tutes [count] : an organization created 
for a particular puipose (such as research or education) ■ 
They founded an institute for research into the causes of 
mental illness. ■ an art institute ■ a technical institute • the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
2 in*Sti*tUte / l mst3,tu:t, Brit 'insto,tju:t/ verb -tutes; -tut-ed; 
-tut-ing [+ obj] formal: to begin or create (something, such 
as a new law, rule, or system) ■ By instituting these programs, 
we hope to improve our children’s education. ■ They have in¬ 
stituted new policies to increase public safety. ■ The organiza¬ 
tion was instituted [=established] in 1910. 

in»Sti»tU»tion /^nsta'tu-.Jan, Brit ^nsta'tiu.Jan/ noun, pi 
-tions 

1 [count] a : an established organization ■ an educational/ 
academic institution ■ banks and other financial institutions ■ 
an institution of higher learning b : a place where an orga¬ 
nization takes care of people for a usually long period of 
time ■ She committed herself to a mental institution. [=a hos¬ 
pital for people with mental or emotional problems] • a cor¬ 
rectional institution [=a prison] 

2 [count] a : a custom, practice, or law that is accepted and 
used by many people ■ Family visits are a Thanksgiving insti¬ 
tution. ■ She’s not interested in the institution of marriage. ■ 
the institution of slavery b : someone or something that is 
very well known and established in a particular field or place 
■ He is an institution in local politics. [=he has participated in 
local politics for such a long time that people consider him 
to be a regular part of local politics] • The play has become 
something of an institution on Broadway. 

3 [noncount] : the act of beginning or creating something 
(such as a new law, rule, or system) : the act of instituting 
something ■ the institution of new rules and regulations 

— in-sti-tu-tion-al /^nsta'tujan], Brit ,inst3'tju:j3nj/ adj ■ 
institutional power ■ institutional funds ■ institutional living 
■ institutional care 

in*sti«tu-tion*al*ize also Brit in-sti-tu-tion-al-ise 

/jnsta'tui/ana^aiz, Brit ^nsta'tjuijans^aiz/ verb -iz*es; 
-ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to cause (a custom, practice, law, etc.) to become accept¬ 
ed and used by many people : to establish (something) as an 
institution ■ It will take time to institutionalize these reforms. 

2 : to put (someone, such as a mentally ill person) in an insti¬ 
tution (sense lb) ■ They had to institutionalize their youngest 
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son. ■ She was institutionalized for seven years. 

— in-sti-tu-tion-al-i-za-tion also Brit in*sti*tu*tion*al«i- 
sa*tion /jnsta.tuJ'anala'zeiJ'an, Brit l inst3 l tju'j3n3 l lai- 
‘zeijan/ noun [noncount) 

institutionalized also Brit institutionalised adj 

1 a : created and controlled by an established organization ■ 
institutionalized housing ■ institutionalized religion b : es¬ 
tablished as a common and accepted part of a system or cul¬ 
ture ■ an institutionalized practice ■ institutionalized beliefs 
and values ■ protests against institutionalized racism 

2 [more most ~] — used to describe a person who has 
been living in an insitution (such as a prison) for a very long 
time and is no longer able to live an independent life in the 
outside world ■ After 20 years in prison, he had become com¬ 
pletely institutionalized. 

in—Store /‘in’stoa 1 / adj : existing, happening, or available in 
a store ■ in-store displays/advertising ■ in-store cafes 

instruct /in'strAkt/ -verb -structs; -struct-ed; -struct- 

ing [+ obj] formal 

1 : to teach (someone) a subject, skill, etc. — usually + in or 
on • His friend instructed him in English. ■ Many doctors are 
instructing their patients on the importance of exercise. ■ She 
instructed us on how to interpret the text. 

2 a : to give (someone) an order or command ■ She instruct¬ 
ed us that we were to remain in our seats. — usually fol¬ 
lowed by to + verb ■ She instructed us to remain in our seats. 

— often used as (be) instructed • We were instructed to re¬ 
main in our seats, b law : to give an order or an explana¬ 
tion of a law to (a jury) ■ The judge instructed the jury that 
they should disregard the testimony of the last witness. 

3 Brit : to hire (a lawyer) to represent you in a legal case ■ 
She advised him to instruct a solicitor. 

in»Struc*tion /in'strAk.fan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] a"T a statement that describes how to do some¬ 
thing ■ You should read each instruction carefully. — usually 
plural ■ Our teacher gave us instructions for building the 
model. = Our teacher gave us instructions on how to build 
the model. ■ The manual provides complete/detailed instruc¬ 
tions [= directions ] for installing the software. ■ an instruction 
manual b : an order or command ■ Their instruction was to 
deliver the package by five o'clock. — usually plural ■ We 
had instructions not to admit anyone. ■ I gave you explicit in¬ 
structions to be here by six o’clock. ■ Don’t you know how to 
follow instructions ? [-directions] ■ I did everything according 
to your instructions. 

2 [noncount) : the action or process of teaching : the act of 
instructing someone ■ The after-school program offers/pro¬ 
vides reading instruction to students who need it. — often + 
in ■ The students are receiving instruction in algebra. 

3 [count] computers : a set of letters, numbers, etc., that tells 
a computer to do something ■ The computer can handle one 
million instructions per second. 

in«StruC a tion*al /in'strAkJsn)/ adj, always used before a 
noun : giving information about how to do or use something 
: providing instruction ■ We need more instructional materi¬ 
als in our classrooms. ■ instructional videos ■ These models 
are used for instructional purposes. 
in*StrilC*tive /in'strAktiv/ adj [more most ~]: providing 
knowledge or information : helping to instruct someone ■ It 
was very instructive [informative, educational] to watch the 
doctors work. ■ an interesting and instructive lesson 
in-struc-tor /in'strAkta 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] 

1 : a person who teaches a subject or skill : someone who in¬ 
structs people ■ a swimming/driving instructor 

2 US : a teacher in a college or university who is not a pro¬ 
fessor ■ He’s a poetry instructor at a local community college. 

in»stru»ment /'instramant/ noun, pi -merits [count] 

1 : a tool or device used for a particular purpose ■ instru¬ 
ments of torture ■ The murder weapon was a blunt instru¬ 
ment. (=an object without sharp edges or points]; especially 
: a tool or device designed to do careful and exact work ■ 
surgical/laboratory instruments synonyms see ‘implement 

2 : a device that measures something (such as temperature 
or distance) ■ an instrument designed to measure the Earth’s 
atmosphere ■ Part of her training as a pilot involved learning 
to fly by instruments, [^learning to fly only by looking at the 
instruments in the airplane] 

3 : a device that is used to make music ■ The piano was his 
favorite musical instrument. ■ Do you play any instruments ? 

— see also wind instrument 

4 : someone or something that can be used to do or achieve 
something ■ Movies can be useful instruments of social 


change. [=movies can be used to cause social change] ■ She 
believed that she was an instrument of God. [=she believed 
that God was using her to do things; she believed that God 
was acting through her] 

5 law : an official document that shows legal rights or duties 
■ a mortgage instrument • stocks, bonds, and other financial 
instruments 

in*Stru-men*tal /^nstra'mentj/ adj 

1 [more most ~] : very important in helping or causing 
something to happen or be done — often + in • He was in¬ 
strumental in organizing the club. = He played an instrumen¬ 
tal part/role in organizing the club. ■ Her influence was in¬ 
strumental in bringing the painting to the museum. 

2 music : written for or performed on musical instruments 
: not including singing ■ They played instrumental music at 
the wedding. ■ an instrumental version of a song 

— in-stru-men-taMy /(instra'mentji/ adv • an instrumental- 
ly and vocally beautiful song • He was instrumentally in¬ 
volved in the organization of the club. 

in*Stru*men*tal*ist /iinstra'mentjist/ noun, pi -ists 
[count] : a person who plays a musical instrument * a talent¬ 
ed instrumentalist 

in*Stru*men*ta*tion /,instraman'tei/an/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a way of writing or arranging music so that it can be per¬ 
formed in a particular style or by particular instruments ■ 
jazz instrumentation 

2 : a set of instruments ■ There was a problem with the air¬ 
plane’s instrumentation. 

instrument panel noun, pi ^ -els [count] : a flat surface 
across the front of an airplane’s cockpit that contains the in¬ 
struments used to fly the plane — compare dashboard 
in*SUb*Or*di*nate /,insa'bo^danat/ adj [more most ~] 
formal : not obeying authority : refusing to follow orders ■ 
His behavior was unprofessional and insubordinate. • an in¬ 
subordinate attitude 

— in-sub*or*dl*na-tion /jnsaiboa-da'neijan/ noun [non- 
count) • She was fired for gross insubordination. 

in-sub*stan-tial /,insab'st*njal/ adj [more most ~] 
: not substantial: such as a : not large or important • Their 
contribution to the fund was insubstantial. ■ a very insubstan¬ 
tial [=small] amount of money ■ insubstantial differences b 
: not strong or solid ■ The scarf is beautiful but too thin and 
insubstantial [ -flimsy ] to keep you warm. C : not real : not 
made of a real substance ■ an insubstantial [imaginary] 
place ■ as insubstantial as a ghost 

— in-sub-stan-ti-al-i-ty /jnsab.stEenfi'zelati/ noun [non- 
count) ■ the insubstantiality of the fabric/evidence 

in«SUf*fer*able /in'sAfrabal/ adj [more most ~] : very 
bad or unpleasant : too unpleasant to deal with or accept ■ I 
can’t take any more of her insufferable arrogance. ■ He’s an 
insufferable bore. ■ insufferable [= unbearable . intolerable] 
heat 

— in-suf-fer-ably /in'sAfrabli/ adv [more most ~] ■ an in¬ 
sufferably arrogant woman 

in-suf-fi-cient /,insa'fijant/ adj [more most ~] somewhat 
formal : not having or providing enough of what is needed 
: not sufficient ■ The case was thrown out because of insuffi¬ 
cient evidence. — often followed by to + verb • There was in¬ 
sufficient evidence to prove their case. — often +for ■ His in¬ 
come was insufficient for the family’s needs. 

— in-suf-fi-cien-cy /^nsa'fijansi/ noun, pi -cies [count, 
noncount] • an insufficiency [= deficiency ] of evidence — in- 
suf-fi*cient-ly adv ■ insufficiently strong evidence 

in-SU-lar /'insula 1 , Brit 'insjula/ adj [more most ~] : sepa¬ 
rated from other people or cultures : not knowing or inter¬ 
ested in new or different ideas • an insular [= isolated] group ■ 
the insular world of boarding schools ■ an insular [=narrow] 
way of thinking 

— in»su>lar*i«ty /,insu'lerati, Brit ,insju'l£erati/ noun [non- 
count] • the insularity of the boarding school world 

in-SU'late /'insa.leit, Brit 'insju,leit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; 
-latdng 

1 : to add a material or substance to (something) in order to 
stop heat, electricity, or sound from going into or out of it 
(+ obj ] They used a special type of fiberglass to insulate the 
attic, [no obj ] a material that is able to insulate against cold 

2 [+ obj) : to prevent (someone or something) from dealing 
with or experiencing something : to keep (someone or some¬ 
thing) separate from something unpleasant, dangerous, etc. ■ 
The company has tried to insulate itself from the region’s po¬ 
litical turmoil. ■ I wish I could insulate my children from/ 
against painful experiences. 
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— insulated adj ■ insulated windows and doors ■ an insulat¬ 
ed ceiling • insulated wires ■ Our heating bills are high be¬ 
cause our house is poorly insulated. 

in-SU-la-tion /.insa'leijan, Brit ,insju'leij3n/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

1 : a material or substance that is used to stop heat, electric¬ 
ity, or sound from going into or out of something : a materi¬ 
al that insulates something ■ They used fiberglass insulation. 

2 a : the quality or state of being insulated ■ These materials 
provide the insulation needed in cold weather, b : the act of 
insulating something ■ I hired them to do the insulation of 
the attic. [=to insulate the attic] 

in-SU-la-tor /'insd,Ieita> 'insjujeitd/ noun, pi -tors [count] 
: a material that allows little or no heat, electricity, or sound 
to go into or out of something ■ Metal is not a good insulator. 
in-SU-lin /'msalan, Brit 'insjulan/ noun [ noncount ] medical 
: a substance that your body makes and uses to turn sugar 
into energy If your body does not produce enough insulin, 
you will develop diabetes. ■ His insulin level is too low. 

1 jn-sult /m'sAlt/ verb -suits; -sult-ed; -sult-ing [+ obj\ : to 
do or say something that is offensive to (someone) : to do or 
say something that shows a lack of respect for (someone) ■ 
She felt they had insulted her by repeatedly ignoring her 
questions. • We were greatly insulted by his rudeness. ■ 
They’re understandably insulted when no one asks for their 
opinion on a matter that affects them so much. ■ You’re say¬ 
ing those photos are real? Don’t insult my intelligence. 
[=don’t treat me as though I am stupid; don’t expect me to 
believe those photos are real] 

2 in»Slllt /'in,SAlt/ noun, pi -suits [count] : a rude or offensive 
act or statement: something that insults someone ■ The fans 
hurled/shouted insults at the referee as he walked off the 
field after the game. ■ Their decision to cancel the project 
was an insult to all my hard work. ■ They got into a fight over 
a minor insult. ■ We could hear them angrily trading/ex¬ 
changing insults (with each other). ■ The assignment was an 
insult to our intelligence. [=the assignment was too simple] 
add insult to injury: to do or say something that makes a 
bad situation even worse for someone • Most people were 
forced to work longer hours each week, and to add insult 
to injury , the company decided not to give pay raises, 
insulting adj [more most —]: rude or offensive : showing 

a lack of respect • an insulting remark/attitude ■ insulting lan¬ 
guage — sometimes + to ■ jokes/lyrics that are insulting to 
women 

— in-sul-ting-ly /m'sAltnjli/ adv • an insultingly simplistic 
plot 

in*SU"per*a*ble /m'suiparabal, Brit m'sjurparabal/ adj 
[more most ~] formal, of a problem, difficulty, etc. : impos¬ 
sible to solve or get control of : impossible to overcome ■ 
They succeeded despite some nearly insuperable [insur¬ 
mountable] difficulties. ■ insuperable barriers 
in-sup-port-able /jnsa'poa'tabal/ adj [more most ~] 
formal : more or worse than can be dealt with or accepted ■ 
insupportable [insufferable, intolerable] behavior • an insup¬ 
portable [= unbearable ] burden 
in»SUr»ance /m'Jarans/ noun [noncount] 

1 : an agreement in which a person makes regular payments 
to a company and the company promises to pay money if the 
person is injured or dies, or to pay money equal to the value 
of something (such as a house or car) if it is damaged, lost, or 
stolen ■ life insurance ■ insurance against theft or damage ■ 
health/medical insurance ■ auto insurance • He was very glad 
that he had taken out insurance on the boat. [=that he had 
insured the boat] — see also national insurance 

2 a : the amount of money a person regularly pays an insur¬ 
ance company as part of an insurance agreement ■ What’s 
the monthly insurance on your car? [=how much money do 
you pay each month for insurance for your car?] b : the 
amount of money that a person receives from an insurance 
company ■ After the fire, we used the insurance (money) to 
buy a new house. 

3 : the business of providing insurance ■ She has a job in in¬ 
surance. • I work for an insurance company. 

4 : protection from bad things that may happen in the future 

— usually + against ■ Education provides insurance against 
instability in the job market. ■ The contract provides insur¬ 
ance against future price changes. 

insurance adjuster noun , pi ~~ -ers [count] us: a person 
who works for an insurance company and whose job is to 
decide how much money the company will pay people when 
they are injured or when their property is damaged, lost, or 


stolen — called also (Brit) loss adjuster 
insurance agent noun, pi agents [count] : a person 
whose job is to provide people with insurance — called also 
insurance broker 

insurance policy noun, pl~~ -cies [count ]: 2 policy 
in-sure /in'/a*/ verb -sures; -sured; -sur-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to buy insurance for (something, such as property or 
health) ■ He insured the boat. ■ We insured our house against 
fire and flood damage, b : to provide insurance for (some¬ 
thing, such as property or health) • I found a company that 
will insure my car for less than I’ve been paying. ■ This policy 
will insure your car against theft.; also : to provide (some¬ 
one) with insurance ■ She had difficulty finding a company 
that would insure her. 

2 US : to make (something) sure, certain, or safe : ensure ■ 
They take great care to insure the safety and security of their 
home. ■ We hope that careful planning will insure success. 
insure against [phrasal verb] 1 insure against (something) 

: to make (something bad) less likely to happen usually by 
planning and preparing • Doctors recommend exercising 
to insure against health problems. ■ Despite all of our plan¬ 
ning, we can’t insure against bad weather. 2 insure (some¬ 
one) against (something) : to protect (someone) from 
(something bad) • We can’t insure our children against all 
life’s problems. 

insured adj • having insurance (sense 1) ■ an insured person 
■ insured property ■ All cars in this state must be insured in 
order to legally be driven. ■ “I lost the ring.” “Was it fully in¬ 
sured ?” — often + against • Was your ring insured against 
loss? 

the insured law : a person who has insurance : a person 
whose life, health, or property is insured ■ In the event of 
an injury, the insured will receive payment in 90 days. 
in-SUr-er /m'/aTa 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a company that 
provides insurance • In this policy, the insurer agrees to pay 
for all medical expenses. ■ the country’s leading insurers 
in-SUr-gen-cy /m'sa^ansi/ noun, pi -cies : a usually vio¬ 
lent attempt to take control of a government: a rebellion or 
uprising [count] The insurgency [=insurrection ] has contin¬ 
ued for three years, [noncount] a campaign of insurgency 
in-sur-gent /m^ac&ant/ noun, pi -gents [count] : a person 
who fights against an established government or authority ■ 
Insurgents are trying to gain control of the country’s trans¬ 
portation system. — often used before another noun • an in¬ 
surgent group ■ insurgent attacks 
in-sur-mount-able /iinsa^'mauntabal/ adj [more most 
—] of a problem, difficulty, etc. : impossible to solve or get 
control of : impossible to overcome ■ They were faced with 
several insurmountable obstacles/problems. ■ insurmount¬ 
able debt 

— in-sur-mount.ably /^sa^mauntabli/ adv ■ insurmount¬ 
ably difficult 

in-SUr-rec-tion /imsa'rekfan/ noun, pi -tions : a usually 
violent attempt to take control of a government [count] He 
led an armed insurrection [rebellion, uprising] against the 
elected government, [noncount] acts of insurrection 

— in*sur*rec-tion-ary /jinsa'rckja.neri, Brit (insa'rEkfpri/ 
adj • insurrectionary violence ■ an insurrectionary group 
— in-sur-rec-tion-ist /jmsa'rekjamst/ noun, pi -ists 
[count] • a group of armed insurrectionists 

in-tact /in'tsekt/ adj ■ not broken or damaged : having every 
part ■ The house survived the war intact. ■ After 25 years, 
their friendship remained intact. 
in-take /'n^teik/ noun, pi -takes 

1 : the amount of something (such as food or drink) that is 
taken into your body [noncount] You should limit your dai¬ 
ly intake of fats and sugars, [count] a larger intake of fluids • 
the recommended daily intakes of selected vitamins 

2 [count]: the act of taking something (such as air) into your 
body ■ a sudden intake of breath 

3 [count] : a place or part where liquid or air enters some¬ 
thing (such as an engine) ■ the fuel intake 

4 Brit : the number of things or people that are taken into 
something (such as an organization) [count] The new intake 
of Labour MPs includes many women, [noncount] The 
school’s intake of students has increased in recent years. 

ill-tan-gi-ble /rn'tsenifeabal/ adj [more most ~] : not 
made of physical substance : not able to be touched : not 
tangible ■ Leadership is an intangible asset to a company. ■ an 
intangible benefit 

— intangible noun, pi -gibles [count] ■ Success may depend 
upon such intangibles as talent and experience. 
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in*te*ger /‘mticfea/ noun, pi -gers [count] mathematics : any 
number that is not a fraction or decimal: any whole number 
or its negative ■ positive and negative integers ■ Both 10 and 
-10 are integers. — compare whole number 
in*te*gral /'mtigral/ adj [more —; most ~] : very important 
and necessary ■ Industry is an integral [^essential \ part of 
modem society. • She had become an integral part of their 
lives. — often + to ■ His character is integral [=essential\ to 
the story. ■ Luck was integral to our success. 

— in*te*gral*ly /'mtigrali/ adv ■ She was integrally involved 
in their lives. 

in*te*grate /'mts.greit/ verb -grates; -grat-ed; -grat-lng 

1 [+ obj] a : to combine (two or more things) to form or 
create something ■ The car’s design successfully integrates art 
and/with technology. ■ She integrates elements of jazz and 
rock in her music, b : to make (something) a part of anoth¬ 
er larger thing — usually + into ■ He feels that these books 
should be integrated into the curriculum. [=should be includ¬ 
ed in the curriculum] 

2 a : to make (a person or group) part of a larger group or 
organization — usually + into [+ obj] Ibey have resisted ef¬ 
forts to integrate women into the military, [no obj] Many im¬ 
migrants have found it difficult to integrate into American 
culture, b : to end a policy that keeps people of different 
races apart in (a place, such as a school) [+ obj] She has been 
a leader in the efforts to integrate [-desegregate] public 
schools, [no obj] a law requiring schools to integrate 

— opposite SEGREGATE 

— in*te*gra*tion ^mta'greijsn/ noun [noncount] ■ the inte¬ 
gration of art and/with technology ■ the integration of 
women into the military ■ racial/social integration 

integrated adj [more —• most ~] 

1 : having different parts working together as a unit ■ an in¬ 
tegrated system of hospitals ■ an integrated company 

2 : allowing all types of people to participate or be included 
: not segregated ■ integrated schools ■ an integrated neighbor¬ 
hood 

integrated circuit noun, pi ~ -cuits [count] computers 
: MICROCHIP 

in*te*gra*tion>ist /imts'greijamst/ noun, pi -ists [count] 
: a person who supports racial integration ■ integrationists 
versus segregationists 
in*teg*ri*ty /m'tegrati/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the quality of being honest and fair ■ He has a reputation 
for integrity [=honesty] in his business dealings. ■ He’s a man 
of the highest/greatest integrity. ■ academic integrity • I ad¬ 
mire her artistic/personal integrity. • She had the integrity to 
refuse to compromise on matters of principle. 

2 : the state of being complete or whole ■ Without music, the 
film loses its integrity. • They are trying to preserve the cul¬ 
tural integrity of the community. ■ The earthquake may have 
damaged the building’s structural integrity. 

in*teMect /'mts.lekt/ noun, pi -lects 

1 : the ability to think in a logical way [noncount] She is a 
woman of superior intellect, [count] She has a sharp/keen 
intellect. ■ We were required to read a book every week in or¬ 
der to develop our intellects. • music that appeals to the intel¬ 
lect while still satisfying the emotions 

2 [count] : a very smart person : a person whose intellect is 
well developed ■ He’s recognized as one of the greatest intel¬ 
lects [=minds] currently working in this field. 

1 in*teMeC*tU*al /iinta'lektfawal/ adj 

1 : of or relating to the ability to think in a logical way ■ a 
child’s intellectual development/growth ■ intellectual chal¬ 
lenges ■ intellectual activities/exercises 

2 [more most ~] a : involving serious study and thought 
■ the social and intellectual life of the campus ■ the library’s 
commitment to intellectual freedom [=freedom that allows 
people to think about or study what they want] b of a per¬ 
son : smart and enjoying serious study and thought ■ a rather 
intellectual poet 

— in*tel*lec*tu*al*ly /iinta'lektfawsli/ adv ■ He has grown 
both emotionally and intellectually. 

intellectual noun, pi -als [count] : a smart person who en¬ 
joys serious study and thought : an intellectual person ■ He 
thinks that he’s an intellectual , but he doesn’t know what he’s 
talking about. ■ She’s a hard worker but she’s no great intel¬ 
lectual. ■ a cafe where artists and intellectuals mingle 
intellectual property noun [noncount] law : something 
(such as an idea, invention, or process) that comes from a 
person’s mind ■ Any song that you write is your intellectual 
property. • the protection of intellectual property rights [=the 


rights of a person who has thought of or invented something 
that other people want to use, profit from, etc.] 
in*teMi«qence /m'telaifeans/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the ability to learn or understand things or to deal with 
new or difficult situations ■ She impressed us with her superi¬ 
or intelligence. • a person of average/normal/high/low intelli¬ 
gence • human intelligence — see also artificial intelli¬ 
gence 

2 : secret information that a government collects about an 
enemy or possible enemy ■ military intelligence • gathering 
intelligence about a neighboring country’s activities — often 
used before another noun ■ intelligence sources/operations ■ 
a national intelligence agency; also : a government organiza¬ 
tion that collects such information ■ He was appointed (as 
the) head of army intelligence. 

intelligence quotient noun, pi ~ -tients [count ]: iq 
intelligence test noun, pi ~ tests [count] : a test designed 
to measure a person’s intelligence 

in«teMi«qent /m^elaifeant/ adj 

1 [more—; most ~] : having or showing the ability to easily 
learn or understand things or to deal with new or difficult 
situations : having or showing a lot of intelligence ■ highly/ 
very intelligent [=smart] people ■ She asked some intelligent 
questions. ■ He’s a hard worker but he’s not very intelligent. ■ 
an intelligent decision 

2 : able to learn and understand things ■ intelligent beings ■ 
Dogs are intelligent animals. ■ They are looking for signs of 
intelligent life [=creatures that can learn and understand 
things] on other planets. 

3 : having an ability to deal with problems or situations that 
resembles or suggests the ability of an intelligent person • in¬ 
telligent software ■ an intelligent machine 

— in*teMi*gent*ly adv ■ He spoke/wrote intelligently about 
the changes that are needed. ■ an intelligently designed 
computer system 

in-teMi-gen-tsia /m,tel3'(fecntsija, m^ela'gentsija/ noun 
[singular] : a group of intelligent and well-educated people 
who guide or try to guide the political, artistic, or social de¬ 
velopment of their society — usually used with the ■ Her new 
book has been embraced by the intelligentsia. • His proposals 
were ridiculed by the intelligentsia. Intelligentsia can be 
used with either a singular or plural verb. ■ The intelligentsia 
has/have embraced her new book. 
in-teMi-gi-ble /m'telacfeabal/ adj [more most ~]: able to 
be understood ■ an intelligible plan ■ the ability to make com¬ 
plex concepts intelligible to the average reader; especially 
: clear enough to be heard, read, etc. ■ His diaries include 
passages that are barely intelligible. [=almost impossible to 
read] ■ Very little of the recording was intelligible. 

— opposite unintelligible 

— in*teMi*gi* bil-i-ty /n^telacfcs'bitati/ noun [noncount] • the 
intelligibility of the concepts — in-tel-li-gl- bly 
/m'telacfesbli/ adv • She has trouble speaking intelligibly. 
[=clearly, in a voice that is loud enough, etc.] 

in*tem*per*ate /m'tempsrst/ adj [more most —] formal 
: not temperate: such as a : having extreme conditions • an 
intemperate [=extremely hot/cold] climate/zone ■ intemper¬ 
ate {-severe, stormy] weather b : having or showing a lack 
of emotional calmness or control ■ He wrote an intemperate 
[=angry] letter to his congresswoman. ■ an intemperate dis¬ 
cussion C old-fashioned : often drinking too much alcohol ■ 
an intemperate drinker 

— in-tem*per»ance /m'temparans/ noun [noncount] ■ He 
later regretted the intemperance of his words. • the intem¬ 
perance of the weather 

in»tend /m'tend/ verb -tends; -tend*ed; -tend-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to plan or want to do (something) : to have (some¬ 
thing) in your mind as a purpose or goal • He intended that 
his daughter would inherit the business. = (Brit) He intended 
leaving the business to his daughter. • I didn’t intend any dis¬ 
respect. — usually followed by to + verb • I didn’t intend to 
show any disrespect. ■ He intended to leave the business to his 
daughter. ■ She clearly intends to stay here. ■ He didn’t intend 
to hurt anybody, b : to plan for or want (someone or some¬ 
thing) to do or be something ■ We intended that she come 
with us. — usually followed by to + verb • We intended her to 
come with us. ■ They intended the wedding to be formal. ■ If 
everything goes as intended [=if everything happens in the 
way that has been planned], he will graduate this spring. 

2 a : to want (something that you control, provide, or have 
made) to be used for a particular purpose or by a particular 
person — often followed by to + verb • The person who do- 
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nated the computers intended them to be used in classrooms. 

— often + for ■ The author intended the book for adults. — 
usually used as (be) intended ■ The book was intended for 
adults. ■ These computers were intended [-meant] to be used 
in classrooms. ■ The bullet was intended for him. [=the person 
who shot the gun wanted the bullet to hit him] ■ The film was 
intended to educate people. ■ The program is intended to 
make life easier for working parents. — sometimes + as ■ It 
was never intended as a substitute for the real thing, b : to 
want (something) to express a particular meaning — usually 
used as (be) intended ■ What was intended by the author? 
[=what meaning was the author trying to express?] — often 
+ as ■ The comment was not intended [ =meant ] as an insult. ■ 
The arrests were intended as a warning to other criminals. — 
often followed by to + verb ■ The comment was not intended 
to be an insult. 

1 intended adj : in your mind as a purpose or goal ■ He was 
unable to pursue his intended career. [=the career that he 
wanted/planned to have) ■ What’s your intended destination? 

■ The book failed to reach its intended audience, 
intended noun, pi -eds [count] old-fashioned : a person to 

whom someone is engaged to be married — usually singular 

■ a young man and his intended 
intense /m'tens/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : very great in degree : very strong ■ intense [ =extreme ] 
heat/cold/pain/pressure ■ He shielded his eyes from the in¬ 
tense flash of light. ■ She has an intense dislike for/of her hus¬ 
band’s friend. ■ intense anger 

2 a : done with or showing great energy, enthusiasm, or ef¬ 
fort ■ After many years of intense study, he received his med¬ 
ical degree. • an intense effort ■ School reform is a subject of 
intense debate. ■ The work requires intense concentration, 
b of a person : very serious • He was an intense young man 
who was very determined to do well in school. 

— in-tense*ly adv ■ an intensely ambitious woman ■ The stu¬ 
dents competed intensely for the prize. ■ He gazed at her in¬ 
tensely. 

in-ten-si-f i*er /in'tcnsa^aja-/ noun, pi -ers [count] grammar 
: a word (such as really or very) that gives force or emphasis 
to a statement ■ ‘‘So’’ can function as an intensifier , as in “I'm 
so tired.” — called also intensive 
in-ten-si-fy /m'tcns3,fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing 

1 [no obj ]: to become stronger or more extreme : to become 
more intense ■ We could hear the wind howling outside as 
the storm intensified. • The fighting has intensified. 

2 [+ obj] : to make (something) stronger or more extreme 
: to make (something) more intense ■ They intensified their 
efforts to increase sales. ■ an intensified search for survivors 

— in-ten-si-fi-ca-tion /m^cnsafa'keijan/ noun [noncount] 
a process of intensification [singular] an intensification of 
violence 

in-ten-si-ty /m'tcnsati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount]: the quality or state of being intense : extreme 
strength or force ■ the intensity of the sun’s rays ■ the intensity 
of the argument 

2 : the degree or amount of strength or force that something 
has [count] hurricanes of different intensities [noncount] 
The noise grew in intensity. {=the noise became louder] ■ The 
sun shone with great intensity. 

1 in-ten-si ve /m'tcnsiv/ adj 

1 [more -; most ~] : involving very great effort or work ■ an 
intensive effort ■ intensive study/research ■ an intensive course 
in business writing 

2 grammar : giving force or emphasis to a statement ■ an in¬ 
tensive pronoun/adverb 

3 of farming: designed to increase production without using 
more land ■ intensive farming/agriculture 

— see also capital-intensive, labor-intensive 

— in-ten-sive*ly adv • She trained intensively for two years, 
intensive noun, pi -sives [count] grammar : intensifier 

intensive care noun [noncount] : a section of a hospital 
where special medical equipment and services are provided 
for patients who are seriously injured or ill ■ patients in inten¬ 
sive care = patients in the intensive care unit [-ICU ]: also 
: the medical care provided in such a section ■ Her condition 
will require intensive care. 

1 in-tent /m'tcnt/ noun, pi -tents [count] : the thing that you 
plan to do or achieve : an aim or purpose ■ She thinks I’m 
trying to make things difficult for her, but that’s not my in¬ 
tent. ■ What was the writer’s intent ? ■ The intent of the law is 
to protect consumers. ■ He was charged with assault with in¬ 
tent to kill. 


to all intents and purposes also US for all intents and 
purposes — used to say that one thing has the same effect 
or result as something else ■ Their decision to begin bomb¬ 
ing was, to all intents and purposes, a declaration of war. 
2 intent adj [more most ■—]: showing concentration or great 
attention ■ an intent gaze 

intent on/upon (something) : giving all of your attention 
and effort to a specific task or goal ■ She seems intent on 
destroying our credibility. [=she seems to be determined to 
destroy our credibility] ■ They were intent on their work. 
[=they were focused on their work] 

— in-tent-ly adv ■ She listened intently to the news report. 
in-ten-tion /m'tcnjan/ noun, pi -tions [count] : the thing 

that you plan to do or achieve : an aim or purpose ■ She an¬ 
nounced her intention to run for governor. ■ He seemed to 
think that I was trying to cause problems, but that was never 
my intention. • He said he loved her, but he actually had no 
intention of marrying her. [=he did not intend to marry her] ■ 
We have every intention of continuing with this project [=we 
intend to continue with this project], whatever the cost. ■ He 
bought a dog with the intention of training it to attack in¬ 
truders. ■ He has good intentions, but his suggestions aren’t 
really helpful. ■ Sometimes plans don’t work out well, despite 
the best (of) intentions. — see also well-intentioned 
in-ten-tion-al /m'tcnjan]/ adj ■ done in a way that is 
planned or intended : deliberate • an intentional drug 
overdose ■ an intentional and premeditated killing ■ I apolo¬ 
gize for the omission of your name from the list. It was not 
intentional. — opposite unintentional 

— in-ten-tion-al-ly adv ■ Investigatois suspect that the fire 
was set intentionally. • The test is intentionally designed to 
trick students. 

in-ter /m'ta 1 / verb -ters; -terred; -ter-ring [+ obj]formal : to 
bury (a dead body) ■ a burial site where people have been in¬ 
terred for over a thousand years — opposite disinter 
inter- /mto/ prefix 

1 : between : among : together ■ interlock ■ intertwine ■ inter¬ 
relation • interrelate 

2 : involving two or more ■ international ■ interdepartmental 
• interiaith 

in-ter-act Amta^'askt/ verb -acts; -act-ed; -act-ing [no obj] 

1 : to talk or do things with other people ■ They’re quiet chil¬ 
dren who don’t interact much. — often + with • She interacts 
with other children at nursery school. 

2 : to act together : to come together and have an effect on 
each other — often + with ■ When these two drugs interact 
{with each other), the results can be deadly. 

— in-ter-ac-tion /.mt^'aekjan/ noun, pi -tions [count] so¬ 
cial interactions ■ the interactions between the two drugs 
[noncount] ways to encourage more interaction among 
children 

in-ter-ac-tive /imta-'sektiv/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : designed to respond to the actions, commands, etc., of a 
user ■ interactive software • an interactive Web site 

2 : requiring people to talk with each other or do things to¬ 
gether ■ interactive learning 

— in-ter-ac-tive-ly adv - in-ter-ac-tiv-i-ty /.mtarsek'tiva- 
ti/ noun [noncount] 

in-ter-agen-cy /iinta^eicfeansi/ adj, always used before a 
noun : occurring between or involving different government 
agencies ■ an interagency task force 
in-ter alia Amta^eilija/ adv, formal : among other things ■ 
The collection of paintings included, inter alia , several Rem¬ 
brandts and several Picassos. [=the collection included sever¬ 
al Rembrandts, several Picassos, and other things as well] 
in-ter-breed ^mta^briid/ verb -breeds; -bred /-'bred/; 
-breed-ing ; to cause animals of two different species to 
produce young animals that are a mixture of the two species 
[+ obj] interbreed horses with/and donkeys [no obj] horses 
interbreeding with donkeys 

in-ter-cede /.mt^'si-.d/ verb -cedes; -ced-ed; -ced-ing 

[no obj] formal : to try to help settle an argument or disagree¬ 
ment between two or more people or groups ■ Their argu¬ 
ment probably would have become violent if I hadn’t inter¬ 
ceded. : to speak to someone in order to defend or help 
another person ■ When the boss accused her of lying, several 
other employees interceded on her behalf. 

— in-ter-ces-sion /jinta^scjan/ noun, pi -sions [non¬ 
count] Even the intercession of the United Nations failed to 
bring an end to the war. [count] She thanked them for 
their intercessions on her behalf. 
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in-ter-cept /,mt»'sept/ verb -cepts; -cept*ed; -cept-ing 

[+ obj\ 

1 : to stop and take someone or something that is going from 
one place to another place before that person or thing gets 
there ■ Detectives have been intercepting her mail. • The po¬ 
lice intercepted him as he was walking out. ■ intercept a secret 
message 

2 sports : to catch or receive (a pass made by an opponent) ■ 
He intercepted the pass/ball. ■ {American football) The quar¬ 
terback has been intercepted twice. [=two passes thrown by 
the quarterback have been intercepted! 

— in-ter*cep*tion Amt^'sepjsn/ noun, pi -tions [non¬ 
count] They used a secret code because of the possibility of 
interception by spies, [count] He has made 143 passes with¬ 
out an interception. 

in-ter-cep-tor Amta^'septa/ noun, pi -tors [count] : a fast 
military plane or missile used to defend against enemy 
planes or enemy missiles 

1 in*ter*change /'mta^tfemcfe/ noun, pi -chang*es 

1 : the act of sharing or exchanging things [count] a friendly 
interchange [-exchange] of ideas [noncount] electronic data 
interchange 

2 [count] : an area where two or more highways meet that is 
designed to allow traffic to move from one highway to an¬ 
other without stopping 

2 in-ter-change/.m&femcfe/ verb -chang-es; -changed; 
-chang-ing [+ obj] : to put each of two or more things in 
the place of the other ■ We interchanged the two tires. ■ We 
interchanged the front tire with the rear tire. [=we put the 
front tire on the rear and the rear tire on the frontl 
in-ter.changeable Amt^'tfemcksbsl/ adj : capable of be¬ 
ing used in place of each other ■ These words have similar 
meanings but they’re not (freely) interchangeable (with each 
other). 

— in-ter-change»abil-i-ty / l mt3 , ,tfemcfe3 , bil3ti/ noun [non¬ 
count] — in-ter-change-ably Amt^'tfemcfesbli/ adv ■ He 
uses the terms interchangeably. 

in«ter*city Amta^siti/ adj, always used before a noun : travel¬ 
ing or occurring between cities ■ intercity rail services ■ inter¬ 
city trade 

in-ter-COMe-giate Amta'ks'li.cfest/ adj, always used before 
a noun, chiefly VS : involving or involved in competition be¬ 
tween colleges ■ intercollegiate sports/athletics 
irvter-com /'mta^kaim/ noun, pi -corns [count] : a system 
which allows a person speaking into a microphone to be 
heard on a speaker by people in a different room or area ■ I 
heard my name called on the intercom. • His secretary’s voice 
came over the intercom , telling him that he had a visitor. 
in>ter-COm-mU«ni-Ca-tion / I mt3'k3 1 mju:n3 , keij3n/ noun 
[noncount] : communication between people or groups • in¬ 
tercommunication between employees 
in-ter*corvnect Amtaks'nekt/ verb -nects; -nect-ed; 
-nect*ing : to connect (two or more things) with each other 
[+ obj] The systems are interconnected with/by a series of 
wires. ■ These political issues are closely interconnected, [-re¬ 
lated] [no obj] The lessons are designed to show students 
how the two subjects interconnect. ■ a series of interconnect¬ 
ing stories ■ interconnecting rooms [=rooms that are connect¬ 
ed to each other] 

— in-ter-con-nec-tion Amt^ks'nekjsn/ noun, pi -tions 
[count, noncount] 

in<ter-COn*ti-nen-tal /finta^ka.nts'nentl/ adj 

1 : traveling or occurring between continents ■ interconti¬ 
nental flights/trade/travel 

2 : capable of traveling from one continent to another ■ an 
intercontinental ballistic missile [=ICBM] 

iri'ter-course / , mta‘ 1 koa‘s/ noun [noncount] 

1 : SEXUAL INTERCOURSE 

2 formal \ communication and actions between people ■ the 
unspoken rules of social intercourse 

in-ter-de-nom-i-na-tion*al /,mt3>di,na:m3 , neij3n!/ adj 

: involving different religious groups • an interdenomination¬ 
al service 

in-ter-de-part-ment-al Amta-d^paa-t'mentl/ adj : occur¬ 
ring between or involving different departments (as of a col¬ 
lege) ■ interdepartmental research 
in-ter-de-pen*dent Amtadi'pendsnl/ adj [more most 
~] : related in such a way that each needs or depends on the 
other : mutually dependent ■ The two nations are politically 
independent but economically interdependent. 

— in-ter-de-pen-dence Amta-di'pendsns/ also in«ter»de- 
pen-derucy /.mtadi'pcndsnsi/ noun [noncount] ■ the eco¬ 


nomic interdependence of the two nations — in*ter*de- 
pen*dent*ly adv ■ The nations’ economies function inter- 
dependently. 

in-ter*dis*ci«plin-ary Amt^'disspls^eri/ adj : involving 
two or more academic, scientific, or artistic areas of knowl¬ 
edge : involving two or more disciplines ■ interdisciplinary 
studies 

1 in«ter«est /'mtrsst/ noun, pi -ests 

1 a : a feeling of wanting to learn more about something or 
to be involved in something [noncount] She told us about 
her lifelong interest in music. ■ I have no interest in politics. 
[=1 am not interested in politics] ■ The kids listened to the 
speaker for a little while, but then lost interest. ■ The speaker 
wasn’t able to hold/keep their interest ■ I’ve been following 
his career with (great) interest [singular] She took/had an 
active interest in the political debate. • He expressed/showed 
an interest in learning more about photography, b [non- 
count] : a quality that attracts your attention and makes you 
want to learn more about something or to be involved in 
something ■ The stories about his personal life add interest to 
the book. • He looked through the available magazines, but 
found nothing of interest. [=nothing interesting] ■ I thought 
this article might be of interest to you. ■ We visited many 
places of interest on our vacation. ■ The price of the ticket 
was a Inatter of interest to everyone. ■ a story that has human 
interest = a human-interest story [=a story that is interesting 
because it involves the experiences of real people] 

2 [count] : something (such as a hobby) that a person enjoys 
learning about or doing ■ Music is one of her many interests. ■ 
She has a number of outside interests. [=things that she en¬ 
joys doing when she is not working! 

3 [count] — used when discussing what is the best or most 
helpful thing for someone ■ It’s in your (own) interest to keep 
silent. ■ The judge decided that it would be in the (best) inter¬ 
ests of the child to continue living with her mother. ■ If he re¬ 
fuses to cooperate, he’ll be acting against his own interests. 
[=he’ll be acting in a way that is harmful to himself] ■ a policy 
that is not in the national/public interest [=that is more likely 
to harm than to help the nation/public] ■ The law is intended 
to protect/safeguard the interests of people who have no 
health insurance. • He claims that he has her (best) interests 
at heart. [=that he is concerned about her and wants to help 
her] ■ in the interest of[= for the sake of] fairness, we decided 
to get everyone’s opinion before making a decision. 

4 [noncount] a : the money paid by a borrower for the use 
of borrowed money ■ We pay six percent interest on the loan. 
■ The loan was repaid with interest. ■ monthly interest pay¬ 
ments/charges ■ interest rates ■ an interest-free loan [=a loan 
that the borrower does not have to pay any interest on] b 
: money paid to you by a bank for the money you have in a 
bank account ■ He made about $500 in interest last year. 

— see also compound interest, simple interest 

5 [count] : a legal share in a business or property ■ They of¬ 
fered to buy out his interest in the company. 

6 interests [plural] : a group financially involved in an in¬ 
dustry or business • This law is opposed by the oil interests. 

- see also special interest 

2 interest verb -ests; -est*ed; -est-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to cause (someone) to want to learn more about some¬ 
thing or to become involved in something • Military history 
doesn’t really interest me. ■ It might interest you to know that 
the woman in this photograph is your great-grandmother. ■ 
It interested me to learn that she had once lived in California. 

2 : to persuade (someone) to have, take, or participate in 
(something) ■ Can I interest you in a game of tennis? [=would 
you like to play tennis?] ■ Could I interest you in another cup 
of coffee? [=would you like another cup of coffee?] ■ The 
salesman tried to interest me in a more expensive computer. 

interested adj [more most ~] 

1 a : wanting to learn more about something or to become 
involved in something ■ The listeners were all greatly/very in¬ 
terested in the lecture. ■ students who are interested in ar¬ 
chaeology ■ I’d be interested to learn more about his back¬ 
ground. ■ I’m interested to hear what you have to say. ■ I was 
very interested to learn that she had once lived in California, 
b : having the desire to do or have something ■ Are you inter¬ 
ested in playing tennis? [=would you like to play tennis?] ■ 
Would you be interested in another cup of coffee? [=would 
you like another cup of coffee?] ■ I asked him if he wanted to 
play tennis, but he said he wasn’t interested. 

2 : having a direct or personal involvement in something ■ 
The plan will have to be approved by all interested parties 
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interest group noun, pi ~ groups [count] : a group of 
people who try to influence politics or the policies of govern¬ 
ment, business, etc., in a way that helps their own interests 

— compare pressure group 

in«ter«est*ing /’mtrastii]/ adj [more —; most ~] : attracting 
your attention^ and making you want to learn more about 
something or to be involved in something : not dull or bor¬ 
ing ■ This is one of the most interesting books I’ve read all 
year. • It will be interesting to see how she decides to spend 
the money. • This building has an interesting history. ■ I don’t 
find politics very interesting. ■ I found it interesting to learn 
that she had once lived in California. • Most of what he said 
wasn’t interesting to me. 

— in-ter-est-ing-ly adv ■ He was interestingly dressed. ■ In¬ 
terestingly (enough), these animals rarely fight. [=it is inter¬ 
esting that these animals rarely fight] 

1 in-ter-face /'mta^feis/ noun, pi -fac*es [count] 

1 : the place or area at which different things meet and com¬ 
municate with or affect each other • the man-machine inter¬ 
face ■ the interface between engineering and science 

2 a : a system that is used for operating a computer : a sys¬ 
tem that controls the way information is shown to a comput¬ 
er user and the way the user is able to work with the com¬ 
puter ■ The software has a user interface that’s easy to 
operate. ■ a friendly/clunky interface b : an area or system 
through which one machine is connected to another ma¬ 
chine • We installed an interface between the computer and 
the typesetting machine. 

interface verb -faces; -faced; -fac-ing : to connect or be¬ 
come connected : to connect by means of an interface [+ 
obj] interface a machine with a computer [no obj ] the point 
at which the two machines interface 
in-ter-faith Amta-'feiO/ adj, always used before a noun : in¬ 
volving people of different religions ■ an interfaith dialogue 
in-ter-fere /iinta^fie/ verb -feres; -fered; -fer-ing [no obj ] 
: to become involved in the activities and concerns of other 
people when your involvement is not wanted ■ I tried to offer 
advice without interfering. — often + in ■ I’m sick and tired 
of the way he’s always interfering in my life. ■ We shouldn’t 
interfere [=meddle] in the affaire of other countries. 
interfere with [phrasal verb] 1 Interfere with (something) 
: to stop or slow (something) : to make (something) slower 
or more difficult ■ The drug might interfere with a child’s 
physical development. ■ All of the noise was interfering with 
my concentration. [=was making it hard for me to concen¬ 
trate] 2 interfere with (someone) Brit : to touch (a child) 
in a sexual and improper way 

— interfering adj ■ an interfering old busybody 

— interfering noun [noncount] ■ I’m sick and tired of all 
his interfering. 

in-ter-fer-ence Amta’firans/ noun [noncount] 

1 : involvement in the activities and concerns of other peo¬ 
ple when your involvement is not wanted : the act of inter¬ 
fering • We had to put up with loud noise and constant inter¬ 
ference from the neighbors. ■ interference in the affairs of 
another nation ■ trying to avoid governmental interference 

2 : additional signals that weaken or block the main signal in 
a radio or television broadcast - It was hard to hear the radio 
program because of all the interference. ■ electrical interfer¬ 
ence ■ The TV picture had a lot of interference. 

3 sports : the act of illegally hitting or getting in the way of 
an opponent ■ a hockey player receiving a penalty for inter¬ 
ference 

run interference American football : to run in front of the 
player who is carrying the ball in order to block opponents 

— often used figuratively ■ He was able to survive the 
scandal only because he had several clever assistants who 
ran interference for him. 

in-ter-ga-lac-tic Amtega'lsektik/ adj, always used before a 
noun : existing or occurring between galaxies ■ intetgalactic 
space/travel 

in-ter-gen-er-a-tion-al Amta^cfcena'reiJ'anl/ adj : occur¬ 
ring between or involving people of different age groups ■ in- 
tergenerational conflicts 

in-ter-gov-ern-men-tal Amta^gAV^n'mentl/ adj, always 
used before a noun : occurring between or involving two or 
more governments ■ intergovernmental relations ■ an intergov¬ 
ernmental panel 

1 in-ter-im /'mtaram/ noun [singular] : a period of time be¬ 
tween events : interval ■ The regulations are scheduled to 
change next winter, and in the interim [=meanwhile], we’ll be 
working hard to make all of the appropriate changes. 


interim adj, always used before a noun : used or accepted for 
a limited time : not permanent ■ an interim solution ■ He 
served as the college’s interim [= temporary ] president while 
the committee searched for a permanent replacement. 

1 in-te-ri-or /m'tirija•/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 a : located on the inside of something ■ an interior [=inner] 
surface • a large car with lots of interior room ■ interior walls 
b : suited for use in the inside or on inside surfaces ■ interior 
paint ■ interior lights. — opposite 1 EXTERIOR 

2 : occurring in the mind ■ interior (=(more commonly) in¬ 
ner] thoughts ■ an interior monologue [=a section of a novel, 
story, or play in which a character’s inner thoughts are ex¬ 
pressed] 

interior noun, pi -ors [count] 

T : an inner part, area, or surface ■ a black car with gray 
leather interior • the interior of the house — opposite Exte¬ 
rior 

2 : the part of a country that is far from the coast • They 
traveled deep into the interior of Australia. 

3 ; the events and activities of a country that involve the 
country itself rather than foreign countries ■ Secretary of the 
Interior 

interior design noun [noncount] : the art or job of plan¬ 
ning how the rooms of a building should be furnished and 
decorated — called also interior decoration 
interior designer noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a person 
whose job is to plan how the rooms of a building should be 
furnished and decorated — called also interior decorator 
interj abbr interjection 

in-ter-ject Amta^cfeckt/ verb -jects; -ject-ed; -ject-ing/or- 

mal : to interrupt what someone else is saying with (a com¬ 
ment, remark, etc.) [+ obj] “That’s an interesting idea,” he 
interjected , “but I don’t think you’ve considered all of the de¬ 
tails.” • She listened to us, interjecting remarks every so often. 
[no obj] If I may interject, I have things I’d like to add. 
in-ter-jec-tion Amta^cfeckjan/ noun, pi -tions [count] 
grammar : a spoken word, phrase, or sound that expresses 
sudden or strong feeling • interjections such as “oh,” “alas,” 
and “wow” 

in-ter-lace Amta^'leis/ verb -lac-es; -laced; -lac-ing : to 

join together (narrow things, such as strings or branches) by 
crossing them over and under each other [+ obj] Interlace 
the branches and bend them into a circle, [no obj] The vines 
interlaced with each other. 

— interlaced adj • interlaced fibere/branches 
in-ter-link / l mta p ligk/ verb -links; -linked; -link-ing : to 

connect (two or more things) together : link [+ obj ] inter¬ 
link Web sites [no obj] The Web sites interlink. 
in-ter-lock /.mt^'laik/ verb -locks; -locked; -lock-ina 
: to connect or lock (two or more things) together [+ obj] 
She interlocked her fingers with his. [no obj] The pieces of 
the puzzle interlock (with each other). 
in-ter-IOC-lMor Amta-'laikjatay noun, pi -tors [count] for¬ 
mal : a person who is having a conversation with you ■ He 
often challenges his interlocutors [=the people he is speaking 
to] with difficult questions. 

in-ter-lop-er AmteMoupa/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person 
who is not wanted or welcome by the other people in a situ¬ 
ation or place • I had hoped to help my neighbors, but they 
regarded me as an interloper. 
in-ter-lude /'mta^luid/ noun, pi -ludes [count] 

1 : a period of time between events or activities »She left for 
a brief interlude. ■ He has resumed his acting career after a 
two-year interlude. 

2 : a brief romantic or sexual meeting or relationship ■ They 
always met in the city for their romantic interludes. 

3 : a short piece of music that is played between the parts of 
a longer one, a drama, or a religious service • an orchestral 
interlude • a drama with musical interludes 

in«ter-mar-ry Amt^'meri/ verb -ries; -ried; -ry-ing [no 
obj] : to marry a member of a different racial, social, or reli¬ 
gious group ■ The settlers and the native people seldom inter¬ 
married. 

— in-ter-mar-riage Amt^'mencfc/ noun, pi -riag-es [count, 
noncount] 

in*ter*me-di-ary Amt^'miidheri/ noun, pi -ar-ies [count] 
: a person who works with opposing sides in an argument or 
dispute in order to bring about an agreement ■ He served as 
an intermediary between the workers and the executives. 

— intermediary adj • He was an intermediary agent in the 
negotiations. 

1 in*ter-me-di-ate Amt^'miidijat/ adj 


863 


intermediate • interpersonal 


1 : occurring in the middle of a process or series ■ an inter¬ 
mediate stage of growth 

2 : relating to or having the knowledge or skill of someone 
who is more advanced than a beginner but not yet an expert 

■ I’m taking intermediate French this year. ■ an intermediate 
swimming class ■ an intermediate swimmer 

intermediate noun, pi -ates [count] : a person who has the 
knowledge or skill of someone who is more advanced than a 
beginner but not yet an expert ■ a class for intermediates 
in-ter-ment /in't^mant/ noun, pi -ments [count, noncount] 
formal: the act of burying a dead person 
in-ter-mez-ZO /,internet,sou/ noun, pi -zi /-,si:/ or -zos 
[count] : a short part of a musical work (such as an opera) 
that connects major sections of the work 
in*ter*mi*na*ble /in^smanabal/ adj [more most ~] dis¬ 
approving : having or seeming to have no end : continuing 
for a very long time ■ an interminable war ■ an interminable 
wait 

— in-ter-mi-na-bly /in'tomanabli/ adv ■ an interminably 
long wait 

in-ter-min-gle /^nt^'mingal/ verb -min-gles; -min-gled; 
-min-gling : to mix together [+ obj] In her short stories, 
science fiction and romance are intermingled. = In her short 
stories, science fiction is intermingled with romance, [no 
obj] In her short stories, science fiction and romance inter¬ 
mingle. ■ The colors intermingle perfectly (with each other) 
in the painting. 

ifl-ter-mis-sion /jint^'mijan/ noun, pi -sions [count] : a 
short break between the parts of a performance (such as a 
play, movie, or concert) ■ We’ll return after a brief intermis¬ 
sion. — called also (Brit) interval 
in«ter«mit-tent Aint^'mitnt/ adj : starting, stopping, and 
starting again : not constant or steady ■ The patient was hav¬ 
ing intermittent pains in his side. ■ The forecast is for intermit¬ 
tent rain. ■ There are reports of intermittent [= sporadic ] fight¬ 
ing along the border. 

— in-ter-mit-tent-ly adv ■ It has been raining intermittently 
for the past several days. 

in-ter-mix /.inta^miks/ verb -mix-es; -mixed; -mix-ing 

: to mix together [+ obj] When they talk, they often intermix 
English and/with Spanish, [no obj] groups of people that 
don’t intermix (with one another) 

1 in-tern /'in.ta-n/ noun, pi -terns [count] US 

1 : a student or recent graduate who works for a period of 
time at a job in order to get experience ■ a teaching intern 

2 : a person who works in a hospital in order to complete 
training as a doctor ■ After medical school, he worked as an 
intern at the university hospital. 

2 intern verb -terns; -terned; -tern-ing [no obj] US : to work 
as an intern ■ After medical school, he interned at the univer¬ 
sity hospital. — compare 3 intern 
3 in*tern /‘m.urn, in'tzrn/ verb -terns; -terned; -tern-ing [+ 
obj] : to put (someone who has not been accused of a crime) 
in prison for political reasons especially during a war • They 
are protesting the government’s decision to intern citizens 
without evidence of wrongdoing. — compare 2 intern 
in-ter-nal /m't^nj/ adj 

1 : existing or located on the inside of something ■ the inter¬ 
nal structure of the planet ■ The theory has some internal in¬ 
consistencies. [=some parts of the theory are not consistent 
with other parts] — opposite external 

2 : coming from inside ■ internal pressures — opposite ex¬ 
ternal 

3 a : existing or occurring within your body ■ a patient who 
is experiencing internal bleeding ■ internal organs b : exist¬ 
ing or occurring within your mind ■ internal doubts ■ internal 
thoughts — opposite external 

4 a : existing or occurring within a country ■ internal affairs 

■ the office of internal revenue — opposite external b 
: existing or occurring within an organization (such as a 
company or business) ■ The new policy was spelled out in an 
internal memo 

— in-ter-nal-ly adv • an internally inconsistent theory ■ a pa¬ 
tient who is bleeding internally ■ This medicine is to be tak¬ 
en internally. [=orally] 

internal clock noun, pi ~ clocks [count] 

1 : BODY CLOCK 

2 : a clock or timing device that is inside a computer 
internal combustion engine noun, pi ~ -gines 

[count] : a type of engine that is used for most vehicles : an 
engine in which the fuel is burned within engine cylinders 

in-ter-nal-ize also Brit in-ter-nal-ise /in'ta-na.laiz/ verb 


-iz-es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] : to make (something, such as 
an idea or an attitude) an important part of the kind of per¬ 
son you are ■ They have internalized their parents’ values. 

— in-ter-nal-i-za-tion also Brit in-ter-nal-i-sa-tion /in- 
itenala'zeijan, Brit inrfaina^ai'zeijan/ noun [noncount] ■ in¬ 
ternalization of moral standards 

internal medicine noun [noncount] US : the work of a 
doctor who treats diseases that do not require surgery ■ a 
doctor who specializes in internal medicine 

Internal Revenue Service noun 
the Internal Revenue Service : the department of the U.S. 
federal government that is responsible for collecting taxes 

— abbr. IRS-, compare inland revenue 
in«ter»na»tion»al /(inta^'naejanl/ adj 

1 : involving two or more countries : occurring between 
countries ■ international trade ■ studying international rela¬ 
tions ■ an international agreement ■ international flights • the 
international community ■ international law 

2 : made up of people or groups from different countries ■ 
an international association of chemists 

3 : active or known in many countries ■ an international star 
• She has achieved international fame/recognition. 

— in-ter-na-tion-al-ly adv ■ The process is now recognized 
internationally. ■ an internationally televised event 

international date line noun 
the international date line : an imaginary line that runs 
through the Pacific Ocean from the North Pole to the 
South Pole and that marks the place where each day offi¬ 
cially begins ■ crossing the international date line — called 
also date line 

in*ter*na*tion*al*ism /,intense Jana,lizam/ noun [non¬ 
count] : the belief that it is good for different countries to 
work together ■ a proponent of economic internationalism 

— in-ter-na-tion-al-ist /^nta^'naejanalist/ noun, pi -ists 
[count] — internationalist adj [more most ~] ■ adopt¬ 
ing internationalist positions 

in-ter-na-tion-al-ize also Brit in-ter-na-tion-al-ise 

Ainta^'naejana^aiz/ verb -iz-es; -ized; -iz-ing : to place 
(something) under international control : to make (some¬ 
thing) involve or affect two or more countries [+ obj] inter¬ 
nationalize a business ■ an internationalized economy [no 
obj] a business that has begun to internationalize 

— in-ter-na-tion-al-i-za-tion also Brit in-ter-na-tion-al-i- 
sa-tion Ainta^naejanala'zeijan, Brit ,inta,n 2 ejana,lai- 
'zeijan/ noun [noncount] 

international relations noun [noncount] : an area of 
study or knowledge concerned with relations between differ¬ 
ent countries 

in-ter-ne-Cine /^nta^nEiSun, Brit ^nta'ni^sain/ adj, always 
used before a noun, formal : occurring between members of 
the same country, group, or organization ■ a brutal interne¬ 
cine war/battle ■ internecine feuds ■ a political party that has 
suffered because of bitter internecine rivalries 
In-ter-net /'into 1 ,net/ noun 

the Internet: a system that connects computers throughout 
the world ■ She spent hours surfing the Internet. 

— compare intranet, world wide web 

— Internet adj, always used before a noun ■ an Internet con¬ 
nection ■ an Internet site 

Internet service provider noun, pi ~ -ers [count ]: isp 
in-ter-nist /'in,t»nist/ noun, pi -nists [count] US, medical 
: a doctor who specializes in diseases that do not require sur¬ 
gery : a doctor who specializes in internal medicine 
in-tern-ment /inH^nmant/ noun [noncount] : the act of 
putting someone in a prison for political reasons or during a 
war : the act of interning someone ■ protesting the govern¬ 
ment’s internment of citizens without evidence of wrongdo¬ 
ing the state of being interned ■ trying to escape internment 

— sometimes used before another noun ■ internment camps 
in-tern-ship /‘in^njip/ noun, pi -ships [count] 

1 : a position as an intern ■ She got an internship at the city 
newspaper. 

2 : the period of time when a person is an intern ■ He will fin¬ 
ish his internship in April. 

in-ter-of-fice /^nta^'cufas/ adj, always used before a noun, 
chiefly US : going or happening between people who are part 
of the same company or organization • an interoffice memo ■ 
interoffice mail 

in-ter-per-son-al /^nt^'pa'sanal/ adj, always used before * 
noun [more most ~]: relating to or involving relations be¬ 
tween people : existing or happening between people ■ inter¬ 
personal communication ■ interpersonal skills/relationships 
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in*ter»plan*e*tary /imto-'plsena^eri/ Uili, always used be- 
fore a noun, astronomy : existing or occurring between plan¬ 
ets ■ interplanetary travel ■ interplanetary space 
in*ter*play /'mta^plei/ noun : the ways in which two or 
more things, groups, etc., affect each other when they hap¬ 
pen or exist together [ noncount ] — often + between or of' 
the interplay between the old and the new ■ enjoys the inter¬ 
play of three very different flavors [singular] — + of' a com¬ 
plex interplay of light and color 
ln*ter*pol /'mtaspoul, Brit 'mt3,pDl/ noun [singular] : an in¬ 
ternational police organization that works with the police of 
different countries to fight crime 
in*ter-po-late /m'tepsjleit/ verb -lates; -lat*ed; -lathing 
[+ obj ] formal : to put (something) between other things or 
parts ■ He smoothly interpolates fragments from other songs 
into his own.; especially : to put (words) into a piece of writ¬ 
ing or a conversation • He interpolated a very critical com¬ 
ment in/into the discussion. 

— in-ter-po-la-tion /m^aps'leijsn/ noun, pi -tions [count, 
noncount ] 

in*ter-pose Amta^pouz/ verb -pos*es; -posed; -posting 

[+ obj] formal 

1 : to place (someone or something) between two or more 
things or people ■ The new system has interposed a bureau¬ 
cratic barrier between doctors and patients. ■ He tried to in¬ 
terpose himself between the people who were fighting. 

2 : to interrupt a conversation with (a comment) ■ Please al¬ 
low me to interpose a brief observation. 

in«ter«Pret /m't&prst/ verb -prets; -pret»ed; -preMng 

1 [+ obj] : to explain the meaning of (something) • interpret a 
dream ■ We need someone to interpret these results for us. • 
How should we interpret the law/rules/decision? 

2 [+ obj ]: to understand (something) in a specified way ■ I in¬ 
terpreted his behavior to mean that he disliked me. — often 
+ as • I interpreted his behavior as indicating that he disliked 
me. • Her comment was meant to be interpreted as sarcasm. 

3 [+ obj ]: to perform (something, such as a song or a role) in 
a way that shows your own thoughts and feelings about it ■ 
Eveiy actor interprets the role of Hamlet a little differently. 

4 [no obj ] : to translate the words that someone is speaking 
into a different language : to repeat what someone says in a 
different language than the language originally used ■ I’ll 
need someone to interpret for me when I travel to China. 

— compare translate 

— in-ter-pret-able /m'ta-prstsbsl/ adj [more most ~] ■ 
These results are not easily interpretable. 

in*ter*pre*ta-tion /nVaprs'teiJsn/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : the act or result of explaining or interpreting something 
: the way something is explained or understood [count] We 
did not agree with his interpretation [= explanation ] of the re¬ 
sults. ■ There were many interpretations of [=many ways to 
interpret] his behavior. ■ a literal/loose interpretation of the 
law [noncount] The truth will only be found by careful inter¬ 
pretation of the evidence. ■ His remarks need further inter¬ 
pretation. ^ If something is open/subject to interpretation it 
can be understood in different ways ■ Every art form is sub¬ 
ject to interpretation. 

2 [count ]: a particular way of performing something ■ an ac¬ 
tor’s interpretation of the role of Hamlet 

— in-ter-pre-tive /m'taprstiv/ or in»ter«pre*ta*tive 
/m'taprSjteitiv/ adj • a series of interpretive essays 

in»ter*pret*er /m'taprsta 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a person 
who translates the words that someone is speaking into a dif¬ 
ferent language ■ He has now learned English well enough 
that he can conduct interviews without an interpreter. 'He 
gave his statement through an interpreter. [=an interpreter 
translated his statement] 

in*ter*ra*cial ^inta^ei/sl/ adj '■ involving people of differ¬ 
ent races ■ an interracial marriage 
in-ter-re-late ^mtan'leit/ verb -lates; -lat*ed; -latdng 

1 [no obj] : to have a close or shared relationship ■ I like the 
way the characters interrelate in the novel. ■ Linguists have 
found that language interrelates closely with culture. 

2 [+ obj] : to make or show a relationship between (things or 
people) • Linguists have tried to interrelate language with/ 
and culture. 

— interrelated adj [more most ~] ■ a number of interre¬ 
lated topics • Linguists have found that language and cul¬ 
ture are closely interrelated. — in-ter«re«lat*ed-ness 
noun [noncount] — in«ter»re»la»tion /.mtan'leijsn/ noun, 
pi -tions [count, noncount] ■ understanding the interrela¬ 
tions of/between/among different animal species — ln»ter¬ 


re-la-tion-ship /,mtan , leij3n,jip/ noun, pi -ships 
[count, noncount] • the interrelationships among all forms 
of life 

in-ter-ro-gate /m'ters^eit/ verb -gates; -gat-ed; -gat¬ 
ing [+ obj] : to ask (someone) questions in a thorough and 
often forceful way • interrogate a prisoner of war ■ The sus¬ 
pect was interrogated (by the police) for several hours. 

— in-ter-ro-ga-tion /nVers'gei/sn/ noun, pi -tions [count, 
noncount] • He conducted a skillful interrogation of the wit¬ 
ness. — in-ter-ro-ga-tor /m'ters^eita-/ noun, pi -tors 
[count] ■ a skillful interrogator 

1 in-ter-rog-a-tive /,mt3'ra:g3tiv/ adj 

1 grammar a : having the form of a question rather than a 
statement or command ■ “Did you go to school today?” is an 
interrogative sentence, b : used to ask a question • an inter¬ 
rogative pronoun such as “who” — compare declarative, 
IMPERATIVE 

2 formal : asking a question : having the form or force of a 
question ■ She had an interrogative expression/look on her 
face. ■ an interrogative tone of voice 

interrogative noun, pi -tives [count] grammar : a word 
(such as who, what , or which ) that is used in asking a ques¬ 
tion 

the Interrogative : the form that a phrase or sentence has 
when it is asking a question ■ “Is this sentence in the inter¬ 
rogative ?” “Yes, it is.” 

in«ter»rupt /,mt3'rApt/ verb -rupts; -rupt-ed; -rupt-ing 

1 : to ask questions or say things while another person is 
speaking : to do or say something that causes someone to 
stop speaking [+ obj] Please don’t interrupt me (while I’m 
talking), [no obj] It’s not polite to interrupt. • Please don’t in¬ 
terrupt (while I’m talking). 

2 [+ obj] : to cause (something) to stop happening for a time ■ 
His dinner was interrupted by a phone call. • We interrupt this 
program to bring you a special announcement. 

3 [+ obj] : to cause (something) to not be even or continuous 
: to change or stop the sameness or smoothness of (some¬ 
thing) ■ Every summer periods of cool weather occasionally 
interrupt the intense heat. — often used as (be) interrupted • 
The intense heat is occasionally interrupted by periods of 
cool weather. ■ a grassy plain interrupted by a lone tree 

— in-ter-rup-tion ^mts'rApJsn/ noun, pi -tions [count] 
The dynasty lasted several hundred years, with only a few 
interruptions. ■ I wish it were possible to watch television 
without all the commercial interruptions. • frequent/an¬ 
noying interruptions [noncount] She spoke for an hour 
without interruption. ■ There shouldn’t be any interruption 
in/to your phone service. 

in*ter*SChO-laS"tiC Amtasks'laestik/ adj, always used be¬ 
fore a noun, US : existing or done between schools ■ inter¬ 
scholastic sports/athletics 

in-ter-sect /.mt^'sekt/ verb -sects; -sect*ed; -sect-ing 

1 a [+ obj] : to divide (something) by passing through or 
across it: CROSS • A dry stream bed intersects the trail in sev¬ 
eral places. ■ Line A intersects line B. = Line B is intersected 
by line A. = Line A and line B intersect each other b [no obj] 
: to meet and cross at one or more points ■ Line A intersects 
with line B. ■ intersecting lines/paths/streets ■ The two roads 
intersect at the edge of town. 

2 [no obj] : to share some common area ■ the place where 
politics and business intersect [= overlap ] = the place where 
politics intersects with business 

in*ter*seotion /imta^sekjsn/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : the place or point where two or more things come 
together; especially : the place where two or more streets 
meet or cross each other ■ The accident occurred at a busy 
intersection. 

2 [noncount] : the act or process of crossing or intersecting ■ 
two possible points of intersection • the intersection of line A 
and/with line B 

in-ter-sperse /.mt^'spa*/ verb -spers-es; -spersed; 
-spers-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to put (something) at different places among other things 
■ You should intersperse these pictures evenly throughout the 
book. ■ Some seagulls were interspersed among the ducks. 

2 : to put things at different places within (something) — + 
with ■ intersperse a book with illustrations — usually used as 
(be) interspersed • The book was nicely interspersed with illus¬ 
trations. ■ The forecast calls for scattered showers inter¬ 
spersed with sunny periods. [=scattered showers with sunny 
periods between the showers) 

1 in»ter«State ^mta-'steit/ adj, always used before a noun : re- 
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lating to or connecting different states : existing or occur¬ 
ring between states especially in the U.S. • an interstate high¬ 
way ■ interstate commerce/transportation 
2 in-ter-state /'mta^steit/ noun, pi -states [count\ US : a ma¬ 
jor highway that connects two or more states : an interstate 
highway ■ You’ll get there quicker if you take the interstate. • 
Interstate 90 

in-ter-SteMar AmtaAtelaV adj, always used before a noun 
: existing or occurring between stars ■ interstellar space/gas/ 
dust 

in-ter'Stice /m'to'stos/ noun, pi -stic*es /m'tast^sirz/ 
[count] formal : a small space that lies between things : a 
small break or gap in something — usually plural ■ the inter¬ 
stices [=cracks] of/between the bricks 
iri"ter-tid*al /,mtytait)/ adj, always used before a noun, tech¬ 
nical : of or relating to the area of the shore that is between 
the low point and the high point of the tide ■ animals that live 
in the intertidal zone 

in*ter*tri*bal /.mtaAraibal/ adj, always used before a noun 
: existing or occurring between tribes • intertribal warfare/ 
politics 

in-ter-twine /.mtaAwain/ verb -twines; -twined; -twin¬ 
ing 

1 : to twist (things) together [+ obj] — often used as (be) in¬ 
tertwined • The branches are intertwined (with each other) 
and grow into a solid wall. ■ Colored ribbons were intertwined 
in her hair, [no obj ] The branches intertwine (with each oth¬ 
er) to make a solid wall. ■ intertwining branches 

2 : to be or become very closely involved with each other 
[no obj] He’s always telling stories in which the present and 
the past intertwine. [+ obj] His fate is intertwined with hers. 

in«ter»val /'mtawal/ noun, pi -vals [count] 

1 : a period of time between events : PAUSE • a three-month 
interval between jobs ■ There might be long intervals during/ 
in which nothing happens. ■ The sun shone for brief intervals 
throughout the day. 

2 music : the difference in pitch between two notes 

3 Brit : intermission ■ There will be a 20-minute interval 
between acts one and two. 

at Intervals 1 : with an amount of space in between ■ 
There are signs at regular intervals along the outside wall. ■ 
The chairs were placed at intervals of two feet. 2 : with an 
amount of time in between ■ It recurs at (regular) intervals 
of every six months. 

in«ter-vene /.mta^irn/ verb -venes; -vened; -ven-ing 

[no obj] 

1 : to come or occur between two times or events ■ Twenty 
years intervened between their first and last meetings. 

2 : to become involved in something (such as a conflict) in 
order to have an influence on what happens ■ The prisoner 
asked me to intervene with the authorities on his behalf. • 
The military had to intervene to restore order. — often + in ■ 
We need the courts to intervene in this dispute. 

3 : to happen as an unrelated event that causes a delay or 
problem ■ We will leave on time unless some crisis intervenes. 

— intervening adj, always used before another noun ■ They 
have spent the intervening years trying to figure out what 
happened. — in*ter-ven-tion /^ta^'venfan/ noun, pi 
-tions [ noncount] praying for divine intervention ■ This 
situation called for military intervention. ■ The program is 
able to run without intervention by the user. ■ medical in¬ 
tervention [= treatment] [count] military interventions 

in-ter-ven-tion-ism /.mte'venjaimzam/ noun [noncount] 
: a government policy or practice of doing things to directly 
influence the country’s economy or the political affairs of 
another country ■ a proponent of aggressive economic inter¬ 
ventionism 

— in«ter*ven*tion«ist /^tyvenfamst/ adj [more most 
~] ■ interventionist policies/government — intervention¬ 
ist noun, pi -ists [count] • a die-hard interventionist 

in-ter-ver-te-bral disc /^taSretobrai-/ noun, pi ~ discs 
[count] : disc 4 

1 in«ter»view /'mta^vju:/ noun, pi -views [count] 

1 : a meeting at which people talk to each other in order to 
ask questions and get information: such as a : a formal 
meeting with someone who is being considered for a job or 
other position ■ The company is holding interviews for sever¬ 
al new jobs. If you have an interview, you have an ap¬ 
pointment to speak to someone who could hire you. ■ I have 
a job interview tomorrow morning, b : a meeting between a 
reporter and another person in order to get information for 
a news story ■ a journalist conducting/doing interviews with 


political leaders ■ an actor who has stopped giving/granting/ 
doing interviews [=an actor who no longer talks to report¬ 
ers]; also : a written or taped record of such a meeting ■ The 
interview will be shown on tonight’s news. ■ This library has a 
large collection of his interviews. ■ a published interview 
2 US, informal : a person who is interviewed : interviewee 

■ He is a very entertaining interview. ■ She’s always been 
known as one of Hollywood’s best/toughest interviews. 

interview verb -views; -viewed; -view-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to question or talk with (someone) in order to get 
information or learn about that person • The company will 
start interviewing candidates for the job tomorrow. ■ Few of 
the people interviewed for the job seemed at all suitable. ■ 
She’s been interviewed on television many times. ■ The police 
are interviewing [= interrogating ] several witnesses. 

2 [no obj] US : to participate in an interview for a position 
(such as a job) ■ He has interviewed with many companies, 
but he still hasn’t found a job. — often + for ■ Several people 
are now interviewing for the position. 

— in-ter-view*er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ an interviewer who 
is known for asking tough questions 

in-ter-view-ee Amta^vjur'i:/ noun, pi -ees [count] : a per¬ 
son who is interviewed ■ He asked the interviewee some very 
personal questions. 

in-ter-war /jmta^wo &/ adj, always used before a noun : oc¬ 
curring between wars; especially : occurring between World 
War I and World War II ■ during the interwar years 
in-ter- weave AmtaAviiv/ verb -weaves; -wove 

Amta^wouv/; -woven /.mtsAvouvan/; -weaving [+ obj] 
: to twist or weave (threads, fibers, etc.) together ■ The long 
strands of ribbon are interwoven (together). ■ a house built 
from poles interwoven with vines ■ a mat of interwoven fibers 

— often used figuratively ■ The two themes are interwoven 
throughout the poem. • He interweaves advice and amusing 
stories to create an entertaining book. ■ His life is closely in¬ 
terwoven with hers. 

in-tes-tate /m'te,steit/ adj, law : not having made a will ■ He 
died intestate. [=he did not have a will when he died] 
in*tes*tine /mtestan/ noun, pi -tines [count] : a long tube 
in the body that helps digest food after it leaves the stomach 

— see also large intestine, small intestine 

— in-tes-ti-nal /m'testanj/ adj ■ the intestinal tract/wall ■ in¬ 
testinal tissue ■ intestinal gas ■ an intestinal disease — see 
also intestinal fortitude at fortitude 

in-ti-ma*cy /'mtamasi/ noun, pi -cies 

1 : an intimate quality or state: such as a : emotional 
warmth and closeness [noncount] the intimacy of old friends 

■ the intimacy of their relationship ■ a fear of intimacy [sin¬ 
gular] He felt he achieved a certain intimacy with her. b 
[noncount] : a quality that suggests informal warmth or 
closeness • The band liked the intimacy of the nightclub. 

2 [noncount]: sexual relations ■ sexual/physical intimacy 

3 [count] : something that is very personal and private — 
usually plural ■ They shared intimacies about their private 
lives. 

1 in-ti-mate /■mtamat/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : having a very close relationship : very warm and friendly 

■ an intimate acquaintance ■ They remained intimate friends 
throughout their lives. ■ We have an intimate friendship with 
our neighbors. = We are on intimate terms with our neigh¬ 
bors. [=we are very close friends with our neighbors] 

2 : very personal or private ■ intimate thoughts/feelings ■ in¬ 
timate secrets ■ sharing an intimate moment ■ an intimate 
conversation ■ ( chiefly US) a store that sells intimate apparel 
[=women’s underwear and clothes for sleeping] 

3 : involving sex or sexual relations ■ They are in an intimate 
and committed relationship. ■ He denies that they were ever 
intimate. - He denies that he was ever intimate with her. 
[=that he ever had sexual relations with her] 

A of a place : private and pleasant in a way that allows people 
to feel relaxed and comfortable ■ The room is small and inti¬ 
mate. ■ an intimate nightclub 

5 : very closely related or connected : very close ■ There is 
an intimate connection/relationship between diet and health. 

6 : very complete ■ She has an intimate [=very detailed] 
knowledge of the company. ■ The story is now known in inti¬ 
mate detail. ■ an intimate understanding of the process 

— in-ti-mate-ly adv ■ She is intimately associated/involved 
with the production. ■ The problem is intimately connected 
with/to our culture. ■ intimately familiar with the experi¬ 
ence ■ Diet and health are intimately [=very closely] relat- 
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ed. ■ Their careers are intimately linked. ■ She knows the 
city intimately. [=very well] 

2 in-ti«mate /'intamat/ noun, pi -mates [count] somewhat for¬ 
mal : a very close and trusted friend : an intimate friend ■ 
His coworkers knew him as "Robert,” but his intimates 
called him “Robbie.” 

3 in*ti*mate /'inta.meit/ verb -mates; -mat-ed; -mat-ing [+ 

obj] : to say or suggest (something) in an indirect way ■ He 
intimated (to us) that we should plan to arrive early. 

— in-ti*ma*tion Ainta'meijan/ noun, pi -tions [count] the 
earliest intimations [=hints\ of spring ■ Even at the begin¬ 
ning, there were intimations [=suggestions] that the project 
was in trouble, [noncount] He hasn’t given any intimation 
of his plans. 

in-tim-i-date /m'tm^deit/ verb -dates; -dat*ed; -dating 

[+ obj] : to make (someone) afraid ■ He tries to intimidate his 
opponents. ■ You shouldn’t allow his reputation to intimidate 
you. — often used as (be) intimidated ■ Many people are in¬ 
timidated by new technology. ■ Some people are easily intim¬ 
idated. ■ She was intimidated by the size of the campus. 

— intimidated adj [more —; most ~] ■ I feel less intimidated 
now than I did when I stalled the job. — intimidating adj 
[more most ~ ] ■ He is one of the most intimidating men I 
have ever met. ■ Speaking in front of a large audience can 
be very intimidating. — in»tim-i-dat*ing»ly /in'tim3,dei- 
tnjli/ adv ■ The system is intimidatingly complex. — in»tim- 
i-da-tion /in.tima'deijan/ noun [noncount] ■ intimidation 
of jurors/witnesses ■ enforcing agreement by intimidation 
or violence — in-tim*i-da-tor /in'tima,deita*/ noun, pi 
-tors [count] 

inti, or intnl. abbr international 
in "to /'intu, 'inta/ prep 

1 : to or toward the inside of (something) ■ She came into the 
room/house. ■ a medicine injected into the bloodstream ■ 
Please put the bowl into the sink/cupboard. ■ They were 
heading into town. ■ He jumped into the pool. 

2 : in the direction of (something) ■ You should never look 
directly into [-toward] the sun. ■ She was just staring into 
space. ■ peering/looking into the past/future 

3 — used to describe hitting or touching something or some¬ 
one ■ He ran into [-against] a wall. * She bumped into me. 

4 : to the state, condition, or form of (something) ■ She was 
shocked into silence. ■ come into being/existence • as day 
turns into night ■ I got into trouble again. ■ her slow descent 
into madness ■ converting sunlight into electricity ■ He trans¬ 
lated the poem from Latin into English. ■ change dollars into 
euros ■ breaking up into smaller pieces 

5 a — used to say that something or someone has become a 
part of something ■ They entered into an alliance. ■ He was 
bom into a once-proud family, b — used to say that some¬ 
one has become involved in something (such as a profession) 
■ She wants to get into politics. ■ He decided to go into farm¬ 
ing. [=he decided to be a farmer] C — used to say that 
someone has been forced or persuaded to do something ■ He 
was pressured into doing this by his boss. • I was talked into 
joining the class. 

6 informal — used to say that someone is interested in and 
excited about (something) ■ He was never into sports. ■ I’m 
really into her music. • I usually enjoy her books, but I just 
couldn’t get into this one. 

7 — used to say how long something lasts ■ The party contin¬ 
ued well/far/long/late into the night. ■ This snow should last 
well into the spring. ■ The heat wave will continue into next 
week. 

8 : relating to or concerning (something) ■ an investigation 
into the causes of the accident 

9 — used to describe dividing one number by another num¬ 
ber ■ Six goes into 18 three times. ■ Dividing 3 into 6 gives 2. 
be into (someone) for US, informal : to owe someone (an 

amount of money) ■ I'm into him for a thousand dollars. 
in«tol*er«a*ble /in'tailarabal/ adj [more most ~] : too 
bad, harsh, or severe to be accepted or tolerated : not tolera¬ 
ble ■ The situation was totally intolerable [-unacceptable] to 
us. ■ intolerable [-unbearable] pain/behavior ■ She divorced 
him on the grounds of intolerable cruelty. 

— in-tol-er-a-bly /in'tcnlarabli/ adv • intolerably cruel/dull/ 
boring. 

in*tol*er-ant /in'tcnlarant/ adj 
1 [more most -] a : not willing to allow or accept some¬ 
thing — often + of ■ He is intolerant of weakness/failure. ■ 
They were intolerant of his lifestyle, b disapproving : not 
willing to allow some people to have equality, freedom, or 


other social rights ■ an intolerant [= bigoted] racist 
2 medicine : unable to take a certain substance into the body 
without becoming sick ■ people who are lactose intolerant 
[=unable to eat foods that contain lactose] — often + of ' pa¬ 
tients who are intolerant of certain drugs 

— in-tol-er-ance /in'ta:larans/ noun [noncount] ■ intoler¬ 
ance towards/to outsiders ■ fighting the forces of racism 
and intolerance ■ a campaign against religious intolerance ■ 
lactose intolerance — in»tol«er«ant*ly adv 

in-to-na-tion /iintou'neijan/ noun, pi -tions : the rise and 
fall in the sound of your voice when you speak [noncount] 
identical sentences, differing only in intonation [count] sen¬ 
tences with different intonations 
in-tone /in'toun/ verb -tones; -toned; -ton-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to speak (a prayer, poem, etc.) in a way that sounds like 
music or chanting ■ intone a prayer 

2 : to say (something) in a slow and even voice ■ “Coming 
soon to a theater near you,” the announcer intoned. 

in to-to /in'tou^ou/ adv, formal : as a whole : totally or 
completely ■ The judge accepted/rejected the testimony in 
toto. 

in-tOX-i-cant /in'tciiksikant/ noun, pi -cants [count]formal 
: something (such as an acoholic drink) that causes people to 
become excited or confused and less able to control what 
they say or do : an intoxicating substance • The use of intox¬ 
icants and stimulants is prohibited. • He was driving under 
the influence of intoxicants. 

in-tox-i-cate /in'ta;ksi,keit/ verb -cates; -cat*ed; -eat¬ 
ing [+ obj] somewhat formal 

1 of alcohol, a drug, etc. : to make (someone) unable to think 
and behave normally ■ The little bit of beer I drank was not 
enough to intoxicate me. 

2 : to excite or please (someone) in a way that suggests the 
effect of alcohol or a drug — usually used as (be) intoxicated 
■ He was intoxicated by the power of his position in the gov¬ 
ernment. ■ He was intoxicated by her beauty. 

— in*tox*i*ca*tion /injtaiksa'keijan/ noun [noncount] • She 
drank to the point of intoxication. ■ He was arrested for 
public intoxication. [=for being drunk in public] ■ the in¬ 
toxication of power 

in-tox-i-cat-ed /in'tcuksijkeitad/ adj [more most ~] 
somewhat formal : affected by alcohol or drugs; especially 
: drunk ■ He appeared to be very intoxicated. ■ Driving 
while intoxicated is illegal. 

intoxicating adj [more most ~] somewhat formal 

1 : causing intoxication; especially : able to make someone 
drunk ■ intoxicating beverages ■ the intoxicating effects of al¬ 
cohol 

2 : causing someone to have strong feelings ot excitement or 
pleasure ■ the intoxicating power of his position in the gov¬ 
ernment ■ her intoxicating beauty 

in-tra- /‘intra/ prefix 

1 : within something ■ intramural — opposite extra- 

2 : in or into something ■ intravenous 

in-trac-ta-ble /in'traektabal l adj [more most ~] formal 

1 : not easily managed, controlled, or solved ■ an intractable 
problem • an intractable mystery/question 

2 : not easily relieved or cured ■ a patient experiencing in¬ 
tractable pain • an intractable infection/disease 

— in«trac*ta-bil*i*ty /in^raskta'bilati/ noun [noncount] ■ the 
intractability of the problem/disease — in*trac*ta-bly 
/in'traektabli/ adv ■ an intractably complicated problem 

in-tra-mu-ral /,intra , mja‘ral/ adj, US : existing or occurring 
within a particular group or organization (such as a school) • 
intramural sports [=sports in which the students of one 
school compete against each other instead of competing 
against other schools] 

in-tra-net /'intranet/ noun, pi -nets [count] computers : a 
network that works like the Internet but can only be used by 
certain people (such as the employees of a company) ■ a cor¬ 
porate intranet 

in-tran-si-gent /in'trasnsaefeant/ adj [more most —] for¬ 
mal : completely unwilling to change : very stubborn ■ in¬ 
transigent enemies/opponents ■ He has remained intransigent 
in his opposition to the proposal. 

— in-tran-si-gence /in'traensacfeans/ noun [noncount] • 
fighting bureaucratic intransigence — in-tran«si»gent-ly 
adv 

in-tran-si-tive /in'traensativ/ adj, grammar, of a verb ; not 
taking or having a direct object ■ an intransitive verb ■ In “I 
ran" and “The bird flies," “ran” and “flies” are intransitive. 

— compare transitive 



867 


intrastate • intrude 


— in-tran-si-tive-ly adv • Some verbs can be used both in¬ 
transitively and transitively. 

in*tra*State Amtra'steit/ adj, always used before a noun : oc¬ 
curring within a state • intrastate commerce/trucking ■ in¬ 
trastate football rivals 

in-tra-uter-ine ^mtra'juitaran, ,mtr3'ju:t3,rain/ adj, always 
used before a noun, medical : used or occurring within the 
uterus ■ an intrauterine growth 

intrauterine device noun, pi ~ -vices [count] medical : a 
device that is inserted in the uterus and left there to prevent 
pregnancy — called also 1UD 

in-tra-ve-nous /,mtr3'vi:n3s/ adj, always used before a 
noun : through, in, or into a vein : entering the body 
through a vein ■ intravenous feedings/drugs ■ an intravenous 
needle 

— in-tra-ve-nous-ly adv • She is being given the medication 
intravenously. 

in tray noun, pi ~ trays [count ]: in-box 
in-trep-id /m'trepad/ adj [more most ~] literary + often 
humorous : feeling no fear : very bold or brave • an intrepid 
explorer 

in*tri-ca*cy /'mtrakasi/ noun, pi -cies 

1 [ noncount \ : the quality or state of being complex or hav¬ 
ing many parts : the quality or state of being intricate ■ She 
admired the composition for its beauty and intricacy. ■ the 
intricacy [= complexity ] of the design/plan 

2 [count] : something that is complex or detailed : something 
intricate ■ I had trouble following all the intricacies in the 
plot. • the intricacies of English grammar 

in-tri-cate /'mtrekat/ adj [more most ~] : having many 
parts ■ intricate machinery ■ an intricate [= complex ] design/ 
pattern ■ The movie has an intricate plot. 

— in-tri-cate-ly adv • intricately woven fabric ■ an intricately 
carved mantel 

1 in-trigue /m'tri:g/ verb -trigues; -trigued; -trigu-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to make (someone) want to know more about 
something : to cause (someone) to become interested • Your 
idea intrigues me. — often used as (be) intrigued ■ She was in¬ 
trigued with/by what he had to say. 

2 [no obj] formal : to make secret plans — usually + against • 
They were arrested for intriguing against the government. 

2 in*trigue /'m.titg/ noun, pi -trigues 

1 [noncount] : the activity of making secret plans ■ a novel of 
intrigue and romance ■ an administration characterized by 
intrigue and corruption 

2 [count] : a secret plan ■ political intrigues 

iri'trigu-ing /m'tri:gio/ adj [more most ~]: extremely in¬ 

teresting : fascinating • an intriguing idea/peison/question 
• The offer is very intriguing. 

— in-trigu-ing-ly adv 

in*trin*sic /m'tnnzik/ adj ■ belonging to the essential nature 
of a thing : occurring as a natural part of something ■ the in¬ 
trinsic value of a gem ■ the intrinsic brightness of a star • in¬ 
trinsic beauty — often + to ■ Creativity is intrinsic to human 
nature. — opposite extrinsic 

— in-trin-si-caMy /m'tnnzikli/ adv ■ an intrinsically diffi¬ 
cult language ■ intrinsically evil/valuable 

in-tro /'m,troo/ noun, pi -tros [count] informal : a short in¬ 
troduction to something (such as a performance or a musical 
work) ■ a brief intro 

irvtro-duce /,mtr3'du:s, Brit ^tra'djuis/ verb -duc-es; 
-duced: -duc-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make (someone) known to someone else by name ■ in¬ 
troduce two strangers ■ He introduced his guest. ■ Let me in¬ 
troduce myself: my name is John Smith. — often + to ■ He in¬ 
troduced himself to the class. ■ She introduced her mother to 
her friends. 

2 a : to cause (something) to begin to be used for the first 
time ■ They have been slow to introduce changes in proce¬ 
dure. b : to make (something) available for sale for the first 
time ■ The designer is introducing a new line of clothes. C 
: to present (something) for discussion or consideration • He 
introduced several issues during the meeting. ■ New evidence 
was introduced at the trial. ■ introduce a bill to Congress 

3 : to bring (something, such as a type of plant or animal) to 
a place for the first time — often + to • an Asian plant that 
has been introduced to America 

4 : to speak briefly to an audience about (someone who is 
about to speak, perform, etc., or something that is about to 
begin) ■ She introduced the speaker. ■ He introduced the 
show’s second act. 

5 : to mention or refer to (something) for the first time ■ The 


main topics are introduced in the first chapter. 

6 : to cause (someone) to learn about or try (something) for 
the first time — + to • The program introduces children to 
different sports. ■ I was introduced to painting in college. ■ 
The class introduces students to computer programming. ■ 
She helped to introduce Americans to European fashions. = 
She helped to introduce European fashions to America. 

7 : to put or insert (something) into something else ■ intro¬ 
duce a needle into a vein ■ The new carpet introduces some 
color into [=adds some color to] the living room. • The rival¬ 
ry introduced more drama to/into the competition. 

in*tro«duC«tion ^mtra'dAkJan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : the act of making a person known to others by 
name — usually plural ■ Once we finished the introductions 
[=once everyone was introduced], the meeting began. ■ I’ll 
make the introductions. [=I’ll introduce everyone] 

2 [noncount] : the act of introducing something: such as a 
: the act of bringing something into practice or use for the 
first time • the introduction of telephone service to the area 
b : the act of making a product available for sale for the first 
time ■ Since its introduction last year, over a million copies of 
the software have been sold. C : the act of presenting some¬ 
thing for discussion or consideration ■ the introduction of ev¬ 
idence at the trial ■ the introduction of a new topic for con¬ 
versation ■ the introduction of the bill to Congress ■ She told 
the audience, by way of introduction, that the research was 
completed a year ago. d : the act of bringing something 
(such as a plant or animal) to a place for the first time ■ the 
introduction of an Asian plant species to America 

3 [count] : a statement made to an audience about someone 
who is about to speak, perform, etc., or something that is 
about to begin ■ After a brief introduction , the performer 
took the stage. *$• A person who needs no introduction is 
well-known to the audience. • Our speaker this evening 
needs no introduction. 

4 [count] a : the beginning part of a book, essay, speech, 
etc., that explains what will follow in the main part ■ Did you 
read the introduction ? ■ His introduction outlined the main 
points of the speech, b : the beginning part of a piece of 
music 

5 [count] : something (such as a book or a course of study) 
that provides basic information about a subject — + to ■ The 
book/course is an introduction to computer programming. 

6 [singular]: a person’s first experience with something — + 
to ■ That concert was my introduction to her music. [=it was 
the first time I had heard her music] 

7 [count] : something that is added or introduced to some¬ 
thing else ■ The plant is a recent introduction from Asia. 

in*tro-dUC»tO-ry /.mtra'dAktari/ adj 

1 : providing information about someone who is about to 
speak, perform, etc., or something that is about to begin ■ I’d 
like to make a few introductory remarks before we start the 
program. ■ the book’s introductory chapter 

2 : providing basic information about a subject ■ an intro¬ 
ductory text • a class in introductory physics 

3 : intended to attract customers when a new product, ser¬ 
vice, etc., is introduced ■ a special introductory offer/price 

iwtro-spec-tion ^mtra'spek/an/ noun [noncount] : the 
process of examining your own thoughts or feelings • a mo¬ 
ment of quiet introspection 

— in-tro-spec-tive Amtra'spektiv/ adj [more most ~] ■ 
As a student, he was very quiet and introspective. 

in«tro-vert /'mtrajva-t/ noun, pi -verts [count ]: a shy person 
: a quiet person who does not find it easy to talk to other 
people — opposite extrovert 

— in-tro-vert-ed / , mtra l va , t3d/ adj [more most ~] ■ an in¬ 
troverted person/personality 

intrude /m'tru:d/ verb -trudes; -trud-ed; -trud-ing [no 

obj] 

1 : to come or go into a place where you are not wanted or 
welcome ■ Excuse me, sir. I don’t mean to intrude, but you 
have a phone call. ■ Would I be intruding if I came along with 
you? ■ The plane intruded into their airspace. 

2 : to become involved with something private in an annoy¬ 
ing way ■ Reporters constantly intruded into the couple’s pri¬ 
vate life. ■ He didn’t want to intrude upon their conversation. 

— in-tru-sion /m'tru:33n/ noun, pi -sions [count] The 
phone call was an unwelcome intrusion. ■ Please excuse the 
intrusion. We’ll be finished shortly. ■ They have grown tired 
of all the intrusions into their private lives, [noncount] 
These laws are meant to protect citizens from improper 
government intrusion. ■ The animals are sensitive to hu- 
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man intrusion into their habitat. 
in*trud*er /m'tnuda/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who is not welcome or wanted in a place • The 
other children regarded him as an intruder. 

2 : a person who enters a place illegally • The police arrested 
the intruder. 

in-tru-sive /m'truisiv/ adj [more most ~] : annoying 
someone by interfering with their privacy : intruding where 
you are not wanted or welcome ■ a loud and intrusive person 

■ She tried to be helpful without being intrusive. ■ Intrusive re¬ 
porters disturbed their privacy. ■ intrusive questions 

— in-tru-slve-ness noun [noncount] 

iri'tu-it /m'tuiwat, Brit m'tjurat/ verb -its; -it-ed; -ft-ing [+ 
obj]formal : to know or understand (something) because of 
what you feel or sense rather than because of evidence : to 
know or understand (something) through intuition "He was 
able to intuit the answer immediately. ■ She intuited a con¬ 
nection between the two crimes. 
in-tU'i-tion ^mtu'i/sn, Brit imtju'ijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : a natural ability or power that makes it possi¬ 
ble to know something without any proof or evidence : a 
feeling that guides a person to act a certain way without fully 
understanding why ■ Intuition was telling her that something 
was very wrong. • “How did you know I would drop by?” 
“Oh, I don’t know. It must have been intuition." • I trusted 
my intuition [=instincts] and ended the relationship. 

2 [count] : something that is known or understood without 
proof or evidence • I had an intuition [=(more commonly) 
feeling, hunch] that you would drop by. 

in-tu-i-tive /m'tu.wativ, Brit m'tju.ativ/ adj [more most 
~] 

1 : having the ability to know or understand things without 
any proof or evidence : having or characterized by intuition 

■ She has an intuitive mind ■ an intuitive person 

2 : based on or agreeing with what is known or understood 
without any proof or evidence : known or understood by in¬ 
tuition • She has an intuitive [-instinctive] understanding of 
the business. ■ a doctor with an intuitive awareness of his pa¬ 
tients’ concerns 

3 a : agreeing with what seems naturally right ■ The argu¬ 
ment makes intuitive sense, b : easily and quickly learned 
or understood • The software has an intuitive interface. 

— in-tu-l-tlve-ly adv ■ a chef who works intuitively , rather 
than from a recipe ■ The solution is intuitively obvious. 

In-u-it also ln-nu-it /'mjuwst, 'muwat/ noun, pi Inuit or In- 
u-its also innuit or ln-nu-lts 

1 [count] : a member of a group of native people of northern 
North America and Greenland 

2 [noncount] : the language of the Inuit people 

ln-un-date /'ms^deit/ verb -dates; -dat-ed; -dating [+ 

obj 1 

1 : to cause (someone or something) to receive or take in a 
large amount of things at the same time ■ Hundreds of letters 
inundated [=flooded] the office. — often + with • The sales¬ 
man inundated [= overwhelmed] them with information. — 
often used as (be) inundated ■ The office was inundated with 
calls/letters. ■ She was inundated [=swamped] with requests. 

2 formal : to cover (something) with a flood of water 
: FLOOD • Rising rivers could inundate low-lying areas. — 
often used as (be) inundated • Low-lying areas could be inun¬ 
dated by rising rivers. 

— In-un-da-tlon /.man'dei/an/ noun, pi -tions [count, non¬ 
count] 

injure /I'nuas I'njua 1 / verb -ures; -ured; -ur*lng [+ obj] for¬ 
mal : to cause (someone) to be less affected by something 
unpleasant: to cause (someone) to be less sensitive to some¬ 
thing unpleasant ■ Does violence on television inure children 
to violence in real life? 

— Inured adj — + to • Are children inured to violence? ■ We 
quickly became inured to his sarcasm. 

[rvvade/m'veid /verb -vades; -vad-ed; -vad-lng 

1 : to enter (a place, such as a foreign country) in order to 
take control by military force [+ obj] invade a country [no 
obj] The troops invaded at dawn. 

2 a : to enter (a place) in large numbers [+ obj] Ants invad¬ 
ed the kitchen. ■ Tourists invaded the town, [no obj] When 
tourists invade, the town is a very different place, b [+ obj] 
: to enter or be in (a place where you are not wanted) ■ She 
was Invading my space. [=she was too close to me; she was in 
the place/space where I was or where I wanted to bej 

3 : to spread over or into (something) in a harmful way [+ 
obj] The cancer eventually invaded the brain. ■ Weeds had in¬ 


vaded the garden. • Doubts invaded my mind. [=1 began to 
have many doubts] [no obj] Bacteria invaded and caused an 
infection. 

4 [+ obj] : to affect (something, such as your life or privacy) 
in an unwanted way • He thinks people were happier before 
TV and the Internet invaded our lives. • Photographers in¬ 
vaded her privacy. [=caused her to lose her privacy; intruded 
on her privacy] 

— in-vad-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ The city was attacked by 
invaders from the north. 

1 in-val-id /m'vielad/ adj : not valid: such as a : having no 
force or effect • The judge declared that the contract was in¬ 
valid. b : not based on truth or fact: not logical or correct • 
an invalid argument 

2 in-va-lid /'mvalsd, Brit 'mva^iid/ noun, pi -lids [count] : a 
person who needs to be cared for because of injury or illness 
■ Her husband has become an invalid. — often used before 
another noun ■ She cares for her invalid husband at home. 
3 in-va-lid /'mvabd, Brit ■mvaji.d/ verb -lids; -lid-ed; -lid- 
ing [+ obj] Brit : to release (someone) from active military 
service because of illness or injury — usually used as (be) in¬ 
valided ■ He was invalided out of the army. "He was invalided 
home. 

in-val-i-date /m'vjeb.deit/ verb -dates; -dat-ed; -da-ting 

[+ obj] : to make (something) invalid: such as a : to weaken 
or destroy the effect of (something) ■ actions that will invali¬ 
date the contract ■ invalidate a marriage • invalidate an elec¬ 
tion b : to show or prove (something) to be false or incor¬ 
rect ■ The study invalidates earlier theories. ■ factors that 
may invalidate the test results 
in-val-id-i-ty Amvs'lidati/ noun [noncount] formal 

1 : the state of having no force or effect : the state of being 
invalid • the invalidity of the contract/election 

2 Brit : the state or condition of being unable to work be¬ 
cause of illness or injury : the state or condition of being an 
invalid ■ an injured worker forced to live on invalidity benefit 

in-valll-able /m'v^ljsbsl/ adj [more most —]: extremely 

valuable or useful • an invaluable experience • Their help has 
been invaluable to us. ■ invaluable information/advice 
in-vari-able /m'verijsbsl/ adj : not changing or capable of 
change : staying the same : not variable ■ an invariable rou¬ 
tine 

— In-vari-ably /m'veryabli/ adv ■ He is invariably [=always] 
courteous. • The disease is invariably fatal. 

in-va-sion /in'vei33n/ noun, pi -sions 

1 : the act of invading something: such as a : the act of en¬ 
tering a place in an attempt to take control of it [count] The 
enemy launched/mounted an invasion. • the invasion of Po¬ 
land [noncount] The people live under a constant threat of 
invasion, b : the act of entering a place in large numbers es¬ 
pecially in a way that is harmful or unwanted [count] The 
town is gearing up for the annual tourist invasion. ■ an inva¬ 
sion of/by insects [noncount] protecting the house from in¬ 
sect invasion 

2 <0* An invasion of privacy is a situation in which someone 
tries to get information about a person’s private life in an un¬ 
wanted and usually improper way. ■ I consider these ques¬ 
tions to be an invasion of my privacy. ■ Is drug testing an inva¬ 
sion ofprivacy ? 

in-va-Sive /m'veisiv/ adi [more most ~] 

1 : tending to spread ■ The cancer is invasive. ■ invasive plants 

2 medical : involving entry Into the body by cutting or by in¬ 
serting an instrument • an invasive medical procedure 

in*vec*tive /m'vcktiv/ noun [noncount] formal : harsh or in¬ 
sulting words : rude and angry language • a barrage/stream 
of racist invective 

in-veigh /m'vei/ verb -veighs; -veighed; -velgh-lng 
inveigh against [phrasal verb] Inveigh against (someone or 
something) formal : to protest or complain about (some¬ 
thing or someone) very strongly • Employees inveighed 
against mandatory overtime. 

in*vei*gle /m'veigsl/ verb -vel-gles; -vei-gled; -vei-gllng 

[+ obj] formal 

1 : to persuade (someone) to do something in a clever or de¬ 
ceptive way ■ She inveigled him to write the letter. — usually 
+ into ■ They tried to inveigle her into taking the job. 

2 : to get (something) in a clever or deceptive way • We invei¬ 
gled the information from him. ■ He inveigled his way into a 
position of authority. [=he gained a position of authority by 
using trickery] 

irvvent /m'vent/ verb -vents; -vent-ed; -ven-tlng [+ obj] 

1 : to create or produce (something useful) for the first time 
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■ Thomas Edison invented the phonograph. ■ She is credited 
with inventing a procedure that has helped to save thousands 
of lives. • invent a new word 

2 : to create or make up (something, such as a story) in or¬ 
der to trick people ■ She invented a clever excuse/story- ■ We 
found out that he had invented the stories he told us about 
his military service. 

- in*ven*tor /m'venta-/ noun, pi -tors [count] ■ Thomas 
Edison was a great inventor. 

in«yen«tion /m'venfon/ noun, pi -tions 

1 ’■ something invented: such as a [count] : a useful new de¬ 
vice or process ■ The light bulb was one of the most impor¬ 
tant inventions of the 19th century, b : something (such as a 
false story) that is made up [count] The stories he told about 
his military service were just inventions, [noncount] His ex¬ 
planation was pure invention. ■ Parts of the movie were accu¬ 
rate, but much of it was invention. 

2 [noncount] : the act of inventing something ■ the invention 
of a new product ■ the invention of a false story ■ Don’t be¬ 
lieve everything she tells you. She’s prone to invention, [^ex¬ 
aggeration, lying] 

3 [noncount] : the ability to think of new ideas • an artist 
with exceptional powers of invention — see also necessity is 
the mother of invention at ‘mother 

in«ven«tive /m'ventiv/ adj [more most ~] : having or 
showing an ability to think of new ideas and methods : cre¬ 
ative or imaginative ■ an inventive child/artist ■ They have 
given their new company an inventive name. 

- in-ven-tive-ly adv - in*ven*tive*ness noun [noncount] 

1 in«ven»tO*ry /'mvan,tori, Brit 'mvantri/ noun, pi -ries 

1 [count] : a complete list of the things that are in a place ■ an 
inventory of supplies ■ We made an inventory of the library’s 
collection. 

2 chiefly US : a supply of goods that are stored in a place 
[count] The dealer keeps a large inventory of used cars and 
trucks. ■ Inventories at both stores were low. [noncount] 
How can a small business afford to keep so much inventory ? 

3 [noncount] chiefly US : the act or process of making a com¬ 
plete list of the things that are in a place : the act or process 
of making an inventory ■ We’ll be doing inventory on the col¬ 
lection soon. — called also (Brit) stocktaking 

inventory verb -ries; -ried; -ry.ing [+ obj ] : to make a 
complete list of (the things in a place) : to make an inventory 
of (something) ■ We’ll be inventorying the collection soon. 

1 in* verse /m'vas, 'm,va>s/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 — used to describe two things that are related in such a 
way that as one becomes larger the other becomes smaller ■ 
The study indicates an inverse relationship between the un¬ 
employment rate and inflation. [=as the unemployment rate 
drops, inflation rises] ■ My interest in his books declined in 
inverse proportion to his popularity. [=my interest declined 
as his books became more popular] 

2 technical : opposite in nature or effect ■ Addition and sub¬ 
traction are inverse operations. 

- irvverse-ly adv 

2 in verse /m'va-s, 'm,va«/ noun [singular] formal + technical 
: something that is the opposite of something else ■ the in¬ 
verse of your argument 

inversely proportional adj : related so that as one be¬ 
comes larger the other becomes smaller ■ The study indicates 
that the unemployment rate and inflation are inversely pro¬ 
portional. — compare directly proportional 
in*ver*sion /m'va^an/ noun, pi -sions 

1 formal : a change in the position, order, or relationship of 
things so that they are the opposite of what they had been 
[count] an inversion of the roles of parent and child [non¬ 
count] Inversion of the two words changes the meaning of the 
sentence. 

2 [count, noncount] weather : a condition in which air close 
to the ground is cooler than the air above it ■ (a) temperature 
inversion 

in*vert /m'va*/ verb -verts; -vert-ed; -ver-ting [+ obj] for¬ 
mal 

1 : to turn (something) upside down ■ invert a bowl ■ The lens 
inverts the image. ■ The number 9 looks like an inverted 6. * 
an inverted image 

2 : to change the position, order, or relationship of things so 
that they are the opposite of what they had been ■ invert the 

_ order of two words in a sentence 

in-ver-te-brate /mVa-tabrat/ noun, pi -brates [count] : a 
type of animal that does not have a backbone ■ Worms are 
invertebrates. — compare vertebrate 


— invertebrate adj ■ invertebrate species 

inverted comma noun, pi ~ -mas [count] Brit: quota¬ 
tion MARK 

in*vest /m'vest/ verb -vests; -vest*ed; -vesting 

1 : to use money to earn more money : to use your money 
to purchase stock in a company, to buy property, etc., in or¬ 
der to make future profit [no obj] She has always invested 
conservatively/aggressively. — often + in ■ He made a for¬ 
tune by investing in real estate. [+ obj] She invested her inher¬ 
itance money. • invested money — often + in ■ He invested his 
savings in the business. 

2 a : to spend (money) on building or improving something 

— usually + in [+ obj] The city will invest millions of dollars 
in two new schools, [no obj] The city plans to invest heavily 
in its educational system this year, b [+ obj] : to give your 
time or effort in order to do something or make something 
better — usually + in • A lot of effort was invested in the 
project. ■ We need to invest more time in educating our chil¬ 
dren. ■ 0 chiefly US) She is deeply invested in this project 
[=she has given a lot of time and effort to this project and 
cares about it very much] and wants it to succeed. 

3 [+ obj] formal : to provide (someone or something) with 
(something) ■ The United States Constitution invests the 
President with certain powers. [=gives certain powers to the 
President] ■ The emperor claimed to be invested with power 
by the gods. ■ The promotion invested her with confidence. 
[=made her confident] 

invest as [phrasal verb] invest (someone) as (something) 
formal : to give (someone) the power and authority of (a 
particular position or title) • The group invested her as 
chairperson. 

invest in [phrasal verb] invest in (something) informal : to 
spend money on (something useful or helpful to yourself) ■ 
I am planning to invest in [-buy, purchase] a good coat. 

— investing noun [noncount] ■ I read a book on investing be¬ 
fore I bought stocks and bonds. — in*ves*tor /m'vesta 1 / 
noun, pi -tors [count] 

in*ves*ti*gate /m'vEst3,geit/ verb -gates; -gat*ed; -gat¬ 
ing 

1 : to try to find out the facts about (something, such as a 
crime or an accident) in order to learn how it happened, who 
did it, etc. [+ obj] The police are still investigating the mur¬ 
der. ■ The accident was thoroughly investigated, [no obj] The 
manager promised to investigate when we pointed out an er¬ 
ror on our bill. 

2 [+ obj] : to try to get information about (someone who may 
have done something illegal) ■ He was investigated for his in¬ 
volvement in the incident. 

— in*ves*ti*ga*tion /n^vEsta'geiJan/ noun, pi -tions 
[count] Police began an investigation into/of the incident. 
[noncount] The accident is under investigation. [=being in¬ 
vestigated] — in*ves*tl*ga*tor /m'vEsta.geita 1 / noun, pi 
-tors [count] ■ Investigators revealed their findings. 

in*ves*ti*ga*tive /m'vEstajgeitiv/ adj, always used before a 
noun : of, relating to, or involving investigation ■ investigative 
methods/work/joumalism/reporting 
in*ves*ti*ga*tO*ry /m'vEstiga^ori, Brit m'vestigatri/ adj, 
always used before a noun : investigative 
in*ves*ti*ture /m'vEstatfa 1 / noun, pi -tures [count, non¬ 
count] formal : a formal ceremony at which someone is 
placed in an office or given an official rank ■ the investiture 
_ of the Prince of Wales 

in*vest«ment /m'vestmant/ noun, pi -ments 
Y a : the act of using money to earn more money : the act of 
investing money [noncount] He became wealthy by shrewd 
investment of his money in the stock market. ■ She got a good 
return on her investment. [=her investment earned a good 
profit] ■ The company hopes to attract foreign investment. 
[=hopes that foreign people/companies will invest money in 
it] [count] Buying the house was a good investment. ■ The fi¬ 
nancial company offers several kinds of investments, b 
[count] : an amount of money that is invested in something ■ 
Her initial investment was $2,000. 

2 [count] : something that you buy with the idea that it will 
increase in value, usefulness, etc. • The house turned out to 
be a good investment. [=the house increased in value and 
they made a good profit when they sold it] ■ A college educa¬ 
tion is a very good investment. 

3 a : the act of spending money on something that is valu¬ 
able or expected to be useful or helpful [noncount] The gov¬ 
ernment has set aside money for investment in public trans¬ 
portation. [count] The company needs to make more 
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investments in technology, b [count, noncount ] : the act of 
giving your time or effort in order to accomplish something 
or make something better ■ The project will require (a) sub¬ 
stantial investment of time and energy. 
in-vet*er-ate /m'vetarat/ adj [more most ~] formal + of¬ 
ten disapproving 

1 : always or often doing something specified • She’s an in¬ 
veterate reader/traveler. ■ an inveterate liar 

2 : always or often happening or existing ■ her inveterate op¬ 
timism • his inveterate tendency to overlook the obvious 

— in*vet-er*ate-ly adv ■ inveterately optimistic 
in*vld-i>OUS /m'vidijas/ adj [more most ~J. formal : un¬ 
pleasant and likely to cause bad feelings in other people ■ in¬ 
vidious remarks ■ an invidious comparison/choice • The boss 
made invidious distinctions between employees. 

in-vIg-Mate /m'vicfe3,leit/ verb -lates; -lat*ed; -lat-ing 
Brit : to watch students who are taking an examination 
: proctor [+ obj] invigilate an exam [no obj\ He was asked 
to invigilate next week. 

— in-vig-i-la-tor /m'vicfe^Ieita 1 / noun.pl -tors [count] 
in-vig-o-rate /m‘vig3,reit/ verb -rates; -rat*ed; -rat-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 ; to give life and energy to (someone) ■ A brisk walk in the 
cool morning air always invigorates me. "He was invigorated 
by the positive feedback. 

2 : to cause (something) to become more active and lively ■ 
The mayor has plans to invigorate the downtown economy. 

— invigorating adj [more most ~] ■ an invigorating walk 
in-vin>ci-ble /m'vinsabal/ adj : impossible to defeat or 

overcome : unbeatable ■ an invincible army ■ The loss 
proved that the team is not invincible . 

— in*vin*ci*bil-i«ty /n^vmsa'bilati/Tiow/i [noncount] 
in-vi-0*la-ble /m'vRjalabal/ adj, formal : too important to 

be ignored or treated with disrespect • an inviolable oath/ 
law/right 

— in-vi-o-la-bll-l-ty /m.vajala'bilati/ noun [noncount] • the 
inviolability of the law 

in-vi-o-late /m'vajalat/ acjj, formal : not harmed or changed 
■ These rights must remain inviolate. 

in-vis*i-ble /m'vxzabal/ adj 

1 : impossible to see : not visible • Sound waves are invisible. 

• a thriller about an invisible man • With the telescope we can 
see details of the planet's surface that are ordinarily invisible. 

• It felt like I was invisible at the party. [=no one was paying 
any attention to me at the party] ■ She feels as if her success 
is being blocked by an invisible barrier. ■ Homelessness is no 
longer an invisible problem for this city. • a letter written in 
invisible ink [=ink that can only be seen when it is specially 
treated in some way] 

2 chiefly Brit, finance — used to describe money from for¬ 
eign countries that is received from providing services (such 
as banking and tourism) rather than from selling products ■ 
invisible earnings ■ invisible exports 

— in-vis-i-bil-i-ty /mjViza'bilati/ noun [noncount] — in-vis- 
l-bly /m'vizabli/ adv ■ a hearing aid that fits invisibly in the 
ear 

in»vi»ta«tion Amva'teijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : a written or spoken request for someone to go 
somewhere or to do something ■ We sent out more than 100 
invitations for the party. ■ He accepted/declined our invita¬ 
tion. ■ an invitation to lunch/dinner ■ a wedding invitation ■ 
You have a standing/open invitation [=you are always wel¬ 
come; you are always invited] to visit us any time. 

2 [noncount] : the act of inviting someone ■ She attended the 
fund-raiser at the invitation of the committee chairperson. 
[=she attended because she was invited by the committee 
chairperson] ■ The event is by invitation only. [=only people 
who have been invited to the event can attend it] 

3 [singular] : something that encourages someone to do 
something or that makes something more likely to happen 

— + to ■ She treated his request for help as an invitation to 
take control of his life. • Leaving valuables unattended is an 
(open) invitation to thieves (to steal them). ■ His letter to the 
newspaper was an invitation to criticism. ■ Speeding is an invi¬ 
tation to disaster/trouble. 

in*vi*ta*tlon*al /.mva'teijanl/ adj , US, sports : limited to 
people who have been invited to compete ■ an invitational 
tournament 

— invitational noun, pi -als [count] ■ The tournament is an 
invitational. 

1 in«vite /m'vait/ verb -vites; -vit-ed; -vlt-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to ask (someone) to go somewhere or do something ■ 


He invited a few friends (to come) over to his house after 
work. ■ She invited them (to go) out to dinner. ■ I visited their 
house once, but they’ve never invited me back. ■ I’m plan¬ 
ning to invite them for the weekend. ■ Aren’t you going to in¬ 
vite me in for a coffee? ■ The event is limited to invited guests, 
b : to ask (someone) formally or politely to do something ' 
Employees are invited to apply for the new position. ■ The 
college invited her to speak at the graduation ceremony. C 
: to request (something) formally or politely ■ The company 
invites suggestions from customers. 

2 : to make (something unwanted) more likely to happen ■ 
behavior that invites criticism • invite disaster by speeding 
2 in*vite /'m,vait/ noun, pi -vites [count] informal : invita¬ 
tion I ■ Did you send out the invites to the party? ■ Thanks 
for the invite\ 

in*vit*ing /m'vaitirj/ adj [more most ~] : attractive in a 
way that makes you want to do something, go somewhere, 
be near someone, etc. • an inviting prospect ■ The room is 
very inviting. [=pleasant, cozy] • He has an inviting [= friendly. 
warm] smile. 

— in-vit-lng.ly adv ■ desserts arranged invitingly on the table 
in vi-tro /m'viitrotj/ adj, technical : outside the body ■ an in 

vitro study/test • a baby conceived through in vitro fertiliza¬ 
tion ^fertilization of an egg outside the mother’s body] 

— in vitro adv • an egg fertilized in vitro 
in-vo-ca-tion Amva'keijsn/ noun, pi -tions 

1 formal : the act of mentioning or referring to someone or 
something in support of your ideas : the act of invoking 
something — + 0 / [count] his repeated invocations of the an¬ 
cient philosophers [noncount] justifying his position by invo¬ 
cation of the past 

2 literary : the act of asking for help or support especially 
from a god [count] The poem begins with an invocation of/ 
to the Muses, [noncount] by invocation of God 

3 [count] US : a prayer for blessing or guidance at the begin¬ 
ning of a service, ceremony, etc. ■ They began the meeting 
with an invocation. 

1 in-voice /'m,vois/ noun, pi -volc-es [count] : a document 
that shows a list of goods or services and the prices to be paid 
for them : bill • Payment is due within 30 days after receipt 
of the invoice. — see also pro forma invoice 
2 invoice verb -voices; -voiced; -voicing [+ obj] : to send 
or give (someone) a bill for a purchase or service : to submit 
an invoice to (someone) • They will invoice you directly, 
in-voke /m'vouk/ verb -vokes; -voked; -vok-ing [+ obj] 
formal 

1 a : to mention (someone or something) in an attempt to 
make people feel a certain way or have a certain idea in their 
mind • He invoked the memory/name of his predecessor, b 
: to refer to (something) in support of your ideas * She in¬ 
voked history to prove her point. 

2 : to make use of (a law, a right, etc.) ■ He invoked his Fifth 
Amendment privileges. ■ The suspect invoked his right to an 
attorney. 

3 : to ask for help or protection from (something or some¬ 
one) • They invoked God’s mercy. ■ invoke the authority of 
the court 

in-vol-un-tary /m'varlan^eri, Brit m'vDlantri/ adj : not vol¬ 
untary: such as a : not done or made consciously • Breath¬ 
ing and circulation are involuntary processes. ■ involuntary 
bodily movements • When the door burst open, she let out an 
involuntary shriek, b : not done by choice ■ involuntary 
[-forced] labor ■ The lawyer argued that the client’s confes¬ 
sion was involuntary. ■ involuntary unemployment 

— In-vol-un-tarl-ly /n^varlan'terali, Brit m'volantrali/ adv 
in-volve /m'vtr.lv/ verb -volves; -volved; -volv-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to have or include (someone or something) as a part of 
something ■ Does this involve me? ■ The accident involved 
three cars. = Three cars were involved in the accident. ■ He 
told us a story involving life on a farm, b : to cause (some¬ 
one) to be included in some activity, situation, etc.: to cause 
(someone) to take part in something— usually + in ■ I didn’t 
intend to involve you in this mess. ■ The teacher tried to in¬ 
volve all the children in the game. ■ She involves herself in 
[=she participates in] everything they do. c : to cause 
(someone) to be associated with someone or something • She 
remained involved with the organization for many years. 

2 : to require (something) as a necessary part ■ “Just what 
does this job involve?" “It involves [-entails] traveling and a 
lot of overtime.” ■ Renovating the house involved hiring a 
contractor. 

3 : to affect (something) ■ The disease continued to spread 
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until it involved the entire jaw. 

— in-volve-ment /m'vailvmant/ noun [noncount\ ■ Involve¬ 
ment with/in the community is important to him. • Her in¬ 
volvement with the museum lasted over two decades. ■ He 
denied any involvement in the crime. ■ No one knew of 
their romantic involvement. [=no one knew that they had a 
romantic relationship] 

iInvolved /m'varlvd/ adj 

1 [more most ~] : very complicated ■ a long and involved 
story ■ The instructions for assembling the toy are very in¬ 
volved. ■ The process is quite involved. 

2 not used before a noun a : having a part in something : in¬ 
cluded in something ■ Those of us who were involved knew 
exactly what happened. — often + in ■ He is involved in a 
lawsuit. ■ I don’t want to become involved in this argument. ■ 
This department was not involved in the decision, b [more 

most ~] : actively participating in something ■ Students 
who stay involved get more out of the program. ■ If you want 
to make things better, you need to get involved. — often + in 
■ You need to get involved in making things better. ■ She was 
so involved [^engrossed] in her work that she didn’t hear the 
phone ring, c : having a romantic or sexual relationship ■ 
They quickly became romantically involved. • No one knew 
that they were involved. — often + with ■ She became roman¬ 
tically involved with a married man. 
in-vul*ner-a*ble /m'vAlnarabal/ adj : impossible to harm, 
damage, or defeat ■ teenagers who think they are invulnera¬ 
ble ■ The candidate seems to be in an invulnerable position. ■ 
The team seems invulnerable this season. — often + to ■ a city 
invulnerable to invasion 

— in-vul-ner-a-bil*i*ty /n^vAlnara'bilati/ noun [ noncount] 

1 in*ward /'mw»d/ adj [more most ~] 

1 always used before a noun : of or relating to a person’s 
mind or spirit ■ inward [=(more commonly) inner ] peace • in¬ 
ward feelings 

2 : directed or moving toward the inside of something ■ an 
inward flow/curve — opposite outward 

2 inward also chiefly Brit in*wards /'mwa-dz/ adv 

1 : toward the inside of something ■ The window faces in¬ 
ward toward the courtyard. • The door opens inward. 
-opposite OUTWARD 

2 : toward the mind or spirit ■ He turned his attention in¬ 
ward. 

in*ward*ly /'mwadli/ adv : in a way that is not openly 
shown or stated : on the inside ■ He chuckled/smiled/cursed 
inwardly. ■ She was outwardly calm but inwardly nervous. 

— opposite OUTWARDLY 

in—your—face /.inja-Teis/ adj [more most ~] informal 
: very direct and forceful : very aggressive ■ in-your-face ad¬ 
vertising • an in-your-face style of basketball — see also in 
someone’s face at ‘face 

io«dine /'aj3,dain, Brit 'aj3,di:n/ noun [, noncount ] : a chemi¬ 
cal element that is used especially in medicine and photogra- 
phy 

ion /'ai»a:n, 'ajan/ noun, pi ions [count] technical : an atom 
or group of atoms that has a positive or negative electric 
charge from losing or gaining one or more electrons 
-ion noun suffix 

1 a : act or process ■ validation ■ refrigeration ■ rebellion b 
: result of an act or process ■ regulation ■ rejection 

2 : state or condition * perfection 

iO*ta /ai'outa/ noun [singular] : a very small amount — usual¬ 
ly used in negative statements • That doesn’t bother me one 
iota. [=that doesn’t bother me at all] ■ There isn’t an iota of 
truth in what he says. 

IOU /,ai,ou'ju:/ noun, pi lOUs [count] informal : a usually 
written promise to pay a debt ■ I don’t have any cash, so I’ll 
have to give you an IOU. — often used figuratively • The 
governor has acquired some political IOUs over the years. 
[=other people owe the governor political favors] <► IOU is 
from the pronunciation of the phrase “I owe you.” 

I PA /,ai,pi:'ei/ noun [noncount] : a system of symbols that rep¬ 
resent all of the sounds made in speech I PA is an abbrevi¬ 

ation of “International Phonetic Alphabet.” 

IPO /,ai,pi:'ou/ noun, pi IPOs [count] : the first time a com¬ 
pany’s stock is offered for sale to the public IPO is an ab¬ 
breviation of “initial public offering.” 
ip-SO fac*tO /'ipsou'fcektcK)/ adv, formal : because of that 
fact : because of the fact that has just been mentioned • He 
thinks that anyone wearing a suit and tie is ipso facto a con¬ 
servative. I=that anyone wearing a suit and tie must be a con¬ 
servative] 


IQ /,ai'kju:/ noun, pi IQs [count] : a number that represents 
your intelligence and that is based on your score on a special 
test • children with high IQs ■ They wanted me to take an IQ 
test. IQ is an abbreviation of “intelligence quotient." 

Ir- see IN- 

1 1RA Aa^a^'ei/ noun, pi IRAs [count] US : a special account in 
which you can save and invest money for your retirement 
without having to pay taxes on the money until a later time 
IRA is an abbreviation of “individual retirement account.” 
2 IRA abbr Irish Republican Army ■ a representative of the IRA 

■ an IRA attack 

iras*ci*ble /I'rcesabal/ adj [more most ~]: becoming an¬ 
gry very easily : having a bad temper ■ an irascible old foot¬ 
ball coach ■ He has an irascible disposition/temper, 
irate /ai'reit/ adj [more —; most ~] : very angry ■ Irate view¬ 
ers called the television network to complain about the 
show. ■ an irate neighbor 

ire /'aja</ noun [noncount] : intense anger ■ He directed his ire 
at the coworkers who reported the incident. ■ The proposal 
has raised/roused/provoked the ire of environmentalists. 
[=has made environmentalists angry] 
ir*i*des*cent Aira'despt/ adj [more —; most ~] : shining 
with many different colors when seen from different angles ■ 
an iridescent gemstone 

— ir*i*des*cence Aira'desps/ noun [noncount] ■ The stone 
shone with a beautiful iridescence. 
iris /'airas/ noun, pi lris*es [count] 

1 : the colored part of your eye — see picture at EYE 

2 pi irises also Iris : a plant with long pointed leaves and 
large blue or yellow flowers — see color picture on page C6 

1 1rish /'ainJV adj : of or relating to Ireland, its people, or the 
Gaelic language that is spoken in Ireland ■ Irish culture • the 
Irish coast ■ people of Irish descent ■ Irish grammar 
2 lrish noun, pi Irish 

1 [plural] : the people of Ireland : Irish people ■ the Irish in 
America * How many Irish are there in England? 

2 [noncount] : the Gaelic language of Ireland ■ Do you speak 
Irish ? 

Irish coffee noun, pi ~ -fees [count, noncount] : a drink of 
hot coffee with sugar, whiskey, and usually whipped cream 
lrish*man /'airijman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] : an 
Irish man 

lrish*WOm*an /'ain/,woman/ noun, pi -wonven 
/-,wiman/ [count]: an Irish woman 
irk /'a4c/ verb irks; Irked; irk*ing [+ obj]: to bother or annoy 
(someone) ■ Drivers were irked by the higher gasoline prices. 

■ It irks me to have to clean up after you. 

irk*SOme /‘a'ksam/ adj [more most ~] : annoying or irri¬ 
tating ■ the irksome task of cleaning up ■ irksome rules 
1 iron /'ajan/ noun, pi irons 

1 [noncount] : a heavy type of metal that is very common, 
occurs naturally in blood, and is used to make steel and in 
many products ■ The bars/chains are (made of) iron. • She 
has an iron deficiency. [=she does not have enough iron in 
her blood] — sometimes used figuratively ■ an athlete with 
legs/muscles of iron [=very strong legs/muscles] ■ She has a 
will of iron. [=she has a very strong will] — see also CAST 
IRON, WROUGHT IRON 

2 [count] : a device with a flat metal 
base that is heated and is used to press 
wrinkles out of clothing ■ a heated 
iron — see also CURLING iron, sol¬ 
dering IRON, WAFFLE IRON 

3 [count] : a golf club that has a metal 
head and is identified by a number ■ a 
five-iron — compare wood 

4 irons [plural] : chains placed on a 
prisoner’s arms or legs ■ They 
clapped/put the prisoner in irons. ■ 

They slapped leg irons on him. 

Irons In the fire : activities or pro¬ 
jects that someone is involved in ■ 

Although he won’t say exactly what 
he’s working on now, he says he has quite a few irons in the 
fire. 

pump iron see z pump 
strike while the Iron Is hot see ‘strike 
2 ifon adi 

1 : made of iron ■ iron bars/chains ■ an iron fence 

2 always used before a noun : very strong ■ He has an iron 
constitution. [=he is very strong and healthy] ■ She has an 
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iron will. [=she is very determined to get what she wants] ■ an 
iron grip 

iron man : a man who is very strong and is able to do some¬ 
thing (such as play a sport) for a long time without injury 
or illness 

rule with an iron fist/hand, rule with a rod of iron see 

2 rule 

3 iron verb irons; ironed; iron-ing : to use a heated iron to 
make clothing or fabric smooth [+ obj] I ironed the shirt. 
[no obj] I ironed all morning. 

iron out [phrasal verb] iron (something) out or iron out 
(something) 1 : to remove (wrinkles) in cloth by using a 
heated iron ■ She ironed the wrinkles out of the dress. ■ Do 
you think we can iron out the creases in those curtains? 2 
a : to find a solution to (something) : to fix or correct 
(something) • It’ll take us a while longer to iron out the 
wrinkles/kinks in the network. [=to fix the small problems 
in the network] • We haven't been able to iron out our dif¬ 
ferences. ■ They’re trying to iron things out. [=work out 
their difficulties] b : to reach an agreement about (some¬ 
thing) ■ The final details of the contract still have to be 
ironed out. 

Iron Age noun 

the Iron Age: a period of time between about 3000 B.C. and 
1000 B.C. in which people used iron to make weapons and 
tools ■ 7 he Iron Age followed the Bronze Age. ■ an Iron Age 
tool — compare bronze age, stone age 
iron-clad /'aja^n’klaed/ adj 

1 : not able to be changed ■ The company has an ironclad 
policy/rule against revealing secrets to competitors. ■ an 
ironclad promise 

2 : too strong to be doubted or questioned • He has an iron¬ 
clad alibi. ■ ironclad proof/evidence 

Iron Curtain noun 

the Iron Curtain : the political and military barrier in the 
past that separated the communist countries of Europe 
from the rest of Europe • a spy novel that takes place be¬ 
hind the Iron Curtain 

iron-ic /,ai'ra:nik/ also iron-i-cal /,ai'ra:nik3l I adj [more 
most ~] 

1 : using words that mean the opposite of what you really 
think especially in order to be funny • an ironic remark • She 
has an ironic sense of humor. ■ an ironic writing style 

2 : strange or funny because something (such as a situation) 
is different from what you expected • It’s ironic that comput¬ 
ers break down so often, since they’re meant to save people 
time. • It is ironic that the robber’s car crashed into a police 
station. 

— iron-i-cal-ly /ai'ra:nikli/ adv ■ He wrote ironically [=in an 
ironic way] about his experiences during the war. ■ Ironi¬ 
cally , [=it is ironic that] the robber's car crashed into a po¬ 
lice station. 

iron-ing /’aja^i)/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the activity of using an iron to smooth out clothes or fab¬ 
ric ■ I hate ironing. 

2 : clothes that need to be ironed ■ a pile of ironing 
ironing board noun, pi ~ boards [count] : a flat, padded 

surface on which clothes are ironed 
iron-mon-ger /'aj^n,ma:r)g^, 'aja^mAiDga/ noun, pi -gers 
[count] Brit : a person who sells iron or metal tools 
iron-mon-gery /'aja^mccggari, ‘aja^mAijgari/ noun [non¬ 
count] Brit: tools or equipment used in a house or garden 
iron-work /'aja^wak/ noun [noncount] : fences, railings, 
decorations, etc., that are made of iron • We admired the 
ironwork in front of the house. 

iron-works /'aja^wa^ks/ noun, pi ironworks [count] : a 
place where iron or steel is processed or where iron or steel 
products are made 

— iron-work-er /'aja^wa^kaV woww,/?/ -ers [count] • He was 
an ironworker for 20 years. 

iro-ny /'airani/ noun, pi -nies 

1 [noncount] : the use of words that mean the opposite of 
what you really think especially in order to be funny ■ a writ¬ 
er known for her clever use of irony ■ “What a beautiful 
view," he said, his voice dripping with irony , as he looked out 
the window at the alley. ■ She described her vacation with 
heavy irony as "an educational experience." — compare 

SARCASM 

2 : a situation that is strange or funny because things happen 
in a way that seems to be the opposite of what you expected 
[count] It was a tragic irony that he made himself sick by 
worrying so much about his health. • The (awful/bitter) irony 


is that in trying to forget her, he thought of her even more. ■ 
That’s just one of life’s little ironies, [noncount] The irony of 
the situation was apparent to everyone. • He has a strong 
sense of irony. 

ir-ra-di-ate /i'reidi,eit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing 1+ obj] 
technical : to expose (someone or something) to radiation ■ 
irradiate a tumor ■ The food was irradiated to kill any germs. 

— ir-ra-di-a-tion /^reidi'eijan/ noun [noncount] ■ the irradi¬ 
ation of the tumor 

ir-ra-tio-nal /I'rae/anal/ adj [more most ~]: not rational: 
such as a : not thinking clearly : not able to use reason or 
good judgment • He became irrational as the fever got worse, 
b : not based on reason, good judgment, or clear thinking ■ 
She had an irrational fear of cats. • an irrational prejudice 

— ir-ra-tio-nal-i-ty /^rae/a'naelati/ noun [noncount] • the ir¬ 
rationality of her fear — ir-ra-tio-nal-ly /I'rae/anali/ adv • 
He was behaving irrationally. 

ir-rec-on-cil-able /^rekan'sailabal/ adj [more most —] 
formal : so different that agreement is not possible ■ irrecon¬ 
cilable theories • theories that are irreconcilable with each 
other ■ They are filing for divorce, citing irreconcilable differ¬ 
ences. l=they cannot agree on most things or on important 
things] 

— ir-rec-on-cil-ably /qrekan'sailabli/ adv ■ The two sides 
are irreconcilably opposed. 

ir-re-COV-er-able Ain'kAvarabal/ adj, formal : impossible 
to recover or get back ■ The past is irrecoverable. ■ an irrecov¬ 
erable loss 

ir-re-deem-able /(in'dkmabal/ adj, formal: not able to be 
saved, helped, or made better : hopeless • She does not be¬ 
lieve that anyone is completely irredeemable. ■ Without in¬ 
tervention, the country could fall into irredeemable chaos. 

— ir-re-deem-ably Ain'dkmabli/ adv • The government was 
irredeemably corrupt. 

ir-re-duc-ible /in'dmsabal, Brit .m'djuisabal/ adj, formal 
: not able to be made smaller or simpler ■ They thought the 
world was made up of four irreducible elements: earth, air, 
fire, and water. ■ an irreducible fraction 

— ir-re-duc-ibly /in'du:sabli, Brit ,in'dju:s3bli/ adv 
ir-re-fut-able /.in'fjudabal, iVefjatabal/ adj, formal : not 

able to be proved wrong : not capable of being refuted ■ 
There is irrefutable evidence that he committed these crimes. 

— ir-re-fut-ably /,in l fju:t3bli, I'rcfjatabli/ adv • The evi¬ 
dence shows irrefutably that he committed these crimes. 

1 ir-reg-u-lar /I'regjaia/ adj 

1 [more most ~]: not normal or usual : not following the 
usual rules about what should be done • His behavior as a 
teacher was highly irregular. • Her application was handled 
in an irregular manner. 

2 [more most ~] : not even or smooth : not regular in 
form or shape ■ an irregular outline • a very jagged, irregular 
surface ■ The stone has an irregular shape. 

3 [more most ~] a : happening or done at different times 
that change often ■ She has been working irregular hours. 
l=she has been working for different amounts of time and at 
different times on different days] ■ He has a very irregular 
schedule, b : not happening at times that are equally sepa¬ 
rated ■ The festival has been held at irregular intervals. ■ an ir¬ 
regular heartbeat 

4 grammar : not following the normal patterns by which 
word forms (such as the past tenses of verbs) are usually cre¬ 
ated ■ “Sell" is an irregular verb because its past tense is 
“sold." 

5 US : not able to have normal bowel movements : consti¬ 
pated 

6 : not belonging to a country’s official army • irregular 
troops/soldiers 

— Ir-reg-U-lar-ly adv • He has been behaving irregularly. ■ an 
irregularly shaped stone 

2 irregular noun, pi -lars [count] : a soldier who does not be¬ 
long to a country’s official army 
ir-reg-U-lar-i-ty /i,r£gja'lerati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : the quality or state of being irregular ■ the ir¬ 
regularity of his behavior 

2 [count] a : something that is irregular ■ an irregularity [=a 
raised or rough area] on the surface of the jewel ■ cardiac ir¬ 
regularities b : something that is not usual or proper and 
that usually indicates dishonest behavior — usually plural • 
We uncovered irregularities in the town’s finances. 

3 [noncount] US : the state of not being able to have normal 
bowel movements : constipation ■ He is suffering from ir¬ 
regularity'- 
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ir*rel*e>vant /I'rclnvnnt/ adj [more most ~] : not impor- 
tant or relating to what is being discussed right now : not rel¬ 
evant ■ His comment is completely irrelevant. — sometimes + 
to ■ Her comments were irrelevant to our discussion. 

— ir-rel-e-vance /I'relavans/ also ir-rel-e-van-cy /I'rcla- 
vansi/ noun, pi -van*cies also -vanc-es [noncount ] the 
irrelevance of his comments [count] He talked about the 
weather and other irrelevancies . — ir*rel*e*vant*ly adv • 
He talked irrelevantly about the weather. 

ir*re-li-giouS Airi'hcfcas /adj [more most ~] formal 

1 : not believing in or practicing any religion ■ irreligious 
people 

2 : having or showing a lack of respect for religion ■ irreli¬ 
gious remarks 

ir-re-me*di-a-ble /,in*mi:dijabal/ adj, formal : not able to 
be repaired or corrected • There was an irremediable split be¬ 
tween the two sides of the family, 
ir-rep-a-ra-ble /I'reprabal/ adj, formal : too bad to be cor¬ 
rected or repaired ■ The oil spill did irreparable harm to the 
bay. ■ The damage to their relationship was irreparable. 

— ir*rep*a*ra*bly /I'reprabli/ adv ■ His business was irrepa¬ 
rably injured. 

ir-re-place-able /.in'pleisabal/ adj ■ too valuable or rare to 
be replaced : not replaceable ■ irreplaceable works of art 

ir-re-press-ible /,in'presabal/ adj 

1 : impossible to hold back, stop, or control ■ He has irre¬ 
pressible curiosity. 

2 : very lively and cheerful ■ an irrepressible child ■ She has 
an irrepressible sense of humor. 

— ir-re-press-ibly Ain'presabli/ adv ■ He is irrepressibly 
cheerful. 

ir*re*proach*able Ain'proutfabal/ adj, formal : not de¬ 
serving criticism or blame : having no fault “His conduct as 
a police officer was irreproachable. • irreproachable manners 

— ir«re*proach*ably Ain’proutfabli/ adv ■ He acted irre¬ 
proachably at all times. 

ir-re-sist-ible Ain'zistabal /adj [more most ~] : impossi¬ 

ble to resist especially because of strength or attractiveness ■ 
The force of the waves was irresistible. ■ She had an irresist¬ 
ible [=very strong] craving for chocolate. ■ Women find him 
irresistible. [=women think he is very attractive] 

— ir-re-sist-ibly Ain'zistabli/ adv ■ He was irresistibly at¬ 
tracted to her. 

ir-reS‘0*lute /I'resajuit/ adj [more most ~] formal : not 
certain about what to do : not resolute • He has been criti¬ 
cized as an irresolute [=indecisive] leader. 

— ir*res*o*lute*ly adv ■ He has wavered irresolutely from 
one opinion to another. 

ir-re-spec-tive Of Ain'spektiv-/ prep, formal : without 
thinking about or considering (something) ■ They are pro¬ 
tected by the law, irrespective of race. [=regardless of race] 
ir-re-sporvsi-ble Ain'spcnnsabal/ adj [more most ~] 
: not having or showing maturity or good judgment: not re¬ 
sponsible ■ He’s too irresponsible to keep a job for more than 
a week. ■ She made irresponsible comments that helped cause 
the riot. ■ It would be irresponsible to ignore the threats. 

— ir*re-spon*si-bil"i*ty Ai n ispa:nsa'bilati/ noun [noncount] 

■ The students were criticized for their irresponsibility. — ir- 
re-spon-sl-bly Ain'spamsabli/ adv [more most ~] ■ 
She acted irresponsibly. ■ The funds were used irresponsi¬ 
bly. 

ir-re-triev-able Ain'tri.vabal/ adi, somewhat formal : im¬ 
possible to recover or get back • The data was irretrievable af¬ 
ter the computer crashed. ■ the irretrievable breakdown of a 
marriage 

— ir*re*triev*ably Ain'teiivabli/ adv ■ Their pictures were ir¬ 
retrievably lost in the flood. ■ Their marriage had broken 
down irretrievably. 

ir-rev-er-ent A'revarant/ adj [more most ~] : having or 
showing a lack of respect for someone or something that is 
usually treated with respect: treating someone or something 
in a way that is not serious or respectful ■ He has a delightful¬ 
ly irreverent sense of humor. ■ irreverent portrayals of nuns ■ 
an irreverent comedian 

— ir*rev*er*ence /I'rcvarans/ noun [noncount] ■ She’s a co¬ 
median known for her irreverence. — ir*rev*er*ent*ly adv 

■ He joked irreverently about religion. 
ir*re*vers-ible Ain'va'Sabal/ adj, somewhat formal : impos¬ 
sible to change back to a previous condition or state ■ He suf¬ 
fered an irreversible loss of vision. ■ The crisis has done irre¬ 
versible harm to the countries' relations. 


— ir*re*vers*ibly /,in l va>s3bli/ adv ■ Their relationship has 
been irreversibly harmed. 

ir*rev*0-ca-ble /I'revakabal/ adj, formal : not capable of 
being changed : impossible to revoke ■ She has made an ir¬ 
revocable decision. • an irrevocable change 

— ir-rev-o-ca-bly /I'revakabli/ adv ■ Her life has been ir¬ 
revocably changed. 

ir-ri-gate /'ira.geit/ verb -gates; -gat*ed; -gat-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to supply (something, such as land) with water by using 
artificial means (such as pipes) ■ irrigate a field • We irrigate 
our crops. 

2 medical : to clean (a wound or a part of the body) with 
flowing liquid (such as water) ■ The surgeon irrigated the 
wound. 

— ir-ri-ga-tion /.ira'geij’an/ noun [noncount] • irrigation of 
the fields/crops 

ir*ri-ta-ble /'iratabal/ adj [more most ~] : becoming an¬ 
gry or annoyed easily ■ My father is always irritable after a 
nap. ■ I came home from work feeling tired and irritable. 

— ir-ri-ta-bii-i-ty Airata'bilati/ noun [noncount] ■ Side effects 
include fatigue and increased irritability. — ir*ri*ta*bly 
/'iratabli/ adv ■ “What’s taking so long7” he asked irritably. 

ir*ri»tant /Mratant/ noun, pi -tants [count] 

1 : something that makes part of your body sore and painful 
■ dust and other lung irritants ■ skin irritants 

2 : something that is unpleasant or annoying : something 
that irritates you ■ The delay was a minor irritant. 

ir»ri»tate /'ira.teit/ verb -tates; -tat-ed; -tat-ing [4- obj] 

1 : to make (someone) impatient, angry, or annoyed ■ It’s his 
arrogance that really irritates me. • The other passengers 
were irritated by the child’s rudeness. 

2 : to make (part of your body) sore or painful ■ Harsh soaps 
can irritate the skin. 

— irritated adj [more most ~] * I’ve never seen him look¬ 
ing so irritated. ■ an area of skin that is very irritated and 
sore — irritating adj [more most ] ■ He’s an irritating 
child. ■ The child’s rudeness was very irritating to us. ■ 
Harsh soaps can be very irritating to the skin. — ir«ri«tat- 
ing*ly /'ira,teitiijli/ adv ■ He’s an irritatingly rude child. 
— ir*ri*ta*tion /.ira'teijan/ noun [noncount] You’ll get 
over the irritation of being delayed. ■ harsh soaps that can 
cause irritation of the skin [count] We had to put up with 
delays and other irritations. • skin irritations 

IRS abbr Internal Revenue Service • He was being audited by 
the tRS. 
is see be 
Is. abbr island 

ISBN /,ai|£S|bi:' en/ noun,pi ISBNs [count] : a number that is 
given to a book when it is published and that is used to help 
identify the book — usually singular ■ Can you give me the 
10-digit ISBN1 <«■ ISBN is an abbreviation of “International 
Standard Book Number.” 

-ise Brit spelling of - ize 

-ish adj suffix : almost or approximately ■ The car is greenish. 
[=the car is a color that is almost green] • She looks to be 
about fiftyish. [=she looks like she is around 50 years old] 

Is* I am /I'slaim, 'iz,la:m/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the religion which teaches that there is only one God and 
that Muhammad is God’s prophet: the religion of Muslims 

2 : the modern nations in which Islam is the main religion 

— Isdam-ic /I'slaumk, iz'laimik/ adj “ Islamic faith/law • the 
Islamic world 

is»land /'ailand/ noun, pi -lands [count] 

1 ; an area of land that is surrounded by water ■ He lives on 
an island in the Caribbean. ■ Long Island • the Greek islands 

— see color picture on page C7 

2 : an area or object that is separated from other things: 
such as a : a raised area within a road, parking lot, or drive¬ 
way that is used to separate or direct traffic — called also 
traffic island b chiefly US : a separate raised area with a flat 
surface on which food is prepared in a kitchen ■ a kitchen is¬ 
land 

is*land*er /’ailanday noun, pi -ers [count] : a person bom 
or living on an island ■ Pacific islanders 
isle /‘ajal/ noun, pi isles [count] literary : island 1 ■ a tropi¬ 
cal isle — often used in proper nouns ■ the British Isles ■ the 
Emerald Isle [^Ireland] 

is*let /'ailat J noun, pi -lets [count ]: a small island 
ism Azam/ noun, pi isms [count] : a belief, attitude, style, 
etc., that is referred to by a word that ends in the suffix -ism • 
Cubism, Impressionism, and other artistic isms • ageism, rac- 
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ism, sexism, and all the other familiar isms 
-ism /izam/ noun suffix 

1 a : the act, practice, or process of doing something — 
used to form nouns from verbs that end in -ize ■ criticism ■ 
plagiarism • hypnotism b : behavior like that of a specified 
kind of person or thing ■ heroism C : unfair treatment of a 
group of people who have a particular quality ■ racism ■ sex¬ 
ism 

2 : the state or fact of being a specified kind of person or 
thing • skepticism • fanaticism 

3 medical : abnormal state or condition ■ alcoholism ■ dwarf¬ 
ism 

4 : teachings or beliefs ■ Buddhism ■ Marxism • socialism ■ 
stoicism ■ realism 

5 a : a word that is from a specified source • a Latinism [=a 
word or phrase that comes from a Latin word or phrase] b 
: a word that has a specified quality ■ a colloquialism 

isn’t /'izpt/ — used as a contraction of is not ■ This isn’t the 
way I expected it to be. ■ She isn’t coming to dinner, 
isolate /'ais3,leit/ verb -lates; -lat*ed; -lat-lng [+ obj] 

1 : to put or keep (someone or something) in a place or situ¬ 
ation that is separate from others ■ These policies will only 
seive to isolate the country politically and economically. • 
Certain patients must be isolated in a separate ward. ■ When 
he wants to work, he isolates himself in his office and won’t 
talk to anyone. — often + from ■ Certain patients must be 
isolated from the others in a separate ward. 

2 a : to find and deal with (something, such as a problem) by 
removing other possibilities ■ It may take several days to iso¬ 
late the problem. [=to find out exactly what the problem is] 
b technical : to separate (something, such as a chemical) 
from another substance : to get (something) or an amount of 
(something) that is not mixed with or attached to anything 
else ■ Scientists have isolated the gene/virus that causes the 
disease. — often + from ■ The chemical/compound was orig¬ 
inally isolated from a kind of seaweed. 

iso-lat-ed adi 

1 [more most ~] : separate from others ■ The town re¬ 
mains a very isolated community. ■ The camp is located in an 
isolated area. ■ isolated places/populations ■ She felt isolated 
[= alone] in her new school. [=she felt unhappy because of be¬ 
ing separated from people she knew] 

2 : happening just once ■ The arrest was an isolated incident 
in his youth. • an isolated instance/case 

3 : happening in different places and at different times ■ 
There have been reports of isolated [= sporadic ] outbreaks of 
the disease. ■ a few isolated cases of vandalism 

iso-la'tion /laisa'leijan/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the state of being in a place or situation that is separate 
from others : the condition of being isolated ■ the isolation of 
the mountain community ■ political and economic isolation • 
a feeling of isolation [= loneliness ] 

2 : the act of separating something from other things : the 
act of isolating something ■ isolation of the gene/virus 

In Isolation : apart from others ■ The researchers work in 
isolation. ■ Their culture developed in isolation [- separate¬ 
ly \ from the rest of the world. 

isO'la'tiorMSm AaisaMeiJainizam/ noun [noncount] : the 
belief that a country should not be involved with other coun¬ 
tries : a policy of not making agreements or working with 
other countries 

— lso*la-tlon-lst Aaisa'leijamst/ ad) [more —; most ~] ■ iso¬ 
lationist policies — isolationist noun, pi -Ists [count] 

iso-met-rics /^sa'metriks/ noun [plural] : exercises in 
which muscles are made stronger by pushing against other 
muscles or against something that does not move 

— iso*met*ric Aaisa'mctnk/ adj ■ an isometric exercise 
isos-ce-les triangle /ai'sa:sa,li;z-/ noun, pi ~ -angles 

[count] mathematics : a triangle in which two sides have the 
same length 

iso-tope / l ais3,toup/ noun, pi -topes [count] chemistry : any 
one of various forms in which the atoms of a chemical ele¬ 
ment can occur ■ carbon isotopes • radioactive isotopes 
ISP Aa^cs'pi:/ noun, pi ISPs [count] computers : a company 
which provides the services that make it possible for people 
using computers to connect to the Internet and to send and 
receive e-mail ISP is an abbreviation of “Internet service 
provider.” 

Is-rae-li /iz'reili/ noun, pi -Iis [count] : a person bom, raised, 
or living in modem Israel 

— Israeli adj ■ Israeli politicians ■ a team of Israeli scientists 
Is-ra-el'ite Azri:j3,lait, 'izr3,lait/ noun, pi -ites [count] : a 


person who was bom in or who lived in the ancient kingdom 
of Israel 

is-SU-ance AJawans/ noun [noncount] formal: the official 
act of making something available or of giving something to 
people to be used : the act of officially issuing something ■ 
the issuance of stock ■ a visa issuance • the issuance of a 
search warrant 

1 is-sue A Ju:/ noun, pi -sues 

1 [count]: something that people are talking about, thinking 
about, etc. : an important subject or topic ■ She is concerned 
with a variety of social/moral/economic issues. ■ Water puri¬ 
ty is a public health issue. • The President’s speech addressed 
a number of important issues. ■ campaign issues like educa¬ 
tion and defense ■ The company insists that race was not an 
issue in its decision. [=that its decision was not related to race 
in any way] ■ The issue is poverty, not race: to talk about race 
is simply to confuse the issue. • The case involves some com¬ 
plicated legal issues. ■ He should stop dodging/avoiding the 
issue and make a decision now. 

2 [count]: the version of a newspaper, magazine, etc., that is 
published at a particular time ■ There’s an interesting article 
on page 12 of this issue. ■ the most recent issue of the maga- 
zine/joumal • the current/latest issue ■ The library has a large 
collection of back Issues. [=magazines, newspapers, etc., 
published before the current issue] 

3 [singular] : the act of officially making something available 
or giving something to people to be used : the act of issuing 
something ■ Several senators are calling for the issue ^issu¬ 
ance] of new guidelines. ■ a government-issue gun [=a gun 
that the government has officially given to someone] — see 
also STANDARD-ISSUE 

4 Issues [plural] : problems or concerns • the health issues 
associated with aging 

at Issue: being discussed or considered m At issue is the city’s 
budget plan for next year. ■ What is at issue is not the can¬ 
didate’s private life but her politics. 
force the Issue : to force someone to do something or to 
make a decision about something ■ They would never have 
addressed the problem if that newspaper article hadn’t 
forced the issue. ■ Neither side is willing to force the issue, 
have Issues informal 1 : to have problems that make you 
unhappy and difficult to deal with • He seemed nice 
enough at first, but it turns out he has (a lot of) issues. ■ She 
has serious anger issues. [=she often gets so angry that she 
is difficult to deal with] 2 : to have reasons for disliking 
someone or something : to disagree with or disapprove of 
someone or something — + with ■ I have some issues with 
his behavior. 

make an Issue of: to argue about (something) or insist that 
(something) be treated as an important problem ■ I knew 
they’d made a mistake, but I was too tired to make an issue 
of it. ■ They kept malting an issue of his smoking. [=they 
continued to criticize him because he smokes cigarettes] 
take Issue with : to disagree with (someone or something) * 
She took issue with the conclusions reached by the study. ■ I 
take issue with their whole approach to the problem. 
without Issue law : without having children ■ He died with¬ 
out issue. 

2 issue verb -sues; -sued; -su-ing 

1 [+ obj] a : to give (something) to someone in an official 
way ■ The police have issued [-handed out] numerous tickets 
for speeding in recent days. : to give or supply (something) 
to (someone) ■ The jail issued him an orange uniform. = 
(Brit) The jail issued him with an orange uniform. ■ Each em¬ 
ployee will be issued an identification card, b : to make 
(something) available to be sold or used ■ The Post Office 
will issue a new first-class stamp. ■ The company plans to 
raise money by issuing more stock. ■ The bank will be issuing 
a new credit card. ■ the bank’s newly issued credit card 

2 [+ obj] : to announce (something) in a public and official 
way ■ The king issued a decree forbidding all protests. ■ A se¬ 
vere storm warning has been issued. ■ The police have issued 
a warrant for her arrest. ■ issue a press release 

3 [no obj] formal : to go, come, or flow out from some source 
■ A steady flow of lava issued from a crack in the rock. 

— is*su»er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ credit card issuers - issuers 
of credit cards 

1 -lst /ist/ noun suffix 

1 a : a person who does a specified action or activity ■ typtrt 
b : a person who makes or produces something specified ■ 
novelty/ C : a person who plays a specified musical instru¬ 
ment “ pianw/ ■ violinttf d : a person who operates a speci¬ 
fied machine or vehicle ■ machine/ ■ bicycler 
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2 : a person who has a specified job or skill ■ geologist ■ hair¬ 
stylist ■ dental hygienist ■ artist 

3 : a person who has particular beliefs — used to form 
nouns from related nouns that end in -ism ■ socialist ■ purist ■ 
populism ■ Methodic ■ Buddhist ■ Darwinist 

4 : a person who has a particular quality — used to form 
nouns from related nouns that end in - ism ■ pessim ist ■ opti¬ 
mist ■ idealist 

2 -iSt adj suffix : of, relating to, or characterized by a specified 
quality — used to form adjectives from related nouns that 
end in -ism ■ an elitist attitude 

isth«mus /'ismas/ noun, pi -mus-es [count] : a narrow area 
of land that connects two larger land areas — often used in 
names ■ the Isthmus of Panama 
-is*tic /istik/ also -iS’ti’Cal /istikal/ adj suffix : of, relating 
to, or characterized by a (specified) quality — used to form 
adjectives from related nouns that end in -ism ■ altruistic ■ re- 
dMstic • egotistical 
1 it /'it, at/ pronoun 

1 : that one just mentioned — used to refer to an object or 
substance ■ I caught the ball and threw it back. ■ He saw the 
car and immediately wanted to buy it. ■ She tasted the pow¬ 
der and it was sweet. — used to refer to a living thing whose 
sex is unknown or is being ignored ■ I don’t know who it is. ■ 
“Who is it?” “It’s only me.” ■ There is a rosebush near the 
fence, and it is now blooming. ■ A fly landed on the table and 

1 swatted it. ■ He heard the baby crying and brought it some 
milk. — used to refer to an idea, quality, emotion, etc. ■ 
Beauty is everywhere, and it is a source of great joy. 

2 — used as the subject of a verb that describes a condition 
or occurrence ■ It is cold/hot/raining/snowing outside. ■ It is 
(getting) late/dark. ■ It will soon be summer. ■ What time is 
it ? ■ It is ten (minutes) after four (o’clock). ■ It hurts when I 
sneeze. ■ It is almost summer. ■ It is only a short walk to the 
beach from here. 

3 — used in the place of a noun, phrase, or clause that usual¬ 
ly comes later ■ It hurts me to sneeze. [=to sneeze hurts me] ■ 
It is not necessary (for you) to repeat the whole thing. ■ It 
makes me happy just to think about her. ■ It is wonderful be¬ 
ing back here again! ■ It is a long way to the next town. ■ It is 
said/believed that he died of a broken heart. ■ They made it 
clear that they needed our help. ■ I take it that there was 
some problem. ■ It is me you are looking for. = (formal) It is I 
you are looking for. ■ It was here that I lost my way. ■ It was 
in this city that the treaty was signed. 

4 — used to refer to something that has been done or is be¬ 
ing done or is going to be done • We’re going to have to do it 
again. ■ Quit it\ [=stop doing what you are doing] ■ You’ve 
been arguing all afternoon. Now cut it outl [=stop arguing] ■ 
Please do it right away. ■ Okay, go to it\ [=do the thing you 
are going to do] 

5 — used as a direct object with little or no meaning ■ We 
hoofed it all the way back to camp. [=we walked all the way 
back to camp] ■ We decided to rough it on vacation this year. 
[=to have our vacation somewhere where we would not have 
our normal comforts] • living it up [=doing exciting and en¬ 
joyable things; spending money freely while enjoying life] - 
She offered to come with me, but I decided to go it alone. 
[=to go by myself; to go alone] 

6 : the general situation : things in general ■ How’s it going? ■ 
It hasn’t been the same since you left. 

7 : something previously discussed or known ■ When the bell 
rings, it means that class is over. 

ask for it see ask 
do It see ‘do 
in for it see 1 for 
nothing to it see ‘nothing 
out of it see ‘out 

that is it or that’s it informal 1 — used to say that some¬ 
thing is finished or completed ■ Okay, that's it. You can go 
now. 2 — used to say that something is all that is needed 
or wanted ■ I came here to visit the museum and that's it. 
[=that is all I wanted to do here] 3 — used to say that 
something is correct ■ “I can’t remember his name.” “I 
think it was Brian Johnson.” “Yes, that’s it." 4 — used in 
an angry or annoyed way to say that you will not accept 
any more of something • Ihat's it\ I’m leaving! 
this is It informal — used to say that this is the most impor¬ 
tant or final point ■ Well, this is it —the day we’ve been 
waiting for. 

2 it /'it/ noun, pi its [count] : the player in some children’s 
games (such as hide-and-seek and tag) who performs the 


main action of the game (such as finding or catching other 
players) ■ You’re it\ 
ital abbr italic, italicized 
Ital abbr Italian 

Italian /i'taeljan/ noun, pi -ians 

1 [count] a : a person bom, raised, or living in Italy b : a 
person whose family is from Italy 

2 [noncount] : the language of the Italians 

— Italian adj • Italian food/politics 

Ital-ian.ate /I'taeljanat/ adj : showing the influence of the 
art or culture of Italy ■ Italianate architecture ■ a beautiful 
Italianate painting/villa 

Italian dressing noun [noncount] US : a salad dressing 
that is made of oil, vinegar, and herbs 
1 itaNic A'taelik/ adj 

1 : having letters, numbers, etc., that slant upward to the 
right ■ These words are italic. • italic type — abbr. ital 

2 Italic : of or relating to ancient Italy, the people who lived 
there, or the languages spoken there ■ Italic languages/dia¬ 
lects 

2 italic noun, pi -ics : letters, numbers, etc., that slant upward 
to the right : italic type [noncount] These words are printed 
in italic, [plural] The type should be set in italics. ■ These 
words are printed in italics. — abbr. ital ; see picture at font 
italicize also Brit ital*i*cise /i'taela,saiz/ verb -ciz*es; 
-cized; -ciz-ing [+ obj] : to put letters, numbers, etc., in ital¬ 
ics : to print (text) in italics ■ italicize a word ■ italicized text 
1 itch /'itf/ verb itch*es; itched; itch*ing [no obj] 

1 : to have or produce an unpleasant feeling on your skin or 
inside your mouth, nose, etc. that makes you want to scratch 

■ My back really itches. ■ His eyes began to bum and itch be¬ 
cause of his allergies. ■ My nose itches. [=1 have an itchy nose] 

■ This sweater makes me itch. ■ Most rashes itch. 

2 informal : to have a strong desire to do something or for 
something — always used as (be) itching • I’m itching to get 
started in my garden again. [=I’m very eager to begin work¬ 
ing in my garden again] ■ She was itching for a fight. ■ He 
seemed to be itching for an excuse to say something rude. 

— itching noun [noncount] • Rashes can cause intense itch¬ 
ing. ■ Symptoms include minor itching and redness. ■ This 
lotion should soothe/stop/relieve the itching, [-itchiness] 

2 jtch noun, pi itch«es [count] 

1 : an uncomfortable or unpleasant feeling on your skin or 
inside your mouth, nose, etc., that makes you want to 
scratch ■ I had a slight itch on my back. ■ Scratching only 
makes the itch worse. 

2 somewhat informal : a constant and strong desire for some¬ 
thing or to do something ■ She’s always had an itch for adven¬ 
ture. ■ He has an itch to travel. 

scratch the/an Itch chiefly US, informal : to satisfy a desire 
or need for something ■ Sign up for a tour of Asia and 
scratch the itch to travel, 
itchy /'iifi/ adj itch-i-er; -est 

1 a : feeling or having an itch ■ My eyes are/feel itchy. ■ itchy 
skin ■ an itchy back b : causing an itch ■ an itchy rash ■ This 
sweater is itchy. 

2 informal : feeling a strong desire to do something, to 
change something, etc. ■ Voters are itchy for change. ■ He was 
itchy to get going. If you have itchy feet, you have a strong 
desire to leave a place, job, etc., and go somewhere else. ■ 
She’s had the same job for five years, and she’s starting to get 
itchy feet. If you have an itchy finger or itchy fingers, you 
have a strong desire to do or get something, especially some¬ 
thing that other people think is wrong or dangerous. ■ a mov¬ 
ie about a gunman who has an itchy (trigger) finger [=a gun¬ 
man who wants to shoot his gun; a gunman who is eager or 
likely to shoot someone] 

— itch-i-ness /'itfinas/ noun [noncount] ■ The chemical 
causes itchiness and inflammation if it gets on your skin. 

it’d /'itad/ — used as a contraction of it would and it had ■ We 
knew it’d [=it would] be dark soon. ■ It’d [=it had] been like 
that for a while. 

-ite /ait/ noun suffix 

1 : a person bom, raised, or living in a specified area ■ subur- 
ban ite • New Jerseyite 

2 : a follower or supporter of a specified person or group ■ 
Reaganite 

item /'aitam/ noun, pi items 
1 [count] : an individual thing : a separate part or thing ■ 
There are several items for sale. ■ an item [= article 1 of cloth¬ 
ing ■ an item [= article, piece] of furniture ■ I need to buy a few 
household items like soap. ■ He always orders the most ex- 
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pensive item on the menu. ■ There are a lot of items on our 
agenda tonight, so let’s start the meeting. — see also COL¬ 
LECTOR’S item, hot item at 'hot 

2 [couni\ : a separate piece of news or information ■ I saw an 
item in today’s paper about the mayor’s campaign plans. 

3 [ singular] informal : two people who are in a romantic or 
sexual relationship ■ They were rumored to be an item. [=a 
couple] 

item-ize also Brit item*ise / , ait3,maiz/ verb -iz-es; -ized; 
-iz-ing [+ obj] : to create a detailed list of (things) ■ You’ll 
need to itemize [=list\ all of your deductions/expenses. ■ a list 
of itemized expenses 

- item-i*za-tion also Brit item>i«sa»tion /.aitsms'zeijsn, 
Brit ,ait3|mai'zei/3n/ noun [noncount ] ■ the itemization of 
all your expenses 

ltin»er«ant /ai'tinsrant/ adj, always used before a noun : trav¬ 
eling from place to place : staying in a place for only a short 
amount of time ■ an itinerant preacher/lecturer/performer 
itin*er-ary /ai'tin3,reri, Brit ai'tinsrsri/ noun, pi -ar*ies 
[count] : the places you go to or plan to go to on a journey ■ 
We planned a detailed itinerary. ■ Our itinerary included 
stops at several famous cathedrals.; also : a document in 
which the places you will be going to are listed ■ I’ll mail you 
a copy of my itinerary so you’ll know where to reach me. 
-i*tis /aitss/ noun suffix, medical : inflammation of some¬ 
thing specified ■ tonsillitis’ ■ bronchitis' ■ laryngitis — some¬ 
times used humorously to describe having too much of 
something ■ Hollywood has a bad case of sequel ids this sum¬ 
mer. [=too many movies being shown this summer are se¬ 
quels] 

it’ll At|/ — used as a contraction of it will • It’ll be good to see 
her again. ■ It’ll be dark soon. 

its /'its, 3ts/ adj, always used before a noun, possessive form of 
it : relating to or belonging to a certain thing, animal, etc. ■ 
the dog in its kennel ■ The landscape is beautiful in its own 
unique way. ■ Each region has its own customs. : made or 
done by a certain thing, animal, etc. ■ The company is hoping 
to increase its sales. — compare IT’S 
it’s /'its, 3ts/ — used as a contraction of it is and it has • It’s 
[=it is] going to rain. • It's [-it has] been fun, but I must go 
now. • It’s [=it is] a long way to the bottom. — compare ITS 
it»Self /it'self/ pronoun 

1 : that same one; a — used as the object of a verb or prep¬ 
osition to refer to something that has already been men¬ 
tioned • The cat washed itself. ■ History keeps repeating itself. 
■ The problem should work itself out. ■ The chain folds back 
on itself. ■ The restaurant has built quite a reputation for it¬ 
self. b — used for emphasis to refer to something that has 
already been mentioned ■ I found the envelope, but the letter 
itself was missing. ■ That itself was enough of an excuse. ■ The 
city itself is fairly small. 

2 — used after a noun to say that someone or something has 
a lot of a particular quality ■ She was/seemed kindness itself . 
[=she was extremely kind] ■ Your cake is perfection itself. 
[=your cake is perfect] 

by itself 1 : on its own : without being directly controlled 
by a person ■ The computer shuts off by itself if you don’t 
use it. ■ The sprinkler will turn on by itself. [= automatically] 
2 : with nothing nearby : ALONE ■ The house stood by it¬ 
self at the end of the street. 

in itself : in its own nature : when considered as something 
separate from other things ■ The idea was not in itself bad. ■ 


This is not in itself a new idea. : without anything else add¬ 
ed ■ That’s a story in itself. — see also an end in itself at 
'end 

it-sy-bit-sy /'itsi'bitsi/ or it-ty — bit-ty Ati'biti/ adj, infor¬ 
mal : extremely small : tiny ■ a baby taking itsy-bitsy steps ■ 
an itsy-bitsy piece of cake 

-ity /sti/ noun suffix : quality, state, or degree ■ availability ■ 
stability ■ absurdity ■ complexity ■ salinity 

IUD /,ai,ju:'di:/ noun, pi lUDs [count] medical : intrauter¬ 
ine device 

'IV/ ,ai'vi:/ noun, pi IVs [count] US, medical : a device that is 
used to allow a fluid (such as blood or a liquid medication) 
to flow directly into a patient’s veins ■ The nurse started an 
IV. ■ The patient was hooked up to an IV. — see picture at 
hospital IV is an abbreviation of intravenous. 

2 IV adj, always used before a noun, US : intravenous ■ IV 
drug users [=people who inject themselves with illegal drugs] 

-ive fi v/ adj suffix : doing or tending to do something speci¬ 
fied ■ exhaustive ■ explosive 

I’ve /'aiv, sv/ — used as a contraction of / have ■ The food 
was good, but I've had better. ■ It was the best movie I’ve ever 
seen. ■ I’ve got lots of work to do today. = ( chiefly Brit ) I’ve 
lots of work to do today. 

ivied /'aivid/ adj ; covered with ivy ■ the college’s ivied walls 

ivO«ry /'aivsri/ noun, pi -Ties 

1 [noncount] : a hard white substance that forms the tusks of 
elephants and other animals ■ a carved piece of ivory 

2 [noncount] : a slightly yellowish white color — see color 
picture on page C2 

3 [count] informal : a piano key — usually plural To tickle 
the ivories is to play the piano. 

ivory tower noun, pi ~ -ers [count] disapproving : a place 
or situation in which people make and discuss theories about 
problems (such as poverty and racism) without having any 
experience with those problems ■ The book was written by 
some college professor who’s spent her entire professional 
life in an ivory tower. — often used before another noun ■ an 
ivory-tower intellectual 

ivy /'aivi/ noun, pi ivies [count, noncount] : a plant that has 
long stems and that often grows on the outsides of buildings ■ 
walls covered with ivy = ivy-covered walls — called also En¬ 
glish ivy, see color picture on page C6; see also poison ivy 

Ivy League noun [singular] : a group of eight colleges and 
universities in the eastern U.S. that have been respected for 
providing an excellent education for a long time — often 
used before another noun ■ an Ivy League diploma/degree ■ 
an Ivy League university/college The Ivy League consists 
of Harvard, Yale, Princeton, Columbia, Brown, and Cornell 
universities, the University of Pennsylvania, and Dartmouth 
College. 

-ize also Brit -ise /aiz/ verb suffix 

1 a : to cause to become or become like something specified 
■ American ize : to become or become like (something speci¬ 
fied) ■ crystallize ■ unionize b : to treat like something spec¬ 
ified ■ idolize ■ lionize ■ commercialize 

2 : to talk or write about someone or something in a speci¬ 
fied way • satirize • romanticize 

3 : to make or suggest something specified ■ hypothesize ■ 
theorize • philosophize 

4 : to place someone in something specified ■ hospitalize ■ in¬ 
stitutionalize 


J 


j or J Afeei/ noun, pi j’s or js or J’s or Js : the 10th letter of 
the English alphabet [count] a word that begins with a j 
[noncount] a word that begins with j 
1 jab /'cfceb/ verb jabs; jabbed; jab«bing 

1 : to push something sharp or hard quickly or suddenly 
into or toward someone or something [+ obj] The nurse 
jabbed the needle into his arm. = The nuise jabbed his arm 
with a needle. • She jabbed her elbow into my ribs. = She 
jabbed me in the ribs with her elbow, [no obj] He jabbed at 
the other player with his hockey stick. 


2 : to be pushed quickly and suddenly into someone or a 
part of someone’s body [+ obj] The needle jabbed his arm. 
[no obj] The needle jabbed into his arm. 

2 jab noun, pi jabs [count] 

1 : a quick or sudden hit with something sharp or hard ■ She 
gave him a jab in the ribs. — sometimes used figuratively ■ In 
his speech, he took a jab at[=criticized] the senator. 

2 boxing : a short, straight punch » He threw a right/left jab 
to his opponent’s body. — compare hook, uppercut 

3 Brit, informal : an injection of something (such as medi- 
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cine) into your body with a needle ■ a flu jab \~Uhlcfly US) 
shot] 

jab-ber /'cfeEeba f verb -bers; -bered; -ber-ing informal : to 
talk in a fast, unclear, or foolish way [no obj ] They jabbered 
away for hours. [+ obj\ She rushed into the room jabbering 
something about a dog. 

— jabber noun [noncount ] ■ listening to their silly jabber 
1 jack /'cfeEek/ noun , pi jacks 

1 [count\ : a device used for lifting something heavy (such as 
a car) 

2 [count] : a playing card that has a picture of a soldier or 
servant and that is worth more than a ten and less than a 
queen ■ the jack of hearts/spades/clubs/diamonds — see pic¬ 
ture at PLAYING CARD 

3 [count]: a small opening where something connects with a 
wire to something else ■ a telephone/stereo jack 

4 a [count] : a small usually metal object that has six points 
and that is used in the game of jacks b jacks [plural] : a 
child’s game in which jacks are thrown and picked up while 
bouncing and catching a small ball ■ children playing jacks 

5 [noncount] US slang : anything at all — used in negative 
statements ■ You don’t know jack. = ( offensive ) You don’t 
know jack shit. 

2 jack verb jacks; jacked; jack-ing 

jack in [phrasal verb] jack in (something) or jack (something) 
in Brit, informal : to stop doing (something) ■ He was build¬ 
ing a new shed but jacked it in. ■ He jacked in [= quit, gave 
up] his job and became a hippie. 
jack off [phrasal verb] US, informal + impolite, of a man 
I MASTURBATE 

jack up [phrasal verb] jack up (something) or jack (some¬ 
thing) up 1 : to lift (something, such as a car) with a jack ■ 
He jacked up the car and changed the tire. 2 informal : to 
increase (something, such as a price) by a large amount ■ 
The restaurant has jacked up its prices in recent months, 
jack-al /'cfeaskal/ noun, pi -als 
[count] : a wild dog found in Africa 
and Asia 

jack-ass /'(fc£ek,Ees/ noun, pi 
-ass-es [count] 

1 : a male donkey 

2 chiefly US, informal + impolite : a 
stupid person : ass ■ Some jackass 
spilled his drink on my shoes. 

jack-bOOt /'cfe£ek,bu:t/ noun, pi 
-boots [count] : a heavy military 
boot that reaches above the knee 

— sometimes used figuratively ■ 

They suffered under the fascist 
jackboot. [=they suffered under fascist rule] 

— jack-boot-ed /'cfe£ek,bu:t3d/ adj • jackbooted thugs 
jack-et /'cfeaskat/ noun, pi -ets [count] 

1 : a piece of clothing that is worn on your upper body over 
another piece of clothing (such as a shirt) : a usually short 
and light coat ■ a suit with a double-breasted jacket • a warm 
jacket — see color picture on page Cl5; see also dinner 

JACKET, FLAK JACKET, LIFE JACKET, SPORTS JACKET, 
STRAITJACKET 

2 : an outer covering: such as a : a paper cover that pro¬ 
tects a book and that can be removed : dust jacket b 
chiefly US : a paper, cardboard, or plastic envelope for hold¬ 
ing a record, CD, or DVD — called also sleeve 

— see also yellow jacket 

jacket potato noun, pi ~ -toes [count] Brit : a potato 
baked with its skin left on 

Jack Frost noun — used as a way to refer to frost or cold 
weather ■ Jack Frost may arrive early this year, 
jack-ham-mer /'cfe£ek,h£em»/ noun, pi -ers [count] chiefly 
US : a heavy tool used to break hard substances (such as 
concrete) into pieces by a repeated pounding action — 
called also pneumatic drill 

jack—in—the— box /'cfeaskanfia^aiks/ noun, pi jack—in— 
the-box-es or jacks-in-the-box [count] : a toy that is a 
small box containing a clown or other figure which jumps up 
when the box is opened 

1 jack-knife /'cfeEek,naif/ noun, pi -knives [count] 

1 : a small knife that has a folding blade : pocketknife 

2 : a dive in which you bend from the waist and touch your 
ankles and then straighten out 

2 jackknife verb -knifes; -knifed; -knif-ing [no obf] : to 
bend in the middle like a folding jackknife; especially, of a 
large truck : to have the back part slide out of control toward 


the front part ■ The truck jackknifed on the icy road, 
jack—of—all—trades /,(fcEek3v,a:l*treidz/ noun, pi jacks— 
of—all—trades [count] : a person who has many skills : a 
person who can do many different jobs *$■ If you are a jack- 
of-all-trades, master of none, you can do many things but are 
not an expert in any of them. 

jack—O’—Ian-tern / l cfe£ek3,lEent3 i n/ noun, pi -terns [count] 
: a pumpkin that has had its insides removed and a face cut 
into it for Halloween You put a candle in a jack-o’-lantem 
so that light shines out through its eyes, nose, and mouth, 
jack-pot Afc£ek,pa:t/ noun, pi -pots [count]: a usually large 
amount of money won in a game of chance ■ The lottery 
jackpot is up to one million dollars. 

hit the jackpot 1 : to win all the money that can be won in 
a game of chance - He hit the jackpot on the slot machine. 
2 : to have unexpected success or good luck • He really hit 
the jackpot with his new restaurant, (-he became very suc¬ 
cessful with his new restaurant] ■ They hit the jackpot when 
they hired her. [=she is a very valuable employee] 
jack-rab-bit /'(fcEek,r£eb3t/ noun, pi -bits [count] : a North 
American animal that resembles a large rabbit and that is 
very fast 

Jac-O-bG-an ^cfeEeka'biijan/ adj : of or relating to James I 
of England or the time (1603-25) when he was king ■ Jaco¬ 
bean drama ■ a Jacobean mansion 
Ja-CUZ-Zi /cfca'kuizi/ trademark — used for a bathtub in 
which a pump causes water and air bubbles to move around 
your body 

jade /'cfeeid/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a usually green stone that is used for jewelry — see color 
picture on page Cll 

2 : a light bluish-green color — called also jade green ; see 
color picture on page C2 

jad-ed /'cfeeidad/ adj [more most ~] : feeling or showing a 
lack of interest and excitement caused by having done or ex¬ 
perienced too much of something ■ He became jaded from 
years of work as a police officer. ■ a public jaded by political 
scandals ■ a jaded attitude 

jag /'cfeseg/ noun, pi jags [count] chiefly US, informal: a short 
period of time when you do something in an uncontrolled 
way ■ a crying jag 

jag-ged /'cfeasgad/ adj [more most ~]: having a sharp, un¬ 
even edge or surface ■ a jagged mountain peak • jagged pieces 
of broken glass 

jag-liar /'cfeEe.gwa^, Brit '(fcasgjawa/ noun, pi -uars [count] 
: a large, brown,'wild cat with black spots that lives in Cen¬ 
tral and South America — see picture at cat 
1 jail also Brit gaol /'cfeeil/ noun, pi jails : a place where people 
are kept when they have been arrested and are being pun¬ 
ished for a crime [count] He was locked up in the county 
jail, [noncount] He was arrested and sent/sentenced to jail. ■ 
He went to jail for his crimes. ■ He just got out of jail a few 
weeks ago. ■ He was kept in jail overnight. 

synonyms jail, prison, and penitentiary all refer to 
places where criminals are kept. In U.S. English,>ai/ usual¬ 
ly refers to a small local place for holding criminals. ■ He 
was arrested for drunkenness and spent a night in the city 
jail. Prison refers to a much larger building for more seri¬ 
ous criminals, such as murderers. ■ He was sentenced to 40 
years in a state/federal prison. Penitentiary always refers to 
a large state or federal prison. ■ He is serving a life sentence 
at a federal penitentiary. In British English, there is no 
clear difference between jail and prison, and the word pen¬ 
itentiary is not now used. 

2 jail also Brit gaol verb jails; jailed; jail-ing [+ obj] : to put (a 
person) in jail — usually used as (be) jailed ■ He was jailed for 
assaulting a police officer. 

jail-bird also Brit gaol-bird /'cfceil.ba-d/ noun, pi -birds 
[count] informal + old-fashioned : a person who has often 
been in jail or prison 

jail-break also Brit gaol-break /'(fceil,breik/ noun, pi 
-breaks [count] : an escape from jail or prison 
jail-er also jail-or or Brit gaol-er /'cfeeila/ noun, pi -ers also 
-ors [count] somewhat old-fashioned : a person who is in 
charge of a jail or who guards the prisoners in a jail 
jail-house /■(feeil,haus/ noun, pi -hous-es [count] US 
: 1 JAIL — usually used before another noun ■ a jailhouse in¬ 
formant [-an informant who is in jail] 
ja-la-pe-no also ja-la-pe-no /,ha:l3*peinjou/ noun, pi -nos 
also -nos [count] : a small green pepper that is very hot and 
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is used especially in Mexican cooking — called also jalapeno 
pepper, jalapeno pepper 

ja-lopy /cfea'larpi/ noun, pi -lop-ies [count] informal : an old 
car that is in poor condition • He fixed up an old jalopy. 
1 iam /'cfesem/ verb jams; jammed; jam-ming 

1 a : to fill (a place) completely [+ obj] Thousands of people 
jammed the hall. = The hall was jammed [=jam-packed, 
packed] with thousands of people, [no obj] Thousands of 
people jammed into the hall, b [+ obj] : to fill (something, 
such as a door or a road) so that movement is slow or 
stopped ■ People were jamming the exits after the concert. ■ 
All the roads and bridges were jammed (with traffic). — 
sometimes used figuratively ■ All the telephone lines were 
jammed with calls from angry customers. 

2 a [+ obj] : to press or push (an object) into a tight place ■ 
He jammed the book back into the bookcase. ■ A piece of 
paper got/was jammed [=stuck] in the copy machine, b : to 
push (a part of your body, a lever, etc.) suddenly and force¬ 
fully [+ obj] She jammed her foot down hard on the brakes. 
[no obj] She jammed on the brakes, c [+ obj] : to cause (a 
part of your body) to be painfully crushed, squeezed, etc. ■ I 
jammed my finger in .the car door. = My finger got jammed 
in the car door. = I got my finger jammed in the car door. ■ I 
jammed [=s tubbed] my toe on the chair’s leg. 

3 a [no obj] : to stop working properly because something 
inside prevents movement ■ The copy machine jammed (up) 
again. ■ The lock/gun jammed, b [+ obj] : to cause (some¬ 
thing) to stop working properly by preventing its parts from 
moving ■ A piece of paper jammed the copy machine. 

4 [+ obj]: to make (a radio signal or broadcast) impossible to 
understand by sending out signals or messages that weaken 
or block it m jam a radio broadcast 

5 [no obj] : to play music informally together without prepa¬ 
ration ■ We like to get together and jam (with each other). 

6 [+ obj] baseball : to throw a pitch that is close to a batter 
and that the batter is unable to hit well ■ The pitcher jammed 
him with an inside fastball. 

2 jam noun, pi jams [count] 

1 : a situation in which a machine does not work properly 
because something inside prevents its parts from moving • 
There’s a paper jam in the printer. 

2 : a situation in which something (such as a road) is so filled 
that movement is stopped or slowed • I got stuck in a traffic 
jam on the way home from work. — see also logjam 

3 informal : a difficult situation ■ He got in/into a real jam 
with his girlfriend. ■ She asked her parents for money to help 
her get out of a jam. 

- compare ’jam 

3 jam noun, pi jams [count, noncount] : a sweet food made of 
fruit and sugar thickened by boiling ■ ajar of raspberry yam 
money for jam see money 

- compare 2 jam 

jamb /‘cfesem/ noun, pi jambs [count] : a board that forms 
the side of a door or window — see also doorjamb 
janvba*laya /,cfcAmb3 , laj3, Brit jcfegemba'laja/ noun [non¬ 
count] : a spicy dish of rice cooked usually with ham, sau¬ 
sage, chicken, shrimp, or oysters 
jam*bo-ree /jcfesembs'ri:/ noun, pi -rees [count] 

1 : a large party or celebration with music and entertain¬ 
ment ■ a country music jamboree 

2 : a large gathering of Boy Scouts or Girl Scouts 
jam-mies /‘cfesemiz/ noun [plural] US, informal : pajamas 

^ Jammies is a word used mainly by children and when 
speaking to children, 
jam-my /'cfeasmi/ adj jam-mi-er; -est 

1 : resembling or suggesting jam • jammy flavors 

2 Brit, informal : having good luck : lucky ■ He’s a.jammy 
bastard. [=lucky guy] 

jam—packed /‘cfesem'psekt/ adj ; filled completely ■ The 
theater was jam-packed (with people) for the performance, 
jam session noun, pi ~ -sions [count] : a gathering or 
performance in which musicians play together informally 
without any preparation : a session in which musicians jam 
with each other 
Jan. abbr January 

Jane Doe /‘cfeem'dou/ noun, pi ~ Does [count] US, law — 
used as a name for a woman whose true name is not known 
or is being kept secret; compare JOHN DOE 
jan-gle /'cfejeijgal/ verb jan-gles; jan-gled; jan-gling 

1 [no obj] : to make a harsh ringing sound ■ Corns jangled out 
of the machine. 

2 [+ obj] : to cause (something) to make a harsh ringing 


sound • He jangled his keys loudly outside the door. 
jangle nerves -❖■If something jangles your nerves , it makes 
you feel very nervous and tense. • The pressure of per¬ 
forming jangled her nerves. ■ He took a deep breath to try 
to calm his jangled nerves. 

— jangle noun, pi jangles [count] — usually singular ■ the 
jangle of loose coins 

jan-i*tor /'cfesensW noun, pi -tors [count] chiefly US : a per¬ 
son who cleans a building and makes minor repairs — called 
also {Brit) caretaker 

— jan-i-to-ri-al Acfeasns'torijsl/ adj 

Jan*U*ary /‘cfesenjs.weri/ noun, pi -ar-ies : the first month 
of the year [noncount] in (early/middle/mid-/late) January ■ 
early/late in January ■ They arrived on January the fourth. = 
{US) They arrived on January fourth. = They arrived on the 
fourth of January, [count] Sales are up (for) this January in 
comparison with the previous two Januaries. — abbr. Jan. 
Jap /'cfesep/ noun, pi Japs [count] infortnal + offensive : a 
Japanese person ^ The word Jap is very offensive and 
should be avoided. 

1 Jap-a-nese /jcfeseps^irz/ noun 

1 the Japanese : the people of Japan : Japanese people • 
the customs of the Japanese 

2 [noncount] : the language of the Japanese ■ He is learning 
to speak Japanese. 

2 Japanese adj : of or relating to Japan, its people, or their 
language ■ Japanese history/food ■ She is Japanese. ■ The cus¬ 
tom is Japanese. 

Japanese beetle noun, pi ~ beetles [count] : a small 
green and brown beetle that is originally from Asia and that 
causes damage to plants in the U.S. — see color picture on 
page CIO 

1 iar /'cfeaa7 noun, pi jars [count] 

i* a : a glass container that has a wide opening 
and usually a lid ■ a pickle jar b : a clay con¬ 
tainer that has a wide opening 1 a pottery jar 
2 : the amount of something inside a jar ■ We 
ate an entire jar of pickles. 

2 jar verb jars; jarred; jar-ring 

1 : to have a harsh or unpleasant effect on 
someone or something [no obj’] — usually + 
on ■ The loud music jarred on my ears. [+ obj] 

The attack jarred [=shook, rattled] her sense of 
security. ■ The loss jarred his confidence in the 
team. 

2 : to hit or shake (something) forcefully [+ obj] The earth¬ 
quake jarred the tiles loose. ■ He jarred [=knocked] the ball 
from his opponent’s hands, [no obj] The tiles jarred loose in 
the earthquake. 

3 (+ obj] : to make (someone) feel uneasy • Visitors are often 
jarred [= unsettled] by the conditions at the hospital. 

4 [no obj] chiefly Brit : to look bad or ugly together ■ The two 
colors of the wallpaper jar [=clash] (with each other). 

— jarring adj [more most ~] ■ It was jarring to see how 
frail she was. ■ a jarring contrast 

jar-gon /‘cfea&gsn/ noun [noncount] usually disapproving 
: the language used for a particular activity or by a particu¬ 
lar group of people ■ legal/sports jargon ■ medical jargon that 
the layman cannot understand ■ an academic essay filled 
with jargon 

jar-head / , cfeaa i ,hed/ noun, pi -heads [count] US slang : a 
member of the United States Marine Corps 
jas-mine /'cfesezmsn/ noun [noncount] : a plant that has 
flowers with a very pleasant and sweet smell 
jaun-dice /‘cfeccndss/ noun [noncount] medical : a disease 
that causes a person’s skin to turn yellow 
jaun-diced /*cfea:nd3st/ adj [more most ~] 

1 medical : having a disease that causes your skin to turn 
yellow : affected with jaundice ■ a severely jaundiced patient 

2 : feeling or showing dislike, distrust, or anger because of 
past experiences : likely to think that people, organizations, 
etc., are bad ■ a jaundiced critic ■ She has a very jaundiced 
view of politics and politicians. 

jaunt /'cfeaint/ noun, pi Jaunts [count] : a brief trip taken for 
pleasure ■ a four-day jaunt to the mountains 
jaun-ty /'cfecunli/ adj jaun-tl-er; -est [also more most ~] 
: lively in manner or appearance ■ jaunty tunes ■ a jaunty 
greeting : having or suggesting a lively and confident quality 
• He struck a jaunty pose for the camera. ■ She was wearing a 
jaunty white cap. 

— jaunt-l-ly /‘cfeamtsli/ adv • She posed jauntily for the cam¬ 
era. — jaunt-i-ness /‘cfecuntinss/ noun [noncount] 
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ja-va /'cfeaeva, 'cfearva/ noun [ noncount] US, informal : cof¬ 
fee ■ a hot cup of java 
jav-e-lin /'cfeaevalan/ noun, pi -lins 

1 [counl\ : a long spear that people throw as far as they can 
as a sport 

2 the javelin : an event in which people compete by trying 
to throw a javelin farther than everyone else ■ winner of the 
javelin 

1 jaw /'cfea:/ noun, pi jaws 

1 [count] a : either one of the two bones of the face where 
teeth grow • He broke his upper/lower jaw. ■ The crocodile 
tried to grab him in its jaws. [=mouth\ • the jaws of a tiger/ 
shark — often used figuratively ■ He barely escaped from the 
jaws of death. [=he barely escaped death] ■ The team was 
able to snatch victory from the jaws of defeat [=the team 
won] by scoring in the final seconds of the game. — see pic¬ 
ture at face b : the lower part of a person’s face — usually 
singular ■ I’d like to give that guy a punch in the jaw. 

2 jaws [plural] : two parts of a machine or tool that open 
and close to hold or crush something • the jaws of a vise 
jaw drops If your jaw drops, you open your mouth in a 

way that shows you are very surprised or shocked. ■ His 
jaw dropped when he heard who had won. 

2 jaw verb jaws; jawed; jaw-lng [no obj ] informal : to talk in 
an angry way or for a very long time ■ The coach was jawing 
with/at the referee. ■ She was on the phone jawing with her 
sister all night. 

jaw-bone /'cfea:,boun/ noun, pi -bones [count] : the bone 
that forms the lower jaw : mandible — see picture at hu¬ 
man 

jaw-break-er /'cfeai.breika 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] US : a 
round, hard candy 

jaw-line /'<fea:,lain/ noun, pi -lines [count] : the line of the 
face formed by the lower jaw : the bottom edge of a person’s 
face • He has a strong jawline. 

jay /'cfeei/ noun, pi jays [count] : a noisy bird that is often 
brightly colored — see also blue jay 
jay-bird /'cfeei,ba-d/ noun, pi -birds [count] US, informal + 
old-fashioned : jay 

naked as a jaybird : completely naked • He was standing at 
the window, naked as a jaybird. 
jay-walk/'cfeei.waik/ verb -walks; -walked; -walk-ing [no 
obj] : to cross a street carelessly or at an illegal or dangerous 
place ■ The police officer warned us not to jaywalk. 
-jay-walk-er noun, pi -ers [count] - jaywalking noun 
[noncount] ■ She was arrested for jaywalking. 

1 jazz /'cfetez/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a type of American music with lively rhythms and melo¬ 
dies that are often made up by musicians as they play ■ He 
likes/plays jazz. • She was listening to (some) jazz. — often 
used before another noun ■ a jazz band/festival/musician 

2 informal a : meaningless or foolish talk ■ What’s all this 
jazz about you leaving? b : similar things : stuff ■ She 
loves hiking, biking, and all that jazz. 

2 jazz verb jazz-es; jazzed; jazz-ing 

jazz up [phrasal verb] jazz up (something) or jazz (some¬ 
thing) up informal: to make (something) more interesting, 
exciting, or attractive ■ The company wants to jazz up its 
image. ■ She tried to jazz the room up with a new rug. 
jazzed adj, not used before a noun [more most ~] US, in¬ 
formal : very excited ■ He was really jazzed for the game. ■ 
She was jazzed (up) to be playing in the band, 
jazzy /'cfeaezi/ adj jazz-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : having the qualities of jaae music ■ jazzy tunes ■ a jazzy pi¬ 
ano solo 

2 informal: bright, lively, or fancy in a way that is meant to 
attract attention ■ jazzy decorations ■ He wore a jazzy suit to 
the party. ■ You’re looking pretty jazzy [=snazzy] today. 

J.D. abbr doctor of jurisprudence; doctor of law 
ieal-OUS /'cfeelas/ adj [more most — j 

1 : feeling or showing jealousy: such as a : feeling or show¬ 
ing an unhappy or angry desire to have what someone else 
has ■ His success has made some of his old friends jealous. — 
often + of ■ Some of his old friends are jealous [=envious] of 
his success. = Some of his old friends are jealous of him be¬ 
cause of his success. ■ He feels jealous of his rich friends, b 
: feeling or showing unhappiness or anger because you think 
that someone you love (such as your husband or wife) likes 
or is liked by someone else ■ a jealous husband ■ She became 
very jealous whenever he talked to other women. ■ He was in 
a jealous rage. 

2 somewhat formal : very concerned about protecting or 


keeping something — + of m She was jealous of her good rep¬ 
utation. ■ He has always been very jealous o/his privacy. 

— jeal-ous-ly adv • He spoke jealously of his friend’s suc¬ 
cess. ■ He jealously accused his wife of flirting with other 
men. ■ a jealously [=closety] guarded secret 

jeal-OU-Sy /'cfeelasi/ noun, pi -sies 

1 : an unhappy or angry feeling of wanting to have what 
someone else has [noncount] professional jealousy present¬ 
ment of the success of someone who is in the same profes¬ 
sion as you! [count] petty jealousies among political rivals 

2 : an unhappy or angry feeling caused by the belief that 
someone you love (such as your husband or wife) likes or is 
liked by someone else [noncount] a marriage ruined by infi¬ 
delity and jealousy ■ He was driven crazy with jealousy, 
[count] He was unable to control his jealousies. 

jeans /'cfei:nz/ noun [plural] : pants made of a strong cloth 
(called denim) ■ He was wearing (a pair of) jeans. — see col¬ 
or picture on page C14 

Jeep /'cfeiip/ trademark — used for a small truck that can be 
driven over very rough surfaces 
jee-pers /'cfeiip^z/ interj, informal + old-fashioned — used to 
express surprise ■ Jeepers, it’s cold out here! 
jeer /'cfei v/ verb jeers; jeered; jeer-ing : to shout insulting 
words at someone : to laugh at or criticize someone in a loud 
and angry way [no obj] The crowd jeered (at him) when he 
struck out. ■ He tried to ignore the jeering crowd. [+ obj] The 
crowd jeered him when he struck out. ■ The prisoner was 
jeered by an angry mob. 

— jeer noun, pi jeers [count] ■ His appearance drew jeers 
from the crowd. 

jeez variant spelling of geez 

Je-hO-Vah /cfei'hoova/ noun [singular] — used as the name 
of God in the Old Testament of the Bible 
Jehovah’s Witness noun, pi ~ -nesses [count] \ a 
member of a religious group that believes that the world will 
end soon and that tries to get people to become members so 
they will be saved 
je-jline /<fei'cfeu:n/ adj, formal 

1 : not interesting : boring ■ the novel’s jejune plot 

2 : too simple • She made jejune remarks about life and art. 
Je-kyll and Hyde /'cfeekalan'haid/ noun [singular] : some¬ 
one who is sometimes good and pleasant and sometimes very 
rude or bad ■ He’s a real Jekyll and Hyde who can become vi¬ 
olent without warning. ■ his Jekyll and Hyde tendencies 
This term comes from "The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and 
Mr. Hyde,” a story by Robert Louis Stevenson. In the story, 
Dr. Jekyll is a scientist who creates a liquid that changes him 
from a good man to the evil Mr. Hyde when he drinks it. 

jell /'cfeei/ verb jells; jelled; jell-lng [no obj] 

1 : to become clear and definite: gel ■ The idea jelled. ■ Our 
plans are finally starting to jell. ■ A few scenes in the movie 
don’t jell. [=work] 

2 : to change into a thick substance that is like jelly ■ Boil the 
jam until it begins to jell. 

Jell—O /'cfeeloo/ trademark — used for a fruit-flavored des¬ 
sert made with gelatin 
iel-lv /'cfeeli/ noun, pi -lies 

1 : a sweet and soft food made by boiling sugar and fruit 
juice until it is thick [count] a selection of different jellies 
and jams [noncount] He spread some jelly on his toast. ■ a jar 
of grape jelly ■ a peanut butter and jelly sandwich ■ a jelly 
doughnut j=a doughnut with jelly inside of it] — sometimes 
used figuratively ■ One look from her reduces me to jelly. 
[=makes me feel very weak and nervous] • Shock and fear 
turned my legs to jelly. [=made my legs feel very weak] 

2 [noncount] Brit: a fruit-flavored dessert made with gelatin 
In the U.S., this kind of dessert is known by the trademark 

Jell-O. 

3 [noncount] old-fashioned : a food made from meat juices 
and gelatin ■ a meat glaze made with stock and jetty 

4 : a substance that is soft and thick like jelly [count] liquid 
ointments and jellies [noncount] lubricating jelly — see also 

PETROLEUM JELLY 

— jel-lied /'cfeelid/ adj • jellied candies — jel-ly-llke /'cfeeli- 
,laik/ adj ■ a thick jellylike substance 

jelly baby noun, pi ~ -bies [count] Brit : a soft candy 
shaped like a baby and made with gelatin 
jelly bean noun, pi ~ beans [count] : a candy that is 
shaped like a bean and has a hard sugar shell with a soft cen¬ 
ter 
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jeMy*fish /'cfeeli,fi J/ noun, pi jellyfish 

\count\ : a sea animal that has a very soft body 
and that can sting 

jelly roll noun, pi rolls [count] US : a thin 
sheet of cake that is spread with jelly and 
rolled up — called also {Brit) Swiss roll 
1 jem*my /'cfeemi/ noun, pi -mies [count] Brit 

: 1 JIMMY 

2 jemmy verb -mies; -mied; -my-ing [+ obj] 

Brit: 2 jimmy 

je ne sais quoi /33n3,sei'kwa:/ noun [singu¬ 
lar] sometimes humorous : a pleasant quality 
that is hard to describe ■ Although the sculp¬ 
ture had flaws, it also had a certain je ne sais 
quoi that made it very appealing. In French 
the phrase je ne sais quoi means literally “I jellyfish 
know not what.” 

jeop-ar-dize also Brit jeop-ar-dise /'cfeepa^daiz/ verb 
-diz*es: -dized; -diz-ing [+ obj] : to put (something or 
someone) in danger ■ The wrong decision could (seriously) 
jeopardize your career. ■ His health has been jeopardized by 
poor nutrition. 
jeop*ar*dy /'cfeepadi/ noun 

in jeopardy : in a situation in which someone or something 
is exposed to possible injury, loss, or evil: in danger • He is 
responsible for placing innocent lives in jeopardy. • The 
wrong decision could place your career in (serious) jeopar¬ 
dy. ■ Public opinion puts this proposal in serious jeopardy. 

- see also double jeopardy 

1 jerk Afeek/ noun, pi jerks [count] 

1 informal : a stupid person or a person who is not well-liked 
or who treats other people badly ■ That jerk can’t do any¬ 
thing right. ■ Most of the kids are nice, but some are jerks. 

2 a ; a quick pull or twist ■ The dead branch came loose af¬ 
ter a few jerks. ■ He felt the jerk of the line as a fish took the 
bait. ■ The door was stuck, but I gave it a jerk [=pulled on it 
very hard and very quickly] and it opened, b : a sudden 
sharp movement ■ The car started with a jerk. 

2 jerk verb jerks; jerked; jerk.ing 

1 [+ obj] : to push, pull, or twist (something) with a quick 
movement ■ I jerked the door open. • She jerked the phone 
out of my hand. 

2 a : to move (something) with a sharp, quick motion [+ 
obj] He jerked his head in the direction of the door and said, 
“Let’s go.” [no obj] The car jerked into motion, b always 
followed by an adverb, adjective, or preposition : to cause 
(someone) to move suddenly [+ obj] He was jerked awake by 
the sound of a baby crying. — sometimes used figuratively ■ 
She was jerked back to reality by the baby’s crying, [no obj] 
He jerked awake when the baby started to cry- 

jerk around [phrasal verb] jerk (someone) around chiefly US, 
informal : to be unfair or dishonest with (someone) : to lie 
to or cheat (someone) ■ I felt like that salesman was trying 
to jerk me around. — often used as (be/get) jerked around ■ 
I felt like I was getting jerked around by that salesman. 
jerk off [phrasal verb] informal + impolite, of a man : mas¬ 
turbate 

jer«kin /'cfeaJcan/ noun, pi -kins [count] : a type of short 
jacket that has no sleeves and that was worn in the past 
jerk-wa-ter /'cfea^waita 1 / adj, always used before a noun, 
US, informal + disapproving — used to describe a small town, 
village, etc., that is out in the country far from cities ■ He 
lives in some jerkwater town in the middle of nowhere. 

1 jer«ky /'cfea-ki/ noun [noncount] US : meat that has been cut 
into long strips and dried ■ beef jerky 
2 jerky Afeaki/ adj jerk-i-er; -est 

1 : marked by quick rough motions or sudden starts and 
stops ■ He made jerky movements. ■ The movie was jerky and 
hard to watch. 

2 informal: foolish, stupid, or rude ■ jerky behavior 

— jerk-i-ly /'cfe^kali/ adv • The train moved jerkily into the 
station. — jerk-i-ness /'cfeaJcinss/ noun [noncount] ■ the 
jerkiness of her movements ■ I can’t believe his jerkinessl 

jer»ry—built /'cfeeri,bilt/ adj, informal + disapproving : built 
cheaply and quickly : not well-built ■ jerry-built houses 
jer»ry—rigged /'cfeeri,ngd/ adi, chiefly US : made in a quick 
or careless way : not built or designed well ■ We'll have to re¬ 
place the b\i\\d\ng's jerry-rigged heating system. 
jer*sey /'cfea-zi/ noun, pi -seys 
1 [count] a : a loose shirt worn by a member of a sports 
team as part of a uniform ■ a football jersey b : a shirt made 
of knitted cloth 


2 [count] Brit : sweater a 

3 [noncount] : a soft knitted cloth ■ The dress is made of cot¬ 
ton/wool jersey. 

4 Jersey [count] : a type of small and light brown cow that 
produces rich milk ■ We keep a herd of Jerseys. ■ Jersey cows 

Je-ru-sa-lem artichoke /cfe3,ru:s3i3m-/ noun, pi ~ 
-chokes [count] : the root of a plant that looks like a potato 
and is eaten as a vegetable 

1 jest /'cfeest/ noun, pi jests formal + old-fashioned : some¬ 
thing said or done to cause laughter : JOKE [count] It was a 
harmless jest, [noncount] I didn’t mean to upset you; I only 
said it in jest [=1 was only joking] 

2 jest verb jests; jest-ed; jest-ing [no obj] formal + old- 
fashioned : to say things that are meant to cause laughter 
: JOKE ■ You voted for him? Surely you jest. [=you must be 
joking] 

jest-er /'cfeesta 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a man who in the past 
was kept by a ruler to amuse people by acting silly and tell¬ 
ing jokes • the court jester 

Je-SU-it /'cfeezuwat, Brit 'cfeezjuat/ noun, pi -its [count] : a 
man who is a member of a religious group called the Roman 
Catholic Society of Jesus 

Je-sus Christ /'cfekzas'kraist/ noun [singular] : the man 
who Christians believe is the son of God and whose life, 
death, and resurrection as reported in the New Testament of 
the Bible are the basis of the Christian religion — called also 
Christ, Jesus "$■ Jesus Christ, Christ, and Jesus are commonly 
used as inteijections to express surprise and anger. These 
uses are avoided in polite speech. 

1 jet /'cfeet/ noun, pi jets [count] 

1 : a fast airplane that has one or more jet engines ■ a pri¬ 
vate/commercial/corporate jet — often used before another 
noun ■ a jet airplane/plane ■ a jet pilot — see also jumbo jet 

2 a : a very strong stream of liquid or gas that comes out 
through a narrow opening ■ The telescope has photographed 
jets of gas shooting out from the distant star, b : a tube that 
contains and directs a very strong stream of liquid or gas ■ 
One of the fountain’s jets was blocked. 

— compare 3 JET 

2 jet verb jets; jet-ted; jet-ting 

1 : to travel by jet airplane [no obj] She jetted (off) from 
London to New York for a meeting. [+ obj] We jetted our 
representative from London to New York for the meeting. 

2 : to come through a narrow opening with great force [no 
obj] Steam jetted from the kettle’s spout. [+ obj] The geyser 
jets a tower of water into the air. 

3 jet noun [noncount] : a hard black stone that is often used for 
jewelry — compare *JET 

jet black noun [noncount] : a very dark black color 

— jet-black /'cfeet'blaek/ adj ■ He had jet-black hair. 

jet engine noun, pi ~ -gines [count]: an engine in which a 
very strong stream of heated air and gases shoots out from 
the rear of the engine and pushes the engine forward — see 
picture at airplane 

jet lag noun [noncount] : a tired and unpleasant feeling that 
you sometimes get when you travel by airplane to a place 
that is far away ■ I had bad jet lag after that last trip overseas. 

— jet—lagged /'cfeet,laegd/ adj ■ jet-lagged tourists 

jet-1 in-er /'cfeet,laino 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] US : a large jet 
airplane used for carrying passengers 
jet—pro*pelled /'cfeetpra'peld/ adj : moved forward by a jet 
engine ■ a jet-propelled missile 

jet propulsion noun [noncount] : the use of a jet engine to 
create forward movement of an airplane, missile, etc. 
jet'Sam /'cfeetsam/ noun [noncount] : floating objects that 
are thrown into the water from a ship — usually used in the 
phrase flotsam and jetsam ■ We walked along the flotsam and 
jetsam that had washed up onto the beach. — often used fig¬ 
uratively ■ She was sorting through the flotsam and jetsam 
that had accumulated on her desk. — compare flotsam 
jet Set noun 

the jet set somewhat old-fashioned : wealthy people who of¬ 
ten travel to different parts of the world ■ It was a trend 
started by the jet set. 

— jet—set-ter /'cfeet,seta-/ noun, pi -ters [count] ■ a luxurious 
hotel that is popular among jet-setters — jet—set-ting 
/'cfeet,setir)/ adj ■ jet-setting film stars 

Jet Ski trademark — used for a small and fast vehicle that is 
used on water and carries one or two people 
jet Stream noun, pi ~ streams [count] technical : a strong 
current of fast winds high above the Earth’s surface — usu- 
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ally singular ■ unusual weather patterns caused by changes in 
the jet stream 

jet'ti-son /'cfeetasan/ verb -sons; -soned; -sorting [+ obj] 

1 : to drop (something) from a moving ship, airplane, etc. ■ 
The captain gave orders to jettison the cargo. • They jetti¬ 
soned the fuel and made an emergency landing. 

2 : to get rid of (something) ■ We should jettison these old 
computers and get new ones. : to reject (something, such as 
a plan or idea) • They jettisoned plans for a vacation. 

jet-ty /'cfeeti/ noun, pi -ties [count] : a long structure that is 
built out into water and used as a place to get on, get off, or 
tie up a boat 

Jew /'cfeu:/ noun, pi Jews [count] : someone whose religion 
is Judaism, who is descended from Jewish people, or who 
participates in the culture surrounding Judaism 

— Jew-ish /'cfeuiwij/ adj • a Jewish temple ■ Are you Jewish? 
— Jew-ish-ness noun [noncount] 

jew«el /'cfcu:l/ noun, pi -els [count] 

T : a valuable stone (such as a ruby or diamond) that has 
been cut and polished ■ That diamond is one of world’s larg¬ 
est jewels. 

2 : a piece of jewelry (such as a necklace or a bracelet) that 
is made of valuable metal and precious stones — usually 
plural ■ She was dressed in an evening gown and jewels. 

3 : someone or something that is highly valued or admired ■ 
This painting is the jewel in our gallery. ■ She’s a. jewel. • The 
building is regarded as one of th e jewels of modem architec¬ 
ture. ■ He owns several successful businesses but this compa¬ 
ny is the jewel in the crown. [=this company is the most valu¬ 
able/important/admired] — see also crown jewel 

4 : the part of a watch that is made of a crystal or a precious 
stone 

the family jewels 1 : jewelry that has been passed from 
one generation to another ■ She inherited the family jewels 
after the death of her grandmother. 2 informal + humor¬ 
ous : a man’s sexual organs 

— jew*eled (US) or Brit jew*elled /'cfeuild/ adj • a jeweled 
sword [=a sword decorated with jewels] ■ The guests were 
heavily jeweled. [=the guests were wearing a lot of jewelry] 

jewel case noun, pi cases [count] : a clear plastic case 
in which a CD or DVD is stored — called also jewel box 
jew-el-er ( US ) or Brit jew-el-ler /'tfeuila 1 / noun, pi -ers 
[count] : a person who makes, repairs, or sells jewelry and 
watches 

jew-el-ry ( US ) or Brit jew-el-lery /'cfeu.lri/ noun [noncount] 
: decorative objects (such as rings, necklaces, and earrings) 
that people wear on their body • silver and turquois e jewelry • 
a store that sells jewelry • jewelry stores — see color picture 
on page Cll; see also costume jewelry 
Jew-ry /'cfcuiri/ noun [noncount] formal : Jewish people as a 
group ■ American Jewry 
'jib /'tfcib/ noun, pi jibs [count] 

1 : a small triangular sail near the front of a sailboat 

2 technical : the long part of a crane that carries the weight 
of the object that the crane is lifting 

2 jib verb jibs; jibbed; jib-bing [no obj] Brit, old-fashioned : to 
hesitate or refuse to do or accept something : balk — usu¬ 
ally + at • Investors jibbed at putting more money into the 
company. 

'jibe /'cfeaib/ verb jibes; jibed; jib-ing [no obj] US, informal 
: to agree with someone or something • His story didn’t jibe 
with the testimony of other witnesses. ■ What he told me 
doesn’t jibe with my experience. — compare 2 JIBE 
2 jibe verb jibes; jibed; jibing [no obj] : to cause a sailboat to 
change direction by swinging the sail to the opposite side of 
the boat — compare 1 jibe 
3 llbe variant spelling of gibe 

jif-fy /'cfeifi/ noun [singular] informal : a very brief time : mo¬ 
ment — usually used in the phrase in a jiffy • I’ll be there in 
ajiffy. 

Jiffy bag trademark, Brit — used for a thick, padded mail¬ 
ing envelope 

'jig /'tfeig/ noun, pi jigs [count] : a type of lively dance ■ She 
did/danced a little jig A also : the music played for such a 
dance ■ Hey, play us a jig\ 

the jig is up US, informal + old-fashioned — used to say that 
a dishonest plan or activity has been discovered and will 
not be allowed to continue ■ The jig is up: where did you 
hide the stolen goods? 

2 jig verb jigs; jigged; jig-ging 

1 : to move with quick sudden movements [+ obj] We jigged 


[=jiggled] his fishing line, [no obj] (chiefly Brit ) The horses 
jigged around nervously. 

2 [no obj] : to dance a jig • We jigged to the fiddle music, 
jig-ger /'cfeiga>/ noun, pi -gers [count] : a small cup or glass 
that is used to measure alcohol; also : the amount held in a 
jigger ■ He poured a jigger of whiskey into the glass, 
jig-gery—pok«ery /'cteigari'poukari/ noun [noncount] Brit, 
informal : dishonest or suspicious activity ■ There’s some 
jiggery-pokery [=hanky-pan/cy] going on behind the scenes, 
jig-gle /'cfcigal/ verb jig-gles; jig-gled; jig-gling : to move 
or cause (something) to move with quick, short movements 
up and down or side to side [+ obj] We jiggled the doorknob. 
■ Try to avoid jiggling the camera, [no obj] His belly jiggled 
like a bowlful of jelly. 

— jiggle noun, pi jiggles [count] • You have to give the 
doorknob a jiggle to open the door. ■ It’s hard to avoid a 
few jiggles when you’re using a video camera. 

jig-saw /'cfeig,sa:/ noun, pi -saws [count] 

1 : a machine that has a narrow blade for cutting curved 
lines in thin pieces of wood, metal, plastic, etc. 

2 chiefly Brit : jigsaw puzzle 
jigsaw puzzle noun, pi ~ puz¬ 
zles [count] : a puzzle made of 
many small pieces that are cut into 
various shapes and can be fit to¬ 
gether to form a picture ■ We spent 
many nights working on a jigsaw 
puzzle of Mount Everest. — often 
used figuratively ■ Ecologists no 
longer view different species as in¬ 
dependent, but instead see them as 
pieces of the same jigsaw puzzle. — 
called also ( chiefly Brit) jigsaw 

ji-had /cfei'hcL’d/ noun, pi -hads 
[count] : a war fought by Muslims 
to defend or spread their beliefs 
jilt /'cfeilt/ verb jilts; jilt-ed; jllt-ing 
[+ obj] : to end a romantic relationship with (someone) in a 
sudden and painful way ■ She was crushed when he jilted her. 

— often used as (be) jilted • She was jilted at the altar. [=the 
man who was supposed to marry her did not show up for the 
wedding] ■ a jilted lover 

Jim CrOW /'cfeim'krou/ noun [noncount] : the unfair treat¬ 
ment of black people in the past in the southern U.S. when 
laws were passed that did not give them the same rights as 
white people ■ the era of Jim Crow • Jim Crow laws 
jim—dan-dy /'cfeim'dsendi/ adj, US, informal : very fine or 
excellent ■ We had a jim-dandy vacation, 
jim-mies /'cfeimiz/ noun [plural] US : small and thin pieces 
of candy often sprinkled on ice cream 
'jim-my /'tfcuni/ noun, pi -mies [count] US : a short metal 
bar used to force things open or as a lever ■ The burglar used 
a jimmy to open the window. — called also (Brit) jemmy 
2 jimmy verb -mies; -mied; -my-ing [+ obj] US : to force 
(something, such as a lock, door, or window) open with a 
metal bar or a similar tool ■ The burglar jimmied [=(Brit) 
jemmied] the window (open). 

1 jin-gle /'cfciggal/ noun, pi jln-gles [count] 

1 : a light ringing sound that is made when metal objects hit 
each other «I heard the jingle of bells. 

2 : a short song that is easy to remember and that is used to 
help sell a product on television or radio ■ an advertisingym- 
gle 

jingle verb jingles; jin-gled; jln-gling : to make or cause 
(something) to make a light ringing sound [no obj] Bells jin¬ 
gled in the distance, •jingling bracelets/bells/coins ■ a jingling 
sound [+ obj] She jingled the coins in her pocket, 
jin-go-ism /‘(teiggou.izam/ noun [noncount] disapproving 
: the feelings and beliefs of people who think that their 
country is always right and who are in favor of aggressive 
acts against other countries ■ When the war began many peo¬ 
ple were caught up in a wave of jingoism. 

— jin-go-is-tic /liiQgou'istik/ adj •jingoistic attitudes 
jin-ni /'tfciini/ or jinn /'cfein J also djinn /'cfcin/ noun, pi jinn 

or jinns also djinns [count]: genie 
'jinx Afcnjks/ noun, pi jinx-es [count] informal : someone or 
something that causes bad luck ■ That guy is a jinx A also : a 
state or period of bad luck caused by a jinx ■ He felt like he’d 
finally broken the jinx. • She threatened to put a jinx on him. 
2 jinx verb jinxes; jinxed; jlnx-ing [+ obj] informal : to bring 
bad luck to (someone or something) ■ I thought they were 
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going to win but I didn’t say so because I didn’t want to jinx 
them. ■ His luck has been so bad he feels jinxed. 
jit*ter*bug /'cfeita^bAg/ noun [singular] : a very lively type of 
dance from the 1940s 

-jitterbug verb -bugs; -bugged; -bug-ging [no obj] ■ 

Couples were jitterbuging on the dance floor, 
jit-ters /'cfeita’z/ noun 

the jitters informal : a very nervous feeling ■ I always get the 
jitters before I have to give a speech. = Having to give a 
speech gives me (a bad case of) the jitters. 
jit-tery /'cfeitari/ adj [more most ~] informal : very ner¬ 
vous ■ I always get/feel jittery when I have to give a speech. ■ 
The latest economic news has made some investors jittery. 

1 jive /'cfeaiv/ noun, pi jives informal + somewhat old-fashioned 

1 [ noncount ] US a : informal language that includes many 
slang terms ■ She grew up talking street jive, b : deceptive 
or foolish talk ■ I’m tired of listening to your jive. 

2 [ noncount ] : a type of fast lively music that was especially 
popular in the early part of the 20th century ■ play some jive; 
also [count] ; a dance performed to this type of music ■ danc¬ 
ing a jive 

2 jive verb jives; jived; jiv-ing informal + somewhat old- 
fashioned 

1 US : to say foolish or deceptive things to (someone) [+ 
obj] I know he’s just jiving me. [no obj] Don’t take him 
seriously—he’s just jiving. 

2 [no obj] : to dance to or play jive music ■ Everyone was jiv¬ 
ing to the beat. 

Jnr abbr, Brit junior ■ Dave Smith Jnr 
job Afecub/ noun, pi jobs [count] 

1 : the work that a person does regularly in order to earn 
money • He took/got a job as a waiter. ■ She has a high- 
pay ing_/o£ on Wall Street. ■ She’s trying to get/land/find a job 
in New York. ■ The new factory will create thousands of jobs. 
■ They offered him the job but he turned it down. ■ a part¬ 
time/full-time job • a. job interview/offer/description ■ job- 
hunting v'oft-hunters ■ My teenage son is looking for a sum¬ 
mer job. [=a job for the summer only] ■ If the restaurant 
closes, she’ll lose her job. = If the restaurant closes, she'll be 
out of a job. [=she will no longer have a job] ■ Although he 
plays music at night, he hasn’t been able to give up his day 
job. [=the regular job that he does during the day] ■ You 
shouldn’t blame her for what happened. She was just/only 
doing her job. [=she was doing things that her job requires 
her to do] ■ We wouldn’t be having these problems if every¬ 
one had just done their job/jobs. [=if everyone had properly 
done the work they were supposed to do] 

2 : a duty, task, or function that someone or something has ■ 
It was your job to mow the lawn. = You had the job of mow¬ 
ing the lawn. ■ The blood’s job is to carry oxygen to the dif¬ 
ferent parts of the body. ■ When I asked her to clean up the 
mess, she said, “That’s not my job.” [=I’m not supposed to do 
that] ■ Construction of the bridge turned out to be a bigger 
job than they had expected. ■ a small job ■ It’s a dirty job, but 
someone has to do it. ■ The computer was processing a print 
job. [=the computer was printing a document or file] ■ The 
car needs a brake/valve job. [=the car needs to have its 
brakes/valves repaired] Odd jobs are small tasks of differ¬ 
ent kinds that are not planned and do not happen regularly. ■ 
He does odd jobs around the farm, synonyms see ’task 

3 — used to describe how well or badly something has been 
done ■ Whoever planned the party did a good/great job. 
[=that person planned the party very well] • He did a bad job 
of explaining his reasons. [=he did not explain his reasons 
well] ■ “I finished the project ahead of schedule." “Good jobl" 

The phrase a good job is used in informal British English 
to refer to something fortunate. ■ It’s a good job I had my seat 
belt on! = I had my seat belt on—and a good job, too! [=it’s 
good/lucky for me that I had my seat belt on] -$■ The phrase 
a bad job is used in informal British English to refer to some¬ 
thing that is very difficult or impossible to do. ■ I tried my 
best to persuade him, but in the end I gave it up as a bad job. 
[=1 stopped trying to do it because it could not be done] 

4 : something that requires very great effort ■ It was a real 
job to talk over all that noise. 

5 informal : a thing of some hind ■ I bought one of those lit¬ 
tle quilted jobs [=items, numbers] at the craft fair. 

6 informal : a criminal act such as robbery ■ They’ve finally 
caught the gang that pulled the bank job. [=the gang that 
robbed the bank] ■ Police suspect that the bank robbery may 
have been an inside job. [=that the bank robbery was done 


by or with the help of someone who works in the bank] 
do a job on US, informal ; to damage (something or some¬ 
one) badly ■ The collision really did a job on their car. ■ 
Moving all that furniture did a job on my back. 
do the job informal : to achieve a desired result ■ The new 
system isn’t working yet, but a few more adjustments 
ought to do the job. [=do the trick] 
fall down on the job see 'fall 

on the job 1 : while working on a job • He was injured on 
the job. ■ New employees are given on-the-job training. 2 
Brit slang : having sex ■ They were in the back room, on the 
job. 

walk off the/your job see ’walk 

- see also hatchet job, nose job, put-up job 

— job-less /'ja.blas/ adj ■ The factory closing left 5,000 peo¬ 
ple jobless. — job-less-ness noun [noncount] • Joblessness 
[= unemployment ] is on the rise. 

job action noun, pi ~ -tions [count] US : something (such 
as a strike or a slowing of work) done by workers to protest 
bad conditions, low wages, etc. ■ The union has threatened a 
job action if wages are not increased. — called also {Brit) in¬ 
dustrial action 

job lot noun, pi ~ lots [count] Brit : a collection of goods 
that are being sold as a group ■ The warehouse bought the 
pieces as a job lot. 

job Sharing noun [noncount] : a situation in which two 
people share the work, hours, and pay of one job ■ Job shar¬ 
ing is becoming more common. ■ a job-sharing arrangement 
jock /'cfea:k/ noun, pi jocks [count] 

1 chiefly US, informal + sometimes disapproving : someone 
who is very involved in sports : athlete ■ She was a jock in 
high school and led her basketball team to the state champi¬ 
onship. ■ He’s just a dumb jock. 

2 US, informal : disc jockey — see also shock jock 
1 jock-ey /'(fccr.ki/ noun, pi -eys [count] 

1 : someone who rides horses in races 

2 informal : someone who operates or works with a specified 
vehicle, device, object, or material ■ a bus jockey [=a bus 
driver] ■ computer jockeys — see also disc jockey 

2 jockey verb -eys; -eyed; -ey-ing 

1 [no obj] : to do something in an effort to get an advantage ■ 
There was a lot of political jockeying at the fund-raiser. — 
often used in the phrase jockey for position ■ Several compa¬ 
nies are jockeying for position [=are trying to get a better posi¬ 
tion or situation] in the market. 

2 [+ obj] chiefly US : to change the position of (something) by 
slow and careful movements ■ The driver carefully jockeyed 
the truck into a narrow space in the crowded parking lot. 

jock-strap Atea:k,strap/ noun, pi -straps [count] : a piece 
of underwear worn by men and boys to protect their sexual 
organs while playing sports — called also {chiefly US) athletic 
supporter 

jO-COSe /cfcou'kous/ adj [more most ~] formal + literary 
: very cheerful - his jocose demeanor 

- jo-cose-ly adv 

joc-u-lar /'cfeaikjala 1 / adj [more —; most ~] formal 

1 : liking to tell jokes ■ a jocular man who could make the 
most serious people smile 

2 : said or done as a joke ■ a jocular comment 

— joc-u-lar-i-ty Acfea’.kja'lerati/ noun [noncount] — joc-u- 
lar-ly adv 

jodh-purs Afcaidp^z/ noun [plural] : tight pants that are 
worn for horseback riding ■ a pair of jodhpurs 
joe /'cfcou/ noun, pi joes US, informal 

1 or Joe [count] : an ordinary man : GUY ■ He’s just an aver¬ 
age/ordinary Joe. 

2 [singular] : COFFEE — usually used in the phrase a cup of 
joe • She starts the day with a cup of joe. 

Joe Blow noun, pi Blows [count] US, informal : an aver¬ 
age or ordinary man — usually singular ■ His movies have no 
appeal for the average Joe Blow. • He’s just some Joe Blow 
from off the streets. — called also {Brit) Joe Bloggs 
jo-ey /’cfcowi/ noun, pi joeys [count] : a baby kangaroo 
’jog /'tfeaig/ verb jogs; jogged; jog-ging 

1 [no obj] : to run slowly especially for exercise ■ She jogs 
three miles a day. 

2 [+ obj] : to push or bump (someone or something) lightly ■ 
She jogged [=(more commonly) nudged] him with her elbow. 

3 [no obj] : to move up and down heavily with a short mo¬ 
tion ■ The bag jogged against her hip as she walked. 

jog along [phrasal verb] ; to continue in an ordinary or 
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steady way ■ Their marriage jogged along for several years 
without any major problems. 

jog someone’s memory : to cause or help someone to re¬ 
member something ■ Maybe this photograph will jog your 
memory. 

— jogging noun [noncount] • Her hobbies include gardening 
and jogging. • She goes jogging every day. ■ a jogging suit 
[=a set of clothes people wear when they jog] 

2 jog noun, pi jogs [count] 

1 : a slow run done for exercise ■ Some people depend on a 
moming^og to give them energy. ■ We’re going to go for a jog 
around the park. 

2 : a light shake or push ■ She gave him a jog with her elbow. 
jog*ger /'c^aiga*/ noun, pi -gers [count] : someone who runs 

for exercise : someone who jogs ■ joggers out for their morn¬ 
ing exercise 

john /'cfea:n/ noun, pi johns [count] chiefly US, informal 

1 : a toilet or bathroom ■ Excuse me, I have to go to the john. 

2 : a man who pays money to a prostitute for sex 
John Bull Afeain'bul/ noun, old-fashioned 

1 [noncount] : the people or country of England 

2 [singular] : a typical Englishman 

John Doe / l cfea:n , dou/ noun, pi ~ Does [count] US, law — 
used as a name for a man whose true name is not known or 
is being kept secret; compare jane doe 
John Han*COCk / l cfea:n , h*n,ka:k/ noun, pi ~ -cocks 
[count] US : a person’s signature ■ He put his John Hancock 
on the contract. [=he signed the contract] 
john*ny /'cfeaini/ noun, pi johrvnles [count] US : a loose 
piece of clothing that is open at the back and that is worn by 
someone (such as a hospital patient) who is being examined, 
treated, etc., by a doctor 

John-ny—come—late*ly /'cfeainiJcAin'leitli/ noun, pi 
-lies [count] informal : a person who has recently joined a 
group, started a new activity, etc. : newcomer ■ When it 
comes to investing, she’s no Johnny-come-lately. 
joie de vi*vre /,3wa:d3'vi:vra/ noun [noncount] formal : a 
feeling of happiness or excitement about life • She is admired 
for her energy and joie de vivre. Joie de vivre is a French 
phrase that means literally “joy of living.” 
join /'cfeoin/ verb joins; joined; join-ing 

1 a [+ obj] : to put or bring (two or more things) together ■ 
She joined [= fastened] the blocks of wood (together) with 
glue. : to connect (two or more things) ■ The islands are 
joined by a bridge, b : to come together with (something) 
[+ obj] where the river joins the sea [=where the river flows 
into the sea] ■ The roads/rivers join [-meet] each other near 
here, [no obj] the place where two roads/rivers join (togeth¬ 
er) ■ Atoms join (together) to make molecules. — often + up 
• The two paths eventually join up (with each other). 

2 a [+ obj] : to go somewhere in order to be with (a person or 
group) ■ He insisted that I join them for lunch. ■ We’re going 
out for lunch. Would you like to join us? ■ May I join you? ■ 
The magician asked for a volunteer from the audience to 
join him on stage, b : to do something with (a person or 
group) [+ obj] Everyone here joins me in congratulating you 
on a job well done! [no obj] All of us join (together) in con¬ 
gratulating you on a job well done! ■ Several companies have 
joined (together) to support this policy. ■ The singer started 
alone but soon the whole audience joined in. C : to become 
involved in or part of (something, such as an activity) [+ obj] 
I joined the line and waited patiently to buy a ticket. ■ Hun¬ 
dreds of people have joined the effort to save the building 
from demolition. ■ He agreed to join the debate, [no obj] — 
+ in ■ Hundreds of people have joined in the effort to save the 
building. ■ She joined in the conversation/fun. 

3 : to become a member of (a group or organization) [+ obj] 
She joined the band/club. ■ Join the Navy and see the world! 
[no obj] The Navy offers great career opportunities, so join 
[-enlist] today! — often + up • More than 100 people have 
joined up. 

if you can't beat them, join them see 1 beat 
join battle formal : to begin fighting : to engage in battle • 
troops joining battle against a hated enemy 
join forces see ‘force 

join hands : to hold the hand of another person ■ The priest 
asked us all to join hands and bow our heads in prayer. — 
often used figuratively ■ We can accomplish great things if 
we all join hands and work together. 
join (someone) in marriage/matrimony formal : to many 
(someone) ■ a young couple joined in marriage 
join the club see ‘club 


join the crowd see 2 crowd 

join up [phrasal verb] : to meet each other at a particular 
place ■ We’re planning to join up (with each other) and 
have a few drinks after the game. 
join*er /'^omff/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 US : a person who joins many organizations ■ He’s not a 
joiner. He prefers to do things by himself. 

2 chiefly Brit : a person whose job is to build things (such as 
door or window frames) by joining pieces of wood 

join*ery /'cfcomari/ noun [noncount] : the work done by a 
joiner (sense 2) 

1 joint /'cfeomt/ noun, pi joints 

1 [count] a : a point where two bones meet in the body ■ the 
elbow/knee/shoulder joint • She’s been having pain in her 
muscles and joints, b : a place where two things or parts are 
joined • seal the joints of the pipes 

2 [count] informal a : a particular place ■ People were run¬ 
ning all over the joint, [^everywhere] b : a cheap bar or club 
■ I can’t believe we came to a (cheap) joint like this, c : an 
informal restaurant ■ a hamburger/pizza joint 

3 [count] informal : a marijuana cigarette ■ smoking a joint 

4 the joint US slang : prison ■ five years in the joint 

5 [count] chiefly Brit : a large piece of meat for roasting • a 
joint of beef 

out of joint A of a bone : not in the correct position : out of 
its socket • His shoulder kept slipping out of joint. 2 infor¬ 
mal : not in agreement or order ■ My schedule has gotten a 
little out of joint [=disorganized] in the past few weeks. 3 
informal If you have your nose out of joint, you are an¬ 
gry or annoyed. • We had to wait a while, but that wasn’t 
any reason for him to get his nose out of joint, 
stink up the joint US, informal : to perform or play very 
badly ■ This year the team is really stinking up the joint. 
2 joint adj, always used before a noun 

'1 : combining the work of two or more people or groups of 
people ■ It took a joint [=united] effort to get the job done. ■ a 
joint session of (both houses of) Congress 

2 : done by or involving two or more people ■ a joint venture 
•joint research ■ filing a joint tax return ■ They had a joint ac¬ 
count at the bank. ■ divorced parents who have joint custody 
of their child ■ (Brit) They came in joint third. [=they both 
finished in third place] 

3 : doing something together • joint owners 

— joint-ly adv ■ a study conducted jointly by scientists in two 
countries • jointly owned property 
Joint Chiefs of Staff noun [plural] : a group made up of 
the leaders of the U.S. Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marines 
that advises the President on important military decisions 
joint*ed /'cfeointad/ adj : having joints that allow parts to 
move ■ a doll with jointed arms and legs — see also double- 
jointed 

joist Afcoist/ noun, pi joists [count] : a strong, heavy board 
that supports a floor or ceiling 
1 joke /'(feouk/ noun, pi jokes [count] 

1 a : something said or done to cause laughter ■ She meant it 
as a joke, but many people took her seriously. ■ Is this your 
idea of a joke ? [=do you think that what you are saying/do¬ 
ing is funny?] ■ They played a harmless joke on him. ■ They 
are always making jokes about his car. ■ He thought he could 
embarrass us, but now the joke is on him. [=he is the one 
who looks foolish] ■ He just can’t take a joke. [=he does not 
like it when other people make jokes about himl b : a brief 
story with a surprising and funny ending ■ I heard a funny 
joke yesterday. ■ the punch line of a joke • She’s always crack- 
ing/telling>oto. ■ I didn’t get/understand the joke. • an inside 
joke [=a joke that is understood only by people with special 
knowledge about something] — see also in-joke, practi¬ 
cal joke 

2 disapproving : someone or something that is not worth tak¬ 
ing seriously ■ That exam was a joke. • Their product became 
a joke in the industry. ■ He’s in danger of becoming a nation¬ 
al joke. • It’s no joke to be lost in the woods. = Being lost in 
the woods is no joke. [=being lost in the woods is a serious sit¬ 
uation] 

2 ioke verb jokes; joked; jok*ing : to say things that are 
meant to cause laughter : to make jokes about someone or 
something [no obj] My friends would joke about the uni¬ 
form I had to wear at work. ■ She joked about the possibility 
of losing her job. • I thought he was joking when he said he 
might quit, but it turned out that he really meant it. ■ Don’t 
take it seriously: I was only joking. • She spent a few minutes 
joking with reporters after giving her speech. • “The report is 
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to be done by tomorrow." “ You’re joking." - " You must be 
joking." [=you must be kidding; what you say is very surpris¬ 
ing or hard to believe] ■ It’s no joking matter. [=it is no joke; it 
is a serious matter] [+ obj] She joked that she could always 
get work as a truck driver if she lost her job. 
joking aside or Brit joking apart — used to introduce a se¬ 
rious statement that follows a humorous statement ■ It 
looks like this is a job for Superman! But joking aside, this 
is a serious problem and we’re going to need help. 

— jok-ing-ly Afcoukigli/ adv [more most —] ■ She spoke 
jokingly about the possibility of losing her job. 

jok-er /'cfeouka 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who tells or makes many jokes ■ a constant joker 

2 : an extra card used in some card games usually as a wild 
card ■ Jokers are wild in this game. 

3 informal : an annoying, stupid, or offensive person ■ I can’t 
believe I let that joker beat me. ■ Some joker hit our car. 

joke-ster /'cfeouksta 1 / noun, pi -sters [count] : a person who 
tells or makes many jokes : joker • the iarnWy jokester 
jok«ey /'cfeouki/ adj, infortnal : tending or intended to make 
people laugh ■ a. jokey movie ■ the jokey tone of his stories 

— jok-i-ness /'cfeoukinas/ noun [noncount] 
joMieS /'cfeailiz/ noun 

get your jollies US, informal + disapproving : to get a feeling 
of enjoyment or excitement * She doesn’t think much of 
people who get their jollies from watching violent movies. 
[=people who enjoy watching violent movies] 
jol-li-ty /'cfearlati/ noun [noncount] formal : a happy and 
cheerful quality or state : the quality or state of being jolly ■ 
His jollity is infectious. ■ a scene of jollity 
1 joMy Afea:li/a*# jol-li-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : full of happiness and joy : happy and cheerful ■ Our boss 
was a very jolly man, always laughing. • jolly laughter/singing 

2 old-fashioned : very pleasant or enjoyable ■ She had a jolly 
time at the party. 

2 jolly adv, Brit, informal + old-fashioned : very or extremely ■ a 
jolly good time/fellow/book ■ "I’ve finished my assignment." 
"Jolly good!" ■ She learned to be jolly careful in his presence. 
jolly well Brit, informal + old-fashioned — used to emphasize 
anger, annoyance, or disapproval ■ I'm your father and 
you'll jolly well do as you're told! 

1 jolt /'cfeoult/ verb jolts; jolt-ed; jolt-ing 

1 a [+ obj] : to cause (something or someone) to move in a 
quick and sudden way ■ The explosion jolted the ship. ■ He 
was jolted forward when the bus stopped suddenly. ■ The 
loud bang jolted me awake. ■ The attack jolted the country 
into action, b [no obj ] : to move with a quick and sudden 
motion ■ The ear jolted [= jerked] forward when he let the 
clutch out too quickly. 

2 [+ obj] : to surprise or shock (someone) ■ She jolted the 
medical world with her announcement. 

— jolting adj [more most ■ a jolting ride ■ a jolting expe¬ 

rience 

2 jolt noun.pl jolts [count] 

1 : a sudden, rough movement ■ the initial jolt [=shock] of the 
earthquake ■ I sprang out of bed with a jolt. ■ The car stopped 
with a jolt. 

2 : a sudden shock or surprise ■ I got/had quite a jolt when I 
heard the door slam. ■ The defeat was quite a jolt to the team. 
■ a severe financial jolt ■ The stock market suffered a major 
jolt yesterday. 

3 : a small but powerful amount of something • She needed a 
jolt of caffeine to start her day. ■ a jolt of electricity ■ The un¬ 
expected praise he received gave him a jolt of confidence. 

1 jones /'cfeounz/ noun [singular] US slang : a very strong de¬ 
sire for something or to do something ■ She has a crazy jones 
[=craving] for fried chicken. ■ a basketball/writingyones 
2 jones verb jones-es; jonesed; jones-ing [no obj] US 
slang : to have a very strong desire for something or to do 
something — usually used as (be) jonesing ■ He was jonesing 
for a cigarette. 

Jones-es /‘cfeounzaz/ noun 

keep up with the Joneses informal + often disapproving 
: to show that you are as good as other people by getting 
what they have and doing what they do ■ people trying to 
keep up with the Joneses by buying expensive cars and 
clothes that they can't afford 

josh /'cfea:// verb josh-es; joshed; josh-ing informal : to 
talk to someone in a friendly and joking way [no obj] Don’t 
take him seriously. He's just joshing. [+ obj] He’s just joshing 
[= kidding ] you. 

jos-tle Afeaisal/ verb jos-tles; jos-tled; jos-tling : to push 


against (someone) while moving forward in a crowd of peo¬ 
ple [+ obj] Everyone in the crowd was jostling each other 
trying to get a better view, [no obj] — often +for • Everyone 
in the crowd was jostling for room/space. — sometimes used 
figuratively ■ political candidates jostling for position as the 
election nears 

'jot /'cfca:t/ verb jots; jot-ted; jot-ting [+ obj] : to write down 
(something) quickly ■ He paused to jot a few notes on a slip 
of paper. — usually + down ■ He jotted down her name and 
phone number. 

2 jot noun [singular] informal + somewhat old-fashioned the 
smallest amount — usually used in negative statements ■ She 
has not changed a/one jot [=has not changed at all] since we 
last saw her. ■ It doesn’t make a jot of difference, 
jot-tings /'cfeartiijz/ noun [plural ] : notes that are written 
down quickly ■ a story based on the jottings in his notebooks 
joule /'cfeuil/ noun, pi joules [count]physics : a unit of work 
or energy 

lour-nal /'cfoa^l/ noun, pi -nals [count] 

11 aljook in which you write down your personal experi¬ 
ences and thoughts : DIARY ■ I’ve been keeping a journal for 
several years. ■ She records her dreams in a journal. 

2 a : a newspaper — usually used in titles ■ the Wall Street 
Journal b : a magazine that reports on things of special in¬ 
terest to a particular group of people • an academic/scholar- 
ly journal ■ a medical journal — often used in titles ■ the Jour¬ 
nal of the American Medical Association 
jour-nal-ism Afeanajizam/ noun [noncount] : the activity 
or job of collecting, writing, and editing news stories for 
newspapers, magazines, television, or radio ■ investigative/ 
broadcast journalism • She plans to major in journalism 
when she goes to college. ■ bad/good/responsible journalism 

— jour-nal-ist /'cfoanalist/ noun, pi -ists [count] ■ She is an 
investigative journalist. — jour-nal-is-tlc /^^na'listik/ 
adj [more —; most ~] • hex journalistic career/experience ■ 
journalistic styles/standards/techniques — jour-nal-is-ti- 
cal-ly /.cfe^na'listikli/ adv 

1 lour-nev Afofrni/ noun, pi -neys [count] : an act of traveling 
from one place to another ; trip ■ a long journey across the 
country ■ a journey by train/bus ■ She’s on the last leg of a 
six-month journey through Europe. ■ We wished her a safe 
and pleasant journey. — often used figuratively ■ the journey 
from innocence to experience ■ a journey through time ■ a 
spiritual journey 

2 jOUrney verb -neys; -neyed; -ney-ing [no obj] : to go on a 

journey : travel ■ They journeyed across Europe. ■ She was 
the first woman to journey into space, 
jour-ney-man Afeammsn/ noun,pi -men [count] 

1 : a worker who learns a skill and then works for another 
person — often used before another noun ■ a journeyman 
carpenter 

2 : a worker, performer, or athlete who is experienced and 
good but not excellent — often used before another noun ■ a 
journeyman musician ■ a journeyman baseball player 

joust /'cfeaust/ verb jousts; joust-ed; joust-ing [no obj] of 
knights in the Middle Ages : to fight on horseback with lances 
■ The knights jousted against each other. — often used figu¬ 
ratively ■ The two teams jousted [=competed] for first place. ■ 
There was a lot of verbal jousting between the lawyers. 

— joust noun, pi jousts [count] • a joust between two 
knights — joust-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ an armored 
jouster • a skilled verbal jouster 

Jove /'cfeouv/ noun 

by Jove chiefly Brit, old-fashioned + sometimes humorous — 
used to express surprise or agreement ■ By Jove, she’s really 
done it! ■ By Jove, you’re right! 

jo-vi-al /'cfcouvijal/ adj [more most ~] : full of happiness 
and joy : cheerful ■ The audience was in a jovial mood. ■ 
He's a very jovial man. 

— jo-vi-al-i-ty /icfeouvi'eetati/ noun [ noncount ] — jo-vi-al-ly 
adv 

jowl Afeawal/ noun, pi jowls [count] : loose flesh on the 
cheeks, lower jaw, or throat — usually plural ■ a man with 
heavy jowls ■ a dog with big, floppy jowls 
cheek by jowl see cheek 

— jowly /'cfeauli/ adj • a jowly face/man 
joy /'cfeoi/ noun, pi joys 

1 [noncount] : a feeling of great happiness ■ Their sorrow 
turned to joy. ■ I can hardly express the joy I felt at seeing her 
again. ■ Seeing her again brought tears of joy to my eyes. ■ He 
found great joy in (doing) his work. ■ She answered the 
phone and, to her great joy, heard her son’s voice on the line. 
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[=she felt very happy when she heard her son’s voice] ■ They 
were shouting/jumping for joy. [=they shouted/jumped be¬ 
cause they were very happy] — see also (little) bundle of joy 
at 1 BUNDLE 

2 [count] : a source or cause of great happiness : something 
or someone that gives joy to someone ■ The flowers are a joy 
to behold! ■ What a joy it was to see her again. ■ the joy of sail¬ 
ing ■ the joys of parenthood ■ Her son is her pride and joy. 
[=her son makes her very proud and happy] 

3 [ noncount ] Brit, informal : success in doing, finding, or get¬ 
ting something ■ “You’ve spent hours looking for it. Any joy? 
[= luck ]” “No joy whatsoever, I’m afraid. I can’t find it.” 

joy-ful /'cfeoifal/ adj [more most ~] : feeling, causing, or 
showing great happiness : full of joy ■ a joyful family reunion 
■ the children’s joyful faces ■ joyful news ■ We were joyful at 
the news, 

— joy-ful-ly adv ■ They greeted each other joyfully. - joy- 
ful-ness noun [noncount] 

joy*less /'cfeoilas/ adj [more most ~] : not feeling, caus¬ 
ing, or showing happiness : sad or unhappy ■ a joyless occa¬ 
sion/person/look 

— joy-less.ly adv ■ He smiled joylessly. - joy-less-ness 

noun [noncount] 

joy*OUS /'cfeojas/ adj [more most ~] : feeling, causing, or 
showing great happiness : joyful ■ a joyous celebration ■ a 
joyous day ■ a mood of joyous anticipation 

— joy*ous*ly adv — joy-ous-ness noun [noncount] 
joy-ride /*cfeoi,raid/ noun, pi -rides [count] : a fast car ride 

taken for pleasure; especially : a ride in a stolen car ■ Some 
teenager stole my car and took it for a joyride. — sometimes 
used figuratively ■ This movie is a wonderful joyride. [=is 
very exciting and enjoyable] 

— joy*rid*er /'cfco^raida-/ noun, pi -ers [count] — joy-rid¬ 
ing /'cfeo^raidig/ noun [noncount] ■ Some teenager went 
joyriding in my car. 

joy*Stick /'cfeoi,stik/ noun, pi -sticks [count] 

1 : an upright lever used to control an airplane — called also 
stick 

2 : a lever used to control the movement of images on the 
screen in a computer or video game ■ This game works with 
either a mouse or joystick. 

J.P. abbr justice of the peace 

JPEG /'cfee^peg/ noun, pi JPEGs also JPEG’s [noncount] 
: a type of computer file used for storing images; also [count] 
: an image that is stored as this type of file ■ Most of the pic¬ 
tures axe JPEGs. — often used before another noun ■ a JPEG 
file/image JPEG is an abbreviation of “Joint Photographic 
Experts Group.” 

Jr. abbr junior ■ John Smith, Jr. 

ju*bi*lant /'cfeuibalant/ adj [more most ~] : feeling or ex¬ 
pressing great joy : very happy ■ the jubilant winners • a jubi¬ 
lant celebration 

— ju-bi-lant-ly adv ■ The fans celebrated jubilantly. 
ju*bi*la*tion ^cfeuiba'leijan/ noun [noncount] : great happi¬ 
ness or joy ■ The team’s victory was the cause of great jubila¬ 
tion. [=rejoicing] ■ the jubilation of the crowd 

ju*bi*lee /'cfeuibsdi:, ,cfeu:b3 , li:/ noun, pi -lees [count] : a 
special anniversary; also : a celebration at the time of such 
an anniversary ■ a silver/golden/diamond jubilee 
Ju*da*ism /'cfemdi^zam /noun [noncount] : the religion de¬ 
veloped among the ancient Hebrews that stresses belief in 
God and faithfulness to the laws of the Torah : the religion 
of the Jewish people 

— Ju-da-ic /cfeu'dejik/ adj ■ Judaic law/heritage/tradition 
Ju-das /'cfeuidas/ noun, pi Ju-das-es [count] : someone 

who betrays someone else : traitor ■ He was called a Judas 
by the press. 

jud-der /'cfeAd^/ verb -ders; -dered; -der-ing [no obj] Brit 
: to shake in a forceful way ■ The car juddered (and came) to 
a halt. 

— judder noun, pi -ders [count] ■ The car gave a judder and 
came to a halt. 

Jll*deo—ChriS*tian /cbUidejoo'knstfan/ adj • relating to 
both Judaism and Christianity ■ Judeo-Christian values/tradi¬ 
tion 

1 judge AfeAcfo/ verb judg-es; judged; judg-ing 

1 :to form an opinion about (something or someone) after 
careful thought [+ obj] You should not judge people by their 
appearance. ■ They judged her pie (as) the best. = They 
judged her pie to be the best. = They judged that her pie was 
the best. = Her pie was judged (to be) the best. ■ He was try¬ 
ing to judge the strength of his opponent. ■ It can be difficult 


to judge [-estimate] distances/sizes accurately. ■ We should 
do whatever we judge to be the right thing, [no obj] Judging 
from this schedule, we have a busy week ahead. [=this sched¬ 
ule indicates that we have a busy week ahead] • Judging by its 
smell. I’d say the milk is spoiled. = To judge from its smell, I'd 
say the milk is spoiled. 

2 [+ obj] : to regard (someone) as either good or bad ■ Who 
are you to judge me? ■ He feels that they ha judged him un¬ 
fairly. ■ Don’t judge her too severely/harshly. 

3 [+ obj] law a : to make an official decision about (a legal 
case) ■ judge [=try] a case b : to decide about the guilt or in¬ 
nocence of someone ■ The jury will be asked to judge the de¬ 
fendant’s guilt. ■ If you are accused of a crime you have the 
right to be judged by a jury of your peers. 

4 [+ obj] : to decide the winner of (a competition) ■ judge a 
contest 

2 iudge noun, pi judges [count] 

1 a law : a person who has the power to make decisions on 
cases brought before a court of law ■ a federal judge ■ She's 
one of the strictest judges in the state. — often used as a title 
■ The case is being heard by Judge Smith, b : a person who 
decides the winner in a contest or competition ■ He served as 
a judge at the baking contest. ■ a panel of judges 

2 a : a person who makes a decision or judgment ■ “These 
problems don’t concern you.” “I’ll be the judge of that!” [=I’ll 
decide if they concern me; I am not interested in your opin¬ 
ion] ■ “I don’t think we should trust her.” “Let me be the 
judge of that.” b : a person who is good, bad, etc., at mak¬ 
ing judgments ■ She is a good judge of character. 

judge-ship /'cfeActeJip/ noun, pi -ships [count] chiefly US, 
law : the position of being a judge ■ She was appointed to a 
federal judgeship. 

judg-ment or chiefly Brit judge-ment /'cfeAcfcmant/ noun, 

pi -merits 

1 a [count] : an opinion or decision that is based on careful 
thought ■ We have to make a judgment about the value of 
their services. ■ In my judgment [= opinion ], the stock has per¬ 
formed badly. = It is my judgment that the stock has per¬ 
formed badly. ■ The judgment of the editors is final. ■ I agreed 
to let him join us, even though it was against my better judg¬ 
ment. [=even though I did not think it was the best thing to 
do] ■ a snap judgment [=a hasty decision or opinion] ■ value 
judgments [=opinions about the worth or value of some¬ 
thing] b [noncount] : the act or process of forming an opin¬ 
ion or making a decision after careful thought : the act of 
judging something or someone ■ Don’t rush to judgment 
without examining the evidence. ■ It would be premature to 
pass judgment on [=to state an opinion on] his place in histo¬ 
ry. ■ Don’t pass judgment on me [=don't criticize me] until 
you know all the facts. ■ “Were his policies good or bad?" 
“I’ll have to reserve/suspend judgment on that. It’s too soon 
to know.” — see also last judgment, value judgment 

2 [noncount] : the ability to make good decisions about what 
should be done ■ Use your own best judgment. ■ He showed 
bad judgment. = He showed a lack of judgment. 

3 [count] law : a decision made by a court ■ The court grant¬ 
ed/pronounced a judgment in favor of the plaintiffs. ■ the 
judgment of the court ■ I won a judgment against the bank. 

4 [count] formal : something bad or unpleasant that is 
thought to be a punishment from God — usually singular ■ a 
divine judgment against sinners 

sit in judgment: to say whether or not someone or some¬ 
thing is morally good, proper, etc. • He has no right to sit in 
judgment on/of/over me. [=he has no right to judge me] 

judg-ment-al or chiefly Brit judge-ment-al /gcfeAtfc'mentl/ 

adj 

1 [more most ~] disapproving : tending to judge people 
too quickly and critically ■ He’s judgmental about everyone 
except himself. ■ You should try to avoid being so judgmen¬ 
tal. ■ a very judgmental person 

2 : of, relating to, or involving judgment ■ a judgmental error 
judgment call or chiefly Brit judgement call noun, pi ~ 

calls [count] : a decision that is based on your opinion ■ The 
rules aren’t clear in this case, so officials are required to 
make a judgment call. 

Judgment Day or chiefly Brit Judgement Day noun 
[noncount] : the day at the end of the world when according 
to some religions all people will be judged by God 
ju-di-cial /cfeu'dijal/ adj, always used before a noun 
1 a : of or relating to courts of law or judges ■ judicial power 
• the judicial system b : ordered or done by a court ■ a judi¬ 
cial decision/action 
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2 : responsible for dealing with all legal cases involving the 
government ■ the judicial branch of government — compare 
EXECUTIVE, LEGISLATIVE 

— ju-di-cial-ly adv 

jll*di*cia*ry /cfeu'dij^eri, cfeu'dijari/ noun [noncount] : the 
courts of law and judges in a country: the branch of govern¬ 
ment that includes courts of law and judges ■ the federal ju¬ 
diciary 

ju*di*cioUS /cfcu'dijas/ adj [more most ~] formal : hav¬ 
ing or showing good judgment : wise •judicious use of our 
resources ■ Judicious planning now can prevent problems 
later. ■ & judicious decision 

— ju-di-ciouS‘ly adv •judiciously chosen examples — ju«di- 
cious-ness noun [noncount] 

j(J*dO /'cfeu:,doo/ noun [noncount] : a sport developed in Ja¬ 
pan in which opponents attempt to throw or wrestle each 
other to the ground 
jug /’cfeAg/ noun, pi jugs [count] 

1 a chiefly US : a large, deep container with a narrow open¬ 
ing and a handle ■ a jug of cider b chiefly Brit : 2 pitcher 

2 : the amount held by a jug ■ a jug of milk/wine 
jug-gennaut AfeAga^nad/ noun, pi -nauts [count] 

1 : something (such as a force, campaign, or movement) that 
is extremely large and powerful and cannot be stopped ■ an 
advertising/political juggernaut 

2 Brit : a very large, heavy truck — called also juggernaut 
lorry 

jug-gle /'cfcAgal/ verb jug*gles; jug-gled; jug-gling 

1 : to keep several objects in motion in the air at the same 
time by repeatedly throwing and catching them [no obj ] He 
is learning to juggle. [+ obj ] Hejusded four balls at once. 

2 [+ obj]: to do (several things) at the same time ■ She some¬ 
how manages to juggle a dozen tasks at once. ■ It can be hard 
to juggle family responsibilities and/with the demands of a 
full-time job. — see also juggling act at ‘act 

3 [+ obj] : to make changes to (something) in order to 
achieve a desired result ■ I’ll have to juggle my schedule a bit 
to get this all to work out. 

— jug-gler /'cfeAgla*/ noun, pi -glers [count] • a. juggler at the 
circus 

jug-u-lar /'cfeAgjala/ noun , pi -lars [count] : jugular vein 
go for the jugular informal : to attack or criticize an oppo¬ 
nent in a very aggressive way ■ He will very quickly go for 
the jugular in the debate. 

jugular vein noun, pi ~~ veins [count] : a large vein in the 
neck that takes blood from the head to the heart 
1 juice Afeu:s/no»n. pi juic-es 

la: the liquid part that can be squeezed out of vegetables 
and fruits [noncount] a glass of apple/orange/carrot juice 
[count] a variety of fruit juices b : the liquid part of meat 
[noncount] the juice of a steak [plural] gravy made with real 
beef juices 

2 [noncount] informal : something (such as electricity) that 
provides power ■ Turn on the juice. • His camera ran out of 
juice because he forgot to replace the battery. 

3 [count]: the natural fluids in your stomach — usually plu¬ 
ral ■ digestive/gastric/stomach juices 

4 [ plural] informal : energy that gives you the ability to do 
something in a very effective way — used with flow • He can 
be very tough to beat when he gets his competitive juices 
flowing. • She came up with some great ideas when her cre¬ 
ative juices started flowing. 

stew in your own juice/juices see 2 stew 
2 juice verb juices; juiced; juic«ing [+ obj] : to remove juice 
from (a fruit or vegetable) • juice a lemon/orange 
juiced /'d 5 u:st /adj [more most ] US, informal : very ex¬ 

cited : full of energy ■ The band’s fans were juiced about the 
upcoming concert. — often + up % He didn’t realize just how 
juiced up his opponent would be. 
juic-er Afeu:sa/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a tool or machine for 
removing juice from fruit or vegetables ■ a fruit/lemon juicer 
juicy Afeu:si/ adj juic-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : containing a lot of juice ■ The meat is tender and juicy. • 
fresh, juicy oranges 

2 informal : very interesting and exciting especially because 
of shocking or sexual elements ■ a juicy scandal ■ a juicy bit 
of news/gossip ■ I want to know all the juicy details. 

3 informal : involving or providing a large amount of money 
■ a juicy [-fat] contract ■ She sued her former boss and won a 
juicy settlement in court. 

— juic*i*ness Afeuisinas/ noun [noncount] 

JU«jit*SU /cfeu'cfeit,su:/ noun [noncount] : a form of fighting 


without weapons that was developed in Japan : a Japanese 
martial art 

juke /'cfeu:k/ verb jukes; juked; juk*ing US, sports, infor¬ 
mal : to make a false movement in order to deceive (an op¬ 
ponent) [+ obj] He juked a couple of defenders and scored. 
[no obj] She juked and weaved around the defense. ■ He juked 
[=faked] left and went right. 

juke*bOX /'(feuikjbarks/ noun, pi 
-box*es [count] : a machine that 
plays music when money is put into 
it 

juke joint noun, pi ^ joints [count] 

US, informal : a cheap bar or club 
that has a jukebox 

Jul. abbr July 

ju*lep Afeu.lap/ noun, pi -leps 
[count] : a drink of bourbon, sugar, 
and mint served with crushed ice ■ a 
mint julep 

ju*li*enne /(Cfeudi'cn/ or ju«li- 
enned /^urli'end/ adj ' cut into 
long, thin strips ■ julienne carrots 

— julienne noun, pi -ennes [count] • a julienne of carrots 

Ju*ly /cfeu'lai/ noun, pi -lys : the seventh month of the year 

[noncount] in (early/middle/mid-/late) July • early/late in July 
• They arrived on July the first. = (US) They arrived on July 
first. = They arrived on the first of July, [count] Sales are up 
(for) this July in comparison with the previous two Julys. ■ It 
happens every July. — abbr. Jul.; see also FOURTH OF JULY 
1 jum*ble AfeAmbal/ verb jum.bles; jum-bled; jum-bling 
[+ obj] : to cause (things) to be mixed together in a way that 
is not neat or orderly — often + together • Earrings, brace¬ 
lets, and necklaces were ah jumbled together in the box. — 
often + up • He jumbled the wires up when he moved the TV. 

— jumbled adj • jumbled thoughts 
2 jumble noun, pi jumbles 

1 [count] : a group of things that are not arranged in a neat 
or orderly way ■ The letters formed a meaningless jumble. • a 
jumble of wires ■ a jumble of hats and coats 

2 [noncount] Brit : unwanted things (such as old clothes) that 
are being sold in an informal sale ■ a bag/box of jumble 

jumble sale noun, pi ~~ sales [count] Brit : rummage 
sale 



jum*bO /'cfeAmboo/ adj, always used before a noun : very 
large ■ The stadium has a jumbo TV screen. • jumbo shrimp ■ 
The soda is sold in small, medium, large, and jumbo sizes, 
jumbo jet noun, pi ~~ jets [count]: a very large airplane that 
can carry many passengers 
1 jump/'cfeAmp/ verb jumps; jumped; jump-ing 

1 a [no obj] ; to move your body upward from the ground 
and often forward, backward, or sideways through the air by 
pushing with your legs ■ The cat jumped [=leaped] (up) onto 
the table. ■ Grasshoppers were jumping [=hopping] around in 
the field. ■ The circus lion jumped through the hoop. ■ The 
fans were jumping up and down with excitement. ■ Everyone 
was jumping for joy when we found out that we had won an 
award, b [no obj] : to cause your body to drop or fall down 
from something by pushing with your legs ■ The cat jumped 
down off/from the table. ■ jump off a bridge C : to move 
forward through the air and over (something) [+ obj] The 
runner jumped a hurdle. ■ The car jumped the curb, [no obj] 
— + over • The runner jumped over a hurdle. ■ The car 
jumped over the curb. 

2 [no obj] a : to move quickly ■ Everyone jumped into/in 
the pool. ■ He jumped into/in his truck and drove away. ■ She 
jumped up on [=quickly got up on] a chair and began to sing 
the national anthem. ■ She jumped up [=she stood up quick¬ 
ly] and ran out the door. — often used figuratively ■ The 
team jumped from last place to first place. ■ If anyone criti¬ 
cizes her husband, she always jumps to his defense. [=she al¬ 
ways quickly defends him] ■ They jumped into action. [=act- 
ed immediately] b : to make a sudden movement because 
of surprise or shock ■ She jumped when she heard a loud 
knock late at night. ■ I almost jumped out of my skin when I 
heard her say my name. [=1 was very surprised when I heard 
her say my name] 

3 [no obj] : to start or go forward quickly ■ She jumped to an 
early lead in the race. — sometimes + off• She jumped off to 
a big lead. 

4 [no obj] : to suddenly increase in value or amount ■ The 
price of gasolin e jumped (by) 10 percent in the spring. = Gas¬ 
oline jumped in price by 10 percent in the spring. 
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5 [no obj ] a : to go in a sudden and unexpected way ■ She 
was always jumping from job to job. b : to suddenly go for¬ 
ward to a later point ■ We jumped to the end of the chapter to 
find the answers. ■ The movie.jumps ahead/forward to when 
she was in college. 

6 [no obj ] : to be lively with activity ■ The city really jumps 
on New Year’s Eve. ■ The bar/joint/place was jumping. 

7 [+ obj] : to physically attack (a person) especially in a rob¬ 
bery ■ He was jumped by a mugger while he was walking 
home from the store. 

8 [no obj ]: to move or behave in an energetic way especially 
to please another person ■ When the boss walks in, every¬ 
body is supposed to jump. 

9 [+ obj] chiefly US : to get onto (a moving train) ■ jump a 
train 

10 [+ obj] : to begin moving before (a signal to begin) ■ The 
car ahead of me jumped the light. [=started moving before 
the traffic light turned green] 

11 : to move a piece in a board game so that it moves over 
another piece and lands on the next space [+ obj] She 
jumped three of my checkers in one move, [no obj] In this 
version of the game, jumping is not permitted. — sometimes 
+ over • She jumped over three of my checkers. 

(go) jump in a/the lake see lake 

jump all over informal : to become very angry at (someone) 

: to angrily criticize or shout at (someone) ■ His mother 
jumped all over [= jumped on] him for wrecking the car. 
jump at [phrasal verb] jump at (something) : to eagerly take 
(a chance, offer, etc.) ■ She jumped at the chance/opportu¬ 
nity to show her boss what she could do. ■ He jumped at 
the offer of a better job. 
jump bail see 'bail 

jump down someone’s throat see throat 
jump in [phrasal verb] informal : to say something about a 
subject that another person is already talking about : to 
join a conversation ■ Jump in if you have any questions. 
jump off the page see ‘page 

jump on [phrasal verb] informal 1 jump on (someone) : to 
become very angry at (someone) : to angrily criticize or 
shout at (someone) • The teacher jumped on [=jumped all 
over] us for being late. ■ The coach jumped on him for not 
playing hard enough. 2 jump on (something) a : to 
strongly attack or criticize (something) ■ She was quick to 
jump on her rival’s poor record as governor, b : to get on 
(a train, bus, etc.) ■ She jumped on [chopped] a bus to Den¬ 
ver. ■ We jumped on a plane and headed home. 
jump out at [phrasal verb] jump out at (someone) 1 : to 
suddenly come at (someone) from a hiding place ■ The hid¬ 
den assailant jumped out at them. 2 : to immediately get 
the attention of (someone) • The sculpture jumps out at 
you when you enter the house. ■ I checked for errors, but 
nothing jumped out at me. [=1 did not notice any errors] 
jump rope see 1 rope 
jump ship see 'ship 
jump the gun see 'gun 
jump the queue see 'queue 

jump the track(s) (US) or chiefly Brit jump the rails of a 
train : to come off the track ■ Dozens of people were in¬ 
jured when the train jumped the track, 
jump through hoops informal : to do a complicated or an¬ 
noying series of things in order to get or achieve something 
■ We had to jump through a lot of hoops to get a loan from 
the bank. ■ It shouldn't be necessary to jump through hoops 
to get a computer to work properly. 
jump to conclusions see conclusion 
jump to it informal : to begin doing something ■ We don’t 
have much time to finish this job, so we better jump to it. 
2 iump noun, pi jumps 

1 [count] : an act of jumping • He got over the fence with a 
running jump. [=a jump made while running] — see also 

HIGH JUMP, LONG JUMP 

2 [singular] : a sudden movement because of surprise or 
shock — usually used in the phrase give a jump ■ He gave a 
jump [=start] when she entered the room. 

3 [count] a : something to be jumped over ■ The horse 
took/cleared the first jump easily but balked at the second, 
b : something (such as a ramp) that you ride over in order to 
jump through the air on a motorcycle, bicycle, etc. ■ a mo- 
torcycle jump — see also ski jump 

4 [count] : a sudden increase ■ a jump in the price of gasoline 
■ a jump in sales 

a hop, skip, and (a) jump see 2 hop 


get/have/gain a/the jump on : to get or have an early ad¬ 
vantage over (someone) by acting quickly or doing some¬ 
thing first ■ The company came out with its software earli¬ 
er than expected and got the jump on its competitors. 
one jump ahead If you are/keep/stay one jump ahead of 
someone, you have or keep an advantage over someone by 
learning about or doing something new. ■ The company 
has continued to be successful because it always stays one 
jump ahead of its competitors. 
take a running jump Brit, informal + impolite — used to tell 
someone who angers or annoys you to go away • She told 
him to (go) take a running jump. [=(US) take a flying leap] 
jumped—up /.dsAmpt'Ap/ adj [more most ~] Brit, disap¬ 
proving : having a too high opinion of your own importance • 
She thinks that politicians are all just a bunch oi jumped-up 
nobodies. 

1 jump-er /'cfeAmp^/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person or animal (such as a horse) that jumps • a good 
jumper 

2 basketball : jump shot 

— compare 2 jumper 
2 jumper noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 US : a type of dress that has no sleeves and that is usually 
worn with a blouse — called also pinafore 

2 Brit : sweater, pullover 

— compare 'jumper 

jumper cables noun [plural ] US : a pair of electrical cables 
that are used to start a car, truck, etc., when its battery is not 
working by connecting the battery to another source of 
power (such as another car’s battery) : cables used to jump- 
start a vehicle 

jumping bean noun, pi ~ beans [count] : a seed that 
moves when a small insect moves inside it — called also 
Mexican jumping bean 

jumping jack noun, pi ~ jacks [count] US : an exercise in 
which a standing person jumps to a position with the legs 
and arms spread out and then jumps back to the original po¬ 
sition ■ We did a few jumping jacks to warm up. 
jumping—Off point noun, pi ~ points [count] : a place or 
point from which something begins • The essay provides a 
good jumping-off point [^starting point] for further discus¬ 
sions. ■ a jumping-off point for a journey — called also 
jumping-offplace 

jump rope noun, pi ~ ropes US 

1 [count] : a rope used in exercise or a 
children’s game that involves jumping 
over it when it is swung near the 
ground — called also (Brit) skipping 
rope 

2 [noncount] : the game of jumping 
over a jump rope ■ children playing 
jump rope 

jump shot noun, pi ~ shots [count] 

: a basketball shot made while jumping 
■ make/sink/hit a jump shot 
jump—Start /'cfeAmp'staa't/ verb 
-starts; -startled; -start ing [+ obj] 

1 : to start (a vehicle whose battery is 
not working) by connecting its battery 
to another source of power (such as the 
battery of another vehicle) ■ I had to jump rope 
use his truck to jump-start my car. 

2 a : to cause (something) to start quickly ■ Advertising can 
jump-start a political campaign. • Publishers often attempt to 
jump-start a new book with TV appearances by the author, 
b : to give new energy to (something) ■ a plan to jump-start 
the economy 

— jump—start noun, pi -starts [count] • We had to give the 
car a jump-start. • give the economy a jump-start 

jump-suit /'cfeAmpjSu.t/ noun, pi -suits [count] : a piece of 
clothing that consists of a blouse or shirt with attached pants 
or shorts 

jumpy /'cfeAmpi/ acjj jump-i-er; -est informal : very ner¬ 
vous : easily frightened • trying to calm jumpy passengers 
Jun. abbr June 

junc-tion /'cfeAijkJan/ noun, pi -tions [count] 

1 : a place where two things join ■ a junction of nerves and 
muscle 

2 a : a place where roads or railroad lines come together ■ 
the junction of Route 12 and Route 87 ■ a railroad junction 
b Brit : a road or ramp that you use when getting off a high¬ 
way : EXIT 
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juncture /'cfeAoktfa 1 / noun, pi -tures [count] 

1 : an important point in a process or activity ■ Negotiations 
between the countries reached a critical juncture. ■ At this 
juncture it looks like they are going to get a divorce. 

2 : a place where things join : junction • the juncture of 
two rivers 

June Afeu:n/ noun, pi Junes : the sixth month of the year 
[noncount ] in (early/middle/mid-/late) June ■ early/late in 
June ■ They arrived on June the first. = (US) They arrived on 
June first. = They arrived on the first of June, [count] Sales 
are up (for) this June in comparison with the previous two 
Junes. • It happens every June. — abbr. Jun. 
jun*gle /'cbAijgal/ noun, pi jun«gles [count] 

1 : a tropical forest where plants and trees grow very thickly 
■ a dense jungle • jungle wildlife 

2 : a harsh or dangerous place or situation in which people 
struggle for survival or success ■ the asphalt/concrete/urban 
jungle [=the city] ■ life in the corporate jungle • It’s hard to 
succeed in the business world. It’s a jungle out there. 

3 : a confusing or complex mixture of things ■ a jungle of al¬ 
leys ■ a jungle of environmental laws 

the law of the jungle see law 

jungle gym noun, pi ~ gyms [count] US : a structure of 
metal bars for children to climb on 
1 iU*nior /'cfeuinja-/ adj 

1 not used before a noun, US a : younger in age ■ He is six 
years junior to me. = He is junior to me by six years. [=he is 
six years younger than I am] b — used chiefly in its abbre¬ 
viated form Jr. to identify a son who has the same name as 
his father ■ John Smith Jr. and John Smith Sr. — compare 
SENIOR 

2 always used before a noun : lower in standing or rank ■ She 
is a junior partner in the law firm. ■ a junior army officer 

— compare senior 

3 always used before a noun : designed for or done by young 
people ■ junior hockey/tennis 

2 |uniOf noun, pi -niors [count] 

1 : a person who is younger than another person ■ He is six 
years my junior. [=he is six years younger than I am] 

— compare senior 

2 : a person who is of a lower rank than another person ■ 
They are my juniors in rank. — compare SENIOR 

3 a US : a student in the third of four years in a high school 
or college ■ She’s a junior at the state college. — often used 
before another noun ■ the junior class ■ the junior prom 

— compare freshman, sophomore, senior b Brit : a 
student at a junior school 

4 US, informal — used like a name for a male child or son ■ 
They love to bring junior to the park. ■ How did you do on 
the exam, junior? 

junior college noun, pi ~ -leges [count] US : a school that 
has two years of studies similar to those in the first two years 
of a four-year college 

junior high school noun, pi ~ schools [count] us : a 
school usually including the seventh, eighth, and sometimes 
ninth grades — called also junior high\ compare high 
SCHOOL, MIDDLE SCHOOL, SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 

junior school noun, pi ~ schools [count] Brit : a school 
for children aged 7 to 11 

junior varsity noun, pi *** -ties [count, noncount] US : a 
team whose members are less experienced and usually 
younger than members on a varsity team 
ju-ni*per /■cbuinapa 1 / noun, pi -pers [count, noncount] : an 
evergreen shrub or tree that has tiny fruits that look like ber¬ 
ries 

1 junk /'cfeArjk /noun [noncount] 

1 a : old things that have been thrown away or that have lit¬ 
tle value ■ a junk collector • The yard was cluttered with junk 
like broken bicycles and old washing machines, b : some¬ 
thing that is in very poor condition ■ That car is junk. = That 
car is a piece of junk. C : material that has no real value or 
interest ■ There’s nothing but junk on TV tonight. ■ movies 
that fill people’s minds with junk 

2 slang : heroin 

— compare 2 JUNK 

2 junk noun, pi junks [count]: an Asian boat that is high in the 
front and has four-cornered sails — compare 1 JUNK 
3 junk verb junks; junked; junk-ing [+ obj] informal : to get 
rid of (something) because it is worthless, damaged, etc. ■ We 
decided to junk our old computer and buy a new one. m junk 
an old car — sometimes used figuratively ■ They had to junk 


[=scrap] their vacation plans when their son got sick, 
junk bond noun, pi ~ bonds [count] business : a type of 
bond that pays high interest but also has a high risk 
junk e—mail noun [noncount] : spam 
junk-er /‘cfeArjkaV noun, pi -ers [couht] US, informal : an old 
car, truck, etc., that is in very poor condition ■ I can’t believe 
he’s still driving that o\d junker. 
jun-ket /'cfeArjkat/ noun, pi -kets [count] chiefly US : a trip 
or journey that is paid for by someone else: such as a : a 
trip made by a government official and paid for by the pub¬ 
lic ■ The senator has been criticized for expensive junkets to 
foreign countries, b : a free trip by a member of the press 
to a place where something (such as a new movie) is being 
promoted ■ a film’s press junket 
junk food noun, pi ~~ foods informal : food that is not 
good for your health because it contains high amounts of fat 
or sugar [noncount] worrying about kids eating too much 
junk food [count] eating too many junk foods 
junk'ie also junky /'cbAgki/ noun, pi junk*ies [count] infor¬ 
mal 

1 : a person who uses illegal drugs : a drug addict ■ a heroin 
junkie 

2 : a person who gets an unusual amount of pleasure from 
or has an unusual amount of interest in something • a news 
junkie ■ a political junkie [=a fan of politics] ■ a sugar junkie 

junk mail noun [noncount] : mail that is not wanted : mail 
that consists mostly of advertising ■ bombarded with junk 
mail 

*junky /'cfeAijki/ adj junk*i«er; -est chiefly US, informal : of 
very poor quality • junky furniture 
2 j U n ky variant spelling of JUNKIE 
junk*yard /'cfeArjkJaad/ noun, pi -yards [count] : a place 
where you can buy, sell, or leave junk ■ The car was hauled 
off to the junkyard. 

jun-ta /'hunta/ noun, pi -tas [count] : a military group con¬ 
trolling a government after taking control of it by force ■ a 
military junta 

JU’pi*ter /'cfeuipata 1 / noun [singular] : the planet that is fifth 
in order from the sun and that is the largest of the planets 
ju*riS*dic*tion /^aras'dikjan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : the power or right to make judgments about 
the law, to arrest and punish criminals, etc. ■ The court has 
jurisdiction over most criminal offenses. ■ His attorney 
claimed the court lacked jurisdiction in this matter. ■ The 
matter falls outside/within the jurisdiction of this court. 
synonyms see ^ower 

2 [noncount] : the power or right to govern an area ■ territo¬ 
ry under the jurisdiction of the federal government 

3 [count] : an area within which a particular system of laws is 
used ■ He was arrested in another jurisdiction. 

— ju»ris*dic»tion»al /^aras'dik/an]/ adj 
ju-ris*pru*dence ^cfearas'pruidsns/ noun [noncount] for¬ 
mal : the study of law ■ a professor of jurisprudence 

jurist /'cfoarist/ noun, pi -rists [count] : a person who has a 
thorough knowledge of law; especially : 'judge 1 
jU*ror Abara 1 / noun, pi -rors [count] : a member of a jury 
lU»rv /'cfe^ri/ noun, pi -rles [count] 

1 :a group of people who are members of the public and are 
chosen to make a decision in a legal case ■ The jury failed to 
reach a verdict. ■ The jury found the defendant guilty/inno¬ 
cent. = The juty returned a verdict of guilty /innocent. ■ She 
was selected to serve/sit on a jury. • (US) She was selected for 
jury duty. = (Brit) She was selected for jury service. ■ I de¬ 
mand my right to a trial by jury. = I demand my right to a 
jury trial. [=a trial that is decided by a jury] — see also 
GRAND JURY, HUNG JURY 

2 : a group of people who decide the winners in a contest ■ 
The jury [= judges ] found her pie to be the best. 

jury is out informal If you say the jury is still out on 
something, you mean that something has not yet been de¬ 
cided or has not yet become clear. ■ The jury is still out on 
whether the new company will succeed. [=no one knows 
yet whether the new company will succeed] 
jury panel noun, pi ~ -els [count] US : 'panel lc 
ju«ry-rig /'cfeari.ng/ verb -rigs; -rigged; -rig«glng [+ obj] 
chiefly US : to build or put together (a simple device or 
structure) using the materials that you have available ■ He 
jury-rigged a new antenna out of coat hangers. 

— jury—rigged adj ■ a jury-rigged antenna 
1 just /'cfeASt/ adj [more —most —] formal 

la : agreeing with what is considered morally right or good 
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: fair ■ a just society ■ a just cause for war ■ a just decision b 
: treating people in a way that is considered morally right ■ a 
just man 

2 a : reasonable or proper ■ The college treated the allega¬ 
tion with just seriousness, b : deserved and appropriate • 
They got their just punishment for the crime. ■ a just reward ■ 
We all want to see this criminal get his just deserts. [=get the 
punishment that he deserves] 

— just*ly adv ■ She is justly [=properly ] admired for her char¬ 
itable work. - just-ness /'cfeAstnas/ noun [noncount] • the 
justness of their decision 

2 just adv 

1 : to an exact degree or in an exact manner ■ You look just 
[-exactly] like your father. ■ The store has just the tool you 
need. ■ That's just what I expected. ■ You have to accept me 
just as I am. ■ This shirt fits just right. ■ She called him a liar 
and told him he was just like all the other men she’d met. ■ 
It’s7W5/ like you to be jealous every time I speak to another 
woman. [=you’re always jealous when I speak to another 
woman] — see also just my luck at 1 luck 

2 a : very recently ■ The bell just rang. • He was just here a 
minute ago. ■ She had just returned when he entered. • She 
has just acted in her first play. = ( chiefly US) She just acted in 
her first play. ■ I’ve just been trying to call you! = (chiefly US) 
I was just trying to call you! b : at this or that exact mo¬ 
ment or time ■ I was just going to telephone you! ■ She’s just 
finishing a letter, and she’ll be with you shortly. C — used 
to say that two or more events are happening at the same 
time or with very little time between them • He confessed 
just before he died. ■ The phone rang just as/when we were 
leaving. ■ I came just as soon as I heard the news, d — used 
to emphasize that a moment or time is not far from the 
present moment ■ She’ll be back in just a minute. [=she’ll be 
back very soon] ■ I saw her here just yesterday. 

3 a : by a small amount ■ I had just [=barely] enough time to 
eat breakfast before leaving. ■ I arrived just in time to see him 
win. ■ We could (only) just see the ship coming over the hori¬ 
zon. ■ The horse’s time for the race was just short of the 
record. = The horse just missed breaking the record. ■ It 
should take us just [=slightly] under/over an hour to get 
there, b : by a small distance ■ She lives just west of here. ■ 
The bathroom is just down the hall. ■ Just [-directly] across 
from the bank is a hotel. ■ The restaurant is just around the 
comer. — see also just around the comer at ‘corner 

4 a : nothing more than : only ■ This is just [=simply] a note 
to say I love you. ■ He is just an assistant to the manager. ■ 
She was just a baby when her father went off to war. ■ Is it 
just a coincidence that I see him everywhere I go? ■ He has 
just two months left before his retirement. ■ “Will you have 
another drink?" "Well, perhaps just (the) one." ■ I don’t know 
him well: I’ve met him just (the) once. [=I’ve met him only 
one time] ■ “Who is she?" “Oh, just somebody who works in 
the same office as me." ■ I love just you and nobody else but 
you. ■ She’ll be away from her desk for just a few minutes. = 
She’ll just be away from her desk for a few minutes. ■ They 
took a nice field and turned it into just another shopping 
mall. ■ He’s just another guy trying to get rich without work¬ 
ing too hard, b — used to stress the simple truth of a de¬ 
scription or statement • We’d like to buy a new car. We just 
[=simply] don’t have enough money. ■ Sometimes a person 
just wants to be left alone. ■ She just wanted to say goodbye. ■ 
You’ll just have to be patient. ■ I’m sorry if I seem grouchy. 
I’m just tired. ■ The wedding was just wonderful. ■ I feel just 
great! ■ The kids want to camp in the backyard, just for fun. 
(=simply to have fun] c — used in polite requests ■ Could I 
just borrow that pen for a minute? Thanks! ■ Would you just 
step this way, please, ladies and gentlemen, d — used for 
emphasis when you give an order or make a suggestion ■ 
Why don’t we just forget the whole thing. ■ Just hold on a 
minute! Did you say you’d solved the problem?! ■ Just [=sim- 
ply] tell him you don’t feel like going out. ■ Just (you) wait 
until your father sees this mess, young lady! ■ Don’t argue 
with me: just do it! ■ Just imagine how silly she’ll feel when 
she realizes that she was wrong. ■ Just look at the size of that 
thing! • Just think how happy we could be. e — used to de¬ 
scribe what someone does instead of doing what is necessary 
or expected ■ Don’t just stand there: do something! ■ She just 
stood there watching as he walked away. ■ I can’t just pretend 
nothing happened. 

5 — used with words like might and may to refer to some¬ 
thing that is possible ■ I know you don’t expect him to suc¬ 


ceed, but he might just surprise you. [=he might succeed] ■ 
It’s a crazy idea, but it just might work! • You know, you just 
might be right about that. 

6 Brit, informal : indeed • Isn’t the city hot,/urf! 
just about : almost or nearly ■ It was just about time to 
leave. ■ The work is just about done. ■ That is just about the 
biggest horse I have ever seen. [=that is a very big horse] ■ 
That is just about the stupidest thing she has ever done. 
just a minute/second/moment 1 — used to ask someone 
to wait or stop briefly ■ Just a second and I will get that 
book for you. 2 — used to demand that someone stop or 
listen ■ Just a minute , young lady! You can’t park there! 
just anyone : any person at all ■ I don’t lend money to just 
anyone. 

just as : to an equal degree as ■ Our house is just as nice as 
theirs. ■ This one is just as good as that one. ■ She performs 
just as well as he does. : in the same way as • Just as we 
hope to be forgiven, so we should forgive others. ■ Just as I 
thought/suspected, the door is locked. [=1 thought that the 
door would be locked, and it is] 
just as soon If you would just as soon do something, you 
would prefer to do it. ■ We asked him to come with us, but 
he said he’d just as soon stay home. 
just as well 4- If it is just as well that something happens, 
then it is a good thing, even if it was not expected or in¬ 
tended. ■ It’s just as well she didn’t get that job, since she 
will now be closer to home. ■ I really didn’t want to stay 
home this weekend, but it’s just as well. I have a lot to do. 
just because see because 

just like that : very suddenly ■ The girl vanished just like 
that. ■ Just like that it started raining. 
just now or just this minute/second 1 : a moment ago ■ I 
saw him just now. • I was just this minute thinking about 
calling you. 2 : at this moment ■ They are just now head¬ 
ing out the door. 

just on Brit, informal : exactly • It was just on midnight. 
just so : in a particular way ■ They feel they have to dress 
just so to be popular.: arranged in a very neat and tidy way 
■ Everything in her house has to be just so or she gets upset. 
[=everything has to be exactly as she likes it] 
just the same see 2 same 

just the thing : the best or perfect thing • I have just the 
thing for your hair. 

just yet : right now — used in negative constructions to say 
that something is not done yet or true yet but will be soon ■ 
I don’t have the table finished just yet. • “Are you ready to 
leave?" "Not just yet." 

not just — used to say that one thing is true and that anoth¬ 
er thing is also true ■ She’s not just my friend, she’s my law¬ 
yer. 

justice /‘cfeAstas/ noun, pi -tic-es 

1 [noncount] : the process or result of using laws to fairly 
judge and punish crimes and criminals ■ They received jus¬ 
tice in court. ■ the justice system ■ the U.S. Department of 
Justice ■ criminals attempting to escape justice ■ The role of 
the courts is to dispense justice fairly to everyone. ■ Many 
people do not believe that justice has been served/done in 
his case. [=that he has been given proper punishment or fair 
treatment by the legal system] ■ His supporters claim that he 
is an innocent man and that his conviction was a miscarriage 
of justice. [=an error made in a court of law that results in an 
innocent person being punished or a guilty person being 
freed] Someone who is brought to justice is arrested and 
punished for a crime in a court of law. • The police couldn’t 
bring the killer to justice. — see also POETIC justice 

2 a [count] US : a judge in a court of law • She is a justice of 
the state supreme court. — see also chief justice b Jus¬ 
tice — used as a title for a judge (such as a judge of the U.S. 
Supreme Court) ■ Justice Marshall 

3 [noncount] a : the quality of being fair or just • a sense of 
justice ■ I saw no justice in the court’s decision, b : fair treat¬ 
ment ■ We should strive to achieve justice for all people. 

do justice To do justice to something or someone or to 
do someone or something justice is to treat or show some¬ 
thing or someone in a way that is as good as it should be. ■ 
Words could never do justice to her beauty. [=could not ad¬ 
equately describe her beauty] ■ The movie does not do jus¬ 
tice to the book. = The movie does not do the book justice. 
[=the movie is not as good as the book] • a brief summary 
that does not do justice to [=does not adequately show] the 
complexity of this issue 
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obstruction of justice see obstruction 
pervert the course of justice see 'pervert 
justice of the peace noun, pi justices of the peace 

[count] : a local official who has the power to decide minor 
legal cases and in the U.S. to perform marriages — abbr. J.P. 
JUS-ti-fi-ca-tion ^cfeAstafa'keiJan/ noun, pi -tions : an ac¬ 
ceptable reason for doing something : something that justi¬ 
fies an action [count] He tried to present a justification for 
his behavior. ■ There is no possibl e justification for what she 
did. [noncount] His behavior is without justification. • He 
told lies in justification of his behavior. [=in order to make 
people think that his behavior was reasonable] ■ She noted 
with some justification that other people had experienced 
similar problems. [=it was not unreasonable of her to note 
that other people had experienced similar problems] 
ius-ti-fv /'cfeAsta,fai/ verb -fies; -fied; -fy-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to provide or be a good reason for (something) : to prove 
or show (something) to be just, right, or reasonable ■ He tried 
to justify his behavior by saying that he was being pressured 
unfairly by his boss. ■ The fact that we are at war does not 
justify treating innocent people as criminals. ■ It’s hard to jus¬ 
tify the cost of a new car right now. = It’s hard to justify 
spending money on a new car right now. — see also the end 
justifies the means at 'end 

2 : to provide a good reason for the actions of (someone) ■ 
Why should I have to justify myself [=to provide an explana¬ 
tion for my actions] when it was their fault? 

3 technical : to position (text) so that the edges form a 
straight line 

— jus-ti-fi-able /'cfeAsta^ajabal/ adj [more most ~] ■ They 
felt justifiable pride in their son. ■ justifiable expenses 
— jus-ti-fi-ably /'cfeAsta.ftuabli/ adv • were justifiably 
proud — justified adj, not used before a noun [more ~; 
most ~] ■ She was (perfectly/fully) justified in complaining 


to her boss. I=she had a good reason for complaining to 
her boss] 

jut /'c&At/ verb juts; jut-ted; jut-ting ; to stick out, up, or 
forward [no obj] mountains jutting into the sky — often + 
out • The peninsula juts out [= projects ] into the bay. ■ The 
edge of the roof juts out a few feet. [+ obj] — usually + out • 
He jutted out his jaw in defiance, 
jute /'cfeu.t/ noun [noncount] ; a natural fiber that is used for 
making rope and cloth 
1 ju-ve-nile /'cfeu:va,naj3l/ adj 

1 [more most ~] disapproving : unpleasantly childish : im¬ 
mature ■ She criticized his juvenile behavior at the party. • 
juvenile pranks 

2 always used before a noun a : relating to or meant for 
young people ■ juvenile fiction b : of or relating to young 
people who have committed crimes ■ they uvenile justice sys¬ 
tem ■ a. juvenile court ■ a juvenile crime [=a crime committed 
by a young person] 

3 : not yet fully grown ■ juvenile birds/animals 
2 juvenile noun, pi -niles [count] 

1 : a young person : a person who is not yet old enough to 
be legally considered an adult ■ She works to keep juveniles 
away from drugs. ■ crimes committed by juveniles 

2 : a young bird or animal 

juvenile delinquent noun, pi ~ -quents [count] : a 
young person who has committed a crime 
-juvenile delinquency noun [noncount] 

JUX-ta-pose / l cfeAkst3 l pouz/ verb -pos-es; -posed; -pos¬ 
ing [+ obj] formal: to place (different things) together in or¬ 
der to create an interesting effect or to show how they are 
the same or different • a display that juxtaposes modem art 
with classical art 

— jux-ta-po-si-tion /(CfeAkstapa'ziJan/ noun, pi -tions 
[count, noncount] • an interesting juxtaposition of colors 


K 


k or K /'kei/ noun, pi k’s or ks or K’s or Ks 

1 : the 11th letter of the English alphabet [count] There is 
one k in “book.” [noncount] The word ends in k. 

2 pi K [count] a informal : thousand ■ She earned a salary 
of $30 AT. ■ The car costs S35AT. b computers : KILOBYTE ■ 
The program uses 350XT of disk space. 

3 [count] baseball, informal : strikeout ■ The pitcher had 
more than 10 Ks in his last game. 

K abbr 1 Kelvin ■ a temperature of 200 degrees K 2 kilome¬ 
ter ■ a 5 K run 3 or k karat 
kabob variant spelling of kebab 

Ka-bu-ki /ka'buiki/ noun [noncount] : a traditional form of 
Japanese entertainment with singing and dancing 
kaftan variant spelling of caftan 

kai*ser /'kaiza 1 / noun, pi -sers [count] : the title of the ruler 
of Germany from 1871 to 1918 ■ Kaiser Wilhelm 
kale /'keil/ noun, pi kales [count, noncount] : a type of cab¬ 
bage that has wrinkled leaves — see color picture on page 
C4 

ka- lei -do-scope /ka'laida.skoup/ noun, pi -scopes 

1 [count] : a tube that has mirrors and loose pieces of col¬ 
ored glass or plastic inside at one end so that you see many 
different patterns when you turn the tube while looking in 
through the other end 

2 [singular] a : a changing pattern or scene • The landscape 
was a kaleidoscope of changing colors, b : a mixture of 
many different things ■ a kaleidoscope of flavors 

— ka-lei-do-scop-ic /ka.laida'skarpik/ adj • kaleidoscopic 
pattems/variety 

ka-mi-ka-ze /,ka:mi'ka:zi, Brit ,k«nu'ka:zi/ noun, pi -zes 
[count] ; one of a group of Japanese pilots in World War II 
who were assigned to crash their planes into their targets — 
usually used before another noun ■ a kamikaze pilot ■ a ka¬ 
mikaze attack/mission — often used figuratively • kamikaze 
drivers [=reckless drivers] 

kan-ga-roo ^kseqga'ru:/ noun, pi -roos [count] : an Aus¬ 
tralian animal that moves by hopping on its powerful rear 


legs The female kan¬ 
garoo has a pouch in 
which the young are 
carried. 

kangaroo court 

noun, pi — courts 
[count] : a court that 
uses unfair methods or 
is not a proper court of kangaroo 

law 

ka-put /ka'put/ adj, not used before a noun, informal 

1 : no longer working ■ Our washing machine is kaput. 
[=broken] ■ Our washing machine was working perfectly, and 
then suddenly it went kaput [=it broke] 

2 : no longer able to continue : completely ruined or defeat¬ 
ed ■ His career is kaput. [= finished, over] 

kar-8-O-ke /ikeri'ouki/ noun [noncount] : a form of enter¬ 
tainment in which a device plays the music of popular songs 
and people sing the words to the songs they choose ■ That 
bar has karaoke on Saturday night. — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ a karaoke bar/club/machine ■ karaoke music 
kar-at ( US) or chiefly Brit car-at /'kerat/ noun, pi -ats 
[count] : a unit for measuring how pure a piece of gold is ■ 
She was wearing an 18 karat gold bracelet. ■ Pure gold is 24 
karats. — abbr. K or k 

ka-ra-te /ka'rcr.ti/ noun [noncount] : a form of fighting that 
was developed in Japan in which your feet and hands are 
used to kick and hit an opponent: a Japanese martial art — 
often used before another noun ■ karate chops/kicks 
kar-ma /'kaarna/ noun [noncount] 

1 often Karma : the force created by a person s actions that 
is believed in Hinduism and Buddhism to determine what 
that person’s next life will be like 

2 informal : the force created by a person’s actions that 
some people believe causes good or bad things to happen to 
that person ■ She believes that helping people produces good 
karma. 
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ka»ty>did /'keiti,did/ noun, pi -dids [count] US : a large 
green insect that looks like a large grasshopper 
kay*ak /'kai.sek/ noun, pi -aks [count] : a long narrow boat 
that is pointed at both ends and that is moved by a paddle 
with two blades — see picture at boat; compare canoe 
ka*ZOO /ks'zu:/ noun, pi -zoos [count] : a toy musical in¬ 
strument that is shaped like a short tube and that produces a 
buzzing sound when you hum into the smaller end of the 
tube ■ play a kazoo 
KB abbr kilobyte 
KC abbr, Brit King’s Counsel 

ke*bab /ka‘ba:b, Brit ka'bzeb/ also chiefly US ka*bob 
/ka'bcub/ noun, pi ke*babs also ka-bobs [count] : a dish 
made by pushing a long, thin stick (called a skewer) through 
pieces of meat and vegetables and cooking them on a grill — 
called also shish kebab 

1 keel /'ki:l/ noun, pi keels [count] : a long piece of wood or 
metal along the center of the bottom of a boat — see picture 
at BOAT 

on an even keel : strong and not likely to fail or get worse 
: in a stable condition ■ They struggled to keep the compa¬ 
ny on an even keel during its early years. ■ I’m trying to get 
back on an even keel [=to return to a normal life] now that 
the lawsuit is settled. 

2 keel verb keels; keeled; keeping 

keel over [phrasal verb] informal : to fall down suddenly ■ 
He just keeled over and died. We found out later that he’d 
had a heart attack. ■ I almost keeled over with/in laughter. 

1 keen /'ki:n/ adj keen-er; -est [also more —/ most ~] 

1 : having or showing an ability to think clearly and to un¬ 
derstand what is not obvious or simple about something ■ a 
keen intellect/intelligence/mind ■ She’s a very keen observer 
of the political world. ■ She made some keen [-acute] obser¬ 
vations. ■ a keen wit 

2 : very strong and sensitive : highly developed ■ The dog 
has a keen sense of smell. = The dog has a keen nose. ■ keen 
[=acute] eyesight/hearing ■ She had a keen awareness of what 
was happening. [=she knew exactly what was happening] ■ 
She has a keen ear for languages. [=she is able to easily learn 
and understand languages] ■ He has a keen eye for details. 
[=he is good at noticing details] 

3 a : very excited about and interested in something ■ She’s a 
keen tennis player. = She’s keen about tennis. ■ He’s a keen 
student of art history. = He has a keen interest in art history, 
b : feeling a strong and impatient desire to do something ■ He 
is keen [=eager] to learn more about art history. 

4 : strong or intense ■ After his death, she felt a keen [-pro¬ 
found] sense of loss. ■ The two firms are in keen competition. 
■ ( chiefly Brit) a keen wind 

5 informal + old-fashioned : very good : wonderful ■ Gee, 
that's keen. This sense is now usually used in a playful or 
ironic way. — see also peachy keen 

6 literary : having a sharp edge or point ■ a keen knife/sword 

7 Brit, of a price : very low ■ They sell reliable products at 
very keen prices. 

(as) keen as mustard Brit : very excited and interested 
: very enthusiastic ■ I gave him the job because he was will¬ 
ing to learn and seemed as keen as mustard, 
keen on 1 : very excited about and interested in (some¬ 
thing) ■ She’s very keen on tennis. ■ I’m not keen on that 
idea. [=1 don’t like that idea] ■ (Brit) He’s mad keen on golf. 
2 chiefly Brit : interested in or attracted to (someone) ■ 
He’s been very keen on her since they met at my party. 

— keen-ly adv ■ They were keenly interested in how well I 
was doing. ■ a keenly felt change ■ The parents were keenly 
aware of the teacher’s importance. — keen-ness 
/'kiinnas/ noun [noncount] The keenness of the saw made 
cutting the board easier, [singular] a keenness of sight 
2 keen verb keens; keened; keen-ing [no obj] old-fashioned 
+ literary : to make a loud and long cry of sorrow ■ mourners 
keening at a funeral 

1 keep /'ki:p/ verb keeps; kept /'kept/; keep-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to continue having or holding (something) : to not 
return, lose, sell, give away, or throw away (something) ■ 
She’s going to keep the money she found. ■ I can’t decide 
whether to sell my old car or keep it for another year. ■ While 
the company laid off some employees, others had hopes of 
keeping their jobs. ■ The shirt will keep [-retain] its shape af¬ 
ter many washings. ■ an actress who has kept her looks/beau¬ 
ty [=continued to be attractive/beautiful] as she has grown 
older ■ ‘The fare is $4.” "Here’s $5. Keep the change .” ■ He 
struggled to keep his cool/composure. [=to remain calm; to 


not become upset or angry] ■ He vowed to keep his silence 
about what he had seen. [=to not tell anyone about what he 
had seen] 

2 a [linking verb] : to continue in a specified state, condition, 
or position ■ I asked them to keep quiet. ■ keep still/warm ■ 
He vowed to keep silent about what he had seen. ]=to not tell 
anyone about what he had seen] ■ She likes to keep [=s/ay] 
busy. ■ The program teaches kids how to keep safe near wa¬ 
ter. ■ Have you kept in touch with your college roommate? 
[=have you continued to talk to or write to your college 
roommate?! b [+ obj] : to cause (someone or something) to 
continue in a specified state, condition, or position • I tried to 
keep the children quiet during the ceremony. ■ The local 
newspaper keeps people informed about what’s happening in 
town. ■ The article offers tips on how to keep kids safe near 
water. ■ The movie will keep you on the edge of your seat. ■ 
We need to keep costs under control. » This scarf will help 
keep you warm. ■ She keeps herself fit by jogging. ■ He kept 
his hands behind his back while we were talking. ■ Keep both 
hands on the steering wheel. ■ It was so cold inside that I kept 
my coat on. ■ I promise I’ll keep your decision a secret. [=1 
will not tell anyone your decision] ■ Keep the mixture chilled 
until you are ready to serve it. 

3 [+ obj] a : to cause or force (someone) to stay in a place ■ 
I won’t keep you (here) much longer. ■ The doctors want to 
keep me in (the hospital) for further tests. ■ If you’re in a hur¬ 
ry, don’t let me keep you. ■ keep a prisoner in jail ■ She kept 
the children in the house during the storm. ■ There was noth¬ 
ing to keep me in the city, b : to cause (someone) to be late 
■ You’re late. What kept yoifl [=what delayed you?; why are 
you late?] 

4 [+ obj] a : to do (something) continuously or again and 
again — 4- -ing verb ■ The teacher asked them to be quiet, but 
they just kept talking. ■ The rain kept falling all afternoon. ■ 
The dog keeps running away. ■ Keep walking/driving until you 
come to a traffic light. — often + on • The band’s music just 
keeps on getting better (and better). ■ I’ll never get this work 
done if you keep on interrupting me. b : to cause (someone 
or something) to do something continuously or again and 
again — + -ing verb ■ She has a desire for success that keeps 
her striving to do better. ■ His boss kept him waiting [=forced 
him to wait] for over an hour. ■ They want to keep the com¬ 
pany growing. — see also keep going (below) 

5 [+ obj] a : to do what is required by (something, such as a 
promise) ■ She always keeps her promises/word. [=she always 
does what she promises to do; she always does what she says 
she will do] ■ He failed to keep his appointment. [=he did not 
go to his appointment; he missed his appointment] b : to 
not tell (a secret) ■ I can keep a secret. ■ a poorly kept secret 
[=a secret that has been told to many people] ■ a well-kept se¬ 
cret [=a secret that has not been told to people] c somewhat 
formal : to act properly in relation to (something) ■ He keeps 
[-observes] the Sabbath. ■ They keep kosher. 

6 [+ obj] a : to store (something) in a specified place ■ They 
keep the ketchup in the refrigerator. ■ I keep my socks in a 
drawer. ■ The sheets are kept in the closet. ■ He keeps his wal¬ 
let in his back pocket, b : to have or hold (something) for 
later use instead of using it now ■ We’ll eat some of the cook¬ 
ies now and keep [—save] some for later. ■ I’ll keep my news 
until later. [=1*11 tell you my news later] ■ (Brit) Would you 
keep [=(US) save] a seat for me? 

7 [no obj] of food : to continue to be in a good condition ■ 
Carrots and potatoes keep well. ■ The meat will keep in the 
freezer for several months. — sometimes used figuratively ■ I 
have something to tell you, but it will keep. [=1 can tell you 
later] 

8 [+ obj] formal : to protect (someone) ■ May the Lord bless 
you and keep you. — usually + from ■ May the Lord keep 
you from harm. 

9 [+ obj] : to produce (something, such as a journal or 
record) by putting information in a book, document, etc., 
over a period of time ■ She kept a diary/joumal. ■ He keeps a 
detailed record of all his purchases. ■ She keeps a list of 
books for future reading. 

10 [+ obj a : to take care of (something) ■ keep [=tend] a 
garden ■ We kept chickens and goats when I was a child, b 
: to operate (something, such as a business) : manage ■ 
They keep [=(more commonly) run] a bed-and-breakfast. ■ 
(chiefly Brit) keep a shop 

11 [+ obj] somewhat old-fashioned a : to have (something) 
available for use ■ He keeps a car even though he lives in the 
city, b : to have a continuing sexual relationship with 
(someone who is not your husband or wife) ■ a married man 
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who keeps a mistress ■ She never married but she kept a lover 
for years. ■ a kept man/woman [-a man/woman who is kept 
as a lover by someone] 

How are you keeping? Brit — used to ask if someone feels 
good, bad, happy, well, etc. ■ “How are you keeping [=how 
are you doing], Jill?” ‘‘Oh, pretty well, thanks.” 
keep after \phrasal verb ] 1 keep after (someone) informal 
: to tell (someone) again and again to do something ■ My 
kids kept after me to quit smoking, so I finally did. ■ I 
wasn’t going to audition, but my friends kept after me. 2 
keep (someone) after US : to require (a student) to stay at 
school after classes have ended • The teacher kept him after 
(school) for misbehaving in class. 
keep at [phrasal verb] 1 keep at It: to continue doing or 
trying to do something "If you keep at it long enough you’ll 
succeed. ■ The project was difficult, but we kept at it and 
eventually it was done. 2 keep (someone) at it: to force 
or cause (someone) to continue doing something ■ The 
coach kept us (hard) at it until late afternoon. 
keep back \phrasal verb] 1 : to not go near something ■ The 
police asked the spectators to keep back. [=stay back] ■ The 
guide told us to keep back from the edge of the cliff. 2 
keep (someone) back or keep back (someone) a : to not 
allow (someone) to go near something • The police kept the 
spectators back, b US : to not allow (a student) to ad¬ 
vance to the next grade level — usually used as (be) kept 
back ■ Students who fail the exam may be kept back a year. 
C Brit : to require (a student) to stay at school after classes 
have ended ■ She was kept back [=(f/5) kept after, kept after 
school] for talking in class. 3 keep (something) back or 
keep back (something) : to not allow (something) to ap¬ 
pear or be known ■ He struggled to keep back his tears. 
[=he tried hard not to cry] ■ The government kept back 
[-withheld] some crucial information from the media. 
keep company [phrasal verb] 1 keep company with (some¬ 
one) : to spend time with (someone) — usually used figu¬ 
ratively ■ In her garden, roses keep company with lilies. 2 
keep (someone) company : to spend time with (someone 
who would be alone if you were not there) ■ I’ll keep you 
company while you wait for the train. 
keep down [phrasal verb] 1 : to stay close to the ground or 
floor ■ The soldiers were ordered to keep down. [=stay 
down] 2 keep (someone) down : to prevent (someone) 
from succeeding, winning, etc. ■ You can’t keep a good 
man down. [=you can’t prevent a good or talented person 
from succeeding] 3 keep (something) down or keep down 
(something) a : to prevent (something) from increasing 
or rising ■ The company is trying to keep down costs/ex¬ 
penses/prices. ■ She watered the path to keep the dust 
down, b : to prevent (something) from coming up from 
your stomach and into your mouth again ■ He was so ill 
that he could only keep down a small amount of food. 4 
keep it down — used to ask someone to be quiet ■ Please 
keep it down in there. I’m trying to study. 
keep from [phrasal verb] 1 keep from (doing something) or 
keep (someone or something) from (doing something) : to 
not do or experience (something) : to prevent or stop 
(someone or something) from doing or experiencing 
(something) ■ She found it hard to keep fiom laughing. 
[=she found it hard not to laugh] ■ She’s been trying to keep 
herself from eating too much candy. ■ An umbrella will 
keep you from getting wet. ■ It’s difficult to keep from feel¬ 
ing worried about this situation. ■ He was anxious to keep 
his son from getting into trouble. ■ Her happy nature kept 
her fiom worrying. ■ I don’t want to keep you from (doing) 
your work. = I don’t want to keep you from working. ■ She 
tied the knot tightly to keep it from loosening. ■ The com¬ 
pany has taken steps to keep the building./row being bro¬ 
ken into again. ■ It was hard to keep from [=avoid] confus¬ 
ing the twins. 2 keep (something) from (someone) : to 
not tell (something) to (someone) ■ What information are 
you keeping from me? [=what information are you not tell¬ 
ing me?] ■ They think the government is keeping [= with¬ 
holding ] the truth from us. 

keep going [phrasal verb] 1 : to continue moving forward ■ 
He walked right past me and just kept going. 2 : to contin¬ 
ue doing something ■ I was ready to give up on the search, 
but they convinced me to keep going. [=to continue search¬ 
ing] 3 keep (someone) going : to make (someone) able to 
continue doing something at a difficult time ■ I don’t know 
what keeps her going after all these years. ■ Their grandson 
is the only thing keeping them going. 4 keep (something) 
going : to cause (something) to continue to exist or func¬ 


tion ■ They tried everything they could think of to keep the 
business going. • He kept the conversation going, 
keep house see ‘house 

keep in [phrasal verb] 1 keep (something) in : to not show 
or express (something, such as an emotion) ■ You shouldn’t 
keep your anger in all the time. 2 keep (someone) in 
(something) : to continue to provide (someone) with 
(something needed or wanted) ■ It’s very expensive keeping 
my children in clothes that fit. 3 keep in with (someone) 
chiefly Brit : to remain friendly with (someone) ■ She’s al¬ 
ways kept in with the people with power. 
keep off [phrasal verb] 1 keep off (something) or keep 
(someone or something) off (something) : to stop or pre¬ 
vent (someone or something) from being on (something) ■ 
Keep [=stay] off the grass. [=do not walk on the grass] ■ 
Please keep the dog off the sofa. 2 keep (weight) off : to 
continue to weigh a lower amount than you formerly 
weighed : to not regain weight that you have lost ■ She has 
managed to keep (most of) the weight off for two years. ■ 
Losing weight is not as hard as keeping it off. 3 a keep off 
(something) : to not talk about (something) ■ I think we’d 
better keep off [=avoid\ the subject of the war. b keep 
(someone) off (something) : to prevent (someone) from 
talking about (something) ■ We tried to keep them off (the 
subject of) the war. 

keep on [phrasal verb] 1 informal: to continue happening, 
doing something, working, etc. ■ The rain kept on [=kept 
up] throughout the day. ■ He talked and talked. At one 
point I thought he would keep on all night. 2 keep (some¬ 
one) on : to continue to have (someone) as an employee ■ 
The chef was kept on even after the restaurant was sold. 3 
keep on at (someone) chiefly Brit, informal : to say the 
same thing to (someone) again and again in a way that is 
annoying • My parents fop/ on at me to go back to college. 
keep out [phrasal verb] 1 : to not enter a place ■ The sign 
on the door said "Keep out\" 2 keep out of (something) a 
: to not enter (a place) • We were told to keep out o/his of¬ 
fice. ■ Please keep [=stay] out of the way. b : to not be¬ 
come involved in (something) ■ This argument doesn’t in¬ 
volve you, so you should just keep [=stay] out of it, 3 keep 
out (someone or something) or keep (someone or some¬ 
thing) out (of a place) : to stop or prevent (someone or 
something) from entering (a place) ■ The curtains help 
keep out the drafts. ■ Keep the cat out of the bedroom. 
keep pace with see ‘pace 
keep score see 'score 
keep tabs on see ‘tab 
keep the faith see faith 
keep time see ‘time 

keep to [phrasal verb] 1 keep to (something) a : to stay in 
or on (something) : to not leave (something) ■ He kept to 
the house most of the time. ■ She keeps to the main roads 
when she travels, b : to not go beyond (something) ■ He 
tried to keep [^y//cA:] to his budget. C : to act or behave in 
the way required by (something) ■ keep to [=abide by, obey] 
the rules of the game d : to not move away from or 
change (something) ■ I wish you’d just keep to [=stick to] the 
point. ■ They kept to their story. 2 keep to yourself a or 
chiefly Brit keep yourself to yourself: to stay apart from 
other people : to avoid other people ■ She was a shy girl 
who kept pretty much to herself, b keep (something) to 
yourself : to keep (something) secret • He knew what the 
facts were but kept them to himself. [=he did not tell anyone 
what the facts were] ■ She likes to keep things to herself, 
keep track see ‘track 

keep up [phrasal verb] 1 : to go or make progress at the 
same rate as others : to stay even with others in a race, 
competition, etc. ■ The leader began to run faster, and the 
other runners found it hard to keep up. — often + with ■ 
The other runners struggled to keep up with the leader. • 
He found it difficult to keep up with the rest of the class. 2 
: to continue to know the newest information about some¬ 
thing ■ There is so much happening in the world now that I 
find it hard to keep up. [=stay informed] ■ I find it hard to 
keep up on/with the news. 3 : to continue happening ■ 
The rain kept up all night. ■ The gunfire kept up for a long 
time. 4 keep up with (someone) informal : to continue to 
talk to or write to (someone) ■ She still keeps up with 
[=keeps in touch with] her old friends from college. 5 keep 
(someone) up : to prevent (someone) from sleeping ■ I 
hope our party didn’t keep you up all night! 6 keep 
(something) up or keep up (something) a : to continue 
doing (something) ■ Keep up the good work. ■ Keep that up 
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and you’ll get into trouble! b : to prevent (something) 
from getting worse, weaker, etc. • We need to keep stan¬ 
dards up. ■ Keep your spirits up\ ■ The house had been kept 
up [=maintained\ nicely. ■ You need to exercise more to 
keep your strength up. C -> If you keep up your end of 
something (such as a bargain or agreement) you do what 
you have promised or agreed to do. ■ I'm never sure if she 
will keep up her end of the deal. 
keep up appearances see appearance 
keep up with the Joneses see joneses 
keep your chin up see chin 
keep your distance see 'distance 
keep your head see 'head 

2 keep noun, pi keeps [count] : the strongest part of a castle 
built in the Middle Ages 

for keeps informal 1 : forever or permanently • He moved 
back to the city for keeps. [=for good] 2 : with the under¬ 
standing that you may keep what you win ■ playing mar- 
bles for keeps 

your keep : the amount of money you need to pay for food, 
clothing, a place to live, etc. — used in the phrase earn 
your keep ■ She’s been living off her parents long enough. 
It’s time for her to get a job and start earning her keep. 

keep«er /'ki:pa7 noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 a : a person whose job is to guard or take care of some¬ 
thing or someone ■ a lion keeper ■ “ ... am I my brother’s 
keeper ?” —Genesis 4:9 (KJV) — see also doorkeeper, 
GAMEKEEPER, GATEKEEPER, SHOPKEEPER, STOREKEEP¬ 
ER, zookeeper b Brit : curator 

2 US, informal : something or someone that is worth keep¬ 
ing : something or someone that is good, valuable, etc. ■ 
Hold on to that boyfriend of yours—he’s a keeperl 

3 : GOALKEEPER 

4 American football : a play in which the quarterback runs 
with the ball ■ The quarterback gained five yards on a keeper, 
finders keepers (losers weepers) see finder 

keep-ing /'kiipirj/ noun 

in keeping with 1 a : agreeing with or sharing important 
qualities with (something) ■ The decorations in the house 
are in (perfect) keeping with her personality. ■ The book is 
in keeping with novels of the time. [=it is like novels written 
around that same time] b : in a way that agrees with, 
obeys, or matches (something) ■ In keeping with the overall 
design of the park, the playground will remain small. ■ The 
new bus station offers wireless Internet access in keeping 
with the expectations of modem travelers. 
in your keeping ■❖■If someone or something is in your keep¬ 
ing, you are expected to protect or take care of that person 
or thing ■ What happened to the money that had been left 
in his keeping ? [=(more commonly) in his care] 
out of keeping with : not agreeing with or sharing impor¬ 
tant qualities with (something) ■ Her comments revealed a 
nervousness that seemed out of keeping with her calm ap¬ 
pearance. ■ The modem d£cor was out of keeping with the 
church’s architecture. 

keep-sake /'ki:p,seik/ noun, pi -sakes [count]: something 
that you keep to help you remember a person, place, or 
event : a memento or souvenir ■ We were given books as 
keepsakes of the trip. 

keg /'keg/ noun, pi kegs [count] 

1 : a barrel for holding or serving something (such as beer) ■ 
We bought a keg (of beer) for the party. — see also powder 

KEG 

2 : the amount of something contained in a keg ■ They drank 
an entire keg of beer. 

keg-ger /'keg^/ noun, pi -gers [count] US, informal : a par¬ 
ty at which people drink beer from a keg — called also keg 
party 

kelp /'kelp/ noun [noncount] : a type of brown seaweed ■ a 
bed of kelp 

Kel'Vin /'kelvan/ adj, technical : relating to or having a scale 
for measuring temperature on which the boiling point of wa¬ 
ter is at 373.1 degrees above zero and the freezing point is at 
273.15 degrees above zero ■ the Kelvin scale ■ a temperature 
of 200 degrees Kelvin — abbr. K\ compare Celsius, Fahr¬ 
enheit 

ken /'ken/ noun 

beyond someone’s ken : not within the range of what 
someone knows or understands ■ These changes occurred 
for reasons that are beyond my ken. [=reasons that I do not 
know or understand] ■ miracles that are beyond human ken 
[=miracles that cannot be understood by human beings] 


ken-nel /'ken|/ noun, pi -nels [count] 

1 : a place where dogs are kept while their owners are away ■ 
While I was on vacation my dog went to a kennel. — called 
also (Brit) kennels ; compare CATrERY 

2 : a container or very small building for a dog or cat to 
sleep or stay in 

kept past tense and past participle of 1 KEEP 
kerb, kerbside Brit spelling of 'curb 1, curbside 
ker-chief /'katfaf/ noun, pi -chiefs [count] : a square piece 
of cloth that is worn around your neck or as a covering for 
your head 

ker-nel /'kail]/ noun, pi -nels [count] 

1 a : the small, somewhat soft part inside a seed or nut b 
: a whole seed; especially : one of the yellow seeds that cover 
an ear of com ■ a kernel of com — see color picture on page 

. C4 

2 : a very small amount of something ■ There’s not a kernel 
of truth in what they say. ■ kernels of wisdom 

3 : the origin or basis of something ■ the kernel [-germ] of 
the idea for the book 

ker-O-Sene /'ker3,si:n/ noun [noncount] chiefly US : a type 
of oil that is burned as a fuel — often used before another 
noun ■ a kerosene heater/lamp — called also (Brit) paraffin 
ketch /'ketf/ noun, pi ketch-es [count] : a type of sailboat 
that has two masts 

ketch-lip /'ketfap/ noun, pi -Ups [count, noncount): a thick 
sauce made with tomatoes ■ a bottle of ketchup ■ She put 
ketchup on her hamburger. — called also tomato ketchup 
ket-tle /'ketl/ noun, pi ket-tles [count] : a container used for 
heating or boiling liquid ■ a soup kettle\ especially : teaket¬ 
tle ■ Put the kettle on (the stove) so we can have a cup of 
tea. ■ The kettle is boiling. [=the water in the kettle is boiling] 

— see picture at kitchen 

kettle of fish informal 1 : a bad situation : mess ■ Well, 
this is a fine/nice/pretty kettle offish. 2 : something or 
someone that is being considered or dealt with ■ I have ex¬ 
perience in domestic law, but international law is another 
kettle offish, [-matter] 

ket-tle-drum /'ketlidrAm/ noun, pi -drums [count] : a 
large drum that has a rounded bottom — see picture at per¬ 
cussion 

1 key /'ki:/ noun, pi keys [count] 

T a : a device that is used to open a lock or start an automo¬ 
bile The usual type of key is a small metal object that you 
insert into a narrow opening and turn. ■ You need the key to 
get into the drawer. ■ She turned the key and opened the 
door. ■ house/car keys ■ the ignition key of a car ■ the key to 
the lock — often used figuratively ■ That woman holds the 
key to his heart. — see also latchkey, passkey, skele¬ 
ton key b : a device that looks like a key and that is used 
to turn something ■ a key for winding a clock 

2 : something that is necessary in order to do or achieve 
something — usually singular ■ If you want to improve your 
health, exercise is the key. — usually + to ■ The key to hitting 
the ball well is following through on your stroke. ■ Hard 
work is the key to success. 

3 a : something that provides an explanation or solution — 
usually + to ■ the key to a riddle b : a list of words or phras¬ 
es that explain the meaning of symbols or abbreviations - 
Use the key to decode the symbols. • a pronunciation key 

4 a : any one of the buttons of a computer or typewriter 
that you push with your fingers ■ He tapped away at the keys, 
typing his letter. — see picture at computer; see also 
function key, shift key b : any one of the parts that 
you push with your fingers to play a piano or similar musical 
instrument ■ She sat down at the piano and put her hands on 
the keys. 

5 music : a system of musical tones based on a scale begin¬ 
ning on the note for which the system is named ■ the key of C 
■ The symphony changes key from G major to E minor. 
under lock and key see 2 lock 

— compare 4 key 

2 key adj : extremely important ■ He’s a key player/person in 
the organization. • The key question is “Can we afford it?” ■ 
Underline key words and phrases as you read. ■ Their votes 
were key in getting the bill passed. 

3 key verb keys: keyed: key.ing [+ nbj] 

1 : to enter (information) by using the keys of a computer, 
typewriter, etc. ■ The changes to the manuscript are being 
keyed by the typist. — often + in ■ In order to gain access to 
the network, you first have to key in [-type in] your name 
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and password. — often + into ■ The cashier keyed each price 
into the cash register. 

2 US, informal : to have the most important part in (some¬ 
thing) ■ Defense keyed the victory. 

key to \phrasal verb ] chiefly US 1 key (something) to (some¬ 
thing or someone) : to make (something) suitable for (a 
particular use or type of person) ■ I try to key my lectures 
to my audience. — often used as (be) keyed to ■ The educa¬ 
tional program is keyed to the needs of working women. 2 
key (something) to (something) : to change (something) in 
a way that is closely related to (something else) — usually 
used as (be) keyed to ■ The amount of money they receive is 
keyed to the rate of inflation. [=the amount increases or de¬ 
creases if the rate of inflation increases or decreases] ■ Di¬ 
ets are keyed to a person’s lifestyle and weight-loss goal. 

4 key noun, pi keys t 

1 [count] : a low island or reef 

2 the Keys : a group of small islands off the southern coast 
of Florida 

-compare x key 

1 key-board /*ki:,bo&d/ noun, pi -boards [count] 

1 a : a row or set of keys that are pushed to play a musical 
instrument (such as a piano) — sometimes used before an¬ 
other noun • The piano is a keyboard instrument, b : a mu¬ 
sical instrument that is played by means of a keyboard like 
that of a piano and that produces sounds electronically ■ She 
plays the keyboard. — often plural ■ She plays keyboards. 

2 : the set of keys that are used for a computer or typewriter 
— see picture at computer 



keyboard instruments 




2 keyboard verb -boards; -board-ed; board-ing : to enter 
(information) into a computer by using a keyboard [+ obj] 
keyboard [=key] a manuscript [no obj\ learning how to key¬ 
board 

- key-board-er noun, pi -ers [count] - keyboarding 

noun [noncount] • He is taking a class in keyboarding. 
key-board-ISt /'ki:,bo»dist/ noun, pi -ists [count]: a musi¬ 
cian who plays a keyboard (sense lb) 
key chain noun, pi ~ chains [count] : a device that is used 
to hold keys and that usually consists of a metal ring, a short 
chain, and a small decoration — called also key ring 


keyed up adj [more —• most ~] informal : excited or ner¬ 
vous ■ The students were all keyed up for the test. ■ I was too 
keyed up to sleep. 

key-hole /'ki:,houl/ noun, pi -holes [count]: the opening in 
a lock into which a key is placed — sae picture at door 
key lime noun, pi ~ limes [count] : a small lime that is 
grown especially in the Florida Keys ■ key lime pie [=a sweet 
pie that is usually made with key limes] 
key-note / , ki:,nout/ noun, pi -notes [count] : the most im¬ 
portant idea or part of something ■ Humor is the keynote of 
the play. 

keynote address noun, pi ~ -dresses [count] : the main 
speech given at a gathering (such as a political convention) ■ 
Many of the convention guests left after the keynote address. 

— called also keynote speech 

key-not-er /'ki:,nouW noun, pi -ers [count] : keynote 

SPEAKER 

keynote speaker noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a person who 
gives a keynote address • Senator Williams was the keynote 
speaker at the convention. — called also keynoter 
key-pad /'ki:,paed/ noun, pi -pads [count] : a set of keys or 
buttons for entering information into a calculator, tele¬ 
phone, etc. • a numeric keypad [=a set of keys or buttons that 
have numbers on them] — see picture at telephone 
key ring noun, pi ~ rings [count ]: key chain 
key-stone /'ki:,stoun/ noun, pi -stones [count] 

1 : a large stone at the top of an arch that locks the other 
stones in place 

2 : something on which other things depend for support ■ 
Tourism is the city’s economic keystone. ■ the keystone of his 
faith 

key-stroke /'ki:,strouk/ noun, pi -strokes [count] : the act 
of pushing down a key on a keyboard ■ He deleted all of my 
work with a single keystroke. 

key-word /'ki:,w»d/ noun, pi -words [count] : a word that 
is used to find information in a piece of writing, in a comput¬ 
er document, or on the Internet ■ She typed the keywords 
“Medieval” and “medicine” into the search engine and 
pulled up a lot of results. ■ a keyword search of the database 
kg abbr kilogram 

KGB abbr -> KGB is the abbreviation of the Russian name 
for the former Soviet organization responsible for national 
security and for collecting information about other coun¬ 
tries or foreign groups. ■ a member of the KGB 
kha-ki /'kaeki, 'ka:ki/ noun, pi -kis 

1 [noncount] : a yellowish-brown cloth ■ a military uniform 
made of khaki — often used before another noun ■ khaki 
pants 

2 khakis [plural] : pants made of khaki ■ a pair of khakis 

3 [noncount] : a yellowish-brown color — see color picture 
on page C3 

kHz abbr kilohertz 

kib-butz /ki'buts/ noun, pi kib-bllt-zim /ki,but'si:m/ 
[count] : a farm in Israel on which a group of people live and 
work together 

ki-bitz /'kibats/ verb -bitz-es; -bitzed; -bitz-ing US, infor¬ 
mal 1 [no obj] : to talk to someone in a friendly and infor¬ 
mal way : chat ■ They sat around kibitzing about their chil¬ 
dren. 

2 : to watch other people and make unwanted comments 
about what they are doing [no obj] My uncle likes to kibitz 
when I play poker with my cousins. [+ obj] He likes to kibitz 
our poker games. 

- ki-bitz-er /'kibatsa-/ noun, pi -ers [count] • a kibitzer at a 
card game 

ki-bosh /'kai.ba:JV noun 

put the kibosh on informal : to stop or end (something) : to 
prevent (something) from happening or continuing ■ His 
mother put the kibosh on his smoking habit. [=his mother 
forced him to stop smoking] 

1 kick /'kik/ verb kicks; kicked; kick-ing 

1 a [+ obj] : to hit (someone or something) with your foot ■ 
The attacker kicked him in the stomach. ■ She lost her tem¬ 
per and kicked over the box. ■ He kicked the ball into the 
goal. • She kicked the ball to me. ■ The policeman kicked the 
door open, b : to move your leg or legs in the air or in wa¬ 
ter especially in a strong or forceful way [+ obj] The baby 
kicked his legs in the air. ■ The swimming instructor remind¬ 
ed the children to kick their legs as they swam, [no obj] The 
baby kicked with pleasure. ■ The boy kicked and screamed as 
his mother carried him out of the room. = The boy was car- 
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ried out of the room kicking and screaming. — often used 
figuratively ■ They told him he needed a computer, but he 
had to be dragged kicking and screaming into the 21st cen¬ 
tury. [=he had to be forced to stop doing things the old way 
and use a computer] 

2 [+ obj] sports : to score (a goal) by kicking a ball ■ He kicked 
the winning field goal. 

3 [+ obj) informal : to completely stop doing (something 
harmful to yourself) : to put an end to (a bad or dangerous 
habit) ■ When he was 25, he kicked his cocaine habit and 
went back to school. ■ I’ve been smoking for years, but this 
year I’m determined to kick the habit 

4 [no obj\ informal : to be full of life and energy — always 
used as (be) kicking ■ He’s almost 90 years old, but he ’s still 
kicking. ■ The movement is still alive and kicking. 

kick around [phrasal verb \ informal 1 kick around (a place) 
or kick around : to spend time in (a place) without having a 
goal or puipose : to wander around (a place) ■ After grad¬ 
uation, he kicked around Boston for a while, trying to de¬ 
cide what to do next. = After graduation, he kicked around 
for a while, trying to decide what to do next. 2 : to be ly¬ 
ing somewhere within a general area or place ■ I think I 
have a copy of that book kicking around [=lying around] 
somewhere in my house. 3 a : to be considered or dis¬ 
cussed in an informal way over a period of time ■ ITiese 
ideas have been kicking around for years, b kick around 
(something) or kick (something) around : to consider or 
talk about (ideas, plans, etc.) in an informal way ■ We 
should have a meeting to kick around some ideas about 
possible new products. 4 kick (someone) around or kick 
around (someone) : to treat (someone) in a very bad or un¬ 
fair way ■ He gets kicked around by his older brother. 
kick ass US, informal + impolite 1 : to succeed or win in a 
very impressive way ■ a lawyer who kicks ass in the court¬ 
room ■ Our team kicked ass in the soccer tournament. 2 
: to use force to achieve some puipose ■ If they don’t start 
answering my questions. I’m going to go over there and 
kick some ass. 3 kick someone’s ass a : to attack and 
iryure someone severely ■ Some drunk threatened to kick 
his ass. ■ He got his ass kicked by some drunk, b : to de¬ 
feat someone easily or completely ■ We got our asses kicked 
[=we lost badly] in the last game. — see also kick-ass 
kick back [phrasal verb] chiefly US, informal : to relax and 
enjoy yourself ■ After work, he likes to kick back and 
watch some TV. ■ I spent the weekend just kicking back, 
kick butt US, informal + sometimes impolite — used in the 
same ways as kick ass (above) ■ Our team kicked butt in the 
soccer tournament. ■ I’m going to go over there and kick 
some butt. • Some drunk threatened to kick his butt, 
kick in [phrasal verb] informal 1 : to begin to work or to 
have an effect ■ Once the heat kicks in, it will be a lot more 
comfortable in here. ■ waiting for the new law to kick in 2 
kick in (something) or kick (something) in US : to give (an 
amount of money) as your share : contribute ■ We each 
kicked in a few dollars for her gift. 
kick off [phrasal verb] 1 : to start play in a game (such as 
American football or soccer) by kicking the ball ■ Jones 
will kick off from the 30-yard line. — see also kickoff 2 
a kick off (something) or kick (something) off : to begin 
(something, such as a performance, an event, or a discus¬ 
sion) ■ ITie chairman’s speech will kick off the conference, 
b : to get started : begin ■ The conference kicked off with 
a speech by the chairman. ■ The game kicks off at 1:00. 3 
kick (someone) off (something) : to force (someone) to 
leave (a team or group) ■ ITie coach threatened to kick him 
off the team if he continued to be late for practice. 4 kick 
off (your shoes) or kick (your shoes) off : to remove (your 
shoes) by making a kicking motion ■ She kicked off her 
shoes and started to dance. 5 informal : to die ■ I was so 
sick that I felt like I might kick off at any time. 
kick out [phrasal verb] kick (someone) out or kick out (some¬ 
one) : to force (someone) to leave a place, group, school, 
etc. ■ He was/got kicked out [-thrown out] of the school 
when he was caught cheating again. ■ They threatened to 
kick him out (of the bar) if he didn’t stop annoying people. 
■ She kicked her husband out (of the house). 
kick (someone) upstairs informal : to promote (someone) 
to a higher but less powerful or important position ■ He 
was kicked upstairs , given a fancy title, and stripped of 
most of his power. 

kick the bucket informal + somewhat old-fashioned : to die • 
He inherited the house after his uncle kicked the bucket, 
kick up [phrasal verb] 1 kick up (something) or kick (some¬ 


thing) up : to cause (something) to rise upward ■ The car 
sped away, kicking up dirt and gravel. 2 informal a kick 
up (something) or kick (something) up : to cause (some¬ 
thing) to become stronger ■ The praise kicked up her confi¬ 
dence. ■ The intensity of the game got kicked up a notch 
when a fight broke out. b : to become stronger ■ ITie 
wind suddenly kicked up. 3 kick up (something) or kick 
(something) up informal: to cause (something) to happen • 
The high winds kicked up huge waves. ■ The service in the 
restaurant wasn’t very good, but we decided not to kick up 
a fuss/stink [=complain] about it. 
kick up your heels US, informal: to relax and enjoy your¬ 
self : to have a good and lively time ■ After exams were 
over, the students had a little time to kick up their heels, 
kick yourself informal : to blame or criticize yourself for 
something you have done ■ You’ve got to stop kicking your¬ 
self. It wasn’t your fault that the project failed. ■ He was 
kicking himself for having forgotten the meeting. ■ He 
could have kicked himself [=he was very angry at himself] 
when he realized that he had forgotten the meeting. 

2 kick noun, pi kicks [count] 

T"a : an act of hitting someone or something with your foot ■ 
He gave me a kick in the leg. ■ If you give the machine a little 
kick , it should start working again. : a sudden forceful move¬ 
ment with your foot ■ a karate kick b : an act of hitting a 
ball with your foot ■ a soccer kick ■ a long kick in football 

— see also corner kick, dropkick, free kick, penal¬ 
ty KICK, PLACEKICK 

2 a : a sudden forceful movement — usually singular ■ I felt 
the kick of the engine when it started. ■ ITie rifle has a power¬ 
ful kick, b informal: a quality that produces a sudden pow¬ 
erful effect — usually singular ■ ITie drink has a kick [=a 
strong effect from alcohol] to it. • chili with a kick [=a very 
hot and spicy flavor] 

3 informal : a feeling or source of pleasure ■ She gets a kick 
out of watching old movies. [=she enjoys watching old mov¬ 
ies] ■ I got a kick out of seeing her again. = Seeing her again 
was a kick. ■ We play for kicks [=for enjoyment], not for 
money. ■ He gets his kicks from embarrassing his team¬ 
mates. [=he enjoys embarrassing his teammates] 

4 informal — used with on to say that someone is doing a lot 
of something for usually a brief period of time ■ He’s been on 
a health-food kick lately. [=he has been eating a lot of health 
food lately] 

5 : an increase in speed at the end of the race ■ a runner who 
has a strong finishing kick 

a kick in the teeth informal : something that is very shock¬ 
ing and disappointing ■ Losing that game was a real kick in 
the teeth. 

kick—aSS /'kik,aes/ adj [more most ~] chiefly US, informal 

+ impolite 

1 : very tough and aggressive ■ a kick-ass career woman who 
is determined to get to the top ■ an executive with a kick-ass 
attitude/style 

2 : very good or impressive • a kick-ass stereo/movie/song 

— see also kick ass at ‘kick 

kick-back /'kik,baek/ noun, pi -backs [count] : an amount 
of money that is given to someone in return for providing 
help in a secret and dishonest business deal ■ Several compa¬ 
ny executives were accused of accepting kickbacks. 

kick-ball /'kik,ba:l/ noun [noncount] US : a game for chil¬ 
dren that is like baseball but that is played with a large rub¬ 
ber ball that is kicked instead of being hit with a bat 

kick-bOX-ing /'kik^arksuj/ noun [noncount] : a form of 
boxing in which fighters are allowed to kick each other with 
their bare feet 

kick-er /'kik^/ noun, pi -ers 

1 [count] : a person who kicks something; especially : a per¬ 
son who specializes in kicking the ball in a sport like Ameri¬ 
can football 

2 [singular] US, informal : a sudden and surprising occur¬ 
rence, remark, etc. ■ The real kicker came when the chair¬ 
man announced that he was quitting. 

kick-Off /'kik a a:f/ noun, pi -offs [count] 

1 : a kick that starts play in a game (such as American foot¬ 
ball or soccer) • a long kickoff ■ The kickoff (of the game) is at 
1:00. [=the game begins at 1:00] 

2 : the start of something ■ At his campaign kickoff, the sen¬ 
ator gave a passionate speech about combating poverty. ■ His 
speech marked the kickoff of his campaign. — see also kick 
offal ‘kick 

kick-stand /'kik.staend/ noun, pi -stands [count] : a metal 
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bar on a bicycle or motorcycle that swings down to hold it in 
an upright position when it is not in use 

kick-start /'kik.staa*/ verb -starts; -startled; -starting 

[+obj] 

1 : to start (a motorcycle) by pushing down on a lever with 
your foot 

2 a : to cause (something) to start quickly • Advertising can 
help to kick-start [-jump-start] a political campaign, b : to 
give new energy to (something) ■ a plan to kick-start [= jump- 
start ] the economy 

— kick-start noun, pi -starts [count\ ■ a plan to give the 
economy a kick-start 

1 kid /'kid/ noun, pi kids 

1 [count] informal a : a son or daughter : child ■ She has 
to leave early and pick up her kids at school. ■ He has a wife 
and two kids, b : a young person ■ I loved to play hopscotch 
when I was a kid. [=child] ■ I wish I could do something to 
help that poor kid. ■ I know he seems very mature, but he’s 
really still just a kid. [=he’s still very young] ■ a bunch of col¬ 
lege kids [=young people who are attending college] — 
sometimes used as a form of address ■ Hey, kidl ■ You’d bet¬ 
ter listen to me, kid , because I’m not going to say this twice. 

2 a [count] : a young goat b [noncount] : a soft leather 
made from the skin of a young goat ■ gloves made of kid ■ kid 
leather 

new kid on the block : someone who has recently joined a 
particular group ■ I was the new kid on the block, having 
just been hired the week before. 

— see also kid gloves 

2 kid adj, always used before a noun, chiefly US, informal 
: younger ■ my kid brother/sister [=my brother/sister who is 
younger than I am] 

3 kid verb kids; kid’ded; kid-ding informal 

1 : to speak to (someone) in a way that is not serious : to say 
things that are not true to (someone) in a joking way [+ obj] 
It’s the truth. I wouldn’t kid you about something so impor¬ 
tant. "I’m not kidding you when I say that this is one of the 
best meals I’ve ever eaten. ■ I panicked when he said the test 
was tomorrow, but then I realized he was just kidding me. ■ 
The test is tomorrow? You must be kidding met ■ “The test is 
tomorrow.” “Are you kidding me?!” “/ kid you not." [=1 am 
not kidding you] [no obj] Don’t be offended by what he said. 
He was just/only kidding. — often + around ■ I’m not really 
angry—I’m just kidding around. 

2 [+ obj\ : to make fun of (someone) in a friendly way 
: TEASE ■ We kidded her about her old car. 

3 [+ obj] : to say (something) in a joking way ■ “I might eat 
this whole pie by myself,” she kidded. ■ She kidded that she 
might eat the whole pie by herself. 

kid yourself: to fail to admit the truth to yourself : to de¬ 
ceive yourself ■ If you think he’ll help us, you’re just kid¬ 
ding yourself. ■ “I think he’ll help us if we ask him.” “Don’t 
kid yourself —he’s only interested in his own problems.” 
no kidding infonnal 1 — used to emphasize the truth of a 
statement ■ No kidding , the test is tomorrow. 2 — used to 
ask if a statement is really true ■ “The test is tomorrow.” 
"No kidding ?” 3 — used to show that you are surprised 
by or interested in what has been said. ■ “My brother got 
engaged last month.” "No kidding ! That’s great news!” — 
often used in an ironic way in response to a statement that 
is regarded as very obvious ■ “If we don’t start going faster, 
we’re not going to finish on time.” “Gee, no kidding." 

— kid-der noun, pi -ders [count] ■ He’s quite a kidder. [=he 
likes to kid around] 

kid-die also kid-dy /'kidi/ noun, pi -dies [count] informal 
: a young child ■ It’s a scary movie that might not be appro¬ 
priate for the kiddies. — often used before another noun ■ a 
kiddie movie [=a movie intended for small children] ■ a kid¬ 
die pool for the toddlers 

kid-do /'kidou/ noun, chiefly US, informal — used by an 
adult to speak to a young person ■ Pay attention to me, 
kiddo , or you’re going to get hurt! 

kid gloves noun 

with kid gloves : in a very gentle or careful way : with spe¬ 
cial care in order to avoid causing damage or offense ■ He’s 
very temperamental and needs to be treated with kid 
gloves. ■ School reform is a sensitive issue, and many politi¬ 
cians treat it with kid gloves. 

— kid-glove /'kid'gUv/ adj, always used before a noun ■ 
Many politicians give the issue the kid-glove treatment. 

kid-nap /'kid,nzep/ verb -naps; -napped also US -naped; 
-nap-ping also US -nap-ing [+ obj] : to take away (some¬ 


one) by force usually in order to keep the person as a prison¬ 
er and demand money for returning the person ■ She had 
been kidnapped (from her home). 

- kid-nap-per also US kid-nap-er noun, pi -nap-pers 
also US -nap-ers [count] ■ The kidnapper demanded one 
million dollars in ransom. — kidnapping also US kid¬ 
naping noun [noncount] He was found guilty of kidnap¬ 
ping. [count] There have been several recent kidnapping. 
kid-ney /'kidni/ noun, pi -neys [count] 

1 : either of two organs in your body that remove waste 
products from your blood and make urine • a patient with a 
damaged kidney — often used before another noun ■ kidney 
failure ■ a kidney transplant — see picture at human 

2 : an animal kidney used as food ■ steak and kidney pie 
kidney bean noun, pi ~ beans [count] : a type of large 

and dark red bean 

kidney Stone noun, pi ~ stones [count] medical ; a hard 
object like a small stone that sometimes forms in a kidney 
and that can cause great pain 
kid stuff or kid’s stuff noun [noncount] informal 

1 : something that is suited only for children ■ toys and other 
kid stuff 

2 : something that is very simple or easy ■ It’s time to cut out 
the kid’s stuff and get down to business. 

kike /'kaik/ noun, pi kikes [count] informal + offensive : a 
Jewish person The word kike is very offensive and should 
be avoided. 

1 kill /'kil/ verb kills; killed; kill-ing 

1 : to cause the death of (a person, animal, or plant) : to end 
the life of (someone or something) [+ obj] This poison kills 
rats. ■ The disease has killed thousands of people. ■ Three 
people were killed in the accident. ■ a chemical that kills 
weeds ■ In despair he threatened to kill himself. [=to commit 
suicide] ■ If he keeps working this hard, he’s going to kill 
himself. [=he’s going to have health problems that cause his 
death] — often used figuratively ■ My father will kill me [=he 
will be very angry] when he finds out that I dented the car. ■ 
I’ll finish this job If it kills me\ [=1 am very determined to fin¬ 
ish this job] ■ It wouldn’t kill you to help me clean up the 
kitchen. = Would it kill you to help me clean up the kitchen? 
[=you should help me clean up the kitchen] [no obj] Drunk 
driving kills. ■ a disease that can kill ■ I’ve never seen her so 
angry. If looks could kill, I’d be dead right now. [=she looked 
at me in a very angry way] — often used figuratively ■ I’d kill 
for hair like hers! [=1 wish I had hair like hers] 

2 [+ obj] : to cause the end of (something) ■ If she enters the 
contest, it will kill [^destroy] our chances of winning. ■ She 
took an aspirin to kill [=stop] her headache. ■ taking drugs to 
kill the pain ■ Despite protests, the mayor killed the program. 
■ The committee killed the bill. ■ This delay has killed our 
chances of finishing the project on schedule. ■ The editor de¬ 
cided to kill [=to not publish] the controversial news story. 

3 [+ obj] informal : to turn (something) off with a switch ■ 
She told him to kill the lights. ■ He killed [=shut off] the en¬ 
gine and got out of the car. 

4 [+ obj] informal : to spend (time) doing something while 
you are waiting ■ We killed time by reading magazines. ■ We 
have a couple of hours to kill before we board the plane. 

5 [+ obj] informal a : to cause (someone) to feel extreme 
pain or to suffer ■ My feet are killing me. [=my feet hurt veiy 
much] ■ Working these long hours is killing me. b : to make 
(someone) nervous or unhappy ■ I’m still waiting to hear if I 
got the job. The suspense is killing me. • It really kills me to 
think of how much money I could have made if I had invest¬ 
ed in that company. 

6 [+ obj] informal : to amuse or entertain (someone) very 
much ■ That guy kills me. [=1 think he’s very funny] ■ His 
jokes always kill me. ■ Her performance killed the audience. 
[=the audience loved her performance] 

7 [+ obj] informal : to drink (something) completely ■ He 
killed three beers in less than an hour. 

dressed to kill see dressed 
fit to kill see 'fit 

kill off [phrasal verb] kill off (something) or kill (something) 
off 1 : to kill all of (something) : to kill every one of (a 
group) ■ Scientists aren’t certain what killed off the dino¬ 
saurs. ■ She killed off her relatives to get the inheritance. 2 
: to remove (something) completely : to get rid of (some¬ 
thing) ■ The company has become so successful that it has 
killed off the competition. 

kill (someone) with kindness : to treat (someone) in a way 
that is too kind or helpful and that actually causes harm 




897 


kill • kindergarten 


kill the clock see ‘clock 

kill two birds with one stone : to achieve two things by do¬ 
ing a single action • We can kill two birds with one stone by 
dropping off the mail when we go the grocery store. 

2 kill noun, pi kills [count\ 

1 : an act of killing someone or something ■ The tiger has 
made several kills in this area. ■ The lion was moving in for 
the kill. [=was coming closer to another animal in order to 
kill it] — often used figuratively ■ Her political opponents 
believe that she can be defeated, and they are moving in for 
the kill. 

2 : an animal that has been killed ■ The lion was devouring 
its kill. [=the animal that it had killed] — see also roadkill 

1 kill-er /'kiW noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person or thing that kills someone or something • The 
police finally captured the killer. [=murderer\ ■ Heart disease 
is the leading killer of both men and women. ■ The chemical 
is used as a weed killer. 

2 informal : something that is very difficult ■ That exam was 
a (real) killer. = That sure was a killer of an exam. 

2 killer adj, always used before a noun, chiefly US 

1 : causing death or destruction • a killer tornado 

2 informal : very impressive or appealing ■ She has a killer 
smile. [=a veiy attractive smile] ■ a killer resume 

3 informal : very difficult ■ a killer exam 

killer app noun, pi ~ apps [count] : an extremely valuable 
or useful computer program 

killer bee noun, pi ~ bees [count]: a dangerous type of bee 
that is originally from Africa 

killer instinct noun, pi ~ -stincts [count] : a very strong 
desire to succeed or win • Her killer instincts have helped her 
become one of the top tennis players in the world, 
killer whale noun, pi ~ whales [count] : a black-and-white 
whale that kills and eats other animals (such as seals) — 
called also orca 

killing /'kiln]/ noun, pi -ings [count] 

1 : an act of killing someone or something ■ The oil spill is 
responsible for the killing of thousands of birds. • A series of 
horrific killings [=murders] have made headlines across the 
nation. — see also mercy killing 

2 informal : a large amount of money — usually singular ■ 
He made a killing in the stock market. 

kill-joy /'kil,cfeoi/ noun, pi -joys [count] disapproving : a per¬ 
son who spoils other people’s fun or enjoyment ■ I don’t want 
to sound like a killjoy, but shouldn’t we study tonight? 
kiln /'kiln/ noun, pi kilns [count] : an oven or furnace that is 
used for hardening, burning, or drying something (such as 
pottery) 

ki-lo /'ki:lou/ noun, pi -Ios [count] : kilogram 
kilo- /'kila/ combining form : thousand • kilogram ■ kilometer 
ki-lo-byte /'kite,bait/ noun, pi -bytes [count] : a unit of 
computer information equal to 1,024 bytes — abbr. KB\ 
compare gigabyte, megabyte 
ki-lo-gram /'kils.grzem/ noun, pi -grams [count ]: a unit of 
weight equal to 1 ,000 grams — abbr. kg 
ki-lo-hertz /'kita^^ts/ noun, pi -hertz [count] technical : a 
unit of frequency equal to 1,000 hertz ■ a frequency of 80 ki¬ 
lohertz — abbr. kHz 

kilo-li-ter ( US ) or Brit ki-IO’li-tre /'kilajiitay noun, pi -ters 
[count] : a unit for measuring the volume of a liquid or gas 
that is equal to 1,000 liters — abbr. kl 
ki-lo-me-ter (US) or Brit kl-lo-me-tre /ka'laimatas 
'kibimiiW noun, pi -ters [count] : a unit of length equal to 
1 ,000 meters — abbr. km 

kilo-watt /'ki^wcct/ noun, pi -watts [count] : a unit of elec¬ 
trical power equal to 1,000 watts — abbr. kW\ compare 
MEGAWATT 

kilowatt-hour noun, pi -hours [count] technical : a unit of 
work or energy equal to the amount produced by one kilo¬ 
watt in one hour — abbr. kWh 
kilt /'kilt/ noun, pi kilts [count] 

1 : a type of skirt traditionally worn by men in Scotland 

— see color picture on page Cl6 

2 : a woman’s skirt that resembles a Scottish kilt 

— kilt-ed /'kiltad/ adj ■ a kilted Scotsman 
kil-ter /'kiit^/ noun 

out of kilter or off kilter — used to describe something that 
is not in the exactly right position or condition, is not 
working in the usual or proper way, etc. • Unexpected ex¬ 
penses threw the budget out of kilter. ■ Our schedule has 
been knocked off kilter. — see also off-kilter 


ki-mo-no /ks'mounou/ noun, pi -nos [count] : a loose piece 
of clothing with wide sleeves that is traditionally worn on 
formal occasions in Japan — see color picture on page C16 
kin /'kin/ noun [plural] somewhat old-fashioned : a person’s 
relatives ■ They are her distant kin. • He and I are kin. [=we 
are related to each other] • Are you any kin fohim? [=are you 
related to him?] ■ He’s no kin to me. [=he is not related to me] 

— see also next of kin at 3 next 
kith and kin see kith 

1 kind /'kaind/ noun, pi kinds [count] : a group of people or 
things that belong together or have some shared quality : a 
particular type or variety of person or thing • hawks and oth¬ 
er birds of that kind ■ “What kind of (a) car do you drive?’’ 
“The same kind you drive.” ■ In this city, you’ll find many 
kinds of people. ■ Most people prefer to be with their own 
kind. [=with people who are like them] • I like to try different 
kinds of food. • I know he would never lie to me because he’s 
not that kind (of person). ■ She described the color as a kind 
of red. • I think he’s an accountant, financial adviser, or 
something of that kind. ■ Did you honestly think that I’d 
agree to do this? What kind of fool do you think I am? [=do 
you think that I am a fool?] ■ Boston is my kind of (a) town. 
[=1 like Boston] 

all kinds of 1 : a large number or variety of (things or peo¬ 
ple) : many ■ She reads all kinds of books. • He likes all 
kinds of sports. 2 chiefly US, informal : a large amount of 
(something) : plenty of (something) ■ There’s no hurry. We 
have all kinds of time to get ready. 
in kind 1 : in a way that is equal or very similar to what 
someone else has done for you ■ If you help me, I promise 
to return the favor in kind. [=1 promise to help you in the 
same way] 2 business : in goods or services rather than in 
money ■ payment in kind rather than in cash 
kind of informal : to some small degree : somewhat ■ It’s 
kind of cold in here. ■ I think he kind o/likes me. ■ I’m kind 
of worried. 

of a kind — used to say that people or things are the same or 
are very similar ■ John and his dad are two of a kind. [=they 
are very much alike] 

of the kind : like the person or thing mentioned ■ I’d like to 
go to a movie or a concert, or something of the kind. 
[=something like that] — often used in negative statements 
• He said I hung up on him, but I never did anything of the 
kind 1 . [=1 never hung up on him] ■ This technology is com¬ 
pletely new. I’ve never seen anything of the kind [=anything 
like it] before. ■ “He’s really pretty arrogant, isn’t he?” 
“He's nothing of the kind. [=he’s not arrogant at all] He’s a 
very friendly and helpful man.” ■ This technology is com¬ 
pletely new. Nothing of the kind [=nothing like it] has ever 
been seen before. 

one of a kind : a person or thing that is not like any other 
person or thing ■ I don’t know how we’ll ever replace Mary 
after she retires. She’s really one of a kind. 

2 kind adj kind-er; -est 

1 : having or showing a gentle nature and a desire to help 
others : wanting and liking to do good things and to bring 
happiness to others ■ A kind old woman took the cat in and 
nursed it back to health. ■ It was very kind of you to show me 
the way. ■ Thank you for your kind words. ■ a kind smile — 
often + to • My uncle has always been very kind to me. 

2 — used to say that something does not cause harm, is not 
harsh or unpleasant, etc.; usually + to • Old age has been very 
kind to her: she still looks great at 84. ■ a soap that is kind to 
your hands ■ The critics have not been kind to her latest nov¬ 
el. [=they have harshly criticized her latest novel] 

3 — used to make a formal request ■ Would you be kind 
enough to show me the way? = Would you be so kind as to 
show me the way? [=would you please show me the way?] 

kinda /'kainds/ — used in writing to represent the sound of 
the phrase kind of when it is spoken quickly ■ It’s kinda 
[-kind of] cold in here. [=it’s somewhat cold in here] The 
pronunciation represented by kinda is common in informal 
speech. The written form should be avoided except when 
trying to represent or record such speech, 
kin-der-gar-ten /'kinda-igaa'tfl/ noun, pi -tens [count, non¬ 
count] : a school or class for very young children In the 
U.S., children in kindergarten are usually about five years 
old. • My daughter is in kindergarten now; next fall she’ll en¬ 
ter the first grade. 

- kin-der-gart-ner /'kind^gaatn^/ or kin-der-gar-ten- 
er /■kind^gaa'tsna 1 / noun, pi -gart-ners or -gar-ten-ers 
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[count] US ■ All of the kindergartners [=children in kinder¬ 
garten] drew pictures of their favorite animals, 
kind-heart-ed Akamd'haaOd/ adj [more most ~]: hav¬ 
ing or showing a kind and gentle nature ■ A kindhearted 
neighbor offered to help. ■ a kindhearted gesture 

— kind*heart*ed-ness noun [noncount] 
kin-dle /'kind]/ verb kin-dles; kin-died; kin-dling 

1 a [+ obj] : to cause (a fire) to start burning ■ using dry twigs 
to kindle a fire b [no obj] : to begin burning ■ waiting for the 
fire to kindle 

2 [+ obj]: to cause the start of (something) ■ A trip to the mu¬ 
seum when she was a child kindled her interest in art. ■ The 
incident kindled a new national debate. 

kin-dling /'kindlirj/ noun [noncount] : dry twigs, pieces of 
paper, etc., that bum easily and are used to start a fire ■ a pile 
of kindling 

1 kind-ly /'kaindli/a*# kind-li-er; -est [also more most ~] 
: having or showing a gentle nature and a desire to help oth¬ 
ers : kind ■ A kindly woman helped him find his way home. ■ 
a kindly smile 

— kind-li-ness /'kaindlinas/ noun [noncount] 

2 kindly adv 

1 [more most ~] : in a kind way ■ She always treats ani¬ 
mals kindly. ■ They kindly offered to help us. 

2 — used to make a formal request ■ Would you kindly 
[== please ] pass the salt? — sometimes used in making a re¬ 
quest that is caused by annoyance ■ Would you kindly turn 
down the music? I’m trying to read. ■ Kindly leave me alone. 
look kindly on/upon : to approve of (something or some¬ 
one) ■ Many people do not look kindly on the government’s 
attempt to intervene in this matter. ■ He says that he will 
look kindly on any request you make. 

take kindly to : to willingly accept or approve of (someone 
or something) — usually used in negative statements ■ He 
does not take kindly to criticism. [=he does not like to be 
criticized] ■ She does not take kindly to people who tell her 
what to do. 

kind-ness /'kaindnas/ noun, pi -ness-es 

1 [noncount] : the quality or state of being kind ■ You should 
treat your elders with kindness and respect. = You should 
show kindness and respect to your elders. ■ They did it out of 
the kindness of their hearts. [=they did it because they are 
kind people and not because they wanted something in re¬ 
turn] — see also the milk of human kindness at 'milk 

2 [count] : a kind act ■ We thanked her for her many kind¬ 
nesses. ■ You would be doing me a great kindness if you 
agreed to help. 

kill (someone) with kindness see ‘kill 
1 kin-dred /'kindrad/ acfj, always used before a noun, formal 

1 : alike or similar ■ philosophy, political theory, and kindred 
topics ■ I believe she and I are kindred spirits/souls. 

2 : closely related ■ kindred tribes ■ German and English are 
kindred languages. 

2 kindred noun [plural] old-fashioned : a person’s relatives • 
He went out to sea, and never saw his kindred again, 
ki-net-ic /ka'netik/ acij : of or relating to the movement of 
physical objects ■ kinetic energy/theory ■ kinetic art [=art that 
has moving parts] 

kin-folk /'km,fouk/ noun [plural] old-fashioned : a person’s 
relatives : kin ■ He settled in the North, but most of his kin¬ 
folk remained in the South. 
king /'kin/ noun, pi kings 

1 : a male ruler of a country who usually inherits his posi¬ 
tion and rules for life [count] dethrone a king ■ He pledged 
his loyalty to the king and queen. ■ the reign of King James 
[noncount] He was crowned king. ■ He became king at a 
young age. 

2 a [count] : a boy or man who is highly respected and very 
successful or popular ■ an oil king ■ He’s widely regarded as 
the king of soul music, b [count] : a boy or man who is 
awarded the highest honor for an event or contest ■ He was 
voted king of the prom. ■ the homecoming king c : some¬ 
thing that is very powerful or that is considered better than 
all others [count] The lion is known as the king of the jungle. 
[noncount] It was a time when comedy was king. [=when 
comedy was the most important or popular form of enter¬ 
tainment] 

3 [count] : the most important piece in the game of chess • 
She won the game by checkmating his king. — see picture at 
CHESS 

4 [count] : a playing card that has a picture of a king and that 
is worth more than a queen ■ the king of hearts/spades/ 


clubs/diamonds — see picture at playing card 
fit for a king see 'fit 

king crab noun, pi ~ crabs [count] : a very large type of 
crab 

kina-dom /'kindam/ noun, pi -doms 

1 [count] : a country whose ruler is a king or queen ■ After 
Queen Mary I died, her half sister Elizabeth ruled the king¬ 
dom. • the Kingdom of Jordan — often used figuratively ■ He 
was one of the most successful planters in the cotton king¬ 
dom. ■ The office is his own private kingdom. 

2 [noncount] : the spiritual world of which God is king ■ the 
kingdom of God/heaven 

3 [count] : one of the three main divisions into which natural 
objects are classified ■ the animal/mineral/plant kingdom 

to kingdom come informal : to a state of complete destruc¬ 
tion ■ He took out his shotgun and threatened to blast/ 
blow them all to kingdom come. 
king-fish-er /'kii],fij>/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a type of 
brightly colored bird that has a long, thin bill and that catch¬ 
es fish by diving into water 
king-ly /'kirjli/ adj king-li-er; -est 

1 : of or relating to a king ■ a symbol of kingly authority/ 
power/rule 

2 : typical of or suited for a king ■ a kingly feast ■ They paid a 
kingly price/fortune for their new house. 

king-mak-er /'kii],meika\/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a power¬ 
ful person or group who influences decisions about who will 
become political candidates ■ the party’s kingmakers 
king-pin /'kii^pm/ noun, pi -pins [count] : a person who 
controls an organization or activity ■ kingpins of the movie 
industry ■ a mob kingpin [=a man who controls a gang of 
criminals] ■ a drug kingpin [=a man in charge of a large group 
of people who sell illegal drugri 
King’s Counsel noun, pi ~ -sels [count] Brit: a barrister 
who is chosen to represent the British royal family in a court 
of law — used when Britain is ruled by a king; abbr. KC 
king’s evidence noun 

turn king’s evidence Brit, law — used with the same mean¬ 
ing as turn queen’s evidence when Britain is ruled by a king; 
see QUEEN’S EVIDENCE 

king-ship /'kujjip/ noun [noncount]: the position of a king 
■ fie has all the traits required for kingship. 
king-size /'kii^saiz/ or king—sized /'kig,saizd/ adj 

1 : extremely large ■ a king-size sandwich ■ people with king- 
sized appetites 

2 US, of a bed : having a size of 76 inches by 80 inches (about 
1.9 by 2.0 meters) —compare full-size, queen-size, 
twin-size 

king’s ransom noun [singular] informal : a very large 
amount of money ■ We paid a king’s ransom for that car. 
kink /'kirjk/ noun, pi kinks [count] 

1 : a tight bend or curl in something (such as a rope or hose) 

— usually + in • There was a kink in the chain. 

2 chiefly US : a pain especially in your neck or back that is 
caused by tight muscles — usually + in ■ I woke up on the 
bus with a kink [=crick] in my neck. 

3 : a small problem or flaw — usually plural ■ We just in¬ 
stalled a new computer program, and we’re still working/ 
ironing out the kinks. [=trying to fix the problems] 

4 : a strange or unusual part of someone’s personality ■ Ev¬ 
eryone’s personality has a few kinks. [=quirks] 

— kink verb kinks; kinked; kink-ing [+ obj] Kink the 
hose, [no obj] My hair kinks when it rains. 

kinky /'kigki/ adj kink-i-er, -est 

1 of hair : having many tight bends or curls 

2 informal : involving or liking unusual sexual behavior ■ 
kinky sex toys ■ a kinky fantasy ■ She says her boyfriend is a 
little kinky. 

— kink-i-ness noun [noncount] 

kins-folk /'kinz,fouk/ noun [plural] somewhat old-jashioned 
: kinfolk ■ returning home to her kinsfolk 
kin-Ship /'kmjip/ noun 

1 [noncount] : the state of being related to the people in your 
family ■ the bonds of kinship 

2 : a feeling of being close or connected to other people 
[singular] He feels a strong kinship with other survivors of 
the war. [noncount] feelings of kinship between the team’s 
players and their fans 

kins-man /'kinzman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] formal 
+ old-jashioned : a male relative ■ honoring a dead kinsman 
kins-wom-an /'kinz,wuman/ noun, pi -wom-en /-,wiman/ 
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[count] formal + old-fashioned : a female relative ■ writing a 
biography of his famous kinswoman 
ki'OSk /'ki:,ask/ noun, pi -osks [count] 

1 : a small store in a building or on the street where things 
(such as newspapers or candy) are sold • She sells souvenirs 
at a kiosk in the mall. 

2 : a small structure that provides information and services 
on a computer screen ■ You can pick up your plane tickets at 
one of the airport’s kiosks. 

1 kip /'kip/ noun, Brit, informal: 2 sleep [noncount] Try to get 
a bit of kip. [singular] She went home and had a kip. [=nap] 

2 kip verb kips; kip-ped; kip-ping [no obj\ Brit, informal 
: ‘sleep • Can I kip here tonight? — often + down ■ We 
kipped down at a hotel. 

kip*per /'kipa*/ noun, pi -pers [count] chiefly Brit : a herring 
that has been preserved with salt and then smoked 

— kip-pered /'kiperd/ adj ■ a kippered herring 
kirk /'ka4c/ noun, pi kirks 

1 [count] Scotland : church 

2 the Kirk : the national church of Scotland ■ an elder of the 
Kirk 

kis-met /'kiz,met//iow/j [noncount]: a power that is believed 
to control what happens in the future : fate ■ When we first 
met each other, we knew it must have been kismet (that 
brought us together). 

1 kiss /'kis/ verb kiss-es; kissed; kiss-ing 

1 a : to touch (someone) with your lips as a greeting or as a 
way of showing love or sexual attraction [+ obj] He kissed 
her on the cheek. = He kissed her cheek. ■ They kissed each 
other passionately. ■ She kissed him good night/goodbye. 
[no obj] I’ll never forget the night we first kissed, b [+ obj] 
: to touch (something) with your lips ■ When he got off the 
plane he knelt down and kissed the ground. 

2 [+ obj] : to touch (something) gently or lightly ■ The tree’s 
branches kissed the ground below. 

kiss and make up informal : to become friendly again after 
a fight or disagreement • It’s time for the mayor and the 
police chief to kiss and make up. 
kiss and tell : to tell people about the private details of your 
romantic relationships ■ I never kiss and tell, 
kiss ass US, informal + impolite 1 or kiss someone’s ass 
or Brit kiss someone’s arse : to be nice to people in or¬ 
der to make them like you or give something to you ■ He 
says he doesn’t want a promotion if he has to kiss ass to get 
it. 2 kiss my ass — used to show that you are angry at 
someone ■ He told me to leave, and I told him he could kiss 
my ass'. 

kiss off [phrasal verb] informal 1 impolite — used in angry 
speech to tell someone to leave and stop bothering you ■ 
She told me to kiss off when I asked her to dance. 2 kiss 
(someone or something) off or kiss off (someone or some¬ 
thing) : to reject or ignore (someone or something) in a ca¬ 
sual or careless way • My boss kissed off my ideas for a new 
product. 3 kiss (something) off or kiss off (something) 
: to accept the fact that you have lost or will never get 
(something) ■ You can kiss off [-give up on] any hope of get¬ 
ting tickets to the game. — see also kiss-off 
kiss (something) goodbye informal : to accept the fact 
that you have lost or will never get something ■ They can 
kiss their vacation plans goodbye now. [=their vacation 
plans are now ruined] • If you don’t start working harder, 
you can kiss that promotion goodbye, [-you won’t be get¬ 
ting that promotion! 

kiss up to [phrasal verb] kiss up to (someone) US, informal + 
disapproving: to try to make (someone) like you ■ She is al¬ 
ways kissing up to [=suc/dng up to] the boss. 

— kiss-able /'kisabal/ adj [more —; most —] ■ soft, kissable 
lips 

2 kiss noun, pi kisses [count] : the act of kissing someone or 
something ■ He gave her a kiss on the cheek. ■ She greeted 
him with a hug and a kiss. • a tender/gentle/passionate kiss 

— see also french kiss 

blow (someone) a kiss : to kiss the palm of your hand, put 
your hand flat in front of your mouth, and then blow on it 
toward (someone) ■ She blew me a kiss and waved goodbye. 
throw (someone) a kiss : to kiss the palm of your hand 
and move your hand quickly away from your mouth in a 
waving motion toward (someone) 
kiss—and—tell /'kisnd'tel/ adj, always used before a noun 
: telling private details about romantic relationships ■ an ac¬ 
tress who has written a kiss-and-tell book about the men she 
knew in her youth ■ a kiss-and-tell biography 


kiss-er /'kisa-/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who kisses • He’s a great kisser. [=he is very good 
at kissing] 

2 old-fashioned slang : mouth ■ Punch him in the kisser. 
kissing cousin noun, pi ~ -ins [count] old-fashioned : a 

person and especially a relative who you know well enough 
to kiss in a formal way when you meet — often used figura¬ 
tively to describe two things that are similar or closely relat¬ 
ed • He says politics and show business are kissing cousins. 
kiss Of death noun [singular] : something that causes 
something to fail or be ruined — usually used with the • Bad 
reviews can be the kiss of death for a new movie, 
kiss—Off /'kis.a:f/ noun, pi -offs [count] chiefly US, informal 
: a quick and rude way of telling someone to go away ■ The 
song is a kiss-off to his ex-girlfriend. — see also kiss off at 
‘kiss 

kiSS Of life noun 

the kiss of life Brit: mouth-to-mouth resuscitation 
1 kit /'kit/ noun, pi kits 

1 [count] : a set of tools or supplies that a person uses for a 
particular purpose or activity ■ a makeup kit • shaving/sew¬ 
ing kits • an electrician’s tool kit — see also DRUM KIT 

2 [count]: a set of parts that are put together to build some¬ 
thing ■ He built the shed from a kit. • We bought some gold¬ 
fish and an aquarium starter kit [=a set of things needed to 
set up an aquarium] 

3 [count] : a collection of written materials about a particu¬ 
lar subject ■ a tourist information kit — see also press kit 

4 [noncount] Brit : clothing or equipment used for a particu¬ 
lar purpose ■ The team wore their new kit. • cricket/football/ 
sports kit 

first aid kit see first aid 

get/take your kit off Brit, informal: to take off your clothes 
■ She agreed to get her kit off for the photos. 
the whole (kit and) caboodle see caboodle 
2 kit verb kits; kit-ted; kit-ting 

kit out/up [phrasal verb] kit out/up (someone or something) 
or kit (someone or something) out/up Brit : to give (some¬ 
one or something) the clothing or equipment needed for a 
particular activity — usually used as (be) kitted out/up • 
The team was kitted out in new uniforms. ■ The room was 
kitted out with balloons and decorations for the party. 
kitch»en /'kitfan/ noun, pi -ens [count] : a room in which 
food is cooked ■ She wants a house with a large kitchen. — 
often used before another noun • kitchen counters/cabinets/ 
chairs ■ They sat down at the kitchen table. ■ When he goes 
on vacation he takes along everything but the kitchen sink. 
[=an extremely large number of things] — see picture on 
next page; see also soup kitchen 
kitch-en-ette /.kitj'a'net/ noun, pi -ettes [count] : a small 
kitchen or a part of a room where food is cooked ■ a hotel 
room with a kitchenette 

kitchen garden noun, pi ~~ -dens [count] chiefly Brit : a 
garden where you grow fruits and vegetables for your own 
use 

kitchen paper noun [noncount] Brit : soft paper that is 
used for cleaning, wiping up liquid, etc. ■ a roll of kitchen pa¬ 
per [-(US) paper towels] — called also (Brit) kitchen roll. 
C Brit ) kitchen towel 
kite /'kait/ noun, pi kites [count] 

1 : a toy that is made of a light frame covered with cloth, pa¬ 
per, or plastic and that is flown in the air at the end of a long 
string • The children were flying kites. 

2 : a type of hawk that has long, narrow wings 

as high as a kite informal : greatly affected by alcohol or 
drugs : very drunk or intoxicated ■ The driver was as high 
as a kite. 

go fly a kite US, informal + old-fashioned — used to tell 
someone who is bothering you to go away ■ When I asked 
her what was wrong, she told me to go fly a kite. 
kith /'ki0/ noun 

kith and kin old-fashioned : friends and relatives ■ They in¬ 
vited all their kith and kin to their new home, 
kitsch /■kin’/ noun [noncount] : things (such as movies or 
works of art) that are of low quality and that many people 
find amusing and enjoyable ■ The restaurant is decorated 
with 1950s furniture and kitsch from old TV shows. 

— kitschy /'kitfi/ adj kitsch-i-er; -est ■ kitschy horror films 
kit-ten /'kitn/ noun, pi -tens [count] : a young cat 
have kittens Brit, informal : to become very nervous or up¬ 
set about something ■ They had kittens when they saw the 
mess we made. 



kitchen 
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dish towel ( US), microwave oven, 

tea towel [chiefly Brit) microwave 


kettle, 

teakettle ( US) 


dish detergent [US), 
washing-up liquid [Brit) 


coffeemaker, 

coffee machine [Brit) 


freezer 



burner [chiefly US), , 

ring [Brit) range {US), cutting board (L/S), 

stove {chiefly US), chopping board {chiefly Brit) 
cooker [Brit) 


refrigerator, 

fridge 
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kit-ten-ish /'kitniJV adj [more most ~]: cute and playful 

in a way that attracts attention ■ kittenish young women 
kit-ty /'kiti/ noun, pi -ties [count] 

1 informal: a cat or kitten ■ Come here, kitty, kitty. 

2 : the amount of money that can be won in a card game and 
that is made up of all the bets added together 

3 : an amount of money that has been collected from many 
people for some purpose ■ She had a $10 million kitty for her 
campaign. 

kit-ty—COr-ner / l kiti|koa<nay adv, US — used to describe 
two things that are located across from each other on oppo¬ 
site corners ■ The store is kitty-comer from the park, 
ki-wi / , ki:,wi:/ noun, pi -wis [count] 

1 Kiwi informal : a person who lives in or is from New 
Zealand 

2 : a bird from New Zealand that cannot fly and that has a 
long bill 

3 : kiwifruit 

ki-wi-fruit / l ki:,wi:,fru:t/ noun, pi kiwifruit or kiwifruits 

[count, noncount] : a small fruit that has green flesh, black 
seeds, and brown, hairy skin — see color picture on page C5 
KJV abbr King James Version The King James Version is 
the version of the Christian Bible that is used for quotations 
in this dictionary. 

KKK abbr Ku Klux Klan 
kl abbr kiloliter 
Klan /'klsen/ noun 

the Klan : ku klux klan ■ a member of the Klan ■ a Klan 
rally 

Klans-man /'klaenzman/ noun, pi Klans-men [count] : a 
member of the Ku Klux Klan 

Klee*nex /'kli:,ncks/ trademark — used for a paper tissue 
(sense 1) 

klep-tO*ma-nia /.klepta'meinija/ noun [noncount] : a men¬ 
tal illness in which you have a strong desire to steal things 

— klep-to-ma-ni-ac ^klcpta'meinusek/ noun, pi -acs 
[count] 

kludge or kluge /'kluicfe/ noun, pi kludg-es or klug-es 

[count] : an awkward or inferior computer system or pro¬ 
gram that is created quickly to solve a problem 

- kludgy also kludgey /'klu:cfei/ adj kludg-i-er; -est ■ a 
kludgy computer system 

klutz /'kbits/ noun, pi klutz-es [count] chiefly US, informal 
: a person who often drops things, falls down, etc.: a clumsy 
person • I’m a complete Idult on the dance floor. 

- klutzy /'klAtsi/ adj klutz*i-er; -est 
km abbr kilometer 

knack /'naek/ noun [singular] : an ability, talent, or special 
skill needed to do something — usually + for or of ■ They 
have a knack for telling interesting stories. ■ Once you get the 
knack of riding a bicycle [=once you learn how to ride a bicy¬ 
cle], you’ll never lose it. 

knack-ered /'naeka-d/ adj [more most —] Brit, informal 
: very tired or exhausted ■ She was too knackered to join 
them for dinner. 

knap-sack /'naep,saek/ noun, pi -sacks [count] chiefly US 
: BACKPACK 

knave /'neiv/ noun, pi knaves [count] old-fashioned 

1 : a dishonest man ■ fools and knaves 

2 : a playing card that ranks below a queen and above a 10 
: jack • the knave of hearts 

— knav-ish /'neivij/ adj [more most ~] ■ a knavish trick 
knead /'ni:d/ verb kneads; knead-ed; knead-ing 1+ obj] 

1 : to prepare (dough) by pressing a mixture of flour, water, 
etc., with your hands ■ Knead the dough until it is smooth. 

2 : to press and squeeze (a person’s muscles) with your 
hands ■ He kneaded [=massaged] the muscles in my neck. 

1 knee /'ni:/ noun, pi knees [count] 

1 : the joint that bends at the middle of your leg ■ I fell down 
and hurt my knee. ■ She suffered a serious knee injury. ■ His 
knees trembled/shook with fear. ■ She dropped/fell/sank to 
her knees [=she knelt down] and begged for forgiveness. = 
She got down on her knees and begged for forgiveness. ■ He 
got/went down on one knee and proposed to her. ■ If you 
want to clean the floor properly, you have to get down on 
your (hands and) knees [=you have to kneel down on the 
floor] and start scrubbing. — see picture at HUMAN 

2 : the upper part of your leg when you are sitting ■ His little 
granddaughter sat on his knee. 

3 : the part that covers the knee on a pair of pants ■ Her 
jeans had holes at the knees. 


4 : a forceful hit with a bent knee ■ She gave him a knee to 
the stomach. [=she kneed him in the stomach] 
bring (someone) to his/her knees : to completely defeat 
or overwhelm (someone) ■ The general vowed he would 
bring the enemy to their knees. — often used figuratively ■ 
The increase in oil prices could bring the economy to its 
knees. [=it could greatly hurt the economy] 
learn (something) at your mother’s knee : to learn (some¬ 
thing) when you are very young ■ I learned to speak 
French at my mother’s knee, 
on bended knee/knees see ‘bend 
weak at/in the knees see weak 

- see also BEE’S KNEES 

2 knee verb knees; kneed; knee-lng [+ obj] : to hit (a per¬ 
son) with your knee ■ His attacker kneed him in the stomach. 
1 knee-cap /'ni^ksep/ noun, pi -caps [count] : a flat bone on 
the front of your knee — called also patella ; see picture at 
HUMAN 

2 kneecap verb -caps; -capped; -cap-ping [+ obj] : to 
shoot or break the knee of (someone) as a form of attack or 
punishment ■ They kneecapped one of the hostages. 

knee-deep /'nii'dkp/ adj 

1 : reaching as high as your knees ■ The car was stuck in 
knee-deep snow. 

2 : standing in something that reaches your knees — usually 
+ in ■ We were knee-deep in snow. — often used figuratively ■ 
We were knee-deep in work. [=we were very busy] 

— knee—deep adv ■ We stood knee-deep in snow, 
knee-high /'nii'hai/ adj : reaching as high as your knees ■ 

knee-high boots ■ The grass is knee-high. ■ ( informal) I haven’t 
seen you since you were knee-high to a grasshopper. [=since 
you were very young and small] 
knee-jerk /'niiicfeak/ adj, always used before a noun [more 
most ~] 

1 : occurring quickly and without thought • It was a knee- 
jerk [= automatic] reaction. 

2 disapproving : often reacting quickly and without thought 
■ He said that they were just a bunch of knee-jerk liberals. 

kneel /'ni:l/ verb kneels; knelt /'nclt/ also chiefly US 
kneeled; kneel-ing [no obj] : to move your body so that 
one or both of your knees are on the floor ■ The prisoner was 
ordered to kneel (down) before the king. : to be in a position 
in which both of your knees are on the floor • She was kneel¬ 
ing on the floor beside her child. • He was kneeling in front of 
the altar and praying. — see picture at position 
knee—length /'ni:,legk0/ adj, of clothing : reaching the 
knees ■ a knee-length skirt ■ knee-length socks 
knee-slap-per / , ni:,slaep3 1 / noun, pi -pers [count] US, in¬ 
formal : a very funny joke or story ■ That’s a real knee- 
slapper. 

knee sock noun, pi ~ socks [count] chiefly US : a sock 
that reaches your knee — see color picture on page Cl3 
knees—up /'ni:z,Ap/ noun, pi -ups [count] Brit, informal : a 
noisy party usually with dancing ■ We had a knees-up to cele¬ 
brate his retirement. 

knell /'nc 1/ noun, pi knells [count] literary : a sound of a bell 
when it is rung slowly because someone has died 4- A death 
knell is a sign or indication that something will fail or end 
soon. ■ The mistake was the death knell for his campaign. ■ 
Many people thought that the Internet would sound/ring/toll 
the death knell for newspapers. [=cause the end of newspa¬ 
pers] 

knelt past tense and past participle of KNEEL 
knew past tense of' know 

knick-er-bock-ers /'mkjrjbaik^z/ noun [plural] Brit 
l KNICKERS 1 

knick-ers /'nika'z/ noun [plural] 

1 US : loose-fitting pants that reach just below the knee — 
called also (Brit) knickerbockers 

2 Brit : panties 

get your knickers in a twist Brit, informal : to become up¬ 
set about something that is not very important ■ Don’t get 
your knickers in a twist: I’ll be ready in a minute! 
knick-knack /'nik,naek/ noun, pi -knacks [count] : a small 
object used for decoration ■ The shelves were filled with 
knickknacks. 

1 knife /'naif/ noun, pi knives /'naivz/ [count] : a usually 
sharp blade attached to a handle that is used for cutting or as 
a weapon ■ Each dinner guest gets two forks, a knife , and a 
spoon. ■ He pulled/drew a knife on me and threatened to stab 
me with it. — see picture at place setting; see also but- 
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TER KNIFE, CARVING KNIFE, PALETTE KNIFE, PARING 
KNIFE, STEAK KNIFE, UTILITY KNIFE 
like a (hot) knife through butter informal : very quickly 
and easily ■ The bill passed through the senate like a hot 
knife through butter. 

the knives are out (for someone) — used to say that peo¬ 
ple are ready to blame or punish someone for something 
often in a way that is unfair ■ They lost yet another impor¬ 
tant game, and now the knives are out for their coach. 
twist/turn the knife (in the wound) informal : to say or do 
things that cause more pain to someone who is already suf¬ 
fering ■ Any more cuts in government aid to these poor 
people will be twisting the knife in the wound, 
under the knife informal : having a medical operation • I’m 
going under the knife [=having surgery] tomorrow. 

2 knife verb knifes; knifed; knif-ing 

1 [+ obj \: to injure (someone) with a knife ■ He died after be¬ 
ing knifed in the chest. 

2 [no obj\ : to move easily and quickly like a knife cutting 
through something • ships knifing through the waves 

knife-edge /'naif.etfe/ noun [singular] : something that is 
very narrow or sharp ■ The path was a knife-edge on the side 
of a steep hill. 

on a/the knife-edge : in a dangerous or important situation 
in which two very different results are possible ■ a region 
resting on a knife-edge after several wars ■ The election re¬ 
sults hung on a knife-edge. ■ living on the knife-edge of pov¬ 
erty 

knife*pOint / , naif,pomt/ noun 
at knifepoint — used to describe a situation in which some¬ 
one is being threatened by a person with a knife ■ They 
were robbed at knifepoint. [=someone robbed them while 
threatening them with a knife] 

1 knight /*nait/ noun, pi knights [count] 

1 : a soldier in the past who had a high social rank and who 
fought while riding a horse and usually wearing armor 

2 : a man who is given a special honor and the title of Sir by 
the king or queen of England ■ He was made/dubbed a 
knight. 

3 : a chess piece shaped like a horse’s head — see picture at 
CHESS 

knight in shining armor 1 : a man who behaves in a very 
brave way ■ The firefighter who rescued us was our knight 
in shining armor. 2 : a man who is the perfect romantic 
partner for a woman ■ She is still waiting for her knight in 
shining armor. 

— see also WHITE KNIGHT 

— knighMy /'naitli/ adj [more —; most ~] ■ knightly adven¬ 
tures/quests 

2 knight verb knights; knight«ed; knight-ing [+ obj] : to 
give (a man) the rank of a knight ■ He is to be knighted by the 
Queen for his career as an actor, 
knight—er* rant Aiaitferant/ noun, pi knights—errant 
[count] : a knight who traveled in search of adventures in the 
Middle Ages 

knight'hood /'nait,hud/ noun, pi -hoods : the rank or ti¬ 
tle of a knight [count] The Queen awaided a knighthood to 
the famous actor, [noncount] For their bravery, they were 
rewarded with knighthood. 

1 knit /'nit/ verb knits; knit or knit-ted; kniMing 

1 : to make (a piece of clothing) from yam or thread by us¬ 
ing long needles or a special machine [+ obj] She knit a 
sweater for me. = She knit/knitted me a sweater, [no obj] He 
likes to knit. 

2 [+ obj] a : to closely join or combine (things or people) • 
Her novels knit (together) science and fantasy. ■ a style that 
knits together material from many different sources b : to 
form (something) by bringing people or things together • a 
town knitjknitted together by farming — see also close- 
knit, TIGHT-KNIT 

3 [no obj] of a bone : to grow together and heal after being 
broken ■ It will take some time for the broken bones to knit 
0 together ). 

knit your brow/brows : to move your eyebrows together in 
a way that shows that you are thinking about something or 
are worried, angry, etc. ■ She knit her brow and asked what 
I was doing. 

— knit or knitted adj ■ a red knit shirt ■ a knitted blouse ■ 
closely knit communities [=communities in which people 
care about each other very much] - a knitted cap — knit¬ 
ter noun, pi -ters [count] ■ She is a very talented knitter. 

2 knit noun, pi knits [count] : a piece of clothing that has been 


made by knitting ■ cotton knits 
knitting noun 

1 [noncount] : the action or process of knitting clothing ■ She 
enjoys knitting. 

2 [singular] : materials that are being used by someone who 
is knitting ■ She keeps her knitting in the closet. 

knitting needle noun, pi needles [count] : one of two 
or more long, thin, usually metal or plastic sticks that are 
pointed at one end and used for knitting — see picture at 
SEWING 

knit*Wear /'mtjWeay noun [noncount] : knitted clothing ■ a 
few pieces of knitwear 
knives plural of 1 knife 
knob /'na:b/ noun, pi knobs [count] 

1 : a round switch on a television, radio, etc. ■ The left knob 
[ =dial ] controls the volume. 

2 : a round handle on a door, drawer, etc. ■ The knob [-door¬ 
knob] is stuck and I can’t open the door! ■ a carved walking 
stick with a silver knob 

3 chiefly Brit : a small lump or piece of something • a knob of 
butter/coal 

4 Brit, informal + impolite : penis 

with knobs on Brit, informal: with extra things added ■ The 
movie is just an ordinary thriller with knobs on. 



knob*bly /'nccbli/ adj knob*bli*er; -est chiefly Brit 
: knobby ■ a knobbly mattress ■ knobbly knees 
knob*by /'ncubi/ adj knob*bl*er; -est chiefly US 

1 : covered with small bumps * knobby tires ■ a knobby mat¬ 
tress 

2 : forming hard rounded lumps ■ knobby knees 

1 knock /'na:k/ verb knocks; knocked; knocking 

1 [no obj] : to hit something (such as a door) with the knuck¬ 
les of your hand or with a hard object (such as a knocker) in 
order to get people’s attention ■ I heard someone knocking 
(at the door). — usually + on ■ I knocJced on the door but no 
one answered. * He knocked on the table to call the meeting 
to order. ■ Campaign workers have been knocking on doors 
throughout the neighborhood. [=have been going to each 
house or apartment in the neighborhood to talk with the 
people who live there] — sometimes used figuratively ■ a tal¬ 
ented young singer who is knocking on the door of success 
[=who is very close to achieving success] 

2 always followed by an adverb, adjective, or preposition [+ 
obj] : to hit (something or someone) in a forceful way ■ The 
ball knocked him on the chin. • knock one stick against an¬ 
other = knock two sticks together ■ She knocked the glass 
from his hand. ■ He knocked the baseball over the fence. ■ 
The ball hit him in the mouth and knocked out one of his 
teeth. ■ The wind knocked him backwards. ■ The wind almost 
knocked him off his feet. = The wind almost knocJced him to 
the ground. [=the wind hit him so hard that he almost fell to 
the ground! ■ The collision knocked him unconscious/sense¬ 
less. [=caused him to become unconscious] ■ The collision 
knocked him flying. [=sent him flying through the air] 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to touch or hit 
someone or something in a way that is not planned or in¬ 
tended [no obj] The dog knocJced against the lamp. ■ My 
knee accidentally knocJced against the table. ■ Skaters were 
knocking into each other all over the ice. ■ I kept knocking 
against him during the bumpy ride. = He and I kept knocking 
together during the bumpy ride. [+ obj] I accidentally 
knocJced my knee against the table. 

4 [+ obj] : to make (something, such as a hole) by hitting 
something ■ He used a hammer to knock a hole in the wall. 

5 [+ obj] informal : to criticize (someone or something) ■ He’s 
always knocicing the government. ■ Don’t knock ft until 
you’ve tried ft. [=wait until you try something before criticiz¬ 
ing it] 

6 [no obj] : to produce a repeated loud noise ■ The engine 
was knocking. ■ The pipes were knocking. 
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heart is knocking informal If your heart is knocking it is 
beating very hard, usually because you are nervous or ex¬ 
cited. ■ His heart was knocking in his chest. 

knees are knocking informal If your knees are knocking 
they are shaking because you are nervous or afraid. • Her 
knees were knocking in terror. 

knock around also Brit knock about \phrasal verb ] informal 

1 a knock around/about (a place) or knock around/about 
: to spend time in (a place) without having a goal or pur¬ 
pose : to wander around (a place) ■ He spent the summer 
knocking around (in) Europe, b knock around/about with 
(someone) Brit: to spend time with (another person) ■ She 
was knocking around [= hanging around] with her brother. 

2 a : to be considered or discussed in an informal way 
over a period of time ■ These ideas have been knocking 
around [-kicking around] for years, b knock around 
(something) or knock (something) around : to consider or 
talk about (ideas, plans, etc.) in an informal way • We 
knocked the plan around for a while before we came to an 
agreement. • They knocked around several possible names 
for the new car. 3 knock (someone) around/about : to 
beat or hit (someone) badly or repeatedly ■ The boy was 
getting knocked around by bullies. — often used figura¬ 
tively • I really got knocked around at the last staff meeting. 
4 chiefly Brit : to be lying somewhere within a general area 
or place ■ That jacket is knocking about/around here some¬ 
where. 

knock back informal 1 knock (something) back or knock 
back (something) : to drink or swallow (an alcoholic 
drink) quickly ■ He stopped at a bar after work to knock 
back a few beers. 2 knock (someone) back : to cost 
(someone) a lot of money ■ That car must have knocked 
you back quite a bit. [=you must have spent a lot of money 
on that car] 

knock down [phrasal verb] 1 knock (someone or some¬ 
thing) down or knock down (someone or something) a 
: to cause (someone or something) to fall to the ground ■ 
He hit him on the chin and knocked him down. ■ The storm 
knocked down [= knocked over] several big trees. ■ Rowdy 
fans knocked down the fence. ■ We’re planning to knock 
down [-remove, demolish] a wall to create a bigger room, 
b Brit : to hit and injure or kill (a person or animal) with a 
vehicle - She was knocked down [=(Brit ) knocked over , (US) 
hit 1 by a car while crossing the street. 2 informal a 
knock (something) down or knock down (something) : to 
reduce or lower (a price, an amount, etc.) ■ They knocked 
down the price of the house by 10 percent. • He wanted $50 
for it but I managed to knock the price down to $45. b 
knock (someone) down : to cause or persuade (someone) 
to reduce a price ■ He wanted $50 for it but I managed to 
knock him down to $45. 3 knock down (an amount of 
money) US, informal : to receive (an amount of money) as 
income or salary ■ He knocks down almost a million dollars 
a year. 4 knock down (a shot) or knock (a shot) down bas¬ 
ketball : to succeed in making (a shot) especially from a 
long distance ■ He was knocking down jump shots. 5 
knock (something) down or knock down (something) chief¬ 
ly US, informal : to say no to (an idea, plan, proposal, etc.) 
: reject ■ His boss knocked down [ =shot down ] all of his 
ideas. 6 knock (something) down or knock down (some¬ 
thing) US : to take (something) apart ■ We knocked the bed 
down so it would fit in the truck. 

knock heads US, informal 1 : to argue or disagree ■ The 
two of them knocked heads soon after they started work¬ 
ing together. 2 : to use angry or forceful methods to con¬ 
trol or punish people ■ I am going in there and knock some 
heads if they don’t start behaving. — often + together ■ I 
am going to go in there and knock their heads together if 
they don’t start behaving. 

knock in [phrasal verb] knock (a run or runner) in or knock in 
(a run or runner) baseball : to cause (a run or runner) to 
score ■ He knocked in [-batted in, drove in] a run in the sec¬ 
ond inning with a double to left field. 

knock off [phrasal verb] informal 1 knock off or knock 
(something) off or knock off (something) : to stop doing 
something (such as work) ■ We are going to knock off for 
lunch in 10 minutes. ■ The boss said we could knock off ear¬ 
ly today. = The boss said we could knock off work early to¬ 
day. — often used as a command to tell someone to stop 
doing something immediately ■ Knock off your fighting 
right now! ■ I told you two kids to knock it off. 2 knock 
(something) off or knock off (something) a : to do or 
make (something) very quickly ■ He knocked off 10 paint¬ 


ings in 4 days. ■ We are planning to knock this project off in 
a weekend, b : to take (an amount) away from something 

■ He agreed to knock off\0 dollars from the price. [=to re¬ 
duce the price by 10 dollars] ■ This shortcut will knock at 
least 100 miles off the journey. C US : to steal money or 
things from (a bank or store) • They knocked off [^knocked 
over] a jewelry store, d chiefly Brit : to steal (something) • 

They knocked off a lot of valuable merchandise, e US : to 
make a cheaper copy of (something) ■ Several other com¬ 
panies knocked off their dress design. — see also knock¬ 
off 3 knock (someone) off or knock off (someone) a 
: to kill (someone) • He tried to knock off two men who 
owed him money. ■ Did she really want to knock her hus¬ 
band off! b US : to defeat (someone) ■ They knocked off 
the best team in the league. 

knock on wood see ‘wood 

knock out [phrasal verb] 1 knock (someone or something) 
out or knock out (someone or something) a : to make (a 
person or animal) unconscious ■ The drug knocked him 
out. • The force of the collision knocked him out. 

[= knocked him cold] • He hit his head against the table 
when he fell and knocked himself out b boxing : to de¬ 
feat (an opponent) with a punch that knocks the opponent 
down for a certain amount of time ■ He was knocked out in 
the third round. — see also ‘knockout 1 C : to defeat 
(an opponent) in a competition so that the opponent can¬ 
not continue • My team was the favorite to win the cham¬ 
pionship, but we were knocked out (of the competition) in 
the third round, d baseball : to cause (a pitcher) to be re¬ 
moved from the game by getting many hits ■ The starting 
pitcher was knocked out (of the game) in the fourth inning. 

2 knock (something) out or knock out (something) a : to 
cause (something) to stop working ■ Missiles knocked out 
the television station. ■ The storm knocked out electricity 
across the state, b : to produce (something) very quickly 

■ a musical group that just keeps knocking out hit records Tf. 

3 knock (yourself) out informal a : to make (yourself) I *' 
very tired by doing work ■ They knocked themselves out ■■ 
trying to build a garage. ■ I knocked myself out [=1 worked 
veiy hard] to get the job done on time, b US — used to 

tell someone to go ahead and do something ■ “Do you 
mind if I use this exercise machine first?” “ Knock yourself 
out." 4 knock (someone) out informal : to make a very 
strong and good impression on (someone) • Her beauty 
just knocks me out. [=1 think she is very beautiful] • Every¬ 
one was knocked out by his suggestion. [=everyone liked 
his suggestion very much] — see also ‘knockout 2 

knock over [phrasal verb] 1 knock (someone or something) 
over or knock over (someone or something) a : to cause 
(someone or something) to fall to the ground ■ The dog 
knocked over the lamp. ■ The wind was so strong that it al¬ 
most knocked her over. [=knocked her down] b Brit : to 
hit and injure or kill (a person or animal) with a vehicle ■ 

The dog was knocked over [=(Brit) knocked down , (US) hit] 
by a car. 2 knock (someone) over or knock over (some¬ 
one) informal : to greatly surprise or shock (someone) ■ He 
was knocked over [= overwhelmed] by the news. • When I 
found out I had won, you could have knocked me over 
with a feather. [=1 was extremely surprised or astonished] 

3 knock (something) over or knock over (something) US, 
informal a : to steal money or things from (a bank or 
store) ■ Three men knocked over [= knocked off] a bank, b 
: to steal (something) • They knocked over a truckload of 
goods. 

knock (someone) cold : to cause (someone) to become un¬ 
conscious -He knocked his opponent cold with one punch. 

■ She was knocked cold [= knocked out] by the collision. 

knock (someone) dead informal : to make a very strong 

and good impression on (someone) ■ Her performance re¬ 
ally knocked the audience dead. [=the audience greatly en¬ 
joyed her performance] ■ She told him to go out there on 
the stage and knock ’em dead. 

knock (someone) for a loop see 'loop 

knock (someone) for six see six 

knock someone’s head/block off informal : to hit some¬ 
one very hard ■ I’m so angry I’d like to knock his block off. 

knock (someone) sideways Brit : to upset, confuse, or 
shock (someone) very much • The news about his mother’s 
accident really knocked him sideways. 

knock some sense into see ‘sense 

knock (something) on the head Brit, informal : to cause 
the end or failure of (something) ■ The closing of the air¬ 
port knocked our holiday plans on the head. 
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knock spots off see 'spot 

knock the (living) daylights out of see daylight 
knock the stuffing out of see stuffing 
knock together [phrasal verb ] knock (something) together 
or knock together (something) : to make or build (some¬ 
thing) in a quick or careless way ■ a rough table that was 
knocked together from old pieces of wood 
knock up [phrasal verb ] 1 knock (someone) up or knock up 
(someone) informal a chiefly US, impolite : to make 
(someone) pregnant ■ She got knocked up, [=she got preg¬ 
nant] b Brit : to wake (someone) by knocking on a door ■ 
knocked him up at 6 a.m. 2 knock (something) up or 
knock up (something) Brit : to make or produce (some¬ 
thing) quickly ■ knock up a quick meal 
knock your socks off see 'sock 
2 knock noun, pi knocks 

*1 [count] a : a hard, sharp hit ■ He gave him a knock on the 
head, b : the sound made by a hard hit ■ There was a loud 
knock at the door. 

2 [count] informal : an experience that makes you less confi¬ 
dent or successful for a period of time : a difficult or painful 
experience • She took some knocks early in her career. ■ 
Most performers have their share of knocks [ ^setbacks ] on 
their way to stardom. — see also hard knocks (below) 

3 [count] informal : a critical or negative comment ■ He likes 
praise but can’t stand the knocks. — often used in U.S. En¬ 
glish in the phrase the knock against • The knock against her 
is that she can’t win the important matches. [=people say 
that she cannot win the important matches] ■ One of the 
knocks against television is that there are too many commer¬ 
cials. 

4 : a loud noise produced by an engine when it is not work¬ 
ing properly [count] We heard a knock in the engine, [non¬ 
count] a type of fuel that reduces engine knock 

hard knocks : difficult or painful experiences that people 
have in their lives or careers ■ He has taken plenty of hard 
knocks in his life. ■ The school of hard knocks [=the diffi¬ 
cult experiences in his life] taught him how to be tough, 
knock-about /'na:k3,baut/ adj, always used before a noun 
: noisy or rough often in a silly or amusing way • knockabout 
humor ■ He lived a knockabout life in the city, 
knock-back / l na:k l bsek/ noun, pi -backs [count] Brit, in¬ 
formal : something (such as a criticism or refusal) that 
makes you less confident or successful ■ Everyone experi¬ 
ences a few knockbacks in their lives, 
knock-down /'na:k,daun/ adj, always used before a noun, 
chiefly Brit, informal, of a price : greatly reduced from the 
original price : extremely low ■ Now’s your chance to buy 
these items at knockdown prices! 
knock-down, drag-out or knock-down-drag-out 
adj, always used before a noun, US, informal : very angry or 
violent • We had a knock-down-drag-out argument, 
knock-er /'narka-/ noun, pi -ers 

1 [count] : a small metal device on a door that you move in 
order to make a knocking sound 

2 knockers [plural] informal + sometimes offensive : a wom¬ 
an’s breasts 

knock-kneed /*na:k'ni:d/ adj [more most —] : having 
legs that curve inward at the knees • She is tall and knock- 
kneed. 

knock-off /'na.kja.f/ noun, pi -offs [count] : a cheap or in¬ 
ferior copy of something ■ That purse is a knockoff. — see 
also knock off at 1 KNOCK 

knock—On effect noun, pi ~ -fects [count] Brit : some¬ 
thing (such as a process, action, or event) that causes other 
things to happen : ripple effect ■ The drought is likely to 
have a knock-on effect throughout the whole economy. 

1 knock-OUt / l na:k,aut/ noun, pi -outs [count] 

1 : an occurrence in which a boxing match ends when a 
fighter has been knocked down by a punch and is unable to 
start fighting again before 10 seconds have passed - He won 
the match by a knockout. • He scored a knockout in the 
fourth round. — see also technical knockout 

2 informal : a very attractive or appealing person or thing • 
She’s a real knockout in that dress. — see also knock out at 
'knock 

2 knOCkOUt adj, always used before a noun 

1 : causing someone to become unconscious • a knockout 
punch/blow 

2 informal : extremely attractive or appealing ■ a knockout 
actress/movie 

3 Brit, of a contest or competition : designed so that winning 


teams or players continue to play and losing teams or players 
do not ■ The Wimbledon tennis tournament is a knockout 
competition. 

knock—Up noun, pi -Ups [count] Brit: a time before a tennis 
game when players hit the ball to each other in order to 
practice 

knoll /'noul/ noun, pi knolls [count] : a small hill • a grassy 
knoll 

1 knot /'na:t/ noun, pi knots [count] 

1 a : a part that forms when you tie a piece of rope, string, 
fabric, etc., to itself or to something else ■ She tied the rope in 
a knot. • He made/tied a knot in the rope. - untie a knot ■ loos¬ 
en/tighten a knot — see also GRANNY KNOT, SLIPKNOT, 
square knot b : a part where something has become 
twisted or wrapped around itself ■ The electrical cord was 
tangled in knots. * She tried to untangle the knots [=tangles] in 
the child’s hair. — often used figuratively ■ The project has 
been tied up in political and legal knots for years. (=nothing 
has happened with the project for years because of political 
and legal problems] — see also Gordian knot 

2 : a painful or uncomfortable feeling of tightness in part of 
your body • a knot in a muscle ■ massaging the knots out of 
my back ■ I was so nervous that my stomach was in knots. [=1 
had an unpleasant and tight feeling in my stomach] 

3 : a dark round mark on a piece of wood that shows where 
a branch grew ■ a board full of knots 

4 : a way of arranging long hair by twisting it into a round 
shape at the sides or back of the head ■ She pulled her hair 
into a knot [~bun] at the back of her neck. 

5 : a group of people who are standing or sitting close to¬ 
gether ■ A knot [-cluster] of people blocked the door. 

6 : a unit of speed equal to one nautical mile per hour ■ 
Wind is from the north at 12 knots. ■ sailing at six knots 

at a rate of knots see 'rate 

tie the knot informal : to get married ■ When are you two 
going to tie the knot ? 

tie yourself (up) in knots 1 : to cause problems for your¬ 
self because you are being too careful, trying too hard, etc. 
■ The mayor tied himself in knots answering a touchy polit¬ 
ical question. [=he answered it in a confused or unclear 
way] 2 : to become very upset or worried • I don’t know 
why they’re tying themselves in knots over such a trivial 
problem. 

2 knot verb knots; knot-ted; knot-ting 

1 1+ obf] : to tie a section of rope, string, fabric, etc., to itself 
or to something else so that a knot forms : to make a knot in 
(something) ■ He knotted his tie so that both ends would be 
the same length. ■ knot a string/rope; also : to connect (two 
or more parts or things) with a knot ■ Knot the threads to¬ 
gether. ■ She knotted a sweater around her shoulders. [=tied 
the sleeves of the sweater together around her shoulders] 

2 [no obf] : to develop a painful or uncomfortable feeling of 
tightness — often + up ■ My stomach knotted [-tensed] up as 
I waited for the interview. 

3 [+ obf] US, informal : to make (the score of a game or con¬ 
test) equal ■ He scored a goal that knotted [=tied] the score at 
3 all. 

knot-ted /'na.tad/ adj 

1 : having a knot or knots ■ a knotted rope/cord/string 

2 : KNOTrY 1 ■ knotted pine 

get knotted Brit slang — used in speech as a rude way to tell 
someone to go away or to show that you are annoyed with 
someone 

knot-ty /'na:ti/ adj knot-ti-er; -est 

1 of wood : having many dark round marks showing where 
branches grew : having many knots ■ knotty wood ■ knotty 
paneling ■ knotty pine 

2 : difficult or complicated ■ a knotty problem/situation 

1 know /'nou/ verb, not used in progressive tenses knows; 
knew /'nu;, Brit 'nju;/; known /'noun/; know-ing 
1 a : to have (information of some kind) in your mind [+ 
obf] He knows a lot about the history of the town. ■ Do you 
know the answer? ■ I don’t know her name. ■ Do you know 
what time it is? ■ I don’t know the words to that song. ■ They 
knew a good deal about the problem. ■ She knows the rules of 
the game. ■ He knows everything about horses. = He knows 
all/everything there is to know about horses. — often + how, 
why, where , etc. ■ Do you know why she left this suitcase 
here? ■ Do you know where she went? ■ No one knows (for 
sure) how long it will take to fix the problem. ■ He knows 
perfectly/full well how to do it. [no obf] If you want the an¬ 
swer, ask someone who knows. ■ “What is she doing?” “Be- 
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lieve me, you don't want to know." [=you would be shocked 
or upset to learn what she is doing] — often + about ■ He 
knows (all) about horses, b : to understand (something): to 
have a clear and complete idea of (something) [+ obj\ I don’t 
know much about art, but I know what I like. — usually + 
how, why, where , etc. • Scientists don’t yet know why this hap¬ 
pens. ■ I don’t know what to do. ■ I don’t know what you want 
me to do. ■ We had almost no money in those days. I don’t 
know how we managed. ■ I don’t know how you could be so 
careless. ■ You know perfectly/full well what I am trying to 
say. [no obj] “How could she do that?” “ How should/would I 
knov/?l" [=1 don’t know, and you should not expect me to 
know] C [+ obj] : to have learned (something, as a skill or a 
language) ■ She knows karate/CPR. ■ He knows Spanish. — 
often + how ■ Do you know how to type? ■ I would go swim¬ 
ming with you, but I don’t know how (to swim). [=1 never 
learned to swim] 

2 : to be aware of (something) : to realize (something) [+ 
obj | She knows that many people will not believe her. ■ I 
know (that) this isn’t easy for you, but you have to keep try¬ 
ing. ■ As soon as I turned on the light I knew that something 
was missing. ■ There was no way for me to know that he was 
your brother. = How was I to know that he was your broth¬ 
er? ■ It’s wrong and you know it 1 [=you are aware that it is 
wrong] ■ “I’m sorry I threw out those bags.” “It’s okay: you 
couldn ’ t have known that I needed them.” = “It’s okay: you 
had no way of knowing that I needed them.” = (Brit) “It’s 
okay: you weren’t to know that I needed them.” ■ You ought 
to know by now that she is always late. ■ It’s impossible to 
know what will happen next. = There’s no way of knowing 
what will happen next. = There’s no knowing what will hap¬ 
pen next. ■ If you’ve never been to Venice, you don’t know 
what you’re missing. [=you would enjoy going to Venice very 
much] ■ You know as well as I do that they expect us at 8:00. 
■ You don’t know how happy I am to see you. [=1 am ex¬ 
tremely happy to see you] ■ You’ll never know what this 
means to me. = You can’t know how much this means to me. 
[=this means a great deal to me] [no obj] As far as I know, 
they plan to arrive on Monday. [=1 believe that they plan to 
arrive on Monday, but I am not sure] ■ We’re planning a par¬ 
ty for George. As you know , he’ll be leaving the company 
next month. — often + about or of m I knew about the prob¬ 
lem. [=1 was aware of the problem] ■ Does she know about 
the meeting? ■ I don’t know of any job openings right now. 
[=1 am not aware of any job openings right now] ■ I know of 
her as a poet but not as a novelist. [=1 am familiar with her 
poetry but not with her novels] ■ Do you know of a good law¬ 
yer? [=can you recommend a good lawyer?] ■ “Does he have 
relatives nearby?” “ Not that I know of.” [=1 don’t think he has 
any relatives nearby] 

3 : to be certain of (something) [+ obj\ Everyone else be¬ 
lieves him, but I just know (that) he’s lying. ■ I don’t know if I 
can trust her. [=1 am not sure that I can trust her] ■ It’s hard 
to know exactly where the candidate stands on this issue. ■ I 
knew he’d forget. ■ I need to know if they are coming. ■ “She 
says she’s not coming.” “/ knew it 1 ” [=1 was sure that she 
wouldn’t come] ■ / knew It all along. [=1 was always sure of it] 
[no obj ] “They’re coming.” “Do you know [=are you certain], 
or are you just guessing?” = “Do you know for sure/certain, 
or are you just guessing?” ■ He thinks he got the job but he 
doesn’t know for sure. 

4 [+ obj] a : to have met and talked to (someone) : to be ac¬ 
quainted or familiar with (a person) ■ “Do you know Clara?" 
“Yes, we’ve met.” ■ “Do you know Clara?” “We’ve met but I 
wouldn’t say that I really know her.” [=1 am not close to her; 
I don’t know much about her] ■ I’ve known him for years. 
He’s one of my best friends. ■ Knowing you, you’ll be the first 
one there. [=because I know you so well, I expect you to be 
the first one there] ■ She’s the kindest person I know. ■ To 
know him is to love him. [=the people who know him feel 
great affection for him] ■ We just bought a house here last 
month, and we’re still getting to know our neighbors. [=we’re 
still meeting our neighbors; we’re still becoming acquainted 
with our neighbors] b : to have experience with (some¬ 
thing) : to be acquainted or familiar with (something) ■ She 
knows the city very well. ■ Do you know her painting/writ¬ 
ing/work? ■ Do you know any good restaurants in this area? ■ 
We’re still getting to know the neighborhood. ■ The building 
as we know it [=as it exists now] is quite different from how 
it looked when it was first built. ■ This is the end of the orga¬ 
nization as we know it. [=the organization has changed and 
will never again be the same as it was] C : to have experi¬ 
enced (something) ■ someone who knows grief well ^some¬ 


one who has experienced a lot of grief] — usually used as 
known ■ I’ve known failure and I’ve known success. [=1 have 
failed and I have succeeded] 

5 1+ obj] a : to recognize (someone or something): to iden¬ 
tify (someone or something) accurately ■ "How will I know 
her?” “She’ll be wearing a red sweater.” ■ I would know [rec¬ 
ognize] that voice anywhere. ■ I know his face [=his face is fa¬ 
miliar to me] but I don’t remember his name. ■ I feel like I 
know this house, but I’ve never been here before. ■ I know 
many of the customers at the cafe by sight. [=1 see them of¬ 
ten enough that I recognize them] b : to recognize the dif¬ 
ference between two things : to be able to distinguish (one 
thing) from another ■ know right from wrong 

6 [+ obj] a : to be sure that (someone or something) has a 
particular quality, character, etc., because of your experi¬ 
ences with that person or thing — usually followed by to + 
verb • I’ve worked with him for many years, and I know him 
to be an honest man. ■ I know the business to be legitimate, 
b : to think of (someone or something) as having a particu¬ 
lar quality, character, etc. — + as ■ His neighbors knew him 
as a quiet and friendly person, but the people he worked 
with saw a different side of him. — often used as (be) known 
as ■ She is known as an expert in the field. [=people consider 
her an expert] C — used to indicate the name that people 
know or use for someone or something; + as ■ Her neighbors 
knew her as Jill Brown, but her real name was Amy Smith. 
— often used as (be) known as ■ Samuel L. Clemens was bet¬ 
ter/otherwise known as Mark TWain. [=most people called 
him Mark Twain] ■ Beethoven’s Third Symphony is widely 
known as the “Eroica.” d — used to say that someone or 
something has a particular quality, feature, ability, etc., that 
people know about; + for ■ Fans of the blues know the city for 
its live blues clubs. — usually used as (be) known for ■ The 
restaurant is known for its desserts. [=the restaurant’s des¬ 
serts are popular, well-known, etc.] ■ She is known for her 
ability to work quickly. = She is known for working quickly. ■ 
He’s known for being late. [=he is often late] e Someone 
who has been known to be or known to do something has 
been or done that thing in the past. ■ We’ve known him to 
work all night to meet a deadline. = He’s been known to work 
all night to meet a deadline. ■ I’ve never known her to be 
wrong. [=1 do not know of any time when she has been 
wrong] ■ He’s been known to do this kind of thing before. 
before you know it: very quickly or soon ■ We’ll be there 

before you know it. ■ The game was over before / knew it. 
better the devil you know than the devil you don't see 
DEVIL 

don’t I know it informal — used to say that you agree with 
what has just been said ■ “It’s freezing in here!” “ Don’t I 
know it.” [=1 agree] 

for all I know informal — used to say that you have little or 
no knowledge of something ■ For all I know, he left last 
night. [=1 don’t know when he left; it’s possible that he left 
last night] ■ She may have already accepted another job,./or 
all we know. [=we don’t know what she has done; it’s possi¬ 
ble that she has already accepted another job] 

God knows or goodness knows or heaven knows or 
Lord knows informal 1 — used to stress that something 
is not known ■ How long will the meeting last? Heaven 
knows. ■ God (only) knows if the reports are true. 2 — 
used to make a statement more forceful ■ He finally got a 
raise. Goodness knows he deserved one. [=he certainly de¬ 
served one] ■ She didn’t win, but Lord knows she tried. 
have known better days see Better 
I don’t know 1 — used to say that you do not have the in¬ 
formation someone is asking for ■ “What time does the li¬ 
brary close?” “/ don’t know.” 2 informal — used to ex¬ 
press disagreement, doubt, or uncertainty ■ “I don’t like 
that guy.” “Oh, I don’t know, he’s not really so bad.” ■ 
“Which one is your favorite?” “Um, / don’t know, maybe 
the red one.” ■ She thinks we should go now, but / don’t 
know. [=I’m not sure] Maybe we should wait. 3 — used to 
say that you are uncertain about someone or something ■ / 
don’t know about you [=you may think or feel differently 
than I do about this], but I’m leaving. ■ “She said she’d be 
here by 5:00.” “/ don’t know about that ” [=I’m not sure 
that will happen] ■ / don’t know about him —he’s hard to 
figure out. 

if you must know — used when you are answering a ques¬ 
tion that you do not want to answer because the informa¬ 
tion is personal, embarrassing, etc. ■ “How much did you 
pay for your car?’ “Well, if you must know, it cost about 
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$20,000.” ■ “Why did you leave that job?” "If you must 
know, I was fired.” 

I’ll have you know see have 

I know (It) 1 — used to express agreement ■ “Hurry up, 
we’re going to be late.” 7 know , but I can’t find my shoe.” ■ 
“This place is such a mess.” “/ know it .” [=1 agree] • “I can’t 
believe he lied.” “/ know, I know." ■ “The whole situation is 
just so stupid.” “/ know." 2 — used to introduce a sugges¬ 
tion ■ “What should we do tonight?” 7 know [=1 have an 
idea]—how about a movie?” 

I wouldn’t know — used to say that you have not experi¬ 
enced something ■ “That restaurant has the best desserts!” 
*7 wouldn’t know. I’ve never been there.” 
know best or know what’s best : to know or understand 
better than someone else what should be done ■ I would 
take the highway myself, but you live here so you know 
best. ■ I’ll do whatever you say. You know what’s best, 
know better 1 : to be smart or sensible enough not to do 
something ■ You walked home alone? Don’t you know bet¬ 
ter (than that)? ■ She’ll know better than to trust them 
again. [=she will not trust them again] ■ There’s no excuse 
for his behavior. He’s old enough to know better. ■ Don’t 
blame him. He’s just a child and he doesn’t know (any) bet¬ 
ter. [=he is too young, inexperienced, etc., to be expected 
to behave properly] 2 : to know or understand the truth 
about something ■ She tried to tell me that it wasn’t her 
fault, but I know better. [=1 know that it really was her 
fault] 3 : to know or understand more than other people ■ 
You can’t tell him what to do. He always thinks that he 
knows better. 

know different/otherwise : to know that something that 
people think or say is true is not really true ■ She says she 
has no money but I know otherwise. [=1 know that she does 
have money] 

know from {phrasal verb ] know from (someone or some¬ 
thing) US, informal: to know anything about or care at all 
about (someone or something) — used in negative state¬ 
ments ■ kids who don’t know from sports 
know no boundaries see boundary 
know no bounds see 6 bound 

know (something) backward and forward or Brit know 
(something) backwards or know (something) Inside 
out or US know (something) Inside and out or know 
(something) like the back of your hand: to know some¬ 
thing completely ■ He knew the process backward and for¬ 
ward. ■ She knows the business inside and out. ■ I know this 
town like the back of my hand. 

know (something or someone) for what it/he/she is : to 
understand what something or someone truly is ■ Now I 
know them for what they are —liars. * before scientists knew 
the disease for what it is —a virus ■ the friends who know me 
for what I am [=who truly know and understand me] 
know (something) when you see it/one: to be able to rec¬ 
ognize or identify something immediately ■ She knows a 
bargain when she sees it. ■ I know a liar when I see one. ■ I’m 
not sure what I want but I’ll know it when I see it. 
know the drill see ‘drill 
know the score see ‘score 

know what hit you — used in negative statements to say 
that something you did not expect surprised you very 
much ■ I did n’t know what hit me —suddenly I just felt so 
dizzy. ■ The company came out with an entirely new line of 
products last year, and their competitors never knew what 
hit them. [=their competitors were not prepared and were 
completely surprised] 

know what it Is or to know what It’s like : to have experi¬ 
ence with a situation, activity, or condition ■ He knows 
what it is to be poor. [=he has been poor] ■ They know what 
it’s like to have no privacy. 

know what you are talking about 4- If you know what you 
are talking about, you deserve to be listened to because you 
have actual knowledge or experience with something and 
what you are saying is correct. ■ Take her advice. She 
knows what she’s talking about. ■ “He said the movie is bor¬ 
ing.” “Don’t listen to him. He doesn’t know what he’s talk¬ 
ing about.” [=he is wrong] 

know which side your bread Is buttered on see 'bread 
know your own heart/mind: to be sure of what you want, 
like, think, etc. ■ She’s a woman who knows her own mind, 
know yourself : to understand yourself fully : to under¬ 
stand your own emotions, desires, abilities, etc. ■ I was so 
young then. I really didn’t know myself, 
know your stuff see ‘stuff 


know your way around If you know your way around a 
place or thing, you are very familiar with it or are good at 
using or operating it. ■ He knows his way around Boston. ■ 
She really knows her way around a sailboat. [=she knows 
how to sail; she is a very good sailor] ■ They know their way 
around computers. 

let (someone) know: to tell something to someone ■ Let me 
know [=tell me] if you’re going to the party. • Please let me 
know if there’s anything I can do to help. [=1 would like to 
help; please tell me if you need help] ■ He’s not sure what 
time he’ll arrive—he is going to let us know. ■ She let the 
staff know her decision. [=she told the staff her decision] 
let (something) be known or make (something) known 
formal : to tell people something ■ He let it be known [=he 
announced] that he intends to run for mayor. ■ She made 
her decision known to the staff. [=she told the staff her deci¬ 
sion] 

make yourself known formal : to introduce yourself : to 
cause people to know who you are ■ The candidate made 
herself known to voters through an aggressive ad campaign. 
■ the movie in which the actor first made himself known to 
the world 

might/should have known — used to say that you are not 
surprised to learn of something ■ I should have known it 
would be too expensive. ■ “She says she’s going to be late.” 
“I might have known." 

not know someone from Adam informal : to have never 
met with someone : to not know someone at all ■ Why 
should she trust me? She doesn’t know me from Adam, 
not know the first thing about: to have little or no knowl¬ 
edge about (something or someone) ■ I don’t know the first 
thing about cooking/sports/children. 
not know the meaning of (the word) see meaning 
not know your ass from your elbow (<chiefly US) or Brit 
not know your arse from your elbow informal + impolite 
: to know nothing : to be stupid • Don’t take his word for 
it—he doesn’t know his ass from his elbow, 
what do you know informal 1 — used to express surprise ■ 
She’s an astronaut? Well, what do you know\ ■ “He’s going 
to law school in the fall.” “Well what do you know about 
that?" [=1 am surprised that he is going to law school] 2 
— used to say that someone is wrong about something ■ 
“She thinks I should take the job.” “ What does she know ? 
You should do what you want.” 
wouldn’t you know (it)? informal — used to say that some¬ 
thing annoying that has happened is the kind of thing that 
often happens • I was running late and— wouldn't you 
know ?—I rushed off without my purse. ■ “He’s late again.” 
“ Wouldn’t you know if?!” 

you know informal 1 — used when you are trying to help 
someone remember something ■ They live on the . other 
side of town. You know —near the golf course. ■ He was in 
our history class— you know [=you remember ]—the tall 
blond guy in the front row. 2 — used for emphasis ■ You 
know, we really have to go. ■ It’s cold outside, you know. ■ 
You know, you really should write a novel. 3 — used 
when you are not sure of what to say or how to say it ■ 
Would you like to, you know, go out sometime? ■ We’re 
planning to go shopping and, you know, just hang out. 
you know something/what? informal 1 — used to em¬ 
phasize the statement that comes after it • You know some¬ 
thing' ? I never trusted her. ■ She lied to me again, but you 
know what ? I really just don’t care any more. 2 — used to 
get someone’s attention ■ Hey, you know what ? I’m hungry. 
you know what I mean informal — used to suggest that the 
hearer agrees with and understands what has been said or 
to ask if he or she does or not ■ I grew up there, you know 
what I mean, so I know what it’s like. ■ He’s kind of 
strange. Do you know what I mean ? ■ He’s kind of strange, 
if you know what I mean. — sometimes used in the short¬ 
ened form know what I mean ■ He’s kind of strange— know 
what I mean ? 

you know what they say informal — used to introduce a 
common saying or a statement that expresses a common 
belief ■ Keep trying, and you’ll figure it out. You know what 
they say : if at first you don’t succeed, try, try again. 
you never know — used to say that it is impossible to be 
sure about what will happen ■ You never know —you might 
win the lottery. ■ You never know who will show up. ■ You 
never know with her parties: anyone could show up. 

2 knOW noun 

in the know: having knowledge about something : having 
information that most people do not have ■ people who are 
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in the know • For those of you not in the know , Jane is the 
person who founded this organization, 
know-able /'nowabal/ adj : able to be known ■ information 
that is not easily knowable 

know-all / , nou,a:l/ noun, pi -alls [count] Brit, informal 
l KNOW-IT-ALL 

know-how /'nou,hau/ noun [noncount] : knowledge of 
how to do something well: expertise ■ technical know-how 
■ Does he have the know-how to help us do this? 
know-ing /'nowir)/ adj, always used before a noun [more 
most ~]: showing that you have special knowledge ■ a know¬ 
ing look/glance/smile ■ She looked at us in a knowing way. 
know-ing-ly /'nownjli/ adv [more most ~] 

1 : in a way that shows that you have special knowledge : in 
a knowing way ■ She looked at us knowingly. ■ someone who 
can speak knowingly about investing 

2 : with knowledge of what is being done ■ Did he knowingly 
[deliberately, purposely] withhold information? 

know—it—all /'now3t|Ci:l/ noun, pi -alls [count] informal + 
disapproving : a person who talks and behaves like someone 
who knows everything ■ My neighbor is a real know-it-all\ al¬ 
ways telling me what to do. — often used before another 
noun ■ my know-it-all neighbor — called also (Brit) know-all 
knowledge /'naihcfc/ noun 

1 : information, understanding, or skill that you get from ex¬ 
perience or education [noncount] She has little/no/some 
knowledge of fashion/history/cooking. ■ He has devoted him¬ 
self to the pursuit of knowledge. • a thirst/quest for knowl¬ 
edge [singular] a knowledge of carpentry ■ She gained/ac¬ 
quired a thorough knowledge of local customs. ■ I have a 
reading knowledge of French [=1 can read French], but I 
can’t speak it fluently. 

2 [noncount] : awareness of something : the state of being 
aware of something • He claimed to have no knowledge of 
the plan. = He denied all/any knowledge of the plan. ■ Did 
you have any knowledge of her intentions? ■ The decision 
was made without my knowledge. [=1 did not know about the 
decision] 

common knowledge : something that many or most people 
know ■ It’s common knowledge that she plans to run for 
mayor. 

public knowledge : something that people know because it 
has been reported in the news ■ His legal problems are a 
matter of public knowledge . 

safe/secure in the knowledge : feeling safe or secure be¬ 
cause you know something specified ■ They went on vaca¬ 
tion, safe in the knowledge that the farm would be well 
cared for while they were away. 
to someone’s knowledge : according to what someone 
knows — usually used in negative statements - “Did any¬ 
one arrive late?” "Not to my knowledge." ■ No one arrived 
late to my knowledge. [=1 am not aware that anyone arrived 
late, but it is possible that someone arrived late and I don’t 
know about it] 

to the best of my knowledge — used to say that you think 
a statement is true but that there may be something you do 
not know which makes it untrue ■ To the best of my knowl¬ 
edge [=as far as I know], everyone arrived on time. ■ I an¬ 
swered their questions to the best of my knowledge. [=1 gave 
the best answers I could based on what I knew, but I might 
have answered differently if I had known something else] 
knowl-edge-able /'na.licfeabal/ adj [more most ~] 
: having information, understanding, or skill that comes 
from experience or education : having knowledge ■ a knowl¬ 
edgeable person • a knowledgeable observer • He is very 
knowledgeable about chess. [=he knows a lot about chess] 

— knowl«edge*ably /■na.licfeabli/ adv • She s£>oke knowl¬ 
edgeably on several topics. 

1 known past participle of ‘know 
2 known /'noun/ adj 

1 always used before a noun a : generally accepted as some¬ 
thing specified ■ He’s a known expert. ■ That’s a known fact! ■ 
a known criminal b : included in the knowledge that all 
people considered as one group have ■ There is no known 
cure for the disease. [=there is no cure that anyone knows 
about, although a cure may exist that has not yet been dis¬ 
covered] ■ the earliest known use of a word [=the earliest use 
that anyone knows about] 

2 : familiar to people — used with little, widely, etc. ■ a wide¬ 
ly known story t=a story that many people know] ■ a little- 
known writer [=a writer that few people know about] — see 
also WELL-KNOWN 


known quantity see quantity 
know—nottl-ing /'nou,nA0m/ noun, pi -ings [count] : a 
person who lacks intelligence or knowledge : a stupid or ig¬ 
norant person • He regards his political rivals as a bunch of 
know-nothing. — often used before another noun ■ a bunch 
of know-nothing politicians 
1 knuck-le /'nAkal/ noun, pi knuck-les [count] 

1 : any one of the thick, bony parts (called joints) in your 
fingers ■ She rapped her knuckles on the table. — see picture 
at HAND 

2 : a piece of meat that includes a joint from the leg of an an¬ 
imal ■ a pork knuckle 

a rap on/over/across the knuckles see ’rap 
rap (someone) on/over/across the knuckles see 2 rap 
2 knuckle verb knuck-les; knuck-led; knuck-ling 

knuckle down [phrasal verb] informal : to begin to work 
hard ■ It’s time to knuckle down and get to work. — often + 
to • She knuckled down to the task. 
knuckle under [phrasal verb] informal : to stop trying to 
fight or resist something : to agree to do or accept some¬ 
thing that you have been resisting or opposing ■ Despite 
the pressure, he refused to knuckle under, [-give in] — of¬ 
ten + to ■ He refused to knuckle under to anyone. ■ He final¬ 
ly kTtuclded under to the pressure, 
knuck-le-ball /'nAk3l,ba:l/ noun, pi -balls [count] baseball 
: a pitch that is thrown with very little spin by holding the 
ball with the knuckles or fingertips — called also knudder 
knuck*le*head /■nAkahhed/ noun, pi -heads [count] US, 
informal : a stupid person : dummy ■ Don’t be such a knuck¬ 
lehead. 

knuck-ler /'nAkaW noun, pi -lers [count] baseball 
: KNUCKLEBALL 

1 KO /,kei'ou/ noun, pi KOs [count] boxing : ‘knockout • He 
scored a KO in the second round. 

2 KO verb KO’s; KO’d /,kei'oud/; KO’-ing /,kei'owir)/ [+ obj] 
boxing : to knock (an opponent) out ■ He was KO’d in the 
second round. 

kO*ala /ka'waib/ noun, pi -al«as [count] 

: an Australian animal that has thick gray 
fur, large hairy ears, sharp claws for climb¬ 
ing, and no tail — called also koala bear 
kotll /'koul/ noun [noncount] : a type of 
makeup that is used to put a black or dark 
gray line or mark around the eyes ■ eyes 
rimmed with kohl 

kohl-ra-bi /kouFrccbi/ noun [count, non¬ 
count] : a type of cabbage that has a large, 
round stem and that is eaten as a vegetable 
kook /'ku:k/ noun, pi kooks [count] infor¬ 
mal : a person whose ideas or actions are 
very strange or foolish ■ a bunch of kooks 
dressed up in weird costumes ■ a lovable 
kook 

— kooky /'ku.ki/ adj kook-i-er; -est ■ another one of his 
kooky ideas ■ a kooky outfit/person 

kook-a-bur-ra /'kuka^ara/ noun, pi -ras [count] : a large 
Australian bird whose call is like loud laughter 
Ko-ran also Qur-an or Qur-’an /ka'rgen, ka'rain/ noun [wi- 
gular] : the book of sacred writings used in the Muslim reli¬ 
gion 

— Ko*ran*ic also Qu-ran-ic or Qur-’an-ic /ka'reemk/ adj 
Ko-re-an /ka'riijan/ noun, pi -ans 

1 [count] : a person born, raised, or living in Korea : a per¬ 
son whose family is from Korea 

2 [noncount] : the language of the Korean people 

— Korean adj ■ Korean culture/art/language ■ the Korean 
people 

ko-sher /'koujw adj 

1 a : accepted by Jewish law as fit for eating or drinking ■ 
kosher food ■ kosher salt/pickles/meat/wine ■ a family that 
keeps kosher [=a family that obeys Jewish laws about eating 
and drinking] b : selling or serving kosher food ■ a kosher 
butcher ■ a kosher restaurant 

2 [more most ~] informal : proper or acceptable : right ■ 
Something about this deal is just not kosher. 

kow-tow /'kau,tau/ verb -tows; -towed; -tow-ing [no obf] 
informal + disapproving : to agree too easily or eagerly to do 
what someone else wants you to do : to obey someone with 
power in a way that seems weak — usually + to • She refused 
to kowtow to their demands. 
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kph abbr kilometers per hour 

Kraut /'kraut/ noun, pi Krauts [count] informal + offensive 
: a German person 
Krem*lin /'krembn/noww 

the Kremlin : the government of Russia and the former So¬ 
viet Union ■ an announcement from the Kremlin] also : the 
buildings of the Russian government in Moscow ■ We visit¬ 
ed the Kremlin when we traveled to Russia, 
krill /'knl/ noun [plural] : very small creatures in the ocean 
that are the main food of some whales 
kro*na /'krouna/ noun, pi kro-nor /'krou,noay [count] : a 
basic unit of money that is used in Sweden and Iceland; also 
: a coin representing one krona 
kro-ne /'kroona/ noun, pi kro-ner /'kroun^/ [count] : a ba¬ 
sic unit of money that is used in Denmark and Norway; also 
: a coin representing one krone 
kryp*ton / , knp,tcr.n/ noun [noncount] : a chemical element 
that is a colorless gas and that is used especially in electric 
lights 

KS abbr Kansas 

kU*dOS /'ku:idouz, Brit 'kju:,dos/ noun [noncount] informal 
: praise or respect that you get because of something you 
have done or achieved ■ Kudos to everyone who helped. ■ 
The company has earned kudos for responding so quickly to 
customers’ concerns. 


Ku KIUX Klan /‘kui'klAks'klzen/ noun 
the Ku Klux Klan : a secret organization in the U.S. that is 
made up of white people who are opposed to people of 
other races ■ a member of the Ku Klux Klan — abbr. KKK 
kum*quat /'k/vm.kwait/ noun, pi -quats [count] : a fruit 
that looks like a small orange 

kung f U /,kAij'fu:/ noun [noncount] : a form of fighting with¬ 
out weapons that was developed in China : a Chinese martial 
art — often used before another noun ■ kungfu chops/kicks 
■ a kungfu expert/master 

Kurd /'ku»d, 'k»d/ noun, pi Kurds [count] : a member of a 
group of people who live in a region that includes parts of 
Turkey, Iran, and Iraq 

— Kurddsh /'ku^dij, 'ka-dij/ adj ■ Kurdish people 
kvetch /'kvetf/ verb kvetch-es; kvetched; kvetch-ing 

chiefly US, informal : to complain often or constantly [no 
obj] They’re always kvetching about something. [+ obj] 
They’re always kvetching (to us) that nothing is any good. 

— kvetch-er noun, pi -ers [count] 
kW abbr kilowatt 

Kwan*zaa also Kwarvza /'kwa:nza/ noun, pi -zaas also 
-zas [count, noncount] : an African-American cultural festi¬ 
val held from December 26 to January 1 
kWh abbr kilowatt-hour 
KY abbr Kentucky 


L 


1 1 or L /'cl/ noun, pi I's or Is or L’s or Ls /'elz/ 

1 : the twelfth letter of the English alphabet [count] a word 
that starts with an / [noncount] a word that starts with / 

2 [count] : the Roman numeral that means 50 ■ LV [=55] 

2 I or L abbr 1 large — usually used for a clothing size ■ The 
shirt comes in S, M, L, and XL. 2 left 3 length ■ The area 
of a rectangle is L x W. 4 line — used to refer to a line of 
poetry or of a play ■ act one, scene two, / 25 4- The abbrevia¬ 
tion for “lines” is II. ■ ll 15-25 5 liter ■ a 2 L bottle 
la /Ma./ noun [noncount] music : the sixth note of a musical 
scale ■ do, re, mi, fa, sol, la, ti 
LA abbr 1 Los Angeles 2 Louisiana 
lab /'lzeb/ noun, pi labs [count] informal 

1 : laboratory ■ working in the lab ■ a chemistry/comput¬ 
er/crime lab — often used before another noun ■ a lab ani¬ 
mal [=an animal used for experiments in a laboratory] ■ a lab 
coat [=a coat worn over the clothes for protection from spills 
and stains in a laboratory] ■ a lab report [=a written report of 
the results of work in a lab] 

2 : a class period for laboratory work ■ I have (a) lab today. 

1 Lab /'lzeb/ noun, pi Labs [count] informal: labrador re¬ 
triever ■ a black Lab 

2 Lab abbr, Brit Labour (Party) ■ Jane Smith MP (Lab) 

1 ja*bel /'leibal/ noun, pi -bels [count] 

"TTa piece of paper, cloth, or similar material that is at¬ 
tached to something to identify or describe it ■ The name is 
prominently displayed on the label. ■ You should read the 
warning label before you take any medicine. ■ (US) a mailing 
label [=a piece of paper with a mailing address already print¬ 
ed on it] 

2 ; a word or phrase that describes or identifies something or 
someone ■ The word was given the label “obsolete.” ■ Some 
people describe him as “selfish,” but he doesn’t deserve that 
label. ■ Once you give people labels, it’s hard to see them as 
individuals. 

3 : a company that produces musical recordings ■ a major/ 
independent record label ■ The band has made records for/ 
on/with several different labels in their career. 

4 : a name shown on clothes that indicates the store, compa¬ 
ny, or person who sold, produced, or designed the clothes ■ a 
designer label ■ She always wears designer label jeans. 

2 label verb -bels; US -beled or -belled; US -bel-ing or 
-beMing [+ obj] 

1 : to put a word or name on something to describe or iden¬ 
tify it: to attach a label to (something) "Be sure to carefully 
label the switches so that you don’t confuse them. ■ He labels 


his photographs with the date and place they were taken. — 
often used as (be) labeled • two switches, labeled “A” and “B” 
2 : to name or describe (someone or something) in a speci¬ 
fied way : to give a label to (someone or something) ■ Many 
people have unfairly labeled him (as) “selfish.” — often used 
as (be) labeled ■ He has been labeled (as) a nuisance because 
of his p^st behavior. ■ words that are labeled “obsolete” 
la*bfa /'leibija/ noun [plural] technical : the folds of skin at 
the outer part of a woman’s sexual organs 
la*bi*al /'leibijal/ adj, linguistics, of a sound : produced by us¬ 
ing one or both lips ■ the labial sounds /f/ and /p/ 

- labial noun, pi -als [count] ■ /f/ and /p/ are labials . 

1 la*bor (US) or Brit la«bour /Meiba-/ noun, pi -bors 

1 a : physical or mental effort : work [noncount] A day’s 
labor should get the job done. ■ Getting the job done will re¬ 
quire many hours of difficult labor. • menial/manual labor 
[count] He rested from his labors. 4- A labor of love is a task 
that you do for enjoyment rather than pay. ■ Restoring the 
old car was a labor of love for him. When you enjoy the 
fruits of your labor/labors, you enjoy the things that you 
have gained by working. ■ She worked hard for many years, 
but now she has retired and is able to enjoy the fruits of her la - 
bor/labors, b [noncount] : work for which someone is paid ■ 
The cost of repairing the car includes parts and labor. 

2 [noncount] a : workers considered as a group ■ an area in 
which there is a shortage of cheap labor — often used before 
another noun ■ a labor dispute ■ The company sought to cut 
labor costs by increasing its efficiency. ■ The company has a 
history of poor labor relations. [=the workers and the man¬ 
agers of the company have had many disputes] ■ the labor 
force [=the total number of people available for working] b 
; the organizations or officials that represent groups of 
workers • The proposed new law is opposed by organized la¬ 
bor. 

3 : the process by which a woman gives birth to a baby 
[noncount] She went Into labor this morning. ■ She has been 
In labor for several hours. ■ She began to have/experience la¬ 
bor pains this morning, [singular] She had a difficult labor. 

4 Labour [singular] Brit, politics : the Labour Party of the 
United Kingdom or another part of the Commonwealth of 
Nations ■ a proposal that is opposed by Labour 

2 labor (US) or Brit la-bour verb -bors; -bored; -bordng [no 
obj] 

1 a : to do work ■ Workers labored in the vineyard. ■ He la¬ 
bored for several years as a miner, b : to work hard in order 
to achieve something ■ She has labored in vain to convince 
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them to accept her proposal. ■ Both sides continue to labor 
[=; struggle ] to find a solution. ■ We should honor those who 
labored so long to make the truth known. 

2 : to move or proceed with effort ■ The truck labored up the 
hill. ■ I have been laboring through this book for months. 

3 : to repeat or stress something too much or too often • She 
has a tendency to labor the obvious. ■ I don’t want to labor 
[= belabor ] the point, but 1 think I should mention again that 
we are running out of time. 

labor under a delusion/misapprehension/misconcep¬ 
tion ❖ If you continue to believe something that is not 
true, you are laboring under a delusion/misapprehension/ 
misconception. • He still labors under the delusion that oth¬ 
er people value his opinion. 

lab»Q*ra«tO«ry /'lasbi^tori, Brit la'boratri/ noun, pi -ries 
[count] : a room or building with special equipment for do¬ 
ing scientific experiments and tests • experiments conducted 
in a modem laboratory • a research laboratory — often used 
before another noun ■ laboratory experiments/research/ 
studies/tests — see also language laboratory 
labor camp noun, pi ~ camps [count] : a place where pris¬ 
oners are kept and forced to do hard physical labor 
Labor Day noun, pi ~ Days [count, noncount] : the first 
Monday in September celebrated in the U.S. as a holiday in 
honor of working people 

la*bored (US) or Brit la-boured /Meibad/ adj [more most 
~] 

1 : produced or done with great effort • The patient’s symp¬ 
toms included a rapid pulse and labored breathing. 

2 : not having an easy or natural quality »The movie’s dia¬ 
logue seems very labored. ■ labored writing/speech 

la*bor«er (US) or Brit la-bour*er /Meibara*/ noun, pi -ers 
[count] : a person who does hard physical work for money ■ a 
farm laborer ■ He has been working as a laborer on a con¬ 
struction project. — see also day laborer 
la*bor-in*ten*sive (US) or Brit la*bour-in>ten-sive 
/'leibaTin,tensiv/ adj [more most ~] : requiring a lot of 
work or workers to produce ■ the labor-intensive task of 
weaving cloth ■ The manufacturing process is labor-intensive 
and expensive. — compare capital-intensive 
la-bO*ri*OUS /la'borijas/ adj [more most ~] : requiring a 
lot of time and effort ■ Removing mildew stains is a laborious 
[^difficult, painstaking] task. ■ a slow and laborious process/ 
procedure 

— la*bo*ri-ous*ly adv • They spent many hours laboriously 
polishing the silverware. — la*bo-ri-ous*ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

la>bor-sav-ing (US) or Brit la-bour-sav*ing 

/■leiba^seivir)/ adj : designed to make a job or task easier to 
do ■ a labor-saving device such as a dishwasher 
labor union noun, pi ~ unions [count] US : an organiza¬ 
tion of workers formed to protect the rights and interests of 
its members : union 

Lab*ra*dor retriever /■laebra.doW noun, pi ~ -ers 
[count] : a medium to large short-haired dog that is black, 
yellow, or brown in color — called also Lab, Labrador, see 
picture at dog 

lab*y*rinth /'Iaeb3,nn0/ noun,pi -rinths [count] 

1 : a place that has many confusing paths or passages 
: maze ■ an immense underground labyrinth ■ a complex 
labyrinth of tunnels and chambers 

2 : something that is extremely complicated or difficult to 
understand ■ The cockpit was a labyrinth of instruments and 
controls. * a labyrinth of social customs and rules 

— lab-y-rin-thine Ateba'rinfian, Brit ,laeb3'nn,0ain/ adj 
[more most ~] • He found it difficult to follow the mov¬ 
ie’s labyrinthine [= elaborate, intricate] plot. ■ the labyrin¬ 
thine halls of the palace 

1 lace /'leis/ noun, pi lac-es 

1 [count] : a cord or string used for tying or holding things 
together; especially : shoelace • I need new laces for these 
shoes. 

2 [noncount] : a very thin and light cloth made with patterns 
of holes ■ She wore lace on her wedding gown. — often used 
before another noun ■ lace curtains/tablecloth ■ a white lace 
scarf 

2 lace verb laced; lac-ing 

1 a [+ obj] : to pull a lace through the holes of (a shoe, boot, 
etc.) ■ She was lacing (up) her shoes, b [no obj] : to be tied 
or fastened with a lace ■ a dress that laces in the back C [+ 
obj] : INTERLACE, intertwine • She laced her fingers (to¬ 
gether) behind her head. 


2 [+ obj] a : to add a small amount of a powerful substance 
(such as alcohol, a drug, or a poison) to (something, such as 
a drink) — usually + with • Someone had laced the punch 
with brandy. ■ The pills had been laced with poison, b : to 
add something that gives flavor or interest to (something) — 
usually used as (be) laced with • a sauce laced with garlic [=a 
sauce that has had garlic added to it] • conversation laced 
with sarcasm • Her reports were often laced with witty hu¬ 
mor. 

Iac-er*ate /'laes3,reit/ verb -ates; -abed; -abing [+ obj] : to 
cut or tear (someone’s flesh) deeply or roughly • The broken 
glass lacerated his feet. ■ The patient’s hand was severely lac¬ 
erated. — sometimes used figuratively ■ Her cruel remarks 
lacerated his feelings. 

— lacerating adj ■ his lacerating [=extremely harsh] attacks 
on his critics 

lac-er-a-tion /.laesa'reijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : a deep cut or tear of the flesh ■ She suffered lacer¬ 
ations on her legs. 

2 [noncount] : the act of cutting or tearing flesh ■ The broken 
glass caused severe laceration of his feet. 

lace—up /'leis,Ap/ noun, pi- ups [count] : a shoe or boot that 
is fastened with laces ■ a pair of lace-ups — often used before 
another noun ■ lace-up boots/shoes 

lach-ry-mose /Maskra.mous/ adj [more —; most -]formal + 
literary 

1 : tending to cause tears : mournful • a lachrymose dra¬ 
ma 

2 : tending to cry often : tearful ■ a drama with a lachry¬ 
mose hero 

1 lack /'laek/ verb lacks; lacked; lack-ing : to not have 
(something) [+ obj] His book lacks any coherent structure. ■ 
They lack a good strategy for winning the election. • This 
painting lacks any artistic value. : to not have enough of 
(something) ■ She has never been accused of lacking confi¬ 
dence. ■ lack money ■ Many of these people lack the basic ne¬ 
cessities of life, [no obj] (chiefly US) — + for ■ The area does 
not lack for good restaurants. [=the area has many good res¬ 
taurants] ■ She does not lack for confidence. 

2 lack noun : the state or condition of not having any or 
enough of something : the state or condition of lacking 
something [singular] The problem is a lack of money. ■ a 
lack of experience ■ She has been suffering from a lack of 
sleep lately, [noncount] Her problem is lack of sleep. ■ There 
was no lack of interest in the proposal. [=there was much in¬ 
terest in the proposal] ■ His honesty, or lack thereof, is the 
real problem. [=the real problem is his lack of honesty] ■ 
They called it a comet, for lack of a better term/word. ^be¬ 
cause they could not think of a better term/word for it] 

lack'a-dai'Si'Cal Alaeka'deizikal/ adj [more most ~] 
: feeling or showing a lack of interest or enthusiasm • a lack¬ 
adaisical student ■ His teachers did not approve of his lacka¬ 
daisical approach to homework. 

— lack-a*dai»si*caMy AlaskaVieizikli/ adv 

lack«ey /Maeki/ noun, pi -eys [count] disapproving : a person 
who is or acts like a weak servant of someone powerful ■ He 
was nothing but a spineless lackey of the establishment. ■ a 
celebrity surrounded by his lackeys 
lacking /'laekii)/ adj 

1 : not having any or enough of something that is needed or 
wanted ■ Evidence that supports his claims is lacking. ■ Her 
performance was somehow lacking. — often + in • This wine 
is lacking in any real flavor. [=this wine does not have any 
real flavor] ■ The applicant was completely/totally lacking in 
experience. ■ The case was found (to be) lacking in merit. 

2 : needed, wanted, or expected but not present or available 
■ There was something lacking [=missing] in her perfor¬ 
mance. 

lack*IUS"ter (US) or Brit lack*lus*tre /'lsektlAStzr/ adj 
[more most ~]: lacking excitement or interest ■ a lacklus¬ 
ter [=dull, mediocre] performance ■ His writing can be lack¬ 
luster [-uninspired] at times. 

la*COn*iC /la'kaimk/ adj [more most ~]: using few words 
in speech or writing ■ a laconic reply/response ■ a laconic 
manner/style • laconic humor ■ He had a reputation for being 
laconic, synonyms see concise 

— la*con*bcaMy /la'kaimkli/ adv 

lac-quer /■!«*»/ noun, pi -quers [count, noncount] : a liq¬ 
uid that is spread on wood or metal and that dries to form a 
hard and shiny surface ■ Many coats of lacquer were applied 
to the table. 

— Iac*quered /Masked/ adj ■ a lacquered table 
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la-crosse /l3*kra:s/ noun [ noncount ] : an 
outdoor game in which players use long- 
handled sticks with nets for catching, 
throwing, and carrying the ball 
laotate /'laek.teit/ verb -tates; -tat-ed; 

-tat-ing [no obj ] technical, of a woman or a 
female animal : to produce milk • lactating 
mothers 

— lac-ta-tion /laek'teijan/ noun [noncount] 
lac-tic acid /'laektik-/ noun [noncount] 

technical : a chemical produced by the 
body in your muscles during exercise 
laC-tOSe /'laek.tous/ noun [noncount] chem¬ 
istry : a type of sugar that is present in milk 

■ people who are lactose intolerant [=unable 
to digest lactose] 

la-CU-na /la'kurna, Brit ta'kjuina/ noun, pi 
-nae /-,nai/ or -nas [count] formal : a gap 
or blank space in something : a missing part lacrosse 

■ She found a lacuna in the historical 
record. 

lacy /'leisi/ acjj lac-l-er; -est 

1 : made of lace ■ a lacy veil/border 

2 : resembling lace • The flower’s petals are lacy and deli¬ 
cate. 

lad /'laed/ noun, pi lads [count] informal 

1 chiefly Brit: a boy or young man ■ a charming young lad ■ 
Life was hard when I was a lad. ■ Well, lad , I hope you won’t 
make the same mistake again! ■ He’s a good lad at heart. 

— compare lass 

2 Brit: a man with whom you are friendly : fellow, chap ■ 
They can’t treat us like that, can they, ladsT. • He was out 
drinking with the lads [=(US) the guys, the boys] at the pub. 

In British English, a man who is a bit of a lad does things 
that are considered a bit wild, such as getting drunk and hav¬ 
ing sexual relations with many women. ■ He was a bit of a lad 
until he settled down. 
lad-der /'laeda*/ noun, pi -ders [count] 

1 : a device used for climbing that has two long pieces of 
wood, metal, or rope with a series of steps or rungs between 
them ■ climb a ladder — see also stepladder 

2 : a series of steps or stages by which someone moves up to 
a higher or better position ■ He was moving up the corporate 
ladder. ■ climbing the social ladder • She worked her way up 
from the lowest rung on the economic ladder. 

3 Brit: a long hole in a stocking : run ■ She got/had a ladder 
in her stocking. 

— ladder verb -ders; -dered; -der-lng [no obj] Brit ■ My 
stockings laddered. [+ obj] laddered tights 

lad-die /'laedi/ noun, pi -dies [count] chiefly Scotland, infor¬ 
mal : a young boy ■ a wee laddie — compare lassie 
lad-dish /'laedij/ adj [more most ~] Brit, informal: hav¬ 
ing qualities or ways of behaving that are considered typical 
of young men ■ a laddish actor • laddish horseplay 

— lad-dlsh-ness noun [noncount] 

lad-en /'leidp/ adj [more most ~] : loaded heavily with 
something : having or carrying a large amount of something 

■ a richly/heavily laden buffet table [=a buffet table on which 
there is a large amount of food] • sugar-laden junk food — 
usually + with • mules/trucks heavily laden with supplies ■ 
branches laden with fruit ■ airline passengers laden with lug¬ 
gage — often used figuratively 1 The song is laden with 
meaning and feeling, [-the song has/carries a lot of meaning 
and feeling] ■ His voice was heavily laden with sarcasm. [=his 
voice was very sarcastic] 

la—di—da /^a.di'da:/ adj [more most ~] informal : acting 

or talking in a false and annoying way that is thought to be 
typical of rich and important people ■ some la-di-da movie 
star ■ talking with a la-di-da accent 
la-dies /'leidiz/ noun [singular] Brit, informal : ladies’ 
room — usually used with the ■ Can you tell me where the 
ladies is, please? — compare gents 
ladies’ man noun, pi ~ men [count] informal : a man who 
enjoys being with and giving attention to women ■ He con¬ 
sidered himself a real ladies’ man. 
ladles’ room noun, pi ~ rooms [count] US : a public bath¬ 
room for use by women and girls — called also ( US) wom¬ 
en’s room , (Brit) ladies ; compare MEN’S room 
1 la-dle /'leidj/ noun, pi la-dles [count] : a large and deep 
spoon with a long handle that is used for serving a liquid ■ a 
soup ladle 

2 ladle verb ladles; la-dled; la-dllng [+ obj]: to take up and 


carry (a liquid) by using a large spoon : to serve (a liquid) 
with a ladle ■ The soup was ladled into the bowls. ■ ladling the 
wine into cups — often + out ■ volunteers ladling out soup to 
homeless people — sometimes used figuratively ■ He’s al¬ 
ways ladling out unwanted advice to his friends. 
la-dv /'leidi/ noun,pi -dies [count] 

1 : a woman who behaves in a polite way ■ Her mother was 
always telling her to act like a lady. ■ She’s a real lady. 

2 : woman ■ He bumped into some lady walking to the bus 
stop. ■ (i chiefly US, informal) She’s one feisty/sexy lady , I can 
tell you! ■ He helped a little old lady cross the street. — used 
especially in polite speech or when speaking to a group of 
women ■ The lady behind the counter will take your order. • 
She told her little boy to say “thank you” to the nice lady for 
helping them. ■ Would someone please get the/this lady a 
chair? ■ Good evening, ladies and gentlemen! ■ Please step 
this way, ladies. — sometimes used informally in U.S. En¬ 
glish when speaking to one woman ■ Hey, lady, you forgot 
your purse! [=(more commonly and politely) excuse me, 
ma’am, you forgot your purse] — sometimes used informal¬ 
ly before another noun ■ a lady doctor [=(more commonly 
and politely) a female/woman doctor] The phrase young 
lady is used in informal speech as a form of address for a girl 
or young woman. An angry parent speaking to a daughter, 
for example, might address her as young lady. ■ Just where do 
you think you’re going, young ladyl\ — see also bag lady, 
CLEANING LADY, DRAGON LADY, lady luck at *LUCK 

3 : a woman of high social position ■ the ladies of society 

4 a informal : a man’s girlfriend ■ I’ve been wanting to meet 
his new lady, b chiefly Brit, old-fashioned : a man's wife • 
What would you and your good lady like to drink? 

5 Lady : a woman who is a member of the nobility — used 
as a title ■ Lady Margaret 

it ain’t over until/till the fat lady sings US, informal — 
used to say that the final result of something (such as a 
sports contest) has not yet been decided and could still 
change ■ We’re losing, but remember: it ain’t over till the fat 
lady sings. (=the game is not over; there is still a chance 
that we could win] 

- see also first lady, leading lady, old lady 
la-dy-bug /'leidi,bAg/ noun, pi -bugs I count] US : a type of 

small flying insect that has a round red back with dark spots 

— called also (Brit) la»dy-bird /'leidi.b^d/ see color picture 
on page CIO 

la-dy—in—wait-ing /'leidijin'weitir)/ noun, pi la-dies—in— 
wait-ing [count] : a woman whose job is provide help to a 
queen or princess 

la-dy—klll-er /'leidi'kiW noun, pi -ers [count] informal + 
somewhat old-fashioned : a man who is known for being very 
attractive to women and who has relations with many wom¬ 
en ■ He had a reputation as a real lady-killer. 
la-dy-like /'leidi,laik/ adj [more most —]: polite and qui¬ 

et in a way that has traditionally been considered suited to a 
woman ■ ladylike behavior ■ encouraging young women to 
be more ladylike 
lady of the house noun 

the lady of the house somewhat old-Jashioned : the female 
family member who has the most responsibility for taking 
care of and making decisions about the household • Is the 
lady of the house at home? 

La-dy-Ship /'leidijip/ noun, pi -ships [count] chiefly Brit 

— used in addressing or referring to a woman who is a mem¬ 
ber of the nobility ■ Her Ladyship is not at home. ■ Can I get 
Your Ladyship anything else? 

1 lag /'keg/ verb lags; lagged; lag-glng 

1 [no obj] a : to move more slowly than others : to fail to 
walk or move as quickly as others — usually + behind ■ One 
of the hikers kept lagging behind the rest of the group. • We 
had to stop and wait because someone was lagging behind. 
b : to be in a position that is behind others — usually + be¬ 
hind ■ a politician who is lagging behind [^trailing] in the elec¬ 
tion campaign ■ The company has lagged behind its competi¬ 
tors in developing new products. 

2 [no obj] : to happen or develop more slowly than expected 
or wanted — usually + behind ■ Production has continued to 
lag (far/well/way) behind schedule/demand. 

- compare 3 lag 

2 lag noun, pi lags [singular] : a space of time between two 
events ■ There is a lag of a day or two between the time you 
deposit a check and the time the funds are available for with¬ 
drawal. ■ There is a slight lag between the time when the 
camera’s shutter is pressed and the actual taking of the pic- 
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ture. ■ Work on the project has resumed after a lag of several 
months. — called also time lag see also jet lag 

3 lag verb lags; lagged; lagging [+ obj\Brit: to cover (some¬ 
thing, such as a pipe) with a special material (called lagging) 
that keeps it from losing or gaining heat ■ Be sure to lag [in¬ 
sulate] the pipe to prevent heat loss. — compare ‘lag 
la-ger /'larger/ noun, pi -gers [count, noncount ] : a type of 
beer that is light in color and is aged at cool temperatures ■ a 
pint of lager 

lager lout noun, pi ~ louts [count] Brit, informal : a man 
who gets drunk and then behaves badly 
lag-gard /'laeg^d/ noun, pi -gards [count] somewhat old- 
fashioned : a person or thing that does not go or move as 
quickly as others ■ The company has been a laggard in devel¬ 
oping new products. 

— laggard adj [more —; most ~] • He was laggard [=s/ow] in 
payment of his debts. 

Iag*ging /'laegi 0 / noun [noncount] Brit : a special material 
that is used to cover something (such as a pipe) to keep it 
from losing or gaining heat 

la-goon /la'guin/ noun, pi -goons [count] : an area of sea 
water that is separated from the ocean by a reef or sandbar ■ 
a tropical blue lagoon 
laid past tense and past participle of ‘lay 
laid-back /'leid'baek/ adj [more most ~] informal : re¬ 
laxed and calm ■ My boss is pretty laid-back about most 
things. ■ a laid-back attitude ■ He enjoyed the restaurant’s 
laid-back style, 
lain past participle of 1 lie 
lair /'lea-/ noun, pi lairs [count] 

1 : the place where a wild animal sleeps ■ tracking the bear 
back to its lair 

2 : a place where someone hides or where someone goes to 
be alone and to feel safe or comfortable ■ the villain’s lair ■ 
She runs the project from her private lair in the suburbs. 

laird / l \e,^d/ noun, pi lairds [count] : a man who owns a large 
amount of land in Scotland 

lairy /Meri/ adj lair-i-er; -est [also more most ~] Brit slang 
: unpleasantly loud, confident, etc. ■ When he drinks he gets 
a bit lairy. 

1 lais-sez—faire /.l^sei'feay noun [noncount] economics : a 
policy that allows businesses to operate with very little inter¬ 
ference from the government ■ a strong advocate of laissez- 
faire 

2 laissez—faire adj, always used before a noun [more most 
~] economics : favoring a policy that allows businesses to 
operate with very little interference from the government • 
laissez-faire capitalism/economics — often used figuratively 
■ She took a laissez-faire approach to managing her employ¬ 
ees. [=she allowed her employees to do what they chose to do 
without much direction from her] 
la-ity /'lejati/ noun [noncount] : the people of a religion who 
are not priests, ministers, etc. ■ a member of the laity ■ The 
laity has/have played an important role in the history of the 
church. — compare clergy, layman, laywoman 
lake /'leik/ noun, pi lakes [count] : a large area of water that 
is surrounded by land ■ They own a cottage at/by/on the 
lake. ■ the shores of the lake — often used in names • Lake 
Michigan — see color picture on page C7 
(go) jump in a/the lake chiefly US, informal — used as an 
angry way to tell someone to go away ■ I was so mad at him 
that I told him to go jump in a lake. 
lake-front /'leik.frAnt/ noun, pi -fronts [count] chiefly US 
: the land beside a lake ■ We went for a walk down at the 
lakefront. — often used before another noun ■ lakefront 
property 

lake-shore /'leik Joa 1 / noun, pi -shores [count]: the shore 
of a lake ■ Follow this path to the lakeshore.; also : lake- 
front ■ lakeshore condominiums 
lake-side /'leik,said/ noun, pi -sides [count] : lakefront 

— usually used before another noun ■ a lakeside home/cot¬ 
tage/community 

la—la land /'la:,la:-/ noun [noncount] informal 

1 : the mental state of someone who is not aware of what is 
really happening — usually used in the phrase in la-la land ■ I 
tried to talk to him, but he was off in la-la land. ■ If that’s 
what she thinks, she’s living in la-la land. — called also (Brit) 
cloud-cuckoo-land 

2 La-La Land — used as a nickname for Los Angeles, Cali¬ 
fornia ■ stories about life in La-La Land 

lam /'l*em/ noun 


on the lam US, informal : trying to avoid being caught by 
the police »two escaped convicts on the lam If you take 
It on the lam, you try to escape. This expression is now 
used mainly to suggest or imitate the language of old mov¬ 
ies about gangsters. ■ She stole a lot of money from her em¬ 
ployer and took it on the lam. 

la-ma /'la:m3/ noun, pi -mas [count] : a Buddhist priest of 
Tibet or Mongolia 

La-maze /h'marz/ adj, always used before a noun, medical 
: of or relating to a method of preparing women to give birth 
to children without the use of drugs ■ taking Lamaze classes ■ 
the Lamaze method 
1 lamb /'hem/ noun, pi lambs 

1 a [count] : a young sheep ■ She’s as gentle as a lamb. ■ a sac¬ 
rificial lamb —compare ewe, ‘ram b [noncount] : the 
meat of a lamb • leg/rack erf lamb ■ lamb chops 

2 [count] informal : an innocent, weak, or gentle person ■ 
You poor lamb. 

like a lamb to the slaughter : in a very innocent way 
: without knowing that something bad will happen ■ He 
walked into the meeting like a lamb to the slaughter, 
mutton dressed as lamb see mutton 
2 lamb verb lambs; lambed; lamb-ing [no obj] of a sheep 
: to give birth to a lamb ■ The ewes will lamb soon, 
lam-baste or lam-bast /Jaem'beist, Jaem'beest/ verb 
-bastes or -basts; -bast-ed; -bast-ing [+ obj] : to criti¬ 
cize (someone or something) very harshly ■ The coach lam¬ 
basted the team for its poor play. ■ They wrote several letters 
lambasting the new law. 

I am-bent /'laembant/ adj, formal + literary 

1 : shining or glowing softly ■ lambent flames ■ lambent sun¬ 
light glinting off the waves 

2 : having a light, appealing quality ■ a writer known for her 
lambent wit 

Iamb-Skin /'laen^skin/ noun, pi -skins [count, noncount ] 
: the skin of a lamb ■ gloves made of lambskin — often used 
before another noun ■ lambskin gloves 
lambs-wool /'laemz^ul/ noun [noncount] : soft wool from 
lambs — often used before another noun ■ a lambswool 
sweater 

lame /'leim/ adj lam-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : having an injured leg or foot that makes walking difficult 
or painful ■ a lame horse ■ The horse had gone lame , and it 
grew lamer. ■ The accident left him lame for life. 

2 informal : not strong, good, or effective : weak ■ He of¬ 
fered a lame apology/defense/excuse for his actions. ■ That 
joke was lame. 

3 US, informal : not smart or impressive ■ She’s nice, but her 
boyfriend is really lame. 

the lame : people who are lame ■ providing care for the sick 
and the lame 

— lame-ly adv ■ He hobbled lamely down the path. ■ He 
lamely listed his excuses. — lame-ness noun [noncount] ■ 
a common cause of lameness in horses • the lameness of his 
excuse 

Ia-m6 /la'mei/ noun [noncount] : shiny cloth that contains 
silver or gold threads 

lame-brain /'leim,brein/ noun, pi -brains [count] US, infor¬ 
mal : a stupid person ■ Listen, lamebrain, we’ve had enough 
of your idiotic suggestions! 

— lamebrain or lame-brained /'lem^breind/ adj, always 
used before a noun ■ lamebrain [=stupid] ideas ■ The movie 
is a lamebrained comedy. 

lame duck noun, pi ~ ducks [count] 

1 chiefly US : an elected official whose time in an office or 
position will soon end ■ The President was a lame duck dur¬ 
ing the end of his second term. — often used before another 
noun ■ a lame-duck president 

2 chiefly Brit : a person, company, etc., that is weak or un¬ 
successful and nefeds help 

1 la-ment /b'ment/ verb -ments; -ment-ed; -ment-ing/or- 

mal : to express sorrow, regret, or unhappiness about some¬ 
thing [no obj] She lamented over the loss of her best friend. ■ 
(chiefly US) He was lamenting about rising gasoline prices. 
[+ obj] She lamented (the fact) that she had lost her best 
friend. = She lamented having lost her best friend. = She la¬ 
mented the loss of her best friend. ■ “I’ve lost my best friend!" 
she lamented. — see also lamented 
2 lament noun, pi -ments [count] formal : an expression of 
sorrow; especially : a song or poem that expresses sorrow for 
someone who has died or something that is gone ■ The poem 
is a lament for a lost love. 
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la>men*ta>ble /ta'mEntabsl, 'lsemsntabal/ adj [more 
most ~] formal : deserving to be criticized or regretted ■ The 
region has a long and lamentable [-regrettable] history of eth¬ 
nic fighting. ■ a lamentable [-unfortunate] consequence of 
the war 

- la-men-ta-bly /la'mentabli, 'leemantabli/ adv • Funding 
for the project was lamentably low. ■ Lamentably , they 
were unprepared for the disaster, 
lam-en-ta-tion /^ceman'teijan/ noun.pl -tions formal : an 
expression of great sorrow or deep sadness [count] bitter 
lamentations for the dead [noncount] words spoken in lam¬ 
entation for the dead 

la-ment-ed /la'mentad/ adj, always used before a noun 
: deeply missed — used to refer to someone who has died • 
her late lamented husband 

1 lam-i-nate /Maema.neit/ verb -nates; -nat-ed; -nat-ing [+ 

obj] : to cover (something) with a thin layer of clear plastic 
for protection ■ laminate a photograph 
2 lam-i*nate /Msemanat/ noun, pi -nates : a product made by 
pressing together thin layers of material [noncount] The 
kitchen counters are made of plastic laminate, [count] plas¬ 
tic laminates 

lanvi-na-ted /'l£ema,neitad/ adj 

1 : made by pressing together thin layers of material ■ lami¬ 
nated wood ■ laminated kitchen counters 

2 : covered with a thin layer of clear plastic for protection ■ a 
laminated photograph 

lamp /Msemp/ noun, pi lamps [count] 

1 : a device that produces light ■ turn on/off the lamp ■ a 
street lamp ■ a table/desk lamp ■ an oil lamp [=a device that 
produces light by burning oil] — see picture at living 
room; see also floor lamp 

2 : LIGHT BULB 

lamp-light /'lsemp.lait/ noun [noncount] : the light of a 
lamp ■ We could see the glow of lamplight in the window. 
1 lam-poon /laem'pu-.n/ verb -poons; -pooned; -poon-ing 
[+ obj] : to publicly criticize (someone or something) in a 
way that causes laughter : to mock or make fun of (someone 
or something) • The politician was lampooned in cartoons. 
2 lampoon noun,pi -poons [count] : a piece of writing, a car¬ 
toon, etc., that mocks or makes fun of a well-known person 
or thing ■ He said such ridiculous things that he was often the 
target of lampoons in the press. 

lamp-post /Mcemp.poost/ noun, pi -posts [count] : a post 
with an outdoor lamp on top 

lamp-shade /'laempjeid/ noun, pi -shades [count] : a 
cover that softens or directs the light of a lamp ■ a silk/glass/ 
paper lampshade 

LAN /'teen, ^l.ei'cn/ noun, pi LANs [count] : local area 
NETWORK 

1 lance /'Isens, Brit 'la:ns/ noun, pi lanc-es [count] : a long, 
pointed weapon used in the past by knights riding on horses 
2 lance verb lances; lanced; lanc-ing [+ obj] medical : to 
cut (an infected area on a person’s skin) with a sharp tool so 
that pus will flow out ■ He had the boil/blister on his arm 
lanced. 

lance corporal noun, pi ~ -rals [count] : a person in the 
U.S. Marines, the Royal Marines, or the British Army with a 
rank just below that of corporal 

lan-cet /'laensat, Brit 'lainsat/ noun, pi -cets [count] medical 
: a sharp tool used for cutting the skin 
1 land /Maend/ noun, pi lands 

1 [noncount] : the solid part of the surface of the Earth : an 
area of ground ■ arid/fertile/flat land ■ the land along the 
highway ■ The land stretched as far as you could see. ■ They 
cleared some land to grow crops. ■ After two days of sailing, 
we were miles from land. ■ They invaded the country by land 
and by sea. — often used before another noun ■ land animals 
[=animals that live on land] ■ a total land area of two miles ■ a 
land battle/war [=a battle/war fought on the ground rather 
than at sea or in the air] — see also dry land, lay of the 

LAND, WETLAND 

2 ; an area of the earth’s solid surface that is owned by some¬ 
one [noncount] They own land in Alaska. ■ They bought 
some land and built a house. ■ a piece/plot of land [plural] 
His lands extend as far as the eye can see. — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ land development/ownership/prices 

3 [count] : a country or nation ■ He was the most powerful 
politician in the land. ■ foreign lands ■ the lands of/in the Far 
East ■ He always remained loyal to his native land. [=the 
country in which he was bom] ■ America, the land of oppor¬ 


tunity — sometimes used Figuratively ■ in the land [-realm] 
of dreams ■ a land of illusion — see also dreamland, la- 
la LAND, NEVER-NEVER LAND, NO-MAN’S LAND, PROM¬ 
ISED LAND 

4 the land : land in the countryside that is thought of as pro¬ 
viding a simple and good way of living ■ He wanted to move/ 
get back to the land. • people who are living off the land 
[=getting food by farming, hunting, etc.] • farmers working 
the land [^planting and growing crops] 

how the land lies chiefly Brit : the true facts about a situa¬ 
tion • Let’s see how the land lies before we make any deci¬ 
sions. • We don’t know how the land lies, 
in the land of the living informal : alive « I hadn’t heard 
from him for years and was glad to find him still in the land 
of the living. 

land of milk and honey : a place where there is plenty of 
food and money and life is very easy ■ Many immigrants 
thought that America was a land of milk and honey, 
live off/on the fat of the land see 2 fat 
2 land verb lands; land-ed; land-lng 

1 a [no obj ]: to return to the ground or another surface after 
a flight ■ The plane landed on the runway. ■ We watched the 
seaplanes landing on the water. ■ The bird landed in a tree. ■ 
A butterfly landed on the flower. ■ Our flight was scheduled 
to land in Pittsburgh at 4:00. • It was raining heavily at the 
airport when we landed. ■ The plane landed safely, b [+ obj] 
: to cause (an airplane, helicopter, etc.) to return to the 
ground or another surface after a flight • The pilot was able 
to land the plane on the runway. 

2 a [no obj] : to hit or come to a surface after falling or mov¬ 
ing through the air ■ I fell and landed on my shoulder. [=my 
shoulder hit the ground when I fell] ■ He tripped and his 
plate landed on the floor. [=his plate fell to the floor] ■ The 
golf ball landed in the trees. ■ I could not see where the ball 
landed. • The cat fell from the tree but landed on its feet. — 
sometimes used figuratively • He lost his job but landed on 
his feet [=ended up in a good situation] when he was hired 
by another company just a few days later, b [+ obj] sports 
: to complete (a jump or other athletic movement) by land¬ 
ing on your feet ■ The skater landed all her jumps. ■ He land¬ 
ed his dismount from the parallel bars perfectly. 

3 a [+ obj] : to cause (someone) to be in a specified place or 
situation ■ The injury landed her in the hospital. - His care¬ 
lessness is going to land him in trouble, b [no obj] : to reach 
or come to a place or situation that was not planned or ex¬ 
pected ■ He landed (up) in jail. [=he ended up in jail] ■ She 
took the wrong subway and landed on the other side of 
town. ■ The team landed in first place. ■ Another memo from 
the boss landed on my desk [=caine to my desk] today. 

4 [+ obj] : to succeed in getting (something) ■ He landed the 
job. ■ The salesman landed the order. ■ She landed the lead 
part in the play. 

5 a [+ obj] : to put (someone or something) onto the shore 
from a ship or boat • The boat landed him close to the beach. 
■ The boat landed its cargo close to the beach. ■ These craft 
are designed for landing troops and equipment, b [no obj] 
: to go onto the shore from a ship or boat • The troops land¬ 
ed on the island. C [no obj] of a ship or boat or its passengers 
: to reach the shore ■ Will the cruise ship land [-arrive] on 
schedule? ■ The boat landed at dusk. ■ There was nowhere 
for the boat to land. 

6 [+ obj] : to catch and bring in (a fish) ■ Farther down the 
stream he landed a trout. 

7 [+ obj]: to hit someone with (a punch, blow, etc.) ■ During 
the Fight he never landed a punch. 

land in your lap see 'lap 

land with [phrasal verb] land (someone) with (something or 
someone) Brit, informal : to force (someone) to deal with 
(something or someone unpleasant) ■ I always get landed 
with the washing-up. 

land-ed /'laendad/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : owning a large amount of land • the landed gentry/aris¬ 
tocracy/class 

2 : including a large amount of land • a landed estate ■ land¬ 
ed wealth 

land-fall /'teend,fa:l/ noun, pi -falls [count]: the land that is 
first seen or reached after a journey by sea or air ■ From the 
deck of the boat, we saw our first landfall. • They made land¬ 
fall J=they reached land] on the fourth day of their journey, 
land-fill /'teend,fil/ noun, pi -fills 

1 [noncount] : a system in which waste materials are buried 
under the ground ■ using landfill to dispose of trash 

2 : an area where waste is buried under the ground [count] 
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waste buried in landfills [noncount] Part of the city was built 
on landfill. 

land-form /'laend^oam/ noun, pi -forms [count] geology : a 
natural feature (such as a mountain or valley) of the Earth’s 
surface • landforms created by glaciers 
land-hold'er /'laend.houkW noun, pi -ers [count] : a per¬ 
son who owns land : landowner ■ a large landholder [=a 
person who owns a large amount of land] 

— land-hold-ing / a laend,houldii)/ noun, pi -ings [count] ■ a 
wealthy man with large landholdings 

landing /'lamdig/ noun, pi -ings 

1 : an act of returning to the ground or another surface after 
a flight [count] The plane made a smooth/perfect landing. ■ 
The helicopter had to make an emergency landing. • The pi¬ 
lot was practicing takeoffs and landings. ■ a lunar/moon 
landing [=a landing on the moon] [noncount] Landing in 
high winds can be dangerous. ■ Our plane was cleared for 
landing. — often used before another noun ■ an airplane’s 
landing lights ■ a landing zone/site — see also soft land¬ 
ing 

2 [count]: a level area at the top of stairs or between two sets 
of stairs ■ We stopped to rest at the first floor landing. 

3 [count] : a place where boats and ships load and unload 
passengers and cargo ■ I waited at the landing for the ferry. 

4 [count] : a military action in which soldiers are brought by 
boat, airplane, helicopter, etc., to land at a place controlled 
by the enemy ■ troop landings 

landing craft noun, pi ~ craft [count] : a boat or ship de¬ 
signed to bring soldiers and equipment to the shore 
landing field noun, pi ~~ fields [count] : a field where air¬ 
craft land and take off : airfield 
landing gear noun [noncount] : the wheels and other parts 
of an aircraft that support its weight when it is on the ground 

— called also undercarriage 

landing strip noun, pi ~ strips [count ]: airstrip 
land-la-dy /Maend,leidi/ noun, pi -dies [count] 

1 : a woman who owns a house, apartment, etc., and rents it 
to other people 

2 : a woman who runs an inn, pub, or rooming house 

— compare landlord 

land-less /'laendlas/ adj : not owning any land ■ landless 
people 

land-locked /'laend,la:kt/ acfi : surrounded by land ■ a 
landlocked country 

land-lord /'laend^oa-d/ noun, pi -lords [count] 

1 : a person who owns a house, apartment, etc., and rents it 
to other people — see also ABSENTEE LANDLORD 

2 : a man who runs an inn, pub, or rooming house 

— compare landlady 

land-lub-ber /'laend^Aba-/ noun, pi -bers [count] old- 
fashioned + humorous : a person who knows very little or 
nothing about the sea or ships : a person who is not a sailor 
land-mark /'laend.maafc/ noun, pi -marks [count] 

1 a : an object or structure on land that is easy to see and 
recognize • The Golden Gate Bridge is a famous/familiar 
landmark in San Francisco, b US : a building or place that 
was important in history ■ The battlefield is a national histor¬ 
ical landmark. 

2 : a very important event or achievement ■ The moon land¬ 
ing is a landmark in space exploration. ■ The decision/ruling 
was a landmark in legal history. — often used before anoth¬ 
er noun ■ a landmark legal case ■ a landmark court decision ■ 
a landmark discovery 

land-mass / l ]3tx\d t rmes/ noun, pi -mass«es [count ]: a very 
large area of land (such as a continent) ■ continental land- 
masses 

land mine noun,pi ~ mines [count] : a bomb that is buried 
in the ground and that explodes when someone steps on it or 
drives over it — sometimes used figuratively ■ an issue that is 
an emotional/political land mine [=an issue that could cause 
great emotional/political damage; an explosive issue] 
land-own-er /'laend^una 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a person 
who owns land ■ a large landowner [=a person who owns a 
large amount of land] ■ a wealthy landowner 

— land-own*ing /Maend,ounii)/ afij, always used before a 
noun • landowning families 

1 land-scape / 1 laend,skeip/ noun, pi -scapes 

1 [count] : a picture that shows a natural scene of land or the 
countryside ■ She likes to paint landscapes. ■ a landscape 
painter/artist 

2 [count] : an area of land that has a particular quality or ap¬ 


pearance ■ The farm is set in a landscape of rolling hills. ■ He 
gazed out at the beautiful landscape. • a desert/rural/urban 
landscape — see color picture on page C7 

3 [count] : a particular area of activity ■ The last several years 
have seen real changes in the political landscape. [=scene] 

4 [noncount] : a way of printing a page so that the shorter 
sides are on the left and right and the longer sides are at the 
top and bottom — compare PORTRAIT 

landscape verb -scapes; -scaped; -scap-ing [+ obj] : to 
make changes to improve the appearance of (an area of 
land) ■ A professional landscaped the yard. ■ an area land¬ 
scaped with flowering shrubs and trees ■ a beautifully land¬ 
scaped campus 

- land-scap-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ He hired profession¬ 
al landscapers to plan a garden. — landscaping noun 
[noncount] • We admired the beautiful landscaping of the 
campus/yard. ■ a landscaping service 

landscape architect noun, pi ~ -tects [count] : a person 
whose job is to plan and create large outdoor spaces such as 
gardens, parks, etc. 

- landscape architecture noun [noncount] 
landscape gardener noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a person 

who designs and creates large gardens 

— landscape gardening noun [noncount] 
land-slide /'laend,slaid/ noun, pi -slides [count] 

1 : a large mass of rocks and earth that suddenly and quickly 
moves down the side of a mountain or hill • The earthquake 
triggered a landslide. ■ They were buried under the landslide. 

2 : an election in which the winner gets a much greater num¬ 
ber of votes than the loser ■ The presidential election turned 
out to be one of the biggest landslides in history. • a landslide 
victory ■ She won the election by/in a landslide. 

land-slip /Maend^lip/ noun, pi -slips [count] Brit : land¬ 
slide 1 

lane /'lem/ noun, pi lanes [count] 

1 : a narrow road or path ■ a country lane — often used in 
the names of streets ■ Their house is on Maple Lane. 

2 : a part of road that is marked by painted lines and that is 
for a single line of vehicles ■ traffic lanes ■ a highway with 
three lanes = a three-lane highway ■ The truck’s driver kept 
changing lanes. — see also breakdown lane, fast lane, 
PASSING LANE, SLOW LANE 

3 : a narrow part of a track or swimming pool that is used by 
a single runner or swimmer in a race • She moved to the out¬ 
side lane. 

4 : an ocean route used by ships ■ shipping lanes 

5 : a long narrow surface that is used for bowling ■ a bowling 
lane 

6 US : an area in a store (such as a supermarket) where cus¬ 
tomers form a line while waiting to pay for the things they 
are buying ■ Customers with fewer than 12 items can use the 
express lane. [=the lane that lets people pay for their items 
more quickly than other lanes] 

memory lane see memory 
lan-auage /'laeggwicfe/ noun, pi -guag-es 

1 SL[noncount] : the system of words or signs that people use 
to express thoughts and feelings to each other ■ spoken and 
written language • the origin of language — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ language acquisition ■ language skills 

— see also body language b [count]: any one of the sys¬ 
tems of human language that are used and understood by a 
particular group of people ■ the English language ■ How 
many languages do you speak? ■ a foreign language ■ French 
is her first/native language. ■ The book has been translated 
into several languages. ■ He’s learning English as a second 
language. ■ After a few days in France, I realized that I didn’t 
know the language [=1 didn’t know the French language] as 
well as I had thought. ■ a new word that has recently entered 
the language ■ a language instructor/teacher ■ foreign lan¬ 
guage classes ■ A language barrier existed between the two 
countries. [=people in the two countries did not understand 
each other because they spoke different languages] — see 
also SIGN LANGUAGE 

2 [noncount] : words of a particular kind ■ the formal lan¬ 
guage of the report ■ the beauty of Shakespeare’s language ■ 
She expressed her ideas using simple and clear language. ■ He 
is always careful in his use of language. ■ bad/foul/obscene/ 
strong/vulgar language ■ You’d better watch your language 
[=be careful about the words you use] when you’re talking to 
her. 

3 [noncount] : the words and expressions used in a particular 
activity or by a particular group of people ■ the language of 
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diplomacy/lawyers ■ legal/military language 

4 [count] : a system of signs and symbols that is used to con¬ 
trol a computer a a programming language 

5 [count] : a system of sounds or movements by which ani¬ 
mals communicate with each other ■ the language of bees/ 
dolphins 

speak/talk the same language : to understand each other 
well because of shared ideas and feelings • She and I will 
never get along. We just don’t speak the same language. 
language arts noun [plural] chiefly US : school subjects 
(such as reading, spelling, and writing) that relate to using 
language 

language laboratory noun, pi ~ -ries [count] : a room 
with equipment (such as computers or tape recorders) where 
people can listen to and practice speaking foreign languages 

— called also language lab 

lan-guid /'Izeijgwad/ adj, formal + literary : showing or hav¬ 
ing very little strength, energy, or activity ■ a long, languid 
sigh ■ They proceeded at a languid pace. • It was a hot, lan¬ 
guid summer day. 

— lan-guid-ly adv ■ He was leaning languidly against the 
wall. ■ The river moved languidly. 

lan-guish /'kexjgwijy verb -guish-es; -guished; -guish- 
ing [no obj] formal + literary : to continue for a long time 
without activity or progress in an unpleasant or unwanted 
situation — usually + in • The bill languished in the Senate 
for months. • She languished in obscurity for many years un¬ 
til the success of her novel made her famous. ■ an innocent 
man who has been languishing in prison for years 
lan-guor /'lteggaV noun, literary : a state of feeling tired and 
relaxed [noncount] They enjoyed the languor brought on by 
a hot summer afternoon, [singular] They felt an indefinable 
languor. 

— lan-guor-ous /'lserjgaras/ adj ■ a long languorous after¬ 
noon - lan-guor-ous-ly adv 

lank /'ljeijk/ adj, of hair : hanging straight down in an unat¬ 
tractive way ■ a woman with long, lank hair 
lanky /'lseqki/ adj lank-i-er; -est [also more most —] 
: tall and thin with usually an awkward quality ■ a lanky 
teenager • a lanky fashion model 
lan-O-lill/'kenslsn/ noun [noncount] : an oily substance that 
comes from sheep’s wool and that is used for making soaps 
and lotions 

Ian-tern /'lgenta'n/ noun, pi -terns [count] : a light that has 
usually a glass covering and that can be carried by a handle 

— see picture at camping; see also magic lantern 
lan-tern—jawed /'ljentenidfeaid/ aflj — used to describe 

someone whose lower jaw sticks out beyond the upper jaw ■ 
a tall lantern-jawed man 

1 lap /'lsep/ noun, pi laps [count] : the area between the knees 
and the hips of a person who is sitting down • A child was sit¬ 
ting on his lap. ■ She held the baby in/on her lap. ■ He kept 
his hands in/on his lap. ■ The students rested the books in/on 
their laps. 

drop/fall into your lap or land In your lap informal <■ If 
something good drops/falls into your lap or lands in your 
lap , it comes to you suddenly in an unexpected way even 
though you did not try to get it. ■ This wonderful new job 
just/e// into my lap when I was least expecting it! 
drop/dump (something) In/lnto/on your lap informal <* If 
something is dropped/dumped in/into/on your lap , it is given 
to you suddenly even though you did not want it or expect 
it. • Another major problem was dumped into her lap. 

In the lap of luxury : in a situation of great ease, comfort, 
and wealth ■ She was reared in the lap of luxury. 

In the lap of the gods chiefly Brit : not yet decided or cer¬ 
tain ■ The election is too close to call: the result is in the lap 
of the gods. 

— compare 3 lap 

2 lap verb laps; lapped; lap-ping [+ obj] 

1 : to cause (something) to partly cover something else — 
often + over ■ lap one shingle over another 

2 : to go past (another racer who is one or more laps behind 
you) * When I lapped the runner who was in second place, I 
knew I'd have an easy victory. 

— compare “lap 

3 lap noun, pi laps [count] 

1 : an act of going completely around a track or over a 
course when you are running, swimming, etc. ■ The race is 12 
laps long. ■ With one lap remaining, the race was still close. • 
the last/final lap of the race ■ (US) He was swimming/doing 
laps in the pool. [=he was swimming from one end of the 


pool to the other and then back again] ^ The winner of a 
race often takes a victory lap (US) or lap of honour C Brit) by 
going around the track or over the course alone one more 
time as a way to celebrate. 

2 : a part of a journey ■ They were in the last lap [=stage. leg] 
of their trip home from Europe. 

- compare ‘lap 

4 lap verb laps; lapped; lap-ping 

1 : to drink by licking with the tongue [no obj] The dog was 
lapping at the water in the puddle. [+ obj] The cat lapped the 
water in the dish. — often + up ■ The dog lapped up the water 
in the puddle. — often used figuratively ■ The crowd lapped 
up every word he said. [=the crowd eagerly listened to and 
accepted every word he said] ■ He was making some outra¬ 
geous claims, but the audience was really lapping It up. 

2 of water : to move repeatedly over or against something in 
gentle waves [no obj] The waves lapped at/against the shore. 
[+ obj] Waves gently lapped the shore. 

- compare 2 lap 

- lapping noun [noncount] ■ the lapping of the waves 

lap belt noun, pi ~ belts [count] : a seat belt that fastens 
across your lap 

lap dancing noun [noncount] : an activity in which a per¬ 
former (such as a dancer at a nightclub or strip club) makes 
sexual movements while sitting on the lap of a customer 

- lap dance noun, pi ~ dances [count] - lap dancer 
noun, pi ~ -ers [count] 

lap-dog /'l£ep,da:g/ noun, pi -dogs [count] 

1 : a dog that is small enough to be held in a person’s lap 

2 : a weak person who is controlled by someone else ■ His 
coworkers regarded him as the boss’s lap dog. 

la-pel /la'pel/ noun, pi -pels [count] : either one of the two 
folds of fabric that are below the collar on the front of a coat 
or jacket • He wore a carnation in his lapel. — see color pic¬ 
ture on page Cl5 

la-pis la-ZU-li /Jeepas'lzezali, Brit dsepas'Uezjuli/ noun [non¬ 
count] : a deep blue stone that is used in jewelry — called 
also lapis', see color picture on page Cll 
1 lapse /'lseps/ noun, pi laps-es [count] 

1 a : an occurrence in which you fail to think or act in the 
usual or proper way for a brief time and make a mistake ■ He 
blamed the error on a minor mental lapse. ■ As he grew older 
he began to have memory lapses. [=times when he forgot 
things that he should have remembered] — often + in ■ a 
lapse in decorum/civility/judgment ■ a serious lapse in secu¬ 
rity — often + of ■ She had a brief lapse of attention/concen¬ 
tration. b : an occurrence in which someone behaves badly 
for usually a short period of time • moral lapses ■ a politician 
who is being accused of ethical lapses [=accused of doing 
things that are not ethical] C : a change that results in 
worse behavior ■ a lapse into bad habits 

2 : a period of time between events — often + of • He re¬ 
turned to college after a lapse of several years. 

3 : the ending of something that happens when the pay¬ 
ments necessary for it to continue are not made — often + of 
■ the lapse of an insurance policy ■ the lapse of a magazine 
subscription 

2 lapse verb lapses; lapsed; laps-ing [no obj] 

1 : to stop for usually a brief time ■ After a few polite words 
the conversation lapsed. ■ Her interest in politics lapsed while 
she was in medical school. 

2 : to become no longer effective or valid • She didn’t pay 
the premium and her life insurance policy lapsed. ■ He forgot 
to renew his driver’s license, so it lapsed. • She allowed the 
magazine subscription to lapse. 

lapse into [phrasal verb] lapse into (something) 1 : to begin 
using or doing (something that should be avoided) for a 
short period of time ■ He’s a good writer, but he occasion¬ 
ally lapses into jargon. 2 : to begin to be in (a worse or 
less active state or condition) ■ The crowd lapsed into si¬ 
lence. ■ The patient lapsed into [= slipped into] a coma. ■ He 
lapsed into unconsciousness. ■ The society lapsed into de¬ 
cline. 

lapsed aflj, always used before a noun 

1 : no longer believing or following the teachings of a reli¬ 
gion ■ a lapsed Catholic/Mormon 

2 : no longer effective or valid ■ a lapsed insurance policy 
lap-top /'l£ep,ta:p/ noun, pi -tops [count]: a small computer 

that is designed to be easily carried • He uses a laptop for 
business when he travels. — called also laptop computer, 
compare desktop 

lar-ce-ny /'laa«3ni/ noun, pi -nies law : the act of stealing 
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something : theft [non¬ 
count] He was arrested and 
charged with larceny, [count] 

He has been accused of sever¬ 
al larcenies. — see also 

GRAND LARCENY, PETIT 
LARCENY 

— lar-ce-nous /'lo^sanas/ 
adj ■ a larcenous act 

larch /'laatf/ noun, pi larch¬ 
es [count, noncount] : a type 
of tree that is related to the 
pines and that drops its needles in the winter 
1 lard /'la&d/ noun [noncount] : a soft white substance that is 
made from the fat of pigs and used in cooking 
2 lard verb lards; lard-ed; lard-lng [+ obj]: to put pieces of 
fat onto or into (something) before cooking ■ a roast larded 
with bacon 

lard with [phrasal verb] lard ( something ) with (something) 
: to add a large amount of (something) to (something) ■ He 
always lards his lectures with statistics. [=he always in¬ 
cludes many statistics in his lectures] — often used as (be) 
larded with ■ a novel larded with cliches ■ Her comments 
were larded with phony sentiment. 

Iar*der /'loada-/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a small room or area 
where food is kept: pantry 
1 large /'laa<fe/ adj larg-er; -est 

1 : great in size or amount : big ■ a large room ■ a large cor¬ 
poration ■ a large glass of water ■ It’s the largest city in the 
state. ■ It’s the third largest city in the state. [=there are two 
other cities that are larger] ■ These T-shirts are available in 
three sizes: small, medium, and large. • Which city has the 
largest population? ■ Her policies are supported by a large 
part/portion/percentage of the population. ■ A large number 
of workers have filed complaints. ■ She used to be thin, but 
she’s gotten a bit large [=(less politely) fat] in recent years. ■ 
He’s a very large man. [=(usually) a tall and heavy man] ■ He 
has a very large appetite. 

2 : not limited in importance, range, etc. ■ She’s planning to 
play a larger [=more active] role in the negotiations. • We 
need to take a/the large view of this issue. [=we need to look 
at this issue in a broad or general way] 

(as) large as life see 'life 

at large 1 : not having been captured ■ The criminal is still 
at large, [-free] 2 : as a group : as a whole ■ His state¬ 
ments do not reflect the beliefs of the public at large. [=the 
beliefs of most people] ■ society large 3 US : not having 
a specific subject ■ a critic at large [=a critic who writes 
about many different things] 4 US, politics : representing 
a whole state or area rather than one of its parts — used in 
combination with a preceding noun ■ a city councilor-af- 
large 

bulk large see 3 bulk 
by and large see 2 by 

in large part or in large measure : not entirely but mostly 
: largely ■ The success of the play was in large part due 
to the director. ■ The economy is based in large measure 
[=for the most part] on farming. 
larger than life 1 : bigger than the size of an actual person 
or thing ■ The statue is larger than life. ■ a larger-than-life 
image 2 of a person : having an unusually exciting, im¬ 
pressive, or appealing quality ■ My grandmother was a re¬ 
markable woman who always seemed larger than life to 
me. ■ a larger-than-life hero 
live large see 'live 
loom large see 'loom 
to a large extent see extent 
writ large see 2 writ 

— large-ness noun [noncount] • the largeness of the dog ■ 
the largeness of the population 

2 large noun, pi larg-es [count] : something that is sold in a 
large size : something that is bigger than others of the same 
kind ■ These shirts are all larges. ■ “What size ice-cream cones 
do you want?’’ “We’ll take three larges and a small.” 

large intestine noun, pi — tines [count] : the end part of 
the intestine that is wider and shorter than the small intestine 

— see picture at human 

large-ly /'la&cfeli/ adv [more —; most ~]: not completely but 
mostly ■ The story is largely true. ■ He is largely responsible 
for the problem. ■ The economy is based largely on farming. 

large-scale adj 

1 : involving many people or things ■ Their equipment isn’t 


suitable for large-scale production. [=it cannot be used to 
make things in large amounts] 

2 : covering or involving a large area ■ a large-scale network ■ 
a large-scale map 

lar-gesse also lar-gess /laa^es/ noun [noncount] some¬ 
what formal : the act of giving away money or the quality of 
a person who gives away money • He relied on the largesse of 
friends after he lost his job. ■ a philanthropist known for his 
largesse [=, generosity ]; also : money that is given away ■ 
projects depending on a flow of federal largesse [=money 
from the federal government] 

larg-ish /'la^ij/ ad) [more most —] : fairly large ■ He 
has a largish nose. 

1 lark /'la^ky noun, pi larks [count] : any one of several birds 
that usually have pleasant songs — see also meadowlark, 
skylark — compare 2 lark 
2 lark noun, pi larks informal 

1 [count] : something done for enjoyment or adventure ■ 
(US) She entered the race on/as a lark. = (chiefly Brit) She en¬ 
tered the race tor a lark. [=she entered the race just as a way 
to have fun] 

2 [noncount] Brit : activity of a specified kind : business ■ 
All this housework lark is harder than I thought! 

- compare 'lark 

3 lark verb larks; larked; lark-ing 

lark about or lark around [phrasal verb] Brit informal : to 
behave in a silly and enjoyable way ■ The girls were larking 
about in the backyard. 

lar-va /Haava/ noun, pi lar-vae /'lo^vi:/ [count] : a very 
young form of an insect that looks like a worm ■ The larva of 
a butterfly is called a caterpillar. 

- lar-va I /Maa-val/ adj • the larval stage of an insect 
lar-yn-gi-tis Aleran'cfeaitas/ noun [noncount] medical : a 

disease in which your throat and larynx become sore so that 
it is difficult to talk 

lar-ynx /'lernjks/ noun, pi la-ryn-ges /l3'nn,cfei:z/ or lar- 
ynx-es [count] medical : the part of your throat that con¬ 
tains the vocal cords — called also voice box 
la-sa-gna (chiefly US) or chiefly Brit la-sa-gne /ta'zcrpja, 
Brit b'ssenja/ noun, pi -gnas [count, noncount] : a type of 
Italian food that has layers of flat noodles baked with a sauce 
usually of tomatoes, cheese, and meat — see picture at pas¬ 
ta 

las-civ-i-ous /la'sivijas/ adj [more most ] disapproving 
: filled with or showing sexual desire • lascivious acts/ 
thoughts ■ a lascivious young man ■ He was arrested for lewd 
and lascivious behavior. 

- las-civ-i-ous-ly adv - las-civ-i-ous-ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

la-ser /'leiza*/ noun, pi -sers [count] : a device that produces 
a narrow and powerful beam of light that has many special 
uses in medicine, industry, etc. ■ doctors using a laser to per¬ 
form delicate eye surgery — often used before another noun 
• laser surgery ■ laser technology 
laser beam noun, pi ~ beams [count] : the narrow beam 
of light produced by a laser 
laser disc noun, pi ~ discs [count] : optical disk 
laser printer noun, pi ~~ -ers [count] : a computer printer 
that prints an image formed by a laser beam — compare 

INK-JET PRINTER 

1 lash /'keJV verb lash-es; lashed; lash-ing 

1 : to hit (a person or animal) with a whip, stick, or some¬ 
thing similar [+ obj] The sailor was lashed for disobeying the 
captain, [no obj] — + at ■ The jockey lashed (away) at the 
horse with his whip. 

2 : to hit (something) with force [+ obj] Rain lashed the side 
of the house. ■ Waves lashed the shore, [no obj] — + at ■ 
Waves lashed at the shore. 

3 : to make a sudden and angry attack against (someone) [+ 
obj] The singer lashed her critics with angry words, [no obj] 

- + at ■ The singer lashed back at her critics. — often used 
in the phrase lash out at • He lashed out at the government 
for its failure to cut taxes. ■ The cat suddenly lashed out at 
me when I tried to pet it. 

4 [+ obj] : to cause (a group of people) to become angry or 
violent — + into ■ He lashed [=whipped] the mob into a fury 
with his violent words. 

5 of an animal : to move (the tail) from side to side in a 
forceful way [+ obj] The tiger lashed its tail, [no obj] The ti¬ 
ger’s tail was lashing from side to side. 

- compare 3 lash 

2 lash noun,pi lashes 
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1 a [count] : a hit with a whip ■ They gave the sailor 50 lashes 
for disobeying orders, b the lash : the punishment of be¬ 
ing hit with a whip ■ The disobedient sailors were threatened 
with the lash. C [count]: the thin piece on the end of a whip 

2 [count] : eyelash — usually plural ■ She has long and 
beautiful lashes. 

3 lash verb lashes; lashed; lashing [+ obj] : to tie (some¬ 
thing) to an object with a rope, cord, or chain ■ They lashed 
the canoe to the top of the car. "He lashed the logs together 
to make a raft. ■ Everything was lashed down securely so that 
it wouldn’t blow away. — compare ‘lash 
lash’ing /Mae/ig/ noun, pi -ings 

1 [singular] : the act of hitting someone with a whip as a 
form of punishment ■ They gave the sailor a lashing. — often 
used figuratively ■ She gave him a lashing for being late. 
[=she shouted at him angrily for being late] — see also 
TONGUE-LASHING 

2 lashings [plural] : ropes used for tying, wrapping, or con¬ 
necting things ■ a ship’s lashings 

3 lashings [plural] Brit, informal : a large amount of some¬ 
thing ■ She put lashings of butter on her muffin. 

lass /Mses/ noun, pi lass*es [count] chiefly Brit, informal : a 
girl or young woman • a pretty Scottish lass — compare lad 
laSS*ie /Mtesi/ noun, pi -ies [count] chiefly Scotland, informal 
: a young girl : lass ■ when she was just a wee lassie ■ Don’t 
cry, lassie. — compare laddie 
las-si-tude /'l£es3,tu:d, Brit 'l£es9,tju:d/ noun [noncount] for¬ 
mal + medical: the condition of being tired : lack of physi¬ 
cal or mental energy ■ Symptoms of the disease include pale¬ 
ness and lassitude. 

1 las*SO /'Isesoo, tee'su:/ noun, pi -sos or -soes [count] : a 
rope with a loop that is used for catching animals (such as 
cattle or horses) 

2 lassO verb -so or -soes; -soed; -so-lng [+ obj] : to catch 
(an animal) with a lasso ■ The cowboy lassoed the horse. — 
sometimes used figuratively * an actor who has lassoed a ma¬ 
jor role [=an actor who has succeeded in getting a major 
role] 

1 last /'test, Brit 'la:st/ verb lasts; last*ed; lasting 

1 a [no obj] : to continue in time ■ How long does the movie 
last ? ■ The movie lasts (for) about two hours. [=the movie is 
about two hours long] ■ The conference starts on Monday 
and it lasts until Friday. • The game lasted (for) three hours. ■ 
Don’t worry, the storm won’t/can’t last. [=the storm will end 
soon] b [no obj] : to continue in good condition ■ The car 
should last 10 years. ■ I doubt that those boots will last (much 
longer). ■ That bridge will last a long time. ■ Our products are 
built to last. C [no obj] : to continue to be available • These 
oranges are on sale while they/supplies last. [=they are on 
sale until they have all been sold] d : to continue to be 
enough for the needs of someone [no obj] We have enough 
food to last (for) the rest of the week. [+ obj] We have 
enough food to last us (for) the rest of the week. ■ That car 
should last you ten years. [=you should not have to get an¬ 
other car for ten years] 

2 [no obj] a : to be able to continue in a particular situation 
or condition ■ I am not sure he will last in his new job. ■ Can 
you last a whole day without cigarettes? b : to continue to 
live ■ My father is very ill. He may not last much longer. ■ He 
may not last (through) the night. [=he may die before the 
night has ended] ■ 0 chiefly Brit ) He may not last out the night. 
last the distance see ‘distance 

2 last ad) 

1 a : coming after all others in time, order, or importance 
: final ■ He was the last one out of the building. ■ She suc¬ 
ceeded on her last attempt. ■ These are the last two books in 
the series. ■ He was sitting in the last [=back] row. ■ We are 
going to the beach for the last week of the summer. ■ The 
(very) last time we ever met was at a party. = (Brit) The last 
ever time we met was at a party. ■ I’ll have my revenge if it’s 
the last thing I (ever) do[ [=1 am determined to get my re¬ 
venge] b : remaining after the rest are gone • I am down to 
my last dollar. [=1 have one dollar left] ■ the last cookie in the 
jar ■ She said she wouldn’t marry him if he was the last man 
on earth. 

2 : belonging to the final part of something "He was tragical¬ 
ly killed during the last days of the war. ■ the last hours of her 
life = her last hours on earth 

3 : most recent • I haven’t seen her recently. The last time we 
met was at a party. ■ I liked her last [-previous] novel better 
than this new one. — used to identify a preceding period of 
time ■ Last month we went to the museum. • The weather 


was fine last week, but this week has been rainy, and next 
week is expected to be cold. ■ He had trouble last semester in 
school.« We saw them last week. 

4 a : least likely • You are the last person I would expect to 
see here. [=1 never expected to see you here] • That is the last 
place I would have looked for the ring. [=1 would never have 
expected to find the ring there] b : least desirable ■ Another 
bill to pay is the last thing I need right now! c : least impor¬ 
tant ■ Right now work is the last thing on my mind. [=1 am 
not thinking about work at all right now] 
every last — used as a more forceful way of saying every ■ 
Every last soldier was captured. [=every soldier was cap¬ 
tured] ■ He ate every last cookie. [=he ate every cookie] 
in the last analysis see analysis 

last gasp : a final attempt or effort made at the very end ■ 
This movie may be his last gasp as an actor. ■ winter’s last 
gasp [=the last bit of winter weather before spring] — see 
also LAST-GASP 

last thing : after everything else ■ Heat the vegetables last 
thing so that they don’t get cold. : very late ■ I’ll be back 
last thing (on) Monday night. 
on your/its last legs see ‘leg 
the last laugh see 2 laugh 
the last moment see moment 
the last straw see straw 
the last word see ‘word 
to the last man see ‘man 
3 last adv 

1 : after any others in time, order, or importance ■ He spoke 
last at the meeting. ■ My horse was/finished last in the race. ■ 
My horse came in last. = (chiefly Brit) My horse came last. ■ 
Last (of all) came the soldiers and tanks. ■ She was first to ar¬ 
rive at the party and last to leave. : at the end ■ The best part 
of the book comes last. [=the best part of the book comes at 
the end] In figurative use, something or someone that 
comes last is less important than other things or people. ■ His 
job was all he really cared about. His personal life always 
came last with him. 

2 : most recently : on the most recent occasion ■ I last saw 
him in the supermarket. ■ They last went to the beach in 
June. ■ This word was last used in the 17th century. 

3 — used to introduce a final statement or subject ■ Last, I’d 
like to talk about the company’s future. 

first and last see 2 first 

last but not least — used to say that a final statement is not 
less important than previous statements ■ The television is 
big, has an excellent picture, and last but not least, it’s 
cheap. ■ Last but not least, I would like to introduce our 
new vice president. 

4 last pronoun 

1 the last : the last person or thing in a group or series ■ He 
was the last in line. ■ It was the last of many delays. ■ She was 
the last to leave. • Ihe last of the tests was given today. ■ This 
is the First time we’ve been here, but it definitely won’t be the 
last ! [=we will definitely come here again] 

2 a the last : the last time someone is seen, something is 
mentioned, etc. ■ I guess that is the last we will see of her. 
[=the last time we will see her] ■ I hope that we have finally 
seen the last of them. [=1 hope that we will not see them 
again] ■ He knew he had not heard the last of his mistake. 
[=he knew that he would hear again about his mistake] • 
Don’t tell them about your mistake or you’ll never hear the 
last of it. [=they’ll keep reminding you of it] b : a final ac¬ 
tion ■ I’ve spoken my last on this subject. [=I’ve spoken for 
the last time on this subject; I will not be saying anything 
more on this subject] C informal — used to describe the 
most recent information you have about someone or some¬ 
thing ■ "Where’s Hank these days?” "(The) Last I heard, he 
was living in New York.” [=the most recent information I 
have heard is that he was living in New York] ■ “Do you 
know where my keys are?” "(The) Last I saw [=the last time I 
saw them], they were in the kitchen.” 

3 the last a : the end of something • We stayed at the game 
till/until the last. [=until it ended] ■ They fought hard to the 
last, b : the end of someone’s life ■ He was cheerful to the 
last. [=until he died] 

4 a : the final thing or things that have been mentioned pre¬ 
viously ■ They had cats, dogs, and a horse. This last [=the 
horse] was kept in an old bam. b ; the most recent one of 
something ■ The week before last [=the week before last 
week] I saw him at a restaurant. ■ the night before last 
breathe your last literary : to die ■ This is the room where 
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he breathed his last. [=where he breathed his last breath; 
where he died] 

5 last noun 

at last or at long last : after a delay or long period of time ■ 
She was at last [= finally] reunited with her sister. ■ We’re 
finished at last. ■ “We’re finished.” “ At last] " ■ It appears 
that this problem will soon be solved, at long last. 
last Call noun [noncount] US : the time when the customers 
in a place where drinks are sold (such as a bar) are told that 
they can order one more drink before it closes ■ We stayed 
till last call. — called also (Brit) last orders 
last-ditch /'lsestMitf, Brit 'laist'ditf/ adj, always used before 
a noun : made as a final effort to keep something bad from 
happening ■ The troops made a desperate last-ditch effort to 
keep the town from being captured. ■ The negotiations were 
a last-ditch attempt to prevent a labor strike, 
last—gasp /'lsest'gsesp, Brit 'la:st’ga:sp/ adj, always used be¬ 
fore a noun : done or happening at the very end ■ The store 
changed its name in a last-gasp [=last-ditch] effort to attract 
customers. ■ ( chiefly Brit ) a last-gasp goal [=a goal scored at 
the very end of a game] — see also last gasp at 2 last 
last hurrah noun, pi ~ -rahs [count] : a last effort, produc¬ 
tion, or appearance ■ The movie was his last hurrah. [=it was 
the last movie that he appeared in] 
lasting /'lsestiij, Brit Maistnj/ adj [more —; most —]: existing 
or continuing for a long time ■ a book with lasting signifi¬ 
cance ■ The trip had a lasting effect on her. 

- last-ing-ly adv 
Last Judgment noun 

the Last Judgment: the time when according to some reli¬ 
gions all people will be judged by God : judgment day 
lastly /'lsestli, Brit 'laistli/ adv : at the end ■ He worked for 
the company as a manager, treasurer, vice president, and 
lastly, as president. — used to introduce the last things you 
are going to say ■ Lastly, I would like to discuss the compa¬ 
ny’s future plans. — compare FIRSTLY 
last minute noun 

the last minute : the last possible time when something can 
be done ■ You shouldn’t wait until the last minute before 
planning your retirement. ■ They were making changes to 
the show right up to the last minute. 

— last-minute adj, always used before a noun • last-minute 
changes to the show ■ They won the game with a last- 
minute touchdown. 

last name noun, pi ~ names [count] : the name that comes 
at the end of someone’s full name ■ His first name is John 
and his last name is Smith. — compare SURNAME 
last orders noun [plural] Brit : last call 
last post noun 
the last post Brit : taps 
last rites noun 

the last rites : a religious ceremony that is performed by a 
Catholic priest for someone who is dying ■ The priest ad¬ 
ministered the last rites. 

1 latch /'I seiS/ noun, pi latch»es [count] 

1 : a device that holds a door, gate, or window closed and 
that consists of a bar that falls into a holder when it is closed 
and that is lifted when it is open ■ He lifted the latch and 
opened the gate. 

2 chiefly Brit : a type of door lock that can be opened from 
the inside by turning a lever or knob but can only be opened 
from the outside with a key ■ I heard her key tum/click in 
the latch. 

on the latch Brit, of a door : closed but not locked ■ I left the 
front door on the latch so that she could get in. 

2 latch verb latches; latched; latch-ing [+ obj]: to close or 
fasten (something, such as a door) with a latch ■ latch the 
gate — compare 3 LATCH 
3 latch verb latches; latched; latching 

latch on [phrasal verb] informal 1 Brit : to begin to under¬ 
stand something ■ What he was saying was complicated, so 
it took me a while to latch on. [=catch on] 2 latch on to 
(something) or latch onto (something) a : to grab and 
hold (something) ■ He latched onto her arm and wouldn’t 
let go. — often used figuratively ■ The news media has 
latched on to the scandal, b : to begin using or doing 
(something) in an enthusiastic way ■ Many companies have 
latched onto [= adopted) the trend of using consultants.: to 
choose (something) in an enthusiastic way ■ He latched 
onto music as a way to relax. 3 latch on to (someone or 
something) or latch onto (someone or something) : to stay 
close to (someone or something) ■ Soon after she got to the 


party, some strange man latched on to her [=started talking 
to her] and wouldn’t go away. 

— compare 2 latch 

latch*key /'l£etf,ki:/ noun, pi -keys [count] : a key for open¬ 
ing an outside door 

latchkey child noun, pi ~ children [count] : a young child 
who is alone at home after school because the child’s parents 
are working — called also latchkey kid 

/■leit/ adj lat-er; -est 

existing or happening near the end of a period of time ■ It 
happened in late spring. "His health problems began when 
he was in his late thirties. [=when he was about 38 or 39 years 
old] ■ The problems began in the late 1930s. [=in about 1938 
or 1939] ■ a word first recorded in the late 17th century ■ It 
was late (in the evening) when we finally went to bed. 

— opposite early; see also later 

2 a : coming or happening after the usual, expected, or de¬ 
sired time ■ The train is (a half hour) late. ■ We had a late 
spring this year. » I’m sorry I’m late. ■ He made a late pay¬ 
ment. = He was late with his payment. = He was late (in) pay¬ 
ing. ■ Hurry up or we’ll be late for school. ■ We arrived late 
because we got/had/made a late start. [=we started at a later 
time than we had meant to] ■ Their warning was too late to 
help him. — opposite early b : doing something after the 
usual time or before others usually do ■ I’ve always been a 
late riser. • a late walker [=a child who learned to walk at a 
later age than most other children] — opposite EARLY 

3 always used before a noun : living until recently : not now 
living ■ He made a donation to the school in memory of his 
late wife. • the late John Smith 

born too late see born 

it's getting late — used to say that time is passing and espe¬ 
cially that evening or late evening is coming ■ It’s getting 
late so we should probably go home. 
late bloomer see bloomer 

late in the day: after the expected or proper time ■ It’s rath¬ 
er late in the day for an apology now, don’t you think? 
[=it’s late for an apology; you should have apologized 
sooner] 

late night : a night when you stay awake until a late hour ■ 
We’re tired today because we had a late night [=stayed up 
late] last night. — see also late-night 

— late-ness noun [noncount] ■ the lateness of the hour • the 
lateness of the payment 

2 late adv later; -est 

1 : at or near the end of a period of time or a process, activ¬ 
ity, series, etc. ■ Late in the year he became ill. • It rained late 
in the day. ■ Late in his career he moved to the city. ■ a word 
first recorded late in the 17th century • They were trailing by 
a touchdown late in the fourth quarter. ■ The package should 
be arriving late next week. — opposite early 

2 : after the usual or expected time ■ She arrived at work (a 
half hour) late. ■ He sent in his job application late. ■ They ar¬ 
rived too late for breakfast. ■ I like getting up late. • The 
package arrived late, but better late than never*. ■ She’s been 
working late. ■ They stayed late. — opposite EARLY 

as late as : as recently as — used in referring to a time that 
you think is surprisingly recent ■ The company is now in 
serious trouble, but it was reporting record profits as late 
as last year. 

late of formal : having recently lived or worked in (a place, a 
company, etc.) ■ The company’s new president is Mark 
Jones, late of Chicago. 

of late formal: during a recent period ■ They have not seen 
him of late, [-lately, recently] • Of late she has been acting 
strangely. 

late-com-er /'leit.kAina-/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who arrives late • Latecomers had to park their 
cars far from the stadium. 

2 : someone or something that has recently arrived or be¬ 
come involved in something : newcomer — often + to ■ 
He’s a latecomer to the trumpet. [=he started playing the 
trumpet recently] ■ The company is a latecomer to the video- 
game industry. 

lately /'leitli/ adv : in the recent period of time : recently 
• He has been feeling better lately. • Lately, she has been wor¬ 
rying about her son. 

late-night adj, always used before a noun : happening or 
appearing late at night ■ late-night television ■ late-night co¬ 
medians 

la-tent /'leitnt/ adj [more —; most ~] — used to describe 
something (such as a disease) that exists but is not active or 
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cannot be seen • a latent infection ■ The house they bought 
had latent defects. 

— la-ten-cy /'leitnsi/ noun [noncount] ■ The disease was in a 
period of latency. [=the disease was present but had not 
produced any noticeable symptoms] ■ the latency period of 
a disease 

1 lat-er /'leita-/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : happening near the end of a process, activity, series, life, 
etc. ■ among the composer’s later works • The early sections 
of the book are quite different from the later sections. ■ His 
later years were tranquil. 

2 : coming or happening after a certain time or at a future 
time ■ They met again on a later occasion. 

2 later adv : at a time in the future • I’ll talk to you again later. 
: at a time following an earlier time • They later regretted the 
decision. ■ She returned several weeks later. ■ I saw him again 
later that morning. ■ We’ll need to know your decision no/not 
later than next week. [=we’ll need to know your decision by 
next week] 4- In informal spoken English, later is used espe¬ 
cially by young people as a shortened form of the phrase (I’ll) 
see you later to say goodbye to someone. ■ Later, dudes! 
later on: at a time in the future or following an earlier time 
■ We’ll talk about this subject some more later on. • They 
regretted their decision later on. 
sooner or later see soon 

1 lat«er*al /'lastaral/ adj [more most ~] : toward, on, or 
coming from the side ■ a lateral view of the human body [=a 
view from the side] ■ the lateral force of an earthquake 

— lat-er-aMy adv • moved the eyeball laterally [=towand the 
side] 

lateral noun, pi -als [count] American football : a pass 
thrown to the side or backward — called also lateral pass 
lateral thinking noun [noncount] chiefly Brit : a method 
for solving problems by making unusual or unexpected con¬ 
nections between ideas 

— lateral thinker noun, pi —ers [count] 

1 lat-est /'leitast/ adj, always used before a noun : most recent ■ 
She’s interested in all the latest fashions. • Have you heard 
the latest news (about it)? ■ He is the latest person to an¬ 
nounce his resignation. 

2 latest noun [count] : the last possible or acceptable time — 
usually used in the phrase at the latest ■ The job will definite¬ 
ly be finished by next year at the (very) latest, 
the latest informal 1 : the most recent news or informa¬ 
tion about something ■ Have you heard the latest ? 2 : the 
most recent or modem version of something — + in ■ The 
store carries the latest in home improvement products. 
Ia*tex /Meideks/ noun [noncount] : a white fluid produced by 
certain plants that is used for making rubber; also : a similar 
material that is used for making various products (such as 
paint and glue) — often used before another noun • latex 
paint ■ latex gloves 

lath /'IseG, Brit 'lcr.0/ noun, pi laths [count] : a long and thin 
piece of wood that is used in walls and ceilings to support 
plaster, tiles, etc. 

lathe /'Iei5/ noun, pi lathes [count] : a machine in which a 
piece of wood or metal is held and turned while being 
shaped by a sharp tool 
1 lath-er /'l2e53>, Brit 'laifta/ noun 

1 : tiny bubbles formed from soap mixed with water [non¬ 
count] The soap and water formed a lot of lather, [singular] 
The soap and water formed a lather. 

2 [singular] informal : a very upset, angry, or worried condi¬ 
tion ■ Her parents were in a lather [=were very upset] when 
she came home late. ■ He worked himself into a lather [=he 
became very upset] thinking of his former wife and her new 
boyfriend. ■ Don’t get in a lather [=get upset] about some¬ 
thing so unimportant. 

2 lather verb -ers; -ered; -er-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to spread lather over (something) ■ He lathered his 
face before shaving. 

2 [no obj] : to form lather ■ The soap lathers easily. 

1 Lat.in /'ketn/ noun, pi -ins 

1 [noncount] : the language of ancient Rome 

2 [count] : a person bom or living in Latin America or in a 
country (such as Spain or Italy) where a language that comes 
from Latin is spoken 

2 Latin adj 

1 : based on, relating to, or written in Latin ■ Latin grammar 
■ Latin poetry 

2 : of or relating to the people of Central America and South 
America ■ Latin music 


3 : of or relating to the people of European countries (such 
as Spain and Italy) in which languages that come from Latin 
are spoken ■ a Latin lover 

La-ti-na /la'tirna/ noun, pi -nas [count] : a woman or girl 
who was bom in or lives in South America, Central America, 
or Mexico or a woman or girl in the U.S. whose family is 
originally from South America, Central America, or Mexico 

— compare LATINO 

— Latina adj »a famous Latina singer 

Latin—American adi : based in or relating to the Ameri¬ 
can countries south of the U.S. where people speak Spanish 
and Portuguese ■ a person of Latin-American origin ■ Latin- 
American literature • Latin-American leaders 
La-ti-no /la'tiinou/ noun, pi -nos [count] : a person who was 
bom or lives in South America, Central America, or Mexico 
or a person in the U.S. whose family is originally from South 
America, Central America, or Mexico “v*- The singular form 
Latino usually refers to a man. The plural form Latinos often 
refers to men and women as a group. — compare latina 

— Latino adj • Latino children 

latitude /'l2et9,tu:d, Brit 'Iaet9,tju:d/ noun, pi -tudes 

1 a : distance north or south of the equator measured in de¬ 
grees up to 90 degrees [noncount] a map of the world show¬ 
ing lines of latitude and longitude ■ an island located at 40 de¬ 
grees north latitude [=at a point 40 degrees north of the 
equator] [count] located at a latitude of 40 degrees north 

— compare longitude 1 b [count] : an imaginary line 
that circles the Earth at a particular latitude and that is par¬ 
allel to the equator ■ Madrid and New York City are on near¬ 
ly the same latitude. ■ islands located at different latitudes • 
The star is only seen from the northern latitudes. [=the 
northern parts of the world] — compare longitude 2 

2 [noncount] somewhat formal : freedom to choose how to 
act or what to do ■ We weren’t given much latitude in decid¬ 
ing how to do the job. ■ The judge has wide/considerable lat¬ 
itude to reject evidence for the trial. 

— Iat*i*tu*di*nal /.lseta'tuidanal, Brit Jzeta'tjuidanal/ adj 
la-trine /la'triin/ noun, pi -trines [count] : an outdoor toilet 

that is usually a hole dug in the ground 
lat-te /Mattel, Brit Mattel/ noun, pi -tes [count] : caffe 
latte 

laMer /'last <*/ adj, always used before a noun : coming or 
happening near the end of a process, activity, series, life, etc. 
: later ■ the latter stages of the process ■ We’ll go in the lat¬ 
ter half of the year. ■ In his latter years he became blind. 
the latter 1 : the second one of two things or people that 
have been mentioned ■ Of these two options, the former is 
less expensive, while the latter is less risky. ■ He has cars 
and trucks, and even though the former are easier to drive, 
the latter are more useful. 2 : the last thing or person 
mentioned ■ Of chicken, fish, and meat, I like the latter 
best. [=1 like meat the best] : the thing or person that has 
just been mentioned ■ The President—or, if the latter is too 
busy, the Vice President—will see you shortly. — compare 
the former at former 

lat-ter-day /'Izeta^ei/ adj, always used before a noun : re¬ 
garded as a modern version of someone or something from 
the past ■ He seems to think he’s some sort of latter-day 
Moses who will lead us out of bondage, 
lat-ter-ly /'teta^i /adv, chiefly Brit, formal 

1 : at a later time ■ He devoted his time to painting, sculp¬ 
ture, and, latterly , to gardening. 

2 : during a recent period ■ His business has grown latterly. 
[= lately] 

lat'tice /'Izetas/ noun, pi -tic-es [count] : a frame or struc¬ 
ture made of crossed wood or metal strips 

— latticed /'Izetost/ adj ■ a latticed door 
lat-tice-work /'l£et3s,w3>k/ noun, pi -works : a frame or 

structure made of crossed wood or metal strips [noncount] 
the intricate latticework of the fence [count] intricate lattice- 
works — sometimes used figuratively ■ gazing up at the sky 
through a latticework of branches 
laud /'Icr.d/ verb lauds; laud-ed; laud*ing [+ obj]somewhat 
formal : to praise (someone or something) ■ Many people 
lauded her efforts to help the poor. = Many people lauded 
her for her efforts to help the poor. ■ He was much lauded as 
a successful businessman. 

laud-able /'laidabal/ adj [more most ~] somewhat formal 
: deserving praise ■ She has shown a laudable [= praiseworthy. 
commendable] devotion to her children. ■ Improving the 
schools is a laudable goal. 

— laud-ably /Mardabli/ adv 
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lau-da-to-ry /Ma:d3,tori, Brit 'bidatri/ adi, formal : express- 
ing or containing praise ■ a laudatory biography ■ The play 
received mostly laudatory reviews. 

1 laugh /'lsef, Brit *la:f/ verb laughs; laughed; laugtving 

1 [ no obj\ : to show that you are happy or that you think 
something is funny by smiling and making a sound from 
your throat ■ What are you laughing about? ■ The audience 
was laughing hysterically. ■ I’ve never laughed so hard in my 
life. • I couldn’t stop laughing when I saw what he was wear¬ 
ing. • I laughed out loud when I saw him. ■ I burst out laugh¬ 
ing. [=1 suddenly started laughing] ■ He laughed so hard I 
thought he’d die laughing. ■ The movie was hilarious. We 
laughed our heads off. ■ I laughed until I cried. [=1 laughed so 
much that tears came out of my eyes] ■ (Brit) She was laugh¬ 
ing like a drain. [=she was laughing very hard] ■ I didn’t know 
whether to laugh or cry [=1 was surprised and shocked] when 
she told me she was getting married. ■ It’s no laughing matter 
when you lose your job. [=it’s a serious and important thing 
that people should not joke about] — often + at ■ She 
laughed at the joke. ■ Why is everyone laughing at me? 

2 [no obj ] a : to think or say that someone or something is 
foolish and does not deserve serious attention or respect — 
usually + at ■ People laughed at his predictions of disaster, 
but no one’s laughing now. b : to not be bothered by some¬ 
thing — + at ■ Sitting inside their tent, they were able to 
laugh at the weather. ■ He laughed at danger. 

3 [+ obj] : to say (something) in an amused way • “I’ve never 
seen anything so ridiculous,” he laughed. 

4 [+ obj]: to cause (someone) to go, move, etc., by laughing ■ 
The audience laughed the singer off the stage. ■ They laughed 
him out of town. ■ He laughed himself sick. [=he made him¬ 
self sick by laughing too much] Someone or something 
that is laughed out of court or (US) laughed out of town is re¬ 
garded as very foolish and is not accepted or treated in a seri¬ 
ous way. ■ His theories were laughed out of court. 

be laughing Brit, informal : to be in a very good situation 
with nothing to worry about ■ If they can just close this im¬ 
portant deal, they’ll be laughingl [=they’ll be on easy street] 
don’t make me laugh informal — used as a response to a 
statement that you think is very wrong or foolish ■ “I could 
beat you at chess easily." “ Don’t make me laugh ” 
have to laugh 4- If you say you have to laugh about some¬ 
thing, you mean that it is amusing in a certain way, even if 
it is also unpleasant or foolish. ■ I had to laugh when I 
found out that our luggage had been lost. What else could 
go wrong? 

he who laughs last, laughs best or he laughs best that 
laughs last — used to say that even if you are not success¬ 
ful now you still succeed or win in the end 
laugh all the way to the bank: to make a lot of money es¬ 
pecially by doing something that other people thought was 
foolish or amusing ■ People thought his invention was ri¬ 
diculous, but now he’s laughing all the way to the bank, 
laughing hyena, laughing like a hyena see hyena 
laugh in someone’s face : to laugh directly at someone in 
a way that shows disrespect ■ When I asked for his help he 
laughed in my face. 

laugh off [phrasal verb] laugh (something) off or laugh off 
(something) : to laugh about or make jokes about (some¬ 
thing) in order to make people think it is not serious or im¬ 
portant ■ The candidate laughed off the question about his 
marriage. ■ The injury was serious, but he laughed it off. 
laugh on the other side of your face — used to say that a 
situation will change and someone will stop being happy or 
pleased ■ You’ll be laughing on the other side of your face 
when I’ve finished with you! 

laugh up your sleeve : to be secretly happy about or 
amused by something (such as someone else’s trouble) ■ 
The mayor’s critics were laughing up their sleeves when 
news of the scandal was first reported. 

— laughter /'kefas Brit 'kcfa 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

2 lauqh noun, pi laughs 

1 [count] : the act or sound of laughing ■ He gave a loud 
laugh. ■ a nervous laugh ■ I kept telling jokes, but I couldn’t 
get a laugh. [=make people laugh] ■ a joke that always gets a 
big laugh * He’ll do anything for a laugh. [=to make people 
laugh] • I thought her report was good for a laugh [=was 
amusing], but it didn’t have much helpful information. ■ 
She’s always good for a laugh. [=she always makes people 
laugh; she is a funny person] ■ It seemed awful at the time, 
but we had a (good) laugh about it afterward. [=we laughed 
about it afterward] 

2 informal a [count] : something that causes laughter 


: something funny or foolish ■ The movie has a lot of laughs. 
■ You’re going to be a movie star? That’s a laugh, b [singu¬ 
lar] chiefly Brit: a funny person ■ He’s a real laugh, 
a barrel of laughs see ’barrel 

a laugh a minute informal : someone or something that is 
very funny ■ That guy is a laugh a minute. ■ The movie is a 
laugh a minute. 

for laughs or chiefly Brit for a laugh informal : for amuse¬ 
ment • The children were saying every word backward, 
just for laughs, 
play for laughs see ’play 

the last laugh 4- If you have/get the last laugh, you finally 
succeed or win after people laughed at or doubted you. 
laugtvable /'kefobal, Brit "laifabal/ adj [more most ~] 
: bad in a way that seems foolish or silly ■ His attempt at ski¬ 
ing was laughable. • The movie shows a laughable [=pathetic] 
ignorance of history. 

— laugh-ably /'kefebli, Brit Mcufabli/ adv ■ a laughably small 
car 

laughing gas noun [noncount] informal : nitrous oxide 
laugh'ing-ly /'kefirjli, Brit ‘laifiqli/ adv [more most ~] 

1 : with laughter: in an amused way • He laughingly recalled 
his friends in college. 

2 : in a way that is a joke or that you think is silly, foolish, 
etc. ■ a painful and difficult time that some people now 
laughingly call “the good old days" 

laugtving-stock /'kefiij|Sta:k, Brit , la:fii),stDk/ noun, pi 
-stocks [count]: a person or thing that is regarded as very 
foolish or ridiculous ■ The team has become the laughing¬ 
stock of the league. ■ The mayor became a laughingstock. 
laugh lines noun [plural] US : wrinkles that appear next to 
the eyes and that are most noticeable when a person is smil¬ 
ing or laughing — called also (Brit) laughter lines 
laugh*ter /'kefta\ Brit Maifta*/ noun [noncount] : the action 
or sound of laughing ■ Laughter filled the air. ■ peals/gales/ 
shrieks of laughter • The audience roared/shrieked/howled 
with laughter. • The audience erupted in laughter. = The au¬ 
dience burst into laughter. [=the audience suddenly began 
laughing] 

laugh track noun, pi ~ tracks [count] : recorded laughter 
that is heard during a television or radio program 
1 launch /'la:ntf/ verb launch-es, launched; launchdnq 
l+obj) 

1 a : to send or shoot (something, such as a rocket) into the 
air or water or into outer space • launch a rocket/missile/tor¬ 
pedo ■ launch a satellite b : to put (a boat or ship) on the 
water ■ launch a battleship/lifeboat c : to throw (some¬ 
thing) forward in a forceful way ■ launch [=hurl] a spear ■ I 
was terrified when the ferocious animal suddenly launched 
itself at me. [=suddenly jumped at me] 

2 a : to begin (something that requires much effort) ■ The 
enemy launched an attack at sunrise. ■ She’s trying to launch 
a new career as a singer. ■ launch a business ■ launch an ex¬ 
periment ■ The police have launched an investigation into his 
activities, b : to cause (a person or group) to start to be suc¬ 
cessful in a career, business, etc. • He helped launch her in 
her career as a singer, c : to offer or sell (something) for the 
first time ■ The company is expected to launch several new 
products next year. ■ launch a Web site 

3 computers : to cause (a program) to start operating ■ You 
can launch the program by double-clicking on the icon. 
launch into [phrasal verb] 1 launch into (something) : to 

suddenly begin doing or saying (something) in an energetic 
way ■ He suddenly launched into a speech about taxes. 2 
launch (yourself) into (something) : to become involved in 
(something) in an energetic way ■ She launched herself en¬ 
thusiastically into the campaign. 
launch out [phrasal verb] : to begin doing something that is 
new and very different from what you have been doing ■ 
It’s time to launch out and expand my horizons. ■ He left 
the company and launched out on his own. 

— launch-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a rocket launcher 
2 launch noun, pi launches [count] : an act of launching 

something: such as a : an act of shooting something (such 
as a rocket or missile) into the air or into outer space ■ a 
rocket launch b : an act of beginning a major activity ■ the 
launch of an attack ■ the launch of a new business C : an act 
or occasion when something new (such as a new product) is 
first offered or announced ■ the launch of a Web site ■ a party 
to celebrate the launch of a new product/book = a launch 
party for a new product/book — compare ^launch 
3 launch noun, pi launches [count] : a boat that carries pas- 
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sengers to the shore from a larger boat that is in a harbor 

— compare ^launch 

launch-pad /Marntfipaed/ noun, pi -pads [count] : an area 
from which a rocket is launched — often used figuratively ■ 
The program she hosted on local radio was the launchpad 
for her network career. [=it was the first step that led to her 
network career] — called also launching pad 
laun-der /Mainda/ verb -ders; -dered; -der-ing [+ obj ] 

1 : to make (clothes, towels, sheets, etc.) ready for use by 
washing, drying, and ironing them ■ a freshly laundered shirt 

2 : to put (money that you got by doing something illegal) 
into a business or bank account in order to hide where it re¬ 
ally came from ■ He used a phony business to launder money 
from drug dealing. 

- laun-der-er /toundara/ noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a money 
launderer — laundering noun [noncount] ■ He has been 
accused of money laundering. 

laun-der-ette /.Icr.nda'ret/ noun, pi -ettes [count] chiefly 
Brit: a place that has machines to use for washing and dry¬ 
ing clothes, towels, sheets, etc. 

Laun-dro-mat /Ha.ndraimst/ service mark — used for a 
place that has machines for washing and drying clothes, tow¬ 
els, sheets, etc. 

laun-dry / a la:ndri/ noun, pi -dries 

1 [noncount] : clothes, towels, sheets, etc., that need to be 
washed or that have been washed ■ There’s a pile of dirty 
laundry in the laundry basket. ■ clean laundry ■ a laundry bag 
■ I have to do the laundry today. [=to wash the dirty clothes, 
towels, etc.] — see also dirty laundry 

2 [count] : a business or place where clothes, towels, sheets, 
etc., are washed and dried * work at/in a laundry ■ The pa¬ 
tients’ sheets are sent regularly to the hospital laundry. 

laundry list noun, pi ~ lists [count] informal : a long list of 
related things ■ She described a laundry list of goals for the 
city’s schools. ■ He recited a laundry list of problems, 
lau-re-ate /'lorijat/ noun, pi -ates [count] 

1 : someone who has won an important prize or honor for 
achievement in an art or science ■ a Nobel laureate 

2 : POET LAUREATE 

lau-rel /Moral/ noun, pi -rels 

1 [count, noncount] : an evergreen tree or bush with shiny 
pointed leaves ■ laurel leaves ■ wearing a crown/wreath of 
laurel [=a crown/wreath made from laurel leaves that was 
awarded and worn around the head as a symbol of honor in 
ancient Greece] 

2 laurels [plural] : honor or fame given for some achieve¬ 
ment ■ They enjoyed the laurels of their military victory. ■ 
The player earned his laurels from years of hard work. 
look to your laurels chiefly Brit : to work in order to keep 

your success or position ■ If she performs this well in the 
championships, her rivals will have to look to their laurels, 
rest/sit on your laurels : to be satisfied with past success 
and do nothing to achieve further success ■ Although she 
won the championship, she isn’t resting on her laurels. She 
is training hard to become even better next year. 

Ia-Va /'larva/ noun [noncount] : melted rock from a volcano ■ 
a flow of molten lava 

lav-a-tO-ry /'lEeva^ori, Brit Msevatri/ noun, pi -ries [count] 

1 formal : a room with a toilet and sink ^ In U.S. English, 
lavatory is most often used for a room in an airplane. ■ Smok¬ 
ing is not permitted in the airplane’s lavatory. It may also be 
used for a room in other kinds of public places. ■ the school’s 
lavatories [=(more commonly) restrooms] In British English, 
lavatory is most often used for a room in a public place but 
may also be used for a room in a home. 

2 Brit : toilet 1 

3 US, technical : a bathroom sink ■ a wide choice of lavato¬ 
ries on sale at plumbing supply stores 

lavatory paper noun [noncount] Brit : toilet paper 
lav-en-der /MEevanda*/ noun, pi -ders 

1 a [count, noncount] : a plant with narrow leaves and small 
purple flowers that have a sweet smell b [noncount] : the 
dried leaves and flowers of the lavender plant used to make 
clothes and fabrics smell pleasant ■ a small cloth bag filled 
with lavender 

2 [count, noncount] : a pale purple color — see color picture 
on page C3 

1 lav-ish /'lsevij/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : giving or using a large amount of something ■ lavish do¬ 
nors ■ a cook who is known for her lavish use of spices [=a 
cook who uses a large amount of spices] ■ a lavish display of 
flowers — often + in or with ■ She is lavish in giving praise to 


her employees. [=she gives a lot of praise to her employees] ■ 
a cook who is lavish with spices 

2 : given in large amounts ■ She has drawn/gained lavish 
praise [=a great amount of praise] for her charitable works. ■ 
a lavish donation 

3 : having a very rich and expensive quality ■ a lavish home ■ 
a lavish feast/party 

— lav-ish-ly adv [more most ~] ■ a lavishly generous do¬ 
nor ■ a lavishly [=richly] illustrated book — lav-ish-ness 
noun [noncount] 

2 !avish verb -ish-es; -ished; -ish-ing 

lavish on/upon [phrasal verb] lavish (something) on/upon 
(someone) : to give a large amount of (something) to 
(someone) ■ They lavished gifts on us. [=they gave us many 
gifts] ■ They lavished attention on their children. 
lavish with [phrasal verb] lavish (someone or something) 
with (something) : to give (someone or something) a large 
amount of (something) ■ They lavished us with gifts. ■ Ev¬ 
eryone lavished the children with attention. ■ The produc¬ 
tion was lavished with praise by the critics. 
law /'la:/ noun, pi laws 

1 [noncount] a : the whole system or set of rules made by 
the government of a town, state, country, etc. ■ People who 
are supposed to obey the law also need to know their rights 
under the law. [=according to the law] ■ The courts exist to 
uphold, interpret, and apply the law. ■ state/federal law • 
Stealing is against the law. [=stealing is illegal] ■ He denied 
that he had broken/violated the law. [=that he had done any¬ 
thing illegal] ■ You have to pay taxes. That’s the law of the 
land. [=the set of rules that exists in a certain place] • The job 
of the police is to enforce the law. [=make sure that people 
obey the law] ■ He’s interested in a career in law enforce¬ 
ment. [=a career as a police officer] ■ (US) Law enforcement 
officials [=police officials] in the area were alerted of the sus¬ 
pect’s escape. — s#e also martial law b : a particular 
kind of law ■ a lawyer who specializes in criminal/contract/ 
immigration law — see also common law 

2 : a rule made by the government of a town, state, country, 
etc. [count] A law requires that schools provide a safe learn¬ 
ing environment. = There is a law requiring schools to pro¬ 
vide a safe learning environment. ■ In our civics class we 
learned how a bill becomes a law. ■ She has proposed a new 
law to protect people from being evicted unfairly. — often + 
on or against ■ Congress passed several new laws on the envi¬ 
ronment. I=laws relating to the environment] ■ a law against 
unfair eviction [=a law that makes unfair eviction illegal] ■ 
We need stricter laws against discrimination, [noncount] 
Schools are required by law to provide a safe learning envi¬ 
ronment. ■ The bill will become law at the beginning of the 
year. ■ With the majority voting in favor, the bill has been 
passed Into law. [=the bill became a law] ■ The bill was 
signed Into law by the governor. [=the proposed law became 
officially active when the governor signed it] 

3 the law : the people and organizations (such as the police 
and the courts) whose job is to find or punish people who do 
not obey laws ■ They called in the law [=the police] to deter¬ 
mine what should be done next. ■ He’s been in and out of 
trouble with the law for the last 10 years. 

4 [noncount] a : the job of a lawyer : the legal profession ■ 
She’s been thinking about going into law. [=thinking about 
becoming a lawyer] ■ a career in law ■ The company hired a 
large law firm [=a group of lawyers who work together as a 
business] to handle the case. ■ She practices law [=she works 
as a lawyer] with a firm in Boston. — see also attorney at 
law b : the area of study that relates to laws and how they 
are used ■ a professor of law ■ studying law ■ going to law 
school [=a school that trains you to become a lawyer] 

5 : a religious rule [count] the body of Islamic laws [non¬ 
count] according to Jewish law 

6 [count] a : a rule stating that something (such as an art or 
profession) should be done in a certain way ■ the laws of po¬ 
etry ■ He teaches his students that balance is the first law of 
architecture. [=balance is the most important principle in ar¬ 
chitecture] b Brit : a rule in a sport or game ■ the laws 
[=rules] of tennis 

7 [count] : a statement that describes how something works 
in the natural world — often + of ■ the law of gravity ■ the 
laws of nature/physics ■ Newton’s laws of motion 

above the law : not required to obey the law ■ No one is 
above the law. [=everyone must obey the law] ■ He com¬ 
plains that the new policy places corporations above the 
law. [=that the new policy allows corporations to do things 
that are not legal] 



921 


law-abiding m lay 


a law unto yourself 4- People who are or think they are a 
law unto themselves act in a way that shows they do not 
care what kind of behavior other people think is accept¬ 
able. ■ I’ve warned him that he can’t keep behaving this 
way, but he won’t listen. He seems to think that he’s a law 
unto himself. [=that he can do whatever he wants to do] 
go to law Brit: to ask a court of law to settle a dispute 
law and order : a state or situation in which people obey 
the law : legal control and authority ■ The police work to 
preserve law and order. • a breakdown of law and order 
lay down the law see lay down at ‘lay 
outside the law 1 : not agreeing with the law • actions that 
may have been outside the law [= illegal ] 2 : in an illegal 
way ■ Investigators were unable to prove that the business 
was operating outside the law. [= illegally ] 
take the law Into your own hands : to try to punish some¬ 
one for breaking a law even though you do not have the 
right to do that ■ Police are concerned that the victim’s 
family may try to take the law into their own hands. [=may 
try to punish the criminal themselves instead of allowing 
the legal system to do it] 

the law of averages : the idea or principle that something 
which can produce different results will produce those re¬ 
sults in a regular or predictable way over a period of time ■ 
I can’t believe that team has lost 12 games in a row. The 
law of averages says that they should have won at least one 
game by now. 

the law of the jungle — used to describe a situation in 
which people do whatever they want to or whatever is nec¬ 
essary to survive or succeed ■ an industry governed by the 
law of the jungle 

the long arm of the law see ‘arm 

within the law 1 : agreeing with the law » He says that ev¬ 
erything he did was within the law. [=legal\ 2 : in a legal 
way ■ With the organization under so much scrutiny, it is 
even more important that they work/operate within the 
law. [=legally] 

your word is law If your word is law, other people must 
do what you say ■ He’ll listen to suggestions, but in the end, 
his word is law. 

synonyms law, rule, regulation, statute, and or¬ 
dinance are statements about what people are allowed to 
do. A LAW is made by a government, and people who live 
in the area controlled by that government must obey it. ■ 
According to a state law , all drivers must pass a written 
test before they can be fully licensed. A RULE usually 
does not involve an official government. It typically de¬ 
scribes what people are allowed to do in a game or in a 
particular place (such as a school). ■ He explained the rules 
of football. ■ The rules state clearly that smoking is prohib¬ 
ited on campus. A REGULATION is made by a government 
to protect people from being harmed. ■ Safety regulations 
limit the number of hours an airline pilot can fly each 
month. STATUTE is a formal word for a law made by a 
government. ■ The new statute requires that all passengers 
in a car wear seatbelts. In the U.S., an ordinance is a 
law that is made by a local government and applies only to 
a limited area. ■ The new city ordinance restricts parking 
on some streets. _ 

law—abiding /Mais.ba dirj/ adj : obeying the law : not do¬ 
ing anything that the law does not allow ■ a law-abiding citi¬ 
zen 

law*break*er /Mai.breika*/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person 
who does something that is not legal : a person who breaks 
the law ■ He admitted to being a lawbreaker. 

— Iaw*break*ing /Ma:,breikirj/ noun [noncount] 
law court noun, pi ~ courts [count] 

1 US : a court of law : court lc ■ a decision handed down 
by a law court 

2 : a building or room where legal decisions are made 
: COURT lb ■ I have to appear in law court next week. 

Iaw«fUl /Maifal/ adj, formal 

1 : allowed by the law ■ lawful conduct ■ a lawful search of 
the property — opposite unlawful 

2 : according to the law • They went to court to determine 
the property’s lawful [=rightful, legal] owner. 

— law-fuMy /Maifsli/ adv • Companies cannot lawfully [=/e- 
gally] sell private medical information. ■ In the wedding 
ceremony he was asked, “Do you take this woman to be 
your lawfully wedded wife?” [=do you accept this woman 
as your wife according to the law?] — lawful-ness 
/Maifalnas/zioww [noncount] 


lawless /Mailas/ adj 

1 : having no laws ■ the lawless society of the frontier 

2 : not obeying the law ■ a lawless mob 

— Iaw-less«ness noun [noncount] 

law*mak*er /Ma:,meika > / noun, pi -ers [count] : someone 
who makes laws : LEGISLATOR 

— Iaw*mak*ing /Ma:,meikix)/ noun [noncount] ■ the respon¬ 
sibilities of lawmaking — often used before another noun ■ 
The legislature functions as the nation’s lawmaking body. 

Iaw*man /Merman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] US : some¬ 
one (such as a sheriff or marshal) whose job is to make sure 
that people obey the law • Wyatt Earp was a famous Ameri¬ 
can lawman of the Wild West. 

lawn /Main/ noun, pi lawns : an area of ground (such as the 
ground around a house or in a garden or park) that is cov¬ 
ered with short grass [count] We had a picnic on the lawn in 
front of the monument. • a neighborhood with well-kept 
lawns • He planned to mow the lawn [=cut the grass on his 
lawn] early Saturday morning. ■ ( US) We’re having a lawn 
party [=an outdoor party on a lawn] to celebrate our daugh¬ 
ter’s graduation, [noncount] several acres of well-kept lawn 

— see picture at house 

lawn bowling noun [noncount] US : a game in which 
wooden balls are rolled across an area of grass so that they 
stop as close as possible to a smaller ball — called also (Brit) 
bowls 

lawn chair noun, pi ~ chairs [count] US : a light chair 
made to be used outside — called also (Brit) garden chair 
lawn mower noun, pi ~ -ers 
[count] : a machine used for 
cutting the grass on lawns 
lawn tennis noun [noncount] 

: TENNIS 

law-SUit /Ma:,su:t/ noun, pi 
-suits [count] : a process by 
which a court of law makes a 
decision to end a disagreement 
between people or organiza¬ 
tions ■ win/lose a lawsuit ■ a 
complex lawsuit [=suit] that 
may take years to resolve ■ 

When the newspaper refused 
to admit that the story was 
false, the actor flled/initiated a 
lawsuit against the publisher. 

[=the actor sued the publisher] ■ They agreed to pay $100,000 
to settle a lawsuit. [=to end a lawsuit before the court made a 
decision about it] 

law»yer /Maija 1 , Moj &/ noun, pi -yers [count] : a person 
whose job is to guide and assist people in matters relating to 
the law 

lax /Masks/ adj [more — most ~] disapproving : not careful 
enough : not strict enough ■ lax regulations/policies ■ Securi¬ 
ty has been lax. ■ The university has been lax about/in en¬ 
forcing these rules. 

— lax-ity /Masksati/ noun [noncount] ■ He wrote an essay con¬ 
demning the moral laxity in society. — lax-ly adv ■ laws 
laxly enforced - lax»ness noun [noncount] ■ their laxness 
I =laxity] in enforcing these rules 

lax-a-tive /Maeksativ/ noun, pi -tives medical : a medicine 
or food that makes it easier for solid waste to pass through 
the body [count] The doctor prescribed a laxative, [non¬ 
count] a dose of laxative 

— laxative adj • The herb has a mild laxative effect. 

1 lay /Mei/ verb lays; laid /Meid/; lay-ing 

1 [+ obj] ; to place (someone or something) down gently in a 
flat position ■ Lay the fabric carefully on the table. ■ He laid a 
gentle hand on her shoulder. ■ She laid the baby in his crib 
for a nap. ■ He says that he never laid a finger/hand on her. 
[=that he never touched her] — often + down ■ He laid the 
newspaper down on the desk. • She laid the baby down for 
his nap. — see also LAY down (below) 

2 [+ obj] a : to place (something) into position on or along a 
surface : to build or set (something) on or in the ground or 
another surface ■ When will they lay the foundation for the 
addition? • lay tracks for the new railroad • lay pipe/cable/ 
lines ■ laying bricks — often + down • laying down a new 
road/carpet — often used figuratively • We are laying the 
groundwork/foundation [=providing conditions] for addition¬ 
al research, b chiefly US : to spread (something) over a sur¬ 
face ■ lay plaster/paint ■ lay wallpaper 

3 [+ obj] : bury 1 a ■ They laid him in his grave. 
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4 [no obj] informal : to be in a flat position on a surface : lie 
■ The book was laying on the table. ❖ The use of lay to mean 
"lie” occurs commonly in informal speech but it is regarded 
as an error by many people. 

5 [+ obj\ a : to beat or strike (something) down with force ■ 
The wheat was laid flat by the wind and rain, b : to change 
the condition of something in a specified way ■ The moun¬ 
tainside has been laid bare by loggers. [=all the trees on the 
mountainside have been cut down by loggers] ■ He laid bare 
his soul. = He laid his soul bare. [=he revealed his most pri¬ 
vate thoughts and feelings] ■ He laid himself open to criti¬ 
cism [=he exposed himself to criticism] with his remarks. 

6 of a bird, insect, etc. : to produce (an egg) outside of the 
body : to push (an egg) out of the body [+ obj] birds that 
typically lay only two eggs per year [no obj] old chickens 
that no longer lay — see also lay an egg at 'egg 

7 [+ obj] — used like make, place, or put in various phrases ■ 
She has laid plans [=she has made plans] to cut the staff 
down to just 15 people. ■ Even the best-laid plans [=the most 
carefully made plans] sometimes go wrong. ■ She lays great 
stress/emphasis on good manners. [=she stresses/emphasiz¬ 
es good manners very much] ■ The author lays the blamafre- 
sponslbillty for the state of the environment squarely on the 
government. [=the author blames the government for the 
state of the environment] 

8 [+ obj] : to make (something) ready : to prepare (some¬ 
thing) ■ lay a trap ■ lay a fire in the fireplace • (Brit) Places 
were laid (at the table) for three people. [=silverware, glasses, 
and napkins were put on the table for three people who will 
be eating there] ■ (Brit) lay [=set] the table for a meal 

9 [+ obj] informal: to risk losing (money) if your guess about 
what will happen is wrong : bet • lay money on a race 

10 [+ obj] informal + offensive : to have sex with someone — 
usually used in the phrase get lald m All he cares about get¬ 
ting laid. [=having sex] 

lay aside [phrasal verb] lay (something) aside or lay aside 
(something) 1 : to place (something) to one side ■ She laid 
aside [=put aside, set aside] the book she had been reading 
and turned on the TV. — often used figuratively ■ Plans for 
a new school have been laid aside [-putaside, set aside] for 
now until more money can be raised. ■ It’s time for all of us 
to lay aside old prejudices. ■ We need to lay our differences 
aside so that we can learn to work together. 2 : to keep 
(something) for special or future use : to reserve or save 
(something) ■ She has been able to lay aside [=put aside] a 
few dollars each week. 

lay by [phrasal verb] lay (something) by or lay by (some¬ 
thing) : to keep (something) for special or future use ■ She 
has been able to lay by [=lay aside] a few dollars each week. 
lay charges Brit : to accuse someone officially of doing 
something illegal ■ Police are deciding whether to lay 
charges (against her). 
lay claim to see 2 claim 

lay down [phrasal verb] 1 lay (something) down or lay 
down (something) a : to clearly state (a rule, standard, 
guideline, etc.) ■ The company has laid down strict new 
safety standards, b : to stop using (something) ■ At noon, 
we laid down the rakes and rested for a while. ■ The strik¬ 
ers laid down their tools. 2 lay (a weapon) down or lay 
down (a weapon ) : to put (a weapon) down and stop fight¬ 
ing ■ The police ordered the criminals to lay down their 
weapons. 3 lay down your life formal : to give up your life 
for a good purpose : to die for a good cause • heroes who 
laid down their lives to preserve our nation 4 lay down the 
law : to make a strong statement about what someone is or 
is not allowed to do ■ The agreement lays down the law (to 
everyone) on what the group allows. ■ When she came 
home after midnight, her father laid down the law: if she 
came home that late again, she would not be allowed to 
watch TV for a week. — see also 'lay 1 (above) 
lay eyes on see ‘eye 
lay hold of see 2 hold 

lay In [phrasal verb] lay (something) in or lay in (something) 
: to get and store (a supply of something) for future use ■ 
They laid in [=laid up] canned goods for the winter. 
lay into [phrasal verb] lay Into (someone or something) infor¬ 
mal : to angrily attack or criticize (someone or something) 
■ The coach really laid into us for playing so carelessly. 
lay It on the line see ‘line 

lay off [phrasal verb] 1 lay (someone) off or lay off (some¬ 
one) : to stop employing (someone) because there is not 
enough work ■ The company has had to lay off most of the 
staff. ■ Costs have increased and many workers have been 


laid off. [-let go] — see also layoff 2 lay off (something) 
informal : to stop doing, using, eating, or drinking (some¬ 
thing) ■ You should lay off the late nights. [=you should 
stop staying up so late] ■ My doctor advised me to lay off 
caffeine. ■ He’s a much nicer person since he laid off the 
booze. [=since he stopped drinking alcohol] • I need to lay 
off fatty foods and lose some weight. 3 lay off or lay off 
(someone) informal : to leave someone alone : to stop an¬ 
noying someone ■ I wish you’d just lay off\ ■ Lay off me! 
[=stop bothering me] 

lay on [phrasal verb] 1 lay (something) on or lay on (some¬ 
thing) a : to spread (something) over a surface ■ Try to lay 
the grout on the surface evenly. — often used figuratively ■ 
(informal) My parents have been laying a lot of guilt on 
me. [=have been saying things that make me feel guilty] ■ 
(informal) If you have something to tell me, just lay it on 
me. [=just tell me] ■ He laid the flattery on pretty heavily. ■ 
She laid on a fake southern accent. [=she spoke with a 
southern accent although she doesn’t usually speak that 
way] b Brit : to provide (something) for someone ■ If a lot 
of people want to come, more coaches will be laid on for 
them. 2 lay it on (thick) informal : to speak in a way that 
is exaggerated and not sincere ■ You should compliment 
her cooking but don’t lay it on too thick or she’ll know you 
don’t mean it. • He laid it on pretty heavily and pretended 
to be interested in what she said. 
lay out [phrasal verb] 1 lay (something) out or lay out 
(something) a : to place (something) on a surface in a 
carefully arranged way • The wires were laid out along the 
floor. ■ Brochures were laid out on a table. ■ She was laying 
out the cheese and crackers for the guests, b : to arrange 
(something) in a particular pattern or design ■ The garden 
was laid out in a formal pattern. ■ Much of Manhattan is 
laid out in the form of a grid. — see also layout c : to 
plan the details of (something) ■ She’s been hired to lay out 
[-map out] the election campaign. ■ The work for tomor¬ 
row is all laid out. d : to explain the details of (something) 
• He laid out the reasons for his decision, e informal: to 
spend (money) • The city laid out millions of dollars for the 
new stadium. — see also outlay 2 lay (someone’s body) 
out or lay out (someone’s body) : to prepare (someone’s 
dead body) so that it can be seen by family and friends be¬ 
fore it is buried ■ They laid him out in a plain coffin. 3 lay 
(someone) out or lay out (someone) informal : to make 
(someone) unconscious : to knock (someone) out ■ He laid 
his opponent out with a hard right to the jaw. 
lay over [phrasal verb] US 1 : to make a stop in the middle 
of a journey ■ Our flight to Italy laid over in Madrid for sev¬ 
eral hours. 2 lay (someone) over : to cause (someone) to 
stop in the middle of a journey — usually used as (be) laid 
over • We were laid over in Madrid for several hours. — see 
also LAYOVER 
lay siege to see siege 
lay (someone) to rest see 2 rest 

lay to rest (something) or lay (something) to rest see 

2 rest 

lay up [phrasal verb] 1 lay (something) up or lay up (some¬ 
thing) a old-fashioned: to store (something) ■ lay up [=lay 
in] grain for the winter b : to take (something) out of ac¬ 
tive use or service ■ We laid up the boat for the winter. 2 
lay (someone) up or lay up (someone) : to cause (some¬ 
one) to stay at home or in bed because of illness or injury ■ 
The flu laid him up for two weeks. — usually used as (be) 
laid up • He was laid up for six weeks with a bad back. ■ He 
was laid up by the flu. 

lay waste to : to cause very bad damage to (something) ■ 
The fire laid waste to the land. [=the fire caused great de¬ 
struction to the land] 
lay your hands on see ‘hand 
the goose that lays the golden egg see ‘goose 
2 lay noun, pi lays [count] informal + offensive : a person who is 
being described as a sexual partner ■ a great lay ■ an easy lay 
[=a person who is very willing to have sex] — see also lay 

OF THE LAND 

3 lay past tense of 1 lie 
4 1 ay adj, always used before a noun 

1 : not trained in a certain profession : not having a lot of 
knowledge about a certain thing ■ a science magazine writ¬ 
ten for the lay public ■ lay and professional readers 

2 : belonging to a religion but not officially a priest, minis¬ 
ter, etc. • lay preachers 

lay-about /Mej3,baut/ noun, pi -abouts [count] informal : a 
lazy person ■ an irresponsible layabout ■ her layabout brother 
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lay-away /Mej^wei/ noun [ singular ] US : a way of buying 
something in which you do not receive the thing you are 
buying until you have paid the full price by making small 
payments over a period of time ■ We bought the table and 
chain on layaway , so we won’t have them until December. ■ 
The store offers a layaway plan for large purchases, 
lay—by /'lei,bai/ noun, pi -bys [count] Brit: an area next to a 
road where vehicles can stop : turnout 
1 lav«er /'leja-/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : an amount of something that is spread over an area ■ Ev¬ 
erything was covered by a thin layer of sand/dust. ■ a layer of 
clouds — see also ozone layer 

2 : a covering piece of material or a part that lies over or un¬ 
der another ■ The top layer of the rug is badly worn but the 
bottom layer is still OK. ■ The cake has three layers. ■ She 
glued together several layers of paper. ■ He was wearing sev¬ 
eral layers of clothing. ■ rocks that formed in layers from 
flows of lava ■ (US) When the weather is cold you should 
dress In layers. [=you should wear several pieces of clothing 
on top of one another! — often used figuratively ■ His novels 
have many layers 1= levels ] of meaning. ■ a dish that has many 
layers of flavor [=that has many different flavors! 

3 : a bird that lays eggs ■ Their hens were poor layers. [=their 
hens did not produce many eggs] 

4 : a worker who lays something (such as bricks) ■ a brick 
layer 

2 layer verb -ers; -ered; -er-ing [+ obj] : to form or arrange 
parts or pieces of something on top of each other : to form 
or arrange (something) in layers ■ The next step in the recipe 
is to layer the pasta and the sauce in the pan. [=to place a lay¬ 
er of pasta in the pan, then a layer of sauce, then another lay¬ 
er of pasta, and so on] ■ We layered the fruit with whipped 
cream and served it with cookies. ■ He layered her hair. [=he 
cut her hair in sections that were different lengths] — often 
used as (be) layered • pasta layered with sauce 
layer cake noun, pi ~ cakes [count] chiefly US : a cake 
made of more than one layer 

lay-ette /lei'et/ noun, pi -ettes [count]: a collection of basic 
clothing and other things needed for a new baby 
lay-in /*lei,in J noun, pi -ins [count] US, basketball : layup ■ 
an easy layin 

lay-man /'leiman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] 

1 : a person who is not a member of a particular profession ■ 
For a layman, he knows a lot about the law. ■ a medical jour¬ 
nal written in language that is clear to the layman [=clear to 
someone who is not a medical professional] ■ The process 
was explained to us in layman’s terms. [=in simple language 
that anyone can understand] 

2 : a person who belongs to a religion but is not a priest, 
minister, etc. ■ He’s an important layman in his church. 
— compare laity 

lay-off /'lei,a:f/ noun,pi -Offs [count] 

1 : the act of ending the employment of a worker or group 
of workers ■ The company announced the layoff of several 
hundred employees. * More layoffs are expected at the facto¬ 
ry later this year. — see also lay off at ‘lay 

2 ; a period of time during which there is no activity ■ The 
band finally has a new album after a three year layoff. ■ a lay¬ 
off of three years 

lay of the land noun 

the lay of the land US : the arrangement of the different 
parts in an area of land : where things are located in a 
place ■ She knew the lay of the land from hiking through it 
daily. — often used figuratively ■ It takes time for new em¬ 
ployees to get the lay of the land [=to learn how things are 
done] in this department. — called also (Brit) the lie of the 
land 

lay-OUt /'lei.aut/ noun, pi -outs [count] : the design or ar¬ 
rangement of something : the way something is laid out • 
The layout of the apartment was good, but the kitchen was 
too small. ■ She designed the page layout for the new maga¬ 
zine. — see also lay out at ‘lay 
lay-over /'lei.ouva 1 / noun, pi -overs [count] US : a period of 
time when you are not traveling in the middle of a journey 
: stopover ■ a two-hour layover 
lay-per-son /'leLpasq/ noun, pi lay-per-sons or lay- 
peo-ple /'leiipiipol/ [count] : layman • a meeting between 
clergy and laypeople 

lay-up /'lei,Ap/ noun, pi -ups [count] basketball : a shot 
made from a position that is very close to the basket 
lay-WOlTI-an /'lej^wuman/ noun, pi -wom-en /-,wim3n/ 
[count] : a woman who belongs to a religion but is not a 


member of the clergy ■ a Catholic laywoman — compare la¬ 
ity 

laze /'leiz/ verb laz*es; lazed; laz-lng [no obj] : to spend 
time relaxing ■ She’s been lazing in the sun all afternoon. ■ 
While he was sick, he just lazed around the house. 
laze away [phrasal verb J laze (something) away or laze away 
(something) : to relax and do very little for (a period of 
time) ■ She lazed away the afternoon lying in the sun. 
Ia«zy /'leizi/ adj la-zl-er; -est 
fn disapproving : not liking to work hard or to be active ■ a 
lazy child who avoided household chores ■ I should have 
done more work this weekend, but I was feeling lazy. 

2 always used before a noun : not having much activity 
: causing people to feel that they do not want to be active ■ a 
lazy summer day 

3 always used before a noun : moving slowly ■ a hawk flying 
in lazy circles ■ a lazy river 

— la-zl-ly /'leizali/ adv ■ The leaves floated lazily down the 
stream. — la-zi-ness /‘leizinss/ noun [noncount] ■ Her par¬ 
ents blame her bad grades on laziness. 

la-zy-bones /'leizi,lxxjnz/ noun, pi lazybones [count] in¬ 
formal : a lazy person ■ They’re such lazybones they’ll never 
get the work done on time. ■ Don’t be such a lazybones. 
lazy Su-san /-'su:zq/ noun, pi ~ -sans [count] chiefly US 
: a round tray that can be turned and that is used for serving 
food at a table 

lb. abbr, pi lbs. pound ■ a 5 -lb. bag of flour [=a five-pound 
bag of flour, a bag of flour weighing five pounds] ■ The baby 
weighed 8 lbs. at birth. ^ The abbreviation lb. comes from 
Latin word “libra,” which means “pound.” 

LCD /iclisii'di:/ noun, pi LCDs [count] : a screen (such as a 
television screen or the screen on a watch) that works by 
passing a small amount of electricity through a special liquid 
LCD is an abbreviation of “liquid crystal display.” 
leach /'li:tf/ verb leach-es; leached; leach-ing technical 

1 [+ obj] : to remove (a chemical, a metal, etc.) from a sub¬ 
stance by the action of a liquid passing through the sub¬ 
stance ■ Even a small amount of rain can leach the toxic ma¬ 
terial from the soil. : to release (a chemical, a metal, etc.) 
when a liquid passes through ■ Certain kinds of treated wood 
can leach chemicals into the soil. 

2 [no obj] of a chemical, a metal, etc. : to be removed from a 
substance by a liquid passing through the substance ■ The 
chemical eventually leaches away from the soil. 

1 lead /'li:d/ verb leads; led /'led/; lead-lng 

1 a : to guide someone to a place especially by going in front 
[no obj ] You lead and we’ll follow right behind you. [+ obj] 
He led [=took] me into a room in the back of the house. ■ You 
lead us and we’ll follow right behind you. — often + to ■ The 
teacher led the child by the hand to his seat. = The teacher 
took the child’s hand and led him to his seat. ■ Our hostess 
led us to the dinner table. — often used as (be) led ■ The pas¬ 
senger were led onto/aboard the ship by the steward. ■ The 
prisoner was led off to jail [=was taken to jail] in handcuffs. 

— often used figuratively ■ I gradually led the interview 
around/back to the subject of his failed marriage. ■ He says 
that he will follow the evidence wherever it leads (him). ■ 
This leads me to my next point, which is that the building 
needs a new roof. ■ The painting’s composition leads the / 
your eye to the figures in the foreground. [=causes you to 
look at the figures in the foreground] b [+ obj ]: to go or be 
at the front part of (something) • The veterans will lead a pa¬ 
rade down Main Street. ■ lead a march 

2 [no obj] : to lie or go in a specified direction ■ The path 
leads uphill. ■ This road doesn’t lead to the village as we 
thought it did. ■ a set of stair that leads down to the base¬ 
ment ■ There was a path leading (off) from the meadow into 
the woods. — often used figuratively ■ She realized that their 
relationship would never lead to marriage. ■ The investiga¬ 
tion into the murder was leading nowhere. [=the investiga¬ 
tion was not solving the crime] 

3 : to guide the actions of a peron or group : to be in charge 
of a person, group, activity, etc. [no obj] We need to elect 
someone who can lead. ■ bosses who lead by example [=who 
show employees how they should act by acting that way 
themselves] [+ obj] She leads her employees by setting a 
good example for them. ■ She led a successful boycott of the 
store. ■ lead an expedition ■ A visiting professor will be lead¬ 
ing the seminar. ■ lead [= direct ] an orchestra ■ She led the 
children in a song. [=she sang a song and the children sang 
with her] 

4 [+ obj ]: to cause (a person, group, etc.) to do something or 
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to follow some course of action • Her interest in art led her 
into the field of art history. — usually followed by to or to + 
verb ■ His volunteer work in the hospital lad him to a career 
in nursing. = His volunteer work in the hospital led [in¬ 
spired] him to become a nurse. ■ Her experience with cancer 
led her to consider writing a book on the subject. ■ The evi¬ 
dence leads me to believe [=makes me believe] that this dis¬ 
ease is curable. ■ We’ve been led to believe that the labels on 
food items disclose all ingredients, but it's becoming clear 
that this is not the case. ■ I had been led to expect that some¬ 
one would meet me at the airport, but no one came. ■ He led 
me to understand [=he told me or caused me to think] that 
the deadline was January 7. 

5 : to be first, best, or ahead in a race or competition [no 
obf\ the team that is currently leading in the pennant race ■ 
At the end of the fourth inning, the Red Sox led by two runs. 
[+ obj] lead a race ■ They led their opponents by 20 points at 
the end of the third quarter. ■ the team that is leading the 
league [=the team that is in first place] ■ a batter who leads 
the league in home runs [=who has hit more home runs than 
any other batter] ■ a runner who is leading the pack/field [=a 
runner who is ahead of the group of other runners] — often 
used figuratively ■ Their company leads the world [=is the 
most successful company in the world] in developing new 
technology to assist people with disabilities. 

6 [+ obj] : to go through (life) in a certain way : to have (a 
specified kind of life) ■ They chose to lead [=live] a quiet life. 
■ He leads a peaceful existence. • It turned out that he had 
been leading a double life. [=deceiving people about his life, 
not telling the whole truth about his life] ■ He has always led 
a charmed life. [=he has always been lucky] ■ She needs to 
lead her own life. [=she needs to make her own decisions 
about her life] 

7 : to begin play in a card game with (a certain card or kind 
of card) [+ obj ] lead trumps • led a spade [no obj ] lead with a 
spade 

8 [no obj ] : to guide a dance partner through the steps of a 
dance • I don't know this dance, so I’d prefer it if you lead. 

9 [+ obj ] law : to ask (a witness) a question in a way that sug¬ 
gests what the answer should be : to ask (a witness) a leading 
question ■ The judge ruled that the lawyer was leading the 
witness. 

lead off [phrasal verb] lead off or lead (something) off or lead 
off (something) 1 : to start something (such as an activity 
or performance) in a specified way ■ She led off [=,started, 
kicked off] the presentation with a brief overview of the 
project. ■ She led off [-began] with a brief overview of the 
project. 2 baseball : to.be the first batter in an inning • He 
led off with a walk. [=he was the first batter in his team’s 
half of the inning and he was walked] ■ He led off the inning 
with a home run. — see also leadoff 
lead on [phrasal verb] lead (someone) on : to cause (some¬ 
one) to wrongly continue believing or doing something ■ 
She was devastated when she found out that he didn’t real¬ 
ly love her, and had only been leading her on. [=he had 
been leading her to believe that he loved her] 
lead someone a merry chase ( US) or Brit lead someone 
a (merry) dance old-fashioned : to cause a series of trou¬ 
bles or worries for (someone) ■ He led me a merry chase be¬ 
fore I finally got him to agree to a meeting. 
lead someone (around) by the nose see ‘nose 
lead someone down/up the garden path informal : to de¬ 
ceive someone : to cause someone to go, think, or proceed 
wrongly ■ He believes the average consumer is being led 
down the garden path by the promises in advertisements. 
lead the way : to be the first person to go somewhere ■ You 
lead the way, and we’ll follow. — often used figuratively ■ 
Their company led the way in developing this technology. 
[=was the first to have success developing the technology] 
lead to [phrasal verb] lead to (something) : to result in 
(something) ■ a course of study leading to a degree in agri¬ 
culture ■ Her investigations ultimately led to the discovery 
of the missing documents. ■ His volunteer work in the hos¬ 
pital led to a career in nursing. = His volunteer work in the 
hospital led to him becoming a nurse. — see also ‘lead 
la, 4 (above) 

lead up to [phrasal verb] lead up to (something) 1 : to oc¬ 
cur in the time that comes before (something) ■ Many vot¬ 
ers were still undecided in the days leading up to [-ap¬ 
proaching] the election. 2 : to come before and help to 
cause (something) ■ There was a series of errors leading up 
to the accident. 3 : to come before and help to introduce 
(something) ■ a chapter leading up to the main topic of the 


book ■ I had no idea what he was leading up to when he 
started talking about his father. 
lead with [phrasal verb] lead with (something) 1 : to begin 
something (such as a story or speech) with (something 
specified) • The newspaper story led [= opened, began] with 
a long report on the funeral. 2 : to begin a series of 
punches in boxing with (a punch thrown by a specified 
hand) ■ The champion led with a left to the body, followed 
up quickly with a right to the jaw. 
the blind leading the blind see ‘blind 
2 lead noun, pi leads 

1 the lead a : a position that is ahead of others ■ They 
walked single file, with the oldest boy in the lead. [=with the 
oldest boy at the front of the line] • You take the lead [=go 
first] and we’ll follow right behind you. b : a position that is 
ahead of others in a race or competition ■ A runner from 
Kenya is in the lead in the race. [=is leading the race] ■ A run¬ 
ner from Kenya has/holds the lead. • Her car has taken f 
gained the lead. = Her car has gone to/into the lead. • He was 
trailing in the polls last week, but now he has regained the 
lead. — often used figuratively ■ Their company has taken 
the lead in developing this new technology. 

2 [count] : the amount or distance by which someone or 
something is ahead in a race or competition — usually sin¬ 
gular ■ Her car had a lead of 12 seconds over the next one. ■ 
They had a lead of 20 points. = They had a 20-point lead. ■ a 
narrow/slim lead • Our candidate has established a comfort¬ 
able/commanding lead in the opinion polls. 

3 [count] : a piece of information that could help produce a 
desired result ■ I’m a good salesman, but I need more leads. 
[=names of potential customers]; especially : a piece of infor¬ 
mation that might help in solving a crime ■ The police have 
no leads in the case. ■ Investigators are working on several 
leads. 

4 [count] a : the main role in a movie or play ■ Her big 
break came when she got/played the lead in a major Holly¬ 
wood movie. ■ He played the lead opposite Bette Davis [=he 
starred with Bette Davis] in two films. ■ She got the lead role.: 
also : someone who plays the main role in movie or play ■ 
She was the romantic lead in a major Hollywood movie. ■ 
Who will be the male/female lead in his next film? b : the 
main performer in a group ■ He sang/played lead [=sang/ 
played as the main performer] in the band. — usually used 
before another noun ■ the lead singer/guitarist 

5 [count] a : the beginning part of a news story * You 
should edit the lead so that it will grab the audience's atten¬ 
tion. b : the most important news story in a newspaper or 
broadcast • The story of his arrest was the lead in newspapers 
across the country. ■ His arrest was the lead story [=the first 
and most important story] on the evening news. 

6 [count] baseball: a position taken by a runner at a distance 
from a base before a pitch is thrown ■ The runner on first 
took a big lead. [=moved several steps toward second base] ■ 
The runner had a large lead off second base. [=stood several 
steps away from second base in the space between second 
and third base] 

7 [count] chiefly Brit: ‘leash ■ train a dog to walk on a lead 

8 [count] chiefly Brit : a wire that carries electricity from a 
source to an electrical device (such as a lamp or radio) : an 
electrical cord 

follow someone’s lead : to do the same thing that someone 
else has done ■ He followed her lead and voted in favor of 
the proposal. 

- compare 3 lead 
3 lead /Med/ noun, pi leads 

1 [noncount] : a heavy and soft metal that has a gray color ■ a 
pipe made of lead — often used before another noun ■ a lead 
pipe ■ lead crystal [=glass made with lead in it] ■ lead poison¬ 
ing [=poisoning from eating, drinking, or touching some¬ 
thing with lead in it] ■ lead-free gasoline [=gasoline that does 
not contain lead] 

2 : a thin stick of dark material used in pencils to make 
marks [noncount] a pencil with black lead ■ a lead pencil 
[count] pencils with broken leads 

3 [noncount] chiefly US, informal : bullets ■ They shot him 
full of lead. 

get the lead out US, informal : to begin going or moving 
more quickly ■ Get the lead out ! If we don’t leave in five 
minutes we’ll be late for the movie! 
go over/down like a lead balloon see ‘balloon 

- compare 2 lead 
lead*ed /'ledad/ adi 

1 : containing lead ■ leaded gasoline — opposite unleaded 
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2 : having pieces of glass separated by narrow pieces of lead 

■ leaded glass ■ leaded windows ■ (Brit) leaded lights ^win¬ 
dows with leaded glass] 

lead-en /Medfl/ adj, literary 

1 : having a dull gray color ■ a leaden sky/sea 

2 : feeling heavy and difficult to move ■ walked with leaden 
feet 

3 : not lively or exciting ■ leaden [=dull\ conversation 
lead-er fliiide/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : someone or something that leads others: such as a 
: someone who guides other people ■ He acted as our leader 
[=guide\ on the climb. ■ The tour leader suggested several res¬ 
taurants in the area, b : someone or something that is 
ahead of others in a race or competition ■ She was the leader 
for most of the race, but she eventually finished second. ■ He 
is the league leader in home runs. [=he has the most home 
runs in the league] ■ the leader board [=the list of players who 
are leading a golf tournament] C : a powerful person who 
controls or influences what other people do : a person who 
leads a group, organization, country, etc. ■ The class focused 
on the great religious/political leaders of the last century. ■ 
the leader of an army ■ a gang leader ■ a leader of the antiwar 
movement ■ Some people are leaders, and some people are 
followers. ■ He’s a born/natural leader. [=someone who has 
qualities that a good leader has] d : a person, group, or or¬ 
ganization that is the best or most successful in some activity 

■ The company has become a leader in developing new tech¬ 
nology. ■ a market leader [=a product or company that is 
more successful than all competing products or companies] 

2 a : a person who leads a musical group ■ the leader of a 
popular big band of the 1930s; specifically, US : the conduc¬ 
tor of an orchestra ■ the orchestra leader b Brit : concert- 
master 

3 Brit : 2 editorial ■ 17ie Times attacked the government in 
a leader today. 

- see also loss leader 

— lead-er-less adj ■ a leaderless political movement 
lead*er*Ship /Miidavfip/ noun 

1 [noncount] a : a position as a leader of a group, organiza¬ 
tion, etc. ■ She recently assumed (the) leadership of the com¬ 
pany. b : the time when a person holds the position of lead¬ 
er ■ The company has done very well under her leadership. 
[=while she has been its leader] 

2 [noncount] : the power or ability to lead other people ■ a 
politician who lacks leadership ■ What this country needs is 
the exercise of strong leadership ! ■ leadership skills 

3 [count] : the leaders of a group, organization, or country ■ 
The party leadership is uncertain about what to do next. = 
(Brit) The party leadership are uncertain about what to do 
next. 

lead-in /Mird.in/ noun, pi -ins [count] : something that 
comes before and introduces something else ■ The short ani¬ 
mated movie is a good lead-in to the feature film, 
lead-ing /*li:dirj/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : having great importance, influence, or success ■ a leading 
topic of conversation ■ Their family played a leading part in 
the settlement of the town. ■ the leading role in a major Hol¬ 
lywood movie ■ a leading citizen of the town ■ She’s one of 
the leading authorities/experts on the stock market. 

2 : most important : foremost ■ What is the leading 
[-number one] health problem for older women? 

leading article noun, pi ~ articles [count] Brit : Edito¬ 
rial 

leading edge noun, pi ~ edges 

1 [count] : the front edge of something that moves ■ the lead¬ 
ing edge of an airplane’s wing ■ the leading edge of a thunder¬ 
storm 

2 [singular] : the most important or advanced area of activity 
in a particular field ■ a company that is at/on the leading edge 
[= cutting edge] of new developments in technology 

leading lady noun, pi ~ -dies [count] : an actress who 
plays the most important female role in a play or movie 
leading light noun, pi ~ lights [count] : a person who is a 
very important member of a group, organization, or com¬ 
munity ■ He is one of the leading lights of the labor move¬ 
ment. 

leading man noun, pi ~ men [count] : an actor who plays 
the most important male role in a play or movie 
leading question noun, pi ~ -tions [count] : a question 
asked in a way that is intended to produce a desired answer ■ 
The judge made it quite clear that the lawyers were not per¬ 
mitted to ask witnesses leading questions. ■ The interviewer 


asked a lot of leading questions and was clearly biased, 
lead-off / l li:d,a:f/ adj, baseball : batting first at the start of a 
game or an inning ■ a leadoff hitter • a batter hitting leadoff= 
a batter hitting in the leadoff position — see also lead off at 
‘lead 

lead time /'li:d -/noun [noncount] : the time between the be¬ 
ginning of a process or project and the appearance of its re¬ 
sults ■ We will need at least six months lead time before pro¬ 
duction begins. 

lead—up /'li:d,Ap/ noun [singular] : something that comes 
before or prepares for something else ■ the lead-up to the 
war/trial 

1 leaf /*li:f/ noun, pi leaves /'li:vz/ 

1 : one of the flat and typically green parts of a plant that 
grow from a stem or twig [count] a maple leaf • a tobacco 
leaf ■ tea leaves ■ I heard the rustle of the autumn leaves. ■ a 
pile of dead leaves ■ The trees drop their leaves in the fall, and 
new leaves grow again in the spring, [noncount] By the end 
of April, most trees are in leaf. [=most trees have grown their 
new leaves] ■ The trees have not yet come into leaf. — see 
color picture on page C6 

2 [count] : a sheet of paper in a book : page — usually used 
figuratively ■ I decided to taka/borrow a leaf out of his book 
[=to do the same thing that he did] and invest some money in 
the stock market. — see also flyleaf, loose-leaf 

3 [count ]: a part that can be added to or removed from a ta¬ 
ble to change the size of its top surface 

4 [noncount] : a very thin sheet of metal (such as gold or sil¬ 
ver) that is used to decorate something ■ silver leaf 

turn over a new leaf: to start behaving or living in a differ¬ 
ent and better way ■ I decided to turn over a new leaf and 
stop worrying so much. ■ The program helps drug addicts 
to turn over a new leaf when they get out of jail. 

— leaf-less /'liiflas/ adj ■ leafless trees — leaf-like /'li:f,laik/ 
adj 

2 leaf verb leafs; leafed; leaf-ing 

leaf out [phrasal verb] US, of a tree : to produce leaves ■ The 
tree will leaf out in the spring. 

leaf through [phrasal verb] leaf through (something) : to 
turn the pages of (a book, a magazine, etc.) ■ She was leaf¬ 
ing through the magazine, looking at the pictures, 
leafed /'li:ft/ adj : having a specified kind or number of 
leaves : leaved — used in combination ■ a silver -leafed 
plant ■ a four -leafed clover 

1 leaf-let /'liiftat/ noun, pi -lets [count] : a printed and often 
folded sheet of paper that is usually given to people for no 
cost ■ Protesters were handing out leaflets condemning the 
government’s environmental policies. ■ an advertising leaflet 
leaflet verb -let-ed; -let-ing : to give leaflets to many people 
in (a place) [+ obj] They leafleted several neighborhoods. 
[no obj] We spent the morning leafleting. 
leafy /*li:fi/ adj leaf-i-er; -est 

1 : having many leaves or trees ■ leafy woodlands ■ leafy trees 

■ a leafy suburb [=a suburb in which there are many trees] 

2 : consisting mostly of leaves ■ leafy vegetables ■ leafy greens 
1 league /'li:g/ noun, pi leagues [count] 

1 : a group of sports teams that play against each other ■ a 
softball/bowling league ■ the National Football League — of¬ 
ten used figuratively ■ I enjoy playing chess, but when 1 tried 
playing against George, I knew right away that I was out of 
my league. [=1 knew that he was much better than I was] ■ 
According to one restaurant reviewer, the two chefs are not 
even in the same league. [=one of the chefs is much better 
than the other] ■ He’s a pretty good writer, but he’s not in the 
same league as she is. = He’s a pretty good writer, but she’s 
in a different league altogether. [=she is a much better writer 
than he is] ■ When it comes to cooking, he’s in a league of his 
own. [=he is a much better cook than anyone else] — see 
also BIG LEAGUE, BUSH LEAGUE, IVY LEAGUE, LITTLE 
LEAGUE, MAJOR LEAGUES, MINOR LEAGUE 

2 : a group or organization of nations or people united for a 
purpose • the League of Nations ■ joined the League of Voters 

■ The league has grown to include 12 member states. 

in league (with) : working with someone especially to do 
something dishonest • She denies that she is in league with 
[=. conspiring with] corrupt officials. ■ He suspects that they 
are in league together [=working with each other; working 
together] against him. 

- compare 2 league 

^league noun, pi leagues [count] : any one of several old 
units of distance from about 2.4 to 4.6 miles (3.9 to 7.4 kilo¬ 
meters) — compare ‘league 
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leagu-er /'li:g»/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who be- 
longs to a specified league ■ a major/minor leaguer [=a player 
in baseball’s major/minor leagues] 
league table noun, pi ~ tables [count] Brit : a list of 
teams, schools, hospitals, etc. that shows them in order from 
best to worst 

1 leak /'li;k/ verb leaks; leaked; leaking 

1 a : to let something (such as a liquid or gas) in or out 
through a hole in a surface [no obj] The roof was leaking. 
[=rainwater was getting into the building through the roof] ■ 
The boat leaked badly. [=a lot of water got into the boat 
through its bottom] ■ That hose is leaking. [=water is coming 
out of the side of that hose] ■ a leaking boat/roof [+ obj] The 
boat was leaking water. ■ The cracked pipe leaked fumes into 
the room, b [no obj] of a liquid, gas, etc. : to come in or go 
out through a hole in a surface ■ Fumes leaked through the 
crack in the pipe. ■ Air leaked out of the tire. ■ Water was 
leaking through a hole in the roof. 

2 a [+ obj]: to give (secret information) to someone so that it 
becomes known to the public ■ Someone leaked the story to 
the press. ■ a leaked story b [no obj ] : to become known to 
the public ■ We can’t let this information leak, [-get out] — 
usually + out ■ Eventually, news of the accident leaked out. • 
Details about the case started to leak out. 

2 leak noun, pi leaks [count] 

1 a : a hole in a surface that lets something (such as a liquid 
or gas) pass in or out ■ The boat had developed a bad leak. ■ 
The landlord said he would fix the leak in the roof. ■ One of 
the car’s tires has a slow loak. [=a small hole through which 
air escapes slowly] ■ The pipe suddenly sprung a leak. [=be- 
gan to leak] b : an occurrence in which something (such as 
a liquid or gas) passes through a hole in a surface ■ a gas/oil 
leak • a slow leak of the chemical 

2 : a situation in which people learn about information that 
is supposed to be secret ■ When a reporter revealed classified 
information, the source of the leak was investigated. ■ Secu¬ 
rity is high because of a fear of leaks before negotiations 
have been finished. ■ a security leak 

take a leak or Brit have a leak informal + impolite : to pass 
liquid from the body : urinate 
— leak-proof /'li:k,pru:f/ adj ■ a leakproof container 
leak-age /Miikufc/ noun, pi -ag-es 

1 a : an occurrence in which something (such as a liquid or 
gas) passes through a hole in a surface [noncount] Some of 
the water was lost from the containers because of leakage. 
[^because it leaked out] [count] trying to prevent accidental 
leakages b [count] : the amount that is lost when something 
leaks ■ Leakages of about 30 percent were reported. 

2 : an occurrence in which secret information becomes 
known [noncount] taking steps to prevent leakage of confi¬ 
dential information [count] leakages of confidential infor¬ 
mation 

leaky /'li:ki/ adj leak-i-er; -est : having a hole that allows 
something (such as a liquid or gas) to pass in or out: having 
a leak • a leaky boat/pipe ■ The roof was leaky. 

1 lean /'li:n/ verb leans; leaned or Brit leant /"lent/; lean¬ 
ing 

1 a [no obj] : to bend or move from a straight position ■ The 
tree leans to one side. ■ He leaned back in his chair. ■ They 
leaned over the table to smell the flowers, b [+ obj] : to 
cause (something) to bend or move from a straight position ■ 
They leaned their heads back. ■ He leaned his chair back. 

2 a [no obj] : to rest on or against something or someone for 
support ■ You can lean on me if you get tired. ■ She stood 
leaning on her right leg. ■ The ladder was leaning against the 
house, b [+ obj] : to cause (something) to rest on or against 
something ■ He leaned the ladder against the house. ■ The 
boy leaned his head on his mother’s shoulder. 

3 a — used to describe what someone wants to do, tends to 
do, or is likely to do ■ She hasn’t made a decision yet, and I 
don’t know which way she’s leaning. — often + toward ■ 
She’s leaning toward a career in medicine. [=she is probably 
going to choose a career in medicine] ■ The mayor is leaning 
toward closing down the school, b — used to say that 
someone supports one group or set of beliefs more than an¬ 
other; often + toward • an independent presidential candi¬ 
date who leans toward the Democrats and their views C — 
used to say that something is more like one thing than anoth¬ 
er; often + toward ■ Her new album leans more toward rock 
than country. 

lean on [phrasal verb] 1 lean on (someone or something) 
: to depend on (someone or something) for support ■ He 


leaned on his family during the crisis. ■ She was someone 
you could lean on. 2 lean on (someone) informal : to 
force or try to force (someone) to do something especially 
by making threats : to put pressure on (someone) ■ They 
were leaning on the governor to pass the law. 
lean over backward see Backward 
2 lean adj lean-er; lean-est [also more most ~] 

1 : not having much fat on the body : physically thin, strong, 
and healthy ■ She has a lean, athletic body. ■ a lean racehorse 

2 : containing little or no fat • lean meat ■ (US) lean ground 
beef 

3 : not having or producing much money, food, etc. ■ Those 
were lean years for the company. [=the company did not 
make much money in those years] • a lean budget/profit/ 
harvest 

4 usually approving : not using a lot of something (such as 
words or money) • He had a lean* style of writing. [=his writ¬ 
ing style did not use too many words]: not wasteful ■ She ran 
a lean and efficient company. ■ We wanted our business to be 
lean and mean. 

— lean-ness /'liinnas/ noun [noncount] 

synonyms lean, thin, and skinny mean not having 
much fat on the body, lean suggests a lack of unneces¬ 
sary fat and may also suggest the muscular body of an ath¬ 
lete. • the strong lean legs of a runner thin can describe a 
person whose lack of fat is unhealthy, but it also often de¬ 
scribes a person who is considered attractive. ■ a thin and 
sickly old man ■ The room was full of beautiful thin wom¬ 
en. skinny describes a person who has an extremely thin 
appearance and who may not be healthy or eat enough 
food. ■ skinny children in poor countries ■ skinny legs 

lean-ing /Miirao/ noun, pi -ings [count] : a preference for 
something or tendency to do something — often + toward • 
Her leaning is toward a career in medicine. — often plural ■ 
His political leanings are unknown. ■ The two painters have 
similar artistic leanings. 

lean—to /'li:n,tu:/ noun, pi -tos [count] : a small and usually 
roughly made building that is built on the side of a larger 
building 

1 leap /'li:p/ verb leaps; leaped /*li:pt, Mept/ or leapt /'lcpt, 
•li.pt/; leap-ing 

1 a [no obj] : to jump from a surface ■ The cat suddenly 
leaped into the air. • Fish were leaping out of the water. ■ He 
leaped off the bridge. ■ The cat leapt down from (the top of) 
the table. ■ The boys leaped over the stream. ■ He made a 
leaping catch. [=he caught the ball as he jumped] b [+ obj 
: to jump over (something) ■ The horse leaped the stone wall. 

2 [no obj] : to move quickly ■ She leapt up [=she stood up 
quickly] and ran out the door. ■ When the alarm went off, 
she leapt out of bed. ■ The crowd leapt to its feet. [=stood up 
quickly in excitement] — often used figuratively ■ The team 
leaped from last place to first place. ■ The conversation leapt 
from politics to religion. ■ When other people accused her of 
being lazy, he leaped to her defense. [=he quickly began to 
defend her] ■ They leaped into action. [=acted immediately] 

3 [no obj] : to suddenly increase by a large amount ■ The 
price of gasoline leaped (by) 10 percent. 

leap at [phrasal verb] leap at (something) : to eagerly take (a 
chance, opportunity, etc.) • She leaped at [=jumped at] the 
chance/opportunity to show her boss what she could do. ■ 
He leapt at the offer of a better job. 
leap off the page see 'page 

leap out at [phrasal verb] leap out at (someone) 1 : to sud¬ 
denly come at (someone) from a hiding place ■ The hidden 
assailant leaped [= jumped] out at them. 2 : to immediate¬ 
ly get the attention of (someone) ■ The picture on the mag¬ 
azine’s cover leaps out at you. 
leap to conclusions see conclusion 
leap to mind see 'mind 
look before you leap see 'look 
your heart leaps see heart 

— leap-er /"li:p9/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

2 leap noun, pi leaps 

1 [count] a : a long or high jump ■ She made a graceful leap 
into the air. ■ He ran and took a flying leap over the stream, 
b : the distance that a person or animal jumps ■ He won the 
high jump with a leap of six feet. 

2 [count] : a great and sudden change, increase, or improve¬ 
ment ■ She made the difficult leap [-transition] from college 
to the workplace. ■ the leap from childhood to adulthood ■ a 
leap [-jump] in the cost of automobiles ■ She has shown great 
leaps in ability. ■ Technology has taken a great leap forward. 
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— see also quantum leap 

3 [singular] : a serious attempt to do or understand some¬ 
thing new ■ an imaginative leap ■ It required a leap of the 
imagination to picture how the project would look when it 
was completed, -v- A leap in the dark is something that is 
done without knowing anything about what the result might 
be. ■ He had no experience, so starting his own business was 
a real leap in the dark. <* A leap of faith is a decision to be¬ 
lieve that something is true or possible even though other 
people may doubt it. • He has taken/made a leap of faith in 
starting his own business. • It takes/requires a leap of faith to 
believe that this project can succeed. 

by fin leaps and bounds : very quickly and greatly ■ The 
company grew by leaps and bounds. ■ Their knowledge has 
increased in leaps and bounds. 

take a flying leap US, informal + impolite — used to tell 
someone who angers or annoys you to go away ■ She told 
him to (go) take a flying leap. [-{Brit) take a running Jump] 

1 leap-frog /'lkp.frcug/ noun [noncount]: a children’s game in 
which one player bends down so that another player can 
leap over the back of the first player ■ play leapfrog 
leapfrog verb -frogs; -frogged; -frog-ging : to move 
ahead of or beyond (someone or something) in a very quick 
and sudden way [+ obj] Skipping his last two years of high 
school, he leapfrogged his classmates and went to college. ■ 
This year’s technologies are leapfrogging last year’s designs. 
[no obj ] — usually + over ■ She leapfrogged over her more ex¬ 
perienced coworkers and became die company’s president. 

leap year noun, pi years [count] : a year of 366 days in¬ 
stead of 365 with February having 29 days instead of 28 A 
leap year occurs every four years. ■ The year 2004 was a leap 
year. 

learn /"ton/ verb learns; learned also chiefly Brit learnt 
/'lant/; learn-ing 

1 : to gain knowledge or skill by studying, practicing, being 
taught, or experiencing something [no obj] People learn 
throughout their lives. ■ He is learning quickly. • I can’t swim 
yet, but I’m learning. — often + about ■ We learned about the 
reasons for the war in our history class. — often + from ■ We 
all have the ability to learn from our mistakes. ■ She learned 
from experience that when grease catches on fire, you 
shouldn’t put water on it. [+ obj] learn arithmetic ■ leam a 
trade ■ She’s interested in learning French. • We had to leam 
the rules of the game. — often + about ■ She’s been trying to 
leam more about our family history. — often to + verb ■ He 
never learned (how) to dance/swim. ■ I’m learning to play the 
guitar. ■ He learned how not to offend people. • You need to 
leam (how) to take care of your health. 

2 [+ obj] : to cause (something) to be in your memory by 
studying it: memorize ■ I’m trying to leam my lines for the 
play. • We had to leam the names of the state capitals. ■ leam 
the alphabet 

3 : to hear or be told (something) : to find out (something) 
[+ obj] She learned through/from a letter that her father had 
died. ■ I later learned that they had never called. ■ I was sur¬ 
prised when I learned (that) he wasn’t coming. ■ We finally 
learned the truth about what had happened, [no obj] — + of 
■ We were shocked to leam of her death. [=to Find out about 
her death] ■ She first learned of the accident on Monday. 

4 : to become able to understand (something) through expe¬ 
rience [+ obj] leam the difference between right and wrong ■ 
He quickly learned what it means to be a father. ■ We learned 
that if we wanted a good job, we had to go to college. ■ I have 
learned that life isn’t easy. ■ Someday you’ll leam that money 
is not the most important thing in life. • He learned the hard 
way that crime doesn’t pay. [=he found out by being pun¬ 
ished for his crimes] — often followed by to + verb • It’s im¬ 
portant to leam to respect other people. ■ It’s a bad situation, 
but we’ll just have to leam to live with it. [=we will have to 
accept it and deal with it] [no obj] Someday you’ll leam. • 
Even after all his health problems, he’s still eating and drink¬ 
ing too much. Some people never leam. 

live and leam see *live 

— learn-able /Ma-nabal/ adj • leamable skills 

learned adj 

1 /'la-nod/ [more most —] formal: having or showing a lot 
of learning, education, or knowledge ■ a learned scholar ■ We 
had a learned discussion about politics. • a learned opinion ■ 
She has published articles in both learned [^scholarly] jour¬ 
nals and popular magazines. 

2 /'land/ — used to describe something that people get or 
have because of learning or experience ■ Speaking a lan¬ 


guage is a learned behavior. ■ a learned response 
learn-er /Mama*/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who learns ■ He is a fast learner. [=he learns fast] 
■ slow learners : a person who is trying to gain knowledge or 
skill in something by studying, practicing, or being taught ■ 
an adult learner • an advanced learner • learners of English as 
a second language ■ a learner’s dictionary 

2 Brit: student driver 

learner driver noun, pi ~ -ers [count] Brit : student 
driver 

learner’s permit noun, pi ~ -mits [count] US : a docu¬ 
ment that allows a person to leam how to drive a car ■ After 
you get your learner’s permit , I’ll let you drive my car. — 
called also {Brit) provisional licence 
learn-ing /Mami]/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the activity or process of gaining knowledge or skill by 
studying, practicing, being taught, or experiencing some¬ 
thing : the activity of someone who learns ■ a computer pro¬ 
gram that makes learning fun • different methods of foreign 
language learning ■ The first year of college was a learning 
experience. 

2 : knowledge or skill gained from learning ■ They were peo¬ 
ple of good education and considerable/great learning. ■ 
book learning [^knowledge gained from reading books] 

learning curve noun, pi ~ curves [count] : the rate at 
which someone learns something new : the course of 
progress made in learning something ■ The job has a very 
steep learning curve. [=there is a large amount that has to be 
learned quickly in order to do the job] 
learning disability noun, pi ~ -ties [count] : a condition 
that makes learning difficult ■ students with learning disabil¬ 
ities — called also {chiefly Brit ) learning difficulty 
— learning disabled adj ■ parents with learning disabled 
children 

learnt chiefly Brit past tense and past participle of learn 
1 lease /Mi:s/ noun, pi leas-es [count] : a legal agreement that 
lets someone use a car, house, etc., for a period of time in re¬ 
turn for payment ■ sign a lease ■ They took out a five-year 
lease on the house. ■ We hold leases on both of our cars. ■ 
The lease expires next month. = The lease runs out next 
month. 

a new lease on life {US) or Brit a new lease of life : a 
chance to continue living or to become successful or popu¬ 
lar again ■ This medicine gives patients a new lease on life. ■ 
After they made the movie, the book got a new lease on 
life. [=the book became newly popular] • The band has giv¬ 
en this style of music a new lease on life. 

2 lease verb leases; leased; leas-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to use (something) for a period of time in return for pay¬ 
ment ■ She leases a red convertible. ■ I have leased this house 
for the last four years. 

2 : to allow someone to use (something) for a period of time 
in return for payment ■ We leased the house to a young mar¬ 
ried couple. 

1 leash /■li:JV noun, pi ieash-es [count] chiefly US : a long, 
thin piece of rope, chain, etc., that is used for holding a dog 
or other animal ■ put a dog on a leash ■ Dogs must be kept on 
a leash while in the park. ■ The dog saw a cat and was strain¬ 
ing at its leash trying to get at it. — often used figuratively ■ 
The coach kept her players on a (short/tight) leash through¬ 
out the year. [=the coach closely watched and controlled the 
behavior of her players] ■ The kids were straining at the leash 
to get going. [=were very eager to get going] — called also 
{chiefly Brit) lead 

2 leash verb leashes; leashed; leash-ing [+ obj] ; to put (a 
dog or other animal) on a leash • You need to leash your dog 
while in the park. ■ a leashed dog 
1 least /Mi:st/ adj, superlative form of Kittle : smallest in 
amount or degree ■ The least [slightest] noise would startle 
her. ■ I try to spend the least (amount of) time possible in the 
kitchen. = I try to spend the least possible (amount of) time 
in the kitchen. ■ We finished without the least help from you. 
[=without any help from you] ■ She hasn’t shown the least 
sign of remorse. [=she hasn’t shown any remorse] 
not (in) the least bit see 'bit 

take/follow the path/line of least resistance see resis¬ 
tance 
2 least noun 

the least : something of the lowest importance, strength, 
value, etc. • Any noise—even the (very) least —would star¬ 
tle her. — often + of • That’s the least of my worries/prob¬ 
lems. [=1 have more important worries/problems to deal 
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with] ■ We had many things to consider, not the least of 
which was the safety of our children. [=the safety of our 
children was very important] 

at least 1 : not less than a specified amount, level, etc. ■ At 
least once a year, we visit our grandparents. ■ We meet at 
least once a month. = We meet once a month at least. • You 
must be at least 21 years of age to enter. ■ He was at least 
six feet tall. ■ He must have at least 300 CDs! 2 — used to 
say that something (such as a bad situation) could be or 
have been worse ■ The weather was cold, but at least it 
didn’t rain. ■ I was tired and hungry, but at least I was free. 

■ We don’t have much money, but at least we still have 
each other. 3 — used to indicate the smallest or easiest 
thing that someone can or should do ■ Well, he could have 
at least apologized. 4 a — used to indicate that the truth 
of a statement might change or has changed ■ We’re going 
to have a picnic, at least if it doesn’t rain. ■ I’m fine for now 
at least. [=I’m fine for now although I may not be fine later] 

■ He was unknown in the music world, at least until recent¬ 
ly. b — used to indicate that the truth of a previous state¬ 
ment is not certain ■ Her name is Sue, or at least I think it 
is. ■ He is coming today. At least that's what he told me. 

at the (very) least — used to indicate the least thing that is 
true, acceptable, desirable, or certain to happen ■ He want¬ 
ed to win the race, or at the least, to finish second. ■ It is, at 
the very least, an interesting book. ■ It will change your life 
or, at the very least, teach you something new. ■ At the very 
least, she deserves to be heard. 
not (In) the least : not at all: not in any way or respect • It 
did not interest me in the least. [=it did not interest me at 
all] ■ He did/i’? enjoy it in the least. ■ That joke was not in the 
least funny. ■ We weren’t in the least tired. ■ I’m not the least 
worried. 

the least (someone) can do : the smallest or easiest thing 
that someone can or should do • Ihe least he could do is tell 
me what happened. ■ There’s no need to thank me for my 
help. Considering all the help you’ve given me in the past, 
it was the least I could do. [=1 do not deserve to be thanked 
for the small thing I did] 

to say the least — used to emphasize a statement ■ She was 
not happy, to say the least. [=she was very unhappy] ■ He is, 
to say the least, hopeful about the future. [=he is very hope¬ 
ful about the future] ■ To say the least, they were disap¬ 
pointed that their trip was canceled. 

3 least adv, superlative form of 2 LITTLE : in or to the smallest 
degree ■ Who was the least at fault in the case? ■ He asked me 
to help him when I least expected it. ■ That was the least im¬ 
portant of her reasons. ■ That was the least interesting book I 
have ever read. 
last but not least see 3 last 

least of all: especially not ■ No one, least of all the children, 
wanted to go home early. 

not least formal : especially or particularly ■ We had many 
things to consider, not least the safety of our children. 

least common denominator noun [ noncount] us 

: LOWEST COMMON DENOMINATOR 
least'WayS /'li:st,weiz/ or leastwise /'li:st,waiz/ adv, in¬ 
formal : at least ■ The weather was cold, but leastways it 
didn't rain. ■ He was unknown in the music world, leastwise 
until recently. 

Ieath»er /'IecW noun [noncount] : animal skin that is chemi- 
cally treated to preserve it and that is used in making clothes, 
shoes, furniture, etc. — see also patent leather 
— leather adj ■ a black leather jacket 
leath«ery /"leferi/ adi [more most ~] : looking or feeling 
like leather ■ The meat was dry and leathery. [=tough] ■ the 
old farmer’s leathery, brown skin 
1 leave /'li.v/ verb leaves; left /'left/; leaving 

1 a : to go away from (a place) [+ obj ] What time will you 
leave the office? ■ Don’t leave home without your wallet. ■ I 
left the party at seven o’clock, [no obj] We will leave at 10 
o’clock. ■ Are we leaving soon? ■ She left quickly. ■ They left 
by bus. ■ The train left an hour ago but another will be arriv¬ 
ing soon. — often + for • We’re leaving for the game in an 
hour. ■ The train left from Paris for Barcelona an hour ago. 
b [+ obj ] : to go away from (a place) to live in a different 
place ■ They left the country for a new life in the city. ■ He left 
town a month ago. ■ He left home [=left his parent’s house 
and lived somewhere else] after graduating from high school. 

2 a [+ obj ]: to go away from (a person) ■ She left her friends 
and went home. ■ We left him so that he could do his work. = 
We left him to his work. = He had work to do, so we left him 


to it. ■ We left him doing his work. [=he was doing his work 
when we left him] b : to stop living with and having a close 
personal relationship with (someone) [+ obj] His mother left 
[= abandoneddeserted] him when he was very young. • He 
left his wife and children. ■ His wife left him for another man. 
[no obj\ He hasn’t been the same since his wife left. 

3 a [+ obj] : to give up or stop having (a job, position, etc.) ■ 
He left [=quit] his job and went back to school. ■ a politician 
who will be leaving office next year b : to stop attending, 
belonging to, or working for (a school, a group, an organiza¬ 
tion, etc.) [+ obj] She left school and got a job. ■ She left our 
team and joined another one. ■ He has one more year before 
he leaves the army. ■ He’s going to be leaving the company 
soon and starting his own business, [no obj] You must give 
the company two weeks’ notice before leaving, c [+ obj] : to 
stop participating in (something, such as a game) ■ The start¬ 
ing quarterback had to leave the game because of an injury. ■ 
When did she leave the meeting? 

4 [+ obj] a : to go away and allow or cause (something or 
someone) to remain ■ Please leave your books at home. ■ You 
may leave your things in this room. : to put or bring (some¬ 
thing or someone) somewhere and go away ■ I left the grocer¬ 
ies on the table. ■ Please leave the package by the door. ■ We 
left a turkey (roasting) in the oven. • I left my brother at the 
airport. ■ They left their dog in the car. b If you leave 
someone or something with someone, you allow someone to 
keep and care for someone or something while you are 
away. ■ They went out to dinner and left their children 
(home) with a babysitter. ■ We left our dog with the neighbors 
while we went on vacation, c : to go away and forget or ne¬ 
glect to take (something) ■ He left [=forgot] his wallet at the 
restaurant. ■ I left my homework in my car. ■ Did you leave 
your key in the door again? d : to go away permanently 
without taking (something or someone) ■ He left nothing in 
his old apartment. — often + behind ■ They left behind every¬ 
thing they owned. ■ We had to leave our family and friends 
behind. • He left it all behind. [=took nothing with him] • I 
wanted to leave the past behind. [=forget about the past] 

5 [+ obj]: to put (something) in a place for another person to 
take or have ■ Did she leave a package for me? ■ We left a 
good tip for our waitress. = We left our waitress a good tip. • I 
left a message (for you) on your answering machine. ■ He left 
his name and phone number. 

6 [+ obj] a : to allow someone else to deal with or do (some¬ 
thing) — often + with ■ “It’s a pretty complicated problem.” 
“ Leave it with me: I’ll see what I can do.” — often + for ■ You 
don’t have to wash the dishes. Just leave them for me. [=1 will 
wash the dishes] — often + to • Leave your computer prob¬ 
lems to the experts. [=let the experts solve your computer 
problems] ■ That kind of decision should be left to the par¬ 
ents. ■ They left the decision (up) to me. ■ She left it to the 
readers to decide the story’s ending. ■ I’ll leave it (up) to you 
(to decide) whether or not we go to the movies. ■ I’ll leave you 
to draw your own conclusions. — sometimes used figurative¬ 
ly ■ Whether or not we have a picnic will be left (up) to the 
weather. [=will be determined by the weather] b In infor¬ 
mal U.S. English, you can say leave It to someone (to do 
something), when someone has acted in a way that is typical 
or expected. ■ Leave it to my mom to make everyone feel 
comfortable. [=my mom always makes everyone feel com¬ 
fortable] c If people leave you to do something, they do 
not help you do it. ■ He left me to find my own way home. ■ 
She was left to finish the job by herself. ■ I’ll leave you to draw 
your own conclusions. ■ I was left to fend for myself. 

7 [+ obj] : to cause (something or someone) to be or remain 
in a specified condition or position ■ Years of pollution has 
left [=made] the water undrinkable. ■ Their argument left him 
angry and confused. ■ The accident left him paralyzed. • Your 
kind words leave me speechless. ■ I’ll leave the door unlocked 
for you. • She left the door/window open. ■ Did you leave the 
lights on? • Much was left undone. ■ Let’s just leave It at that. 
[=let’s not change it or discuss it further] — often + -ing verb 
■ They cut down the trees but left the rosebushes standing. ■ 
It left them wondering when it would all end. — often + with ■ 
I don’t want to punish you, but your actions leave me (with) 
no/little choice. [=your actions make it necessary for me to 
punish you] ■ They were left with no option but to sell their 
car. [=they were forced to sell their car] 

8 [+ obj] a : to allow (something) to remain available or un¬ 
used • He wanted to leave a way out for himself. = He wanted 
to leave himself a way out. ■ Please leave space/room for an¬ 
other chair. ■ Don’t eat too much. You need to leave room 
for dessert. [=you need to leave enough room in your stom- 
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ach so that you can eat dessert] ■ That doesn’t leave much 
room for discussion, b An amount that Is left (over) or 
that you have left (over) is an amount that remains after the 
rest has been used or taken away. ■ There is only one piece of 
bread left. [=remaining] ■ After feeding 20 people, there was 
nothing left for me. ■ How much time do we have left before 
we can go home? ■ There was no one left in the city after the 
parade. ■ Do we have any pizza left over from last night? ■ We 
have many decorations left over from the party. 

9 [+ obj] : to cause (something) to remain as a result, mark, 
or sign ■ The cut left an ugly scar. ■ The grape juice left a stain 
on the carpet. ■ The rain is leaving a thin layer of ice on the 
roads. ■ The thief was careful not to leave any clues. ■ We 
promise we won’t leave a mess. ■ His visit left a lasting im¬ 
pression on our family. ■ The experience left a bad taste In 
my mouth. [=the experience made me feel bad or disgusted] 

10 [+ obj] a : to have (family members) living after your 
death ■ He left (behind) a widow and two children. ■ She 
leaves (behind) 7 children and 28 grandchildren, b : to give 
(something, such as money or property) to (someone) after 
your death ■ She left a fortune to her husband. ■ His parents 
left him a house and a small amount of money. 

11 [+ obj] mathematics : to have (a number) as a remainder ■ 
Taking 7 from 10 leaves 3. 

I must love you and leave you see 2 love 
leave much to be desired see Desire 
leave no stone unturned see 1 stone 
leave off \phrasal verb ] 1 : to stop before finishing a story, 
conversation, etc. ■ Let’s begin where we left off. ■ Where 
did we leave off in our conversation? 2 leave off (doing 
something) informal : to stop (doing something) ■ They fi¬ 
nally left off trying to reach an agreement. 
leave out \phrasal verb] leave out (someone or something) 
or leave (someone or something) out : to not include or 
mention (someone or something) ■ The movie leaves a lot 
out of the story. ■ You left out the best part. ■ Did everyone 
get a piece of cake? I don’t want to leave anyone out. • 
They always leave her out of the conversation. ■ He always 
feels left out when his friends talk about sports. 
leave (someone) guessing see 1 guess 
leave (someone) In the dust see ‘dust 
leave (someone) in the lurch see 3 lurch 
leave (someone or something) alone : to not bother or 
touch (someone or something) ■ Please leave the baby 
alone. She needs to sleep. • Please leave the vase alone, 
leave (someone or something) be : to not bother or touch 
(someone or something) ■ Please leave [=let] me be. 
leave (someone or something) for dead see ‘dead 
leave (someone) out In the cold see 2 cold 
leave (something) to the Imagination see imagination 
leave well enough alone or Brit leave well alone : to stop 
changing something that is already good enough ■ He just 
doesn’t know when to leave well enough alone, 
leave you cold see ‘cold 
leave you to your own devices see device 
left at the altar see altar 
take it or leave it see ‘take 
2 leave noun 

1 : a period of time when someone has special permission to 
be away from a job or from military service [singular] He 
took an unpaid leave from work. ■ The soldiers were given a 
two-month leave for the holidays, [noncount] 12 weeks of 
leave ■ He took a few months’ leave to care for his sick moth¬ 
er. ■ The company granted her maternity leave. [=time off to 
take care of a newborn child] ■ Our professor is on leave this 
semester. • She is on leave from her law firm. ■ a soldier on 
military leave — called also leave of absence ; see also com¬ 
passionate LEAVE, FAMILY LEAVE, SHORE LEAVE, SICK 
LEAVE 

2 [ noncount\ formal : permission to do something ■ I beg 
leave to differ with you, sir. ■ He was found guilty but was 
granted/given leave to appeal against the verdict. ■ The sol¬ 
dier was guilty of being absent without (official) leave, 
take leave of someone or take your leave formal : to say 

goodbye to someone ■ It was late when they finally took 
leave of their friends and headed home. ■ After a few min¬ 
utes of polite conversation, he took his leave, 
take leave of your senses : to begin acting or thinking in a 
very foolish way ■ Have you taken leave of your senses ? 
without (so much as) a by your leave old-fashioned 
: without asking permission ■ He borrowed my car without 
so much as a by your leave ! 

leaved /'li:vd/ adi : having leaves of a particular kind or 


number — usually used in combination ■ This bush is red- 
leaved in autumn. ■ a broad -leaved tree 
1 leav-en /'levan/ noun [noncount\ 

1 : a substance (such as yeast) that makes dough rise and be¬ 
come light before it is baked — called also leavening 

2 literary : something that makes a situation or mood less se¬ 
rious ■ a serious book that includes a few humorous stories 
as leaven 

2 leaven verb -ens; -ened; -ending [+ obj \ 

1 formal : to make (something) less serious and often more 
exciting ■ Her jokes leavened [lightened] the meeting’s 
mood. ■ He needs to leaven his speeches with more humor. 

2 : to add leaven to (bread, dough, etc.) ■ using yeast to leav¬ 
en the dough/bread ■ Some breads are leavened [=made with 
leaven] and some breads are unleavened. 

Ieav«en*ing /'levann)/ noun [noncount]: ‘leaven 1 
leave of absence noun, pi leaves of absence 

1 [noncount]: permission to be away from a job for a period 
of time ■ He was granted/given leave of absence. 

2 : a period of time when someone has special permission to 
be away from a job : leave [count] He took two unpaid 
leaves of absence, [noncount] She has been on leave of ab¬ 
sence for almost two years. 

leaves plural of ‘leaf 

leave-tak>ing /'li:v,teikii]/ noun, pi -ings formal: an act 
of going away and saying goodbye [count] He announced 
his leave-taking [= departure] this morning. ■ The movie ended 
with an emotional leave-taking. [= farewell] [noncount] 
Leave-taking is always difficult for her. 
lea V* ings /'li:vii)z/ noun [plural] old-fashioned : things that 
remain after an activity is finished ■ the leavings [=remnants] 
of our dinner 

lech*er /'letfer/ noun, pi -ers [count] disapproving : a man 
who shows an excessive or disgusting interest in sex ■ a dirty 
lecher 

— lech-ery /'letfari/ noun [noncount] 
lech-er-OUS /'letfaras/ adj [more most ~] disapproving 
: having or showing an excessive or disgusting interest in sex 
■ a lecherous old man 

lec-tern /‘lekten/ noun, pi -terns [count] : a stand that 
holds a book, notes, etc., for someone who is reading, speak¬ 
ing, or teaching 

1 lecture /'lektf>/ noun, pi -tures [count] 

1 : a talk or speech given to a group of people to teach them 
about a particular subject ■ a lecture about/on politics ■ She’s 
planning to give/deliver a series of lectures on modem art. ■ 
Several hundred people are expected to attend the lecture. 

2 : a talk that criticizes someone’s behavior in an angry or 
serious way ■ I came home late and got a lecture from my 
parents. • I gave her a lecture about doing better in school. 

2 lecture verb -tures; -tured; -tuning 

1 [no obj] : to give a talk or a series of talks to a group of peo¬ 
ple to teach them about a particular subject ■ She lectures (to 
undergraduates) on modem art at the local college. ■ She lec¬ 
tures in art at the local college. 

2 [+ obj] : to talk to (someone) in an angry or serious way ■ 
They lectured their children about/on the importance of 
honesty. ■ I lectured her about doing better in school. 

Iec*tur*er /'lektfara 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who gives a lecture ■ We had a guest lecturer in 
class today. 

2 a US\ someone who teaches at a college or university on a 
temporary basis b Brit : someone who teaches at a British 
college or university and ranks below a professor 

lec*ture«ship /'lektfa'Jip/ noun, pi -ships [count] Brit : a 
position as a lecturer at a British college or university ■ He 
was offered a lectureship. ■ She has a lectureship in chemistry, 
led past tense and past participle of ’ lead 
LED/ i£l,i: a di:/ noun, pi LEDs [count] technical : a device that 
lights up and displays information when electricity passes 
through it ^ LEDs are often used to show numbers and 
words on electronic devices such as digital clocks. LED is an 
abbreviation of “light-emitting diode.” 
ledge /'lecfe/ noun, pi ledg«es [count] 

1 : a narrow, flat surface that sticks out from a wall ■ a win¬ 
dow ledge ■ birds perched on the ledge of a building 

2 : a flat rock surface that sticks out from a cliff ■ a ledge on 
the side of the mountain 

led*ger /'lecfc^/ noun, pi -gers [count] : a book that a com¬ 
pany uses to record information about the money it has paid 
and received 
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lee /'li:/ noun [ singular ] : the side of something that is shel- 
tered from the wind ■ the lee of the ship ■ on the lee (side) of 
the mountain — see also leeward 
leech /'li:tf/ noun, pi leech*es [count] 

1 : a type of worm that attaches itself to the skin 
of animals and sucks their blood 

2 disapproving : a person who uses other people 
for personal gain ■ a celebrity who is surrounded 
by leeches who only want his money 

leek /Mi:k/ noun, pi leeks [count] : a vegetable 
that has long green leaves rising from a thick 
white base and that tastes like a mild onion — see 
color picture on page C4 

leer /■lie/ verb leers; leered; leer-ing [no obj] 

: to look at someone in an evil or unpleasantly . . 

sexual way ■ She complained that some disgusting leecn 
man was leering at her. ■ He gave her a leering 
look. 

— leer noun, pi leers [count] ■ a wicked/sinister leer 
leery /Miri/ adj [more most ~] : feeling or showing a lack 

of trust in someone or something ■ a leery attitude ■ She 
seemed a little leery [=suspicious] about/of the proposal. ■ 
They were leery of their neighbors. 

1 lee*ward /Mi.w^d, Mu:wad/ adj : located on the side that is 
sheltered from the wind ■ the leeward side of the island 

— compare windward 

2 leeward noun [noncount] : the side that is sheltered from the 
wind ; the lee side ■ We turned the boat to leeward. 

— compare windward 

lee*way /Mi: # wei/ noun [noncount] : freedom to do some¬ 
thing the way you want to do it ■ They give/allow their stu¬ 
dents leeway to try new things. ■ The new rules allow manag¬ 
ers (to have) greater leeway in making decisions. 
make up (the) leeway Brit : to get back into a good position 
or situation after you have fallen behind ■ They’re so far 
behind that they have little hope of making up the leeway 
on the leaders. [=of catching up with the leaders] 

D 1 left /•left/ adj, always used before a noun 

"I a : located on the same side of your body as your heart ■ 
He felt a pain in his left side. ■ her left hand/leg b : done 
with your left hand ■ He hit him with a left hook to the jaw. 
— opposite RIGHT 

2 : located nearer to the left side of your body than to the 
right ■ the left side of the street ■ a chair’s left arm ■ taking a 
left turn 

two left feet see j foot 
2 left adv 

1 a : toward the left ■ Please move left. ■ She ran left and 
caught the ball. ■ Taking one step left , he fell to the ground, 
b : toward the political Left ■ a political party that has shift¬ 
ed left • His political views are slightly left of center. [=are 
slightly liberal] 

2 US : using the left hand ■ He bats/throws left. [- deft¬ 
handed] — opposite RIGHT 

left and right or Brit left, right, and centre : in a very quick 
and uncontrolled way ■ She has been spending money left 
and right. : in all directions ■ He was calling out names left 
and right. ■ The police were stopping cars left and right. 

3 left noun, pi lefts 

1 [noncount] : a location closer to the left side of your body 
than to the right: the left side ■ We read from left to right. — 
often used with on ■ As you come down the street, my house 
will be on your/the left. — often used with to ■ Move the pic¬ 
ture a little to the left. ■ The picture is to the left of the win¬ 
dow. 

2 [count] : a turn or movement toward the left ■ Go to the 
next intersection and take a left. = (US) Go to the next inter¬ 
section and make/hang a left. ■ You’ll take two lefts aftd then 
a right. 

3 [count] : a punch made with the left hand ■ He hit him with 
two quick lefts to the stomach followed by a right to the jaw. 
4 a the Left : political groups who favor sharing money and 
property more equally among the members of a society : po¬ 
litical groups who support liberal or socialist policies ■ His 
nomination is opposed by the country’s Left. ■ The new law is 
disliked by the Left. ■ Members of the Left have voiced their 
opinions on this matter, b the left : the position of people 
who support the beliefs and policies of the political Left ■ 
The party has shifted to the left. [=has become more liberal] 
— compare right; see also the far left at 2 far 
4 left past tense and past participle of 1 leave 
left field noun [noncount] : the pait of a baseball outfield 



that is to the left when you are looking out from home plate ■ 
a fly ball to (deep/shallow) left field', also : the position of the 
player defending left field ■ He plays left field, 
come out of left field US, informal : to be very surprising 
and unexpected ■ That question came out of left field, 
out in left field US, informal : very strange or unusual ■ 
ideas that are out in left field ■ Her position is way out in left 
field. 

— left fielder noun, pi ~ -ers [count] ■ a good left fielder 
left-hand /Meft'hsend/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : located closer to your left hand : located on the left side ■ 
Our building will be on the left-hand side. ■ Please write your 
name on the upper left-hand comer of the page. ■ Take a left- 
hand turn. — compare right-hand 

2 : made for the left hand ■ a left-hand glove ■ left-hand 
[=(more commonly) left-handed] tools — compare right- 
hand 

left—handled /Meft'hsendad/ adj 

1 : using the left hand more easily than the right hand ■ a left- 
handed person ■ He is baseball’s greatest left-handed pitcher. 
■ My sister is right-handed but I’m left-handed. 

2 a : made for the left hand ■ a left-handed glove ■ She needs 
left-handed scissors, b : using or done with the left hand ■ a 
left-handed catch/punch 

3 : swinging from the left side of the body to the right side in 
sports like baseball and golf ■ a left-handed batter/hitter 

— left-handed adv ■ She bats left-handed. — left—hand¬ 
ed* ness noun [noncount] ■ They study left-handedness in 
children. 

left—handler /MeffhEenda 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a left- 
handed person; especially : a left-handed pitcher in baseball ■ 
The team has eight right-handers and three left-handers. 
leftist /Meftist/ noun, pi -ists [count] : a person who belongs 
to or supports the political Left — compare rightist 

— leftist adj [more most ~] ■ a leftist government • leftist 
intellectuals 

left-over /Meft,ouva/ noun, pi -overs 

1 leftovers [plural] : food that has not been finished at a 
meal and that is often served at another meal ■ Are we hav¬ 
ing leftovers again? 

2 [count] : a thing that remains after something is finished or 
ended ■ The law is a leftover from earlier times. 

— leftover adj, always used before a noun ■ Do you have any 
leftover pizza from last night? 

Ieft*ward G chiefly US) /Meftw^d/ or chiefly Brit left*wards 
/Meftwa-dz/ adv : toward the left ■ Turn the boat leftward. • 
She stepped leftward into the light. ■ She has moved leftward 
in her political beliefs. — compare rightward 

— leftward adj ■ a leftward turn 

left Wing noun [singular] : the part of a political group that 
consists of people who support liberal or socialist ideas and 
policies : the part of a political group that belongs to or sup¬ 
ports the Left ■ His nomination is supported by the party’s 
left wing but opposed by the right wing, 
left-wing /Meft'wii)/ adj : of, relating to, or belonging to the 
political Left : having or supporting ideas and policies that 
are associated with liberal or socialist groups ■ left-wing poli¬ 
tics/politicians 

— left—wlng*er /Meft'wiqa■/ noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a policy 
opposed by left-wingers 

lefty /Mefti/ noun, pi left*ies [count] informal 

1 chiefly US : left-hander ■ Our starting pitcher is a lefty. 

— compare right Y 

2 chiefly Brit, disapproving : a person who supports liberal or 
socialist political policies : leftist ■ political lefties [-left¬ 
wingers] 

1 leq /Meg/ noun, pi legs 

1 | [count] : one of the long body parts that are used especially 
for standing, walking, and running ■ He sat on a chair with 
his legs crossed. ■ He leaned against the wall with his legs 
spread so the police could search him. ■ She broke her leg in 
a skiing accident. ■ His legs gave way under him and he fell 
over. ■ a wooden/artificial leg ■ the dog’s front/back/hind legs 

— see picture at human; see also peg leg, sea legs 

2 : an animal’s leg when it is used as food [count] We had 
chicken legs for dinner, [noncount] Would you like some 
more leg of lamb? 

3 [count] : any one of the long thin parts that support a table, 
chair, etc. ■ the legs of a table ■ a chair with a broken leg 

4 [count] : the part of a pair of pants that covers the leg ■ The 
legs of these jeans are too long. = These jeans are too long in 
the leg(s). 
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5 [< count] a : a part of a journey or race ■ She took the lead 
in the last leg of the race. ■ The weather got worse on each leg 
of the trip, b : any one of several events or games that form 
a competition ■ a horse that has won the first two legs of rac¬ 
ing’s Triple Crown 

6 legs [plural] US, informal : lasting appeal or interest • a 
news story with legs 

a leg up informal 1 give someone a leg up a : to hold 
your hands together so that someone can step into them 
while climbing up onto something ■ I don’t think I can get 
on this horse without help. Can someone give me a leg up7 
b : to give someone an advantage over others ■ These skills 
will give you a leg up in the job market. [=they will help you 
get a job] 2 have a leg up : to have an advantage over 
others ■ The company has a leg up on the competition 
thanks to the recent publicity. 
an arm and a leg see ‘arm 

break a leg informal — used in speech to wish good luck to 
someone (such as a performer) 
get your leg over Brit, informal + impolite, of a man : to 
have sex with a woman 

not have a leg to stand on : to have no support for what 
you think, say, or do ■ He claims that the company cheated 
him, but without evidence of a written agreement, he 
doesn’t have a leg to stand on. 

on your/its last legs informal : very close to failure, ex¬ 
haustion, or death ■ The company is on its last legs. ■ He 
was on his last legs, but he managed to finish the race. ■ an 
old tree that is on its last legs [=that is dying and will not 
last much longer] 

pull someone's leg informal : to make someone believe 
something that is not true as a joke : to trick or lie to 
someone in a playful way ■ 1 panicked when he said the test 
was tomorrow, but then I realized he was just pulling my 
leg. ■ When I got mad, she Anally admitted that she was 
pulling my leg. 

shake a leg informal: to go or move quickly ■ You’d better 
shake a leg [-hurry up] if you don’t want to be late for 
work. — often used as a command ■ Shake a leg\ You’re 
going to be late! 

stretch your legs informal: to stand up and walk especially 
after sitting for a long period of time 
with your tall between your legs see ‘tail 
2 leg verb legs; legged; leg*ging 

leg It chiefly Brit, inf ormal : to run fast especially in order to 
get away from someone or something ■ When they saw the 
police car, they legged it. 

leg out [phrasal verb ] leg out (a hit) also leg (a hit) out base¬ 
ball, informal : to successfully complete (a hit) by running 
fast ■ He hurt his knee while trying to leg out an infield hit. 
■ She legged out a triple. 

Ieg*a*cy /'legasi/ noun, pi -cies [count] 

1 : something (such as property or money) that is received 
from someone who has died • She left us a legacy of a million 
dollars. ■ a substantial legacy 

2 : something that happened in the past or that comes from 
someone in the past ■ He left his children a legacy of love and 
respect. ■ The war left a legacy of pain and suffering. ■ We dis¬ 
cussed the country’s legacy of slavery. [=the ways in which 
the country is still affected by slavery] ■ Her artistic legacy 
lives on through her children. 

Ie»gal /'liigai/ adj 

1 a : of or relating to the law ■ She has a lot of legal prob¬ 
lems. ■ legal books ■ a legal adviser/representative ■ a coun¬ 
try’s legal system [=the way that laws are made and con¬ 
trolled in a country] b : based on the law ■ Do you know 
your legal rights? ■ The amount of alcohol in his blood ex¬ 
ceeded the legal limit. • He plans on taking legal action 
against the company. [=he plans on having a court of law set¬ 
tle his argument with the company] ■ legal proceedings fac¬ 
tions taken to settle an argument in a court of law] 

2 : allowed by the law or by the rules in a game ■ What you 
did was not legal. ■ “Is it legal to Ash in this river?” “Yes, it’s 
perfectly legal." • The referee said it was a legal play. 

— opposite ILLEGAL 

— le-gal-i-ty /li'gslati/ noun, pi -ties [noncount] They were 
unsure about the contract’s legality. ■ We questioned the le¬ 
gality [= lawfulness] of the testing, [count] We discussed the 
complex legalities involved in buying and selling a home. 
— le-gal-ly /'liigali/ adv • Legally, they cannot do that. ■ 
The drug is legally bought and sold in many countries. ■ 
This agreement is legally binding. ■ He is legally blind. [=his 
vision is bad enough for him to be considered blind ac¬ 


cording to the law] ■ He was legally drunk. [=he was drunk 
according to the law] 

legal aid noun [noncount] : money provided by a special or¬ 
ganization to pay legal fees for people who cannot pay them 
themselves 

le-gal-ese /,li:g3'li:z/ noun [noncount] informal : the lan¬ 
guage used by lawyers that is difAcult for most people to un¬ 
derstand : legal jargon ■ I was confused by the legplese in the 
contract. 

legal holiday noun, pi ~ -days [count] US : a public holi¬ 
day recognized by law — called also C Brit) bank holiday 
le-gal*is*tic /,li:g3'listik/ adj [more most ~] disapproving 
: too concerned with legal rules and details ■ He has a nar¬ 
row legalistic view of the controversy. ■ The two sides in the 
dispute have been engaging in legalistic wrangling. 
Ie*gal*ize also Brit le-gaMse /'li:g3|laiz/ verb -iz«es; -ized; 
-iz*ing [+ obj] : to make (something) legal ■ They wanted to 
legalize gambling in their city.: to allow (something) by law ■ 
The government has legalized the use of the new drug. 
-Opposite CRIMINALIZE 

- le*gaM*za*tion also Brit le*gal*i*sa«tion Aliigala^zeifan, 
Brit ^iga.lai'zeijan/ noun [noncount] • the legalization of a 
drug 

legal pad noun, pi ~ pads [count] : a pad of yellow paper 
with lines on it for writing 

legal tender noun [noncount] : money that the law allows 
people to use for paying debts ■ Soon after France adopted 
the euro, the French franc ceased to be legal tender. 

Ieg*ate /'legat/ noun, pi -ates [count] : an official represen¬ 
tative sent to a foreign country; especially : an ofAcial repre¬ 
sentative of the pope ■ a papal legate 
leg*a*tee Alega'ti:/ noun, pi -tees [count] law : someone 
who receives money or property from a person who has died 
le«ga-tion /li'geifan/ noun, pi -tlons [count] : a group of 
government officials sent to work in a foreign country; also 
: the building where such a group works 
le*ga*tO /li'gai.too/ adv, music : in a manner that is smooth 
and Aowing ■ singing/playing legato — compare staccato 

— legato adj ■ a legato musical passage 
leg*end /■lecfcand/ noun, pi -ends 

1 : a story from the past that is believed by many people but 
cannot be proved to be true [count] I don’t believe the leg¬ 
ends I’ve heard about this forest. ■ the legend of a lost conti¬ 
nent [noncount] According to legend, the city was destroyed 
by a great Aood in ancient times. = Legend has it that the 
city was destroyed by a great Aood in ancient times. — see 
also URBAN LEGEND 

2 [count] : a famous or important person who is known for 
doing something extremely well ■ He has become a baseball 
legend. ■ a guitar-playing legend • She is a legend in her own 
time. = She is a living legend. [=she has become a legend 
while still living] 

3 [count] a : a list that explains the symbols on a map b 
fotmal : the writing that appears on an object ■ The grave¬ 
stone bears the legend “Rest in Peace.” 

Ieg-end*ary /'lecfean.deri, Brit 'lecfeandri/ adj 

1 always used before a noun : told about in a legend ■ legend¬ 
ary tales ■ legendary creatures from the sea 

2 [more most ~] : very famous or well-known ■ He is the 
most legendary football player of his time. • legendary musi¬ 
cians 

leg*er*de*mairi AlEcfeada’mein/ noun [noncount] : skill in 
using your hands to perform magic tricks : sleight of 
hand — often used figuratively ■ financial legerdemain 
[-trickery] 

leg-ged /'legad/ adj : having legs of a specified type or num¬ 
ber — usually used in combination with another adjective ■ a 
iour-legged animal ■ a long -legged bird 
leg-gings /'lcgirjz/ noun [plural] 

1 : pants for women that are made of a material that stretch¬ 
es to At tightly around the legs — see color picture on page 
C13 

2 : coverings for the legs that are usually made of cloth or 
leather and worn over pants 

leg-gy /'legi/ adj leg-gi-er; -est 

1 : having long legs — used especially of a woman ■ a leggy 
actress 

2 of a plant: having very long stalks or stems ■ The bush has 
gotten leggy and needs to be pruned. 

legible /Mecfeabal/ adj [more most ~] : capable of being 
read : clear enough to be read ■ legible handwriting ■ The 
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document is not legible. — opposite ILLEGIBLE 

— Ieg*i*bil*i*ty /Jecfes'bibti/ noun [noncount] — leg*i*bly 
/'letfeabli/ adv • He doesn’t write legibly at all. 

1 le-gion /'liicfean/ noun, pi -glons [count] 

1 a : a large group of soldiers in ancient Rome ■ a Roman le¬ 
gion b : a large group of soldiers : ARMY — used especially 
in names ■ the French Foreign Legion 

2 : a national organization for former soldiers — used in 
names ■ the American Legion ■ the Royal British Legion 

3 : a very large number of people ■ She has a legion [smu/fl* 
tude] of admirers/fans. ■ Legions of people came to see him 
perform. 

2 legion adj, not used before a noun : very many or numerous ■ 
Her admirers/fans are legion. [=she has a very large number 
of admirers/fans] 

le-gion-ary /'li:(fe3,neri, Brit 'liicfeanari/ noun, pi -ar*ies 
[count] : a soldier who is a member of a legion 

— legionary adj, always used before a noun ■ legionary sol¬ 
diers ■ a Roman legionary camp 

le*gion*naire Ali.cfeaLeay noun, pi -naires [count] : a 
member of a legion (such as the French Foreign Legion, the 
Royal British Legion, or the American Legion) 
Legionnaires’ disease also Legionnaire’s disease 
noun [noncount] : a serious disease of the lungs that is caused 
by bacteria 

leg*is*late /'lecfea^leit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -lathing 

1 : to make laws [no obj] The state legislated against hunting 
certain animals. [=the state created laws making it illegal to 
hunt certain animals] [+ obf legislate a new law 

2 [+ obf]: to control, create, or cause (something) by making 
laws ■ They are attempting to legislate morality. ■ the need to 
better legislate foreign trade ■ trying to legislate changes in 
the current law 

leg*iS*la*tion /Jecfea^sleiJan/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a law or set of laws made by a government ■ They passed 
new state legislation this week. ■ Two new pieces of legisla¬ 
tion are being considered. ■ She introduced/proposed legisla¬ 
tion for protecting the environment. ■ More legislation is 
needed on this matter. • Certain animals are protected un¬ 
der/by state legislation. ■ The legislation was vetoed/repealed. 
■ anti-gun legislation 

2 : the action or process of making laws ■ One of the impor¬ 
tant functions of government is legislation. 

Ieg*is*la«tive /'lecfe3,sleitiv, Brit 'lEcfeasbtiv/ adj, always 
used before a noun 

1 : having the power to make laws ■ the state legislative 
body/assembly [=the group in a state government that 
makes laws] ■ the legislative branch of the government 

— compare executive, judicial 

2 : relating to the making of laws ■ She is interested in the 
legislative process. ■ legislative power 

— Ieg-ls-la-tlve-ly adv 

leg*is*la*tor / l led53,slei,tO0 i , 'lEcfc3,sleit3>/ noun, pi -tors 
[count] : a person who makes laws : a member of a legisla¬ 
ture ■ Write to your state legislator. ■ Legislators [-lawmakers] 
in both parties have supported the idea, 
leg-is-la-ture / , lEd53 1 sleitfa i / noun, pi -tures [count] : a 
group of people with the power to make or change laws ■ 
Our legislature passed a law requiring people to wear safety 
belts. ■ Each state has its own legislature. • state legislatures 
le*git /li'cfcit/ adj, informal : ‘legitimate ■ What she’s doing 
is perfectly legit. ■ Is this deal legit ? ■ All I want is a legit 
chance to succeed. 

1 le-git.i-mate /ii'^feitamat/ am 

1 a : allowed according to rules or laws ■ a legitimate [=legal, 
lawful] heir/govemment/business ■ legitimate means for 
achieving success ■ the legitimate use of firearms b : real, 
accepted, or official ■ It’s not clear that the letter is legitimate 
[=genuine]\ it may be a forgery. 

2 [more most ~] : fair or reasonable ■ We think her con- 
cem/excuse is legitimate. - We think she has a legitimate 
concem/excuse. * There’s no legitimate reason for prescrib¬ 
ing this medication to a child. ■ His claim is legitimate. 

3 : bom to a father and mother who are married • legitimate 
children — opposite illegitimate 

— Ie*git*i-ma*cy /h'cfeitsmssi/ noun [noncount] ■ Many 
question the legitimacy of the law. — le*glt*l*mate*ly adv 
■ We earned the money legitimately. [= legally ] ■ He can le¬ 
gitimately [rightfully] claim to be the best athlete in his 
class. 

2 le*glt*i*mate /limits,meit/ verb -mates; -mat*ed; -mat¬ 
ing [+ obf] US : to make (something or someone) legitimate: 


such as a : to make (something) real, accepted, or official ■ 
slang words legitimated by usage b : to show that (some¬ 
thing or someone) is fair or reasonable ■ Her tendency to be 
secretive only serves to legitimate their suspicions. 

Ie*git*i*ma*tize A’cfcitama^aiz/ verb -tiz*es; -tlzed; -tiz- 

ing [+ obj] chiefly US : Legitimate 

le*git*i*mize /li'cfeits^aiz/ also Brit le*git*i*mise verb 
-miz-es; -mized; -miz-lng [+ obf] : Legitimate 
leg*less /Megbs/ adj 

1 : having no legs ■ a legless lizard ■ broken, legless chairs 

2 Brit slang : extremely drunk ■ get legless on lager 
leg*rOOm /'lEg,ru:m/ noun [noncount] : space in which you 

can extend your legs when you are sitting ■ I need a car with 
more legroom. • airplane seats that offer little legroom 

— compare headroom 

leg*ume /'le,gju:m/ noun, pi -limes [count] : a type of plant 
(such as a pea or a bean plant) with seeds that grow in long 
cases (called pods); also : these seeds eaten as food ■ recipes 
that include legumes like lentils and chickpeas 

— le-gu-mi-nous /Ii'gjurmsnss/ adj ■ leguminous plants 
leg warmer noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a warm covering of 

usually soft cloth that you wear on your leg 
leg*work /Mcg.wak/ noun [noncount] : the active physical 
work that is involved in doing something ■ I wrote the article 
myself, but my assistant gathered the information and did 
most of the other legwork. 

lei /'lei/ noun, pi leis [count] : a necklace of flowers that is 
given to a visitor in Hawaii 
lei*sure /'li:33s Brit ■less/ noun [noncount] 

1 : time when you are not working : time when you can do 
whatever you want to do ■ In his leisure [-free time, spare 
time], he paints and sculpts. ■ I’d like to write more, but I 
simply don’t have the leisure (to do it). 

2 : enjoyable activities that you do when you are not work¬ 
ing ■ I don’t have much time for leisure. • She leads a life of 
leisure. [=she does not have to work] ■ a character described 
as a lady/man/gentleman of leisure [=a woman/man who 
does not work and who spends a lot of time doing things for 
pleasure] — often used before another noun ■ leisure activi¬ 
ties/pursuits ■ Now that she’s retired, she has more leisure 
time. ■ the leisure class [=people who do not have to work] 
at leisure or at your leisure 1 : in a way that is not hur¬ 
ried : in a slow and relaxed way ■ We were able to study the 
menu at leisure. 2 : when you have free time available ■ 
You can look over the contract at your leisure. 

Iei*sured /'Xv.^Ttd, Brit 'lE33d/ adj, always used before a noun 
[more mast ~] 

1 : not having to work : having leisure ■ the leisured class 

2 : not hurried ■ We set off at a leisured [=(more commonly) 
leisurely] pace. 

Iei*sure*ly /'li:334i, Brit 'lE33li/ adj [more most ~] : not 
hurried : slow and relaxed ■ They strolled along at a leisurely 
pace. ■ proceeding in a leisurely fashion ■ After a leisurely 
lunch, we went to see a movie. 

— leisurely adv • a restaurant where diners are allowed to 
eat leisurely 

leisure suit noun, pi ~ suits [count] : an informal suit that 
includes a jacket and matching pants 
leit*mO*tiv or lelt*mo*tif / , laitmou,ti:f/ noun, pi -tivs or 
-tits [count] : something (such as a short piece of music, an 
idea, or a phrase) that is repeated many times throughout an 
opera, book, story, etc. ■ Troubled relationships are the leit¬ 
motiv of this novel. 

Iem*ming /Uemig/ noun,pi -mings [count]: a small animal 
that lives in northern areas of North America, Europe, and 
Asia Lemmings sometimes form large groups that move 
together. According to legend, these groups sometimes 
march into the sea, where large numbers of the lemmings 
drown. Because of this, people are sometimes said to be act¬ 
ing like lemmings when they do something that is harmful or 
stupid because other people are doing it. 
lem*OD /Meman/ noun, pi -ons 

1 [count, noncount] : a yellow citrus fruit that has a sour 
taste ■ The recipe calls for the juice of two lemons. • Garnish 
it with a slice of lemon. — often used before another noun ■ 
lemon juice ■ lemon trees ■ a lemon grove — see color picture 
on page C5 

2 [noncount] : a bright yellow color — called also lemon yel¬ 
low ; see color picture on page C2 

3 [count] chiefly US, informal : a product that is not made 
well : a product that does not work the way it should ■ Our 
new car is a. lemon. 
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4 [count] Brit, informal : a stupid or silly person 

— lem-ony /'lemani/ adj [more most ~] • a lemony flavor 
■ a lemony color 

lem-on-ade / l lema , neid//j 0 wn, pi -ades [count, noncount] 

1 : a drink made usually of lemon juice, sugar, and water 

2 Brit : a sweet lemon-flavored drink that contains many 
bubbles : a lemon soda 

lemon curd noun [noncount] : a sweet, soft food made with 
lemon juice, butter, sugar, and eggs 
lemon law noun, pi laws [count] US : a law that gives a 
person who buys a car that has a defect the right to return 
the car or to have the seller pay to have it fixed 
lemon yellow noun [noncount ]: lemon 2 
le*mur FVcxoari noun, pi -murs [count] : an animal that is re¬ 
lated to monkeys and that lives in trees mostly in Madagas¬ 
car 

lend /'lend/ verb lends; lent /'lent/; lending 

1 a [+ obf] : to give (something) to (someone) to be used for 
a period of time and then returned ■ She often lends us 
books. = She often lends books to us. ■ Could you lend me 
your pen? [=could I borrow your pen?] ■ I lent our ladder to 
the neighbors, b : to give (money) to someone who agrees 
to pay it back in the future (+ obf] Can you lend me 50 
cents? [=can I borrow 50 cents from you?] ■ The bank 
wouldn’t lend us the money, [no obj] Many banks won’t 
lend to people with bad credit. 

2 [+ obj] : to make (something) available to (someone or 
something) ■ They offered to lend us their services. [=to pro¬ 
vide us with their services] ■ They are glad to lend their sup¬ 
port to worthy causes. ■ It’s surprising that he would lend his 
name to such a venture. [=that he would allow his name to 
be associated with such a venture] 

3 [+ obj] a : to add (something that is needed or wanted) to 
(something) ■ A bit of grated carrot lends some color to the 
dish. = A bit of grated carrot lends the dish some color. ■ A 
growing amount of evidence lends weight/credence/credibil¬ 
ity to their theory. [=makes their theory seem true or cor¬ 
rect] b : to provide (something that is needed or wanted) • 
She’s always there to lend a (helping) hand. [=she's always 
there to help] 

lend an ear see ‘ear 

lend itself to Something that lends itself to a purpose is 
good or suitable for that purpose. ■ Her voice lends itself 
well to (singing) opera. ■ The topics lend themselves to class¬ 
room discussion. 

— Iend*er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ banks and other lenders ■ 
borrowers and lenders — see also moneylender 

lending library noun, pi ~ -rles [count] : a library that 
lends books to people who can take them home and then re¬ 
turn them at a later time 
length /'leijO/ noun, pi lengths 

1 a : the distance from one end of something to the other 
end : a measurement of how long something is [noncount] 
‘‘What is its length ?” [=how long is it?] “It measures 10 inches 
in length .” [=it is 10 inches long] ■ We walked the entire length 
of the beach. [=we walked from one end of the beach to the 
other] • The length of the table is six feet, and its width is 
three feet, [count] These pins are available in one- and two- 
inch lengths. ■ The adult animals reach a maximum length of 
two meters. — see also focal length b [noncount] : the 
size or extent of a piece of writing ■ Your essay should be no 
more than 250 words in length. ■ five pages in length (=five 
pages long] ■ a book-length poem [=a very long poem; a poem 
that has the same number of pages as some books] c [non¬ 
count] : the quality or state of being long ■ Don’t be put off 
by the book s length. [=(less commonly) lengthiness] ■ I was 
amazed by the length of the ape’s arms. [=by how long the 
ape’s arms were] 

2 [noncount] ; the amount of time something lasts ■ They 
want to extend the length of the school year. [=to make the 
school year longer, to lengthen the school year] ■ the length 
of a movie ■ If you’re in town for any length of time [=for 
more than just a short time], be sure to see the museum. 

3 [count] : the length of something used as a unit of measure 
■ Our horse won the race by a length. [=by a distance equal to 
the length of one horse] ■ They were two car lengths behind 
us. ■ I managed to swim four lengths of the pool. [=to swim 
from one end of the pool to the other end four times] — see 
also at arm's length at ‘arm 

4 [count] : a piece of something that is long and thin or nar¬ 
row ■ a length of pipe/chain/yam 

5 [noncount] : a measure of how far down on your body 


something (such as your hair or a piece of clothing) reaches ■ 
the length of a skirt • a waist-length jacket [=a jacket that 
reaches only to your waist] ■ chin-length hair — see also 
FLOOR-LENGTH, KNEE-LENGTH, SHOULDER-LENGTH 
at length 1 : for a long time ■ We talked at length about the 
ceremony. ■ The speaker went on af considerable/great/ 
some length. • No one was questioned at any length about 
it. [=no one was questioned for a long period of lime] 2 
: in a full or complete way ■ The topic will be treated at 
length in the next chapter. • The book doesn’t discuss the 
topic at any length. [=the book only discusses the topic 
briefly] 3 literary : after a long time •At length [= finally, in 
the end, at last], we decided to return home. 
go to any length or go to any/extreme/great (etc.) 
lengths : to make a great or extreme effort to do some¬ 
thing ■ She'll go to any length to avoid doing work. = She’ll 
go to any lengths to avoid doing work. ■ He went to great 
lengths to learn the truth. 

the length and breadth of : through all parts of (a place) ■ 
I’ve been/traveled the length and breadth of the canyon, but 
I still haven’t found the caves I’m looking for. 

lengthen /MegOan/ verb -ens; -ened; -en-lng 

1 [no obj] : to become longer ■ The days lengthened with the 
approach of spring. 

2 [+ obj] : to make (something) longer ■ Proper care will 
lengthen the life of the engine. ■ lengthen a pair of trousers 

— Opposite SHORTEN 

length-ways /'lerjO.weiz/ adv, chiefly Brit: lengthwise 

— lengthways adj 

length-wise /'leg0,waiz/ adv : in the direction of the long 
side of something ■ Split the fruit lengthwise and discard the 
seeds. ■ a piece of paper folded lengthwise 

— lengthwise adj • a lengthwise cut 

lengthy /'leijOi/at# length-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : lasting for a long time ■ The process is both lengthy and 
costly. ■ We got involved in a lengthy [-long] discussion. ■ a 
series of lengthy delays ■ Lengthier trips require more plan¬ 
ning. 

2 : having many pages, items, etc. ■ a lengthy criminal record 
■ lengthy [=long] lists 

— length-My /'legOali/ adv • a lengthily titled book [=a book 
with a long title] ■ She complained loudly and lengthily [=at 
length] about the poor service. — length-i-ness /'lerjOi- 
nas/ noun [noncount] 

le-nient /'limjant/ adj [more —; most ~] : allowing a lot of 
freedom and not punishing bad behavior in a strong way 
: not harsh, severe, or strict ■ a teacher who is lenient with 
students who have misbehaved ■ a lenient teacher ■ a lenient 
sentence/punishment/policy ■ Many people felt that the pun¬ 
ishment was too lenient. 

— le-nien-cy /'limjansi/ also le-nience /'limjans/ noun 
[noncount] ■ the leniency of the punishment — le-nient-ly 
adv 

lens /'lenz/ noun, pi lens-es [count] 

1 : a clear curved piece of glass or plastic that is used in eye¬ 
glasses, cameras, telescopes, etc., to make things look clear¬ 
er, smaller, or bigger ■ glasses with thick lenses ■ a camera 
lens • Make sure the lens of the microscope is clean. — see 
picture at camera; see also contact lens, fish-eye 
LENS, OBJECTIVE LENS, TELEPHOTO LENS, ZOOM LENS 

2 : the clear part of the eye that focuses light to form clear 
images 

lent past tense and past participle of lend 

Lent /'lent/ noun [noncount] : a period of 40 days before Eas¬ 
ter during which many Christians do not eat certain foods or 
do certain pleasurable activities as a way of remembering the 
suffering of Jesus Christ 

— Lent-en /'lentij/ adj, always used before a noun ■ the Lent¬ 
en season 

len-til /Ment]/ noun, pi -tils [count] : a type of flat, round 
seed that is related to the pea and is eaten as a vegetable — 
often used before another noun ■ lentil soup 

Leo /*li:,ou/ noun, pi Leos 

1 [noncount] : the fifth sign of the zodiac that comes be¬ 
tween Cancer and Virgo and has a lion as its symbol — see 
picture at zodiac 

2 [count] : a person bom under the sign of Leo : a person 
bom between July 23rd and August 22nd ■ Are you a Leo or 
a Virgo? 

le-O-nine /'li^nain/ adj [more most ~] literary : of, re¬ 
lating to, or resembling a lion ■ a leonine mane of hair ■ leo¬ 
nine strength 
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leop*ard /Mepad/ noun, pi -ards [count] : a large brownish- 
yellow cat with black spots that lives in Asia and Africa 

— see picture at cat 

a leopard can’t change Its spots — used to say that peo¬ 
ple cannot change their basic personalities, habits, etc. 
leop*ard-ess /'lep^das/ noun, pi -ess*es [count] : a fe¬ 
male leopard 

le-0*tard /Mirja^aad/ noun, pi -tards [count] : a piece of 
clothing that fits tightly and covers the body except for the 
legs and sometimes the arms ■ Our aerobics instructor wore 
a bright red leotard. — often plural in U.S. English ■ She 
donned her leotards and headed off to ballet class. — see col¬ 
or picture on page C13 
lep-er /'lepa*/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who has leprosy 

2 : someone who is disliked and avoided by other people ■ 
After his arrest his former friends treated him like a (social) 
leper. 

lep-re-chaun / , lepra,ka:n/ noun, pi -chauns [count] : a 
creature in old Irish stories that looks like a very small man 
■$* According to legend, if you catch a leprechaun he will 
show you where treasure is hidden. 
lep-TO-Sy /'leprasi/ noun [noncount] medical: a serious dis¬ 
ease that causes painful rough areas on the skin and that 
badly damages nerves and flesh 

— leprous adj 

les-bi-an /Mezbijan/ noun, p/-ans [count] : a woman who is 
sexually attracted to other women : a female homosexual • 
lesbians and gay men 

— lesbian adj, always used before a noun ■ a lesbian relation¬ 
ship— les*bi*an-ism /'lezbijajnizam/ noun [noncount] 

le-sion /'li^an/ noun, pi -sions [count] medical: an injured 
or diseased spot or area on or in the body ■ skin lesions ■ a 
brain lesion 

1 less /'les/ adj, comparative form of 1 little : not so much 
: smaller in amount or number ■ We need less talk and more 
work! • She finished in less time than I did. • Less detail is 
sometimes better than more detail. ■ 8 times 2 is less than 6 
times 3. ■ We made it there in less than six hours. ■ The whole 
procedure takes less than five minutes. ■ The illness affects 
less than one percent of the population. 
no less — used to suggest that something is surprising or 
impressive ■ He insists on being driven to the airport, and 
in a limousine no lessl [=it is surprising that he insists on 
being driven in a limousine] ■ She was contacted by the 
president, no lessl ■ The plan was approved by no less (of) 
an authority than the president himself. 
no less than : at least — used to suggest that a number or 
amount is surprisingly large ■ No less than half the students 
failed the test. • She has had no less than [=no fewer than] a 
dozen job offers. 

usage The adjectives less and fewer have similar mean¬ 
ings but are used in slightly different ways. Fewer is used 
with nouns that can be counted. ■ classrooms with fewer 
students ■ They have fewer than three children. Less is 
usually used with nouns that cannot be counted. ■ He 
makes less money than she does. ■ The new model uses 
less power. But less is also more likely than fewer to be 
used with count nouns that refer to distances and 
amounts of money. • an investment of less than $2,000 ■ 
It’s less than 100 miles away. Less is also used in mathe¬ 
matical expressions and in certain phrases. ■ an angle of 
less than 180 degrees ■ Write it in 25 words or less. It is 
also used instead of fewer with other sorts of plural 
nouns, although many people still consider this use in¬ 
correct. ■ Less than 10 people showed up. = Fewer than 
10 people showed up. 

2 less adv, comparative form of 2 little : not so much : to a 
smaller extent or degree ■ This test seemed much less diffi¬ 
cult than the last one. ■ Which test is the less difficult of the 
two? ■ The test is no less difficult for being shorter. [=even 
though the test is shorter, it is not easier] ■ Do you have an¬ 
other one that’s less expensive? ■ a less likely possibility ■ She 
visits much/far less often than she used to. ■ They’re focusing 
more on quality and less on quantity. ■ I like this one (a little) 
less than the other. • Their band is less concerned with mak¬ 
ing music than with making money. ■ The cost is much/far 
less (of) a problem than we thought it would be. 

In less than no time informal : very soon ■ If we get started 
now, we’ll be finished in less than no time, 
less and less : in a way that is gradually smaller, weaker, or 


less common ■ The medicine becomes less and less [=de- 
creasingly] effective over time. ■ We see them less and less 
each year. = We see them less and less frequently/often 
each year. 

less than : not completely or not at all ■ She was less than 
happy with the results. [=she was not entirely happy or she 
was unhappy] ■ He was less than honest in his replies. [=he 
was not completely honest or he was very dishonest] 
more or less see 2 more 

much less or chiefly Brit still less — used after a negative 
statement to say that something is even less likely or possi¬ 
ble than the thing previously mentioned ■ I don’t eat eggs, 
much less meat. ■ He can’t run a mile, much less complete a 
marathon. 

3 1 eSS pronoun 

1 : a smaller number or amount ■ We’ve learned to make do 
with less. [=to survive with less money, fewer possessions, 
etc.] ■ He’s trying to save more and spend less. * I have less 
than you do. ■ I read much/far/even less of the second book 
than of the first. ■ I seem to save less each year. ■ We had ex¬ 
actly one day to get the job done—no more, no less. ■ Less is 
sometimes better than more. ■ Regarding his recent behav¬ 
ior, perhaps the less said, the better. (=his recent behavior 
has been so bad that it is better to not say anything about it] 

2 : something that is smaller or less important than another 
thing ■ You’re lucky you didn’t lose your job for swearing at 
your boss. People have been fired for less (than that). 
could/couldn’t care less see 2 care 

less and less : an amount that becomes gradually smaller ■ 
I seem to save less and less each year. ■ We see less and less 
of them each year. 
nothing less than see 2 nothing 
think less of see 1 think 

4 1 eSS prep : after taking away or subtracting (something) ■ the 
regular price less [=minus] a discount ■ We earned two hun¬ 
dred dollars, less travel expenses. 

-less /las/ adj suffix 

1 : not having something specified : without something ■ 
child/ess • friendfew * a cloudfew sky ■ my first painless day 
since leaving the hospital 

2 a : never doing or becoming something specified ■ tirefew 
workers [=workers who never become tiled] ■ ceaseless noise 
[=noise that never ceases] b : not able to be acted on in a 
specified way • a daunt/ess hero [=a hero who cannot be 
daunted] ■ count/ess years [=too many years to be counted] 

leS'See /le'si:/ noun, pi -sees [count] law : a person who has 
an agreement that allows the use of a car, house, etc., for a 
period of time in exchange for a payment: a person who has 
a lease on something — compare lessor 
less-en /'lcsp/ verb -ens; -ened; -en-ing : to become less 
or to cause (something) to become less [no obj] The pain 
will lessen [= decrease ] over time. [+ obj] Medication helps 
lessen the severity of the symptoms. ■ Taking a few simple 
precautions will lessen [=(more commonly) reduce] your risk 
. of injury. 

1 lessor /'lcsa*/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : of smaller size ■ The winner will receive $100; lesser 
amounts will be given to three runners-up. 

2 : of less strength, quality, or importance ■ A lesser man 
than he might have simply given up. ■ the artist's lesser works 
■ She agreed to plead guilty to a lesser charge. — often used 
in the phrase to a lesser degree/extent • Traffic congestion is 
a problem in the city and, to a lesser extent, the suburbs. [=it 
is also a problem in the suburbs, but not as much of a prob¬ 
lem as in the city] 

lesser evil or lesser of two evils see 2 evil 
2 lesser adv : 2 less ■ fewer-known writers 
les»SOn /Mesii/ noun, pi -sons [count] 

1 a : an activity that you do in order to learn something ■ 
You can’t go out to play until you’ve finished your lessons.-, 
also : something that is taught ■ They studied the lessons 
[teachings] of the great philosophers, b : a single class or 
part of a course of instruction ■ The book is divided into 12 
lessons. • Lesson 1; Introduction ■ She took/gave piano les¬ 
sons for years. 

2 : something learned through experience ■ political leaders 
who have failed to learn the lessons of history ■ I’ve learned 
my lesson —I’ll never do that again! ■ We learned our lesson 
the hard way. [=we learned from an unpleasant experience] ■ 
I’m glad they got caught. That will teach them a lesson ! 
[=they will learn that they should not do that again] ■ Let that 
be a lesson to you —if you don’t take better care of your 
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toys they’ll get broken! — see also object lesson 
3 : a part of the Bible read as part of a church service 
leS'SOr / l le,soa7 noun, pi -sors [count] law : a person or 
company that leases property (such as a car or house) to 
someone — compare lessee 
lest /Mest/ coty, formal + literary 

1 : for fear that — used to say that you do not want some¬ 
thing to happen ■ He was concerned lest anyone think that he 
was guilty. = ( chiefly Brit ) He was concerned lest [ =in case ] 
anyone should think he was guilty. [=he was concerned that 
people would think he was guilty; he did not want anyone to 
think he was guilty] 

2 — used when you are saying something in order to prevent 
something from happening ■ And lest you think I’m joking, 
let me assure you that everything I’ve said is true. ■ She’s a 
talented singer and, lest we forget, a fine musician as well. 
[=we should not forget that she is also a fine musician] 

1 let /'let/ verb lets; let; let-ting 

T [+ obj] : to allow or permit (someone or something) to do 
something ■ Let them go. ■ I’ll be happy to help you if you’ll 
let me (help you). ■ A break in the clouds let us see the sum¬ 
mit. [=made it possible for us to see the summit] • Don’t let 
this opportunity slip away! ■ Let me see the bruise. ■ I don’t 
believe in letting children do whatever they want to do. = I 
don't believe that people should let children do whatever 
they want to do. ■ My philosophy is “ Live and let live." [=live 
your life as you choose and let other people do the same] 

usage Let is followed by a verb that has the form of the in¬ 
finitive without to. ■ They let him speak. [=they allowed/ 
permitted him to speak] Let is never used as be let; use be 
allowed or be permitted instead. ■ They let him speak. [=he 
was allowed/permitted by them to speak] 

2 [+ obj] a — used in speech when you are making a polite 
offer to help someone ■ Let me help you with those packages. 
[=1 would be happy to help you with those packages] ■ Let 
me do that for you. b — used to introduce a polite state¬ 
ment or request ■ Let me begin by saying how happy I am to 
see you here today. [=1 want to begin by saying how happy I 
am to see you] ■ Please let me know [=tell me] what you de¬ 
cide. C formal — used to introduce a command ■ “The am¬ 
bassadors have arrived, your Majesty.” “ Let them not wait a 
moment longer: let them enter at once." ■ Let there be music 
and laughter! — sometimes used figuratively in a way that is 
not formal ■ Let it rain all day—I don’t care, d — used to 
express a warning ■ Just let her try to do it again! [=she will 
be in trouble if she tries to do it again] 

3 a Let’s and (more formally) let us are used to introduce 
statements that express a wish, request, suggestion, or com¬ 
mand. ■ Let’s [-let us] hope for the best. [=we should hope for 
the best] ■ Let’s imagine what the world would be like with 
no war. ■ Let's suppose that he’s right. What then? ■ Let’s get 
out of here! ■ Let us all remember [=we should all remember] 
just how much we have to be thankful for. ■ I’m not calling 
her a liar. Let’s just say that she tends to exaggerate the truth 
a little. ■ Let’s see what’s on the menu. = Let’s have a look at 
the menu. ■ “ Let’s go, shall we?” [=shall we go?] “Yes, let’s." ■ 
"Lets go.” “No, let’s not.” • Let’s not go. = (Brit) Don’t let’s go. 
= (US, informal) Let’s don’t go. b The phrase let’s go is 
used in speech to tell someone to go or work faster. ■ Are 
you still getting dressed? Let’s gol We need to leave in five 
minutes! c *$• The phrase let us pray is used to introduce a 
prayer. ■ Let us pray. Dear God, we thank you for this 
day ... d The phrases let’s face It and let’s be honest are 
used to say that something is true and cannot be denied. ■ 
Let’s face it: we need more time. ■ Let’s be honest , those two 
were never right for each other. 

4 a [+ obj] : to allow someone to use (something) in return 
for payment : rent ■ They have rooms to let. [=rooms that 
people can rent to live in] b [no obj] chiefly Brit : to be rent¬ 
ed or leased for a specified amount of money ■ The flat lets 
[=rents] for 350 pounds a month. 

5 always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj] : to allow 
(someone or something) to go, pass by, etc. ■ Let me out! ■ 
She locked the door and refused to let him in. ■ The guard re¬ 
fused to let us through the gate. ■ Let me through/past! [=let 
me move through a group of people, past a barrier, etc.] 

let alone 1 — used to refer to something that is even less 
likely or possible than the thing previously mentioned ■ I 
can barely understand it, let alone explain it. 2 let (some¬ 
one or something) alone : to not bother or touch (some¬ 
one or something) ■ Let [=(more commonly) leave] your 
sister alone. ■ All I ask is to be let alone. [=(more common¬ 


ly) left alone] ■ Would you please let it alone ? ■ I never did 
learn to let well enough alone. [=to leave well enough 
alone; to stop changing something that is already good 
enough] 

let bygones be bygones see bygones 

let down [phrasal verb] 1 let (someone) down a : to fail to 
give help or support to (someone who needs or expects it) 

: disappoint ■ I promised Mary that I'd help her, and I 
can’t let her down. ■ It’s my fault we lost the game. I let the 
team down. ■ He never lets down a friend in need. — some¬ 
times used figuratively ■ His judgment let him down. [=his 
judgment was poor, he made a bad decision] b : to make 
(someone) unhappy or displeased by not being as good as 
expected ■ The end of the story really let me down. = I felt 
let down by the end of the story. [=the end of the story was 
disappointing] — see also letdown 2 Tb let someone 
down easy/gently is to give someone unpleasant news in a 
gentle or kind way. ■ She tried to let him down gently when 
she told him he didn’t get the job. ■ I knew I had to fire her, 
but I was trying to think of a way to let her down easy. 3 
let (something) down or let down (something) a : to 
cause or allow (something) to move down gradually • let a 
bucket down into a well = let down a bucket into a well b 
: to make (a skirt, a pair of pants, etc.) longer ■ The pants 
were a little too short and needed to be let down a little. 

— see also let your hair down at HAIR 

let fly or let fly with see 'fly 

let go 1 or let (something or someone) go or let go of 
(something or someone) or let go (something or 
someone) : to stop holding or gripping something or 
someone ■ I tried to take the ball from him, but he 
wouldn’t let go. • She gabbed my hand and refused to let 
go. • He let the rope go. = He let go of the rope. = (less com¬ 
monly) He let go the rope. — often used figuratively ■ 
When a child grows up and moves away from home, it can 
be hard for parents to let go. [=to allow the child to live in¬ 
dependently; to not be too involved in the child’s decisions, 
actions, etc.] ■ I know she disappointed you, but you need 
to let the past go and move on with your life. [=you need to 
stop caring or thinking about the past] • You need to let go 
of the past. ■ She felt she had been treated wrongly, and she 
wasn’t willing to let it go. [=she wasn’t willing to forget how 
she had been treated] ■ You’re late. I’ll let it go this time, but 
it had better not happen again. ■ The car is probably worth 
a lot more, but she agreed to let it go for five thousand dol¬ 
lars. [=she agreed to sell the car for five thousand dollars] 

2 or let (yourself) go : to behave in a very free and open 
way ■ He really lets go when he’s out partying with his 
friends. ■ She has a hard time relaxing and letting herself go. 

3 let (someone) go a : to allow (someone who is being 
held as a slave, prisoner, etc.) to be free ■ They let the pris¬ 
oner go. = The prisoner was let go. b : to officially make 
(someone) leave a job ■ The company let him go at the end 
of the month. = He was let go at the end of the month. 4 
let (yourself) go : to fail to take care of (yourself) ■ I was 
very depressed back then and had really let myself go. [=1 
had stopped taking care of myself] 

let it all hang out informal : to show your true feelings : to 
behave in a very free and open way ■ When I’m with my 
friends, I let it all hang out. 
let loose see 'loose 

let me see or let’s see or let me think — used in speech by 
someone who is trying to remember something ■ Let me 
see, where did I put my keys? ■ Let’s see, how long did it 
take last time? ■ What was the name of that restaurant? Let 
me think. Oh, that’s right: “The High Street Cafe." 

let off [ phrasal verb] 1 let (someone) off or let off (someone) 
: to allow (someone) to get off a bus, an airplane, etc. ■ 
Could you let me off (the bus) at the next stop, please? ■ 
The bus stopped to let off a few passengers. 2 let (some¬ 
one) off: to allow (someone who has been caught doing 
something wrong or illegal) to go without being punished ■ 
The police officer let her off with just • warning. ■ They let 
him off easy/easily/lightly, if you ask me. [=1 do not think 
he was punished as severely as he could/should have been] 

— often used in the phrase let (someone) off the hook • If 
you ask me, they let him off the hook too easily. 3 let off 
(something) : to cause (something) to explode or to be re¬ 
leased in a forceful way ■ let off[=set off] a firecracker ■ let 
off pressure — see also let off (some) steam at 'steam 

let on [phrasal verb] 1 let (someone) on or let on (someone) 
: to allow (someone) to get on a bus, an airplane, etc. ■ 
They let passengers with small children on (the airplane) 
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first. ■ The bus stopped to let on a few more passengers. 2 
let on or let on (something) informal : to tell, admit, or 
show that you know something ■ He knows a lot more than 
he lets on. ■ Don’t let on that I told you! ■ She was unhappy, 
but she never let on. = She never let on to anyone that she 
was unhappy. [=she never showed or told anyone that she 
was unhappy] 3 US, informal : to pretend or seem ■ She’s 
not as happy as she lets on. 

let out [phrasal verb ] 1 let (something or someone) out or 
let out (something or someone) : to release (something or 
someone) ■ She let out a scream. [=she screamed] ■ They let 
the prisoner out (of prison) for the weekend. = The prison¬ 
er was let out for the weekend. ■ Let the clutch out slowly. 
— see also LETOUT 2 let (something) out or let out 
(something) : to make (a shirt, a pair of pants, etc.) larger ■ 
The skirt is too tight and needs to be let out a little. ■ let out 
a pair of pants — opposite take in at 'take 3 US, of a 
school : to end a semester, year, or session ■ School lets out 
in June. 
let rip see 'rip 

let sleeping dogs lie see 'dog 

let (someone) have it informal : to attack, punish, or criti¬ 
cize (someone) in a violent or angry way ■ When she found 
out what they’d been doing, she really let them have it. 
let (someone) in on (something) : to allow (someone) to 
know (a secret) ■ He said he’d let me in on a secret if I 
promised not to tell anyone else. 
let (someone) know see 'know 

let (someone or something) be : to not bother or touch 
(someone or something) ■ Please let [=leave] me be. 
let (something) be known see 'know 
let (something) slip or let slip (something) see 'slip 
let the cat out of the bag see cat 
let the grass grow under your feet see 'grass 
let up [phrasal verb ] 1 : to stop or become slower ■ Won’t 
this rain ever let up*l ■ There’s a lot of work still to be done. 
We can’t let up now. — see also LETUP 2 let up on (some¬ 
one) : to treat (someone) in a less harsh or demanding way 
■ The students might respond better if the teacher let up on 
[=eased up on] them a little. 3 let up on (something) : to 
apply less pressure to (something) ■ I let up on [=eased up 
on] the gas pedal. 

let (yourself) in for : to cause (yourself) to have or experi¬ 
ence (something bad or unpleasant) ■ She’s letting herself in 
for a lot of trouble/criticism. ■ When I agreed to help, I 
didn’t know what I was letting myself in for. [^getting myself 
into] 

2 let noun, pi lets [count] tennis : a serve that is not accepted or 
allowed officially and must be done again ■ The first serve 
was a let. 

without let or hindrance chicly Brit, law : without being in¬ 
terfered with ■ They have the right to vote without let or 
hindrance. [=without anyone making it difficult or impos¬ 
sible for them to vote] 

-let /Iat/ noun suffix : small one ■ book let [=a small book] ■ 
droplet • piglet 

let-down /'let,daun/ noun, pi -downs [count] : something 
that is not as good as it was expected to be ■ The news was a 
letdown. [=disappointment] — see also letdown at 'let 
le-thal /'li.-Oal/ adj [more —; most ~] : causing or able to 
cause death ■ lethal chemicals/weapons ■ a potentially lethal 
dose of a drug ■ He was sentenced to death by lethal injec¬ 
tion. ■ In rare instances, the disease can be lethal. [=(more 
commonly) fatal] — often used figuratively ■ a pitcher with a 
lethal fastball [=a very powerful or effective fastball] ■ a lethal 
[=very damaging] attack on her reputation synonyms see 
‘deadly 

- le-thaMy adv ■ lethally poisonous 

le-thar-gic /b'Oafrcfcik/ adj [more —; most ~] : feeling a 
lack of energy or a lack of interest in doing things • The pa¬ 
tient is weak and lethargic. — sometimes used figuratively ■ a 
sluggish and lethargic economy 

— Ieth-ar-gic-al*fy /la'Oa^cfcikli/ adv ■ moving lethargically 
leth-ar-gy /'leO^fei/ noun [noncount] : a lack of energy or a 

lack of interest in doing things : a lethargic feeling or state ■ 
Symptoms of the disease include loss of appetite and lethar¬ 
gy. ■ I snapped out of my lethargy and began cleaning the 
house. — sometimes used figuratively ■ The stock market's 
recent lethargy is cause for concern. 
let-OUt /'let,aut/ noun, pi -outs [count] Brit, informal : some¬ 
thing (such as an excuse or a part of a contract) that makes it 
possible to avoid doing something ■ Is there no letout I can 


use to get out of attending the meeting? — see also let out at 
'let 

let’s /'lets/ — used as a contraction of let us ■ Let's do our 
best. 

1 let-ter /'lcW noun, pi -ters 

1 [count] : any one of the marks that are symbols for speech 
sounds in written language and that form an alphabet ■ the 
letter “a” • “F” is the sixth letter of the English alphabet. ■ I 
wrote my name in capital letters. 

2 [count] : a written or printed message to someone ■ write/ 
send/mail a business/love letter to someone ■ letters to the ed¬ 
itor ■ They always answer the letters they get/receive from 
their fans. ■ He asked them for a letter of recommendation/ 
introduction. — see picture at mail; see also chain let¬ 
ter, COVER LETTER, DEAD LETrER, FORM LETTER, NEWS¬ 
LETTER, OPEN LETTER, POISON-PEN LETTER 

3 letters [plural] formal : literature ■ She’s well-known in 
the field of English letters. — see also man OF LETTERS 

4 [singular] : the exact meaning of something (such as a law) 
that is stated in writing ■ They seem to be more concerned 
with obeying the letter of the law [=with doing exactly what 
the law says] than with understanding the spirit of the law. 

5 [count] US : a large cloth letter that is the first letter of a 
school’s name, that is awarded to a student for playing on a 
sports team, and that can be sewn onto a sweater or jacket ■ 
He earned his letter in football. 

by letter : by sending and receiving letters ■ We communi¬ 
cated with each other by letter. ■ a relationship that began 
by letter 

to the letter: exactly or precisely ■ obey the law to the letter 
2 letter verb -ters; -tered; -ter-lng 

1 [+ obj] : to write or print letters on (something) : to mark 
(something) with letters — usually used as (be) lettered ■ a 
sign lettered in bright red ■ The sign was carefully lettered by 
hand. — often used in combination ■ a hand -lettered sign 

2 [no obj] US : to earn a school letter for playing on a sports 
team — usually + in ■ He lettered in football. 

letter bomb noun, pi ~ bombs [count] : a bomb that is 
mailed to someone in a letter or package and that explodes 
when the letter or package is opened — called also (Brit) par¬ 
cel bomb 

letter box noun, pi ~ boxes [count] Brit : mailbox 
letter carrier noun, pi ~ -ers [count] US : a person who de¬ 
livers mail 

let-ter-head /'leta'.hed/ noun, pi -heads [count] : the name 
and address of an organization (such as a company) that is 
printed at the top of a piece of paper used for writing official 
letters ■ We changed the design of our letterhead .; also [non¬ 
count] US : paper that has the name and address of an orga¬ 
nization printed at the top ■ They sent her a letter printed on 
company letterhead. 

let-ter-ing /'letani)/ noun [noncount] : letters written or 
printed on something ■ I couldn’t read the sign’s lettering. ■ a 
sign with gold lettering 

letter opener noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a device that has a 
sharp edge or part that is used to cut open envelopes — 
called also (Brit) paper knife 

let-ter—per-fect /'leta^'patfikt/ adj, US : correct in every de¬ 
tail ■ Her rendition of the song was letter-perfect. 
let-tuce /'letas/ noun, pi -tuces [count, noncount] : a plant 
that has large leaves that are eaten especially in salads ■ a 
head of lettuce • iceberg/romaine lettuce ■ I like a little lettuce 
and tomato on my sandwiches. 

let-up /'let,Ap/ noun : a time during which something stops 
or slows down [noncount] It rained three days without letup. 
[=it rained continuously for three days] ■ We worked without 
letup. [=we worked continuously] [singular] There’s been a 
letup [=break] in the fighting. — see also let up at 'let 
leu-ke-mla or chiefly Brit leu-kae-mia /lu'ki.mijg/ noun 
[noncount] medical : a very serious disease in which the body 
forms too many white blood cells 

— leu-ke-mic or chiefly Brit leu-kae-mic /lu'ki:mik/ adj • 
leukemic cells/patients 

lev-ee /*levi/ noun, pi -ees [count] US : a long wall of soil 
built along a river to prevent flooding 
1 lev-el /'levgl/ noun, pi -els 

1 a ; a specific height [noncount] The pictures were hung 
on the wall at eye level. ■ at street/ground level [count] The 
pictures were hung at different levels. — see also GROUND- 
LEVEL, SEA level b [count] : a part of a building that is at 
a specific height ■ We were seated in the upper level [-floor] 
of the restaurant. — see also split-level 
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2 [count] : an amount of something ■ There was a high level 
of alcohol/lead in his blood. • a normal level of intelligence ■ 
Prices have risen to a new level. • He has shown a remarkable 
level of patience. [=he has been very patient] • They have 
demonstrated a high level of interest [=they have been very 
interested] in this proposal. ■ They checked the reservoir’s 
water level. [=the amount of water in the reservoir] 

3 [count] : a position or rank in a scale : a position that is 
high or low when compared to others • She rose to the level 
of manager. ■ She has reached a rare level of financial suc¬ 
cess. • These problems affect people at all levels of society. ■ 
Can this problem be dealt with at/on a national level or must 
it be addressed at/on an international leveU — see also 
ENTRY-LEVEL, HIGH-LEVEL, LOW-LEVEL 

4 [count] : a way of thinking about, talking about, or dealing 
with something • The argument appeals to me on a purely in¬ 
tellectual level but fails to reach me on a deeper emotional 
level. • I’m attracted to the job on many levels. • He studied 
the changes in the chemical at the molecular level. [=he stud¬ 
ied the changes in the molecules of the chemical] • She has 
enjoyed great success in her professional life, but, on a 
(more) personal level, this has been a very stressful time. 
[=this has been a very stressful time in her personal life] 

5 [count] : a device used to see when something is exactly 
flat — called also spirit level ; see picture at carpentry 
descend/sink/stoop to someone's level : to behave as 

badly as someone who has treated you wrongly • Despite 
my opponent’s personal attacks against me, I refuse to 
stoop to his level. [=1 refuse to behave as badly as he has by 
attacking him personally] 

on the level informal : not false or dishonest ■ Is this guy on 
the level ? [=is this guy honest?] 

2 level adj 

1 : having a flat or even surface ■ We pitched the tent on level 
ground. • a level floor/road ■ The recipe calls for a level tea¬ 
spoon/tablespoon of sugar. [=an amount of sugar that fills a 
teaspoon/tablespoon exactly without going above its edges] 

2 : not going up or down • an airplane in level flight • Interest 
rates have remained level. 

3 a : having the same height as something else — usually + 
with ■ The water was level with my waist. ■ The window is level 
with the tops of the trees, b : not in front of or behind 
something or someone else • The boards are level. — often + 
with ■ They drew level with the rest of the runners. • Make 
sure that the ends of the boards are level with each other. 

4 chiefly Brit : having the same position, score, or rank 
: EVEN • The teams are level (with each other) in the stand¬ 
ings. ■ They trailed early in the game, but they drew level 
[=they tied the score] in the second half. — compare level¬ 
pegging 

5 : steady and calm • She spoke in a level voice. ■ It’s impor¬ 
tant to keep a level head [=to remain calm] when you’re 
dealing with a dangerous situation like this one. 

your level best: your best effort at doing something • He 
tried his level best to win the race. [=he tried as hard as he 
could to win the race] • She did her level best to please her 
mother. [=she tried very hard to please her mother] 

3 level verb -els; US -eled or chiefly Brit -elled; US -el-ing or 
chiefly Brit -eMIng [+ obj] 

1 : to make (something) flat or level • They will level the 
field. ■ We need to level the garden before we plant anything. 

2 : to knock (someone or something) down to the ground • 
The earthquake leveled the city. ■ He leveled his opponent 
with a right hook. 

3 a : to point (a weapon) at someone • The robber leveled a 
gun at his head, b : to direct (something, such as criticism) 
at or against someone • They leveled a fraud charge against 
him. [=they charged him with fraud] • Several complaints 
have been leveled at the store. ■ Criticism has been leveled 
against the government for not responding to this crisis. 

4 chiefly Brit : to make (a score) equal : tie ■ He scored a 
goal that leveled the score at 3-3. 

level off [phrasal verb] 1 : to stop going up or down • The 
plane leveled off at 30,000 feet. • The road levels off just be¬ 
fore the river. • Business at the restaurant is leveling off. 2 
level (something) off or level off (something) : to make 
(something) flat or even • They used a bulldozer level off 
the field. 

level out [phrasal verb] : to stop going up or down ■ Divorce 
rates are leveling out for the first time in decades. • My 
moods have leveled out. 

level the playing field: to make a situation fair for every¬ 
one ■ He wants the government to level the playing field by 


breaking up large corporations so that smaller companies 
can compete. — see also level playing field 
level with [phrasal verb] level with (someone) informal : to 
speak honestly to (someone) ■ He never leveled with his 
parents about the accident. ■ Level with me. Why did you 
do it? 

level crossing noun, pi ~ -ings [count] Brit : railroad 
crossing 

lev-el-er (US) or chiefly Brit lev-el-ler /'levala 1 / noun, pi 
-ers [count] : something that treats or affects all people the 
same way ■ Death is the great leveler. [=death is the same for 
all people no matter how rich or powerful they may be] 
lev-el-head-ed /Jeval'hedad I adj [more most —] : hav¬ 

ing or showing an ability to think clearly and to make good 
decisions ■ She is levelheaded about her chances for success 
as an actress. • a levelheaded assessment of the problem 

— lev-el-head-ed-ness noun [noncount] 

lev-el—peg-ging /Jeval'pegig/ adj, Brit : even with one an¬ 
other in a contest or competition • The candidates are level- 
peeing in all the opinion polls. 

level playing field noun [singular] : a state in which con¬ 
ditions in a competition or situation are fair for everyone • 
He wants the government to break up large corporations so 
that there is a level playing field for smaller companies. — see 
also level the playing field at 3 LEVEL 

1 le-ver /'leva 1 , Hi: vs/ noun, pi -vers [count] 

1 : a strong bar that is used to lift and move something 
heavy 

2 : a bar or rod that is used to operate or adjust something 
on a machine, vehicle, device, etc. ■ Pull the brake lever. 

3 : something used to achieve a desired result • They used 
their money as a lever to gain political power. 

2 lever verb -vers; -vered; -ver-ing [+ obj] : to lift or move 
(something) with a lever ■ He levered the rock out of the 
hole. — often used figuratively ■ They tried unsuccessfully to 
lever him out of his job. [=to force him out of his job] • She le¬ 
vered her way into a position of political power, 
le-ver-age /'levancfe, Miivaricfe/ noun [noncount] 

1 : influence or power used to achieve a desired result • The 
union’s size gave it leverage in the labor contract negotia¬ 
tions. ■ The player’s popularity has given him a great deal of 
leverage with the owners of the team. 

2 : the increase in force gained by using a lever • I used the 
leverage of the bar and a wooden block to pry the rock out of 
the hole. 

leverage verb -ag-es; -aged; -ag-ing [+ obj] chiefly US : to 
use (something valuable) to achieve a desired result • The 
company wants to leverage its brands more effectively, 
leveraged buyout noun, pi ~ -outs [count] chiefly US : a 
business arrangement in which someone buys a company by 
borrowing money based on the value of the company that is 
being bought 

le-vi-a-than /li'vajaOan/ noun, pi -thans [count] literary 
: something that is very large and powerful : giant ■ The 
factory is a towering leviathan in the middle of the town. ■ a 
leviathan corporation 

Le-vi’S /'li:,vaiz/ trademark — used especially for blue jeans 
lev-i-tate /'lev3,teit/ verb -tates; -tat-ed; -tat-ing : to rise 
or make (something) rise into the air in a way that appears to 
be magical [no obj ] The woman levitated above the stage. [+ 
obj] The magician claimed he could levitate a car. 

— lev-i-ta-tion Aleva'teijan/ noun [noncount] 
lev-i-ty /'levati/ noun [noncount] somewhat formal 

1 : a lack of seriousness • She would not tolerate any levity 
[-frivolity] in the classroom. 

2 : an amusing quality ■ They managed to find some levity in 
the situation. 

1 levy /'levi/ noun, pi lev-ies [count] : an amount of money 
that must be paid and that is collected by a government or 
other authority • The government imposed a levy [=tax] on 
gasoline. 

2 levy verb levies; lev-ied; levy-ing [+ obj] : to use legal au¬ 
thority to demand and collect (a fine, a tax, etc.) • They lev¬ 
ied a tax on imports. ■ The government will levy a fine on the 
company. 

lewd /'lu:d/ adj [more most ~] : sexual in an offensive or 
rude way ■ He made lewd remarks/comments to the woman 
at the bar. ■ lewd behavior ■ lewd and lascivious acts 

— lewd-ly adv — lewd-ness noun [noncount] • He was ar¬ 
rested for public lewdness. 

lex-i-cal /'leksikal/ cufi [more most ~] linguistics : relating 
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to words or vocabulary ■ the lexical content of [=the words 
used in] a statement 

lex-i-con /'leksa.kcLn, Brit 'leksakan/ noun, pi -cons 
[count] 

1 : the words used in a language or by a person or group of 
people ■ a computer term that has entered the general lexi¬ 
con 

2 somewhat formal : dictionary ■ a Latin lexicon 
lg. abbr large 

LH abbr left hand 

li*a*bil*i-ty Alaja'bilati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [ noncount ]: the state of being legally responsible for some¬ 
thing : the state of being liable for something • The company 
is trying to limit its liability in this case. • criminal liability 
[=the state of being responsible for a crime] ■ The judge 
cleared me of any/all liability for the accident. [=the judge 
said that I was not responsible for the accident] 

2 [count] : something (such as the payment of money) for 
which a person or business is legally responsible • a tax liabil¬ 
ity [=taxes that will have to be paid] — usually plural ■ busi¬ 
ness assets and liabilities [=debts] 

3 [count] : someone or something that causes problems ■ His 
small size was a liability (to him) as a football player. ■ This 
scandal has made the vice president a liability (for this ad¬ 
ministration). 

Il-a-ble /'lajabal/ adj 

1 : legally responsible for something ■ If someone gets hurt 
on your property, you could be liable. 9 The amusement 
park was held liable in the boy’s death. [=a court of law ruled 
that the amusement park was responsible for the boy’s 
death] — usually + for • He is liable for his wife’s debts. [=he 
is responsible for paying his wife’s debts] ■ They are liable for 
any damage. [=they will be required to pay for any damage] 

2 [more most ~] : likely to be affected or harmed by 
something — + to 9 Her condition makes her liable to illness. 
■ liable to injury 

3 [more most ~] : likely to do something — + to 9 You're 
liable to fail if you’re not more careful. ■ It’s liable to rain be¬ 
fore we’re done. ■ That guy’s liable to say anything. [=he 
might say anything] 

ll-aise /li'eiz/ verb -als-es; -alsed; -ais-lng [no obj] chiefly 
Brit : to make it possible for two organizations or groups to 
work together and provide information to each other: to act 
as a liaison — usually + with or between 9 Administrators 
need to liaise with employees at the factory, and the person¬ 
nel department needs to liaise between the administrators 
and the employees. 

li-al-son /'li^zcm, li'ei,za:n/ noun, pi -sons 

1 a [count] : a person who helps organizations or groups to 
work together and provide information to each other ■ She 
acts as a liaison between the police department and city 
schools, b : a relationship that allows different organiza¬ 
tions or groups to work together and provide information to 
each other [noncount] Administrators need to maintain bet¬ 
ter/closer liaison with employees, [singular] Administrators 
need to establish a close liaison with employees. 

2 [count] : a secret sexual relationship : affair ■ He regret¬ 
ted his liaison with a woman from the office. ■ sexual liaisons 

li-ar /'laja 1 / noun, pi -ars [count] : a person who tells lies • She 
called him a dirty liar. 

lib /'lib/ noun [noncount] informal : liberation ■ women’s 
lib 

— lib-ber /Hiba/ noun, pi -bers [count] ■ a women’s libber 
[=a person who supports women’s liberation] 
li-ba-tion /lai'beijsn/ noun, pi -tions [count] 

1 formal : a liquid that is poured out to honor a god ■ They 
offered libations at the temple. 

2 humorous : an alcoholic drink ■ We met for a libation after 
work. 

Lib Dem Alib'dem/ noun, pi ~ Dems [count] Brit, informal 
: liberal democrat ■ Charles Kennedy MP (Lib Dem ) 
1 li*bel /'laibal/ noun, pi -bels : the act of publishing a false 
statement that causes people to have a bad opinion of some¬ 
one [ noncount ] He sued the newspaper for libel. 9 The news¬ 
paper was found guilty of libel, [count] The newspaper’s at¬ 
torneys argued that the article was not a libel. — compare 

SLANDER 

2 libel verb -bels; US -beled or chiefly Brit -belled; US -bel- 

ing or chiefly Brit -beMIng [+ obj] : to write and publish a 
false statement that causes people to have a bad opinion of 
(someone) ■ The jury found that the article libeled him. 
li"bel>OUS (US) or chiefly Brit IkbeMous /'laibalss/ adj 


: containing an untrue written statement that causes people 
to have a bad opinion of someone ■ a libelous magazine arti¬ 
cle 

1 lib»er«al /'libaral. 'libral/ adj 

1 a [more most ~] : believing that government should be 
active in supporting social and political change : relating to 
or supporting political liberalism ■ a leading liberal thinker ■ 
liberal politicians/policies ■ She is a liberal Democrat who 
married a conservative Republican. — compare Conser¬ 
vative b Liberal Brit : of or belonging to the liberal polit¬ 
ical party in countries like Canada and the United Kingdom 
■ Liberal voters/policies 

2 [more most ~]: not opposed to new ideas or ways of be¬ 
having that are not traditional or widely accepted ■ She has a 
liberal attitude toward sex. — compare 'conservative 

3 [more mast ~] a : generous to others giving time, 
money, etc., freely to other people — often + with • She has 
always been liberal with her donations, b : very large in 
amount ■ He made a very liberal donation to the museum. ■ a 
cook who uses a liberal quantity of spices [=who uses a large 
amount of spices] 

4 [more most ~] : not strict or exact • a fairly liberal 
[=loose] interpretation of the law 

5 somewhat formal : involving or relating to studies that are 
intended to give you general knowledge rather than to devel¬ 
op specific skills : relating to the liberal arts ■ He received a 
liberal education. 

— Ilb-er*al-ly /Mibaroli, 'librali/ adv • The book is liberally 
sprinkled with humor. • She gave liberally to the charity. 

liberal noun, pi- a Is [count] 

1 : a person who believes that government should be active 
in supporting social and political change : a person who is 
politically liberal ■ a policy that is supported both by liberals 
and conservatives in Congress — compare 2 conservative 

2 Liberal Brit : a member or supporter of a liberal political 
party in countries like the United Kingdom and Canada 

liberal arts noun [plural] : areas of study (such as history, 
language, and literature) that are intended to give you gener¬ 
al knowledge rather than to develop specific skills needed 
for a profession ■ the sciences and the liberal arts ■ She grad¬ 
uated from a liberal arts college in the Midwest. 

Liberal Democrat noun, pi ~ -crats [count] : a member 
or supporter of a British political party that is known as the 
Liberal Democrats 

lib-er*al"lsm /'libarajizam, Mibre,lizam/ noun [noncount] 
formal : belief in the value of social and political change in 
order to achieve progress ■ political liberalism — compare 

CONSERVATISM 

lib-er«al-i"ty Aliba'rselati/ noun [noncount] formal : a liberal 
quality or attitude: such as a : the quality of not being op¬ 
posed to ideas or ways of behaving that are not traditional or 
widely accepted ■ They were shocked by the liberality of her 
views on sex. b : the quality of being generous : generos¬ 
ity ■ He treated his friends with remarkable liberality. 
lib-er-al-ize also Brit llb-er*al*ise /'libr3,laiz/ verb -iz*es; 
-ized; -iz-ing 

1 [+ obi] : to make (something) less strict or more liberal ■ 
The country began to liberalize its immigration policies. [=to 
make them less strict] 

2 [no obf] : to become less strict or more liberal ■ The coun¬ 
try’s immigration policies have begun to liberalize. 

— lib-er-al-i-za-tion also Brit llb«er-aM«sa-tion 
/.librala'zeijan, Brit jlibrajai'zei/an/ noun [noncount] 

lib-er-ate /'liba.reit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to free (someone or something) from being controlled by 
another person, group, etc. ■ Rebels fought to liberate the 
country. ■ Soldiers liberated the hostages from their captors. 

2 : to give freedom or more freedom to (someone) ■ Laptop 
computers could liberate workers from their desks. 

3 humorous : to take or steal (something) ■ He was using ma¬ 
terials that he had liberated from a construction site. 

— lib-er-a-tor /'liba.reita*/ noun, pi -tors [count] 9 a liberator 
of slaves 

liberated adj [more most ~] : freed from or opposed to 
traditional social and sexual attitudes or ways of behaving ■ a 
liberated woman ■ a liberated marriage 
liberating adj [more most ~] : making you feel free ■ He 
found that changing jobs was very liberating. 9 a liberating 
discovery 

lib*er*a*tion Aliba'rei/an t noun [noncount] 

1 : the act or process of freeing someone or something from 
another’s control : the act of liberating someone or some- 
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thing ■ their liberation from slavery ■ The liberation of the 
city took weeks. 

2 : the removal of traditional social or sexual rules, atti¬ 
tudes, etc. ■ women’s liberation ■ sexual liberation 
lib-er-tar-i-an /,lib9 p terijan/ noun, pi -ans [count] : a per¬ 
son who believes that people should be allowed to do and say 
what they want without any interference from the govern¬ 
ment 

— libertarian adj • libertarian theories — lib*er-tar-i-an- 
ism /iliba-'ter^mzam/ noun [noncount] 

lib*er*tine /Miba^tirn /noun, pi -tines [count] literary : a per¬ 
son (especially a man) who leads an immoral life and is 
mainly interested in sexual pleasure ■ libertines of the royal 
court 

— libertine adj [more most ~] ■ libertine behavior 
lib«er»tv /'\\b?ri\/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : the state or condition of people who are able 
to act and speak freely : freedom ■ a nation that values lib¬ 
erty and democracy ■ soldiers willing to die in defense of lib¬ 
erty 

2 [noncount]: the power to do or choose what you want to • 
They gave him the liberty to handle the problem himself. 

3 [count] : a political right ■ hard-won liberties such as free¬ 
dom of the press ■ personal liberties 

at liberty formal 1 : able to act or speak freely — followed 
by to + verb • You are at liberty to go or stay. • I am not at 
liberty to say if the rumor is true. 2 : no longer held or 
kept as a prisoner ■ a former prisoner who is now at liberty 
take liberties 1 disapproving : to make important changes 
to something — usually + with ■ I think the movie takes too 
many liberties with the original story. 2 old-fashioned : to 
be informal and friendly toward someone in a way that is 
not proper — usually + with • He was accused of taking lib¬ 
erties with several young women. 
take the liberty of A If you take the liberty of doing some¬ 
thing, you do something without asking for permission to 
do it. ■ I took the liberty of making a reservation for us. • I 
took the liberty of telling them you weren't interested. 
li*bid*i*nOUS /la'bidanas/ adj [more most —] formal 
: feeling or relating to strong sexual desires ■ libidinous urges 
N*bi*dO /la'bi.dou/ noun, pi -dos technical : a person’s de¬ 
sire to have sex [count] They have healthy libidos, [non¬ 
count] Lack of libido may be a sign of depression. 

Li*bra /'li:bro/ noun 

1 [noncount] : the seventh sign of the zodiac that comes be¬ 
tween Virgo and Scorpio and has a pair of scales as its sym¬ 
bol — see picture at zodiac 

2 [count] : a person bom under the sign of Libra : a person 
bom between September 22nd and October 23rd ■ I’m a Li¬ 
bra. 

M*brar*i*an /lai'brerijan/ noun, pi -ans [count] : a person 
who works in a library 

library /■lai,breri, Brit 'laibrori/ noun, pi -brar-ies [count] 
"T V a place where books, magazines, and other materials 
(such as videos and musical recordings) are available for 
people to use or borrow ■ I borrowed the book from the 
school library. • a public library ■ a library book/card — see 
also LENDING LIBRARY, REFERENCE LIBRARY 

2 : a room in a person’s house where books are kept 

3 : a collection of similar things (such as books or record¬ 
ings) ■ He has an impressive library of jazz records. ■ a library 
of computer programs 

M*bret*tist /la'bretist/ noun, pi -tists [count] : a person who 
writes a libretto 

ii*bret*tO /la'bretou/ noun, pi -tos or -ti /-ti/ [count]formal 
: the words of an opera or musical 
I ice plural of 1 louse 1 

1 license (US) or chiefly Brit li-cence /'laisps/ noun, pi 

-cens-es 

1 [count] : an official document, card, etc., that gives you 
permission to do, use, or have something ■ The restaurant’s 
owner applied for a license to sell liquor. ■ a liquor license • a 
fishing license — often used to refer specifically to a driver’s 
license ■ I have to renew my license. • She was arrested for 
driving without a license. • He lost his license after he was ar¬ 
rested for drunk driving. ■ He had to show his license to 
prove his age. — see also driver’s license, marriage li¬ 
cense 

2 : freedom to act however you want to — followed by to + 
verb [noncount] His job as a reporter gives him license to go 
anywhere and ask anything, [singular] She regards her ill¬ 
ness as a license to treat other people badly. [=she thinks that 


because she is ill she can treat other people badly] 

3 [noncount]: the freedom of an artist, writer, etc., to change 
the way something is described or shown in order to produce 
a work of art ■ artistic/poetic/creative license 

4 [count] : a document or agreement that allows a certain 
number of people to use a computer program • We have a li¬ 
cense for 10 users. 

a license to print money sometimes disapproving: a way of 
making a large amount of money very easily ■ He says that 
if the new law is passed it will give these companies a li¬ 
cense to print money. 

under license : in a business arrangement where one com¬ 
pany gives official permission to another company to do or 
make something ■ The company makes computer chips 
under license from the original manufacturer. 

2 license also Brit licence verb -censes; -censed; -cens¬ 
ing [+ obj] 

1 : to give official permission to (someone or something) to 
do or use something : to give a license to (someone or some¬ 
thing) ■ The restaurant has now been licensed to sell liquor. 

2 : to give official permission for (something) ■ a new drug li¬ 
censed by the government ■ The gun was not licensed to him. 
[=he did not have formal permission to own the gun] 

3 : to allow the use of (a name, property, etc.) through a for¬ 
mal agreement ■ The company licensed its name to others. 

licensed adj 

1 : having official permission to have or do something : hav¬ 
ing a license ■ a licensed physician/teacher ■ a licensed driver/ 
pilot 

2 chiefly Brit : having official permission to sell liquor ■ a li¬ 
censed hotel ■ licensed premises [=a place that has a license to 
sell liquor] 

licensed practical nurse noun, pi ~ nurses [count]: a 
nurse who has completed a basic level of training and is li¬ 
censed to provide routine care to sick people — abbr. LPN\ 
compare registered nurse 

M*cens*ee /Jaisp'si:/ noun, pi -ees [count] business : a per¬ 
son or company that has a license to have, make, do, or use 
something 

license number noun, pi ~ -bers [count] US : the num¬ 
bers and letters on a vehicle’s license plate — called also 
(Brit) registration number 

license plate noun, pi ~ plates [count] US : a metal plate 
on a vehicle that shows a series of numbers and letters that 
are used to identify the vehicle — called also (chiefly Brit ) 
number plate', see picture at car 
licensing law noun, pi ~ laws [count] Brit : a law that 
controls where and when alcoholic drinks may be sold — 
usually plural 

M*Cen*tiOUS /lai'scnfas/ adj [more most —]formal: sexu¬ 
ally immoral or offensive ■ licentious behavior 
— li*cen*tious*ness noun [noncount] 
lichee variant spelling of lychee 

li-chen /'laikan/ noun [noncount] : a type of small plant that 
grows on rocks and wails 
1 lick /'lik/ verb licks; licked; lick-ing 

1 : to pass the tongue over (a surface, an object, etc.) [+ obj] 
He licked the stamp before putting it on the envelope. ■ The 
dog licked my cheek. = The dog licked me on the cheek, [no 
obj] The dog licked at the plate. 

2 [+ obj] : to take (something) into your mouth with your 
tongue ■ She licked the sauce off her finger. ■ The cat licked 
the milk off/from her paws. 

3 : to lightly touch or go over (a surface) (+ obj] Flames 
were already licking the ceiling, [no obj] Flames were al¬ 
ready licking at/against the ceiling. 

4 [+ obj] informal a : to defeat (someone) in a fight or con¬ 
test • He’s pretty big, but I think I can lick him. b : to solve 
(a problem) ■ Engineers think they have licked the problem 
with the rocket engine. 

lick someone’s boots informal + disapproving : to treat 
someone powerful with too much respect in order to get 
approval • He’s just the assistant to the manager, there’s no 
need to lick his boots. 

lick your lips 1 : to pass your tongue over your lips ■ She 
licked her lips while she waited for the food to be served. 
2 or US lick your chops : to feel or show excitement be¬ 
cause something good is expected to happen ■ The players 
knew they would win and were licking their chops as they 
waited for the game to start. 

lick your wounds : to recover from defeat or disappoint- 
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ment ■ He went home to lick his wounds after losing the 
election. 

2 lick noun, pi licks [count] 

1 : the act of passing your tongue over something : the act 
of licking something ■ He gave the bowl a lick. [=he licked 
the bowl] ■ Could I have a lick of your ice cream? 

2 informal : a small amount : bit ■ It just needs a lick of 
paint. — often used in negative statements in U.S. English ■ 
She couldn’t swim a lick. [=she couldn’t swim at all] ■ He 
hasn’t done a lick of work. [=he hasn’t done any work] ■ She 
thinks he isn’t worth a lick. [=she thinks he is worthless] 

3 informal: a hard hit ■ a football player who has taken a lot 
of licks [=who has been hit hard many times] — often used 
figuratively in U.S. English ■ He said some pretty harsh 
things to her, but she got in a few licks herself. [=she also said 
some harsh things to him] ■ The movie has taken its licks 
from the critics. [=has been harshly reviewed by the critics] 

4 informal : a very short part of a piece of music ■ guitar licks 
a lick and a promise 1 US : a quick and careless attempt 

to do something ■ They gave the budget problems a lick 
and a promise and then moved on to the next issue. 2 Brit 
: the act of washing something quickly or carelessly ■ He 
gave the car a lick and a promise. 

Iick«e«ty-Split /,lik3ti'split/ adv, US, informal + old- 
fashioned : very quickly ■ He ran out the door lickety-split. 

lick'ing /‘likirj/ noun [singular] informal 

1 : a severe beating ■ His father threatened to give him a lick¬ 
ing if he didn’t stop misbehaving. 

2 : a severe defeat ■ The team got/took a good licking [=was 
badly defeated] in the first game of the season. — often used 
figuratively ■ Many investors took a licking [=lost a lot of 
money] in the stock market last year. 

lic»0*rice or chiefly Brit li-quor-ice /'likanJV noun [non¬ 
count] : a candy made from the dried root of a European 
plant 

lid /'lid/ noun, pi lids [count] 

T : a cover on a box, can, jar, etc., that can be lifted or re¬ 
moved — see picture at kitchen 
2 : EYELID 

blow the lid off (< chiefly US) or chiefly Brit lift the lid on : to 
reveal the truth about (something) ■ The investigation blew 
the lid off corruption in city hall. 
flip your lid see ’flip 

keep a lid on 1 : to keep (something secret) from being 
known ■ She tried to keep a lid on the news. 2 : to control 
(something) : to keep (something) from becoming worse ■ 
The government has been unable to keep a lid on inflation. 
put a lid on 1 : to stop (something) from growing or be¬ 
coming worse ■ These changes are intended to put a lid on 
rising medical costs. 2 informal : to stop doing or saying 
(something) ■ He angrily told them to put a lid on their 
complaints. [=to stop complaining] ■ I’m tired of listening 
to your complaints, so just put a lid on id [=shut up] 3 or 
put the lid on : to cause the end or failure of (something) 
■ The government used the army to put a lid on [=stop] the 
rebellion. ■ The new official vowed that he would put the 
lid on violence once and for all. ■ ( chiefly Brit) The rain has 
really put the lid on our holiday plans. [=has ruined our 
holiday plans] 

lid'ded /'lidad/ adj : having a lid or a particular kind of lid ■ 
a lidded container ■ He has heavy -lidded eyes. [=eyes with 
large/heavy eyelids or with eyelids that are almost closed] 

li-do /Miidou/ noun, pi lidos [count] Brit : a public outdoor 
swimming pool or swimming area 
1 lie /'lai/ verb lies; lay /'lei/; lain /'lem/; ly-ing /'lajirj/ [no 
obj] 

A of a person or animal a : to be in a flat position on a sur¬ 
face (such as a bed) ■ Lie still. ■ She lay asleep on the bed. ■ 
He lay dead on the floor. ■ The police found him lying un¬ 
conscious in an alley. • All the dog did was just lie there. 
— see picture at position b : to move from a standing or 
sitting position to a flat position on a surface ■ The doctor 
asked him to lie [=lie down] on the table. C — used to mark 
the place where a person is buried ■ Here lies John Smith. = 
Here lies the body of John Smith. 

2 of things : to be in a flat position on a surface ■ snow lying 
on the ground ■ A note was tying on the table when he came 
home. ■ The leaves lay thick on the ground. ■ He placed a 
hand on her shoulder, where it lay [-rested] for a moment. 

3 a : to be or remain in a specified state or condition ■ The 
city lay in ruins. ■ The book was lying open on the desk. ■ The 
factory continues to lie idle. ■ dishes lying dirty in the sink b 


always followed by an adverb or a preposition : to be in a spec¬ 
ified direction ■ Our route lay to the west. 

4 : to be located in a particular place • The village lies in a 
peaceful valley. ■ The river lies along the western edge of the 
mountains. ■ Ohio lies east of Indiana. = Ohio lies to the east 
of Indiana. ■ A ship was lying in the harbor. ■ The mountains 
lay between us and our goal. — often used figuratively ■ I 
don’t know where the answer lies. [=1 don’t know where the 
answer can be found; I don’t know what the answer is] • He 
doesn’t know where his future lies. [=he doesn’t know what 
he will do in the future] ■ The choice lay between fighting or 
surrendering. [=the choice was between fighting or surren¬ 
dering] ■ There is no question about where her loyalties lie. 
[=about which person, group, etc., she is loyal to] ■ The prob¬ 
lem lies in knowing what to do. ■ I don’t know what to do, 
and therein lies the problem. [=that is the problem] 

5 Brit : to be at a specified level in a competition ■ They are 
lying third. = They are lying in third place. [=they are in third 
place] 

how the land lies see ' land 
let sleeping dogs lie see ‘dog 

lie ahead : to be in the future ■ No one knows what lies 
ahead (of us). [=no one knows what will happen (to us) in 
the future] 

lie around or Brit lie about [phrasal verb] 1 a : to be lying 
in a disordered way ■ He always had a lot of clothes lying 
around his house, b : to be somewhere within a general 
area or place ■ I know that pen is lying around here some¬ 
where. 2 : to spend time resting in a lazy way ■ She spent 
the whole day just lying around. ■ My friends and I were ly¬ 
ing around by the pool. 

lie back [phrasal verb] : to lean backward from a sitting posi¬ 
tion to a flat position ■ The doctor asked him to lie back on 
the table. 

lie behind [phrasal verb] lie behind (something) : to be the 
cause of (something) ■ Greed lies behind the higher prices. 
lie down [phrasal verb] 1 : to move from a standing or sit¬ 
ting position to a flat position on a surface ■ Lie down on 
the couch/bed. ■ I’m tired. I’m going to lie down. • The po¬ 
lice ordered him to lay down his weapons and lie down on 
the ground. 2 lie down on the job : to fail to do your job 
: to neglect your responsibilities ■ He says pollution has 
been getting worse because government regulators have 
been lying down on the job. 3 ^ To take something lying 
down is to accept something bad, such as an insult or un¬ 
fair treatment, without trying to fight against it. • He 
vowed that he would not take the court’s decision lying 
down. [=that he would fight against the court’s decision] 
lie in [phrasal verb] Brit: to stay in bed later than usual ■ She 
likes to lie in [=sleep in] on Saturdays. 
lie in state see ‘state 
lie in wait see 2 wait 

lie low: to try not to be noticed : to stay hidden or inactive 
in order to avoid being noticed or found ■ The prisoners 
had to lie low after their escape. 
lie on/upon [phrasal verb] lie on/upon (someone or some¬ 
thing) : to affect someone in a specified way ■ Sorrow lay 
heavily on him. [=he felt very sad] ■ Guilt lies on his con¬ 
science. [=he feels very guilty] ■ Her years lie lightly upon 
her. [=she seems younger than she is] 
lie with [phrasal verb] 1 lie with (someone or something) 
not used in the progressive tenses — used to say who has the 
blame or responsibility for something ■ The blame lies with 
their mother for not watching them closely enough. ■ Re¬ 
sponsibility for the accident lies with the company. 2 lie 
with (someone) literary : to have sex with (someone) ■ 
when he first lay with her 
make your bed and lie in it see ‘bed 
— compare 3 lie 

2 lie noun, pi lies [count] : the position in which something lies 
on the ground ■ a golf ball in a difficult lie — see also lie of 
the land — compare '‘lie 
3 lie verb lies; lied; ly-ing [no obj] 

T : to say or write something that is not true in order to de¬ 
ceive someone : to tell a lie ■ I can’t believe you lied to me. ■ 
He has been accused of lying about his military record. ■ She 
was lying when she told her parents that she had spent the af¬ 
ternoon studying. ■ She was lying through her teeth. [=she 
was saying something completely untrue] ■ (US, informal) 
You can’t trust that guy. He lies like a rug. [=he lies constant¬ 
ly; he is dishonest] 

2 : to indicate or suggest something that is not true or accu¬ 
rate ■ Statistics sometimes lie. [=do not accurately reflect the 
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truth] ■ You may think that you still look young, but the mir¬ 
ror never lies. [=the mirror shows how you really look] 

— compare 1 LIE 

4 lie noun, pi lies [count] : something untrue that is said or 
written to deceive someone ■ She told a lie to her parents. ■ 
He has been accused of telling lies about his military record. 

■ a bold/brazen/barefaced lie • a complete lie * The accusa¬ 
tions are lies, all lies. ■ The claims he has made are nothing 
but a pack of lies. • {chiefly Brit) He has woven a tissue of lies 
[=he has told many lies] about his military record. — see also 
WHITE LIE 

give the lie to formal : to show that (something) is not true ■ 
Her success has given the lie to the notion that women can¬ 
not compete with men. 

I tell a lie Brit, informal — used to correct something you 
have just said ■ I saw him just yesterday. No, I tell a lie. It 
was two days ago. 

live a lie : to live in a false or deceptive way : to live in a way 
that does not show who you truly are or what your feelings 
truly are ■ Their friends thought that they had a happy 
marriage, but they were living a lie. [=their marriage was 
not happy] 

- compare 2 lie 

lie detector noun, pi ~ -tors [count] : a device used to 
measure the heart rate, breathing, etc., in order to find out if 
someone (such as a person suspected of a crime) is being 
honest ■ The murder suspect failed a lie detector test, 
lie—down /*lai,daun/ noun [singular] Brit : a brief rest: nap 

■ They often have a lie-down in the afternoon. — see also lie 
down at ‘lie 

liege /'li:cfe/ noun, pi lieg«es [count] : a lord in the time of 
the Middle Ages 

lie—in /'lai,m/ noun [singular] Brit, informal : a time in the 
morning spent lying in bed instead of getting up • They had a 
nice long lie-in on the first morning of their holiday. — see 
also lie in at 1 LIE 

lien /'li:n/ noun, pi liens [count] law : a legal claim that 
someone or something has on the property of another per¬ 
son until a debt has been paid back ■ The bank had a lien on 
our house. [=the bank had the right to take our house if we 
did not pay back the money we had borrowed to buy it] 
lie Of the land noun [singular] Brit : lay of the land 
lieu /'lu:, Brit 'lju:/ noun 

in lieu of : in place of : instead of ■ In lieu of flowers, the 
family of the deceased has requested that donations be 
made to the church fund. ■ You can use your ATM card in 
lieu of cash, 
lieut. abbr lieutenant 

lieU'ten*ant /lu'tenant, Brit lefltenant/ noun, pi -ants 
[count] 

1 : an officer in the army, navy, or air force with a fairly low 
rank ■ He was promoted to the rank of lieutenant. » Good 
morning, Lieutenant Smith. — abbr. Lt.\ see also first lieu¬ 
tenant, SECOND LIEUTENANT 

2 US : an officer in a fire or police department who has a 
rank below a captain 

3 : an assistant to another, more powerful person : a person 
who represents and works for someone else ■ She has her 
best lieutenants working on a proposal. ■ one of the mob¬ 
ster’s most loyal lieutenants 

lieutenant colonel noun, pi ~ -nels [count] : a military 
officer who has a rank just below a colonel 
lieutenant commander noun, pi - -ers [count]: an of¬ 
ficer in the navy or coast guard who has a rank just below a 
commander 

lieutenant general noun, pi ~ -als [count] : a military of¬ 
ficer who has a rank just below a general 
lieutenant governor noun, pi ~ -nors [count] : an elect¬ 
ed official who is an assistant to the governor of a U.S. state 
1 life /'laif/ noun,pi lives /'laivz/ 

1 [noncount]: the ability to grow, change, etc., that separates 
plants and animals from things like water or rocks ■ He be¬ 
lieves that God gives life to all creatures. ■ the miracle of life ■ 
etemal/everlasting life 

2 a : the period of time when a person is alive [noncount] 
She knew what she wanted to do early in life. [=when she was 
young] ■ He became famous relatively late in life. [=at a rela¬ 
tively old age] ■ He became famous later in life. = He became 
famous In later life, [count] She was happy and healthy for 
most of her life. ■ The people in her family tend to have long/ 
short lives. ■ I’ve known her all my life. ■ He is nearing the end 
of his life. ■ They spent their whole/entire lives in one town. = 


They lived in one town all their lives. ■ People can expect to 
change jobs several times in their life/lives. ■ They’ve been 
waiting their whole/entire life/lives for an opportunity like 
this. ■ This is the financial opportunity of his life. [=of his life¬ 
time; the best chance in his life to make money] b : the ex¬ 
perience of being alive [noncount] What do you really want 
out of life ? ■ He believes in living life to the fullest. [=in living 
a very full and rich life] ■ All this paperwork has made life 
much more difficult. ■ The details of everyday/ordinary life 
can be fascinating. ■ life in the city/country = city/country 
life • Sometimes life just isn’t fair. ■ We can laugh at things in 
movies that would scare us in real life. [=in a real situation; in 
actual existence] ■ Oh well, that’s lifel [=bad things will hap¬ 
pen, and you have to deal with them! ■ Despite the political 
upheaval, for most people life goes on as usual. [=the activi¬ 
ties of life continue in the usual way] [count] What do you 
really want to do with your lifel ■ Her children say that she 
has ruined their lives. ■ She talked about the men in her life. 
[=the men she has had a romantic or close relationship with 
during her life] ■ She has dedicated/devoted her life to help¬ 
ing other people. ■ All this paperwork has made my life much 
more difficult. ■ They’re trying to get/put their lives back to¬ 
gether. [=to begin living in a normal way after suffering loss, 
hardship, etc.] ■ She was the love of my life. [=the person I 
loved more than any other person at any time in my life] ■ 
I’ve never heard such a silly idea in all my lifel [=at any time] 
= Never in my life have I heard such a silly idea! ■ They’re old 
enough to run/live their own lives. [=to make their own deci¬ 
sions about how to live] ■ After all the problems they’ve had 
recently, they just want to get/move on with their lives. [=to 
continue living their lives in the usual way] ■ I’m not sur¬ 
prised that I didn’t get the job. That’s the story of my life. 
[=that’s the way things usually or always happen in my life] 
— often used before another noun ■ She told us her life sto¬ 
ry. [=she told us about many of the things that had happened 
to her in her life] ■ a lack of life experience [=experience and 
knowledge gained through living] ^ If your life flashes/ 
passes before your eyes or if your life flashes/passes before 
you, many memories from different parts of your life quick¬ 
ly appear in your mind one after the other. ■ Her life flashed 
before her eyes when her car was about to crash. 

3 [count] a : a specified part of a person’s life ■ He talked 
about his life as an artist. ■ the social lives of college students ■ 
How’s your love/sex lifel ■ They had difficult home lives 
when they were children. ■ They are trying to keep their per¬ 
sonal/private lives separate from their public lives. ■ the re¬ 
sponsibilities of their family life b : a specified way or man¬ 
ner of living ■ He lived/led a life of crime. [=he was a 
criminal] ■ They have lived/led sheltered lives. ■ He is trying 
to make a better life for himself and his family. Your way 
of life is how you live your life. ■ a fisherman’s way of life ■ 
Most people don’t approve of my way of life. • a traditional 
way of life 

4 [count]: the state or condition of being alive ■ They spared 
the horse’s life. [=they did not kill the horse] ■ She feels that 
her life is in danger. = She fears for her life. = She is in fear for 
her life. [=she feels that she is in danger of being killed] ■ She 
risked her life [=she did something very dangerous that 
could have resulted in her death] to help him. ■ She gave/sac¬ 
rificed her life [=she did something that resulted in her death] 
for her country. ■ He was running for his life, [-he was run¬ 
ning to escape from great danger] ■ He is fighting for his life. 
[=he is-very sick or injured and may die] ■ A would-be assas¬ 
sin made an attempt on the President’s life. [=tried to kill the 
President] 

5 [noncount] : living things of a specified kind or in a speci¬ 
fied place ■ There may be a great deal of animal/plant life still 
to be discovered in this region. ■ forest life ■ ocean life ■ Will 
we ever find intelligent life on other planets? 

6 : the time when something can be used : the period when 
something exists or is useful or effective [noncount] battery 
life • the life of an insurance policy ■ They claim that using 
their product will extend the life of the car. ■ a warranty that 
is good for the life of the product [count] a product that ex¬ 
tends the lives of the rugs/cars — see also half-life, shelf 
life 

7 [noncount] a : energy and spirit ■ eyes full of life ■ ( infor¬ 
mal ) suck the life out of a room [=take all the fun and energy 
out of a group of people in a room] b : activity and move¬ 
ment ■ The streets were humming with life. [=the streets were 
filled with people and activity! ■ There were no signs of life in 
the deserted village. 

8 [count] : a book that tells about the life of a person : biog- 
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raphy ■ She wrote a life of Napoleon. ■ Boswell’s Life of 
Johnson 

9 [noncount\ : the punishment of being kept in a prison for 
the rest of your life : life imprisonment ■ He was found 
guilty and sentenced to life. = ( informal) He got life. = He was 
given life. 

a dog’s life see 'dog 

a life of its own -*>• Something that takes on a life of its own 
becomes very large, important, or hard to control. • The 
project soon took on a life of its own and prevented us from 
getting any other work done. ■ The story took on a life of its 
own and began to appear on news broadcasts everywhere. 
all walks of life or every walk of life see 2 walk 
a matter of life and death : something that is extremely im¬ 
portant and often involves decisions that will determine 
whether someone lives or dies ■ Being prepared for severe 
weather can be a matter of life and death. — see also life 
AND-DEATH 

a new lease on/of life see 1 lease 

(as) big as life ( US) or chiefly Brit (as) large as life infor¬ 
mal : in person — used to describe the surprise of seeing 
someone ■ I never expected her to come to the party, but 
there she was, as big as life. 

bet/stake your life on If you would bet/stake your life on 
something, you are very sure that it will happen. ■ “Will she 
keep her promise?” “I’d bet/stake my life on it!” 
breathe (new) life into : to give new energy and excitement 
to (something) • She is credited with breathing new life into 
contemporary art. ■ The singer managed to breathe life into 
some tired old songs. 

bring someone or something back to life : to cause 
someone or something that has died to begin living again ■ 
The story is about a mad scientist who tries to bring dead 
people back to life. — often used figuratively ■ They’re try¬ 
ing to bring the restaurant back to life by introducing a new 
menu. ■ an old theory that is being brought back to life 
bring something to life : to make something very interest¬ 
ing, appealing, or exciting ■ She brings history to life with 
her books. 

come to life 1 : to become very interesting, appealing, or 
exciting • The movie really comes to life when she appears 
on the screen. 2 of a place : to become filled with the en¬ 
ergy and excitement of active people ■ Downtown comes to 
life each night when the clubs open. 3 or sputter/roar 
(etc.) to life of a machine : to begin working ■ The engine 
suddenly roared to life, 
depart this life see depart 

for dear life : very tightly or quickly because of fear or dan¬ 
ger • He was hanging/holding on to the rope for dear life. ■ 
They were running for dear life to get away from the vi¬ 
cious dogs. 

for life : for the whole of your life : for the rest of your life ■ 
They met in college and have remained friends for life. ■ He 
was sentenced to prison for life, 
for the life of me informal : in any way at all — used to say 
that you are unable to remember or understand something 

■ I couldn’t/or the life of me remember what her name was. 

■ For the life of me, I can’t think of any reasons why you 
wouldn’t want a computer at home. 

frighten/scare the life out of informal : to frighten (some¬ 
one) very badly ■ You (nearly) scared the life out of me 
when you startled me like that! 
from life of a painting, drawing, etc. : from looking at an ac¬ 
tual person, object, etc. ■ drawings done from life rather 
than from photographs 

get a life informal : to stop spending time doing or thinking 
about things that are not important or interesting : to be¬ 
gin to have a more interesting or exciting life • My girl¬ 
friend’s parents are nice people, but all they do is watch TV 
all day. They need to get a life, 
larger than life see 1 large 
lay down your life see lay down at ‘lay 
life depends on 4- If your life depends on something, then 
you must do it. ■ His life depends on how he answers this 
question. ■ He was studying as if his life depended on it. — 
often used in negative statements ■ I wouldn’t eat that food 
if my life depended on it. [=1 would never eat it] 
lose your life : to die ■ She nearly lost her life in a car acci¬ 
dent. ■ Many lives were lost. [=many people died] 
new life 4- When something takes on (a) new life or when 
you give something new life or give new life to something, 
it becomes more active, interesting, etc. ■ Plain old mashed 
potatoes take on a new life in this recipe. • Falling interest 


rates gave new life to the housing market. 
not on your life informal — used as a very forceful way of 
saying “no” or "never” ■ Do the government’s policies real¬ 
ly help the average worker? Not on your life, 
risk life and limb : to do something that is very dangerous • 
They risked life and limb to pull the child from the river. 
save someone’s life see ‘save 
spring into/to life see ^spring 
staff of life see ‘staff 
such is life see 2 such 

take/claim someone’s life : to cause someone’s death ■ 
Two years ago he was diagnosed with the illness that even¬ 
tually took his life. ■ The flood claimed many lives. [=caused 
the deaths of many people] 

take your own life : to kill yourself ■ He threatened to take 
his own life [= commit suicide], but no one believed him. 
the life of the party (US) or chiefly Brit the life and soul of 
the party : someone who is very lively and amusing at a 
party or other social gathering 
the light of your life see ‘light 

the next life or the life to come : a life that is believed by 
some people to come after death ■ He believed that he 
would see his family again in the next life, 
the simple life see simple 
to save your life see ‘save 
true to life see ‘true 

- see also fact of life, good life, slice-of-life, still 

LIFE 

2 life adj, always used before a noun 

1 : of or relating to life ■ the life force in all things 

2 : done as long as a person lives : existing or lasting 
throughout a person’s life ■ a life [-lifelong] member ■ my life 
savings [=all the money I have saved in my life] • He was giv¬ 
en a life sentence in prison. 

life—af-firm*ing /’laifa^^mii]/ adj [more most ~]: indi¬ 

cating that life has value : positive and optimistic ■ Even 
though the heroine dies at the end, her struggle for a better 
world gives the movie a life-affirming message, 
life—and—death adj : extremely important and serious es¬ 
pecially because your survival or life may depend on success 
■ They were engaged in a life-and-death struggle. ■ He plays 
every game like it’s life-and-death. — see also a matter of life 
and death at ‘life 

life assurance noun [noncount] Brit : life insurance 
life-blood /‘laiPblAd/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the most important part of something : the part of some¬ 
thing that provides its strength and energy ■ The town’s life¬ 
blood has always been its fishing industry. ■ The neighbor¬ 
hoods are the lifeblood of this city. 

2 literary : a person’s blood • the lifeblood that flows through 
his veins 

life-boat /‘laif.bout/ noun, pi -boats [count] : a boat used 
for saving people’s lives; especially : a small boat that is car¬ 
ried on a ship and that is used for saving the lives of the pas¬ 
sengers and crew if the ship sinks 
life buoy noun, pi ~ buoys [count] : a ring-shaped device 
that floats in water and that is used to keep a person from 
drowning 

life Cycle noun, pi ~ cycles [count] biology : the series of 
stages through which a living thing passes from the begin¬ 
ning of its life until its death • the life cycle of a shark 
life expectancy noun, pi ~ -cies : the average number of 
years that a person or animal can expect to live [noncount] 
improvements in diet that have resulted in greater life expect¬ 
ancy for many people [count] calculating the life expectan¬ 
cies of different social groups — often used figuratively ■ 
What is the life expectancy of a new computer? [=how long 
can a new computer be expected to last or be useful?] 
life form noun, pi ~ forms [count] : a living thing of any 
kind ■ searching for alien life forms ■ higher life forms = more 
complex life forms • primitive/simple life forms 
life—glv*ing /‘laif,givii]/ adj [more most ~] : giving or 
having power to create or support life : essential to life • the 
sun’s life-giving energy 

life-guard /'laif,gci&d/ noun, pi -guards [count] : a person 
whose job is to protect swimmers from drowning 
life history noun, pi ~ -ries [count] biology : the full range 
of changes, habits, and behaviors of a living thing over the 
course of its life ■ studying the life history of bears 
life imprisonment noun [noncount] : the punishment of 
being kept in a prison for the rest of your life ■ The murderer 
was sentenced to life imprisonment. 
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life insurance noun [noncount] : a type of insurance that 
pays money to the family of someone who has died 
life jacket noun, pi <■— -ets [count] : some¬ 
thing that is worn over your upper body like a 
jacket or vest and that is designed to save you 
from drowning by holding you up when you 
are in water — called also (US) life vest 
life-less /'laiflas/ adj [more most ~]: hav¬ 
ing no life: such as a : having no living things 
■ a cold and lifeless landscape b : dead or ap¬ 
pearing to be dead • a lifeless body C : lack¬ 
ing spirit, interest, or energy ■ The book’s plot 
was lifeless and predictable. 

— life-less-ly adv ■ His arms fell lifelessly to 
his sides. — life-less-ness noun [noncount] 
life-like /'laif.laik/ adj [more most — ] 

: looking like a real person or thing ■ a very 
lifelike doll • The graphics in the video game 
are more lifelike than we imagined they would 
be. ■ a lifelike portrait 

life-line /'laif.iain/ noun, pi -lines [count] 



life jacket 


1 : something which provides help or support 

that is needed for success or survival ■ The river is the town’s 

lifeline. ■ The new jobs were an economic lifeline for a city in 

need of help. - The radio was their lifeline to the outside 

world. 


2 : a rope used for saving the life of someone (such as some¬ 
one who has fallen into water) ■ They threw a lifeline to the 
man overboard. 

life-long /'laif,la:ij/ adj, always used before a noun : continu¬ 
ing or lasting through a person’s life ■ He had a lifelong love 
of nature. ■ a lifelong friendship 

life Of Ri-ley /-'raili/ noun 

the life of Riley informal + somewhat old-fashioned : a hap¬ 
py and comfortable life with few problems ■ He’s been liv¬ 
ing/leading the life of Riley. 

life—or—death adj : life-and-death • a life-or-death 
struggle 

life peer noun, pi ~ peers [count] : a British peer (sense 2) 
who has the title “Lord” or “Lady" for life but cannot pass it 
on to another person after death 

life preserver noun, pi ~ -ers [count] chiefly US : a float¬ 
ing device that is designed to save you from drowning 

lif-er /Marfa 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] informal 

1 US : a person who spends an entire career in the same job ■ 
He was a lifer at the factory. • an army lifer 

2 : a criminal who has been sentenced to spend the rest of 
his or her life in prison ■ lifers seeking parole 

life raft noun, pi rafts [count] : a small rubber boat de¬ 
signed for saving the lives of people when a larger boat or 
ship sinks 

life-Sav-er /Maifjseiva*/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : something that saves a person’s life ■ a surgical procedure 
that has been a lifesaver for many people 

2 : something or someone which provides help that is badly 
needed • This multipurpose tool can be a real lifesaver when 
something needs fixing. ■ Frozen dinners can be lifesavers for 
busy parents. 1 Thanks so much for offering to help. You’re a 
real lifesaver ! 

3 chiefly Australia : lifeguard 

1 life-sav-ing /Maif.seiviij/ adj, always used before a noun 
: designed for or used in saving people’s lives ■ a lifesaving 
surgical procedure 

2 lifesaving noun [noncount] : the skills needed to save the 
lives of people who are drowning ■ All lifeguards are trained 
in lifesaving. 

life Science noun, pi ~ -ences [count] : an area of science 
that deals with living things and life processes — usually plu¬ 
ral ■ life sciences such as biology and medicine 

life Sentence noun, pi <— -tences [count] : the punishment 
of being sent to prison for the rest of your life ■ He received a 
life sentence for his crimes. 

life-size /Maif'saiz/afro life-sized /Maifsaizd/ adj : having 
the same size as a real person or thing ■ a life-size image of a 
dog ■ a life-size model of a dinosaur ■ The statue was nearly 
twice life-size. 

life Span noun, pi —• spans [count] : the amount of time 
that a person or animal actually lives ■ the average life span 
of house cats • increase/lengthen the human life span — of¬ 
ten used figuratively ■ Recharging can extend the life span of 


a battery. ■ the life span of a building/appliance • the life span 
of a controversy 

life-Style /Maif,staj3l/ noun, pi -styles [count] : a particular 
way of living : the way a person lives or a group of people 
live ■ She envied the lavish lifestyles of wealthy people. • Eat¬ 
ing right and exercising are essential to having/leading/living 
a healthy lifestyle. 

life Support noun [noncount] 

1 medical : the equipment, material, and treatment needed 
to keep a very sick or hurt patient alive ■ He was removed 
from life support. • She was put/kept on life support. 

2 : the things that are needed to keep someone alive in a 
place (such as outer space) where life is usually not possible ■ 
equipment providing life support for astronauts 

— life-support /Maifsaipoat/ adj, always used before a noun 
• life-support equipment/machines ■ There was a problem 
with the submarine’s life-support system. 

life—SUS-tain-irig /Maifsa.steimg/ adj ■ helping someone or 
something to stay alive : supporting or extending life ■ life- 
sustaining medical treatment • The storm brought life- 
sustaining rain/water to the farms. 

life’s work also US life*work /MaiPwak/ noun [noncount] 

: the entire or main work of a person’s life ■ She made pho¬ 
tography her life’s work. 

life — threat-en-irig /Maif,0retgii)/ adj [more most ~] 

: capable of causing someone’s death • a life-threatening dis¬ 
ease/emergency ■ The injury wasn’t life-threatening. 
life-time /'laif,taim/ noun, pi -times [count] 

1 a : the time during which a person is alive ■ Four editions 
of the book were printed in his lifetime. [=during his life] ■ 

She has had a lifetime of hard work. [=she has worked hard 
all her life] ■ a lifetime spent traveling the world ■ I don’t 
think it will happen in our lifetime. [=the time when we are 
alive] ■ She owns enough shoes to last (her) a lifetime. [=to 
last for the rest of her life] ■ the thrill of a lifetime [=a great 
thrill; the most exciting moment or event of a person’s life] ■ 

This is the opportunity of a lifetime. = This sort of opportuni¬ 
ty comes along once in a lifetime. [=this is a very rare oppor- ■■ 
tunity] — often used before another noun • He won a life - I ■ 
time supply of ice cream. [=free ice cream for the rest of his | H 
life] ■ She was presented with a lifetime achievement award. 

[=an award for all the work she has done in her life] • a base¬ 
ball player’s lifetime batting average [=batting average mea¬ 
sured over a baseball player’s full career] b : a very long 
time ■ It would have taken me a lifetime to read all those 
books. ■ Childhood seems a lifetime ago now! 

2 ; the time during which something lasts or is useful ■ a 
chemical with a lifetime of only a few minutes ■ the lifetime 
of a planet/star/comet 

life vest noun, pi ~ vests [count] US : life jacket 
1 lift /'lift /verb lifts; lift-ed; lift-ing 

1 a [+ obj ]: to move (something or someone) to a higher po¬ 
sition : raise ■ The paramedics lifted the stretcher into the 
ambulance. ■ lift a bucket of water ■ He lifted his foot from/ 
off the gas pedal. ■ He lifted his pen from the paper. ■ She lift¬ 
ed her hands to the sky. ■ She lifted the child (up) onto her 
lap. - He lifted his head (up) and looked at us. ■ She lifted (up) 
the lid of the box. b [no obj] : to rise up from the ground or 
some other surface ■ The balloon lifted [=rose] into the sky. 

2 [+ obj ] : to move (someone or something) to a higher con¬ 
dition or position ■ The story lifted him to national recogni¬ 
tion. ■ lifting people from poverty 

3 If your spirits lift or your mood lifts or if something lifts 
your spirits/mood, you become happier or less sad. ■ The 
beauty of the sunrise lifted her spirits. = Her spirits lifted when 
she saw the beauty of the sunrise. 

4 <*• When a weight/load/burden has been lifted from your 
shoulders/back, you are able to stop worrying about some 
large problem or responsibility. ■ After I finally told my 
mother about my concerns, I felt as if a weight had been lifted 
from my shoulders. [=1 felt very relieved] 

5 [+ obj] : to increase the amount of (something) ■ The com¬ 
pany has been trying to improve the quality of its products 
without lifting [=(more commonly) raising] prices. 

6 [+ obj] : to make (your voice) louder ■ He barely lifted 
[=raised] his voice above a whisper. • The preacher told them 
to lift (up) their voices and sing. 

7 [+ obj] informal a : to take (an idea, plan, etc.) from an¬ 
other source often in a way that is wrong ■ The plot of the 
movie was lifted [=taken]from real life. ■ an idea lifted from 
another novel b : to steal (something) • Somebody lifted her 
purse when she wasn’t looking, c : to take (something) out 
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of a normal position or setting • lift a word out of context 

8 [+ otg] : to stop or remove (something, such as a rule that 
prevents people from doing something) often for only a 
short time • lift a blockade • The city has temporarily lifted its 
ban on smoking in bars. 

9 [no obj] of fog, clouds, or smoke : to move up and disappear 
so that it is possible to see ■ You can see the mountains when 
the clouds lift. • We were shocked by what we saw when the 
fog/smoke finally lifted. [= cleared] 

10 [+ obj\ : to move (someone or something) from one place 
to another in an aircraft : AIRLIFT • troops being lifted into 
enemy territory ■ supplies being lifted to remote areas 

lift a finger see ‘finger 

lift down [phrasal verb] lift (something) down also lift down 
(something) : to pick up (something) in order to move it to 
a lower position • I had to lift the box down from the top 
shelf to the floor. 

lift off [phrasal verb] of an airplane, rocket, etc. : to rise up 
from the ground or another surface • planes lifting off from 
the runway ■ Thousands of spectators watched as the space 
shuttle lifted off. — see also liftoff 
lift weights : to exercise by lifting heavy objects (such as 
barbells) in order to become stronger • He has been lifting 
weights for exercise. 

— lift-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a mechanical lifter — see also 
WEIGHT LIFTER 
2 lift noun, pi lifts 

1 [count]: the act of raising or lifting something ■ a slight lift 
of his eyebrows 

2 [count] : a free ride in a vehicle ■ Can I give you a lift? = Do 
you need a lift ? ■ I need a lift to the bus station. ■ I got/ 
hitched a lift [=(US) ride] home after the party. 

3 [count] a Brit : elevator 1 ■ We took the lift to the fifth 
floor, b : ski lift 


4 [singular] a : a feeling of greater happiness ■ Her visit real¬ 
ly gave me the lift I needed. [=made me feel better and happi¬ 
er] • The coach’s speech gave the team a psychological lift. 
b : an improved state or condition ■ He claims that a tax cut 
will give the economy a lift. [=will improve the economy] 

5 [noncount] technical : an upward force that makes it possi¬ 
ble for aircraft to fly • a wing design that generates more lift 

lift-off /'liftgaif/ noun, pi -offs : the upward movement from 
the ground by a rocket, helicopter, or space vehicle as it be¬ 
gins flight [noncount] moments after liftoff ■ We have liftoff, 
[count] a series of successful liftoffs • Thousand of spectators 
gathered to watch the liftoff of the space shuttle. — see also 
lift off at ‘lift 

lig-a-ment /‘ligament/ noun, pi -ments [count] : a tough 
piece of tissue in your body that holds bones together or 
keeps an organ in place • He sprained/tore ligaments in his 
knee. — compare TENDON 
1 light /‘lait/ noun, pi lights 

1 [noncount] : the form of energy that makes it possible to 
see things : the brightness produced by the sun, by fire, a 
lamp, etc. ■ The light was bright/dazzling. • The landscape 
was bathed/awash in light. ■ a ray/shaft/beam of light ■ a 
source of light = a light source ■ a photograph taken in low/ 
dim light ■ the light of the moon ■ a mixture of light and shad¬ 
ow ■ The windows let fresh air and light into the room. ■ a 
plant that grows best in direct/indirect light [=with light shin¬ 
ing directly/indirectly on it] • natural light [=sunlight] * artifi¬ 
cial light [=light produced by electric lamps] — sometimes 
used figuratively ■ He hates the harsh light of publicity. 

2 [count] a : a source of light (such as an electric lamp) ■ 
tum/switch on/off the light • a fluorescent light ■ a light fix¬ 
ture [=a lamp that is permanently attached to a wall, ceiling, 
etc.] ■ a warning light ■ The lights suddenly went out. ■ The 
lights suddenly came on. ■ the twinkling lights of the city be¬ 


low ■ the bright lights of Broadway ■ a light switch [=a switch 
for turning lights on and off] ■ The lights are on, so there 
must be somebody at home. — see also N1GHTLIGHT b : a 
light on a vehicle ■ His car’s battery died because he left his 
lights on. 

3 [singular] : a way of showing or understanding something 
or someone ■ The situation looks less serious when looked at 


in a certain light. [=in a certain way] ■ 1 see things In a differ¬ 
ent light now. [=1 see/understand things differently now] ■ 
The defendants were shown/depicted in a bad light [=in a 
way that made them seem bad] by the lawyer. ■ The news 
about his marital problems does not place/put him in a good 
light. [=does not make him appear to be a good person] ■ She 
tried to explain her behavior In the best light possible. [=in a 
way that would make her appear as good as possible] 


4 [count] : a light or set of lights used to control traffic 
: TRAFFIC LIGHT ■ Turn left at the next light. • The light was 
red. ■ We were waiting for the light to turn green. 

5 [singular] informal: a flame for lighting a cigarette ■ I need 
a light for my cigarette. ■ Do you have a light? • I didn’t have 
any matches, but a stranger gave me a light. [=lit my ciga¬ 
rette for me] 

6 [noncount] formal : daylight 1 ■ Things look different by 
the light of day. • We woke up at first light. [=at dawn; at sun¬ 
rise; when the sun came up] — see also SEE THE light OF 
DAY (below) 

7 [singular] : a quality in a person’s eyes that shows emotion 
■ I saw the light of recognition in her eye. 

8 lights [plural] a : light colors : colors that are more white 
than black ■ the composition of lights and darks in the paint¬ 
ing/photograph b : light-colored clothes • Wash the lights 
and the darks separately. 

according to your lights formal: according to your idea of 
what is right • You know my views on the matter; but of 
course you must act according to your (own) lights. (=you 
must be guided by your own opinions about what is right] 
a light at the end of the tunnel : a reason to believe that a 
bad situation will end soon or that a long and difficult job 
will be finished soon • They are falling deeper into debt, 
and there is no light at the end of the tunnel. ■ The work on 
our house has been going on for months, but we’re finally 
starting to see a light at the end of the tunnel, 
bring (something) to light : to tell people about (some¬ 
thing) : to make (something) known ■ Many new facts 
were brought to light during the investigation. 
cast/shed/throw light on : to help to explain (something) 

: to make it possible to understand or know more about 
(something) ■ She is developing new theories that might 
shed some light on these unusual phenomena. ■ I hope my 
explanation throws light on their behavior. 
come to light : to become known • Other details have come 
to light because of this investigation. ■ She was angry when 
it came to light that some people were being promoted un¬ 
fairly. 

hide your light under a bushel see bushel 
in someone’s light : blocking the light that someone needs 
to see or read something ■ She asked him to move back a 
few steps because he was in her light, 
in the cold light of day see ‘cold 

in the light of or US in light of 1 : while thinking about 
(something that affects the way you see or understand 
things) ■ You should think about their advice in light of 
your own needs. ■ It is impossible to come to a conclusion 
in the light of the data we have here. ■ You should read the 
story in light of your own experiences. 2 : because of 
(something) ■ It’s a particularly important topic in light of 
recent events. 

light dawns When people suddenly understand some¬ 
thing that they had not understood before, (a/the) light 
dawns (on them). • When she saw the guilty look on her 
husband’s face, a light dawned , and she knew he had been 
lying to her. 

more heat than light see ‘heat 

out like a light informal 1 : asleep ■ As soon as my head 
hit the pillow, I was out like a light. 2 : unconscious ■ 
He took one punch to the jaw and was out like a light, 
punch someone’s lights out see ‘punch 
see the light informal : to suddenly understand or realize 
the truth of something ■ Many people doubted his theory, 
but most of them have now finally seen the light. [=most of 
them now realize that his theory is correct] 
see the light of day 1 : to be seen or used ■ our fine china, 
which hasn’t seen the light of day in at least 10 years 2 : to 
become publicly known ■ Important documents in this 
case have never seen the light of day. ■ Her theory first saw 
the light of day in a well-respected magazine. 
set light to chiefly Brit : to cause (something) to begin burn¬ 
ing ■ used a match to set light to [=set fire to] the paper 
the light of your life : a person you love very much and 
who makes you happy ■ His daughter is the light of his life, 
trip the light fantastic see 2 trip 

- see also GREEN LIGHT, LEADING light, northern 
lights, southern lights, sweetness and light at sweet¬ 
ness 

2 light arff light-er, -est 

1 : not dark or deep in color : pale ■ light blue ■ She has a 
light complexion. ■ He has light [=fair] skin/hair. 

2 a : having a lot of light: bright ■ a light and airy room b 
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: having the light of the day ■ We’re planning to leave as soon 
as it’s light. [=as soon as there is daylight] ■ We’re hoping to 
arrive while it’s still light out. [=to arrive before night has 
fallen] ■ In summer it gets light earlier and stays light later 
than in winter. 

- compare “light 

3 liqht verb lights; light-ed or lit /'lit/; lighting 

1 [+ obj] : to provide light for (something) ■ They used can¬ 
dles to light the room. = They lighted/lit the room with can¬ 
dles. • a dimly/poorly lit room • a brightly lit room ■ a well- 
lighted place ■ Our guide used a candle to light the way. [=to 
show the way that had to be followed] 

2 a [+ obj\ : to cause (something) to bum ■ light a match/can¬ 
dle ■ I lit (up) a cigarette for him. = I lit him a cigarette. — see 
also light UP 3 (below) b [no obj ]: to begin to bum ■ wait¬ 
ing for the wood to light 

light a fire under (someone) US, informal : to cause 
(someone) to move or work more quickly and effectively ■ 
I’ve never seen him work so hard. Someone must have lit a 
fire under him. 

light into [phrasal verb ] light into (someone) US, informal 
: to attack or criticize (someone) forcefully ■ He lit into his 
employees for their sloppy work. [=he criticized them very 
harshly] ■ She lit into her opponent and did not let up. 
light on/upon [phrasal verb] light on/upon (something) : to 
find or see (something) by chance ■ Researchers have lit 
upon [=found] a solution. ■ His eye lit on a story in the 
newspaper. 

light out [phrasal verb ] US, infortnal : to leave in a hurry for 
someplace ■ He suddenly lit out for home. 
light up [phrasal verb ] la of a light : to become lit: to be¬ 
gin shining ■ All of the lights on the display suddenly lit up. 
— often used figuratively "His eyes/face lit up [=he looked 
very happy and pleased] when she walked in the room, b 
informal, of a telephone : to show a light indicating that 
someone is calling ■ When the DJ announced a contest, the 
phones lit up. [=the lights on the phones lit up because 
many people were calling] 2 light (something) up or light 
up (something) : to provide light for (something) : to fill 
(something) with light ■ light up a room = light a room up • 
Fireworks lit up the sky. — often used figuratively ■ A 
smile lights up her whole face. [=a smile makes her whole 
face look happy and radiant] ■ Her smile lights up the 
room. [=she has an extremely bright and attractive smile] 
3 informal : to light a cigarette • I can’t wait to light up 
[=smoke a cigarette] after work. 

4 liqht adj lighter; -est 

1 a : not heavy : having little weight or less than usual 
weight ■ This suitcase is light enough for a child to carry. • 
The truck was carrying a light load. ■ “How heavy is it?” “Not 
very: it’s actually quite light." • It’s very light in weight. = It’s 
of very light weight. ■ This box is lighter than I thought it 
would be. ■ She would like to be a few pounds lighter. = She 
would like to be lighter by a few pounds. [=she would like to 
weigh less than she does by a few pounds] ■ Aluminum is a 
light metal. ■ lifting light weights ■ This box is as light as a 
feather. [=very light] b : small in size and weight ■ He has a 
light build. 

2 a : less in amount or degree than usual ■ Only a light turn¬ 
out is expected for the election. ■ Traffic was light this morn¬ 
ing. ■ I have only a light course load this semester. ■ The stock 
market was slightly up today in light trading. ■ light rain/ 
snow ■ She was wearing light makeup. ■ light perfume b 
: not strong or violent: moderate ■ a light breeze C : not 
great or large • The storm caused only light [=slight] damage. 
[=the storm did not cause much damage] ■ light competition ■ 
Casualties have so far been light, d : not difficult to accept 
or bear ■ a light responsibility : not harsh or severe ■ light 
punishment ■ He was given a surprisingly light sentence for 
his crimes, e : slight or minor in degree or effect ■ She has a 
light cold. ■ light discipline ■ These shrubs require only a little 
light pruning. — opposite heavy 

3 : not involving a lot of physical effort ■ light lifting ■ doing a 
little light housework ■ light exercise/exertion ■ a light prac¬ 
tice session ■ It’s a big job, but many hands make light work. 
[=if many people work on it, it will be easier to do] 

— opposite HEAVY 

4 : not loud or forceful ■ light footsteps ■ a light tread ■ a light 
touch ■ just a light tap on the ball/shoulder — opposite 
HEAVY 

5 : not important or serious : intended mainly for entertain¬ 
ment ■ doing some light reading — opposite heavy 

6 : not dense and thick ■ He has a light beard. ■ a light growth 


of timber ■ an animal’s light summer coat ■ light fog/smoke ■ 
light soil — opposite heavy 

7 : made with thin cloth and not very warm ■ a light coat/ 
blanket — opposite heavy 

8 a : eating, drinking, or using a small amount of something 
■ He’s a light eater/smoker/drinker/user. ■ light alcohol con¬ 
sumption b : producing a small amount of something • a 
shrub that is a light bloomer [=a shrub that does not produce 
many flowers] C : not done often or in large amounts ■ light 
smoking — opposite heavy 

9 a : not having a large amount of food : not making your 
stomach feel full • We ate a light lunch. ■ a light snack b 
: made with fewer calories or with less of some ingredient 
than usual ■ light beer C : not rich, dense, or thick ■ light 
cream ■ light syrup — opposite heavy 

10a: designed to carry a small load or few passengers ■ a 
light truck ■ a refueling point for light aircraft b : not as 
large and powerful as other weapons, machines, etc. ■ light 
artillery ■ light machinery C of a group of soldiers : having 
fewer and smaller weapons and less armor than other groups 
but able to move quickly ■ light infantry/cavalry 
light on : having or using a small amount of (something) ■ a 
essay that is light on facts but heavy on speculation ■ She 
asked him to go light on the mustard. [=to not use a large 
amount of mustard] 

light on your feet : capable of moving in a quick and grace¬ 
ful way ■ He’s very light on his feet for such a big person. 
light sleeper : someone who wakes up easily ■ She’s a very 
light sleeper. The slightest noise will wake her. 
make light of : to treat (something, such as a problem) in a 
joking way : to not be serious about (something impor¬ 
tant) ■ I don’t mean to make light of this very serious issue. ■ 
He made light of his recent losses—but you could tell he 
was worried about them. 

— compare 2 LIGHT 

— light-ness /'laitnas/ noun [noncount] ■ the lightness of the 
boxes ■ the lightness [=delicacy, tenderness] of her touch ■ 
the playful lightness of his manner ■ the lightness of her 
movements 

5 light adv lighter, -est 

eat light US : to eat foods that will not cause you to gain 
weight ■ She is careful to eat light and exercise often. 
travel light: to travel with little baggage ■ savvy vacationers 
who have learned to travel light 
light bulb noun, pi ~~ bulbs [count] : a glass bulb or tube 
that produces light when it is supplied with electricity ■ 
change a light bulb that has burned out — called also bulb 
a light bulb goes off/on chiefly US, informal When a light 
bulb goes off/on (in your head), you suddenly understand 
something or have a great idea. ■ After thinking about the 
problem for several days, a light bulb went off in her head , 
and she knew how to solve it. 

1 light'en/ , laitn/verZ> -ens; -ened; -en-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to make (something) bright, light, or clear ■ She 
tried several dyes to lighten her hair. ■ He turned on a few 
lamps to lighten (up) the room. 

2 [no obj] : to become bright, light, or clear ■ The sky light¬ 
ened [=brightened] as the clouds began to move away but 
darkened again when the clouds returned. 

— compare 2 lighten 

— Iight-en*er /'laitna>/ noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a hair/skin 
lightener [=a chemical or dye used to make a person’s hair 
or skin less dark] 

lighten verb -ens; -ened; -en-ing 

1 a [+ obj] : to make (something) less heavy, difficult, or se¬ 
vere ■ lighten a burden ■ Others helped out and lightened his 
load. ■ lightening her duties around the house b [no obj] : to 
become less heavy, difficult, or severe ■ His workload has 
lightened in recent weeks. 

2a[+ obj] : to make (something) less sad or serious ■ He told 
a few jokes in an attempt to lighten her mood. • lighten the at¬ 
mosphere/conversation b [no obj] : to become less sad or 
serious ■ Her somber mood gradually lightened [= brightened] 
as the weather improved. 

3 [no obj]: to become less forceful ■ The wind lightened a bit. 
lighten up [phrasal verb] informal: to become more relaxed 

and informal : to stop being serious, worried, etc. ■ He re¬ 
ally needs to lighten up and relax a little. — often used as a 
command ■ Lighten up (a bit) and enjoy yourself! 

— compare 'lighten 

light-er /'lait v/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a small device that 
produces a flame used for lighting something (such as a ciga- 
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rette) ■ a cigarette lighter ■ lighter fluid [-the liquid in a lighter 
that is its fuel] 

lighter—than—air adj : able to float in the air ■ a lighter- 
than-air balloon 

light — fin*gered /'lait.fiqgad/ adj [more most ~] : skill¬ 
ful at stealing things ■ He discovered his wallet had been tak¬ 
en by some light-fingered thief. 

light—foot*ed /'lait.futad/ adj [more most ~] : able to 
move in a quick and graceful way ■ a light-footed dancer 

light—head*ed /'lait.hedad/ adj [more most ~]: unable 
to think and move in a normal way because of a weak and 
dizzy feeling ■ I began to feel light-headed from lack of sleep. 
■ Standing up too quickly usually makes her light-headed. 

— light—head-ed-ness noun [ noncount ] ■ The patient com¬ 
plained of light-headedness. [^dizziness] 

liqht-heart-ed /'lait.haertad/ adj [more most ~] 

T : having or showing a cheerful and happy nature ■ a light¬ 
hearted mood • a lighthearted young woman 
2 : not serious • a lighthearted comedy 

- light-heart-ed-ly adv - light-heart-ed-ness noun 
[ noncount] 

light heavyweight noun, pi ~ -weights [count]: a fight¬ 
er who is in a class of boxers with an upper weight limit of 
175 pounds (79.5 kilograms) : a boxer who is heavier than a 
middleweight and lighter than a heavyweight 

light-house /'lai^haus/ noun, pi -hous-es [count] : a tow¬ 
er with a powerful light that is built on or near the shore to 
guide ships away from danger 

light industry noun [noncount] : the production of small 
goods that will be sold to the people who use them rather 
than to another manufacturer — compare heavy indus¬ 
try 

lighMng /■laitirj/ noun [noncount] 

1 a : light that is of a particular kind or that has a particular 
quality ■ He prefers natural lighting for his photography. ■ ar¬ 
tificial lighting • The lighting wasn’t bright enough. ■ The 
street lighting was so dim I got lost, b : the equipment used 
to provide light ■ There was a problem with the lighting. • a 
company that sells lighting equipment 

2 : the use of light for a particular purpose in a movie, play, 
etc. ■ He’s in charge of the lighting for the show. 

Iight*ly /'laitli/ adv [more most ~] : in a light manner, 
such as a : with little weight or force ■ The rain fell lightly 
[=softly] on the roof. ■ She touched his hand lightly. [=gently] ■ 
The recipe says that you should beat the eggs lightly. [=g en- 
tly] b : without care or concern : in a way that is not seri¬ 
ous ■ He talks lightly about the problems he’s been having at 
work. ■ This is a problem that should not be taken lightly. 
[=this is a problem that should be treated seriously] C : in a 
quick and graceful way ■ She moved lightly across the room, 
d : in a small amount : to a small degree or extent ■ lightly 
[=slightly] salted/roasted peanuts ■ lightly buttered toast ■ 


These vegetables can be eaten either raw or lightly cooked. ■ 
a lightly populated area ■ Our troops were armed too lightly 
to take on the heavily armed invaders, e : in a way that is 
not as harsh or severe as it could or should be ■ Considering 
the harm he did, he’s gotten off lightly with only a warning. ■ 
The judge let her off lightly with a short sentence. 

light meter noun, pi ~ meters [count]: a small device used 
by photographers to measure the amount of light in an area 
1 lightening /'laitnig/ noun [noncount] : the flashes of light 
that are produced in the sky during a storm ■ a bolt of light¬ 
ning = a lightning bolt ■ a flash of lightning ■ The tree was hit/ 
struck by lightning. = The tree was hit by a lightning strike. 

— compare thunder; see also heat lightning 
catch/capture lightning in a bottle chiefly US : to succeed 

in a way that is very lucky or unlikely ■ He caught lightning 
in a bottle with the success of his very first book. 
lightning never strikes (the same place) twice — used to 
say that a very unusual event is not likely to happen again 
to the same person or in the same place 
like (greased) lightning informal: very quickly ■ The news 
traveled across the country like lightning. ■ moving like 
greased lightning 

2 lightning adj, always used before a noun : moving or done 
very quickly ■ thoughts moving at lightning speed 

— lightning adv — used in combination ■ an athlete with 
lightning- quick reflexes ■ making lightning-fast adjustments 

lightning bug noun, pi ~ bugs [count] US : firefly 

lightning conductor noun, pi ~ -tors [count] Brit 

m . LIGHTNING ROD 1 

lightning rod noun, pi ~ rods [count] US 

1 : a metal rod that is placed on a building and connected 
with the ground below to protect the building from being 
damaged by lightning 

2 : someone or something that attracts criticism or gets 
blamed when things go wrong • He has served well as his 
boss’s lightning rod. [=he takes blame or criticism that might 
have been directed at his boss] — often + for • He has long 
been a lightning rod for controversy/criticism. ■ The compa¬ 
ny has become a lightning rod for the public’s anger. 

lightning strike noun, pi <— strikes [count] Brit : a strike 
by workers that is done very suddenly 

light pen noun, pi ~ pens [count] computers : a device 
shaped like a pen that senses light signals and is used to work 
with information on a computer screen ■ writing/drawing 
with a light pen 

light pollution noun [noncount] : light from cities, vehi¬ 
cles, etc., that makes it difficult to see things in the sky (such 
as stars) at night 

light Show noun, pi ~ shows [count] : a display of moving 
colored lights 

lights—OUt /'laits'aut/ noun [noncount] : a time when people 




947 


lightweight • like 


(such as soldiers, prisoners, or students) are required to turn 
out the lights and go to bed ■ Lights-out is at 10 p.m. ■ They 
have to be back before lights-out. 
light-weight /'lait.weit/ noun, pi -weights [count] 

1 : a fighter who is in a class of boxers weighing from 125 to 
132 pounds (57 to 60 kilograms) — often used before anoth¬ 
er noun ■ a lightweight boxer - He won the lightweight title. 

2 : someone or something that does not weigh as much as 
others — usually used before another noun ■ lightweight pa¬ 
per ■ lightweight cotton/wool/silk ■ a lightweight jacket 

3 : someone or something that has little importance or pow¬ 
er ■ The members of his staff were considered lightweights. ■ 
an intellectual lightweight — often used before another noun 
■ He was dismissed as a lightweight artist. ■ They asked her 
several lightweight questions. 

light-year /'lait, ji»/ noun, pi -years 

1 [count] technical : a unit of distance equal to the distance 
that light travels in one year (about 5.88 trillion miles or 9.46 
trillion kilometers) ■ a star about 10 light-years away 

2 light-years [plural] a — used to say that someone or 
something is much better or more advanced than others ■ 
This new technology puts the company light-years ahead 
[=very far ahead] of its competitors, b — used to refer to a 
time that is or seems very far away ■ A cure for that disease is 
still probably light-years away. 

lik-able or like-able /'laikabal/a*# [more most ~]: easy 
to like : having pleasant or appealing qualities 1 Detective 
Grant is the most likeable character in the novel. ■ She seems 
like a friendly, likable young woman. 

- lik-abil-i-ty or like-abiM»ty /Jaiks'bilsti/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

1 like /'laik/ verb likes; liked; lik-ing 

1 [+ obj] a : to enjoy (something) : to get pleasure from 
(something) • My son likes baseball. ■ He likes baseball, but 
he loves football. ■ Do you like Mexican food? ■ I liked the 
movie a lot more than I thought I would. ■ She likes (it) that I 
play the guitar. = She likes the fact that I play the guitar. ■ 
She likes it when I play the guitar. [=she enjoys hearing me 
play the guitar] ■ I like it very much. = I really like it. = ( chief¬ 
ly Brit ) I quite like it. — often + -ing verb • I like playing the 
guitar. ■ He doesn’t like admitting that he was wrong. — of¬ 
ten followed by to + verb ■ I like to play the guitar. ■ He 
doesn’t like to admit that he was wrong, b : to regard 
(something) in a favorable way ■ I don’t like the idea of leav¬ 
ing my mother alone all week. [=1 don’t think that it would 
be a good idea to leave my mother alone all week] ■ I 
wouldn’t like it if you got the wrong idea. = I wouldn’t like 
you to get the wrong idea. = ( US) I wouldn’t like for you to 
get the wrong idea. [=1 don’t want you to get the wrong idea] 

2 [+ obj] : to feel affection for (someone) : to enjoy being 
with (someone) ■ I don’t know what it is about that guy, but I 
just don’t like him. ■ I think she likes you. [=1 think she is at¬ 
tracted to you] ■ They were political allies who truly/genu¬ 
inely liked each other. ■ What is it that you like or dislike 
about him most? ■ a much-liked/v/eU-liked colleague ■ She 
says she likes him as a friend but she’s not attracted to him. ■ 
My boss was a tough guy, but I liked him for his honesty. 

3 [+ obj] — used to ask about someone’s feelings or opinion 
about something ■ So how do you like sailing now that you’ve 
tried it? [=do you like or dislike sailing?] ■ “How do you like 
this weather?” “I don’t like it at all!” ■ “How do you like Mex¬ 
ican food?” “I love it!” 

4 [+ obj] a : to want to have (something) — used with 
would to make a polite suggestion, offer, or request ■ Would 
you like another cup of coffee? ■ “Would anyone like a 
drink?” "Yes, I’d like one, please.” ■ I’d like (a chance) to re¬ 
ply to the last speaker, b : to want or prefer to do some¬ 
thing ■ Would you like to go sailing? [=do you want to go sail¬ 
ing?] ■ Despite everything, I (would) still like to think that 
people are basically good. C — used in various spoken 
phrases that typically express anger or surprise ■ She left 
without saying a word to me. How would you like it if some¬ 
one ignored you that way? = How would you like being ig¬ 
nored that way? = How would you like to be ignored that 
way? l=don’t you agree that it was wrong of her to ignore me 
that way?] ■ “So she just left without saying a word. How do 
you like that?" “Incredible!” ■ (Brit) "You never listen!” “/ 
never listen? I like thatf' [=that’s not at all true/fair] ■ “You’re 
an idiot!” “ How would you like a punch in the nose?!” [=I’m 
going to punch you in the nose if you keep talking to me that 
way] ■ “He thinks he can beat you.” “ I’d (just) like to see him 
fry!” [=he can’t beat me; he would lose if he tried to beat mej 

5 [+ obj] : to choose or prefer to have (something) in a spec¬ 


ified way or condition ■ “How do you like your steaks 
cooked?" “I like my steaks medium rare.” 

6 [no obj] : to make a choice about what to do, have, etc. ■ 
You can leave any time you like. ■ “What should we do 
now?” “Whatever you like\" [=whatever you want to do] ■ We 
can stay as long as you like. {=as long as you want to stay] ■ 
There are plenty of cookies, so take as many as you like. 

7 [+ obj] : to do well in (certain conditions) ■ This plant likes 
dry soil. • My car does not like cold weather. 

if you like la — used to say that you can do something if 
you want to do it ■ Have another drink, if you like, b — 
used to agree politely to a suggestion or request ■ “Could 
we stay a little longer?" “Yes, if you like." [=if that’s what 
you want to do] 2 chiefly Brit — used to suggest a possible 
way of describing or thinking about something ■ The expe¬ 
rience was, if you like [=if you will], a glimpse of the future. 
2 like noun, pi likes [count] : something that you like, approve 
of, or enjoy — usually plural ■ my likes and dislikes 
— compare 5 LIKE 
3 lik eprep 

1 : similar to (something or someone) ■ The house looks like 
a bam. ■ Real life isn’t at all like life in the movies. = Real life 
isn’t at all like the movies. ■ It’s like when we were kids. ■ 
She’s not very (much) like her sister. ■ She’s not at all like her 
sister. ■ The baby is/looks more like his mother than his fa¬ 
ther. ■ “Who is he like?" “He’s not like anyone I’ve ever met 
before.” ■ I know I used to be selfish, but I’m not like that any 
more. [=I’m not selfish any more] — used with what in 
phrases that ask about or refer to the qualities of a person or 
thing ■ "What’s her new boyfriend like?" [=how would you 
describe her new boyfriend?] “He’s very nice.” ■ I don’t know 
what the food is like in that restaurant. [=1 don’t know if the 
food is good or bad in that restaurant] ■ I thought he was 
nice, but then I found out what he’s really like. [=1 found out 
what kind of person he really is] ■ She knows what it’s like to 
be lonely. = She knows what it feels like to be lonely. 

2 : typical of (someone) ■ It’s just like him to be late. [=he is 
often late] ■ It’s not like her to be so selfish. [=she is not usu¬ 
ally so selfish] 

3 : comparable to or close to (something) ■ It costs some¬ 
thing like five dollars. [=it costs about five dollars] ■ (chiefly 
Brit) That’s nothing like [-nowhere near, not nearly] enough 
food! ■ I thought it would only take two or three minutes, 
but it ended up taking more like half an hour. [=it took about 
half an hour] ■ There’s nothing like [=nothing better than] a 
mug of hot chocolate on a cold winter’s night. 

4 : in a way that is similar to (someone or something) ■ Quit 
acting like a fool. ■ She was screaming like a maniac. ■ We’ll 
blow it up like a balloon. ■ He was laughing like a hyena. 

5 — used to introduce an example or series of examples 1 
They studied subjects like [=such as] physics (and chemistry). 
it looks like rain — used to say that you think it is going to 

rain soon • I was going to play golf, but it looks like rain, 
just like that see 2 just 
like father, like son see ‘father 
like new see ‘new 

like so : in the manner shown — used in speech when you 
are showing someone how to do something ■ The comer of 
the cloth should be folded down, like so. 
like that 1 : of that kind ■ I love books like that. 2 : in that 
manner ■ Why does she talk like that? 
like this 1 : of this kind ■ I love weather like this. 2 : in 
this manner ■ I hate it when it rains like this, 
more like it informal — used to say that something is better 
or more pleasing ■ “I’ve done twice as much today as yes¬ 
terday!” "Well, that’s more like /f! Congratulations!” ■ It 
was a long and tiring day, but as the waiter brought me my 
dinner, I thought to myself, "Well, this is more like it." 

4 like adj : having the same or similar qualities * All three sis¬ 
ters have like [=(more commonly) similar] dispositions. 

5 like noun, pi likes [count] : a person or thing that is similar to 
another person or thing 1 We may never see his like again. 
[=we may never see another person who is like him again] ■ It 
was a beautiful sunset. I’ve never seen the like before.; also 
: a group of similar people or things ■ He and his like [=type] 
tend to scare people away from the cause. ■ comparing like 
with like [=comparing similar people or things] 
and the like : and others of a similar kind : and so forth ■ 
They told stories about ghosts and vampires and the like, 
the likes of also the like of 1 ; such people as ■ She has 
read the complete works of many great writers, including 
the likes of Jane Austen and Robert Browning. 2 disap¬ 
proving : such a person as ■ We have no use for the likes of 
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you. 3 : the kind or sort of ■ It was a beautiful sunset, the 
likes of which I’ve never seen before. [=I’ve never seen such 
a beautiful sunset before] 

- compare 2 like 

6 like adv 

as like as not or like as not : probably ■ Like os not the 
crime will never be solved. 

usage Like has many uses in informal speech, especially 
in the speech of young people. It is commonly used to 
emphasize a word or phrase. ■ He was, like, gorgeous. • 

(< chiefly Brit ) He was gorgeous, like. It is used in a way 
that shows you are not sure or confident about what you 
are saying. ■ I need to, like, borrow money. ■ Her father 
is, like, a scientist or something. ■ I think it costs, like, 20 
dollars. In very informal speech in U.S. English, it is used 
with the verb be to say what someone thinks, says, etc. ■ 
She was telling me what to do and I was like [=1 was 
thinking], “Mind your own business.” ■ She was like , 
“Are you sure you want to do this?” and I was like “Yeah, 
why not?” [=she said, “Are you sure you want to do 
this?” and I said, “Yeah, why not?”] • He’s always criticiz¬ 
ing everyone but it’s like, “Who cares what he thinks?” 
[=he’s always criticizing everyone but no one cares what 
he thinks] 

7 like conj, informal 

1 a : the way it would be if ■ The plane looked like [=as if\ it 
would crash. ■ It seemed like [ =as if\ he’d never been away, 
b : the way someone would do if ■ She acts like [=as if] she’s 
better than us. 

2 : the same as : as * You sound just like [-the way ] he does. • 
Does it look like [-the way, as] it did when you began? ■ Does 
it look now like (it did) before? [=does it look now as it did 
before?] ■ Real life is not like [=as, the way ] it is in the movies. 

• Real life isn’t at all like [-the way] the movies are. ■ Like I 
said [=as 1 said] before, you’ve got to try harder. 

3 : in the way or manner that • I did it like [-the way, just as] 
you told me. 

4 : such as ■ a bag like a doctor carries [=a bag like the kind 
of bag that a doctor carries] ■ The book tells you what to do 
when your car has trouble— like when it won’t start. [=as, for 
example, when it won’t start] 

usage The use of like as a conjunction is regarded by some 
people as an error. It occurs mainly in speech and informal 
writing. 

-like /ilaik/ adj combining form 

1 : similar to or resembling • a large, apelike man 

2 : like that or those of ■ lady like steps ■ child like innocence • 
a homelike atmosphere 

likeable variant spelling of likable 

like-li-hood /'laikli.hud/ noun : the chance that something 
will happen [noncount] A poor diet increases the likelihood 
of (developing) serious health problems. [=a poor diet makes 
it more likely that you will develop serious health problems] 
■ There is no likelihood of that happening. [=there is no 
chance of that happening] ■ There is every likelihood that he 
will be reelected. [=he will almost certainly be reelected] • In 
all likelihood it will rain tomorrow. [=it is very likely that it 
will rain tomorrow] [singular] There is a strong likelihood 
that he will be reelected. 

1 Mke*ly /'laikli/ adj like-li-er; -est [or more most ~] 

1 — used to indicate the chance that something will happen 

• The car is likely to break down soon. = It’s likely that the car 
will break down soon. [=there is a good chance that the car 
will break down soon] ■ It is/seems highly/very likely that it 
will rain tomorrow. ■ She doesn’t seem likely to get the job. ■ 
She may get the job, but it isn’t likely. ■ “Will she get the 
job?” “ Not likely." [=she probably will not get the job] • It’s 
more than likely [=very probable] that this problem will oc¬ 
cur again. 

2 : seeming to be true : believable ■ That seems to be the 
most likely explanation. The phrase a likely story is often 
used in an informal way to say that you do not believe what 
someone has said. ■ He says he bought all that chocolate for 
his daughter, not himself. A likely storyi 

3 always used before a noun : seeming to be right or suited 
for a purpose • This looks like a likely spot for a picnic. ■ 
They regard him as a likely candidate for the job. 

— Iike-li*ness noun [noncount] 

2 likely adv [more most ~] : without much doubt: proba¬ 
bly ■ He’ll very likely be late. ■ It will most likely rain tomor¬ 
row. [=it will probably rain tomorrow] ■ “Will it rain tomor¬ 


row?” “ Most likely." • She will more than likely not get the 
job. [=she will very probably not get the job] 

usage In U.S. English, the adverb likely is often used by it¬ 
self without most, quite, very, etc. ■ He will likely [= proba¬ 
bly ] be late. • It will likely rain tomorrow. This use of likely 
has sometimes been criticized, but it is very common. It 
does not occur in highly formal writing. 

like*ly-look*ing /'laikli'lukio/ adj like*li«er-look«ing; 
like-li-est—look-ing [or more most ~] : seeming to be 
right or suited for a purpose : LIKELY ■ This is a likely- 
looking spot for a picnic. 

like-mind-ed /'laik'maindad/ adj : having similar opinions 
and interests ■ He joined a local activists’ group, hoping to 
meet like-minded people. [=people who shared his opinions] 

— like—mind>ed*ness noun [noncount] 
lik*en /'laikan/ verb -ens; -ened; -erving 

liken to [phrasal verb] liken (someone or something) to 
(someone or something) : to describe (someone or some¬ 
thing) as similar to (someone or something else) • Some 
critics have likened [= compared] his writing to Faulkner’s. • 
She likened her trip to a pilgrimage. 

Iike*ness /'laiknas/ noun, pi -ness-es 

1 [count] : a picture of a person : portrait ■ a stamp bear¬ 
ing the likeness of a president • The painting is a good like¬ 
ness of her. [=the painting looks very much like her] 

2 : the quality or state of being alike or similar especially in 
appearance [noncount] People always remarked on h\s like¬ 
ness [= resemblance ] to his late father. ■ There’s some likeness 
between them, [count] There’s an uncanny likeness between 
them. ■ In comparing the two documents, researchers have 
noted some surprising likenesses, [^similarities] 

I ike* Wise /Maik,waiz/ adv 

1 : in the same way ■ All of your classmates have begun their 
projects, and you should do likewise. [=you should also begin 
your project] 

2 : in addition : also • an acclaimed painter who is likewise 
a sculptor — often used to introduce a statement that adds 
to and is related to a previous statement ■ They said that 
homelessness was increasing. Likewise, unemployment was 
up. 

3 — used in informal speech to say that you share the feel¬ 
ings that someone else has just expressed ■ “I’m pleased to 
meet you.” "Likewise." [=I’m also pleased to meet you] 

lik*ing /'laikii]/ noun [singular] : the feeling of liking or en¬ 
joying something or someone • The colors are too bright for 
my liking. [=1 like colors that are less bright] — usually + for • 
He has a (strong) liking for spicy foods. [=he likes spicy 
foods] ■ She has a liking for loud music. • She never showed 
any liking for him. 

take a liking to : to begin to like (someone or something) • 
He took a liking to his new neighbor. • She took an immedi¬ 
ate liking to sailing when she tried it for the first time. 
to someone’s liking : appealing or enjoyable to someone • 
She reads poetry, but fiction is much more to her liking. 

I Mac /'lai,l£ek, Brit 'laitek/ noun, pi -lacs 

1 [count] : a type of bush with purple or white flowers that 
bloom in the spring 

2 [noncount] : a light purple color — see color picture on 
page C3 

lilt /'lilt/ noun [singular] : the attractive quality of speech or 
music that rises and falls in a pleasing pattern ■ There was a 
charming lilt to her voice. ■ a tune with a lilt 

— lilt-ing /'liltuj/ adj [more most ~] ■ a lilting melody • a 
lilting voice ■ the lilting rhythms of her speech — lilt-ing-ly 
adv 

lily /'lili/ noun, pi lil-ies [count] : a type of plant that has 
large white or colorful bell-shaped flowers; also : the flower 

— see color picture on page C6; see also water lily 
gild the lily see gild 

lily—liv«ered /'hli'liva’d/ adj [more most ~] informal + 
old-fashioned : lacking courage : cowardly ■ He considers 
his political enemies a bunch of lily-livered hypocrites. 

lily of the valley noun, pi lilies of the valley [count] : a 
small plant that produces small white flowers shaped like lit¬ 
tle bells 

lily pad noun, pi ~ pads [count] : a large, floating leaf of a 
plant (called a water lily) that grows in the water of a pond 
or pool 

lily-white /'hii'wait/ adj 

1 : very white ■ a lily-white wedding dress ■ lily-white skin 

2 [more most —] : completely without fault or blame 
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: morally pure ■ She’s not as lily-white as you might think. 

3 chiefly US, disapproving : consisting entirely or mostly of 
white people ■ He grew up in a lily-white suburb in the Mid¬ 
west. ■ a TV show with a lily-white cast 
li-ma bean /'laima-, Brit 'liima-/ noun, pi ~ beans [count\ 

: a type of flat and pale green or white bean 
limb /'lim/ noun, pi limbs [count] 

1 : a leg or arm ■ Many soldiers died in the battle, and many 
lost limbs. ■ an artificial limb ■ a dog with an injured limb 

2 : a large branch of a tree ■ They tied a rope to one of the 
limbs of the maple tree. — see color picture on page C6 
out on a limb : in or into a risky or dangerous position or 

situation • She went out on a limb to help you. [=she took a 
chance; she did something that meant she could be criti¬ 
cized or harmed in some way] * If you try to oppose the 
boss yourself, you’re likely to get caught out on a limb, 
risk life and limb see j life 

tear (someone) limb from limb : to attack or kill (some¬ 
one) in a very violent way ■ The angry mob would have 
tom him limb from limb if the police hadn’t protected him. 

— limbed /'limd/ adj — used in combination ■ a strong- 
limbed young man [=a young man with strong arms and 
legs] 

1 lim«ber/'limba j adj : bending easily : flexible — used of 
people or their bodies ■ a limber gymnast ■ Yoga requires a 
limber body. 

2 limber verb -bers; -bered; -ber-ing 

limber up [phrasal verb ] : to prepare for physical activity by 
doing exercises so that your body can move and bend 
more easily ■ She limbered up for a few minutes before 
starting to run. — sometimes used figuratively ■ She lim¬ 
bered up for the election by learning the relevant statistics. 

1 lim*bo or Lim*bo /'limbou/ noun [singular] in the Roman 
Catholic religion : a place where the souls of people who 
have not been baptized go after death 

in limbo 1 : in a forgotten or ignored place, state, or situa¬ 
tion ■ orphaned children left in limbo in foster homes and 
institutions 2 : in an uncertain or undecided state or con¬ 
dition ■ After graduating from college, he was in limbo for 
a while, trying to decide what to do next. 

— compare 2 limbo 

2 Nmbo noun [noncount] : a dance or contest in which you 
have to bend backward and go under a bar which is lowered 
further after each time you go under it * do/dance the limbo ■ 
a limbo dancer — compare 1 limbo 
1 lime /'laim/ noun, pi limes 

1 : a small green fruit that is related to the lemon and orange 
and has a sour taste [count] The recipe calls for the juice of 
two limes, [noncount] a slice of lime — often used before 
another noun ■ lime juice ■ lime trees — see color picture on 
page C5 

2 [noncount] : lime green 

— compare 2 lime, 3 lime 

2 lime noun [noncount] : a white substance that is made by 
heating limestone or shells and that is used in various prod¬ 
ucts (such as plaster and cement) and in farming ■ He spread 
lime over the garden to make the soil less acidic. — compare 

1 LIME, 3 LIME 

— lime /'laim/ verb limes; limed; lim*ing [+ obj] • lime a 
garden [^spread lime on a garden] 

3 lime noun, pi limes [count] chiefly Brit: a type of European 
tree : linden —compare *lime, 2 lime 
lime green noun [noncount] : a bright, light yellowish-green 
color — see color picture on page C2 

— lime—green adj ■ wearing a lime-green shirt 
lime-light /'laim.lait/ noun 

the limelight : public attention or notice thought of as a 
bright light that shines on someone ■ She is a very private 
woman who never sought the limelight. [=who has never 
sought to be famous] ■ She has shunned the limelight. ■ 
When his new book caused an unexpected controversy, he 
was thrust into the limelight once again. [=he was given a 
lot of unwanted public attention] ■ an actor who is used to 
being in the limelight • He doesn’t like having to share the 
limelight with other actors. ■ He’s always trying to grabt 
steal the limelight from other actors. 

Iim*er*ick /'limarik/ noun, pi -icks [count] : a humorous 
rhyming poem of five lines 

lime-stone /'laim,stoun/ noun [noncount] : a type of white 
stone that is commonly used in building 
lim-ey /'laimi/ noun, pi -eys [count] US, informal + old- 
fashioned : a British person -<* Limey can be an insulting 


word but it is now usually used in a joking way. 

1 lim-it /'hmat/ noun, pi -its [count] 

1 : a point beyond which it is not possible to go ■ He has 
reached the limit of his endurance. • In training, she pushed 
her body to its physical limits. ■ He tries to be creative within 
the limits of conventional journalism. ■ Space travel tests the 
(outer) limits of human capabilities. ■ It’s important to exer¬ 
cise, but you need to know your limits. [=you need to know 
how much you are able to do] ■ I’m trying to be patient with 
him, but I’ve just about reached my limit [=reached the 
point where I can no longer be patient] ■ There are limits to 
what I can put up with from him! ■ There’s no limit to what 
we can accomplish [=we can accomplish anything] if we 
work hard enough. ■ There seems to be no limit to his enthu¬ 
siasm. = His enthusiasm seems to know no limit(s). 

2 : a point beyond which someone is not allowed to go • Par¬ 
ents need to set limits for their children. = Parents need to 
set/place/impose limits on (the behavior of) their children. ■ 
They must not go beyond these limits. - They must not ex¬ 
ceed these limits. 

3 : an amount or number that is the highest or lowest al¬ 
lowed ■ Two drinks is my limit. [=1 stop after having two 
drinks] ■ When you take the test, you’ll have a time limit 
[=you will have to complete the test within a certain amount 
of time] ■ The lower age limit for voting is 18. [=you cannot 
vote unless you are at least 18 years old] — see also off- 
limits, SPEED LIMIT 

4 : an area or line that is at the outer edge of something — 
usually plural ■ There are three high schools within the city 
limits. [=within the city] ■ They ventured far beyond the lim¬ 
its of civilization. ■ at the outer limits of the solar system 
over the limit Brit: having more alcohol in the blood than is 

legally allowed for someone who is driving ■ He was arrest¬ 
ed for driving over the limit. 

the limit informal + old-fashioned : a very annoying or upset¬ 
ting person or thing ■ He keeps forgetting his wife’s birth¬ 
day: he really is the limitl [-too much] ■ He forgot his wife’s 
birthday again. Isn’t that the limit ! 
the sky’s the limit — used to say that there are no limits 
and that anything is possible ■ You can achieve anything if 
you really want to. The sky’s the limit, 
to the limit : to the greatest possible point: as much as pos¬ 
sible • Our resources have been stretched to the limit. [=we 
have used all of our resources] ■ My schedule is filled to the 
limit. [=my schedule is completely filled] 
within limits : without going beyond what is considered rea¬ 
sonable or allowable ■ They told us that we could do what¬ 
ever we liked, within (certain) limits, 
without limit : without being controlled or stopped : with¬ 
out being limited ■ allowing costs to increase without limit 
2 limit verb -its; -it*ed; -it-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to stop or prevent an increase in (something) ■ We need 
to find ways to limit expenses. : to keep (something) from 
becoming greater ■ He tried to limit the damage to his repu¬ 
tation by blaming other people. ■ A factor limiting our coun¬ 
try’s economic performance is its lack of resources. ■ His po¬ 
litical enemies have tried to limit [= restrict ] his power. 

2 : to prevent (something) from being larger, longer, more, 
etc. : to place a limit on the size or extent of (something) ■ 
The hospital limits [restricts] visits to 30 minutes. ■ Our lack 
of money limits our options. — often used (be) limited to ■ 
Visits are limited to 30 minutes. [=visits must not be longer 
than 30 minutes] ■ The damage from the fire was limited to 
the rear of the building. [=only the rear of the building was 
damaged by the fire] 

3 : to stop (someone) from having or doing more : to place a 
limit on (someone) ■ Our lack of money limits [= restricts ] us 
to fewer options. ■ Because of our lack of money, we have to 
limit ourselves to fewer options. — often used as (be) limited 
to ■ Guests are limited to visits of no longer than 30 minutes. ■ 
We are limited to fewer options by our lack of money. 

lim-i-ta-tion Alima'tei/an/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : the act of controlling the size or extent of 
something : the act of limiting something • a law aimed at 
the limitation of federal power 

2 [count] : something that controls how much of something 
is possible or allowed ■ They have placed a limitation on the 
amount of time we have available. — often plural ■ There 
are strict limitations on the uses of these funds. ■ We’d like to 
include more material, but space limitations make that im¬ 
possible. 

3 [count] : something (such as a lack of ability or strength) 
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that controls what a person is able to do ■ He knows his lim¬ 
itations. ■ physical limitations 
damage limitation see 'damage 
lim-it-ed /Mimatad/ adj [more most ~] : not high or great 
in number, amount, etc. ■ Only a limited number of students 
will be allowed in the class. ■ Our country has very limited re¬ 
sources. = Our country is very limited in its resources. ■ Peo¬ 
ple with limited incomes are hit particularly hard by infla¬ 
tion. ■ The company has had limited success. ■ Her language 
skills are somewhat limited. [=are not very highly developed] 
■ This offer is available for only a limited time. [=for only a 
short time] 

limited edition noun, pi ~~ -tions [count] : a special book, 
picture, medal, etc., for which only a small number of copies 
are produced and sold 

lim-it*ing /Mimatirj/ adj [more most ~]: placing a limit on 
what is possible or allowed ■ A limiting factor on our coun¬ 
try’s economic performance is its lack of resources. ■ As a 
writer, I find the drama genre to be very limiting. 
Iim*it-less /Mimatlas/ adj : very great or large : having no 
limit ■ limitless possibilities ■ a seemingly limitless supply of 
material 

limo /'hmoo/ noun, pi lim»os [count] informal : limousine 
lim-OU-sine Ahma'ziin/ noun, pi -sines [count] 

1 : a very large and comfortable car usually driven by a pro¬ 
fessional driver (called a chauffeur) ■ The bride and groom 
rode in a limousine from the church to the reception hall. 

— see picture at car 

2 chiefly US : a vehicle (such as a bus or van) that carries 
passengers to and from an airport 

1 limp /'limp/ verb limps; limped; limp.ing [no obi] 

1 : to walk in a slow and awkward way because of an injury 
to a leg or foot ■ The injured player limped off the court. ■ 
The dog was limping slightly. 

2 : to go or continue slowly or with difficulty ■ The damaged 
ship limped back to port. ■ The company has somehow man¬ 
aged to limp along despite the bad economy. 

2 limp noun, pi limps [count] : a slow and awkward way of 
walking caused by an injury to a leg or foot ■ We noticed that 
the dog was walking with a slight limp. ■ a noticeable/pro¬ 
nounced limp 

3 limp adj [more most ] 

1 : having an unpleasantly soft or weak quality : not firm or 
stiff ■ He gave me a very limp handshake. ■ This plant isn’t 
doing well—look how limp the leaves are. ■ Her hair hung 
limp around her shoulders. ■ I suddenly went limp and col¬ 
lapsed on the floor. 

2 : feeling very tired ■ He was limp with fatigue. 

- lirnpdy adv ■ He let his hand hang limply off the couch. ■ 
Her hair hung limply around her shoulders. — limp»ness 
noun [noncount] 

lim*pet /Mimpat/ noun, pi -pets [count] : a type of ocean an¬ 
imal that has a shell and that is able to attach itself to things 
(such as rocks) very tightly 
linvpid /Mimpad I adj [more most ~] literary 

1 : perfectly clear : transparent ■ the limpid waters of the 
stream ■ limpid eyes 

2 : clear and simple in style ■ limpid prose 

linch*pin also lynctvpin /Mmtf,pm/ noun, pi -pins [count] 
: a person or thing that holds something together : the most 
important part of a complex situation or system * This wit¬ 
ness is the linchpin of the defense’s case, 
liri'den /Mindan/ noun, pi -dens [count] : a type of tree that 
has large heart-shaped leaves and yellowish flowers — called 
also ( chiefly Brit) lime 
1 line /Mam/ noun, pi lines 

TJcount] a : a long narrow mark on a surface ■ I drew a 
straight line down the page to separate the two lists. ■ a 
curved line ■ Cut the paper along the dotted line. ■ a horizon¬ 
tal/vertical/diagonal line b : a mark on the ground that 
shows the edge of the playing area in a sport ■ a tennis serve 
that was over the line — see also finish line, foul line, 

GOAL LINE, STARTING LINE 

2 [count] : an area or border that separates two places ■ prop¬ 
erty lines ■ After three hours on the road, they finally crossed 
the state line. • the town line — often used figuratively ■ They 
have overstepped the line of good taste, [-they have shown 
poor taste in their actions] ■ The community is divided along 
racial line s. [=people of different races do not like or agree 
with each other] ■ Their behavior has crossed the line. 
[=their behavior goes beyond what is acceptable] ■ There’s 
sometimes only a very fine line [=a very small difference] be¬ 


tween genius and madness. — see also borderline, divid¬ 
ing LINE, INTERNATIONAL DATE LINE, POVERTY LINE 

3 [count] a : a group of people or things that are next to 
each other in a row ■ The soldiers formed a line. = The sol¬ 
diers got into a line. ■ Their yards were separated by a line of 
trees, b US : a group of people, vehicles, etc., that are in 
front of and behind each other in a row while they wait to 
move forward ■ The line [=(chiefly Brit) queue] of fans moved 
slowly toward the box office. ■ Everybody had to get in line 
and wait their turn. ■ The people were waiting/standing in 
line In most areas of the U.S., it is usual to say that people 
are (waiting/standing) in line for something. ■ We waited in 
line for more than an hour to get tickets. In some areas, espe¬ 
cially in and near New York City, on line is used instead. ■ We 
waited on line for more than an hour. 

4 [count] : the outline of a figure, body, or surface — often 
plural ■ the car’s sleek lines ■ the lines of a coat ■ a dress with 
figure-hugging lines 

5 [count] : a long and thin rope, string, etc. ■ a fishing line • 
We hung the wet clothes on the line. [= clothesline ] 

6 [count] a : a pipe for carrying something (such as steam, 
water, or oil) ■ There was a break in the water line. — see 
also pipeline b : a wire or set of wires that carries electric¬ 
ity or a telephone signal ■ During the storm, several power 
lines were knocked down. ■ a telephone line 

7 [count] : a telephone connection ■ I’m sorry, the line is 
busy/engaged. ■ The line suddenly went dead. ■ All of our 
lines are currently busy. Please hold. ■ There’s a call for you 
on line 2. ■ Please hold the line. [=please do not hang up the 
phone] ■ Mr. Smith is on the line. [=Mr. Smith has called and 
is waiting to speak with you on the telephone] ■ The supervi¬ 
sor got on the line [=got on the phone] and explained the 
problem. 1 1 wasn’t able to get him on the line . 

8 a [count] : a row of words, letters, numbers, or symbols 
written across a page ■ To save space, we’ll cut out the last 
few lines of the article. ■ a line of poetry ■ making adjust¬ 
ments to line spacing [=to the amount of space between 
lines]; also : a space on a page where such a line could be 
placed ■ a blank line b lines [plural] : the words that an ac¬ 
tor speaks in a play, movie, etc. ■ All of the actors should 
have their lines memorized by next Friday. ■ She fluffed 
some of her lines but delivered others well. C [count] : a 
short note or message ■ Drop me a line [=send me a brief 
message] while you’re away, d [count]: a spoken or written 
comment ■ He always comes up with a funny/clever line to 
help people relax when the situation is tense. ■ He didn’t real¬ 
ly answer my question—he just handed/gave me some line 
about how hard it can be to deal with these issues. ■ a sales¬ 
man with a smooth line [=a smooth way of talking] ■ (US) a 
guy with a clever pickup line = (Brit) a guy with a clever chat- 
up line [=a comment made by a man to start a conversation 
with a woman he is attracted to] 

9 [count] : a wrinkle on a person’s skin ■ the deep lines on his 
face • I noticed the fine lines around her eyes when she 
smiled. ■ a worry line [=a wrinkle on a person’s face caused 
by worrying] 

10 [count] : the path along which something moves or is di¬ 
rected ■ a bullet’s line of flight ■ Some civilians got caught in 
the line of fire. [=they were in the place where bullets were 
being shot] ■ She was standing right in my line of sight/vision. 
[=she was standing right where I was looking] 

11 [count] : a railroad track ■ The train was stopped because 
a tree had fallen across the line. 

12 [count] : production line ■ They had to shut down the 
line when one of the machines broke down. 

13 a [singular] : a series of similar things ■ This is just the lat¬ 
est in a long line of problems, b [count] : the people in a 
family : the series of people who are born in a family as 
years pass ■ She comes from a long line of farmers. [=there 
have been many farmers in her family in the past] ■ He 
claims that he is descended from a royal line. 

14 [count] a : a way of behaving, thinking, etc. ■ He took a 
firm line with his son. [=he treated his son in a firm way] ■ I 
don’t follow your line of reasoning. [=1 don’t understand the 
reasoning behind what you are saying] ■ The police are pur¬ 
suing a new line of inquiry/investigation. ■ Our current meth¬ 
od isn’t working. We need to try a different line of attack. 
— see also hard line b : an official or public position or 
opinion ■ He is a politician who has always adhered closely to 
the party line on just about everything. [=who has always 
supported the position taken by his political party] 

15 [count] : an area of activity or interest ■ She got a job in 
the retail line. ■ That kind of thing isn’t really in my line. 
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[=that kind of thing doesn’t really interest me] ■ He’s in a 
dangerous line of work. [=he has a dangerous job] ■ I don’t 
know what line of business she’s in. ■ a soldier/policeman/ 
fireman who was killed in the line of duty [=was killed while 
doing his job] 

16 [count] : the position of military forces who are facing the 
enemy ■ The enemy soldiers broke through the line. ■ a secret 
mission behind enemy lines [=a secret mission in an area 
controlled by the enemy] — see also front line 

17 [count] : a group of related products that are sold by one 
company ■ a line of clothing = a clothing line • The company 
is coming out with a new product line. 

18 [count] a : a system used for moving people or things 
from one place to another ■ a bus line ■ a steamship line ■ mil¬ 
itary supply lines’, also : a company that owns or controls 
such a system ■ He owns a trucking line. — see also airline 
b : a system that allows people to share information ■ We 
need to keep the lines of communication open. 

19 lines [plural] — used in phrases like along the lines of to 
refer to something that is similar or close to the thing being 
mentioned ■ We need something along the lines of a small 
cart. = We need a small cart or something along those/similar 
lines. [=we need a small cart or something like that] ■ He said 
he was too busy to help, or something along those lines. 

20 [count] American football a : line of scrimmage b 
: the players who are positioned on the line of scrimmage ■ 
the defensive/offensive line 

21 [count] : an amount of an illegal drug (such as cocaine) 
that is arranged in a thin line so that it can be breathed into 
the nose through a straw ■ a line of cocaine 

along the line informal : during a process or series of events 
■ He seems to have lost his interest in music somewhere 
along the line. [=at some time in the past] 
cross the line see 2 cross 

down the line informal : in the future ■ If you don’t finish 
school, you’ll regret it down the line. * We’ll have to correct 
these problems further down the line, 
draw a/the line 1 : to see or understand the difference be¬ 
tween things ■ Where do you draw the line between what is 
good and bad art? ■ It is sometimes hard to draw a line be¬ 
tween right and wrong. 2 : to refuse to do or allow some¬ 
thing : to set a limit — usually + at ■ We couldn’t invite ev¬ 
eryone so we drew the line at immediate family members 
only. ■ He helps me out a lot but draws the line at cleaning 
the bathroom. 
fall in/into line see 'fall 

get/have a line on US, informal : to get or have information 
about (someone or something that you are trying to find) ■ 
Have the police managed to get a line on any of the sus¬ 
pects? ■ She says she has a line on a new car. 
hold the line : to not allow any more changes or increases 
— usually + against or on ■ We need to hold the line against 
further expansion into our territory. ■ The President has 
vowed to hold the line on tax increases. [=to not allow fur¬ 
ther tax increases] — see also 'line 7 (above) 
hook, line, and sinker see 'hook 

in line 1 — used to say that someone should get something 
or is likely to get something ■ He’s in line for a promotion. 
= He’s in line to get a promotion. [=he is going to be given a 
promotion] 2 — used to refer to a person or thing that 
follows or could follow another person or thing ■ The Vice 
President is first in line to succeed the President. 3 : doing 
what other people want or expect: in a state of agreement 
or cooperation ■ He says he’ll cooperate, but I don’t know 
how much longer we can keep him in line. — see also 
'line 3b (above) 

in line with : in agreement with ■ The new policy is in line 
with the plans that were discussed last year. ■ My thinking 
is in line with yours. [=my thinking agrees with yours] ■ The 
red one is more in line with what I had in mind. [=is more 
like what 1 had in mind] 

into line : into a state of agreement or cooperation ■ It was 
difficult to get/bring everyone into line. [=to get everyone 
to agree] 

lay it on the line informal : to speak very honestly and di¬ 
rectly to someone ■ Let me lay it on the line (to/for you): if 
your work doesn’t improve, you’ll be fired. 
on line : in or into operation ■ The new system will be com¬ 
ing on line next month. = The new system will be brought 
on line next month. [=the new system will begin working 
next month] — see also 'line 3b (above), online 
on the line : in danger of being lost or harmed : at risk ■ I 
have to finish this report by tomorrow. My job is on the 


line. [=1 will lose my job if I don’t finish this report by to¬ 
morrow] ■ The champ’s title is on the line in this fight. [=he 
will lose the title if he loses the fight] ■ He put/laid his life 
on the line [=he risked his life] for his family. 
out of line informal : beyond what is reasonable or allow¬ 
able : not right or appropriate ■ Your behavior is out of 
line. ■ These prices are way out of line with what other 
stores are charging. ■ I can’t believe that guy was so rude to 
you! He was really/way out of line. — see also step out of 
line at 2 step 

read between the lines see 'read 

take/follow the line of least resistance see resistance 

the end of the line see 'end 

toe the line see 2 toe 

- see also boitom line, story line 
2 line verb lines; lined; linking 

T"[+ obj] : to place or form a line along (something, such as a 
hallway, building, or street) ■ Students lined the hall, waiting 
to register for classes. ■ Shops line the street. = The street is 
lined with shops. [=there is a line of shops along the street] ■ a 
street lined with trees = a tree-lined street — see also lined 
2 baseball : to hit a line drive [no obj] He lined to center 
field. ■ He lined out to the shortstop. [=he hit a line drive that 
was caught by the shortstop for an out] [+ obj] She lined a 
single to left field. [=she hit a line drive into left field for a 
single] 

line up [phrasal verb] 1 : to form a line ■ The soldiers lined 
up for inspection. ■ (US) People lined up [=(chiefly Brit) 
queued up] at the theater waiting to buy tickets. 2 line 
(people or things) up or line up (people or things) : to put 
(people or things) into a line ■ The teacher lined up the chil¬ 
dren. ■ The soldiers were lined up for inspection. ■ The 
storekeeper carefully lined up the cans on the shelf. ■ (US) 
People were lined up [-(chiefly Brit) queued up] at the the¬ 
ater waiting to buy tickets. 3 line (things) up or line up 
(things) : to place (things) so that their edges form a 
straight line : align ■ line up (the edges of) two pieces of 
paper 4 line (something) up or line up (something) : to 
succeed in getting (something) ■ He has been trying to line 
up support for his proposal. ■ She managed to line up a 
summer job. 

— compare 3 line 

3 line verb lines; lined; linking [+ obj] : to cover the inner sur¬ 
face of (something) ■ I lined the box with paper. ■ Tapestries 
lined the walls. ■ Her gloves were lined with fur. ■ Books lined 
the walls of the study. = The study was lined with books. 

— see also lined, lining 

line your pockets informal : to take or get a lot of money 
by doing something illegal or dishonest ■ corrupt officials 
who have been lining their pockets at the public’s expense 
[=have been stealing public money] 

- compare 2 line 

lin*e*age /'linijicfe/ noun, pi -ag-es [count, noncount] : the 
people who were in someone’s family in past times ■ a person 
of unknown lineage [= ancestry , descent] 

Nn*e*al /'hnijal I adj : having a direct family relationship : re¬ 
lated by a direct series of parents and children ■ He claims 
that he is a lineal descendent of a famous military hero. ■ a 
lineal ancestor 

- lin-eaMy adv 

lin*e*a*mentS /'linijamants/ noun [plural] formal + literary 
: the features of a person’s body or face — sometimes used 
figuratively ■ the lineaments [= features ] of his personality • 
describing the lineaments of the problem 

lin-e-ar /'hnijay adj 

1 [more most ~] a : formed by lines : made up of lines ■ 
a linear design b : forming a line : straight ■ a flat, almost 
linear horizon 

2 : of or relating to the length of something ■ linear measure¬ 
ments 

3 [more most ■—] : going from one thing to the next thing 
in a direct and logical way ■ a linear narrative ■ linear pat¬ 
terns of thought 

— Iin*e*ar-i-ty /ihni'erati/ noun [noncount] • the linearity of 
the narrative — lin*e*ar*ly adv • thinking linearly 

Mne*back*er /'lai^bsek^/ noun, pi -ers [count] American 
football : a player on the defending team whose usual posi¬ 
tion is a short distance in back of the line of scrimmage 

lined /'laind /adj 

1 : marked with lines ■ a sheet of lined paper 

2 : having many wrinkles ■ a deeply lined face ■ lined skin 

3 of clothing : having a thin layer of different material on the 




line dance • link 


952 


inner surface : having a lining ■ a lined jacket ■ a lined skirt 
line dance noun, pi ■— 1 dances [count] : a dance done by a 
group of people who stand next to each other in a line and 
who all perform the same movements 

- line dancer noun, pi ~ -ers [count] - line dancing 

noun [noncount] 

line drawing noun, pi ~ -ings [count] : a drawing made 
only with lines 

line drive noun, pi ~ drives [count] baseball : a ball that is 
hit by the batter and goes in a nearly straight line not far 
above the ground ■ He hit a hard/soft line drive to the short¬ 
stop. 

line—item veto noun [singular] US : a power that allows a 
president, governor, etc., to officially reject specific parts of 
a proposed bill without rejecting the entire bill 
line-man /'lainman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] 

1 American football : a player whose position is on the line of 
scrimmage ■ a defensive lineman ■ an offensive lineman 

2 US : a person whose job is to set up and repair power lines 
or telephone lines 

lin-en /'hnan/ noun, pi -ens 

1 [noncount] : a smooth, strong cloth made from flax ■ a lin¬ 
en tablecloth 

2 : tablecloths, sheets, etc., made of linen or a similar cloth 
[noncount] She washes the linen every week. » (US) a linen 
closet = (Brit) a linen cupboard [plural] linens , blankets, and 
towels — see also bed linens, table linen 

line of credit noun, pi lines of credit [count] : an amount 
of money that a person is allowed to borrow ■ a line of credit 
of up to $100,000 — called also credit line 
line of Scrimmage noun [singular] American football : an 
imaginary line that goes across the field at the place where 
the football is put before each play begins 
1 lin-er /'laina/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a large ship used for carrying passengers ■ an ocean liner • 

1 took a cruise on a luxury liner. ■ a cruise/passenger liner 

2 baseball: LINE drive ■ He hit a liner to the first baseman. 

- compare 2 liner; see also airliner, eyeliner 

2 liner noun, pi -ers [count] : something that covers the inner 
surface of another thing ■ the liner of a jacket ■ We had to re¬ 
place the swimming pool liner. • The thermos has an alumi¬ 
num liner. — compare ’liner 

liner notes noun [plural] chiefly US : information about a 
record, CD, or tape that is printed on its cover or on a piece 
of paper placed inside its cover — called also (Brit) sleeve 
notes 

lines-man /'lainzman/ noun, pi -men [count]: an official in 
a sport such as football, tennis, or hockey who decides if a 
ball, puck, or player has gone out of the proper playing area 
line-up /'lain.Ap/ noun, pi -ups [count] 

1 a : a list of the players who are playing in a game (such as 
baseball) ■ The manager has made some changes to the start¬ 
ing lineup. [=the list of players who are playing when the 
game begins] b : the players on such a list ■ The team has a 
powerful lineup. 

2 a : a group of people who are going to perform at an event 
■ the show’s star-studded lineup (of performers) b : a group 
of television programs that are shown one after another • to¬ 
night’s lineup of shows ■ The networks all had different line¬ 
ups for the new season. 

3 US : a line of people who stand next to each other while 
someone tries to identify one of them as the person who has 
committed a crime ■ She was asked to pick her attacker out 
of a lineup. — called also (Brit) identification parade, (Brit) 
identity parade 

-ling /lirj/ noun suffix 

1 : one connected with or having the quality of ■ nest/mg ■ 
earthling ■ weakling 

2 : young, small, or minor one ■ duck/mg 

lin-ger fhijgaj verb -gers; -gered; -ger-ing [no obj] 

1 : to stay somewhere beyond the usual or expected time ■ 
The tourists didn’t linger very long. ■ She lingered at the art 
exhibit. ■ He lingered in bed and missed breakfast. ■ They lin¬ 
gered over coffee after dinner. 

2 a : to continue to exist as time passes ■ The heat lingered 
long after the sun had gone down. ■ The smell of her per¬ 
fume lingered. ■ The idea lingered in their minds. — often + 
on ■ His unhappiness/resentment lingered on. • The rain lin¬ 
gered on for days, b : to remain alive while becoming weak¬ 
er — usually + on ■ He was very ill, but he lingered on for sev¬ 
eral more months. 

- lin.ger-er /'hggaray noun, pi -ers [count] ■ After sunset 


there were a few lingerers on the beach. — lin«ger*ing 
/'lirjganq/ adj ■ This latest evidence should remove any lin¬ 
gering doubts/questions about his innocence. ■ The compa¬ 
ny is still trying to recover from the lingering effects of the 
strike. ■ a long, lingering kiss ■ a last, lingering look ■ He suf¬ 
fered a long, lingering [=very slow] death. — lin*ger«ing«ly 
/'liggarirjli/ adv 

lin-ge-rie /tla.ncfea'rei, Brit 'l2en33ri/ noun [noncount] 
: women’s underwear and clothing that is worn in bed — of¬ 
ten used before another noun ■ a lingerie shop ■ the lingerie 
department in a store 
lin-go /'liggou/ noun, pi -goes informal 

1 [count] : a language ■ a foreign lingo • It can be hard to 
travel in a foreign country if you don’t speak the lingo. 

2 : the special language used for a particular activity or by a 
particular group of people [count] — usually singular ■ Bas¬ 
ketball has a distinct lingo. ■ He’s starting to pick up the lin¬ 
go. ■ She doesn’t practice law anymore, but she can still 
speak the lingo, [noncount] The book has a lot of computer 
lingo that I don’t understand. 

lin-gua fran-ca /'liggwa'frcegka/ noun, pi lin*gua fran- 
cas or lin*guae fran«cae /'liggwi'frcegki/ [count] : a lan¬ 
guage that is used among people who speak various different 
languages ■ English is used as a lingua franca among many 
airline pilots. 

lin-gui-ne or lin*gui*ni /lig'gwi.ni/ noun [noncount] : a 
type of pasta that is long, thin, and flat 
lin-guist /'liggwist/ noun, pi -guists [count] 

1 : a person who speaks several languages 

2 : a person who studies linguistics 

lin-guis-tic /lig'gwistik/ ad) : of or relating to language or 
linguistics ■ linguistic differences/development ■ learning 
about linguistic theory 
— Iin*guis-ti-cal-ly /lig'gwistikli/a*/v 
lin-guis-tics /hg'gwistiks/ noun [noncount] : the study of 
language and of the way languages work 
lin-i-ment /'linamant/ noun, pi -merits [count, noncount] 
: a liquid that is rubbed on your skin to relieve pain or stiff¬ 
ness in your muscles 

lin-ing /'lainig/ noun, pi -ings [count] : material that covers 
the inner surface of something ■ The coat had a soft lining. ■ 
gloves with silk linings • brake linings ■ the lining of the blad¬ 
der/stomach ■ intestinal lining — see also silver lining 
1 link /'ligk/ verb links; linked; link-ing 

T"a : to join or connect (two or more things, places, etc.) to¬ 
gether [+ obj] A bridge links the island to the mainland. ■ 
The rooms are linked by hallways. ■ He drew a line linking 
New York and/with/to Los Angeles on the map. ■ She linked 
(up) the paper clips to form a chain. ■ The elderly couple 
linked arms [=kept their bent arms hooked together at the el¬ 
bow] as they walked down the street, [no obj] The pipe links 
(up) to/with the main gas line, b : to connect (someone or 
something) to a system, network, etc. [+‘ obj] The network 
links several terminals. ■ The computer is linked with/to the 
fax machine. ■ providing equipment to link (up) students to 
the Internet [no obj] Guests can link (up) to the Internet 
from their hotel rooms. 

2 a [+ obj]: to show or prove that a person or thing is related 
to or involved with something ■ The study links high choles¬ 
terol levels to/with an increased risk of heart attacks. ■ The 
police said that they have evidence linking him to these 
crimes, b A thing or person that is linked to/with some¬ 
thing is connected or related to it in some way. ■ High choles¬ 
terol is linked to an increased risk of heart attacks. ■ He de¬ 
nied that his business partner was in any way linked to the 
theft. ■ Scientists have discovered a gene that is linked to/with 
[= involved in] the development of Alzheimer’s disease. ■ Your 
raise is linked to yoi^r job performance. [=your raise is relat¬ 
ed to your job performance; the size of your raise is related 
to how well you do your job] ■ He argues that poverty is di¬ 
rectly/indirectly linked to/with certain health problems. ■ My 
fate is inextricably linked to hers. = Our fates are inextricably 
linked. 

3 : to cause (different groups, countries, etc.) to be joined to¬ 
gether [+ obj] The marriage of their children has linked the 
two families. ■ These countries are linked in a loose confeder¬ 
ation. [no obj] Her company recently linked (up) with three 
others to form a multinational association. 

2 link noun, pi links [count] 

T"a ; a relationship or connection between things ■ Their re¬ 
search shows a link between high cholesterol and an in¬ 
creased risk of heart attacks. [=shows that high cholesterol 
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causes an increased risk of heart attacks] ■ Police have dis¬ 
covered/established a direct link between the two murders, 
b : a relationship between people, groups, nations, etc. ■ The 
government has established/forged trade links with other 
countries. ■ She felt a strong link with/to her ancestors. 

2 a : something that allows movement from one place to an¬ 
other ■ The bridge was the island’s link to the mainland. • 
There are plans to build a rail link from the airport to the 
city, b : something that allows two or more people or 
things to communicate with each other • A radio was his 
only link to the outside world. ■ a satellite/video link c : hy¬ 
perlink ■ His Web site includes links to other sites. 

3 : a single part of a chain 1 The chain broke at its weakest 
link. — often used figuratively • an important link in the 
chain of events [=an important event in a series of related 
events] • It is the weak link [=the least strong or successful 
part] in the company’s line of products. ■ the weakest link in 
a computer network [=the part of a computer network that 
is most likely to fail] 

4 US : a long, narrow piece of sausage in a series of connect¬ 
ed pieces; also : a small sausage that is long and narrow 

— see also cuff link, links, missing link 
link-age /'liiDkicfe/ noun, pi -ag*es 

1 : a connection or relationship between two or more things 
[count] linkages between population growth and disease 
[noncount] Some researchers doubt that there is any linkage 
between these phenomena. [=they doubt that these phenom¬ 
ena are connected or related] 

2 [count] : a part that connects two or more things ■ repair¬ 
ing a broken linkage 

linking verb noun, pi ~ verbs [count] grammar : a verb 
(such as appear, be, become, feel, grow , or seem) that con¬ 
nects a subject with an adjective or noun that describes or 
identifies the subject ■ “Look” in “you look happy” and “are" 
in “my favorite fruits are apples and oranges” are linking 
verbs. — compare action verb 
links /'hrjks/ noun, pi links [count] : a golf course ■ On Sat¬ 
urday morning, he’s always out on the links:, especially : a 
golf course that is next to the ocean ■ a seaside links 
link-Up /'liqk^p/ noun, pi -ups 

1 [count, noncount] : the act of joining or connecting two 
things ■ The maneuver will be done following (the) linkup of 
the two spacecraft. 

2 [count] : a connection that allows two or more people or 
things to communicate with each other ■ The interview will 
be broadcast nationally through a satellite linkup. ■ A direct 
telephone linkup has been established. 

I in-net /'linat/ noun, pi -nets [count] : a small European bird 
that is a kind of finch 

li-no /'lainou/ noun [noncount] Brit, informal : linoleum 
li-no-leum /la'noulijam/ noun [noncount] : a type of materi¬ 
al that is produced in thin sheets, has a shiny surface, and is 
used to cover floors and counters 
Mn-seed /'lin,si:d/ noun [noncount] : the seed of the flax 
plant 

linseed oil noun [noncount] : a yellowish oil from the seeds 
of the flax plant that is used in paint, printing ink, etc. 
lint /'lint/ noun [noncount] 

1 chiefly US : tiny pieces of cloth or another soft material ■ I 
always have lint in my pocket. ■ The clothes dryer was 
clogged with lint. 

2 Brit: a soft material that is used for covering and protect¬ 
ing cuts and wounds 

lin-tel /'hntj/ noun, pi -tels [count] : a piece of wood or stone 
that lies across the top of a door or window and holds the 
weight of the structure above it 
li-on /'lajan/ noun, pi -ons [count] 

1 : a large wild cat that has golden brown fur and that lives 
mainly in Africa ■ the roar of the lion The male lion has 
long, dark hair called a “mane" growing around its neck. 

— see picture at cat; see also mountain lion, sea lion 

2 : a very important, powerful, or successful person ■ He was 
a literary lion among the writers of his time. ■ a social lion 

li-on-ess /'lajanas/ noun, pi -ess-es [count]: a female lion 
li-on-heart-ed /‘lajan.haa'tad/ adj : very brave ■ a lion- 
hearted hero 

li-on-ize also Brit li-on-ise /'laj3,naiz/ verb -iz*es; -ized; 
-izdng [+ obj] : to treat (someone) as a very important and 
famous person - She was lionized everywhere after her novel 
won the Pulitzer Prize. 

— li-on-i-za-tion also Brit -i-sa-tion Alajana'zeijan, Brit 
,laj3,nai‘zeij3n/ noun [noncount] 


lion’s den noun [singular] : a place or situation in which 
someone must deal with an angry person or group of people 
■ He knew that he would be facing an angry crowd, but he 
entered the lion '.s den without hesitating, 
lion’s Share noun [noncount] : the largest part of some¬ 
thing • He took the lion’s share of the blame [=most of the 
blame] for the accident. ■ She claimed the lion's share of the 
credit for the show’s success. 
liD /‘lip/ noun, pi lips 

1 [count] : either one of the two soft parts that surround the 
mouth • the lower/upper lip ■ thin/thick/full lips ■ He had a 
cut on his lip. ■ He kissed her (right) on the lips. - She was 
nervously biting her lip. ■ She had a smile on her lips. (=she 
was smiling] — see picture at mouth; see also stiff upper lip 
at 'stiff 

2 [count]: the edge of a cut or hole ■ the lips of a wound ■ the 
lip of a crater 

3 [count] : the edge of a container especially where it is 
slightly spread out ■ the lip of a pitcher 

4 [noncount] informal : rude speech in reply to someone who 
should be spoken to with respect ■ Don’t give me any of your 
lip\ [=don’t talk to me in that disrespectful way] 

button your lip/lips see 2 buiton 

fat lip see 1 fat 

lick your lips see ‘lick 

my lips are sealed informal — used to say that you will not 
tell secret information to anyone ■ Your secret is safe with 
me: my lips are sealed. 

on everyone’s/everybody’s lips informal : being said or 
discussed by many people • The celebrity murder trial was 
on everyone’s lips. 

on the lips of informal : being said or discussed by (people) 
• trendy words on the lips of talk show hosts ■ a topic that is 
on the lips of many people 
pass your lips see ‘pass 
read lips see ‘read 
smack your lips see ‘smack 
zip your lip see ‘zip 

lip-id /’lipad/ noun, pi -ids [count] technical : any one of var¬ 
ious substances that contain fat and that are important parts 
of living cells 

li-po-suc-tion /’laipa^AkJan/ noun [noncount] medical : a 
kind of surgery that removes fat from a person’s body 
lipped /‘lipt/ adj : having lips of a specified type — used in 
combination with another adjective ■ a thin -lipped man [=a 
man with thin lips] — see also tight-lipped 
lip-py /‘lipi/ adj lip-pi-er; -est informal : speaking in a rude 
way that shows a lack of respect • lippy kids • Don’t get lippy 
with me. 

lip-read /'hp.rud/ verb -reads; -read /-.red/; -readying 
/-,ri:dig/ : to understand what people are saying by watching 
the movement of their lips [no obj] a deaf person who 
knows how to lip-read [-read lips] [+ obj ] He was lip-reading 
the conversation. 

— lip—read-er /'lip^ud ■»! noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a skillful 
lip-reader — lip-reading noun [noncount] 
lip service noun [noncount] : support for someone or 
something that is expressed by someone in words but that is 
not shown in that person’s actions - She paid/gave/offered lip 
service to blue-collar workers, but she did nothing to help 
them. ■ So far all we’ve gotten from him is lip service. 
lip-Stick /'hp,stik/ noun, pi -sticks [count, noncount] : a 
type of makeup that is spread on the lips and that comes in 
the form of a stick ■ She was wearing bright red lipstick. ■ l 
put on some lipstick. — see picture at grooming 
lip—synch or lip—sync /'lip^mk/ verb -synchs or 
-syncs; -synched or -synced; -synch-ing or -sync¬ 
ing : to pretend to sing or say (recorded words) [+ obj] He 
lip-synched the song that was playing on the radio, [no obj] 
He lip-synched to the song. ■ It was obvious that he was lip- 
synching. 

liq-ue-fy also liq-ui-fy /'hkwa.fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy*ing 

: to cause (something) to become liquid [+ obj] The intense 
heat liquefied [-melted] the plastic. • The vegetables were liq¬ 
uefied in a blender, [no obj] The plastic liquefied in the in¬ 
tense heat. 

li-queur /h'k», Brit li'kjua/ noun, pi -queurs [count, non¬ 
count] : a sweet, strong alcoholic drink that is usually fla¬ 
vored with fruits or spices and drunk in small glasses after a 
meal 1 a bottle of orange liqueur 
1 ljq-Uid /'likwad/ noun, pi -uids : a substance that is able to 
flow freely : fluid [count] Water and milk are liquids. ■ His 
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diet was restricted to liquids. = He was on a liquid diet [non¬ 
count] a bottle of green liquid 

2 liquid adj 

1 : capable of flowing freely like water : not a solid or a gas ■ 
Water and milk are liquid substances. ■ liquid mercury/deter¬ 
gent ■ The medicine is available in liquid form. • They offered 
us snacks and liquid refreshments. [=drinks] 

2 literary a : shining and clear ■ She had large liquid eyes, 
b : clear, smooth, and pleasant in sound • the liquid notes of 
a bird C : having or showing a smooth and easy style • the 
liquid grace of the dancer’s movements 

3 business : made up of money or easily changed into money 

■ liquid assets ■ liquid funds/investments 
liq-ui-date /*hkw3,deit/ verb -dates; -dat-ed; -dat-ing 

1 business a : to sell (a business, property, etc.) especially 
to pay off debt [+ obj] The owners were ordered to liquidate 
the company and pay their creditors. ■ The company is liqui¬ 
dating its assets. ■ They liquidated the estate. [=they sold the 
property of the estate] [no obj ] The owners were ordered to 
liquidate, b [+ obj] : to pay all the money owed for (a debt) ■ 
liquidate a debt/loan 

2 [+ obj] informal : to destroy (something) or kill (someone) • 
The film is about a professional killer who’s hired to liqui¬ 
date a powerful businessman. 

— liq-ui-da-tion /ihkwa'deijan/ noun, pi -tions [non¬ 
count] raising money by the liquidation of assets ■ The 
company was forced into liquidation, [count] inventory 
liquidations — liq*ui*da-tor /'likws.deiW noun, pi -tors 
[count] 

liquid crystal display noun, pi ~ -plays [count ]: lcd 
li-quid-i-ty /h'kwidati/ noun [noncount] 

1 business a : the state of having things that can be easily 
changed into money ■ The company has progressively in¬ 
creased its liquidity, b : the quality of being easily changed 
into money ■ the liquidity of his investments 

2 technical : the quality or state of being liquid 
liq*uid*iz-er /‘hkwa^aiza’/ noun, pi -ers [count] Brit 

: BLENDER 

liquify variant spelling of liquefy 

li*quOr /Mika-/ noun : an alcoholic drink; especially : a strong 
alcoholic drink [noncount] Do you serve liquor ? "He drinks 
beer and wine, but he doesn’t drink any hard liquor, [count] 
vodka, whiskey, and other liquors — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ a liquor bottle/store ■ The restaurant has a li¬ 
quor license. [=a license that allows it to sell liquor] — see 
also MALT LIQUOR 

hold your liquor informal : to be able to drink alcoholic 
beverages without becoming too drunk ■ He can’t hold his 
liquor at all. 

liquorice chiefly Brit spelling of LICORICE 
li*ra /‘lira/ noun [count] 

1 pi li»re /Mi.rei/ or liras : a basic unit of money that was for¬ 
merly used in Italy; also : a coin or bill representing one Ital¬ 
ian lira 

2 pi liras : the basic unit of money in Turkey; also : a coin or 
bill representing one Turkish lira 

lisp /'lisp/ noun [singular] : a speech problem that causes 
someone to pronounce the letters “s” and “z” like “th” ■ He 
spoke with a lisp. 

— lisp verb lisps; lisped; lisp-ing [no obj] a child who 
lisps [+ obj] He lisped (out) his reply. — lisp-er noun, pi 
-ers [count] 

lis*SOme or chiefly Brit lis*SOm /'hsam/ adj [more —; most 
~] : thin and graceful — usually used of women ■ a lissome 
fashion model 

1 list /'list/ noun, pi lists [count] 

1 : a series of names, words, numbers, etc., that are usually 
written down with each new one appearing below the previ¬ 
ous one ■ a long/short list of names ■ the first/last name on 
the list = the name at the top/bottom of the list • Make a list 
of the ingredients you need to bake the cake. • draw up a list 

■ I wrote a list of the books I’ve most enjoyed. ■ a growing list 
of volunteers ■ a grocery list [=a list of groceries to be 
bought] " The restaurant has an extensive wine list. [=a list of 
the wines that are available in a restaurant] ■ Her first novel 
was on the best-seller list for two months. [=the list of books 
that are selling the most copies] ■ We were included in the 
guest list. [=the list of people who are invited to something, 
such as a party] ■ I have a long list of things to do. = I have a 
long to-do list. • High on my list (of things to do) is getting the 
car fixed. ■ I like all of his books, but this one is at the top of 
the list. [=this is the best one] — see also checklist, 


DEAN’S LIST, DISABLED LIST, HIT LIST, LAUNDRY LIST, 
MAILING LIST, SHOPPING LIST, SHORT LIST, WAITING LIST, 
WISH LIST 

2 US, informal : list price ■ The car sells for a list of 
$30,000. 

— compare "list 

2 jist verb lists; list-ed; lisMng 

1 [+ obj] : to make a list of (names, things, etc.) ■ He listed the 
required qualifications for the job. • List the ingredients that 
you need to bake the cake. • I listed my likes and dislikes. 

2 [+ obj] a : to include (something) in a list ■ Her telephone 
number is listed [=entered] in the directory, b : to enter in¬ 
formation about (someone or something) in a list ■ The hos¬ 
pital has listed him (as being) in fair condition. ■ The animal 
has been listed as endangered/threatened. ■ He lists himself as 
a political liberal. [=he says that he is a political liberal] 

3 [no obj] US : to have a specified list price ■ The car lists at/ 
for $30,000. 

— compare 3 list 

3 list verb lists; listed; listing [no obj] of a ship : to lean to 
one side ■ The ship was listing heavily to port/starboard. 

— compare 2 list 

4 list noun [singular] : the condition of a ship that is leaning to 
one side ■ The ship had a heavy list to starboard. — compare 
'list 

1 lis»ten /‘lisn /verb lis-tens; lis-tened; lis-ten-ing [noobj] 

1 a : to pay attention to someone or something in order to 
hear what is being said, sung, played, etc. • I listened as hard 
as I could, but I couldn’t hear a word of what he said over all 
that noise. ■ She listened with interest as he told her about his 
travels. — often + to ■ Everyone listened closely/carefully to 
the firefighter’s instructions. ■ I enjoy listening to classical 
music. ■ He turned the radio on and listened to the news, b 

— used to tell a person to listen to what you are saying ■ Lis¬ 
ten , no one is more concerned about this problem than I am. 
■ Now listen (here), you can’t keep treating people this way. 

2 : to hear what someone has said and understand that it is 
serious, important, or true ■ She tried to warn him of the 
dangers, but he wouldn’t listen. — often + to • Nobody lis¬ 
tened to her warnings. ■ Her ideas are worth listening to. • I 
told him to be more careful, but he wouldn’t listen to me. ■ 
You should listen to your father [=you should take your fa¬ 
ther’s advice]: he knows what he’s talking about. ■ The judge 
refused to listen to their pleas. 

listen for or Brit listen out for [phrasal verb] listen for 
(something) or Brit listen out for (something) : to pay at¬ 
tention to sounds in order to hear (something expected) ■ 
We listened for (the sound of) his footsteps. ■ We saw light¬ 
ning and listened for the thunder. 
listen in [phrasal verb] 1 : to listen to a radio broadcast ■ 
We’ll have some interesting guests on tomorrow’s show, so 
be sure to listen in. [=tune in] 2 : to listen to a conversa¬ 
tion without being part of it ■ They let me listen in when 
the plans were presented.; especially : to listen secretly to a 
private conversation : eavesdrop — usually + on ■ Some¬ 
one was listening in on our telephone conversation. 
listen up [phrasal verb] chiefly US, informal : to listen closely 
to what is being said — usually used as a command ■ Ev¬ 
erybody listen up\ I have something to say. 

— Iis*ten*er /'lisnav' noun, pi -ers [count] • She’s a good lis¬ 
tener. [=she is good at listening to other people and under¬ 
standing what they are saying] ■ a radio program that has 
many listeners 

2 listen noun [singular] : the act of listening to something • 
Have a listen to this. [iisten to this) 
lis*ten*a-ble /'hsnabal/ adj [more most ~] : pleasant to 
listen to • He finds some of his son’s music very listenable. 
listening device noun, pi ~ -vices [count] : a small hid¬ 
den microphone that is used to secretly listen to and record 
people ■ The police planted/installed a listening device in the 
home of the suspected mobster. — called also bug 
listing /'hstirj/ noun, pi -Ings 

1 a [count] : a printed list — usually + of 9 The book includes 
a listing of local restaurants, b listings [plural] : a printed 
list of things that includes detailed information about them ■ 
The newspaper provides movie listings, [information about 
where and when movies are being shown in theaters] ■ TV 
listings [information about when and on what channel tele¬ 
vision programs will be shown] ■ job listings 

2 [count] : something included in a list ■ The telephone listing 
is wrong. [=they listed the wrong telephone number] 

3 [count] : the act of including something in a list or the state 
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of being included in a list ■ The company is seeking a listing 
on the stock exchange. [=the company wants to be listed on 
the stock exchange] 

list-less /Mistlas/ adj [more most ~\ : lacking energy or 
spirit ■ The heat made everyone tired and listless. • The party 
was a listless affair. ■ a listless economy 

— list-less-ly adv ■ The cat was lying listlessly on the bed. 
— list-less-ness noun [ noncount ] Symptoms include de¬ 
pression and listlessness, [singular] He was filled with a list¬ 
lessness he couldn’t explain. 

list price noun, pi ~ prices [count] : the price of a product 
that is shown in a catalog, advertisement, etc. ■ The car’s list 
price was $30,000, but the actual selling price was less. ■ We 
were given a 10 percent discount off the list price. 
List-serv /'list,saw/ trademark — used for software that al¬ 
lows e-mail messages to be sent to and received from a list of 
subscribers 

1 lit /'lit/ past tense and past participle of 3 light 
2 lit noun [noncount] informal : literature ■ I signed up to 
take a course in American/English lit. 

Iit-a*ny /'litni/ noun, pi -nies [count] 

1 : a prayer in a Christian church service in which the peo¬ 
ple at the service respond to lines spoken by the person who 
is leading the service 

2 : a long list of complaints, problems, etc. ■ He has a litany 
of grievances against his former employer. ■ The team 
blamed its losses on a litany of injuries. 

I itch i variant spelling of lychee 

lite /'lait/ adj, US : containing fewer calories or less fat than 
usual : light ■ lite beer ■ lite salad dressing 
li-ter (US) or chiefly Brit li-tre /Miita-/ noun, pi -ters [count] 

: a metric unit for measuring the volume of a liquid or gas 
that is equal to 1.057 quarts ■ a liter of water 
lit-er-a-Cy /Mitarasi/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the ability to read and write ■ The program is intended to 
promote adult literacy among people who have had very lit¬ 
tle schooling. ■ Their goal is to achieve basic literacy. ■ litera¬ 
cy programs/skills/tests 

2 : knowledge that relates to a specified subject ■ computer 
literacy [=knowledge of how to use a computer] ■ cultural lit¬ 
eracy [=knowledge of the culture you live in] 

lit-er-al /'litarel/ adj 

1 : involving the ordinary or usual meaning of a word ■ I was 
using the word in its literal sense. ■ The literal meaning of 
“know your ropes” is “to know a lot about ropes,” while fig¬ 
uratively it means “to know a lot about how to do some¬ 
thing.” 

2 : giving the meaning of each individual word : exact ■ a 
literal translation of a book 

3 : completely true and accurate : not exaggerated ■ The sto¬ 
ry he told was basically true, even if it wasn’t the literal truth. 

4 [more —; most —] — used to describe someone who under¬ 
stands words and statements only in the most basic and ordi¬ 
nary way and does not have much imagination ■ He was a 
very literal [~ literal-minded] man. 

— lit-er-al-ness /'litarelnas/ noun [noncount] 
lit-er-al-ly /'litareli/ adv 

1 : in a literal way: such as a : in a way that uses the ordi¬ 
nary and usual meaning of a word ■ Many words can be used 
both literally and figuratively. ■ He took her comments liter¬ 
ally. ■ He’s a sailor who knows his ropes, literally and figura¬ 
tively. b — used to stress that a statement or description is 
true and accurate even though it may be surprising ■ He was 
literally [=truly, actually] insane. ■ He was quite literally jump¬ 
ing up and down in his rage. ■ The party was attended by lit¬ 
erally hundreds of people. C : with the meaning of each in¬ 
dividual word given exactly ■ The term “Mardi Gras” literally 
means “Fat Tuesday” in French, d : in a completely accu¬ 
rate way ■ The story he told was basically true, even if it 
wasn’t literally true. 

2 informal — used in an exaggerated way to emphasize a 
statement or description that is not literally true or possible ■ 
The group literally poured out new ideas. [=the group pro¬ 
duced many new ideas] ■ Steam was literally coming out of 
his ears. [=he was very angry] ■ She was literally beside her¬ 
self with rage. 

lit-er-al—mind-ed /'litarahmaindad/ adj [more most ~] 

: literal 4 ■ a very literal-minded man 

— lit-er-al—mind-ed-ness noun [noncount] 
lit-er-arv /'lita.reri, Brit Mitrari/ adj 

1 a : of or relating to literature ■ American literary culture/ 
tradition ■ a literary magazine ■ Do his books have any liter¬ 


ary merit? ■ Mystery fiction is only one of many literary 
forms. ■ literary criticism/theory b : used in literature ■ a lit¬ 
erary word ■ an essay written in a very literary style ■ The au¬ 
thor uses many literary devices in his work. 

2 always used before a noun : having a lot of knowledge 
about literature : known for reading or writing books ■ a lit¬ 
erary man 

3 always used before a noun : relating to the writing and pub¬ 
lishing of literature ■ He entered the literary world right out 
of college. ■ She hired a literary agent. 

Iit*er*ate /'htarat/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : able to read and write ■ He was barely literate. ■ She is lit¬ 
erate in both English and Spanish. ■ What percentage of the 
population is literate 7 — opposite illiterate 

2 : having or showing knowledge about a particular subject ■ 

The job requires you to be computer literate. ■ politically / it¬ 
erate -Opposite ILLITERATE 

— literate noun, pi -ates [count] ■ computer literates ^peo¬ 
ple who know how to use computers] 

li-te-ra-ti /,lit3'ra:,ti:/ noun 

the literati : educated people who know about and are inter¬ 
ested in literature ■ a new novelist who has been embraced 
by the literati 

lit-er-a-ture /Mitaratfa’/ noun, pi -tures 

1 : written works (such as poems, plays, and novels) that are 
considered to be very good and to have lasting importance 
[noncount] She took courses in history and literature. ■ Her 
education gave her an appreciation for great literature. ■ He’s 
an expert in American/German literature. ■ the literature of 
the Renaissance [count] studies in different Asian literatures 

2 [noncount] a : books, articles, etc., about a particular 
subject ■ medical/scientific literature ■ To be knowledgeable 
about the latest technology, you’ve got to keep abreast of the 
(relevant) literature, b : printed materials (such as booklets, 
leaflets, and brochures) that provide information about 
something ■ Can you send me some literature about your 
product? ■ promotional/sales literature 

lithe /'laid/ adj [more most ~] : moving in an easy and 
graceful way ■ a lithe, muscular athlete ■ the lithe body of a 
dancer 

— lithe-ly adv — lithe-ness noun [noncount] 
lith-i-um /'liGijam/ noun [noncount] : a soft silver-white ele¬ 
ment that is the lightest metal known 

lith-O-graph /'liG3,gr2ef, Brit 'li03,gra:f/ noun, pi -graphs 
[count] : a picture made by lithography ■ a book of his finest 
lithographs 

li-thog-ra-phy /li'Qaigrafi/ noun [noncount] : a method of 
printing from a flat surface (such as a smooth stone or a met¬ 
al plate) that has been prepared so that the ink will only stick 
to the design that will be printed 

— li-tho-gra-pher /li'Gaigrafa 1 / noun, pi -phers [count] 
— lith-O-graph-ic AliGa'greefik/ adj ■ the lithographic pro¬ 
cess ■ lithographic ink/printing — lltho-graph-i-cal-ly 
/(liGa'grsefikli/ adv 

lit-i-gant /'litigant/ noun, pi -gants [count] law : a person 
who is involved in a lawsuit: someone who is suing another 
person or is being sued by another person 
lit-i-gate /'hta.geit/ verb -gates; -gat-ed; -gat-ing law : to 
make (something) the subject of a lawsuit: to cause (a case, 
an issue, etc.) to be decided and settled in a court of law [+ 
obj] They agree to litigate all disputes in this court, [no obj] 
The company’s unwillingness to make a deal increased her 
desire to litigate. 

— lit-i-ga-tion /.lita'geijan/ noun [noncount] • He is involved 
in litigation against the city. ■ The case is still in litigation. 
[=being decided in a court of law] — lit-i-ga-tor 
/'lit3,geit»/ noun, pi -tors [count] ■ She is a famous/suc¬ 
cessful litigator. [=lawyer] 

li-ti-gious /la'ticfeas/ adj [more most ~] formal : too 
ready or eager to sue someone or something in a court of law 
: tending or likely to engage in lawsuits ■ a very litigious 
group of people ■ this litigious age/society in which we live 

— li-ti-gious-ness noun [noncount] 

lit-mus paper /'litmas -/noun [noncount] technical : special 
paper that is used to test how much acid is in a solution 
Litmus paper turns red in acid solutions and blue in alkaline 
solutions. 

litmus test noun, pi ~ tests [count] : something (such as 
an opinion about a political or moral issue) that is used to 
make a judgment about whether someone or something is 
acceptable ■ The party is using attitudes about gun control as 
a litmus test for political candidates. — compare acid test 
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litre Brit spelling of liter 

1 lit-ter /'lita-/ noun, pi -ters 

1 a [noncount ]: things that have been thrown away and that 
are lying on the ground in a public place • We decided to 
pick up the litter in the park. ■ roadside litter b [singular] : a 
messy pile or group of things ■ Her desk was covered with a 
litter of legal documents. 

2 [noncount] a : dry material that is spread in a container 
and used as a toilet by animals (especially cats) while they 
are indoors ■ cat/kitty litter « ( chiefly US) a litter box = [Brit) a 
litter tray [=a container holding litter for a cat] b : soft and 
dry material (such as straw) that is spread on the ground for 
some animals (such as horses) to sleep on 

3 [count] : a group of young animals that are born at a single 
time ■ a litter of puppies/piglets ■ He was the runt of the litter. 
[=the smallest animal in the litter] — often used figuratively 
in the phrase the pick of the litter ■ Of all the cars on the mar¬ 
ket, this one is clearly the pick of the litter. [=the best one] 

4 [count] : a covered bed that has long poles on the bottom 
and that was used in the past for carrying a very important 
person ■ The emperor was carried to the palace on a litter. 

2 litter verb -ters: -tered; -ter-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to cover (a surface) with many things in an untidy 
way • Paper and popcorn littered the streets after the parade. 
• Leaves littered the forest floor. [=the forest floor was cov¬ 
ered with leaves] • a desk littered with old letters and bills — 
often used figuratively • a landscape littered with ugly houses 

■ Dirty words litter his vocabulary. [=his vocabulary includes 
many dirty words; he says a lot of dirty words] ■ The book is 
littered with errors. [=the book contains many errors] 

2 [no obf] : to throw or leave trash on the ground in a public 
place ■ It is illegal to litter. • He had to pay a fine for littering. 
— lit-ter-er /'litaroy noun, pi -ers [count] • Litterers are sub¬ 
ject to a fine. 

litter bin noun, pi ~ bins [count] Brit : trash can 
lit'ter-bug /'lita^bAg/ noun, pi -bugs [count] informal : a 
person who throws or leaves trash in a public place — called 
also (Brit) litter lout 

1 lit«tle /’lit]/ adj less /*les / or less*er /'lesa*/ also lit-tler 
/'litja-/; least /Mi:st/ also lit-tlest /Mitjast/ 

1 a : small in size ■ She has little feet. ■ a little island/airplane 

■ a little business ■ Our school is little. ■ a tiny little fish ■ This 
room is littler [=(more commonly) smaller] than that one. b 
: not tall : short ■ a little man ■ a littler [=(more commonly) 
smaller, shorter] man C : small in amount ■ I have very little 
money, so I can’t lend you any. ■ I have less money than I did 
before. ■ I got very little sleep last night. ■ There’s little hope 
of a rescue now. ■ You have little choice but to pay attention. 

■ The new version bears little resemblance to the original. ■ 
These programs have very/precious little chance of succeed¬ 
ing. ■ The help he offered us was too little, too late. [=it was 
not as much help as we needed and it was offered too late to 
be helpful] ■ There has been little if any improvement. 
[=there has been almost no improvement] • These trinkets 
have little or no value. ■ There was no little sadness in his 
voice. [=there was a lot of sadness in his voice] d : not hav¬ 
ing many things or people included ■ We’re having a little 
party this weekend. ■ a little group of people ■ a little village ■ 
her little hometown 

2 : young or younger ■ I loved swimming when I was little. ■ a 
little boy /girl ■ He’s very proud of his little boy/girl. [=of his 
young son/daughter] ■ How’s your little one? [=your youn¬ 
gest) son or daughter] ■ my little brother/sister [=my broth¬ 
er/sister who is younger than I am] 

3 always used before a noun : not lasting for a long time ■ I 
have to take a little break. ■ We sat down for a little chat. ■ We 
talked for a little while. 

4 always used before a noun : not very important ■ There are 
a few little problems that still have to be dealt with. ■ He 
memorized every little detail of the scene. — sometimes used 
in an ironic way to describe something important • There’s 
just one little problem we haven’t discussed; the company is 
going bankrupt! ■ I need to talk to you about the little matter 
of the money you owe me. 

5 always used before a noun : not easily seen, heard, etc. ■ He 
gave her a little smile. ■ She made a little wave with her hand. 

■ She spoke in a quiet little voice. 

6 always used before a noun a — used to refer to someone 
or something in an approving or friendly way • That’s a nice 
little car you’ve got there. ■ You poor little thing. ■ Bless your 
little heart, b — used to refer to someone or something in a 
disapproving or critical way ■ He’s a little jerk. ■ It was a 


mean little joke. • She has a dirty little secret. 

7 always used before a noun : not open to new ideas ■ people 
with little [=small, narrow] minds 

— lit-tle-ness /'litjnas/ noun [noncount] ■ the littleness of the 
room ■ the littleness of their minds 

2 l»ttle adv less; least 

1 a : in a very small amount or degree ■ She works very little 
and sleeps even less. ■ Please speak as little as possible, b 
: hardly at all : not very much ■ We had little more than we 
needed. • She cared little (about) what he thought. • His art is 
little known in this country. • a little-known fact ■ She little 
knew what fate had in store for her. = Little did she know 
what fate had in store for her. 

2 : not very often • She travels little. [=she rarely travels] 
little by little : by small steps or amounts : gradually ■ 

Little by little , he got better. ■ The protest gathered strength 
little by little. ■ I got to know them little by little, 
little more than or little better than : not much more or 
better than (something) : only slightly more or better than 
(something) ■ They ate little more than ice cream and hot 
dogs all day. 

3 \\\\\e pronoun : a small amount or quantity ■ There is little we 
can do to help. ■ Little is known about her life. ■ They say 
precious little [=they do not say much] about their job. ■ 
They understand little of what is going on. • His argument did 
little to change their minds. [=his argument did not change 
their minds] 

a little 1 : not much but some ■ I don’t want much: I want 
just a little bit/piece. ■ There’s a little brown sugar in these 
cookies. • I have a little money, so I may be able to lend 
you some. ■ They offered him a little something to drink 
before dinner. [=they offered him something to drink] ■ 
There was more than a little sadness [=there was much sad¬ 
ness] in his voice. 2 : not much but somewhat or slightly ■ 
It bothered me a little. • His house is down the street a little 
further. ■ His house is down the street a little. = It’s a little 
down the street. ■ I’m feeling a little better today. • Repairs 
will begin in a little [=slightly] more than a month. ■ He was 
not a little annoyed [=he was very annoyed] at the interrup¬ 
tion. ■ Her vision of the future was more than a little upset¬ 
ting. [=was very upsetting] 3 : for a brief time • Please 
stay here with me a little. ■ We can walk a little and then 
catch a cab. 4 : a small amount or quantity ■ There is 
only a very little at stake here. ■ They don’t understand 
much but they do understand a little. ■ There’s still some 
money in the bank, but only a very little. ■ They under¬ 
stand more than a little of what is going on. [=they under¬ 
stand much of what is going on] ■ Don’t use too much of 
this. A little goes a long way. [=a small amount will be 
enough] 

a little bit 1 : to some extent : somewhat ■ This one is a 
little bit bigger than that one. • It bothered me a little bit. 2 
chiefly US : a short time ■ We talked for a little bit. 3 ; a 
small amount of something ■ The buffet had a little bit of 
everything. ■ We have a little bit of time left. ■ Oh, I’ll have 
just a little bit , thanks. 

as little as — used to suggest that a number or quantity is 
surprisingly small ■ I could be back in as little as five days. 
little wonder see 'wonder 

little bitty adj, chiefly US, informal : very small : TINY ■ She 
was living in a little bitty apartment. 

Little Dipper noun 

the Little Dipper US : a group of seven stars including the 
North Star in the northern sky that forms the shape of a 
dipper or ladle and that is smaller than the Big Dipper 
— compare big dipper 

little finger noun, pi ~ -gers [count ]: the finger that is far¬ 
thest from your thumb — called also (chiefly US + Scotland) 
pinkie ; see picture at hand 

little guy noun 

the little guy chiefly US, informal : little man 

Little League noun [singular] US : a baseball league for 
boys and girls from 8 to 12 years old ■ a man who coaches 
Little League [=who coaches a team in Little League] ■ a Little 
League team/game/player/coach 

— Little Leaguer noun, pi ~ -ers [count] ■ His son is a Little 
Leaguer. [=a Little League player] 

little man noun 

the little man chiefly US, informal : an ordinary person who 
is not wealthy, famous, or powerful — used to refer to 
such people in general ■ a politician who portrays himself 
as a friend of the little man — called also the little guy 
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little people noun [plural] 

1 : ordinary people who are not wealthy, famous, or power¬ 
ful • I’d like to thank all the little people who made my suc¬ 
cess possible. 

2 : people of unusually small size 

3 : very small imaginary beings (especially leprechauns) 
with magical powers ■ a fairy tale about the little people 

little toe noun, pi ~ toes [count] : the smallest toe on the 
outside of your foot 

little woman noun 

the little woman old-fashioned + humorous + sometimes of¬ 
fensive — used to refer to a man’s wife ■ He bought a bou¬ 
quet of flowers for the little woman. [=for his wife] 
lit"tO«ral /'litarsi/ adj, technical : of, relating to, or having a 
coast ■ littoral waters ■ a littoral country [=a country that has 
a coast] 

— littoral noun,pi -rals [count] • the Atlantic littoral ^coast¬ 
al region] 

lit*Ur*gy /'lita<fei/ noun, pi -gies : a fixed set of ceremonies, 
words, etc., that are used during public worship in a religion 
[count] studying the liturgies of different religions [non¬ 
count] He was studying Christian liturgy. 

— li-tur-gi-cal /ls'tacfeikdl/ adj, always used before a noun ■ 
The church used Latin as the liturgical language. ■ the litur¬ 
gical calendar [=a list of the important holy days in a reli¬ 
gion] 

liveable or chiefly Brit live-able /'livabal/ adj [more most 

~] 

1 : suitable to live in : enjoyable to live in • a livable city ■ 
They described the house as very/barely livable. 

2 US : making it possible to live or to have the things that 
people need to live properly ■ livable conditions ■ People 
need jobs that will pay them livable wages. 

— liv-abil-i-ty or chiefly Brit live-abil-i-ty /.liva'bilati/ noun 
[noncount] 

1 live /'liv/ verb lives; lived; liv-ing 

TT no obj] a : to be alive ■ We learned about the people who 
lived during colonial times. • I wonder what it was like to live 
then. ■ She’s one of the greatest writers who ever lived. ■ It 
was one of the largest animals that has ever lived, b : to 
continue to be alive ■ He lived to the age of 92. ■ He’s very 
sick and he may not live much longer. • I hope to live (long 
enough) to see my grandchildren grow up. ■ I hope I live to 
see the day when you admit you’ve been wrong about me! ■ 
I’ll remember that day for as long as I live. ■ She’s living on 
borrowed time. [=she is continuing to live after she was ex¬ 
pected to die, but she will probably die soon] ■ Long live the 
Queen/King! [=may the Queen/King live for many years] 

2 [no obj] a : to have a home in a specified place ■ He lives 
next door to his parents. ■ We lived in the city/suburbs/coun¬ 
try. ■ I live on Main St. [=my house is on Main St.] ■ It’s a nice 
place to visit, but I wouldn’t want to live there. • He’s still liv¬ 
ing at home (with his parents). ■ animals living in zoos b of a 
plant or animal : to grow naturally in a specified place or 
area ■ Tigers don’t live in Africa. [=there are no tigers in the 
wild in Africa] ■ We’ve been studying the plants and animals 
that live in this area. 

3 : to spend your life in a certain way or condition [no obj] 
They live well/simply. ■ He likes to live dangerously. ■ They 
lived peacefully for many years. ■ animals living in captivity ■ 
We know very little about how people in these ancient cul¬ 
tures lived. ■ They all lived happily ever after. [=they all lived 
happily for the rest of their lives] ■ He is living within/beyond 
his means. [=he can/cannot afford the things that he buys or 
the way he lives] [+ obj] If she believes that, she’s living a fan¬ 
tasy. [=she is not seeing or accepting reality] ■ They are living 
the American Dream. [=they are experiencing success in 
America] 

4 [no obj] : to have an enjoyable and exciting life ■ Now that 
he’s retired he just wants to live a little. [=to spend time doing 
enjoyable things] ■ You haven’t lived until you’ve had a piece 
of my mom’s apple pie! [=you would greatly enjoy my 
mom’s apple pie] 

5 [+ obj] a : to spend (your life or part of your life) in a 
specified way ■ They lived (the rest of) their lives in quiet re¬ 
tirement. ■ He had lived a childhood free from worry. ■ She 
lived her final years in seclusion. ■ He lived life to the full/full¬ 
est. [=he fully enjoyed his life] b : to have (a particular kind 
of life) * She wants to live [=lead] a more productive life. ■ 
They live a normal life. ■ They are living a life of luxury. ■ He 
made a lot of money in the stock market and he’s been living 
the good life [=living the life of a wealthy person] ever since. 


6 [no obj] : to continue to exist ■ The good that people do 
lives long after they are gone. ■ That day will always live in 
my memory. [=1 will always remember that day] 

7 [no obj] chiefly Brit, informal : to belong in a specified place 
: to be located or stored ■ “Where does this book live ?” “It 
goes/belongs on the top shelf.” 

live a lie see 4 lie 

live and breathe see breathe 

live and learn or you live and (you) learn informal — used 
to say that you have learned something from an experi¬ 
ence that is surprising and usually unpleasant ■ I thought I 
could trust him, but I couldn’t. Oh well, you live and learn, 
live and let live: to let others live the way they want to ■ His 
philosophy was to live and let live, 
live by [phrasal verb] 1 live by (something) : to agree with 
and follow (something, such as a set of beliefs) ■ He tried to 
live by his faith. • a principle I try to live by 2 a live by (do¬ 
ing something) : to survive by (doing something) ■ They 
were an ancient people who lived by hunting and gather¬ 
ing. b live by your wits : to survive by doing clever and 
sometimes dishonest things ■ Out in the jungle, with no 
food or shelter, he had to live by his wits. ■ a young thief 
who lives by her wits 

live down [phrasal verb] live down (something) or live 
(something) down : to stop being blamed or laughed at for 
(something, such as a foolish or embarrassing error) ■ He 
has a very bad reputation to live down. — often used in 
negative statements ■ I can’t believe I forgot my wife’s 
birthday! I’ll never live this down, 
live for [phrasal verb] live for (something) 1 : to wait or 
hope for (something) very eagerly ■ I live for the day when 
we’ll be together! 2 : to think of (something) as the most 
important or enjoyable part of your life ■ She lives for her 
work. : to think of (something) as a reason for being alive ■ 
He’s depressed and feels as if he has nothing left to live for. 
live in [phrasal verb] chiefly Brit : to live in the place where 
you work : to live in another person’s home ■ a maid who 
lives in 

live in hope see 2 hope 

live in sin old-fashioned : to live together and have sex with¬ 
out being married ■ His mother did not want him living in 
sin with his girlfriend. 

live in the past : to think too much about something that 
happened in the past ■ You have to accept that he’s gone 
and stop living in the past. 

live it up informal : to do exciting and enjoyable things ■ 
He’s been living it up out in California with his friends. 
live large US slang : to live like a very wealthy and success¬ 
ful person ■ a star who is living large 
live off [phrasal verb] live off (something or someone) : to 
use (someone or something) as a source of the money or 
other things you need to live ■ He has been living off his in¬ 
heritance. ■ He has been living offhis girlfriend. [=his girl¬ 
friend has been supporting him financially] ■ farmers who 
live off the land 

live on [phrasal verb] 1 : to continue to exist ■ His legend 
lives on. 2 live on (something) a : to have or use (an 
amount of money) to pay for the things that you need to 
live ■ You can’t live on this salary. [=this salary does not 
provide enough money for food, shelter, etc.] b : to have 
(a particular food) as the only or main food that you eat ■ 
They lived mainly/mostly on fruits and berries. 
live out [phrasal verb] 1 Brit : to live away from the place 
where you work ■ a servant who lives out 2 live out (some¬ 
thing) or live (something) out a : to spend the rest of 
(your life) in a specified way ■ He lived out (the final years 
of) his life in quiet retirement, b : to do (the things you 
have dreamed of doing) ■ He has finally had the chance to 
live out his dreams/fantasies. 

live through [phrasal verb] 1 live through (something) : to 
survive (an experience, a troubling time, etc.) : endure ■ 
If I can live through this, I can live through anything. 2 live 
through (someone) US, sometimes disapproving : to enjoy 
the experiences and achievements of (another person) in¬ 
stead of your own experiences and achievements ■ She 
can’t live through her daughter. 
live together [phrasal verb] : to live with another person and 
have sex without being married ■ They lived together for 
several months before getting married. 
live up to [phrasal verb] live up to (something) 1 : to do 
what is required by (something) ■ She lived up to her prom¬ 
ises. [=she kept her promises] 2 : to be good enough for 
(something) ■ He has found it difficult to live up to his 
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name/reputation. [=to be as good/successful as people 
think he is or should be] ■ Their vacation didn’t live up to 
their expectations. [=their vacation wasn’t as good as they 
expected it to be] 

live with \phrasal verb\ 1 live with (something) : to accept 
and deal with (something unpleasant) ■ You have to learn 
to live with [=put up with] other people’s mistakes. ■ I don’t 
agree with his decision, but I’ll have to live with it. ■ Until 
we get a better answer, we will have to live with not know¬ 
ing for sure. ■ Because there was no cure, he had to learn to 
live with the disease. 2 live with (someone) : to live to¬ 
gether and usually have sex with (someone) ■ She’s been 
living with him since college. 

2 live /'laiv/ adj 

T~a always used before a noun : having life : living or alive ■ 
They object to the use of live animals in scientific experi¬ 
ments. ■ a live birth [=a birth of a living child or animal] b 
informal : not imaginary : actually existing — used in the 
phrase real live ■ Everyone was excited about seeing a real 
live celebrity. [=an actual celebrity] 

2 a : done in front of an audience : of or involving a play, 
concert, etc., that is performed in front of people ■ a night¬ 
club with live music/entertainment ■ The group has just re¬ 
leased a live album. [=an album made by recording a perfor¬ 
mance before an audience] b : watching a performance as 
it happens ■ a television program filmed before a live (studio) 
audience C : broadcast while a performance, event, etc., is 
happening : not recorded earlier ■ a live television/radio pro¬ 
gram ■ She was nervous about being interviewed on live ra¬ 
dio. ■ The network is providing live coverage of the debate. 

3 : carrying an electric current: connected to electric power 

■ Use caution when you are working near live electrical 
wires. ■ a live microphone — see also LIVE wire 

4 always used before a noun a : carrying a charge and capa¬ 
ble of exploding or being shot ■ a live bomb ■ live ammunition 

■ We had thought the guns were loaded with blanks, but the 
soldiers were actually shooting live bullets, b : burning 
without a flame : glowing ■ live coals 

5 : not yet decided or settled : still causing discussion, dis¬ 
agreement, or concern ■ a live issue ■ a live controversy 

6 US, sports : still in play ■ The ball is live until it goes out of 
bounds. 

7 Brit, of yogurt : containing living bacteria ■ We sell live yo- 
gurt. 

live /'laiv/ adv : during, from, or at the actual time that some- 
thing (such as a performance or event) happens ■ The pro¬ 
gram was shown live. ■ We are broadcasting live from down¬ 
town. » Here he is— live in concert! ■ The album was 
recorded live. 

go live : to begin operating or to become available for use ■ 
Our new Web site will be going live next month, 
liveable chiefly Brit spelling of livable 
live action noun [noncount] : a movie or scene in which ac¬ 
tors and sets are used : a movie or scene that is not produced 
by animation ■ a combination of live action and animation 
— live—ac*tion /'laiv'sekjan/ adj, always used before a noun 
■ a live-action scene/film/sequence 
-lived /,livd/ combining form : having a life of a specified 
length ■ long -lived ■ relatively short -lived 
lived—in /'lrvd.in/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : having a comfortable and appealing appearance or qual¬ 
ity that comes from being used for a long time ■ The room 
has a lived-in look to it. ■ a lived-in kitchen 

2 : showing the effects of age ■ a lived-in voice • a lived-in 
face 

live—in /'liv.in/ ad), always used before a noun 

1 : living in the place where you work ■ a live-in maid [=a 
maid who lives in the house where she works] 

2 : living with someone else (especially a boyfriend or girl¬ 
friend) ■ a young woman and her live-in boyfriend [=her boy¬ 
friend who is living with her] ■ his live-in girlfriend 

live*li-hOOd /'laivli,hud/ noun, pi -hoods : a way of earn¬ 
ing money in order to live [count] Many fishermen believe 
that the new regulations threaten their livelihoods, [non¬ 
count] (formal) He claims he lost a source/means of liveli¬ 
hood when he was injured. 

livelong /'liv.lairj/ adj 

(all) the livelong day old-fashioned + humorous : all day ■ 
I’ve been working all the livelong day. 
lively /'laivli/ adj live-li-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : very active and energetic ■ lively children ■ a very lively 
puppy ■ She has a very lively imagination. [=she imagines 


many things] 

2 : full of energy, excitement, or feeling ■ a very lively writing 
style ■ The book is lively and well written. ■ They had a lively 
debate/discussion. • She takes a lively interest in politics. 
[=she is very interested in politics] 

3 : full of movement or activity • lively streets ■ a lively dance 

■ A lively atmosphere keeps people coming back to the caf6. ■ 
Trading on the stock market today was rather lively, [^active] 
step lively (chiefly US) or chiefly Brit look lively : to go or 

move quickly : hurry ■ You’ll have to step lively if you 
don’t want to be late for work. 

— live-li-ness noun [noncount] the liveliness of the chil¬ 
dren/discussion/dance [singular] There’s a wonderful live¬ 
liness about him. 

liv-en /'laivan/ verb -ens; -ened; -ending 

1 [+ obj ] : to make (something) more lively, interesting, or 
exciting ■ He played some music to liven the atmosphere. — 
usually + up • She tried to liven up [= enliven ] her speech with 
a few jokes. ■ He suggested that we liven things up with a 
friendly bet on the game. 

2 [no obj] : to become more lively, interesting, or exciting — 
+ up ■ The party really livened up after she arrived. 

live oak /'laiv-/ noun , pi ~ oaks [count] : a large type of 
oak tree that grows in the southern U.S. 
liv-er /'liva•/ noun, pi -ers 

1 [count] : a large organ of the body that produces bile and 
cleans the blood — see picture at human 

2 : the liver of an animal (such as a calf or a chicken) that is 
eaten as food [noncount] We had liver and onions for dinner. 
[count] sauteed chicken livers 

liv-er-ied /'Irvarid/ adj, formal : wearing a livery ■ a liveried 
servant/chauffeur 

liv-er-wurst /'liva^wast/ noun [noncount] chiefly US : a type 
of soft sausage made chiefly of cooked liver ■ a pound of liv- 
erwurst ■ a liverwurst sandwich — called also (chiefly Brit) liv¬ 
er sausage 

liv-ery /'livari/ noun, pi -eries 

1 [noncount] : the business of keeping vehicles that people 
can hire — usually used before another noun ■ livery service 

■ a livery cab 

2 Brit : the colors or designs that are used on a company’s 
products, vehicles, etc. [noncount] aircraft livery ■ cars with 
similar livery [count] cars with similar liveries 

3 : a special uniform worn by servants especially in the past 
[noncount] servants in blue livery [count] servants wearing 
liveries 

lives plural o/ 1 life 

live-stock /'laiv,stark/ noun : farm animals (such as cows, 
horses, and pigs) that are kept, raised, and used by people 
[plural] a market where livestock are bought and sold [non- 
count] a market where livestock is bought and sold 
live wire noun, pi ~ wires [count] informal : a very lively 
and energetic person ■ She’s a real live wire. 
liv-id /'Irvad/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : very angry : furious • My father was livid (with rage) 
when I came home three hours late. 

2 literary : having a dark purplish color ■ a livid bruise 
1 liv-ing /'hvu)/ adj 

1 : not dead : having life ■ I was taught to respect all living 
things. ■ living beings/creatures/animals/plants ■ His aunt is 
his closest living relative. ■ He’s one of our greatest living au¬ 
thors. ■ She’s a living legend. [=a very famous and admired 
person who is still alive] ■ It was the first time I had ever seen 
a living, breathing bear in the wild. 

2 always used before a noun : currently active or being used ■ 
a living faith ■ living cultures ■ a living language [=a language 
that is still being used and spoken by people] 

3 always used before a noun : having the form of a person 
who is alive ■ He is the living embodiment of cheapness. [=he 
is very cheap] ■ I’m living proof that success is possible. [=my 
success shows that other people can succeed as well] 

4 always used before a noun : of or relating to the place, con¬ 
ditions, or manner in which people live ■ He and his wife 
have an unusual living arrangement, they work in different 
cities and only see each other on weekends. ■ They use their 
backyard as an outdoor living area. ■ They’re moving to a 
larger home because they need more living space. ■ These 
poor children are being raised in terrible living conditions. • 
He gave me a tour of his living quarters. [=the rooms where 
he lives] 

5 informal — used to emphasize a noun ■ You scared the liv- 
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ing daylights out of me! ■ They threatened to beat the living 
crap out of him. 

in living color: in the bright colors of real life ■ a television 
program shown in living color — often used figuratively ■ 
His opinions are aired once a week in living color. [=on a 
television program] 

in/within living memory : during a time that can be re¬ 
membered by people who are still alive ■ These events oc¬ 
curred within living memory. 

2 li ving noun, pi -ings 

1 [count] : a way of earning money : the money that some¬ 
one needs to pay for housing, food, etc. — usually singular ■ 
His investments provide him with a good living. [=provide 
him with enough money to live well] * What do you do for a 
living? [=what is your job?] ■ He struggled to scratch/eke out 
a living as a farmer. ■ He earned a/his living as a cook. = He 
made a living by working as a cook. 

2 [noncount] : a way of living ■ the challenges of city living ■ 
outdoor living • healthy living ■ It’s summertime, and the liv¬ 
ing is easy. — see also assisted living, cost of living, 
STANDARD OF LIVING 

3 the living : people who are alive ■ the living and the dead ■ 
The world belongs to the living. 

in the land of the living see ‘land 
living room noun, pi ~ rooms [count] : a room in a house 
for general family use — usually singular ■ He is watching 
TV in the living room. 

living standard noun, pi <■—dards [count] : standard 
of living — usually plural ■ trying to improve/raise living 
standards for poor people 

living wage noun [singular] : an amount of money you are 
paid for a job that is large enough to provide you with the 
basic things (such as food and shelter) needed to live an ac¬ 
ceptable life • He was barely earning a living wage. 
living Will noun, pi ~ wills [count] law : a document in 
which you say what medical decisions should be made if you 
become too sick or injured to make those decisions A liv¬ 
ing will usually says that a very sick or injured person should 
be allowed to die if there is no real hope of recovery, 
liz-ard /'liz^d/ noun, pi -ards [count] : a type of reptile that 
has four legs and a long body and tail 
II abbr lines ■ ll 15-25 

Ml — used as a contraction of will ■ That’// be enough. ■ I don’t 
know who ’ll be there. 

Ila*ma /'laima/ noun, pi -mas [count] : a South American 
animal that has a long neck and thick fur and that is used for 
its wool and for carrying things 
lo /'lou/ inter], old-fashioned + literary — used to call attention 



to something or to show wonder or surprise ■ Lo, the king 
approaches! ■ the adventures we have shared for lo these 
many years 

lo and behold — used to express wonder or surprise; often 
used in a humorous or ironic way ■ She appeared on a 
magazine cover, and lo and behold, she began to get offers 
to star in movies. ■ We opened the door, and lo and behold, 
the delivery man had arrived. 

1 ]oad /'loud/ noun.pl loads [count] 

1 a : something that is lifted and carried - He lifted the load 
onto his shoulders. ■ donkeys hauling/carrying large loads ■ 
She was carrying a heavy load of legal documents in her 
briefcase. ■ a light load b : an amount that can be carried at 
one time : an amount that fills something (such as a truck) ■ 
He picked up a load of firewood and carried it into the 
house. ■ The truck was carrying a full load of sand. ■ a load of 
laundry [=the amount of laundry that can fit into a washing 
machine] — often used in combination ■ an arm load of fire¬ 
wood ■ a truck load of sand ■ a boat load of tourists 

2 somewhat technical : the weight that is carried or support¬ 
ed by something ■ Losing weight will lessen the load on your 
knees. ■ a /oarf-bearing wall [=a wall that supports the weight 
of a building] 

3 a : something that causes worry or sadness ■ His death is a 
heavy load to bear. ■ The good news has really taken a load 
off my mind. [=has allowed me to stop worrying; has made 
me feel relieved] b : a difficult responsibility • There’s a lot 
of work to be done, and you have to carry/bear your share 
of the load. [=you have to do your share of the work] ■ I wish 
there were some way I could help lift this load [=weight, bur¬ 
den] from his shoulders. ■ The company is trying to reduce 
its debt load. [=the amount of money that it owes] 

4 informal a : a large amount of something • They had a 
load of trouble. — usually plural • We had loads of fun. ■ The 
house has loads of room. ■ I have loads [=many things] to do 
today, b — used in phrases like a load of garbage, a load of 
trash, a load of hot air, etc., to say that something is worth¬ 
less ■ 1 think their ideas are a load of garbage] 


living room 


lamp 


throw pillow (C/S), 
scatter cushion (Brit) 


mantel (chiefly US), 
mantelpiece 



magazine rack 
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5 a : the amount of work done or expected to be done ■ a 
full load of teaching work ■ She’s taking a full/heavy course 
load this semester. — see also caseload, workload b 
technical : the amount of work done by a machine ■ the load 
on an engine C technical : the amount of power used by an 
electrical device or produced by a power source ■ The elec¬ 
trical system failed because it couldn’t handle the load, 
get a load of informal : to look at (someone or something) ■ 
Get a load of that car! ■ You should get a load o/his pants. 
take a load off (your feet) chiefly US, informal : to sit down 
and relax • You look tired. Come in and take a load off. 
2 load verb loads; load-ed; loading 

1 a : to put an amount of something in or on (something) 
[+ obj] load a truck with packages • We loaded (up) the car 
and drove off. ■ Workers were loading and unloading the 
ships as they came into port, [no obj ] We loaded up and 
drove off. b [+ obj] : to put (an amount of something) into 
or onto something ■ load packages on/onto a truck ■ We 
loaded our luggage in/into the car and drove off. ■ Workers 
were loading cargo on/onto the ships. C [+ obj] : to supply 
(someone or something) with a large amount of something ■ 
Mom loaded me (up) with supplies for the hike. ■ She loaded 
the table with all kinds of delicious foods. ■ My sister loaded 
[=filled] her plate with mashed potatoes and com. 

2 : to put something necessary into a machine or device so 
that it can be used [+ obj] load a camera with film = load 
film into a camera ■ load a gun (with bullets) = load bullets 
into a gun - load a tape into the VCR [no obj] The film didn’t 
load properly. 

3 a [+ obj] of a boat, vehicle, etc. : to be boarded by (passen¬ 
gers) ■ The bus stopped to load a few more passengers, b 
[no obj] : to go onto something (such as a boat or vehicle) ■ 
The passengers loaded on/onto the bus. 

4 computers : to cause (a program, file, etc.) to begin being, 
used or displayed by a computer [+ obj] load a program • 
load a new Web page [no obj] The program takes less time 
to load than it used to. — see also download, upload 

5 [+ obj] baseball : to put runners on (first, second, and third 
base) ■ He drew a walk to load the bases. ■ The bases are 
loaded. [=there are runners on each of the bases] 

load down with [phrasal verb] load (someone or something) 
down with (something) : to cause or force (someone or 
something) to accept or deal with (something difficult) — 
usually used as (be) loaded down with • The company is 
loaded down with debt. [=is burdened with debt; has a large 
amount of debt] ■ I’m loaded down with homework. 
load the dice see 'dice 

load up on [phrasal verb] load up on (something) informal 
1 : to drink or eat a large amount of (something) ■ people 
loading up on fatty foods 2 : to get a large amount of 
(something) ■ investors who have been loading up on hot 
stocks 

— load-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a film loader 
load-ed /'loudad/ adj 

1 not used before a noun, informal : very rich ■ His parents 
are loaded. 

2 a of a gun : having bullets inside ■ a loaded rifle/pistol • He 
said he didn’t know the gun was loaded, b of a camera 
: having film inside ■ Is this camera loaded?. 

3 — used to describe dice that can be used for cheating be¬ 
cause they have weights inside so that particular numbers al¬ 
ways result when the dice are thrown • a pair of loaded dice 

4 : capable of causing harm or trouble because of a hidden 
or extra meaning ■ a loaded term/expression • That word has 
become so loaded that people are afraid to use it. ■ a loaded 
question 

5 chiefly US, informal : having a good amount of what is 
needed or wanted ■ a fully loaded car [=a car that has many 
extra features] ■ This team is loaded. [=this team has many 
good players] 

6 chiefly US slang : veiy drunk ■ He went to a bar after work 
and got loaded. 

loaded for bear US, informal : prepared to deal with attacks 
or criticism : prepared to fight or argue • She went into the 
interview loaded for bear. 

loaded with : having or carrying a large amount of (some¬ 
thing) ■ Her arms were loaded with books. [=she was carry¬ 
ing many books] ■ The car was loaded with supplies for the 
trip. • foods that are loaded with [=full of] fat 
loading dock noun, pi ~ docks [count] chiefly US : an 
area at the side of a building where goods are loaded onto 
and unloaded from vehicles — called also (chiefly Brit ) load¬ 
ing bay 


1 loaf /'louf/ noun, pi loaves /'louvz/ 

1 [count] : an amount of bread that has been baked in a long, 
round, or square shape • slicing a loaf of bread 

2 [count, noncount] : a dish made from foods (such as 
chopped meat, eggs, and seasoning) that are pressed togeth¬ 
er, shaped, and usually baked ■ a salmon loaf — see also 
MEAT LOAF 

2 loaf verb loafs; loafed; loaf-ing [no obj] : to spend time re¬ 
laxing instead of working ■ I spent most of the weekend just 
loafing around the house. ■ He has been accused of loafing 
on the job. [=he has been accused of not working when he 
should be working] 
loaf-er /'loufa*/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a low shoe with no laces — usually plural ■ He wore loaf ¬ 
ers with no socks. ■ slipped on a pair of loafers — see picture 
at shoe; see also penny loafer 

2 : a person who does not work hard • She’s a lazy loafer. 
loam /'loum/ noun [noncount] : a type of soil that is good for 

growing plants 

— loamy /'loumi/ adj loam-i-er; -est ■ loamy soil 
1 loan /*loun/ noun, pi loans 

1 [count] : an amount of money that is given to someone for 
a period of time with a promise that it will be paid back : an 
amount of money that is borrowed • He took out a loan 
(from the bank) to pay for the car. • He got a car loan. ■ He’ll 
need several more years to pay off/back the rest of the loan. ■ 
She needed money, so she asked her friend for a loan. ■ a stu¬ 
dent loan [=a loan that is used to pay for a student’s educa¬ 
tion] ■ a bank loan [=a loan that is made by a bank] • a per¬ 
sonal loan [=a loan that is made by a bank to someone for a 
persona] need] 

2 [noncount] somewhat formal : permission to use something 
for a period of time • Can I have the loan of your car? 
[=(more commonly) can I borrow your car?] 

on loan : borrowed from someone or something for a peri¬ 
od of time ■ This painting is on loan from the National Gal¬ 
lery. ■ an actor on loan from another sitcom • Some of the 
workers were on loan as temporary staff. 

2 loan verb loans; loaned; loan-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to give (something) to (someone) for a period of time 
: lend ■ He loaned his car to me. = He loaned me his car. [=1 
borrowed his car] ■ The National Gallery has been kind 
enough to loan this painting to our museum. — sometimes + 
out ■ The National Gallery loaned out the painting to another 
museum. 

2 chiefly US : to give (money) to (someone) who agrees to 
pay it back in the future : lend ■ His mother loaned him the 
money to buy a new car. • Can you loan me $30? 

loan-er /'loun^/ noun, pi -ers [count] US : something (such 
as a car) that is loaned to someone as a replacement for 
something that is being repaired ■ The car he’s driving is a 
loaner. His own car was damaged in an accident, 
loan Shark noun, pi ~ sharks [count] disapproving : some¬ 
one who lends money to people and charges a very high rate 
of interest 

— loan—shark-ing /MounJa^knj/ noun [noncount] 
loath /'louB/ also loathe /'louQ/ or loth /"louG/ adj [more ~* 

most ~] : not wanting or willing to do something ■ She was 
loath to admit her mistakes. ■ He was loath to reveal his se¬ 
crets. [=he did not want to reveal his secrets] 
loathe /'loub/ verb loathes; loathed; loath-ing [+ obj] : to 
hate (someone or something) very much ■ She loathed him. ■ 
They were rivals who truly/bitterly loathed each other. ■ I 
loathe having to do this. ■ It was a habit his wife loathed. 
loathing noun [noncount] : a very strong feeling of hatred or 
disgust ■ She expressed her intense loathing of/for his hypoc¬ 
risy. ■ She regarded his hypocrisy with loathing. 
loath-SOme /'louGsam/ adj [more most ~]: causing feel¬ 
ings of hatred or disgust: very bad ■ loathsome behavior ■ a 
loathsome hypocrite 
loaves plural of 1 LOAF 

lob /'la:b/ verb lobs; lobbed; lob-bing [+ obj] : to hit, 
throw, or kick (something, such as a ball) so that it goes 
through the air in a high curving path • She lobbed a throw to 
the pitcher. - The soldier lobbed a grenade into the bunker. ■ 
He lobbed the ball over his opponent’s head. — sometimes 
used figuratively ■ The reporters lobbed some easy questions 
at/to her. [=they asked her some questions that were easily 
answered] 

— lob noun, pi lobs [count] ■ He hit a lob over my head. 

1 lob-by /'la:bi/ noun, pi -bies [count] 

1 : a large open area inside and near the entrance of a public 
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building (such as a hotel or theater) ■ a hotel lobby ■ I’ll meet 
you in the lobby after the show. 

2 : an organized group of people who work together to in¬ 
fluence government decisions that relate to a particular in¬ 
dustry, issue, etc. • the gun/tobacco lobby ■ The proposed 
new law is supported/opposed by the oil lobby. 

2 lobby verb -bies; -bied; -by-ing 

1 : to try to influence government officials to make deci¬ 
sions for or against something [no obj\ an organization that 
has been lobbying for reform of the tax laws ■ The health¬ 
care industry has lobbied against the proposal. [+ obj] an or¬ 
ganization that has been lobbying Congress for reform of the 
tax laws — often followed by to + verb ■ They were lobbying 
Congress to reform the tax laws. 

2 : to try to get something you want by talking to the people 
who make decisions [no obj ] She has begun lobbying for an 
interview. [=trying to get an interview] ■ a player who has 
lobbied hard to be included in the team’s starting lineup [+ 
obj] I lobbied our company for a new computer. 

— lob-by-ist /'laibijist/ noun, pi -ists [count] ■ She was 
hired as a lobbyist for an oil company. 

lobe /'loub/ noun, pi lobes [count] 

1 : a curved or rounded part of something (such as a leaf or 
a part of the body) ■ the frontal lobe of the brain 

2 : EARLOBE 

— lobed /*loubd/ adj ■ deeply lobed leaves 
lo-bot-o-my /lou'bcutami/ noun, pi -mies [count] medical 

: an operation in which part of the brain is cut in order to 
treat some mental disorders 

— lo-bot-o-mize /lou'bcLta.maiz/ verb -miz-es; -mized; 
-miz*ing [+ obj] ■ The patient was lobotomized. 

lob'Ster /‘lcubstay noun, pi -sters 

1 [count] : an ocean animal that has a long body, a hard 
shell, and a pair of large claws and that is caught for food 

— see color picture on page C8 

2 [noncount] : the meat of the lobster eaten as food ■ I had 
lobster for dinner. 

lobster pot noun, pi ~ pots [count] : a trap for catching 
lobsters 

1 IO*cal /‘loukal/ adj 

1 a : relating to or occurring in a particular area, city, or 
town ■ local news ■ a local custom ■ Are you making a local 
(telephone) call or a long-distance one? ■ a local newspaper ■ 
local and state roads b : located or living nearby ■ We had 
dinner at a local restaurant. ■ The police have ah-ested a local 
man for the crime. ■ This is a local shop for local people: we 
don’t get many outsiders here. 

2 of a bus or train : making all the stops on a route ■ She took 
the local bus. — compare express 

3 : involving or affecting only a small area of the body ■ a lo¬ 
cal infection ■ local anesthesia 

— lo-caMy adv • locally grown corn ■ The restaurant is 
known locally for its hamburgers. ■ Do you live locally ? 
[=in this area] 

2 IOCal noun, pi locals [count] 

1 : a person who lives in a particular area, city, or town : a 
local person — usually plural • The restaurant is popular 
with (the) locals. 

2 : a train or bus that makes all of the stops along its route 

— compare express 

3 US : a local part of a labor union ■ He’s the president of the 
union local at the factory. 

4 Brit, informal : a pub that is near the place where you live 
: a local pub ■ my mates down at the local 

local area network noun, pi ~ -works [count] computers 
: a network that allows the computers in a small area (such 
as an office) to share equipment (such as printers) and data 

— called also LAN 

local authority noun, pi ~ -ties [count] Brit : an organiza¬ 
tion that is in charge of the public services for a community 
local color (US) or Brit local colour noun [noncount] : in¬ 
teresting information about a particular place and about the 
people who live there that is included in a story, movie, etc. • 
a writer who uses local color in his stories 
IO*cale /lou'kael, Brit lau'kail/ noun, pi -cales [count] : the 
place where something happens ■ They chose a tropical is¬ 
land as the locale for their wedding. : the place where a story 
happens in a movie, book, etc. ■ the film’s locale [=setting] • 
the locale of the story 

local government noun, pi ~ -ments [count, noncount] 
: the government that controls and makes decisions for a lo¬ 
cal area (such as a town, city, or county) 


lO-caM-ty /lou'kaelati/ noun, pi -ties [count] : a particular 
place or area ■ The plant has only been found in one locality. 

■ a locality with high housing prices 

lo*cal*ize also Brit lo*cal*ise /'louk3,laiz/ verb -iz-es; 
-ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to keep (something) within a limited area : to prevent the 
spread of (something) ■ Doctors are trying to localize the in¬ 
fection by using antibiotics. 

2 : to find or identify the location of (something) ■ The com¬ 
puter technician was able to localize the fault quickly. 

- lo-cal-i-za-tion also Brit lo*cal-i-sa*tion 
Aloukala'zeijan, Brit ,l3uk3,lai'zeij3n/ noun [noncount] 
localized also Brit localised adj [more most ~]: occur¬ 
ring only within a small area ■ The storm has caused localized 
flooding. • a localized infection 

local time noun [noncount] : the time in a particular part of 
the world ■ We’ll be arriving in New York at 10:45 local time. 
[=it will be 10:45 in New York when we arrive] 

In.cate /'lou.keit, lou'keit/ verb -cates; -cat-ed; -cat-ing 

1 [+ obj] ; to find the place or position of (something or 
someone) • We tried to locate the border of the property. ■ 
Can you locate your town on the map? ■ The missing boy 
was located by police in the woods. ■ The mechanic is still 
trying to locate the source of the problem. ■ Reporters have 
been unable to locate the mayor for his comments. 

2 a [+ obj] : to put (something or someone) in a particular 
place ■ The company chose to locate its factory near the air¬ 
port. ■ The guard located [^stationed, positioned] himself by 
the back door, b [no obj] US : to make an area, city, etc., 
your home or the place where your business operates ■ The 
company located near the airport. ■ His parents located in 
Ohio. C Something or someone that is located in a spec¬ 
ified place is in or at that place. ■ The bathroom is located up¬ 
stairs. ■ The company’s factory is located [= situated] near the 
airport. ■ He was working in Chicago for many years, but he 
is currently located in New York. ■ The restaurant is conve¬ 
niently located just a few minutes from my house. 

location /lou'keifan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : a place or position ■ This is a lovely location for a 
house. ■ The store has a new location. ■ The company is mov¬ 
ing its factory to a different location. ■ Radar established the 
precise location of the aircraft. 

2 : a place outside a studio where a movie is filmed [count] 
All of his movies feature lavish sets and exotic locations, 
[noncount] The picture was filmed on location in the desert. 

3 [noncount] : the act of finding where something or some¬ 
one is : the act of locating something or someone ■ Fog made 
location of the harbor difficult. 

loch /'la:k/ noun, pi lochs [count] Scotland : a lake or a part 
of the sea that is almost surrounded by land — used in 
names ■ Loch Lomond ■ Loch Ness 
lOC'l plural of LOCUS 
1 lock /'la:k/ noun, pi locks 

1 [count] : a device that keeps something (such as a door, 
window, or box) from being opened and that is usually 
opened by using a key ■ We had no key so we had to break 
the lock to open the door. ■ The thief used a wire to pick the 
lock. — see also combination lock, padlock 

2 [count] : an area in a canal or river that has gates at each 
end which are opened and closed to control the level of the 
water in different sections of the canal or river as boats move 
through it 

3 [count] : a method of holding someone so that the person 
being held cannot move ■ a leg lock — see also headlock 

4 US, informal a [singular] : complete control of something 

■ He appears to have a lock on the nomination for governor. 
[=he appears to be sure of getting the nomination for gover¬ 
nor] ■ He has been able to get a lock on the nomination. ■ 
There seems to be no danger that the company will lose its 
lock on the industry, b [count] : someone or something that 
is certain to have or do something — usually singular ■ He’s 
a lock for the nomination. = He’s a lock to get the nomina¬ 
tion. [=he is certain to get the nomination] ■ The team is a 
lock to win the championship. C [count] : something that is 
certain to happen — usually singular ■ It looks like his nom¬ 
ination is a lock. 

5 [count, noncount] Brit : the extent to which the front 
wheels of a vehicle can be turned ■ a car on full lock [=a car 
with its wheels turned as far as possible] 

lock, stock, and barrel : including everything : wholly or 
completely ■ She gave her friend everything she owned, 
lock, stock, and barrel , and moved away. ■ He insisted that 
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he be given control of the business, lock, stock, and barrel, 
under lock and key : in a room, box, etc., that is locked ■ 
The jewels are kept under lock and key. ■ The prisoner is 
being kept/held under lock and key. 

— compare 3 lock 

ock verb locks; locked; locking 

1 a [+ obj] : to fasten (something) with a lock ■ They locked 
the door when they left and unlocked it when they returned. 
■ She locked the bicycle to the railing with a chain. ■ The door 
was locked, b [+ obj] : to fasten the door, lid, etc., of (some¬ 
thing) with a lock ■ He forgot to lock the car. ■ They locked 
the box (shut) with a padlock. ■ a locked room — often + up • 
She locked up the house. C [no obj] : to become fastened 
with a lock • The door locked behind him. [=after he went 
through it] ■ The car locks automatically when you start the 
engine. 

2 a [no obj\ : to become fixed in one position ■ The wheels/ 
brakes locked and the car skidded off the road. ■ Their eyes 
locked. [=they looked directly at each other without looking 
away] b [+ obj] : to hold (someone or something) in a fixed 
position ■ He locked her in his arms. = He locked her in a 
tight/close embrace. [=he embraced her tightly/closely] ■ 
They were locked in each other’s arms. "He locked his fin¬ 
gers around her wrist [=he gripped her wrist very tightly] and 
refused to let go. ■ She locked her hands around the steering 
wheel. • Protesters locked [=linked] arms across the forest 
road. ■ His eyes were locked on her as she walked across the 
room. [=he was looking at her and at nothing else] ■ Repeat 
the exercise, being careful not to lock your knees. [=being 
careful not to hold your knees in a fully extended position] 

— often used figuratively ■ They were locked in a contract 
dispute. • two armies locked in a terrible struggle/fight • She 
was locked [= trapped] in a loveless marriage. 

3 [+ obj] computers : to make (a file, database, etc.) impossi¬ 
ble for others to open or change ■ lock a database ■ The file is 
locked for editing. 

lock away [phrasal verb] 1 lock (something) away or lock 
away (something) : to put (something) in a locked contain¬ 
er, place, etc. ■ The jewelry was locked away [=locked up] in 
a cabinet. 2 lock (someone) away or lock away (someone) 
: to put (someone) in a locked place (such as a prison) for 
a long period of time ■ lock away [-lock up] a criminal ■ The 
state locked their sister away in a psychiatric hospital. 3 
lock (yourself) away : to stay in a room or place by your¬ 
self for a long period of time ■ He locked himself away in 
his room while he studied. = He was locked away in his 
room while he studied. 

lock horns : to disagree about how something should be 
done : to fight or argue ■ They’ve locked horns (with each 
other) over this issue a number of times. 
lock in [phrasal verb] 1 lock (someone or something) in : to 
put or keep (someone or something) in a locked place, 
room, etc. ■ She locked her brother in the bathroom. • They 
locked the jewels in a safe. ■ They threatened to lock him in 
jail. ■ They pushed him into the room and locked him in. 
2 lock (something) in or lock in (something) : to do some¬ 
thing that makes you sure to get (something that could 
change, such as a good price, an interest rate, etc.) ■ If you 
sign the contract today, you can lock in this low interest 
rate before it goes any higher. 

lock on/onto [phrasal verb] lock on/onto (something) : to 
use electronic methods to find (a target) ■ The pilot locked 
onto the ship and fired a missile. ■ The missile locked on the 
target. 

lock out [phrasal verb] lock (someone) out or lock out 
(someone) 1 : to prevent (someone) from entering a 
place, car, etc., by locking it ■ I locked myself out acciden¬ 
tally. — often + of ■ She locked her husband out of the 
house. 2 : to prevent (workers) from going to work in or¬ 
der to force an agreement ■ The company has threatened 
to lock out its factory workers unless they agree to a new 
contract. — see also lockout 
lock up [phrasal verb] 1 : to lock all of the doors of a build¬ 
ing before leaving it ■ The last employee to leave the store 
at night has to lock up. 2 lock (something) up or lock up 
(something) a : to put (something) in a locked container, 
room, etc. ■ The money is locked up [-locked away] in a 
safe. — sometimes used figuratively • Most of his money is 
locked up in real estate. [=most of his money is not easily 
available because it is invested in real estate] b chiefly US 
: to make control or achievement of (something) certain • 
The team has first place locked up. [=the team is certain of 
getting first place] ■ He was unable to lock up enough states 


to win the election. — see also 2 lock lb (above) 3 lock 
(someone) up or lock up (someone) : to put (someone) in a 
locked place (such as a prison) for a long period of time ■ 
The police should lock him up. [=lock him away] — see 
also LOCKUP 
3 IOCk noun, pi locks 

1 [count] : a small bunch of hair ■ She was nervously tugging 
on a lock of her hair. — see also forelock 

2 locks [plural] literary + humorous : a person’s hair ■ I love 
her curly locks. [=her curly hair] ■ her long, flowing locks ■ 
golden locks — see also dreadlocks 

— compare 1 LOCK 

lOCk-er/'laik^/now/i.p/ -ers [count] 

1 : a cupboard or cabinet that has a door which can be 
locked and that is used to store personal items (such as 
books, clothes, shoes, etc.) ■ a school locker — see also 
FOOTLOCKER 

2 US : a cold room in which fresh or frozen foods are stored 
• a meat locker 

locker room noun, pi ~ rooms [count] : a room in a 
school, sports stadium, etc., for changing clothes and for 
storing clothes and equipment in lockers — called also (Brit) 
changing room 

IOCk»er—room /'lcck^ruim/ adj, always used before a noun, 
chiefly US : of, relating to, or suitable to a locker room ■ the 
locker-room entrance ■ locker-room language [=the kind of 
rough or rude language that is used by athletes in a locker 
room] ■ locker-room humor 

lock-et /Ma.kat/ noun, pi -ets [count] : a small case that is 
usually worn on a chain around a person’s neck ■ She kept 
her husband’s picture in her locket. — see color picture on 
page Cl 1 

lock-jaw /Ma:k,(fea.7 noun [noncount] informal : tetanus 
lOCk-OUt /Ma:k,aut/ noun, pi -outs [count] : a situation in 
which an employer tries to force workers to accept certain 
, conditions by refusing to let them come to work until those 
conditions are accepted — see also lock out at 2 lock 
lock-smith / l la:k,smi0/ noun, pi -smiths [count] : a person 
whose job is to make and repair locks 
lOCk-Step /Ma:k,step/ noun [noncount] : a way of marching 
in which people follow each other very closely 
in lockstep chiefly US : in a way that very closely matches 
someone or something else ■ Drug use and crime grew in 
lockstep. [=they grew at the same time and at the same rate] 
■ He refused to march in lockstep with [=to conform with] 
others in the party. 

lOCk-Up / l la:k,Ap/ noun, pi -ups [count] 

1 : a place where prisoners are kept : jail ■ a police station 
lockup — see also lock up at 2 lock 

2 Brit : a garage (sense 1) that is rented out — called also 
lockup garage 

lO-CO /Moukoo/ adi [more most ~] chiefly US, informal 
: crazy ■ The crowd went loco when she walked out on the 
stage. ■ He’s not just weird, he’s positively loco. — see also in 
LOCO PARENTIS 

lo-co-mo-tion /Jouka'mouJan/ noun [noncount] technical 
: the act or power of moving from place to place ■ studying 
the locomotion of spiders [=studying how spiders move] ■ 
Walking is one form of locomotion. 

1 lo-co-mo-tive Alouka'moutiv/ noun, pi -tives [count] : the 
vehicle that produces the power that pulls a train 
locomotive adj [more most ~] technical : of or relating 
to movement from place to place : of or relating to locomo¬ 
tion ■ the locomotive ability of spiders ■ locomotive power 
lO-CUm /Moukam/ noun, pi -cums [count] chiefly Brit ; some¬ 
one (such as a priest or doctor) who does the work of anoth¬ 
er person who is away for a short time 
lO-CUS /'loukas/ noun, pi lo-ci /Mou,sai/ [count] formal : a 
central or main place where something happens or is found ■ 
The area became a locus of resistance to the government. 
lO-CUSt /Moukast/ noun, pi -custs [count] : a type of grass¬ 
hopper that travels in very large groups and that can cause 
great destruction by eating crops ■ a swarm of locusts 
lO-CU-tion /lou'kju./an/ noun, pi -tions [count] technical : a 
particular way of using words : a word or phrase ■ We were 
taught to avoid certain locutions when speaking, 
lode /'loud/ noun, pi lodes [count] : an amount of a mineral 
(such as gold or silver) that fills a crack or space in rock — 
often used figuratively ■ In her books she mines the seeming¬ 
ly endless lode of her personal experiences. — see also 
MOTHER LODE 
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lode*Star /'loudiStaa/ noun, pi -stars [ count]formal: some- 
thing or someone that leads or guides a person or group of 
people ■ The idea of public service has been a lodestar for her 
throughout her life. 

lode-stone /'loud,stoun/ noun, pi -stones [count] : a mag¬ 
netic rock — sometimes used figuratively ■ The city is a lode- 
stone [=magnet\ for aspiring actors and actresses. 

1 lodge /'la:cfe/ verb lodg-es; lodged; lodg-ing 

1 a [+ obj] : to provide (someone) with a place to stay for a 
short period of time ■ The workers were lodged in temporary 
camps. ■ The refugees needed to be lodged and fed. b [no 
obj\: to stay at a place for a short period of time ■ We lodged 
at the resort. — often + with ■ The guests lodged with their 
hosts overnight. 

2 : to become stuck or fixed in a specified place or position 
[no obj ] The bullet lodged in his brain. [+ obj ] The bullet 
lodged itself in his brain. — often used as (be) lodged ■ The 
bullet was lodged in his brain. ■ A fish bone got/became 
lodged in her throat. — often used figuratively ■ a scene that 
is lodged in my memory [=a scene that I cannot forget] 

3 [+ obj\ : to present (something, such as a complaint) to 
someone so that it can be considered, dealt with, etc.: file ■ 
The group has lodged a grievance. — often + against ■ She 
lodged a complaint against her landlord in court. ■ He dis¬ 
putes the charges that have been lodged against him. 

4 [+ obj ] chiefly Brit : to place (something, such as money) in 
something or with someone so that it can be kept safe • The 
funds were lodged in an offshore account. ■ The funds were 
lodged with an offshore bank. 

2 lodge noun, pi lodges [count] 

1 : a house or hotel in the country or mountains for people 
who are doing some outdoor activity ■ a hunting/ski lodge 

2 : the place where a beaver lives ■ a beaver/beaver’s lodge 

3 a : a local group that is part of a larger organization ■ He’s 
a member of a Masonic lodge, b : a meeting place for the 
members of such a group ■ an annual dinner at the lodge 

4 a chiefly Brit: a small house used by a person who works 
on an estate ■ the gamekeeper’s lodge b Brit : a shelter or 
room for the use of a worker (such as a gatekeeper, door¬ 
keeper, or janitor) at a college ■ Ask for Professor Jones at 
the porter’s lodge. C Brit : the official residence of the head 
of a college that is part of a British university and especially 
Cambridge University ■ the Master’s Lodge 

lodg-er /'laicfca 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who rents a 
room in another person’s house 
lodging noun, pi -ings : a place where a person (such as a 
traveler) can stay for usually a short period of time : a place 
to sleep [noncount] There is gas, food, and lodging at the 
next highway exit. ■ (Brit) He worked in the kitchen in return 
for board and lodging. [=(US) room and board] [count] — 
usually plural ■ luxury lodging* ■ It can be difficult to find in¬ 
expensive lodgings in the city. • He found lodgings with a 
family near the university. 

lodging house noun, pi ~ houses [count] chiefly Brit, 
old-fashioned : a house with rooms that can be rented 
I ROOMING HOUSE 
1 loft /'la:ft/ noun, pi lofts [count] 

1 : a room or space that is just below the roof of a building 
and that is often used to store things ■ The kids’ bedroom has 
a loft. 

2 : a high section of seats in a church or hall ■ the choir loft 

3 chiefly US a : an upper floor of a warehouse or business 
building especially when it is not divided by walls b ; an 
apartment made on the upper floor of a former warehouse 
or business building ■ He rents a converted loft. 

4 : HAYLOFT 

2 loft verb lofts; loft-ed; loft-ing [+ obj] : to hit or throw 
(something, such as a ball) so that it rises high in the air ■ He 
lofted a home run into the stands. ■ The explosion lofted dust 
high into the air. 

lofty /'la:fti/ adi loft-i*er; -est [also more most —] 

1 literary : rising to a great height: very tall and impressive • 
lofty redwood trees ■ lofty buildings synonyms see ‘high 

2 : very high and good : deserving to be admired ■ He set 
lofty goals for himself as a teacher. ■ lofty ideals/standards 

3 : showing the insulting attitude of people who think that 
they are better, smarter, or more important than other peo¬ 
ple • The professor spoke with a lofty [=haughty] air. ■ She 
showed a lofty disregard for their objections. 

- loft-i-ly /'larftali/ adv ■ She loftily dismissed their objec¬ 
tions. — loft-i-ness /'laiftinas/ noun [noncount] 

1 log /Ma:g/ noun, pi logs [count] 


1 a : a long, heavy section of a tree that has fallen or been 
cut down ■ a log cabin [=a cabin made from logs] b : a thick 
piece of wood ■ Throw another log on the fire. 

2 a : the record of travel by a ship or airplane ■ the captain's 
log ■ keep a log b : a record of performance, events, or ac¬ 
tivities ■ The mechanic kept a log showing when repairs were 
done on the truck. ■ a computer log 

as easy as falling off a log see 1 easy 
sleep like a log see 1 sleep 

— compare 3 log 

2 log verb logs; logged; log-ging 

1 : to cut down trees in an area for wood [+ obj] Thousands 
of trees have been logged in this area. ■ The forest has been 
heavily logged, [no obj] The company has been logging in 
this area for many years. 

2 [+ obj]: to make an official record of (something) ■ Part of 
his job is to log all deliveries. ■ log incoming phone calls 

3 [+ obj] a : to do something for (a specified distance or 
time) ■ Truck drivers log thousands of miles every week. ■ 
She has only been flying for a few months, but she has al¬ 
ready logged more than 80 hours, b chiefly US : to succeed 
in getting or achieving (something, such as a record of wins) 
• a pitcher who has logged more than a hundred victories 
log off or log out [phrasal verb] computers : to end the con¬ 
nection of a computer to a network or system ■ Remember 
to logoff when you’re finished. 

log on or log in [phrasal verb] computers : to start the con¬ 
nection of a computer to a network or system — often + to 
■ logged on to the Internet ■ You need a password to log in 
(to the network). 

3 log noun,pi logs [count] : logarithm — compare ‘log 
lo-gan-ber-ry /'louga^beri, Brit 'lauganbri/ noun, pi -ries 
[count] : a red berry that is sweet and juicy; also : the plant 
that loganberries grow on 

log-a-rithm / , la:g3,n53m/ noun, pi -rithms [count] mathe¬ 
matics : a number that shows how many times a base num¬ 
ber (such as ten) is multiplied by itself to produce a third 
number (such as 100) 

- log-a-rlth-mlc /.laigs'namik/ adi - log-a-rith-ml-cal- 

ly /.la.ga'namikli/ adv 

log-book /Ma:g,buk/ noun, pi -books [count] : a written 
record of activity, events, or travel : LOG ■ a pilot’s logbook 
log-ger /Mcrga*/ noun, pi -gers [count] : someone whose job 
is to cut down trees for wood 
log-ger-heads /'lcuga^hedz/ noun 
at loggerheads : in a state of strong disagreement ■ The two 
nations are at loggerheads (with each other) over agricul¬ 
tural issues. 

log-gia /'loucfeijs/ noun, pi -gias [count] : an area on the 
side of a building that has a roof and that is open on one side 
log-ic /'lcr.cfeik/ noun 

la : a proper or reasonable way of thinking about or under¬ 
standing something [noncount] If you just use a little logic , 
you’ll see I’m right. ■ the rules of logic ■ There’s no logic in/to 
your reasoning. ■ I can’t see the logic in always worrying 
about the future. = Where’s the logic in always worrying 
about the future? ■ There’s some logic to/in what he says. ■ 
She kept the dog, against all logic, after it attacked her. 
[=her decision to keep the dog was not logical/sensible] ■ Her 
decision defies logic. [=her decision makes no sense; her de¬ 
cision is not logical] [singular] There’s a certain logic in/to 
what he says, b [noncount] : a particular way of thinking 
about something • I could not understand her logic in keep¬ 
ing the dog. [=1 could not understand her reason for keeping 
the dog] ■ I fail to see your logic. = I fail to see the logic be¬ 
hind/of your reasoning. • faulty logic 

2 [noncount] : the science that studies the formal processes 
used in thinking and reasoning ■ a professor of logic — see 
also FUZZY LOGIC 

3 [noncount] : the way facts or events follow or relate to 
each other ■ The revolution proceeded according to its own 
logic. ■ the logic of the situation 

4 [noncount] technical : the arrangement of circuits in a 
computer 

lOQ-i-cal /'laicfeiksl/ adi 

1 [more most ~] : agreeing with the rules of logic : sensi¬ 
ble or reasonable ■ a logical argument/conclusion/decision ■ 
Since she helped us before, it’s logical to assume that she’ll 
help us again. ■ He seems to be a logical choice for the job. ■ 
She wasn’t able to give me a logical explanation for her be¬ 
havior. ■ a logical thinker 

2 : of or relating to the formal processes used in thinking 
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and reasoning ■ logical principles/argumentation 

— log*i»caMy /'lcncfeikli/ adv ■ His argument doesn’t pro¬ 
ceed logically. ■ He couldn’t explain his decision logically. ■ 
Since she helped us before, we can logically assume that 
she’ll help us again. 

lo-gi-cian /lou'cfeijsn/ noun, pi -cians [count] : someone 
who is skilled or trained in the formal processes used in 
thinking and reasoning 

IO-giS-tiCS /lou'cfeistiks/ noun [plural] : the things that must 
be done to plan and organize a complicated activity or event 
that involves many people ■ My mother was in charge of the 
logistics of our camping trip. ■ Logistics are the key to a suc¬ 
cessful military campaign. ■ the logistics of a political cam¬ 
paign — sometimes used with a singular verb ■ Logistics is 
the key to a successful military campaign. 

— lo*gis-tic /lou'cfeistik/ or lo-gis-ti-cal /lou'cfcistikal/ adj ■ 
The festival was a logistical nightmare. [=planning the de¬ 
tails of the festival was extremely difficult] 

log-jam /'la:g,cfeaem/ noun, pi -jams [count] 

1 : a situation in which a large number of logs floating down 
a river become tangled with each other so that further move¬ 
ment is not possible 

2 : a situation in which no progress seems possible ■ He was 
called in to try to break the logjam in the negotiations. 

logo /'lougou/ noun, pi log-os [count] : a symbol that is used 
to identify a company and that appears on its products ■ 
T-shirts with corporate logos 

lo-gy /'lougi/ adj lo-gi-er; -est US, informal : not able to 
think or move normally because of being tired, sick, etc. ■ 
feeling logy [-groggy] 

-logy noun combining form 

1 : area of knowledge : theory : science ■ theology ■ bio logy ■ 
musico/ogy ■ psycho/ogy 

2 : speech or writing ■ tri logy 
loin /'lorn/ noun, pi loins 

1 a [count] : an area on the back of an animal’s body near 
the tail ■ a horse’s loins b [count, noncount] : meat from this 
area • pork loin 

2 loins [plural]: the area of a person’s body that includes the 
sexual organs ■ There was a towel wrapped around his loins. 

Your child or children can be referred to as the fruit of 
your loins. A child can be described as springing/coming 
from the loins of his or her parents. These phrases are usual¬ 
ly used in a humorous way. 

gird (up) your loins : to prepare yourself for a fight or for 
some difficult task • The company is girding its loins for 
what could be a long strike. 

loin-cloth /’lom,kla:0/ noun, pi -cloths [count] : a piece of 
cloth worn to cover the sexual organs especially by men in 
very hot parts of the world 

loi-ter /'loitay verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing [no obj] : to re¬ 
main in an area when you do not have a particular reason to 
be there ■ Loitering is prohibited outside the theaters. ■ There 
was a group of teenagers loitering (around) [= hanging 
around] in the parking lot. 

— loi-ter-er /'loitara/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

LOL abbr laugh(ing) out loud — used on the Internet, in 
e-mail, etc., to indicate that something is considered very 
funny 

loll /Mail/ verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition 

lolls; lolled; loll-ing [no obj] 

1 : to hang or bend loosely ■ a dog with its tongue lolling out 
* Her head was lolling to one side. 

2 : to lie or sit in a relaxed or lazy manner ■ She was lolling 
by the pool. ■ He lolled about/around in his pajamas all day. 

lol-li-pop or loMy-pop /Ma:li,pa:p/ noun, pi -pops [count] 
: a round piece of hard candy on the end of a stick 
lol-ly /'la:li/ noun, pi lol-lies 

1 [count] a chiefly Brit : lollipop b Brit: ice lolly 

2 [ noncount] Brit, old-fashioned slang : money 
lol-ly-gag / , la:li,g*g/ verb -gags; -gagged; -gag-ging 

[no obj] US, informal : to spend time doing things that are 
not useful or serious : to fool around and waste time ■ He 
was kicked off the team for loltygagging during practice. ■ 
Stop lollygagging around/about and get to work! 

— lol-ly-gag-ger noun, pi -gers [count] 

lo mein /Mou'mem/ noun [noncount] : a combination of soft 
noodles, vegetables, and usually meat or shrimp that is 
served in Chinese restaurants in the U.S. — compare CHOW 
MEIN 

lone /'loon/ adj, always used before a noun 
1 : standing, acting, or being alone ■ a lone traveler [=a trav¬ 


eler who is alone] ■ a lone gunman ■ He was the lone [=only, 
sole] official to vote against the plan. ■ a lone [=; solitary] tree 
on the hill — see also lone wolf 

2 Brit : not having a partner (such as a husband or wife) ■ a 
lone [=, single ] parent/father/mother 
lone-ly /'lounli/ adi lone-li-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : sad from being apart from other people - He was/felt 
lonely without his wife and children. ■ a lonely old man ■ feel¬ 
ing lonely ■ She was a lonely child with few friends. 

2 : causing sad feelings that come from being apart from 
other people ■ It was lonely living out in the country. ■ She 
spent too many lonely nights at home. • She had a lonely 
childhood. ■ It’s lonely at the top. [=powerful and successful 
people often have few friends] 

3 : not visited by or traveled on by many people ■ a lonely 
spot in the woods ■ a lonely stretch of road 

— lone-li-ness /'lounlinas/ noun [noncount] 
lonely hearts adj, always used before a noun : intended for 
lonely people who want to meet someone they can have a ro¬ 
mantic or friendly relationship with ■ a lonely hearts club ■ 
the lonely hearts section of the newspaper 
lon-er /'Xounvj noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who is often 
alone or who likes to be alone ■ The killer was a loner with no 
friends. 

lone-SOme /Mounsam/ adj [more most ~] chiefly US 

1 : sad from being apart from other people : lonely ■ He 
was/felt lonesome for his family. 

2 : causing sad feelings that come from being apart from 
other people : lonely ■ The empty house seemed so lone¬ 
some. 

3 : not visited by or traveled on by many people : lonely ■ 
a lonesome highway ■ the lonesome frontier 

(all) by your lonesome informal: without anyone else : en¬ 
tirely alone ■ He sat by his lonesome [=by himself] at the 
dinner table. ■ She made the cake all by her lonesome. 
lone Wolf noun, pi ~ wolves [count] : someone who likes 
to act, live, or work alone : LONER ■ He had the reputation 
of being a lone wolf in high school. 

1 long /'Ia:g/ adj lon-ger /'laigga 1 /; lon-gest /'lairjgast/ 

1 a : extending a great distance from one end to the other 
end : not short ■ long hair ■ long legs ■ a long corridor ■ The 
bridge is the longest in the world. ■ We drove a long distance. 

■ the longjlonger side of the building ■ The pants are a little 
(too) long for me. [=they should be shorter in order to fit me] 
b : extending a specified distance : having a specified length 

■ one meter long ■ The whale was 50 feet long. ■ “How long 
was the race?” “The race was five miles long." 

2 a : lasting or continuing for a great amount of time ■ a long 
pause/wait ■ They’ve had a long and happy marriage. • She 
finds it hard to sit still for long periods of time. ■ It’s a long 
movie. ■ The company has a long tradition of serving its cus¬ 
tomers well. ■ I’ve known them for a long time. [=many 
years] ■ I haven’t seen them for/in a (very) long time. = (US) I 
haven’t seen them for the longest time. ■ The changes took a 
long time to come. = The changes were long In coming. [=the 
changes did not happen quickly] ■ It happened a long time 
ago. [=far in the past; not at all recently] ■ The test should 
take an hour at the longest. [=it should not be longer than an 
hour] ■ She is used to working long hours. [=she often works 
for many hours at a time] ■ He has a very long memory. [=he 
remembers things that happened far in the past] ■ someone 
with long experience in the UN [^someone who has been in 
the UN many years] ■ She gave him a long look. [=she looked 
at him for many seconds] ■ It’s been a long day. [=a difficult 
day in which time seems to go by slowly] » We took Friday 
off and went to the coast for a long weekend. [=a weekend 
with an extra day added to it] b : lasting or continuing for a 
specified amount of time ■ The movie is three hours long. [=it 
lasts three hours] ■ A day is 24 hours long. — see also DAY¬ 
LONG, MONTHLONG, WEEKLONG 

3 a : having many pages, items, etc. ■ a long book/essay/list ■ 
The team has had a long streak of wins, b : having a speci¬ 
fied number of pages, items, etc. ■ The book is 300 pages 
long. • The team’s winning streak is 12 games long. 

4 of clothing : covering all or most of the arms or legs ■ a 
shirt with long sleeves ■ long pants ■ a long skirt 

5 sports : going beyond the area of play ■ His second serve 
was long , so he lost the point. 

6 linguistics, of a vowel — used to identify certain vowel 
sounds in English ■ long and short vowels ■ the long “a” in 
“make’’ • the long “e” in “sweet” ■ the long “i” in “ice” ■ the 
long "u” in “use" — compare 1 SHORT 8 
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7 of someone's face : showing sadness • Why the long lace ? 
[=you look sad; why are you sad?] 

a long way : a great distance • He grew up a long way from 
here. ■ Their house is a long way (away) from here. — often 
used figuratively in various phrases ■ We’ve done a lot of 
work, but we have a long way to go. [=we still have a lot of 
work to do] • These changes will go a long way toward/to¬ 
wards making the system more efficient. [=these changes 
will do a lot to make the system more efficient] • The com¬ 
pany has really come a long way [=the company has made 
a lot of progress] since/from its humble beginnings. ■ These 
problems go back a long way. [=these problems have exist¬ 
ed for a long time] ■ She and her business partner go back a 
long way (together). [=she and her business partner have 
known each other for a long time] 
as long as someone’s arm informal : very long : having 
many pages, items, etc. ■ I had a list of things to do that was 
as long as your/my arm. 
at long last see 5 last 
how long Is a piece of string see 1 string 
long In the tooth see tooth 

long on : having or providing a good amount of (something) 
• He was long on criticism [=he said many critical things] 
but short on useful advice. 

long time no see informal — used as a greeting for some¬ 
one you have not seen for a long time ■ Well hello there! 
Long time no see ! 

not by a long chalk see 1 chalk 
not long for this world see 1 world 
take the long view see ‘view 
the long arm of the law see ‘arm 
2 long \ adv longer; longest 

f : for or during a long time : for many years, days, hours, 
etc. ■ The extra food she brought did not last long. ■ Will he 
be away (very) long ? ■ They’ll have to wait a bit longer. ■ The 
mall has long been a popular hangout for teenagers. ■ They 
have long been devoted friends. ■ It’s been so long since we’ve 
seen each other. ■ It’s been much too long since we’ve seen 
each other. ■ That meeting was way too long. ■ She’s been 
away so long. [=for such a long time] • We had to leave long 
before we were ready to go. ■ Long live the King/Queen! 
[=may the King/Queen live for many years] — sometimes 
used in combination • her long-awaited new novel • a long- 
anticipated announcement 

2 : for a specified period of time • The children played all 
day long, ^throughout the day] ■ We talked all night long. • 
all summer/week long 

3 : at a time far before or after a specified moment or event • 
events that occurred long before the discovery of America ■ 
He remembered that day long after it had faded from her 
memory. ■ The book wasn’t published until long qfier she had 
died. ■ He went to bed at 10 o’clock. Not long afterlafterward, 
the phone rang. 

4 : for a great distance ■ The quarterback threw the ball long, 
as long as or so long as 1 : since ■ As long as I’m here, 

we may as well begin. ■ As long as you’re up, would you 
mind getting me a drink? ■ So long as you feel that way I’ll 
leave. 2 : IF ■ I’ll go with you as long as you’ll drive. ■ 
They can do anything they want, so long as they follow the 
rules. ■ As long as she’s allowed to go first, she’s happy. 3 
: during the time that: while • The economy will remain 
strong as long as there are jobs to go around. 
be long — used to ask how much time will be required or to 
say that something will take only a short amount of time 
or will happen soon ■ “Will you be long ?” “No, I’ll be ready 
soon.’’ • I’m going out now, but I won’t be long. [=1 will re¬ 
turn soon] • “Have you finished yet?” “No, but I won't be 
long." [=1 will finish soon] ■ “Will you be much longer ?” 
“No, I’m almost ready.” • We’ve been waiting since morn¬ 
ing, but It won’t be long now. [=what we have been waiting 
for will happen/come soon] ■ It can’t be much longer be¬ 
fore they give up. [=they will probably give up soon] 
long ago : at a time in the distant past ■ events that hap¬ 
pened long ago • The announcement was made not long 
ago. [=the announcement was made recently] ■ It wasn’t 
so/very long ago that this place was empty field. 
long gone : having ended, died, disappeared, etc., at a dis¬ 
tant time in the past • Those buildings are long gone now. 
long since : at a time in the distant past : long ago ■ ques¬ 
tions that have long since been answered [=questions that 
were answered long ago] ■ an animal that has long since dis¬ 
appeared from this region ■ I long since gave up trying to 
change her mind. 


no longer or not any longer — used to say that something 
that was once true or possible is not now true or possible ■ 
They could wait no longer. = They couldn’t wait any longer. 
[=it was not possible for them to continue waiting] ■ I can 
no longer afford the car. [=1 could afford the car at some 
time in the past but I cannot afford it now] 
so long informal : ‘goodbye ■ So long (for now)! Have a 
safe journey home! • She said so long to her friends and 
family and headed off to college. — sometimes used figu¬ 
ratively ■ the time of year when we say so long to winter 
coats [=when we stop wearing winter coats] 
take long : to require a large amount of time ■ It won’t take 
long to make dinner. • This is taking longer than I thought 
(it would), 
long noun 

before long : in a short amount of time : soon ■ They said 
they would be finished before long. • Before long the light 
rain had turned into a heavy downpour. • We expect them 
to arrive before long. [=before much longer ] 
for long : for many years, days, hours, etc.: for a long time ■ 
I haven’t known him for long. • Her life did not remain 
peaceful for long. ■ He won’t be away for (very) long. [=for 
(very) much longer] • He didn’t work here for long. ■ She’s 
been away for so long. [=for such a long time ] 
the long and (the) short of It — used when making a state¬ 
ment that is brief and that tells someone only the most im¬ 
portant parts of something ■ I could give you a lot of rea¬ 
sons for my decision, but the long and short of it is that I 
just don’t want to go. 

4 long verb longs; longed; long-ing [no obj] : to feel a 
strong desire or wish for something or to do something ■ We 
all long for peace. = We all long to live in peace. ■ I’m longing 
for the time when I will see you again. = I’m longing to see 
you again. = How I long to see you again! ■ He began to feel 
that the longed-for day of her return would never come. 
synonyms see yearn 
long, abbr longitude 

long ball noun, pi ~ balls [count] baseball : home run • a 
pitcher who has given up a lot of long balls ■ a batter known 
for hitting the long ball [=for hitting many home runs] 
long*boW /'lairhbou/ noun, pi -bows [count] : a large 
wooden weapon (called a bow) that shot arrows and was 
used for hunting and fighting in the past 
long-diS'tance /'lcuo'distans/ adj 

1 always used before a noun a : going or covering a great 
distance • long-distance trade routes ■ long-distance travel ■ 
long-distance roads ■ a long-distance runner b : involving 
people who are far apart • The two carried on a long-distance 
courtship/relationship/romance. 

2 of a telephone call : connecting to a place that is far away • 
She made several long-distance (phone/telephone) calls. ■ Is 
this call long-distance ? — opposite local 

— long-distance adv • She called her parents long¬ 
distance. [=she made a long-distance call to her parents] 
— long distance noun [noncount] chiefly US ■ You have 
to pay more for long distance. [=to make long-distance 
telephone calls] 

long division noun [noncount] mathematics : a way of di¬ 
viding one number by another number that involves several 
steps which are written out ■ students learning to do long di¬ 
vision 

long—drawn—Out adj [more most ~] : continuing for a 

long time or for too long ■ a long-drawn-out investigation ■ 
The two sides have been engaged in long-drawn-out [= pro¬ 
tracted ] discussions. 

lon*geV«i'ty /lan'cfeevati/ noun [noncount] 

1 a : long life : the fact of living for many years ■ His longev¬ 
ity was remarkable considering he had been so sick when he 
was a child. • The members of that family are famous for 
their longevity. [=for living to be very old] b : length of life ■ 
Better medical treatment has led to greater longevity. ■ a 
study of human longevity 

2 : the length of time that something or someone lasts or 
continues ■ The longevity of a car’s tires depends on how the 
car is driven. - She’s a talented athlete, but many people have 
doubts about her longevity. [=about how long her athletic ca¬ 
reer will last] • They’re trying to increase the product’s lon¬ 
gevity. 

long green noun [noncount] US, old-fashioned slang : MON¬ 
EY ■ was able to rustle up some long green in a hurry — often 
used with the • The band was raking in the long green. 
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long-hair /'la:i),he9/ noun, pi -hairs [count] 

1 chiefly US, old-fashioned : a person (such as a hippie) who 
has long hair ■ Longhairs crowded into the music festival. 

2 : a cat that has long fur — compare shorthair 

— longhair adj, always used before a noun ■ longhair cats 
long-haired /Mcui^he^d/ adi : having long fur or hair ■ 

long-haired cats ■ a beautiful long-haired girl 
long-hand /'la:r),h 2 end/ noun [noncount] : writing that is 
done by using a pen or pencil rather than with a typewriter 
or computer ■ children learning (to do) longhand ■ She wrote 
the book in longhand. — compare shorthand 
long haul noun [noncount ] 

1 : a long journey or distance ■ Driving across the country 
would be a long haul. 

2 chiefly US : a long period of time — usually used in the 
phrases for the long haul and over the long haul ■ It’s going to 
be a tough project but we’re in it for the long haul. [=we are 
prepared to work on the project until it is completed] ■ Will 
the company be able to succeed over the long haul ? 

— long-haul adj, always used before a noun ■ a long-haul 
flight 

long-horn /Ma:i)|ho9n/ noun, pi -horns [count] : a type of 
cow that has long horns • a herd of longhorns • a Texas long¬ 
horn — often used before another noun - a longhorn bull/ 
steer ■ longhorn cattle 

1 long-lng /Mcr.rjir)/ noun, pi -ings : a strong desire for some¬ 
thing or someone [noncount] They looked with longing to¬ 
ward freedom. ■ She cast a look of longing at the shop win¬ 
dow. [count] She never told anyone about her secret 
longings. — often +for ■ They were filled with a deep longing 
for peace. • He had/felt a longing for her. — often followed 
by to + verb • The refugees felt a deep longing to return home. 
■ He had a longing to be with her. 

2 longing adi, always used before a noun : showing a strong 
desire for something or someone ■ She looked at the shop 
window with a longing gaze. 

— long-ing-ly /'laiijirjli/ adv ■ She gazed/looked longingly at 
the shop window. 

long-ish /'la.TjiJV adj : somewhat long ■ She wore a longish 
coat/skirt. ■ He had longish black hair, 
lon-gi-tude /'Icuncfcajtuid, Brit 'lDncfe3,tju:d/ noun, pi 

-tuaes 

1 : distance measured in degrees east or west from an imag¬ 
inary line (called the prime meridian) that goes from the 
North Pole to the South Pole and that passes through Green¬ 
wich, England [noncount] a map of the world showing lines 
of latitude and longitude [count] calculating the longitudes 
of different places — compare latitude la 

2 [count] : an imaginary line that circles the Earth at a par¬ 
ticular longitude - The regions are on roughly the same lon¬ 
gitude. — compare latitude lb 

lon-gi-tu-di-nal Alcuncfea'tujdanal, Brit ilDnc&s'tjuidsndl/ 
adj, always used before a noun 

1 : placed or going along the long side of something ■ The in¬ 
sect’s body is black with yellow longitudinal stripes. 

2 : of or relating to longitude ■ calculating the longitudinal 
position of a ship 

3 : done by observing or examining a group of people or 
things over time to study how one or two particular things 
about them change ■ a longitudinal study of career aspira¬ 
tions among girls from 5 to 17 

— lon-gi-tu-di-nal-ly adv 

long johns /Ma:i)i<fea:nz/ noun [plural] : underwear that 
covers your legs and that is worn in cold weather — called 
also [US') long underwear; see color picture on page C12 
long jump noun 

the long jump : an athletic event in which people compete 
by trying to jump as far as they can • He won a gold medal 
in the long jump. — sometimes used before another noun - 
a long jump competition ■ She set a long jump record at the 
meet. — called also (US) the broad jump 

— long jumper noun, pi —ers [count] 

long—last-ing /'laiij'lsestio, Brit 'lDg'lcustii]/ adj long*er— 
lasting; long-est—last-ing [or more most ~]: existing 

or continuing for a long time - a book that has long-lasting 
[^lasting, enduring] significance ■ The trip had a long-lasting 
effect on me. 

long-life adj, always used before a noun 

1 : made to last a long time ■ long-life batteries 

2 Brit : having a substance added that allows something to 
remain fresh or good for a long time ■ long-life milk 

long-lived /'laig'lrvd/ adj long-er-lived; long-est- 


lived [or more most ~]: living or lasting for a long time ■ 
a long-lived woman, still vigorous in her 80s ■ The members 
of that family were all long-lived. ■ The redwood is a long- 
lived tree. ■ That fad was relatively/remarkably long-lived. 

— compare short-lived 

long—lost /'Icurj'lcust/ adj, always used before a noun : lost a 
long time ago : not seen or found for many years ■ a long-lost 
masterpiece that has recently been rediscovered ■ He em¬ 
braced his old friend like a long-lost brother. 

long—play-ing record /'lairj'plejiij-/ noun, pi - -cords 

[count ]: lp 

long-range /'lain'remifc/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : able to travel or be used over great distances • long-range 
bombers/missiles/rockets/weapons ■ a long-range radio 

2 : involving a long period of time • long-range planning • 
long-range [-long-term] goals/trends • a long-range forecast 

long run noun 

the long run : a long period of time after the beginning of 
something - Invest for the long run [-the long term], not to 
see what you can earn in a few months. • Your solution 
may cause more problems over the long run. — usually 
used in the phrase in the long run • It may be our best op¬ 
tion in the long run. [=when a greater amount of time has 
passed] • This deal will cost you more in the long run. [=in 
the long term] — compare short run 

— long-run adj, always used before a noun ■ long-run bene¬ 
fits [=benefits that will exist or continue over a long period 
of time] 

long-Shore-man /'laiijJ'oa'nian/ noun, pi -men /-man/ 
[count] US : a person whose job is to load and unload ships at 
a port — called also stevedore, (US) dockworker, (Brit) docker 
long Shot noun, pi ~ shots [count] 

1 : an attempt or effort that is not likely to be successful ■ I 
hope to double my profits, but I know that’s a long shot. 

2 chiefly US : a pereon or thing that is not likely to win some¬ 
thing (such as a contest or race) ■ The horse was a long shot, 
but we bet on him anyway. ■ She always bets on long shots at 
the racetrack. - a political long shot 

by a long shot: by a great extent or degree : by far ■ It was 
the biggest problem we had— by a long shot, 
not by a long shot : not at all - Our work isn’t done yet, not 
by a long shot. [=we still have a lot more work to do] 
long—Sight-ed /'la:i),sait3d/ adi [more most ~] Brit 

1 : farsighted 1 ■ He needs reading glasses because he is 
long-sighted. 

2 : farsighted 2 ■ long-sighted planning for the future 

— long—slght-ed-ness noun [noncount] 

long—Stand-ing /'lairj'stsendiij/ adj : lasting or existing for 
a long time ■ It was a long-standing tradition for them to 
camp in the mountains for a week during the summer. ■ 
Some long-standing problems are finally being corrected. • 
their long-standing relationship 

long—SUf-fer-ing /Ma.rjjSAfgnrj/ adj : suffering for a long 
time without complaining : very patient during difficult 
times ■ his forgiving and long-suffering wife ■ When the Red 
Sox won the World Series, their long-suffering fans could fi¬ 
nally celebrate. 

long Suit noun [singular] : something that a person does 
well: strong suit ■ Patience is not her long suit. [=she is not 
a patient person] 
long term noun 

the long term : a long period of time after the beginning of 
something ■ She is investing for the long term, [-the long 
run] ■ I think it’s the better choice over the long term. — 
usually used in the phrase In the long term • an investment 
that should do well in the long term [=when a greater 
amount of time has passed] • These changes may improve 
profits now, but they are going to cost us money in the long 
term. [=in the long run] — compare short term 
long-term /'Iccij'tfrm/ adi : lasting for, relating to, or in¬ 
volving a long period of time ■ The long-term effects of the 
medication are not known. ■ The company has a long-term 
plan/strategy for success. ■ His long-term memory is still 
okay, but his short-term memory is failing. [=he is still able 
to remember things that happened long ago but it is difficult 
for him to remember things that happened recently] ■ long¬ 
term care for the elderly ■ a long-term investment 
long-time /'laio'taim/ adj, always used before a noun : hav¬ 
ing been something specified for many years ■ the longtime 
chairman of the committee - longtime residents of the neigh¬ 
borhood ■ her longtime boyfriend/editor/manager/partner ■ 
longtime rivals 
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lon-gueur /larj'ga7 noun, pi -gueurs [count] literary : a 
boring part of something (such as a book or play) — usually 
plural ■ Though not without its longueurs, the opera came to 
life in the last act. 

long underwear now* [noncount] US : long johns 

long—Wind»ed Akurj'windad/ adj : using too many words 
in speaking or writing ■ The teacher was known for his long- 
winded explanations. ■ a long-winded sermon/speech ■ along- 
winded speaker 

— long—wind>ed*ness noun [noncount ] 

lOO /Mu:/ noun, pi loos [count] Brit, informal : toilet 

IOO*fah /Mu:fa/ noun, pi -fahs [count] : a rough sponge that 
is made from the dried fruit of a tropical plant and that peo¬ 
ple use to wash their bodies 
1 look /Muk/ verb looks; looked; looking 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to di¬ 
rect your eyes in a particular direction ■ He looked straight 
ahead and kept walking. ■ When you take a walk, look 
around you. ■ She smiled at me and then looked away. ■ He 
looked back the way he had come. ■ Look both ways before 
you cross the street. ■ When I finally reached the top I was 
afraid to look down. ■ She looked from one person to the 
next. ■ Look in the mirror/box. ■ They looked off into the dis¬ 
tance. ■ He was looking over his shoulder. — often + at • She 
looked longingly at the photograph. ■ “What are you looking 
at?” “I’m looking at this flower.” ■ looking at the stars 
through a telescope = looking through a telescope at the stars 

— see also look around (below), look at (below), look 
over your shoulder at 1 shoulder 

2 a [linking verb] : to seem to be something especially be¬ 
cause of appearance ■ He looks angry. ■ Her new haircut 
makes her look young/younger. ■ That cake looks delicious. ■ 
“How does the situation look (to you) now?” “It looks pretty 
bad/good.” ■ It looks dangerous/unlikely. ■ a kind-looking 
woman = a woman who looks kind ■ The child looked to be 
about seven years old. ■ The once-famous star looks to be 
heading into obscurity. ■ The year ahead looks to be a profit¬ 
able one. [=it appears likely to be profitable; I/we expect it to 
be profitable] — often used in the phrases look as If, look as 
though, and look like • It looks like it will be hard work. ■ It 
looks like it will rain/snow. = It looks like rain/snow. ■ It looks 
to me like they’re all the same. = It looks like they’re all the 
same to me. = They look like they’re all the same to me. ■ It 
looked as though he was feeling ill. = He looked as though he 
was feeling ill. ■ It looks like she’s going to win the tourna¬ 
ment again this year. = She looks like she’s going to win the 
tournament again this year. = {Brit) She looks like winning 
the tournament again this year. [=she seems likely to win the 
tournament again this year] ■ He looks like a nice man. = 
{Brit) He looks a nice man. [=he seems/appears to be a nice 
man] — see also look like (below) b [+ obj] : to have an 
appearance that is suitable for (something) ■ She looks her 
age. [=her appearance shows her age] ■ an actor who really 
looks the part [=whose appearance matches the appearance 
the character is supposed to have] 

3 [no obj] : to try to find something or someone ■ “I don’t 
know where my keys are.” “Try looking in the drawer.” • I’ve 
looked high and low. = I’ve looked everywhere. = I’ve looked 
all over. ■ “I still haven’t found my keys.” “Well, keep look¬ 
ing." • “I’m still trying to find my keys.” “Well, look no 
further —here they are.” — see also look for (below) 

4 [no obj] : to pay attention by directing your eyes at some¬ 
thing ■ You can see many wonderful things in nature if you 
take the time to stop and look. ■ The store clerk asked if I 
needed any help, but I told him I was Just looking. [=1 was 
looking at the things being sold in the store but did not plan 
to buy anything specific] 

5 [no obj] a — used to direct someone’s attention to some¬ 
thing or someone ■ Look! Over there! Is that a hawk? ■ Look ! 
There he is! — often + at ■ Look at those mountains. Have 
you ever seen anything so beautiful? ■ Just look at the time ! I 
had no idea it was that late! — often used in phrases like look 
where, look what, etc. ■ Look what I found. ■ Look who’s here. 
■ Look how easy it is to do this, b — used in phrases like 
look where, look what, etc., to warn someone or to express 
anger or disappointment • Look where you’re going. You al¬ 
most walked into that pole. • Look what you did! You broke 
it. ■ Now look what you’ve done. It’s broken, c — used to 
introduce a statement when you want someone to notice 
what you are saying ■ Look, this just isn’t going to work. ■ 
Look here, you need to start behaving more responsibly. 

6 [+ obj] a : to want or try to do something — followed by 


to + verb ■ a company looking to become a leader in the indus¬ 
try 1 We’re looking to create something new. b : to expect 
something — followed by to + verb ■ We look to have a good 
year. = We are looking to have a good year. 

7 [no obj] : to have a specified direction : to point or face in a 
specified direction ■ The house looks east. ■ The hotel looks 
toward the sea. 

don’t look now — used in speech before a statement to tell 
someone to be aware of something without looking ■ Don’t 
look now, but they’re coming our way. • Don’t look now, 
but I think we’re being followed. 
look after [phrasal verb] look after (someone or something) 

: to take care of (someone or something) ■ They hired a 
babysitter to look after the children. ■ I can look after my¬ 
self. ■ He looks after his aging parents. • They asked a friend 
to look after their house while they were away. 
look a gift horse In the mouth see 1 horse 
look ahead [phrasal verb] : to think about what will happen 
in the future ■ The past year has been successful and, look¬ 
ing ahead, we expect to do even better in the coming 
months. — often + to • Looking ahead to next year, we ex¬ 
pect to be even more successful. 
look around or Brit look round [phrasal verb] 1 look 
around/round or look around/round (a place) : to go 
through a place in order to see what is there : to explore a 
place * We arrived early at the theater and spent a few min¬ 
utes looking around. • The kids looked around the shops 
while we unpacked. 2 look around/round for (something) 

: to search for (something) ■ I looked around for my keys 
but I couldn’t find them anywhere. ■ He is looking around 
for a new car. — see also ‘look 1 (above) 
look at [phrasal verb] 1 look at (someone or something) a 
: to think about or consider (something or someone) ■ Just 
look at how successful she’s been. ■ The company is looking 
at the possibility of moving to a larger office. • I just 
haven’t looked at him as (being) a potential roommate. ■ 

The way I look at [=see] it, you’re wrong. ■ Some people are 
looking at her as a possible candidate for mayor. • You can 
make changes in your life. Just look at Tim. [=consider that 
Tim has made changes to realize that you can also make 11 
changes] b : to examine or study (someone or something) I® 
■ You should have a doctor look at that bruise. • I had the 
veterinarian look at my cat. 2 look at (something) a : to 
have (something bad or unpleasant) as a problem or possi¬ 
bility ■ If you’re found guilty, you could be looking at [=fac- 
ing] five years in prison, b : to read (something or part of 
something) • I haven’t looked at [-read] the newspaper to¬ 
day. ■ Did you look at that fax yet? — see also ‘look 1, 5a 
(above) 

look back [phrasal verb] : to think about something in the 
past ■ Looking back to/at last season, I can see why they 
didn’t win the pennant. ■ I look back at/on that time with a 
lot of pride. [=1 feel proud when I think about that time] > 

If you make an important change in your life and never 
look back, you never return to the way you had been be¬ 
fore, and your life is very different from that time onward. 

• After college, she moved to New York, got a job on Wall 
Street, and never looked back. 

look before you leap : to think or learn about the possible 
bad results of an action before doing it ■ If you’re planning 
to invest in your friend’s company, I advise you to look be¬ 
fore you leap. 

look daggers at see dagger 

look down on [phrasal verb] look down on (someone or 
something) : to think of or treat (someone or something) 
as unimportant or not worthy of respect ■ The family was 
looked down on for being different. ■ The other children 
looked down on me because my parents were poor. 
look down your nose at : to think of or treat (someone or 
something) as unimportant or not worthy of respect ■ She 
looked down her nose at her neighbors. ■ writers who look 
down their noses at popular culture 
look for [phrasal verb] look for (something or someone) 1 
: to try to find (someone or something) : to search for 
(someone or something) ■ We had to wait while he looked 
for his keys. ■ I’ve looked everywhere for my keys but I still 
can’t find them. ■ She’s looking for a new job. ■ look for a 
word in the dictionary ■ The police continue to look for the 
escaped prisoners. ■ His taste is—what’s the word I’m look¬ 
ing fori —I know, “eclectic.” — see also ‘look 3 (above) 

2 : to expect (something or someone) • We’re looking for 
better days in the future. ■ Don’t bother looking for me 
anytime too soon. — often followed by to + verb ■ You can 
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look for me to arrive around noon. ■ Economists are looking 
for the economy to improve in the next few months. 3 
look for trouble informal : to act in a way that could cause 
violence or problems ■ I could tell that he was looking for 
trouble as soon as he came in. 

look forward to \phrasdl verb ] look forward to ( something ) 
: to expect (something) with pleasure • They’re looking for¬ 
ward to their vacation. ■ He felt he had nothing to look for¬ 
ward to in his life. ■ She’s looking forward to meeting new 
friends. 

look in on [phrasal verb ] look in on (someone) : to make a 
brief social visit to (someone) ■ I plan to look in on [=drop 
in on, call on] some old friends when I’m in town. 
look into [phrasal verb] look into (something) : to try to get 
information about (something) ■ Is there a problem? I 
could look into it. ■ Investigators are looking into the cause 
of the accident. 

look like : to have an appearance that is very similar to 
(someone or something) : to resemble (someone or some¬ 
thing) ■ You look just like your mother! [=you resemble 
your mother very closely] ■ That powdered sugar looks like 
snow. — see also ‘look 2a (above) 
look like a million dollars/bucks see million 
look lively see lively 

look on/upon [phrasal verb] 1 look on : to watch some¬ 
thing as it happens without becoming involved ■ A crowd 
of people looked on [=stood by] helplessly as the house 
burned to the ground. 2 look on/upon (someone or 
something) : to think of or consider (someone or some¬ 
thing) in a specified way — + as or with • I’ve always looked 
on her as a friend, ^considered her to be a friend] ■ They 
looked on reading as an escape from the troubles of life. ■ 
He looked upon his son’s accomplishments with pride. 
look out [phrasal verb] 1 — used to tell someone to be 
aware of something dangerous • Look out [-watch out ]— 
one of the steps is missing! 2 look (something) out or look 
out (something) Brit : to succeed in finding (something) ■ It 
may take me a while to look out [=hunt down] his phone 
number for you. 

look out for [phrasal verb] 1 look out for (something) : to 
be aware of and try to avoid (something dangerous or un¬ 
wanted) • In the winter, drivers need to look out for icy 
patches on the roads. ■ In buying a home, there are many 
potential problems (that) you should look out for. ■ Look 
out for [-watch out for] that pothole! 2 look out for (some¬ 
one or something) : to take care of or protect (someone or 
something) ■ I can look out for myself. ■ She is supposed to 
be looking out for our interests. If you look out for num¬ 

ber one, you only think about yourself and do what helps 
you most. ■ We don’t want a senator who’s (only/always) 
looking out for number one. 

look over [phrasal verb ] look (something) over or look over 
(something) : to read or examine (something) usually in a 
quick or hurried way ■ She looked over the plans on her 
way out of the office. "He looked over his shopping list as 
he entered the store. ■ look a proposal over 
look sharp see 2 sharp 

look (someone) in the eye also look (someone) in the 
face : to look directly at (someone who is also looking at 
you) ■ I wasn’t afraid to look him (right) in the eye and tell 
him just what I thought of him! 
look the other way: to ignore something that should be no¬ 
ticed or dealt with : to turn your attention away from 
something ■ We can’t just look the other way while these vi¬ 
olations of basic human rights continue to occur. ■ Resi¬ 
dents of the neighborhood accuse police of looking the oth¬ 
er way as drug dealers become more active there. 
look through [phrasal verb] 1 look through (something) a 
: to read or briefly examine some of the pages of (a book, 
magazine, etc.) ■ She was looking [-leafing] through a maga¬ 
zine as she waited in the doctor’s office. ■ look through the 
pages of a magazine b : to look at the different parts of (a 
collection or group of things) ■ I looked through [-went 
through] all his letters. 2 look through (someone): to pre¬ 
tend not to see or recognize (someone) in a rude or un¬ 
friendly way ■ We used to be best friends but when she 
passed me on the street yesterday she looked (right/ 
straight) through me without even saying hello! 
look to [phrasal verb] 1 look to (something) : to think 
about or examine (something) : to direct your attention to 
(something) ■ They look to the future with ever-increasing 
hope. — usually + for ■ We can look to the past for help in 
figuring out how to deal with this problem. ■ look to nature 


for inspiration 2 look to (someone) : to need (someone) 
to do something for or give something to you : to depend 
or rely on (someone) ■ They look to me to fix the problem. ■ 
Many parents look to their children to help them navigate 
the Internet. — often + for ■ Many parents look to their 
children for help in navigating the Internet. ■ She looked to 
her friends for help. ■ They look to you for advice. 
look up [phrasal verb] 1 : to get better : improve ■ The 
economy is looking up. ■ Things started to look up for me 
when I got the promotion. 2 look (something) up or look 
up (something) : to search for (something) in a reference 
book, on the Internet, etc. ■ If you don’t know what a word 
means, you should look it up (in the dictionary). ■ look up a 
telephone number ■ look up an article in the encyclopedia 
3 look (someone) up or look up (someone) : to call or go to 
see (someone) when you are in the area where that person 
lives ■ I told them to look me up if they came to town. 
look up to [phrasal verb] look up to (someone) : to respect 
and admire (someone) ■ I’ve always looked up to my older 
brother. • The kids really look up to their coach. 

Look what the cat dragged in! see cat 
look your best see 3 best 

not much to look at informal : not physically attractive ■ 
The restaurant isn’t much to look at, but the food is good. ■ 
The dog is/i'f much to look at, but he’s a great hunting dog. 

2 IOOk noun, pi looks 

1 [count] : the act of looking at something — usually singu¬ 
lar ■ A quick look inside someone’s refrigerator can tell you a 
lot about that person. • Come on inside. Take a look around. 

■ She went inside the building to have a look around. ■ I 
wanted to get a look inside the car’s engine. — often + at ■ 
Just take/have a look at this! ■ It’s our first chance to get a 
look at the new library. ■ The witness wasn’t able to describe 
the killer because she didn’t get a good look at him. [=she 
didn’t see him clearly] ■ We took one look at the weather and 
decided to stay home. [=when we saw how bad the weather 
was we immediately decided to stay home] 

2 [count ]: the act of examining or considering something — 
usually singular • movies that are worth a look [=movies that 
you should consider seeing because they are good, entertain¬ 
ing, etc.] — usually + at ■ The report takes a close/revealing/ 
hard look at the public school system. ■ We need to take a 
closer look at these issues. 

3 [singular ]: the act of trying to find something or someone ■ 
I don’t think you left it here, but I’ll take a look around for it. 

■ I took a quick look, but he wasn’t there. 

4 [count] : the emotions and feelings that can be seen in a 
person’s face or eyes ■ You should have seen the look [ex¬ 
pression] on her face! ■ I’ll never forget the look in her eyes. ■ 
a look of jealousy /pride/remorse ■ He gave me an angry/ 
dirty look. ■ They exchanged looks of love. [=they looked at 
each other lovingly] ■ I’ve never seen her so angry. If looks 
could kill. I’d be dead right now. 

5 a [count] : a quality or characteristic that you can see 
when you look at something : the way that something looks 

■ The painting has an old-fashioned look to it. ■ The building 
had the look [= appearance ] of a fortress. ■ a fabric that has 
the look of leather [=a fabric that has the same appearance as 
leather] ■ Judging by/from the look of those clouds, we’re go¬ 
ing to get some rain. 1 1 don’t like the look of those clouds. [=1 
don’t like the way those clouds look; those clouds make me 
think that there will be a storm, it will rain or snow, etc.] ■ 
The restaurant doesn’t look very appealing, but looks can be 
deceiving/deceptive. [=something can be very different from 
how it seems or appears to be] ■ From the look of things, that 
car won’t last much longer. [=that car seems unlikely to last 
much longer] b looks [plural] : physical appearance ■ Ev¬ 
eryone says he’s handsome, but I wasn’t impressed by his 
looks.-, especially : attractive physical appearance ■ She’s very 
pretty, but she’s not going to get by just on her looks. ■ He 
had boyish good looks. • She’s worried about losing her 
looks [=becoming less attractive] as she grows older, c 
[count] : a style or fashion — usually singular ■ a new look in 
women’s fashion ■ They wanted the right look for the compa¬ 
ny’s new logo. 

look-alike /'lukajaik/ noun, pi -alikes [count] : someone 
or something that looks like another person or thing ■ She 
and her cousin are look-alikes. [=they look like each other; 
they look very similar] ■ a young actor who is a John Wayne 
look-alike [=a young actor who looks like John Wayne] 

— look-alike adj, always used before a noun ■ two look-alike 
cousins 

IOOk*er /'luka-/ noun, pi -ers [count] informal : a person (es- 
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pecially a woman) who is very attractive ■ His girlfriend’s a 
real looker. 

look-er—on /ilukatain/ noun, pi look-ers—on [count] : a 
person who watches something ■ The accident attracted a 
small group of lookers-on. [=(more commonly) onlookers ] 
look—in /'lok.in/ noun [singular] Brit : a chance to succeed 
or be involved in something ■ She wanted to apply for the 
job, but they never let her get/have a look-in. 
looking glass noun, pi ~~ glasses [count] old-fashioned 
: 'mirror 1 

lOOk-OUt /'luk.aut/ noun, pi -outs [count] 

1 : a person who watches an area and warns others if there is 
danger ■ The troops posted a lookout for the night. 

2 : a high place or structure from which you can see a wide 
area ■ The mountain road had several lookouts where you 
could enjoy the view. ■ a lookout tower 

be someone’s lookout Brit, informal — used to say that 
someone who makes a bad decision or does something 
foolish is responsible for the result and will have to deal 
with it alone ■ If he wants to spend all his money on expen¬ 
sive clothes, that’s his lookout. 

keep a lookout for : to watch for (something or someone) • 
The police officer walked through the neighborhood, 
keeping a (sharp) lookout for any suspicious activity. 
on the lookout for : looking or searching for (something or 
someone) ■ An avid shopper, she was always on the lookout 
for sales. ■ The police are on the lookout for two men who 
escaped from custody yesterday, 
look—See /'luk'si:/ noun [singular] chiefly US, informal : a 
quick act of looking at or examining something ■ They heard 
the house was for sale, so they drove over to have a look-see. 
1 loom /'lu:m/ verb looms; loomed; loom-ing [no obj ] 

1 : to appear in a large, strange, or frightening form often in 
a sudden way ■ A ship loomed (up) out of the fog. ■ Storm 
clouds loomed on the horizon. : to appear in an impressively 
large or great form ■ The mountains loom above/over the 
valley. 

2 : to be close to happening : to be about to happen — used 
especially of unpleasant or frightening things ■ A workers’ 
strike is looming. ■ A battle is looming in Congress over the 
proposed budget cuts. ■ a looming battle/conflict/problem/ 
storm ■ The deadline looms closer with each passing day. 
loom large : to have great importance or influence ■ Rising 

tuition costs loom large in the minds of many parents. ■ She 
was a critic who loomed large in literary circles. 

2 loom noun, pi looms 
[count] : a frame or ma¬ 
chine that is used to 
weave threads or yams to 
produce cloth 

1 IOOn /'lu:n/ noun, pi 
loons [count] informal : a 
crazy person ■ That guy is 
a complete loon. — com¬ 
pare 2 loon 

2 IOOn noun, pi loons 
[count] : a large bird that 
lives in the northern parts 
of the world and that eats 
fish and has a loud and 
strange cry — compare 
'loon 

loon-ie /'lu.ni/ noun, pi -ies [count] Canada : a coin that is 
worth one Canadian dollar 

1 loo-ny /'lu:ni/ adj loo-ni-er; -est informal : crazy or foolish 
■ loony extremists ■ Every family includes someone who’s a 
little loony. 

2 loony noun, pi -nies [count] informal : a crazy or foolish 
person ■ the loonies on that late-night television show 
loony bin noun, pi ~~ bins [count] informal + offensive : a 
hospital for people who are insane Loony bin is usually 
used in a joking way. ■ If you keep acting like that we’ll have 
to send you off to the loony bin. 

1 loop /'lu:p/ noun, pi loops 

1 [count] a : a curved part or shape made when something 
long and thin (such as a rope or thread) bends so that it 
touches or crosses over itself ■ a closed loop of rope ■ a wire 
with a loop at the end ■ a loop of string/thread b : some¬ 
thing that is shaped like a loop ■ They rowed along a loop in 
the river. ■ The road formed a loop around the pond. ■ letters 
formed with lots of loops C : a ring or curved piece used for 
holding something ■ a belt loop 


2 [count] : an action in which an airplane flies in an upright 
circle perpendicular to the ground ■ The pilot did/performed 
a loop. — see also loop the loop at 2 loop 

3 [count] : a piece of film or tape with the ends joined togeth¬ 
er so that the same pictures or sounds are repeated continu¬ 
ously; also : a recording that is repeated continuously ■ The 
computer-generated images are shown on a continuous loop. 

4 [count] computers : a series of instructions that are repeat¬ 
ed in a computer program until a specified condition is met 

5 the loop : a group of people who know about or have in¬ 
fluence or control over something — usually used in the 
phrases in the loop and out of the loop ■ She wants to stay in 
the loop as these changes are being considered. ■ He claims 
that he was kept out of the loop when the decision to sell the 
company was being made. 

knock/throw (someone) for a loop US, informal : to cause 
(someone) to be very amazed, confused, or shocked ■ The 
news of her death really knocked me for a loop. ■ His par¬ 
ents were thrown for a loop when he quit college. 
knock (something) for a loop US, informal : to damage or 
ruin (something) ■ The town’s economy has been knocked 
for a loop by the factory’s closing. ■ The news has knocked 
the stock market for a loop. 

2 loop verb loops; looped; loop-ing 

1 : to form or cause (something) to form a loop [no obj] The 
road loops around the pond. ■ The necklace is long enough to 
loop twice around my neck. [+ obj] She looped a string 
around her finger. ■ He sat with his arms looped around his 
knees. 

2 : to move or cause (something) to move in a high curving 
path [no obj] The ball looped over the shortstop’s head into 
left field for a single. ■ The batter hit a looping single to left 
field. [+ obj The batter looped a single to left field. ■ The 
quarterback looped a pass downfield. 

loop the loop : to perform a loop in an airplane 
looped /'lu:pt/ adj, US, informal : drunk or intoxicated ■ 1 
took one look at her and knew she was looped. 
loop-hole /'lu.'Pihoul/ noun, pi -holes [count] : an error in 
the way a law, rule, or contract is written that makes it possi¬ 
ble for some people to legally avoid obeying it ■ She took ad¬ 
vantage of a loophole in the tax law. ■ a tax loophole ■ His at¬ 
torney has been hunting/searching for a loophole that would 
allow him to get out of the deal. ■ tried to close/plug a loop¬ 
hole in the new legislation 
loopy /'lu.pi/ adj loop-i-er; -est 

1 : having many loops ■ loopy handwriting 

2 informal : strange or silly ■ a loopy comedian • a loopy 
smile/grin ■ The movie has a certain loopy charm. 

1 loose /'lu:s/ adj loos-er; -est 

1 : not tightly fastened, attached, or held ■ a loose tooth ■ a 
loose thread ■ Some of the shingles on the roof were loose. ■ 
The rope was tied in a loose knot. ■ The nails had been pried 
loose. ■ Some of the shingles had come/worked loose. • The 
boat came loose from its moorings and floated out into the 
harbor. ■ The ball popped loose from the shortstop’s glove. 

2 a : not pulled or stretched tight ■ a loose belt ■ loose reins 
on a horse ■ loose skin b of clothing : not fitting close to 
your body : not tight ■ She was wearing a loose dress/skirt. ■ 
a loose [=baggy] sweater 

3 : not physically held or contained ■ The dog was wandering 
loose in the streets. ■ The lion had somehow gotten/broken 
loose [-free] from its cage. — see also let loose 1 (below) 

4 a : not held together in a solid or tight mass ■ loose dirt • 
loose rocks ■ loose sandy soil b : not held together in a bun¬ 
dle, container, etc. • loose sheets of pages ■ Loose hairs stuck 
out from under his cap. ■ She let her hair hang down loose. ■ 
You can buy a bag of potatoes or some loose potatoes. 

5 : not stiff or tense : flexible or relaxed ■ He walked with a 
loose stride. ■ loose muscles ■ I never relaxed that day; I just 
couldn’t get loose. ■ Runners should warm up for a few min¬ 
utes to get loose. ■ I tried to stay loose during the game, but 1 
was too nervous. — see also HANG loose (below) 

6 : not closely joined or united ■ Ten advocacy groups from 
all parts of the country formed a loose alliance/association/ 
coalition to present their shared interests to Congress. 

7 a : not exact or precise ■ a very loose translation ■ a loose 
interpretation of the law ■ This book is only a novel in the 
loose sense of the word. [=the word “novel” does not usually 
refer to a book like this; many people would not consider the 
book a novel] b : not careful in speech : talking too freely ■ 
Loose [=careless] talk spread the rumor. ■ She has a loose 
tongue. [=she talks too much about things that are private, 
secret, etc.] 
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8 sports : not controlled or held by any of the playere in a 
game ■ a loose ball/puck 

9 old-fashioned : not respectable sexually : not decent or 
moral ■ He was accused of loose conduct/behavior. ■ a loose 
woman • loose morals 

10 of solid waste from the body : containing a larger than 
normal amount of fluid ■ loose stools; also : producing loose 
stools ■ loose bowels ■ loose bowel movements 

all hell breaks loose see hell 
break loose see 1 break 

cut loose 1 cut (someone) loose : to stop supporting or 
employing (someone) ■ He worked here for a few years but 
he didn’t do a good job, so we finally had to cut him loose. 
: to end an official relationship or agreement with (some¬ 
one) ■ She's been cut loose from her contract. [=the compa¬ 
ny/organization with whom she had a contract to work 
has ended the contract] 2 chiefly US, informal : to act in a 
free and relaxed way after behaving in a way that is con¬ 
trolled ■ I enjoy cutting loose with friends on weekends. 
hang loose chiefly US, informal : to remain calm and re¬ 
laxed ■ Just hang loose for a minute. I’ll be right back. 
have a screw loose, have a loose screw see 1 screw 
let loose 1 let (someone or something) loose or set/turn 
(someone or something) loose : to allow (someone or 
something) to move or go freely ■ He let/set the dogs loose 
in the courtyard. ■ cattle let loose to graze on the green 
fields — often used figuratively ■ It’s the end of the school 
year, when schools turn students loose on our towns. ■ a di¬ 
rector who's willing to let her actors loose to interpret their 
roles however they see fit ■ how to stop the violence that 
has been let loose [-loosed] on the city 2 : to produce 
(something, such as a cry) in a sudden and forceful way ■ 
The crowd let loose [Met out] an enormous groan when the 
pass was intercepted. ■ She let loose (with) a scream. 
play fast and loose see ‘play 

— loose-ly adv ■ The clothes fit loosely. ■ The term is loosely 
used by most people. • The rider held the reins loosely as 
the horse slowed to a walk. ■ loosely affiliated/allied busi¬ 
nesses ■ The company was loosely organized. ■ The movie is 
loosely based on the novel. [=it is based on the novel but 
many things are different in the movie] — loose-ness 
noun [ noncount ] ■ moral looseness ■ the looseness of the 
translation ■ the looseness of his clothing 

2 IOOSe adv : in a way that does not fit close to your body ■ 
loose- fitting clothing 

3 !oose verb loos-es; loosed; loosing [+ obj] 

1 : to release or untie (an animal or person) ■ TTiey loosed the 
dogs on the prowlers. [=they released the dogs so that they 
could catch, chase away, etc., the prowlers] — often used 
figuratively ■ riots that have loosed an epidemic of violence 
on the city 

2 : to make (something) less tight : loosen ■ He loosed his 
grip. 

3 ; to shoot or fire (something, such as an arrow or a bullet) 
■ The soldiers loosed a volley of rifle fire. 

4 IOOSe noun 

on the loose : able to move freely : not controlled or held 
in a prison, cage, etc. — used especially to describe a dan¬ 
gerous person, animal, or group ■ The prisoner escaped 
and is still on the loose. ■ A killer is on the loose. ■ An angry 
mob was on the loose. 

loose cannon noun, pi ~ -nons [count] : a person who 
cannot be controlled and who does or says things that cause 
problems, embarrassment, etc., for others ■ a politician who 
is regarded as a loose cannon by her colleagues 
loose Change noun [noncount] : coins that a person is car¬ 
rying ■ He had a few dollars in loose change in his pockets, 
loose end noun, pi ~ ends [count] : a part of something 
(such as a job or story) that has not been completed ■ We still 
have one more loose end to deal with before we’re finished 
with the project. — usually plural ■ The project is almost 
complete, but we still have a few loose ends to tie up. ■ All the 
story’s loose ends were wrapped up as the novel ended. 
at loose ends ( US) or Brit at a loose end : not knowing 
what to do : not having anything in particular to do ■ With 
everyone on vacation she was at loose ends. ■ Drop by if 
you find yourself at loose ends this weekend, 
loose—jolnt»ed /'luis'cfeomtdd/at# [more —; most ~]: able 
to move in a very free and relaxed way ■ a loose-jointed 
[-flexible, loose-limbed] dancer/gymnast 
lOOSe—leaf /'luis'liif/ adi ■ designed so that sheets of paper 


can be added or removed by opening a locking device that 
holds the sheets of paper in place ■ a loose-leaf notebook/ 
binder/folder ■« 

loose—limbed /Murs'limd/ adj [more most ~] : able to 

move in a very free and relaxed way ■ a loose-limbed [-flexi¬ 
ble, loose-jointed] athlete 
IOOS*en /'lu:sp/ verb -ens; -ened; -ending 

1 a [+ obj] : to make (something) less tight or firm : to make 
(something) loose or looser ■ He used a spade to loosen the 
soil. ■ She loosened the cake from the sides of the pan. ■ loos¬ 
en a screw ■ After eating so much I had to loosen my belt. ■ 
When the meeting was over he loosened his tie. ■ She loos¬ 
ened her grip/hold on the rope. [=she began to hold the rope 
less tightly] — sometimes used figuratively ■ He has loosened 
his grip/hold on the company, b [no obj] : to become less 
tight or firm : to become loose or looser ■ One of the screws 
had loosened a bit and had to be tightened. ■ Her grip loos¬ 
ened, 

2 : to become or to cause (something) to become less strict 
[+ obj] We want to loosen (up) the controls/restrictions that 
the law has imposed. ■ Each generation seems to loosen the 
established standards of behavior, [no obj] Standards of be¬ 
havior seem to be loosening everywhere. 

loosen someone’s tongue : to cause someone to talk 
more freely : to cause someone to say things that would 
not usually be said ■ Drinking alcohol can loosen your 
tongue. 

loosen up [phrasal verb] 1 : to make or become less tense 
: relax ■ He loosens up by exercising. ■ After a couple of 
drinks she had loosened up and was talking freely. ■ He 
seemed nervous and his friends kept telling him to loosen 
up. 2 loosen (someone or something) up or loosen up 
(someone or something) : to cause (someone or some¬ 
thing) to relax • He exercises to loosen up his muscles. [=he 
exercises so that his muscles are not stiff] ■ I tried to loosen 
her up [=1 tried to get her to relax and feel comfortable] by 
telling a few jokes. 

lOOS-ey— OOS-ey /,lu:si'gu:si/ adj [more most ~] chiefly 
US, informal : very loose or relaxed ■ a loosey-goosey attitude 
1 IOOt /'lu:t/ noun [noncount] 

1 : something that is stolen or taken by force ■ After raiding 
the town, the soldiers helped themselves to any loot that they 
could find. ■ The thieves got a lot of loot in the robbery. 

2 informal : money ■ He made a lot of loot selling cars. 
2 loot verb loots; loot*ed; looting : to steal things from (a 

place, such as a store or house) during a war or after destruc¬ 
tion has been caused by fire, rioting, etc. [+ obj] Rioters loot¬ 
ed the stores. ■ The soldiers were looting every house that 
they came to. ■ The supplies had been looted [=stolen] from 
the warehouse, [no obj] Soldiers swept through the territory, 
looting , burning, and killing. 

— loot-er noun, pi -ers [count] — looting noun [noncount] ■ 
There has been widespread looting throughout the city. 

lop /'la:p/ verb lops; lopped; lop*plng [+ obj] 

1 : to cut branches from (a tree, bush, etc.) ■ trees that have 
been heavily lopped 

2 : to cut or cut off (something) ■ badly lopped hair — usual¬ 
ly + off ■ lop off a dead branch ■ He accidentally lopped off 
[-chopped off] one of his fingers. — often used figuratively ■ 
She offered to lop $20 off the price. [=to reduce the price by 
$20] ■ They lopped several million dollars off the budget. 

lope /'loup/ verb lopes; loped; lop*lng [no obj] : to run in 
a relaxed way with long strides ■ The horses loped easily 
across/over the fields. ■ He went loping up the hill. • The out¬ 
fielder loped after the ball. 

— lope noun [singular] • She ran with an easy lope. — lop¬ 
ing adj ■ She ran with a long loping gait. - lo-plng*ly adv • 
run/move lopingty 

lop-eared /Marp^ad/ adj : having long ears that hang down 
■ a lop-eared bunny/rabbit ■ a lop-eared dog 
lop'pers /Ma:paz/ noun [plural] : a garden tool used for cut¬ 
ting branches and twigs ■ a pair of loppers 
lop*sid*ed /Ma:p,said3d/ adj [more —; most —] 

1 : having one side that is lower or smaller than the other ■ 
The boat looked lopsided. • The house had a lopsided porch. ■ 
a lopsided grin/smile 

2 : uneven or unequal ■ They won the game by a lopsided 
score of 25-3. ■ a lopsided vote of 99 to 1 ■ ( chiefly US) He 
won a lop-sided victory in the recent election. [=he won the 
election very easily; he had many more votes than the other 
candidates] 

— lop*sld«ed*ly adv — lop-sld*ed-ness noun [noncount] 
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lo-qua-cious /lou'kweijas/ cuH : liking to talk and talking 
smoothly and easily ■ a loquacious and glib politician ■ the lo¬ 
quacious host of a radio talk show 

- lo-qua-cious-ly adv - lo-qua-clous-ness noun [i non- 
count ] • a politician known for her loquaciousness — lo¬ 
quacity /lou'kwsesati/ noun [noncount] formal ■ a politi¬ 
cian known for her loquacity 
1 lord /Moatf/ noun, pi lords 

1 [count] : a man who has power and authority: such as a 
: a man who ruled over a large area of land in the Middle 
Ages ■ a feudal lord b : a very powerful criminal ■ a crime/ 
drug/gang lord — see also slumlord, warlord 

2 Lord [singular] a — used as a name for God or Jesus 
Christ ■ Ask the Lord for forgiveness. ■ Praise the Lord. ■ Oh 
Lord , hear our prayers, b Lord is used informally by it¬ 
self and in phrases to make a statement or question more 
forceful or to express surprise, anger, etc. ■ Lord, it’s hot out 
today. ■ Lord almighty , is it that late already? ■ Good Lord, 
what have they done?! ■ My Lord , what were you thinking?! ■ 
Oh my Lordl I can’t believe it! 

3 a [count] : a man who is a member of the British nobility ■ 
He became a lord upon the death of his father, b [noncount] 
Lord — used as a title for certain British noblemen and male 
officials of high rank ■ Lord Churchill ■ Alfred, Lord Tenny¬ 
son ■ Lord Advocate — see also lord mayor 

4 the Lords Brit: house of lords ■ The government had 
the support of the Lords. 

in the year of our Lord see year 
Lord help someone see ‘help 
Lord knows see ‘know 
thank the Lord see thank 
2 lord verb lords; lord*ed; lorddng 

lord It over someone : to act in a way that shows you think 
you are better or more important than someone ■ She 
knows she’s very smart and lords it over her younger broth¬ 
ers. • He got the only A in the class and was lording it over 
his classmates. 

lord«ly /Mo&dli/ adj lord*li-er; -est [or more most ~] 

1 a : having the qualities of a lord ■ a lordly and dignified 
man b : suitable for a lord : very large and impressive • a 
lordly estate 

2 : having or showing a feeling of being better than other 
people ■ lordly airs of superiority ■ He regarded his neighbors 
with lordly disdain. 

Lord Mayor noun, pi ~ Mayors [count] : the title of the 
mayor of the City of London and of some other large cities 
in Britain and Ireland 

lord*Ship /Moadjip I noun.pl -ships [count] chiefly Brit 

1 Lordship — used as a title when addressing or referring to 
someone who has the title of lord (such as a member of the 
nobility, a judge, or a bishop); used with his, your , or their • 
His Lordship is not at home. ■ Can I get your Lordship any¬ 
thing else? 

2 : the authority, power, or territory of a lord ■ He inherited 
a lordship. 

Lord's Prayer noun 

the Lord’s Prayer : a prayer that Jesus Christ taught to his 
followers 

Lordy /"load/ inter/, informal — used to make a statement or 
question more forceful or to express surprise ■ Lordy, that 
girl can sing! ■ Lordy it’s hot today, 
lore /Mo®/ noun [noncount] : traditional knowledge, beliefs, 
and stories that relate to a particular place, subject, or group 

■ an event that has become part of local lore ■ forest lore ■ the 
lore of sailing — see also folklore 

lor-ry /Mori/ noun, pi -rles [count] Brit: truck 
lose /Mu:z/ verb los*es; lost /Marst/; losdng 

1 [+ obj] : to be unable to find (something or someone) ■ 
She’s always losing her gloves. ■ Don’t lose your keys. ■ Hold 
my hand: I don’t want to lose you. ■ The police lost him in the 
crowd. [=the police were no longer able to find/see him after 
he went into the crowd] ■ The airline lost my luggage. [=my 
luggage did not arrive at the airport I flew into] ■ He lost the 
fly ball in the sun. [=he was unable to see the fly ball because 
he was looking toward the sun] ■ The letter was lost in the 
mall. [=it was sent but never delivered to the person it was 
addressed to] 

2 : to fail to win (a game, contest, etc.) [+ obj] lose a battle/ 
game ■ She lost her bid for reelection. [=she failed to win the 
election; she was not reelected] ■ We lost the game by a score 
of 4-2. ■ He lost his title in the rematch. ■ She lost the lawsuit. 

■ The team lost three games but won the next four, [no obj] 


The team lost in the finals. ■ an athlete known for losing with 
grace ■ That horse always loses. • He hates to lose when mon¬ 
ey is involved. ■ How could she play that well and still lose 7 
— often + to • The Yankees lost to the Red Sox. 

3 a [+ obj] : to fail to keep or hold (something wanted or val¬ 
ued) ■ lose an advantage ■ The country lost its independence 
50 years ago. ■ The mayor is losing power/influence/support. 

■ He is in danger of losing control of the company. ■ She lost 
control of the car and skidded off the road. ■ I was so angry 
that I lost control (of myself, of my temper) and yelled at 
them. • She didn’t lose her job but she lost access to all confi¬ 
dential company materials. ■ The senator lost votes when he 
angered some of his supporters. ■ The religious community 
was losing its younger members. • He hasn’t lost his sense of 
humor. ■ They had lost all hope of winning the title. ■ I don’t 
want anything to eat. I’ve lost my appetite. [=1 no longer feel 
hungry] ■ She began to lose confidence in herself. [=to feel 
less confident] ■ Try not to lose patience with the children. ■ 
The accident victim was rapidly losing blood. ■ I’m sorry I’m 
late. I lost track of the time. [=1 failed to stay aware of the 
time; I did not realize that so much time had passed] ■ She 
lost her balance [=failed to keep her weight spread equally] 
and fell, b If you have nothing (else/left) to lose, you 
cannot make a situation worse by taking a risk. If you have a 
lot to lose or have too much to lose , you could make your 
situation much worse by taking a risk or doing something. ■ 
You might as well apply for the job. You have nothing to lose 
and everything to gain. ■ Some of them are married and have 
young children—they have a lot to lose. ■ I can’t quit now. I 
have too much to lose. C : to fail to earn or keep (money) [+ 
obj] They lost all their money/savings in a poor investment. ■ 
The company has been losing money for the past several 
years. [=it has been spending more money than it has been 
earning] [no obj] Investors lost heavily when the company’s 
stock failed to meet expectations, d [+ obj] : to have (some¬ 
thing) taken from you or destroyed ■ We lost (electrical) 
power during the storm. • He lost an arm in the war. [=one of 
his arms was destroyed or so badly injured that it had to be 
removed] ■ They lost everything in the fire. [=all their posses¬ 
sions were destroyed in the fire]« He yelled so much during 
the game that he lost his voice [=he was unable to speak] for 
two days, e [+ obj] : to gradually have less of (something) as 
time passes ■ Many people who lose weight by dieting even¬ 
tually gain the weight back. ■ She has been losing strength in 
her legs. ■ He was gradually losing his eyesight. ■ He’s losing 
his hair. [=becoming bald] ■ The public seems to have lost in¬ 
terest in the case. 

4 [+ obj] : to cause (someone) to fail to win or keep (some¬ 
thing) : to cause the loss of (something) for (someone) ■ One 
careless statement lost the election for her. = One careless 
statement lost her the election. [=she lost the election be¬ 
cause of one careless statement] 

5 a : to decrease in (something) [+ obj] The TV program has 
lost popularity [=become less popular] in recent years. • The 
plane was losing altitude. • What will you do if the company’s 
stock loses value when you expect it to gain value? [no obj] 
What will you do if the stock loses when you expect it to 
gain? b [+ obj] : to decrease in value by (a specified 
amount) • His retirement account lost three percent last 
quarter. C [no obj] : to decrease in value when compared to 
something else ■ The dollar lost against the pound last week. 

6 [+ obj] a : to experience or suffer the death of (a relative, 
friend, etc.) ■ She lost her husband in the war. [=her husband 
was killed in the war] ■ He lost his best friend to cancer. [=his 
best friend died of cancer] ■ The country lost thousands of 
young men in/during the war. = Thousands of young men 
were lost [skilled] in/during the war. = Thousands of young 
men lost their lives in/during the war. ■ She’s very sick, and 
the doctors say they’re afraid they’re going to lose her. 
[=they’re afraid that she is going to die] ■ I was sad to hear 
that she lost the baby. [=that her baby died before being 
bom or soon after being bom] ■ a sailor who was lost at sea 
[=who died at sea] b : to no longer have or be with (some¬ 
one who leaves) ■ We’ll be sorry to lose you when you leave 
for your new job. ■ He begged his wife to forgive him and 
told her that he didn’t want to lose her. 

7 [+ obj] : to fail to keep control of (something) ■ He lost his 
temper/cool/composure. [=he became angry] ■ She wondered 
if she was losing her mind/sanity. [=becoming insane] ■ He 
seems to be losing his nerve. [=becoming afraid] — see also 
lose your head at 'head 

8 [+ obj] a : to fail to use (something, such as time) : waste 

■ I don’t want to lose this chance/opportunity. ■ We lost (a 
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good bit of) time in that traffic jam. • She lost no time in get¬ 
ting the project started. [=she got the project started immedi¬ 
ately] • We need to get started immediately. There’s no time 
to lose, b of a watch or clock : to show a time that is earlier 
than the correct time : to run slow by (an amount of time) 
[+ obj] My old watch loses a minute every day. [no obj ] a 
clock that loses less than any other clock yet invented 

9 [+ obj] : to explain something in a way that is not clear to 
(someone) : to confuse (someone) ■ I’m sorry. You’ve lost 
me. [=1 don’t understand what you’re telling me] ■ I under¬ 
stood the first part of the lecture, but when he started to talk 
about quantum physics he lost me completely. [=1 was com¬ 
pletely unable to understand what he was saying] 

10 [+ obj] : to succeed in getting away from (someone who is 
following or chasing you) ■ She tried to lose them by turning 
down a side street. 

11 [+ obj] informal : to get rid of (something unwanted) ■ I 
just can’t seem to lose this cold. ■ Lose the attitude, okay? 
[=stop having a bad attitude; stop being annoyed, uncooper¬ 
ative, etc.] ■ You can lose [= remove ] that sentence and the 
paragraph will sound better. 

lose contact see ‘contact 
lose count see 2 count 
lose face see ‘face 
lose ground see ‘ground 

lose It informal 1 : to become insane ■ He was always a lit¬ 
tle strange, but now he’s completely lost it. 2 : to start be¬ 
having in an uncontrolled way because you are angry or 
upset ■ I was so angry that I almost lost it. 
lose out [phrasal verb] : to fail to keep or get something val¬ 
ued or desired ■ Whoever benefits from the new govern¬ 
ment programs, the American taxpayer is bound to lose 
out in the end. — often + on or to ■ If you don’t invest with 
us, you’ll be losing out on a great opportunity! [=you’ll be 
missing/wasting a great opportunity] ■ She lost out to a 
better-known actress for the lead role. [=she did not get the 
lead role because a better-known actress got it] 
lose sleep over see 2 sleep 
lose the plot see ‘plot 
lose touch see 2 touch 
lose your bearings see bearing 
lose your grip see 2 grip 
lose your head see ‘head 
lose your heart see heart 
lose your life see ‘life 
lose your lunch see ‘lunch 
lose your marbles see marble 

lose yourself : to give all of your attention or thought to 
something • He lost himself in his work. ■ a musician who 
completely loses herself in the music 
lose your shirt see shirt 
lose your touch see 2 touch 
lose your way see ‘way 

— los*able /'luizabal/ ad) • a losable game — losing adj ■ 
the losing candidate in the race [=the candidate who did 
not win; the candidate who lost] • The team is on a losing 
streak. • The team had a losing record/season, 
los-er fhx.zzd noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : someone or something that loses a game, contest, etc. ■ 
She was a loser in the first round of the tournament. [=she 
lost in the first round of the tournament] • The team had a 
reputation for being a loser year after year. • The loser of the 
bet has to buy drinks for the winner. • She’s a good loser. 
[=she does not become upset or angry when she loses] • He’s 
a bad/poor loser. = ( US ) He’s a sore loser. [=he becomes up¬ 
set or angry when he loses] 

2 : someone who is harmed or put in a worse position as the 
result of something • Whoever benefits from the new govern¬ 
ment programs, the real loser will be the American taxpayer. 

3 informal + disapproving : a person who is not successful, 
attractive, etc. • She’s a (total, complete) loser. ■ That guy is a 
born loser. 

finders keepers (losers weepers) see finder 
loss /'la:s/ noun, pi loss*es 

1 a : failure to keep or to continue to have something [non¬ 
count] — usually + of • the mayor’s loss of support/influence 
■ Surgeons were unable to control the loss of blood in the vic¬ 
tim. ■ Symptoms include insomnia and loss of appetite. ■ Both 
accidents were attributed to the drivers’ loss of control. • The 
recession has caused the loss of many jobs. ■ The accident 
caused enormous loss of life. [=many people died in the acci¬ 
dent] [singular] — usually + of m a loss of innocence ■ The 
victim died from a loss of blood to the brain, [plural] There 


have been heavy job losses because of the recession. [=many 
people have been laid off] b [noncount] : the experience of 
having something taken from you or destroyed ■ The storm 
caused widespread loss of electricity. ■ soldiers who have suf¬ 
fered the loss of a limb [^soldiers who have had an arm or leg 
destroyed or so badly injured that it had to be removed] 

2 [count] : money that is spent and that is more than the 
amount earned or received • The company’s losses for the 
year were higher than expected. ■ profits and losses • They 
took a loss on the deal. [=the deal cost them money; they lost 
money on the deal] ■ The business is operating at a loss. 
[=the business is spending more money than it is earning] ■ 
They sold the property at a (considerable) loss. [=for less 
than they paid for it] — see also at a loss (below) 

3 : failure to win a game, contest, etc. [noncount] A careless 
error resulted in the loss of the game, [count] The team suf¬ 
fered a 3-2 loss in the last game. ■ The team has an equal 
number of wins and losses. • the party’s losses in the recent 
election 

4 a : a decrease in something or in the amount of something 
[singular] The plane experienced a loss of altitude, [non¬ 
count] We need to determine the loss in value due to the 
damage. • The new windows reduce temperature loss by 15 
percent. ■ Don’t be concerned about the loss of a few 
pounds. You’re still a healthy weight. ■ Side effects of the 
treatment include nausea and hair loss. ■ memory/weight loss 
b [singular] : a decrease in value by a specified amount ■ The 
stock market had a loss of four percent yesterday. 

5 [noncount] a : the death or a relative, friend, etc. — usu¬ 
ally + of m She mourned the loss of her parents. ■ the loss of a 
dear friend to cancer b : the experience of having someone 
leave — usually + of m The company has had to deal with the 
loss [= departure] of several key employees, c : a feeling of 
sadness that you have when someone dies, leaves, etc. ■ Their 
deaths left everyone with a great/deep sense of loss. ■ The 
feeling of loss you experienced after your divorce is not un¬ 
common. 

6 [singular] : something that causes harm, sadness, etc., to a 
group or organization ■ Their deaths were a great loss to the 
community. • His retirement was a real loss to the company. 

7 [singular] : something that is completely destroyed ■ After 
the flood, the crops were a total loss. • No one was injured in 
the accident, but the car was a complete loss. 

8 losses [plural] : soldiers killed, wounded, or captured in 
battle ■ During the battle the allies suffered/sustained/took/ 
experienced heavy losses. 

9 [count] American football : the distance the ball is moved 
away from the goal during a play ■ There was a gain of five 
yards on first down, but a loss of three yards on second 
down. 

at a loss : not able to decide what should be done or said ■ I 
don’t know what to do. I’m at a (complete) loss. • They 
were at a loss to explain [=they were unable to explain] 
why it took so long to correct the problem. — see also 
loss 2 (above) 

at a loss for words chiefly US : unable to think of anything 
to say ■ I was so surprised to see her that I was at a loss for 
words, [-(chiefly Brit) lost for words] 
cut your losses : to stop an activity, business, etc., that is 
failing in order to prevent more losses or damage ■ With 
the economy continuing to do poorly, many investors have 
decided to cut their losses and sell their stocks. 
it’s your loss People say that something is your loss when 
you choose not to do something that they think would 
help you or that you would enjoy. ■ If she doesn’t want to 
come to the party, it’s her loss. 

throw (someone) for a loss : to cause (someone) to'be 
very amazed, confused, or shocked ■ Recent revelations 
have thrown me for a loss, [-(more commonly) for a loop] 
loss adjuster noun, pi ~ -ers [count] Brit : insurance 

ADJUSTER 

loss leader noun, pi ~ -ers [count] business : a product 
that is sold for less than it is worth in order to attract cus¬ 
tomers 

1 lost past participle o/lose 
2 !ost /'la:st/ ad) 

1 : unable to be found • He was looking for his lost keys. ■ 
lost baggage/luggage • Many have tried to find the ruins of 
the lost city. — see also long-lost 

2 : not knowing where you are or how to get to where you 
want to go : unable to find your way ■ The child was lost. ■ 
We took a wrong turn and got lost. • a lost puppy ■ Hold my 
hand. I don’t want you to get lost. 
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3 a : no longer held, owned, or possessed ■ He has been try¬ 
ing to recapture his lost youth. ■ She’s been lagging at the 
polls, but hopes to recover/recoup lost ground with tonight’s 
debate. [=she hopes to gain again support she had lost] b 
: no longer known ■ a lost civilization ■ It’s a lost art. ■ The 
original music is lost to us forever. C : no longer available ■ 
a lost opportunity/chance [=an opportunity that was not 
used] ■ The strike has cost the company millions in lost sales/ 
eamings/revenue. [=sales/eamings/revenue that the compa¬ 
ny would have had if the strike had not happened] ■ We need 
to work faster to make up for lost time. [=we need to work 
faster because we did not get enough of the work done be¬ 
fore now] 

4 a : not won ■ a lost battle : not possible to win ■ The game 
was irretrievably/hopelessly lost by the end of the first half, 
b : not capable of succeeding ■ Finishing the project on time 
seemed like a lost cause. [=finishing the project on time 
seemed impossible] 

5 a not used before a noun [more most ~] : lacking confi¬ 
dence and feeling unsure of what to do ■ When she first 
moved to the city she felt a bit lost and out of her depth. ■ I 
don’t know how I ever managed without my computer: I’d 
be totally lost without it! ■ I depend on her for everything. I’d 
be lost without her. b : very unhappy ■ a lost soul [=a lonely 
and unhappy person] 

6 not used before a noun : so interested in something that 
you do not notice other things • When he’s reading a book 
he’s lost to the world. — often + in ■ He was lost in his book. ■ 
She was lost In thought. [=she was thinking about something 
and not noticing the people and things around her] ■ He 
seems to be lost in a world of his own. ■ lost in (a) reverie 
get lost informal: to go away : leave — used in speech as a 

rude or angry way to tell someone to go away; see also 
2 lost 2 (above) 

give someone up for lost: to decide that someone cannot 
be helped or saved ■ He was desperately ill, and most of the 
doctors had given him up for lost. [=most of the doctors said 
that he would die] 

he who hesitates is lost see hesitate 
lost for words chiefly Brit : unable to think of anything to 
say ■ I was so surprised to see her that I was lost for words, 
[-{chiefly US) at a loss for words] 
lost in the shuffle see 2 shuffle 

lost on : not appreciated or understood by (someone) ■ The 
jokes were lost on me. (=1 didn’t understand the jokes] ■ 
The meaning of her remark wasn’t lost on him. ■ The mes¬ 
sage was lost on those for whom it was intended. 
no love lost, very little love lost see x love 
lot /Mart /noun,pi lots 

1 [count] a chiefly US : a small piece of land that is or could 
be used for building something or for some other purpose ■ 
He bought the vacant/empty lot across the street. ■ They own 
the house on the comer lot. ■ a building lot — see also PARK¬ 
ING LOT b : the buildings and land that are owned by a 
company that makes movies and television programs ■ We 
took a tour of the Universal lot. 

2 [count] : a small object used to choose the person who will 
do or receive something When someone is chosen by lot 
or when people draw lots or (less commonly) cast lots to 
choose someone, each person in a group takes a small object 
or a piece of paper from a container. One of the objects or 
pieces of paper is different from the others, and the person 
who takes the different one is chosen. ■ The winner was cho¬ 
sen by lot. - We drew lots to determine the winner. 

3 [singular] : a person’s situation in life especially as decided 
by chance ■ The organization has done much to improve the 
lot of underprivileged youth. ■ Unhappy with her lot In life, 
she moved to the city to start over, synonyms see DESTINY 

4 informal a [count] chiefly Brit : all the members of a 
group of people — usually singular « Do you know the lot 
[=bunch, crowd] that hang around the arcade? ■ That lot will 
never amount to anything! They’re a thoroughly bad lot. ■ 
Pipe down, the (whole) lot of you. = Pipe down, you lot. In 
British English, a person who is not liked is sometimes de¬ 
scribed as a bad lot. ■ He may be a bit wild, but he’s not a bad 
lot once you get to know him. b the lot : all the things of a 
group ■ They sell tuxedos, business suits, casual wear ... the 
lot. ■ This one’s the best of the lot. 

5 [count] : one or more things being sold as one item at an 
auction • Lot 45 is a dining room set. — see also JOB lot 

a lot 1 also (informal) lots : a large amount ■ She has done 
a lot to help other people. ■ I’d give a lot to be able to write 
like that! - I’m not asking for a lot. [=much] ■ They must 


have paid a lot for that car. ■ We did quite a lot this morn¬ 
ing. ■ We still have a lot to do. = We still have lots (and lots) 
to do. 2 : very often ■ Do they hike a loti ■ I've been see¬ 
ing her a lot recently. 3 — used to say that you feel a par¬ 
ticular emotion very strongly ■ “Did you like the movie?” 
“Yes, I liked it a lot." [=very much] ■ I miss her a lot since 
she went away. 4 also (informal) lots : to a large degree 
or extent: much • This is a lot nicer. [=this is much nicer] ■ 
There’s a lot more to it than I realized at first. I=it’s more 
complicated than it looks] ■ I’m feeling lots better. ■ Thanks 
a lot. [-very much] 

a lot of also (informal) lots of : a large number or amount 
of (things, people, etc.) ■ A lot of people feel that way. ■ 
There was a lot of space. = There was lots of space. ■ We had 
lots of fun. ■ You can enjoy yourself without spending a lot 
of money. ■ I don’t need a lot of help; I just need a little. ■ 
We don’t have an awful lot of money/time. [=we don’t have 
much money/time] - (informal) I think their ideas are a lot 
of garbage/nonsense. [=1 think their ideas are veiy foolish] 
■ (informal) It doesn’t make a whole lot of [=very much] 
difference. ■ Not a lot of people [=not many people] know 
that. ■ “I’ve brought an umbrella.” “ A (fat) lot of good that 
will do [=that will not do any good] now that it’s stopped 
raining!” 

leave a lot to be desired see Desire 
throw in your lot with or cast your lot with : to join or be¬ 
come associated with a person, group, or thing that you 
hope will win or succeed ■ During the American Civil War, 
my great-grandfather threw in his lot with the Confederacy/ 
Union. 

loth variant spelling of loath 

IO«tion /Mou/an/ noun, pi -tions [count, noncount] : a liquid 
that is rubbed onto your skin or hair ■ a bottle of suntan lo¬ 
tion ■ styling lotion 
lottery /'laitari/ noun, pi -ter-ies 

1 [count] : a way of raising money for a government, charity, 
etc., in which many tickets are sold and a few of the tickets 
are chosen by chance to win prizes ■ Which states have lotter¬ 
ies'! ■ a national lottery ■ a lottery ticket • She acted like she’d 
just won the lottery. [=won a lottery run by a government] ■ 
Do you play the lottery ? [=do you buy lottery tickets?] 

2 : a system used to decide who will get or be given some¬ 
thing by choosing names or numbers by chance [count] 
They held a lottery to determine who could get a green card. 
[noncount] Room assignments are determined by lottery. 

3 [singular] : an event or situation in which what happens is 
decided by luck or chance ■ Life’s a lottery, isn’t it? It all de¬ 
pends on luck. 

lo-tUS /Moutas/ noun, pi -tus»es [count] : a type of flowering 
plant that grows on the surface of water 
loud /'laud/ adj loud-er; -est 

1 : making or causing a lot of noise : strong and noticeable 
in sound ■ a loud noise/party ■ loud music/laughter/applause 
■ She complained in a loud voice. ■ “Is the television loud 
enough?” “It’s too loud\" — opposite QUIET 

2 a of a person : noisy in a way that bothers other people ■ 
He’s known for being loud and aggressive, b : expressing 
ideas or opinions in a very open and forceful way — + in ■ 
He has been loud in (his) praise of their efforts. [=he has 
strongly praised their efforts] ■ Her critics have been loud in 
(their) disapproval of her policies. 

3 : very bright or too bright in color ■ loud [=gaudy, garish] 
clothes/colors/jewelry 

actions speak louder than words see action 
out loud : in a way that is loud enough to be clearly heard 
: aloud ■ She doesn’t like to read out loud [=aloud] in 
class. 

— loud adv, not used before a verb ■ Don’t talk so loud\ ■ Say 
it loud. - They complained loud and long about the deci¬ 
sion. ■ “Can you hear me now?” “ Loud and clear." [=1 can 
hear you very clearly] - talking loud [=talking loudly, loud¬ 
ly talking] — loud-ly adv ■ loudly singing ■ complaining/ 
protesting loudly — loud-ness noun [noncount] ■ She 
complained about the loudness of the television. 

loud*hail*er /.laud'heiW noun, pi -ers [count] Brit : bull¬ 
horn 

loud-mouttl /'laud,mau0/ noun, pi -mouths [count] infor¬ 
mal + disapproving : a loud person : a person who talks too 
much and who says unpleasant or stupid things 

— loud-mouthed /'laud,mau0t/ adi [more most ~] ■ a 
loudmouthed heckler 

loud-speak-er /Maud.spiika'/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a de- 
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vice that is used to make sound (such as music or a person’s 
voice) louder and to send it out so that many people can hear 
it in a public space ■ He made an announcement over/on the 
loudspeaker. - He made an announcement using the loud¬ 
speaker. 

1 lounge /'launcfc/ verb loung-es; lounged; loung-ing [no 

obj\ : to sit or lie in a relaxed way ■ She was lounging on the 
sofa. ■ lounging in bed : to spend time resting or relaxing ■ He 
was lounging by the pool all afternoon. ■ lounging at the bar 

— often + around or (Brit) about ■ We spent our vacation just 
lounging around [= relaxing ] on the beach. 

— loung-er noun, pi -ers lcount ] 

2 lounge noun,pi lounges 

1 [count] : a room with comfortable furniture for relaxing: 
such as a : a comfortable room where people can spend 
time while they are waiting in an airport or other public 
place ■ an airport lounge • the VIP lounge b : a comfortable 
room for relaxing in a public building (such as a hotel or 
school) ■ (US) the faculty/student lounge * The hotel has a 
television lounge, c US : cocktail lounge • We gathered 
in the hotel lounge for a couple of drinks. ■ a lounge act d 
Brit : LIVING ROOM 

2 [count] chiefly US : a long chair or couch ■ She sat/reclined 
on the lounge. 

3 [singular] : an act or period of relaxing ■ They had a long, 
leisurely lounge by the pool. 

lounge chair noun, pi ~ chairs [count] chiefly us 

: CHAISE LONGUE 

lounge suit noun, pi ~ suits [count] Brit : business suit 
1 louse /'laus/ noun [count] 

1 pi lice /*lais/ : a type of small insect that lives on the bodies 
of people or animals ■ a problem with head lice 

2 pi lous-es informal : a bad or cruel person ■ Her ex- 
husband is a real louse. 

2 louse verb lous-es; loused; lous-lng 

louse up [phrasal verb] louse (something) up or louse up 
(something) informal : to do (something) badly ■ The wait¬ 
ress loused up [=messed up] our order. : to cause (some¬ 
thing) to be ruined or spoiled ■ The weather really loused 
up our plans. 

lousy /'laozi/ adj lous-i-er; -est 

1 informal a : bad or poor ■ She got lousy grades in high 
school. ■ I like the work, but the pay is lousy. ■ He was a lousy 
husband. : of poor quality : not good or skillful ■ They did a 
lousy job. ■ a lousy cook/driver ■ a lousy performance — of¬ 
ten + at or with ■ He is lousy [=terrible] at sports/math/cook¬ 
ing. ■ She’s lousy with kids, b : not well or healthy ■ We 
could see that she was feeling lousy. [=feeling ill] ■ He drank 
too much and felt lousy the next morning, c : not happy or 
pleased ■ 1 feel lousy [=sorry, bad] about what happened, d 
: not pleasant ■ We’ve been having lousy [-rotten] weather. ■ 
It’s a lousy, rainy day. e : not right or proper ■ That’s a lousy 
way to treat a friend, f — used to make an angry statement 
or description more forceful ■ That lousy bastard! 

2 : infested with lice (see ‘louse 1) 

lousy with informal : having too much or too many of 
(something) ■ Her family is lousy with money. [=her family 
is very rich] ■ That area is lousy with tourists. 

— lousiness /'lauzinss/ noun [noncount] 

lout /'laut/ noun, pi louts [count] : a stupid, rude, or awk¬ 
ward man ■ a dumb/drunken lout — see also lager lout 

— lout-ish /MautiJV adj [more most ~] • a loutish thug 
— lout-ish-ly adv ■ behaving loutishty — lout-lsh-ness 
noun [noncount] 

lou-ver (US) or Brit lou-vre /Mu:v^/ noun, pi -vers [count] 

1 : an opening in a door or window that has one or more 
slanted strips to allow air to flow in and out while keeping 
out rain and sun 

2 : one of the slanted strips of a louver 

— lou-vered (US) or Brit lou-vred /'lu:va-d/ adj ■ a louvered 
door/window 

IOV*able also love-able /'Lvvsbal/ adj [more most ~] 
: easy to love : having attractive or appealing qualities ■ a 
lovable clown ■ He has a bad temper, but he’s still lovable. 

— lov-ably also love-ably /'Lwabli/ adv ■ a lovably strange 
comedian 

1 love /'Iav/ noun 

1 [noncount] : a feeling of strong or constant affection for a 
person ■ motherly/matemal love • fatherly/patemal love ■ 
brotherly/sisterly love ■ Children need unconditional love 
from their parents. — often + for • No one could doubt her 
love for her family. 


2 [noncount] : attraction that includes sexual desire : the 
strong affection felt by people who have a romantic relation¬ 
ship ■ a declaration of love • He was just a lonely man looking 
for love. ■ romantic love ■ unrequited love ■ After all these 
years, they're still very much In love (with each other). 
[=they still love each other] — often used before another 
noun ■ a love poem/song/letter ■ a love potion ■ a love scene/ 
story — see also free love, puppy love 4- When people 
begin to feel romantic love for each other, they fall In love. • 
They fell (madly/passionately) in love (with each other). This 
phrase is also used figuratively. ■ She fell in love with sailing 
the first time she tried it. People are sometimes said to fall 
out of love when they stop loving each other. ■ It was sad to 
see how they gradually ./W/ out of love (with each other) after 
they married. If people fall in love with each other when 
they first meet, it is called love at first sight. This phrase is 
also used figuratively. ■ When he saw the house, it was love at 
first sight. [=he loved the house as soon as he saw it] 

3 [count] : a person you love in a romantic way ■ a lost love ■ 
You never forget your first love. [=the first person you loved 
in a romantic way] ■ He was her one true love. = He was the 
love of her life. 

4 [singular] chiefly Brit a : a kind or helpful person : dear ■ 
Be a love and carry this inside for me, would you? b — 
used to address someone in a loving or friendly way ■ As long 
as you’re up, (my) love, would you mind getting me a drink? 

■ “How do I get to Trafalgar Square?” “Take the Number 24 
bus, love." 

5 [noncount] : an expression of love and affection • When 
you see them again, please give them my love. • Mike and 
Meg send their love, too. • The gift had a note saying “ With 
love from Meg & Mike.” — used to express affection at the 
end of a written message • Thanks for everything. Hope to 
see you soon. Love, Mike ■ Be well, my darling, till we meet 
again! Love and kisses, Meg 

6 a [singular] : a feeling of great interest, affection, or enthu¬ 
siasm for something — often +for or of ■ We all knew about 
his love for baseball. ■ She has a love o/history. ■ a love of good 
food ■ "Do you sell your paintings?” "Oh no: I paint just for 
the love of It." • She’s In love with the idea of becoming an ac¬ 
tress. b [count] : something about which a person feels 
great interest or enthusiasm ■ Baseball was his first love. 

7 [singular] : a score of zero in tennis ■ The score was 40- 
love. 

all’s fair In love and war see ‘fair 

for love or money or chiefly Brit for love nor money infor¬ 
mal — used to give added force to a negative statement ■ 
We couldn’t get him to go along for love or money. [=we 
failed completely in our attempt to get him to go along] 
for the love of God also for the love of Mike/Pete informal 
— used to give added force to an angry statement ■ For the 
love of God, quiet down! I’m trying to get some sleep here! 
labor of love see ‘labor 

love is blind — used to say that people do not see the faults 
of the people that they love 

make love : to have sex with someone ■ It was the first time 
they made love (to/with each other). 
no love lost When there is no love lost or very little love 
lost between people, they dislike each other. ■ They were 
polite with each other, but it was clear that there was no 
love lost between them. 

— love-less /'Lwlas/ adj [more most ~] ■ an unhappy 
loveless marriage 

2 love verb loves; loved; lov-ing 

1 : to feel great affection for (someone) : to feel love for 
(someone) [+ ohj] She obviously loves her family very much. 

■ To know him is to love him. [=the people who know him 
feel great affection for him] [no obj] You have to love in or¬ 
der to be loved. 

2 [+ obj]: to feel sexual or romantic love for (someone) ■ He 
swore that he loved her madly. ■ He loves her, but she doesn’t 
love him back. [=she doesn’t return his love] ■ She said she 
could never marry a man she didn’t love. 

3 [+ obj] a : to like or desire (something) very much : to 
take great pleasure in (something) ■ He loves good food. ■ a 
much -loved old song ■ I would love it if you came with us. = I 
would love you to come with us. = (US) I would love for you 
to come with us. [=1 would be very happy if you came with 
us] — often followed by to + verb ■ I would love to have you 
come with us. ■ She loved to play the violin. ■ “Would you like 
to join us?” “Yes, I’d love to (join you)." — often + -ing verb • 
She loved playing the violin, b informal: to be very amused 
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by (something) • I just love it [=1 find it very amusing] when 
politicians say that they don’t care about polls. = I just love 
how politicians say that they don’t care about polls. 

4 [+ obj ] : to do very well in (certain specified conditions) ■ 
This plant loves dry soil. 

/ must love you and leave you Brit, informal — used to say 
that you have to leave ■ I don't want to miss the last train, 
so I’m afraid I must love you and leave you. 
loved one 4- Your loved ones are the people you love, espe¬ 
cially members of your family. • Many of her friends and 
loved ones visited her in the hospital, 
love affair noun, pi ~ -fairs 

1 [count] : a romantic or sexual relationship especially be¬ 
tween two people who are not married to each other ■ His 
wife discovered that he was having a love affair [=having an 
affair] with another woman. ■ Theirs was a great love affair. 
[=they were very much in love] 

2 [singular]: a feeling of great interest in and enthusiasm for 
something — + with • The book describes America’s love af¬ 
fair with baseball. 

love-bird /'lAv,b^d/ noun, pi -birds 

1 [count]: a small usually gray or green bird that is a type of 
parrot 

2 lovebirds [plural] informal + humorous : people who are 
lovers : people who have a romantic relationship • I think I’ll 
leave you two lovebirds alone for a while. 

love Child noun, pi ~ children [count] : a child whose fa¬ 
ther and mother are not married to each other when the 
child is bom : an illegitimate child ■ the love child of a fa¬ 
mous actor and one of his fans 

love handles noun [plural\ informal: areas of fat along the 
sides of a person’s waist 

love—hate /'lAv'heit/ ad§, always used before a noun : feeling 
or showing a mixture of love and hate ■ She has a love-hate 
relationship with her ex-husband. [=she has strong feelings 
of both affection and hatred for her ex-husband] 
love life noun, pi ~ lives [count] : a person’s romantic and 
sexual activities and relationships ■ At that time, he had vir¬ 
tually no love life. ■ She doesn’t like to talk about her love life. 
love-lorn /'lAv^oaii/ adj [more most ~] : unhappy be¬ 
cause of love : feeling love for someone who does not feel 
the same way ■ a poem about a lovelorn [= lovesick ] young 
suitor 

the lovelorn : people who are unhappy because of love ■ 
Her newspaper column offers advice for the lovelorn. 

1 love- 1v /MavH/ adj love-1 i-er, -est 

1 : attractive or beautiful especially in a graceful way ■ She 
was wearing a lovely dress. ■ She looks simply lovely in that 
dress! » That dress looks simply lovely on her! • a lovely bou¬ 
quet of flowers ■ The song has a lovely melody, synonyms 
see BEAUTIFUL 

2 : very good or likable ■ He’s a lovely man. [=he’s a very 
good man] 

3 : very pleasing : fine ■ The hotel has a lovely view. ■ We 
enjoyed a lovely dinner. ■ a singer with a lovely voice ■ Their 
children have lovely manners. ■ How lovely of you to come! ■ 
It was lovely to have you here! * {Brit) Isn’t the coffee lovely 
and hot! [=the coffee is pleasingly hot] 

— love-li-ness noun [noncount] ■ the loveliness of the view 
2 !ovely noun.pl- lies [count] informal : a beautiful woman : a 
lovely woman ■ A chorus line of young lovelies danced on the 
stage. 

love-mak-ing /MAv^eikiij/ noun [noncount] : sexual activ¬ 
ity : the act of making love : sexual intercourse 
love nest noun, pi ~ nests [count] informal : a place (such 
as an apartment) where people who are having a love affair 
meet each other secretly 
lov-er /'1av»/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 a : a partner in a romantic or sexual relationship — often 
plural ■ They were friends for many years before they be¬ 
came lovers, b : someone with whom a married person is 
having a love affair ■ His wife accused him of having a secret 
lover. • She left her husband and ran away with her lover. 

2 : a person who loves something ■ a lover of music = a music 
lover ■ an art lover 

lover boy noun, pi ~ boys [count] informal: a man who is 
a woman’s lover or who has sexual relations with many 
women ■ an actress and her lover boy ■ an aging lover boy 
love seat noun, pi ~ seats [count] US : a seat or sofa for 
two people 

love-sick /'lAv^ik I adj [more —; most ~]: unhappy because 
of love : feeling weak, foolish, or unhappy because someone 


you love does not love you ■ The movie is a comedy about a 
lovesick [=lovelom] teenager. 

— love-sick-ness noun [noncount] 

lovey /'Uvi/ noun, Brit, informal — used to address a person 
in a loving or friendly way ■ As long as you’re up, lovey , 
would you mind getting me a drink? 
lovey-dovey /.lAvi'dAvi/ adj [more most ~] informal 
: showing a lot of love or affection * a couple of lovey-dovey 
newlyweds ■ politicians who suddenly go/get all lovey-dovey 
after criticizing each other for years 
lOV-ing /'Iaviij /adj [more most ~] 

1 : feeling or showing love : affectionate ■ a loving home/ 
family ■ a loving glance ■ a loving husband/wife 

2 : very careful and thorough ■ The old house has undergone 
a loving restoration. ■ The landscape is described in loving 
[=painstaking] detail. ■ The house requires some tender lov¬ 
ing care. [=the house needs many repairs] 

— lov-ing-ly adv ■ He gazed at her lovingly. • The old house 
has been lovingly restored. 

1 low /'lou/ adj low-er; -est 

1 a : not rising or extending upward a great distance ■ low 
mountains/peaks ■ low hills ■ a low building — opposite 
high b : extending or reaching upward less than other 
things of the same kind • low boots ■ a low fence ■ low [=short] 
grass — opposite high c : not located far above the 
ground or another surface ■ low clouds/altitudes ■ The sun 
was low [=near the horizon] in the western sky. ■ The apart¬ 
ment has low ceilings. — opposite high d always used be¬ 
fore a noun : not rising above surrounding land ■ They have a 
home in the low country. • The houses are built on low 
ground. — opposite high e : cut far down at the neck ■ a 
low dress ■ a dress with a low neckline [=a dress with a low- 
cut neckline] 

2 a : less than usual in amount, number, or degree ■ They 
were traveling at a low (rate of) speed. • temperatures as low 
as 10 below zero ■ He’s being treated for low blood pressure. ■ 
a low dose of medicine ■ She earns a low salary. ■ a low- 
income family ■ low heat/humidity/temperatures ■ low inter¬ 
est rates ■ low intelligence ■ Demand for his books has re¬ 
mained low. • a low price — opposite high b : near or at 
the bottom of a range ■ Temperatures were in the low eight¬ 
ies. ■ Her salary is in the low 40s. [=her salary is between 
about $40,000 and $45,000] — opposite high c : not hav¬ 
ing enough or the amount needed ■ Our supply of fuel is get¬ 
ting/running low. ■ The airplane was low on fuel. ■ We’re get¬ 
ting/running low on coffee, d : having less than the usual or 
average amount of something — often used in combination ■ 
a low-calorie diet ■ low-sodium foods ■ a low-risk investment 

— see also low in (below) 

3 a : not favorable ■ He holds them in low regard/esteem. = 
He has a low opinion of them. [=he thinks poorly of them; he 
regards them unfavorably] * low hopes/expectations ■ Eveiy- 
one was In low spirits [ =unhappy ] because of the rainy 
weather. — opposite high b : sad or unhappy ■ She’s been 
feeling pretty low. • a low mood c : not good : below a cer¬ 
tain quality or standard • products of low quality ■ He got low 
marks/grades throughout college. ■ low morale ■ He has pret¬ 
ty low standards when it comes to choosing a hotel. ■ Our va¬ 
cation ended on a low note [—it ended in an unpleasant way] 
when our flight was delayed. ■ The time we spent waiting at 
the airport was the low point [=the least enjoyable part] of 
our vacation. — opposite high d : morally bad ■ a person 
of low character ■ low behavior ■ a low trick ■ low standards of 
conduct — opposite high 

4 : below others in power, importance, etc. ■ Losing weight 
is a low priority for him. = Losing weight is low on his list of 
priorities. ■ officials of low rank — see also lower, low- 
ranking 

5 a : not loud : soft ■ a low whisper ■ a low moan ■ They 
were speaking in low voices. [=they were speaking quietly] 
b : near the bottom of a range of sounds ■ a singer with a low 
[-deep] voice = a singer with a tow-pitched voice : occurring 
near the bottom of the musical scale ■ a low note — opposite 
HIGH 

6 a : not strong or forceful ■ low winds b : not bright ■ 
plants that grow well in low light C : not hot ■ The sauce is 
best when cooked slowly over low heat. ■ She uses the iron 
on a low setting when she is working with delicate fabrics. 

7 : having qualities that do not appeal to intelligent people ■ 
a low style of writing ■ low humor ■ low art — opposite high 

8 of a river, stream, etc. : having less water than usual ■ The 
river is low. — opposite high 

low In : containing a small amount of (something) ■ Foods 
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that are low in sodium/fat/calories. ■ Her diet is low in fat/ 
carbohydrates. 

— low*ness noun [noncount] 

2 low adv low-er; -est 

1 : at or to a low place or level ■ The village is nestled low in 
the foothills. ■ The plane circled low over the airport. ■ He 
aimed his punches low. ■ a low- flying airplane ■ I put the larg¬ 
er books lower down and the smaller books higher up. 

2 a : in or to a low or poor condition ■ a family brought low 
by misfortune b : at a low rate ■ Don’t value yourself too 
low. ■ a low-paid worker 

3 : at a low price ■ buy low and sell high 

4 : with a quiet voice : not loudly ■ speaking low [—softly] 
high and low see 2 high 

lie low see ‘lie 
3 IOW noun, pi lows 

1 [count] : a low point or level ■ Prices are at an all-time/ 
record low. ■ The dollar has fallen to a new low against the 
Euro. ■ Have the media reached/hit a new low in bad taste? ■ 
The low [=lowest temperature] last night was 25. ■ The fore¬ 
cast is for showers with lows in the 40s. ■ He talked about the 
highs and lows [=the good parts and bad parts] of his college 
years. 

2 [noncount] US : a gear that is used for slow speeds in a ve¬ 
hicle ■ He shifted into low. — called also (US) low gear 

3 [count] weather : an area of low atmospheric pressure ■ A 
strong low is expected to bring cloudy skies tomorrow. 

4 IOW verb lows; lowed; low-ing [no obj\ literacy : to make 
the low sound of a cow : moo ■ lowing cattle 
low-ball /'lou,ba:l/ verb -balls; -balled; -ball-ing [+ obj] 
US 

1 : to trick or deceive (someone) by saying that the price or 
cost of something is lower than it really is ■ It became clear 
that the contractor had lowballed us on the cost of materials. 

2 : to give a very low or unfairly low offer to (someone) ■ 
Management lowballed him in contract negotiations. 

low beam noun, pi ~ beams US : the setting of a vehicle’s 
headlights that makes the least bright light [noncount] The 
car’s headlights were on low beam, [plural] Turn on your 
low beams. — compare high beam 
low blow noun, pi ~ blows [count] 

1 boxing : an illegal punch that hits a boxer below the waist 

2 : an action or comment that is very hurtful and unfair ■ 
Firing her on her birthday was really a low blow. 

low-brow /'lou,brau/ adj [more most ~] often disapprov¬ 
ing : not interested in serious art, literature, ideas, etc. • The 
movie’s humor is clearly meant for a lowbrow audience.: re¬ 
lating to or intended for people who are not interested in se¬ 
rious art, literature, ideas, etc. - lowbrow humor ■ a lowbrow 
comedy — compare highbrow, middlebrow 

— lowbrow noun, pi -brows [count] ■ Critics have dismissed 
him as a lowbrow. 

low—carb adj : containing or having fewer carbohydrates 
than usual ■ low-carb foods ■ a low-carb diet 
low-class adj loW'er-class; low-est-class [also more 
most ~] : lower-class - a low-class neighborhood 
low-cut adj [more most ~1 of women’s clothing : having 
the opening around the neck shaped in a way that shows the 
top of the chest ■ She was wearing a low-cut dress/blouse. 
low-down /Mou,daun/ noun 

the lowdown : important information or facts about some¬ 
thing ■ Reporters are trying to get the lowdown on what 
caused the accident. [=trying to find out the truth about 
what caused the accident] ■ He gave me the lowdown 
about the company’s vice president. 
lOW—dOWn /'lou,daun/ adj, always used before a noun [more 
most ~] informal : morally bad : dishonest and unfair ■ 
He’s just a low-down, good-for-nothing liar! 
low-end /'lou.end/ adj low-er-end; low-est-end [also 
more most ~] US : lower in price and quality than most 
others ■ This is a low-end [ inexpensive] camera without the 
extra features of more expensive models. 

1 low-er /‘low^/ adj 

T always used before a noun a : located below another or 
others of the same kind ■ her lower jaw/lip ■ his lower extrem¬ 
ities/limbs [=his legs and feet] ■ the ship’s upper and lower 
decks b : located toward the bottom part of something ■ 
The message appeared on the lower portion of the screen. • 
She felt a pain in her lower leg/back. [=the lower part of her 
leg/back] ■ the mountain’s upper and lower slopes C : not 
high above the ground ■ The forecast is for strong winds at 
lower elevations. 


2 : located toward the south ■ in the lower and higher lati¬ 
tudes ■ the lower and upper peninsulas 

3 : below another or others in position, rank, or order ■ high¬ 
er and lower courts 

4 : less advanced or developed ■ higher and lower animals 
2 low»er /'lowaV verb -ers; -ered; -er-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to make (something or someone) lower: such as 
a : to cause (someone or something) to move to a lower po¬ 
sition ■ He slowly lowered himself into the chair. ■ lower a flag 

■ lower the window ■ The sailors lowered a life raft (down) to 
the people in the water. ■ She lowered her eyes. [=she looked 
down] b : to reduce the loudness of (something) ■ Please 
lower your voice. [=please speak more quietly] C : to reduce 
the value or amount of (something) ■ Fuel prices have been 
lowered in recent weeks. ■ A combination of diet and exer¬ 
cise can help to lower your cholesterol. 

2 [no obj] : to become lower : decrease ■ Prices have low¬ 
ered. [=(more commonly) fallen, gone down] ■ The property 
has lowered [=fallen] in value. 

lower the bar see ‘bar 

lower yourself: to do something that causes people to have 
less respect for you : to degrade yourself ■ I won’t lower 
myself to respond to these accusations. [=1 won’t respond 
because I would be degrading myself if I did] 

— compare 3 lower 

— lowering noun, pi -ings [count, noncount] ■ a significant/ 
slight lowering [-reduction] of cholesterol 

3 IOW-er /'law^/ verb -ers; -ered; -er-lng [no obj] literary, of 
the sky or clouds : to become dark and threatening • Clouds 
lowered overhead. — compare 2 lower 

— lowering adj ■ a gray, lowering sky 

low-er-case /,low^'keis/ adj ' having as its typical form a, 
b, c rather than A, B, C : not capital ■ lowercase letters 

— compare uppercase 

— lowercase noun [noncount] ■ letters written in lowercase 
lower class noun, pi ~ classes [count] : a social class that 

is below the middle class and that has the lowest status in a 
society ■ a member of the lower class/classes — compare 
MIDDLE CLASS, UNDERCLASS, UPPER CLASS, WORKING 
CLASS 

lOW-er—Class /.low^'klses, Brit ,l3W3'kla:s/ adj ‘ not fancy, 
wealthy, or expensive ■ a lower-class theater ■ lower-class 
families — compare high-class 
lowest common denominator noun [noncount] 

1 mathematics : the smallest number that can be divided ex¬ 
actly by all the numbers below the lines in a group of two or 
more fractions — called also (US) least common denomina¬ 
tor 

2 disapproving — used to say that the quality of something is 
poor because it is designed or intended to appeal to the larg¬ 
est possible number of people ■ The movie appeals to the 
lowest common denominator. ■ Television programming has 
sunk to the lowest common denominator. 

low—fat adj : containing or having less fat than usual ■ a low- 
fat diet ■ low-fat dairy products 
low gear noun [noncount] US : 3 low 2 
low-grade /'lou'greid/ adj 

1 : of poor quality ■ low-grade food 

2 : not very strong or severe • a low-grade fever 
low-key /'lou'ki:/ also low—keyed /Mou'kiid/ adj [more 

most ~]: quiet and relaxed : not very forceful, emotional, or 
noticeable ■ a politician with a low-key style ■ The party was a 
low-key affair. ■ a low-key approach to management 
lOW-land /'louland/ noun, pi -lands [count] : an area where 
the land is at, near, or below the level of the sea and where 
there are not usually mountains or large hills — usually plu¬ 
ral ■ a village in the lowlands — compare highland 

— lowland adj, always used before a noun ■ a lowland region/ 
village — low-land-er /Moulanda 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] • 
rivalries between highlanders and lowlanders 

low—lev-el /Mou'leval/ adj 

1 : of low importance or rank ■ The changes will mostly in¬ 
volve low-level jobs/workers. 

2 : not strong : low in strength or degree ■ low-level lighting 
lOW-life /'lou,laif/ noun, pi -llfes [count] US, informal : a bad 

person : a person of low moral character ■ a cowardly lowlife 

■ hanging around with a bunch of lowlifes 

— lowlife adj, always used before a noun ■ a lowlife bum 
lOW-light /*lou,lait/ noun, pi -lights [count] US : something 

(such as an event or a detail) that is very unpleasant or dull 
: the worst part of something ■ That meal turned out to be 
one of the lowlights of our vacation. — compare highlight 
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lOW'ly /'louli/ adj low-li-er; -est : low in rank, position, or 
importance : humble ■ He was working as a lowly clerk. ■ 
He resented his lowly status. ■ her lowly origins 

— lowdi-ness noun [noncount] • the lowliness of his status 
low-ly-ing /'lou'iajio/ adj 

1 : not far above the level of the sea ■ low-lying land ■ low- 
tying hills 

2 : close to the ground ■ low-lying clouds 
low-pitched /'lou'pitft/ adj low-er-pitched; low-est- 

p itched [also more most ~]: making a low sound : low 

■ The machine made a low-pitched hum. ■ They talked quietly 
in low-pitched voices. 

low—rankling adj, always used before a noun low»er— 
ranking; low-est-ranking : having a low rank or posi¬ 
tion • low-ranking officials 
low—rent /'lou'rent/ adj, chiefly US, informal 

1 : not of good quality : cheaply made or done ■ a low-rent 
movie ■ They create low-rent [-cheap, inexpensive] versions 
of current fashions. 

2 : low in moral character or social status ■ a low-rent thug 
lOW—rise /'lou'rai z/ adj 

1 of a building : not tall: having few floors or stories ■ a low- 
rise classroom building 

2 : made up of low-rise buildings ■ a low-rise housing devel¬ 
opment 

low-risk adj 

1 : not likely to result in failure, harm, or injury : not having 
a lot of risk ■ low-risk investments 

2 : less likely than others to get a particular disease, condi¬ 
tion, or injury » low-risk patients 

low season noun [noncount] : the time of year when a 
place is least busy or popular : off-season 
low-slung /'1ou,s1aq/ adj [more most —]: low and close 
to the ground or floor ■ She drives a low-slung convertible. ■ a 
low-slung sofa 

low—Spir a it*ed /'lou'spirstad/ adj [more most ~] : feel¬ 
ing sad or depressed ■ I’ve never seen her looking so low- 
spirited. 

low—tech /'lou'tek/ adj [more most ~] : not using new 
electronic devices and technology : technologically simple ■ 
low-tech industries ■ We found a low-tech solution to our 
problem. ■ The film’s special effects were very low-tech. 
low tide noun, pi ~~ tides [count, noncount]: the tide when 
the water is at its lowest point ■ You can walk across the sand 
bar at low tide. — compare hioh tide 
lox /'larks/ noun [noncount] chiefly US : smoked salmon ■ ba¬ 
gels and lox 

loyfll /'lojal/ adj [more most ~]: having or showing com- 
plete and constant support for someone or something 
: FAITHFUL ■ The team has many loyal fans. ■ a loyal custom¬ 
er/supporter ■ a loyal friend ■ She has provided the company 
with many years of loyal service. ■ fiercely/steadfastly loyal 

— often + to ■ She has remained/stayed loyal to her old 
friends. — opposite disloyal 

— loy*aMy adv ■ has served loyally for many years 
loy-al-ist /'lojslist/ noun, pi -ists [count] 

1 : a person who is loyal to a political cause, government, or 
leader ■ a group of party loyalists [=people who are loyal 
members of a political party] 

2 : a person from Northern Ireland who believes that North¬ 
ern Ireland should remain part of the United Kingdom 

— opposite REPUBLICAN 
loy-al«ty /'lojalti/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : the quality or state of being loyal ■ the loyalty 
of the team’s fans — often + to • No one questions his loyalty 
to the cause. 

2 [count] : a loyal feeling : a feeling of strong support for 
someone or something — usually plural • He was tom by 
conflicting/divided loyalties. ■ They shouldn’t allow their de¬ 
cision to be influenced by political loyalties. 

brand loyalty see 'brand 
loz-enge /'laizocfe/ noun, pi -eng*es [count] 

1 : a small candy that usually contains medicine ■ a throat/ 
cough lozenge 

2 : a shape that is formed by four equal straight lines and 
that has two opposite angles that are smaller than a right an¬ 
gle and two opposite angles that are larger than a right angle 

■ a scarf decorated with a pattern of lozenges [-diamonds] 
LP /,el'pi:/ noun, pi LP’s or LPs [count] : a phonograph 

record designed to be played at 33% revolutions per minute 

— called also long-playing record 


LPN Aelipi.-'en/ noun, pi LPN’s or LPNs [count] US : li¬ 
censed PRACTICAL NURSE 

LSD /,£l,es'di:/ noun [noncount] : an illegal drug that causes 
people to see and hear things that do not really exist 
Lt. abbr lieutenant 

Ltd. abbr limited — used in business names ■ Roundy & Son 
Ltd. 

lu-au /'lu:,au/ noun, pi -aus [count] : a Hawaiian feast 
lube /'lu:b/ noun, pi lubes [count] informal 

1 : the act of putting lubricant on the moving parts of a vehi¬ 
cle ■ He took his car to the garage for a lube and oil change. ■ 
a lube job 

2 : LUBRICANT 1 ■ a high-quality lube 
lU’bri-Cant /'luibriksnt/ noun.pl -cants 

1 [count, noncount] : a substance (such as grease or oil) that 
causes something (such as a machine part) to be slippery and 
to move more smoothly ■ The car’s axles need more lubri¬ 
cant. 

2 [count] : something that makes it easier for people to work 
or talk with each other ■ using humor as a social lubricant 

lu-bri-cate /'lu:br3,keit/ verb -cates; -cat-ed; -cat*ing [+ 
obj ] : to make (something) smooth or slippery : to apply a 
lubricant to (something, such as a machine or a part of a ma¬ 
chine) ■ lubricate a car engine ■ lubricate a hinge 

— lu*bri*ca*tion /Juibre'keiJsn/ noun, pi -tions [non¬ 
count] a hinge that needs lubrication [count] repeated lu¬ 
brications of the engine 

lu-cid /'lu.ssd/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : very clear and easy to understand ■ a lucid explanation ■ 
lucid prose 

2 : able to think clearly ■ The patient has remained lucid 
[= clearheaded] throughout his illness. • He is able to recog¬ 
nize his wife in his lucid moments. 

— Iu*cid*i*ty /lu'sidati/ noun [noncount] ■ the lucidity of the 
explanation — lu-cid-ly adv • The problem was lucidly ex¬ 
plained. 

Iu*cerne /lu'sa-n/ noun [noncount] Brit : alfalfa 
Lu-ci-fer /'lu-.safa-/ noun [singular] — used as a name of the 
Devil 

'luck /'lAk/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the things that happen to a person because of chance 
: the accidental way things happen without being planned ■ 
Our meeting happened by (pure) luck. [= chance ] ■ Her busi¬ 
ness has been doing poorly, but she’s hoping that her luck 
will change. [=she’s hoping that she will begin to have suc¬ 
cess] ■ We had good/bad luck fishing. ■ He’s been having 
nothing but bad/rotten/hard/tough/lousy luck. ■ He cursed 
his luck. When luck is on your side or luck is with you, 
your luck is good. When luck is against you, your luck is 
bad. ■ Our car broke down on the road, but luck was on our 
side and there was a garage nearby. ■ I arrived a little late and 
luck was against me: the last ticket had just been sold. 

2 a : good fortune : good luck ■ He succeeded through hard 
work and a little luck. ■ We need a bit of luck. ■ If our luck 
holds [=if our luck continues to be good], we should be able 
to arrive on time. ■ Before her husband left for his job inter¬ 
view, she gave him a kiss for luck. [=so that he would have 
good luck] ■ I can’t believe they gave the job to that guy. 
Some people/guys have all the luck. [=some people are very 
lucky] ■ The success of his first restaurant was just begin¬ 
ner’s luck. [=he succeeded because he was lucky, as begin¬ 
ners sometimes are] • With (any) luck [=if we are lucky, if 
what we want to happen does happen] there’ll still be some 
tickets left when we arrive. ■ By a stroke of luck, there were 
still a few tickets left when we arrived, b : success in doing 
or getting something ■ Have you had any luck [=success] (in) 
finding a new apartment? ■ “I’ve been looking for a new 
apartment.” “Any luckT “No, not yet.” ■ I’ve had no luck in 
finding a new apartment. ■ He had no better luck than I did. 
as luck would have It — used to say that something hap¬ 
pened because of good or bad luck ■ Our car broke down 
on the road, but as luck would have it [=as it turned out], 
there was a garage nearby. ■ I arrived a little late and, as 
luck would have it, the last ticket had just been sold. 

bad luck or Brit hard luck — used in speech to show sym¬ 
pathy for someone who has failed or has been disappoint¬ 
ed ■ “I didn’t get the job.” “ Bad luckV ’ 
best of luck informal — used to say that you hope someone 
will succeed ■ We’re sorry that you’re leaving. Best of luck 
to you in your new job. — see also wish someone (the 
best of) luck (below) 

better luck next time — used to say that you hope someone 
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will have more success in doing or trying something in the 
future ■ I’m sorry to hear that you didn’t get the job. Better 
luck next time. 

down on your luck -4* When you are down on your luck, 
your luck is bad. ■ She’s been down on her luck lately. [=she 
has been suffering through a difficult time lately] 
good luck 1 — used to say that you hope someone will 
succeed ■ We’re sorry that you’re leaving. Good luck in 
your new job. 2 informal — used to say that you think 
what someone is trying to do is difficult or impossible ■ 
“I’m planning to ask for a raise.” “Oh, really? Well, good 
luck (to you).” [=1 think it is unlikely that you will get a 
raise] 

in luck When you are in luck, something that you want to 
do is possible. ■ “Are there any tickets?” “You’re in luck. 
We still have a few more left.” 

Just my luck informal — used to say that bad or unpleasant 
things often happen to you because you are unlucky ■ The 
last ticket was sold a minute before I got there— -just my 
luck. 

Lady Luck or lady luck — used to refer to luck as if it were 
a woman ■ He blamed his problems on lady luck, 
no such luck informal — used to say that you could not do 
or have something you wanted • We hoped we could still 
get tickets, but no such luck —they had all been sold. 
out of luck 4- When you are out of luck, something that you 
want to do is not possible. ■ We hoped we could still get 
tickets, but we were out of luck —they had all been sold. 
push your luck or US press your luck 4* If you are push¬ 
ing/pressing your luck, you are taking more risks than you 
should or you are asking for more favors than you should. 
■ “Can I have more time to finish the job?” “Don’t press, ! 
push your luck. You’ve already been given extra time.” 
the luck of the draw — used to say that the result of some¬ 
thing cannot be controlled and depends on chance ■ The 
weather may be good or bad that day—it all depends on 
the luck of the draw. 

tough luck informal *4 Tough luck can be used in speech to 
show sympathy for someone who has failed or has been 
disappointed, but it is more commonly used in an ironic 
way to show that you do not feel sympathy for someone. ■ 
“I need more time to finish the job.” “ Tough luck. You 
knew the job was supposed to be done by today.” 
try your luck 4* To try your luck at something is to do some¬ 
thing in the hope that you will succeed. ■ He’s trying his 
luck at starting his own restaurant. 
wish someone (the best of) luck : to say that you hope 
someone will have success ■ I wish you {the best of) luck in 
your new job. ■ I have a job interview this morning. Wish 
me luck 1 

— luck-less /■Lvklas/ adj ■ a luckless loser 
2 luck verb lucks; lucked; luck-ing 

luck Into \phrasal verb] luck Into (something) US, informal 
: to find or get (something) because of good luck ■ She 
lucked into a good job. 

luck out \phrasal verb ] US, informal : to have good luck ■ We 
arrived late but we lucked out —there were still a few tick¬ 
ets left. 

luck-i-ly /'Lvkali/ adv — used to say that something good or 
lucky has happened • Luckily [= fortunately ] no one was hurt. 
[=it was lucky that no one was hurt] 
lucky /'lAki/ adj luck-i-er; -est 
1 : having good luck : fortunate ■ We’re lucky that things 
turned out as well as they did. ■ You’re lucky to have a 
choice. = You’re lucky that you have a choice. ■ I feel lucky to 
be alive. • I count/consider myself lucky to know you. ■ 
Aren’t you the lucky one! [=you are a lucky person] ■ “I man¬ 
aged to get a ticket!” “ Lucky you! They were all sold out by 
the time I got there.” ■ Tickets were available only for the 
lucky few. ■ The lucky winner will be given a brand new car. ■ 

1 know you’ll enjoy the show if you’re lucky enough to get a 
ticket. ■ Congratulations on getting the job, you lucky dog/ 
devil. • {chiefly US) He's a lucky stiff. [=he’s very lucky] ■ He 
was always lucky In love. [=he was always lucky in his ro¬ 
mantic relationships] 

2 : producing a good result by chance : resulting from good 
luck ■ He scored a goal on a lucky shot. ■ Their meeting was a 
lucky accident. ■ We got a lucky break. ■ It was a lucky coinci¬ 
dence that we were both there at the same time. ■ a lucky 
find/guess ■ It’s lucky for us that the weather is so good. = 
We’re lucky that the weather is so good. ■ a lucky coin/charm 
■ This must be your lucky day. [=a day when something good 
happens because of good luck] ■ You should thank your 


lucky stars [=you should be very grateful] that you have a 
friend like her. 

get lucky 1 : to have good luck : to succeed because of 
good luck ■ We thought all the tickets might have already 
been sold, but we got lucky —there were still a few left 
when we arrived. 2 informal : to succeed in finding or 
getting someone to have sex with you ■ He’s hoping to get 
lucky tonight. 

third time lucky see 1 third 

lucky dip noun, pi ~ dips [count] Brit : a game in which 
people reach into a container filled with small gifts without 
knowing what gift they will get — compare grab bag 
lu-cra-tive /'lu:krativ/ adj [more most ~] : producing 
money or wealth : profitable ■ a lucrative job/investment ■ 
a lucrative career/contract ■ The business has proved to be 
highly lucrative. 

— lu-cra-tive-ly adv • lucratively employed 

lu-cre /'luiker/ noun [noncount] disapptvving + often humor¬ 
ous : money or profit ■ the lure of lucre — often used in the 
phrase filthy lucre ■ He compromised his art for the pursuit 
of filthy lucre. 

lu-di-crous /'luidakras /adj [more most ~]: very foolish 

: ridiculous ■ ludicrous ideas/thoughts ■ a ludicrous state¬ 
ment/suggestion ■ It’s ludicrous [=absurd] to think that he 
can solve these problems himself. 

— lu-di-crous-ly adv ■ a ludicrously improbable idea — lu- 
di*crous*ness noun [noncount] 

1 lug /'lAg/ verb lugs; lugged; lug-ging [+ obf] : to pull or 
cany (something) with great effort ■ She had to lug her suit¬ 
cases out to the car by herself. ■ I was lugging a heavy camera 
around all day. 

2 lug noun, pi lugs [count] 

1 : a part (such as a handle) that sticks out like an ear 

2 US, informal + humorous : a laige and awkward or stupid 
man ■ He’s just a big lug. — often used in way that shows af¬ 
fection ■ It’s great to see you again, you big lug. 

3 US : lug nut 

luge / ( lu: 3 / noun, pi lug-es [count] : a small sled used for 
racing down an ice track 

— lug-er /'lu^a*/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

lug-gage /'\\&d&/ noun [noncount] : the bags and suitcases 
that a person carries when traveling : baggage ■ Passengers 
are limited to two items of cany-on luggage. 
luggage rack noun, pi ~ racks [count] 

1 : a shelf for storing luggage on a train, bus, etc. 

2 US : a frame on the roof of a car for carrying luggage — 
called also roof rack 

lug nut noun, pi ~ nuts [count] US : a heavy piece of metal 
that is screwed on to the bolts that hold a wheel on a vehicle 
lu-gu-bri-OUS /lu'guibrijas/ adj [more most —) formal 
: full of sadness or sorrow : very sad especially in an exag¬ 
gerated or insincere way ■ a comic actor known for his lugu¬ 
brious manner ■ wearing a lugubrious expression 

— lu-gu-bri-ous-ly adv ■ sighing lugubriously — lu-gu-bri- 
ous-ness noun [noncount] 

luke-warm /■luik'wown/a*# [more most —] 

1 : slightly warm ■ a lukewarm [-tepid] bath • I hate drinking 
lukewarm coffee. 

2 : not enthusiastic : not having or showing energy or ex¬ 
citement ■ Our plan got a lukewarm reception. ■ The produc¬ 
er was lukewarm about her script. 

— luke-warm-ly adv ■ They reacted/responded lukewarmly 
to our plan. 

1 lull /'IaI/ verb lulls; lulled; lull-ing [+ obf] 

1 : to cause (someone) to fall asleep or become sleepy ■ The 
music lulled him to sleep. — often used as (be) lulled • He 
was lulled to sleep by her soothing voice. ■ lulled by the gentle 
rocking of the boat 

2 ; to cause (someone) to feel safe and relaxed instead of 
careful and alert — + into ■ He lulls you into believing his 
promises. [=he tricks you into believing his promises by 
making you feel that he can be trusted] — often used as (be) 
lulled • She was lulled into a false sense of security. 

2 lull noun, pi lulls [count] : a brief time when an action or ac¬ 
tivity stops — usually + in ■ There were several lulls in the 
conversation. ■ a lull in the fighting/action ■ a lull in the storm 
lul-la-by /'lAl3,bai/ noun, pi -bies [count] : a song used to 
help a child fall asleep 

lum-ba-go /.lAm'beigoo/ noun [noncount ]: pain in the low¬ 
er back ■ experiencing an attack of lumbago 
lum-bar /"Limbs/ adj, always used before a noun, medical 
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: relating to or lying near the lower back ■ This seat provides 
good lumbar support. ■ the lumbar region 
1 lum*ber /'lAmba/ verb -bers; -bered; -ber-ing [no oty ]: to 
move in a slow or awkward way ■ The parade lumbers 
through town once a year. ■ We saw an elephant lumbering 
along the road. ■ trucks lumbering [= rumbling 1 down the 
street ■ an animal with a lumbering gait — sometimes used 
figuratively ■ The economy continues to lumber along. ■ a 
big, lumbering [=slow and awkward] bureaucracy 

— compare 3 lumber 
2 Iumber noun [noncount] 

1 US : wooden boards or logs that have been sawed and cut 
for use ■ trees turned into lumber [= timber ] ■ He works for a 
lumber company. ■ the lumber industry — see also lumber¬ 
ing 

2 Brit : large objects that are no longer used or wanted ■ had 
a clearout of all his old lumber and finally got rid of it 

3 Iumber verb -bers; -bered; -ber-ing 

lumber with [phrasal verb] lumber (someone) with (some¬ 
thing) Brit, informal : to cause (someone) to have (some¬ 
thing unwanted or unpleasant) ■ His classmates lumbered 
him with [=saddled him with] an unfortunate nickname. — 
often used as (be) lumbered with ■ He’s been lumbered with 
an unfortunate nickname. 

— compare ’lumber 

lum-ber-ing /'lAmbanij/ noun [noncount] US : the activity 
or business of making lumber from logs ■ There has been an 
increase in lumbering in this area. ■ the lumbering industry 
lum-ber-jack /"lAmba^tfezek/ noun, pi -Jacks [count] : a 
person whose job is to cut down trees for wood : logger 
lumber room noun, pi — rooms [count] Brit : a room for 
storing old pieces of furniture and other things that are not 
being used 

lum-ber-yard /'lAmb^ja^dy noun, pi -yards [count] us 
: a place where wooden boards are kept for sale ■ He went to 
the lumberyard [-(Brit) timber yard] to buy wood, 
lu-mi-nary /'luims^eri, Brit 'luimanari/ noun, pi -nar-ies 
[count] : a very famous or successful person : celebrity ■ 
luminaries of the art world 

lu-mi-nes-cence Aluima'nesijs/ noun [noncount] technical 
: the creation of light by processes that do not involve heat; 
also : the light created ■ the luminescence of the watch 

— lu-ml-nes-cent Aluims'nesnt/ adj [more most ~] ■ lu¬ 
minescent insects ■ a luminescent watch dial 

lu-mi-nous /'lu.msnss/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : producing or seeming to produce light: shining ■ lumi¬ 
nous stars/galaxies ■ I saw the cat’s luminous eyes in my car’s 
headlights. ■ a watch with a luminous dial — often used figu¬ 
ratively ■ the luminous clarity of her writing ■ a luminous es¬ 
say 

2 a : filled with light: brightly lit ■ The room was luminous 
with sunlight, b : very bright in color ■ a luminous blue 

— lu-mi-nos-i-ty /,lu:m3'na:s3ti/ noun [singular] ■ measur¬ 
ing a star’s luminosity ■ the luminosity of a typical galaxy 
— lu-mi-nous-ly adv • colors gleaming luminously in the 
sunlight ■ a luminously clear writing style 

1 lump /'Ump/ noun,pi lumps [count] 

1 : a small piece or mass of something ■ a lump of coal ■ turn¬ 
ing a lump of clay into a beautiful pot ■ He likes two lumps 
[-cubes] of sugar with his coffee. 

2 : an area of swelling or growth on your body ■ a cancerous 
lump ■ He got a lump on his head after bumping into the 
doorway. 

a lump In your throat : a tight feeling in your throat that 
you get when you are about to start crying or when you 
are trying not to cry • The movie’s final scene left me with 
a lump in my throat. = I got a lump in my throat when 1 
watched the film’s final scene. 

take your lumps or take a lot of lumps US, informal : to 
be badly beaten or hurt ■ He took a lot of lumps as a kid 
growing up in the city. — usually used figuratively ■ Their 
first album took its lumps from the critics. [=it was harshly 
criticized] ■ The team has taken its lumps [=it has lost many 
games] this year, but their play has improved recently. 
2 lump verb lumps; lumped; lump-ing 

1 [+ obf] : to put (people or things) together or in the same 
group ■ He made the mistake of lumping all their ideas to¬ 
gether as foolish. ■ She often gets lumped in with other mod¬ 
em artists even though her work is different from theirs. 

2 [no obj] : to form lumps : to become lumpy ■ You’ll need to 
stir the mixture constantly to keep it from lumping. 

lump it informal : to accept or allow something unpleasant 


or unwanted — usually used in the phrase like It or lump it 
■ Like it or lump it, the new law goes into effect today. [=it 
goes into effect whether you like it or not] 
lump-ish /’lAmpijy adj [more most ~]: heavy and dull or 

awkward • a slow-witted, lumpish man 

— lump-ish-ness noun [noncount] 

lump sum noun, pi ~ sums [count] : an amount of money 
that is paid at one time : a single sum of money ■ The bonus 
is paid out in a lump sum. [=it is paid out all at once] ■ a lump¬ 
sum payment 

lumpy /'lAmpi/ adi lump-i-er; -est: having lumps : full of 
lumps ■ a lumpy mattress ■ lumpy mashed potatoes 

— lump-i-ness /'Umpinas/ noun [noncount] 
lu-na-cy /'luinasi/ noun [noncount] 

1 a : extreme foolishness ■ Quitting her job was an act of 
sheer/pure lunacy. [= madness] b : something that is very 
foolish ■ Quitting her job was lunacy. ■ It would be lunacy 
[-madness] to try driving home in this stonn. ■ His idea was 
considered total/sheer/complete lunacy. 

2 old-fashioned : extreme mental illness : insanity 
lu-nar /'luma-/ adi, always used before a noun : of or relating 

to the moon ■ a lunar rock ■ the lunar surface ■ a lunar eclipse 
■ a lunar month [=the time between one new moon and the 
next, one full moon and the next, etc.] 

1 lu-na-tic /Mu:n3,tik/ noun, pi -tics [count] informal 

1 old-fashioned + sometimes offensive : an insane person * a 
murderous lunatic ■ He was raving like a lunatic. 

2 informal : a person who behaves in a very foolish way ■ 1 
almost got into an accident with some lunatic on the high¬ 
way. ■ My boss is a complete lunatic. • He was a lunatic out 
on the ski slopes. [=he was an extremely daring, reckless, or 
aggressive skier] 

2 lunatic adi, always used before a noun 

1 a old-fashioned + sometimes offensive : designed for insane 
people ■ a lunatic asylum b : not sane • a lunatic [=crazy] ge¬ 
nius 

2 : wildly foolish ■ He hatched a lunatic plot to overthrow 
the government. ■ another of his lunatic ideas ■ lunatic behav¬ 
ior ■ a lunatic risk 

lunatic fringe noun [singular] : the members of a political 
or social group or movement who have the most extreme or 
foolish ideas ■ His nomination is opposed by the party’s luna¬ 
tic fringe. 

1 lunch /'Lvntf/ noun, pi lunch-es : a light meal eaten in the 
middle of the day [count] I like to eat/have a healthy lunch 
every day. ■ a company lunch [-luncheon] ■ We took a picnic 
lunch to the park. • They’ve brought their own lunches with 
them. ■ We discussed the idea over a working/business lunch. 
[=a lunch during which people talk about business matters] 
[noncount] What’s for lunch ? ■ I had/ate just a sandwich for 
lunch. • Where do you want to go for lunch ? = Where do you 
want to eat/have lunch ? ■ I bought her some lunch. ■ She of¬ 
ten sits alone at lunch. [=while eating lunch] ■ We discussed 
the idea over lunch. [=during lunch; while eating lunch] ■ 1 
offered to take her out to lunch. [=to take her to a restaurant 
for lunch] ■ lunch hour [=the time when the people in a 
school or company eat lunch] When people do lunch they 
have lunch together. This is an informal phrase that is often 
associated with people in business. ■ Let’s do lunch some¬ 
time. 

eat/have someone or something for lunch or eat some¬ 
one’s or something’s lunch US, informal : to defeat 
someone or something very badly ■ The big hardware 
chain was eating the local store’s lunch. l=the big chain was 
taking a lot of business from the local store] 
lose your lunch US slang : to throw up : vomit ■ I felt like I 
was about to lose my lunch. 

no free lunch The expression there is no free lunch or 
there is no such thing as a free lunch means that it is not 
possible to get something that is desired or valuable with¬ 
out having to pay for it in some way. 
out to lunch informal : not aware of what is really happen¬ 
ing : too strange or confused to notice or understand what 
is really happening ■ That guy acts like he’s out to lunch. 
2 lunch verb lunches; lunched; lunch-ing [no obj] : to eat 
lunch ■ She often lunches in the park. ■ We lunched on left¬ 
overs. 

— lunch-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

lunch box noun, pi ~ boxes [count] : a box in which a 
lunch can be kept and carried to school, work, etc. 
lunch break noun, pi «*>- breaks [count] : the time when 
people stop working or studying to have lunch : lunch 
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hour • Let’s go out during our lunch break. 
lunch counter noun, pi ~ -ers [count] US 

1 : a long counter at which lunches are sold 

2 •. LUNCHEONETTE 

lun*cheon /'Untfan/ noun, pi -cheons [count] : a usually 
formal lunch that occurs as part of a meeting or for enter¬ 
taining a guest ■ a company luncheon ■ a ladies’ luncheon 
lun»cheon»ette /,lAntf3*net/ noun, pi -ettes [count] US : a 
small restaurant where lunches are served 
luncheon meat noun, pi ~ meats [count, noncount] 

: cooked meat (such as sliced meat or canned meat) that is 
usually eaten cold ■ sliced ham, turkey, and other luncheon 
meats — called also (US) lunch meat 
lunch hour noun, pi hours [count] : the time when peo¬ 
ple stop working or studying to have lunch ■ She likes to go 
for a walk during her lunch hour. 
lunch*room /'lAntfiruim/ noun, pi -rooms [count] US 
1 : a large room in a school or business where people eat 
lunch 

2:LUNCHEONETTE 

lunch-time /'lAntfitaim/ noun, pi -times : the time in the 
middle of the day when people usually eat lunch [noncount] 
It was nearly lunchtime when we got there, [count] They en¬ 
joyed the lunchtimes they spent together. 
lunq /'Iad/ noun, pi lungs [count] : either one of the two or¬ 
gans that people and animals use to breathe air ■ He filled his 
lungs with the clean, fresh air. • lung disease/cancer ■ She 
shouted af the top of her lungs. [=she shouted as loudly as 
possible] — see picture at human 
1 lunge /"Uncfe/ noun, pi lung-es [count] : a sudden forward 
movement - He made a lunge at me with his knife. • He made 
a desperate lunge for the ball. 

2 lunge verb lunges; lunged; lung-ing [no obj] : to move or 
reach forward in a sudden, forceful way ■ He lunged at me 
with his knife. - She lunged across the table. ■ The crocodile 
lunged at its prey. - The dog lunged for his throat. 
lU-pUS /'lu.pas/ noun [noncount] medical : a disease that af¬ 
fects the nervous system, joints, and skin 
1 lurch l'\9$lverb lurch-es; lurched; lurch-ing [no obj] 

1 : to make a sudden sideways or forward motion ■ The boat 
lurched in the rough seas. ■ The bus lurched along/down the 
highway. ■ The jeep lurched to a stop. 

2 : to move or walk in an awkward or unsteady way ■ She 
lost her balance and lurched into the counter. ■ He lurched to 
his feet. — often used figuratively - Investors worry as the 
economy lurches towards recession. ■ He always seems to be 
lurching from one crisis to another. ■ The movie lurches from 
one car chase scene to the next. 

2 lurch noun, pi lurches [count] : a sudden sideways or for¬ 
ward movement • You could feel the bumps and lurches as 
the bus moved down the highway. ■ The train gave a lurch as 
it left the station. = The train left the station with a lurch. 

— compare 3 lurch 

3 lurch noun 

leave (someone) in the lurch : to leave someone without 
help or protection when it is needed ■ His advisers left him 
in the lurch when he needed them the most. 

- compare 2 lurch 

1 lure /*Iu»/ verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition 
lures; lured; lur-ing [+ obj] : to cause or persuade (a per¬ 
son or an animal) to go somewhere or to do something by of¬ 
fering some pleasure or gain ■ advertisers trying to lure ^at¬ 
tract] a younger audience to their products ■ They lured the 
bear out of its den. ■ The suburbs are luring middle-class 
families away from the city. ■ The police lured him back to 
the scene of the crime. ■ Explorers were lured to the area by 
tales of a city of gold. ■ An attractive window display can 
help to lure shoppers into the store. 

2 lure noun, pi lures [count] 

1 : an appealing or attractive quality — usually singular ■ 
Tourists are drawn to the area by the lure of the Arizona sun¬ 
shine. ■ The birds find the lure of the feeder irresistible. ■ He 
was unable to resist the lure of easy money. 

2 : a device used for attracting and catching animals, birds, 
or especially fish 

III*rid /'Israel/ adj [more —; most —] disapproving 

1 : causing shock or disgust : involving sex or violence in a 
way that is meant to be shocking ■ lurid [= sensational] tab¬ 
loid headlines ■ a lurid front-page story ■ a lurid tale of vio¬ 
lence and betrayal ■ the lurid [= gruesome ] details of the crime 

2 : shining or glowing with a bright and unpleasant color ■ a 


lurid neon sign - the lurid lighting of a nightclub ■ The light 
from the fire cast a lurid glow on everything. 

— lu-rid-ly adv • luridly sensational headlines ■ a scene lurid¬ 
ly lit by smoky sunlight — lu-rld-ness noun [noncount] 

lurk /'la-k /verb lurks; lurked; lurk-ing [no obj] 

1 : to be in a hidden place ■ The cat was lurking [-hiding] be¬ 
hind the sofa. : to wait in a secret or hidden place especially 
in order to do something wrong or harmful ■ She could tell 
there was someone out there lurking in the shadows. — of¬ 
ten used figuratively ■ Trouble lurks around every corner. ■ 
There is tenderness that lurks underneath his tough appear¬ 
ance. - Who knows what evil lurks in the hearts of men? ■ 
The idea had been lurking in her mind for some time. 

2 computers : to read messages written by other people on 
the Internet in a newsgroup, chat room, etc., without writing 
any messages yourself 

— lurk-er noun, pi -ers [count] 
lUS-CiOUS /'UJas/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : having a very appealing taste or smell: delicious ■ lus¬ 
cious fruits ■ chocolate cake with a luscious whipped cream 
topping ■ a luscious wine 

2 a : richly appealing • a luscious [= delightful] singing voice 
b informal : very physically attractive ■ an incredibly lus¬ 
cious actress 

— lus-cious-ly adv ■ a lusciously creamy cheesecake — lus- 
cious-ness noun [noncount] 

1 lush /'US/adj lush-er; -est 

1 a : having a lot of full and healthy growth ■ lush grass ■ lush 
luxuriant ] tropical vegetation ■ The frequent rainfall en¬ 
courages the lush growth of trees, ferns, and shrubs, b 
: covered with healthy green plants ■ lush green fields/farms/ 
pastures ■ She always wanted to live on a lush Caribbean is¬ 
land. ■ The hills are lush with deep, thick grass. 

2 : having a pleasingly rich quality ■ a lush and fruity wine ■ 
lush color photos ■ the film’s lush imagery ■ a lush carpet 

— lush-ly adv • lushly planted gardens • a lushly [^lavishly] il¬ 
lustrated book - lush-ness noun [noncount] • the lush¬ 
ness of the surrounding countryside 

2 lush noun.pl lush-es [count] informal : a person who is of¬ 
ten drunk : drunk ■ He’s just an old lush. 

1 lust /'lAst/ noun,pi lusts 

1 : a strong feeling of sexual desire [noncount] He was con¬ 
sumed by lust. ■ He was motivated more by lust than love. 
[=more by the desire for sex than by affection] [count] satis¬ 
fying their lusts 

2 ; a strong desire for something [singular] a lust [=craving, 
desire] for money/adventure - He was driven by a lust for 
power. ■ a lust for life [=a strong desire to live a full and rich 
life] [noncount] Lust for chocolate drew her into the candy 
store. — see also bloodlust 

2 lust verb lusts; lust-ed; lust-lng [no obj] 

1 : to have a strong sexual desire for someone — usually + 
after ■ He lusted after the prettiest girl in the school. — some¬ 
times + for ■ He had lusted for her for years. 

2 : to have a strong desire for something — usually + after ■ 
She’s been lusting after [^craving] that job for many months. 

— sometimes + for ■ investors lusting for profits — some¬ 
times followed by to + verb ■ a general who lusted to com¬ 
mand 

lUS-ter (US) or Brit lus-tre /'IasW noun [singular] 

1 : the shiny quality of a surface that reflects light • the luster 
of polished metal ■ He polished the silverware for hours try¬ 
ing to restore its luster. • the luster of her eyes 

2 : an appealing, exciting, or admired quality - The trip loses 
some of its luster [=it becomes less appealing or exciting] af¬ 
ter you’ve done it several times. ■ The scandals have tar¬ 
nished/dimmed his luster. [=damaged his reputation] • the 
luster [=renown] of the family’s name 

— lus-ter-less (US) or Brit lus*tre*less adj ■ dull lusterless 
eyes ■ lusterless silverware — lus-trous /'Ustras/ adj [more 

most ~] ■ lustrous silk ■ a lustrous [=shining] surface 
lUSt-ful /'Ustfal/ adj [more most ~] : feeling or showing 
strong sexual desire : feeling or showing lust ■ He looked at 
her with lustful eyes. ■ lustful feelings/dreams/thoughts 

— lust-ful-ly /'Ustfali/ adv • gazing lustfully at one another 
lusty /'lAsti/ adj lust*i-er; -est 

1 : full of strength and energy ■ a lusty shout/cry ■ lusty 
[=powerful] singing ■ working with lusty determination 

2 : lustful ■ lusty teenagers 

— Iust*i-ly /'lAstali/ adv [more most ~] ■ singing lustily • 
cheering/applauding lustily - lust-l-ness /'Ustinas/ noun 
[noncount] 
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lute /'lu:t/ noun, pi lutes [count] : a musical instrument with 
strings that resembles a guitar and that was played especially 
in past centuries 

Lu-ther-an /'luiBaran/ noun, pi -ans [count]: a member of 
one of the Protestant churches that follow the teachings of 
Martin Luther 

— Lutheran adi 

luV'Vie /'1 a vi/ noun, pi -vies [count] Brit, informal : someone 
(such as an actor or actress) who is very friendly in a way 
that does not seem sincere 

IUX*U«ri-ant /ilAg^arijant, Brit .lAg'zjuariant/ adi [more 
most ~] 

1 : having heavy and thick growth : LUSH ■ a luxuriant gray 
beard ■ luxuriant vegetation 

2 : having an appealingly rich quality ■ a luxuriant sympho¬ 
ny ■ luxuriant colors 

— Iux-u-ri«ance AUg^arijans, Brit ^Ag'zjuarians/ noun 
[noncount] ■ the luxuriance of his beard — lux*u*ri*ant*ly 
adv • a luxuriantly bearded man 

lux-u-ri-ate /ilAg'saTheit, Brit ,lAg l zjudri l eit/ verb -ates; -at- 
ed; -at*ing [no obj ] : to enjoy something that is appealingly 
rich or relaxing — usually + in ■ He spent the morning luxu¬ 
riating in his bed. ■ She luxuriated in the beauties of the natu¬ 
ral world. 

lUX-U-ri-OUS /,lAg'3arij3s, Brit ,lAg'zju3ri3s/ adj [more 
most ~] 

1 : very comfortable and expensive : richly appealing ■ a lux¬ 
urious apartment/restaurant ■ one of the country’s most lux¬ 
urious resorts/hotels ■ a luxurious fabric/fur 

2 : feeling or showing a desire for expensive things ■ a store 
that caters to the luxurious tastes of the rich 

— lux*u*ri*OUS*ly adv ■ a luxuriously fumished/decorated 
apartment — lux*u*ri*ous*ness noun [noncount] 

lux*U*ry /'Uk/ari/ noun, pi -ries 

1 [noncount] : a condition or situation of great comfort, 
ease, and wealth ■ living in luxury ■ a symbol of luxury ■ the 
height of luxury — often used before another noun ■ a luxu¬ 
ry apartment ■ a luxury car/liner ■ luxury goods/items 

2 a [count] : something that is expensive and not necessary ■ 
He spent a fortune on expensive wines and other luxuries. ■ 
Right now a new car is a luxury that 1 can’t afford. ■ On my 
salary, I can afford few luxuries, b [singular] : something 
that is helpful or welcome and that is not usually or always 
available ■ We were lucky to have the luxury of choosing 
from among several good options. ■ We can’t afford the luxu¬ 
ry of waiting any longer. 

in the lap of luxury see 'lap 

luxury box noun, pi ~ boxes [count] US : an area with a 
roof and private seats near the top of a sports stadium 

1 - ly /li/ adv suffix 

1 : in a (specified) manner ■ sadly ■ joking/y ■ slow ly 

2 a : in a (specified) period of time ■ The paper is published 
weekly, b : to a (specified) degree or extent ■ extreme/y 
good ■ relative/y cheap ■ partial/y true C : in a (specified) 
place in a series ■ second/y ■ last/y 

2 - ly adi suffix 

1 : similar in appearance, manner, or nature to a (specified) 
person ■ queen/y ■ father/y 

2 : characterized by regular occurrence in (specified) peri¬ 
ods of time ■ a week/y paper 


1 m or M /'em/ noun, pi m’s or ms or M’s or Ms 

1 : the 13th letter of the English alphabet [count] a word 
that starts with an m [noncount] a word that starts with m 

2 [count] : the Roman numeral that means 1,000 ■ MM 

[= 2 , 000 ] 

2 m abbr 1 male 2 married 3 meter 4 mile 
M abbr 1 medium — usually used for a clothing size • The 
shirt comes in S, M, L, and XL. 2 million 
ma /'ma:/ noun, pi mas [count] informal : a person’s mother ■ 
Her ma and pa both said she can’t go. ■ When’s supper, Mai 
MA abbr 1 master of arts ■ She has an MA in English. ■ Lau¬ 
rence Smith, MA 2 Massachusetts 


ly-chee or li*tchi also li*chee /'li:,tfi:, Brit 'lai,tfi:/ noun, pi 
-chees or -tchis [count]: the fruit of an Asian tree that has 
a hard outer covering and a seed surrounded by sweet flesh; 
also : the tree that produces this fruit 
Ly-cra /'laikra/ trademark — used for a type of cloth that 
stretches 

lye /'lai/ noun [noncount] : a strong chemical that is used es¬ 
pecially in making soap 
lying present participle of lie 

ly«ing—in Alajig'in/ noun, pi lyings—in or lying—ins 

[count] old-fashioned: the time when a woman lies in bed be¬ 
fore, while, and after giving birth to a baby 
Lyme disease /'laim-/ noun [noncount] : a serious disease 
that is spread by the bite of a small insect (called a deer tick) 
lymph /'limf/ noun [noncount] medical : a pale fluid that 
contains white blood cells and that passes through channels 
in the body and helps to keep bodily tissues healthy 

— Iym»phat*ic /hm'fzetik/ adi ■ lymphatic tissue ■ the lym¬ 
phatic system 

lymph node noun, pi ~ nodes [count] medical : any one 
of many rounded masses of tissue in the body through which 
lymph passes to be filtered and cleaned 
lynch /'lintf/ verb lynch-es; lynched; lynch-ing [+ obj] 
: to kill (someone) illegally as punishment for a crime ■ The 
accused killer was lynched by an angry mob. 
lynch mob noun, pi ~ mobs [count] : a crowd of people 
who lynch or try to lynch someone 
lynchpin variant spelling of linchpin 
lynx /'lirjks/ noun, pi lynx or lynx*es [count] : a large wild 
cat of North America — see picture at CAT 
lyre /'laja-/ noun, pi lyres [count] : a musical instrument with 
strings that was used especially in ancient Greece 
1 lyr«lc /'link/ noun, pi -ics [count] 

1 : the words of a song ■ a song with a beautiful lyric — usu¬ 
ally plural ■ a song with beautiful lyrics • She knows the lyrics 
to all her favorite songs. ■ The song’s lyrics made no sense to 
her. ■ Who wrote the lyrics for/to this song? 

2 : a poem that expresses deep personal feelings in a way 
that is like a song : a lyric poem ■ a poet admired for his lyr¬ 
ics 

2 lyric adi [more most ~] 

1 a : expressing deep feelings in a way that is like a song ■ 
Greek lyric poetry b : writing lyric poetry ■ a lyric poet 

2 always used before a noun, of an opera singer : having a 
light and pure voice ■ a lyric soprano 

lyr*i*cal /'linkal /ad) [more most —] : having an artistical¬ 
ly beautiful or expressive quality ■ She is noted for her lyrical 
moviemaking style. ■ a painter known for his lyrical land¬ 
scapes ■ a lyrical account of frontier life 
wax lyrical chiefly Brit, informal : to talk about something in 
a very enthusiastic way ■ He waxed lyrical about the time 
he spent living in southern France. 

- lyr-i-caMy /Minkli/ adv 

lyr-i-cism /Mira^izam/ noun [noncount] : a quality that ex¬ 
presses deep feelings or emotions in a work of art: an artisti¬ 
cally beautiful or expressive quality ■ poetic lyricism ■ music 
rich with lyricism ■ the lyricism of his paintings 
lyr-i-cist /'lirasist/ noun, pi -cists [count] : a person who 
writes the words of a song : a writer of lyrics 


ma’am /'msm/ noun [noncount] 

1 US — used to politely speak to a woman who you do not 
know ■ May I help you with your luggage, ma’am ? [-mad¬ 
am] 

2 Brit — used to speak to the Queen or to a woman of high 
rank in the police or military 

mac or mack /'msek/ noun , pi macs or macks [count] Brit, 
informal : mackintosh 

Mac /'meek/ noun [singular] US, informal + old-fashioned + 
sometimes impolite — used to speak to a man who you do 
not know ■ Hey, Mac [-buddy], could you move your car? 
ma-ca-bre /ma'kcub, ma'kaibra/ adi [more most ~] ; in- 
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volving death or violence in a way that is strange, frighten¬ 
ing, or unpleasant ■ a macabre story of murder and madness 
■ Police discovered a macabre scene inside the house, 
mac-ad-am /ma'ksedam/ noun [noncount] : a road surface 
made with a dark material that contains small broken stones 
mac*a*ro*ni noun [noncount] : a type of pas¬ 

ta in the shape of small curved tubes ■ (US) macaroni and 
cheese = (Brit) macaroni cheese [=a dish of macaroni in a 
cheese sauce] — see picture at pasta 
mac*a*roon Amseka'ruin/ noun, pi -roons [count] : a 
cookie made of egg, sugar, and almonds or coconut 
ma-caw /ma'ka:/ noun, pi -caws [count] : a bird of South 
and Central America that has a long tail and bright colorful 
feathers 

1 mace /'meis/ noun, pi mac*es [count] 

1 : a heavy club with many sharp points that was used as a 
weapon in the Middle Ages 

2 : a decorated pole carried by an official in special ceremo¬ 
nies as a symbol of authority 

— compare 2 mace 

2 mace noun [noncount] : a spice made from the dried cover¬ 
ing of a type of seed (called a nutmeg) — compare ‘mace 

3 mace verb mac-es; maced; mac*ing [+ obf] : to spray (a 
person) with Mace ■ She maced the man who attacked her. 
Mace /'meis/ trademark — used for a liquid that stings the 
eyes and skin and that is used as a spray to defend against an 
attacker 

Mach /'rna.k, Brit ’msek/ noun [noncount] technical — used 
to indicate the high speed of something (such as an airplane) 
by comparing it to the speed of sound ■ a jet flying at Mach 2 
[=twice the speed of sound] 

ma-chete /ma'Jeti/ noun, pi -chet-es [count] : a large, 
heavy knife that is used for cutting plants and as a weapon 
Ma-chi*a-veMian /jmsekijaVelyan/ adj [more most ~] 
: using clever lies and tricks in order to get or achieve some¬ 
thing : clever and dishonest ■ He relied on Machiavellian 
[=devious] tactics to get elected. ■ a Machiavellian battle for 
control of the company 

— Machiavellian noun, pi -lians [count] • a political Machi¬ 
avellian 

mach*i*na*tionS /imseka'nei/anz/ noun [plural] formal + 
usually disapproving : deceptive actions or methods that are 
used to get or achieve something ■ His plans were defeated 
by the machinations of his enemies. 

1 matching /ma'Jr.n/ noun,pi -chines [count] 

1 : apiece of equipment with moving parts that does work 
when it is given power from electricity, gasoline, etc. ■ Shov¬ 
els are tools; bulldozers are machines. • Do you know how to 
operate/use/run this machine ? ■ The machine is working/ 
running properly. ■ The machine is broken. ■ machine-sorted 
mail [=mail that is sorted by using a machine] ■ a fax/copy/ 
exercise machine ■ a coffee/soda/ice/cash machine [=a ma¬ 
chine from which you can get coffee/soda/ice/cash] — often 
used to refer informally to a specific type of machine ■ Are 
there any new messages on the machine ? [=on the answering 
machine] ■ I have a load of laundry in the machine. [=in the 
washing machine] ■ I’m having software problems on my ma¬ 
chine. [=computer] — see also answering machine, fly¬ 
ing MACHINE, ROWING MACHINE, SEWING MACHINE, SLOT 
MACHINE, TIME MACHINE, VENDING MACHINE, VOTING 
MACHINE, WASHING MACHINE 

2 informal : a vehicle (such as a car or motorcycle) ■ He was 
bragging about his new machine. 

3 a : a person or group that does something efficiently, 
quickly, or repeatedly like a machine ■ The coach turned the 
team into a scoring machine. * My younger brother is an eat¬ 
ing machine. • a publicity machine b : a powerful and well- 
organized group ■ a politician who dared to challenge the lo¬ 
cal party machine ■ a powerful war machine • Their army is a 
well-oiled machine. 

by machine : with a machine ■ The mail used to be sorted 
by hand but is sorted now by machine. 

— ma-chine-like /m3\fi:n,laik/ adj [more most —] ■ He 
worked with machinelike efficiency. 

2 machine verb -chines; -chined; -chin-ing [+ obf] : to 
shape (something) by using a machine ■ The parts of the en¬ 
gine have been precisely machined. 
machine gun noun, pi ~ guns [count] : a gun that is able 
to shoot many bullets very quickly one after the other ■ They 
heard the sound of machine-gun fire. — see picture at gun 
-machine-gun verb -guns; -gunned; -gun-ning [+ 
obf] ■ The soldiers were machine-gunned from the air. 


- machine gunner noun, pi — ners [count] 
ma-chine-gun /ma'Ji.^gAJi/ adj, always used before a 
noun, informal: very quick ■ a comedian with a machine-gun 
[-rapid-fire] delivery 

machine—readable adj : in a form that can be used and 
understood by a computer ■ machine-readable data 
ma«chin*ery /ma'/iinari/ noun [noncount] 

1 : machines of a particular kind or machines in general ■ 
Some of the mill’s machinery was damaged in the fire. ■ a 
piece of farm machinery 

2 ; the working parts of a machine ■ Something was clogging 
the machinery. 

3 : an organization or system by which something is done ■ 
the machinery of government ■ The United Nations has set 
up machinery for mediation. 

machine shop noun, pi ~ shops [count] : a place where 
metal parts are made and put together 
machine tool noun.pl ~ tools [count] : a tool (such as a 
drill) that is powered by electricity and designed for shaping 
metal or wood 

ma*chin*ist /ms'/imist/ noun, pi -ists [count] : a person 
who makes, repairs, or operates machines ■ He is a machinist 
at the factory. 

ma*chis*mo /ma’fi;zmou, Brit ma'flizmau/ noun [non¬ 
count] often disapproving : an attitude, quality, or way of be¬ 
having that agrees with traditional ideas about men being 
very strong and aggressive ■ athletes displaying their machis¬ 
mo ■ a culture of machismo 

ma-cho /'ma.-tfou, Brit 'msetfau/ adj [more most —] often 

disapproving : having or showing qualities (such as very no¬ 
ticeable strength and aggression) that agree with traditional 
ideas about what men are like : manly or masculine in a very 
noticeable or exaggerated way ■ He thinks he’s a real macho 
man. [=a very masculine man] ■ the macho world of football 
mack variant spelling of mac 

mack*er*el /■msekaral/ noun, pi -el or -els [count, non¬ 
count] : a large fish that lives in the northern Atlantic Ocean 
and is often eaten as food — see color picture on page C8 
mack-in-tosh /'msekanita:// noun, pi -tosh-es [count] 
Brit, old-fashioned : raincoat — called also mac 
mac*ra*me /'msek^mei/ noun [noncount] : the art of tying 
knots in string to make decorative things » Her hobbies in¬ 
clude knitting and macrami.\ also : things made in this way ■ 
her collection of macrame 

mac-ro /'maekrou/ noun, pi -ros [count] computers : a set of 
instructions that causes a computer to perform a series of 
tasks 

mac-ro- /'msekrou/ combining form : large ■ macroeconom¬ 
ics 

mac*ro*bi*0*tiC /iinsekroubai'aitik/ adj : consisting of 
mainly whole grains and vegetables ■ a macrobiotic diet 
mac-ro-cosm / , m 2 ekra,ka:zam/ noun [singular] : a large 
system (such as the entire universe) that contains many 
smaller systems — compare microcosm 
mac-ro*eCO*nom*iCS Amsekroi^eka'nccmiks, ,m 2 ekroo- 
ji.ka'na.nuks/ noun [noncount] : the study of the large eco¬ 
nomic systems of a country or region — compare micro¬ 
economics 

— mac-ro-eco-nom-ic /iinseknx^eka'na.mik, ,m 2 ekrou- 
ai.'kd'na.'imk/ adj 

mad /'msed/ adj mad-der; mad-dest 

1 not used before a noun, chiefly US, informal : very angry ■ If 
you keep teasing that dog, you’ll make/get him mad. ■ She’s 
mad at me. = (less commonly) She’s mad with me. ■ What are 
you so mad about? ■ That guy makes me so mad\ ■ She was 
mad at me for being late. = She was mad that I was late. = 
She was mad about my being late. ■ She was hopping mad. 
[=extremely angry] — see also fighting mad at 'fight 

2 a : having or showing severe mental illness : insane ■ 
(chiefly Brit) The man in the park was clearly mad. • a movie 
about a mad scientist • He was stark raving mad. ^com¬ 
pletely insane] = (Brit) He was barking mad. b : unable to 
think in a clear or sensible way ■ He was mad [=insane] with 
jealousy/anger. ■ (chiefly Brit) They must have been mad 
[=crazy] to buy that house. ■ a power-mat/ prosecutor C 
: very foolish ■ (chiefly Brit) He made a mad decision to drive 
home in the storm. 

3 chiefly Brit, informal : liking someone or something very 
much : very fond of or enthusiastic about someone or some¬ 
thing ■ She’s mad for a cute boy in her class. • He’s mad keen 
on sailing. — often + about ■ She’s mad [-wild] about danc- 
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ing. ■ He’s mad [=crazy] about her. 

4 always used before a noun : wild and uncontrolled ■ There 
was a mad [-frantic] rush when the store opened. ■ a mad 
scramble 

drive (someone) mad 1 : to cause (someone) to become 
mentally ill ■ Years alone in the jungle had driven him mad. 
2 : to annoy or bother (someone) very much. ■ That noise 
is driving me mad\ 

go mad 1 : to become mentally ill ■ Sometimes 1 think the 
whole world has gone madl ■ He had gone mad after years 
alone in the jungle. 2 : to act in a way that is out of con¬ 
trol : to act wildly ■ The crowd went mad [-went crazy] 
when the team won the championship. 
like mad informal 1 : with a lot of energy and speed ■ 
We’ve been working like mad [-like crazy] to get done on 
time. 2 : very quickly ■ Cars were selling like mad. • He’s 
been spending money like mad. 3 : very much ■ She start¬ 
ed shivering like mad. 
mad as a hatter see hatter 
mad-am /‘msdam/ noun, pi -ams [count] 

1 pi mes-dames /mei'da:m, mei'dsem/ formal — used to 
politely speak to a woman who you do not know ■ Would 
madam care for a drink? = Would you care for a drink, mad¬ 
am ? 

2 Madam — used at the start of a formal letter to a woman 
whose name you do not know ■ Dear Madam ■ Dear Sir or 
Madam 

3 Madam — used when you are speaking to a woman who 
has a high rank or position ■ Madam President ■ Madam Am¬ 
bassador 

4 : a woman who is in charge of a brothel 

5 Brit, informal + disapproving : a girl who expects other peo¬ 
ple to do things for her ■ She was a bossy little madam. 

ma-dame /ma'dsm, ma'daim/ noun, pi mes-dames 
/mei'da:m, mei'dsem/ [count] — used like Mrs. as a title for a 
married Frenchwoman 

mad'Cap /'maed^sep/ adj, usually used before a noun [more 
most ~]: very foolish or silly ■ a madcap scheme ■ a mad¬ 
cap [=zany] movie about a car race around the world ■ mad¬ 
cap antics 

mad COW disease noun [noncount] : a fatal disease that 
affects the brain and nervous system of cattle 
mad-den /'maedn/ verb -dens; -dened; -den-ing [+ obj] 
: to make (someone) angry — often used as (be) maddened ■ 
The general was maddened by the delays, 
maddening adj [more most —] : very annoying ■ He has 

a maddening habit of interrupting other people. ■ She shows 
a maddening inability to control her children. 

— mad-den-ingdy /'maedniqli/ adv ■ a maddeningly diffi¬ 
cult problem ■ maddeningly slow service 

1 made past tense and past participle of 1 make 
2 made /'meid/ adj 

1 not used before a noun a — used to say that someone has 
the right qualities to be or to do something ■ He was made to 
be an actor. = He was made to act. b — used to say that 
something has the right qualities for or to do something ■ She 
has a body made for running. ■ The furniture was made to 
last, [-the furniture will last a long time] 

2 : built, formed, or shaped in a specified way ■ newly made 
tissue cells — often used in combination ■ American-made 
cars * machine-made rugs — see also handmade, home¬ 
made, MAN-MADE, TAILOR-MADE 

3 informal : certain of success ■ a made man ■ If this works, 
we’ll all be made for Ufe\ [=we will have enough money to 
live well for the rest of our lives] 

have it made informal : to be in a very good position or sit¬ 
uation ■ My brother has it made with a good job, a beauti¬ 
ful wife, and a big house with a pool. ■ (US) She had to 
work hard for many years to achieve success, but now she 
has it made in the shade. 

made for each other informal : perfectly suited to each 
other ■ I’m not surprised that they have such a happy mar¬ 
riage. I always knew that they were made for each other, 
made of money see money 

what you’re made of •<- If people want to find out what 
you're made of, they want to see if you have the necessary 
courage, skill, etc., to succeed. ■ Let’s give him a chance 
and find out what he’s made of 

- see also ready-made, self-made, unmade 
ma-de-moi-selle Amaedmwa'zel/ noun, pi ma-de-moi- 

selles Amaedmwa'zelz/ or mes-de>mol-selles /,meid- 
mwa'zel/ [count] — used like Miss as a title for a 


Frenchwoman who is not married 
made—to—measure adj : made to fit a particular person 
or thing ■ a made-to-measure [-custom-made] suit ■ made-to- 
measure curtains 

made—to—Order adj : made to fit the needs or require¬ 
ments of a particular person * made-to-order [^custom-made] 
shoes/fumiture ■ a made-to-order meal 
made—up /'meid'Ap/ adj 

1 : created from the imagination : not true or real ■ a made- 
up [-fictitious] story/name 

2 [more most —] : wearing makeup ■ made-up eyelids ■ 
She was nicely made-up. 

mad*hoUSe /'m£ed,haus/ noun, pi -hous*es [count] 

1 old-fashioned + offensive : a hospital for people who are 
mentally ill 

2 informal : a place where there is a lot of excitement or 
confusion ■ The stadium was a madhouse when the team 
won the championship. 

mad*ly /'maedli/ adv 

1 : to an extreme or excessive degree ■ He told her that he 
loved her madly. ■ a madly ambitious businessman ■ She fell 
madly in love with him. 

2 : in a mad or insane way ■ He pulled out a knife and started 
waving it around madly. [= wildly] ■ grinning madly 

mad*man /'maed^aen/ noun, pi -men /-,men/ [count] 

1 : a man who has severe mental illness : an insane man ■ a 
celebrity being stalked by a madman 

2 informal: a man who acts in a wild and uncontrolled way ■ 
He is a madman out on the ski slopes. [=he is an extremely 
daring or reckless skier] ■ He drives like a madman. [=he 
drives very recklessly] 

mad-ness /'maedngs/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a state of severe mental illness ■ The king’s madness [-in¬ 
sanity] was well-known. ■ He suffered a series of tragedies 
that nearly drove him to madness. 

2 : behavior or thinking that is very foolish or dangerous • 
Her friends told her the idea was pure/sheer madness , but 
she went through with it anyway. ■ It was the height of mad¬ 
ness for him to drive at such high speeds! — see also (a) 
method in/to your madness at method 

Ma*don*na /maMama/ noun, pi -nas 

1 the Madonna : the Virgin Mary : the mother of Jesus 
Christ 

2 [count] : a painting or statue of the Virgin Mary 
mad-ri-gal /'maedrigal/ noun, pi -gals [count] : a type of 

song for several singers without instruments that was popu¬ 
lar in the 16th and 17th centuries 
mad-wom-an /'maed, woman/ noun, pi -wom-en 
/-,wiman/ [count] 

1 : a woman who has severe mental illness : an insane wom¬ 
an ■ a story about a madwoman locked up by her husband 

2 informal : a woman who acts in a wild and uncontrolled 
way ■ She is a madwoman on the dance floor. ■ She drives like 
a madwoman. [=she drives recklessly] 

mael-Strom /'meilstram/ noun, pi -Stroms [count] literary 

1 : a situation in which there are a lot of confused activities, 
emotions, etc. ■ She was caught in a maelstrom of emotions. ■ 
the maelstrom of war ■ a maelstrom of activity 

2 : a dangerous area of water that moves very fast in a circle 
: whirlpool ■ The ship was drawn into the maelstrom. 

mae-Stro /'maistrou/ noun, pi mae-stros also mae-stri 
/■mai,stri:/ [count] : a man who is an expert at writing, con¬ 
ducting, or teaching music — often used as part of a title ■ 
The orchestra played under Maestro Bernstein. ■ Which tem¬ 
po do you prefer, Maestro ? 

Ma-fia /'maifija, Brit 'maefia/ noun, pi -fias 

1 the Mafia a : a secret criminal organization in Italy b 
: a similar criminal organization in the U.S. ■ a member of 
the Mafia — often used as Mafia before another noun ■ a 
politician accused of having Mafia connections 

2 or mafia [count] : a group of closely connected people who 
have great power or influence in a particular field or busi¬ 
ness ■ He’s an important figure in the television mafia. 

ma-fi-O-SO /.mcLfi'ousou, Brit ^aefi'ausao/ noun, pi -si /-si/ 
[count] : a member of the Mafia 
maq-a-zine / , maega l zi:n, ^aega'ziin/ noun, pi -zines 
[count] 

1 : a type of thin book with a paper cover that contains sto¬ 
ries, essays, pictures, etc., and that is usually published every 
week or month ■ a literary/fashion magazine ■ a magazine 
rack • She subscribes to several gardening magazines. 
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2 : a radio or television program that discusses different top- 
ics 

3 : a part of a gun that holds bullets 

4 : a building or room where military supplies are stored 
ma*gen*ta /ma'cfcenta/ noun, pi -tas [count, noncount ] : a 

bright, deep purplish-red color — see color picture on page 
C3 

— magenta adj 

mag-got /'maggot/ noun, pi -gots [count] : an insect that 
looks like a small worm and that is a young form of a fly ■ 
The rotten meat was infested with maggots. 

— mag-goty /'msegati/ adj [more most ~] ■ rotten mag¬ 
goty meat 

Ma-gi /'me^cfeai/ noun 

the Magi : the three wise men in the Bible who come from 
the East with gifts for the baby Jesus 
1 maq-iC /'mascfcik/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a power that allows people (such as witches and wizards) 
to do impossible things by saying special words or perform¬ 
ing special actions ■ perform/work (feats of) magic ■ children 
who believe in magic — see also black magic 

2 : tricks that seem to be impossible and that are done by a 
performer to entertain people ■ a book that explains how to 
do magic 

3 : special power, influence, or skill ■ Some doubted the 
company could ever get back its former magic. [=could ever 
succeed again as it had succeeded before] ■ Both pitchers, 
though they are older, haven’t lost their magic. 

4 : a very pleasant, attractive, or exciting quality ■ the magic 
of their singing ■ They wanted to get the old magic back into 
their marriage. 

by magic : by the power of magic ■ a mop that gets rid of 
dirt as if by magic 

like magic informal : in a very fast and impressive way ■ 
Shapes changed like magic on the computer screen. ■ a 
mop that works like magic [=that works extremely quickly 
or well] 

work your magic 1 : to do something very well ■ the kitch¬ 
en where a great cook works her magic 2 : to have a de¬ 
sired good effect ■ It may take a few hours for the medica¬ 
tion to work its magic. 

2 maqic adi 

1 : having the power to make impossible things happen 
: having supernatural power ■ a magic potion/spell that 
makes you able to fly ■ a magic charm 

2 : involving the skill of doing tricks that seem to be impos¬ 
sible ■ magic tricks ■ a magic show/act 

3 : capable of producing good results very easily ■ There is 
no magic solution to these problems. ■ He claims to know the 
magic formula for financial success. [=he claims to know a 
simple and sure way to achieve financial success] ■ She has a 
magic touch with animals. [=she is able to calm or control 
animals with unusual ease] 

4 [more most ~]: very pleasant or exciting ■ It was a mag¬ 
ic moment when they met. ■ They spent a magic [~magical] 
evening together. 

mag-i-cal /'mascfeikal/ acjj 

1 : 2 magic 1 ■ a magical potion ■ magical powers 

2 [more most ~] : very pleasant or exciting ■ We had a 
magical time. 

— mag-i-cal-ly /'mascfcikli/ adv • The magician made the 
car magically appear. ■ I can’t magically make your prob¬ 
lems go away. 

magic bullet noun, pi ~ -lets [count] 

1 : a drug or treatment that cures a disease quickly and eas¬ 
ily without producing bad effects 

2 : something that solves a difficult problem easily ■ There is 
no magic bullet to fix our educational system. 

magic carpet noun, pi ~ -pets [count] in stories : a carpet 
that can carry a person through the air 
ma-gi-cian /ma'cfeijan/ noun, pi -clans [count] 

1 : a person who has the power to make impossible things 
happen :sorcerer 

2 : a performer who does tricks that seem to be impossible ■ 
The magician pulled a rabbit out of a hat. 

3 : a person who has amazing skills • She is a magician on 
the basketball court. 

magic lantern noun, pi ~ -terns [count] : a machine that 
was used in the past to show pictures on a wall or screen 
Magic Marker trademark — used for a felt-tip pen 
magic wand noun, pi ~ wands [count] : a stick that is 
used to make magic things happen • The magician waved his 


magic wand and pulled a rabbit out of the hat. — sometimes 
used figuratively ■ The new law is not a magic wand that will 
solve all our problems. 

mag-is-te-ri-al /,m£ecfe3'stirij3i/ adj 

1 [more most —] formal: showing impressive knowledge 
about a subject ■ His book is a magisterial [^authoritative] 
study of the artist. 

2 [more most —] formal : having the confident quality of 
someone who expects to be obeyed by other people ■ He 
spoke with a magisterial tone. 

3 : of or relating to a magistrate ■ magisterial duties 

— mag-ls-te-ri-aMy /^eecfca'stirijali/ adv 
mag-is-trate /'mascfeaistreit/ noun, pi -trates [count]: a lo¬ 
cal official who has some of the powers of a judge 

mag-ma /'magma/ noun [noncount] technical : hot liquid 
rock below the surface of the Earth 
mag-na cum lau*de /'maignakum'lauda/ adv, formal 
: with great honor — used in the U.S. to indicate that a stu¬ 
dent has graduated from a college or university at the second 
highest of three special levels of achievement ■ He graduated 
magna cum laude. — compare cum laude, summa cum 
LAUDE 

mag-nan-i-moUS /mag'nanamas/ adj [more most ~] 
formal: having or showing a generous and kind nature • The 
team was magnanimous in victory. [=the team treated its de¬ 
feated opponents in a respectful and generous way] ■ She was 
too magnanimous to resent all the things others had said to 
her. ■ a magnanimous gesture 

— mag-na-nim-i-ty Amagna'mmati/ noun [noncount] ■ He 
had the magnanimity to forgive her for lying about him. ■ 
The team showed magnanimity in victory. — mag-nan-i- 
mous-ly adv 

mag-nate /'m£eg,neit/ noun, pi -nates [count] : a person 
who has great wealth and power in a particular business or 
industry • a railroad magnate 
magnesia see milk of magnesia 

mag-ne-sium /mag'niizijam/ noun [noncount] : a silver- 
white metallic element that produces a very bright white 
light when it bums 

mag-net /'magnat/ noun, pi -nets [count] 

1 : a piece of material (such as iron or steel) that is able to at¬ 
tract certain metals ■ (US) a refrigerator magnet [=a small ob¬ 
ject with a magnet attached to it that can stick to a refrigera¬ 
tor or other metal surface] 

2 : something or someone that attracts people or things — 
often +for ■ The town is a magnet for tourists in the summer 
months. ■ a controversial politician who has become a mag¬ 
net for criticism [=who attracts a great deal of criticism] 

mag-net-ic /mag'netik/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : of or relating to a magnet or magnetism ■ magnetic mate¬ 
rials * a strong/powerful magnetic field 

2 : having great power to attract and hold the interest of oth¬ 
er people ■ a magnetic personality ■ a magnetic performer 

— mag-net-i-cal-ly /mag'netikli/ adv ■ a magnetically 
charged particle • a magnetically attractive personality 

magnetic compass noun, pi ~ -pass-es [count ]: com¬ 
pass l 

magnetic disk noun, pi ~ disks [count ]: disc 2 
magnetic north noun [noncount] : the direction or area to 
the north toward which the needle of a compass points 

— compare true north 
magnetic pole noun, pi - poles [count] 

1 : an area near either the North or South Pole of the Earth 
toward which the needle of a compass points 

2 : either one of the two ends of a magnet 

magnetic resonance lm-ag-ing /-hmicfeig/ noun 

[noncount] medical : a method used to produce images of the 
inside of a person’s body by means of a strong magnetic field 

— called also MRI 

magnetic tape noun [noncount] : a thin plastic tape that is 
coated with magnetic material on which information (such 
as sound or television images) may be stored 
mag-ne-tism /'magna^izam/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the property of attracting certain metals : the attracting 
property of a magnet 

2 : a quality that makes someone able to attract and hold the 
interest of other people ■ Much of his success as a politician 
can be attributed to his personal magnetism. — see also ani¬ 
mal magnetism at 2 animal 

mag-ne-tize also Brit mag-ne-tise /'magna^aiz/ verb 
-tiz-es; -tized; -tiz-ing 
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1 : to cause (something) to become magnetic ■ magnetize a 
metal bar ■ a highly magnetized particle 

2 : to attract and hold the interest of (someone) ■ Her perfor¬ 
mance magnetized the audience. 

- mag-ne-tiz-able also Brit mag-ne-tis-able 

/'msegna^aizabal/ adj — mag-ne-ti-Za-tlon also Brit 
mag-ne-ti-sa-tion Amaegnata'zei/sn, Brit 

l msegn3|tai l zeij > an/ noun [noncount ] 
magnet school noun, pi ~ schools [count] chiefly US : a 
school that has courses in special subjects (such as the arts or 
technology) and is designed to attract students from all parts 
of a community 

mag*ni*fi*ca*tion Amaegnafa'keijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [i noncount ] : the act of making something look larger than 
it is : the act of magnifying something ■ magnification of an 
image 

2 : the larger appearance of an object when it is seen 
through a microscope, telescope, etc. [ noncount ] We used a 
microscope to examine the cells under magnification, 
[count] At/Under higher magnifications the differences be¬ 
tween the cells become clear. ■ The telescope has a magnifi¬ 
cation of 30X. [^objects appear to be 30 times larger when 
viewed through the telescope] 

mag-nif'i-cent /maeg'mfasant/ adj [more most ~]: very 
beautiful or impressive : very great ■ the magnificent cathe¬ 
drals of Europe ■ He gave a magnificent performance. ■ The 
view was magnificent. 

- mag-nif-i*cence /maeg^ifasans/ noun [noncount] ■ We 
were awed by the splendor and magnificence of the palace. 
- mag-nif-i-cent-ly adv • a magnificently decorated pal¬ 
ace ■ He performed magnificently. 

mag-ni-fy /'maegns^ai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to make (something) greater ■ The sound was magni¬ 
fied by the calm air. ■ Their health problems have been mag¬ 
nified [= worsened] by unsanitary living conditions. ■ Her suc¬ 
cessful handling of the crisis has magnified [-increased, 
improved] her chances to win reelection, b : to make 
(something) seem greater or more important than it is ■ His 
failures have been magnified by the success of his friends. ■ I 
don’t want to magnify the importance of these problems. 

2 : to make (something) appear larger ■ The lens magnified 
the image 100 times. ■ a magnified view of the image 

- mag*ni-fi«er /'maegna^aja*/ noun, pi -ers [count] 
magnifying glass noun, pi ~ glasses [count] : a special¬ 
ly shaped piece of glass that is attached to a handle and is 
used to make an object look larger than it is ■ The jeweler ex¬ 
amined the diamond with a magnifying glass. 

mag*ni-tude /'maegns^md, Brit 'maegn3,tju:d/ noun 

1 [noncount] : the size, extent, or importance of something ■ 
The country’s small army would be crushed in a war of such 
magnitude. [=in such a large war] ■ At this point no one really 
knows the true/real magnitude [=scale] of the problem. 

2 [count, noncount] technical a : a number that shows the 
brightness of a star b : a number that shows the power of 
an earthquake ■ a magnitude 6.7 earthquake = an earthquake 
of magnitude 6.7 

mag«no*lia /maeg'noulja/ noun, pi -lias [count] : a tree or 
tall bush that has white, pink, yellow, or purple flowers 
mag-num opus /'maegnam'oupos/ noun [singular] : a 
great work : the greatest achievement of an artist or writer ■ 
His last novel was his magnum opus. 
mag-pie /'maeg.pai I noun, pi -pies [count] 

1 : a noisy black-and-white bird 

2 chiefly Brit, informal : a person who collects and keeps dif¬ 
ferent things 

ma-ha-ra-ja or ma-ha-ra-jah ^maiha'raicfea/ noun, pi -jas 
or -jahs [count] : a Hindu prince 
ma-ha-ra-ni or ma*ha«ra-nee ^maiha'raini/ noun,pi -nis 
or -nees [count] 

1 : the wife of a maharaja 

2 : a Hindu princess 

ma-hat-ma /ma'hcLtms, Brit ma'haetma/ noun, pi -mas 
[count] : a person who is respected for being good, wise, and 
holy — used as a title of honor by Hindus ■ Mahatma Gan¬ 
dhi 

mah-jongg or mah-jong /,ma:' 3 a:i), ^cu'cfecr.r)/ noun 
[noncount] : a Chinese game that four people play using 
small pieces of wood with symbols on them 
ma-hog-a-ny /ma'haigani/ noun, pi -nies 
1 [noncount] : a strong reddish-brown wood that is used es¬ 
pecially for making furniture and that comes from several 
tropical trees; also [count] : a tree that produces this wood 


2 [noncount] : a reddish-brown color — see color picture on 
page C3 

- mahogany adj 

maid /'meid/ noun, pi maids [count] 

1 : a female servant ■ a lady’s maid; especially : a woman or 
girl who does cleaning work in a house or hotel • She hired a 
maid to do the cleaning. ■ a hotel maid 

2 old-fashioned + literary : a girl or woman who is not mar¬ 
ried : maiden ■ a young maid — see also old maid 

1 maid*en /'meidn/ noun, pi-e ns [count] old-fashioned + liter¬ 
ary : a young girl or woman who is not married • a story 
about a courageous knight who rescues a fair maiden ■ a 
maiden in distress — see also HANDMAIDEN 
2 maiden adj, always used before a noun 

1 of a woman, old-fashioned : not married ■ my maiden aunt 

2 : coming before all others : first or earliest ■ the ship’s 
maiden voyage ■ the maiden issue of a new magazine • a pol¬ 
itician giving his maiden speech in the Senate 

maid-en-hair /'meidihheaV noun [count, noncount] : a type 
of fern that has thin stems and delicate leaves — called also 
maidenhair fern 

maid-en-head /'meidi^hed/ noun, pi -heads old- 
fashioned 

1 [noncount] of a woman : the state of being a virgin 

2 [count ]: hymen 

maiden name noun, pi ~ names [count] : a woman’s fam¬ 
ily name before she is married ■ After she divorced, she took 
back her maiden name. 

maid of honor ( US ) or Brit maid of honour noun, pi 
maids of honor [count] chiefly US : an unmarried woman 
who is the main bridesmaid at a wedding ■ She asked her sis¬ 
ter to be her maid of honor. — compare MATRON OF HONOR 
maid-ser-vant /'meid^a-vant/ noun, pi -vants old- 
fashioned : a female servant • menservants and maidservants 
1 mail /'meil/ noun [noncount] 4- Mail is used in British English 
but it is much more common in U.S. English. The usual 
word in British English is post. 

1 : the system used for sending letters and packages from 
one person to another ■ They do business by mail. ■ Don’t 
bring the check to the office—send it through the mail. ■ 
The check is in the mail. [=the check has been sent and will 
be delivered by mail] ■ I hope the check hasn’t gotten lost in 
the mail. ■ interoffice mail — called also (« chiefly Brit ) post; 
see also AIRMAIL, DIRECT MAIL, REGISTERED MAIL, RE¬ 
TURN MAIL, SURFACE MAIL, VOICE MAIL 

2 : letters or packages sent from one person to another ■ Was 
the notice in today’s mail ? ■ Did we get any mail today? ■ Has 
the mail arrived yet? • sorting through the mail ■ There’s a 
pile of mail on the table. ■ collecting and delivering the mail ■ 
reading the mail • They got a lot of hate mail [=extremely an¬ 
gry letters, e-mail, etc.] from people who disagree with their 
policies. ■ He has a job in the mall room. [=the room in an of¬ 
fice where mail is handled] — called also ( chiefly Brit) post ; 
see also FAN MAIL, JUNK MAIL, SNAIL MAIL 

3 : ‘e-mail ■ I need to check my computer to see if I’ve got¬ 
ten any mail today. 

the malls chiefly US, law, formal : the system used for send¬ 
ing letters, packages, etc. : a nation’s postal system • pack¬ 
ages sent through the mails • He was charged with using the 
mails to commit fraud. 

- compare 3 MAIL 

2 mail verb mails; mailed; mail-ing [+ obj ] chiefly US : to 
send (something, such as a letter or package) by mail ■ Have 
you mailed (out) the invitations yet? [-{chiefly Brit ) have you 
posted the invitations yet?] ■ She mailed me a copy of her 
manuscript. = She mailed a copy of her manuscript to me. 
3 mail noun [noncount] : a kind of protective clothing (called 
armor) that is made of many small pieces or rings of metal 
which are linked together ■ a coat of mail — see also CHAIN 
mail — compare ‘mail 
mail-bag /'meil,baeg/ noun, pi -bags [count] 

1 : a large bag used for sending letters and packages in a 
truck, airplane, etc. 

2 chiefly US : a bag carried by a person who delivers the mail 

- called also {Brit) postbag 

mail-bOX /‘mei^baiks/ noun, pi -box-es [count] chiefly US 

1 : a public box in which letters and packages are placed to 
be collected and sent out • On the way to work, I dropped 
my letters in the comer mailbox. — called also {Brit) letter 
box, {Brit) postbox 

2 : a private box on or near a house in which mail is placed 
when it is delivered ■ She checked her mailbox daily, hoping 
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for a letter from her son. — called also (Brit) letter box; see 
picture at house 

3 computers : a computer folder that holds e-mail ■ an elec¬ 
tronic mailbox 

mail carrier noun, pi ~~ -ers [count] US : a person who de¬ 
livers mail: letter carrier 
mail drop noun,pi ~ drops [count] US 

1 : a place or address where mail or messages can be left for 
someone 

2 : a box in which mail can be placed 
mail-er flmeiled noun, pi -ers [count] chiefly US 

1 : a person or organization that mails something ■ a letter 
mailer 

2 : a container used for mailing something 

3 : something (such as an advertisement) that is sent by mail 
mailing /•meiliij/ noun, pi -Ings 

1 [noncount] : the act of mailing something ■ Get the check 
ready for mailing and take it to the post office. 

2 [count] : something (such as a letter or an advertisement) 
that is mailed to many people at one time ■ mass mailings ■ 
The charity sent out several mailings to everyone on its mail¬ 
ing list. — called also (Brit) mailshot 

mailing address noun, pi ~ -dresses [count] : an ad¬ 
dress to which mail can be sent ■ His mailing address [=postal 
address] is different from his home address, 
mailing list noun, pi ~ lists [count] 

1 : a list of names and addresses to which mail is sent ■ The 
charity sent out letters to everyone on its mailing list. ■ He 
asked the company to put him on their mailing list so that he 
could receive their catalog. 

2 : a list of names and e-mail addresses to which e-mails are 
sent by people who are on the list ■ People subscribe to Inter¬ 
net mailing lists in order to exchange information about spe¬ 
cial subjects. 

mail-man /'meihmaen/noun,/?/ -men /-,men/ [count] US : a 
man who delivers mail : postman 
mail order noun, pi ~ -ders 

1 [noncount]: a method of buying products that are received 
by mail ■ You can purchase the books by mail order. 

2 [count] : a product that is sent by mail to the person who 
bought it ■ The store sent out all its mail orders in time for 
the holiday. 

— mail—or-der / l meil l oa , da > / adj, always used before a noun • 
a mail-order catalog [=a catalog of products that can be or¬ 
dered through the mail] 

maiUshot /'meiljcut/ noun, pi -shots [count] Brit : mail¬ 
ing 2 

maim /'meun/ verb maims; maimed; maim-ing [+ obj] 
: to injure (someone) very badly by violence ■ The bomb 
killed 16 people and maimed several others. ■ The accident 
left him (badly) maimed for life. — sometimes used figura¬ 
tively ■ a career maimed by scandal 
1 riiain /'mein/ adj, always used before a noun : most important 


: chief, principal ■ the main idea/point • the main goal/ 
purpose ■ Speed is the main advantage of this approach. ■ 
The company’s main office is located in New York. ■ the nov¬ 
el’s main character ■ driving down the main road/highway ■ 
the main gate/entrance ■ This dish can be served as a main 
course or appetizer. ■ And now for the main event of the 
evening! 

— main-ly adv • The reviews have been mainly [-mostly] 
positive. ■ a plant found mainly [=chiefly] in coastal regions 
■ I don’t like the plan, mainly because I think it’s too ex¬ 
pensive. ■ The problems have been mainly minor ones. 
[=most of the problems have been minor ones] ■ They de¬ 
pend mainly on/upon fish for food. 

2 main noun, pi mains 

1 [count] : the largest pipe in a system of connected pipes ■ a 
gas main ■ a water main 

2 the mains Brit a : the system of pipes or wires for elec¬ 
tricity, gas, or water ■ My radio runs either off batteries or 
off the mains. — often used as mains before another noun ■ 
We haven’t had any mains water/electricity since the storm, 
b : the place where electricity, gas, or water enters a build¬ 
ing or room ■ Turn off the water at the mains. 

in the main : in general — used to say that a statement is 
true in most cases or at most times ■ The workers are in the 
main very capable. [=most of the workers are very capa¬ 
ble] ■ The weather has in the main been quite good. I=has 
been quite good most of the time] 
main clause noun, pi ~ clauses [count] grammar : a 
clause that could be used by itself as a simple sentence but 
that is part of a larger sentence — called also independent 
clause ; compare coordinate clause, subordinate 
CLAUSE 

main drag noun, pi ~ drags [count] US, informal : the 
main street in a town or city ■ A carload of teenagers were 
cruising down the main drag. 

main-frame /‘mem,freim/ noun, pi -frames [count] : a 
large and very fast computer that can do many jobs at once 
main-land /'mem,laend/ noun [singular] : a large area of 
land that forms a country or a continent and that does not 
include islands — used with the • the Chinese mainland = the 
mainland of China ■ After spending a week on the tiny is¬ 
land, we were happy to return to the mainland. — often used 
before another noun ■ mainland China 

1 main-line /'mem,lain/ adj, chiefly US : belonging to an es¬ 
tablished and widely accepted group or system ■ mainline 
[=mainstream ] churches 

2 mainline verb -lines; -lined; -lln-ing slang : to inject (a 
drug) directly into a vein [+ obj] addicts mainlining heroin 
[no obj] His addiction grew worse when he began mainlining. 
main line noun, pi ~ lines [count] : an important highway 
or railroad line 

main man noun, pi ~ men [count] us, informal 
1 : someone’s best male friend ■ He’s still her main man. 
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2 : the most important or admired man in a group ■ The 
team has many good players, but he is clearly the main man. 
main*Sail /'mem,sell, 'meinsal/ noun, pi -sails [i count ] : the 
largest sail of a sailing ship 

main-spring / , mem,spng/ noun, pi -springs [count] 

1 : the most important spring in a watch or clock 

2 : the most important or powerful cause or part of some¬ 
thing ■ Agriculture is the mainspring of their economy. 

main squeeze noun, pi ~ squeezes [count] chiefly us 
slang : someone’s main girlfriend, boyfriend, or lover ■ She’s 
my main squeeze. 

main-stay / I mem,stei/ noun, pi -stays [count] : a very im¬ 
portant part of something ■ Fish is a mainstay of their diet. ■ a 
dietary mainstay : something or someone that provides sup¬ 
port and makes it possible for something to exist or succeed ■ 
My mother has always been the mainstay of our family. 

1 main-Stream /'mem l stri:m/ noun 

the mainstream : the thoughts, beliefs, and choices that are 
accepted by the largest number of people ■ His ideas are 
well outside the mainstream of political opinion. = His 
ideas are well outside the political mainstream. 

— mainstream adr [more —; most ~] • mainstream medicine 
[=the type of medicine that is most widely practiced and 
accepted] ■ mainstream movies ■ Advertisers are trying to 
attract a more mainstream audience. 

2 maln-stream /'mem'strkm/ verb -streams; -streamed; 
-streaming [+ obj] 

1 chiefly US : to place (a child with special educational 
needs) in regular school classes 

2 : to cause (someone or something) to be included in or ac¬ 
cepted by the group that includes most people ■ The poor 
should be mainstreamed into the private health-insurance 
system. • Ideas that were once controversial have now be¬ 
come mainstreamed. 

main street noun, pi ~ streets 

1 [count] : the most important street of a U.S. town where 
there are many stores, banks, etc. — often used as a name ■ 
The restaurant is at 257 Main Street. 

2 Main Street [noncount] US — used to refer to middle-class 
people in the U.S. who have traditional beliefs and values ■ 
What does Main Street think of this policy? 

main-tain /mem'tem/ verb -tains; -tained; -tain-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 : to cause (something) to exist or continue without chang¬ 
ing ■ They have always maintained high standards of profes¬ 
sional conduct. ■ He has found it difficult to maintain a 
healthy weight. ■ maintain a good reputation ■ They barely 
had enough food to maintain life. [=to make it possible for 
life to exist or continue] 

2 : to keep (something) in good condition by making repairs, 
correcting problems, etc. ■ The company has done a poor job 
of maintaining its computer network. ■ It was obvious that 
the house had been poorly maintained. 

3 : to continue having or doing (something) ■ She was find¬ 
ing it hard to maintain her balance. - She still maintains a 
close relationship with her college roommate. ■ It’s difficult 
to maintain a correspondence when we’re both so busy. • 
The pilot was struggling to maintain control of the aircraft. ■ 
The police say that they will do whatever is necessary to 
maintain law and order. • She continues to maintain her si¬ 
lence. [=she continues to say nothing] ■ He was struggling to 
maintain his cool/composure. [=he was struggling not to be¬ 
come angry or upset] 

4 : to say that (something) is true ■ He maintains that such 
decisions are best left to local authorities. ■ He continues to 
maintain his innocence. = He continues to maintain that he 
is innocent. ■ She maintains that my theory is flawed. 

5 : to provide support for (someone or something) ■ He has a 
family to maintain. 

main-te-nance /'memtanans/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the act of maintaining something or someone: such as a 
: the act of keeping property or equipment in good condi¬ 
tion by making repairs, correcting problems, etc. ■ The 
building has suffered from years of poor maintenance. ■ the 
costs of routine car maintenance — often used before anoth¬ 
er noun ■ a maintenance worker [=a worker whose job is to 
keep property or equipment in good condition] ■ a mainte¬ 
nance fee ■ She works in the company’s maintenance depart¬ 
ment. b : the act of causing something to exist or continue 
without changing ■ maintenance of law and order C : the 
act of providing support for someone or something ■ money 
for the family’s maintenance 


2 Brit : child support 

maize /'meiz I noun [noncount] Brit : 'corn la 
ma-jes-tlc /ma'cfcEstik/ a4J [more most ~]: large and im¬ 

pressively beautiful ■ majestic mountains/trees ■ majestic 
phrases — ma-jes-ti-cal-iy /ma'cfecstikli/ adv • mountains 
rising majestically above the surrounding hills 
maj-es-ty /'meecfeasti/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount]: a great and impressively beautiful quality ■ the 
majesty of the mountains 

2 Majesty [count] — used as a title for a king, queen, emper¬ 
or, or empress; used with his, her, your , or their ■ Your Majesty 
■ Her Majesty’s Government ■ Their Majesties 

1 major /'meicfea-/ adj 

1 a : very important ■ a major poet/artist ■ He’s one of the 
major figures in 19th-century U.S. history. ■ Researchers 
have announced a major advance/breakthrough in the treat¬ 
ment of cancer. • major American cities ■ a major event ■ a 
question of major [-great] importance ■ major rivers/roads ■ 
She played a major role in the negotiations. ■ a major earth¬ 
quake ■ a writer’s major works ■ No major changes are ex¬ 
pected. ■ The problems do not appear to be (very) major, b 
always used before a noun : large in number, amount, or ex¬ 
tent • The grant covered a major part of the cost. ■ Butter is 
one of the major ingredients in the recipe. ■ The movie 
turned out to be a major disappointment. {=the movie was 
very disappointing] ■ ( informal) A car like that costs major 
money. [=a lot of money] 

2 : very serious or bad ■ None of his health problems are ma¬ 
jor. ■ a major illness/disease ■ He suffered a major heart at¬ 
tack. ■ She’s having major surgery. ■ major depression • a ma¬ 
jor accident 

3 music a of a scale : having semitones between the third 
and fourth and the seventh and eighth notes ■ a major scale ■ 
the C -major scale [=the major scale that is in the key of C] b 
: based on a major scale ■ a major key — compare ’minor 3 

2 major noun, pi -jors [count] 

1 : a military officer in the army, air force, or marines who 
ranks above a captain ■ an Army major ■ Major Smith — see 
also SERGEANT MAJOR 

2 US a ; the main subject studied by a college or university 
student ■ He chose history as his major and French as his mi¬ 
nor. ■ What was your major in college? — compare 2 minor 
2 b : a student who has a specified main subject of study ■ 
In college, he was a history major. • a club for physics majors 
the majors US, informal : the major leagues of baseball ■ As 

a boy, he dreamed of playing in the majors. 

- see also drum major 
3 major verb -Jors; -jored; -jor-lng 

major In [phrasal verb] major In (something) US, of a college 
or university student : to have (a specified subject) as your 
main subject of study ■ In college, he majored in history 
and minored in French. 

major on [phrasal verb] major on (something) Brit : to pay 
special attention to (something) ■ The carmaker majors on 
comfort in its new models. 

ma-jor-do-mo /,meid 5 a> , doumou/ noun, pi -mos [count] 

1 old-fashioned : the person who runs a large house 

2 : someone who runs an organization or a project 
ma-jor-ette Ameicfea'rct/ noun, pi -ettes [count] : a girl or 

woman who marches with a band and spins a baton — 
called also drum majorette 

major general noun, pi ~ -ais [count] : a military officer 
of high rank in the army, air force, or marines 
ma-jor-i-tv /ma'cfeorati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [singular] : a number that is greater than half of a total ■ 
Unfortunately, the majority of (the) students [=most of the 
students] in the class failed the test. ■ The policy is supported 
by the great/vast/overwhelming majority of (the) voters. ■ A 
clear majority of the voters support the policy. 

2 a [count] : a number of votes that is more than half of the 
total number ■ They won by a majority of seven. [=the total 
number of votes they received was seven more than half of 
all the votes] ■ The proposal failed to win a majority in the 
Senate. [=the proposal was defeated because it was not voted 
for by more than half the senators] ■ The law will pass only if 
it is approved by at least a two-thirds majority. [=if two out of 
three voters approve it] b [singular] : the group or party 
that is the greater part of a large group ■ The Republicans/ 
Democrats are currently the majority in the Senate. ■ Sup- 
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porters of the new law appear to be in the majority. [=there 
are more people who support the new law than who oppose 
it] — see also silent majority 

3 [noncount] law : the age at which a person is given the full 
rights of an adult ■ The age of majority in the U.S. is 18. = The 
age when you reach your majority in the U.S. is 18. 

— compare minority 4 

— majority adj, always used before a noun • the majority 
opinion [=the opinion of most of the people] ■ a majority 
decision [=a decision supported by most of the people] • 
Republicans/Democrats are the majority party in the Sen¬ 
ate. 

majority leader noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : the leader of the 
political party that has the most members in the U.S. Senate 
or House of Representatives — compare minority lead¬ 
er 

majority rule noun [noncount] : apolitical system in which 
the group that has the most members has the power to make 
decisions 

major leagues noun 

the major leagues : the two highest U.S. baseball leagues 
(the American League and the National League) ■ He al¬ 
ways dreamed of playing in the major leagues. [=(t/S) the 
big leagues] — sometimes used figuratively ■ She’s moving 
up to the major leagues in the television industry. 
— compare minor league 

— major—league adj ■ major-league baseball ■ a major- 
league player — sometimes used figuratively ■ We’ve been 
experiencing some major-league problems. [=major prob¬ 
lems, very serious problems] — major leaguer noun, pi ~ 
-guers [count] • He hopes to be a major leaguer [-(US) big 
leaguer] some day. 

ma*jor»ly /'meicfe&li/ adv, informal: very or extremely ■ She 
was majorly annoyed. 

1 make /'meik/ verb makes; made /'meid/; making 

1 [+ obj] a : to build, create, or produce (something) by 
work or effort ■ make a box/chair/suit ■ make someone a 
dress = make a dress for someone ■ He works in a factory 
that makes jet engines. ■ She made the curtains herself. ■ He 
collected wood to make a fire. ■ She used cheese and a mix¬ 
ture of other ingredients to make a delicious sauce. — often 
followed by with to describe the things that are used to pro¬ 
duce something ■ She made the sauce with cheese and other 
ingredients. — often followed by of to describe the material 
that forms something ■ The box is made of wood. [=it is a 
wood/wooden box; the material used to produce the box 
was wood] ■ The topping is made entirely of cheese. [=the 
topping consists entirely of cheese] — often followed by 
from to describe the source of a product ■ Cheese is made 
from milk, b : to use (something) to create a product — + 
into ■ She made the material into a dress. ■ She made a mix¬ 
ture of ingredients into a delicious sauce. 

2 [+ obj] : to cause (something) to exist, happen, or appear • 
Someone was making a disturbance. ■ The car’s engine has 
been making a strange noise lately. ■ The rock made a dent in 
the car’s fender. ■ I’m not trying to make trouble. ■ The typist 
made a mistake. ■ 1 called the doctor’s office to make an ap¬ 
pointment. ■ They moved over and made room for her. ■ I 
want to make a good home for my children. 

3 [+ obj] : to create or write (something) in an official or le¬ 
gal way ■ The government should make laws to protect poor 
people. ■ 1 don’t make the rules; I just follow them. ■ You 
should make a will. 

4 [+ obj] : to produce, direct, or act in (something, such as a 
movie) ■ a director who has made some classic films ■ That 
actor has made many films. 

5 [+ obj ]: to cause (something or someone) to be changed in 
a specified way ■ They adapted a Russian play and made the 
setting Dublin rather than Moscow. ■ We originally planned 
on a one-week vacation, but we decided to make it two 
weeks instead. ■ The experience made him a cynic. = The ex¬ 
perience made a cynic (out) of him. = The experience made 
[= changed, turned] him into a cynic. • I’d like a hamburger. 
No, wait— make that a cheeseburger. 

6 [+ obj] : to cause (something or someone) to have a speci¬ 
fied quality, feeling, etc. ■ A good teacher makes learning en¬ 
joyable. ■ She made what she wanted clear to us. = She made 
(it) clear to us what she wanted. [=she said or showed clearly 
what she wanted] ■ He made it understood/known that he 
expected us to help. ■ The experience made him cynical. ■ 
Working in the garden makes me very tired. ■ It makes me 
sad to think that the summer is ending. ■ The photograph 


makes me seem/look fat. ^ To make yourself useful means 
to do something useful. ■ Why don’t you make yourself useful 
by washing the dishes? ^ To make yourself heard/under¬ 
stood (etc.) means to do what is necessary to be sure that 
people hear you, understand you, etc. ■ The music was so 
loud that she could hardly make herself heard. • She doesn’t 
speak French well, but she can make herself understood. 

7 [+ obj]: to cause (something) to be or become something ■ 
A good teacher makes learning a pleasure. = A good teacher 
makes it a pleasure to learn. ■ Yes, you can leave work early 
today, but don’t make it a habit. ■ The bright paint really 
makes the room come alive! 

8 [+ obj] a : to cause (someone) to do something ■ He yelled 
at her and made her cry. ■ How can I make you understand 
that I love you?! b : to force (someone) to do something • 
We have to find a way to make them work faster. ■ They 
made me wait for an hour. ■ If he doesn’t want to do it, we 
can't make him (do it). • They used threats to make her do it. 
= She was made to do it by the use of threats. 

9 [+ obj] : to give a particular job, title, status, etc., to (some¬ 
one) ■ They made him (the) Emperor. ■ They made her a 
member of their club. = She was made a member of their 
club. 

10 [+ obj]: to perform (a particular action) ■ He made a bow. 
[=he bowed] ■ We made [-took] a detour to avoid traffic. ■ 
They made [=got\ an early start. [=they started early] ■ I have 
to make a (telephone) call to my boss. [=1 have to call/tele¬ 
phone my boss] * May I make a suggestion? [=may I suggest 
something?] ■ “ Make love, not war!” shouted the demonstra¬ 
tors. ■ I’m not used to making [=gw«g] speeches. ■ They 
made a bet [=they bet] that she would win. ■ Don’t make any 
sudden movements. ■ They made a contribution. [=they con¬ 
tributed] ■ We should make a distinction between them. ■ She 
made a promise to him. = She made him a promise. ■ He 
made note of her address. ■ Time is running out. You’ll have 
to make a decision soon. 

11 [+ obj] : to form (a plan) in your mind ■ Have you made 
any plans for your vacation? 

12 [+ obj] : to arrange the blankets and sheets on (a bed) so 
that the mattress is covered ■ She always makes the bed after 
she gets up in the morning. 

13 [+ obj] : to prepare (food or drink) ■ Let me make dinner 
for you. = Let me make you dinner. ■ Can I make you a 
drink? ■ I’ll make the pasta if you make the salad. ■ She made 
a cake for her daughter’s birthday. 

14a [linking verb] — used to indicate a total ■ That makes 
the third time you’ve said the same thing! ■ I’ve lost again! 
That makes $3 I owe you. ■ “I’m hungry.” “ That makes two of 
us." [=I’m hungry too] b [+ obj] : to be equal to (an 
amount) ■ Three plus two make/makes [-equals, totals] five. 
C [+ obj]: to calculate (an amount, total, etc.) ■ "What do you 
make the time?" [=what do you think the time is?] "(I make 
it) About half past three.” ■ I make the distance back to camp 
about four miles. = I make it about four miles back to camp. 

15 a [+ obj]: to be used to produce (something) ■ Rags make 
the best paper, b [linking verb] : to be suited for use as 
(something) ■ This new building would make [=be] a fine 
school. C [linking verb] : to be or become (something) ■ She 
and her boyfriend make [=are] a lovely couple. ■ She will 
make a fine judge one day. ■ She made [=woy] a loving wife to 
him. = She made him a loving wife. 

16 [+ obj] : to arrive at (a place) ■ The ship made port today. 

17 [+ obj] : to earn or gain (money, a profit, etc.) ■ He makes 
$50,000 a year. ■ She makes a good salary. ■ Their products 
are so inexpensive I don’t know how they make a profit. ■ 
She made $100 on the deal. = The deal made $100 for her. = 
The deal made her $100. ■ He makes a/his living by doing 
small jobs. ■ He made a/his fortune in the stock market. 

18 [+ obj ] a : to be accepted as a member of (a group, team, 
etc.) ■ She’s finally made the team, b : to appear on or in (a 
newspaper, a headline, etc.) ■ The story of his accident made 
the front page of the paper. ■ The story made headlines all 
across the country. C chiefly US : to be promoted to (a level 
or rank) ■ My uncle is in the army. He made major last year. 

19 [+ obj] sports a : to succeed in doing (something that you 
attempt) ■ I missed the first foul shot but made the second 
one. ■ He has to make this putt to win the tournament. 
— opposite miss b : to produce (a particular score) • She 
made a 6 on the second hole. ■ He made a birdie/bogey. 

20 [+ obj] a : to not be too late for (something) ■ They Oust/ 
barely) made the deadline. ■ We got to the station just in time 
to make the train. — opposite miss b : to reach or go to (a 
place) ■ Remade [= reached] Atlanta in just under two hours. 
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C : to succeed in reaching or going to (something) ■ The 
team made [=qualified for] the play-offs last year. ■ I don’t 
know if I’ll be able to make that meeting. — opposite miss 

21 [+ obj] : to act in a way that causes someone to be your 
friend, enemy, etc. ■ She makes friends easily. ■ He made a 
few enemies when he worked here. 

22 [+ obj ] : to cause the success of (someone or something) ■ 
This film could make or break her career. [=the success or 
failure of her career could depend on the success or failure 
of this film] — see also make-or-break 

23 [+ obj] : to cause (something) to be enjoyable, attractive, 
etc. ■ The bright paint really makes the room! ■ Meeting the 
star of the show really made our day\ 

24 [no obj \ old-fashioned + literary : to seem to begin an ac¬ 
tion ■ She made to go. = She made as if to go. [=she moved in 
a way that suggested she was going] 

make a face see ’face 

make away with [phrasal verb] make away with (something) 
literary : to steal and take away (something) ■ Someone 
had made away with [-made off with] all the money. 
make believe see believe 

make do : to proceed or do what you can with the things 
that you have even though you do not have what you want 
■ They didn’t have much money but they somehow man¬ 
aged to make do. — often + with ■ If we can’t get what we 
want, we’ll just have to make do with what we’ve got. — of¬ 
ten + without ■ If we don’t have carrots for the soup, we’ll 
just have to make do without them. 
make eyes at see ’eye 

make for [phrasal verb \ make for (something) 1 : to go to¬ 
ward (a place) quickly ■ Everyone made for [-headed for] 
the exit as soon as the show was over. * After he left the of¬ 
fice he made straight for home. 2 : to cause (something) 
to happen or to be more likely ■ Courtesy makes for safer 
driving. 

make friends see friend 

make it 1 : to reach a particular place, goal, etc. ■ The ship 
made it to port. ■ You’ll never make it that far. ■ The climb¬ 
ers finally made it to the top of the mountain. ■ Welcome to 
the party. I’m glad you could make itl = Welcome! I’m glad 
you could make it to the party! ■ The story made it to the 
front page. [=the story appeared on the front page] ■ She’s 
finally made it onto the team. [=she finally was accepted 
on the team] ■ If we hurry, we can still make it home before 
dark. 2 : to not fail, die, etc. : survive ■ Many new busi¬ 
nesses don’t make it through their first year. ■ He’s very 
sick. The doctor doesn’t think he’s going to make it. 3 : to 
become successful ■ It’s tough to succeed in this business, 
but if you work hard I know you’ll make it eventually. ■ He 
made it big [=became very successful] in real estate. 4 
chiefly US, informal : to have sex ■ His girlfriend caught 
him making it with another girl. 
make like US, informal 1 : to pretend to be (someone or 
something) ■ He made like a rooster and strutted across the 
stage. 2 : to act in a way that does not show your true 
feelings ■ He made like [-acted like ] he didn’t care. 
make love see ’love 
make merry see merry 

make much of : to treat (something) as very important ■ In 
talking about his past, the book makes much of the influ¬ 
ence of his brother. [=the book says that his brother’s in¬ 
fluence was very important] ■ She tends to make far too 
much of her problems. ■ You shouldn’t make too much of 
what he said—he was only joking. 
make nice see nice 

make of [phrasal verb] 1 make (something) of (something 
or someone) : to have or form an opinion about (some¬ 
thing or someone) • What do you make of this? [=what is 
your opinion about this?] ■ I can’t make anything of it at 
all. ■ I don’t know what to make of her behavior. [=1 don’t 
understand her behavior] ■ He's a strange guy. I don’t 
know quite what to make of him. 2 make (a day, night, 
etc.) of it : to continue with an enjoyable activity during all 
of (a day, night, etc.) ■ Since we’re going out to dinner any¬ 
way, let’s make an evening of it and go to a movie after¬ 
ward. 3 make something of (yourself or your life) : to be¬ 
come successful ■ She has worked very hard to make 
something of herself. ■ He wants to make something of his 
life. [=to have a successful and productive life] 4 make 
something of it informal : to treat something as a reason 
for arguing or being angry — used in speech as an angry 
way of telling someone that you are prepared to fight or 
argue about something ■ Yes, I got home late last night. Do 


you want to make something of it ? [=do you want to argue/ 
fight about it?] — see also make much of (above) 

make off [phrasal verb] 1 chiefly Brit : to leave quickly es¬ 
pecially in order to escape ■ After taking the money, the 
thieves made off toward the main highway. 2 make off 
with (something) : to take or steal (something) and go 
away ■ Someone broke into the office and made off with 
some valuable equipment. 

make out [phrasal verb] 1 make (something) out or make 
out (something) : to write down the required information 
on (something, such as a check) ■ He made out a check for 
$100 to cover the cost of the repairs. • make out [=fill out] a 
form ■ The doctor will make out a prescription for you. = 
The doctor will make you out a prescription. ■ She made 
out a shopping list before going to the grocery store. 2 
make (something) out or make out (something) a : to see 
and identify (something) ■ We could just make out a ship 
approaching through the fog. b : to hear and understand 
(something) ■ I couldn’t quite make out what she said, c 
: to learn or understand (something) by studying, search¬ 
ing, etc. ■ I can’t quite make out [=tell] whether he’s drunk 
or sober. ■ We’re still trying to make out [-find out, figure 
out] what really happened. 3 make (someone) out infor¬ 
mal : to understand the behavior of (someone) — used in 
negative statements ■ I just can’t make him out [=figure him 
out]—he’s so contradictory. 4 make (someone or some¬ 
thing) out : to describe (someone or something) in a speci¬ 
fied and usually false way ■ The book makes them out to be 
criminals. ■ Don’t make them out as worse than they are. * 
He’s not as bad as he’s made out (to be). = He’s not as bad 
as people make him out (to be). 5 informal — used to ask 
about or describe the success or progress of someone or 
something ■ “How are you making out [-doing, getting 
along] in your new job?” “Just fine, thank you!” ■ “How did 
the team make out yesterday?” “They won.” ■ ( US) He 
made out like a bandit [=he made a lot of money] when he 
sold the company. 6 chiefly US, informal : to kiss and 
touch for a long time in a sexual way ■ She was making out 
[=(< old-fashioned) necking] with her boyfriend. 

make over [phrasal verb] 1 make (something or someone) 
over or make over (something or someone) : to change the 
appearance of (something or someone) ■ We made the 
whole house over so it looked more modern. — see also 
makeover 2 make (something) over or make over 
(something) : to give (property) to another person in an of¬ 
ficial or legal way ■ He made the ranch/shares over to his 
eldest son. 

make up [phrasal verb] 1 make (something) up or make up 
(something) : to create or invent (a story, a lie, etc.) ■ He 
entertained the children by making up a funny story about 
a cat that lived on a sailboat ■ He made up some excuse 
about having problems with his car, but no one believed 
him. ■ It never happened: you made it all upl • He didn’t 
have a prepared speech. He just made it up as he went 
along. — see also made-up 2 make (something) up or 
make up (something) a : to combine to produce (some¬ 
thing) ■ Ten chapters make up this volume. = This volume 
is made up [= composed] of 10 chapters, b : to produce or 
create (something) by putting together different parts ■ 
They’re going to make up a list of requirements for us. = 
They’re going to make us up a list of requirements, c : to 
prepare (something) so that it is ready to be used ■ I’ll make 
up a bed for you. = I’ll make you up a bed. [=1*11 prepare a 
bed for you to sleep in] d Brit : to supply (something) ac¬ 
cording to directions ■ make up [=((/S) fill] a prescription 
3 make (something) up or make up (something) : to pro¬ 
vide an amount of time, money, etc., that is needed ■ The 
total cost of the repairs is $200. If you can pay half of that, 
I’ll make up the rest. ■ I’ll make up the difference. ■ I have 
to leave work early today, but I’ll make up the time by 
working late tomorrow. 4 make up (someone or some¬ 
thing) or make (someone or something) up a : to put 
makeup on (someone or someone’s face) ■ She made her¬ 
self up for the party. ■ Her face was heavily made up. 
[=there was a lot of makeup on her face] — see also made- 
up b : to change the appearance of (someone or some¬ 
thing) by using costumes, decorations, etc. ■ The actor was 
made up to look like George Washington. ■ The room was 
made up to look like a disco. 5 informal : to become 
friendly again after being angry ■ They quarreled but later 
made up (with each other). ■ He made up with his girl¬ 
friend. ■ (« chiefly Brit ) She’s trying to make it up with him. 
6 make up for (something) : to do or have something as a 
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way of correcting or improving (something else) ■ He 
wanted to make up for [=atone for\ neglecting his children 
by spending more time with them. ■ She tried to make up 
for lost time by working extra hard. ■ What the movie lacks 
in plot it makes up for in special effects. 7 make up to 
(someone) Brit, informal + disapproving : to treat (some¬ 
one) in a very friendly or helpful way in order to get some¬ 
thing for yourself ■ an employee who’s always making up to 
[=((/£, informal) sucking up to] the boss 8 make ft up to 
(someone) : to do something helpful or good for (someone 
you have hurt or treated wrongly) ■ He’d neglected his chil¬ 
dren and wanted to make it up to them by spending more 
time with them. 

make up your mind see ‘mind 
make your way, make way see ‘way 
- see also made 

2 make noun, pi makes [count] : a group of products that are 
all made by a particular company and given a particular 
name ■ The store sells computers in many different makes 
[=brand?] and models. ■ “What make of car is that?” “I think 
it’s a Ford." 

on the make informal + often disapproving 1 : trying to get 
more money or power ■ He doesn’t trust anyone in the 
movie business. He thinks that everyone in Hollywood is 
always on the make. 2 : trying to get sex ■ a beautiful 
woman who’s often approached by guys on the make 
make-able or mak-able /‘meikabal/ adj [more most ~] 
sports : able to be made or likely to be made ■ a makeable 
putt ■ a makable field goal 

1 make—be-lieve /'meikb3,li:v/ noun [noncount] : things 
that are imagined or pretended to be true or real ■ He has 
been living in a world of make-believe. [=he has been believ¬ 
ing things that are not true; he has been living in a fantasy 
world! When children play make-believe, they think of an 
imaginary world and pretend to live in it as people, animals, 
fairies, etc. — see also make believe at believe 

2 make—believe adj, always used before a noun : not real ■ 
The commercial showed a make-believe scientist in a white 
lab coat talking about the benefits of the product. ■ He has 
been living in a make-believe world, 
make—or—break /‘meika^breik/ adj, always used before a 
noun : resulting in either definite success or definite failure ■ 
a make-or-break decision ■ The next year will be a make-or- 
break time for the company. 

make-over / l meik,ouva>/ noun, pi -overs [count] : the act 
or process of making changes to improve the appearance or 
effectiveness of someone or something ■ The actress had a 
complete makeover to turn her into a glamorous star. ■ They 
gave their advertising a total makeover to improve their cor¬ 
porate image. — see also make over at ‘make 
mak-er /‘meika*/ noun, pi -ers 

1 [count] a : a person who makes something ■ a maker of 
action films — often used in combination ■ a film maker ■ a 
troublemaker ■ a glassmoker ■ government policy -makers ■ a 
peacemaker b : a company that makes a specified product 
■ one of the nation’s leading makers [= manufacturers] of fine 
cars ■ a maker of computer chips ■ computer makers — often 
used in combination ■ an auto maker c : a machine that 
makes something ■ an ice-cream maker • a pasta maker — of¬ 
ten used in combination ■ a coffeemaker 

2 Maker [singular] : god ■ a hymn giving thanks to the Mak¬ 
er of all things 

meet your maker or meet your Maker : to die ■ He says 
he’s not afraid to meet his maker. — often used figuratively 
■ My old car has finally gone to meet its maker. 
make-shift /'meikjift/ adj : used as a usually rough and 
temporary replacement for something ■ A large box served 
as a makeshift table. 
make-Up /'meik,Ap/ noun, pi -ups 

1 [singular] : the way in which something is put together or 
arranged — often + of ■ the makeup of the Earth’s atmo¬ 
sphere ■ the ethnic makeup of the neighborhood ■ the make¬ 
up [=layout] of a printed page 

2 [singular] : the physical, mental, and moral character of a 
person ■ His daring attitude toward risks is a major part of 
his makeup. • her psychological makeup 

3 [noncount] a : substances (such as lipstick or powder) 
used to make someone’s face look more attractive ■ She put 
on some makeup before the party. ■ She applied her makeup 
lightly/heavily. ■ wearing heavy/thick makeup ■ She’s too 
young to wear makeup. ■ a makeup artist [=a person whose 
job is to put makeup on actors or models] b : materials 


(such as wigs or cosmetics) that are used to change the ap¬ 
pearance of an actor ■ put on makeup for a play ■ I didn’t rec¬ 
ognize him when he was in his theatrical/stage makeup. 

4 [count] US : a special test for a student who has missed or 
failed a previous test ■ He’ll have to pass the makeup to grad¬ 
uate. — often used before another noun ■ a makeup exam/ 
test/quiz — see also make up at ‘make 
mak-lng /'meikiij/ noun, pi -Ings 

1 [noncount] : the action or process of producing or making 
something ■ methods used in the making of wine — often 
used in combination ■ dressmaking ■ filmmaking ■ govern¬ 
ment policy -making 

2 [ noncount ] : something that causes someone to become 
better or more successful ■ His time in the army was the mak¬ 
ing of him. [=he became a better person because of his time 
in the army] ■ That movie was the making of her as an actress. 
[=that movie made her a well-known and successful actress] 

3 makings [plural] a US : the people or things that are 
needed for making something ■ With beans, rice, cheese, and 
fresh salsa, you have (all) the makings of/for a delicious 
burrito. b : the qualities that are needed to become some¬ 
thing ■ He has (all) the makings of a great quarterback. [=he 
has the talent needed to become a great quarterback] 

In the making : in the process of being made ■ The film was 
three years in the making. [=it took three years to make the 
filml ■ She has a talent for spotting problems in the making. 
[=for spotting problems as they are beginning to develop] • 
We were watching history In the making. [=we were watch¬ 
ing an important historical event as it happened] 
of your own making : caused by your own actions ■ The 
problem is entirely of your own making. [=the problem is 
entirely your own fault; you alone are responsible for the 
problem] 

mal- combining form : bad or badly ■ mo/practice ■ maltreat¬ 
ment • ma/odorous 

mal-ad-just-ed /.msela'tfcAstad/ adj [more most ~]: not 
able to deal with other people in a normal or healthy way ■ 
socially maladjusted people — opposite well-adjusted 

— mal-ad-just-ment Amasla'cfcAstmant/ noun [noncount] • 
emotional maladjustment 

mal-adroit Amsela'droit I adj [more most formal : very 

awkward : not skillful or adroit ■ The governor has been crit¬ 
icized for his maladroit handling of the budget crisis. ■ a so¬ 
cially maladroit teenager 

— mal-adroit-ly adv - mal-adroit-ness noun [noncount] 
mal-a-dy /'mgeladi/ noun, pi -dies [count] formal : a disease 

or illness ■ The patient was suffering from a mysterious mal¬ 
ady [=ailment] that the doctors were unable to identify. — 
often used figuratively ■ unemployment and other social 
maladies 

mal-aise /ma'leiz/ noun 

1 medical : a slight or general feeling of not being healthy or 
happy [noncount] The symptoms include headache, mal¬ 
aise, and fatigue, [singular] An infected person will feel a 
general malaise. ■ a spiritual malaise 

2 : a problem or condition that harms or weakens a group, 
society, etc. [noncount] postwar malaise [singular] The 
country’s current economic problems are symptoms of a 
deeper malaise. 

mal-a-prop-ism /‘msela^ra.p^zam/ noun, pi -isms 
[count] : an amusing error that occurs when a person mistak¬ 
enly uses a word that sounds like another word but that has 
a very different meaning 

ma-lar-ia /ma'lerija/ noun [noncount] medical : a serious 
disease that causes chills and fever and that is passed from 
one person to another by the bite of mosquitoes 

— ma-lar-i-al /ma'lerijal/ adj ■ malarial fever 
ma-lar-key /ma'la&ki/ noun [noncount] informal : foolish 

words or ideas : nonsense ■ He thinks everything politi¬ 
cians say is just a bunch of malarkey. 
mal-con-tent /.mselkan'tent, Brit 'marikantcnt/ noun, pi 
-tents [count] disapproving : a person who is always or often 
unhappy or angry about something ■ He complained so 
much that he got a reputation for being a malcontent. 

1 male /'meil/ adj 

1 a : of or relating to the sex that cannot produce young or 
lay eggs ■ a male bird/mammal/insect ■ male athletes ■ a 
study of male [=men’s] sexuality ■ There were more male 
than female students, b [more most ~] : characteristic of 
boys or men ■ a male [=masculine] voice/name c : having 
members who are all boys or men ■ a male choir 

2 of a plant : not producing fruit or seeds ■ a male holly 
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3 technical: having a part that fits into the hole in another 
part (called a female part) ■ Most extension cords have a 
male plug on one end and a female plug on the other. 

— male-ness noun [noncount] 

2 male noun, pi males [count] 

1 : a man or a boy : a male person ■ She attended a school 
where there were more males than females. 

usage The use of male to mean “man” or “boy” now oc¬ 
curs most commonly in scientific or technical language. ■ 
According to the study, males scored about the same as fe¬ 
males. ■ The suspect was a white male aged about 30. In 
other contexts, it is often seen as a humorous or mildly in¬ 
sulting word. ■ She referred to her husband’s friends as “a 
bunch of clumsy males." _ 

2 : a male animal ■ The male of this species assists the female 
in feeding the young. 

3 : a plant that does not produce seed or fruit: a male plant 
male-fac-tor / , m^el^,faekt^ , / noun, pi -tors [count] formal 

: someone who is guilty of a crime or offense : a person 
whose behavior is wrong or evil • He favors harsh punish¬ 
ment for chronic malefactors. [= criminals] 
ma*lev-0*lent /ma'levalant/ adj [more most ~] formal 
: having or showing a desire to cause harm to another per¬ 
son ■ Her reputation has been hurt by malevolent [-mali¬ 
cious] gossip. ■ a malevolent demon ■ a malevolent lie/smile 

— ma-lev-o-lence /ma'levalans/ noun [noncount] — ma- 
lev-o-lent-ly adv 

mabfea-sance /.mael'fiizps/ noun [noncount] law : illegal 
or dishonest activity especially by a public official or a cor¬ 
poration ■ The investigation has uncovered evidence of cor¬ 
porate malfeasance. 

mal*for*ma«tlon /.mcelfo^'meijan/ noun, pi -tlons medi¬ 
cal : a condition in which part of the body does not have the 
normal or expected shape [noncount] The condition is 
marked by malformation of the spine, [count] She under¬ 
went surgery to correct a heart malformation. 
mal‘formed /.msel'foarnd/ adj, medical : not having the 
normal or expected shape especially because of a problem in 
the way something has developed or grown : badly or im¬ 
properly formed ■ a malformed foot 
mal*funotion /.mgel'fAijkJan/ verb -tions; -tioned; 
-tion-ing [no obj] : to fail to function or work properly ■ A 
software problem is causing the system to malfunction. 

— malfunction noun, pi -tions [noncount] The problem is 
causing malfunction of the system, [count] system mal¬ 
functions 

mal-ice /’mantas/ noun [noncount] : a desire to cause harm to 
another person ■ an attack motivated by pure malice • She 
claimed that her criticisms were without malice, 
with malice aforethought law — used to describe a crimi¬ 
nal act that was deliberately planned to cause harm to 
someone ■ Murder is the killing of another person with 
malice aforethought. 

ma-li-CiOUS /ms'lijas/ adj [more most ~] : having or 
showing a desire to cause harm to another person : having 
or showing malice • a malicious liar ■ malicious gossip ■ a ma¬ 
licious distortion of the truth 

— ma-li-cious-ly adv • He claims his statements have been 
maliciously distorted. — ma-li-cious-ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

^a-lign /ma'lain/ verb -ligns; -ligned, -lign-ing [+ obj] 
formal : to say bad things about (someone or something) 
publicly : to criticize (someone or something) harshly or un¬ 
fairly ■ Her supporters say she is being unfairly maligned in 
the press. ■ I did not intend to malign [=impugn] his motives. ■ 
They have given up their much -maligned [^widely criticized] 
attempt to reform tax policy. 

2 malign adj [more most ~] formal : causing or intended to 
cause harm ■ He has used his power for malign [-malevolent] 
purposes. 

ma-lig-narvcy /ma'lignansi/ noun, pi -cies 

1 [noncount] medical + formal : a malignant quality or state ■ 
the malignancy of the tumor 

2 [count] medical : a tumor that is malignant • The test re¬ 
vealed a malignancy in the patient’s chest. 

ma*lig-nant /ma'lignant/ adj [more most ~] 

1 medical: very serious and dangerous : tending or likely to 
grow and spread in a rapid and uncontrolled way that can 
cause death ■ a malignant [= cancerous] tumor/growth ■ a 
highly malignant form of cancer — opposite benign 

2 formal : very evil ■ a powerful and malignant influence 


— ma-lig-nant-ly adv 

ma-lin*ger /ms'ligga/ verb -gers; -gered; -ger-ing [no 

obj]: to pretend to be sick or injured in order to avoid doing 
work ■ His boss suspected him of malingering because of his 
frequent absences from work. 

— ma-lin-ger-er /ma'liggara/ noun, pi -ers [count] 
mall /'ma:l/ noun, pi malls [count] 

1 : a large building or group of buildings containing stores of 
many different kinds and sizes ■ They spent the afternoon 
shopping at the mall. — see also strip mall 

2 : a public area where people walk ■ a pedestrian mail 
maMard /'maelad/ noun, pi mallard or maMards [count] 

: a very common kind of duck 
maMea-ble/'mselijsbsl/at# [more most ~] 

1 technical: capable of being stretched or bent into different 
shapes ■ a malleable metal 

2 formal: capable of being easily changed or influenced ■ a 
malleable [-flexible] plan ■ malleable young minds 

— mal-lea-bll-i-ty Amselija'bilati/ noun [noncount] ■ the 
malleability of the metal 

maMet /'maelat/ noun, pi -lets [count] 

1 : a hammer with a large usually wooden head 

2 sports : a club used for hitting the ball in croquet or polo 
mal-nour-ished /.msel'narijt/ adj [more most ~] : not 

eating enough food or not eating enough healthy food 
: poorly nourished ■ malnourished children 
mal-nu-tri-tion /.rmelnu'tnjan, Brit .mselnju'tnjan/ noun 
[noncount] : the unhealthy condition that results from not 
eating enough food or not eating enough healthy food : poor 
nutrition ■ a program to help poor children suffering from 
malnutrition 

mal-odor-ous Amsel'oudaras/ adj [more most ~] formal 

: having a bad smell ■ a malodorous [=smelty ] mixture of 
chemicals 

mal-prac-tice Amserprsektas/ noun [noncount] law : care¬ 
less, wrong, or illegal actions by someone (such as a doctor) 
who is performing a professional duty ■ a surgeon accused of 
malpractice • Doctors need to have malpractice insurance to 
protect themselves against lawsuits, 
malt /'mailt/ noun, pi malts 

1 [noncount] : grain and especially barley that is soaked in 
water and used in making alcoholic drinks (such as beer and 
whiskey) 

2 [count] US, informal : malted milk ■ a chocolate malt 

3 [count, noncount ]: malt whiskey 

1 malt-ed /'mailtad/ adj, always used before a noun : changed 
into malt • malted grain/barley 

2 malted noun, pi -eds [count] US, informal : malted milk • 
ordered a hot dog and a chocolate malted 
malted milk noun, pi ~ milks [count, noncount] US : a 
drink made by mixing a special powder of malted grains and 
dried milk into a liquid (such as milk) and usually adding ice 
cream and flavoring 

malt liquor noun, pi ~ -quors [count, noncount] US : a 
type of beer that has a high amount of alcohol 
mabtreat Amael'triit/ verb -treats; -treat-ed; -treating [+ 
obj] : to treat (someone) in a rough or cruel way ■ He claims 
that he was maltreated [=(more commonly) mistreated, 
abused] by the prison guards. 

— mal-treat-ment/.msel'triitmant/noM/i [noncount] 
malt whiskey (US) or Brit malt whisky noun, pi ~ -keys 

[count, noncount] : whiskey made in Scotland from malted 
barley 

mam /'m£em/ noun, pi mams [count] Brit, informal : a per¬ 
son’s mother 

ma*ma or mam-ma also mom-ma /'maima/ noun, pi 
-mas [count] informal : a person’s mother — used especially 
by young children ■ Where’s mama'l ■ Read me a story. 
Mama l — compare papa 

mama’s boy noun, pi ~ boys [count] US, disapproving : a 
boy or man who is seen as weak because he is controlled or 
protected too much by his mother 
mam-bo /'maimbou, Brit 'msembau/ noun, pi -bos 

1 [count]: a lively dance originally from Cuba ■ They learned 
to dance the mambo. 

2 [count, noncount] : the music for the mambo ■ The band 
played a mambo. 

mam-mal /'msemal/ noun, pi -mals [count] : a type of ani¬ 
mal that feeds milk to its young and that usually has hair or 
fur covering most of its skin ■ Human beings, dogs, and cats 
are all mammals. 
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— mam-ma-li-an /ma'meilijan/ adj, technical ■ characteris¬ 
tics of the mammalian brain * mammalian species 

mam-ma-ry /■msemari/ adj, technical : of or relating to the 
breasts ■ mammary cells 

mammary gland noun, pi ~ glands [count] technical : a 
gland in a woman’s breast or in a female animal that produc¬ 
es milk 

mam*mo*gram /'maem^gram/ noun, pi -grams [count] 
medical : a photograph of a woman’s breasts made by X-rays 
■ She went to the hospital for her yearly mammogram. 

— mam*mog*ra-phy /mge'maigrofi/ noun [noncount] 

1 mam-moth /'mzemaO/ noun, pi -moths [count] 

1 : a type of large, hairy ele¬ 
phant that lived in ancient 
times and that had very long 
tusks that curved upward 

2 : something that is very 
large ■ The little business she 
started by herself has now 
become a mammoth [=giant] 
in the industry. 

2 mammoth adj [more 
most ~]: very large ■ a mam¬ 
moth [=huge, gigantic] build¬ 
ing ■ Renovating the house is 
a mammoth undertaking. 

1 man /'msen/ noun, pi men 
/'men/ 

1 [count] : an adult male human being ■ He was a shy boy, 
but he grew to be a strong and confident man. ■ He’s a grown 
man now. ■ The movie is popular with men and women. ■ 
He’s a man of great talent. = He’s a very talented man. • a 
good/bad man 

2 : a man or boy who shows the qualities (such as strength 
and courage) that men are traditionally supposed to have 
[count] Don’t cry, little boy: be a man! ■ A few years in the 
army will make a (real) man (out) of you! [noncount] Are 
you man enough to meet the challenge? 

3 : a woman’s husband or boyfriend [count] Who’s the new 
man in her life? = Who’s her new man ? [noncount] I now 
pronounce you man [=husband] and wife. — see also old 

MAN 

4 a [count] : an individual human being : person ■ Time 
waits for no man. [=for no one] ■ the differences between 
men [-people] and beasts/animals ■ He believes that all men 
are created equal, b [noncount] : the human race ■ prehis¬ 
toric man ■ It’s not a fit night out for man or/nor beast. [=for 
people or animals] ■ the problems facing modern man [=the 
human race in modem times] <- Senses 4a and 4b are now 
sometimes avoided because they are considered sexist. 

5 [count] — used when you are talking to a man ■ (chiefly US, 
informal) Hey, man , how are you? ■ (old-fashioned) Pull 
yourself together, man ! ■ Okay, men, let’s go out there and 
win! ■ (US, informal) Hey, my man! It’s good to see you! ■ 
(chiefly Brit, old-fashioned) My good man, can you tell me 
where the railroad station is? 

6 [count] : a male worker who goes to people’s homes ■ The 
furnace man came to repair the heater. 

7 men [plural] : a group of male workers, soldiers, etc. ■ The 
men have threatened to go on strike. ■ He led his men into 
battle against overwhelming odds. 

8 [count] a : a man who does a particular kind of work ■ a 
medical/military man b : a man who has a specified job or 
position or who belongs to a specified category of worker — 
used in combination ■ a councilman ■ Has the mail man come 
yet? ■ He’s a shrewd businessman. C : a man who works for 
or represents a particular person or organization ■ our man 
in Washington ■ He spoke with the president’s man. 

9 [count] old-fashioned : a male servant — usually singular ■ 
My man will show you to your room. 

10 [count] a somewhat old-fashioned : a male student or 
former student at a college or university ■ He’s a Harvard 
man. b : a man who comes from or lives in a specified 
town, city, etc. — used chiefly by journalists ■ One of the ac¬ 
cident victims has been identified as a Boston man. 

11 [count] : a man who likes something very much or who is 
known for some activity or interest • I’m strictly a vanilla ice 
cream man. [=I’m a man who likes vanilla ice cream] 

12 [singular] a : a person who can do what is needed ■ If 
you need someone to help organize the files, Tm/he’s/she’s 
your man! [=I’m/he’s/she’s the person you need for the job] 
b : the person someone (such as a police officer) is looking 


for ■ He matches the description, but I don’t think he’s our 
man. ■ a detective who always gets his man [=catches the 
criminal] 

13 [count] : one of the pieces in a game like chess or check¬ 
ers 

a fine figure of a man see 1 figure 

as one man old-fashioned, now usually used of a group of 
men : as a group : all together ■ The audience rose as one 
man [=everyone in the audience stood up] and cheered. 
be/become your own man : to be or become a man who is 
not controlled by other people or who is able to support 
himself without the help of other people ■ He left home 
and moved to the city to become his own man. 
every man for himself — used to describe a situation in 
which people do not help each other and each person has 
to take care of himself or herself ■ As soon as there was a 
crisis, it was every man for himself, 
iron man see 2 iron 
man of action see action 
man of the hour see hour 

man’s best friend — used to refer to a dog or to dogs as a 
group ■ She devotes her life to helping man’s best friend, 
poor man’s see poor 

separate the men from the boys see Separate 
the man US, informal 1 or the Man somewhat old- 
fashioned : the police ■ He got in trouble with the Man and 
ended up in jail. 2 or the Man also The Man : the white 
people who are seen as having power in the U.S. : the 
white establishment ■ He got a job working for the Man. 3 
: a man who is admired or respected as a leader or as the 
best man in a particular field, sport, etc. ■ The other play¬ 
ers on the team all know that he’s the man. ■ You’re the 
man\ = (very informal) You the man\ = (very informal + hu¬ 
morous) You da man! 

the man In the street or Brit the man on the Clapham 
omnibus : the ordinary and average person ■ What does 
the man in the street think about it? 
the odd man out see odd 

to a man — used to say that all the members in a group of 
men said, did, or thought the same thing ■ He worried that 
some of his friends might object, but, to a man, they sup¬ 
ported his decision. [=all of them supported his decision] 
to the last man : until all the men in a group are killed, de¬ 
feated, etc. ■ They vowed to fight to the last man. 

2 man inter), chiefly US, informal — used to express excite¬ 
ment, surprise, etc. ■ Man, what a game! ■ Oh man, I can’t be¬ 
lieve she said that! • Man, how much longer can this hot 
weather last? 

3 man verb mans; manned; man-ning [+ obj] 

1 : to be the person who controls or is in charge of (some¬ 
thing) ■ He stocked shelves while I manned the cash register. 
■ We’ll need someone to man the phones this evening. ■ No 
one was manning the front desk. 

2 : to place people at or on (something) to do work ■ man 
the sails/lifeboats — see also manned 

man—about—town Amaena^aut'taun/ noun [singular] 
somewhat old-fashioned : a man who goes to many popular 
parties, clubs, etc. 

man-a-cle /'msemkal/ noun, pi -a*cles [count]: either one 
of a set of two metal rings designed to lock around a person’s 
wrists or ankles — usually plural ■ The prisoner was led into 
the courtroom in manacles. 

- manacle /'msemkal/ verb -cles; -cled; -cling [+ obj] ■ 
The prisoner was manacled and led into the courtroom. 
man-age /'msenufe/ verb -ag*es; -aged; -agdng 

1 1+ obj] a : to have control of (something, such as a busi¬ 
ness, department, sports team, etc.) ■ She manages [=runs] 
her family’s bakery. ■ The business is managed by the own¬ 
er’s daughter. ■ The company is badly managed. • When she 
managed the department, we never missed a deadline, b 
: to take care of and make decisions about (someone’s time, 
money, etc.) • He manages his own finances. ■ You need to 
manage [=use] your time more wisely, c : to direct the pro¬ 
fessional career of (someone, such as an entertainer or ath¬ 
lete) ■ an agency that manages entertainers — see also 

STAGE-MANAGE 

2 [+ obj] a : to control the movements or actions of (some¬ 
thing) ■ She manages [= handles] her skis well. ■ He is skillful 
in managing horses. : to keep (something) under your con¬ 
trol ■ He’s not able to manage [=(more commonly) control] 
his emotions. ■ This form of diabetes can be managed by 
diet. [=it can be controlled by eating a certain way] b : to 
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control the behavior of (a child, animal, etc.) ■ She has diffi¬ 
culty managing [=handling] her young students. 

3 [+ obj\ : to use (something) carefully and without waste ■ 
There’s enough food if we manage it well. ■ We need to do a 
better job of managing our natural resources. 

4 a [no obj] : to be able to live or to do what is needed by us¬ 
ing what you have even though you do not have much — of¬ 
ten + on ■ When he lost his job, we didn’t know if we could 
manage [=get by] on just my salary. — often + with or without 

■ I wonder how they manage with so little income. ■ We’ll 
have to manage with just one car. ■ This kind of plant can 
manage [=survive] with very little water. ■ They’ll have to 
manage [-get by] without presents this year. [=they’ll have to 
accept that they are not getting presents this year] b : to 
succeed in doing (something) [+ obj] “We’ll need to talk 
about this again. Can you manage a meeting next week?” ■ 
With his ankle broken, he could only manage (taking) a few 
steps at a time. ■ She wasn’t feeling well, but she still man¬ 
aged a smile for the photographers. • He’s too weak to man¬ 
age the stairs on his own. [=to go up/down the stairs on his 
own] — often followed by to + verb • She never studies but al¬ 
ways manages to pass her tests. ■ He always manages to win 
somehow. ■ Somehow, they’ve managed to avoid trouble. ■ 
We were poor, but we still managed to have enough to eat. ■ 
How’d they manage to get away with it? ■ It was tough, but 
we managed not to let the secret out. ■ Only a few passengers 
managed to survive the crash. ■ These plants manage to stay 
alive with very little water. ■ They couldn’t get tickets, but we 
managed to. [no obj] I don’t know how we ever managed 
without you. ■ It’s hard living alone, but somehow I manage. 

■ “Do you need help with that suitcase?” “No, thanks. I think 
I can manage .” 

mawage-able /'maenKfeabal/ adj [more most ~] : easy 
to control or deal with ■ We bought smaller, more manage¬ 
able suitcases. ■ They divided the students into three man¬ 
ageable groups. ■ manageable and unmanageable problems • 
The conditioner makes your hair more manageable. 

— man-age-abil-i-ty /iinaenicfea'bilati/ noun [noncount] 
man«aqe«ment /'maenicfemant/ noun, pi -merits 

1 a [noncount] : the act or skill of controlling and making 
decisions about a business, department, sports team, etc. ■ 
She’s planning a career in (business) management. • Business 
improved under the management of new owners. ■ She’s re¬ 
sponsible for the day-to-day management [= running] of the 
hospital. ■ a smart management decision ■ We’re using new 
management techniques/practices, b : the p»ople who 
make decisions about a business, department, sports team, 
etc. [noncount] To save money, (the) management decided 
to reduce the size of the staff. ■ Management and labor could 
not agree. ■ He has a job in middle management. • senior/top 
management ■ (The) Management is planning to hire more 
workers. = (Brit) (The) Management are planning to hire 
more workers. ■ The restaurant is now under new manage¬ 
ment. [=is now controlled by different people] [count] The 
managements of several top corporations met yesterday. 

2 [noncount] : the act or process of deciding how to use 
something ■ He’s extremely cautious when it comes to mon¬ 
ey management. [=he is careful about the way he uses mon¬ 
ey] ■ time management ■ a new system of water management 

3 [noncount] : the act or process of controlling and dealing 
with something ■ anger management ■ crisis management 

man*aq»er /'maeni<fe3>/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : someone who is in charge of a business, department, etc. 

■ I’d like to speak to the manager , please. ■ He was promoted 
to manager last year. ■ a sales/bank/personnel manager ■ The 
team’s general manager acquired five new players for the 
upcoming season. — see also stage manager 

2 : someone who directs the training and performance of a 
sports team; especially, US : a person who directs a baseball 
team • The manager decided to change pitchers in the eighth 
inning. 

3 : someone who directs the professional career of an enter¬ 
tainer or athlete ■ The actress recently fired her manager. 

4 : someone who decides how to use something ■ She’s a bad 
manager of her time/money. 

man.ag-er-ess /'maenKfearas/ noun, pi -ess*es [count] 
Brit: a woman who is in charge of a business, shop, etc. 

man-a*ge-ri-al /.maena'cfeirijal/ adj 

1 : relating to the skill or process of controlling and making 
decisions about a business or organization ■ They lack the 
managerial experience needed for the job. ■ a change in 
(their) managerial practices 


2 : of or relating to a manager or group of managers ■ man¬ 
agerial positions ■ a managerial team 
managing director noun, pi ~ -tors [count] : someone 
who is in charge of a large company or organization 
managing editor noun, pi ~ -tors [count] : an editor who 
is in charge of the editorial activities of a newspaper, maga¬ 
zine, etc. 

man*a*tee /'maena^i:/ noun, pi -tees [count] : a large ani¬ 
mal that lives in warm waters and eats plants 
man-da-rin /'maendaran/ noun,pi -rlns 

1 [count] : a small type of orange — called also mandarin or¬ 
ange 

2 [count ]: a public official in China in the past 

3 Mandarin [noncount] : the official language of China 
1 man-date /'maen.deit/ noun, pi -dates [count] formal 

1 : an official order to do something ■ Royal mandates must 
be obeyed. ■ They carried out the governor’s mandate to 
build more roads. 

2 : the power to act that voters give to their elected leaders • 
He won the election so convincingly that he believed he had 
been given a mandate for change/reform. — often followed 
by to + verb ■ He believed he had been given a mandate (from 
the people) to implement his policies. ■ There is no mandate 
to raise taxes. 

2 mandate verb -dates; -dat-ed; -dat-lng [+ obj] chiefly US, 
formal 

1 : to officially demand or require (something) ■ Ours was 
the first state to mandate [=order\ the change. ■ The law man¬ 
dates that every car have seat belts. — often used as (be) 
mandated ■ Drug tests have been mandated by the govern¬ 
ment. ■ a mandated [= required, mandatory] drug test 

2 : to officially give (someone) the power to do something ■ 
He won the election so convincingly that he believed the 
people had mandated him to carry out his policies. 

man-da-tO-ry /'maenda,tori, Brit 'maendatri/ adj : required 
by a law or rule ■ This meeting is mandatory for all employ¬ 
ees. [=all employees must go to this meeting] ■ The mandato¬ 
ry fine for littering is $200. [=everyone caught littering must 
pay $200] ■ a mandatory retirement age [=an age at which 
workers are required to retire] ■ a mandatory drug test 
man-di-ble /'maendabal/ noun, pi -di-bles [count] 

1 : JAWBONE 

2 : either the upper or lower part of a bird’s beak 

3 : a part of an insect’s mouth that looks like a jaw and is of¬ 
ten used for biting things 

man-do-lin Amaenda'lin/ noun, pi -llns [count] : a small 
musical instrument that has a long neck, a body that is 
shaped like a pear, and usually four pairs of strings 
mane /'mem/ noun, pi manes [count] 

1 : long, thick hair growing from the neck of a horse or 
around the neck of a lion — see picture at horse 

2 informal : long, thick hair on a person’s head ■ an actor 
with a thick mane of silver hair 

man—eat-er /'maendita 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : an animal (such as a shark or a tiger) that kills and eats 
people 

2 humorous : an attractive woman who has many lovers 

— man—eat-ing / , maen,i:tii)/ adj ■ man-eating tigers ■ a man- 
eating shark 

1 ma-neu-ver ( US) or Brit ma*noeu*vre /ma'nuiv?/ noun, 
pi -vers 

1 : a clever or skillful action or movement [count] With a 
quick maneuver, she avoided an accident. ■ acrobats per¬ 
forming dangerous maneuvers ■ Through a series of legal ma¬ 
neuvers , the defense lawyer kept her client out of jail, [non¬ 
count] The strict requirements left us very little room for 
maneuver, ^opportunity to make changes or to do things 
differently in order to produce a better result] 

2 a [count] : a planned movement of soldiers or ships ■ He 
led his troops in a well-planned maneuver, b maneuvers 
[plural] : military activities that are done for training ■ To 
prepare for war, the army b performing/conducting maneu¬ 
vers off the coast. ■ The army is on maneuvers. 

2 maneuver (US) or Brit manoeuvre verb -vers; -vered; 
-ver-ing 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to move 
(something or someone) in a careful and usually skillful way 
[+ obj] She maneuvered her car into the tiny garage. ■ It took 
seven people to maneuver the tiger out of its cage. ■ We had a 
hard time maneuvering our furniture through the doorway. 
[no obj ] The giant ships maneuvered into their docks. ■ The 
vehicle easily maneuvered through rocky terrain. ■ They held 
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hands while maneuvering through the crowd. 

2 : to do something in an effort to get an advantage, get out 
of a difficult situation, etc. [no obj\ The companies are ma¬ 
neuvering for position in the limited market.» The strict re¬ 
quirements left us very little room to maneuver, ^opportu¬ 
nity to make changes or to do things differently in order to 
produce a better result] [+ obj\ Somehow, she always man¬ 
ages to maneuver herself out of difficult situations. ■ He ma¬ 
neuvered his way into her heart. [=he did things to make her 
love him] — see also outmaneuver 

3 : to move (soldiers, ships, etc.) where they are needed for 
battle [+ obj] We maneuvered our troops to the south, [no 
obj\ The opposing forces maneuvered quickly. 

— maneuvering noun, pi -Ings [noncount\ It took a lot of 
legal maneuvering for the defense lawyer to keep her client 
out of jail, [count] political maneuvering^ 

ma-neu-ver-able (US) or Brit ma-noeu-vra-ble 
/ma'nuivarebal/ adj [more most ~] : able to be moved 
quickly, easily, or in small spaces ■ The new ships are faster 
and more maneuverable. ■ a highly maneuverable airplane 

- ma-neu-ver-abll-i-ty (US) or Brit ma-noeu-vra-bil-i- 
ty /ma.nuivara'bibti/ noun [noncount] ■ They’ve improved 
the ship’s speed and maneuverability. 

marvfuMy /‘maenfali/ adv : in a brave and strong way : in a 
manly way • He manfully accepted the challenge. ■ He 
walked manfully into the courtroom, 
man-ga-nese /'m£erjg3,ni:z/ noun [noncount ] : a grayish- 
white usually hard metal that breaks easily 
mange /'memtfe/ noun [noncount ]: a skin disease of animals 
(such as cats and dogs) and sometimes people that causes 
itching and loss of hair 

manager /'memefea 1 / noun, pi -gers [count]: an open box in 
which food for farm animals is placed 

mange-tout /.mains'tu:/ noun, pi mangetout or mange- 
touts [count] Brit : snow pea 

1 man«gle /•maeqgal/ verb man-gles; man-gled; man¬ 
gling [+obj] 

1 : to injure or damage (something or someone) severely by 
cutting, tearing, or crushing ■ His leg had been mangled by 
an explosion. ■ a mangled piece of metal 

2 : to do (something) badly : to ruin (something) because of 
carelessness or a lack of skill ■ The newspaper mangled the 
story. [=it did not report the story correctly] ■ He mangled 
[=botched] the speech. ■ They mangled my favorite song! 

2 mangle noun, pi mangles [count] : an old-fashioned ma¬ 
chine used to squeeze water out of wet clothes after they 
have been washed 

man-go /'maeqgou/ noun, pi man-goes also man-gos 
[count] : a juicy tropical fruit that has firm yellow and red 
skin and a hard seed at its center — see color picture on 
page C-5 

man»grove /'maen,grouv/ noun, pi -groves [count] : a 
tropical tree that has roots which grow from its branches 
and that grows in swamps or shallow salt water ■ a mangrove 
swamp 

mangy /'meincfci/ adj mang-i-er; -est 

1 of an animal \ having a skin disease that causes itching and 
loss of hair : suffering from mange ■ a mangy dog 

2 : having thin or bare spots ■ She finally threw out that 
mangy [=shabby] old rug. ■ a mangy beard 

man-han-dle /'maen,haendl/ verb -han-dles; -han-dled; 
-han-dling [+ obj\ 

1 : to move (something) by using rough force ■ They man¬ 
handled the heavy boxes onto the truck. ■ She manhandled 
the posts into place. 

2 : to treat (someone) in a rough or physically harmful way ■ 
He was manhandling the boy. ■ He says he was manhandled 
by the police. 

man-hole /'mzen.houl/ noun, pi -holes [count] : a covered 
hole in a street that a person can go down into to do work 
under the street 
man-hood /'maen,hud/ noun 

1 [noncount] : the qualities (such as strength and courage) 
that are expected in a man • He took the comment as a chal¬ 
lenge to his manhood. • Boxing was a way for him to prove 
his manhood. [=to prove that he was a strong/brave man] 

2 [noncount] : the state or condition of being an adult man 
and no longer a boy ■ He grew from boyhood to manhood in 
a small southern town. ■ In his early manhood [=when he was 
a young man] he decided to become a doctor. 

3 [noncount]: adult men ■ the manhood of a nation 

4 [singular] literary + humorous : a man’s penis ■ He wore no 


clothing except a cloth that hid his manhood. 
man-hour /*maen , awa■/ noun, pi -hours [count] : an hour 
of work done by one worker ■ The job will take at least 300 
man-hours and cost about $20 per man-hour. 
man-hunt /'maen,hAnt/ noun, pi -hunts [count] : an orga¬ 
nized search for a person and especially for a criminal ■ After 
several days of searching, the sheriff called off the manhunt. 
■ The FBI launched a manhunt to find the kidnappers, 
ma-nia /'meinya/ noun, pi -nlas 

1 : mental illness in which a person becomes very emotional 
or excited [noncount] She would typically experience a peri¬ 
od of mania and then suddenly become deeply depressed. 
[count] patients affected by manias 

2 : extreme enthusiasm for something that is usually shared 
by many people [count] — usually singular ■ The band was 
part of the early rock-and-roll mania. [=craze] ■ The city’s 
sports mania is very well-known. — often ♦ for ■ He had a 
mania for cleanliness, [noncount] The entire city has been 
gripped by baseball mania. 

ma-nl-ac /'memi,aek/ noun.pl -acs [count] 

1 : someone who is violent and mentally ill ■ The movie he 
rented was about a maniac [=madman, lunatic] who goes on 
a murderous rampage. ■ a homicidal maniac 

2 informal : a person who behaves in a very wild way ■ He’s a 
complete maniac when he’s playing football. ■ She drives like 
a maniac. [=she drives in a very reckless and dangerous way] 

3 informal : a person who is extremely enthusiastic about 
something • His friends are all sports maniacs. [=fanatics] ■ a 
movie maniac [-freak] 

— maniac adj, always used before a noun [more most ~] ■ 

maniac killers/fans — ma-ni-a-cal /ma'najakal/ adj [more 

most ~] ■ a maniacal killer/fan ■ She let out a maniacal 
laugh. • maniacal sports fans — ma-ni-a-cal-ly 
/ma'najakli/ adv ■ laughing maniacally 
man-ic /'maenik/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : having or relating to a mental illness that causes someone 
to become very excited or emotional ■ The patient has a 
manic personality. = The patient is manic. • a manic state/ 
mood 

2 : very excited, energetic, or emotional ■ a manic sense of 
humor ■ manic behavior/fans 

— man-i-cal-ly /'maemkli/ adv 

manic depression noun [noncount] : a mental illness in 
which a person experiences periods of strong excitement and 
happiness followed by periods of sadness and depression — 
called also bipolar disorder, manic-depressive illness 
man-ic—de-press-ive Amaemkdi'presiv/ noun, pi -ives 
[count] : someone who is affected by manic depression ■ Her 
brother is a manic-depressive. 

— manic-depressive adj • He takes medicine to control 
his manic-depressive behavior. ■ a manic-depressive patient 

man-i-COt-ti Amsena'kcrti/ noun [noncount] US : a type of 
pasta in the shape of tubes that are usually filled with meat 
or cheese and covered with tomato sauce 
1 man-i-CUre /'maena.kjr*/ noun, pi -cures [count] : a treat¬ 
ment to improve the appearance and health of the hands and 
fingernails ■ She gets a manicure every week or so. 

— compare pedicure 

2 manicure verb -cures; -cured; -cur-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to give a beauty treatment to (someone’s hands and fin¬ 
gernails) : to give a manicure to (someone’s hands and fin¬ 
gernails) ■ She manicured her nails. 

2 : to make (something, such as a lawn or a garden) look 
neat, smooth, and attractive ■ She spends her weekends 
working in her garden and manicuring her lawn. 

— manicured adj ■ manicured hands ■ carefully manicured 
gardens ■ a well -manicured lawn 

man-i-CUr-ist /'maena^janst/ noun, pi -ists [count] : a per¬ 
son who does beauty treatments for the hands and finger¬ 
nails : a person who gives manicures 
1 man-i-fest /'maena^est/ adj [more most ~] formal 

1 : able to be seen : clearly shown or visible ■ Their sadness 
was manifest in their faces. ■ His love for literature is mani¬ 
fest in his large library. ■ There was manifest confusion in the 
streets. 

2 : easy to understand or recognize ■ The truth was manifest 
[=(more commonly) obvious] to everyone but me. ■ a mani¬ 
fest injustice 

— man-i-fest-ly adv ■ The decision was manifestly [= clearly, 
obviously] unjust. 

2 man if est verb -tests; -fest-ed; -fest-ing [+obf] formal: to 
show (something) clearly ■ Both sides have manifested a 
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stubborn unwillingness to compromise. ■ Their religious be¬ 
liefs are manifested in every aspect of their lives. ■ Love man¬ 
ifests [=re veals] itself in many different ways. [=love appears 
in many ways] ■ Her behavior problems began manifesting 
themselves soon after she left home. 
man*l*fes*ta*tion Amaenafs'steijan/ noun, pi -tions 
[count]formal 

1 : a sign that shows something clearly — usually + of* The 
first manifestations of her behavior problems occurred soon 
after she left home. ■ Her work with the poor was a manifes¬ 
tation [= indication J of her compassionate nature. 

2 : one of the forms that something has when it appears or 
occurs ■ Hate in all its manifestations [ -forms 1 is wrong. 

3 : an occurrence in which the ghost or spirit of a dead per¬ 
son appears • ghostly manifestations 

manifest destiny or Manifest Destiny noun [noncount] 
formal : a future event that is sure to happen : a destiny that 
can be clearly seen and that cannot be changed ■ They were 
living in a time when expansion to the Pacific was regarded 
by many people as the Manifest Destiny of the United States. 
man*i*fes*tO /.maena'festou/ noun, pi -tos or -toes [count] 
: a written statement that describes the policies, goals, and 
opinions of a person or group • The group’s manifesto fo¬ 
cused on helping the poor and stopping violence. ■ a political 
party’s manifesto 

1 man-i-fold /'maena^ould/ adj, formal : many and various • 
the country’s manifold problems ■ The benefits of this ap¬ 
proach are manifold. 

2 manifold noun, pi -folds [count] technical : a part of an en¬ 
gine that connects different pipes for moving fuel and air 
into the engine or for carrying gases away from the engine ■ 
an intake manifold [=a manifold that brings fuel and air into 
an engine] ■ an exhaust manifold — see picture at car 
marvMdn also man*ni-kin /'maemkan/ noun, pi -kins 
[count] : MANNEQUIN 

ma*nila /ma'nila/ adj : made of strong, light brown paper ■ a 
manila folder • manila envelopes 

ma-nip-u-late /ma'mpjadeit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -lat-ing 

[+ obj] 

1 a : to move or control (something) with your hands or by 
using a machine ■ manipulate a pencil ■ The baby is learning 
to manipulate blocks. ■ manipulate a computer mouse ■ The 
mechanical arms are manipulated by a computer, b medi¬ 
cal : to move (muscles and bones) with your hands as a form 
of treatment ■ The doctor manipulated my back/spine. 

2 : to use or change (numbers, information, etc.) in a skillful 
way or for a particular purpose ■ The program was designed 
to organize and manipulate large amounts of data. ■ He’s al¬ 
ways been good at manipulating numbers in his head. • As 
part of the experiment, students manipulated light and tem¬ 
perature to see how it affected the plants. 

3 usually disapproving a : to deal with or control (someone 
or something) in a clever and usually unfair or selfish way ■ 
She knows how to manipulate her parents to get what she 
wants. ■ He felt that he had been manipulated by the people 
he trusted most. ■ The editorial was a blatant attempt to ma¬ 
nipulate public opinion, b : to change (something) in an 
unfair or selfish way ■ He’s accused of trying to manipulate 
the price of the stock. ■ The company manipulated its ac¬ 
counts to exaggerate its profits. 

— ma*nip*u*la*tion /n^nipja'leijan/ noun, pi -tions 
[count] price manipulations [noncount] trying to control 
the election through blatant manipulation of public opin¬ 
ion ■ her shameless manipulation of her parents 
ma*nip*U*la*tiVe /ma'mpjagleitiv, ma'mpjalativ/ adj [more 
most ~] usually disapproving : using or controlling other 
people in a clever and often unfair or selfish way ■ a clever 
and manipulative salesman ■ manipulative behavior 
ma*nip*U*la*tor /ma'mpja.leito/ noun, pi -tors [count] of¬ 
ten disapproving : a person who uses or controls other people 
in a clever and often unfair or selfish way : a manipulative 
person ■ He said she was a clever political manipulator. 
man*kind /'maen'kaind/ noun [noncount] : all people 
thought of as one group : humankind ■ All of mankind will 
benefit from this new technology. ■ We have seen the same 
pattern throughout the history of mankind. — compare 
WOMANKIND 

man-ky /'maerjki/ adj man-ki-er; -est Brit, informal : dirty 
and unattractive ■ a manky old dog ■ manky clothing 
man-ly /'maenli/ adj man-li-er; -est [also more mast ~] 
: having or showing qualities (such as strength or courage) 
that are expected in a man ■ He wasn’t manly enough to 


fight. • a manly competitor ■ He has a deep, manly voice. 

— man«li*ness noun [noncount] • a test of his manliness 
[-manhood] 

man-made /'maen'meid/ adj : made by people rather than 
by nature ■ The government flooded the valley to create a 
man-made lake. ■ She preferred wearing cotton to man¬ 
made [= synthetic ] fabrics. ■ man-made building materials 
man-na /'maena/ noun [noncount] 

1 : food which according to the Bible was supplied by a mir¬ 
acle to the Israelites after they escaped from Egypt 

2 : something needed that is received unexpectedly ■ Your 
generous gift was manna from heaven. 

manned /'maend/ adj : carrying or done by a person ■ 
manned spaceflight ■ a manned mission to the moon 

— Opposite UNMANNED 

man*ne*quin /'maenikan/ noun, pi -quins [count] : a fig¬ 
ure shaped like a human body that is used for making or dis¬ 
playing clothes 

man»ner /'maena-/ noun, pi -ners 

1 [singular] somewhat formal : the way that something is 
done or happens ■ She has a very forceful manner of speak¬ 
ing. ■ I objected to the manner in which the decision was 
made. — often used after in ■ Continue stirring in this man¬ 
ner until the sauce thickens. ■ In this manner , we were able to 
save enough money for a new car. ■ In what manner was the 
data collected? [=how was the data collected?] • We worked 
in a quick manner. [=we worked quickly] ■ She taught her 
class in an informal manner. • He always begins his stories in 
the same manner. ■ We were allowed to spend the money in 
any manner we wanted. 

2 a [count] : the way that a person normally behaves espe¬ 
cially while with other people — usually singular ■ He had a 
gentle manner (about him). ■ He listened patiently to his chil¬ 
dren, as was his manner. ■ It was her energetic and friendly 
manner that got her the job. — see also bedside manner 
b manners [plural] : behavior while with other people ■ His 
children have excellent manners. [=his children behave very 
well] ■ It’s bad manners [=it is impolite] to talk with your 
mouth full, c manners [plural]: knowledge of how to be¬ 
have politely while with other people ■ Some people have no 
manners. ■ Someone should teach you some manners ! • He 
forgot his manners and reached across the table for the salt. 

To remember/mind your manners is to behave in a polite 
and proper way. ■ “Mind your manners," Mom said sternly, 
“and thank your uncle for the nice gifts.” — see also table 
MANNERS 

3 [singular] : an artistic style or method ■ He painted this pic¬ 
ture in his early manner. — often used in the phrase in/after 
the manner of m She wrote after the manner of{= in the style 
of] her favorite poet. ■ This church was built in the manner of 
the English Gothic style. 

all manner of : all kinds or sorts of (things or people) ■ The 
store sells all manner of musical instruments. ■ All manner 
of people come to the city. 

in a manner of speaking — used to say that a statement is 
true or accurate in a certain way even if it is not literally or 
completely true ■ His retirement was, in a manner of speak¬ 
ing, the beginning of his real career. ■ After the storm de¬ 
stroyed their house, they were, in a manner of speaking 
[=.90 to speak, as it were], lost at sea. [=they felt lost and con¬ 
fused after their house was destroyed] 
not by any manner of means see means 
to the manner born : suited to a particular position, role, or 
status in a way that seems very natural ■ He had never been 
on a boat before, but he walked along the deck as if to the 
manner bom. 

what manner of old-fashioned + literary : what kind or sort 
of ■ What manner of person could have committed such a 
crime? ■ What manner of woman is she to have done some¬ 
thing like that? 
man-nered /'maenad/ adj 

1 : behaving in a certain way — used in combination ■ He 
was a mild -mannered [=gentle] man who rarely became an¬ 
gry. ■ well -mannered [=well-behaved] children 

2 [more most ~] disapproving : formal in a way that is in¬ 
tended to impress other people ■ He had a very mannered 
[-unnatural] way of speaking. 

man*ner*lsm /'maen3,rizam/ noun, pi -isms [count] : a 
person’s particular way of talking or moving ■ The actor can 
mimic the President’s mannerisms perfectly, 
man-nerdy ftmxneW adj [more most ~]formal + literary 
: behaving politely while with other people : showing good 
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manners ■ When he was a child, he was quiet and mannerly. • 
a mannerly young man 

man-nish fmxmf/ adj [more most ~] : suitable for or 
typical of a man rather than a woman : not feminine ■ She 
was wearing a hat and mannish clothing. ■ She had a deep 
and rather mannish voice. 

— man-nish-ly adv — man-nish-ness noun [noncount] 
ma*nO a ma*no /,ma:noua'ma:nou/ adv — used to de¬ 
scribe a situation in which two people directly compete, 
fight, or argue with each other ■ They fought mano a mono. ■ 
Tomorrow night the candidates (will) go mano a mano 
[=compete against each other] in the first of two debates. 
Mono a mano comes from a Spanish phrase that means 
“hand to hand.” 

manoeuvre, manoeuvrable Brit spellings of maneu¬ 
ver, MANEUVERABLE 

man Of God noun, pi men of God [count] formal : a man 
who is a priest or minister 

man Of letters noun, pi men of letters [count] : a man 
who writes or who knows a lot about novels, poems, etc. : a 
literary man 

man Of straw noun, pi men of straw [count] chiefly Brit 

: STRAW MAN 

man of the cloth noun, pi men of the cloth [count]for- 
mal + old-fashioned : a man who is a priest or minister 

man of the house noun 

the man of the house : the male family member who has 
the most responsibility for taking care of and making deci¬ 
sions about the household ■ When his father died, John be¬ 
came the man of the house even though he was only 18. 

man of the people noun 

a man of the people : a man (such as a politician) who un¬ 
derstands and is liked by ordinary people 
man Of the world noun, pi men of the world [count] : a 
man who has had many experiences and who is not shocked 
by things that may be shocking to other people 
man—of—war ArnsnavVoa 1 / noun, pi men—of—war 
/(menav'woay [count] : a ship that has many weapons and is 
used for war 

man-or /■maenad noun, pi -ors [count] 

1 : a large country house on a large piece of land 

2 Brit, informal : the area or section of a city that a particu¬ 
lar group of police officers are responsible for 

to the manor born : bom into a wealthy family that has a 
high social status 

— ma-no-rl-al /ma'norijal/ adj ■ manorial landowners/es¬ 
tates 

man-pow-er / l maen,pawa/ noun [noncount] : the number 
of people who are available to work ■ Currently we are expe¬ 
riencing a shortage of manpower. ■ military manpower 
man-que /man'kei, Brit 'murjkei/ adj, always used after a 
noun, formal — used to describe what a person could or 
should have been but never was ■ He works as a cook but 
thinks of himself as a poet manque. ■ an artist manque 
manse /hnaens/ noun.pl mans-es [count] 

1 : the house of a minister 

2 : a large and impressive house : mansion 
man-ser-vant /'maen,savant/ noun, pi menservants 

[count] old-fashioned : a male servant • menservants and 
maidservants 

man-Sion /'maenjan/ noun, pi -slons [count] : a large and 
impressive house : the large house of a wealthy person ■ a 
mansion with 10 bedrooms and an indoor swimming pool 
man—Sized /'maen.saizd/ also man—size /'maen.saiz/ adj 
: large and suitable for or typical of a man ■ a man-sized 
sandwich ■ his man-sized appetite ■ a man-size effort ■ This is 
a man-sized job. 

man-slaugh-ter /'maen,sleuth/ noun [noncount] law : the 
crime of killing a person without intending to do so ■ She was 
convicted of manslaughter for driving while drunk and kill¬ 
ing three people. 

man’s man noun [singular] : a man who is liked and ad¬ 
mired by other men — compare ladies’ man 
man-tel /'maentj/ noun, pi -tels [count] chiefly US ; the shelf 
above a fireplace — see picture at living room 
man*tel>piece/ l m£ent],pi:s/noun, pi -plec-es [count] 

1 ; the shelf above a fireplace and the decorative pieces on 
the sides of the fireplace 

2 : MANTEL 

man-tis /'maentas/ noun, pi man-tls-es or man-tes 

/'maen,ti:z/ [count] : praying mantis 


1 man-tie /'maentj/ noun, pi man-ties [count] 

1 : a loose piece of clothing without sleeves that was worn 
over other clothes especially in the past: cloak 

2 literary : something that covers or surrounds something 
else — + of ■ The ground was covered/cloaked in a mantle of 
leaves. ■ mountains blanketed/wrapped in a mantle of snow ■ 
A mantle of secrecy surrounded the family’s past [=the fam¬ 
ily’s past was kept secret] 

3 formal : the position of someone who has responsibility or 
authority ■ He took on the mantle of director. [=he took on 
the job of being the director] ■ She accepted/assumed the 
mantle of leadership. 

4 technical : the middle layer of the Earth that is between 
the top crust and the inner core 

2 mantle verb mantles; man-tied; man-tllng [+ obj] formal 
+ literary : to cover or surround (something) — usually used 
as (be) mantled • The mountains were mantled with/in snow, 
man—to—man /'maenta'maen/ adj 

1 always used before a noun : happening between two men 

— used to describe speech between men that is honest, 
open, and informal ■ We need to have a man-to-man talk. ■ a 
man-to-man discussion 

2 chiefly US, sports : of or relating to a way of playing de¬ 
fense in football, basketball, etc., in which each player on the 
defense is supposed to stop a particular player on the offense 
• They were playing a man-to-man defense. • man-to-man 
coverage 

— man—to—man adv ■ talking man-to-man ■ The defense 
was playing man-to-man. 

man-tra /'meuntra, Brit 'maentra/ noun, pi -tras [count] 

1 : a sound, word, or phrase that is repeated by someone 
who is praying or meditating 

2 : a word or phrase that is repeated often or that expresses 
someone’s basic beliefs ■ a businessman whose mantra is 
“bigger is better" 

1 man-U-al /'maenjawal/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 ; doing or involving hard physical work • low-paid manual 
workers/laborers ■ She spent the summer doing manual la¬ 
bor on her uncle’s farm. 

2 : of or relating to using the hands ■ He has quite a bit of 
manual dexterity. [=skill and ease in using his hands] ■ manu¬ 
al skill 

3 : operated or controlled with the hands or by a person ■ I 
can’t drive her car because it has a manual transmission in¬ 
stead of an automatic transmission. [=it has a system for 
changing gears that has to be operated by the driver]: oper¬ 
ated only with the hands and without electric power ■ He has 
a collection of old-fashioned manual typewriters. 

— man-u-al-ly adv ■ manually operated machinery 
2 manual noun, pi -als [count] 

1 : a small book that gives useful information about some¬ 
thing : handbook ■ Here’s the owner’s manual of your new 
car. ■ The computer program comes with a user’s manual. ■ 
We lost the instruction manual and couldn’t put our bikes 
together. ■ Please refer to the training/employee manual if 
you have any questions about your job. 

2 : a vehicle that has a system for changing gears that has to 
be operated by the driver : a car with a manual transmission 
■ Is your car a manual or an automatic? 

1 man*U*fac*tlire Amaenja'faektfa*/ verb -tures; -tured; 
-tur-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make (something) usually in large amounts by using 
machines ■ materials used in manufacturing cars/computers ■ 
a company that manufactures wool and cotton clothing 

2 : to create (something, such as a false story or explanation) 
by using your imagination often in order to trick or deceive 
someone ■ He manufactured [=fabricated, invented] a story/ 
lie/falsehood in order to get out of trouble. 

Manufacture noun [noncount] : the process of making 
products especially with machines in factories ■ materials 
used in the manufacture of cars/computers ■ We’re develop¬ 
ing new methods of paper manufacture. 
man-u-fac-tur«er ^maenja'faektfara/ noun, pi -ers [count] 
: a company that makes a product ■ Follow the instructions 
recommended by the manufacturer. ■ They are one of the 
country’s leading manufacturers of children’s clothing. ■ car 
manufacturers 

man-u-fac-tur«mg /.maenja'faektfanrj/ noun [noncount] 
: the industry or business of making products especially with 
machines in factories ■ Manufacturing is central to the econ¬ 
omy of the country. ■ They’ve created new jobs in manufac¬ 
turing. 
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ma-nure /ma'nuas Brit ma'njua/ noun, pi -nures : solid 
waste from farm animals that is used to make soil better for 
growing plants [noncount) a bag of cow manure [count] fer¬ 
tilizers made from animal manures 
man*u*script /'mseiya^kript/ noun, pi -scripts : the orig¬ 
inal copy of a play, book, piece of music, etc., before it has 
been printed [count] The library owns the author’s original 
manuscript. ■ a copy of the composer’s manuscript [non- 
count] She read the book in manuscript. [=she read the 
manuscript of the book] 

1 many /'meni/ adj — used to refer to a large number of 
thfrgs or people ■ She worked hard for many years. • They 
were one of the many, many families that came to watch the 
parade. ■ Gardening is one of her very many interests. ■ They 
talked about the many benefits of learning English. ■ You can 
never have too many friends. ■ Some people will come, but 
many more people will not. • A great/good many people 
[=very many people] did not survive. — often used in nega¬ 
tive statements ■ We don’t have many choices. [=we have few 
choices] ■ There weren’t many people at the party. 
as many — used to talk about or compare amounts ■ She 
read as many books as she could. [=she read the largest 
number of books possible] ■ She read three times as many 
books as he did. [=she read three times more books than 
he did] ■ We saw three plays in as many days. [=we saw 
three plays in three days] ■ She wrote five books in as many 
years. 

how many — used to ask or talk about an amount ■ How 
many people were there? • I was surprised by how many 
people were there. ■ How many times [=how often] do I 
have to tell you to lock the door? 

2 many pronoun : a large number of people or things ■ Some 
people will come, but many [=many people] will not. ■ The 
medicine has helped many with the disease. ■ Many of his 
friends never went to college. ■ I know some of the people 
here, but not (very) many of them. ■ Far/All too many have 
died in this war. ■ A lot of people have tried to climb the 
mountain, but a great/good many of them have failed. • I 
wanted a dozen, but they didn’t have that many. = They 
didn't have as many as that. [=they had fewer than a dozen] 
as many as — used to suggest that a number or amount is 
surprisingly large ■ She read as many as 60 books! ■ As 
many as 60 students competed for the prize. ■ They lost by 
as many as 20 points. 

many a/an formal + literary — used with a singular noun to 
refer to a large number of things or people • It remained a 
mystery for many a year. [=for many years] ■ I’ve been 
there many a time. [=many times] ■ Many a tale was told. 
[=many tales were told] ■ Many an answer [=many answers] 
can be found in this book. ■ Many a man has tried [=many 
men have tried] but few men have succeeded. 
many’s the formal + literary — used to say that something is 
common or has happened often ■ Many's the day we have 
spent together. [=we have spent many days together] • 
Many’s the time I’ve been there. [=I’ve been there many 
times] 

the many : the great majority of people ■ policies that help 
the privileged few at the expense of the many 
Mao-ri /'mauri/ noun, pi -ris 

1 [count] : a member of the original people living in New 
Zealand 

2 [noncount] : the language of the Maori people 

- Maori adj ■ Maori culture 

1 map /*m£ep/ noun, pi maps [count] 

1 : a picture or chart that shows the rivers, mountains, 
streets, etc., in a particular area • a map of the country ■ dif¬ 
ferent maps of the world ■ a road/street map [=a map show¬ 
ing the roads/streets of an area] • “Can you find where we are 
on the map?” “Sorry: I’m no good at reading maps.” • "How 
do I get to the station?" “Here, let me draw you a map.” 

— see also relief map 

2 : a picture or chart that shows the different parts of some¬ 
thing ■ a map of the brain 

all over the map US, informal : not staying the same : char¬ 
acterized by frequent and extreme changes ■ Prices have 
been all over the map. 

put (something or someone) on the map : to make (a 
place, a person, etc.) famous or well-known • The story has 
put our little town on the map. ■ The success of his first al¬ 
bum really put him on the map in the music industry. 
2 map verb maps; mapped; map«plng [+ obj] 

1 : to make a map of (something) ■ He mapped the stars. ■ 


The coastline was mapped by early explorers. 

2 US : to plan the details of (something) ■ We mapped 
[-mapped out] a plan of action. 

map onto [phrasal verb] map (something) onto (something) 
technical : to find or show the connections between two 
things or groups of things • map brain functions onto brain 
structures 

map out [phrasal verb] map (something) out or map out 
(something) : to plan the details of (something, such as a 
program or your future) ■ We mapped out a plan of action. 

■ They mapped her campaign for governor all out. • She has 
her future all mapped out. 

ma-ple /'meipal/ noun, pi ma«ples 

1 [count] : a type of tree that grows in northern parts of the 
world and has hard wood often used in making furniture ■ 
The maple leaf is an emblem of Canada. — called also maple 
tree 

2 [noncount] : the wood of a maple tree ■ a table made of ma¬ 
ple 

maple sugar noun [noncount] : a brown sugar made from 
the sap of maple trees 

maple syrup noun [noncount] : a sweet, thick liquid made 
from the sap of maple trees ■ pancakes served with butter 
and maple syrup 

mar Ana verb mars; marred; mar*rlng [+ obj] : to ruin 
the beauty or perfection of (something) : to hurt or damage 
the good condition of (something) • A large scar marred his 
face. ■ Her acting mars an otherwise great movie. — often 
used as (be) marred • The report is marred by numerous er¬ 
rors. • a car marred by scratches 
Mar. abbr March 

ma-ra-ca /ma'raika, Brit ma'rseka/ noun, pi -cas [count] : a 
musical instrument with a handle and a round hollow top 
that is filled with beads, beans, etc., and is shaken to make 
noise — usually plural ■ play the maracas 
mar-a-schi-no /iinera'skknou, mera'Jiinou/ noun, pi -nos 

1 [count] : a kind of sweet cherry that is used in desserts or 
alcoholic drinks — called also maraschino cherry 

2 [count, noncount] : a sweet alcoholic drink made from 
cherry juice 

1 mar-a-thon / l mer3,0a:n/ noun, pi -thons [count] 

1 : a running race that is about 26 miles (42 kilometers) long 

■ He ran (in) a marathon. 

2 a : something (such as an event or activity) that lasts an 
extremely long time or that requires great effort ■ We 
watched a marathon of our favorite movies. ■ a movie mara¬ 
thon • a shopping marathon b : a contest in which people 
compete with each other to see who can do something for 
the longest amount of time ■ a dance marathon 

2 marathon adj, always used before a noun : lasting an unusu¬ 
ally long time ■ Their marathon meeting lasted two full days. 

■ a marathon negotiating session 

mar*a-thon«er / l mer9,0a:n0 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a run¬ 
ner who competes in a marathon 
ma-raud-ing /ma'raidii)/ adi, always used before a noun 
: traveling from place to place to attack others ■ Marauding 
soldiers wandered from town to town. ■ a marauding band/ 
gang of thieves ■ marauding lions 

— ma-raud-er /ma'raiday noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a band/ 
gang of marauders 

mar-ble /'moabal/ noun, pi mar«bles 

1 [noncount] : a kind of stone that is often polished and used 
in buildings and statues ■ The statue is made of marble. ■ a 
block of marble — often used before another noun ■ the mu¬ 
seum’s polished marble floor/staircase ■ a marble countertop 

2 a [count] : a little glass ball used in some children’s games ■ 
I love to play with marbles, b marbles [noncount] : a chil¬ 
dren's game played with little glass balls ■ Let’s play marbles. 
= Let’s play a game of marbles. 

lose your marbles informal + humorous : to become insane 

■ When he started ranting about how the government was 
out to get him, I thought he’d lost his marbles. [=gone crazy] 

■ He hasn’t completely lost his marbles yet. 
mar*bled /'ma^bald/ adj 

1 : made from or decorated with marble ■ The mansion has 
beautiful marbled columns. ■ a marbled hall 

2 : having markings or colors similar to marble ■ marbled 
paper 

3 of meat : having lines of fat mixed throughout ■ marbled 
beef ■ The meat was marbled with fat. 

1 march / 1 ma^f /verb marches; marched; march-lng 

1 [no obj] a : to walk with regular steps as a group : to walk 
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in the regular and organized way of soldiers ■ The band 
marched onto the field. ■ The soldiers were lined up and or¬ 
dered to begin marching. ■ Hundreds of people marched in 
the parade, b always followed by an adverb or preposition 
: to go into, out of, or through a place as an army ■ The army 
marched south to cut off the enemy’s retreat. ■ Enemy troops 
were marching on the city. [=they were coming toward the 
city to attack it] 

2 [no obj ]: to walk with a large group of people who are pro¬ 
testing or supporting something • We marched for/against 
new elections. ■ Demonstrators marched on City Hall to pro¬ 
test the war. 

3 [no obj]: to walk somewhere quickly in a direct and force¬ 
ful way ■ He marched angrily out the door. ■ I marched into 
the office and demanded an answer. ■ She marched right up 
to me and asked what was wrong. 

4 [+ obj] : to cause or force (a person) to walk somewhere ■ 
They marched the prisoners through the streets of the city. ■ 
We marched the children off to bed. [=we made the children 
go to b#d] — see also frog-march 

march on [phrasal verb ] : to go or continue onward ■ Time 
marches on. ■ Governments come and go, but civilization 
marches on. 

— march-er /'maaf?/ noun, pi -ers [count] ■ There were 
hundreds of marchers in the parade. • protest marchers 
2 march noun, pi marches 

1 [count] a : an act of walking together as an organized 
group : an act of marching ■ The soldiers were ordered to be¬ 
gin their march:, especially : an organized walk by a large 
group of people to support or protest something ■ a protest 
march • They led a march in support of affirmative action, 
b : the distance covered by marching for a specified period 
of time • The nearest town was a day’s march away. 

2 [singular] somewhat formal : forward movement or 
progress ■ the march of time/civilization ■ Time continues its 
march onward/forward. 

3 [count] : a piece of music with a strong regular beat that is 
written to be played while people are marching ■ They 
played the general’s favorite march. 

on the march 1 : marching toward a place ■ Thousands of 
troops were on the march. 2 : going forward ■ Time is on 
the march. 

steal a march on chiefly Brit : to get ahead of or win an ad¬ 
vantage over (someone) in an unexpected and clever way ■ 
He stole a march on his competitors by being the first to 
put the product on the market. 

March /'maaf/ noun, pi March-es : the third month of the 
year [noncount] in (early/middle/mid-/late) March ■ early/ 
late in March ■ We arrived on March the fourth. = (US) We 
arrived on March fourth. = We arrived on the fourth of 
March, [count] Sales are up (for) this March. • It happens ev¬ 
ery March. The saying March comes in like a lion and 
goes out like a lamb means that the month of March begins 
with bad weather and ends with good weather. — abbr. Mar. 
marching band noun, pi ~ bands [count] : a group of 
musicians who play instruments while marching together at 
a parade or sports event 
marching orders noun [plural] 

1 US : orders that tell you what to do ■ The boss called a 
meeting and gave the new employees their marching orders. 

2 Brit — used to say that someone has been ordered to leave 
a place, job, etc. ■ I was given my marching orders. = I got/re¬ 
ceived my marching orders. [=1 was fired from my job] 

Mar*di Gras /'maa'di.gra:/ noun : the Tuesday before the 
beginning of Lent that is often celebrated with parades and 
parties [noncount] We’re going to New Orleans for Mardi 
Gras, [singular] It was a Mardi Gras to remember! 
mare /"mea/ noun, pi mares [count]: an adult female horse 
mar*ga*rine /'maa-tfearan, Brit (incKcfea'riin/ noun, pi -rines 
[count, noncount] : a food that resembles butter and is made 
from vegetable oils ■ a stick of margarine 
mar*ga*ri*ta /jinaaga'riita/ noun, pi -tas [count] : an alco¬ 
holic drink made of tequila, lime or lemon juice, and an 
orange-flavored liquor 

marge /'maatfe/ noun [noncount] Brit, informal : marga¬ 
rine 

mar»ain /'maa^fean/ noun, pi -gins [count] 

1 : the part of a page that is above, below, or to the side of 
the printed part ■ Please write your name in the left/left-hand 
margin of the page. ■ a book with wide/narrow margins 

2 : the place where something (such as a piece of land) stops 
: the edge of something ■ We’ll meet at the margin [=(more 


commonly) edge] of the forest. ■ Mountains lie at the city’s 
northern/southem margins. — often used figuratively in the 
phrase on the margins or (US) on the margin ■ We are trying 
to improve medical care for poor families living on the mar¬ 
gins of society. [=poor families who are often forgotten or ig¬ 
nored by society] ■ The business has been operating on the 
margins of respectability. [=has been operating in a way that 
is not truly respectable] 

3 : an extra amount of something (such as time or space) 
that can be used if it is needed ■ a safety margin If you 
have little or no margin for/of error, it means that you need 
to be very careful not to make mistakes. If you have a great¬ 
er margin for/of error, you can be less careful. ■ We want the 
design to offer users a generous margin for error. ■ The sched¬ 
ule allows us very little margin for error. 

4 : a measurement of difference ■ The bullet missed his heart 
by a narrow/slim margin. {=the bullet narrowly missed his 
heart] ■ We lost the election by a one-vote margin. [=we lost 
the election by one vote] ■ She won by a margin of 3,000 
votes. • He was the winner by a large/considerable margin. 

A margin of error is a number or percentage that shows how 
accurate a measurement is. ■ The poll indicates that the Pres¬ 
ident is supported by 54 percent of the voters, with a margin 
of error of 3 percent. [=it is possible that as few as 51 percent 
or as many as 57 percent of the voters support the President] 

— see also profit margin » 

1 mar-gin-al /'masKfcanl/ adj 

1 a : not very important ■ a marginal problem b : very 
slight or small ■ There has been only a marginal improve¬ 
ment in her condition. 

2 : not included in the main part of society or of a group ■ 
marginal voters 

3 chiefly US : not very good ■ His reading and writing abili¬ 
ties are marginal. • She’s a marginal athlete. ■ marginal living 
conditions 

4 always used before a noun : written or printed in the mar¬ 
gin of a page ■ marginal notes 

5 Brit: able to be won or lost by changing only a few votes ■ 
At the next election the opposition parties will try to capture 
some marginal seats [-marginals] from the government. 

6 of land : just able to produce enough crops to pay for the 
cost of producing those crops ■ farmers who must eke out a 
living on marginal land(s) 

2 marginal noun, pi -als [count] Brit : a political seat, posi¬ 
tion, etc., that is won or lost by only a few votes ■ How many 
marginals changed hands at the last election? 
mar-gin-aMze also Brit mar*gin-al-ise /'maa^feanadaiz/ 
verb -iz-es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] : to put or keep (someone) 
in a powerless or unimportant position within a society or 
group ■ We are protesting policies that marginalize women. 
[=that do not allow women to have important or powerful 
positions in a society] ■ The program helps people from mar¬ 
ginalized groups/populations. 

- mar-gin-ai-i-za-tion also Brit mar-gln-al-i-sa-tion 

Amaatfeanala'zeiJ'an, Brit .maicfeana^ai'zeijan/ noun [non- 
count] 

mar*gin*aMy /'maa-cfcanali/ adv 

1 : to a small extent or degree : slightly ■ This book is 
marginally more interesting than the others. ■ Her plan was 
only marginally successful. 

2 US : almost not: barely ■ He is only marginally qualified 
for the job. 

ma*ri«a*Chi /.mari'aitfi, ,meri'a:tfi/ noun [noncount] US : a 
type of lively Mexican street music played by a band of 
trumpets and guitars —usually used before another noun • a 
mariachi band/musician 

marl-gold /'mer^gould/ noun, pi -golds [count] : a plant 
that is grown for its bright yellow or orange flowers 
mar*i*jua*na /.mera'waina/ noun [noncount] : the dried 
leaves and flowers of the hemp plant that are smoked as a 
drug 

ma-rim-ba /ma'nmba/ noun, pi -bas [count] : a wooden 
musical instrument that is similar to a xylophone 
ma«ri«na /ma'riina/ noun, pi -nas [count]: an area of water 
where privately owned boats (such as yachts) are kept 
1 mar«i*nade ^mera'neid/ noun, pi -nades : a sauce in 
which meat or fish is soaked to add flavor or to make the 
meat or fish more tender [noncount] a bottle of marinade 
[count] a variety of spicy marinades 
2 marinade verb -nades; -nad*ed; -nad-ing [+ obj ]: mari¬ 
nate 

mar*i*nate /■mera.neit/ verb -nates; -nat-ed; -nat-lng 
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: to put meat or fish in a sauce for a period of time to add fla¬ 
vor or to make the meat or fish more tender : to soak in a 
marinade [+ obj] The recipe says that you should marinate 
the chicken overnight, [no obj] The chicken should be al¬ 
lowed to marinate overnight. 

1 ma-rine /ma'rirn/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : of or relating to the sea or the plants and animals that live 
in the sea ■ marine life ■ marine animals such as dolphins and 
whales ■ a marine environment ■ marine biologists ^scien¬ 
tists who study life in the sea] 

2 : of or relating to sailing on the sea or doing business (such 
as trading) by sea ■ a marine nautical] chart ■ marine 
[=(more commonly) maritime ] law 

2 marine or Marine noun, pi -rines [count]: a member of the 
U.S. Marine Corps or the British Royal Marines ■ He is a 
former U.S. Marine. ■ The marines have landed. ■ the U.S. 
Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marines • marine barracks 
the Marines : the part of a country’s military forces that in¬ 
cludes soldiers who serve on a ship or are closely associat¬ 
ed with a naval force : the U.S. Marine Corps or the British 
Royal Marines ■ an officer in the Marines 
Marine Corps noun 

the Marine Corps : the part of the U.S. military that con¬ 
sists of soldiers who serve at sea and also on land 
mar-i-ner /■merana*/ noun, pi -ners [count] old-fashioned + 
literary : sailor 

mar-Uo-nette Amerija'nct/ noun, pi -nettes 

[count] : a puppet that is moved by pulling 
strings or wires that are attached to its body 
mar*i*tal /'merat}/ adj, always used before a 
noun : of or relating to marriage ■ They’ve 
been having marital problems/difficulties. • 
marital vows ■ They’ve enjoyed many years of 
marital bliss. [=happiness in marriage] 
marital status noun [noncount] : the state 
of being married or not married — used on 
official forms to ask if a person is married, 
single, divorced, or widowed ■ Please enter 
your marital status. ■ What is your marital sta¬ 
tus ? 

maritime / , mera,taitn/ adj 

1 : of or relating to sailing on the sea or doing 
business (such as trading) by sea ■ The coun¬ 
try’s maritime industry is an important part of its economy. ■ 
She’s an expert in maritime law. ■ a maritime museum 

2 : located near or next to the sea ■ maritime nations/prov¬ 
inces ■ the country’s maritime region 

mar-jo-ram /'ma&dsaram/ noun [noncount] : an herb that 
has a pleasant smell and is often used in cooking 
1 mark /'mask/ noun, pi marks 

1 [count] a : a small area on the surface of something that is 
dirty, damaged, etc. ■ a bum/scratch mark ■ The glass left a 
water mark on the wooden table. — see also black mark 
b : an area of something (such as an animal’s fur or skin) 
that is a different color from the area around it ■ The cat has 
white fur with some black marks on its head and tail. — see 
also BIRTHMARK, STRAWBERRY MARK, STRETCH MARKS 

2 [count] a : a written or printed shape or symbol ■ proof¬ 
reading marks — see also punctuation mark b : a sym¬ 
bol or shape on something that identifies it, shows its quality, 
etc. ■ The goldsmith’s mark is stamped on the back. — see 
also LANDMARK, POSTMARK, TRADEMARK C : a cross 
made in place of a signature by someone who cannot read 
and write ■ We read him the document and he made his mark 
on it. 

3 [count] : something that shows how someone feels about 
something : a sign or indication of something ■ He gave her 
the necklace as a mark o/his esteem. ■ They left flowers on 
the grave as a mark of respect. ■ Those extra responsibilities 
he’s giving you are a mark of confidence. [=they show that he 
has confidence in you] 

4 [count ]: a quality or trait that is typical of a particular type 
of person or thing — + of' Courtesy is the mark [^hallmark, 
sign] of a true gentleman. ■ A willingness to ask tough ques¬ 
tions is the mark of a good journalist. ■ He thinks that indeci¬ 
siveness is a mark of weakness. [=indecisiveness shows weak¬ 
ness] 

5 [count] : a number or letter that indicates how a student 
has performed in a class or on a test: grade ■ I got a good/ 
high/low mark in/for English. ■ I got a good/high/low mark 
on the spelling test. ■ She barely earned passing marks in her 
first year of college. ■ failing marks — often used figuratively 


■ I’ll give them high/top marks for honesty. [=they are very 
honest; I give them a lot of praise and credit for being hon¬ 
est] — see also full marks 

6 [singular] : a specified point or level ■ We’re at the halfway 
mark in the first period of play. ■ The population has topped 
the 1,000,000 mark. — see also high-water mark 

7 [count] : something that is aimed at or shot at: target ■ 
The arrow hit/missed/overshot the mark. • The bullet found 
Its mark. [=hit the target that was aimed for] — often used 
figuratively ■ Our fund-raising fell/was short of the mark. 
[=we did not raise as much money as we needed] 

8 [count] US : a person who is tricked into losing money or 
property ■ They proved to be easy marks for the swindler. 

9 [count] : the line or place where a race starts ■ The runners 
were told to take their marks. [=to get into position for the 
start of the race] ■ On your mark , get set, go! 

close to the mark or near the mark : fairly accurate : al¬ 
most correct ■ Their estimate was pretty close to the mark, 
leave/make a/your mark : to do something that causes you 
to be remembered : to create a lasting or strong impres¬ 
sion ■ He worked at several jobs, but he didn’t make much 
of a mark in any of them. ■ From the moment we saw her 
in action, we knew she would make her mark as a teacher. ■ 
Her kindness left its mark on her students. 
miss its/the mark : to fail or be wrong ■ Their estimates 
completely missed the mark. [=were not accurate] ■ The ad 
campaign was supposed to appeal to young people but it 
missed the mark. — see also 'mark 7 (above) 
off the mark or wide of the mark : not accurate or correct 
: not achieving the desired result ■ The results of the fund¬ 
raising were wide of the mark. ■ His efforts to console her 
were off the mark. [=his efforts to console her did not help] 
quick/slow off the mark : quick or slow to act or to under¬ 
stand something ■ As soon as the opportunity arose, he was 
Quick off the mark in exploiting it. ■ I was slow off the mark 
[=1 did not act quickly] and missed my chance. 
up to the mark : up to the usual standard of performance, 
quality, etc. : as good as usual — usually used in negative 
statements ■ I haven’t been feeling up to the mark lately. ■ 
His work hasn't been up to the mark. 

- compare 3 mark 

2 mark verb marks; marked; marking 

1 ; to make or leave a visible mark on (something) [+ obj] 
Any little bit of dirt will mark that fabric. ■ Be careful not to 
mark the floor with your shoes, [no obj] a fabric that marks 
easily [=that easily becomes dirty or stained] 

2 [+ obj] a : to write or make (a mark) ■ mark an accent on/ 
over a letter ■ She marked an "X” on each box. b : to write 
a note about (something) ■ I have marked the event on my 
calendar. ■ Mark [=jot] down these names, c : to write or 
make a mark on (something) ■ She marked each box with an 
“X.” ■ Mark that page.; also : to write on (something) in or¬ 
der to indicate what it is ■ The officials marked the document 
“Top Secret.” = The officials marked the document as top se¬ 
cret. d : to write or put a mark around or near (something) 
so that it will be easily seen or noticed ■ I’ve marked several 
items on the first page. [=I’ve put marks next to several items 
on the first page] 

3 [+ obj] a : to indicate (a location, such as a location on a 
map) with a mark or symbol ■ X marks the spot where the 
suspect was last seen. ■ I have marked (out) the best route on 
the map. b : to put something on or near (a particular 
place) in order to find it later ■ Use a bookmark to mark 
your place. ■ We put some tape on the floor to mark where 
the tables should go. c of an animal : to leave urine, feces, 
body oils, etc., in (a place) as a signal to other animals ■ The 
dog marked the base of the tree by urinating. ■ a tiger mark¬ 
ing its territory 

4 [+ obj] : to be a typical feature or quality of (someone or 
something) : characterize ■ the flamboyance that marks 
her style — often used as (be) marked ■ His artwork is 
marked by unusual uses of color. [=color is used in unusual 
ways in his artwork] ■ The adjective “paranoid” can be de¬ 
fined as “ marked by paranoia.” 

5 [+ obj] : to have a permanent and usually bad effect on 
(someone or something) ■ Her time in prison marked her for 
life. 

6 : to give a mark to (a student or a student’s work): grade 
[+ obj ] Students will be marked on their reading ability. ■ She 
spent the evening marking the students’ exams/papers, [no 
obj] She generally marks high/low. [=she generally gives 
high/low marks] — see also mark down (below) 

7 [+ obj] a : to be or occur at (a particular time) ■ This year 
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marks her 10th year with the company. [=this is her 10th 
year with the company] b : to indicate the occurrence of 
(an important event or time) ■ Her death marked the end of 
an era. [=an era ended when she died] C : to celebrate (an 
important event or time) by doing something ■ We’ll have a 
big party to mark our 50th anniversary. 

8 [+ obj] : to show that (someone or something) is special or 
different in some way » Her very first book marked her as a 
great poet. [=showed that she was a great poet] ■ She was ev¬ 
idently marked [=destined] for greatness. — see also mark 
out (below) 

mark down \phrasal verb ] 1 mark down or mark (someone 
or something) down or mark down (someone or some¬ 
thing) : to give a lower mark to (someone or something) ■ 
mark a student down for not acknowledging his sources ■ 
Your paper was well-written, but I had to mark it down 
[=give it a lower grade] for being late. ■ Some teachers 
mark down for poor penmanship. 2 mark (something) 
down or mark down (something) : to give (something) a 
lower price ■ a product marked down from $15 to $13.75 ■ 
Everything has been marked down for the sale. — see also 
MARKDOWN 

mark my words — used to tell someone to listen to and re¬ 
member what you are saying • Mark my words', nothing 
good will come of this! 

mark off {phrasal verb] mark (something) off or mark off 
(something) : to make (an area) separate with a line, fence, 
etc. ■ We marked off an area where people could wait. 
mark out [phrasal verb] 1 mark (something) out or mark out 
(something) : to draw lines around (something) so that it 
can be clearly seen • He marked out his mining claim. 2 
mark (something) out or mark out (something) : to plan the 
details of (a course of action) ■ She talked about the course 
the European Union has marked out [=mapped out ] for it¬ 
self. 3 mark (someone or something) out or mark out 
(someone or something) chiefly Brit : to show that (some¬ 
one or something) is special or different in some way ■ Her 
very first book marked her out as a great poet. [=showed 
that she was a great poet] ■ She was marked out [=destined, 
marked] for greatness. 

mark time 1 : to move your feet up and down like some¬ 
one who is marching but without moving forward ■ The 
soldiers marked time until ordered to advance. 2 : to live 
without doing much while you wait for something to hap¬ 
pen ■ I’m just marking time until I retire. 
mark up {phrasal verb] 1 mark (something) up or mark up 
(something) : to make marks and write comments in or on 
(something) ■ mark up a manuscript 2 mark (something) 
up or mark up (something) : to give (something) a higher 
price ■ a product marked up from $15 to $15.99 ■ a product 
marked up by 10 percent — see also markup 
mark you Brit, old-fashioned — used in speech to give stress 
to a statement that you are making so that a preceding or 
following statement will not be misunderstood ■ I don’t al¬ 
ways agree with him. Mark you, {-mind you] I’m not criti¬ 
cizing him! 

— see also marked 

3 mark noun, pi marks {count] : Deutsche mark 

— compare ‘mark 

mark-down / l maa>k«daun/ noun, pi -downs {count] : a re¬ 
duction in price ■ a markdown of 10 percent = a 10 percent 
markdown — see also mark down at 2 mark 
marked /'ma^kt/ adi 

1 : having a mark or a particular kind of mark ■ a marked 
card [=a playing card that has a secret mark on its back so 
that someone can see what the card is without looking at its 
face] ■ All the streets are well-marked. [=all the streets have 
signs showing their names] ■ The bird’s wings are marked 
with white. [=the bird has white marks on its wings] 

2 always used before a noun {more most ~] : very notice¬ 
able ■ He speaks with a marked accent. ■ There was a marked 
change in her attitude. ■ There’s been a marked improve¬ 
ment in the weather. ■ His current friendly manner is in 
marked contrast to his usual behavior. [=is very different 
from his usual behavior] 

a marked man/woman 1 : someone who is famous or who 
gets a lot of attention ■ Winning the race made him a 
marked man. ■ As the front-runner, the candidate has be¬ 
come a marked woman. 2 : someone who is not liked or 
trusted or who is in danger of being harmed ■ His unpopu¬ 
lar ideas made him a marked man at work. 

— mark-ed-ly /‘maa'kadli/ adv ■ markedly different opin¬ 
ions ■ The town had changed markedly. 


mark-er /'ma zrk&l noun, pi -ers {count] 

1 : something (such as a sign or an object) that shows the lo¬ 
cation of something • a grave marker 

2 : something that shows the presence or existence of some¬ 
thing ■ a marker for/of cancer ■ A person’s accent can be a 
marker of social class. 

3 : a type of pen that makes wide lines — see picture at of¬ 
fice; see also magic marker 

1 mar-ket /‘maakat/ noun, pi -kets 

1 [count] a : a place where products are bought and sold ■ a 
fish/meat/produce market • a street market ■ a country mar¬ 
ket — see also flea market b US : a store where foods 
and often household items are sold : supermarket • I 
stopped at the market on the way home for some juice. 

2 {count] a : an area (such as a country or part of a coun¬ 
try) where a product or service can be sold ■ They are trying 
to develop foreign markets for American cotton. ■ The com¬ 
pany sells mainly to the Southern market. ■ New markets are 
opening up all over the world, b : a particular type of peo¬ 
ple who might buy something * Advertisers are trying to ap¬ 
peal to the youth market. ■ targeting a more mature market ■ 
a reference work for the educational market — see also 
BLACK MARKET, BUYER’S MARKET, SELLER’S MARKET 

3 [singular]: the amount of need and desire that people have 
for a product or service — used to describe how many peo¬ 
ple want to buy something; usually + for ■ There is a good/ 
growing market for new homes. [=there are many people 
who want to buy new homes] ■ There is currently a poor/de¬ 
clining market for used cars. ■ They found a ready market for 
their products. [=they easily found many people who wanted 
to buy their products] 

4 [singular]: the available supply of workers or jobs ■ the la¬ 
bor market [=the number of workers who are available to be 
hired] ■ the job market [=the number of jobs that are avail¬ 
able for workers] 

5 [singular]: the economic activity of buying and selling that 
causes prices to become higher or lower • He believes that 
housing prices should be determined by the market without 
government interference. ■ a market-driven industry/econo¬ 
my — see also free market, single market 

6 [count] : the activity of buyers and sellers of a particular 
product • It’s not clear how these changes may affect the 
software market. 

7 [singular] : stock market ■ The market was down today 
in heavy trading. ■ He enjoys playing the market. [=actively 
buying and selling stocks in the hope of making a profit] 

— see also bear market, bull market 

in the market : looking for something in particular : inter¬ 
ested in buying or finding something ■ He hasn’t found a 
new job yet, but he is still in the market. [=he is still looking 
for a new job] — usually + for » She is in the market for a 
new house. [=she is looking for a new house to buy] ■ She’s 
in the market for a husband. 

on the market : available to be bought ■ Their house is still 
on the market. ■ The land just came on the (open) market 
last week. ■ The software will be on the market next month. 
■ They’ve decided to put their house on the market. 
[=they’ve decided to sell their house] 
price (someone) out of the market see 2 price 
2 market verb -kets; -ket-ed; -ket-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to do things that cause people to know about and want to 
buy (something) ■ The company has spent millions marketing 
the latest version of its software. ■ These products are being 
aggressively marketed to teenagers through television ads. 

— see also marketing 

2 : to offer (something) for sale in a market: SELL ■ He mar¬ 
kets his wares at craft shows. 

— mar*ket-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a leading marketer of 
software ■ She is a marketer for a publishing company. 

mar-ket-able /■maa-katabal/ adj [more most ~] : able to 
be sold ; wanted by buyers or employers ■ a marketable 
product ■ an employee with highly/very marketable skills 

— mar-ket-abil-i-ty /(ina^kata'bilati/ noun [noncount] • a 
product’s potential marketability 

market economy noun, pi -mies [count] : an economic 
system in which prices are based on competition among pri¬ 
vate businesses and not controlled by a government 
mar-ke-teer ^maa-ka^ia*/ noun, pi -teers [count] 

1 ; a person or company that sells or promotes a product or 
service ■ software marketeers [-marketers ] 

2 : a person or company that is associated with a specified 
kind of market ■ a black marketeer [=a person who sells 
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things on the black market] ■ a free marketeer [=a person 
who supports free markets] 

market forces noun [plural] : the actions of buyers and 
sellers that cause the prices of goods and services to change 
without being controlled by the government: the economic 
forces of supply and demand ■ The value of these commodi¬ 
ties is determined by market forces. 
market garden noun, pi — dens [count] Brit : truck 

FARM 

— market gardener noun, pi — ers [count] 
mar*ket*ing Ancrakatii)/ noun [noncount] : the activities 

that are involved in making people aware of a company’s 
products, making sure that the products are available to be 
bought, etc. ■ The company will increase its budget for mar¬ 
keting. ■ She has a job in marketing. ■ She runs the company’s 
marketing department. 

market-place /'maa^kat,piers/ noun, pi -plac>es 

1 [singular] : the economic system through which different 
companies compete with each other to sell their products • 
Their products must compete in the marketplace. • The com¬ 
pany has struggled to suivive in a rapidly changing market¬ 
place. 

2 [count] : a place in a town where markets are held 
market price noun [. singular ]: the price at which a product 

can be sold at a particular time 
market research noun [noncount] : research that is done 
to get information about what people want to buy, why they 
want to buy it, etc. 

— market researcher noun, pi — ers [count] 
market share noun, pi ~ shares : the percentage that a 

company has of the total sales for a particular product or 
service [noncount] The company has gained/lost market 
share in the past year, [count] companies working to in¬ 
crease/improve their market shares 
market value noun, pi ~ -ues : the price at which some¬ 
thing can be sold : the price that buyers are willing to pay for 
something [count] When he tried to sell his car he found out 
that its market value was much lower than he had expected. 
[noncount] The house sold below market value. 
mark-ing /'maakig/ noun, pi -ings [count] 

1 : a mark, shape, or word that is written or drawn on some¬ 
thing — usually plural • road markings ■ It was difficult to 
read the markings on the label. 

2 : a mark or pattern of marks on the body of an animal — 
usually plural ■ a black cat with white markings 

3 : the act or process of giving a grade to a student’s work ■ 
the marking [=(US) grading] of students’ papers 

have (all) the markings of chiefly US : to have the qualities 
or features of (something) ■ They have all the markings of a 
championship team. ■ a movie that has all the markings of 
[-has all the makings of] a big hit 
marks-man /'maaksman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] : a 
person (especially a man) who is skilled in shooting a gun at 
a target 

marks-man-ship /'marksman,Jip/ noun [noncount] : skill 
in shooting guns 

marks-wom-an /'ma^ks i wuman/ noun, pi -wom-en 

/-,wiman/ [count] : a woman who is skilled in shooting a gun 
at a target 

mark-up /'ma^k^p/ noun, pi -ups [count] : an amount 
added to the price of something : the difference between the 
cost of producing something and its selling price ■ The retail 
markup on their products is 25 percent. ■ selling used cars at 
high markups — see also mark up at 2 mark 
mar-lin PmozAzn/ noun, pi marlin or mar-lins [count] : a 
large fish that lives in the sea and that people catch for sport 

— see color picture on page C8 

mar-ma-lade /‘majHna.leid/ noun, pi -lades [count, non¬ 
count] : a sweet jelly that contains pieces of fruit ■ a jar of or¬ 
ange marmalade 

mar-mo-set /'maa^najset, Brit 'ma:m3,zEt/ noun, pi -sets 
[count]: a small monkey of South and Central America that 
has soft fur and a long tail 

mar-mot /'ma^mat/ noun, pi -mots [count] : a small animal 
of America and Europe that has short legs and that lives in 
holes that it digs in the ground 

1 ma-roon /ma'ruin/ noun [noncount] : a dark red color 

— see color picture on page C3 

— maroon adj ■ a maroon fabric 

2 maroon verb -roons; -rooned; -roon-ing [+obj] : to leave 
(someone) in a place (such as an island) that is difficult or 


impossible to get away from — usually used as (be) ma¬ 
rooned • The sailors were marooned [=stranded] on the island 
for six months. ■ She was marooned [=stuck] at the office 
without a ride home. 

marque /'ma^k/ noun, pi marques [count] : a group of 
products (such as sports cars) that are made by a particular 
company and given a particular name ■ could finally afford a 
car of a fashionable marque [-brand, make] 

1 mar-quee /maer'ki:/ noun, pi -quees [count] 

1 US a : a covered structure over the entrance to a building 
(such as a hotel or theater) b : a sign over the entrance to a 
theater that shows the name of the show, movie, play, etc., 
and the names of the main performers ■ She dreamed of see¬ 
ing her name on the theater marquee. 

2 Brit: a large tent that is set up for an outdoor event (such 
as a party) 

2 marquee adj, always used before a noun, US, informal : very 
popular and well known ■ The film features two marquee 
[-big-name, star] performers. ■ marquee athletes/events 
mar-quess /'ma^kwas/ noun, pi -quess*es [count] : a 
British nobleman who has a rank that is below a duke and 
above an earl 

mar-quis /'maa-kwas/ noun, pi -quis-es [count] : mar¬ 
quess 

mar-riaqe /'mencfe/ noun, pi -riag-es 

1 a : the relationship that exists between a husband and a 
wife [count] It was his second marriage. ■ They have a very 
happy marriage. • Her first two marriages ended in divorce. 
[noncount] She has old-fashioned ideas about marriage. ■ the 
institution of marriage - He proposed marriage to his girl¬ 
friend. [=asked his girlfriend to marry him] ■ couples living 
together before marriage • They were joined In marriage 
[=they were married] last year. ■ They are related by mar¬ 
riage. [=they are related because one of them is married to a 
family member of the other] — see also arranged mar¬ 
riage, CIVIL MARRIAGE, MARRIAGE OF CONVENIENCE, 
mixed marriage b : a similar relationship between peo¬ 
ple of the same sex [count] a same-sex marriage [noncount] 
opponents/supporters of same-sex marriage ■ gay marriage 

2 [count] : a ceremony in which two people are married to 
each other ■ Many friends and relatives were present at their 
marriage. ■ a priest who has performed many marriages 

3 [singular] : a close union of or between two things ■ a mar¬ 
riage of sweet and spicy flavors ■ a marriage of science and 
art ■ a marriage between form and function 

marriage bed see ‘bed 

mar-riage-able /'mencfcabal/ adj : able to marry or suit¬ 
able for marriage ■ a woman of marriageable age [=a woman 
who is old enough to marry] 

marriage certificate noun, pi ~ -cates [count]: a legal 
document that shows that a marriage has taken place 
marriage counseling (US ) or Brit marriage counsel¬ 
ling noun [noncount] chiefly US : help for married couples 
who have problems in their relationship • They are going to 
marriage counseling. ■ They need marriage counseling. — 
called also (Brit) marriage guidance 
marriage license noun, pi ~ -censes [count] : a legal 
document that is needed for a marriage to occur 
marriage of convenience noun, pi marriages of 
convenience [count] : a marriage made for social, politi¬ 
cal, or economic reasons and not for love — usually singu¬ 
lar; often used figuratively ■ The two companies have joined 
together in a marriage of convenience. 

1 mar-lied /'mend/ adj 

1 a : united in marriage ■ a newly/recently married couple ■ 
They are happily married with several children. ■ They’re 
planning to get married [=planning to marry] in October, b 
: having a husband or wife ■ a married man/woman ■ Is he 
married ? — often + to • He has been married to his wife for 
almost 50 years. = He and his wife have been married to each 
other for almost 50 years, c always used before a noun : of 
or relating to marriage ■ He’s enjoying married life. 

2 : very involved with something (such as a job) — + to ■ 
He’s married to his work. [=he gives all of his attention to his 
work] 

2 married noun, pi -rieds [count] informal: a married person 
— usually plural ■ Lots of young marrieds are moving into 
the neighborhood. 

married name noun, pi ~ names [count] : a married 
woman’s last name if she uses her husband’s last name as her 
own ■ She used to be Susan Brown, but her married name is 
Susan Wilson. 
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mar*row /'merou/ noun, pi -rows 

1 [noncount] : a soft substance that fills the bones of people 
and animals — called also bone marrow 

2 [count, noncount ] Brit : a large, long vegetable with dark 
green skin 

to the marrow : very much ■ We were frozen to the marrow. 
[=we were very cold] ■ The look in his eyes chilled me to 
the marrow. [=made me feel very fearful] 
mar-rv /'meri/ verb -rlos; -rled; -ry-lng 

1 : to become the husband or wife of (someone): to become 
joined with (someone) in marriage [+ obj] He married his 
college sweetheart. ■ marrying a doctor/lawyer ■ I asked her 
to marry me. • “Will you marry me?” “Yes, I will.” [no obj] 
He hopes to marry [=get married] soon. ■ She married young. 
[=she was young when she married] ■ They married for love, 
not money. 

2 [+ obj] : to perform a ceremony in which two people get 
married ■ The minister has married more than 100 couples. ■ 
They hope to have a priest marry them. ■ They were married 
by a justice of the peace. 

3 [+ obj] : to find a husband or wife for (your child) — often 
+ to • He married his daughter to his partner's son. — often + 
off • They married their son off to the daughter of a close 
friend. ■ trying to marry their children off 

4 [+ obj]: to join or combine (two things) closely ■ The de¬ 
sign marries traditional elements with/to/and modem meth¬ 
ods. 

marry Into [phrasal verb] marry Into (something) : to be¬ 
come a member of (something, such as a family, group, 
culture, etc.) by marrying someone • He married into a 
very wealthy family. [=his wife’s family is very wealthy] ■ 
She married into the upper class. 
marry money : to marry someone who is wealthy ■ My 
cousin hopes to marry money. 

Mars /'moM/ noun [singular]: the planet that is fourth in or¬ 
der from the sun 

marsh /■maadV noun, pi marsh*es : an area of soft, wet 
land that has many grasses and other plants [count] wet¬ 
lands and marshes [noncount] a wide expanse of marsh ■ 
marsh grasses 

— marshy /'maa-JV adj marsh-l-er; -est [also more ~; 
most —] ■ a wet marshy region/habitat ■ marshy ground 

1 mar-shal /'maa'JW noun, pi -shals [count] 

1 : an officer of the highest rank in some military forces 

— see also field marshal 

2 US : a federal official who is responsible for doing the 
things that are ordered by a court of law, finding and captur¬ 
ing criminals, etc. 

3 US : the head of a division of a police or fire department ■ 
a fire marshal 

4 : person who arranges and directs ceremonies or parades ■ 
a parade marshal — see also grand marshal 

2 marshal verb -shals; us -shaled or chiefly Brit -shaded; 
US -shaMng or chiefly Brit -shaMIng [+ obj] 

1 a : to arrange (a group of people, such as soldiers) in an 
orderly way • marshal the troops/forces b : to move or lead 
(a group of people) in a careful way ■ The teacher marshaled 
[= ushered] the children into the classroom. 

2 : to arrange or prepare (something, such as your thoughts 
or ideas) in a clear, effective, or organized way ■ She careful¬ 
ly marshaled her thoughts before answering the question. * 
marshal an argument 

marshland / , maa i J l laend/ noun.pl -lands : an area of soft 
and wet land : marsh [count] living near a marshland 
[noncount] one hundred acres of marshland 
marsh*maMow /'maa^fimelou, Brit ima^mselou/ noun, pi 
-lows [count, noncount] : a soft, white, sweet food made of 
sugar and eggs ■ We toasted marshmallows over the fire. 
mar-SU-pl-al /maa^smpijal/ noun, pi -als [count] : a type of 
animal (such as a kangaroo or an opossum) that carries its 
babies in a pocket of skin on the mother’s stomach 

— marsupial adj ■ a marsupial species 

mart /'moat/ noun, pi marts [count] chiefly US : a place 
where things are bought and sold : MARKET ■ an antiques 
mart 

mar-ten /'ma»tn/ noun, pi marten or mar*tens 

1 [count] : a small animal that is related to the weasel and 
has soft gray or brown fur 

2 [ noncount] : the fur of a marten 

mar-tlal /'maa-JW adj, always used before a noun : of or re¬ 
lating to war or soldiers ■ martial music ■ martial [^military] 
discipline 


martial art noun, pi ~ arts [count] : any one of several 
forms of fighting and self-defense (such as karate and judo) 
that are widely practiced as sports ■ He was trained in the 
martial arts. 

— martial artist noun, pi ~ -Ists [count] 

martial law noun [noncount]: control of an area by military 
forces rather than by the police ■ The government has im¬ 
posed/declared martial law throughout the city to stop the 
riots. ■ an area placed under martial law 
1 Mar-tlan /"maatTan/ adj, always used before a noun : of or re¬ 
lating to the planet Mars ■ the Martian landscape ■ the Mar¬ 
tian day/year 

2 Martlan noun, pi -tlans [count] : an imaginary creature in 
books, movies, etc., that lives on or comes from the planet 
Mars 

mar-tin /'ma»tn/ noun, pi -tins [count]: a small bird that is 
related to the swallows 

mar-tl-net /tmaata'net/ noun, pi -nets [count] formal : a 
person who is very strict and demands obedience from oth¬ 
ers ■ The prison’s warden was a cruel martinet. 
mar-tl-nl /ma^tiinl/ noun, pi -nls [count] : an alcoholic 
drink made with gin and vermouth ■ He ordered a martini. ■ 
a martini glass ■ a dry martini ; also : a similar drink made 
with vodka instead of gin ■ a vodka martini 
1 mar-tyr /*ma et&f noun, pi -tyrs [count] 

1 : a person who is killed or who suffers greatly for a reli¬ 
gion, cause, etc. ■ the early Christian martyrs ■ They know 
that killing him will only make a martyr out of him. [=will 
make him someone who is admired as a hero for having suf¬ 
fered or died for a cause] — sometimes + to ■ He was a mar¬ 
tyr to a noble cause. [=he died or suffered for a noble cause] 

2 disapproving : a person who pretends to suffer or who ex¬ 
aggerates suffering in order to get praise or sympathy ■ He 
enjoys playing the martyr. [=he enjoys acting like someone 
who deserves admiration or sympathy because of being bad¬ 
ly treated] 

3 : a person who suffers greatly from something (such as an 
illness) — + to ■ a martyr to rheumatism 

2 martyr verb -tyrs; -tyred; -tyr-lng [+ obj] : to Mil (some¬ 
one) for refusing to give up a belief or cause — usually used 
as (be) martyred ■ He was martyred for his religious beliefs, 
mar-tyr-dom /'mo^ta-dam/ noun, pi -doms : the suffering 
and death of a martyr [noncount] He suffered martyrdom 
[=he was martyred] for his religious beliefs, [count] religious 
martyrdoms 

1 mar-vel /'maa-vai/ noun, pi -vels [count] : someone or 
something that is extremely good, skillful, etc.: a wonderful 
or marvelous person or thing ■ That boy is a marvel ! [=won- 
der] ■ The bridge is a marvel of engineering. = The bridge is 
an engineering marvel. ■ architectural marvels 
2 marvel verb -vels; US -veled or chiefly Brit -veiled; US 
-vel-lng or chiefly Brit -vel-llng : to feel great surprise, 
wonder, or admiration [no obj] — usually + at or over ■ The 
audience marveled at the magician’s skill. ■ The doctors are 
marveling over her dramatic recovery. [+ obj] The doctors 
marveled that anyone could recover so quickly, 
mar-vel-ous ( us ) or chiefly Brit mar-vel-lous /'mo^vaias/ 
adj [more most ~]: extremely good or enjoyable : won¬ 
derful ■ We had a marvelous time at the party. ■ He has a 
marvelous way with children. ■ The weather was simply mar¬ 
velous. • a marvelous writer/book/idea 

— mar. vel-ous-ly (US) or chiefly Brit mar.veMous.ly adv 
• They all get along marvelously. ■ a marvelously entertain¬ 
ing book 

Marx-lsm /'maa-kjSizam/ noun [noncount] : the political, 
economic, and social theories of Karl Marx including the be¬ 
lief that the struggle between social classes is a major force in 
history and that there should eventually be a society in 
which there are no classes 

— Marxist /'maaksist/ adj ■ Marxist theory ■ a Marxist gov¬ 
ernment — Marxist noun, pi -Ists [count] 

mar-zl-pan /'maaza^Een/ noun [noncount] : a sweet food 
that is made with almonds, sugar, and eggs and that is often 
made into various shapes or used to cover cakes 
mas-cara /m£e*skera, Brit mse'skaira/ noun, pi -Caras 
[count, noncount] : a type of makeup used for darkening and 
thickening eyelashes — see picture at oroomino 
ITiaS-COt /'m8e,ska:t/ noun, pi -COtS [count] : a person, ani¬ 
mal, or object used as a symbol to represent a group (such as 
a sports team) and to bring good luck ■ The team had a 
mountain lion as their mascot. 
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1 mas-CU-line /'maeskjglan/ aclj 

1 [more most ~]: of, relating to, or suited to men or boys 
■ a masculine voice/perspective/name ■ The living room is 
decorated in a more masculine style than the bedroom. ■ She 
has a rather masculine [- mannish ] voice/handshake. 

— compare Feminine 

2 grammar, in some languages : of or belonging to the class 
of words (called a gender) that ordinarily includes most of 
the words referring to males ■ a masculine noun ■ “He" is a 
pronoun of the masculine gender. ■ The masculine form of 
the Spanish adjective “linda" is “lindo.” — compare ’femi¬ 
nine, ‘neuter 

— mas*cu*lin*i>ty Amaeskja'linati/ noun [noncount\ • tradi¬ 
tional ideas about femininity and masculinity 

2 masculine noun, pi -lines [count] grammar, in some lan¬ 
guages : a word or form of the masculine gender • The mas¬ 
culine of the Spanish adjective “linda” is “lindo.” 

1 mash /'m£eJ7 verb mash-es; mashed; mash-ing [+ obj] 
: to make (something, such as a type of food) into a soft 
mass by beating it or crushing it • She mashed (up) the pota¬ 
toes/carrots. ■ mashing fruit for the baby ■ She fed the baby 
some mashed carrots. ■ For dinner we had steak with green 
beans and mashed potatoes, [^potatoes that have been 
boiled and then mashed] 

2 mash noun [noncount] 

1 : a wet mixture of crushed malt or grain that is used in 
making alcoholic drinks (such as beer and whiskey) 

2 : a soft mixture of grains used as food for animals 

3 Brit, informal : mashed potatoes • bangers and mash 
mash*er /■mse/a-/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a tool that is used 

for mashing food • a potato masher 
mash note noun, pi ~ notes [count] US, informal : a note 
or letter that expresses love or affection for the person who 
receives it ■ Her glowing review of his performance reads like 
a mash note from a lovesick fan. 

1 mask /'maesk, Brit 'ma:sk/ 
noun, pi masks [count] 

1 : a covering for your face 
or for part of your face: such 
as a : a covering used to 
hide or disguise your face ■ a 
Halloween mask ■ Everyone 
wore costumes and masks to 
the dance. ■ The robbers 
wore masks, b : a covering 
used to protect your face or 
cover your mouth ■ Doctors 
wear surgical masks in the 
operating room. ■ a (base¬ 
ball) catcher’s mask — see 
picture at scuba diving; see 
also FACE MASK. GAS MASK, 

OXYGEN MASK, SKI MASK 

2 : a way of appearing or behaving that is not true or real — 
usually singular ■ Her anger and resentment were hidden be¬ 
hind a mask of friendship. [=she pretended to be friendly but 
was really angry and resentful] 

2 mask verb masks; masked; mask-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to hide (something) from sight • The house was masked 
by trees. 

2 : to keep (something) from being known or noticed • She 
masked [=hid\ her anger with a smile. ■ They tried to mask 
their real purpose. ■ She tried using perfume to mask the bad 
odor. 

masked /'mseskt, Brit 'ma:skt/ adj 

1 : wearing a mask ■ The bank was held up by masked rob¬ 
bers. ■ The dancers were masked. 

2 always used before a noun : done by or involving people 
who wear masks ■ a masked ball [=a formal party for dancing 
at which people wear masks] ■ a masked dance 

masking tape noun [noncount] : a type of tape that is 
sticky on one side and that has many different uses (such as 
to cover an area when you are painting near it) 
mas-och-ism /'mEesa^izam/ noun [noncount ]: enjoyment 
of pain : pleasure that someone gets from being abused or 
hurt; especially : sexual enjoyment from being hurt or pun¬ 
ished — compare sadism 

— maS'OCh-ist /'msesakist/ noun, pi -ists [count] ■ sexual 
masochists — mas*och«is-tic Amsesa'kistik/ adj • mas¬ 
ochistic tendencies/behavior — mas*och-is-ti*cal.|y 
/,m£es3'kistikli/ adv 

ma.son /'meisn/ noun, pi -sons [count] 


1 : a skilled worker who builds or works with stone, brick, 
or concrete — see also stonemason 

2 Mason : freemason 

Ma-SOn-ic /ma'saiuk/ adj : of or relating to Freemasons or 
Freemasonry • a Masonic temple . 
ma-son jar or Ma*son jar /'meisp-/ noun, pi - jars 
[count] US : a glass jar that has a wide opening and that is 
usually used in preserving fruits or vegetables 
ma-son-ry /'meisnri/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the stone, brick, or concrete used to build things ■ a 
structure built of masonry • blocks of masonry ■ a masonry 
wall 

2 : work done using stone, brick, or concrete : work done 
by a mason ■ skillful masonry 

3 Masonry : freemasonry 

masque /'maesk, Brit 'maisk/ noun, pi masques [count] : a 
type of play that was performed in the 16th and 17th centu¬ 
ries by actors wearing masks 
1 mas-quer-ade Amseska’reid/ noun, pi -ades [count] 

1 : a party at which people wear masks and often costumes 

2 : a way of appearing or behaving that is not true or real ■ 
Their happy marriage was all just a masquerade. [= charade ] ■ 
She could not keep up the masquerade any longer. 

2 masquerade verb -ades; -ad*ed; -ad-ing [no obj] : to 
pretend to be someone or something else ■ He was masquer¬ 
ading under a false name. — usually + as ■ The movie is 
about a spy who masquerades as a salesman. ■ a man mas¬ 
querading as a woman 
- mas-quer-ad-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 mass /'mass/ noun, pi mass>es 

1 [count] : a usually large amount of a substance that has no 
particular shape • The slush froze into an icy mass. ■ a cold 
air mass ■ rock masses — often + of ■ a mass of metal/clay/ 
dough ■ masses of floating ice — see also body mass index, 
CRITICAL MASS, LANDMASS 

2 a [count] : a large number or amount of something • The 
plant produces a (great/large/huge) mass of blossoms every 
spring. = The plant produces masses of blossoms every 
spring. ■ a mass of data/information b [count] : a large num¬ 
ber of people • A great mass of voters turned out for the elec¬ 
tion. ■ The team was greeted by a mass [=crowd] of fans. • The 
war has forced masses of people to flee their homes. C 
masses [plural] Brit, informal : a large amount of something 
• Don’t worry: we’ve still got masses [=lots] of time. 

3 the masses : the ordinary or common people ■ His films 
are not intended to appeal to the masses. ■ the needs of the 
masses • a politician who is popular with the masses ■ trying 
to reach the masses 

4 [noncount] physics : the quantity of matter in something ■ a 
star’s mass 

the mass of : the main part of (something) ■ 7 he mass of the 
iceberg [=the largest part of the iceberg] is below the sur¬ 
face of the water. ■ His policies are supported by the (great/ 
broad) mass of the people. [=by most of the people] 
2 mass verb masses; massed; mass*inq : to form or gath¬ 
er into a large group [no obj] A large crowd of demonstra¬ 
tors massed outside the courthouse. ■ Clouds were massing 
on the horizon. [+ obj The generals massed their troops. 
3 maSS adj, always used before a noun : involving, affecting, or 
designed for many people ■ mass demonstrations ■ weapons 
of mass destruction ■ mass murder ■ a mass murderer ■ mass 
hysteria ■ Television is a mass medium. ■ a mass market 
Mass noun, pi Mass-es 

1 : a Christian ceremony especially in the Roman Catholic 
Church in which people eat bread and drink wine represent¬ 
ing the body and blood of Jesus Christ [noncount] They at¬ 
tend Mass every Sunday. • a priest’s duty to say/celebrate 
Mass [count] Sunday Masses are held at three different 
times. 

2 [count] : music written for the parts of a Mass 
1 mas*sa-cre /'maesik &/ noun, pi -sa>cres 

1 : the violent killing of many people [count] a massacre of 
civilians ■ bloody massacres [noncount] evidence of massa¬ 
cre 

2 [count] informal : a game or competition in which one per¬ 
son or team easily defeats another ■ The game turned out to 
be a complete massacre. 

2 massacre verb -sa*cres; -sa-cred; -sa-cring [+ obj] 

1 : to violently kill (a group of people) : slaughter • Hun¬ 
dreds have been massacred in the uprising. 

2 informal : to easily defeat (someone or something) ■ The 
other team really massacred us on Saturday. 
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3 : to do (something) very badly : to ruin (something) be¬ 
cause of lack of skill • He really massacred that song. 
1 mas«sage /ma'scus, Brit 'm 2 e,sa: 3 / noun, pi -sag*es : the 
action of rubbing or pressing someone’s body in a way that 
helps muscles to relax or reduces pain in muscles and joints 
[count] She gave him a neck massage. ■ a facial/foot massage 
[noncount] using massage to help relax ■ a massage therapist ■ 
massage therapy 

2 massage verb -sages; -saged; -sag-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to rub or press (someone’s body) in a way that helps mus¬ 
cles to relax or reduces pain in muscles and joints : to give a 
massage to (someone or a part of someone’s body) ■ She 
massaged his back. ■ He massaged his forehead. ■ She mas¬ 
saged her leg until the numbness was gone. 

2 : to change (numbers, data, etc.) in a dishonest way in or¬ 
der to deceive people ■ Researchers of the drug have been ac¬ 
cused of massaging [= manipulating ] the data to make it ap¬ 
pear to be more effective than it really is. 

massage someone’s ego : to say things that make some¬ 
one feel important and proud ■ He gained the friendship of 
powerful politicians by massaging their egos. 
massage parlor ( US) or Brit massage parlour noun, pi 
~ -lors [count] 

1 : a place where people pay to be given a massage 

2 : a place that is supposed to be for massages but where 
people pay to have sex 

mas-seur /mse'sa'/ noun, pi -seurs [count] : a man whose 
job is to give massages 

mas-seuse /mse'saz/ noun,pi- seus-es [count ]: a woman 
whose job is to give massages 
mas-sive /'msesiv/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : very large and heavy ■ The fort had massive walls. ■ mas¬ 
sive furniture ■ the dog’s massive head/jaw ■ stars more mas¬ 
sive than the sun 

2 a : large in amount or degree ■ A massive effort will be re¬ 
quired to clean up the debris. ■ You can find a massive 
amount of information on the Internet. ■ The stunt received 
massive publicity. ■ a massive collection of baseball cards b 
: very severe • a massive heart attack ■ a massive stroke 

— mas*si ve-ly adv ■ a massively built structure ■ a massively 
popular actor [=an extremely popular actor] — mas-sive- 
ness noun [noncount] • the castle’s sheer massiveness 

mass media noun [plural] : the radio stations, television 
stations, and newspapers through which information is com¬ 
municated to the public • an event that has attracted a lot of 
attention from the mass media ■ the dissemination of news 
by mass media ■ The mass media have ignored this important 
issue. — sometimes used with a singular verb ■ The mass me¬ 
dia has ignored this important issue, 
mass noun noun, pi ~ nouns [count] grammar : non¬ 
count noun 

mass—pro-duce /.msespra'duis, Brit ,maespr3'dju:s/ verb 
-duc-es; -duced; -dueling [+ obj] : to produce very large 
amounts of (something) usually by using machinery ■ The 
company has begun mass-producing computer chips. 

— mass-produced adj ■ mass-produced foods/fumiture 
— mass production noun [noncount] • the mass produc¬ 
tion of computer chips 

mass transit noun [noncount] chiefly US : the system that 
is used for moving large numbers of people on buses, trains, 
etc. ■ The mayor is trying to encourage more commuters to 
use mass transit in order to alleviate traffic in the city. — 
called also public transit 

mast /'msest, Brit ■ma.st/ noun, pi masts [count] 

1 : a long pole that supports the sails of a boat or ship — see 
picture at boat 

2 : a tall pole that supports or holds something (such as a 
flag) — see also half-mast 

1 mas-ter /■msestas Brit 'ma.sta/ noun, pi -ters 

1 [count] : someone who has control or power over others: 
such as a : someone (especially a man) who has a servant 
or slave ■ As a slave he was required to do his master's bid¬ 
ding without question, b : someone (especially a man) who 
owns a pet (such as a dog) ■ The dog was always obedient to 
its master, c formal : the male head of a household ■ the 
master and mistress of the house d : a man who is in charge 
of the people on a ship ■ a ship’s master 

2 [count] : a person who has control of something — usually 
+ of ■ He was the master o/his feelings. [=he was able to con¬ 
trol his own feelings] ■ She proved herself (to be) master of 
the situation. ■ We are the masters of our own destiny. 

3 [count] : a person who has become very skilled at doing 


something ■ She is a master of her craft. ■ a chess master • a 
Dutch master [=one of the great Dutch painters of the past] 

— often + at ■ He is a master at manipulating people. — see 
also GRAND MASTER, PAST MASTER 

4 a [count] old-fashioned : a male teacher — see also head¬ 
master, schoolmaster b Master — used as a title for 
the male head of certain British colleges ■ He was Master of 
Balliol. 

5 [count] : a person who has received a master’s degree ■ a 
master of arts 

6 [count] : an original version of something (such as a re¬ 
cording) from which copies can be made 

7 Master formal + old-fashioned — used as a title for a boy 
who is too young to be called Mister • Master Timothy 
jack-of-all-trades, master of none see jack-of-all- 

TRADES 

serve two masters see 1 serve 
2 master adj, always used before a noun 

1 : highly skilled ■ a master carpenter/electrician ■ a master 
storyteller ■ a master chef 

2 : largest or most important ■ the house’s master bedroom/ 
bathroom ■ the network’s master computer 

3 — used to describe an original version from which other 
copies can be made ■ a master tape recording ■ the master 
copy 

3 master verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to succeed in controlling (something, such as an emo¬ 
tion) ■ He mastered [=overcame] his fear. ■ master a desire 

2 : to learn (something) completely : to get the knowledge 
and skill that allows you to do, use, or understand (some¬ 
thing) very well ■ She mastered French in college. ■ He is de¬ 
termined to master every aspect of the business. 

mas-ter-ful /'mgesta'fal, Brit ‘maistafal/ adj [more most 
~] 

1 : able to take control of people or situations ■ a masterful 
commander ■ His manner was masterful and abrupt. 

2 : very skillful ■ a masterful [-masterly] performance/trans¬ 
lation ■ a masterful work of art ■ He did a masterful job of 
staying out of trouble. 

— mas-ter-ful-ly adv • The chairman walked masterfully 
into the meeting. ■ The book was masterfully translated. 

master key noun, pi ~ keys [count] : a key that can be 
used to open many locks (such as all the door locks in a 
building) 

mas-ter-ly /'msestali, Brit 'mcr.stali/ adj : showing great skill 
: very skillful • He deserves congratulations for the masterly 
[-masterful] way in which he handled the crisis. ■ a masterly 
performance ■ She did a masterly job of organizing the con¬ 
ference. 

1 mas*ter«mind /'mgesta^maind,/?/?'* 'moists,maind/ noun,pi 
-minds [count] : a person who plans and organizes some¬ 
thing ■ He is considered (to be) the mastermind of the team's 
winning strategy. ■ a criminal mastermind ■ the mastermind 
behind the terrorist plot 

2 mastermind verb -minds; -mind-ed; -mind-ing [+ objl 
: to plan and organize (something): to be the mastermind of 
(something) ■ They masterminded a unique solution to the 
problem. ■ He masterminded the bank robbery, 
master of ceremonies noun, pi masters of ceremo¬ 
nies [count] : a person who introduces guests, speakers, or 
performers at a formal event ■ The master of ceremonies in¬ 
troduced the guest of honor. — called also (US) emcee, MC 
mas-ter-piece /'masstaipiis, Brit 'moists,pi:s/ noun, pi 
-piec-es [count] 

1 : a great book, painting, piece of music, movie, etc. ■ a lit¬ 
erary/cinematic masterpiece ■ The painting was immediately 
recognized as a masterpiece .; also : the best book, painting, 
piece of music, movie, etc., by a particular person • Herman 
Melville’s masterpiece was Moby-Dick. 

2 : something done with great skill ■ a masteipiece of plan¬ 
ning ■ Her study of apes is a masterpiece. 

master plan noun, pi ~ plans [count] : a detailed plan for 
doing something that will require a lot of time and effort ■ 
He has a master plan for becoming a millionaire, 
master’s noun, pi master’s [count] informal : master’s 
DEGREE ■ She has a master’s in biology, 
master’s degree noun, pi ~ -grees [count] : a degree 
that is given to a student by a college or university usually af¬ 
ter one or two years of additional study following a bache¬ 
lor’s degree 

maS'ter-WOrk /'maesta,w^k, Brit 'moists,wsik/ noun, pi 



1005 


mastery • mate 


-works [count]: a great work of art: masterpiece ■ a mu¬ 
sical masterwork 

mas*tery /'msestari, 'mcustari/ noun 

1 : knowledge and skill that allows you to do, use, or under¬ 
stand something very well : command — usually + of 
[noncount] We were impressed by her mastery of the subject. 
[singular] She achieved a complete mastery of French. 

2 [noncount] : complete control of something ■ He struggled 
to gain mastery of/over his fears. 

mast*head /'m£est,hcd, Brit 'maistjhcd/ noun, pi -heads 
[count] 

1 : the top of a ship’s mast 

2 : the name of a newspaper shown on the top of the first 
page 

mas*ti*cate /'m<est3,keit/ verb -cates; -cat-ed; -cat*ing 

technical: to chew (food) [+ obj] The cows were masticating 
their food, [no obj] masticating cows 

— mas-ti-ca-tion /(msesta'keijan/ noun [noncount] 
mas*tiff /'msestaf/ noun, pi -tiffs [count] : a type of large, 

powerful dog 

maS*tO*don /'m£est3,da:n/ noun, pi -dons [count] : a type 
of animal that was related to the mammoth and that lived in 
ancient times 

mas*tur*bate /'mzesta^beit/ verb -bates; -bat*ed; -bat¬ 
ing [no obj] : to touch or rub your own sexual organs for 
sexual pleasure 

— mas-tur-ba-tion /jmsesta^beijan/ noun [noncount] 
— mas*tur*ba*to*ry / , m£esta'b3,tori, Brit ,m£est3*beit3ri/ 
adj ■ masturbatory fantasies 

mat /‘mast/ noun, pi mats [count] 

1 a : a small piece of material used to cover the floor or 
ground ■ Be sure to wipe your dirty feet on the mat [-door¬ 
mat] before you enter the house. — see also bath mat, 
welcome mat b : a small piece of material used to pro¬ 
tect the surface of a table ■ She set the hot plate on the mat. 

— see also place mat, table mat c : a thick pad that is 
used as a soft surface for some activities (such as wrestling, 
gymnastics, yoga, etc.) 

2 : a thick mass of something that is stuck or twisted togeth¬ 
er — usually + of* a thick mat of vegetation/hair 

go to the mat chiejly US, informal : to make a lot of effort 
to do something : to try very hard at something ■ They 
went to the mat to protect the program. ■ She’ll go to the 
mat for you. [=she will do everything she can to help you] 
mat*a*dor /'maetSidoay noun, pi -dors [count] : the person 
who has the major part in a bullfight and who kills the bull 
1 match /'msetf/ noun, pi match*es 

1 [singular] : someone or something that is equal to or as 
good as another person or thing • He was no match for his 
opponent. [=his opponent was able to defeat him easily] ■ He 
was more than a match for his opponent. [=he defeated his 
opponent easily] ■ She knew after the first game that she had 
met her match. [=knew that her opponent was as good as she 
was and could defeat her] ■ a politician who has finally met 
his match 

2 [singular] a : two people or things that are suited to each 
other ■ The curtains and carpet are a good/perfect match 
(for each other). ■ Deborah and Brad are/make a good 
match. ■ Everyone thought that they were a match made in 
heaven. [=two people perfectly suited to each other] b 
: someone or something that is suited to another person or 
thing — usually + for • She found a sweater that was a nice 
match for her skirt. ■ He was a good match for her because 
they shared the same interests. 

3 [count] : a contest between two or more players or teams ■ 
a soccer match [=game] • a chess match • He lost a close 
match against a tough opponent. ■ a tennis/boxing match — 
sometimes used figuratively ■ He got into a shouting match 
with his neighbor. = [Brit) He got into a slanging match with 
his neighbor. [=he and his neighbor were angrily shouting at 
each other] ■ They got into a shoving match. [=they were an¬ 
grily shoving each other] — see also RETURN MATCH, grudge 
match at ‘grudge 

— compare 3 MATCH 

2 match verb matches; matched; match-ing 

1 a : to be suited to (someone or something) : to go well 
with (someone or something) [+ obj] The curtains match the 
carpet perfectly. = The curtains and the carpet match each 
other perfectly. ■ This color matches your skin tone. • She 
was wearing a beautiful skirt, but her sweater didn’t match 
it. ■ The upbeat music matched her mood, [no obj] The cur¬ 
tains and carpet don't match. [=go together] • Her skirt and 


sweater matched perfectly. ■ Do these colors match ? ■ (< chiefly 
US) a wine that matches (up) well with rich foods ■ He’s a 
large man with hands to match. [=a large man with large 
hands] b : to have the same appearance, color, etc. [no obj] 
The pillows on the couch all match. ■ Your socks don’t 
match. [+ obj] Your socks don’t match each other. 

2 [+ obj] : to make or see a connection or relationship be¬ 
tween (two people or things) ■ The children matched (up) the 
names of the animals to the correct pictures. — often + with 
■ My mom is always trying to match me up with her friends’ 
daughters. — see also mix and match at ‘mix 

3 : to be in agreement with (something) [+ obj] The descrip¬ 
tion matches [=/?&] him closely. ■ His story doesn’t match the 
facts, [no obj] Their stories didn’t match (up). [=their stories 
didn’t agree with each other] ■ His story doesn’t match (up) 
with the facts. 

4 a : to be the equal of (something or someone) : to be as 
good as (something or someone) [+ obj] Nothing will ever 
match the sheer excitement of that game. = Nothing will ever 
match that game in/for sheer excitement. ■ The movie didn’t 
match our expectations. [=the movie was not as good as we 
expected it to be] ■ Nobody can match him at golf. [=no one 
is as good as he is at playing golf]« The car has a record of re¬ 
liability that’s hard to match. ■ His talents are matched only 
by his ego. • The company’s growth has been matched by the 
increase in its political influence. ■ I’ve never seen anything 
to match this spectacle. ■ The two runners were matching 
each other stride for stride. ■ It was a close game between 
two evenly matched teams. [=two teams that are equally 
good] [no obj] The concert didn’t match up to [-equal, meet] 
our expectations, b [+ obj] : to provide, produce, or do 
something that is equal to (something else) ■ We were unable 
to match their offer. ■ The company will match employee 
contributions to the insurance plan. ■ An anonymous donor 
has promised to match the first $10,000 donated to the char¬ 
ity. ■ He could never hope to match his brother’s success. 

5 [+ obj] : to place (someone or something) in competition 
against another — often + against ■ They were matched 
against each other in the first round of the play-offs. — often 
+ with • The game will match last year’s champions with their 
leading rivals. 

6 [+ obj] : to compare (something) with something else — 
usually + against ■ The fingerprints were matched against 
those stored in the computer. 

— matching adj, always used before a noun ■ She was wear¬ 
ing a dark blue skirt with/and a matching sweater. ■ match¬ 
ing colors 

3 match noun, pi matches [count] : a short, thin piece of 
wood or thick paper with a special tip that produces fire 
when it is scratched against something else ■ light a match ■ a 
book/box of matches — compare ‘match 
match-book /'m£etf,buk/ noun, pi 
-books [count] : a small folder that 
contains rows of matches 
matCh*bOX /'mgetf.baiks/ noun, pi 
-box*es [count] : a small box for 
matches 

match-less /'mgetflas/ adj : having 
no equal : better than all others ■ The 
museum has a matchless collection of 
paintings. • matchless beauty 
match*mak-er /'mset^meika 1 / noun, 
pi -ers [count] : a person who tries to 
bring two people together so that they will marry each other 

— match-mak*ing /'m 2 etf,meikir)/ noun [noncount] 
match point noun, pi ~ points 

1 : a situation in tennis in which one player or team can win 
the match by winning the next point [count] He won with an 
ace on his second match point, [noncount] He won with an 
ace on/at match point. 

2 [count] : the final point that must be won to win a match in 
tennis — compare GAME POINT 

match-stick /'maetf,stik/ noun, pi -sticks [count] : the 
wood or paper part of a match ■ Cut the peppers into pieces 
the size of matchsticks. 

1 mate /'meit/ noun, pi mates 

1 [count] : a person who lives with you, works in the same 
place as you, etc. — usually used in combination with anoth¬ 
er noun ■ We have been office mates for 10 years. [=we have 
worked together in the same office for 10 years] — see also 
CLASSMATE, FLATMATE, HOUSEMATE, PLAYMATE, ROOM¬ 
MATE, RUNNING MATE, SCHOOLMATE, SEATMATE, SHIP- 
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MATE, SOUL MATE, STABLEMATE, TABLEMATE, TEAMMATE, 
WORKMATE 

2 [count] : either one of a pair of animals that are breeding ■ 
One bird remains at the nest while its mate hunts for food. 

3 [count] chiefly US : a person’s husband, wife, or romantic 
or sexual partner • He was finding it difficult to find a mate. ■ 
an ideal mate 

4 [count] chiefly US, informal : either one of a pair of objects 
■ I can’t find the mate to this glove. 

5 [count] : an officer on a ship who has a rank below the cap¬ 
tain ■ a first/second/third mate 

6 [count] chiefly Brit, informal : a friend ■ Me and a couple of 
mates of mine went round to the pub. ■ She and I have been 
best mates for ages. — often used as a friendly way for one 
man to address another man ■ Got a light, mate ? 

7 [count] chiefly Brit : an assistant or helper ■ a plumber’s 
mate - an electrician’s mate 

8 [noncount] : checkmate 
2 mate verb mates; mat-ed; mat-ing 

1 a [no obj] of animals : to have sexual activity in order to 
produce young ■ This species of bird mates in early spring. ■ 
The male mated with the female. = The male and the female 
mated. • a mating call/ritual ■ the mating season [=the time 
of year when an animal mates] * These birds mate for life. 
[=they form pairs and stay together throughout their lives] 
b [+ obj ] : to bring (animals) together so that they will breed 
and produce young ■ Researchers mated two different kinds 
of mice. ■ mating a male dog to/with a female 

2 [+ obj] : to join or connect (things) together ■ The stereo 
sounds best when it is mated to/with high-quality speakers. 

1 ma*te«ri»al /ma'tirijal/ noun, pi -als 

1 a : a substance from which something is made or can be 
made [count] building materials ■ paper, plastic, or other 
materials [noncount] small pieces of material ■ hard material 
like stone — see also raw material b : a substance that 
has a particular quality [count] a sticky material ■ explosive 
materials [noncount] genetic material 

2 : something used in doing a particular activity [count] — 
usually plural ■ writing/reference materials [noncount] She 
was never without reading material. 

3 [noncount] : cloth or fabric ■ The curtains required yards 
of expensive material. 

4 [noncount] : information or ideas ■ He has been gathering 
material for a new biography. ■ The revised edition includes 
a large amount of new material. ■ The comedian gets his ma¬ 
terial from things that have happened to him. 

5 [noncount] : a person who is suited to a particular position 
or job • Her boss regards her as executive material. [=as 
someone who would make a good executive] ■ My parents 
never felt that I was college material. [=that I was someone 
who should go to college] 

z material adj 

1 always used before a noun a : relating to or made of mat¬ 
ter : physical ■ the material world ■ material objects b 
: physical rather than spiritual or intellectual ■ He is con¬ 
cerned only with his own material comforts/needs. ■ material 
goods/possessions/rewards/wealth 

2 formal : having real importance ■ The researchers included 
all data that was material. • material facts — often + to ■ The 
evidence is not material [= relevant ] to the case. — opposite 

IMMATERIAL 

— ma-te-rl-al-ly adv ■ The organization contributes materi¬ 
ally to the efforts for peace. ■ a materially rich but spiritu¬ 
ally poor culture 

ma-te-ri-al-ism /ma'tirijajizam/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a way of thinking that gives too much importance to ma¬ 
terial possessions rather than to spiritual or intellectual 
things ■ the materialism of modem society 

2 philosophy : the belief that only material things exist 

— ma-te-rl-aMst /ma'tirijalist/ noun, pi -ists [count] ■ a 
greedy materialist — ma>te*ri-al-is»tlc /ma.tirijs'listik/ 
adj [more — most ~] ■ She is spoiled and very materialistic. 
■ a materialistic culture/society 

ma-te*rl-aMze also Brit ma«te-ri«aMse /ma'tirijadaiz/ 
verb -iz-es; -ized; -iz*ing [no obj] 

1 : to become visible : to appear especially in a sudden or 
magical way ■ A waiter suddenly materialized beside our ta¬ 
ble. ■ Rain clouds materialized on the horizon. 

2 : to begin to happen or exist: to occur or become real — 
usually used in negative statements • The bad weather we 
had worried about never materialized. ■ The money they 
promised us has so far failed to materialize. 


— ma*te*ri-al*i*za-tion /ma^irijata'zeijan, Brit m3,ti3ri3- 
jlai'zeijan/ noun [noncount] 

ma-te*ri«el or US ma-te-rl«el /ma^iri'el/ noun [noncount] 
: equipment and supplies used by soldiers ■ weapons and 
other materiel 
ma-ter-nal /ma'tanal/ adj 

1 a : of or relating to a mother : motherly • maternal love 
■ maternal feelings/instincts b always used before a noun 
: of or relating to a woman who is having a baby ■ Doctors 
are concerned about the effects of the drug on maternal 
health. ■ maternal smoking 

2 always used before a noun : related through the mother ■ 
his maternal grandparents [=the parents of his mother] ■ a 
maternal aunt/uncle — compare paternal 

— ma»ter«naMy adv ■ She smiled at them maternally. • ma¬ 
ternally inherited genes 

1 ma-ter*ni-ty /ma'ta'nsti/ noun [noncount] : the state of be¬ 
ing a mother : motherhood — compare paternity 
2 matemity adj, always used before a noun 

1 : designed to be worn by a woman who is pregnant ■ ma¬ 
ternity clothes ■ a maternity dress 

2 : relating to the time when a woman gives birth to a baby ■ 
maternity pay • The company granted her maternity leave. 
[=time off to take care of a newborn child] 

3 — used to refer to an area in a hospital where women who 
are giving birth to babies are cared for ■ a maternity unit/ 
ward 

1 mat*ey /'meiti/ adj mat-i-er; -est [also more most ~ ] 
Brit, informal : friendly • a boss who is matey with his staff 
2 matey noun [singular] Brit, informal + sometimes impolite — 
used as a way for one man to address another man ■ Listen, 
matey , I’m not putting up with that anymore! 
math /'maeO/ noun [noncount] US : mathematics ■ She’s al¬ 
ways been good at math. [=(Brit) maths] 
math-e*mat*l-cal AmaeBa'msetikal/ adj 

1 : of, relating to, or involving mathematics ■ a mathematical 
problem/equation/formula • a mathematical genius 

2 : very exact or complete ■ They recorded the changes with 
mathematical precision. ■ The results can be predicted with 
mathematical [=s absolute ] certainty. 

3 : possible but very unlikely ■ The team has only a mathe¬ 
matical chance of making the play-offs. 

— math-e-mat-i-cal-ly /^seGa'maetikli/ adv ■ mathemati¬ 
cally precise ■ She solved the problem mathematically. ■ a 
mathematically inclined person 

math-e*ma-ti-cian AmseGama'tiJan/ noun, pi -clans 
[count] : a person who is an expert in mathematics 
math«e«mat»iCS AmaeGa'maetiks/ noun [noncount] : the 
science of numbers, quantities, and shapes and the relations 
between them ■ Algebra, arithmetic, calculus, geometry, and 
trigonometry are branches of mathematics. • She has a de¬ 
gree in mathematics. • a professor of mathematics • Mathe¬ 
matics is my favorite subject. — often used before another 
noun • a mathematics teacher ■ the mathematics department 
at the university 

maths /'maeGs/ noun [noncount] Brit ; mathematics ■ being 
tested in English and maths [=(£/£) math] 
mat*i*nee or mat-i-n6e /iinaetQ'nei, Brit 'maet3,nei/ noun, 
pi -nees or -n6es [count] : a play, movie, etc., that is per¬ 
formed or shown in the afternoon 
matinee idol noun, pi ~ idols [count] somewhat old- 
fashioned *. a handsome male actor who is popular with 
women 

ma-tri*arch /'meitr^a^k/ noun, pi -archs [count] : a wom¬ 
an who controls a family, group, or government ■ Our grand¬ 
mother was the family’s matriarch. ■ The tribe’s matriarch 
ruled for 20 years before her death. — compare patriarch 

— ma*tri*ar»chal Ameitri'a^kal/ adj ■ matriarchal societies 
[=societies that are controlled by women] 

ma-tri-ar-chy /'meitriiCi^ki/ noun, pi -chies 

1 [count] : a family, group, or government controlled by a 
woman or a group of women ■ For 20 years, the country was 
ruled as a matriarchy. ■ ancient matriarchies 

2 [noncount] : a social system in which family members are 
related to each other through their mothers ■ a region in 
which matriarchy is practiced — compare patriarchy 

matrices plural of matrix 

ma-tri*cide /'maetr3,said/ noun, pi -cides [count] : the act 
of murdering your own mother —compare fratricide, 

PATRICIDE 

ma-tric-u-late /ma'tnkja.leit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -lat- 
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ing [no obj) formal : to become a student at a school and es¬ 
pecially in a college or university ■ She matiiculated in/at the 
college and began (to take) classes in the fall. 

— ma-tric-u-la-tion /ma^nkja'leijan/ noun [noncount] 
mat*ri-mo*nial /imsetra'mounijal/ adj, always used before a 

noun, formal : of or relating to marriage ■ They took their 
matrimonial vows in the spring. [=they got married in the 
spring] ■ matrimonial [=(more commonly) marital, marriage] 
problems/troubles ■ matrimonial lawyers [=lawyers who spe¬ 
cialize in marriage and divorce] 
mat-ri-mo-ny /■msetra.mouni/ noun [noncount] formal 
: the joining together of a man and woman as husband and 
wife : marriage ■ two people joined in matrimony ■ They 
were united in (the bonds of) holy matrimony [=they were 
married in a religious ceremony] on the first of May. 
ma-trix /‘meitriks/ noun, pi -trbces /-tre,si:z/ also -trix*es 
/-tnksaz/ [count] technical 

1 : something (such as a situation or a set of conditions) in 
which something else develops or forms ■ the complex social 
matrix in which people live their lives 

2 : something shaped like a pattern of lines and spaces ■ The 
wires all crossed each other and formed a matrix. 

3 : a container that can be filled with a material (such as 
very hot metal) to give the material a new shape : mold ■ a 
matrix used for making knives 

4 : rock in which something hard (such as a diamond or a 
fossil) has been formed ■ pieces of light blue turquoise in a 
dark matrix 

5 : the area on a human finger or toe from which the finger¬ 
nail or toenail grows 

6 mathematics : a set of numbers in which the numbers are 
listed in rows and columns and can be added or multiplied 
according to special rules 

- see also dot matrix 

ma-tron /■meitran/ noun, pi -trons [count] 

1 : an older married woman who usually has a high social 
position • society matrons who organize benefits for charity 

2 US : a woman whose job is to be in charge of children or 
other women • the matron of a school for girls ■ a prison ma¬ 
tron 

3 Brit, old-fashioned : a female nurse who is in charge of the 
other nurses in a hospital 

ma-tron-ly /'meitranli/ adj [more most ~] : like or suit¬ 
able for an older married woman ■ She feared she was be¬ 
coming a matronly old woman. ■ She wore a matronly blue 
dress. Matronly is used as a polite way to describe a wom¬ 
an who is not young and is somewhat fat. 
matron of honor (US) or Brit matron of honour noun, 
pi matrons of honor [count] : a married woman who is 
the main bridesmaid at a wedding ■ Her cousin was her ma¬ 
tron of honor. — compare maid of honor 
matte (< chiefly US) or chiefly Brit matt /'m£et/ adj : having a 
surface that is not shiny ■ a matte fabric ■ a photograph with 
a matte finish ■ matte [-dull] black — opposite glossy 
mat-ted /'mretad/ adj [more most ~]: twisted together in 
an untidy way ■ matted hair ■ matted grass 
1 mat»ter /'mseta 1 / noun, pi -ters 

1 [count] : something that is being done, talked about, or 
thought about ■ He has a few personal matters to deal with. ■ 
Disagreement is one thing, but accusations of lying are a dif¬ 
ferent matter altogether! ■ Thanks for bringing this matter to 
our attention. [=for telling us about this problem or issue] • 
That’s a matter for a jury (to decide). ■ The schedule is a mat¬ 
ter of some concern. [=is something that we are worried 
about] ■ It’s no easy/simple matter [=it’s not easy] to find a 
decent place to live in this city. ■ This is no Joking/laughing 
matter. = This is a serious matter. ■ Getting the money to fi¬ 
nance a project like this is no small matter. [=is not an easy 
thing to do] — often used in an ironic way to refer to a diffi¬ 
cult or important situation or problem ■ He wants to buy a 
new car, but first there’s the llttle/small matter of getting 
enough money to pay for it. [=he can’t buy a new car until he 
has enough money to pay for it] 

2 matters [plural] : the situation or subject that is being dis¬ 
cussed or dealt with ■ Let’s not allow matters [-things] to get 
out of control. ■ She’s an expert in legal/financial/money 
matters. - {formal ) She’s an expert in matters legal/financial. 
■ It’s best not to interfere in matters [= affairs ] of the heart. ■ It 
didn’t exactly help matters [=it didn’t make the situation bet¬ 
ter] when he accused her of lying! ■ He laughed at her and 
then, to make matters worse, he accused her of lying! [=it 
made the situation worse when he accused her of lying] ■ To 


(further) complicate matters, they both have the same name. 

= To complicate matters further, they both have the same 
name. [=the situation is more complicated because they both 
have the same name] ■ After months of waiting for some¬ 
thing to happen, he decided to take matters Into his own 
hands. [=to do something himself instead of waiting for oth¬ 
er people to do something] 

3 [noncount] a physics : the thing that forms physical ob¬ 
jects and occupies space ■ Can matter and energy be changed 
into each other? b : material of a particular kind ■ vegeta¬ 
ble matter ■ organic/waste matter • printed/reading matter 
[=books, magazines, newspapers, etc.] — see also back 
MATTER, FRONT MATTER, GRAY MATTER, SUBJECT MATTER 

4 the matter — used to ask if there is a problem or to say 
that there is or is not a problem ■ What’s the matter ? [=what’s 
the problem?; what’s wrong?] ■ “Is anything the matterV [=is 
anything wrong?; is there a problem?] “No, nothing’s the 
matter .” — often + with • Nothing’s the matter with me. I’m 
fine. • There’s something the matter with the car. [=there’s 
something wrong with the car; there’s a problem with the 
car] 

usage The question “What’s the matter?" is usually asked 
in a friendly way. ■ You look sad. What’s the matter ? 
[=what’s wrong?] The question “What’s the matter with 
you?" is usually asked in an unfriendly way by someone 
who is annoyed or angry. ■ You keep making stupid mis¬ 
takes. What’s the matter with you ? [=what’s wrong with 
you?; why do you keep making stupid mistakes?] 

a matter of 1 — used to refer to a small amount ■ It cooks 
in a matter of {a. few) minutes. [=it cooks in just a few min¬ 
utes] ■ They quarreled over a matter of a mere couple of 
dollars. ■ The crisis was resolved in a matter of a few hours. 

■ The ball was foul by a matter o/inches. 2 — used to say 
that one thing results from or requires another • Learning 
to ride a bicycle is a matter of practice. [=leaming to ride a 
bicycle requires practice] ■ His success was just a matter of 
being in the right place at the right time. [=he succeeded 
because he was in the right place at the right time] • It’s 
only a matter of time before/until we catch him. [=we will 
catch him eventually] 3 — used to explain the reason for 
something ■ She insists on honesty as a matter of principle. pH 
[=because she believes that honesty is morally right] ■ All |71 
requests for free tickets are turned down as a matter of 11' 
policy. [=because our policy requires it; because we have !■ 
decided that that is what we should always do] 4 — used 
to say that something is based on opinion, taste, etc. ■ “He’s 
doing a terrible job." “That’s a matter of opinion.” [=that’s 
not a definite fact; that’s something that people have dif¬ 
ferent opinions about] ■ Some people like seafood and 
some people don’t. It’s all just a matter of taste. [=it is 
something that is based on personal taste] ■ Her plans for 
the election are still a matter of conjecture. [=people are 
not sure about her plans for the election] 5 — used to say 
that something is important, interesting, etc. ■ The out¬ 
come of the trial is a matter of interest to many people. 
[=many people are interested in the outcome of the trial] • 
Resolving this problem quickly is a matter of (some) ur¬ 
gency/importance. [=it is urgent/important to resolve this 
problem quickly] ■ I’d like to know how much it costs, just 
as a matter of interest. [=because I am interested in know¬ 
ing even though I do not need to know] 
a matter of debate see Debate 
a matter of life and death see “life 

a matter of record : something that is known because it has 
been publicly said or reported in the past ■ His opposition 
to the plan is a matter of record, 
as a matter of course — used to say that something will or 
should happen because it is natural, usual, or logical ■ You 
should take proper precautions as a matter of course. [=as 
part of your usual routine] ■ We went out to dinner on her 
birthday, and as a matter of course [-of course, naturally] 
we paid for her meal, 
as a matter of fact see fact 

for that matter — used with a statement that adds to a pre¬ 
vious statement ■ I haven’t seen him for years—or her ei¬ 
ther, for that matter. [=1 also haven’t seen her for years] 
mind over matter see *mind 

no matter 1 informal — used to say that something is not 
important ■ “I may be delayed for a few minutes.’’ “ No mat¬ 
ter. [=it doesn’t matter] We still have plenty of time." 2 — 
used with what, how, when, etc., to say that something does 
not, will not, or should not affect something else • I’m go- 
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ing to do it, no matter what you say. = No matter what you 
say, I’m going to do it. [=nothing you say will stop me from 
doing it] • He intends to buy that car no matter how much it 
costs. ■ Everyone is welcome here, no matter where they 
come from. ■ He wants to win, no matter what. [=he wants 
to win so much that he will do anything to win] — see also 
no matter how you slice it at 2 slice 
the fact of the matter is — used to emphasize a statement 
that follows ■ She thinks she knows what she’s talking 
about, but the fact of the matter is, she’s wrong. ■ The bud¬ 
get is very tight this year. The fact of the matter is, we may 
have to lay off a few employees. 
the truth of the matter — used to stress the truth of a state¬ 
ment ■ We may have to lay off a few employees this year. 
That’s the truth of the matter. [=that’s the truth] ■ 7 he truth 
of the matter is, she was wrong and he was right. 

2 matter verb, not used in progressive tenses -ters; -tered; -ter- 
ing [no obj ]: to be important ■ Our families and friends are 
the people who matter most to us. [=the people we care 
about most] ■ Her wealth doesn’t matter to me. = It doesn’t 
matter to me that she’s rich. [=1 don’t care that she is rich] ■ It 
may not matter to you, but it matters a lot to me! ■ “Which 
would you prefer?” “Either one is fine. It really doesn’t mat¬ 
ter (to me).” ■ I don’t care if you’re a little late. All that mat¬ 
ters is that you’re safe. = The only thing that matters is that 
you’re safe. = What matters is that you’re safe. ■ “Why are 
you being so quiet?” “Does it matter!" “Of course it matters'." 

• What does it matter ? = It doesn’t matter. [=it’s not impor¬ 
tant; I don’t care] ■ I see that she’s late again. Not that it mat¬ 
ters (to me). [=she’s late again, but that’s all right] — often + 
that ■ He acts as if it doesn’t matter that he lied to us. — often 
+ how, who, what, etc. ■ It doesn’t matter how old you are. ■ It 
doesn’t matter what I say to him. He just won’t listen. ■ It 
doesn’t matter whether we stay at home or go out. 

mat-ter—Of—fact /.mastaTa'faskt/ adj [more most —] 
; not showing emotion especially when talking about excit¬ 
ing or upsetting things ■ We were surprised by the matter-of- 
fact way he told us the terrible news. * Her voice had a 
matter-of-fact quality. • His tone was calm and matter-of-fact. 

— mat-ter—of—fact-ly Amastara'fasktli/ adv • She explained 
the problem matter-of-factly. — mat-ter—of—fact-ness 
/jmastarav'faektnas/ noun [noncount] 

mat-ting /'maetiij/ noun [noncount] : rough cloth used espe¬ 
cially as floor covering ■ bamboo matting 

mat-tress /'maetras/ noun, pi -tress-es [count] : a cloth 
case that is filled with material and used as a bed — see pic¬ 
ture at BED 

mat-U-ra-tion /imastfa'reij'an/ noun [noncount] formal : the 
process of becoming mature : the process of developing in 
the body or mind ■ the early stages of maturation : the pro¬ 
cess of developing to a desired level ■ the maturation of wine/ 
cheese ■ the maturation of his skills 
1 ma-ture /ma'tuas ma'tfua*/ adj ma-tur-er; -est [or more 
most ~] 

1 : having or showing the mental and emotional qualities of 
an adult ■ We were surprised by how mature [=adult] she had 
become. ■ She’s very mature for her age. ■ He has a mature 
outlook on life. ■ His parents didn’t think he was mature 
enough to live on his own. — opposite immature 

2 a : having a fully grown or developed body : grown to full 
size ■ The dog will stand three feet tall when (it has become) 
mature. [=when it has matured] ■ Their bodies were mature, 
but they still behaved like children. ■ mature [=adult] animals 

• mature trees/leaves ■ the dog’s mature size [=the dog’s size 
when it is fully grown] ■ sexually mature [=old enough or de¬ 
veloped enough to produce a baby] — opposite immature 
b : having reached a final or desired state • a mature wine/ 
cheese — opposite immature c : not young : middle-aged 
or older ■ airline discounts for mature travelers [=for senior 
citizens who travel; for old people who travel] ■ a man of ma¬ 
ture years [=an older man] 

3 a : based on careful thought ■ a mature plan ■ After/On 
mature reflection, he concluded that he had been mistaken, 
b : showing the highest level of skill that a person develops ■ 
an artist’s mature work/style 

4 finance : having reached the time when an amount of 
money (such as money for a government bond or an insur¬ 
ance policy) must be paid : due for payment ■ The bond be¬ 
comes mature in 10 years. 

— ma-ture-ly adv • They acted maturely and responsibly. 
2 mature verb -tures; -tured; -tur-ing [no obj] : to become 

mature: such as a : to become fully developed in the body 


and mind ■ Girls mature earlier than boys both physically 
and mentally. — often + into • He matured into a kind and in¬ 
telligent young man. b : to continue developing to a de¬ 
sired level ■ Her talent is maturing slowly. ■ Wine and cheese 
mature with age. C finance : to become due for payment ■ 
The bond matures in 10 years. 

mature Student noun, pi ~ -dents [count] Brit : a student 
at a college or university who starts studying there at a later 
age than usual 

ma-tu-ri-ty /ma'turati, ma'tfurati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : the condition of being mature: such as a 
: the state of being fully developed in the body or the mind ■ 
His behavior shows a lack of maturity. - He reached emo¬ 
tional maturity late in his life. ■ the maturity level of a child ■ 
full physical maturity b finance : the state of being due for 
payment ■ The bond will reach maturity in 10 years. 

2 [count] finance : the amount of time that must pass before 
something (such as a bond) becomes due for payment ■ Ma¬ 
turities on these bonds can be as long as 10 years. 

mat-ZO or mat-zoh /'ma-.tss/ noun, pi mat-zoth 
/'ma:t,sout/ or mat-zos or mat-zohs [count, noncount] : a 
dry, thin bread eaten especially by Jewish people at Passover 

— often used before another noun ■ a matzo ball [=a round 
dumpling made from matzo] ■ matzo meal [=flour made 
from ground matzo] 

maud-lin /'maidlan/ adj [more most ~ ] : showing or ex¬ 
pressing too much emotion especially in a foolish or annoy¬ 
ing way ■ He became maudlin and started crying like a child. 
■ a maudlin love story • maudlin poetiy 
maul /'ma:l/ verb mauls; mauled; maul-lng [+ obj] 

1 : to attack and injure (someone) in a way that cuts or tears 
skin : to attack (someone) and cause a bloody injury ■ The 
girl was mauled (to death) by a dog. ■ A bear killed one hiker 
and badly mauled the other. — often used figuratively ■ a 
movie that has been mauled by the critics ■ Many investors 
were badly mauled by the recession. 

2 ; to touch or handle (someone) in a rough sexual way ■ She 
was mauled [=groped] by some drunk as she left the bar. 

— mauling noun, pi -ings [count] ■ The movie received a 
mauling from critics. 

maun-der /'mamday verb -ders; -dered; -der-ing [no obj] 
Brit : to talk for a long time in a boring way — often + on* I 
apologize for maundering on like this. 

Maun-dy Thursday /'ma.ndi-/ noun [singular] Christian 
religion : the Thursday before Easter 
mau-SO-le-um /^a.sa'li.jam/ noun, pi -le-ums also -lea 
/-'li:ja/ [count] : a stone building with places for the dead 
bodies of several people or the body of an important person ■ 
a family mausoleum 

mauve /'ma:v, 'mouv/ noun, pi mauves [count, noncount] 
: a light or medium purple color — see color picture on page 
C3 

— mauve adj 

ma-ven /'meivan/ noun, pi -vens [count] US : a person who 
knows a lot about a particular subject : expert ■ fashion/ 
marketing mavens • a wine maven 
mav-er-ick /'maevnk/ noun, pi -icks [count] : a person who 
refuses to follow the customs or rules of a group ■ He’s al¬ 
ways been a (bit of a) maverick in the world of fashion. ■ po¬ 
litical mavericks [= nonconformists ] 

— maverick adj, always used before a noun • a maverick di¬ 
rector/musician ■ maverick lawyers 

maw /'ma:/ noun, pi maws [count] literary : the mouth, 
jaws, or throat of an animal ■ the gaping maw of the tiger — 
often used figuratively ■ the dark maw of the cave ■ prisoners 
falling into the gaping maw of the criminal justice system 
mawk-lsh /'ma:kiJV adj [more most ~]: sad or romantic 
in a foolish or exaggerated way ■ a mawkish love story ■ 
mawkish poetry 

— mawk-ish-ly adv • mawkishly romantic/sentimental 
— mawk-ish-ness noun [noncount] 

1 max /'masks/ noun [singular] chiefly US, informal : the largest 
amount possible : maximum ■ The boat can hold a max of 
20 people. ■ He bet the max. [=he bet the largest amount that 
he could] 

to the max informal: as much as possible • The theater was 
filled to the max. [=it was completely filled] ■ She had three 
tests in one day and was stressed to the max. [=extremely 
stressed] 

2 max adv, informal : at the most: maximum ■ You’ll need to 
wait two weeks max. [=you will not have to wait longer than 
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two weeks] ■ The boat can hold 20 people max. [=it can hold 
no more than 20 people] 

3 max verb max-es; maxed; max-ing 

max out [phrasal verb] informal 1 : to reach an upper limit 
: to come to the highest level possible ■ Most athletes max 
out before the age of 30. — often + at • The car maxed out 
at 100 mph. [=the car could go no faster than 100 mph] ■ 
Back in those days, teachers’ salaries maxed out at $30,000 
a year. 2 max (something) out or max out (something) a 
: to spend all of the money that your credit card allows 
you to borrow : to use up all available credit on (a credit 
card) • She’s maxed out three credit cards, b : to use or 
fill (something) as much as possible : to push (something) 
to a limit or an extreme ■ The new increase in population 
has nearly maxed out the city’s resources. [=has nearly 
used up all of the city’s resources] ■ The school is maxed 
out with students. [=the school does not have room for any 
more students] ■ After years of competing, she has maxed 
out her potential as an ice-skater. ■ Our schedule is maxed 
out [=is full] for this week. 

max*im /‘mseksam/ noun, pi -ims [count] : a well-known 
phrase that expresses a general truth about life or a rule 
about behavior ■ My mother’s favorite maxim [ =saying ] was 
“Don’t count your chickens before they hatch.” [=don’t as¬ 
sume that things will happen the way you expect them to 
happen] 

maX’i-mal /'mjeksamal/ adj, technical : greatest or highest 
possible ■ a maximal heart rate 

- max-i-mal-ly adv 

maximize also Brit max*i*mise /'mjeksa^aiz/ verb 

-miz-es; -mized; -miz«ing [+ ohi\ 

1 : to increase (something) as much as possible : to increase 
(something) to a maximum ■ The company is trying to max¬ 
imize its profits. [=to make the most money possible] 

2 : to use (something) in a way that will get the best result ■ 
We planned out each day in order to maximize [=make the 
most of] our time on vacation. ■ I rearranged the furniture to 
maximize the space in my small apartment. ■ This program 
will teach you how to maximize your strengths while mini¬ 
mizing your weaknesses. 

3 computers : to make (a program’s window) very large : to 
make (a program’s window) fill the screen of a computer 

- opposite MINIMIZE 

- max-l-mi-za-tion also Brit max*i«mi«sa*tion 

/imjeksama'zeijan, Brit ,m«ks3imai'zeij3n/ noun [non¬ 
count] ■ maximization of profits 
1 maximum /'maksamam/ noun, pi max*i>mums ortech- 
nical maxM-ma /-ama/ [count] : the highest number or 
amount that is possible or allowed — usually singular ■ 
Twenty years is the maximum. ■ This security system gives 
you the maximum in protection. — often + of • You may in¬ 
vite a maximum of 10 guests to the party. • You may stay for 
a maximum of two weeks. ■ She will serve a minimum of 10 
and a maximum of 20 years in jail. — opposite minimum 
maximum adj, always used before a noun : greatest possible 
in amount or degree ■ He will receive the maximum (possi¬ 
ble) punishment allowed by law. ■ She took some maximum- 
strength medicine for her headache. ■ The maximum num¬ 
ber of points scored in one game is 100. ■ shoes that are 
designed for maximum comfort ■ What is the maximum oc¬ 
cupancy of this room? [=what is the largest number of peo¬ 
ple who can legally be in this room at the same time?] ■ a 
maximum security prison [=a prison that does as much as 
possible to keep prisoners from escaping and watches them 
very closely] — opposite minimum 
3 maximum adv : at the most ■ She will serve 20 years maxi¬ 
mum in jail. [=she will not serve more than 20 years in jail] 
may /'mei/ verb [modal verb] 

1 —- used to indicate that something is possible or probable ■ 
They may still succeed. ■ Do you think they may [-can, 
could, might] still succeed? ■ “Have they failed?” “They may 
have.” = (Brit) “They may have done.” [=it’s possible that 
they failed] • You may [=might, could] be right. ■ If you work 
hard now, you may end up sitting in the boss’s chair some 
day! ■ What you see may (well/very well) surprise you. ■ 
There may be some difficulties ahead. ■ I think he may be 
trying to cheat us. ■ It may possibly be true, mightn’t it? 
[=(less formally) it could possibly be true, couldn’t it?] ■ May 
it not [=mightn’t it, (less formally) couldn’t it] after all turn 
out to be true? ■ This vacation may [=might] not be so bad af¬ 
ter all. ■ When you’re older, you may understand. ■ We may 
go if they ask us, but then again we may not. ■ As you may or 


may not have heard, we’ve won! 

2 — used to say that one thing is true but something else is 
also true ■ He may [=might] be slow, but he does very good 
work. = Slow though he may be, he (still) does very good 
work. [=although he’s slow, he does very good work] ■ It may 
[=might] be cold outside, but it’s still a beautiful day. ^al¬ 
though it’s cold outside, it’s still a beautiful day] ■ She may 
[=might] have been a great actress, but she was a terrible par¬ 
ent. 

3 formal — used to indicate that something is allowed ■ You 
may go now. [=you have permission to leave now] ■ No one 
may enter without a ticket. ■ The children may play wherev¬ 
er they choose. ■ You may tell me your opinion, but I won’t 
change my mind. — compare CAN 4b 

A formal — used to ask a question or make a request in a po¬ 
lite way - “ May [=might] I borrow your pen?” “Of course you 
may!" • “ May I help you,” asked the waiter, “or are you al¬ 
ready being served?” ■ May I ask who is calling? ■ “ May I 
leave a little early today?” “No, you may not.” — compare 
can 4a 

5 formal — used to express a wish ■ Long may the Queen 
reign! [=1 hope the Queen will reign for a long time] ■ May 
the best man win! ■ May you have a long and happy life! 

6 formal — used to make a polite suggestion ■ You may 
[=might] want to think again and consider your options care¬ 
fully. ■ It may [=might] be wise to proceed cautiously. 

7 formal — used in various polite expressions with I * May I 
just say how pleased I am to be here. [=1 would like to say 
how pleased I am to be here] ■ If I may (interrupt you), would 
you please repeat the answer? • I’d like to ask a question, if I 
may. ■ This has been, if I may say so, one of the happiest days 
of my life. 

8 formal + old-fashioned — used to indicate the reason for 
something or the purpose of something ■ We exercise so that 
we may [=will\ be strong and healthy. [=we exercise in order 
to be strong and healthy] ■ I work hard so that my family 
may [=will] not go hungry. 

be that as it may formal — used to introduce a statement 
that is somehow different from what has just been said ■ 
There has been some improvement in the economy in re¬ 
cent months, but, be that as it may [-despite that, even so), 
many people are still looking for work. 

— see also come what may at ‘come 

May /■mei/ noun, pi Mays : the fifth month of the year 
[noncount] in (early/middle/mid-/late) May ■ early/late in 
May ■ We arrived on May the fourth. = (US) We arrived on 
May fourth. = We arrived on the fourth of May. ■ April show¬ 
ers bring May flowers. [=rain in April causes flowers to 
bloom in May] ■ Shakespeare called it “the merry month of 
May." [count] The last two Mays have been cold and rainy. 

Ma«ya /'maja/ noun, pi Maya or Ma*yas [count] : a member 
of a group of people living mostly in southern Mexico and 
Guatemala 

— Ma-yan /'majan/ adj ■ Mayan culture ■ the Mayan calen¬ 
dar 

1 may»be /'meibi/ adv : possibly but not certainly : perhaps 

Maybe is a more informal word than perhaps. It is used 
when you are talking about an action that has a chance 
of happening in the future. ■ Maybe we’ll meet again. ■ 
“Will you go to the party?” “I don’t know. Maybe." ■ “Will 
you go?” "Maybe, maybe not.” ■ Maybe I’ll go and maybe I 
won’t. ■ They’re hoping that she’ll maybe change her mind. 

= They’re hoping that maybe she’ll change her mind. • You 
should hear from them soon, maybe even by next week. = 
Maybe you’ll hear from them by next week. It is also used 
to suggest something that is possibly correct, true, or prop¬ 
er. ■ Maybe we should just stay here and wait. ■ Maybe it 
would be better if you left. ■ There were maybe 10,000 fans 
at the game. ■ I got three, maybe four hours [=about three 
or four hours] of sleep last night. ■ Maybe it’s time to stop 
fooling around. ■ We waited an hour, maybe more. ■ Did 
you ever think that maybe, just maybe, it wasn’t his fault? 
[^although it seems like it was his fault, did you ever con¬ 
sider the possibility that it wasn’t?] And maybe can be used 
to say that one thing is true but that something else is also 
true. ■ Maybe at first 1 didn’t like her, but now she’s one of 
my best friends. ■ Maybe he’s slow [=he may be slow], but 
he does very good work. ■ Her accomplishments are im¬ 
pressive, maybe, but she’s had a lot of help. 

2 maybe noun, pi -bes [count] : something that is not known 
for certain ■ There are too many maybes [-uncertainties] 
about this project. 
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May>day /'mei,dei/ — a word used to call for help when an 
airplane or ship is in danger ■ The pilot shouted “Mayday \ 
Mayday]" over the radio. — compare SOS 
May Day / l mei l dei/ noun [singular] : May 1 celebrated in 
many countries as a spring festival and in some countries as 
a holiday in honor of working people 
may-fly / l mei,flai/ noun, pi -flies [count] : a small flying in¬ 
sect that lives for only a short time — see color picture on 
page CIO 

may-hem /'mei,hem/ noun [noncount] : actions that hurt 
people and destroy things : a scene or situation that involves 
a lot of violence ■ movies filled with murder and mayhem • 
committing mayhem ■ a criminal who escaped from prison 
and caused mayhem — often used figuratively ■ musical 
mayhem ■ There was mayhem [=a lot of excited activity] on 
the field after the winninggoal was scored, 
mayo /'mejou/ noun [noncount] informal : mayonnaise ■ 
She ordered a turkey sandwich and told the waiter to hold 
the mayo. [=to not include mayonnaise on the sandwich] 
may-on-naise /'mej3,neiz/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a thick, white sauce used especially in salads and on 
sandwiches and made chiefly of eggs, vegetable oil, and vine¬ 
gar or lemon juice 

2 Brit : a food made by mixing something (such as chopped 
eggs) with mayonnaise ■ egg mayonnaise [=(US) egg salad] ■ 
tuna mayonnaise [ =(US) tuna salad] 

may-Or /'mej^/ noun, pi -ors [count] 

1 : an official who is elected to be the head of the govern¬ 
ment of a city or town ■ the mayor of New York 

2 : a British official who represents a city or borough at pub¬ 
lic events — see also lord mayor 

— may-or-al /'mejaral/ adj ■ mayoral elections 
may-or-al-ty /'mej&ralti/ noun, pi -ties formal 

1 [noncount] : the time during which a person is mayor ■ 
During her mayoralty, the mayor greatly improved the city. 

2 [count] : the job or position of being mayor ■ He won the 
mayoralty in the last two elections. 

may-or-ess /'mejaras, Brit 'mearas/ noun, pi -ess-es 
[count] Brit 

1 : a woman who is a mayor 

2 : the wife or official hostess of a mayor 

may-pole or May-pole /'meLpoul/ noun, pi -poles [count] 
: a tall pole decorated with ribbons and flowers that forms a 
center for the spring festival held on May 1 
maze /'meiz/ noun, pi maz-es [count] 

1 : a complicated and confusing system of connected pas¬ 
sages ■ The garden includes a maze. [=an area where there 
are tall walls or hedges on both sides of a path that keeps 
turning in different directions so that a person walking on 
the path cannot see where the path leads] ■ The experiment 
measured the time it took for a mouse to find its way 
through a maze to get its reward of cheese. • The school is a 
maze of classrooms. ■ I bought a book of mazes. [=a book of 
puzzles that are drawings which look like mazes] 

2 : a confusing collection or mixture of things (such as rules) 
■ a maze of rules and regulations 

Mb abbr megabit 

MB abbr 1 megabyte 2 chiefly Brit Bachelor of Medicine 
M.B.A. or MBA abbr Master of Business Administration ■ 
He earned an M.BA. from Harvard. 

MC /,em'si:/ noun, pi MC’s or MCs [count] : master of 

CEREMONIES 

McCoy /ma'koi/ noun 

the real McCoy also US the McCoy informal : something or 
someone that is real or genuine : something or someone 
that is not a copy or imitation ■ Is that a fake gun, or is it 
the real McCoy ? [=is it a real gun?] ■ These diamonds look 
like the real McCoy, but they could be fake. ■ To help her 
play the role of a lawyer, the actress studied with the real 
McCoy. [=with an actual lawyer] ■ Maybe he’s the McCoy, 
and maybe he’s not. 

MD abbr 1 or US M.D. Doctor of Medicine 2 Maryland 3 
Brit Managing Director 

1 me /'mi:/ pronoun, objective case of i — used to refer to the 
speaker as the indirect object or direct object of a verb ■ She 
gave me a book. ■ They baked me a cake. ■ He sent me an 
e-mail. ■ They know me very well. ■ Can you help me? ■ She 
visited me in the hospital. — used to refer to the speaker as 
the object of a preposition ■ Are you talking to me? ■ Please 
come with me. ■ He talked with me for an hour. 


usage In ordinary speech me is used instead of / after the 
verb to be. ■ “Who’s there?” “It’s me." [=“I am.”] ■ Why is it 
always me who has to do the dirty work? [=why am I al¬ 
ways the one who has to do the dirty work?] • This dress is 
pretty, but it’s not really me. [=it doesn’t look like the 
clothes I usually wear; it doesn’t look right for me] Me is 
also used alone without a verb in spoken questions, an¬ 
swers, etc. ■ “Who’s there?” “Me." • “Who did it?” “Not 
me\" • “Come here!" “Who? Me?" “Yes, you!” “Why me?" ■ 
“I’m hungry.” “Me too.” The expression It is I is extremely 
formal and old-fashioned and is unlikely to be used in 
speech except in a joking way. Me is also sometimes used 
in very informal speech in place of / if the subject of a sen¬ 
tence has two parts that are connected by and. • My broth¬ 
er and me went camping last weekend. = Me and my 
brother went camping last weekend. But in ordinary polite 
use, I is required in such sentences. ■ My brother and I 
went camping last weekend. _ 

— see also me either at ^either, me neither at ^EITHER 

2 me chiefly Brit spelling of Ml 

1 ME /,em'i:/ noun [noncount] Brit, medical : chronic fa¬ 
tigue syndrome 4- ME is an abbreviation of “myalgic en¬ 
cephalomyelitis.” 

2 ME abbr 1 Maine 2 US medical examiner 
mea cul-pa Ameja'kulpa/ noun, pi mea cul-pas [count] 

: a statement in which you say that something is your fault ■ 
The mayor’s public mea culpa didn't satisfy his critics. ■ ( hu¬ 
morous ) Okay, so maybe I misjudged you. Mea culpa ! 
mead /‘mi:d/ noun [noncount] : an alcoholic drink made 
from honey 

mead-OW /‘medou/ noun, pi -ows [count] : a usually flat 
area of land that is covered with tall grass 
mead-OW-lark / , medou l laa‘k/ noun, pi -larks [count] : a 
North American bird that has a brown back and a yellow 
breast 

mea-ger (US) or Brit mea-gre /'mi.&er/ adj [more most 
~] 

1 : very small or too small in amount ■ Every morning he 
eats a meager breakfast of toast and coffee. ■ We’ll have to do 
the best we can with this year’s meager harvest. ■ meager 
wages ■ She came to this country with a fairly meager English 
vocabulary, but she is learning more words every day. 

2 : not having enough of something (such as money or food) 
for comfort or happiness ■ They suffered through several 
meager years at the beginning of their marriage. ■ Although 
she’s now rich and famous, she remembers her meager be¬ 
ginnings as a child from a poor family. 

— mea-ger-ly adv ■ They lived meagerly in order to save 
money. — mea-ger-ness noun [noncount] 

synonyms meager, scanty, and sparse mean not hav¬ 
ing enough of what is normal, necessary, or wanted, mea¬ 
ger suggests a lack of good or necessary things. • They 
lived on a meager diet of rice and vegetables. ■ She earned 
a meager income of five dollars a day. scanty stresses 
that something is not large enough in size or amount. ■ She 
was wearing a scanty black dress. • We had a scanty supply 
of water, sparse suggests a small number of things or 
people that are far apart. ■ His hair had become white and 
sparse. ■ It’s a large country with a sparse population. 

1 meal /'mill/ noun, pi meals [count] 

1 : the foods eaten or prepared for eating at one time ■ He 
eats/has three full meals a day. ■ Dad cooked/prepared/ 
made a delicious meal of chicken and potatoes. ■ The wait¬ 
ress served our meal. ■ a three-course meal ■ This soup is a 
meal in itself. [=all that is needed for a meal] — see also 

SQUARE MEAL 

2 : a time or occasion when food is eaten : the act or time of 
eating a meal ■ Breakfast is her favorite meal. ■ the midday/ 
evening meal ■ She makes us drink a glass of milk at every 
meal. ■ We went to Grandma’s for a big holiday meal. • If you 
want to lose weight, don’t eat between meals. 

make a meal (out) of 1 : to eat (a particular food) as your 
meal without anything else ■ This bread is so good, I could 
make a meal of it. 2 Brit, informal : to do (something) in a 
way that makes it seem more important or difficult than it 
really is ■ It’s not all that hard, you know! Don’t make a 
meal of it! 

— compare 2 meal 

2 mea I noun [noncount] 
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1 : a coarse flour made from ground seeds — see also corn- 
meal 

2 : something that looks or feels like meal — see also 
BONEMEAL 

- compare j meal 

meals—On—Wheels noun — used as the name of a service 
that delivers meals to the homes of old or sick people who 
are unable to prepare their own meals 
meal ticket noun, pi ~ -ets [count] 

1 informal : a person or thing that is depended on as a 
source of money, success, etc. ■ a star player who is expected 
to be the team’s meal ticket for many years ■ An advanced 
degree was his meal ticket. 

2 : a piece of paper that you can exchange for a meal ■ We 
bought three meal tickets at the fair. 

meal-time /'mi:l,taim/ noun, pi -times : the usual time 
when a meal is eaten [noncount] Take one pill at mealtime, 
[count] The two children have different mealtimes. 
mealy /'mi:li/ adj meal-i-er; -est: feeling rough and dry in 
your mouth ■ the mealy flesh of a pear ■ a mealy potato 

— meal-i*ness noun [noncount] 
mealy-mouthed /'mi:li,mau5d/ adj [more most ~] in¬ 
formal : not willing to tell the truth in clear and simple lan¬ 
guage ■ a mealymouthed politician 

1 mean /■mi:n/ verb means; meant /'ment/; meaning 

1 not used in progressive tenses [+ obj] : to have (a particular 
meaning) * What does this word mean in English? = What is 
meant in English by this word? ■ The word meant one thing 
in Shakespeare’s day, but it means something else now. ■ The 
abbreviation “U.S.” means [= stands for] “United States.” ■ 
Red means “stop” and green means “go.” ■ Can you tell me 
what my dream means ? ■ “Bonjour” is a French word mean¬ 
ing “hello.” = “Bonjour” is a French word that means “hel¬ 
lo.” 

2 not used in progressive tenses [+ obj ] : to want or intend to 
express (a particular idea or meaning) ■ I meant what I said. 
[=1 was sincere when I said it] ■ What was meant by the poet? 
■ Don’t distort what she meant by taking her words out of 
context. ■ When she says the play was “interesting,” she 
means (that) it wasn’t very good. ■ He’s very ambitious, and I 
mean that as a compliment. ■ It’s a very easy question. Any¬ 
one, and I mean anyone, should be able to answer it. ■ You 
hold it like this. (Do you) See what I mean1 [=do you under¬ 
stand what I’m showing you?] ■ She’s not getting any thinner, 
if you know/get what I mean. • “He can be a little difficult. 
(Do you) Know what I mean ?” ■ “He can be a little difficult.” 
“ What/How do you mean ?” = “ MeaningT [=what exactly do 
you mean when you say that?] ■ “He can be a little difficult.” 
“/ know what you mean." [=1 agree] ■ “He can be a little diffi¬ 
cult.” " What’s that supposed to mean ?” [=1 am surprised 
that you would say that; I don’t agree with what you are say¬ 
ing] 

3 [+ obj] : to have (something) in your mind as a purpose or 
goal ■ Just what do you mean (by) coming into my room 
without knocking? [=what is your reason for coming into 
my room without knocking?] ■ She says she didn’t mean any¬ 
thing by what she did. ■ She didn’t mean (you) any harm. = 
She meant no harm (to you). [=she did not intend to cause 
any harm (to you)] ■ I’m sorry if I hurt your feelings. I meant 
(you) no offense/disrespect. ■ I don’t trust him. He means no 
good. — often followed by to + verb ■ He didn’t mean [in¬ 
tend] to do any harm. ■ She means to win. ■ I keep meaning to 
visit you—I just never seem to get around to it. ■ He says he 
never meant to hurt her. 

4 not used in progressive tenses a : to plan for or want 
(someone or something) to do or to be something [+ obj] — 
often + os • His comment was meant [=intended] as a joke. — 
often followed by to + verb • We meant her to come with us. ■ 
She meant her remarks to be funny. ■ “What you said hurt his 
feelings!” “Well, I meant it to!” [no obj] ( chiefly US) — + for • 
We meant for her to come with us. b [+ obj ] : to want 
(something that you control, provide, or have made) to be 
used for a particular purpose or by a particular person — of¬ 
ten + for ■ I meant [-intended] the flowers for you, not for 
your sister. ■ The book was meant for children, but it is pop¬ 
ular with adults too. ■ His criticism is meant for all of us. — 
often followed by to + verb ■ They meant the book to be a. 
present. — sometimes + as ■ They meant the book as a 
present. 

5 not used in progressive tenses [+ obj] : to make a statement 
to or about (someone) ■ “Hey, you!” “I’m sorry: do you mean 
me?” [=are you talking to me?] ■ “Some people here are too 


bossy!” “Do you mean me?” [=are you referring to me?] 

6 not used in progressive tenses [+ obj ] a : to indicate or 
show (something that is going to happen) ■ Those clouds 
mean rain. = Those clouds mean (that) it’s going to rain. ■ 
When he gets that angry look in his eyes, you know it means 
trouble. [=you know that there will be trouble] b : to cause 
or result in (something) ■ The bad weather could mean fur¬ 
ther delays, c ; to involve or require (something) as a nec¬ 
essary part • Becoming a concert pianist means practicing a 
lot. [=if you’re going to become a concert pianist you have to 
practice a lot] ■ I’ll get the work done today even if it means 
staying late. 

7 not used in progressive tenses [+ obj\ — used to say or ask 
how important something is to someone; usually + to ■ How 
much does your health mean to you? (=how important is 
your health to you?] ■ It means a lot to me to know that you 
believe me. ■ “I believe you.” “Thank you. You don’t know 
how much that means to me.” ■ Your good opinion means a 
great deal to me. ■ He claims that money means nothing to 
him. [=that he does not care at all about money] ■ Her words 
meant nothing to me. [=1 did not care what she said] ■ I 
thought our friendship meant something to you. [=1 thought 
that you cared about our friendship] ■ His wife means every¬ 
thing to him. = His wife means the world to him. [=he loves 
his wife very much] 

/ mean informal 1 — used to emphasize a statement ■ He 
has to stop drinking. I mean , he’s going to kill himself if he 
keeps it up. ■ He throws, I mean , really hard! 2 — used to 
correct a previous statement ■ We met in Toronto —I mean 
Montreal. 3 — used when you are unsure of what to say 
or how to say it • I’m not mad. It’s just that, I mean, I think 
you’ve been acting a little selfishly. 
know what it means : to understand what it is like to do or 
be something ■ I know what it means to be poor. — usually 
used in negative statements ■ You don’t know what it means 
to be truly alone. — sometimes used in an exaggerated 
way to make a forceful statement ■ I don’t know what it 
means to surrender! [=1 will never surrender] 
mean business see business 

meant for (someone) informal : perfectly suited for (some¬ 
one) ■ You were meant for me and I was meant for you. ■ 
I’m not surprised that they have such a happy marriage. I 
always knew that they were meant for each other. — see 
also j mean 4b (above) 

meant to be/do something 1 : intended to do or be some¬ 
thing ■ I was never meant to teach. ■ They knew as soon as 
they met that they were meant to be together. ■ I thought 
we could be friends, but I guess it just wasn’t meant to be. 
[=it was not destined to happen] 2 Brit : supposed to be or 
do something ■ The buses are meant [= expected] to arrive 
every 15 minutes. ■ Brighton is meant to be very beautiful 
at this time of year. [=people say that Brighton is very 
beautiful at this time of year] 

mean well: to want to do good or helpful things : to have 
good intentions ■ He means well, but he’s not really helping 
anyone. — see also well-meaning 
2 mean adj mean-er; -est [also more most —] 

1 somewhat informal a : not kind to people : cruel or harsh 
■ My boss is a mean and nasty old man who treats everyone 
badly. ■ the mean stepmother in the fairy tale ■ Why are you 
being so mean to me? [=why are you treating me so harsh¬ 
ly?] ■ It was mean of them not to invite her to the party. ■ 
Someone played a mean trick on her. ■ He has a mean streak, 
b chiefly US : very dangerous : vicious ■ a mean dog 

2 chiefly Brit : not liking to spend money : stingy, cheap ■ 
He’s a mean man who never gives presents to anyone. ■ He’s 
very mean with his money. 

3 old-fashioned + literary : of poor quality or status ■ mean 
city streets ■ living in mean circumstances 

4 chiefly US, informal : excellent or impressive ■ He plays a 
mean trumpet. = He’s a mean trumpet player. [=he plays the 
trumpet very well] ■ an athlete who describes himself as a 
lean, mean scoring machine ■ We wanted our business to be 
lean and mean. [=to be efficient and successful] 

no mean informal — used to say that something is good or 
impressive ■ a tennis player of no mean ability [=a very 
good tennis player! ■ Getting the project done on time will 
be no mean feat. [=will be a difficult and impressive 
accomplishment] 

- compare 3 mean 

— mean-ly /'mi:nli/ adv ■ behaving/living meanly ■ a meanly 
ambitious man — mean-ness /'mi-.nnas/ noun [noncount] 
■ the meanness of her character ■ meanness of spirit 


G 
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3 mean adj, always used before a noun : occurring exactly be- 
tween the highest and lowest number : average ■ the mean 
temperature — compare 2 mean 
4 mean noun, pi means [count] 

1 : 1 AVERAGE 1 ■ Ifeke all these temperatures and calculate/ 
find their mean. 

2 : a middle point between two things ■ trying to find a gold¬ 
en mean between doing too little and doing too much 

- see also means 

me-an-der /mi'senda-/ verb -ders; -dered; -der-ing [no 

obj 1 

1 : to have a lot of curves instead of going in a straight or di¬ 
rect line : to follow a winding course ■ The path meanders 
through the garden. • a meandering stream 

2 : to walk slowly without a specific goal, purpose, or direc¬ 
tion ■ We meandered around/through the village. 

3 : to go from one topic to another without any clear direc¬ 
tion ■ The conversation meandered on for hours. • He deliv¬ 
ered a meandering [-rambling] speech about his early career. 

- me-an-der noun, pi -ders [count] ■ We went for a mean¬ 
der in the park. 

mean*ie /'mi:ni/ noun, pi -ies [count] informal : a mean or 
unkind person — used especially by children ■ You’re noth¬ 
ing but a big meaniel 
meaning /'mi:n it}/ noun, pi -ings 

1 : the idea that is represented by a word, phrase, etc. 
[count] What is the precise/exact meaning of this word in En¬ 
glish? • Many words have developed more than one mean¬ 
ing. [=sense] ■ an old word that has taken on a new meaning ■ 
The word has both literal meanings and figurative meanings, 
[noncount] a word with various shades of meaning 

2 a : the idea that a person wants to express by using words, 
signs, etc. [count] Don’t distort her meaning by taking her 
words out of context. ■ Do you get my meaning ? = (chiefly 
Brit) Do you take my meaning ? [=do you understand what 
I’m telling you?] ■ I didn’t understand the meaning of his re¬ 
mark/gesture. [noncount] a glance full of meaning [=a 
meaningful glance] b : the idea that is expressed in a work 
of writing, art, etc. [count] Literary critics disagree about 
the meanings of his poems, [noncount] a poem with subtle 
shades of meaning 

3 [noncount] a : the true purpose of something ■ What is 
the meaning of life? ■ It’s a story about the true meaning of 
Christmas, b : a quality that gives something real value and 
importance • He began to feel that his life had lost its mean¬ 
ing. ■ a life without meaning = a life devoid of meaning [=a 
meaningless life] ■ Working with children has given her life 
new meaning. C : the reason or explanation for something • 
What is the meaning of this intrusion? 

know the meaning of (something) : to understand (some¬ 
thing) because you have experienced it ■ I know the mean¬ 
ing of loneliness. [=1 know what it is like to be lonely] — of¬ 
ten used in negative statements ■ Those people don’t know 
the meaning of hard work. — often used in an exaggerated 
way to make a forceful statement ■ He doesn’t know the 
meaning of fear. [=he is very brave] ■ I’ll never stop trying. I 
don’t know the meaning of the word “failure.” [=1 am de¬ 
termined not to fail] 

mean-ing-ful /'mi.niijfal/ adj [more most ~~] 

1 : having a clear meaning • The test did not produce any 
meaningful results. 

2 : expressing an emotion or idea without words ■ She 
looked at him in a meaningful way. ■ a meaningful expres¬ 
sion/glance/pause 

3 : having real importance or value ■ He wanted to feel that 
his job was meaningful. ■ The trip turned out to be very 
meaningful for/to both of them. ■ a meaningful relationship/ 
discussion 

- mean-ing-ful-ly adv ■ She paused meaningfully before 
answering the question. — mean-ing-ful-ness noun 
[noncount] 

mean*ing*less /'mi.niritas/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : having no meaning ■ a meaningless phrase 

2 : having no real importance or value ■ He felt that his work 
was meaningless. ■ The movie was filled with meaningless vi¬ 
olence. ■ Their offer to help us was just a meaningless [-emp¬ 
ty] gesture. 

- mean-ing-less-ly adv ■ a meaninglessly violent movie 
— mean-ing-less-ness noun [noncount] 

means /'mi:nz/ noun, pi means 
1 [count] : a way of doing something or of achieving a de¬ 
sired result ■ trains, buses, and other means of transportation 


■ a means of communication/expression • using fingerprints 
as a means of identification • “What’s the best means of get¬ 
ting there?" “Public transportation.” ■ The property was ob¬ 
tained by illegal means. ■ He vowed that he would succeed by 
any means necessary. [=by doing whatever was needed] • He 
would use all/any manner of means to succeed. ■ For her, 
marrying a rich man was just a means to an end. ^some¬ 
thing done only to produce a desired result] All she really 
cared about was money. ■ How can she survive when she has 
no visible means of support!? [=she has no apparent way to 
pay for the things that she needs to live] — see also ways 
and means, the end justifies the means at 1 end 
2 [plural] : the money that someone has : wealth ■ He has 
the means to give you everything you want. ■ His means are 
enough to pay for college. ■ a man/woman of means [=a 
wealthy man/woman] ■ She is a woman of independent 
means. [=she has enough money to support herself without 
help from others] ■ He enjoys a style of living that is beyond 
the means of all but the wealthiest people. [=that only the 
wealthiest people can afford] ■ She was living beyond her 
means. [=she was spending more money than she could af¬ 
ford to spend] ■ He began to save money when he finally 
learned to live within his means. [=to spend money only on 
what he could afford] 

by all means : of course : certainly • “May I come in?” 
“By all meansl" • By all means feel free to get a second 
opinion. 

by means of : through the use of (something) ■ He got out 
of trouble by means of a clever trick. 
by no means or not by any means also not by any man¬ 
ner of means : in no way : not at all ■ It’s by no means cer¬ 
tain that he’ll come. = It’s not by any means certain that 
he’ll come. ■ This is by no means the first time we have had 
this problem. ■ I was not happy about the arrangements by 
any means , but I agreed to do it. ■ This issue has not been 
resolved yet by any manner of means. 
mean—spir-it-ed /'mim'spiratad/ adj [more most ~] 
: feeling or showing a cruel desire to cause harm or pain ■ a 
mean-spirited person ■ a mean-spirited book review 
means test noun, pi ~ tests [count] : a process done to 
find out the amount of money a person has in order to see if 
that person qualifies for government assistance 
- means-test-ed /'mi.nz'testad/ adj ■ a means-tested pro¬ 
gram ■ means-tested assistance/benefits [=assistance/bene- 
fits based on the results of a means test] 
meant past tense and past participle of 'mean 
1 mean-time /'mi:n,taim/ noun 

for the meantime : for the present time : until some time in 
the future ■ You should continue to take the medicine for 
the meantime, [-for now] 

in the meantime 1 : during the time before something 
happens or before a specified period ends • He can come 
back to work when he’s feeling better, but in the meantime 
he should be resting as much as possible. ■ The project is 
scheduled for completion in three months, and there’s a 
great deal of work to be done in the meantime. • The new 
computers won’t arrive until next week, but we can keep 
using the old ones in the meantime. 2 : while something 
else is being done or was being done ■ She spent four years 
studying for her law degree. In the meantime, she contin¬ 
ued to work at the bank. 

2 meantime adv, somewhat informal : Meanwhile ■ He can 
come back to work when he’s feeling better. Meantime, he 
should be resting as much as possible. 

1 mean-while /'mi:n,waj3l/ adv : at or during the same time 
: in the meantime ■ You can set the table. Meanwhile, I’ll start 
making dinner. • She spent four years studying for her law 
degree. Meanwhile, she continued to work at the bank. ■ He 
can come back to work when he’s feeling better, but mean¬ 
while he should be resting as much as possible. 
2 meanwhile noun 

in the meanwhile : at or during the same time : in the 
meantime ■ The new computers won’t arrive until next 
week, but we can keep using the old ones in the meanwhile. 
mea-sles /'mr.zslz/ noun [noncount] : a disease that causes 
a fever and red spots on the skin • He has (the) measles. ■ get/ 
catch the measles — see also german measles 
mea-sly /'miizli/ adj mea-sli-er; -est informal + disapprov¬ 
ing : very small or too small in size or amount • He left a 
measly [=lousy] dime for a tip. ■ She complained about being 
given such a measly raise. ■ All I want is a few measly min¬ 
utes of your time. 
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mea*SUr-able / l me33r3b3l/ adj : large enough to be mea- 
sured or noticed ■ We haven’t had a measurable amount of 
rain in the past several weeks. ■ There has been a measurable 
[= significant] improvement in the company’s performance. 

— mea-sur-ably /'mesarabli/ adv ■ His job performance 
has improved measurably. 

1 measure noun, pi -sures 

1 : an amount or degree of something [count] She felt equal 
measures of hope and fear. — usually singular ■ The prov¬ 
ince has gained a large measure of freedom. • Their children 
want a greater measure of independence. [=they want more 
independence] ■ The coating provides a measure of protec¬ 
tion [=provides some protection] against corrosion. ■ The 
proposal has been met with a measure [=a certain amount] of 
skepticism. ■ The alarm system provides an added measure 
of security. [=provides more security] [noncount] The show 
mixes comedy and drama in equal measure. [=in equal 
amounts] ■ He returned their hostility in full measure. [=he 
was as hostile toward them as they were toward him] ■ The 
company’s success is due in no small measure to her talents. 
[=its success is largely due to her talents] ■ Their actions were 
motivated in large measure by a desire for revenge. ■ An oc¬ 
casion like this calls for some measure of decorum. 

2 [count] a : something (such as a cup or a ruler) that is 
used to measure things — see also tape measure b : a 
unit used in measuring something ■ The meter is a measure 
of length. ■ The dictionary includes a table of weights and 
measures. — see also made-to-measure 

3 [count] : an action planned or taken to achieve a desired 
result ■ The legislature has passed a measure aimed at pro¬ 
tecting consumers. • The governor has proposed a number of 
cost-cutting measures. • They were forced to resort to des¬ 
perate/extreme measures. ■ protective/punitive/preventive 
measures ■ We need to take measures to protect ourselves. 

4 [count]: a sign or indication of something — usually singu¬ 
lar ■ Wealth is not a measure of happiness. • Her willingness 
to compromise is a measure of how much she's changed. 

5 [count] : a way of judging something ■ The company is a 
success by any measure. ■ Are IQ tests the best measure of in¬ 
telligence? 

6 [count] chiefly US, music : a part of a line of written music 
that is between two vertical lines or the group of beats be¬ 
tween these lines ■ a brief clarinet solo in the third measure ■ 
Can you hum a few measures [=bars] of that song? 
beyond measure formal: to a very great degree ■ an artist 

who is talented beyond (all) measure [=who is exceptional¬ 
ly talented] ■ Her joy was beyond measure. [=she was very 
happy] 

for good measure : as something added or extra ■ He per¬ 
formed his most recent songs, and then threw in a couple 
of old ones for good measure. 

have/take/get the measure of (someone) or have/take/ 
get someone’s measure chiefly Brit : to have or get a 
good understanding about what is needed to defeat or deal 
with (someone you are competing against) ■ She failed to 
take the measure of her opponent. [=she failed to realize 
how good her opponent was] 

2 measure verb -sures; -sured; -sur-ing 

1 [+ obj] a : to find out the size, length, or amount of 
(something) • using a ruler to measure a piece of paper • an 
instrument for measuring air pressure ■ I measured [=estimat- 
ed] the distance with my eye. • mental abilities measured by 
IQ testing b : to find out the size of (someone) for clothing 
■ He’s being measured for a new suit. 

2 [+ obj]: to judge the importance, value, or extent of (some¬ 
thing) ■ It’s difficult to measure [-evaluate] the importance of 
these events. ■ His success cannot be measured solely on the 
basis of his popularity. — often + against ■ Her accomplish¬ 
ments need to be measured against f= compared with] those of 
her predecessor. 

3 [linking verb] : to have a specified size ■ The cloth measures 
3 meters. • The room measures 15 feet wide by 30 feet long. 
measure off [phrasal verb] measure off (something) also 

measure (something) off : to measure (something) and 
mark its edges or its beginning and ending ■ They mea¬ 
sured off a half-acre plot for the house lot. ■ He measured 
off three yards of cloth. 

measure out [phrasal verb] measure out (something) also 
measure (something) out: to measure and remove (some¬ 
thing) from a larger amount ■ She carefully measured out 
three cups of flour. 

measure up [phrasal verb] : to be as good as expected or 
needed ■ His early works were promising, but his recent 


films haven’t measured up. [=his recent films haven’t been 
as good as his early ones] — often + to ■ His recent films 
haven’t measured up to his earlier works. ■ Her work didn't 
measure up to our expectations. [=was not as good as we 
expected it to be] 

— mea-sur-er / l mcs&r&/ noun, pi -ers [count] 
mea-SUred /'me 3 ad/ ad) [more most ~] : done with 

thought and care • This crisis requires a measured response. ■ 
She spoke in carefully measured tones. 
mea-sure*less /'mesa'las/ adi : too great or large to be 
measured • the measureless [= immeasurable ] universe ■ She 
seems to have measureless [-boundless] energy. 
mea-sure-ment /'mes^mant/ noun, pi -merits 

1 [noncount] : the act or process of measuring something ■ 
The test is for the measurement of a student’s progress. ■ Car¬ 
pentry requires careful measurement. ■ The instruments pro¬ 
vide accurate measurement of atmospheric conditions. 

2 [count] : a size, length, or amount known by measuring 
something ■ The room’s measurements are 30 by 15 feet. ■ 
The instruments are used for taking measurements of atmo¬ 
spheric conditions. ■ Accurate measurements are required in 
carpentry. ■ The tailor took his measurements, and his waist 
measurement is 36 inches. 

measuring cup noun, pi ~~ cups [count] US : a cup that 
has markings for measuring ingredients when cooking; also 
: a cup that holds a particular amount of an ingredient used 
in cooking ■ a set of measuring cups ranging from X U cup to 1 
cup — see picture at kitchen; compare measuring jug 
measuring jug noun, pi ~ jugs [count] Brit : a cup that 
has markings for measuring liquids when cooking 

— compare measuring cup 

measuring tape noun, pi ~~ tapes [count] : tape mea¬ 
sure 

meat / l mi:t/ noun, pi meats 

1 a [noncount] : the flesh of an animal used as food ■ She 
doesn’t eat meat. • a piece/slice of meat • raw meat • (US) 
ground meat • meat sauce [=sauce that contains meat] *5* 
Meat often refers specifically to the flesh of mammals or 
birds instead of the flesh of fish. It can also sometimes refer 
only to the flesh of mammals. • She eats fish but not meat. • 
The soup can be made with meat , chicken, or fish, b [count] 

: a type of meat • The restaurant serves a variety of meats. • 
sandwich meats — see also dark meat, luncheon meat, 

WHITE MEAT 

2 [noncount] : the part of something (such as a nut) that can 
be eaten ■ coconut meat 

3 [noncount] : the most important or interesting part of 
something ■ The real meat of the book is found in its discus¬ 
sion of his economic plan. 

4 [noncount] US : the thickest part of something (such as a 
baseball bat) ■ He hit the ball right on the meat of the bat. 

— see also dead meat 

meat and potatoes noun [noncount] US, informal : the 
most basic or important part of something : meat • Basic 
conservation is still the meat and potatoes of their environ¬ 
mental plan. ■ the meat and potatoes of the contract/argu¬ 
ment 

meat—and—potatoes adj, always used before a noun, 
chiefly US, informal 

1 : of, relating to, or preferring simple food (such as meat 
and potatoes) instead of fancy food ■ a meat-and-potatoes 
diet • The restaurant appeals to the meat-and-potatoes 
crowd. ■ I’m a meat-and-potatoes guy. 

2 : ordinary or simple • meat-and-potatoes rock and roll 
meat-ball /'mi:t,ba:l/ noun, pi -balls [count] : a small ball 

of chopped or ground meat ■ spaghetti and meatballs 
meat-head /'mi^lied/ noun, pi -heads [count] informal : a 
stupid person ■ Her brother’s a real meathead. 
meat loaf noun, pi ~~ loaves also ~~ loafs [count, noncount] 

: meat that is chopped in very small pieces, mixed with spic¬ 
es, chopped onions, eggs, etc., and baked in the form of a 
loaf ■ a slice of meat loaf 
meat market noun, pi ~~ -kets [count] 

1 : a place where meat is sold 

2 US, informal : a place where people are judged only on the 
basis of their physical qualities (such as sexual attractiveness 
or athletic ability) ■ That bar/club is a real meat market. • 
The scouting camp is a meat market for pro football candi¬ 
dates. 

meat-pack-ing /’mii^paskii]/ noun [noncount] US : the 
business of killing animals for meat and getting the meat 
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ready to be sold — often used before another noun ■ the 
meatpacking industry/business 
meaty /'mi:ti/ adj meat*i«er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 a : of, relating to, or resembling meat ■ meaty flavors/aro¬ 
mas ■ a meaty hunk of fish ■ The mushrooms have a meaty 
texture, b : having or including a large amount of meat • 
meaty bones ■ a meaty diet/stew 

2 : large and heavy or thick with flesh or muscles ■ an athlete 
with meaty forearms/hands 

3 : having a lot of interesting ideas or information ■ a meaty 
novel ■ an actor auditioning for a meaty role ■ The meatiest 
part of the book is the historical background it gives. 

— meat-i-ness noun [ noncount ] ■ the meatiness of the stew 
mec-ca /'meka/ noun, pi -cas 

1 Mecca [singular] : a city in Saudi Arabia that was the 
birthplace of Muhammad and is the holiest city of Islam 

2 [count] : a place that attracts many people ■ The valley is a 
mecca for wine lovers. ■ The town has become a mecca for 
tourists. ■ tourist meccas 

me-ChaVMC /mi'kaemk/ noun, pi -ics [count] : a person 
who repairs machines (such as car engines) and keeps them 
running properly ■ an automotive mechanic — see also me¬ 
chanics 

me«chan«i»cal /mi'kaemkal/ adj 

1 a : of or relating to machinery ■ The flight was delayed be¬ 
cause of mechanical problems/difficulties. ■ a mechanical 
failure/breakdown ■ I was impressed by her mechanical 
know-how. ■ He’s a mechanical genius. [=he is a person who 
is very smart about machines] ■ mechanical parts/compo¬ 
nents b : having or using machinery ■ a mechanical toy/ 
clock/device 

2 [more most ~] disapproving : happening or done with¬ 
out thought or without any effort to be different or interest¬ 
ing ■ She gave a mechanical reply. ■ Copying down the num¬ 
bers is a boring and mechanical job. • The actor gave a stiff 
and mechanical performance. 

3 technical : of or relating to physical energy and forces : re¬ 
lating to the science of mechanics ■ mechanical properties 

— me-chand-caMy /mi'kaenikli/ adv ■ a mechanically com¬ 
plex apparatus ■ He’s not mechanically inclined. [=he is not 
knowledgeable about machineiy] 

mechanical drawing noun, pi — -ings us : drawing 
done by using special instruments that allow you to draw a 
machine, building, etc., in a very precise and accurate way 
[noncount] She’s taking a class in mechanical drawing, 
[count] a detailed series of mechanical drawings 
mechanical engineering noun [noncount] : a type of 
engineering that is mainly concerned with the use of ma¬ 
chines in industry 

- mechanical engineer noun, pi ~ -neers [count] 
mechanical pencil noun, pi ~ -cils [count] us : a pencil 

made of metal or plastic with a lead that is moved forward 
by a mechanical device — called also {Brit) propelling pencil 
me-chan-ics /mi'kaeniks/ noun 

1 [noncount] : a science that deals with physical energy and 
forces and their effect on objects — see also quantum me¬ 
chanics 

2 I plural] : the details about how something works or is done 
• the mechanics of running • He still has a lot to learn about 
the mechanics of running a business. 

mech»a«nism /'meka^izam/ noun, pi -nisms [count] 

1 : a piece of machinery : a mechanical part or group of 
parts having a particular function ■ The camera’s shutter 
mechanism is broken. ■ a timing/locking mechanism 

2 : a process or system that is used to produce a particular 
result ■ Scientists are studying the body’s mechanisms for 
controlling weight. • There is no mechanism in place for en¬ 
forcing the new law. ■ a legal mechanism to prevent lobbyists 
from exerting unfair influence 

3 : a way of acting, thinking, or behaving that helps or pro¬ 
tects a person in a specified way ■ a coping/survival mecha¬ 
nism ■ psychological mechanisms for dealing with a tragic 
loss — see also defense mechanism, escape mechanism 

mech*a*nize also Brit mech«a»nise / l mek9,naiz/ verb 
-niz-es; -nized; -niz-ing [+ obj] : to change (a process or 
an activity) so that it is done with machines instead of by 
people or animals ■ an invention that helped to mechanize 
agriculture 

- mech-a-ni-za-tion also Brit mech-a-ni*sa*tion /,me- 
kana'zeijan, Brit ,mek3|nai l zeij'dn/ noun [noncount] ■ the 
mechanization of the industry — mechanized also Brit 


mechanised adj [more most ~] ■ a highly mechanized 
industry 

1 med /'med/ adj, always used before a noun, chiefly US, infor¬ 
mal : 1 medical ■ med school ■ med students 
2 med noun, pi meds [count] chiefly US, informal : medica¬ 
tion 1 — usually plural ■ He stopped taking his meds. 
3 med abbr medium 
Med abbr Mediterranean 
MEd abbr master of education 
1 med-al /'medl/ noun, pi -als [count] : a 
piece of metal often in the form of a 
coin with designs and words in honor 
of a special event, a person, or an 
achievement ■ He was awarded a medal 
for his heroism. — see also bronze 
MEDAL, GOLD MEDAL, MEDAL OF 
HONOR, SILVER MEDAL 
2 medal verb -als; US -aled or chiefly 
Brit -ailed; US -ahing or chiefly Brit 
-aMing [no obj] : to win a medal ■ She 
medaled in figure skating in the Olym¬ 
pics. 

med*al*ist ( US) or Chiefly Brit med- 
aMist /'medlist/ noun, pi -ists [count] 

: a person who receives or wins a med¬ 
al ■ an Olympic medalist 
me-dal-lion /ma'daeljan /noun, pi -lions [count] 

1 : a large medal 

2 : a decoration that is shaped like a large medal 

3 : a small, round piece of food (such as meat) ■ medallions 
of veal 

Medal of Honor noun, pi Medals of Honor [count] : the 
highest U.S. military award that is given to someone for ex¬ 
treme bravery while in battle with an enemy 
med-dle /'med)/ verb med-dles; med-dled; med-dling 

[no obj] 

1 : to become involved in the activities and concerns of oth¬ 
er people when your involvement is not wanted : inter¬ 
fere — usually + in ■ He was always meddling in other peo¬ 
ple’s personal lives. — sometimes 4- with ■ They are meddling 
with things that don’t concern them. 

2 : to change or handle something in a way that is unwanted 
or harmful — + with ■ Don’t meddle with my stuff. 

— med*dler /'media-/ noun, pi med-dlers [count] ■ She 
thought she was being helpful, but her neighbors saw her 
as a meddler. — meddling noun [noncount] ■ He was an¬ 
noyed by his neighbor’s meddling. — meddling adj, al¬ 
ways used before a noun • meddling neighbors 

med-dle-some /'medjsam I adj [more most ~]: interfer¬ 

ing with the activities and concerns of other people in an un¬ 
wanted or unwelcome way : inclined to meddle ■ Her neigh¬ 
bors saw her as a meddlesome nuisance. 
med*e*vac also med-i-vac /'meda^aek/ noun, pi -vacs 
US 

1 [noncount] : emergency removal of sick or injured people 
from an area especially by helicopter — usually used before 
another noun ■ a medevac mission/team 

2 [count] : a helicopter used to remove sick or injured people 
from an area ■ The wounded soldiers were evacuated by 
medevac to the hospital. ■ an Army medevac 

- medevac also medivac verb -vacs; -vaced or 
-vacked; -vac-ing or -vack*ing [+ obj] ■ The wounded 
soldiers were medevaced to the hospital. 

1 med ia plural of 1 medium 
2 me»dia /'mi:dija/ noun [plural] 

1 : the radio stations, television stations, and newspapers 
through which information is communicated to the public 
: mass media ■ The event attracted a lot of attention from 
the media. = The event attracted a lot of media attention. ■ 
the news media — sometimes used with a singular verb ■ He 
feels that the media is ignoring this important issue. 

2 chiefly US : people who work as news reporters, publish¬ 
ers, and broadcasters : members of the media ■ The event at¬ 
tracted a lot of media. ■ a large crowd of media 

mediaeval variant spelling of medieval 
media event noun, pi ~ events [count] : an event that at¬ 
tracts attention from the news media ■ The President’s visit 
to the school was a major media event. 

1 me*di«an /'miidijan/ noun, pi -ans [count] 

1 mathematics : the middle value in a series of values ar¬ 
ranged from smallest to largest 
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2 US I MEDIAN STRIP 

2 median adj, always used before a noun : in the middle; espe¬ 
cially, mathematics : having a value that is in the middle of a 
series of values arranged from smallest to largest ■ What is 
the median price of homes in this area? 
median Strip noun, pi ~ strips [count] US : a grassy or 
paved area that divides a highway so that traffic going in one 
direction is kept separate from traffic going in the opposite 
direction — called also (US) median, (Brit) central reserva¬ 
tion 

me*di*ate /'mi:di,eit /verb -ates; -at-ed; -at*ing 

1 a : to work with opposing sides in an argument or dispute 
in order to get an agreement [no obj ] He has been appointed 
by the government to mediate (in the dispute) between the 
company and the striking workers. [+ obj] (US) • He has 
been appointed to mediate the dispute, b [+ obj] : to get 
(something, such as a settlement or agreement) by working 
with opposing sides in a dispute ■ He is attempting to mediate 
a settlement between the company and the striking workers. 

■ Negotiators are trying to mediate a cease-fire. 

2 [+ obj] formal + technical : to have an effect or influence in 
causing (something) to happen — usually used as (be) medi¬ 
ated ■ The study indicates that human aggression is partly 
mediated by biological factors. 

— me*di*a*tion /.miidi'ei/an/ noun [noncount] • mediation 
of the dispute — me-di-a-tor / , mi:di,eita > / noun, pi -tors 
[count] ■ She has been appointed to act as a mediator [= in¬ 
termediary] in the dispute. 

med*ic /'medik/ noun, pi -ics [count] : a person who does 
medical work: such as a US : a member of the military 
whose job is to provide emergency medical care to soldiers 
who have been wounded in battle b Brit, informal : a med¬ 
ical student or doctor 

Med'ic*aid /'medi,keid/ noun [singular] US : a government 
program that provides money to people who are unable to 
pay for regular medical care ■ patients who are eligible for 
Medicaid — compare medicare 
1 med»i»cal /'medikal/ adj : of or relating to the treatment of 
diseases and injuries : of or relating to medicine ■ medical 
care/advice/attention ■ high medical bills ■ medical prob¬ 
lems/procedures ■ the medical profession • a medical break¬ 
through • medical school/students • He has a dangerous med¬ 
ical condition. ■ The report was published in a leading 
medical journal. ■ Her recovery was a medical miracle. ■ He 
opened his own medical practice. ■ an important advance in 
medical science ■ a medical center [=a place where people go 
for medical treatment] 

— med-i-caMy /'medikli/ adv • a medically necessary oper¬ 
ation ■ a medically useful drug 

2 medical noun, pi -cals [count] Brit : a medical examination 

: PHYSICAL 

medical examiner noun, pi ~ -ers [count] us : a public 
official who examines the bodies of dead people to find the 
cause of death 

medical practitioner noun, pi ~ -ers [count] formal 
: Doctor 

Medicare /‘medi,ke»/ noun [singular] US : a government 
program that provides medical care especially for old people 

■ patients eligible for Medicare — compare medicaid 
med*i*cate /'medi.keit/ verb -cates; -cat-ed; -cat-ing [+ 

obj] : to treat (a person or disease) with medicine and espe¬ 
cially with drugs ■ medicate an illness ■ The patient had been 
heavily medicated. 

med*i*cat*ed adj : containing a substance that kills germs 
and helps to keep your skin or hair healthy ■ medicated soap/ 
shampoo ■ medicated foot powder 
med*i*ca-tion /imcdi'keijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : a substance used in treating disease or relieving pain 
: medicine [noncount] She’s taking medication for high 
blood pressure. = She’s on medication for high blood pres¬ 
sure. [count] The company has developed a new allergy 
medication. • He stopped taking his medications. 

2 [noncount] : the act or process of treating a person or dis¬ 
ease with medicine ■ His condition requires medication. ■ Her 
illness has not responded to medication. 

me*dic*i*nal /ma'dispal/ adj : used to prevent or cure dis¬ 
ease or to relieve pain ■ a medicinal substance ■ medicinal 
herbs/plants ■ medicinal properties ■ This drug is to be used 
only for medicinal purposes. 

— me-dic-i-naMy adv ■ a medicinally useful substance ■ The 
plant was once used medicinally. 

medicine /'mcdasan, Brit ’medsan/ noun, pi -cines 


1 : a substance that is used in treating disease or relieving 
pain and that is usually in the form of a pill or a liquid 
[count] a cough medicine ■ herbal medicines • He forgot to 
take his medicine, [noncount] I took some medicine. ■ Did 
you look in the medicine cabinet/chest for a pain reliever? 

2 [noncount] : the science that deals with preventing, curing, 
and treating diseases * Their research has led to many impor¬ 
tant advances in modern medicine. • She’s interested in a ca¬ 
reer in medicine. • the practice/study of medicine • preven¬ 
tive medicine — see also internal medicine, socialized 
MEDICINE, SPORTS MEDICINE, WESTERN MEDICINE 

a taste/dose of your own medicine informal : harsh or un¬ 
pleasant treatment that is like the treatment you have giv¬ 
en other people ■ The movie is about a playboy who gets a 
taste of his own medicine when the girl he falls in love with 
jilts him for another guy. 

take your medicine informal : to accept something that is 
unpleasant because it is necessary and cannot be avoided ■ 
If he loses the case, he should just take his medicine and 
stop complaining. 

medicine ball noun, pi ~ balls [count] : a heavy leather- 
covered ball that is used for exercises 
medicine dropper noun, pi ~ -pers [count ]: dropper 
medicine man noun, pi ~ men [count] : a person in Na¬ 
tive American cultures who is believed to have magic powers 
that can cure illnesses and keep away evil spirits 
med-i-CO /'medijkou/ noun, pi -cos [count] informal 
; ‘doctor ■ She proved the medicos wrong by recovering 
quickly from her injuries. 

med*i*CO*le*gal /imedikou'liigal/ adj : of or relating to 
both medicine and law ■ medicolegal problems 
me*di*eval also me-di*ae-val ^mkdi'iival, Brit ^edi'irval/ 
adj [more most ~] 

1 : of or relating to the Middle Ages : of or relating to the 
period of European history from about A.D. 500 to about 
1500 ■ medieval music/history/warriors 

2 informal : very old : too old to be useful or acceptable ■ 
They’re using a computer system that seems positively medi¬ 
eval by today’s standards. 

me-di-o-cre /,mi:di‘ouk»/ adj [more most —] : not very 
good ■ The dinner was delicious, but the dessert was medio¬ 
cre. ■ The carpenter did a mediocre job. ■ a mediocre wine ■ 
The critics dismissed him as a mediocre actor. 
me*di*OC-ri'ty /^iidi'aikrati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : the quality of something that is not very good 
: the quality or state of being mediocre ■ We were disap¬ 
pointed by the mediocrity of the wine. 

2 [count] : a person who does not have the special ability to 
do something well ■ He thought that he was a brilliant artist 
himself and that all his fellow painters were just mediocrities. 

med-i'tate /'med3,teit/ verb -tates; -tat«ed; -tat-ing [no 
obj] : to spend time in quiet thought for religious purposes 
or relaxation ■ He meditates for an hour every morning. 
meditate on/upon [phrasal verb] meditate on/upon (some¬ 
thing) : to think about (something) carefully ■ She meditat¬ 
ed on whether or not to return to school. ■ He was meditat¬ 
ing upon the meaning of life. 
med*i-ta-tion Ameda'teijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : the act or process of spending time in quiet thought: the 
act or process of meditating [noncount] She spent the morn¬ 
ing in meditation. • Daily meditation helps clear his mind. 
[count] his daily meditations 

2 [count] formal : an expression of a person’s thoughts on 
something — often + on or upon • The essay is a meditation 
on modem life. — often plural ■ She recently published her 
meditations on ethics. 

med*i*ta*tive /'meda^eitiv/ adj [more most —] : very 
thoughtful ■ a meditative student ■ I could see that she was in 
a meditative mood. : involving or allowing deep thought or 
meditation ■ meditative music 

— med-ida-tive-ly adv ■ She gazed meditatively at him. 
Med*i*ter*ra*nean /^edata'remijan/ adj : of or relating 
to the Mediterranean Sea or to the lands that surround it ■ a 
Mediterranean island/climate ■ Mediterranean cuisine 
1 me»di»um /'miidijam/ noun, pi me-di*ums or me-dia 
.^miidlja/ [count] 

1 pi mediums : something that is sold in a medium size 
: something that is the middle size when compared with 
things that are larger and smaller ■ I take a medium. ■ These 
shirts are all mediums and I take a large. ■ Make my French 
fries a medium. 

2 pi usually media : a particular form or system of commu- 
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nication (such as newspapers, radio, or television) ■ an effec¬ 
tive advertising medium = an effective medium for advertis¬ 
ing — see also media 

3 : the materials or methods used by an artist ■ Her preferred 
medium is sculpture. ■ The artist works in two media/medi¬ 
ums, pencil and watercolor. 

4 : the thing by which or through which something is done ■ 
Money is a medium [ -means 1 of exchange. ■ English is an im¬ 
portant medium of international communication. 

5 pi mediums : a person who claims to be able to communi¬ 
cate with the spirits of dead people ■ She visited a medium to 
try to talk to her dead son. 

6 formal : a surrounding condition or environment ■ Ocean 
fish live in a medium of salt water. 

happy medium : a good choice or condition that avoids any 
extremes ■ They are looking for a happy medium', a house 
that is not too big but that has lots of storage space. ■ The 
car’s designers have found/struck a happy medium be¬ 
tween affordability and luxury. 

2 medium adj 

1 : in the middle of a range of possible sizes, amounts, etc. ■ 
These T-shirts are available in three sizes: small, medium , 
and large. ■ a person of medium build/height/weight ■ a me¬ 
dium blue [=a blue that is neither very light nor very dark] 

2 of meat : cooked to a point that is between rare and well- 
done ■ How would you like your steak, sir: rare, medium, or 
well-done? *$■ Meat that is medium rare is cooked to a point 
between rare and medium, while meat that is medium well is 
cooked to a point between medium and well-done. 

— medium adv ■ He likes his steak cooked medium. 
medium—sized or medium—size adi : neither large nor 

small ■ a medium-sized pan ■ a medium-size car/house/city 
medium-term adj, always used before a noun : lasting for a 
period of time that is neither long nor short ■ Our short-term 
prospects are grim and our medium-term prospects are un¬ 
certain, but our long-term prospects are good, 
medivac variant spelling of medevac 
med-ley /'medli/ noun, pi -leys [count] 

1 : a musical piece made up of parts of other musical works ■ 
a medley of show tunes 

2 : a mixture of different people or things ■ a medley of 
sights/sounds/aromas 

3 sports : a race in swimming in which swimmers use a dif¬ 
ferent stroke for each different part of the race ■ the 400- 
meter medley 

meek /*mi:k/ adj meek»er; -est: having or showing a quiet 
and gentle nature : not wanting to fight or argue with other 
people ■ a meek child dominated by his brothers ■ a meek re¬ 
ply ■ She may seem meek and mild but it is all an act. 

— meekdy adv ■ He asked meekly for help. — meek-ness 
noun [noncount] 

1 meet /'mi:t/ verb meets; met /'met/; meet-ing 

1 : to see and speak to (someone) for the first time : to be in¬ 
troduced to or become acquainted with (someone) [+ obj] 
He met his wife at work. ■ We met each other in college. ■ Did 
you meet anyone interesting at the party? ■ I’d like you to 
meet my good friend Bob. ■ I’m happy/glad/pleased to meet 
you. = ( informally ) Pleased to meet you. ■ It was nice meeting 
you. = It was a pleasure meeting you. = I’m happy/glad to 
have met you. [no obj \ The couple met at a dance. • We met 
in college. ■ Have we met ? You look familiar. ■ Actually, 
we’ve already met. 

2 a : to come together in order to talk : to go to a place to be 
with someone else [no obj] They met for drinks after work. ■ 
We arranged to meet for lunch. ■ Let’s meet at the park. ■ 
They meet together every week. ■ We are meeting downtown 
tomorrow. [+ obj] I arranged to meet her for lunch. ■ She 
said she’d meet me in/at the park. ■ I’m being met by a friend 
at the airport. ■ I’m planning to meet his plane at the airport. 
[=to be at the airport waiting for him when his plane arrives] 
b [no obj] : to come together formally : to have a meeting ■ 
The club meets eveiy Wednesday night. : to come together 
for a discussion ■ We are meeting today to discuss the plans. 

3 [+ obj] a : to see (someone) by chance ■ I met [=ran into] 
an old friend at the store. ■ I hope we’ll meet again someday, 
b : to come near (someone or something) as you are passing 
by ■ We only met one other car on the road. 

4 : to face each other in a game, competition, war, etc. [no 
obj] The teams met in the finals last year. ■ The candidates 
will meet for two debates. ■ Two great armies met on the bat¬ 
tlefield that day. (+ obj] The Boston Red Sox will meet the 
New York Yankees in a three-game series this weekend. ■ 


The army was advancing to meet the enemy. 

5 : to touch and join with or cross something else [+ obj] the 
point where the river meets the sea [no obj] the point where 
the river and the sea meet ■ His jacket does not meet in front. 
[=the two sides of his jacket do not touch in the front; his 
jacket is too small] 

6 [+ obj a : to be equal to (something) ; to match (some¬ 
thing) ■ The store promises to meet the price of any compet¬ 
itor. b : to succeed in doing or providing (something) ■ 
They met all our demands. [=they did everything that we de¬ 
manded] ■ The restaurant didn’t meet (our) expectations. [=it 
was not as good as we expected it to be] ■ They haven’t yet 
met the requirements for entry. [=they have not done what 
they must do for entry] C : to reach (something, such as a 
goal) ■ They failed to meet their target/goals. ■ The students 
here are expected to meet very high standards. : to succeed 
in doing what is required by (something) ■ They met the chal¬ 
lenge. ■ We somehow managed to meet the deadline. ■ The 
new policies are intended to help meet the growing demand 
for new housing. ■ The company was unable to meet its pay¬ 
roll. [=the company was unable to pay its employees when it 
was supposed to] ■ We have enough money to meet our 
needs. [=to pay for the things that we need] ■ We work very 
hard to meet the needs of our customers. [=to provide our 
customers with what they need] 

7 [+ obj] a : to experience or be affected by (something bad 
or unpleasant) ■ They met defeat bravely. ■ They met trouble 
on the way home. ■ The proposal has met [= encountered] 
some opposition. [=there has been some opposition to the 
proposal] ■ This is the place where he met his death. [=where 
he was killed; where he died] ■ I hope they don’t meet the fate 
of so many others in their situation. [=1 hope the things that 
happen to others in their situation do not happen to them] 
b : to deal with or face (something) directly ■ She met his 
glance/gaze without looking away. [=she looked directly at 
him as he looked at her] ->■ When two people’s eyes meet 
they look directly at each other. ■ Their eyes met. = His eyes 
met hers. = He met her eyes. 

8 [+ obj] : to be sensed by (the eyes, ears, etc.) ■ We were 
shocked by the sight that met our eyes/gaze/view. [=we were 
shocked by what we saw] ■ A distant murmur met his ear/ 
ears. [=he heard a distant murmur] ■ When they opened the 
door they were met by/with a shocking sight. [=they saw 
something shocking] 

make ends meet see 1 end 

meet (someone) halfway : to reach an agreement with 
(someone) by giving up something that you want: to com¬ 
promise with (someone) ■ We can’t comply with all your 
requests, but we can meet you halfway. ■ Can we at least 
meet halfway on this? 

meet up with [phrasal verb] meet up with (someone) infor¬ 
mal : to come together with (someone) : to go to a place to 
be with (someone) • I’ll meet up with you later. [=I’ll meet 
you later] ■ They met up with each other for drinks. 
meet with [phrasal verb] 1 meet with (someone) : to come 
together with (someone) to talk about something : to have 
a meeting with (someone) ■ We are meeting with the archi¬ 
tect today to discuss the plans. ■ Can you meet with us later 
today? 2 meet with (something) : to have or experience 
(something) ■ The proposal has met with (some) opposition. 
■ We met with many adventures on our trip. ■ He met with a 
warm reception [=he was warmly received/welcomed] 
when he arrived. ■ When she didn’t arrive on time, we were 
worried that she might have met with an accident. • Her 
ideas met with their approval. [=they approved her ideas] 
meet your maker see maker 
more than meets the eye see ‘eye 

— meet»er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ He’s one of the company’s 
meeters and greeters. [=a person who meets new people 
and welcomes them to a place] 

2 meet noun, pi meets [count] 

1 chiefly US ; a large gathering of athletes for a sports com¬ 
petition ■ a track/swim meet — called also (Brit) meeting , see 
also SWAP MEET 

2 Brit : an event or occasion when people come together to 
hunt foxes 

meeting / , mi:tiij/ noun, pi -ings 
1 a [count] : a gathering of people for a particular purpose 
(such as to talk about business) • The club’s monthly meeting 
will be held next Monday evening. ■ She was too busy to at¬ 
tend the meeting. ■ Let’s have/hold/call/convene a meeting to 
discuss these problems. ■ postpone/adjoum/close a business 
meeting • a committee/staff meeting ■ I wasn’t able to talk to 
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him because he was in a meeting, b : a gathering of people 
for religious worship [count] a Quaker meeting • a revival 
meeting • a prayer meeting [noncount] ( US) He attends 
Quaker meeting. 

2 [count] a : a situation or occasion when two people see 
and talk to each other ■ They started dating each other soon 
after their first meeting. • Their friendship began with a 
chance meeting at a business convention, b : a situation or 
occasion when athletes or teams compete against each other 

■ Tonight’s game will be their first meeting of the season. C 
Brit : 2 meet 1 ■ an athletics meeting 

3 [singular] : the place where two things come together ■ a 
town at the meeting of two rivers 

a meeting of minds or US a meeting of the minds : an 
understanding or agreement between two people or 
groups ■ The company and the union tried to come to a 
meeting of the minds. [=they tried to reach an agreement] 
meet-ing-house /‘mi:tii),haus/ noun, pi -hous-es [count] 
: a building used for public gatherings and especially for 
Christian worship in the past 
mega /'mega/ adj, informal 

1 : very large : vast ■ a mega electronics store 

2 [more most ~] : very popular, successful, or important ■ 
an actor who has become a mega celebrity 

mega- /mega/ combining form 

1 a : great : large ■ a megastore b informal : extremely • 
mega-rich 

2 technical : million : multiplied by one million ■ megahertz 

■ megabyte 

mega-bit /'mega,bit/ noun, pi -bits [count] computers : one 
million bits — abbr. Mb 

mega-bucks /'mega,b\ks/ noun [plural] informal : an ex¬ 
tremely large amount of money ■ a star athlete who is earn¬ 
ing megabucks 

— mega-buck /'mega,bAk/ adj, always used before a noun ■ 
a megabuck movie [=a movie that cost a great amount of 
money to produce] ■ an athlete with a megabuck contract 

mega-byte /'mega,bait/ noun, pi -bytes [count] computers 
: a unit of computer information equal to 1,048,576 bytes ■ 
The CD has a storage capacity of 800 megabytes. — abbr. 
MB; compare gigabyte, kilobyte 
mega-COr-po-ra-tion /,mega,koapa'rei Jan/ noun, pi 
-tions [count] : an extremely large and powerful corpora¬ 
tion 

mega-dose /'mega,dous/ noun, pi -dos-es [count] US : a 
large amount of medicine, vitamins, etc. : a large dose ■ He 
took megadoses of vitamin C. 

mega-hertZ /'mega^a^s/ noun, pi -hertz [count] technical 
: a unit of radio frequency equal to one million hertz — 
abbr. MHz 

mega-hit /'mega,hit/ noun, pi -hits [count] informal : some¬ 
thing (such as a movie) that is extremely successful ■ His lat¬ 
est movie was a megahit. 

mega-lith /'meg3,li0/ noun, pi -liths [count] : a very large 
stone used in ancient cultures as a monument or part of a 
building 

— mega-lith-ic /,mEga'li0ik/ adj ■ a megalithic tower/tomb/ 
monument 

meg-a-lo-ma-nia /,mEgalou'meinija/ noun [noncount] : a 
condition or mental illness that causes people to think that 
they have great or unlimited power or importance • Their 
CEO has an arrogance that borders on megalomania. 
meg-a-lo-ma-ni-ac /,mEgalou'meini,£ek/ noun, pi -acs 
[count] : a person who believes that he or she has unlimited 
power or importance : a person who has megalomania ■ 
Their CEO is a real megalomaniac. 

— megalomaniac adj ■ a megalomaniac artist — meg-a- 
lo-ma-ni-a-cal Amegaloums'najakal/ adj - megalomania- 
cal delusions • a megalomaniacal politician 

meg-a-lop-O-lis /,mEga'la:palas/ noun, pi -lis-es [count] 

US 

1 : a very large city 

2 : an area that includes a large city or several large cities 
mega-phone /'mEga,foun/ noun, pi -phones [count] : a 

cone-shaped device used to make your voice louder when 
you speak through it — compare bullhorn 
mega-plex /'mega,picks/ noun, pi -plexes [count] US : a 
large building that contains many movie theaters 

— compare multiplex 

mega-Star /'mega,stcia-/ noun, pi -stars [count] informal : a 
very famous and successful performer (such as an actor or 
an athlete) 


mega-Store /'mEga^toa*/ noun, pi -stores [count] : a very 
large store that sells many different products • a discount 
megastore [superstore] 

mega-ton /'mega, tAn//iow/i, p/ -tons [count] : an explosive 
force that is equal to one million tons of TNT • an atomic ex¬ 
plosion with a force of several megatons 
mega-watt /'mEga,wa:t/ noun, pi -watts [count] : a unit of 
electrical power equal to one million watts ■ 50 megawatts of 
electricity — compare kilowatt 
mein see chow mein, lo mein 

meis-ter /'maiste/ noun, pi -ters [count] informal : some¬ 
one who knows a lot about something : someone who is an 
expert in something — usually used in combination ■ a 
champion puzz\e-meister ■ a rap -meister 
mel-a-mine /'mEla,mi:n/ noun [noncount] : a type of hard 
plastic that is used especially for covering other materials 
mel-an-cho-lia /,melan'koulija/ noun [noncount] old- 
fashioned + literary : a feeling of sadness and depression 
mel-an-chol-ic /,mElan'ka:hk/ adj [more most ~] old- 
fashioned + literary : very sad : gloomy ■ a melancholic out¬ 
look - melancholic music 

1 mel-an-choly /'mElan,ka:li/ noun [noncount] old-fashioned 
+ literary : a sad mood or feeling • suffering from melancholy 
■ a time of melancholy 

2 melancholy adj [more most ~\ : feeling or showing sad¬ 
ness : very unhappy • She was in a melancholy mood. ■ He 
became quiet and melancholy as the hours slowly passed. ■ 
melancholy [sad, depressing] music/thoughts 
me-lange /mei'lcuncfc/ noun, pi -lang-es [count] : a mix¬ 
ture of different things • a melange of colors and shapes ■ a 
melange of architectural styles 

mel-a-nin /'melanan/ noun [noncount] : a dark brown or 
black substance that is a natural part of people’s skin, hair, 
and eyes 

mel-a-no-ma /.mEla'nouma/ noun, pi -mas also -ma*ta 
/-mata/ medical : a type of cancer or tumor that begins as a 
dark spot or area on the skin [noncount] She has melanoma, 
[count] a malignant melanoma 

1 meld /'meld/ verb melds; meld-ed; meld-ing : to blend or 
mix together [no obj] Cook the sauce slowly to let the fla¬ 
vors meld (together). [+ obj] Cook the sauce slowly to meld 
the flavors (together). 

2 meld noun [singular] chiefly US : a mixture of things ■ a meld 
[=blend] of musical influences • a meld of Jewish and Chris¬ 
tian customs 

me-lee /*mei,lei, Brit 'me,lei/ noun, pi -lees [count] : a con¬ 
fused struggle or fight involving many people — usually sin¬ 
gular ■ They were seriously injured in the melee. 
mel-lif-lu-ous /mE'liflawas/ acjj [more most ~] formal 
: having a smooth, flowing sound ■ mellifluous speech • a 
mellifluous voice 

— mel-lif-lu-ous-ly adv ■ She sang mellifluously. 

1 mel-low /'melon/ adj mel-low*er; -est [also more most 

~] 

1 : pleasantly rich, full, or soft: not harsh, bright, or irritat¬ 
ing ■ The painting captures the mellow light of a summer 
evening. ■ mellow music • a mellow golden color 

2 : having a pleasing rich flavor that develops over time • 
This wine is very mellow. ■ a mellow cheese 

3 a : very calm and relaxed ■ He was in a mellow mood. ■ She 
was a tough and demanding teacher, but she became mellow¬ 
er in her old age. ■ He’s a very mellow guy. • a mellow crowd 
b informal : relaxed from drinking alcohol or using drugs ■ 
After a couple of drinks we all started feeling pretty mellow. 

2 rnellOW verb -lows; -lowed; -low-ing : to become or to 
cause (someone or something) to become less harsh, irritat¬ 
ing, nervous, etc. [no obj] She was a tough and demanding 
teacher, but she has mellowed in her old age. • The wine 
needs time to mellow. [+ obj] She was a tough and demand¬ 
ing teacher, but old age has mellowed her. ■ Time mellowed 
[softened] their hard feelings. 

mellow out [phrasal verb] US, informal : to become relaxed 
and calm ■ She mellowed out as she grew older. : to calm 
down ■ You’re getting all upset over nothing. You need to 
mellow out. 

— mel-low-ness noun [noncount] 
me-lod-ic /ma'lcudik/ adj 

1 : of or relating to melody ■ the melodic flow of the music ■ 
a pleasing melodic line/pattem 

2 [more most ~] : having a pleasant musical sound or 
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melody ■ a melodic tune ■ a melodic voice 

— me-lod-i-caMy /ma'laidikli/ adv - The birds were singing 
melodically. 

me-io-di-OUS /ma'loudijas/ adj [more most ~]: having a 
pleasing melody • a melodious song : having or making a 
pleasant musical sound ■ a melodious sound/voice ■ melodi¬ 
ous birds/instruments 

— me-lo-di-ous-ly adv ■ singing melodiously — me-lo-dl- 
ous-ness noun [noncount] 

melo-dra-ma /'me^draima/ noun, pi -mas 

1 : drama in which many exciting events happen and the 
characters have very strong or exaggerated emotions [ non¬ 
count 1 Critics dismissed his work as melodrama. ■ an actor 
with a talent for melodrama [count] She is starring in anoth¬ 
er melodrama. 

2 : a situation or series of events in which people have very 
strong or exaggerated emotions [count] The trial turned into 
a melodrama, [noncount] a life full of melodrama 

melo*dra-mat-ic Ameladra'msetik/ adj [more mast "-] 
often disapproving : emotional in a way that is very extreme 
or exaggerated : extremely dramatic or emotional ■ a melo¬ 
dramatic movie/story/script ■ Oh, quit being so melodramat¬ 
ic. ■ melodramatic music 

— melo-dra-mat-i-cal-ly Ameladra'mjetikli/ adv ■ She 
threw herself onto the bed melodramatically and sobbed. 

melO"dra-mat»icS Ameladra'insetiks/ noun [plural] : ex¬ 
tremely dramatic or emotional behavior : melodramatic be¬ 
havior ■ He told the story without any melodramatics. 
mel-O-dy /'meladi/ noun, pi -dies 

1 : a pleasing series of musical notes that form the main part 
of a song or piece of music [count] He wrote a piece that in¬ 
cludes some beautiful/haunting melodies, [noncount] a 
composer known for his love of melody 

2 [count] : a song or tune ■ He sang a few old-fashioned mel¬ 
odies. 

mel*on /'melan/ noun, pi -ons [count, noncount] : a large, 
round fruit that has a hard skin and sweet, juicy flesh — see 
also HONEYDEW MELON, WATERMELON 

1 mejt /'melt/ verb melts; melt-ed; melt-ing 

1 : to change or to cause (something) to change from a solid 
to a liquid usually because of heat [no obj] The butter melt¬ 
ed in the frying pan. ■ The snow is finally melting. [+ obj] She 
melted butter in the frying pan. ■ a tablespoon of melted but¬ 
ter ■ melted cheese 

2 [no obj] : to gradually become less or go away : disappear 
■ Their determination melted in the face of opposition. — of¬ 
ten + away ■ Her anger melted away when she saw that he 
was truly sorry. ■ As the sun rose the fog began to melt away. 

3 : to begin to have feelings of love, kindness, sympathy, etc. 
[no obj] She melted at his kindly words. ■ Her heart melted 
with compassion. [+ obj] It would have melted your heart 
[=it would have filled you with compassion, sympathy, etc.] 
to see her lying in that hospital bed. 

butter wouldn’t melt In someone’s mouth see 'butter 
melt down [phrasal verb] A a of a nuclear reactor : to heat 
up accidentally, melt, and release radiation ■ The reactor’s 
core melted down, b : to experience a very fast collapse 
or failure ■ The stock market has melted down. — see also 
meltdown 2 melt (something) down or melt down 
(something) : to melt (something) so that it can be used for 
another purpose ■ melt down a coin ■ The stolen gold has 
probably already been melted down, 
melt into [phrasal verb] melt into (something) : to become 
difficult or impossible to see by changing into or becoming 
combined with (something else) ■ The colors in the paint¬ 
ing melt into one another. ■ Her frown melted into a smile. ■ 
She melted into [=disappeared into] the crowd. ■ He seemed 
to melt into thin air. [=he seemed to disappear] 
melt In your mouth Food that melts in your mouth is deli¬ 
cious and feels soft or becomes soft when you put it in 
your mouth. ■ chocolate candies that melt in your mouth ■ 
The fish practically melts in your mouth. 

2 melt noun, pi melts [count] US : a sandwich made with melt¬ 
ed cheese ■ a tuna melt 
melt-down /'melt,daun/ noun, pi -downs 

1 : an accident in which the core of a nuclear reactor melts 
and releases radiation [count] a nuclear meltdown [non¬ 
count] fears that an accident could cause meltdown 

2 a : a very fast collapse or failure [count] a stock market 
meltdown [noncount] a company experiencing financial 
meltdown b [count] chiefly US, somewhat informal : a very 
fast loss of emotional self-control ■ After a long day at the 


beach, our toddler had a major meltdown in the car on the 
way home. — see also melt down at 'melt 
melt-ing /'meltnj/ adj : having a quality that causes gentle 
feelings of love, sympathy, etc. ■ a love song’s melting lyrics ■ 
She looked at him with melting eyes. 

— melt-ing-ly adv 

melting point noun, pi ~ points [count, noncount] : the 
temperature at which something melts ■ a metal’s melting 
point 

melting pot noun, pi ~ pots [count] : a place (such as a 
city or country) where different types of people live together 
and gradually create one community — usually singular ■ 
The city is a melting pot of different cultures. ■ the American 
melting pot 

in the melting pot Brit : not yet certain or finally decided 
: still changing or likely to change ■ Our plans are still in 
the melting pot. ■ It looked like our team was winning, but 
then everything went back in the melting pot. [=the out¬ 
come became uncertain again] 
mem-ber /'mcmba'/ noun, pi -bers [count] 

1 : someone or something that belongs to or is a part of a 
group or an organization ■ a club/committee/team member - 
family members ■ The club has 300 members. ■ She is a mem¬ 
ber of the House of Representatives. ■ She is a member/Mem- 
ber of Parliament. ■ a member of the audience ■ band/crew/ 
gang members ■ This bird is a member of the finch family. ■ 
countries that are members of the United Nations — see also 

CHARTER MEMBER, FOUNDING MEMBER 

2 technical : a part of a structure (such as a building or a 
bridge) ■ a horizontal member of a bridge ■ the roofs sup¬ 
porting members 

3 a old-fashioned : a body part (such as an arm or a leg) ■ his 
lower members b — used as a polite way of saying penis ■ 
the male member 

mem-ber-ship /'membas.fip/ noun, pi -ships 

1 : the state of belonging to or being a part of a group or an 
organization : the state of being a member [noncount] ( US) 
He applied for membership in the club. = (Brit) He applied 
for membership of the club, [count] What is the cost of a 
one-year membership ? ■ They renewed their memberships. 

2 : all the people or things that belong to or are part of an or¬ 
ganization or a group [noncount] Membership in the club 
doubled last year. ■ clubs that are hoping to increase their 
membership [count] The club has a large membership. ■ The 
membership has voted to accept the proposal. = (Brit) The 
membership have voted to accept the proposal. ■ clubs that 
are hoping to increase their memberships 

mem-brane /'mem.brein/ noun, pi -branes [count] : a thin 
sheet or layer ■ The computer chip is covered by/with a plas¬ 
tic membrane. [=the computer chip is covered by/with a very 
thin sheet of plastic]; especially : a thin sheet or layer of tis¬ 
sue that is part of a plant or an animal’s body ■ a cell mem¬ 
brane 

— mem-bran-ous /'membranas/ adj, technical • membran¬ 
ous tissue 

me-men-to /ma'mentou/ noun, pi -tos or -toes [count] 
: something that is kept as a reminder of a person, place, or 
thing : souvenir ■ a collection of photographs and memen¬ 
tos ■ It was a memento of our trip, 
memo /'memou/ noun, pi mem-os [count] : a usually brief 
written message from one person or department in an orga¬ 
nization, company, etc., to another : memorandum ■ He 
sent a memo to the staff, 
mem-oir /'mem,waay noun, pi -oirs 

1 memoirs [plural] : a written account in which someone 
(such as a famous performer or politician) describes past ex¬ 
periences ■ a retired politician who is writing his memoirs 

2 [count ]: a written account of someone or something that is 
usually based on personal knowledge of the subject ■ He has 
written a memoir of his mother. ■ a memoir of Hollywood in 
the 1930s 

mem-O-ra-bil-ia Amemara'bilija/ noun [plural] : objects or 
materials that are collected because they are related to a par¬ 
ticular event, person, etc. : things collected as souvenirs ■ a 
display of sports/military memorabilia ■ She collects Beatles 
memorabilia. 

mem-O-ra-ble /'memarabal/ adj [more most ~] : very 
good or interesting and worth remembering ■ a memorable 
vacation/experience ■ It was the most memorable line of the 
play. ■ She gave a memorable performance. 

— mem-o-ra-bly /'memarabli/ adv ■ a memorably exciting 
event 
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mem*0*ran>dum /.mcma'raendsm/ noun, pi -dums or 
-da /-da/ [count] 

1 : a usually brief written message or report from one per¬ 
son or department in a company or organization to another ■ 
The company president sent a memorandum [=(less formal¬ 
ly) memo\ to each employee. 

2 law : an informal written record of an agreement that has 
not yet become official 

1 me»mo*ri*al /ma'morijal/ noun, pi -als [count]: something 
(such as a monument or ceremony) that honors a person 
who has died or serves as a reminder of an event in which 
many people died ■ a war memorial — often + to • The new 
hospital is a fitting memorial to her. 

2 memorial adj, always used before a noun : created or done 
to honor a person who has died or to remind people of an 
event in which many people died • a memorial service/monu¬ 
ment • a memorial scholarship fund 
Memorial Day noun, pi ~ Days [count, noncount] : the 
last Monday in May that is a national holiday in the U.S. 
honoring members of the armed forces who died in wars 
me*mo*ri*al*ize also Brit me-mo*ri*aMse /ma'morijo- 
,laiz/ verb -lz»es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] formal : to do or cre¬ 
ate something that causes people to remember (a person, 
thing, or event) ■ an exciting period in history that has been 
memorialized in many popular books and movies 
memoriam see in memoriam 

mem*0*rize also Brit mem*o*rise /‘mema^aiz/ verb -riz- 
es; -rized; -rizdng [+ obj ] : to learn (something) so well 
that you are able to remember it perfectly • He memorized 
the speech. ■ an actress memorizing her lines 

- mem-o-rl*za«tion also Brit mem«o-ri*sa*tion 
Amemara'zeiJ'an, Brit ^ema^ai'zeijan/ noun [noncount] 

mem«Q«rv /'memari/ noun, pi -rles 

1 : the power or process of remembering what has been 
learned [count] He began to lose his memory as he grew old¬ 
er. ■ He has an excellent memory for faces. [=he is very good 
at remembering faces] ■ Those people have long memories. 
[=they remember things that happened long ago] ■ She has a 
short memory. [=she forgets things quickly] ■ Dad has a se¬ 
lective memory : he remembers the times he was right and 
forgets the times he was wrong, [noncount] They claim that 
these pills can improve (the) memory. ■ short-term/long-term 
memory ■ He committed the speech fo memory. [=he memo¬ 
rized the speech] • If memory serves (me rightly/correctly), 
his name is John. [=if I remember accurately, his name is 
John] — see also photographic memory 

2 a [count] : something that is remembered ■ We have pleas¬ 
ant memories of the trip. ■ trying to repress bitter/painful 
memories ■ childhood memories ■ His name evokes memories 
of a happier time. ■ That time is just a dim/faint memory to 
me now. b [noncount] : the things learned and kept in the 
mind ■ The happiness of those times is still vivid in my mem¬ 
ory. ■ Her name has faded from memory. ■ I seem to have 
very little memory of that time in my life. ■ Her name has 
faded from my memory. [=1 cannot remember her name] ■ 
That tragic day has become part of our collective memory. 
[—it is something that we all remember] ■ He has no memory 
of what happened. [=he does not remember what happened] 

■ I can’t remember exactly how much it costs. Could you re¬ 
fresh my memor^l [=remind me] ■ The sudden shock jogged 
his memory and everything came flooding back into his 
mind. 

3 [count] : the things that are remembered about a person 
who has died • Even though he is no longer with us, his mem¬ 
ory lives on. [=we still remember him] 

4 : the period of time that a person can remember [count] 

— usually singular ■ These events occurred within their 
memory, [^occurred during the time that they can remem¬ 
ber] [noncount] These events occurred within living memo¬ 
ry. ■ The harbor froze over for the first time in (modern/re¬ 
cent) memory. 

5 [noncount] computers a : capacity for storing information 

■ a computer with 512MB of memory ■ The computer needs 
more memory, b : the part of a computer in which infor¬ 
mation is stored ■ information stored in memory — see also 
RANDOM-ACCESS MEMORY 

from memory : without reading or looking at notes ■ She 
delivered the speech (entirely) from memory. • He played 
the entire piece from memory. ■ She can recit efrom memo¬ 
ry the capitals of all the states of the U.S. 
in memory of or in someone’s memory : made or done to 
honor someone who has died ■ The monument is in memo¬ 


ry of the soldiers who died in battle on this field. ■ He do¬ 
nated the painting in his wife’s memory, 
memory lane If you take a stroll/trip/walk (etc.) down 
memory lane, you think or talk about pleasant things from 
the past. ■ We took a stroll down memory lane , talking about 
our time at school together, 
men plural of 'man 
1 men-ace /‘menas/ noun, pi -ac*es 

1 [count] a : a dangerous or possibly harmful person or 
thing — usually singular ■ Those dogs are a menace. — often 
+ to ■ Those dogs are a menace to the neighborhood. • a crim¬ 
inal who is a menace to society b : someone who causes 
trouble or annoyance — usually singular ■ That kid is a men¬ 
ace. 

2 [noncount] : a dangerous or threatening quality ■ There 
was an atmosphere of menace in the city. ■ She could hear 
the menace in his voice. 

with menaces Brit, law : with threats : using threatening ac¬ 
tions or language ■ They were accused of demanding mon¬ 
ey with menaces. 

2 menace verb -aces; -aced; -acting [+ obj] somewhat for¬ 
mal : to threaten harm to (someone or something) — often 
used as (be) menaced • She was menaced by a man with a 
knife. ■ a country menaced by war 

— menacing adj [more most ~] ■ He gave her a menacing 

look. — men*ac-ing*ly /'menasiqli/ adv ■ He looked at 
her menacingly. 

me*nage a trois /mei'ncusa'trwci:/ noun, pi manages & 
trois /mei’naisa'trwa:/ [count] : an arrangement in which 
three people have sex with each other especially while living 
together 

me*nag*er*ie /ma'naetfeari/ noun, pi -ies [count] : a collec¬ 
tion of animals kept especially to be shown to the public ■ a 
menagerie of rare creatures — sometimes used figuratively ■ 
The jail houses a menagerie of criminals. 

1 mend /'mend/ verb mends; mend-ed; mend-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to make (something broken or damaged) usable 
again : to repair (something broken or damaged) ■ Dad’s try¬ 
ing to mend [=fix] the roof. ■ The town needs to mend these 
roads. • Fishermen were mending their nets. ■ She spent the 
evening mending (the holes in) her socks. ■ mending a tom 
sleeve = mending a tear in a sleeve — often used figuratively 
■ He’s tiying to mend his reputation. ■ We’ve mended our dif¬ 
ferences [=stopped arguing] and agreed on a plan. 

2 : to heal or cure (a broken bone, a sad feeling, etc.) [+ obj] 
Surgery was needed to mend (the break in) the bone. • Only 
time can mend a broken heart. [=make someone stop being 
sad] [no obj] Her arm mended slowly after surgery. ■ His 
broken heart never completely mended. 

mend fences or mend your fences : to improve or repair a 
relationship that has been damaged by an argument or dis¬ 
agreement ■ She mended fences with her father. ■ They are 
trying to mend their fences. • After the election, he spent a 
lot of time mending political fences, 
mend your ways : to change or improve your behavior : to 
stop behaving badly • It’s time (for you) to mend your ways. 
■ She told her teenage son to start mending his ways. 

— mend-er noun, pi -ers [count] • road menders 
2 mend noun [singular] : a place where something (such as a 

piece of clothing) has been repaired ■ You can hardly see the 
mend in the sleeve. 

on the mend : becoming better after an illness or injury ■ 
Her broken leg is on the mend. ■ Her health is on the mend. 
: becoming better after a bad or poor period ■ The coun¬ 
try’s economy is on the mend. ■ They almost got a divorce, 
but now their marriage is on the mend. 
men*da*ciouS /men'deifas/ adj [more most ~] formal 

1 : not honest: likely to tell lies ■ a mendacious businessman 

2 : based on lies ■ The newspaper story was mendacious and 
hurtful. ■ a mendacious political campaign 

— men-da-cious-ly adv - men-da-cious-ness noun 
[noncount] 

men*dac*i*ty /men*daesati /noun [noncount]formal : lack 
of honesty : the condition of being mendacious ■ The people 
leam«d of their government’s mendacity [=leamed that their 
government had told lies] only after the war had ended, 
meri'di-cant /'mendikant/ noun, pi -cants [count] formal 
: someone (such as a member of a religious group) who lives 
by asking people for money or food ■ wandering mendicants 

— mendicant adj ■ mendicant friars ■ a mendicant monk 
men -folk /'menjfouk/ noun [plural] old-fashioned + humor¬ 
ous : the men of a family, town, etc. ■ While the women pre- 
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pared dinner, the menfolk relaxed in the living room. 

1 me-nial /'mi.nijal/ adj [more most —] — used to describe 
boring or unpleasant work that does not require special skill 
and usually does not pay much money • a menial job ■ She 
thought household chores were menial and unimportant. ■ 
performing menial labor/tasks 

2 menial noun, pi -nials [count] old-fashioned : a person (such 
as a servant) who does boring or unpleasant work for little 
money : someone who does menial work ■ low-paid menials 
men-in-gi-tis ^menan'cfeaitas/ noun [noncount] medical : a 
serious and often deadly disease in which an outside layer of 
the brain or spinal cord becomes infected and swollen ■ She 
was diagnosed with spinal meningitis. 

Men-nonite fmcn^nait/ noun, pi -nites [count] : a person 
who belongs to a Christian religious group whose members 
live simply and wear plain clothing 
men« 0 «pause /'mena^ccz/ noun [noncount] : the time in a 
woman’s life when blood stops flowing from her body each 
month : the time when a woman stops menstruating ■ (US) a 
woman going through menopause = (Brit) a woman going 
through the menopause ■$* Menopause usually occurs when 
a woman is near the age of 50. 

— men-o-paus-al /.mena'pcr.zsl/ adj • menopausal signs 
and symptoms ■ menopausal women 

me-no*rah /ma'nora/ noun, pi -rahs 
[count] : an object that holds seven or 
nine candles and that is used in Jewish 
worship 

mervses /'men,si:z/ noun [plural] med¬ 
ical : the flow of blood that comes from 
a woman’s body each month 
men’s room noun, pi ~ rooms 
[count] US : a public bathroom for use 
by men and boys — called also (Brit) 
gents-, compare ladies’ room 

men*Stru*al /'menstruwal/ adj : of or relating to menstrua¬ 
tion : of or relating to the flow of blood that comes from a 
woman’s body each month ■ menstrual pain ■ menstrual 
blood ■ the menstrual cycle [=the monthly series of changes 
that happen in the body of a woman who is menstruating] 
menstrual period noun, pi ~ -ods [count] : the time 
when a woman menstruates each month • She experiences 
pain during her menstrual period. — called also period 
men*Stru*ate /'menstru.eit/ -verb -ates; -at-ed; -at*ing 
[no obj] of a woman : to have blood flow from your body as 
part of a process that happens each month ■ She began men¬ 
struating at the age of 12. 

— men-stru-a-tion /.menstru'eijan/ noun [noncount] 
mens*wear /'menz.wea'/ noun [noncount] : clothes for men 

■ T he store sells an extensive line of menswear. ■ He works in 
the menswear department. 

-ment /msnt/ noun suffix 

1 : the action or process of doing something ■ improvement ■ 
develop/we/if 

2 : the product or result of an action ■ entertain/we/jf 

3 : the state or condition caused by an action ■ amazement ■ 
i\i\i\]\ment 

men»tal /'mentl/ adj 

T a : of or relating to the mind ■ mental abilities ■ She was 
worried about her son’s mental and physical development. ■ 
the mental state/condition of a criminal ■ mental health b 
: existing or happening in the mind ■ We had a mental image/ 
picture of what we thought the house would look like. ■ I’ve 
got a mental list of the things I need at the store. ■ I’ll make a 
mental note to see if we can reschedule the meeting. ■ mental 
arithmetic [=arithmetic done in your mind without writing 
numbers or using a calculator] 

2 always used before a noun a : relating to or affected by an 
illness of the mind ■ She was beginning to show signs of men¬ 
tal illness. ■ a mental disorder ■ He suffered a mental break¬ 
down. ■ a mental patient b : caring for people with mental 
illnesses ■ mental hospitals 

3 informal : crazy ■ She looked at me as if I had gone men¬ 
tal. • That guy is a complete mental case. [=he is crazy] 

— men-taMy adv • mentally ill ■ mentally competent ■ Men¬ 
tally I’m OK, but physically I’m a wreck! 

mental age noun, pi ~~ ages [count] technical : a measure¬ 
ment of a person’s ability to think and understand that is ex¬ 
pressed as the age at which an average person reaches the 
same level of ability ■ a 40-year-old man with the mental age 
of 10 

men-tal-i-ty /men'tselati/ noun, pi -ties [count] : a particu¬ 


lar way of thinking — usually singular ■ You can only won¬ 
der about the mentality of someone who does such things. ■ 
He criticizes filmmakers for their blockbuster mentality. 
[=for thinking only about making movies that could be 
blockbusters] • a war mentality — see also bunker men¬ 
tality, SIEGE MENTALITY, VICTIM MENTALITY 
menthe see cr£me de menthe 

men-thol /'mcn,0a:l/ noun [noncount] : an oil made from 
mint that has a strong smell and that is used in candies, ciga¬ 
rettes, and especially medicines for sore throats 

— men-tho-lat-ed /'men03,leit3d/ adj • mentholated ciga¬ 
rettes [^cigarettes that contain menthol] 

1 mention /'menJan/ verb -tions; -tioned; -doming [+ obj] 

1 : to talk about, write about, or refer to (something or 
someone) especially in a brief way "In her speech, she men¬ 
tioned (the help of) her parents, husband, and fellow actors. ■ 
She’s never mentioned anything to me about her husband. ■ I 
get nervous every time his name is mentioned. • They men¬ 
tioned him by name. • I believe I mentioned the problem to 
you last week. • Most history books don’t even mention the 
event. ■ As previously mentioned , his proposal has been 
widely criticized. ■ He fails/neglects to mention , however, the 
seriousness of the crime. ■ She mentioned that she would be 
out of the office the following day. ■ She has helped me in 
ways too numerous to mention. [=has helped me in very 
many ways] ■ Her contributions were mentioned only in 
passing. [=mentioned only in a way that was very brief] ■ 
Now (that) you mention it, I do remember seeing him before. 

2 : to refer to or suggest (someone) as having a possible role 
or status ■ He’s being mentioned as a possible candidate. 
[=people are saying that he is a possible candidate] 

don’t mention it — used to answer someone who has just 
thanked you for something ■ “Thank you so much for your 
help." “ Don’t mention it. It was the least I could do.” 
not to mention — used when referring to another thing that 
relates to what you have just said ■ Our favorite Italian res¬ 
taurant makes its own fresh bread and salad dressing, not 
to mention [=in addition to] a great spaghetti sauce. • We 
were cold, wet, and hungry, not to mention [=and also] ex¬ 
tremely tired. 

2 mention noun, pi -tions : a short statement about some¬ 
thing or someone : an act of mentioning something or some¬ 
one — usually singular [count] In her speech, she carefully 
avoided any mention of her costar. ■ There was barely a men¬ 
tion of the plan’s possible dangers. * T he mere mention of 
blood makes me ill. ■ I get nervous at the mention of his 
name. ■ Her contributions deserve a mention, [noncount] 
One other issue deserves special mention. ■ Her contributions 
deserve some mention. = Her contributions are worthy of 
mention. • She made mention of [=she mentioned] their con¬ 
tributions. ■ Most history books make no mention of the 
event. [=they say nothing about the event] — see also hon¬ 
orable MENTION 

1 men*tor /'rnen.uW noun, pi -tors [count] : someone who 
teaches or gives help and advice to a less experienced and of¬ 
ten younger person ■ After college, her professor became her 
close friend and mentor. • He needed a mentor to teach him 
about the world of politics. • We volunteer as mentors to/of 
disadvantaged children. ■ young boys in need of mentors 

2 mentor verb -tors; -tored; -tor-ing [+ obj] : to teach or give 
advice or guidance to (someone, such as a less experienced 
person or a child) : to act as a mentor for (someone) ■ The 
young intern was mentored by the country’s top heart sur¬ 
geon. ■ Our program focuses on mentoring teenagers. 

— mentoring noun [noncount] ■ young boys in need of men¬ 
toring 

menu /'men,ju:/ noun, pi men«us [count] 

1 a : a list of the foods that may be ordered at a restaurant ■ 
I’d like to see your lunch menu, please. ■ What’s good on the 
menu today? ■ There are two chicken dishes under eight dol¬ 
lars listed on the menu, b : the foods that are served at a 
meal ■ When you’re planning a dinner party, the choice of 
(the/your) menu is very important. 

2 : a list of things that you can choose from ■ a menu of tele¬ 
vision programs; especially, computers : a list shown on a 
computer from which you make choices to control what the 
computer does ■ You can save your work by choosing “Save” 
from the “File” menu. — see also drop-down menu, 
PULL-DOWN MENU 

1 me*OW (chiefly US) or Brit mi«aow /mi'au/ noun, pi me¬ 
ows [count] : the crying sound made by a cat 
the cat’s meow see cat 
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2 meow ( chiefly US) or Brit miaow verb meows; me-owed; 
me*ow*ing [no obj ] of a cat : to make a crying sound ■ We 
could hear a cat meowing at the door. 
mer*can*tile /'ma^an^iil, 'makan^aial/ acij, always used 
before a noun, formal : of or relating to the business of buy¬ 
ing and selling products to earn money : of or relating to 
trade or merchants • mercantile policy ■ a small mercantile 
[^merchant] town ■ wealthy mercantile families 
1 mer-ce-nary /'ma^neri, Brit 'maisanari/ noun, pi -nar>ies 
[count] : a soldier who is paid by a foreign country to fight in 
its army : a soldier who will fight for any group or country 
that hires him ■ an army of foreign mercenaries 
2 mercenary adj 

1 always used before a noun : hired to fight ■ mercenary 
armies ■ a mercenary soldier 

2 [more most ~] disapproving : caring only about making 
money ■ His motives in choosing a career were purely merce¬ 
nary. ■ a mercenary [-greedy] businesswoman 

1 mer*chan a dise /'matfan^aiz/ noun [noncount] somewhat 
formal : goods that are bought and sold ■ We sell quality mer¬ 
chandise. • The merchandise will arrive by truck at noon. ■ 
He’s developed his own brand of merchandise. 
Merchandise verb -dis-es; -dlsed; -discing [+ obj] 

1 : to make the public aware of (a product being offered for 
sale) by using advertising and other methods ■ merchandising 
women’s shoes 

2 : to present (someone) to the public like a product being 
offered for sale ■ merchandise a movie star ■ The political 
candidates are being merchandised to the public. 

— mer*chan*dis*er noun, pi -ers [count] • Merchandisers 
decorated their stores’ windows for the holidays. 

mer-chan*dis*ing /'matfan,daizig/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the activity of trying to sell goods or services by advertis¬ 
ing them or displaying them attractively ■ She is the compa¬ 
ny’s director of merchandising. 

2 : the activity of selling products that are related to some¬ 
thing (such as a television show, movie, or sports team) in or¬ 
der to make more money • The film made a lot of money 
thanks to strong merchandising. ■ Most of the movie’s earn¬ 
ings came from merchandising and not ticket sales. 

1 merchant /'ma'tfant/ noun, pi -chants [count] 

1 somewhat old-fashioned : someone who buys and sells 
goods especially in large amounts ■ a wine merchant [=dealer] 
• Merchants traveled hundreds of miles to trade in the city. ■ 
a family of wealthy merchants 

2 chiefly US or Scotland : the owner or manager of a store ■ 
The town’s merchants closed their shops during the parade. ■ 
Prizes were given by local merchants. 

3 informal : someone who is known for a particular quality, 
activity, etc. ■ He’s a real speed merchant. [=he runs very 
fast] ■ doom merchants [=people who are always saying that 
bad things are going to happen] 

2 merchant adj, always used before a noun : used for or in¬ 
volved in trading goods • merchant ships • a society’s mer¬ 
chant class ■ a wealthy merchant family 
mer*Chant*able /'ma'tfantabal/ adj, law : of good enough 
quality to be sold ■ merchantable wood 
merchant bank noun, pi ~~ banks [count] chiefly Brit : a 
bank for large companies that trade goods in other countries 

- merchant banker noun, pi ~ -ers [count] - merchant 
banking noun [noncount] 

merchant marine noun [singular] chiefly US : all of a 
country’s ships that are used for trading goods rather than 
for war; also : the people who work such ships ■ a member of 
the merchant marine — called also (Brit) merchant navy 
merchant seaman noun, pi ~ -men [count] : a sailor 
who works on a ship involved in trading goods : a member 
of the merchant marine 
mer-ci-ful /'ma'sifsl/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : treating people with kindness and forgiveness : not cruel 
or harsh : having or showing mercy ■ a merciful ruler ■ a mer¬ 
ciful god ■ He became less merciful to his enemies. ■ a merci¬ 
ful decision 

2 ; giving relief from suffering ■ He died a quick and merciful 
death. ■ The movie at last came to a merciful end. [=the mov¬ 
ie was so bad that its ending was a relief] 

mer*Ci"fllMy /'ma'Sifali/ adv 

1 : in a kind or merciful way ■ His crimes have been dealt 
with mercifully. 

2 : in a good or lucky way ■ He makes movies that are merci¬ 
fully free of violence. [=it is good that his movies do not have 
much violence] ■ The lecture was mercifully brief. [=1 was 


glad that the lecture was so brief] ■ Mercifully , the professor 
always makes our tests easy. 

mer-ci-less /'masilas/ adj [more most ~] : having or 
showing no mercy : very cruel or harsh * a merciless killer ■ a 
merciless army ■ the merciless killing of innocent people ■ 
merciless honesty ■ He has been merciless in his criticism of 
his opponent. 

— mer-ci*less*ly adv ■ mercilessly honest criticism ■ the 
mercilessly hot sun 

mer-CU-ri*al /ma^kjarijal /adj [more most ~] 

1 a : changing moods quickly and often — used to describe 
someone who often changes from being happy to being an¬ 
gry or upset in a quick and unexpected way ■ a mercurial 
movie star ■ She had a mercurial personality/disposition. ■ 
mercurial behavior b : changing often : very changeable • 
mercurial weather 

2 : very lively and quick ■ mercurial wit 
mer-CU-ry /'makjari/ noun 

1 [noncount] a : a silver metal that is liquid at normal tem¬ 
peratures b : the mercury in a thermometer that shows the 
air’s temperature ■ In the summer, the mercury can reach 
over 100 degrees Fahrenheit. ■ By late afternoon, the mercu¬ 
ry had dropped (to) below zero. 

2 Mercury [singular] : the planet that is closest to the sun 
mer*CV /'masi/ noun, pi -cies 

1 [noncount] : kind or forgiving treatment of someone who 
could be treated harshly ■ He is a vicious criminal who de¬ 
serves no mercy. ■ She fell to her knees and asked/begged/ 
pleaded for mercy. • Have you no mercy ? = Are you utterly 
without mercy ? ■ May God have mercy on us all. [=may God 
treat us all with kindness and forgiveness] ■ He showed no 
mercy to his enemies. = He showed his enemies no mercy. 
[=he treated his enemies very harshly] ■ The boss took mercy 
on us [=he treated us kindly] and let us go home early. • a 
man of mercy [=a man who treats other people with kindness 
and forgiveness] ■ The prisoner confessed his crimes and 
threw himself on the mercy of the court. [=the prisoner 
begged the court for mercy] 

2 [noncount] : kindness or help given to people who are in a 
very bad or desperate situation ■ an act of mercy • They came 
on a mission/errand of mercy to provide food and medical 
care for starving children. ■ a mercy mission 

3 [count]: a good or lucky fact or situation * It’s a mercy that 
the building was empty when the fire started. ■ We should be 
grateful/thankful for small mercies. [=even though bad things 
have happened to us, we should be grateful that our situa¬ 
tion is not worse] ■ Thank heaven for small mercies. 

4 old-fashioned + informal — used as an interjection to show 
surprise ■ Mercy ! That wind is cold! ■ I’m not hungry, but 
mercy [= heavens, goodness ], that food sure does smell good! ■ 
Mercy me\ That wind is cold. 

at the mercy of or at someone’s or something’s mercy 
: in a position or situation in which you can be harmed by 
(someone or something you cannot control) ■ With no way 
to control the ship, we were at the mercy of the sea. ■ The 
people were at the mercy of the advancing army. = The 
army advanced, and the people were at their mercy. [=the 
people could do nothing to defend themselves from the 
army] ■ Our plans were at the mercy of the weather, 
fo the mercy of or to the (tender) mercies of : without 
any protection from (someone or something you cannot 
control) • He had to leave his boat to the mercy of the 
storm. ■ As the army retreated, the people were left to the 
mercies of the advancing enemy, 
mercy killing noun, pi -ings : the killing of someone 
who is very sick or injured in order to prevent any further 
suffering [count] Some called her death a mercy killing, 
[noncount] He is opposed to mercy killing. [=euthanasia] 
mere /'mi tfj adj, always used before a noun mer-est 

1 — used to say that something or someone is small, unim¬ 
portant, etc. ■ She was a mere child [=she was only a child] 
when her father died. • His voice did not rise above a mere 
whisper. = His voice did not rise above the merest [—slightest] 
whisper. ■ You can taste a mere hint of spice. = You can taste 
the merest hint of spice. ■ The trip takes a mere two hours. 
[=the trip takes only two hours] ■ You can own this car for a 
mere 20 dollars a week. ■ These mysteries can’t be solved by 
mere mortals like us. 

2 — used to say that something small is important or has a 
big effect or influence ■ The mere thought of going makes 
me nervous. • The mere fact that he agreed to help us is a 
good sign. ■ The mere/merest mention of his name makes her 
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angry. ■ He gets sick at the merest sight of blood. 
mere*lv /'mia^li/ adv : ONLY, just — used to say that some¬ 
one or something is small, unimportant, etc. ■ This is merely 
a minor delay. ■ They were merely children when their father 
died. ■ Was it merely a coincidence? ■ It was merely a sugges¬ 
tion. — used to describe the only reason for something or 
the only effect of something ■ She got the job merely because 
her father owns the company. [=the only reason she got the 
job was because her father owns the company] ■ Your essay 
merely hints at the real problem. ■ You shouldn’t blame her. 
She was merely following orders. [=she was following orders 
and not doing anything more than that] ■ I’m not criticizing 
you. I’m merely suggesting that we try a new approach. 
not merely — used to say that one thing is true and that an¬ 
other thing is also true ■ He was not merely a great baseball 
player, he was also a great person, 
mer-e-tri-cious /jmera'tnjas/ adj [more most ~~]formal 
+ disapproving : attractive in a cheap or false way ■ meretri¬ 
cious beauty 

merge /'msKfc/ verb merg-es; merged; merg-ing 

1 a [+ obj] : to cause (two or more things, such as two com¬ 
panies) to come together and become one thing ■ They 
planned to merge [= combine, unite ] the two companies. ■ 
Their music merges [-blende combine r] different styles from 
around the world. : to join or unite (one thing) with another ■ 
To save the business, the owners decided to merge it with one 
of their competitors, b [no obj ] : to become joined or unit¬ 
ed ■ The two banks merged to form one large institution. ■ 
Many small companies have been forced to merge. • Three 
lanes of traffic all merge at this point. — often + with • Many 
small companies have been forced to merge with other small 
companies. — often + into ■ The two former rivals have 
merged into one large business. ■ Three lanes of traffic merge 
into one. 

2 [no obj] : to change into or become part of something else 
in a very gradual way • Day slowly merged into night. ■ Along 
the coast the mountains gradually merge with the shore. ■ 
She merged into the crowd and disappeared. 

merg-er /'m noun, pi -ers [count] : the act or process 
of combining two or more businesses into one business ■ The 
law firm announced its $50 million merger with one of its 
competitors. ■ If the proposed merger of the two oil compa¬ 
nies goes through, it would be bad for the economy, 
me-rid-i-an /ma'ndijan/ noun, pi -ans [count] : any one of 
the lines that go from the North Pole to the South Pole on 
maps of the world — see also prime meridian 
me-ringue /ma'rcei)/ noun, pi -ringues [count, noncount] 
: a light, sweet mixture of egg whites and sugar that is baked 
and used as a topping for pies and cakes ■ a layer of meringue 
■ lemon meringue pie 
1 mer-it /'merat/ noun, pi -its 

1 [count] : a good quality or feature that deserves to be 
praised ■ The great merit [= advantage, strength] of this plan is 
its simplicity. — usually plural ■ The plan has many merits. • 
It’s difficult to judge the merits of her proposal. ■ We were 
talking about the relative merits of running and walking as 
kinds of exercise. ■ The five contestants will be judged on 
their own merits. [=they will be judged by looking at their 
skills and their good and bad qualities] ■ We should consider 
each idea on its merits. [=we should consider the good and 
bad things about each idea] 

2 [noncount] formal : the quality of being good, important, 
or useful: value or worth ■ His ideas have (some) merit. ■ She 
saw merit in both of the arguments. ■ Their idea is without 
merit. = Their idea has no merit. ■ The study has no scientific 
merit. ■ Hiring decisions are based entirely on merit. [=people 
are hired because they have the skills to do the job well] 

2 merit verb -its; -it«ed; -it-ing [+ obj] : to deserve (something, 
such as attention or good treatment) by being important or 
good ■ Both ideas merit further consideration. ■ These issues 
merit special attention. ■ His good work merits a raise. ■ She 
did well enough to merit a second interview. ■ The attention 
she received was not merited. 

mer-i-tO-ri-OUS Amers'torijas/ adj [more most ~]formal 
: deserving honor or praise ■ She was given an award for 
meritorious service. • meritorious conduct ■ a meritorious 
[-praiseworthy] achievement 

mer-maid /'ma'.meid/ noun, pi -maids [count] : an imagi¬ 
nary sea creature that has a woman’s head and body and a 
fish’s tail instead of legs 

mer-ri-ment /'menmant/ noun [noncount] : laughter and 
enjoyment ■ a time of great joy and merriment • Their house 


was always filled with merriment. • My embarrassment was a 
cause/source of great merriment among my friends. [=my 
friends were very amused by my embarrassment] 
mer»ry /'meri/ adj mer*ri*er; -est somewhat old-fashioned 

1 : very happy and cheerful : feeling or showing joy and 
happiness • Let’s eat, drink, and be merry ! ■ They sang a mer¬ 
ry little song. ■ a merry man ■ merry laughter 

2 : causing joy and happiness ■ a very merry occasion 

go on your merry way 1 or be on your merry way : to 
leave a place ■ Soon I’ll be on my merry way. [=soon I’ll be 
leaving] 2 often disapproving : to continue doing what 
you have been doing ■ She just goes on her merry way, lov¬ 
ing men and then breaking their hearts. 
lead (someone) a merry chase/dance see 'lead 
make merry old-fashioned : to have fun and enjoy yourself 
by eating, drinking, dancing, etc. ■ They made merry 
throughout the night. 

Merry Christmas — used to wish someone an enjoyable 
Christmas holiday ■ Merry Christmas to you and your fam¬ 
ily. ■ We wish you a Merry Christmas and a happy New 
Year! 

the more the merrier — used to say that more people are 
welcome or invited to do something ■ “Can I bring my 
friends to the party?” “Of course, the more the merrierV' 

— mer*rl«ly Anersli/ adv • laughing merrily — mer-ri-ness 
/'merinas/ noun [noncount] ■ the merriness of the occasion 
mer«ry—go—round /'merigouiraond/ noun, pi -rounds 
[count] 

1 : a large round platform that turns around in a circle and 
has seats and figures of animals (such as horses) on which 
children sit for a ride ■ We rode the merry-go-round at the 
town fair. — called also (US) carousel, (Brit) roundabout 

2 : a set or series of repeated activities that are quick, con¬ 
fusing, or difficult to leave ■ a merry-go-round of parties ■ She 
couldn’t get off the legal merry-go-round. 



mer-ry-mak-ing /'meri,meikir)/ noun [noncount] : fun and 
enjoyment : joyful celebration that includes eating, drink¬ 
ing, singing, and dancing ■ a night of menymaking 
— mer*ry*mak*er /'mer^meik &/ noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a 
crowd of merrymakers 

me-sa /'meisa/ noun, pi -sas [count] : a hill that has a flat 
top and steep sides and that is found in the southwestern 
U.S. — see color picture on page C7 
mes-ca-line also Brit mes*ca-lin /'meskatan/ noun [non¬ 
count] : a drug that comes from a cactus and that makes 
people see things that are not real 
mes-clun /'mesklan/ noun [noncount] US : a mixture of 
young leaves from different plants (such as different types of 
lettuce) that is eaten as a salad 
mesdames plural of madam i, madame 
mesdemoiselles plural of mademoiselle 
’mesh /'me// noun, pi mesh*es : a material made from 
threads or wires with evenly spaced holes that allow air or 
water to pass through [noncount] We covered the blueberry 
bushes in nylon mesh to keep the birds from the fruit. ■ wire 
mesh [count] a wire mesh — sometimes used figuratively ■ 
She was caught in a mesh [=(more commonly) web] of her 
own lies. 

2 mesh verb meshes; meshed; mesh*ing 

1 a [+ obj] : to cause (things) to fit together or work together 
successfully • They meshed traditions from several cultures 
into one wedding ceremony. ■ The book tries to mesh philos¬ 
ophy and/with humor, b [no obj] : to fit or work together 
successfully ■ The two plans mesh well/nicely. — often + 
with ■ The movie’s score meshes well with its somber plot. ■ 
He never meshed with the rest of the team. 
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2 [no obj\ of the parts of a machine : to fit together and move 
together properly ■ The gears weren’t meshing properly. 
mes*mer>ize also Brit mes*mer*lse /'mezms^aiz/ verb 
-iz-es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ obj\ : to hold the attention of 
(someone) entirely : to interest or amaze (someone) so much 
that nothing else is seen or noticed — usually used as (be) 
mesmerized • The crowd was mesmerized by the acrobats. 

- mesmerizing also Brit mesmerising adj [more most 
~] ■ a mesmerizing voice/performance/beat 
mes*quite /ma'skiit/ noun, pi -quites [count] : a tree or 
bush that grows in the southwestern U.S. and Mexico and 
that has a hard wood which is often used in grilling food be¬ 
cause of the special flavor produced by its smoke; also [\non¬ 
count ]| : the wood of the mesquite 
1 mess / f mEs/ noun, pi mess*es 

1 a [count] : a very dirty or untidy state or condition — usu¬ 
ally singular ■ We found the papers in a mess. ■ It took years 
to clean up the mess caused by the oil spill. ■ She’s the only 
cook in the family who never makes a mess of/in the kitch¬ 
en. b [singular] : something or someone that looks very 
dirty or untidy ■ The apartment was a mess when he left it. = 
He left the apartment a mess. ■ He was a mess after gardening 
all day. ■ My hair is a mess. 

2 [count] a : a situation that is very complicated or difficult 
to deal with ■ I don’t know how the economy got to be (in) 
such a mess. ■ Well, that’s another fine mess you’ve gotten me 
into! • How do we get ourselves into these messes ? b 
: something that is not organized well or working correctly ■ 
The school system is a mess. • Things were a real mess for a 
while after she retired. ■ My life is a complete mess. 

3 [singular] informal a : someone who is very unhappy, 
confused, etc. ■ She was a real mess for a while after her di¬ 
vorce. b US : someone who is showing a lot of emotion es¬ 
pecially by crying ■ He was a mess during his daughter’s wed¬ 
ding ceremony. 

4 [count] : the place where people in the military eat ■ the of¬ 
ficers’ mess — called also mess hall 

5 [singular] US, informal : a large amount of something — + 
of ■ a mess of cash ■ a mess of cabbage/greens/peas ■ They’re 
in a mess of trouble. [=a lot of trouble] 

6 informal : solid waste from an animal [count] The puppy 
made a mess on the rug. [noncount] cleaning up dog mess 
make a mess of : to ruin (something) or to make many 

mistakes in doing (something) ■ The scandal made a mess 
of his political career. ■ The weather made a mess of our 
plans. ■ He made a mess o/his speech. 

2 mess verb messes; messed; messdng 

mess around or Brit mess about [phrasal verb] informal 1 
: to spend time doing things that are not useful or serious 
: to waste time ■ We just messed around [= fooled around] 
all afternoon. ■ She spent the evening messing around on 
the computer. ■ It’s time we stopped messing around and 
got busy. 2 : to have sex with someone who is not your 
husband, wife, or regular partner ■ His wife discovered that 
he was messing around [= fooling around] (on her). — often 
+ with ■ His wife discovered that he was messing around 
with his secretary. 3 mess (someone) around/about Brit 
: to cause problems or trouble for (someone) especially by 
making changes that are not expected ■ I don’t like being 
messed about this way! 4 mess around/about with (some¬ 
thing) a : to use or do (something) in a way that is not 
very serious ■ I’m not really a painter; I just like to mess 
around with paints. ■ She spent the evening messing around 
with [^fooling around with] the computer, b : to handle or 
play with (something) in a careless or foolish way ■ Stop 
messing around [= fiddling around] with the stereo. 
mess up [phrasal verb] informal 1 : to make a mistake : to 
do something incorrectly ■ About halfway into the recipe, I 
realized that I had messed up, and I had to start over. — of¬ 
ten + on ■ She’s afraid she’ll mess up on the test. ■ I messed 
up on my first attempt. 2 mess (something) up or mess 
up (something) a : to make mistakes when you are doing 
or making (something) ■ He messed up the speech. ■ I 
messed up my first attempt and had to try again, b : to 
make (something) dirty or untidy : to make a mess of 
(something) ■ Don’t mess up my room. ■ The wind messed 
up her hair. = Her hair got messed up in the wind. C : to 
damage or ruin (something) ■ She’s really messed up her 
life. ■ His life has been messed up by his drug addiction. : to 
damage or change (something) so that it does not work 
properly ■ I don’t know what I did, but I somehow messed 
up the computer. ■ My watch has been messed up [=has not 
worked properly] ever since I dropped it in the sink. ■ The 


mountains messed up the cell phone signal. 3 mess 
(someone) up or mess up ( someone ) a US : to beat and 
injure (someone) ■ He got messed up [= toughed up, beaten 
up] by a gang of bullies. ■ They messed him up pretty badly, 
b : to make (someone) very upset and unhappy ■ Breaking 
up with her boyfriend has really messed her up. ■ She’s 
been pretty messed up ever since she broke up with her 
boyfriend. 

mess with [phrasal verb] informal 1 mess with (someone) 
: to cause trouble for (someone) : to deal with (someone) 
in a way that may cause anger or violence ■ I wouldn’t 
want to mess with him. ■ You’d better not be messing with 
me. 2 mess with (something) a chiefly US : to deal with 
or be involved with (something that causes or that could 
cause trouble) ■ The company doesn’t want to mess with 
small distributors. ■ He doesn’t want to mess with cocaine 
anymore, b : to handle or play with (something) in a 
careless way : to mess around with (something) ■ Don’t 
mess with the camera. 3 *$■ In very informal English, 
something that messes with your mind/head causes you to 
feel confused. ■ The movie messes with your mind and you 
don’t find out what’s going on until the end. 
mes»saq e /'mesitfe/ noun, pi -sag-es 

1 [count] : a piece of information that is sent or given to 
someone ■ an e-mail message • deliver/send/receive a mes¬ 
sage • Did you get my message! • She has received messages 
of support/sympathy from hundreds of people. ■ Were there 
any messages for me? = Did anyone leave a message for 
me? ■ I left a message on her answering machine. ■ He’s not 
here right now. Can I take a messagefl ■ The computer dis¬ 
played an error message. [=a message indicating that an er¬ 
ror has occurred] — see also text message 

2 [singular] : an important idea that someone is trying to ex¬ 
press in a book, movie, speech, etc. ■ I liked the story but I 
didn’t really agree with the book’s message. ■ He believed in 
the church’s message of forgiveness. ■ She hopes the speech 
will help her to get the party’s message across. [=help her to 
tell people what the party believes or stands for] 

get the message informal : to understand something that is 
not being said directly ■ When they didn’t return my phone 
calls, I finally got the message. [=1 finally realized that they 
did not want to talk to me] ■ He gave her an angry look, 
hoping she’d get the message, 
mixed messages see mixed 

off message : saying things that do not agree with the offi¬ 
cial position of a political group or party ■ A few Cabinet 
members seem off message on government policy. 
on message : saying things that agree with the official posi¬ 
tion of a political group or party ■ The President wants ev¬ 
eryone to be/get back on message when giving interviews, 
message board noun, pi ~ boards [count] : a public 
computer system on the Internet that allows people to read 
and leave messages for other users — called also bulletin 
board 

mes*sag*ing /'mesicfeir]/ noun [noncount] : a system used 
for sending messages electronically ■ an electronic messaging 
system/service ■ wireless messaging — see also instant 
MESSAGING 

mes*sen«ger /'mespcfea/ noun, pi -gers [count] : someone 
who delivers a message or does other small jobs that involve 
going somewhere ■ Their company’s messenger brought us 
the plans. - The company’s plans were brought to us by mes¬ 
senger. • They sent a messenger to pick up the package. 
blame/shoot the messenger : to become angry at some¬ 
one who has told you bad news 
mess hall noun, pi ~ halls [count] : 'mess 4 
mes-si-ah /ma'saja/ noun, pi -ahs 

1 the Messiah a Judaism : a king who will be sent by God 
to save the Jews b Christianity : Jesus Christ 

2 [count] : a person who is expected to save people from a 
very bad situation ■ They thought the new principal was the 
messiah the school had been hoping for. ■ a political messiah 

mes*si*an*ic /,mesi'£enik/ adj 

1 : relating to or having the qualities of a messiah ■ a messi¬ 
anic political leader 

2 : supporting a social, political, or religious cause or set of 
beliefs with great enthusiasm and energy ■ messianic zeal 

Messrs. (US) or Brit Messrs /'mesa^z/ — used as a formal 
plural of Mr. • Messrs. Lowry and Jones, Attorneys at Law 
messy /'mesi/ adj mess*i*er; -est 
1 : not clean or tidy ■ a very messy room ■ messy papers 
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2 : carelessly made or done : not careful or precise ■ messy 
[; =sloppy ] thinking 

3 : causing or involving a mess • a messy pen ■ Painting a 
room can be messy work.: likely to make something dirty or 
sticky ■ Some kinds of glue are messier than others. ■ messy 
hair gel ■ a delicious but messy sandwich 

4 : very unpleasant and complicated ■ a messy divorce/scan¬ 
dal ■ I heard all of the messy details of the lawsuit. 

— mess-i-ly /'mesali/ adv ■ She splattered the paint messily 
[^sloppily, carelessly ] on the wall. — mess*i*ness 
/'mesinas/ noun [noncount] 

met past tense and past participle of 1 MEET 
meta- /meta/ prefix 

1 : change ■ metamorphosis 

2 : more than : beyond ■ metaphysics 
me*tab«0«lism /ma'tsebajizam/ noun, pi -lisms biology 

: the chemical processes by which a plant or an animal uses 
food, water, etc., to grow and heal and to make energy 
[count] studying the metabolisms of various organisms ■ Reg¬ 
ular exercise can help to increase your metabolism, [sin- 
crease the rate at which your body turns food into energy] 
[noncount] protein metabolism 

— met-a-bobic ^meta'badik/ adj ■ metabolic rate ■ a meta¬ 
bolic disorder — met*a»bol*ic*aMy /jneta'ba'.likli/ adv 

me*tab*0*lize also Brit me-tab*o*lise /ma'taebajaiz/ verb 
-liz*es; -lized; -liz-ing [+ obj] biology : to change (food) 
into a form that can be used by your body : to process and 
use (substances brought into your body) by metabolism ■ 
metabolizing nutrients • Food is metabolized by the body. 
met»al /'metl/ noun, pi -aIs : a substance (such as gold, tin, 
or copper) that usually has a shiny appearance, is a good 
conductor of electricity and heat, can be melted, and is usu¬ 
ally capable of being shaped [noncount] scraps/strips/ 
sheets/lumps/pieces of metal ■ a mixture of various kinds of 
metal ■ sculptors who work in metal and clay [count] a mix¬ 
ture of different metals • Gold is a metal. — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ metal bowls ■ a metal roof — see also 
heavy metal, sheet metal, precious metal at PRECIOUS 
put the pedal to the metal see ‘pedal 
me-taMic /ma'taelik/ adj 

1 [more most ~] : resembling metal: such as a : shiny 
like metal ■ a metallic blue color ■ We chose a paint with a 
metallic luster, b : tasting like metal • The medicine has a 
metallic taste. 

2 : made of metal or containing metal« metallic threads ■ Sil¬ 
ver is a metallic element. 

3 [more most ~]: having a harsh sound ■ a. metallic [-grat¬ 
ing] voice ■ the metallic screech of the car’s brakes 

met-aMur*gy /'metb^fci, Brit ma'taelacfei/ noun [noncount] 
: a science that deals with the nature and uses of metal ■ 
studying metallurgy 

— met-aMur-gi-cal /(metl'^fcikal/ adj ■ metallurgical tech¬ 
niques — met-aMur-gist /'metj,^<fcist, Brit ma'taelacfeist/ 
noun, pi -gists [count] • an expert metallurgist 

met-al-work /'mEthwa-k/ noun [noncount] : things that are 
made out of metal; especially : metal objects that are made 
in an artistic and skillful way ■ fine metalwork ■ a beautiful 
piece of metalwork 

met-al-work-ing /'met^w^knj/ noun [noncount] : the act 
or process of making things out of metal ■ ancient metal¬ 
working techniques 

— met-al-work-er /'met^w^ka 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a 
skillful metalworker 

meta-mor-phose ^mEta'moa^fouz/ verb -phos-es; 
-phosed; -phos-ing [no obj] : to change in an important 
and obvious way into something that is very different : to 
undergo metamorphosis — usually + into • This once-small 
company has metamorphosed into an industrial giant. • She 
has metamorphosed from a shy schoolgirl into a self- 
confident young businesswoman. ■ studying the process by 
which caterpillars metamorphose into butterflies 
meta-mor-pho-sis ^mEta'moatfasas/ noun, pi -pho*ses 
/-fa,si:z/ 

1 : a major change in the appearance or character of some¬ 
one or something [count] We have watched her metamor¬ 
phosis from a shy schoolgirl into a self-confident business¬ 
woman. ■ a company that has gone through a series of 
metamorphoses [noncount] The government has undergone 
political metamorphosis since his election. 

2 biology : a major change in the form or structure of some 
animals or insects that happens as the animal or insect be¬ 
comes an adult [noncount] the metamorphosis of tadpoles 


into frogs ■ The class learned about how caterpillars undergo 
metamorphosis to become butterflies, [count] caterpillars 
undergoing metamorphoses 

met*a*phor /'mEta^oas Brit 'mEtafa/ noun, pi -phors 

1 : a word or phrase for one thing that is used to refer to an¬ 
other thing in order to show or suggest that they are similar 
[count] “He was drowning in paperwork” is a metaphor in 
which having to deal with a lot of paperwork is being com¬ 
pared to drowning in an ocean of water. ■ Her poems include 
many imaginative metaphors, [noncount] a poet admired for 
her use of metaphor — compare simile; see also mixed 

METAPHOR 

2 [count] : an object, activity, or idea that is used as a symbol 
of something else — often + for ■ The author uses flight as a 
metaphor for freedom. ■ The veil is a metaphor for [=symbol 
of] secrecy. 

— met-a-phor-i-cal /^Eta'forikal/ adj ■ a metaphorical de¬ 
scription of children as plants growing in a garden • In this 
class, we’ll be taking a metaphorical journey through Rus¬ 
sian literature of the 19th century. — met«a«phor«i*caMy 
/jmcta'fonkli/ adv ■ speaking metaphorically 

meta-phys-i*cal ^mEta'fizikal/ adj 

1 ; of, relating to, or based on metaphysics ■ metaphysical 
philosophy • metaphysical questions 

2 : of or relating to things that are thought to exist but that 
cannot be seen ■ a metaphysical world of spirits 

— meta-phys-i-caMy /,mEta'fizikli/ adv 
meta«phys*ics /,mEta'fiziks/ noun [noncount] : the part of 

philosophy that is concerned with the basic causes and na¬ 
ture of things 

mete /'mi;t/ verb metes; met*ed; met-ing 

mete out [phrasal verb] mete (something) out or mete out 
(something) : to give (something) to the people who you 
decide should get it: to give out or distribute (something) ■ 
We’re trying to be fair in meting out rewards and punish¬ 
ments. — usually used to refer to something unpleasant 
(such as punishment) • Huge fines were meted out as pun¬ 
ishment. ■ The king meted out justice as he saw fit. 
me-te*or /'miitija-/ noun, pi -ors [count] : a piece of rock or 
metal that bums and glows brightly in the sky as it falls from 
outer space into the Earth’s atmosphere • a meteor shower 
[=a large number of meteors seen in a short time] 
me»te»OMC Amhti'onk/ adj 

1 : very sudden or fast ■ a meteoric rise to fame ■ a meteoric 
ascent ■ a meteoric fall 

2 : marked by very quick success • a meteoric career 
me-te-or-ite /'mi:tija,rait/ noun, pi -ites [count] : a piece of 

rock or metal that has fallen to the ground from outer space 
: a meteor that reaches the surface of the Earth without 
burning up entirely 

me-te*0*rol*0*gy ^miitija'radacfei/ noun [noncount] : a sci¬ 
ence that deals with the atmosphere and with weather 

— me-te-o*ro-log-i-cal /.miitijara'lcrcfcikal/ adj • meteoro¬ 
logical forecasts ■ meteorological conditions — me*te*o- 
rol-o-gfst /^i.tia'ra.lacfeist/ noun, pi -gists [count] ■ a 
storm forecast by meteorologists 

1 me»ter /'mi:ta-/ noun, pi -ters [count] 

1 : a device that measures and records the amount of some¬ 
thing that has been used ■ a gas meter ■ a water meter 

2 : parking meter • He left the restaurant to feed the 
meter. [=to put more money in the parking meter] 

— compare 2 meter, 3 meter 

2 meter (US) or Brit me-tre noun, pi -ters [count] : the basic 
metric unit of length equal to about 39.37 inches 

— compare ‘meter, 3 meter 

3 meter (US) or Brit metre noun, pi -ters : a way of arranging 
the sounds or beats in poetry : a particular rhythmic pattern 
in poetry [count] the poet’s use of different meters [non¬ 
count] the poet’s use of rhyme and meter — compare 
‘meter, 2 meter 

-meter noun combining form : device used to measure some¬ 
thing ■ baro meter ■ thermometer 
meter maid noun, pi ~ maids [count] chiefly US, somewhat 
old-fashioned : a woman whose job is to find vehicles that 
are parked illegally 

meth-a-done /'mE03,doon/ noun [noncount] : a drug that 
people take to help them stop taking heroin 
meth-ane /'me^em, Brit 'mi^Oein/ noun [noncount] : a col¬ 
orless gas that has no smell and that can be burned for fuel 
meth-a-nol / 1 mE0a,na:l/ noun [noncount] technical : a poi¬ 
sonous alcohol that is used to keep liquids from freezing, as 
a fuel, etc. — called also methyl alcohol 
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me-thinks /mi'Giqks/ verb me-thought /rni'Ou:!/ literary/ + 
humorous : I think • It’s going to rain, methinks. [=1 think it’s 
going to rain] ■ Methought [=1 thought] I heard him calling. 
meth»Od /'meGad/ noun, pi -ods 

1 [count] : a way of doing something ■ He claims to have de¬ 
veloped a new method for growing tomatoes. ■ Their teach¬ 
ing method tries to adapt lessons to each student. ■ We need 
to adopt more modem methods of doing things. — see also 
SCIENTIFIC METHOD 

2 [noncount\ formal : a careful or organized plan that con¬ 
trols the way something is done ■ The book lacks method. 
[=the book is not arranged in an orderly way] 

(a) method in/to your madness If there is method in 
your madness or {US) (a) method to your madness , there are 
good reasons for your actions even though they may seem 
foolish or strange. • Though his staff is often confused by 
the way he runs the office, I’ve found that there’s method 
in his madness. 

me-thod-i-cal /ms'Gaidiksl/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : done by using a careful and organized procedure ■ a me¬ 
thodical search ■ Their methodical review of the evidence ex¬ 
posed some problems with the study’s findings. 

2 : working in a very careful and organized way ■ She’s a 
slow and methodical worker, and her drawings reflect the ex¬ 
tra care she takes. 

— me-thod-i-cal-ly /ma'Gaidikli/ adv ■ They are methodi¬ 
cally reviewing the evidence. 

Meth*Od*ist /'meGsdist/ adj : of or relating to any one of 
several Christian churches that follow the teachings of John 
Wesley • He comes from a family of Methodist preachers. ■ a 
Methodist church 

— Meth-od-lsm /'mcGa.dizsm/ noun [ noncount] 

— Methodist noun, pi -ists [count\ 

meth-od-ol-o-gy /.meGa'dailacfei/ noun, pi -gies : a set of 
methods, rules, or ideas that are important in a science or art 
: a particular procedure or set of procedures [count] scien¬ 
tific theories and methodologies [noncount] He blamed the 
failure of their research on poor methodology. 
methyl alcohol /'meGal-/ noun [noncount] technical 
: METHANOL 

me*tic*U*IOUS /ma'tikjalas/ adj [more most ~] : very 
careful about doing something in an extremely accurate and 
exact way ■ He described the scene in meticulous detail. ■ She 
did meticulous work. ■ He keeps meticulous records. ■ He is 
meticulous about keeping accurate records. ■ She’s a meticu¬ 
lous researcher. 

— me-tic*u-lous-ly adv ■ It’s a beautiful Victorian house, 
meticulously restored. ■ meticulously careful research 
— me*tlc*u*lous*ness /ma'tikjalasnss/ noun [noncount] 

me*tier also me«tier /'me,tjei /noun,pi -tiers [count] formal 
: something that a person does very well ■ After trying sever¬ 
al careers, she found her true metier in computer science. ■ 
Public speaking is not my metier, [-forte, strength] 
metre Brit spelling o/ 2 meter, 3 meter 
met-ric /'metrik/ adj 

1 : of, relating to, or based on the metric system ■ The metric 
unit of energy is the “joule.” ■ a metric wrench [=a wrench 
that is sized according to the metric system} 

2 : metrical ■ metric patterns 

met-ri'Cal /'metrikal/ adj : of, relating to, or arranged in a 
rhythmic pattern of beats : of or relating to poetic meter ■ 
metrical patterns 

— met-ri-cal-ly /'metnkli/ adv 
metric system noun 

the metric system : a system of weights and measures that 
is based on the meter and on the kilogram 
metric ton noun, pi —■ tons [count] : a unit of mass and 
weight equal to one million grams 
1 met-ro /'metrou/ noun, pi -ros [count] : an underground 
railway system in some cities : subway ■ the Paris Metro • 
We took the metro to the museum. = We went by metro to 
the museum. 

2 metro adj, always used before a noun, US, informal : of or re¬ 
lating to a large city and sometimes to the area around it ■ 
The event was attended by people from all over the metro 
[-metropolitan] area. 

met-ro-nome /'mctra^oom/ noun, pi -nomes [count] : a 
device that makes a regular, repeated sound to show a musi¬ 
cian how fast a piece of music should be played 

— met-ro-nom»ic Ametrs'naimik/ adj 
me-trop*0*lis /ma'traipalas/ noun, pi -lis*es [count] : a 


veiy large or important city — usually singular ■ a bustling 
metropolis 

met'rO"pol-i*tan /imetra'pailatan/ adj : of or relating to a 
large city and the surrounding cities and towns ■ the greater 
New York metropolitan area • This is one of the best seafood 
restaurants in metropolitan Los Angeles. ■ a metropolitan 
newspaper 

met-tle /'metl/ noun [noncount] : strength of spirit: ability 
to continue despite difficulties ■ He proved/showed his met¬ 
tle [=he proved/showed how tough he is] as a fighter tonight. 

■ The competition will tesf her mettle. 

on your mettle chiefly Brit : making an effort to do as well 
as possible ■ She’ll have to be on her mettle [=at her best] to 
win this competition. 

mew /'mju:/ noun, pi mews [count] : meow ■ a cat’s mew 

- mew /'mju:/ verb mews; mewed; mew*ing [no obj] • a 
mewing cat 

mews /'mju:z/ noun, pi mews [count] chiefly Brit : a street 
or area with buildings that were once horse stables but that 
have been made into houses ■ a house in an elegant mews ■ a 
mews house 

Mex-i-can /'meksiksn/ noun.pl -cans [count] 

1 : a person bom, raised, or living in Mexico 

2 : a person whose family is from Mexico 

— Mexican adj • Mexican food/music ■ Mexican Spanish 
[=the Spanish spoken in Mexico] 

Mexican jumping bean noun, pi ~ beans [count] 

: JUMPING BEAN 

Mexican wave noun 
the Mexican wave Brit : 2 wave 7 
mez-za-nine /'meza.niin /noun, pi -nines [count] 

1 : a small floor that is between two main levels of a building 
and that is usually in the form of a balcony 

2 US : the lowest balcony in a theater 

mez*ZO /'metsou/ noun, pi -zos [count] music : mezzo- 
soprano 

mez»ZO—SO«pra«nO /.metsousa'prsenoo, jmctsousa'pra:- 
nou/ noun, pi -nos [count] music : a female singing voice 
that is higher than the contralto and lower than the soprano • 
a singer with a beautiful mezzo-soprano ; also : a female sing¬ 
er with such a voice 
MFA abbr master of fine arts 
mfg. abbr manufacturing 
mg abbr milligram 
mgmt. abbr management 
mgr. abbr manager 
MHz abbr megahertz 

mi or chiefly Brit me /'mi:/ noun [noncount] music : the third 
note of a musical scale ■ do, re, mi, fa, sol, la, ti 
mi. abbr mile 
Ml abbr Michigan 

MIA Aem.ai'ei/ noun, pi MIAs [count] chiefly US : a soldier 
who was not found after a battle and who may or may not be 
dead : a soldier who is missing in action ■ The fate of most 
MIAs in the war is still not known, 
miaow Brit spelling of meow 

mi-as-ma /mai'sezms/ noun, pi -mas [count] formal + liter¬ 
ary : a heavy cloud of something unpleasant or unhealthy — 
usually singular ■ A miasma of smog settled over the city. ■ a 
miasma of smoke ■ a miasma of foul odors 
mic /'maik/ noun, pi mics [count] US, informal : micro¬ 
phone 

mi-ca /'maika/ noun [noncount] : a mineral that separates 
easily into thin sheets 
mice plural of mouse 

mick*ey /'miki/ noun, pi -eys [count] informal + old- 
fashioned : a drink of alcohol to which a drug has been add¬ 
ed to cause the person who drinks it to become unconscious 

■ Someone tried to slip him a mickey. [=tried to knock him 
out by giving him a drugged drink] 

take the mickey (out of someone) Brit, informal : to make 
fun of someone ■ Did you mean what you said about me or 
were you just taking the mickey ? [= kidding ] ■ We took the 
mickey out of her [=we teased her] about her new hairstyle. 
Mickey Mouse adj, informal + disapproving : not deserving 
to be taken seriously : having little value or importance ■ He 
took a lot of Mickey Mouse [=very easy] courses when he was 
in college. ■ The company is just a Mickey Mouse operation, 
micro- combining form 

1 a : very small ■ microfilm ■ microcomputer b : making a 
sound louder or an image larger - microphone ■ microscope 
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2 : one millionth pait of a (specified) unit • microsecond • 
micrometer 

microbe /'mai,kroub/ noun, pi -crobes [count] : an ex¬ 
tremely small living thing that can only be seen with a micro¬ 
scope : microorganism ■ a disease-causing microbe 

— mi-cro-bl-al /mai'kroubijal/ adj ■ microbial life/growth/ 
contamination 

mi-crO-bi-Ol-O-gy ^maikroubai'arlacfci/ noun [noncount] 
: a science that studies extremely small forms of life (such as 
bacteria and viruses) ■ a degree in microbiology 

— mi-cro-bi-o-log-i-cal Amaikroi^bajg'laxbikal/ adj ■ mi¬ 
crobiological contamination — mi-cro*bi-ol-o-gist /,mai- 
kroobai'arlacfeist/ noun, pi -gists [count] 

mi'cro-brew /'maikrou,bru:/ noun, pi -brews [count] 
chiefly US : a beer made by a microbrewery ■ The restaurant 
serves several locally produced microbrews. 

mi-cro-brew-ery /,maikrou'bru:w3ri/ noun, pi -er-ies 
[count] chiefly US : a small brewery that makes beer in small 
amounts 

mi-cro-chip /'maikrou^ip/ noun, pi -chips [count] com¬ 
puters : a group of tiny electronic circuits that work together 
on a very small piece of hard material (such as silicon) — 
called also integrated circuit 

mi-cro-com-put-er / , maikrouk9m l pju:ta < / noun, pi -ers 
[count] : a small computer; especially : personal comput¬ 
er 

mi-crO-COSm /'maikra^a.zgm/ noun, pi -cosms [count] 
: something (such as a place or an event) that is seen as a 
small version of something much larger ■ The village is a mi¬ 
crocosm of the whole country. ■ The game was a microcosm 
of the entire season. — compare macrocosm 
in microcosm : in a greatly reduced size or foim ■ The mod¬ 
el is designed to represent the town in microcosm. 

mi*crO*eCO*nom-iCS AmaikroUiEkg'nccmiks, ,maikrou- 
.iiks'naimiks/ noun [noncount] : the study of the economic 
decisions and actions of individual people, companies, etc. 

— compare macroeconomics 

— microeconomic adj 

mi-cro-elec-tron-ics /,maikrowi,lek'tra:niks/ noun, tech¬ 
nical 

1 [noncount] : the design, production, or use of very small 
electronic devices and circuits ■ a job in microelectronics 

2 [plural] : very small electronic devices or circuits ■ the 
manufacturing of microelectronics 

— mi-cro-elec-tron-ic Amaikrowqlek'tra.nik/ adj • micro¬ 
electronic chips/devices/technology 

mi*cro*fiche /'maikrou,fi:J/ noun, pi -fiches : a sheet of 
film that has very small photographs of the pages of a news¬ 
paper, magazine, etc., which are viewed by using a special 
machine : a sheet of microfilm [noncount] Every issue of 
the magazine is available on microfiche, [count] He looked 
at microfiches of old magazines. 

micro-film /'maikra^ilm/ noun, pi -films : film on which 
very small photographs of the printed pages of a newspaper, 
magazine, etc., are stored [noncount] newspapers available 
on microfilm [count] studying newspaper microfilms from 
the early 1900s 

micro-man-age Amaikrou'maemcfe/ verb -ag-es; -aged; 
-ag-ing [+ obj] chiefly US : to try to control or manage all 
the small parts of (something, such as an activity) in a way 
that is usually not wanted or that causes problems ■ He mi¬ 
cromanaged every detail of the budget. 

— mhcro-man-age-ment /^aikrou'masmcfemant/ noun 
[noncount] — micro-man-ag-er /jmaikrou'mgenKfcay 
noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 mi-crom-e-ter /mai'kraimata 1 / noun, pi -ters [count] : a 
device used for measuring very small distances — compare 
Micrometer 

2 mi-cro-me-ter (US) or Brit mi-cro-me-tre /'maikrou- 
,mi:tay noun, pi -ters [count] : one millionth of a meter 

— compare ‘micrometer 

mi-cron /'mai,kra:n/ noun, pi -crons [count] : Microme¬ 
ter 

mi-cro-or-gan-ism / 1 maikrou , oa>g9,mz9m/ noun, pi 
-isms [count] biology : an extremely small living thing that 
can only be seen with a microscope 

micro-phone /'maikr9,foun/ noun, pi -phones [count] 
: a device into which people speak or sing in order to record 
their voices or to make them sound louder — called also ( in¬ 
formal ) mike 

mi-cro-pro-ces-sor ^maikrou'pra^sesa 1 , Brit ,maikr9o- 


'pr3u,ses3/ noun, pi -sors [count] computers : the device in a 
computer that manages information and controls what the 
computer does 

micrO-SCOpe /'maikra,skoup/ noun, pi -scopes [count] 
: a device used for producing a much larger view of very 
small objects so that they can be seen clearly • Students 
viewed the crystals through/under/with a microscope. — see 
also ELECTRON MICROSCOPE 

under a/the microscope : in a state of being watched very 
closely ■ Celebrities can find it difficult (to be) living under 
the microscope. ■ The business has recently been put under 
the microscope by federal investigators. 
mi-crO-SCOp-iC /imaikra'skaipik/ adj 

1 a : able to be seen only through a microscope : extremely 
small ■ At this point, the embryo is a microscopic clump of 
only 100 cells. • There is a microscopic crack in the diamond, 
b : much smaller than what is usual, normal, or expected ■ 
He has a microscopic attention span. ■ He recorded every as¬ 
pect of his trip in microscopic detail. 

2 always used before a noun : done with a microscope ■ a mi¬ 
croscopic examination/analysis ■ a microscopic study of plant 
tissues 

— mi-cro-scop-i-cal-ly /^aikrg'skaipikli/ adv ■ exam¬ 
ined/studied the tissue microscopically - a microscopically 
thin fiber 

mi-cro-sec-ond /'maikroi^sekand/ noun, pi -onds 
[count] 

1 : one millionth of a second 

2 informal : a very short period of time ■ She raised her hand 
a microsecond [=second] too late. 

1 mi-crO-wave /'maikroi^werv/ noun, pi -waves [count] 

1 : microwave oven ■ The apartment came with a micro- 
wave. — often used before another noun ■ microwave cook¬ 
ing [=cooking using a microwave oven] ■ microwave [-micro- 
wavable] popcorn ■ a microwave dinner 

2 physics : a very short wave of electromagnetic energy ■ an¬ 
tennas for detecting microwaves • microwave radiation 

2 microwave verb -waves; -waved; -wav-ing [+ obj] : to 
cook or heat (food) in a microwave oven ■ microwave a bowl 
of soup 

- mi-cro-wav-able or mi-cro-wave-able Amaikra- 
'weivabal/ adj ■ a microwavable pizza ■ He heated up his 
soup in a microwavable bowl. [=a bowl that can be safely 
used in a microwave oven] 

microwave oven noun, pi ~ ovens [count] : an oven in 
which food is cooked or heated quickly by very short waves 
of electromagnetic energy — called also microwave', see pic¬ 
ture at KITCHEN 

mid /'mid/ adj, always used before a noun : in or near the 
middle of something * He’s in his mid [= middle ] twenties. ■ 
the mid to late 1700s — often used in combination ■ the mid- 
18th century ■ He’s in his m/V/-twenties. ■ We’ll be there in 
miY/-August. ■ He cut me off in mid- sentence. ■ The ship was 
adrift in mid- ocean. 

mid-af-ter-noon /(imd^ft^'nuin, Brit ^id^ifta'nuin/ 
noun [noncount] : the middle part of the afternoon • We hope 
to make it home by midaftemoon. — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ a midaftemoon snack 
mid-air /'inid'ea 1 / noun [noncount] : a region in the air not 
close to the ground ■ The two planes collided in midair. • We 
watched birds catching insects in midair. — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ a midair collision 
Mi-das tOUCh /'maidas-/ noun 
the Midas touch : the ability to make everything that you 
are involved with very successful ■ an actor/businesswom¬ 
an with the Midas touch 

mid—Atlantic also Mid—Atlantic adj, always used before a 
noun 

1 : of or relating to the region of the U.S. that includes all or 
some of the states between New York and South Carolina ■ 
mid-A tlantic states/cities/beaches 

2 : located in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean ■ mid-Atlantic 
islands 

mid-day /'mid,dei/ noun [noncount] : the middle of the day 
: NOON ■ They arrived around midday. — often used before 
another noun • the midday sun • the midday meal [-lunch] 

1 mid-dle /'midi/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : equally distant from the ends or sides : halfway between 
two points • He walked down the middle [=center] aisle. ■ 
during the century’s middle decades ■ High temperatures to¬ 
day should be in the middle 80s. 

2 : in a state or place between two things or people ■ He grew 
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up as the middle child in a family with three children. [=he 
was the child bom before the youngest and after the oldest] ■ 
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s middle initial stood for “Delano.” 
2 middle noun, pi mid-dles [count] 

1 : a middle part, point, or position • He parts his hair in the 
middle. [= center ] ■ A good essay will have a clear beginning, 
middle , and end. ■ He stood exactly in the middle of the 
room. ■ She opened the book to the middle and began to 
read. ■ The car stopped in the middle of the road. ■ The house 
should be finished by the middle of next summer. ■ The be¬ 
ginning and ending of the movie were good, but the middle 
was pretty boring. ■ Slice the banana right down the middle. 
[=slice it into two equal parts] ■ We split the cost down the 
middle. [=we split the cost equally] 

2 : the middle part of a person’s body : waist ■ She put her 
arms around his middle. • He tied the sash around his middle, 
in the middle : in a difficult or unpleasant position ■ She 

hated conflict and did not want to be put in the middle. ■ 
He was caught in the middle of his parents’ divorce. = He 
was caught in the middle when his parents got divorced. 

In the middle of 1 : while (something) is happening or be¬ 
ing done : during (something) ■ The protesters interrupted 
her in the middle of her speech. ■ He kept waking up in the 
middle of the night. ■ The movie was so bad we walked out 
right in the middle of it. 2 : in the process of (doing some¬ 
thing) ■ 1 was in the middle of (eating) dinner [=1 was eating 
dinner] when the phone rang. 

in the middle of nowhere : in a place that is far away from 
other people, houses, or cities ■ We got lost in the middle of 
nowhere. 

middle age noun [noncount] : the period in a person’s life 
from about age 40 to about age 60 ■ as our generation ap¬ 
proaches middle age ■ The patient was in late middle age. • 
H e feared the approach o f middle age. 

— mid-dle—aged /,imd]'eicfed/ adj ■ health problems com¬ 
mon in middle-aged men and women ■ a book loved by the 
young, the old, and the middle-aged [-middle-agedpeople] 

Middle Ages noun 

the Middle Ages : the period of European history from 
about A.D. 500 to about 1500 

Middle America noun [noncount] : the usually traditional 
or conservative people of the middle class in the U.S. ■ a pol¬ 
itician who understands the needs of Middle America 

- Middle American noun, pi ~ -cans [count] - mlddle- 
American also Middle-American adj - a typical 
middle-American home ■ Middle-American values 

Middle Atlantic adj, usually used before a noun : mid- 
ATLANTIC 1 • the Middle Atlantic region 

- Middle Atlantic noun [noncount] ■ moderate winters in 
the Middle Atlantic 

mid'dle»brow /'midl,brau/ adj [more —; most ~]: interest¬ 
ed in art, literature, etc., that is not very serious and that is 
easy to understand ■ This book appeals to middlebrow read¬ 
ers. : relating to or intended for people who are interested in 
art, literature, etc., that is not very serious and that is easy to 
understand ■ people with middlebrow tastes ■ a middlebrow 
magazine/movie — compare HIGHBROW, lowbrow 
middle C noun, pi ~~ Cs [count, noncount] music : the musi¬ 
cal note C that is close to the center of a piano’s keyboard ■ 
the note above middle C 

middle class noun, pi ~ classes [count] : the social class 
that is between the upper class and the lower class and that 
includes mainly business and professional people, govern¬ 
ment officials, and skilled workers — compare lower 
CLASS, UPPER CLASS 

— middle—class adj [more most ~] ■ traditional middle- 
class values ■ a typical middle-class family 

middle distance noun, pi ~ -tances 

1 the middle distance : the area in a scene or view that is 
neither very close nor very far away : an area between the 
foreground and the background ■ As I looked out over the 
water, a small boat appeared in the middle distance. 

2 [count] : a racing distance that is neither short nor long and 
that is usually between 800 to 1,500 meters — often used as 
middle-distance before another noun ■ a middle-distance 
runner/race/event 

middle ear noun [singular] : the middle part of the ear that 
is inside the eardrum ■ fluid in the middle ear ■ a middle ear 
infection 

Middle East noun 

the Middle East : the countries of northern Africa and 
southwestern Asia that are on or near the eastern edge of 


the Mediterranean Sea : the Near East — compare far 
east 

— Middle Eastern adj ■ Middle Eastern culture/food 
- Middle Easterner noun, pi ~~ -ers [count] 

Middle English noun [noncount] : the English language 
between about 1100 and 1400 — compare OLD ENGLISH 
middle finger noun, pi ~ -gers [count] : the long finger 
that is the middle one of the five fingers of the hand — see 
picture at hand 

middle ground noun : a position or set of opinions that is 
acceptable to many different people [singular] The judge of 
the case chose a middle ground between harshness and le¬ 
niency. [noncount] Both sides in this debate need to do more 
to establish some middle ground. 
mid-die-man /'midUmagn/ noun, pi -men /-,men/ [count] 

1 : a person or company that buys goods from a producer 
and sells them to someone else ■ The Internet helps consum¬ 
ers save money by buying products directly from companies 
and eliminating/bypassing the middleman. ■ We’ve cut out 
the middleman and can reduce prices for our customers. 

2 : a person who helps two people or groups to deal with and 
communicate with each other when they are not able or will¬ 
ing to do it themselves • He acted as the middleman in the 
talks between labor and management. 

middle management noun [noncount] : the group of 
people in a company who are in charge of employees but are 
not involved in important decisions concerning the company 
■ He was just promoted to middle management. 
middle manager noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a person who 
works in middle management 
middle name noun, pl~~ names 

1 [count] : a name between a person’s first name and family 
name ■ President John F. Kennedy’s middle name was 
“Fitzgerald.” 

2 [singular] informal : a word that accurately describes a per¬ 
son’s qualities ■ Patience is her middle name. [=she is a very 
patient person] 

middle—Of—the—road adj [more most ~] : supporting 
or following a course of action that is not extreme and that is 
acceptable to many different people ■ He took a middle-of- 
the-road approach to the problem. ■ middle-of-the-road 
[-moderate] voters/politicians 
middle school noun, pi ^ schools [count, noncount] 

1 US : a school for children that usually includes grades five 
to eight or six to eight — compare elementary school, 
HIGH SCHOOL, JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 

2 Brit : a school for children between the ages of 8 and 12 or 
9 and 13 

mid*dle—Sized /'midl.saizd/ adj : neither large nor small ■ 
a middle-sized [^medium-sized] business 
mid-dle-weight /'midj,weit/ noun, pi -weights [count] 
sports : a fighter who is in a class of boxers with an upper 
weight limit of 160 pounds (72 kilograms) : a boxer who is 
heavier than a lightweight and lighter than a heavyweight — 
often used before another noun ■ a middleweight boxer/ 
champion ■ fighting for the middleweight title/crown 
Middle West noun 

the Middle West: the northern central part of the U.S.: the 
Midwest ■ the rich farmlands of the Middle West 

— Middle—Western adj ■ Middle-Western states/cities/ 
farms - Middle-Western-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

mid-dling /'midliij/ adj ' of average size or quality ■ a mid¬ 
dling profit ■ a middling performance ■ The food was fair to 
middling. [=just average; not especially good] 

Mid-east Amid'iist/ noun 

the Mideast US : the Middle East ■ a trip to the Mideast 

— Mid-east-ern Amid'iistan/ adj 
mid-field /'midjidd/ noun, pi -fields 

1 [noncount] : the area of a playing field in sports like Amer¬ 
ican football and soccer that is in the middle between the 
two goals ■ The team captains shook hands at midfield. ■ The 
ball went out of bounds near midfield. 

2 [count] : the players on a soccer team who normally play in 
the midfield ■ They have a talented midfield this year. 

— mid-field-er /'midjidday noun, pi -ers [count] • a talent¬ 
ed midfielder [=a talented player who plays in the midfield] 

midge /'micfc/ noun, pi midg-es [count] : a very small flying 
insect that bites people and animals 
1 midg-et /'micbat/ noun, pi -ets [count] often offensive : a 
very small person 

2 midget adj, always used before a noun : very small : much 
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smaller than usual or normal ■ a midget race car ■ a midget 
submarine for two people 

mid-land /'midland/ noun, pi -lands \count\ : the central 
region of a country — usually plural • I left the midlands for 
the coast. ■ Birmingham is the major city in the Midlands (of 
England). 

mid-life /'mid'laif/ noun [noncount] : mipdle age ■ changes 
that occur a\ midlife 

midlife crisis noun, pi ~ crises [count] : a time in middle 
age when a person feels a strong desire for change ■ We knew 
he was going through a midlife crisis when he bought a new 
sports car. 

mid-morn-ing /'mid'moa'mg/ noun [noncount] : the mid¬ 
dle of the morning : the time around 10 a.m. ■ I’m usually 
hungry by midmoming. — often used before another noun ■ 
a midmoming snack 

mid-night /'mid,nait/ noun [noncount] : the middle of the 
night : o’clock at night ■ Her parents wanted her home be¬ 
fore midnight. ■ The clock struck midnight. • It was 12 mid¬ 
night when we arrived home. — often used before another 
noun ■ a midnight snack - at the midnight hour [=at midnight] 
bum the midnight oil see 'burn 
mid-point /'midpoint/ noun, pi -points [count] : a point at 
the middle of something ■ The crowd begins to leave after 
the midpoint of the final period. ■ The team is in last place at 
the midpoint of the season. : a point halfway between two 
ends ■ the midpoint between her knee and ankle ■ The train 
stopped to refuel at the midpoint between New York and 
Chicago. - the midpoint of one side of the rectangle 
mid-riff /'mi,dnf/ noun, pi -riffs [count] : the area around a 
person’s middle : the front of a person’s body between the 
chest and the waist ■ She wore a skimpy outfit that showed 
her bare midriff . 

mid-sea-SOn /'mid'si:zn/ noun, pi -sons [count] : the mid¬ 
dle of a season (such as a season of games in a sport or a sea¬ 
son of television programs) ■ He was traded to a better team 
at midseason. ■ The network added several new shows to its 
schedule at midseason. — often used before another noun ■ 
a midseason slump ■ The game show was a midseason re¬ 
placement for a show that was canceled, 
mid-sec-tion /'mid,sekj3n/ noun, pi -tions [count] chiefly 
US : a middle section, part, or area ■ Grassy plains used to 
cover large portions of America’s midsection. ■ the midsec¬ 
tion of the boat/bridge; especially : the area around a per¬ 
son’s middle ■ He threw a hard punch to my midsection. 
mid-ship-man /'mid,.fipman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ 
[count] 

1 : someone who is being trained to become an officer in the 
U.S. Navy 

2 : an officer who is of the lowest rank in the British Navy 
mid-size /'mid,saiz/ also mid-sized /'midisaizd/ adj : nei¬ 
ther large nor small ■ a midsize car ■ The new service will ap¬ 
peal to large and midsize [-medium-sized, middle-sized] com¬ 
panies. 

midst /'midst/ noun [noncount] 

1 a : the middle area or part of something ■ The river passes 
through the midst of the city. ■ a bustling city In the midst of 
the desert b : the period of time when something is hap¬ 
pening or being done • We are In the midst of a terrible war. ■ 
They were in the midst of remodeling their house. ■ The re¬ 
gion is currently in the midst of a. terrible drought. ■ We never 
gave up hope in the midst of our troubles. 

2 — used to say that someone is among the people in a 
group ■ We sensed a traitor In our midst. [=we sensed that 
one of the people in our group was a traitor] ■ He stood in 
their midst [=he stood among them], waiting for a reply. ■ 
strangers in their midst 

mid-Stream /'mid'strum/ noun 
in midstream 1 : in the middle of a river or stream ■ The 
boat struck a rock in midstream. 2 : while in the process 
of doing something ■ She began talking about the party but 
changed topics in midstream. ■ The government stopped 
the project in midstream. — see also change horses in mid¬ 
stream at 'horse 

mid-Slim-mer /'mid'sAnW noun [noncount] : the middle 
of summer ■ The new product should be in stores by mid¬ 
summer. — often used before another noun ■ a hot midsum¬ 
mer night 

mid-term /'mid,taro/ noun, pi -terms US 
1 a [count] : an examination given at the middle of a school 
term ■ The students will be busy taking midterms next week. 
■ a midterm exam b [noncount] : the middle of a school 


term ■ He dropped the course before midterm. 

2 [noncount] : the middle of a term of office ■ assessing the 
President’s performance at midterm — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ midterm Congressional elections Selections 
that occur halfway through a President’s term of office] 

mid-town /'mid,taun /noun [noncount] chiefly US : the part 
of a city or town between its downtown and uptown ■ Rents 
in midtown are very expensive. — often used before another 
noun ■ a midtown hotel/bar/restaurant ■ midtown Manhattan 
1 mid-Way /'mid,wei/ adv 

1 : in the middle between two places or points : at the half¬ 
way point ■ We stopped for lunch about midway [-halfway] 
between New York and Philadelphia. ■ You should begin 
reading at the paragraph that begins midway down the page. 

2 : in the middle of an act, process, or period of time ■ She 
was interrupted when she was midway [=halfway] through 
her presentation. ■ They took the lead midway through the 
second period. 

— midway adj ■ at the midway point of our trip 
2 midway noun, pi -ways [count] US : an area at a fair, carni¬ 
val, or amusement park for food stands, games, and rides • 
We played every game on the midway. 

mid-week /'mid,wi:k/ noun [noncount] : the middle of the 
week - She has to finish the report by midweek. 

— midweek adj, always used before a noun ■ a midweek 
deadline — midweek adv ■ They’ll be arriving midweek. 

Mid-west /,mid'west/ noun 

the Midwest : the northern central part of the U.S. : the 
Middle West ■ the rich farmlands of the Midwest — often 
used before another noun ■ my Midwest childhood ■ Mid¬ 
west cities 

— Mid*western /^id'westan/ acjj ■ Midwestern states/cit¬ 
ies/farms — Mid-west-ern-er /,mid'westa‘na>/ noun, pi 
-ers [count] 

mid-Wife /'mid,waif/ noun, pi -wives /-,waivz/ [count] : a 
person (usually a woman) who helps a woman when she is 
giving birth to a child ■ a trained and certified midwife 

— mid-wife-ry /,mid'wifari/ noun [noncount] ■ She has been 
trained in midwifery. [=the work done by a midwife] 

mid-win-ter /'mid'winta 1 / noun [noncount] : the middle of 
winter ■ the heavy snows and frigid temperatures of midwin¬ 
ter — often used before another noun ■ a cold midwinter day 
■ deep midwinter snows 

mid-year /'midjia 1 / noun [noncount] : the middle of a year ■ 
She expects to get a promotion at midyear. — often used be¬ 
fore another noun • midyear budget cuts • a midyear perfor¬ 
mance review 

mien /'mi:n/ noun [singular] old-fashioned + literary : a per¬ 
son’s appearance or facial expression ■ a kindly mien ■ He has 
the mien of an ancient warrior. 

miffed /'mift/ adj [more most —] informal : slightly angry 
or annoyed ■ They were (a bit) miffed [=upset] about what 
they considered to be unfair treatment. ■ She was miffed at 
them for not inviting her to the party. 

1 might /'mait/ verb [modal verb] 

1 — used to say that something is possible ■ We might [=may] 
go if they ask us, but then again we might not. ■ It might 
[=could] be true. • Might it not be true? ■ The test might in¬ 
clude some questions about geography. ■ There might be 
some difficulties ahead. ■ She might get hundreds of respons¬ 
es to her survey. ■ What you see might (well/very well) sur¬ 
prise you. ■ I thought you might like this. ■ She might have 
been the greatest actress of her generation. [=it’s possible 
that she was the greatest actress of her generation] ■ They 
might still succeed. ■ I think he might be trying to cheat us. ■ 
“Have they failed?’’ “They might have.” = (Brit) “They might 
have done.” ■ If we hurry, we might get there before it rains. • 
The movie might be better than you expect. ■ Some people 
might have given up at that point, but not her. • She’s not as 
upset with them as might be expected. ■ As you might or 
might not have heard, we’ve won! ■ He might win and so 
might she. 

2 — used to say that one thing is true but something else is 
also true ■ He might [-may] be slow, but he does very good 
work. = Slow though he might be, he (still) does very good 
work. [=although he’s slow, he does very good work] ■ It 
might be cold outside, but it’s still a nice day. ■ She might 
have been a great actress, but she was a terrible parent. 

3 — used to talk about a possible condition that does not or 
did not actually exist ■ If you were older, you might under¬ 
stand. ■ If she had been given a chance, she might have been 
a great actress. 
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4 formal — used as the past tense of may • He asked if he 
might [ =could] leave. [=he asked, “May I leave?”] ■ He gave 
his life so that others might [ =could\ live. 

5 a — used in speech to ask a question or make a request in 
a polite way ■ Might [-may] I ask who is calling? [=who is 
calling?] ■ “Do you think I might possibly borrow your pen?” 
“Of course you may!” b — used to make a polite sugges¬ 
tion ■ You might [=may] want to consider leaving early. • It 
might be wise to proceed cautiously. C — used to politely 
say something about someone or something ■ Might I just say 
how pleased I am to be here. ■ This has been, if I might say 
so, one of the happiest days of my life. ■ He is her husband 
and, / might add , one of her biggest fans. 

6 — used to say that you are annoyed by something that was 
or was not done ■ You might [=could] at least apologize! ■ If 
you weren’t coming, you might (at least) have told me in ad¬ 
vance! 

7 — used to indicate what is or was expected ■ You might 
[- would] think that he would be more grateful after all I’ve 
done for him. ■ I might [= should] have known you wouldn’t 
keep your promise! 

8 — used in speech when asking a question about someone 
or something that surprises or annoys you ■ “I have a request 
to make.” “And what might that be?” [=what is your re¬ 
quest?] • And who might you be? [=who are you?] 

2 mlght noun [noncount] : power to do something : force or 
strength ■ an impressive display of military might ■ the legal 
might of the government ■ He swung the bat with all his 
might. [=he swung the bat as hard as he could] 
might makes right or might is right — used to say that 
people who have power are able to do what they want be¬ 
cause no one can stop them 
mlght»My /'maitali/ adv 

1 : to a great degree : very much ■ They contributed mightily 
to the cause. ■ She struggled mightily to read his handwriting. 

2 : with great force or strength ■ The soldiers fought mightily 
before finally surrendering. ■ He shouted mightily. 

mightn't /'maitnt/ — used as a contraction of might not ■ 
People mightn’t always agree with his decisions, but they do 
think he’s fair. 

might’ve /'maitav/ — used as a contraction of might have • I 
think we might've had different goals. ■ She did what any oth¬ 
er smart person might’ve done in that situation. 

1 mighty /'maiti/ adj might-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : having or showing great strength or power ■ The barbar¬ 
ians faced a mighty army. ■ the decline of a mighty empire ■ 
the mighty Mississippi ■ a mighty oak ■ mighty deeds ■ With a 
mighty leap, he jumped across the stream. 

2 : very great ■ A mighty famine devastated the land. ■ It took 
a mighty effort to get everything done on time. 

high and mighty see ‘high 

2 mighty adv, chiefly US, informal : to a great degree : very ■ 
Your father and I are mighty proud of you. ■ That was a 
mighty tasty dinner. ■ He made the offer mighty appealing. ■ 
She has some mighty important decisions to make. • It sure 
was mighty cold last night. ■ We’re mighty glad to be here, 
mi-graine /'mai,grein, Brit 'mkigrem/ noun.pl -graines : a 
very bad headache [count] He suffers from migraines. ■ a mi¬ 
graine headache/attack [noncount] He suffers from mi¬ 
graine. 

migrant /'maigrant/ noun.pl -grants [count] 

1 : a person who goes from one place to another especially 
to find work ■ migrants in search of work on farms ■ migrant 
(farm) workers — compare emigrant, immigrant 

2 : a bird or animal that moves from one area to another at 
different times of the year ■ Not all birds are migrants. ■ mi¬ 
grant birds 

mi-grate /■mai.greit/ verb -grates; -grat-ed; -grat-ing [no 

obj] 

1 : to move from one country or place to live or work in an¬ 
other ■ He migrates from New York to Florida each winter. ■ 
Thousands of workers migrate to this area each summer. 

— compare emigrate, immigrate 

2 of a bird or animal : to move from one area to another at 
different times of the year ■ The whales migrate between 
their feeding ground in the north and their breeding ground 
in the Caribbean. ■ They followed the migrating herds of buf¬ 
falo across the plains. ■ migrating birds 

— mi-gra-tlon /mai'greijan/ noun,pi -tlons [noncount] an 
expert on bird migration [count] mass migrations of work¬ 
ers ■ fall migrations to breeding grounds — mi-gra-tion-al 
/mai'greijanl/ adj ■ migrational movements 


mi-gra-tO-ry /'maigradori, Brit mai'greitari/ adj : moving 
from one place to another at different times of the year : mi¬ 
grating regularly • migratory birds ■ migratory [=(more com¬ 
monly) migrant] workers 

1 mlke /'maik/ noun, pi mikes [count] informal : micro¬ 
phone • The announcer was wearing a mike. 

2 mike verb mikes; miked; mik-ing [+ obj] informal : to put 
a microphone on (someone) • The announcer was miked 
(up) (for sound). 

mil or mill /'mil/ noun, pi mil or mill [count] US slang : a mil¬ 
lion dollars ■ He has a couple mil in the bank. 
mild /'majald/ adj mlld-er; -est [more most ~] 

1 : gentle in nature or behavior ■ a mild young man ■ He has 
a mild manner/disposition. ■ He was a mild-mannered man 
who rarely became angry. 

2 a : not strong in action or effect ■ a mild drug/detergent ■ 
mild [=gentle] soap b : not strong or harsh in taste ■ mild 
flavors • mild cheese C : not strongly felt ■ He has only a 
mild [=,slight] interest in politics. ■ They had a mild disagree¬ 
ment. 

3 a : not harsh or severe ■ She has a mild case of the flu. • a 
mild headache/fever ■ mild pain ■ He suffered a mild concus¬ 
sion/heart attack. ■ a mild reprimand, not a stem one b 
: not too hot or too cold : pleasantly warm ■ a mild [-temper¬ 
ate] climate ■ a mild winter’s day ■ We’ve been having a very 
mild winter. 

— mild-ly adv ■ He’s mildly [-slightly, somewhat] interested 
in politics. ■ It’s a mildly amusing comedy. ■ He has been 
mildly criticized by a few former colleagues. ■ She was up¬ 
set, to put It mildly. [=she was extremely upset] ■ He is, to 
put it mildly, a demanding boss. [=he is a very demanding 
boss] - mild-ness noun [noncount] ■ the mildness of the 
weather 

mil-dew /'mil,du:, Brit 'mil.dju:/ noun [noncount] : a usually 
white substance that grows on the surface of things in wet, 
warm conditions ■ The basement’s damp walls were covered 
with mildew. 

— mil-dewed /'mil,du:, Brit 'mil,dju:d/ adj ■ mildewed walls 
— mil-dewy /'mil,du:wi, Brit 'miljdjuiwi/ adj [more 
most ~] ■ a mildewy basement 

mile /'majal/ noun, pi miles 

1 [count] : a unit of measurement equal to 5,280 feet (about 
1,609 meters) ■ How many miles is it from here to New York? 
= How far is it from here to New York in miles'? ■ We passed 
mile after mile of beautiful scenery as we drove through the 
country. ■ We traveled over miles of dirt road. ■ He lives 
about a half (a) mile from here. ■ The car was traveling at 70 
miles per/an hour. — often used figuratively ■ He won the 
election by a mile. [=he won the election by a very large mar¬ 
gin] ■ He missed the target by a mile. [=he completely missed 
the target] • Her smile was a mile wide. ■ You can see the stain 
(from) a mile away. = (Brit) You can see the stain a mile off. • 
She was talking a mile a minute. [=very fast] ■ The twin’s re¬ 
semblance stood/stuck out a mile. [=the resemblance was 
very obvious] — see also nautical mile 

2 miles [plural] : a great distance ■ They walked for miles. ■ 
There was no one (to be seen) for miles around. ■ We were 
miles from home. ■ We still have miles to go. ■ The beach 
stretched on for miles and miles. - He lives by himself in a 
cabin miles from nowhere/anywhere. [=very far from other 
people and places] — often used figuratively ■ He was miles 
ahead of the other students in his class. ■ Politically he’s now 
miles away from his original position. ■ She feels as if her sis¬ 
ter is miles beyond her in education. ■ They’re still miles from 
an agreement. — see also miles 

3 [singular] : a race that is a mile long ■ the first man to run a 
four-minute mile [=the first man to run a mile in less than 
four minutes] 

go the extra mile : to do more than you are required to do ■ 
She’s always willing to go the extra mile to help a friend, 
mile-age /'mailnfc/ noun [noncount] 

1 a : distance in miles ■ What’s the mileage from here to 
New York? [=how many miles is it from here to New York?] 
b : distance traveled in miles by a vehicle - My old car has a 
lot of mileage on it. = My old car has racked up a lot of mile¬ 
age. [=it has been driven for a large number of miles since it 
was new] ■ a car with high/low mileage ■ The car’s rental rate 
includes unlimited mileage. [=the rate does not increase no 
matter how far the car is driven] ■ The company pays me a 
mileage allowance [=an amount of money paid for every 
mile traveled] when I have to travel for work. 

2 : the average number of miles a vehicle will travel on a gal- 
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Ion of gasoline ■ My new car gets much better mileage than 
my old one did. ■ good/bad mileage ■ fuel/gas mileage 
3 a : benefit or use over a period of time 1 The company has 
gotten a lot of mileage out of a simple idea. ■ The movie gets 
a lot of mileage out of an old story, b : useful ability ■ He’s 
not the pitcher he once was, but he still has a lot of mileage 
left in him. [=he is still able to pitch well; his career as a 
pitcher is far from finished] 

mile-om-e-ter or mi-lom-e-ter /mai'larmata/ noun, pi 
-ters [count] Brit ; odometer 
mile-pOSt /'maj3l,poust/ noun, pi -posts [count] US 

1 : a post by the side of a road that shows the distance in 
miles to a specified place 

2 : milestone 2 ■ We’ve reached a new milepost in the field 
of genetic research. 

mil-er /'maila 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a runner in a race that 
is a mile long 

miles /'majalz/ adv, chiefly Brit, informal : very much ■ This 
one is miles worse/better than that one. 
mile-Stone /'majahstoun/ noun, pi -stones [count] 

1 : a stone by the side of a road that shows the distance in 
miles to a specified place 

2 : an important point in the progress or development of 
something : a very important event or advance — usually + 
in ■ The birth of their first child was a (major) milestone in 
their marriage. ■ The study marks an important milestone in 
our understanding of the disease. 

mi-lieu /mil'ju:/ noun, pi -lieus or -lieux /mil'ju.z/ [count] 
formal : the physical or social setting in which people live or 
in which something happens or develops ■ He and his wife 
come from different cultural milieus, [-backgrounds, envi¬ 
ronments] 

mil-i'tant /'milatant/ adj [more most ~]: having or show¬ 
ing a desire or willingness to use strong, extreme, and some¬ 
times forceful methods to achieve something ■ militant pro¬ 
testers ■ an angry and militant speech ■ militant foreign policy 

— mil-i-tan-cy /'milatansi/ noun [noncount] • the militancy 
of the protesters — militant noun, pi -tants [count] ■ a pro¬ 
test by angry militants — mil-i-tant-ly adv 

mil-i-ta-rism /'milatajnzam/ noun [noncount] : the opin¬ 
ions or actions of people who believe that a country should 
use military methods, forces, etc., to gain power and to 
achieve its goals ■ The administration has been criticized for 
the militarism of its foreign policy. 

— mll'i'ta-rist /'milatanst/ adj [more most ~] ■ a milita¬ 
rist regime — militarist noun, pi -rists [count] ■ a govern¬ 
ment dominated by militarists — mil-i-ta-ris-tic 
/iimlata'nstik/ adj [more most ~] ■ a militaristic foreign 
policy 

mil-i-ta-rize also Brit mil-l-ta-rise /'milata^aiz/ verb -riz- 
es; -rized; -riz-lng [+ obj] 

1 : to put weapons and military forces in (an area) — usually 
used as (be) militarized • The area is now fully militarized. ■ a 
militarized zone — opposite demilitarize 

2 : to give a military quality or character to (something) ■ 
militarize a country’s foreign policy ■ an increasingly milita¬ 
rized society 

— mil-i-ta-ri-za-tion also Brit mil-i-ta-ri-sa-tion 

/iimlatara'zeijan, Brit ,irulata,rai'zeiJan/ noun [noncount] 

1 military /'mila,teri/ adj 

1 a : of or relating to soldiers or the armed forces (such as 
the army, navy, marines, and air force) ■ military discipline/ 
life ■ military glory ■ military aircraft/officers/history/person- 
nel/operations ■ a military base/camp/hospital ■ He is being 
tried in a military court rather than in a civilian court. ■ He 
has had a long military career. ■ He tried to avoid military 
service. [=he tried to avoid becoming a member of the army, 
navy, etc.] b : of or relating to the army ■ military and naval 
affairs 

2 : controlled or supported by armed forces ■ a military gov- 
emment/dictatorship/regime ■ a military coup 

— mil-i'tari'ly /,mila'terali/ adv ■ a militarily superior force 
2 militarv noun [plural] : members of the armed forces : mili¬ 
tary people ■ There were many military present but only a 
few civilians. 

the military : the armed forces ■ He has had a long career in 
the military. ■ The policy is opposed by the military. ■ The 
military oppose/opposes the policy. [=military leaders op¬ 
pose the policy] 

military police noun [plural] : an organized part of a mili¬ 
tary force (such as an army) that acts as the police for that 
force 


— military policeman noun, pi ~ -men [count] 
mil'i'tate /■mila.teit/ verb -tates; -tat-ed; -tat-ing 

militate against [phrasal verb] militate against (something) 
formal : to make (something) unlikely to happen : to pre¬ 
vent (something) from happening ■ His inexperience mili¬ 
tates against his getting an early promotion. ■ factors mili¬ 
tating against success 

mi-li'tia /ma'lija/ noun, pi -tias [count] : a group of people 
who are not part of the armed forces of a country but are 
trained like soldiers 

— mMi-tia-man /ma'lijaman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] 
1 milk /'milk/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a white liquid produced by a woman to feed her baby or 
by female animals to feed their young ■ mother’s/breast milk 
■ cheese made from sheep’s milk, especially : milk from cows 
or goats that is used as food by people ■ a glass of low-fat/ 
whole milk ■ serving milk and cookies ■ pasteurized/homoge¬ 
nized milk ■ whole milk [=milk from which no fat has been 
removed] — see also condensed milk, evaporated 

MILK, MALTED MILK, SKIM MILK 

2 : a white liquid produced by a plant ■ coconut milk 
cry over spilled/spilt milk see ‘cry 

land of milk and honey see ‘land 

the milk of human kindness literary : kind feelings or be¬ 
havior toward other people ■ He was filled with the milk of 
human kindness. [=he was filled with kindness; he was very 
kind] 

2 milk verb milks; milked; mllk-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to get milk from (an animal) ■ milk a cow 

2 : to use (something or someone) in a way that helps you 
unfairly ■ They milked [= exploited] their advantage for ail it 
was worth. ■ greedy landlords milking their tenants of all 
their money — see also milk (someone or something) dry at 
‘dry 

— milk-er Anilka 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a mechanical 
milker [=a machine used for milking cows] 

milk chocolate noun [count, noncount] : a kind of choco¬ 
late that is made with milk — compare dark chocolate 
milk float noun, pi ~ floats [count] Brit : a small electric ve¬ 
hicle used to deliver milk to people’s homes 
milk-maid /'mil^meid/ noun, pi -maids [count] old- 
fashioned l DAIRYMAID 

milk-man /'mil^mzen/ noun, pi -men /-,mcn/ [count] : a 
man who sells or delivers milk 

milk of mag-ne-Sia /-m£eg'ni:33/ noun [noncount] : a 
thick, white liquid that contains magnesium and is used as a 
medicine for stomach problems (such as indigestion) 
milk-shake /'inilk Jeik/ noun, pi -shakes [count] : a thick 
drink made of milk, a flavoring syrup, and often ice cream " 
a chocolate/vanilla milkshake — called also shake 
milk-SOp /'milk,sa:p/ noun, pi -sops [count] old-fashioned 
; a weak boy or man 

milk tooth noun, pi ~ teeth [count] : baby tooth 
mi Ik-weed /'milk,wi:d/ noun, pi -weeds [count, noncount] 

; a type of North American plant that has white juice 
milky /'milki/ adj milk-i-er; -est 

1 a : looking or tasting like milk ■ cheese with a light milky 
taste ■ milky (white) skin b : not clear ■ a milky [-cloudy] 
liquid ■ eyes covered by a milky glaze 

2 : containing a large amount of milk • milky coffee 

— milk-i-ness noun [noncount] 

Milky Wa V noun 

the Milky Way t : a broad band of light that can be seen in 
the night sky and that is caused by the light of a very large 
number of faint stars 2 : the galaxy in which we live that 
contains the stars that make up the Milky Way ■ Our solar 
system is in the Milky Way (galaxy). 

1 m jH /'mil/ noun, pi mills [count] 

1 a : a building with machinery for grinding grain into flour 
b : a machine for grinding grain 

2 : a small machine for grinding or crushing pepper, coffee, 
etc." a food/pepper mill 

3 : a building in which a particular product is made : facto¬ 
ry ■ a paper/cotton/textile/lumber/steel mill • mill workers 

— see also sawmill 

4 : something that is compared to a factory because it pro¬ 
duces things in large numbers or in a mechanical way ■ Some 
critics have described the school as a diploma mill. [=a 
school where students can obtain diplomas very easily] "The 
rumor mill has been churning out stories about their mar¬ 
riage. [=there are many rumors about their marriage] 
grist for/to your/the mill see grist 
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through the mill chiefly Brit : through a very difficult expe¬ 
rience ■ They’ve been (put) through the mill in the months 
since their father died. 

2 mill verb mills; milled; mill-ing 

1 [+ ohj\ : to produce (something) in a mill especially by 
grinding, crushing, or cutting it • milled wheat/lumber 

2 [no obj\ of a group of people : to walk around in a general 
area without any particular aim or purpose ■ The crowd was 
milling outside the exit. — usually + around or 0 chiefly Brit) 
about ■ People were just milling around while they waited. 

3 m i 11 variant spelling of mil 

mil-len-ni-um /ma'lenijam/ noun, pi -nla /-nija/ or -ni- 
ums [count] 

1 : a period of 1,000 years ■ The book describes the changes 
that have occurred in the landscape over many millennia. 

2 : a period of a thousand years counted from the beginning 
of the Christian era ■ The year 2000 was celebrated as the be¬ 
ginning of the third millennium. ■ We had a party to cele¬ 
brate the millennium. [=the beginning of the millennium] 

— miMen-nl-al /ma'lenijal/ adj ■ millennial celebrations 
mill-er /'milay noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who works in 

or is in charge of a flour mill 

miMet /'milat/ noun [noncount] : a type of grass that is 
grown for its seeds which are used as food; also : the seeds of 
millet 

milll- combining form : one thousandth part of something ■ 
millimeter 

mil-li-gram also Brit mil-li-gramme / l mil3,grsem/ noun, pi 
-grams [count]: a weight equal to 1/1000 gram 
mil-li-li-ter ( US) or Brit mil-li-li-tre /'mila^iita*/ noun, pi 
-ters [count] : a measure of capacity equal to 1/1000 liter 
mil-li-me-ter ( US ) or Brit mil-li-me-tre /'mil3,mi:t 9/ noun, 
pi -ters [count] : a length equal to 1/1000 meter 
miMi-ner /'mitena 1 / noun, pi -ners [count] : a person who 
designs, makes, or sells women’s hats 
miMi«nery /'mi^neri/flown [ noncount ] 

1 : women’s hats ■ a shop that sells millinery 

2 : the business of making or selling women’s hats 
miMion /'miljan/ noun,pi mil-lions or million [count] 

1 : the number 1,000,000 ■ a/one/two million (of them) ■ a 
hundred million = 100 million • several million (of them) = 
(less commonly) several millions (of them) ■ hundreds of mil¬ 
lions (of them) ■ a million and one [=1,000,001] ■ a million and 
a half =1.5 million [=1,500,000] ■ The company is worth mil¬ 
lions. [=worth millions of dollars, pounds, euros, etc.] ■ a mil¬ 
lion dollars 

2 : a very large amount or number ■ I’ve heard that excuse a 
million times before. [=many, many times before] — often 
plural ■ The drug could save millions of lives. • millions and 
millions of people 

look/feel like a million dollars/bucks informal : to look/ 
feel very good ■ She looks like a million bucks since she lost 
all that weight. 

never/not In a million years see year 
one In a million informal : a person or thing that is very un¬ 
usual, special, or admired ■ Thanks for all the help you’ve 
given me. You’re one in a million, 
thanks a million informal : thank you very much ■ Hey, 
thanks a million for your help. • (humorous) “I’ll let you 
wash the dishes today.” “ Thanks a million." 

— millionth /'miljanG/ adj ■ our (one) millionth customer ■ 
This is the millionth time I’ve seen this show. [=1 have seen 
this show many times] — millionth noun, pi -Months 
[count] ■ one millionth [=one of a million equal parts] of a 
second 

mil-lion-aire /jimlja'nea/ noun, pi -aires [count] : a rich 
person who has at least a million dollars, pounds, etc. 
mil-lion-air-ess ^milja'neras/ noun, pi -ess»es [count] : a 
rich woman who has at least a million dollars, pounds, etc. 
: a woman who is a millionaire 

mil-li-pede /'mitajnid/ noun, pi -pedes [count] : a small 
creature that is like an insect and that has a long, thin body 
with many legs 

mil-li-sec-ond /'mila^ekand/ noun, pi -onds [count] : one 
thousandth of a second 

mill-pond /'mil,pa:nd/ noun, pi -ponds [count] : a pond 
that supplies water for running a mill 
mill-stone /'mil,stoun/ noun, pi -stones [count] 

1 : either one of two large, round stones used for grinding 
grain in a mill 

2 : a problem or responsibility that does not go away and 


that makes it difficult or impossible to do or achieve some¬ 
thing ■ College loans can quickly become a millstone for stu¬ 
dents. ■ The scandal has become a political millstone. ■ The 
scandal has been a millstone around her neck. 
milometer variant spelling of mileometer 
1 mime /'maun/ noun, pi mimes 

1 [noncount] : a form of entertainment in which a performer 
plays a character or tells a story without words by using 
body movements and facial expressions ■ an actor with a gift 
for mime ■ a performance done in mime 

2 [count] a : a performance done without speaking : a per¬ 
formance using mime b : a performer who uses mime ■ an 
actor who is a talented mime 

2 mime verb mimes; mimed; mlm-ing [+ obf] : to make the 
movements of someone who is doing (something) without 
actually doing it ■ He mimed playing a guitar. ■ She mimed 
picking up the phone and dialing a number. • He mimed the 
words to the song. [=he moved his mouth like someone sing¬ 
ing the song but he did not actually sing the words] 
1 mim-ic /'mimik/ verb -ics; -icked; -ick-lng [+ obf] 

1 : to copy (someone or someone’s behavior or speech) espe¬ 
cially for humor ■ He can mimic [= imitate ] the way his father 
talks perfectly. ■ He mimicked her accent. • She has a talent 
for mimicking famous actresses. 

2 : to create the appearance or effect of (something) ■ soft¬ 
ware that can mimic [^simulate] human thought ■ The lamp 
mimics natural sunlight. 

3 : to naturally look like (something) ■ a butterfly that mim¬ 
ics a leaf 

2 mlmlc noun, pi -Ics [count] : a person who copies the behav¬ 
ior or speech of other people : a person who mimics other 
people ■ She’s a talented mimic. ; also : an animal that natu¬ 
rally looks like something else 

mim-ic-ry /'mimikri/ noun [noncount]: the activity or art of 
copying the behavior or speech of other people : the activity 
or art of mimicking other people ■ a talent for mimicry 
mi-mo-sa /ma'mousa/ noun, pi -sas 

1 [count, noncount] : a tropical tree or shrub that has small 
white or pink flowers that are shaped like balls 

2 [count] US : an alcoholic drink made with champagne and 
orange juice 

min-a-ret/.mma'ret/nowrt,/?/ -rets [count] : a tall, thin tow¬ 
er of a mosque with a balcony from which the people are 
called to prayer 

1 mi nee /*mms/ verb minc*es; minced; minc-ing 

1 [+ obf] : to cut (food) into very small pieces ■ The recipe 
says that you should mince the onions. ■ minced parsley/car¬ 
rots/garlic ■ (< chiefly Brit) minced beef [=({/S) ground beef, 
hamburger] 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obf] : to 
walk with quick, short steps in a way that does not seem nat¬ 
ural and that is often meant to be funny ■ The comedian 
minced across the stage. = The comedian walked with minc¬ 
ing steps across the stage. 

not mince (your) words or US mince no words : to speak 
in a very direct and honest way without worrying that you 
may be offending someone ■ He doesn’t mince words about 
the proposed law, which he considers “unconstitutional” 
and “idiotic.” • She minces no words in stating her opinions. 
— minc-ing-ly /'mmsiqli/ adv ■ walked mincingly across the 
stage 

2 mince noun [noncount] 

1 Brit : hamburger 2 ■ The recipe uses a pound of mince. 
[=(£/£) ground beef]\ also : ground meat of a specified kind ■ 
lamb mince 

2 : mincemeat 2 * a mince pie 
mince-meat /'mu^miit/ noun [noncount] 

1 : meat that has been cut into very small pieces : minced 
meat 

2 : a mixture of raisins, apples, spices, etc., that is used espe¬ 
cially in pies • mincemeat pie 

make mincemeat out of informal : to destroy, ruin, or de¬ 
feat (someone or something) in a very thorough and com¬ 
plete way ■ Last year’s champions have been making 
mincemeat of the competition again this year. 

1 mind /'maind/ noun, pi minds 

1 : the part of a person that thinks, reasons, feels, and re¬ 
members [count] He read great literature to develop/culti¬ 
vate his mind. ■ It’s important to keep your mind active as 
you grow older. ■ He went for a walk to help clear his mind. ■ 
the mysteries of the human mind ■ My mind is always open 
to new ideas. ■ You can’t argue with him. His mind is closed. ■ 
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1 can’t concentrate: my mind is always wandering and I can’t 
keep it focused on anything. ■ Let me get this clear/straight 
in my mind [=let me understand this clearly]: are you saying 
that she was lying to me all along? ■ I can’t get that image out 
of my mind. = I can’t stop seeing that image in my mind. = 
That image is stuck in my mind. ■ The smell of pine sends my 
mind back to childhood. ■ The sound of her voice jerked my 
mind back to the present. ■ My mind tells me it can’t work, 
but my heart tells me I want to try it. ■ We must appeal to 
and win (over) the hearts and minds of the people. [=the 
emotions and the reasoning of the people] ■ His conscious 
mind had forgotten the incident, but the memory of it was 
still buried somewhere in his subconscious/unconscious 
mind. • There’s absolutely no doubt in my mind about his 
guilt. [=1 am sure that he is guilty] ■ I know you’re disap¬ 
pointed by their decision, but you should just put that out of 
your mind [=stop thinking about that] and go back to work. ■ 
I’ll handle the schedule. Just put it out of your mind. [=don’t 
think or worry about it] "Is there something on your mindl 
[=is there something troubling you?; are you worried or 
bothered about something?] ■ Why don’t you just say what’s 
on your mindl [=why don’t you just say what you are think¬ 
ing?] ■ I wish there were some way I could ease your (trou¬ 
bled) mind. = I wish there were some way I could set/put 
your mind at ease/rest. [=could make you stop woiTying] ■ 
These problems have been preying/weighing on his mind. 
[=he has been worrying about these problems] ■ The safety of 
the children should be foremost/uppermost in all our minds 
now. [=we should all be thinking most about the safety of the 
children now] ■ The idea that we might lose was the furthest 
thing from my mind. [=1 never thought that we might lose] ■ I 
have no intention of quitting my job. Nothing could be fur¬ 
ther from my mind. ■ She says that getting married again is 
the last thing on her mind right now. [=she is not thinking at 
all about getting married again] ■ What was going/running 
through your mind [=what were you thinking] when you 
agreed to do this? ■ His name slips/escapes my mind at the 
moment. [=1 can’t remember his name] -O’- If something (such 
as an illness) is all in your/the mind, you are imagining it. ■ He 
thinks he’sveryill, butit’sa// in hi.?mind. If yourmindis 
set on something or you have your mindset on something, 
you are very determined to do or to get something. ■ Her 
mind is set on becoming a doctor. = She has her mind set on 
becoming a doctor. ( noncount ] It’s important to be healthy 
in both body and mind. ■ He’s in a bad/good state of mind. 
[=he’s in a bad/good mood] ■ Installing a security system in 
your home will give you greater peace of mind. I=a feeling of 
being safe or protected] — see also frame of MIND, pres¬ 
ence OF MIND 

2 \count\ — used to describe the way a person thinks or the 
intelligence of a person ■ She has a brilliant mind. ■ He has an 
inquisitive/inquiring mind. ■ He’s an evil man with a warped/ 
twisted mind. ■ He’s recognized as having one of the sharpest 
minds [= intellects ] in this field. 

3 — used in phrases that describe someone as mentally ill or 
crazy ■ There’s something wrong with him. He’s not in his 
right mind. l=he is mentally ill] ■ No one in their right mind 
would try such a stunt. = Who in their right mind would try 
such a stunt? ■ (law) She claims that her father was not of 
sound mind when he changed his will. = She claims her fa¬ 
ther was of unsound mind. [=was not sane or rational] — 
usually used informally in an exaggerated way ■ What a ri¬ 
diculous idea! You must be out of your mind [=crazy] to be¬ 
lieve that. ■ I was (going) out of my mind with worry. [=1 was 
extremely worried] ■ I feel like I’m losing my mind. = I feel 
like I’m going out of my mind. [=1 feel like I’m going crazy] ■ 
That noise is driving me out of my mind. [=driving me crazy] 
^ The phrase out of your mind is also used informally to 
make a statement stronger. ■ I was bored out of my mind. [=1 
was very bored] ■ She was frightened out of her mind. 

4 [count) : a very intelligent person ■ Many of the world’s 
greatest minds in physics will be attending the convention. 

5 [ noncount\ : a particular way of thinking about a situation 
■ Everyone at the meeting was of like mind [=everyone 
agreed] about how to proceed. ■ She is of the same mind as 
me. [=she agrees with me] ■ We’re all of one mind about him 
[=we all agree about him]: he’s the one we want. * To/In my 
mind , that’s wrong. 

6 [noncount] : attention that is given to a person or thing ■ 
Try to relax and take/get/keep your mind off your problems. 
[=stop thinking about your problems] ■ I’m finding it hard to 
keep my mind on my work. [=to concentrate on my work] ■ 
After finishing work on the remodeling project, she was able 


to turn her mind to [=direct her attention to; work on] other 
matters. ■ Don’t pay him any mind. [=don’t pay attention to 
him; ignore him] ■ He kept talking but she paid him no mind. 
■ You shouldn’t pay any/much mind to what he says. 
a meeting of (the) minds see meeting 
at/in the back of your mind see 'back 
blow someone’s mind informal : to strongly affect some¬ 
one’s mind with shock, confusion, etc. ; to amaze or over¬ 
whelm someone’s mind ■ The music really blew my mind. ■ 
The thought of all she’s accomplished at such a young age 
just blows my mind. — see also mind-blowing 
call/bring (something) to mind : to cause (something) to 
be remembered or thought of ■ Seeing her again brought to 
mind the happy times we spent together in college. 
change someone’s mind : to cause someone to change an 
opinion or decision ■ I tried to convince her, but I couldn’t 
change her mind. 

change your mind : to change your decision or opinion 
about something ■ He wasn’t going to come, but at the last 
minute he changed his mind. ■ I tried to convince her, but 
she wouldn’t change her mind, 
come/spring/leap to mind : to be remembered or thought 
of ■ What comes to mind when you hear his name? ■ I didn’t 
mean to offend you. I just said the first thing that came to/ 
into my mind. 

concentrate the/your mind see ’concentrate 
cross someone’s mind see 2 cross 
enter your mind see enter 

give someone a piece of your mind : to speak to someone 
in an angry way ■ He stopped making so much noise after I 
went over there and gave him a piece of my mind, 
have a good mind or have half a mind A If you have a 
good mind or have half a mind to do something, you have a 
feeling that you want to do it, especially because you are 
angry or annoyed, but you will probably not do it. ■ I have 
a good mind to go over there and tell him to be quiet. • I 
have half a mind to tell her what I really think of her. 
have a mind like a sieve see ’sieve 
have a mind of your own : to have your own ideas and 
make your own choices about what should be done ■ Her 
parents want her to go to college, but she has a mind of her 
own and she insists on trying to become an actress. — of¬ 
ten used figuratively ■ I can’t get the camera to work right. 
It seems to have a mind of its own. 
have (someone or something) in mind : to be thinking of 
(someone or something): such as a : to be thinking of 
choosing (someone) for a job, position, etc. ■ They have 
you in mind for the job. I=they are thinking of giving the 
job to you] b : to be thinking of doing (something) ■ “I’d 
like to do something special for our anniversary.” “What 
sort of thing did you have in mind 7” "He had it in mind 
[=intended] to leave the business to his daughter. 
in mind : in your thoughts ■ We designed this product with 
people like you in mind. [=we designed it for people like 
you] ■ He went into the bar with trouble in mind, [intend¬ 
ing to cause trouble] ■ Before you disregard his advice, 
keep/bear in mind [-remember] that he is regarded as one 
of the leading experts in this field. ■ We have a limited 
amount of money to spend, and we need to keep that in 
mind [=think of that; consider that] while we’re planning 
our vacation. 

in your mind’s eye see ’eye 
know your own mind see ’know 

make up your mind : to make a decision about something ■ 
I can’t make up my mind [=decide] where to take my vaca¬ 
tion. ■ He had made up his mind not to go. ■ He’s thinking 
about going, but he still hasn’t made up his mind (about it). 
■ He’s not going. His mind is made up. [=he has made a de¬ 
cision and will not change it] ■ I can’t decide for you. You’ll 
have to make up your own mind, 
mind over matter — used to describe a situation in which 
someone is able to control a physical condition, problem, 
etc., by using the mind ■ His ability to keep going even 
when he is tired is a simple question of mind over matter, 
of two minds (US) or Brit in two minds : not decided or 
certain about something : having two opinions or ideas 
about something ■ I can’t make up my mind where to take 
my vacation: I’m of two minds about where to go. ■ I’m of 
two minds about (hiring) him: he seems well-qualified, but 
he doesn’t have much experience. 
open your mind see 2 open 

put (someone) in mind of (something) : to cause (some¬ 
one) to remember or think of (something) ■ What hap- 
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pened to you yesterday puts me in mind of [=reminds me 
of] what happened to me a year ago. 
put/set your mind to (something) : to give your attention 
to (something) and try very hard to do it ■ You’d be sur¬ 
prised at what you can accomplish when you put your 
mind to it. ■ We can solve this problem if we put our minds 
to it. 

read someone's mind : to know exactly what someone is 
thinking ■ “I think we should go out to a movie tonight.” 
“You read my mind. I was thinking the same thing.” ■ It’s as 
if you could read my mind. • He claims that he has the abil¬ 
ity to read minds. — see also mind reader 
speak your mind : to say what you think : to state your 
opinion ■ If you don’t agree with him, don’t be afraid to 
speak your mind. 

take a load/weight off your mind : to make you stop wor¬ 
rying about something • Hearing that she’s safe has really 
taken a load off my mind). 

2 mind verb minds; minded; minding 

1 not used in progressive tenses : to be bothered by (some¬ 
thing) : to object to or dislike (something) [+ obj] I mind it 
greatly [=it bothers me very much] when people are rude. ■ I 
don’t mind the rain. = I don’t mind if it rains. [=the rain 
doesn’t bother me] ■ I don’t mind making dinner. [=1 am will¬ 
ing to make dinner; making dinner does not bother me] ■ I 
wouldn’t mind having a piece of pie myself. [=1 would like to 
have a piece of pie too] [no obj\ It was raining, but I didn’t 
mind. ■ Our flight was delayed —not that I minded [=1 was 
not bothered by it], since I was late getting to the airport my¬ 
self. ■ I’d like another cupcake, if you don’t mind. [=if it is all 
right with you] 

2 [+ obj] : to care about or worry about (something or some¬ 
one) ■ They don’t seem to mind where they sit. = They seem 
not to mind where they sit. ■ I don’t mind very much what 
happens. * “Why is he so angry?” “Oh, don’t mind him. He’s 
always complaining about something.” ■ Don’t mind me 
[=don’t worry about or pay attention to me]: I’ll be all right. 

3 [+ obj] a — used to make a polite request ■ Do you mind 
me/my sitting here? [=would you be bothered if I sat here?] ■ 
Do you mind if I smoke? = Would you mind if I smoked? ■ 
Would you mind doing me a small favor? • I’m tired. Would 
you mind leaving a little early? = Would you mind it if we 
left a little early? b — used in phrases with if when you 
have said something that might bother or upset someone ■ 
How old are you, if you don’t mind my/me askincf? [=may I 
ask how old you are?; would you be offended if I asked how 
old you are?] ■ You look a bit old for this job, if you don’t 
mind my/me saying so. [=if I may say so] c — used in infor¬ 
mal phrases with / ■ “Would you like another cup of coffee?” 
“Thank you: / don’t mind if I do!” [=yes. I’d like another cup] 
■ I was shocked by the news, / don’t mind telling you* [=1 
must say/admit that I was shocked by the news] ■ / don’t 
mind saying/admitting that I was very disappointed by her 
decision, d — used in informal phrases that show anger or 
annoyance ■ "That old woman’s a real pain!" “Do you MIN&.7 
That’s my mother you’re talking about!” ■ “Let me help you 
with that.” “I’ll do it myself, if you don’t mind.” 

4 [+ obj] US : to do what you are told to do by (someone) 
: obey ■ Mind your parents! 

5 [+ obj] : to take care of (something or someone): to watch 
or be in charge of (something or someone) ■ Who’s going to 
mind the office while you’re away? • Who’s minding the chil¬ 
dren? — see also mind the store (below) 

6 [+ obj] a : to be careful about (something) ■ You’d better 
mind what you say. ■ Mind your tongue/language). [=stop say¬ 
ing offensive or improper things] ■ His mother told him to 
mind his manners. [=to behave in a polite and proper way] ■ 
{chiefly Brit ) Mind how you behave when we get there. — see 
also mind your p’s and q's at l p b chiefly Brit — used to tell 
someone to be aware of something that could be a problem 
or danger • The wind is very strong: mind your hat! ■ Mind 
the broken glass! [=watch out for the broken glass] ■ Mind 
the missing step! c chiefly Brit — used to tell someone to be 
sure to do something or to be careful to prevent something 
from happening ■ Mind [=make sure] you’ve finished the 
project before he gets back! ■ Mind he doesn’t lose his ticket! 
mind out [phrasal verb] Brit — used to tell someone to be 

careful * Mind out —one of the steps is missing! ■ There’s a 
car coming! Mind out\ [-look out , watch out] 
mind the store (US) or Brit mind the shop : to be in charge 
of a place when the person who is usually in charge is not 
there ■ Who’s minding the store while the boss is away? 


mind you informal — used in speech to give stress to a state¬ 
ment that you are making so that a preceding or following 
statement will not be misunderstood • His advice wasn’t 
very helpful. I’m not criticizing him, mind you. ■ Mind you. 
I’m not criticizing him, but the truth is that his advice 
wasn’t very helpful. — often used in British English with¬ 
out you ■ His advice wasn’t very helpful. I’m not criticizing 
him, mind\ 

mind your own business see business 
mind your step see ’step 

never mind 1 — used to tell someone not to worry about 
something ■ Never mind your mistake: it wasn’t serious. ■ 
So you made a little mistake! Never mind (about that): it 
wasn’t serious. ■ Do you know where my keys are? Oh, 
never mind. Here they are. 2 — used to refer to some¬ 
thing that is even less likely or possible than the thing pre¬ 
viously mentioned ■ I can barely understand it, never mind 
[-let alone, much /ess] explain it. 
never you mind informal — used to tell someone that you 
will not be answering a question ■ “Just how old are you 
anyway?” “Never you mind ).” 

mind—al*ter»ing / l maind,a:ltdni)/ adj : causing changes to 
the mind or to behavior ■ mind-altering drugs 
mind-bend*ing /'maind^enditj/ acfj 

1 : causing changes to the mind or to behavior : mind- 
altering ■ mind-bending drugs 

2 [more most ~] informal : very confusing, exciting, etc. 
: mind-blowing ■ a mind-bending experience ■ mind- 
bending special effects 

- mind-bend-ing-ly adv 

mind~blOW*ing /'maind^lowig/ adj [more most ~] in¬ 
formal : very confusing, exciting, or shocking ■ The power of 
her performance was positively mind-blowing. ■ a mind- 
blowing [-mind-boggling] number of possibilities — see also 
blow someone’s mind at ’mind 

- mind-blow-ing-ly adv 

mind—bog*gling /'maindjbcngliQ/a*# [more most ~] in¬ 

formal : having a very powerful or overwhelming effect on 
the mind ■ a mind-boggling [=stunning] performance : amaz¬ 
ingly or confusingly large, great, etc. ■ a mind-boggling array 
of options ■ He received a mind-boggling $200 million in pay. 
■ The sheer vastness of space is mind-boggling. 

— mind—bog«gling-ly adv • mind-bogglingly large numbers 
mind*ed /'maindad I adj 

1 a : having a particular kind of mind — used in combina¬ 
tion ■ narrow-minded ■ open -minded • closed-minded b : in¬ 
terested in or concerned about a particular subject — used 
in combination ■ bargain-minded customers ■ She’s very 
health -minded. [=she is very concerned about doing things 
that promote good health] 

2 Brit, formal: having a desire or intention to do something • 
The government is minded [= inclined, disposed] to grant their 
request. 

mind-er /'mainda 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] Brit, informal 
: bodyguard ■ The reporters were kept away by the celeb¬ 
rity’s minders. — see also netminder 
mind'ful /'maindfal/ adj [more most ~] : aware of some¬ 
thing that may be important — often 4- of m Investors should 
be mindful of current political trends. — often + that • Inves¬ 
tors should be mindful that political trends may influence the 
market. 

- minddul-ly Anaindfali/ adv - mind-ful-ness noun 
[noncount] 

mind-less /'maindlas/ adj 

1 a : having or showing no ability to think, feel, or respond ■ 
a mindless killer ■ a mindless bureaucracy b : showing no 
use of intelligence or thought ■ mindless devotion to fashion ■ 
The article was a mindless piece of nonsense. : having no 
purpose “ The movie has been criticized for its mindless vio¬ 
lence. ■ a mindless waste of time c : requiring very little at¬ 
tention or thought ■ mindless activity/work 

2 : not aware of something : not mindful of something ■ He 
seemed to be completely mindless of the danger he was fac¬ 
ing. ■ She was mindless of her appearance. 

— mind-less-ly adv ■ a mindlessly violent movie — mind- 
less-ness noun [noncount] 

mind—numb-ing /'maindjnAmiQ/ adj [more most ~] in¬ 

formal : very dull or boring ■ mind-numbing work 

— mind—numb*ing-ly adv • mind-numbingly dull 

mind reader noun, pi ~ -ers [count]: someone who is able 
to know another person’s thoughts without being told what 
they are : someone who is able to read minds ■ How was I 
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supposed to know what you were thinking? I’m no mind 
reader. ■ “I think we should eat out tonight." “You must be a 
mind reader', that's just what I was thinking myself!" 

- mind reading noun [noncount] 

mind—Set /'maind^et/ noun, pi -sets [count] : a particular 
way of thinking : a person’s attitude or set of opinions about 
something ■ politicians trying to understand the mind-set of 
voters ■ a conservative/liberal mind-set 
1 mine /'main/ ptonoun 

1 : that which belongs to me : my one : my ones ■ The book 
is mine. [=it is my book] ■ Those books are mine. [=those are 
my books] ■ Mine is the book on the left. [=my book is the 
one on the left] ■ His eyes are blue and mine are brown. ■ a 
former professor/friend of mine [=one of my former profes- 
sors/friends] 

2 Brit, informal : my home : my place ■ Let’s go back to mine 
for a drink. 

2 mine noun, pi mines [count] 

1 : a pit or tunnel from which minerals (such as coal, gold, 
diamonds, etc.) are taken — see also gold mine, strip 
mine 

2 : a bomb that is placed in the ground or in water and that 
explodes when it is touched — see also land mine 

3 : a rich source of something (such as information) ■ He has 
proven to be a mine [=gold mine] of information. [=he has 
provided a large amount of information] 

3 mine verb mines; mined; min-ing 

1 a : to dig a mine in order to find and take away coal, gold, 
diamonds, etc. — usually + for [no obj] The area was soon 
filled with prospectors who were mining for gold. [+ obj] 
Prospectors mined the region for diamonds, b [+ obj] : to 
find and take away (coal, gold, diamonds, etc.) from a mine ■ 
Local people were hired to mine the gold. 

2 [+ obj] : to search for something valuable in (something) — 
usually + for • Police have been mining the tapes/or informa¬ 
tion. [=they have been listening to the tapes in order to get 
information from them] 

3 [+ obj] : to put mines (sense 2) in or under (something) ■ 
The enemy had mined the harbor. ■ The road was mined. 

minefield /'main^r.ld/ noun, pi -fields [count] 

1 : an area of land or water that contains mines (sense 2) 

2 : something that has many dangers or risks ■ This issue is a 
political minefield. 

min-er /'mama-/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who works 
in a mine ■ coal/gold miners 
min*er*al /'minsrsl/ noun, pi -aIs [count] 

1 : a substance (such as quartz, coal, petroleum, salt, etc.) 
that is naturally formed under the ground 

2 : a chemical substance (such as iron or zinc) that occurs 
naturally in certain foods and that is important for good 
health ■ an adequate supply of vitamins and minerals 

min-er-al'O-gy /,mm3'r£el3cfei//ioM/i [noncount] : the scien¬ 
tific study of minerals 

- min>er»al-og*i'Cal /.mmsrs'la-.cfeiksl/ ac(j - min-er-al- 
ogist /,mm3'r£el3<fcist/ noun, pi -gists [count] 

mineral water noun, pi ~~ -ters [count, noncount] : water 
that contains mineral salts and gases (such as carbon diox¬ 
ide) " a glass of mineral water 

min-e*Stro-ne Amins'strouni/ noun [noncount] : a thick 
Italian soup that is usually made with beans, vegetables, and 
pasta 

mine«SWeep*er / , main,swi:pav' noun, pi -ers [count] : a 
ship designed for removing or destroying mines 
min-gle /'mitjgai/ verb min-gles; min-gled. min-gling 

1 : to combine or bring together two or more things [+ obj] 
The story mingles fact and/with fiction, [no obj] Several fla¬ 
vors mingte in the stew. ■ It’s a stoiy in which fact mingles 
with fiction. 

2 [no obj] : to move around during a party, meeting, etc., and 
talk informally with different people ■ The host was too busy 
to mingle during the party. — often + with ■ The speaker 
stayed to mingle with the audience after the lecture. — see 
also INTERMINGLE 

mingy /'mincfei/ adj mln-gi-er; -est chiefly Brit, informal 

1 : not liking to spend money : stingy • a mingy uncle 

2 : not large enough ■ a mingy portion of food 

- min-gl-ness/ioun [noncount] 

mini /'mmi/ noun, pi minis [count] : a very short skirt 
: MINISKIRT 

mini- combining form : smaller or shorter than usual or nor¬ 
mal : miniature ■ mm/bike ■ miniskirt 
1 min«i-a-ture /'mmijs^ua 1 / ad), always used before a noun 


: very small : tiny ■ a collection of miniature books ■ a min¬ 
iature tea set ■ a miniature camera ■ The little boy looks like a 
miniature version of his father. ■ a miniature poodle [=a poo¬ 
dle that is bred to be smaller than normal; a poodle breed 
that is smaller than the normal breed] 

2 mimature noun, pi -tures [count] : a very small sculpture, 
portrait, or painting ■ She collects porcelain miniatures, 
in miniature : in a very small form : on a very small scale ■ 
The model depicts the project in miniature. ■ The little boy 
looks like his father in miniature. 
miniature golf noun [noncount] US : a golf game played 
with a putter on a small course that has various obstacles at 
each hole — called also (US) minigolf, (Brit) crazy golf 
min-i-a-tur-ize also Brit min-i-a-tur-ise /'mmijstfs.raiz/ 
verb -lz-es; -Ized; -iz-ing [+ obj ]: to design or make (some¬ 
thing) in a very small size ■ Technology has made it possible 
to miniaturize electronic circuits. ■ a miniaturized radio 

- min-i-a-tur-i-za-tion also Brit min-i-a-tur-i-sa-tlon 
/minija^ura'zeijsn/ noun [noncount] 

mini-bar /'mmi,baa 1 / noun, pi -bars [count] : a small refrig¬ 
erator in a hotel room that has drinks inside it for guests 
mini-bike /'imni.baik/ noun, pi -bikes [count] US : a small 
motorcycle 

mini-bUS /'mini,bAs/ noun, pi -bus-es [count] : a small bus 
or van 

mini-Cab /'mmhkgeb/ noun, pi -cabs [count] Brit : a taxi 
that only picks up customers who call by telephone 
mini-golf /'mmi,ga:lf/ noun [noncount] US : miniature 
golf 

min-im /'mmsm/ noun,pi -ims [count] Brit : half note 
minima plural of ‘minimum 

min-i-mal /'minamsl/ adj [more most ~] : very small or 
slight in size or amount ■ The storm caused minimal damage. 
■ The costs were minimal. ■ areas at minimal risk for flooding 

- They made the repairs with minimal disruption [=with the 
least possible disruption] to the schedule. 

— min-i-mal-ly adv ■ a minimally adequate supply ■ a mini¬ 
mally useful tool 

min-i-mal-ist /'mmsmshst/ adj : of, relating to, or follow¬ 
ing a style in art, literature, or music that is very simple and 
uses a small number of colors, parts, materials, etc. ■ mini¬ 
malist art ■ a minimalist artist 

— min-i-mal-ism /'nnnama.lizsm/ noun [noncount] ■ a stu¬ 
dent of minimalism — minimalist noun, pi -ists [count] • 
artists who are minimalists 

min-i-mize or Brit min-i-mise /'mins^aiz/ verb -miz-es; 
-mlzed; -miz-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make (something bad or not wanted) as small as possi¬ 
ble ■ We need to minimize the chance of error. ■ The compa¬ 
ny will work to minimize costs. 

2 : to treat or describe (something) as smaller or less impor¬ 
tant than it is ■ I don’t want to minimize the contributions he 
has made to the company. ■ During the interview, she mini¬ 
mized her weaknesses and emphasized her strengths. 

3 computers : to make (a program’s window) change to a 
very small form that takes almost no room on a computer’s 
screen ■ Please minimize all open windows. — opposite max¬ 
imize 

- min-i-mi-za-tion or Brit min-i-ml-sa-tion /, mm 3m 3- 

'zeijan, Brit ,nnn3,mai , zeij'3n/ noun [noncount] 
1 min«i«mum /'minsmsm/ noun, pi min-l-mums or techni¬ 
cal mln-i-ma /'mmsms/ [count] : the lowest number or 
amount that is possible or allowed — usually singular ■ Ten 
years is the minimum needed. = We’ll need 10 years at a/the 
minimum. [=we’ll need at least 10 years] ■ We need to keep 
expenses to a (bare) minimum. [=we need to keep expenses as 
low as possible] — often + of ■ Refrigerate the dough for a 
minimum of two hours. [=for at least two hours] ■ She will 
serve a minimum of 10 years in jail. — opposite maximum 
2 minimum adj, always used before a noun : least or lowest 
possible in amount or degree ■ They made the repairs with 
minimum [-minimal] disruption to the schedule. ■ What are 
the minimum requirements for the job? ■ minimum height/ 
weight ■ The minimum sentence for her crime is 10 years. ■ a 
minimum security prison [=a prison in which prisoners are 
allowed more freedom than in most other prisons because 
they are not considered dangerous or likely to escape] 

— opposite MAXIMUM 

3 minimum adv : at the least ■ She will serve 10 years mini¬ 
mum. [=the least amount of time she will serve is 10 years] 
minimum wage noun [singular] : an amount of money 
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that is the least amount of money per hour that workers 
must be paid according to the law ■ Congress will vote on a 
bill to raise the minimum wage. 
min-ing /'mainii)/ noun [ noncount ]: the process or business 
of digging in mines to obtain minerals, metals, jewels, etc. ■ 
He works in mining. ■ the mining industry 
min-ion /'minjan/ noun, pi -ions [count] : someone who is 
not powerful or important and who obeys the orders of a 
powerful leader or boss ■ one of the boss’s minions 
mini-se*ries /'mini.siriz/ noun, pi miniseries [count] : a 
story on television that is shown in two or more parts on dif¬ 
ferent days 

mini-skirt / , mini,ska , t/ noun, pi -skirts [count] : a very 
short skirt — called also mini ; see color picture on page Cl 4 
1 min-is-ter /'mmastfr/ noun, pi -ters [count] 

1 : a person whose job involves leading church services, per¬ 
forming religious ceremonies (such as marriages), and pro¬ 
viding spiritual or religious guidance to other people : a 
member of the clergy in some Protestant churches 

2 : an official who heads a government department or a ma¬ 
jor section of a department in some countries (such as Brit¬ 
ain) ■ (Brit) the Minister of Defence [-(US) the Secretary of 
Defense] — see also prime minister 

3 : a person who represents his or her own government 
while living in a foreign country 

2 minister verb -ters; -tered; -terming 

minister to [phrasal verb] minister to (someone or some¬ 
thing) : to help or care for (someone or something) ■ She 
devoted herself to ministering to the poor and sick. ■ The 
nurse ministered to his wounds, 
min-is-te-ri-al /^una'stirijal/ adj, always used before a 
noun : of or relating to a government minister ■ She holds a 
ministerial office. • ministerial meetings/duties ■ They func¬ 
tion in a ministerial capacity in the embassy, 
min-is-tra-tions Amina'streiJ'anz/ noun [plural] formal + 
humorous : actions done to help someone ■ She recovered 
quickly despite the ministrations of her doctor, 
min-is-try /'minastri/ noun, pi -tries 

1 a the ministry : religious leaders as a group : ministers as 
a group ■ a member of the ministry b : the office, duties, or 
work of a religious minister [count] — usually singular ■ His 
ministry is among the city’s immigrants, [noncount] She 
learned a lot during her first year of ministry. ■ When did he 
enter the ministry ? [=when did he start doing religious 
work?; when did he become a minister?] 

2 [count] : a government department or the building in 
which it is located ■ (Brit) the Ministry of Defence [=(£/£) De¬ 
partment of Defense] 

mini-van /'mini.vaen/ noun, pi -vans [count] : a small van 
— called also (Brit) people carrier, (Brit) people mover, see 
picture at car 

mink /'nuijk/ noun, pi mink 
or minks 

1 [count] : a small animal 
that has a thin body and 
soft, dark brown fur 

2 a [noncount] : the skin 
and fur of a mink used for 
making clothing ■ a coat 
made of mink ■ a mink coat 
b [count] : a piece of clothing (such as a coat) made of mink 
■ women wearing expensive jewelry and minks 

min-now /'minoo/ noun, pi min-nows also minnow 
[count] : a very small fish that is often used as bait to catch 
larger fish 

1 ml* nor /'main;*/ adj 

1 a : not very important or valuable ■ a minor artist/author/ 
celebrity ■ Her role in the project was minor. ■ a minor com¬ 
ponent/part ■ I’m not worried about minor details. ■ a minor 
news story ■ minor characters ■ Doctors described her recov¬ 
ery as a minor miracle. [=her health was very bad and doc¬ 
tors were not sure if she would recover] b always used be¬ 
fore a noun : small in number, quantity, or extent" The grant 
covered only a minor part of the cost. 

2 : not very serious : not causing much trouble or damage ■ 
a minor illness/injury/setback ■ The delay will be minor. ■ a 
very minor annoyance/accident ■ a minor earthquake ■ mi¬ 
nor errors/mistakes ■ He suffered a minor heart attack. 

3 music a : having semitones between the second and third, 
the fifth and sixth, and sometimes the seventh and eighth 
notes in a scale ■ a minor scale b : based on a minor scale ■ a 
minor key — compare ‘major 3 


4 always used before a noun : not yet old enough to have the 
rights of an adult ■ He has minor children living in the house. 
2 minor noun, pi -nors [count] 

1 : a person who is not yet old enough to have the rights of 
an adult ■ families with children who are still minors ■ The 
nightclub was shut down for selling alcohol to a minor. 

2 US : a second subject studied by a college or university 
student in addition to a main subject ■ She majored in chem¬ 
istry with a minor in biology. — compare 2 major 2 

the minors US, informal : the minor leagues of baseball ■ He 
spent his entire career in the minors. 

3 minor verb -nors; -nored; -nor-ing 

minor in [phrasal verb] minor in (something) US : to have (a 
specified second subject of study) in addition to your main 
subject ■ In college, she majored in chemistry and minored 
in biology. 

mi»nor-i-tV /ma'norati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [singular] : a number or amount that is less than half of a 
total ■ The proposal is opposed by a minority of voters. 

2 [singular] : the group that is the smaller part of a larger 
group • The Republicans/Democrats are now the minority in 
the Senate. ■ Opponents of the new law appear to be in the 
minority. [=there are fewer people who oppose the new law 
than who support it] 

3 [count] a : a group of people who are different from the 
larger group in a country, area, etc., in some way (such as 
race or religion) ■ the country’s ethnic minorities ■ The group 
is becoming an influential minority in the community, b 
chiefly US : a member of such a group — usually plural ■ 
The college encouraged women and minorities to apply. ■ 
The company is making an effort to hire more minorities. 

4 [noncount] law : the time or period when a person is not 
yet old enough to have the full rights of an adult — compare 
MAJORITY 3 

— minority mdj, always used before a noun ■ Republicans/ 
Democrats are the minority party in the Senate. ■ a minori¬ 
ty group 

minority leader noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : the leader of the 
political party that has fewer members than the leading par¬ 
ty in the U.S. Senate or House of Representatives ■ the 
House/Senate minority leader — compare majority lead¬ 
er 

minor league noun, pi ~ leagues [count] : a professional 
baseball league that is not one of the major leagues — usual¬ 
ly plural ■ He spent many years in the minor leagues before 
being called up to the major leagues.; also : a league of lesser 
importance in another sport (such as hockey or football) 

— compare major leagues 

— minor—league adj ■ minor-league baseball — sometimes 
used figuratively ■ These problems are minor-league. 
[=these problems are not serious] — minor lea-guer 
noun, pi ~ -guers [count] ■ He was a minor leaguer before 
he was drafted into the majors. — sometimes used figura¬ 
tively ■ The police decided he was a minor leaguer in the 
drug trafficking world. 

min-Strel /'minstrel/ noun, pi -strels [count] 

1 : a musical entertainer in the Middle Ages ■ a wandering 
minstrel 

2 US : a member of a group of entertainers who performed 
black American songs and jokes usually with blackened fac¬ 
es ■ a minstrel show Minstrel shows were popular in the 
19th and early 20th centuries. 

1 mint /'mint/ noun, pi mints 

1 [noncount] : an herb that has a strong pleasant smell and 
taste and that is used in medicine and food — see color pic¬ 
ture on page C6 

2 [count] : a piece of candy that tastes like mint 

— compare 2 mint 

— minty /'minti/ adj mint-i-er; -est ■ a minty flavor 
2 mint noun, pi mints 

1 [count] : a place where coins are made — usually used 
with the ■ coins shipped directly from the mint 

2 [singular] informal : a large amount of money ■ He made a 
mint [=he earned a large sum of money] in real estate. ■ Her 
family is worth a mint. [=is very wealthy] 

in mint condition If something is in mint condition , it is in 
perfect condition, just as if it were new. ■ He kept the car in 
mint condition. 

— compare ‘mint 

3 mint verb mints; mint-ed; minting [+ obj] : to make 
(coins) out of metal ■ coins that were minted before 1965 ■ 
We mint coins out of copper. 
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min-U-et /,minis 1 wet/ noun, pi -ets [count] 

1 : a slow, graceful dance that was popular in the 17th and 
18th centuries ■ danced a minuet 

2 : the music for a minuet • The orchestra played a minuet. 

1 mi-nus /'manias/ prep 

1 — used to indicate that one number or amount is being 
subtracted from another ■ 10 minus 5 equals/is 5. ■ We 
earned 600 dollars minus travel expenses. [=the amount we 
earned was less than 600 dollars because we had to pay for 
travel expenses] 

2 informal : not having (something): without ■ He left the 
restaurant minus his hat. ■ a fruit that looks like a peach, mi¬ 
nus the fuzz ■ The lower 48 states are all the United States 
minus Alaska and Hawaii. [=not counting or including Alas¬ 
ka and Hawaii] 

plus or minus see 3 plus 
2 minus noun, pi -nus-es [count] 

1 informal : a problem or disadvantage ■ She decided that 
the pluses of owning a home outweighed the minuses. ■ Some 
employers see a lack of experience as a real minus. 

2 mathematics : minus sign ■ Put the minus to the left of 
the number. 

3 minus adj 

1 always used befoie a noun : having a value that is below 
zero : negative ■ a minus quantity ■ minus 3 ■ The tempera¬ 
ture was minus 10. [=10 degrees below zero] — opposite 
'plus 1 

2 — used following a grade (such as A, B, or C) to show that 
the work is slightly worse than the letter by itself would indi¬ 
cate ■ I got a B minus on my English exam. ■ The teacher said 
I could bring the C minus up to a C if I studied more. 

— opposite ‘plus 2 

on the minus side — used to describe the less appealing or 
attractive part of something ■ On the minus side , the job 
doesn’t pay well, but on the plus side, the work is easy. 
mi*nuS*CUle AnindiSkjuil/ adj ' very small • a minuscule 
[=tiny] house/apartment/garden 
minus sign noun, pi ~ signs [count] mathematics : the 
symbol - used to show that a number is being subtracted 
from another number or that a quantity is less than zero 

— compare plus sign 
1 min»Ute /'mmat/ noun, pi -utes 

1 [count] a : a unit of time equal to 60 seconds : one 60th of 
an hour ■ Bake the cake for 25-30 minutes. ■ We waited for 
several minutes, but no one came to the door. ■ He can run a 
six-minute mile. [=he can run a mile in six minutes] b : a 
brief period of time : moment ■ I saw him a minute ago. • 
Dinner will be ready in just a few minutes. ■ One minute it 
was sunny, the next it was pouring rain. • Could I have a 
minute of your time? = Do you have a minute ? = Could I 
speak to you for a minute ? [=could I speak to you briefly?] ■ 
I’m coming, just give me a minute. [=wait for me] ■ It was an 
excellent show. I enjoyed every minute of it. [=1 enjoyed all 
of it] • I'll explain that in a minute. [=shortly, soon] — see 
also last minute 

2 [count]: the distance that can be traveled in a minute ■ My 
house is just a few minutes from here. 

3 minutes [plural] : an official record of what was said and 
done in a meeting ■ The secretary read the minutes of the last 
meeting. ■ The secretary took the minutes [=recorded in writ¬ 
ing what happened] during the meeting. 

4 [count] technical : one of 60 equal parts into which a de¬ 
gree can be divided for measuring angles ■ 42 degrees and 30 
minutes 

a laugh a minute see 2 laugh 

any minute & If something could happen (at) any minute 
(now), it could happen very soon. ■ The bus should be here 
any minute now. ■ I’m expecting a phone call any minute. • 
Things could change at any minute. [=at any moment] 
at/on a minute’s notice see 'notice 
from minute to minute or from one minute to the next or 
minute by minute : very quickly as time passes ■ Things 
kept changing from minute to minute, [-from moment to 
moment] 

hold/hang on a minute or wait/just a minute informal 1 
— used to tell someone to wait or to stop for a brief time ■ 
“Aren’t you finished yet?” “ Hold on a minute. I’m almost 
done.” ■ Hang on a minute —I didn’t hear you. Could you 
repeat what you said? 2 — used to express surprise or 
disbelief ■ Hey, wait a minute 1 . That’s not what you said yes¬ 
terday! 

just this minute see 2 just 


not for a/one minute : at no time : not at all: never • I did 
not believe her for one minute. = Not for one minute did I 
believe her. [=1 never believed her] 
the minute : as soon as ■ Please call me the minute you get 
home. • I knew the minute (that) I saw it that I had to have 
this dress. 

this minute : right now : immediately ■ Stop it this 
minute ! ■ I have to have the report this minute, 
to the minute : exactly or precisely • The buses were on 
time to the minute. — see also up-to-the-minute 
within minutes : within a very short amount of time ■ We 
called an ambulance and it arrived within minutes. 
2 mi-nute /mai'nu:t, Brit mai'njuit/ adj mi-nut-er; -est [or 
more most ~] 

1 : very small: tiny ■ There were minute particles of dust in 
the air. ■ The test detected minute amounts of contamina¬ 
tion. ■ The equipment is able to detect the minutest errors. 

2 : very complete and precise ■ She told him what happened 
in minute detail. • a minute examination of the evidence 

— mi-nute-ly adv • a minutely detailed drawing ■ studied the 
evidence minutely 

minute hand noun, pi ~ hands [count] : the long hand 
that marks the minutes on a watch or clock — compare 
HOUR HAND, SECOND HAND 

min-ute*man Amnd^msen/ noun, pi -men /-,men/ [count] 
: a member of a group of men who fought on the side of the 
American colonies and who were ready to go quickly into 
battle during the American Revolution 
mi*nu*ti»ae /m3'nu:Ji,i:, Brit ma'njuji.i:/ noun [plural] 
: small or minor details • the minutiae of daily life ■ He was 
bewildered by the contract’s minutiae. 
minx /'miijks/ noun, pi minx-es [count] old-fashioned : a 
sexually attractive and playful woman who often causes 
trouble ■ a clever little minx 
mir»a«Cle /'minkal/ noun, pi -a-cles [count] 

1 : an unusual or wonderful event, that is believed to be 
caused by the power of God ■ a divine miracle * She believed 
that God had given her the power to work/perform miracles. 
■ a miracle worker [=a person who is able to work/perform 
miracles] 

2 : a very amazing or unusual event, thing, or achievement ■ 
It would take a miracle for this team to win. ■ The bridge is a 
miracle of engineering. = The bridge is an engineering mira¬ 
cle. ■ the miracle of birth ■ It’s a (minor) miracle that he suc¬ 
ceeded. ■ the miracle of his recovery ■ She worked miracles 
with those kids. [=she accomplished wonderful things with 
those kids] ■ a miracle drug/cure [=a drug/cure that is ex¬ 
tremely or amazingly effective] ■ These days, thanks to the 
miracle of television, we can watch events happening on the 
other side of the world. ■ By some miracle, I was on time for 
work every day this week. [=it is surprising/amazing that I 
was on time for work every day this week] 

mi*raC*U*loUS /ma'raekjatas/ adj [more most ~] : very 
wonderful or amazing like a miracle ■ He made a miraculous 
recovery after the accident. ■ Her memory is nothing short of 
miraculous. 

— mi-rac-u-lous-ly adv • Miraculously, no one was hurt, 
mi-rage /ma'ra^, Brit *mjra: 3 / noun, pi -rag-es [count] 

1 : something (such as a pool of water in the middle of a 
desert) that is seen and appears to be real but that is not ac¬ 
tually there 

2 : something that you hope for or want but that is not pos¬ 
sible or real ■ A peaceful solution proved to be a mirage. 

Mi*ran*da /ma'rsendg/ adj, always used before a noun, US, 
law : of or relating to the legal rights of an arrested person to 
have an attorney and to refuse to answer questions ■ Miranda 
rights • The suspect was given a Miranda warning. [=was told 
about his Miranda rights] 

mire /'majay noun : thick and deep mud [noncount] The 
troops marched onward through the muck and the mire. — 
often used figuratively ■ stuck in the mire of cynicism ■ The 
economy is sinking deeper into the mire. [=the economy is 
bad and getting worse] ■ His name/reputation has been 
dragged through the mire. [=has been unfairly damaged or 
ruined] [singular] They found themselves in a mire of debt. 
[=they could not get out of debt] 
mired /'maja'd/ adj, not used before a noun 

1 : stuck in a very difficult situation ■ She was mired in work 
all weekend. ■ He has been mired in controversy throughout 
his term in office. ■ The company is mired in legal troubles. 

2 : stuck in deep mud • The car was mired in the muck. 

1 mir»ror /'mira/ noun, pi -rors [count] 
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1 : a piece of glass that reflects images • She saw her reflec¬ 
tion in the mirror. = She looked at herself in the mirror. ■ a 
bathroom mirror — see pictures at BATHROOM, car; see 
also REARVIEW MIRROR 

2 : something that shows what another thing is like in a very 
clear and accurate way — usually singular ■ Her art is a mir¬ 
ror of modem American culture. 

— see also smoke and mirrors 

— mir-rored /'mir&d/ adj ■ a mirrored wall [=a wall that has 
a mirror or mirrors on it] • mirrored glass 

2 mirror verb -rors; -rored; -ror-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to be very similar to (something) ■ Her mood mitrored the 
gloomy weather. [=her mood was gloomy like the weather] 
: to show (something) in a very clear and accurate way ■ Her 
art mirrors [= reflects ] modem American culture. 

2 : to show the image of (something) on a surface : reflect 
■ The building was mirrored in the lake. 

mirror image noun, pi ~ -ages [count] 

1 : something that looks like something else but with its left 
and right sides reversed ■ The left hand and the right hand 
are mirror images (of each other). = The left hand is the/a 
mirror image of the right hand. ■ The left side of the building 
is a mirror image of the right. 

2 : someone who looks like someone else ■ He’s the mirror 
image [=(more commonly) spitting image] of his father. [=he 
looks just like his father] 

mirth /'m?0/ noun [noncount] formal + literary : happiness 
and laughter ■ Her clumsy attempt to cut the cake was the 
cause of much mirth. 

— mirth-ful /'m&Gfal/ ad) [more most ~] ■ He was in a 
mirthful mood. 

mirth-leSS /'manias/ adj [more most —] formal + literary 
: showing or feeling no happiness or pleasure • a mirthless 
smile/laugh 
mis- /mis/ prefix 

1 : badly : wrongly ■ misjudge ■ misfile ■ misbehave 

2 : bad : wrong ■ misunderstanding ■ misdeed ■ misdiagnosis 

3 : opposite or lack of ■ mistrust 
mis-ad-ven-ture Amisad'ventfa/ noun, pi -tures [count] 

: an unlucky event or occurrence : a bad experience or acci¬ 
dent that is usually minor ■ His vacation turned into a series 
of misadventures. 

death by misadventure Brit, law : death caused by an acci¬ 
dent ■ a verdict of death by misadventure 
mis-an*thrope /'misp,Group/ noun, pi -thropes [count] 
formal : a person who does not like other people 
mis-an-thro-py /mis'senGrapi/ noun [noncount] formal 
: dislike or hatred of other people —compare philan¬ 
thropy 

— mis-an-throp-ic /,misp'0ra:pik/ adj [more most ~] ■ 
She became increasingly misanthropic in her old age. 

mis-ap-ply Amisa'plai/ verb -plies; -plied; -ply-ing [+ obj] 
: to use (something) incorrectly or in a way that was not in¬ 
tended ■ a list of words that are often misapplied • He has 
been accused of misapplying public funds. 

— mis-ap-pli-ca-tion /miSigepla'keiJan/ noun, pi -tions 
[count, noncount] • misapplication of public funds 

mis-ap-pre-hen-sion /miSiSepra^enJan/ noun, pi 
-sioris formal : an incorrect understanding of something : a 
wrong idea about something [count] He acted on/under the 
misapprehension that they would change their minds. [=he 
mistakenly thought that they would change their minds] 
[noncount] an error caused by misapprehension of the facts 
labor under a misapprehension see 2 labor 
mis-ap-pro-pri-ate Amisa'proupr^eit/ vetb -ates; -at-ed; 
-at-ing [+ obj] formal : to take (something, such as money) 
dishonestly for your own use : to appropriate (something) 
wrongly ■ They accused him of misappropriating town funds. 

— mis-ap-pro-pri-a-tion Amisa^roupri'eijan/ noun [non¬ 
count] ■ She was fired for the misappropriation of funds. 

miS'be*got*ten Amisba'gaitp/ ad) [more most ~]formal 
: badly planned or thought out • He was sent on a misbegot¬ 
ten [= misconceived] diplomatic mission that was sure to fail, 
mis-be-have /,misbi'heiv/ verb -haves; -haved; -hav¬ 
ing [no obj] : to behave badly ■ The children misbehaved 
during dinner. 

— mis-be-hav-ior ( US) or Brit mis-be-hav-iour 

/.misbi'heivja-/ noun [noncount] • The children were pun¬ 
ished for their misbehavior. 
mi SC. abbr miscellaneous 

mis-cal-cu-late /mis'kjelkja^eit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; 
-lat-ing 


1 : to make an error about the size or amount of something 
[+ obj] The waiter miscalculated our check, [no obj] Unless I 
miscalculated , we have about $500 left. 

2 : to make an error in judging a situation [+ obj] She has 
clearly miscalculated the importance of her decision, [no 
obj] He realized that he had miscalculated in thinking that 
his proposal would be welcome. 

— mis-cal-cu-la-tion /mis.kzelkja'leijan/ noun, pi -tions 
[count] The waiter made a slight miscalculation, [non¬ 
count] The discrepancy could be caused by mistake or mis¬ 
calculation. 

mis-car-riage /mis'kencfe/ noun, pi -riag-es 

1 medical : a condition in which a pregnancy ends too early 
and does not result in the birth of a live baby [count] She 
had a miscarriage. ■ a woman who has suffered/had multiple 
miscarriages [noncount] a high risk of miscarriage 

2 [count] law : an unjust legal decision — used in the phrase 
miscarriage of justice ■ His conviction was a tragic/grave/ 
gross miscarriage of justice. 

mis-car-ry Amis'keri/ verb -ries; -ried; -ry-ing [no obj] 

1 medical : to have a miscarriage : to experience the early 
and unexpected end of a pregnancy • She miscarried at 13 
weeks. = She miscarried when she was 13 weeks pregnant. 

2 formal : to go wrong : to fail to achieve the intended pur¬ 
pose ■ The plan miscarried. 

mis-cast Amis'taest, Brit ,mis'ka;st/ verb -casts; -cast; 
-cast-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to give (an actor) a role for which the actor is not suited 

— usually used as (be) miscast • He was miscast in that film. 

2 : to make bad choices in selecting actors for (something, 
such as a play or movie) — usually used as (be) miscast ■ The 
play was miscast. 

mis-ce-ge-na-tion /mijsecfca'neijan/ noun [noncount] for¬ 
mal : sexual relations or marriage between people of two dif¬ 
ferent races (such as a white person and a black person) 
miS-CeMa-neOUS /.misa'lemijas/ adj, always used before a 
noun [more most ~] : including many things of different 
kinds • a miscellaneous collection of tools ■ miscellaneous ex¬ 
penses/items 

mis-cel-la-ny /'misa^emi, Brit mi'selani/ noun, pi -flies 
[count] : a mixture or collection of different things ■ a miscel¬ 
lany of old toys 

mis*chance Amis'tfsens, Brit ^is'tfams/ noun, pi -chanc¬ 
es formal 

1 [noncount] : bad luck ■ two enemies brought together by 
mischance 

2 [count] : something caused by bad luck : misfortune ■ a 
series of mischances 

ITliS*Chief /'mistfaf/ noun [noncount] 

1 : behavior or activity that is annoying but that is not 
meant to cause serious harm or damage ■ Those children are 
always up to some mischief . - Those children are always get¬ 
ting into mischief . ■ engaging in mischief ■ It’s hard to keep 
him out of mischief. 

2 : a playful desire to cause trouble ■ There was (a hint of) 
mischief in his eyes/smile. 

3 somewhat formal : harmful behavior ■ criminal/malicious 
mischief 

mis-chie-vous /'mistfavas/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : causing or tending to cause annoyance or minor harm or 
damage ■ a mischievous puppy/child 

2 : showing a playful desire to cause trouble ■ mischievous 
behavior ■ a mischievous smile 

3 : intended to harm someone or someone’s reputation ■ 
mischievous gossip ■ a mischievous lie 

— mis-chie-vous-iy adv • She smiled mischievously. — mis- 
chie-vous-ness noun [noncount] 

mis-con-ceived /,miskan'si:vd/ adj [more most ~] 
: poorly planned or thought out : badly conceived ■ a mis¬ 
conceived notion • a misconceived attempt to fix the system 
ITliS-COn-Cep-tion /.miskan'sepjan/ noun, pi -tions 
[count] : a wrong or mistaken idea ■ a common/popular mis¬ 
conception ■ I’d like to clear up a few misconceptions about 
the schedule. 

labor under a misconception see 2 labor 
miS-COn-dllCt /mis'kaindakt/ noun [noncount] : wrong be¬ 
havior : behavior or activity that is illegal or morally wrong ■ 
He was forced to defend himself against charges of sexual 
misconduct. ■ There have been reports of misconduct by sev¬ 
eral employees. 

miS*COn*Strue /.miskan'stru:/ verb -strues; -strued; 
-stru-ing [+ obj] formal : to understand (something) incor- 
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rectly "My words were misconstrued. ■ They could miscon¬ 
strue our intentions. — compare construe 
mis-count /mis'kaunt/ verb -counts; -counted; -count¬ 
ing : to count (something) incorrectly [+ obj] They believe 
the votes were miscounted, [no obj] He had to start counting 
again when he realized that he had miscounted. 
mis-cre-ant /'miskrijant/ noun, pi -ants [count] formal : a 
person who does something that is illegal or morally wrong ■ 
He supports tough penalties against corporate miscreants. 
miS'deed /,mis'di:d/ noun, pi -deeds [count] formal : a 
morally wrong or illegal act ■ She threatened to expose to the 
public the misdeeds he had committed, 
mis-de-mean-or {US) or Brit mis-de-mean-our 
/iimsdi'miine/ noun, pi -ors [count] law : a crime that is not 
very serious : a crime that is less serious than a felony ■ He 
was charged with (committing) a misdemeanor. 
mis-di-ag-nose /mis'dajig,nous/ verb -nos*es; -nosed; 
-nos*ing [+ obj] : to form an incorrect opinion about the 
cause of (a disease or problem) : to incorrectly diagnose (a 
disease or problem) • Her condition was misdiagnosed by 
several doctors. 

mis-di-ag-no-sis /mis^ajig'nousas/ noun, pi -no-ses 

/miS|dajig'noU|Sr.z/ : an incorrect conclusion about the 
cause of a disease or problem : an incorrect diagnosis 
[count] The doctor made a misdiagnosis. ■ Following several 
misdiagnoses , we finally discovered what the problem really 
was. [noncount] Without proper testing, the potential for 
misdiagnosis is high. 

mis-di-rect /.misda'rekt/ verb -rects; -rect«ed; -rect-ing 

[+ obj] 

1 : to use or direct (something) in a way that is not correct 
or appropriate ■ I feel that his criticism of the government is 
misdirected. [=that his criticism is not deserved or appropri¬ 
ate] ■ badly misdirected energy/efforts 

2 a : to send (someone or something) to the wrong place ■ 
Their mail was misdirected to our address, b : to give 
(someone) incorrect information ■ If he tells you he’s not in¬ 
terested, he’s trying to misdirect you. 

— mis-di-rec-tion /.misda'rekjan/ noun [noncount] 
mi'Ser /'maiza 1 / noun, pi -sers [count] disapproving : a per¬ 
son who hates to spend money : a very stingy person ■ a 
mean-spirited old miser 

mis-er-a-ble /'mizarabal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 a : very unhappy ■ He had a miserable childhood. ■ My 
boss is making my life thoroughly/utterly miserable with her 
constant demands and criticism. ■ He felt lonely and misera¬ 
ble after his divorce, b : very sick or unwell ■ She drank too 
much and felt miserable [-wretched, rotten] the next day. 

2 : very severe or unpleasant ■ I’ve had a miserable cold for 
the past week. ■ We’ve been having miserable weather. = The 
weather has been miserable. 

3 : very poor in condition or quality ■ He lived in a miserable 
little shack. ■ miserable [-wretched] living conditions 

4 always used before a noun : very bad -He did a miserable 
job making the sign. [=he made the sign very poorly] ■ The 
business was a miserable failure. ■ Their trip turned out to be 
a miserable experience. ■ She has a miserable temper. ■ the 
miserable state of the economy 

5 always used before a noun : deserving to be hated ■ Their 
boss is a rotten, miserable tyrant. 

— mis-er-a-bly /'mizarabli/ adv ■ The business failed miser¬ 
ably. • miserably poor/unhappy 

mi-ser-ly /'maiza'ii/ adj [more most ~] disapproving 

1 : hating to spend money ■ The team’s miserly [=stingy, tight- 
fisted] owner refused to pay for new equipment. 

2 : veiy small or too small in amount ■ He was given a miser¬ 
ly raise. ■ miserly wages 

— ml*ser-li«ness noun [noncount] ■ the miserliness of the 
team’s owner 

mis-ery /'mizari/ noun, pi -er-ies 

1 [noncount] : extreme suffering or unhappiness ■ The war 
brought misery to thousands of refugees. ■ They were living 
in overcrowded slums in conditions of jp-eat misery. ■ a 
source of human misery ■ the joy and misery of life 

2 a [count] : something that causes extreme suffering or un¬ 
happiness — usually plural ■ He tends to exaggerate the mis¬ 
eries of his childhood. ■ the joys and miseries of life b [singu¬ 
lar] : a very unhappy or painful time or experience ■ The last 
years of her life were a misery. ■ My former boss made my 
life a misery. [=my former boss made my life miserable] -> 
When an injured or sick animal is put out of its misery, it is 
killed so that it no longer has to suffer. This phrase is some¬ 


times used to refer to people as well. ■ patients who are in 
constant pain and want to be put out of their misery ■ ( humor¬ 
ous ) I know you’re all anxious to hear the results, so let me 
put you out of your misery. (=let me end your suffering by 
telling you the results] ■ The champion finally put him out of 
his misery by knocking him out in the Fifth round. [=the 
champion was beating him badly and finally ended the fight 
by knocking him out] 

3 [singular] Brit, informal : an unhappy person who com¬ 
plains often or constantly : misery guts • Stop being such a 
misery. 

misery guts noun [singular] Brit, informal : an unhappy 
person who complains often or constantly ■ Lighten up: 
don’t be such an old misery gutsl [=sourpuss] 
mis-file /'mis,fajal/ verb -files; -filed; -fiMng [+ obj] : to 
put (a document) in the wrong place : to file (something) in 
the wrong place ■ I found papers that had been misfiled. 
mis-fire Amis'faja/ verb -fires; -fired; -firming [no obj] 

1 of an engine : to fail to work properly because the fuel 
mixture burns at the wrong time 

2 of a gun : to fail to fire properly : to fail to shoot a bullet 

3 : to fail to have an intended effect: to fail to work proper¬ 
ly ■ The plan/joke misfired. [=the plan/joke did not have the 
effect it was meant to have] 

— misfire noun, pi -fires [count] ■ an engine misfire ■ The 
joke was an unfortunate misfire. 

mis-fit /'misfit/ noun, pi -fits [count] : a person who is dif¬ 
ferent from other people and who does not seem to belong in 
a particular group or situation ■ a social misfit 
mis-for-tune Amis'fo^fan/ noun, pi -tunes 

1 [noncount] : bad luck ■ a victim of economic misfortune • 
She endured her misfortune without complaint. ■ It was my 
misfortune to be chosen first. ■ It was the worst movie I’ve 
ever had the misfortune to see. = ( chiefly US) It was the worst 
movie I’ve ever had the misfortune of seeing. 

2 [count] : an unlucky condition or event • Her injury was a 
great misfortune. ■ He blamed the party’s misfortunes on poor 
leadership. 

miS'giV'ing /,mis'givii}/ noun, pi -ings : a feeling of doubt 
about something : a feeling that something might not be 
right or might not work as planned — often + about [count] 

— usually plural ■ Many people have expressed (deep/seri¬ 
ous/grave) misgivings about her qualifications for the job. ■ I 
felt some misgivings about his ability to do the job. [non¬ 
count] I felt some misgiving about his ability to do the job. ■ 
They regarded the plan with misgiving. 

mis*gilid«ed Amis'gaidad/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : having wrong or improper goals or values ■ She’s been 
getting a lot of bad advice from misguided friends. 

2 : resulting from wrong or improper goals or values ■ He 
blames the crisis on the government’s misguided economic 
policies. ■ a misguided attempt/effort to help ■ misguided 
ideas/notions 

— mls*guid*ed*ly adv - misguidedty attempting to help 

mis-han-dle /,mis'h£endl/ verb -han*dles; -han*dled; 
-han-dling [+ obj] 

1 : to deal with or manage (something) badly or incorrectly ■ 
The police mishandled the investigation. 

2 : to touch or treat (something) in a way that causes dam¬ 
age ■ mishandle a package ■ Apples are easily bruised when 
they are mishandled. 

3 sports : to fail to catch or hold (a ball) properly ■ The short¬ 
stop mishandled the throw. • The quarterback fumbled when 
he mishandled the snap. 

— mis*han*dlfhg noun [noncount] ■ The police have been 
criticized for their mishandling of the investigation. 

miS'hap /'mis,h£ep/ noun, pi -haps 

1 : a small mistake or amount of bad luck [count] We expe¬ 
rienced the usual mishaps of a family vacation, [noncount] 
The ceremony proceeded without mishap. 

2 [count] : an unlucky accident or mistake ■ The fire was a 
tragic mishap that could have been prevented. 

mis-hear Amis'hia 1 / verb -hears; -heard /^had/; -hear¬ 
ing [+ obj ]: to hear (a person who is speaking) incorrectly ■ 
You misheard me. I said I was feeling anxious, not angry.: to 
hear (something that is said) incorrectly ■ I must have mis¬ 
heard the instructions. ■ I misheard “mother” as “mutter.” 
mis-hit /,mis'lut/ verb -hits; -hit; -hit-ting [+obj]sports : to 
hit (something, such as a ball) incorrectly ■ She made a bogey 
after mishitting her tee shot. 

— mishit noun, pi -hits [count] 

mish-mash /'miX,m£e// noun [singular] informal *. a con- 
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fused mixture of things — usually + of ■ The collection is a 
mishmash [= hodgepodge, jumble ] of different styles. 
mis*in*form /(misin'foain/ verb -forms; -formed; -form¬ 
ing [+ obj] : to give (someone) false or incorrect information 
■ The company is accused of misinforming its shareholders 
about last year’s profits. ■ I felt I had been misinformed about 
the risks involved. — see also misinformed 
miS«in»for*ma»tion /mis,inf3>'meij'3n/ noun [ noncount] 
: information that is not completely true or accurate ■ a 
company accused of providing misinformation to its share¬ 
holders — compare disinformation 
misinformed adj [more most ~] 

1 : not having accurate or completely accurate information 
about something ■ The public is badly/sadly misinformed 
about the possible effects of the proposed law. ■ questions 
from a misinformed reporter 

2 : based on information that is not accurate or not com¬ 
pletely accurate ■ misinformed beliefs/choices 

mis*in*ter*pret /.misn'tjyprat/ verb -prets: -pret-ed, 
-pretdng [+ obj\ : to understand or explain (something) in¬ 
correctly : to interpret (something) incorrectly ■ He claims 
that his statements have been misinterpreted by the media. ■ 
Her silence should not be misinterpreted as consent. 

— mis*in*ter*pre*ta*tion /,misii,tepr3'tei/3n/ noun, pi 
-tions [count, noncount ] ■ The rules should be written so 
that they are not subject to misinterpretation. [=so that 
they cannot be misunderstood] 

mis-judge /.mis'cfeAcfe/ verb -judg-es; -judged; -judg¬ 
ing [+ obj] : to judge (someone or something) incorrectly or 
unfairly: such as a : to have an unfair opinion about (some¬ 
one) ■ I can see that I’ve completely misjudged you. I apolo¬ 
gize. b : to estimate (something, such as an amount, dis¬ 
tance, etc.) incorrectly ■ The outfielder misjudged the fly ball 
and it went over his head. ■ The pilot misjudged the landing. 

— mis-judg-ment also chiefly Brit mis-judge-ment 
/,mis'{feAcfem3nt/ noun, pi -ments [count, noncount] ■ tac¬ 
tical misjudgments 

misday /,mis'lei/ verb -lays; -laid /,mis'leid/; -lay-ing [+ 
obj] : to lose (something) for a short time by forgetting 
where you put it ■ I mislaid [= misplaced] my car keys, 
mislead /,mis'li:d/ verb -leads; -led /,nus'led/; -leading 
: to cause (someone) to believe something that is not true [+ 
obj] We believe that her comments were deliberately meant 
to mislead the public. ■ Don’t be misled [-fooled] by his 
friendly appearance—he’s really a ruthless competitor. ■ The 
early results misled us into thinking we would win the elec¬ 
tion easily, [no obj] We believe that her comments were de¬ 
liberately meant to mislead. 

— mis»lead-ing acjj [more most ~] ■ The early results 
were very misleading, [-deceptive] • deliberately misleading 
comments — mis*lead*ing*ly /^is'liidujli/ adv • a mis¬ 
leadingly labeled product 

mis*man*age /,mis'm£eni(fc/ verb -ag*es; -aged; -ag*ing 

[+ obj] : to manage or control (something) badly ■ misman¬ 
age a company 

— mis-man-age-ment /,mis'm£enickm3nt/ noun [non¬ 
count] ■ These problems are due to mismanagement. 

1 mis»match /'mis,m£etf/ verb -match*es; -matched; 
-matching [+ obj] : to put (people or things that are not 
suited to each other) together : to match (people or things) 
badly ■ a designer who intentionally mismatches colors 

— mis-matched adj ■ wearing mismatched clothes ■ They 
were married for three years, but they were badly mis¬ 
matched. [=they were not suited to each other] 

2 mismatch noun, pi -matches [count] : a bad match: such 
as a : a situation in which two people or things that are not 
suited to each other are together ■ a marital mismatch b : a 
situation in which two people or things are not balanced or 
equal to each other in some way ■ a mismatch between sup¬ 
ply and demand; especially : a game or contest in which one 
person, team, etc., is much better or stronger than the other ■ 
The election turned out to be a mismatch. 
mis*name /.mis'neim/ verb -names; -named; -namdng 
[+ obj] 

1 : to give (someone or something) a name that is not proper 
or appropriate ■ They misnamed the airport when they called 
it “international.” Almost all the arriving and departing 
flights are local. 

2 : to give or show an incorrect name for (someone or some¬ 
thing) ■ The caption misnamed the person in the picture. 

miS*no*mer /,mis'noum3>/ noun, pi -mers [count]: a name 
that is wrong or not proper or appropriate ■ “International 


Airport" is something of a misnomer, since almost all the ar¬ 
riving and departing flights are local. 
mi«SOg«y»niSt /ma'saicfeanist/ noun, pi -nists [count] : a 
man who hates women — often used before another noun ■ 
a misogynist joke ■ their misogynist boss 

— mi*sog-y-ny /ma'saxfeani/ noun [noncount] ■ lyrics that 
promote violence and misogyny 

mis*place /.mis'pleis/ verb -plaoes; -placed; -placing 

[+ obj] 

1 : to put (something) in the wrong place ■ misplace a com¬ 
ma 

2 : to lose (something) for a short time by forgetting where 
you put it: mislay ■ He misplaced his keys. 

3 : to direct (a feeling, such as trust or confidence) toward 
someone or something that does not deserve it ■ She realized 
that her trust had been misplaced. [=she had trusted some¬ 
one who did not deserve to be trusted] 

— misplaced adj ■ misplaced [= unrealistic, inappropriate] 
expectations • His confidence in himself seems misplaced. ■ 
misplaced loyalty/faith - mis«place-ment /.mis'pleis- 
mant/ noun [noncount] • the misplacement of trust 

mis*play /'mis,plei/ noun, pi -plays [count] : a mistake 
made by a person who is playing a sport (such as baseball or 
tennis) ■ a misplay [-error] by the shortstop 

— mis-play /.mis'plei/ verb -plays; -played; -playdng [+ 
obj ■ The shortstop misplayed the grounder. [=failed to 
catch it, stop it, etc.] 

mis*print /'mis,print/ noun, pi -prints [count] : a mistake 
(such as a spelling error) in something printed ■ a book with 
many misprints 

miS*pro*nounce /.mispra'nauns/ verb -nounc-es; 
-nounced; -nounc-ing [+ obj] : to pronounce (a word or 
name) incorrectly ■ His name is often mispronounced. 

— mis-pro-nun*cl*a-tion /,mispr3,nA.nsi'eij3n/ noun, pi 
-tions [count, noncount] 

mis-quote /.mis'kwout/ verb -quotes; -quot*ed; -quot¬ 
ing [+ obj]: to report or repeat (something that someone has 
said or written) in a way that is not correct or accurate : to 
quote (someone) incorrectly • misquote Shakespeare ■ The 
mayor says that she was misquoted by the press. 

— mis*quo«ta«tion Amiskwou'teijan/ noun, pi -tions 
[count, noncount] ■ an article containing many misquota¬ 
tions — misquote noun, pi -quotes [count] • an article 
containing many misquotes 

mis-read /.mis'ri.d/ verb -reads; -read /-'red/; -read-ing 
[+ obj] 

1 : to read (something) incorrectly ■ I guess I misread the in¬ 
structions. 

2 : to understand (something) incorrectly ■ They have mis¬ 
read the lessons of the past. ■ Politicians may have misread 
the mood of the public. • I badly misread the situation. 

— mis-read-lng noun, pi -ings [count] — usually singular ■ 
a potentially dangerous misreading of the public mood 

mis*rep*re*sent /^is^cpn'zent/ verb -sents; -sent«ed; 
-sent-ing [+ obj] : to describe (someone or something) in a 
false way especially in order to deceive someone : to give 
someone a false idea about (something or someone) ■ The 
company is accused of misrepresenting its earnings. ■ He mis¬ 
represented himself as a writer. [=he claimed to be a writer 
but he wasn’t one] ■ The movie deliberately misrepresents the 
facts/truth about her life. 

— mis-rep-re-sen*ta-tion ^mis^epr^zen'teijan/ noun, pi 
-tions [count, noncount] ■ deliberate misrepresentations of 
the truth 

mis*rule /,mis'ru:l/ noun [noncount] : bad government ■ The 
people of that country have endured many years of misrule. 
1 miss /'mis/ verb miss-es; missed; mlssdng 

1 : to fail to hit, catch, reach, or get (something) [+ obj] miss 
a target ■ He swung and missed the ball completely. ■ The 
shot missed the goal by inches. ■ miss a putt ■ They (just/ 
barely) missed the deadline. ■ The team missed the play-offs 
last year. [=the team failed to qualify for the play-offs] [no 
obj] The batter swung and missed. • She took three shots and 
missed every time. • The shot missed badly. 

2 [+ obj] a : to fail to use (something, such as an opportuni¬ 
ty) ■ I would hate to miss this opportunity. ■ She could have 
joined us, but she missed her chance. ■ This opportunity is 
too good to miss. [=so good that no one would want to fail to 
use it] b : to fail to do, take, make, or have (something) ■ 
The driver was so distracted that he missed the turn. [=he 
failed to turn when he should have] ■ They missed a payment 
on their car loan. ■ miss a tackle ■ She missed her medication. 
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■ He was in such a hurry that he missed breakfast. 

3 [+ obj]: to be without (something) : to lack (something) — 
used in the phrase be missing ■ He was missing one of his 
front teeth. [=he did not have one of his front teeth; one of 
his front teeth was missing] ■ The old house is missing some 
of its windows. — see also missing 

4 [+ obj) a : to fail to be present for (something) ■ She 
missed three days of school when she was sick. ■ miss a class ■ 
He hasn’t missed a day’s work in years. ■ This is an event you 
won’t want to miss. = This is an event that is not to be 
missed. [=that you should experience] ■ “Are you going to 
their wedding?” “Yes, I wouldn’t miss It for the world." [=1 
would not consider not going; I will definitely go] b : to ar¬ 
rive too late for (something or someone) • He missed his 
train. ■ I missed the flight/connection by only a few minutes. 

■ She was delayed in traffic and missed her appointment. ■ 
You just missed him—he left five minutes ago. 

5 [+ obj ]: to notice or feel the absence of (someone or some¬ 
thing) ■ I’m so glad you’re back. I’ve missed you. ■ She left 
quietly, and it was a while before she was missed. [=before 
anyone noticed that she had left] ■ We miss our old friends. 
[=we feel sad because we are not near our old friends] ■ I miss 
being home at Christmas. 1=1 am sad not to be home at 
Christmas] • You'll be (sorely/much) missed when you retire. 

■ He misses his wife terribly. ■ I miss the old neighborhood. ■ I 
didn’t miss my bag [=1 didn’t notice that my bag was missing] 
until I got to the car. 

6 [+ obj] a : to fail to understand (something) ■ You missed 
the main point of the story. ■ You’re missing my point. ■ Am I 
missing something? ■ She doesn’t miss a thing. [=she under¬ 
stands everything that is being said, that is happening, etc.] 
b : to fail to hear or learn about (something) ■ Here’s the lat¬ 
est news, in case you missed it. ■ I’m sorry, but I missed the 
first part of what you said, c : to fail to see or notice (some¬ 
thing or someone) ■ It’s a big white building on the comer— 
you can’t miss It. [=it is impossible not to see/notice it] ■ As 
the only woman in the race, she was hard to miss. 

7 [+ obj) : to avoid (something) ■ Her car skidded off the road 
and barely mussed hitting a telephone pole. • He just missed 
being seriously hurt. [=he was almost seriously hurt] 

8 [no obi]' to fail to succeed ■ With a cast like this, the movie 
can’t miss. [=it will definitely succeed] 

9 [no obj]: misfire 1 ■ The engine missed, 
miss a beat see 2 beat 

miss Itsfthe mark see 'mark 

miss out [phrasal verb ] 1 : to lose an opportunity : to be 
unable to have or enjoy something ■ It’s too bad you 
weren’t able to come with us. You really missed out. — of¬ 
ten + on ■ You really mussed out on a good time. ■ If you 
don’t act now you could miss out on a great opportunity. 
2 miss out (someone or something) or miss (someone or 
something) out Brit : to leave (someone or something) out 
: omit ■ You’ve missed out the most important fact! 
miss the boat see 'boat 
miss the forest for the trees see tree 
never/not miss a trick see 'trick 
2 miSS noun, pi misses [count] 

1 : a failure to hit something ■ She hit the target five straight 
times without a miss. ■ His first shot was a bad miss. 

2 : a failure to reach a desired goal or result ■ Her movies 
have been a mixture of hits and misses. [=some have been 
successful and some have not] — see also hit-and-miss, 
near miss 

give (something) a miss chiefly Brit, informal : to choose 
not to do (something) or go (somewhere) ■ I had so much 
else to do that I decided to give the party a miss. 

- compare 3 miss 
3 miss noun, pi misses 

1 Miss a — used as a title before the name of an unmar¬ 
ried woman or girl ■ Miss Jones — compare MRS., MS. b — 
used as a title before the name of a married woman who 
does not use her husband’s name ■ Muss Bette Davis c — 
used as part of a title for a girl or young woman who has won 
a contest (such as a beauty contest) and who represents the 
place or thing indicated ■ Miss America d Brit — used by 
children as a way to address a female teacher 

2 a — used as a polite way to address a girl or young woman 

■ Can I help you, miss ? b [count] old-fashioned : a girl or 
young woman ■ a talented young miss 

3 misses [plural] US : a clothing size for women of average 
height and weight — usually used before another noun ■ 
misses dresses 

- compare 2 miss 


mis*shap*en /.mis'/eipan/ adj [more most —] : badly 
shaped : having an ugly shape ■ a misshapen hand 

mis-sile /'misal, Brit 'mi,sail/ noun, pi -slles [count]: an ob¬ 
ject that is thrown, shot, or launched as a weapon ■ The pro¬ 
testers were arrested for throwing missiles I=rocks, bottles, 
etc.] at the police.; especially ; a rocket that explodes when it 
hits a distant target ■ a nuclear missile — see also ballistic 
MISSILE, CRUISE MISSILE, GUIDED MISSILE, SURFACE-TO- 
AIR MISSILE, SURFACE-TO-SURFACE MISSILE 

miss»ing /'misiij/ adi 

1 : unable to be found : not in a usual or expected place ■ 
My keys are missing. [=1 can’t find my keys] ■ One of his 
front teeth is missing. [=he does not have one of his front 
teeth; he is missing one of his front teeth] ■ a missing tooth ■ 
missing children — often + from • A few books are missing 
from the shelf. ■ She discovered that some important papers 
were missing from her desk. — sometimes used in the phrase 
go missing • My keys have gone missing again. [=1 cannot 
find my keys again; my keys are missing again] ^ This 
phrase is more common in British English than in U.S. En¬ 
glish. 

2 : needed or expected but not included ■ The new director 
has provided the missing ingredient that was needed for the 
show’s success. ■ It’s a good sauce, but there’s something 
missing. [=it lacks something that would make it better] — 
often +from ■ There was something missing from his life. 
missing In action — used to say that a soldier cannot be 

found after a battle and might have been killed, captured, 
or wounded ■ soldiers who are missing in action and pre¬ 
sumed dead 

missing link noun, pi ~ links 

1 [count] : something that you do not have and that you 
need to complete a series or to solve a problem ■ Police are 
hopeful that the new evidence will provide the mussing links 
needed to solve the crime. 

2 the missing link : a kind of animal that was in some ways 
like an ape and in some ways like a human being and that is 
thought to have existed in the past but has not been discov¬ 
ered ■ scientists searching for the missing link 

missing person noun, pi ~ -sons [count] : a person 
whose location is not known and whose absence has been re¬ 
ported to the police ■ Their teenage daughter has been offi¬ 
cially listed as a missing person since she failed to return 
home after leaving school. ■ They’ve filed a missing person 
report with the police. [=a document that officially reports 
that someone is missing] 

miS'Sion /'mi Jan/ noun, pi -sions [count] 

1 a ; a task or job that someone is given to do ■ Our mission 
was to recover the stolen plans. • He was sent on a fact¬ 
finding mission. = He was sent on a mission to gather infor¬ 
mation. ■ By patient negotiation she succeeded in her mis¬ 
sion of averting a strike. ■ go on a rescue mission [=go 
somewhere to rescue someone] • The volunteers were on a 
mission of mercy to help victims of the disaster. [=the volun¬ 
teers were sent to help the victims of the disaster] ■ a mercy 
mission b : a specific military or naval task • a reconnais¬ 
sance mission • a peacekeeping mission ■ a combat/training 
mission c : a flight by an aircraft or spacecraft to perform a 
specific task ■ a bombing mission • a manned space mission • 
a shuttle mission ■ a mission to the moon — see also mission 
control 

2 : a task that you consider to be a very important duty ■ His 
mission is to help poor children. = He has made it his mission 
In life to help poor children. = He’s a man with a mission: to 
help poor children. ■ She’s on a mission to locate her lost sis¬ 
ter. [=she is very determined to find her lost sister] 

3 : a group of people sent to a foreign country for a specific 
reason (such as to have discussions or to provide training or 
assistance) ■ a member of a trade mission 

4 a : a group of people who are sent to a foreign country to 
do religious work : a group of missionaries ■ a Catholic mis¬ 
sion b : a place or building where such work is done ■ tour¬ 
ing a Spanish mission in California ■ a mission church 

1 miS a Sion*ary /'mij^neri, Brit 'mijanri/ noun, pi -ar*les 
[count]: a person who is sent to a foreign country to do reli¬ 
gious work (such as to convince people to join a religion or 
to help people who are sick, poor, etc.) ■ a Christian mission¬ 
ary 

2 missionary adj, always used before a noun 

1 : of or relating to missionaries ■ missionary work ■ a mis¬ 
sionary school 

2: very enthusiastic and eager about doing a job or support- 
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ing a cause ■ He spoke with missionary zeal about the 
project. [=he spoke with great enthusiasm about the project] 
mission control noun [ noncount ]: the group of people on 
the ground who direct or control the flight of a spacecraft ■ 
The astronauts received a message from mission control. 
mission Statement noun, pi ~ -merits [count] : some¬ 
thing that states the purpose or goal of a business or organi¬ 
zation • The company’s mission statement emphasizes its on¬ 
going commitment to meeting the needs of the community, 
missis variant spelling of missus 

mis-sive /'misiv/ noun, pi -sives [count] formal + humorous 
: a letter or other written message ■ a fund-raising missive • 
She received yet another lengthy missive from her father, 
mis-spell /,mis'spcl/ verb -spells; -spelled or chiefly Brit 
-spelt /-'spelt/; -spell-ing {+ obj] : to spell (a word or 
name) incorrectly ■ The name of the town had been mis¬ 
spelled on the map. 

— mis-spell-ing /.mis'spelio/ noun, pi -Ings [count] ■ The 
letter contains numerous misspellings. 

mis-spend /,mis'spend/ verb -spends; -spent /-'spent/; 
-spend-lng [+ obj] : to spend or use (something, such as 
time or money) in a way that is not legal, careful, or wise • 
Several government officials have been accused of misspend¬ 
ing public money. 

— misspent adj ■ misspent money ■ a misspent summer ■ He 
enjoys telling stories of his misspent youth. [=of the time 
when he was young and doing things that are not consid¬ 
ered wise or proper] 

mis-state /,mis'steit/ verb -states; -stated; -stating [+ 

obj] : to state or report (something) incorrectly ■ The compa¬ 
ny misstated its profits. - An article in yesterday’s paper mis¬ 
stated the name of the district attorney. 

— mls-state-ment Amis'steitmant/ noun, pi -ments 
[count, noncount] • correcting a misstatement 

mis-step /,mis'step/ noun, pi -steps [count] chiefly US : an 
action or decision that is a mistake ■ Their decision to relo¬ 
cate the company was a major misstep. ■ make a strategic 
misstep [= blunder ] 

mis-SUS also mis-sis /'misaz/ noun, pi -sus-es also -sis- 
es [count] 

1 informal + old-fashioned : wife — usually singular - He 
had another argument with his missus. ■ How’s the missus ? 

— compare mister 2 

2 Brit, informal — used to address a woman whose name is 
not known ■ Need a hand with your luggage, missus ? 

1 mist /'mist/ noun, pi mists 

1 : water in the form of very small drops floating in the air 
or falling as rain [noncount] We could barely see the shore 
through the mist, [count] The hills were veiled/shrouded in 
afinemiyf. 

2 [count] : a stream of liquid in the form of very small drops 
: a fine spray ■ an aerosol mist 

3 [count] : something that makes understanding difficult • an 
issue clouded by mists of confusion 

lost in the mists of time 4- Something lost in the mists of 
time is forgotten because it happened long ago. ■ The ori¬ 
gins of this ancient ritual are lost in the mists of time. 

2 mist verb mists; mist-ed; mist-ing 

1 [no obj] a : to become covered with very small drops of 
water — usually + up ■ My glasses misted [=fogged\ up when I 
came in from the cold, b of a person's eyes : to fill with tears 
• Her eyes misted. — usually + over or up ■ Her eyes misted 
over as she thought of her old friends. 

2 [+ obj] a : to cover (something) with mist ■ a misted valley 
b : to spray (something) with very small drops of water ■ The 
plant should be misted regularly. 

3 [no obj] : to rain very lightly • It was misting when we ar¬ 
rived. ■ a misting rain 

1 mis-take /ma'steik/ noun, pi -takes [count] : something 
that is not correct: a wrong action, statement, or judgment 
: error ■ It would be a mistake to assume that we can rely 
on their help. ■ There must be some mistake. ■ a stupid/care¬ 
less mistake - a costly/serious/bad mistake - a deadly/fatal/ 
tragic mistake ■ The manuscript contains numerous spelling 
mistakes. • There’s a mistake in the schedule. • “When does 
the movie start?" "At 8:00. No, wait— my mistake —it starts 
at 8:30.” • Don’t worry about it. It was an honest mistake. 
[=something that anyone could be wrong about] — often 
used with make ■ Everybody makes mistakes from time to 
time. ■ I made the mistake of believing her. — see also make 
NO MISTAKE (below) 

and no mistake chiefly Brit, old-fashioned — used to stress 


the truth or accuracy of a statement ■ She’s the one I saw, 
and no mistake. [=she is definitely the person I saw] 
by mistake : because of a mistake : without intending to • I 
got on the wrong train by mistake. [= accidentally ] 
make no mistake — used to stress the truth or accuracy of 
a statement ■ Make no mistake (about it), if we don’t ad¬ 
dress these problems now, they will only get worse. 
2 mis-take verb mis-takes; mis-took /ma'stuk/; mis-tak- 
en 7m3 T steikon/; mis-tak-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to understand (something or someone) incorrectly • They 
mistook my meaning. 

2 : to make a wrong judgment about (something) ■ The ar¬ 
my’s leaders mistook the strength of the enemy. [=they did 
not realize how strong the enemy was] •❖■If you say there is 
no mistaking something, it is very clear or obvious. ■ She 
may be unconventional but there’s no mistaking her ability to 
run the company. ■ There was no mistaking his determina¬ 
tion. [=his determination was obvious] 

3 : to identify (someone or something) incorrectly — usual¬ 
ly + for ■ I mistook him for his brother. [=1 thought that he 
was his brother] 

mistaken adj [more most ~] : not correct: incorrect or 
wrong ■ I may be mistaken, but I think we’ve met before. • If 
you think the job is finished, you are sadly/badly/sorely mis¬ 
taken. ■ He ignored the law in the mistaken belief that he was 
immune from punishment. ■ If I’m not mistaken, the bus 
leaves at 7:00. ■ a mistaken assumption ■ Her arrest was a 
case of mistaken identity. [=she was arrested because the po¬ 
lice thought she was someone else] ■ a mistaken impression/ 
interpretation 

— mis-tak-en-ly adv « He mistakenly believed that he was 
immune from punishment. 

mis-ter /'mist;*/ noun, pi -ters 

1 Mister — used sometimes in writing instead of Mr. 

2 [count] US, informal + old-fashioned : husband — usually 
singular ■ She went off to the store while the/her mister [=her 
husband] stayed home. — compare missus 1 

3 informal — used in speech especially by children to ad¬ 
dress a man whose name is not known ■ Hey mister, do you 
want to buy a paper? 

mis-time /,mis'taim/ verb -times; -timed; -tim-ing [+ obj ] 

: to do or say (something) at the wrong time : to time (some¬ 
thing) incorrectly ■ They mistimed their arrival. ■ a mistimed 
remark ■ The batter mistimed his swing, 
mis-tle-toe /'mis9l,tou/ noun [noncount] : a plant with yel¬ 
lowish flowers and white berries that is traditionally used as 
a Christmas decoration Pieces of mistletoe are often hung 
from the ceiling or in a doorway at Christmastime. Accord¬ 
ing to tradition, if you stand with someone under a piece of 
mistletoe, you are supposed to kiss that person, 
mistook past tense o/ 2 mistake 

mis-treat Amis'trkt/ verb -treats; -treat-ed; -treating [+ 

obj] : to treat (someone or something) badly : abuse ■ They 
accuse him of mistreating his wife. ■ She claimed she had 
been mistreated by the police. 

— mis-treat-ment /,mis'tri:tmant/ noun [noncount] • the 
mistreatment of prisoners 

mis-tress /'mistras/ noun, pi -tress-es [count] 

1 : a woman who has control or power over others: such as 
a : a woman who has a servant or slave ■ Servants were re¬ 
quired to do the mistress’s bidding without question, b : a 
woman who owns a pet (such as a dog) • The dog was always 
obedient to its master and mistress, c formal : the female 
head of a household ■ the master and mistress of the house 

— compare MASTER 

2 : a woman who has control of something ■ She proved her¬ 
self (to be) mistress of the situation. 

3 : a woman who has a sexual relationship with a married 
man ■ a married man who has/keeps a mistress ■ His wife sus¬ 
pected that the woman she’d seen with him was his mistress. 

4 a chiefly Brit, old-fashioned : a female teacher 
: schoolmistress — see also headmistress b Mistress 

— used as a title for the female head of certain British col¬ 
leges ■ She was Mistress of Girton (College). 

5 Mistress old-fashioned — used as a title before the name 
of a woman - Mistress Jones 

mistress of ceremonies noun, pi mistresses of cer¬ 
emonies [count] : a woman who introduces guests, speak¬ 
ers, or performers at a formal event: a woman who is a mas¬ 
ter of ceremonies 

mis-tri-al /'miSitrajal/ noun, pi -als [count] law : a trial that 
is not valid because of an error or because the jury is unable 
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to decide a verdict ■ The judge declared a mistrial. 

1 mis-trust /.mis'trASt/ noun : lack of trust or confidence : a 
feeling that someone is not honest and cannot be trusted 
[. noncount ] She was very open about her mistrust [as distrust) 
of politicians, [singular] She has a strong mistrust of politi¬ 
cians. 

— mis*trust*ful Amis'trAstfal/ adj [more most ~] — of¬ 
ten + of ■ She is mistrustful of politicians. — mis-trust-ful- 
ly /,mis'trAstf3li/ adv 

2 mistrust verb -trusts; -trusteed; -trusting [+ obj] : to 
have no trust or confidence in (someone or something) : DIS¬ 
TRUST ■ She mistrusts politicians. ■ I was starting to mistrust 
my own judgment, 
misty /'misti/ adj mist-i-er; -est 

1 : full of mist • a misty valley ■ misty weather 

2 : not clearly seen or remembered ■ misty [=vague, indis¬ 
tinct] memories of the past 

3 informal : tearful ■ misty eyes ■ I get (all) misty [=1 get 
tears in my eyes; I feel sentimental] when I hear that song. 

— mistddy /'mistali/ adv ■ memories mistily remembered 
— mist-i*ness /'mistinas/ noun [noncount] ■ the mistiness 
of the weather 

misty-eyed /'misti'aid/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : having tears in your eyes • He gets misty-eyed when he 
talks about that time. 

2 : dreamy or sentimental ■ misty-eyed recollections 
miS«un*der«Stand /|ims,Andyst£end/ verb -stands; 

-stood /-'stud/; -standing [+ obj] : to fail to understand 
(someone or something) correctly ■ Don’t misunderstand 
me—I’m not criticizing your decision. ■ You misunderstood 
my question. ■ He feels that the critics have completely mis¬ 
understood his movies. ■ She expressed herself in clear terms 
that no one could misunderstand. 
misunderstanding noun, pi -ings 

1 : a failure to understand something [noncount] The in¬ 
structions are carefully written in order to avoid/prevent 
misunderstanding, [count] Her comments reflect a misun¬ 
derstanding of the basic problem. ■ using clear language to 
avoid misunderstandings 

2 [count] : a usually minor argument or disagreement ■ an 
unfortunate misunderstanding between old friends ■ We had 
our little misunderstandings in the past but we managed to 
clear them up long ago. 

miS*Un*der«StOOd Amis.And^'stud/ adj [more most ~] 
: thought of incorrectly : not understood ■ a misunderstood 
genius ■ This is a common and often misunderstood problem. 
■ He sees himself as a misunderstood victim of the media. 

1 mis-use /,mis'ju:z/ verb -us*es; -used; -us*lng [+ obj] 

1 : to use (something) incorrectly ■ She’s charged with misus¬ 
ing company funds. ■ a word that is frequently misused 

2 : to treat (someone) unfairly ■ He feels he has been misused 
[=(more commonly) mistreated] by the press. 

— mis*us*age Amis'juisicfc/ noun [noncount] • misusage 
[=(more commonly) misuse] of company funds 

2 mis«USe /,mis'ju:s/ noun, pi -us*es : the act of using some¬ 
thing in an illegal, improper, or unfair way : incorrect use 
[noncount] No refunds will be offered on products damaged 
by/through misuse. — usually + of ■ the misuse of words ■ 
She’s charged with misuse of company funds, [count] — 
usually + of 9 a common misuse of a word ■ misuses of power 
mite /'mait/ noun, pi mites [count] 

1 : a very small creature that often lives on plants, animals, 
and foods — see also dust mite 

2 : a small person (such as a child) or thing ■ his mite of a 
daughter ■ a tiny mite of a woman ■ This little vacuum clean¬ 
er is a mighty mite. [=something that is small but very strong 
or powerful] 

3 old-fashioned : a very small amount ■ There could be a 
mite [=(more commonly) bit] of trouble. 

a mite : to a small degree : somewhat or slightly ■ The box 
could stand to be a mite bigger. ■ The movie’s plot is a mite 
[=a bit, a little] confusing. ■ This is a mite embarrassing. 

1 mi»ter (US) or Brit mi-tre /'maita/ noun, pi -ters [count] 

1 : a high pointed hat worn by a bishop or abbot in church 
ceremonies 

2 : MITER JOINT 

2 miter (US) or Brit mitre verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing [+ obj] 
technical : to match or fit (boards) together in a miter joint ■ 
The comers of the frame were carefully mitered. 
miter joint (US) or Brit mitre joint noun, pi ~~ joints 
[count] : a joint or comer made by cutting the edges of two 
boards at an angle and fitting them together 


mit-i-gate /'mita.geit/ verb -gates; -gat«ed; -gat-ing [+ 

obj] formal : to make (something) less severe, harmful, or 
painful ■ Emergency funds are being provided to help miti¬ 
gate the effects of the disaster. ■ mitigate a punishment ■ med¬ 
icines used to mitigate a patient’s suffering — see also un¬ 
mitigated 

— mit*i*ga*tion Amita'gei/an/ noun [noncount] ■ the mitiga¬ 
tion of suffering/punishment 

mitigating adj — used to describe something (such as an 
unusual situation) that makes something (such as a crime or 
a mistake) seem less serious or deserving of blame; usually 
used in the phrase mitigating circumstances/factors ■ His 
sentence was reduced because of mitigating circumstances. 
[=extenuating circumstances] 
mitt /'mit/ noun, pi mitts [count] 

1 : mitten ■ children bundled up in hats and mitts — see 
also OVEN MITT 

2 baseball a : a special type of heavy glove worn by the 
catcher ■ a catcher’s mitt b : a special type of glove worn by 
the first baseman ■ a first baseman’s mitt 

3 informal : hand ■ He can hold anything in those big mitts 
of his. 

mit-ten /'mitn/ noun, pi -tens [count] : a covering for the 
hand that has a separate part for the thumb only — compare 
GLOVE 

— miMened /'mitnd/ adj ■ a mittened hand [=a hand wear¬ 
ing a mitten] 

1 mix /'miks/ verb mix-es; mixed; mix-ing 

T“a : to combine (two or more things) to make one thing 
that is the same throughout: to combine (two or more sub¬ 
stances) to make a different substance [+ obj] Mix [=blend] 
flour and water (together) to make a paste. ■ To make frost¬ 
ing for the cake, mix powdered sugar with a little milk and 
vanilla. ■ You can make purple by mixing the colors red and 
blue, [no obj] Add the ingredients and mix [=blend] well, b 
[+ obj] : to add (something) to something else ■ Mix some wa¬ 
ter with the flour to make a paste. — often + in or into ■ I 
mixed in [=added] a little more sugar. ■ Slowly mix [=s/z>] in 
the rice. ■ Mix water into the flour to make a paste. 

2 [no obj] : to be combined and become one thing that is the 
same throughout ■ Oil will not mix with water. = Oil and wa¬ 
ter don’t mix. ■ Flour can mix [=blend, combine] with water 
to make a paste. 

3 [+ obj] : to make or prepare (something, such as an alco¬ 
holic drink) by combining different things ■ Please mix a 
drink for me. = Please mix me a drink. 

4 [+ obj] : to make (a recording of music) by electronically 
putting sounds together from more than one source ■ She 
mixed her own CD of dance music. 

5 [+ obj]: to bring (different things) together ■ His novel mix¬ 
es humor with drama. ■ Playing golf with clients is one way 
to mix business with pleasure, [-to do something enjoyable 
that is related to your work) 

6 [no obj] : to talk in a friendly way with different people and 
especially with strangers ■ She mixes well in social situations. 
■ Our families don't mix [=don’t get along] with each other. 

7 [no obj] : to be able to be combined or put together in a 
way that has good results — used in negative statements ■ 
Drinking (alcohol) and driving don’t mix. [=you should not 
drive after you have been drinking alcohol] ■ They claim that 
art and politics do not mix. 

mix and match : to put different things (such as pieces of 
clothing) together indifferent ways ■ She’s able to mix and 
match her sweaters with different skirts to create new out¬ 
fits. ■ She buys clothing that she can mix and match, 
mix it up (US) or Brit mix it infoimal : to fight or argue ■ The 
two boxers started mixing it up. ■ He loves to mix it up with 
his younger brothers. 

mix up [phrasal verb] informal 1 mix (someone or some¬ 
thing) up or mix up (someone or something) : to mistaken¬ 
ly think that (someone or something) is someone or some¬ 
thing else ■ Those two women look so much alike—I 
always mix them up. [=1 never know who is who] ■ He got 
the days mixed up [^ confused] and thought the meeting 
was today. ■ I always mix up the times when my classes 
start. 2 mix (something) up or mix up (something) : to 
mistakenly put (something) in a place where something 
else should be ■ I accidentally mixed up the two files. [=1 
put each of the files in the place where the other one 
should have gone] — often + with • Did my homework get 
mixed up with your papers? 3 mix (someone) up or mix 
up (someone) a : to cause (someone) to be involved in a 
usually dangerous or improper activity or situation — usu- 
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ally used as (be/get) mixed up in ■ He got mixed up in a plan 
to destroy the government. [=he became involved in a plan 
to destroy the government] b : to cause (someone) to be¬ 
come involved with a particular group of people and espe¬ 
cially with people who cause trouble — usually used as 
(be/get) mixed up with ■ She was mixed up with the wrong 
crowd. ■ teenage boys getting mixed up with gangs — see 
also mixed-up, MIX-UP 
2 mix noun , pi mixes 

1 : a dry mixture of ingredients that is sold in one package 
and used for making something (such as a type of food) 

1 count] a cake mix ■ a new brand of soup mixes [noncount\ 
We bought two boxes of muffin mix. ■ a bag of cement mix 
I=material that forms cement when you add water to it] 

2 [singular] : a combination of different kinds of things 
: mixture ■ a snack mix containing pretzels, nuts, and rai¬ 
sins — often + of • We worked on finding the right mix of 
food, music, and decorations for the wedding. ■ They talked 
to each other in a mix of English and Spanish. ■ an attractive 
mix of red, orange, and yellow flowers 

mixed /'mikst /adj 

1 always used before a noun : made of different kinds of 
things mixed together or combined ■ a can of mixed nuts ■ 
bags of mixed candy ■ We ate salads of mixed greens. 

2 a : including or involving people of different races or reli¬ 
gions ■ They live in a mixed neighborhood. ■ She’s of mixed 
African and European ancestry. ■ children of mixed race/ 
races ■ people of mixed racial origin/ancestry ■ a racially 
mixed couple b : including or involving people of both sex¬ 
es ■ She went to a mixed school. [=a school for both boys and 
girls] ■ a mixed chorus ■ playing mixed doubles in tennis [=a 
game of doubles in which each team has a man and a wom¬ 
an] When people are in mixed company, they are with 
both men and women. ■ The women never spoke of sex or 
pregnancy in mixed company. [=when men were present] 

3 : both good and bad, favorable and unfavorable, etc. ■ The 
play received mixed reviews. = The play’s reviews were 
mixed. [=some critics liked the play, while other critics did 
not] ■ His decision got a mixed reaction from the family. • 
The experiment got mixed results. ^ When people have 
mixed emotions or mixed feelings about something, they 
have both good and bad thoughts or feelings about it. • He 
had mixed emotions l=he was both happy and sad] about the 
end of his trip. ■ I’m having mixed feelings about this class. 
mixed messages/signals *$■ Someone gives mixed messag¬ 
es or mixed signals by showing a thought or feeling and 
then showing another very different thought or feeling. ■ I 
don’t know if he likes me; he keeps giving me mixed mes¬ 
sages. • She’s sending mixed signals about her feelings. 

mixed bag noun [singular] 

1 : a collection of different kinds of things — often + of ■ 
The movie has a mixed bag of characters. ■ We’re working 
with a mixed bag of old and new ideas. 

2 : something that has both good and bad qualities or parts ■ 
His performance was a mixed bag. 

mixed blessing noun, pi ~~ -ings [count] : something that 
is good in some ways and bad in other ways ■ He says that 
computers are a mixed blessing because sometimes they help 
and sometimes they create problems. ■ Living next to your 
in-laws can be a mixed blessing. 

mixed drink noun, pi ~~ drinks [count] : an alcoholic drink 
made with two or more ingredients ■ a mixed drink of rum 
and soda 

mixed economy noun, pi ~~ -mies [count] : ail economy 
in which some companies are owned by the government and 
other companies are not 

mixed marriage noun, pi ~~ -riages : marriage between 
two people of different races or religions [count] children of 
mixed marriages [noncount] a culture in which mixed mar¬ 
riage is rare 

mixed metaphor noun, pi ~~ -phors [count] : a metaphor 
that combines different images or ideas in a way that is fool¬ 
ish or illogical ■ “If we want to get ahead we’ll have to iron 
out the remaining bottlenecks” is an example of a mixed 
metaphor. 

mixed—up /'mikst* ap / adj [more most ~] informal 

t : confused and usually emotionally troubled : not capable 
of making good decisions about life ■ They’re just a bunch of 
crazy, mixed-up kids. 

2 : confusing, difficult to understand, and filled with prob¬ 
lems ■ This is a crazy, mixed-up world we live in. • He has 
mixed-up ideas about our past. — often written as two sepa¬ 


rate words when used following a verb ■ She’s a nice person, 
but her life is really mixed up. — see also mix up at ’mix 
mix-er /'miksay noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a machine used for mixing things ■ a handheld mixer ■ 
Using an electric mixer , blend the cake batter on medium 
(speed) for two minutes. ■ a cement mixer [=a large machine 
that keeps cement wet and soft by turning until the cement 
is used] — see picture at kitchen 

2 : a drink (such as soda) that does not contain alcohol and 
that is used in an alcoholic mixed drink ■ Orange juice is her 
favorite mixer. 

3 : someone who controls the recording of sounds (such as 
the words and music) that go with a movie or television 
show ■ the sound mixer 

4 *$>- A good mixer is someone who is comfortable in social 
situations and can talk easily with other people. A poor mix¬ 
er is uncomfortable or awkward in social situations. ■ For a 
politician, she was not a very good mixer. ■ He was shy and a 
poor mixer. 

5 chiefly US : a social gathering to help people in a group 
meet each other in a friendly and informal way ■ an informal 
mixer 

mixing bowl noun, pi ~~ bowls [count] : a large bowl used 
in cooking for mixing ingredients — see picture at kitchen 
miX"ture /'mikstfaV noun, pi -tures 

1 [count] : something made by combining two or more in¬ 
gredients ■ Stir the sugar and butter until the mixture is light 
and fluffy. ■ Now add eggs to the mixture. ■ Pour the cake 
mixture into a well-greased pan and bake. — often + of • The 
chicken was marinated in a mixture of oil and spices. ■ The 
horses were fed a mixture of grass and oats. 

2 [count] : a combination of different things — + of • The 
dog’s coat is a mixture of yellow, brown, and black fur. ■ We 
were feeling a mixture of fear and excitement. ■ They talked 
to each other in a mixture of English and Spanish. 

3 [noncount] : the act of mixing two or more things together 

— + of u a society formed by the gradual mixture of different 
cultures 

mix—up /'miks,Ap/ noun, pi -ups [count] : a mistake caused 
by confusion about something ■ Because of a mix-up [=m£s- 
take, error] at the hotel, we were overcharged for our stay. ■ 
The mix-ups nearly cost him his job. * I thought you were 
someone else. Sorry for the mix-up. [-misunderstanding, con¬ 
fusion] — see also mix up at ’mix 
ml abbr milliliter 
mm abbr millimeter 
MN abbr Minnesota 

mne*mon*ic /m'mciinik/ noun, pi -ics [count] : something 
(such as a word, a sentence, or a song) that helps people re¬ 
member something (such as a rule or a list of names) ■ 
HOMES is used as a mnemonic for the names of the Great 
Lakes: Huron, Ontario, Michigan, Erie, and Superior. 

— mnemonic adj ■ a mnemonic device 

mo /'mou/ noun [singular] chiefly Brit, informal : a short time 
■ Hang on a mo [-moment]', who did you say you’d seen? 
Mo. abbr Monday 

'MO /‘em'ou/ noun, pi MOs [count] : a usual way of perform¬ 
ing a crime : modus operandi ■ two thieves with very dif¬ 
ferent MOs 
2 MO abbr Missouri 

'moan /'moon/ verb moans; moaned; moaning 

1 [no obj ] : to make a long, low sound because of pain, un¬ 
happiness, or physical pleasure ■ The wounded soldier 
moaned in/with pain. ■ The crowd moaned [-groaned] as the 
other team scored another goal. ■ He moaned with pleasure 
as she rubbed his back. 

2 a [no obj ] : to express unhappiness about something 
: complain ■ We were all moaning about the cold, rainy 
weather. ■ He’s always moaning about his salary. • The chil¬ 
dren were moaning and groaning all morning, but their 
mother would not let them go outside. ■ I’m tired of all his 
moaning and groaning about his salary, b [+ obj] : to say 
(something) in a way that shows pain or unhappiness ■ “But I 
don’t want to go,” moaned the boy. ■ “Oh, my stomach 
hurts,” she moaned. = She moaned that her stomach hurt. 

3 [no obj]: to make a long, low sound ■ The wind moaned in 
the trees. 

— moan-er /'mounay noun, pi -ers [count] ■ He dismisses 
his critics as a bunch of moaners. [=people who are always 
unhappy or complaining about something] 

2 moan noun, pi moans [count] 

1 : a long, low sound that someone makes because of pain. 
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unhappiness, or physical pleasure ■ She let out a long, deep 
moan. • a moan of despair/pleasure ■ a low/feeble/weak 
moan 

2 : a long, low sound ■ the moan of the wind ■ the moan of 
the car’s engine 

3 Brit, informal: a complaint about something • He’s always 
having a moan [= complaining] about his job. 

moat /'moot/ noun, pi moats [count] : a deep, wide ditch 
that is usually filled with water and that goes around the 
walls of a place (such as a castle) to protect it from being at¬ 
tacked 

1 mob /'ma:b/ noun, pi mobs 

1 [count] : a large group or crowd of people who are angry 
or violent or difficult to control ■ The angry mob smashed 
store windows and attacked people on the streets. ■ The po¬ 
lice had to be called in to handle/disperse the growing/gath¬ 
ering mob. ■ violent mobs — see also lynch mob, mob 
scene 

2 [count] informal : a large number of people — usually + of 

■ On our walk, we were passed by a mob of bicycle riders. — 
often plural ■ Mobs of teenagers filled the room. ■ The team 
was greeted by mobs of excited fans. 

3 the mob or the Mob informal : a secret organized group 
of criminals ■ The Mob [=the Mafia] controlled most busi¬ 
nesses in the city. • He was jailed for his dealings with the 
Mob. — often used as mob before another noun ■ Their fam¬ 
ily had mob [-Mafia] connections. ■ a mob boss [=someone 
who controls part of an organized criminal group] — see 
also MOBSTER 

4 the mob old-fashioned : the people of a society who are 
poor and uneducated ■ politicians trying to keep the mob 
happy This use of the mob is now usually considered in¬ 
sulting. 

2 mob verb mobs; mobbed; mob*bing [+ obj] 

1 of a group of people : to move close to (someone) in an ex¬ 
cited way : to crowd around (someone) in an aggressive, ex¬ 
cited, or annoying way ■ The actor’s fans mobbed him wher¬ 
ever he went. — often used as (be) mobbed ■ The actor was 
mobbed by fans wherever he went. ■ I walked into the room 
and way immediately mobbed by small children. 

2 : to come together in (a place) with many other people ■ 
Shoppers mobbed the stores during the holidays. — often 
used as (be) mobbed ■ The stores were mobbed by/with cus¬ 
tomers. 

— mobbed adj ■ The stores were mobbed [=very crowded] 
today! • mobbed airports 

1 mobile /'moubal, 'mou,bajol/ adj [more most ~] 

T a : able to move from one place to another ■ the age at 
which most babies become mobile [=able to crawl or walk] ■ 
The doctors say she will be mobile [=able to walk] again 
when her broken leg heals, b : able to move with the use of 
vehicles (such as trucks and airplanes) • Their armies are 
now fully mobile. ■ mobile fighting forces ■ mobile troops 

2 : able to be moved ■ Computers have become more mobile 
[= portable ] in recent years. ■ mobile hospital equipment ■ The 
news station has two mobile television units [=trucks or vans 
with television equipment] for reporting news directly from 
where events happen. • a mobile kitchen that helps bring 
food to homeless people • mobile health clinics ■ a mobile 
crime laboratory 

3 : able to move from one level of a society to another ■ so¬ 
cially mobile workers — see also upwardly mobile 

2 mo*bile /'mou,bi:l, Brit 'maubail/ noun, pi -biles [count] 

1 : a work of art or a decoration that is hung from above and 
that has attached shapes or figures that move easily in the air 

■ They hung a mobile over the baby’s bed. 

2 Brit, informal : cell phone ■ Even if I’m out of the office 
you can reach me on my mobile. 

mobile home noun, pi ~ homes [count] : a house that is 
built in a factory and then moved to the place where people 
will live in it — compare motor home 



mobile library noun, pi ~~ -braries [count] Brit : bookmo¬ 
bile 


mobile phone noun, pi ~ phones [count ]: cell phone 
mO*bil>i«ty /mou'bitati/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the ability or tendency to move from one position or sit¬ 
uation to another usually better one • Social mobility is often 
affected by a person’s birth, income, and education. ■ The 
degree of economic mobility is different in different societ¬ 
ies. ■ the career mobility of women • the geographic mobility 
of a country’s workers [=the tendency of workers to move 
from one place to another] 

2 : ability to move quickly and easily • The army has im¬ 
proved its weapons and increased its mobility since the last 
war. ■ He was a great football player known for his mobility 
on the field. ■ She lost mobility in her left hand. ■ elderly peo¬ 
ple with limited mobility 

mO'bMize also Brit mo*bMise /'mouba.laiz/ verb -llz*es; 
-lized; -liz-ing 

1 a [+ obj] : to bring (people) together for action ■ The Pres¬ 
ident mobilized [^rallied] his supporters. ■ They couldn’t mo¬ 
bilize enough support to pass the new law. b [no obj] : to 
come together for action ■ Several groups have mobilized to 
oppose the proposed new law. • They have the ability to mo¬ 
bilize quickly. 

2 [+ obj] : to make (soldiers, an army, etc.) ready for war ■ 
The government had to mobilize the army quickly. ■ More 
than 10,000 troops were mobilized for war. ■ mobilizing the 
nation’s resources 

- mo-bi-ll-za-tion also Brit mo*bMi*sa«tlon 

Amoubala'zeijan, Brit .mauba^ai'zeijan/ noun, pi -tlons 
[count, noncount] • The army carried out a full-scale mobi¬ 
lization. 

mob scene noun, pi ~ scenes [count] US : a place or situ¬ 
ation where a crowd of people behave in a violent or uncon¬ 
trolled way ■ The peaceful protest quickly turned into a mob 
scene as protesters began fighting the police.; also : a very 
crowded place or situation ■ The store became a real mob 
scene. 

mob'Ster /'maibsta*/ noun, pi -sters [count] : someone who 
is part of a secret organized group of criminals : a member 
of the Mob ■ a reputed mobster 
moc-ca-sin /'mcr.kasan/ noun, pi -sins [count] : a flat shoe 
that is made of soft leather and is similar to a shoe originally 
worn by some Native Americans — see picture at shoe; see 
also WATER MOCCASIN 

mo*Cha /'mouks, Brit 'mDka/ noun, pi -chas [count, non¬ 
count] : a drink that is a mixture of coffee and chocolate ■ a 
cup of mocha 

1 mock /'mark/ verb mocks; mocked; mock*ing [+ obj] 

1 : to laugh at or make fun of (someone or something) espe¬ 
cially by copying an action or a way of behaving or speaking 
• The boys mocked him for showing fear. ■ They mocked his 
cries for help. [=they imitated his cries for help in an exag¬ 
gerated way that was meant to ridicule him] ■ Other children 
would mock her accent. [=would make fun of the way she 
spoke by copying it in an exaggerated way] 

2 : to criticize and laugh at (someone or something) for be¬ 
ing bad, worthless, or unimportant ■ He mocks art only be¬ 
cause he doesn’t understand it. ■ They continue to mock the 
idea of a new government. ■ We are being mocked for our re¬ 
ligious beliefs. ■ You can mock me as much as you like, but 
I’m going to do it anyway. 

— mock-er /'mark^/ noun, pi -ers [count] ■ mockers of poet¬ 
ry — mocking adj [more most ~] ■ mocking words • a 
mocking crowd — mock-ing*ly /'ma.kigli/ adv ■ They 
laughed at him mockingly. 

2 mOCk adj, always used before a noun 

1 : not based on real or honest feelings ■ “I’d love to go,” he 
said with a mock [-feigned, fake] smile. ■ We stared at him in 
mock surprise. • mock anger 

2 : done or performed to look like the real thing ■ Two boys 
started a mock [=,simulated] fight in the hallway. ■ Every 
summer, our history club performs mock battles to relive 
our country’s greatest war. • a mock trial [=a fake legal trial 
used for education and practice] ■ a mock election 

3 mock noun, pi mocks [count] Brit : an exam that does not 
count and that is done to practice for a real exam : a mock 
exam — usually plural ■ He did po well on the mocks that I’m 
sure he’ll pass the real ones, 
mock-ery /'maikari/ noun 

1 [noncount] ; behavior or speech that makes fun of some¬ 
one or something in a hurtful way : mocking behavior or 
speech ■ The bright orange house was an object of mockery 
on our street. [=people mocked the house; people laughed at 
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it and criticized it] ■ His kind of personality invites mockery. • 
the children’s cruel mockety of each other 
2 [singular] : a bad or useless copy of something ■ The 
judge’s decisions are a mockery of real justice. [=the judge’s 
decisions are very unjust] If you make a mockery of some¬ 
thing, you make it seem ridiculous or useless. ■ The judge's 
decisions have made a mockery of the legal system. ■ He’s 
made a mockety of our marriage. 
mock*ing*bird /'ma:kig,b&d/ noun, pi -birds [count] : a 
North American bird that sings loudly and copies the songs 
of other birds — see color picture on page C9 
mock turtleneck noun, pi ~ -necks [count] US : a knit 
shirt or sweater with a high collar that goes all the way 
around your neck and that is not folded down — called also 
0 chiefly Brit) turtleneck 

mock-up /'ma:k,Ap/ noun, pi -ups [count] : a full-sized 
model of something (such as a boat or a car) that is used for 
studying, testing, or showing its features 
mod-al /'mood]/ noun, pi -als [count] grammar : modal 

VERB 

modal verb noun, pi ~ verbs [count] grammar : a verb 
(such as can, could, shall, should, ought to, will, or would) that 
is usually used with another verb to express ideas such as 
possibility, necessity, and permission — called also modal, 
modal auxiliary, modal auxiliary verb 
mod cons /,ma:d'ka:nz/ noun [plural] Brit, informal : the 
equipment and features that are found in a modem home 
and that make life easier and more comfortable • Well, 1 see 
your new house has got all the mod cons you’d expect: a 
washing machine, a dishwasher, central heating. . . <► Mod 
cons is taken from the phrase “modem conveniences.” 
mode /'mood/ noun, pi modes [count] 

1 formal a : a particular form or type of something (such as 
transportation or behavior) ■ We’re changing the factory’s 
mode [-method] of operation in order to save money. • Tech¬ 
nology has created new modes of communication. ■ different 
modes of thought ■ buses, trains, airplanes, and other modes 
of transportation b : a particular way of doing something ■ 
We’re using a new mode [-method] of teaching. ■ a different 
mode [=way] of living ■ new modes of thinking 

2 : the state in which a machine does a particular function ■ 
The VCR has two different recording modes. • When taking 
pictures indoors, put the camera in flash mode. 

3 informal : a specified way of thinking, feeling, or acting ■ 
Let’s get into work mode. [=let’s get ready to work] ■ When 
I’m in my creative mode [=when I’m feeling creative], I can 
write for hours. • Reading helps me get into my relaxation 
mode. ■ He goes into attack mode [=he becomes very hostile 
and aggressive] whenever his decisions are questioned. 

- see also A la mode 
1 mod»el /’maid]/ noun, pi -els [count] 

1 : a usually small copy of something • She’s building a mod- 
el of the Earth for science class. ■ models of famous buildings 
■ a plastic model of the human heart • a scale model [=a small 
but exact copy] of a ship 

2 : a particular type or version of a product (such as a car or 
computer) • We’ve improved on last year’s model, making 
the car safer and easier to control. ■ He bought one of the old 
1965 models. ■ We couldn’t afford one of the fancy TVs and 
had to buy the standard model. 

3 : a set of ideas and numbers that describe the past, present, 
or future state of something (such as an economy or a busi¬ 
ness) ■ a mathematical model ■ We’ve developed a computer 
model of the economy to predict what will happen in the fu¬ 
ture. ■ Companies are developing new business models. 

4 a : something or someone that is a very good example of 
something ■ The city is now a model of safety and cleanliness. 
[=the city is now very safe and clean] ■ He is a model of po¬ 
liteness. [=he is very polite] ■ The country was the model of a 
peaceful nation for over 50 years, b : something or some¬ 
one that deserves to be copied by others ■ The country’s 
economy is a model for the rest of the world. ■ Her work has 
become a model to/for other writers. ■ These soldiers serve 
as models for their country. — see also role model 

5 : someone who is paid to wear clothing, jewelry, etc., in 
photographs, fashion shows, etc., so that people will see and 
want to buy what is being worn ■ a fashion model ■ male 
models ■ She’s a model turned actress. [=a model who later 
became an actress] — see also SUPERMODEL 

6 : someone whose image is painted, photographed, etc., by 
an artist ■ The same model sat/posed for several of his paint¬ 
ings. ■ drawings of nude models ■ an artist’s model 


2 model adj, always used before a noun 

1 : deserving to be copied by others : very good or excellent 
• They’re all model students. ■ He’s a model husband. • Our 
university has a model program for training its athletes. 

2 — used to describe something that is a small copy of some¬ 
thing larger ■ a model airplane ■ He’ll play with his model 
trains for hours. 

3 model verb -els; US -eled or Brit -elled; US -el-ing or Brit 
-eMing 

1 [+ obf] : to design (something) so that it is similar to some¬ 
thing else — + on or (< chiefly US) after ■ They modeled their 
educational system on the U.S. system. [=they used the U.S. 
system as a model when they created their educational sys¬ 
tem] ■ His best dish is closely modeled on his mother’s recipe. 
[=is based on and very similar to his mother’s recipe] ■ The 
church was modeled after an earlier French design. 

2 [+ obf] a : to make a small copy of (something) : to create 
a model of (something) ■ The faces of the gods were modeled 
in white stone, b : to make something by forming or shap¬ 
ing clay or some other material ■ modeling [=molding] figures 
in/from clay = modeling clay into figures 

3 : to wear clothing, jewelry, etc., in photographs, fashion 
shows, etc., so that people will see and want to buy what you 
are wearing [+ obf] They’re modeling this year’s new spring 
fashions. ■ She got a job modeling shoes for a catalog compa¬ 
ny. • a fashion model who has angered animal lovers by mod¬ 
eling fur coats [no obf] She models [=she works as a fashion 
model] for the world’s most successful modeling agency. 

4 [no obf]; to be a model for an artist: to be painted or pho¬ 
tographed by an artist ■ She agreed to model for him and ap¬ 
peared in many of his most famous works. 

model yourself on or chiefly US model yourself after : to 
try to be like and to behave like (someone you admire) ■ 
She models herself on the leaders that came before her. ■ 
Children often model themselves after their parents. 

— mod*e!*er (US) or Brit mod«eMer /'ma:d]»/ noun, pi 
-ers [count] ■ a ship modeler [=someone who makes small 
copies of ships] 

mod-eMng (US) or Brit mod-eMing /'ma:d|iq/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

1 : the work of a fashion model: the job of displaying things 
for sale usually by wearing them and being photographed ■ 
She hoped modeling would help start her acting career. — 
often used before another noun ■ a modeling agency • his 
modeling career 

2 : the act or activity of making small copies of things (such 
as planes, trains, etc.) : the hobby of making models ■ ship 
modeling 

3 : a process in which computers use a set of ideas and num¬ 
bers to describe the past, present, or future state of some¬ 
thing (such as an economy or a business) ■ Computer model¬ 
ing helps scientists understand the Earth’s weather systems. ■ 
economic modeling 

modem /'moudam/ noun, pi -dems [count] : a device that 
changes the form of electric signals so that information can 
be sent through telephone lines from one computer to an¬ 
other computer ■ a high-speed modem 
1 mod«er«ate /"maidarat/ adj 

1 a : average in size or amount : neither too much nor too 
little • Her doctor recommended moderate exercise. ■ There 
were moderate levels of chemicals in the lake. • drinking 
moderate amounts of coffee ■ Most of these medicines re¬ 
lieve mild to moderate pain. ■ a family of moderate income ■ 
a book of moderate length ■ a moderate distance b : neither 
very good nor very bad • The group met with only moderate 
success. ■ a writer of moderate talent 

2 [more most ~]: not expensive : not too high in price ■ 
The hotel offers comfortable rooms at moderate prices. 

3 [more most ~] : having or expressing political beliefs 
that are neither very liberal nor very conservative ■ Both 
moderate Democrats and moderate Republicans can agree 
on this new law. ■ She holds a moderate position on the sub¬ 
ject of taxes. ■ The group is in need of more moderate voices. 
[=the group needs more members who do not express ex¬ 
treme ideas] 

4 [more most ~] a : avoiding behavior that goes beyond 
what is normal, healthy, or acceptable ■ a moderate eater [=a 
person who does not eat too much] ■ a moderate diet ■ He be¬ 
lieves that moderate drinking is healthy. ■ a person of moder¬ 
ate habits b : not showing strong emotions or excitement ■ 
She expressed herself in moderate [-calm, reasonable] lan¬ 
guage. 
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2 mod-er*ate /'matfarat/ noun, pi -ates Icounl] : a person 
whose political ideas are not extreme : a person who has 
moderate opinions or is a member of a moderate political 
group ■ Moderates from both political parties have agreed on 
an economic plan. 

3 mod«er»ate/ , ma:d3,reit/verft -ates; -at*ed; -at-ing 

1 : to make (something) less harsh, strong, or severe or to 
become less harsh, strong, or severe [+ obj\ The protesters 
have been unwilling to moderate their demands, [no obj] 
The wind moderated [-lessened] after the storm. 

2 : to guide a discussion or direct a meeting that involves a 
group of people [no obj\ She moderates at our office meet¬ 
ings. [+ obj\ She moderates our discussions so that we don’t 
argue or talk at the same time. ■ moderate a debate 

mod-er*ate*ly /'mcndaratli/ adv 

1 : not completely or extremely : to a moderate degree or 
extent ■ a moderately [-fairly, rather, somewhat ] sweet wine • 
a moderately hot day ■ The medicine is only moderately ef¬ 
fective against coughs. • Cook the chicken over moderately 
high heat for three minutes. 

2 [more most ~] : in a way that is not too expensive : in a 
moderate way ■ We tried to find a more moderately priced 
hotel. ■ moderately priced wines 

mod*er*a*tion Ama.'da'reijan/ noun 

1 [ noncount ] : the quality or state of being reasonable and 
avoiding behavior, speech, etc., that is extreme or that goes 
beyond what is normal or acceptable ■ She expressed her 
opinions with moderation. = She showed moderation in the 
expression of her opinions. [=she expressed her opinions 
moderately] • The organization is encouraging moderation 
among the world’s leaders. ■ a diet of moderation [=a moder¬ 
ate diet] ■ He has been a voice of moderation. [=a person say¬ 
ing things that are reasonable and moderate] 

2 : a decrease in something that is strong or severe — often 
+ in [singular] The weather has been extremely hot, but the 
forecast calls for a slight moderation in temperatures over 
the next several days. [=temperatures will become slightly 
cooler] [noncount] We should be seeing some moderation in 
the growth of the economy. 

in moderation : in a way that is reasonable and not exces¬ 
sive : in a moderate way ■ She believes in doing things in 
moderation. • Some people say that drinking alcohol in 
moderation can be good for you. 

mod-er*a-tor /'maids,reit noun, pi -tors [count] : some¬ 
one who leads a discussion in a group and tells each person 
when to speak : someone who moderates a meeting or dis¬ 
cussion ■ The moderator allowed audience members to ask 
the governor questions. ■ She acts as the moderator in our of¬ 
fice meetings. 

1 mod*ern /'maida-n/ adj 

1 always used before a noun a : of or relating to the present 
time or the recent past : happening, existing, or developing 
at a time near the present time ■ ancient and modem history ■ 
He talked about the role of television in modem [= contempo¬ 
rary 1 politics. ■ The country’s modem [^present] government 
was formed over 100 years ago. ■ The earthquake was one of 
the worst disasters in modem [-recent] times. ■ Water pollu¬ 
tion is a growing problem in the modem world. ■ the modem 
American family [=the typical American family living today] 
■ He’s known as the father of modem medicine, b or Mod¬ 
ern : of or relating to the current or most recent period of a 
language ■ The English that was spoken by William Shake¬ 
speare is very different from the modem English spoken to¬ 
day. ■ She is learning Modem Greek. 

2 [more most ~] : based on or using the newest informa¬ 
tion, methods, or technology ■ We’ll need to have modem 
[^■up-to-date] plumbing and wiring installed in the old house 
before we can move in. ■ They live in one of the most modem 
cities in the world. ■ modem methods of communication in¬ 
cluding e-mail and the Internet 

3 [more most ~] : of or relating to a style or way of think¬ 
ing that is new and different ■ She cut her long hair for a 
modem look. ■ He made his old-fashioned apartment look 
more modem by changing the color of the walls and buying 
new furniture. ■ Their latest movie is a modem version of a 
classic children’s story. ■ She has modem ideas about dating 
and marriage. — opposite old-fashioned 

4 : of or relating to forms of art (such as dance, music, and 
architecture) in which the styles used are newer and very dif¬ 
ferent from the older and more traditional styles ■ She loves 
both ballet and modem dance. ■ a combination of classical 
and modern architecture ■ a museum of modem art 


— mod-ern.ness /'maida-nnss/ noun [noncount] ■ the mod¬ 
ernness of an artist’s style 

2 modern noun, pi -erns [count] : a modern person: such as 
a : a person who has modem ideas, tastes, or attitudes — 
usually plural ■ furniture designed for young modems b : a 
modem artist or writer — usually plural ■ comparing the art 
of the ancients and the moderns 
mod-ern—day /'maidan'dei/ac#, always used before a noun 
: existing today ■ problems facing most modern-day families 

■ modern-day China — often used to indicate that someone 
or something of the present is similar to someone or some¬ 
thing of the past ■ The two lovers are a modern-day [-latter- 
day] Romeo and Juliet. ■ He’s been called a modern-day 
saint. ■ the modern-day equivalent of slavery 

mod*ern-ism /‘maids',nizsm/ noun [noncount] : a style of 
art, architecture, literature, etc., that uses ideas and methods 
which are very different from those used in the past 

— compare postmodernism 

— mod-ern-ist /'maidamist/ noun, pi -ists [count] ■ a lead¬ 
ing modernist — modernist adj [more most —] ■ a mod¬ 
ernist painter — mod-ern«is-tic Amuids'nistik/ adj [more 

most ~] • a somewhat modernistic style 
mo-der-ni-ty /ms'd^nsti/ noun [noncount] formal : the 
quality of being modem • the modernity of an artist’s style : a 
modem way of living or thinking ■ a traditional town that 
has resisted modernity 

mod*erri"ize also Brit mod*ern*ise /'maida^naiz/ verb -iz- 
es; -ized; -iz*ing 

1 [+ obj] : to make (something) modem and more suited to 
present styles or needs ■ We’re modernizing our kitchen with 
a new oven, refrigerator, and dishwasher. • The country re¬ 
cently announced plans to begin modernizing its army. • The 
school needs a building with modernized classrooms. 

2 [no obj] : to become modem : to begin using the newest in¬ 
formation, methods, or technology • Older companies will 
need to modernize quickly if they are to survive in today’s 
economy. 

— mod-ern-i-za-tion also Brit mod>ern*i*sa*tion 

/,ma:da*na , zeijan, Brit (mpds^ai'zei/sn/ noun [noncount] • 
a company in need of modernization 
mod*est /'maidsst/ adj [more most ~] 

T : not very large in size or amount ■ Despite its modest 
[=somewhat small] size, the city has many things to offer 
tourists. ■ They own a modest home near the beach. ■ She en¬ 
joyed modest success with her singing career. ■ He earns a 
modest income. ■ We live on a modest budget. ■ New cars are 
now available at relatively modest prices. ■ He has only a 
modest amount of knowledge on the subject. ■ It is a book of 
only modest importance. 

2 approving : not too proud or confident about yourself or 
your abilities : not showing or feeling great or excessive 
pride ■ She’s very modest about her achievements. ■ Don’t be 
so modest. Your performance was wonderful! ■ “I’m not a 
hero. I was just doing my job,” he said in his characteristical¬ 
ly modest way. • He is unusually modest for a man who is so 
famous and successful. — opposite immodest 

3 a of clothing : not showing too much of a person’s body ■ 

She preferred wearing more modest swimsuits. ■ In some 
countries, women must wear very modest clothing in public, 
b : shy about showing your body especially in a sexual way 
: preferring to wear modest clothing ■ a modest young wom¬ 
an -opposite IMMODEST 

— mod-esMy adv ■ Our business has been modestly success¬ 
ful. ■ a modestly priced car ■ a modestly dressed young 
woman ■ She modestly refused to accept credit for the 
team’s success. 

mod*es*ty /'maidssti/ noun [noncount] : the quality of be¬ 
ing modest: such as a : the quality of not being too proud 
or confident about yourself or your abilities ■ She accepted 
the award with modesty. • He is known for his modesty , an 
uncommon characteristic for a politician. • There was no 
false modesty in her victory speech. ^ The phrases in all 
modesty and (US) with all modesty are used to stress that a 
statement you are making about yourself is true even if it 
sounds like something said because of pride. ■ In all modesty , 
I don’t know anyone who could beat me at tennis. ■ I’ll admit 
with all modesty that I have had a very successful career, b 
: the quality of behaving and especially dressing in ways that 
do not attract sexual attention ■ the young woman’s modesty 

■ the modesty of her clothing 

mo-di-cum /'maidiksm/ noun [singular] formal : a small 
amount — + of m The group had a modicum of success in the 
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early 1990s. ■ Anyone with even a modicum of intelligence 
would understand. ■ He told a story that didn’t have a modi¬ 
cum of truth to it 

mod-i-fi*ca*tion Amaidafa'keijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [ noncount]: the act or process of changing parts of some¬ 
thing : the act or process of modifying something ■ The pro¬ 
gram can be used on all computers without modification. — 
often + of ■ The bad weather required modification of our 
travel plans. 

2 [count\ : a change in something (such as a system or style) ■ 
They passed the law with only a few minor/slight/small mod¬ 
ifications. • The weather required some major/minor modifi¬ 
cations to our travel plans. — often + of or to • A few modifi¬ 
cations of the design might be necessary. ■ We made some 
modifications to the original plan. 

mod-i-fi*er /'ma:d3,faja>/ noun, pi -ers [count] grammar : a 
word (such as an adjective or adverb) or phrase that de¬ 
scribes another word or group of words ■ In “a red hat," the 
adjective “red” is a modifier describing the noun “hat." ■ In 
“They were talking loudly,” the adverb “loudly” is a modifier 
of the verb “talking.” 

modify /'ma:d3,fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to change some parts of (something) while not changing 
other parts ■ We can help you modify an existing home or 
build a new one. ■ He modified the recipe by using oil instead 
of butter. • modify a plan • She has modified her views on the 
matter. ■ The design was modified to add another window. ■ 
We played a modified version of our favorite game. 

2 grammar : to limit or describe the meaning of (a word or 
group of words) ■ Adjectives usually modify nouns, and ad¬ 
verbs usually modify verbs, adjectives, and other adverbs. • 
In the phrase “a red hat," the adjective “red” modifies the 
noun “hat." 

mod-ish /'moudiJV adj [more most ~] : fashionable or 
stylish in a modem way • He wore a modish gray suit and 
hat. ■ a modish writer 

— mod*ish»ly adv ■ a modishly dressed woman 

mod»U«lar /'maicfeaW adj : having parts that can be con¬ 
nected or combined in different ways ■ In many offices, 
desks are separated by modular walls that can be moved 
around. ■ a factory that produces modular homes * modular 
buildings ■ {chiefly Brit) This is a modular course of three 
components, and students can take those three modules in 
any order. 

mod*U*late/'ma:c&3,leit/ verb -lates; -lat*ed; -lat-ing 

1 [+ obj\ formal : to change the sound of (your voice) by 
making it quieter, higher, lower, etc. ■ Please modulate 
[^soften, tone down ] your voice. ■ Because she doesn’t modu¬ 
late her voice, she sounds the same when she’s excited as 
when she’s sad. 

2 [no obj] music : to move gradually from one key to another 
■ The music quickly modulates from its original key, chang¬ 
ing the mood of the song. 

3 [+ obj] : to change or adjust (something) so that it exists in 
a balanced or proper amount • These organs modulate [= reg¬ 
ulate ] the amount of salt in the body. 

— mod*u*la*tion /^cccfea'leijan/ noun, pi -tions [count, 
noncount] 

mod-ule / , ma:,cfeu;l 1 Brit 'mndju:l/ noun, pi -ules [count] 

1 : one of a set of parts that can be connected or combined 
to build or complete something • factories that build engines, 
transmissions, brakes, and other modules for cars • {chiefly 
Brit) This is a modular course of three components, and stu¬ 
dents can take those three modules in any order. 

2 : a part of a computer or computer program that does a 
particular job • special software modules • a memory module 
for storing information 

3 : a part of a space vehicle that can work alone ■ the space¬ 
craft’s command module [=the main part of a spacecraft] ■ a 
lunar module [=a space vehicle used to land on the moon] 

mo«duS Ope»ran»di /,moud3S,a:p3'r£endi/ noun [singular] 
formal : a usual way of doing something; especially : the usu¬ 
al way that a particular criminal performs a crime • the mur¬ 
derer’s modus operandi Modus operandi is a Latin phrase 
that means “method of operation” in English. — called also 
MO 

mo-dus vi*ven-di /,moud3Svi'v£ndi/ noun [singular] for¬ 
mal : an arrangement that helps people, groups, or countries 
work together peacefully even though they do not agree 
with each other • The two nations developed a modus vivendi 
in order to avoid war. Modus vivendi is a Latin phrase that 
means “manner of living” in English. 


mog-gy also mog*gie /'ma:gi/ noun, pi -gies [count] Brit, 
informal : cat 

1 mo-gul /'mougal/ noun, pi -guls [count] : a powerful and 
important person ■ TV moguls • advertising moguls ■ a young 
Hollywood mogul — compare 2 MOGUL 
2 mogul noun, pi -guls [count] : a bump or small hill on a ski 
slope — compare ‘mogul 

mo*hair /'mou,he9/ noun [noncount] : an expensive fabric 
or wool made from the long, soft hair of a goat from Asia ■ a 
sweater made of mohair and silk — often used before anoth¬ 
er noun ■ She wore her mohair hat and mittens. 

Mo-hawk /'mou,ha:k//i 0 Mrt. pi -hawks [count] 

1 : a member of a Native American people of central New 
York state 

2 US : a hairstyle in which the head is shaved except for a 
narrow strip of hair that goes down the center of the head — 
called also {Brit) Mohican 

Mo*he*gan /mou'hiigan/ noun, pi -gans [count] : mohi- 
CAN lb 

Mo*hi*can /mou'hiikan/ noun, pi -cans [count] 

1 a : a member of a Native American people of northeastern 
New York State b : a member of a Native American people 
of southeastern Connecticut 

2 Brit : mohawk 2 

moist /'moist/ adj moist-er; -est [or more —; most ~] 

1 : slightly or barely wet : not completely dry ■ I love cook¬ 
ies when they are moist and chewy. • The pork chops were 
tender and moist. ■ a moist and spongy chocolate cake • The 
plant grows best in direct sunlight and with rich, moist soil. ■ 
She dabbed her moist eyes with a handkerchief. 

2 : having a lot of moisture in the air : humid ■ Fog is 
formed when warm moist air moves over a cold surface. ■ 
moist tropical heat • The eggs will hatch sooner in warm, 
moist conditions. 

— moist-ness noun [noncount] the moistness of the air/ 
cookies [singular] There is a moistness in the air today. 

synonyms moist, damp, and dank mean somewhat wet. 
moist suggests a slight wetness that is usually pleasant or 
desirable. • She wiped her face with a moist towel, damp 
suggests that the wetness of something makes it unpleas¬ 
ant to touch. ■ His shirt was damp with sweat, dank sug¬ 
gests a cold, unpleasant wetness that may be harmful to a 
person’s health. ■ He was kept prisoner in a cold, dank cell. 

moist*en /'moisp/ verb -ens; -ened; -en-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to make (something) slightly wet: to make (some¬ 
thing) moist ■ Com syrup can be used to moisten and flavor 
baked foods. ■ The chemical reaction begins as soon as the 
powder is moistened. 

2 [no obj] : to become slightly wet ■ His eyes moistened [=his 
eyes became tearful! at the memory of their kindness. 

mois-ture /'moistfa 1 / noun [noncount] : a small amount of a 
liquid (such as water) that makes something wet or moist • 
These flowers grow best with moisture and shade. ■ Wool 
socks will pull moisture away from your skin. • The leaves 
absorb moisture from the air. 

mois*tur*ize also Brit mois*tur*ise /'moistf3,raiz/ verb 
-iz*es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] : to add moisture to (some¬ 
thing, such as a person’s skin) "Use this cream to gently 
moisturize dry skin. 

- mois-tur-iz-er also Brit mois*tur*is*er noun, pi -ers 
[count, noncount] ■ She uses a moisturizer on her skin. 
- mois>tur*iz*ing also Brit mois*tur*is*ing adj • a mois¬ 
turizing cream/lotion 

ITIO* jo /'moucfeou/ noun, pi -jos chiefly US, informal : a pow¬ 
er that may seem magical and that allows someone to be 
very effective, successful, etc. [noncount] He’s been suffer¬ 
ing from incredibly bad mojo lately. ■ The team has lost its 
mojo. [count] We need to get our mojos working again. 
mo*lar /'moul^/ noun, pi -lars [count] : a large tooth near 
the back of the jaw with a wide surface used especially for 
grinding food 

mo-las-ses /ma'lsesaz/ noun [noncount] chiefly US : a 
thick, brown, sweet liquid that is made from raw sugar • mo¬ 
lasses cookies [=cookies made with molasses] — called also 
{Brit) treacle 

slow as molasses or slower than molasses US, informal 
: very slow or slowly ■ I used to be a fast runner, but now 
I’m slow as molasses. ■ People have complained that the 
legislature is moving/working slower than molasses. 

1 mold {US) or Brit mould /'mould/ noun, pi molds [count] 

1 a : a container that is used to give its shape to something 
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that is poured or pressed into it ■ The candles are made in a 
mold. ■ The gelatin is poured into a mold and chilled until 
firm, b : something made in a mold ■ a large plaster mold of 
a foot 

2 : a usual or typical example of something : a pattern or 
type of something that is an example to be followed • a mov¬ 
ie in the classic/traditional/familiar mold of a Hollywood 
thriller ■ She does not fit (into/in) the mold of a typical college 
professor. [=she is not a typical college professor] ■ He is 
(cast) in the same mold as other troubled heroes. [=he re¬ 
sembles other troubled heroes] 

break the mold 1 : to do something in a completely new 
way ■ Voters are looking for a candidate who will break the 
mold and give them honest answers. 2 informal — used 
to describe a very unusual or admired person ■ He was the 
greatest man I ever knew. They broke the mold when they 
made that guy. [=there will never be another person like 
him] 

- compare 3 mold 

2 mold {US) or Brit mould verb molds; mold-ed; mold-ing 

1 [+ obj] a : to form or press (something, such as wax, plas¬ 
tic, clay, or dough) into a particular shape ■ mold dough into 
loaves of bread b : to make (something) from a material 
that has been formed or pressed ■ mold loaves of bread ■ She 
gave her mother a tiny statue that she molded from clay. ■ 
The mountains were molded [-formed, shaped] by the gla¬ 
ciers over thousands of years. 

2 [+ obj] : to make (something) by pouring or pressing mate¬ 
rial (such as wax or plastic) into a mold ■ The art class spent 
its time molding candles. ■ mold plastic toys ■ a molded plas¬ 
tic chair 

3 [+ obj] : to create, influence, or affect the character of 
(someone or something) ■ She has dedicated her life to teach¬ 
ing and molding young children into responsible adults. ■ 
molding young minds • He took a struggling company and 
molded it into something special. 

4 [no obj] : to fit to the shape of something ■ This new mat¬ 
tress pad will mold to your body [=it will change its shape to 
fit your body] when you sleep on it. • The fabric is thin and 
flexible and will mold to your shape. 

— mold-er {US) or Brit mould-er /'mould;*/ noun, pi -ers 
[count] - He sees himself as a molder of world events. • a 
molder of young minds 

3 mold {US) also Brit mould noun, pi molds : a soft sub¬ 
stance that grows on the surface of damp or rotting things 
[noncount] She’s allergic to mold , cigarette smoke, and dust. ■ 
bread mold [=mold that grows on bread] [count] a slime 
mold [=a mold that is slimy] — compare ‘mold 
mold-er {US) or Brit mould-er /'moulds/ verb -ers; -ered; 
-er-ing [no obj] : to rot slowly especially from not being 
used : to decay slowly • An entire shipment of fruit is mold - 
ering (away) in the warehouse because of the strike. ■ mold - 
ering [-decaying] old books 

mold-ing {US) or Brit mould-ing /'mouldm/ noun, pi 
-ings [count, noncount] : a strip of material (such as wood 
or metal) with some design or pattern that is used as a deco¬ 
ration on a wall, on the edge of a table, etc. ■ The house has 
beautiful moldings around its doors and windows, 
moldy {US) or Brit mouldy /'mouldi/ adj mold-i-er; -est 

1 : covered with mold ■ Her books became moldy after being 
left in a damp basement. ■ moldy bread/fruit 

2 : resembling mold : tasting, smelling, or looking like mold 
• The wine had a slightly moldy aroma/flavor. 

1 mole /'moul/ noun, pi moles [count] 

1 : a small animal with very small eyes and soft fur that digs 
tunnels in the ground and eats insects 

2 : a spy who works inside an organization and gives secret 
information to another organization or country 

- compare 2 mole, 3 mole 

2 mole noun, pi moles [count] : a small, brown spot on a per¬ 
son’s skin ■ He has a mole on his cheek. — compare ‘mole, 
3 mole 

3 mo-le /'moulei/ noun, pi mo-les [count, noncount] chiefty US 
: a spicy sauce used in Mexican cooking ■ chicken with mole 
(sauce) — compare ‘mole, 2 mole 
mol-e-cule/'ma:li,kju:l/ noun,pi -cules [count] 

1 : the smallest possible amount of a particular substance 
that has all the characteristics of that substance ■ a molecule 
of water/oxygen ■ sugar molecules 

2 : a very small amount of something ■ There is not a mole¬ 
cule of evidence to support these charges. 

— mo-lec-U-lar /ma'lckjala-/ adj ■ molecular weight ■ molec¬ 


ular structure/movement ■ She studied molecular biology 
in college. 

mole-hill /'moul.hil/ noun, pi -hills [count] : a small pile of 
dirt that is pushed up by a mole when it digs tunnels under¬ 
ground 

make a mountain out of a molehill: to make something 
seem much more difficult or important than it really is • 
She thought that he was making a mountain out of a mole¬ 
hill by complaining about the placement of the silverware, 
mole-skin /'moul.skm/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the skin of the mole used as fur 

2 : a soft cotton cloth ■ moleskin pants 

mo-lest /ma'lest/ verb -lests; -lest-ed; -lest-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to harm (someone) through sexual contact : to touch 
(someone) in a sexual and improper way ■ He was sent to jail 
for molesting children. 

2 old-fashioned : to bother or annoy (someone or some¬ 
thing) • It was illegal to molest, capture, or kill any of the an¬ 
imals in the park. 

— mo-les-ta-tion Amou^e'steijan/ noun [noncount] ■ child 
molestation ■ a victim of molestation — mo-lest-er 
/ma'lesta 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] • putting child molesters in 
jail 

moll /'ma:l/ noun, pi molls [count] chiefly US, old-fashioned 
+ informal : a girlfriend of a criminal • a gangster’s moll — 
called also {chiefly US) gun moll 
mol-li-fy /'ma:l3,fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing [+ obj] : to 
make (someone) less angry : to calm (someone) down ■ He 
tried to mollify his critics with an apology. ■ All attempts to 
mollify the extremists have failed. ■ The landlord fixed the 
heat, but the tenants still were not mollified. 
mol-lusk {US) or Brit mobilise /'mcclask/ noun, pi -lusks 
[count] biology : any one of a large group of animals (such as 
snails and clams) that have a soft body without a backbone 
and that usually live in a shell 

mol-ly-cod-dle /'ma:li,ka:dl/ver£ -cod-dles; -cod-died; 
-COd-dling [+ obj] : to treat (someone) with more kindness 
and attention than is appropriate : to treat (someone) too 
nicely or gently ■ You need to stop mollycoddling [= babying, 
coddling] that boy if you want him to succeed on his own. • 
The coach has been mollycoddling the team’s star players. 
Mo-lo-tov COCktail /'ma:l3,ta:f-/no««, pi ^ -tails [count] 
: a simple bomb made from a bottle filled with gasoline and 
stuffed with a piece of cloth that is lit just before the bottle is 
thrown — called also {Brit) petrol bomb 
molt {US) or Brit moult /'moult/ verb molts; molt-ed; 
molt-ing [no obj] biology : to lose a covering of hair, feath¬ 
ers, etc., and replace it with new growth in the same place ■ 
Snakes molt as they grow, shedding the old skin and growing 
a larger new skin. 

mol-ten /'moultp/ adj, always used before a noun : melted 
by heat ■ molten metal/glass/lead ■ molten lava 
mom /'ma:m/ noun, pi moms [count] US, informal : a per¬ 
son’s mother ■ My mom [={Brit)mum] wants me to call when 
I get there. — often used as a form of address m Mom, do you 
know where I left my keys? — see also SOCCER mom 
mom—and—pop /'mccman'paip/ adj , always used before a 
noun, chiefly US : owned and run by a married couple or by 
a small number of people ■ Big department stores can drive 
mom-and-pop shops/stores out of business. - a mom-and-pop 
business that grew to become a large corporation 
mo-ment /'moumant/ noun, pi -merits 

1 [count] : a very short period of time ■ The sunshine that 
was here a moment [=; minute, second] ago is gone. ■ The sun 
was shining. Moments later, it began to rain. ■ It was a mo¬ 
ment before she realized what had happened. ■ She stopped 
for a moment and peeked into the window. ■ It should only 
take a moment to fix the problem. ■ Do you have a (spare) 
moment ? [=do you have some free time so we can talk to 
each other briefly?] ■ I’m very busy and I don’t have a mo¬ 
ment to spare. ■ The doctor arrived not a moment too soon. 
[=the doctor arrived just in time to help] ■ I’ll explain that In 
a moment [=shortly, soon] ■ The crowd observed a moment 
of silence [=a short period of silent thought or prayer] for 
those who died in the tragedy. 

2 [count] : a particular time : a precise point in time ■ One 
moment it was sunny; the next it was pouring rain. • We en¬ 
joyed every moment of the play. [=we enjoyed all of the play] 
• The moment for us to act has arrived. ■ The moment is ripe 
for action. [=this is the right time for action] ■ War seemed 
unavoidable at that moment in history. • She knew exactly 
the right moment to ask for a raise. ■ We had an exciting va- 
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cation. There was never a dull moment. 

3 a [ noncount ] : the present time ■ At the moment [-right 
now, at the current time ] she is working on a novel. ■ We 
aren’t prepared at this moment [=at this time, now ] to say 
what our plans are. ■ As of this moment [=as of now, right 
now J, there’s nothing you can do. Something that is true 
for the moment is true now but might not be true for long. ■ 
For the moment, it is the world’s largest city. (=it is the 
world’s largest city now, but that may not be true much 
longer] ■ He’s staying out of trouble/or the moment. ■ For the 
moment, at least, I had the room to myself. Someone or 
something that is of the moment is very popular at a particu¬ 
lar time. ■ the vacation destination of the moment [=the vaca¬ 
tion destination that is now most popular] ■ the man/woman 
of the moment [=the man/woman who is now very popular 
and admired] b [count] : a time of importance or success ■ 
She took the time to relish her moment of triumph. ■ He’s not 
the best player on the team, but he has his moments. [=he 
has times when he is extremely good, successful, etc.] ■ It was 
a defining moment for him. ■ It was a crowning moment in 
his presidency. 

any moment If something could happen (at) any moment 
(now), it could happen very soon. • He could lose his tem¬ 
per at any moment. ■ The war could begin at any moment. ■ 
She should be arriving at any moment now. 
at/on a moment's notice see ‘notice 
from moment to moment or from one moment to the 
next or moment by moment : very quickly as time passes 
■ The weather kept changing from one moment to the next. 
= The weather kept changing from moment to moment, 
[-from minute to minute] 

hold/hang on a moment or wait/just a moment informal 
— used to tell someone to wait or to stop for a brief time ■ 
“Aren’t you finished yet?” “ Hold on a moment. I’m almost 
done.’’ • Hang on a moment —I don’t understand. 
moment of truth : the time when you have to do or decide 
something ■ The moment of truth came early, when we had 
to decide whether to stay or go. ■ It was her moment of 
truth, when she needed to show that she had the talent to 
succeed. 

not for a/one moment : at no time : not at all ■ I did not be¬ 
lieve her for one moment. [=1 never believed her] 
of moment formal : having importance • an event of great 
moment [=a very important event] ■ There is no news of 
any moment to report. 
on the spur of the moment see ‘spur 
the last moment : the latest possible time : the last minute ■ 
Our flight was canceled at the last moment. ■ She finished 
her paper at the last moment. • Many people wait until the 
last (possible) moment before shopping for Christmas pre¬ 
sents. 

the moment : as soon as ■ The moment the cameras are 
turned off, he is able to relax. ■ Everything stops the mo¬ 
ment she walks in the room. 

within moments : very quickly : within a very short 
amount of time • Within moment's, dozens of people had 
gathered. 

mo-men*tari*ly Amouman'terali, Brit 'msumsntsrali/ adv 

1 : for a short time : for a moment : briefly ■ The pain 
eased momentarily. • The wind let up momentarily, allowing 
us to start a campfire. ■ He paused momentarily before fin¬ 
ishing his speech. 

2 US : very soon : at any moment ■ We expect them to arrive 
momentarily. ■ The pilot announced that the plane would be 
landing momentarily, [^shortly] 

mo*men-tary /'mouman^eri, Brit 'maumantari/ adj : last¬ 
ing a very short time : lasting only a moment ■ There was a 
momentary [=brief] pause between songs. ■ He experienced a 
momentary loss of consciousness. 

mo-men-tous /mou'mentas/ adj [more most ~] : very 
important : having great or lasting importance ■ My college 
graduation was a momentous day in my life. ■ a momentous 
decision/event 

— mo-men-tous-ly adv ■ a momentously important deci¬ 
sion 

mO»men-tum /mou'mentam/ noun [noncount] 

1 a : the strength or force that something has when it is 
moving ■ forward momentum ■ The wagon gathered/gained 
momentum [=it moved faster] as it rolled down the hill. ■ The 
wagon lost momentum [=it moved more slowly; it slowed 
down] as it rolled up the hill, b : the strength or force that 
allows something to continue or to grow stronger or faster as 
time passes ■ The company has had a successful year and 


hopes to maintain its momentum by introducing new prod¬ 
ucts. ■ The campaign slowly gained/gathered momentum. 
[=the campaign slowly became more popular and successful] 
■ The movie loses momentum toward the end. 

2 physics : the property that a moving object has due to its 
mass and its motion 
mom-ma variant spelling of mama 

monvmy /'ma:mi/ noun, pi -mfes [count] chiefly US, infor¬ 
mal : a person’s mother — used especially by children • 
Where’s my mommy ? — often used as a form of address ■ 
Can I go out to play, mommy ? 

Mon. abbr Monday 

mon-arch /'maijnaffk/ noun, pi -archs [count] : a person 
(such as a king or queen) who rules a kingdom or empire ■ a 
new history of French monarchs ■ an absolute monarch 
monarch butterfly noun, pi ~ -flies [count] : a large or¬ 
ange and black American butterfly 
mo-nar-chi-cal /ma'narkikal/ also mo-nar-chic /ms- 
'naa-kik/ adj : of or relating to a monarch or monarchy • mo¬ 
narchical authority ■ a monarchical government 
mon-ar-chist /'mana'kist/ noun, pi -chists [count]: a per¬ 
son who believes that a country should have a monarch 
(such as a king or queen) : a person who supports a monarch 
or monarchy ■ Loyal monarchists fought for the king. 

— monarchist adj ■ monarchist loyalties/beliefs 
mon-ar-chy /'man^ki/ noun, pi -chies 

1 [count] : a country that is ruled by a monarch (such as a 
king or queen) 

2 [count, noncount]: a form of government in which a coun¬ 
try is ruled by a monarch ■ the French monarchy of the 18th 
century — see also constitutional monarchy 

mon-as-tery /'maina.steri, Brit 'mainastri/ noun, pi -ter- 
ies [count]: a place where monks live and work together ■ a 
Catholic/Buddhist monastery — compare convent 
mo-nas-tic /ma'naestik/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : of or relating to monks or monasteries ■ a monastic com¬ 
munity • monastic life ■ He founded a monastic order in Bel¬ 
gium. 

2 : resembling or suggesting a monk or the life of a monk ■ 
He shows a monastic dedication to his job. ■ She studied for 
the test with monastic zeal. ■ a quiet, monastic existence 

— mo-nas-tl-cism /ma'naesta^izam/ noun [noncount] ■ the 
history of Christian/Buddhist monasticism 

Mon-day /'mAn,dei/ noun, pi -days : the day of the week 
between Sunday and Tuesday [count] I had lunch with her 
last Monday. ■ I’ll be seeing her again next Monday. • The 
class meets on Mondays. [=every Monday] ■ My birthday 
falls on a Monday this year. ■ (Brit) Next week I’ll arrive on 
the Monday and leave on the Friday, [noncount] Next week 
I’ll arrive on Monday and leave on Friday. ■ The paper is due 
on Monday. = (chiefly US) The paper is due Monday. ■ I will 
arrive on Monday morning. — abbr. Mon. 

— Mondays adv ■ He works late Mondays. I=he works late 
every Monday] 

Monday-morning quarterback noun, pi ~ -backs 

[count] US, disapproving : a person who unfairly criticizes or 
questions the decisions and actions of other people after 
something has happened ■ After the water main broke, the 
Monday-morning quarterbacks [=second-guessers] in the me¬ 
dia criticized the city for not replacing the old pipes, 
mon-e-tary /'mains,teri, Brit 'mAnstri/ adj 

1 : of or relating to money ■ a crime committed for monetary 
gain 

2 : of or relating to the money in a country’s economy ■ this 
administration’s monetary policy ■ Gold was once the basis 
of the U.S. monetary system. 

— mon-e-tar-i-ly /.mains'tersli, Brit 'mAnstrsli/ adv ■ Many 
companies will benefit/gain monetarily from the decision. 

mojvey/'mAni/ noun, pi mon-ies or mon-eys /'mAniz/ 

1 [noncount] : something (such as coins or bills) used as a 
way to pay for goods and services and to pay people for their 
work • Dinner cost a lot of money last night. = We were 
charged a lot of money for dinner last night. ■ a sum of mon¬ 
ey ■ That painting must be worth a lot of money. ■ She’s been 
making a lot of money in her new job. = (informal) She’s 
been making big/good money in her new job. ■ He earned 
some money last summer as a musician. ■ We’re trying to 
save enough money for a new car. ■ The town is raising mon¬ 
ey for the elementary school. ■ Friends would always ask her 
for money. ■ It’s an interesting idea, but there’s no money in 
it: it’ll never sell. ■ The club made money [=eamed money; 
made a profit] by selling advertisements in the newsletter. • 
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She knew she could make money [=eam a profit] on the deal. 
= She knew there was money to be made from/on the deal. ■ 
When they take a vacation, money is no object. [=they are 
not concerned about the price of things] They always stay at 
the most expensive places. — see also blood money, fun¬ 
ny MONEY, HUSH MONEY, OLD MONEY, PAPER MONEY, 
POCKET MONEY, SEED MONEY, SOFr MONEY, SPENDING 
money, smart money at 1 smart 

2 [noncount] : a person’s wealth : the money that a person 
has ■ He made his money in the insurance business. ■ He lost 
his money on foolish investments. = He threw all his money 
away on foolish investments. ■ They decided to put all their 
money in the stock market. ■ We didn’t have much money 
when I was growing up. ■ She comes from money. [=her fam¬ 
ily is rich] ■ She married into money. [=she married a wealthy 
man] — see also marry money at marry 

3 monies or moneys [plural ] formal : amounts of money ■ 
Most of the project is being paid for by federal monies. ■ All 
monies received will be deposited in a special account. 

a run for your money see 2 run 
for love or/nor money see ‘love 

for my money informal : in my opinion ■ This book is, for 
my money, her best novel yet. [=1 think this is her best nov¬ 
el yet] ■ For my money, nothing beats a juicy peach on a hot 
summer day. 

In the money 1 US : among the top three finishers in a 
race (such as a horse race) ■ Whatever horse I bet on, it 
never finishes in the money. 2 informal : having lots of 
money ■ They struggled for many years but now they’re in 
the money. 

made of money informal : having a lot of money : rich ■ 
Do I look like I’m made of money ? ■ Stop asking your fa¬ 
ther for a bigger allowance. He’s not made of money, you 
know! 

money for jam or money for old rope Brit, informal : mon¬ 
ey that is easily earned or gotten : easy money 
money talks — used to say that money has a strong influ¬ 
ence on people’s actions and decisions ■ In politics, money 
talks. [=people and companies with a lot of money have a 
powerful influence in politics] 

money to burn informal : a large amount of money to 
spend ■ expensive cars for people with money to bum 
on the money US, informal : exactly right or accurate ■ His 
prediction that it would rain was (right) on the money, 
put (your) money on : to bet on (something or someone) ■ 
Everyone there put their money on the underdog. — often 
used to say that you feel very sure that something is true, 
will happen, etc. ■ “Do you think he’ll win?" “I’d put money 
on it.” ■ It’s going to rain tomorrow. I’d put money on it. 
put your money where your mouth is informal : to give or 
spend money or take some action in order to do or support 
something that you have been talking about ■ It’s time for 
the mayor to put his money where his mouth is and increase 
funding for schools. 

throw money around : to spend money in a foolish or care¬ 
less way ■ He really throws (his) money around, 
throw money at : to try to solve (a problem) by spending a 
large amount of money on it without giving enough 
thought to exactly what should be done ■ The flaws in our 
school system will never be fixed as long as the govern¬ 
ment continues to just throw money at the problem. 
time is money — used to say that a person’s time is as valu¬ 
able as money 

your money’s worth : as much as you deserve because of 
the money you paid or the effort you made ■ His new mov¬ 
ie gives his fans their money’s worth. [=his new movie is 
good and is worth the money that his fans pay to see it] • 
The people who showed up for the concert certainly got 
their money’s worth. ■ He insisted on staying until the end 
of the show so that he could get his money’s worth. 
mon»ey—back /'inAni'bsek/ adj, always used before a noun 
: allowing buyers to get their money back if the pioduct 
breaks, does not work, or is not what the buyer wanted ■ All 
of their tools come with a money-back guarantee, 
mon-ey-bags /'mAnhbzegz/ noun, pi moneybags [count] 
informal : a very rich person ■ His campaign is being paid for 
by a local moneybags. 

money box noun, pi ~ boxes [count] chiefly Brit : a box 
that has a narrow opening in the top and that is used for sav¬ 
ing coins 

mon-eyed or mon-ied /'mAnid/ adj , always used before a 
noun , formal : having a lot of money : very rich ■ a member 
of the moneyed classes 


mon»ey—grub-ber /'mAnugrAba-/ noun, pi -bers [count] 
informal : a person who cares too much about getting mon¬ 
ey ■ a selfish money-grubber 

— mon-ey-grub-bing /'niAniigrAbig/ adj [more most —] 
■ a bitter, money-grubbing old miser — money-grubbing 
noun [noncount] 

mon*ey*lend*er /'mAnhlcnda-/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a 
person who lends money as a business ■ He was unable to re¬ 
pay his debts to the moneylender. 
mon*ey-mak«er /'mAnhmeika-/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : something (such as a product) that earns a profit ■ The 
book eventually became a money-maker for its publisher. ■ 
This movie should be the biggest money-maker of the sum¬ 
mer. — called also (Brit) money-spinner 

2 : a person who earns or wins a large amount of money ■ He 
is one of the top money-makers in professional tennis. 

— mon-ey—mak-ing /'mAnhmeikuj/ adj ■ a film with 
money-making potential 

mon*ey*man /'mAnhmzen/ noun, pi -men /-,men/ [count] 
: a man who controls the use of large amounts of money — 
usually plural ■ a politician being bankrolled by a group of 
powerful money men 

money order noun, pi ~~ -ders [count] : a written order to 
pay a particular amount of money to a specified person or 
company -O' A money order can be bought from a bank or 
post office and sent by mail like a check to make a payment 
to another person. ■ She mailed a money order to the compa¬ 
ny for the cost of the TV she bought. ■ Payments can be 
made by check or by money order. [=by using a money or¬ 
der] — called also (Brit) postal order 
mon»ey—Spin-ner /'mAni,Spina 1 / noun, pi -ners [count] 
Brit, informal : money-maker 1 

— mon-ey—spin.ning / , mAni,spmir)/ adj, Brit 
money supply noun 

the money supply business : the total amount of money 
available for spending in a country’s economy ■ an increase 
in the money supply 

mon-goose 

/'ma:n,gu:s/ noun, pi 
-goos-es [count] : a 
small and very fast ani¬ 
mal from India that eats 
snakes and rodents 



mon-grel /‘mcnrigral/ 
noun, pi -grels [count] mongoose 

: a dog with parents of 

different breeds • She owns several dogs, including a mongrel 
named Stella. — often used before another noun ■ a mongrel 
dog — sometimes used figuratively ■ The new house was a 
mongrel, with a mix of styles from different times and places, 
monied variant spelling of moneyed 
monies plural of money 

mon-i-ker / l ma:mka/ noun, pi -kers [count] informal : a 
name or nickname ■ He earned the moniker “Gator” from his 
days wrestling alligators in Florida. ■ I think “Happy” is an 
appropriate moniker for someone who smiles so much. 

1 mon-i-tOr /'mainata-/ noun, pi -tors [count] 

T: a device that is used for showing, watching, or listening 
to something: such as a : a device that shows information 
or images on a screen ■ a computer monitor ■ a television 
monitor ■ They watched the press conference on a video 
monitor in a back room. — see pictures at camera, com¬ 
puter b : a device that is used to listen to sounds being 
made in another room ■ We put a baby monitor in the nurs¬ 
ery. c : a device that shows and records information about 
a condition or function of the body ■ a heart monitor 

2 : a student who helps the teacher at a school ■ ( US) He was 
chosen to be a hall monitor. [=a student who watches the 
hallways for bad behavior] 

3 : a person who has the job of checking or watching some 
activity or behavior ■ U.N. weapons monitors and inspectors 

2 monitor verb -tors; -tored; -tor-ing [+ obj] : to watch, ob- 
serve, listen to, or check (something) for a special purpose 
over a period of time ■ Nurses constantly monitored the pa¬ 
tient’s heart rate. ■ We’re in a good position to monitor and 
respond to customer concerns. ■ She’s been able to monitor 
[=/ceep track of] his progress. • Government agents have been 
monitoring the enemy’s radio communications, 
monk /'niAok/ noun, pi monks [count] : a member of a reli¬ 
gious community of men who usually promise to remain 
poor, unmarried, and separated from the rest of society ■ 
Catholic/Buddhist monks — compare nun 
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— monk-ish /'mAijkiJ/ adj [more most ~] ■ a quiet monk¬ 
ish man ■ a monkish way of life 

1 mon-key /'inAijki/ noun, pi -keys [count] 

1 : a type of animal that is closely related to apes and hu¬ 
mans and that has a long tail and usually lives in trees — see 
also RHESUS MONKEY 

2 chiefly Brit : a person (especially a child) who causes trou¬ 
ble in a playful way ■ He’s quite a cheeky little monkey , isn’t 
he? 

a monkey on your back : a problem that you cannot easily 
get rid of or solve : a problem or situation that makes you 
unhappy and that lasts for a long time ■ His drug addiction 
has been a monkey on his back for years. ■ He finally got 
the monkey off his back and kicked his drug addiction. ■ 
After many years of disappointment, she finally got the 
monkey off her back by winning the championship. 
make a monkey out of informal : to cause (someone) to 
look very foolish : to make a fool out of (someone) ■ I’m 
not going to let that salesman make a monkey out of me! 
more fun than a barrel (full) of monkeys see Barrel 
not give a monkey’s Brit, informal : to not care at all about 
something. ■ I don’t give a monkey’s about their problems! 

— see also grease monkey 
2 monkey verb -keys; -keyed; -key-ing 

monkey around or Brit monkey about [phrasal verb] infor¬ 
mal 1 : to do things that are not useful or serious : to 
waste time ■ We just monkeyed around [=fooled around, 
messed around] all afternoon. ■ a young scientist monkey¬ 
ing around in the lab 2 monkey around/about with (some¬ 
thing) informal a : to use or do (something) in a way that 
is not very serious ■ He enjoys monkeying around with 
[-fooling around with] his car’s engine, b : to handle or 
play with (something) in a careless or foolish way ■ You 
shouldn’t be monkeying around with dangerous chemicals. 
monkey with [phrasal verb] monkey with (something) infor¬ 
mal : to handle or play with (something) in a careless way 
: to monkey around with (something) ■ I told you not to 
monkey with [=fool with] the lawn mower, 
monkey bars noun [plural] US : a frame of bars that chil¬ 
dren can play on by climbing and by swinging from one bar 
to the next one in the way that monkeys in a tree swing from 
branch to branch 

monkey business noun [noncount] informal 

1 : playful tricks or jokes ■ Our teacher warned us not to try 
any monkey business while she was out of the room. 

2 : illegal or improper activity or behavior ■ political monkey 
business 

mon*key -Shines /'niAqkiJainz/ noun [plural] US, infor¬ 
mal + old-fashioned : playful tricks and jokes : monkey 
business ■ mischievous children engaging in monkeyshines 
monkey wrench noun, pi ~ wrenches [count] : a 
wrench that can be adjusted to grip or turn things of differ¬ 
ent sizes — used in U.S. English to refer especially to a large, 
heavy wrench with a long, straight handle 
throw/hurlAoss a monkey wrench into US, informal : to 
damage or change (something) in a way that ruins it or 
prevents it from working properly ■ The storm threw a 
monkey wrench into their plans for a picnic. [=the storm ru¬ 
ined their plans for a picnic] 
mono /'marnou/ noun [noncount] 

1 informal : mononucleosis 

2 : a way of recording and playing back sound so that all the 
sound comes from one direction • They recorded the album 
in mono. — compare stereo 

— mono adj • a mono recording 

mono- combining form : one : single ■ monoplane ■ mono lin¬ 
gual 

mono-chro-mat-ic Ama.nakrou'maetik/ adj : having or 
made up of one color or shades of one color ■ It’s a mono¬ 
chromatic room with a blue rug and blue furniture. 
mono-Chrome /'maina.kroum/ adj 

1 : having or made up of one color or shades of one color 
: monochromatic ■ a monochrome paint scheme ■ mono¬ 
chrome colors 

2 : using or showing only black and white and shades of gray 
■ a monochrome film/photograph — sometimes used figura¬ 
tively ■ a dull, monochrome existence 

mon-O-cle /'mcunikal/ noun, pi mon-o-cles [count]: a sin¬ 
gle round lens for one eye that helps people see and that is 
held in place by the muscles around the eye 

— mon-o-cled /'mainikald/ adi ■ a monocled professor [=a 
professor wearing a monocle] 


mO*nog*a*my /ma'ncngami/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the state or practice of being married to only one person 
at a time — compare polygamy 

2 : the state or practice of having only one sexual partner 
during a period of time ■ young couples who practice monog¬ 
amy • Monogamy is common among birds. 

— mo-nog-a-mous /ma'ncr.gamas/ adi ■ They’ve been in a 
monogamous relationship for many years. ■ Many birds are 
monogamous. 

mono-gram /'mainaigreem/ noun, pi 
-grams [count] : a symbol that has the 
first letters of a person’s first, middle, 
and last names and that is put on towels, 
blankets, clothes, etc., as a decoration or 
to show ownership 

— mono-grammed /'mama.grsemd/ 
adj ■ monogrammed towels 

mono-lin-gual ^ma.na'iujgwal/ adi 

1 : able to speak and understand only 
one language ■ He regrets being monolin¬ 
gual and wishes he were bilingual. 

2 : using or expressed in only one lan¬ 
guage ■ a monolingual dictionary 

— compare bilingual, multilingual 
mono-lith /'mainadiG/ noun, pi -liths [count] 

1 a : a very large stone that is usually tall and narrow; espe¬ 
cially : a stone that was put in position by people as a monu¬ 
ment or for religious reasons ■ an ancient monolith b : a 
very large building or other structure ■ The new office build¬ 
ing is a massive steel and concrete monolith. 

2 often disapproving : a very large and powerful organization 
that acts as a single unit • The media monolith owns a num¬ 
ber of networks. ■ a global monolith 

— mono-llth-ic Amaina'liGik/ adj ■ a large, monolithic 
building - a monolithic organization 

mono-logue also US mono-log /'mcr.najarg/ noun, pi 
-logues also US -logs [count] 

1 : a long speech given by a character in a story, movie, play, 
etc., or by a performer (such as a comedian) ■ The play be¬ 
gins with the main character’s monologue. ■ The comedian is 
famous for his monologue about winning the lottery. 

2 : a long speech made by one person that prevents anyone 
else from talking ■ I stifled a yawn as she launched into a 
monologue about how she is going to become a famous star. 

mono-nU-cle-O-SiS Amccna^uikli'ousas, Brit ,mon3- 
,nju:kli'3us3s/ noun [noncount] medical : a disease that 
makes people very tired and weak for a long time — called 
also (Brit) glandular fever, ( informal) mono 
mono-plane /'maina^lem/ noun, pi -planes [count] : an 
airplane with one set of wings — compare biplane <>■ Most 
modem airplanes are monoplanes, 
mo-nop-o-lize also Brit mo-nop-o-lise /ma'naipa^aiz/ 
verb -liz-es; -lized; -liz-ing [+ obj] : to take over and con¬ 
trol (something or someone) completely ■ He’s always mo¬ 
nopolizing the conversation. ■ The company has monopolized 
the market for computer operating systems. ■ The demands 
of the job have been monopolizing my time. [=using up all 
my timel : to use (something) in a way that prevents others 
from using it ■ One group monopolized the camping area, 
taking almost all of the campsites. 

— mo-nop-o-list /ma'naipalist/ noun, pi -lists [count] • a 
powerful monopolist [=a person or company that has or 
controls a monopoly] — mo-nop-o-li-za-tlon also Brit 
mo-nop-o-li-sa-tion /majnaipala'zeijan, Brit m3,nop3- 
.lai'zeijsn/ noun [noncount] 

mo-nop-o-ly /ma'naipali/ noun, pi -lies 

1 [count] a : complete control of the entire supply of goods 
or of a service in a certain area or market ■ The company has 
gained/acquired a (virtual/near) monopoly of/on/over the 
logging industry in this area, b : a large company that has a 
monopoly ■ The government passed laws intended to break 
up monopolies. 

2 [singular ]: complete ownership or control of something — 
usually + on or (chiefly Brit ) of ■ He seems to think he has a 
monopoly on the truth. [=to think that he is the only pereon 
who knows what is true] 

— mo-nop-o-lls-tic /n^ncupa'listik/ adj ■ monopolistic 
business practices 

mono-rail /'ma:n3,reil/ noun, pi -rails : a type of railroad 
that uses a single track which is usually high off the ground 
[count] Monorails connect different parts of the park, [non¬ 
count] traveling by monorail ; also [count] : a vehicle that 
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travels on a monorail ■ The passengers boarded the monorail. 

mono-so-di-um glu-ta-mate Amama^oudijam'giuita- 

,meit/ noun [noncount] : a kind of salt used for seasoning 
foods — called also MSG 

mono-syMa-ble /'marna^ilabal/ noun, pi -la-bles [count] 
: a word that has only one syllable ■ He answered all their 
questions with monosyllables like “yes” and “no.” 
monosyl-lab-ic /,ma:n3S9'laebik/ adj 

1 : having only one syllable ■ a monosyllabic word/reply 
: made up of words that have only one syllable ■ a monosyl¬ 
labic conversation 

2 : saying very little or responding with one-syllable words ■ 
The movie star was monosyllabic with newspaper reporters. 

monO‘the*ism /'maina^irjizam/ noun [noncount] : the be¬ 
lief that there is only one God 

— mono-the-ist /'man9,0i:jist/ noun, pi -ists [count] 
— mono-the-is-tic /.maina^i'istik/ adj ■ a monotheistic 
religion 

monotone / l ma:na l toun/ noun [singular]: a way of talking 
or singing without raising or lowering the sound of your 
voice ■ She read the story in a dull monotone. ■ He sang in a 
soft, low monotone. • She spoke in a monotone voice. 
mO-not-O-nOUS /ma'naitnas/ adj [more most — used 
to describe something that is boring because it is always the 
same ■ a monotonous task ■ Students complained that the 
meals were monotonous. • She spoke in a monotonous voice. 

— mo-not-o*nous-ly adv ■ The teacher droned on monoto¬ 
nously. 

mo-not-O-ny /ma'naitni/ noun [noncount] : a lack of 
change that makes something boring : a monotonous quali¬ 
ty • She hated the monotony of the job. ■ The brief storm was 
a relief from the monotony of the hot summer afternoon. 
monO-un*Sat*U*rat*ed /.marnoi^An'saetfareitad/ adj, 
technical — used to describe a type of oil or fat that is found 
in foods such as olives and almonds and that is better for 
your health than saturated fats and trans fats ■ monounsat- 
urated fats • monounsaturated oils such as olive, peanut, and 
canola oils — compare polyunsaturated, saturated, 

UNSATURATED 

monoxide see carbon monoxide 
mon-si-gnor /man'siinja 1 / noun, pi mon-si-gnors or 
mon-si-gno-ri Amain^irn'jori/ [count] : a Roman Catholic 
priest of high rank ■ bishops and monsignors • Monsignor 
Donsuso 

mon-soon /man'sum/ noun, pi -soons [count] 

1 : a wind in the Indian Ocean and southern Asia that brings 
heavy rains in the summer 

2 a : the rainy season that occurs in southern Asia in the 
summer ■ the beginning of the monsoon (season) b : the 
rain that falls during this season ■ floods caused by summer 
monsoons — sometimes used in an exaggerated way to refer 
to a heavy rainstorm ■ The game was played in a monsoon. 

1 mon-Ster /'mainstay noun, pi -sters [count] 

1 : a strange or horrible imaginary creature ■ mythical mon¬ 
sters • a sea monster ■ a monster movie [=a movie about mon¬ 
sters] 

2 informal : something that is extremely or unusually large ■ 
That car is a monster. ■ It’s a monster of a house. [=a very 
large house] 

3 : a powerful person or thing that cannot be controlled and 
that causes many problems ■ Inflation has become an eco¬ 
nomic monster. 

4 a : an extremely cruel or evil person ■ His father was a 
monster who punished his children for no reason. • You don’t 
want to work for that monster, b : a person (such as a 
child) who behaves very badly • My nephew is a little 
monster. 

— see also green-eyed monster 

2 monSter adj, always used before a noun, informal : very pop¬ 
ular and successful ■ The movie turned out to be a monster 
hit. • a monster band 

mon-Stros-i-ty /man'straisati/ noun, pi -ties [count] 

: something (such as a building) that is very large and ugly ■ 
Did you see the new mall? It’s a monstrosity. 
mon-StroUS /'mamstras/ adj [more most H 

1 : extremely or unusually large : gigantic ■ a monstrous 
billboard 

2 : very wrong or unfair ■ It was monstrous of him to keep 
the truth from them all those years. ■ a monstrous injustice 

3 : very ugly, cruel, or vicious • a monstrous crime/criminal ■ 
monstrous depravity 

— mon-strous-ly adv • a monstrously large billboard 


mon-tage /man'ta: 3 / noun, pi -tag-es 

1 : a work of art that is made up of several different kinds of 
things (such as strips of newspaper, pictures, or pieces of 
wood) [count] a photographic montage [noncount] a pho¬ 
tographer who often uses montage in her pictures 

2 [count] : a mixture of different things — usually + of • a 
montage of emotions/sounds/images 

Mon-te-rey jack /'marntSirei'c&ek/ noun [noncount] IVS 
: a mild kind of cheese 
month /'mAn0/ noun, pi months 
\ [count] : any one of the 12 parts into which the year is di¬ 
vided ■ July is my favorite month. • It was hard to keep warm 
in the cabin during the winter months. • the merry month of 
May ■ The payments are due (on) the third of the month. 
[=on the third day of every month] ■ We visit them twice a 
month. [=two times every month] ■ I saw her last month and 
I’ll see her again next month. ■ The price changes from month 
to month. = The price changes each/every month. • The price 
sometimes changes dramatically from one month to the next. 

■ His health has been getting better month by month. = His 
health has been getting better with each passing month. 
[=his health has been getting better in a gradual and steady 
way as months have passed] • These problems have contin¬ 
ued month after month. [=for several or many months] 

2 [count] : a period of time that lasts about four weeks or 30 
days ■ The baby is four months old. [=a io\ir-month-o\d baby] 

■ a pregnant woman who is in her eighth month = a woman 
who has been pregnant for eight months ■ He was gone for a 
month. • She was back to work a month after the accident. ■ 
I’ll be seeing her again in a month. - I’ll be seeing her again a 
month from now. = I’ll be seeing her again in a month’s time. 

3 months [plural] : a long period of time that is less than a 
year ■ He’s been gone for months. ■ I haven’t talked to her in 
months. 

a month of Sundays informal : an extremely long time ■ I 
haven’t talked to her in a month of Sundays, 
of the month : chosen for special honors or attention dur¬ 
ing a particular month • He’s been chosen as the employee 
of the month four times this year! [=chosen as the employee 
who is honored in a particular month for doing excellent 
work] ■ the book of the month — see also flavor of the 
month at ‘flavor 

month-long /'mAnO'laii)/ adj ■ lasting an entire month ■ a 
monthlong vacation 
1 month'ly /'mAnOli/ adj 

1 : happening, done, or made every month • The monthly 
meeting is today. ■ The regional manager visits the office on 
a monthly basis. 

2 : published once every month ■ She writes a monthly col¬ 
umn for the magazine. • a monthly magazine/newsletter 

3 : of or relating to one month ■ monthly payments ■ her 
monthly salary [=the salary she receives every month] ■ a 
monthly fee ■ the monthly total of traffic accidents 

r- monthly adv • The magazine is published monthly. ■ Wa¬ 
ter the plant when the soil feels dry and feed it monthly. 
[=once every month] 

2 monthly noun, pi -lies [count] : a magazine that is published 
once every month • He reads one of the travel monthlies. 
mon-U-ment /'marnjamant/ noun, pi -ments [count] 

1 a : a building, statue, etc., that honors a person or event ■ 
They have erected a monument in his honor. — often + to ■ 
The statue serves as a monument to those who have served in 
the armed forces, b : a building or place that is important 
because of when it was built or because of something in his¬ 
tory that happened there ■ ancient monuments c : nation¬ 
al MONUMENT 

2 : an example of something — + to ■ The fashions of that 
era are a monument to bad taste. [=they are a perfect exam¬ 
ple of bad taste] • His life is a monument to what people can 
endure and overcome. 

mon-U-men-tal /.marnja'mentl/ adj 

1 : very important ■ a monumental discovery/achievement 

2 : very great or extreme ■ It’s more than a mistake; it’s a 
case of monumental stupidity. ■ the monumental complexity 
of the issue ■ Repairing the damage will be a monumental 
task/job. 

3 always used before a noun : of or relating to a monument ■ 
The class was about modem monumental architecture. 

— mon-u-men-tal-ly adv ■ monumentally stupid/important 
mOO /'mu:/ noun, pi moos [count] : the sound made by a 
cow 




1053 


mooch • mooring 


— moo verb moos; mooed; moo-ing [no obj\ ■ We heard 
the cows mooing in the field. 

mooch /'mir.tf/ verb mooch-es; mooched; mooch-ing 

US, informal + disapproving : to ask for and get things from 
other people without paying for them or doing anything for 
them [+ obj] He’s always mooching [= bumming] cigarettes. 

— often + off • She’s been mooching money off everyone she 
knows, [no obj\ — usually + off • He’s always mooching off 
his friends. ■ He mooched off his parents for a few years [=he 
lived with his parents and didn’t do any workj and then 
found a job and moved to the city. 

mooch around/about [phrasal verb] Brit, informal : to walk 
around with no particular purpose ■ I’ve just been mooch¬ 
ing about all afternoon. ■ We mooched around at some an¬ 
tique stores and then went to a cafe. 

1 mood /'mu:d/ noun, pi moods 

1 [count] : the way someone feels : a person’s emotional 
state • He’s been in a good mood all week. [=he’s been happy 
and pleasant all week] ■ Watching the news has put me in a 
bad mood. [=has made me unhappy and depressed] ■ The 
kids are in a silly mood today. ■ The good news lifted/light¬ 
ened her mood. • The bad news darkened/depressed her 
mood. ■ She is a woman of many moods. Let’s hope she’s in 
one of her cheerful moods today. • She may join us later. It 
depends on what kind of mood she’s in. ■ He’s in one of his 
moods. [=he’s in a bad mood] • Quit teasing him. He’s obvi¬ 
ously in no mood for joking. ■ It’s a gorgeous day, and I’m in 
no mood to clean the house. ■ It’s hard to relate to someone 
who has such wild/extreme mood swings. [=someone whose 
mood changes very quickly] ■ ( medical) mood disorders 
such as severe depression or anxiety 

2 [singular] : an attitude or feeling shared by many people ■ 
The mood of the country/city was grim. 

3 [count] : a quality that creates a particular feeling ■ She 
turned down the lights and lit a candle to create a more ro¬ 
mantic mood. [= atmosphere] 

in the mood : feeling a desire for (something) or to do some¬ 
thing ■ I’m in the mood for sushi. ■ She was in the mood for 
love. • He’s a great pianist and goes to the jazz club when¬ 
ever he’s in the mood to play. ■ I’m sorry. I’m just not in the 
mood to talk. [=1 do not want to talk to anyone right now] • 
“Would you like to see a movie?” “No, I’m not in the mood 
(to see a movie).” 

the mood takes you <- When the mood takes you, you have 
the feeling of wanting to do something. • She can be very 
sociable when/if the mood takes her. 

— compare 2 mood 

2 mood noun, pi moods [count] grammar : a set of forms of a 
verb that show whether the action or state expressed by the 
verb is thought of as a fact, a command, or a wish or possi¬ 
bility ■ In “I walked to school,” the verb “walked" is in the in¬ 
dicative mood. ■ the imperative/subjunctive mood — com¬ 
pare ‘mood 

mood music noun [noncount] : music that is meant to cre¬ 
ate a relaxed or romantic feeling ■ He lit some candles and 
put on some mood music. 

moody /'mu:di/ adj mood-i-er; -est [also more —; most —] 

1 a : often unhappy or unfriendly • moody teenagers ■ I 
don’t know why I get so moody sometimes, b : having 
moods that change often ■ She’s a moody woman—she can 
be happy one minute and angry the next. 

2 ; creating a certain mood or feeling ■ The room’s moody 
lighting suggested mystery and romance. • a moody painting/ 
ballad/film 

— mood-i-ly /'muidali/ adv ■ He stared moodily out the win¬ 
dow. ■ a moodily lit room — mood-i-ness /'muidinas/ 
noun [noncount] ■ Her moodiness makes her hard to get 
along with. 

moo-la or moo-lah /'mu:,la:/ noun [noncount] US slang 
: MONEY ■ They’re making major/much moola. [=a lot of 
money] 

1 moon /'mu:n/ noun, pi moons 

1 the moon or the Moon : the large round object that cir¬ 
cles the Earth and that shines at night by reflecting light 
from the sun ■ The telescope makes the craters on the sur¬ 
face of the moon incredibly clear. ■ The moon isn’t out to¬ 
night. = There’s no moon tonight. [=the moon cannot be seen 
tonight] ■ the first moon [=lunar] landing [=the first time peo¬ 
ple landed a spacecraft on the moon] ■ the orbit of the Moon 
around the Earth — see also blue moon, full moon, 

HALF-MOON, HARVEST MOON, NEW MOON 

2 [count] : a large round object like the moon that circles 


around a planet other than the Earth • Europa and Io are 
both moons of Jupiter. • a planet orbited by one moon 
ask for the moon or Brit cry for the moon informal : to ask 
for something that is very difficult or impossible to get ■ 
The striking workers say they just want to be paid what 
they’re worth. They’re not asking for the moon, 
many moons informal : a very long time ■ I visited my old 
school yesterday for the first time in many moons. • But 
that was all many moons ago. 

over the moon informal : very happy or pleased about 
something ■ She’s over the moon at being chosen for the 
award. 

promise (someone) the moon see 2 promise 
reach/shoot for the moon : to try to do or get something 
that is very difficult to do or get • an ambitious business¬ 
man who is always shooting for the moon 

— moon-less /'mumlas/ adj ■ a moonless night [=a night 
during which the moon cannot be seen] 

2 moon verb moons; mooned; moon-ing informal : to 
bend over and show your bare buttocks to someone as a 
rude joke or insult [+ obj] One of the boys mooned the 
crowd, [no obj] One of the boys mooned at the crowd. 
moon around/about [phrasal verb] Brit, informal : to move 
around slowly because you are unhappy ■ I was feeling de¬ 
pressed and just mooned about [=moped around] all day. 
moon over also US moon after [phrasal verb] moon over/al¬ 
ter (something or someone) : to spend too much time 
thinking about or looking at (someone or something that 
you admire or want very much) ■ All the girls in the class 
are mooning over the handsome new teacher. • fans moon¬ 
ing after movie stars 

moon-beam /'mu:n,bi:m/ noun, pi -beams [count] : a ray 
of light from the moon : a beam of moonlight • Moonbeams 
shone through the leaves of the trees. 

1 moon-light /'mu:n,lait/ noun [noncount] : the light of the 
moon ■ A figure appeared in the moonlight. ■ a moonlight 
cruise down the river = a cruise down the river by moonlight 
do a moonlight flit Brit, informal : to leave a place secretly 
during the night especially to avoid paying money that you 
owe 

2 moonlight verb -lights; -light-ed; -light-ing [no obj] : to 
work at a second job in addition to your regular job • She is a 
secretary who moonlights as a waitress on weekends. 

— moon-light-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

moon-lit /'mu:n,lit/ adj : lighted by the moon ■ a moonlit 
night/landscape/room 

moon-roof /'mu:n,ru:f/ noun, pi -roofs [count] chiefly US 
: a part of a roof of a car or truck that is made of glass and 
that can be opened to let air in — compare sunroof 

moon-SCape /'mu:n,skeip/ noun, pi -scapes 

1 [singular] : the way the surface of the moon looks 

2 [count] : a dry and empty place that looks like the surface 
of the moon • The valley is a desolate moonscape. 

moon-shine /'mu:n,Jain/ noun [noncount] informal 

1 chiefly US : a kind of alcohol that people make illegally ■ a 
jug of moonshine 

2 Brit : foolish or untrue words : nonsense • Everything 
they said was just a load of moonshine. 

— moon-shin-er / , mu:n,Jaina L / noun, pi -ers [count] • an 
old moonshiner [=a person who makes moonshine] 

mOOn-Struck /'mu:n,strAk/ adj • silly, foolish, or crazy es¬ 
pecially because you are in love ■ a celebrity mobbed by 
moonstruck teenage girls 

moony /'mu:ni/ adj moon-i-er; -est chiefly US, informal 
: full of romantic feelings : moonstruck ■ moony teenagers 

1 moor /'mu?/ noun, pi moors [count] : a broad area of open 
land that is not good for farming — used especially to refer 
to land in Great Britain; usually plural ■ We watched the sun 
setting over the moors. 

2 moor verb moors; moored; moor-ing : to hold (a boat or 
ship) in place with ropes or cables or with an anchor [+ obj] 
We found a harbor and moored the boat there for the night. • 
The boat was moored alongside the dock, [no obj] We need 
to find a place to moor for the night. 

Moor /'mu Trj noun, pi Moors [count] : a member of a group 
of North African Arab people who ruled parts of Spain from 
the eighth century until 1492 

— Moor-ish /'muriJV adj ■ Moorish architecture • a Moorish 
instrument 

moor-ing /'munq/ noun, pi -ings 
1 [count] : a place where a boat or ship can be anchored or 
moored ■ We found a temporary mooring in the harbor. — 
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often plural ■ We’ll be renting private moorings there for the 
summer. 

2 moorings [plural] : the anchors, ropes, and cables that are 
used to hold a boat or ship in place • The wind was strong 
enough to tear the boat from its moorings. • secure the moor¬ 
ings 

mooMand /'muatend/ noun, pi -lands : land that consists 
of moors [noncount] an area of open moorland [count] We 
hiked across the moorlands. 

moose /'mu:s/ noun, pi moose [count] : a large animal with 
very large, flat antlers that lives in forests in the northern 
part of America, Europe, and Asia — see picture at deer 
1 moot /'mu:t/ adj 

1 : not certain : argued about but not possible for people to 
prove ■ He says that they should have foreseen the accident, 
but that point is moot. [= debatable ] 

2 US : not worth talking about : no longer important or 
worth discussing ■ The court ruled that the issue is now moot 
because the people involved in the dispute have died. ■ I 
think they were wrong, but the point is moot. Their decision 
has been made and it can’t be changed now. 

2 moot verb moots; moot*ed; mooting [+ obj] formal : to 
introduce (an idea, subject, etc.) for discussion — usually 
used as (be) mooted • The idea has been mooted in Congress, 
and it should be a topic of discussion for some time. 

1 mop /'ma:p/ noun, pi mops [count] 

1 : a tool for cleaning floors that has a 
bundle of cloth or yam or a sponge at¬ 
tached to a long handle 

2 : a large amount of tangled or untidy 
hair on a person’s head • a mop of hair 

2 mop verb mops; mopped; mop-ping 

1 : to clean (a floor) with a mop [+ obj] 

The kitchen (floor) needs to be 
mopped, [no obj ] I’m almost done mop¬ 
ping. 

2 [+ obj] a : to wipe (something that is 
wet) ■ He mopped his brow (dry) with a 
handkerchief, b : to wipe (a liquid) 
from something ■ He mopped the sweat 
from/off his brow. 

mop up [phrasal verb] 1 mop (some¬ 
thing) up or mop up (something) : to 
remove (a liquid) from a surface by 
using a mop, towel, etc. • It will only mop 

take a moment to mop up the spill. • 

She used the thick bread to mop up the last of her soup. — 
sometimes used figuratively ■ The movie mopped up all the 
awards. 2 mop up or mop (something) up or mop up 
(something) informal : to do the final things that are need¬ 
ed to complete a job or task • I’m almost done with the 
project. I just need a little more time to mop up. • Just let 
me mop up [=finish] a few things and I’ll be done. ■ The bat¬ 
tle has been won. The focus is now on mopping up small 
pockets of resistance. — see also mop-up 
mope /'moop/ verb mopes; moped; mop-ing [no obj] dis¬ 
approving 

1 : to behave in a way that shows you are unhappy and de¬ 
pressed - Like a little child, he often moped when he didn’t 
get what he wanted. 

2 : to move around slowly because you are unhappy — of¬ 
ten + around or (Brit) about ■ I was feeling depressed and just 
moped around all day. ■ I spent hours just moping around the 
house. 

mo*ped /'mou,pcd/ noun, pi -peds [count] : a small motor¬ 
cycle that can be pedaled like a bicycle — see picture at mo¬ 
torcycle 

mop-pet /'mcr.pat/ noun, pi -pets [count] informal : a young 
person : child 

mop—lip /'marp.Ap/ noun [singular] informal : the actions 
that complete a job or task after the more difficult parts 
have been done ■ The project is almost done. All that’s left is 
the mop-up. — often used before another noun ■ mop-up 
duty ■ the mop-up phase of operations — see also mop up at 
2 mop 

1 mortal /'moral/ adj 

1 always used before a noun a : concerning or relating to 
what is right and wrong in human behavior ■ The church 
takes a strong stand on a number of moral [=ethical] issues. ■ 
The author avoids making moral judgments. ■ moral argu¬ 
ments • Each story teaches an important moral lesson, b 
: based on what you think is right and good ■ He felt that he 


had a moral obligation/responsibility/duty to help the poor. ■ 
He’s a man with strong moral convictions. [=a man who be¬ 
lieves strongly that some things are right and others are 
wrong] ■ We’re confident she has the moral fiber/fortitude to 
make the right decision. 

2 a [more most ~] : considered right and good by most 
people : agreeing with a standard of right behavior ■ moral 
conduct ■ Their behavior was not moral. • a moral young 
man [=a young man who tries to behave in a moral way] 

— compare amoral, immoral b : able to choose be¬ 
tween right and wrong behavior • Animals are not moral 
creatures and are not responsible for their actions. 

moral authority 4- A person, group, or organization that 
has moral authority is trusted to do what is right. • The 
scandal has undermined the government’s moral authority, 
moral support Someone who gives you moral support 
helps you by supporting or encouraging you rather than 
by giving you money or practical help. ■ She counted on 
her sisters for moral support. 

moral victory If you achieve a moral victory you do not 
win anything but you achieve something that is important 
and good. ■ Although they lost, the minority claimed the 
vote as a moral victory since they had won the support of 
so many former opponents. 

2 moral noun, pi -als 

1 [count] : a lesson that is learned from a story or an experi¬ 
ence ■ The moral of the story is to be satisfied with what you 
have. ■ the movie’s moral • The moral here is: pay attention 
to the warning lights in your car. 

2 morals [plural] ; proper ideas and beliefs about how to be¬ 
have in a way that is considered right and good by most peo¬ 
ple ■ No one questions her morals. [=no one doubts that she 
is a good person who tries to behave in a moral way] ■ So¬ 
crates was accused of corrupting the morals of the youth of 
Athens. ■ He has no morals. [=he is not a good or honest per¬ 
son] • The author points to recent cases of fraud as evidence 
of the lack of morals in the business world. ■ a person with/of 
loose morals [=a person whose behavior and especially 
whose sexual behavior is considered morally wrong by some 
people] 

mo-rale /ma'reel/ noun [noncount] : the feelings of enthusi¬ 
asm and loyalty that a person or group has about a task or 
job ■ The company has been struggling and employee morale 
is low. [=employees do not feel happy or enthusiastic about 
their work] • The team is playing well and their morale is 
high. ■ The President’s speech boosted/raised/improved the 
morale of the troops. 

mor-al-ist /'moralist/ noun, pi -ists [count] usually disap¬ 
proving : a person who has strong feelings and opinions 
about what is right and who tries to control the moral behav¬ 
ior of other people 

mor-aMs-tiC Amora'hstik /adj [more most ~] disapprov¬ 
ing : having or showing strong opinions about what is right 
behavior and what is wrong behavior ■ While a moralistic 
speech won’t convince kids not to try drugs, a story about 
people affected by drugs might. ■ a moralistic tone/attitude 
mo-ral-i-ty /ma'rselati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 : beliefs about what is right behavior and what is wrong 
behavior [noncount] the changing cultural morality ■ The 
group is calling for a return to traditional morality. ■ Chris¬ 
tian morality [count] two groups with clashing moralities 

2 [noncount] : the degree to which something is right and 
good ; the moral goodness or badness of something • The de¬ 
cision may be legally justified, but I question its morality. — 
usually + of • We discussed the morality of telling lies to pro¬ 
tect someone. 

mor-al-ize also Brit mor-ai-ise /'mor3,laiz/ verb -iz-es; 
-Ized; -iz-ing [no obj] usualty disapproving : to express be¬ 
liefs about what is good behavior and what is bad behavior • 
an essay moralizing about the evils of alcohol ■ moralizing 
judgments/statements 

- mor-al-iz-er also Brit mor-al-is-er noun, pi -ers [count] 
mor-al-ly /'morali/ adv : according to what is considered 

right and good by most people • a morally good person ■ She 
behaved in a way that was morally wrong/right. ■ She felt 
morally obligated to help. ■ He acted morally. [=in a moral 
way] ■ She seems to think she’s morally superior to the rest of 
us. ■ His behavior cannot be morally justified. 
mo-raSS /ma'raes/ noun, pi -rass-es [count] : an area of 
soft, wet ground : a marsh or swamp — usually singular ■ a 
morass of muck — usually used figuratively to refer to a 
complicated or unpleasant situation that is difficult to get 
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out of or to move through ■ a legal morass ■ trying to find our 
way through a morass of city traffic 
mor*a*tO*ri-um Amora'torijam/ noun, pi -to-ri-ums or 
-to-ria /-'torija/ [count] : a time when a particular activity is 
not allowed ■ The treaty calls for a nuclear testing moratori¬ 
um. — often + on ■ a moratorium on nuclear testing ■ City of¬ 
ficials declared a moratorium on building more houses in 
that part of the city. 

monbid /'moa'bad / adj [more most —] 

1 : relating to unpleasant subjects (such as death) ■ She has a 
morbid interest in funerals. ■ He has a morbid sense of hu¬ 
mor. ■ a morbid fascination with death • wanting to learn 
about a celebrity’s downfall out of morbid curiosity 

2 technical : not healthy or normal ■ suffering from a morbid 
condition ■ morbid obesity ■ The child has a morbid fear/hor¬ 
ror of snakes. 

— mor>bid>ly adv ■ She was morbidly fascinated with death. 
■ morbidly obese 

mondant /'moa’dnt/ adj [more most ] formal : express¬ 
ing harsh criticism especially in a way that is funny ■ a writer 
famous for her mordant humor/wit 

— mor-dant-ly adv ■ mordantly funny/witty novels 
1 more /'mo»/ adj 

1 : greater in amount, number, or size • I felt more pain after 
the procedure, not less. ■ The new engine has even more 
power. ■ You like more sugar in your tea than I do. ■ He had 
done more harm than he had intended. • More and more peo¬ 
ple [=an increasingly large number of people] are using 
e-mail these days. ■ The company has more than [=over] 2,000 
employees. [=the number of employees is greater than 2,000] 
■ Choose no/not more than three options. [=choose three op¬ 
tions or fewer] 

2 : extra or additional ■ I bought more apples. • The series 
will have five more episodes. ■ The company hired a few 
more employees. • I offered him some more coffee. ■ One 
more thing and then I’m leaving. ■ Can you say that one more 
time? ■ She wants more money. 

2 mor eadv 

1 : to a greater degree or extent ■ The shot hurt more than I 
expected. • This cake is pretty good, but I’d like it (even) 
more if it had chocolate frosting. ■ It happens more often 
than it used to. ■ The building looks more like a museum 
than a library. ■ more active/important ■ more actively/im¬ 
portantly ■ The players grew more intense as the game went 
on. ■ She wanted a more sporty car. [=a sportier car] ■ To me, 
there’s nothing more exciting than playing football. ■ She 
more closely resembles her aunt than her mother. ■ He strug¬ 
gled to find a more comfortable position. ■ a more complex 
explanation ■ It’s the same product—they’ve done nothing 
more than change the label. ■ It’s getting more and more diffi¬ 
cult [increasingly difficult] to distinguish fake diamonds 
from real ones. ■ The fact that they’d written the play them¬ 
selves made it all the more impressive. [=made it even more 
impressive] 

2 : more often or for a longer period of time ■ You need to 
help (out) with the housework more. = You need to help 
(out) more with the housework. ■ She’s a better piano player 
than I am because she practices more (than I do). • You need 
to work on it (some) more. 

3 : in addition ■ wait one day more ■ a couple of times more ■ 
What more could you ask for? 

4 — used to say that one way of describing a person or thing 
is better or more accurate than another ■ She is more an ac¬ 
quaintance than a friend. = She’s an acquaintance more than 
she is a friend. 

more like it see 3 uke 

more or less 1 : not completely but to a great degree ■ The 
clothes are more or less [=mostly] dry. ■ The problem is 
more or less [=(informal) pretty much] fixed now. • They 
were more or less willing. ■ The building remains more or 
less [-essentially] intact. ■ The business has remained more 
or less [=fairly, reasonably ] successful. 2 — used to indi¬ 
cate that a number, amount, time, etc., is not exact or cer¬ 
tain ■ The garden contains five acres, more or less. [=about/ 
approximately five acres] ■ It should take you 20 minutes, 
more or less. [=it should take you about/approximately 20 
minutes] ■ I divided it into six more or less equal parts. 
[=into six approximately equal parts] 
more than : to a great degree : very, extremely • Please 
call me anytime. I’m more than happy to help (out) in any 
way I can. <■ A clause that includes more than is often fol¬ 
lowed by another clause that gives more information or 


limits the first clause in some way. • I am more than happy 
to help you, but I’d appreciate being asked politely. ■ You 
are more than [= entirely ] welcome to stay for dinner, but 
we aren’t having anything special. 
more than a little : to a great degree : very, extremely • 
He was more than a little surprised by her decision. 
once more see 1 once 
what’s more see 3 what 

3 more pronoun : a greater number or amount ■ More [=more 
people] were found as the search continued. ■ We’re waiting 
until more [=more information] is known. • I need to spend 
less and save more. ■ You have more than everyone else. ■ I’m 
too full to eat (any) more. • If these estimates are correct, 
we’ll need much/far/even more. • It costs a little more but it’s 
worth it. • People are often willing to pay more for a better 
product. ■ We got more than we expected. ■ (We’ll have) More 
on the weather later. ■ We need 22 boxes—no more, no less. ■ 
More and more of them [=an increasingly large number of 
them] are willing to try. ■ People expect more and more from 
their computers. ■ We’ve been hearing more and more about 
this issue in recent months. 
little more than see 2 little 

more of — used to say that one way of describing a person 
or thing is better or more accurate than another ■ It’s more 
of a guess than an estimate. ■ No, I wouldn’t call the color 
red—it’s more of a maroon. 
more’s the pity see ’pity 
more than meets the eye see ‘eye 
the more the merrier see merry 

moreover /lYura'ouva 1 / adv, somewhat formal : in addition 
to what has been said • It probably wouldn’t work. Moreover 
[=.furthermore, besides, in addition], it would be very expen¬ 
sive to try it. • The cameras will deter potential criminals. 
Moreover, they will help police a great deal when a crime ac¬ 
tually is committed. 

moires /'moE^eiz/ noun [plural] : the customs, values, and 
behaviors that are accepted by a particular group, culture, 
etc. ■ social mores • society’s changing mores ■ current cultur¬ 
al/sexual mores 

morgue /'moa-g/ noun, pi morgues [count] 

1 : a place where the bodies of dead people are kept until 
they are buried or cremated • the city morgue ■ a hospital 
morgue — often used figuratively or in the phrase like a 
morgue to describe a place that is very quiet and sad ■ The 
locker room was a morgue after the team lost yet another 
game. • The locker room was like a morgue. — called also 
(chiefly Brit ) mortuary 

2 US : a place in the editorial offices of a newspaper, maga¬ 
zine, etc., where old articles and other documents are kept ■ 
old news stories found in a newspaper morgue 

moribund /'mor^hwid/ adj, formal 

1 : no longer active or effective : close to failure ■ an actor 
who is trying to revive his moribund career ■ a moribund 
economy/industry ■ The peace talks are moribund. 

2 : very sick : close to death • The patient was moribund. ■ 
moribund [=dying] trees 

Mor-mon /'mownan/ noun, pi -mons [count] : a member 
of a Christian church that was founded by Joseph Smith in 
the U.S. in 1830 : a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints 

- Mormon adj - a Mormon church - Mor-mon-ism 
/'mo»m3,nizam/ noun [noncount] 

morn /'moan/ noun, pi morns literary : morning [count] 
a frosty winter mom • early in the mom [noncount] from 
mom to night 

monvinq /'moanuj/ noun, pi -ings 
1 a : the early part of the day : the time of day from sunrise 
until noon [count] She liked to get things done early in the 
morning. ■ I worked in the yard for part of the morning. ■ I 
saw him this morning, and I’ll be meeting with him again to¬ 
morrow morning. • We have a meeting scheduled for 10 
o’clock Wednesday morning. ■ On Sunday mornings I like to 
relax and read the newspaper. ■ She arrived on the morning 
of March 18. ■ the morning after a storm ■ that night and the 
next/following morning = that night and the morning after • 
I’ll talk to you again in the morning. [=1*11 talk to you again 
early tomorrow] [noncount] It was early/late morning when 
I woke. ■ We sat around drinking coffee all morning. • We 
won’t find out until morning. • C literary ) Morning has broken. 
[=the sun has risen; it is dawn] — often used before another 
noun ■ the morning sun/light ■ my morning (cup of) coffee 
[=the coffee I drink every morning] ■ My brother is a night 
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owl/person, but I'm a morning person. [=a person who likes 
the early part of the day; a person who has the most energy 
in the morning] b [noncount] : the part of the day between 
midnight and noon * The party continued into the wee/small 
hours of the morning. [=after midnight] ■ The phone rang at 2 
o’clock in the morning. [=at 2 a.m.] 

2 — used informally to say hello to someone in the morning 
■ Morning. [=good morning ] How are you today? 
morning, noon, and night : during all times of the day : all 
the time ■ The system is operating morning, noon, and 
night. • We’ve been working morning, noon, and night 
[=many hours each day] to get the project finished on time. 
— see also mornings 

morning-after pill noun, pi ~ pills [count] : a pill that a 
woman takes after having sex so that she will not become 
pregnant 

morning coat noun, pi —' coats [count] : a type of formal 
black coat worn by men with some suits • The groom wore a 
morning coat. 

morning glory noun, pi ~ -ries [count] : a plant that has 
many brightly colored flowers that open in the morning 

— see color picture on page C6 

morn-ings /'mo^nigz/ adv : in the morning • She works 
mornings in the kitchen of a small local restaurant. • Morn¬ 
ings , I like to weed the garden. 

morning sickness noun [noncount] : a feeling of sickness 
that a pregnant woman may feel especially early in the 
morning : a feeling of nausea caused by pregnancy 

morning star noun 

the morning star : the planet Venus when it can be seen in 
the eastern sky in the early morning — compare evening 
star 

mo-ron /'mo^a:n/ noun, pi -rons [count] informal : a very 
stupid or foolish person : idiot ■ They were acting like a 
bunch of morons. ■ I can’t believe I did something so stupid. I 
feel like a complete moron. • an utter moron 

— mo-ron-ic /ma'ra.mk/ adj [more most ~] ■ That’s the 
most moronic thing I’ve ever heard. ■ moronic behavior ■ 
moronic humor — mo>ron>i-cal*ly /ma'ra.mkli/ adv ■ 
They were behaving moronically. 

mo-rose /ma'rous/ adj [more most ~] 

1 of a person : very serious, unhappy, and quiet ■ He became 
morose and withdrawn and would not talk to anyone. 

2 : very sad or unhappy ■ morose song lyrics ■ morose 
thoughts 

— mo-rose-ly adv • gazing/staring morosely at the sad scene 
■ “I lost," she said morosely. — mo-rose-ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

morph /'mo&f/ verb morphs; morphed; morph-ing 

1 of an image on a screen : to gradually change into a differ¬ 
ent image [no obj] The picture of a dog morphed into a pic¬ 
ture of a cat. [+ obj ] Using the new software, we morphed a 
picture of a dog into a picture of a cat. 

2 : to change gradually and completely from one thing into 
another thing usually in a way that is surprising or that 
seems magical [no obj] a quiet college student who has mor¬ 
phed into a glamorous actress [+ obj ] He is trying to morph 
himself into a different person. 

mor-pheme /'moa'ifiim/ noun, pi -phemes [count] linguis¬ 
tics : a word or a part of a word that has a meaning and that 
contains no smaller part that has a meaning • The word 
“pins” contains two motphemes: “pin" and the plural suffix 
“-s." 

— mor-phe-mic /mo^'fiimik/ adj 

mor-phine /'mo^fi.n/ noun [noncount] : a powerful drug 
made from opium that is used to reduce pain ■ a shot/dose of 
morphine 

mor-phol-O-gy /mo^'fculacfei/ noun, pi -gies 

1 [noncount] linguistics : the study and description of how 
words are formed in language 

2 biology a [noncount] : the study of the form and structure 
of animals and plants b : the form and structure of a plant 
or animal or any of its parts [noncount] plants with unusual 
morphology [count] plants with unusual morphologies 

— mor-pho-log-i-cal AmoafsMcucfeikal/ adj 
mor-row /'marou/ noun, pi -rows old-fashioned + literary 

1 : morning [noncount] “Good-night, good-night! parting 
is such sweet sorrow / That I shall say good-night till it be 
morrow." —Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet [count] “Many 
good morrows to my noble lord!" —Shakespeare, Richard 
III 

2 the morrow: the next day ■ We don’t know what the mor¬ 


row may bring. [=we don't know what may happen in the fu¬ 
ture] ■ We expect them to arrive on the morrow, [-tomorrow] 
Morse code /'mo»s-/ noun [noncount] : a system of send¬ 
ing messages that uses long and short sounds, flashes of light, 
or marks to represent letters and numbers 
mor-sel /'moasal/ noun, pi -sets [count] : a small piece of 
food ■ tender morsels of beef ■ bite-size morsels * She ate ev¬ 
ery morsel. ■ a tasty/delicious morsel — often used figura¬ 
tively ■ a juicy morsel of gossip 
1 mor-tal /'moa*!/ adj 

1 : certain to die ■ Every living creature is mortal. 

— opposite ‘immortal 

2 a : causing death : fatal • He suffered a mortal wound in 
the battle. ■ a mortal injury/blow — often used figuratively • 
She claims that the proposed law would deal/strike a mortal 
blow to many small businesses. [=would cause many small 
businesses to fail] synonyms see ‘deadly b : possibly 
causing death • facing mortal danger ■ two gladiators locked 
in mortal combat [=a fight that will result in the death of the 
loser; a fight to the death] c : relating to or connected with 
death ■ mortal agony — see also mortal remains at remains 

3 always used before a noun : very great or severe • She lived 
in mortal fear/terror/dread of being betrayed. [=she was very 
afraid of being betrayed] 

mortal enemy also mortal foe/rlval : someone you hate 
very much and for a long time ■ They’ve been mortal ene¬ 
mies for many years. 

— mor-tal-ly /'moa-tli/ adv ■ He was mortally [= fatally J 
wounded in the battle. • She is mortally [=(more common¬ 
ly) terminally] ill with cancer. ■ I’m mortally [: -extremely ] 
afraid of snakes. 

2 mortal noun, pi -tals [count] : a human being ■ stories about 
gods interfering in the lives of mortals ■ the troubles that 
come to ordinary mortals — often used humorously ■ He’s a 
big star now. He doesn't waste his time talking to mere/lesser 
mortals [= people ] like you and me. — compare 2 immortal 
mor-tal-i-ty /mo^'tselati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : the quality or state of being a person or thing 
that is alive and therefore certain to die : the quality or state 
of being mortal ■ The news of her cousin’s death reminded 
her of her own mortality. [=reminded her that she would also 
die some day] — opposite immortality 

2 ; the death of a person, animal, etc. [count] cancer mortal¬ 
ities [=deaths caused by cancer] [noncount] a leading cause 
of mortality 

3 [noncount] : the number of deaths that occur in a particu¬ 
lar time or place ■ a decrease in cancer mortality [=a decrease 
in the number of people dying from cancer] ■ The govern¬ 
ment is trying to reduce infant mortality. = The government 
is trying to reduce the mortality rate among infants, [^trying 
to reduce the number of infants who die each year] 

mortal sin noun, pi ~ sins [count] in the Roman Catholic 
Church : a sin (such as murder) that will result in punish¬ 
ment that lasts forever unless the person who has sinned sin¬ 
cerely confesses to God and asks to be forgiven • commit a 
mortal sin — compare venial sin 
mor-tar /'mo^/ noun, pi -tars 

1 [count] : a heavy, deep bowl in which seeds, spices, etc., are 
pounded or crushed with a heavy tool (called a pestle) 

2 [count] : a military weapon used to fire shells (sense 5a) 
high into the air at a low speed ■ fire/shoot a mortar — often 
used before another noun ■ The soldiers came under mortar 
fire. ■ a mortar attack 

3 [noncount] : a wet substance that is spread between bricks 
or stones and that holds them together when it hardens • seal 
the joints with mortar — see also brick-and-mortar, 
bricks and mortar at ‘brick 

— mortar verb -tars; -tared; -tar-ing [+ obj] • a building 
mortared with mud ■ bricks mortared together 

mor-tar-board /'moao^boa^i/ noun, pi -boards [count] 
: a hat with a flat square top that is worn for special ceremo¬ 
nies at some schools ■ The students donned robes and mor¬ 
tarboards for graduation. 

1 mort-gage /'mo^gicfe/ noun, pi -gag-es [count] : a legal 
agreement in which a person borrows money to buy proper¬ 
ty (such as a house) and pays back the money over a period 
of years ■ He will have to take out a mortgage in order to buy 
the house. ■ a 30-year mortgage • a $50,000 mortgage • They 
hope to pay off the mortgage on their home soon. — often 
used before another noun ■ a mortgage agreement/banker/ 
lender/loan • Mortgage rates are down. — see also reverse 
MORTGAGE 
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2 mortgage verb -gages; -gaged; -gag-lng [+ obj] : to give 
someone a legal claim on (property that you own) in ex¬ 
change for money that you will pay back over a period of 
years ■ She mortgaged her house in order to buy the restau¬ 
rant. 

mortgage the/your future chiefly US, disapproving : to bor¬ 
row a large amount of money that will have to be paid 
back in the future or to do something that may cause 
problems for you in the future ■ The city has mortgaged its 
future to pay for the new stadium. ■ Some critics say that 
she has mortgaged her political future on a program that is 
likely to fail. 

mort-gag-ee Amoa'gi'cfei:/ noun, pi -ees [count] law : a 
person or organization (such as a bank) that lends money to 
someone for buying property 

mort*gag*or /,mo^gi , cfeo3 i / also mort*gag*er /'moa'gicfe&/ 
noun, pi -ors also -ers [count] law : a person who borrows 
money for buying property : a person who takes out a mort¬ 
gage in order to buy property 

mor-ti-cian /moa^tiJan/ noun, pi -clans [count] US, formal 
: a person whose job is to prepare dead people to be buried 
and to arrange and manage funerals : undertaker 
mor-ti*fy / , moa*a‘,fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing [+ obj] : to 
cause (someone) to feel very embarrassed and foolish ■ Her 
behavior mortified her parents. = Her parents were mortified 
by her behavior. ■ It mortified me to have to admit that I’d 
never actually read the book. 

— mor*ti*fi*ca*tion Amoa-tafa'keijan/ noun [noncount] ■ He 
was filled with mortification when he realized his mistake. ■ 
Imagine my mortification when I realized who she was! 

— mortified adj [more most ~] ■ I was completely mor¬ 
tified when I realized who she was. — mortifying adj 
[more most ~] ■ a completely mortifying experience 

— mor-ti-fy-lng-ly adv « a mortifyingly stupid mistake 
mortis see RIGOR MORTIS 

mor-tise also Brit mor-tice /'moatas/ noun, pi -tis*es 
[count] technical: a hole that is cut in a piece of wood or oth¬ 
er material so that another piece (called a tenon) will fit into 
it to form a connection 

mortise lock or Brit mortice lock noun, pi ~ locks 

[count] chiefly Brit : dead bolt 
1 mor»tU»ary /'moa^weri, Brit 'moitfuari/ noun, pi -ar-ies 
[count] 

1 US : FUNERAL HOME 

2 chiefly Brit : morgue 1 ■ a hospital mortuary 
2 mortuary ad), always used before a noun, formal: of or re¬ 
lating to death or burial ■ mortuary ceremonies/customs/rit¬ 
uals 

mO'Sa-ic /mou'zejik/ noun, pi 

-ics 

1 : a decoration on a surface 
made by pressing small pieces of 
colored glass or stone into a soft 
material that then hardens to 
make pictures or patterns 
[count] a church decorated with 
old mosaics [noncount] a picture 
done in mosaic — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ a mosaic 
floor • mosaic glass/tiles 

2 [count] : something made up of different things that to¬ 
gether form a pattern — usually singular ■ a complex mosaic 
of islands ■ the country’s ethnic/political/religious/social mo¬ 
saic 

mo-sey /'mouzi/ verb mo-seys; mo-seyed; mo-sey-ing 

[no obj] US, informal : to walk or move in a slow and relaxed 
way ■ I think I’ll mosey (on) over to the post office and see if 
the mail has come in yet. ■ He moseyed up to the bar. 
mosey along [phrasal verb] informal : to go away : leave ■ 
I’m finished here, so I’ll just mosey along now. 
mosh /'ma:J/ verb mosh-es; moshed; mosh.ing [no obj] 
informal: to dance in a wild and rough way near the stage at 
a rock concert 

— mosh.er noun, pi -ers [count] 

mosh pit noun, pi ~ pits [count] informal: an area in front 
of a stage at a rock concert where people dance in a wild and 
rough way 

Mos-lem /'ma:zlam/ variant spelling of MUSLIM ■<>- The spell¬ 
ing Moslem is old-fashioned and is sometimes considered of¬ 
fensive. It should be avoided. 

mosque /'maisk/ noun, pi mosques [count] : a building 
that is used for Muslim religious services 



mos-qui-to /ma'skiitou/noun,pi -toes also -tos [count ]: a 
small flying insect that bites the skin of people and animals 
and sucks their blood • a swarm of mosquitoes ■ the bite of a 
mosquito = a mosquito bite 4- Mosquitoes sometimes spread 
serious diseases like malaria. — see color picture on page 
CIO 

mosquito net noun, pi ~ nets [count ]: a net that is placed 
over something (such as a bed) in order to keep out mosqui¬ 
toes 


moss /'ma:s/ noun, pi moss*es : a type of green plant that 
has very small leaves and no flowers and that grows on 
rocks, bark, or wet ground [noncount] Moss covered the 
fallen logs, [count] ferns and mosses — see also peat moss, 
SPANISH MOSS 

- moss* I Ike /'ma:s,laik/ adj - mossy /'ma:si/ adj moss- 
i*er; -est ■ a mossy roof [=a roof covered with moss] ■ 
mossy rocks/stones 

1 most /'moust/ adj 

1 : almost all: the majority of — usually used before a plu¬ 
ral noun ■ Most people believe this. ■ Most eligible voters 
went to the polls. ■ I’m afraid of most dogs, but not this one. ■ 

1 like most foods. 

2 : greatest in amount or degree ■ Choosing a color took the 
most time. ■ That family owned the most land. ■ Unfortunate¬ 
ly the negative aspects of our schools get the most attention. 
for the most part 1 : almost all or almost completely ■ 

Menu items are, for the most part, under $5. [-almost all 
the menu items cost less than $5] ■ We wanted to keep it 
simple, and I think we were successful/or the most part. 2 
— used to describe a condition or situation that usually 
exists or is true ■ Streets fill with people during the festival, 
but/or the most part [^usually, most of the time] it’s a quiet, 
sleepy town. 

2 mpSt adv 

1 : in or to the greatest degree ■ Of all the gifts he received 
that day, the book pleased him most. • What matters most to 
you? ■ The island is the most southern in the chain. ■ You’ll 
benefit most from the exercises if you do them every day. ■ 
most active/important ■ most actively/importantly ■ It’s the 
most challenging job she has ever had. 1 the most beautiful 
woman there ■ Even the most careful of us make mistakes. ■ 
the most common/popular kind ■ The report shows the inter¬ 
sections at which accidents are most likely to occur. ■ the 
most widely used treatment 

2 somewhat formal : to a great extent : very ■ He is a most 
careful driver. ■ Their argument was most persuasive. 

- compare 5 most 

3 most noun 

at most or at the most : not more than a specified amount, 
level, etc. ■ It took an hour at most. [=it took no more than 
an hour; it took an hour or less than an hour] ■ She only 
worked here for a month or two at the most. ■ It costs, at 
most , only a few dollars. ■ This is worth $10 at most, 
make the most of : to use (something) in a way that will get 
the best result ■ She was determined to make the most of 
the opportunity. 

the most : something of the greatest importance, strength, 
value, etc. ■ The most I can give you is $10. [=1 can give you 
$10, but I can’t give you more than $10] ■ Is that the most 
you can do? ■ You’ll need to make wise investments if you 
want get the most out of your money. ■ A second chance is 
the most we can hope for now. ■ He tries hard, but that’s the 
most [=all] we can say for him. [=the best thing we can say 
about him is that he tries hard] 

4 most pronoun 

1 : the largest number of people or things ■ Some people 
kept working, but most became discouraged and quit. ■ 
Some of the chairs were broken but most were in good con¬ 
dition. ■ Most (of the people) who were present voted in favor 
of the proposal. ■ Most of them will appreciate the offer. ■ 
She was more fragile than most. 

2 : the largest part of something ■ Most of it is hidden from 
view. ■ They spent most of the decade overseas. 

5 most adv, US, informal : very nearly : almost — usually 
used with the adjectives all, every, and any, the pronouns all, 
everyone, everything, everybody, anyone, anything, and any¬ 
body, and the adverbs everywhere, anywhere, and always ■ 
The cost of most everything is higher. ■ Most anyone can go. ■ 
most everywhere in the country • We’ll be arriving most any 
time now. ■ They most always skip lunch. — compare 2 most 
-most /moust/ adj suffix : in or to the greatest degree : most 
■ \r\neunost ■ outerwiart ■ top most 
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mOSt-lv /'moustliy 1 adv 

1 — used to say that a statement you are making is true or 
correct at most times or that it describes a usual situation or 
condition ■ He gets around mostly [-mainly, chiefly] by car. 
[=he usually uses a car to get around] ■ "What did you do this 
weekend?" “I worked in the yard, mostly [=1 spent most of 
my time working in the yard] ■ I concentrated mostly [= main¬ 
ly J on getting good grades when I was in college. 

2 : almost all or almost completely ■ The story was mostly ac¬ 
curate. [-most of the story was accurate] ■ The people at the 
concert were mostly older people. [=most of the people were 
older people] 

MOT Aem.oo'ti:/ noun, pi MOTs or MOT’S [count] Brit : an 
official test of all cars and other vehicles in Britain that are 
more than three years old to make sure that they are safe to 
drive — called also MOT test 

mote /'moot/ noun, pi motes [count] old-fashioned : a very 
small piece of dust, dirt, etc. ■ a mote [=speck] of dust ■ dust 
motes 

mo«tel /mou'tcl/ noun, pi -tels [count] : a place that is next 
to a road and that has rooms for people to stay in especially 
when they are traveling by car The rooms of a motel are 
usually reached directly from an outdoor parking lot. 
moth /'m a:Q/ noun, pi moths /'ma5z/ [count] : a kind of in¬ 
sect that is similar to a butterfly but that flies mostly at night 
and is usually less colorful — see color picture on page CIO; 
see also gypsy moth *❖* Some types of small moths eat holes 
in clothing. 

1 moth-ball /'maiG.ba:!/ noun, pi -balls 

1 [count] : a small ball that contains a strong-smelling chem¬ 
ical and that is used to keep moths away from stored cloth¬ 
ing 

2 mothballs [plural] — used in phrases like in/into moth¬ 
balls and out of mothballs to describe something that is 
stored without being used for a long time ■ Many ships in the 
navy’s fleet were put in mothballs after the war. ■ a computer 
system that has gone into mothballs • The old ship is being 
taken out of mothballs. — sometimes used to describe a per¬ 
son (such as a performer) who has not been seen for a long 
time ■ an old comedian who is being brought out of mothballs 
to star in a new television show 

2 mothball verb -balls; -balled; -bailing [+ obj] : to stop 
using (something) while keeping it to be possibly used in the 
future ■ Many navy ships were mothballed after the war. 
moth—eat-en /'maiG^.tn/ adj [more most ~] ! having 
holes caused by moths : eaten into by moths ■ a moth-eaten 
sweater/sofa — often used figuratively ■ a moth-eaten ^out¬ 
dated, antiquated] computer system 
1 moth-er /'nWW noun, pi -ers 

1 [count] : a female parent ■ She became a mother when she 
was in her 20s. ■ She’s the mother of three small children. ■ 
She has been like a mother to me. ■ Our dog is the mother of 
all those puppies. ■ She has always been close to her mother. ■ 
an expectant mother [=a woman who is pregnant] ■ She is a 
single mother. [=a mother who does not have a husband or 
partner] — see also birth mother, grandmother, 

QUEEN MOTHER. STEPMOTHER, SURROGATE MOTHER 

2 [count] : a woman who is thought of as being like a mother 
• She was a mother to me after my own mother died. — see 
also DEN MOTHER 

3 a [count] : a woman who invents or begins something — 
usually singular • She is regarded as the mother of an entire 
industry. ■ the mother of an important social movement b 
[singular] : a cause or origin of something ■ Some say that 
scandal is the mother of reform. 

4 [count] : mother superior — used especially as a title or 
as a form of address ■ Mother Teresa ■ Thank you, Mother. 

5 [singular] informal — used to say that something is larger, 
better, worse, etc., than all other things of the same kind ■ It 
has been described as the mother of all construction projects. 
[=an extremely large construction project] 

6 [count] US, offensive ; motherfucker ■ That guy is one 
mean mother, 

learn (something) at your mother’s knee see ‘knee 
necessity is the mother of invention — used to say that 
new ways to do things are found or created when there is a 
strong and special need for them 
— moth-er-hood /'mAba^hud/ noun [ noncount ] • She is 
looking forward to marriage and motherhood. — moth*er- 
less /'mAbates/ adj ■ Her death left three motherless chil¬ 
dren. ■ a motherless calf 
2 mother verb -ers; -ered; -er-ing [+ obj] 


1 : to give birth to (a child) ■ She mothered two sons but no 
daughters. 

2 : to be or act as mother to (someone) : to care for or pro¬ 
tect (someone) like a mother ■ He says he’s old enough to 
care for himself and he doesn’t want to be mothered. [=he 
doesn’t want to be cared for as if he were a child] 

— moth*er*ing /'mAbarii]/ noun [noncount] • a sensitive 
child who needs careful mothering — mothering adj ■ her 
mothering [-maternal] abilities/instincts 

moth-er-board /'mAba^boa-d/ noun, pi -boards [count] 
: the main circuit board of a computer 
mother country noun, pi ~ -tries [count] 

1 : the country where people who live in a colony or former 
colony came from — usually singular; usually used with the • 
The colonies rebelled against the mother country. 

2 : the country where you were born or where your family 
came from : motherland — usually singular ■ Her books 
have sold better abroad than in her mother country. — often 
used with the • an immigrant’s nostalgia for the mother coun¬ 
try 

Mother Earth noun [singular] — used to refer to the planet 
Earth as a woman or a goddess ■ to respect/worship Mother 
Earth • We must protect the resources of Mother Earth. 
mother figure noun, pi ~~ -ures [count] : an older woman 
who is respected and admired like a mother ■ Camp counse¬ 
lors are mother figures to many of the girls at the camp, 
moth-er-fuck-er /'mAba^fAka 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] chief¬ 
ly US, offensive 

1 : an annoying person or thing ■ a stupid motherfucker 

2 : a person or thing that is impressive in some way ■ He’s a 
strong motherfucker. This is one of the most offensive 
words in U.S. English and should be avoided. 

moth-er-fuck-ing /’mAda^fAkii]/ adj, always used before a 
noun, chiefly US, offensive — used to make an angry state¬ 
ment more forceful ■ a motherfucking jerk This is one of 
the most offensive words in U.S. English and should be 
avoided. 

mother hen noun, pi ~ hens [count] ; a person who wor¬ 
ries about, cares for, or watches over other people in a way 
that is annoying or unwanted ■ a football coach who fusses 
over his players like a mother hen 
Mothering Sunday noun, pi ~ -days [count, noncount] 
Brit, old-Jashioned : mother’s day 
moth-er—in—law /'mAdaranJa:/ noun, pi moth-ers—in- 
la W /'mAba'zan,la;/ [count] : the mother of your husband or 
wife 

mother-in-law apartment noun, pi ~ -ments [count] 

US : IN-LAW APARTMENT 

moth-er-land /'mAba'ilzend/ noun [count] : the country 
where you were born or where your family came from — 
usually singular ■ Although she had lived in America for 
many years, she still spoke the language of her motherland. 

— often used with the ■ The whole family wanted to return 
to the motherland. Motherland can refer to any country, 
but it is often associated especially with Russia. — compare 

FATHERLAND 

mother lode noun, pi *** lodes [count] chiefly US : the 
place where the largest amount of gold, silver, etc., in a par¬ 
ticular area can be found — usually singular ■ a gold miner 
who struck/hit the mother lode [=who found the place con¬ 
taining the largest amount of gold] — often used figuratively 
■ The library’s collection of old newspapers has proven to be 
a mother lode of information about the town’s early history, 
moth-er-ly /'mAba-li/ adj [more most —] : of a mother ■ 
She took her motherly duties very seriously. • motherly [-ma¬ 
ternal] instincts : resembling a mother ■ a motherly nurse 
: showing the affection or concern of a mother 1 motherly ad¬ 
vice 

Mother Nature noun [singular] — used to refer to the nat¬ 
ural world as if it were a woman ■ the forces of Mother Na¬ 
ture ■ an athlete whose talents are a gift from Mother Nature 
moth-er—of—pearl AmAbaTav'pa-l/ noun [noncount] : a 
hard, shiny, and smooth substance that is on the insides of 
the shells of some shellfish (such as mussels) and that is used 
to decorate objects (such as buttons) 

Mother’s Day noun, pi ~ Days [count, noncount] ; the sec¬ 
ond Sunday in May in the U.S. and the fourth Sunday in 
Lent in Britain treated as a special day for honoring mothers 
mother ship noun, pi *** ships [count] : a large ship or 
spaceship that sends out boats or smaller spaceships to ex¬ 
plore, do scientific research, etc. 
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Mother Superior noun, pi ~ -ors [count] : a woman who 
is the head of a convent ■ the watchful eye of the Mother Su¬ 
perior — often used as a form of address ■ Good morning, 
Mother Superior. — called also Reverend Mother 
mother tongue noun, pi ~ tongues [count] : the lan¬ 
guage that a person learns to speak first ■ He speaks English 
fluently but his mother tongue [=native language, first lan¬ 
guage ] is Chinese. 

mo-tif /mou'tiif/ noun, pi -tits [count] 

1 : something (such as an important idea or subject) that is 
repeated throughout a book, story, etc. 

2 : a single or repeated design or pattern ■ The wallpaper has 
a flower motif. 

1 motion /'moujan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 a : an act or process of moving : movement [noncount] 
All motion stopped. ■ She has a simple golf swing with no/lit¬ 
tle wasted motion, [count] a rocking/smooth/steady motion ■ 
planetary motions ■ the rhythmic motions of the waves — see 
also slow motion b [count] : a movement of your body or 
of a part of your body ■ He caught the ball and flipped it 
back to me in one fluid motion. ■ She made a motion ^ges¬ 
ture] to her assistant. ■ The wax should be applied using a cir¬ 
cular motion. ■ He made hand motions to get our attention. 

2 [count] a : a formal suggestion or proposal that is made at 
a meeting for something to be done ■ She made a motion call¬ 
ing for the repeal of the law. ■ Her motion was voted on. ■ She 
made a motion that the meeting (should) be adjourned. = 
She made a motion to adjourn (the meeting), b law : a for¬ 
mal request made to a court of law or judge for something to 
be done or happen ■ His lawyer filed a motion for a mistrial. ■ 
Her lawyer has filed a motion that the case (should) be dis¬ 
missed. ■ The judge denied a motion to delay the hearing. 

3 [count] Brit, medical a : an act of passing solid waste from 
the body : a bowel movement b : the solid waste that is 
passed from the body 

go through the motions : to do something without making 
much effort to do it well ■ He claimed that he was looking 
for a job, but he was really just going through the motions, 
in motion 1 : moving ■ She’s a very busy person who’s con¬ 
stantly in motion. ■ He likes taking photographs of people 
in motion. 2 ^ When something, such as a plan or pro¬ 
cess, is in motion or has been sef in motion or put in/into 
motion, it has begun and is proceeding. ■ They will be tak¬ 
ing steps to setjput the divorce proceedings in motion, [-to 
begin the divorce proceedings] ■ The plan has been put into 
motion. 

poetry in motion see poetry 

2 motion verb -tions; -tioned; -tion»ing : to make a move¬ 
ment of your hand, head, etc., that tells someone to move or 
act in a certain way [+ obj] They motioned me to come for¬ 
ward. = They motioned me forward. ■ The guard motioned us 
through the gate, [no obj] She motioned to her assistant. ■ He 
motioned (to me) with one hand while opening the door with 
the other. ■ She motioned at the empty chair beside her and 
told me to sit down. 

mo-tion-less /'moojanlas/ adj : not moving ■ He stood 
there absolutely motionless, waiting for her to speak, 
motion picture noun, pi ~ -tures [count] US : movie, 
film ■ He was given a starring role in a major motion picture. 
• the motion-picture industry 

motion sickness noun [noncount] : a feeling of sickness 
caused by the motion of a car, airplane, boat, etc. — called 
also (Brit) travel sickness 

mo-ti-vate /■mouta.veit/ verb -vates; -vat-ed; -vat-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 : to give (someone) a reason for doing something ■ No one 
knows what motivated him to act in such a violent way. * The 
company has used a number of methods to motivate its em¬ 
ployees (to work harder). — often used as (be) motivated ■ 
She said that she was motivated by a desire to help children. 

2 ; to be a reason for (something) ■ He denied that political 
pressures had motivated his decision. = He denied that his de¬ 
cision was politically motivated. [=done for political reasons] 
■ a racially motivated crime 

— motivated adj [more most ~] ■ a highly motivated em¬ 
ployee [=an employee who is eager to do work and who 
wants to be successful] — mo-ti-va-tor /’moots,veita 1 / 
noun, pi -tors [count] « The fear of failure can be a power¬ 
ful motivator. 

mo-ti-va-tion /(mouta'veijan/ noun, pi -tions 
1 [noncount] a : the act or process of giving someone a rea¬ 
son for doing something : the act or process of motivating 


someone • Some students need motivation to help them 
through school, b : the condition of being eager to act or 
work : the condition of being motivated ■ employees who 
lack motivation 

2 : a force or influence that causes someone to do something 
[noncount] His behavior seemed to be without motivation. = 
There seemed to be no motivation [= reason, motive] for his 
behavior, [count] Many people have questioned her motiva¬ 
tions in choosing to run for office at this time. 

— mo-ti-va-tion-al /(inouta'veijanj/ adj • a motivational 
speech [=a speech that is intended to motivate people] 

1 motive /'moutiv/ noun, pi -fives [count] : a reason for do¬ 
ing something ■ Their motive in running away was to avoid 
being punished. ■ I think he’s guilty of the crime. He had the 
motive, the means, and the opportunity. ■ She denied that her 
offer to help was based on selfish motives. ■ hidden/ulterior 
motives ■ making decisions based on the profit motive [=the 
desire to make a profit] — often + for ■ No one knows the 
main/real/underlying motive for his behavior. 

— mo-tive-less /'moutivlas/ adj 

2 motive adj, always used before a noun, technical : of, relating 
to, or causing motion • motive power 
mot-ley /'ma:tli/ adj [more most ~] usually disapproving 
: made up of many different people or things ■ a motley col¬ 
lection of junk ■ a motley crew/group of musicians 
mO-tO-CrOSS /'moutou,krais/ noun [noncount] : the sport 
of racing motorcycles over a rough course with many hills, 
sharp turns, etc. 

1 mo-tor /'moota-/ noun, pi -tors [count] 

1 : a machine that produces motion or power for doing 
work ■ a gasoline motor [-engine] ■ electric motors — see also 
OUTBOARD MOTOR 

2 chiefly Brit, informal + old-fashioned : car 

— mo-tor-less /'moutedas/ adj ■ a motorless lawn mower ■ a 
motorless boat 

2 motor adj, always used before a noun 

1 a : of, relating to, used in, or involving a vehicle that is 
powered by a motor (such as a car or motorcycle) ■ a motor 
mechanic/trip/accident ■ motor fuel/oil ■ motor racing/sports 
b : having a motor ■ a motor [-motorized] cart 

2 technical : of or relating to the part of the nervous system 
that controls the movement of muscles ■ motor nerves/activ¬ 
ities ■ motor areas of the brain ■ a motor reaction 

3 motor verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition 
-tors; -tored; -tor-ing [no obj] 

1 : to travel in a car : drive ■ We spent the afternoon motor¬ 
ing through the countryside. 

2 of a car, truck, etc. : to move in a specified manner or direc¬ 
tion : drive ■ The car motored slowly up the hill. 

mo-tor-bike /'mouta^baik/ noun, pi -bikes [count] 

1 US : a small motorcycle 

2 Brit : ‘motorcycle 

mo-tor-boat /'mouta^bout/ noun, pi -boats [count] : a 
boat with a motor — see picture at boat 
mo-tor-cade /'mouta^keid/ noun, pi -cades [count] : a 
group or line of cars or other vehicles that travel together ■ a 
presidential motorcade [=a line of vehicles that includes a car 
carrying the President] 

mo-tor-car /'moutajkaay noun, pi -cars [count] old- 
fashioned : CAR ■ driving an antique motorcar 
motor court noun, pi ~ courts [count] US : motel — 
used chiefly in the names of motels ■ We stayed overnight at 
the Pleasant Valley Motor Court. 

1 mo-tor-cy-cle /'mouta^saikal/ noun,pi -cy-cles [count] : a 
vehicle with two wheels that is powered by a motor and that 
can carry one or two people ■ ride (on) a motorcycle ■ a mo¬ 
torcycle race/accident — see picture on the next page 
2 motorcycle verb -cy-cles; -cy-cled; -cy-cling [no obj] 
: to ride on a motorcycle ■ He spent his vacation motorcy¬ 
cling across the country. 

— mo-tor-cy-clist /'moota^saikahst/ noun, pi -clists 
[count] ■ a law requiring motorcyclists to wear helmets 

motor home noun, pi ~ homes [count] : a type of vehicle 
that people can live and sleep in when they are traveling 

— compare mobile home 

motoring adj, always used before a noun, chiefly Brit : in¬ 
volving or relating to cars or driving ■ a motoring accident/ 
offense 

motor inn noun, pi ~ inns [count] US : motel; especially 
: a large motel — used chiefly in the names of motels • We 
stayed at the South Bridge Motor Inn. 
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mo-tor-ist /'moutsnst/ noun, pi -ists [count] : a person 
who drives a car • When our car broke down, we were 
helped by a passing motorist. • an uninsured motorist 
mo-tor-ized also Brit rno-tor-ised /'mout3,raizd/ adj 

1 : having a motor ■ motorized vehicles ■ a motorized bicycle/ 
wheelchair 

2 : using motorized vehicles « motorized troops 
mo*tor»man /'moutarnan/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] 

: a man whose job is to drive a subway train or a streetcar 
mo-tor*mouth /'mouta^mauG/ noun, pi -mouths [count] 
informal: a person who talks too much 
motor pool noun, pi ~ pools [count] : a group of vehicles 
that are available for use 

motor SCOOter noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a small vehicle 
with two wheels that is powered by a motor and that has a 
low seat and a flat area for resting your feet — called also 
scooter, see picture at motorcycle 
motor vehicle noun,pi ~ -hl-cles [count]: a vehicle (such 
as a car, truck, or motorcycle) that is powered by a motor ■ 
You can register your car at the Registry of Motor Vehicles. 
mo-tor-way /'moutajwei/ noun, pi -ways [count] Brit : a 
large highway : expressway 

mot-tled /'mcctld/ adj [more most ~]: marked with col¬ 
ored spots or areas ■ a tree with mottled leaves • mottled skin ■ 
a fabric mottled with green and yellow 
mot-to /'maitou/ noun, pi mot-toes also mot-tos [count] 
: a short sentence or phrase that expresses a rule guiding the 
behavior of a particular person or group • “Hope for the best 
and prepare for the worst" is my motto. • The Boy Scout mot¬ 
to is “Be prepared." 
mould Brit spelling of MOLD 
moulder Brit spelling of molder 
moulding Brit spelling of molding 
mou Idy Brit spelling of MOLDY 
mOU It Brit spelling of MOLT 

1 mound /'maund/ noun, pi mounds [count] 

1 : a small hill or pile of dirt or stones ■ the burial mounds of 
an ancient people 

2 : the slightly raised area of ground on which a baseball 
pitcher stands ■ the pitcher’s/pitching mound 

3 : a heap or pile of something ■ a mound of dirty laundry • a 
mound of snow ■ a mound of mashed potatoes — sometimes 
used figuratively - We have a mound of work to do. [=we 
have a lot of work to do] - an athlete who has earned mounds 
of money [=a large amount of money] 

2 mound verb mounds; mound-ed; mound-ing [+ obj] 
chiefly US 

1 : to make a pile with or of (something) ■ He mounded the 
food onto his plate. ■ The snow was mounded (up) on both 
sides of the road. [=there was a pile of snow on both sides of 
the road] 

2 : to cover (something) with a pile of something ■ His plate 
was mounded with food. [=there was a pile of food on his 
plate] ■ a desk mounded with books and papers 

1 mount /'maunt /verb mounts; mount-ed; mount-ing 
1 1+ obj] : to go or climb up (something) • mount a ladder ■ 
mount the stairs : to climb up onto (something) • mount a 
platform 


2 [no obj] : to increase in amount • Their troubles have con¬ 
tinued to mount. • The pressure mounted as the crisis contin¬ 
ued. ■ Costs can mount (up) very quickly. 

3 : to seat yourself on a horse, bicycle, etc. [+- obj] The cow¬ 
boy mounted his horse and then quickly dismounted. ■ She 
mounted her bicycle and rode away, [no obj] The cowboy 
mounted (up) and rode off. 

4 [+ obj] : to attach (something) to something for support or 
use ■ The jeweler mounted the pearl in a ring. * She mounted 
the photograph to a piece of cardboard. — often + on ■ The 
airplane’s engines are mounted on the wings. [=are attached 
to the wings] ■ He mounted a rack on the roof of his car. ■ 
The speakers were mounted on the walls. ■ He mounted a 
specimen on a slide for examination with a microscope. 

5 [+ obj] : to organize and do (something that usually re¬ 
quires the effort of many people) ■ mount an assault/attack ■ 
The police have mounted a nationwide search for the killer. ■ 
She is expected to mount a serious challenge in the coming 
election. ■ The museum is mounting an exhibition of his 
paintings. 

6 [+ obj] of a male animal : to climb onto (a female animal) 
in order to have sex 

— mounting acjj ■ The company is faced with mounting 
[= increasing ] costs. ■ mounting debts/tension/frustration 

2 mount noun, pi mounts [count] 

1 : something onto which something else is or can be at¬ 
tached ■ a lens mount [=the part of a camera where a lens is 
attached] 

2 old-fashioned + literary : a horse that is being ridden by a 
person • The cowboy got down slowly from his mount. 

- compare 3 mount 

3 mount noun, pi mounts [count] : mountain — used chief¬ 
ly in names ■ Mount Everest — compare 2 mount 
moun-tain /'mauntn/ noun, pi -tains [count] 

1 : an area of land that rises very high above the land around 
it and that is higher than a hill ■ She watched the sun set be¬ 
hind the mountains. ■ the Rocky Mountains ■ He climbed the 
mountain. ■ a cabin in the mountains - They both like moun¬ 
tain climbing. ■ mountain scenery ■ a mountain range/lake - a 
mountain man [=a man who lives in the mountains] — see 
color picture on page C7 

2 : a very large amount of something ■ We’ve received a 
mountain of mail. ■ mountains of data 

make a mountain out of a molehill see molehill 
mountain ash noun, pi ~ ashes [count ]: a small tree that 
produces red berries — called also (Brit) rowan 
mountain bike noun, pi ~ bikes [count ]: a type of bicycle 
that has a strong frame, thick tires, and straight handlebars 
and that is used for riding over rough ground 

- mountain biker noun, pi ~ -ers [count] - mountain 
biking noun [noncount] • He enjoys mountain biking. 

moun-tain-eer /imaunta'nia/ noun, pi -eers [count] : a 
person who climbs mountains : a mountain climber 

— moun-tain-eer-lng Amaunta'ning/ noun [noncount] • 
the sport of mountaineering 

mountain goat noun, pi ~ goats [count] : an animal that 
has horns and a thick white coat and that lives in the moun¬ 
tains of western North America 
mountain laurel noun, pi ~ -rels [count] : a North Amer¬ 
ican evergreen tree or bush that has shiny leaves and pink or 
white flowers 

mountain lion noun, pi ~ -ons [count ]: cougar 
moun-tain-OUS /'mauntanas/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : having many mountains ■ mountainous terrain/country/ 
land - a mountainous area/region 

2 : extremely large : huge ■ mountainous costs ■ mountain¬ 
ous waves 

moun-tain-side /‘mauntp.said/ noun, pi -sides [count] 
: the side of a mountain ■ a steep mountainside 
moun-tain-top / , mauntq l ta:p/ noun, pi -tops [count] : the 
top of a mountain ■ a snowy mountaintop 
moun-te-bank /'maunti.bsegk/ noun, pi -banks [count] 
old-fashioned + literary : a dishonest person : a person who 
tricks and cheats other people - a gang of swindlers and 
mountebanks 

mounted adj, usually used before a noun : having a horse or 
horses for riding - mounted infantry/troops ■ a mounted po¬ 
liceman 

Mount-ie /'maunti/ noun, pi -ies [count] : a member of the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
mount-ing /'mauntig/ noun, pi -ings [count] : something 
on which something else is or can be attached - a mounting 
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for an engine ■ a mounting for a diamond 
mourn /'mo»n/ verb mourns; mourned; mourn-ing 

1 : to feel or show great sadness because someone has died 
[no obj] When he dies, people throughout the world will 
mourn. [ -grieve ] — often + for «Thousands mourned for him. 
[+ obj\ She is still mourning her husband, who died last year. ■ 
Thousands of people mourned his death/passing. ■ She was 
mourned by everyone who knew her. 

2 : to feel or show great sadness or unhappiness about 
(something) [+ obj ] She mourned the loss of her youth. 1 He 
still mourns the fact that he never went to college, [no obj ] 

— usually +for ■ She mourned for her lost youth. 
mourn*er /■moaira/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who 

mourns for someone who has died; especially : a person who 
goes to someone’s funeral ■ His funeral services attracted 
hundreds of mourners. 

mourn-ful /'moa'nfal/ adj [more most ~]: full of sorrow 
: very sad ■ a mournful face ■ mournful eyes ■ a mournful 
song/occasion 

— mourn-fuMy /'moa^ifali/ adv • He spoke moumfdly. 
— mourn-ful-ness noun [noncount] 

mourn-ing /'moa^nii]/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the act of mourning for someone who has died ■ a day of 
national mourning ■ She is still In mourning for her dead hus¬ 
band. • The whole town was in mourning. ■ She went Into 
mourning for her dead husband. [=she began to mourn for 
her dead husband] 

2 ; great sadness felt because someone has died • a period of 
deep mourning 

3 : black clothing that is worn to show that you are mourn¬ 
ing for someone who has died ■ His widow was dressed in 
mourning. 

mouse /*maus/ noun, pi mice /'mais/ [count] 

T : a very small animal that has a pointed nose and a long, 
thin tail ■ The house was infested with mice and rats. ■ a field 
mouse [=a type of mouse that lives in fields] ■ a house mouse 
[=a type of mouse that lives in people’s houses] — sometimes 
used figuratively to refer to a weak, frightened, or quiet per¬ 
son ■ Stand up for your rights! What are you—a man or a 
mouse'} ! — see picture at rodent 

2 pi also mous-es : a small device that is connected to a 
computer and that you move with your hand to control the 
movement of a pointer on the computer screen ■ He moved 
the mouse to click on the icon. ■ (US) a mouse pad = (Brit) a 
mouse mat [=a small pad that a computer’s mouse rests on] 

— see picture at computer 

— see also cat and mouse 

mous-er /'maus»/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a cat that is good 
at catching mice 



mouse-trap /'mausjtrsep/ 
noun, pi -traps [count] : a 
small trap for catching mice 

mous-sa-ka /mu'scuka/ 

noun, pi -kas [count, non¬ 
count] : a Greek dish of 
ground meat (such as lamb or 
beef) and sliced eggplant 
mousse /’mu:s/ noun, pi 
mouss*es [count, noncount] 

1 : a cold and sweet food 
made with whipped cream or 

egg whites and usually fruit or chocolate ■ chocolate mousse 
■ a lemon mousse 

2 : a foamy substance that is used in styling a person’s hair ■ 
a jar of styling/hair mousse 

moustache chiefly Brit spelling of mustache 
ITlOUStachiO chiefly Brit spelling of mustachio 
mousy also mous-ey /'mausi/ adj mous-i-er; -est 

1 : shy and quiet ■ 7be movie is a fantasy about a mousy 
housewife who is transformed into a glamorous star. 

2 of hair : dull brown in color - mousy [=drab] brown hair 
1 mouth /'mauG/ noun, pi mouths /*mau5z/ 

1 : the opening through which food passes into the body 
: the part of the face that includes the lips and the opening 
behind them [count] He kissed her on the mouth. • He 
threatened to punch me in the mouth. ■ She stood there with 
her mouth agape/open. ■ I burned the roof of my mouth. ■ 
They told him to keep his mouth closed when chewing and 
not to talk with his mouth full. ■ He wiped his mouth with a 
napkin after eating. - She regretted saying it as soon as the 
words were out of her mouth. ■ The smell of the food made 
my mouth water. - "Hie candy melts in your mouth. - He says 


something stupid every 
time he opens his mouth. 

[=every time he speaks] ■ 

7be experience left a bad 
taste In my mouth. [=the 
experience left me feeling 
bad or disgusted] [non¬ 
count] The medication is 
taken by mouth. 

2 [count] : an opening in 
something — usually + of 
• the mouth of a cave/bot¬ 
tle — see also goal mouth 

3 [count] : the place where a river enters the ocean ■ the 
mouth of the river = the river’s mouth 

4 [singular] informal : an unpleasant or offensive way of 
talking ■ 77iat guy has quite a mouth on him. ■ He has a loud 
mouth. ■ He cursed and his mother angrily told him to watch 
his mouth. [=to not use offensive language] — see also big 
MOUTH, LOUDMOUTH, SMART-MOUTH 

all mouth (and no trousers/action) Brit, informal — used 
to describe someone who talks a lot about doing some¬ 
thing but never actually does it 
born with a sliver spoon In your mouth see born 
butter wouldn’t melt In someone’s mouth see ‘butter 
by word of mouth see ‘word 

down in the mouth : unhappy or depressed ■ I was sur¬ 
prised to see her looking so down in the mouth, 
foam at the mouth see 2 foam 
from the horse’s mouth see ‘horse 
froth at the mouth see 2 froth 
hand to mouth see ‘hand 
heart In your mouth see heart 

keep your mouth shut 1 : to not say anything - When he 
starts talking about politics, I just keep my mouth shut. 2 
: to not talk about something (such as a secret) ■ She told 
me to keep my mouth shut about the news. [=she told me 
not to tell anyone about the news] • I never tell him any¬ 
thing important because he doesn’t know how to keep his 
mouth shut. [=he tells other people what he has been told] 
look a gift horse In the mouth see ‘horse 
melt In your mouth see ‘melt 

mouth to feed : a person (such as a child) who needs to be 
fed ■ They can’t afford another child. They already have 
too many (hungry) mouths to feed. 

put words In/Into someone’s mouth see ‘word 

put your foot In your mouth see ‘foot 

put your money where your mouth Is see money 

run your mouth see ‘run 

shoot your mouth off see ‘shoot 

shut your mouth see ‘shut 

take the words right out of someone’s mouth see ‘word 
2 mouth /■maud/ verb mouths; mouthed; mouth-lng [+ 

obj] 

1 : to say or repeat (something) without really meaning it or 
understanding it ■ She was just mouthing the usual meaning¬ 
less platitudes about the need for reform. 

2 : to form (words) with your lips without speaking ■ The li¬ 
brarian mouthed “quiet.” ■ silently mouthing the words to a 
song 

mouth off [phrasal verb] informal : to talk in a loud, unpleas¬ 
ant, or rude way ■ He got in trouble again for mouthing off 
to his teacher. ■ She’s always mouthing off about how much 
better she could run the company herself. 

-mouthed /,mau5d/ adj : having a mouth of a specified 
type — usually used in combination with another adjective ■ 
a iaige-mouthed jar ■ big-mouthed ■ loud mouthed 
mouth-ful / l mau0,ful/ noun, pi -fuls 

1 [count] : as much as a mouth will hold ■ a mouthful of 
food/water ■ It was a delicious meal. We enjoyed every 
mouthful. 

2 [singular] informal a : a word, name, or phrase that is 
very long or difficult to say - His last name is a real mouthful. 
b US : something said that has a lot of meaning or impor¬ 
tance ■ You said a mouthful. [=1 agree with what you said; 
you said something that was entirely correct and that was 
worth saying] 

mouth organ noun, pi ~ -gans [count]: harmonica 
mouth-piece /'mau0,pi:s/ noun, pi -piec*es [count] 

1 : a part of something that is placed between or near your 
lips - the mouthpiece of a trumpet/telephone 

2 : someone who speaks for another person or for a group 
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or organization ■ He’s been acting as a mouthpiece for the 
government on questions of foreign policy. ■ The company 
has hired an attorney as a mouthpiece to answer its critics, 
mouth-to-mouth resuscitation noun [noncount] : a 
method of helping a person who is not breathing to start 
breathing again by blowing air into the person’s mouth and 
lungs — called also mouth-to-mouth 
mouth Ulcer noun, pi ~ -cers [count] : canker sore 
mouth-wash /'mauG.w*:.!/ noun, pi -wash-es [count, non¬ 
count] : a liquid that is used to clean your mouth and teeth 
and to make your breath smell better 
mouth—wa-ter-ing / l mau0|Wa:ta‘ng/ adj [more most 
~] : having a very delicious taste or appealing smell • a 
mouth-watering aroma ■ mouth-watering food 

— mouth—wa*ter*ing*ly adv • food that smells mouth- 
wateringly good 

mouthy /'mauGi/ adj mouth-i-er; -est informal : talking 
too much and often in an unpleasant or rude way ■ a mouthy 
show-off 

mov-able also move-able /'muivdbdl/ adj 

1 : able to be moved • a movable antenna/partition ■ movable 
property — opposite immovable 

2 : happening on a different date each year ■ Thanksgiving is 
a movable holiday. ■ Easter is a movable feast. [=a religious 
festival that occurs on a different date each year] 

1 move /'mu:v/ verb moves; moved; mov-ing 

1 a [+ obj] : to cause (something or someone) to go from one 
place or position to another ■ He moved the chair closer to 
the table. ■ It may be necessary to move the patient to inten¬ 
sive care. ■ The breeze moved the branches of the trees. ■ The 
knife had sunk deeply into the wood and couldn’t be moved. 
[=budged] b [no obj] : to go from one place or position to 
another ■ The boat moved [=rocked] slowly from side to side 
as the wind rose. ■ The branches moved gently in the breeze. 

2 a : to cause (your body or a part of your body) to go from 
one position to another [+ obj] She was unable to move her 
legs. ■ Nobody moved a muscle. [=nobody moved at all; ev¬ 
eryone was very still] [no obj ] The dancers moved gracefully. 
■ Nobody moved. • She was so frightened that she could hard¬ 
ly move. ■ I moved over so that she could sit next to me. b 
[no obj] : to go or walk from one place to another ■ We 
moved into the shade. ■ The police were moving through the 
crowd telling people to move toward the exit. ■ People were 
moving (about/around) freely. ■ We could hear someone 
moving around upstairs. ■ move along ■ They moved closer to 
each other and spoke in whispers. 

3 [+ obj] a : to cause (something) to go to a specified place 
or to proceed in a specified way ■ The records show that she 
moved large amounts of money to a foreign bank account. ■ 
He lacks enough support to move his proposals through the 
legislature, b : to cause (something) to happen at a differ¬ 
ent time • The meeting has been moved [=changed] to this af¬ 
ternoon. 

4 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to go to a dif¬ 
ferent and usually higher position [no obj] The team has 
moved into second place. ■ She has been steadily moving up 
the corporate ladder. ■ Congratulations on your promotion. 
It’s nice to see how you’re moving up in the world. [+ obj] A 
win will move the team into second place. 

5 a : to go to a different place to live [no obj] We’ve had to 
move twice in the past year. - He didn’t like small towns and 
decided to move to the city. ■ We’re planning to move into a 
new apartment. ■ He moved (away) with his family to Cali¬ 
fornia. [+ obj] He moved his family to California. • (Brit) 
We’ve had to move house twice in the past year, b : to go 
to a different place to work or do business [no obj] The 
company is moving from New York to Chicago. [+ obj] The 
company is moving its offices from New York to Chicago. 

— see also moving 3 

6 [+ obj] a : to affect the feelings of (someone) : to cause 
(someone) to feel an emotion and especially sadness or sym¬ 
pathy • The sad story of his childhood moved us deeply. • I 
was greatly moved by his story/kindness. ■ He’s not easily 
moved to anger. [=he does not become angry easily] ■ His sto¬ 
ry moved us to tears. [=it affected us so strongly that we 
cried] — see also moving 2 b : to cause (someone) to act 
or think in a specified way — followed by to + verb ■ The re¬ 
port moved [= persuaded] me to change my mind. ■ His argu¬ 
ments moved them to reconsider the plan. ■ I felt moved 
[=compelled] to speak. C : to cause (someone) to feel or 
think in a different way ■ We were unable to move him from 
his convictions. ■ He would not be moved. 


7 [no obj] : to take action : act • We need to move quickly to 
close this deal. ■ He was waiting for the right time to move 
against his enemies. ■ She hasn’t yet moved on their recom¬ 
mendations. ■ We must move [-proceed] very carefully to 
avoid offending them. 

8 a : to formally make a suggestion or proposal at a meeting 
[no obj] — + for ■ She moved for an adjournment. (+ obj] She 
moved to adjourn the meeting. = She moved that the meeting 
be adjourned, b [no obj] law : to make a formal request to a 
court of law or judge for something to be done or happen — 
+for • His lawyer moved for a mistrial. • The plaintiff moved 
for a retrial. 

9 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
make progress ■ The plot of the novel moves [=develops] 
slowly. • They’re moving closer to making a decision. 

10 informal : sell [+ obj] a store that moves a lot of mer¬ 
chandise [no obj] The products have been moving slowly. 

11 [no obj] informal : to go fast ■ When the police car passed 
us it was really moving. 

12 [no obj] : to spend time with a particular group of people 
or at a particular level of society ■ She moves in high circles. 
I=she is friendly with wealthy and powerful people] ■ She and 
her sister move in very different circles. [=they are friendly 
with very different groups of people] 

13 [no obj] informal : to leave a place ■ It was getting late and 
I thought it was time to be moving. [ =going] 

14 : to cause a piece in a game (such as chess or checkers) to 
go from one place to another [+ obj] He moved a pawn, [no 
obj] It’s your turn to move. 

as/when the spirit moves you see 'spirit 
get moving informal : to start moving or going quickly ■ We 
need to get moving [=hurry] or we’ll miss the show. 
move ahead/along 1 : to make progress ■ The project is fi¬ 
nally starting to move ahead. 2 : to go on to something 
else ■ Let’s move along [=move on] to the next item. 
move heaven and earth : to work very hard to do some¬ 
thing ■ He vowed that he would move heaven and earth to 
finish the project on schedule. 

move in [phrasal verb] 1 ; to start living in a house, apart¬ 
ment, etc. ■ I remember when our neighbors first moved in. 
• He’s planning to move in with his girlfriend. 2 move in 
on (someone or something) : to move closer or nearer to 
(someone or something that you are trying to reach, get. 
etc.) ■ The police moved in on [=closed in on] the wanted 
criminal. • The police moved in on the criminal’s hideout. ■ 
The lion was moving in on its prey. — often used figura¬ 
tively ■ Our competitors are trying to move in on our terri¬ 
tory. [=trying to get control of our territory] - He was try¬ 
ing to move in on my girlfriend. [=trying to take my 
girlfriend from me] 

move it US. informal : to start moving or going quickly ■ 
We’d better move it if we don’t want to be late. 
move on [phrasal verb] : to go on to a different place, sub¬ 
ject, activity, etc. ■ Let’s put that issue aside and move on. ■ 
We should move on [-move ahead] to the next item on the 
list. ■ After 10 years working for one company, she felt it 
was time to move on to a new job. 
move out [phrasal verb] : to leave your house, apartment, 
etc., and go to live somewhere else - He was 20 when he 
moved out of his parents' house. ■ Her lease ends next 
month, so she’ll have to move out (of her apartment) soon. 
2 move noun, pi moves [count] 

1 : an act of moving your body or a part of your body 
: movement ■ fancy dance moves ■ He made a sudden move 
that scared away the squirrel. ■ an athlete who has some 
good moves • No one made a move toward the exits. [=no one 
moved toward the exits] ■ The policeman warned him not to 
make any false moves. ■ He was afraid to make a move. 

2 : an action • The police are watching his every move. = The 
police are watching every move he makes. [=the police are 
watching everything he does] ■ No one is sure what his next 
move will be. ■ He was waiting for her to make the first move. 
[=to act first] 

3 : the act of moving to a different place ■ He’s preparing for 
his move to California. 

4 : something done to achieve a desired result or goal ■ Start¬ 
ing her own business was a risky/bold move. • In a move to 
attract new customers, the company has decided to devote 
more money to advertising. ■ a smart/wise move ■ a good ca¬ 
reer move [=something done to help a person’s career] 

5 : an act of moving a piece in a game (such as chess or 
checkers) ■ the opening moves in a game of chess ■ It’s your 
move. [=tum] 
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get a move on informal : to start moving or going quickly ■ 
We’d better get a move on if we don’t want to be late. 
make a move Brit, informal : to leave a place • It’s been a 
lovely evening, but it’s time we were making a move, 
on the move 1 : moving or going from place to place ■ As 
a young man, he was always on the move. 2 : making 
progress ■ After a slow start, the project is finally on the 
move. • a civilization on the move 
put the moves on US, informal : to do or say things in an 
effort to start a sexual relationship with someone ■ He ac¬ 
cused me of trying to put the moves on his girlfriend. 
move«ment /'muivmsnt/ noun, pi -merits 

1 a : the act or process of moving people or things from one 
place or position to another [noncount] He developed an ef¬ 
ficient system for movement of raw materials to the factory. 
[count] troop movements b : the act of moving from one 
place or position to another [noncount] increased cell move¬ 
ment [count] studying the movement s of the planets C : the 
act of moving your body or a part of your body [noncount] 
We wore loose clothes to allow for easier movement. • free¬ 
dom of movement [count] the graceful movements of a danc¬ 
er • careful and precise movement's • muscle/hand/eye move¬ 
ments 

2 movements [plural] : a person’s actions or activities ■ The 
police have been keeping a careful record of his movements. 

3 [count] a : a series of organized activities in which many 
people work together to do or achieve something 1 She start¬ 
ed a movement [= campaign ] for political reform. 1 There’s a 
movement afoot to rename the town. • a book about the his¬ 
tory of the civil rights movement b : the group of people 
who are involved in such a movement ■ They joined the anti¬ 
war/peace/feminist movement. 

4 a : a noticeable change in the way people behave or think 
[count] There has been a movement back to more therapeutic 
treatments of mental disorders in recent years, [noncount] 
There has been some movement to more therapeutic treat¬ 
ments. b : a noticeable change in a situation [noncount] 
There hasn’t been any movement in the negotiations. [=the 
negotations have not progressed] [count] There has been a 
movement [=tendency ] toward lower prices in the housing 
market recently. [=prices have been going lower in the hous¬ 
ing market recently] 

5 [count] music : a main section of a longer piece of music ■ 
the first movement of the symphony 

6 [count] medical : an act of passing solid waste from the 
body — called also bowel movement 

mov-er / l m\r.v9-/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : someone or something that moves in a certain way ■ a 
slow/fast mover 

2 : a machine that moves people or things from one place to 
another ■ an earth mover [=a machine that is used to move 
large amounts of soil] — see also people mover 

3 US : a person or company that moves furniture and other 
possessions from one home or place of business to another ■ 
a furniture mover [-(Brit) remover] 

movers and shakers : people who are active or powerful in 
some field * the movers and shakers of the computer indus¬ 
try ■ political movers and shakers 
mov*ie /'mu:vi /noun, pi -ies chiefly US 

1 [count] : a recording of moving images that tells a story 
and that people watch on a screen or television ■ He’s mak¬ 
ing a movie [-film, motion picture] about growing up in a 
small town. ■ a Hollywood movie • We went to (see) a movie 
after dinner. ■ Do you want to rent a movie [=rent a video or 
DVD] tonight? ■ an action movie ■ a horror movie — often 
used before another noun ■ a movie star/producer/director ■ 
a movie camera/studio ■ the movie business/industry ■ a mov¬ 
ie critic/review • a movie house/theater — see also home 
movie 

2 the movies a : a showing of a movie in a theater ■ We are 
going to the movies tonight. [=we are going to see a movie 
tonight]; also : a movie theater ■ What’s (playing/showing) at 
the movies ? b : the business of making movies : the film 
industry ■ He wants to work in the movies. ■ a career in the 
movies 

moV'ie-go-er / l mu:vi l gow3 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] chiefly 
US : a person who goes to a theater to watch movies 
moV‘ie*mak-er /'muiv^meika 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] chief¬ 
ly US : a person who makes movies : filmmaker 
— mov*ie*mak*lng /'murvi.meikirj/noMn [noncount] • a tal¬ 
ent for moviemaking 

moving adj 


1 : changing place or position ■ a moving target ■ the ma¬ 
chine’s moving parts 

2 [more most —]: having a strong emotional effect: caus¬ 
ing feelings of sadness or sympathy • a moving story of a 
faithful dog ■ The tribute was very moving, [-touching] • He 
gave a moving speech at the memorial service. 

3 always used before a noun : relating to the activity or pro¬ 
cess of moving to a different place to live or work ■ moving 
expenses 

moving force/spirit : someone or something that causes 
something to happen ■ one of modem sculpture’s moving 
spirits ■ He has been the moving force/spirit behind the 
project from the beginning. 

— movdngdy adv • He spoke movingly at the memorial ser¬ 
vice. 

moving picture noun, pi ~ -tures [count] old-fashioned 

: MOVIE 

moving staircase noun, pi ~ -cases [count] old- 

fashioned : ESCALATOR 

moving van noun, pi ~~ vans [count] US : a large vehicle in 
which furniture and other things are moved from one home 
or building to another — called also (Brit) removal van 
1 mow /'mou/ verb mows; mowed; mowed or mown 
/'moon/; mow-lng [+ obj] : to cut (something, such as grass) 
with a machine or a blade ■ mow the grass ■ mow hay ■ mow 
the lawn [=cut the grass that grows on the lawn] 
mow down [phrasal verb] mow (someone) down or mow 
down (someone) informal : to kill or knock down (a per¬ 
son or many people) in a sudden and violent way ■ The sol¬ 
diers were mowed down by machine guns. ■ The car mowed 
down four pedestrians. 

— mow-er /'mows 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

2 mow noun, pi mows [count] informal : an act of mowing 
something (such as a lawn) ■ The lawn needs a mow. [=needs 
to be mowed] 

moX*ie /'mcuksi/ noun [noncount] US, informal + old- 
fashioned 

1 : the ability to be active : energy ■ full of moxie [=pep] 

2 : courage or determination ■ He showed a lot of moxie in 
questioning the policy. 

m0Z*za*rel«la /,ma:ts3'rcl3/ noun [noncount] : a soft Italian 
cheese that has a mild flavor 
MP /'em'pi:/ noun, pi MPs [count] 

1 : a member of the military police 

2 Brit : an elected member of Parliament 
mpg abbr miles per gallon ■ a car that gets 30 mpg 
mph abbr miles per hour ■ a car traveling 60 mph 
MP3 Acn^pk'Ori:/ noun, pi MP3s 

1 [noncount] : a computer format for creating sound files 
(such as songs) that are much smaller than standard sound 
files — often used before another noun ■ MP3 files ■ an MP3 
player [=a device that stores and plays songs in the MP3 for¬ 
mat] 

2 [count] : a computer file (such as a song) in the MP3 for¬ 
mat 1 downloading MP3s off the Internet 

Mr. (US) or Brit Mr /'mista 1 / noun 
la — used as a title before the name of a man ■ Mr. Doe ■ 
How are you, Mr. Jones? • Mr. John Doe — compare mis¬ 
ter; see also Messrs, b — used as a title when speaking to 
a man who has an honored position or office ■ “It’s an honor 
to meet you, Mr. President/Chairman.” 

2 a — used as part of a title for a man who has won a con¬ 
test “ Mr. Universe b — used to refer to a man who is very 
successful and famous for a particular activity (such as a 
sport) or who has a particular quality ■ He came to be known 
as Mr. Baseball. ■ She thinks her boyfriend is Mr. Wonderful. 
[=she thinks her boyfriend is wonderful] 

Mr. Big (US) or Brit Mr Big noun [singular] informal : a very 
powerful or important man; especially : the leader of a group 
of criminals 

MRI /iem,aa ,l, ai/ noun, pi MR Is medical 

1 [noncount] : magnetic resonance imagino ■ an MRI 
machine/scanner 

2 [count] : a procedure in which magnetic resonance imag¬ 
ing is used ■ He had an MRI (done) on his knee. 

Mr. Nice Guy (US) or Brit Mr Nice Guy noun [singular] in¬ 
formal : a man who treats people kindly : a nice man — 
used chiefly in the phrase no more Mr. Nice Quy • Pm tired of 
the way they treat me. From now on, no more Mr. Nice Guyl 
[=I’m not going to be nice to them from now on] 

Mr. Right (US) or Brit Mr Right noun [singular] informal : a 
man who would be the best husband for a particular woman 
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■ She’s still looking for Mr. Right. [=the perfect man for her to 
marry] 

MTS. (US) or Brit Mrs Anisaz/ noun 
la — used as a title for a married woman ■ Mrs. Smith ■ Mrs. 
Jane Smith ■ Mrs. Robert Smith [=the wife of Robert Smith] 
— compare miss, ms. b — used as a title when speaking to 
a married woman who holds an honored position or office • 
“It’s an honor to meet you, Mrs. [=(more commonly) Mad¬ 
am ] President/Chairman.’’ 

2 a — used as part of a title for a married woman who has 
won a contest ■ Mrs. America b — used to refer to a mar¬ 
ried woman who is very successful and famous for a particu¬ 
lar activity (such as a sport) or who has a particular quality ■ 
She has come to be known as Mrs. Golf. ■ He thinks his wife 
is Mrs. Wonderful. [=he thinks his wife is wonderful] 

MS. (US) or Brit Ms /'miz/ noun — used as a title before a 
woman’s name instead of Miss or Mrs. • Ms. Smith ■ Ms. Jane 
Smith Ms. can be used whether or not a woman is mar¬ 
ried. — compare miss, MRS. 

MS abbr 1 Mississippi 2 multiple sclerosis 
MSG Aen^es'cfci:/ noun [noncount] : monosodium 
GLUTAMATE 

MT abbr 1 Montana 2 mountain time 

1 fflUCh /'mAtf/ adj : large in amount or extent : not little ■ 

Much research [=a lot of research] was carried out. ■ Fixing 
the problem will require much effort. [=a lot of effort] ■ The 
project is taking too much time. [=is taking more time than it 
should] ■ I can’t believe that we spent so much money. 
[=such a large amount of money] — often used in questions 
and in negative statements • How much money do you have? 

■ Was there much food at the party? ■ He doesn’t know much 
French. ■ There wasn’t much more that we could do. ■ It 
doesn’t cost much money. ■ There isn’t much difference be¬ 
tween them. ■ The clerk wasn’t much help. [=was not very 
helpful] ■ There wasn't much doubt about who would win. 

a bit much see ‘bit 
never so much as see never 

so much — used for emphasis • The house burned like so 
much paper. [=it burned as if it were made of paper] ■ The 
explanation sounded like so much nonsense. [=it sounded 
like a lot of nonsense] 

too much 1 : too difficult to accept or deal with ■ Working 
two jobs was too much (for him). 2 informal : very unusu¬ 
al in either an enjoyable or annoying way ■ I can’t believe 
the way he talks. That guy is too much. ■ We laughed so 
hard. It was just too much. 

2 much adv 

1 a : to a great degree or extent • I’m feeling much better. ■ 
much happier/prettier/wealthier ■ The new car is much bet¬ 
ter on gas mileage. • They both talk too much. ■ Thank you 
so/very much for your help, b : very, extremely ■ He is 
much interested in the project. ■ They were much pleased by 
the compliment. ■ some much-needed repairs ■ a much- 
deserved vacation ■ He’s not much good at golf. [=he plays 
golf badly; he is not a good golfer] c : frequently, of¬ 
ten ■ She doesn’t visit her family much. ■ Do you travel 
much ? d : by a long time ■ He didn’t arrive much before 
noon. [=he didn’t arrive until almost noon] 

2 : very nearly ■ The town still looks much [essentially] the 
way it did years ago. * The town looks much the same. ■ We 
came to much the same conclusion. ■ We left the house much 
as we found it. 

as much : the same ■ I helped her through the divorce—I 
know she would do as much for me. [=1 know that she 
would help me if I were going through a divorce] ■ He likes 
baseball but he likes hockey just as much. ■ “Where is he?’’ 
“He’s still at home.’’ “/ thought as much." [=1 thought so; 
that is what I thought] 

as much as 1 — used to say that two things are equal in 
amount or degree • He likes hockey as much as he likes 
basketball. [=he likes hockey and basketball equally] 2 
: almost — used to say that someone came very close to 
doing something ■ He as much as admitted his guilt. 
much as : although ■ She knew the truth, much as [even 
though] she wanted to deny it. 
much less see 2 less 
pretty much see 2 pretty 
so much as see ‘so 
so much the better see 3 better 

very much — used for emphasis ■ She is very much [entire¬ 
ly, decidedly] in control of the situation. ■ The company is 
still very much an important part of the community. 


3 much pronoun 

T : a large amount ■ Much that was said is false. ■ We all 
learned much [=a lot] from this experience. ■ He gave away 
much of what he owned. ■ Not much is known about his 
childhood. ■ She did much to improve the city. • Do you see 
much of your family? [=do you see your family often?] ■ 
She’s trying to do too much. [=trying to do more than she 
should] 

2 : something that is important or impressive — used in neg¬ 
ative statements ■ There was some food there, but it wasn’t 
much. [=there was not much food] ■ The evidence didn’t 
amount to much. [=there was not much evidence] ■ Her con¬ 
tributions didn’t add up to much. [=her contributions were 
not important] ■ Before the renovations, the house was not 
much to look at. [=was not attractive] 

as much as — used to say that an amount is as large as an¬ 
other amount ■ She earns as much as he does. 
make much of see ‘make 

not much of a — used to say that someone or something is 
not very good ■ He’s not much of a cook. [=he's not a very 
good cook] ■ It wasn’t much of a vacation. 
not much on : not known for, good at, or interested in 
(something) • He’s not much on looks. [=he is not very at¬ 
tractive] ■ She’s not much on studying. [=she does not like 
to study] 

not think much of see ‘think 
so much see ‘so 

1 muck /'mAk/ noun [noncount] informal 

1 : wet dirt or mud ■ Clean that muck off your shoes. 

2 chiefly Brit : solid waste from farm animals : manure 

3 informal: something that is disgusting • How can they ex¬ 
pect us to eat this muck ? [-garbage, junk] 

make a muck of something Brit, informal : to do some¬ 
thing badly or with many mistakes ■ He’s made a muck of 
things. 

— mucky /'niAki/ ad) muck«i»er; -est ■ mucky shoes 
2 muck verb mucks; mucked; muckdng 

muck about/around [phrasal verb] Brit, informal 1 : to 
spend time doing things that are not useful or serious : to 
waste time ■ We just mucked about [-messed around] all af¬ 
ternoon. 2 muck about/around with (something) : to use 
or do (something) in a way that is not very serious ■ She 
spent the evening mucking around with [= fooling around 
with] the computer. 3 muck (someone) about/around : to 
be unfair or dishonest with (someone) : to lie to or cheat 
(someone) ■ I want them to stop mucking me around. ■ He’s 
tired of being mucked about. [=(US) jerked around] 
muck in [phrasal verb] Brit, informal: to help out especially 
by doing work • muck in [-pitch in] with the hard work 
muck out [phrasal verb] muck (something) out or muck out 
(something) informal : to clean (the place where a farm an¬ 
imal lives) : to remove animal waste and dirty hay, saw¬ 
dust, etc., from (a place, such as a bam) ■ We went to the 
bam to muck out [=clean out] the stalls. 
muck up [phrasal verb] muck (something) up or muck up 
(something) chiefly Brit, informal 1 : to make (something) 
dirty ■ Take those dirty shoes off before you muck up the 
floor. 2 : to spoil or ruin (something): to make mistakes 
in doing or making (something) ■ He mucked up [^messed 
up] the speech. = He mucked the speech up. ■ I mucked up 
my first attempt and had to try again. 

muck-rak-er / l mAk,reikay noun, pi -ers [count] : someone 
(such as a reporter) who tries to find embarrassing or shock¬ 
ing information about famous people 

— muck-rak-ing / l mAk,reikiij/ noun [noncount] ■ a journal¬ 
ist accused of muckraking — muckraking adj ■ a muck¬ 
raking journalist 

mu*COUS membrane /'mjurkas-/ noun, pi -branes 

[count] : a thin, wet layer of skin that is inside some parts of 
the body (such as the nose and throat) and that produces 
mucus 

mu-CUS /‘mju.kas/ noun [noncount] : a thick liquid that is 
produced in some parts of the body (such as the nose and 
throat) 

mud /'mAd/ noun [noncount] : soft, wet dirt ■ He tracked 
mud into the house. ■ His shoes were covered with mud. = 
His shoes were caked in/with mud. ■ The car was stuck in the 
mud. 

as dear as mud informal : very difficult to understand 
: not clear at all ■ The explanation was as clear as mud. 
drag someone’s name through the mud see ‘drag 
sling/throw mud chiefly US : to publicly say false or bad 
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things about someone (such as a political opponent) in or¬ 
der to harm that person’s reputation ■ The candidates 
started slinging mud (at each other) early in the campaign. 
— see also mudslinging 

your name is mud informal If your name is mud people 
do not like or trust you. ■ The scandal ruined his reputa¬ 
tion and now his name is mud. 

1 mud-dle f l m\d\/ verb mud-dles; mud*dled; mud*dling 

[+ obj\ 

1 : to cause confusion in (someone or someone’s mind) — 
often used as (be) muddled ■ a mind muddled by too much 
advice 

2 : to mix up (something) in a confused way ■ muddle the 
household accounts ■ I always get their names muddled (up) 
[-mixed up] in my mind. 

muddle along [phrasal verb] informal : to think, act, or pro¬ 
ceed in a confused way or without a plan ■ She muddled 
along for a few years before going to college. 
muddle through [phrasal verb] informal : to do something 
without doing it very well or easily ■ I had a hard time with 
the class, but somehow I muddled through, [-got by] ■ We 
won’t have much money but we’ll muddle through [= man¬ 
age ] somehow. 

— muddled adj [more most —] • a muddled story ■ The in¬ 
structions were so muddled [=confused, confusing] that we 
couldn’t follow them. 

z muddle noun [singular] 

1 a : a state of confusion or disorder ■ Her thoughts were In 
a muddle. [=she was very confused] ■ His papers were in a 
muddle. ■ ( chiefly Brit ) They got in/into a muddle over the 
train schedule, b : a situation or mistake caused by confu¬ 
sion ■ There’s been a bit of a muddle [=mix-up] about the 
plan. 

2 : a confused mess ■ His mind was a muddle. : a disordered 
mixture ■ a muddle of documents 

1 mud*dy /'mAdi /adl mud-di-er; -est 

1 : filled or covered with mud ■ a muddy pond ■ His shoes 
were muddy. 

2 : similar to mud ■ a muddy color ■ muddy coffee 

3 : not clear or bright: dull or cloudy ■ a muddy complexion 
■ The recording sounded muddy. 

4 : unclear in thought or meaning ■ muddy thinking ■ The 
facts in the case are muddy. 

2 muddy verb -dies; -died; -dy-ing [+ obj] : to make (some¬ 
thing) muddy: such as a : to cover (something) with mud ■ 
His shoes were muddied. ■ The flooding muddied the roads, 
b : to make (a color) cloudy or dull ■ She muddied the color 
by adding some brown, c : to cause (something) to become 
unclear or confused ■ muddying the line between fact and 
fiction ■ The debate further muddied the issues. 
muddy the waters : to make something more complicated 
or difficult to understand ■ The latest study muddies the 
waters by suggesting an alternate explanation, 
mud flap noun, pi flaps [count]: a sheet of thin material 
that hangs behind a wheel of a vehicle and that stops mud 
and water from hitting the vehicle or other vehicles 
mud-guard /'mAdigaa-d/ noun, pi -guards [count] 

1 US : MUD FLAP 

2 Brit : fender 2 

mud-room /'mAd^uim/ noun, pi -rooms [count] US : a 
room at an entrance to a house where people can leave wet 
or dirty shoes and clothing 

mud-slide /*niAd,slaid/ noun, pi -slides [count] : a large 
mass of wet earth that suddenly and quickly moves down the 
side of a mountain or hill ■ The heavy rain triggered a mud¬ 
slide. 

mud-Sling-ing /'niAd,slii)iij/ noun [noncount] : the act or 
practice of publicly saying false or bad things about some¬ 
one (such as a political opponent) in order to harm that per¬ 
son’s reputation ■ a campaign marred by mudslinging on 
both sides 

— mud-sling-er / l mAd,slii)a i / noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a polit¬ 
ical mudslinger 

1 muff /'mAf/ noun, pi muffs [count] : a warm covering for 
your hands that is shaped like a tube with open ends in 
which both hands may be placed — see also earmuff 
2 muff verb muffs; muffed; muff-ing (+ obj] itformal : to 
make a mistake in doing or handling (something) : botch ■ 
She muffed the speech. ■ He muffed his chance for a promo¬ 
tion. ■ TTie outfielder muffed an easy catch, 
muf-fin /'mAfan/ noun, pi -fins [count] 

1 : a small bread or cake that is usually eaten at breakfast ■ a 


blueberry/bran/com muffin — see picture at baking 
2 Brit : English muffin 

muf-fle /‘mAfal /verb muf-fles; muf-fled; muf-fling [+obj] 

1 : to make (a sound) quieter ■ They tried to muffle the noise. 
: to decrease the noise made by (something) ■ muffle ^sup¬ 
press] a cough ■ I could hear their muffled voices from the 
next room. ■ a muffled cough 

2 chiefly Brit : to wrap or cover (someone or something) in 
clothing or cloth for warmth or protection ■ She was muffled 
(up) in a huge overcoat. 

muf-fler noun, pi -flers [count] 

1 US : a device that is attached to the engine of a vehicle to 
make it quieter — called also C Brit) silencer, see picture at 

CAR 

2 : a piece of cloth worn around your neck to keep it warm 
:SCARF 

1 mug /'mAg/ noun, pi mugs [count] 

1 a : a large drinking cup with a handle ■ 
a collection of coffee mugs • a beer mug 
b : the liquid that is contained in a mug ■ 

He drank a mug of coffee. 

2 slang : the face or mouth of a person ■ 
his ugly mug 

3 Brit, informal : a foolish person who is 
easily tricked : patsy ■ They’re taking 
you for a mug. ■ Drinking and driving is 
a mug’s game. [=something that only a 
foolish person would do] 

2 mug verb mugs; mugged; mug-ging 

1 [+ obj] : to attack and rob (someone) ■ He was mugged 
(when he was) walking home from work. 

2 [no obj] chiefly US: to act or pose in a silly way or make sil¬ 
ly facial expressions especially to attract attention or when 
being photographed — usually + for • She was mugging for 
the camera. ■ mugging for the crowd 

mug up [phrasal verb] mug up or mug (something) up or 
mug up (something) or mug up on (something) Brit, infor¬ 
mal : to study or try to learn a lot of information quickly 
for a test, exam, etc. ■ He’s going to mug up for the exam. ■ 
She had better mug up before she interviews him. ■ He 
mugged up on his French for the trip, 
mug-ger /'mAga•/ noun, pi -gers [count] : a person who at¬ 
tacks and robs another person : a criminal who mugs some¬ 
one ■ The police arrested the mugger. 
mugging noun, pi -gings : the act of attacking and rob¬ 
bing someone : the act of mugging someone [count] There 
have been several muggings in the park recently, [noncount] 
The park has had an increased rate of mugging recently, 
mug-gins /'mAganz/ noun [singular] Brit, itformal : a fool¬ 
ish person who is easily tricked — usually used to refer to 
yourself ■ He left early and muggins here was left to finish the 
job. 

mug-gy /'mAgi/ adl mug-gi-er; -est : unpleasantly warm 
and humid ■ a muggy day in August ■ It’s very muggy out to¬ 
day. ■ muggy weather 

mug Shot noun, pi ~ shots [count] : a photograph of 
someone’s face; especially : a photograph taken by the police 
of someone who has been arrested 
mu-lat-to /ma'ketou, ma'laitou/ noun, pi -toes or -tos 
[count] old-fashioned + often offensive : a person with one 
black and one white parent 

mul-ber-ry /'mAljberi, Brit 'mAlbari/ noun.pl -ries [count] 

1 : a type of tree that has purple berries that can be eaten — 
called also mulberry tree 

2 : a berry from a mulberry tree 

1 mulch /'mAjtf/ noun,pi mulch-es [count, noncount] : a ma¬ 
terial (such as straw, leaves, or small pieces of wood) that is 
spread over the ground in a garden to protect the plants or 
help them grow and to stop weeds from growing ■ She spread 
some mulch around the plants. 

2 mulch verb mulches; mulched; mulch-ing [+ obj] : to 
cover (the ground, a garden, etc.) with mulch ■ She mulched 
the flower beds. 

mule /'mju-.l/ noun, pi mules [count] 

1 : an animal that has a horse and a donkey as parents 

2 : a woman’s shoe that is open at the heel ■ wearing a pair of 
mules 

3 slang : someone who secretly brings illegal drugs into a 
country 

mul-ish /'mjuilij/ adj [more most ~]: refusing to do what 
other people want or to change your opinion or the way you 
do something : very stubborn ■ She approached the job with 
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mulish determination. ■ a mulish insistence on doing things 
his own way 

mull /Wl/ verb mulls; mulled; mulMng [+ obf\ : to think 
about (something) slowly and carefully : ponder • The 
company is mulling the offer. — usually + over ■ mull over an 
idea ■ It’s a fine offer, but we need time to mull it over. 
mulled /’mAld j adj : mixed with sugar and spices and served 
warm ■ mulled wine/cider 
mu Met /'mabt/ noun 

1 pi mullet or mul-lets [count, noncount ]: a type of fish that 
lives in the ocean and is often eaten as food 

2 pi mullets [count]: a hairstyle in which the hair is short on 
the top and sides and long in the back 

mul-lion /'inAljan/ noun,pi -lions [count] : an upright piece 
of wood, stone, metal, etc., that separates two windows 

— muMioned /'mAljand/ adj ■ mullioned windows 
multi- combining form 

1 a : many : much • mn/n'colored b : more than two ■ mul¬ 
tinational ■ multiracial 

2 : many times over ■ multimillionaire 
mui*ti*col*ored (US) or Brit mui*ti«col«oured /Wlti- 

,kAl»d/ adj : having, made up of, or including many colors • 
multicolored balloons/ribbons 

mul-ti-cul-tur-al AmAlti'kAltJaral/ adj [more —; most ~] 
: relating to or including many different cultures ■ a multi¬ 
cultural society 

— mul'ti*cul'tur*aMsm AmAlti'kAltfaralizam/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

mul*ti*diS*Ci*plin*ary AinAlti'disap^neri, Brit ,mAlti'di- 
saplanari/ adj : involving two or more subject areas ■ a multi¬ 
disciplinary class taught jointly by a history teacher and an 
English teacher 

muMi-eth-nic /,mAlti’c0nik/ adj : relating to or including 
people from many ethnic groups ■ a multiethnic country 
mul*ti-fac-et*ed AmAlti'faesatad/ adj [more —; most —] 
: having many different parts : having many facets ■ a multi¬ 
faceted approach to health care 

mul-ti-far-i-ous AmAlta'ferijas/ adj [more most —] for¬ 
mal : of many and various kinds ■ multifarious [= diverse] ac¬ 
tivities 

muMMunc-tion-al AmAlti'fArjkJanal/ adj • having many 
uses or functions : multipurpose ■ a multifunctional tool 
mul«tMat*er*al AmAlti'laetarel/ adj : involving more than 
two groups or countries ■ a multilateral treaty/agreement 

— compare bilateral, trilateral, unilateral 
muMi-lay-ered AmAlti'leja-d/ adj : having or involving 

three or more layers or levels ■ a multilayered cake ■ The nov¬ 
el’s plot is multilayered. ■ a multilayered political system 

muMMin-gual AmAlti'hogwai/ adj 

1 : able to speak and understand several languages ■ multi¬ 
lingual students 

2 : using or expressed in several languages ■ multilingual in¬ 
structions ■ a multilingual dictionary ■ multilingual countries 

— compare bilingual, monolingual 
mul*tl*me*dia /.mAlti'mi-.dija/ adj, always used before a 

noun : using or involving several forms of communication or 
expression • a multimedia exhibit of photographs, films, and 
music 

mul*ti*mlMion AmAlti'miljan/ adj, always used before a 
noun : involving two or more million : costing or worth mil¬ 
lions of dollars or pounds — often used in combination " a 
multimillion-doMar home 

mul*ti*mlMion-aire / l mAlti,milj9 l nea > / noun, pi -aires 
[count] : a very wealthy person : a person who has property 
or money worth millions of dollars or pounds 
1 mui*ti.na.tion.al /.mAlti'nasTsnsl/ adj 

1 : of, relating to, or involving more than two nations ■ a 
multinational alliance/force 

2 : working in several countries ■ a multinational corpora¬ 
tion 

Multinational noun, pi -als [count] : a company that works 
in several countries : a multinational corporation 
mui*ti-par-ty /,mAlti'paMi/ adj • of or involving more than 
one political party ■ multiparty> elections ■ multiparty democ¬ 
racy 

1 muMi-ple /'inAltapal/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : more than one : many, numerous ■ She made multiple 
copies of the report. ■ a person of multiple achievements ■ He 
suffered multiple injuries in the accident. • a multiple birth 
[=the birth of more than one baby at a time; a birth of twins, 
triplets, etc.] 


2 : shared by many people ■ multiple ownership [=ownership 
by more than one person] 

Multiple noun, pi -ti-ples [count] 

1 mathematics : a number that can be produced by multi¬ 
plying a smaller number ■ 35 is a multiple of 7. ■ 12 is a multi¬ 
ple of 6. 

2 Brit : chain store 

multiple-choice adj 

1 : having several answers from which one is to be chosen ■ a 
multiple-choice question 

2 : made up of multiple-choice questions ■ a multiple-choice 
test ■ The exam will be multiple-choice. 

multiple sclerosis noun [noncount] medical : a disease of 
the nervous system that causes the gradual loss of muscle 
control — abbr. MS 

mui'ti'plex /'mAlta,picks/ noun, pi -plex«es [count] : a 
building that contains several movie theaters — called also 
multiplex cinema 

mul-ti-pli-ca-tion /^Altapb'keijan/ noun 

1 [noncount] mathematics : the process of adding a number 
to itself a certain number of times : the act or process of 
multiplying numbers • Students are learning multiplication 
and division. 

2 : an increase in the number or amount of something 
[noncount] a disease causing uncontrolled multiplication of 
cells [singular] an uncontrolled multiplication of cells 

multiplication sign noun, pi ~ signs [count] mathemat¬ 
ics : a symbol (such as “x”) that is used to show that two 
numbers are to be multiplied — usually singular 
multiplication table noun, pi ~ tables [count] mathe¬ 
matics : a list that shows the results of multiplying certain 
numbers (such as 1 through 12) by each other — called also 
times table 

muMi-plic-My AmAlta'plisati/ noun [singular] formal : a 
very large number — + of ■ a multiplicity of colors/ideas/ 
styles 

mul»ti*PlV /'mAlta.plai/ verb -plies; -plied; -ply-ing 

1 a [no obj] : to increase greatly in number or amount : to 
become much more numerous ■ Complaints about the new 
procedure soon multiplied. ■ Her responsibilities multiplied 
when she was promoted, b [+ obj ]: to cause (something) to 
increase greatly in number or amount “ Her responsibilities 
were multiplied by the promotion. 

2 [no obj] : to increase in number by reproducing ■ The bac¬ 
teria multiply rapidly in warm, moist conditions. 

3 mathematics : to add a number to itself a certain number 
of times [+ obj] If you multiply 5 by 2 you get 10. = If you 
multiply 5 and 2 (together) you get 10. = 5 multiplied by 2 
equals 10. [no obj] The teacher taught the children how to 
add, subtract, multiply, and divide. — compare divide 

mui-ti-pur-pose /,inAlti'pap3s/ adj : having more than 
one use or purpose ■ multipurpose furniture ■ a multipurpose 
room/tool 

mul-ti-ra-cial AmAlti'reiJal/ adj : relating to or including 
more than one race of people ■ a multiracial society ■ His 
family is multiracial. 

muMi*sto*ry (US) or Brit mul«ti*sto*rey /.mAlti'stori/ adj, 
of a building : having many stories ■ a multistory apartment 
building • (Brit) a multistorey car park [=a parking garage 
with more than one level] 

muMi-task-ing /'mAltiitaeskig, Brit 'inAlt^ta.skir}/ noun 
[noncount]: the ability to do several things at the same time " 
The job requires someone who is good at multitasking. 
mul*ti*tude / l mAlto l tu:d, Brit 'mAlt3,tju:d/ noun, pi -tudes 
[count] 

1 : a great number of things or people ■ A vast multitude [=a 
great crowd of people] waited to hear the news. — often + of 
• A multitude of complaints reached the office. ■ a multitude 
of choices ■ Some new paint on an old house can cover/hide a 
multitude of sins- [=can hide many problems or faults] 

2 the multitude: ordinary or common people as a group ■ a 
candidate trying to appeal to the multitude — often plural" 
His films are not intended to appeal to the multitudes, 
[-masses] 

mul«ti*tll*di*nouS AmAlta'tuidpas, Brit ,mAlt3'tju:d3n3s/ 
adj, formal : very many ■ multitudinous questions/concems • 
Their lives have changed in multitudinous ways. 
mul*ti*us-er /'mAltijuiza/ adj, always used before a noun, 
computers : able to be used by more than one person at a 
time ■ multiuser software ■ a multiuser computer system 
mui*ti*vi-ta-min AmAlti'vaitaman, Brit .mAlti'vitaman/ 
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noun, pi -mins [count] : a pill that contains many vitamins 
mill*tl*VOl«Ume /,mAlti'va:l, ju:m/ adj, always used before a 
noun : published as two or more books : having more than 
one volume ■ a multivolume biography/encyclopedia 
1 mum /'irum/ adj, informal : not talking about something ■ 
I’d like to know how much they paid, but they’ve been mum 
on that subject. ■ She told him to keep/stay mum about the 
project. [=she told him not to tell anyone about the project] 
mum’s the word informal — used to say that some infor¬ 
mation is being kept secret or should be kept secret ■ We 
want her birthday party to be a surprise, so mum’s the 
word. [=don’t tell her about the party] 

2 munn noun, pi mums [count] US : chrysanthemum 
3 mum noun, pi mums [count] Brit, informal: mother, mom 
^um-ble /'mAmbal/ verb mum-bles; mum-bled; mum¬ 
bling : to say (something) quietly in an unclear way that 
makes it difficult for people to know what you said [+ obj] 
He mumbled something and then left. ■ He mumbled “Good¬ 
bye” and then left, [no obj] I can’t understand you when you 
mumble. ■ a mumbling response 

— mum*bler /'mAmbala/ noun, pi -biers [count] 
— mumbling noun, pi -bllngs [count, noncount] ■ There 
were mumblings [= rumblings\ (of discontent) about the de¬ 
cision. [=people complained quietly to each other about 
the decision] 

2 mumble noun [singular]: a way of speaking that is not clear 
enough to be understood ■ He answered in his usual mumble. 
■ She spoke in a mumble. 

mum-bo jum-bo /,mAmbou*(feAmbou/ noun [noncount] 
informal : confusing or meaningless words or activity : non¬ 
sense • We were confused by all the legal mumbo jumbo. ■ 
His explanation was just a lot of mumbo jumbo. 
mum-mi-fy /'mAm^fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-lng 

1 [+ obj] : to preserve (a dead body) by treating it with oils 
and wrapping it in strips of cloth ■ learning how ancient 
Egyptians mummified their dead 

2 : to become very dry and wrinkled [no obj] a body that 
mummified in the desert heat [+ obj] a body that was mum¬ 
mified by the desert heat 

— mummified adj ■ a mummified body 

1 mum-my /'mAmi/ noun, pi -mies [count] : a dead body of a 
person or animal prepared for burial in the manner of the 
ancient Egyptians by treating it with oils and wrapping it in 
strips of cloth 

2 mummy noun, pi -mies [count] Brit, informal : mother, 
mommy — used especially by children ■ Where’s my mum¬ 
my ? 

mumps /'mAmps/ noun [noncount] medical : a disease that 
causes fever and swelling in the lower part of the cheek ■ 
Mumps is usually a childhood illness. ■ She got (the) mumps. 
munch /'m.\ntr/ verb munch-es; munched; munch-ing 
: to chew or eat (something) especially in a noisy way [+ obj] 
We munched [=snacked on] popcorn during the movie. ■ cat¬ 
tle munching grass [no obj] — + on ■ We munched on pop¬ 
corn during the movie, 
munch-les /'mAntfiz/ noun, informal 

1 [plural] US : light foods that are eaten as a snack ■ 
Munchies are served at the bar. 

2 the munchies : a feeling of hunger ■ I have a serious case 
of the munchies. [=I’m very hungry] ■ I always get/have the 
munchies when I’m watching TV. = Watching TV always 
gives me the munchies. 

munch-kfn /'nun^km/ noun, pi -kins [count] US, informal 
: a child or small person ■ "What’s wrong, munchkinT she 
asked the toddler. The original Munchkins were a race of 
small people in the book Ihe Wonderful Wizard of Oz (1900) 
by L. Frank Baum. The 1939 movie The Wizard of Oz was 
based on this book. 

mun-dane /,mAn'dem/ adj [more most H 

1 : dull and ordinary ■ mundane chores, like washing dishes ■ 
They lead a pretty mundane life. 

2 : relating to ordinary life on earth rather than to spiritual 
things ■ prayer and meditation helped her put her mundane 
worries aside 

mung bean /'mAO-/ noun, pi ~ beans [count] : a small, 
round bean often used to grow bean sprouts 
mu-nlc-i-pal /mju'msapal/ adj, always used before a noun 
: of or relating to the government of a city or town ■ munici¬ 
pal government ■ a municipal building/library/election 
mu-nic-i-pal-i-ty /mju.msa'p^elati/ noun, pi -ties [count] 
: a city or town that has its own government to deal with lo¬ 


cal problems ■ laws that have been enacted by many states 
and municipalities', also, chiefly Brit : the group of people 
who run such a government ■ locally elected municipalities 
mu-nif-i-cent /mju'mfasant/ adj [more most ^ ] formal 
: very generous ■ a munificent gift/donation ■ a munificent 
benefactor 

— mu-nlf-l-cence /mju'mfasons/ noun [noncount] ■ the mu¬ 
nificence of their donation 

mu-ni-tions /mjo'mj'anz/ noun [plural] : military supplies 
and equipment; especially : military weapons ■ rockets and 
other munitions • unexploded munitions ■ a munitions facto¬ 
ry 

mu-ral /'mjaral/ noun, pi -rals [count] : a usually large 
painting that is done directly on the surface of a wall 
1 mur-der /'mada/ noun, pi -ders 

1 ; the crime of deliberately killing a person [noncount] He 
was found guilty of (committing) murder. • She was accused/ 
convicted of murder. ■ She was charged with murder. [=she 
was officially accused of the crime of murder] ■ the mass 
murder of civilians in wartime [count] a string of unsolved 
murders — often used before another noun ■ the murder 
weapon ■ a murder suspect/victim/case ■ murder mysteries 
[=mystery stories about murder] 

2 [noncount] informal : something that is very difficult or 
unpleasant ■ That test was murder. [=it was very difficult] • 
Traffic is murder this time of day. To be murder on some¬ 
thing is to cause pain or harm to it. ■ Carrying the luggage 
was murder on my back. ■ These shoes are murder on my feet. 
get away with murder: to murder someone without being 

captured or punished ■ a vicious killer who nearly got away 
with murder — usually used figuratively to describe some¬ 
one who does something very bad or wrong without being 
criticized or punished ■ The company had been getting 
away with murder for years before the scandal broke. 
scream bloody/blue murder see 1 scream 
2 murder verb -ders; -dered; -der-lng [+ obj] 

1 : to kill (a person) in a deliberate and unlawful way : to 
commit the murder of (someone) ■ He was arrested and ac¬ 
cused of murdering his wife. ■ His wife was found murdered. ■ 
a dictator who is responsible for murdering thousands of in¬ 
nocent people — sometimes used figuratively ■ My father 
will murder me [=he will be very angry] when he finds out 
that I dented the car. 

2 informal a : to spoil or ruin (something) ■ a writer who 
murders [= butchers] the English language : to perform 
(something) very badly ■ The band murdered that song, b 
: to defeat (an opponent) very badly ■ He got murdered 
[slaughtered] in the opening round by last year’s winner. 

— mur-der-er /'madaTa/ noun, pi -ers [count] • a convicted 
murderer • a mass murderer [=a person who has killed 
many people] — mur*der*ess /"madaras/ noun, pi -ess¬ 
es [count] old-fashioned ■ an infamous murderess [=a wom¬ 
an who commits murder] 

mur-der-OUS /'madaras/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : very violent or deadly ■ murderous machine-gun fire ■ a 
murderous dictator/attack ■ a murderous regime 

2 a : very angry ■ a murderous glance b : very harsh or se¬ 
vere ■ I can’t stand this murderous heat. ■ The lead runner set 
a murderous pace. 

— mur*der*ous*ly adv ■ a murderously intolerant regime ■ 
murderously hot weather ■ a murderously angry glance 

murk /'mak/ noun [noncount]: darkness or fog that is hard 
to see through ■ A figure emerged from the murk. [~gloom]\ 
also : dark or dirty water • We could not see the bottom of 
the lake through the murk. 
murky Anaki/ adj murk-i-er; -est 

1 a : very dark or foggy ■ murky skies ■ She peered into one 
of the church’s murky chapels, b of a liquid : not clear 
: cloudy ■ the lake’s murky water 

2 a : not clearly expressed or understood ■ He offered a 
murky [=vague] explanation. ■ Her employment history is 
somewhat murky. [= unclear] b : involving dishonest or ille¬ 
gal activities that are not clearly known ■ a politician with a 
murky past 

— murk-i-ly /'makali/ adv — murk-i-ness /'makinas/ noun 
[noncount] ■ the murkiness of the water 

1 mur-mur /'mama/ noun, pi -murs 

1 [count] a : a low sound made when many people are 
speaking ■ a murmur of voices ■ the murmur of the crowd b 
: a quiet expression of an opinion or feeling ■ The suggestion 
brought murmurs of disapproval. ■ a murmur of agreement/ 
protest ■ murmurs of recognition ■ They accepted the deci- 
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sion without a murmur (of protest/complaint). [=they accept¬ 
ed the decision without protesting/complaining at all] C 
: speech or a way of speaking that is quiet and soft ■ He 
spoke in a murmur. ■ They spoke to each other in murmurs. 

2 [ singular ]: a low, quiet, and continuous sound ■ a murmur 
of bees ■ the murmur of the waves along the shore 

3 [count] medical : an unusual heart sound that may indicate 
a problem with the heart's function or structure — usually 
singular ■ Her doctor detectad a (heart) murmur during a 
routine physical exam. 

2 murmur verb -murs; -mured; -mur*ing 

1 [+ obj] : to say (something) in a quiet and soft voice ■ He 
murmured something about having to get home. ■ “Thank 
you,” she murmured as she left the room. 

2 [no obj ] : to make a low, continuous sound • The breeze 
murmured in the pines. ■ the murmuring breeze 

— murmuring noun, pi -ings [count, noncount] • We could 
hear the murmuring of the bees. ■ Murmurings (of disap¬ 
proval) were heard [=people complained quietly] when the 
decision was announced. 

Mur*phy bed /'matfi-/ noun, pi ~ beds [count] US : a bed 
with a frame that can be folded into a space in a wall 
Mur«phy’S Law /'maTiz-/ noun [noncount] — used to refer 
to the humorous statement that if it is possible for something 
to go wrong then it will go wrong — called also (Brit) Sod's 
Law 

1 mus»cle /'mAsal/ noun, pi mus-cles 

1 : a body tissue that can contract and produce movement 
[count] the muscles of the arm ■ stomach muscles ■ flex a mus¬ 
cle ■ relax a muscle ■ an athlete with bulging/rippling muscles 
■ He pulled/tore/strained a muscle playing tennis. • She has a 
strained muscle in her back. ■ Wait here and don’t move a 
muscle. [=don’t move at all] [noncount] She started lifting 
weights to build muscle. — often used before another noun ■ 
muscle fiber(s)/tissue • muscle spasms ■ an athlete practicing 
to develop muscle memory [=the ability to repeat a bodily 
movement exactly] ■ a muscle relaxant [=a drug that relaxes 
muscles] 

2 [noncount] a : physical strength ■ She doesn’t have the 
muscle to lift something so heavy. • To clean that floor you 
have to put some muscle into it. [=you have to make a force¬ 
ful effort] b : power and influence ■ He lacks the political 
muscle [=clout] to get the policy changed. 

flex your muscles see 'flex 
2 muscle verb muscles; mus-cled; mus-cling 

1 [+ obj] : to move (something) by using physical strength 
and force ■ They muscled the heavy boxes onto the truck. ■ 
They muscled the furniture up the stairs. — often used figu¬ 
ratively ■ She was muscled [=/orced] out of office by political 
opponents. ■ He helped muscle the bill through Congress. 

2 : to move forward by using physical force [no obj ] He 
muscled through the crowd. ■ They muscled into line behind 
us. [+ obj] He muscled his way through the crowd. [=he 
moved ahead by pushing and forcing people to move out of 
the way] 

muscle in [phrasal verb] : to use force or influence in a way 
that is wrong or unwanted in order to become involved in 
something for selfish reasons — usually + on ■ His compet¬ 
itors have tried to muscle in on his business. 
mus«cle—bound /'mAsalibaund/ adj [more most ~] 
: having large muscles that do not move and stretch easily ■ a 
muscle-bound athlete — sometimes used figuratively ■ a 
muscle-bound [=rigid, inflexible] organization 
muscle car noun, pi ~ cars [count] US, informal : an 
American-made two-door sports car with a powerful engine 
mus*cled /*niAS3ld/ adj : having large muscles or muscles 
of a specified kind ■ his muscled [-muscular] back ■ hard- 
muscled arms ■ a lightly muscled runner [=a runner with fair¬ 
ly small muscles] 

mus*cle*man /'mAssl.msen/ noun, pi -men /-,men/ [count] 
: a strong man with large muscles ■ musclemen and body¬ 
builders working out in the gym 
Mus-CO*Vite /'mAsk3,vait/ noun, pi -vites [count] : a per¬ 
son who lives in or comes from Moscow 

— Muscovite adj 
mus*CU*lar /'mAskjala*/ adj 

1 : of or relating to muscles ■ muscular strength/weakness ■ a 
muscular injury 

2 [more —; most ~] : having large and strong muscles ■ a 
muscular athlete ■ He has a muscular physique. • His legs are 
very muscular. 

— muS'CU'lar-My AmAskja'leroti/ noun [noncount] 


muscular dyS*trO«phy /-'distrafi/ noun [noncount] medi¬ 
cal : a serious disease that causes increasing weakness of 
muscles 

mUS-CU'la'ture /'mAskjalDdfua/ noun [noncount] formal 
: the muscles of the body or of one of its parts ■ human mus¬ 
culature • facial musculature • an athlete with well-developed 
musculature 

’muse /'mju;z/ verb mus.es; mused: mus.ing 

1 [no obj] : to think about something carefully or thoroughly 

— usually + about, on, over , or upon ■ She mused on the pos¬ 
sibility of changing jobs. ■ musing about/over what might 
have been 

2 [+ obj] : to think or say (something) in a thoughtful way ■ I 
could sell the house, she mused, but then where would I go? 

— musing noun, pi -ings [count] He recorded his musings 
[=thoughts] in his diary, [noncount] Her musing was inter¬ 
rupted by the arrival of her friend. — mus*ing*ly 
/*mju;zirjli/ adv • “I could sell the house,” she said musing¬ 
ly, “but then where would I go?” 

2 muse noun, pi muses [count] 

1 : a person who causes someone else to have ideas about 
creating a work of art: a person who inspires an artist, writ¬ 
er, etc. ■ The writer lost his muse when his wife left him. 

2 Muse : any one of the nine sister goddesses of song and 
poetry and the arts and sciences in Greek mythology 

mu«se«um /mjo'zijam/ noun, pi -urns [count] : a building 
in which interesting and valuable things (such as paintings 
and sculptures or scientific or historical objects) are collect¬ 
ed and shown to the public ■ an art museum ■ a history muse¬ 
um ■ a museum of natural history 
museum piece noun, pi ~ pieces [count] 

1 : a valuable object that is in a museum or that is suitable 
for a museum 

2 : something or someone that is very old or old-fashioned ■ 
That old computer will soon be a museum piece. 

1 mush /'mAj/ noun 

1 : a soft and wet mass of material (such as food) [non¬ 
count] The rotting apples turned into/to mush. — sometimes 
used figuratively ■ I was so tired my brain turned into/to 
mush. [=1 was too tired to think well] [singular] a mush of 
rotting apples 

2 [noncount] US : a soft food made by boiling commeal in 
water or milk ■ a bowl of mush 

3 /'mu// [noncount] informal + disapproving : a story or part 
of a story in a book, movie, etc., that is too romantic or sen¬ 
timental ■ a movie full of mush 

2 mush intetj — used as a command to tell dogs to start pull¬ 
ing a sled 

1 mush«rOOm /'mA/.ru.m/ noun, pi 
-rooms [count] : a fungus that is 
shaped like an umbrella • wild mush¬ 
rooms', especially : one that can be eaten 
■ cut up some mushrooms for the salad 

— often used before another noun • 
mushroom soup ■ a mushroom cap 
[=the top part of a mushroom] 

— compare toadstool; see also but¬ 
ton MUSHROOM 

2 mushroom verb -rooms; -roomed; 

-room.ing ]no obj] 

1 : to increase or develop very quickly ■ The population has 
mushroomed [=shot up] over the past 10 years. = The town 
has mushroomed in population over the past 10 years. ■ In¬ 
terest in local history is suddenly mushrooming. • Her hobby 
mushroomed into a thriving business. 

2 : to collect wild mushrooms • He goes mushrooming in the 
spring every year. 

mushroom cloud noun, pi ~ clouds [count] : a large 
cloud that forms after an explosion; especially : a cloud that 
is caused by the explosion of a nuclear weapon 
mushy /'mAji/ adj mush-i-er, -est 

1 : soft and wet ■ The rotting apples turned mushy. [=the rot¬ 
ting apples turned to mush] 

2 informal + disapproving : too romantic or sentimental ■ a 
mushy movie/novel 

mU*SiC /'mjuizik/ noun [noncount] 

1 : sounds that are sung by voices or played on musical in¬ 
struments ■ listening to live/recorded music • This is one of 
my favorite pieces of music. ■ performing music in front of 
an audience ■ dancing to the music of a big band ■ They are 
writing/composing music for a new album. ■ a song with mu¬ 
sic by George Gershwin and words/lyrics by Ira Gershwin • 



mushroom 
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classical/popular music ■ They like to make music [=play or 
sing music] with friends. ■ The play/poem was set to music. 
[=music was written to go with the words of the play /poem] ■ 
background music [=music played while something else is 
happening] — often used before another noun ■ the music 
industry ■ a music video [=a video recording of a perfor¬ 
mance of popular music] — see also chamber music, 
COUNTRY MUSIC, FOLK MUSIC, SOUL MUSIC 

2 : written or printed symbols showing how music should be 
played or sung ■ He is learning to read music. ■ a music stand 
[=a holder on which printed music is placed so that a musi¬ 
cian can see it while playing or singing] — see also sheet 
music 

3 : the art or skill of creating or performing music ■ She 
studied music in college. ■ music theory 

4 : a pleasant sound ■ the music of a brook ■ Her words were 
music to my ears. [=1 was very happy to hear what she said] 
face the music see 2 face 

1 mu«Si»Cal /'mjuizikal/ adj 

1 always used before a noun : of or relating to music ■ the 
film’s musical score ■ musical notes ■ a musical instrument 
[=a device (such as a violin, piano, or flute) used to make 
music] 

2 [ more most ~] : having the pleasing qualities of music ■ 

She has a very musical voice. 

3 [more most ~] : enjoying music : having a talent for 
playing music ■ a musical family 

4 always used before a noun : having music and songs as a 
main feature : telling a story with songs ■ a musical film/play 

— mu-si-cal-i-ty /,mju:zi'k^l3ti/ noun [noncount] ■ the mu- 
sicality [=musical quality] of the performance ■ a dancer 
who shows great musicality [=musical talent] — mu-si- 
caMy /'mjuizikli/ adv ■ a musically talented child ■ a musi¬ 
cally complex symphony ■ expressing her feelings musical¬ 
ly [=through music] 

2 musical noun, pi -cals [count] : a movie or play that tells a 
story with songs and often dancing ■ a Broadway musical — 
called also musical comedy 

musical box noun, pi ~ boxes [count] Brit : music box 
musical chairs noun [noncount] 

1 : a children’s game in which players walk around a row of 
chairs while music plays and try to sit down when the music 
stops In musical chairs the number of chairs is always one 
less than the number of players, and the player who is not 
fast enough to find a chair when the music stops has to leave 
the game. 

2 : a situation in which many changes happen in a way that 
is confusing or harmful ■ The changes in the administration 
amounted to a game of musical chairs. 

musical comedy noun, pi ~ -dies [count ]: 2 musical 
music box noun, pi boxes [count] : a box that contains 
a device which plays a tune when the box is open — called 
also (Brit) musical box 

music hall noun, pi ~ halls [count] : a theater in which 
popular entertainers performed in the late 19th and early 
20th centuries — often used before another noun ■ a music- 
hall performer ■ music-hall dancers/comedians; also [non¬ 
count] chiefly Brit : the type of entertainment that was per¬ 
formed in such a theater : vaudeville 
mu-si-cian /mju’zijan/ noun, pi -cians [count] : a person 
who writes, sings, or plays music ■ She’s a very talented musi¬ 
cian. ■ a rock/jazz/classical musician 
mU'Si-ciari'Ship /mju'zijonjip/ noun [noncount] : the 
skill of performing or writing music ■ The critics praised her 
musicianship. 

mU'Si'COl'O'gy Amjuizi'kcclactei/ noun [noncount] : the 
study of music as an area of knowledge or as a field of re¬ 
search ■ a professor of musicology 

— mu-si-col-o-gist Amjuizi'kculacfeist/ noun, pi -gists 
[count] 

musk /'mAsk/ noun [noncount] : a strong-smelling substance 
used in perfume 

— musky /'mAski/ adj musk-i-er; -est ■ a musky scent/ 
odor ■ a musky perfume 

mus-ket /'mAskat/ noun, pi -kets [count] : a type of long 
gun that was used by soldiers before the invention of the rifle 
muS'ke'teer /iiriAskd’tia/ noun, pi -teers [count] : a soldier 
who has a musket 

musk-rat /'mAsk.rset/ noun, pi muskrat or musk-rats 

[count] : a North American animal that lives in or near water 

— see picture at rodent 

Mus-lim /'mAzlam/ noun, pi Mus-lims [count] : a person 


whose religion is Islam : a follower of Islam 

- Muslim adj ■ the Muslim faith 

mus-lin /'mAzIan/ noun [noncount] : a thin and loosely wo¬ 
ven cotton cloth • curtains of white muslin 
muss /'mAs/ verb muss-es; mussed; muss-ing [+ obj] 
US, informal: to make (something, such as clothing or hair) 
messy or untidy ■ His suit was/got mussed when he got out of 
the car. — often + up ■ The wind mussed up my hair, 
mus-sel /'mAsal/ noun, pi -sels [count ]: a type of shellfish 
that has a long dark shell — see color picture on page C8 
1 must /'mASt/ verb [modal verb] 

1 a somewhat formal in US English — used to say that some¬ 
thing is required or necessary ■ You must stop. [=you have to 
stop; I command you to stop] ■ I told him what he must do. 
[=what he had to do] ■ One must eat to live. ■ You must follow 
the rules. ■ We must [=have to, need to] correct these prob¬ 
lems soon or the project will fail. ■ I must remember to stop 
at the store. • "Must you go?” [=do you have to go?] "Yes, I’m 
afraid I really must." ■ "Must you go?” ‘‘No, I don’t have to.” ■ 
If you must go, at least wait until the storm is over. ■ It must 
be noted, however, that the company was already in finan¬ 
cial difficulties. ■ We must keep/bear in mind that she didn’t 
have any previous experience. = It must be borne in mind 
that she didn’t have any previous experience. Note the dif¬ 
ference in meaning between must not and not have to. ■ You 
must not do it. [=it is necessary that you do not do it; I com¬ 
mand you not to do it] ■ You don't have to do it. [=it is not 
necessary for you to do it] b — used to say that something 
is required by a rule or law • All passengers must exit at the 
next stop. ■ Students must have completed Sociology 101 be¬ 
fore they can take Sociology 102. 

2 somewhat formal in US English — used to say that some¬ 
one should do something ■ You must [=ought to, should, have 
to] read this book. It’s fantastic! ■ You must come visit us 
soon. [=we would like to have you come visit us soon] ■ You 
really must see the doctor about that cough. [=1 urge you to 
see the doctor; I really think you need to see the doctor] 

3 — used to say that something is very likely ■ It must be al¬ 
most dinner time. ■ She must think I’m a fool. ■ It must have 
been the coffee that kept me awake. ■ He must have been the 
most gifted student at the school. [=1 think he was the most 
gifted student] ■ He must have a lot of money to live the way 
he does. ■ The bus must be coming soon. ■ You haven’t eaten 
all day. You must be hungry. ■ You’re going to wear that? 
You must be joking! ■ You must have been very worried. ■ 
You must be thrilled about the new baby. ■ If he really was 
there, I must have seen him, but I don't remember seeing 
him. • There must be some mistake. 

4 — used in various phrases to emphasize a statement • / 
must say, I was surprised to hear from him. ■ She’s a talented 
actress, / must say. ■ She’s a talented actress, you must admit. 
• I must admit, I expected better results. ■ I must warn you, 
this will not be easy. ■ / must confess, I haven’t actually read 
the book yet. 

5 somewhat formal in US English — used in questions that 
express annoyance or anger ■ Must you be so unreasonable? 
[=do you have to be so unreasonable?] ■ Why must it always 
rain on the weekend? [=why does it always have to rain on 
the weekend?] 

if you must — used to say that you will allow someone to 
do something even though you do not approve of it ■ You 
can smoke if you must, but please do it outdoors. 
if you must know see ‘know 

2 must noun, pi musts [count] : something that is or seems to 
be required or necessary — usually singular ■ If you’re going 
to hike this trail, sturdy shoes are a must. • Regular exercise 
is a must [=is very important; is strongly recommended] as 
you grow older. 

mus-tache (US) or chiefly Brit mous-tache /'mAjStseJ, Brit 
ma'sta:// noun, pi -tach-es [count] : hair growing on a 
man’s upper lip ■ He used a small pair of scissors to trim his 
mustache. ■ He decided to grow a mustache. ■ The actor was 
wearing a false/fake mustache. — see picture at beard 

- mus-tached ((/S’) or chiefly Brit mous-tached 
/'mA,st2eJt, Brit ma’staij’t/ adj ■ a mustached man [=a man 
who has a mustache] 

mus-ta-chio (US) or chiefly Brit mous-ta-chio 

/ma'sUeJ^ou, Brit ma'staijijou/ noun, pi -Chios [count] old- 
fashioned : a large mustache 

- mus-ta-chioed (US) or chiefly Brit mous-ta-chioed 

/ma'stceJhoud, Brit m3 , sta:Ji,oud/ adj • a mustachioed vil¬ 
lain in a melodrama 
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muS'tang /'in\,st£eij/ noun, pi -tangs [count] : a small and 
strong wild horse of western North America 
mus*tard /'mAsta-d/ noun, pi -tards [count, noncount] 

1 : a thick and spicy yellow or brownish-yellow sauce that is 
usually eaten with meat ■ Would you like some mustard on 
your hot dog? 

2 : a plant with yellow flowers, leaves that can be used for 
food, and seeds that are used in making mustard 

3 : a brownish-yellow color — see color picture on page C2 
(as) keen as mustard see 1 keen 

cut the mustard informal: to be good enough to succeed or 
to do what is needed ■ She tried to join the soccer team, but 
she couldn’t cut the mustard. ■ Now that we have comput¬ 
ers, typewriters just don’t cut the mustard anymore, 
mustard gas noun [noncount] : a poison gas used as a 
weapon in a war 

1 mus-ter /'mAst;*/ verb ders; -tered; -terming 

1 [+ obj] : to work hard to find or get (courage, support, etc.) 
• They pushed the car with all the strength they could mus¬ 
ter. ■ He finally mustered (up) the courage to ask her on a 
date. ■ The country’s leaders have been trying to muster (up) 
support for the war. ■ They mustered (up) the 20 votes need¬ 
ed to pass the law. 

2 : to gather together (a group of people, soldiers, etc.) espe¬ 
cially for battle or war [+ obj] muster an army [no obj] The 
soldiers mustered [=gathered] in the center of town. 

2 muster noun, pi -ters [count] : a formal military gathering 
to examine or test soldiers ■ a muster of soldiers 
pass muster : to be judged as acceptable or good enough • 
These excuses will not pass muster. [=they are not accept¬ 
able] ■ His cooking could pass muster in an expensive 
French restaurant. 

must-have /'mAst,h£ev/ noun, pi -haves [count] chiefly 
US, informal : something that is necessary to have or get ■ 
The newest version of the software is a must-have. 

— must-have adj, always used before a noun ■ must-have 
software ■ a must-have accessory 

mustn’t /'mAsrit/ — used as a contraction of must not ■ We 
mustn’t forget the lessons that history has taught us. • You 
mustn’t say such things. 

must—see /'mASt'si:/ noun, pi -sees [count] chiefly US, in¬ 
formal : something that must or should be seen ■ His latest 
movie is a must-see. 

— must-see adj, always used before a noun ■ a must-see 
movie 

must’ve /'mAstav/ — used as a contraction of must have ■ 
He must've left already. 

musty /'mAsti/ adj mustd-er; -est : having a bad smell be¬ 
cause of wetness, old age, or lack of fresh air ■ musty old 
books ■ a dark and musty basement 

— must-i-ness /'mAstinas/ noun [noncount] 

mu*ta*ble /'mjuitabal /adj [more most —]formal: able or 

likely to change often ■ mutable opinions ■ the government’s 
mutable economic policies — opposite immutable 

— muda*bil*idy /,mju:ta'bilati/ noun [noncount] ■ the muta¬ 
bility of the government’s policies 

mU'tant /'mju:tnt/ noun, pi -tants [count] biology : a plant 
or animal that is different from other plants or animals of 
the same kind because of a change in the structure of its 
genes : something produced by genetic mutation 

— mutant adj, always used before a noun ■ a mutant fish 
mudate /'mjui.teit/ verb dates; dat-ed; -tat-ing 

1 biology a [+ obj ] : to cause (a gene) to change and create 
an unusual characteristic in a plant or animal: to cause mu¬ 
tation in (a gene) ■ a disease that mutates genes in humans ■ a 
group of mutated genes b [no obj] : to change and cause an 
unusual characteristic to develop in a plant or animal ■ The 
cells mutated. 

2 [no obj] : to change into something very different ■ Over 
time, her feelings mutated from hatred into love. * opera 
singers mutating into pop stars 

mudadion /mju'tei/an/ noun, pi -tions 

1 biology : a change in the genes of a plant or animal that 
causes physical characteristics that are different from what 
is normal [noncount] The cat’s short tail is the result of mu¬ 
tation. [count] The condition is caused by a genetic muta¬ 
tion. ■ The cat’s short tail is the result of a mutation. • muta¬ 
tions in mice 

2 [count] : a new form of something that has changed ■ The 
building is a mutation of the original design. 

— mu-ta-tlon*al /mju'teijanj/ adj ■ a mutational change 
1 mute /'mju:t/ adj 


1 : not able or willing to speak ■ The defendant stood mute 
[=silent] during questioning. ■ She knew the answer, but she 
decided to remain mute. [- silent ] ■ We just sat there, mute 

speechless ], unable to explain what happened. ■ The scien¬ 
tists have been mute [=they have not said anything] about the 
results of the tests. ■ mute witnesses 

2 : felt or expressed without the use of words ■ They hugged 
each other in mute sympathy. ■ I could see a mute plea for 
help in his eyes. 

— mutedy adv ■ They waited mutely [^silently, quietly] for an 
answer. ■ We stood staring mutely at the sky. 

2 mute noun,pi mutes [count] 

1 sometimes offensive : a person who cannot speak 

2 : a device on a musical instrument (such as a trumpet) that 
makes its sound much softer 

3 mute verb mutes; mut«ed; mut-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to make (a sound) softer or quieter ■ They covered 
their ears to mute [=muffle] the sound of the guns. ■ We mut¬ 
ed our voices, b : to make (something, such as a television) 
silent ■ He used the remote control to mute the TV. 

2 : to make (something) softer or less harsh ■ The loud colors 
in this room need to be muted. • He muted his criticism of the 
president. [=he expressed his criticism less harshly] 

mut-ed /'mjuitad /adj [more most ~] 

1 : soft in color : not bright ■ We painted our house a muted 
[ -dull] blue. ■ The artist chose colors that are dark and mut¬ 
ed. ■ muted lighting 

2 : soft or quiet in sound : quieter than usual ■ the muted 
sound of a distant trumpet 1 muted voices 

3 : not done or expressed in a strong, forceful, or excited 
way ■ a muted political discussion 1 The government chose a 
more muted response to the threat. ■ Their proposal has 
drawn a muted reaction from most observers. 

mu-tidate /'mjuita.leit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -latdng [+ obj ] 

1 : to cause severe damage to (the body of a person or ani¬ 
mal) ■ traps that mutilate animals — usually used as (be) mu¬ 
tilated ■ Her arm was mutilated in a car accident. ■ the muti¬ 
lated body of a murder victim 

2 : to ruin the beauty of (something): to severely damage or 
spoil (something) ■ a painting mutilated by vandals ■ mutilat¬ 
ed books 

— mudidadion Amjurta'leijan/ noun,pi dions [noncount] 
a victim of mutilation [count] facial mutilations 

mudi-neer Amjuita'nia 1 / noun, pi -neers [count] : a person 
who is involved in a mutiny 
mudi-nous /'mjuitanas t adj 

1 : involved in a mutiny ■ mutinous sailors 

2 [more most ] : feeling or showing a desire not to do 
what someone has told or ordered you to do ■ Several muti¬ 
nous [rebellious] party members threatened to defect to the 
opposition. 

mudi-ny /'mjuitani/ noun, pi -nies [count] : a situation in 
which a group of people (such as sailors or soldiers) refuse to 
obey orders and try to take control away from the person 
who commands them ■ The mutiny was led by the ship’s 
cook. ■ The sailors staged a mutiny and took control of the 
ship. 

— mutiny verb -nles; -nied; -nydng [no obj] • The crew 
was threatening to mutiny. 

mutt /'mAt/ noun, pi mutts [count] informal : a dog with par¬ 
ents of different breeds : mongrel — sometimes used in a 
disapproving way to refer to a dog of any kind ■ a mangy 
mutt 

mutder verb ders; -tered; derdng 

1 : to speak quietly so that it is difficult for other people to 
hear what you say [+ obj ] She angrily muttered something 
about her bad luck. ■ He muttered an apology. ■ a muttered 
comment [no obj ] She sat practicing her speech, muttering 
to herself. 

2 [no obj] : to complain in a quiet or indirect way • Some em¬ 
ployees are muttering about the changes in the pension plan. 

— mutter noun, pi -ters [count] - She answered with/in a 
mutter. — muttering noun, pi -fngs [noncount] There 
has been some muttering among the employees, [count] 
We’ve been hearing mutterings from some employees 
about the changes in the pension plan. 

mutdon /'mAtri/ noun [noncount] : the meat of an adult 
sheep used as food ■ a meal of mutton and potatoes ■ a leg/ 
shoulder of mutton 

mutton dressed as lamb Brit, informal + disapproving : a 
woman who tries to make herself look younger by wearing 
clothes designed for young people 
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mUt*ton*ChopS / , mAtn,('a:ps/ noun [plural] : hair that 
covers the sides of a man’s face but not his chin — called 
also muttonchop whiskers, (US) muttonchop sideburns 
mu»tu»al /'miuitl awal/ adj 

1 : shared between two or more people or groups ■ Mutual 
love and respect was the key to their successful marriage. ■ 
The partnership was based on mutual admiration and under¬ 
standing. ■ mutual trust ■ countries relying on mutual sup¬ 
port during difficult times If a feeling is mutual, then two 
people or groups feel the same way about each other. ■ Her 
fans love her, and the feeling is mutual. [=and she loves her 
fans] ■ Their attraction was mutual. [=they were both attract¬ 
ed to each other] ■ “I’m pleased to meet you.” "The feeling is 
mutual'.” [=I*m also pleased to meet you] 

2 always used before a noun : shared by two or more people 
or groups ■ They met through a mutual friend. [=a person 
who was a friend of both of them] ■ our mutual hobby of car 
racing ■ The two countries have several mutual [=joint\ inter¬ 
ests. ■ It was a mutual effort. ■ We had a mutual agreement 
not to tell our secret. 

— mu-tu*al-i-ty /.mjuitfa'wsebti/ noun \noncount\ formal ■ 
mutuality of interest 

mutual fund noun, pi ~ funds [count] US : a type of in¬ 
vestment in which the money of many people is used to buy 
stock from many different companies ■ She invested her 
money in a mutual fund. — called also (Brit) unit trust 
mU-tU-aMy /'mjuitfawali/ adv : in an equal way for each 
person or group involved ■ We hope that these changes will 
be mutually beneficial. ■ a mutually rewarding relationship ■ 
mutually dependent countries [=countries that are equally 
dependent on each other] ■ They loved and respected each 
other mutually. 

mutually exclusive adi : related in such a way that each 
thing makes the other thing impossible : not able to be true 
at the same time or to exist together ■ War and peace are mu¬ 
tually exclusive. [=war and peace cannot exist at the same 
time] ■ mutually exclusive events — often used after not to 
describe things that can exist together or at the same time ■ 
In a marriage, love and conflict are not mutually exclusive. 
[=both love and conflict can exist in a marriage at the same 
time] 

muu*muu /'mu^mu:/ noun, pi -muus [count] : a Hawaiian 
dress that is usually long, loose-fitting, and decorated with 
bright colors — see color picture on page C16 
Mu-zak /'iryu.-gZjek/ trademark — used for recorded music 
that is played in public buildings or rooms (such as stores or 
offices) 

1 muz-zle /'m/vzal/ noun, pi muz-zles [count] 

1 : the usually long nose and mouth of an animal (such as a 
dog, horse, or pig): snout — see picture at horse 

2 : a covering for the mouth of a dog that stops it from bit¬ 
ing people 

3 : the hole at the end of a gun where the bullet comes out 

— see picture at gun 

2 muzzle verb muz-zles; muz-zled; muz-zling [+ obf] 

1 : to put a muzzle on (a dog) : to place a covering on (the 
mouth of a dog) to stop biting ■ a dangerous dog that should 
be muzzled 

2 : to prevent (a person or group) from speaking or writing 
in a free or normal way ■ attempts by the government to 
muzzle the press ■ The company has tried to muxle its em¬ 
ployees by forbidding them to speak to the press. 

muz-zy /'mAzi/ adj muzz-i-er: -est Brit, informal 

1 : confused or unclear in the mind especially after drinking 
alcohol ■ He stopped drinking when his head started getting 
muzzy. ■ The medicine made her feel muzzy [=dazed, groggy] 
and tired. 

2 : not clear or exact ■ The story gets muzzy [=(C/S) fuzzy] in 
the middle of the book. ■ muzzy conclusions ■ muzzy [-fuzzy, 
blurry] photographs 

— muz-zi-ly /'mAzali/ adv — muz-zi-ness /'mAzinas/ noun 
[noncount] 

ffl V /'mai/ adj, possessive foim of I 
1 always used before a noun : relating to or belonging to me ■ 
Welcome to my home. ■ I enjoy my job very much. ■ My fa¬ 
vorite TV show was on last night. ■ My name is John. ■ When 

1 woke up this morning, my head ached and my throat was 
sore. ■ My wife and I both love to dance.: made or done by 
me ■ I always keep my promises. • It was my fault that we lost 
the game. 

2 always used before a noun — used to express affection for 
someone you are talking to ■ How are you, my friend? ■ 


Come with me, my love. ■ Sleep well, my child. 

3 informal — used by itself and in phrases to express sur¬ 
prise, excitement, or fear ■ Oh my, what a wonderful gift! ■ 
Oh, my goodness. What happened to you? • Oh my lord, 
look at the time! ■ My God , you must be joking! 
my-al-gic en-ceph-a*lo-my-eli-tis /mai'£eicbikm,sc- 
fakx^maja'laitas/ noun [noncount] Brit, medical : chronic 

FATIGUE SYNDROME 

my*nah or my-na /'mama/ noun, pi -nahs or -nas [count] 
: a black bird from Asia that is often kept as a pet and 
trained to copy the sounds of words — called also mynah 
bird 

my*0*pia /mai'oupijs/ noun [noncount] medical : a condi¬ 
tion of the eye that makes it difficult to see objects that are 
far away : nearsightedness ■ She wears eyeglasses to cor¬ 
rect her myopia. — often used figuratively ■ cultural myopia 
[=an inability to see what is good in other cultures] ■ religious 
and moral myopia 

my-0*pic /mai'aipik/ adj [more most ~] 

1 medical : not able to clearly see objects that are far away 
: affected with myopia : nearsighted ■ myopic vision 

2 disapproving : only thinking or caring about things that are 
happening now or that relate to a particular group rather 
than things that are in the future or that relate to many peo¬ 
ple ■ myopic politicians • He has criticized the government’s 
myopic [^shortsighted] diplomatic policies. ■ a myopic view of 
the world 

1 myr«i»ad /'mirijad/ noun, pi -ads [count] somewhat formal 
: a very large number of things ■ The car comes in a myriad 
of colors. [=in many colors] • There are a myriad of possibili¬ 
ties. — often plural ■ myriads of stars/insects 
2 myriad adj, somewhat formal: very many ■ The old system’s 
problems were myriad. — usually used before a noun ■ myr¬ 
iad problems ■ Today we remember the myriad ways she 
helped others in her lifetime. 

myrrh /'ma-/ noun [noncount] : a sticky brown substance 
that comes from trees, that has a sweet smell, and that is 
used in products that give the air or people’s bodies a pleas¬ 
ing smell 

myr-tle /'ma-tl/ noun, pi myr-tles [count] : a type of small 
tree that has sweet-smelling white or pink flowers and black 
berries 

mv*self /mai'self/ pronoun 

1 : the person who is speaking or writing: a — used as the 
object of a verb or preposition to refer to yourself after you 
have already been mentioned ■ I accidentally cut myself 
while cooking. ■ I’m going to get myself a new car. ■ I bought 
myself a new suit. ■ I consider myself to be a pretty good 
swimmer. ■ I had to ask myself if this was what I truly want¬ 
ed. ■ I reminded myself that this is just a game. ■ I told a bad 
joke and made myself] ook foolish. ■ I am proud of myself for 
finishing college. ■ I could no longer keep the secret to my¬ 
self. ■ I’m doing this for myself. [=for my own benefit] ■ I said 
to myself, “Here’s a man who knows what he’s doing." ■ I had 
the house (all) to myself. [=1 was alone in the house] • I want¬ 
ed to see it for myself. [=to see it rather than have someone 
tell me about it, describe it to me, etc.] b — used for em¬ 
phasis to refer again to yourself after you have already been 
mentioned ■ I told him so myself. “ If you won’t go, then I’ll 
go myself . ■ I myself have never been to Italy. ■ I myself have 
experienced the same thing. 

2 : my normal or healthy self ■ I was nervous and uncom¬ 
fortable and just didn’t feel (like) myself. ■ I’m not feeling 
(like) myself today. I think I may be coming down with a 
cold. ■ I’m not myself today. I just don’t feel right. ■ I find it 
hard to be myself [=to relax and behave in my usual way] 
when I’m with people I don’t know well. 

by myself 1 : without any help from other people • I can’t 
do it (all) by myself . ■ It’s hard to believe that I started this 
company by myself 20 years ago. 2 : with nobody else 
: alone ■ I went to movies by myself. ■ I had to play in my 
room (all) by myself. 

mVS«te*r8*OUS /m^stirijss/ adj [more most ~] : strange, 
unknown, or difficult to understand ■ the mysterious ways of 
nature ■ We heard a mysterious noise outside our tent. ■ He 
died under mysterious circumstances. ■ A mysterious illness 
has been spreading through the city. ■ There’s something 
mysterious about that old woman. ■ Her behavior was very 
mysterious. Mysterious people are often interesting be¬ 
cause many things are not known about them. ■ A mysterious 
stranger came to our door. ■ the movie’s handsome and mys¬ 
terious main character 



mystery • nabob 
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be mysterious : to talk or behave in a way that makes other 
people feel that you must have a secret ■ What are you be¬ 
ing so mysterious about? 

— myS"te*ri«ous«ly adv ■ He died mysteriously at the age of 
32. ■ She smiled mysteriously. 
mys-tery /'mistari/ noun, pi -ter-ies 

1 [count] : something that is not known ■ Where they went is 
a mystery. [=no one knows where they went] ■ The girl’s 
name remains a mystery. : something that is difficult to un¬ 
derstand or explain ■ The mystery surrounding/of her disap¬ 
pearance has never been solved. ■ His success is something of 
a mystery. = His success is a bit of a mystery. ■ The cause of 
the disease remains a mystery to scientists. ■ I don’t know 
how he did it. It’s a mystery to me! 

2 [noncount] : the quality of being difficult to understand or 
explain : the quality of being mysterious ■ The experiment is 
cloaked/shrouded/veiled in mystery. • There is an air of mys¬ 
tery surrounding her. = She is a woman of mystery. ■ There’s 
no mystery (to/as to/about) why we’re here. = It’s no mysteiy 
why we’re here. [=we know why we are here] 

3 [count] : a religious event or idea that cannot be fully un¬ 
derstood or explained ■ the mystery of creation 

4 [count] : a book, play, or movie that describes a crime and 
the process of solving it ■ She has written many adventure 
novels and murder mysteries. — often used before another 
noun ■ mystery novels/stories ■ She’s a mystery writer. 

5 [count] : someone or something whose identity has been 
kept secret especially in order to create interest or excite¬ 
ment — usually used before another noun • We’ll reveal the 
identity of today’s mystery guest after these commercials. • 
You’ll find a mystery prize in each box. 

mystery play noun, pi ~ plays [count] : a religious play in 
the Middle Ages based on a story from the Bible (such as the 
creation of the world or the birth of Jesus Christ) 

1 mys*tic /'mistik/ noun, pi -tics [count] : a person who tries 
to gain religious or spiritual knowledge through prayer and 
deep thought: someone who practices mysticism 
2 mystic ad) [more most ~] : mystical ■ She had a mystic 

vision while praying. ■ a mystic journey 
mys*ti«cal /'mistikal/ adj 

1 [more most ~] : having a spiritual meaning that is diffi¬ 



cult to see or understand ■ He has a mystical [mystic] union/ 
relationship with God. ■ She says that the symbol has mysti¬ 
cal powers. ■ the deep, almost mystical quality of her poetry 
2 : of or relating to mystics or mysticism : resulting from 
prayer or deep thought ■ a mystical experience ■ a mystical 
journey in search of God • mystical knowledge of the spirit 
world 

— mys-ti*cal*ly /'mistikli/ adv ■ mystically united with God 
mys«ti*cism /'mistdiSizam/ noun [noncount] : a religious 
practice based on the belief that knowledge of spiritual truth 


can be gained by praying or thinking deeply ■ Jewish, Chris¬ 
tian, and Islamic mysticism ■ a student of Eastern mysticism 
mys*ti*fy /'mista.fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing [+ obj] : to 
confuse (someone) completely ■ The cause of the disease 


mystified doctors for many years. ■ Her strange behavior has 
mystified [-baffled] her friends and family. ■ I was thoroughly 
mystified by his reaction. [=1 could not understand his reac¬ 


tion] • The magician has been mystifying his audiences for 
years with his amazing tricks. 

— mys-ti*fi-ca*tion /,mist3f3'keij3n/ noun [noncount] 
— mystifying acfi [more most ~] ■ her mystifying be¬ 
havior- mys*ti"fy"ing«ly adv 

mys-tique /mi'stiik/ noun [singular] : a special quality that 
makes a person or thing interesting or exciting ■ There’s a 
certain mystique to/about people who fight fires. ■ No one 
has been able to copy the legendary singer’s mystique. ■ the 
mystique of mountain climbing 
myth /'miG/ noun, pi myths 

1 : an idea or story that is believed by many people but that 
is not true [count] It’s an enduring/persistent myth that 
money brings happiness. • The book dispels/refutes/debunks 
many myths about early American history. [=shows that 
many beliefs about early American history are wrong] ■ I 
don’t believe the myths and legend? about/surrounding this 
forest, [noncount] Contrary to popular myth , no monster 
lives in this lake. 

2 a [count] : a story that was told in an ancient culture to ex¬ 
plain a practice, belief, or natural occurrence ■ creation 
myths [=stories about how people and the world were first 
created] b [noncount] : such stories as a group ■ a student of 
Greek myth [-mythology] 

myth«ic /'miGik/ adj 

1 : of or relating to a myth ■ a mythic story : described in a 
myth ■ a mythic [=(more commonly) mythical] hero 

2 : suitable to a myth : very famous or important ■ He’s 
reached the end of a mythic [=legendary] career. ■ She’s one 
of the mythic figures in ice-skating. "His fame has grown to 
mythic proportions. 

mythical /'miGikal/ adj 

1 : based on or described in a myth ■ Hercules was a mythi¬ 
cal hero who was half man and half god. • gods fighting in a 
mythical battle in the sky • a mythical beast/creature 

2 : existing only in the imagination : imaginary ■ The 
sportswriters picked a mythical all-star team. • The benefits 
of the new policy proved to be mythical. 

— myth*i*cal*ly /'miGikli/ adv • mythically heroic charac¬ 
ters of the past 

my-thol*0*gize also Brit my*thol*o*gise /mi'Gaitojcfoaiz/ 
verb -giz*es; -gized; -giz-ing [+ obj] : to talk about or de¬ 
scribe (someone or something) as a subject that deserves to 
be told about in a myth or legend : to make (someone or 
something) seem great or heroic ■ a politician who has been 
mythologized by his supporters ■ mythologize the past 
my-thol-o-gy /mi'Gadacfei/ noun, pi -gies 

1 : the myths of a particular group or culture [noncount] 
We have been studying ancient Greek mythology, [count] 
We compared the two cultures’ mythologies. 

2 : ideas that are believed by many people but that are not 
true [noncount] Contrary to popular mythology [-myth], he 
did not actually discover the cause of the disease by himself. 
[singular] There is a popular mythology that he discovered 
the cause of the disease by himself. 

— myth*o*log*i*cal AmiGa'laicfeikal/ adj ■ mythological he¬ 
roes ■ a mythological story 


N 


1 n or N Pen/ noun, pi n’s or ns or N’s or Ns /'enz/ 

1 : the I4th letter of the English alphabet [count] a word 
that starts with an n [noncount] a word that starts with n 

2 [noncount] mathematics : a number that is part of an equa¬ 
tion and that has a value that is not stated ■ What is the value 
of n in the equation 5n + 2 = 37? 

2 n abbr noun 

’n’ also ’n /an, p/ coni : and ■ rock ’n' roll 
N abbr north, northern 

NA abbr 1 North America 2 not applicable — often writ¬ 
ten as N/A 3 not available — often written as N/A 
NAACP abbr National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People The NAACP is an American organization 


that works to protect the rights of African-Americans, 
naan also nan /'na:n/ noun [count, noncount] : an Indian 
bread that is round, flat, and soft 
nab /'naeb/ verb nabs; nabbed; nab*bing [+ obj] informal 

1 : to catch and stop or arrest (someone) ■ The police nabbed 
[=(more formally) apprehended] the two men in their hide¬ 
out. ■ nabbing criminals ■ The boss nabbed [=caught] me at 
the coffee machine and asked me to stay late. 

2 : to take or get (something) quickly and often in a way that 
is clever or rude ■ I was thinking about nabbing [=grabbing, 
snatching] that last piece of pizza. • We nabbed seats in the 
front row of the theater. 

na-bob /'nepbcr.b/ noun, pi -bobs [count] informal : a very 
rich or important person ■ corporate nabobs 
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nachos • name 


na-chos /‘na:,tfouz/ noun [plural] : tortilla chips that are 
covered with warm melted cheese and often with hot pep¬ 
pers, beans, salsa, etc. 

na-da /'naida/ noun [ noncount] informal : 1 nothing 1 ■ It 
won’t cost you anything—zero, nothing, nada. 
na*dir/ , nei,di0'//iow7i [singular] formal: the worst or lowest 
point of something • The relationship between the two coun¬ 
tries reached a/its nadir in the 1920s. — opposite ZENITH 
naff /'naef/ adj naff-er; -est [also more most ~] Brit slang 
: of low quality especially in a way that shows a lack of style 
or taste * The film was a bit naff. 

1 nag /'naeg Jverb nags; nagged; nag>ging 

1 a : to annoy (someone) by often complaining about his or 
her behavior, appearance, etc. [+ obj] — + about ■ My wife 
nags me about my busy work schedule. • Mom’s always nag¬ 
ging me about my hair, [no obj] All you ever do is nag. b 
: to annoy (someone) with repeated questions, requests, or 
orders [+ obj] My parents are always nagging me to clean 
my room. ■ He kept nagging her until she agreed to see the 
movie, [no obj ] Quit nagging ! I already said I’m not going. 

2 : to cause (someone) to feel annoyed or worried for a long 
period of time [+ obj] She’s still nagged [= bothered] by the 
thought that she could have done better, [no obj ] — often + 
at ■ The problem has been nagging at me for weeks. 

— nagging /'naegirj/ adj, always used before a noun [more ~; 
most ~J ■ A few nagging questions/problems remain. ■ I 
have this nagging doubt/feeling/fear/suspicion that our 
troubles aren’t over yet. ■ a nagging headache/cough/pain ■ 
nagging injuries that just won’t heal 
2 nag noun, pi nags [count] informal : a person who nags or 
complains too often ■ His wife’s an awful nag. — compare 
3 nag 

3 nag noun, pi nags [count] : a horse that is old and usually in 
bad condition — compare 2 nag 
nah /'nae, 'naea, 'na:/ adv, informal: 'no ^ Nah is used in 
very informal spoken English. ■ “Do you want to come with 
us?” "Nah, I’ve got too much work to do.” 

1 nail /'neil/ noun.pl nails [count] 

TT a long, thin piece of metal that is sharp at one end and 
flat at the other end and that is used chiefly to attach things 
to wood ■ a hammer and some nails — see picture at car¬ 
pentry; compare 'screw 1 

2 : the hard covering at the end of a finger or toe : a finger¬ 
nail or toenail ■ I get my nails done at the beauty salon every 
other week. ■ a pair of nail clippers — see also hangnail 
a nail in the/someone’s coffin : something that makes it 
more likely that someone or something will fail, be de¬ 
stroyed, etc. ■ Every mistake is one more nail in the coffin 
of his professional baseball career. ■ The lawyers put an¬ 
other nail in her coffin today. 

(as) hard/tough as nails of a person : very tough • When 
she’s negotiating a contract, she can be as tough as nails, 
hit the nail on the head see 'hit 
tooth and nail see tooth 
2 nail verb nails; nailed; nalhing [+ obj] 

T~always followed by an adverb, adjective, or preposition : to 
attach (something) with a nail ■ Nail the picture to the wall. ■ 
nailing [=hammering] the boards together ■ All the doors 
were nailed shut. ■ The desks and chairs had been nailed 
(down) to the floor. 

2 informal a : to catch (someone) doing something illegal 
or wrong ■ He got nailed by his parents while trying to sneak 
out of the house, b : to arrest or punish (someone) for do¬ 
ing something that is illegal or wrong ■ He got nailed for not 
paying his taxes. ■ The FBI has nailed the hackers. 

3 informal : to hit (someone or something) forcefully ■ 
Someone nailed [= whacked] him on the head with a rock. 

4 US, informal : to make or do (something) in a perfect or 
impressive way ■ She nailed a three-point shot in the final 
seconds of the game. ■ You really nailed that song. It sounded 
great! 

nail down [phrasal verb] nail (something) down or nail down 
(something) 1 : to make (something, such as a victory) 
certain to happen ■ They need to score another touchdown 
to nail down the victory. 2 : to find out or identify (some¬ 
thing) exactly • Her doctors haven’t yet been able to nail 
down a diagnosis. ■ They’re trying to nail down the cause of 
our network problems. 3 : to make (something) definite 
or final ■ nail down a decision 

nail— bit«er /'nei^baita*/ noun [singular] : something (such as 
a game or movie) that causes people to feel nervous because 
the ending is not known until the final moment ■ This elec¬ 


tion’s going to be a real nail-biter. 

— nail—bit-ing /'neil,baitii]/ adj ■ The election is heading for 
a nail-biting finish. 

nail file noun , pi ~ files [count] : a small, flat piece of metal 
or cardboard that has a rough surface and that is used for 
shaping your fingernails — see picture at GROOMING 
nail polish noun [noncount] ; a liquid that is used to paint 
fingernails and toenails • red nail polish • nail polish remover 

— called also {Brit) nail varnish; see picture at GROOMING 
native or native /na'i:v, nai'iiv/ adj [more most ~]: hav¬ 
ing or showing a lack of experience or knowledge : innocent 
or simple ■ a naive belief that all people are good ■ a naive 
view of the world ■ She asked a lot of naive questions. ■ He’s 
politically naive. = He’s naive about the nature of politics. ■ I 
was young and naive at the time, and I didn’t think anything 
bad could happen to me. ■ The plan seems a little naive. • If 
you’re naive enough to believe him, you’ll believe anyone. ■ 
We’re not naive to the fact [=we’re not unaware of the fact] 
that there are problems with the system. 

— na-ivedy or nadvedy adv • I naivety believed that we 
could fix the problem. — nad've-te also nadve»te or na- 
ive-te /na»i:v'tei, nai,i:v'tei/ noun [noncount] ■ political 
naivete — nadve-ty also nadVedy /na'iivati, nai'iivati/ 
noun [noncount) chiefly Brit ■ political naivety 

na»ked /'neikad/ adj 

1 I more most ~] : not wearing any clothes : not covered 
by clothing ■ a naked [-nude] man ■ the naked human body ■ 
her naked [=(more commonly) bare) shoulders "He was na¬ 
ked from the waist up. ■ The prisoners were stripped naked. 
[=all of their clothes were taken off] • She was half naked 
[=partly dressed] when the doorbell rang. ■ He’s stark naked. 
[=he’s completely naked] 

2 : not having a usual covering ■ The trees are still naked 
[=(more commonly) bare], but their leaves will return soon. ■ 
a naked [= uncovered] lightbulb 

3 : not having any decorations ■ the room’s naked [=bare , 
plain] walls 

4 always used before a noun a : not hidden or changed in 
any way : stated in a very clear and direct way ■ These are 
the naked facts of the case. ■ Tell me everything. I want the 
naked truth. [=the complete truth, the whole story] b 
: completely obvious ■ an act of naked aggression 

5 always used before a noun : without the use of a telescope, 
microscope, etc. ■ distant stars and planets that cannot be 
seen with the naked eye ■ Though extremely small, this in¬ 
sect is visible to the naked eye. 

— na-keddy adv ■ She’s the most nakedly ambitious person I 
know. — na-ked-ness noun [noncount) ■ The actor was 
uncomfortable with his nakedness. [=the fact that he was 
naked] 

nam-by-pani'by /,naembi'paembi/ adj [more most ~] 
informal + disapproving : too weak or gentle : not strong or 
strict enough ■ namby-pamby politicians ■ namby-pamby 
treatment of criminals 
1 name /'neim/ noun, pi names [count] 

1 : a word or phrase that refers to or that can refer to a spe¬ 
cific person ■ “What’s his (first) name ?” “His name is Jacob." 
• I took my husband’s (last) name when we got married. ■ 
Please write/sign your name on this line. ■ State your name 
and occupation. ■ I refused to give/tell them my name. • She 
has one of the most famous names [=she is one of the most 
famous people] in show business. • Can you give me the 
name of a good dentist? [=do you know a good dentist that I 
could use?] ■ Mark Twain’s real name was Samuel Clemens. ■ 
She registered at the hotel under/using a false/assumed 
name. • Samuel Clemens wrote under the name (of) Mark 
Twain. ■ My full name is Susan Elaine Smith. ■ Her name is 
Susan, but she goes by the name (of) Sue. [=people call her 
Sue] ■ Do you know a man by the name of [=do you know a 
man named] James Smith? ■ She now owns several restau¬ 
rants that bear her name. [=that are named after her] ■ Can 1 
put your name down for a donation? [=can I write down 
your name on the list of people who are giving a donation?; 
would you like to make a donation?] — see also CHRISTIAN 
NAME, FAMILY NAME, FIRST NAME, FORENAME, GIVEN 
NAME, LAST NAME, MAIDEN NAME, MARRIED NAME, MID¬ 
DLE NAME, NICKNAME, PEN NAME, PET NAME, STAGE 
NAME, SURNAME 

2 a : a word or phrase that refers to a specific place or thing 
■ We had to memorize the names of all the countries in Afri¬ 
ca. ■ “What’s your dog’s name ?” “His name is Sandy." ■ What 
was the name [=title] of that movie we saw last night? ■ This 


name ■ nameless 
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is his song “Loving You" from the album of the same name. • 
The ship's name was “Titanic.” ■ The band takes/gets its 
name from [=it is named after] its hometown. ■ The company 
gives/lends its name to one of the biggest golf tournaments 
in the country. l=the golf tournament is named after the 
company] b : a word or phrase that refers to a type or 
group of things ■ Psychologists have a name for this kind of 
behavior. ■ Is there a name for the part of the leg behind the 
knee? ■ The cougar is also known by the names “puma” and 
“mountain lion.” ■ The plant’s botanical/scientific name Is 
Chrysanthemum leucanthemum, but we know it by its com¬ 
mon name “daisy.” ■ True to their name , killer bees have been 
known to kill people. = As their name implies/suggests, kill¬ 
er bees really do kill. = Killer bees really live up to their 
name. = Killer bees are known to kill people, hence the 
name. — see also brand name, code name, place 
NAME, PROPER NAME, TRADE NAME 

3 : the general opinion that most people have about some¬ 
one or something ■ A few dishonest players have given the 
sport a bad name. [=they have made people think badly 
about the sport] ■ I won’t let you ruin our family’s good 
name. [=good reputation] ■ He’s still trying to clear his name. 
[=to prove that he is not guilty of a crime] 

4 : a famous person or thing ■ He’s one of the biggest names 
in music. ■ Our agency has represented some of the most fa¬ 
mous names in the business. ■ The following year, she took 
the role that would make her a household name. [=a very 
well-known person] — see also big name, name- 
dropping, NO-NAME 

5 : a word or phrase that is used to describe and insult some¬ 
one ■ a bad/dirty name — usually plural ■ Sticks and stones 
may break my bones but names will never hurt me! • “Ybu’re 
such a stupid jerk!” “Hey, don’t call me names !” ■ A bully at 
school was calling her names. — see also name-calling 
by name : using a name : by saying the name of someone or 

something • He never mentioned her by name [=he never 
said her name], but we all knew who he was talking about. 

■ The victim was able to identify his attacker by name. [=he 
knew the name of the person who attacked him] ■ We’ve 
had people come in to the store and ask for it by name. 

drag someone's name through the mud see ’drag 
in alt/everything but name : not in an official way but in 
every other way ■ Military governors ruled the countiy in 
all but name for many years. ■ Their marriage was over in 
all but name five years ago. 

in name only also in name — used to describe a person or 
thing that does not have the qualities that its name suggests 

■ For many years, the Emperor was the ruler in name only. 
= The Emperor ruled in name but not in fact. ■ She’s my 
boss in name only. We’re really more like partners. ■ a 
friend in name only 

in someone's/something's name or in the name of 
someone/something la — used to say that something 
officially or legally belongs to a specified person ■ We both 
own the house, but the car is in my name. • The business is 
registered in her husband’s name for tax purposes, b — 
used to say that something has or uses the name of a spec¬ 
ified person ■ Our reservation at the restaurant is in my 
name. 2 — used to say that something is done with the 
authority of a specified person or thing ■ The leader re¬ 
fused to allow such violent acts to be done in his name. ■ 
Stop in the name of the law! 3 — used to say that some¬ 
thing is given as the official reason for doing something ■ 
These laws were passed in the name of national security. ■ 
They’re tearing down historic buildings in the name of 
progress! 

know (someone) by name 1 : to know a person well 
enough to know the person’s name ■ She knows all of her 
customers by name. • I took her to a restaurant where the 
owner knows me by name. • The police know him by name. 
2 : to know a person’s name only ■ He said he only knew 
her by name and didn’t know much more about her. 
make your name or make a name for yourself : to be¬ 
come well-known or famous ■ She made her name in poli¬ 
tics as a powerful public speaker. ■ He has made quite a 
name for himself as a golfer. ■ She is making a name for her¬ 
self in the art world. 

put a name to (someone or something) : to think of and 
say the name of (someone or something) ■ Can you put a 
name to the face in this photograph? ■ I couldn’t put a 
name to the emotion I was feeling. 
take someone's name in vain see vajn 
the name of the game informal : the basic goal or purpose 


of an activity ■ When all is said and done, in business, profit 
is the name of the game. • The name of the game was win¬ 
ning by any means necessary. 

to your name : belonging to you • I haven’t a dollar/dime/ 
penny to my name. [=1 have no money] ■ She has more than 
20 novels to her name. [=she has written more than 20 nov¬ 
els] ■ a band with three hit songs to their name 
under someone's/something's name or under the name 
(of) someone/something 1 — used to say that some¬ 
thing officially or legally belongs to a specified person ■ We 
both own the house, but the car is under my name. • The 
business is registered under her husband's name for tax 
purposes. 2 — used to say that something has or uses the 
name of a specified person ■ We have dinner reservations 
under the name of Jones. 

with someone’s name on it informal : intended for some¬ 
one ■ There’s a piece of cake over there with your name on 
it. [=you should go get that piece of cake] ■ He told me he 
had a bullet with my name on it. [=he was going to shoot 
me] 

your name is mud see mud 
2 name verb names; named; naming [+ obj\ 

1 ; to give a name to (someone or something) * “What are 
you going to name your new dog?” “I think I'll name him 
Sandy.” ■ The aptly named HMS “Victorious” helped the 
British Royal Navy win an important victory. ■ A man 
named James Smith is on the phone. • We named our daugh¬ 
ter “Mary” in honor of her grandmother. ■ Alzheimer’s dis¬ 
ease was named after Dr. Alois Alzheimer. = (US) It was 
named for Dr. Alois Alzheimer. 

2 : to say the name of (someone or something) ■ Can you 
name the person who attacked you? ■ All of the authors 
named above were influenced by his work. ■ “How many of 
the 50 states of the U.S. can you name?" “Well, there’s New 
York, Connecticut, and Massachusetts, fo name (but/just/ 
only) a few." 

3 : to choose (someone) to be (something) ■ The company 
president named [^appointed] his son (as) his successor. ■ She 
was named to replace him as the company’s vice president. • 
She has been named (as) the winner of the competition. ■ 
The magazine named him (as) the best artist of the year. 

4 : to decide on or choose (something) ■ NASA has not yet 
named [=sef] the date for the shuttle launch. ■ We’ve decided 
to get married, but we haven’t named the day (of the wed¬ 
ding) yet. 

name names : to say the names of people who were in¬ 
volved in something ■ He said he knew who did it, but he 
wouldn’t name names. 

name your price : to say how much you want to pay for 
something or how much you want to sell something for ■ 
Customers can name their price. • People selling homes on 
the beach can basically name their price. [=they can sell 
their homes for any amount of money they want] 
you name it informal ; anything you could say or think of ■ 
You name it, we sell it! ■ I like all kinds of music: rock, 
blues, reggae, classical— you name it\ 

3 name adj, always used before a noun, chiefly US : having a 
well-known name and good reputation ■ We got a couple of 
name [-big-name ] bands for the show. ■ books by name au¬ 
thors ■ name players 

name brand noun, pi ~ brands [count]: a product that is 
made by a well-known company ■ clothing stores that sell 
name brands at low prices — compare brand name, store 
BRAND 

— name-brand adj, always used before a noun ■ name¬ 
brand clothing 

name—call-ing / , neim,ka:lir)/ noun [noncount] : the act of 
using offensive names to insult someone ■ “That man is an 
arrogant, immoral fool!" “I understand your anger, but 
name-calling won’t get you anywhere.” ■ Don’t resort to 
name-calling. Let’s talk about the real issues, 
name—drop*ping /'neim,dra:pir)/ noun [noncount] : the 
act of trying to impress someone by saying the names of 
well-known people that you know or have met ■ There’s an 
excessive amount of name-dropping in his autobiography. 

- name-drop /'neim,dra:p/ verb -drops; -dropped; 
-dropping [no obf] ■ He kept name-dropping [= dropping 
names] but no one was impressed. — name-drop-per 
/'neim,dra:pa7 noun, pi -pers [count] 

name-less /'neimias/ adi 

1 : having a name that is not known or told ■ the nameless 
[= anonymous , unknown ] author of the editorial ■ She left the 
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hotel with a nameless man in a black jacket. ■ a nameless in¬ 
formant ■ The source for my story prefers to remain name¬ 
less. ■ A top government official, who shall remain nameless, 
has expressed concern about the decision. 

2 : not having a name ■ a nameless [-unnamed] stream in the 
woods ■ a nameless baby 

3 : not marked with a name ■ The men were buried there in 
nameless graves. 

4 a : not able to be identified by name ■ There was a strange, 
nameless odor coming from the basement. ■ nameless fears 
and worries b : too bad to talk about • the nameless horrors 
of war 

namedy /'neimli/ adv — used when giving exact informa¬ 
tion about something you have already mentioned ■ They 
brought lunch, namely sandwiches, chips, and soda. ■ The 
disease can be prevented, namely by exercising, eating right, 
and not smoking. • I have a question; namely , should we sell 
the property or not? ■ She made a suggestion, namely that 
the student not be admitted. 

name-plate /'neim,pleit/ noun, pi -plates [count]: a metal 
or plastic sign that is attached to a door or wall and that 
shows the name of the person, group, or company that lives 
or works there 

name-sake /'neim,seik/ noun,pi -sakes [count] : someone 
or something that has the same name as another person or 
thing ■ How much did President George Bush influence his 
son and namesake George W. Bush? 
name tag noun, pi tags [count] : a piece of paper, cloth, 
plastic, or metal that has a person’s name written on it and 
that is attached to the person’s clothing ■ She handed out 
name tags for people to wear at the conference. ■ I didn’t no¬ 
tice the supervisor’s name tag on his uniform. 

1 nan /'nsen/ noun, pi nans [count] Brit : nana 

2 nan variant spelling of naan 

nana also Brit nan-na /'nzena/ noun, pi nan*as [count] 
: grandmother — used especially by young children ■ Are 
we going to visit nana today? 
nan*ny /'nseni/ noun, pi -nies [count] 

1 : a woman who is paid to care for a young child usually in 
the child’s home ■ When I was growing up, I had a nanny. 

2 Brit : grandmother 

nanny goat noun, pi ~ goats [count] : a female goat 
— compare billy goat 

nano- combining form, technical : one billionth part of some¬ 
thing • nanosecond 

nano-seoond /'nsena^ckand/ noun, pi -onds [count] 

1 technical : one billionth of a second ■ It happens in less 
than a nanosecond. 

2 : a very short time 

nano-tech-nol-o-gy ^menoutek'nadaefei/ noun [non¬ 
count] technical : the science of working with atoms and 
molecules to build devices (such as robots) that are extreme¬ 
ly small 

1 nap /'n<ep/ noun, pi naps [count] : a short period of sleep es¬ 
pecially during the day • She awoke from her nap rested and 
refreshed. ■ You look like you could use a nap. ■ He put the 
baby down for a nap. • Grandma takes a nap every after¬ 
noon. — compare 3 nap 
2 nap verb naps; napped; nap-ping [no obj] 

1 : to sleep for a short period of time especially during the 
day ■ He’s napping [=dozing] on the couch. 

2 : to be in a state in which you are not prepared to deal with 
something because you were not paying attention ■ The goal¬ 
ie had to be napping when that ball got by him. ■ When the 
problem appeared again, the government was caught nap¬ 
ping. [=the government was not prepared to deal with it] 

3 nap noun, pi naps [count] : a soft layer of threads on the sur¬ 
face of a piece of cloth, a carpet, etc. — compare *NAP 
na-palm / l nei f pa:m/ noun [noncount] : a thick substance 
that contains gasoline and that is used in bombs that cause a 
destructive fire over a wide area 
nape /'neip/ noun [singular] : the back of the neck • Her hair 
was tied back at the nape of her neck, 
nap-kin /'mepkan/ noun, pi -kins [count] : a small piece of 
cloth or paper used during a meal to clean your lips and fin¬ 
gers and to protect your clothes — called also {Brit) serviette ; 
see picture at place setitng; see also sanitary napkin 

1 nap-py /'nzepi/ adj nap-pi-er; -est US, informal, of hair 
: having many tight bends or curls • short nappy [=Jdnky] 
hair 

2 nappy noun,pi -pies [count] Brit : 'diaper 


nappy rash noun [noncount] Brit: diaper rash 
narc also nark /'na^k/ noun, pi narcs also narks [count] 
US, informal : a person (such as a government agent) who 
tries to catch criminals who buy and sell illegal drugs 
nar-cis-sis-tic /,naa‘53 , sistik/ adj [more most ~] formal 

+ disapproving : loving and admiring yourself and especially 
your appearance too much ■ a narcissistic young actor 

— nar-cis-sism /'naa'sajsizam/ noun [noncount] • the ac¬ 
tor’s narcissism 

nar-Cis-SUS /naa^sisas/ noun, pi nar-cis-si /naa-'sijsai/ or 
narcissus or nar-cls-sus-es [count ]: daffodil 
nar-CO-lep-sy /'naa'kajepsi/ noun [noncount] medical : a 
medical condition in which someone suddenly falls into a 
deep sleep while talking, working, etc. 
nar-COt-iC /naa^kaitik/ noun,pi -ics [count] 

1 : a drug (such as cocaine, heroin, or marijuana) that af¬ 
fects the brain and that is usually dangerous and illegal ■ an 
addictive narcotic — often plural ■ He was arrested for sell¬ 
ing narcotics. ■ narcotics agents/detectives • narcotics dealers/ 
traffickers [=people who sell narcotics] 

2 medical : a drug that is given to people in small amounts to 
make them sleep or feel less pain ■ a mild narcotic 

— narcotic adj ■ narcotic addiction ■ narcotic drugs ■ The 
drug has a mild narcotic effect. [=the drug makes you feel 
slightly sleepy] 

nar-rate /'ne»,eit, Brit na'reit/ verb -rates; -rat-ed; -rat¬ 
ing [+ obj] 

1 : to tell (a story) ■ The author narrates her story in great 
detail. 

2 : to say the words that are heard as part of (a movie, televi¬ 
sion show, etc.) and that describe what is being seen : to do 
the narration for (something) ■ Who narrated that film? ■ a 
documentary narrated by a famous actor 

— nar-ra-tor /'nev&iXv, Brit na'reita/ noun, pi -tors [count] ■ 
The narrator of the story is a ten-year-old child. 

nar-ra-tion /me'reijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 somewhat formal : the act or process of telling a story or 
describing what happens [noncount] the narration of events 

■ The novel uses first-person narration, [count] first-person 
narrations 

2 : words that are heard as part of a movie, television show, 
etc., and that describe what is being seen [noncount] They 
got a famous actor to do the narration for the documentary. 
[count] an actor who does narrations for documentaries 

1 nar-ra-tive /'nerativ/ noun, pi -tives [count]formal: a story 
that is told or written ■ He is writing a detailed narrative of 
his life on the island. ■ People have questioned the accuracy 
of his narrative. ■ fictional narratives 
2 narrative adj, always used before a noun 

1 : of or relating to the process of telling a story ■ her narra¬ 
tive style/technique [=the way she tells a story] 

2 : having the form of a story ■ a narrative poem 

1 nar-row /'nerou/ adj nar-row-er; -est [also more —; most 
~] 

1 : long and not wide : small from one side to the other side 

■ a long, narrow table ■ narrow hallways/passageways ■ The 
city’s ancient streets are too narrow for buses. • The sofa isn’t 
narrow enough [=it is too wide] to fit through the door. ■ a 
narrow path ■ We crossed at the narrowest part of the river. ■ 
His shoulders are very narrow. — opposite broad, wide 

2 : including or involving a small number of things or people 
: limited in range or amount ■ within the narrow limits al¬ 
lowed by law ■ They offer a narrow range/choice of flavors: 
chocolate, strawberry, and vanilla. ■ the study’s narrow focus 
on 30-year-old men ■ The study was narrow in scope. ■ a nar¬ 
row view/perspective of politics — opposite broad, wide 

3 : almost not successful: very close to failure ■ a narrow es¬ 
cape/victory : almost not enough for success ■ They won by 
a narrow [=close, small] margin. 

the straight and narrow see Straight 

— nar-row-ness noun [noncount] 

2 narrow verb -rows; -rowed; -row-ing 

1 a [+ obj] : to make (something) less wide ■ She narrowed 
her eyes and stared at me. = She stared at me through nar¬ 
rowed [=partly closed] eyes. ■ The path was narrowed by 
overgrowth, b [no obj] : to become less wide • His eyes nar¬ 
rowed as he focused on the words in front of him. ■ The vase 
narrows at its top. 

2 a [+ obj] : to make (something) smaller in amount or range 

■ The field has been narrowed [= reduced] from eight to two 
candidates. ■ We’ve been able to narrow [=limit] the search to 
a three-mile area. ■ narrowing the range of options ■ You’ll 
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need to narrow the focus of your paper to one central idea. 

— often + down ■ The choices have been narrowed down to 
two. ■ To narrow down its pool of applicants, the school made 
its admission requirements stricter, b [no obj\ \ to become 
smaller in amount or range ■ The gap between their salaries 
was beginning to narrow. 

— narrowing noun, pi -ings [count] — usually singular • a 
narrowing of the blood vessels 

nar-row-ly /'nerouli/ adv [more most ~] 

1 : by a very small number, amount, or distance ■ The bullet 
narrowly missed his heart. [=the bullet did not hit his heart, 
but it almost did] ■ We narrowly [= barely ] escaped with our 
lives. ■ The team narrowly won the last game of the season. 

2 : in a way that does not include or involve many things or 
people • While the organization defines the term “family" 
very narrowly, many people have a rather liberal idea of 
what it means to be a family. ■ The study narrowly focuses on 
30-year-old men. 

nar*rOW—mind*ed /'nerou'maindsd/ adj [more most ~] 

: not willing to accept opinions, beliefs, or behaviors that are 
unusual or different from your own ■ Her mother was 
narrow-minded about religion. ■ a narrow-minded view of ra¬ 
cial issues 

— nar-row-mind«ed-ness noun [noncount] 
nar-rows /■nerooz/ noun [plural] : a narrow passage that 

connects two areas of water ■ He skillfully sailed the ship 
through the narrows. 

nary /'neri/ adj not one — used in the phrases nary a or 
nary an • They survived the accident with nary a scratch. 
[=without a single scratch] ■ Nary a word was spoken. 
NASA /'nsess/ abbr National Aeronautics and Space Admin¬ 
istration NASA is a U.S. government organization that is 
responsible for space travel and research. 
na*sal /'neizsl/ adj 

1 always used before a noun : of or relating to the nose ■ a 
bottle of nasal spray ■ medicine for nasal congestion ■ nasal 
passages 

2 a always used before a noun : produced by pushing air out 
through the nose when you speak ■ the nasal consonants /m/ 
and /n/ ■ the nasal vowels in French * nasal sounds b : pro¬ 
ducing nasal sounds • Her voice is harsh and nasal. 

— na-sal-ly adv ■ She sung/spoke nasally. 

NASCAR /'nzesjkaa 1 / abbr, US National Association for 
Stock Car Auto Racing 

na*SCent /'nsespt/ ad), formal : beginning to exist: recently 
formed or developed ■ nascent democratic governments ■ a 
nascent technology ■ The actress is now focusing on her na¬ 
scent singing career. 

nas-tur-tium /na'staTsm/ noun, pi -tiums [count] : a plant 
with circular leaves and yellow, orange, or red flowers that 
are sometimes eaten 

nas*ty /'nzesti, Brit 'naisti/ adj nas-ti-er; -est [also more 
most ~] 

1 : very unpleasant to see, smell, taste, etc. • She has a nasty 
habit of biting her fingernails. ■ The food looks nasty. ■ The 
medicine left a nasty taste in my mouth. ■ a nasri>-tasting 
medicine 

2 : indecent and offensive • a violent movie with a lot of nas¬ 
ty [=bad, dirty ] language 

3 : unpleasant and unkind ■ That was a nasty [-cruel, mean] 
trick! ■ That nasty old man yelled at me just for stepping on 
his lawn! ■ He sent a nasty letter/e-mail to the company. ■ 
She’s got quite a nasty temper/disposition. ■ He said lots of 
downright nasty things about her. ■ She called him a few nas¬ 
ty names and left. 

4 : very bad or unpleasant ■ nasty weather/storms • It’s rainy 
and nasty outside. ■ I’ve got a really nasty problem. ■ He’s in 
for a nasty surprise when he gets home. ■ He just went 
through a nasty divorce. • a nasty legal battle ■ Their relation¬ 
ship got/turned nasty soon after they were married. 

5 : very serious or severe ■ You’ve got a nasty cut on your 
head. • a nasty wound : causing much damage ■ She had a 
nasty fall on the ice. • He took a nasty spill while riding his 
bike. 

— nas*ti*ly /'nsestali, Brit 'na.stali/ adv • He spoke nastily 
about his ex-girlfriend. — nas-ti-ness /'nsestinss, Brit 
'naistinas/ noun [noncount] 

natch /'nsetf/ adv, informal : as you would expect : natu¬ 
rally ■ He bought the most expensive car he could find, 
natch. 

na«tion /'neijan/ noun, pi -tions 
1 a [count] : a large area of land that is controlled by its own 


government : country • It’s one of the richest/poorest na¬ 
tions in the world. ■ the largest state/province in the nation • 
industrialized/developing nations ■ the United Nations b 
the nation : the people who live in a nation ■ The President 
will speak to the nation tonight. ■ 7 he entire nation is cele¬ 
brating the victory. 

2 Nation [count] : a tribe of Native Americans or a group of 
Native American tribes that share the same history, tradi¬ 
tions, or language ■ the Cheyenne Indian Nation ■ the Navajo 
Nation 

1 na«tion«al /'nzejgnl/ adj 

1 : of or relating to an entire nation or country ■ local and 
national governments • national politics • the national econo¬ 
my ■ national security/defense ■ the country’s national flag/ 
symbol ■ She won the national championship/title last year. ■ 
His test scores were higher than the national average. ■ They 
were national heroes. ■ Doing well in the Olympics is a mat¬ 
ter of national pride. ■ Baseball is called America’s national 
pastime. ■ The game was shown on national television. 

2 always used before a noun : owned and controlled or oper¬ 
ated by a national government • Arlington National Ceme¬ 
tery in Washington, D.C. ■ the National Museum of Art ■ a 
national bank/forest 

— na-tion-al-ly /'nte/anali /adv ■ ^nationally televised game 
■ The movie opens nationally [=in theaters throughout the 
nation] this weekend. • She ranks high nationally in her 
math and science scores. ■ The university is known nation¬ 
ally and internationally for its writing program. 
2 national noun, pi -als 

1 [count] formal : a person who is a citizen of a country ■ 
She’s a Mexican national now working in the United States. ■ 
foreign nationals 

2 nationals [plural] : competitions in which people or teams 
from all areas of a country compete ■ The U.S. Nationals will 
be held in New York City this year. 

national anthem noun, pi ~~ -thems [count] : a song that 
praises a particular country and that is officially accepted as 
the country’s song *$’■ National anthems are often played or 
sung at special events. 

national debt noun, pi ~~ debts [count] : the total amount 
of money that the government of a country owes to compa¬ 
nies, countries, etc. 

National Guard noun [singular] : a military group that is 
organized in each U.S. state but given money and supplies by 
the national government and that can be used by the state or 
the country 

National Health Service noun 
the National Health Service : the public system of medical 
care in Britain that is paid for by taxes 
National Insurance noun [noncount] : a British insurance 
system that workers and their employers contribute to regu¬ 
larly and which gives money to people who are retired, ill, or 
unemployed 

na*tion*al-ism /'nsejans^izam/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a feeling that people have of being loyal to and proud of 
their country often with the belief that it is better and more 
important than other countries ■ The war was caused by na¬ 
tionalism and greed. — compare patriotism 

2 : a desire by a large group of people (such as people who 
share the same culture, history, language, etc.) to form a sep¬ 
arate and independent nation of their own ■ Scottish nation¬ 
alism 

1 na*tion«al*ist /'nzejanahst/ noun, pi -ists [count] 

1 : a supporter of or believer in nationalism ■ German/ 
American/Russian nationalists 

2 or Nationalist : a member of a political group that wants 
to form a separate and independent nation ■ Irish National¬ 
ists 

Nationalist adj, always used before a noun 

1 : of or relating to nationalism ■ nationalist beliefs/ideolo¬ 
gies/sentiments 

2 or Nationalist : of or relating to a political group that 
wants to form a separate and independent nation • The 
country’s Nationalist Party won the election. 

na*tion*al*iS a tiC /insejans'listik/ adj [more most ~]: re¬ 
lating to or showing a belief that your country is better and 
more important than other countries ■ the political party’s 
nationalistic ideology ■ nationalistic election speeches 
na*tion*al-i-ty /jnsfa'nsbti/ noun, pi -ties 
1 [count] : a group of people who share the same history, tra¬ 
ditions, and language, and who usually live together in a par¬ 
ticular country ■ The country is home to five nationalities 
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and seven languages. ■ people of all races and nationalities 
2 formal : the fact or status of being a member or citizen of a 
particular nation [noncount\ She’s American, but her par¬ 
ents are of Japanese nationality. ■ He has held French nation¬ 
ality for the past 20 years, [count] The university has stu¬ 
dents of over 50 nationalities. 

na-tion-al-ize /'nsjanajaiz/ also Brit na*tion«al*ise verb 
-iz-es; -ized; -iz*ing [+ obj] : to cause (something) to be un¬ 
der the control of a national government ■ The government 
nationalized the health-care system in the mid-1950s. ■ na¬ 
tionalizing the country’s oil supply — opposite privatize, 
(Brit) DENATIONALIZE 

- na-tion-al-i-za-tion also Brit na*tion-al‘i*sa>tion 

Amejanala'zeijan, Brit ,n£eJanadai *zeiJan/now/i [noncount] 
■ the nationalization of health care 

National League noun 

the National League : one of the two major leagues in pro¬ 
fessional U.S. baseball — compare American league 
national monument noun, pi ~ -merits [count] : a place 
(such as an old building or an area of land) that is owned and 
protected by a national government because of its natural 
beauty or its importance to history or science ■ the Statue of 
Liberty National Monument 

national park noun, pi ~ parks [count] : an area of land 
that is owned and protected by a national government be¬ 
cause of its natural beauty or its importance to history or sci¬ 
ence • Yellowstone National Park 
na*tion*hOOd /'neij3n,hud/ noun [ noncount ] : the state of 
being an independent nation ■ the early days of U.S. nation¬ 
hood ■ The colonists showed a strong desire for nationhood. 
na«tion—state /'neijan'steit/ noun, pi -states [count] : a 
form of political organization in which a group of people 
who share the same history, traditions, or language live in a 
particular area under one government 
na-tion*wide /,neij3n'waid/ adj : including or involving all 
parts of a nation or country ■ The murders attracted nation¬ 
wide attention. 

— nationwide adv ■ The company has opened several stores 
nationwide. 

1 native /'neitiv/ adj 

1 always used before a noun a : bom in a particular place ■ 
I’m a native New Yorker. [=1 was bom in New York] ■ people 
who are native to France b — used to refer to the place 
where a person was bom and raised ■ He’s a hero in his native 
country. ■ After 30 years, I am finally returning to my native 
land. 

2 a always used before a noun : belonging to a person since 
birth or childhood ■ She speaks English, but it’s not her na¬ 
tive [=first] language/tongue. — see also native speaker 
b : existing naturally as an ability, quality, etc., that some¬ 
one has ■ She has a native ability to learn quickly. ■ his native 
wit 

3 a : produced, living, or existing naturally in a particular 
region ■ native [=indigenous] birds and animals * The island is 
home to several native species of trees. — often + to • birds 
that are native to the continent b — used to refer to the 
place or type of place where a plant or animal normally or 
naturally lives ■ Increasing pollution is endangering the 
plant’s native habitat. 

4 always used before a noun : of or relating to a group of peo¬ 
ple who were living in an area (such as North America or Af¬ 
rica) when a new group of usually European people arrived ■ 
native societies ■ native art/traditions ■ native inhabitants/ 
peoples 

go native : to start to behave or live like the local people ■ 
After a few weeks, she was comfortable enough to go na¬ 
tive and wear shorts to work. 

2 native noun, pi -tives [count] 

1 : a person who was bom or raised in a particular place ■ 
She’s a native of France who moved to the United States 
when she was 15. ■ I’m a California native. ■ He wishes he 
could speak Spanish like a native. 

2 : a person from a group of people who were living in an 
area (such as South America or Africa) when Europeans 
first arrived 4- This sense of native was commonly used in 
the past but is now often considered offensive. 

3 : a kind of plant or animal that originally grew or lived in a 
particular place ■ The plant is a native of Central and South 
America. 

Native American noun, pi ~~ -cans [count] : a member of 
any of the first groups of people living in North America or 
South America; especially : a member of one of these groups 
from the U.S. 


usage Native American is the term that is now most often 
used for people whose ancestors lived in North and South 
America before the arrival of Europeans in 1492. The term 
American Indian is also often used, but it is offensive to 
some people. The term Indian by itself is also still used but 
is now often considered offensive and should usually be 
avoided. 


— Native American adj ■ Native American tribes ■ their Na¬ 
tive American ancestors ■ She’s part Native American. 

native speaker noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a person who 
learned to speak the language of the place where they were 
bom as a child rather than learning it as a foreign language ■ 
She’s a native speaker of Swahili. ■ That kind of mistake is 
rarely made by native speakers. 

Na-tiv-i-ty /na'tivati/ noun 

the Nativity : the birth of Jesus • a painting of the Nativity 

— Nativity or nativity adj, always used before a noun ■ the 
nativity stories in the Bible ■ a Nativity scene [=a picture or 
a set of statues representing the birth of Jesus] 

natl. or nat’l abbr national 

NATO /'neitou/ abbr North Atlantic Treaty Organization < 0* 
NATO is an organization of countries that have agreed to 
provide military support to each other. It includes many Eu¬ 
ropean countries as well as the U.S. and Canada, 
nat-ter /'nseta 1 / verb -ters; -tered; -terming [no obj] chiefly 
Brit : to talk about unimportant things for a long time ■ If 
you ask about his grandchildren, he’ll natter on about them 
for hours. ■ She nattered about herself through our entire 
meal. 

— natter noun [singular] Brit ■ We had a nice natter [=chat] 
on the phone. 

nat-ty /'nzeti/ adj nat*ti*er; -est informal : very neat and 
clean ■ a soldier in his natty blue uniform ■ He’s quite a natty 
dresser. 

— nat-ti-ly /'njetali/ adv ■ a nattily dressed man 
1 nat«U«ral /'nEetfaral/ adj 

TT: existing in nature and not made or caused by people 
: coming from nature ■ natural silk • furniture made of natu¬ 
ral materials • The river forms a natural boundary between 
the two countries. ■ That’s not his natural hair color. [=he 
dyes his hair] ■ a natural lake [=a lake that is not man-made] ■ 
She prefers to use natural light [=light from the sun] when 
taking photographs. ■ a country rich in natural resources [=a 
country that has many valuable plants, animals, minerals, 
etc.] ■ learning more about the natural world [=animals, 
plants, etc.] b : not having any extra substances or chemi¬ 
cals added : not containing anything artificial • natural soap/ 
yogurt ■ natural foods like whole grain bread and fresh vege¬ 
tables ■ Our bakery uses all-natural ingredients, [^ingredients 
that are from nature and not artificial] 

2 : usual or expected : normal ■ Gray hair is one of the nat¬ 
ural consequences of getting older. ■ a natural increase in the 
population ■ the natural course of the disease ■ It’s perfectly/ 
only natural to feel nervous before a test. ■ He died of natural 
causes. [=he died because he was ill or old and not by being 
killed in an accident, battle, etc.] — see also natural 
CHILDBIRTH 

3 always used before a noun — used to describe a quality, 
ability, etc., that a person or animal is bom with and does 
not have to learn ■ The science class will encourage his natu¬ 
ral curiosity. ■ She has a natural talent for art. ■ He has a nat¬ 
ural ability to make people feel comfortable. ■ She’s a natural 
athlete/leader. [=she has natural abilities that make her a 
good athlete/leader] 

4 4- To be/act/look natural is to be normal and relaxed in the 
way you behave and look. • I’m going to take your picture 
but don’t pose— look natural. ■ Try to be/act natural. 

5 always used before a noun a : related by blood ■ his natu¬ 
ral mother [=the woman who gave birth to him] ■ She was 
adopted immediately after she was bom and never knew her 
natural [=(more commonly) birth] parents, b old-fashioned 
: bom to parents who are not married to each other : ille¬ 
gitimate • a natural son/daughter 

6 of a choice, decision, etc. : logical and reasonable ■ We con¬ 
sidered our options, and this car was the natural choice. 
[=the choice that made the most sense] ■ He is the natural 
choice to succeed his father as company president. ■ They 
made the natural decision to keep trying. 

7 always used before a noun, formal : based on a sense of 
what is right and wrong ■ natural justice/law 

8 music : neither a sharp nor flat ■ B natural ■ F natural 
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— nat-u-ral-ness /'nsetfaralnas/ noun [noncount] ■ his natu¬ 
ralness as an actor ■ the naturalness of his acting 

2 natural noun, pi -rals [count] 

1 a : someone who is good at doing something from the first 
time it is done : someone who has a natural ability to do 
something — usually singular ■ She loved rock climbing 
from the start. She’s a natural . — often + at » He’s a natural 
at (playing) the piano. ■ a natural at golf b : someone or 
something that is suited for a particular job, purpose, etc. — 
usually singular; usually + for • He is a natural for the job. ■ 
The bread’s texture makes it a natural for eating with stew. 

2 a : a musical note that is neither sharp nor flat b : a writ¬ 
ten symbol ^ that is placed before a musical note to show 
that it is neither sharp nor flat 

natural—born adj, always used before a noun : able to do 
something well immediately or from the very first time ■ 
She’s a natural-bom artist/leader. [=she has natural abilities 
that make her a good artist/leader] 
natural childbirth noun [noncount] : a method of giving 
birth to a baby in which the mother chooses not to use drugs 
to reduce pain or to make the birth happen more quickly 
natural disaster noun, pi ~ -ters [count] : a sudden and 
terrible event in nature (such as a hurricane, tornado, or 
flood) that usually results in serious damage and many 
deaths 

natural gas noun [noncount] : gas that is taken from under 
the ground and used as fuel ■ a house heated by natural gas 
natural history noun [noncount] : the study of plants, ani¬ 
mals, and sometimes ancient human civilizations ■ the natu¬ 
ral history of bees ■ We went to the Natural History Museum. 
nat*U«ral*ism /'nEetfarailizam/ noun [noncount] : a style of 
art or literature that shows people and things as they actually 
are 

1 nat*U < ral*ist /'neetfaralist/ noun, pi -ists [count] : a person 
who studies plants and animals as they live in nature ■ a 
world-renowned naturalist 

2 naturalist adj ; naturalistic 2 • a naturalist painting/ 
painter 

nat*U*ral«is*tic /.naetfara'listik/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : looking like what appears in nature : not looking artifi¬ 
cial or man-made ■ The zoo strives to create naturalistic set¬ 
tings for the animals. 

2 : using naturalism in art or literature : showing people or 
things as they really are ■ naturalistic writing/paintings 

nat-U-raMze also Brit nat*u*ral*ise /'nsetfara^aiz/ verb 
-iz*es; -ized; -iz.ing 

1 [+ obf] : to allow (someone who was born in a different 
country) to become a new citizen ■ The government refused 
to naturalize them without documentation. ■ naturalized citi¬ 
zens of the U.S. 

2 : to cause (a plant or animal from another place) to begin 
to grow and live in a new area [+ obf] Several Asian fish have 
become naturalized in these lakes. ■ Before you naturalize 
bulbs in your lawn, fertilize well, [no obf] These daisies natu¬ 
ralize well in the Pacific Northwest. 

- nat-u-ral-l-za-tion also Brit nat>u>ral-i-sa-tion 

/.naetfarala'zeijan, Brit l naetf3r3,lai , zeiJ'3n//Jow« [noncount] 
• immigrants seeking naturalization ■ the naturalization of 
new plants in the river basin 
nat*U*raMy /'natfarali/ adv 

1 — used to describe something that happens or exists by it¬ 
self without being controlled or changed by someone ■ Her 
hair curls naturally. • a naturally sweet tea ■ A number of im¬ 
portant vitamins are found naturally in dark green vegeta¬ 
bles like spinach. ■ Pearls are produced naturally by oysters. ■ 
He is naturally blond. ■ Their friendship developed naturally 
over time. 

2 — used to say that something is expected or normal ■ Nat¬ 
urally, some mistakes were made. ■ When he heard the com¬ 
ment, he was naturally [=of course] a little offended. • Natu¬ 
rally you’ll want rooms for the night. ■ “Did you visit her 
while you were there?” “ Naturally .” [=of course; yes] 

3 : because of a quality or skill that a person or animal is 
bom with ■ She’s naturally competitive. ■ He’s naturally able 
to make people feel comfortable. ■ Cats are said to be natu¬ 
rally curious. 

4 : in a way that is relaxed and normal ■ It’s hard to speak/ 
act naturally when you’re nervous. 

5 : in a way that makes sense : in a logical and reasonable 
way ■ Her conclusions follow naturally from the theory. • 
Questions about the journalist’s sources arise naturally from 
such a controversial report. ■ When I saw that there were no 


lights on in the house, I naturally assumed you were asleep. 
come naturally > If something comes naturally to you, you 
are able to do or learn it easily. • Musical talent comes nat¬ 
urally to that family. ■ Memorizing important dates in his¬ 
tory came naturally to him [=was easy for him] in school, 
natural science noun, pi ~ -ences : a science (such as 
physics, chemistry, or biology) that studies the physical and 
natural world or the events that happen in nature [count] 
He is interested in the natural sciences, [noncount] a new ap¬ 
proach to natural science 

natural selection noun [noncount] : the process by which 
plants and animals that can adapt to changes in their envi¬ 
ronment are able to survive and reproduce while those that 
cannot adapt do not survive 

natural wastage noun [noncount] Brit : ATTRITION 1 
nature /'neitf<*/ noun . pi -tures 
‘1 also Nature [noncount] a : the physical world and every¬ 
thing in it (such as plants, animals, mountains, oceans, stars, 
etc.) that is not made by people ■ the beauty of nature • She is 
a real nature lover. = She really loves nature. [=she loves to 
spend time outdoors] ■ He devoted himself to the study of 
nature. ■ That is a color not found in nature. • nature photog¬ 
raphy ■ nature conservation b : the natural forces that con¬ 
trol what happens in the world ■ the forces of nature ■ Hun¬ 
ger is nature's way of telling you to eat. ■ Gravity is one of the 
basic laws of nature. — see also call of nature, freak 
OF NATURE, MOTHER NATURE 

2 : the way that a person or animal behaves : the character 
or personality of a person or animal [count] She has a com¬ 
petitive nature. [=she is competitive] ■ The differences in 
their natures was easy to see. ■ an animal with a gentle nature 
[=a gentle animal] [noncount] The children took advantage 
of the teacher’s good nature. [=the teacher’s kindness] ■ She’s 
very competitive by nature. — see also good-natured, 
HUMAN NATURE, ILL-NATURED, SECOND NATURE 

3 : a basic quality that something has [count] — usually sin¬ 
gular, often + of ■ the nature of steel ■ What is the true nature 
of democracy? ■ Because of the fragile nature of the manu¬ 
scripts [=because the manuscripts are fragile], the museum 
keeps them behind glass, [noncount] Her writing is humor¬ 
ous in nature. [=her writing has humorous qualities] 

4 [singular] : a particular kind of thing ■ What is the nature of 
your problem? [=what kind of problem do you have?] ■ pa¬ 
pers of a confidential nature [=papers that are confidential] ■ 
His medical condition is not of a serious nature. [=is not seri¬ 
ous] ■ You’ll need to bring a toothbrush, soap, and things of 
that nature. [=other similar things] 

get/go back to nature also return to nature : to spend time 
living in a simple way without modern machines, electrici¬ 
ty, etc. ■ They went on a camping trip to get back to nature, 
let nature take its course : to allow something to happen 
without trying to control it ■ The injury should heal within 
a few weeks if you just let nature take its course. 
nature reserve noun, pi ~ -serves [count] : an area 
where animals and plants are protected and that has few 
buildings or homes — called also (US) nature preserve 
nature trail noun, pi ~ trails [count] : a path through a for¬ 
est, field, mountain range, etc., that is used for hiking and 
seeing plants and animals 

na-tur-ism/’neitf^nzam/ noun [noncount] Brit : nudism 
na-tUMSt/'neitfarist/ how/i. pi -ists [count] Brit : nudist 
na*tU«rop»a«thy /.neitfa'rcrpaBi/ noun [noncount] : the 
treatment of illness by using diet, herbs, exercises, etc., with¬ 
out using standard drugs or surgery 

— na-tu-ro-path /'neitfew^pzeB/ noun, pi -paths [count] • 
She has been trained as a naturopath. — na«tu*ro*path*ic 
/ineitfara'pseGik/ adj [more most ~] ■ a naturopathic 
treatment 

naught (chiefly US) or chiefly Brit nought /'na:t/ pronoun, 
old-fashioned : ‘nothing ■ All our efforts came to naught. - 
(US) All our efforts went for naught. [=we did not succeed in 
doing what we were trying to do] ■ (chiefly US) It was all for 
naught. [=it was all for nothing] 
naugh*ty /'na:ti/ adj naugh-ti-er; -est 

1 : behaving badly — used especially to describe a child who 
does not behave properly or obey a parent, teacher, etc. ■ a 
naughty [=bad\ boy/girl ■ Were you naughty today at school 
or did you obey the teacher? — sometimes used humorously 
to describe an adult who does something slightly wrong or 
improper ■ I was naughty and cheated on my diet. 

2 informal: relating to or suggesting sex in usually a playful 
way ■ She gave him a naughty smile. ■ No naughty [=dirty] 
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jokes in front of the children, please! ■ a naughty outfit 

— naugh-ti-ly /'naitali/ adv ■ She smiled naughtily. 
— naugh-ti-ness /'naitinas/ noun [noncount] • Oh, you’ll 
be punished for your naughtiness ! 

nau-sea /'ncuzija/ noun [noncount\: the feeling you have in 
your stomach when you think you are going to vomit» Some 
people experience nausea when flying. ■ A feeling/wave of 
nausea suddenly came over me. 
naU'Se-ate /'na:zi,eit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at*ing [+ obj] 

1 : to cause (someone) to feel like vomiting ■ The smell of 
gasoline nauseates me. 

2 : to cause (someone) to feel disgusted ■ It nauseated him to 
see the way the animals were treated. 

— nauseated adj ■ He was feeling weak and nauseated. 
nauseating adj [more most ~] 

1 : causing you to feel like you are going to vomit»the nau¬ 
seating smell of rotting garbage 

2 : causing disgust ■ The way the animals were treated was 
nauseating. ■ It was nauseating to see the two of them act like 
lovesick teenagers. 

— nau-se*at*ing-ly adv • His letter to her was nauseatingfy 
sweet. 

nau-seous /'naijas. 'narzijas/ adj [more most —] 

1 : feeling like you are about to vomit • The smell of gasoline 
makes me nauseous. ■ I began to feel nauseous. 

2 : causing you to feel like you are going to vomit ■ the nau¬ 
seous [=(more commonly) nauseating} smell of rotting gar¬ 
bage 

3 : causing disgust ■ the nauseous [=(more commonly) nau¬ 
seating] spectacle of politicians blaming each other 

nau-ti-cal /'naitikal/ adj : relating to ships and sailing ■ a 
dictionary of nautical terms ■ nautical charts 
nautical mile noun, pi ~ miles [count] : a unit of distance 
equal to 1,852 meters or 1.15 miles that is used for sea and air 
travel 

Na-va-jo /*naev3,hou/ noun, pi Navajo or Na«va«jos 

1 [count] : a member of a Native American people originally 
from New Mexico and Arizona 

2 [noncount] : the language of the Navajo people 

na*val /'neivsl/ adj, always used before a noun : of or relating 
to a country’s navy ■ naval base/history/officer 
nave /'neiv/ noun, pi naves [count] : the long center part of 
a church where people sit 

na*vel /'neival/ noun, pi -vels [count] : the small, hollow or 
raised area in the middle of your stomach — called also belly 
button', see picture at human 

navel—gaz-ing /'neival'geizirj/ noun [noncount] somewhat 
humorous : the activity of thinking too much or too deeply 
about yourself, your experiences, your feelings, etc. ■ I think 
she’s a good writer, but her essays are full of navel-gazing. 
navel orange noun, pi ~~ -anges [count] : a kind of orange 
that does not have seeds 

nav*i*ga*ble /'naevigabal/ adj : deep and wide enough for 
boats and ships to travel on or through : capable of being 
navigated ■ a navigable river ■ The marsh was navigable only 
by canoe. — sometimes used figuratively • This Web site is 
well-organized and easily navigable. [=it is easy to get from 
one Web page to another within that Web site] ■ The legal 
system is not easily navigable. [=it is difficult to understand 
the legal system] 

— nav-i-ga-bil*i-ty Anzeviga'bilati/ noun [noncount] ■ We 
are unsure about the navigability of the river. 

navigate /'naev3,geit/ verb -gates; -gat-ed; -gating 

1 : to find the way to get to a place when you are traveling in 
a ship, airplane, car, etc. [no obj] For thousands of years, 
sailors navigated by the stars. ■ How about if you drive and I 
navigate ? [+ obj] I’d need a map to navigate the city. — often 
used figuratively ■ We have had to carefully navigate (our 
way) through a maze of rules and regulations. 

2 a : to sail on, over, or through an area of water [+ obj] 
Only flat-bottomed boats can safely navigate the canal, [no 
obj] He has learned to navigate in rough waters, b : to trav¬ 
el on, over, or through (an area or place) [+ obj] The down¬ 
town area is easily navigated on foot. * She has trouble navi¬ 
gating the stairs with her crutches, [no obj] It took us 10 
minutes to navigate through the parking lot to the exit. 

3 [+ obj] : to control the direction of (something, such as a 
ship or airplane) : steer ■ The captain navigated the ship. ■ 
He has had experience navigating airplanes through storms. 

— often used figuratively ■ She has carefully navigated the 
company through some difficult times. 

4 computers : to go to different places on the Internet or on a 


particular Web site in order to find what you want [+ obj] 
You navigate this site by clicking on the pictures. ■ There are 
a number of browsers that can be used to navigate the Web/ 
Internet, [no obj] A fast connection makes it easier to navi¬ 
gate on the Internet. 

nav«i*ga*tion Anzevs'geijsn/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the act, activity, or process of finding the way to get to a 
place when you are traveling in a ship, airplane, car, etc. ■ If 
you’re going to be a good sailor/pilot, you need to master 
navigation. ■ navigation by satellite ■ I don’t mind driving if 
you’re willing to do the navigation. ■ Our new car has an on¬ 
board navigation system. 

2 : the act of moving in a boat or ship over an area of water ■ 
Navigation becomes more difficult further upriver. 

3 computers : the act of going to different places on the In¬ 
ternet or on a particular Web site in order to find what you 
want ■ There are back and forward buttons for easier brows¬ 
er navigation. 

— nav»i»ga*tion«al Anzevs'geijsn]/ adj, always used before a 
noun ■ The car is equipped with a navigational system. 

nav*i*ga*tor /'nsevdigeita-/ noun, pi -tors [count] 

1 : a person who finds out how to get to a place : a person 
who navigates a ship, an airplane, etc. ■ The crew includes a 
copilot and a navigator. • Would you be willing to act as nav¬ 
igator while I drive? 

2 : a device (such as a computer) that is used to plan or find 
the route to a place • The ship is equipped with a satellite 
navigator. 

nav-vy /'nzevi/ noun, pi -vies [count] Brit : a worker who 
does very hard physical labor 
na«yy /'neivi/ noun, pi -vies 

1 [count] : the part of a country’s military forces that fights 
at sea using ships, submarines, airplanes, etc. ■ A similar sub¬ 
marine is used by several foreign navies. ■ a career in the 
navy — usually capitalized when a specific navy is being re¬ 
ferred to • the Russian Navy ■ He plans to join the Navy. 

2 [noncount] : navy blue • The shirt comes in black, white, 
and navy. ■ a navy sweater 

navy bean noun, pi ~ beans [count] US : a type of white 
bean — called also (Brit) haricot bean 
navy blue noun [noncount] : a very dark blue ■ I ordered 
the same jacket in navy blue. — called also navy ; see color 
picture on page C2 

— navy blue adj • a navy blue dress 
1 nay /'nei/ adv 

1 old-fashioned + literary — used to correct what you have 
said by replacing a word with one that is more accurate or 
appropriate ■ The letter made her happy— nay, ecstatic. [=it 
did not just make her happy, it made her ecstatic] 

2 old-fashioned : 1 no • Nay , I do not wish to go. ■ I dare not 
say him nay. [=1 dare not say no to him] 

2 nay noun, pi nays [count] formal : a no vote ■ We have 6 nays 
[=6 votes of “no”] and 12 yeas, so the measure passes. 

— compare 2 aye, 2 yea 

nay-say-er /*nei|Seja7 noun, pi -ers [count] formal : a per¬ 
son who says something will not work or is not possible : a 
person who denies, refuses, or opposes something • There 
are always naysayers who say it can’t be done. 

Na-zi /'naitsi/ noun, pi -zis [count] 

1 : a member of a German political party that controlled 
Germany from 1933 to 1945 under Adolf Hitler 

2 disapproving : an evil person who wants to use power to 
control and harm other people especially because of their 
race, religion, etc. ■ a gang of racist Nazis — see also neo- 

NAZI 

— Nazi adj • Nazi ideology — Na«zism /'na:t,siz3m/ noun 
[noncount] 

NB also N.B. abbr please note — used in writing to tell the 
reader that something is important ■ NB: applications will 
not be accepted after May 5. ^ The abbreviation NB comes 
from the Latin phrase “nota bene,” which means “mark 
well.” 

NBA abbr, US National Basketball Association The NBA is 
the major professional basketball league in the U.S. 

NBC abbr, US National Broadcasting Company ^ NBC is 
one of the major television networks in the U.S. 

NC abbr North Carolina 

NCAA abbr, US National Collegiate Athletic Association 
The NCAA is an organization that organizes athletic activi¬ 
ties for many U.S. colleges and universities. 

NCO /,en,si:'ou/ noun, pi NCOs [count] : noncomissioned 
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NC-17 /'en'si^sevan'tiin/ — used as a special mark to indi¬ 
cate that no one who is 17 years old or younger may see a 
particular movie in a movie theater ■ The movie is rated NC- 
17. — compare G, pg, pg-13, r, x 
N D abbr North Dakota 

-nd — used in writing after the number 2 for the word second 

■ He’s in 2nd [=second\ grade. ■ She came in 42 nd in the race. 
NE abbr 1 Nebraska 2 New England 3 northeast 
Ne*an«der*thal /ni'aenda^ta:!/ noun, pi -thals [count] 

1 : a type of early human being that existed very long ago in 
Europe — called also Neanderthal man 

2 informal + disapproving a : a man who is stupid and rude 

■ I can’t believe I was married to that Neanderthal for three 
years, b : a person who has very old-fashioned ideas and 
who does not like change ■ Some Neanderthals continue to 
resist the education reform bill. 

Ne«a«poM*tan ice cream /inirja'pailatan-/ noun [non¬ 
count] : ice cream with three different flavors (such as straw¬ 
berry, vanilla, and chocolate) that are arranged in layers 
1 near /'ni&/ adv near-er; -est 

1 : close to someone or something in distance ■ I hope that 
dog doesn’t come any nearer (to me). ■ Be sure to have a fire 
extinguisher near at hand. [=close enough to reach easily] — 
often used figuratively ■ We’re getting nearer to the truth. ■ 
We came very near to canceling the trip. [=we almost can¬ 
celed the trip] ■ Her new book is good, but it doesn’t even 
come near to her first book. [=it is not nearly as good as her 
first book] 

2 : not far away in time ■ The end of the long winter is near. 
[=it will happen soon] ■ He became more nervous as the day 
of the wedding drew near. [=approached\ got closer] 

3 : almost or nearly ■ The plant was near dead when 1 got it. ■ 
a near perfect score ■ The job is (damn/damned/dam) near 
impossible. — see also nowhere near at ’nowhere 

as near as damn it or as near as dammit Brit, informal — 
used to say that something is so close to being correct or 
true that it can be regarded as correct or true ■ The hotel 
room will cost 300 pounds, as near as damn it. ■ She’s the 
best player in the world or as near as dammit. 

(as) near as l can tell/figure US, informal : based on what I 
know • As near as I can tell, we’ll arrive by six o’clock. 
from far and near, from near and far see ’far 
2 near prep : close to (something or someone) ■ I left the box 
near the door. ■ The cat won’t go near fire. ■ She stood near 
me. ■ There are several beaches near here. ■ She came home 
near midnight. ■ We feared he was near death. 

3 near adj nearer; -est 

1 : located a short distance away : close ■ The nearest gro¬ 
cery store is three blocks away. ■ The airport is quite near. 
[=nearby] 

2 : not far away in time ■ Summer is getting nearer. ■ I hope 
to visit in the near future. [=1 hope to visit soon] 

3 always used before a noun a — used to refer to the side, 
end, etc., that is closer • There is a fishing camp on the far 
side of the lake, but nothing on the near side, b Brit, of a car 
: left-hand ■ The near side headlight is out. — compare 
off; see also nearside 

4 always used before a noun : almost happening ■ The cere¬ 
mony was a near disaster. [=was nearly a disaster] ■ After a 
near win [=after nearly winning] in the first competition, he 
is ready to try again. ■ (Brit) Our team won the match, but it 
was a very near thing. [=we almost lost the match] — see 
also NEAR MISS 

5 always used before a noun a : close to being something ■ 
Her victory is a near certainty. [=it is nearly certain that she 
will win] ■ a near miracle ■ celebrities and near celebrities 
[=people who are almost celebrities] b nearest : most sim¬ 
ilar ■ The lake was the nearest thing to an ocean [=the thing 
most like an ocean] that she had ever seen. 

6 : coming after someone or something : in the position or 
rank after someone or something ■ He finished the race 
ahead of his nearest rival by only a few feet. 

7 always used before a noun : closely related ■ These two 
kinds of plants are near relatives. • Only near relations [=sis- 
ters, brothers, parents, etc.] were invited to the wedding. 
near and dear : very close in relationship ■ friends who are 

near and dear ■ my nearest and dearest friend 
too near for comfort see 'comfort 
to the nearest — used to indicate the number of pounds, 
dollars, etc., that is closest to a slightly higher or lower 
number or amount ■ What is the weight of your baggage to 


the nearest pound? ■ $13.75 rounded up to the nearest dollar 
is $14. 

— near-ness noun [noncount] ■ He missed her nearness. 
[=closeness] ■ the nearness of the storm 

4 near verb nears; neared; near-ing : to come closer in 
space or time to someone or something : approach [no 
obj] As the date of the performance neared , we grew more 
and more anxious. ■ He always cheers up when baseball sea¬ 
son nears. [+ obj] The airplane began to descend as it neared 
the island. ■ He must be nearing 80 years of age. ■ The negoti¬ 
ators were nearing a decision. ■ The project is nearing com¬ 
pletion. [=is almost finished] 

near»bv /nia^bai/ adj : not far away : located at a short dis¬ 
tance from someone or something • a nearby village/river ■ I 
spoke with a nearby policeman about the accident. ■ He 
works at the nearby university. 

— nearby adv ■ They live nearby. • The children played near¬ 
by at the park. 

near—death experience noun, pi ~ -ences [count]: an 
occurrence in which a person comes very close to dying and 
has memories of a spiritual experience (such as meeting dead 
friends and family members or seeing a white light) during 
the time when death was near 
Near East noun 
the Near East: middle east 

nearly /'nia4i/ adv : not completely : almost but not quite ■ 
I see her nearly every day. ■ We very nearly missed the plane. 
[=we came very close to missing the plane] ■ I nearly won. ■ I 
am nearly finished. ■ We lived there for nearly two years. ■ 
Nearly 100 people attended. • Nearly all of us got sick that 
weekend. 

not nearly : much less than : not at all • There’s not nearly 
enough flour for a cake here. • It’s not nearly as late as I 
thought it was. 

near miss noun, pi ~ miss-es [count] 

1 : an attempt that is almost successful ■ After years of near 
misses , the team has finally won a championship. 

2 : an accident that is just barely avoided ■ There have been 
two near misses [-close calls] at that airport recently. 

3 : a bomb that misses its target but still causes damage 
near-side /'nia’.said/ adj, Brit : on the left side : left-hand 

■ The car’s nearside headlight is out. • the nearside lane 
the nearside : the left-hand side ■ The car was hit on the 
nearside. — compare offside 

near-Sight-ed /'nia^saitad/ adj, chiefly US : unable to see 
things that are far away : able to see things that are close 
more clearly than things that are far away ■ He needs glasses 
because he’s nearsighted, [-(chiefly Brit ) shortsighted] 

— compare farsighted 

— near-sight-ed-ness /'nia^saitadnas/ noun [noncount] 
neat /'ni:t/ adj neat-er; -est 

1 : not messy : clean and orderly ■ He keeps his apartment 
neat and clean. ■ neat handwriting ■ The store is always busy 
but they manage to keep the shelves stocked and neat. ■ a 
nice neat pile of magazines ■ Try to be a little neater [=try not 
to make such a mess] the next time you bake cookies. ■ Fold 
the paper to make a neat edge. 

2 : liking to keep things very clean and orderly ■ His two 
roommates are both pretty neat people. [=they both like to 
have things cleaned up and put away] ■ a neat man who al¬ 
ways wore a suit 

3 a : simple and clever ■ a neat trick ■ He’s got a neat way of 
memorizing information. ■ There is, unfortunately, no neat 
solution to the problem, b US, informal: pleasant, fun, or 
interesting ■ I think it’s a neat idea [=a good idea] to invite the 
new neighbors to the cookout. ■ She’s a neat person who has 
traveled a lot. 

4 of alcoholic drinks : not mixed with anything : made with¬ 
out ice or water added ■ I like my bourbon/whiskey neat. 
[=(t/5) straight] 

— neat*ly adv ■ The books were stacked neatly in the comer. 
■ neatly arranged plates ■ The children were dressed neatly 
for the ceremony. — neat-ness noun [noncount] ■ I was 
amazed by the neatness of the room. 

neat-en /'ni:tn/ verb -ens; -ened; -en-ing : to make 
(something) orderly or neat: to clean up (something) [+ obj] 
I am trying to neaten my desk. — often + up ■ I didn’t have a 
chance to neaten up the house before the guests arrived, [no 
obj] — + up • Neaten up before you leave, 
neat freak noun, pi ~ freaks [count] US, informal: a per¬ 
son who always wants things to be very orderly and clean ■ 
My First college roommate was a real neat freak. 
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’ neath /'ni:0/ prep, literary : beneath ■ We slumbered 'neath 
the starry sky. 

neb-U-la /'ncbjsls/ noun, pi -lae /-,li:/ also -las [count] as¬ 
tronomy 

1 : a cloud of gas or dust in space that can sometimes be 
seen at night 

2 : a group of stars that are very far away and look like a 
bright cloud at night 

— neb-u*lar /'nebjala 1 / adj ■ nebular gases 
neb-U-IOUS /'ncbjalas/ adj, formal : not clear : difficult to 
see, understand, describe, etc. ■ These philosophical con¬ 
cepts can be nebulous. ■ She gave a nebulous [=vague] answer 
to the question. 

nec*eS*SaM*ly /.ncsa'serali/ adv, formal — used to say 
that something is necessary and cannot be changed or avoid¬ 
ed ■ This endeavor necessarily invol ves some risk. 
not necessarily : possibl y but not certain! y — used to say 
that something is not definite! y true ■ Seats in the front row 
are not necessarily the best. ■ “We’re going to lose this 
game.” “Not necessarily .” [=maybe not] 

1 nec«es«sarv /'ncs3,seri, Brit 'nesasri/ adj 

1 [more most ~] : so important that you must do it or 
have it : absolutely needed ■ Is it really/absolutely necessary 
for me to have surgery? ■ The threat of a thunderstorm made 
it necessary to cancel the picnic. ■ It’s not necessary to wear a 
tie. ■ Food is necessary for life. ■ We had al 1 the necessary in¬ 
gredients. ■ Apply another coat of paint if necessary. [=if it is 
needed] ■ Take as much time as necessary. [=as much time 
as you need] ■ She took the medicine onl y when absolutely 
necessary. ■ a medically necessary procedure 

2 always used before a noun, formal : unabl e to be changed 
or avoided ■ Higher prices are a necessary consequence of 
the company’s new services. ■ There is no necessary connec¬ 
tion between what is legal and what is moral. [=what is legal 
does not always have to be moral and what is moral does not 
always have to be legal] 

necessary evil see 2 evil 
2 necessary noun, pi -sar-ies 

1 necessaries [plural] : things (such as food, a place to live, 
and clothing) that you must have : necessary things ■ We 
need the necessaries [=(more commonl y) necessities] of 1 ife 
(to survive). 

2 the necessary Brit, informal : whatever is needed for 
some purpose ■ I’ll do the necessary [=do whatever is neces¬ 
sary] to get the job done. 

ne-ces-si-tate /ni'scsa.teit/ verb -tates; -tat-ed; -tat-ing 

[+ obj] formal : to make (something) necessary ■ New safety 
regul ations necessitated adding a rail ing to the stairs, 
ne-ces-si-ty /m'scsati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [count] : something that you must have or do : something 
that is necessary • Sunscreen is an absol ute necessity for the 
beach. ■ food, clothes, and other basic necessities ■ Getting 
plenty of rest is a necessity. ■ Without a car, living close to 
work is a necessity. ■ All we took with us on our hiking trip 
were the bare necessities. ■ Many families cannot even afford 
the basic/bare necessities of life. [=things that a person must 
have in order to survive] 

2 [noncount] formal : the quality of being necessary — usu¬ 
ally + of or for ■ She talked about the necessity of having the 
right training. [=she said that having the right training is nec¬ 
essary] ■ He questioned the necessity for the change. [=he 
questioned whether the change was necessary] 

by necessity or out of necessity : because of conditions 
that cannot be changed ■ The process is by necessity a si ow 
one. [=the process is necessarily slow, the slowness of the 
process cannot be avoided] ■ He works two jobs out of ne¬ 
cessity. [=because it is necessary] 
make a virtue (out) of necessity see virtue 
necessity is the mother of invention see ’mother 
of necessity formal — used to say that something must 
happen or must be the way it is ■ Further changes to the 
company will occur of necessity. 

1 neck /'nek/ noun, pi necks [count] 

1 : the part of the body between the head and the shoul ders ■ 
She craned/stretched her neck to see what was going on. ■ A 
giraffe is an animal with a very long neck. ■ He broke his 
neck in the accident. ■ Stop jumping on the bed. You’re going 
to break your neck. [=you’re going to hurt yoursel f] — see 
picture at human 

2 : the part of a piece of clothing that fits around your neck ■ 
He likes T-shirts with round necks. — see al so crew neck, 
POLO NECK, SCOOP NECK, TURTLENECK, V-NECK 


3 : a long and narrow part of something : a part that is 
shaped like a neck ■ He grabbed the neck of the bottle. ■ a 
neck of land [=a narrow stretch of land] ■ a guitar’s neck 
breathe down someone’s neck see breathe 
dead from the neck up see ‘dead 

get it in the neck Brit, informal : to be severely punished or 
criticized ■ He real ly got it in the neck for not finishing the 
job on time. 

neck and neck : extremely cl ose together in a race or con¬ 
test ■ The two candidates for president were neck and neck 
in the election. ■ The two horses were running neck and 
neck to the finish line. 

neck of the woods informal : the place or area where 
someone lives ■ He’s from my neck of the woods. [=he’s 
from the area where I live] ■ How is the weather in your 
neck of the woods ',? 

risk your neck: to do something that puts you in danger of 
serious injury or death ■ I would never risk my neck on a 
sport like skydiving. ■ News reporters often risk their necks 
by working in war zones. 
save someone’s neck see ‘save 

stick your neck out: to do or say something you think is 
important even though it may have bad results ■ He’s not 
afraid to stick his neck out to hel p people he thinks are be¬ 
ing mistreated. ■ I respect my boss because she will stick 
her neck out against unfair pol icies. 
up to your neck in : deeply involved in or affected by 
(something) ■ She’s up to her neck in work. [=she’s very 
busy] ■ He’s up to his neck in debt. 
wring someone’s neck see wring 
2 neck verb necks; necked; neck-ing [no obj] old-fashioned 
+ informal : to kiss for a long time in a sexual way ■ The 
young lovers necked on the park bench. ■ They were necking 
in the comer of the room, 
neck-deep adj 

1 : reaching as high as your neck ■ She stood in neck-deep 
water. 

2 : standing in something that reaches to your neck — usu¬ 
ally + in ■ She was neck-deep in water. — often used figura¬ 
tively 1 We were neck-deep in work. [=we were very busy] 

— neck—deep adv ■ She stood neck-deep in the water, 
necked /'nekt/ adj ’ having a neck of a specified kind — 

used in combination with another adjective ■ a round-necked 
T-shirt ■ a \ong-necked bottl e 

neck-er-chief /'nekaifaf/ noun, pi -chiefs also -chieves 
Atfofs/ [count] : a square piece of cloth that is worn folded 
around your neck 

neckdace /'ncklss/ noun, pi -lac»es [count] : a piece of 
jewelry that is worn around your neck ■ a gold/diamond/ 
pearl necklace — see color picture on page Cl 1 
neck-line /'nek,lain/ noun, pi -lines [count] : the shape of 
the opening of a piece of woman’s clothing around the neck ■ 
The dress has a square/round neckline. ■ a low/plunging 
neckline [=a neckline that leaves the top part of your chest 
uncovered] 

neck-tie /'nck,tai/ noun, pi -ties [count] US : a long piece of 
cloth that is worn by men around the neck and under a col- 
1 ar and that is tied in front with a knot at the top — cal led 
also tie; see color picture on page C14; compare bolo tie, 

BOW TIE, CRAVAT 

nec-ro-man-cy /'nekra,msensi/ noun [noncount] literary 

1 : the practice of tal king to the spirits of dead people 

2 : the use of magic powers especially for evil purposes ■ The 
town accused her of witchcraft and necromancy. 

— nec-ro-man-cer /'nck^msensa*/ noun, pi -cers [count] 
literary 

nec-ro-phil-ia /,nekr3'filij3/ noun [noncount] : sexual feel¬ 
ings or activities that involve dead bodies 

— nec-ro-phil-i-ac /,nckr3'fili,2ek/ noun, pi -acs [count] 
ne-crop-o-lis /ns'krcr.palas/ noun, pi -lis-es [count] formal 

: a large cemetery especially of an ancient city ■ Archaeolo¬ 
gists uncovered a necropolis of ancient Rome, 
nec-tar /'nekta7 noun [noncount] 

1 literary : the drink that the Greek and Roman gods drank 

2 : a thick juice made from a particular fruit • apricot/man¬ 
go nectar 

3 : a sweet liquid produced by plants and used by bees in 
making honey 

nec-tar-ine /,nckt3*ri:n, Brit 'nckt3,ri:n/ noun, pi -ines 
[count] : a sweet fruit that is 1 ike a peach but that has smooth 
skin 

nee or nee /'nei/ adj — used after a married woman’s name 


need • ne’er-do-well 
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to identify the family name that she had when she was bom ■ 
Mrs. Jane Doe, nee Smith 
1 need /'ni:d/ verb needs; need-ed; need-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to be in a condition or situation in which you must 
have (something) : to require (something) * Do you need 
help? ■ I need some advice. What do you think of this dress? ■ 

1 just need a couple of minutes to get ready. ■ Most babies 
need at least 12 hours of sleep a day. • We badly need a vaca¬ 
tion. ■ a badly needed vacation = a much -needed vacation ■ 
Further research is urgently needed if we are to find a cure. ■ 
Another delay is the last thing I need. ■ Men? Who needs 
themll I certainly don’t. — often used of things ■ This plant 
needs lots of sunlight. ■ The soup needs some salt. [=this soup 
does not have enough salt] ■ They’re buying a house that 
needs a lot of work. [=that is in poor condition] • This prob¬ 
lem needs your attention. [=you should give your attention 
to this problem] 

2 [+ obj] a — used to say that some action is necessary ■ I’ve 
got a lot of laundry that needs washing. — usually followed 
by to + verb ■ I’ve got a lot of laundry that needs to be washed. 
■ We need to hurry or we’ll miss the bus. ■ A lot of work needs 
to be done to the house. ■ You don’t need to [=have to] answer 
that if you don’t want to. ■ ‘‘Should we lock the car doors?’’ 
“No, I don’t think we need to.” b — used to say that it is im¬ 
portant and necessary for someone to do something; fol¬ 
lowed by to + verb ■ I need you to tell me the truth. [=you 
have to tell me the truth] ■ We need you to be well-rested for 
the game tomorrow. ■ We need you to answer a few ques¬ 
tions. 

3 [modal verb] — used to say that something is necessary ■ 
All you need do is ask. [=all you need to do is ask] ■ You need 
only look at her [=it is only necessary for you to look at her] 
to understand why I fell in love. — usually used in negative 
statements and in questions for which the answer is assumed 
by the speaker to be “no” ■ You needn’t leave if you don’t 
want to. [=you don’t have to leave if you don’t want to] ■ You 
need not answer these questions. [=you don’t have to answer 
these questions] ■ I told him he needn’t worry. ■ Nothing bad 
happened. You need not have worried. ■ Need I point out that 
your father disagrees? -v* The modal verb need is used espe¬ 
cially in British English. In U.S. English, it is commonly used 
in phrases like need not apply and need I say more. ■ High 
school dropouts need not apply. [=they should not apply be¬ 
cause they will not get the job] ■ The movie was a complete 
waste of time. Need I say morel [=that is all I need to say] 
need no introduction see introduction 

2 need noun, pi needs 

1 : a situation in which someone or something must do or 
have something [noncount] You can always call me at home 
if the need arises. ■ These new methods reduce the need to 
use harmful chemicals on crops, [singular] We find that 
there is still a need for further discussion. ■ There is a great/ 
desperate/pressing need for change. — see also a crying need 
at CRYING 

2 [count] : something that a person must have ■ Our experi¬ 
enced staff will go out of their way to meet/satisfy/fulfill 
your every need. : something that is needed in order to live 
or succeed or be happy — usually plural ■ She struggles to 
meet the daily needs of her children. ■ the basic needs of ev¬ 
ery human being ■ This ought to be enough money to cover/ 
meet your immediate needs. ■ economic/financial needs ■ 
The house is large enough for the family’s needs. — see also 
SPECIAL NEEDS 

3 [count] : a strong feeling that you must have or do some¬ 
thing • He has trouble expressing his emotional needs. ■ I felt 
a need to take control of the situation. ■ a need to be loved ■ 
She has an overwhelming need to be liked and respected. ■ I 
don’t feel the need to defend my decision. ■ drivers who feel 
the need for speed [=who want to drive fast] 

4 [noncount] : a situation in which people do not have things 
that they need ■ They helped us in our hour of need. [=when 
we most needed help] ■ We can always count on them to help 
us in times of need. [=when we need help] ■ a charity that 
raises money for women and children in need [=who are 
poor] — see also a friend in need is a friend indeed at friend 
if need be : if something becomes necessary ■ You can al¬ 
ways call me at home if need be. ■ We’ll leave without them 
if need be. [=if we have to] 

in need of — used to say that someone or something needs 
to have something ■ The program is in desperate/dire/ur¬ 
gent need of financial support. ■ More important things 
were in need of her attention. ■ The trucks are in constant 
need of repair. 


no need — used to say that something is not necessary ■ “I’ll 
get someone to help you.” "No need. I can do it myself.” — 
often followed by to + verb ■ There’s no need to get excited. ■ 
There’s no need to apologize. • There’s no need to shout. I 
can hear you. — often + for ■ There’s no need for him to 
apologize. ■ There’s no need for you to shout. = There’s no 
need for shouting. ■ There’s no need for that kind of behav¬ 
ior. ■ The doctor says that there’s no need for surgery. 
need*ful /'ni:dfal/ adj [more —; most ~] 

1 formal + somewhat old-fashioned : needed or necessary ■ 
What’s most needful now is patience. 

2 chiefly US : in a state of needing something : needy ■ 
needful children — sometimes + of ■ They are needful of pro¬ 
tection. [=they need protection] 

— need-ful-ness noun [noncount] 

1 nee»dle /'ni:dl/ noun, pi nee*dles [count] 

1 a : a small, very thin object that is used in sewing and that 
has a sharp point at one end and a hole for thread ■ I need a 
needle and thread to sew the button on your shirt. — see pic¬ 
ture at sewing b : one of the two long, thin sticks that are 
used in knitting and that are pointed at one end c : a very 
thin, pointed steel tube that is pushed through the skin so 
that something (such as a drug) can be put into your body or 
so that blood or other fluids can be taken from it • a hypo¬ 
dermic needle d : a very thin tube used with a pump to put 
air into a ball (such as a basketball or football) 

2 : a long, thin object that moves to point to something 
(such as a measurement or direction) ■ The needle on the 
scale points to 9 grams. ■ The compass needle points north. 

3 : a leaf that is shaped like a very thin stick ■ pine needles 

— see color picture on page C6 

4 : a very small piece of metal that touches a record and pro¬ 
duces sound when the record is played ■ the needle of a 
record player 

a needle in a haystack informal : someone or something 
that is very hard to find ■ Searching for your earring at the 
park will be like looking for a needle in a haystack. ■ 
Bumping into an old friend in New York City is like find¬ 
ing a needle in a haystack. 

— see also pins and needles 

— nee-dle-llke /'ni:dl,laik/ adj [more most ~] 

2 needle verb needles; nee-dled; nee-dling [+ obj] infor¬ 
mal ; to criticize and laugh at (someone) in either a friendly 
or an unkind way : tease ■ His classmates needled him 
about his new haircut. 

nee*dle*point / , ni:dl,point/ noun [noncount] 

1 : designs made by covering a piece of cloth with small 
stitches ■ She sold her needlepoint at the arts and crafts fair. 

2 : the activity or art of making needlepoint • Her hobbies 
include knitting and needlepoint. 

— needlepoint adj, always used before a noun «needlepoint 
pillows/classes 

need-less /'ni:dtas/ adj [more most ~~\ : not needed or 
necessary — used to describe something bad that did not 
have to happen ■ needless [= unnecessary ] waste ■ needless hu¬ 
man suffering ■ a needless death 

needless to say — used to say that the statement you are 
making is obvious ■ The two candidates were equally pop¬ 
ular. Needless to say [-of course, obviously], the election was 
very close. 

— need-less-ly adv ■ needlessly [-unnecessarily] complicat¬ 
ed instructions — need-less-ness noun [noncount] ■ the 
needlessness of his death 

nee*dle*WOrk / l ni:dl|W3 , k/ noun [noncount] 

1 : things that are made by hand with a needle and thread ■ 
She showed us a sample of her needlework. 

2 : the activity or art of making needlework ■ She still enjoys 
doing needlework. 

needn’t /'ni:dnt/ — used as a contraction of need not ■ You 
needn’t worry about me. I’ll be fine, 
needy /'ni:di/ adj need-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : not having enough money, food, etc., to live properly 
: poor ■ needy families 

2 : needing a lot of attention, affection, or emotional sup¬ 
port ■ As a child, she was extremely needy and had no self- 
confidence. ■ emotionally needy adults 

the needy : poor people ■ Our church collected food for the 
needy. 

— need-i-ness noun [noncount] ■ emotional neediness 
ne’er /'ne»/ adv, literary : never 

ne’er—do—well /'nea'do.wcl/ noun, pi -wells [count] old- 
fashioned : a lazy and worthless person ■ a ne’er-do-well who 
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hangs out at bars [=a person who goes to bars instead of 
working hard] 

— ne’er-do-well adj ■ She was abandoned by her ne'er-do- 
well \=good-for-noth ing] father. 

ne*faM*OUS /ni'ferijss/ adj [more most —] formal : evil 
or immoral ■ nefarious criminal activities ■ a nefarious 
scheme to cheat people out of their money 
neg. abbr negative 

ne-gate /m'geit/ verb -gates; -gat*ed; -gat-lng [+ obj\ for¬ 
mal 

1 : to cause (something) to not be effective ■ Alcohol negates 
the effects of the medicine. [=alcohol prevents the medicine 
from working] ■ The fact that she lied about her work experi¬ 
ence negated the contract. 

2 grammar : to make (a word or phrase) negative ■ a verb 
that is negated by “not” 

— ne-ga-tion /m'geijan/ noun, pi -lions formal [count] — 
usually singular ■ The jury’s verdict was a negation of jus¬ 
tice. [=the jury’s verdict was unjust] [noncount] actions 
done in negation of the rules 

1 neq»a«tive /'negativ/ adj 

1 [more most ~] : harmful or bad : not wanted ■ Car ex¬ 
haust has a negative effect/impact on the environment. ■ the 
negative effects of the drug ■ We had a very negative ^un¬ 
pleasant] experience at the restaurant. — opposite positive 

2 [more most ~] : thinking about the bad qualities of 
someone or something : thinking that a bad result will hap¬ 
pen : not hopeful or optimistic ■ She has a negative attitude 
about the new plan. [=she only thinks about the things that 
can go wrong with the new plan] ■ Why do you have such a 
negative outlook on the merger? [=why do you think the 
merger won’t work?] ■ “1 know we’re going to lose.” “Don’t 
be so negative." [=pessimistic ] — opposite positive 

3 a : expressing dislike or disapproval ■ The reviews were 
mostly negative. [=ur\favorable] ■ The feedback about the 
new product was all negative. ■ There are no negative feelings 
between us. [=we do not dislike each other] — opposite pos¬ 
itive b : showing or talking about the bad qualities of 
someone or something ■ The senator is running a negative 
campaign. [=a campaign that criticizes the other candidate 
instead of saying what good things the senator wants to do] ■ 
negative advertising [advertising that criticizes competitors] 

4 [more most —]: expressing denial or refusal * a negative 
reply/answer [=a reply of “no”] • negative words like “no” 
and “not” ■ “1 didn’t hear anything” is a negative phrase/con¬ 
struction/statement. — opposite AFFIRMATIVE 

5 a mathematics : less than zero ■ My checking account has 
a negative balance. ■ -2 is a negative number. — opposite 
positive b : less than the amount of money spent or in¬ 
vested ■ We got a negative return on the investment. [=we lost 
money on the investment] — opposite positive 

6 technical a : containing or producing electricity that is 
charged by an electron ■ a negative charge/current 

— opposite positive b : having more electrons than pro¬ 
tons ■ a negative particle — opposite positive 

7 : not showing the presence of a particular germ, condition, 
or substance ■ a negative HTV test ■ Her pregnancy test was 
negative. [=her test showed that she was not pregnant] 

— opposite positive 

— neg-a*tive*ly adv • a negatively charged particle ■ The pa¬ 
tient reacted negatively to the new drug. [=the patient had 
harmful side effects from the drug] ■ Customers responded 
negatively to the new product. [=customers did not like the 
new. product] 

2 negative noun, pi -tives [count] 

1 : something that is harmful or bad ■ One of the negatives 
[= drawbacks ] of the house is that it’s on a busy street. ■ Since 
the positives outweigh the negatives , I’m going to take the 
job. [=there are more good things about the job than bad 
things] — opposite positive 

2 : a word or statement that means “no” or that expresses a 
denial or refusal ■ “No” and “not” are negatives. — see also 

DOUBLE NEGATIVE 

3 : an image on film that is used to make a printed photo¬ 
graph and that has light areas where the photograph will be 
dark and dark areas where the photograph will be light; also 
: the film that has such an image ■ Can I have the negatives to 
make copies of the photos? — compare positive 

4 : the result from a test that shows that a particular germ, 
condition, or substance is not present ■ There is a high rate of 
false negatives for this test. [=this test often incorrectly indi¬ 
cates that something is not present when it really is] 

— opposite positive 


in the negative formal: with a reply that means “no” • She 
answered (the question) in the negative. [=she answered 
“no”] — compare in the (affirmative at ^affirmative 
negative equity noun [noncount] : a situation in which the 
amount of money that a person owes for something (such as 
a house or a car) is less than its worth 
neg*a*tiv*i"ty Ancga'tivsti/ noun [noncount]: an attitude in 
which someone considers only the bad qualities of someone 
or something ■ Her negativity about society began to depress 
me. ■ There is a lot of negativity about the new boss. 
1 ne*glect /m'glekt/ verb -gleets; -glect-ed; -glect-ing [+ 
obj] 

1 : to fail to take care of or to give attention to (someone or 
something) ■ The building has been neglected for years. • She 
neglects her child. ■ The city has neglected the teacher short¬ 
age for too long. 

2 : to fail to do (something) ■ The prison guard neglected his 
duty. — often followed by to + verb • He neglected to mention 
that he was fired. ■ He neglected to sign the check. 

2 neglect noun [ noncount] 

1 : lack of attention or care that someone or something 
needs • The park was overgrown and littered from years of 
neglect. • The parents were charged with child neglect. — of¬ 
ten + of* the city’s neglect of the homeless ■ He was dismissed 
for neglect of duty. [=for not doing his duty] 

2 : the condition of not being taken care of ■ The house is in 
a state of neglect. 

neglected adj [more most —] : not given enough atten¬ 
tion or care ■ neglected children ■ a sadly neglected garden ■ 
His wife felt neglected. [=she felt unhappy because she want¬ 
ed him to pay more attention to her] 
ne-glect*ful /m'glektfdl/ adj [more most ~] : not giving 
enough care or attention to someone or something ■ neglect¬ 
ful parents — often + of ■ She is neglectful o/her appearance/ 
responsibilities. ■ He is neglectful of what other people might 
think. [=he does not care about what other people might 
think] 

neg-li-gee /,ncgl3'3ei/ noun, pi -ll-gees [count] : a long 
piece of clothing made of a thin material (such as silk) that is 
worn in bed by women 

neg*li*gence /'neglicfeans/ noun [noncount]formal: failure 
to take the care that a responsible person usually takes : lack 
of normal care or attention ■ Medical negligence may be the 
cause of death. [=the patient’s death may have happened be¬ 
cause the doctor did not do something that should have been 
done] ■ The company was charged with negligence in the 
manufacturing of the defective tires. 
neg*H*gent /■neglicfesnt/ adj [more most ~] : failing to 
take proper or normal care of something or someone ■ The 
fire was started by a negligent smoker. ■ negligent parents ■ 
He was negligent in not reporting the accident to the police. • 
She was negligent about sending a thank-you note. [=she ne¬ 
glected to send a thank-you note] 

— neg*li*gent*ly adv ■ The defendant drove negligently and 
hit a pedestrian. 

neg*li-gi"ble /■neglicfeabal/ adj [more most ~] : very 
small or unimportant ■ A negligible amount of damage was 
done to the vehicle. ■ The price difference was negligible. 

— neg-ll-gi-bly /'ncglicfcabli/ adv ■ The difference between 
the prices was negligibly small. 

ne-go*tia*ble /ni'goujijabal/ adj 

1 : able to be discussed and changed before an agreement or 
decision is made ■ The terms of the contract are negotiable. • 
The price was not negotiable. 

2 : able to be successfully traveled over ■ a rough but nego¬ 
tiable road 

3 finance : able to be passed from one person to another in 
return for something of equal value • negotiable bonds/secu¬ 
rities 

ne«go-ti-ate /ni'gouJi,eit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-lng 

1 a : to discuss something formally in order to make an 
agreement [no obj ] The customer wanted to negotiate over/ 
about the price. ■ She has good negotiating skills. — often + 
with or for • The team is negotiating with the player’s agent. ■ 
Teachers are negotiating for higher salaries. [+ obj] She is ne¬ 
gotiating a higher salary. [=she is trying to get a higher salary 
by negotiating] b [+ obj] : to agree on (something) by for¬ 
mally discussing it ■ We negotiated a fair price/contract. 

2 [+ obj] : to get over, through, or around (something) suc¬ 
cessfully ■ The driver carefully negotiated the winding road. 

negotiating table noun 

the negotiating table — used to say that people are having 
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formal discussions in order to reach an agreement ■ The 
two sides in this dispute have returned to the negotiating ta¬ 
ble. [=they have begun to have discussions again] ■ They 
came to an agreement at the negotiating table. [=they came 
to an agreement after their discussions] 
ne*go*ti*a*tion /niigouji'ei/sn/ noun, pi -tions : a formal 
discussion between people who are trying to reach an agree¬ 
ment : an act of negotiating [count] We need a negotiation 
between the townspeople and mayor over the site of the new 
library. — usually plural ■ The buyer and seller are continu¬ 
ing negotiations on the sale price and repairs to the house. ■ 
Negotiations between the two governments have failed to 
produce an agreement. ■ Negotiations with the protesters be¬ 
gan today, [noncount] She is skilled at negotiation. ■ The col¬ 
lege president was against any negotiation with the students. ■ 
The contract is under negotiation. [=the details of the con¬ 
tract are being discussed] ■ The price is open to negotiation. 
[=the price has not been finally decided and can be dis¬ 
cussed] ■ The team is in negotiation with the player. [=the 
team is discussing the details of a contract with the player] 
ne*go*ti*a*tor /ni'gouj^eita/ noun, pi -tors [count] : a per¬ 
son who is involved in formal financial or political discus¬ 
sions in order to try to reach an agreement ■ a skilled trade/ 
labor negotiator 

Ne-gro /'niigrou/ noun, pi -groes [count] old-fashioned + 
sometimes offensive : a person who has dark skin and who 
belongs to a race of people who are originally from Africa 

— Negro adj, sometimes offensive 

neigh /'nei/ verb neighs; neighed; neighdng [no obj] of a 
horse : to make a loud, long sound ■ We heard the horses 
neighing in the stable. — compare whinny 

— neigh noun, pi neighs [count] ■ We heard a distant neigh. 
neighbor (US) or Brit neigh-bour /'neiba/ noun, pi -bors 

[count] 

1 : a person who lives next to or near another person ■ We 
invited our friends and neighbors. ■ our next-door neighbors 
[=the people who live in the house next to us] 

2 ; a person or thing that is next to or near another ■ Please 
pass your paper to your neighbor. [=the person sitting next to 
you] ■ Canada is a neighbor of the U.S. ■ Venus is Earth’s 
nearest neighbor. 

neiqh*bor«hood (US) or Brit neigh-bour-hood 

/‘neiba-,hud/ noun, pi -hoods 

1 [count] : a section of a town or city ■ They bought a house 
in a beautiful/quiet neighborhood. — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ the neighborhood school/park/children 

2 [noncount] ; the people who live near each other ■ The 
whole neighborhood heard about it. 

in the neighborhood : in the area that is close to something 
• Is there a grocery store in the neighborhood ? [=is there a 
grocery store close by?] ■ We might as well pay them a visit 
while we’re in the neighborhood, 
in the neighborhood of 1 : close to (a place) ■ An earth¬ 
quake was reported somewhere in the neighborhood of 
southern California. 2 : close to or around (an amount) 

: about ■ The album sold in the neighborhood of 1,000 
copies. ■ A house like this costs somewhere in the neighbor¬ 
hood of $200,000. 

neighborhood watch (US) or Brit neighbourhood 
watch noun [noncount] : an organization of neighbors who 
pay special attention to each other’s houses in order to pre¬ 
vent crime — often used before another noun ■ a neighbor¬ 
hood watch group/program 

neigh-bor*ing (US) or Brit neigh-bourdng /'neibang/ 
adj, always used before a noun : near or next to something or 
someone ■ neighboring cities/countries ■ a neighboring build¬ 
ing ■ people from (the) neighboring tribes 
neigh*bor*ly (US) or Brit neigh-bour*ly /'neibali/ adj 
[more most ~] : helpful and friendly ■ It was very neigh¬ 
borly [-kind] of you to help. ■ the importance of neighborly 
[-friendly] relations between countries ■ She was friendly in a 
neighborly way. 

— neigh-bor-li-ness noun [noncount] 

1 neither /'ni:5a, 'nai5a/ adj : not one or the other of two 
people or things ■ Neither answer is correct. [=both answers 
are wrong] ■ “Which answer is correct?” “ Neither one.” ■ Nei¬ 
ther sweater fits her. 

2 neither pronoun : not the one and not the other of two peo¬ 
ple or things ■ Neither (of the two answers) is correct. ■ 
“Which one do you want?” “ Neither , thanks.” ■ Neither of 
them dances well. * There are two flashlights, neither of 
which works. 


usage According to the rules of grammar, the pronoun 
neither is singular and requires a singular verb. ■ Neither is 
correct. However, in informal writing and speech, a plural 
verb is common when neither is followed by of. ■ Neither of 
the answers is/are correct. ■ Neither of them know/knows 
my friend. 

3 neither coni 

1 — used with nor to indicate two or more people, things, 
actions, etc., about which something is not true ■ Neither my 
wife nor I can attend the party. • Neither wood nor plastic 
conducts heat like metal does. ■ I neither know nor care. • I’m 
neither happy nor sad. • She eats neither meat nor cheese. 
[=(more commonly) she does not eat meat or cheese] 
When neither and nor are used to join two subjects, the verb 
should agree with the subject that is closer to it. • Neither my 
father nor I am going to the meeting. 

2 : also not — used after a negative statement ■ “I don’t be¬ 
lieve his story.” “ Neither do I.” [=1 also do not believe his sto¬ 
ry] ■ They didn’t believe his story, and neither did I. ■ I did not 
believe his story, but neither did I believe hers. 

me neither see “either 
neither here nor there see ‘here 
nem*e*sis /'nemasas/ noun, pi -ses /-,si:z/ [count] : an op¬ 
ponent or enemy that is very difficult to defeat ■ He will be 
playing his old nemesis for the championship, 
neo- prefix : a new and different form of something that ex¬ 
isted in the past (such as a theory, style, language, or philoso¬ 
phy) ■ neo-Darwinism ■ neo-Gothic ■ neo- Latin ■ neoclassical 
neO'ClaS'Si'Cal /,ni:jou'klaesikal/ also neo*clas>sic 
/,ni:jou'klaesik/ adj : relating to a style of art or architecture 
like the ones found in ancient Greece or Rome ■ a building 
designed in a neoclassical style ■ The museum will be exhibit¬ 
ing paintings from the neoclassical movement. 

— neo-clas-si-cism Aniijou'klaesa^izam/ noun [noncount] 
• a painter who practiced neoclassicism in the late 18th 
century — neo-clas-si*cist /,ni:joo'klaesasist/ noun, pi 
-cists [count] 

Neo*lith*ic Ankja'liGik/ adj : of or relating to the time dur¬ 
ing the Stone Age when people used stone tools and began to 
grow crops, raise animals, and live together in large groups 
but did not read or write ■ Neolithic man/tribes/cave painters 
■ the Neolithic age/period — compare paleolithic 
ne-ol*0-gism /ni'a:l3,cteizam/ noun, pi -gisms [count] : a 
new word or expression or a new meaning of a word ■ scien¬ 
tific neologisms [=new scientific words] 

1 ne-on /'ni:,a:n/ noun [noncount] : a type of gas that is used in 
brightly colored electric signs and lights 
2 neon adj, always used before a noun 

1 : using neon ■ flashing neon lights/signs 

2 : extremely bright ■ neon yellow/green 

neo-na-tal Anrjou'neit]/ adj, medical : of, relating to, or 
taking care of babies in the first month after their birth ■ a 
neonatal intensive care unit ■ neonatal diseases 
neo—Na*ZI Aniijou'naitsi/ noun, pi -zis [count] : a person 
who belongs to a gioup that believes in the ideas and policies 
of Hitler’s Nazis and that sometimes commits violent acts 

— neo-Nazi adj 

neO'phyte /'ni.ja^ait/ noun, pi -phytes [count] formal 

1 : a person who has just started learning or doing some¬ 
thing : beginner ■ a neophyte on computers ■ a political 
neophyte [=a person just starting in politics] — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ a neophyte journalist 

2 ; a person who has recently joined a religious group 
neph*ew /'nefju/ noun, pi -ews [count] : a son of your 

brother or sister — compare niece 
nep'Otism /'nepadizam/ noun [noncount] disapproving 
: the unfair practice by a powerful person of giving jobs and 
other favors to relatives • Nepotism has hurt the company. 
Nep'tune /'nep^u-.n, Brit 'nep,tju:n/ noun [singular] : the 
planet that is eighth in order from the sun 
nerd /'n 0 d/ noun, pi nerds [count] informal + usually disap¬ 
proving 

1 : a person who behaves awkwardly around other people 
and usually has unstylish clothes, hair, etc. ■ He dresses like a 
nerd. 

2 : a person who is very interested in technical subjects, 
computers, etc. ■ My brother is a computer nerd, [-geek] ■ a 
grammar nerd 

— nerdd-ness /'nadinas/ noun [noncount] ■ She was embar¬ 
rassed by her sister’s nerdiness. — nerddsh /'nadij/ adj 
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[more most ~] ■ a nerdish teenager — nerdy /'na-di/ adj 
nerd-i-er; -est [also more most ~] ■ She wears nerdy 
glasses. • He plays a nerdy scientist in the movie. 
nerve /'nav/ noun, pi nerves 

1 [count]: one of the many thin parts that control movement 
and feeling by carrying messages between the brain and oth¬ 
er parts of the body ■ The optic nerve in the eye allows you to 
see. ■ a condition affecting the nerves in her arm 

2 [noncount] : courage that allows you to do something that 
is dangerous, difficult, or frightening ■ It takes a lot of nerve 
to start a new career. • He found/summoned the nerve to 
stand up to his boss. • I was going to ask her to the dance, but 
I lost my nerve. 

3 [singular, noncount] : the rude attitude of someone who 
says or does things that make other people angry or upset ■ 
You have a lot of nerve to talk to me that way. ■ I can’t be¬ 
lieve she had the nerve to call me a liar. ■ “After making the 
mess, he didn’t even offer to help clean it up.” “What (a) 
nerveV' 

4 nerves [plural]: feelings of being worried or nervous • The 
groom was overcome by nerves before his wedding. ■ The 
singer still suffers from nerves before a performance. ■ Her 
nerves were on edge [=she was nervous] before her exam. ■ I 
need a drink to steady/calm my nerves, [-relax] 

a bag/bundle of nerves informal : an extremely nervous 
person ■ He was a bundle of nerves before his speech. 
get on someone’s nerves : to become extremely annoying 
to someone ■ That car alarm is getting on my nerves, 
hit/strike/touch a nerve : to make someone feel angry, up¬ 
set, embarrassed, etc. ■ Something she said to him must 
have hit/struck/touched a nerve. I’ve never seen him so an¬ 
gry. ■ His controversial column might have hit a (raw/sen¬ 
sitive) nerve with some readers. 
nerves of steel : an impressive ability to remain calm in 
dangerous or difficult situations • It takes nerves of steel to 
work in such a high-pressure job. 
war of nerves : a situation in which people do or say things 
to make other people feel afraid or nervous about what 
will happen ■ The company and the union are engaged in a 
war of nerves, with each side threatening the other, 
nerve cell noun, pi ~ cells [count] : neuron 
nerve center ( US ) or Brit nerve centre noun, pi ~ -ters 
[count]: a place from which the activities of an organization, 
system, etc., are controlled • the economic nerve center of a 
nation 

nerve gas noun [noncount] : a poisonous gas that is used as 
a weapon in war 

nerve-rack-ing or nerve-wrack*ing /Wv.rsekii]/ adj 
[more most ~] : causing a person to feel very nervous ■ 
The job interview was a nerve-racking experience. ■ She en¬ 
dured a nerve-racking wait for her test scores. 
ner«VOUS /'navas/ adj 

1 [more most ~] a : having or showing feelings of being 
worried and afraid about what might happen • She is/feels 
nervous about her job interview. ■ All this waiting is making 
me nervous. ■ He gave a nervous glance at the clock. ■ a ner¬ 
vous smile • Before the wedding the bride’s father was a ner¬ 
vous wreck. [=he was extremely nervous] b : often or easily 
becoming worried and afraid about what might happen ■ His 
nervous mother is always worrying that something terrible 
will happen to him. ■ He has a nervous disposition, c : caus¬ 
ing someone to feel worried and afraid : making someone 
nervous ■ It was a very nervous situation. 

2 always used before a noun : of or relating to the nerves in 
your body • nervous tissue ■ She suffers from a nervous disor¬ 
der/condition. : caused by or affected by nerves ■ He walked 
around with a nervous twitch. ■ He had a nervous habit of 
pulling at his hair. ■ The boy has a lot of nervous energy. 

— ner-vous-ly adv ■ Dad paced nervously around the wait¬ 
ing room. — ner.vous-ness noun [noncount] ■ The stu¬ 
dent showed no sign of nervousness. 
nervous breakdown noun, pi ~ -downs [count] : a sud¬ 
den failure of mental health that makes someone unable to 
live normally ■ She had/suffered a nervous breakdown shortly 
after her sister’s death. ■ He is on the verge of a nervous 
breakdown. 

nervous Nel-lie or nervous NeMy /-'neli/ or Nervous 
Nellie or Nervous Nelly noun, pi ~ NeMies [count] US, 
informal : a very fearful or nervous person ■ My sister is a 
real nervous Nellie when it comes to flying, 
nervous system noun, pi ~ -terns [count] : the system of 
nerves in your body that sends messages for controlling 


movement and feeling between the brain and the other parts 
of the body — see also central nervous system 
nervy /'navi/ adj nerv*i*er; -est [also more most ~] in¬ 
formal 

1 US, approving : having or showing courage or confidence ■ 
a nervy performance in the play-offs ■ a nervy film director 
who’s not afraid to take risks 

2 US, disapproving — used to describe someone who says or 
does rude or shocking things that make other people angry 
or upset ■ She was nervy enough to criticize the food we 
served her. [=she had the nerve to criticize the food we 
served her] 

3 Brit : feeling unpleasantly nervous or excited : not calm ■ 
The passengers were restless and nervy after the long flight. ■ 
Too much coffee makes me nervy. 

-ness /nas/ noun combining form : state : condition : quality 

■ goodness ■ friendliness ■ sickness • freshness 
1 nest /'nest/ noun, pi nests [count] 

1 a : the place where a bird lays its eggs and takes care of its 
young • The bird built a nest out of small twigs. ■ If you look 
closely, you can see a nest in that tree, b : a place where an 
animal or insect lives and usually lays eggs or takes care of 
its young ■ a nest of hornets ■ a turtle/squirrel nest — see also 
HORNET’S NEST 

2 : a home where people live ■ They lived in a cozy little nest 
in the suburbs. ■ Their children will soon be ready to leave/ 
flee the nest. [=their children will soon be ready to move 
away from home] — see also love nest 

3 : a group of objects that are made in different sizes that fit 
inside each other ■ a nest of boxes/tables 

feather your (own) nest see ^feather 
2 nest verb nests; nest-ed; nesting [no obj\ 

1 : to build or live in a nest ■ Robins nested in the tree. • This 
area is a nesting ground/place/site for seagulls. [=this is a 
place where seagulls build nests and raise their young] ■ She 
studied the nesting habits of the turtle. 

2 : to fit inside each other ■ The set of four chairs can nest 
into one stack. ■ The smaller bowl is designed to nest inside 
the larger one. 

— nest-er /'nestay noun, pi -ters [count] ■ These birds are 
cliff nesters. — see also empty nester 
nest egg noun, pi ~ eggs [count] : an amount of money 
that is saved over a usually long period of time to pay for 
something in the future • They built up a nest egg for their 
son’s college education. 

nes-tle /'nesal/ verb, always followed by an adverb or preposi¬ 
tion nes-tles; nes-tled; nes-tling 

1 [no obj] : to lie comfortably close to or against someone or 
something ■ The puppy nestled (up) against the sleeping boy. 

2 [+ obj] : to place (something) close to, next to, or within 
something ■ He nestled his head against his mother’s shoul¬ 
der. ■ She carefully nestled the hamster into its cage. — often 
used as (be) nestled ■ The vacation resort was nestled among 
the hills. ■ Campsites were nestled along the river. ■ His wife’s 
head was nestled against his chest. 

3 [no obj] : to land or settle softly into something ■ The fly 
ball nestled into the outfielder’s glove. 

nest*ling /'nestlirj/ noun, pi -lings [count] : a young bird 
that is not yet able to fly away from the nest 
1 net /'net/ noun, pi nets 

T”a [count] : a device that is used for catching or holding 
things or for keeping things out of a space and that is made 
of pieces of string, rope, wire, etc., woven together with 
spaces in between ■ He caught a fish in the net. ■ a butterfly 
net — often used figuratively • They were caught in a net 
[=web] of deception. — see picture at fishing; see also mos¬ 
quito net, safety net b [noncount] i the material used 
to make nets : netting ■ net curtains 

2 [count] sports a : a net that is hung across the middle of a 
playing area in some games (such as tennis, badminton, or 
volleyball) ■ The ball barely went over the net. b : a net that 
is attached to a frame and that is used as the goal in some 
games (such as soccer, hockey, or basketball) ■ He shot the 
puck into the net. • The ball swished through the net. 

3 the Net : the Internet ■ She likes to surf the Net. [=the Web] 

■ doing business on the Net 

cast/spread your net wide : to try many different things so 
that you will have the best chance of finding what you 
want • Companies are casting their nets wide in search of 
young, talented employees. 

slip/fall through the net : to fail to be noticed or included 
with others • There are plenty of talented players who slip 
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through the net and never get to play professionally. 

- compare 5 net 

2 net verb nets; netted; net-ting [+ obj] 

1 : to catch (something) in a net ■ We netted nine fish during 
the trip. — often used figuratively • The escaped convict was 
netted by police. 

2 sports a ; to hit (a ball) into the net during a game (such 
as tennis) ■ She netted her first two serves, b ; to score (a 
goal or point) by hitting, kicking, or shooting a ball or puck 
into a net ■ He netted two goals in his first game. ■ She netted 
15 points in the first half. 

- compare 4 net 

3 net also Brit nett adj, always used befoie a noun 

1 — used to describe the amount or value of something after 
all costs and expenses have been taken away ■ They deter¬ 
mined the net value of the estate. ■ The company suffered a 
decline in net profit for the third quarter. ■ a billionaire’s net 
worth — compare ‘gross 

2 — used to describe the weight of something without its 
packaging or container ■ the net weight of the shipment 

3 : after everything is completed ■ The net result/outcome/ef¬ 
fect of the new bridge will be fewer traffic jams. 

4 net verb nets; netted; netting [+obj] 

1 : to gain or receive (an amount) as a profit ■ We netted $50 
on the sale. — compare 4 gross 

2 : to produce or get (something) as the result of an effort ■ 
The investigation netted no clues. ■ The running back netted 
20 yards on his first run. 

- compare 2 net 

5 net noun, pi nets [count] : an amount that is left over after all 
costs and expenses have been taken away : a net amount ■ 
The net is significantly lower than we had anticipated. 

- compare 5 gross — compare ‘net 

net-ball /'netgba:!/ noun [noncount] : a sport played chiefly 
in Britain that is similar to basketball and has two teams of 
seven players each Netball is usually played by women 
and girls. 

neth-er /'neSa-/ adj, always used before a noun, literaty or hu¬ 
morous : located toward the bottom or more distant part of 
something : lower ■ Snakes nested in the nether reaches of 
the cave, [-snakes nested deep in the cavej ■ His shorts fell 
down and exposed his nether parts/regions. [=his genitals 
and buttocks] 

neth-er-world /'neda^wald/ noun, pi -worlds 

1 the netherworld literaty : the world of the dead : hell 

2 [count] : a place unknown to most people where secret and 
often illegal things are done — usually singular ■ The book 
describes the author’s journey into the netherworld of drug 
dealers. ■ a criminal netherworld 

net-i-quette /'netikat/ noun [noncount] informal : rules 
about the proper and polite way to communicate with other 
people when you are using the Internet ■ Writing an e-mail 
message in all capital letters is considered a breach/violation 
of netiquette because it looks like you are shouting. ■ the 
rules of netiquette 

net-i-zen /'netazan/ noun, pi -zens [count] : a person who 
actively uses the Internet especially in a proper and responsi¬ 
ble way 

net-mind-er /'net.mainda 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : goal¬ 
keeper 

nett Brit spelling of 3 NET 

netting noun [noncount] : material consisting of pieces of 
string, rope, wire, etc., that are woven together with open 
spaces left in between : material that is used to make nets ■ 
He put up wire netting around the garden. 

1 net-tle /'netl/ verb net-ties; net-tied; net-tling [+obj] : to 
make (someone) angry ■ The mayor’s recent actions have 
nettled some members of the community. • It nettles him that 
his younger coworker got a promotion before he did. 
2 nettle noun, pi nettles [count] : a tall plant that has leaves 
with hairs that sting you if you touch them 
grasp the nettle Brit : to deal with an unpleasant situation 
without delay ■ He decided to grasp the nettle and try to 
solve the problem himself. 

1 net-work /'net.wa'k/ noun, pi -works [count] 

1 a ill system of lines, wires, etc., that are connected to each 
other • a telephone/rail network — often + of • a network of 
blood vessels b : a system of computers and other devices 
(such as printers) that are connected to each other ■ He 
hooked up his computer to the network. 

2 : a group of people or organizations that are closely con¬ 
nected and that work with each other ■ a volunteer network 


— often + of' a network of political allies 

3 : a group of radio or television stations that usually broad¬ 
cast the same programs ■ The show is getting good ratings for 
the network. • a network news program 
2 network verb -works; -worked; -work-ing 

1 [+ obj]: to connect (computers) in a way that allows infor¬ 
mation and equipment to be shared ■ The computers are net¬ 
worked to one main server. 

2 [no obj] : to talk with people whose jobs are similar to 
yours especially for business opportunities or advice ■ She 
spent the day networking with other executives. 

— networking noun [noncount] ■ He did some networking at 
the conference. ■ She attributes her success to networking. 

neu-ral /‘naral, Brit 'njuaral/ adj, medical : of, relating to, or 
involving a nerve or the nervous system ■ She suffers from a 
neural disorder. ■ neural activity/impulses ■ the brain’s neural 
pathways 

neu-ral-gia /nu’raelcfca, Brit nju'raelcfea/ noun [noncount] 
medical : a sharp pain that is felt along the length of a nerve 

— neu-ral-gic /nu’raslcfeik, Brit nju'raelcfeik/ adj • neuralgic 
pain 

neu-rol-o-gy /nu'ra.lacfci, Brit nju'rolacbi/ noun [noncount] 
medical : the scientific study of the nervous system and the 
diseases that affect it 

— neu-ro-log-i-cal /,nura'la:(fcikal, Brit gnjura'locfeikal/ or 
chiefly US neu-ro-log-ic /,nara'la:cfcik, Brit .njura'locfeik/ 
adj ■ a neurological disorder — neu-rol-o-gist /nu'rada- 
cfeist, Brit nju'rolacfcist/ noun, pi -gists [count] 

neu-ro-mus-cu-lar /.narou'mAskjalas Brit ^jurau'mA- 
skjala/ adj, medical : relating to both nerves and muscles ■ a 
neuromuscular disease 

neu-ron /'n^ain 'njuaron/ also Brit neu-rone /'na^oon, 
Brit 'njuaraon/ noun, pi -rons [count] medical : a cell that 
carries messages between the brain and other parts of the 
body and that is the basic unit of the nervous system 
: NERVE CELL 

neU-rO-SCi-ence/.nMou'sajans.^rir .njuarau'sajans/ noun 
[noncount] : the scientific study of nerves and especially of 
how nerves affect learning and behavior 
neu-ro-sis /nu'rousas, Brit nju'rausas/ noun, pi -ses /-,si:z/ 
[count, noncount] medical : an emotional illness in which a 
person experiences strong feelings of fear or worry ■ The pa¬ 
tient is clearly suffering from (a) neurosis. 

1 neu-rot-ic /nu'ra:tik, Brit nju'rotik/ adj [more —; most ~] 

1 medical : having or suggesting neurosis ■ The psychiatrist 
diagnosed the patient as neurotic. • neurotic symptoms 

2 : often or always fearful or worried about something 
: tending to worry in a way that is not healthy or reasonable 
■ My neurotic mother scolded me for staying out 10 minutes 
past curfew. ■ He is neurotic about his job. ■ a neurotic per¬ 
sonality 

— neu-rot-i-cal-ly /no'ra tikli, Brit nju'rotikli/ adv ■ He was 
neurotically obsessed with keeping his clothes neat. 

2 neurotic noun, pi -ics [count] 

1 medical : a person who has a neurosis ■ He was diagnosed 
as a neurotic. 

2 : a person who is always fearful or worried about some¬ 
thing ■ He is a neurotic about keeping his clothes neat. 

neu-ro-trans-mit-ter /gnarougtrEens'mitas Brit ,njuarau- 
,trasns'mit3/ noun, pi -ters [count] medical : a substance in 
the body that carries a signal from one nerve cell to another 
1 neu-ter /'nu:tas Brit 'nju:ta/ adj, grammar, in some languages 
: of or belonging to the class of words (called a gender) that 
ordinarily includes most of the words referring to things that 
are neither masculine nor feminine ■ The pronoun "it” is 
neuter. ■ a neuter noun 

2 neuter verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to remove the sex organs from (an animal) ■ She had her 
dog neutered by the veterinarian. Neuter usually refers to 
the action of removing the sex organs from a male animal, 
while spay usually refers to the action of removing the sex 
organs from a female animal. 

2 disapproving : to make (something) much less powerful or 
effective ■ The bill was neutered by the changes made by the 
legislature. 

1 neu-tral /'mitral, Brit 'nju:tral/ adj 

1 [more most ~] a : not supporting either side of an ar¬ 
gument, fight, war, etc. ■ neutral countries ■ He remained/ 
stayed neutral while his brothers argued, b : not support¬ 
ing one political view over another ■ She tries to be a fair and 
neutral journalist. ■ a neutral magazine 

2 : not connected with either side involved in a war, contest. 
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etc.« The battle took place in neutral waters. ■ The duel will 
be held on neutral ground. ■ neutral territory 

3 [more most ~] : not expressing strong opinions or feel¬ 
ings ■ The report was written in neutral language. ■ “Why did 
you do that?" he asked in a neutral tone of voice. 

4 : not bright or strong in color : able to go easily with other 
colors ■ They decorated the room in neutral tones/colors. ■ a 
neutral gray ■ neutral fabrics 

5 technical: neither an acid nor a base ■ a neutral compound 
■ a chemical with a neutral pH 

6 technical: not having an electrical charge ■ a neutral mole¬ 
cule 

— neu-tral-ly adv • The judge must try to view the dispute 
neutrally. • neutrally charged atoms 

2 neutral noun, pi -trals 

1 [count] : a color that is not bright or strong : a neutral col¬ 
or — usually plural ■ She painted the room in neutrals. 

2 I noncount] : the position of the gears in a car, truck, etc., 
when they do not touch each other and power from the en¬ 
gine does not move the wheels ■ He put/left the car in neu¬ 
tral. 

3 [count] : a person, country, etc., that does not support ei¬ 
ther side of an argument, fight, war, etc. ■ Their sister re¬ 
mained a neutral in the dispute. ■ The two countries were 
neutrals while their neighbors were at war. 

neu-tral-i-ty /nu'tralati, Brit nju'tnelati/ noun [noncount] 
: the quality or state of not supporting either side in an argu¬ 
ment, fight, war, etc. : the quality or state of being neutral ■ 
The country adopted an official policy of neutrality. ■ The 
newspaper is known for its political neutrality. 
neu-tral-ize also Brit neu-tral*ise /'nuitro.laiz, Brit 
'njuitra.laiz /verb -iz-es; -ized; -iz-ing [+obj] 

1 : to stop (someone or something) from being effective or 
harmful ■ The soldiers tried to neutralize the attack by divid¬ 
ing the invading army. 

2 technical: to cause (a chemical) to be neither an acid nor a 
base ■ This medicine neutralizes stomach acids. 

3 : to make (something, such as a country or area) neutral 
during a war ■ The lands between the warring countries were 
neutralized. 

- neu»tral*i*za*tion also Brit neu*tral»i*sa-tion /,nu:- 
trala'zeijan, Brit ,nju:tr3|lai'zeij3n/ noun [noncount] 

neutral zone noun 

the neutral zone : the middle part of an ice hockey rink 
that is between the two zones defended by the teams 
neu-tri-no /nu'tri:nou, Brit nju'triinau/ noun, pi -nos 
[count] physics : a particle that is smaller than an atom and 
that has no electrical charge 

neu<tron /'nu:,train, Brit 'nju:,trDn/ noun, pi -trons [count] 
physics : a very small particle of matter that has no electrical 
charge and is part of the nucleus of all atoms except hydro¬ 
gen atoms 

neutron bomb noun, pi —- bombs [count] : a nuclear 
bomb that releases very large amounts of radiation 
nev«er /'neva/ adv 

1 : not ever : not at any time • I will never shop at that store 
again. ■ I have never seen that happen before. ■ That man has 
never heard of you. ■ We will never forget what we saw. ■ You 
never know what you’ll find at a flea market. ■ I never meant 
to hurt you. ■ She never really said that. ■ There is never 
enough time to finish our work. ■ Never in my whole life have 

1 been so offended! ■ A resume without a cover letter will 
never do. [=will never be considered acceptable] • Never 
again will I buy a car from that dealer. = I will never again 
buy a car from that dealer. ■ I gave him my business for years 
and never for one moment did I suspect that he was a crimi¬ 
nal. — opposite ALWAYS 

2 chiefly Brit a — used to express surprise, doubt, or disbe¬ 
lief ■ “He’s won the lottery.” “ Never] ” ■ “They’re getting mar¬ 
ried." “ Well, I nevet\ [=1 am very surprised or shocked to 
hear that they’re getting married]" b — used to say that 
you did not do something ■ “You stole my CD.” “Me? Never." 
never ever see ever 

never fear — used to tell someone not to worry or be afraid 
■ Never fear, I think I have a solution. 
never mind, never you mind see 2 mind 
never say die see 1 die 

never say never — used to say that you should not say that 
you will never do something because you might change 
your mind later ■ “Would you ever go there again?" “Well, 
(I’ll) never soy never, but I’m certainly not planning to go 
there anytime soon!” 


never so much as — used to say that someone did not do 
something that was expected or should have been done • 
She never so much as thanked me [=she did not even thank 
me] for my help. 
never the wiser see ‘wise 

never-ending adj : having or seeming to have no end 
: endless ■ Keeping the house clean is a never-ending chore. 
■ the never-ending fight against poverty 
nev-er-more /,ncv9 f mo9/ adv, literary : not happening 
again : never again ■ Nevermore shall I call you a friend. [=1 
shall never call you a friend again; I no longer consider you 
to be a friend of mine] 

nev-er-nev-er land /.ncvsy'neva-/ noun, pi ~ lands 

| count] : an imaginary place without problems ■ He day¬ 
dreamed of a never-never land where people never had to go 
to work. 

nev»er»the»less /,nev0>d3'les/ adv : in spite of what has 
just been said ■ I had lost a lot of money in the poker game; 
nevertheless [=however], I decided to continue playing. • Her 
date was a bit of a slob, but she had fun nevertheless. • It was 
a predictable, but nevertheless funny, story. 

1 new /'nu:, Brit 'nju:/ adj new«er; -est 

1 a : not old : recently born, built, or created • They visited 
the new library. ■ She was looking for the new [=most recent] 
issue of the magazine. ■ I saw their new baby for the first 
time. ■ They planted new trees on the campus. ■ a new kind of 
music b : not used by anyone else previously ■ She couldn’t 
afford a new car, so she bought a used one. ■ He bought the 
car new. ■ shiny new shoes ■ This watch is new. — see also 

BRAND-NEW 

2 a : recently bought, rented, etc. ■ She is eager to see his 
new apartment/house/dog. b : having recently become 
someone’s relative, friend, employee, etc. ■ This is my new 
stepsister. ■ the young man and his new wife ■ Come meet our 
newest [=most recently hired] employee. » I made a new 
friend today. C : recently added to an existing group, orga¬ 
nization, etc. ■ There was a new kid in school today. ■ The 
union voted in 10 new members. ■ The company created a 
new department to run its Web site. — often + to ■ She is new 
to this school. ■ Don’t worry about it. You are still new to the 
job. 

3 : replacing someone or something that came before ■ The 
team has a new coach. ■ Have you met his new girlfriend? • 
He starts his new job on Monday. ■ I like your new haircut. ■ 
The tree is growing new leaves. ■ Waiter, could I please have 
a new fork? This one is dirty. 

4 : recently discovered or learned about : not known or ex¬ 
perienced before ■ Scientists discovered a new comet. ■ a new 
species of fish ■ The promotion gave her a new sense of opti¬ 
mism. ■ This drug gives new hope to patients. ■ This is a new 
experience for me. — often + to ■ This kind of work is still 
new to me. [=1 have been doing this kind of work for only a 
short time] 

5 — used to describe a time, period, etc., that is beginning 
again and that is different from what came before ■ A new 
day has begun. ■ We are looking forward to the new year. ■ A 
new semester starts in the fall. ■ After college, he moved to 
the city to begin a new life. [=a time in a person’s life that is 
different in some important way from what came before] 

6 : healthier or more energetic ■ I felt like a new man/woman 
after my vacation. 

(as) good as new or like new : in very good condition 
: like something that has recently been made ■ He painted 
the bicycle, and now it’s as good as new. ■ Once the jewelry 
has been cleaned, it’ll be like new. 
new arrival see arrival 
new kid on the block see 'kid 
pastures new see 1 pasture 

the new : new things ■ The band played a good mix of the 
old and the new. 

turn over a new leaf see 'leaf 
what else is new? see 2 else 

what’s new? US. informal — used as a friendly greeting • 
Hey man, what’s new ? 

— new*ness noun [noncount] ■ The couple admired the 
shiny newness of their remodeled kitchen. 

2 new adv : newly or recently — usually used in combination ■ 
new- laid cement 
New Age noun [noncount] 

1 : of or relating to ways of thinking and living that are sim¬ 
ilar to those of older cultures and that have been accepted in 
recent times by a group of people in place of the usual be- 
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liefs and methods of modem society ■ the New Age move¬ 
ment ■ a New Age bookstore ■ New Age spirituality 
2 — used to describe a type of instrumental music that is 
usually soft and relaxing ■ He likes to listen to New Age mu¬ 
sic. ■ a New Age composer 

— New Age noun [noncount] ■ He likes to listen to New Age. • 
the beginning of the New Age [=the New Age movement] 
— New Ager /-'eicfca*/ noun, pi ~ -ers [count] ■ She’s a 
New Ager who writes spiritual self-help books. — New 
Agey /-'eicfei/ adj [more most ~] ■ His apartment has a 
New Agey atmosphere. 

new-bie /'nu.bi, Brit 'njuibi/ noun, pi -bies [count] chiefly 
US, informal : a person who has recently started a particular 
activity ■ She is a newbie on the Internet. = She’s an Internet 
newbie. • He is a newbie to local politics. ■ a newbie [= begin¬ 
ner] chess player 

1 new-born /'nu^bo^n, Brit 'nju:,bo:n/ adj, always used before 
a noun : recently bom • a newborn baby /calf 
2 newborn noun, pi newborn or new-borns [count]: a per¬ 
son or animal that has recently been bom : a newborn per¬ 
son or animal ■ a mother goat and all of her newborn 
New-blirg or New-burgh /'nu^ba'g, Brit 'nju:,ba:g/ adj, 
used after a noun : served with a sauce that is made of cream, 
butter, sherry, and egg yolks ■ lobster/shrimp Newburg 
new-COm-er /'nu:,kAmas Brit 'njul.kAma/ noun, pi -ers 
[count] 

1 : a person who has recently arrived somewhere or who has 
recently started a new activity — often + to ■ She is a new¬ 
comer to the city. • My father is a relative newcomer to the 
world of computers. 

2 : something new that has recently been added or created 

— often + to ■ The word "chat room” is a relative newcomer 
to the English language. • Our company is a newcomer to this 
market. 

new-fan-gled /'nui'feeggald, Brit 'njui'fzeijgald/ adj, always 
used before a noun : recently invented or developed and hard 
to understand • His grandson owns all of the latest newfan¬ 
gled electronics. ■ newfangled gadgets ■ the newfangled 
speech used by teenagers 

new-found /'nui'faund, Brit 'njui'faund/ adj, always used 
before a noun : recently discovered, acquired, or achieved 
: newly found or gotten ■ He is enjoying his newfound free¬ 
dom. • a newfound friend ■ newfound fame 
new-ly /'nu:li, Brit 'njuili/ adv : a short time ago : recently 

■ They are a newly married couple. ■ That is a newly acquired 
habit. ■ Here is where we keep the newly arrived merchan¬ 
dise. ■ a newly discovered galaxy ■ The room is newly painted. 

new-ly-wed /'nu:li,wed 'njuili,wed/ noun, pi -weds [count] 
: a person who has recently married ■ They took pictures of 
the happy newlyweds. ■ a newlywed hotel suite [=a hotel suite 
for couples on their honeymoon] 
new moon noun, pi ~ moons [count] : the moon when it is 
completely dark — compare full moon, half-moon 
news /'nuiz, Brit 'njuiz/ noun 

1 [noncount] : new information or a report about something 
that has happened recently ■ Do you have any news to re¬ 
port? ■ I have some good news , and I have some bad news. ■ 
Have you heard the good news? She’s going to have a baby! ■ 
What’s the big/latest news ? • It was late summer when news 
of his death arrived. [=when we learned that he had died] • 
We tried to break the news [=tell the bad news] to her gently. 

■ "The concert has been canceled.” “Well, that is news to 
me." [=1 didn’t know that; no one told me that] ■ Lower tick¬ 
et prices are good news for [=make things easier for] sports 
fans. ■ We haven’t heard from his teacher lately, but no news 
is good news. [=if he was doing badly, his teacher would 
have told us] 

2 [noncount] a : information that is reported in a newspa¬ 
per, magazine, television news program, etc. ■ local/intema- 
tional news ■ The company has been in the news recently. ■ 
and now this late-breaking news [=the most recent news of 
the day] ■ front-page news [important news that could be 
reported on the front page of a newspaper] — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ TV news reporters ■ news stories/reports 

■ the news media ■ a slow news day [=a day with little news to 
report] b informal : someone or something that is exciting 
and in the news ■ She’s big news here in the city. ■ That band 
is old news. = The band is yesterday’s news. [=that band 
isn’t new or exciting anymore] 

3 the news : a television news program ■ We saw it on the 
evening/nightly news. ■ The local news is on at 5:30. 

have news for someone — used when you are making a 


definite and forceful statement that someone does not ex¬ 
pect, know about, or agree with ■ "You think you’re going 
to win? Well, I've got news for you: you’re not." ■ People tell 
me that my business will never succeed. Well, I have news 
for them. I’m going to make a profit by the end of the year. 
- see also bad news 

news agency noun, pi ~ -cies [count] : an organization 
that collects and gives news to newspapers, magazines, tele¬ 
vision news programs, and radio stations — called also press 
agency 

news-agent /'nu:z,eicfc3nt, Brit 'njuiz,eicfeant/ noun, pi 
-agents [count] chiefly Brit : a person or shop that sells 
newspapers, magazines, and often paperback books 
news-boy /'nu:z,boi 'njuiz,boi/ noun, pi -boys [count] 
chiefly US, old-fashioned : a boy who sells or delivers news¬ 
papers 

news-cast /'nu:z,k£est, Brit 'njuiz,kaist/ noun, pi -casts 
[count] chiefly US : a radio or television program that reports 
the news ■ the nightly TV newscast 
news-cast-er /'nu:z,k£estas Brit 'njuiz,kaista/ noun, pi -ers 
[count] chiefly US : a person who reports and sometimes dis¬ 
cusses the news on a radio or television show — called also 
(Brit) newsreader 

news conference noun, pi ~ -ences [count] : press 
conference ■ The President will hold a news conference 
later today. 

news flash noun, pi ~ f lash-es [count] : a report on an im¬ 
portant piece of news that is given in the middle of another 
television or radio show — often used ironically when you 
are saying something that is not new or surprising ■ News 
flash ! Your brother’s late again! 

news-group /'nu:z,grup, Brit 'njuiz,gruip/ noun, pi 
-groups [count] : a place on the Internet where people can 
talk about a particular subject by reading and leaving mes¬ 
sages ■ I posted a message to a gardening newsgroup. 
news-let-ter /'nu:z,letas Brit 'njuiz,lets/ noun, pi -ters 
[count] : a short written report that tells about the recent ac¬ 
tivities of an organization and that is sent to members of the 
organization ■ the club’s monthly newsletter 
news-man /'nuizman, Brit 'njuizman/ noun, pi -men 
/-man/ [count] \ a person (usually a man) who gathers, re¬ 
ports, or comments on the news 
news-pa-per /'nu:z,peip3s Brit 'njuiz,peipa/ noun, pi -pers 

1 [count] : a set of large sheets of paper that have news sto¬ 
ries, information about local events, advertisements, etc., 
and that are folded together and sold every day or every 
week ■ He likes to stay home and read the Sunday newspaper, 
[-paper] ■ a daily/weekly newspaper — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ newspaper headlines/articles/columns/clippings 
■ a newspaper reporter/editor/columnist 

2 [noncount] : the paper on which a newspaper is printed ■ 
He used some newspaper to get the fire started. 

3 [count] \ a company that publishes a newspaper • She 
worked for the newspaper for 20 years. 

news-pa-per-man /'nu^peipa^msen, Brit 'njuiz,peipa- 
,m£en/ noun, pi -men /-,men/ [count] : a person (usually a 
man) who works as a reporter for a newspaper 
neWS-pa-per-WOm-an /'nuiz^eipa^wuman, Brit 'njuiz- 
,peipa,woman/ noun, pi -wom-en /-,wiman/ [count] : a 
woman who works as a reporter for a newspaper 
new-speak or New-speak /'nu:,spi:k, Brit 'nju:,spi:k/ 
noun [noncount] disapproving : speech or writing that uses 
words in a way that changes their meaning especially to per¬ 
suade people to think a certain way ■ political newspeak 
newS-per-SOn /'nuiz^a^ri, Brit 'njuiz,paisp/ noun, pi 
-peo-ple [count] : a person who gathers, reports, or com¬ 
ments on the news : reporter 
news-print /'nuiz,print, Brit 'njuiz,print/ noun [ noncount] 
: the thin paper that is used for newspapers 
news-read-er /'nu:z,ri:das Brit 'njuiz,riida/ noun, pi -ers 
[count] Brit : newscaster 

news-reel /'nu:z,ri:l, Brit 'njuiz,riil/ noun, pi -reels [count] 
: a short film that reported the news and that was shown in 
theaters in the past ■ old newsreels from World War II 
news-room /'nu:z,ru:m, Brit 'njuiz,ruim/ noun, pi -rooms 
[count] : an office where the news is prepared for a newspa¬ 
per or a television or radio program 
news-stand /'nu:z,st£end, Brit 'njuiz,stzend/ noun, pi 
-stands [count] : a place (such as a small outdoor store) 
where newspapers and magazines are sold 
news-wom-an /'nuiz,woman, Brit 'njuiz,woman/ noun, pi 
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-wom-en /-,wiman/ [count] : a woman who gathers, re¬ 
ports, or comments on the news 
news-WOr-thy /*nu:z a w»&i ( Brit 'nju:z,W3:5i/ acjj [more 
most ~]: interesting or important enough to report as news • 
a newsworthy story 

newsy /'nu:zi, Brit 'nju:zi/ adj news-i-er; -est [also more 
most — ] informal : containing or full of a lot of news ■ I 
got a long newsy letter from her. ■ a newsy magazine 
newt /'nu:t, Brit 'nju:t/ noun, pi newts [count] : a small ani¬ 
mal that lives mostly in water and that has four short legs, a 
long, low body and tail, and soft, wet skin ■ a bright orange 
newt 

New Testament noun 

the New Testament: the second part of the Christian Bible 
that describes the life of Jesus Christ and the lessons that 
he taught — compare old testament 
new wave noun, pi ~ waves 

1 [count]: a movement in which a group of people introduce 
new styles or ideas in art, music, politics, etc. — usually sin¬ 
gular; often + of m a new wave of feminism 

2 New Wave [noncount] : a style of rock music that was 
popular especially in the 1970s and 1980s, has a strong beat, 
and uses many electronic instruments (such as keyboards) ■ 
people who listened to punk, New Wave , or disco 

3 [noncount] : a modem style of art, film, or fashion that 
tries to be very different or unusual often in a shocking way 
— often used before another noun ■ new wave design/films 

New World noun 

the New World : North, Central, and South America, espe¬ 
cially in the past ■ Columbus reached the New World in 
1492. — compare old world 
New Year noun 

1 or chiefly US New Year’s [noncount] : the first day of the 
year celebrated as a holiday; especially : new YEAR’S day ■ 
Happy New Year ! ■ 0 chiefly US) a New Year’s party = (Brit) a 
New Year party ■ (US) the week between Christmas and New 
Year’s = (Brit) the week between Christmas and New Year 

2 or new year [singular] : the year that is about to start or 
that has just started — usually used with the ■ They will wel¬ 
come/greet the New Year with festivities. ■ It’s sure to be the 
best film of the new year. • We stayed up past midnight on 
New Year’s Eve to see the new year in. [=to see the beginning 
of the new year] ■ the Chinese New Year [=the new year ac¬ 
cording to the Chinese calendar] ■ the Jewish New Year 
[=Rosh Hashanah] 

New Year’s Day noun, pi ~ Days [count, noncount] : Jan¬ 
uary 1 celebrated as a holiday : the first day of the year 
New Year’s Eve noun, pi ~ Eves [count, noncount] : De¬ 
cember 31 : the last day of the year; especially : the evening 
of December 31 

New York minute noun [singular] US, informal : a very 
short amount of time ■ He was down the stairs in a New York 
minute, [-in an instant; in a flash] 

1 next /'nekst/ adj 

1 : coming after this one : coming after the one that just 
came, happened, etc. ■ the next day [=the day that comes af¬ 
ter this day] ■ Please turn to the next [^following] page. ■ I’ll 
see you next Monday. ■ Are you coming this Thursday or 
next Thursday? [=are you coming on Thursday of this week 
or Thursday of next week?] ■ Next year’s party will be even 
better. ■ For the next two years [=two years after this point], 
she did nothing but eat, sleep, and study. ■ the very next thing 
that happened ■ Can I help the next person in line? Who’s 
nextl ■ We could hear people talking in the next room. ■ At 
the next set of lights, turn left. • Next stop, Los Angeles. ■ I 
need the next size up. ■ The next time we will see each other 
will be on our wedding day. ■ Next time, please remember to 
bring your books to class. ■ in the next life [=in the afterlife; 
in the life that we may have after death] ■ I slipped, and the 
next thing I knew [=right after that happened], I was lying 
face up on the ground. 

2 : any other ■ He said he’s as willing to do it as the next 
man. [=he’s as willing as anyone else would be] ■ She knew 
the answer as well as the next person. 

next to : almost but not quite ■ It’s next to [= nearly, practical¬ 
ly] impossible to drive in this snow. ■ You ate next to noth¬ 
ing at dinner. Aren’t you hungry? ■ We were next to last in 
line. [=there was one person or group behind us] ■ He fin¬ 
ished next to last in the race. ■ the next to last day of our va¬ 
cation [=the day immediately before the last day of our va¬ 
cation] 


2 next adv 

1 : in the time or place that follows or comes directly after 
someone or something : after this ■ Open this present next. • 
There’s a small grocery store in town. The next closest store 
is 20 miles away. [=not including the store in town, the clos¬ 
est store is 20 miles away] ■ What happens next ? ■ Next, I 
need to ask you a few questions about your family. ■ You’re 
up next. [=it*s your turn] 

2 : at the first time after this ■ when we next see each other = 
when we see each other next = (formal) when next we see 
each other 

next best see 1 best 

next to 1 : at the side of (someone or something) ■ I stood 
right next to [=beside] her. ■ The house next to ours is for 
sale. ■ He sat next to his grandmother. 2 : following or 
coming immediately after (someone or something) • Next 
to {-after, besides] math, science was my worst subject in 
school. ■ It’s the most important news story next to the war. 
3 : in comparison with (someone or something) • Next to 
you. I’m wealthy. 

3 next pronoun [noncount] : a person or thing that immediately 
follows another person or thing : someone or something that 
is next ■ Her first novel was good, but I hope her next will be 
even better. ■ We’ll meet the week after next. [=we will meet 
on a day that is in the week after next week; we’ll meet in 
about two weeks] — usually used with the • We went from 
one store to the next looking for the new CD. • She finished 
one project and began working on the next. ■ Who will be the 
next to leave the company? ■ All she does from one day to the 
next is complain. [=she complains all the time] ■ I was the 
next to last person [=not the last person, but the person be¬ 
fore the last person] in line. 

next of kin : the person or people most closely related to 
you : your closest living relative or relatives (such as your 
husband, wife, child, parent, sister, or brother) • We noti¬ 
fied his next of kin of his death. 

next door adv 

1 a : in the next house, apartment, room, etc. ■ The people 
(who live) next door own a very large dog. ■ We’ve lived next 
door to [=next to] each other for the past 30 years. ■ He/She 
seemed like the boy/girl next door. [=like a wholesome 
young man/woman from a middle-class family] b : next to 
your or someone else’s house, apartment, room, etc. ■ He 
bought the house next door. • I’ll be staying in the room next 
door. • Go next door [=to the house/apartment next door] 
and ask for a cup of sugar, please. 

2 : in a place that is very close to something else ■ Canada is 
right next door to the U.S. 

next-door /'nekst'doa'/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : living in the next house, apartment, room, etc. • We’ve 
been next-door neighbors for the past 30 years. 

2 : next to your or someone else’s house, apartment, room, 
etc. ■ the next-door house 

nex-US /'neksas/ noun [singular] formal : a relationship or 
connection between people or things — often + between or 
of • the nexus between teachers and students ■ the nexus be¬ 
tween drugs, guns, and crime ■ a nexus of money and politics 
NFC abbr, US National Football Conference The NFC and 
the AFC make up the NFL. 

NFL abbr, US National Football League *$• The NFL is the 
major professional (American) football league in the U.S. 
NGO abbr nongovernmental organization 
NH abbr New Hampshire 

NHL abbr, US National Hockey League The NHL is the 
major professional league for ice hockey in the U.S. and 
Canada. 

ni*a*Cin /'najssan/ noun [noncount] technical ; a type of nat¬ 
ural substance (called a vitamin) that is found in certain 
foods and that helps your body to be healthy 
nib /'mb/ noun, pi nibs [count] : the pointed metal tip of a 
pen 

1 nib«ble /'nibal /verb nib-bles; nib-bled; nib-bling 

1 : to eat slowly or with small bites [+ obj] We nibbled 
cheese and crackers, [no obj] We nibbled on some cheese 
and crackers before dinner. — often + at • She felt a fish nib¬ 
ble at the end of her fishing line. ■ Insects nibbled at the tree’s 
leaves. — sometimes used figuratively ■ He nibbled at the 
idea of changing careers [=he thought briefly about chang¬ 
ing careers], but decided against it in the end. 

2 [+ obj] : to bite (something) very gently ■ He nibbled her 
ear. 

nibble (away) at [phrasal verb] nibble (away) at (something) 
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: to make (something) disappear or go away very slowly ■ 
Police have been nibbling (away) at crime in the city for 
years. [=police have been very slowly reducing the amount 
of crime in the city] 

2 nibble noun, pi nib-bles 

1 [count] : a small bite • He felt a nibble on his fishing line. — 
often + of ■ May I have a nibble of your sandwich? 

2 [count] : an expression of interest in something ■ We’ve got¬ 
ten a couple of nibbles on our house [=a couple of people 
have said that they were thinking about buying our house], 
but nobody has made a serious offer for it yet. 

3 nibbles [plural] informal : small things to eat before a 
meal or at a party : snacks or appetizers ■ They served some 
delicious nibbles before dinner. 

ni'Cad or Ni-Cad /‘na^kaed/ noun, pi -cads [count] techni¬ 
cal : a battery that contains the metals nickel and cadmium 
and that you can refill with electricity and use again 
nice /'nais/ acjj nic-er; -est 

1 : giving pleasuie or joy : good and enjoyable ■ I hope you 
all had a nice time. ■ What a nice [-pleasant] surprise! ■ It’s so 
nice to see you again. ■ It’s nice to be back home. ■ It’s nice to 
know that you’re all right. ■ It would be nice to try something 
different. ■ We had a very nice dinner. ■ It’s supposed to be a 
nice day tomorrow. = The weather should be nice tomorrow. 
■ (US) Thank you. Have a nice dayl [=goodbye] ■ “Hello, my 
name is Sara,” “It’s nice to meet you , Sara.” ■ It’s nice to see 
you, Luis. How have you been? — often used with another 
adjective for emphasis ■ a nice clear sky [=a sky that is nice 
because it is clear] • nice green grass ■ The hotel has nice big 
rooms. ■ a nice fresh salad ■ some nice hot soup ■ The soup is 
nice and hot. ■ Make sure your room’s nice and clean. • The 
library is always nice and quiet. 

2 : attractive or of good quality • nice restaurants ■ a nice 
car/house • She wears the nicest clothes. ■ She looks nice. 
[=she is attractive] ■ He looks nice in his new suit. ■ It’s a nice 
idea [=the idea is a good one], but I don’t think it’ll work. 

3 : kind, polite, and friendly ■ She is a really nice person. ■ 
He’s such a nice young man. ■ He said some very nice things 
about you. ■ It’s nice of you to call. ■ Try to be nice to each 
other, okay? ■ That wasn’t a very nice thing to do. ■ How nice 
of you to remember my birthday! ■ As they say, “ Nice guys 
finish last.” [=you must act in a selfish way if you want to win 
a competition] — see also MR. nice guy 

4 : acting in a way that is correct according to social or mor¬ 
al rules : proper and well-behaved ■ What’s a nice girl like 
you doing in a place like this? ■ They have such nice chil¬ 
dren. 

5 : done very well ■ That was a nice [-great, outstanding] 
shot! • Nice work! ■ They’ve done a nice job fixing up the 
house. — sometimes used in an ironic way to say that some¬ 
thing was not good or not done well ■ What a nice mess we’ve 
made of things! ■ Nice try, but you’re not going to trick me 
this time. ■ You crashed her car? Oh, nice going. [=that was a 
stupid thing to do] 

6 formal : involving a small difference : difficult to notice or 
recognize ■ There is a nice distinction between those two 
words. 

make nice US, informal : to behave in a polite or friendly 
way toward other people even though you do not have 
kind or polite feelings towards them ■ It’s time to forget 
about the past and make nice. 

nice and easy informal: in a way that is slow, careful, gen¬ 
tle. or easy ■ The pilot brought the plane down nice and 
easy. • She hit the ball nice and easy. [=without a lot of 
force] ■ They broke him in nice and easy, [-gently] 

— nice*ness noun [noncount] 

nice-looking adj : pleasant to look at : attractive ■ 
She’s a nice-looking young lady. 
nice*ly /'naisli/ aclv [more most —]: in a pleasant or cor¬ 
rect way : well ■ a nicely dressed older man ■ a very nicely 
written essay ■ Good work. Nicely done. ■ The project seems 
to be moving along nicely. ■ I think her idea will fit nicely in¬ 
to/with our original plans. ■ “I only have this screwdriver.” 
“Thanks. It will do nicely [=it is suitable for what I want to 
do] • Her new book is doing nicely in the bookstores. [=is sell¬ 
ing well; is a success] ■ He lives in New York City and is do¬ 
ing nicely for himself. [=is earning a lot of money] 
nice-ty /'naisati/ noun, pi -ties [count] : a small detail and 
especially one that is a part of polite or proper behavior — 
usually plural ■ Our grandmother taught us the niceties of ta¬ 
ble manners. ■ social/legal niceties ■ the niceties of English 
grammar 



niche 


niche /’mtf, 'ni:J/ noun, pi nich*es [count] 

1 : a job, activity, etc., that is very suitable 
for someone ■ I found a niche for myself after 
high school. ■ She finally found her niche as a 
teacher. 

2 : the situation in which a business’s prod¬ 
ucts or services can succeed by being sold to 
a particular kind or group of people — usu¬ 
ally singular ■ They’re still trying to find their 
niche in the market/industry- ■ This product 
fills a niche in the market. = This product/i/fc 
a market niche. [=provides something that 

certain kinds of people want to buy] — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ Teenage girls are our niche market. [=are the 
people we can sell our products to] ■ niche products/publica¬ 
tions [=products/publications that appeal to a particular 
kind or group of people] 

3 technical : an environment that has all the things that a 
particular plant or animal needs in order to live ■ the species 
that fill an environmental/ecological niche 

4 : a curved space in a wall that is designed to hold a statue, 
vase, etc. 

1 nick /'mk/ noun, pi nicks 

1 [count] a : a small broken area that appears on something 
after something else hits or cuts it ■ There is a nick [ =chip ] in 
the cup. • There are a couple of nick v on the painting, b : a 
small cut on your skin • His face was covered with nicks and 
cuts after shaving. 

2 the nick Brit slang : a prison or police station ■ She spent a 
night in the nick. 

3 [noncount] Brit, informal : the condition that someone or 
something is in • I watched the team practice, and all the 
players looked in good nick. [=in good shape] • an economy 
in bad nick 

in the nick of time informal : just before the last moment 
when something can be changed or something bad will 
happen ■ He decided to go just in the nick of time. • The am¬ 
bulance arrived in the nick of time. 

2 nick verb nicks; nicked; nick*ing [+ obj] 

1 a ; to cut or damage a small part of the surface of (some¬ 
thing) : to put a nick in (something) ■ Something nicked 
[=chipped] the painting, b : to make a small cut on (some¬ 
one) ■ He nicked himself shaving. ■ He was nicked on the 
shoulder by a bullet. 

2 Brit slang a : to catch and arrest (someone) ■ She was 
nicked for the theft, b : to steal (something) • I nicked a 
couple of cars when I was younger. 


nick-el Aiikal/ noun,pl-e\s 

1 [noncount] : a hard silver-white metal 

2 [count] : a U.S. or Canadian coin that is worth five cents 

1 nick-el—and—dime /(mkalan'daim/ adj , always used before 
a noun, US, informal 

1 : involving, making, or spending a small amount of money 
■ nickel-and-dime charges/fees ■ nickel-and-dime tax increas¬ 
es • nickel-and-dime customers/tourists 

2 : not very important • nickel-and-dime [^small-time] busi¬ 
nesses ■ nickel-and-dime candidates 

2 nickel-and-dime verb nick*els-and-dimes or nick- 
el-and—dimes; nick-eled-and-dimed or nick-el¬ 
and-dimed; nickel*ing-and-dim*ing or nick-el¬ 
and—dim-ing [+ obj] US, informal + disapproving : to make 
(someone) pay many small amounts of money over a long 
period of time • Customers are being nickeled-and-dimed by 
the cell phone company. [=customers are being charged ex¬ 
tra small fees by the cell phone company that will add up to 
a lot of money over time] ■ You should buy a new car before 
this one nickle-and-dimes you to death. [=before you need to 
pay for a lot of repairs on this one] 


1 nick-name /'nik.neim/ noun, pi -names [count] : a name 
(such as “Moose” or "Lady Bird”) that is different from your 
real name but is what your family, friends, etc., call you 
when they are talking to you or about you ■ His mother gave 
him the nickname “Winky” when he was a baby. ■ Earvin 
“Magic” Johnson got his nickname from the way he handled 
a basketball. 

2 nickname verb -names; -named; -nam-ing [+ obj] : to 
give (someone) a name that is not that person's real name 
: to give a nickname to (someone) ■ She nicknamed him 
“Winky.” 


nic-O-tine /*nik3,ti:n/ noun [noncount] : a poisonous sub¬ 
stance in tobacco that makes it difficult for people to stop 
smoking cigarettes 
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niece /'ni:s/ noun, pi niec>es [count] : a daughter of your 
brother or sister ■ If he’s my uncle, then I’m his niece. 
— compare nephew 

nif-ty /'nifti/ adj nif-ti-er; -est informal + somewhat old- 
fashioned : very good, useful, or attractive ■ a nifty pair of 
shoes • This nifty little machine can do just about anything. 
nig*gard«ly /'niga'dli/ adj [more most ~] formal + disap¬ 
proving 

1 : hating to spend money • The story is about a niggardly 
[=stingy, miserly] old man who learns to share what he has 
with others. 

2 : very small in amount ■ a niggardly allowance/wage 
nig-ger /'niga7 noun, pi -gers [count] offensive : a black per¬ 
son This is one of the most offensive words in English. Do 
not use this word. 

1 nig-gle /'mgnl/ verb nig-gles; nig-gled. nig-gling Brit 

1 : to worry or annoy (someone) [+ obj] She had been nig¬ 

gled by worry her entire life. • It really niggles [=bothers, bugs] 
me that she didn’t call, [no obj] — often + at ■ One question 
continued to niggle at him. 

2 [no obj] : to argue or make criticisms about something that 
is not important ■ He’s always niggling over small details. 

2 niggle noun, pi nig-gles [count] chiefly Brit 

1 : a slight feeling of something (such as doubt) • a niggle of 
doubt 

2 : a slight pain ■ I’ve had a knee niggle for the past few days. 

■ He has a bit of a niggle in his back. 

3 : a small criticism or complaint ■ I have a few minor niggles 
about the performance. 

flig*gling /'nigolig/ adj, always used before a noun : causing 
you to feel a slight pain or to be worried or annoyed for a 
long time ■ niggling [=nagging] injuries that just won’t heal ■ a 
niggling doubt 

nigh /'nai/ adv, old-fashioned + literary 

1 : close in time or place : near • The snow is melting. 
Spring is nigh. ■ Morning was drawing nigh. [=it was almost 
morning] ■ The end is nigh. 

2 : almost or nearly ■ It would be nigh impossible to fix it. ■ a 
nigh perfect evening — often + on, onto, or unto ■ We’ve lived 
here for nigh on 40 years. [=almost 40 years] ■ nigh onto a 
century — see also well-nigh 

1 night /'nait/ noun, pi nights 

T: the time of darkness between one day and the next : the 
part of the day when no light from the sun can be seen and 
most people and animals sleep [noncount] Who are you call¬ 
ing at this time of night ? ■ It’s eleven o’clock at night ■ She 
and her husband both work at night and sleep during the 
day. ■ The store’s open all night. ■ They were up all night long 
playing video games. ■ People keep coming back night after 
night [=every night for a period of time] [count] Let’s stop 
for the night and get a hotel. ■ a cold, rainy night in the city ■ 
Where were you (on) the night of June 20th? ■ The room 
costs $100 a/per night. = The room costs $100 for one night. ■ 

1 stayed up late five nights in a row. ■ We were woken up in 
the middle of the night by a loud crash. = (less commonly) 
We were woken up in the dead of night by a loud crash. ■ Did 
you have a good night’s s lee pH [=did you sleep well during 
the night?] ■ Last night, I had the strangest dream. • I had a 
late night [=1 stayed up very late] last night. ■ Let’s call It an 
early night = Let’s make an early night of it [=let’s go home 
or go to bed early tonight] ■ Let’s call it a night [=let’s go 
home or go to bed now] ■ She’ll have to spend/stay the night 
in the hospital. [=she will have to sleep overnight in the hos¬ 
pital] ■ He spent many sleepless nights worrying about his 
children. [=he lay awake at night worrying about his chil¬ 
dren] ■ Spend six nights and seven days on a tropical island in 
the Caribbean! ■ He spent the night with [=had sex with and 
slept with] her. ■ They decided to spend the night together. 
[=they decided to have sex and sleep together] 

2 [noncount] : the darkness that occurs during the nighttime 

■ They walked out into the night. • Her eyes were as black/ 
dark as (the) night. ■ animals that hunt by night [=in dark¬ 
ness] ■ When night fell [=when the sky became dark for the 
night; at nightfall], we walked back to our car. 

3 [count] : the final part of the day that is usually after work, 
school, etc., and before you go to bed : the early part of the 
night : evening ■ They go bowling every Tuesday night. • 
Friday nights , we play cards with the neighbors. ■ What did 
you have for dinner last night ? ■ He planned a night of dinner 
and dancing. ■ We’ve planned a night out. [=an evening that 
you spend outside of your home doing something fun] 

4 [count] a ; an evening or night that has a special event ■ 


Poetry night [=the night when people read poetry aloud] at 
the cafe is every Saturday at eight o’clock. ■ Wednesday night 
is our family night. [=the night that our family does things to¬ 
gether] ■ Tuesday night is ladies’ night at the ballpark/bar. 
[=on Tuesday evening, women get a special benefit at the 
ballpark/bar, such as paying only half price for something] ■ 
Tomorrow is the play’s opening night [=the play will be per¬ 
formed in front of an audience for the first time tomorrow 
night] b : the part of a special day that occurs during the 
nighttime ■ Christmas night • They spent their wedding night 
in a hotel. — compare eve 2 
day and night or night and day see day 
night night or nighty night — used by a child or when 
speaking to a child as a way of saying “good night” ■ “ Night 
night, dear.” “ Nighty night , Mommy.” 
the still of the night see *still 

— see also all-night, fly-by-night, good night, one- 
night STAND 

2 night adj, always used before a noun 

1 : of or relating to the night ■ the night sky • the cool night 
air ■ during the night hours 

2 : for use at night ■ a night lamp • an animal with excellent 
night vision [=ability to see in the dark] 

3 a : happening at night ■ He is taking a night flight. ■ a night 
game/class [=a game/class in the evening] b : active, work¬ 
ing, or operating at night ■ a night manager at the supermar¬ 
ket ■ This is the last night bus/train. ■ I am a night person. [=a 
person who likes the night; a person who has the most ener¬ 
gy at night] 

night*cap /'nait,kaep/ noun, pi -caps [count] 

1 : a drink that you have just before you go to bed at night 
and that usually has alcohol in it 

2 : a cloth cap that people used to wear in bed in the past 
night-clothes /'nait.kloodz, 'nait,klouz/ noun [plural] old- 

fashioned : clothes that people wear in bed 
night-club /*nait,klAb/ noun, pi -clubs [count] : a place 
that is open at night, has music, dancing, or a show, and usu¬ 
ally serves alcoholic drinks and food ■ He’s performed his 
comedy show in nightclubs [=clubs] across the country, 
night crawler noun, pi ~ -ers [count] US : earthworm 
night depository noun, pi ~ -to-ries [count] US : a spe¬ 
cial box built into the side of a bank that allows a customer 
to put money, valuable things, etc., in a safe place when the 
bank is closed — called also {Brit) night safe 
night-dress / , nait,dres/ noun, pi -dress-es [couni] Brit 
: NIGHTGOWN 

night-fall /'nait,fa:l/ noun [noncount] : the time of day when 
the sky gets dark : the time when night begins ■ When night¬ 
fall came, we were still waiting for the electricity to come 
back on. ■ We should be back by/before nightfall, [-dark] 
night-gown /'nait,gaun/ noun, pi -gowns [count] : a loose 
dress that is worn in bed especially by women and girls 

— see color picture on page C12 

night-ie /'naiti/ noun, pi -ies [count] informal : night¬ 
gown; especially, US : a sexy and often short nightgown that 
is worn by women 

night-in-gale /'naiti^geil/ noun, pi -gales [count] : a small 
brown European bird that sings a beautiful song especially at 
night 

night-life /'naitjaif/ noun [noncount] : social activities and 
forms of entertainment that are available at night in bars, 
nightclubs, etc. ■ The city is famous for its nightlife. 
night-light /'naitjlait/ how/i, p/ -lights [count] : a small light 
that is on during the night ■ We keep a nightlight on in the ba¬ 
by’s room. 

1 night-ly /'naitli/ adj • happening or done every night ■ There 
were nightly attacks on the city. ■ a nightly event ■ the nightly 
news ■ These clubs provide nightly entertainment. ■ She 
asked me about it on a nightly basis. [=every night] 
2 nightly adv : every night ■ She performs at the club nightly. ■ 
The restaurant serves dinner nightly. 
night-mare /'nai^mea 1 / noun, pi -mares [count] 

1 : a dream that frightens a sleeping person : a very bad 
dream ■ Mommy, I had a really scary nightmare. ■ She had a 
recurring nightmare [-she had the same bad dream many 
times] about losing her job. 

2 : a very bad or frightening experience or situation ■ The 
party was a complete nightmare. ■ a nightmare situation/sce¬ 
nario ■ Losing a child is every parent’s worst nightmare. [=the 
thing every parent fears most] 

— night-mar-ish / , nait 1 menj’/ adj [more most • a 
nightmarish experience 


night owl • nip 


1092 


night owl noun, pi — owls [count] informal : a person who 
enjoys staying up late at night 

nights /'naits/ adv, chiefly US : at night : during the night¬ 
time ■ He works nights and weekends. ■ Nights , we usually 
watch TV. — compare DAYS 

night safe noun, pi ~ safes [count] Brit : night deposi¬ 
tory 

night school noun [noncount] : high school or college 
classes that are taught at night for people who work during 
the day ■ You could go to night school and earn a degree, 
night shift noun, pi shifts [count] 

1 : a period of time during the night (such as from 11 p.m. to 
7 a.m.) in which a person is scheduled to work — usually 
singular ■ He works the night shift [=(US) graveyard shift] and 
sleeps during the day. 

2 : a group of people who work during the night shift — 
usually singular ■ The night shift is starting to arrive. 

night-shirt /'nait,J>t/ noun, pi -shirts [count] : a long, 
loose shirt that you wear in bed 
night-spot /'nait,spa:t/ noun, pi -spots [count] : night¬ 
club 

night-stand /'nait,st£end/ noun, pi -stands [count] US : a 
small table that is next to a bed — called also night table 
night-stick /'nait,stik/ noun, pi -sticks [count] US : a 
heavy stick that is carried by police officers and is used as a 
weapon — called also baton, (US) billy club, (Brit) truncheon 
night-time /'nait,taim/ noun [noncount] : the time of dark¬ 
ness between one day and the next: the time of day when no 
light from the sun can be seen ■ It’s not safe to go out at 
nighttime. [=(more commonly) night] • The animal hunts in 
the nighttime. — often used before another noun ■ nighttime 
temperatures ■ a nighttime attack 
night watchman noun, pi -men [count] : a person 
whose job is to watch and guard property at night 
NIH abbr National Institutes of Health In the U.S., the Na¬ 
tional Institutes of Health is a branch of government that 
pays doctors and scientists to do medical research, 
ni-hil-ism /'najajizam/ noun [noncount] formal 

1 : the belief that traditional morals, ideas, beliefs, etc., have 
no worth or value 

2 : the belief that a society’s political and social institutions 
are so bad that they should be destroyed 

— ni-hil-ist /'najalist/ noun, pi -ists [count] — ni-hil-is-tic 
/,naj3'listik/ adj [more most —] ■ a nihilistic vision of the 
world ■ nihilistic people 

-nik /-,mk/ noun suffix, informal + often disapproving : a per¬ 
son connected to an activity, an organization, a movement, 
etc. ■ a peacenik [=a person who is opposed to war] ■ (US) a 
neat nik [=a very neat person] 
nil /'ml/ noun [noncount] 

1 : none at all : zero ■ The chances of that happening are 
practically/almost nil. [-nothing] 

2 Brit : a score of zero ■ They took a 2 to nil lead in the sec¬ 
ond half of the game. 

nim-ble /'lumbal/ adj nim-bler; nim-blest [or more —; 
most —] 

1 : able to move quickly, easily, and lightly ■ a nimble [=ag- 
ile] dancer ■ the pianist's nimble fingers 

2 : able to learn and understand things quickly and easily ■ a 
nimble [=quick, clever] mind 

— nim-bly /‘rumbli/ adv ■ She ran nimbly up the stairs, 
nim-bus /‘nimbas/ noun, pi -bus-es [count] formal + liter¬ 
ary : a circle of light: halo 

NIMBY /'nimbi/ adj, always used before a noun — used to 
describe the attitude and actions of people who try to pre¬ 
vent something (such as a prison or a shelter for homeless 
people) from being built near the place where they live 4- 
NIMBY comes from the phrase "not in my back y ard.” ■ 
News about toxic leaks from old landfills has resulted in the 
NIMBY syndrome. [=nobody wants a new landfill built near¬ 
by, because landfills in other places have poisoned people] ■ 
NIMBY issues/pressures 

NIMH abbr National Institute of Mental Health ^ In the U.S., 
the National Institute of Mental Health supplies money for 
research about mental illness, 
nim-rod /'mm,ra:d/ noun, pi -rods [count] US slang 

1 : a foolish or stupid person ■ Don’t be such a nimrod. 

2 : a person who hunts wild animals : hunter 
flin-COm-poop /'mnk3m,pu:p/ noun, pi -poops [count] in¬ 
formal : a foolish or stupid person ■ The people running that 
company are a bunch of nincompoops ! 


nine /'nain/ noun, pi nines 

1 [count] : the number 9 

2 [count] : the ninth in a set or series ■ The next card was the 
nine of diamonds. ■ She wears a size nine. 

3 [noncount] : nine o’clock ■ “What time is it?” “It’s nine.” ■ 
He woke up at nine this morning. ■ a nine-to-five job [-a job 
that you work during regular business hours usually in an 
office] 

4 [count] : the first or last nine holes of an 18-hole golf 
course — usually singular • She didn’t play well on the front 
nine [=on holes 1 through 9], but she was one under par on 
the back nine. [=on holes 10 through 18] 

on cloud nine see 'cloud 
the whole nine yards see 2 yard 

to the nines : in a very fancy or impressive way ■ He was 
dressed to the nines. 

— nine adj 9 It took us nine hours to get there. — nine pro¬ 
noun ■ I would like nine (of them), please. ■ Nine out of 10 
[=90 percent of] doctors agree that this treatment works. 

nine days’ wonder or nine day wonder noun [singu¬ 
lar] chiefly Brit, somewhat old-fashioned : something (such as 
a news story) that people talk about a lot but only for a short 
time ■ She left her husband and ran away with a younger 
man. It was a nine days' wonder. 
nine-teen /nain'ti:n/ noun, pi -teens [count] : the number 
19 

— nineteen adj 9 nineteen hours — nineteen pronoun ■ She 
bought nineteen (of them). — nine-teenth /nain'ti:n0/ 
noun, pi -teenths [count] ■ The book is due back on the 
nineteenth (of the month). ■ one nineteenth of the total cost 
— nineteenth adj 9 He was the country’s nineteenth presi¬ 
dent. ■ I was the nineteenth person to cross the finish line. ■ 
(humorous) the nineteenth hole [=the bar at a golf course 
where players drink after playing a round of 18 holes of 
golf] — nineteenth adv ■ She finished nineteenth in the 
race. ■ the country’s nineteenth largest state 

nine-ty /'nainti/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [count] : the number 90 

2 nineties [plural] a : the numbers ranging from 90 to 99 ■ 
temperatures in the nineties ■ It was priced in the low nine¬ 
ties. [=its price was about $91,000-$93,000] b : a set of 
years ending in digits ranging from 90 to 99 ■ I studied there 
in the nineties. [=between 1990-1999] ■ During the nineties, 
he was going to college and working part-time. ■ He lived 
into his nineties. [=he was over ninety years old when he 
died] 

— nine-ti-eth /'naintijaO/ noun, pi -eths [count] ■ one nineti¬ 
eth of the total cost — ninetieth adj 9 her ninetieth birth¬ 
day — ninety adj ■ ninety dollars — ninety pronoun ■ We 
spent thirty dollars and had ninety left. 

nin-ja /'mncfea/ noun, pi ninja also nin-jas [count] : a fight¬ 
er who is trained in the Japanese martial arts 
nin-ny /'mni/ noun, pi -nies [count] informal + somewhat 
old-fashioned : a foolish or stupid person 
1 ninth /'nainO/ noun, pi ninths 

1 [singular] : the number nine in a series ■ We’ll be leaving on 
the ninth. [=the ninth day of the month] ■ He hit a home run 
in the ninth. [=the ninth inning of a baseball game] 

2 [count] : one of nine equal parts of something ■ She owned 
one ninth of the company. 

2 ninth adj ■ occupying the number nine position in a series ■ 
on the ninth day ■ the book's ninth edition ■ She’s in (the) 
ninth grade at school. 

— ninth adv ■ He finished ninth in the race. ■ the country’s 
ninth largest city 

'nip /‘nip/ verb nips; nipped; nip*ping 

1 : to bite or pinch (someone or something) lightly [+ obj] 
The dog nipped my ankles, [no obj] — + at ■ The dog nipped 
at my ankles. 

2 [+ obj ] US, sports : to defeat (someone or something) by a 
small amount ■ The New York Mets nipped the Atlanta 
Braves 1-0. 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] chiefly 
Brit, informal : to go to a place quickly or for a short period 
of time ■ I had to nip back to my place. ■ He nipped in ahead 
of me in line. ■ He nipped into the store to buy milk. 

4 : to harm or hurt (something) with cold [+ obj] An early 
frost nipped the crops. ■ The cold wind was nipping my nose. 
[no obj] — + at ■ The cold wind nipped at my nose. 

nip off [phrasal verb] nip off (something) or nip (something) 
off: to remove (something) by squeezing it tightly between 
your fingers or the parts of a tool ■ He nipped off the bud 
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with his fingers. ■ She nipped the dead branches off with 
her clippers. 

nip (something) in the bud informal : to stop (something) 
immediately so that it does not become a worse problem ■ 
Inflation will only get worse if the government doesn’t do 
something right now to nip it in the bud. 

2 nip noun, pi nips 

1 [singular] : a feeling of cold ■ I could feel the nip [=coldness] 
in the air. 

2 [count] : a light bite or pinch ■ The dog gave me a nip on 
the leg. 

— compare 3 nip 

3 nip noun.pl nips [count] 

1 informal : a small amount of liquor ■ a nip of whiskey ■ He 
takes a nip now and then. 

2 : a very small bottle of liquor 

— compare 2 nip 

nip and tuck adj, US, of a race or other competition : so 
close that the lead changes quickly and very often from one 
person or team to another * The race was nip and tuck for a 
while. 

— nip and tuck adv ■ The candidates were running nip and 
tuck early in the campaign. 

nipper /'mpa*/ noun, pi -pers 

1 nippers [plural] : a device or tool that is used for cutting 
something ■ She used the nippers to prune the bush. 

2 [count] chiefly Brit, informal : a small child ■ when I was 
just a nipper 

nip*ple /'nipal/ noun, pi nip-pies [count] 

1 : either one of the two small, round parts on a person’s 
chest that are darker in color than the area around them 

— see picture at human 

2 US : a rubber or plastic device that is attached to a bottle 
and that has a small opening from which a baby can suck 
milk — called also (Brit) teat 

nip-py /'mpi/ adi nip-pi-er; -est informal 

1 : somewhat cold : chilly ■ a nippy morning 

2 Brit : able to move quickly : fast ■ a nippy car 
nir-va-na /nia^vcrna, n^'vaina/ noun.pl -nas 

1 [noncount] : the state of perfect happiness and peace in 
Buddhism where there is release from all forms of suffering 

2 : a state or place of great happiness and peace [count] — 
usually singular ■ The island is a nirvana for divers, [non- 
count] Spending the afternoon at the museum was her idea 
of nirvana, [-paradise, heaven] 

nit /'nit/ noun, pi nits [count] Brit, informal : a stupid or silly 
person : nitwit 

nit-pick-ing /'nit.pikii)/ noun [noncount] informal + disap¬ 
proving : the act of arguing about details that are not impor¬ 
tant or criticizing small mistakes that are not important ■ She 
was tired of all the nitpicking and wanted to get on with the 
project. 

— nit-pick-er /'nit.pika*/ noun, pi -ers [count] ■ Nitpickers 
might question his choice of words, but his point was 
worth making. 

ni*trate /'naigtreit/ noun, pi -trates [count, noncount] : a 
chemical compound that contains oxygen and nitrogen and 
that is used in fertilizer 

ni-triC acid /'naitrik-/ noun [noncount] : a strong acid that 
contains nitrogen and that is used in making fertilizers, ex¬ 
plosives, etc. 

ni-tro-gen /'naitracfean/ noun [noncount ] : a chemical that 
has no color or smell and that makes up a large part of the 
atmosphere 

ni*tro*glyc*er*in or ni*tro*glyc-er-ine Anaitra'glisaran/ 
noun [noncount] : a liquid that is used in making explosives 
and in medicine 

ni-trous oxide /'naitras-/ noun [noncount] : a gas that is 
used by dentists to keep patients from feeling pain — called 
also laughing gas 
nit-ty-grit-ty /'mti.gnti/ noun 
the nitty-gritty informal : the most important and basic 
facts or details about something ■ He deals with the nitty- 
gritty of running the department. ■ We finally got down to 
the nitty-gritty of the problem. ■ Let’s get down to the nitty- 
gritty and find out what happened, 
nit*Wit /’mt,wit/ noun, pi -wits [count] informal : a stupid or 
silly person • Don’t be such a nitwit. 

1 nix /'niks/ verb nix-es; nixed; nix*ing [+ obj] US, informal 
: to refuse to accept or allow (something) : to say no to 
(something, such as a suggestion or plan) ■ We quickly nixed 
[-rejected] his idea. 


2 nix adv, US, informal + somewhat old-fashioned : 'no — used 
to show that you disagree with or will not allow something; 
often + on ■ They put a nix on our plan. [=they rejected our 
plan] 

NJ abbr New Jersey 
NM abbr New Mexico 
NNE abbr north-northeast 
NNW abbr north-northwest 
1 no /'nou/ adv 

1 a — used to give a negative answer or reply to a question, 
request, or offer ■ “Are you going?” “ No , I am not going.” ■ 
No, you can’t have any more candy. ■ “Did you hear some¬ 
thing?” "No." • “Do you need a ride?” "No, thank you. My 
wife is picking me up." ■ He wanted to stay longer but I had 
to say no. ■ I told him that I couldn’t come to the party, but 
he wouldn’t take no for an answer. [=he insisted that I come 
to the party] b : in a way that shows a negative response ■ 
She shook her head no. 

2 — used to introduce a statement that corrects an earlier 
statement ■ No, that’s not the way it happened. ■ I saw him 
yesterday— no, the day before. ■ It’s big, no, it’s gigantic. ■ 
She has the right, no, the duty, to continue her studies. 

3 : in no degree or amount : not at all — used in compari¬ 
sons ■ The hotel was no better than I expected it to be. ■ You 
are no worse off now than you were before. ■ He works no 
more than 30 hours per week. ■ Your experience was no dif¬ 
ferent from mine. 

4 — used before an adjective to indicate a meaning that is 
the opposite of the adjective’s meaning ■ He made it clear in 
no uncertain terms [=he made it very clear] that he did not 
approve of the decision. ■ It is a matter of no small impor¬ 
tance. [=it is a matter of much importance] 

5 — used to show surprise, doubt, or disbelief ■ Oh, no. Not 
again. ■ No —you don’t say? ■ No, that’s impossible. ■ No, you 
couldn’t have been the one responsible. 

6 — used to express agreement with a negative statement ■ 
“She shouldn’t work so hard.” "No, she really shouldn’t.” 

7 — used to tell someone not to do something ■ No, don’t 
touch that switch. 

2 flO adj, always used before a noun 

1 : not any ■ She said she had no money. ■ I wanted no part of 
the plan. ■ They showed no concern for my feelings. ■ people 
with little or no experience with computers ■ There is no 
parking [=parking is not allowed] on this street. ■ The sign 
says "No smoking.” [=smoking is not allowed] • There’s no 
disputing [=it is not possible to dispute] the decision. 

2 — used to say that someone or something is not the kind 
of person or thing being described ■ He’s no expert [=he’s not 
an expert] in American history. ■ She’s no fool. ■ This is no 
simple matter. [=this is not a simple matter] 

3 nO noun, pi noes or nos 

1 [count] : a negative answer : an answer of no — usually 
singular ■ I asked for the day off and received a no in reply. 

2 a [count] : a vote of no ■ There were 110 ayes and only 16 
noes. b [plural] : people who are voting no ■ The noes raised 
their hands. 

No. or no. abbr 1 number ■ He lives at No. 35 Main Street. 
2 north, northern 

no—account adj, always used before a noun, US, informal + 
disapproving : having no worth or value : worthless ■ I 
don’t trust her or her lazy, no-account husband. 

— no-account noun, pi -counts [count] ■ Her husband is a 
lazy no-account. 

nob /'na:b/ noun, pi nobs [count] chiefly Brit, informal + old- 
fashioned : a person who is wealthy or belongs to the upper 
class ■ She threw a party and invited all the local nobs. 
nob-ble /'naibsl/ verb nob*bles; nob-bled; nob-bling [+ 
obj] Brit, informal 

1 : to give a drug to (a horse) to keep it from winning a race 

■ We found out later that the horse had been nobbled, which 
explained its poor performance. 

2 : to cause or force (someone) to do something that you 
want by offering money, making threats, etc. ■ She was try¬ 
ing to nobble the jury. ■ nobble a witness 

3 : to succeed in getting or catching (something or someone) 

■ I was about to leave when I was nobbled [-nabbed] by a 
man asking for directions. 

No*bel Prize /nou'bel-/ noun, pi Prizes [count] : one of 
six annual prizes that are awarded to people for important 
work in the fields of literature, physics, chemistry, medicine, 
and economics and for helping to bring about peace in the 
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world ■ He won the Nobel Prize for economics. ■ the Nobel 
Peace Prize — called also Nobel 
nO'bil'i*ty /nou'bilati/ noun 

1 [noncount] : the quality or state of being noble in character 
or quality ■ the nobility of his character ■ I admire her nobili¬ 
ty. • They have shown great courage and nobility of purpose. 

2 the nobility: the group of people who are members of the 
highest social class in some countries ■ a member of the no¬ 
bility [= aristocracy] 

1 no*ble /'noubal/ adj no-bler; no-blest [also more most 

H 

1 : having, showing, or coming from personal qualities that 
people admire (such as honesty, generosity, courage, etc.) ■ 
He was a man of noble character. ■ It was noble of her to 
come forward with this information. ■ a noble ideal/ambi¬ 
tion/cause/purpose 

2 always used before a noun : of, relating to, or belonging to 
the highest social class : of, relating to, or belonging to the 
nobility ■ She married a man of noble [= aristocratic \ birth/ 
rank. ■ his noble ancestry ■ the noble class 

3 : impressive in size or appearance ■ a noble cathedral 

4 technical : not chemically affected by other substances 
(such as oxygen) ■ Platinum is a noble metal. ■ Helium is a no¬ 
ble gas. 

— no-bly /'noubli/ adv • He worked nobly in support of their 
efforts. 

2 noble noun, pi no«bles [count] : a person who is a member 
of the nobility 

nO'ble*man /'noublman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] : a 
man who is a member of the nobility 
noblesse oblige /noi^blesa'bliis/ noun [noncount] for¬ 
mal : the idea that people who have high social rank or 
wealth should be helpful and generous to people of lower 
rank or to people who are poor ■ He was raised to have a 
strong sense of noblesse oblige. 

nO'ble*WOm*an /'noubahwuman/ noun, pi -wom*en 

/-,wiman/ [count] : a woman who is a member of the nobility 
1 no*body /'noubadi/ pronoun : no person : no one • There’s 
nobody here. ■ Nobody could answer my question. ■ I guess 
I’ll have to volunteer because it’s clear nobody else will. 
nobody’s business see business 
nobody’s fool see ‘fool 

2 nobody noun, pi -bod-ies [count] : someone who is not im¬ 
portant or has no influence ■ He was a nobody in high school, 
no—brainier /'nou'brenW noun, pi -ers [count] informal 
: a decision or choice that is very easy to make and requires 
very little thought ■ The offer of a full scholarship made his 
choice of colleges a no-brainer. 
noc-tur-nal /nak't&nj/ adj 

1 : active mainly during the night ■ nocturnal animals 

— opposite DIURNAL 

2 formal : happening at night ■ a nocturnal journey 
nooturne /"naikitan/ noun, pi -turnes [count] : a piece of 

music especially for the piano that has a soft and somewhat 
sad melody 

1 nod /'na:d /verb nods; nod-ded; nod-ding 

1 a : to move your head up and down as a way of answering 
“yes” or of showing agreement, understanding, or approval 
[no obj] She nodded when I asked her if she was ready. ■ He 
nodded in agreement. [+ obj] He nodded agreement/approv¬ 
al. ■ I asked her if she could hear me, and she nodded her 
head, b : to move your head up and down as a signal to 
someone or as a way of saying hello or goodbye to someone 
[no obj] — often + to ■ The guard nodded to us as we walked 
in. ■ He nodded to his assistant to start the slide show. — of¬ 
ten + at ■ She nodded at us as she walked past. [+ obj] She 
nodded hello. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
slightly move your head in a specified direction ■ “The bath¬ 
room is around the comer," he said, nodding to the left. ■ She 
nodded toward the dirty dishes and said she would get to 
them later. 

3 [no obj] : to move up and down ■ The tulips nodded 
[=bobbed, swayed] in the breeze. 

nod off [phrasal verb] informal : to fall asleep ■ I nodded off 
during his speech. 

2 nod noun, pi nods 

1 [count] : a movement of your head up and down especially 
as a way of answering “yes" or of showing agreement, under¬ 
standing, or approval : an act of nodding ■ He gave me a nod 
[=he nodded at me] as he walked by. 

2 [singular] somewhat informal : something done to show 


that someone or something has been chosen, approved, etc. ■ 
He received/got the party’s nod as candidate for governor. 
[=the party chose him as candidate for governor] ■ She de¬ 
serves at least a nod [=she deserves at least some recognition] 
for her management of the project. • We’re waiting to get the 
nod [=to get approval] from the city to start the project. ■ She 
finally gave us the nod on the plans. [=she finally approved 
our plans] 

on the nod Brit, informal : by general agreement and with¬ 
out discussion ■ The proposal went through on the nod. 
nodding acjj, always used before a noun : bending down¬ 
ward or forward ■ a plant with nodding [=drooping] flowers 
a nodding acquaintance : a small amount of knowledge 
about someone or something ■ We only have a nodding ac¬ 
quaintance with each other. [=we only know each other 
slightly] ■ I only have a nodding acquaintance with Greek 
history. [=1 know only a little about Greek history] 
node /'noud/ noun, pi nodes [count] technical 

1 : a small lump or mass of tissue in your body; especially 

: LYMPH NODE 

2 : the small round part on the stem of a plant where a leaf 
grows 

3 : a place where lines in a network cross or meet ■ a net¬ 
work node 

— nod-al /'noudl/ adj, always used before a noun ■ nodal tis¬ 
sue ■ a nodal point 

nod-ule /'naicfeul, Brit 'nodjul/ noun, pi nod-ules [count] 
technical: a small lump on a part of the body or on the root 
of a plant ■ The examination revealed a nodule on his lung. ■ 
root nodules 

No-el /nou'el/ noun [noncount] : Christmas or the Christmas 
season Noel is especially used in Christmas greetings and 
Christmas songs, 
noes plural of* no 

no—fault adj, always used before a noun, chiefly US 

1 — used to describe a type of insurance in which someone 
involved in a car accident is paid a certain amount of money 
for damages without the need to decide who caused the acci¬ 
dent ■ no-fault insurance ■ a no-fault policy/claim 

2 law — used to describe a type of divorce in which neither 
the husband nor the wife is blamed for the end of the mar¬ 
riage ■ a no-fault divorce 

no—fly zone noun, pi ~ zones [count] technical : an area 
where military airplanes are not allowed to fly during a con¬ 
flict or war 

no—frills adj, always used before a noun : offering or provid¬ 
ing only the most important or basic things : not fancy or 
luxurious ■ We flew with a no-frills airline. ■ The restaurant 
offers no-frills dining. 

nog-gin /'naigan/ noun, pi -gins [count] informal : a per¬ 
son’s head ■ He fell and got a bump on his noggin. • Use your 
noggin, [-think', use your head] 
no—go area noun, pi ~ areas [count] chiefly Brit : an area 
that is dangerous or where people are not allowed to go ■ He 
reported from one of the city’s no-go areas. — often used fig¬ 
uratively • Religion is a no-go area when you talk with her. 

1 no—good adj, always used before a noun, informal : having 
no worth, use, or chance of success ■ Look at what that no¬ 
good idiot has done. ■ I don’t trust that lying no-good brother 
of hers. 

2 no—good noun, pi -goods [count] US, informal : a bad or 
useless person ■ Stay away from those no-goods. 
no—hit adj, always used before a noun, baseball — used to de¬ 
scribe a game or inning in which a pitcher does not allow the 
batters from the other team to get a base hit ■ He pitched a 
no-hit game today. • After seven no-hit innings, he gave up a 
home run in the eighth. 

no—hit-ter /,nou'hit»/ noun, pi -ters [count] baseball : a 
game in which a pitcher does not allow the batters from the 
other team to get a base hit ■ He pitched a no-hitter. 
no—holds—barred Anoi^houldzVja^d/ acjj : free from the 
usual limits or rules • a no-holds-barred interview with the 
senator ■ a no-holds-barred contest 
nO-:hOp-er /'nou'houpaV noun, pi -ers [count] chiefly Brit, 
informal : someone or something that has no chance of suc¬ 
cess ■ a team of no-hopers 
noise /'noiz/ noun, pi nols*es 
1 a [noncount] : a loud or unpleasant sound ■ I couldn’t hear 
him over all the noise. ■ That’s not music. To me it’s a bunch 
of noise. ■ The furnace makes a lot of noise when it comes 
on. ■ We closed the windows to block out the traffic noise. ■ 
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The landlord has been getting complaints from the tenants 
about noise, b : a sound that someone or something makes 
[count] There were noises coming from the basement. ■ The 
sink was making a gurgling noise. ■ Do you hear that rat- 
tling/buzing/banging noise ? [noncount] The machine hard¬ 
ly makes any noise. — see also background noise, white 
noise 

2 [noncount] a technical : unwanted electronic signals that 
harm the quality of something (such as a radio or television 
broadcast or a digital photograph) b : information that is 
not useful or important and that makes it more difficult to 
find the information that you want or need ■ The initial data 
included a lot of noise that had to be weeded out. 
make noise 1 : to talk about something — often used to 
suggest that the things being said are not sincere or effec¬ 
tive ■ Congress has been making (a lot of) noise about low¬ 
ering taxes, but no one expects it to happen. 2 : to com¬ 
plain about something ■ People have been making (a lot of) 
noise about the price increases. 
make noises 1 : to talk about something in usually an in¬ 
direct way — usually + about ■ She started making noises 
about running for office. [=she started saying things that 
showed she was thinking about running for office] ■ Her 
parents are making noises about wanting a grandchild. • 
The government has been making some encouraging nois¬ 
es about the possibility of a tax cut. 2 : to make state¬ 
ments of a specified kind ■ The company has been making 
soothing/reassuring noises to calm the fears of investors. 
— often used to suggest that the things being said are not 
sincere or effective • Politicians are making (all) the right 
noises about improving the schools, but they don’t want 
to spend any money to do it. 

— see also big noise 

— noise-less /'noizlas/ adj ■ The machine is almost noise¬ 
less. • noiseless footsteps — nolse-less-ly adv ■ He slipped 
into the room noiselessly. 

noise-mak-er /'noiz.meik^/ noun, pi -ers [count] US : a 
device (such as a horn) that is used to make noise at parties • 
All the guests had noisemakers and party hats, 
noise pollution noun [noncount] : loud or unpleasant 
noise that is caused by automobiles, airplanes, etc., and that 
is harmful or annoying to the people who can hear it ■ The 
airport has made changes to decrease noise pollution. 
noi-SOme /'noisam/ adj [more most ~] formal + literary 
: very unpleasant or disgusting ■ a noisome [^sickening] odor 
noisy /*noizi/ adj nols-l-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : making a lot of loud or unpleasant noise ■ The play¬ 
ground was filled with noisy children. ■ His lawnmower is 
very noisy. ■ a noisy crowd 

2 : full of loud or unpleasant noise ■ a noisy street/restau¬ 
rant/office 

— nois-My /'noizali/ adv ■ The dog barked noisily. 

no-mad /'nou,m£ed/ noun, pi -mads [count] : a member of 
a group of people who move from place to place instead of 
living in one place all the time ■ a tribe of nomads • He lived 
like a nomad for a few years after college, never holding a 
job in one place for very long. 

— no-mad- ic /nou'mjedik/ adj [more most ~] ■ nomadic 
tribes ■ He has a very nomadic lifestyle. [=he is always mov¬ 
ing to different places] 

no—man’s—land /'nou.m^nz.l^nd/ noun [singular] : an 
area of land between two countries or armies that is not con¬ 
trolled by anyone — often used figuratively ■ His music lies 
in the no-man’s-land between jazz and rock. ■ The downtown 
area was a no-man’s-land of abandoned buildings and decay, 
nom de plume /inccmdi'plurm/ noun, pi noms de 
plume Anaunzdi'pluim/ [count] formal : a name used by a 
writer instead of the writer’s real name : pen name ■ He 
wrote under a nom de plume. 

no-men-cla-ture /'nouma^kleitfas Brit nau'meoklatfa/ 
noun, pi -tures formal : a system of names for things espe¬ 
cially in science [noncount] botanical nomenclature [count] 
the nomenclatures of zoology and chemistry 
nom-i-nal /■naimanl/ adj, formal 

1 : existing as something in name only : not actual or real • 
He was the nominal head of the party. [=he was called the 
head of the party but he did not actually run the party!" Her 
title of vice president had been nominal only. 

2 : very small in amount ■ a nominal price/charge ■ They 
charge a nominal fee for the service. ■ His involvement was 
nominal. 

— nom-l-nal-ly adv ■ He was nominally in charge of the 
project. 


nom-i-nate / , na:m3,neit/ verb -nates; -nat-ed; -nat-lng 

[+obj] 

1 a : to formally choose (someone) as a candidate for a job, 
position, office, etc. ■ We expect the party to nominate him 
for president. ■ The President nominated her for Attorney 
General. — often used as (be) nominated ■ She was nominat¬ 
ed for a second term, b : to choose (someone) for a job, po¬ 
sition, office, etc. ■ The chairman can nominate [-name, ap¬ 
point] three members to the committee. ■ Someone has to tell 
her the truth—I nominate you. — often used as (be) nomi¬ 
nated ■ He was nominated to the Supreme Court. ■ She was 
nominated by the chairman. 

2 : to choose (someone or something) as a candidate for re¬ 
ceiving an honor or award ■ We nominated her for player of 
the year. — often used as (be) nominated ■ He was nominated 
for an Academy Award for his role in the film. ■ She was 
nominated as Best Actress three times in her career. 

nom-i-na-tlon /,na:m3'neij3n/ noun, pi -tlons 

1 a [count] : the act of formally choosing someone as a can¬ 
didate for a job, position, office, etc. ■ We expect him to get 
the Democratic nomination, b : the act of choosing some¬ 
one for a job, position, office, etc. [count] The Senate has to 
approve his nomination, [-choice] [noncount] Membership 
is by nomination only. 

2 [count] a : the act of choosing someone or something as a 
candidate for receiving an honor or award • The novel 
earned a nomination for the National Book Award. ■ The 
film received five Academy Award nominations, b : some¬ 
one or something that has been chosen as a candidate for re¬ 
ceiving an honor or award ■ The nominations for the Acade¬ 
my Awards have been announced. 

nom-i-na-tive /'naimanativ/ noun [noncount] grammar 
: the form of a noun, pronoun, or adjective when it is the 
subject of a verb ■ “He” in “He sees her” is in the nominative. 

— compare accusative 

— nominative ad) ■ the nominative case 

nom-i-nee /,na:m3'ni:/ noun, pi -nees [count] : someone or 
something that has been chosen as a candidate for a job, po¬ 
sition, office, honor, award, etc. : someone or something 
that has been nominated ■ He is expected to be the Demo¬ 
cratic nominee. ■ There’s been a lot of controversy about the 
nominee to the Supreme Court. — often +for ■ She is one of 
the nominees for Best Actress. ■ the President’s nominee for 
Attorney General 

non- /nan/ prefix : not ■ nonfatal ■ nonfiction ■ nonprofit - 
non-native English speakers ■ a nonreligious holiday 
no-na-ge-nar-l-an ^nounacfca'nerijan/ noun, pi -ans 
[count] : a person who is between 90 and 99 years old 
non-ag-gres-Sion /,na:n3'grej3n/ noun [noncount] : a sit¬ 
uation in which countries promise that they will not attack 
each other ■ a policy of nonaggression ■ The countries have 
signed a nonaggression treaty/pact. [=a formal agreement 
between countries to not attack each other] 
non-al-co-hol-ic /,na:n,£elk3*ha:lik/ adj — used to de¬ 
scribe a drink that does not contain any alcohol • nonalco¬ 
holic drinks/beer 

non-aligned /,na:n3'laind/ adj ' not having made an offi¬ 
cial agreement to receive support from and give support to 
one extremely powerful country (such as the U.S. or the 
U.S.S.R.) rather than another ■ nonaligned countries 

— non-align-ment /inama'lainmant/ noun [noncount] ■ a 
policy of nonalignment [= neutrality ] 

no—name /'nou,neim/ adj, always used before a noun, chief¬ 
ly US 

1 : having a name that most people do not know : not well- 
known ■ She often buys cheap, no-name products. 

2 : having players, members, etc., whose names are not by 
most people ■ a no-name baseball team 

— no-name noun, pi -names [count] ■ He was surprised 
that a team full of no-names won the championship. 

non-ap-pear-ance /,na:n3'pir3ns/ noun, pi -anc-es 
[count, noncount] somewhat formal : failure to be at a place 
where you are expected to be • His fans were disappointed by 
his nonappearance at the concert, 
non-at-ten-dance/inams'tcndans/noun [noncount] : fail¬ 
ure to be at a place or event where you are expected to be ■ 
The school district worked on ways to lower the rate of non- 
attendance among its students. 

non-be-liev-er /,na:nb3'li:va>/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a per¬ 
son who does not believe in something (such as a religious 
belief or a scientific idea about how something happens or 
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could happen) • a memorial service that is suitable for both 
believers and nonbelievers • They’re trying to convince the 
nonbelievers. 

non*bind*ing /nan'baindirj/ adj, law : not officially requir¬ 
ing that you do something : not able to be enforced by law ■ 
We entered/signed a nonbinding agreement to buy our com¬ 
petitor. [=we agreed to buy our competitor, but we did not 
make a legal and official promise to buy it] 
non-bi-O-log-i-cal/nan.bajaMaicfeikal/ adj 

1 : not coming from or related to things that are alive ■ 
rocks, minerals, and other nonbiological things 

2 : related through adoption rather than birth ■ nonbiologi¬ 
cal parents and siblings 

1 nonce /'na:ns/ noun 

for the nonce somewhat formal: for now : for the moment ■ 
The team is called “the Lions,” at least/or the nonce. 
2 nonce adj, always used before a noun : used or made only 
once or for a special occasion ■ a nonce word/term 
non-cha-lant /,na:nj3'la:nt/ adj [more most ~]: relaxed 
and calm in a way that shows that you do not care or are not 
worried about anything ■ He was surprisingly nonchalant 
about winning the award. ■ She faced the crowd with the 
nonchalant ease of an experienced speaker. ■ The team may 
have been somewhat nonchalant at the beginning of the sea¬ 
son, but they now know that they need to work hard. 

— non-cha.lance /,na:nj3'la:ns/ noun [noncount\ ■ She 
faced the crowd with the nonchalance of an experienced 
speaker. ■ His nonchalance about winning the award is a 
little surprising. — non-cha>lant-ly adv 

non-cit-i-zen /nan'sitszsn/ noun, pi -zens [count] chiefly 
US : a person who lives in a country and is not a legal citizen 
of it ■ Voting rights do not apply to noncitizens. [=aliens] 
non-com /'na:n,ka:m/ noun, pi -corns [count] US : non¬ 
commissioned officer 

non*COITl*ba*tant Anccnkam'bzetnt/ noun, pi -tants 
[count] 

1 : a person (such as a military chaplain or doctor) who is in 
the army, navy, etc., but does not fight 

2 : a person who is not in the army, navy, etc.: civilian 
non*COm*mer*cial /.ncunka'ma'J'sl/ adj 

1 a : not used for earning money ■ noncommercial proper¬ 
ties ■ The worksheets are free for anyone to use for noncom¬ 
mercial purposes, b : not made or operated for the purpose 
of earning money ■ a noncommercial theater ■ noncommer¬ 
cial art 

2 : without advertisements : not paid for by advertisers ■ 
noncommercial radio/television 

non-com-mis-sioned officer Anccnka'inijand-/ noun, 
pi ~ -cers [count] : an officer (such as a sergeant or corpo¬ 
ral) who has a low rank in the army, air force, or marine 
corps — called also NCO, noncom 
non-com-mit-tal Anccnka'mitl I adj [more most ~]: not 
telling or showing what you think about something ■ She 
would only give noncommittal answers about her plans. ■ 
The president remained noncommittal , saying only that all 
options would be considered. — often + about ■ He was non¬ 
committal about how the money would be spent. 

— non-com-mit-tal-ly adv ■ “We’ll have to wait and see,” 
she replied noncommittally. 

non-COm-ITIU-nist /nan'kccmjanist/ adj : not having or 
supporting communism as a political and economic system ■ 
noncommunist nations/parties 
non-com-pet-i-tive /,na:nk3m'pet3tiv/ adj, chiefly US 

1 a : not very interested in winning or being more successful 
than other people • He’s a pretty noncompetitive guy, espe¬ 
cially compared to his brothers, b : not involved in official 
competitions, contests, etc. ■ Once a week, he plays hockey 
in a noncompetitive league. 

2 : not good enough to compete with others ■ The school 
was unable to hire good teachers because it was paying non¬ 
competitive wages/salaries. 

3 : not having or allowing competition ■ The report de¬ 
scribes dozens of noncompetitive contracts [=contracts that 
were unfairly given to a company without seeing if another 
company would do the job for less money] that the state has 
illegally given out in the past five years. 

— non-com-pet-i-tive-ly adv - non-com-pet-i-tive- 
ness noun [noncount] 

non*COm*pli*ance Anarnkam'plajans/ noun [noncount] 
chiefly US, formal : the condition of not having or doing 
something that is officially required ■ The town has increased 
the fine for noncompliance (with the law) to $100. ■ When the 


law goes into effect next month, every school found to be in 
noncompliance will be fined $1,000 per day. 

— non-com-pli-ant Anccnkam'plajant/ adj [more most 
~] ■ a noncompliant prisoner/patient ■ noncompliant soft¬ 
ware ■ Schools that are noncompliant will be fined. 

non«COn*form-ist Anainksn'foarmist/ noun, pi -ists 
[count]: a person who does not behave the way most people 
behave : someone who does not conform ■ He was a noncon¬ 
formist in college but now wears a three-piece suit to work 
every day. ■ They were stubborn nonconformists who chose 
to be arrested instead of obeying the laws. — opposite con¬ 
formist 

— nonconformist adj ■ nonconformist behavior ■ noncon¬ 
formist [=unorthodox ] views 

non-con-for-mi-ty /,na:nk3n , foa i m3ti/ noun [noncount] 
: failure or refusal to behave the way most people behave 
: failure or refusal to conform ■ As a teenager, he was embar¬ 
rassed by his parents’ nonconformity. 
non*COn-fron*ta-tion-al /nan 1 ka:nfran , teij'3nl/ adj : not 
likely to make people angry or upset ■ She wanted to talk to 
them about their behavior in a nonconfrontational way. 
: tending to avoid arguments and conflict with other people ■ 
He has a mild, nonconfrontational nature, 
non-con-sen-su-al Anccnkan'senjawal/ adj : not agreed 
to by one or more of the people involved ■ nonconsensual sex 
non*COn*trib*U*tO*ry Anamkan'tribjaitori, Brit ,nonkan- 
'tnbjatri/ adj : paid for completely by an employer : not re¬ 
quiring payments from the workers • The company offered 
both a contributory and a noncontributory plan for workers’ 
pensions. 

non*COn»trO*ver-sial /nan.kcuntra'va'Jal/ adj : not caus¬ 
ing a lot of discussion, disagreement, or argument: not like¬ 
ly to cause controversy ■ a relatively noncontroversial issue 
non*CO-Op*er-a-tion /,na:nkou,a:p3 , reiJ'3n/ noun [non¬ 
count] : failure or refusal to do what someone has told or 
asked you to do : lack of cooperation ■ They adopted a strat¬ 
egy of noncooperation until they were treated fairly, 
non-count noun /'nccn'kaunt -I noun,pi ~ nouns [count] 
grammar : a noun (such as “sand” or “butter”) that refers to 
something that cannot be counted *5* Noncount nouns do 
not have a plural form and are not used with the indefinite 
articles a and an. — called also mass noun', compare COUNT 
NOUN 

non-cred-it /'nccn'kredat/ adj, always used before a noun, 
US : not able to be counted as one of the courses that you 
must take to get a degree from a college or university : not 
taken for credit (sense 7b) ■ a noncredit course/class 
non-cus-to-di-al Ancunka'stoudijsl/ adj, always used be¬ 
fore a noun, law 

1 : not living with your child or having the responsibility of 
caring for your child after a divorce, legal separation, etc. 
: not having custody ■ a noncustodial parent 

2 non-custodial Brit : involving punishment that does not 
require a criminal to spend time in prison ■ The judge favors 
non-custodial sentences/punishments for most first offenses. 

non-dairy /nan'deri/ adj : not containing or made with 
milk ■ nondairy whipped topping • nondairy creamer 
non-de-nom-i-na-tion-al Ancund^nccma'neijanl/ adj 
: made for or used by people who belong to different reli¬ 
gious groups : not restricted to a single denomination ■ a 
nondenominational church/congregation/service 
non-de-SCript Anccndi'skript/ adj [more most ~] : not 
easily described : having no special or interesting qualities, 
parts, etc. : typical and uninteresting ■ I work in one of the 
nondescript office buildings downtown. ■ Their performance 
was disappointingly nondescript. 

1 none /'nAn/ pronoun : not any of a group of people or things 
: no amount or part of something ■ None of this was neces¬ 
sary. ■ Why are all the guests standing in the kitchen and 
none sitting in the living room? ■ Half a piece is better than 
none. • The frozen yogurt tastes like ice cream but has none 
of the fat (that ice cream has). ■ Though the languages are re¬ 
lated they share almost/virtually none of the same vocabu¬ 
lary. ■ None of it is finished yet. ■ “Can I have some soup?” 
“I’m afraid there’s none left.” [=there is no more soup; no 
soup remains] • None of the birds was/were singing. ■ Of all 
the competitions, none is/are more important than this one. 
= Of all the competitions, there is/are none as important as 
this one. ■ To cut back on cholesterol my doctor said I should 
eat less meat or none at all. ■ “You have no doubts?” “ None 
whatsoever." ■ This is none of your affair/business. [=you 
should not interfere in this situation; it is not proper for you 
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none • nonpartisan 


to say, do, or ask anything about this] 

have none of: to refuse to accept, allow, or be influenced 
by (a particular behavior) : to not allow someone to do 
(something) ■ I will have none of that kind of talk in my 
house. ■ The group petitioned to have the votes counted 
again, but the government would have none of that. ■ They 
begged their mother to take them out for ice cream, but 
she was having none of it. 

none but somewhat formal: no person or kind of person ex¬ 
cept : only ■ a sport for none but the most brave ■ It was a 
request that none but the most coldhearted (person) could 
refuse. 

none other than — used to show that you are surprised or 
impressed by the person or thing you are about to mention 
■ It turns out I was sitting next to none other than the 
founder of the magazine. ■ None other than my favorite ac¬ 
tor was cast in the lead role. 
none the less : nonetheless 

second to none : better than all others of the same kind ■ 
His cakes are second to none. [=the cakes he makes are bet¬ 
ter than all other cakes] ■ The city’s public transportation 
system is second to none. 

2 none adv 

none the — used in phrases with adjectives like worse, bet¬ 
ter, etc., to say that someone or something is not any 
worse, better, etc., than before; often +■ for ■ We had to 
change our plans, but we were none the worse for it in the 
end. • She’s been traveling constantly for the past several 
weeks, but she seems to be none the worse for wear. ■ The 
restaurant replaced the lobster with crab and the custom¬ 
ers were none the wiser. [=customers who ate the crab did 
not know that it was not lobster; customers thought they 
were eating lobster] 

none too : not at all ■ He was none too happy [=not happy at 
all] about the situation. ■ She was none too pleased. ■ The 
firefighters reached the burning house none too soon. 
l=they reached it just in time to prevent something bad 
from happening] 

non*en*ti*ty /nan'entdti/ noun, pi -ties [count] : a person 
who is not famous or important ■ She quickly went from be¬ 
ing a nonentity [-nobody] to being one of the most famous 
women in the country. 

1 non*es«sen*tial /,na:ni‘scnj3l/ adj : not completely neces¬ 
sary : not essential ■ All nonessential personnel had to be laid 
off. ■ Please avoid all nonessential uses of water. 
2 nonessential noun, pi -tials [count] : something that is not 
completely necessary : something that is not essential — 
usually plural ■ She puts aside money in her monthly budget 
for nonessentials like haircuts and vacations. 
none*the*less AnAn&a'les/ adv, somewhat formal: in spite 
of what has just been said : nevertheless ■ There’s no 
doubt the city is changing for the better. Nonetheless [= how¬ 
ever ], no one has been too surprised by the recent violence. ■ 
The hike was difficult, but fun nonetheless. [=the hike was 
fun even though it was difficult] 
non«event /'nain^vent/ noun, pi -events [count] informal 
: an event that is much less interesting or important than it 
was expected to be — usually singular ■ To their surprise, her 
resignation was a nonevent. ■ The town expected protests, but 
the smoking ban actually turned out to be a nonevent. 
non*ex*ec*U*tive {chiefly US ) or chiefly Brit non—ex-ec- 
u-tive /»na:nig'zekj3tiv/ adj, always used before a noun, busi¬ 
ness : allowed to give advice but not allowed to make impor¬ 
tant decisions ■ She will remain with the company as nonex¬ 
ecutive chairman after she retires. ■ nonexecutive director 
non-ex-is-tent Anainig'zistant/ adj : not present or real 
: not existing ■ Programs to protect endangered animals are 
virtually/practically/almost/essentially nonexistent in that 
country- “ These days the disease is rare or nonexistent in 
most places. ■ You are living in fear of a nonexistent threat. 

— non-ex-is-tence Ancr.nig'zistans/ noun [noncount] • a de¬ 
bate over the existence or nonexistence of God 
non*fat /'nain'fet/ adj : having no fat : with the fat re¬ 
moved ■ nonfat milk 

non-fa-tal /'ncun'feitl/ adj : not causing death ; not fatal ■ 
There has been an increase in the number of nonfatal shoot¬ 
ings in the city. 

non-fic-tion /'ncun'fikJon/woMrt [noncount] : writing that is 
about facts or real events : all writing that is not fiction ■ He 
reads a lot of nonfiction. — often used before another noun • 
nonfiction books/works ■ History books are in the library's 
nonfiction section. 


non-fi*nite /‘nain'fai.nait/ adi, grammar : not showing dif¬ 
ferences in tense, grammatical person, or number : not finite 
• “Be” in “I’m going to be a teacher when I grow up” is a non- 
finite verb. ■ “Standing” is one of the verb’s nonfinite forms. 
non*flam*ma*ble /‘nain'flzemabsl/ adj ' not burning or 
not burning easily : not easily set on fire • nonflammable fab¬ 
ric 

non*gov*ern*men«tal /nan^Ava-n’menti/ also non*gov- 
ern-merit Aian'gAvanmont/ adj, always used before a noun 
: not belonging to or controlled by a government ■ Many 
nongovernmental charities are run by religious groups. ■ We 
turned to an environmentalist nongovernmental organiza¬ 
tion [-NGO] for advice on responsible waste disposal, 
non-hiwnan Aian'hjuimon/ adj • not a man, woman, or 
child : not a human being ■ nonhuman primates/animals 

— compare inhuman, subhuman 
non-in-ter*ven*tion Anam^nta^'venjon/ noun [noncount] 

: refusal to become involved in another country’s business, 
problems, etc. ■ The country has adopted a policy of nonin¬ 
tervention. 

— non*in-ter*ven-tion-ist /,na:n,inta ,, venf3nist/ adj • a 
strict noninterventionist policy 

non-in-va-sive Anainm'veisiv/ adj, medical : done with¬ 
out cutting the body or putting something into the body ■ 
noninvasive techniques of measuring brain activity 
non-is-sue /'ncun'ij'u/ noun, pi -is-sues [count] : an issue 
that is not important : something that people are not con¬ 
cerned about — usually singular * She’s very good at her job. 
Her disability is a nonissue. ■ The fact that one of the candi¬ 
dates is an immigrant is a nonissue. [=people do not care that 
the candidate is an immigrant] 

non*judg-men*tal or chiefly Brit non-judge-men-tal 

Anain^Acfe'mentl/ adj [more most ~] : tending not to 
judge other people harshly or unfairly : not too critical of 
other people ■ A good friend is nonjudgmental. • nonjudg- 
mental people 

non-mem-ber / , na:n , m£mba‘/ noun, pi -bers [count] 
: someone who is not a member of a particular organization 
■ Entry to the museum costs $10 for nonmembers. 
non-na-tive /nan'neitiv/ adj ' not native: such as a of an 
animal or plant : living or growing in a place that is not the 
region where it naturally lives and grows ■ Irrigation allows 
non-native plants to grow in the desert. ■ Non-native species 
of insects are having devastating effects on local crops, b 
: not born or raised in the place where a particular language 
is spoken ■ The college has English classes for non-native 
speakers. [=people who are not native speakers of English] 

— non—native noun, pi -tives [count] ■ I was surprised at 
how well people in that country treated me, a non-native. • 
classes for non-natives 

non-ne-go-tia-ble Anainm'goujijsbsi/ adj 

1 : not allowed to be discussed and possibly changed ■ The 
school must meet several non-negotiable requirements to be 
eligible for the funding. ■ a non-negotiable contract ■ Her par¬ 
ents simply said, “You must finish high school. It’s non- 
negotiable." 

2 finance, of a check : able to be exchanged for money only 
by the person whose name is on it 

no—-no /'nou,nou/ noun, pi no—no’s or no—nos [count] in¬ 
formal 

1 : something that people are not supposed to do because it 
is not proper, safe, fashionable, etc. ■ Forgetting to introduce 
your guests to one another is a big no-no when hosting a par¬ 
ty. ■ Sharing prescription medication with other people is a 
definite no-no. ■ fashion no-no’s 

2 baseball : no-hitter 

no-nonsense adj [more most ~] : very serious about 
doing things in a direct and efficient way without any fool¬ 
ishness or nonsense ■ I want to wear something that will 
make me look like a no-nonsense professional. ■ a doctor 
who is very no-nonsense ■ a no-nonsense attitude 
1 non*pa*reil Anainpa'rel/ adj, formal : better than any other 
: having no equal ■ That bakery’s cakes are nonpareil, [-in¬ 
comparable, unparalleled] ■ He was the teacher nonpareil 
[=the best teacher] at his school. 

2 nonpareil noun, pi -reils 

1 [singular] formal : someone or something that is better 
than any other ■ Elvis was the nonpareil of early American 
rock and roll. 

2 [count] US : a candy that is a small, flat, round piece of 
chocolate covered with tiny balls made of sugar 

non-par-ti-san /'ncun'paa'tazan/ adj ■ not supporting one 


nonpayment • nonspecific 
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political party or group over another : not partisan • It’s a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan organization dedicated to preserving 
our national parks. 

non-pay-ment /'nar^peimant/ noun [ noncount ] formal 
: failure to pay money that you owe for rent, taxes, etc. — 
often + of ■ Their electricity was turned off for nonpayment 
o/bills. [=because they did not pay their electricity bills] 
non-per-ish-able /nan'penjabal/ adj : able to be stored 
for a long time before being eaten or used ■ nonperishaNe 
food items 

— nonperishable noun, pi -ables [count] — usually plural 
■ The students collected nonperishables to give to the poor. 

non-plussed also US non«plused /,na:n'plASt/ adj, not 
used before a noun [more most ~] formal : so surprised or 
confused by something that you do not know what to say, 
think, or do : perplexed • He was nonplussed by his daugh¬ 
ter’s confession that she had stolen the CD. ■ She looked 
slightly nonplussed at first but composed herself quickly. 
non*pO a lit*i*cal/,na:np3 l htik3l/a^r [more most ~]: not 
political : not influenced by or interested in political issues • 
The organization is nonpolitical. [~ apolitical] • a nonpolitical 
speech/magazine • nonpolitical motives/issues 
non.praotic-ing Anarn'prcektisirj/ adj, always used before 
a noun : not regularly doing the things that are associated 
with your religion, the profession you were trained in, etc. ■ a 
nonpracticing Catholic/lawyer 

non-pre»SCrip*tion /.nainpn'sknpj'an/ adj, always used 
before a noun : possible to buy without an official written or¬ 
der from a doctor : possible to buy without a prescription • a 
nonprescription [ =over-the-counter ] pain reliever 
non-prof-it /'nain'praifat/ adj : not existing or done for the 
purpose of making a profit ■ a nonprofit group/agency that 
provides care to recovering drug addicts ■ Schools don’t pay 
sales tax on supplies because they have nonprofit status. A 
nonprofit organization uses whatever money it earns or rais¬ 
es to run the organization and to do the work of the organi¬ 
zation. Nonprofit organizations usually do work that helps 
people or supports something valued by many people in a so¬ 
ciety (such as art or education). 

— nonprofit noun, pi -its [count] • She works for a local 
nonprofit that provides care to recovering drug addicts. 

non-profit-making adj, Brit : NONPROFIT • a non-profit- 
making organization 

non*pro-llf*er-a-tion /.nampra.lifa'reij'an/ noun [non¬ 
count] : the act of stopping the production of nuclear and 
chemical weapons or of limiting the number of nuclear and 
chemical weapons in the world • a conference to discuss nu¬ 
clear nonproliferation • a nonproliferation treaty 
non-re*fund*able Ancr.nn'fAjidabal/ adj 

1 of something you buy : not allowed to be returned in ex¬ 
change for the money you paid • The tickets are nonrefund- 
able unless the show is canceled. 

2 of a payment : not to be returned • A nonrefundable depos¬ 
it [=a deposit of money that will not be returned to you] is re¬ 
quired when you place an order. 

non-re-new-able Anamn'nuiwabal/ adj 

1 : not able to grow again or be made again : not able to be 
replaced by nature ■ Scientists are looking for new sources of 
fuel to replace our dependence on nonrenewable resources 
such as oil. 

2 : not continued or repeated after a period of time has end¬ 
ed • a nonrenewable contract/lease • a nonrenewable college 
scholarship 

non-res-i-dent /'narn'rezadant/ noun, pi -dents [count] 

1 : a person who does not live in a particular town, city, 
state, or country : a person who is not a resident ■ Nonresi¬ 
dents need to fill out special paperwork to get a library card. 
■ This parking lot is closed to nonresidents. 

2 non-resident Brit : a person who is not staying in a partic¬ 
ular hotel ■ The hotel dining room is open to non-residents 
for dinner. 

— nonresident adj • For her U.S. income taxes, she is con¬ 
sidered a nonresident alien. [=a person who is bom in an¬ 
other country and is not considered a permanent resident 
of the U.S.] 

non-res-i-den-tial /nan,rez3 , denj'al/ adj 

1 : not made for people to live in • The company installs se¬ 
curity systems in nonresidential buildings. ■ The bottom floor 
of the building is for nonresidential use and the top two 
floors have apartments. 

2 non-residentiel Brit, of an activity, class, etc. : not includ¬ 
ing or providing a place for people to live " a non-residential 


course - non-residential summer school 
non-re-Stric-tive /,na:nn'stnktiv/ adj 

1 : not limiting or controlling something ■ It’s a nonrestrictive 
diet that stresses eating smaller portions rather than not eat¬ 
ing certain foods. • You’ll be moving around a lot, so wear 
nonrestrictive clothing. [=clothes that do not make it diffi¬ 
cult to move freely] 

2 grammar, of a word or group of words : describing or giving 
more information about a person or thing but not needed to 
understand which person or thing is meant - In the sentence 
“My brother, who works at a restaurant, just got his first 
car,” “who works at a restaurant” is a nonrestrictive clause. 
— compare restrictive 

non-re-turn-able /.namn'ta-nabal/ adj 

1 : not allowed to be returned to a store for money or some¬ 
thing of similar value ■ Clothing bought during the sale is 
nonretumable. [=you cannot bring it back to the store in ex¬ 
change for the money you paid for it] • nonretumable bot¬ 
tles/cans 

2 : not to be returned ■ a nonretumable [-nonrejundable] de¬ 
posit 

non-SCi-en-tif-ic /nanjSajanHifik/ adj 

1 : not based on scientific methods or principles ■ a nonsci- 
entific [^unscientific ] survey /poll/study 

2 : not trained in science ■ A nonscienfific reader may be un¬ 
familiar with some of the terms in the article. 

non-sense / l na:n,sens/ noun [noncount ] 

1 : words or ideas that are foolislr or untrue • I don’t know 
why you believe that nonsense about certain numbers being 
unlucky. • The stories she told about him are sheer/utter/ 
complete/absolute nonsense. [=the stories are completely 
false] ■ He says he was attacked by a frog? Nonsense. [=1 do 
not believe that he was attacked by a frog] • She thinks that 
astrology is nonsense. ■ The rumors are a lot of nonsense. 
[=they are not true] ■ Don’t listen to him. He’s talking non¬ 
sense. 

2 : behavior that is silly, annoying, or unkind ■ He was not in 
the mood to put up with any nonsense from his little brother. 
■ If they start pushing each other or some such nonsense, 
send them to their rooms. ■ She doesn’t take any nonsense 
from anyone. — see also no-nonsense 

3 : language that has no meaning ■ Many of the words in the 
poem are nonsense. ■ I understood so few of the words they 
were using that the conversation sounded like nonsense to 
me. — often used before another noun ■ When he didn’t 
know the words, he sang along using nonsense syllables. ■ 
Her stories are full of nonsense words that kids have fun try¬ 
ing to say. • nonsense verse/poems/rhyme [=silly poetry that 
often uses words that are not real words! 

make (a) nonsense of Brit : to cause (something) to no 
longer be effective : to take away the value or usefulness 
of (something) ■ The lack of guards makes a nonsense of 
the security checkpoint. 

non-sen-Si-cal Ana.n'sensikal/ adj : very foolish or silly ■ 
a nonsensical argument • It would be nonsensical to accept 
the lower paying job. 

non se-qui-tur /'nain'sekwaW noun, pi ~ -turs [count] 
: a statement that is not connected in a logical or clear way 
to anything said before it ■ We were talking about the new 
restaurant when she threw in some non sequitur about her 
dog. <r Non sequitur is a Latin phrase that literally means “it 
does not follow.” 

non-sex-ist /nan'seksist/ adj : not sexist : treating men 
and women equally and fairly ■ nonsexist language 
non-skid /'nain'skid/ adj : made to prevent slipping or skid¬ 
ding : not allowing something to slide ■ shoes with nonskid 
soles ■ a nonskid surface 

non-slip /'nain'slip/ adj : made to prevent slipping : not al¬ 
lowing something to slide • shoes with nonslip soles ■ a non¬ 
slip handle 

non-smok-er Anam'smouka 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a per¬ 
son who does not smoke 
non-smok-ing /nan'smoukii)/ adj 

1 — used to describe a place where people are not allowed 
to smoke ■ Let’s sit in the restaurant’s nonsmoking section. ■ 
The bar is nonsmoking. [=people are not allowed to smoke in 
the bar] 

2 always used before a noun, of a person : not having the hab¬ 
it of smoking • I’m looking for a nonsmoking roommate. [=a 
roommate who does not smoke] 

non-Spe-Cif*iC /,na:nspi'sifik/ adj 
1 medical : not clearly having one specific cause ■ nonspecif- 
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nonstandard • nor 


ic pain/inflammation ■ a patient complaining of nonspecific 
symptoms 

2 : not clearly understood or described : lacking specific de¬ 
tails ■ a nonspecific [=general\ threat ■ What little information 
we have is nonspecific. 
non*Stan*dard Anam'staenda'd/ adj 

1 : not accepted or used by most of the educated speakers 
and writers of a language ■ nonstandard dialects ■ a nonstan¬ 
dard word 

2 : not the usual size or kind ■ He works nonstandard hours 
so that he can pick his kids up from school. • a nonstandard¬ 
sized bottle/card ■ nonstandard fuels — opposite stan¬ 
dard; compare substandard 

non-Start*er Anain'staMa-/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 informal : someone or something that will not be effective 
or successful — usually singular ■ Tax reform appears to be a 
nonstarter this year. ■ As a candidate, he’s a nonstarter. [=he 
has no chance to succeed as a candidate] ■ She acknowledges 
that the proposal may be a political nonstarter. 

2 US, sports : a player who is not chosen to play at the begin¬ 
ning of games : a player who is not one of the starters on a 
team ■ She’s the leading scorer among the team’s nonstarters. 

non-stick /'nam'stik/ adj : allowing easy removal of 
cooked food 'There is anonstickcoatingon the pan. ■ a non¬ 
stick skillet/spray 
non-Stop / l na:n'sta:p/ adj 

1 : done or made without stopping ■ a nonstop [=direct] flight 
■ The airline has nonstop service between Boston and Seattle. 
[=it has planes that regularly fly between Boston and Seattle 
without stopping] 

2 : not stopping ■ The festival is five days of nonstop [= con¬ 
tinuous | music. ■ The action in the movie is nonstop. [=very 
exciting things happen throughout the movie] 

— nonstop adv ■ The plane is capable of flying nonstop be¬ 
tween New York and Beijing. ■ They danced nonstop until 
the club closed. ■ The baby cried nonstop [= continuously ] 
for hours. • She drove 15 hours nonstop. 

non-tax-able /nan'taeksabal/ adj : not taxed ■ nontaxable 
income 

non-threat-en-ing /nan'Gretmi}/ adj : not likely to cause 
someone to be afraid or worried : not threatening ■ It’s best 
to approach the dog in a calm, nonthreatening way. 
non-tOX-iC /nan'ta:ksik/ adj : not poisonous ■ The school 
uses only nontoxic paint. ■ The chemicals are relatively non¬ 
toxic but should be kept away from children and animals, 
non-tra-di-tion-al Ancr.ntra'dijanl/ adj : different from 
what is typical or usual ■ He has a very nontraditional ap¬ 
proach to teaching. ■ The college encourages nontraditional 
students [=students who are older than the typical age of 
college students] to apply. ■ children growing up in non tradi¬ 
tional families [=families that are not made up of one moth¬ 
er, one father, and a child or children] 
non—trans-fer-able ^naintrsens'farabal/ adj : not able to 
be given to or used by another person ■ The plane tickets are 
nonrefundable and non-transferable. 
non-union /'nain'jurnjan/ adj 

1 : not belonging to a labor union ■ nonunion employees/ 
workers ■ They are cutting costs by using nonunion labor. 

2 : not accepting labor unions ■ nonunion employers : not 
having employees who are members of a labor union ■ It’s a 
nonunion construction firm. 

non—union-ized also Brit non—union-ised /nan'jumjs- 
,naizd/ adj : nonunion ■ non-unionized employees • a non- 
unionized company 
non-ver-bal /'nain'va'bal/ adj 

1 : not involving or using words ■ Facial expressions are very 
important for nonverbal communication. 

2 : not able to speak • a nonverbal child 

— non-ver-bal-ly adv ■ People communicate a lot of infor¬ 
mation nonverbally. 

non-vi-o-lence /'nain'vajalans/ noun [noncount] : the 
practice of refusing to respond to anything (such as unfair or 
violent acts by a government) with violence ■ The group pro¬ 
motes nonviolence. ■ Demonstration organizers are urging 
nonviolence. 

non-vi-o-lent /'ncun'vajalant/ adj : not using or involving 
violence ■ He argued that nonviolent drug offenders should 
receive shorter sentences. ■ a nonviolent [-peaceful] protest 
against the war 

— non-vi-o-lent-ly adv ■ The group marched nonviolently to 
the courthouse to protest the decision. 

non—West-em /'nain'westrwi/ adj, always used before a 


noun : of or relating to the part of the world that does not in¬ 
clude the countries of western Europe and North America ■ 
non-Westem countries ■ the non-Westem world ■ non-Westem 
art/culture 

non-White /'na.n'wait/ noun, pi -whites [count] : a person 
who is not a member of the white race : a person who does 
not have the light-colored skin of people whose ancestors 
were European ■ The program is even less popular among 
nonwhites. 

— nonwhite adj ■ The city just elected its first nonwhite 
mayor. - About half the students are nonwhite. 

1 noodle /'nu:dl/ noun, pi noo-dles [count] : a thin strip of 
dough that is made from flour, water, and eggs and that is 
cooked in boiling liquid ■ Chinese/egg noodles ■ chicken noo¬ 
dle soup [=soup made with chicken and noodles] 

2 noodle verb noodles; noo-dled; noo-dllng [no obj] us, 
informal 

1 : to play a musical instrument in an informal way without 
playing a particular piece of music ■ He was just noodling 
around on the guitar. 

2 : to think about something in a way that is not very serious 

■ It’s a thought I’ve been noodling around with for some 
time. 

noog-ie /'nugi/ noun, pi -ies [count] US, informal : the act 
of rubbing your knuckles on a person’s head to cause annoy¬ 
ance or slight pain ■ The boys gave each other noogies. 
nook /'nuk/ noun, pi nooks [count] 

1 : a small space or comer that is inside something ■ an old 
house full of nooks and crannies 

2 : a part of a room (such as a comer) that is used for a spe¬ 
cific purpose ■ a breakfast nook • a cozy nook perfect for 
reading 

3 literary : a quiet place that is sheltered by a tree, rock, etc. 

■ We found a shady nook under an old oak tree. 

every nook and cranny : every part or place ■ We searched 
every nook and cranny. [=we searched everywhere] ■ He 
knows every nook and cranny of that engine, 
nooky or qook-ie /'nuki/ noun [noncount] slang : the act of 
having sex ■ guys looking for a little nookie 
noon /'rnr.n/ noun [noncount] : the middle of the day : 12 
o’clock in the daytime ■ Meet me at/around noon. ■ half past 
noon • The party will take place from noon to 4 p.m. ■ He 
showed up at precisely 12 noon. — often used before anoth¬ 
er noun ■ the noon meal/hour ■ the hot noon sun — see also 
HIGH NOON 

morning, noon, and night see morning 
noon-day /'nu:n,dei/ noun [noncount] literary : the middle 
of the day : midday — usually used before another noun ■ 
the heat of the noonday sun 

no one pronoun : no person : nobody ■ We called, but no 
one answered. ■ No one has ever done this before. ■ There’s 
no one else here. ■ No one knows her better than I do. ■ The 
news came as a surprise to no one. [=nobody was surprised 
by the news] 

noon-time /'nu:n,taim/ noun [noncount] : noon • The traf¬ 
fic gets heavy around/at noontime. — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ the noontime meal/sun 
noose /'nu:s/ noun, pi noos-es [count] : a large loop at the 
end of a rope that gets smaller when you pull the rope and 
that is used to hang people, to capture animals, etc. ■ the 
hangman’s noose 

tighten the noose : to make a situation more difficult for 
someone ■ The new tougher penalties will tighten the noose 
on traffic offenders. ■ They tightened the noose around the 
enemy by cutting the supply lines, 
nope /'noop/ adv, informal : 'NO ■ "Have you finished the 
book yet?” "Nope.” — compare yep 
nor /'noa 1 / conj 

1 — used after neither to show something is also not true, 
possible, allowed, etc. ■ It’s neither good nor bad. ■ I neither 
know nor care what they think. • Neither you nor I nor any¬ 
one else will tell him. ■ His problems are neither my business 
nor yours. When neither and nor are used to join two sub¬ 
jects, the verb should agree with the subject that is closer to 
it. ■ Neither my mother nor I am going there today. — see 
also neither here nor there at 'here 

2 — used after a negative statement to introduce a related 
negative word or statement 1 She’s not the best student in her 
class, (but) nor is she the worst. ■ He didn’t quit his job, nor 
was he fired. ■ He is not going to the meeting (and) nor am I. 

■ ( formal ) “I don’t know her.” “Nor do I.” [=neither do I; I 
don’t know her either] 
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Nor>diC /‘no.'rdik/ adj : of or relating to Sweden, Norway, 
Denmark, and sometimes Finland and Iceland, or to the peo¬ 
ple who live there ■ the Nordic countries ■ Nordic languages ■ 
She looks very Nordic. [=she has the skin, hair, and eye color 
of a person who lives in Scandinavia] 
nor’easter variant spelling of NORTHEASTER 2 
norm /■noaro/ noun, pi norms 

1 norms \plural\ : standards of proper or acceptable behav¬ 
ior ■ social/cultural norms 

2 the norm : an average level of development or achieve¬ 
ment ■ She scored well above/below the norm in math. 

3 the norm : something (such as a behavior or way of doing 
something) that is usual or expected ■ Smaller families have 
become the norm. ■ Women used to stay at home to take care 
of the children, but that’s no longer the norm. 

1 nonmal /'normal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : usual or ordinary : not strange ■ a normal day ■ He had a 
normal childhood. ■ These little setbacks are a normal part of 
life. ■ Our normal [ =regular ] business hours are from nine to 
five. ■ a potato twice as big as normal size ■ Despite her ill¬ 
ness, she was able to lead a normal life. ■ Under/In normal cir¬ 
cumstances [-normally, usually], this wouldn’t be a problem. 

2 : mentally and physically healthy ■ They had a normal, 
healthy baby. ■ Normal people don’t react that way. ■ It’s 
(perfectly) normal to feel that way. ■ After being very ill, he is 
finally back to his normal self. [=he is feeling better] 

— nor-mal-ly adv ■ The drug is normally used for depres¬ 
sion. ■ Rainfall amounts are higher than would normally be 
expected. ■ Normally, I would say no, but this time I’ll 
make an exception. ■ The dog is not behaving normally. 

2 normal noun [ noncount ] : the usual or expected state, level, 
amount, etc. ■ Your blood pressure is higher than normal. • 
Let’s hope everything returns to normal soon. ■ I’m glad that 
things are back to normal. • Oil prices are above/below nor¬ 
mal. 

nor-mal-cy /'noamslsi/ noun [noncount] chiefly US : a nor¬ 
mal condition or situation : normality ■ Let’s hope for an 
end to the war and a return to normalcy. 
nor-maM'ty /noa^'maelati/ noun [noncount] : a condition or 
situation in which things happen in the normal or expected 
way ■ I’m trying to maintain a sense/semblance of normality. 
nor-mal-ize also Brit nor-mal-ise /'noamajlaiz/ verb -iz- 
es; -ized; -iz-ing foimal : to bring (someone or something) 
back to a usual or expected state or condition [+ obj] The 
drug normalizes heart/liver function. ■ The talks are aimed at 
normalizing relations between the countries, [no obj] It took 
years for the political situation in the country to normalize. 

— nor-mal-i-za-tlon also Brit nor-mal-i-sa-tion /.noa-ms- 
la'zeijan, Brit .naimajai'zeifan/ noun [noncount] 

Nor-man /'noa-msn/ noun, pi -mans [count] 

1 : one of the people from northern Europe and France who 
conquered England in 1066 

2 : a person bom, raised, or living in Normandy 

— Norman adj, always used before a noun ■ the Norman con¬ 
quest [=the time when Normans conquered England in 
1066] ■ Norman architecture 

nonma-tive /■noa-mativ/ adj, formal : based on what is 
considered to be the usual or correct way of doing some¬ 
thing ■ normative rules of ethics ■ normative tests/grammar 
Norse /'noas/ noun 

1 [noncount] : the language of ancient Norway, Sweden, 
Denmark, and Iceland 

2 the Norse : the people of ancient Norway, Sweden, Den¬ 
mark, or Iceland ■ Ihe Norse arrived in the ninth century. 

— Norse adj, always used before a noun ■ Norse mythology ■ 
the Norse sagas 

1 north /'noa-fl/ noun 

1 [noncount] : the direction that is to your left when you are 
facing the rising sun : the direction that is the opposite of 
south ■ The nearest town is 20 miles to the north (of here). ■ 
The wind is coming from the north. ■ Which way is northl 

— see also magnetic north, true north 

2 the north or the North : regions or countries north of a 
certain point ■ The birds migrate from the North.', especially 
: the northern part of the U.S. ■ Parts of the North were hit 
hard by the storm. ■ I grew up in the North. • The American 
Civil War was between the North and the South. 

2 north adj 

1 : located in or toward the north ■ the north entrance/coast 
■ North America 

2 : coming from the north • a north wind 

3 north adv : to or toward the north ■ Turn north onto Elm 


Street. ■ It’s a few miles north of here. ■ The bird is found as 
far north as Canada. 

up north informal : in or to the northern part of a country 
or region • She spent a few years up north. ■ We’ll be head¬ 
ing up north for the summer. — compare down south at 
3 south 

north-bound /■noa’fybaund/ adj ' going or heading north ■ 
a northbound train ■ The northbound lanes are closed. 

1 north-east /no^G'kst/ noun 

1 [noncount] : the direction between north and east 

2 the northeast or the Northeast : the northeastern part of 
a country or region • A mountain range is in the northeast of 
the country.; especially : the northeastern part of the U.S. ■ 
Parts of the Northeast were hit hard by the storm. ■ I grew up 
in the Northeast. 

2 northeast adj 

1 : located in or toward the northeast ■ northeast India ■ My 
office is in the northeast comer of the building. 

2 : coming from the northeast ■ a northeast wind 
3 northeast adv : to or toward the northeast ■ It’s a few miles 

northeast of here. ■ We left the city and headed northeast. 
north-east-er /no^O'iistay noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a strong wind that blows from the northeast 

2 or nor’»east»er /no&'v.stad : a storm with winds that blow 
from the northeast 

north-east-er-ly /no^eMista-ii/ adj 

1 : located in or moving toward the northeast ■ They sailed 
in a northeasterly direction. 

2 : blowing from the northeast ■ northeasterly winds 

north-east-ern /no^ 0 'i:st^n/ adj 

1 : located in or toward the northeast ■ the northeastern cor¬ 
ner of the state 

2 : of or relating to the northeast ■ a northeastern bird 
north-east-ern-er or North-east-ern-er /no^eMista-na-/ 

noun, pi -ers [count] : a person bom, raised, or living in the 
northeast; especially : a person bom, raised, or living in the 
northeastern U.S. 

north-east-ward /noaG'i:stwad/ also chiefly Brit north¬ 
east-wards /noa^iistwadz/ adv : toward the northeast ■ 
The storm is moving northeastward. 

— northeastward adj • The storm will follow a northeast¬ 
ward course. 

north-er-ly /'no^bafi/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : located in or moving toward the north ■ the more norther¬ 
ly latitudes ■ We sailed in a northerly direction. 

2 : blowing from the north ■ northerly winds 

— northerly adv ■ The storm is headed northerly. ■ We sailed 
northerly around the island. 

north-ern /'no&QaW adj 

1 [more most ~] : located in or toward the north ■ north¬ 
ern Europe ■ the northern part of the state 

2 : of or relating to the north ■ a northern species ■ northern 
winters/cities 

north-ern-er or Northerner AioaSana/ noun, pi -ers 
[count] : a person bom, raised, or living in the north; espe¬ 
cially : a person bom, raised, or living in the northern U.S. 

— compare southerner 

Northern Lights noun 

the Northern Lights : large areas of green, red, blue, or yel¬ 
low light that sometimes appear in the night sky in far 
northern regions — called also aurora borealis 
north-ern-most /'noa-ba^moust/ adj : furthest to the 
north ■ the northernmost tip of the island 
North Pole noun 

the North Pole : the most northern point on the surface of 
the earth 

North Star noun 

the North Star : a bright star that can be seen in the sky in 
northern parts of the world when you look directly toward 
the north — called also the Pole Star 
north-ward /'noa-Owa-d/ also chiefly Brit north-wards 
/'noaGwadzV adv : toward the north ■ The storm is moving 
northward. 

— northward adj ■ a northward advance/retreat 
1 north-west /noaG'wcst/ noun 

1 [noncount] : the direction between north and west 

2 the northwest or the Northwest : the northwestern part 
of a country or region ■ A mountain range is in the northwest 
of the country.; especially : the northwestern part of the U.S. 
■ We traveled throughout the Northwest. ■ the Pacific North - 
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west [=the northwestern part of the U.S. near the Pacific 
coast] 

2 northwest adj 

1 : located in the northwest ■ northwest China ■ the northwest 
comer of the building 

2 : blowing from the northwest * a northwest wind 
3 northwest adx : to or toward the northwest ■ It’s about 80 

miles northwest of here. ■ I headed northwest on Route 1. 
north-west-er-ly /noa0'westa4i/ adj 

1 : located in or moving toward the northwest ■ The storm is 
headed in a northwesterly direction. 

2 : blowing from the northwest ■ northwesterly winds 

— northwesterly adx ■ We sailed northwesterly. 
north-west-ern /noa'G'westen/ adj 

1 : in, toward, or from the northwest ■ the northwestern cor¬ 
ner of the state 

2 : of or relating to the northwest ■ a northwestern bird 
north-west-ern-er or North-west-ern-er /noa-G'we- 

stona 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a person bom, raised, or living 
in the northwest; especially : a person bom, raised, or living 
in the northwestern U.S. 

north-west-ward /noa'O'westwad/ also chiefly Brit north- 
west-wards /noaO'westwadz/ adx : toward the northwest ■ 
The storm is moving northwestward. 

— northwestward adj ■ The storm will follow a northwest¬ 
ward course. 

Nor-we-gian /noa-'wiicfcan/ noun, pi -gians 

1 [count] : a person bom, raised, or living in Norway 

2 [noncount] : the language of Norway 

— Norwegian adj ■ the Norwegian government ■ She lives in 
the U.S., but she’s Norwegian. 

nos plural of 3 NO 
nos. abbr numbers 
1 nose /'nouz/ noun, pi nos-es 

1 [count] : the part of the face or head through which a per¬ 
son or animal smells and breathes * The ball hit me right on/ 
in the nose. ■ You need to wipe/blow your nose. • Stop pick¬ 
ing your nose. * I have a runny/stuffy nose. • the long nose of 
the anteater ■ He got some water up his nose. ■ She wrinkled 
her nose in disgust. — see picture at face 

2 [singular] : the ability to smell things : the sense of smell ■ 
That dog has a good nose. — often used figuratively * He is a 
good reporter with a nose for news. [=he’s a reporter who is 
good at finding news] ■ a baseball scout with a nose for talent 
[=a scout who is good at finding new talent] 

3 : the front end or part of something [count] — usually sin¬ 
gular ■ the nose of an airplane [noncount] The whale mea¬ 
sures 40 feet from nose to tail. ■ (Brit) The cars were nose to 
tail [=(US) bumper-to-bumper] on the highway today. — see 
picture at airplane 

4 [singular] of wine : a particular smell ■ The wine has a love¬ 
ly nose, [-bouquet] 

as plain as the nose on your face informal : very clear or 
obvious ■ The solution is as plain as the nose on your face, 
by a nose If an animal wins a race by a nose , it wins by a 
very short distance. ■ Secretariat won the race by a nosel 
cut off your nose to spite your face : to do something that 
is meant to harm someone else but that also harms you ■ 
You can refuse to talk to her if you like, but you're just cut¬ 
ting off your nose to spite your face, 
follow your nose see follow 

get up someone’s nose Brit, informal : to annoy or irritate 
(someone) ■ His jokes are really beginning to get up my 
nose. [=(US) get on my nerxes] 

have your nose in If you haxe your nose in a book, mag¬ 
azine, newspaper, etc., you are reading it. ■ It seems like 
she always has her nose in a book [=she’s always reading a 
book] whenever 1 see her. 

hold your nose : to hold your nostrils together so that you 
cannot smell something ■ The smell was so bad that we had 
to hold our noses. 

keep your nose clean : to stay out of trouble by behaving 
well ■ He is a former criminal who has kept his nose clean 
since he got out of prison. 

keep your nose out of ; to avoid becoming involved in 
(someone else’s situation, problem, etc.) • It’s not your 
problem, so keep your nose out of it. 
lead someone (around) by the nose informal : to com¬ 
pletely control a person - I’m amazed that he lets them lead 
him around by the nose like that. 
look down your nose at see ‘look 

nose in the air ■❖■If you have your nose in the air, you be¬ 


have in a way that shows you think you are better than 
other people. ■ She walks around with her nose in the air 
like she’s some big shot. 
nose to the grindstone see grindstone 
no skin off my nose see ‘skin 

on the nose informal : very accurate : done very accurately 
• You hit it on the nose. [=you are exactly right] ■ Her pre¬ 
diction was right on the nose. 

pay through the nose informal : to pay a very high price • I 
found the perfect dress, but I paid through the nose for it. 
powder your nose see ‘powder 
rub someone’s nose in see ‘rub 

stick/poke your nose in/into : to get involved in or want 
information about (something that does not concern you) 
■ He’s always poking his nose into other people’s business. 
thumb your nose at see ‘thumb 

turn up your nose or turn your nose up : to refuse to take 
or accept something because it is not good enough ■ I of¬ 
fered the cat some food, but it turned up its nose and 
walked away. — usually + at • They turned up their nose at 
our offer. [=they rejected our offer] 
under your nose — used to describe something that you 
fail to see or notice even though you should ■ I don’t know 
why you couldn’t find it—it’s right here under your nose. ■ 
They were embezzling funds right under his nose. • The 
answer was right under our noses [=the answer was very ob¬ 
vious] the whole time. 

2 nose xerb noses; nosed; nos-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to push or move (something) with the nose ■ The 
horse nosed my hand. ■ Some animal must have nosed the lid 
off the garbage can. • The dog nosed the door open. 

2 always followed by an adxerb or preposition [no obj ] of an 
animal \ to search for or find something by smelling ■ The 
dogs were nosing around in the garbage. 

3 always followed by an adxerb or preposition : to move for¬ 
ward slowly or carefully [no obj] The boat nosed around the 
bend. [+ obj] I nosed my car into the parking space. ■ The car 
nosed its way into the street. 

nose around also Brit nose about [phrasal xerb] nose 
around/about or nose around/about (something) : to 
search for something (such as private or hidden informa¬ 
tion) in usually a quiet or secret way • She caught him nos¬ 
ing around in her papers/office. ■ The polic e. nosed around 
the property for a while, but they didn’t find anything. 
nose out [phrasal xerb] nose (someone or something) out or 
nose out (someone or something) 1 : to defeat (someone 
or something) by a small amount in a race or other compe¬ 
tition ■ My horse was/got nosed out at the finish line. ■ The 
home team barely nosed out the visitors. 2 : to find (in¬ 
formation) by careful searching ■ The detective nosed out 
some interesting information on the suspect. 

nose bag noun, pi ~ bags [count] Brit: feedbag 
1 nose-bleed /'nouz,bli:d/ noun, pi -bleeds [count] : a con¬ 
dition in which you are bleeding from your nose ■ I had/got a 
nosebleed. • She often suffers from nosebleeds. 

2 nosebleed adj, always used before a noun, US, informal 
: very high ■ We had seats in the nosebleed section of the sta¬ 
dium. 

nose cone noun, pi ~ cones [count] : the pointed front 
end of an aircraft, rocket, missile, etc. 

nosed /'nouzd/ adj : having a nose of a specified kind — 
used in combination with another adjective ■ a long -nosed 
rodent ■ a snub -nosed little girl — see also hard-nosed 

nose-dive /'nouz,daiv/ noun, pi -dives [count] 

1 : a sudden sharp drop made by an aiiplane with its front 
end pointing toward the ground ■ The plane went into a 
nosedive. 

2 : a sudden sharp drop in price, value, condition, etc. ■ The 
stock market took a nosedixe. 

nose-dive /'nouz,daiv/ xerb -dives; -dived; -div-ing [no 

obj] 

1 somewhat informal : to drop suddenly or sharply ■ As de¬ 
mand fell, prices nosedixed. 

2 of an aircraft : to drop suddenly with the front end point¬ 
ing toward the ground 

nose-gay /'nouz,gei/ noun, pi -gays [count] old-fashioned 
: a small bouquet of flowers 

nose-guard /'nouz^aad/ noun, pi -guards [count] Ameri¬ 
can football : a defensive player who plays in a position that 
is directly opposite the offensive center — called also nose 
tackle 

nose job noun, pi ~ jobs [count] informal : a medical oper- 


nose ring • note 


1102 


ation on your nose to improve its appearance ■ an actor who 
has had a nose job 

nose ring noun, pi ~ rings [count] 

1 : a piece of jewelry worn in your nose • She had a nose ring. 

2 : a ring put through an animal’s nose to control it 
nose tackle noun, pi ~ tackles [count] American football 

: NOSEGUARD 

nosey variant spelling of NOSY 

1 nosh /'na:// verb nosh-es; noshed; nosh-lng [no obj ] in¬ 
formal : to eat food — usually + on • We noshed on chips. 
2 nosh noun, pi nosh-es informal 

1 [count] US : a light meal : snack ■ I’ll just have a quick 
nosh before we go. 

2 Brit a [noncount] : food ■ have some nosh b [count] : a 
serving of food : meal • have a nosh 

no—Show /'noujou/ noun, pi -shows [count] : someone 
who is expected to be somewhere but does not arrive or ap¬ 
pear • There were a lot of no-shows at the game. ■ My sister 
made it to the party, but my brother was a no-show. 
nosh—Up /'na:J,Ap/ noun.pl -ups [count] Brit, informal : a 
very large meal 

no—smoking adj — used to describe a place where people 
are not allowed to smoke ■ This is a no-smoking [=(more 
commonly) nonsmoking] section. 
nos-tal«gia /na'staelcfea/ noun [noncount] : pleasure and 
sadness that is caused by remembering something from the 
past and wishing that you could experience it again ■ A wave 
of nostalgia swept over me when I saw my childhood home. • 
He was filled with nostalgia for his college days. 

— nos>tal*gic /na'staelcfeik/ adj [more most ~] ■ nostalgic 
memories ■ Seeing pictures of my old friends made me feel 
very nostalgic. ■ They remained nostalgic about the good 
old days. — nos*tal*gl*cal*ly /na'stzelcfeikli/ adv ■ She 
spoke nostalgically about her childhood on the farm. 

nos-tril /'naistral/ noun, pi -trlls [count] : one of the two 
openings of the nose ■ My left nostril is stuffed up. ■ She left 
in a rage, her nostrils flaring. — see picture at FACE 
nos-trum /'naistrem/ noun, pi -trums [count] 

1 formal : a suggested solution for a problem that will prob¬ 
ably not succeed • politicians repeating all the usual nos¬ 
trums about the economy 

2 old-fashioned : something that is used for treating illness, 
pain, etc., but that is not an accepted and effective medicine 
• using garlic as a nostrum to prevent disease 

nosy also nos-ey /'nouzi/ adj nos«i«er; -est [also more 
most ~] informal + disapproving : wanting to know about 
other people’s lives, problems, etc. • nosy reporters/neigh¬ 
bors ■ Don’t be so nosy\ 

nosy panker /-'pa^k^y noun, pi ~ -ers [count] chiefly Brit, 
informal + disapproving : a person who is too interested in 
what other people are doing : a nosy person 
not /'na:t/ adv 

1 a — used to form the negative of modal verbs (such as 
“should” and “could”) and auxiliary verbs (such as “do” and 
“have”) ■ He would/could not stay. ■ We have not spoken 
with them. ■ It may not be fast, but it’s reliable. • That kind of 
behavior should not be allowed. • He did not seem to care, b 

— used before a verb or clause to make it negative or give it 
an opposite meaning ■ They gave us the option of not attend¬ 
ing. ■ She told me not to do it. • You are not to go there with¬ 
out permission. • He seemed not to care. • It’s odd, but that's 
not to say [=that does not mean] that it’s bad. — s#e also not 
to mention at Mention 

2 a — used with a word or phrase to make it negative or 
give it an opposite meaning ■ The books are not here. ■ No, 
that’s not what I said. ■ That’s not funny! ■ That is not neces¬ 
sarily true. ■ You’re not always right. ■ You are not the only 
one who is worried. • She is not (at all/very) pleased/happy. ■ 
I’m not happy or sad, just bored. ■ It is not as easy as if seems. 
■ Things are not going well. ■ He is not guilty. ■ He lives not far 
from here. ■ “Are we there yet?” “ Not quite.” ■ “Is there any 
left?” “ Not much.” ■ It is not just/only/merely [=more than 
just] a novel; it is a literary classic. ■ Not many [=few] people 
showed up. — see also not a few at *few b — used with a 
negative word to make a positive statement ■ Their request is 
not unreasonable. [=their request is reasonable] ■ His experi¬ 
ence is not unusual. [=others have had similar experiences] ■ 
“What do you think of the food?” “It’s not bad.” [=it’s pretty 
good] c informal + humorous — used humorously at the 
end of a positive statement to show that you really meant the 
opposite ■ That’s very interesting— not\ [=that’s not interest¬ 
ing! 


3 : less or fewer than ■ He was standing not six feet away 
from me. ■ The bullet passed not five inches from my head! ■ 
Not all of us agree. [=some of us do not agree] • Not every¬ 
body finds her work interesting. [=some people find her 
work boring] 

4 — used to refer to a possible situation, condition, etc., that 
is different from or opposite to another situation, condition, 
etc. ■ The planet is sometimes hard to see and sometimes not. 
[=and sometimes easy to see] ■ It works in theory if not in 
practice. [=even if it doesn’t work in practice] — often used 
in the phrase or not • Believe it or not [=whether you believe 
me or don’t believe me], we were there just last week. • 
Ready or not, here I come! ■ Like it or not , you’ll do as he 
says. [=you’ll do as he says whether you like or don’t like it] 

5 — used to give a negative answer to a question ■ “Do you 
think they forgot?” “I hope not." ■ “Should we go?” “I’d rath¬ 
er not." ■ “Do you think it’s true?” “Probably/Certainly not." 
■ “Do you mind?” “ Not at all." 

as like as not or like as not see 6 like 
more often than not: happening more than half the time ■ 
He wins more often than not. [=he wins more than he loses] 
■ More often than not, I stay home instead of going out. 
not a/one : no thing or person ■ There was not one available 
taxi to be found. [=no taxis were available] ■ Not a/one sin¬ 
gle person showed up. [=no one showed up] ■ Not a word 
came out of her mouth. 

not that — used to say that something said before is not im¬ 
portant ■ I tried to help, not that it mattered. [=but it did 
not matter] ■ I saw him with some other woman, not that I 
care. [=but I don’t care] 

1 no*ta*ble /•noutsbal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : unusual and worth noticing : remarkable ■ a notable 
example/improvement ■ There are a few notable exceptions. 

2 : very successful or respected ■ a notable author 
2 notable noun, pi no-ta-bles [count] : a famous or impor¬ 
tant person ■ The guest list included such notables as the 
President and First Lady. ■ They introduced her to all the lo¬ 
cal notables. 

no*ta*bly /‘noutabli/ adv [more most ~] 

1 : in a way that attracts or deserves attention ■ Several se¬ 
nior executives were notably absent from the proceedings. ■ 
The film’s plot was notably lacking. 

2 : especially or particularly ■ Some patients, (most) notably 
the elderly and the very young, have greater risks. 

notarize also Brit no-ta-rlse /'nouta.raiz/ verb -riz-es; 
-rlzed; -rlz-ing [+ obj] law : to sign (a document) as a nota¬ 
ry public 

no»ta«ry public /'noutari'pAbhk/ noun, pi no*ta*rles 
public or notary pub-lies [count] law : a person who has 
the authority to act as an official witness when legal docu¬ 
ments are signed — called also notary 
nota-tion /nou'teijan/ noun, pi -tions technical : a system 
of marks, signs, figures, or characters that is used to repre¬ 
sent information [noncount] musical/scientific notation 
[count] a mathematical notation for computer programming 
1 notch /'na:tf/ noun, pi notch*es [count] 

1 : a small cut that is shaped like a V and that is made on an 
edge or a surface • Cut small notches at the comers of the 
fabric. • The tool has a notch for prying out nails. 

2 US la narrow passage between mountains • The town is on 
the other side of the notch. 

3 : a slightly higher or lower level in a series of levels that 
measure something • Turn the radio up/down a notch. [=up/ 
down slightly] • They turned the volume up several notches. • 
This product is a notch [=step] above its competitors in qual¬ 
ity and price. — see also top-notch 

2 notch verb notches; notched; notch-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make a small cut in (something, such as wood) : to 
make a notch in (something) ■ Notch the ends so that they fit 
together. 

2 informal : to achieve or get (something) ■ He notched his 
fifth victory this year. — often + up ■ The team notched up 
another win in yesterday’s game. 

— notched /'na:tft/ adj ■ a jacket with a notched collar [=a 
collar that has a notch in it] • a notched edge [=an edge with 
many notches in it] 

1 note /'nout/ noun, pi notes 

1 a [count] : a short piece of writing that is used to help 
someone remember something • She wrote a note to remind 
herself about the appointment. • I left you a note on the 
kitchen table. ■ making/writing notes in the margins of a 
book ■ She jotted down a few notes during the interview. • I’ll 
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make a mental note [=1*11 try to remember] to reschedule the 
meeting, b notes [plural] : an informal written record of 
things that are said and done ■ After class, I usually study my 
notes and read the next chapter. ■ I can’t come to class today. 
Would you mind taking notes for me? ■ His secretary took 
notes during our meeting. 

2 [count] a : a short piece of writing that gives you informa¬ 
tion : a brief comment or explanation ■ Please include a brief 
note about where the picture was taken. ■ He writes in the 
program notes that the play was inspired by his own child¬ 
hood. ■ The dictionary includes many usage notes. [=short 
explanations about how a word or phrase is used] ■ One final 
note : tickets will be available at the door the night of the 
concert. — see also liner notes b : a comment or added 
piece of information that is separate from the main writing 
of a book ■ For further details, see the notes to Chapter 3. 
— see also footnote 

3 [count] : a short and usually informal letter ■ Remember to 
send a thank-you note to the host of the party. ■ This is just a 
brief note to say how much I enjoyed your party. ■ Drop me 
a note while you’re away. ■ I have a handwritten note here 
from the governor. ■ If you are out sick for more than one 
week, you will need a note from your doctor. ■ The girl’s kid¬ 
nappers left a ransom note. — see also mash note 

4 [count] music a : a specific musical tone ■ musical notes ■ 
That note's a B not a C. ■ Despite a few wrong notes, the pia¬ 
nist gave a generally good performance, b : a written sym¬ 
bol that is used to show what note should be played and how 
long it should last — see also eighth note, half note, 
QUARTER NOTE, SIXTEENTH NOTE, WHOLE NOTE 

5 [singular] : a characteristic or quality that expresses a 
mood or feeling ■ I detected a note of sadness in his voice. — 
often used after on ■ Let’s try to end our conversation on a 
lighter/happier note. ■ If I may end on a personal note, I’d like 
to wish my father a happy 85th birthday! ■ The party ended 
on a high note. [=the party ended pleasantly or well] ■ Their 
relationship ended on a sour note. [=ended unpleasantly] — 
often used with hit, strike or sound ■ The movie hits just the 
right note with young audiences. ■ Her judgment rarely 
strikes a wrong note. ■ In her chapter about rising oil prices, 
she sounds a cautionary note. ■ Most reviewers loved the 
show, but one critic struck a discordant note, finding it “cli- 
ched” and “predictable." 

6 [count] Brit : bill ■ a ten-pound note 
compare notes see ‘compare 

of note : important and deserving to be noticed or remem¬ 
bered ■ American writers of note include Herman Melville, 
Mark Twain, and Emily Dickinson. ■ historical events of 
note 

take note : to notice or give special attention to someone or 
something ■ She has been extremely successful in her own 
country, and now the rest of the world is beginning to take 
note. ■ She took note of the exact time. 

2 note verb notes; not*ed; nothing [+obj] formal 

1 : to notice or pay attention to (something) ■ You may have 
noted my late arrival. ■ The thing to note here is that people 
are suffering. ■ It’s interesting to note how quickly things 
have changed. ■ Their objections were duly noted. — often + 
that ■ Please note that the office will close today at noon. ■ 
Note that I have enclosed full payment with this letter. 

2 : to say or write (something) ■ As one official noted , the sit¬ 
uation has begun to get out of control. ■ As noted above/ear¬ 
lier/previously, most people survive the disease. ■ “They’ve 
asked us to leave,” he noted with amusement. — often + that 

■ She said she was unaware of the problem and noted that ev¬ 
erything was fine when she went home that night. ■ It should 
be noted , however, that no one was injured in the accident. ■ 
It’s worth noting that he gave no reason for his decision. 
note down [phrasal verb] note (something) down or note 

down (something) : to write down (a piece of information 
that you want to remember) ■ Let me note down your tele¬ 
phone number. ■ The police officer noted down the names 
of all the people present during the incident, 
notebook / , noot,buk/ noun, pi -books [count] 

1 : a book with blank pages that is used for writing notes ■ 
Take out your notebook and write down some of your ideas. 

■ She kept a notebook for her poetry. 

2 : a small computer that is designed to be easily carried — 
called also notebook computer 

not-ed /'noutad/ adj [more most ~] : famous or well- 
known ■ She is a noted scholar specializing in Latin- 
American literature. — often + for ■ The city is noted for its 


many restaurants and nightclubs. • a judge noted for her fair¬ 
ness and intelligence 

note-pad /'nout,paed / noun, pi -pads [count] : sheets of pa¬ 
per that are attached at one end and used for writing notes 
: pad • I wrote down her number on my notepad. — see pic¬ 
ture at OFFICE 

note-pa-per / , nout l peipa'/ noun [noncount] : paper that is 
suitable for writing notes and letters 
note-WOr-thy /'nout.w^di/ adj [more most ~] : impor¬ 
tant or interesting enough to be noticed : deserving attention 
: notable ■ He gave several noteworthy performances dur¬ 
ing his short career. ■ Nothing noteworthy happened that 
evening. ■ Her art is noteworthy for its great quality and beau¬ 
ty. ■ a noteworthy feat/achievement 
— note-wor-thi-ness /'noutjw^dinas/ noun [noncount] 
not-for-profit adj, chiefly US : not existing or done for the 
purpose of making a profit: nonprofit ■ a not-for-profit or¬ 
ganization 

noth-er or ’noth-er /'nAfta/ adj 
whole nother US, informal : completely different ■ That’s a 
whole nother story/issue. [=that’s a whole other story/issue; 
that’s a story/issue that is completely different from the 
one we have been talking about] ■ He has taken his perfor¬ 
mance to a whole nother level. [=to a completely different 
and much higher level] 

1 noth-inq / , nA0irj/ pronoun 

1 : not anything : not a thing • There’s nothing in my hands. ■ 
She knows nothing of/about our plans. ■ You have nothing to 
worry about. ■ “What are you doing?” “ Nothing (much).” ■ 
There’s nothing fun to do around here. ■ I have nothing 
against them. [=1 do not dislike or resent them] ■ We’ll accept 
nothing less than a full refund. [=we will only accept a full re¬ 
fund] • It costs nothing for the first month. [=you do not have 
to pay anything for the first month] ■ The phone call was 
nothing more than a sales pitch. [=it was just a sales pitch and 
not anything else] ■ They live on practically nothing. [=no 
money] ■ This has nothing to do with you. [=it does not in¬ 
volve you in any way] ■ There’s nothing else [=no more] to 
say. ■ If nothing else , you should send him a card. [=you 
should at least send him a card] ■ I’ve had next to nothing to 
eat. [=1 have had very little to eat] ■ He could make nothing 
of the coded message. [=he could not understand the coded 
message at all] ■ We discussed plans for a new project, but 
nothing came of them. [=we did not do anything about what 
we discussed] ■ He left nothing to chance. I=he planned for 
every possibility] ■ The food leaves nothing to be desired. 
[=the food is excellent] ■ Their children lack/want for noth¬ 
ing. [=their children have everything they need] ■ Why 
should they help? There’s nothing in it for them. [=they will 
not gain anything for themselves by helping] ■ It looks like 
nothing so much as a big stick. [=it looks very much like a 
big stick] ■ Those kids are nothing but trouble. [=they are al¬ 
ways causing trouble] ■ He is nothing if not persistent. [=he is 
extremely persistent] ■ “I’m quitting school.” “You’ll do noth¬ 
ing of the sort'." [=you will not do that; I will not allow you to 
do that] ■ She’ll stop at nothing [=she will do anything] to get 
what she wants. ■ She finished up In nothing flat. [=in no time 
at all; very quickly] — see also GOOD-FOR-NOTHING 

2 : someone or something that has no interest, value, or im¬ 
portance ■ Money is nothing to them. [=they do not care at 
all about money] ■ You think that’s bad? It’s nothing com¬ 
pared to what I went through. ■ Don’t get all upset over noth¬ 
ing. ■ “Thanks for your help.” “It was nothing." [=it was no 
trouble] ■ Your opinion means nothing to me. • “Are you 
hurt?” “Don’t worry. It’s nothing." ■ All our work came to 
nothing. = All our work resulted in nothing. ■ He’s nothing to 
me now. [=1 don’t care about him at all now] 

double or nothing see 3 double 
have nothing on see have 
here goes nothing see ‘here 
nothing daunted see daunt 

nothing doing informal — used as a forceful way of saying 
“no” to a question or suggestion - He asked her to lend him 
the money, but she said nothing doing. [=she said that she 
would definitely not lend him the money] ■ “Why don’t you 
try it?” “ Nothing doing." [=no way; definitely not] 
nothing else for it or Brit nothing for It old-fashioned — 
used to say that something must be done because there is 
no other choice • By the time we discovered the mistake, 
there was nothing else for it but to start over. ■ We don’t 
want to sell the house, but there is nothing else for it (but to 
sell). 


nothing • notoriety 
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nothing in/to If you say that there is nothing in/to some¬ 
thing, you mean that it is not true at all. ■ There’s nothing to 
the story/claim. ■ There is nothing in the rumor. 
nothing like 1 — used to say that something is very enjoy¬ 
able or satisfying ■ There’s nothing like a cool swim on a 
hot day. 2 Brit, informal : not nearly ■ The report is noth¬ 
ing like thorough enough. 

nothing to it — used to say that something is very easy to do 
■ There’s really nothing to it once you know how. 
on a hiding to nothing see ^hiding 
to say nothing of see *say 

2 nothing adv : not at all : in no way ■ She is nothing like her 
sister. ■ It’s nothing close to finished. 

nothing less than 1 — used to give emphasis to a descrip¬ 
tion ■ The idea is nothing less than revolutionary. [=the idea 
is revolutionary] 2 — used to say that something is the 
least that a situation, person, etc., requires or will accept • 
He demands nothing less than the best service. [=he de¬ 
mands the best service] ■ I want nothing less than a full re¬ 
fund! ■ This job requires nothing less than our best effort. 
nothing short of — used to give emphasis to a description ■ 
His recovery was nothing short of miraculous. [=his recov¬ 
ery was miraculous] • That treatment is nothing short of 
torture! 

3 nothing noun, pi -things 

1 [noncount\ : empty space ■ It appeared out of nothing. • 
The UFO hovered for a while, then vanished into nothing. 

2 [noncount] : the number 0 : zero ■ ( chiefly US) The score 
is two (to) nothing. • {Brit) She is five foot nothing [=she is ex¬ 
actly five feet tall] without her shoes on. 

3 : someone or something that has little or no worth, impor¬ 
tance, or influence [count] I knew her back when she was a 
nothing. [=nobody] [noncount] My children are important to 
me—I'm nothing without them. ■ Today was a nothing day. 
[=nothing interesting or important happened today] 

for nothing 1 : without reason • It’s not for nothing that 
they put her in charge. ■ We did all that work for nothing. 
[=we did all that work when we did not need to] 2 : at no 
charge : for free ■ He gave it to me for nothing. ■ You can’t 
get something for nothing. 

sweet nothings : loving and romantic words ■ He whis¬ 
pered sweet nothings in her ear. 
noth-ing-ness /'nAOignas/ noun [noncount] 

1 : empty space ■ He was staring into nothingness. 

2 : the state of being no longer seen, heard, or felt: nonex¬ 
istence ■ The sound faded into nothingness. ■ philosophers 
who feel that when we die, we pass into nothingness [=we no 
longer exist] 

1 notice /'noutas/ noun, pi -tic*es 

1 [noncount] a : information that tells you or warns you 
about something that is going to happen ■ Please give us 
enough notice to prepare for your arrival. • They gave no ad¬ 
vance notice that they were moving. [=they did not tell any¬ 
one that they were moving before they did it] ■ Terms of the 
agreement are subject to change without notice. [=terms of 
the agreement may be changed without telling you before 
they are changed] ■ The beach is closed until further notice. 
[=until there is an announcement saying that it is open] ■ I re¬ 
ceived written notice that my bank account will be credited. 
[=1 received a letter telling me that my bank account will be 
credited] ■ The senator served notice [=made it known] that 
he will be opposing the new regulations. ■ With the success of 
her first film, she served notice [=showed] that she is a serious 
and talented director, b : a statement telling someone that 
an agreement, job, etc., will end soon • She gave her landlord 
notice (that she is moving next month). ■ I gave (my employ¬ 
er) two weeks’ notice. [=1 told my employer that I would be 
quitting my job in two weeks] ■ My boss gave me two weeks’ 
notice. [=my boss told me that I would be losing my job in 
two weeks] 

2 [noncount] : attention that people give to someone or 
something ■ Her red dress attracted notice. [=her red dress 
made people look at her; people noticed her red dress] ■ The 
band first came to public notice in 1991. [=the public first 
heard about the band in 1991] ■ The error escaped my no¬ 
tice. [=1 did not notice the error] ■ Take no notice of them. 
[=ignore them] ■ No one took much notice of her [=no one 
paid much attention to her] at the party. • The team has been 
playing better recently, and people are starting to (sit up 
and) take notice. [=are starting to notice and give attention 
to the team’s improved play] ■ He brought the problem to my 
notice. [=he brought the problem to my attention; he told me 
about the problem] 


3 [count] : a written or printed statement that gives informa¬ 
tion ■ Notices were sent to parents about the school trip. ■ 
The notice [=5/gn] said, “BEACH CLOSED.’’ ■ Did you see 
the notice about the meeting? • Newspapers print notices of 
marriages and deaths. 

4 [count] : a short piece of writing that gives an opinion 
about a play, book, etc. ■ The play received good notices, 
[-reviews] 

at a moment’s/minute’s notice or US on a moment’s f 
minute’s notice or at short notice or US on short no¬ 
tice : immediately after you have been told about some¬ 
thing • They’re prepared to help us at/on a moment's notice. 
[=as soon as we tell them that we need their help] ■ They 
can be ready to go at/on a moment’s notice. ■ She had to 
leave on a business trip at/on (very) short notice, 
on notice formal : warned or told about something ■ The 
police are on notice to have more security at the concert. 
[=the police have been warned to have more security at the 
concert] • She put us on notice [=she told us in a very defi¬ 
nite and forceful way] that she would not be available for 
interviews until after the trial. 

2 notice verb -tices; -ticed; -tioing [+ obj] : to become 
aware of (something or someone) by seeing, hearing, etc. ■ 
He noticed his friend sitting at the next table. = He noticed 
that his friend was sitting at the next table. ■ She noticed a 
smell of gas. ■ You didn’t notice that I got my hair cut. ■ She 
noticed me leaving the meeting early. ■ The police noticed 
[= observed] a connection between the murders. ■ I noticed an 
error in the book. • The problem was first noticed several 
days ago. ■ I couldn’t help noticing the spot on his tie. = I 
couldn’t help but notice the spot on his tie. [=1 saw the spot 
even though I wasn’t trying to look for it] 
get noticed: to get attention that you want from other peo¬ 
ple ■ You’ll get noticed in that new sports car. = That new 
sports car will get you noticed. ■ a young actor who’s trying 
to get noticed • The band got noticed by a record producer. 
[=a record producer showed interest in the band] 

no«tice«able /'noutasabal/ adj [more most ~]: able to be 
easily seen or noticed ■ The spot on your shirt is very notice¬ 
able. • There has been a noticeable improvement in her be¬ 
havior. ■ a noticeable change/difference in the weather ■ It 
was noticeable that they were not prepared to give the pre¬ 
sentation. 

— nO’tice-ably /'noutasabli/ adv • The sound got noticeably 
louder. ■ Test scores were noticeably higher the next year. 
no*tice«board /'noutas^oa-d/ noun, pi -boards [count] 

Brit : BULLETIN BOARD 1 

no-ti-fi-able AnoutaTajabal/ adj, formal : required by law 
to be reported to the government or to the proper officials ■ 
a notifiable disease 

no-ti-fi-ca-tion /jnoutafa'keijan/ noun, pi -tlons : some¬ 
thing that gives official information to someone : the act of 
notifying someone [noncount] I was given no notification 
that you received my payment, [count] You will be sent a 
written notification. 

no-ti-fy /'nouta,fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing [+ obj] : to tell 
(someone) officially about something ■ She notified [in¬ 
formed] the police about the accident. ■ Customers were noti¬ 
fied of the changes in the company. ■ I was notified that I did 
not get the job. 

no«tion /'noujan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : an idea or opinion ■ He has some pretty strange 
notions. • I only have a (slight) notion of the poem’s meaning. 
■ She had a vague notion about what happened. ■ They have 
different notions [-conceptions] of right and wrong. • The 
study disproves any notion that dolphins are not intelligent. 

2 [count] : an idea about doing something : a sudden wish or 
desire ■ She had a notion to try skydiving. 

3 notions [plural] US : small useful things (such as pins, 
thread, buttons) that are used for sewing ■ a sewing shop that 
sells fabrics, books, tools, and notions 

nO'tion*aI /'noufanj/ adj : existing as an idea rather than as 
something real • The notional earnings of the company were 
close to the actual ones. 

-no^tion-aMyai/w 

notO*ri*ety /.nouta'rajati/ noun : the condition of being fa¬ 
mous or well-known especially for something bad : the state 
of being notorious [noncount] He achieved instant fame and 
notoriety with the release of his film. ■ She gained notoriety 
when nude photographs of her appeared in a magazine. 
[singular] His comment about the President has given him a 
notoriety that he enjoys very much. 
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no-to-ri-ous /nou'torijas/ adj [more most ~ ] : well- 
known or famous especially for something bad ■ The coach 
is notorious for his violent outbursts. • notorious [-infamous] 
cases of animal cruelty 

— no*to*ri*ouS"ly adv ■ The weather is notoriously difficult 
to predict. 

1 not-with*stand*ing /.naitwiB'stsenduj/ prep, formal 

: without being prevented by (something) : despite — used 
to say that something happens or is true even though there is 
something that might prevent it from happening or being 
true ■ Notwithstanding their youth and inexperience, the 
team won the championship. — often used after its object ■ 
The law was passed, our objections notwithstanding. [=the 
law was passed despite our objections] 

Notwithstanding adv, formal : in spite of what has just 
been said : nevertheless • Although there are some who 
oppose the plan, we will go through with it notwithstanding. 

noil-gat /'nu.gat, Brit ■nu^ga:/ noun [noncount] : a sweet 
candy that usually contains nuts or pieces of fruit 
* 1 nought /'na:t/ noun, pi noughts [count, noncount] Brit 
: the number 0 : ZERO ■ One million is a 1 with six noughts 
after it. 

2 n O U g h t chiefly Brit spelling of naught 

noughts and crosses noun [noncount] Brit : TIC-TAC- 

TOE 

noun /'naun/ noun, pi nouns [count] : a word that is the 
name of something (such as a person, animal, place, thing, 
quality, idea, or action) and is typically used in a sentence as 
subject or object of a verb or as object of a preposition 

— see also common noun, count noun, noncount 

NOUN, PROPER NOUN 

noun phrase noun, pi ~ phrases [count] : a group of 
words that acts like a noun in a sentence ■ In the sentence “I 
found the owner of the dog,” “the owner of the dog” is a 
noun phrase. 

nour-ish /'nan// verb -ish-es; -ished; -ish-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to provide (someone or something) with food and other 
things that are needed to live, be healthy, etc. ■ Plants are 
nourished [-fed] by rain and soil. ■ Vitamins are added to the 
shampoo to nourish the hair. ■ a well -nourished baby 

2 : to cause (something) to develop or grow stronger ■ a 
friendship nourished by trust ■ Her parents nourished [^sup¬ 
ported] her musical talent. 

nour-ish-ing /'n^njnj/ adi [more most ~] : providing 
the things that are needed for health, growth, etc. : giving 
nourishment ■ This cereal is more nourishing [-nutritious] 
than that one. — often used figuratively ■ The sermon was 
spiritually nourishing, [-enriching] 

nour-ish-ment /'nan/mant/ noun [noncount] : food and 
other things that are needed for health, growth, etc. ■ These 
children are suffering because they lack proper/adequate 
nourishment. ■ Soil provides nourishment to plants. — often 
used figuratively ■ intellectual nourishment ■ emotional/spiri¬ 
tual nourishment 

nous /'naus/ noun [noncount] Brit, informal : the intelligence 
and ability to make good judgments and decisions ■ At least 
he had the foresight and nous [=common sense] to sell his 
stocks when he did. 

nou-veau riche Anuivou'ri:// noun, pi nou-veaux rich¬ 
es /,nu:vou'ri:J/ [count] disapproving : a person who has re¬ 
cently become rich and who likes to spend a lot of money 

— nouveau riche ac]j • Our nouveau riche neighbors just 
bought some expensive but tacky furniture. 

nou-velle cuisine /nuVel-/ noun [noncount] : a modem 
style of cooking in which light, healthy food is prepared and 
served in an attractive way 

NOV. abbr November 

no-va /'nouva/ noun, pi no*vas or no-vae /'nouvi/ [count] 
astronomy : a star that suddenly increases greatly in bright¬ 
ness and then within a few months or years becomes less 
bright again — see also supernova 
1 nPV-el /■nar.val/ noun, pi -els [count] : a long written story 
usually about imaginary characters and events ■ write/pub¬ 
lish/read a novel ■ a detective/romance/science-fiction novel 
2 novel adj [more most ~] : new and different from what 
has been known before ■ a novel idea ■ She has suggested a 
novel approach to the problem. ■ Handheld computers are 
novel devices. 

nov-el-ist /'naivalist/ noun, pi -lsts [count] : a person who 
writes novels 

nO'Vel'Ia /nou'vela/ noun, pi -las [count] : a short novel : a 


story that is longer than a short story but shorter than a nov¬ 
el 

nov-el*ty /■naivalti/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : the quality or state of being new, different, 
and interesting ■ The toy’s novelty soon wore off. [-the toy 
became uninteresting in a short time] ■ the novelty of space 
exploration 

2 [count] a : something that is new or unusual : something 
novel ■ Electric-powered cars are still novelties. ■ Eating 
shark meat is a novelty to many people, b : something un¬ 
usual and entertaining that is popular for a short period of 
time — usually used before another noun ■ novelty songs ■ 
The band was a novelty act that had two hits and then disap¬ 
peared. 

3 [count] : a small and unusual decoration or toy ■ Novelties 
filled the shelves. — often used before another noun ■ a nov¬ 
elty shop/item 

No-vem-ber /nou'vemba*/ noun, pi -bers : the 11th month 
of the year [noncount] in (early/middle/mid-/late) November 
■ early/late in November • We arrived on November the 
fourth. = (US) We arrived on November fourth. = We arrived 
on the fourth of November, [count] Sales are up (for) this 
November in comparison with the previous two Novembers. • 
It happens every November. — abbr. Nov. 

nov-ice /'na-.vas/ noun, pi nov*ic*es [count] 

1 : a person who has just started learning or doing some¬ 
thing ■ He’s a novice in cooking. ■ a novice [-beginner] at ski¬ 
ing ■ a book for the novice chess player 

2 : a new member of a religious group who is preparing to 
become a nun or a monk 

no-vi'tiate /nou'vi/at/ noun, pi -tiates [count] : the time 
when a person is a religious novice 

no-VO-Caine /'nouva^ein/ noun [noncount] medicine : a 
drug that causes part of your body to feel no pain and that is 
used especially by dentists 
1 now /'nau/ adv 

1 : at the present time ■ We were having trouble before, but 
everything’s okay now. • I’m feeling much better now , thank 
you. • I love you now and I’ll love you forever. ■ Now’s the 
time for action. ■ “And now," he said, “all we have to do is 
wait.” ■ “Can we talk?” “Not now. I’m really busy.” ■ The 
room is now used as a home office. = They now use the room 
as a home office. ■ He knows now that he was wrong. ■ Police 
have now identified the man who they believe stole the car. ■ 
Scientists now believe that the bones belong to a different 
species of reptile. • the now famous photograph of an Amer¬ 
ican sailor kissing his young wife ■ I wish I knew then what I 
know now. ■ This is the only chance you’ll ever get. It’s now 
or never. — often used to show that you are annoyed about 
something ■ Now you tell me?! I needed to know that yester¬ 
day! ■ You tracked dirt everywhere! Now I have to spend all 
day cleaning again! ■ “I know you’ve explained a lot—but 
can I ask just one more question?” “What now?" = “What is 
it now?" = "Now what?” ■ OK: I’ll do it your way. Are you 
happy now? 

2 : in the next moment : very soon ■ I have to leave now. 
[=right now, right away, immediately] ■ It’s time to go home 
now. ■ If I don’t do it now. I’ll forget to do it later. ■ They’ll be 
back any minute now! ■ Any day now, he’ll be walking 
through that door. ■ Now which way do we go? ■ What do I 
do now? ■ What now? = Now what? [=what next?] 

3 : in the present situation ■ He’ll never believe me now ! • If 
you can’t stand the heat now, you certainly won’t be able to 
stand it in the summer. 

4 : at the time referred to in the past ■ Her parents arrived 
home the next day. Now the trouble really began. ■ I next 
met her again a few years later. She was now 30 years old and 
working for a law firm. 

5 : for an amount of time until the present time ■ It’s been 
several years now since I last saw her. [=1 haven’t seen her for 
several years] — often used with for ■ We’ve lived here for a 
long time now. = We’ve lived here for some time now. ■ She 
has been teaching for 20 years now. = She has been teaching 
now for 20 years. 

6 — used to make a command or request or to express crit¬ 
icism or disapproval ■ Hurry up, now, class started three min¬ 
utes ago. ■ Now, Billy, that’s no way to talk to your mother! ■ 
Now you be sure to write, you hear? ■ Well, now, what is this 
I hear about you going back to school? ■ Come now. You 
know that’s not true. = (chiefly US) Come on, now. You know 
that’s not true. ■ Now, which one of you kids broke the win¬ 
dow? ■ Now, you listen to me. ■ Now see here! 
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7 — used to introduce an important idea or to show a 
change in subject • Now, I’d like to call your attention to the 
statue in the middle of the room. ■ “What’s the meaning of 
life?” “ Now that's what I call a really important question!” ■ 
Now that was a great song! ■ Now where was I? Oh yes, I was 
telling you about my Uncle Harry. ■ Now you’ve done it! ■ 
Now don’t get too excited. ■ Now who could that be? ■ Now 
then , what shall we do next? 4- The phrase now for is often 
used to introduce a different idea or activity. ■ That was an 
easy question. Now for something a bit more challenging. ■ 
Now for today’s top news stories. 

8 literary : at one moment: sometimes ■ now one and now 
another • She was now laughing, now crying. 

even now see 2 even 

(every) now and then also (every) now and again: not of¬ 
ten but sometimes ■ We still see each other (every) now and 
then. ■ Now and then she would come in to check on me. ■ 
The silence in the house was broken now and again by the 
ringing of the telephone. 

Just now see 2 just 

now, now 1 — used to tell someone not to be worried or 
unhappy ■ Now, now, don’t cry. Everything will be all right. 
You’ll see! 2 — used to express criticism or disapproval ■ 
Now, now. There’s no need to use that kind of language. 
now you’re talking see ‘talk 
right now see 2 right 

2 riOW cow ■ since something is true : because of the fact that 
something happened ■ Now you mention it, I am kind of hun¬ 
gry. — usually + that ■ Now that you mention it, I am kind of 
hungry. ■ Now that we’re all here, let’s start the meeting. = 
Let’s start the meeting now that everyone’s here. 

3 now noun [singular] : the present time or moment ■ A lot of 
things can happen between now and then. ■ By now, you 
must have heard the news. = You must have heard the news 
by now. ■ The kids are supposed to be in bed by now. • That’s 
enough for now, but we may need some more later. ■ Things 
are fine for now. ■ Fifty years from now you’ll be telling your 
grandchildren about this day. ■ She’s due back a week from 
now. • We'll be here from now until November. ■ I promise, 
from now on [=from this moment and forever into the fu¬ 
ture!, I'll always tell you the truth. • From now on, no one can 
use my car without my permission. ■ Until now, doctors had 
no idea what caused the disease. = Up to now, they didn't 
know what caused it. — see also here and now at ‘here 
nowadays /'naw3,deiz/ adv : at the present time ■ People 
don’t wear hats much nowadays. ■ Nowadays [=these days], 
many people need two jobs in order to make ends meet. 

1 nowhere /*nou,wea'/ adv : not in or at any place ■ I have 
nowhere to go/sit/live. ■ These facts are nowhere stated (in 
the book). ■ Nowhere is there more of a population problem 
than in this city. ■ The book is nowhere to be found. = The 
book is nowhere to be seen. = The book is nowhere in sight, 
get nowhere 1 or go nowhere : to have no success at all 
in doing something : to make no progress ■ I have gotten 
nowhere with my research. [=my research has been com¬ 
pletely unsuccessful] ■ The research is going nowhere. • 
We’re getting/going nowhere fast 2 get (someone) no¬ 
where : to not help (someone) at all: to not make a situa¬ 
tion any better for (someone) ■ Arguing will get us nowhere. 
[=arguing will not help our situation] 
nowhere near informal: not at all: not nearly ■ Their house 
is nowhere near as nice as yours. ■ That is nowhere near 
enough water. ■ The house is nowhere near finished. 

2 nowhere noun [noncount\ : no place — used figuratively ■ 
They live miles from nowhere. [=they live in a place that is 
very far from other people] ■ We got lost in the middle of no¬ 
where. [=in a place far away from other people, houses, etc.] 
from nowhere or out of nowhere — used to say that some¬ 
one or something comes, appears, happens, etc., in a sud¬ 
den and unexpected way ■ The car came out of nowhere ! ■ 
Suddenly, out of nowhere, she offered me the job. ■ Starting 
from nowhere [=with nothing], he built a very successful 
business. ■ The horse came from nowhere to win the race. ■ 
She rose to fame out of nowhere. ■ From out of nowhere he 
asked her if she was having an affair, 
no—Win /'nou'win/ adj, always used before a noun — used to 
describe something (such as a situation) that cannot have a 
good result no matter what you do ■ We’re in a no-win situa¬ 
tion. ■ a no-win war ■ She's stuck in a no-win job. 
nowt /'naut/ noun [noncount] Brit, informal : nothing - 
There’s nowt like it. ■ He said nowt. Nowt is used in north¬ 
ern England. 


nox*ious /'naikjas/ adj [more most ~] formal: harmful 
to living things : toxic ■ noxious fumes/waste 
noZ'Zle /"nazal/ noun , pi noz*zles [count] : a short tube 
that is put on the end of a hose or pipe to control the way a 
liquid or gas flows out 
nr abbr, Brit near 

NRA abbr National Rifle Association The NRA is an orga¬ 
nization that is active in supporting the rights of U.S. citizens 
to own guns. 

NS abbr Nova Scotia 
NSW abbr New South Wales 

NT abbr 1 New Ifestament 2 Northern Territory 3 North¬ 
west Territories 

nth /‘cnG/ adj — used to refer to an unknown number in a se¬ 
ries of numbers ■ I told him for the nth time that I would not 
support him. [=1 told him again that I would not support 
him, as I have told him many times before] 
to the nth degree: extremely : as much as possible • He is 
dedicated to the nth degree. [=he is extremely dedicated] 
nu-ance / l nu:,a:ns, Brit 'nju:,a:ns/ noun,pi -anc*es : a very 
small difference in color, tone, meaning, etc. [count] nuanc¬ 
es [=shades] of color/meaning ■ He listened to the subtle nu¬ 
ances in the song, [noncount] a poem of little depth and nu¬ 
ance 

— nu*anced / l nu:,a:nst, Brit 'nju:,a:nst/ adj [more most 
~] ■ a complex and nuanced poem/story/painting 

nub /'nAb/ noun, pi nubs [count ]: a small piece or end ■ The 
dog chewed his bone down to a nub .: a small part that sticks 
out ■ The shoes have little nubs on the bottom that prevent 
you from slipping. 

the nub : the main part or point of something ■ the nub of 
the story/problem/matter/argument 
nu-bile /'nu:,baj3l, Brit 'nju:,baj3l/ adj [more most ~] 

: sexually attractive — used of a young woman ■ a nubile 
young starlet 

nu«cle«ar /'nuiklijas Brit 'nju’.klija/ adj, always used before a 
noun 1 a : of, relating to, producing, or using energy that is 
created when the nuclei of atoms are split apart or joined to¬ 
gether ■ nuclear [= atomic ] weapons/bombs ■ a nuclear (pow¬ 
er) plant • nuclear fuel ■ nuclear waste [=waste materials that 
are created when nuclear energy is produced] b : having or 
involving nuclear weapons ■ the nuclear [= atomic ] age ■ a nu¬ 
clear war/attack ■ nuclear powers [=countries that have nu¬ 
clear weapons] 

2 : of or relating to the nucleus of an atom ■ nuclear [^atom¬ 
ic] physics/fission/fusion 

nuclear energy noun [noncount] physics : energy that is 
created by splitting apart the nuclei of atoms — called also 
atomic energy, nuclear power 

nuclear family noun, pi —■ -lies [count] : the part of a fam¬ 
ily that includes only the father, mother, and children 

— compare extended family 
nuclear fission noun [noncount ]: fission 1 
nuclear-free adj : not having or allowing nuclear energy, 

weapons, or materials ■ a nuclear-free zone/area 
nuclear fusion noun [noncount] : fusion 2 
nuclear power noun [noncount]physics : nuclear ener¬ 
gy 

nuclear reaction noun, pi ~ -tions [count]physics: re¬ 
action 5b 

nuclear reactor noun.pl ~ -tors [count] physics : reac¬ 
tor 

nu-cle-ic acid /nu'kli:jik-/ noun, pi ~ acids [count] techni¬ 
cal : any of various acids (such as DNA or RNA) that are 
found in living cells 

nU‘Cle*US /'nuiklijas/ noun, pi nu*clei /'nu:kli,aj/ also nu- 
cle-us-es [count] 

1 biology : the central part of most cells that contains genetic 
material and is enclosed in a membrane 

2 physics : the central part of an atom that is made up of 
protons and neutrons 

3 : a central or most important part of something — usually 
+ of • players who are the nucleus [-core] of the team 

1 nude /'nu:d, Brit 'nju:d/ adj 

1 : having no clothes on : naked ■ The artists sketched the 
nude model. 

2 : of or involving people who have no clothes on - a nude 
movie scene ■ a nude beach [=a beach where people wear no 
clothes] ■ He took nude photos of her. [=he took photos of 
her when she was not wearing clothes] 
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3 : having the color of a white person’s skin ■ nude panty¬ 
hose 

— nude adv ■ She posed nude for the magazine. 

2 nude noun, pi nudes [count] : a painting, sculpture, etc., 
that shows a nude person ■ the nudes of Greek sculpture 
In the nude : without any clothes on ■ He stood there in the 
nude. 

nudge /'nAcfc/ verb nudg-es; nudged; nudg-ing 

1 [+ obj] a : to touch or push (someone or something) gen¬ 
tly ■ I nudged the plate closer to him. ■ The guard nudged the 
prisoner forward. ■ The dog nudged the ball with his nose. ■ 
We nudged our way (through the crowd) to the exit, b : to 
push (someone) gently with your elbow in order to get that 
person’s attention ■ He nudged me and pointed to the deer. 

2 [+ obj] : to encourage (someone) to do something ■ He was 
nudged (by his parents) towards a career in law. ■ The sales¬ 
man nudged her into testing out the car. 

3 a [+ obj] : to come close to (a particular level or amount) ■ 
Album sales are nudging the one million mark, b always 
followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to move slight¬ 
ly to a different level or amount ■ The price of gold has 
nudged a little higher. 

— nudge noun, pi nudges [count] ■ He gave me a nudge in 
the ribs. 

nud*ism /'nu:,diZ9m, Brit 'nju:,diz3m/ noun [noncount] : the 
practice of not wearing any clothes especially in private plac¬ 
es (such as camps or beaches) that are separated from public 
areas — called also (Brit) naturism 
nud-ist /'nuidist, Brit 'njuidist/ noun, pi -ists [count] : a per¬ 
son who practices nudism — called also (Brit) naturist 

— nudist adj ■ a nudist colony /resort 

nu»di»ty /'nuidati, Brit 'nju:d9ti/ noun [noncount] : the state 
of having no clothes on : the condition of being nude ■ The 
movie has scenes of nudity. 
nug*get /'nAgat/ noun, pi -gets [count] 

1 : a solid lump of a valuable metal (such as gold) ■ gold nug¬ 
gets 

2 : a small, usually round piece of food ■ chicken nuggets 

3 : a piece of valuable information ■ nuggets of wisdom/ad¬ 
vice/information 

nuUsance /'nuisns, Brit 'njuisns/ noun, pi -sanoes [count] 
: a person, thing, or situation that is annoying or that causes 
trouble or problems — usually singular ■ The sticky clay was 
a nuisance to work with. [=was difficult to work with] ■ My 
allergies are a nuisance in the springtime. ■ Filling out all the 
paperwork was a nuisance. ■ I’m sorry to be such a nuisance 
[=I*m sorry to bother you], but I need your help again. ■ He 
made a nuisance of himself. [=he behaved in an annoying 
way] ■ (law) The landfill was declared a public nuisance. 
1 nuke /*nu:k, Brit *nju:k/ noun, pi nukes [count] informal : a 
nuclear weapon 

2 nuke verb nukes; nuked; nuk-ing [+ obj] informal 

1 : to attack or destroy (something) with a nuclear weapon 

2 : to heat or cook (food) in a microwave oven : micro- 
wave ■ nuke a pizza 

null /'nAl/ adj, law ; having no legal power ■ The contract was 
declared null, [-invalid] — often used in the phrase null and 
void ■ The law was declared null and void. 
nuMi-fy /'iiAla.fai/ verb -ties; -fled; -fy«ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make (something) legally null ■ The law has been nulli¬ 
fied by the U.S. Supreme Court. 

2 : to cause (something) to lose its value or to have no effect 

■ The penalty nullified the goal. ■ Drinking coffee does not 
nullify [^negate] the effects of alcohol. 

num. abbr numeral 
1 numb l l r\\ml adj [more ~, most ] 

1 ; unable to feel anything in a particular part of your body 
because of cold, injury, etc. ■ The side of my face was still 
numb an hour after the surgery. ■ I had a numb feeling in my 
toes. ■ It was so cold that my fingers ivenf numb. • A stroke 
can cause one side of your body to go numb. 

2 : unable to think, feel, or react normally because of some¬ 
thing that shocks or upsets you ■ Her son had died and she 
just felt numb. ■ He stood there numb with fear/rage. 

— numb*ly adv ■ They moved numbly through their routine. 
— numbness noun [noncount] A stroke can cause 
numbness in one side of your body, [singular] The patient 
was complaining of a numbness in her fingers. 

2 numb verb numbs; numbed; numbdng [+ obj] 

1 : to cause (a part of the body) to be unable to feel anything 

■ The injection will numb the area to be operated on. ■ The 
cold wind numbed my face. 


2 : to make (someone) unable to think, feel, or react nor¬ 
mally ■ She was numbed by the news of her son’s death. 

— numbing adj [more most ~] ■ the numbing cold ■ We 
had to sit through a numbing [=very boring] lecture. — see 
also mind-numbing - numb*ing*ly adv • a numbingty 
cold wind ■ These tasks are numbingty repetitive. 
1 num»ber /'iiAmb»/ noun, pi -bers 

1 [count] : a word or symbol (such as “five” or “16”) that rep¬ 
resents a specific amount or quantity ■ the number seven ■ 
He wrote down two numbers [= numerals ]: 3 and 9. ■ the num¬ 
bers and letters on a license plate ■ a three-digit number like 
429 ■ Think of a number between one and one hundred. ■ 
The number 7% is greater than the number 7.25. ■ 2, 4, 6, and 
8 are even numbers; 1, 3, 5, and 7 are odd numbers. ■ Let’s 
say I have $100 to spend—that’s a nice, round number. [=a 
number that is easily multiplied, divided, etc., and especially 
a number that ends in zero] — see also cardinal number, 
ORDINAL NUMBER, PRIME NUMBER, WHOLE NUMBER 

2 [count] a : a number or a set of numbers and other sym¬ 
bols that is used to identify a person or thing ■ a student’s ID/ 
identification number ■ Never give out your credit card num¬ 
ber to anyone over the phone. ■ What’s the account number 
on your electricity bill? ■ The page numbers are on the top 
comer of each page. ■ Today’s winning lottery numbers are 
17, 8, and 46. ■ I’m waiting for the number 3 bus. ■ Flight 
number 101 from Los Angeles to London is now boarding at 
Gate number 36. • What’s the answer to question number 6? ■ 
My daughter’s the pitcher, number 21. — abbr. No. or no.; 
see also registration number, serial number, social 
security number b : a person who is identified by a 
number and not treated in a personal or friendly way ■ We 
get to know each of our customers and make sure that they 
don’t feel like they’re just a number. • a large university 
where the students are just numbers C : phone number ■ 
What’s your work/office/daytime number ? ■ My home num¬ 
ber is (413) 555-2917. ■ Call our toll-free number. ■ Did you 
get her number ? = Did she give you her number ? ■ Well, 
you’ve got my number. Give me a call sometime. ■ “May I 
speak with Sara, please?" “I’m sorry. You must have the 
wrong number." — see also 800 number 

3 a : the total amount of people or things [count] Fish were 
once plentiful in this river, but they have since declined in 
numbers. [=there are now fewer fish than there once were] ■ 
New houses are being built In record numbers. [=more new 
houses are being built now than ever before] — often + of • 
Were you surprised by the number of people who came to 
the party? ■ More should be done to decrease the number of 
violent crimes in the city. ■ Large numbers of people have 
left. [=many people have left] ■ Serious side effects were ob¬ 
served in a small number of patients. [=a few patients had se¬ 
rious side effects] ■ A good number of college students 
[=many college students] have entered the competition. ■ 
There are a number of [^several] different options to choose 
from. ■ Some students have already been absent on a number 
of occasions. ■ The dish can be prepared in any number of 
ways. [=many different ways] ■ Residents have left the city 
for any number of reasons, [noncount] They have declined in 
number. [=there are not as many of them as there were be¬ 
fore] ■ The protesters were few in number , but they were very 
loud, b numbers [plural] : a large group of people or 
things ■ There’s safety/strength In numbers. [=people are saf¬ 
er/stronger when they are together in a group] ■ They won 
the battle through sheer weight of numbers. [=they won be¬ 
cause there were so many of them] 

4 [count] a — used to indicate the position of someone or 
something in a numbered list or series ■ You’re number 7 on 
the waiting list. ■ Now serving number 28. — abbr. No. or no. 
b : the version of a magazine, newspaper, etc., that is pub¬ 
lished at a particular time ■ The article is in volume 36, num¬ 
ber 2 of this journal. ■ (Brit) the June number (=(L'5 r ) issue] of 
the magazine — abbr. No. or no. 

5 [singular] formal : a group of people ■ One of their number 
[=one of them] went missing. 

6 [count] : a song or dance that is usually performed as part 
of a concert or performance ■ For his final number he sang 
“Heartbreak Hotel.” ■ The actors broke into a song and 
dance number. 

7 [count] informal: someone or something that is attractive 
or desirable ■ She wore a cute little black number [=a small 
attractive black dress] to the dance. ■ I just bought a new car: 
a fast, blue number. • I’m going to ask that hot number ^at¬ 
tractive girl or woman] over there if she’ll dance with me. 

8 numbers [plural]: numbers that show amounts of money 
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that are spent, earned, or needed ■ We won’t be able to stay 
in business with numbers like these! • I’m afraid the numbers 
just don’t make your idea a profitable option. • I don't know 
if we can afford it. I have to look at the numbers. • I ran the 
numbers [=determined the amount of money to be spent, 
earned, etc.], and I just don’t think we can afford it. ■ When 
we sat down to crunch the numbers [=to calculate exactly 
how much money is available, needed, etc.] we realized that 
we couldn’t afford a new car. 

9 numbers [plural] chiefly US a : numbers that show how 
many people are listening to or watching a particular radio 
or television program ■ The network looked at the show’s 
numbers and decided to cancel it. b : numbers that show 
how a person (such as an athlete) has performed in the past • 
Her numbers [^statistics, stats ] make her the team’s most 
valuable player. ■ I don’t remember all of his numbers , but I 
know he made 63 home runs last year. 

10 numbers [plural] US : a gambling game in which people 
bet on which numbers will be chosen each day ■ playing the 
numbers — often used before another noun ■ an illegal num¬ 
bers game ■ the numbers racket 

11 [noncount] grammar : the quality of a word form that 
shows whether the word is singular or plural ■ A verb and its 
subject must agree in number. [=if the subject is the singular, 
the verb must be singular; if the subject is plural, the verb 
must be plural] 

bad/good (etc.) with numbers : bad, good, etc., at using 
numbers (such as for adding, subtracting, multiplying, and 
dividing) ■ What’s 43 times 12? Oh, I don't know—I’m bad/ 
lousy with numbers. [=1 am bad at mathematics] ■ Ask her 
to do the books, she’s good with numbers, 
beyond number formal + literary ; too many to count ■ a 
paradise inhabited by animal species beyond number • The 
stars are beyond number. 

by numbers or US by the numbers : in a way that follows 
the rules or instructions but that is not interesting or origi¬ 
nal ■ Dancing by the numbers isn’t good enough. You have 
to really feel the music. 

do a number on informal : to have a very bad effect on 
(someone or something) : to hurt or damage (someone or 
something) • This heavy backpack is doing a number on my 
back. ■ The scandal really did a number on his career. 
have someone’s number informal : to be able to deal with 
or defeat someone easily especially because you know or 
understand that person so well ■ She thinks she's got my 
number, but I’m going to prove her wrong. 
without number formal : too many to count ■ This area has 
been inhabited for years without number. [=for very many 
years] 

your number is up If your number is up, you are about to 
suffer or die. ■ You never know when your number is up. 
[=when you will die] 

2 number verb -bers; -bered; -ber-ing 

1 [+ obj ] : to give a number to (someone or something in a 
series) : to label or identify (people or things in a series) with 
a number ■ She numbers and arranges the photographs ac¬ 
cording to when they were taken. ■ For the quiz, take out a 
sheet of paper and number it from one to ten. [=write the 
numbers one through ten down the side of the paper] • Each 
print is signed and numbered by the artist. ■ The team’s 
coach bought all the players numbered jerseys. 

2 — used to indicate a total amount [linking verb] The pop¬ 
ulation now numbers about 400,000. [=the population is now 
about 400,000] ■ In that year, European settlers in the area 
numbered nearly 15,000. • Though his years number only 45 
[=though he is only 45 years old], he looks like an old man. 
[no obj] The animal, which once numbered in the millions, is 
now extinct. 

3 somewhat formal : to include (someone or something) as 
part of a larger group — + among or with [+ obj] She num¬ 
bers among her friends three Nobel Prize winners. = She 
numbers three Nobel Prize winners among her friends, 
[-three of her friends are Nobel Prize winners] ■ He numbers 
her with the other great poets of the time. — usually used as 
(be) numbered • John Keats is numbered [-ranked] among 
the greatest English poets. ■ I am proud to be numbered 
among those who have served our country, [no obj] She 
numbers among the best. [=she is one of the best] 

days are numbered — used to say that someone or some¬ 
thing will die, fail, or end soon. ■ The doctors have told me 
that my days are numbered. [=1 will die soon]. ■ He knew 
that his days as the team’s coach were numbered. [=that he 
was going to be fired from his job as the team’s coach 


soon] ■ The days of large gas-guar ling cars are numbered. 
[=people will not be making/buying large gas-guzzling cars 
for much longer] 

number cruncher /-‘krAn#>/ noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a 
person who collects and studies information in the form of 
numbers ■ The number crunchers in Washington are expect¬ 
ing a budget surplus by the fall. • the company’s number 
crunchers 

— number crunching noun [noncount] ■ doing some num¬ 
ber crunching 

num*ber*leSS /'nAmba-las/ adj, literary : too many to 
count ■ the numberless [= countless ] stars in the sky 
1 number one or No. 1 noun [noncount] 

1 a ; a person, thing, or position that is highest in rank : the 
most important person or thing in a group of people or 
things ■ Who’s number one in this office? • Getting the car 
fixed is number one on my list of priorities. ■ I’ll tell you why 
we can’t go on a vacation: number one , we can’t afford it, 
and number two, we’ll miss my sister’s party. ■ Two of their 
songs have gone to number one [=the highest rank] on the 
pop charts, b : the most successful person or thing in a 
group of people or things ■ Her movie is currently number 
one at the box office. ■ When the goal was scored, the fans 
started to chant, “We're number one, we’re number one." 

2 : your own happiness, health, or success : yourself • I’ve 
been taking care of other people for too long. It’s time for 
me to take care of number one. • If you don’t look out for 
number one [=if you don’t take care of yourself], who will? 

3 informal : liquid waste from the body : urine — used 
mainly by children or when speaking to children; compare 

NUMBER TWO 

2 number one or No. 1 adj : highest in rank or importance • 
Heart disease is the country’s number one [= leading ] killer of 
women. ■ My number one [=main] concern is getting my car 
fixed. ■ The book is the company’s number one seller. • Rule 
number one is don’t get caught! ■ He’s public enemy number 
one: the nation’s most wanted criminal, 
number plate noun, pi ~ plates [count] chiefly Brit : li¬ 
cense plate 

number sign noun, pi ~ signs [count] US : 3 pound 
Number Ten or Number 10 noun [singular] Brit 

1 : the place in London where the British Prime Minister 
lives 

2 : the British government 

number two noun [noncount] informal : solid waste from 
the body — used mainly by children or when speaking to 
children; compare number one 3 
numb-skull also num-skull /'nAm,skAl/ noun, pi -skulls 
[count] informal: a stupid or foolish person ■ Why did you do 
that? How can you be such a numbskull ? 
nu*mer*al Aiuimaral, Brit 'nju:maral/ noun, pi -als [count] 
: a symbol (such as 1, 2, or 3) that represents a number 

— see also Arabic numeral, roman numeral 
nu-mer-a-tor Aiuima^eitas Brit 'nju:ma,reita/ noun, pi 

-tors [count] mathematics : the number in a fraction that is 
above the line and that is divided by the number below the 
line ■ The numerator in the fraction % is 3. — compare de¬ 
nominator 

nu-mer-ic /nu'menk, Brit nju'menk/ adj : of or relating to 
numbers • a numeric code/system • a numeric keypad 
nu-mer-i-cal /nu'menkal, Brit nju'menkal/ adj : of or re¬ 
lating to numbers or a system of numbers * The files are or¬ 
ganized according to a numerical system. ■ a numerical code 
■ The files are in numerical order. 

— nu-mer.i-caMy /nu'menkli, Brit nju'menkli/ adv • The 
files are organized numerically. 

nu-me-ro uno /'nurmarou'uinou/ noun [noncount] US, in¬ 
formal : 1 number one 1 ■ The company is numero uno in 
computer technology. 

nu-mer-OUS /'nu:maras, Brit 'njuimaras/ adj [more most 
~] somewhat formal : existing in large numbers ■ They had 
numerous [=many] friends. ■ She decided to leave for numer¬ 
ous reasons. ■ The birds are becoming more numerous in this 
area. ■ The people I’d like to thank are too numerous to men¬ 
tion/list. [=there are so many of them that I can’t mention all 
their names] 

nU-mi-riOUS /'nu:manas, Brit 'njuimanas/ adj [more most 
H formal + literacy : having a mysterious, holy, or spiritual 
quality ■ Her poetry is filled with a numinous beauty, 
nu-mis-mat-ics Anuimaz'mietiks, Brit ,nju:maz'msetiks/ 
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noun [noncount] : the study or act of collecting of coins, pa¬ 
per money, and medals 

— nu-mis-mat-ic Anuimaz'mzetik, Brit ,nju:m3z'm2etik/ 
adj ■ a numismatic error — nu-mis-ma-tist /nu'mizma- 
tist, Brit nju'mizmatist/ noun, pi -tists [count] 
numskull variant spelling of NUMBSKULL 
nun /'nAn/ noun, pi nuns [count] : a woman who is a mem¬ 
ber of a religious community and who usually promises to 
remain poor, unmarried, and separate from the rest of soci¬ 
ety in order to serve God — compare monk 
nun-cio /'nAnsijou/ noun, pi -ci*os [count] : a person who is 
the Pope’s representative in a foreign country 
nun-nery /'nAnari/ noun, pi -ner-ies [count] literary + old- 
fashioned : a place where nuns live : convent 
nup-tial /’nApJal/ adj, always used before a noun, formal: of 
or relating to marriage or a wedding ceremony ■ nuptial vows 
nup-tialS /'nApJalz/ noun [plural] formal : a wedding or 
wedding ceremony ■ He was to attend the nuptials of his sis¬ 
ter. ■ The nuptials will take place in the nearby church. 

1 nurse /'na«/ noun, pi nurs-es [count] 

1 : a person who is trained to care for sick or injured people 
and who usually works in a hospital or doctor’s office ■ The 
nurse will take your blood pressure before the doctor sees 
you. ■ Nurse , may I have some water? — see also charge 

NURSE, LICENSED PRACTICAL NURSE, REGISTERED NURSE 

2 old-fashioned : a woman who is paid to take care of a 
young child usually in the child’s home — see also wet 
nurse 

2 nurse verb nurses; nursed; nurs-ing 

1 [+ obj]: to take care of or help (someone who is sick or in¬ 
jured) ■ The staff nursed me back to health. [=the staff took 
care of me until I was healthy again] ■ She is nursing her son 
through his illness. 

2 [+ obj]: to give special care or attention to (something) : to 
try to keep (something) from failing ■ The couple nursed the 
business through hard times. ■ He nursed the farm back to 
productivity. ■ The team nursed a 1-0 lead until the last in¬ 
ning. ■ The player is still out nursing an ankle injury. = The 
player is still out nursing her ankle. [=the player is caring for 
her injured ankle so that it will not get worse] 

3a[+ obj] : to feed (a baby or young animal) with milk from 
the mother’s body ■ She nursed [-breast-fed, suckled] her 
baby for several months. ■ The dog nursed her puppies, b 
[no obj] of a baby or young animal : to take milk from the 
mother’s body ■ The baby nursed for several months. ■ The 
puppies nursed for eight weeks. 

4 [+ obj] : to hold (something, such as an idea or a strong 
feeling) in your mind for a long time ■ He is not one to nurse 
a grievance/grudge. ■ She nursed a secret desire to move to 
the city. 

5 [+ obj] : to drink (something) very slowly over a long peri¬ 
od of time ■ He nursed his glass of wine. 

nurse-maid /'na^meid/ noun, pi -maids [count] old- 
fashioned : a girl or woman whose job is to take care of chil¬ 
dren 

nurse—mid-wife /na‘5 , mid,waif/ noun, pi -wives [count] 
: a nurse who is also a midwife and who delivers babies and 
cares for the mother and baby before and after the baby’s 
birth 

nurse prac-ti-tion-er /na'sprsek'ti/ana 1 / noun, pi ~ -ers 
[count] : a nurse who is trained to do some of the things a 
doctor does (such as give physical exams or order certain 
medical tests) 

nurs-ery /'nssari/ noun, pi -er-ies 

1 [count] a US : the room where a baby sleeps ■ She still 
needs to decorate the nursery before the baby comes, b 
: the room in a hospital where new babies are kept and cared 
for by nurses C old-fashioned : a room where children 
sleep, play, and are sometimes taught 

2 [count] a : a place where plants (such as trees or shrubs) 
are grown and sold ■ We get our flowers from a local nursery. 
b : a place where some young animals (such as fish) are 
grown ■ salmon nurseries 

3 Brit a [count] : a place where children are cared for dur¬ 
ing the day while their parents are working ■ She dropped 
her daughter off at the (day) nursery. [=(US) day care center] 
b [count, noncount ]: nursery school 

nurs-ery-man /'nasariman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] 
: a person who owns or works in a place where plants are 
grown and sold 

nursery rhyme noun, pi ~ rhymes [count] : a short poem 
or song for children 


nursery school noun, pi ~ schools [count, noncount] : a 
school for very young children : preschool 
nursery slope noun, pi ~ slopes [count] Brit : bunny 

SLOPE 

nurse’s aide noun, pi ~ aides [count] US : a person whose 
job is to help nurses to take care of patients 
nursing noun [noncount] : the job of taking care of people 
who are sick, injured, or old ■ She has been employed in 
nursing for several years now. ■ Nursing is difficult work. ■ He 
went to nursing school. [=a school that trains people to be 
nurses] 

nursing home noun, pi ~ homes [count] : a place where 
people who are old or who are unable to take care of them¬ 
selves can live and be taken care of 
nur-tur-ance /'n^farans/ noun [noncount] foimal : the 
love, care, and attention that you give to someone or some¬ 
thing ■ maternal nurturance 

1 nurture /'njfj/ verb -tures; -tured; -tur.ing [+ obj] 

1 : to help (something or someone) to grow, develop, or suc¬ 
ceed ■ Teachers should nurture their students’ creativity. ■ a 
professor who nurtures any student who shows true interest 
in history 

2 : to take care of (someone or something that is growing or 
developing) by providing food, protection, a place to live, 
etc. ■ The study looks at the ways parents nurture their chil¬ 
dren. ■ You have to carefully nurture the vines if you want 
them to produce good grapes. 

3 : to hold (something, such as an idea or a strong feeling) in 
your mind for a long time ■ She nurtured a secret ambition to 
be a singer. ■ nurture a dream/grudge 

— nur-tur-er /'na^fara/ noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a nurturer of 
the weak ■ She tends to be the nurturer in the family. 

2 nurture noun [noncount] formal : the care and attention giv¬ 
en to someone or something that is growing or developing ■ 
Members of the family helped in the nurture of the baby. ■ Is 
our character affected more by nature or by nurture ? [=by 
the way we are treated and taught to behave when we are 
young] 

nut /'nAt/ noun, pi nuts 

1 count] a : a small dry fruit with a hard shell that grows 
on trees, bushes, etc. ■ The squirrel cracked/opened the nut 
and ate the meat inside. ■ walnuts, almonds, peanuts, and 
other nuts — see picture on next page b : the inside part of 
a nut that is used as food ■ The squirrel sat and ate the nut. • 
Are you allergic to nuts ? ■ a bowl of nuts and raisins 

2 [count] : a piece of metal that has a hole through it so that 
it can be screwed onto a bolt or screw — see picture at car¬ 
pentry; see also lug nut, wing nut 

3 [count] informal a : a crazy or strange person ■ That guy 
is a real nut. b : a person who is very interested in or enthu¬ 
siastic about something ■ She’s a real baseball/car/health/ 
movie/travel nut. 

4 nuts [plural] informal + impolite : a man's testicles ■ He got 
kicked in the nuts. 

a hard/tough nut (to crack) : a person or thing that is diffi¬ 
cult to deal with, understand, or influence ■ The team’s de¬ 
fense is a tough nut to crack. ■ The problem is a hard nut to 
crack. ■ He’s a tough nut, but I think I can get him to agree 
to the contract. 

nuts and bolts : the basic parts or details of an activity, job, 
etc. ■ She’s still learning the nuts and bolts of the business. ■ 
Tell me what the nuts and bolts of the plan involve. 
soup to nuts see ‘soup 

— nut-like /‘nAt,laik/ adj [more most ~] ■ The cake had a 

nutlike [-nutty] taste, n 

nut-brown /'nAt'braun/ adj : medium brown or dark 
brown in color ■ nut-brown hair 
nut-case /'nAt,keis/ noun, pi -cas-es [count] informal : a 
crazy or very strange person ■ He’s a total/complete nutcase. 
nut-crack-er /'nAt,kr2eka 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a tool or 
device that is used to open the shells of nuts 
nut-hatch /'nAtphsetf/ noun, pi -hatch-es [count] : a small 
bird with a narrow beak and short tail 
nut-house /'nAt,haus/ noun, pi -hous*es [count] US, infor¬ 
mal + old-fashioned : a hospital for people who are mentally 
ill — usually used figuratively ■ This office is a nuthouse. [=a 
place where there is a lot of confusion, disorganization, etc.] 
nut-meg /'nAt,meg/ noun [noncount] : a spice made from 
the hard seed of a tropical tree and used in cooking and bak¬ 
ing 

nu-tra-ceu-ti-cal /,nu:tra'su:tikal, Brit ^juitra'sjuitikal/ 
noun, pi -cals [count] technical : a specially treated food, vi- 
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nuts 




pistachios hazelnuts, filberts (chiefly US) 


Brazil nuts. Brazils [Brit) pecans 

tamin, mineral, herb, etc., that you eat or drink in order to 
improve your health 

nu*tri*ent /'nurtrijant, Brit 'njuitrijant/ noun, pi -ents 
[count] technical: a substance that plants, animals, and peo¬ 
ple need to live and grow ■ Fruits and vegetables have impor¬ 
tant nutrients. ■ The soil is low in nutrients. ■ You need more 
nutrients in your diet. 

— nutrient adj, always used before a noun ■ the nutrient com¬ 
position of different foods ■ The disease is caused by nutri¬ 
ent deficiencies. 

nU"tri*tion /nu'tnjan, Brit nju'tnjan/ noun [noncount] : the 
process of eating the right kind of food so you can grow 
properly and be healthy ■ The speaker discussed diet and nu¬ 
trition with the class. ■ good nutrition and proper exercise 

— nu.tri-tion-al /nu'tnjanal, Brit nju'tnjanal/ adj [more 
most ~] ■ a nutritional supplement [=a vitamin, herb, etc., 
that you take in order to help your body be healthy] ■ the 
nutritional value of fruits and vegetables — nu»tri*tion*al- 
ly adv ■ a nutritionally complete meal 

nil*tri*tion*ist /nu'tnjanist, Brit nju'tnjamst/ noun, pi 
-ists [count] : a person whose job is to give advice on how 
food affects your health 

nu-tri-tious /nu'tnjas, Brit nju'tnjas/ adj [more most ~~] 
: having substances that a person or animal needs to be 
healthy and grow properly : promoting good health and 
growth ■ highly nutritious salad greens ■ The food was both 
nutritious and delicious. 

nu-tri-tive /'nuitrativ, Brit 'nju.trativ/ adj, always used be¬ 
fore a noun, technical : of or relating to nutrition ■ the nutri¬ 
tive value of certain grains 

1 nuts /‘riAts/ adj, not used before a noun [more most ~] in¬ 
formal 

1 : crazy ■ They looked at me like I was nuts. • She’s going 
to drive me nuts [=make me crazy; make me go insane] with 
her jealousy. 

2 a : very enthusiastic about or interested in something — 
often + about ■ He was nuts [ =crazy] about baseball, b : feel¬ 
ing affection or love for someone or something — often +for 
or about ■ She is nuts for children and animals. [=she loves 
children and animals] ■ He’s nuts about her. [=he’s deeply in 
love with her] 

go nuts 1 : to become mentally ill: to become insane ■ She 
went nuts [=went crazy] and started to believe that everyone 
was trying to kill her. 2 : to act in a way that is wild or out 
of control because of strong emotion ■ The crowd went 
nuts when the team won the championship. ■ When Dad 
sees you broke the window, he’s going to go nut y. 

2 nutS interj, US, informal + old-fashioned — used to express 
anger, disappointment, etc. ■ Aw nuts] 1 broke my glasses! 






nut-shell /'iiAtJel/ noun,pi -shells [count ]: the hard outer 
shell of a nut 

in a nutshell: very briefly • And that, in a nutshell, is what 
happened. ■ To put it in a nutshell, the party was a disaster, 
nut-ter /'n\t?r/ noun, pi -ters [count] Brit, informal : a crazy 
or strange person : nut ■ He’s a complete nutter. 
nut-ty /'nAti/ adj nut-ti-er; -est 

1 a : tasting or smelling like nuts ■ candy with a nutty taste ■ 
a nutty coffee b : containing nuts • a nutty candy bar 

2 informal a : silly, strange, or foolish ■ What a nutty idea. ■ 
He’s got some nutty [=weird] friends, b : mentally ill ■ Her 
aunt’s a little nutty, [-crazy] 

— nut-ti-ness noun [noncount] • I noticed some nuttiness in 
the coffee’s taste. ■ the sheer nuttiness of the idea 

nuz-zle /Wzal/ verb nuz-zles; nuz-zled; nuz-zling : to 
gently push or rub your nose or face against (someone or 
something) to show affection [+ obj] She nuzzled his neck. ■ 
The dog nuzzled my leg. [no obj] The dog nuzzled (up) 
against my leg. ■ He nuzzled into her neck. 

NV abbr Nevada 

NW abbr northwest, northwestern 
NWT abbr Northwest Territories 
NY abbr New York 
NYC abbr New York City 
ny-lon / l nai,la:n/ noun, pi -Ions 

1 [noncount] : a strong material that is made from a chemi¬ 
cal process and that is used for making clothes, ropes, and 
other products ■ The rope is made of nylon. — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ a nylon rope 

2 nylons [plural] : clothing for women made of nylon that 
fits closely over the feet and legs and goes up to the waist ■ a 
pair of nylons [=pantyhose, stockings] 

nymph /'mmf/ noun, pi nymphs [count] 

1 in stories : a spirit in the shape of a young woman who lives 
in mountains, forests, meadows, and water 

2 technical : a young insect that has almost the same form as 
the adult 

nym-phet /mm'fet/ noun, pi -phets [count] : a sexually at¬ 
tractive girl 

nym-pho /'mmfou/ noun, pi -phos [count] informal : nym¬ 
phomaniac 

nym-pho-ma-ni-ac /^imfa'memhsek/ noun, pi -acs 
[count] : a woman who has an unusually strong desire to 
have sex very often 

— nym-pho-ma-ni-a /.mmfa'meinija/ noun [noncount] 
somewhat technical ■ a patient affected with nymphomania 

NZ abbr New Zealand 
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OorO /'ou/ noun, pi o’s or os or O’s or Os /'ouz/ 

1 : the 15th letter of the English alphabet [count] a word 
that starts with an o [noncount] a word that starts with o 

2 [count] : the number zero — used in speech when referring 
to numbers ■ I live in apartment number three o two. [=302] 

3 [count] — used as a mark at the end of a letter, an e-mail, 
etc., to represent a hug • XO, Mom 

O’ also O /'ou/ prep : ‘of — used in some words and infor¬ 
mally in some phrases ■ jack-o’-lantern ■ a cup o’ tea 
O variant spelling of 1 OH 

Oaf /'ouf/ noun, pi oafs [count] : a stupid or awkward person 

— usually used for a man ■ Get out of the way, you big oaf. 

— oaf-ish /'oufijy adj [more most —] ■ an oafish bore 
— oaf-ish-ly adv — oaf-ish*ness noun [noncount] 

oak /'ouk/ noun, pi oaks or oak 

1 [count] : a type of tree that grows in northern parts of the 
world and that produces acorns ■ Tall oaks line the street. — 
called also oak tree', see also poison oak 

2 [noncount] : the wood of an oak tree ■ The table is solid 
oak. • oak floors/chairs ■ The cabinets are made of oak. 

— oak-en /'oukan/ adj, always used before a noun ■ oaken 
[=(more commonly) oak] floors/chairs 

OAP /,ou,ei'pi:/ noun, pi OAPs [count] Brit, old-fashioned : a 
person who is old enough to receive a government pension ■ 
reduced prices for OAPs [= senior citizens] ->■ OAP is an abbre¬ 
viation for “old-age pensioner.” 
oar /'oa 1 / noun, pi oars [count] : a long pole that is flat and 
wide at one end and that is used for rowing and steering a 
boat Oars are usually used in pairs with one oar on each 
side of the boat. ■ She gripped the oars and began rowing the 
boat to shore. — see picture at boat; compare paddle 
get/put/stick your oar in Brit, informal : to give people 
your opinion when they do not want it 
oardock /'oa*|la:k/ noun, pi -locks [count] : a part that 
holds an oar in place on either side of a boat — called also 
(Brit) rowlock 

OarS*man /'oa^man/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] : a per¬ 
son who rows a boat especially as a member of a racing team 

— called also rower 

oars*WOITl*an /'oa*z,woman/ noun, pi -wom-en /-,wiman/ 
[count] : a woman who rows a boat especially as a member 
of a racing team — called also rower 
oa*sis /ou'eisas/ noun, pi oa-ses /ou'ei,si:z/ [count] 

1 : an area in a desert where there is water and plants ■ a 
desert oasis 

2 a : a pleasant place that is surrounded by something un¬ 
pleasant ■ The small park is a welcome oasis amid the city’s 
many factories. ■ an oasis of quiet b : a time or experience 
that is pleasant and restful ■ Our brief trip to the beach was a 
much-needed oasis in a summer of hard work. 

oat /'out/ noun, pi oats 

1 [noncount] : a kind of grain that is widely grown — often 
used before another noun ■ oat bran/flour 

2 oats [plural] : the seeds of the oat plant used as feed for 
farm animals and in foods (such as bread and oatmeal) for 
people 

feel your oats US, informal : to feel new confidence and en¬ 
ergy ■ He’s really been feeling his oats since he was given 
that promotion. 

sow your (wild) oats see ‘sow 
oath /'ou0/ noun, pi oaths /'oubz/ [count] 

1 : a formal and serious promise to tell the truth or to do 
something ■ They were required to take/swear an oath of 
loyalty. [=promise formally to remain loyal] ■ an oath to de¬ 
fend the nation ■ an oath of office [=an official promise by a 
person who has been elected to a public office to fulfill the 
duties of the office according to the law] 

2 old-fashioned : an offensive or rude word that is used to 
express anger, frustration, surprise, etc. ■ He uttered an oath 
and walked away. 

under oath also on oath law : having made a formal prom¬ 
ise to tell the truth in a court of law ■ In a U.S. court of law, 
a witness must swear under oath to tell “the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth.” ■ He said in testi¬ 


mony given under oath that he was not there the night of 
the crime. 

Oat*meal /'out,mi:l/ noun [noncount] 

1 : oats that have been ground into flour or flattened into 
flakes ■ grinding oats into oatmeal — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ oatmeal cookies 

2 US : a hot breakfast food that is made from oats ■ a bowl 
of oatmeal — called also (Brit) porridge 

Ob*dlJ*rate /'cubdarat, Brit 'obdjarat/ adj [more most ~] 
formal : refusing to do what other people want : not willing 
to change your opinion or the way you do something : stub¬ 
born ■ He is known for his obdurate determination. ■ Offi¬ 
cials at the hospital were obdurate. [=adamant] The patient 
could have no visitors. 

— ob-du-ra-cy /'cubdarasi, Brit 'obdjarasi/ noun [noncount] 
■ Her obduracy angered them. — ob-du-rate-ly adv 

Obe*di*ent /ou'bi:dijant/ adj [more most —] : willing to 
do what someone tells you to do or to follow a law, rule, etc. 
: willing to obey ■ obedient to the law ■ an obedient child/dog 
-Opposite DISOBEDIENT 

— obe-di-ence /ou'biidijans/ noun [noncount] • blind/un¬ 
questioning obedience ■ Students are expected to act in 
obedience to the rules of the school. [=are expected to 
obey the rules of the school] ■ He’s been taking his dog to 
obedience classes/school/training. — obe-di-ent-ly adv ■ 
The children stood obediently in line. 

Obei*sance /ou'biisns/ noun, pi -sanc-es formal 

1 [count] : a movement of your body (such as bowing) that 
shows respect for someone or something ■ making obeisanc¬ 
es to the king [=bowing to the king] 

2 [noncount] : respect for someone or something ■ They paid 
obeisance to him. [=they showed or expressed great respect 
for him] 

obe-lisk /'cuba.lisk / noun,pi -lisks [count] 

: a tall, four-sided stone column that be¬ 
comes narrower toward the top and that 
ends in a point 

Obese /ou'biis/ ad ’/ [more most —]: very 

fat: fat in a way that is unhealthy • provid¬ 
ing medical treatment for obese patients 

— obe-si-ty /ou'bi:sati/ noun [noncount] ■ 
the problem of obesity in children 

obey /ou'bei/ verb obeys; obeyed; 
obeying : to do what someone tells you 
to do or what a rule, law, etc., says you 
must do [+ obj] His dog has learned to 
obey several commands. ■ He always obeys 
his parents. ■ obey the law ■ The children 
must obey the rules. ■ Falling objects obey 
the laws of physics. [=falling objects move 
in a way that agrees with the laws of physics] [no obj] The 
children must learn to obey. • This dog does not obey. [=does 
not do what it is told to do] — opposite disobey 

Ob-fus*Cate /'cnbfa.skeit/ verb -cates; -cat*ed; -cat-ing 
formal : to make (something) more difficult to understand 
[+ obj ] Politicians keep obfuscating the issues, [no obj] Their 
explanations only serve to obfuscate and confuse. 

— ob-fus-ca-tion /^ibfa'skeijan/ noun [noncount] 

Ob—gyn /.ot^bii.cbiijwai'en/ noun, pi ob—gyns [count] US, 
medical : a doctor who deals with the birth of children and 
with diseases that affect the reproductive system of women ■ 
She has an appointment with her ob-gyn tomorrow. ■ an ob- 
gyn practice/specialist Ob-gyn comes from shortened 
forms of the words “obstetrician” and “gynecologist.” 

OB-GYN abbr obstetrics-gynecology 

Obit /ou'bit, Brit 'obit/ noun, pi obits [count] informal : obit¬ 
uary 

Obit*U*ary /ou'bitfa,weri, Brit a'bitfuari/ noun, pi -ar*ies 
[count] : an article in a newspaper about the life of someone 
who has died recently ■ I read/saw her obituary in the news¬ 
paper. ■ an obituary writer/notice — sometimes used figura¬ 
tively ■ The company is not doing well, but it’s too soon to 
write an/its obituary. [=too soon to think that the company 
will fail] 

Obj abbr object 



obelisk 




object • oblique 


1112 


1 0 bject /'aibcfeikt/ noun, pi -jects 

1 [count] : a thing that you can see and touch and that is not 
alive ■ There were three objects in the box: a comb, a pen, 
and a button. ■ an inanimate object [=a thing that is not alive, 
such as a rock, a chair, a book, etc.] 

2 [ count] a : someone or something that makes you feel a 
specified emotion — + of a The book’s lead character is both 
an object of desire and an object of pity. [=the lead character 
is both desired and pitied by other characters in the book] ■ 
She is the object of his affection, b : someone or something 
that your attention or interest is directed toward — often + 
of m The object of study in her research is the human brain. 

— see also sex object 

3 [ singular ] : the goal or aim of a plan or action : the reason 
or purpose for an activity ■ His object is to determine how 
much the business will cost to operate. — usually + of m The 
object of the game is to score the most points. 

4 [count] grammar : a noun, noun phrase, or pronoun that 
receives the action of a verb or completes the meaning of a 
preposition — compare subject; see also direct object, 
INDIRECT OBJECT 

no object — used to say that something is not important or 
worth worrying about ■ When they take a vacation, money 
is no object [=they don’t worry about how much some¬ 
thing costs] They always stay at the most expensive places. 

■ If cost was/were no object [=if cost did not matter; if we 
had enough money] we’d buy a new car instead of fixing 
the old one. 

2 ob»|'ect /ab'c&ekt/ verb -jects; -ject-ed; -ject-ing 

1 [no obj]: to disagree with something or oppose something • 
No one objected when the paintings were removed. ■ (law) 
“Your honor, I object. That question is misleading.” — often 
+ to ■ A number of people objected to the proposed changes. ■ 
Many people object to [=do not like] the amount of violence 
on television. 

2 [+ obj] : to say (something that explains why you oppose 
something or disagree) ■ “We can’t buy the chair,” he object¬ 
ed. “It won’t fit in the car.” — often + that • He objected that 
the chair was too big to fit in the car. 

— ob-jec-tor /ab'tfeekta 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] — see also 
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR 

ob'jec-ti'fy /3b*<feekt3,fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing [+ obj] 
disapproving : to treat (someone) as an object rather than as 
a person ■ She says beauty pageants objectify women. 

— ob-jec*ti*fi-ca*tion /dbicfecktafd’keijdn/ noun [noncount] 

■ the objectification of women 
Qb»iec*tion /ab'cfeekjan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : a reason for disagreeing with or opposing something : a 
reason for objecting [count] My main objection is that some 
people will have to pay more than others. — often + to ■ His 
main objection to buying the car is that it’s too expensive. ■ 
People have raised/voiced a number of objections to the pro¬ 
posed changes, [noncount] She doesn’t have any objection to 
going. = She’s made no objection to going. ■ He said he had no 
objection to the plan. 

2 law a [count] : an act of formally objecting to something 
during a trial. ■ The prosecutor’s objection was sustained. 
[=the judge agreed that the prosecutor was right to object] 
b — used as an inteijection by lawyers during trials when 
they think something is not fair or proper • Objection ! That 
question is misleading. 

Ob*jeC-tion-able /ab'cfeekjanabal/ adj [more most ~] 
: not good or right ■ Some people find the taste of the water 
objectionable [-unpleasant], but I think it’s fine. : causing 
people to be offended ■ He won’t allow his children to watch 
television shows with objectionable [-offensive] language. 

— ob-jec-tion-ably /ab'tfeekjanabli/ adv • behaving objec¬ 
tionably 

1 Ob»ieC«tive /3b'<fcektiv/ ad; 

1 [more most ~] : based on facts rather than feelings or 
opinions ■ We need someone outside the company to give us 
an objective analysis. • Scientists must be objective. : not in¬ 
fluenced by feelings ■ It’s hard to be objective [ -fair , unbi¬ 
ased] about my own family. — opposite subjective 

2 philosophy : existing outside of the mind : existing in the 
real world • objective reality 

3 grammar : relating to nouns, noun phrases, or pronouns 
that are the objects of verbs or prepositions ■ The pronoun 
“her” is in the objective [=accusative] case in the sentence “I 
saw her.” — compare subjective 

— ob-jec-tive-ly adv • Scientists must look at facts objective¬ 
ly. ■ It’s hard to think objectively about your own family. 


— ob-jec*tiv-i-ty /.cub.tfeek'tivati/ noun [noncount] ■ The 
passionate tone of the article made me question the au¬ 
thor’s objectivity. 

2 obiectiye noun, pi -tives 

1 [count] : something you are trying to do or achieve : a goal 
or purpose ■ The main/primary objective of the class is to 
teach basic typing skills. ■ She’s expanding the business with 
the objective of improving efficiency. • We’ve set specific ob¬ 
jectives for each day. 

2 [count] : objective lens 

3 [noncount] grammar : accusative 

objective lens noun, pi ~ lenses [count] technical : a lens 
or system of lenses in a microscope, telescope, etc., that 
forms an image of an object — called also objective 
Object lesson noun,pi -sons [count] : an example from 
real life that teaches a lesson or explains something ■ His life 
story is an object lesson in how not to run a business. 

Ob-jet d art /,a:bi 3 ei a d a^l noun, pi ob-jets d’art 
/•cubtfei'daa 1 / [count] : a small object that is valued because 
it is beautiful or interesting : an object that has artistic value 

■ The house is decorated with objets d'art from around the 
world. — called also objet 

ob*li*gate /'aibla.geit/ verb -gates; -gat-ed; -gat-ing [+ 

obj ] : to make (a person or organization) do something be¬ 
cause the law requires it or because it is the right thing to do 

■ The contract obligates the firm to complete the work in six 
weeks. — usually used as (be) obligated ■ You are legally obli¬ 
gated to repay the loan. = You are obligated by law to repay 
the loan. ■ I feel obligated to return his call. 

ob*li-ga-tion /,a:bl3'geij3n/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : something that you must do because of a law, rule, prom¬ 
ise, etc. [count] The firm must fulfill its obligations under 
the contract. = The firm must fulfill its contractual obliga¬ 
tions. ■ legal/financial/constitutional obligations ■ Both land¬ 
lord and tenant should know their rights and obligations, 
[^responsibilities] [noncount] You can try the machine for 
free without obligation. [=without being required to buy it or 
to do anything else] ■ You are not under any obligation to 
stay. [=you are not required to stay] • You’re under no (legal) 
obligation to return the money. [=there is no law that re¬ 
quires you to return the money; you do not have to return 
the money] 

2 : something that you must do because it is morally right 
[count] family/social obligations ■ She believes that all people 
have a moral obligation to defend human rights. ■ He argues 
that people in a community have certain obligations to each 
other. ■ She failed to fulfill her obligations as a parent, [non¬ 
count] We visited them out of a sense of obligation. [=a feel¬ 
ing that it was the right thing to do] 

oblig-a-to-ry /a'bligajtori, Brit a'bhgatri/ adj 

1 formal : required by a law or rule ■ obligatory [= mandato¬ 
ry] military service ■ The training is obligatory for all person¬ 
nel. 

2 always used before a noun, humorous : always or often in¬ 
cluded as a familiar and expected part of something ■ This 
action movie includes the obligatory chase scenes. 

Oblige /a'blaicfe/ verb oblig-es; obliged; oblig-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to force or require (someone or something) to do 
something because of a law or rule or because it is necessary 
• The law obliges the government to release certain docu¬ 
ments to the public. ■ Her job obliges her to work overtime 
and on weekends. — usually used as (be) obliged ■ The gov¬ 
ernment is obliged [= required , obligated] by law to release 
certain documents to the public. 

2 : to do something that someone has asked you to do : to 
do a favor for (someone) [+ obj] She’s always ready to oblige 
her friends, [no obj] “Thank you for your help.” “I'm happy/ 
glad to oblige." • They asked for food and he obliged with 
soup and sandwiches. 

- see also noblesse oblige 

Obliged adj, not used before a noun, old-jashioned : very 
grateful: thankful • I’d be much obliged if you’d hold the 
door for me. • We felt obliged [=indebted] to them for all their 
help. ■ You’ve been so helpful. We are much obliged. [=we are 
very grateful; we thank you very much] 

Obliging adj [more most ~]: willing to help : helpful in a 
friendly way ■ An obliging passerby helped her with her 
packages. 

— oblig-ing-ly adv • A passerby obligingly helped her with 
her packages. 

1 0blique /ou'bliik/ ad) [more most ~] 

1 : not direct : not stated directly • She made only oblique 
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[=indirect\ references to the scandal in her speech. 

2 of a line : having a slanting direction or position : neither 
perpendicular nor parallel • The short lines of the letter “k” 
are oblique lines. 

— oblique-ly adv ■ She referred to the scandal obliquely in 
her speech. — oblique*ness noun [noncount] • The po¬ 
em’s obliqueness is what interests me. 

2 oblique noun, pi obliques [count] Brit : 2 slash 4 
Oblique angle noun, pi ~ angles [count] mathematics : an 
angle that is not 90 degrees : an acute or obtuse angle ■ The 
dancer held his leg at an oblique angle to his body. 
oblit*er*ate /a'blita^eit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing [+ obj] 
: to destroy (something) completely so that nothing is left • 
The tide eventually obliterated [=wiped out] all evidence of 
our sand castles. — often used as (be) obliterated ■ The gar¬ 
den was obliterated in the hurricane. 

— oblit*er*a>tion /a^lita'reijan/ noun [noncount] 
obliv-i-on /a'blivijan/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the state of something that is not remembered, used, or 
thought about any more ■ The technology is destined/headed 
for oblivion. ■ The names of the people who lived here long 
ago have faded/drifted into oblivion. ■ His theories have fad¬ 
ed into scientific oblivion. ■ Her work was rescued from 
oblivion when it was rediscovered in the early 1900s. 

2 : the state of being unconscious or unaware : the state of 
not knowing what is going on around you ■ After being 
awake for three days straight, he longed for the oblivion of 
sleep. ■ She drank herself into oblivion. 

3 : the state of being destroyed • The little village was bull¬ 
dozed into oblivion to make way for the airport. 

ObliV«i*OUS /a'blivijas/ adj [more most ~]: not conscious 
or aware of someone or something ■ We called out to them, 
but they remained oblivious. [=they did not notice us] — 
usually + of or to ■ He was completely oblivious of[=unaware 
of] the fact that he’d offended them. ■ She kept dancing, 
oblivious to everyone around her. 

— obliv-i-ous-ly adv- obliv*i*ous-ness noun [noncount] 
Ob*long /*a:,bla:r)/ adj 

1 US : longer in one direction than in the other direction ■ an 
oblong [=ovaf] loop ■ the plant’s oblong leaves 

2 chiefly Brit : having four straight sides that meet at right 
angles and having two opposite sides that are short and two 
opposite sides that are long ■ an oblong [= rectangular] block 
of wood 

— oblong noun, pi -longs [count] • Draw an oblong. 
ob-lo-quy /*a:bbkwi/ noun [noncount] formal 

1 : harsh or critical statements about someone ■ a victim of 
hatred and obloquy 

2 : the condition of someone who lost the respect of other 
people ■ For years they endured the obloquy [=shame] that 
follows scandal. 

ob-nox-ious /ab'naikjas/ adj [more most ~] : unpleas¬ 
ant in a way that makes people feel offended, annoyed, or 
disgusted ■ He said some really obnoxious things about his 
ex-girlfriend at the party. ■ Some teenagers were being loud 
and obnoxious. ■ an obnoxious smell 

— ob-nox>iouS'ly adv • obnoxiously loud music — ob-nox- 
ious-ness noun [noncount] 

oboe /'oubou/ noun, pi oboes [count] : a musical instru¬ 
ment that is shaped like a tube and that is played by blowing 
into a small, thin piece at the top of the tube — see picture at 
WOODWIND 

— obo-ist /'oubowist/ noun, pi -ists [count] ■ He’s an oboist 
in the city’s orchestra. 

Ob-SCene /ab'si:n/ adj [more —; most ~] 

1 a : relating to sex in an indecent or offensive way ■ The 
book is filled with obscene [^(informed) dirty] pictures. ■ He 
was accused of making obscene phone calls, b : very offen¬ 
sive in usually a shocking way • obscene lyrics/language • He 
made an obscene gesture at the driver who cut him off. 

2 : so large an amount or size as to be very shocking or un¬ 
fair ■ The company’s executives earn obscene salaries. ■ He 
spends an obscene amount of money on clothes. 

3 : morally disturbing or upsetting ■ What an obscene [= dis¬ 
gusting] waste of money! 

— ob-scene-ly adv • obscenely wealthy/rich 
Ob*SCen*i*ty /ab'senati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount]: the quality or state of being obscene ■ He was 
arrested for obscenity. = He was arrested on obscenity charg¬ 
es. 

2 [noncount] : obscene words or actions ■ The author uses 
obscenity to make a point about the culture. 


3 [count] : an offensive word : swearword — usually plu¬ 
ral ■ People were shouting/screaming/yelling obscenities at 
one another. ■ The song’s lyrics are full of obscenities. 
Ob*SCU*ran*tism /ab'skjaran^izam/ noun [noncount] for¬ 
mal : the practice of keeping knowledge or understanding 
about something from people : the policy of not letting peo¬ 
ple know something • secrecy and political obscurantism 

— ob-scu*rant*ist /ab'skjarantist/ adj ■ obscurantist art 
1 Ob*SCUre /ab'skja 1 / adj [more most ~] 

1 : not well-known : not known to most people ■ obscure 
books/titles ■ a little antique shop in an obscure [= out-of-the- 
way ] comer of the city 

2 a : difficult to understand : likely to be understood by 
only a few people ■ The movie is full of obscure references 
that only pop culture enthusiasts will understand, b : diffi¬ 
cult or impossible to know completely and with certainty ■ 
The origins of the language are obscure. 

— ob-scure-ly adv ■ an obscurely titled book 

synonyms obscure, vague, and ambiguous mean not 
clearly understandable. OBSCURE often suggests a mean¬ 
ing that cannot be easily understood because it has not 
been clearly expressed or because special knowledge is 
needed. ■ an obscure poem vague suggests something 
that cannot be described clearly. • She felt a vague sense of 
obligation. It can also describe something that is difficult 
to understand because it is not specific. ■ vague instruc¬ 
tions ambiguous describes language that can be under¬ 
stood in more than one way. ■ an ambiguous statement 

2 obscure verb -scures; -scured; -scur-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make (something) difficult to understand or know : to 
make (something) obscure ■ The true history has been ob¬ 
scured by legends about what happened. ■ They accused the 
company of trying to obscure the fact that the product poses 
a health risk. 

2 : to hide or cover (something) : to be in front of (some¬ 
thing) so that it cannot be seen ■ Low clouds obscured the 
mountains. = The mountains were obscured by low clouds. ■ 
Her view of the game was obscured [Mocked] by a post. 

ob*SCU*ri-ty /ab'skjarati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : the state of being unknown or forgotten ■ In 
recent years, the tradition has emerged from obscurity. ■ He 
has been living in relative obscurity in a small town in the 
mountains. ■ After a promising first novel, she faded/sank 
into obscurity. 

2 a [count] : something that is difficult to understand — 
usually plural ■ The essay is full of obscurities, b [noncount] 

: the quality of being difficult to understand ■ A good writer 
avoids obscurity of language. [=does not use words people 
are not likely to understand] 

0b*se*quies /'aibsakwiz/ noun [plural] formal : the acts 
that make up a funeral ceremony ■ solemn obsequies 
Ob-Se-qui*OUS /ab'siikwijas/ adj [more most ~] disap¬ 
proving : too eager to help or obey someone important ■ 
She’s constantly followed by obsequious assistants who will 
do anything she tells them to. 

— ob-se-qui*ous-ly adv ■ smiling obsequiously [=smiling in 
a way that shows that you are obsequious] — ob-se-qui- 
ous-ness noun [noncount] 

ob-serv-able /ab'zavabal/ adj : possible to see or notice 
: able to be observed ■ The trend is observable [=noticeable, 
perceptible] all over the country. ■ the size of the observable 
universe 

— ob*serv-ably /ab'zavabli/ adv ■ observably different 
ob*ser*vance /ab'zavans/ noun, pi -vanc-es 

1 [noncount] : the practice of following a custom, rule, law, 
etc. • Sabbath observance — often + of ■ strict observance of 
the law/ban/rule ■ The office will be closed in observance of 
the holiday. 

2 [count] : an act that is part of a ceremony or ritual ■ a spe¬ 
cial holiday observance — usually plural • religious/ritual ob¬ 
servances 

ob-ser-vant /ab'zavant/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : good at watching and listening : good at noticing what is 
going on around you ■ A particularly observant child, he no¬ 
ticed even the slightest changes in the classroom. ■ Good re¬ 
porters are keenly observant of everything around them. 

2 : careful to follow religious teachings or customs ■ an ob¬ 
servant Jew/Muslim = a Jew/Muslim who is observant of Jew- 
ish/Islamic law ■ The family is strictly observant. 

1 ob»ser«va*tion Aaibsa-'veijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count ]: a statement about something you have noticed : a 
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comment or remark ■ I’m not criticizing that kind of cloth¬ 
ing. I'm just making an observation about the style. ■ Her 
constant observations about the weather bored me. 
synonyms see 1 remark 

2 a [noncount] : the act of careful watching and listening 
: the activity of paying close attention to someone or some¬ 
thing in order to get information ■ These facts are based on 
close observation of the birds in the wild. ■ Children learn by 
observation. ■ The author’s excellent powers of observation 
[=ability to notice and pay close attention to things] are evi¬ 
dent in the book’s detailed descriptions. ■ The plants seem to 
have recovered from the disease, but they are still under ob¬ 
servation. [=someone is watching them carefully] ■ He has 
been under government observation [=the government has 
been watching him carefully] for six months. ■ They’re keep¬ 
ing him at the hospital lor observation [=so that doctors can 
watch him carefully] for another few days, b [count] 

: something you notice by watching and listening ■ Observa¬ 
tions made using the telescope have led to new theories. ■ 
Some interesting observations came from the study. ■ scien¬ 
tific observations C [count] : a written or spoken report or 
description of something that you have noticed or studied ■ 
He recorded his observations in a notebook. 

3 [noncount] : the act of doing what is required by a custom, 
rule, law, etc. : observance — usually + of ■ observation of 
the law 

— ob*ser*va*tion*al /^ibs^'veijan]/ adj ■ observational da¬ 
ta/skills 

Observation adj, always used before a noun : designed to be 
used while watching people or things ■ observation airplanes/ 
helicopters ■ an observation deck/platform/post/tower 
ob-ser-va-to-ry /ab'za^tori, Brit ab'zarvatri/ noun, pi 
-lies [count] : a special building for studying stars, planets, 
weather, etc. : a building from which scientists study and 
watch the sky • the McDonald Observatory 

observe /ab'zaw/ verb -serves; -served; -serv-ing 

1 : to watch and sometimes also listen to (someone or some¬ 
thing) carefully [+ obj] The class will be observing the move¬ 
ments of fish. ■ The patient must be observed constantly. ■ 
Children learn by observing their parents and others. ■ The 
story is a closely/well observed [=very realistic] portrait of 
the city, [no obj] The new teacher will give the lesson today 
and the principal will observe. 

2 [+ obj] : to see and notice (someone or something) ■ We ob¬ 
served a large flock of birds heading north. ■ He observed two 
children playing with marbles on the street comer. ■ She ob¬ 
served that every man in the room had removed his hat. ■ 
Few cases of the disease have been observed in humans. 

3 [+ obj] : to make a comment about something you notice ■ 
“The paint,” she observed [= remarked', said], “is already start¬ 
ing to peel.” ■ Looking around at the shuttered houses, he 
observed [-commented] that the island was entirely different 
in the winter. 

4 [+ obj] : to do what a custom, rule, law, etc., says you 
should do ■ The game will continue only when both teams 
agree to observe [= follow] the rules. • observing [-keeping] the 
Sabbath 

5 [+ obj] : to celebrate (a holiday) or honor (a person or 
event) ■ We’ll observe Independence Day at home this year. ■ 
They observed a moment of silence to remember their loved 
ones. 

ob-serv-er /ab'za-v^/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who sees and notices someone or something ■ 
According to one observer , the event was poorly organized. ■ 
The star is not visible to an observer without a telescope. ■ 
Even a casual observer [=even someone who is not looking 
carefully] can tell that the building is in need of repair. 

2 : a person who pays close attention to something and is 
considered to be an expert on that thing ■ According to one 
military observer, this change comes after years of planning. ■ 
Observers say the economy is improving. 

3 : a person who is present at something (such as a meeting) 
in order to watch and listen to what happens ■ The class has 
an observer today, so please be on your best behavior. 

4 — used in the names of newspapers and magazines ■ the 
Raleigh News and Observer • the London Observer 

ob*sess /ab'ses/ verb -sess-es; -sessed; -sess-ing 
1 [+ obj] : to be the only person or thing that someone thinks 
or talks about ■ The war obsesses him—he talks about noth¬ 
ing else. — usually used as (be) obsessed ■ He is obsessed by 
the war. ■ She was obsessed with her weight. [=she thought 


about her weight all the time] • She became more and more 
obsessed with the project. 

2 [no obj] informal : to think and talk about someone or 
something too much ■ You need to stop obsessing and just 
deal with the problem. — usually + about or over ■ I’m trying 
to obsess less about my weight. ■ He’s always obsessing over 
money. 

ob-ses-sion /ab'sejan/ noun, pi -sions 

1 : a state in which someone thinks about someone or some¬ 
thing constantly or frequently especially in a way that is not 
normal [count] He was fascinated by the actress and track¬ 
ing her every move had become an obsession. • She has an 
obsession about cleanliness. • the object of her obsession 
[=the thing that she is obessed about] ■ The restaurant’s 
menu is evidence of the chefs lifelong obsession with inter¬ 
national cuisines. [=the chefs lifelong interest in internation¬ 
al cuisines] [noncount] Her concern about cleanliness ap¬ 
proaches the level of obsession. ■ He’s concerned about 
money to the point of obsession. [=he is very/too concerned 
about money] 

2 [count] a : someone or something that a person thinks 
about constantly or frequently ■ Cleanliness is her obsession. 
~ Cleanliness is an obsession with her. ■ Money has become 
an obsession for him. b : an activity that someone is very 
interested in or spends a lot of time doing ■ Stamp collecting 
has become an obsession with/for me. [=1 have become ob¬ 
sessed with collecting stamps] 

— ob-ses-sion*al /ab'se/anj/ adj [more most ~] ■ obses¬ 
sional [=(more commonly) obsessive] thinking 

1 Ob-ses»sive /ab'sesiv/ adj [more —; most ~] : thinking 
about something or someone too much or in a way that is 
not normal: having an obsession ■ Many dancers are obses¬ 
sive about their weight. ■ He is an obsessive workaholic who 
never stops thinking about his job. : showing or relating to 
an obsession ■ an obsessive interest in space travel ■ The new 
therapy is supposed to help people control their obsessive 
thoughts. ■ obsessive attention to detail 

— ob-ses*sive-ly adv • She works obsessively, often for 
weeks at a time. ■ talking obsessively about food — obses¬ 
sive* ness noun [noncount] 

2 obsessive noun, pi -sives [count] psychology : a person 
who thinks about something too much or in a way that is not 
normal : someone who is obsessed 
Obsessive—Compulsive adj, psychology : relating to or 
having a mental illness that involves repeating actions or 
thinking about certain things too much ■ obsessive- 
compulsive behavior ■ a patient with obsessive-compulsive dis¬ 
order ■ an obsessive-compulsive person/patient = a person/pa¬ 
tient who is obsessive-compulsive 

— obsessive-compulsive noun, pi -sives [count] ■ treat¬ 
ment for obsessive-compulsives [=people who have 
obsessive-compulsive disorder] 

Ob*Sid*i-an /sb'sidijan/ noun [noncount] : a dark natural 
glass that forms when lava cools 
ob*SO‘les*cence /.aibsa'lesps/ noun [noncount] : the con¬ 
dition of no longer being used or useful : the condition of 
being obsolete ■ the obsolescence of the old technology ■ 
Once a useful tool, slide rules have fallen into obsolescence. • 
bullt-ln/planned obsolescence [=the practice of making or 
designing something (such as a car) in such a way that it will 
only be usable for a short time so that people will have to 
buy another one] 

Ob*SO*leS*Cent /,a:bs3'lespt/ adj : no longer useful : be¬ 
coming obsolete ■ obsolescent machinery/computers 
ob-so-lete Aaibsa'liit/ adj 

1 : no longer used because something newer exists ■ obsolete 
[= outdated] computers ■ The system was made/rendered ob¬ 
solete by their invention. ’. replaced by something newer ■ ob¬ 
solete mills and factories 

2 : no longer used by anyone ■ an obsolete word 
ob*Sta*Cie /*a:bstik3l/ noun, pi -sta*cles [count] 

1 : something that makes it difficult to do something ■ He 
overcame the obstacles of poverty and neglect. ■ They must 
overcome a number of obstacles before the restaurant can be 
opened. ■ Lack of experience is a major obstacle for her op¬ 
ponent. ■ an obstacle to leaming/progress 

2 : an object that you have to go around or over : something 
that blocks your path ■ She swerved to avoid an obstacle in 
the road. 

obstacle course noun, pi ~ courses [count] 

1 : a series of objects that people or animals in a race have to 
jump or climb over, go around, go under, etc. 
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2 : a training area for soldiers that is filled with objects (such 
as hurdles, ditches, walls, etc.) that the soldiers have to jump 
or climb over, go around, go under, etc. — called also (Brit) 
assault course 

3 : a series of problems, events, or requirements that make it 
difficult to do something ■ We finally made it through the 
bureaucratic obstacle course and got our visas. 

Obstacle race noun, pi ~ races [count] chiefly Brit : a race 
through an obstacle course 

Ob*Ste*tri*Cian /^ibsta'tnjan/ noun, pi -dans [count] 
medical: a doctor who specializes in obstetrics — compare 
OB-OYN 

Ob-Stet-rics /ab'stetriks/ noun [noncount] medical : a 
branch of medicine that deals with the birth of children and 
with the care of women before, during, and after they give 
birth to children — compare gynecology 

— ob-stet-ric /ab'stetnk/ or US ob*stet*ri-cal /ab'stetn- 
ksl/ adj ■ obstetric patients/treatment ■ obstetrical care 

Ob*Sti*nate /'aibstanat/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : refusing to change your behavior or your ideas : stub¬ 
born ■ his obstinate refusal to obey ■ an obstinate little boy ■ 
her obstinate behavior ■ My parents remain as obstinate as 
ever. 

2 : difficult to deal with, remove, etc.: stubborn • an obsti¬ 
nate stain • a very obstinate problem 

— ob*sti*na*cy /'a:bstanasi/ noun [noncount] — obsti¬ 
nate* ly adv ■ people who cling obstinately to the past ■ He 
obstinately refused to obey. 

Ob*Strep«er*OUS /ab'strepares/ adj [more —; most for¬ 
mal : difficult to control and often noisy • a room full of ob¬ 
streperous children ■ obstreperous [= unruly] teenagers 
Ob-Struct /ab'strAkt/ verb -structs; -struct-ed; -struct- 
ing [+ obf] somewhat formal 

1 : to block (something, such as a pipe or street) so that 
things cannot move through easily ■ A large tree obstructed 
the road. ■ A piece of food obstructed his airway and caused 
him to stop breathing. 

2 : to slow or block the movement, progress, or action of 
(something or someone) ■ Several issues have obstructed 
[= hindered , impeded] efforts to bring peace to the region. ■ 
She was charged with obstructing police/investigators. ■ She 
was charged with obstructing justice by lying to investiga¬ 
tors. 

3 : to be in front of (something) : to make (something) diffi¬ 
cult to see ■ His neighbors built a wall that obstructed 
[= blocked] his view of the ocean. 

Ob*StrUC*tion /ab'strAkJan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : something that blocks something else and makes 
it difficult for things to move through ■ They are removing 
trees and other obstructions from the path. ■ There were ob¬ 
structions [-blockages] in his blood vessels. 

2 : the condition of being blocked so that things cannot 
move through easily [noncount] cases of intestinal obstruc¬ 
tion in children [count] She died from an obstruction of the 
airway. 

3 [noncount] : the act of making it difficult for something to 
happen or move forward * He is on trial for the obstruction of 
a criminal investigation. Obstruction of justice is the 
crime of trying to stop police from learning the truth about 
something. ■ He is being charged with obstruction of justice 
for lying to investigators. 

ob-struotion-ism /ab^trAkJa.mzam/ noun [noncount] 
formal : things that are done to stop or delay the progress of 
a legal or political process ■ They accused the other political 
party of obstructionism. 

— ob*struc*tion*ist /ab’strAkJanist/now/i, pi -ists [count] ■ 
stubborn obstructionists — obstructionist adj ■ obstruc¬ 
tionist practices 

Ob*StrUC*tive /ab'strAktiv/ adj [more most ~] : trying to 
cause problems in order to stop or delay something ■ obstruc¬ 
tive public officials ■ deliberately obstructive tactics 
ob»tain /ab'tein/ verb -tains; -tained; -tain-ing 

1 [+otf] somewhat formal: to gain or get (something) usual¬ 
ly by effort ■ The information may be difficult to obtain. ■ We 
obtained a copy of the original letter. • They’ve obtained 
[=acouired] the necessary permission to enter. 

2 not used in progressive tenses [no obj] formal : to continue 
to be accepted or in use • These ideas no longer obtain for 
our generation. 

— ob*tain*able /ab'temsbal/ adj, formal ■ The drug is legal¬ 
ly obtainable in this country. 

Ob-trude /ab'truid/ verb -trudes; -trud-ed; -trud-ing/or- 


mal: to become involved with something or to become no¬ 
ticeable in an unpleasant or annoying way [no obj] She 
didn’t want to obtrude [=intrude] on/upon their conversa¬ 
tion. ■ The historical details in the movie do not obtrude — 
they enhance the story by making it more realistic. [+ obj] 
He was confident at first, but then doubts began to obtrude 
themselves. [=he began to have doubts] 

Ob*trU'Sive /ab'truisiv/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : tending to bother people by appearing where you are not 
welcome or invited ■ The waiter was attentive without being 
obtrusive. 

2 : noticeable in an unpleasant or annoying way ■ We used 
less obtrusive colors in the bedrooms. ■ obtrusive advertising 

— ob*tru*slve*ly adv ■ an obtrusively large building 
Ob*tUSe /ab'tuis, Brit nb'tjuis/ adj [more most ~] 

1 formal : stupid or unintelligent : not able to t hink clearly 
or to understand what is obvious or simple ■ He is too obtuse 
to take a hint. ■ an incredibly obtuse person 

2 mathematics : not ending in a sharp point: measuring be¬ 
tween 90 degrees and 180 degrees • an obtuse angle 

— compare acute 6 

— ob-tuse-ness noun [noncount] ■ We laughed at her ob¬ 
tuseness. 

Ob*verse /ab'va's/ noun [singular] formal: something that is 
the opposite of something else : opposite ■ joy and its ob¬ 
verse , sadness ■ We thought they would be pleased with our 
decision. We have learned, however, that the obverse is true, 
ob-vi-ate /'cr.bvi,eit/ verb -ates; -at*ed; -at*lng [+ obj] for¬ 
mal : to make (something) no longer necessary ■ The new 
medical treatment obviates the need for surgery. : to prevent 
or avoid (something) ■ The new treatment obviates many of 
the risks associated with surgery. 

Ob«vi«OUS /'aibvijas/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : easy to see or notice ■ Her doctor immediately noticed 
the obvious signs of the disease. ■ She saw only the most obvi¬ 
ous differences. 

2 : easy for the mind to understand or recognize • It was ob¬ 
vious that things weren’t working out. ■ Her reasons for leav¬ 
ing were obvious. = It’s obvious why she left. ■ The answer 
seems obvious enough to me. ■ The problem was immediately 
obvious to everyone in the room. ■ He was the obvious candi¬ 
date/choice for president. ■ The obvious question is: how did 
he become so successful? ■ For obvious reasons, I would not 
like to reveal my name. 

the obvious : something that is obvious ■ You are stating the 
obvious. Tell me something I don’t already know. ■ Try to 
look beyond the obvious. 

— ob*vi*ous*ness noun [noncount] ■ the obviousness of his 
answer 

ob-vious-ly /■aibvijasli/ adv 

1 [more most ~]: in a way that is easy to see, understand, 
or recognize ■ She obviously enjoys her work. ■ Their answer 
was obviously wrong. ■ That’s obviously not her real name. 

2 — used to emphasize that you are talking about something 
that is easy to see, understand, or recognize ■ Obviously , 
something is wrong. ■ Obviously , that’s not her real name. 

1 QC*ca*sion /3*kei33n/ noun, pi -sions 

1 [count] : a special event or time ■ birthdays, anniversaries, 
and other special occasions ■ They marked/celebrated the oc¬ 
casion with their families. ■ She wrote a song especially for 
the occasion. ■ Roses are the perfect flower for any occasion. 
■ formal occasions ■ a memorable/historic occasion ■ On the 
occasion of their 25th wedding anniversary, they took a va¬ 
cation to Paris. 

2 [count] somewhat formal : a particular time when some¬ 
thing happens ■ This would mark the first occasion [=time] 
that the club accepted new members. — often used after on ■ 
We usually meet at noon, but on this particular occasion , we 
met at two o’clock. ■ I heard him speak on more than one oc¬ 
casion. = I heard him speak on several occasions. 

3 somewhat formal : a chance or opportunity : a situation 
that allows something to happen — usually followed by to + 
verb [noncount] We had occasion to watch her perform last 
summer. ■ The boys never had occasion to meet each other. 
[singular] She never found an occasion to suggest her ideas. ■ 
He took/used the occasion to make an announcement. 

4 [singular] somewhat formal : a reason to do something — 
often + for ■ The team’s win was an occasion for celebration. 
on occasion : sometimes but not often : from time to time ■ 

On occasion [= occasionally ], we’ll drive out to the beach 
and watch the sunset. ■ I have on occasion tried to help him 
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with his homework. ■ These machines are still used on oc¬ 
casion today. 

rise to the occasion see ‘rise 

2 OCCasion verb -sions; -sioned; -sion-ing [+ obj] formal 
: to cause (something) ■ The program has occasioned 
[=brought about\ much discussion about violence on televi¬ 
sion. — often used as (be) occasioned ■ Her trip back home 
was occasioned by her mother’s recent death. 
OC*Ca*Sion*al /3'kei3anl/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : happening or done sometimes but not often : not hap¬ 
pening or done in a regular or frequent way ■ She receives 
occasional phone calls from her mother. ■ There will be occa¬ 
sional showers during the morning. • She makes occasional 
appearances on television. = She appears on the occasional 
television show. • Most mornings, we’ll see deer or the occa¬ 
sional bear walking past our house. ■ He tells an occasional 
joke to keep his students interested. ■ I need to take occasion¬ 
al breaks from work. ■ Sure, I drink an occasional glass of 
wine from time to time. 

2 : sometimes doing a particular job or activity • She’s an oc¬ 
casional lecturer at the university. • an occasional actor ■ oc¬ 
casional smokers [=people who smoke occasionally] 

OC*Ca*Sion*aMy /a'keisanali/ adv : sometimes but not of¬ 
ten • Occasionally , we see deer in the field. = We occasionally 
see deer in the field. ■ Occasionally , things don’t go as 
planned. ■ Cook on medium heat, stirring occasionally , for 
about 10 minutes. ■ Very occasionally [-rarely], she will have 
a glass of wine. 

OC'Ci'dent /‘aiksadant/ noun 
the Occident formal + literary : the western areas of the 
world; especially : Europe and America • The crew set sail 
for the Occident. — compare orient 
OCCllIt /a'kAlt/ adj, always used before a noun : of or relating 
to supernatural powers or practices • occult practices such as 
magic and fortune-telling • the occult sciences/arts • He be¬ 
gan to believe he had occult powers. 

the occult : supernatural powers or practices and the things 
(such as gods, ghosts, and magic) that are connected with 
them • He’s a student of the occult. ■ religion, mythology, 
and the occult 

OC-CLllt-ism /a'kAhtizam/ noun [noncount ]: the belief in or 
study of supernatural powers 

— oC'CUlt'ist /a'kAltist/ noun, pi -ists [count] 
OC"CU"pan*Cy /'cckjapansi/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the act of living or staying in a particular place ■ This 
building is unsafe for human occupancy. [=people cannot 
live here] 

2 : the number of people who are In a particular building or 
room at one time ■ The sign above the auditorium door says, 
“Maximum occupancy : 500 persons.” ■ hotel rates for double 
occupancy [=two people staying in a room] 

OC-CU-pant /'a.kjapant// 20 W/ 2 ,/?/ -pants [count] 

1 : a person who is using or living in a particular building, 
apartment, or room ■ The apartment’s previous occupant 
was a painter. • the building’s occupants 

2 : a person who is in a room, vehicle, etc., at a particular 
time ■ Both of the car’s occupants were injured. 

QC«CU«Pa»tion /.a-.kia'peifon/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : the work that a person does : a person’s job or 
profession ■ He is thinking about changing occupations and 
becoming a police officer. ■ “What’s your occupation ?” “I’m 
a stay-at-home mom.” • She listed her occupation as “writer” 
on the form. [=she wrote “writer” on the part of the form 
that asked what she did for work] 

2 [count] : an activity that a person spends time doing ■ His 
favorite occupation [=pastime] is playing chess. ■ Swimming 
was their main occupation at summer camp. 

3 [noncount] : the activity of living in or using a particular 
place ■ Some evidence of human occupation was found in 
these caves. • The offices are ready for occupation. 

4 [noncount] : a situation in which the military of a foreign 
government goes into an area or country and takes control 
of it ■ occupation of a foreign country ■ people living under 
occupation ■ The novel tells about life during the occupation. 

OC«CU»pa«tion*al Aaikja'peijanl/ adj, always used before a 
noun : of or relating to a person’s job or occupation ■ The 
program offered free occupational training to the poor. ■ oc¬ 
cupational safety and health ■ Hand injuries are an occupa¬ 
tional hazard for typists. [=typists are likely to have hand in¬ 
juries because of the work they do] 

— oc-cu-pa-tion-aMy adv • He was occupationally exposed 
to radiation. 


occupational therapy noun [noncount] medical : treat¬ 
ment that helps people who have physical or mental prob¬ 
lems learn to do the activities of daily life 

- occupational therapist noun, pi ~ -pists [count] 
occupied adj 

1 not used before a noun [more most ~] somewhat formal 
: busy doing something • The governor is occupied at the mo¬ 
ment. May I take a message? ■ She keeps herself occupied 
with volunteer work. 

2 somewhat formal : being used by someone • This chair is 
occupied [=(less formally) taken], but I believe those chairs 
are free/available. ■ His free time is occupied with his wife 
and children. 

3 : controlled by foreign soldiers or a foreign government • 
We live in an occupied country. = Our country is occupied by 
a foreign government. ■ an occupied territory 

OC*CU*pi*er /'aikj^paja 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a soldier in an army that has taken control of a foreign 
place — usually plural ■ The foreign occupiers were begin¬ 
ning to lose control of the area. 

2 Brit : a person who is using or living in a particular build¬ 
ing, apartment, room, etc. : occupant ■ the current occupi¬ 
ers of the flat 

OC-CU-PV ^aikig.pai/ verb -pies; -pied; -py*ing [+ obj] 

1 somewhat formal : to live in (a house, apartment, etc.) ■ 
They have occupied the apartment for three years. ■ She oc¬ 
cupies the house that her grandfather built 50 years ago. ■ 
They own another house that they occupy only three months 
out of the year. • They occupy the room next to ours. 

2 a : to fill or be in (a place or space) ■ Someone was occupy¬ 
ing [=sitting in] my place at the table. ■ This region was once 
almost completely occupied by forests. ■ Their house occu¬ 
pies a beautiful spot next to the ocean. — sometimes used 
figuratively ■ That family trip occupies [=has] a special place 
in my memory, b : to fill or use (an amount of time) ■ 
Studying occupies nearly all of my time on the weekends. [=1 
spend nearly all of my time studying] • Much of our time is 
occupied by answering questions from our customers. 

3 : to make (someone, someone’s mind, etc.) busy • During 
the long train ride, they occupied [=busied] themselves with 
card games. ■ These questions have continued to occupy her 
mind. ■ Reading occupied me for most of the summer. = I oc¬ 
cupied myself with reading for most of the summer. 

4 ; to take and keep control of (a town, foreign country, 
etc.) by using military power ■ Enemy troops occupied the 
town. ■ The army is occupying half of the country. 

5 somewhat formal : to have (a job or position) ■ She now oc¬ 
cupies the highest position in the country’s government. ■ oc¬ 
cupying a position of power 

OC*Clir /a'kg/ verb -curs; -curred; -cur-ring [no obj] 

1 somewhat formal : to happen ■ The event is scheduled to 
occur at noon tomorrow. ■ No one was ready for what was 
about to occur. ■ There’s a chance that a similar event will oc¬ 
cur in the future. ■ The disease tends to occur in children un¬ 
der the age of five. 

2 formal : to appear or exist: to be found • The plant occurs 
naturally throughout South America. ■ a naturally occurring 
compound/chemical/substance 

occur to [phrasal verb] occur to (someone) : to be thought 
of by (someone) • An idea just occurred to me. [=1 just had 
an idea] ■ It suddenly occurred to me that there was a sim¬ 
pler way to deal with the problem. • Did it ever occur to 
you [=did you ever think] that maybe you were wrong? ■ It 
never occurred to me to ask. [=1 never thought of asking] 
OC-Cur-rence /a'karans/ noun, pi -renc*es 

1 [count] : something that happens ■ Getting headaches has 
become a common/frequent/everyday occurrence for her. ■ a 
rare/unusual occurrence ■ the recent occurrences of the dis¬ 
ease • Lightning is a natural occurrence. 

2 [noncount] : the fact of happening or occurring — usually 
+ of ■ We were trying to prevent the occurrence of further 
problems. [=trying to prevent further problems from occur¬ 
ring] ■ The occurrence of theft in the locker room has 
stopped. ■ The occurrence of the disease is low. [=the disease 
does not occur commonly] 

OCD abbr obsessive-compulsive disorder 
ocean /'ou fan/ noun, pi oceans 
1 [noncount] : the salt water that covers much of the Earth’s 
surface ■ We’ve sailed across hundreds of miles of ocean. — 
often used with the ■ They lived near the ocean. [=the sea] ■ 
He had never seen the ocean before. ■ There’s a storm mov¬ 
ing in from the ocean. ■ The ship quickly sank to the bottom 
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of the ocean. ■ the deepest parts of the ocean — often used 
before another noun ■ the ocean floor/bottom/surface ■ the 
salty ocean air ■ ocean fish ■ an ocean voyage/liner — see col¬ 
or picture on page C8 

2 or Ocean [count] : one of the five large areas of salt water 
that cover much of the Earth’s surface ■ the Atlantic Ocean ■ 
the Pacific and Indian oceans ■ the Arctic/Antarctic Ocean 

3 [count] informal : a very large number or amount of some¬ 
thing ■ an ocean of sadness — often plural ■ oceans of time 
[=lots of time] 

a drop In the ocean see ‘drop 

— oce*an*ic /(Ou/i'aemk/ adj, technical ■ oceanic birds/is¬ 
lands/waters 

ocean-front /'ouj3n,frAnt/ noun, pi -fronts [count] chiefly 
US : the land that is next to the ocean ■ They built a house on 
the oceanfront. — often used before another noun ■ an 
oceanfront home/hotel/restaurant 
OCean-go-ing /'oujsn^owio/ adj, always used before a 
noun : made for traveling on or across the ocean ■ oceango¬ 
ing ships 

ocean-og-ra-phy /,ouj3'na:gr3fi/ noun [noncount] : a sci¬ 
ence that studies the ocean ■ a professor of oceanography 

— ocean-og-ra-pher /,ouj3 , na:gr3fa‘/ noun, pi -phers 
[count] — ocean-o-graph-ic Aoujana'graefik/ adj ■ an 
oceanographic research 

oce-lot /'a:s3,la:t/ noun, pi -lots [count] : a wildcat that lives 
mainly in Central and South America and that has light 
brown fur with black spots and stripes 
OChre or US ocher fouk&/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a type of red or yellow dirt that is used to make colored 
paints 

2 : the color of ochre and especially of yellow ochre 
o’-clock /s'klaik/ adv : according to the clock — used when 

the time is a specific hour ■ It’s three o'clock in the afternoon. 
[=it’s three p.m.] ■ She was 10 minutes late for her 8 o'clock 
appointment. ■ Be here at nine o’clock , not at nine fifteen. 
Oct. abbr October 

OC-ta-gon /'a:kt3,ga:n / noun, pi -gons [count] mathematics 
: a flat shape that has eight sides and eight angles — see pic¬ 
ture at GEOMETRY 

— oc-tag-o-nal /ak'taegsn]/ adj ■ a large octagonal table 
OC-tane /'a:k,tein/ noun [noncount] : a chemical in petro¬ 
leum that is used to rate the quality of different kinds of gas¬ 
oline ■ an octane rating of 90 — see also HIGH-OCTANE 

OC-tave /'a:ktiv/ noun, pi -taves [count] music : the differ¬ 
ence in sound between the first and eighth note on a musical 
scale ■ He sang the song an octave lower. ■ The two tones are 
(spaced) an octave apart. 

OC-tet /ak'tet/ noun, pi -tets [count] 

1 : a song or piece of music performed by eight singers or 
musicians 

2 : a group of eight singers or musicians who perform an oc¬ 
tet 

Qc-tO-ber /ak'touba 1 / noun, pi -bers : the 10th month of 
the year [noncount] She started her job in early/mid-/late 
October. - He started early/late in October. ■ They were mar¬ 
ried on October the eighteenth. = They were married on the 
eighteenth of October. - (US) They were married on October 
eighteenth, [count] This will be our last October in New En¬ 
gland. ■ Sales are up for this October. ■ The event happens ev¬ 
ery October. — abbr. Oct. 

OC-tO-ge-nar-i-an Aaiktscfes'nerijsn / noun,pi -ans [count] 
: a person who is between 80 and 89 years old 
OC-tO-pus / l a:kt3,pos/ noun, 
pi -pushes or -pi /-,pai/ 

1 [count] : a sea animal that 
has a soft body and eight long 
arms 

2 [noncount] : the flesh of an 
octopus used as food 

OC-U'lar /'aikjsl adj, tech¬ 
nical : of or relating to the 
eye ■ ocular muscles/surgery 
OD /,ou'di:/ verb OD’s; OD’d 
or ODed; OD’*ing [no obj] 
informal 

1 : to become sick or die from taking too much of a drug 
: overdose — often + on ■ She OD’d on heroin and died. 

2 : to have or experience too much of something — often + 
on ■ I OD’d on video games during my vacation. 

Odd /'a:d/ adj 


1 odd-er; -est [also more most ~] : strange or unusual 
: different from what is normal or expected ■ He has some 
odd [-peculiar, weird] habits. ■ She had an odd look on her 
face. ■ People would call at odd hours during the night. ■ 
She’s got a really odd sense of humor. ■ Some rather odd peo¬ 
ple used to live in this house. ■ There was something odd 
about his story. ■ It’s odd that nobody told me about this be¬ 
fore. ■ That’s odd. He was here a minute ago. ■ That is one of 
the oddest creatures I have ever seen. ■ What an odd-looklng 
animal. ■ They made quite an odd couple. [=they were very 
different from each other] ■ He’s an odd duck. = (Brit) He’s 
an odd fish. [=he’s a very strange person] 

2 always used before a noun : happening in a way that is not 
planned or regular ■ She kept a stack of magazines that she 
would read at odd moments. ■ During the summer, he would 
do odd jobs for his neighbors to earn extra money. 

3 always used before a noun : of different kinds or types ■ I 
stopped by the grocery store to pick up a few odd [-miscella¬ 
neous] things. ■ They were selling an odd assortment of candy 
and jewelry. ■ a few odd [-random ] bits of information 

4 always used before a noun : not matched or paired with an¬ 
other thing or person ■ I folded all the laundry and had one 
odd sock left. ■ an odd shoe ■ The students got into groups of 
two, and the odd student worked with the teacher. 

5 a : not able to be divided into two equal whole numbers • 
The numbers 1, 3, 5, and 7 are odd, while 2, 4, 6, and 8 are 
even. ■ odd and even numbers ■ There's an odd number of 
chairs, b : marked by an odd number ■ There’s a picture on 
every odd page of the book. ■ Please do the o^-numbered 
problems on page 20 of your textbook. ■ The o^-numbered 
houses are on the left side of the street. 

6 informal : a little more than a particular number — used 
in combination with a number ■ The book’s only 100 -odd 
pages long. [=only slightly more than 100 pages long] ■ I’d 
guess that he’s 40 odd years old. ■ 30-odd years ago 

the odd man/one out : the person or thing that is different 
from the other members of a group ■ It looks like he’s the 
odd one out on this particular issue. [=he has a different 
opinion than everyone else] ■ All my college friends have 
gotten married. I'm the odd man out. 

— odd*ness noun [noncount] ■ the oddness [-oddity , 
strangeness] of the situation 

Odd-ball /'a:d,ba:l/ noun, pi -balls [count] informal : a per¬ 
son who behaves in strange or unusual ways ■ He used to be 
a real oddball back in high school. 

— oddball adj, always used before a noun ■ The film’s odd¬ 
ball characters are hilarious. ■ oddball behavior 

Odd-i-ty /'aidsti/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [count]: a strange or unusual person or thing ■ Her shyness 
makes her a bit of an oddity in the business world. ■ The zoo 
has such oddities as anteaters and platypuses. 

2 [noncount]: the quality or state of being strange or unusu¬ 
al ■ the oddity [=oddness, strangeness] of the situation 

Odd-ly /*a:dli/ adv 

1 [more most ~] : in a strange or unusual way ■ the 
house’s oddly shaped roof ■ She had never been there before, 
but the place seemed oddly [= strangely] familiar to her. ■ 
Their lives had been oddly similar. 

2 — used to say that something is strange, odd, or surprising 

■ He felt, oddly, that he had been happier before becoming 
famous. ■ It was cold and rainy, but oddly enough, everyone 
seemed to be enjoying themselves. 

odd-mentS /'aidmsnts/ noun [plural] : different kinds of 
things that are usually small and unimportant : ODDS and 
ends ■ The car has plenty of room for storing oddments. 
Odds /'a:dz/ noun [plural] 

1 : the possibility that something will happen : the chance 
that one thing will happen instead of a different thing ■ She 
wanted to improve her odds [= chances] of winning. ■ They 
believe that surgery may increase his odds of survival. [=may 
make it more likely that he will survive] ■ There’s a chance it 
could rain, but odds are that it’ll be sunny tomorrow. [=it is 
more likely to be sunny than rainy tomorrow] ■ The team has 
made some major improvements, but they still face long 
odds. [=they still are not likely to win] — often used with the 

■ The odds are good that he’ll survive. [=he is likely to sur¬ 
vive] ■ What are the odds of winning? ■ What are the odds that 
they’ll be there on time? ■ Smoking increases the odds of get¬ 
ting lung cancer. ■ The odds are in our favor. [sit is likely that 
we will succeed] ■ She knew that the odds were against her. 
[=she knew that she was not likely to succeed] ■ It could rain 
tomorrow, but the odds are against it. [=it probably will not 
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rain] ■ The odds are in favor of a major storm this weekend. 
[=a major storm is likely this weekend! 

2 : conditions that make it difficult for something to happen 
■ They fought against great/heavy/impossible/overwhelming 
odds and won. ■ He was able to do it, against all odds. [=even 
though it was very difficult and unlikely] — often used with 
the ■ They defied/overcame the odds. ■ Despite/against the 
odds, she has survived breast cancer. • I tried to beat the 
odds. [=to succeed even though I was not likely to succeed] 

3 : two numbers that show how much a person can win by 
betting a certain amount of money • I bet $1,000 at 4-1 odds. 
If the horse I bet on wins, I will walk away with $4,000. ■ win¬ 
ning at odds of 6-1 

at odds : not agreeing with each other : in a state of dis¬ 
agreement ■ The parents and teachers are still at odds 
(about/over what to teach the students). — often + with • 
The two groups have long been at odds with each other. ■ 
He was completely at odds [=he completely disagreed] with 
the way the problem was being handled. ■ The results of 
the study are at odds with our previous findings. 
make no odds Brit, informal — used to say that a choice is 
not important "It makes no odds [-makes no difference ] to 
me when we leave. 
odds are in favor see 1 favor 

over the odds Brit, informal : more than the usual or ex¬ 
pected amount ■ We had to pay over the odds to get good 
seats for the concert. 

what’s the odds? Brit, informal — used to say that some¬ 
thing is not likely to have an effect or make a difference ■ 
He’ll do it anyway, so what’s the odds [=what’s the use ] of 
telling him not to? 

Odds and ends noun [plural] informal: different kinds of 
things that are usually small and unimportant ■ There are 
still a few odds and ends that need to be done before the par¬ 
ty tomorrow. • The box is full of odds and ends. — called 
also {Brit, informal) odds and sods 
Odds—on / l a:dz , a:n/ ad] : having a very good chance to win 
: believed to be likely to win ■ They’re the odds-on favorite to 
win the championship. = They are odds-on to win the cham¬ 
pionship. 

Ode /‘oud/ noun, pi odes [count] : a poem in which a person 
expresses a strong feeling of love or respect for someone or 
something ■ This poem is titled, “An Ode to My Mother.” 
Odi'OUS /'oudijos/ ad] [more most ~] formal : causing ha¬ 
tred or strong dislike ■ It was one of the most odious crimes 
of recent history. ■ an odious criminal 
odom-e-ter /ou'daimata 1 / noun, pi -ters [count] chiefly US 
: a device in a car, truck, etc., that measures the distance 
that the vehicle has traveled — called also {Brit) mileometer, 
see picture at car; compare speedometer, tachometer 
odor {US) or Brit odour /'oudzr/ noun, pi odors : a particu- 
lar smell [count] The cheese has a strong odor. • a fishy odor 
[noncount] This deodorant prevents bad odor from occur¬ 
ring. — see also body odor 

- odor*less {US) or Brit odour*less /'ouda-las/ adj • a col¬ 
orless and odorless gas 

Odor-OUS /'oudaras/ adj [more most —] technical + formal 

: having a strong smell ■ an odorous gas ■ Odorous cheeses 
need to be tightly wrapped. 
od*ys-sey /‘aidosi/ noun, pi -seys [count] 

1 literary : a long journey full of adventures 

2 : a series of experiences that give knowledge or under¬ 
standing to someone ■ The story is about the emotional odys¬ 
sey experienced by a teenage girl. ■ the spiritual odyssey of 
the deeply religious 

oe*di*pal or Oe*di*pal /'edopal, Brit 'iidapal/ adj, psycholo¬ 
gy : of, relating to, or resulting from an Oedipus complex • 
oedipal fantasies/myths ■ an oedipal relationship 
Oe'di-pus complex /'edapss-, Brit ‘iidapas-/ noun [singu¬ 
lar] psychology : a sexual desire that a child feels toward the 
parent of the opposite sex along with jealous feelings toward 
the parent of the same sex 

1 0 , er /'oa7 adv, literary : ‘over ■ when the night is o’er 
2 o’er /*o?r/prep, literary : 2 over ■ o'er hill and dale 
oesophagus Brit spelling of esophagus 
oestrogen Brit spelling of ESTROGEN 
oeu-vre /'uvra, Brit 'aivra/ noun, pi -vres [count]formal : all 
the works that a writer, an artist, or a composer has created 

— usually singular ■ Her oeuvre consists mostly of land¬ 
scapes. 

Of /'av, av, Brit 'dv, av, a/ prep 

: belonging to, relating to, or connected with (someone or 


something) ■ He is a coworker of mine. ■ I threw out that old 
shirt of yours. ■ She’s a friend of my mother’s. ■ He had the 
support of his family to help him. • the plays of William 
Shakespeare ■ What is the name of the band? ■ We admired 
the courage of the young woman. ■ the President of the Unit¬ 
ed States ■ the Queen of England ■ What is the total cost of 
the repairs? ■ The value of the antique is high. ■ the responsi¬ 
bility/duty of parents ■ the work of the artist ■ the behavior of 
the child ■ the actions of the President ■ the results of the ex¬ 
periment ■ The score of the game is tied. ■ The product of 2 
times 2 is 4. > I can’t stand the sight of it. [=1 can’t stand seeing 
it] ■ the color of the dress ■ the social issues of the time ■ the 
greatest invention of the 20th century ■ She was voted (Most 
Outstanding) Woman of the Year. ■ the top of the mountain ■ 
The leg of the table is loose. ■ a masterpiece of modem fiction 
■ the fourth of July [=the fourth day in the month of July] ■ 
We are having a party on the day of graduation. ■ Where 
were you at the time of the murder? • She told a story of 
[-about] her travels in Italy. ■ The news/announcement of 
our victory was greeted with delight. ■ He dreams of becom¬ 
ing rich and famous. ■ He was neglectful of his duties. 

2 — used to indicate that someone or something belongs to 
a group of people or things ■ He is one of my friends. ■ This is 
page one of two (pages). ■ Many/Most of the students will be 
going on the field trip. ■ The four of us enjoyed ourselves at 
the party. ■ members of the team ■ Of (all) my friends, you 
are the only one I really trust. • She is the older/younger of 
my two sisters. ■ He has written two novels, of which the first 
is the best. = He has written two novels, the first of which is 
the best. 

3 : living or occurring in (a specified country, city, town, 
etc.) ■ the people of Puerto Rico ■ a fish of the western Atlan¬ 
tic ■ a plant of the tropics 

4 : showing (someone or something) ■ a painting of a mother 
holding her child ■ a picture of my house 

5 — used to indicate the thing that is being referred to ■ the 
country o/Ireland ■ the city o/Rome ■ the month of August ■ 
the crime of murder ■ a good piece of advice ■ 1758 is the year 
o/Noah Webster’s birth. ■ a difference o/$5 ■ The savings ac¬ 
count has an interest rate o/5 percent. ■ The arrangement in¬ 
cludes several kinds of flowers. = The arrangement includes 
flowers of several kinds. 

6 : involving or dealing with (something) ■ a test of basic 
skills ■ the Department of Agriculture 

7 — used to indicate what something is made from or in¬ 
cludes ■ a throne of gold = a throne made (out) of gold ■ a bar 
of chocolate ■ a flock of sheep ■ a herd of cattle ■ a small 
group of people 

8 — used to indicate what an amount, number, etc., refers 
to ■ We got a large amount of rain. ■ A small number of peo¬ 
ple were at the concert. ■ a pound of sliced cheese ■ two acres 
of land ■ two lumps of sugar ■ a big piece of cake ■ a pair of 
scissors ■ a hot cup of coffee - a cup of hot coffee ■ hundreds 
of dollars ■ eight hours of sleep ■ He is 40 years of age. I=he is 
40 years old] 

9 — used to indicate a quality or characteristic that some¬ 
one or something has ■ a man of noble birth ■ He is o/Polish 
descent. ■ a boy o/12 (years of age) ■ a woman of[=with] great 
wealth ■ She is the girl of his dreams. [=she has all the quali¬ 
ties that he is attracted to] ■ She recently lost her husband of 
30 years. [=her husband who she was married to for 30 years 
before he died] ■ a matter of no importance ■ The house is of 
his own design. ■ The trash smells of fish. 

10 — used to indicate the location of something ■ The cabins 
are north of the lake. ■ The arrow went wide of the target. 
l=the arrow missed the target] ■ The dart landed to the left/ 
right of the bull’s-eye. ■ The shark passed within five feet of 
me. 

11a — used to indicate the subject of an action • the arrival 
of guests • the departure of the ship ■ the landing of the air¬ 
plane b — used to indicate the object of an action ■ the 
evaluation of students ■ the destruction of property ■ The po¬ 
lice conducted an investigation of the crime. ■ She asked a fa¬ 
vor of [-from] me. ■ Can you think o/his name? ■ I thought of 
calling you. C — used to indicate the cause of a specified 
feeling or opinion ■ He has a love of [-for] nature. ■ He has a 
fear of spiders. ■ I’m so proud of you. = I’m so proud of what 
you have done. • She is fond of chocolate, d — used to indi¬ 
cate the reason for something ■ He died of [-from] pneumo¬ 
nia. ■ They left of their own free will. 

12 — used to indicate what has been taken away, removed, 
or given away ■ She was robbed of her fortune. ■ The con 
man cheated him (out) o/his money. ■ He was stripped of all 
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his titles. ■ The cats helped rid the barn of rats. ■ He gave gen¬ 
erously o/his time. [=he gave his time generously] 

13 — used to indicate that someone has behaved in a speci¬ 
fied way ■ It was very kind/nice of you to say that. [=you 
were very kind/nice to say that] 

14 US — used to indicate that there is a specified amount of 
time left before the next hour begins ■ It’s a quarter of [=to, 
before] ten. [=9:45] ■ 10 (minutes) of 10 [=9:50] 

15 old-fashioned — used to indicate the time when some¬ 
thing happens or happened ■ You can often see him walking 
in the park of an afternoon. ■ He died of[=on\ a Monday. 
as of see 2 as 

of a US, informal — used to indicate that someone or some¬ 
thing is a particular type of person or thing ■ her idiot of a 
husband [=her idiot/idiotic husband] ■ Some fool of a po¬ 
liceman had arrested the wrong man! ■ It is not that much 
of a problem. [=it is not a big problem] ■ It wasn’t that diffi¬ 
cult of a shot. [=it was not a difficult shot] ■ It wasn’t that 
big of a deal. ■ How big of a piece do you want? 
of all (the) see 'all 
of course see ‘course 
OF abbr outfield 
1 0ff /'a:f/ adv 

1 a : away from a place ■ The dog ran off. ■ The car sped off. 

■ She put on her jacket and she went. ■ We get off at the 
next bus stop. [=we exit the bus at the next stop] b : away 
from a main road, path, etc. ■ The car turned off onto a side 
street. 

2 : at a distance in time or space ■ Football season is not far 
off. [=football season will start soon] ■ The completion of the 
new office building is still a long way off. [=it will be a long 
time before the new office building is finished] 

3 — used to describe something that moves or is moved so 
that it is no longer on something or attached to something ■ 
She set the ball on the table and it rolled off. • His hat fell off. 

■ He twisted off the cap. ■ The handle on the pan broke off. ■ 
She took off her coat. 

4 : into sleep ■ I dozed off in the chair. ■ He closed his eyes 
and drifted off (to sleep). 

5 a — used to describe stopping something ■ Shut off the wa¬ 
ter. ■ Shut off the engine. ■ Turn the TV off. b — used to de¬ 
scribe getting something into a desired condition especially 
by removing something ■ I need to smooth off the comers of 
the bookshelf. ■ I dusted off the shelves. ■ She wiped the 
counter off. C — used to describe finishing something ■ We 
paid off all our debts. ■ Can you finish off the pizza? There 
are only two slices left. 

6 : away from regular work ■ I took the day off (from work). 

■ At noon, workers take time off for lunch. ■ I have weekends 
off. [=1 do not go to work on the weekends] 

off and on or on and off : starting, stopping, and starting 
again : not constant or steady over a period of time ■ It 
rained off and on all day. ■ The fighting continued off and 
on throughout the years. ■ She worked here on and off for 
several years. ■ They’ve had an on-and-off relationship. 

2 Off prep 

1 — used to indicate separation, distance, or removal from 
someone or something ■ She cut a slice off the loaf. ■ The ball 
bounced off the wall. ■ She stepped off the train and looked 
around. ■ There are many paths e#the main trail around the 
mountain. ■ There is a bathroom off the kitchen. ■ The shop 
is just off the main street. ■ He had his wallet stolen off him. ■ 
Keep off the grass. ■ Get your feet off the table. ■ The boat 
was two miles off the coast. ■ The discussion got/moved off 
the original subject. ■ My favorite dish has been taken off the 
menu. ■ I’ll take your name off the list. ■ She wore the gown 
off the shoulder. 

2 : on money, food, energy, etc., supplied by (someone or 
something) ■ She is still living off her parents. ■ The family 
lives off welfare. ■ They live off the land. ■ They make their 
living off tourism. ■ The machine runs off[=oh\ diesel fuel. 

3 — used to indicate something that someone is no longer 
doing or using ■ She has recently gone off smoking. ■ He is off 
his diet. * The officers were off duty. ■ I took a day off work. ■ 
He has been off liquor for three years. 

4 — used to indicate the object of an action ■ I borrowed a 
dollar off [=from] him. ■ I bought a CD off him. [=he sold a 
CD to me] 

5 — used to indicate the source or cause of something ■ He 
spent all the money he made off [=jrom] gambling. 

6 : below the usual standard or level of (something) ■ {chiefly 
US) He is off his game. [=he is not playing as well as he usual¬ 
ly does] ■ The DVDs are being offered at 15 percent off the 


regular price. ■ I asked him to knock $100 off the price. 
off of chiefly US, informal : off ■ She fell off of the swing. ■ 
farmers who live off of the land ■ He is off o/his diet. ■ We 
ate off of paper plates. -15 percent off of the regular price 
3 Off adj 

1 not used before a noun : not attached to or covering some¬ 
thing : not on ■ The lid is off. 

2 a not used before a noun : not operating, functioning, or 
flowing ■ The radio is off. ■ The electricity/water is off. b : in 
a position that stops the flow of electricity, water, etc. - The 
switch is off. ■ The lever is in the off position. 

3 : away from home or work ■ He is off playing golf. ■ She is 
off on a trip/vacation. ■ He’s off today. ■ They enjoy hiking 
and biking on their off days. [=the days when they are not 
working] ■ She is off[=out ] sick today. 

4 not used before a noun : not happening ■ The deal/game 
that was on is now off. [=has been canceled] ■ In case of a tie, 
all bets are off. 

5 not used before a noun, chiefly US : not correct: wrong ■ I 
must be off in my calculations. ■ These numbers are off. ■ 
Your guess Is way off. 

6 always used before a noun : very small in degree : slight ■ 
There is an off chance that you will win. 

7 always used before a noun : not as busy or active as other 
periods of time ■ an off time of year ■ We vacation during the 
off season. 

8 not used before a noun : not completely sane ■ The poor fel¬ 
low is a little off (in the head). 

9 not used before a noun — used to ask about or describe 
someone’s situation or condition ■ Are you better or worse 
off financially than you were a year ago? ■ The other acci¬ 
dent victims are much worse off than she is. [=her injuries 
are not as bad as theirs] - {chiefly Brit) We’re comfortably off. 
* {chiefly Brit) How are you off for money? [=how are you for 
money?; do you need money?] — see also better off, 
WELL-OFF 

10 not used before a noun, chiefly US : below the usual price 
or value ■ Stocks are off [=down] today. ■ The DVDs are 15 
percent off. 

11 chiefly US : not as good as usual ■ My golf game is off to¬ 
day. [=1 am not playing golf as well as I usually do] ■ I am 
having an off day. 

12 not used before a noun, Brit : not being served : no longer 
on the menu ■ Sorry, love, the steak-and-kidney pie is off. 

13 not used before a noun, chiefly Brit : no longer fresh 
: spoiled ■ The milk has gone off. = The milk is off. 

14 not used before a noun, Brit, informal : not polite or 
friendly • His manners were a bit off, don’t you think? • She 
felt he was being off with her. 

be off : to leave : to start going, running, etc. ■ I must be off 
[=1 must leave now] if I want to make the next bus. ■ And 
the runners are off. [=the runners have started running] ■ 
They’re off and running! 

4 off verb offs; offed; off-ing [+ obj] US slang : to kill or mur¬ 
der (someone) ■ The movie is about a gangster who gets pow¬ 
er by offing his rivals. 
s off noun 

the off Brit 1 : the beginning of a race 2 : the very begin¬ 
ning ■ Right from the off [={US) from the get-go ], I knew she 
was against me. 

Off-air adj, always used before a noun : occurring when a ra¬ 
dio or television program is not being recorded ■ an off-air 
conversation 

Of-fa I /'aifal/ noun [ noncount ] : the organs (such as the liver 
or kidney) of an animal that are used for food ■ beef offal 
Off-beat /'a:f,bi:t/ adj [more most ~] informal : different 
from the ordinary, usual, or expected ■ She has an offbeat 
sense of humor. ■ He often plays offbeat characters in his 
films. ■ an offbeat approach to teaching ■ The performance 
was refreshingly offbeat. 

Off—brand /*a:fgbrcend/ adj : not sold or made under a par¬ 
ticular brand name ■ off-brand sneakers/soda/cereal/ciga¬ 
rettes 

off—Broadway or Off—Broadway adj : relating to theater 
in New York City that involves productions that are smaller 
and often less conventional than typical Broadway produc¬ 
tions ■ an off-Broadway production/show/play 
- off-Broadway or Off-Broadway adv ■ The play 
opened off-Broadway. ■ He performed off-Broadway for 
years. 

off-center {US) or Brit off-centre adj [more most —] 
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1 not used before a noun : not exactly in the center of some¬ 
thing ■ The mirror over the sink is a little bit off-center. ■ The 
title is slightly off-center on the page. 

2 : different or unusual ■ He has an off-center sense of hu¬ 
mor. 

- off-center (US) or Brit off-centre adv • He hung the 
picture off-center. 

Off—COl*Or (US) or Brit off—col-our /'a.fkAW or US off— 
colored or Brit off—col-oured /'aiPkAl^d/ adj [more ~; 
most ~] 

1 not used before a noun : feeling somewhat ill : not quite 
well ■ He has been off-color for a few days. 

2 chiefly US : not socially acceptable : indecent or improper 

■ We were shocked by his off-color [=rude, offensive ] remarks. 

■ an off-color joke 

off-CUt /'a:f,k/\t/ noun, pi -cuts [count] chiefly Brit : a piece 
of wood, cloth, etc., that remains after a larger piece is re¬ 
moved 

off-duty adj : free from the responsibilities of your job : not 
working at a particular time ■ an off-duty cop 
Of«fend /a'fend/ verb -fends; -fend-ed; -fend-ing 

1 : to cause (a person or group) to feel hurt, angry, or upset 
by something said or done [+ obj ] His comments about mi¬ 
nority groups offended many of us. ■ She had carefully word¬ 
ed her comments so as not to offend anyone. ■ It offends me 
that you would make such a remark. ■ Don’t worry. I wasn’t 
offended. ■ I felt a little offended by their lack of respect. ■ 
Some people are offended by the song’s lyrics. "I’m sorry, I 
didn’t mean to offend you. [no obj ] I’m sorry, I didn’t mean 
to offend. 

2 [+ obj] : to be unpleasant to (someone or something) • The 
billboard offends the eye. [=the billboard is not attractive] 

3 [no obj] formal : to do wrong : to be against what people 
believe is acceptable or proper — often + against • Her ac¬ 
tions offended against our sensibilities. 

4 [no obj] formal : to commit a crime ■ Is he likely to offend 
again after his release from prison? 

oMend*er /a'fenda 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who commits a crime ■ a repeat offender 
[=someone who has committed a crime more than once] ■ 
She recently prosecuted a sex/sexual offender. [=someone 
who commits sex crimes] — see also first offender 

2 : someone or something that does something harmful or 
wrong ■ The factory is one of the worst offenders in terms of 
air and water pollution. 

offending adj, always used before a noun 

1 often humorous : causing difficulty, discomfort, or harm • 
He took off his shoe and removed the offending pebble. [=the 
pebble that was making it uncomfortable to walk] 

2 [more most ~] : causing disapproval ■ We agreed to 
omit the offending word from the passage. 

3 : guilty of doing something wrong ■ The offending driver 
was given a ticket for speeding. 

oMense (US) or Brit of-fence /a'fens/ noun, pi -fens-es 

1 a [noncount] : something that causes a person to be hurt, 
angry, or upset ■ She didn’t mean to give/cause offense. [=to 
offend anyone] ■ I mean no offense [=1 do not want to offend 
anyone], but isn’t there someone more qualified for the job? 

■ No offense [=1 do not want to offend you when I say this], 
but I think you are mistaken, b [count] : something that is 
wrong or improper — often + to • His actions are an offense 
to public morals. — often + against ■ Such language is an of¬ 
fense against common decency. 

2 [count] : a criminal act ■ He was found guilty and fined 
$250 for each offense. ■ Penalties for a first offense range 
from fines to jail time. ■ a capital/federal/criminal offense ■ 
serious/minor offenses 

3 /'a:,fens/ US, sports a : the group of players on a team 
who try to score points or goals against an opponent [count] 
Our team has the best offense in the league. ■ a talented of¬ 
fense ■ The quarterback directs the offense, [noncount] She 
began the season on offense [=playing on the part of the 
team that tries to score points or goals], but her coach later 
put her on defense, b [noncount] : the way that players on a 
team try to score points or goals against an opponent ■ The 
team needs some work on its offense. ■ The team plays good 
offense. — compare defense 6 

take offense : to become angry or upset by something that 
another person has said or done : to be offended by some¬ 
thing ■ He took offense when I suggested exchanging the 
gift. — often + at ■ She takes offense at any criticism. 

' of-fen-sive /o'fensiv/ adj 


1 [more most ~] : causing someone to feel hurt, angry, or 
upset: rude or insulting ■ He made some offensive remarks. ■ 
offensive words/terms — often + to • The song lyrics are of¬ 
fensive to women. [=women are offended by the song lyrics] ■ 
His behavior is offensive to many people. — opposite inof¬ 
fensive 

2 [more most ~]: very unpleasant • An offensive odor was 
coming from the basement. 

3 always used before a noun, sports : of or relating to the way 
that players try to score against an opponent in a game or 
contest • an offensive position/strategy • an offensive lineman/ 
player — compare Defensive 3 

4 always used before a noun : relating to or designed for at¬ 
tacking an enemy • The troops will take offensive action 
against the enemy. ■ We studied their offensive maneuvers 
and anticipated the attack. ■ offensive weapons — compare 
1 DEFENSIVE 1 

— of«fen»sive-ly adv • Offensively, the team is strong. — of- 
fen-sive-ness noun [noncount] ■ the offensiveness of his 
remarks 

Offensive noun, pi -sives [count] : a large military attack 

— usually singular ■ They plan to launch an air offensive be¬ 
fore sending in ground troops. ■ a ground offensive — often 
used figuratively ■ Union leaders have mounted an offensive 
against the company’s proposal to limit health benefits. 

— see also counteroffensive 

on the offensive : in or into a situation or position in which 
you attack or fight against someone or something ■ The 
soldiers are on the offensive. • She went on the offensive to 
fight the charges against her. ■ The team was on the defen¬ 
sive in the early part of the game but they went on the of¬ 
fensive in the second half. 

take the offensive : to begin to attack or fight against 
someone or something ■ Opponents of the development 
project took the offensive and defeated the land sale. 

1 oMer /'a: fa-/ verb -fers; -fered; -fer-ing 

1 a [+ obj] : to give someone the opportunity to accept or 
take (something) ■ We’d like to offer the job to you. = We’d 
like to offer you the job. ■ I was offered a position at a bank, 
but I turned it down. ■ She offered [=she said that she would 
pay] $250,000 for the house. • The victims were offered mon¬ 
ey as compensation for their injuries. ■ I offered her my 
hand/arm [=1 held out my hand/arm for her to grasp], and 
she took it. ■ I offered my assistance. ■ If I may. I’d like to of¬ 
fer you a bit of advice, b : to say that you are willing to do 
something [+ obj] One of his neighbors offered to mow his 
lawn. ■ A woman stopped and offered to help us. [no obj] We 
don’t need any help, but thank you for offering. 

2 [+ obj] : to make (something) available ; to provide or sup¬ 
ply (something) ■ They offer [=sell] a wide range of products/ 
services at reasonable prices. • A few of my teachers offer 
[=give] extra help after class. • They offer their customers a 
choice between soup or salad. ■ The car offers [=has] a wide 
range of safety features. ■ Living in a large city offers a num¬ 
ber of advantages. ■ They serve the best food this town has to 
offer. [=the best food in the town] ■ This city has so much to 
offer. [=there are many good and interesting things to do and 
see in this city] • She has a great deal to offer. [=she has many 
talents, abilities, good qualities, etc.] — often + up ■ The res¬ 
taurant offers up a completely new menu every season. 

3 [+ obj] : to say or express (something) as an idea to be 
thought about or considered ■ I’d like to offer a couple of 
comments/remarks/observations on the points you’ve 
raised. ■ I really don’t know enough about it to offer an opin¬ 
ion. ■ She offers [-proposes, suggests] another possible expla¬ 
nation in her book. ■ The film offers a unique perspective on 
the issue. — often + up ■ Would anyone else like to offer up a 
suggestion? 

4 [+ obj] : to say or give (something, such as a prayer or a 
sacrifice) as a form of religious worship ■ Let us bow our 
heads and offer a prayer of thanks. ■ offer a sacrifice — often 
+ up • offering up prayers to the saints 

offer resistance : to try to resist or fight ■ The people of¬ 
fered no resistance when the enemy entered the town. 
2 Offer noun, pi -fers [count] 

1 : the act of giving someone the opportunity to accept 
something : the act of offering something ■ I don’t really 
need any help, but I appreciate the offer. [=thanks for offer¬ 
ing to help] ■ After considering several job offers, she accept¬ 
ed a position with a local bank. ■ He turned down an offer to 
run the company. ■ Take advantage of our 30-day trial offer. 
[=try our product free for 30 days] ■ She received an offer of 
marriage, [^someone proposed marriage to her] 
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2 : an amount of money that someone is willing to pay for 
something ■ I’ll pay $500. That’s my final/best offer. [=1 won’t 
pay more] ■ We accepted/rejected their offer. ■ We decided to 
hold out for a better offer. ■ They made an offer on our 
house. [=they said that they would pay a specified amount of 
money for our house] • “How much do you want for the 
bike?” “I don’t know. Moke me an offer." — see also ten¬ 
der offer 

3 : an opportunity to buy something at a price that is lower 
than the usual price ■ This special offer is good only while 
supplies last. 

on offer chiefly Brit : available to be bought especially at low 
prices : on sale ■ The store has a wide range of cameras on 
offer at reasonable prices. ■ Eggs are on offer {-{chiefly US) 
on special ] this week. 

oMer-ing /'ccfanrj/ noun, pi -ings [count] 

1 a : something that is given to God or a god as a part of re¬ 
ligious worship • ceremonial/sacrificial offerings b : an act 
of giving a religious offering ■ Each household must make 
daily offerings to the gods. — see also peace offering 

2 : something that is available for sale or use ■ The company 
is trying to generate interest in its new offerings. ■ the cafe’s 
tasty dessert offerings — see also initial public offering 

Of-fer-tO-ry /'aifa^tori, Brit 'pfatri/ noun, pi -ries [count] 

1 or Offertory a : the offering of bread and wine to God as 
part of the Communion ceremony during a Christian church 
service b : a verse from a psalm that is said or sung at the 
beginning of the Offertory 

2 a : the part of a Christian church service during which of¬ 
ferings of money are collected b : the music played or sung 
during an offertory 

1 off-hand AnPhsend/ adv : without previous thought or 
preparation ■ I couldn’t give them the figures offhand. • Do 
you happen to know, offhand , when he’ll be back? 
2 Offhand also off*hand*ed /'ccfhsendad/ adj [more most 
~] 

1 : done or made without previous thought or preparation ■ 
It was just an offhand remark. • offhand excuses 

2 : casual or informal ■ She spoke in an offhand manner. 

— off"hand*ed*ly adv • I offhandedly asked where he 
worked. 

Of-fice /'a:fas/ noun, pi -fic»es 

1 [count] a : a building or room in which people work at 
desks doing business or professional activities ■ She works 
at/in our Chicago office. • Are you going to the office today? ■ 
The company’s main/home office [=the company’s most im¬ 
portant office] is in San Francisco. — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ A new office building [=a building with offices] 
is being built on Main Street. ■ office equipment/supplies ■ 
Our company is having an office party [=a party for the peo¬ 
ple who work at the office] next week. ■ The company is 
renting office space downtown. ■ office workers/staff — see 
picture on the next page b : a room with a desk where a 
particular person works • The supervisor held an informal 
meeting in his office. ■ Her office is on the top floor near the 
elevator. ■ He misbehaved in class and was sent to the princi¬ 
pal’s office. • We use the extra bedroom in our house as an of¬ 
fice. c chiefly US : a building or room where a doctor, law¬ 
yer, etc., works and meets with patients or clients ■ We 
stopped by the lawyer’s office to pick up some documents. ■ 
the doctor’s office [-{Brit) surgery] — see also BOX OFFICE, 
OVAL OFFICE, TICKET OFFICE 

2 : the job or position of someone who has authority espe¬ 
cially in the government [noncount] He has been in office 
for a decade. ■ He was voted out of office. • He won the elec¬ 
tion and will take office at the beginning of the year. ■ She 
has decided to leave office after two successful terms. ■ She 
plans to run for office [=campaign to be elected to an office] 
again. ■ U.S. senators are elected to a term of office of six 
years, [count] She has held several public offices. 

3 [count] : a department of a company, organization, gov¬ 
ernment, or school. ■ She went to the unemployment office. ■ 
Where is the registrar’s office on campus? ■ the U.S. Patent 
Office —see also foreign office, home office, post 
OFFICE, REGISTER OFFICE, REGISTRY OFFICE 

good offices formal : help from someone who has power or 
authority ■ I got the interview through the good offices of a 
former classmate. 

Office boy noun, pi ~ boys [count] old-fashioned : a boy or 
man employed to do simple jobs in an office 
Office girl noun, pi ~ girls [count] old-fashioned : a girl or 
woman employed to do simple jobs in an office 


of-fice-hold-er / , a:f3s,houlda«/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a 
person who has an official job or position especially in the 
government ■ the city’s/state’s officeholders 
Office hours noun [plural] 

1 : the time during the day when people work in an office ■ 
Our office hours are 8:30 to 4:00 Monday through Friday. 

2 US : the time during the day when a teacher is available to 
meet with students in his or her office • She has office hours 
Monday and Wednesday mornings from 9:00 to 11:00. 

3 US : a time during the day when people can see a doctor or 
dentist — called also {Brit) surgery 

Of-fi-cer /'ccfasa 1 / noun, pi -cers [count] 

■f : a member of a police force : police officer — often 
used as a title ■ Officer Ruiz responded to the call. — see also 
probation officer 

2 : a person who has an important position in a company, 
organization, or government ■ The bank’s officers [-execu¬ 
tives] will meet next week. — see also chief executive of¬ 
ficer, RETURNING OFFICER 

3 : a person who has a position of authority or command in 
the military ■ an officer in the navy = a naval officer — see 
also COMMANDING OFFICER, PETTY OFFICER, STAFF OFFI¬ 
CER 

1 of-fi-cial /a'fijal/ acfj 

1 always used before a noun : of or relating to the job or 
work of someone in a position of authority • official respon¬ 
sibilities ■ She was accused of destroying official documents. 
■ Her illness did not prevent her from performing her official 
duties. ■ The Vice President is on an official trip/visit. 

2 a — used to describe something that is said in a public 
way by someone in a position of authority ■ We’re still wait¬ 
ing for an official announcement of his resignation. ■ It’s offi¬ 
cial. His resignation has been accepted. • The official expla¬ 
nation is that he hurt himself accidentally, but many people 
suspect that he was injured in a fight, b — used to describe 
something that is done in a public and often formal way ■ 
The museum’s official opening will be next month. ■ an offi¬ 
cial ceremony 

3 always used before a noun : proper for or used by someone 
who has a position of authority ■ We extended an official 
greeting to the ambassador. ■ the mayor’s official residence 

4 always used before a noun : having authority • Official 
sources have confirmed the rumor. : having authority to 
perform a service or duty ■ He attended the funeral as the 
president’s official representative. ■ the official government 
of the 13 colonies 

5 : permitted, accepted, or approved by the government or 
by a person or organization that has authority ■ What is your 
country’s official language? ■ an official major-league base¬ 
ball ■ The change in the policy should soon be official. 

— of-fi-ciaMy adv ■ The museum officially opens next 
month. ■ The company’s name was officially changed in 
1982. ■ She officially entered the race for mayor. 

2 official noun, pi -cials [count] 

1 : a person who has a position of authority in a company, 
organization, or government: a person who holds an office ■ 
She interviewed a senior official from the previous adminis¬ 
tration. ■ public/government/city officials ■ A company offi¬ 
cial responded to our request. 

2 : a person (such as a referee or umpire) who makes sure 
that players are following the rules of a game ■ a football offi¬ 
cial 

Of-fi-Cial-dom /aTiJaldam/ noun [noncount] formal + often 
disapproving : the people in an organization or government 
who are in positions of authority • church officialdom 
of-fi-cial-ese /a.fija'liiz/ noun [noncount] usually disap¬ 
proving + formal : the language used in official documents 
that is difficult for most people to understand • The docu¬ 
ments were full of confusing officialese. 
of-fi-ci-ate /a'fij'i.eit/ verb -ates; -at*ed; -at-ing 

1 formal : to perform the official duties of a ceremony [no 
obj] — usually + at ■ Our parish priest officiated at our wed¬ 
ding. ■ The mayor officiated at the opening of the new public 
library. [+ obj] The bishop officiated the memorial Mass. 

2 sports : to be a referee, umpire, or judge at a game, tourna¬ 
ment, etc. [no obj] — usually + at ■ She officiated at the ten¬ 
nis match. [+ obj] Two referees officiated the hockey game. 

Of-fi-CiOUS /a'fijas/ adj [more most ~] disapproving — 
used to describe an annoying person who tries to tell other 
people what to do in a way that is not wanted or needed ■ Af¬ 
ter the boss told his workers what to do, his officious assis¬ 
tant stepped in to supervise. 
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noticeboard (Brit) 
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— of*fi*cious*ly adv ■ He officiously shouted orders at the 
workers. 

Off-ing /'aifii)/ noun 

in the offing : likely to happen soon ■ A promotion might be 
in the offing for him. ■ Some big changes are in the offing. 
off-key / l a:f*ki:/ adj [more — ; most —] : not in tune : above 
or below the proper pitch ■ Some of the notes were slightly 
off-key. 

— off-key adv ■ He sang off-key. 

Off—kil*ter /'aiPkiltaV adj [more most ~] 

1 : not perfectly balanced or even ■ The stairs are a little off- 
kilter. 

2 : different from the ordinary, usual, or expected ■ Her nov¬ 
els are full of off-kilter characters in odd situations. 

off-licence noun, pi -cences [count] Brit: a store that sells 
alcoholic drinks 

Off—limdtS /*a:f hmsts/ adj, not used before a noun 
1 — used to say that people are not allowed to enter a place 
or use something ■ The basement and garage will be off-limits 
during the renovations. ■ The historical documents have 
been placed off-limits. — often + to* Certain areas in the mu¬ 


seum are currently off-limits to visitors. 

2 — used to say that people are not allowed to talk about 
something ■ The subject of sex was off-limits in her family, 
off-line ArfMain/ adj 

1 : not connected to a computer, a computer network, or 
the Internet ■ The system will be off-line for about an hour 
this afternoon. ■ The printer is off-line. 

2 : not done on a computer network or the Internet ■ off-line 
activities/storage 

— off-line adv ■ I’m working off-line today because the net¬ 
work has been slow. — opposite online 
off-load /,a:floud/ verb -loads; -load*ed; -loading [+ 

obj] 

1 : to remove (something) from a truck, ship, etc. ■ Workers 
off-loaded [=(more commonly) unloaded] the equipment 
from the trailer. • I’ll off-load the truck at the warehouse. 

2 : to give away or sell (something unwanted) to someone 
: to get rid of (something) ■ He off-loaded part of his baseball 
card collection. • She tried to off-load some of her stock be¬ 
fore prices fell. 

Off-peak /'aiPpiik/ adj \ less busy or active than other times 
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: not peak ■ What are the telephone rates during off-peak 
hours? ■ They always vacation during off-peak periods. 

Off—put-ting /'ccf.piJtig/ adj [more most ~]: not pleasing 

or likable : causing you to feel dislike of someone or some¬ 
thing ■ He has an off-putting [=unfriendty\ manner. ■ The res¬ 
taurant’s d6cor was strangely off-putting. ■ The wording of 
the memo was very off-putting. 

— off—put-ting-ly adv ■ His manner is off-puttingly formal, 
off-ramp /'ai^nemp/ noun, pi -ramps [count\ US : a short 

road that is used to gradually slow down after leaving a high¬ 
way — called also (Brit) slip road ; compare on-ramp 
off—road /'aifrood/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : designed to be used on trails or dirt roads ■ Off-road vehi¬ 
cles are prohibited on the beach. 

2 : involving or used by off-road vehicles ■ off-road racing/ 
trails 

off-screen /'a.Pskri.n/ adv 

1 : not happening or present in the scene that is being shown 
on a television or movie screen ■ In one scene you could see 
the shadow of someone offscreen. ■ Strange sounds were 
heard offscreen. 

2 of an actor : in private life ■ Offscreen , she is nothing like 
the character she plays on TV. 

— off-screen adj • The characters had an offscreen argu¬ 
ment. ■ There were rumors of an offscreen romance be¬ 
tween her and the leading man. 

Off—Sea-SOn /'ccfiSirzan/ noun, pi -sons [count] 

1 : a period of time when travel to a particular place is less 
popular and prices are usually lower ■ They always travel 
during the off-season to take advantage of low prices. ■ off¬ 
season rates/travel 

2 sports : a period of time when official games, tournaments, 
etc., are not being played ■ During the off-season , he had sur¬ 
gery on his shoulder. ■ He was brought to the team in an off¬ 
season trade. 

— off-season adv ■ They like to travel off-season. 
off-set /'cutset/ verb -sets; -set; -set-ting [+ obj] : to can¬ 
cel or reduce the effect of (something) : to create an equal 
balance between two things • Gains in one area offset losses 
in another. ■ The limited storage space in the house is offset 
by the large garage. 

off-shoot /'a:f Ju:t/ noun, pi -shoots [count] 

1 : something (such as a business) that develops from some¬ 
thing larger ■ The business started as an offshoot of an estab¬ 
lished fashion design company. 

2 : a branch that grows on one of the main stems of a plant 
off-shore /'aifMW adj 

1 : moving away from the shore toward the water ■ an off¬ 
shore breeze 

2 : located in the ocean away from the shore ■ We sailed to 
an offshore island. ■ He works on an offshore oil rig. 

3 : located in a foreign country ■ They opened an offshore 
bank account. ■ He traced the money to an offshore invest¬ 
ment company. 

— offshore adv • An oil company is drilling offshore. ■ The 
ships are anchored about a mile offshore. ■ A light breeze 
was blowing offshore. 

Off-Side /'aiPsaid/ adj 

1 sports : in a position in a game (such as football or hockey) 
on the opponent’s part of the field where you are not al¬ 
lowed to be : not onside ■ The play was stopped because the 
center was offside. 

2 Brit : on the right side : right-hand ■ the car’s offside 
mirror/headlight — compare nearside 

the offside Brit : the right-hand side ■ The car was damaged 
on the offside. 

— offside adv 

Off—Site /'a:f salt/ adv : away from the place of a business or 
activity ■ Printing of our dictionary is done off-site. 

— opposite on-site 

— off—site adj • Off-site parking is available at the airport. 
Off—Speed /'aiPspiid/ adj, baseball, of a pitch : slower than 

usual or expected ■ He has trouble hitting off-speed pitches, 
off-spring /'a:f,sprig/ noun, pi offspring [count] 

1 : a person’s child ■ The disease can be transmitted from 
parent to offspring. ■ The show is about two couples and the 
adventures of their rebellious offspring. 

2 : the young of an animal or plant ■ The colt is the offspring 
of two racing champions. 

off-stage /'aif'steicfe/ adv 

1 : on the part of the stage that the audience cannot see : be¬ 
hind or to the side of the stage • She waited offstage for her 


cue. ■ We heard a loud crash offstage. — compare back- 
stage, ONSTAGE 

2 of a performer : in private life ■ Offstage, the actress is very 
down-to-earth. 

3 : in a place that is away from public view : behind the 
scenes ■ Much of the important work of the conference was 
done offstage. 

— offstage adj • Their offstage relationship ended soon after 
the play closed. 

Off-Street adj, always used before a noun : not on a public 
road ■ Off-street parking is available for residents, 
off—the—Cliff adj : not prepared in advance : done without 
planning or preparation ■ He made some off-the-cuff remarks 
during his presentation which drew laughter. — see also off 
the cuff at 'cuff 

off-the-peg adj, chiefly Brit : off-the-rack 
Off—the—rack adj, US — used to describe clothes that you 
can buy in a store in different sizes that are not made to fit a 
particular person ■ an off-the-rack suit — see also off the rack 
at ‘rack 

Off—the—record adj — used to describe statements that are 
made to a reporter but that are not supposed to be included 
in a story, newspaper report, etc. ■ The reporter used off-the- 
record comments in the story that should not have been 
made public. — see also off the record at 1 record 
Off-the-shelf adj : available for sale from a store’s supply 
of goods : not specially designed or custom-made ■ They 
used mostly off-the-shelf stereo components for the media 
room. ■ off-the-shelf software 

off—the—wall adj [more most ~] informal : very unusual 
or strange » She has an off-the-wall sense of humor. ■ Some of 
his ideas are really off-the-wall. 

off-white /'aiPwait/ noun [noncount] : a yellowish or gray¬ 
ish white ■ They painted the walls in off-white. 

— off-white adj ■ an off-white shirt 
off year noun, pi ~ years [count] 

1 : a year in which activity or production is lower than usual 
■ It has been an off year for auto sales. 

2 US, politics : a year in which no major elections are held 
Oft /'a: ft/ adv, literary : often — often used in combination 

with a past participle ■ an o/?-repeated story ■ an oft- quoted 
statement 

of-ten /'a:fan/ adv of-ten-er; -est [or more most ~] 

: many times : on many occasions : frequently ■ They go 
out to dinner fairly often. ■ How often do you call your moth¬ 
er? ■ The condition often returns even after treatment with 
antibiotics. ■ I often take a walk during my lunch break. ■ He 
travels more often than I do. ■ The disease is diagnosed most 
often in children. ■ They seem to be getting into arguments ^ 
more and more often. • Often, she works late. ■ It’s not often 11 
that I get to enjoy a day off. ■ Water the plants often enough ^ 
to keep the soil moist. ■ We hear from her every so often. 

[= occasionally, once in a while] • More often than not [^typi¬ 
cally, usually], he forgets his hat. ■ She arrived home from 
work late, as often as not [=very often] ■ We see this prob¬ 
lem all too often. [=too commonly] 

Of-ten-times /'a.fan.taimz/ adv, US : often ■ Oftentimes, 
he is the only man in the aerobics class, 
ogle /'ougol/ verb ogles; ogled; ogling [+ obj ] 

T usually disapproving : to look at (someone) in a way that 
shows sexual attraction ■ He sat at the bar, ogling several 
women. 

2 : to look at (something) in a way that suggests strong inter¬ 
est or desire ■ He ogled the new cars on the lot. ■ I was ogling 
the dessert menu before my meal ^ven arrived, 
ogre /'oug»/ noun, pi ogres [count] 

T : an ugly giant in children’s stories that eats people 
2 : someone or something that is very frightening, cruel, or 
difficult to deal with ■ The book portrays their father as an 
ogre who mistreated them. ■ the ogre of inflation 
1 0h /'ou/ interj 

A — used to express surprise, happiness, disappointment, or 
sadness ■ Oh, it’s so windy out here! ■ Oh, I’m so sorry to hear 
that. - Oh n&. I forgot my purse. 

2 — used in response to a physical sensation (such as pain) ■ 

Oh, that hurt. ■ Oh, that does taste good. 

3 also O — used to address someone directly ■ Oh sir, you 
forgot your change. ■ Oh, waiter! We’d like the bill, please ■ 

Bless us, O Lord. 

4 — used f or emphasis when responding to a question or 
statement or when making a statement ■ “Have you ever 
been to Venice?" "Oh, yes. It’s one of my favorite cities." ■ 
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“He’s planning to change jobs.” “Oh7 Really?” ■ Oh all right. 
If you insist. • Oh for some time to relax and read a book! [=1 
wish I had some time to relax and read a book] 

5 — used to show that something is understood • “I’m going 
to the dentist now.” “Oh, okay. I’ll see you later.” ■ “But I 
won’t be available on Monday." “Oh, I see. My mistake.” 

6 — used during a pause in speaking ■ Their house is about, 
oh. I’d say four miles from here. 

2 oh /'ou/ noun, pi ohs [count] US — used to show the way the 
number 0 is often pronounced ■ The number is three, oh, 
nine. [=309] 

OH abbr Ohio 

Ohm /'oum/ noun, pi ohms [count] technical : a unit for 
measuring electrical resistance 

Oi /'oi/ inter/, Brit, informal — used to get the attention of 
someone or to express disapproval ■ Oi, what are you doing 
with my car! ■ Oi\ —get away from there! 

Oik /'oik/ noun, pi oiks [count] Brit slang : a person who is 
very rude or stupid 
1 0il /'ojal/ noun, pi oils 

™T [noncount] a : a thick, black liquid that comes from the 
ground and that is used in making various products (such as 
gasoline) ■ The price of crude oil is expected to rise. ■ drilling 
for oil — often used before another noun ■ oil prices/compa- 
nies/wells/refineries ■ the oil industry ■ The world’s oil sup¬ 
plies/reserves are diminishing, b : a type of oil that is used 
as a fuel to produce heat or light ■ We heat our house with 
oil. ■ heating oil ■ an oil lamp C : a type of oil that makes the 
different parts in an engine, machine, etc., run smoothly ■ I 
asked the mechanic to check the oil. [=to make sure that 
there was enough oil to make the car engine run smoothly] ■ 
A little bit of oil will help lubricate the chain. 

2 [count, noncount] : a liquid substance that comes from a 
plant or animal, that contains fat, and that is used in cooking 
■ Add a little oil to the pan and stir-fry the onions. ■ The 
dressing is made with oil, vinegar, and a pinch of herbs. 
— see also castor oil, coconut oil, cod-liver oil, 

CORN OIL, ESSENTIAL OIL, LINSEED OIL, OLIVE OIL, PALM 
OIL 

3 [count, noncount]: a smooth substance that is used on the 
skin, hair, or body to make it soft or healthy ■ scented bath 
oils 

4 a oils [plural] : oil paints ■ He works mostly in oils. [=he 
mostly uses oil paints] b [count] : an oil painting ■ The ex¬ 
hibit includes oils and watercolors. ■ an oil on canvas 
a/the squeaky wheel gets the oil see 1 wheel 

burn the midnight oil see ‘burn 
2 oil verb oils; oiled; oll-ing [+ obi] ’ to put oil in or on (some¬ 
thing) ■ He oiled the bearings of the machine, 
oil-can /'ojal.kasn/ noun, pi -cans [count] : a can for hold¬ 
ing oil; especially : a can with a long thin part through which 
oil comes out slowly 

Oil-Cloth /'ojal|klu:0/ noun [noncount] : cloth that is treated 
with oil so that it does not let water in and that is used espe¬ 
cially to cover tables and shelves 
Oiled /'ojald/ adj : treated or covered with oil ■ Place the veg¬ 
etables in the oiled pan. ■ oiled paper — see also WELL- 
OILED 

Oil field noun, pi ~~ fields [count] : an area where there is a 
lot of oil and where special equipment has been set up to re¬ 
move it from the ground 

Oil-man /'ojalman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] : a person 
(usually a man) who owns or works for an oil company 
Oil paint noun, pi ~ paints [count, noncount] : paint that 
contains oil 

oil painting noun, pi ~ -ings 

1 [noncount] : the art of painting with oil paints ■ He studied 
oil painting in college. 

2 [count] : a picture that is painted with oil paints ■ A large 
oil painting hangs above the mantel. 

no oil painting Brit, informal: not physically attractive ■ His 
new girlfriend is no oil painting. 
oil pan noun, pi ~ pans [Count] chiefly US : the lower part 
of an engine that holds the oil — called also (Brit) sump 
Oil rig noun, pi ~~ rigs [count] : a structure above an oil well 
on land or in the sea that has special equipment attached to 
it for drilling and removing oil from the ground — called 
also oil platform 

Oil-Seed rape /'ojal.siid-/ noun [noncount] chiefly Brit 
: 3 rape 

Oil-Skin /'oja^skin/ noun, pi -skins 


1 [noncount] ; cloth that is treated with oil so that it does not 
let water in and that is used to make clothing 

2 [count]: a raincoat that is made of oilskin 

3 oilskins [plural] : a coat and pants that are made of oilskin 
and that are worn to keep dry ■ fishermen dressed in oilskins 

Oil Slick noun, pi ~ slicks [count] : a thin layer of oil that is 
floating on the surface of the ocean, a lake, etc. 

Oil tanker noun, pi ~ -ers [count] ; a large ship that carries 
oil 


Oil well noun, pi ~~ wells [count] : a hole that has been 
drilled into the ground through which oil can be removed 
Oily /'oili/ adj oil-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : having the smooth or greasy quality of oil ■ The liquid has 
an oily feel. 

2 a : covered or soaked with oil ■ a pile of oily rags b : con¬ 
taining or producing a large amount of oil ■ Her skin/hair is 
oily. ■ an oily fish ■ The salad dressing was very oily. 

— oil-l-ness noun [noncount] ■ The skin cleanser helps re¬ 
duce oiliness. 

Oink /'oirjk/ noun, pi oinks [count] : the sound made by a 
hog or pig 

— oink verb oinks; oinked; oink-ing [no obj] ■ an oinking 
. Pig 

Oint-ment /'omtmant/ noun, pi -ments [count, noncount] 
: a smooth substance that is rubbed on the skin to help heal 
a wound or to reduce pain or discomfort ■ You should put 
some ointment on that cut. 
fly in the ointment see 3 flY 
OJ abbr, US orange juice 
'OK or okay /ou'kei/ adv, informal 

1 a — used to ask for or express agreement, approval, or un¬ 
derstanding ■ “I’m going to stay here, OAT?” “Yes, that’s fine." 

■ “Let’s eat out tonight." “OK. Where do you want to go?” ■ 
“Can we rent a video tonight?” “OK." ■ “I’ll be there in a 
minute, okay ?” b — used for emphasis at the beginning of 
a statement ■ Okay everybody, it’s time to go now. ■ “Hurry 
up!” “Okay, okay. I’m almost ready.” ■ OK, so I was wrong. 
I’m sorry. 

2 : fairly well : well enough ■ “How did you do at the inter¬ 
view?” “I think I did okay .” ■ He’s doing OK in math. 

2 OK or okay adj, informal 

1I : fairly good : not very good or very bad ■ She’s an OK 
[=fair] player. ■ He’s okay [=he is not bad] at math, but he re¬ 
ally likes history. ■ The movie was just OK. 

2 : acceptable or agreeable ■ Is it OK if I take tomorrow off? 

■ Is she OK with the schedule change? ■ It's okay by me if you 
want to stay longer. ■ Is my dress OKI ■ It may be OK to do 
that sort of thing at home, but it isn’t OK here. 

3 not used before a noun a : not ill, hurt, unhappy, etc. ■ 
“Are you feeling OKI [=well]" “Yes, I’m fine.” b : not 
marked by problems, danger, etc. ■ Don’t worry. Everything 
will be OK. [=all right] ■ “I'm so sorry that I'm late.” “It’s/ 
That’s OK. We still have plenty of time.” ■ “Are you OK for 
money?" “Yes, I have enough." 

4 : likable, good, or honest ■ He seems like an okay [=decent] 
_ guy. 

OK or okay verb OK’s or okays; OK’d or okayed; OK’¬ 
ing or okay-ing [+ obj ] informal : to approve (something) 
: to say or decide that (something) will be allowed ■ The boss 
needs to OK this before we place the order. ■ Who OK’d your 
request? 

4 OK or okay noun [singular] informal : approval or permis¬ 
sion ■ We need her OK on this before we place the order. ■ 
The boss gave his okay. 

5 OK abbr Oklahoma 

okey-doke /,ouki'douk/ or okey-do-key /.ouki'douki/ 
adv, informal 

1 — used to express agreement or approval ■ “I’ll be there in 
a minute." “ Okeydoke .” 

2 — used for emphasis at the beginning of a statement ■ 
“ Okeydoke kids, it’s time to clean up now.” 

Okra /'oukra/ noun [noncount] : a 
tall plant whose pods are eaten as 
a vegetable and are used in soups 
and stews; also : the pods of this 
plant 

1 0ld /'ould/ adj old-er; -est 

1 a ; having lived for many years 
: not young ■ He’s an old man 
now. ■ a little old lady ■ She was 
helping an old [=(more politely) 
elderly] woman cross the street, b — used to talk about or 
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ask about a person’s age ■ He looks old for his age. [=he looks 
older than he really is] ■ She’s older than she looks. [=she has 
a young appearance] ■ He’s dating an older woman. [=a wom¬ 
an who is older than he is] ■ I wasn’t old enough [=1 was too 
young] to vote in the last election. ■ “How old is your daugh¬ 
ter?” “She’s almost six." ■ Their oldest [-eldest] child is 18 
years old. ■ My sister’s three years older than me. ■ She lived 
to the ripe old age of 85. ■ He joked that he was as old as the 
hills. [=very old] C : having a specified age ■ He’s 30 years 
old. ■ a nine-month-o/d baby 

2 a : having existed or been in use for a long time : not new 
■ We rented an old black-and-white movie. ■ old newspapers/ 
magazines • a beautiful old house ■ There’s an old saying that 
good fences make good neighbors. ■ an old family tradition ■ 
a new approach to an old problem ■ She wore a T-shirt and 
an old pair of jeans. ■ I wish you would stop wearing that 
dirty old hat! • The hotel was old and dingy. ■ the oldest 
known civilization in the region b : having existed for a 
specified amount of time ■ The house we live in is 50 years 
old. ■ a 400-year-o/d castle 

3 always used before a noun a : belonging to, used by, or 
known by someone in the past ■ We went back to visit our 
old neighborhood. ■ I met one of my old [=former] professors 
at the library. ■ one of his old cars ■ I made a lot less money at 
my old job. ■ That’s their old number. The new number is 
555-4397. ■ She is now just a shadow of her old self. [=she is 
not the person she was in the past] b — used to say that 
someone or something has been your friend, enemy, etc., for 
a long time ■ I had lunch with an old friend of mine. [=a 
friend I have known for a very long time] ■ They’re old ene¬ 
mies. ■ Spaghetti is an old favorite in our home. 

4 always used before a noun : done or experienced many 
times ■ Do we have to go through that old routine again? • 
Grandpa tells the same old stories over and over again. ■ 
When she brought up the same old argument, I just stopped 
listening. 

5 informal — used for emphasis after adjectives like big, 
good , etc. ■ We had a big old party in her honor. ■ You poor 
old thing. You must be exhausted! ■ Good old Joe. He’s al¬ 
ways helping people in need. 

any old infortnal — used to describe someone or something 
that is not special or specific ■ I don’t care where I sleep. 
Any old couch will do. ■ She won’t drink any old tea; it has 
to be her favorite kind. ■ You’ll have to park any old way 
[=any way] you can. ■ Give me beer over champagne any 
old day (of the week). 
chip off the old block see 'chip 
for old times’ sake see 'sake 

old boy/chap/man/etc. Brit, old-fashioned — used to ad¬ 
dress a man ■ Don’t worry, old chap , it’ll be all right. — see 
also OLD BOY 
- see also good old boy 

synonyms old, ancient, antique, and archaic de¬ 
scribe things that existed or were used in the past. OLD is 
the most common and general of these words and can re¬ 
fer to either the recent past or to the distant past. ■ This is 
one of my old sweaters. ■ The neighborhood has many old 
houses that were built more than 200 years ago. ancient 
refers to things that happened or existed in the very distant 
past and that may or may not exist today. ■ an ancient cus¬ 
tom ■ the ancient pyramids of Egypt ANTIQUE refers to 
things, such as toys, machines, and pieces of furniture, 
that have been kept from the past and that are often valu¬ 
able. ■ She collects antique furniture. ARCHAIC refers to 
things, such as words or ways of behaving, that belong to a 
much earlier time and that are no longer used. ■ The play 
used archaic language to convey a sense of the past. ■ an 
archaic tradition _ 

2 Old noun, pi olds 

1 [count\ : a person who has a specified age — used in com¬ 
bination ■ The game is suitable for six-year-o/ds. [=for chil¬ 
dren who are six years old] ■ Their 11-month-o/d has just 
learned how to walk. ■ 30-year -olds 

2 old [plural] : old people ■ Young and old alike will enjoy 
the movie. — often used with the ■ The old [=(more com¬ 
monly) the elderly ] and the sick were helped first. 

of old formal + literary : in the past: in a time that was long 
ago ■ in (the) days of old ■ (Brit) She’s a friend who knows 
me of old. [-has known me for a long time] 

Old age noun [noncount\ : the fact of being old ■ She died of 
old age. : the time of life when a person is old ■ He’s getting 
sweeter in his old age. 


— old-age adj, always used before a noun ■ an old-age home 
• (Brit) He is eligible to receive an old-age pension. 

Old boy noun, pi ~ boys [count] 

1 or Old Boy chiefly Brit : a person who went to a respected 
or well-known private school for boys • an Old Boys' reunion 

— compare OLD GIRL 

2 chiefly Brit, informal : an old man ■ The old boy had some 
trouble getting up the stairs. 

old boy network also old boys’ network usually disapprov¬ 
ing : an informal system in which wealthy men with the 
same social and educational background help each other ■ 
He got his job through the old boy network. 

— see also good old boy 
old country noun 

the old country : the country where a person was born or 
lived before moving to a new country • They left the old 
country more than 30 years ago. • This music reminds me 
of the old country. 

Olde /'ould/ — used as a variant spelling of “old" in the 
names of places, in advertisements, etc. ■ Ye Olde Pub ■ mer¬ 
ry olde England 

Old*en /'ouldan/ adj, always used before a noun : of or relat¬ 
ing to a time in the distant past ■ What was life like in the old¬ 
en days? - stories of olden times 
Old English noun [noncount]: the English language before 
1100 ■ Old English is very different from modem English. — 
called also Anglo-Saxon; compare middle English 
Old—fash-ioned /'ould'fcejand/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : o? or relating to the past: such as a : no longer used or 
accepted : replaced by something more recent ■ an old- 
fashioned word ■ His views on the role of women in society 
are terribly old-fashioned. ■ Her clothes are so plain and old- 
fashioned. b : typical of the past in a pleasing or desirable 
way • old-fashioned courtesy and good manners ■ an old- 
fashioned love story ■ I feel like listening to some good old- 
fashioned rock ‘n’ roll. ■ She worked hard and became suc¬ 
cessful the old-fashioned way. 

2 of a person : using or preferring traditions or ideas from 
the past ■ She was an old-fashioned girl from a small town. ■ 
I’m rather old-fashioned when it comes to dating. 

— opposite MODERN 

Old girl noun, pi ~ girls [count] chiefly Brit 

1 or Old Girl : a woman who went to a respected or well- 
known private school for girls ■ an Old Girls' reunion 

— compare old boy 

2 informal : an old woman ■ The old girl had some trouble 
getting up the stairs. 

Old Glory noun [noncount] : the flag of the United States 
Old—growth adj, always used before a noun : of or relating 
to forests that have been growing for a long time ■ old-growth 
forests ■ old-growth trees ■ old-growth timber 
old guard noun 

the old guard : the usually older members of an organiza¬ 
tion (such as a political party) who do not want or like 
change ■ She’s not popular with the old guard. ■ (US) The 
old guard is stronger than ever. = (Brit) The old guard are 
stronger than ever. 

Old hand noun, pi ~ hands [count]: a person who has a lot 
of experience doing something ■ He’s an old hand at working 
on cars. 

Old hat acjj, not used before a noun [more most ~]: seen 
or done many times and no longer interesting ■ I suppose my 
favorite joke’s a bit old hat by now. ■ Making hit movies is 
old hat for/to him. 

Old-ie /'ouldi/ noun, pi -ies [count] infortnal : someone or 
something that is not new ■ This recipe’s an oldie and a favor¬ 
ite in my family. ■ an oldie but goodie ■ (Brit) He’s one of the 
oldies [=(US) old-timers] on the soccer team. — see also 
GOLDEN OLDIE 

Old lady noun, pi ~ -dies [count] infortnal 

1 : someone’s wife or girlfriend ■ He cheated on his old lady. 

2 : someone’s mother ■ My old lady says I have to be home 
by eight. 

Old— line /'ould'lain/ adj, always used before a noun [more ~; 
most ~] US 

1 a : having a good reputation because of the high quality of 
a service, product, etc., that has been provided for many 
years ■ We made sure he used an old-line law firm. ■ old-line 
wine producers b : powerful and important in a society for 
a long time ■ old-line Virginia families 

2 : supporting traditional policies or practices : not encour¬ 
aging or liking change within an organization ■ His more old- 
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line colleagues expressed their concern with the changes. ■ 
an old-line Democrat 

Old maid noun, pi ~ maids [count] old-fashioned + disap¬ 
proving : a woman who has never been married and who is 
no longer young ■ In my generation, you were considered an 
old maid at 25. 

Old man noun, pi ~ men [count] informal 

1 : someone’s husband or boyfriend ■ I’ve been with my old 
man for 12 years now. 

2 : someone’s father ■ I used to work with your old man. 
old master or Old Master noun, pi ~ -ters [count] 

1 : a famous and highly skilled artist; especially : a famous 
painter of the 16th, 17th, or early 18th century ■ He is now 
recognized as one of the Old Masters of the Dutch school. 

2 : a work of art created by an Old Master ■ their collection 
of old masters 

Old money noun [noncount] : people whose families have 
been rich for a long time ■ He comes from old money. 

— old money adj ■ an old money family/neighborhood 
Old Nick /■ould'nik/ noun, chiefly Brit, old-fashioned — 
used as a name of the devil 

Old salt noun, pi ~ salts [count] it formal : someone who 
has sailed for many years ■ An old salt told me tales about life 
in the navy. 

Old—School adj [more most ~] informal 

1 : typical of an earlier style or form ■ I mostly listen to old- 
school rap and hip-hop. ■ old-school comedians : based on a 
way of doing things that was common in the past ■ old-school 
[-traditional] values ■ old-school medicine 

2 : using or supporting traditional practices ■ We had an old- 
school coach who made us run two miles every day. 

Old School noun 

the old school : the people who support traditional policies 
and practices ■ a politician of the old school 
old*Ster /'ouldste/ noun, pi -sters [count] informal : an old 
person ■ active and lively oldsters 
Old-Style adj, always used before a noun : typical of the past 
often in a pleasing way ■ I love the old-style elegance of those 
black-and-white movies. ■ old-style entertainment ■ old-style 
politicians 

Old Testament noun 

the Old Testament : the first part of the Christian Bible that 
tells about the Jews, their history, and God’s words to 
them in the time before Jesus Christ was bom — compare 
NEW TESTAMENT 

Old-time /'ould'taim/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : of a kind or style that was typical of the past ■ old-time 
songs ■ an old-time movie star ■ old-time religion ■ old-time 
liberalism 

2 US : having been something specified for a long time 
: longtime ■ They’re old-time residents of the neighbor¬ 
hood. ■ an old-time rivalry 

Old—tim-er /'ould^taima 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who has a lot of experience : someone who has 
been a member of a company or organization for a long time 
■ I’ve asked some of the old-timers to help train new workers. 

2 US : an old person ■ It’s good for old-timers like me to have 
young people around. ■ Only a few old-timers still speak the 
language. ■ How are you feeling today, old-timer ? 

Old—timey /‘ould'taimi/ adj [more —; most ~] US, informal 
: of a kind or style that was popular in the past ■ There’s an 
old-timey feel to their music. ■ old-timey folk music 
Old wives’ tale noun, pi ~ tales [count] disapproving : a 
common belief about something that is not based on facts 
and that is usually false ■ Frogs won’t give you warts. That’s 
just an old wives' tale. ■ the old wives' tale about the full moon 
causing people to act crazy — compare SUPERSTITION 
Old World noun 

the Old World : Africa, Asia, and especially Europe » The 
animal is found throughout the Old World. — compare 
NEW WORLD 

Old—WOrld /'ould'waJd/ adj, always used before a noun : old- 
fashioned or traditional in a way that pleasantly reminds you 
of the past ■ I like the restaurant’s old-world elegance/charm. 
Ole /'oul/ — used to represent a very informal way of saying 
“old” ■ a big ole tractor ■ We had a fine ole time, 
ole-an-der /'oulhEenda/ noun, pi -ders [count, noncount] 
: a bush with long, narrow leaves and white, pink, or yellow 
flowers 

O level noun, pi O levels [count] Brit : a basic test in a par¬ 
ticular subject taken by students in England, Wales, and 


Northern Ireland usually at the age of 18 — called also Ordi¬ 
nary level', compare a level, s level 
ol-fac-to-ry /al'fsektari/ adj, technical : of, relating to, or 
connected with the sense of smell ■ an olfactory stimulus 
oM-garch /'a^gaa-k/ noun, pi -garchs [count] somewhat 
formal : a person who belongs to a small group of people 
who govern or control a country, business, etc. 
oli-gar-chy /'adajgaaJci/ noun, pi -chies 

1 [count] a : a country, business, etc., that is controlled by a 
small group of people ■ Their nation is an oligarchy, b : the 
people that control a country, business, etc. ■ An oligarchy 
rules their nation. 

2 [noncount] : government or control by a small group of 
people ■ The corporation is ruled by oligarchy. 

Ol-ive / l a:hv/ noun, pi -ives 

1 [count] a : a small, egg-shaped black or green fruit that is 
used as food or for making oil ■ a sauce made with chopped 
olives b : a tree on which olives grow — called also olive 
tree 

2 [noncount] : a yellowish-green color ■ Does the suit come 
in olive ? — called also olive green ; see color picture on page 
C2 

- Olive adj ■ She has olive skin. [=her skin has a yellowish- 
green tone to it] ■ He has an olive complexion. 

Olive branch noun, pi ~ branches [count] : something 
that is said or done to make peace or to show that you want 
peace : a symbol of peace ■ The winner extended/offered an 
olive branch to his opponent by calling him a great player. 
Olive drab noun [noncount] chiefly US : a grayish-green col¬ 
or ■ a shirt in olive drab\ also : clothing of this color ■ The sol¬ 
diers were dressed in olive drab. 

Olive green noun [noncount ]: olive 2 
Olive Oil noun, pi ~ oils [count, noncount] : a yellow to 
yellowish-green oil that is made from olives and used in 
cooking ■ a teaspoon of olive oil 
olive tree noun, pi trees [count]: olive lb 
Olym«pi«ad /aMimphasd/ noun, pi -ads [count] : an occa¬ 
sion when the modem Olympics are held ■ the games of the 
24th Olympiad 

1 Olym-pi-an /s'hmpuan/ noun, pi -ans [count] : an athlete 
who competes in the Olympics ■ modem Olympians 
2 Olympian adj, always used before a noun, formal : like that 
of a god : very impressive, powerful, etc. ■ the Olympian 
heights of his disdain ■ an Olympian effort 
Olym-pic /a'limpik/ adj, always used before a noun : of or 
relating to the Olympics ■ the U.S. Olympic team ■ She won 
an Olympic medal in diving. ■ an Olympic athlete 
Olym-pics /aMimpiks/ noun 
the Olympics : a series of international athletic contests 
held in a different country once every four years — called 
also (formal ) the Olympic Games 
om-buds-man /'aim.budzman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ 
[count] : a person (such as a government official or an em¬ 
ployee) who investigates complaints and tries to deal with 
problems fairly ■ The insurance company’s ombudsman was 
able to resolve the problem. ■ The town’s ombudsman said he 
would look into charges of corruption. 

Ome-ga /ou'meiga, Brit ‘aumiga/ noun, pi -gas [count]: the 
24th and last letter of the Greek alphabet — Q or or, see also 
alpha and omega 

Omega—3 /ou'meiga'Gri:, Brit 'aumiga'Gri:/ noun, pi 
omega—3s [count, noncount]: a type of fat that is good for 
your heart and is found in fish, green leafy vegetables, and 
some nuts — called also omega-3 fatty acid 
om-e-let or om*e*lette Aumlat/ noun, pi -lets or -lettes 
[count] : a dish made from eggs that are mixed together, 
cooked without stirring, and served folded in half often with 
a filling of cheese, vegetables, or meat 
omen /'ouman/ noun, pi omens [count] : something that is 
believed to be a sign or warning of something that will hap¬ 
pen in the future ■ a bad omen • They regarded the win as a 
good omen for the team. ■ omens of things to come 
om-i-nous /'aimanas/ adj [more most ~] : suggesting 
that something bad is going to happen in the future ■ omi¬ 
nous clouds ■ an ominous threat of war ■ He spoke in omi¬ 
nous tones. 

— om-i-nous-ly adv ■ A threat of war loomed ominously. ■ 
The sky was ominously dark. 

omis*sion /ou'mifan/ noun, pi -slons 
1 [count] : something that has not been included or done 
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: something that has been omitted ■ There are a few omis¬ 
sions in the list/book. 

2 [noncount] a : the act of not including or doing some¬ 
thing — often + of • I believe that the omission of my name 
was intentional, b : the state of being not included in some¬ 
thing — often + from • I am surprised by her omission from 
the team. 

omit /ou'mit/ verb omits; omit-ted; omitting [+ obj\ 

1 : to leave out (someone or something) : to not include 
(someone or something) ■ Please don’t omit any details. — 
often + from ■ They omitted your name from the list. ■ You 
can omit the salt from the recipe. ■ He has been omitted from 
the pool of candidates. 

2 formal : to fail to do (something) — followed by to + verb ■ 
I omitted [=(more commonly) neglected] to mention that it 
was my fault. ■ They omitted to tell us the directions. 

Omni- combining form : all : in all ways, places, etc. : with¬ 
out limits ■ omnipotent • omnipresent 
1 om*ni*blJS /■aimmbas/ noun, pi -bus*es [count] old- 
fashioned : 'bus 

2 omnibuS adj, always used before a noun, US : of, relating to, 
or including many things ■ an omnibus edition of his more 
popular stories ■ an omnibus legislative bill 
om-nip-o-tent /am'mpatant/ adj, formal: having complete 
or unlimited power ; all-powerful ■ omnipotent gods ■ an 
omnipotent ruler/state 

— om-nip-o-tence /am'mpatans/ noun [noncount] • divine 
omnipotence ■ the omnipotence of God 

om-ni-pres-ent AcLinni'prezpt/ adj, formal : present in all 
places at all times ■ The problem is omnipresent and unavoid¬ 
able. 

— om-nl*pres*ence /.ccmm'prezps/ noun [noncount] ■ the 
omnipresence of poverty 

om-ni-scient /am'nijant/ adj, formal: knowing everything 
: having unlimited understanding or knowledge ■ an omni¬ 
scient deity ■ The novel has an omniscient narrator. [=a narra¬ 
tor who knows what all the characters are doing and think¬ 
ing] 

— om.nl-science /am'nijsns/ noun [noncount] • the belief 
in divine omniscience 

om-ni*VOre /'cLmn^voaV noun, pi -vores [count] technical 
: an animal that eats both plants and other animals — some¬ 
times used to refer to people ■ I’m an omnivore —I'll eat any¬ 
thing. 

om-niv-o-rous /am'mvaras/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : eating both plants and animals ■ omnivorous animals 

2 : eager to learn about many different things ■ She is an om¬ 
nivorous reader. • a child with omnivorous curiosity 

1 on /'cun/ prep 

~~T a : touching and being supported by the top surface of 
(something) ■ The book is (lying) on the table. ■ There is a lot 
of frosting on the cake, b : to a position that is supported 
by (something) ■ You can get on [=onto] the horse as soon as 
we’ve put the saddle on it. ■ I climbed out on [=onto] the roof, 
c — used to indicate the part or object by which someone or 
something is supported ■ How long can you stand on one 
foot? ■ He stood on the stool. ■ He was on his hands and 
knees looking for her earring. 

2 — used to say that something is attached to something ■ 
He hung the painting on the wall. • Apples hung on the 
branches. 

3 — used to indicate where someone or something is hit or 
touched ■ I bumped my head on a low branch. ■ He slapped 
me on the hand. • She kissed him on the cheek. 

4 a — used to indicate the surface or part where something 
is seen or located ■ There are marks on the wall. ■ I have a cut 
on my finger, b — used to say that something (such as jew¬ 
elry) is being worn by someone ■ the ring on her finger 

5 : near or close to (something or someone) ■ a village on 
[=by] the sea 

6 — used to indicate the location or position of something 
or someone ■ Our house is on the left. ■ There is a garden on 
the side of the house. ■ We saw cows and chickens on the 
farm. ■ He lives on Main Street. ■ on page 102 in/of the book ■ 
Which side is it on? 

7 — used to indicate the time when something happened or 
will happen ■ We met on July 24th. ■ On my way home 
[=while I was going home], I saw a car accident. ■ G formal) On 
the morning of July 24th, the suspect left his house at 8:15 
a.m. ■ I would like the report on or before July 24th. ■ The TV 
station gives news every hour on the hour [=at 6:00, 7:00, 
8:00, etc.] ■ The project was finished on schedule/time- 


[=when it was supposed to be finished] 

8 : immediately after (something) ■ What was your first reac¬ 
tion on hearing the news? [=when you heard the news] ■ 
You’ll be required to pay on delivery of the package. [=when 
the package is delivered] 

9 — used to indicate the subject of something ■ a book on 
[=about] North American birds ■ a discussion on current 
events ■ Let’s reflect on [-upon] the poem for a moment. • a 
test on parts of speech 

10 a — used to indicate the device or instrument that is 
used to do something ■ He played a couple songs on the pi¬ 
ano. ■ He cut his foot on a piece of broken glass, b — used 
to say that someone is using a telephone, computer, etc. ■ 
They talked on the phone for hours. ■ She was on the phone 
when I went to her office. • He has been on the computer all 
night. C — used to describe the device, system, etc., that is 
used for seeing something, hearing something, etc. • It’s the 
best show on television. ■ I heard that song on the radio. ■ the 
display on the computer screen ■ a Web site on the Internet ■ 
I have the movie on DVD. 

11 — used to indicate a source of something (such as mon¬ 
ey, food, information, or energy) ■ She lives on a small salary. 

■ The family lives on welfare. ■ They make their living on 
[=off] tourism. ■ They profited on [-from] the sale of the 
house. ■ The animal feeds on insects. ■ I lived on cereal [=1 ate 
a lot of cereal regularly] in my college years. • The machine 
runs on diesel fuel. ■ The story is based on fact. 

12 — used to indicate the vehicle or animal by which some¬ 
one or something is moved from one place to another ■ I 
sometimes go to work on a bus. [=1 sometimes take a bus to 
get to work] ■ Have you ever ridden on a horse? 

13 — used to say that you have something in your posses¬ 
sion at a particular time • I only have $10 on me. ■ He had a 
knife on him. 

14 — used to indicate the state of something ■ The house is 
on fire! ■ House sales are on the rise. [=are rising] ■ All shoes 
are on sale. 

15 — used to indicate an activity that someone did or is now 
doing ■ She did well on the exam/test. ■ The band is currently 
on tour. ■ He is off/away on a trip/vacation. ■ She is on a diet. 

■ The officers are on duty. 

16 — used to indicate something (such as a medicine or 
drug) that a person or animal is using ■ He used to be on 
drugs, but he’s off them now. ■ ( informal ) What (drugs) is she 
on? ■ They put the dog on antibiotics. 

17 — used to indicate the person or thing that is responsible 
for something ■ The drinks are on me. [=1 will pay for the 
drinks] ■ They blamed it on me. [=they said it was my fault] 
18a — used to indicate the person or thing that something 
is directed toward ■ The deadline was creeping up on us. 
[=the deadline was getting closer] ■ an attack on religion ■ He 
is working on [=at] his skiing. ■ They are still working on the 
problem. ■ They made a down payment on the house. ■ He 
pulled a gun on me. ■ He turned his back on her and walked 
away. ■ a ban on smoking ■ Her eyes were on the road. [=she 
was watching the road] b — used to say that someone has 
been affected by something ■ The crops died on them. ■ Her 
husband walked out on her. 

19 — used after an adjective to indicate the thing that a 
statement relates to ■ I am short on cash. [=1 don’t have much 
cash] ■ Opinions are divided on this issue. ■ (Brit) Sales are up 
on last year’s but down on those of previous years. 

20 : as stated or shown by (someone or something) ■ I have it 
on good authority [=a trustworthy person has told me] that 
the company will be relocating. ■ (Brit) On [= according to] 
these estimates, we’ll be out of debt soon. 

21 — used to indicate that someone or something is includ¬ 
ed as part of a team, list, etc. ■ She served on the jury/com¬ 
mittee/board. ■ He is on the team. ■ That dish is no longer on 
the menu. ■ His name was on the list. 

22 — used to say that someone or something has an advan¬ 
tage ■ She has three inches in height on me. [=she is three 
inches taller than I am] ■ The team has a 3-game lead on last 
year’s champions. ■ She is very talented but has nothing on 
[=has no advantage over] her brother who is an even better 
singer. 

23 chiefly US — used to say that someone is playing or per¬ 
forming well ■ He is on his game. [=he is playing very well] 
on about Brit, informal + disapproving : talking about ■ I 

haven’t a clue what you’re on aboutl • She is always on 
about the importance of exercise. 
on at Brit, informal 1 : asking (someone) for something re¬ 
peatedly and in a way that is annoying ■ She is always on at 
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him for money. 2 : asking or telling (someone) to do 
something repeatedly and in a way that is annoying ■ 
Mummy’s always on at me about cleaning up my room! 
on it : actively dealing with a problem, job, etc. • “We need 
to get this paperwork done.” “Don’t worry; I’m on it." [=1 
am taking care of it] 

2 on adv 

*1 a — used to indicate that something is attached to, cover¬ 
ing, or supported by something else ■ Put the lid on. ■ I’ll 
steady the horse while you get on. ■ She put on her glasses to 
read the letter. ■ Keep the tablecloth on. b — used to de¬ 
scribe something that is being worn by someone ■ He put on 
his coat and went outside. ■ You can keep your shoes on. ■ 
What did he have on ? [=what was he wearing?] ■ He had on a 
black shirt and jeans. 

2 — used to indicate movement forward ■ The car stopped 
and then drove on. ■ We traveled on to the next town. ■ The 
boys went on home. 

3 a — used to indicate that an activity, event, or condition 
continues ■ The argument went on for weeks. ■ He worked 
on without a break. ■ Please read on for information about 
our products. ■ The teams played on in the snow. ■ She ram¬ 
bled on (and on) about her lazy husband. ■ From now on 
[=from this point in time forward], be sure to double-check 
your answers. ■ From here on (out), things should get easier. 
= From this point on, things should get easier, b : in an ad¬ 
vanced state ■ We’re far/well on with/in our project, c : at a 
more advanced time : at a later time ■ I’ll come by to help 
you later on. 

4 : from one person or thing to another ■ Pass the word/note 
on. ■ The tradition has been passed/handed on I =down] 
through the years. ■ Let’s move/go on to the next point. 

5 a — used to indicate that something is operating, flowing, 
etc. ■ He switched the light on to read. ■ The lights came on. • 
Turn the water/TV on. b — used to indicate that something 
is being heated, prepared, etc. ■ I’ll put the kettle/tea/coffee 
on (to boil). [=1 will put the kettle/tea/coffee on the stove to 
make it warmer] ■ I’ve got coffee on, if you’re interested. 

6 : in or into a train, bus, etc. ■ She got on at the last station. 
on and off see 'off 

3 on adj 

1 not used before a noun : attached to or covering something 
■ The lid is on tight. 

2 not used before a noun : performing or speaking in public ■ 
The band will be on in 10 minutes. ■ Mr. President, you are 
on in two minutes. [=you will be giving your speech in two 
minutes] 

3 not used before a noun : working at a job ■ He is on tomor¬ 
row from 6 a.m to 6 p.m. 

4 a not used before a noun : operating or flowing ■ The radio/ 
water/electricity is on. b : in a position that starts the flow 
of electricity, water, etc. ■ The switch is on. ■ The lever is in 
the on position. 

5 not used before a noun a : taking place or happening ■ 
The deal/game is on. • (Brit) We do not have anything on 
[=planned\ this weekend, b : doing something as planned ■ 
Are we still on for dinner tomorrow? [=are we still having 
dinner tomorrow, as we planned to do?] 

6 not used before a noun : being broadcast on television or 
radio ■ The show is on at 8 p.m. ■ The game is on tonight. ■ 
My favorite show is on. 

7 not used before a noun, chiefly US — used to say that you 
are able to do something well at a particular time ■ My golf 
game was off yesterday, but it/I was on today. [=1 played well 
today] 

not on Brit, informal 1 : not acceptable or proper ■ Cheat¬ 
ing old ladies out of their savings just Isn’t on. [=is not ac¬ 
ceptable] 2 : not possible ■ I’m afraid that scheme’s just 
not on. 

you’re on informal — used to say that you accept a bet or 
challenge ■ “I bet I can run faster than you can.” “OK, 
you're on." 

On—again, Off—again adj, chiefly US : happening or exist¬ 
ing at some times and not at other times ■ on-again, off-again 
fads ■ She has been his on-again, off-again girlfriend for the 
past several years. [=she has been his girlfriend at certain 
times and not been his girlfriend at other times during the 
past several years] 

On—air adj ’ appearing, used, or done on a radio or television 
broadcast ■ an on-air telephone call • our live, on-air fund¬ 
raiser 

on-board / , a:n , bo»d/ adj, always used before a noun : car¬ 


ried or happening on a vehicle ■ The car comes with an on¬ 
board computer. ■ onboard electronics/systems 
1 0nce /'wAns/ adv 

1 : one time only • I will repeat the question once. ■ We try to 
get together (at least) once every month. ■ The play was per¬ 
formed only once. ■ He had ridden a horse only once (be¬ 
fore). ■ We go to the movies once or twice a month. [=we go 
to the movies a few times a month] ■ I’ve only seen her once 
or twice. [=1 have only seen her a few times] 

2 : at any one time : ever ■ She didn’t once thank me. ■ He 
didn’t look at me once. 

3 : at some time in the past • It was once done that way. • A 
river once flowed through this canyon. 1 It was once a boom¬ 
ing mining town. ■ Their music was once very popular. — 
sometimes used in combination ■ a owce-successful actor ■ a 
once- popular restaurant 

once again/more : for another time : one more time 
: again ■ Let me explain the problem once again. ■ Once 
again , you’ve ignored my instructions. ■ Could I hear the 
question once more ? 

once and for all: now and for the last time ■ Let’s settle this 
problem once and for all. ■ Winning its fourth straight 
championship game, the team proved once and for all that 
they are the best. • I’m asking you once and for all. • Please, 
once and for all , stop worrying. 
once bitten, twice shy see 'bite 
once in a blue moon see blue moon 
once in a while : sometimes but not often : occasionally 
■ We spend most of our time at home and go out once in a 
while. • Every once in a while, we have wine with dinner. 
once upon a time : at some time in the past ■ He was a fa¬ 
mous actor once upon a time. 4- Once upon a time is the 
traditional way to begin a fairy tale. ■ Once upon a time, 
there was a beautiful princess named Snow White. 

2 once noun [noncount\ : one single time ■ I have tried Indian 
food more than once. ■ Please be on time fust this once. ■ For 
once you seem to know what I’m talking about. 
at once 1 : at the same time ■ two people talking at once • 
The book is at once [=both] funny and sad. ■ She had sever¬ 
al projects going on all at once. 2 : right away : without 
delay : immediately ■ We need to leave at once. ■ You can 
call the office and get advice at once. 

3 once cory : at the moment when : as soon as ■ Things got bet¬ 
ter once he found a job. = Once he found a job, things got 
better. ■ Once she spoke, I recognized her. 

once—Over /jWAns'ouva*/ noun [singular] : a quick look or 
examination ■ The paper got a once-over before he turned it 
in. ■ I saw him giving me a/the once-over. [=1 saw him look¬ 
ing at me] 

on-col-o-gy /an'kculatfci/ noun [ noncount ] medical : the 
study and treatment of cancer and tumors 
— on-col-o-gist /an'ka:l3<fcist/ noun, pi -gists [count] ■ He 
is studying to be an oncologist. 

on-COm-ing /'a:n,kAmii]/ adj, always used before a noun 
: coming closer to you : coming toward you ■ an oncoming 
car ■ the oncoming traffic 


On—demand adj, always used before a noun : available 
when needed or wanted ■ My cable company offers on- 
demand service/movies. — see also on demand at ’demand 
1 one /'wAn/ noun, pi ones 

1 [count] : the number 1 ■ one, two, three, four, .. . 

2 [count] US : a one-dollar bill ■ I don’t have any ones. Can 
you break a five? 

3 [noncount] : one o’clock ■ I’ll be there at one. 

4 [count] : the first in a set or series ■ On day one of his diet, 
he cut out sweets. ■ She wears a size one. 

as one formal 1 : at the same time : all together ■ They 
rose as one and cheered her. 2 : in agreement with each 
other ■ We are as one on this issue. 
at one with 1 : in a peaceful state as a part of something 
else • I feel at one with nature. [=1 feel very closely connect¬ 
ed to nature] 2 formal : in a state of agreement with an¬ 
other person ■ I am at one with you on this issue. 
for one : as an example ■ l, for one, disagree. [=1 disagree] ■ 
There were many spelling mistakes in the essay. “There” 
for “their,” for one. 

in one : combined in a single thing ■ a dictionary and thesau¬ 
rus (all) in one ■ a DVD and VCR player in one 
the odd one out see 'odd 
2 one pronoun 

1 : that person or thing ■ “I’ll have an iced tea, please.” “I’ll 



1129 


one • one-stop 


have one, too.” ■ Their dog died, but they plan to get another 
one. • “You should wear the blue one." “The one with the 
stripes?" “No, the other one" • I’d like to see the ring next to 
that one. ■ Which one did you like better? ■ He is the one who 
called the police. • Have you heard the one about [=the joke 
about] the priest and the rabbi? ■ That’s one possible 
answer—but not the only one. ■ He had one too many at the 
bar last night. [=he had too many alcoholic drinks at the bar] 
❖ This sense of one can be used in the plural form ones. • 
The ones on the team who are most successful practice every 
day. ■ Those batteries are the ones that still work. 

2 : someone or something that is a part of a particular group 

— + of* I met one of your friends at the party. • She is one of 
the best players on the team. ■ One of the puppies has a 
brown patch around its eye. ■ He’ll come back one of these 
days. [=someday] • Don’t worry—he’s one of us. [=he is part 
of our group and can be trusted] 

3 a somewhat formal : people in general : any person ■ One 
never knows [=(more commonly) you never know] what the 
weather will be. ■ It is now possible to buy just about any¬ 
thing from the privacy of one’s [=(more commonly) your] 
own home, b Brit, old-fashioned : I or we • I would like to 
read more, but one doesn’t have the time. 

one after another see 2 another 

one and all old-fashioned : everyone ■ Merry Christmas to 
one and all. 

one by one : separately in a series ■ The performers took 
the stage one by one. 
one In a million see million 
there’s one bom every minute see born 

— see also NO ONE 

3 one adj 

Talways used before a noun : having the value of 1 ■ There is 
one minute left in the game. ■ I have a few one-doWar bills in 
my purse. ■ She is one year old. 

2 always used before a noun — used to refer to a single per¬ 
son or thing ■ There is one cookie left. ■ Let’s take it one day 
at a time. [=let’s not think or plan too far ahead] ■ My one 
[=only, sole] concern is for your safety. ■ We need to keep all 
the tools in one [=the same] place. ■ He was the one (and 
only) person she wanted to marry. ■ He caught the ball one- 
handed. • a one- parent [=single-parent] family ■ There is only/ 
just one more thing to do. ■ I could not solve one or two [=a 
few ] problems on the test. ■ Not one person knew the answer. 
[=no one knew the answer] 

3 a — used before a noun to indicate that someone or some¬ 
thing is part of a group of similar people or things • She is one 
singer who I would like to see in concert. ■ early one morning 

■ The Grand Canyon is one place I’d like to visit. ■ That’s one 
possible solution. ■ I don’t like being around him. For one 
thing, he smokes. • The one thing I hate most is being lied to. 

■ It's one thing to understand the problem, but another thing 
to actually fix it. b chiefly US, informal — used to empha¬ 
size a description ■ She is one tough lady. [=she’s a tough 
lady] ■ That is one ugly dog. ■ That was one great party. 

4 always used before a noun : not known exactly : some ■ I’ll 
see you again one day soon. ■ He’ll come back one day. ■ At 
one time or another/other, the building was a school. 

5 — used to indicate that two or more people or things are 
actually the same person or are the same kind of thing • The 
writer and her main character are one. ■ “Puma” and “cou¬ 
gar” are different names for one animal. ■ The writer and her 
main character are one and the same. 

6 formal — used before a name to indicate that you do not 
know the person specified ■ One Ms. Jones called this morn¬ 
ing. [=a woman named Ms. Jones called this morning] 

7 not used before a noun : in agreement with each other ■ 
You and I are one on this issue. 

the one and only — used before the name of a famous per¬ 
son to say that there is no one else like that person ■ the one 
and only Elvis Presley 

One another pronoun : each of two or more people, ani¬ 
mals, etc., who are doing something together or in relation¬ 
ship to the other or others in the group ■ We shared our 
thoughts with one another, [-each other] 
one-armed bandit /’wAn'aamd-/ noun, pi - -dits 
[count] informal : slot machine 
One—dimensional adf, disapproving : simple and uninter¬ 
esting ■ The novel’s characters were one-dimensional. 
one—handled /'wAn'haendad/ adj : done using only one 
hand ■ a one-handed catch 

— one-handed adv • She caught the ball one-handed. 


one—hit wonder noun, pi ~ -ders [count] : a performer, 
group, etc., that is popular or successful only once for a brief 
time ■ She was a one-hit wonder. [=she had only one hit song, 
movie, etc.] 

one-horse /'wAn'lioas/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 informal : small and dull • He grew up in a little one-horse 
town. 

2 : pulled by one horse ■ a one-horse wagon/buggy 

One—linger /,WAnMain3/ noun, pi -ers [count]: a very short 
joke or funny remark 
One-man adj, always used before a noun 

1 : done, performed, or controlled by one person ■ a one- 
man job/show/play/business • This is strictly a one-man op¬ 
eration. 

2 : designed for one person ■ a one-man kayak/tent 
one-man band noun, pi ~ bands [count] 

1 : a musician who plays several instruments at the same 
time 

2 : a person who is responsible for or does several tasks 
alone ■ Our receptionist is a one-man band. 

one*ness /'wAnnas/ noun [singular] : the state of being 
completely united with or a part of someone or something 

— usually + with ■ I felt a sense of oneness with nature. • a 
feeling of spiritual oneness with others 

one—night stand noun, pi - stands [count] 

1 : a situation in which you have sex with someone once and 
you do not continue in a relationship afterwards ■ I really 
hope this wasn’t just a one-night stand .; also : one of the peo¬ 
ple involved in this situation ■ She was a one-night stand. I 
haven’t seen her since. 

2 : a performance of a play, concert, etc., that is given only 
once in a particular place 

One—note /'wAn'nout/ adi, always used before a noun : bor¬ 
ing because it does not change ■ Critics disliked his one-note 
performance as the movie’s villain. 

One-Off /,wAn'a:f/ adj, always used before a noun, chiefly Brit 
: done or happening only once ■ one-off gigs/events ■ a one- 
off cost/payment 

— one-off noun, pi -offs [count] ■ The event is a one-off'. 
one—on—one /,wAnan'wAn/ adj : involving two people who 

are dealing with or competing against each other directly ■ a 
one-on-one meeting/discussion ■ a one-on-one defense/com¬ 
petition • one-on-one tutoring 

— one-on-one adv ■ I’d like to talk with you one-on-one. • 
They will compete one-on-one for the championship. 

One-piece adj, always used before a noun : consisting of a 
single piece ■ a one-piece bathing suit 

— one-piece noun, pi -pieces [count] ■ She prefers one- 
pieces to bikinis. 

oner-ous /'amaras/ adj [more most ~] formal : difficult 
and unpleasant to do or deal with ■ an onerous chore/duty/ 
task ■ The government imposed onerous taxes on imports. 
pne»self /,wAn'self/ pronoun, formal 

1 — used as the object of a verb or preposition when one is 
the stated subject or is understood to be the subject ■ One 
can easily teach oneselfhov/ to sew. ■ It is not wrong to con¬ 
gratulate oneself . ■ when one discovers how different others 
are from oneself ■ One usually associates with people of the 
same age as oneself. ■ It is important to have good feelings 
about oneself. 

2 — used for emphasis to refer again to the subject when 
one is the subject ■ If one does not have the information one¬ 
self, one can ask others. 

One—ShOt /'wAn Ja:t/ adj, always used before a noun, chiefly 
US, informal : done or happening only once ■ a one-shot tax 
cut ■ a one-shot offer/deal 

— one-shot noun, pi -shots [count] • These tax cuts are 
strictly one-shots. 

One—Sid*ed /'wAn'saidad/ adj 

1 disapproving : showing only one opinion or point of view ■ 
Their interpretation of the study’s results seems one-sided. ■ 
His book presents a somewhat one-sided [= biased] view of 
the issue. 

2 : led or controlled by one of the two people or groups in¬ 
volved ■ Our conversation was very one-sided : Mom talked, 
and I listened. ■ The game has been one-sided so far with the 
home team winning six to nothing. 

— one—sid*ed*ness noun [noncount] ■ The one-sidedness 
of the game made it very boring. 

one—Stop /'wAn'staip/ adi, always used before a noun : pro¬ 
viding or offering many different types of goods or services 
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at one location ■ a one-stop shop for office furniture and sup¬ 
plies ■ one-stop shopping 

one-time /'wAn'taim/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : having been someone or something specified in the past 
: former ■ a onetime actor now turned singer 

2 : done or happening only once ■ a onetime offer/deal 

one—to—one /,wAnt3'wAn/ adj 

1 : involving two people who are dealing with each other di¬ 
rectly ■ We had a one-to-one meeting. 

2 formal : perfectly matching one thing in a group to anoth¬ 
er thing in another group ■ There was a one-to-one corre¬ 
spondence between the number of times the bell rang and 
the number of times the dog barked. 

— one—to—one adv • a mentor who advises one-to-one and 
in groups 

one-track adj, always used before a noun : continuously 
thinking about only one particular subject ■ You’ve got a 
one-track mind. 

one—trick pony noun, pi ~ ponies [count] chiefly US, in¬ 
formal 

1 : someone or something that is skilled in only one area ■ As 
a knitter. I’m a one-trick pony: I can only knit scarves. 

2 : someone or something that has success only once ■ a mu¬ 
sician who was a one-trick pony and then faded away 

one—tWO /'wAn'tu:/ noun [singular] : a combination of two 
quick punches in boxing ■ He knocked him out with the old 
one-two (punch/combo). — often used figuratively to de¬ 
scribe two bad things that happen very close together or at 
the same time ■ Yesterday’s earthquakes dealt the city a one- 
two punch. 

one Up adj, not used before a noun, informal : having an ad¬ 
vantage over someone : in a position that is better than 
someone else’s position — usually + on ■ He’s a good artist, 
which puts him one up on most of his classmates. ■ You’re 
one up on me. 

one— Up/,WAn'Ap/v£?r6 -ups; -upped; -up-ping [+ obj] US, 
informal : to get an advantage over (someone) ■ They’re al¬ 
ways trying to one-up each other by buying the latest gad¬ 
gets. 

one—Up«man-Ship /.WAn'ApmsnjJip/ noun [noncount] 
: behavior in which someone tries to get an advantage by do¬ 
ing, saying, or having better things than someone else ■ a 
round of verbal one-upmanship 

one-way adj 

1 a : moving in or allowing movement in only one direction 
• one-way traffic • a one-way street/valve ■ This street is just 
one-way. — compare two-way, three-way b US : allow¬ 
ing travel to a place but not back from the place ■ a one-way 
[-{Brit) single] ticket/fare/trip — compare round trip 

2 : able to receive signals but not to send signals ■ a one-way 
radio — compare two-way 

3 : controlled by one of the two people who are involved ■ a 
one-way [=one-sided\ conversation ■ a one-way relationship 

— compare two-way, three-way 

one-way mirror noun, pi ~ -rors [count]: a piece of glass 
that is a mirror on one side but that you can see through like 
a window from the other side — called also two-way mirror 
one—woman adj, always used before a noun : done, per¬ 
formed, or controlled by one woman ■ a one-woman job/ 
show/play/business 

on-go-ing /‘a:n,gowii)/ adj : continuing to exist, happen, or 
progress : continuing without reaching an end ■ The investi¬ 
gation is ongoing. • the ongoing events at the school ■ ongoing 
efforts/research to find a cure for the disease ■ an ongoing 
problem ■ There is an ongoing debate over the issue, 
on-ion /'Anjsn/ noun, pi -ions : a round vegetable that is 
usually white, yellow, or red and has a strong smell and taste 
[count] The recipe calls for chopped onions. • He is growing 
onions in the garden this year, [noncount] The recipe calls 
for chopped onion. — see color picture on page C4; see also 
GREEN ONION 

onion ring noun, pi ~ rings [count] : a ring of sliced onion 
that is covered with batter or bread crumbs and fried 
On-line Alin,lam/ adj 

1 : connected to a computer, a computer network, or the In¬ 
ternet ■ an online printer ■ The city libraries are all online. 

2 : done over the Internet ■ He likes to engage in online 
chats/discussions. ■ online shopping/banking ■ the company’s 
online sales — opposite off-line 

— online adv • people who shop/chat online • I went online 
to do a search for information about new care. ■ She 
spends a lot of her free time online. 


on-look-er /'ainjluka*/ noun, pi -ers [count]: a person who 
watches an activity or event without being involved in it ■ 
Curious onlookers watched the ceremony. ■ An onlooker no¬ 
ticed the disturbance. ■ A crowd of onlookers gathered at the 
fire. 

1 on-ly /'ounli/ adj, always used before a noun : alone in a class 
or category : existing with no other or others of the same 
kind — usually used with the or a possessive (such as my, 
her, its, their, John's , etc.) ■ He’s the only [=one] man I’ve ever 
loved. ■ They were the only people to survive the crash. ■ 
You’re not the only one who’s worried about the future. 
[=other people are also worried about the future] ■ You’re the 
only pereon I trust. ■ my only true friend ■ He was her only 
brother. ■ What a shame, your party is on the only day I can’t 
come! ■ Mondays are Kim’s only days off from work. ■ This is 
the only cleaning product you’ll ever need! ■ Keeping you 
safe is our only [=sole] concern. ■ That was the only reason I 
didn’t take the job. ■ Ihe only way out is through that win¬ 
dow. ■ It’s the only possible answer. = It’s the only answer pos¬ 
sible. • The only thing left for us to do is wait. [=there is noth¬ 
ing else we can do but wait] • (informally) I can probably 
come Friday. The only thing [=the one problem] is that my 
car is in the shop. • It’s the first and only drug of its kind. 
— see also only child, the one and only at 3 one 
one of the only : one of very few : one in a small class or 
category ■ That was one of the only times I ever saw my fa¬ 
ther cry. ■ This is one of the only places in the world where 
the plant is found. 

the only — used to emphasize that a particular person or 
thing should be the one chosen; usually + for ■ This is the 
only book for serious collectors. ■ She’s the only person for 
the job. 

2 onlv adv 

1 a : no more than ■ They lost only [=just, merely] one game 
this season. ■ I’ve met him only once. = I’ve only met him 
once. ■ She had been there only twice in her life. ■ We have 
only five minutes to get there. = We only have five minutes to 
get there. ■ There are only two more weeks until summer va¬ 
cation. ■ It’s only a matter of time before someone gets hurt. ■ 
Do you really have to leave? It’s only eight o’clock. ■ He was 
only a baby when his father died. ■ Leave her alone. She’s 
only a kid. ■ The building is only about 10 years old. ■ She 
plays several instruments including the guitar, violin, and pi¬ 
ano, to name only [=but] a few. ■ It was quiet in the room, but 
only for a moment. ■ She is only partly/partially to blame, b 
: nothing other than — used to indicate that a single thing 
was done, is needed, is possible, etc. ■ I asked him a question, 
but he only smiled in response. ■ I’m happy to help. You only 
have/need to ask. = (more formally) You have only to ask. = 
(more formally) You need only ask. [=1 will gladly help you if 
you ask me toj ■ We can only guess/imagine/wonder [=we 
cannot know] what they will do next. ■ One can only hope for 
the best. [=there is nothing to do but hope for the best] c — 
used for emphasis ■ / only wish [=1 wish very much] you’d 
told me sooner. ■ I only hope that the mistake will be correct¬ 
ed soon. ■ It’s only natural [=it’s normal/reasonable] (that) 
you would feel that way. — sometimes used in the phrase 
only just ■ We only just missed the bus. [=we missed it by a 
very small amount of time; we almost caught the bus] ■ Our 
trip had only just begun. 

2 : excluding all others ■ The club is for women only. • The 
sign on the door says ‘‘Employees Only .” • Only employees 
can use that door. : nobody or nothing except ■ I love only 
you and no one else. ■ She said only that she knew him. [=she 
said nothing other than that she knew him] • The storm de¬ 
stroyed the house leaving only a pile of rubble. ■ That sound 
can mean only one thing. = That sound can only mean one 
thing. ■ Only the strongest will survive. ■ Only the best fabric 
will do. [=1 want nothing except the best fabric] ■ The restau¬ 
rant serves only vegetarian cuisine. ■ For reasons known only 
to her/herself, she sold her house and left town. 

3 a : in no time, place, or situation except the one specified ■ 
Violence should be used only as a last resort. = Violence 
should only be used as a last resort. ■ It should be used only 
when (it’s) absolutely necessary. ■ Only then did I realize that 
I had made a mistake. ■ The animal is found only on the con¬ 
tinent of Australia. ■ Only in America can such things hap¬ 
pen! [=such things cannot happen anywhere but in America] 
■ The drug is available only by prescription. = The drug is 
available by prescription only. ■ I’ll go only If he goes with 
me. = (more strongly) I’ll go If and only If he goes with me. ■ 
We made the change only after careful consideration of the 
consequences, b : for no other reason than • I came here 
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only because she asked me to. ■ only for the sake of argument 

4 : nothing more important or serious than ■ It was only 
[=just, merely] a minor accident. No one got hurt. ■ I’m fine. 
It’s only a scratch. ■ “Who was that on the phone?” “Oh, it 
was only a salesperson." ■ I didn't hit him. I only touched 
him! ■ She didn't mean to insult you. She was only joking! ■ 
They were only following orders. 

5 — used to emphasize that something happened recently ■ 
It happened only [=just] last week. ■ I saw her here only a mo¬ 
ment ago. ■ Only in the last few years have we come to un¬ 
derstand the condition. ■ It seems like only yesterday that 
you were a baby. 

6 a — used to say that something has or will have a particu¬ 
lar and usually bad result ■ You shouldn't eat that. It will only 
make you sick. ■ The large number of people who came to 
help only added to the confusion, b — used to indicate 
something bad or surprising that happens after something 
else; followed by to + verb ■ They won the battle, only to lose 
the war. [=they won the battle but lost the war] ■ I ran to the 
station only to find (that) I had missed the train. 

for your eyes only see 'eye 

If only see 5 if 

In name only see 'name 

not only — used to say that both of two related statements 
are true ■ Not only did they win, they won by a landslide. ■ 
The killing of these animals is not only illegal, it’s also im¬ 
moral. ■ The game is not only lots of fun, it’s educational 
too! ■ Photographs are not only permitted, they are encour¬ 
aged. ■ I’m concerned not only for myself, but for my chil¬ 
dren (as well). ■ She had the nerve to accuse me of lying. 
And not only that, but she refused to apologize! ■ The festi¬ 
vals take place not only in the city but also in the sur¬ 
rounding rural areas. 
only have eyes for see 'eye 

only too : very or completely ■ He knew only too well [=he 
knew very welll what it meant to go to war. ■ They were 
only too ready to give up and go home. 
second only to see ‘second 

3 OnlV cory, informal : but, however ■ I’d love to sing along, 
only I don’t know the words. ■ They did have a radio, only it 
was broken. ■ We wanted to buy that painting, only it was far 
too expensive. 

only Child noun, pi ~ children [count] : a person who nev¬ 
er had a brother or sister ■ I was an only child. • As an only 
child, it was her duty to take care of her aging parents. 

On—Off adj, always used before a noun 

1 : used to turn something on and off ■ an on-off switch 

2 : relating to something that is sometimes on and some¬ 
times off ■ an on-off pattern 

0n*0*mat0*p0e*la /.a.ns^cr.ta'pr.ja, ,a:na,mseta , pi , .ja/ 
noun [noncount] technical : the creation of words that imi¬ 
tate natural sounds ■ Bui r and hiss are examples of onomato¬ 
poeia. 

— on-o-mato-poe-lc /.crns^aita'prjik, ^najmaeta'pijik/ 
or 0 n* 0 *mat 0 *p 0 «et-lc Aarns^aitapou'etik, ,a:n3,mae- 
tapou'etik/ adj * onomatopoetic words 

on—ramp /’em,ramp/ noun, pi -ramps [count] US : a short 
road that is used for driving onto a highway — called also 
(Brit) slip road; compare off-ramp 
on*rush / t a:n l r\f/ noun [singular] 

1 : a strong, fast movement forward — usually + of* an on¬ 
rush of water/traffic 

2 : a sudden development or appearance of something — 
usually + of m the onrush of new technologies ■ an onrush of 
tears/memories 

— on-rush-lng / , a:n,rAj*nj/ adj, always used before a noun ■ 
an onrushing train/tide ■ onrushing events 

On—screen /'arn'skriin/ adv 

1 : in a movie or television program • They play newlyweds 
on-screen , but in real life they’ve been married 10 years. 

2 : on a computer, television, or movie screen ■ The images 
appear on-screen. ■ Edit the text on-screen. ■ She’s only on¬ 
screen for a few seconds in this movie. 

— on-screen adj ■ the on-screen action (of the movie) ■ the 
actor’s on-screen family ■ an on-screen display 

On-Set /'a:n,set/ noun [singular] : the beginning of some¬ 
thing ■ the disease’s sudden onset — usually + of* the onset of 
winter ■ the onset of the disease/war 
orvshore Aunjoa/ adi 

1 : moving from an ocean, lake, etc., toward land ■ onshore 
winds 

2 : on land ■ an onshore oil field 


— on-shore /tan'/os/ adv ■ The winds are blowing onshore. 
on-side /'ain'said/ adv, sports : in a position in which you 

are allowed to play or receive the ball or puck : not offside ■ 
He stepped back onside. 

— onside adj * He was onside. ■ (American football) an on¬ 
side kick [=a kick that goes only a short distance so that 
the team making the kick can try to get the ball instead of 
having it go to the other team] 

On—Site /'cun'sait/tfrfv : at the place where a business or ac¬ 
tivity happens ■ Production is all done on-site. 

— on—site adj, always used before a noun ■ on-site parking 
Onslaught /'a:n,sla:t/ noun, pi -slaughts [count] : a vio¬ 
lent attack ■ an onslaught by the enemy — often used figura¬ 
tively ■ The article recommends several things you can do to 
prevent the onslaught of the disease. ■ Employers are expect¬ 
ing an onslaught of recent college graduates [=a very large 
number of recent college graduates] looking for jobs. 

on-stage /'cun'steicfe/ adv : on or onto a stage and in front 
of an audience ■ She walked onstage. ■ go onstage 

— onstage adj * a great onstage performance 

On—the—job adj, always used before a noun : received, 
learned, or done while working at a job ■ on-the-job training/ 
experience/accidents 
On«tO /'a:ntu/ prep 

1 : to a position that is on (something, such as a surface, 
area, or object) • We climbed onto the building’s roof. ■ The 
book fell onto the floor. ■ The water spilled onto the floor. ■ 
The cowboy leaped onto his horse. ■ Transfer the data onto a 
disk. ■ Turn left onto Third Street at the traffic light. — often 
used figuratively ■ Don’t try to shift the blame onto me. 
[=don’t try to blame me instead of the person who should be 
blamed] 

2 ; in a direction that allows you to get to or see (something) 

■ The door opens onto a balcony. [=when you go through the 
door you are on a balcony] ■ The dining hall opens onto a 
courtyard. [=you can enter the courtyard from the dining 
hall] ■ The bedroom window looks (out) onto the bay. 

3 a — used to say that someone knows about what someone 
is doing or has done ■ The police are onto them. [=the police 
know what they did or are doing] b — used to say that 
someone is becoming aware of or is finding something ■ Sci¬ 
entists believe they are onto something big. [=scientists be¬ 
lieve they are close to making an important discovery] ■ 
When the crowd responded to the show so positively, we re¬ 
alized we were onto something. [=we had done/discovered 
something important, special, etc.] 

4 chiefly Brit : in the process of talking to (someone) usually 
to tell or ask something ■ My parents are onto me again 
about getting a job. 

Onus /'ounss/ noun [singular] formal : the responsibility for 
something — usually used with the ■ The onus is on parents 
to teach their children not to use drugs. 

1 0n*ward (chiefly US) /'arnwad/ or chiefly Brit oowards 
/'ainwadz/ adv : to or toward what is ahead in space or time 

■ The troops kept moving onward. [=forward] ■ They have 
lived in that house from 1983 onward. 

onward and upward or onwards and upwards : toward a 
better condition or higher level ■ Technology has been 
steadily moving onward and upward. ■ He is moving on¬ 
ward and upward in his business career. 

2 onward adj, always used before a noun : moving toward the 
future or toward a more advanced state or condition ■ the 
onward [-forward] march of time 
on*yx /'a:niks/ noun [noncount] : a kind of stone that has 
straight lines of usually white and black or white and brown 
and that is used especially in jewelry — see color picture on 
page Cll 

OO-dles /'u:dlz/ noun [plural] informal : a large amount of 
something ■ She has oodles of money. 

1 OOh /'u:/ interj — used to express pleasure, surprise, or both 
pleasure and surprise ■ Ooh, that feels good. • Ooh, those 
flowers are beautiful! 

2 OOh verb oohs; oohed; ooh-ing [no obj] informal: to ex¬ 
press pleasure, surprise, or both pleasure and surprise — 
used in the phrase ooh and aah ■ Everyone in the crowd was 
oohing and aahing at/over the fireworks. 

— ooh noun, pi oohs [count] * Oohs and aahs could be 
heard from the crowd. 

OOlTiph /'umf /noun [noncount]informal 
1 : a quality that makes something attractive or appealing ■ 
This sauce needs more oomph. [=fack] ■ The plot of the story 
lacks oomph. 
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2 : power or energy ■ His argument lacks oomph. ■ The truck 
doesn't have the oomph to haul the boat. 

OOpS /'ups/ inter/ — used to express surprise or distress or to 
say in a mild way that you are sorry about having done or 
said something wrong *Oops [= whoops, woops ], I spilled a lit¬ 
tle milk. ■ Oops , I didn’t mean to do that. 

^oze /'u:z/ verb ooz*es; oozed; ooz*ing 

1 a [no obj] : to flow out slowly ■ Sap oozed from the tree. ■ 
Juice oozed out of the plum. • The cut on her finger was ooz¬ 
ing with blood, b [+ obj] : to have (something) flow out 
slowly ■ The tree was oozing sap. ■ The cut on her finger was 
oozing blood. 

2 : to show (a quality, emotion, etc.) very clearly or strongly 
[+ obj\ She oozes confidence. [=she has a lot of confidence] 
[no obj] — usually + with ■ His letter oozed with sympathy. 

2 OOZe noun [singular] : a slow flow of something (such as 
blood) • A bandage will stop the ooze from that cut. 

— compare 3 ooze 

3 OOZe noun [noncount] : soft mud or slime (such as on the 
bottom of a lake) ■ The turtle buried itself in the ooze. 

— compare 2 ooze 

1 op /'a:p/ noun, pi ops [count] 

1 Brit, informal : a medical operation • I have my op tomor¬ 
row. — see also post-op, pre-op 

2 chiefly US : a set of planned actions for a particular pur¬ 
pose — usually plural ■ military ops [=operations] 

2 op abbr 1 operation; operative; operator 2 opportunity 3 
opus 

opaoi’ty /ou'psesati/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the quality of a material that does not allow light to pass 
through it : the quality of being opaque ■ the opacity of the 
glass 

2 formal : the quality of being difficult to understand or ex¬ 
plain • Critics have noted the opacity of her writing style. 

Opal /'oupal/ noun, pi opals [count, noncount] : a white or 
clear stone that reflects changing colors and that is used in 
jewelry — see color picture on page C11 
opaque /ou'peik/ adi [more most ~] 

1 : not letting light through : not transparent ■ opaque glass ■ 
the opaque water of the muddy river 

2 : difficult to understand or explain ■ opaque writing/theo¬ 
ries 

Op—art /'arp'aa*/ noun [noncount] : paintings, drawings, etc., 
made up of lines and shapes that are repeated and often 
placed in such a way that they look as though they are mov¬ 
ing 

OPEC /'ou,pek/ abbr Organization of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries 

op—ed /'a:p'ed/ noun, pi -eds [count] US : an essay in a 
newspaper or magazine that gives the opinion of the writer 
and that is written by someone who is not employed by the 
newspaper or magazine ■ She wrote an op-ed for the Wall 
Street Journal. — usually used before another noun ■ an op¬ 
ed article/piece/writer 

1 open /'oupan/ adj operver; open*est [or more most ~] 

1 : not closed: such as a : not covering an opening ■ an 
open gate/window ■ The door suddenly swung/flew open. ■ 
You left the blinds wide open, b : having an opening that is 
not covered ■ an open doorway ■ an open box/container ■ The 
meat was roasted over an open fire. • I was so tired that I 
couldn’t keep my eyes open. • Don’t chew with your mouth 
open. • open cuts/wounds [=cuts/wounds not covered by 
skin] ■ staring with her eyes/mouth wide open 

2 : not sealed or locked ■ open bottles of wine ■ There’s al¬ 
ready an open jar of pickles in the refrigerator. ■ an open en¬ 
velope ■ Go on in. The house/door is open. [=it is not locked] 

3 : allowing movement or travel : not blocked ■ They kept 
the road open throughout the winter. ■ an open passageway 

4 : able to be entered and used by customers, visitors, etc. ■ 
The new store is now open for business! ■ The store is open 
from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. on Saturdays. ■ The library will not be 
open on Labor Day. ■ The diner is open daily [=it is open ev¬ 
ery day] for breakfast. ■ It’s hard to find an open restaurant 
this time of night. ■ We fought to keep the school open —but 
it closed anyway. 

5 : having parts that are spread apart instead of folded to¬ 
gether or attached • an open umbrella • Several of the pink 
roses are open this morning. ■ The book was left open at/to 
page 42. • Your zipper is open. ■ His shirt was open [=was not 
buttoned] at the neck/collar. ■ your open hands * She ran to¬ 
ward me with her arms wide open. [=with her arms held 
away from her body so that she could embrace me] ■ They’ll 


welcome you with open arms. [=in a very kind and friendly 
way] 

6 a : not containing or surrounded by walls, fences, build¬ 
ings, etc. ■ the wide open spaces of the American West • fish 
caught in the open ocean [=an area of ocean that is far from 
land] • He hung his clothes out to dry in the open air. ^out¬ 
side] ■ traveling on the open road [=on roads that are away 
from cities and towns] ■ Miles and miles of open country 
[=land with few buildings] lie beyond the town, b of a build¬ 
ing or room : having few walls ■ The house has an open floor 
plan. ■ a bright, open kitchen 

7 a : including or allowing a particular group of people — 
usually + to ■ The contest is open to children between the 
ages of 8 and 13. • The beach is open to residents only. ■ The 
university library is also open to the public. ■ The after¬ 
school program is open to anyone who needs extra academic 
help, b : including or allowing all people ■ a meeting that 
allowed for open debate on the issue ■ The town soccer pro¬ 
gram will hold open registration [=a time when people can 
register to participate] from now until September 21. ■ an 
open golf tournament [=a golf tournament for both amateur 
and professional players] 

8 a : available to be used ■ I haven’t decided to take the job 
yet. I’m keeping my options open. ■ He gave us an open invi¬ 
tation to come and visit. [=he said we could visit any time we 
wanted] ■ Leaving your car running with the keys inside is an 
open invitation to thieves. — often + to ■ It’s the only course 
open to us. ■ Few career paths were open to women then, b 
of a job, position, etc. ; not yet taken : available for someone 
to take or fill ■ The job/position is still open, [-vacant] ■ She’s 
running for one of two open seats on the committee. 

9 : happening or done in public so that people can partici¬ 
pate or know what is being said or done ■ The committee is 
holding open hearings on the issue. • open sessions/meetings ■ 
He testified in open court [=in a court that anyone is al¬ 
lowed to attend] 

10 : not hidden or secret ■ He is now facing open [undis¬ 
guised, overt] hostility from members of his own political 
party. ■ They’re in open disagreement about what should be 
done next. ■ She speaks of the government with open disdain. 
■ his open affection for his wife ■ open warfare 

11 : expressing thoughts and feelings in a direct and honest 
way • Be open [-candid, frank] with each other about your 
feelings. ■ She encourages open communication between 
family members. ■ an open discussion about religion 

12 : willing to listen to or accept different ideas or opinions ■ 
a free and open society ■ We have one of the best systems in 
the country, but we’re always open to suggestions. ■ I know 
it’s different, but try to keep an open mind. • She spoke to 
them with an open mind and an open heart. 

13a: not having ended : not yet finished or decided ■ The 
case remains open to this day. [=it has not been solved] ■ We 
can’t talk about the case. It’s still an open investigation. 
[=the police are still investigating the case] ■ The mayoral 
race is still wide open. [=any of the candidates could still win] 
b : allowing further comments or discussion ■ It’s still an 
open question whether or not you may go. ■ The question is 
still open. ■ “Should we set a date for the next meeting?” “No, 
let’s leave it open for now.” ■ The issue is not open for discus¬ 
sion. [=we will not discuss the issue] — see also open to de¬ 
bate at 'debate 

14 : able to be criticized, harmed, doubted, etc. — usually + 
to • He lays/makes himself open [-subject, liable] to criticism 
with his foolish remarks. ■ She argues that the current law is 
open to abuse [=the law can be abused] and should be 
changed. ■ It’s open to doubt whether she will run for gover¬ 
nor. • The author’s exact meaning is open to question. [=no 
one knows exactly what the author means] 

15 sports : not blocked or guarded by players from the other 
team • She threw the ball to an open teammate. ■ I’m open ! 
Pass me the ball! 

16 computers — used to describe a file, document, etc., that 
is being used ■ You should close any open programs/docu¬ 
ments before you reboot your computer. 

17 — used to describe a microphone that is turned on ■ He 
didn’t realize that the microphone was open. ■ Her comments 
were heard over an open microphone. 

18 of fabric : having large openings or spaces between 
threads ■ an open mesh/texture fabric ■ an open weave wool 
sweater 

keep your eyes open see 'eye 
with your/both eyes open see 'eye 
2 open verb opens; opened; opening 
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1 a [+ obj] : to move (a door, window, etc.) so that an open¬ 
ing is no longer covered ■ This door is hard to open. ■ “ Open 
the door!" shouted the police officer. ■ Would you mind if I 
opened a window? • L-et’s open (up) the curtains and let in 
some sunlight, b [no obj ]: to move and no longer cover an 
opening ■ The car door opened and a beautiful woman 
stepped out. • The door opened and closed so quietly that I 
didn’t notice he had come in the room. ■ This drawer is 
stuck. It just won’t openl <>■ The opposite of open is close in 
every sense except sense 10. 

2 [+ obj\ : to cause (something) to no longer be covered, 
sealed, or blocked ■ It’s time to open (up) your birthday pre¬ 
sents! • open a can/box/jar • She comes home, turns on the 
TV, and starts opening her mail. ■ The janitor opens the build¬ 
ing [=unlocks the doors of the building] at 7 o’clock. ■ The 
city only opened (up) this street to cars five years ago. 

3 : to separate the parts or edges of something [+ obj\ Open 
(up) your books to page 27. ■ She opened her eyes and smiled 
at me. ■ I opened my umbrella and stepped out into the rain. ■ 
“Open your mouth wide for me," said the dentist. • You 
haven’t opened your mouth [=you have not said anything] 
since you’ve been here, [no obj\ “ Open wide,” said the den¬ 
tist. ■ His eyes opened slowly. ■ I can’t get this suitcase to 
open. ■ The roses are starting to open (up). 

4 : to make a hole or opening in (something) [+ obj] The 
surgery requires opening (up) the patient’s chest, [no obj\ 
The heavens opened [=it began to rain] and the rain poured 
down. = 7he heavens opened up and the rain poured down. 

5 : to allow (a park, road, etc.) to be used [+ obj ] The town 
opened the road again 10 days after the flood. ■ They’ve final¬ 
ly opened the bridge (up) to traffic again. [=allowed cars to 
use the bridge again] [no obj\ The park opens every morning 
at dawn. 

6 a : to begin the regular services or activities of (a business, 
school, etc.) [+ obj] We’ll be opening (up) the cafe an hour 
early tomorrow morning, [no obj] The cafe will be opening 
(up) an hour early tomorrow morning. ■ What time does the 
library openl ■ The store opens at 9 a.m. on Saturdays, b 
: to begin the activities or services of (a business, school, 
etc.) for the first time [+ obj] I’ve always dreamed of opening 
(up) a restaurant. ■ a newly opened elementary school [no 
obj] They’re building a drugstore, which is scheduled to open 
in May. ■ We opened for business in 1955. • The play opens 
[=begins being performed] next week. ■ The film/movie 
opens [=begins being shown in movie theaters] nationwide 
later this month. 

7 : to begin (something) [+ obj] The police have opened an 
inquiry/investigation into the matter. = The police have 
opened (up) an inquiry/investigation into the matter. ■ We 
plan to open negotiations with the other side. ■ a way of 
opening debate/discussion on the issue ■ Let’s open the bid¬ 
ding for this beautiful painting at $2,000. ■ Her most famous 
poem opens the new collection. [=it is the first poem in the 
new collection] ■ He always opens his speeches with a joke. ■ 
It’s traditional to open baseball games with the national an¬ 
them. ■ She opened the meeting by thanking everyone for 
coming, [no obj] The song opens with a single voice singing a 
haunting melody. ■ The novel opens (up) with a description 
of a small apartment. ■ He always opens with a joke. 

8 [+ obj]: to begin keeping money in (an account at a bank) ■ 
I opened (up) a new savings account at a different bank. 

9 [+ obj] computers : to begin to use (a file, document, or 
program) on a computer ■ opening (up) a new document/file 
■ Open the program by double-clicking on the icon. 

10 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to al¬ 
low movement or passage through a doorway or other open¬ 
ing ■ The hallway opens (up) into a large family room. • A 
porch opens off the kitchen. = The kitchen opens onto a 
porch. — often + out ■ Their bedroom opens out onto the 
backyard. 

11 [no obj]: to have a specified price or be at a specified lev¬ 
el at the beginning of the day ■ The stock opened at $19 a 
share and closed at $22. ■ Stocks opened weak but closed 
strong. 

open doors for : to give special opportunities to (someone) 
■ Being the daughter of the famous actor opened doors for 
her in Hollywood. 

open fire : to begin shooting ■ A man opened fire in a crowd¬ 
ed mall. ■ The soldiers opened fire on [=began shooting at] 
enemy troops. 

open for [phrasal verb] open for (someone or something) 
: to perform before (the main performer at a concert, 
show, etc.) ■ One of my favorite comedians is opening for 


the band on their current tour. 
open out [phrasal verb] Brit : to become less shy and speak 
more freely • He began to open out [-open up] about an 
hour into our date. — see also 2 open 10 (above) 
open someone’s eyes see j eye 

open the door or open the way : to make (something) eas¬ 
ier or more likely to happen — often + for or to ■ Her suc¬ 
cess opened the door for thousands of young women who 
wanted to play sports. ■ The court ruling opened the way for 
similar cases. "His experiences in the army opened the door 
to a career in politics. 1 It has opened the way to real 
progress. 

open to [phrasal verb] 1 open (something) to (someone or 
something) : to allow (a particular group of people) to en¬ 
ter, use, or participate in (something) • He opens his home 
to anyone who needs a place to stay. ■ This year, we’ve 
opened the contest to all children under the age of 16. ■ 
They decided to open the meeting to the general public. 2 
open (someone or something) to (something) : to cause or 
allow (someone or something) to be affected by (some¬ 
thing bad, such as criticism) ■ Their actions have opened 
the government to charges of corruption. • By being secre¬ 
tive about her past, she opens herself (up) to political at¬ 
tacks. [=she makes herself open to political attacks] 
open up [phrasal verb] 1 : to become less shy and speak 
more freely ■ She tried to get the patient to open up to her 
about his problems. ■ He finally began opening up to her. 
2 : to begin shooting ■ The ships opened up with heavy 
gunfire. ■ The enemy opened up [-opened fire] on us with 
automatic rifles. 3 — used to demand that someone who 
is inside a room, building, etc., let you in ■ This is the po¬ 
lice! Open up\ 4 open up or open up (something) or open 
(something) up a : to become or cause (something) to be¬ 
come available or possible • It seemed that the whole world 
was opening up for me. [=it seemed that anything was pos¬ 
sible] ■ Once he had his degree, many new opportunities 
opened up for him. ■ This discovery opens up the possibility 
of new research. ■ The government opened up the land for 
settlement. • People opened up their homes to those affect¬ 
ed by the tragedy. [=they invited those affected by the trag¬ 
edy to stay in their homes] b : to become or cause (some¬ 
thing) to become wider or less crowded • At the bottom of 
the hill, the forest/landscape opens up to reveal a beautiful 
valley. ■ It looks like the road/traffic opens up ahe^d. ■ a 
drug that opens up the blood vessels C : to develop or 
cause (something) to develop • A wide gap in the polls has 
opened up between the two candidates. ■ The team won af¬ 
ter opening up a 20-point lead in the game. ■ This opens up 
an important question: why did it happen? 
open your bowels see bowel 
open your doors see door 

open your heart: to behave in a kind and generous way ■ 
We were asked to open our hearts and our wallets. [=we 
were asked to be generous and give money] — often + to ■ 
Please, open your hearts to these poor people. They desper¬ 
ately need your help. 

open your mind : to become able to understand different 
ideas or ways of thinking ■ She encourages her students to 
open their minds and try to see things from new perspec¬ 
tives. — often + to • Traveling in Africa opened my mind to 
a completely different way of life. ■ Open your mind to the 
possibility that you both may be right. 

— open-able /^oopanabal/ adj ■ an openable window 
3 open noun, pi opens 

1 [count] : a competition (such as a major golf tournament 
or tennis tournament) that allows both professionals and 
amateurs to participate — usually used in names ■ She lost at 
Wimbledon but won the French Open. ■ a golfer who has 
played in several U.S. Opens 

2 the open a : an area or place without walls, barriers, etc. 
: an area or place that is not covered or enclosed — used in 
the phrase (out) In/into the open • We slept out in the open 
with nothing above us but the stars. ■ We would look for deer 
feeding in the open [=away from the forest] at dusk. ■ food 
left out in the open (=uncovered and not put away] b : a sit¬ 
uation in which something (such as a feeling) is no longer 
hidden or kept secret — used in the phrase (out) in/lnto the 
open • Her true feelings were finally in the open. ■ He rarely 
fought his political battles in the open. [=he usually fought 
them in a secretive way] ■ Let’s get everything out in the open. 
You’ve been lying to me, haven’t you? 

Open admission noun [noncount] US : open enroll¬ 
ment 
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Open adoption noun, pi ~ -tions [count] chiefly US : an 
adoption in which the people who become the legal parents 
of a child meet the child’s biological parents 
Open-air adj : located outside rather than inside a building 

■ We visited an open-air [= outdoor ] market in the center of 
the city. ■ open-air restaurants 

Open—and—Shllt adj : able to be settled or decided very 
quickly and easily ■ Her first assignment as a lawyer was an 
open-and-shut case involving a drunk driver. 

Open bar noun, pi ~ bars [count] US : a counter at a party 
or other gathering where alcoholic drinks are served for free 

■ They had a buffet and an open bar at the reception, 
open-cast /'oup3n,k£est, Brit 'aupon.karst/ adj, Brit : in¬ 
volving the removal of the surface of a large area of land to 
get at coal or other material that is near to the surface ■ an 
opencast mine 

open day noun, pi ~ days [count] Brit : open house 1 

open-door adj 

1 : allowing all people to enter or participate ■ open-door 
meetings ■ an open-door immigration policy 

2 : allowing people to talk directly with the people who con¬ 
trol a business, organization, etc. ■ an open-door environ¬ 
ment ■ The school has an open-door policy with parents. 

Open—end-ed /.oopsn'endad/ adj 

1 : able to change : not ending in a certain way or on a cer¬ 
tain date ■ “Our military presence in the region,” he said, 
“should not be open-ended .” • open-ended plans 

2 : allowing people to talk in a way that is not planned or 
controlled ■ an open-ended conversation/discussion • You 
have to ask open-ended questions if you don’t want people 
to answer simply “yes” or “no.” 

Open enrollment noun [noncount] chiefly US 

1 : a policy or process by which parents may send their chil¬ 
dren to a different public school than the one in their own 
community ■ Many voters support open enrollment. ■ the 
city’s open enrollment policy — called also open admission 

2 : a period of time during which you can join something as 
a member or participant: a period of time during which you 
can enroll in something ■ Employees can sign up for new 
benefits during open enrollment. ■ an open enrollment period 

open-er /'oupana*/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a tool, device, or machine that is used to open something 
• a bottle opener ■ a garage door opener — see also can 
OPENER, EYE-OPENER, LETTER OPENER 

2 : the first game, performance, etc., in a series ■ This game 
will be the season opener [=the first game of the season] for 
both teams. ■ The album’s opener is a slow love song. ■ the 
meal’s delicious opener [=starter] 

for openers informal: as the first thing to be thought about 
or said : to begin with ■ She began by asking what we’d 
done with her money. And that was just for openersl • 
(( chiefly US) “What didn’t you like about my poem?” “Well, 
for openers [=for starters], I hated the title.” 

Open-eyed /,oup3n'aid/ adj ■ having eyes that are open or 
wide open ■ They stared at her with open-eyed wonder. — 
sometimes used figuratively to describe dealing with, show¬ 
ing, or understanding something in a clear and honest way • 
The film is an open-eyed look at the costs of war. 

— open-eyed adv ■ lying open-eyed in the dark 
open-faced sandwich also open-face sandwich 
noun, pi ~ -es [count] US : a piece of bread that is covered 
with meat, cheese, etc. : a sandwich made with no bread on 
top — called also (Brit) open sandwich 
Open-hand-ed Aoupan^sendad/ adj [more most —] 

1 : having or showing the quality of being very generous ■ 
openhanded hospitality ■ Of all our contributors, she was the 
most openhanded. [=generous] 

2 : done with the hand held open ■ an openhanded slap 
open—heart adj, always used before a noun, medical : done 

by stopping the heart from beating for a period of time, 
opening the heart, and repairing damage ■ open-heart surgery 

■ open-heart procedures/operations 
open-hearted adj [more —; most ~] : kind and generous ■ 

an open-hearted young woman 
open house noun, pi ~~ houses 

1 [count] US : an event in which an organization (such as a 
school or company) invites the public to visit in order to see 
the things that happen there ■ Westside High School will host 
an open house from 3 to 7 p.m. today, and all parents are in¬ 
vited to attend. ■ colleges holding open houses for prospec¬ 
tive students — called also (Brit) open day 

2 [count] US : an event in which anyone who is interested in 


buying a particular house, apartment, etc., is invited to go in¬ 
side and look at it ■ We held an open house last week in the 
hopes that someone would offer to buy our house. 

3 chiefly Brit : a home or other place in which guests or visi¬ 
tors are welcome [noncount] They kept open house, and in 
the evenings neighbors would stop by to talk or play music. 
[singular] They always kept an open house for visitors. 

1 0PefVlnfl /'oupamrj/ noun, pi -ings 

1 [count 1: a hole or empty space that you can go through ■ 
the opening of a cave ■ They squeezed through a narrow 
opening between the fence and an oak tree. ■ The enemy’s 
troops poured through an opening in our defenses. 

2 [count] : the first part of something : beginning — usual¬ 
ly singular ■ We missed the opening of her speech. ■ He in¬ 
jured himself two weeks after the opening of the season. ■ the 
opening of the school year ■ The story has a clever opening. 

3 [count] : the first time that something happens ■ We attend¬ 
ed the opening [=the first performance] of the play. ■ We 
went to the play’s opening. 

4 [count] : an event that is held in order to announce that 
something (such as a new store or public building) is ready 
to accept customers or visitors ■ Come help us celebrate the 
official opening of the library. ■ the opening of a new art ex¬ 
hibit — see also grand opening 

5 [count] : a job or position that is available ■ We do have an 
opening for someone with your qualifications and experi¬ 
ence. ■ We don’t currently have any opening. ■ a job opening 

6 [count] : a chance or opportunity to do or say something ■ 
She was waiting for an opening to tell her story. ■ I saw an 
opening and went for it. 

7 [noncount]: the act of causing something to open or of be¬ 
coming open ■ It has been 10 years since the opening of the 
cafe. ■ the opening of a bank account ■ the opening of the 
area for mining ■ the opening of diplomatic relations between 
the two countries ■ the opening (up) of the land to settlers 

2 Opening adj, always used before a noun 

1 : first or beginning ■ It’s the opening day of the fishing sea¬ 
son. ■ the opening lines of the poem ■ the opening ceremonies 
of the Olympic Games ■ In her opening statement, she told 
the jury that her client was not guilty. 

2 — used to describe the time when something is performed 
or shown for the first time ■ The movie made 10 million dol¬ 
lars in its opening weekend. ■ the play’s opening night 

Opening hours noun [plural] chiefly Brit : the time during 
which a business or organization is open for customers or 
visitors ■ The store’s opening hours [-business hours] are 9 
a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Open letter noun, pi ~~ -ters [count] : a letter that is pub¬ 
lished in a newspaper but that is addressed to a well-known 
person or to an organization ■ In an open letter to the compa¬ 
ny, a citizens’ group implored company executives to recon¬ 
sider their decision to close the factory. 

opendy /'oupanli/ adv [more most ~] : in a direct and 
honest way : without hiding feelings or opinions ■ He openly 
acknowledged/admitted his mistake. • She spoke openly 
about her failed marriage. ■ Please feel free to express your 
opinions openly. ■ The governor has been openly critical of 
the President. ■ an openly gay politician [=a politician who 
does not hide the fact that he or she is gay] 

Open market noun [singular] : an economic market in 
which prices are based on competition among private busi¬ 
nesses and not controlled by a government: free market ■ 
How much is it worth on the open markefl • bought/sold/ 
traded on the open market 

open marriage noun, pi ~ -riages [count] : a marriage in 
which both people agree to allow each other to have sex with 
other people 

Open mike noun, pi ~~ mikes [count] : an event in which 
anyone may use a microphone to sing, read poetry, tell 
jokes, etc., for an audience ■ There’s an open mike tonight at 
my favorite cafe. ■ an open mike night 

Open—mind*ed Aoupan'maindad/ adj [more most ~] 
: willing to consider different ideas or opinions ■ Try to be 
open-minded about the changes. ■ He’s one of the most open- 
minded people I’ve ever met. — opposite closed-minded 
— open-mind*ed*ness noun [noncount] 

Open«mOUthed Aoupsn'mauOd/ adj [more most ~] 
: having your mouth open usually because you are shocked 
or surprised ■ I stood there openmouthed, unable to believe 
what I was seeing. 

open-necked adj, of a shirt: having the top button unfas¬ 
tened ■ wearing jeans and an open-necked shirt 
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Open-neSS /‘oopannas/ noun [inoncount] 

1 : the fact of not hiding your opinions, feelings, etc. ■ She 
has been criticized for her lack of openness with the public. 

2 : the quality of being willing to consider different ideas or 
opinions ■ An openness to new ideas is essential in our work. 
■ openness of mind 

3 : the state of not being surrounded or covered ■ the open¬ 
ness of the desert/plains 

open—pit adj, US : involving the removal of the surface of a 
large area of land to get at a mineral or other material that is 
near to the surface ■ an open-pit mine ■ open-pit mining 
Open-plan adi, chiefly Brit : having or consisting of a large 
room that is not divided into smaller rooms or areas ■ an 
open-plan office 

open prison noun, pi ~ -sons [count] Brit : a prison in 
which prisoners are allowed more freedom than in other 
prisons : a minimum security prison 
open sandwich noun, pi ~ -es [count]Brit : open-faced 

SANDWICH 

open season noun [noncount] 

1 : a time of year when it is legal to kill certain fish or ani¬ 
mals ■ open season for deer/bear 

2 : a time when someone or something is being attacked or 
criticized by many people — often + on • It’s always open 
season on politicians! 

open secret noun, pi ~ -crets [count] : something that 
many people know about but that is supposed to be a secret • 
It’s an open secret that he’s been cheating on his wife. 

Open sesame noun [singular] : something that allows a 
person or thing to do or enter something successfully and 
easily ■ Perfect test scores are an open sesame to the best 
schools. Open sesame comes from the story AH Baba and 
the Forty Thieves, in which Ali Baba uses the magical com¬ 
mand “open sesame” to open the door of the thieves’ cave. 
Open—toed adj, of a shoe : not covering the toes or the tips 
of the toes ■ open-toed shoes/sandals 
open verdict noun, pi ~ -diets [count] Brit, law : an offi¬ 
cial statement or decision saying that a crime has been com¬ 
mitted but not naming a criminal or saying that there has 
been a death but not naming the cause of death 
open-work /'oupai^wafc/ noun [noncount] : decoration 
that consists of designs made with openings or holes ■ a pot¬ 
ter who decorates her vases with openwork 

— openwork adj, always used before a noun ■ openwork 
carvings/pattems ■ openwork fabrics such as lace 

1 op*era /'arpsrs/ noun, pi -eras 

1 [noncount] : a kind of performance in which actors sing all 
or most of the words of a play with music performed by an 
orchestra ■ He is studying opera. ■ French opera — often 
used before another noun ■ an opera singer ■ opera fans 

— see also grand opera 

2 : a show in which opera is performed [count] I am going 
to an opera tonight. ■ my favorite operas [noncount] I enjoy 
going to the opera, [-going to opera performances] 

3 [count]: a group of actors who perform operas together — 
often used in names • the New York City Opera 

— see also soap opera 

— op«er-at-ic /,a:p3'r£etik/ adj [more most ~] ■ an operat¬ 
ic singer/voice 

2 opera plural of opus 
op-er-a-ble /'aiparsbal/ adj 

1 formal : able to be used : capable of operating or of being 
operated • The subway system will be fully operable [-func¬ 
tional, operational] by next month. ■ The radio is operable 
without the car running. — opposite inoperable 2 

2 medical : able to be corrected or removed by surgery ■ an 
operable cancer — opposite inoperable 1 

Opera glasses noun [plural]: small binoculars that are de¬ 
signed to be used in a theater 

op-era-go-er /'aipara.gowdy noun, pi -ers [count] : a per¬ 
son who frequently goes to operas 
opera house noun, pi ~ houses [count]: a theater where 
operas are performed 

QP-er-ate /'cupa^eit/ verb -ates; -at*ed; -at-ing 

1 [no obj] : to function or behave in a proper or particular 
way ■ They hope to have the windmill operating again tomor¬ 
row. ■ The camera also operates underwater. ■ The machine 
can operate at high speeds. ■ We need someone who operates 
[= performs] well under pressure. ■ The drug operates [=(more 
commonly) works] quickly. 

2 [+ obj] : to use and control (something) ■ instructions for 


operating the new microwave oven ■ a license to operate a 
motor vehicle • operate machinery — sometimes used in 
combination ■ a coin -operated washing machine (=a washing 
machine that you must put coins into in order to use] ■ voice- 
operated computer systems 

3 a [+ obj] : to have control of (something, such as a busi¬ 
ness, department, program, etc.) ■ operating [-managing, 
running] a business ■ The cafe is owned and operated by a 
young couple. ■ The organization operates a recycling pro¬ 
gram. b [no obj]: to function as a business, group, etc. • It’s 
the only casino operating in the state. ■ The mill has been op¬ 
erating [=(more commonly) in operation] for 100 years. ■ The 
company operates from Chicago. ■ soldiers operating over¬ 
seas ■ a militant group operating against the government 

4 [no obj ] medical: to perform surgery ■ The doctors needed 
to operate immediately. — often + on ■ operate on a tumor/ 
patient 

Operating adj, always used before a noun : of or relating to 
the operation of something: such as a : relating to the way 
a machine, vehicle, device, etc., functions or is used and con¬ 
trolled ■ operating speed/conditions/controls b : relating to 
the way a business, department, program, etc., functions or 
is controlled ■ operating costs/expenses 
operating room noun, pi ~ rooms [count] US : a room in 
a hospital where operations are done — called also (Brit) op¬ 
erating theatre 

operating system noun, pi ~ -terns [count] computers 
: the main program in a computer that controls the way the 
computer works and makes it possible for other programs to 
function 

operating table noun, pi ~ tables [count] : a special table 
in an operating room that a person lies on while having an 
operation 

operating theatre noun, pi ~ -atres [count] Brit : oper¬ 
ating room 

QP*er«a«tion /,a:p3*rei.f3n/ noun, pi -tlons 

1 [count] : a process in which a doctor cuts into someone’s 
body in order to repair or remove a damaged or diseased 
part ■ She is recovering from a major heart operation. [=she is 
recovering from major heart surgery] ■ a minor/routine oper¬ 
ation ■ organ transplant operations 

2 [count] a : a usually small business or organization • The 
family runs a small farming operation. ■ The company is a 
billion-dollar operation, b : an activity of a business or or¬ 
ganization — usually plural ■ a company’s banking opera¬ 
tions ■ An independent company has been hired to review 
the hospital’s operations. 

3 [noncount] : the state of functioning or being used — used 
with in or into ■ The system is now in operation. ■ The mill has 
been in operation for over 100 years. ■ Safety goggles must be 
worn while the machine is in operation, [-in use] • The dam 
will go into operation next month. 

4 [noncount] : the way something functions or is used ■ The 
camera’s design allows for easy operation. • the quiet opera¬ 
tion of the printer 

5 [count] : a set of planned actions for a particular purpose ■ 
The city has launched an operation to clean up the neighbor¬ 
hood. ■ Ten arrests were made in an undercover operation. ■ a 
rescue operation ■ The military operation gave them control 
of the city. ■ peacekeeping operations 

6 [count] : a single action performed by a computer ■ The 
computer can perform millions of operations per second. 

7 [noncount] : the act of using and controlling something ■ 
He was arrested for unlicensed operation of a motor vehicle. 

8 [count] mathematics : a mathematical process (such as ad¬ 
dition or multiplication) that is used for getting one number 
or set of numbers from others according to a rule 

Op*er*a*tion*al /^ipa'reijanl/ adj 

1 : ready for use : able to be used ■ The new airport should 
be fully operational by next year. ■ The computer network is 
now operational. 

2 always used before a noun : of or relating to the operation 
of a business or machine ■ operational costs/performance 

1 0 p«er«a»tive /'arpsrativ/ adj 

1 : ready for use : capable of being used ■ The factory must 
pass inspection before it becomes operative. ■ The telephone 
system is now fully operative. — opposite inoperative 

2 : most important ■ If I go, I will bring a salad. “If,” howev¬ 
er, is the operative word, since I am not sure that I can go. 

Operative noun, pi -tlves [count] 

1 chiefly US : a person who does secret work for a govern- 
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ment or political organization ■ political operatives [=j»pfe?] » 
CIA/FBI operatives [=agents ] 

2 : a person who does work that involves using tools, operat¬ 
ing machinery, etc. • factory operatives ■ a skilled operative 
op*er*a«tor /*a:p3,reite/ noun, pi -tors [count] 

1 : a person who uses and controls something (such as a ma¬ 
chine, device, or business) : someone who operates some¬ 
thing • a computer/crane operator • the operator of an auto¬ 
mobile ■ the operator of a nuclear power plant 

2 : a person whose job is to help to connect telephone calls 
: a person who is in charge of a telephone switchboard • Call 
the operator for the phone number. ■ Operator, please con¬ 
nect me with extension 123. 

3 : a person who is able to easily achieve things especially by 
persuading people or by being dishonest • She’s quite an 
operator —no one else could have gotten them all to agree to 
the project. • a smooth operator 

op-er-et-ta /id.’ps'rets/ noun, pi -tas [count] : a usually 
short and funny opera that includes dancing 
oph-thal-mic /afttaelmik/ adj, medical : of or relating to 
the eye ■ ophthalmic surgery/surgeons 
ophthalmic optician noun, pi ~ -cian [count] Brit : op¬ 
tometrist 

oph-thal-mol-o-gist AaTOsl'ma.lscfeist/ noun, pi -gists 
[count] medical : a doctor who studies and treats problems 
and diseases of the eye — compare optician, optome¬ 
trist 

Oph*thal-mol-0*gy /,a:f03l'ma:l3ctei/ noun [noncount] 
medical : the study of the structure, functions, and diseases 
of the eye 

O pi-ate /'oupijst/ noun, pi -ates [count] 

1 : a drug (such as morphine or codeine) that is made from 
opium and that is used to reduce pain or cause sleep 

2 disapproving : something that causes people to ignore 
problems and to relax instead of doing things that need to be 
done ■ Many see television as an opiate of/for the masses. 

opine /ou'pam /verb opines; opined; opin-ing/omiaf: to 
express an opinion about something [+ obj] Many people 
opine that the content of Web pages should be better regulat¬ 
ed. [no obj\ \bu can opine about/on any subject you like. 
opinion /s'pmjsn/ noun, pi -ions 

1 : a belief, judgment, or way of thinking about something 
: what someone thinks about a particular thing [count] Why 
ask (for) my opinion if you have already decided? ■ I value 
your opinion. [=1 respect the way you think about things] ■ 
We asked for their opinions about/on the new stadium. • In 
my opinion, it’s the best car on the market. • Most of the peo¬ 
ple surveyed have a high/low opinion of the organization. 
[=most of the people surveyed think that the organization is 
good/bad] ■ She has enough knowledge of the system to offer 
an informed opinion [=an opinion based on information] of 
why it isn’t working. ■ The meeting will give residents a 
chance to listen to some expert opinions. [=opinions of ex¬ 
perts] [noncount] The owner of the store is often there to of¬ 
fer customers expert opinion. [=an expert’s opinion] ■ Which 
one is better is a matter of opinion. [=people have different 
opinions about which one is better] ■ I’m glad that we can 
have a difference of opinion [=we can disagree] and still be 
friends. ■ The general opinion is that the players are paid too 
much. [=most people think that the players are paid too 
much] ■ The company has been unsuccessful in its efforts to 
sway/change public opinion. [=to change what most people 
think] ■ Contrary to popular opinion [=despite what many 
people think], fame does not always bring happiness. 

2 [count] : advice from someone with special knowledge 
: advice from an expert ■ We’re still seeking medical opinions 
[=advice from doctors] on the cause of the pain. • My doctor 
says I need surgery, but I'm going to get a second opinion. 
[=advice from a second doctor to make sure advice from the 
first doctor is correct] 

3 [count] technical \ a formal statement by a judge, court, 
etc., explaining the reasons a decision was made according 
to laws or rules ■ The article discusses two recent Supreme 
Court opinions. 

be of the opinion : to have a specifed opinion or belief ■ 
They are of the opinion [=they think/believe] that the acci¬ 
dent was caused by faulty wiring. 
the court of public/world opinion see 1 court 
opin-ion-at-ed /3'pmj3,neit3d/ adi [more most ~] often 
disapproving : expressing strong beliefs or judgments about 
something : having or showing strong opinions • an articu¬ 
late and opinionated critic ■ People don’t expect such opin¬ 


ionated commentary in what is supposed to a news article. 

opinion maker noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a person whose 
opinion influences the opinions of many other people — 
usually plural ■ bloggers, journalists, and other opinion mak¬ 
ers 

opinion poll noun,pi~ polls [count] : an activity in which 
many people are asked the same questions in order to find 
out what most people think about something ■ An opinion 
poll showed that he was favored to win the election. 

Opi*11111 /'oupijsm/ noun [noncount] : a powerful illegal drug 
that is made from a type of poppy 

OpOS*SUm /s'pa.'ssm/ noun, 
pi -sums also -sum [count] 

: a somewhat small white or 
gray animal that is usually ac¬ 
tive at night and that lives in 
North and South America and 
in Australia — called also pos¬ 
sum 

opp or opp. abbr opposite 

OP«pO*nent /s'pounsnt/ 
noun, pi -nents [count] 

1 : a person, team, group, etc., 
that is competing against an¬ 
other in a contest ■ She is a for¬ 
midable opponent in the race 
for senator. ■ The team’s oppo¬ 
nents have not lost a game this 
season. ■ He knocked out his opponent in the third round. 

2 : a person, group, etc., that is against something (such 
as an action, law, or system) : someone or something that 
does not want something to exist, be done, etc. — often 
+ of ■ opponents of the war ■ opponents of building a new 
baseball stadium • opponents of abortion/slavery— oppo¬ 
site PROPONENT 

Op*por*tune /,a:p^'tu:n, Brit 'opstju.n/ adj [more most 
~] 

1 : suitable or right for a particular situation ■ She was wait¬ 
ing for an opportune [-appropriate] moment to ask for mon¬ 
ey. • There isn’t a more opportune time to invest in the stock 
market. — opposite inopportune 

2 : done or happening at the right time ■ The book’s publica¬ 
tion is opportune, [-timely] — opposite inopportune 

op-por-tun-ist Aaip^'tu.mst, Brit ^ps'tju.mst/ noun, pi 
-ists [count] disapproving : someone who tries to get an ad¬ 
vantage or something valuable from a situation without 
thinking about what is fair or right ■ Most burglars are op¬ 
portunists. • a political opportunist who changed his health¬ 
care plan to win the election 

— op-por-tun-ism Aa.p^'tu^mzsm, Brit .ops'tju^nizsm/ 
noun [noncount] • The release of the movie so soon after 
the scandal is shameless opportunism. — op*por*tll*nis- 
tic /,a:pa , tu , nistik, Brit .opstju'mstik/ adj [more most 
~] ■ an opportunistic merger/investment/politician 

OP*por*tU»ni»ty Aaipa^'tu.nsti, Brit ^ps'tjuinsti/ noun, pi 
-ties” : an amount of time or a situation in which something 
can be done : chance [count] You’ll have an/the opportuni¬ 
ty to ask questions after the presentation. • There were many 
missed opportunities (to score) throughout the game. ■ When 
the opportunity came for her to prove that she could do the 
job, she was ready. ■ I had the rare/unique opportunity of 
speaking to the president. ■ Studying abroad provides a great 
opportunity to learn a foreign language. ■ This sort of oppor¬ 
tunity comes along once in a lifetime. = This is a once-in-a- 
lifetime opportunity. • There are fewer job/employment op¬ 
portunities this year for graduates. ■ This is a golden 
opportunity. [=an excellent chance to do or get something] ■ I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who 
helped me with this book. ■ He was given every opportunity 
to prove that he was trustworthy. ■ The dog ran away at ev¬ 
ery opportunity. [=whenever it was able to] ■ Please call us at 
your earliest opportunity. [=please call us as soon as you can] 
■ We will correct the error at the first opportunity. [=as soon 
as we are able to] [noncount] There is plenty of opportunity 
for advancement within the company. ■ The contract pro¬ 
vides us with a two-year window of opportunity. [=two years 
to do something that we want to do] ■ the land of opportunity 
[=a place where there are many opportunities; a place where 
people have many chances to succeed, achieve things, etc.] ■ 
You need to be ready when opportunity knocks. [=when you 
get the chance to do something you want to do] 
equal opportunity employer (US) or Brit equal opportuni- 
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ties employer : an employer who does not discriminate 
against people because of their race, religion, etc. 
Op-pOS-able /a'pouzabal/ adj, technical : able to be placed 
against one or more of the other fingers or toes on the same 
hand or foot ■ Humans have an opposable thumb. 

OP»pOSe /a'pouz/ verb -pos-es; -posed; -pos-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to disagree with or disapprove of (something or some¬ 
one) ■ The governor opposes the death penalty. ■ The change 
is opposed by many of the town’s business leaders. ■ The 
group opposes the mayor and is trying to find a candidate to 
run against her. ■ You’ve opposed every suggestion I’ve made. 

2 a : to compete against (someone) : to be an opponent of 
(someone) ■ He met the man who will oppose him in the next 
election. ■ These two teams opposed each other in last year’s 
playoffs, b : to try to stop or defeat (something) ■ We’re 
hoping we can get more senators to oppose the legislation. 

Opposed /a'pouzd/ adj, not used before a noun 

1 [more —; most ~] : not agreeing with or approving of 
something or someone • Many voters approve of the plan, 
but some are opposed. [=some are against it] — usually + to ■ 
He is opposed to the new law. [=he opposes the new law] ■ She 
is often opposed to the governor on budget issues. 

2 : completely different ■ Their political philosophies are di¬ 
ametrically opposed (to each other). 

as opposed to — used to refer to something that is differ¬ 
ent from what has just been mentioned ■ The car gets 30 
miles per gallon, as opposed to [=unlike\ last year’s model, 
which got only 25. ■ They use fresh fish, as opposed to [-in¬ 
stead of\ fish that has been frozen. ■ I’d say she is a good 
player, as opposed to [=rather than] a great one. ■ Try to see 
it as an opportunity to learn something, as opposed to a set¬ 
back. 

Opposing adj, always used before a noun 

1 : fighting or competing against another person or group ■ 
The crowd booed the opposing team. • members of the op¬ 
posing political party : fighting or competing against each 
other ■ opposing teams/armies 

2 : completely different ■ opposing viewpoints ■ He and his 
wife have opposing opinions on the issue. 

3 : opposite in direction or position ■ The trains were moving 
in opposing directions. [=the trains were moving away from 
each other] ■ The boxers sat in opposing comers of the ring. 

1 0P‘POSite /'aipazat/ adj 

1 : located at the other end, side, or comer of something 
: located across from something • The two boys lived on op¬ 
posite sides of the street. • the opposite bank of the river ■ 
Fold the bottom right comer of the paper over to the oppo¬ 
site comer. • She switched her ring to the opposite hand. 
[=she took her ring off the finger of one hand and put it on a 
finger of the other hand] ■ The text refers to an illustration 
on the opposite page. [=on the page that faces it] 

2 : completely different ■ The two scientists had the same in¬ 
formation but reached opposite conclusions. ■ They repre¬ 
sent opposite sides of the issue. ■ They ran in opposite direc¬ 
tions. ■ Some herbs help you sleep while others have the 
opposite effect. [=other herbs keep you awake] ■ Her music is 
af the opposite end of the spectrum/continuum from the mu¬ 
sic her mother made. ■ Once serving only small portions at 
high prices, the restaurant has gone to the opposite extreme 
under the new owners. [=the restaurant now serves large 
amounts of food for low prices] 

the opposite side of the coin see ‘coin 
2 opposite adv : on the other side of someone or something 
: across from someone or something • I sat down and he sat 
opposite. — usually + to ■ He lives opposite to me. ■ Put one 
leg forward, and then lift the arm that is opposite to the for¬ 
ward leg. [=lift your right arm if your left leg is forward; lift 
your left arm if your right leg is forward] 

3 opposite noun, pi -sites [count] 

1 : someone or something that is completely different from 
someone or something else ■ We thought the job might be 
difficult, but it was quite the opposite. [=it was easy] ■ He said 
that the disease is becoming more common, but really the 
opposite is true. [=the disease is not becoming more com¬ 
mon; it is becoming less common] ■ My two sisters are polar/ 
complete/exact opposites (of each other)—one is very 
friendly while the other is very shy. 

2 : a word with a meaning that is completely different from 
the meaning of another word : antonym • “Wet” is the op¬ 
posite of “dry.” ■ The terms “black" and "white” are oppo¬ 
sites. 

opposites attract — used to say that people who are very 


different from each other are often attracted to each other 
4 OppOSite prep 

1 : on tlie other side of (something or someone) : across 
from (something or someone) ■ He sat opposite me. ■ She 
lives in the house opposite ours. ■ The school is opposite a 
park. ■ I played opposite the best player in the league. 

2 of an actor : in a play, movie, etc., with (another actor) ■ 
She stars/plays opposite Clint Eastwood in her latest movie. 

Opposite number noun, pi ~ -bers [count] : someone 
who has the same job or position as you but in a different 
company, organization, etc. : counterpart 
O pposite Sex noun 

the opposite sex : the people who are not the same sex as 
you : the other sex ■ people of the opposite sex — used by 
men to refer to women or by women to refer to men ■ He’s 
never been comfortable around (members of) the opposite 
sex. [=never been comfortable around women] 
OP«pO*Si«tion Aaipa'zijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : actions or opinions that show that you dis¬ 
agree with or disapprove of someone or something ■ They’re 
going ahead with the plans despite strong/fierce opposition 
from residents. ■ The nominee faces strong opposition in the 
Senate. ■ The proposed change has met with opposition from 
the town’s business leaders. — often + to • He expressed his 
opposition to the new law. 

2 [noncount] : action that is done to stop or defeat someone 
or something ■ Rebels have so far offered little opposition to 
advancing troops. 

3 the opposition a : a person or group that you are trying 
to defeat or succeed against: a person or group that you are 
competing with ■ Each candidate is focused on raising more 
money than the opposition. ■ The coach advised her team not 
to underestimate the opposition, b or the Opposition : a 
political party that is trying to replace the political party in 
power ■ The opposition is likely to win (in) the upcoming 
elections. ■ The leader of the Opposition criticized the prime 
minister for his comments. — often used before another 
noun ■ He’s a member of the country’s opposition party. 

4 [noncount] formal : the state or relationship of two things 
that are completely different from each other ■ Her article 
looks at the opposition between science and religion. 

in opposition to 1 : in a way that is against someone or 
something ■ He spoke in opposition to the new law. ■ Her 
theories stand in opposition to traditional beliefs. 2 : in a 
way that shows how two things are different or disagree ■ 
two words that can be defined in opposition to each other 

— op-po-si-tion-al /^ps'zijan]/ adj [more most ~] for¬ 
mal ■ oppositional groups/behavior 

Op-press /a'pres/ verb -press-es; -pressed; -press-ing 
[+ obj] 

1 : to treat (a person or group of people) in a cruel or unfair 
way ■ The country has long been oppressed by a ruthless dic¬ 
tator. ■ They condemned attempts by the government to op¬ 
press its citizens. ■ people who have traditionally been op¬ 
pressed by society ■ oppressed minorities/people 

2 : to make (someone) feel sad or worried for a long period 
of time — usually used as (be) oppressed ■ He was oppressed 
by a sense of failure. ■ The family was oppressed by grief. 
the oppressed: people who are oppressed ■ freedom for the 

oppressed 

— op-pres-sion /a'prejbn I noun [noncount] ■ the oppression 
of women in the workplace ■ the fight against political op¬ 
pression in the world — op-pres-sor /a'presa 1 / noun, pi 
-sors [count] ■ They remain at the mercy of their oppres¬ 
sors. 

Op-preS-Sive /a'presiv/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : very cruel or unfair ■ The country is ruled by an oppres¬ 
sive regime. ■ I think these laws are oppressive. 

2 : very unpleasant or uncomfortable ■ This region suffers 
from oppressive heat in the summer months. ■ The situation 
was extremely tense; no one said a word, and the silence was 
oppressive. ■ an oppressive work environment 

— op-pres-sive-ly adv ■ It was an oppressively humid day. ■ 
an oppressively dull office 

op-pro-bri-um /a'proubrijam/ noun [noncount] foimal 
: very strong disapproval or criticism of a person or thing es¬ 
pecially by a large number of people ■ They’re going ahead 
with the plan despite public opprobrium. ■ a group of critics 
who use “romanticism” as a term of opprobrium [=a word 
that is used to show disapproval] 

Opt /*a:pt/ verb opts; opt-ed; opt-lng [no obj] : to choose 
one thing instead of another — often + for • He usually or- 
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ders strawberry ice cream but opted for chocolate this time. 

— often followed by to + verb • She was offered a job but opt¬ 
ed to go to college instead. ■ We opted not to buy the extra in¬ 
surance. 

opt in [phrasal verb\ : to choose to do or be involved in 
something ■ The company offered a new health insurance 
plan so that more workers would opt in. 
opt out [phrasal verb ]: to choose not to do or be involved in 
something ■ Most employees participated in the pension 
plan, but a few opted out. — often +o/* A few employees 
opted out of the pension plan. — see also opt-out 
op-tic /'a:ptik/ adj, always used before a noun, technical: of 
or relating to the eyes ■ the optic nerve ■ optic surgery 
op-ti-cal /'aiptikal/ adj, technical 

1 : used to help a person see ■ The company manufactures 
microscopes, telescopes, and other optical instruments. 

2 : relating to or using light ■ an optical laser 

3 : involving the use of devices that get information for a 
computer by identifying patterns of light ■ an optical scanner 
• optical character recognition 

— op-ti-cal-ly Auptikli/ adv • The page was optically 
scanned. 

optical disk noun, pi ~ disks [count]: a computer disk on 
which information is recorded in a way that can be read by a 
laser 

optical fiber (US) or Brit optical fibre noun, pi ~ -bers 

[count] technical : a long, thin, glass or plastic thread that 
carries information in the form of light: a fiber-optic thread 
optical illusion noun, pi ~ -sions [count] : something 
that looks different from what it is : something that you 
seem to see but that is not really there ■ The closer building 
looks larger than the farther one, but it’s just an optical illu¬ 
sion. The two buildings are actually the same size, 
op-ti-cian /ap'tijan/ noun, pi -cians [count] : a person 
whose job is to sell eyeglasses and contact lenses, to make 
sure that they fit correctly, and sometimes to make eyeglass¬ 
es — compare ophthalmologist, optometrist 
Op-tiCS /'a:ptiks/ noun [noncount] : the science that studies 
light and the way it affects and is affected by other things 

— see also fiber optics 

Op-ti-mal /'a.ptsmal/ adj, formal : best or most effective 
: optimum ■ He keeps his engine tuned for optimal perfor¬ 
mance. ■ Under optimal conditions, these plants grow quite 
tall. ■ optimal health — see also suboptimal 

— op-tl-mal-ly adv ■ Her plants were optimally placed to re¬ 
ceive the greatest amount of light. 

op-ti-mism /'aipta.mizam/ noun [noncount] : a feeling or 
belief that good things will happen in the future : a feeling or 
belief that what you hope for will happen ■ Both of them ex¬ 
pressed optimism about the future of the town. ■ The early 
sales reports are cause/reason/grounds for optimism. • Most 
of us reacted to the news with cautious/guarded optimism. 
[=a feeling that something good may happen but will not def¬ 
initely happen] ■ There is growing optimism that the problem 
can be corrected. ■ He maintains a sense of optimism , despite 
all that has happened. — opposite pessimism 
Op-tl-mist /'cuptamist/ noun, pi -mists [count] : a person 
who usually expects good things to happen ■ You have to be 
a bit of an optimist to start a business. ■ Somehow he re¬ 
mained an optimist despite all that had happened to him. 

— opposite PESSIMIST 

Op-ti-ITlis-tiC Aaipta'mistik/ adj [more most ~] : having 
or showing hope for the future : expecting good things to 
happen : hopeful ■ Both of them were optimistic about the 
future of the town. ■ He has an optimistic view of the compa¬ 
ny’s future. ■ People are increasingly optimistic that the prob¬ 
lem can be corrected. ■ Somehow he remained optimistic de¬ 
spite all that had happened to him. — opposite pessimistic 

— op-ti-mls-ti-cal-ly /,a:pta'mistikli/ adv 9 Both of them 
spoke optimistically about the future of the town. 

op-ti-mize also Brit op-ti-mlse /'a:pt3,maiz/ verb -miz-es; 
-mlzed; -miz-ing [+ obj] formal : to make (something) as 
good or as effective as possible ■ The new system will opti¬ 
mize the efficiency with which water is used. ■ efforts to opti¬ 
mize service/performance — often used as (be) optimized 9 
The car’s design is optimized for speed. [=the car has been 
specially made to go as fast as possible] 

1 op-ti-mum /'cuptamam/ noun, pi -ma /-ma/ also -mums 
[count] formal : the amount or degree of something that is 
best or most effective ■ The substances were mixed in vari¬ 
ous proportions until an optimum was reached. 

2 optimum adj, always used before a noun, formal : best or 


most effective : optimal ■ They made optimum use of limit¬ 
ed funds. ■ We were not working under optimum conditions. 
■ For optimum results, allow the paint to dry overnight. 
QP-tion /'aipjan/ noun, pi -tlons [count] 

1 : the opportunity or ability to choose something or to 
choose between two or more things ■ You have the option of 
staying home or coming with us. ■ He has the option to can¬ 
cel the deal. ■ Given the option [= choice ], I’d rather stay 
home tonight. • I’ll probably take the job, but I’m leaving / 
keeping my options open [=waiting to decide; not making a 
Final decision yet] for now. 

2 : something that can be chosen : a choice or possibility ■ 
For us, quitting is not an option. [=we cannot quit] ■ You 
must accept the contract. There are no other options, [alter¬ 
natives] • We have a wide range of options available to us. ■ 
Menu options at the cafe include soups, salads, and sand¬ 
wiches. ■ Select an option from the drop-down menu. ■ Filing 
taxes online is an option for people with Internet access. ■ I 
had no option but to start over. • A good/better option is to 
do the work yourself. ■ The scandal left him no option but to 
resign, [^forced him to resign] 

3 : a right to buy or sell something for a specified price dur¬ 
ing a specified period of time ■ Employees will each be grant¬ 
ed/given options to buy 1,000 shares of company stock. ■ The 
option must be exercised within Five years. ■ The company 
has taken an option on some land nearby. [=it has obtained 
the right to buy the land at a particular price] ■ The ad is for 
a condo to rent with an option to buy. [=a condo that you 
can choose to eventually buy for a specified price] — see 
also STOCK OPTION 

4 : an extra part or feature that you can pay to have in addi¬ 
tion to the regular features that come with something you 
are buying ■ A sunroof was one of the options that you could 
get with the car. 

5 Brit : a class that is not required in a particular course of 
study : elective ■ I took an option in history last year. 

op-tion-al /'aipfanl/ adj : available as a choice but not re¬ 
quired • Jackets are required at the restaurant, but ties are 
optional. • Many optional features are available on this car. • 
Registration is optional , not mandatory, 
op-tom-e-trist /ap'ta.matnst/ noun, pi -trlsts [count] : a 
person whose job is to examine people’s eyes to find out if 
they need eyeglasses or medical treatment — called also 
(Brit) ophthalmic optician ; compare ophthalmologist, 
optician 

op-tom-e-try /ap'taimatri/ noun [noncount] : the profes¬ 
sion of examining people’s eyes to find out if they need eye¬ 
glasses or medical treatment 

opt—Ollt noun, pi -outs [count] : an opportunity to choose 
not to do or take part in something ■ The school will offer an 
opt-out for students whose parents object to the program. ■ 
There is an opt-out clause in the contract. — see also opt out 
at opt 

Op-U-lent /'a.pjalant/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : very comfortable and expensive : luxurious ■ opulent 
new homes ■ opulent furnishings ■ the opulent [= -affluent ] life¬ 
style of wealthy people 

2 : very wealthy ■ an opulent widow 

— op-u-lence /'aipjalans/ noun [noncount] 

opus /'oupas/ noun, pi op-era /'oupara/ also opus-es 
/'oupasaz/ [count] 

1 : a piece of music written by a major composer — usually 
singular; usually followed by a number (called an opus num¬ 
ber) that indicates when a piece of music was written in the 
list of works written by the same composer ■ The concert be¬ 
gan with Beethoven’s Opus 27. 

2 formal: an important work done by a writer, painter, etc. 

— usually singular ■ the author’s latest opus — see also mag¬ 
num opus 

or /'oas a*/ cow 

— used to introduce another choice or possibility ■ You 
can have coffee or tea. ■ Would you like beer, wine, or some¬ 
thing else? ■ He must be her brother— or is he? [=maybe he is 
not her brother] ■ I’ll call (either) today or tomorrow. ■ 
(somewhat informal) I didn’t mean to annoy you or anything. 
• (somewhat informal) Can I get you a cup of coffee or some¬ 
thing ? 

2 — used in negative statements to introduce something else 
that is also true • We couldn’t stop or even slow down the 
whole time. [=we could not stop and we could not slow 
down] ■ They have no food or water. [=they do not have food 
and they do not have water] 
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3 — used to say what will happen if a specified thing is not 
done ■ Finish your dinner or you won’t get any dessert. [=if 
you do not finish your dinner, then you will not get any des¬ 
sert] ■ Be at the station by 5 o’clock or you will miss the bus. 

4 — used to introduce another number or amount that is 
possibly the correct one * It’s been two or three years since 
I’ve seen her. ■ The package should arrive in five or six days. ■ 
We waited for an hour or more. 

5 — used to introduce the reason why something said previ¬ 
ously is true ■ He must be hiding something or he wouldn’t 
be lying. [=he would not lie if he were not hiding something; 
the fact that he is lying means that he must be hiding some¬ 
thing] 

6 a — used to introduce a word or phrase that defines or ex¬ 
plains what another word or phrase means ■ Botany, or the 
science of plants, is a fascinating subject. = The science of 
plants, or botany, is a fascinating subject. ■ This pan is used 
for sauteing, or frying, the vegetables, b — used to intro¬ 
duce a word or phrase that corrects or states more precisely 
something you have just said ■ We got here quickly —or 
more quickly than last time, anyway. = We got here 
quickly —or at least more quickly than last time. ■ The build¬ 
ing is 500, or to be precise, 502 years old. ■ She breeds rab¬ 
bits, or rather hares. 

or else see 'else 
or so see 2 so 

OR abbr 1 Oregon 2 operating room 

-or /»/ noun suffix : a person or thing that does a specified ac¬ 
tion ■ elevator ■ translator 
or*a*Cle /'orakal/ noun, pi -a»cles [count] 

1 in ancient Greece a : a person (such as a priestess) 
through whom a god was believed to speak ■ consulting an 
oracle b : the place (such as a shrine) where people went to 
ask questions of an oracle c : an answer or message given 
by an oracle 

2 : a person who has a lot of knowledge about something 
and whose opinions and advice are highly valued ■ I met her 
long before she had become the oracle of pop culture. 

— orac»u*lar /o'raekjala*/ adj, formal ■ The students admired 
the old professor’s oracular wisdom. ■ an oracular pro¬ 
nouncement 

1 oral /'oral/ adj 

1 : of or relating to the mouth ■ She practices good oral hy¬ 
giene by brushing her teeth at least twice a day. ■ oral can¬ 
cer/surgery ■ an oral surgeon 

2 — used to describe a medicine that you eat or swallow ■ 
They gave him oral doses of the antibiotic. ■ an oral contra¬ 
ceptive 

3 : spoken rather than written ■ As part of her oral examina¬ 
tion, she had to recite the names of all the presidents. ■ oral 
[^verbal] communication skills 

— oraMy adv • The vaccine was given to the patient orally. ■ 
The information was communicated orally. 

2 oral noun, pi orals [count] : a test in which you answer ques¬ 
tions by speaking rather than by writing : an oral examina¬ 
tion — usually plural • He’s preparing for his orals. 
oral history noun, pi ~ -ries 

1 [noncount] : recorded information about the past that you 
get from talking to people about their experiences, families, 
etc. 

2 [count] : a book, article, etc., that is based on oral history ■ 
I’m reading an oral history of the Great Depression. 

— oral historian noun, pi ~ -ans [count] 

oral sex noun [noncount]: sexual activity that involves stim¬ 
ulating someone’s genitals with the tongue or mouth 
or»anqe /'anncfe, ’onntfe/ noun, pi -ang-es [count, non¬ 
count] 

1 : a citrus fruit that is round and that has an orange skin ■ 
He peeled the orange. ■ a slice of orange — often used before 
another noun ■ an orange tree/grove/peel ■ I drink a glass of 
orange juice [=juice from an orange] every morning. — see 
color picture on page C5; see also blood orange 

2 : a color between red and yellow that is like the color of 
fire and carrots — see color picture on page Cl 
compare apples and/to/with oranges see 'compare 

— orange adj ■ an orange flame »He was wearing an orange 
shirt. - or-ang-ish /'anncfeij\ 'onncfeij/ adj ■ the cat’s or- 
angish fur 

orang-u-tan /a'raer^taei]/ noun, pi -tans [count] : a large 
ape that has very long arms and reddish-brown hair — see 
picture at ape 

ora*tion /a'reijsn/ noun, pi -tions [count] formal: a formal 


speech ■ She made/gave/delivered an oration on the value of 
art in society. ■ funeral orations 
or«a«tor /'oratay noun, pi -tors [count] formal : a person 
who makes speeches and is very good at making them 
or*a*tor«l*cal ^ora'tonkal/ adj [more most ~] formal: of 
or relating to the skill or activity of giving speeches : of or re¬ 
lating to oratory ■ oratorical skills/techniques 
or-a-to-rio /,ora'torijou/ noun, pi -rl«os [count] : a large 
piece of music for a group of singers and musicians that is 
usually about a religious subject 
1 Or-a*tO-ry /'oreitori, Brit 'pratri/ noun [noncount] formal 
: the art or skill of speaking to groups of people in a way that 
is effective ■ She is a master of oratory. • The President’s inau¬ 
guration speech was a fine demonstration of political orato¬ 
ry. — compare 2 oratory 

2 oratory noun, pi -rles [count] : a room or building where 
people can pray privately — compare 'oratory 
orb foab/ noun, pi orbs [count] 

1 literary : something (such as a planet, the sun, or the 
moon) that is shaped like a ball ■ The moon was a silvery orb. 

2 : a gold ball with a cross on top that is carried by a king or 
queen on formal occasions as a symbol of power and justice 

— compare scepter 
1 or*bit /'oa-bat/ noun, pi -bits 

1 a : the curved path that something (such as a moon or sat¬ 
ellite) follows as it goes around something else (such as a 
planet) [count] the orbit of the Moon around the Earth ■ the 
orbit of the Earth around the Sun ■ an electron’s orbit around 
the nucleus of an atom [noncount] The satellite was put/ 
launched into orbit. ■ The satellite remains in orbit, b 
[count]: one complete movement along this path ■ The space 
shuttle has completed its second orbit. 

2 [ singular] : the area over which or throughout which 
someone or something has power ■ These territories re¬ 
mained within the orbit of the empire for hundreds of years. 

2 orbit verb -bits; -blt*ed; -bitting : to travel around (some¬ 
thing, such as a planet or moon) in a curved path : to make 
an orbit around (something) [+ obj] The Moon orbits the 
Earth, [no obj] Die satellites orbit at different heights/alti¬ 
tudes. ■ The Moon orbits around the Earth. 

1 or*bit*al /’oa-bat]/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : relating to an orbit ■ the planet’s orbital motion 

2 Brit, of a road : built around a city ■ Take the orbital road/ 
route/motorway around London. 

2 orbital noun, pi -aIs [count] Brit : a highway that goes 
around a city : beltway 

or*bit*er /'oa-bata^/ noun, pi -ers [count]: a vehicle or device 
that travels around a planet or moon in space ■ a lunar arbit¬ 
er 

or-ca /'oaka/ noun, pi -cas [count] : killer whale 
Orchard /'oatfa'd/ noun, pi -chards [count]: a place where 
people grow fruit trees ■ an apple orchard 
or*ches*tra /'oa-kastra/ noun, pi -tras 

1 [count] : a group of musicians who play usually classical 
music together and who are led by a conductor ■ He plays vi¬ 
olin in the school orchestra. — compare band; see also 
CHAMBER ORCHESTRA, SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 

2 the orchestra US : a group of seats in a theater that are 
close to the stage ■ Our seats were in the orchestra (section). 
[={Brit) the stalls] 

— or-ches»tral /oa^kcstral/ acfj ■ orchestral players/music 

or-ches-trate /'oa , ka l streit/ verb -trates; -trat-ed; -trat- 

ing [+ obj] 

1 : to write or change (a piece of music) so that it can be 

orchestra 
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played by an orchestra ■ He recently orchestrated a musical. 
2 : to organize or plan (something that is complicated) ■ She 
orchestrated the entire event. ■ It’s still unclear who was re¬ 
sponsible for orchestrating the attack. ■ A strike was orches¬ 
trated by union members. ■ a carefully orchestrated cam¬ 
paign/plot 

— or-ches*tra*tion Aoa'ka'streifan/ noun, pi -tions [count, 
noncount ] ■ the orchestration of the music/attack 

or-chid /'oa^ad/ noun, pi -chids 

1 [count] : a plant with flowers that are brightly colored and 
that have unusual shapes — see color picture on page C6 

2 [ noncount ] : a light puiple color 

or-dain /oa^dem/ verb -dains; -dained; -dain-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to officially make (someone) a minister, priest, rabbi, etc. 

■ He was ordained (as) a priest. ■ She is an ordained minister. 

2 formal : to officially establish or order (something) ■ We 
the people ... do ordain and establish this constitution ... 
— US. Constitution (1787) ■ The process was ordained by 
law. — sometimes used figuratively ■ It’s futile to try to avoid 
what destiny has ordained. 

or*deal /o&'diil/noun, pi -deals [count] : an experience that 
is very unpleasant or difficult — usually singular ■ Being 
trapped in the elevator was a harrowing ordeal for the shop¬ 
pers. ■ the ordeal of cancer treatment ■ I need to find a way to 
make traveling less of an ordeal. 

1 or«der /'oada 1 / noun, pi -ders 

1 : a statement made by a person with authority that tells 
someone to do something : an instruction or direction that 
must be obeyed [count] The captain was barking out orders 
[-commands] to the crew. ■ That’s an order , not a request! ■ 
Failing to comply with an order will result in the loss of your 
job. ■ She received an order to appear in court. ■ They can’t 
close down the school without an order from the governor’s 
office. ■ The mayor gave/issued an order to evacuate the city. 

■ It’s not his fault. He was only following/obeying orders. ■ 
I’m not taking orders from you! You’re not my boss. ■ She left 
the hospital against her doctor's orders. l=her doctor told her 
not to leave, but she left anyway! ■ The soldiers were under 
(strict) orders to shoot anything that moved, [noncount] The 
city was evacuated by order of the mayor. — see also cease 
AND DESIST ORDER, COURT ORDER, EXECUTIVE ORDER, 
GAG ORDER, MARCHING ORDERS, MONEY ORDER, RE¬ 
STRAINING ORDER, STANDING ORDER, TALL ORDER 

2 a : a specific request asking a company to supply goods or 
products to a customer [count] The store received an order 
for 200 roses this morning. ■ They had trouble filling large 
customer orders. ■ I placed a book order [=an order for a 
book] yesterday. ■ I’d like to cancel my order. ■ We offer free 
shipping on orders over 50 dollars, [noncount] We don’t 
have that CD in the store right now, but we do have it on or¬ 
der. [=we have ordered it but it has not yet been delivered! ■ 
The book is on (special) order from the publisher. ■ Dresses 
in larger sizes are available by special order. — see also 
BACK ORDER, MAIL ORDER, PURCHASE ORDER b [count] 
: a product or a group of products that someone has request¬ 
ed from a company ■ We shipped your order last Thursday. 

3 [count] a : a request for food or drinks made at a restau¬ 
rant ■ The waiter still hasn’t come to take our order. ■ May I 
take your orderl ■ Please wait in this line to place your order. 
b : the food and drinks that someone has requested at a res¬ 
taurant ■ Your order will be ready any minute now. ■ Is this 
order for here or to go? [=do you want to eat in this restau¬ 
rant or take the food somewhere else?! C : an amount of 
food that is served at a restaurant ■ I’d like a large order of 
French fries, please. ■ I’d like a hamburger with a side order 
of fries. [=I’d like an order of fries with my hamburger! 

4 : the particular way that things or events are organized in a 
list or series [singular] Roll the dice to determine the order 
of play. [=to decide who will play first, second, third, etc.] ■ 
The names were listed in no particular order. ■ He remem¬ 
bers things happening in a different order. ■ The actors’ 
names are listed in the order of their appearance. = They are 
listed in the order in which they appear. ■ Do these steps in 
the correct/proper/right order, [noncount] a series of jobs 
listed in order of difficulty/importance/size • The top three 
contestants were named in random order. • Her CDs are ar¬ 
ranged in alphabetical order according to the artists’ names. ■ 
a series of events given in chronological/historical order • 
They rank the wines in ascending/descending order accord¬ 
ing to their quality. ■ The movie tells the story of her life in 
reverse order. |=from the end to the beginning] ■ The books 
on those shelves are out of order. They need to be put in or¬ 
der. — see also pecking order 


5 [noncount] a : an organized and proper state or condition 
■ Two weeks after the disaster, he has managed to bring order 
out of (the) chaos. ■ Hundreds of families are struggling to 
get/put their lives back in order after the earthquake. ■ Get 
your passport in order before you leave for your trip. ■ All 
her documents were in order. ■ She makes sure the organiza¬ 
tion’s finances are in good order. • Drivers must keep their 
trucks clean and in (good) working order. [=working proper¬ 
ly] — opposite disorder b : the state in which people be¬ 
have properly, follow rules or laws, and respect authority ■ 
Our leaders must restore order to the city. ■ the loss of public 
order ■ Some teachers have trouble maintaining order in the 
classroom. * a lack of order and discipline ■ "Order, order in 
the court!” the judge shouted at the unruly men. 

6 [singular]: a social or political system : the way that a soci¬ 
ety is organized or controlled ■ These young activists dared 
to challenge the established social order. ■ calling for the end 
of the old order ■ a new world order ■ They seem to have ac¬ 
cepted poverty as part of the natural order of things. 

7 [singular] : a level of quality or excellence ■ a teacher of the 
first/highest order [=an excellent teacher] ■ Their customer 
service is of a higher order than that of their competitors. 

8 [count] chiefly Brit : a social class — usually plural ■ ser¬ 
vants and other members of the lower orders 

9 [count] biology : a group of related plants or animals that is 
larger than a family ■ humans, apes, and other members of 
the order Primates 

10 [count]: a large organization of people who have similar 
jobs or interests and who give help to other members ■ the 
Masonic Order ■ the Fraternal Order of Police 

11 [count] : a religious organization whose members usually 
live together and promise to follow special rules and tradi¬ 
tions ■ joining a religious/monastic order ■ an order of Catho¬ 
lic missionaries — see also holy orders 

12 [count]: a group of people who have been given an honor 
or reward by a country’s ruler ■ The Queen made him a 
Member of the Order of the British Empire. 

call (something) to order : to say that (something, such as 
a meeting or court session) should begin ■ She called the 
meeting to order at 8:15. ■ His lawyer arrived 10 minutes 
before court was called to order, 
house in order see ‘house 
in apple-pie order see apple pie 

in order : appropriate or desirable ■ After finishing that 
three-year project, I decided that a vacation was in order. ■ 
An apology is in order , I believe. — see also ‘order 4 
(above), ‘order 5a (above) 

in order for: to make it possible for someone or something 
to be or to do something ■ In order for companies to be suc¬ 
cessful, they have to sell their products at competitive pric¬ 
es. ■ We all have to work together in order for us to win. = 
We can win. but in order for that to happen, we all have to 
work together. • They were told that in order for them to 
keep their jobs, they would have to accept a cut in pay. 
in order that formal — used to say the reason for something 
• These soldiers gave their lives in order that [-so that] we 
may live in a safer and more peaceful world. 
in order to : to make it possible for something to happen ■ 
In order to succeed, companies have to sell their products 
at competitive prices. • People come here in order to give 
their children a better life. ■ She has to work two jobs in or¬ 
der to [=so that she can] support her family. ■ I checked my 
bags twice in order to make sure that I had everything. 
in short order see ‘short 
law and order see law 

on the order of (chiefly US) or Brit in/of the order of 
: around or about (a specified number) ■ The government 
has spent on the order of [-approximately] ten million dol¬ 
lars on the project. ■ He receives something on the order of 
100 e-mails a day. 

out of order 1 : not working properly : not able to be used 
■ The elevator’s out of order [-broken] again. We’ll have to 
take the stairs. • The sign on the coffee machine says “ out 
of order." 2 : not following the formal rules of a meeting, 
court session, etc. ■ At the last town council meeting, her 
proposal was ruled out of order by the mayor. ■ The mayor 
ruled her out of order. 3 Brit, informal : beyond what is 
reasonable or allowable : not right or appropriate ■ Your 
behavior was completely out of order. [=out of line] ■ His 
comments were out of order. — see also ‘order 4 (above) 
to order : in response to a specific order or request ■ Every¬ 
thing in this restaurant is cooked to order. — see also 
MADE-TO-ORDER 
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— or-der-less /'oa-dafas/ adj ■ a lawless and orderless soci¬ 
ety 

2 order verb -ders; -dered; -der-ing 

1 [+ obj] a : to use your authority to tell someone to do 
something : to give an order to someone ■ They ordered ev- 
eiyone out of the house. ■ The soldiers were ordered back to 
the base. ■ “Stop! Drop your weapon!" ordered the officer. — 
usually followed by to + verb ■ The police officer ordered him 
to stop and drop his weapon. ■ The soldiers were ordered to 
return to the base. ■ Everyone on the ship was ordered to put 
on their lifejackets. ■ I order you to leave this instant! b : to 
say that (something) must be done ■ The court threw out the 
conviction and ordered a new trial. ■ The judge ordered that 
the charges be dismissed. ■ He was accused of ordering the 
murder of his wife. 

2 : to place an order for (something): such as a : to request 
(something) from a company [+ obj\ I ordered the books 
from the company’s Web site. • The shirt you ordered should 
arrive in the mail in a couple of days, [no obj ] To order , call 
the number at the bottom of your screen. ■ Order now and 
receive a free gift! b : to request (food or drinks) from a 
restaurant [+ obj I’d like to order a large cheese pizza. ■ She 
sat down at the bar and ordered a drink. ■ Would you like me 
to order you a drink? = Would you like me to order a drink 
for you? ■ I had the fish and he ordered the steak. * Do you 
know what you’re going to order ? [no obj “Are you ready 
to order!" the waiter asked. ■ We’ve already ordered. 

3 [+ obj : to organize (things) in a particular list or series : to 
put things in a particular order or position ■ The books are 
ordered [=arranged\ alphabetically by author. — see also re¬ 
order 

just what the doctor ordered see 1 doctor 
order around or chiefly Brit order about [phrasal verb] order 
(someone) around/about: to give orders to (someone) : to 
tell (someone) what to do ■ He was tired of being ordered 
[-bossed] around by his parents and teachers. • You can’t 
just come in here and start ordering people around. 

— or*der*able /'oa-darabal/ adj ■ an orderable book — or- 
der-er /'o&d&rzrl noun, pi -ers [count] 

order book noun, pi ~ books [count] : a book that shows 
the number of orders that a company has received from its 
customers — often used figuratively ■ The company is start¬ 
ing the year with a full order book. [=it has many orders for 
its products] 

Ordered /'oadad/ acjj [more most ~] : carefully orga¬ 
nized or controlled ■ an ordered sequence of events ■ He leads 
an ordered [=well-ordered, orderly] life in the suburbs. 

— opposite DISORDERED 

order form noun, pi forms [count] : a form that custom¬ 
ers can use to order products from a company 
1 Or-der-ly /'oa-dafi/ acjj [more most ~~] 

1 : arranged or organized in a logical or regular way ■ Try to 
keep your desk neat and orderly. [=tidy] ■ an orderly arrange¬ 
ment of pictures ■ She sorted the information into orderly 
categories. 

2 : peaceful or well-behaved ■ Outside the theater, an orderly 
line of people waited to buy tickets. ■ an orderly crowd of 
protesters • Please exit the building in an orderly fashion. 
-opposite DISORDERLY 

— or-der-li-ness /'oa'd^linas/ noun [noncount] 

2 orderly noun, pi -lies [count] 

1 : a person who works in a hospital and does various jobs 
(such as moving patients or cleaning) 

2 : a soldier who performs various services (such as carrying 
messages) for a superior officer 

Order of business noun [singular] : a job that must be 
done or an issue that must be discussed ■ The first order of 
business at the committee meeting was the budget, 
order of magnitude noun, pi orders of magnitude 
[count] : a range of numbers or sizes that goes from a partic¬ 
ular number or size to 10 times larger or 10 times smaller ■ 
These molecules are several orders of magnitude smaller than 
a grain of sand. ■ Donations to the organization increased by 
an order of magnitude [=they became 10 times greater] after 
the earthquake. — often used figuratively ■ two problems of 
the same order of magnitude [=two problems that are equally 
important) 

order of the day noun 

the order of the day : a characteristic or activity that is 
common during a particular period of time or in a particu¬ 
lar situation ■ Change was very much the order of the day in 
that time in our country's history. • Wasteful government 


spending seems to be the order of the day. ■ At the resort’s 
outdoor cafe, bathing suits and sandals are the order of the 
day. [=they are popular and appropriate] 
order paper noun, pi ~ -pers [count] Brit : a list of the sub¬ 
jects that will be discussed in Parliament on a particular day ■ 
The issue did not appear on the order paper as expected. ■ 
parliamentary order papers 

or*di*nal number /‘oa'danal-/ noun, pi -bers [count] : a 
number (such as first, fifth, or 22nd) that is used to show the 
position of someone or something in a series — compare 

CARDINAL NUMBER 

or*di*nance /'o^danans/ noun, pi -nanc«es US : a law or 
regulation made by a city or town government [count] The 
town has passed a zoning ordinance limiting construction. 
[noncount] {formal ) Gambling is prohibited by local ordi¬ 
nance. synonyms see law 

Or*di*nar*i*ly /,oa < da , nerali, Brit 'oidanrali/ adv — used to 
describe the way things are normally or usually done ■ Ordi¬ 
narily, we don’t accept this as a valid form of identification, 
but we’ll accept it this time. ■ It ordinarily [= usually ] takes 
two people to operate the machine. ■ She’s not ordinarily in 
on Wednesdays, but she’s here today. 

1 Or*di*narV /'o^da^eri, Brit 'aidanri/ adj [more most ~] 

1 always used before a noun : normal or usual: not unusual, 
different, or special ■ Today was just another ordinary [=rou- 
tine] day at work. ■ They’ve had the ordinary problems asso¬ 
ciated with starting a new business. ■ the ordinary [= regular] 
language/speech we use every day ■ My wife thought our 
guide was strange, but he seemed perfectly ordinary to me. ■ 
ordinary people [=people who are not famous, rich, etc.] • It 
was no ordinary day. [=it was a special or unusual day] 

2 disapproving : neither very good nor very bad : not very 
impressive ■ The quality of her work has been pretty ordi¬ 
nary. [=average] • The meal was ordinary and uninspired. 

in the ordinary way Brit : in the normal or usual way : as 
something is always done ■ They had their morning coffee 
in the ordinary way, reading the paper and not speaking 
until they were finished. 

— or-di-nar-i-ness /'o^da,nerinas/ noun [noncount] ■ the 
ordinariness of daily life 
2 ordinary noun 

out of the ordinary : unusual, different, or strange : not 
what is considered to be normal ■ What happened is noth¬ 
ing out of the ordinary. ■ They didn’t do anything that was 
out of the ordinary. ■ Her taste is a bit out of the ordinary. 
Ordinary level noun, pi ~ -els [count] Brit : o level 
or«di«na*tion Aoa'da'neifan/ noun, pi -tions : the official 
act or process of making someone a priest, minister, etc. 
[noncount] He is a candidate for ordination, [count] After his 
ordination, he will be assigned to a local parish, 
ord-nance /'o^dnans/ noun [noncount] technical 

1 : military supplies including weapons, ammunition, ar¬ 
mor, vehicles, etc. ■ The field was full of unexploded ord¬ 
nance. [=bombs that had not exploded] • an ordnance facility 

2 : large, heavy guns on wheels : artillery ■ The company 
was outfitted with 50-millimeter ordnance. ■ a military ord¬ 
nance company 

or-dure /'oa<fe»/ noun [noncount] chiefly Brit, formal : solid 
waste matter that is released from the body : excrement 
ore /'oa-/ noun, pi ores : rocks, earth, etc., from which a 
valuable metal can be taken [noncount] The mine is an im¬ 
portant producer of iron ore. [count] The company extracts 
metals from ores. 

oreg«a*no /a'reganou/ noun [noncount] : an herb that has 
green leaves with a sweet smell which are used in cooking ■ 
The recipe calls for a tablespoon of chopped oregano. — see 
color picture on page C6 
or-qan /'oa-gan/ noun, pi -gans [count] 

1 a : a part of the body (such as the heart or liver) that has a 
particular function ■ internal organs • vital organs ■ an organ 
transplant/donor — see also sense organ b — used as a 
polite way of saying pen is ■ the male organ 

2 a : a musical instrument that has a keyboard and pipes of 
different lengths and that makes sound by pushing air 
through the pipes — called also pipe organ ; see picture at 
keyboard b : an electronic musical instrument that has a 
keyboard and makes sounds like those of an organ — see 
also BARREL ORGAN, MOUTH ORGAN 

3 formal: a group or organization that has a special function 
within a larger organization ■ the legislative organ of our gov¬ 
ernment 

4 formal: a newspaper, magazine, etc., that is published by a 
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particular group and that gives the news and opinions of that 
group ■ The magazine functions as the official organ of the 
tobacco industry. ■ a house organ [=a publication that ex¬ 
presses the opinions of a business or group] 
or-gan—grind-er /'oa^gan^ramdaV noun, pi -ers [count] 
: a musician who plays a barrel organ in a public place for 
money 

or*gan*ic /oa^gsemk/ adj 

1 a of food : grown or made without the use of artificial 
chemicals ■ organic vegetables ■ Is this broccoli certified or- 
ganic ? [=has the government said that it was grown without 
the use of artificial chemicals?] b : not using artificial 
chemicals ■ organic farming/methods ■ She’s an organic gar¬ 
dener. 

2 : of, relating to, or obtained from living things ■ organic 
materials/matter/substances ■ organic fertilizers — opposite 
INORGANIC 

3 [more most ~] a : having different parts that work to¬ 
gether well • He thinks of the city not as a collection of dif¬ 
ferent neighborhoods but as an organic whole, b : forming 
an important part of something • This neighborhood is an or¬ 
ganic part of the city. 

4 [more most —] : happening or developing in a slow and 
natural way ■ The company has gone through a period of 
steady organic growth in recent years. 

5 [more most ~] somewhat formal : having a curving form 
similar to the shapes found in nature ■ I like the organic lines 
of his architecture. ■ His architecture is very organic. 

6 medical : of or relating to the organs of the body ■ an or¬ 
ganic disease ■ organic illness 

— or*gan-i-caMy /oa^gsenikli/ adv ■ This farm specializes in 
organically grown food. ■ Her opinions grew organically 
from her observations. 

Organic chemistry noun [noncount] : a branch of chem¬ 
istry that is concerned with carbon and especially carbon 
compounds which are found in living things — compare in¬ 
organic CHEMISTRY 

or-gan-ism /'oaga^izam/ noun, pi -isms [count] 

1 : an individual living thing ■ a microscopic organism ■ A 
human being is a complex organism. — see also microor¬ 
ganism 

2 : a system with many parts that depend on each other and 
work together — usually singular ■ He thinks of the city as a 
complex social/political/economic organism. 

or-gan-ist /'organist/ noun, pi -ists [count] music : a per¬ 
son who plays an organ ■ a church organist 
or«aa«ni-za»tion also Brit or*ga*ni*sa-tion /.oa-gana- 
'zei fan, Brit .oiga^ai’zeij'an/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : a company, business, club, etc., that is formed for 
a particular purpose ■ She is the leader of an international or¬ 
ganization devoted to the protection of natural resources. • 
religious organizations ■ a charitable organization 

2 [noncount] a : the act or process of putting the different 
parts of something in a certain order so that they can be 
found or used easily ■ He has been working on the organiza¬ 
tion of his notes into an outline, b : the act or process of 
planning and arranging the different parts of an event or ac¬ 
tivity ■ She is responsible for the organization of the party. 

3 [noncount] : the way in which the different parts of some¬ 
thing (such as a company) are arranged ■ The new president 
plans to make changes to the company’s organization. 

4 [noncount] : the quality of being arranged in a way that is 
sensible and useful ■ You have a lot of good ideas in this pa¬ 
per, but there’s no organization to your thoughts. 

- or-ga-ni-za*tion-al also Brit or-ga>ni>sa-tion>al /,oa- 
gana'zeijanj, Brit .oigainai'zeijanj/ adj ■ She has strong 
organizational skills. [=she is very skillful at arranging 
things in a sensible and useful way] ■ an organizational 
chart [=a chart that shows how all of the jobs in a large 
company relate to each other] 

or»qa»nize also Brit or*ga-nise /■oa'ga.naiz/ verb -niz-es; 
-nized;-nlz«ing 

1 [+ obj] : to arrange and plan (an event or activity) ■ They 
hired a professional to help organize their wedding. ■ We are 
organizing a fund-raiser. 

2 : to arrange or order things so that they can be found or 
used easily and quickly : to put things into a particular ar¬ 
rangement or order [+ obj] His office is a mess. He needs 
someone to help him organize his work/papers. ■ She took a 
moment to organize [-collect] her thoughts before she re¬ 
sponded. ■ The book is organized around a central theme. 
[=the action, plot, characters, etc., of the book are guided by 


a central theme] • I spent some time organizing my closet last 
weekend, [no obj] You need to learn to organize better. 

3 a : to gather (people) into a group that will work on some¬ 
thing together [+ obj] She organized people to work for so¬ 
cial justice. ■ The players were organized into separate teams. 
[no obj] He encouraged them to organize for social justice, 
b : to form a labor union [no obj] The company has tried to 
prevent the workers from organizing. [+ obj] He tried to or¬ 
ganize [= unionize ] the workers in the factory. 

— or-ga-niz-er also Brit or*ga*nis*er /'o3^3,naiz»/ noun . 
pi -ers [count] ■ an events organizer ■ She’s a skillful orga¬ 
nizer. ■ a labor/union/political organizer 
organized also Brit organised adj 

1 a : arranged into a formal group with leaders and with 
rules for doing or planning things ■ organized baseball [=the 
sport of baseball and its teams, members, leaders, and rules] ■ 
organized religion [=religion that has large numbers of fol¬ 
lowers and a set of rules that must be followed] ■ organized 
crime [=a large group of professional criminals who work as 
part of a powerful and secret organization] b : arranged 
into or belonging to a labor union • organized mine workers ■ 
organized labor [=labor unions as a group] 

2 [more most — ]: arranged or planned in a particular way 
■ They ran a well -organized political campaign. ■ a poorly or¬ 
ganized meeting 

3 [more most ~] a : having things arranged in a neat and 
effective way ■ an organized office ■ His office is a mess. He 
needs to get organized. [=he needs to organize his office] b 
: able to keep things arranged in a neat or effective way ■ 
She’s a very organized person. — opposite disorganized 

Of-gasm /'oa^gEezam/ noun, pi -gasms : the point during 
sexual activity when sexual pleasure is strongest [noncount] 
achieve/experience/reach orgasm [count] have an orgasm 
or-gas-mic /oaJgEezmik/ adj 

1 always used before a noun : of or relating to an orgasm ■ or¬ 
gasmic dysfunction 

2 : very exciting or enjoyable ■ White-water rafting was an 
orgasmic experience. 

or-gy /'oad 5 i/ noun, pi -gies [count] 

1 : a wild party and especially one in which many people 
have sex together ■ a drunken orgy 

2 : something that is done too much and in a wild way ■ an 
eating orgy — often + of ■ The troops took part in an orgy of 
destruction. ■ an orgy of violence and crime 

ori«ent /'ori.cnt/ verb -ents; -ent-ed; -ent-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to change or create (something, such as a book or a film) 
so that it appeals to a particular group of people or is suit¬ 
able for a particular group of people — often + to or toward » 
They are planning to orient the movie toward teenagers. [=to 
make the movie interesting to teenagers] ■ The authors ori¬ 
ented the text to/toward high-school students. = The text is 
oriented toward high-school students. 

2 : to direct (someone) toward a goal ■ The program is in¬ 
tended to orient students toward a career in medicine. 

3 : to place (something) in a particular position or direction ■ 
Orient the map so that north is at the top. ■ The house is ori¬ 
ented so that it faces west. 

4 : to help (someone) become familiar with a new situation, 
place, etc. ■ The guide is intended to orient travelers (to their 
surroundings). ■ The hikers stopped to orient themselves 
[=to find out where they were] by looking at their map. ■ She 
needs time to orient herself to her new job. [=to become fa¬ 
miliar with her new job] — compare disorient 

Orient /'orijant/ noun 

the Orient old-fashioned : the countries of eastern Asia ■ a 
plant that grows in the Orient • We’re planning a trip to the 
Orient. — compare Occident 

ori*en-tal or Ori-en*tal /,ori'ent]/ adj, old-fashioned : of, 
relating to, or from Asia and especially eastern Asia ■ I like 
oriental food. ■ oriental art *v* The adjective Oriental is now 
often considered offensive when it is used to describe a per¬ 
son. The adjective Asian should be used instead. 

Oriental noun, pi -tals [count] old-jashioned + offensive : a 
person from eastern Asia 

Ori-en*tal-ist /.ori'cntalist/ noun, pi -ists [count] somewhat 
old-fashioned : a person who studies Asian countries, lan¬ 
guages, etc. 

Oriental rug noun, pi ~ rugs [count] : a rug or carpet that 
is made in central or southern Asia and that usually has very 
fancy designs on it 

ori-en-tate /'orijan.teit/ verb -tates; -tat*ed; -tat-ing [+ 

obj] chiefly Brit : orient ■ a program that helps to orientate 
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new students ■ She needs to orientate herself to her new job. 
Orientated adj, chiefly Brit : oriented 
ori*en*ta*tion /(Orijan'teijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count, noncount\ a : a person’s feelings, interests, and be¬ 
liefs ■ his political/religious/spiritual orientation b : sexu¬ 
al orientation ■ patients identifying themselves as homo¬ 
sexual or bisexual in orientation • He makes no secret of his 
orientation. 

2 : a main interest, quality, or goal [count] The organization 
has a decidedly conservative orientation, [noncount] Her lat¬ 
er works were more introspective in orientation. 

3 : the process of giving people training and information 
about a new job, situation, etc. [noncount] These materials 
are used for the orientation of new employees. ■ an orienta¬ 
tion meeting/session ■ The weekend before the semester be¬ 
gins is the freshman orientation period. [=the time when new 
students start to become familiar with a college] [count] 
New students need to go through a short orientation before 
they begin classes. 

4 [count] : the position or direction of something ■ They had 
to adjust the antenna’s orientation in order to receive a clear 
signal. ■ The valley has a north-south orientation. [=the valley 
runs from north to south] 

oriented adj 

1 : interested in a particular thing, activity, etc. ■ politically 
oriented journalists [journalists who are interested in poli¬ 
tics] ■ The audience was academically oriented. 

2 : designed to appeal to a certain kind of people ■ We went 
to a iami\y-oriented amusement park. [=an amusement park 
designed to appeal to families] 

Ori*en*teer*ing /^rijan'timj/ noun [noncount] : a sport in 
which people use a map and a compass to travel along a 
route they do not know as quickly as possible 

or*i«fice /'orafes/ noun, pi -fic-es [count] formal : a hole or 
opening and especially one in your body (such as your 
mouth, ear, nostril, etc.) ■ a bodily orifice 

ori-ga-mi / l ora , ga:mi//iou/z [noncount] : the Japanese art of 
folding paper into shapes that look like birds, animals, etc. 

or«i«qin /'oracfean/ noun, pi -gins 

1 : the"!point or place where something begins or is created 
: the source or cause of something [count] The origin of this 
custom/tradition is not known. = The origins of this custom/ 
tradition are not known. [=no one knows how this custom/ 
tradition started] ■ What is the origin [= etymology ] of that 
word? ■ The school had its origin [=the school was created] 
with a large gift from a donor. ■ The story had its origin 
[originated] in the 19th century, [noncount] The English 
word “rendezvous” is French in origin. [=the English word 
comes from French] ■ The infection was bacterial in origin. 
[=the infection was caused by bacteria] ■ The wine is named 
for its place of origin. [=the place where it was made/created] 
■ The game is of recent origin. [=the game was created re¬ 
cently] ■ a disease of unknown origin [=a disease whose origin 
is not known] 

2 : the place, social situation, or type of family that a person 
comes from [noncount] She is of French origin. [=oncestry] ■ 
What is his country of origin ? [=what country does he come 
from?] [count] Her ethnic origins are French. ■ He comes 
from humble origins. [=he comes from a family that did not 
have high social status or much money] 

1 original /a'ncfeanl/ adj 

1 always used before a noun : happening or existing first or at 
the beginning ■ Their original idea was to fix their old car, 
but they decided to buy a new one instead.»The word’s orig¬ 
inal meaning was very different from its current meaning. ■ 
That piece of furniture is still in its original condition. [=the 
furniture is in the same condition it was in when we first 
bought it] ■ We were the original [=first] owners of that van. 

2 al ays used before a noun : made or produced first: not a 
copy, translation, etc. ■ I gave her a copy and kept the origi¬ 
nal document myself. ■ The book has been translated into 
English from the original Spanish. 

3 [more most ~] a : not like others : new, different, and 
appealing ■ The concept is very original. • The car has a high¬ 
ly original design, b : able to think of or make new and cre¬ 
ative things ■ She has a very original and creative mind. • He 
is admired as an original American composer. 

2 original noun, pi -nals 

1 [count]: a document, film, painting, etc., which is created 
by someone and from which a copy or translation is made ■ I 
gave her a copy of the report and kept the original. ■ This 
isn’t a reprint, it’s an original. 


2 [singular] : a person who is different from other people in 
an appealing or interesting way ■ Compared to other actress¬ 
es of her generation, she is a true original, 
in the original : in the language used by the original writer ■ 
We read Homer in the original , not in translation. [=we 
read the original words that Homer wrote in ancient 
Greek] 

Orig*i*nal*i*ty /a^cfea'nielati/ noun [noncount] : the quality 
of being new and different in a good and appealing way ■ 
Critics have praised the movie’s startling originality. ■ I was 
amazed by the originality of her ideas. ■ an artist of great orig¬ 
inality [=creativity] 

Oriq-i-naMy /a'ncbanli/ adv 

1 : in the beginning : when something first happened or be¬ 
gan ■ That van originally belonged to us. ■ The building was 
originally a school. ■ They originally planned to fix their old 
car, but they decided to buy a new one instead. ■ Originally , 
the word had a very different meaning from its current 
meaning. ■ a New Yorker who is originally from Mexico 

2 [more most ~] : in a new, fresh, or original way ■ She 
has shown an ability to think originally about ways to im¬ 
prove the company. 

Original sin noun [noncount] : the belief taught in Chris¬ 
tianity that people will naturally do bad or evil things 
orig-i-nate /a'ncfea.neit/ verb -nates; -nat«ed; -nat-ing 

1 [no obj] : to begin to exist: to be produced or created ■ No 
one knows when or where the idea (first) originated. • These 
stories originated during earlier times. ■ The book originated 
as/from a series of lectures. ■ The sound seemed to originate 
from outside the room. ■ The custom is believed to have orig¬ 
inated in the western U.S. ■ That idea did not originate with 
him. [=he was not the first person to have that idea] 

2 [+ obj] : to cause (something) to exist : to produce or cre¬ 
ate (something) ■ He did not originate the idea. ■ The policy 
was originated by the previous administration. 

— orig-i-na.tor /a'ncfea^eita 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] 
ori<ole /'ori,oul/ noun, pi -oles [count] 

1 : a colorful North American bird that has an orange or yel¬ 
low body with black wings 

2 : a European bird The male European oriole has a 
bright yellow body and black wings. 

Ori*on /a'rajan/ noun [noncount]: a group of stars in the sky 
that looks like a hunter with a line of three bright stars for a 
belt 4* This group of stars is named for a famous hunter in 
stories from Greek mythology. 

1 or*na*ment /'oanamant/ noun, pi -merits 

1 [count]: a small, fancy object that is put on something else 
to make it more attractive ■ She wore a hair ornament. ■ ( US) 
the hood ornament on a car [=a small metal figure on the 
front edge of a car’s hood] ■ Christmas ornaments [=small 
balls, figures, etc., that are hung on a Christmas tree for dec¬ 
oration] 

2 [noncount] formal : a way to make something look more 
attractive and less plain ■ A satin bow was used for ornament, 
[^decoration] ■ The columns are there purely as ornament — 
they have no structural function. 

2 ornament verb -merits; -ment-ed; -ment-ing [+ obj] for¬ 
mal : to make (something) more attractive by adding small 
objects to it: decorate • flower patterns used to ornament 
boxes — usually used as (be) ornamented ■ a dress ornament¬ 
ed with pearls ■ elaborately/highly ornamented ceilings 
1 Or«na-men*tal Aosna'inentl/ adj : used to make something 
more attractive : used for decoration » ornamental vases ■ 
The garden has many ornamental shrubs. ■ The columns are 
purely ornamental. [= decorative] 

— or*na«men*taMy adv 

2 ornamental noun, pi -tals [count] chiefly US: a plant that is 
grown for its beauty rather than for its fruit, wood, etc.: an 
ornamental plant ■ The garden has many beautiful ornamen¬ 
tals. 

or-na-men-ta-tion ^oanamanHeiJan/ noun [noncount] 
some hat formal : something that is added to make some¬ 
thing else more attractive ■ A bright ribbon was used for or¬ 
namentation. • a ballroom with elaborate ornamentation 
or-nate /oa^neit/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : covered with decorations : covered with fancy patterns 
and shapes ■ ornate silver candlesticks ■ She doesn’t like or¬ 
nate jewelry. — opposite plain 

2 : using many fancy words ■ an ornate writing style ■ ornate 
prose 

— or*nate-ly adv • ornately carved staircases - or«nate- 
ness noun [noncount] 
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or-nery /"omari/ adj or-neri-er; -est [or more most 
US, informal + often humorous 

1 : easily annoyed or angered ■ I'm getting more and more 
ornery in my old age. 

2 : difficult to deal with or control ■ an ornery mule 

— or-neri-ness noun [noncount] • She has a reputation for 
orneriness. [=people know that she gets annoyed easily] 

or-ni-thol-O-gy / l OOTi3 l 0a:l3<tei/ noun [ noncount ] : a 
branch of science that deals with the study of birds 

— or-ni-tho.log-l-cal /.oa-nses'laicfeiksi/ adj - or-ni-thol- 
o-gist Aoa-ns'Gailscfcist/ noun, pi -gists [count] 

1 or*phan /■oatfsn/ noun, pi -phans [count] : a child whose 
parents are dead ■ He was left an orphan [=he became an or¬ 
phan] when his parents died in a car accident. — sometimes 
used of animals ■ The baby raccoon were orphans. 

— orphan adj, always used before a noun • an orphan boy/ 
girl 

2 orphan verb -phans; -phaned; -phan*ing [+ obj] : to 
cause (a child) to become an orphan — usually used as (be) 
orphaned ■ He was orphaned as a young boy when his parents 
died in a car accident. ■ Thousands of children were or¬ 
phaned by the war. — sometimes used of animals ■ orphaned 
puppies — sometimes used figuratively ■ The second volume 
of the two-volume set was orphaned when we lost the first 
volume. 

or*phan*age /'o^fsmcfe/ noun, pi -ag-es [count] : a place 
where children whose parents have died can live and be 
cared for : a home for orphans ■ After the death of his par¬ 
ents, he was raised in an orphanage. 
or-tho-don-tia /lOaGd'darn/ija/ noun [noncount] US, tech¬ 
nical : treatment and devices used on teeth to make them 
grow straight • We took out a loan to pay for our son's or¬ 
thodontia. 

or-thO-don-tlCS /.o^Gs'daintiks/ noun [noncount] : a 
branch of dentistry that deals with helping teeth to grow 
straight 

— or-tho-don*tic Aoa'Gs'daintik/ adj • He underwent or¬ 
thodontic treatment. ■ an orthodontic device — or-tho- 
don-tist Aoa'Ga'daintist/ noun, pi -tists [count] • The or¬ 
thodontist put braces on my teeth. 

or-tho-dox /'ofrGs.dcrks/ adj 

1 [more most ~] : accepted as true or correct by most 
people : supporting or believing what most people think is 
true : conventional ■ He took an orthodox approach to 
the problem. ■ orthodox thinking ■ orthodox political views ■ 
She believes in the benefits of both orthodox medicine and 
alternative medicine. — opposite unorthodox 

2 a or Orthodox : accepting and closely following the tradi¬ 
tional beliefs and customs of a religion ■ Orthodox Jews ■ He 
is a very orthodox Muslim, b Orthodox : of or relating to 
the Orthodox Church • I attend an Eastern Orthodox church. 
■ My grandmother is Russian Orthodox. 

Orthodox Church noun 

the Orthodox Church : a branch of the Christian church 
that has members mainly in the area from eastern Europe 
to eastern Africa ■ the Eastern Orthodox Church • the Rus¬ 
sian/Greek/Ethiopian Orthodox Church 
or-tho-doxy /'oa-GSidaiksi/ noun, pi -dox-ies formal 

1 : a belief or a way of thinking that is accepted as true or 
correct [noncount] I was surprised by the orthodoxy of her 
political views, [count] He rejected the orthodoxies of the 
scientific establishment. 

2 Orthodoxy [noncount] : the beliefs, practices, and institu¬ 
tion of the Orthodox Church 

or*thog*ra*phy /oa-'Gaigrsfi/ noun [noncount] technical 
: the way in which the words of a language are spelled ■ the 
rules of English orthography [=spelling] 

— or-tho-graph-ic AoarGs'graefik/ adj, always used before a 
noun • orthographic reforms 

or-tho-pe-dic (chiefly US) also chiefly Brit or-tho-pae-dic 
/,o»03 , pi:dik/ adj, medical 

1 : used in the treatment of illnesses and injuries that affect 
bones and muscles • orthopedic medicine ■ an orthopedic sur¬ 
geon ■ She was wearing orthopedic shoes. 

2 : affecting bones or muscles ■ orthopedic injuries 
or-tho-pe-dics (chiefly US) also chiefly Brit or*tho*pae- 

dics /.o^Gs'piidiks/ noun [noncount] medical : a branch of 
medicine that tries to prevent and correct problems that af¬ 
fect bones and muscles 

— or-tho-pe-dist (chiefly US) also chiefly Brit or-tho-pae- 
dist /,ofr03'pi:dist/ noun, pi -dists [count] 

1 -ory noun suffix : a place for • observatory ■ reformatory 


2 -ory adj suffix : of, relating to, or doing ■ regulatory [=:regulat- 
ing] ■ explanatory [=explaining] 

OS abbr, computers operating system 

Os-Car /'diska-/ trademark — used for a small statue that is 
awarded by part of the American film industry to the best 
actors, movies, directors, etc., of the year 
OS-cil-late /'a:s3,leit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -lat-ing [no obj ] 

1 : to move in one direction and then back again many times 
■ The fan was oscillating. [=was turning to the right, then to 
the left, then to the right, etc.] ■ Stock prices have continued 
to oscillate. [=to go up and down] ■ an oscillating fan 

2 formal : to keep changing from one belief, feeling, condi¬ 
tion, etc., to an opposite one — usually + between • The 
mood of voters has oscillated between optimism and pessi¬ 
mism. • The weather oscillated between brutal cold and sear¬ 
ing heat. 

3 technical: to change in strength or direction regularly ■ an 
oscillating electric current ■ oscillating radio waves • stars 
that oscillate in brightness [=that get brighter, then fainter, 
then brighter, etc.] 

OS-cil-la-tion /idrss'leijsn/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : the act of regularly moving from one position to another 
and back to the original position [noncount) the continued 
oscillation of the fan [count] the fan’s oscillations 

2 somewhat formal : a frequent change from one state, posi¬ 
tion, or amount to another [noncount] the continual oscilla¬ 
tion [=(more commonly) fluctuation 1 of stock prices [count] 
price/temperature oscillations 

3 somewhat formal : the act of changing from one belief, 
feeling, etc., to an opposite one — usually + between [non¬ 
count] There has been oscillation between optimism and pes¬ 
simism among voters, [count] His friends were alarmed by 
his oscillations [=(less formally) jwmgs] between hope and de¬ 
spair. 

4 [count] technical: a single movement from one position or 
state to another • Each oscillation of the pendulum repre¬ 
sents one second. 

OS-mo-SiS /az'mousss/ noun [noncount] 

1 biology : the process that causes a liquid (especially water) 
to pass through the wall of a living cell 

2 : an ability to learn and understand things gradually with¬ 
out much effort ■ She seems to learn foreign languages by/ 
through osmosis. 

OS-prey /'a:spri, 'a:,sprei/ noun, pi -preys [count] : a large 
bird that eats fish 

OS-SI-fy / I a:s3,fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing 

1 formal + disapproving : to become or to cause something to 
become unable to change [no obj] Her opinions have ossi¬ 
fied. [+ obj) an ossified social hierarchy ■ ossified ideologies 

2 technical : to become or to cause something to become 
hard like bone [no obj ] The cartilage will ossify , becoming 
bone. [+ obj ] a disease that ossifies the joints 

— os-si-fi-ca-tion Aaissfs'keijsn/ noun [noncount] • intel¬ 
lectual ossification ■ ossification of the cartilage 

OS-ten-Si-ble /a'stensabsl/ adj, always used before a noun 
: seeming or said to be true or real but very possibly not true 
or real ■ The ostensible reason for his visit was to see an old 
friend. [=he said the reason was to see an old friend, but the 
real reason may have been something different] • The osten¬ 
sible [-apparent] purpose of the article is to encourage young 
adults to vote. 

— os-ten-si-bly /a'stenssbli/ adv • The story is ostensibly 
fiction, but some of the events are based on real life. ■ Os¬ 
tensibly, the reason for his visit was to see an old friend. 

OS-ten-ta-tion /(aistsn'teijsn/ noun [ noncount ] disapprov¬ 
ing : an unnecessary display of wealth, knowledge, etc., that 
is done to attract attention, admiration, or envy ■ The actress 
avoids ostentation. She owns a small house and drives an in¬ 
expensive car. ■ She dressed stylishly without ostentation. 
[=she dressed in a way that was simple yet attractive] ■ He 
writes simply and clearly and without ostentation. 
OS-ten-ta-tiOLIS /(distan'teijgs/ adj [more —; most ~] disap¬ 
proving : displaying wealth, knowledge, etc., in a way that is 
meant to attract attention, admiration, or envy ■ the ostenta¬ 
tious [=very large and expensive] summer homes of the rich ■ 
the ostentatious [= pretentious ] use of foreign phrases in con¬ 
versation • an ostentatious display of knowledge 

— os-ten-ta-tious-ly adv • He dresses ostentatiously. • Her 
ring had an ostentatiously large diamond. 

OS-teo-ar-thri-tis ^cr.stijowaa^Graitss/ noun [noncount] 
medical : a disease that causes the joints to become very 
painful and stiff 
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os-te-op-a-thy /,a:sti'a:p30i/ noun [ noncount] medical : a 
method of treating people who are sick or in pain by pushing 
and moving bones and muscles 

— os*teo*path /'a:stij3,p£e0/ noun, pi -paths [count] ■ He is 
a trained osteopath. — os*teo*path*ic ^aistijs'pzeGik/ defy 
• osteopathic treatment — os*teo»path*i*caMy /iOistija- 
'pzeGikli/ adv 

os-te-o-po-ro-sis /.aistijoupa'rousas/ noun [noncount] 
medical: a condition in which the bones become weak and 
break easily 

OS*tra«cize also Brit os»tra*cise /‘a:str3,saiz/ verb -ciz«es; 
-cized; -ciz-ing [+ obj] : to not allow (someone) to be in¬ 
cluded in a group : to exclude (someone) from a group ■ She 
was ostracized from/by the scientific community for many 
years because of her radical political beliefs. • The other girls 
ostracized her because of the way she dressed. 

— os*tra*cism /'a:str3,siz3m/ noun [noncount] ■ She suf¬ 
fered years of ostracism from the scientific community. 

OS*trich /'custritf/ noun, pi -triclves 
[count] : a very large African bird that 
runs very fast but cannot fly 

OT abbr 1 occupational therapist; oc¬ 
cupational therapy 2 O. T. Old Testa¬ 
ment 3 O.T. US overtime ■ He scored 
a goal in O.T. to win the game. 

OTC abbr over-the-counter 
1 0th«er /'a 5a 1 / adj, always used before a 
noun 1 — used to refer to the one 
person or thing that remains or that 
has not been mentioned ■ What’s in 
your other hand? ■ “Is this the ear that 
hurts?" “No, it’s my other ear.” » My 
other son is a doctor. ■ Their other car 
is a lot smaller than this one. ■ I didn’t 
like this novel as much as the other 
one. ■ Do you want the other half of 
my bagel? — see also OTHER half 

2 — used to refer to all the members 
of a group except the person or thing 
that has already been mentioned ■ “Is 
this the last copy?” “Yes, all the other 
copies have been sold.” ■ She was taller than the other girls in 
her class. [=she was taller than the rest of the girls in her 
class] ■ One of her daughters lives in Texas and her two other 
daughters live in California. ■ This car got better gas mileage 
than the other ones we tested. 

3 : in addition to the person or thing that has already been 
mentioned ■ Does anyone have any other [=additional, more] 
ideas? ■ These and other issues will be discussed at the next 
meeting. ■ The driver’s wife and two other passengers were 
injured in the accident. ■ Leaders from China, Russia, and 14 
other countries attended the conference. ■ The study found, 
among other things [=in addition to things that are not spe¬ 
cifically mentioned], that men and women are equally at risk 
for the disease. • There’s one other [=one more] person I’d 
like you to meet. 

4 : different or separate from the person or thing that has al¬ 
ready been mentioned ■ Some people believe it while other 
people don’t. ■ “Parents should teach their children to re¬ 
spect other people’s property,” she said. ■ Gas prices are even 
higher in other parts of the country. ■ We are asking people 
to donate money or to help in other ways. ■ The main road is 
closed, so you’ll need to find some other [-another] way to 
get there. • I’m afraid we’ll have to finish this meeting some 
other time. ■ Any other day but tomorrow would be okay. ■ 
There weren’t any other children for us to play with. "It was 
horrible. There’s really no other way to describe it. ■ It’s a 
problem that’s affecting this town and every other one [=all 
the towns] in the state. 

5 — used to refer to the place that is furthest away from the 
speaker or to the direction that is opposite to an original di¬ 
rection ■ We live near the school, but his house is on the oth¬ 
er [=opposite ] side of town. ■ I was sitting at the other end of 
the room. ■ She turned around and started walking in the 
other direction. ■ We should have gone the other way. 

6 : opposite or completely different ■ Some days he doesn’t 
eat anything, while other days he goes to the other extreme 
and eats everything in the refrigerator. ■ We ate dinner and 
then watched the movie, but we should have done it the oth¬ 
er way around. [=we should have watched the movie first] 
every other — used to indicate how often a repeated activi¬ 
ty happens or is done • I run every other day. [=1 run one 


day, then the next day I do not run, then the day after that 
I run, etc.] • The contest is held every other year. [=every 
two years] 

in other words see ‘word 
look the other way see ‘look 
none other than see ‘none 
on the other hand see ‘hand 

other than 1 : not including (something or someone) • 
We’re open every day other than [=except, except for] Sun¬ 
day. ■ I saw a movie, but other than that, I didn’t do much 
last weekend. 2 a : different from (something) ■ Could 
we have something other than cereal [^something that is 
not cereal] for breakfast? ■ We never saw him drink any¬ 
thing other than beer. [=we only saw him drink beer] • Do 
you have this sweater in any color other than red? ■ She 
said nothing about the case other than that her client 
would not be found guilty, b : in a different way from a 
specified way ■ She’s never spoken other than kindly of 
him. [=she has only spoken about him in a kind way] 3 
: except — used to introduce a statement that indicates 
the only person or thing that is not included in or referred 
to by a previous statement ■ Take no orders other than 
from me. ■ No one may enter other than by special permis¬ 
sion. ■ You can’t get there other than by boat. 
the other day/night/evening (etc.) : on a day/night/ 
evening (etc.) in the recent past ■ I talked to him just the 
other day. [=a few days ago] ■ The other morning , I saw a 
deer on our lawn. 

2 Other pronoun 

1 a : a different or additional person or thing ■ This car is 
like no other ! [=this is a very special car] ■ The storms came 
one right after the other. [=they happened very close togeth¬ 
er] ■ I love you and no other. [=no one else] — see also EACH 
other, significant other b others : different or addi¬ 
tional people or things ■ These issues and others will be dis¬ 
cussed at the next meeting. ■ She and two others were injured 
in the accident. ■ Some medicines work better than others. • 
Some (people) believe it while others don’t. ■ Be kind to oth¬ 
ers. • One student stood out above all others. 

2 a the other : the person or thing that remains or that has 
not been shown or mentioned yet ■ She ate one half of the 
bagel and gave me the other. • I held on with one hand and 
waved with the other. ■ Each of them looked at the other. = 
They each looked at the other. [=they looked at each other] ■ 
You can have (either) one or the other —but not both, b the 
others : all the members of a group except the person or 
thing that has already been mentioned ■ He got a drink of 
water while the others continued playing. ■ This is the last 
copy. All the others have been sold. ■ This car got better gas 
mileage than the others we tested. 

3 the other : an opposite place or thing • We moved from 
one side of town to the other. • She sat at one end of the table 
while I sat at the other. • The weather can go from one ex¬ 
treme to the other. [=the weather can change very suddenly] 

4 — used in phrases like something or other or somehow or 
other when the specific details about something are not im¬ 
portant or have been forgotten ■ He said he had to go buy 
something or other at the grocery store. ■ Somehow or other. 
we managed to get all of the boxes into the car. ■ For some 
reason or other, they wouldn’t let her in the building. ■ Ev¬ 
eryone has felt that way at some time or other in their lives. 
in one ear and out the other see ‘ear 

Other half noun [singular] 

1 : a group of people who are not like you because they are 
either very rich or very poor — used in the phrase how the 
other half lives ■ They won a million dollars and, for a few 
years, got to see how the other half lives. [=how rich people 
live] 

2 chiefly Brit, old-fashioned + humorous : a person’s wife or 
husband : BErrER half • I don’t believe we have anything 
planned for that night, but let me check with my other half. 

Oth*er*ness /'Ab^nas/ noun [noncount] literary : the quality 
of being different or unusual • As an American growing up 
in Africa, I always felt a sense of otherness. ■ the otherness of 
their small religious community 
1 0 therwise /'Aba^waiz/ adv 

I : in a different way or manner ■ All of the books had been 
burned or otherwise destroyed. ■ The women talked in the 
living room while the men were otherwise occupied. ■ Art al¬ 
lows us to express things That we would not be able to ex¬ 
press otherwise. ■ All shows begin at 7:00 unless otherwise 
noted. [=unless there is a note indicating that a show begins 
at a different time] ■ employees who are sick or otherwise un- 
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available [=unavailable for some other reason] ■ France’s 
King Louis XIV, otherwise known as [=olso known as] the 
Sun King, died in 1715 at the age of 77. 

2 : if something did not happen, was not true, etc. ■ Thank 
you for reminding me; I might have missed the meeting oth¬ 
erwise. [=if you did not remind me] ■ Something must be 
wrong; otherwise , he would have called. ■ The new computer 
program allows us to do in seconds what would otherwise 
[=without the computer program] take us days to accom¬ 
plish. ■ The test helps identify problems that might otherwise 
go unnoticed/undetected. 

3 : in all ways except the one mentioned ■ One of the boys 
has a freckle on his cheek. Otherwise , the twins are nearly 
identical. ■ I didn’t like the ending, but otherwise it was a very 
good book. ■ It rained in the morning; otherwise , it was a 
beautiful day. = It rained in the morning, but it was a beauti¬ 
ful day otherwise. 

4 : if not : or else • Finish your dinner. Otherwise [=if you 
don’t finish your dinner], you won’t get any dessert. ■ I hope 
we haven’t missed the last train; otherwise [=if we have 
missed the train], we’ll have to get a taxi. 

5 — used to indicate that something different from the thing 
mentioned is suggested, shown, done, etc. ■ He claims to be 
innocent, but the evidence suggests otherwise. [=the evidence 
suggests that he is not innocent! ■ While some people think it 
is true, our research proves otherwise. [=our research proves 
it is false] ■ Although her political rivals would have us be¬ 
lieve otherwise , she would be an excellent President. ■ You 
know what happened, so don’t try to pretend otherwise. 
[-that you don’t know what happened] 

and/or otherwise — used to refer to something that is dif¬ 
ferent from something already mentioned ■ The company 
has been having problems, financial and otherwise [=the 
company has been having financial problems and other 
kinds of problems], for several years. ■ They couldn’t af¬ 
ford a house, small or otherwise. [=or any other kind of 
house] ■ Intentionally or otherwise , they never told her 
about the party. 

Otherwise adj : not the same : different ■ If conditions 
were otherwise , I wouldn’t be so worried. 

other woman noun 

the other woman : a woman who is having a sexual rela¬ 
tionship with a man who is married to someone else ■ She 
was the other woman who broke up their marriage. 

Oth»er*WOrld*ly /.Ada^wadli/ adi [more most —] : sug¬ 
gesting a world that is different from the world we know 
: seeming to belong to or come from another world ■ other¬ 
worldly creatures from the deep sea ■ the otherworldly [ethe¬ 
real] beauty of the landscape ■ otherworldly music 
— oth»er-world'li*ness noun [noncount] ■ the otherworldli¬ 
ness of the landscape 

OTT /.ou.th'ti:/ adj [more most ~] Brit, informal : beyond 
what is expected, usual, normal, or appropriate ■ an OTT 
performance ■ His reaction was a bit OTT. ❖ OTT is an ab¬ 
breviation of the phrase “over the top.” 

Ot«ter /'a:ta*/ noun, pi otter 
or ot’ters [count] : an ani¬ 
mal that has dark brown 
fur and webbed feet with 
claws and that eats fish 

Ot‘tO*man /'ataman/ 
noun, pi -mans [count] 

1 US : a low piece of furni¬ 
ture that has a soft top and 
that you can put your feet 
on when you are sitting : a soft footstool — called also (Brit) 
pouf 

2 : a long seat with no back that has a soft top and that typ¬ 
ically has space inside where things can be stored 

OUCh /'autf/ interj — used to express sudden pain ■ Ouch). 
That hurt! 

ought /'a:t/ verb [modal verb] <" Ought is almost always fol¬ 
lowed by to and the infinitive form of a verb. The phrase 
ought to has the same meaning as should and is used in the 
same ways, but it is less common and somewhat more for¬ 
mal. The negative forms ought not and oughtn’t are often 
used without a following to. 

1 — used to indicate what is expected ■ They ought to be 
here by now. ■ You ought to be able to read this book. ■ There 
ought to be a gas station on the way. ■ He ought to have 
known better. ■ If my math is correct, the result ought to be 
zero. ■ He ought to have enough money for the trip. ■ She 


ought to be ashamed of herself. ■ It ought not (to) make any 
difference. [=(more commonly) it shouldn’t make any differ¬ 
ence] 

2 — used to say or suggest what should be done ■ You ought 
to get some rest. ■ That leak ought to be fixed. ■ You ought to 
do your homework. ■ We ought to go now. ■ We ought to get 
together some time soon. ■ You ought to apologize. ■ Children 
ought not [= should not ] run near the pool. 

Oughtn’t /'a: tot/ — used as a contraction of ought not ■ It 
oughtn’t (to) make any difference. 

Oul*ja /'wi'.cfea/ trademark — used for a board that has the 
alphabet and other signs on it and that some people believe 
can be used to communicate with the spirits of dead people 
ounce /'aims/ noun, pi ounc-es 

1 [count] : a unit of weight equal to Vi« pound (about 28 
grams) 

2 [count]: fluid ounce 

3 [singular] informal : a very small amount of something ■ If 
you had an ounce of common sense, you wouldn’t try it. ■ He 
doesn’t have an ounce of decency. ■ She doesn’t have an 
ounce of fat on her body. [=she is very thin] ■ That story 
doesn’t have an ounce of truth in it. [=that story is complete¬ 
ly untrue] 

OUr /'aw3\ asr/ adj, always used before a noun, possessive form 
of we : relating to or belonging to us ■ our house/dog/coun¬ 
try ■ We bumped our heads. ■ We are defending our rights. ■ 
our family/parents/relatives ■ Rare wines are our specialty. 
[=we specialize in rare wines] : made or done by us ■ We 
were criticized for our actions/misbehavior. ■ We kept our 
promise. ■ He was angry because of our being late. [=he was 
angry because we were late] 

Our Father noun, pi ~ -thers 

1 the Our Father : lord’s prayer 

2 [count] : an act of saying the Lord’s Prayer ■ She knelt 
down and said an Our Father. 

OUrs /'awaz, a^z/ pronoun : that which belongs to or is con¬ 
nected with us ; our one : our ones ■ That house is ours. 
[=that is our house] ■ Those books are ours. [=those are our 
books] ■ Ours is the house on the left. [=our house is the one 
on the left] • Their house is brown and ours is gray. ■ He is a 
friend of ours. [=he is our friend] 

Qur«selves Aaw^'sclvz, aa^'selvz/ pronoun 

1 : those same ones that we are: a — used as the object of a 
verb or preposition to refer to a group that includes you af¬ 
ter that group has already been mentioned ■ We consider 
ourselves lucky. ■ We can see ourselves being parents some¬ 
day. ■ We kept the money for ourselves. ■ We made fools (out) 
of ourselves. [=we made ourselves look foolish] ■ We have the 
house to ourselves this weekend. [=we are the only ones stay¬ 
ing in the house this weekend] ■ We want to see it lor our¬ 
selves. [=we wanted to see it rather than have someone tell 
us about it, describe it to us, etc.] b — used for emphasis to 
refer again to a group that includes you after that group has 
already been mentioned ■ We ourselves do not agree. ■ We did 
it ourselves. ■ We told them ourselves that we would help. ■ 
We were young once ourselves. [=we are old now but were 
once young] 

2 : our normal or healthy selves ■ We are tired and just not 
ourselves. • We were sick, but we are back to ourselves today. 
by ourselves 1 : without any help from other people ■ We 

did it (all) by ourselves. 2 : with nobody else except us ■ 
We went to the movies by ourselves. ■ We both live by our¬ 
selves. [=alone] 

-OUS /as/ adj suffix : full of : having a large amount of ■ dan¬ 
gerous [sfull of danger] ■ poisonous [-having or containing 
poison] ■ mountainous [^having many mountains] : having 
the quality of ■ courageous [=having courage] ■ glamorous 
[-having glamour] 

oust /'aust/ verb ousts; oust>ed; ousting [+ obj] 

1 : to cause or force (someone or something) to leave a posi¬ 
tion of power, a competition, etc. ■ The rebels ousted the dic¬ 
tator from power. — often used as (be) ousted ■ He was oust¬ 
ed as chairman. ■ The team was ousted from the tournament 
in the first round of the play-offs. 

2 : to take the place of (someone or something) ■ Large na¬ 
tional banks are ousting local banks in many communities. 

OUSt-er /'austa*/ noun [singular] l/S : the act of removing 
someone or something from a position of power or authority 
■ The news reported the ouster of the dictator. ■ the dictator’s 
ouster by the rebels 
1 0Ut /'aut/ adv 

T“: in a direction away from the inside or center of some- 
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thing ■ He went out to the garden. • He looked out at the 
snow. ■ She poured the tea out. • The girl stuck her tongue 
out. • His shirttail was hanging out. • He pulled out the cork 
(from the bottle). ■ I heard a noise in the bushes and out 
jumped a cat! 

2 : in or to a place outside of something (such as a building, 
room, etc.) • He waited out in the hall. ■ I cleaned my car in¬ 
side and out. • A car pulled up and two men got out. • She is 
out [=outside] playing with her friends. • She took the dog out 
[= outdoors ] for a walk. ■ He grabbed his coat and out he 
went. ■ It is raining/sunny out today. 

3 a : away from home or work ■ They went out on a date. ■ 
We dine out once a week. ■ We went out for/to lunch. ■ Are 
you going to ask her ouff [=ask her to go on a date with you] 
b : away from a place ■ They flew out yesterday. • Did you 
ship out the packages yet? • The house is out in the countay. ■ 
I was just on my way out [=1 was just leaving] when the 
phone rang. C : away from the shore ■ The ship sailed out to 
sea. • The tide is going out. • They rowed out to the ship. ■ She 
swam about 100 yards out. 

4 — used to indicate that something is not in the usual or 
proper place ■ You left out a comma here. • She threw out her 
shoulder. ■ He knocked a tooth out. 

5 : from among a group of things • She picked out a shirt to 
wear. 

6 : in or into the control or possession of another person • 
She is always willing to lend out money to friends. • The li¬ 
brary book I want is still out. [^someone else has borrowed 
the library book] ■ Please don’t let my secret out. [=don’t tell 
anyone my secret] • They passed out free samples. 

7 a : to a state in which something has been used or re¬ 
moved completely ■ Their food supply ran out. • I couldn’t 
get the stain out. [=1 could not remove the stain] b : to a 
state in which something is completed • Please fill out this 
form. ■ She worked out the math problem by herself. 

8 : in the position of someone who is not involved or partic¬ 
ipating in something ■ Count me out. [=do not include me in 
your plans] ■ “Do you want to dance?” “Sorry, but I think I’d 
better sit this one out .” ■ “Do you want to go shopping?” 
“No, I’m out .” [=1 don’t want to go] 

9 : in the position of someone who is no longer in a political 
office or job ■ They voted him out by an overwhelming mar¬ 
gin. ■ Some people want the President out. 

10 : to the full or a great extent ■ He was all decked out in a 
new suit. • She stretched out on the couch. • The horse was 
tired out. 

11 : in a way that can be clearly heard or understood ■ He 
spoke out against the proposed tax. ■ She read out [ =oloud] 
the names on the list. ■ He cried out in pain. 

12 baseball : no longer batting or on a base because of a play 
made by the other team ■ He threw/tagged the runner out. • 
She flied/grounded out. • It’s the bottom of the ninth inning 
with two men out. • The runner/batter was (called) out. 

13 : no longer operating, burning, etc. ■ The electricity/fire 
is out. • He landed the plane with one engine out. • The wind 
blew the candle out. 

14 : at an end ■ We should be finished before the day is out. 
[=done] 

15 : no longer in fashion • That style of dress is definitely 
out. 

16 : tiding to achieve or do something ■ He was out to [=,de¬ 
termined to] get revenge. = He was out for revenge. ■ She was 
out for a good time. [=she wanted to have a good time] — see 
also out for blood at blood 

17 : available to the public • The band’s new CD is not out 
yet. 

18 : not possible : not to be considered ■ That choice was out 
as far as we were concerned. 

19 : able to be seen • The sun is out. • There is a full moon 
out tonight. ■ The roses are not out [= blooming ] yet. 

20 : in or into a state of being asleep or unconscious ■ He 
was out as soon as his head hit the pillow. ■ She was out cold. 
— see also out for the count at 2 count 

21 : not correct ■ She was out \=off\ in her calculations by 
$25. 

22 : having less than an earlier amount ■ He went gambling 
and was $100 out at the end of the night = He was out $100 
at the end of the night. 

23 : no longer in jail or prison • He will be out (of prison) in 
two months. 

24 : known publicly as a homosexual • He’s been out for a 
long time now. 

25 sports : not in the area in which a game is played : out- 


of-bounds • Her last serve was out. 

26 — used to indicate that a radio message is complete and 
no reply is expected • Message received, Mission Control. 
Over and out. 

odd man/one out see odd 

out and about : going to different places * She is always out 
and about, doing one thing or another. 
out back see 'back 
out front see 1 front 
out loud see loud 

out of 1 — used to show the direction or movement of a 
person or thing from the inside to the outside of something 

■ She walked out of the room. • Take your hands out of your 
pockets. ■ We’ve decided to move out of the country/state/ 
city. ■ Don’t get out of your chair/seat. • It’s time to get out 
of bed. ■ They’re flying out of Washington [=they’re leaving 
Washington] this afternoon. 2 — used to say that a per¬ 
son or thing is not or no longer at a particular place ■ She’s 
out o/[=away from] the office at the moment. ■ He just got 
out of the hospital. ■ He just got out of prison/jail yesterday. 

■ She’s fresh out of college. [=she has recently graduated 
from college] • She’s been out of town for two days. • Let’s 
get out of here. [=let’s leave] • Move! Get out of the way! ■ 
His case was settled out of court [=settled without a trial or 
a decision by a judge] * an out-of-court settlement — see 
also out of here at 'here 3 — used to say that a person or 
thing is not or no longer in a particular state or situation • 
They woke him up out of a deep sleep. ■ Try to stay out of 
trouble at school, okay? • Our favorite store’s going out of 
business. ■ We’re not out of danger yet. [=we’re still not 
safe] ■ He came out of retirement to play one more season. • 
He got kicked out of the game for playing too rough. • Dis¬ 
co dancing went out of fashion in the early 1980s. ■ out of 
style ■ All of the pictures are out o/focus. • I think your gui¬ 
tar is out of tune. ■ She’s out o/her league. [=she can’t com¬ 
pete well in this situation] ■ Has anything out of the ordi¬ 
nary [=anything unusual] happened? ■ a book that is out of 
print - an out-of-print book [=a book that is no longer be¬ 
ing printed] 4 — used to say that a person or thing is be¬ 
yond the range or limits of something • Try to stay out of 
the sun. ■ We went inside to get out of the rain. • Keep all 
medicines out of (the) reach of children. [=keep medicines 
in a place where children cannot reach them] ■ The train 
was soon out of sight. [=it was too far away for people to 
see it] ■ You know the old saying, “ out of sight, out of 
mind.” If you don’t see it, you won’t think about it. ■ It’s 
out of our hands now. We can’t control what happens any¬ 
more. • The situation has gotten completely out of band. = 
Things are out of control. 5 — used to say that a person 
or thing is not in the usual or expected condition ■ If you’re 
out of shape [=if you’re not in shape], start exercising slow¬ 
ly. ■ I hadn’t skated in five years, and I was really out of 
practice. ■ That big table seems out of place in their tiny 
kitchen. 6 a — used to say what something is made from 

■ She wore a necklace made out of gold and diamonds. ■ a 
boat built out of small trees and rope ■ Let’s try to make the 
best out of a bad situation, b — used to say where a per¬ 
son or thing comes from ■ I got the idea out of\-from ] the 
book. ■ He had to pay for it out o/his own pocket. ■ That 
meeting was a complete waste of time. I got nothing out of 
it. 7 — used to say where an activity takes place • He runs 
his business out of {=from\ his home. 8 — used to say 
what causes something ■ Most people watched the show 
out of curiosity, [^because they were curious] ■ Out of con¬ 
cern for her children, she decided to move to a safer neigh¬ 
borhood. • They became soldiers out of a sense of duty and 
honor. 9 — used to say that a person or thing no longer 
has something ■ “Are we out of milk?” “Yes, I finished it 
this morning.” ■ The store’s out of bread. ■ The car’s almost 
out of gas. * I’m out o/breath. ■ I ran out of time and didn’t 
get to finish the test. ■ She’s been out of[=without] a job for 
two months now. 10 — used to compare a small number 
to a larger number in order to say how many people or 
things are selected, do something, etc. ■ Only one out of 
four of our tomato plants survived. • Nine out of 10 dentists 
prefer this toothpaste. ■ The disease occurs in one out of a 
thousand people. ■ Out of a group of 20 students, only 10 
passed the test. ■ She scored 49 out of a possible 50 points. 

out of it informal 1 : in a state in which you are not think¬ 
ing clearly ■ I had just woken up and was still pretty much 
out of it. 2 : not part of an activity, group, or fashion • I 
felt completely out of it at the club. 
out of nowhere see nowhere 
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out on your ear see 'ear 
out there see 'there 
out to lunch see 'lunch 

out with it informal — used to tell someone to say some¬ 
thing that they do not want to say or that they are having 
difficulty saying ■ OK, out with it. Tell us what she said. 
2 OUt prep, chiefly US 

1 — used to indicate that a person or animal is looking at 
something that is outside of a building, room, etc. ■ She 
looked out [ =out of] the window. 

2 — used to indicate that a person or animal is moving from 
the inside of a building, room, etc., to the outside ■ He ran 
out [=out of] the door. 

3 Out verb outs; out-ed; out-ing 

1 [+ obj] a : to tell people that (someone) is a homosexual • 
a gay actor who was outed in a magazine article b : to tell 
people that (someone) is or does a particular thing ■ He is 
threatening to out other players who have used steroids. 

2 [no obj] : to become publicly known ■ The truth will out. ■ 
Murder will out. 

4 OUt noun, pi outs 

1 [count] baseball : the act of causing a player to be out or 
the situation that exists when a player has been put out ■ The 
play resulted in an out. ■ With two outs in the bottom of the 
ninth inning, he hit a home run to win the game. 

2 [singular] : a way of avoiding an embarrassing or difficult 
situation ■ I think she was just using her mother’s illness as 
an out. [=excuse] • He changed the wording of the contract to 
give/leave himself an out. 

on the outs US, informal: in an unfriendly or bad relation¬ 
ship : no longer friendly or together ■ There’s a rumor that 
she and her husband are on the outs. — often + with ■ She is 
on the outs with her husband. 

- see also ins and outs 

OUt- /,aut /prefix l in a manner that is greater, better, or more 
than something else ■ outnumber • on/grow ■ outrun • outma- 
neuver • ow/play 

OUt-age /'auticfe/ noun, pi -ag-es [count] US : a period of 
time when there is no electricity in a building or area ■ The 
power outage left us in the dark for five hours. [=we did not 
have electrical power for five hours] — called also (Brit) 
power cut 

OUt—and—OUt /,autn'aut/ adj, always used before a noun — 
used to emphasize a description ■ He’s an out-and-out liar. ■ 
He told an out-and-out lie. 

OUt*back /'aut'b^k/ noun 

the outback : the part of Australia that is far from cities and 
where few people live 

OUt*bid /'aut'bid/ verb -bids; -bid; -bid-ding [+ obj] : to of¬ 
fer to pay a higher price than (someone) for something espe¬ 
cially at an auction : to make a higher bid than (someone) • 
He outbid me for the painting I wanted. ■ She tried to buy the 
antique vase but was outbid. 

OUt*board /'aut.boa-d/ adj, technical : located on or toward 
the outside of a vehicle (such as an airplane or ship) ■ an out¬ 
board engine — compare inboard 

- outboard adv 

outboard motor noun.pl ~ -tors [count] : a small engine 
that is attached to the back of a small boat — see picture at 
BOAT 

out-bound /'aut,baund/ adj \ traveling away from a place 
; outward bound ■ The airline has canceled all outbound 
flights. ■ The bridge is closed to outbound traffic. [=the 
bridge is closed to traffic going away from a city or town] 

- opposite INBOUND 

OUt—box /'aut,ba:ks/ noun, pi -box-es [count] 

1 US : a box or other container on a desk in which letters, 
notes, etc., that are being sent from the desk are placed — 
called also (Brit) out tray; see picture at OFFICE; compare in¬ 
box 

2 computers : a computer folder that holds e-mail messages 
you have not yet sent 

OUt*break /'aut,breik/ noun, pi -breaks [count] : a sudden 
start or increase of fighting or disease ■ a cholera outbreak — 
often + of ■ an outbreak of violence/war • They are preparing 
for an outbreak of the virus. 

OUt*build*ing /'aut,bildir)/ noun, pi -ings [count] : a small 
building that is separated from a main building 
OUt*burst /'aut,b^st/ noun, pi -bursts [count] 

1 ; a sudden expression of strong feeling ■ an outburst of an¬ 
ger/kindness ■ He later apologized for his outburst (of anger). 
• an angry outburst 


2 : a sudden increase in activity • an outburst of violence/cre¬ 
ativity/rumors 

OUt-cast /*aut,k£est, Brit , aut,ka:st/ noun, pi -casts [count] 
: someone who is not accepted by other people ■ She felt like 
a social outcast. 

out-class /.aut'klass, Brit ,aut'kla:s/ verb -class-es; 
-classed; -classing [+ obj] ; to be or do much better than 
(someone or something) • The new model outclasses all past 
models. ■ She outclassed everyone else in the dance competi¬ 
tion. — often used as (be) outclassed • She was outclassed in 
the tennis tournament. [=other people played better than she 
did] 

outcome /'aut.kAm/ noun, pi -comes [count]: something 
that happens as a result of an activity or process : result ■ 
the outcome of the election/game ■ We are still awaiting the 
final outcome of-the trial. ■ There are two possible outcomes. 

OUt*cry /'aut,krai/ noun, pi -cries : an expression of strong 
anger or disapproval by many people : a reaction showing 
that people are angry or unhappy about something [count] 
There was a public outcry over his comments. [=many people 
objected publicly to his comments] ■ They were surprised by 
the outcry against the casino proposal, [noncount] There was 
a lot of public outcry over his racial comments. 

OUt-dat*ed Aaut'deitad/ adj [more most —] : no longer 
useful or acceptable : not modem or current ■ outdated 
[=out-of-date] computers/technology ■ outdated laws/infor¬ 
mation ■ outdated fashions 

OUt*dis*tance Aaut'distans/ verb -tanc-es; -tanced; 
-tanc-ing [+ obj]: to go far ahead of or beyond (someone or 
something) ■ She easily outdistanced the other runners. • This 
television outdistances all others in the number of sales. 

OUt*dO /,aut*du:/ verb -does /-'dAz/; -did /-'did/; -done 
/-'dAn/; -do-ing /-'du:wig/ [+ obj] : to do better than (some¬ 
one or something) : to be more successful than (someone or 
something) • Smaller companies often outdo larger ones in 
customer service. ■ My sister always tried to outdo me in 
school. ■ She’s a great cook, but she really outdid herself this 
time. The meal was wonderful. [=it was the best meal she 
ever made] ■ She scored 20 points in the first game. Not to be 
outdone, I scored 30 points myself in the second game. 

OUt*dOOr /'aut,doa7 adj, always used before a noun : done, 
used, or located outside a building ■ outdoor sports/activities 
■ outdoor clothing ■ an outdoor concert/theater/track — 
compare INDOOR 

1 out-doors /.aut'do»z/ adv : outside a building : not inside a 
building ■ The game is meant to be played outdoors. ■ He 
worked outdoors all afternoon. • I went outdoors for some 
fresh air. — compare indoors 
2 OUtdOOrS noun 

the outdoors : the natural world : the places outside where 
you can enjoy nature ■ We went for a walk to enjoy the out¬ 
doors. ■ They love the outdoors. * Every summer they go 
camping to enjoy the great outdoors. 

OUt-dOOrs-man ^aut'do^zman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ 
[count] : a man who likes outdoor activities 

OUt-dOOrs-WOm-an ^aut'doa^wuman/ noun, pi -wo¬ 
men /-,wiman/ [count] : a woman who likes outdoor activi¬ 
ties 

OUt-dOOrsy / 1 aut , doa i zi/ adj [more —, most ~] informal : en¬ 
joying outdoor activities ■ an outdoorsy couple 

OUt-er /'auW adj, always used before a noun 
f : located on or toward the outside of something: not on or 
at the inside or center of something • the city’s outer limits ■ 
the planet’s outer ring ■ the outer edges of the roof ■ The 
package’s outer covering was damaged. ■ I removed the outer 
skin of the onion. — opposite inner 

2 : of or relating to a person’s body or physical appearance 
rather than to a person’s mind or spirit ■ Her inner turmoil 
was masked by an outer calm. 

Outer ear noun, pi ~ ears [count] biology : the part of the 
ear that can be seen on the outside of your head — compare 
INNER EAR 

OUt-er-ITlOSt /'auta^moust/ adj, always used before a noun 
: farthest from the center of something ■ The arrow hit the 
outermost ring on the target. ■ the outeimost planet in our so¬ 
lar system — opposite innermost 

Outer Space noun [noncount] : the region beyond the 
Earth’s atmosphere in which there are stars and planets ■ a 
satellite in outer space • Is there life in outer space! 

OUt-er-Wear /'auta^wea 1 / noun [noncount] : clothes (such as 
sweaters, coats, or jackets) that you wear over other clothing 
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especially for warmth when you are outside 
OUt-field /'aut,fi:ld/ noun, pi -fields [count] 

1 a : the part of a baseball field that includes the area be¬ 
yond the infield and between the foul lines ■ He threw the 
ball to home plate from the outfield, b : the part of a crick¬ 
et field that is away from the wickets 

2 : the players who are positioned in the outfield ■ The team 
has one of the best outfields in the league. — compare in¬ 
field 

— out-field-er /'autifidda*/ noun, pi -ers [count] US ■ a 
young outfielder [=a baseball player who plays in the out¬ 
field] 

1 0Ut-fit /'aut,fit/ noun, pi -fits [count] 

1 : a set of clothes that are worn together ■ She bought a new 
outfit for the party. ■ a cowboy/ski outfit 

2 : a group of people working together in the same activity ■ 
He works for a publishing outfit. [= organization] ■ My outfit 
l=military unit] was stationed in Iraq during the war. 

2 outfit verb -fits; -fit-ted; -fit-ting [+ obi] : to provide (some¬ 
one or something) with equipment or clothes especially for a 
special purpose ■ The company outfitted us with food and 
supplies. — often used as (be) outfitted ■ The car was outfitted 
[= equipped] with a new stereo system. 

OUt-f it-ter /'autfita*/ noun, pi -ters [count] 

A US : a. business that provides equipment, supplies, and of¬ 
ten trained guides for activities such as hunting, hiking, etc. ■ 
Hunters say it’s the best outfitter in the state.; also : a guide 
who works for such a business ■ Our outfitter showed us 
where the deer feed. 

2 Brit, old-fashioned : a person or business that sells men’s 
clothing 

OUt-flank /.aut'flseijk/ verb -flanks; -flanked; -flank-ing 

[+ obj] 

1 : to move around the side of (something, such as an oppos¬ 
ing force) to attack from behind ■ The army outflanked the 
enemy. 

2 : to gain an advantage over (someone or something) ■ try¬ 
ing to outflank the competition 

OUt-flow /'aut,flou/ noun, pi -flows : an outward flow or 
movement of something [count] The campaign has seen a 
massive outflow [=the campaign has spent a lot] of funds/ 
money/cash in recent months. ■ We joined the outflow of fans 
from the stadium after the game, [noncount] The vents pro¬ 
vide improved outflow of air/water. — opposite inflow 
out-fox /.aut'fcuks/ verb -fox-es; -foxed; -fox-ing [+ obj] 
: to defeat or trick (someone) by being more intelligent or 
clever ■ He outfoxed [= outsmarted', outwitted] the police and 
escaped. 

OUt-go-ing /'aut,gowiij/ adj 

1 [more —; most ~] — used to describe someone who is 
friendly and likes being with and talking to other people ■ 
His outgoing personality made him very popular in school. ■ 
an outgoing [=extroverted] person 

2 : going away : leaving a place ■ outgoing [= departing] ships 
■ Outgoing mail goes in this box. ■ outgoing messages/calls/ 
letters/e-mails — opposite incoming 

3 : leaving a particular position ■ the outgoing president 

— opposite INCOMING 

OUt-go-ingS /'aut,gowii]z/ noun [plural] Brit ; the money 
that is spent on something ■ monthly outgoings [=costs, ex¬ 
penses] 

OUt-grow /.aut'grou/ verb -grows; -grew /-'gru:/: -grown 
/-',groun/; -grow-ing [- vobj ] 

1 : to grow too large for (someone or something) ■ Kids out¬ 
grow their clothes so quickly. ■ The plant has outgrown my 
garden. ■ Our business is outgrowing its small office building. 

2 : to stop doing (something) because you are older and 
more mature ■ Her bad behavior is just a phase. I’m sure 
she’ll outgrow it. [=grow out of it] 

3 : to stop being interested in or involved with (something or 
someone) because you have changed as you have grown old¬ 
er ■ She’s outgrown most of her toys. ■ I realized that I had 
outgrown my old high school friends. 

4 : to grow faster than (something) ■ populations outgrowing 
their food supplies 

OUt-growth /'aut,grou0/ noun, pi -growths [count] 

1 : something that develops or results from something else 

— often + of* Traffic jams are often an outgrowth [= conse¬ 
quence , product] of poor urban planning. ■ a natural out¬ 
growth of our research 

2 technical : something that grows out of something else ■ an 
outgrowth of bone 


out-gun /.aut'gMi/ verb -guns; -gunned; -gun-ning [+ 

obj ] : to have more military weapons and power than (some¬ 
one or something) — often used as (be) outgunned ■ We were 
outgunned (by the enemy). — often used figuratively ■ The 
defending champions were outgunned last night 36-10. 
out-house /'aut,haus/ noun, pi -hous-es [count] 

1 US : a small outdoor building that is used as a toilet 

2 Brit : a small building (such as a shed) that is separated 
from a main building 

OUt-ing /'autio/ noun, pi -ings [count] 

1 : a brief trip that people take for fun usually as a group ■ 
We went on a backpacking outing. ■ a family/school outing 

— often + to ■ She took the children on an outing to the zoo. 

2 : a time when an athlete (such as a baseball pitcher) com¬ 
petes in a game or contest ■ The pitcher has struggled in his 
last three outings. [=the last three times he has pitched in a 
game] ■ He had a good/bad outing. [=he played well/poorly] 

3 a : an act of telling the public that a person is homosexual 
when that person does not want the public to know ■ the out¬ 
ing of a famous actor by gay activists b : an act of telling 
people that a person has a certain job, identity, etc., that was 
supposed to be kept secret • the outing of a secret agent 

OUt-land-ish /laut'lgendi// adj [more —; most ~] : very 
strange or unusual : extremely different from what is nor¬ 
mal or expected ■ She fills her books with outlandish charac¬ 
ters. • The actress wore an outlandish dress to the awards cer¬ 
emony. ■ an outlandish story 

— out-land-ish-ly adv ■ He was outlandishly dressed. 
OUt-last /,aut'l 2 est, Brit ,aut'la:st/ verb -lasts; -last-ed; 

-last-ing [+ obj] : to last longer than (someone or some¬ 
thing) : to continue to exist, be active, etc., longer than 
(someone or something) ■ We watched him outlast his oppo¬ 
nent in one of the greatest boxing matches of all time. ■ The 
policies he has established will outlast his presidency. 

1 0Ut-law /'autjla:/ noun, pi -laws [count] : a person who has 
broken the law and who is hiding or running away to avoid 
punishment ■ Billy the Kid was one of the most famous out¬ 
laws of America’s early history. ■ a gang of outlaws 
2 OUtlaw verb -laws; -lawed; -law-ing [+ obj] : to make 
(something) illegal ■ That type of gun was outlawed last year. 
■ The government passed a bill outlawing the hiring of chil¬ 
dren under the age of 12. 

OUt-lay /'autilei/ noun, pi -lays formal : an amount of mon¬ 
ey that is spent [count] The initial outlay for the program 
will be 2.4 million dollars. ■ an outlay of $2,000 ■ large cash 
outlays [noncount] Maintaining a horse requires consider¬ 
able outlay. 

out-let /'aut,let/ noun, pi -lets [count] 

1 : something that people use to express their emotions or 
talents ■ emotional/artistic outlets — often + for ■ She used 
poetry as an outlet for her sadness. ■ They needed a healthy 
outlet for their anger. ■ an outlet for his talents 

2 : a store that sells products made usually by one company 
and often at reduced prices ■ designer clothing outlets ■ a dis¬ 
count furniture outlet ■ retail outlets ■ outlet stores 

3 : a television, radio, or publishing company ■ media/news 
outlets ■ a cable TV outlet 

4 US : a device in a wall into which an electric cord can be 
plugged in order to provide electricity for a lamp, television, 
etc. ■ electrical outlets ■ a wall outlet — called also socket , 
(Brit) point, (Brit) power point 

5 : a place or opening through which something can go out ■ 
an outlet for the air to escape ■ the river’s outlet to the sea 

1 0Ut-line /'aut,lain/ noun, pi -lines 

1 a [count] : a drawing or picture that shows only the shape 
of an object — often + of* An outline o/his face showed his 
high forehead, long nose, and small chin. ■ Outlines of ani¬ 
mals were carved into the cave’s walls, b [noncount] : a 
style of drawing in which only the outer edges of an object 
are shown ■ The pictures were drawn in outline and then 
filled in with color. 

2 [count] : a line that is drawn around the edges of some¬ 
thing ■ The leaves etched into the vase have a gold outline. 

3 : a written list or description of only the most important 
parts of an essay, speech, plan, etc. [count] Organize your 
essay by writing an outline in which you state your main idea 
followed by your supporting points. ■ a plot outline ■ a brief 
outline of American history [noncount] Her speech was 
written in outline on note cards. 

2 OUtline verb -lines; -lined; -lin-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to draw a line around the edges of (something) — usually 
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used as (be) outlined ■ The leaves on the vase are outlined in 
gold. ■ the outlined areas on the map — sometimes used figu¬ 
ratively • The mountain was outlined against the setting sun. 
2 : to list or describe only the most important parts of (an es¬ 
say, speech, plan, etc.) : to give an outline of (something) • 
The President outlined his agenda for the next term. * The 
book outlines the major events of the country’s history. ■ All 
players must follow the rules outlined above, 
out-live /.aut'hv/ verb -lives; -lived; -llv-lng [+ obj ] 

1 : to live longer than (someone) ■ No mother wants to out¬ 
live her children. ■ He outlived his wife by 10 years. 

2 : to continue to exist longer than (something) : to outlast 
(something) ■ The law has outlived its usefulness. [=the law 
still exists, but it is no longer useful] 

OUt-look / , aut,luk/ noun, pi -looks 

1 : the way that a person thinks about things [count] The 
students all seemed to have the same outlook. ■ the outlook of 
the 1990s [=the general attitude of people living in the 1990s] 
■ her political outlook — often + on ■ The book totally 
changed my outlook on politics. ■ They had very different 
outlooks on the world. • a positive/optimistic outlook on life 
[noncount] Despite our differences in outlook, we got along 
together very well. 

2 [count] : a set of conditions that will probably exist in the 
future : the future of someone or something — usually sin¬ 
gular ■ the country’s economic outlook — often +for ■ The 
outlook for the company is hopeful. ■ The outlook for tomor¬ 
row is scattered showers and temperatures in the 70s. 

3 [count] : a place where you can look out over a wide area ■ 
scenic outlooks along the highway; also : a view from such a 
place ■ a beautiful outlook 

OUt-ly-ing /'aut,lajnj/ adj, always used before a noun : far 
away from the center of a place ■ the outlying areas of the 
city ■ the country’s outlying islands 
out-ma-neu-ver (US) or Brit out-ma-noeu-vre 
Aautma'nuiva*/ verb -vers; -vered; -ver-ing [+ obj] : to use 
cleverness or skill to gain an advantage over (someone) ■ She 
outmaneuvered her political opponents. ■ He outmaneuvered 
the cars in front of him and won the race. 

OUt-mod-ed /^aut'moudad/ adj [more most ~] : no long¬ 
er useful or acceptable : not modem or current ■ The army 
was using outmoded [=old-fashioned, antiquated] weapons 
from the 1950s. ■ outmoded technology ■ outmoded beliefs 
out-num-ber ^aut'nAmbo/ verb -bers; -bered; -ber-lng 
[+ obj] : to be more than (someone or something) in number 
• With 20 girls and 10 boys in the class, girls outnumber boys 
by 2 to 1. ■ Their wins outnumber their losses. [=they have 
more wins than losses] ■ The few men in the audience were 
greatly outnumbered by the women. [=there were many 
more women than men in the audience] 
out—of—body experience noun, pi -ences [count] 
: an experience in which you have a feeling of being separat¬ 
ed from your body and in which you can look at yourself 
and other people from the outside 
OUt—of—bounds /,aut3v'baundz/ adj : outside the area in 
which a game is played ■ The catch was out-of-bounds. — see 
also out of bounds at bound 

OUt—Of— date /,aut3v*deit/ adj [more most ~]: no longer 

useful or acceptable : not modem or current ■ out-of-date 
[=outdated] ideas ■ an out-of-date history book 
OUt Of doors adv : outside rather than inside a building ■ 
The play was performed out of doors. [=outdoors, outside] 
OUt—Of— pock-et /,aut3v'pa;k3t/ adj : paid for with your 
own money rather than with money from another source 
(such as the company you work for or an insurance compa¬ 
ny) ■ out-of pocket medical expenses ■ You can be reimbursed 
for out-of pocket expenses when you are on a business trip. 

— out of pocket adv • She paid out of pocket for the pre¬ 
scription. — see also out of pocket at 2 pocket 
OUt—of—the—way /.autada'wei/ adj [more most ~] : lo¬ 

cated far from other places that are well-known ■ We had 
dinner at this little out-of-the-way place. ■ out-of-the-way res¬ 
taurants 

OUt—Of—town adj, always used before a noun 

1 : coming from or going to another town or city • out-of- 
town mail ■ out-of-town visitors 

2 : happening in another town or city ■ The band has an out- 
of-town show tomorrow night. 

3 Brit : located away from the center of a town ■ out-of-town 
shopping centers 

OUt—Of—town-er Aautav'tauno/ noun, pi -ers [count] 
: someone who is from another town or city ■ The conven¬ 


tion attracts a lot of out-of-towners to the city. 

OUt—Of—work adj : not having a job ■ out-of-work [= unem¬ 
ployed] actors and actresses 

OUt-pace /.aut'peis/ verb -pac-es; -paced; -pac-lng [+ 

obj] : to go or grow faster than (something) ■ Population 
growth has continued to outpace [^surpass] job growth for 
the last several decades. ■ The demand for the product has 
outpaced [-exceeded] the company’s ability to produce it. 
OUt-pa-tient /'autipeijant/ noun, pi -tients [count] : a per¬ 
son who goes to a doctor’s office or hospital for treatment 
but who does not spend the night there — often used before 
another noun ■ outpatient surgery [^surgery that does not re¬ 
quire patients to stay in the hospital] ■ outpatient care/treat¬ 
ment — compare inpatient 

out-per-form /,autpyfo3Tn/ verb -forms; -formed; 
-form-ing [+ obj] : to do or perform better than (someone 
or something) • The car consistently outperforms all other ve¬ 
hicles in its class. ■ outperforming the competition 
OUt-place-ment Aaut'pleismant/ noun [noncount] : the ac¬ 
tivity or process of helping workers find new jobs when they 
are no longer wanted or needed — usually used before an¬ 
other noun ■ outplacement services ■ an outplacement pro¬ 
gram/firm 

OUt-play /.aut'plei/ verb -plays; -played; -play-ing [+ obj] 
: to play better than (a person or team) ■ They outplayed the 
visiting team in the last half of the game. 

OUt-point /.aut'pomt/ verb -points; -point-ed; -point-ing 

[+ obj] : to win more points than (an opponent) in a boxing 
match 

OUt-pOSt /'aut,poust/ noun, pi -posts [count] 

1 : a large military camp that is in another country or that is 
far from a country’s center of activity ■ an American outpost 
in Africa • The city was established as a military outpost in 
the 1800s. 

2 : a small town in a place that is far away from other towns 
or cities ■ a remote outpost of the old British Empire 

OUt-pour-ing /'au^ponr)/ noun, pi -ings [count] 

1 : an act of expressing an emotion or feeling in a very pow¬ 
erful way — often + of ■ There was an outpouring of support 
for the president. [=many people expressed strong support 
for the president] ■ an outpouring of love and affection ■ out¬ 
pourings of emotion 

2 : a large amount of something that is given or received in a 
short period of time — often + of' They received an outpour¬ 
ing of money for their charity. 

1 0Ut-pUt /'aut.put/ noun, pi -puts 

1 : the amount of something that is produced by a person or 
thing [noncount] The country’s yearly agricultural output 
[= production ] has increased in recent years. ■ the daily output 
of each worker [=the amount that each worker produces in a 
day] ■ the author’s literary output [count] stars with large en¬ 
ergy outputs 

2 technical a : something (such as power, energy, or infor¬ 
mation) that is produced by a machine or system [noncount] 
The computer’s output is shown on this screen, [count] out¬ 
puts of up to 400 watts b [count] : the place at which infor¬ 
mation, power, etc., comes out of a machine or system ■ the 
television’s video and audio outputs — compare input 

2 OUtput verb -puts; -put-ted or -put; -put-ting [+ obj] : to 
produce and send out (something, such as information) ■ 
Computers output data very quickly. — compare input 
1 0Ut-rage /*aut,rei45/ noun, pi -rag-es 

1 [noncount] : extreme anger : a strong feeling of unhappi¬ 
ness because of something bad, hurtful, or morally wrong ■ 
Many people expresed outrage at the court’s decision. • Pub¬ 
lic outrage over the scandal was great. ■ moral outrage 

2 [count] : something that hurts people or is morally wrong ■ 
The rule is an outrage against women. ■ This is an outrage ! I 
won’t allow this kind of behavior to continue. 

2 OUtrage verb -rages; -raged; -rag-ing [+ obj] ; to make 
(someone) very angry ■ His comments outraged nearly every¬ 
one in the room. — often used as (be) outraged ■ Many peo¬ 
ple were outraged at the court’s decision. ■ Parents were out¬ 
raged by the teacher’s actions. 

OUt-ra-geOUS /aut'reiifeas/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : very bad or wrong in a way that causes anger : too bad to 
be accepted or allowed • They will be punished for their out¬ 
rageous behavior/conduct. ■ This is outrageous ! I will not put 
up with such treatment. ■ outrageous prices 

2 : very strange or unusual : surprising or shocking ■ She’s 
known for her wild hairdos and outrageous costumes. ■ At 
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first it seemed like an outrageous idea, but then we realized 
that it wasn’t so crazy after all. • The article makes some out¬ 
rageous claims about her personal life. 

— out*ra*geous*ly adv ■ a pair of outrageously expensive 
earrings — out-ra-geous-ness noun [noncount] 
outrank /,aut'r 2 er)k/ verb -ranks; -ranked; -rank.ing [+ 

obj] 

1 : to have a higher rank or position than (someone) ■ A gen¬ 
eral outranks a colonel. 

2 : to be more important than (someone or something) ■ The 
only topic to outrank the economy this week was the war. 

ou-tre /u'trei, Brit 'u.trei/ adj [more most —]formal : very 
strange, unusual, or shocking : bizarre ■ His art is a bit too 
outr6 for most people to enjoy. 

OUt-reach /,aut'ri:tf/ noun [noncount] : the activity or pro¬ 
cess of bringing information or services to people ■ He is re¬ 
sponsible for the campaign's outreach to college students. ■ 
She was hired to do community outreach [=to do helpful 
things in the community] for the company. — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ They set up an outreach center for chil¬ 
dren in the inner city. ■ community outreach programs/ 
workers 

OUt-rid-er /'aut.raida 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a person (such 
as a police officer) who rides a horse or motorcycle next to 
or in front of a vehicle that is carrying an important person 
as a form of protection 

OUt-rig-ger /'auhnga-/ noun, pi -gers [count] 

1 : a structure that is attached to the side of a boat or canoe 
to keep it from turning over in the water 

2 : a boat or canoe that has an outrigger 
1 0Ut-right /,aut'rait/ adv 

1 : in a full and complete way ■ They rejected the idea out¬ 
right. [^altogether, completely] ■ She won the competition out¬ 
right. ■ The painting is now owned outright by the museum. 

2 : quickly and completely : not gradually ■ Those who were 
not killed outright [immediately] later died of hunger. ■ 
Their house was destroyed outright by the fire. 

3 : in one payment of money ■ I bought the car outright. 

4 : in a direct and open way that does not hide anything • 
Some people laughed outright when he told us his idea. 

2 OUt-right /'aot,rait/ adj. always used before a noun 

1 : complete and total — used to make a statement more 
forceful ■ Your room is an outright mess! ■ That’s an outright 
lie! 

2 : not limited in any way : done, made, or given in a com¬ 
plete way ■ They passed an outright ban on guns. [=all guns 
were completely banned] ■ an outright gift • I was surprised 
by their outright rejection of the idea. 

out-run /,aot'rAn/ verb -runs; -ran /-'rsen/; -run; -run¬ 
ning [+ obj ] 

1 : to run or move faster than (someone or something) • The 
rabbit had no chance of outrunning the dogs. ■ His motorcy¬ 
cle could outrun any car on the road. 

2 : to be or become more or greater than (something) ■ The 
demand for the product has quickly outrun [^exceeded, out¬ 
paced] the company’s ability to produce it. 

OUt-sell /,aut'sel/ verb -sells; -sold /-'sould/; -sell-ing {+ 

obj] 

1 : to be sold more than (something) ■ Diet sodas are now 
beginning to outsell regular sodas in the supermarkets. 

2 : to sell more than (another person, store, etc.) ■ We’ve 
been outselling our competitors for the past five years. 

OUt-set /'aut,set/ noun [singular] : the start or beginning of 
something ■ There have been problems with the project from 
the outset. • From its very outset, the company has produced 
the highest quality products. ■ He made it clear at the outset 
that he is not going to quit his job. - She set high goals for 
herself at the outset of her career. 

OUt-shine /,aut'Jam/ verb -shines; -shone /-'Joun, Brit 
-'Jon/ or -shined; -shin-ing [+ obj] : to do better than 
(someone or something) : to earn more respect or attention 
than (someone or something) ■ They’re determined to out¬ 
shine [=outdo, outperform] their competition. ■ She outshines 
all the other actors in the film. 

1 0Ut-side /,aut'said, 'aut,said/ noun, pi -sides 

1 the outside : an area around or near something (such as a 
building) ■ The house looks nice from the outside. 

2 [count] : an outer side, edge, or surface of something — 
usually singular ■ The door can be locked from the inside or 
outside. — often + of • The outside of the building needs 
painting. 

at the outside : at the most: at the greatest amount or limit 


■ The crowd numbered 10,000 at the outside. • It took him 
an hour at the outside to finish. ■ It costs, at the outside , $20. 
on the outside 1 : on the outer side, edge, or surface of 
something ■ The number 22 car tried to pass the leader on 
the outside (of the track). 2 baseball : on the side of home 
plate farthest from the batter ■ The next pitch was a fast¬ 
ball on the outside. 3 — used to describe someone’s ap¬ 
pearance ■ I might seem calm on the outside , but I’m actu¬ 
ally really nervous. 4 : not in prison • He looked forward 
to life on the outside again. 

2 outside adj 

1 : located on or near an outer side, edge, or surface of 
something ■ an outside wall/comer/door • the outside edge of 
the foot ■ ( baseball) He struck out on an outside pitch. 

2 always used before a noun a : located in or near the area 
around a building and not inside it ■ She turned on the out¬ 
side light to see what was making the noise, b : involving 
people who are not in the same building, group, or organiza¬ 
tion as you ■ The phone will not let you make outside calls. ■ 
an outside (telephone) line [=a telephone that allows you to 
talk to people who are not in the same building as you] ■ The 
company hired an outside consultant. — see also outside 
world at 1 world 

3 always used before a noun : not involving your regular job 
or duties ■ a businessman with few outside interests besides 
golf ■ There were outside influences that affected his decision 
to retire early. 

4 always used before a noun : barely possible : very unlikely ■ 
We still have an outside [=small, slight] chance of winning. 

3 outside adv 

1 a : in or to a place that is near but separate from another 
place ■ He waited outside [=out] in the hall, b : in or to a 
place that is in the area around or near a building and not in¬ 
side it : outdoors ■ The children love playing outside. ■ It’s 
raining outside. • It's nice outside , with not a cloud in the sky. 

■ She took the dog outside. [=out] ■ He ran outside to see what 
the noise was about. ■ He looked outside at the snow. 

2 : on the outer side, edge, or surface of something ■ The 
candy was hard outside but chewy inside. ■ The car seemed 
in good condition outside. 

4 OUtside prep 

f ; in a place that is near but separate from (something) ■ We 
waited outside the store. ■ He kept his hands outside his pock¬ 
ets. ■ There was a dog barking outside the house. 

2 : beyond the limits or borders of (something) ■ activities 
outside the law [=unlawful activities] - She finished the race 
five seconds outside the record. ■ We live outside the city. ■ I 
have never traveled outside the U.S. before. 

3 : not belonging to (a group or organization) ■ No one out¬ 
side the group knew of their plans. ■ He hired consultants 
(from) outside the company. 

4 : apart from (someone or something): except, besides ■ 
Nobody knew outside [=(more commonly) outside of] a few 
close friends. 

outside of chiefly US : outside ■ We waited outside of the 
store. ■ We live outside of the city. ■ people outside of the 
group ■ Nobody knew outside of a few close friends. 
think outside the box see 1 box 
OUt-sid-er/iaot'saida 1 , 'aut^aida 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who does not belong to or is not accepted as 
part of a particular group or organization ■ To outsiders, the 
ritual may seem strange. ■ She felt like an outsider in her new 
school. — opposite insider 

2 chiefly Brit: a person or animal that is not expected to win 
a race or competition ■ An outsider defeated the champion! ■ 
She was a rank/complete outsider who managed to win. 

OUt-size /'aut,saiz/ also out-sized /'aut,saizd/ adj : very 
large in size ■ outsize boots ■ outsized cars and trucks 
OUt-SkirtS /'auhska^ts/ noun [plural] : the parts of a city or 
town that are far from the center ■ We live on the outskirts of 
town. 

OUt-smart /.aut'smaa-t/ verb -smarts; -smart-ed; -smart¬ 
ing [+ obj] : to defeat or trick (someone) by being more in¬ 
telligent or clever ■ He outsmarted [=outwitted] his attackers 
and escaped unharmed. ■ The government must gather large 
amounts of information in order to outsmart its enemies, 
out-source /'aut.soa's/ verb -sourc-es; -sourced; 
-sourc-ing [+ obj] : to send away (some of a company’s 
work) to be done by people outside the company ■ The com¬ 
pany outsources many of its jobs to less developed countries. 

■ The work was outsourced to a factory in China. 

— outsourcing noun [noncount] 
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out-spend /.aut'spend/ verb -spends; -spent; -spend- 

ing [+ obj] : to spend more money than (someone or some¬ 
thing) ■ He has outspent the other candidates in the election 
by millions of dollars. 

out-spo-ken /,aut'spouk3n/ adj [more most ~] : talking 
in a free and honest way about your opinions ■ She has been 
an outspoken advocate/supporter of women's rights through¬ 
out her life. ■ an outspoken and controversial radio host ■ My 
father was an outspoken critic of the war. = He was outspo¬ 
ken in his criticism of the war. ■ She's very outspoken about 
political issues. 

— out-spo-ken-ly adv ■ She is outspokenly liberal/conserva¬ 
tive in her views. — out-spo-ken-ness /aut'spoukannas/ 
noun [ noncount] 

OUt*Spread /.aut'spred/ adj : spread out completely 
: stretched out from the sides ■ a bird gliding through the air 
on outspread [ ^outstretched] wings 

out-stand-inq /aut'stamdio/ adj 

1 [more most ~] : extremely good or excellent ■ Tonight 
we will honor the school’s most outstanding students/teach- 
ers/athletes/performers. ■ You did an outstanding job on the 
project. ■ the outstanding quality of your work ■ a wine that is 
outstanding in quality ■ As a president, he was outstanding in 
many ways. ■ Her novels are outstanding for their complex 
characters and interesting plots. ■ The painting is an out¬ 
standing example of the artist’s style. 

2 [more most ~] : easy to notice especially because of be¬ 
ing important or very good ■ There are some outstanding 
[=conspicuous] exceptions to this rule. ■ Outstanding among 
the menu items were the tomato soup and the swordfish. 

3 : not yet paid • outstanding [=unpaid] bills ■ She had several 
outstanding parking tickets in her car. ■ He left a balance of 
50 dollars outstanding on his account. 

4 : continuing to exist ■ It remains one of the long outstand¬ 
ing [^unresolved] problems in mathematics. ■ There are sev¬ 
eral outstanding issues between the two countries. 

— out-stand-ing-ly adv [more most ~] ■ an outstandingly 
fine example of his work • He played outstandingly. 

OUt-Stay /.aut'stei/ verb -stays; -stayed; -stay-lng 
outstay your welcome see "welcome 
out-stretched /,aut'stre1ft/ adj : stretched out or extended 
from the sides ■ She ran toward him with outstretched [-open, 
outspread] arms. 

OUt-Strip /.aut'strip/ verb -strips; -stripped; -strip-ping 

[+ obj] 

1 : to be or become better, greater, or larger than (someone 
or something) ■ Their achievements far outstrip [=excel, sur¬ 
pass] our own. ■ The new hotel outstrips all other hotels in the 
area in size and luxury. ■ Demand continues to outstrip [= ex¬ 
ceed, | supply. 

2 : to do better than (someone or something) ■ She out¬ 
stripped [-outdid] all of her competitors. 

3 : to go faster than (someone or something) ■ The fullback 
outstripped the defenders and scored a touchdown. 

OUt-ta /'auta/ — used in writing to represent the sound of 
the phrase out of when it is spoken quickly ■ Get outta my 
way! ■ I'm outta here in half an hour. [=I'm leaving in half an 
hour] ❖ The pronunciation represented by outta is common 
in informal speech. The written form should be avoided ex¬ 
cept when trying to represent or record such speech. 
OUt-take /'aut,teik/ noun, pi -takes [count] 

1 : a scene that is not used in the final version of a movie or 
television show 

2 : a song that is not used for a music album ■ a collection of 
the band’s old outtakes 

OUt—there /'aut'fte^/ adj [more most ~] US, informal 
: very strange or unusual : out of the ordinary ■ out-there 
hairstyles ■ Most of his ideas were really out-there. 
out tray noun, pi trays [count] Brit : out-box 
OUt-vote /.aut'vout/ verb -votes; -vot-ed; -vot-ing [+obj] 
: to defeat (a person or idea) by winning a larger number of 
votes • I didn’t like the idea, but I was outvoted by the rest of 
the group. 

1 0Ut-ward /'autwa^i/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : of or relating to the way that someone or something 
looks or seems on the outside • Despite her outward [-appar¬ 
ent] calm, she was extremely nervous about the interview. • 
They showed no outward signs of fear, but they must have 
been afraid. ■ She was waiting for some outward expression 
of his love. • To/By/From all outward appearances , their 
marriage was quite normal. 

2 : able to be seen ■ He has great outward [=physical] beauty, 


but is he beautiful on the inside? I=is he a good person?] ■ 
There was no outward [= visible] evidence that the parents 
abused the child. ■ outward symptoms of the disease 
3 ; moving or directed away from something ■ The outward 
migration of people from the city has hurt the city’s econo¬ 
my greatly. ■ He made a slight outward movement with his 
right hand. — opposite inward 

2 OUtward (« chiefly US) or chiefly Brit OUt-wards /'autwa-dz/ 
adv 

1 : toward the outside of something : away from a center • 
The window faces outward toward the street. ■ Stand with 
your heels together, toes pointing outward. ■ air flowing out¬ 
wards from the lungs — opposite inward 

2 : away from yourself ■ She turns her students’ attention 
outward [=away from their own lives] by making them aware 
of different cultures. ■ The country has become more out¬ 
ward looking [=thinking about other people or places] in its 
economic policies. 

out-ward-ly /‘autwa'dli/ adv : on the outside ■ The two 
brothers may be outwardly similar, but their personalities 
couldn’t be more different. : in a way that can be seen ■ 
Though extremely nervous, she was able to remain outward¬ 
ly calm during the interview. ■ an outwardly friendly person ■ 
Outwardly, their marriage seemed quite normal. — opposite 

INWARDLY 

OUt-weigh /,aut'wei/ verb -weighs; -weighed; -weigh¬ 
ing [+ obj] : to be greater than (someone or something) in 
weight, value, or importance ■ She outweighs her sister by 10 
pounds. ■ The advantages far outweigh [-exceed] the disad¬ 
vantages. ■ This issue outweighs all others in importance. 

OUt-wit /.aut'wit/ verb -wits; -wit-ted; -wit-ting [+ obj]: to 
defeat or trick (someone) by being more intelligent or clever 
: outsmart • The fox managed to outwit the hunter by hid¬ 
ing in a tree. ■ They thought they had outwitted the new 
teacher. 

OUt-WOrk-er /'auhw^ka-/ noun, pi -ers [count] Brit : a per¬ 
son who does work for a business, company, etc., at home 

OUt-WOrn /,aut'wocm/ adj ' no longer useful or acceptable 
: not modem or current: outdated ■ an outworn set of be¬ 
liefs 

OUZO /'u:zou/ noun [noncount] : a strong, clear liquor from 
Greece 

OVa plural of OVUM 

1 OVal /'ouval/ adj : having the shape of an egg : shaped like a 
circle that is longer than it is wide ■ an oval mirror ■ oval 
leaves 

2 OVal noun, pi ovals [count] : something that has the shape of 
an egg 1 The racetrack is an oval. 

Oval Office noun 

the Oval Office : the office of the U.S. President in the 
White House 

OVar-i-an /ou'verijan/ adj : of or relating to an ovary ■ ovari¬ 
an cancer 

OVa-ry /'ouvari/ noun, pi -ries [count] 

1 : one of usually two organs in women and female animals 
that produce eggs and female hormones 

2 : the part of a flower where seeds are formed — see pic¬ 
ture at FLOWER 

ova-tion /ou'veijzn/ noun, pi -lions [count]: an occurrence 
in which a group of people at a play, speech, sporting event, 
etc., show enthusiastic approval or appreciation by clapping 
their hands together over and over ■ They gave her a long 
ovation. [=they applauded her for a long time] ■ He was wel¬ 
comed by/with a warm ovation when he came out onto the 
stage. — see also standing ovation 

OV-en /'a van/ noun, pi -ens [count] : a piece of cooking 
equipment that is used for baking or roasting food ■ Preheat 
the oven to 350 degrees. • Please take the pizza out of the 
oven. ■ brick ovens ■ oven roasted potatoes — see picture at 
kitchen; see also convection oven, dutch oven, mi¬ 
crowave OVEN, TOASTER OVEN 
have a bun in the oven see bun 

like an oven informal : very hot ■ Open the window. It’s like 
an oven in here. 

Oven mitt noun, pi ~~ mitts [count] chiefly US ; a mitten that 
is made out of a thick material and used for taking hot dishes 
out of an oven — called also {Brit) oven glove 

Oven -proof /'AV3n,pru:f/ adj : able to be used in an oven ■ 
ovenproof dishes 

Oven—ready adj, always used before a noun : able to be 
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cooked in an oven with no additional preparation " an overt- 
ready chicken 
1 0ver /'ouvay adv 

1 : in an upward and forward direction across something ■ 
The wall’s too high for us to climb over. • We came to a 
stream and jumped over. ■ Throw the ball over. 

2 a : downward from an upright position ■ She leaned over 
and kissed him. ■ I hurt my back bending over [=dowri] to 
pick up my child, b : downward to a flat or horizontal posi¬ 
tion • She knocked over the lamp. ■ He tripped and fell over. 
[=down] • A couple of trees fell over during the storm. 

3 : so that the bottom or opposite side is on top ■ The baby 
rolled over onto his stomach. ■ Tum/Flip your cards over. 

4 a : from one place to another place ■ We sent over a card 
and a basket of fruit. ■ The teacher called the three girls over. 
• Come over here. I need to talk to you. ■ I’m flying over to 
London this afternoon. ■ He ran over to his neighbor’s house 
to see what was going on. ■ Let’s head over to the cafeteria. ■ 
I’ll be right over. ■ Could you move over a little, please? I 
need some more space. ■ Do you want to come over to my 
place? b : to your home ■ I invited some friends over for 
dinner. ■ They’re nice. Why don’t you ask them over some 
time? C : in a particular place ■ Their house is two streets 
over (from here). ■ They’re building a new libraiy over by the 
high school. ■ Who’s that man over by the door? ■ It’s sum¬ 
mer now over in Australia. ■ I grew up in the next town over. 
[=the town that is next to this town] 

5 : from one person or group to another ■ And now over to 
our foreign correspondent for the news from abroad. ■ It’s 
mine! Hand it over ! ■ They turned over the stolen money to 
the police. — often used figuratively ■ After years of sup¬ 
porting the Democrats, she suddenly went over to the Re¬ 
publican side. ■ He’s gone over to the opposition. 

6 : more than an expected or stated amount or number • 
The show ran a minute over. - The show ran over by a 
minute. ■ The condition is most common in women 65 and 
over. • Children eight and over [=children who are eight years 
old and older] may participate in the contest. ■ At this restau¬ 
rant, parties of six or over will have a 20 percent gratuity 
added to their bill. 

7 : remaining and not used ■ We ate the turkey that was left 
over from Thanksgiving Day dinner. ■ Most of the money 
would be spent on fixing the house with some left over for 
emergencies. 

8 : during or throughout a period of time : until a later time 
(such as the next day) ■ Do you have enough money to tide 
you over ? ■ Feel free to stay over [= overnight ] if you don’t 
want to drive home tonight. ■ Mom, can I sleep over [=can I 
spend the night] at Carrie’s house? 

9 : so as to cover the entire surface of something • The sky 
had clouded over [=it had become covered with clouds], and 
it was beginning to rain. ■ The empty house’s windows had 
been boarded over several years ago. ■ He’s become famous 
the world over, ^throughout the world] 

10 a : in a complete and thorough way ■ I’ll have to talk the 
matter over with my wife. ■ She’s still thinking it over, b 
: from the beginning to the end ■ Read it over [-through] and 
let me know what you think. 

11a chiefly US : one more time : again ■ You’ve done it 
wrong. Do it over. • Let’s start over (again) from the begin¬ 
ning. ■ He lost the computer file and had to do his assign¬ 
ment over, b — used to say how many times something is 
done or repeated ■ I had to read the poem twice over [=two 
times] before I understood its meaning. C — used to say 
that something is done or happens repeatedly • She became a 
millionaire many times over. [=she earned many millions of 
dollars] ■ I remind him over and over (again) not to leave the 
door open. ■ Say the lines over and over until you have mem¬ 
orized them. 

12 — used when talking on a radio to show that a message is 
complete ■ “We are ready for takeoff instructions. Over." 
all over see 2 all 

over (and done) with : finished or completed • Don’t wor¬ 
ry. The operation will be over with before you know it. • I’d 
like to get this over with as soon as possible. ■ No one wants 
to be here, so let’s just get this meeting over with. ■ I’m just 
glad to have the test over and done with. • The past is over 
and done with. 

2 over prep 

1 : from, to, or at a place that is higher than (someone or 
something) : above ■ The sun’s coming up over the moun¬ 
tain. ■ She looked at him over the top of her glasses. ■ He 
stood over me [=he stood near me while I was sitting, kneel¬ 


ing, etc.] and asked what I was doing. ■ Their balcony looks 
out over the city. • He looked over the fence. ■ A plane was 
flying low over the trees. • The meat was cooked over an open 
fire. 

2 : on top of (something) ■ Someone hit him over [=on\ the 
head with a rock. ■ She slung the bag over her shoulder. ■ 
They served grilled chicken breast over [-on] a bed of rice. 

: so as to cover (something) • His hat was pulled low over his 
eyes. 

3 : beyond and down from (something) ■ Throw the rocks 
over the side of the boat. ■ He fell over the cliffs edge. • She 
knocked the glass over the edge of the table. 

4 a : from one side to the other side of (something or some¬ 
one) ■ We’ve just crossed over the border into Canada. ■ walk¬ 
ing over [= across ] a bridge ■ Excuse me, I need to reach over 
you to get the salt. • Tomato vines grew up and over the 
fence, b : upward and across (something) ■ We both 
jumped over the stream. ■ They couldn’t climb over the wall, 
so they dug a hole under/undemeath it. C : on the other 
side of (something) • Our house is just over that hill. 

5 : in the direction of (something) • Hey, look over there! ■ 
We’re over here! ■ those trees over yonder 

6 : more than (a specified number or amount) ■ I’ve been 
waiting for over an hour. • We haven’t seen each other in over 
a year. ■ The condition is most common in women over 65. ■ 
It was really hot yesterday. It must have been over 100 de¬ 
grees. ■ They had over 300 people at their wedding. ■ That car 
costs well over [=much more than] $50,000. 

7 — used to say that a person or thing is better than (some¬ 
one or something else) ■ The new model has several advan¬ 
tages over the old one. ■ This is a big improvement over our 
last apartment. ■ I would choose you over any other woman 
in the world. • She now has a two-minute lead over [=she is 
two minutes ahead of] the other runners. • When it comes to 
creative thinking, humans have ft over [=are better than] 
computers. = When it comes to creative thinking, humans 
have the advantage over computers. 

8 : in a position of power and authority that allows a person 
or thing to control (someone or something) ■ We must re¬ 
spect those over us. • The vice president presides over every 
meeting. ■ She should be given more authority over her staff. 

■ We have no control over the situation. ■ countries that hold 
power over their neighbors • In this case, federal law takes 
precedence over state law. 

9 a : so as to cover the surface of (something) • A strange ex¬ 
pression came over his face. ■ People were boarding over their 
windows in preparation for the storm, b : in every part of 
(a place) • These trees once flourished over [= throughout] 
much of North America. 

10 : throughout or during (a particular amount of time) ■ I’ll 
think about it over the weekend and give you my answer on 
Monday. ■ He has accomplished many remarkable things 
over the course of his career. ■ The festival is spread (out) 
over three days. ■ happening/occurring/developing over a pe¬ 
riod of 20 years ■ Over the past 25 years, she has been a valu¬ 
able asset to our company. ■ I’ve come to understand him 
better over the years. ■ Over time , the paper begins to turn 
yellow and brittle. 

11 : by using (a radio, television, computer, etc.) ■ I heard it 
over [=on] the radio. ■ We spoke over the phone just yester¬ 
day. ■ sending messages over the Internet • The game was 
broadcast over the air/airwaves. [=on television or the radio] 

12 : because of (someone or something) ■ Don’t get angry 
over [-about] something so silly. ■ He got into trouble over a 
comment about his wife’s mother. • She was crying over her 
old boyfriend. ■ Afterwards, we laughed over the incident. 

13 : concerning or regarding (something) • There is still 
some controversy over [-about] the use of the drug. ■ a dis¬ 
pute over the land ■ the debate over assisted suicide 

14 — used to describe something that is done while some 
activity (such as a meal) is taking place ■ I plan to meet with 
my advisers over lunch. [=while we eat lunch together] ■ We 
sat over our wine [=drinking our wine] and talked. 

15 : finished with (something) : past or beyond (something) 

■ I think we’re over the worst of it. Things should get better 
from now on. ■ After she got over the initial surprise of being 
tricked, she started getting angry. ■ He’s upset now, but he’ll 
get over it [=he will stop being upset about it] soon. 

16 : without being stopped or prevented by (something) 
: despite • She spoke to the police over the objections of her 
lawyer. ■ Over the protests of several members, the commit¬ 
tee passed the bill. 

17 : without including or considering (someone or some- 
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thing) ■ You can skip over that paragraph. ■ I agree with what 
you’ve said, but you passed over an important point. 

18 : more loudly and clearly than (another sound) ■ The 
players couldn’t hear their coach over [=above] the roar of 
the crowd. ■ talking/shouting over the noise of the engines 
all over see 2 all 

over against — used to describe things that are being com¬ 
pared or that are somehow opposed to each other ■ com¬ 
paring the results of one method over against another 
over and above : in addition to (something) : along with 
(something) ■ Over and above the fact that I don’t like cats, 
I am allergic to them. ■ We each received a bonus over and 
above our regular paychecks. 

3 OVer adj, not used before a noun : having reached the end 
: finished ■ When is this class overt ■ And before we knew 
it, the storm was over. ■ Those days are over. ■ When it’s over , 
it’s over. You don’t get a second chance. ■ It’s over between 
them. [=their relationship has ended] 

over easy not used before a noun, US, of eggs : fried on one 
side then turned and fried for a short time on the other 
side • He ordered two eggs over easy. 
over- Aouva/ prefix 

1 a : too much or too great ■ crverconfident ■ overcrowded ■ 
overqualified ■ overripe b : so as to be better or beyond ■ 
overachieve ■ overtake 

2 : very or extremely ■ overjoyed 

3 : above ■ overcoat ■ overhang 

4 : forward and often downward ■ overbite ■ overboard 
OVer*abun*dance Aouvara'bAndans/ noun, pi -danc-es 

[count] chiefly US : an amount that is too much — often + of 
■ There is an overabundance of lead in the water, 
over-achiev-er Aouv^ra'lfiiva 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

: someone who has much more success than is normal or ex¬ 
pected especially at a young age ■ She is an overachiever who 
plans to attend a top college. — opposite underachiever 

- over-achieve Aouvaro'tfi:v/ verb -achieves; 
-achieved; -achiev-ing [no obj ] ■ The team overachieved 
last year and won the title. ■ an overachieving student 

over-act Aouv^'sekt/ verb -acts; -act-ed; -acting [no obj] 
disapproving : to show too much emotion when you are act¬ 
ing in a play, movie, etc. ■ His tendency to overact made his 
performance less realistic. 

OVer*ac*tive Aouva^'sektiv/ adj [more most ~] : too ac¬ 
tive especially in a way that produces a bad result ■ She has 
an overactive bladder. ■ His crazy ideas are products of an 
overactive imagination. 

— over-ac-tiv-i-ty Aouvarsek'tivoti/ noun [noncount] ■ This 
condition is caused by overactivity of the thyroid gland. 

1 over-age Aouva^eicfe/ adj : of an age that is greater than 
what is normal or allowed ■ The college has many overage 
students. ■ The players were banned from the league for be¬ 
ing overage. — opposite underage 
2 OVer-age /'ouvancfc/ noun , pi -ag-es [count] : an amount 
by which something (such as a payment) is too much ■ They 
paid me back the overage. ■ She kept track of the cost over¬ 
ages. 

1 0ver-all /,ouva^'cul/ adv 

1 : with everyone or everything included ■ He scored highest 
overall. ■ She figured out what it would cost overall. [-alto¬ 
gether ] 

2 : as a whole : in general ■ He made a few mistakes but did 
well overall. ■ Overall , the project was successful. 

2 OVenal[/,ouv» , a:l/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : including everyone or everything ■ your overall score af¬ 
ter two rounds ■ What is the overall [=total] cost? 

2 : viewed as a whole or in general ■ His mistake didn’t 
change my overall impression of him. ■ Your overall health is 
sound. ■ She likes the overall quality of the product. ■ The 
scratch didn’t affect the car’s overall appearance. 

3 OVer-all /'ouv^,a:l/ noun, pi -alls 

1 overalls [plural] US : a pair of pants with an extra piece at¬ 
tached that covers the chest and has straps that go over the 
shoulders ■ wearing (a pair of) overalls — called also (Brit) 
dungarees' see color picture on page C14 

2 [count] Brit : a loose coat that is worn over clothes so that 
they do not get dirty : smock 

3 overalls [plural] Brit: a piece of clothing that is worn over 
other clothes to protect them ■ The mechanic was dressed in 
(a pair of) overalls. [=(US) coveralls] 

OVer-arch-ing Aouva*'ci3tfir)/ adj, formal : including or in¬ 
fluencing every part of something ■ the book’s overarching 


theme ■ Computer downtime is an overarching problem in all 
departments. 

over-arm /'ouva^aa-m/ adj , Brit : overhand ■ He made an 
overarm throw. 

— overarm adv , Brit • He threw the ball overarm. 
over-awe Aouva-'a:/ verb -awes; -awed; -aw-ing [+ obj] 

: to make (someone) unable to think, speak, or behave nor¬ 
mally because of a strong feeling of respect and fear — usu¬ 
ally used as (be) overawed ■ She has competed in the finals 
before, so she won’t be overawed by the experience, 
over-bal-ance Aouva^bselans/ verb -anc-es; -anced; 
-anc-ing Brit : to lose your balance [no obj] He overbal¬ 
anced and fell off the stool. [+ obj] She tried to reach the 
vase but overbalanced herself and fell off the stool. 
OVer-bear-ing Aouv^'beni)/ adj [more most —] disap¬ 
proving : often trying to control the behavior of other people 
in an annoying or unwanted way ■ He had to deal with his 
overbearing mother. ■ Her husband’s overbearing manner 
made her miserable. 

over-bite /'oiiva 1 ,bait/ noun, pi -bites [count] : a condition 
in which your upper teeth are too far in front of your lower 
teeth ■ He has a severe overbite. 
over-blown /.oover'bloun/ adj [more most ~] disapprov¬ 
ing : made to seem very important, intelligent, or great espe¬ 
cially in order to impress people ■ overblown [-pretentious] 
claims/rhetoric ■ The problem Is overblown. [=it has been ex¬ 
aggerated; it is not as bad as people say it is] 
over-board / , ouv3 i 1 boa , d/ adv : over the side of a ship into 
the water ■ He threw/tossed the fish overboard. ■ The boy fell 
overboard and almost drowned. ■ One of the sailors fell into 
the water, and someone shouted “Man overboard !” — some¬ 
times used figuratively ■ The managers had to throw the plan 
overboard [=had to abandon the plan] because it was too ex¬ 
pensive. 

go overboard informal : to do something in a way that is ex¬ 
cessive or extreme : to do too much of something • Don’t 
go overboard on/with the spices. [=do not add too many 
spices] ■ She went overboard with the decorations, 
over-book /.ouva-'buk/ verb -books; -booked; -book¬ 
ing : to allow too many people to buy tickets or to reserve 
seats, tables, rooms, etc. [no obj] The hotel/restaurant over¬ 
booked. [+ obj ] The flight was overbooked , and I got bumped 
off. ■ The airline overbooked the flight. ■ The doctor’s office 
called and said that they overbooked the appointments for to¬ 
day. — compare double-book 
over-bur-den Aouva^ba-dan/ verb -dens; -dened; -den- 
ing [+ obj] : to give (someone or something) too much work, 
worry, etc. : to burden (someone or something) too much ■ 
She overburdened me with work/guilt. ■ Why overburden 
yourself when people are offering to help? — often used as 
(be) overburdened ■ He was overburdened by work. ■ The Web 
site was overburdened with a high amount of traffic. 
OVer-ca-pac-i-ty Aouva'ka'psesati/ noun, technical : a situ¬ 
ation in which an industry, company, etc., has or produces 
more of something than it is able to sell or use [noncount] 
problems with overcapacity [singular] The airlines are lower¬ 
ing their prices because of an overcapacity of seats, 
over-cast /'ouva^ksest, Brit '3uv3,ka:st/ adj [more most 
~] : covered with clouds ■ The sky was overcast. : darkened 
by clouds ■ It was an overcast morning. ■ They worked in 
overcast conditions. 

over-charge /.ouvytfazKfe/ verb -charg-es; -charged; 
-charg-ing 

1 : to charge too much for something : to make someone 
pay too much money for something [no obj] He overcharges 
for car repairs. [+ obj] He overcharges his customers for car 
repairs. ■ The store overcharged me for my skirt. ■ The cus¬ 
tomer was overcharged (by) $10. — opposite under¬ 
charge 

2 [+ obj] : to give too much of an electric charge to (a bat¬ 
tery) ■ I overcharged the battery. 

OVer-COat /'ouva^kout/ noun, pi -coats [count] : a long 
coat that is worn to keep a person warm during cold weather 

— see color picture on page Cl5 

over-come Aoova^'kAin/ verb -comes; -came /-'keim/; 
-come; -com-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to defeat (someone or something) ■ After a tough battle, 
they overcame the enemy. 

2 : to successfully deal with or gain control of (something 
difficult) ■ a story about overcoming adversity ■ She overcame 
a leg injury and is back running again. ■ He overcame [■=con - 
quered] his fear of heights and climbed the ladder. 
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3 : to affect (someone) very strongly or severely — usually 
used as (be) overcome • The people trapped in the burning 
building were overcome by the heat and smoke. • The family 
was overcome [^overwhelmed] by grief. 
OVer*COm*pen*sate /,ouvyka:mp3n,seit/ verb -sates; 
-sat-ed; -sat-ing [no obj ]: to try to make up for something 
that is lacking or bad by doing too much of something else ■ 
He overcompensated for his lateness by showing up two 
hours early the next day. ■ She overcompensated for her bad 
skin by wearing too much makeup. 

OVer-COm-pli-cate Aouva^'kaimpteikeit/ verb -cates; 
-cat-ed; -cat-ing [+ obj] : to make (something) too difficult 
to understand ■ Don’t overcomplicate the recipe. 

— overcomplicated adj ■ These instructions are overcom¬ 
plicated. [=are too complicated] 

over-con-fi-dent Aouv^'kainfadant/ adj : having too 
much confidence about something ■ He was overconfident 
about passing the test and didn’t study for it. 
over-cook /.ouva^'kuk/ verb -cooks; -cooked; -cook-ing 
1+ obj] : to cook (food) for too long ■ She always overcooks 
steak. — usually used as (be) overcooked • My hamburger 
was overcooked. [= overdone ] • overcooked chicken — 
opposite UNDERCOOK 

overcrowd-ed Aouva^'kraudad/ adj [more —; most ~] 
: filled with too many people or things ■ The prison is very 
overcrowded. • They are forced to live in overcrowded condi¬ 
tions. ■ This train feels a bit overcrowded. • overcrowded 
schools and hospitals 

OVer*crOWd*ing /.ouv^'kraudiij/ noun [noncount] : a situ¬ 
ation in which there are too many people or things in one 
place ■ They need to reduce overcrowding in the prison, 
over-do /jouva^du:/ verb -does /-'dAz/; -did /-'did/; -done 
/-'dAn/; -do-ing 1+ obj ] 

1 : to do too much of (something): to do (something) in an 
excessive or extreme way ■ You should exercise every day, 
but don’t overdo it. ■ The acting in that play was badly over¬ 
done. 

2 : to use too much of (something) • Don’t overdo the salt in 
this recipe. • I think you might have overdone it with the dec¬ 
orations. [=used too many decorations] ■ Love is a theme 
that is overdone [=used too oftenl in the movies. 

3 : to cook (food) for too long ■ The cook overdid the ham¬ 
burgers. ■ My steak was slightly overdone, [^overcooked] ■ an 
overdone steak 

1 over-dose /'ouvayious/ noun , pi -dos-es [count] 

1 : an amount of a drug or medicine that is too much and 
usually dangerous ■ She died from a cocaine overdose. — of¬ 
ten + of • He took/had an overdose of pills. 

2 : an amount of something that is too much ■ a sugar over¬ 
dose — often + of • An overdose of horror movies gave him 
nightmares. 

2 Over-dose /.ouvfr'dous/ verb -dos-es; -dosed; -dos-ing 

[no obj] : to take too much of a drug or medicine : to take an 
overdose of a drug or medicine — usually + on ■ She over¬ 
dosed on tranquilizers and fell into a coma. — sometimes 
used figuratively ■ She overdosed on romance novels over the 
summer. 

Over-draft /'ouva>|dneft, Brit *3uv3,dra:ft/ noun, pi -drafts 
[count] : an amount of money that is spent by someone using 
a bank account that is more than the amount available in the 
account: an amount that is overdrawn from an account 
over-draw /,ouv^'dra:/ verb -draws; -drew /-'dru:/; 
-drawn /-'drain/; -draw-ing [+ obj] : to withdraw more 
money from (an account) than is available ■ She overdrew her 
account by $100. 

— overdrawn adj ■ Your account is overdrawn. • an over¬ 
drawn account ■ Customers must pay a fee for being over¬ 
drawn on their accounts. 

over-dress /,ouvaMres/ verb -dress-es; -dressed; 
-dressing [no obj] : to dress in clothes that are too fancy, 
formal, or warm for an occasion ■ He overdressed for such a 
casual party. — opposite underdress 

— overdressed acjj [more most ~] - He was overdressed 
for the party. • I was overdressed for the weather. 

Over-drive /'ouva^draiv/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a gear in an automobile that allows it to be driven at 
higher speeds ■ He put/shifted the car into overdrive. 

2 : a state of great activity especially in order to achieve 
something - His acting career is in overdrive. • The reporters 
went into overdrive to finish their stories on time. 

OVer-due /,ouva'du:, Brit .auva'dju:/ adj 
1 : not paid at an expected or required time ■ She reminded 


him that the rent was overdue. ■ He has many overdue bills. 

2 : not appearing or presented by a stated, expected, or re¬ 
quired time ■ The train is 10 minutes overdue. ■ Her baby is 
overdue by one week. [=her baby has not been bom yet and 
it is a week since its birth was expected] ■ an overdue library 
book 

3 — used to say that something should have happened or 
been done before now ■ His promotion is long overdue. = He 
is long overdue for a promotion. [=he should have been given 
a promotion by now] ■ Repairs on that building are long 
overdue. 

OVer-ea-ger Aouva^'i.ga-/ adj, chiefly US : too eager ■ He 
seemed overeager to pin the blame on someone. ■ an ovcrea- 
ger opponent 

over-eat /.ouvariit/ verb -eats; -ate /-'eit/; -eat-en /-'i:tp/; 
-eat-ing [no obj]: to eat more than is needed or more than 
is healthy : to eat too much ■ When I’m tired or stressed, I 
tend to overeat. 

— overeating noun [noncount] • Overeating is unhealthy, 
over-em-pha-size also Brit over-em-pha-sise /,ouva- 

'emf3,saiz/ verb -siz-es; -sized; -siz-ing [+ obj] : to treat 
(something) with more importance than is needed or proper 
: to emphasize (something) too strongly ■ The teacher tends 
to overemphasize the value of tests. ■ The importance of a 
healthy diet cannot be overemphasized. [=a healthy diet is ex¬ 
tremely important] 

— over-em-pha-sis /.ouva'emfssas/ noun [singular] The 
article has/puts an overemphasis on the role of the news 
media in politics, [noncount] There has been some over¬ 
emphasis on testing. 

over-es-ti-mate /,ouva'est3,meit/ verb -mates; -mat.ed; 
-mat-ing 1+ obj] 

1 : to estimate (something) as being greater than the actual 
size, quantity, or number ■ I overestimated the number of 
chairs we would need for the party. [=1 thought we would 
need more chairs than we actually did] ■ We overestimated 
the value of the coins. 

2 : to think of (someone or something) as being greater in 
ability, influence, or value than that person or thing actually 
is ■ She overestimated his ability to do the job. ■ The impor¬ 
tance of a good education cannot be overestimated. [=a good 
education is very important] — opposite underestimate 

— over-es-ti-mate Aouva'estamat/ noun, pi -mates 
[count] ■ Cost overestimates in the budget left us with extra 
money in the end. — over-es-ti-ma-tion /,ouva^est3- 
'meijan/ noun, pi -tions [count, noncount] 

OVer-ex-cited /,ouvarik'sait3d/ adj : too excited ■ The chil¬ 
dren got overexcited and couldn’t get to sleep, 
over-ex-pose /,ouvarik'spouz/ verb -pos-es; -posed; 
-pos-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to leave (something) without covering or protection for 
too long ■ It is harmful to overexpose your skin to the sun’s 
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rays. 

2 : to let too much light fall on (film in a camera) when you 
are taking a photograph ■ He overexposed the picture/film. ■ 
a badly overexposed picture/image 

3 : to give too much public attention or notice to (someone 
or something) ■ He has been overexposed by/in the media. ■ 
an overexposed celebrity 

— over-ex-po-sure /,ouvank'spou 3 a/ noun [noncount] • 
overexposure of the skin ■ The photograph was ruined by 
overexposure. • a celebrity whose career has been harmed 
by overexposure 

over-ex-tend /,ouvarik'stend/ verb -tends; -tend-ed; 
-tend-ing [+ obj] : to extend or stretch (something) too far ■ 
He overextended a muscle in his arm. ■ She overextended her 
back. 

overextend yourself 1 : to try to do too much ■ Don’t 
overextend yourself or else you’ll burn out. 2 : to spend 
more money than you can afford to spend ■ Young people 
with credit cards often overextend themselves. 

— overextended adj ■ people who are financially overex¬ 
tended 

over-feed /,ouva'fi:d/ verb -feeds; -fed /-'fed/; -feed-ing 
[+ obj] : to give too much food to (someone or something) ■ 
Don’t overfeed the animals. 

over-fill /,ouva'fil/ verb -fills; -filled; -fill-ing [+ obj] : to fill 
a container with too much of something ■ He overfilled the 
pail and the water spilled out. ■ an overfilled trash can 

over-fish /.ouva'fij/ verb -fish-es; -fished; -fish-ing [+ 
obj] : to catch too many fish so that there are not enough re¬ 
maining — often used as (be) overfished • The lake has been 
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overfished by both commercial and sport fishermen. 

— overfishing noun [noncount] ■ Several species were near¬ 
ly wiped out by overfishing. 

1 over-flow /.ouva-'flou/ verb -flows; -flowed; -flow-ing 

1 : to flow over the edge or top of (something) [+ obj] The 
river overflowed its banks, [no obj\ The creek overflows every 
spring. ■ The water in the tub overflowed. — often used figu¬ 
ratively ■ The large crowd filled the room and overflowed into 
the lobby. 

2 [+ obj |: to fill or cover (something) completely ■ Books and 
papers overflowed his desk. ■ The paragraph overflowed the 
page. 

3 [no obj] : to be completely filled with something : to be so 
filled that there is not enough room for anything or anyone 
more • overflowing trash cans — often + with ■ His desk was 
overflowing with papers. ■ The hotels are all filled/full to over¬ 
flowing with tourists. — often used figuratively ■ Her heart 
was overflowing with joy. 

2 OVer-flow /'ouva^flou/ noun, pi -flows [count] 

1 : an act of flowing over the edge or top of something — 
usually singular; often + of* The rescuers put up sandbags to 
stop the overflow of the river. 

2 a : the amount of something that flows over the edge or 
top of something else — usually singular ■ The overflow from 
the river flooded the field, b : the number of people or 
things that goes over a limit — usually singular; often + of ■ 
The police tried to control the overflow of traffic. ■ The com¬ 
pany hired more people to handle the overflow of phone 
calls. — sometimes used before another noun • The band 
played to an overflow crowd. [=a crowd larger than a place is 
meant to hold] 

3 : a pipe or container for liquid that overflows from some¬ 
thing else 

over-fly /.ouva^'flai/ verb -flies; -flew /-'flu:/; -flown 
/-'floun/; -fly-ing [+ obj ]: to fly over (a place) ■ The jets over¬ 
flew the stadium. 

over-ground /'ouva^graund/ adv, Brit : on or above the 
ground ■ These trains all run overground. 

— overground adj, always used before a noun ■ an over¬ 
ground train [=(US) an aboveground train] 

over-grow Aouva^'grou/ verb -grows; -grew /-'gru:/; 
-grown /-'groon/; -growing [+ obj]: to grow in an uncon¬ 
trolled way and completely cover or fill (something) ■ The 
weeds have overgrown the garden. 

— over-growth /'ouva^grouB/ noun [noncount] • He cut 
down the overgrowth. ■ Prune the branches to prevent over¬ 
growth. 

overgrown adj 

1 : covered with plants that have grown in an uncontrolled 
way ■ The garden is overgrown with weeds. ■ an overgrown 
path 

2 : grown to a size that is unusually or too large ■ an over¬ 
grown plant ■ an overgrown ego ■ He acts like an overgrown 
child. 

over-hand /'ouva'jhEend/ adj, US : made with the hand 
brought forward and down from above the shoulder ■ an 
overhand [-{Brit) overarm ] pitch/throw • an overhand tennis 
stroke — compare underhand 

— overhand adv ■ I can pitch overhand or underhand. 

1 over-hang /'ouva'ihsei)/ verb -hangs; -hung /-,hAij/; 
-hang-lng [+ obj] : to stick out beyond or hang over (some¬ 
thing) ■ A cliff overhangs the trail. ■ The patio was overhung 
by a canopy. ■ The path was overhung with willow trees. 

— overhanging adj ■ an overhanging cliff ■ The path was 
shaded by overhanging branches. 

2 overhang noun, pi -hangs [count] 

1 : a part that sticks out or hangs over something ■ The over¬ 
hang of the roof cast a shadow on the ground. 

2 : the amount by which something hangs over something 
else ■ a five-foot overhang 

over-haul /,ouv»'ha:l/ verb -hauls; -hauled; -haul-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 : to look at every part of (something) and repair or replace 
the parts that do not work ■ The mechanic overhauled the 
car’s engine. 

2 : to change (something) completely in order to improve it ■ 
They had to overhaul their original plans. ■ Lawmakers are 
overhauling the welfare program. 

— over-haul /'ouva^ha:*/ noun, pi -hauls [count] ■ The en¬ 
gine underwent a complete overhaul. ■ Lawmakers are at¬ 
tempting a major overhaul of the welfare program. 

1 0Ver-head /lOUV^'hed/ adv : above someone’s head : in the 


sky or space above someone ■ Geese were flying overhead. ■ 
A chandelier hung directly overhead. ■ People were making 
noise in the balcony overhead. 

— over-head /'ouva^hed/ adj • overhead branches. ■ over¬ 
head lights/wires 

2 OVer-head /'ouva^hed/ noun [noncount] US : costs for rent, 
heat, electricity, etc., that a business must pay and that are 
not related to what the business sells ■ Her company has very 
little overhead. ■ overhead costs — called also (Brit) overheads 
overhead projector noun, pi ~ 

-tors [count] : a device that shows 
information or pictures on a wall or 
screen by shining a light through a 
sheet with the information or pic¬ 
tures on it 

over-hear Aouva-'hia 1 / verb -hears; 

-heard /-'ha'd/; -hear-ing : to hear 
(something that was said to another 
person) by accident [+ obj] She over¬ 
heard what her boss said to his secre¬ 
tary. ■ I overheard a rumor about 
you. ■ We overheard their discussion 
of the project. = We overheard them 
discussing the project. ■ They were 
overheard discussing the project, [no overhead projector 
obj] I couldn’t help but overhear. = I 

couldn’t help overhearing. [=1 couldn’t avoid hearing what 
was said] 

over-heat /.ouva-'hkt/ verb -heats; -heat-ed; -heat-ing 

1 [no obj] : to become too hot ■ The car’s engine overheated. 

2 [+ obj] : to cause (something) to become too hot ■ I over¬ 
heated the food in the microwave. ■ Be careful not to over¬ 
heat the engine. 

over-heat-ed Aouva^hirtad/ adj 

1 : too hot ■ She worked in a stuffy, overheated office. 

2 : too excited or emotional ■ an overheated imagination/ar¬ 
gument ■ The discussion was getting overheated. 

3 of a market or economy : having too much activity, growth, 
etc. ■ The market for new houses is overheated. ■ an overheat¬ 
ed economy 

over-joyed Aouva^'cfcoid/ adj [more most —] : filled with 
great joy : very happy ■ She was overjoyed to see her sister 
again. ■ They weren’t overjoyed at the idea of working togeth¬ 
er. ■ I’m overjoyed that you can come to my party, 
over-kill /,ouv»'kil/ noun [noncount] disapproving : some¬ 
thing that is much larger, greater, etc., than what is needed 
for a particular purpose ■ Yes, we need a new car, but this 
huge truck seems like overkill. - The incident got blown out 
of proportion because of media overkill. [=the media gave it 
much more attention than it deserved] 
over-land /'ouva^lsend/ adv : on or across land instead of 
over water ■ We traveled overland by horse to the mountains. 

— overland adj ■ They made an overland journey. ■ an over¬ 
land trade route 

over-lap /.ouv^'lsep/ verb -laps; -lapped; -lap-ping 

1 : to lie over the edge of (something) : to cover part of the 
edge of (something) [+ obj ] The roof shingles overlap each 
other, [no obj] The roof shingles overlap. ■ The petals of the 
flower overlap. - The flower has overlapping petals. 

2 : to happen at the same time as something else [no obj] — 
often + with ■ Baseball season overlaps with football season in 
September. [+ obj] Baseball season overlaps football season 
in September. 

3 : to have parts that are the same as parts of something else 
[no obj] Some of their duties overlap. = They have/share over¬ 
lapping duties. — often + with ■ Some of the material in the 
course overlaps with what I was taught in another course. [+ 
obj] Some of your duties overlap his. 

— over-lap /'ouva^laep/ noun, pi -laps [count] The map 
shows an overlap in the regions controlled by the two 
tribes, [noncount] There is some overlap between the two 
courses. [=the courses cover some of the same material] 

1 over-lay Aouva'lei/ verb -lays; -laid /-'leid/; -lay-ing [+ 
obj] : to cover (something) with a layer of another material 

— often + with - She overlaid the photograph with a piece of 
glass. ■ The tabletop is overlaid with maible. — often used 
figuratively ■ Her song was overlaid with sad lyrics and me¬ 
lodic vocals. 

2 OVer-lay /'ouva^lei/ noun, pi -lays 

1 : material that covers the complete surface or part of the 
surface of something and that changes its appearance [non¬ 
count] a silver ring with gold overlay [count] The wooden ta- 
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ble has a marble overlay. — often used figuratively ■ Her 
voice had an overlay of sadness. [=there was a sad quality in 
her voice] 

2 [count] : a transparent sheet with information or pictures 
on it that is placed on top of another sheet to change what is 
being shown 

Over*leaf /'ouv9|li:f/ adv, chiefly Brit : on the other side of 
the page ■ You can find the answers overleaf '. 
over-lie /|Ouva* p lai/ verb -lies; -lay /-lei/; -lain /-'lem/; -ly¬ 
ing [+ obj] formal : to lie over or on (something) * Sand over- 
lies the clay. 

— overlying adj • the overlying layers of rock 
overload /.ouva-'loud/ verb -loads; -load-ed; -loading 

[+ obj] 

1 : to put too great a load on or in (something) ■ Don’t over¬ 
load the washing machine. — often + with • The truck was 
overloaded with wood. — often used figuratively • He over- 
loaded his essay with facts and figures. 

2 : to give too much work to (someone) — often + with ■ My 
boss is overloading me with extra work. 

3 : to cause (something, such as an electrical circuit) to be 
used for too many things at the same time ■ That outlet is 
overloaded and could start a fire. ■ an overloaded circuit 

— over-load /'ouva^loud/ noun, pi -loads [count] The 
barge had an overload of cargo. • Fires can start from cir¬ 
cuit overloads, [noncount] I’m suffering from advertising 
overload. [=1 have been seeing too many advertisements; I 
am sick of advertisements] • information overload 

over-long Aouv&'la:!)/ adj : longer than usual or necessary 
: too long ■ an overlong essay • The movie/meeting was over- 
long. 

over-look /.ouva-Muk/ verb -looks; -looked; -look-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 a : to fail to see or notice (something) • The detective over¬ 
looked an important clue, b : to pay no attention to (some¬ 
thing) • She learned to overlook [= ignore] her boyfriend’s mi¬ 
nor faults. ■ Such a crime should not be overlooked. 

2 : to not consider (someone) for a job, position, promotion, 
etc. ■ The quarterback was overlooked by other teams. — of¬ 
ten +for ■ I was overlooked for a promotion. 

3 a : to rise above (something) • the mountains that overlook 
the village b : to have a view looking down at (something) ■ 
We rented a suite that overlooks the lake. 

Over-lord / , ouva‘ 1 loa'd/ noun, pi -lords [count] ; a person 
who has power over a large number of people • He is the 
overlord of the underground gambling industry. ■ a colonial 
overlord 

over-ly / l ou\?r\\/ adv : to an excessive degree : too • These 
directions are overly complex. ■ She’s overly sensitive to criti¬ 
cism. ■ They didn’t seem overly concerned about the prob¬ 
lem. 

Over-matched /,ouva-*m£etft/ adj : fighting or competing 
against a much stronger opponent • The boxer was badly 
overmatched. • They wiped out the overmatched rebel army. 
Over-much Aouv^'mAtf/ adv : too much or very much — 
usually used in negative statements • Her comments didn’t 
bother me overmuch. 

1 0ver-night /.ouv&'nait/ adv 

1 : for or during the entire night • He stayed overnight and 
went home the next day. ■ Let the paint dry overnight. 

2 : very quickly or suddenly • The novel made her famous 
overnight. 

2 overnight adj 

1 : happening, traveling, or staying during the night • They 
went on an overnight bus trip. ■ an overnight train • Overnight 
guests are not allowed in the dormitory. 

2 : happening very quickly or suddenly • The show was an 
overnight success. 

Overnight bag noun, pi ~ bags [count] : a bag for carry¬ 
ing the clothes and other things that you take for an over¬ 
night trip 

OVer-night-er Aouva^naita 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 a : an overnight trip • He is on an ovemighter. b : over¬ 
night bag • You should pack an ovemighter. 

2 : a person who stays somewhere overnight • Ovemighters 
will appreciate^ the area’s fine hotels. 

OVer-op-ti-miS-tiC Aouva^aipta'mistik/ adj, disapproving 
: expecting something to be much better in the future : too 
optimistic • He is overoptimistic about his future success. 
Over- pass /'ouva^pges, Brit 'auva.pais/ noun, pi -pass-es 
[count] US : a bridge that allows a road or railroad to cross 
over another • Boys stood beneath the highway overpass. ■ 


Traffic was stalled on the overpass. — called also (Brit) fly¬ 
over’, compare underpass 

over-pay /.ouv&'pei/ verb -pays; -paid /-'peid/; -pay-ing 

1 : to pay too much for something [no obj] He overpaid for 
his car. [+ obj] I accidentally overpaid the plumber. 

2 [+ obj] disapproving : to pay (someone) more money for a 
job than is deserved • She is overpaid for the work she does. ■ 
The company tends to overpay upper management. • over¬ 
paid baseball players — opposite underpay 

- over-pay-ment /.ouv^'peimant/ noun, pi -merits 
[count, noncount] 

over-play /.ouva^'plei/ verb -plays; -played; -play-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 : to give too much attention to (something) : to make 
(something) seem more important than it really is • The net¬ 
work news overplayed the story just to get good ratings. 

— opposite underplay 

2 disapproving : to show too much emotion when acting in a 
play, movie, etc. ■ He overplayed the death scene. 
overplay your hand also overplay your cards : to make a 

mistake because you believe that your position is stronger 
or better than it really is ■ The union overplayed its hand by 
demanding too much, causing the company to withdraw 
what would have been its best offer, 
over-pop-u-la-tion /louva^paipja'leijan/ noun [noncount] 

: a situation in which too many people or animals live in a 
certain area • He is studying the problem of deer overpopula¬ 
tion. ■ world overpopulation 

- over-pop-u-lat-ed Aouva-'paipja.leitad/ adj • the short¬ 
age of housing in overpopulated cities 

over-pow-er Aouv^'pawa-/ verb -ers; -ered; -er-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 : to defeat or gain control of (someone or something) by 
using force • She was able to overpower her attacker. • The 
police overpowered the man and handcuffed him. • The 
troops were overpowered by the stronger enemy forces. 

2 : to affect (someone) very strongly or severely • The smell 
overpowered [= overwhelmed] us. • We were overpowered 
[= overcome ] by hunger/grief. 

3 : to have more strength, force, or effect than (someone or 
something) • His personality overpowers everyone else’s. ■ 
The delicate taste of the wine was overpowered by the spici¬ 
ness of the food. 

overpowering adj [more most ~]: very strong or pow¬ 
erful • an overpowering smell • an overpowering fastball - He 
has an overpowering personality. ■ I felt an overpowering urge 
to tell him what I really thought of him. 
over-price /.ouva-'prais/ verb -pric-es; -priced; -pric-ing 
[+ obj] : to give a price that is too high to (something) : to 
price (something) too high • The store was guilty of overpric¬ 
ing its goods. ■ Everything in the store is grossly overpriced. • 
overpriced jewelry 

over-print /,ouv» p print/ verb -prints; -print-ed; -print¬ 
ing [+ obj] : to add something to (a picture, document, etc.) 
by printing — usually + with ■ They overprinted the photo 
with red lettering. • The money is overprinted with pictures of 
the queen. 

OVer-pro-dllC-tion Aouverpra'd AkJan/ noun [noncount] 

; the act of producing more of something than is needed or 
wanted ■ The overproduction of oil caused the fuel companies 
to lower their prices. • Heartburn can be caused by the over¬ 
production of stomach acid. 

over-pro-tec-tive Aouv^pra'tektiv/ adj : trying too hard 
to protect someone (such as a child) from danger ■ His over- 
protective mother won’t let him go out after dark. • He is 
overprotective of his little sister, 
over-qual-i-fied Aouva^kwailajaid/ adj : having more ex¬ 
perience, knowledge, or training than is needed ■ They didn’t 
hire her because she was overqualified for the job. 
over-rate /'ouva^reit/ verb -rates; -rat-ed; -rat-ing [+ obj] 
: to rate, value, or praise (someone or something) too highly 
• The coach tends to overrate the players on his own team. 

— overrated adj [more most ~] ■ (disapproving) That 
movie was disappointing and highly/very overrated. 

over-reach Aouv^'riitf/ verb -reach-es; -reached; 
-reach-ing : to try to do something that is beyond your 
ability to do [no obj] She overreaches in her latest book, and 
her argument is not convincing. [+ obj] The company over¬ 
reached itself and ran out of money after one year, 
over-re-act /.ouvari'sekt/ verb -acts; -act-ed; -act-ing 
[no obj] : to respond to something with an emotion that is 
too strong or an action that is unnecessary : to react to 
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something too strongly ■ My mother overreacted when she 
learned that I had been in an accident. ■ The news media al¬ 
ways overreacts to any kind of scandal. ■ He overreacted to his 
bad grades by quitting school. 

— over-re-ac-tion /'Ouvari'sekjan/ noun, pi -tions [count, 
noncount ] ■ His angry response was an overreaction. 

over-ride /.ouva^'raid/ verb -rides; -rode /-'rood/; -rid¬ 
den /-'ndp/; -rid-ing [+ obj ] 

1 : to make (something) no longer valid ■ Congress overrode 
the President’s veto. ■ These new rules override the old ones. 

2 : to have more importance or influence than (something) ■ 
Don’t let anger override common sense. 

3 : to stop an action that is done automatically by using a 
special command ■ You must enter a code to override the 
alarm. ■ She overrode the default settings on her computer. 

Overriding adj, always used before a noun : more important 
than anything else ■ We have one overriding concern. ■ The 
weather is the overriding factor in deciding whether to cancel 
the picnic. 

over-ripe /ouva>'raip/ adi 

1 : grown or aged past the point of ripeness and beginning to 
decay : too ripe ■ overripe fruit/cheese 

2 a : not new or young ■ an overripe [ =aging ] rock star b 
: not fresh or original ■ overripe [=trite] prose 

over-rule /ouv^'ruil/ verb -rules; -ruled; -rul-lng [+ obj] 
: to decide that (something or someone) is wrong : to rule 
against (something or someone) ■ The judge overruled the ob- 
jection/attomey. ■ His conviction was overruled by the su¬ 
preme court. — sometimes used figuratively ■ We sometimes 
let our hearts overrule our sense of reason. 

1 over-run /.ouva-VAn/ verb -runs; -ran /-'ran/; -run; -run¬ 
ning [+obj] 

1 : to enter and be present in (a place) in large numbers ■ 
The tank divisions overran the countryside. ■ The city was 
being overrun by enemy troops. ■ Rats overran the ship. ■ In 
the summer, the town is overrun with/by tourists. [=is filled 
with tourists] 

2 ; to run or go beyond or past (something) ■ The runner 
overran [=ran past] third base. ■ The plane overran the run¬ 
way. ■ The stream has overrun [overflowed] its banks. ■ His 
speech overran the time allowed. 

3 ; to spread over or throughout (something) ■ Weeds over¬ 
ran the garden. = The garden was overrun with/by weeds. ■ 
Crime overran the neighborhood. 

2 OVer-run /'ouv0>,rAn/ noun, pi -runs [count]: an amount of 
money that is spent and that is more than the expected or 
planned amount ■ cost/budget overruns 
over-seas Aouv^'srz/ adv : in or to a foreign country that 
is across a sea or ocean ■ I lived overseas [^abroad] for a time. 
■ The troops were sent overseas. 

— over-seas /'ouv^,si:z/ adj • overseas fiights/markets 
over-see /,ouv3>'si:/ verb -sees; -saw /-'sa:/; -seen /-'si:n/; 

-see-ing [+ obj] : to watch and direct (an activity, a group of 
workers, etc.) in order to be sure that a job is done correctly 
: supervise ■ He was hired to oversee design and construc¬ 
tion of the new facility. 

over-seer /'ouva i l sr.ja>/ noun, pi -seers [count] : a person 
who watches and directs the work of other people in order to 
be sure that a job is done correctly ■ She was named overseer 
[supervisor] of new product development. ■ government/in¬ 
dustry overseers ■ (US) a plantation/slave overseer [=the per¬ 
son who was in charge of the slaves on a plantation] 
over-sell / a ouva >p sel/ verb -sells; -sold /-'sould/; -sell-ing 
[+ obj] 

1 : to accept payment or reservations for more rooms, seats, 
tickets, etc., than you have available ■ Hotels routinely over¬ 
sell their rooms, expecting a small percentage of no-shows. ■ 
The concert was oversold. [=more tickets were sold than 
there were seats] ■ an oversold [overbooked] flight 

2 : to praise (something or someone) too much ■ Don’t over¬ 
sell yourself in the job interview. ■ The salesman oversold the 
features on the new model. 

over-sen-si-tive Aouva-'sensotiv/ adj : too sensitive; such 
as a : too easily upset or offended ■ Oversensitive readers 
might be unhappy with some parts of the book. ■ students 
who are oversensitive to criticism b ; acting or reacting too 
quickly • a car with oversensitive brakes 
over-sexed /.oova-'sekst/ adj : having more interest in sex 
than is usual ■ a movie about oversexed college students 
OVer-shad-OW Aouv^ftedou/ verb -ows; -owed; -ow¬ 
ing [+ obj] 

1 : to cause (something or someone) to seem less important 


or impressive when compared to something or someone else 

■ The pitcher’s outstanding performance should not over¬ 
shadow the achievements of the rest of the team. — often 
used as (be) overshadowed ■ She felt overshadowed by the 
success of her brother. 

2 : to make (something) less enjoyable because of sadness, 
fear, or worry — often used as (be) overshadowed ■ Their 
lives are overshadowed by the constant threat of earth¬ 
quakes. ■ Recent peace efforts have been overshadowed by vi¬ 
olence. 

3 : to cast a shadow over (something) ■ a house overshad¬ 
owed by tall trees [=a house with tall trees next to it] 

over-shoe /'ouva^Ju:/ noun, pi -shoes [count] : a rubber 
shoe worn over another shoe in bad weather 
over-shoot /,ouv»\fu:t/ verb -shoots; -shot /-'/art/; 
-shoot-ing [+ obj] : to go over or beyond (something) ■ The 
plane overshot the runway. ■ He overshot the target. ■ We’re 
afraid that costs may overshoot [^exceed] projections. ■ 
Sometimes we overshoot our time limits, 
over-sight /'ouv^sait/ noun, pi -sights 

1 [count] : a mistake made because someone forgets or fails 
to notice something ■ The fact that you didn’t get an invita¬ 
tion is surely just an oversight. ■ The error was a simple over¬ 
sight. 

2 [noncount] : the act or job of directing work that is being 
done ■ The new manager was given oversight of the project. ■ 
a congressional oversight committee [=a congressional com¬ 
mittee that oversees something] 

over-sim-pli-fy Aouva^'simpla^ai/ verb -ties; -fled; -ty¬ 
ing : to describe (something) in a way that does not include 
all the facts and details and that causes misunderstanding [+ 
obj] The article oversimplifies the problem. ■ She tends to 
oversimplify things, [no obj] We must resist the temptation to 
oversimplify. 

— over-sim-pli-fi-ca-tion Aouva'jSimplafa'keiJan/ noun, pi 
-tions [count, noncount] 

over-size ^ouva^'saiz/ or over-sized Aouver'saizd/ adj 
: larger than the normal size : very large ■ an oversize pack¬ 
age 

over-sleep /(Ouv^'sliip/ verb -sleeps; -slept /-'slept/; 
-sleeping [no obj] : to sleep past the time when you 
planned to get up • Be sure to set your alarm clock so that 
you don’t oversleep. 

over-spend Aouva^'spend/ verb -spends; -spent 

/-'spent/; -spend-ing : to spend more than the planned or 
proper amount of money [no obj] The studio clearly over¬ 
spent on marketing, and the movie was still a flop. (+ obj] 
We try not to overspend our budget. [=to spend more than 
our budget allows] 

— overspend noun, pi -spends [count] Brit • The govern¬ 
ment overspend on administrative costs hit record levels. 

over-spill / , ouva‘ l spil/ noun, Brit: the movement of people 
from crowded cities to less crowded areas [singular] an over¬ 
spill into nearby towns [noncount] a new town built to ab¬ 
sorb London’s overspill 

over-staffed Aouva^'sUeft, Brit ,3UV3*sta:ft/ adj : having 
more workers than is necessary ■ The store is overstaffed and 
will probably begin to lay off some workers, 
over-state /,ouv^'steit/ verb -states; -stat-ed; -stat-ing 
[+ obj] : to say that (something) is larger or greater than it re¬ 
ally is ■ The company overstated revenue [=the company re¬ 
ported more revenue than it actually earned] for the past 
year. ■ It would be overstating the case to say that it was a 
matter of life or death. ■ It would be difficult to overstate the 
damage done by the storm. [=the storm did a great amount 
of damage] ■ The importance of tomorrow’s test cannot be 
overstated, ^tomorrow’s test is very important] 

— over-state-ment Aouv^steitmant/ noun, pi -merits 
[count] an overstatement of profits ■ It’s not an overstate¬ 
ment to say that he’ll eat anything, [noncount] He is often 
given to overstatement. 

over-stay /,ouv»'stei/ verb -stays; -stayed; -stay-ing [+ 

obj] : to stay longer than you are expected or allowed to stay 

■ She was guilty of overstaying a student visa. ■ Don’t overstay 
your welcome. [=do not stay longer than you should] 

over-step /,ouv3>'step/ verb -steps; -stepped; -step¬ 
ping [+ obj] : to go beyond what is proper or allowed by 
(something) ■ The judges overstepped their authority. [=the 
judges did something that they are not allowed to do] "He 
overstepped the bounds/l/mlts of good taste. [=he did some¬ 
thing that was not proper] ■ She warned us not to overstep 
the mark/line. [=do something that is not proper or allowed] 
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OVer-Stim-U-late /.ouv^'stimjadeit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; 
-lat-ing [+ obj] : to cause (someone or something) to be¬ 
come too active or excited : to stimulate (someone or some¬ 
thing) too much ■ antibodies that overstimulate the thyroid ■ 
an overstimulated child 

— over-stim-u-la-tion ^ouva^stimja'leijan/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

over-Stock Aouva^staik/ verb -stocks; -stocked; 
-stock’! ng [+ obj] : to cause (something) to have a larger 
amount of something than is needed or wanted — often 
used as (be) overstocked - The stores are overstocked with toys 
around Christmas. ■ The pond is overstocked with fish. ■ an 
overstocked refrigerator/warehouse 

— overstock /'ouva>tSta:k/ noun [noncount] ■ At the end of 
the season, the overstock is sold off at a discount. 

over-stretch /.ouva-'stretf/ verb -stretch-es; -stretched; 
-stretch-1 ng [+ obj] 

1 : to stretch (something) too far or too much ■ Take care 
not to overstretch his sweater. ■ overstretch a muscle 

2 chiefly Brit : to try to do too much with (something) ■ 
Don’t overstretch your resources. : to try to make (someone) 
do too much ■ an overstretched serving staff ■ Home buyers 
should not financially overstretch themselves. [=not spend 
more money than they can afford to spend] 

over-stuffed /.ouv^'suft/ adj 

1 : completely full or too full ■ overstaffed plastic bags ■ 
pockets overstaffed with cash 

2 of furniture : having a large amount of soft padding ; very 
soft and comfortable ■ an overstaffed armchair 

OVer-SUb-SCribed Aouva-sab'skraibd/ adj — used to de¬ 
scribe a situation in which something is wanted by many 
people but there are not enough copies, rooms, etc., for ev¬ 
eryone ■ an oversubscribed stock issue ■ an oversubscribed 
course/school 

OVer-SUp-ply /'ouvass^lai/ noun, pi -plies [count] : an 
amount of something that is more than is needed or wanted ■ 
An oversupply of office space drove down rent prices. ■ There 
is a global oversupply of sugar. 

Overt /ou'va*/ adj [more most ~] : easily seen : not secret 
or hidden : obvious ■ overt hostility — opposite covert 

— overt-ly adv ■ an overtly religious reference 
over-take /.ouv^'teik/ verb -takes; -took /-'tuk/; -tak-en 

/-'teiksn/; -tak-lng 

1 a [+ obj] : to move up to and past (someone or something 
that is in front of you) by moving faster • The car overtook 
[-passed] the leader of the race on the turn. ■ She overtook 
the other runners and went on to win the race. — often used 
figuratively ■ All of the other candidates hope to overtake the 
front-runner by election day. ■ Obesity may soon overtake 
smoking as the leading cause of preventable deaths. ■ Frank 
has overtaken his father in height. [=Frank is now taller than 
his father] b [no obj] Brit : to go past another vehicle that is 
moving more slowly in the same direction ■ Never overtake 
[=(US) pass] on a curve. ■ The sign says “No Overtaking .” 

2 [+ obj] : to happen to or affect (someone) in a sudden and 
unexpected way • The pain overtook him. • Seasickness can 
overtake passengers when the ship encounters a storm. ■ 
Sleep had overtaken them. ■ I could feel the impulse to buy it 
overtaking [= seizing ] me. 

overtaken by events : forced to be changed because of 
something that has suddenly and unexpectedly happened ■ 
The original date for the meeting was overtaken by events 
and had to be changed. 

over-tax /.ouv^'tseks/ verb -tax-es; -taxed; -tax-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 : to make (someone or something) do more than that per¬ 
son or thing is able to do or should do : to make heavy de¬ 
mands on (someone or something) ■ New housing develop¬ 
ment in the town will overtax sewer and drinking water 
systems. ■ We are afraid the trip might overtax his health/ 
strength. ■ The children overtaxed her patience. ■ The hospi¬ 
tal’s overtaxed emergency room needs more doctors. 

2 : to make (people) pay too much in taxes • He claims that 
the city has been overtaxing its residents for years. 

OVer—the—COUnter adj, always used before a noun 

1 : available for purchase without a special note (called a 
prescription) from a doctor ■ an over-the-counter medication 
■ over-the-counter drugs — abbr. OTC\ see also over the 
counter at ‘counter 

2 US, business : not traded on an organized stock exchange ■ 
an over-the-counter stock 

Over—the—top adi [more most ~] informal : going be¬ 


yond what is expected, usual, normal, or appropriate : exces¬ 
sive or exaggerated ■ an over-the-top performance — see also 
over the top at ‘top 

over-throw Aouv^Brou/ verb -throws; -threw /-'0ru:/; 
-thrown /-'6roun/; -throw-1 ng [+ obj] 

1 : to remove (someone or something) from power especial¬ 
ly by force ■ overthrow a government ■ The dictator was over¬ 
thrown. 

2 US, sports : to throw a ball over or past (someone) ■ He 
overthrew the first baseman. = He overthrew first base. ■ The 
quarterback overthrew his receiver. 

— over-throw /'ouva^Grou/ noun, pi -throws [count, non¬ 
count] 

Over-time /*ouva , |taim/ noun [noncount] 

1 a : time spent working at your job that is in addition to 
your normal working hours ■ I worked two hours of overtime 
last week. ■ He was doing a lot of overtime to save for his va¬ 
cation. b : the money paid for work that is done in addition 
to your normal working hours ■ How much did you earn last 
month in overtimed ■ overtime pay 

2 : extra time added to a game when the score is tied at the 
end of the normal playing time ■ The game went into over¬ 
time. • They lost the game In overtime. — often used before 
another noun ■ an overtime win/period/game 

— overtime adv ■ He has been working overtime. — often 
used figuratively ■ Her imagination was working overtime. 
[=her imagination was extremely active] ■ He’s been work¬ 
ing overtime [^working very hard] around the house to 
please his wife. 

OVer-tired Aouva-'taj&d/ adj • extremely tired ■ I’ve been 
feeling overtired and stressed out. 
over-tone /'oiiva 1 ,toun/ noun, pi -tones [count] 

1 : an idea or quality that is suggested without being said di¬ 
rectly ■ Their words carried an overtone [-hint, suggestion] of 
menace. ■ racist/political overtones 

2 : a very small amount of something ■ The wine has over¬ 
tones of fruitiness. [=hints of the taste of fruit] 

3 music : a higher tone that is part of the sound of a musical 
note 

over-ture /'ouv^>/ noun, pi -tures [count] 

1 : a piece of music played at the start of an opera, a musical 
play, etc. 

2 : something that is offered or suggested with the hope that 
it will start a relationship, lead to an agreement, etc. ■ The 
government has made a significant peace overture by open¬ 
ing the door to negotiation. ■ He was making (romantic/sex¬ 
ual) overtures to her during dinner. ■ The company’s board 
rejected overtures [= offers ] for a merger. 

3 : the first part of an event : the beginning of something ■ 
Experts feared that the tremor was an overture [= prelude ] to 
a major earthquake. 

over-turn /.ouv^'twi/ verb -turns; -turned; -turn-ing 

1 a [+ obj] : to turn (something) over ■ The dog overturned 
the bowl, b [no obj] : to turn over ■ The truck went off the 
road and overturned several times. 

2 [+ obj] : to decide that (a ruling, decision, etc.) is wrong 
and change it : reverse • The court overturned his convic¬ 
tion. 

1 over-use /,ouv»'ju:z/ verb -us-es; -used; -us-ing [+ obj] 
: to use (something) too much or too often ■ Try not to over¬ 
use the medication. ■ an overused phrase 
2 OVer-USe Aouva^'jurs/ noun [noncount] : too much use ■ the 
overuse of antibiotics ■ The couch sagged from overuse. 
over-val-ue /.ouva^'vselju/ verb -val-ues; -val-ued; -val¬ 
uing [+ obj] 

1 : to place too high a value on (something) ■ Is property in 
this part of town overvalued! [=priced too high] 

2 : to give too much importance to (something) ■ He overval¬ 
ues the opinions of his friends. 

over-view /‘ouva'ivju:/ noun, pi -views [count] : a general 
explanation or description of something : summary ■ I was 
asked to give an overview of the company’s sales figures. ■ 
This book provides a broad/general overview of American 
history. 

Over-ween-ing Aouva^'wiin it)/adj, formal + disapproving 

1 : too confident or proud ■ speeches by overweening politi¬ 
cians 

2 : too great : excessive and unpleasant ■ overweening ambi¬ 
tion/pride 

over-weight /,ouva^eit/ adj [more most ~] : weighing 

more than the normal or expected amount: too heavy • He’s 
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only slightly overweight. ■ He looked to be at least 20 pounds 
overweight. • an overweight package 

overwhelm /iOuva-'welm/ verb -whelms; -whelmed; 
-whelm-ing [+ obj\ 

1 : to affect (someone) very strongly ■ Grief overwhelmed 
her. = She was overwhelmed by grief. [=she felt grief so 
strongly that she was unable to think or act in a normal way] 
■ Her neighbor’s kindness overwhelmed her. I=moved her 
deeply] 

2 : to cause (someone) to have too many things to deal with ■ 
The many requests for assistance overwhelmed them. = They 
were overwhelmed by the many requests for assistance. 
[=they could not respond to the many requests for assistance 
because there were too many] ■ Don’t overwhelm him with 
facts. ■ They were overwhelmed with work. 

3 : to defeat (someone or something) completely ■ The city 
was overwhelmed by the invading army. ■ She was over¬ 
whelmed at the polls. [=she was badly defeated in the elec¬ 
tion] 

4 : to cover over (something) completely with water • The 
boat was overwhelmed [-engulfed] by a huge wave. 

OVer*whelm*ing /,ouvywelmir)/ adj [more most —] 

1 : very great in number, effect, or force • The response was 
overwhelming. • overwhelming [=very strong] evidence/sup¬ 
port • an overwhelming majority/success 

2 — used to describe something that is so confusing, diffi¬ 
cult, etc., that you feel unable to do it ■ She found the job 
overwhelming at first. 

— over-whelm-ing-ly adv • The town voted overwhelmingly 
for the new library. - an overwhelmingly difficult task 

over-win-ter /.ouva^winta-/ verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing 
[no obj] : to spend or survive the winter • The geese will over¬ 
winter in a warmer climate. 

over-work /.ouv^'w^k/ verb -works; -worked; -work¬ 
ing 

1 : to work too hard [no obj\ The whole crew seemed ex¬ 
hausted, probably from overworking. [+ obj] The captain 
routinely overworked the crew. 

2 [+ obj] : to use (something) too much or too often ■ He 
overworks the melody in the song. ■ overwork a phrase 

3 [+ obj] : to work on (something) too much ■ She over¬ 
worked the painting. ■ If you overwork the dough, the bread 
will be tough. 

— overwork noun [noncount] • They were exhausted from 
overwork. — overworked adj ■ He says that he’s over¬ 
worked and underpaid. • She always looks tired and over¬ 
worked. ■ an overworked phrase/expression 

OVer-write /,ouv^'rait/ verb -writes; -wrote /-'rout/; 
-writ-ten /-'run/; -writ-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to replace information in (a computer file) with 
new information ■ overwrite the existing file 

2 : to write in a way that is too detailed or complicated [no 
obj] The author has a tendency to overwrite. [+ obj] — usual¬ 
ly used as (be) overwritten • The novel was overwritten and 
dull. 

over-wrought Aouva^'rait/ adj [more —; most ~]: very ex¬ 
cited or upset ■ The witness became overwrought as she de¬ 
scribed the crime. ■ an overwrought performance 
OVer-zeal-OUS /.ouva-'zebs/ adj [more most —]: too ea¬ 

ger or enthusiastic : too zealous • overzealous fans • overzeal- 
ous enforcement of the rules 

— over-zeal-ous-ly adv - over-zeal-ous-ness noun 
[noncount] 

ovi-duct /'ouva.dAkt/ noun, pi -ducts [count] biology : a 
tube through which eggs pass from the ovary of a female an¬ 
imal 

OVOid /'ou,void/ adj, formal : shaped like an egg ■ an ovoid 
leaf 

OVU-late /'a:vj3,leit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -lat-ing [no obj] 
biology, of a woman or a female animal : to produce eggs 
within the body 

— ovu-la-tion Aaivjs'leijan/ noun [noncount] 

OVUm /'ouvam/ noun, pi ova /*oova/ [count] biology : 'egg 

3 

OW /'au/ interj — used to express sudden pain * Owl That 
hurts! 

owe /'ou/ verb owes; owed; ow-ing 

1 : to need to pay or repay money to a person, bank, busi¬ 
ness, etc. [+ obj] I still owe money on the car. [=1 have not 
yet paid back all the money I borrowed to buy the car] ■ We 
owe no income tax. ■ He owes me $5. • Don’t I owe money to 
you? = Don’t I owe you money? ■ I owe the bank a lot of 


money. ■ Additional payments are owed on the mortgage. • 
How much is owed ? = What is the amount owed? • How 
much do I owe (you) for this? [no obj] I still owe on the car. 

2 [+ obj] a : to need to do or give something to someone 
who has done something for you or given something to you ■ 
I owe you a drink/favor. • I owe you my thanks. ■ ( informal ) 
What do you mean you won’t help? You owe me! ■ She still 
owes me for all the times I’ve helped her out. ■ Thanks for 
your help. I owe you one. [=1 will give you help when you 
need it] b — used to say that something should be done for 
or given to someone • You owe me an explanation. ■ I owe 
you an apology. • The senator is owed a degree of respect. 
[=the senator deserves some respect] ■ We owe it to the veter¬ 
ans to build a memorial. [=we should build a memorial to 
honor and thank the veterans] ■ You owe it to yourself to 
have fun. I=you deserve to let yourself have fun] ■ He owes it 
to himself to travel while he still can. 

3 [+ obj] — used to indicate the person or thing that made 
something possible ■ She owes her family for her success. 
[=her family enabled her to become successful] — often + to 
■ I owe my success to my teachers. [=my teachers deserve 
credit for my success] ■ She owes her success to hard work. 
[=she has succeeded because of hard work] ■ He owes his 
wealth to his father. ■ He owes his fame to several movies. 
[=he is famous because he was in several movies] ■ His suc¬ 
cess owes more to luck than skill. [=is more because of luck 
than skill] ■ I owe my life to the surgeon’s skill. [=the sur¬ 
geon’s skill saved my life] ■ We owe our understanding of 
gravity to Newton. 

owe a debt of gratitude/thanks to someone see debt 

owing adj, not used before a noun , Brit : due to be paid ■ Do 
you have any bills owing? [=any bills that you have not yet 
paid] 

Owing to prep : because of (something) • The ambassador 
was absent owing to [=due to] illness. • She walks with a limp 
owing to a childhood injury. 

OWl /'awal/ noun, pi owls [count] : a bird that usually hunts 
at night and that has a large head and eyes, a powerful 
hooked beak, and strong claws — see color picture on page 
C9; see also barn owl, night owl, screech owl 

OWl-et /'aubt/ noun, pi -ets [count]: a young or small owl 

OWl-iSh /'aulij/ adj ■ resembling or suggesting an owl • an 
owlish face ■ owlish eyes/glasses — often used to describe a 
person who wears round glasses and seems serious and intel¬ 
ligent 

1 own /'oun/ acjj, always used before a noun 

1 — used to say that something belongs or relates to a par¬ 
ticular person or thing and to no other; always used after a 
possessive (such as “my,” “your,” or “their”) ■ We each had 
our own book. • The star of the show needs his own private 
dressing room. ■ Each of the houses is beautiful in its own 
way. • His novel is based on his own personal experiences. ■ 
“In my own experience,” she said, "I have found that women 
are better workers than men.” ■ My father built this boat 
with his own (two) hands. ■ I’ve got my own problems; I don’t 
have time to listen to yours. ■ She had her own reasons for 
not wanting to go. • Mind your own business! This has noth¬ 
ing to do with you! ■ I don’t like punishing you, but it’s for 
your own good. ■ It’s your own fault that you failed the test. 
You should have studied more. ■ He's too old for her. Why 
doesn’t she date someone her own age? [=someone who is 
the same age as her] • I now have my very own office! 

2 — used to stress the fact that a person does or makes 
something without the help of other people; always used af¬ 
ter a possessive • She’s always dreamed of starting her own 
business. ■ They built their own home. ■ I’m going out to¬ 
night, so you’ll have to cook your own dinner. ■ He acted as 
his own lawyer during the trial. 

2 OWn pronoun : something or someone that belongs or relates 
to a particular person or thing and to no other — always 
used after a possessive (such as “my,” “your,” “their,” or 
“Joe’s”) • The teacher gave out books so that each of us had 
our own. • Do you want to share a bag of popcorn, or should 
we each get our own? ■ He loves children and would like one 
of his own someday. • We’ve got problems of our own. - I 
have a few ideas of my own. • The Senator’s views are entire¬ 
ly his own and do not represent those of his party. ■ The band 
has a style all its own. l=no other band has the same style] * I 
don’t need much—just a little place to call my own. I=just a 
little place that belongs only to me] ■ The apartment isn’t 
much, but she’s made It her own. [=she has changed it to suit 
her; she has personalized it] • Through no fault of their own , 
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these children are forced to live in poverty. ■ When you’re a 

little older, you can have a bike of your very own. 

come into your own see ‘come 

get your own back see get back at get 

hold your own see ‘hold 

on your own 1 : without being helped by anyone or any¬ 
thing ■ He’s still too weak to stand on his own. ■ No one had 
to tell me; I found out on my own. ■ The rash went away on 
its own after a few days. ■ Keys don’t just disappear on their 
own. You must have left them somewhere. • I came up with 
the idea all on my own. 2 a : without anyone or anything 
else : alone ■ She lived on her own for a few years before 
getting married, b : in a state or condition in which there 
is nobody to help you • If you mess up, you’re on your own. 

■ They can’t survive on their own in the wilderness. 
to each his own or each to his own see 2 each 

3 OWn verb owns; owned; own-ing 

1 not used in progressive tenses [+ obj\ : to have (something) 
as property : to legally possess (something) • We hope to 
someday own our own home. ■ She drives a red truck that 
was originally owned by her grandfather. ■ He owns the rights 
to the band’s music. ■ a publicly /privately owned company ■ 
The couple owns and operates the business. ■ ( disapproving) 
He walks/struts around here like he owns the place. [=like 
someone who has the right to tell other people what to do] 

2 old-fashioned : to admit that something is true [+ obj] Af¬ 
ter everyone else denied any responsibility, he owned that he 
was at fault, [no obj\ — usually + to ■ He would not own to 
the mistake. [=he would not admit the mistake] 

own up [phrasal verb] : to admit that you have done a usual¬ 
ly bad thing : to confess to something • I know he broke 
the window, but so far, he hasn’t owned up. — usually + to 

■ I’m waiting for him to own up to it. 
own—brand adj, Brit : store-brand 

OWn«er /'ouna*/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person or group 
that owns something ■ Who’s the owner of that car? [=who 
owns that car?; whose car is that?] • The restaurant’s previ¬ 
ous owner was unable to make a profit. • Congratulations! 
You are now the proud owner of a brand-new car! ■ The sto¬ 
len jewelry was found and returned to its rightful owner. — 
often used in combination ■ dog-owners and cat-owners 

— see also homeowner, landowner 

— own-er-less adj * ownerless pets 

Owner—Occupied adj : lived in by the owner ■ owner- 
occupied apartments 

— owner-occupier noun, pi -ers [count] chiefly Brit ■ rent¬ 
ers and owner-occupiers 

OWn*er«Ship /'ouna^Jip/ noun [noncount] : the state or fact 
of owning something • Home ownership is on the rise in this 
country. [=an increasing number of people own their own 
homes in this country] ■ The restaurant is now under new 
ownership. [=different people now own the restaurant] ■ The 
company is under private ownership. 
own goal noun, pi goals [count] 

1 chiefly Brit : a goal in soccer, hockey, etc., that a player ac¬ 
cidentally scores against his or her own team ■ We lost the 
game when one of our players scored an own goal for the 
other team. 

2 Brit : something that you do because you think it will help 
you but that actually hurts you ■ The workers scored an own 
goal by demanding such high wages that no one could afford 
to employ them. 

own—label adj, Brit : store-brand 
OX /'a:ks/ noun, pi ox-en /'cuksan/ also ox [count] 

1 : a bull that has had its sex organs removed 

2 : a cow or bull 

OX • bOW /'a:ks,bou/ noun, pi -bows [count] US : a place 
where a river curves in the shape of a U 
Ox*bridge /'aiks.bncfe/ adj, always used before a noun, Brit 


: of or relating to Oxford and Cambridge Universities ■ Ox¬ 
bridge graduates — compare redbrick 

— Oxbridge noun [noncount] ■ graduates of Oxbridge 
OX-cart /'aiks^aa-t/ noun, pi -carts [count] : a cart pulled 

by oxen 

OX-ford /'aiksfad/ noun, pi -fords 

1 [count] chiefly US : a low shoe usually made of leather and 
fastened with laces • a pair of oxfords 

2 a [noncount] : soft, strong cotton usually used for making 
shirts b [count] US : a shirt made of oxford • a button-down 
oxford ■ a blue oxford shirt 

OX-ide /*a;k,said/ noun, pi -ides [count, noncount] chemistry 
: a compound of oxygen and another substance ■ iron oxide 
OX-i-dize /'a:ks3,daiz/ also Brit ox-i-dise verb -diz-es; 
-dized; -diz-ing [no obj] : to become combined with oxy¬ 
gen ■ The paint oxidizes and discolors rapidly. 

— ox-i-da-tion Aaiksa'deijan/ noun [noncount] 

OX-y-gen /'aiksicfean/ noun [ noncount ] : a chemical that is 

found in the air, that has no color, taste, or smell, and that is 
necessary for life ■ breathing pure oxygen — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ an oxygen tank ■ ITie doctors monitored 
oxygen levels in her blood. 

OX-y-gen-ate /'u;ksicfe3,neit/ver6 -ates; -at*ed; -at-ing [+ 

obj] technical : to add oxygen to (something) ■ oxygenate the 
blood 

— ox-y-gen*a-tion /.aisicfea'neijan/ noun [noncount] 
Oxygen mask noun, pi ~ masks [count] : a mask worn 

over your nose and mouth so that you can breathe oxygen 
from a storage tank 

Oxygen tent noun, pi ~ tents [count] : a piece of medical 
equipment that surrounds the body or head of a patient like 
a small, clear tent and that is filled with flowing oxygen 
OX-y-mo-ron /,a:ksi l moa , ia:n/ noun, pi -rons [count] : a 
combination of words that have opposite or very different 
meanings ■ The phrase “cruel kindness” is an oxymoron. 

— ox-y-mo-ron-ic /iQiksima'raimk/ adj ■ an oxymoronic 
statement/concept 

oys-ter /'oist &/ noun, pi -ters [count] : a type of shellfish 
that has a rough shell with two parts and that is eaten both 
cooked and raw — see color picture on page C8 
the world is your oyster informal If the world is your oys¬ 

ter, your life is good and you have the ability to do whatev¬ 
er you want to do. ■ We were young and happy, and the 
world was our oyster. 

Oyster bed noun, pi ~ beds [count] : a place in the ocean 
where oysters grow 

Oyster cracker noun, pi ~ -ers [count] US : a small salted 
cracker that is usually round 

Oysters Rocke-fel-ler /-'raik^feW noun [plural] US 
: cooked oysters that are covered with various toppings 
(such as spinach) and a buttery sauce and served on their 
shells 

OZ. abbr, US ounce; ounces 

Oz/’Q :z/ noun [noncount] Brit, informal — used as a name for 
Australia 

OZOne /'ou,zoun/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a form of oxygen that is found in a layer high in the 
earth’s atmosphere ■ Scientists are concerned about ozone 
depletion. ■ an ozone-friendly product [=a product that will 
not reduce the ozone in the upper atmosphere] 

2 chiefly Brit, informal : fresh healthy air especially near the 
sea ■ A light breeze filled the rooms of our seaside cottage 
with ozone. 

OZOne hole noun,pi ~ holes [count] : an area of the ozone 
layer where there is very little ozone 
OZOne layer noun [noncount] : a layer of ozone in the up¬ 
per atmosphere that prevents dangerous radiation from the 
Sun from reaching the surface of the Earth 
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p or P /'pi:/ noun, pi p’S or ps or P’8 or Ps /'pi:z/ : the 16th 
letter of the English alphabet [count] a word that starts with 
a P [noncount] a word that starts with/? 
mind your p’s and q’s also US watch your p’s and q’s 
: to be careful about behaving in a polite or proper way ■ 
We knew to mind our p's and q’s around our aunt. 

2 p abbr 1 or p. page ■/>. 46 The abbreviation for “pages” is 
pp. m PP- 46-48 2 per • ny?h [=miles per hour] 3 Brit pence; 
penny ■ That costs 4Qp. 

pa /'pa:/ noun, pi pa a [count] informal + old-fashioned : a 
person’s father ■ my ma and pa ■ Pa, can I go out? 

D.a. abbr, chiefly Brit per annum 

1 PA abbr Pennsylvania 

2 PA /,pi:'ei/ noun, pi PAs [count] 

1 : a machine with a microphone and speakers used for 
making announcements in a public place — usually used 
with the ■ The name of the raffle winner was announced over 


the PA . — called also PA system, public address system 
2 US : PHYSICIAN’S ASSISTANT 
PAC /'peek/ noun, pi PACs [count] US : political action 

COMMITTEE 

1 pace /'peis/ noun, pi pac*es 

1 [singular] a : the speed at which someone or something 
moves ' He can run at a decent pace. [=he can run fairly fast] 

■ We walked at a leisurely pace along the shore. ■ I told the 
kids to pick/step up the pacs . [=go faster] ■ He rode his bike 
up the hill at a snail’s pace ■ [=very slowly] ■ We encourage 
you to hike the trail at your own pace • [=at a speed that suits 
you and lets you be comfortable] b : the speed at which 
something happens ■ The pace of the story was slow. ■ His 
new album is selling at a blistering/breakneck/dizzying pace. 

■ Despite quickly advancing medical technology, the pace 
[=(more commonly) rate] of change in her field remained 
slow and steady. ■ She liked the fast pace of Ilia in the city. 
[=she liked the fast way things happened in the city] — see 
also CHANGE OF PACE 

2 [count] : a single step or the length of a single step — usu¬ 
ally plural ■ The tree is about 30 paces from the front door. ■ 
The dog walked a few paces behind us. 



go through your paces : to do something in order to show 
others how well you do it ■ The athletes went through their 
paces as the coaches looked on. ■ a show horse going 
through its paces for the judges 
keep pace with : to go or make progress at the same speed 
as (someone or something else) ■ Our production can’t 
keep pace with [=keep up with] the orders coming in. ■ The 
law has not kept pace with technology. [=the law has not 
changed fast enough to reflect changes in technology] ■ 
She struggles to keep pace with her classmates. 
off the pace US : behind in a race, competition, etc. ■ The 
winner finished in 4 minutes, 30 seconds, and the next run¬ 
ner was three seconds off the pace. [=finished three seconds 
later] ■ The other runners were way off the pace. 


put someone or something through hls/her/lts paces 

: to test what someone or something can do “ We brought 
home three different computers and put them through their 
paces. 


set the pace : to be the one that is at the front in a race and 
that controls how fast the other racers have to go ■ As our 
fastest runner, he usually sets the pace for the rest of the 

team-often used figuratively ■ The company’s advanced 

equipment sets the pace for the recording industry._ se e 

also PACESETTER 

2 pace verb paces; paced; pac-lng 

1 : to walk back and forth across the same space again and 
again especially because you are nervous [+ obj] He paced 
the floor/room. [ no 0 bj\ When she gets nervous she paces 
back and forth. ■ He was pacing and mutter ng to himself. 


2 [+ obj]} to control or set the speed of (someone or some¬ 
thing) "She paced the other runners for the first half of the 
race. ■ Advertisements are paced so that they are shown 

more often dur ng peak sales seasons-see also outpace 

pace off [phrasal verb] pace (something) off or pace off 
(something) : to measure (something) by walking and 
counting the number of steps you take ■ The new garden is 
25 feet long. I paced it off. ■ Pace off 20 feet. 


pace yourself : to do something at a speed that is steady 
and that allows you to continue without becoming too 
tired ■ If you don’t pace yourself, you’ll wear yourself out. ■ 
He quickly learned he would need to pace himself so he 
could get all of his work done. 

— paced adj ■ a moderately paced stroll ■ a frenetically 
paced comedy ■ a well -paced meal ■ fast-paced music 
— pacing noun [noncount] ■ Her continuous pacing was 
making me anxious. ■ The pacing of the movie was all 
wrong. [=the events in the movie happened too quickly or 
slowly] 

pace*mak>er /'peiSimeika 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 medical: a small electrical machine put inside a person to 
make the heart beat evenly 

2 Brit : pacesetter 

pace-8et«ter /'peiSiSeta 1 / noun, pi -tars [count] US : a per¬ 
son who runs ahead of the other runners in a race in order to 
set a pace — often used figuratively ■ The company has con¬ 
tinued to be the industry’s pacesetter. 
pachy«derm fpxkudem/ noun, pi -derms [count] : a type 
of animal that has hooves and thick skin; especially : ele¬ 
phant 

pa«ClMC /pa'sifik/ adj 

1 Pacific : of, relating to, bordering on, or near the Pacific 
Ocean ■ a Pacific nation ■ fishing in Pacific waters 

2 [more most ~] literary a : calm and peaceful ■ a pacific 
setting b : loving peace : not wanting war or conflict ■ a pa¬ 
cific people 

Pacific Rim noun 

the Pacific Rim : a group of countries that are in or next to 
the Pacific Ocean — used especially of Asian countries on 
the Pacific Ocean ■ His family immi ated from the Pacific 
Rim. 

pac*i*fl-er /'psesa^aja 1 / noun, pi -era [count] US : a rubber 
object shaped like a nipple for babies to suck or bite on — 
called also (Brit) dummy 

pacifism /'psesajizam/ noun [noncount] : the belief that it 
is wrong to use war or violence to settle disputes 
pacifist /'peesafist/ noun, pi -fists [count] : someone who 
believes that war and violence are wrong and who refuses to 
participate in or support a war ■ A oup of pacifists were 
protesting the war. 

— pacifist adj, always used before a noun ■ He did not enter 
the army because of his pacifist beliefs/ideals. 

paC'hfy /'p£esa,fai/ verb -fles; -fled; -fy*lng [+ obj\ 

1 : to cause (someone who is angry or upset) to become 
calm or quiet ■ pacify [=soothe ] a crying child ■ She resigned 
from her position to pacify her accusers. 

2 : to cause or force (a countiy, a violent group of people, 
etc.) to become peaceful ■ Their efforts to pacify the nation 
by force failed. ■ trying to pacify a mob of protesters 

— pac-l-fl*ca*tlon /,psesafa , keijan/ noun [noncount] ■ Many 
died in the years before pacification. 

1 Qj|£k /'pask/ noun, pi packs [count] 

1 : a bag or bundle of objects that is carried on a person’s or 
animal’s back ■ He took a map and a bottle of water out of 
his pack. ■ hikers carrying heavy packs up a mountain ■ They 
loaded the packs onto the horses. — see also backpack, 
FANNY PACK 

2 chiefly US a : a small paper or cardboard package in 
which small things are sold ■ a pack [-(Brit) packet] of gum/ 
c garettes/needles ■ The entire pack of crayons spilled on the 
floor. ■ Cigarettes typically come in packs of 20. b : the 
amount contained in one pack ■ He smokes two packs (of 
cigarettes) a day. _ see also six-pack 

3 Brit : packet 2b ' You’ll receive your informational pack 
upon arr val. 

4 : a complete set of playing cards : deck ■ Take a card 
from the top and put it in the middle of the pack. 

5 : a group of similar people or things ■ A pack of reporters 
were following them wherever they went. ■ packs of teenag¬ 
ers/lawyers/thieves ■ The informat on he gave us was just a 
pack of lias- [=*11 l* es l' One wr ter stands out from the pack- 
[=one writer is different from the others] ■ She’s not content 
to simply follow the pack- [=to do what everyone else does] 

6 : a large number of people who are grouped together dur- 
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ing a race or competition — usually singular ■ In the last few 
seconds, she broke/drew/pulled away from the pack and 
won the race. ■ The company is trying to stay ahead of the 
pack. [=ahead of their competitors] 

7 : a group of usually wild animals that hunt together ■ a 
wolf pack ■ a pack of wild dogs ■ animals that hunt in packs 

8 a : an organized group of Cub Scouts ■ Cub Scout Pack 
No. 5398 b chiefly Brit : an organized group of Brownies ■ a 
Brownie pack [=(175) troop] 

9 : a thick, wet substance that is put on the skin as a beauty 
treatment ■ an herbal face pack ■ mud packs 

10 : a folded cloth that is pressed against a part of the body 
to reduce pain or stop bleeding from an injury • a cold pack 
[= compress ] — see also ice pack 

jack verb packs; packed; packing 
1 a [+ obj] : to put (something) into a bag, suitcase, etc., so 
that you can take it with you ■ Don’t forget to pack your 
toothbrush. ■ Be sure to pack your bathing suit and a towel. • 
I’ve packed a picnic lunch for us. ■ Pack your things/gear. 
We’re leaving tonight, b : to put things into (a bag, box, 
etc.) [+ obj] We packed our bags the night before our trip. ■ 
Have you packed your suitcase yet? ■ My bags are packed , 
and I’m ready to go. •packing and unpacking boxes [no obj ] 

1 spent the evening packing for my trip. ■ She packed 
[=packed up] and left. ■ We had only one week to pack and 
move out of our apartment. — see also packed 4 

2 [+ obj] : to put (something) into a box or other container so 
that it can be moved, stored, or protected ■ We’ve packed 
[=boxed] (up) all our books. [=we’ve put all our books into 
boxes] — often + in or into ■ They pack the meat in dry ice 
before shipping it. • They packed the statue into a crate. 

3 a [+ obj]: to fill (a place) with as many people as possible ■ 
Over 25,000 people will pack the stadium for tonight’s con¬ 
cert. ■ a famous comedian who packs clubs in every city : to 
fill a place completely with (people) — often + into ■ Concert 
organizers pack hundreds of people into tiny nightclubs, b 
always followed by a preposition [no obj] : to gather close to¬ 
gether as a group ■ Her fans pack into theaters to hear her 
sing. ■ We all packed into the car. • The entire family packs 
around a small table for dinner. 

4 [+ obj] : to put a large amount of something into (some¬ 
thing) ■ directors who pack their movies full of violence — 
often + with ■ They pack their magazine with lots of helpful 
decorating ideas. ■ The van had been packed with explosives. 

— see also packed 2 

5 [+ obj] : to make (dirt, snow, etc.) more firm or solid by 
pressing down on it ■ Pack the soil firmly around the roots of 
the plant. ■ Other skiers had already packed the snow down. 

— see also packed 1 

6 [+ obj] US : to unfairly control the kinds of people or 
things that are in (a group, list, etc.) in order to get the result 
you want ■ They packed the meeting with their supporters. ■ 
packing juries with people of a particular race 

7 [+ obj ] somewhat informal : to have or be able to produce 
(something powerful) ■ The storm is packing hurricane-force 
winds. ■ an engine that packs a lot of power [=an engine that 
is very powerful] 

8 US, informal : to wear or carry (a weapon) [+ obj] They 
might be packing guns/pistols/weapons. ■ She’s packing heat 
[=she’s carrying a gun] [no obj] We don’t know if he’s pack¬ 
ing or not. 

pack a punch/wallop informal : to be very forceful or ef¬ 
fective ■ Careful—these hot peppers really pack a punch. 
[=they are very hot and spicy] ■ Unlike her last album, her 
new release packs a wallop. [=it is forceful and energetic] 
pack away [phrasal verb] pack (something) away or pack 
away (something) : to put (something) in a safe place to be 
used at a later time ■ It’s time to pack away your winter 
clothes and get ready for summer. ■ Her grandmother’s 
dolls had been packed away in the attic for many years. 
pack In [phrasal verb] 1 Brit, informal : to stop or quit" I 
have no intention of packing in just yet. 2 a pack In 
(someone or something) or pack (someone or something) 
In : to cause (someone or something) to fit into a small 
space ■ My suitcase was full, but I managed to pack in one 
more sweater. ■ There must have been a hundred people in 
that room. They packed us in like sardines! — see also 
2 pack 2 (above) b pack In (people) or pack (people). In 
: to cause (large groups of people) to come to a show or 
performance ■ His show still packs in (the) crowds/audi¬ 
ences. [=large crowds/audiences still go to his show] ■ pack¬ 
ing in fans of all ages ■ The movie has been packing them In 
at theaters across the country. 3 pack In (something) a 


US, informal : to stop using (something) forever ■ She isn’t 
packing in her skis [=she is not giving up skiing] just yet. ■ I 
decided to pack in my paintbrushes and go to business 
school, b Brit, informal : to give up doing (something) ■ 
He packed in [=quit] his job and became a farmer. ■ They 
might pack in [=stop, give up] the project altogether. 4 
pack It In informal : to stop doing a job or an activity 
: QUIT ■ Do you think we should pack it in or keep going? ■ 
They were ready to pack it in for the day. 
pack In/Into [phrasal verb] pack (something) In/Into (some¬ 
thing) : to put (a large amount of something) into (some¬ 
thing) ■ She packs a lot of information in her short essays. 
pack off [phrasal verb] pack (someone) off: to send (some¬ 
one) away to a different place — usually + to ■ Despite his 
protests, his mom packed him off to bed. [=sent him to bed] 
■ parents packing their kids off to college 
pack on the pounds or pack on five/ten/flfteen (etc.) 
pounds chiefly US, informal : to gain weight or a certain 
amount of weight ■ Americans are continuing to pack on 
the pounds. - He hopes to pack on 20 pounds of muscle be¬ 
fore the competition. 

pack out [phrasal verb] pack out (a place) Brit : to cause (a 
place) to be filled with people ■ The band still packs out sta¬ 
diums throughout the world. : to fill (a place) ■ Over 600 
people packed out the theatre. 

pack up [phrasal verb] 1 pack up or pack up (something) or 
pack (something) up a : to gather things together so that 
you can take them with you ■ He packed up and left town. ■ 
You may take a few minutes to pack up your things, but 
then you must leave. ■ You shouldpac/c up your tools at the 
end of the day. b Brit, informal : to stop or quit: to give 
up doing (something) ■ She packs up when things become 
difficult. ■ She packed up her teaching job after five years. 
2 Brit, informal : to stop working properly ■ The lift has 
packed up, so you’ll have to take the stairs to her flat. 
pack your bags : to leave a place ■ I told him to shape up or 
he could pack his bags. • He said goodbye and packed his 
bags for Denmark. 

send ( someone or something) packing see send 

— pack*able /'psekabal/ adj [more —; most —] ■ packable 
clothing 

1 package /'pa;kicfe/ noun, pi -ag-es [count] 

1 chiefly US: a box or large envelope that is sent or delivered 
usually through the mail or by another delivery service ■ The 
mail carrier left the package [= parcel] on the front steps. 

— see picture at mail 

2 US a : a wrapper or container that covers or holds some¬ 
thing ■ All ingredients are listed right on the package, b 
: something that comes in a container ■ You’ll need a 12- 
ounce package [-(Brit) packet] of chocolate chips for the 
cookies. ■ She ate the whole package of crackers for lunch. 

3 a : a group of related things that are sold together for a 
single price ■ The hotel, airfare, and museum fees were all 
part of our vacation package. ■ a software package [=a group 
of computer programs that are sold together] b : a group of 
related things that go together ■ My new job offers a great 
benefits package. [=my new job offers great benefits] ■ The fi¬ 
nancial aid packages we’ll be awarding this year are smaller 
than we had hoped they would be. ■ (informal) If you let her 
move in with you, living with her cat is all part of the pack¬ 
age. [=it is part of the situation that you will have to accept] 
good things come In small packages — used to say that 

people or things do not have to be large to be good 
2 package verb -ages; -aged; -ag-lng [+ obj] 

1 : to put (something) in a package in order to sell it or send 
it somewhere ■ Package the books carefully. — often used as 
(be) packaged ■ The china needs to be packaged properly. 

2 : to show or present (something or someone) in a particu¬ 
lar way — often used as (be) packaged • If the issue is not 
packaged correctly, it will not get voters to come to the polls. 

— packaged adj ■ individually packaged food ■ paciuigod 
goods [=things that are sold in packages] 

package deal noun, pi - deals [count] 

1 : package tour 

2 : a group of people or things which must be accepted to¬ 
gether • They presented their proposals to the committee as a 
package deal. 

package Store noun, pi ~ stores [count] US : a store that 
sells alcoholic beverages : a liquor store 
package tour noun, pi ~ tours [count] : a group of servic¬ 
es related to travel or vacations that are sold together for one 
price ■ They got the bus tour, hotel room, and plane ticket as 
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a package tour. — called also package deal, (Brit) package 
holiday 

packaging noun [noncount] 

1 a : material used to enclose or contain something ■ The 
frozen spinach can be heated up right in its original packag¬ 
ing. ■ The colorful packaging of many candy bars attracts the 
eyes of children, b : the act or process of putting something 
in a package or container ■ packaging and shipping services 

2 : the way something or someone is presented in order to 
be more attractive or appealing ■ the packaging of a political 
candidate 

pack animal noun, pi ~ -mats [count] : an animal (such as 
a horse or donkey) that is used for carrying packs 
packed /'paekt/ adi 

1 : pressed together so there is veiy little space between the 
parts or pieces ■ packed snow/dirt/earth ■ Add one cup of 
firmly packed brown sugar. ■ Vi cup loosely packed fresh 
parsley — see also VACUUM-PACKED 

2 : filled with a large amount of something ■ Oranges are 
packed full of vitamin C. — usually + with ■ The magazine is 
packed with lots of ideas for decorating your home. ■ a novel 
packed with romance and suspense ■ The garage is packed 
with junk. ■ a room packed to the brim/ceiling/rafters/roof 
with books — see also action-packed, jam-packed 

3 a : full of people : filled with as many people as possible ■ 
a packed auditorium • The stadium was packed (full) with 
sports fans. = It was packed to capacity/bursting/overflow¬ 
ing. ■ The theater is always packed when he performs there, 
b of a crowd ofpeople : large enough to fill a space or place • 
bands playing to packed audiences/crowds 

4 — used to say that you have finished putting things into 
bags, boxes, etc. ■ We’re (all) packed and ready to go. [=we 
have packed everything we need and are ready to go] 
packed out Brit, informal : filled with as many people as 

possible ■ The theatre is always packed out (with fans) 
when he performs there. 

packed lunch noun, pi ~ lunch-es [count] chiefly Brit 
: BAG LUNCH 

pack'er /'paek»/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person or compa¬ 
ny that prepares and packages products and sends them to 
people or stores ■ She worked as a packer for a candy compa¬ 
ny. ■ meat packers 
pack«et /'paekat/ noun, pi -ets 

1 [count] a US : a small, thin package ■ I got two packets of 
broccoli seeds to plant this summer. ■ He puts two packets of 
sugar in his coffee. ■ Could you get me another packet of 
ketchup? — called also (Brit) sachet b Brit : a package in 
which something is sold and bought * a packet [=(US)box] of 
crackers • a packet [=(US) pack] of cigarettes 

2 [count] a US : a group of things that have been gathered 
together for a particular purpose and usually put into a con¬ 
tainer (such as a folder or a large envelope) ■ Your informa¬ 
tion packet includes a map and a schedule of all the events at 
the conference. ■ The senator’s comments are included in his 
press packet. [=papers that give reporters official statements 
from public figures] b chiefly Brit : a small, thin package 
sent through the mail or delivered to a person ■ I received the 
packet of legal papers today. 

3 [count] computers : an amount of information that is sent 
as a single unit from one computer to another over a net¬ 
work or the Internet 

4 [singular] Brit, informal : a large amount of money ■ The 
furniture wasn’t expensive but we spent a packet on shipping 
charges. 

pack'horse /'paek,hoa«/ noun, pi -hors-es [count] : a 
horse used for carrying things 

pack ice noun [noncount] : a very large sheet of ice floating 
in the sea that is made from smaller pieces that have frozen 
together 

1 packing /’paekir)/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the act or process of putting things into bags or boxes ■ 
We finished all our packing yesterday. 

2 : material that is used to hold or protect things so that they 
can be moved or sent somewhere ■ I used some old newspa¬ 
pers for packing. • (Brit) For mail-order purchases, add £2.50 
to the price to cover postage and packing. 

2 packing adj, always used before a noun 

1 : used to hold or protect things so that they can be moved 
or sent somewhere * packing materials ■ a packing case/box/ 
crate 

2 : doing the job of preparing and wrapping products and 


sending them to people or stores ■ a packing plant/factory/ 
house 

pack rat noun, pi ~ rats [count] US. informal : a person 
who collects or keeps things that are not needed ■ I’m a terri¬ 
ble pack rat. I never throw anything away, 
pact /'paekt/ noun, pi pacts [count] : a formal agreement be¬ 
tween two countries, people, or groups especially to help 
each other or to stop fighting ■ We supported a peace/free- 
trade/nonaggression pact between the two countries. ■ They 
made a pact to go to the gym together three times a week. 

- see also suicide pact 

pacy /'peisi/ adj pac-i-er; -est Brit, informal : moving 
quickly : having a fast pace ■ He’s a small but pacy player. ■ 
The movie is a pacy thriller. 

1 pad /'pa;d/ noun, pi pads [count] 

1 a : an object that is thin, flat, and usually soft ■ He sits with 
a foam pad behind him to help support his lower back. • The 
doctor put a gauze pad over the wound. ■ She lay in bed with 
a heating pad. [=an electric mat that heats up and is held 
against the body to reduce painj ■ a mattress pad [=a cover¬ 
ing that goes under a sheet on a bed to protect the mattress! ■ 
She had trouble finding a suit jacket without shoulder pads. 
[=small pads used to shape the shoulders of a shirt, dress, or 
jacket] • You need to replace your car’s brake pads. [=the 
part of the brakes that are pressed on the wheel when you 
stop or slow down the car] — see also ink pad b sports : a 
covering for a specific part of the body that is worn to pro¬ 
tect that part from injury — usually plural ■ The football 
players wore their helmets and shoulder and hip pads to 
practice today. ■ She wears elbow and knee pads when she 
goes skating, c : sanitary napkin d : a usually rough 
piece of material used in cleaning ■ a scouring pad 

2 : a set of paper sheets for writing or drawing that are glued 
or fastened at one edge ■ They keep a pad and pencil by the 
phone. ■ a sketch pad [=a notebook or pad of blank paper 
for drawing] — see also notepad, scratch pad 

3 : the soft part on the bottom of the foot of a dog, cat, etc. 

4 informal + old-fashioned or humorous : the place where 
someone lives — usually singular ■ She lent me the keys to 
her pad while she was away. ■ He held many wild parties in 
his bachelor pad. 

5 : a flat area on the ground where helicopters can take off 
or land ■ The town has no airport but there is a landing pad 
near the hospital. — see also launchpad 

6 : LILY PAD 

- see also KEYPAD 

2 pad verb pads; pad-ded; pad-ding [+ obj] 

1 : to cover or fill (something) with soft material especially 
to protect it or make it more comfortable ■ He padded the in¬ 
side of the box with cloth and crumpled newspaper. ■ She 
used a cushion to pad the bench. 

2 : to make (something) larger, longer, or more attractive by 
adding things that are unnecessary, unimportant, or false ■ 
She padded (out) her speech with quotes from local citizens. 

• He hoped that by padding his resume his lack of experience 
would be overlooked. 

3 US : to dishonestly add more charges to (a bill) in order to 
collect more money than is owed ■ He padded the bill he sent 
to the company for his consulting work. 

- compare 3 pad 

3 pad verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition pads; 
pad-ded; pad-ding [no obj] : to move with quiet steps ■ 
She padded around/about (the house) all day in her pajamas. 

• The dog padded into the bedroom. — compare 2 pad 
padded adj : filled or covered with soft material ■ a padded 

envelope ■ The boxers are wearing thickly/heavily padded 
gloves. ■ a padded bra ■ The chairs have padded seats, 
padded cell noun, pi ~ cells [count] : a room in a mental 
hospital that has soft walls so that patients cannot hurt them¬ 
selves 

padding noun [noncount] 

1 : soft material used to cover a hard surface in order to 
make it more comfortable ■ the padding on the seat of the 
chairs ■ These shoes have extra padding in the heel. 

2 : unnecessary words used to make a speech or a piece of 
writing longer ■ If you remove the padding from his speech 
you can see that he offers no new ideas. 

1 pad-die /'paedl/ noun, pi pad-dies [count] 

1 : a long, usually wooden pole that has a wide, flat part at 
the end and is used to move and steer a small boat (such as a 
canoe) — see picture at boat; compare oar 

2 US'.an object with a short handle and a wide, flat part that 
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is used to hit the ball in various games (such as table tennis) 
3 : any one of various tools or devices that are wide, flat, and 
thin “ Use the mixer’s paddle attachment to mix the dough. ■ 
The potter used a paddle to shape the clay. 
up the creek without a paddle see creek 
2 pad-dle verb paddles; pad-died; pad-dling 

1 : to move a boat forward through water with a paddle [no 
obj\ We paddled across the lake in our canoe this morning. 
[+ obj\ We paddled our canoe across the lake this morning. ■ 
Get in the boat and I’ll paddle you to shore. 

2 [no obj\ : to swim by moving your hands and feet in short 
quick motions ■ The dog paddled across the lake. — see also 
DOG-PADDLE 

3 [+ obj] US : to beat or hit (someone or something) with a 
flat piece of wood • In those days many people believed it 
was okay to paddle children. • ( informal) If you don’t get in 
here. I’m going to paddle your behind. 

— compare 3 paddle 

3 paddle verb paddles; paddled; paddling [no obj]Brit : to 
walk or play in shallow water for pleasure ■ They took off 
their sandals and paddled [=(US) waded] at the edge of the 
pond. — compare 2 paddle 

— paddle noun [singular ] • The children went for a paddle 
before lunch. 

pad-dle-boat /'psedhbout/ noun, pi -boats [count] 

1 US : a small boat with paddle wheels that you turn by 
moving pedals with your feet like someone riding a bicycle 

— called also pedal boat, (Brit) pedalo 

2 : a large, old-fashioned boat that moves along the water 
using a large paddle wheel usually turned by steam power 

paddle wheel noun, pi ~ wheels [count] : a wheel that 
moves through water as it turns and has a series of paddles 
around its outer edge 

paddling pool noun, pi ~ pools [count] Brit : wading 

POOL 

pad-dock /'psedak/ noun, pi -docks [count] 

1 : a small field where animals (such as horses) are kept 

2 : an enclosed area at a race track where horses, dogs, etc., 
are kept before a race 

pad-dy /'psedi/ noun, pi -dies [count] : a wet field where 
rice is grown ■ rice paddies 

paddy wagon noun, pi ~ -ons [count] US, informal: pa¬ 
trol wagon 

pad-lock /'psedjaik/ noun, pi 
-locks [count] : a strong lock 
with a curved bar that connects to 
the main part of the lock and 
holds together two parts of some¬ 
thing (such as a chain or a gate) 

— padlock verb -locks; 

-locked; -lock-ing [+ obj] • 

She padlocked the garage door. ■ 

The front gate was padlocked. 

pa-dre /'pa:drei/ noun, pi -dres 
[count] informal 

1 : a Christian priest 

2 : a Christian clergyman who 
works in the militaiy 

pad thai or pad Thai /'pccd'taj/ noun [noncount] chiefly US 
: a Thai dish of rice noodles that are stir-fried with other in¬ 
gredients (such as seafood, chicken, egg, or bean sprouts) 
pae-an /'pi:jan/ noun, pi -ans [count] literary : a song of joy, 
praise, or victory 

paediatric, paediatrician, paediatrics chiefly Brit 
spellings of pediatric, pediatrician, pediatrics 
paedophile Brit spelling of pedophile 
pa-el-la /pa'eja/ noun [noncount] : a Spanish dish of rice, 
meat, seafood, vegetables, and spices 
pa-gan also Pagan /'peigan/ noun, pi -gans [count] 

1 : a person who worships many gods or goddesses or the 
earth or nature : a person whose religion is paganism 

2 old-fashioned + often offensive : a person who is not reli¬ 
gious or whose religion is not Christianity, Judaism, or Islam 

— pagan adj ■ pagan religions 
pa-gan-ism /'peiga^izam/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the state of being pagan ■ the paganism of early Rome 

2 also Paganism : a religion that has many gods or goddess¬ 
es, considers the earth holy, and does not have a central au¬ 
thority • He is a practitioner of Paganism. 

1 page /'peicfe/ noun, pi pag-es [count] 

la: one side of a sheet of paper especially in a book, maga¬ 


zine, etc. ■ The book is 237 pages long. • The article continues 
on page 12. ■ a three-page article ■ See the chart on the fol¬ 
lowing/facing/opposite/next page. • They ran the story on 
the front page of the newspaper. • a blank page [=a sheet of 
paper that does not have anything written on it] ■ It was 
thrilling to finally see her poetry on the printed page. |=in a 
book, magazine, etc.] ■ The computer will automatically put 
a page number at the bottom of each page. — abbr. p\ see 
also front-page, TITLE PAGE b : the material printed or 
written on a page • Read the second page out loud. ■ The 
event described in these pages is nothing like what I remem¬ 
ber. ■ the sports/financial/business pages [=the part of the 
newspaper that has sports, financial information, business 
news, etc.] C : a sheet of paper in a book, magazine, etc. ■ 
He ripped a page out of the phone book. — see also white 
PAGES, YELLOW PAGES 

2 : one section of a Web site that is found at a single address 
■ You’ll find that information on the “Contact Us” page. 

— see also home page, web page 

3 literary : an important event or period in history • His ac¬ 
complishments hold a special place in the pages of history, 
borrow/take a page from someone or borrow/take a 

page from someone's book US : to do the same thing 
that someone else has done ■ You may want to borrow/take 
a page from his book and study harder for your finals. 
jump/leap off the page of writing, a picture, etc. : to be very 
noticeable, interesting, exciting, etc. ■ The characters are 
so real that they leap off the page, 
on the same page chiefly US, informal : agreeing about 
something (such as how things should be done) ■ Try to get 
employees and clients on the same page. • Make sure every¬ 
one is on the same page before you give your final answer. 

— compare “PAGE 

2 page verb pages; paged; pag-ing 

page through [phrasal verb] page through (something) : to 
turn the pages of (a book, magazine, etc.) especially in a 
quick, steady manner ■ He paged through the magazine 
looking for the article. 

— compare 3 PAGE 

3 page verb pages; paged; paging [+ obj] 

1 : to call the name of (someone) in a public place usually 
over a speaker in order to find that person, deliver a mes¬ 
sage, etc. ■ You can page the manager if you need help. 

2 : to send a message to (someone) by using a special device 
(called a pager or beeper) • Page the doctor in case of an 
emergency. ■ I’m going to switch to a new paging service. 

— compare 2 page 
4 page noun, pi pages [count] 

1 US : a student who works as an assistant for a member of 
Congress 

2 a : a young man or boy in the Middle Ages who trained to 
be a knight by serving a knight b : a young man or boy 
who worked as a servant for an important person in the Mid¬ 
dle Ages 

3 Brit: bellhop 

— compare 1 PAGE 

pag-eant /'psecfeant/ noun, pi -eants [count] 

1 US : beauty contest • She entered a (beauty) pageant. • 
They disagreed with the pageant judges. 

2 : a play or performance made of scenes from a historical 
event or a legend • Their church puts on an annual Christ¬ 
mas pageant. — sometimes used figuratively ■ The museum 
celebrates the rich pageant of the town’s history, ^cele¬ 
brates all the interesting things that have happened in the 
town’s history] 

pag-eant-ry /'psecfeantri/ noun [noncount] : the use of spe¬ 
cial clothing, traditions, and ceremonies as part of a special 
event or celebration • I like the tradition and pageantry that 
come with graduations. 

page-boy /'peicfe,boi/ noun, pi -boys [count] 

1 : a woman’s haircut in which straight shoulder-length hair 
is curled under at the ends 

2 page boy Brit: a boy who follows or stands with the bride 
in a wedding 

3 Brit : bellhop 

pag-er /'peicfee/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a small electronic de¬ 
vice that beeps or vibrates and shows a telephone number 
for the person carrying the device to call — called also 
(chiefly US) beeper, (Brit) bleeper 
page—tu rn-er /'peicte,t noun, pi -ers [count] : a book, 
story, etc., that is difficult to stop reading because it is so in¬ 
teresting ■ His last novel was a real page-turner. 
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pag*i*na*tion / l p2ed39 , neiJ’3n/ noun [noncount ] technical 

1 : the act or process of putting numbers on the pages of a 
book, document, etc. ■ computerized pagination 

2 : the page numbers on a book, document, etc. ■ Is the pag¬ 
ination correct? 

- paginate /'pzecfeg.neit/ verb -nates; -nat-ed; -nat-ing 
[+ obj) • The program automatically paginated the docu¬ 
ment. 

pa*go*da /pg'goudg/ noun, pi -das 
[count] : a type of tall building in eastern 
Asia that has many floors with roofs that 
stick out on each floor and curve up 
1 pa i d /'peid/ past tense and past participle of 
‘PAY 

z paid adi 

1 a : receiving money for work ■ She is 
one of the few paid public officials in a 
town run mostly by volunteers, b — 
used to indicate if someone receives low 
or high pay for work ■ He got a job as a 
highly paid consultant. ■ She is very well 
paid. • low-paid workers 

2 chiefly US : having been paid for ■ a paid 
political announcement ■ a paid advertise¬ 
ment 

3 : including payment of normal wages, salary, etc. ■ I get 
two weeks of paid vacation [=time off during which you re¬ 
ceive your normal pay] at my new job. ■ She was given a paid 
day off to deal with some personal matters. 

put paid to chiefly Brit, informal : to end or stop (something) 
: to put an end to (something) ■ The pressure of work put 
paid to his holiday plans! 
pail /'peil/ noun, pi pails [count] chiefly US 

1 : a round container that is open at the top and usually has 
a handle ■ a garbage pail • A plastic beach pail was lying on 
the sand. ■ Fill up that pail [=bucket] with water. 

2 : the amount held by a pail ■ She poured a pail of water on 
the campfire. 

pail-ful /'peil,ful/ noun, pi -fills [count] chiefly US : the 
amount held by a pail ■ a pailful of water 
1 pain /'pern J noun, pi pains 

1 : the physical feeling caused by disease, injury, or some¬ 
thing that hurts the body [noncount] The medication may 
upset your stomach but if you experience acute abdominal 
pain call your doctor. ■ I’ve had chronic back pain since the 
accident. ■ It was obvious that she was In pain. [=feeling pain] 
■ Each patient has a different pain threshold. [=ability to tol¬ 
erate pain] ■ The medicine provides 12 hours of pain relief. ■ 
For a week after surgery she took prescription pain medlca- 
tlon/relievers. [= painkillers] [count] I feel a dull/sharp pain if 

1 touch the bruise. — see also aches and pains at 2 ache 

2 : mental or emotional suffering : sadness caused by some 
emotional or mental problem [noncount] They didn’t want 
to cause him pain. [=they didn’t want to upset or hurt him] ■ 
the pain of a difficult childhood [count] It is a story about 
the joys and pains of life. — see also growing pains 

3 [singular] informal : someone or something that causes 
trouble or makes you feel annoyed or angry ■ Rush hour 
traffic is such a pain. ■ This orange is a pain to peel. ■ Our 
neighbor can be such a pain. [=nuisance] — often used in 
phrases like pain In the neck or ( impolite ) pain In the ass ■ 
My little sister can be a (real/royal) pain in the neck. 

be at pains : to try hard to do something ■ They were at 
pains to distance themselves from the scandal. 
feel no pain see ‘feel 

go to great pains or take (great) pains : to be careful in 
doing something: to try hard to do something — followed 
by to + verb ■ We went to great pains not to offend anyone. ■ 
He took great pains to explain the situation to us. 
no gain without pain see 2 gain 
no pain, no gain see 2 gain 

on/under pain of formal : at the risk of being given (a par¬ 
ticular form of punishment) ■ She was ordered to remain 
silent under pain of imprisonment. - He cannot return to 
the country on pain of death. [=he will be killed if he re¬ 
turns to the country] 

2 pain verb pains; pained; painting [+obj] formal: to cause 
(someone) to feel emotional pain : to make (someone) upset, 
sad, worried, etc. ■ He was deeply pained [=hurt] by your 
words. ■ As much as it pains me to admit it, she was right, 
pained /'peind/ adj : appearing upset, sad, worried, etc. ■ 
She wore/had a pained expression on her face. ■ He truly 


looked pained when he heard the news, 
pain-fill /'peinfal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : causing pain to your body ■ I got a painful sunburn. ■ a 
painful skin condition ■ His ankle is swollen and painful to 
the touch. [=his ankle hurts if he touches it] 

2 : causing emotional pain ■ We can’t ignore our country’s 
painful history of slavery. ■ His questions brought up a lot of 
painful memories. ■ It was painful to watch. 

pain*fllMy /'peinfgli/ adv [more most —] 

1 : very or extremely — used especially to describe some¬ 
thing that is bad, unpleasant, or upsetting ■ They made it 
painfully obvious/clear that we were not welcome. [=they 
made it very clear in a way that was rude or upsetting that 
we were not welcome] ■ After the injury she was painfully 
aware that her career in tennis would be over. ■ New devel¬ 
opments have been painfully slow. ■ She is painfully shy. 

2 : in a way that causes pain ■ After her tooth was pulled, her 
jaw was painfully swollen. 

3 : in a way that requires a lot of effort ■ He labored painfully 
over his work. 

pain-kill-er /'pein.kila 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a drug that 
decreases or removes pain that you feel in your body ■ I took 
some over-the-counter painkillers for my headache. 

— pain-kill-ing / l pem,kilnr)/a*#, always used before a noun ■ 
painkilling drugs 

painless /'peinlgs/ adj [more —; most —] : not causing or 
marked by pain: such as a : not causing pain to the body ■ a 
painless medical procedure b : not upsetting, disturbing, or 
difficult ■ Buying my new car was a surprisingly painless ex¬ 
perience. ■ We had a relatively painless breakup. 

— pain-lesS'ly adv • We’ll try to get through this as quickly 
and painlessly as possible. 

pains*tak*ing / a pein,steikii)/ adj [more —; most —]: show¬ 
ing or done with great care and effort ■ The book describes 
the election process in painstaking detail. ■ painstaking work/ 
research 

— pains-tak-ing-ly adv • The old house was painstakingly 
restored to its original splendor. ■ She painstakingly re¬ 
searched all of her articles. 

1 paint /'peint/ noun, pi paints 

1 : a liquid that dries to form a thin colored layer when it is 
spread on a surface [noncount] Apply paint to the canvas in 
a series of short strokes. ■ I need more blue paint. ■ The old 
walls are coated with several layers of paint. • a can of latex/ 
acrylic paint • The house needs a fresh/second coat of paint ■ 
face paint [=colorful makeup for drawing pictures on chil¬ 
dren’s faces] [count] The store sells many different paints. ■ a 
box of paints [=different types of paint that are used by an 
artist to paint pictures and that are usually sold in a dry form 
or in tubes] ■ finger paints [=paints that children spread onto 
paper with their hands] — see also greasepaint, oil 
PAINT, SPRAY PAINT 

2 [singular] : a layer of dried paint on a surface ■ Did you 
chip the paint ? ■ The car’s paint is cracking. — called also 
(Brit) paintwork 

2 paint verb paints; paint-ed; paint-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to cover (something) with paint : to put paint on 
(something) ■ I need to paint the bookcase. ■ We’re going to 
paint the room yellow. ■ The classroom wall was painted with 
clouds and rainbows. 

2 : to make (a picture or design) by using paints [+ obj] He 
painted that portrait of his wife. ■ She painted the landscape 
on a square canvas. ■ The store carries hand-painted tiles. 
[=tiles that have pictures or designs on them that were paint¬ 
ed by a person and not by a machine] [no obj] She paints 
well. ■ I like to draw and my sister likes to paint. ■ The beauty 
of the world inspires me to paint. ■ He paints mostly in oils. 

— compare draw 

3 [+ obj] : to describe (someone or something) in a particular 
way ■ The study paints a bleak/grim picture of the effects of 
pollution on animal life. ■ Opponents paint a picture of the 
president as corrupt and irresponsible. = Opponents paint 
the president as corrupt and irresponsible. 

4 [+ obj]: to put makeup on (a part of the body) ■ She paint¬ 
ed her nails with pink nail polish. ■ She put on eye shadow 
and painted her lips with red lipstick. 

paint over [phrasal verb] paint over (something) : to cover 
(something) with a layer of paint ■ They painted over the 
graffiti. 

paint the town (red) informal : to go out drinking, dancing, 
etc., to have a good time 

paint-ball /'peint,bail/ noun [noncount] : a game in which 
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two teams use special guns to shoot balls filled with paint at 
each other 

paint-brush /‘peint.brAj’/ noun , pi -brush-es [count] : a 
brush used for putting paint on a surface 
paint-er /'peinter/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person whose job it is to paint walls, houses, etc. ■ The 
painters were unable to work in the rain. 

2 : an artist who paints pictures ■ He became famous as an 
abstract/landscape/Impressionist painter. ■ She was a painter 
of still lifes. 

paint-er-ly /'pemt^ii/ am 

1 : typical of painters ■ He has a painterly eye. ■ a painterly 
sensibility 

2 [more most ~] : suggesting a painting : made in a way 
that reminds you of a painting ■ a painterly picture of the sea 
■ painterly brushstrokes 

paint-inq /'perntn)/ noun, pi -ings 

1 [count] : a picture that is painted : a picture made by put¬ 
ting paint on a canvas, board, etc. ■ They hung the painting in 
the living room. • The woman in that painting is my grand¬ 
mother. ■ We went to see ancient cave paintings [=pictures 
painted on the wall of a cave] in Spain. — see also oil 
PAINTING 2 

2 [noncount]: the art or act of making pictures using paint ■ 
I like painting more than sculpture. ■ He is studying abstract/ 
Chinese/watercolor painting. • She wants to devote all her 
time to painting. — see also oil painting 1 

3 [noncount] : the activity of painting houses, walls, etc. ■ 
The room is ready for painting. 

paint thinner noun, pi ~ -ners [count, noncount] : a liquid 
that is mixed with paint to make it easier to spread 
paint*work /'peint,wa4c/ noun [noncount] Brit: ‘paint 2 
1 pair /'peaY noun, pi pairs or pair [count] 

1 : two things that are the same and are meant to be used to¬ 
gether ■ a pair of gloves ■ a pair of shoes/socks ■ He blushed 
when he saw all three pairs of eyes watching him. ■ She won 
with a pair of aces. ■ I can’t do everything at once—I’ve only 
got one pair of hands. [=1 am only one person] ■ It will take 
two pairs of hands [=two people] to move this rock. 

2 : a thing that has two parts which are joined ■ a pair of scis¬ 
sors ■ a pair of pants/underwear ■ I got my first pair of glasses 
when I was eight. 

3 : two people who are related in some way or who do some¬ 
thing together ■ His two closest friends lived in the city and 
the pair of them visited him often. ■ The dance is usually per¬ 
formed by a male and female pair. ■ Those two kids make 
quite a pair. 

4 : two animals that mate together ■ To avoid competition, 
breeding/mating pairs stay away from other male chimpan¬ 
zees. • A pair of parrots can raise one chick each year. 

in pairs : in a group of two people or things ■ The teacher let 
the students work in pairs on the assignment. ■ They 
walked down the aisle in pairs. 

2 pair verb pairs; paired; paining [+ obj] : to put (two people 
or things) together ■ The teacher paired students with part¬ 
ners for the assignment. — often used as (be) paired • We met 
when we were paired to work together on the project. ■ The 
suit is paired with black shoes for a sophisticated look. ■ The 
fish was paired with a white wine. 

pair off [phrasal verb] 1 : to join together in a romantic re¬ 
lationship ■ He hated being single while his friends were 
pairing off and having kids. 2 pair off or pair (someone or 
something) off or pair off (someone or something) : to join 
with someone or something else to form a group of two ■ 
People paired off for the next dance. ■ She paired the stu¬ 
dents off - She paired off the students. 
pair up [phrasal verb] pair up or pair (someone or some¬ 
thing) up or pair up (someone or something) : to join to¬ 
gether or to cause (two people or things) to join together 
for a purpose, job, etc. ■ The two organizationspaired up to 
educate the public about the threat of global warming. ■ 
They paired me up with a new partner for the last game. ■ 
The program pairs up volunteers with children who need 
help learning to read, 
pairing noun, pi -ings [count] 

1 : the action of putting two things or people into a group ■ 
The play was a successful pairing of strong acting and an in¬ 
teresting script. ■ People were surprised by the pairing of 
candidates for president and vice president. 

2 : two things or people that work together with a single 
purpose • The menu suggested many food and wine pairings. 

pais*ley /'peizli/ adj : covered in a pattern made up of col¬ 


orful curved shapes ■ a paisley tie ■ The wallpaper is a paisley 
print. — see color picture on page C12 

— paisley noun, pi -leys [count, noncount] ■ The fabric 
comes in paisley. 

pa*ja*mas (US) or Brit py-ja-mas /pa'cfcaimaz/ noun [plu¬ 
ral] 

1 : clothing that people wear in bed or while relaxing at 
home ■ silk pajamas ■ Put on your pajamas [=pj’s] and get 
ready for bed. — see color picture on page C12 

2 : loose pants that are worn in some parts of Asia and the 
Middle East 

the cat’s pajamas see cat 

— pa-ja-ma (US) or Brit py-ja-ma /pa'cfeaima/ acjj, always 
used before a noun • The boys slept in only their pajama 
bottoms. ■ She is having a pajama party [=a party for chil¬ 
dren who spend the night at the house of a friend] to cele¬ 
brate her 10th birthday. 

ak Choi Brit spelling of bok choy 

aki /'paeki/ noun, pi Pakls [count] Brit, informal + offensive 
: a person from Pakistan The word Paki is very offensive 
and should be avoided. 

1 pal /'pael/ noun, pi pals informal 

1 [count] : a close friend ■ We’ve been pals since we were 
kids. ■ He and a pal [-buddy] started the business 15 years 
ago. ■ Come on—be a pal and lend me the money. ■ a gal pal 
[=a girl/woman who is a friend] — see also pen pal 

2 — used to address a man in an angry or annoyed way ■ Lis¬ 
ten, pal , I’ve had just about enough of your advice. ■ Wait a 
minute, pal. You’re trying to trick me. 

2 pal verb pals; palled; pal-ling 

pal around with [phrasal verb] informal pal around with 
(someone) chiefly US : to spend time with (someone) as a 
friend ■ She’s been palling around with a girl she met at 
school. 

pal up [phrasal verb] chiefly Brit, informal : to become 
friends with someone ■ They palled up when they were 
neighbors long ago. ■ He pals up with anyone who can help 
his career. 

1 pal*ace /'psebs/ noun, pi -ac-es [count] 

1 : the official home of a king, queen, president, etc. ■ the 
royal/imperial/presidential palace • Buckingham Palace 

2 : a very large and impressive house : mansion 

3 old-fashioned : a large and fancy public building ■ The 
town’s old movie palace has been tom down. — often used 
in the names of buildings ■ the Crystal Palace • the Palace 
Hotel 

4 the Palace chiefly Brit : the people who live in a palace; es¬ 
pecially : the British royal family ■ The prime minister left to 
inform the Palace in person. 

2 palace adj, always used before a noun 

1 : of or relating to a palace ■ a palace guard/official 

2 : of, relating to, or involving people in the government ■ 
palace politics ■ a palace revolution/coup 

palaeolithic, palaeontology Brit spellings of pale¬ 
olithic, PALEONTOLOGY 

pal*at*able /■psebtsbal/ adj [more most —] somewhat for¬ 

mal 

1 : having a pleasant or agreeable taste ■ palatable food ■ a 
less than palatable beer 

2 : pleasant or acceptable to someone — usually + to ■ The 
play has been rewritten in an attempt to make it more palat¬ 
able to modem audiences. ■ Traveling by train is a palatable 
alternative to driving. 

— pal-at-abll-i-ty Apsebta'bibti/ noun [noncount] 
pal*a*tal /'psebtl/ adj, linguistics, of a speech sound : made 

by placing the tongue so that it is near or touching the top 
surface (called the palate) of your mouth ■ The first sound in 
the English word “jar” is a palatal sound. 

— palatal noun, pi -tals [count] • English/German palatals 
pal*ate /'psebt/ noun, pi -ates [count] 

1 : the top part of the inside of your mouth : the roof of 
your mouth — see also cleft palate 

2 : the sense of taste ■ The restaurant serves Korean food 
adapted for the American palate. ■ She’s been working hard 
on a menu that will please the palates of all her guests. ■ Sor¬ 
bet is sometimes served between courses to cleanse the pal¬ 
ate. [=to clean and refresh your mouth between different 
parts of a meal] 

pa*la*tial /pa'leiJW adj [more most ~] : very large and 
impressive : like a palace • a palatial home 
pa*la*ver /pa'lseva 1 , Brit pa'laiva/ noun, informal 
1 [noncount] chiefly US : talk that is not important or mean- 
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ingful: nonsense ■ Enough of this palaver. We have a lot to 
discuss. 

2 [singular] chiefly Brit : excitement and activity caused by 
something that is not important ■ What a palaver [=/im] over 
nothing! 

1 pale /'peil/ adj pal-er; pabest [also more most ~] 

1 : light in color ■ the pale wood of the table ■ The walls were 
painted a pale blue. — opposite DEEP 

2 : having a skin color that is closer to white than is usual or 
normal ■ She has a pale complexion. ■ His pale [=fair] skin 
bums easily. ■ Her illness had left her pale and weak. ■ She 
grew/became pale with fright. ■ Are you feeling well? You 
look pale. 

3 of light: not bright or intense : dim ■ the pale light of dawn 

4 : not as good as something else ■ He was once a great ath¬ 
lete, but now he’s just a pale version of his younger self. ■ The 
remake of the movie was a pale imitation of the original. 

— pale*ness /'peilnas/ noun [noncount] 

2 pale verb pales; paled; pabing [no obf] 

1 : to lose color : to become pale ■ His face paled (in fear) 
when he saw her walk through the door. • The bright blue 
walls had paled over time. 

2 : to appear less important, good, serious, etc., when com¬ 
pared with something else ■ His accomplishments pale beside 
those of his father. ■ Once you’ve tasted the local apples, all 
others pale by comparison. [=all others seem less good] ■ The 
afternoon meal paled in comparison to/with [=was not nearly 
as good as] the feast they had later. ■ Last year’s losses pale 
by comparison with this year’s. ■ {chiefly Brit) Your financial 
debt pales into insignificance [=seems much smaller] when 
you compare it with mine. 

3 pale noun 

beyond the pale : offensive or unacceptable ■ conduct that 
was beyond the pale 

pale ale noun, pi ~ ales [count, noncount ] : a type of ale 
that has a pale color and a somewhat bitter taste 
Pa-leo*lith-ic {chiefly US) or Brit Pal-aeo«lith»ic 
Apeilija'liBik, Brit (paelia'liBik/ actf : of or relating to the time 
during the early Stone Age when people made rough tools 
and weapons out of stone ■ Paleolithic artifacts/tools/hunters 
■ the Paleolithic age/period — compare neolithic 
pa*le-on-tobo*gy {chiefly US) or Brit pal-ae-on*tol-o«gy 
Apeil^ain'tailacfci, Brit ^aelian'tolacfei/ noun [noncount] : the 
science that deals with the fossils of animals and plants that 
lived very long ago especially in the time of dinosaurs 

- pa-le-on-tol-o-gist {chiefly US) or Brit pal-ae-orvtol-o- 
gist /,peili,a:n'ta:l3cfeist, Brit ^aeli^n'tolacfeist/ noun, pi 
-gists [count] 

pabette /'paelat/ noun, pi -ettes [count] 

1 : a thin board that has a hole for the thumb at one end and 
that is used by a painter to mix colors while painting 

a 2 : the range of colors used by someone — usually singular ■ 
The designer’s palette consists mainly of earth tones. ■ The 
palette for this season’s fashions is full of pastels, 
palette knife noun, pi ~ knives [count] 

1 : a knife that has a blade which bends easily and that is 
used by painters to mix colors and apply paint 
2 Brit : spatula 2 

pabbmony /'pae^mouni/ noun [noncount] chiefly US 
: money that a court orders one person to pay to his or her 
former partner after they have stopped living together 
pa-limp-sest /'paelampisest/ noun, pi -sests [count] 

1 technical : a very old document on which the original writ¬ 
ing has been erased and replaced with new writing 
2 formal: something that has changed over time and shows 
evidence of that change ■ The ancient city is an architectural 
palimpsest. ■ a palimpsest of memories 
pal-irbdrome /'paelan^roum/ noun, pi -dromes [count] 
: a word, phrase, or number that reads the same backward 
or forward ■ The word “dad” and the number "1881” are pal¬ 
indromes. 

paling noun, pi -ings [count] chiefly Brit : a piece of wood 
that is one of the upright pieces of a fence 
pabbsade /.paeb'seid/ noun, pi -sades 
1 [count] : a high fence made of pointed stakes that was used 
in the past to protect a building or area 
2 palisades [plural] US : a line of steep cliffs especially 
along a river or ocean 
''pall /'pa.l/ noun, pi palls [count] formal 

1 : something (such as a cloud of smoke) that covers a place 
and makes it dark — usually singular ■ A pall of smoke hung 
over the village after the fire. — often used figuratively ■ a 


pall of grief ■ The sad news cast a pall on/over the school. 

2 : a heavy cloth that is used for covering a coffin, hearse, or 
tomb 

2 pall verb palls; palled; palbing [no obj]formal 

1 : to become dull: to no longer be enjoyable or interesting 
■ He found that his retirement hobbies palled after a couple 
of years. 

2 : to lessen or fade ■ His interest in politics has palled over 
the years. ■ The excitement of the party quickly began to 
pall. [=dwindle] 

palbbear-er /'pa:l,ber&/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person 
who helps to carry the coffin at a funeral 
pablet /'paelat/ noun, pi -lets 
[count] 

1 : a wooden or metal platform 
that is used to support heavy things 
while they are being stored or 
moved ■ The computers are packed 
in boxes and then stacked on pallets 
until they’re ready to be shipped. 

2 a : a cloth bag that is filled with 
straw and used as a bed b : a 
small, hard bed 

pablbate /'paeli,eit/ verb -ates; -at*ed; -at«ing [+ obf] for¬ 
mal : to make the effects of (something, such as an illness) 
less painful, harmful, or harsh ■ treatments that can palliate 
the painful symptoms of the disease 

— pablba«tion ^pseli'eijan/ noun [noncount] • palliation of 
pain 

pablba*tive /'paelheitiv, Brit 'paelbtiv/ noun, pi -tives 
[count] 

1 medical : something that reduces the effects or symptoms 
of a medical condition without curing it ■ The disease has no 
cure, but a number of palliatives exist. ■ Travel is like a pal¬ 
liative against depression for him. 

2 formal : something that is intended to make a bad situa¬ 
tion seem better but that does not really improve the situa¬ 
tion ■ symbolic palliatives for inner-city troubles 

— palliative adj ■ palliative care/treatment 
pablid /'paelad/ adj [more most —] formal 

1 : very pale in a way that suggests poor health ■ the patient’s 
pallid face 

2 : dull and uninteresting ■ a pallid performance ■ The movie 
is a pallid version of the classic novel. 

pablor /'psela 1 / noun [singular] formal : paleness especially of 
the face that is caused by illness ■ The boy’s sickly pallor con¬ 
cerned his mother even though he had no fever, 
pably /*paeli/ adj, not used before a noun [more most —] 
chiefly Brit, informal : very friendly ■ He got very pally 
[=chummy] with the manager. ■ We’ve been pally for years. 

1 palm /'pa:m/ noun, pi palms [count] : the inside part of the 
hand between the wrist and the fingers ■ He placed a coin in 
the child’s outstretched palm. ■ The kitten was small enough 
to fit in the palm of my hand. ■ He claimed that he could read 
my palm. [=look at the lines on the palm of my hand and tell 
me what was going to happen to me in the future] — see pic¬ 
ture at HAND 

grease the palm of see 2 grease 

have someone in the palm of your hand : to have control 
or influence over someone : to be able to control someone 
easily ■ She has her boss in the palm of her hand. 

— compare 2 palm 
2 palm noun,pi palms [count] 

1 a : a kind of tree that grows in tropical regions and has a 
straight, tall trunk and many large leaves at the top of the 
trunk — called also palm tree b : a bush or large plant that 
is related to the palm and can be grown indoors — see color 
picture on page C6 

2 : the leaf of a palm especially when it is carried as a symbol 
of victory or in celebration of something ■ People were wav¬ 
ing palms in the streets. 

— compare *palm 

3 palm verb palms; palmed; palm.ing [+ obj\ 

1 : to hide (something) in the palm of your hand ■ The 
store’s owner had seen one of the girls palm a lipstick before 
heading for the door. ■ To do the card trick, you have to 
learn to palm one of the cards. 

2 a basketball : to hold (a basketball) in an illegal way for a 
moment while you are dribbling ■ He was called for palming 
the ball, b soccer : to knock (the ball) away from the goal 
with your hands ■ The kick was palmed away by the goal¬ 
keeper. 
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palm off [phrasal verb] informal 1 palm (something) off or 
palm off (something) a : to sell (something) for more 
than it is worth by being dishonest about it ■ The antique 
dealer had tried to palm the painting off as an original. ■ 
He’ll palm [=pawn] the car off on/onto some unsuspecting 
fool if he can. b : to get someone to accept or do (some¬ 
thing) ■ He tried to palm off science fiction as truth. ■ She’s 
good at palming off her household chores on her little sis¬ 
ter. 2 palm yourself off as (someone) : to pretend to be 
(someone you are not) • He palmed [=passed] himself off as 
a lawyer. 

palm-ist-ry /'pcumastri/ noun [noncount\ : the art or activi¬ 
ty of looking at the lines on the palms of people’s hands and 
telling them what will happen to them in the future 

— palm-ist /'pa:mist/ noun, pi -ists [count] 

palm Oil noun [noncount] : oil that is obtained from the fruit 
of some palm trees and used in cooking and in making soap 
and other products 

Palm Sunday noun [noncount] : the Christian holiday cel¬ 
ebrated on the Sunday before Easter 
palm-top /'pa:m,ta:p/ noun, pi -tops [count] : a computer 
that is small enough to be held in the palm of your hand 
palm tree noun,pi ~ trees [count] : 2 palm la 
pal-O-mi-no Apseb'miinou/ noun, pi -nos [count] : a horse 
that is light golden or cream in color and that has a cream or 
white mane and tail 

pal-pa-ble /'pselpabal/ ad] [more most ~] formal : obvi¬ 
ous and noticeable ■ I felt a palpable sense of relief. ■ The at¬ 
traction between them was palpable. • There was a palpable 
excitement in the air as the town prepared for the festival. 

— pal-pa-bly /'pselpabli/ adv ■ the palpably real danger 
pal-pate /•psel.peit/ verb -pates; -pat-ed; -pat-ing [+ obf] 

medical : to examine (part of the body) by touching it ■ The 
doctor palpated his ribs to see if there was any tenderness. 

— pal-pa-tion /pael'peijan/ noun [noncount] 
pal-pi-tate / , p 2 elpa,teit/ verb [no obj] of the heart : to beat 

quickly and strongly and often in a way that is not regular 
because of excitement, nervousness, etc. ■ My heart began to 
palpitate when I was announced as the winner. 

— pal'pi-ta-tion Apaelpa'teijan/ noun, pi -tions [count] 
medical — usually plural ■ Symptoms include dizziness 
and (heart) palpitations. ■ I was under so much stress that I 
developed palpitations. [=my heart began to palpitate] 

1 pal-sy /'pailzi/ noun [noncount] medical : a medical condi¬ 
tion that causes your body or part of your body to shake un¬ 
controllably ■ facial palsy — see also cerebral palsy 

— pal-sied /'padzid/ adj 

2 palsy /'paelzi/ adj palsi-er; -est irxformal : palsy-walsy 
palsy-walsy /,p£elzi'w£elzi/ adj [more most ~] informal 
: friendly in a way that is not proper or sincere ■ I don’t think 
the boss should be getting palsy-walsy with her employees, 
pal-try /'pailtri/ adj pal-tri-er; -est [also more most ~] 
formal 

1 : very small or too small in amount ■ They’re offering a 
paltry [=meager] salary for the position. ■ Sales have in¬ 
creased by a paltry [^measly] two percent. 

2 : having little meaning, importance, or worth ■ a paltry ex¬ 
cuse ■ paltry work 

pam-pas /*paemp3z/ noun 

the pampas : large, flat, grassy areas of land in South Amer¬ 
ica ■ cattle roaming the pampas 
pamp-er /'p*mp^/ verb -pers; -pered; -per-ing [+ obj] 
: to treat (someone or something) very well : to give (some¬ 
one or something) a lot of attention and care ■ They really 
pamper their guests at that hotel. ■ She pampered herself with 
a day at the spa. ■ He was pampered all his life and doesn’t 
know how to function in the real world. 

— pampered adj [more most ~] ■ a pampered pet ■ the 
pampered life of the wealthy 

pam-phlet /'pzemfbt/ noun, pi -phlets [count] : a small, 
thin book with no cover or only a paper cover that has infor¬ 
mation about a particular subject 
pam-phle-teer Apaemfla'tte/ noun, pi -teers [count] : a 
person who writes pamphlets usually to support a cause or 
to criticize someone or something 
1 pan /'peen/ noun, pi pans [count] 

1 a : a usually shallow and open metal container that has a 
handle and that is used for cooking or baking ■ The rice is in 
a pan on the stove. ■ Spread the batter evenly in the pan 
[: -(Brit ) tin] and bake for 40 minutes. ■ a cake/loaf/roasting 
pan — see also frying pan, saucepan b : a container 


that is like a cooking pan that is used for holding something 

— see also bedpan, dustpan 

2 Brit: ‘bowl 2a ■ a toilet pan 

3 : STEEL DRUM 

down the pan Brit, informal 1 — used to describe some¬ 
thing that is being wasted or lost ■ It’s just money down the 
pan. [=(US) down the drain] • All my hard work went down 
the pan. 2 — used to describe something that is getting 
much worse ■ The business is going down the pan. [=(US) 
going down the drain] 
flash in the pan see 2 flash 

2 pan verb pans; panned; pan-ning : to move (a movie, vid¬ 
eo, or television camera) across a scene or along with some¬ 
one or something that is moving [+ obj] He panned the cam¬ 
era over the seats of the stadium. ■ The camera panned the 
seats of the stadium, [no obj] The director/camera panned 
past the pile of shoes to the bare feet of the playing children. 

— compare 3 pan 

3 pan verb pans; panned; pan-ning 

1 [+ obj] irxformal : to criticize (a book, movie, play, etc.) se¬ 
verely ■ The newspaper’s movie critic panned the film. — of¬ 
ten used as (be) panned ■ The book was panned by the critics. 

2 : to wash pieces of earth or stones with water in a special 
kind of pan in order to find pieces of gold or other metals 
[no obj] — usually + for ■ The gold mine is no longer in use, 
but visitors to the mine can still pan for gold. [+ obj] We 
heard reports of people panning gold upriver. 

pan out [phrasal verb] 1 : to develop or happen ■ We’ll have 
to see how things pan out. [-turn out] 2 : to have the end 
or result that you want : to succeed or turn out well ■ If 
things don’t pan out [=work out] here. I’ll move back to the 
city. ■ Her plans never panned out. ■ He applied for a num¬ 
ber of jobs and is hoping that one of them will pan out. 
[^hoping that he will get one of the jobs] 

— compare 2 pan 
pan-prefix 

1 : all or completely ■ panorama 

2 : involving all of a specified group ■ Pan- American • pan¬ 
demic 

pan-a-cea Apasna'skja/ noun, pi -ce-as [count] somewhat 
formal : something that will make everything about a situa¬ 
tion better ■ The law will improve the lives of local farmers, 
but it is no panacea. • An increase in tuition won’t be a pan¬ 
acea [=cure-all] for the college’s financial problems, 
pa-nache /pa'nseJV noun [noncount] : lots of energy and 
style ■ She played the role of hostess with great panache. 
pan-a-ma hat or Pan-a-ma hat /'psena^a:-/ noun, pi ~~ 
hats [count] : a light hat with a broad brim that is made 
from straw — called also panama\ see picture at HAT 
Pan—Amer-i-can /.psena'menkan/ adj : of, relating to, or 
involving the countries of North and South America ■ the 
Pan-American highway 

pan-cake /'p 2 en,keik/ noun, pi -cakes [count] 

1 : a thin, flat, round cake that is made by cooking batter on 
both sides in a frying pan or on a hot surface (called a grid¬ 
dle) ■ We had blueberry pancakes and sausage for breakfast. 

— see also potato pancake 

2 : thick makeup worn especially by actors ■ She wore se¬ 
quins, false eyelashes, and pancake onstage. — called also 
pancake makeup 

(as) flat as a pancake see ‘flat 
Pancake Day noun [noncount] Brit : shrove Tuesday 
pan-cet-ta /paen'tfeta/ noun [noncount] : a kind of Italian 
bacon 

pan-cre-as /'pseqkrijas/ noun, pi -as-es [count] : a large 
gland of the body that is near the stomach and that produces 
insulin and other substances that help the body digest food 

— see picture at HUMAN 

— pan-cre-at-ic ^paerjkri'setik/ adj ■ pancreatic cancer/tis¬ 
sue 

pan-da /'psenda/ noun, pi 
-das [count] 

1 : a large animal with black- 
and-white fur that looks like 
a bear, lives in China, and 
eats mostly bamboo shoots 

— called also giant panda, 
panda bear 

2 : RED PANDA 

panda car noun, pi - cars 
[count] Brit, irxformal : a 
small police car 
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pandemic • pant 


1170 


pan-dem-ic /pasn'demik/ noun, pi -ics [count] medical: an 
occurrence in which a disease spreads very quickly and af¬ 
fects a large number of people over a wide area or through¬ 
out the world ■ The 1918 flu pandemic claimed millions of 
lives. ■ the AIDS pandemic 

— pandemic adj ■ a pandemic virus/disease ■ pandemic ma¬ 
laria 

pan*de*mo*ni*um Apasnda'mounijam/ noun [noncount] 
: a situation in which a crowd of people act in a wild, uncon¬ 
trolled, or violent way because they are afraid, excited, or 
confused ■ The announcement that the concert was canceled 
was met with pandemonium. ■ Pandemonium erupted in the 
courtroom when the verdict was announced, 
pan-der /'psenda*/ verb -ders; -dered; -der-ing [no obj 1 
disapproving : to do or provide what someone wants or de¬ 
mands even though it is not proper, good, or reasonable — 
usually + to • The film panders to the popular taste for vio¬ 
lence in entertainment. 

Pan-dO*ra’S box /pasn'doraz-/ noun [singular] : a source 
of many troubles : something that will lead to many prob¬ 
lems ■ Her parents are understandably afraid of opening a 
Pandora's box [=causing many worries and problems] if they 
buy her a car. 

pane /'pein/ noun, pi panes [count] : a sheet of glass in a 
window or door ■ a pane of glass — see picture at window 
pan-e*gy-rlc Apama'cfcink/ noun, pi -rlcs [count] formal 
: something (such as a speech or a piece of writing) that 
praises someone or something — often + to ■ The film is a 
panegyric to old-fashioned virtues. 

1 pan»el /'pasnl/ noun, pi -els [count] 

1 a : a group of people who answer questions, give advice or 
opinions about something, or take part in a discussion for an 
audience ■ The university is hosting a panel on free speech. ■ 
Tonight’s show features a panel of famous chefs. ■ Three of 
the members on the panel are doctors. ■ a panel discussion 
on (the topic of) education b : a group of people with spe¬ 
cial knowledge, skill, or experience who give advice or make 
decisions ■ The advisory panel has recommended that the 
drug be approved. ■ A panel of judges selected the book for 
this year’s award. C US : a group of people who are chosen 
to be jurors : jury — called also jury panel 

2 a : one of the flat pieces that make up a door, wall, or ceil¬ 
ing ■ The room was visible through the door’s glass panel. ■ 
One of the ceiling panels needs to be replaced, b : a piece 
of cloth that makes up part of something sewn together ■ 
Each of the skirt’s five panels is a different color. ■ Sew the 
two panels together to form a tablecloth. C : a piece of met¬ 
al or plastic that forms part of the outside surface of a vehi¬ 
cle ■ Aside from a dent in one of the side panels the car is in 
good shape. 

3 : a flat surface where the controls of a vehicle, machine, 
etc., are located ■ the control panel ■ The last number you 
called is listed on the phone’s display panel. — see also in¬ 
strument panel 

— see also solar panel 

2 panel verb -els; US -eled or Brit -elled; US -eMng or Brit 
-el-ling [+ obj]: to cover (a wall, ceiling, etc.) with flat piec¬ 
es of wood, glass, etc. ■ We paneled the living room with oak. 
■ The walls were paneled in oak. 

— paneled adj ■ The bedroom had dark paneled walls and 
large windows. ■ a heavy paneled door 

paneling ( US) or Brit panelling noun [noncount] : square 
or rectangular pieces of wood that are joined together to 
cover a wall or ceiling ■ The dining room had dark paneling. 
pan-eMst /'pasnlist/ noun, pi -Ists [count] : a person who is 
a part of a group of people who answer questions, give ad¬ 
vice or opinions, etc. : a person who is a member of a panel 
panel truck noun, pi ~ trucks [count] US: a small truck or 
van with a fully enclosed body that is often used to deliver 
goods 

pan-fry /'pa 2 n,frai/ verb -fries; -fried; -fry-lng [+ obj] : to 
cook (food) in a frying pan with a small amount of fat ■ pan¬ 
fried fish 

pang /'pasg/ noun, pi pangs [count] : a sudden, strong feel¬ 
ing of physical or emotional pain ■ hunger pangs — often + 
of ■ She felt a pang of guilt for not offering to help. 
1 pan-han-dle /'pa 2 n,ha 2 nd|/ noun, pi -handles [count] US 
: a part of a land area (such as a state) that is narrow and 
sticks out from a larger area ■ the panhandle of Florida = the 
Florida Panhandle • The Texas Panhandle is the northern¬ 
most part of the state. ■ the Oklahoma Panhandle 
2 panhandle verb -handles; -han-dled; -handling [no 


obj] chiefly US : to ask strangers for money in a public place 
(such as on a sidewalk) ■ He panhandled for his bus fare. ■ 
There is a law against panhandling in the subway. 

— pan-han-dler /■pasn.hsendla*/ noun, pi -dlers [count] 

1 pan-ic /'pasnik/ noun, pi -Ics 

1 : a state or feeling of extreme fear that makes someone un¬ 
able to act or think normally [singular] He was in a panic 
when he realized how late he was. ■ There’s no reason to get 
into a panic, [noncount] The villagers fled in panic from the 
approaching army. ■ The crowd was in a state of panic. • She 
has panic attacks whenever she has to speak in public. ■ 
( medical ) He was diagnosed with panic disorder. [=an illness 
that causes someone to have frequent panic attacks] 

2 [count] : a situation that causes many people to become 
afraid and to rush to do something — usually singular ■ The 
recent panic over/about unsafe drinking water resulted in a 
shortage of bottled water in the stores. 

— pan-icky /■paeniki/ adj [more most ~1 ■ He got panicky 
when he realized how late he was. 

2 pan!c verb -ics; -icked; -Ick-lng 

1 [no obj]: to be overcome with extreme fear : to be affected 
by panic ■ If something goes wrong, don’t panic. 

2 [+ obj] : to cause (a person or animal) to feel extreme fear 
: to cause (a person or animal) to feel panic ■ The deer, pan¬ 
icked by the headlights, ran in front of the car. 

panic button noun, pi ~ -tons [count] : a button in a 
bank, store, etc., that a person can press to call for help dur¬ 
ing an emergency (such as a robbery) 
push/hlt/press the panic button : to become extremely 
afraid or nervous when something bad happens or might 
happen ■ Medical officials says there is no need to push the 
panic button over two isolated cases of the disease, 
pan-ic—Strlck-en / l pa2nik,stnk3n/ adj [more most ~] 
: too frightened to think or act normally : overcome with 
panic ■ The panic-stricken horses crashed through the door 
of the burning bam. 

pan • n I er /'pxnj&/noun, pi -nlers [count] chiefly Brit : sad¬ 
dlebag 

pan-O-ply /'psenapli/ noun, pi -plies [count] formal : a 
group or collection that is impressive because it is so big or 
because it includes so many different kinds of people or 
things — usually singular ■ A panoply of drugs [=a wide array 
of drugs] is now available to treat depression. ■ the full pano¬ 
ply of American literature 

pan-ora-ma Apasna'rsema, Brit jpasna'rcrma/ noun, pi 
-mas [count] 

1 : a full and wide view of something — usually singular ■ 
You can see a panorama of the entire bay from here. 

2 a : a way of showing or telling something that includes a 
lot of information and covers many topics : a thorough pre¬ 
sentation of a subject — usually singular ■ The book presents 
a panorama [= overview ] of immigration in America, b : a 
group that includes many different people or things : a wide 
selection — usually singular ■ a panorama of cultures 

— pan-o-ram-ic /ipaena'rasmik/ adj ■ a panoramic view of 
the city - a panoramic photograph of the Grand Canyon 

pan-pipe /'pa 2 n,paip/ noun, pi -pipes [count] : a musical in¬ 
strument that is made up of several short pipes of different 
lengths and that is played by blowing air across the top ■ play 
the panpipe — often plural especially in British English ■ 
play the panpipes 

pan-sy /'pasnzi/ noun, pi -sles [count] 

1 : a small plant that is grown in gardens and has colorful 
flowers with five petals; also : its flower — see color picture 
on page C6 

2 informal + old-fashioned a : a weak man or boy who is 
easily frightened b offensive : a male homosexual 

pant /'pasnt/ verb pants; pant-ed; pant-lng 

1 a [no obj] : to breathe hard and quickly ■ Dogs pant when 
they are hot. ■ The hikers were panting by the time they 
reached the top of the hill. ■ They panted up the hill. [=they 
were panting as they went up the hill] ■ The patient was pant¬ 
ing for breath. [=breathing heavily] — sometimes used figu¬ 
ratively ■ The engine was panting noisily as it stood on the 
tracks. • The car panted up the hill, b [+ obj]: to say (some¬ 
thing) while you are breathing quickly and heavily ■ “I’ve run 
far enough,” he panted. [=gasped] 

2 [no obj] informal : to wish for or want something very ea¬ 
gerly — often +/or or after ■ Fans are panting for the writer’s 
next book. ■ We knew she was panting after the starring role 
in the play, f-she wanted the starring role very much] — of- 
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ten followed by to + verb • The crowd was panting to hear the 
outcome. 

- see also pants 

pan-ta-loons /,p2ent3'lu:nz/ noun \plural\ old-fashioned 
: pants with wide legs that become narrow at the bottom ■ a 
clown in brightly colored pantaloons 
pan-the-on /■psenO^ain/ noun, pi -ons [count] 

1 : the gods of a particular country or group of people ■ the 
Greek and Roman pantheons 

2 somewhat formal : a group of people who are famous or 
important — often + of' He occupies a place in the pantheon 
of great American writers. [=he is one of the great American 
writers] 

3 : a temple that is built to honor all the gods of a particular 
country or group of people 

pan-ther /'psen Ba/ noun, pi pa others also panther 
[count] 

1 : a large, black wildcat 

2 US : cougar 

pant-ies /'psentiz/ noun [plural] chiefly US : a piece of girl’s 
or woman’s underwear that covers the area between the 
waist and the top of the legs — called also {Brit) knickers, ; see 
color picture on page C13 

pan-to /'pfentou/ noun, pi -tos [count, noncount] Brit, infor¬ 
mal : Pantomime ■ a Christmas panto 
1 pan-to-mi me /'psenta^aim/ noun, pi -mimes 

1 a [noncount] : a way of expressing information or telling a 
story without words by using body movements and facial ex¬ 
pressions ■ In the game of charades, one player uses panto¬ 
mime to represent a word or phrase that the other players 
have to try to guess, b : a performance in which a story is 
told without words by using body movements and facial ex¬ 
pressions [count] We saw pantomimes at the fair, [non¬ 
count] a ballet that is part dance and part pantomime 

2 [count] Brit : a play for children performed during the 
Christmas season that is based on a fairy tale and includes 
singing and dancing 

2 pantomime verb -mimes; -mimed; -mim-ing [+ obj] : to 
make the movements of someone who is doing something 
without actually doing it: mime ■ He pantomimed someone 
talking on the phone. 

pan-try /'psentri/ noun, pi -tries [count] : a small room in a 
house in which food is stored 
pants /'psents/ noun [plural] 

'll chiefly US : a piece of clothing that covers your body from 
the waist to the ankle and has a separate part for each leg ■ a 
pair of pants [=trousers] ■ short/long pants ■ a pants leg — 
sometimes used in the singular form pant especially before 
another noun and in clothing catalogs ■ a pant leg ■ a classic 
khaki pant = (more commonly) classic khaki pants — see 
color picture on page Cl4 
2 Brit : underpants 1 
ants in your pants see ant 
by the seat of your pants see ’seat 
keep your pants on US, informal — used to tell someone to 
be patient ■ “Aren’t you ready to leave yet?” “Keep your 
pants on\ I’ll be ready in a minute.” 
the pants off informal — used for emphasis after words like 
charm, scare, frighten, bore , and beat ■ He can charm the 
pants off anybody. [=he is very charming] ■ She scared the 
pants off us [=she scared us very badly] when she phoned at 
3 a.m. ■ The meeting bored the pants off me. ■ The home 
team beat the pants off the visiting team last night. 
wear the pants see ’wear 

with your pants down US, informal : in an embanassing or 
unprepared position ■ The clinic now maintains an ade¬ 
quate supply of vaccine so that it won’t be caught with its 
pants down if there is a flu outbreak two years in a row. 
pant-SUit /'pfent,su:t/ noun, pi -suits [count] US : a wom¬ 
an’s suit consisting of a jacket and pants that are made of the 
same material — called also (US) pants suit, {Brit) trouser suit 
panty-hose /'p£enti,hooz/ noun [plural] US : clothing for 
women made of thin material that fits closely over the feet 
and legs and goes up to the waist ■ a pair of pantyhose — 
called also {Brit) tights, ; see color picture on page Cl3 
panty line noun, pi ~ lines [count] : the edge of a woman’s 
panties especially when it can be seen through her clothing 
as a long, thin line ■ a visible panty line 
panty liner noun . pi ~~ ers [count] : a very thin pad that is 
worn inside a woman’s panties in order to protect them from 
stains 

pap /'pzep/ noun [noncount] informal : books, television pro¬ 


grams, etc., that are worthless or dull ■ That show is better 
than most of the pap on TV. ■ Why do you read that pap ? 
pa-pa also US pop-pa /'pa.pa/ noun, pi -pas [count] infor¬ 
mal + somewhat old-fashioned : a person’s father — used es¬ 
pecially by young children ■ Where’s papal ■ Good morning, 
Papal — compare mama 
pa-pa-cy /'peipasi/ noun, pi -cies 

1 the papacy : the office or position of the pope ■ He was se¬ 
lected by the cardinals for the papacy. 

2 [count] : the time when a particular pope is in power — 
usually singular ■ during the papacy of John Paul II 

pa-pal /'peipal/ ad), always used before a noun : of or relat¬ 
ing to the pope or the government of the Roman Catholic 
Church ■ a papal decree/visit ■ papal authority 
papal infallibility noun [noncount] : the Roman Catholic 
belief that the pope cannot be wrong when using his official 
position of power to give instructions about Christian faith 
or morals 

pa-pa-raz-ZO /(paipa'raitsou, Brit ,p£ep3'r£etsou/ noun, pi 
pa-pa-raz-zi Apccpa'raitsi, Brit ,p2ep9 ( rcetsi/ [count]: a pho¬ 
tographer who follows famous people in order to take their 
pictures and then sells the pictures to newspapers or maga¬ 
zines — usually plural - a movie star surrounded by a swarm 
of paparaxi 

pa-pa-ya /pa'paja/ noun, pi -yas 
[count, noncount] : a yellowish- 
green fruit with black seeds that 
grows on a tropical tree 
1 pa«per /'peipa 1 / noun, pi -pers 

1 I noncount] '■ the material that is 
used in the form of thin sheets for 
writing or printing on, wrapping 
things, etc. ■ We’ll need pens, glue, 
and some paper. ■ Be sure to print/ 
write the letter on good paper. • She 
wrapped the present in pretty paper 
[-wrapping paper] and put a bow on 
the top. ■ a sheet of paper ■ He scribbled the number on a 
scrap of paper. ■ a crumpled/tom piece of paper • a pad of 
paper — see also graph paper, scrap paper, silver pa¬ 
per, TISSUE PAPER, TOILET PAPER, WAX PAPER, WRITING 
PAPER 

2 a [count] : a sheet of paper with information written or 
printed on it — usually plural ■ A pile of papers blew off the 
desk. ■ She has possession of the writer’s personal papers, b 
papers [plural] : official documents that give information 
about something or that are used as proof of something ■ 
The border guards asked to see my papers. ■ divorce papers ■ 
legal papers — see also walking papers, working pa¬ 
pers 

3 [count] a : a piece of writing usually on an academic or 
official subject ■ They published a landmark paper in 1995. ■ 
She presented a paper [=she delivered a speech about a writ¬ 
ten work] at the conference. ■ a scientific paper ■ a govern¬ 
ment paper — see also position paper b US : sl piece of 
writing that is done for a course at a school ■ He handed in a 
paper [=essay] about the nesting habits of birds. ■ The teacher 
was busy giading papers. — see also term paper c Brit 
: an exam or test in which students write answers to written 
questions ■ She did well on her history paper. 

4 [count] : newspaper ■ a news story in the local paper ■ the 
morning paper • Did you hear what the papers are saying/re¬ 
porting? ■ It was the sort of thing you read about in the pa¬ 
pers. — see also funny papers 

5 [count, noncount] : paper that is used to cover or decorate 
the walls of a room : wallpaper ■ She picked a light green 
paper for the living room. 

on paper 1 : in a written form : in writing ■ He finally put 
his ideas on paper. [=he finally wrote down his ideas] 2 — 
used to say that something seems to be true or likely when 
you read or hear what is known about it but that the real 
situation may be different ■ The other team looked better 
on paper , but we beat them anyway. ■ On paper , the proce¬ 
dure is relatively simple. 

push paper(s) informal : to do boring or unimportant work 
in an office ■ She wanted to be a pilot, but instead she end¬ 
ed up pushing papers in a government job. — see also pa¬ 
per pusher 

put/set pen to paper see ’pen 
2 paper adj 

1 : made of paper ■ a paper bag ■ paper cups/plates [=cups/ 
plates made of thick paper and usually designed to be used 





paper • parachute 


1172 


once and then thrown away] ■ The cups/plates were paper. 

2 always used before a noun : of or relating to paper ■ paper 
manufacturers ■ a paper mill [=a mill/factory where paper is 
made] 

3 always used before a noun : existing or shown on paper or 
in documents but not real ■ Their accounts showed lots of 
paper profits, but they went bankrupt anyway. ■ paper losses 

3 paper verb -pers; -pered; -per»ing [+ obj] : to cover (some¬ 
thing, such as a wall) with paper • paper [-wallpaper ] the bed¬ 
room 

paper over [phrasal verb] paper (something) over or paper 
over (something) : to hide (something bad, such as differ¬ 
ences or problems) ■ They papered over their disagree¬ 
ments [=they pretended that they did not disagree] in order 
to convince the investors to put up the money. ■ (chiefly 
Brit) We have to acknowledge these problems. We can’t 
just paper over the cracks. 

pa*per*back /'peipa , |b£ek/ noun, pi -backs : a book that 
has a thick paper cover [count] The store sells both paper¬ 
backs and hardcovers, [noncount] The book is sold only in 
paperback. — compare HARDCOVER, SOFTCOVER 

- paperback adi ■ a paperback novel/edition 
pa-per-boy /'peipaiboi/ noun, pi -boys [count] : a boy who 

delivers newspapers to people’s houses 
paper clip noun, pi ~ clips [count] : a piece of wire bent 
into flat loops that is used to hold sheets of paper together 

— see picture at office 

pa*per*girl /'peipa-jga*!/ noun, pi -girls [count] : a girl who 
delivers newspapers to people's houses 
pa«penhang«er/ , peip^hEei)»//iowrt,/?/-ers [count] US : a 
person whose job is to put up wallpaper 
paper knife noun, pi ~ knives [count] Brit : letter 
opener 

pa*per*leSS /‘peipaJss/ adj : using computers instead of pa¬ 
per to record or exchange information • a paperless office ■ a 
paperless business transaction 

paper money noun [noncount] : money that is made of pa¬ 
per : money in the form of bills instead of coins 
paper pusher noun, pi ~ -ers [count] chiefly US. informal 
+ disapproving : someone who does boring or unimportant 
work in an office — called also (US) pencil pusher. (Brit) pen 
pusher 

pa»per—thin /‘peipa-jGm/ adi *. very thin • paper-thin slices 
of roast beef ■ The walls are paper-thin. 
paper tiger noun, pi ~ -gers [count] : someone or some¬ 
thing that appears powerful or dangerous but is not ■ The 
new laws are just paper tigers without any method of en¬ 
forcement. 

paper towel noun, pi ~ -els : a sheet of soft and thick pa¬ 
per that can soak up liquid and that is used for drying your 
hands, cleaning up spills, etc. [count] She used a paper towel 
to wipe off the counter. • (US) a roll of paper towels [=(Brit) a 
roll of kitchen paper] [ noncount ] (US) a piece of paper towel 
[-(Brit) kitchen paper] 

paper trail noun, pi ~ trails [count] chiefly US : documents 
(such as financial records or memos) that make it possible 
for someone at a later time to know what was done, dis¬ 
cussed, etc. ■ They covered up the fraud and were careful not 
to leave a paper trail. 

pa*per*weight /‘peipa'iweit/ noun, pi -weights [count] : a 
small, heavy object that is used to hold down loose papers on 
a surface 

pa*per*WOrk flpeipa^wak/ noun [noncount] 

1 : routine work that involves writing letters, reports, etc. ■ 
He spent most of the morning doing (his) paperwork. ■ ad¬ 
ministrative paperwork 

2 : the official documents that are needed for something to 
happen or be done ■ She failed to file the paperwork on time. 
■ The lawyer had us fill in the paperwork for the mortgage. 

pa*pery /'peipsri/ adj [more most ~] : very thin or dry 
like paper ■ a berry with papery skin ■ the papery wing of a 
moth 

pa-pier-ma-che Apeipa'ms'Jel, Brit ipsepjei'msejei/ noun 
[noncount] : a material that is made of paper mixed with wa¬ 
ter, glue, and other substances and that hardens as it dries ■ 
She made a mask out of papier-mdche. — often used before 
another noun ■ a large papier-mdche sculpture 
pap'Py /'pa.‘pi/ noun, pi -pies [count] US. informal : a per¬ 
son's father : papa — used chiefly in the southern and east 
central part of the U.S. 

pa-pri-ka /ps'pri.ks/ noun [noncount] : a red powder that is 


made from sweet peppers and used as a spice for food ■ to¬ 
mato sauce made with garlic, paprika, and pepper 
Pap smear /'paep'smia/ noun, pi ~ smears [count] US, 
medical: a test for the early detection of cancer of the uter¬ 
us and cervix ■ She has a Pap smear done every year. — 
called also (US) Pap test, (Brit) cervical smear, (Brit) smear 
test 

pa*py*rus /pa'pairas/ noun, pi pa-py-ri /ps'pairi/ or pa- 

py-rus-es 

1 [noncount] : a tall plant that is like grass and that grows in 
marshes especially in Egypt 

2 a [noncount] : paper made from papyrus that was used in 
ancient times ■ an ancient text written on papyrus ■ a roll/ 
scroll of papyrus • a papyrus scroll b [count]: a piece of pa¬ 
per made from papyrus that has writing on it ■ He discovered 
a papyrus in the ruins, per made from papyrus that has writ¬ 
ing on it ■ He discovered a papyrus in the ruins. 

par /'paa 1 / noun, pi pars 

1 : the number of strokes a good golfer is expected to take to 
finish a golf hole or course [noncount] He made/scored par 
on the ninth hole. • She finished the 18th hole three strokes 
under/over par. • The 18th hole is a par 5. [=par for the 18th 
hole is five strokes] ■ a par-5 hole [count] He made/scored a 
par on the ninth hole. ■ She made/scored nine pars in a row. 

2 [ noncount ] business : the value of a stock or bond that is 
printed on the paper of the stock or bond itself or that is de¬ 
cided upon when the stock or bond is issued ■ That stock is 
trading (at) 16 percent above/below par. — called also par 
value 

above par : better than normal or expected : very good ■ 
The performance was above par. 
below par also under par : worse than expected : not very 
good : bad ■ Our meal was below par. [=subpar] • I'm feel¬ 
ing a little below par. 

on (a) par with : at the same level or standard as (someone 
or something else) ■ The new version of the software is on a 
par with the old one. [=is as good as the old one] ■ His new 
book is on par with his best sellers. 
par for the course disapproving : normal or typical : not 
unusual or unexpected ■ His son’s bad behavior is just par 
for the course. [=his son often/always behaves badly] ■ It's 
par for the course that she’s late to the meeting. 
up to par : good enough : as good as expected or wanted ■ 
She was checking to see if his work was up to par. — usual¬ 
ly used in negative statements ■ His course work is not up to 
par. [=not as good as it should be] ■ She’s not feeling up to 
par. [=she is not feeling well; her health is not good] 
para, abbr paragraph 
' para-prefix 

1 : beyond or outside of "paranormal 

2 : helping highly trained professionals by doing tasks that 
require less training "paramedic - paralegal 

2 para- combining form : parachute "paratrooper "parasailing 
par-a-ble /'persbsl/ noun, pi -ables [count] : a short story 
that teaches a moral or spiritual lesson ■ He told the children 
a parable about the importance of forgiveness.; especially 
: one of the stories told by Jesus Christ and recorded in the 
Bible ■ the parable of the Good Samaritan 
pa-rab-O-la /ps'reebsls/ noun, pi -las [count] technical : a 
curve that is shaped like the path of something that is 
thrown forward and high in the air and falls back to the 
ground — sometimes used figuratively • a biography that 
follows the parabola of the actress’s career [=a biography 
that shows the rise and fall of the actress’s career] 

— par-a-bol-ic /,per3'ba:lik/ adi ■ a parabolic curve 

para-cet-a-mol 

/iperd'si'.tdima:!/ noun [noncount] 

Brit : acetominophen 

1 para-chute /'per3,Ju:t/ noun, pi 

-chutes [count] : a piece of 
equipment usually made of cloth 
that is fastened to people or things 
and that allows them to fall slowly 
and land safely after they have 
jumped or been dropped from an 
aircraft ■ The pilot was wearing a 
parachute. • The supplies were 
dropped by parachute. — often 
used before another noun • a 
parachute jump/drop — see also 
GOLDEN PARACHUTE 

2 para Chute verb, always followed 
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by an adverb or preposition -chutes; -chut-ed; -chut-ing 

1 [no obj] : to jump from an aircraft using a parachute ■ The 
soldiers parachuted in and quickly hid their gear. ■ New 
troops parachuted into enemy territory. 

2 [+ obj] : to drop (someone or something) from an aircraft 
using a parachute ■ We will parachute supplies in after you 
arrive. ■ New troops were parachuted into enemy territory. 

para«chut*ist /'persjuitist/ noun, pi -ists [count] : a per¬ 
son who jumps from an aircraft and uses a parachute to land 
1 pa»rade /pa'reid/ noun, pi -rades [count] 

1 : a public celebration of a special day or event that usually 
includes many people and groups moving down a street by 
marching or riding in cars or on special vehicles (called 
floats) ■ the annual Thanksgiving Day parade • After the 
team won the championship, the city threw/had a parade for 
them. ■ The town will put on a parade. • The marching band 
lined up for the homecoming parade. ■ the parade route 

2 : a military ceremony in which soldiers march or stand in 
lines so that they can be examined by officers or other im¬ 
portant people 

3 : a long series of people or things that come one after the 
other — usually singular; usually + of u We had a parade of 
visitors this morning. [=we had many visitors this morning] ■ 
The prosecution called a parade of witnesses to the stand. ■ 
We watched a parade of cars go by our house on the way to 
the stadium for the game. 

4 Brit : a street with a row of small shops ■ a shopping parade 
on parade 1 : shown or displayed especially in a way that 

attracts attention or notice ■ Her new diamond engage¬ 
ment ring was on parade for all her friends to stare at. • 
Television executives learned that violent shows attract 
more viewers, and pretty soon it was violence on parade all 
day long. 2 : marching or standing in a military parade • 
The general carefully watched the soldiers on parade. ■ a 
military honor guard on parade 
rain on someone’s parade see 2 rain 
2 parade verb -rades; -rad-ed; -rad-ing 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
walk or march together in public especially as a way of cele¬ 
brating or protesting something ■ The team and its fans pa¬ 
raded down the street. ■ Protesters paraded in front of City 
Hall. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
walk in a way that attracts attention • The models paraded 
up and down the runway. ■ She paraded around on the beach 
in her bikini. 

3 [+ obj] : to force (someone) to walk or march in public ■ 
The victors paraded the prisoners through the streets. 

4 of soldiers : to march in lines in order to be examined by 
officers or other important people [no obj] The soldiers pa¬ 
raded past the generals. [+ obj] The soldiers were paraded 
past the generals. 

5 always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj] : to show 
or present (someone or something) proudly or in a way that 
attracts attention ■ They don’t like having their personal 
problems paraded in print for everyone to see. 

6 disapproving : to be falsely presented as something good — 
+ as [no obj] The book is just propaganda parading as litera¬ 
ture. [+ obj] — usually used as (be) paraded • lies being pa¬ 
raded as the truth 

parade ground noun, pi ~ grounds [count] : a place 
where parades begin or happen ■ a military parade ground — 
often plural ■ Meet me at the parade grounds after the fire¬ 
works. 

par-a-digm /'per3,daim/ noun, pi -digms [count] formal 

1 : a model or pattern for something that may be copied ■ 
Her recent book provides us with a new paradigm for mod¬ 
ern biography. 

2 ; a theory or a group of ideas about how something should 
be done, made, or thought about ■ the Freudian paradigm of 
psychoanalysis ■ a new study that challenges the current evo¬ 
lutionary paradigm 

— par-a-dig-mat-ic /^eradig'mzetik/ adj [more most ~] 
■ a paradigmatic example 

paradigm shift noun, pi ~ shifts [count] formal : an im¬ 
portant change that happens when the usual way of thinking 
about or doing something is replaced by a new and different 
way • This discovery will bring about a paradigm shift in our 
understanding of evolution. [=will cause people to under¬ 
stand evolution in a completely new way] 
par*a*dise /'per3,dais/ noun, pi -dis-es 
1 a [count]: a very beautiful, pleasant, or peaceful place that 


seems to be perfect ■ a rural paradise ■ tropical paradises ■ 
Their marriage was very happy at first, but now there’s trou¬ 
ble in paradise, b [ singular] : a place that is perfect for a 
particular activity or for a person who enjoys that activity • a 
marsh that is a birdwatcher’s paradise • This shop is an an¬ 
tique collecting paradise] C [noncount] : a state of complete 
happiness ■ When I’m with you. I’m in paradise. [=I’m very 
happy] — see also fool’s paradise 

2 or Paradise [noncount] a : a place where in some reli¬ 
gions good people are believed to go after they die : heaven 
b : the place where Adam and Eve first lived according to 
the Bible : eden 

— see also bird of paradise 
par-a*doX /'per3,da:ks/ noun, pi -dox-es 

1 [count] a : something (such as a situation) that is made up 
of two opposite things and that seems impossible but is actu¬ 
ally true or possible ■ It is a paradox that computers need 
maintenance so often, since they are meant to save people 
time, b : someone who does two things that seem to be op¬ 
posite to each other or who has qualities that are opposite ■ 
As an actor, he’s a paradox —he loves being in the public eye 
but also deeply values and protects his privacy. 

2 a [count] : a statement that seems to say two opposite 
things but that may be true b [noncount] : the use of such 
statements in writing or speech ■ a novel full of paradox 

— par-a-dox-i-cal /jpers'daiksikal/ adj [more most ~] ■ 
the paradoxical theory that global warming will lead to the 
next Ice Age — par-a-dox-i-cal-ly /,per3'da:ksikli/ adv 

par*af*fin /'persfan/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a soft, waxy substance that is usually made from petro¬ 
leum or coal and is used in candles and other products — 
called also paraffin wax 

2 Brit : kerosene ■ a paraffin lamp 
para*glid-ing /'per3,glaidir)/ noun [noncount] : a sport in 

which a person jumps from a high place (such as a cliff or an 
airplane) and uses a special kind of parachute to float down 
to the ground 

— para-glide /'pera.glaid/ verb -glides; -glid-ed; -glid¬ 
ing [no obj] ■ He paraglided down from the cliff. ■ She likes 
to go paragliding. — para-glid-er /'pers^laida*/ noun, pi 
-ers [count] 

par-a-gon /'per3,ga:n, Brit 'psersgsn/ noun, pi -gons 
[count] formal: a person or thing that is perfect or excellent 
in some way and should be considered a model or example 
to be copied ■ He’s no moral paragon. — often + of • The 
company is a paragon of modem manufacturing techniques. 
■ He is a paragon of virtue. [=he is a very virtuous person] 
paragraph /'pera.grzef, Brit 'p2er3,gra:f/ noun, pi -graphs 
[count] : a part of a piece of writing that usually deals with 
one subject, that begins on a new line, and that is made up of 
one or more sentences ■ In the second paragraph from the 
bottom, you’ve misspelled “their” as “thier.” ■ Please refer to 
section 2, paragraph 4 for the appropriate information. ■ The 
two introductory paragraphs were written by the editor. 
par»a*keet /'per3,ki:t/ noun, pi -keets [count] : a small, 
brightly colored tropical bird that has a long tail and that is 
often kept as a pet 

para-le*gal /'pera.liigal/ noun, pi -gals [count] US : a per¬ 
son who is trained to help a lawyer by doing research, office 
work, etc. 

— para-le-gal /,per3'li:g3l/ adj, always used before a noun ■ 
paralegal studies 

1 par-al*lel /'per3,lel/ adj 

1 — used to describe lines, paths, etc., that are the same dis¬ 
tance apart along their whole length and do not touch at any 
point ■ parallel train tracks • A square is made of two sets of 
parallel lines. ■ The com is planted in parallel rows. ■ The 
lines are parallel to each other. ■ The row of trees is parallel 
with the road. — compare perpendicular 

2 : very similar and often happening at the same time ■ the 
parallel careers of the two movie stars ■ These two sentences 
are parallel in structure. ■ Notice the parallel development/ 
evolution of the two technologies. 

3 computers : designed for a computer system in which very 
small pieces of information are sent over separate wires at 
the same time ■ a parallel cable/connection/port/printer 

— compare ‘serial 4 

— parallel adv • The sidewalk runs parallel to/with the 
street. 

2 parallel noun, pi -lels 

1 a [count] : a way in which things are similar : a shared 
quality or characteristic • These myths have some striking/ 
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obvious parallels with myths found in cultures around the 
world. ■ There are many parallels between the stories. ■ The 
essay draws parallels between the lives of the two presidents. 
[=describes ways in which the lives of the two presidents 
were similar] b [noncount] : something that is equal or sim¬ 
ilar — usually used in negative statements ■ This period of 
growth has no parallel [=there has never been a similar peri¬ 
od of growth] in the history of the region. ■ a masterpiece 
without parallel [=better than all others] in the history of art ■ 
As an insult, it was without parallel. [=worse or more effec¬ 
tive than all others] 

2 [count] : any one of the imaginary circles on the surface of 
the Earth that are parallel to the equator and that are shown 
as lines on maps ■ Most of the United States is south of the 
49th parallel. — compare meridian 

in parallel (with) : at the same time and in a way that is re¬ 
lated or connected ■ Prices are rising in parallel with in¬ 
creasing fuel costs. ■ The two systems work in parallel. 
3 parallel verb -leis; -leled; -lel-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to be similar or equal to (something) ■ Their test results 
parallel our own. ■ Nothing parallels that experience. [=that 
experience is unlike any other experience; it is unique] 

2 : to happen at the same time as (something) and in a way 
that is related or connected ■ Rising prices parallel increasing 
fuel costs. * Spending \sparalleled by an increase in the num¬ 
ber of loans given. 

3 : to be parallel to (something) : to go or extend in the same 
direction as (something) • The highway parallels the river. 

parallel bars noun [plural] sports : a pair of long bars on 
posts that are parallel to each other and are used in gymnas¬ 
tics — compare uneven bars 
panal-leMsm /'pera^Cilizam/ noun, pi -isms formal : the 
fact of being similar in development or form [noncount] 
There is some degree of parallelism between the lives of the 
two women, [count] There is a certain parallelism in the de¬ 
velopment of the two technologies. 
par*aMel-0«gram /ipera'lefoigram/ noun, pi -grams 
[count] geometry : a four-sided shape made up of two pairs of 
straight parallel lines that are equal in length ■ Rectangles, 
squares, and rhombuses are all parallelograms. 
parallel park verb ~ parks; ~ parked; ~ parking : to 
park a car, truck, etc., so that the long side of the vehicle is 
parallel to the side of the road [no obj] I still have to learn 
how to parallel park. [+ obj] parallel peak a car 

— parallel parking noun [noncount] 
pa-ral-y-sis /pa'rselasas/ noun 

1 medical : a condition in which you are unable to move or 
feel all or part of your body [noncount] The disease causes 
paralysis. ■ paralysis of the legs ■ partial/temporary paralysis 
[singular] The disease causes a paralysis of the legs. 

2 formal : a state of being unable to function, act, or move 
[noncount] The whole country is in a state of paralysis. ■ They 
are trying to end the political paralysis that has been gripping 
the country, [singular] a paralysis of fear [=an inability to 
function, act, or move that is caused by fear] 

1 par-a-lyt-ic /,per3'litik /adj 

1 always used before a noun, medical : affected with or caus¬ 
ing paralysis ■ paralytic patients [=patients who are unable to 
move or feel all or part of their bodies] ■ a paralytic drug/ 
stroke/disease [=a drug/stroke/disease that causes paralysis] 

2 Brit, informal : very drunk ■ a group of paralytic drunks 
2 paralytic noun, pi -ics [count] medical : a person who is 

paralyzed ■ treatment for paralytics 
par*a*lyze ( US ) or Brit par*a*lyse /'per3,laiz/ verb -lyz*es; 
-lyzed; -lyz-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make (a person or animal) unable to move or feel all 
or part of the body ■ The snake’s venom paralyzed the 
mouse. ■ The accident paralyzed him from the neck down. 
[=the accident caused him to lose the ability to move or feel 
his body below his neck] 

2 : to make (someone or something) unable to function, act, 
or move ■ The air strikes have paralyzed the city’s transporta¬ 
tion system. ■ The company was paralyzed by debt. 

— paralyzed adj • The accident left him paralyzed from the 
neck down. ■ I was practically paralyzed with fear/embar¬ 
rassment. [=unable to function, act, or move because I was 
so afraid/embarrassed] — paralyzing adj ■ the snake's 
paralyzing venom ■ a paralyzing fear 

para-med-ic /perahnedik/ noun, pi -ics [count] : a person 
whose job is to provide emergency medical care to sick or in¬ 
jured people who are being taken to a hospital ■ She’s train¬ 
ing to be a paramedic. 


— paramedic adj, always used before a noun ■ paramedic 
training 

pa-ram-e-ter /pa'rcemata 1 / noun, pi -ters [count] : a rule or 
limit that controls what something is or how something 
should be done — usually plural ■ First we need to set/define 
the parameters of the project. ■ The investigation stayed 
within the parameters set by the court. 

1 para a mil a i*tary Apera'mila^eri, Brit ^sera'milatri/ adj, al¬ 
ways used before a noun : of or relating to a group that is not 
an official army but that operates and is organized like an 
army a paramilitary militias a Government forces have been 
attacked by heavily armed paramilitary groups in several vil¬ 
lages. a paramilitary training a a paramilitary police force 
paramilitary noun . pi -tar-ies [count] : a member of a 
paramilitary group — usually plural a Forces encountered 
heavily armed paramilitaries. 

par-a-mount /'per3,maunt/ adj [more most ~]: very im¬ 
portant : of highest rank or importance ■ Safety is of para¬ 
mount importance. = Safety is paramount. • Unemployment 
was the paramount [-chief, main] issue in the election. 
par*amour /'per3,mu3*/ noun, pi -amours [count] literary 
: a person with whom someone is having a romantic or sexu¬ 
al relationship and especially a secret or improper relation¬ 
ship ■ Her husband found a love letter from her paramour. 
[=lover] 

para*noia /,per3'noj3/ noun [noncount] 

1 medical: a serious mental illness that causes you to falsely 
believe that other people are trying to harm you ■ She was di¬ 
agnosed with delusional paranoia. 

2 : an unreasonable feeling that people are trying to harm 
you, do not like you, etc. ■ I had to admit that my fears were 
just paranoia. 

1 para-noid /'per3,noid/ adj 

1 medical : of, relating to, or suffering from a mental illness 
that causes you to falsely believe that people are trying to 
harm you a paranoid behavior/schizophrenia ■ a paranoid 
mental patient 

2 [more most ] : having or showing an unreasonable 
feeling that people are trying to harm you, do not like you, 
etc. : feeling or showing paranoia a I guess I was just being 
paranoid. • She’s a little paranoid about her job. a It’s nothing 
more than a paranoid fantasy. 

paranoid noun, pi -noids [count] medical : a person who 
has paranoia a a new treatment for paranoids 

para-nor-mal /jpero'noa'mal/ adj ■ very strange and not 
able to be explained by what scientists know about nature 
and the world a Some believe she had paranormal [= supernat¬ 
ural ] powers. a paranormal phenomena 
the paranormal : strange events, abilities, etc., that cannot 
be explained by what is known about nature and the world 
a I’ve always been fascinated by the paranormal. 

pana-pet /'perapat/ noun, pi -pets [count] : a low wall at 
the edge of a platform, roof, or bridge a The invaders fired 
arrows over the castle’s parapet. 

put/stick/raise your head above the parapet Brit, infor¬ 
mal : to do or say something you think is important even 
though it may have bad results a I’ll put my head above the 
parapet to defend him. 

par«a*pher*na«lia Aperafa'neilja/ noun [noncount] : ob¬ 
jects that are used to do a particular activity : objects of a 
particular kind a hockey paraphernalia [^equipment] • Drug 
paraphernalia was found in his car. 

1 paraphrase /'per3,freiz/ verb -phras-es; -phrased; 
-phrasing : to say (something that someone else has said 
or written) using different words [+ obj] He paraphrased the 
quote. a She frequently paraphrases (the words of) famous 
authors in her lectures, [no obj] I’m paraphrasing, but he did 
say something like that. 

paraphrase noun, pi -phrases [count] : a statement that 
says something that another person has said or written in a 
different way ■ This is just a paraphrase of what he said, not 
an exact quote. 

para-ple-gia Apers'pliicfcijs/ noun [noncount] medical : a 
condition in which you are permanently unable to move or 
feel your legs and the lower half of your body because of in¬ 
jury or illness 

para-ple-gic Apero'pliicfoik/ noun, pi -gics [count] medical 
: a person who is permanently unable to move or feel the 
legs or lower half of the body because of injury or illness ■ 
Although she is a paraplegic , she is an accomplished athlete. 

— compare quadriplegic 
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— paraplegic adj, always used before a noun ■ a paraplegic 
war veteran 

para*pro*fes*Siort>al /.perapra'fefan]/ noun, pi -als 
[i count] US : a person whose job is to help a professional per¬ 
son (such as a teacher) ■ There is at least one paraprofession¬ 
al in each classroom. 

— paraprofessional adj, always used before a noun ■ para¬ 
professional training 

para*psy*ch0l"0»gy /.pera.sai'kadacfei/ noun [noncount] 

: the scientific study of events that cannot be explained by 
what scientists know about nature and the world 
para-sail-ing /■pera.seiln)/ noun [noncount] : a sport or ac¬ 
tivity in which you are pulled behind a motorboat while 
wearing a parachute so that you sail through the air ■ They 
went parasailing while they were on vacation, 
par-a-site /'per3,sait/ noun, pi -sites [count] 

1 : an animal or plant that lives in or on another animal or 
plant and gets food or protection from it • Many diseases are 
caused by parasites. — compare 1 host 3 

2 disapproving : a person or thing that takes something from 
someone or something else and does not do anything to earn 
it or deserve it ■ She’s a parasite who only stays with him for 
the money. ■ These new companies are parasites feeding off 
the success of those who spent the last decade establishing 
the industry. 

par-a-sit-ic Apera'sitik/ adj 

1 of an animal or plant : living in or on another animal or 
plant and getting food or protection from it • parasitic 
plants/mites/worms 

2 always used before a noun : caused by a parasite • a parasit¬ 
ic disease/infection 

3 disapproving : getting food, money, etc., from other people 
without doing anything to earn it or deserve it ■ her lazy,par- 
asilic brother 

para-sol /'pera.sa:!/ noun, pi -sols [count] : a light umbrella 
that you use to protect yourself from the sun 
para-troop-er /'pera.truipa 1 / noun, pi -ers [count]: a mem¬ 
ber of a group of soldiers who are trained to jump out of air¬ 
planes using a parachute 

para-troops /'pera.truips/ noun [plural] : a group of sol¬ 
diers who are trained to jump out of airplanes using a para¬ 
chute : a group of paratroopers 

— para-troop /'pera.truip/ adj, always used before a noun • a 
paratroop unit 

par-boil /'paa^bojal/ verb -boils; -boiled; -boil-ing [+ obj] 
\ to boil (a piece of food) for a short time often before cook¬ 
ing it fully in another way ■ Parboil the potatoes before you 
roast them. 

1 par-cel /■paa'sal/ noun, pi -cels [count] 

1 : a section or area of land ■ Several 10-acre parcels (of land) 
are available. ■ a parcel of real estate 

2 : a box or large envelope that is usually given, sent, or de¬ 
livered to a person ■ The parcel [-{chiefly US) package] was 
shipped today. ■ She was carrying several brown paper par¬ 
cels. [=boxes wrapped in heavy brown paper] — see picture 
at MAIL 

part and parcel of see 1 part 

2 parcel verb parcels; US par-celed or Brit par-celled; US 
par-cel-ing or Brit par-cel-ling 

parcel off [phrasal verb] parcel (something) off or parcel off 
(something) : to divide (something, such as land) into sep¬ 
arate, smaller parts especially in order to sell it ■ The prop¬ 
erty was eventually parceled off and sold in pieces. 
parcel out [phrasal verb] parcel (something) out or parcel 
out (something) : to divide or share (something) among 
different people, groups, etc. ■ The money was parceled out 
[= distributed] to local charities. ■ They plan to parcel the 
tickets out in a lottery. ■ We need to stop parceling out the 
blame for this problem and start working on a solution. 
parcel up [phrasal verb] parcel (something) up or parcel up 
(something) Brit : to wrap (something) or put (something) 
into a box in order to mail it to someone ■ The paintings 
have all been parcelled up. 

parcel bomb noun, pi ~ bombs [count] Brit : letter 

BOMB 

parcel post noun [noncount] : a service that people in the 
U.S. can use to mail packages ■ Do you want to send this (by) 
parcel post ? 

parch /'paatf/ verb parch-es; parched; parch-ing [+ obj] 
formal : to make (something) very dry ■ The hot desert sun 
had parched the land, 
parched /'paa^tft /adj [more most ~J 


1 : very dry especially because of hot weather and no rain ■ 
parched land 

2 somewhat informal : very thirsty ■ Could I have some wa¬ 
ter? I’m parched. 

Par-Chee-si /paa^'lfkzi/ trademark — used for a game in 
which players try to be the first to move all of their pieces all 
the way around a board 
parch-ment /'paa'tfmant/ noun, pi -merits 

1 a [noncount]: paper made from the skin of a sheep or goat 

■ Ancient people wrote on parchment, b [count] : a docu¬ 
ment written on parchment ■ a parchment dating back to an¬ 
cient times 

2 [noncount] : strong and thick paper; especially, chiefly US 
: strong, tough paper that is used by cooks ■ Line the pan 
with a sheet of parchment. — called also parchment paper 

1 par-don /'paa-dn/ verb par-dons; par-doned; par-don- 
ing [+ obj] 

1 : to officially say that someone who is guilty of a crime will 
be allowed to go free and will not be punished ■ pardon a 
criminal 

2 : to say that someone should not be blamed for thinking, 
doing, or saying something — usually used as (be) pardoned 
for ■ Voters can/should/could be pardoned for thinking this 
election would be different. 

3 : to officially say that a person, country, etc., does not 
have to pay (a debt) • The group wants the debt of the 
world’s poorest countries to be pardoned. [=forgiven] 

4 — used to be polite in asking questions or saying things 
that could be considered rude ■ Pardon my ignorance, but 
what does “naivety” mean? ■ Pardon my asking, but is that 
your natural hair color? ■ Pardon my saying so, but you look 
tired today. = You look tired today, if you’ll pardon my say¬ 
ing so. ■ Pardon me for asking, but how old are you? 
pardon me 1 — used as a polite way of starting to say 

something when you are interrupting someone, trying to 
get someone’s attention, or disagreeing with someone ■ 
Pardon me , but can I speak to you privately for a moment? 
■ Pardon me, (but) you dropped this envelope. ■ Pardon me, 
but I believe you’ve made a mistake. 2 also pardon — 
used as a polite apology for a minor fault or offense (such 
as laughing, coughing, or bumping into someone) • Oh, 
pardon me. I didn’t see you standing there. ■ Pardon —I 
didn’t mean to bump you. 3 also pardon — used as a po¬ 
lite way of asking someone to repeat something spoken ■ 
Pardon me ? I didn’t hear you. ■ “Are you ready to go?” 
“ Pardon!" “I asked if you were ready to go.” 
pardon my French informal + humorous — used to apolo¬ 
gize for using offensive language ■ Everything he said is 
bullshit. Pardon my French, 
pardon the expression see expression 
2 pardon noun, pi -dons [count] 

1 : an act of officially saying that someone who was judged 
to be guilty of a crime will be allowed to go free and will not 
be punished ■ The governor granted him a pardon. • She re¬ 
ceived a presidential/royal pardon. [=a pardon from a presi¬ 
dent or a king or queen] 

2 formal : forgiveness for something ■ He asked/begged my 
pardon for taking so much of my time. — see also beg your 
pardon at BEG 

par-don-able /'paa-diiabal/ adj [more most —] : able to 
be forgiven : not so bad that it cannot be forgiven or excused 

■ It was a pardonable mistake/error. 

pare /’pea-/ verb pares; pared; par-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to carefully cut off the outside or the ends of (something) 

■ pare an apple ■ She was paring [=(more commonly) trim¬ 
ming] her fingernails. — often + away • Pare away any brown 
spots on the avocado. — see also paring knife 

2 : to make (something) smaller : to reduce (something) in 
size, amount, or number ■ The company has to find a way to 
pare expenses. ■ The budget has been pared to the bone, ^re¬ 
duced as much as possible] — often + down • The book was 
pared down to 200 pages. ■ The company has to pare down 
the office staff. ■ The pared-down staff was forced to work 
longer hours. 

par-ent /'perant/ noun, pi -ents [count] 

1 a : a person who is a father or mother : a person who has a 
child ■ My parents live in New York. ■ They recently became 
parents. = They’re new parents. • The form must be signed by 
a parent or guardian of the child. ■ A few of us are single par¬ 
ents. [=parents who live with a child or children and no hus¬ 
band, wife, or partner] ■ my adoptive parents [=the people 
who adopted me] ■ The organization helps people who were 


parentage • parking meter 


1176 


adopted find their birth/biological parents. [=their natural 
parents] ■ They’d like to become foster parents. [=people 
who volunteer to care for a child who is not their biological 
child] — compare grandparent, stepparent b : an an¬ 
imal or plant that produces a young animal or plant ■ The 
parent brings food to the chicks. ■ the parent bird ■ The new 
plant will have characteristics of both parent plants. 

2 a : something out of which another thing has developed 

— usually used before another noun ■ Latin is the parent lan¬ 
guage of several languages, including Italian, Spanish, and 
French, b : a company or organization that owns and con¬ 
trols a smaller company or organization ■ the hospital's cor¬ 
porate parent = the corporate parent of the hospital — often 
used before another noun ■ a parent bank/company/corpo¬ 
ration/firm 

— pa-ren-tal /pa'rentl/ adj, always used before a noun • pa¬ 
rental responsibility/consent 

par*ent*age /'perantufe/ noun [noncount] formal : a per¬ 
son’s parents — used especially to describe the origins or so¬ 
cial status of someone’s parents ■ She was bom in Japan, but 
(is) of African parentage. [== descent ] ■ a person of noble/ 
wealthy parentage [ =birth , ancestry ] 
pa*ren*the*sis /pa'rcnGasas/ noun, pi -the»ses /-03,si:z/ 
[count] : one of a pair of marks ( ) that are used around a 
word, phrase, sentence, number, etc. — usually plural ■ The 
plant’s common name is followed by its Latin name in paren¬ 
theses. — called also (Brit) bracket 
par*en«thet*i*cal Aperan'Getikal/ adj : included or added 
to give information which is not directly related to the main 
subject that is being discussed ■ parenthetical remarks/refer¬ 
ences ■ He explained the process thoroughly, including par¬ 
enthetical comments about his own experiences with it. ■ a 
parenthetical note [=a note that is shown in parentheses] 

— par-en-thet-i-cal-ly Aperan'Gctikli/ adv • The author 
notes parenthetically that these meetings were not public. 

par*ent«hOOd /'per3nt,hud/ noun [noncount] : the state of 
being a mother or a father ■ the joys of parenthood 
par*ent-ing /'perantig/ noun [noncount] : the process of 
taking care of children until they are old enough to take care 
of themselves : the things that parents do to raise a child ■ 
They share the responsibilities of parenting. — often used 
before another noun • parenting skills/issues 
parent—in—law noun, pi parents—in—law [count] : a par¬ 
ent of your husband or wife : in-law 
Parent-Teacher Association noun, pi ~ -tions 
[count] : a local organization of teachers and parents who 
work together to improve schools and to help students — 
abbr. PTA 

Parent-Teacher Organization noun, pi ~ -tions 

[count] US : parent-teacher association — abbr. PTO 
par ex«ceMence /'parjcksa'la.ns, Brit (pa.r'cksaja.ns/ 
adj, always used after a noun, formal : better than all others ■ 
a chef par excellence [=an excellent chef] 
par-fa it /paa^feit/ noun, pi -faits [count, noncount] US : a 
cold dessert made usually of layers of ice cream, fruit, and 
syrup with whipped cream on top 
pa«ri*ah /pa'raja/ noun, pi -ahs [count] : a person who is 
hated and rejected by other people ■ He’s a talented player 
but his angry outbursts have made him a pariah in the sport 
of baseball. ■ a social pariah 

paring knife noun, pi ~ knives [count] : a small knife with 
a short blade used especially for cutting fruit and vegetables 
parsings /'perujz/ noun [plural ]: thin pieces that have been 
cut from something ■ fingemail/cheese parings 
par-ish /'penj'/ noun, pi -ish-es [count] 

1 a : an area that has its own local church and priest or min¬ 
ister ■ The parish will be getting a new priest soon, b : the 
group of people who go to the church in a particular area ■ 
The parish has grown significantly in the last three years. 

2 a US : an area in Louisiana that is like a county b Brit: a 
small area that has its own local government 

— parish adj, always used before a noun ■ a parish priest/ 
minister ■ the parish church • He was elected to the parish 
council. 

pa*rish«iO«ner /pa'rijana/ noun, pi -ners [count] : a per¬ 
son who goes to a particular local church : a person who be¬ 
longs to a parish ■ the parishioners of First Baptist Church 
parish—pump adj, always used before a noun , Brit, old- 
fashioned + disapproving : only important or interesting to 
people in a small area" All the articles are about parish-pump 
politics. 


par*i*ty /'perati/ noun [noncount] formal : the state of being 
equal ■ the struggle for gender/racial/social parity [=(more 
commonly) equality] ■ Women have fought for parity with 
men in the workplace. ■ The two currencies are approaching 
parity for the first time in decades. [=they are coming close 
to having the same value] ■ Currently, there is rough parity in 
the number of students entering and graduating from the 
school system. [=the number of students entering and gradu¬ 
ating from the school system is about the same] 

1 park /'paa-k /noun, pi parks 

1 [count] a : a piece of public land in or near a city that is 
kept free of houses and other buildings and can be used for 
pleasure and exercise ■ We went for a walk in the park. ■ New 
York City’s Central Park ■ He was sitting on a park bench. [=a 
bench in a park] • the city’s parkjparks department b : a 
large area of public land kept in its natural state to protect 
plants and animals • The nation’s parks are a popular desti¬ 
nation for tourists. • Yellowstone (National) Park ■ Many 
parks have campsites. — see also national park, state 
park 

2 [count] sports a : a field or stadium where a sport (espe¬ 
cially baseball) is played • a baseballparA: ■ He hit the ball out 
of the park. • Fenway Park in Boston — see also ballpark 
b Brit: a soccer or rugby field ■ a rugby game in Eden Park • 
She’s the best player on the park. [=in the game] 

3 [count ]: an area that is designed for a specified use ■ a new 
office park [=an area with several buildings that are full of of¬ 
fices; an area for office buildings] ■ the town’s only mobile 
home park [=an area for people to live in mobile homes] 
— see also amusement park, car park, industrial 

PARK, THEME PARK, TRAILER PARK, WATER PARK 

4 [noncount] US : a condition in which the gears of a vehicle 
are in a position that prevents the vehicle from moving • The 
car must be in park before you can turn the engine off. ■ She 
pulled over and put the car in park 

walk in the park see 2 walk 
2 park verb parks; parked; parking 

1 a : to leave a car, truck, motorcycle, etc., in a particular 
place [no obj] I couldn’t find anywhere to park. ■ I parked on 
the street. [+ obj] I parked the car on the street. ■ My car is 
parked behind your truck. = I’m parked behind your truck. • 
a parked car — see also double-park, parallel park b 
[no obj] of a car, truck, etc. : to be left in a particular place by 
a driver • Cars are only allowed to park on the right side of 
this street. ■ The bus parked behind the museum. 

2 [+ off] informal a : to temporarily leave (something) in a 
particular place • Park your bags in the hallway, b : to leave 
(something) in a particular place for a long time or what 
seems like a long time ■ She parked the money in a savings 
account and forgot about it for several years. 

park yourself informal: to sit in a particular place especial¬ 
ly for a long time • The kids parked themselves in front of 
the TV. ■ Park yourself in that chair and wait. 
par*ka /'paa-ka/ noun, pi -kas [count] : a very warm jacket 
with a hood — see color picture on page Cl 5 
park and ride noun [noncount] : a system in which you 
drive to a place where you can leave your car and get on a 
bus or train that will take you the rest of the way to where 
you are going 
parking noun [noncount] 

1 : the act of leaving a car, truck, motorcycle, etc., in a par¬ 
ticular place • There is no parking in this area. [=you are not 
allowed to park in this area] ■ It’s always difficult to find a 
parking place/space/spot [=a place to park your car, truck, 
etc.] in this neighborhood. 

2 : space in which vehicles can be parked ■ The restaurant 
has very little parking, so we’ll have to park on the street. ■ 
They have plenty of free parking. 

parking brake noun, pi ~ brakes [count] US : a piece of 
equipment in a car, truck, etc., that prevents the vehicle 
from moving when it is parked or stops the vehicle if the 
main brakes fail 

parking garage noun, pi ~ garages [count] US : a build¬ 
ing in which people usually pay to park their cars, trucks, 
etc. — called also (Brit) car park 
parking light noun, pi ~ lights [count] US : either one of 
two small lights that are on the front of a vehicle next to the 
headlights — called also (Brit) sidelight: : see picture at car 
parking lot noun, pi *+* lots [count] US : an area outside a 
building for parking cars, trucks, etc. ■ the school/hospital/ 
mall parking lot — called also (Brit) car park 
parking meter noun , pi ~ -ters [count] : a machine near a 
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parking place on the side of a road that you put coins into in 
order to legally park there — see picture at street 
parking ticket noun, pi ~ -ets [count] : a piece of paper 
that officially tells you that you have parked your car, truck, 
etc., illegally or for too long and will have to pay a fine 
Par-kin-SOlVs disease /'pa^kansanz-/ noun [ noncount ] 
medical: a disease that affects the nervous system and caus¬ 
es people’s muscles to become weak and their arms and legs 
to shake — called also Parkinson’s 
park-keeper noun, pi -ers [count] Brit : a person who 
takes care of a park 

park-land /'pa&k'lsend/ noun, pi -lands : land with trees, 
bushes, etc., that is or could be used as a park [noncount] an 
area of beautiful parkland [count] beautiful parklands 
park ranger noun, pi ~ -ers [count]: ranger lb 
park-way /'paa-k.wei/ noun, pi -ways [count] US : a wide 
road with trees and grass along the sides and often in the 
middle 

par-lance /'pa^lans/ noun [noncount] formal : language 
used by a particular group of people • In military parlance , 
“bug out” means “to retreat." [=for people in the military, 
“bug out” means “to retreat"] ■ The book introduced many 
readers to terms that are now in common parlance. [=used 
by many people in ordinary conversation] 
par-lay /'pallet, Brit 'paaJi/ verb -lays; -layed; -lay-ing [+ 
obj] US : to use or develop (something) to get something else 
that has greater value — + into ■ He hoped to parlay his bas¬ 
ketball skills into a college scholarship. ■ She parlayed $5,000 
and years of hard work into a multimillion-dollar company. 

[ Do not confuse parlay with parley. | 

par-ley /'pa^li/ verb -leys; -leyed; -ley-ing [no obj] old- 
fashioned : to talk with an enemy or someone you disagree 
with especially in order to end a conflict — usually + with • 
The government refused to parley with the rebels. 

[ Do not confuse parley with parlay. 1 

— parley noun, pi -leys [count] old-fashioned ■ a secret par¬ 
ley 

par-lia-ment /'paaJamant/ noun, pi -merits 

"I a : the group of people who are responsible for making 
the laws in some kinds of government [count] The parlia¬ 
ment has authority over the armed forces. ■ the parliaments 
of Russia and Canada = the Russian and Canadian parlia¬ 
ments [noncount] laws made by parliament b Parliament 
[noncount] : a particular parliament; especially : the parlia¬ 
ment of the United Kingdom that includes the House of 
Commons and the House of Lords ■ The issue was debated in 
Parliament. • a member of Parliament — see also hung par¬ 
liament 

2 [count] : the period of time during which a parliament is 
working ■ The law was passed in the present parliament. 
par-lia-men-tar-i-an /(paa^men'terijan/ noun, pi -ans 
[count] : a member of a parliament; especially : a member 
who knows a lot about the way things are done in a parlia¬ 
ment 

par-lia-men-ta-ry / l pa3'l3 , mentri/ adj, always used before 
a noun : relating to or including a parliament ■ a parliamen¬ 
tary democracy/govemment ■ parliamentary elections/candi¬ 
dates 

par-lor (US) or Brit par-lour /'paa'W noun, pi -lors [count] 

1 : a store or business that sells a specified kind of food or 
service • an ice-cream parlor • a pizza parlor ■ a beauty/funer- 
al/tattoo parlor — see also massage parlor 

2 old-fashioned : a room in a house or apartment that is used 
for conversation or for spending time with guests ■ We sat in 
the front parlor [=a parlor in the front of a house/apartmentl 
and had a nice visit. 

parlor game (US) or Brit parlour game noun, pi ~ 
games [count] somewhat old-fashioned : a game (such as a 
board game, card game, or guessing game) that you play in¬ 
side your home 

par-IOUS /'paa43s/ adj, formal : full of danger or risk : per¬ 
ilous ■ The company is in a parlous financial situation. ■ He 
talked about the parlous state of the country. 

Par-me-San /'paa^ma^ain, Brit ,pa:m3'z£en/ noun [non¬ 
count] : a hard Italian cheese — called also Parmesan cheese 
pa-ro-chi-al /pa'roukijal/ acjj 

1 always used before a noun : of or relating to a church par¬ 
ish and the area around it • our pastor and other parochial 
leaders 

2 [more most ~ ] formal + usually disapproving : limited to 


only the things that affect your local area ■ voters worried 
about their own parochial concerns ■ a small town with a pa¬ 
rochial [= narrow-minded, small-minded] point of view 

— pa-ro-chi-al-ism /pa'roukijajlizam/ noun [noncount] ■ 
the parochialism of their views 

parochial school noun, pi ~ schools [count] US : a pri¬ 
vate school that is run by a church parish 
par-O-dist /'peradist/ noun, pi -ists [count] : a person who 
writes parodies 

1 par- 0 -dy /'peradi/ noun, pi -dies 

1 : a piece of writing, music, etc., that imitates the style of 
someone or something else in an amusing way [count] a po¬ 
litical parody ■ He has a talent for writing parodies. — often 
+ of • The book was written as a parody of Henry James’s 
style. ■ a parody of a soap opera [noncount] a writer with a 
talent for parody 

2 [count] disapproving : a bad or unfair example of some¬ 
thing — often + of ■ The trial was a parody of justice. [=the 
trial was very unfair] 

2 parody verb -dies; -died; -dy-ing [+ obj] : to imitate 
(someone or something) in an amusing way ■ It was easy to 
parody the book's fancy language. ■ She parodied her broth¬ 
er’s poetry. 

1 pa-role /ps'roul/ noun [noncount] : permission given to a 
prisoner to leave prison before the end of a sentence usually 
as a reward for behaving well ■ The prisoner will be eligible 
for parole after three years. ■ He was given a life sentence 
without (the possibility of) parole. ■ He was granted/denied 
parole. ■ a parole hearing • She robbed a bank while out on 
parole. ■ The prisoner was released on parole. 

2 parole verb -roles; -roled; -robing [+ obj] : to release (a 
prisoner) on parole — usually used as (be) paroled ■ He was 
paroled after three years. 

pa-rol-ee /p3,rou'li:/ noun, pi -ees [count] : a prisoner who 
is released on parole 

par-OX-ysm /'per3k,siz3m/ noun, pi -ysms [count] 

1 medical : a sudden attack or increase of symptoms of a 
disease (such as pain, coughing, shaking, etc.) that often oc¬ 
curs again and again — usually + of - paroxysms of pain/ 
coughing 

2 formal : a sudden strong feeling or expression of emotion 
that cannot be controlled ■ a paroxysm of rage ■ He went into 
paroxysms of laughter. 

par-quet /'paa^kei/ noun [noncount] : a surface (such as a 
floor) made of small pieces of wood that fit together to form 
a pattern — often used before another noun ■ a parquet floor 
1 par-rot /'perat/ noun, pi -rots [count] : a bright-colored 
tropical bird that has a curved bill and the ability to imitate 
speech — see color picture on page C9 
2 parrot verb -rots; -rot-ed; -rot-ing [+ obj] disapproving : to 
repeat (something, such as words, ideas, etc.) without under¬ 
standing the meaning ■ Some of the students were just parrot¬ 
ing what the teacher said. 

parrot-fashion adv, Brit : without understanding what 
something means ■ The student recited the speech parrot- 
fashion and could not answer any questions about it. 
par-ry /'peri/ verb -ries; -ried; -ry-ing 

1 : to defend yourself by turning or pushing aside (a punch, 
a weapon, etc.) [+ obj] parry [= deflect ] a blow ■ He parried 
the thrust of his opponent's sword, [no obj] He parried and 
then threw a punch. 

2 [+ obj] : to avoid giving a direct answer to (a question) by 
being skillful or clever ■ She cleverly parried the reporters’ 
questions. 

— parry noun, pi -ries [count] 

parse /'paa^, Brit *pa:z/ verb pars-es; parsed; pars-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 grammar : to divide (a sentence) into grammatical parts 
and identify the parts and their relations to each other ■ Stu¬ 
dents were asked to parse the sentence. 

2 : to study (something) by looking at its parts closely : ana¬ 
lyze ■ Economists parsed the census data. 

par-Si-mO-ni-OUS / l paa'S3 , mounij3s/ adj [more most -] 
formal : very unwilling to spend money ■ The company is 
parsimonious [=stingy] with employee benefits. ■ a parsimoni¬ 
ous [-thrifty] shopper 

— par-si-mo-ni-ous-ly adv 

par-si-ITIO-ny /‘paa^mouni/ noun [noncount] formal : the 
quality of being very unwilling to spend money ■ The charity 
was surprised by the parsimony of some larger corporations, 
pars-ley /'paa i sli/ noun [noncount] : a plant with small green 
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leaves that are used to season or decorate food — see color 
picture on page C6 

pars-nip /'paasnap/ noun, pi -nips [count, noncount] : a 
vegetable that is the long white root of a plant related to the 
caiTot — see color picture on page C4 
par-son /’paa-sp/ noun, pi -sons [count] old-fashioned 

1 : a minister who is in charge of a parish 

2 : a member of the clergy and especially a Protestant pastor 
par-SOn-age /'pa^somcfe/ noun, pi -ag-es [count] : the 

house in which a parson lives 
1 part /'paat/ noun, pi parts 

1 [count] a : one of the pieces, sections, qualities, etc., that 
make or form something ■ The entire book is good, but the 
best part is the ending. ■ I don’t remember him saying that. I 
must have missed that part. — often + of ■ This is the best 
part of the movie. ■ He’s from the western part of the state. ■ 
The disease is increasingly common in this part of the world. 

■ the early/latter part of this century ■ Music is an important/ 
m^jor/essential part of my life. It’s very much a part of me. ■ 
It’s the part of the job he enjoys the least. • a natural part of 
growing up ■ A part of me wants to stay, but another part of 
me wants to go. ■ That was not a part of our original agree¬ 
ment. ■ She left out that part of the story. ■ Some parts of your 
speech were excellent. = Your speech was excellent in parts. ■ 
Babies spend a good part of [=a large amount of] the day 
sleeping. — see also beauty part, part of speech, prin¬ 
cipal parts b : one of the pieces that are put together to 
form a machine ■ The mechanic had to order the part from 
the manufacturer. ■ an auto parts warehouse ■ The parts of a 
radio include the speaker, dials, and antenna. - Do you have 
any spare/replacement parts for this model of car? ■ the 
moving party of the machine c : one of the pieces or areas 
of the body of a plant or animal ■ parts of the human body ■ 
My favorite part of the chicken is the drumstick. ■ body party 
• a diagram labeling the different parts of the flower — see 
alSO PRIVATE PARTS 

2 [noncount] : some but not all of something — + of ■ We 
spent part of the day at the beach. ■ The river forms part of 
the border between the two countries. ■ The numbers tell 
only part of the story. ■ Instead of being part of the solution, 
they became part of the problem. ■ Sure it’s messy, but that’s 
part of the fun/appeal. ■ Homelessness is part of a larger 
problem facing this country. ■ The program is part of a larger 
effort to help the world’s children. 

3 : a person who is a member of a group or who is included 
in an activity — usually + of [noncount] Come join us and 
be part of a winning team. ■ She wanted to be part of the ac¬ 
tion. [count] They considered her (to be) a part of the family. 

■ He was an important part of the team’s win. [=he did a lot to 
help the team to win] 

4 [count] : one of the sections into which a book, play, televi¬ 
sion show, etc., is divided ■ Part one of the miniseries airs 
next Monday. ■ The first and second parts of Goethe’s Faust 
are divided into acts. ■ Shakespeare’s Henry VI, Parts I, II, 
and III 

5 [count] : the character played by an actor in a play, movie, 
etc. ■ He got/landed the part of Romeo in his high school 
play. ■ They said she was wrong for the part because she was 
too tall. = They said she was too tall to play the part. ■ He has 
a small/bit part in the movie. — often used figuratively ■ In 
his cowboy hat and boots, he certainly looked the part. [=he 
looked like a cowboy] ■ Now that he’s rich he certainly acts 
the part. [=behaves like a rich person] ■ If you want people at 
work to believe that you’re a professional, you have to dress 
the part. ■ I’ve played the part of (the) devoted wife and 
mother, and now I want to do something more with my life. ■ 
He was playing the part of (the) gracious host. 

6 [count] : an influence in producing a result or causing 
something — usually + in ■ My father’s part in my upbring¬ 
ing was minimal. [=my father was not very involved in my 
upbringing] ■ She talked about television’s part in modem 
elections. ■ Did alcohol play a part in the car accident? = Did 
alcohol have a part In causing the accident? [=was alcohol 
involved in the accident?] ■ Your family’s finances play a big/ 
major/significant part in determining how much financial 
aid you will receive for college. ■ We all have a part to play in 
the future of this company. ■ Parents have a big/important/ 
significant part to play in the habits of their children. ■ So far, 
she has had no part In planning the event. [=she has not been 
involved in planning the event] ■ He stated that politics 
played no part in his decision. ■ When her father became ill, 
she began to take an active part in running her family’s farm. 


■ They took an active part in the antiwar movement. — see 
also take part (below) 

7 [count] : the notes that are sung by a particular singer or 
played on a particular instrument in a piece of music that is 
written for more than one voice or instrument ■ I’m usually a 
soprano, but I was told to sing the alto part for this song. ■ 
The song’s flute part is especially beautiful. ■ singing in four- 
par/ harmony 

8 parts [plural] somewhat old-fashioned: a general area with 
no exact limits or boundaries ■ I can tell from your accent 
that you’re not from around these parts. [=not from around 
here] ■ Tornadoes are pretty rare in these parts. • She graduat¬ 
ed from high school and left for parts unknown. [=a place 
that isn’t known] 

9 [count] US : the line where a person’s hair is separated and 
combed to opposite sides of the head ■ a part down the mid¬ 
dle of her head ■ a side part ■ He combs his hair back without 
a part. — called also (Brit) parting', see picture at hair 

10 [count] : an amount that is equal to another amount ■ 
Mix one part sugar with two parts flour. ■ The movie is one 
part action and one part comedy. = The movie is equal parts 
action and comedy. 

do your part : to do what you are responsible for doing or 
are able to do ■ I’ve done my part, and now it’s time for him 
to do his. ■ Please do your part by donating what you can to 
the organization. 

for someone's part : in someone’s opinion ■ She doesn’t 
trust him, but for my part [=as for me; in my opinion], I 
think he’s a nice guy. • For his part, the Senator believes 
that the proposal will benefit American companies. 
for the most part see ‘most 

in good/great/large part : not entirely but mostly ■ The suc¬ 
cess of our company depends, in good part , on the condi¬ 
tion of the economy. ■ I believe that their actions were mo¬ 
tivated in great part [^largely] by a desire for revenge. 

In no small part : to a great degree : largely or mostly ■ The 
team’s success is due in no small part to the hard work of 
its players. 

in part : to some extent: partially or partly ■ Thanks in part 
to her performance in that movie role, she became one of 
the most popular actresses in Hollywood. ■ The project 
failed in part because of a lack of funds. ■ The city’s prob¬ 
lems are due, at least in part , to its geographical location. 
of parts : having many talents or skills • a man/woman of 
(many) parts 

on someone’s part or on the part of someone : by or 
from someone ■ It took a lot of hard work on everyone’s 
part [=done by everyone] to finish the project on time. ■ It 
was a good effort on the part of all the students. [=all the 
students made a good effort] ■ There is a lot of sympathy 
for the accused woman on the part of the public. [=the pub¬ 
lic feels a lot of sympathy for her] 
part and parcel of : a basic and necessary part of (some¬ 
thing) ■ Stress was part and parcel of the job. 
sum of its parts see 'sum 

take part : to be involved in something : to participate in 
something ■ The event was a great success, and I would like 
to thank everyone who took part. • The entire family takes 
part in cleaning the house. ■ They refused to take part in 
the discussion. ■ He swore that he took no part [=was not 
involved] in the group’s illegal activities. — see also 'part 
6 (above) 

take someone’s part chiefly Brit : to show support for 
someone in an argument, disagreement, etc. • The public 
has taken the accused woman’s part [=taken her side, sided 
with her] because of her young age. 
take something in good part Brit, old-fashioned : to not 
become too angry or upset about something : to not object 
too much to something ■ I was nervous when I had to tell 
him that he was wrong, but fortunately he took it in good 
part and we stayed friends. 

the best/better/greater part of something : more than 
half of something : most of something ■ It took us the bet¬ 
ter part of a week to finish the job. ■ We’ve been waiting for 
the better part of an hour. ■ They live here for the greater 
part of the year. 

want no part of/in something : to refuse to be involved in 
something ■ She said that she didn’t agree with what they 
were doing and wanted no part of it. • I want no part of this 
scheme. ■ He wanted no part in discussing the issue. 

2 part verb parts; part-ed; parting 

1 : to separate into two or more parts that move away from 
each other [no obj] The crowd parted to let the president 
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through. ■ The rain stopped and the clouds parted. ■ The big 
red curtains parted to reveal a new car! [+ obj] The Bible 
tells the story of how God parted the Red Sea. • She closed 
her eyes and parted her lips. ■ Her lips were parted. 

2 [+ obj] : to separate (the hair on a person’s head) into two 
parts on each side of a line by using a comb ■ She parts her 
hair on the side. ■ His dark hair was parted down/in the mid¬ 
dle. 

3 formal a [no obj ] : to leave each other ■ The two lovers 
parted at dawn. ■ Tomorrow we shall part and, I fear, never 
see each other again. : to go or move away from someone ■ 
She couldn’t bear the thought of parting from her family, b 
[+ obj ] : to cause (someone) to be separated from someone 

— usually used as (be) parted ■ She couldn’t bear to be parted 
from her family. 

4 [no obj] somewhat formal : to end a relationship ■ The band 
parted after 10 successful years of performing together. ■ We 
parted on friendly terms. ■ The couple parted [separated] in 
the summer of 2005. — often + from ■ By that time, he had 
already parted from his first wife. 

part company formal 1 : to end a relationship ■ There are 
rumors that the football team and its coach have parted 
company. — often + with ■ I parted company with my busi¬ 
ness partners after a dispute about finances. 2 : to leave 
each other ■ Much has happened since we parted company. 

■ The two friends parted company in the parking lot and 
drove home separately. 3 : to disagree with someone 
about something ■ The president and I part company on 
some important issues. — often + with ■ I don’t believe in 
the death penalty, so I’m afraid I must part company with 
you there. [=1 do not agree with you about that] 

part ways chiefly US 1 : to end a relationship ■ The band 
parted ways after releasing their third album. — often + 
with • She has since parted ways with the organization. 2 
: to leave each other ■ We said our goodbyes and parted 
ways. 3 : to disagree with someone about something • We 
part ways on that issue. 

part with [phrasal verb] part with (something) : to give up 
possession or control of (something) ■ He hated to part with 
that old car. ■ parting with a large amount of money 
3 part adv : somewhat but not completely : to some extent or 
in some degree ■ The story is part science and part fiction. ■ 
She’s part French and part Italian. [=some of her relatives or 
ancestors are from France and some are from Italy] ■ His 
statement is only part [=partially, partly] right. [=only part of 
his statement is right] ■ The Chimera is a monster in Greek 
mythology that is part lion, part goat, and part serpent. 

4 part adj, always used before a noun : not complete or total ■ 
The claim is a part truth—there is more to the story than 
they are telling you. ■ She’s the executive chef and part owner 
of the restaurant. [=she and other people own the restaurant 
as partners] ■ (Brit) You can trade in your old car as part pay¬ 
ment for a new one. 

partake /paa-'teik/ verb -takes; -took /-'tuk/; -tak-en 
/-'teikan/; -taking [no obj] formal 

1 a : to have a share or part of something along with others ■ 
There was food available, but he chose not to partake. [=he 
chose not to eat any of the food] — usually + of* Music lov¬ 
ers partook of the rich offering of the music festival. ■ He 
had partaken of too much dinner and was now stuffed, b 
: to join with others in doing something : to take part in 
something ■ Let us all partake in [=(more commonly) join inj 
this celebration. 

2 : to have some of the qualities of something ■ a story that 
partakes of the nature of poetry 

— par-tak-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ partakers of the feast ■ 
partakers in the ceremony 

partial /'paa^fal/ adj 

1 : not complete or total ■ These plants prefer full sun or par¬ 
tial shade. ■ The partial ban on immigration has been lifted. ■ 
His latest play was deemed only a partial success by the crit¬ 
ics. ■ a partial eclipse of the sun ■ He wears a.partial denture. ■ 
She suggested a partial solution to the problem. 

2 [more most ~] : tending to treat one person, group, or 
thing better than another ■ The competition’s judges take 
great care not to seem partial, [-biased] ■ A referee must not 
be partial toward either team. — opposite impartial 
partial to : liking something or someone very much and 

usually more than other things or people ■ I like all the 
food here, but I’m particularly partial to the fried chicken. 

■ She says she’s partial to tall men with dark hair. "I’m not 
partial to red wine. [=1 do not like red wine] 


partiaM’ty Apaa^fi'selati/ noun, formal 

1 [noncount]: an unfair tendency to treat one person, group, 
or thing better than another ■ Judges must not show partiali¬ 
ty [: =bias ] during the competition. 

2 [singular] : a tendency to like something or someone — of¬ 
ten + to • I don’t understand his partiality to modern art. [=1 
don’t understand why he likes modern art] — often + for • 
She has a partiality for tall men with dark hair. 

partiaMy /'pa^Jali/ adv : somewhat but not completely 
: to some extent or in some degree : partly ■ I guess I’m 
partially responsible for what happened. ■ He only partially 
explained his reason for leaving. ■ The building was partially 
destroyed in the fire. 

participant /paa^tisapant/ noun, pi -pants [count] : a 
person who is involved in an activity or event: a person who 
participates in an activity or event — often + in • All the par¬ 
ticipants in the cooking contest received a free cookbook. ■ 
They were active participants in the project. 
participate /pa^'tiss^it/ verb -pates; -pat*ed; -pat- 
tng \no obj\: to be involved with others in doing something 
: to take part in an activity or event with others ■ Most peo¬ 
ple joined the game, but a few chose not to participate. — of¬ 
ten + in • If you don’t participate in the planning of the trip, 
you can’t complain about what we plan. ■ He never partici¬ 
pated in sports in high school. ■ Participating employees 
[=employees who have chosen to join] can contribute up to 
14 percent of their wages to the retirement plan. ■ Look for 
these specials at a participating store [=a store that partici¬ 
pates in an advertised sale or promotion] near you. 

— participation /paa^tisa'pei/an/ noun [noncount] ■ He 
noted a lack of participation by the people who would ben¬ 
efit the most. ■ The show had a lot of audience participa¬ 
tion. — often + in ■ He is known for his active participation 
in community affairs. ■ the participation of women in poli¬ 
tics ■ Participation in the retirement plan is voluntary. 

partic-l*pa-tO-ry /paa^tisapa^ori, Brit pa,tis3'peitri/ adj, 
formal : providing the opportunity for people to be involved 
in deciding how something is done ■ participatory democra¬ 
cy/management 

par-ti-ci-ple /'paateiSipal/ noun, pi -clples [count] gram¬ 
mar : a form of a verb that is used to indicate a past or 
present action and that can also be used like an adjective a In 
the phrases “the finishing touches” and “the finished prod¬ 
uct,” “finishing” and “finished” are participles formed from 
the verb “finish.” —see also past participle, present 
PARTICIPLE 

— par-ti*cip*i*al /.pa&ta'sipijal/ adj • a participial phrase 
particle /'paMikal/ noun, pi -tides [count] 

1 a : a very small piece of something ■ fine particles of sand ■ 
food particles b : a very small amount of something ■ There 
is not a particle of evidence to support their claim. ■ There is 
not a particle of truth in what he said. 

2 physics : any one of the very small parts of matter (such as 
a molecule, atom, or electron) ■ subatomic particles 

3 grammar : an adverb or preposition that when combined 
with a verb creates a phrasal verb ■ The phrasal verb “look 
up” consists of the verb “look” and the adverbial particle 
“up.” 

par*ti*cle*board /'paa‘tik3l,boad/ noun [noncount]: a type 
of board made by gluing together very small pieces of wood 

— called also chipboard, compare fiberboard 
1 particular /p^'tikjaW adj 

1 — used to indicate that one specific person or thing is be¬ 
ing referred to and no others ■ Is there one particular [^spe¬ 
cific] brand you prefer? ■ I asked for that particular seat be¬ 
cause it’s the one my father used to sit in. ■ Some lawyers are 
limited to one particular area of law. ■ Their names are listed 
in no particular order. ■ He quit his job for no particular rea¬ 
son. • I have nothing/something particular planned for this 
evening. ■ Are you looking for anything particular [=(more 
commonly) in particular ] 

2 always used before a noun : special or more than usual ■ 
The computer program will be of particular interest to teach¬ 
ers. ■ Pay particular attention to the poet’s choice of words. 

3 [more most ~] : having very definite opinions about 
what is good or acceptable ■ You’re more particular than I 
am when it comes to (choosing) a restaurant. ■ Our teacher is 
very particular when it comes to punctuation. — usually + 
about ■ Grandma is very particular [= choosy, picky ] about the 
kind of olive oil she uses. ■ She’s particular about her clothes. 

4 [more most ~] somewhat formal : including many de- 
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tails ■ He gave us a very particular account of his trip. ■ a 
more particular description 

particular noun, pi -lars [count] : a specific detail or piece 
of information • They wanted to know the facts down to ev¬ 
ery particular. — usually plural ■ Just give us a brief report; 
you can fill us in on the particulars later. ■ (Brit) The teacher 
asked the students to write down their particulars [^personal 
facts, such as their names and addresses] on a sheet of paper. 
• (US, law) The court ordered the state to file a bill of particu¬ 
lars. [=a detailed list of the charges or claims made in a legal 
case] 

in particular 1 : special or unusual ■ “What are you do¬ 
ing?” “Nothing in particular." • Are you looking for any¬ 
thing in particular ? [^specific] ■ I have something in particu¬ 
lar that I would like to discuss. ■ I made the cookies for no 
one in particular. [=1 did not make the cookies for any par¬ 
ticular person] 2 : particularly — used to indicate 
someone or something that deserves special mention ■ The 
whole family, but Mom in particular [ especially ], loves to 
ski. ■ Heavy rains, in the central valley in particular , have 
driven up the price of lettuce. ■ He’s a brilliant pianist 
known for his recordings of Bach, in particular his record¬ 
ing of the Goldberg Variations. 
par-tic-U-lar-i-ty /pa^tikja'lerati/ noun, pi -Wes formal 

1 [count] : a small detail ■ The actors studied all of the partic¬ 
ularities of the script. 

2 : a quality or feature that makes a person or thing differ¬ 
ent from others [count] the special particularities of the 
South ■ The particularities of the job take some time to get 
used to. [noncount] The critic’s review stressed the particu¬ 
larity [-uniqueness] of each work of art in the collection. 

3 [noncount] : careful attention to detail ■ She described the 
scene with great particularity. 

par-tic-u-lar*ize also Brit par-tic-ii-lar-ise /pa'tikjab- 
,raiz/ verb -iz-es; -ized; -\z-\ng formal : to give specific de¬ 
tails or examples of (something) [+ obj] My lawyer advised 
me to particularize all my complaints against my landlord. 
[no obj] He said he had been treated rudely, then went on to 
particularize. 

par-tiou-lar-ly /p^'tikjateli/ adv 

1 : more than usually : very, extremely ■ It has been a 
particularly [= especially ] dry summer. • Pay particularly close 
attention to the second paragraph. 

2 — used to indicate someone or something that deserves 
special mention ■ I liked all the food, particularly [= especial¬ 
ly ] the dessert. ■ He's good at all his subjects and he’s particu¬ 
larly good at math. ■ I am particularly pleased that you 
agreed to take the job. ■ The tools were useful, particularly 
the knife. [=the tools were useful, and the knife was the most 
useful of all; the knife, in particular, was useful] 

not particularly : only a little : not very or not very much ■ 
He is not particularly good at math. ■ I did not particularly 
like the movie. [=1 only liked the movie a little] ■ “Did you 
like the movie?" “No, not particularly." 

1 partying /'paa'tiri/ noun, pi -ings 

1 : a time or occurrence when people leave each other 
[count] I feared the morning, for I knew that our parting 
would be difficult. ■ a bitter/sad/tearful parting [noncount] 
On parting , he took my hand and promised to return. ■ 
“Good-night, good-night! Parting is such sweet sorrow ...” 
—Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet 

2 [count] : the act of separating something into two or more 
parts • the parting of the Red Sea 

3 [count] Brit : the line where a person's hair is separated 
: part ■ a middle/side parting 

parting of the ways : a point at which two people or groups 
decide to end a relationship ■ She and her political party 
came to a parting of the ways over the war. ■ These dis¬ 
agreements eventually led to the parting of the ways be¬ 
tween the two organizations. 

2 parting adj, always used before a noun : given, taken, or 
done when leaving someone ■ a parting gift/kiss/glance ■ His 
parting words to me were “Be patient." ■ As her parting shot , 
she said that the other candidate simply did not understand 
the needs of the city’s citizens. 

1 par*ti*san /'paa-tazan, Brit ,pa:ta'zjen/ noun, pi -sans 
[count] 

1 : a person who strongly supports a particular leader, 
group, or cause ■ a. partisan [= supporter] of affirmative action 
■ political partisans who only see one side of the problem 

2 : a member of a military group that fights against soldiers 
who have taken control of its country 


— par«ti*san*ship /'paaTazanJip, Brit ipaita'z^enjip/ noun 
[noncount] ■ The mayor was accused of partisanship in his 
decisions. 

2 partisan adj [more -v most ~] often disapproving : strongly 
supporting one leader, group, or cause over another ■ parti¬ 
san interests/loyalties/politics ■ She is highly/fiercely parti¬ 
san. — compare bipartisan, nonpartisan 
1 par*ti*tion /paa'tijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : a wall or screen that separates one area from an¬ 
other ■ A thin partition separates the two rooms in the cabin. 
■ Folding partitions separate the different banquet halls in 
the building. • The bank teller sat behind a glass partition. 

— see picture at office 

2 [noncount] : the division of a country into separate politi¬ 
cal units ■ the partition of former Yugoslavia * the partition of 
Korea into North and South Korea 

2 partition verb -tions; -tioned; -tion-ing [+ obj] 

1 formal: to divide (something) into parts or shares ■ It was 
necessary to partition the work to be done to make the job 
easier to accomplish. ■ The room is partitioned into four sec¬ 
tions. 

2 : to divide (a country) into two or more parts having sepa¬ 
rate political status ■ After the war, the country was parti¬ 
tioned. 

partition off [phrasal verb ] partition (something) off or parti¬ 
tion off (something) : to separate (an area or part of a 
room) by using a wall, screen, etc. ■ The storage area was 
partitioned off from the rest of the basement. 

ParMv /'paatli/ adv : somewhat but not completely : to 
some extent or in some degree ■ We’re both partly [= partially ] 
to blame for what happened. ■ The project failed partly be¬ 
cause of a lack of funds. • What you say is only partly true. ■ 
partly cloudy skies 

1 partner /'paaTna'/ noun, pi -ners [count] 

1 : someone’s husband or wife or the person someone has 
sexual relations with ■ His partner , his wife of 20 years, was 
shocked to hear about his accident. ■ marital/sexual/same- 
sex partners — see also domestic partner 

2 : one of two or more people, businesses, etc., that work to¬ 
gether or do business together ■ They are partners in the real 
estate business. ■ law partners • Singapore’s most important 
trading partner is Indonesia. • She was a senior partner at the 
Wall Street firm. — see also silent partner, partner in 
crime at crime 

3 : someone who participates in an activity or game with an¬ 
other person ■ We were each assigned a partner for the 
project. ■ a golf/tennis/dance partner — see also sparring 

PARTNER 

2 partner verb -ners; -nered; -ner-ing ; to be or become a 
partner : to join with someone or something as a partner (no 
obj] The sporting goods store partnered with the newspaper 
to sponsor the road race. ■ She partnered with her sister, and 
they opened a candy shop together. [+ obj] The teacher part¬ 
nered [-paired] me with Susan for the project. — usually 
used as (be) partnered ■ I was partnered with her in the tour¬ 
nament. [=we were partners in the tournament] 
part*ner*ship /'paa i tna i Jip/ noun, pi -ships 

1 [noncount] : the state of being partners ■ two people joined 
in partnership • scientists working in partnership with each 
other ■ The company is developing a new car in partnership 
with leading auto manufacturers in Japan. ■ The two compa¬ 
nies have gone/entered into partnership (with each other). 

2 [count] : a relationship between partners ■ Their marriage 
is a partnership that has remained strong despite family ill¬ 
ness. • The singing duo has maintained a successful partner¬ 
ship for 20 years. ■ a notable partnership between two experi¬ 
enced scientists in the field 

3 [count] : a business that is owned by partners ■ He joined 
the partnership last year. 

part of speech noun, pi parts of speech [count] ; a class 
of words (such as adjectives, adverbs, nouns, verbs, etc.) that 
are identified according to the kinds of ideas they express 
and the way they work in a sentence ■ What part of speech is 
the word “lovely?" 

par-tridge /'paaTncfc/ noun, pi partridge or par«tridg*es 

[count] : a brown bird with a round body and short tail that 
is often hunted for food and sport 
part-time /'pua^t'taim/ adj : working or involving fewer 
hours than is considered normal or standard ■ part-time em¬ 
ployees/students ■ a part-time job — compare full-time 

— part-time adv • She works part-time at the office. ■ I go to 
college part-time. — part-tim-er /'paat, taima-/ noun, pi 
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-ers {count] ■ Some of the employees are full-timers, but 
most of them are part-timers. 

part*Way /■paa't'wei/ adv : at a distance or time that is be¬ 
tween two points ■ I was partway to school when I realized I 
had forgotten my book. ■ Partway down the mountain, he 
sprained his ankle. ■ The team got a new coach partway 
through the season. ■ They met up with some friends partway 
through the trip. 

1 par»ty /'paMi/ noun, pi -ties [count] 

1 : a social event in which entertainment, food, and drinks 
are provided ■ We are having/giving/throwing a party. ■ a 
high school dance party ■ Were you invited to her party ? • 
Our New Year’s Eve party was a huge success. ■ a dinner par¬ 
ty • a. birthday/costume/farewell party — often used before 
another noun ■ a party hat/dress ■ party decorations/games ■ 
Get in the party spirit. ■ I’m not in a party mood. — see also 

BLOCK PARTY, COCKTAIL PARTY, DRINKS PARTY, HEN PAR¬ 
TY, HOUSE PARTY, SLUMBER PARTY, STAG PARTY, TAIL¬ 
GATE PARTY, TEA PARTY 

2 : an organization of people who have similar political be¬ 
liefs and ideas and who work to have their members elected 
to positions in the government • political parties with oppos¬ 
ing agendas ■ the Democratic/Republican Party ■ The sena¬ 
tor is loyal to his party. ■ the ruling party [=the party that is in 
power] ■ party members/policy • the party leader 

3 law : a person who is involved in a legal case or contract ■ 
the two parties in the marriage contract • the guilty party ■ 
The parties in the lawsuit reached a settlement. — see also 
THIRD PARTY 

4 formal: someone or something that is involved in an activ¬ 
ity ■ The principal of the school was urged to be a party 
[= participant] in the educational council. ■ Interested parties 
are asked to contact their local representative. — often + to ■ 
a party to the international coalition aimed at fighting hun¬ 
ger ■ He refused to be a party to [=he refused to take part in] 
the gambling ring. 

5 : a group of people who do something together • a 
mountain-climbing party ■ a rescue/search party — often + 
of m a party of travelers from Great Britain ■ He made a reser¬ 
vation at the restaurant for a party of four. [=for a group of 
four people] ■ A party of teenagers is in charge of the neigh¬ 
borhood cleanup. 

the life (and soul) of the party see ‘life 
2 party verb -ties; -tied; -typing [no obj] informal: to have a 
party or be involved in a party : to spend enjoyable time eat¬ 
ing, drinking, dancing, etc., with a group of people* He spent 
the weekend partying with his friends. ■ We partied all night. 
— partying noun [noncount] ■ His parents told him to stop 
his partying and start studying more, 
party animal noun, pi ~ -mals [count] informal: a person 
who enjoys going to parties and drinking a lot of alcohol and 
behaving in a loud and wild way 
par-ty*er /'paaTija*/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who goes to a party 

2 informal: a person who enjoys going to parties • He was a 
big partyer in college. 

party favor noun, pi — vors [count] US : a small gift that is 
given to people at a party — usually plural ■ All the children 
received party favors. 

par*ty*go*er / , paa , ti,gowa i / noun, pi -ers [count ]: a person 
who goes to a party 

party line noun, pi ■— lines [count] : the official policy or 
opinion of a political party or other organization that mem¬ 
bers are expected to support ■ Congress voted along party 
lines [=members of each party voted in the expected way] on 
the new education bill. 

party politics noun [plural] often disapproving : political 
activities, decisions, etc., that relate to or support a particu¬ 
lar political party ■ Party politics played a large role in deter¬ 
mining who would be chosen for the position. ■ They 
shouldn’t allow their votes to be influenced by party politics. 
party pOOp*er /-'puipa*/ noun, pi ~ -ers [count] chiefly US, 
informal : a person who spoils the fun for other people • 
Don’t be such a party pooperl 
par value noun, pi —■ -ues [count] : par 2 
par*ve*nu /'paawa.nu:, Brit 'pa:v3,nju;/ noun, pi -nus 
[count] formal + disapproving : a person from usually a low 
social position who has recently or suddenly become 
wealthy, powerful, or successful but who is not accepted by 
other wealthy, powerful, and successful people 
pash-mi*na /poj'mirna/ noun, pi -nas 
1 [noncount] : a kind of fine, soft wool from Asia 


2 [count] : a long piece of clothing made from pashmina and 
worn around a woman’s neck 

1 pass /'pjes, Brit 'pars/ verb pass*es; passed; passing 
la: to move past someone or something [no obj ] The boat 
was too tall to pass beneath/under the bridge. ■ A flock of 
geese were passing overhead. • Stand here and don’t let any¬ 
one pass, [-move past you] — often + by ■ They pass by the 
library on their way to school. ■ I was just passing by and 
thought I’d stop and say hello. [+ obj] They pass the library 
every morning on their way to school. ■ The ships passed 
each other in the night. ■ We passed each other in the hallway 
without looking up. — often + by ■ She was hoping he would 
stop and talk to her, but he passed her by. b : to move past 
someone or something that is moving more slowly in the 
same direction [no obj] (US) “Is it safe to pass ?’’ [=(Brit) 
overtake] “No, there’s a car coming in the other lane." [+ 
obj] She passed two other runners just before the finish line. ■ 
He passed the slower cars on the highway. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition a [no obj] : to 
move or go into or through a particular place ■ The drug 
passes quickly into the bloodstream. • In a solar eclipse, the 
moon passes between the sun and the Earth. ■ The airplane 
passed out of sight. — often + through ■ Fear and panic 
passed through the crowd. ■ A river passes through the middle 
of the city. ■ Millions of tourists pass through the museum ev¬ 
ery year. • The paper passes through the fax machine and 
comes out the other end. • The bullet passed through his 
shoulder. ■ We passed through Texas on our way to Mexico. ■ 
We’re just passing through. [=staying here for a very short 
time] b [+ obj] : to cause (something) to move or go in a 
specified way ■ Pass the end of the string through the loop. ■ 
He passed the rope around the pole. 

3 [+ obj]: to give (something) to someone using your hands ■ 
She passed the baby back to his mother. ■ Would you please 
pass the salt? ■ Pass [=hand] me the butter, please. ■ They 
started passing around pictures of their trip. • Take one sheet 
and pass the rest down/on/along. [=take one sheet and give 
the rest to the next person] • Can you pass that screwdriver 
over to me? 

4 sports : to throw, hit, or kick a ball or puck to a teammate 
[+ obj] Pass me the ball! = Pass the ball to me! [no obj] She 
passed to her teammate who then scored a goal. 

5 [+ obj] a : to cause someone to have or be affected by 
(something that you have had or been affected by) ■ The dis¬ 
ease was passed from mother to child. = She passed the dis¬ 
ease to her child. — often + on • She contracted the disease 
and passed it on to her child. • Gas prices have risen, forcing 
companies to pass the cost on to the consumer. ■ We lowered 
our costs and are now able to pass on the savings to our cus¬ 
tomers. — sometimes + along • We’re passing the savings 
along to our customers, b : to give (information) to anoth¬ 
er person — often + on ■ Doctors need to pass this informa¬ 
tion on to their patients. • Everyone’s invited to the party. 
Pass it ori [=tell people that everyone is invited] — often + 
along ■ They quickly passed the word along that the meeting 
was postponed. ■ He told me about it, and now I’m passing it 
along to you. 

6 [no obj] a : to go from one person to another person ■ The 
rumor quickly passed [=spread] from person to person. ■ The 
book passed from hand to hand, b : to be given to someone 
especially according to a law, rule, etc. ■ The throne passed 
to the king’s son. ■ Ownership passes to the buyer upon pay¬ 
ment in full. • After her death, the house passed into the 
hands of her granddaughter. [=her granddaughter became 
the owner of the house] 

7 of time a [no obj] : to go by ■ Several months passed be¬ 
fore I received a reply. ■ He became sleepy as the time 
passed. ■ The days pass quickly when you’re on vacation. ■ 
Another day passed without any news about the where¬ 
abouts of their missing son. b [+ obj] : to let (time or a peri¬ 
od of time) go by especially while you are doing something 
enjoyable ■ He passes [=spends] his days reading and taking 
walks around the neighborhood. ■ They passed the evening 
playing cards. ■ We played games to pass the time on the bus. 

■ I walked over to my neighbor’s house to pass the time of 
day. [=to have a friendly and informal conversation] 

8 [no obj] a : to happen or take place • The meeting passed 
without incident. ■ He hoped that his mistake would pass 
unnoticed. [=not be noticed by anyone] — often + between • 
A meaningful glance passed between them. [=they glanced at 
each other in a meaningful way] ■ It’s hard to believe that 
they’re still friends after everything that’s passed between 
them, b : to end or go away ■ She couldn’t let the moment 
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pass (away) without saying something. ■ This crisis will soon 
pass. [=will soon be over] ■ A storm had just passed. ■ They 
waited until it was clear that the danger had passed. a They 
were happy once, but that time has passed. [=that time is 
over] ■ The era of the traveling salesman has passed into his¬ 
tory. ^traveling salesmen no longer exist] 

9 [no obj ] : to be done, said, etc., without producing a re¬ 
sponse ■ I disagreed with what he said, but I let it pass. [=1 did 
not say anything in response to his remark] ■ She let his re¬ 
mark pass without comment. 

10 [no obj ] a : to not take, accept, or use something that is 
offered to you ■ Thanks for the offer, but I’ll pass. — often + 
on ■ He passed on the cake. [=he did not eat any cake] ■ I 
think I’ll pass on going with you. b : to decide not to do 
something at a particular point in a game (such as a card 
game) when it is your turn ■ “I bid three of hearts.” “Ipass.” 

11 a : to complete (a test, class, etc.) successfully [+ obj] He 
failed his driver’s test the first time he took it, but he passed 
it the second time. ■ I almost didn’t pass my French class this 
semester, [no obj] “How did you do on the test?” “I passed\" 
b [+ obj] : to decide that (someone) has passed an examina¬ 
tion or course of study ■ The teacher said she couldn’t pass 
me because I failed all of my tests. 

12 a [+ obj] : to officially approve (a law, bill, etc.) ■ Con¬ 
gress passed a law banning the sale of automatic rifles. ■ The 
measure was passed by both the House and the Senate. • 
We’ve been trying to get this legislation passed for several 
months now. b chiefly US : to become approved by (a legis¬ 
lature) [+ obj] The measure passed both the House and the 
Senate. ■ The bill passed the House but was defeated/rejected 
by the Senate, [no obj] The proposal passed (into law). • The 
bill failed to pass in the Senate. 

13 [+ obj] formal : to say or state (something) especially in an 
official way ■ Before passing sentence [=announcing the 
punishment], the judge commented on the seriousness of the 
crime. ■ The court is now ready to pass judgment. • It would 
be premature to pass judgment on [=to state an opinion on] 
his place in history. ■ Don’t pass judgment on me [=don’t crit¬ 
icize me] until you know all the facts. 

14 [+ obj] : to go beyond (a number or amount) — usually 
used with mark ■ It’s an extremely successful movie that has 
just passed [= exceeded, surpassed] the $100 million mark. [=it 
has earned more than $100 million] ■ I’ve passed the half- 
century mark. [=1 am over 50 years old] 

15 [no obj] : to change from one state or form to another ■ 
The water passes from a liquid to a gas. • passing through the 
different stages of human development 

16 [no obj] : to be good enough : to be adequate ■ The work 
isn’t perfect, but it will pass. [=wiU do] 

17 [+ obj] : to illegally use (checks, bills, etc., with no real 
value) as money ■ They were charged with passing bad 
checks. ■ He was trying to pass counterfeit money. 

18 [+ obj] : to have (something) come out from your body ■ 
He had been passing blood in his urine. [=blood had been ap¬ 
pearing In his urine] "pass a kidney stone — see also paw gas 
at 1 GAS, paw water at 1 WATER 

19 [no obj ]: to die — used as a polite way to avoid saying the 
word “die” ■ I’m sorry, but your grandfather has passed. 
— see also pass away, pass on (below) 

come to pass see ‘come 

pass as [phrasal verb] 1 pass as (someone or something) 
: to cause people to believe that you are (someone or 
something that you are not) ■ He thought that growing a 
mustache would help him pass as an adult. ■ Your mom 
could pass as your sister! 2 pass as (something) : to be 
accepted or regarded as (something) ■ the ancient practices 
that once passed as [^passed for] science 
pass away [phrasal verb] : to die — used as a polite way to 
avoid saying the word “die” ■ Her father passed away, 
pass by [phrasal verb] pass (someone) by : to happen with¬ 
out being noticed or acted upon by (someone) ■ Don’t let 
this opportunity pass (you) by\ • I realized that I was letting 
life pass me by. — see also 'pass la (above) 
pass down [phrasal verb] pass (something) down or pass 
down (something) : to give (something) to a younger per¬ 
son especially within the same family ■ She will pass dawn 
her diamond ring to her niece. a It’s a family recipe passed 
down [= handed down] from my great-grandmother. a The 
painting is a family heirloom that has been passed down 
through the generations. 

pass for [phrasal verb] pass for (something) : to be accepted 
or regarded as (something) a I can’t believe the garbage 
that’s passing for [^passing ay] art these days. a the tasteless 


soup that was supposed to pass for our dinner a What pass¬ 
es for entertainment around here? 
pass in [phrasal verb] pass (something) in or pass in (some¬ 
thing) : to give (something) to a person who will review it ■ 
Students should pass their papers in before they leave. ■ He 
passed in [=: handed in] his test 
pass muster see 2 muster 

pass off [phrasal verb] 1 pass (someone or something) off 
as (someone or something) or pass off (someone or some¬ 
thing) as (someone or something) : to cause people to 
wrongly believe that someone or something is someone or 
something else a amateurs passing themselves off as profes¬ 
sionals a He managed to pass himself off as the son of the 
famous actor. a She passed the poem off as her own. a They 
tried to paw it off as an original painting, but I suspected it 
was a copy. a a cheap piece of glass passed off as a diamond 
2 Brit : to happen or take place in a particular way a The 
event passed off [-went off] with no major incidents. a The 
eveningpassed off quietly. 

pass on [phrasal verb] : to die — used as a polite way to 
avoid saying the word “die” a Her parents have passed on. 
pass out [phrasal verb] 1 : to fall asleep or become uncon¬ 
scious a They both passed out in front of the TV. a I felt like 
I was going to pass out from exhaustion. ■ He drank until 
he passed out. - Someone was passed out on the floor. 
[=someone was lying unconscious on the floor] 2 pass 
out (something) or pass (something) out : to give (some¬ 
thing) to several or many people a They passed out [land¬ 
ed out, distributed] copies of the newsletter. a The teacher 
hasn’t finishedpawzngouf the tests yet. ■ She passed out fly¬ 
ers at the grocery store. 

pass over [phrasal verb] 1 pass over (someone) or pass 
(someone) over : to not choose (someone) for a job, posi¬ 
tion, etc. a When it came time to select the recipient of the 
award, the committee once again passed him over. [=the 
committee did not give him an award] ■ The quarterback 
was passed over by other teams. — often + for ■ She was 
passed over for another promotion. 2 pass over (some¬ 
thing) or pass (something) over : to leave out (something) a 
passing over [^skipping] the more boring parts of the book 
: to not discuss or deal with (something) a Let’s pass over 
the technical details and get straight to the parts that really 
interest you. 

pass the buck see 'buck 
pass the hat see hat 
pass the torch see 'torch 

pass up [phrasal verb] pass up (something) or pass (some¬ 
thing) up : to not take or accept (something that is offered 
to you) a We couldn’t afford to paw up her offer. ■ Her of¬ 
fer was too good to pass up. 

pass your lips 1 of words : to come out of your mouth : to 
be spoken a The word “quit” has never passed her lips. 
[=she has never said the word “quit”] 2 of food or drink 
: to go into your mouth : to be eaten or drunk a He refused 
to let alcohol pass his lips. [=he never drank alcohol] 
2 pass noun, pi passes [count] 

1 sports : an act of throwing, hitting, or kicking a ball or 
puck to a teammate a throwing/making/completing a perfect 
pass to a teammate a a forward pass • He caught a 20-yard 
pass from Johnson. a The quarterback threw two touchdown 
passes in the first half of the game. — see also bounce pass, 
SCREEN PASS, SHOVEL PASS 

2 : a card or ticket which shows that you are allowed to en¬ 
ter or leave a particular place or to ride a vehicle a a one-day/ 
weekend/season paw to the amusement park a Each new stu¬ 
dent will be given a bus pass. [=a ticket that permits you to 
ride the bus] a We won backstage passes [=cards that allow 
you to go behind the stage] for tonight’s concert. a ( US) You 
have to get a hall pass [=a card that shows you have permis¬ 
sion to be out of class during class time] from the teacher. 
— see also boarding pass 

3 : a single, complete set of actions that are done together as 
a stage in a process a The machine is able to print on both 
sides in a single pass. ■ I did another pass to check for any 
spelling mistakes in my essay. a The error was discovered in 
the next pass through the data. 

4 : an act of moving over a place a The planes made several 
passes over the area. a The pilot spotted the missing group on 
a second pass. 

5 chiefly Brit : a grade which shows that you have passed a 
test or class a I got a pass in my History class. a The required 
pass mark was 75 percent. 

make a pass at: to do or say something that clearly shows 
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you want to begin a romantic or sexual relationship with 
(someone) ■ He made a pass at his wife’s friend. 

- compare ’pass 
3 pass noun, pi passes 

1 [count] : a low place in a mountain range where a road or 
path goes through ■ a mountain pass = a pass through the 
mountains 

2 [ singular ] somewhat formal : a usually bad situation or 
condition ■ We had come to a very strange pass. ■ What 
brought them to such a sorry pass' ? 

- compare 2 pass 

pass-able /"psesabal, Brit 'pcr.sabal/ adj 

1 : capable of being passed, crossed, or traveled on ■ The 
main road is passable but most others are still covered with 
snow. ■ The river is passable during the summer months. 

2 : good enough : adequate or satisfactory ■ He did a pass¬ 
able job with the assignment. ■ She plays passable golf but 
prefers tennis. ■ His Italian is passable. 

- passably /'psesabli, Brit 'pcr.ssbli/ adv ■ She speaks 
French passably. ■ He gets along passably (well) with his in¬ 
laws. 

pas-saqe /'psesicfc/ noun, pi -sag-es 

1 [count] : a long, narrow space that connects one place to 
another ■ They escaped through a secret underground pas¬ 
sage. [= passageway] • (Brit) Her office is at the end of the pas¬ 
sage. [^hallway] 

2 [count] : a narrow space that people or things can move 
through ■ We squeezed through a narrow passage between 
the rocks. ■ Special ships clear passages through the ice. ■ The 
medicine makes breathing easier by opening nasal passages. 

3 : an act of moving or passing from one place or state to an¬ 
other [noncount] They controlled the passage of goods 
through their territory. ■ He guaranteed us safe passage. [=he 
promised that we could safely travel through the area] ■ the 
passage of food through the digestive system ■ the passage of 
air into and out of the lungs - the passage from life to death ■ 
the passage of the seasons ■ He left after the passage of a few 
hours. ■ With the passage of time , the number of children 
suffering with the disease has decreased dramatically. [sin- 
gular] a child’s passage into adulthood — see also rite of 
passage 

4 [count] a : a usually short section of a book, poem, 
speech, etc. ■ He quoted a passage from the Bible. ■ The 
book’s main theme is reflected in the following passage. ■ 
long descriptive passages b : a usually short section of a 
piece of music ■ complex musical passages 

5 : an act of officially approving a bill, law, etc. [noncount] 
The passage [-enactment] of this law will save lives. ■ the pas¬ 
sage of the 25th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution ■ gov¬ 
ernment leaders who are determined to get passage of their 
bills [singular] a bill’s passage into law 

6 old-fashioned a [count] : a voyage or journey usually on a 
boat ■ a long ocean passage b [noncount] : the right to trav¬ 
el on a boat, airplane, etc. ■ They booked passage on a ship/ 
train bound for Mexico. 

pas-sage-way /'pzesicfc.wei/ noun, pi -ways [count] : a 
long, narrow space that connects one place to another ■ An 
underground passageway [= corridor ] connects the two build¬ 
ings. 

pass-book /'pses.bok, Brit 'pa:s,buk/ noun, pi -books 

[count] : BANKBOOK 

pas-se /pse'sei, Brit 'pa:,sei/ adj : no longer fashionable or 
popular ■ That style of music is now considered passt*. 
pas-sel /'pjesal/ noun, pi -sels [count] US, informal : a large 
number or group of people or things — usually singular • A 
passel of children waited in the hall. ■ a passel of problems 
paS-Sen-qer /'pjesncfeer/ noun, pi -gers [count] 

1: a person who is traveling from one place to another in a 
car, bus, train, ship, airplane, etc., and who is not driving or 
working on it ■ There were two passengers in the car in addi¬ 
tion to the driver. — often used before another noun ■ a pas¬ 
senger train/ship [=a train/ship that carries passengers] 

2 Brit : a person in a group who does not do as much work 
as others ■ There’s no room for passengers on this project; ev¬ 
erybody must do his share of the work, 
passenger car noun, pi cars [count] US : a railroad car 
that carries passengers — called also (Brit) carriage 
passenger seat noun, pi ~ seats [count] : the front seat 
of a vehicle (such as a car) where a passenger sits 
pass-er /'psesas Brit 'pcusa/ noun, pi -ers [count]: someone 
or something that passes something ■ a passer of bad checks; 
especially : a player who passes a ball or puck to a teammate 


in a sport ■ a quarterback who is an excellent passer 
pass-er-by /,p£esa'bai, Brit .paisa'bai/ noun, pi pass-ers- 
by /.psesa^z'bai, Brit ,pa;saz'bai/ [count] : a person who 
walks by something on a street or road ■ A passerby saw the 
accident and stopped to help. ■ Passersby were asked if they 
were registered to vote. 

pass—fail /'pss'feil, Brit 'pais'feil/ adj, US : using a system 
of grading in which the grades “pass" and “fail” are used in¬ 
stead of traditional grades like “A," “B,” and “C” ■ a pass-fail 
class/test 

1 paSS-ing /*p£esii), Brit ’pa:sii)/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the act of moving toward and beyond something — usu¬ 
ally + of* I could hear the parsing of a distant train. [=1 could 
hear a distant train passing] 

2 — used to talk about the movement of time; usually + of • 
They celebrate the passing of each season. ■ She grew stron¬ 
ger with the passing of each year. ■ We lament the passing of 
an era. ■ Only the passing of time will help her deal with this 
tragedy. 

3 formal : a person’s death ■ After her husband’s passing, she 
moved to a smaller house. ■ We all mourned his passing. 

4 : the act of officially approving a bill, law, etc. • the passing 
(= passage ] of the bill through Congress 

in passing : in a brief way while discussing something else ■ 
She mentioned in passing that she was studying law. ■ The 
report notes the incident only in passing. 

2 paSSing adj, always used before a noun 

1 : moving past someone or something ■ Someone called out 
from a passing car. ■ She sells flowers to passing motorists. ■ a 
passing ship/airplane/train 

2 — used to talk about time that is going past • I love you 
more with each passing day. ■ with every passing year 

3 : lasting for only a short time ■ Let’s hope that these shoes 
are just a passing fad. - a passing phase in childhood 

4 : done or made quickly • He made a few passing [=cursory] 
remarks about his work at the hospital. ■ We gave the restau¬ 
rant a passing [=quick] glance before moving on. ■ She never 
gave the matter more than a passing thought. ■ Her assistants 
get only a passing mention at the end of the article. 

5 : not very strong or thorough : slight ■ She has only a 
passing acquaintance with the subject. ■ I admit that I have 
only a passing interest in sports. ■ You can see a passing re¬ 
semblance between him and his father. 

6 : showing that you completed a test or class in an accept¬ 
able way ■ She completed the class with a passing grade/ 
mark of 65 percent. 

7 sports : relating to the skill of throwing, hitting, or kicking 
a ball or puck to a teammate ■ shooting and passing skills ■ 
The football team needs to improve its passing game. (=its 
ability to pass the ball] 

passing lane noun, pi ~ lanes [count] US : a part of a 
road or highway that drivers use to pass other vehicles 
pas-sion /'pje/an/ noun, pi -sions 

1 a : a strong feeling of enthusiasm or excitement for some¬ 
thing or about doing something [count] Everyone could see 
the passion in his approach to the work. ■ a controversy that 
has stirred passions in Congress [noncount] Her perfor¬ 
mance is full of passion and originality. ■ She spoke with pas¬ 
sion about preserving the building, b : a strong feeling 
(such as anger) that causes you to act in a dangerous way 
[noncount] The crime was committed in a fit of passion. ■ a 
crime of passion [count] destructive passions 

2 : a strong sexual or romantic feeling for someone [non¬ 
count] — often + for ■ He had never felt such passion [=love, 
devotion] for anyone but her. [count] sexual passions 

3 [count] a : something that you enjoy or love doing very 
much ■ Music/golf/writing has always been his passion, b 
: a strong feeling of \o\efor something ■ She developed apas¬ 
sion for opera. ■ a student with a passion for literature 

4 the Passion : the sufferings of Jesus Christ between the 
night of the Last Supper and his death ■ the Passion of Christ 
with a passion informal — used to say that you strongly 

dislike someone or something ■ I hate him with a passion. 

— pas-sion*less /'pse.fanlas/ adj " a passionless marriage/ 
performance/speech 

paS-Sion-ate /'piejanat /adj [more —; most ~] 

1 : having, showing, or expressing strong emotions or beliefs 
■ a passionate coach/performance ■ He gave a passionate 
speech on tax reform. ■ She has a passionate interest in ani¬ 
mal rights. ■ She is passionate about art/music/sports. ■ We 
were moved by his passionate plea for forgiveness. 

2 : expressing or relating to strong sexual or romantic feel- 
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ings ■ a long, passionate kiss • a passionate love affair 

— pas-sion-ate-ly adv ■ She spoke passionately about ani¬ 
mal rights. ■ They kissed passionately. ■ They were passion¬ 
ately opposed to the war. 

paS'Sion*flow*er /'pjejan.flawa 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a 
tall plant with large flowers and berries that are often eaten 
as fruit 

passion fruit noun, pi passion fruit or passion fruits 

[count] : a small round fruit that has many seeds and is often 
used to make juice 

passion play or Passion play noun, pi ~ plays [count] 
: a play about the suffering and death of Jesus Christ 
pas*sive /'pzesiv/ adj 

1 [more most ~] — used to describe someone who allows 
things to happen or who accepts what other people do or de¬ 
cide without trying to change anything • His passive accep¬ 
tance of the decision surprised us. ■ In her books, women are 
often portrayed in passive roles. 

2 grammar a of a verb or voice : showing that the subject of 
a sentence is acted on or affected by the verb • “Hits" in “She 
hits the ball" is active, while “hit" in “The ball was hit" is pas¬ 
sive. • In “He was hit by the ball," “hit" is a passive verb. 
The passive voice is a way of writing or speaking that uses 
passive verbs. ■ The sentence “The house was destroyed by 
the tornado" is written in the passive voice. — compare AC¬ 
TIVE b : containing a passive verb form ■ a passive sentence 

— pas-slve-ly adv ■ He waited passively for me to decide. 
— pas*siv-i-ty /pze'sivati/ noun [noncount] • She was an¬ 
gered by the passivity of her coworkers. 

passive resistance noun [noncount] : a way of opposing 
the government without using violence especially by refus¬ 
ing to obey laws 

passive smoking noun [noncount] : the breathing in of 
cigarette smoke from people who are smoking nearby 
pass-key /'p£es,ki:, Brit 'pa:s,ki:/ noun, pi -keys [count] : a 
key that opens many locks : master key 
P aSS-OVer /'pzesiouvas Brit 'pa:s,3UV3/ noun [noncount] : a 
Jewish holiday in March or April that celebrates the freeing 
of the Jews from slavery in Egypt 
pass-port /'pjes^oa*, Brit 'pa:s,po:t/ noun, pi -ports 
[count] 

1 : an official document issued by the government of a 
country that identifies someone as a citizen of that country 
and that is usually necessary when entering or leaving a 
country 

2 : something that allows a person to achieve something — 
+ to • Education can be a passport to a successful future. 

pass-word /'p£es,W3>d, Brit 'pa:s,w9:d/ noun, pi -words 
[count] 

1 : a secret word or phrase that a person must know before 
being given permission to enter a place 

2 : a secret series of numbers or letters that allows you to use 
a computer system ■ You need to enter your password to 
check your e-mail. 

1 p3St /'past, Brit 'pa:st/ adj 

1 always used before a noun : having existed in a time before 
the present: from, done, or used in an earlier time • The mu¬ 
seum displays artifacts from past [= earlier ] civilizations. • She 
was hired based on her past experience in sales. 

2 always used before a noun — used to refer to a time that 
has gone by recently ■ He has worked there for the past few 
months. • I spoke with him this past [=last] weekend. 

3 always used before a noun — used to say what someone or 
something was in the past ■ She is a past [-former] president 
of the club. • Several past employees were interviewed for 
the story. ■ past champions 

4 — used to describe something that ended or was complet¬ 
ed in the past • The time is past for apologies. ■ In winters 
past , we have had much more snow. = In past winters, we 
have had much more snow. 

2 Past prep 

1 : at the farther side of (something) : beyond (a particular 
place) ■ The office is two blocks past the intersection. ■ Turn 
left just past the stairs. 

2 : up to and beyond (a person or place) ■ We drove past the 
house. ■ I must have walked right past her. • He looked past 
me to the next customer. 

3 : later than (a time) • We need to leave by half past two. 
[=2:30] ■ It was past [=qfter, (Brit) gone] five o’clock by the 
time we got home. • It’s past his bedtime. • The bill is past 
due. [=it is late; it should have been paid before now] 

4 a : older than (an age) • Now that he is past 60, he’s think¬ 


ing about retiring, b : beyond the age for (something) ■ She 
is past playing with dolls. 

5 : beyond or no longer at (a particular point) ■ The milk is 
past its expiration date. • The daffodils are past blooming. * 
They tried marriage counseling, but they were already past 
the point of reconciling. • The house is a mess, but she is past 
caring. [=she doesn’t care] ■ As a singer, he is past his prime. 
[=he is no longer as good at singing as he once was] 

I wouldn’t put it past (someone) — used to say that you 
would not be surprised if someone did something bad ■ 1 
wouldn’t put it past him to lie. • I don’t know if she ever 
cheated on an exam, but I wouldn't put it past her. 
past it Brit, informal: too old to do something or to be use¬ 
ful • At the age of 45, he is past it as a football player. 
3 past noun, pi pasts 

1 [noncount] : an earlier time : the time before the present ■ 
Past, present, and future are all linked together. — usually 
used with the • happy memories of the past • In the past, there 
was a company luncheon every month. • Try not to worry 
about it anymore. It’s in the past. ■ She wants to forget about 
the past. = She wants to put the past behind her. ■ The disease 
is mostly a thing of the past. [=something that no longer ex¬ 
ists] ■ She had some financial problems, but that is all in the 
past [=she has no financial problems now] — see also live in 
the past at ‘live 

2 [count]: the events of a person’s life, of a place, etc., before 
the present time — usually singular ■ Do you know anything 
about her past ? ■ His past caught up with him when a former 
coworker recognized him. ■ He has an interesting past. ■ The 
city’s past is full of interesting events. • We learned about the 
building’s past as a textile factory. 

3 the past grammar : past tense • The past of “walk” is 
“walked." 

blast from the past see ‘blast 
4 past adv : to and beyond a certain point or time ■ He drove 
* past [=by] slowly so we could look at the house. • A deer ran 
past. ■ Several weeks went past before we heard from her. 
pas-ta /'parsta, Brit 'pjesta/ noun, pi -tas : a food made from 
a mixture of flour, water, and sometimes eggs that is formed 
into different shapes (such as thin strips, tubes, or shells) and 
usually boiled [noncount] They ordered pasta with meat 
sauce. ■ pasta salad/sauce [count] Breads and pastas are high 
in carbohydrates. 


pasta 



ravioli torteilini macaroni 


1 paste /'peist/ noun 

1 [singular] : a soft, wet mixture of usually a powder and a 
liquid • Stir the flour and water to a paste. — see also 
toothpaste 

2 [noncount]: a type of glue that is used to make things stick 
together • The children used paste and construction paper to 
make Mother’s Day cards. • wallpaper paste 

3 a [noncount] : a soft, smooth food that is made by grinding 
something (such as tomatoes or nuts) into very small pieces ■ 
canned tomato paste ■ a cake with an almond paste filling ■ 
anchovy/bean paste b [singular] : a type of dough made 
with flour and butter that is used in baking ■ Stir the ingredi¬ 
ents to form a paste. 

4 [noncount] : a type of glass that is used to make artificial 
gems ■ The necklace contains real gems and paste. 

2 paste verb pastes; past-ed; past-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to stick (something) to or onto something by using paste ■ 

1 pasted the edges of the paper together. ■ He cut out the 
newspaper article and pasted it into a scrapbook. 

2 : to put (something cut or copied from a computer docu¬ 
ment) into another part of the document or into another 
document • After you select the text with your mouse, you 
can cut it and then paste it at the beginning of the paragraph. 
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■ You can cut and paste the picture into your file. — see also 

CUT-AND-PASTE 

- compare 3 paste 

3 paste verb pastes; pasted; pasting [+ obj\ informal : to 
beat or defeat (someone or something) very badly ■ They got 
pasted 10-0. — compare 2 paste 

- pasting /'peistirj/ noun, pi -ings [count] — usually sin¬ 
gular ■ They got/took a real pasting from the opposition. 

paS'tel /pae'stel, Brit 'paestl/ noun, pi -tels 

1 a : a type of chalk made from a powdery substance that is 
used for drawing and comes in many different colors 
[count] — usually plural ■ She asked for a box of pastels for 
her birthday. ■ The artist works mostly in pastels. [=the ma¬ 
terials the artist uses are mostly pastels] [noncount] a draw¬ 
ing/portrait done in pastel = a pastel drawing/portrait b : a 
drawing that is done using pastels ■ She has a collection of 
pastels. 

2 [count] : a pale or light color ■ She prefers a pastel like light 
yellow. ■ a pastel sweater ■ The room is painted in a pastel 
shade of blue. — usually plural ■ She wears a lot of pastels. 

pas-teur-i-za-tion also Brit pas-teur-i-sa-tion /.pjestfs- 
ra'zei/an, Brit ,pa:stf3,rai , zei.fan/ noun [noncount] : a process 
in which a liquid (such as milk or cream) is heated to a 
temperature that kills harmful germs and then cooled 
quickly 

- pas-teur-ize also Brit pas-teur-ise /'paestfs.raiz, Brit 
'pa:stf3,raiz/ verb -iz-es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] • Dairy 
products are often pasteurized. • pasteurized milk/creain 

pastiche /pae'sti:// noun, pi -tich-es 

1 : something (such as a piece of writing, music, etc.) that 
imitates the style of someone or something else [count] His 
earlier building designs were pastiches based on classical 
forms, [noncount] With this work she goes beyond pastiche. 

2 [count] a : a piece of writing, music, etc., that is made up 
of selections from different works ■ The research paper was 
essentially a pastiche made up of passages from different 
sources, b : a mixture of different things • The house is dec¬ 
orated in a pastiche of Asian styles. 

pas-time /'paes^aim, Brit 'pa:s,taim/ noun, pi -times 
[count] : an activity that you enjoy doing during your free 
time ■ Her favorite pastime [=hobby] is gardening. ■ Baseball 
has been a national pastime for years, 
past master noun, pi ~ -ters [count] : a person who has 
done something many times before and has become very 
skilled at doing it : expert • He’s a past master at finding 
ways to get out of trouble. ■ They are past masters of the art 
of propaganda. 

pas-tor /'paestas Brit 'pa:st3/ noun, pi -tors [count] : a minis¬ 
ter or priest in charge of a church or parish ■ We have a new 
pastor at our church. 

pas-to-ral /'paestsrsl, Brit 'paistsrsl/ adj 

1 : of or relating to the countryside or to the lives of people 
who live in the country • The house is situated in a charming 
pastoral setting. ■ Her favorite painting in the collection is a 
pastoral landscape. ■ pastoral scenes ■ a pastoral poem 

2 : of or relating to the spiritual care or guidance of people 
who are members of a religious group ■ The bishop outlined 
the church’s views in a pastoral letter. ■ pastoral counseling 

3 : of or relating to the pastor of a church ■ pastoral duties/ 
responsibilities 

past participle noun, pi ~ -ciples [count] grammar : the 
form of the verb that is used with “have” in perfect tenses 
and with “be” in passive constructions ■ The verbs “thrown” 
in “the ball has been thrown” and “raised” in “many hands 
were raised" are past participles. 
past perfect noun 

the past perfect grammar : the form of the verb that is used 
in referring to an action that was completed by a particular 
time in the past The past perfect in English is formed by 
using had and the past participle of a verb, as in “She had 
visited there once before.” 

pas-tra-mi /ps'strcrmi/ noun [noncount] : highly seasoned 
smoked beef that is usually eaten in sandwiches • hot pastra¬ 
mi on rye ■ He ordered a pastrami sandwich, 
past-ry /'peistri/ noun, pi -ries 

1 [noncount] : dough that is used to make pies and other 
baked goods ■ He worked on the filling while I prepared the 
pastry. ■ a pastry shell — see also puff pastry 

2 [count]: a small, baked food made from pastry ■ She had a 
pastry and coffee for breakfast. ■ a pastry shop — see also 
DANISH PASTRY 

past tense noun, pi ~ tenses [count] grammar : a verb 


tense that is used to refer to the past 
1 pas*ture /'pacstfc, Brit "paistfs/ noun, pi -tures : a large 
area of land where animals feed on the grass [count] The 
horses were grazing in the pasture, [noncount] Most of their 
land is pasture. ■ She put/sent/tumed the sheep out to pas¬ 
ture. [=she brought the sheep to a pasture to eat the grass] 
greener pastures or Brit pastures new : a new and better 
place or situation • He left for greener pastures after work¬ 
ing here for 10 years. ■ She is looking for pastures new. 
put (someone) out to pasture : to force (someone) to 
leave a job because of old age ■ I’m not ready to be put out 
to pasture yet. — sometimes used of things ■ I put my old 
computer out to pasture. [=got rid of my old computer] 
2 pasture verb -tures; -tured; -tuning [+ obj] : to put (an 
animal) in a pasture to feed on the grass ■ The horses are pas¬ 
tured on several acres of land. 

pas-ture-land /'psestf attend, Brit 'pa:stf3,1 tend/ noun, pi 
-lands [count, noncount] : a large area of land where ani¬ 
mals feed on the grass ■ The area between the mountains is 
mostly pastureland. 

1 pasty /'peisti/ adj past-i-er; -est 

1 : resembling paste ■ The mixture has a pasty consistency. 

2 : pale and unhealthy in appearance ■ She has a pasty com¬ 
plexion. ■ You look a little pasty. Are you feeling OK? 

2 pas-ty /'pEesti/ noun, pi pas-ties [count] chiefly Brit: a small 
pie that usually contains meat — see also cornish pasty 
pasty-faced /'peisti,feist/ adj, informal + often disapprov¬ 
ing : having a face that looks pale and unhealthy • I don’t 
know what she sees in that pasty-faced loser. 

PA system /,pi:'ei-/ noun, pi ~ -terns [count] : z pa 1 
1 pat /'past/ verb pats; pat-ted; pat-ting [+ obj] 

1 : to lightly touch (someone or something) with your hand 
usually several times in order to show affection or approval 
or to provide comfort ■ The child gently patted the dog’s 
head. ■ He patted my knee and told me everything would be 
fine. — often + on • He patted me on my knee. 

2 a : to flatten, smooth, or shape (something) by lightly 
pressing on it with your hand ■ He patted his hair down. ■ She 
patted the dough into a square, b : to lightly press (some¬ 
thing) several times until it is dry ■ He patted the lettuce dry 
with a paper towel. 

pat down [phrasal verb] pat (someone) down or pat down 
(someone) US : to move your hands over (someone) in or¬ 
der to search for something (such as a weapon) that may 
be hidden in clothing ■ The police patted the suspect down 
at the scene. 

pat (someone) on the back : to praise or give credit to 
(someone) for doing good work ■ They deserve to be patted 
on the back for the way they’ve handled this problem. ■ 
You should pat yourselves on the back for doing such a 
great job. 

2 pat noun, pi pats [count] 

1 : an act of lightly touching someone or something with 
your hand to show affection or approval ■ The teacher 
smiled and gave the boy a pat on the head. [=the teacher pat¬ 
ted the boy on the head] ■ She gave the dog a quick pat. 

2 : a small, flat, usually square piece of something (such as 
butter) ■ a pat of butter 

a pat on the back informal : a show of praise or approval ■ 
You all deserve a pat on the back [=you all deserve to be 
praised] for making this possible. ■ You did a great job, so 
give yourself a pat on the back. 

3 pat adv : learned completely or perfectly ■ ( US) She has her 
lines down pat. • (Brit) He had his story off pat. 
stand pat US : to refuse to change your opinion or decision 
■ Despite our objections, they are going to stand pat with 
their decision. 

4 pat adj, disapproving : said or done without any real thought 
or effort to be truthful or original ■ a pat response ■ The mov¬ 
ie's pat ending was a disappointment. ■ His explanation was 
too pat to be believable, 
pat—a—cake variant spelling of patty-cake 
1 patch /'paetf/ noun, pi patch-es [count] 

1 : a piece of material that is used to cover a hole in some¬ 
thing or to provide extra protection to an area ■ His pants 
have patches on the knees. ■ a jacket with brown patches on 
the elbows ■ He put a patch over the hole in the tire tube. 

2 a : a piece of material that is worn over your eye because 
of injury or for medical reasons b : a piece of material that 
contains a drug and that is worn on your skin to allow the 
drug to slowly enter your body over a long period of time ■ 
She wears a nicotine patch to help her quit smoking. 
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3 : a small spot or area that is different from the surround¬ 
ing area ■ There were icy patches [=areas of icej on the road. ■ 
Fog patches made driving difficult. ■ He is developing a bald 
patch on the back of his head. ■ The cat has black patches on 
its forehead and tail. ■ The chair’s original paint is still visible 
in patches. [=in spots] — often + of • I could see a patch of 
blue sky through the clouds. ■ There are patches of weeds all 
over the lawn. 

4 : a small area of land where a particular fruit or vegetable 
grows ■ a pumpkin/strawberry patch 

5 : a period of time ■ He’s going through a bad/difficult/ 
rough patch [=spell] right now. 

6 US : a piece of cloth with words or pictures that is sewn on 
clothing as a decoration or as part of a uniform : badge 

7 computers : a program that corrects or updates an existing 
program ■ a software patch 

8 Brit, informal : an area that someone knows well, works or 
lives in, or comes from ■ He knows everything that happens 
in/on his patch. 

be not a patch on Brit, informal : to be much less good, ap¬ 
pealing, impressive, etc., than (someone or something) ■ 
The new chairman isn't a patch on his predecessor. 
2 patch verb patches; patched; patching [+ obj] 

1 : to cover a hole in (something) with a piece of material ■ 
She patched (the hole in) the blanket. ■ The fence needs to be 
patched. ■ He patched (up) the roof. 

2 : to connect (a person, telephone call, etc.) to a communi¬ 
cation system especially for a short period of time ■ They 
patched him into the conference call. — often + through ■ 
The operator patched the call/caller through. 

patch together \phrasal verb] patch (something) together or 
patch together (something) : to put (something) together 
usually in a quick or careless way ■ She patched a meal to¬ 
gether from what was in the cupboard. ■ They quickly 
patched together a new plan. 

patch up [phrasal verb ] 1 patch (something) up or patch up 
(something) : to deal with (a problem, disagreement, etc.) 
in order to improve or repair a relationship ■ They finally 
patched up [^settled] their differences. ■ He is going to try 
to patch things up with his girlfriend. 2 patch (something 
or someone) up or patch up (something or someone) : to 
give quick and usually temporary medical treatment to 
(someone or something) ■ The doctor patched him up, so 
he’s going to be as good as new. a She patched up his 
wounded arm. — see also 2 patch 1 (above) 
patch*OU*H /'paetfali, pa'tfuili/ noun [noncount] : a perfume 
that is made from the oil of a southeast Asian plant 
patch-work / , paetf l wa i k/ noun 

1 [singular] : something that is made up of different things ■ 
The valley is a patchwork of family farms. ■ A patchwork of 
laws prevent the land from being developed. ■ a patchwork 
system of laws 

2 [noncount] : pieces of cloth of different colors and shapes 
that are sewn together in a pattern ■ a patchwork quilt/bed¬ 
spread 

patchy /’psetfi/ adj patch-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : having some parts that are good and some that are bad ■ 
The lawn is kind of patchy this year. ■ a patchy performance 

2 : existing or seen in some areas but not others ■ Patchy fog 
made driving difficult. 

3 : not thorough or complete enough to be useful ■ His 
knowledge of the language is patchy. ■ She has only a patchy 
understanding of his condition. 

pate /'peit/ noun, pi pates [count] somewhat old-fashioned 
: the top of a person’s head ■ his bald pate 
pa*t<§ also pa-te /pa'tei. Brit 'paetei/ noun, pi -tes also -tes 
[count, noncount] : liver or meat that has been chopped into 
very small pieces and that is usually spread on bread or 
crackers ■ liver pdti 

pa-teMa /pa'tcta/ noun, pi -lae /-li/ or -las [count] technical 
: kneecap — see picture at human 
1 pat-ent adj, always used before a noun 

1 /‘paetrit, Brit 'peitnt/ : of, relating to, or concerned with 
patents ■ a patent law/lawyer ■ The company settled a patent 
dispute last year. ■ the licensing of patent rights ■ a patent ap¬ 
plication ■ They were sued for patent infringement. ■ a patent 
holder/owner 

2 /'peitnt /formal : obvious or clear ■ His explanation turned 
out to be a patent lie. ■ She acted with patent disregard for the 
rules. 

— pat-ent-ly adv ■ It is patently obvious that she is overqual¬ 
ified for the job. 


2 pat«ent /'paetpt, Brit 'peitnt/ noun, pi -ents : an official doc¬ 
ument that gives a person or company the right to be the 
only one that makes or sells a product for a certain period of 
time [count] — often + on • The company holds the/a patent 
on the product. ■ They want to take out a patent on [=obtain 
a patent for] the process. — often + for • She applied for pat¬ 
ents for several of her inventions, [noncount] The product is 
protected by patent. 

3 pat-ent /'paetnt, Brit 'peitnt/ verb -ents; -ent»ed; -ent-ing 
[+ obj] : to get a patent for (something) ■ They patented their 
invention. ■ The product was patented by its inventor. ■ a pat¬ 
ented process/drug 

pat-ent leather /'paetnt-, Brit 'peitnt-/ noun [noncount] : a 
type of leather that has a hard and shiny surface ■ shoes 
made of patent leather = patent-leather shoes 
pa-ter-fa-mil-i-as Apaetafe'milijas, Brit ,peit3f9'mili,£es/ 
noun, pi pa-tres-fa-mil-i-as /,pei,tri:zfe'milu3s, Brit 
.pe^trrzfa'mil^aes/ [count] formal: a man who is the head of 
a family 

pa-ter-nal /pa'tjyn]/ adj 

1 : of or relating to a father ■ He did not neglect his paternal 
responsibilities after the divorce. ■ He offered them some pa¬ 
ternal [-fatherly] advice. 

2 always used before a noun : related through the father ■ his 
paternal grandparents [=the parents of his father] ■ a paternal 
aunt/uncle — compare maternal 

— pa-ter*naMy adv ■ He smiled at them paternally. ■ pater¬ 
nally inherited genes 

pa-ter-nal-ism /p3't^n3,liz3m/ noun [noncount] usually 
disapproving : the attitude or actions of a person, organiza¬ 
tion, etc., that protects people and gives them what they 
need but does not give them any responsibility or freedom of 
choice 

— pa-ter-nal-ist /pa'tanahst/ or pa-ter-nal-is-tic 

/p3,t^n3'listik/ adj ■ They resent the boss’s paternalistic at- 
1 titude.. 

pa-ter-ni-ty /pa'ta-nati/ noun [noncount] formal : the state 
or fact of being the father of a particular child ■ He acknowl¬ 
edged paternity of her child. [=he admitted that he was the 
father of her child] ■ The child’s paternity was in question. 
[=people questioned who the child’s father was] — compare 
maternity 

2 paternity adj, always used before a noun 

1 : relating to the time when a father’s child is bom • paterni¬ 
ty rights ■ Will he be able to take paternity leave 7 [=time off 
to take care of a newborn child] 

2 : done to prove that a man is the father of a particular 
child ■ a paternity suit ■ paternity (DNA) tests/testing 

path /'pae0, Brit 'pa:0/ noun, pi paths /'paefrz, Brit 'pa:5z/ 
[count] 

1 a : a track that is made by people or animals walking over 
the ground ■ We followed a winding path through the woods. 

■ a steep mountain path ■ The path led down the hill, b : a 
track that is specially made for people to walk or ride on ■ a 
bike path ■ a paved path — see also bridle path 

2 : the area in front of someone or something that is moving 

■ The car skidded into the path of an oncoming truck. ■ The 
fire destroyed everything in its path. ■ The cars moved aside 
to clear a path for the ambulance. ■ He tried to leave but one 
of the guards blocked his path. — see also flight path 

3 : a way of living or proceeding that leads to something ■ 
the path to peace/success ■ They are heading down a danger¬ 
ous path that could lead to war. ■ Their older children all be¬ 
came doctors, but their youngest son chose/followed a dif¬ 
ferent (career) path. — see also primrose path at primrose 
beat a path see 'beat 

cross paths see 2 cross 

lead someone down/up the garden path see ‘lead 
off the beaten path see beaten 

take/follow the path of least resistance see resistance 
pa-thet-ic /pa'0etik/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : causing feelings of sadness and sympathy ■ I could hear 
her pathetic [=pitiful] cries for help. ■ The blind, old dog was a 
pathetic sight. 

2 informal + disapproving : very bad, poor, weak, etc. ■ The 
team was pretty bad last year, but this year they’re down¬ 
right pathetic. ■ The story he told was a pathetic attempt to 
cover up a lie. ■ a pathetic excuse ■ His car is a pathetic piece 
of junk. 

— pa-thet'i-caMy /pa'Oetikli/ adv • The child cried patheti¬ 
cally. 
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path-find-er /'pa-f^faind.r. Brit 'pa:0,faind3/ noun, pi -ers 
[count] 

1 : a person who goes ahead of a group and finds the best 
way to travel through an unknown area 

2 : a person or group that is the first to do something and 
that makes it possible for others to do the same thing 
: trailblazer • a pathfinder of the fashion world ■ techno¬ 
logical pathfinders 

path-O-gen /'paeGatfean/ noun, pi -gens [count] medical 
: something (such as a type of bacteria or a virus) that causes 
disease • a deadly pathogen 

— path-O-gen-ic /.paeGa'cfeenik/ adj [more most —] ■ 
pathogenic bacteria 

path-o-log*i*cal ApsGa'laicfeikal/ also US path*o*log-ic 

ApaeGa'lcccfeik/ adj 

1 : extreme in a way that is not normal or that shows an ill¬ 
ness or mental problem ■ He is a pathological liar/gambler. ■ 
She has a pathological fear of heights. 

2 medical: relating to or caused by disease • a pathological 
condition • pathological changes in the body 

3 technical : of or relating to the study of diseases : relating 
to pathology • a pathological study ■ pathological research/ 
findings 

— path-o-log-i-cal-ly /.pasGa'lcccfeikli/ adv • a pathological¬ 
ly greedy person 

pa-thol-o-gist /pa'Gadacbist/ noun, pi -gists [count] medi¬ 
cal : a doctor who specializes in pathology; especially> : a 
doctor who examines bodies to find out the cause of death 
pa*thol«0*gy /pa'Gailacfei/ noun [noncount] technical 

1 : the study of diseases and of the changes that they cause • 
a professor of pathology • plant pathology 

2 : changes in a person, an animal, or a plant that are caused 
by disease • the pathology of lung diseases 

pa-thos /'pei,9a:s/ noun [noncount] literary : a quality that 
causes people to feel sympathy and sadness ■ Our knowledge 
of his tragic end adds an element of pathos to the story of his 
early success. 

path-way / l paeG,wei, Brit 'pa:G,wei/ noun, pi -ways [count] 
: path ■ We walked along a winding pathway. • a pathway to 
success ■ {technical) a neural pathway [=a series of connected 
nerves along which electrical impulses travel in the body] 
patience /'peijans/ noun [noncount] 

1 : tike quality of being patient: such as a : the ability to 
wait for a long time without becoming annoyed or upset • I 
don’t have the patience to wait in line for hours just to buy a 
ticket. ■ Investors need to have patience. The economy will 
improve soon. ■ “Aren’t you finished yet?" “Have patience 
(with me). I’ll be done soon." ■ Those people have been wait¬ 
ing for hours, and they’re starting to run out of patience. = 
They’re starting to lose patience. • After 10 long weeks, his 
patience was rewarded. [=he got what he wanted after wait¬ 
ing 10 weeks for it] b : the ability to remain calm and not 
become annoyed when dealing with problems or with diffi¬ 
cult people ■ She treated her students with great patience and 
humor. ■ I don’t have {much)patience for that kind of behav¬ 
ior. = I have little/no patience for that kind of behavior. [=1 
am not willing to accept that kind of behavior] • The team 
continues to play poorly, and many fans are starting to lose 
patience (with them). [=many fans are starting to become 
angry or upset about the team] ■ She has the patience of a 
saint. [=she is a very patient person] ■ All these mistakes of 
yours are trying my patience. [=1 am starting to get upset be¬ 
cause you have made so many mistakes] C : the ability to 
give attention to something for a long time without becom¬ 
ing bored or losing interest ■ I don’t have the patience to do 
crossword puzzles. 

2 Brit : solitaire 1 

1 pa-tient /'pei.fant/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : able to remain calm and not become annoyed when wait¬ 
ing for a long time or when dealing with problems or diffi¬ 
cult people ■ I hate having to stand in long lines. I’m just not 
very patient. ■ The teacher treated her students in a patient 
and understanding way. ■ “Aren’t you finished yet?" “Be pa¬ 
tient. I’ll be done soon." — often + with ■ The teacher was pa¬ 
tient with her students. — opposite impatient 

2 : done in a careful way over a long period of time without 
hurrying ■ Proofreading requires patient attention to detail. ■ 
They put in years of patient labor/work on the project. 

— pa-tlent-ly adv ■ He patiently waited for his turn. ■ The 
teacher patiently explained the new material. 

2 patient noun, pi -tients [count] : a person who receives 
medical care or treatment ■ Several patients were waiting to 


see the doctor/dentist. ■ hospital/cancer patients — see also 

INPATIENT, OUTPATIENT 

pa*ti*na /pa'tiina/ noun, pi -nas [count] 

1 : a thin usually green layer that forms naturally on the 
metals copper and bronze when they are exposed to the air 
for a long time 

2 : a shiny or dark surface that forms naturally on some¬ 
thing (such as wood or leather) that is used for a long time 

— usually singular ■ the beautiful patina of this antique table 

3 : a thin layer — usually singular • The kitchen counter was 
covered with a patina of grease. — often used figuratively • a 
criminal who has been given a patina of respectability by his 
friendship with well-known businessmen 

pa*tio /'paeti,ou/ noun, pi -tl-os [count] : a flat area of 
ground that is covered with a hard material (such as bricks 
or concrete), is usually behind a house, and is used for sitting 
and relaxing ■ Let’s have dinner on the patio. [=at a table on 
the patio] ■ a patio door[=a sliding glass door that opens to a 
patio, deck, etc.] 

pa*tis-se-rie /pa'tisari/ noun.pl -ries 

1 [count] : a shop that sells cakes, cookies, etc. : a pastry 
shop 

2 [noncount] : the things that are sold in a patisserie • a deli¬ 
cious selection of French patisserie 

pa*tois /'pze,twa:/ noun, pi pa-tois /'pae.twaiz/ [count] : a 
form of a language that is spoken only in a particular area 
and that is different from the main form of the same lan¬ 
guage ■ the local patois [-dicdect] 
patresfam illas plural of paterfamilias 
pa-tri*arch /'peitri,a»k/ noun, pi -archs [count] 

1 : a man who controls a family, group, or government • Our 
grandfather was the family’s patriarch. • The tribe's patriarch 
ruled for 20 years before his death. — compare matriarch 

2 : an official (called a bishop) of very high rank in the Or¬ 
thodox Church 

— pa-trl-ar-chal /.peitri'a^kal/ adj ■ patriarchal cultures/ 
societies [=cultures/societies that are controlled by men] 

pa*tri*ar*Chy /'peitri,a^ki/ noun, pi -chies 

1 [count] : a family, group, or government controlled by a 
man or a group of men ■ For 20 years, the country was ruled 
as a patriarchy. ■ ancient patriarchies 

2 [noncount] : a social system in which family members are 
related to each other through their fathers • a region in 
which patriarchy is practiced — compare matriarchy 

pa*tri*cian /pa'tnjan/ noun, pi -clans [count] formal : a 
person who is a member of the highest social class : aristo¬ 
crat 

— patrician adj ■ patrician families 

pat*ri*cide /'paetra'said/ noun, pi -cldes [count]: the act of 
murdering your own father — compare fratricide, ma¬ 
tricide 

pat*rl*ITIO*ny /'pa2tr3,mouni/ noun [singular] formal 

1 : property that you receive from your father when he dies 
: INHERITANCE 

2 : things that are from the past: heritage ■ These historic 
landmarks are an important part of our cultural patrimony. 

pa-tri-ot /•peitrijat, Brit ‘pastrijat/ noun, pi -ots [count] : a 
person who loves and strongly supports or fights for his or 
her country ■ He was a great patriot who devoted his life to 
serving his country. 

pa-tri*Ot*iC /,peitri’a:tik, Brit ,paetri l Dtik/ adj [more most 
~] : having or showing great love and support for your 
country : having or showing patriotism • patriotic songs/ 
speeches ■ A patriotic fervor swept the country. 

— pa-trl-ot-i-cal-ly /,peitri'a:tikli, Brit (paetri'Dtikli/ adv 
pa-tri-O-tism /'peitrijaitizam, Brit *psetrij3,tizain/ noun 

: love that people feel for their country [noncount] You may 
not agree with him politically, but no one can question his 
patriotism, [singular] They supported the war with a fierce 
patriotism. — compare nationalism 
1 pa-trol /pa'troul/ noun, pi -trols 

1 : the act of walking or going around or through an area, 
building, etc., in order to make sure that it is safe : the act of 
patrolling an area [count] The guard makes a patrol of the 
building every hour, [noncount] Soldiers are on patrol along 
the border. • a patrol officer 

2 [count] : a group of people, vehicles, etc., that go through 
an area to make sure that it is safe : a group that patrols an 
area ■ Army patrols combed the area. ■ the highway patrol ■ 
the U.S. Border Patrol ■ a foot patrol [=a group that patrols 
by walking] ■ the ski patrol [=a group that patrols an area on 
skis] 
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2 patrol verb -trols; -trolled; -trol-ling : to walk or go 
around or through (an area, building, etc.) especially in or¬ 
der to make sure that it is safe [+ obj] The squad had orders 
to patrol the area. ■ The border is patrolled by the army. ■ Po¬ 
lice patrol the streets, [no obj\ They patrolled on foot. 

— pa-trol-ler noun, pi -lers [count] 

patrol car noun, pi ~ cars [count] : a car that is used by the 
police to patrol an area 

pa-trol-man /pa'troulman/ noun, pi -men [count] 

1 US : a police officer who patrols an area 

2 Brit : a person who works for an organized group of car 
owners and who goes to help if one of the owners’ cars stops 
working when it is being driven 

patrol wagon noun, pi ~ -ons [count] US : a truck that is 
used by the police to carry prisoners — called also (US, in¬ 
formal ) paddy wagon 

pa-tron /'peitran/ noun, pi -trons [count] 

1 : a person who gives money and support to an artist, orga¬ 
nization, etc. ■ She is a well-known patron of the arts. ■ a pa¬ 
tron of musicians/poets 

2 somewhat formal : a person who buys the goods or uses the 
services of a business, library, etc. ■ A number of patrons 
[=customers] were waiting for tables at the restaurant. • li¬ 
brary patrons 

pa*tron»age/'p£etr3mcfe/ noun [noncount] 

1 : money and support that is given to an artist, organiza¬ 
tion, etc. ■ The college relied on the patronage of its wealthy 
graduates to expand its funds. ■ They thanked her for her pa¬ 
tronage of the new hospital. 

2 chiefly US, somewhat formal : support that is given to a 
business, library, etc., by buying its goods or using its servic¬ 
es ■ The city should do more to encourage patronage of local 
businesses. ■ The new library is expected to have heavy pa¬ 
tronage. [=many people are expected to use the new library] 

3 often disapproving : the power to give jobs or provide other 
help to people as a reward for their support ■ a system of po¬ 
litical patronage 

pa*tron*ess /'peitronas/ noun, pi -ess-es [count] : a wom¬ 
an who gives money and support to an artist, organization, 
etc. : a female patron ■ a patroness of the arts 
pa-tron-ize also Brit pa-tron-ise /'peitre.naiz, Brit 
'pzetra.naiz/ verb -iz-es; -ized; -iz-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to give money or support to (someone or some¬ 
thing) ■ The family patronizes the arts/symphony. 

2 disapproving : to talk to (someone) in a way that shows 
that you believe you are more intelligent or better than other 
people [+ obj] He hated being patronized and pitied by those 
who didn’t believe his story, [no obj] “I’m sure you did your 
best even though you failed.” “Please don’t patronize.” 

3 [+ obj] somewhat formal : to be a frequent or regular cus¬ 
tomer or user of (a place) ■ It’s a popular department store 
patronized by many people. [=many people shop at the store] 

■ I patronize the library regularly. 

patronizing adj [more most ~] disapproving : showing 
that you believe you are more intelligent or better than other 
people ■ She spoke to us in a patronizing [= condescending] 
tone. ■ a patronizing smile 

— pa-tron-iz-ing-Ty adv 

patron saint noun, pi ~ saints [count] 

1 : a saint who is believed to protect a particular place or 
type of person ■ St. David is the patron saint of Wales. ■ St. 
Christopher is the patron saint of travelers. 

2 : a person who is known or admired as a leader or example 

■ The success of her books has made her the patron saint of a 
new literary movement. 

pat-sy /'pzetsi/ noun, pi -sies [count] chiefly US, informal : a 
foolish person who is easily tricked or cheated ■ They treated 
us like a bunch of patsies. + 

pat-ter /'pseta*/ noun [singular] : fast, continuous talk that is 
used to sell something or to entertain people . sales patter • 
The band leader kept up a running patter between songs. 

— compare 2 patter 

2 patter noun [singular] : a quick series of light sounds or beats 
often + of * I heard the patter of little feet as the children ran 
down the hall. ■ the patter of rain against/on the windows 

— see also pitter-patter — compare Matter 

— patter verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition 
-ters; -tered; -terming [no obj] ■ Their feet pattered down 
the hall. ■ The rain was pattering on the roof. 

1 pat-tern /'pcetan/ noun, pi -terns [count] 

l : a repeated form or design especially that is used to deco¬ 
rate something ■ The dishes have a floral pattern around the 


rim. ■ The fabric comes in different colors and patterns. ■ The 
rug is decorated with a geometric pattern. ■ The shadows 
made a pattern of lines on the ground. — see color picture 
on page C12 

2 a : the regular and repeated way in which something hap¬ 
pens or is done ■ They are studying behavior patterns among 
high-school students. ■ Analysts are noticing different spend¬ 
ing patterns by consumers. • The trees followed a characteris¬ 
tic pattern of growth. ■ Your symptoms fit the pattern of dia¬ 
betes. [=your symptoms are the same as the symptoms of 
diabetes] ■ His daily routine followed a set pattern. [=it was 
always the same] ■ The book set the pattern [=created an ex¬ 
ample which is followed by others] for detective fiction, b 
: something that happens in a regular and repeated way ■ We 
have to find a way to break the pattern of violence. [=to 
make the violence stop] 

3 : a shape or model that is used as guide for making some¬ 
thing ■ a dress pattern [=a large piece of paper that is used as 
a guide for cutting the cloth to make a dress] 

- see also holding pattern 

2 pattern verb -terns; -terned; -tern-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make or design (something) so that it is similar to 
something else of the same type — usually used as (be) pat¬ 
terned + on or (US) after ■ Her garden is patterned on [=,mod¬ 
eled on] one she saw on her travels. ■ The new program is 
patterned after an earlier one. 

2 : to decorate or mark (something) with a design : to form 
a pattern on (something) ■ Animals tracks patterned the mud. 
pattern yourself on or US pattern yourself after: to try to 

be like and to behave like (someone you admire) ■ When 
he started his own business, he patterned himself after 
[= modeled himself after] his father. [=he tried to do the 
things that his father would do] 
pat-temed /'pzeta'nd/ adj : having a design that is repeated 
many times : decorated with a pattern ■ patterned fabrics/ 
rugs/wallpaper 

pat-tem-ing /'psetenii)/ noun [noncount] : the designs or 
patterns that appear on something ■ The wallpaper is deco¬ 
rated with floral patterning. 
pat-ty also pat-tie /'pzeti/ noun, pi pat-ties [count] 

1 chiefly US : a small, flat cake of chopped food ■ hamburg¬ 
er/beef/chicken patties 

2 US : a soft, flat candy • a peppermint patty 
pat-ty-cake (US) /'p<eti,keik/ also pat-a-cake 

/'pseta.keik/ noun [noncount] : a children’s game in which 
two people lightly hit their hands together while singing a 
short poem (called a nursery rhyme) ■ Let’s do/play patty- 
cake. 

pau-ci-ty /'paisati/ noun [singular] fortnal : a small amount 
of something : an amount that is less than what is needed or 
wanted ■ There was a relative paucity [=lack] of detail in the 
report. ■ a paucity [=dearth] of evidence 
paunch /'pa:ntf/ noun, pi paunch-es [count] : a belly that 
sticks out especially on a man : a fat stomach - He sat with 
his hands folded over his paunch. ■ He used to be very thin 
but now he has a slight paunch. 

- paunchy /'paintfi/ adj paunch-i-er; -est [also more ~; 
most ~] ■ a paunchy middle-aged man 

pau-per /'pa.pa/ noun, pi -pers [count] old-fashioned : a 
very poor person who has no money to pay for food, cloth¬ 
ing, etc. 

1 pause /'pa:z/ noun, pi paus-es 

T : a temporary stop : a period of time in which something is 
stopped before it is started again [count] There was a brief/ 
long pause in the conversation. ■ After a pause the teacher 
continued the lesson, [noncount] He talked for over an hour 
without pause. [=without pausing or stopping] 

2 [noncount] : a control that you use when you want to stop 
a recorded song, movie, etc., for a short time • He hit pause 
on the player and explained the significance of the song’s lyr¬ 
ics. ■ Please hit the pause button on the remote control. 

3 [count] music : the sign ^ that is placed over or under a 
musical note, rest, etc., to show that it should be held longer 
than usual 

give (someone) pause also give (someone) pause for 
thought : to cause (someone) to stop and think about 
something carefully or to have doubts about something ■ f 
was going to ask her for help, but the look on her face gave 
me pause. [=made me hesitate] ■ The latest economic news 
has given investors pause for thought. 

2 pause verb pauses; paused; paus-ing 

1 [no obj] : to stop doing something for a short time before 
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doing it again ■ She paused for a few seconds before crossing 
the street. ■ We paused briefly to look at the scenery. ■ He 
talked for over an hour without pausing. 

2 [+ obj] : to cause (a recorded song, movie, etc.) to stop for a 
short time by pushing a button on a device ■ He picked up 
the remote control and paused the movie, 
pave /'peiv/ verb paves; paved; pav-ing [+ obj\ : to cover 
(something) with a material (such as stone, tar, or concrete) 
that forms a hard, level surface for walking, driving, etc. ■ 
The crew was paving the road. ■ Some of the roads were 
paved over. ■ The driveway is paved with concrete. ■ a paved 
highway/road ■ It was said that this country was so rich, the 
streets were paved with/in gold. 

pave over [phrasal verb] pave over (something) or pave 
(something) over disapproving : to cover (an area) with 
roads, parking lots, buildings, etc. ■ All this beautiful farm¬ 
land will be paved over. 

pave the way for (something or someone) : to make it 
easier for something to happen or for someone to do some¬ 
thing • The discovery paves the way for the development of 
effective new treatments. 
pave*ment /'peivmant/ noun, pi -merits 

1 [noncount] US : the hard surface of a road, driveway, etc. ■ 
He stopped the car just off the pavement. • The summer heat 
rose off the pavement. 

2 [count] Brit : sidewalk 
hit the pavement see 'hit 
pavement cafe see caf£ 
pound the pavement see “pound 

pa-vil-ion /pa'viljan / noun, pi -ions [count] 

1 : a building in a park or garden that usually has open sides 
and is used for parties, concerts, or other events 

2 : a temporary building that is used at public events and ex¬ 
hibitions ■ The World’s Fair had numerous pavilions. 

3 US : a large building that is used for sports or public events 

4 Brit : a building that is next to a sports field and used by 
players and people watching the game 

paving noun [noncount] 

1 : material (such as stone, tar, or concrete) that is used to 
form the hard surface of a road, driveway, etc. ■ The drive¬ 
way was covered with concrete/brick paving. 

2 : the hard surface of a road, driveway, etc. : pavement ■ 
They had to break up the paving to lay a new gas line. 

paving Stone noun, pi ~ stones [count] : a flat stone or 
brick used to make a hard surface to walk on outdoors 
1 paw /'pa:/ noun, pi paws [count] 

1 : the foot of an animal that has claws ■ The dog injured his 
paw. ■ a cat’s paw 

2 informal + disapproving : a person’s hand • Keep your dirty 
paws off me! [=don’t touch me] 

2 paw verb paws; pawed; pawring 

1 of an animal : to touch or hit (someone or something) with 
a paw or foot [+ obj] The bull was pawing the dirt/ground. 
[no obj] — usually + at ■ The dog pawed at the door. 

2 [+ obj] : to touch (someone or something) in a rough or 
sexual way ■ The celebrity couple was pawed by a mob of 
adoring fans. ■ She claims that her boss got drunk and tried 
to paw her at the company Christmas party. 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
search by using your hands in an awkward or careless way • 
A crowd of customers was pawing over the remaining sales 
items. ■ She pawed through her purse to find her cell phone. 

1 pawn /'pa:n/ noun, pi pawns [count] 

1 : one of the eight small pieces that have the least value in 
the game of chess — see picture at CHESS 

2 : a person or group that does not have much power and 
that is controlled by a more powerful person or group — 
usually + in • He became a pawn in the power struggle. 

2 pawn verb pawns; pawned; pawnring 1+ obj] : to give 
(something that you own) to a pawnbroker in exchange for 
money • She was forced to pawn her diamond ring. 
pawn off [phrasal verb\ pawn (something) off or pawn off 
(something) US, informal 1 : to sell (something) for more 
than it is worth by being dishonest about it ■ He’ll pawn 
[-palm] the car off on/onto some unsuspecting fool if he 
can. ■ I pawned off my old computer on him. 2 : to get 
someone to accept or do (something) • He tried to pawn off 
science fiction as truth. 

pawn*bro*ker /'pa^brouka 1 / noun, pi -kers [count] : a 
person who lends money to people in exchange for personal 
property that can be sold if the money is not returned within 


a certain time ■ He was desperate for money so he hocked his 
watch to a pawnbroker. 

pawn-shop /'pa:n,Ja:p/ noun, pi -shops [count] : a pawn¬ 
broker’s shop 

paw-paw /pa'pa:, 'pa:,pa:/ noun, pi -paws [count, non¬ 
count] chiefly Brit : papaya 
pay /'pei/ verb pays; paid /'peid/; payring 

1 a [no obj] : to give money for goods or services ■ I already 
paid last week. ■ Where do we pay to get in? ■ Do we have to 
pay to park here? • They left the restaurant without paying. ■ 
Should I pay in dollars or pesos? ■ We’re trying to attract 
more paying customers [=customers that buy things from 
our company] through our Web site. ■ paying passengers • 
After their children left for college, they began opening their 
home to paying guests. [=people who give you money to live 
in your house with you for a short time! — often + for • He 
offered to pay for our dinner. ■ How will you be paying for 
your purchase: (in) cash, (by) check, or (with a) credit card? 
• “That cheap camera I bought is broken already.’’ “Well, you 
get what you pay for." [=a thing that can be bought for a very 
low price probably isn’t very good] b 1+ obj]: to give money 
to (someone) for goods or services • I’ll pay the taxi driver. ■ 
Has anyone paid her yet? ■ We get paid on Fridays. ■ The 
workers get paid well. = The workers are well -paid. — often 
followed by to + verb ■ They’re going to pay a crew to paint 
the house. ■ You couldn't pay me to jump out of an airplane! 
[=1 would never jump out of an airplane, even if you gave me 
a lot of money] — sometimes + in ■ “Did he give you a 
check?” “No, he paid me in cash.” ■ When he mowed her 
lawn, she paid him in cookies. [=she gave him cookies for 
mowing her lawn] C [+ obj] : to give (something, such as an 
amount of money) for goods or services • I paid $200 to him 
yesterday. = I paid him $200 yesterday. ■ These workers are 
paid extremely low wages by their employers. ■ She pays 15 
percent (of her earnings) to her agent. ■ I paid a lot of money 
for this car. ■ How much are you willing to pay? • They paid 
over $300,000 for their house. ■ They paid a high price [=a lot 
of money] for that painting. ■ I couldn’t afford to pay cash, 
so I put it on my credit card. ■ We paid good money [=we 
gave a large amount of money] to see this show, and we want 
our money’s worth! d — used to say how much someone 
earns for doing a job [no obj] My job doesn’t pay very well. 
[=1 don’t earn much money from my job] ■ It’s difficult work 
that pays relatively poorly. ■ h\%\\-paying jobs (+ obj] The job 
pays $150,000 a year. 

2 1+ obj] : to give the money that you owe for (something) • I 
can’t afford to pay my rent. ■ paying taxes/fines/penalties ■ 
Use the company’s financing plan and pay no interest for a 
full year. ■ Has this bill been paid? ■ The receipt shows that 
their bill has been paid in full. [=all of the money they owed 
has been paid] 

3 : to have a good or helpful result: to be worth the expense 
or effort to do something [no obj] Hard work always pays 
[=pays off] in the long run. ■ Crime doesn’t pay. [=you get 
more trouble than benefit from committing a crime] — of¬ 
ten followed by to + verb ■ It pays [=it is worth the effort] to 
study your notes after every class. ■ When the roads are icy, it 
pays to drive slowly. ■ It pays to advertise. [+ obj] It pays 
stores to be open on the weekends, [^stores benefit from be¬ 
ing open on the weekends] ■ Spending a lot of money on ad¬ 
vertising has paid dividends for our company. [=has given 
our company extra advantages or benefits] ■ Our efforts are 
finally paying dividends. [=we are finally getting the results 
we want from our efforts] 

4 [+ obj]: to give (a percentage of money) as the profit from 
an investment or business ■ The investment paid eight per¬ 
cent last year. ■ a savings account paying four percent inter¬ 
est 

5 a [no obj] : to deal with the bad result of something that 
you did : to be punished for doing something ■ If you offend 
him, he will make you pay. — often +/or • I’ll make you pay 
for what you’ve done to me! ■ You’ll pay for this! ■ She paid 
dearly for her mistakes. [=she suffered a lot as a result of her 
mistakes] ■ He thinks that the people who committed these 
terrible crimes should pay with their lives. [=should be 
killed] b [+ obj ] : to give, lose, or suffer (something) as a 
punishment for or result of something else ■ We all felt that 
25 years in prison was a high/small price to pay for his 
crimes. If you pay a/the price or pay a heavy/high/steep 
(etc.) price or (Brit) pay the penalty for something, you expe¬ 
rience the bad effects or results of that thing. ■ I knew the 
consequences of what I was about to do, but I was willing to 
pay the price. ■ Famous people always pay a price for their 
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fame. ■ She paid a heavy price for telling the truth. ■ Someone 
has to pay the penalty for these mistakes. 

6 (+ obj\ — used in various phrases that describe giving your 
attention to what is being done or said ■ Are you paying at¬ 
tention 7 [=are you listening and trying to understand?] ■ Re¬ 
member to pay close attention to the instructions. ■ He’s just 
teasing you. Don’t pay any attention to him. = Pay no atten¬ 
tion to him. [=don’t be upset by what he is saying] ■ He kept 
talking but she paid him no mind. [=she didn't listen to what 
he said] ■ Pay heed to what he says. [=listen to what he says] 

7 [+ obj] — used to describe saying or doing something that 
expresses respect, admiration, etc., for someone ■ She paid 
me a compliment [=she said something nice about me] ■ We 
gather here today to pay tribute/homage to (=to honor and 
praise] a great woman. 

hell to pay or the devil to pay — used to say that if a spe¬ 
cific thing happens, something else that is very bad will be 
the result or someone will get very upset ■ We knew that if 
anyone caught us cheating there would be hell to pay. [=we 
would be severely punished] ■ There’ll be the devil to pay if 
we don’t finish on time. 

pay a call/visit : to go somewhere to visit someone ■ She 
paid me a visit [=she came to visit me] while I was in the 
hospital. = She paid a call on me while I was in the hospital. 
pay back [phrasal verb] 1 pay back (something) or pay 
(something) back : to return (an amount of money) that 
someone allowed you to borrow ■ She has to pay back the 
$100 she borrowed. ■ He said that he’ll pay the money back 
tomorrow. ■ paying back a loan 2 pay (someone) back or 
pay back (someone) a : to give (someone) the amount of 
money that you borrowed ■ I’ll pay you back when I get the 
money. ■ I lent him money and he never paid me back. ■ I 
have to pay back my sister for that loan, b : to punish or 
hurt (someone who did something bad to you) ■ I wanted 
to pay him back [=get back at him; make him suffer] for all 
the pain he caused me. ■ He’s finally getting paid back for 
all the trouble he caused. — see also payback c : to do 
something good for (someone who did something good for 
you) • How can I pay you back for all your help? 
pay court to see ‘court 

pay for itself If you buy something that pays for itself\ the 
amount of money you save by using the product for a peri¬ 
od of time is more than the amount of money you spent 
when you bought the product. ■ You save so much on heat¬ 
ing costs with our high-quality windows that the windows 
will pay for themselves within five years! 
pay in [phrasal verb] pay in (something) or pay (something) 
in Brit : to put (money) in an account: deposit ■ I went to 
the bank to pay in a cheque. ■ paying a cheque in an ac¬ 
count 

pay into [phrasal verb] pay into (something) chiefly US : to 
put money into (a fund or account) ■ Each month she pays 
into an account that can be used for medical expenses. 
pay off [phrasal verb ] 1 : to produce a result that you want 
■ It’s great to see that all of our hard work has Anally paid 
off. 2 pay off (something) or pay (something) off: to give 
all of the money that you owe for (something that you pay 
for over a period of time) ■ It will take us 30 years to pay off 
our mortgage, but then the house will be ours. ■ If I won 
the money. I’d use it to pay off all my credit cards. ■ paying 
off your debts ■ She Anally got her car paid off. [=she finally 
paid all the money she had borrowed to buy her car] 3 
pay off (someone) or pay (someone) off a : to give money 
to (someone) in order to make that person do something il¬ 
legal or dishonest for you or to convince that person not to 
talk about something ■ He tried to pay off[^bribe] a police 
ofAcer. ■ The company was accused of paying off its em¬ 
ployees to keep them from talking about its illegal activi¬ 
ties. b Brit: to stop employing (someone) after paying all 
of the money that was owed to that person ■ They paid off 
all their workers and then closed the factory. — see also 
PAYOFF 

pay out [phrasal verb] pay out (something) or pay (some¬ 
thing) out 1 : to give (an amount of money) to someone 
usually over a period of time ■ The government has paid 
out [^disbursed] millions of dollars in foreign aid. ■ The 
prize money will be paid out (to the winner) over the 
course of Ave years. — see also payout 2 : to allow (a 
rope or chain) to become loose and move through your 
hands ■ We lowered the anchor and continued to pay out 
several more feet of rope. 
pay the piper see piper 
pay through the nose see ‘nose 


pay up [phrasal verb] somewhat informal 1 : to pay what 
you owe : to pay what is due ■ We paid up and left. ■ He de¬ 
cided to pay up after they threatened to take him to court 
for the money. 2 If you are paid up , you have given all 
of the money that you owe until a speciAc date. • You’re 
(all) paid up through June. [=you do not have to pay any 
more money until after June] 
pay your dues see 2 due 

pay your (own) way : to use your own money to pay for the 
things you need or do ■ She got a part-time job in order to 
pay her way through college. ■ Students must pay their own 
way if they choose to participate in the trip. ■ I wanted to 
buy him dinner, but he insisted on paying his own way. 
pay your respects formal : to visit or speak with someone 
in a polite way as a sign of respect ■ I went up to her after 
the meeting and paid my respects. ■ We paid our last re¬ 
spects at his funeral. (=we went to his funeral as a sign of 
respect] 

put paid to Brit, informal : to cause (something) to end : to 
stop (something) ■ The storm put paid to his attempt to sail 
around the world. ■ They hope to put paid to the argument 
once and for all. 

- see also 2 paid 

2 pav noun [noncount] : money received in exchange for work 
: money paid to someone for doing work ■ receiving higher/ 
better/lower pay ■ The work is hard, but the pay is good. 
(=you earn a lot of money by doing the work] ■ She spent a 
week’s pay [=the amount of money she earns in one week] in 
just one night. ■ He has been suspended without pay pending 
the results of the investigation. ■ “Women,” she said, “should 
receive equal pay for equal work.” [=they should be paid the 
same amount of money as men who perform the same job] ■ 
When he works on the weekends, he collects overtime pay. 
[=an increased rate of money earned for working more than 
the usual number of hours in one week] ■ The company owes 
her $500 in back pay. [=money that is owed to a worker from 
an earlier time] ■ severance pay [=money given to workers 
when a company ends their jobs] ■ The workers are demand¬ 
ing an increase in their rate of pay. = The workers are de¬ 
manding an increase in their pay rate. [=the amount of mon¬ 
ey they are paid per hour, week, etc.] ■ Each pay period 
begins on the Arst of the month. ■ (US) He asked for a pay 
raise = (Brit ) He asked for a pay rise. ■ Workers received a 
$4,000 pay increase. ■ I took a signiAcant pay cut when I 
took this job, but I think it was worth it. — see also base 
PAY, CO-PAY, SICK PAY, TAKE-HOME PAY 
in the pay of someone : working usually in a secret way 
for a person or organization ■ He was accused of being in 
the pay of gangsters. 

pay-able /'pejabnl/ adj, always used after a noun : possible 
or necessary to pay ■ She charges her patients $3,000, payable 
in installments. ■ The bill was payable [ =due ] on the Arst of 
February. ■ The plan deAnes the maximum amount payable 
[=that will be paid] by the insurance company. ■ ( business ) 
accounts payable [=the amounts of money that you owe to 
people or other businesses] — often + to ■ benefits payable to 
the insured > If a check is made payable to someone, the 
name of that person or business is written on the check. ■ All 
checks should be made payable to the university. ■ Make 
your check payable to “Therapy Associates Inc.” 
pay—as—you—go adj — used to describe a system of pay¬ 
ment In which bills are paid when they are due or goods and 
services are paid for when they are bought ■ The city adopted 
a pay-as-you-go policy to avoid future debt. ■ I use a pay-as- 
you-go plan for my cell phone, 
pay-back /'pei.bsek/ noun, pi -backs 

1 [noncount] : punishment for something that was done in 
the past ■ This is payback l=this is my revenge] for all the 
pain you’ve caused me. ■ They beat our team last year, so 
we’ve got to beat them this year as payback. ■ You’ve ruined 
my life, and now it’s payback time. [=now I’m going to hurt 
you because you hurt me] — see also pay back at ‘pay 

2 [count]: an amount of money that you receive after invest¬ 
ing in something and that is equal to or greater than the 
amount of money that you originally invested — usually sin¬ 
gular ■ The investment has yielded a big payback for the 
company. — sometimes used figuratively ■ While these cars 
are expensive, there’s a significant payback in terms of safe¬ 
ty. (=the safety of the cars make them worth their high cost] 

3 [count] : the amount of time that passes before invested 
money is returned or before money that is owed is paid — 
usually singular ■ a five-year payback ■ The payback period is 
expected to be less than six months on this investment. ■ The 
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loan calls for a two-year payback period. 
pay—cable noun [noncount] chiefly US : pay-TV that is sent 
through a cable television system — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ a pay-cable channel/network 
pay-check ( US) /*pei,tfek/ or Brit pay cheque /'pei,tfek/ 
noun, pi -checks [count] 

1 : a check that is used to pay an employee for his or her 
work ■ I went to the office to pick up my paycheck. ■ a big 
paycheck [=a paycheck for a large amount of money] ■ (US) 
We are living paycheck to paycheck [=we spend all of the 
money from one paycheck before we receive the next pay- 
check] and have no money left over for savings. 

2 chiefly US : the money that you regularly earn : a wage or 
salary ■ Your weekly paycheck will be almost $600 after tax¬ 
es. ■ When I was in college, I earned my first steady pay- 
check [=1 was earning money regularly for the first time] as a 
waitress. 

pay-day /'pei,dei/ noun : the day when you are regularly 
paid your wages [ noncount ] Payday is every other Friday. 
[=the company pays its employees every two weeks on a Fri¬ 
day] • Next Friday is payday, [count] Is this Friday a pay¬ 
day ? 

pay dirt noun 

hit/strike pay dirt chiefly US, informal : to do, find, or get 
something that results in money or success ■ The band hit 
pay dirt [=had a big success] with their first single. ■ The po¬ 
lice struck pay dirt when a witness came forward with new 
information. 

PAYE /.pr.ei.wai'i:/ noun [noncount] Brit : withholding 
tax -$■ PAYE is an abbreviation of the words “pay as you 
earn.” 

pay-ee /pei*i:/ noun, pi -ees [count] technical : a person or 
organization that receives money : a person or organization 
that is paid ■ The payee must endorse the back of the check. ■ 
a payee bank 

pay envelope noun, pi ~ -lopes [count] US 

1 : an envelope that contains your wages 

2 : the money that you regularly earn : a wage or salary • 
Workers will be expecting bigger/fatter pay envelopes 
[=(more commonly) paychecks] next year. — called also 
(Brit) pay packet 

pay-er /'peja 1 / also pay-or /pei'oa 1 / noun, pi -ers also -ors 
[count]: a person, organization, etc., that pays or is responsi¬ 
ble for paying something ■ He is a regular bill payer. [=he 
pays his bills when they are due] • a single-payer health-care 
system [=a system in which the government pays for every¬ 
one’s health care] — see also taxpayer 
paying—in slip noun, pi ~ slips [count] Brit : DEPOSIT 
SLIP 

pay-load /'pei,loud/ noun, pi -loads [count] 

1 a : the amount of goods or material that is carried by a ve¬ 
hicle (such as a truck) ■ a heavy payload ■ truckers delivering 
their payloads b : the things (such as passengers or bombs) 
that are carried by an aircraft or spacecraft 

2 : the weight of a payload ■ The truck is carrying a payload 
of 2,580 pounds. 

3 : the power of the explosive material in a bomb or missile 
pay-mas-ter /'pei.mzesta', Brit 'pei,ma:st3/ noun, pi -ters 

[count] 

1 : a person whose job is paying salaries or wages • She 
worked as the company’s paymaster for 22 years. 

2 usually disapproving : a person, country, etc., that pays 
people and controls their actions ■ a paymaster of/to terror¬ 
ists 

pay-ment /'pennant/ noun, pi -merits 

1 [noncount] a : the act of giving money for something 
: the act of paying • Payment is due on the first of every 
month. ■ Prompt payment of your bill ensures that you will 
not have to pay any additional fees. ■ We require payment in 
advance for all goods purchased. ■ an online/electronic pay¬ 
ment system ■ a payment plan to reduce your debt ■ He was 
released from prison on payment of [=after paying] a $5,000 
fine. ■ cash, credit cards, and other methods of payment • 1 
had the bank stop payment on the check. = I had a stop pay¬ 
ment (order) put on the check. [=1 told the bank not to take 
money from my account to pay for the check] b : some¬ 
thing that is given to someone in exchange for something 
else ■ He accepted the tickets as payment (for his services). • 
We bought them dinner In payment [=as a way of paying 
them] for all their help. 

2 [count] : an amount of money that is paid for something ■ 
Our records show that we received a payment of $215.36 in 


May. ■ Buy this product for three easy payments of only 
$19.95! ■ low monthly payments ■ It took me five years to pay 
off the car, but I never missed a payment. ■ making payments 
on a loan ■ Their family is struggling to meet the payments 
on their house. = They’re struggling to keep up (with) their 
mortgage payments. ■ The credit card company just in¬ 
creased the penalty on late payments. ■ She wrote the first 
three chapters of her book and received an advance pay¬ 
ment from the publisher. ■ cash payments from donors ■ In¬ 
terest payments on a loan — see also balance of pay¬ 
ments, BALLOON PAYMENT, DOWN PAYMENT 
pay-off /'pei,u:f/ noun, pi -offs 

1 : a good result : the advantage or benefit that is gained 
from doing something [count] You’ll have to work hard but 
there’ll be a big/large payoff in the end. ■ We expected more 
of a payoff for all our hard work. ■ What’s the payoffl [non- 
count] We made a lot of sacrifices with little payoff. 

2 [count]: something valuable (such as money) that you give 
to someone for doing something and especially for doing 
something illegal or dishonest: bribe • Several city officials 
have been accused of receiving payoffs from the company. 

3 [count] Brit: money that a company gives to a worker who 
is being forced to leave a job ■ He lost his factory job but re¬ 
ceived a payoff and a pension. — see also pay off at ’pay 

pay-O-la /pei'oub/ noun [noncount] chiefly US, informal 

1 : money that is paid to someone for illegally helping to sell 
or advertise a product ■ These radio disc jockeys accepted 
payola to play particular songs. 

2 : the illegal practice of giving or receiving payola ■ payola 
in the music industry ■ a payola scandal 

payor variant spelling of payer 

pay-OUt /'pei,aut/ noun, pi -outs [count] : a usually large 
amount of money that is given to someone ■ Each year, the 
government spends millions of dollars in payouts [^disburse¬ 
ments] to corporate farms. ■ a large insurance payout — see 
also pay out at ’pay 

pay packet noun, pi ~ -ets [count] Brit : PAY ENVELOPE ■ 
her weekly /monthly pay packet 
pay—per—View noun [noncount] : cable television channels 
that charge a fee for each show you watch ■ We’re watching a 
boxing match on pay-per-view tonight. — often used before 
another noun ■ pay-per-view movies 
pay phone noun, pi ~ phones [count] : a public telephone 
that you can use if you put coins into it or use a calling card 
to pay for your call — see picture at telephone 
pay-roll /'pei,roul/ noun, pi -rolls [count] 

1 : a list of the people who work for a company and the 
amount of money that the company has agreed to pay them ■ 
They cut him from their payroll. — often used before anoth¬ 
er noun ■ She’s in charge of the company’s payroll depart¬ 
ment. [=the department that is responsible for paying em¬ 
ployees] ■ payroll deductions [=money that you earn but is 
not included in the pay you receive because it is used to pay 
your taxes, insurance costs, etc.] — often used in the phrase 
on the payroll • Her company has over 3,000 employees on 
the payroll. ■ He’s currently on the payroll of a small law firm. 

2 : the total amount of money that a company pays to all of 
its employees ■ He’s the manager of a baseball team with a 
$50 million payroll. ■ Businesses are keeping their payrolls 
low by embracing new technologies. 

payroll tax noun, pi ~ taxes [count] 

1 : a tax that is paid by a company and that is based on the 
amount of money that the company spends paying all of its 
employees 

2 : WITHHOLDING TAX 

pay Stub noun, pi ~ stubs [count] US : a piece of paper 
that is given to an employee with each paycheck and that 
shows the amount of money that the employee earned and 
the amount that was removed for taxes, insurance costs, etc. 
■ Keep your pay stubs for your financial records. — called 
also (Brit) pay slip 

pay— TV noun [noncount] : television channels that you must 
order and pay for ■ a movie on pay-TV ■ subscribers to pay- 
TV channels/networks — called also pay television ; compare 
PAY-CABLE 

PB&J abbr peanut butter and jelly 

PBS abbr Public Broadcasting Service PBS is an organiza¬ 
tion that produces educational television programs that are 
shown without commercials in a network of stations 
throughout the U.S. 

1 PC /,pi:*si:/ noun, pi PCs or PC’s [count] : personal com¬ 
puter 
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2 PC abbr 1 Peace Corps 2 politically correct; political cor¬ 
rectness 3 Brit police constable 
PCP abbr, US primary care physician; primary care provider 
pet abbr percent; percentage 
pd abbr paid 

PD abbr, US police department 

PDA /,pi: idir'ei/ noun, pi PDAs [count] : a small electronic 
device that is used for storing and organizing information 
(such as phone numbers, addresses, appointments, and 
notes) PDA is an abbreviation of “personal digital assis¬ 
tant.” 

PDQ or Pdq or p.d.q. /jpi^dii'kjui/arfv, informal : as quick¬ 
ly as possible : immediately ■ We need to hire someone PDQ. 

PDQ is an abbreviation of the phrase “pretty damned 
quick.” 

P.E. (US) or PE abbr physical education 
pea /*pi:/ noun, pi peas [count] : a small, round, green seed 
that is eaten as a vegetable and that is formed in a seed case 
(called a pod) of a climbing plant; also : a plant that produc¬ 
es peas • We’re growing tomatoes and peas in our garden this 
year. — see color picture on page C4; see also black-eyed 
PEA, CHICKPEA, SNAP PEA, SNOW PEA, SUGAR SNAP PEA, 
SWEET PEA 

two peas in a pod — used to say that two people or things 
are very similar to each other ■ My brother and I are two 
peas in a pod. We both like the same things. 
peace /'pi:s/ noun 

1 a : a state in which there is no war or fighting [noncount] 
After many years of war, people on both sides were longing 
for peace. ■ We said a prayer for world peace. ■ They have 
lived in peace [=peacefully] for many years. ■ We grew up in a 
time when the nation was prosperous and at peace. [=not 
fighting a war] ■ The United Nations has sent troops to the 
area to try to keep (the) peace, [singular] a lasting peace ■ 
The two countries have maintained an uneasy peace. [=a 
state in which fighting could start at any time] b [singular] 
: an agreement to end a war • He tried to negotiate a peace 
between the warring countries. ■ After many years of war, 
the two countries have finally made peace (with each other). 

— often used before another noun ■ a peace agreement/ac¬ 
cord/treaty ■ a peace initiative/conference ■ peace talks ■ the 
peace process [=the steps that are taken by countries or 
groups that are trying to end a war] c [singular] : a period 
of time when there is no war or fighting ■ There was a peace 
of 50 years before war broke out again. 

2 [noncount] a : a quiet and calm state ■ I just want a few 
moments of peace. = I just want a little peace and quiet. • 
Why won’t they leave him in peace ? [=why won’t they stop 
bothering him?] b : a safe and calm state in a public place ■ 
Peace and order were finally restored in the town. • He was 
arrested for a breach of the peace. = He was arrested for dis¬ 
turbing the peace. [=for behaving in a loud or violent way in 
a public place] — see also JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 

3 : a state in which a person is not bothered by thoughts or 
feelings of doubt, guilt, worry, etc. [singular] After years of 
therapy, he has finally achieved an inner peace, [noncount] 
He is searching for inner peace. ■ She has found peace (with¬ 
in herself)- ■ Insurance can provide you with peace of mind. • 
The problem was settled and his mind was at peace. • They 
are at peace with each other. ■ She’s at peace with their deci¬ 
sion. [=she has accepted their decision] • May our dearly de¬ 
parted friend rest in peace. [=we hope our friend who has 
died will have peace after death] 

4 [noncount] : a state in which people do not argue or cause 
trouble ■ There will never be peace between those families. ■ 
She wants to go, and we won’t have any peace until we agree 
to let her do what she wants. 

hold your peace see ‘hold 

make your peace with 4- If you make your peace with 
someone, you end an argument or disagreement that you 
had with that person. ■ He wanted to make his peace with 
his father before he died. 
sue for peace see sue 
peaceable /'piisabal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not liking or wanting to fight or argue ■ They are a peace¬ 
able [-peaceful], good-natured people. ■ He has a peaceable 
nature. 

2 : not involving violence or fighting ■ The crowd dispersed 
in a peaceable manner. 

— peace-ably /'piisabli/ adv • As neighbors, they had lived 
peaceably for many years. 

Peace Corps noun 


the Peace Corps : a U.S. organization that trains and sends 
people who work without pay to help poor people in other 
countries 

peace dividend noun, pi ~ -dends [count] : money that a 
government originally planned to spend on its military that 
becomes available for other things when a situation changes 
(such as when a war ends) — usually singular 
peaceful /'pi.’sfal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : quietand calm : without noise, excitement, etc. • a peace¬ 
ful countryside ■ The park is so peaceful and quiet. 

2 : not fighting a war ■ peaceful nations 

3 : not involving violence or force ■ a peaceful rally/demon¬ 
stration/protest ■ They settled the conflict by peaceful 
means. ■ We need to find a peaceful alternative to war. 

4 ; not liking or wanting to fight : preferring peace ■ They 
are a peaceful [-peaceable] people. 

— peace-ful-ly adv ■ She slept peacefully. • The nations 
managed to coexist peacefully. • He lived peacefully among 
the villagers. — peace-ful-ness noun [noncount] 

peace*keep*er / l pi:s l ki:p&/ noun, pi -ers [count] : some¬ 
one (such as a soldier) who helps to prevent or stop fighting 
between countries or groups ■ Peacekeepers were sent in to 
stop the violence. 

— peace-keep-ing / , pi;s,ki;pirj/ adj, always used before a 
noun ■ a peacekeeping force/mission ■ peacekeeping opera¬ 
tions/troops 

peace-mak-er / a pi:s a meika/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a per¬ 
son who helps to prevent or stop an argument, a fight, or a 
war • She acted as peacemaker in the dispute. 

— peace-mak-ing /'piiStmeikiij/ adj, always used before a 
noun [noncount] ■ peacemaking efforts/activities ■ He was 
sent on a peacemaking trip. — peacemaking noun [non¬ 
count] - Our attempts at peacemaking have failed. 

peace offering noun, pi ~ -ings [count] : a gift that is giv¬ 
en as a way of apologizing or making peace ■ After our last 
argument, I sent her flowers as a peace offering. 
peace officer noun,pi -ers [count] US, law : a police of¬ 
ficer or similar official ■ He was arrested for assaulting a 
peace officer. 

peace pipe noun, pi ~ pipes [count] : a pipe that is 
smoked by Native Americans in a special ceremony as a sign 
of peace 

peace sign noun, pi ~ signs [count] 

1 : a sign that you make by holding your hand up with the 
palm facing away from you and with only the two fingers 
that are closest to your thumb pointing upward in the shape 
of a V This gesture was popular especially in the late 
1960s. It is used either as a peaceful greeting or to show that 
you want peace rather than war. — usually singular ■ He 
flashed a peace sign at us as we drove by. 

2 : PEACE SYMBOL 

peace symbol noun, pi ~ -bols [count] : the symbol © 
that is used to say that peace is wanted instead of war 
peace-time / l pi:s,taim/ noun [noncount] : a period of time 
during which a country is not fighting a war ■ The size of the 
army was reduced during/in peacetime. — often used before 
another noun ■ the peacetime army/economy — opposite 
WARTIME 

peach /'pi:tf/ noun, pi peach-es 

1 [count] : a round, sweet fruit that has white or yellow flesh, 
soft yellow or pink skin, and a large, hard seed at the center ■ 
a ripe, juicy peach — see color picture on page C5 

2 [noncount] : a yellowish-pink color— see color picture on 
page C3 

3 [singular] informal + old-fashioned : a person or thing that 
is liked or admired very much ■ He’s a real peach. - He’s a 
peach of a guy. [=he’s a great guy] 

peaches and cream 1 — used to describe someone who 
has smooth and pale skin with light pink cheeks ■ She has a 
peaches and cream complexion. 2 chiefly US, informal : a 
situation, process, etc., that has no trouble or problems ■ 
He promised her that if she married him, life would be 
peaches and cream. ■ We’ve managed to finish the job, but 
it hasn’t been all peaches and cream. 
peachy /'pi:tfi/ adj peach-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : like a peach ■ a peachy pink color ■ a peachy flavor 

2 chiefly US, informal : very good : fine or excellent ■ That’s 
just peachy with me. ■ For the first few months of their mar¬ 
riage, everything was peachy. — often used in an ironic way 
to describe something that is bad, unpleasant, etc. • “It’s 
starting to rain.” ”Oh, that’s just peachy ! What are we going 
to do now?" 
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peachy keen adj chiefly US, informal : very good : fine or 
excellent ■ She acts as if everything in her life is peachy keen 
[-peachy], but I don’t think she’s really happy. 
pea*COCk /'pi:,ka:k/ noun, pi -cocks [count]: a large male 
bird that has a very long blight blue and green tail that it can 
lift up and spread apart like a fan — see color picture on 
page C9 

pea green noun [noncount] : a yellowish-green color — see 
color picture on page C2 
1 peak /’piik/ noun, pi peaks [count] 

1 a : the pointed top of a mountain • a line of rocky peaks 
b : a tall mountain with a pointed or narrow top ■ Pikes Peak 
in Colorado — see color picture on page C7 C : something 
that looks like a pointed top of a mountain • the peak of the 
roof ■ The recipe says to beat the cream until it forms soft/ 
stiff peaks. 

2 : the highest level or degree of excellence, quantity, activi¬ 
ty, etc. ■ His cooking is the peak of perfection. [=is excellent] 

■ a singer at the peak [=height\ of her popularity ■ The team 
was at its peak [=played best] in the 1980s. ■ At her peak she 
was writing a new novel every year. ■ Violence reached a 
peak just before the election. • The graph shows that mur¬ 
ders in the city declined from a peak of 173 in 2004. ■ There 
are peaks and valleys [=very high and very low levels] in 
electricity usage during the summer. 

3 chiefly Brit : the front part of a cap or hat that shades the 
eyes : visor 

2 peak adj, always used before a noun 

1 : at the highest point or level ■ He is in peak [-top, excel¬ 
lent] physical condition. ■ peak [=best possible] engine per¬ 
formance ■ The factory has been running at peak capacity 
for the past year. 

2 : filled with the most activity • Phone calls cost more dur¬ 
ing peak calling hours. [=the time period when most calls are 
made] ■ the peak season for fishing ■ peak [=prime] television 
viewing time — opposite off-peak 

3 peak verb peaks; peaked; peak-ing [no obj] : to reach the 
highest level ■ Electricity usage peaks during the summer. ■ 
The singer’s popularity peaked years ago. [=he is not as pop¬ 
ular now] ■ The stock price peaked several months ago at 30 
dollars per share. 

1 peaked /'pi:kt/ adi : having a peak ■ a.peaked [= pointed] roof 

■ 0 chiefly Brit ) a peaked cap — compare z peaked 
2 peak-ed /'pi.kod/ adj, US, informal : pale and sick ■ She 

looks a bit peaked today. — compare 1 peaked 
peaky /'pi:ki/ adj, Brit, informal : pale and sick : peaked ■ 
He’s looking a bit peaky. 
peal /'pi:l/ noun, pi peals [count] 

1 : the loud ringing of bells ■ the peal of wedding bells 

2 ; a loud sound or series of sounds ■ peals of laughter ■ a 
peal of thunder 

- peal verb peals; pealed; peal-ing [no obj] ■ Bells pealed 
as the wedding ceremony ended, 
pea-nut /'pi:,nAt/ noun, pi -nuts 

1 [count] : a nut with a thin shell that 
grows under the ground and that can be 
eaten ■ roasted peanuts — often used be¬ 
fore another noun • peanut oil — called 
also C Brit ) groundnut 

2 peanuts [plural] informal : a very small 
amount of money ■ Five billion dollars is 
peanuts compared to what the govern¬ 
ment spends each year. • He works all day 
for peanuts. 

peanut butter noun [noncount] : a creamy food made from 
peanuts ■ a jar of peanut butter « a peanut butter and jelly 
sandwich 

pear /'pea*/ noun, pi pears [count] : a sweet fruit that is nar¬ 
row near the stem and rounded at the other end and that 
grows on a tree; also : the tree that this fruit grows on — see 
color picture on page C5; see also prickly pear 

pearl /'pal/ noun, pi pearls 

1 [count] : a hard, shiny, white ball that is formed inside the 
shell of an oyster and that is often used as jewelry ■ She wore 
a string of pearls. ■ a pearl necklace ■ pearl earrings — see 
color picture on page Cll 

2 [noncount] : mother-of-pearl 

3 [count] : something that is shaped like a pearl ■ Pearls of 
dew glistened on the grass. ■ pearl onions 

4 [count] : someone or something that is very good or ad¬ 
mired • She was a pearl among swine. ■ The island is a cultur¬ 
al pearl of the Pacific. 
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cast/throw pearls before swine ; to give or offer some¬ 
thing valuable to someone who does not understand its 
value 

pearls of wisdom : wise words or statements • He offered 
some pearls of wisdom [=good advice] about raising chil¬ 
dren. ■ C humorous ) A crowd of reporters gathered around 
the coach after the game to hear him dispense his usual 
pearls of wisdom. 

pearly /'p^li/ adj : having the shiny, white color of pearls ■ 
Her teeth were pearly white. • C informal) Don’t forget to 
brush your pearly whites, [-teeth] 

Pearly Gates noun 

the Pearly Gates informal + humorous : a pair of gates 
thought of as the place through which people enter heaven 
when they die 

pear-shaped /'pea^Jeipt/ adj : shaped like a pear ■ a pear- 
shaped fruit ■ She has a pear-shaped figure. [=she has wide 
hips and thighs and a small chest] 

go pear-shaped Brit, informal : to go wrong ■ She was in 
debt, and when she lost her job it all went pear-shaped. 
peas-ant /'peznt/ noun, pi -ants [count] 

1 : a poor farmer or farm worker who has low social status 

— used especially to refer to poor people who lived in Eu¬ 
rope in the past or to poor people who live in some countries 
around the world today ■ This land was farmed for centuries 
by peasants. — often used before another noun ■ peasant 
farmers ■ a peasant community/girl ■ peasant food [=good 
food that is made with simple ingredients and that is not fan¬ 
cy] 

2 disapproving : a person who is not educated and has low 
social status ■ They treated us like a bunch of peasants. 

peas-ant-ry /'pezntri/ noun 
the peasantry : all the peasants living in an area or country 
■ He tried to organize the peasantry for a revolt. ■ the Rus¬ 
sian peasantry 

pease pudding /'pi:z-/ noun [noncount] Brit : a soft food 
made by boiling dried peas 
pea Soup noun [noncount] 

1 : a thick soup made of boiled dried peas 

2 informal — used to describe heavy and thick fog ■ fog as 
thick as pea soup = pea-soup fog 

pea—SOUp-er /jpii'supa-/ noun, pi -ers [count] Brit, old- 
fashioned + informal : a very heavy and thick fog ■ The fog 
was very bad—a real pea-souper. 
peat /'pi:t/ noun [noncount] : a dark material made of decay¬ 
ing plants that is burned for heat or added to garden soil 

— peaty /'pi:ti/ adj peat-i-er; -est ■ peaty ground 

peat moss noun [noncount] chiefly US : a type of moss that 
usually grows on wet land and that is used by gardeners as a 
fertilizer, for growing plants in pots, etc. — called also 
sphagnum, sphagnum moss 

peb-ble /'pebal/ noun, pi peb-bles [count] : a small, round 
stone; especially : one that has been made smooth by the 
movement of water ■ pebbles in the stream 

— peb-bly /'pebali/ adi " a pebbly beach [=a beach with 
many pebbles] 

pe-can /pi'ka:n, *pi:,kaen, Brit pi*ksen, 'piikan/ noun, pi 
-cans [count] : a nut that grows on a tall tree in the United 
States and Mexico and that can be eaten ■ pecan pie — see 
picture at nut 

pec-ca-dil-lo /,pek3'dilou/ noun, pi -loes or -los [count] 
: a small mistake or fault that is not regarded as very bad or 
serious ■ a politician’s sexual peccadillos 
^eck /'pek/ verb pecks; pecked; peeking 

1 of a bird a : to strike sharply at something with the beak 
[no obj] — + at ■ A crow pecked at the lawn, hunting for 
bugs. [+ obj] The hen pecked my finger, b [+ obj] : to make 
(something) by pecking with the beak ■ The woodpecker 
pecked a hole in the tree. 

2 [+ obj] : to kiss (someone) lightly and quickly ■ He pecked 
his wife on the cheek as he headed out the door. 

peck at [phrasal verb] peck at (something) : to take small 
bites of (food) ■ Her son pecked at his food and said he 
wasn’t hungry. 

— see also hunt-and-peck 
2 peck noun, pi pecks [count] 

1 : the act of pecking something : a quick, sharp strike with 
the beak ■ The bird took a peck at the com. [=the bird 
pecked the com] 

2 informal : a quick kiss ■ She gave her son a peck on the 
cheek. 

— compare 3 peck 
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3 peck noun, pi pecks [count] : a unit for measuring an 
amount of fruit, vegetables, or grain that is equal to about 
8.8 liters in the U.S. and about 9.1 liters in the U.K. 

— compare 2 peck 

peck-er /'pEka 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] US, informal + offen¬ 
sive : PENIS 

keep your pecker up Brit, informal : to stay happy or hope¬ 
ful 

pecking order noun, pi ~ -dors [count]: the way in which 
people or things in a group or organization are placed in a 
series of levels with different importance or status ■ As an as¬ 
sistant manager, he was pretty low in the company’s pecking 
order. ■ the pecking order of Washington politics 
peck-lsh /'pekiJV adj [more most ~] informal 

1 chiefly Brit : slightly hungry ■ If you’re feeling peckish , 
there’s some cheese in the fridge. 

2 US : irritated or annoyed ■ a. peckish tone of voice 
peCS /'peks/ noun [plural] informal : pectorals ■ a body¬ 
builder with great pecs 

pec-tln /'pektan/ noun [noncount] : a substance in some 
fruits that makes fruit jellies thick when the fruit is cooked 
pec*tO*ral /'pEktaral/ adj, technical : relating to or located 
on the chest ■ pectoral muscles 

pec*t0*rals /'pEktaralz/ noun [plural] : the muscles of the 
chest — called also (i informal ) pecs 
pe-CU-llar /pi'kju:lj»/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not usual or normal: strange ■ It seems peculiar that he 
would leave town and not tell anybody. ■ The dog’s peculiar 
behavior worried them. ■ She got a peculiar feeling when the 
phone rang. ■ She had a peculiar expression on her face. 

2 not used before a noun, Brit, informal : not well: somewhat 
ill ■ He’s feeling peculiar. 

peculiar to : of, relating to, or found in (only one person, 
thing, or place) ■ a custom peculiar to America [=a custom 
that is found only in America] 

— pe*CU*llar*ly adv • The movie has a peculiarly ^distinc¬ 
tively, uniquely, particularly] American quality. ■ He’s been 
behaving peculiarly. [=(more commonly) strangely, oddly] 

pe*CU a llar*l*ty /pi,kju:l'jer3ti/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : the quality or state of being unusual or pecu¬ 
liar ' the peculiarity of his appearance 

2 [count] : something that is unusual or peculiar in a person 
or thing" It is a peculiarity of the house that there is no front 
door, •her peculiarities as a writer ■ Scientists tried to explain 
some peculiarities in the results of the experiment. 

pe-CU*nl*ary /pi'kju:ni|eri, Brit pi'kjuinri/ adj, formal : re¬ 
lating to or in the form of money " the hope of pecuniary 
[=(more commonly) financial] reward ■ pecuniary losses 
ped*a*gog*l a cal Apeda'garcfeikai/ also ped-a-gog-lc 
Apeda'gcuchik/ adj, formal : of or relating to teachers or edu¬ 
cation * pedagogical methods/practices 

— ped*a*gog*l*cal-ly Apeda'gaicfeikli/ adv 
ped-a-goaue /'pEd3,ga:g/ noun, pi -gogues [count] for¬ 
mal + old-fashioned : teacher 

ped-a-go-gy /'pEdagoocfei/ noun [noncount] formal : the 
art, science, or profession of teaching 
1 ped*al /'ped|/ noun, pi -als [count] 

1 : a flat piece of metal, rubber, etc., that you push with 
your foot to make a machine move, work, or stop' a bike’s 
pedals ■ a car’s gaa/brake pedal — see picture at bicycle 

2 : a lever on a piano, organ, etc., that you push with your 
foot to make or change a sound 

put the pedal to the metal US, informal 1 : to drive very 
fast 2 : to work very quickly ■ We are going to have to put 
the pedal to the metal if we want to finish on time. 

2 pedal verb -als; US -aled or Brit -ailed; US -aMng or Brit 
-aMIng 

1 : to push the pedals of (something, such as a bicycle) [* 
obj]peaal a bike [no obj] He was pedaling as fast as he could. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to ride 
a bicycle to a particular place 1 He pedaled down to the store. 

pedal boat noun, pi ~ boats [count]: paddleboat 1 
ped-a-lo /'pedajou/ noun, pi -los [count] Brit : paddle- 
boat 1 

pedal pushers noun [plural] old-fashioned : girls’ or wom¬ 
en’s pants that go down to a part of the leg that is a short dis¬ 
tance below the knee 

pedal Steel noun, pi ~ steels [count] : a musical instru¬ 
ment that has strings which are plucked while being pressed 
with a movable steel bar and a pedal that can change the 


pitch of the strings — called also pedal steel guitar, steel gui¬ 
tar 

ped-ant /*pEdnt/ noun, pi -ants [count]disapproving: a per¬ 
son who annoys other people by correcting small errors and 
giving too much attention to minor details ■ a dull pedant 
- pe-dan*tlc /pi'daentik/ adj [more —; most ~] • a pedantic 
teacher ■ a pedantic insistence on following the rules exact¬ 
ly - pe*dan*tl*cal*ly /pi'daentikli/ adv - ped*ant*ry 
/'pEdntri/ noun [noncount] • His instructions were precise 
to the point of pedantry. 

ped-dle /'pedl/ verb ped*dles; ped*dled; ped-dllng [+ 

obj] 

1 : to sell (something) usually in small amounts and often by 
traveling to different places ■ They peddled fruits and vegeta¬ 
bles out of their truck on the side of the road. ■ She now ped¬ 
dles her wares [=sells her products] on the Internet. 

2 : to try to get people to accept or believe (something) a He 
peddled his idea for a new movie to every executive in Holly¬ 
wood. a The mayor’s aides tried to peddle his innocence to 
reporters. ■ peddling gossip 

ped-dler /'pedW/iowi, pi -dlers [count] 

1 US : someone who sells things in small amounts often by 
traveling to different places : a person who peddles some¬ 
thing ■ a poor street peddler [-(Brit) pedlar) • a fruit peddler 

2 : a person who sells illegal drugs ■ The police are trying to 
get drug peddlers off the streets. = (Brit) The police are trying 
to get peddlers off the street. 

ped-es-tal /'pEdastl/ noun, pi -tals [count] 

1 : the base of a column or other tall object ■ 
the pedestal of a vase/lamp/statue 

2 — used to describe the position of someone 
who is admired, successful, etc. ■ Her boy¬ 
friend put/placed her on a pedestal- 
[^thought ot her as a perfect person with no 
faults] a He wanted a career as an actor, but 
he didn’t want to be put on a pedestal. [=to be 
treated like a big star] a They’re trying to 
knock the champions off their pedestal. [=to 
defeat the champions] 

1 pG a deS a trl a an /p3*dEstrij3n/ noun, pi -ans 
[count] ; a person who is walking in a city, 
along a road, etc. ■ The car slid off the road and almost hit a 
group of pedestrians. 

2 pedestrlan adj 

1 [more most ~]: not interesting or unusual: ordinary 
a He lived a pedestrian life, working at the paper mill and liv¬ 
ing in his trailer. a pedestrian concerns like paying the bills 
and getting the kids to school on time 

2 always used before a noun : relating to or designed for peo¬ 
ple who are walking ■ This area has a lot of pedestrian traffic. 
[=there are a lot of pedestrians in this area] ■ a pedestrian 
mall 

pedestrian crossing noun, pi ~ -Ings [count] formal 

I CROSSWALK 

pe-des-trl-an-lse /pa'dEStrija^aiz/ verb -18*08; -Ised; 
-ls*lng [+ obi\ Brit : to change (an area, street, etc.) so that 
no vehicles are allowed ■ the city’s pedestrianised shopping 
district 

pe-di-at-ric (US) or Brit pae a dl*at a ric Apkdi'aetnk/ adj, al¬ 
ways used before a noun, medical : of or relating to the med¬ 
ical care or illnesses of children •pediatric treatment ■ a pedi¬ 
atric surgeon 

pe-dl-a-trl-clan (US) or Brit pae-dl-a-trl-clan /,pi:dij3- 
'tnfan/ noun, pi -clans [count]: a doctor who treats babies 
and children 

pO'dl-at-rics (US) or Brit pae-dhat-rlcs Api'di'aetriks/ 
noun [noncount] medical : a branch of medicine that deals 
with the development, care, and diseases of babies and chil¬ 
dren ■ a doctor who specializes in pediatrics 
ped-l-cure /■pEd^kja*/ noun, pi -cures [count ]: a treatment 
to improve the appearance and health of the feet or toenails ■ 
She’s getting a pedicure tomorrow. — compare manicure 
ped-l-gree / l pEd3,gri./ noun, pi -grees 

1 ; the history of the family members in a person’s or ani¬ 
mal’s past especially when it is good or impressive [count] 
That horse has an impressive pedigree. • Her husband has a 
noble/aristocratic pedigree. [=the people in his family were 
noble/aristocratic] • What is the dog’s pedigree ? [noncount] 
The puppy came with papers proving its pedigree. 

2 : the origin and history of something especially when it is 
good or impressive [count] a painting’s pedigree • Democra¬ 
cy is an idea with a pedigree stretching back to ancient 
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Greece. ■ The company has an excellent pedigree with over a 
century in the business. [noncount\ She wants to go to a 
school with pedigree. [=a school that has a long and impres¬ 
sive history] 

— ped-i-greed / , ped3 I gri:d/ or pedigree adj ■ a pedigreed 
horse/school/family 

ped-i-ment /'pedamant/ noun, pi -merits [count] : a trian¬ 
gular area on the face of a building below the roof, above an 
entrance, etc. 

ped-lar /'pedla-/ noun, pi -lars [count] Brit : peddler 1 
pe*dom»e*ter /pi'daimadaV noun, pi -ters [count] : a de¬ 
vice that measures the distance a person travels by walking 
pe-do-phile ( US) or Brit pae-do-phile /'peda^ajal, Brit 
'piida.fajal/ noun, pi -philes [count] : a peison who has a 
sexual interest in children 

pe-do-phil-ia (US) or Brit pae-do-phll-ia /,peda'filija, Brit 
,pi:da'filija/ noun [noncount] : sexual feelings or activities 
that involve children 
pee /'pi:/ noun, informal 

1 [noncount] : urine 

2 [singular] : an act of passing urine from the body ■ Does 
she have to take a pee ? = (Brit) Does she have to have a pee ? 
= (Brit) Does she have to go for a peel 

— pee verb pees; peed; peeking [no obj\ ■ The dog peed 
[= urinated] on the floor. 

peek /'pi:k/ verb peeks; peeked; peek-ing [no obj] 

1 a : to look at someone or something secretly especially 
from a hidden place ■ A little girl peeked around the comer 
of the chair at him. ■ She peeked [=peered] through a hole in 
the fence. ■ Close your eyes, and no peeking*, b : to look at 
something briefly ■ She peeked ahead to the next chapter to 
see what happened next. ■ He allowed some of his friends to 
peek at his next painting. 

2 : to show slightly : to be slightly visible — usually + out ■ 
Her slip peeked out from beneath her skirt. [=a small part of 
her slip could be seen beneath her skirt] 

— peek noun, pi peeks [count] ■ Take another peek at the 
cake in the oven to see if it’s done. ■ They tried to sneak a 
peek at the actors getting ready behind the curtain. ■ We 
saw a sneak peek [=a brief showing] of the movie that will 
be released next month. 


peek-a-boo /'pi:k3,bu:/ noun [noncount ] : a game played 
with a baby in which you cover and then uncover your face 
and say “Peekaboo!” • play peekaboo — called also (Brit) 
peepbo 

1 peel /'pi:!/ verb peels; peeled; peel-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to remove the skin from (a fruit, vegetable, etc.) ■ 
peel an apple ■ peel the cucumbers 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj] : to re¬ 
move (a covering, shell, etc.) from something ■ They peeled 
back the sheet to display the new sculpture. — often -*-from ■ 
An animal had peeled the bark from the tree. ■ We had to peel 
the wallpaper from the wall. — often + off ■ (informal) 
Guests peeled off [-took off] their wet coats by the door. ■ 
They peeled the old wallpaper off. 

3 [no obj] a : to come off in pieces ■ The paint is peeling 
(off)." She got sunburned and the skin on her back is peeling 
(off). b : to lose an outer layer of skin, bark, etc. ■ She got 
sunburned and her back is peeling. 

keep your eyes peeled see 'eye 

peel off [phrasal verb] informal : to turn and go away from 
something quickly ■ One of the jets peeled off from the for¬ 
mation and headed back. 

peel out [phrasal verb] US, informal : to speed away from a 
place in a car, on a motorcycle, etc. ■ Dirt and gravel flew 
as he peeled out into the street. 

— peel-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a potato/vegetable peeler 
2 Peel noun, pi peels [count] : the skin of a fruit ■ a banana 

peel ■ an orange peel — see color picture on page C5 
1 peep /'pi:p/ noun, pi peeps 

1 [count] : a quick, high sound that is made by a young bird 
or that is like the sound made by a young bird ■ the peep of a 
chick 

2 [singular] informal : a word or sound ■ I don’t want to hear 
a single peep out of you. ■ We didn’t hear a peep coming from 
his office. ■ They accepted her decision with hardly a peep of 
protest. 

- see also peeps 

2 peep verb peeps; peeped; peep-ing [no obj] : to make a 
quick, high sound : to make a peep ■ I heard a chick peep. • a 
peeping sound — compare 3 peep 
3 peep verb peeps; peeped; peeping 


1 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
look very quickly at someone or something ■ I’ll just peep 
[=peek] in the room to see if the baby is sleeping. ■ He peeped 
[-peered] through a hole in the fence. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
show slightly : to be slightly visible ■ Early spring flowers 
were peeping through the snow. 

3 [+ obj slang : to look at or see (someone or something) ■ 
We peeped [=^ow] him at the restaurant. ■ Peep this [=check 
this out]—I’ve got two tickets for the show. 

- compare 2 peep 

peep-bo /'pi:p,bou/ noun [noncount] Brit : peekaboo 
peep-er /'pi:pa-/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a type of small 
American frog that makes a peeping sound — called also 
spring peeper 

peep-hole /'pi:p,houl/ noun, pi -holes [count] : a hole that 
is used to look through something (such as a door) to the 
other side 

peeping Tom noun, pi ~ Toms [count] : a person who se¬ 
cretly looks into other people’s windows to see them naked 
peeps /'piips/ noun [plural] US slang : people and especially 
the people who are your friends ■ just me and my peeps 
peep show noun, pi ~ shows [count] : a show in which 
someone looks into a box, room, etc., through a small hole 
or window and sees pictures or a performance usually in¬ 
volving sex 

1 peer /'pia*/ noun, pi peers [count] 

1 : a person who belongs to the same age group or social 
group as someone else ■ his academic peers [=people in the 
same grade or level of school] ■ He was respected and ad¬ 
mired by his peers. ■ teenagers spending time with their peer 
groups • (chiefly US, law) You have the right to be tried by a 
Jury of your peers. [=a jury whose members are from the 
same community as you] 

2 : a member of the British nobility — see also life peer 
2 peer verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition peers; 

peered; peer-ing [no obj] : to look closely or carefully es¬ 
pecially because something or someone is difficult to see ■ 
She peered into the dark closet looking for her missing shoe. 
■ He peered down the well. ■ An animal peered out from the 
woods next to their camp. ■ He peered over the fence, 
peer-age /'pincfe/ noun, pi -ages formal 

1 the peerage : the people who are members of the British 
nobility : the people who are peers 

2 [count] : the rank of a British peer ■ He was given the peer¬ 
age after years of devoted service to the community. 

peer-ess /'piras/ noun, pi -ess-es [count] 

1 : a woman who is a member of the British nobility 

2 : the wife or widow of a peer (sense 2) 

peer-less /'pia^as/ adj : having no equal : better than all 
others • As an athlete he is peerless. 
peer pressure noun [noncount] : a feeling that you must 
do the same things as other people of your age and social 
group in order to be liked or respected by them ■ She started 
drinking in high school because of peer pressure. 
peer review noun [noncount] : a process by which a schol¬ 
arly work (such as a paper or a research proposal) is checked 
by a group of experts in the same field to make sure it meets 
the necessary standards before it is published or accepted 
peeve /'pi:v/ noun, pi peeves [count] : something that an¬ 
noys someone ■ One of her peeves is people who are always 
late. — see also pet peeve 

peeved /'pi:vd/ adj [more most ~] informal : angry or an¬ 
noyed ■ He’s peeved at me because I borrowed his car with¬ 
out asking. ■ Her boss was peeved by/about the mistakes she 
made with the customer’s order. ■ I’m feeling pretty peeved. 
pee-vish /'piivij/ adj [more most : feeling or showing 
irritation ■ a peevish frown ■ peevish patients in the doctor’s 
waiting room 

— pee-vish -ly adv ■ “I didn’t do anything wrong," he an¬ 
swered peevishly. — pee-vlsh-ness noun [noncount] 

1 peg /'peg/ noun, pi pegs [count] 

1 : a small piece of wood, metal, or other material that is 
used to hold or fasten things or to hang things on ■ Her coat 
hung on a peg by the door. ■ a tent peg [=a pointed piece of 
wood or metal that is pushed into the ground to hold the 
comers of a tent in position] 

2 : a wooden piece in a musical instrument (such as a violin) 
that is turned to tighten or loosen a string ■ a tuning peg 

3 Brit : clothespin 

a peg to hang something on Brit : something (such as a 
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fact or issue) that is used as support or a reason for some¬ 
thing said or done ■ He used the incident as a peg to hang 
his theory on. 

a square peg in a round hole : someone who does not fit 
in a particular place or situation ■ She felt like a square peg 
in a round hole at the new school until she made some new 
friends. 

off the peg Brit : in a store where clothes are sold in differ¬ 
ent sizes that are not made to fit a particular person ■ He 
bought that suit off the peg. [=(US) off the rack ] — see also 
OFF-THE-PEG 

take/knock/bring someone down a peg : to make (some¬ 
one) feel less important or proud ■ He was taken down a 
peg when an even better player joined the team. ■ She 
needs to be taken down a peg. [-humbled] 

2 peg verb pegs; pegged; pegging [+ obj] 

1 a : to fasten (something) with pegs ■ Is the tent pegged 
down all the way? ■ (Brit) She was outside pegging the laun¬ 
dry to the clothesline, b : to put a peg into (something) ■ He 
pegged the boards. 

2 a : to keep (something, such as a price) at a particular lev¬ 
el or rate ■ peg the price of wheat at its current level b : to 
link (something) to another amount or value ■ The foreign 
currency is pegged to the U.S. dollar. [=its value changes 
when the U.S. dollar’s value does] ■ His bonus is pegged to 
how many sales he makes each year for the company. 

3 informal : to think of or identify (someone) as a certain 
kind of person ■ The salesman had me pegged ^understood 
what kind of person I am] in a matter of minutes. — usually 
+ as ■ She pegged him right away as a nice guy. — sometimes 
+for ■ She had him pegged for a liar. 

4 US, informal: ‘throw ■ He pegged the ball to first base. 
peg away [phrasal verb] chiefly Brit, informal : to work hard 

— usually + at ■ He sat there pegging away at his home¬ 
work. 

peg out [phrasal verb ] Brit, informal ; to die ■ He doesn’t 
want to peg out because of somebody else’s mistakes, 
peg leg noun, pi ~ legs [count] old-fashioned + informal 
: an artificial leg usually made of wood and attached at the 
knee 

pe-jo-ra-tive /pi'tfeorativ/a# [more —/ most ~] formal : in¬ 
sulting to someone or something : expressing criticism ■ a pe¬ 
jorative term ■ a word with pejorative connotations 

— pejorative noun, pi -tives [count] ■ a word that is used as 
a pejorative [=an insulting word] — pe-jo-ra-tive-ly adv ■ 
The word is often used pejoratively. 

Pe-king-ese or Pe-kin>ese /.piika'niiz/ noun, pi Peking¬ 
ese or Pekinese [count] : a small dog with a flat face and 
long, soft fur 

pe*lag*ic /pa'lsecfcik/ adj, technical : relating to or living in 
the sea far from the shore ■ pelagic fish/birds/waters 
peM-can /'pelikan/ noun, pi -cans [count] : a large ocean 
bird that has a large bag that is part of its lower bill for catch¬ 
ing and holding fish — see color picture on page C9 
pelican crossing noun, pi ~ -ings [count] Brit : a place 
where a person can stop traffic in order to cross the road by 
pressing a button that controls the traffic lights 
pel-let /'pelat/ noun, pi -lets [count] 

1 : a small, hard ball of food, medicine, etc. ■ food pellets for 
rabbits = rabbit pellets 

2 : a small metal object that is shot from a gun ■ shotgun pel¬ 
lets • a pellet gun [=a special gun that is designed to shoot pel¬ 
lets] 

pell-mell /,pel'm£l/ adv : in a confused and hurried way ■ a 
car racing pell-mell through the streets 

— pell-mell adj ■ the pell-mell pace of modem life 
peMU'Cid /pa'luisad/ adj [more most ~] literary : very 

clear ■ pellucid water ■ pellucid prose 
pel-met /'pelmat/ noun, pi -mets [count] Brit: valance 1 
pel-O-ton /'pela,ta:n/ noun, pi -tons [count] : the main 
group of riders in a bicycle race • He broke away from the 
peloton and sprinted into the lead. 

1 pelt /'pelt/ verb pelts; pelt-ed; pelt-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to repeatedly hit (someone or something) with 
things thrown from a distance ■ Rioters pelted the police. — 
often + with ■ The boys pelted the building with rocks. 

2 [+ obj] : to hit against (something) repeatedly ■ Rain pelted 
the windowpanes. ■ the pelting rain 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
move very quickly ■ The children came pelting down the 
street. ■ We were pelting along. 

2 pelt noun, pi pelts [count] : the skin of a dead animal espe¬ 


cially with its hair, wool, or fur still on it ■ a lion’s pelt 
pel-vic /'pelvik/ adj : relating to or located in or near the 
pelvis ■ pelvic bones ■ a pelvic exam [=an examination of the 
pelvis and the organs in it] 

pel-vis /'pelvas/ noun, pi -vis-es [count] : the wide curved 
bones between the spine and the leg bones — see picture at 
HUMAN 

1 pen /'pen/ noun, pi pens : a writing instrument that uses ink 
[count] She signed her name with a pen. [noncount] She 
signed her name in pen. — compare pencil 
put/set pen to paper : to write or begin to write something 
■ She thought about writing a novel for several years be¬ 
fore she finally put pen to paper. 

— compare 3 pen, 5 pen 

2 pen verb pens; penned; pen-ning [+ obj] : to write (some¬ 
thing) ■ pen a letter ■ She penned a novel. ■ a poem penned by 
Shakespeare — compare "pen 

3 pen noun, pi pens [count] : a small enclosed area for farm 
animals - a sheep pen — compare ‘pen, s pen 
4 pen verb pens; penned; pen-ning [+ obj] : to put or keep 
(a person or animal) in an enclosed area — usually used as 
(be) penned ■ They were penned behind a wooden fence. ■ cat¬ 
tle penned in the bam 

pen in/up [phrasal verb] pen (someone or something) in/up 
: to put or keep (a person or animal) in an enclosed area 
: to prevent (someone or something) from moving beyond 
a particular area — usually used as (be) penned in/up ■ Sev¬ 
eral dogs were penned up [= penned] behind the house. ■ The 
men were penned up [= trapped] on the ship for months. — 
often used figuratively ■ She felt penned in by their 
relationship. 

- compare 2 PEN 
5 pen noun 

the pen US, informal: prison ■ He was sent to the pen [=the 
penitentiary] for armed robbery. 

-compare ‘pen, 3 pen 
pe-nal /'pi:n|/ adj 

1 always used before a noun : relating to or used for punish¬ 
ment ■ penal laws ■ a penal institution [=prison] ■ a penal col¬ 
ony [=a place where prisoners are sent to live] 

2 Brit: very severe ■ penal interest rates 

penal code noun, pi ~ codes [count] law : a set of laws re¬ 
lating to crimes and the punishments for those crimes 
pe-nal-ize also Brit pe-nal-ise /'pi:na,laiz/ verb -iz-es; 
-ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to punish (someone or something) for breaking a rule or 
a law ■ The company was penalized for not paying taxes. ■ 
The hockey player was penalized for holding. 

2 : to give (someone) an unfair disadvantage ■ This law 
would unfairly penalize immigrants. 

pen-al-tv /'penjti/ noun, pi -ties 

1 : punishment for breaking a rule or law [count] The com¬ 
pany was given/assessed a severe/stiff penalty for the viola¬ 
tion. ■ They allowed him to pay back the money without a 
penalty, [noncount] They allowed him to pay back the mon¬ 
ey without penalty. — see also DEATH PENALTY 

2 [count] : a disadvantage or difficulty you experience ■ Lack 
of privacy is one of the penalties you pay for fame. 

3 [count] : a punishment or disadvantage given to a team or 
player for breaking a rule in a game • The hockey player was 
given/assessed a penalty for holding. 

pay the penalty see ‘pay 

penalty box noun, pi ~ boxes [count] : the area beside an 
ice hockey rink where a player who has been given a penalty 
sits for a certain amount of time 
penalty kick noun, pi ~ kicks [count] : a kick in soccer or 
rugby that a player makes when the other team has broken a 
rule 

penalty shot noun, pi ~ shots [count] : a shot in hockey 
that a player makes when the other team has broken a rule 
pen-ance /'penans/ noun : something that you do or are 
given to do in order to show that you are sad or sorry about 
doing something wrong [noncount] She did/performed (an 
act of) penance for her sins, [singular] He did charitable 
work as a penance. 
pence Brit plural of PENNY 

pen-chant /'pentfant/ noun, pi -chants [count] : a strong 
liking for something or a strong tendency to behave in a cer¬ 
tain way — usually + for ■ He has a penchant for asking stu¬ 
pid questions. [=he asks a lot of stupid questions] ■ Her pen¬ 
chant for mathematics helped her to become an engineer. 
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1 pen-cil /'pcnsal/ noun, pi -cils : an instrument used for writ- 
ing and drawing that has a hard outer part and a black or 
colored center part [count] Use a pencil instead of a pen so 
you can erase your mistakes. [ noncount\ Write your an¬ 
swers in pencil. [=using a pencil] — often used before anoth¬ 
er noun ■ a pencil sketch ■ a pencil sharpener [=a device used 
to make the tip of a pencil sharp so that it can be used for 
writing] • a pencil case [=a small box for holding pencils and 
other small items, such as erasers] — see picture at OFFICE; 
compare pen 

2 pencil verb, pi- cils; US- ciled or Brit- cilled; C/S-ciMng or 
Brit -ciMing [+ obj] : to draw or write (something) with a 
pencil ■ He penciled some notes on a piece of paper. 
pencil in [phrasal verb\ pencil (someone or something) in or 
pencil in (someone or something) : to put (someone or 
something that may be changed later) on a schedule, list, 
etc. ■ Would you like me to pencil you in [=to schedule 
you] for Thursday morning at 11 ? — sometimes used figu¬ 
ratively ■ He was penciled in as the director’s replacement, 
pencil pusher noun, pi ~ -ers [count] US, informal : pa¬ 
per pusher 

pen-dant /'pendant/ noun, pi -dants [count] : a piece of 
jewelry that hangs on a chain or a cord which is worn 
around your neck — see color picture on page Cll 
pen-dent or pen«dant /'pendant/ adj, formal : hanging 
down from above ■ a pendent light fixture 

1 pend-ing /'pendnj/ prep, formal : while waiting for (some¬ 
thing) ■ He is being held in jail pending trial. ■ She received a 
four-year sentence and is currently out on bail pending ap¬ 
peal. 

2 pending adj, formal 

1 : not yet decided or acted on ■ bills pending in Congress ■ a 
pending visa application ■ The results of the investigation are 
pending. • There are lawsuits pending against the company. 

2 : happening or likely to happen soon • the company’s 
pending [=impending] move to a new location 

pen*dU‘IOUS /'pencfcalas/ adj [more most —] formal + lit¬ 
erary : hanging down and swinging freely • pendulous silver 
earrings 

— pen-du-lous-ly adv ■ blossoms dangling pendulousty 
from the branches 

pen-du-lum /'pencfealam/ noun, pi -lums [count] : a stick 
with a weight at the bottom that swings back and forth in¬ 
side a clock — often used figuratively ■ The fashion pendu¬ 
lum swung from silver jewelry to gold and back again, ^sil¬ 
ver jewelry was popular for a while, then gold became 
popular, and then silver became popular again] 
pen-e-tra-ble /'pcnatrabal/ adj [more most ~]: allowing 
someone or something to pass through or enter : able to be 
penetrated ■ an easily penetrable border 

— pen-e-tra-bil-i-ty /,pEnatra'bilati/ noun [noncount] 
pen-e-trate /'pena.treit/ verb -trates; -trat-ed; -trat-ing 

1 : to go through or into something [+ obj] These bullets can 
penetrate armor. ■ radiation penetrating the Earth’s atmo¬ 
sphere [no obj] The bullet failed to penetrate. • The heat pen¬ 
etrated through the wall. ■ The roots of these plants have 
been known to penetrate to a depth of more than 15 feet. 

2 [+ obj] : to see or show the way through (something) ■ Our 
eyes were unable to penetrate the darkness. [=we were un¬ 
able to see through the darkness] ■ My car’s headlights 
couldn’t penetrate the dense fog. ■ They were unable to pene¬ 
trate his disguise. [=to see or realize who he really was be¬ 
hind his disguise] 

3 [+ obj] : to succeed in becoming part of (an organization, a 
community, etc.) • The movie is about foreign agents who 
penetrate [-infiltrate] the CIA. ■ The company is trying to 
penetrate [=sell its products in] the U.S. market. 

4 [+ obj] : to succeed in understanding or finding (some¬ 
thing) ■ scientists trying to penetrate the secrets hidden in our 
genes 1 attempting to penetrate the mysteries of human na¬ 
ture 

5 : to be understood or noticed by someone [+ obj] The 
truth had not yet penetrated my consciousness. [=1 had not 
yet realized the truth] [no obj] The truth had not yet pene¬ 
trated. 

6 [+ obj] of a man : to put the penis into the vagina or the 
anus of (another person) during sex 

penetrating adj [more most ~] 

1 a : able to understand something clearly and fully • She is 
one of our most penetrating and provocative critical think¬ 
ers. ■ a penetrating mind b : helping people to understand 
something clearly and fully • an author famous for her pene¬ 


trating social commentary ■ a.penetrating account of what re¬ 
ally happened during the crisis 

2 : spreading out deeply or widely ■ penetrating cold ■ flowers 
that give off a penetrating perfume 

3 of sounds : loud and clear and sometimes unpleasant ■ a 
deep, penetrating voice ■ a baby’s penetrating wail 

4 -> People who have penetrating eyes or a penetrating gaze/ 
stare/look make you feel uncomfortable by looking at you in 
a way that makes you feel that they know what you are 
thinking. 1 She transfixed me with a penetrating gaze. 

— pen-e-trat-ing-ly adv ■ a penetratingly sweet aroma 
pen*e-tra-tion /,pena'treijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : the act of going through or into something : the act of 
penetrating something [noncount] Cuts in the skin could 
permit the penetration of bacteria into the body. • the pene¬ 
tration of the CIA by foreign agents ■ the penetration of the 
U.S. market by a foreign company [count] multiple penetra¬ 
tions into enemy territory 

2 [noncount] formal: an ability to understand things clearly 
and fully • a writer who analyzes the underlying causes of the 
recession with great penetration 

pen*e-tra-tive /'pena,treitiv, Brit 'penatrativ/ adj 

1 — used to describe sexual activity in which a man puts his 
penis into another person’s vagina or anus • penetrative sex 

2 [more most ~] formal : able to enter or go through 
something ■ penetrative ammunition 

3 [more most ~] formal: having or showing an ability to 

understand things clearly and fully ■ penetrative insights 

pen friend noun, pi ~ friends [count] Brit : pen pal 
pen-guin /'peggwan/ noun, pi -guins 
[count] : a black-and-white bird that can¬ 
not fly, that uses its wings for swimming, 
and that lives in or near the Antarctic 
pen-i-cil-lin /,pEn3'silan/ noun [noncount] 

: a medicine that is used to kill harmful 
bacteria 

pe-nile /'pi:,naj3l/ adj, always used before a 
noun, formal : of or relating to the penis ■ 
penile dysfunction 

pen*in*SU‘la /pa'nmsala, Brit pa'mnsjala/ 
noun, pi -las [count] : a piece of land that 
is almost entirely surrounded by water and 
is attached to a larger land area ■ They 
built their house on a narrow peninsula. ■ 
the Yucatan Peninsula — see color picture 
on page C7 

— pervin-su-lar /pa'nmsalas Brit pa'mnsjala/ adj, formal ■ 
the culture of peninsular Spain 

pe-nis /'piinas/ noun, pi -nis-es [count] : the part of the 
body of men and male animals that is used for sex and 
through which urine leaves the body 
pen-i-tence /'penatans/ noun [noncount] formal : a feeling 
of deep sadness because you have done something wrong ■ 
Forgiveness requires penitence. 

1 pen-i‘tent /'pcnatant/ adj [more most ~] formal: feeling 
or showing sorrow and regret because you have done some¬ 
thing wrong ■ a penitent [=(more commonly) repentant] sin¬ 
ner ■ a penitent gesture 

2 penitent noun, pi -tents [count] formal : a person who is 
sorry for doing something wrong and asks for forgiveness : a 
penitent person ■ penitents seeking God’s forgiveness 
pen*i‘ten-tial /,pEna'tEnJal/ adj, formal l relating to the 
feeling of being sorry for doing something wrong : relating 
to penitence or penance ■ penitential prayers ■ a penitential 
journey/pilgrimage 

pen-i-ten-tia-ry /,pEna'tEnJari/ noun, pi -ries [count] US 
: prison — often used in the names of prisons ■ Colorado 
State Penitentiary synonyms see 'jail 
pen‘knife /'pen.naif/ noun, pi -knives [count] : a small 
knife with a folding blade : pocketknife 
pen-light /'pen,lait/ /iou/z, p/ -lights [count] : a small flash¬ 
light that looks like a pen 

pen-man-ship /'pEnmanJip/ noun [noncount] formal 

1 : the art or practice of writing by hand ■ My third grade 
teacher thought it was important for us to learn penmanship. 

2 : the quality or style of someone’s handwriting ■ Your poor 
penmanship [=handwriting] makes it hard to read your work. 

pen name noun, pi ~ names [count] : a name used by a 
writer instead of the writer’s real name ■ Samuel L. Clemens 
is better known by his pen name “Mark Twain.” 
pen-nant /'penant/ noun, pi -nants [count] 
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1 : a long, thin, pointed flag ■ pennants waving atop the tow¬ 
er 

2 baseball : the prize that is awarded to the champions of the 
American League and the National League each year ■ The 
Red Sox won the American League pennant in 2004. 

pen-nMess /'penilas/ adj : having no money : very poor ■ a 
penniless vagrant ■ She was unemployed and penniless. 
Penn-syl-va-nia Dutch /.pcnsal'veinja-/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

1 : a group of people originally from Germany who settled 
in Pennsylvania in the 18th century 

2 : a form of German spoken by the Pennsylvania Dutch 
pen»ny /'peni/ noun, pi US pen-nies /'peniz/ or Brit pence 

/'pens/ [count] 

1 a pi pennies : a coin or a unit of money equal to Vioo of a 
dollar : cent b pi pence : a coin or a unit of money equal 
to ‘/ioo of a British pound — abbr. p c pi pence : a British 
coin used before 1971 that was equal to Viz of a shilling — 
abbr. p 

2 a : a small amount of money ■ We got the car for just pen¬ 
nies. [=it didn’t cost very much] ■ When you’re trying to save 
money, every penny helps/counts. [=even a small amount of 
money is important] ■ Our vacation was expensive, but it was 
worth every penny. [=it was worth the entire amount that we 
paid for it] ■ ( chiefly Brit ) He was trying to earn/turn an hon¬ 
est penny. [=eam money for honest hard work] b : the 
least amount of money ■ I didn’t have a penny (to my name). 
[=1 did not have any money at all] 

(a) penny for your thoughts — used to ask what someone 
is thinking about ■ "A penny for your thoughts ?” “Oh, I’m 
just thinking about what I want to do over the weekend.” 
a penny saved 4- The saying a penny saved (is a penny 
earned) means that it is important to save your money. ■ 
Well, you know what they say about a penny saved, 
a pretty penny : a large amount of money ■ That will cost a 
pretty penny. [=that will be very expensive] 
in for a penny, in for a pound Brit — used to say that you 
should finish what you have started to do even though it 
may be difficult or expensive • “If you want to quit. I’ll un¬ 
derstand.” "No, I’m sure we can do this. In for a penny, in 
for a pound." 

not a penny less/more : no less or no more than a certain 
amount of money ■ I’ll do the job for 100 dollars and not a 
penny less. [=1 won’t do the job unless I am paid at least 100 
dollars] ■ I’ll pay you 100 dollars and not a penny more. 
[=I’ll pay you 100 dollars, but I won’t pay you any more 
than that] 

pinch pennies see 'pinch 
ten a penny see ten 

the penny drops Brit, informal — used to say that someone 
finally understands something after not understanding it 
for a time ■ I had to explain it to him three times, but final¬ 
ly the penny dropped. [=he understood the explanation] 
penny—ante adj, US, informal + disapproving : not impor¬ 
tant, valuable, or impressive : small-time ■ a penny-ante 
operation ■ penny-ante politics 

penny arcade noun, pi — cades [count] US : arcade 3 
penny candy noun [noncount] US : candy that costs only a 
few pennies for each piece ■ bags of penny candy 
penny loafer noun, pi ~~ -ers [count] chiefly US : a shoe 
without laces that has a strap with a slit that a penny can fit 
into on the top of the shoe 

pen*ny-pinch-ing /'penijpintfir)/ adj : not wanting to 
spend a lot of money : very careful or too careful about 
spending money ■ a penny-pinching shopper 
— pen*ny—pinctver /'pen^pintj W noun, pi -ers [count] ■ 
Her roommate was a real penny-pincher. 
pen-ny-wise /'peni,waiz/ adj 
penny-wise and/but pound-foolish : careful about small 
amounts of money but not about large amounts — used 
especially to describe something that is done to save a 
small amount of money now but that will cost a large 
amount of money in the future ■ The administration's 
plans to cut funding are penny-wise and pound-foolish. 
pen pal noun, pi ~ pals [count]: a person (such as someone 
in a foreign country) who you exchange letters with even 
though you have never met — called also (Brit) pen friend 
pen pusher noun, pi ~ pushers [count] Brit, informal 
: PAPER PUSHER 

1 pen*sion /'penjan/ noun, pi -slons [count] : an amount of 
money that a company or the government pays to a person 
who is old or sick and no longer works ■ Her pension arrives 


in the mail every month. ■ collect/receive a pension ■ retired 
people living on/off their pensions ■ a job with pension bene¬ 
fits [=a job that pays a pension after a number of years of 
employment] • a pension fund [=money that a company in¬ 
vests in order to earn money to pay pensions] 

2 pension verb -sions; -sloned; -sion-ing 

pension off [phrasal verb] pension (someone) off or pension 
off (someone) chiefly Brit : to allow or force (an employee) 
to leave a job and accept a pension ■ She was pensioned off 
after 35 years with the company. [=she was forced to retire 
after 35 years with the company] 
pen-sion-able /'penjanabal/ adj, always used before a 
noun, chiefly Brit : allowing someone to receive a pension ■ 
The factory offered pensionable employment. [=a job that in¬ 
cludes pension benefits] ■ Her husband had reached pension¬ 
able age. [=her husband was old enough to qualify for a pen¬ 
sion] 

pen-sion-er /'penjana 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] chiefly Brit : a 
person who receives or lives on a pension; especially : a per¬ 
son who receives a government pension ■ an old-age pen¬ 
sioner — compare oap 

pension plan noun, pi ~~ plans [count] : an arrangement 
made with an employer to pay money to an employee after 
retirement ■ I work for this company because they have a 
good pension plan. — called also (Brit) pension scheme 
pen-sive /'pensiv/ adj [more most ~] : quietly sad or 
thoughtful ■ The child sat by himself, looking pensive. ■ a 
pensive young poet ■ a pensive mood/expression/sigh 

— pen*slve-ly adv ■ She stared pensively out the window. 
- pen-sive*ness noun [noncount] 

pen-ta-gon /'p£nta,ga:n/ noun, pi -gons 

1 [count] mathematics : a flat shape that has five sides and 
five comers — see picture at geometry 

2 the Pentagon a : the building in Washington, D.C., that 
is the headquarters of the U.S. Department of Defense ■ The 
genera] attended a meeting at the Pentagon. ■ Pentagon offi¬ 
cials b : the leaders of the U.S. military ■ There was dis¬ 
agreement between the President and the Pentagon over the 
new military budget. 

— pen-tag*o-nal /pen'taeganj/ adj, mathematics • a pentago¬ 
nal shape 

pent*a-gram /'pentajgrasm/ noun, pi -grams [count] : a 
shape that is like a star with five points formed by five 
straight lines and that is often used as a magic or religious 
symbol 

pen-tam*e-ter /'pen'taemata-/ noun [noncount] technical: a 
rhythm in poetry that has five stressed syllables in each line ■ 
a poem written in iambic pentameter 
pen-tath*lon /pen'taeGlan/ noun.pl -Ions [count] : a sports 
contest for men that consists of five different events ■ the 
winner of the Olympic pentathlon 

— pen*tath-lete /pen'taeGJiit/ noun, pi -letes [count] • 
Olympic pentathletes 

Pen«te*COSt /'penti,ka:st/ noun [noncount] : a Christian 
holiday on the seventh Sunday after Easter that celebrates 
the appearance of the Holy Spirit to the apostles — called 
also (Brit) Whit Sunday 

Pen-te*COS*tal /,penti'ka:stl/ adj : of, relating to, or be¬ 
longing to a Christian group that emphasizes the power of 
the Holy Spirit and the authority of the Bible ■ a Pentecostal 
church • Pentecostal beliefs ■ She’s Pentecostal. 
penthouse /'pen^haus/ noun, pi -hous>es [count] : an 
apartment on the top floor or roof of a building ■ a luxurious 
penthouse — often used before another noun ■ a penthouse 
suite/apartment 

pent—up adj : held or kept inside : not released ■ The chil¬ 
dren were full of pent-up energy after the long car ride. • 
pent-up anger/frustration/enthusiasm/excitement 
pen-ul*ti-mate /pi'nAltamat/ adj, always used before a 
noun, formal : occurring immediately before the last one 
: next to the last ■ the penultimate chapter of the book [=the 
chapter that comes before the last chapter] ■ the penultimate 
syllable of the word 

pe-nu-ri-ous /pa'narijas, Brit pa'njuarijas/ adj [more 
most ~] formal : very poor ■ penurious peasants ■ The penuri¬ 
ous school system had to lay off several teachers. 
pen-U-ry /'penjari/ noun [noncount] formal : the state of be¬ 
ing very poor : extreme poverty ■ struggling with penury ■ liv¬ 
ing in penury 

pe-On /'pi:,a:n/ noun, pi -ons [count] 

1 US : a person who does hard or boring work for very little 




1199 


peony • per 


money : a person who is not very important in a society or 
organization ■ The new policy changes affect the whole de¬ 
partment, from the manager down to the office peons. [=the 
lowest paid workers in the office] ■ “Those rich politicians 
don’t care about peons like us,” she complained. 

2 : a poor farm worker especially in Latin America 
pe*0*ny /'pi:j3ni/ noun, pi -nies [count] : a type of plant that 
has large round red, pink, or white flowers; also : the flower 
1 peO*ple /'piipal/ noun 

1 [plural ] a : individual human beings This sense of peo¬ 
ple is the plural of person. ■ We met all sorts of people on the 
trip. ■ rich/poor people ■ The neighbors are nice people. ■ The 
people next door own a dog. b : human beings as a group 
: all or most people ■ He doesn’t care what people think of 
him. [=he doesn’t care what anyone thinks of him] ■ People 
can be really cruel sometimes. ■ People think the coach 
should be fired. ■ She tends to annoy people. • People say it’s 
impossible, but I’m still going to try. 

2 [plural] : a group of people who share a quality, interest, 
etc. ■ a book for young people ■ the American people ■ The 
environmental people [=the people who are interested in pro¬ 
tecting the environment] are against the town’s plan to build 
more houses along the river. ■ city people [=people who live 
in cities] — often used in compounds ■ businesspcopte [=peo- 
ple whose jobs involve business] ■ salespeople 

3 pi peoples [count] : a group of people who make up a 
race, tribe, nation, etc. ■ a people who migrated across the 
Bering Strait ■ the native peoples of Mexico ■ peoples of Asia 

4 a the people : the ordinary people in a country who do 
not have special power or privileges ■ She is well-liked as a 
senator because she listens to the people. • the common peo¬ 
ple • He is a man of the people. [=he is someone who under¬ 
stands or is like ordinary people] b the People US, law — 
used to refer to the government of the U.S. or of a particular 
state in the name of a legal case ■ The People vs. John Doe 

5 [plural] : people who are related to or connected with 
someone: such as a literary : people who are ruled or gov¬ 
erned by someone ■ The queen was loved by her people, b 
somewhat old-fashioned : family members : people you are 
related to ■ She is visiting her people [=folks, family] in Texas. 
■ Where are your people from? c : the people who work for 
you or your company, organization, etc. ■ Our people are 
working hard to restore electricity to the city. 

good people US, informal + old-fashioned : an honest, help¬ 
ful, or morally good person ■ I like him; he’s good people, 
of all people — used to emphasize that a specified person is 
the person you most or least expect to do or know some¬ 
thing ■ You, of all people , should know the answer to this. 
[=1 expect you to know the answer to this] ■ My best friend, 
of all people , betrayed me. [=1 was very surprised that my 
best friend betrayed me] 

2 people verb peoples; peo*pled; peopling [+ obj] formal 

1 of people : to live or be in (a place) — usually used as (be) 
peopled ■ The town is peopled [= inhabited] almost entirely by 
factory workers. ■ a campus peopled with students from 
around the world 

2 : to put people in (something, such as a story) — usually 
used as (be) peopled • The story is peopled with odd charac¬ 
ters. [=the characters in the story are odd] 

people carrier noun, pi —ers [count] Brit : minivan 
people mover noun, pi —ers [count] 

1 US : a vehicle or moving surface that is used to take 
groups of people from one place to another ■ The airport has 
a people mover to bring passengers to the far terminals. 

2 Brit : minivan 

people person noun [singular] : someone who enjoys be¬ 
ing with or talking to other people ■ The company is looking 
for a people person to join their customer service staff, 
people skills noun [plural] : the ability to work with or 
talk to other people in an effective and friendly way ■ Good 
people skills are important in customer service. 

1 pep /'pep/ noun [noncount] somewhat old-fashioned : energy 
or enthusiasm ■ The young teacher was full of pep. 

2 pep verb peps; pepped; pep*ping 

pep up [phrasal verb] informal 1 : to become more lively or 
active ■ The economy has started to pep up in recent 
months. 2 pep (someone or something) up or pep up 
(someone or something) : to cause (someone or some¬ 
thing) to become more lively or active ■ To pep up [-im¬ 
prove, increase] sales, the company is offering a free trial 
subscription for one month. ■ The coach tried to pep the 
team up. 


pep«per /' pcpa*/ noun, pi -pers 

1 [noncount] : a food seasoning that is made by grinding the 
dried berries of an Indian plant along with their hard, black 
covers : black pepper ■ Please pass the salt and pepper. ■ 
freshly ground pepper — see also cayenne pepper, salt- 
AND-PEPPER, WHITE PEPPER 

2 [count] : a hollow vegetable that is usually red, green, or 
yellow and that is eaten raw or cooked ■ The steak was 
served with peppers and onions. ■ Be careful handling hot 
peppers. — see color picture on page C4; see also bell pep¬ 
per, GREEN PEPPER, RED PEPPER, SWEET PEPPER 

2 pepper verb peppers; pep-pered; pep-per-ing [+ obj] 
: to add pepper to (food) ■ You need to pepper the stew more. 
pepper with [phrasal verb] 1 pepper (someone or some¬ 
thing) with (something) : to hit (someone) repeatedly with 
your fists or with objects ■ The boxer peppered his oppo¬ 
nent with punches. ■ The goalie was peppered with shots. — 
often used figuratively ■ The reporters peppered her with 
questions. [=the reporters asked her a lot of questions] 2 
pepper (something) with (something) a : to put a small 
amount of (something) on many different parts of (a sur¬ 
face) — usually used as (be) peppered with ■ His face is pep¬ 
pered with freckles. [=he has freckles on many different 
parts of his face] b : to put something in many places in 
(a story, speech, etc.) ■ She peppered the report with statis¬ 
tics. 

pep*per*COrn / , pepa , ,ko 0 , n/ noun, pi -corns [count] : a 
dried berry from an Indian plant that is ground to make pep¬ 
per 

pep*per*mint /‘pcpa-immt/ noun, pi -mints 

1 [noncount] : a plant that produces an oil that is used espe¬ 
cially to flavor candies 

2 [count] : a candy flavored with peppermint 
pep*per-0-ni /.peps'rooni/ noun [noncount] : a spicy sau¬ 
sage that is usually eaten on pizza 

pepper shaker noun, pi ~ -ers [count] US : a small con¬ 
tainer with holes on top that is used to put small amounts of 
pepper on food — called also (Brit) pepper pot 
pepper spray noun, pi ~ sprays [count, noncount] : a 
substance made from a chemical found in peppers that caus¬ 
es temporary blindness and pain to the nose, throat, and skin 
when it is sprayed on someone ■ The police used pepper spray 
to bring the suspect under control, 
pep-pery /'pepari/ adf [more most ~] 

1 : containing pepper or having the qualities of pepper • a 
peppery soup/salad ■ a peppery flavor/smell 

2 : having a lively, aggressive, or somewhat shocking quality 

■ She’s a peppery, outspoken woman. ■ peppery language 
pep pill noun, pi ~ pills [count] informal : a pill that con¬ 
tains a drug which makes you happier or gives you more en¬ 
ergy for a short period of time 

pep-py /'pepi/ adj pep*pi»er; -est [also more —; most ~] 
chiefly US, somewhat old-fashioned 

1 : full of energy or enthusiasm ■ At 75 years old, he is as 
peppy as ever. ■ a group of peppy cheerleaders ■ The song was 
a peppy little dance number. 

2 : able to move fast ■ a peppy [=zippy] little car 

pep rally noun, pi ~ rallies [count] US : an event before a 
school sports event that is meant to get students and fans ex¬ 
cited and to encourage the team to win ■ The school held a 
pep rally in the gym before the football game.; also : a similar 
event in which speakers try to get a group of people excited 
and enthusiastic about something ■ The mayor gave an in¬ 
spiring speech at the party’s pep rally. 
pep talk noun, pi ~ talks [count] informal : a short speech 
that is given to encourage someone to work harder, to feel 
more confident and enthusiastic, etc. ■ The coach gave the 
team a pep talk before the game. ■ She needs a pep talk. 
pep*tic Ulcer /'peptik-/ noun, pi ~ -cers [count] medical 
: a painful sore inside the stomach or another part of the di¬ 
gestive system 
per /'pa-/ prep 

1 : for each ■ The pay is $12 per hour. [=for every hour you 
work, you will be paid $12] ■ The tickets are $25 per person. 
[=each ticket costs $25] ■ The speed limit is 35 miles per hour. 

■ The car gets 32 miles per gallon. • He averages 15 points per 
game. 

2 somewhat formal : as directed by or stated in : accord¬ 
ing to 1 Per your advice, I accepted their offer. ■ The work 
was done as per according to] your instructions. ■ As per 
usual [=os usual], I paid for our meal. [=1 paid for our meal, 
which is what I usually do] 
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per*am*bU-la*tor /pa'rEembja.leita 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] 
Brit : stroller 

per an*num /pa’senam/ adv, somewhat formal : in or for 
each year ■ She earns $60,000 per annum, [-(more common¬ 
ly) per year, annually ] — abbr. p.a. 
per cap-i-ta /pa'kzepata/ adv : by or for each person ■ What 
is the average income per capita in the state? [=what is the 
average income for people in the state?; how much money 
does each person in the state earn on average?] 

— per capita adj ■ The state’s average per capita income is 
$35,000. 

per*ceive /pa'si:v/ verb -ceives; -ceived; -ceiv-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 formal : to notice or become aware of (something) ■ I per¬ 
ceived [^noticed] that she had been crying. ■ The detective 
perceived [saw] a change in the suspect’s attitude. 

2 : to think of (someone or something) as being something 
stated ■ She perceived herself as an independent woman. = 
She perceived herself to be an independent woman. — often 
used as (be) perceived ■ He is perceived as one of the best play¬ 
ers in baseball. 

— perceived adj ■ a perceived threat [^something that is 
thought of as being a threat] 

percent (t/S) or Brit per cent /pa'sent/ noun, pi US per¬ 
cent or hrit per cent 

1 [count] : one part in a hundred : an amount that is equal to 
one one-hundredth of something ■ The value has increased 
half a percent. ■ several percent — usually used with a num¬ 
ber ■ Thirty percent [=^o] of the class failed the test. ■ Water 
covers more than 70 percent of the Earth’s surface. 

2 [singular] : a part of a whole : portion ■ A large percent 
[=(more commonly) percentage] of their profits comes from 
online sales. 

- percent (US) or Brit per cent adv ■ Gas prices rose 15 
percent. [=15%] ■ I’m 99.9 percent sure that I am right. [=1 
am almost completely sure that I am right] ■ I agree with 
her 100 percent. [=1 agree with her completely] ■ He feels 
100 percent better. [=he feels completely healthy again] 
— percent (US) or Brit per cent adj -1 received a five per¬ 
cent [=5%] increase in my salary. 

per-cent*age /pa'senticfc/ noun, pi -ag-es 

1 [count] : a number or rate that is expressed as a certain 
number of parts of something divided into 100 parts ■ If a 
goalie saves 96 out of 100 shots, his save percentage is 96 per¬ 
cent. ■ The percentages of women completing high school 
and college were 95 percent and 52 percent, respectively. ■ 
Interest rates fell two percentage points. [=interest rates fell 
two percent] 

2 [singular] : a part of a whole : portion ■ What percentage 
of your income do you spend on rent? ■ A large percentage of 
students passed the test. [=most of the students passed the 
test] 

3 [count] : a part or share of the profit earned when some¬ 
thing is sold — usually singular ■ He gets a percentage for ev¬ 
ery car he sells. 

no percentage informal — used to say that something 
should not be done because there is no chance that it will 
produce a good result ■ There’s no percentage in arguing 
with them. They’ll never change their minds. 
per-cen*tile /pa'sen,tajal/ noun, pi -tiles [count] : one of 
100 equal parts that a group of people can be divided into in 
order to rank them ■ She scored in the 95th percentile in 
math. [=she got a higher score in math than 95 percent of her 
classmates] ■ His height and weight are in the 80th percentile 
for boys his age. 

per-cep-ti-ble /pa'septabal/ adj [more most ~]: able to 
be seen or noticed : able to be perceived ■ The sound was 
barely perceptible. ■ There was a perceptible change in the au¬ 
dience’s mood. 

- per-cep-ti-bly /pa'septabli/ adv ■ The size has not 
changed perceptibly in three months. ■ It is perceptibly [-no¬ 
ticeably] cooler this evening. 

per*cep-tion /pa'sepjan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 a [count] : the way you think about or understand some¬ 
one or something — often + of • People’s perceptions of this 
town have changed radically. ■ the public/public’s perception 
of nuclear power — see also self-perception b [non¬ 
count] somewhat formal : the ability to understand or notice 
something easily ■ She shows remarkable perception. 

2 [noncount] somewhat formal : the way that you notice or 
understand something using one of your senses ■ visual/spa¬ 


tial perception — see also depth perception, extrasen¬ 
sory PERCEPTION 

per-cep-tive /pa'septiv/ adj [more most ~] : having or 
showing an ability to understand or notice something easily 
or quickly ■ a perceptive analysis/observation/comment ■ He 
is a very perceptive young man. 

— per-cep-tive-ly adv ■ As one critic perceptively observes, 
the city itself is perhaps the most important character in 
the novel. — per-cep*tive*ness noun [noncount] 

1 perch /'patf/ verb perch*es; perched; perch-ing 

1 [no obf] : to sit on or be on something high or on some¬ 
thing from which it is easy to fall — usually + on ■ Birds of¬ 
ten perch on the ledge outside my window. ■ People perched 
on the railing to get a better view. ■ Their house perches on a 
rocky cliff. 

2 [+ obj] : to put (someone or something) on something high 
or on something from which it is easy to fall ■ People 
perched themselves on the railing [=people sat on the rail¬ 
ing] to get a better view. — usually used as (be) perched • He 
stood there in his coat, a small hat perched on/atop his head. 
• A bird was perched on the telephone wire. ■ Their house is 
perched on a rocky cliff. ■ The castle is perched high in/ 
among the hills of Scotland. 

2 perch noun, pi perches [count] 

1 : something (such as a tree branch) that a bird sits on ■ The 
bird flew down from its perch. 

2 ; a high seat or location ■ The lifeguard watches the swim¬ 
mers from her perch. 

— compare 3 perch 

3 perch noun, pi perch or perches [count, noncount ]: a fish 
that lives in rivers and streams and that is eaten as food 

— compare 2 perch 

per*chance /p^'tfans, Brit pa'tfams/ adv, old-fashioned + 
literary : maybe but not definitely : perhaps ■ “To sleep: per¬ 
chance to dream ...” —Shakespeare, Hamlet 
per-CO«late/ , paka,leit/ver6 -lates; -lat-ed; -lat-ing 

1 [no obj] : to pass slowly through something that has many 
small holes in it ■ The water percolates [-filters, seeps] 
through the sand. ■ Sunlight percolated down through the 
trees. 

2 [no obj] : to spread slowly ■ Rumors percolated throughout 
the town. 

3 : to make (coffee) in a special pot (called a percolator) [+ 
obj] Inhere is nothing like percolating coffee over an open 
campfire, [no obj] Coffee was percolating on the stove. 

4 [no obj] a : to continue for a long time without obvious 
activity ■ The feud percolated [=simmered] for decades, b 
: to develop slowly ■ Ideas are always percolating [simmer¬ 
ing] in my mind. 

per-CO*la-tor /’pakagleita/ noun, pi -tors [count] : a cov¬ 
ered pot that has a narrow tube in the center and that is used 
for making coffee 

per-cus-sion /pa’kAjan/ noun [noncount] : musical instru¬ 
ments (such as drums, cymbals, or xylophones) that you 
play by hitting or shaking ■ He plays percussion for the band. 

■ The marimba is a percussion instrument. ■ The song fea¬ 
tures Tito Puente on percussion. [=Tito Puente plays percus¬ 
sion instruments for the song] ■ The percussion section [=the 
group of musicians who play percussion instruments in a 
band or orchestra] did a great job. 

per*CUS*Sion*ist /pa'kA/amst/ noun, pi -ists [count] : a 
person who plays a percussion instrument 
per*CUS*Sive /pa'kASiv/ adj [more most ~] : of or relat¬ 
ing to a percussion instrument or to the sounds that a per¬ 
cussion instrument makes ■ The song had a punchy, percus¬ 
sive rhythm. ■ The language uses a lot of percussive sounds. 
[=sharp, short sounds that are similar to the sounds some 
percussion instruments make] 

1 per di*em /pa'diijam/ adv, formal : for each day : per day ■ 
Employees will be given $20 per diem for expenses. 

— per diem adj, always used before a noun • a per diem al¬ 
lowance 

2 per diem noun, pi -ems [count] US : an amount of mon¬ 
ey given to someone for daily expenses (such as food or fuel) 

■ He received a $30 per diem for food. 

per*di*tion /pa'dijan/ noun [noncount] old-fashioned : the 
state of being in hell forever as punishment after death 
: damnation ■ sinners condemned to eternal perdition — 
usually used figuratively ■ It’s this kind of selfishness that 
leads down the road/path to perdition. [=that is very danger¬ 
ous or harmful] 

per-e-grine falcon /'peragran-/ noun, pi ~ -cons [count] 
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: a type of hawk that can fly very fast and is sometimes 
trained to hunt — called also peregrine 
pe-remp-to-ry /pa'remptari/ adj [more most ~] formal 

1 — used to describe an order, command, etc., that you 
must obey without any questions or excuses ■ a peremptory 
order/instruction from the court 

2 disapproving : having or showing the insulting attitude of 
people who think that they should be obeyed without ques¬ 
tion : arrogant ■ Her peremptory tone/attitude angered 
me. 

— pe-remp-to-ridy /pa'rcmptarali/ adv 
1 pe«ren-ni«al /pa'renijal/ acjj 

1 of a plant : living for several years or for many years : hav¬ 
ing a life cycle that is more than two years long ■ a perennial 
plant ■ This variety of oregano is perennial. — compare ‘an¬ 
nual, ‘biennial 

2 a : existing or continuing in the same way for a long time ■ 
Hot dogs are a perennial favorite at barbecues. [=people al¬ 
ways like to eat hot dogs at barbecues] b : happening again 
and again ■ Flooding is a perennial problem for people living 
by the river. 

— pe-ren.ni-al-ly adv ■ a.perennially popular restaurant 

2 perermial noun, pi -als [count] : a plant that lives for sever¬ 
al years or for many years : a perennial plant ■ Her garden is 
full of perennials. — compare 2 annual, 2 biennial 

1 perfect /’pafikt/ adj 

1 [more ~y most ~] a : having no mistakes or flaws ■ a per¬ 
fect [-flawless] diamond ■ Your teeth are perfect. • The car is 
in perfect [ =mint] condition. ■ The performance was perfect. ■ 
I’m not perfect [=1 make mistakes], but at least I can admit 
when I’m wrong. ■ He thought he had committed the perfect 
crime. [=a crime that is done so carefully that the criminal 
will never be caught] ■ Yes, you made a mistake, but it’s 
okay; nobody’s perfect. [=everyone makes mistakes] ■ Stu¬ 
dents who have perfect attendance [=who have been present 
at every class] will get 10 extra points. * If you want to be a 
good writer, you should write every day. Remember, prac¬ 
tice makes perfect. [=you become better at something if you 
practice it often] — see also picture-perfect b : com¬ 
pletely correct or accurate ■ She spoke perfect English. • He 
drew a perfect circle. ■ a perfect replica C : having all the 
qualities you want in that kind of person, situation, etc. * 
She’s a perfect baby. She hardly cries and she sleeps through 
the night. ■ His behavior is a perfect example of what not to 
do. ■ In a perfect world [=in the best possible situation], there 
would be no need for weapons. 

2 [more most ~] : exactly right for a particular purpose, 
situation, or person ■ This is a perfect time/place/day to have 
a wedding. ■ Going to the museum was a perfect way to spend 
a rainy day. ■ “Is that a big enough piece of pie?” “Yes, it’s 
perfect , thanks.” ■ You have perfect timing. [=your timing is 
exactly right; you are present, ready, etc., at exactly the right 
time] I just took dinner out of the oven. — often + for ■ I 
found the perfect [=ideal\ gift for you. ■ They are a perfect 


match for each other. ■ That picture is perfect for this room. ■ 
The weather was perfect for a day at the beach. 

3 always used before a noun : complete and total — used for 
emphasis ■ a perfect stranger/fool/angel/gentleman • You 
have a perfect right to be angry. ■ My cat and dog live togeth¬ 
er in perfect harmony. 

2 per-fect /pa-'fekt/ verb -fects; -fect«ed; -fect-ing [+ obf\ 
: to make (something good) perfect or better ■ He needs to 
perfect [=refine] his reading skills over the summer. ■ Scien¬ 
tists are still perfecting [improving] the treatment. 
3 per*fect /'p»fikt/ noun 

the perfect grammar : perfect tense • a verb that is in the 
perfect — see also future perfect, past perfect, 
PRESENT PERFECT 

perfect game noun, pi ~ games [count] baseball : a game 
in which a pitcher does not allow the batters from the other 
team to get a base hit or to get to first base in any other way 
persecution /p^'fekjan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : the state or condition of being perfect [noncount] The 
coach expects perfection from his players. [=expects the play¬ 
ers to make no mistakes] [singular] She has achieved a rare 
perfection in her playing. ■ a perfection of form 

2 [noncount] : the act of making something perfect or better 
: the act of perfecting something — + of • the perfection of 
surgical techniques ■ She is working on the perfection of her 
art. 

3 [noncount] : something that cannot be improved : some¬ 
thing that is perfect ■ The meal was sheer perfection. [=the 
meal was perfect] ■ His poetry is pure perfection. 

to perfection : in a way or to a degree that is exactly right ■ 
The steak was cooked to perfection. [=was perfectly 
cooked] 

perSec-tion«ist /pa^fckjamst/ noun, pi -ists [count] : a 
person who wants things to be done perfectly or who tries to 
do things perfectly ■ I’m a bit of a perfectionist , which makes 
it difficult for me to finish things sometimes. 

— per-fec-tion.ism /p^'fekja.mzam/ noun [noncount] • 
Perfectionism can make it difficult for people to finish 
things—they keep wanting to improve them, 
per-fect-ly /'pa-fiktli/ adv 

1 : in every way : completely — used for emphasis ■ I was 
perfectly willing to help. ■ They are throwing out a perfectly 
good sofa. ■ It is perfectly normal/natural to feel nervous. ■ 
You know perfectly well what I mean. [=you know exactly 
what I mean] • To be perfectly honest, I don’t want to go. ■ 
You are perfectly capable of doing it yourself. ■ The bridge is 
perfectly safe. 

2 [more most ~]: without errors, mistakes, or flaws : in a 
perfect way ■ She sang perfectly. [=she sang without making a 
mistake] ■ The dress fits perfectly. [=the dress is the right size] 
■ The steak was perfectly cooked. ■ a perfectly formed rose 

perfect pitch noun [noncount] music : the ability to cor¬ 
rectly name any musical note that you hear or to sing any 
musical note correctly without help ■ He has perfect pitch. — 
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sometimes used figuratively ■ a designer who has perfect pitch 
for color [=a designer who always chooses the best colors] 

perfect tense noun, pi ~ tens-es [count] grammar : a 
verb tense that is used to refer to an action or state that is 
completed at the time of speaking or at a time spoken of 

per*fid*i*OUS /p^'fidijas/ adj [more most ~] literary : not 
able to be trusted ■ We were betrayed by a perfidious ally. 

: showing that someone cannot be trusted ■ perfidious 
[^treacherous] acts 

per-fi-dy /'pafadi/ noun [noncount] literary : the act of be¬ 
traying someone or something : the state of not being loyal ■ 
They are guilty of perfidy. 

per«fo*rate /'pate.reit/ verb -rates; -rat*ed; -rat-ing [+ 

obj] : to make a hole or a series of holes in (something) ■ 
Cover the bowl with aluminum foil, and then use a fork to 
perforate the foil. 

perforated adj 

1 : having a hole or a series of holes ■ a perforated [= punc¬ 
tured ] eardrum 

2 of paper, cardboard, etc. : having a line of small holes to 
make tearing easy and neat ■ a pad with perforated sheets of 
paper 

per«fo*ra*tion /ipafa'reijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count]: a small hole or series of small holes in paper, card¬ 
board, etc. — often plural ■ The perforations help you tear 
the paper neatly and easily. 

2 medical : a hole in part of the body caused by an accident 
or disease [count] intestinal perforations [noncount] an in¬ 
fection that can cause perforation of the intestine 

per-force /pa^foa*/ adv, formal + literary — used to say that 
something is necessary or must be done ■ They must perforce 
obey the law. 

perform /p»'fo^m/ verb -forms; -formed; -form-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to do an action or activity that usually requires 
training or skill ■ The doctor had to perform surgery immedi¬ 
ately. ■ A team of six scientists performed [= carried out] the 
experiment. ■ He has been unable to perform [^complete, ful¬ 
fill] his duties since the accident. ■ The magician performed 
some amazing tricks. • The gymnasts performed their rou¬ 
tines perfectly. ■ You are required to perform 50 hours of 
community service. ■ The wedding (ceremony) was per¬ 
formed by a justice of the peace. = A justice of the peace per¬ 
formed the wedding (ceremony). ■ You can’t expect me to 
perform miracles. [=to do something that is impossible] 

2 r to entertain an audience by singing, acting, etc. [no obj] 
The band will be performing on the main stage. ■ She’s a won¬ 
derful singer who loves to perform before a live audience. [+ 
obj] The band will perform songs from their new album. ■ 
The class performed the play for the school. ■ He performed 
[=acted] the part/role of Othello. [=he played Othello; he said 
the words and did the actions of the character Othello] 

3 [no obj] — used to describe how effective or successful 
someone or something is ■ The stock market is performing 
well/badly. ■ The engine/computer was performing poorly. ■ I 
perform best under pressure. 

per»for»mance /p^'foaroans/ noun, pi -manc-es 

1 \count] ^ : an activity (such as singing a song or acting in 
a play) that a person or group does to entertain an audience ■ 
This evening’s performance will start at 8 o’clock. ■ The hall 
is usually used for orchestra performances. — sometimes 
used figuratively ■ That tearful apology was quite a 
performance —I almost believed you really were sorry, b 
: the way an actor performs a part in a play, movie, etc. ■ The 
critics loved her performance as the villain. ■ She gave a bril¬ 
liant performance as the villain. [=she played the role of the 
villain brilliantly] 

2 somewhat formal : the act of doing a job, an activity, etc. 
[noncount] the performance of procedures/activities/duties 
[singular] Event planners hope to avoid a repeat performance 
of last year’s problems. [=hope that last year’s problems will 
not happen again this year] 

3 : how well someone or something functions, works, etc. 
: how well someone or something performs [count] A super¬ 
visor will evaluate each employee’s performance. ■ employees 
with strong job performances ■ a student’s academic perfor¬ 
mance ■ The team’s performance last night was poor. [=the 
team performed/played poorly last night] ■ This car had the 
best overall performance. [=this car functioned better than 
all the other cars] ■ How has the company’s stock perfor¬ 
mance been? [=has the value of the company’s stock been in¬ 
creasing/decreasing?] [noncount] She was fired for poor job 
performance. [=she was fired f or doing her job badly] ■ Em¬ 


ployees are given an annual performance assessment/evalua¬ 
tion. ■ The gas additive improves engine performance. ■ an in¬ 
creased level of performance ■ We’ve introduced new 
performance levels/standards. ■ a bicyclist who was disquali¬ 
fied for taking performance-enhancing drugs [=drugs that 
improve your ability to do something] — see also high per¬ 
formance 

4 [ singular ] Brit, informal : an act that requires a lot of time 
and effort ■ Getting to the airport turned out to be a real per¬ 
formance [~ production ] because of the bridge construction, 
performance art noun [noncount] : a type of art that is 
created in front of or presented to an audience by the artist 

— performance artist noun, pi —ists [count] 
per«form«er /pa^'fofrnW noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person (such as an actor or a musician) who acts, sings, 
dances, etc., for an audience ■ The new actress joining the 
troupe is a seasoned performer. 

2 : someone or something that works, functions, or behaves 
in a particular way : someone or something that performs 
well or badly ■ The top five performers of the sales team will 
receive a bonus. ■ The computer is a good performer at a rea¬ 
sonable price. ■ This stock has been a poor performer. 

performing arts noun [plural] : types of art (such as mu¬ 
sic, dance, or drama) that are performed for an audience ■ 
workshops for visual and performing arts — usually used 
with the ■ a high school for the performing arts 
1 per»fume /'p^fjuim/ noun, pi -fumes 

1 : a liquid substance that you put on your body in small 
amounts in order to smell pleasant [noncount] Are you 
wearing perfume ? ■ a bottle of perfume [count] She smelled 
the different perfumes at the store. 

2 [count] : a pleasant smell ■ The perfume [-fragrance, scent] 
of lilies filled the room. 

2 per«fume /p^'fjuim/ verb -fumes; -fumed; -fum-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 literary : to fill or cover (something) with a pleasant smell ■ 
Roses perfumed the air. ■ The meal included a delicate fish 
perfumed with butter and herbs. 

2 somewhat formal : to put perfume in or on (something) ■ a 
time when it was common f or men to perfume their hair 

— per-f umed adj ■ perfumed soap/paper 
per-func-to-ry /pa^fAijktari/ ad) [more most —] formal 

— used to describe something that is done without energy or 
enthusiasm because of habit or because it is expected ■ a per¬ 
functory smile/nod/salute ■ He made/issued a perfunctory 
statement supporting the mayor. 

— per«func«to-ri»ly /p&TAijktarali/ adv ■ She smiled/nod¬ 
ded perfunctorily. 

penhaps /pa^haeps/ adv : possibly but not certainly : may¬ 
be 

Perhaps is a more formal word than maybe. It is used 
when you are talking about an action that might happen 
in the future. ■ Perhaps we’ll meet again. ■ “Will you come 
with us?” “I don’t know. Perhaps.” ■ “Will you come with 
us?” “ Perhaps , perhaps not.” ■ “ Perhaps I’ll come with you 
and perhaps I won’t.” ■ They’re hoping that she’ll perhaps 
change her mind. = They’re hoping that perhaps she’ll 
change her mind. ■ You should hear from them soon, per¬ 
haps even by next week. = Perhaps you’ll hear from them 
by next week. It is also used to suggest something that is 
possibly correct, true, or proper. • Perhaps we should just 
stay here and wait. ■ Perhaps it would be better if you left. ■ 
There were perhaps 10,000 people at the event. ■ The shed 
is 30, perhaps 25, feet long. ■ We waited an hour, perhaps 
more. ■ Perhaps it’s time to think about your future. And 
perhaps can be used to say that one thing is true but that 
something else is also true. • Perhaps it’s not as great as her 
first book, but it’s still worth reading. ■ The instructions 
are still confusing, perhaps, but they’re much better than 
they were before. 

per«i*dOt / l per3,da:t/ noun, pi -dots [count, noncount] : a 
clear, yellowish-green stone that is used in jewelry — see col¬ 
or picture on page Cll 

perbgee /'per^cfei:/ noun [singular] technical : the point in 
outer space where an object traveling around the Earth 
(such as a satellite or the moon) is closest to the Earth 

— compare apogee 

per*il /*peral/ noun, pi -Ms somewhat formal + literary 
1 [noncount] : the possibility that you will be hurt or killed 
or that something unpleasant or bad will happen : danger ■ 
People are unaware of the peril these miners face each day. 
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— usually used in the phrase in peril ■ They put their lives in 
peril. [=in jeopardy] ■ The species is in peril [=(more common¬ 
ly) in danger] of dying out. ■ His career is in peril. 

2 [count] : something that is likely to cause injury, pain, 
harm, or loss : danger ■ She described global wanning as 
“a growing peril." — usually plural ■ the perils of childbirth ■ 
They faced many perils in their journey through the region. 
at your (own) peril — used to say that if you do something 
you should be aware that it is dangerous and that you 
could be harmed, injured, punished, etc. ■ No lifeguard is 
on duty: swim at your own peril. [=at your own risk] ■ Res¬ 
taurants that ignore the smoking ban do so at their peril. 
per-il-OUS /'peralas/ acjj [more most ~] somewhat formal 
+ literary : full of danger : dangerous ■ a perilous journey 
across the mountains ■ The climb was perilous. 

— per-il-ous-ly adv • He leaned perilously over the edge of 
the boat. ■ She came perilously close to drowning. [=she al¬ 
most drowned] ■ The company was perilously close to bank¬ 
ruptcy. 

pe-rim-e-ter /pa'rimatas/ noun, pi -ters 

1 [count] a : the outside edge of an area or surface — often 
+ of ■ The soldiers defended the perimeter of the camp. ■ They 
put up a fence around the perimeter of the yard, b : the to¬ 
tal length of the lines that form a shape — often + of ■ The 
perimeter of the rectangle is 24 inches. 

2 the perimeter basketball : the area on a basketball court 
that is not close to the basket ■ He scored from the perimeter. 

peri-na-tal /.pera'neital/ adj, medical : happening during or 
around the time of birth • The doctor took steps to prevent 
perinatal infection. ■ perinatal death 
1 pe»ri«Od /'pirijad/ noun, pi -Ods [count] 

1 : a length of time during which a series of events or an ac¬ 
tion takes place or is completed ■ We have had two power 
failures in a five-month period. ■ The period between Christ¬ 
mas and New Year’s Eve is a very busy one for us. — often + 
of ■ INvo snowstorms hit the area in a period of one week. • 
There was a brief period of silence. ■ The country is in a peri¬ 
od of economic growth. ■ Scattered showers are expected 
with a few periods of sunshine. ■ We didn’t speak for a long 
period of time. — see also cooling-off period 

2 : a length of time that is very important in the history of 
the world, a nation, etc. ■ We are studying our country’s co¬ 
lonial period. 

3 : a time that is very important in the life of a person ■ Pi¬ 
casso’s Blue Period ■ Children go through many changes dur¬ 
ing the period of adolescence. 

4 a : one of the parts that a school day is divided into ■ I 
have algebra class during third period, b : one of the parts 
that the playing time of a game (such as hockey) is divided 
into ■ He scored a goal in the first period. ■ The score was tied 
after two periods. 

5 US a : a point. used to show the end of a sentence or an 
abbreviation — called also (Brit) full stop b — used in 
speech to emphasize that a decision, command, or opinion 
has been made and will not be changed ■ You are not leaving 
this house, period. ■ I don’t want to talk to her again, period. 

6 : MENSTRUAL PERIOD 

2 period /'pirijad/ adj, always used before a noun : of, relating 
to, or typical of a particular time in history ■ period cos- 
tumes/fumiture ■ a period play 

pe-ri-od-ic /jpiri’aidik/ai#, always used before a noun : hap¬ 
pening regularly over a period of time ■ He takes the car in 
for periodic oil changes. ■ She makes periodic [-regular] pay¬ 
ments to the bank. 

— pe*ri*od-i«caMy /.piri'cudikli/ adv ■ The directory is up¬ 
dated periodically. 

pe-ri-od-i-cal / t p\f\ l adi\&\/ noun, pi-ca\s [count] : a maga¬ 
zine that is published every week, month, etc. ■ She writes 
for a monthly periodical. ■ The library has a large collection 
of scholarly periodicals. 

periodic table noun [singular] chemistry : a list that shows 
the chemical elements arranged according to their proper¬ 
ties 

period piece noun, pi ~ pieces [count] : something (such 
as a play, a movie, or a piece of furniture) that is from, set in, 
or typical of a particular time in history 
peri*pa-tet*ic Aperapa'tetik/ adj, formal: going from place 
to place usually as part of your job ■ She worked as a peripa¬ 
tetic journalist for most of her life. ■ He had a peripatetic ca¬ 
reer as a salesman. 


1 pe.riph*er.al /pg'nfarel I adj 

1 [more most ~] formal : not relating to the main or most 
important part ■ If we focus too much on peripheral issues, 
we will lose sight of the goal. — often + to ■ His role in the 
negotiations was peripheral to the outcome. [=his role in the 
negotiations was not important in deciding the outcome] 

2 computers : connected to a computer but not an essential 
part of it ■ peripheral devices/equipment such as modems 
and scanners 

3 : of or relating to the area that is to the side of the area you 
are looking at ■ He saw in his peripheral vision that a car was 
trying to pass him. 

4 medical: of or relating to the part of the nervous system 
that is separate from the brain and spinal cord ■ peripheral 
nerves ■ the peripheral nervous system 

— pe-riph«er-al«ly adv ■ He was only peripherally involved 
in the sale of the house. [=he played a small part in the sale 
of the house] 

peripheral noun, pi -als [count] computers : a piece of 
equipment (such as a printer, speaker, etc.) that is connected 
to a computer but is not an essential part of it ■ computer pe¬ 
ripherals 

pe-riph-ery /pa'rifari/ noun, pi -er-ies [count] formal: the 
outside edge of an area : the area that surrounds a place or 
thing — often + of • A fence was built around the periphery 
of the site. ■ The factory is located on the periphery of the 
city. — often used figuratively ■ the periphery of society ■ 
There was little we could do as we watched the case unfold 
from the periphery. [=we were not actively involved so there 
was little we could do] 

peri-scope /'per3,skoup/ noun, pi -scopes [count] : a long 
tube that contains lenses and mirrors and that is used to look 
over or around something and especially by a person in a 
submarine to see above the surface of the water 
per-ish /'pen// verb -ish«es; -ished; -ish-ing [no obj] 

1 formal + literary : to die or be killed ■ I’wo people perished 
in the fire. ■ The sailors perished at sea. 

2 formal : to disappear or be destroyed : to cease to exist ■ 
The civilization perished after 500 years. ■ Many ancient lan¬ 
guages have perished over time. 

3 Brit: to slowly break apart by a natural process ■ The rub¬ 
ber will perish with age. 

perish the thought — used to say that you hope that some¬ 
thing does not happen or to say that something will not 
happen ■ Who would take over as goalie if, perish the 
thought , he got injured? ■ What? Me help him out? Perish 
the thought. 

per-ish-able /'penfabal/ adj [more most ~] : likely to 
spoil or decay quickly : not likely to stay fresh for a long 
time if not eaten or used ■ perishable foods 
per-ish-ables /'perijabalz/ noun [plural] : foods that are 
perishable ■ You should store perishables in the refrigerator, 
perished adj, not used before a noun, Brit, informal : very 
cold ■ We were all perished. 
perishing adj, Brit, informal 

1 : veiy cold ■ It is perishing out here. ■ Why don’t we light a 
fire? I am perishing. • a perishing cold day 

2 old-fashioned : very annoying ■ a perishing nuisance 
peri-to-ni-tis /^erata'naitas/ noun [noncount] medical : a 

serious condition in which the covering of the stomach, in¬ 
testines, and nearby organs becomes swollen and infected 
per-i-win-kle ^pen.wiqkal/ noun, pi -win-kies 

1 [count] : a plant with blue or white flowers that spreads 
along the ground 

2 [count, noncount] : a light purplish blue color — called 
also periwinkle blue 

3 [count] : a small snail that lives in the sea and that can be 
eaten 

per-jure /'p^cfca/ verb -jures; -jured; -jur-ing 

perjure yourself law : to tell a lie in a court of law after 
promising to tell the truth : to commit perjury - He per¬ 
jured himself before the court by giving a false testimony. 

— per-jur-er /'p^cfea-r^/ noun, pi -ers [count] 
per-jli-ry /'paK&ari/ noun [noncount] law : the crime of tell¬ 
ing a lie in a court of law after promising to tell the truth • He 
was found guilty of perjury. 

1 perk /'p&k /verb perks; perked; perk-ing 

perk up [phrasal verb] informal 1 a : to become more lively 
or cheerful ■ We perked up when we heard the good news, 
b perk (someone) up or perk up (someone) : to make 
(someone) more lively or cheerful ■ The good news perked 
everyone up. 2 perk (something) up or perk up (some- 
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thing) : to make (something) fresher or more appealing ■ 
The new paint job really perked up the room. 3 chiefly US 
a perk (ears) up or perk up (ears) of an animal : to lift (the 
ears) in a quick or alert way • The dog heard its name and 
perked up its ears. — sometimes used without up ■ The dog 
perked its ears. — often used figuratively of a person ■ I 
perked up my ears [=1 began to listen closely] when I heard 
his name mentioned, b of ears : to be lifted in a quick and 
alert way ■ The dog’s ears perked up. — often used figura¬ 
tively of a person ■ My ears perked up [=1 began to listen 
closely] when she said she knew my brother. 

— compare 2 perk 

2 perk verb perks; perked; perk-ing [no obj ] chiefly US, in¬ 
formal : percolate 3 • Start the coffee perking. — compare 
’perk 

3 perk noun, pi perks [count] 

1 : something extra that someone receives in addition to reg¬ 
ular pay for doing a job — usually plural • The job came 
with several perks , including use of a company car. 

2 : a good thing that you have or get because of your situa¬ 
tion — usually plural ■ One of the perks of being a celebrity 
is that people often want to give you things. 

perky /'p^ki/ adj perk-i-er; -est [also more most ~] in¬ 
formal : lively in manner or appearance ■ a perky teenager ■ 
He hasn’t been his perky self lately. ■ She drove around in a 
perky little car. 

— perk-i-ness noun [noncount] 

1 perm /'pam/ noun, pi perms [count] : a process in which 
someone’s hair is curlod and treated with chemicals so that it 
remains curly for a long time ■ She got a perm last week. 

2 perm verb perms; permed; perm-ing [+ obj] : to make 
(hair) curly for a long time by using chemicals : to give a 
perm to (hair) ■ She got her hair permed at the salon. 

per*ma*frost /'pam3,fra:st/ noun [noncount] technical : a 
layer of soil that is always frozen in very cold regions of the 
world 

1 per»ma»nent /'pamanant/ adj [more most ~] : lasting or 
continuing for a very long time or forever ; not temporary 
or changing • She made a permanent home in this country. ■ 
Prolonged exposure to the sun can cause permanent skin 
damage. ■ The museum’s permanent collection includes 
works of art from the 18th century. ■ The transcripts will 
serve as a permanent record of the proceedings. 

— per-ma-nence /'pamanans/ noun [noncount] ■ the per¬ 
manence of the written word — per-ma-nen-cy /'pa , ma- 
nansi/ noun [noncount] — per-ma-nent-ly adv ■ He was 
permanently banned from the store. 

permanent noun, pi -nents [count] US, old fashioned 
: ’perm 

per-me-able /'pamijabal/ ad) [more most ~] technical 
: allowing liquids or gases to pass through ■ The cell has a 
permeable membrane. ■ permeable limestone 

— per-me-abil-i-ty /,pa*nija'bilati/ noun [noncount] ■ They 
tested the permeability of the fabric. 

per-me-ate /'pa*mi,eit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing formal 
: to pass or spread through (something) [+ obj] The water 
permeated the sand. ■ The smell of baking bread permeated 
the kitchen. ■ A feeling of anxiety permeated the office as we 
rushed to meet the deadline, [no obj] The rain permeated 
through/into the soil. 

per-mis-si'ble Apa'inisabal/ adj, formal : allowed or per¬ 
mitted by laws or rules ■ permissible levels of noise — often + 
to ■ It is not permissible for students to wear hats in school. 

— opposite IMPERMISSIBLE 

per»miS«Sion /pa^raijan/ noun [noncount] : the right or 
ability to do something that is given by someone who has the 
power to decide if it will be allowed or permitted ■ They got/ 
received permission from the city to build an apartment 
complex. ■ The teacher gave me her permission to go home 
early. ■ He asked (for) my permission to paint his room. ■ You 
have my permission. 

per-mis-sive /pa'misiv/ adj [more most ~] often disap¬ 
proving : giving people a lot of freedom or too much free¬ 
dom to do what they want to do ■ permissive parents ■ a per¬ 
missive society ■ Some states have more permissive laws than 
others. 

— per-mis-sive-ness noun [noncount] ■ He sometimes 
takes advantage of the permissiveness of his parents. 

1 per*mit /pa>'mit/ verb -mits; -mit-ted; -mit-ting 

1 [+ obj] a : to allow (something) to happen : to give per¬ 
mission for (something) ■ The judge permitted the release of 
the prisoner. ■ Smoking is not permitted in the building. ■ 


When we arrived at customs we realized we had more than 
the permitted number of items, b : to allow (someone) to 
do or have something ■ He permitted himself one more cook¬ 
ie. — often followed by to + verb • Her parents will not permit 
them to marry. • He was not permitted to serve on the jury. ■ 
(formal ) Permit me to offer my congratulations on your vic¬ 
tory. [=1 would like to congratulate you on your victory] 

2 : to make something possible [no obj] If time permits [=if 
there is enough time left], we can go out to eat later. ■ The 
picnic will be held at the park, weather permitting. [=if the 
weather is good enough to allow it] [+ obj] The new ramp 
permits easier access to the highway. 

2 per»mit /'pa^mit/ noun, pi -mits [count] : an official docu¬ 
ment that shows that a person is allowed to do or have some¬ 
thing ■ He got a fishing/work permit. ■ The city will issue the 
permit. ■ You cannot park here without a permit. ■ A permit is 
required to own a gun. — see also learner’s permit 
per«mu«ta*tion noun, pi -Wons [count] for¬ 

mal : one of the many different ways or forms in which 
something exists or can be arranged — usually plural ■ Com¬ 
puter technology, in all of its permutations , is here to stay. ■ 
Early permutations of the design look nothing like the final 
result. • I have heard various permutations of this theory, 
per-ni-cious /pa^'m/as/ adj [more most ~] formal : caus¬ 
ing great harm or damage often in a way that is not easily 
seen or noticed • More pernicious still has been the accep¬ 
tance of the author’s controversial ideas by the general pub¬ 
lic. • the pernicious effects of jealousy ■ She thinks television 
has a pernicious influence on our children. 

— per-ni-cious-ly adv 

per-nick-e-ty /pa^'mkati/ adj [more most ~j Brit, infor¬ 
mal + disapproving : persnickety 
per-ora*tion /,pera'rei/an/ noun,pi -tions [count] formal 

1 : the last part of a speech 

2 disapproving : a long and dull speech ■ We sat through a 
lengthy peroration on the evils of the government’s policies. 

per*OX'ide /pa , ra:k,said/ noun [noncount] : a chemical that 
is used chiefly to kill bacteria or to make hair lighter in color 

— see also hydrogen peroxide 

perp /'pap/ noun, pi perps [count] US slang : a person who 
commits a crime or does something wrong ■ The victim 
wasn’t able to identify the perp. [= perpetrator ] 
per-pen-dic-u-lar /.papan'dikjala 1 / adj : going straight up 
or to the side at a 90 degree angle from another line or sur¬ 
face ■ a perpendicular line ■ She lives on the street that is per¬ 
pendicular to mine. ■ a perpendicular cliff [=a cliff that goes 
straight up] — compare parallel 

— per-pen-dic-u-lar-ly adv ■ The two cars were parked 
perpendicularly to each other. 

per-pe-trate /'pa-pa,treit/ verb -trates; -trat-ed; -trat-ing 

[+ obj] formal : to do (something that is illegal or wrong) ■ 
The men were planning to perpetrate a robbery. ■ The attack 
was perpetrated by a street gang. ■ He vowed revenge for the 
crime perpetrated on his family. 

— per-pe-tra-tion /iP^pa'treiJan/ noun [noncount] — per- 
pe-tra-tor /'papa.treita 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] ■ The po¬ 
lice caught the perpetrators who robbed the bank. 

per*pet*U*al /pa^'petfawal/a*# 

1 : continuing forever or for a very long time without stop¬ 
ping ■ The region is in a state of perpetual war. ■ He seems to 
have a perpetual grin on his face. ■ 0 humorous ) the perpetual 
student/bachelor 

2 : happening all the time or very often ■ Lack of govern¬ 
ment funding has been a perpetual [-constant] problem for 
the organization. ■ the perpetual demands of parenthood 

— per-pet-u-al-ly adv * The two civilizations were perpetu¬ 
ally at war. 

per-pet-U-ate /pa^petf^weit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing 

[+ obj] formal: to cause (something that should be stopped, 
such as a mistaken idea or a bad situation) to continue ■ He 
perpetuates the myth that his house is haunted. ■ Fears about 
an epidemic are being perpetuated by the media. 

— per-pet-u-a-tion /pa^pctfa'wei/an/ noun [noncount] ■ 
The perpetuation of these lies will not help our cause. 

per-pe-tu-ity /,papa'tu:wati, Brit ,pa:pa'tju:wati/ noun [non¬ 
count] formal : the state of continuing forever or for a very 
long time ■ The land will be passed on from generation to 
generation in perpetuity, [-forever] 
per-plex /pa^'plcks/ verb -plex-es; -plexed; -plex-ing [+ 
obj] : to confuse (someone) very much ■ Her attitude per¬ 
plexes me. = I am perplexed by her attitude. ■ Questions 
about the meaning of life have always perplexed humankind. 
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perplexed /p^’plrkst/ adj [more most : unable to un- 
derstand something clearly or to think clearly : confused • 
He gave her a perplexed look. ■ The explanation left me thor¬ 
oughly perplexed. 

— per.plexeddy /pa^'pleksadli/ adv ■ The boy stared per¬ 
plexedly at the chalkboard. 

perplexing adj [more most ~] : difficult to understand 
: confusing ■ perplexing questions/problems ■ His sudden 
change of attitude is very perplexing. 
per-plex-i-ty /p^'pleksati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : the state of being very confused because 
something is difficult to understand ■ There was a look of 
perplexity on his face. ■ He stared at her in perplexity. 

2 [count] : something that is confusing and difficult to un¬ 
derstand ■ We will never solve all of the perplexities of life. 

per*qui*Site /'pa'kwazat/ noun, pi -sites [count] formal 
: 3 perk ■ Use of the company’s jet is a perquisite of the job. 
per-ry /'peri/ noun, pi -ries [count, noncount ] Brit : an alco¬ 
holic drink made from pears 

per Se /pa^'sei/ adv, formal: by, of, or in itself — used to in¬ 
dicate that something is being considered by itself and not 
along with other things • She feels that there is nothing 
wrong with gambling per se , but she thinks that it should be 
done in moderation. 

per-se*cute /'pa-si.kjuit /verb -cutes; -cut*ed; -cubing [+ 

obj] 

1 : to treat (someone) cruelly or unfairly especially because 
of race or religious or political beliefs ■ The country’s leaders 
relentlessly persecuted those who fought against the regime. ■ 
They were persecuted for their beliefs. ■ a persecuted minori¬ 
ty/people 

2 : to constantly annoy or bother (someone) • He com¬ 
plained about being persecuted [-harassed] by the media. 

— per-se-cu-tion /.pa^si'kjuijan/ noun [noncount] They 
were victims of religious persecution. • He was forced to 
flee the country to avoid persecution, [count] the persecu¬ 
tions of ethnic minorities — per-se-cu-tor /'pas^kjuita 1 / 
noun, pi -tors [count] 

per*se*ver*ance Apa^a'virans/ noun [noncount]: the qual¬ 
ity that allows someone to continue trying to do something 
even though it is difficult ■ His perseverance was rewarded: 
after many rejections, he finally found a job. ■ Perseverance is 
required to perfect just about any skill. 
per*se*vere /.pa-sa'via*/ verb -veres; -vered; -ver-ing [no 
obj] : to continue doing something or trying to do something 
even though it is difficult ■ She persevered in her studies and 
graduated near the top of her class. • Even though he was 
tired, he persevered and finished the race. 

— persevering adj [more most ~] ■ If you are persever¬ 
ing , I am convinced you will find a job. ■ a very determined 
and persevering young woman 

Persian cat /'pa’zan-, Brit 'pa:Jan-/ noun, pi ~ cats [count] 

: a type of cat that has a round head and long, soft fur 
per-sim-mon /pa^'siman/ noun, pi -mons [count] : a small, 
round, orange fruit 

pensist /p^'sist/ verb -sists; -sist-ed; -sist-ing [no obj ] 

1 : to continue to do something or to try to do something 
even though it is difficult or other people want you to stop ■ 
She had turned him down for a date before, but he persisted 
and asked her again. ■ The reporter persisted with his ques¬ 
tioning. ■ If you persist with this behavior, you will be pun¬ 
ished. ■ Must you persist in making that noise? 

2 : to continue to occur or exist beyond the usual, expected, 
or normal time ■ If the pain persists , see a doctor. ■ Doubts 
about the defendant’s story have persisted for some time 
now. ■ Rumors persist that they are dating. 

per-sis-tence /pa^'sistans/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the quality that allows someone to continue doing some¬ 
thing or trying to do something even though it is difficult or 
opposed by other people ■ He admired her dogged persis¬ 
tence in pursuing the job. ■ His persistence in asking for a 
raise was finally rewarded. ■ She has shown a lot of persis¬ 
tence. 

2 : the state of occurring or existing beyond the usual, ex¬ 
pected, or normal time — usually + of m The persistence of the 
rash worried him. 

per*SiS a tent Assistant/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : continuing to do something or to try to do something 
even though it is difficult or other people want you to stop ■ 
We were nagged by a persistent salesman. ■ He is one of the 
government’s most persistent critics. ■ She has been persistent 
in pursuing the job. 


2 : continuing beyond the usual, expected, or normal time 
: not stopping or going away ■ He has been fighting a persis¬ 
tent cold/infection. ■ Flooding has been a persistent problem 
in the area this year. ■ Persistent rumors that the business is 
for sale have alarmed the staff. 

— per*sis-tent*ly adv ■ He has persistently denied the charg¬ 
es. 

persistent vegetative State noun [singular] medical 
: an unconscious state that is the result of severe brain dam¬ 
age and that can last for a very long time 
per-snick-e-ty /pjy'snikati/ adi [more most ~] US, infor¬ 
mal + disapproving : giving a lot of attention to details that 
are minor or not important ■ a persnickety teacher ■ The edi¬ 
tor is persnickety [-(Brit) pernickety] about comma usage. 
per»SOn /'pa^n/ noun, pi people or per*sons [count] 
The plural of person is usually people except in formal or le¬ 
gal contexts, where the plural is often persons. 

1 a : a human being ■ She is a very nice/shy/interesting per¬ 
son. ■ I saw a person standing on the dock. ■ Any person who 
wants a refund must have a receipt. ■ Most people here are 
quite friendly. ■ The tickets are $25 per person. • The person 
at the front desk will be able to help you. ■ The tax break is 
only applicable to persons in a high income bracket. ■ I like 
her as a person, but she is not a very good writer. ■ The dis¬ 
ease is easily transmitted from person to person. — some¬ 
times used in compounds to avoid using man or woman ■ a 
spokesperson ■ salespeople — see also missing person b 
: a person who likes or enjoys something specified ■ Our new 
friends are real party people. [=our new friends like parties] ■ 
I’m just not a city person. [=1 do not like the city very much] ■ 
She’s always been a cat person. [=she likes cats a lot] — see 
also PEOPLE PERSON 

2 pi persons law : the body or clothing of a person especial¬ 
ly when considered as a place to hide things ■ He was arrest¬ 
ed for having a gun on his person without a permit. [=he was 
arrested for carrying a gun without having a gun permit] ■ 
The dogs discovered that the men were hiding drugs about 
their persons. 

in person — used to say that a person is actually present at 
a place ■ The president appeared in person at the ceremo¬ 
ny. ■ They met in person after speaking on the phone. ■ You 
will need to sign for the package in person, 
in the person of formal — used to say that someone is the 
person who does something, provides something, etc. * Re¬ 
lief during the blackout arrived in the person of my broth¬ 
er, who brought flashlights and candles. 

— see also first person, second person, third person 
per*SO*na /p^souna/ noun, pi per*so*nae /p^'souni/ or 

per-so-nas [count] : the way you behave, talk, etc., with 
other people that causes them to see you as a particular kind 
of person : the image or personality that a person presents to 
other people ■ His public persona is that of a strong, deter¬ 
mined leader, but in private life he’s very insecure. ■ The 
band takes on a whole new persona when they perform live. 

— see also dramatis personae, persona non grata 
per*SOn*able /‘pa'sanabal/ adj [more most ~] : friendly 

or pleasant in manner : easy to get along with ■ The hostess 
was very personable. • He is a personable young man. 
per-son-age /'pasanitfe/ noun, pi -ag*es [count] formal 
: an important or famous person ■ The premiere was attend¬ 
ed by no less a personage than the president himself. 
per»SOn»al /'p^sanal/ adj 

1 always used before a noun a : belonging or relating to a 
particular person ■ personal property/belongings ■ This is just 
my personal opinion/preference. ■ I can only tell you what I 
know from personal experience. ■ He added his own personal 
touches to the recipe. ■ We don’t accept personal checks. ■ He 
is a personal friend of mine. ■ She is always concerned about 
her personal appearance. ■ We provide each of our customers 
with personal service. ■ Golf is a personal interest of mine, b 
: made or designed to be used by one person ■ a personal ste¬ 
reo C — used to describe someone whose job involves 
working for or helping a particular person ■ She has her own 
personal chauffeur. ■ the director’s personal assistant ■ a per¬ 
sonal trainer 

2 a [more most —]: relating to a person’s private feelings, 
thoughts, problems, etc. ■ May I ask you a personal question? 
■ That information is very personal , and you have no busi¬ 
ness asking about it. b : relating to the parts of your life 
that do not involve your work or job ■ He doesn’t speak 
much about his personal life. ■ The company car is not for 
personal use. ■ I had to leave work early because I had some 
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personal matters/problems/issues to take care of. ■ Is the let¬ 
ter personal or about business? ■ a personal phone call C — 
used to describe the feelings of two people who know and 
deal with each other ■ We have a close personal relationship. 

■ He is a good boss, but I don’t get along with him on a per¬ 
sonal level. 

3 [more most ~J: relating to a particular person’s charac¬ 
ter, appearance, opinions, etc., in a way that is offensive or 
hurtful ■ His speech included some personal remarks about 
me that I found offensive. ■ He took her comment as a per¬ 
sonal insult. ■ It’s nothing personal [=1 don’t mean to offend 
you], but I’d rather not talk to you about it. ■ Mothingperson¬ 
al, but why are you still friends with him? ■ Let’s not get per¬ 
sonal here. 

4 always used before a noun : done by a particular person in¬ 
stead of by someone else who is working or acting for that 
person ■ The mayor made a personal appearance at the cere¬ 
mony. • I shall give the matter my (own) personal attention. 

5 always used before a noun : relating to a person’s physical 
body or health ■ It’s important to practice good personal hy¬ 
giene. ■ personal care products 

personal ad noun, pi ~ ads [count] : a short message in a 
special section of a newspaper, magazine, etc., that is written 
by someone who is interested in forming a friendly or ro¬ 
mantic relationship with someone else 
personal column noun 
the personal column Brit: personals 
personal computer noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a small 
computer designed for use by one person at home or in an 
office — called also PC 

personal digital assistant noun, pi ~ -tants [count] 

: pda 

personal foul noun, pi ~ fouls [count] basketball : a foul 
that involves physical contact with an opponent — compare 
TECHNICAL FOUL 

per»SOn«al*i*ty /.pwsa'nselati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 : the set of emotional qualities, ways of behaving, etc., that 
makes a person different from other people [count] He has a 
very pleasant/strong personality. • We all have different per¬ 
sonalities. ■ There was a clash of personalities [=a disagree¬ 
ment between people with different personalities] in the of¬ 
fice. [noncount] The psychiatrist considered behavior as 
well as personality before prescribing a treatment. — often 
used before another noun ■ personality disorders/traits 

— see also split personality 

2 a [noncount] : attractive qualities (such as energy, friendli¬ 
ness, and humor) that make a person interesting or pleasant 
to be with ■ He has lots of personality, b : attractive quali¬ 
ties that make something unusual or interesting ■ He wants 
to buy a car that has personality. ■ The city lacks personality. 

3 [count] a : a person who is famous ■ She has met many 
television personalities. ■ a sports/radio personality b : a 
person who is unusual or different from other people in a 
noticeable way ■ He was an influential personality in genetic 
engineering. 

cult of personality or personality cult : a situation in 
which a public figure (such as a political leader) is deliber¬ 
ately presented to the people of a country as a great person 
who should be admired and loved 
per*SOn*al*ize also Brit per-son*al-ise /'pasana^aiz/ verb 
-iz*es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to mark (something) in a way that shows it belongs to a 
particular person — usually used as (be) personalized ■ The 
stationery was personalized with her initials. 

2 : to change or design (something) for a particular person 

— usually used as (be) personalized ■ The computer program 
can be personalized to fit your needs. 

— personalized also Brit personalised adj - The children 
have personalized towels with their names sewn in. ■ You 
can receive personalized service at the salon. ■ a personal¬ 
ized license plate 

per«SOn»aHv /'pasanali/ adv 

1 — used to say that something was done or will be done by 
a particular person and not by someone else ■ He said he 
would attend to the matter personally. ■ I personally ap¬ 
proved the changes. • She personally replied to my letter. 

2 — used to say that someone knows a person or thing from 
personal experience and not because of someone else ■ “Do 
you know him personally?" “No, but my friend does.” 

3 : in a way that involves a particular person and no one else 

■ You will be held personally responsible for any losses or 
damages. ■ The player was personally criticized by his coach. 


■ He blamed me personally for causing the problem. ■ I was 
personally offended by the article. 

4 : in a way that relates to a particular person and is offen¬ 
sive or hurtful ■ He didn’t mean it personally. ■ Don’t take my 
comments personally. 

5 — used to say what your opinion is ■ Personally , I liked the 
first version more. = I personalty liked the first version more. 

6 : in a way that involves someone’s personal life rather than 
someone’s work or job ■ I knew him both personally and pro¬ 
fessionally. 

personal pronoun noun, pi ~ -nouns [count] grammar 
: a pronoun (such as I, you, they, or it) that is used to refer to 
a specific person or thing 
per-son-als /'pasanalz/ noun 
the personals US : a special section of a newspaper, maga¬ 
zine, etc., where people can place short personal messages 
(called personal ads) — called also (Brit) the personal col¬ 
umn 

personal space noun [noncount] : the amount of space 
between you and another person that makes you feel com¬ 
fortable being near that person ■ You are invading my per¬ 
sonal space. 

per«SO*na non gra*ta /pa',soun3,na-.n , gra:t3/ noun [non¬ 
count] : someone who is not accepted or welcome by other 
people ■ His shocking book about the movie industry has 
made him persona non grata in Hollywood. 
per*SOn*i*f i*ca*tion /pa^sainafa'keijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] a : a person who has a lot of a particular quality 
and who is the perfect example of someone who has that 
quality — often + of ■ Your father is the personification of 
kindness and generosity. [=he is very kind and generous] ■ He 
is the personification of evil, b : an imaginary person that 
represents a thing or idea — often + of ■ Uncle Sam is the 
personification of the U.S. government. 

2 : the practice of representing a thing or idea as a person in 
art, literature, etc. [noncount] the use of personification in a 
story [count] a personification of justice as a woman with 
her eyes covered 

per*SOn*i*fy /pa^sainsifai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy«ing [+ obj] 

1 : to have a lot of (a particular quality) : to be the perfect 
example of a person who has (a quality) ■ She personifies 
kindness. = She is kindness personified. [=she is a very kind 
person] 

2 : to think of or represent (a thing or idea) as a person or as 
having human qualities or powers ■ The ancient Greeks per¬ 
sonified the forces of nature as gods and goddesses. ■ Justice 
is personified as a woman with her eyes covered. 

per-son-nel Apa'sa'nel/ noun, pi personnel 

1 [plural] : the people who work for a particular company or 
organization ■ Over 10,000 military personnel were stationed 
in the country. ■ They’ve reduced the number of personnel 
working on the project. ■ medical/security/administrative 
personnel 

2 [noncount] : a department within a company or organiza¬ 
tion that deals with the people who work for it: human re¬ 
sources ■ Talk to personnel if you have any questions about 
your health insurance. ■ She’s the director of personnel. — 
often used before another noun ■ the personnel director/ 
manager/department 

personnel carrier noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a vehicle with 
thick, strong walls that is used for transporting military 
workers and their equipment ■ armored personnel carriers 
person-to-person adj : involving two people or going 
directly from one person to another person ■ person-to- 
person communication • person-to-person meetings ■ a 
person-to-person phone call 

— person—to—person adv • The reporter talked person-to- 
person with the hostage, 
perspective /p^'spektiv/ noun, pi -tives 

1 : a way of thinking about and understanding something 
(such as a particular issue or life in general) [count] He 
helped us see the problem from a new perspective. [=angle, 
point of view] ■ The story is told from the perspective of a teen¬ 
age boy in the 1940s. ■ marriage as seen from a male/female 
perspective ■ From an economic perspective, the policy has 
some merit. ■ a critique of the war from a historical perspec¬ 
tive — often + on ■ My grandmother has a surprisingly mod¬ 
em perspective [=outlook] on life. ■ They had totally different 
perspectives on the war. [noncount] He had a complete 
change of perspective after his illness. 

2 [noncount] a : a condition in which a person knows 
which things are important and does not worry or think 
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about unimportant things ■ He had lost all sense of perspec¬ 
tive and believed that his life was ruined. — often used after 
in or into ■ She helped him put his life in proper perspective. • 
Seeing how difficult their lives are has really put my prob¬ 
lems into perspective, b : the ability to understand which 
things are truly important and which things are not ■ Try to 
keep/maintain your perspective and not get too worried 
about it. ■ I was trying to gain some perspective on the things 
that I learned in college. [=1 was deciding which things were 
important and which things were not] 

3 [count] : the angle or direction that a person uses to look at 
an object ■ She drew the building from several different per¬ 
spectives. ■ From this perspective , the city looks peaceful. 

4 [noncount] : a way of showing depth or distance in a paint¬ 
ing or drawing by making the objects that are far away 
smaller and making the objects that are closer to the viewer 
larger ■ I admire her use of perspective in her paintings. ■ a 
drawing done in perspective = a perspective drawing 

Per-Spex /'pa^spcks/ trademark, Brit — used for a type of 
clear plastic 

per-Spi-Ca-CioUS /,pasp3'keij3s/a*# [more most ~] for¬ 

mal : having or showing an ability to notice and understand 
things that are difficult or not obvious ■ She considers herself 
a perspicacious [=shrewd, astute] judge of character. ■ The 
critic made some perspicacious [=insigh(ful\ observations 
about the film. 

— per-spi-ca-cious*ly adv - per-spi-cac-idy /.paspa- 
'kaesati/ noun [noncount] ■ her intellectual perspicacity 

per*Spi*ra*tion ApaspaVeiJan/ noun [noncount] somewhat 
foimal 

1 : the clear liquid that forms on your skin when you are hot 
or nervous : sweat ■ She wiped the perspiration from her 
forehead. 

2 : the act or process of perspiring ■ Drink plenty of water to 
replace the liquid lost by perspiration. [= sweating] 

per*spire /p^'spaja/ verb -spires; -spired; -spirting [no 
obj] somewhat formal : to produce a clear liquid from your 
skin when you are hot or nervous : sweat ■ I was nervous 
and could feel myself start to perspire. ■ She ran two miles 
and wasn’t even perspiring. 

per«suade /p^'sweid/ verb -suades; -suad-ed; -suad- 

ing [+ obj] 

1 : to cause (someone) to do something by asking, arguing, 
or giving reasons ■ He persuaded his friend to go back to 
school. ■ She couldn’t be persuaded to go. ■ He would not let 
himself be persuaded into buying the more expensive stereo. 
■ I am not easily persuaded. — compare dissuade 

2 : to cause (someone) to believe something : convince ■ 
They persuaded us that we were wrong. - He persuaded him¬ 
self that he had made the right choice. 

per*SLia*Sion /p^'swei33n/ noun, pi -sions 

1 [noncount] : the act of causing people to do or believe 
something : the act or activity of persuading people • It 
would take a lot of persuasion to get him to agree to such an 
offer. • Most kids don’t need much persuasion to use com¬ 
puters. ■ Many voters are still open to persuasion. [=many 
voters can still be persuaded to change their opinions] ■ She 
used her powers of persuasion [=her ability to persuade peo¬ 
ple] to convince them to buy the house. 

2 [count] formal : a particular type of belief or way of think¬ 
ing ■ an individual’s religious/moral persuasion ■ people of all 
different persuasions — sometimes used humorously to refer 
to a particular type of person or thing ■ artists of the female/ 
feminine persuasion [=artists who are women] 

per*sua-sive /pa^'sweisiv/ adj [more most ~] : able to 
cause people to do or believe something : able to persuade 
people ■ We weren’t shown any persuasive evidence that he 
had committed the crime. ■ a very persuasive [convincing] 
argument ■ a persuasive salesman 

— per-sua-sive-ly adv ■ She argues persuasively that the 
drug should be legal. — per*sua>sive«ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

pert /'par/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : having or showing confidence and a lack of respect or se¬ 
riousness especially in an amusing or appealing way — used 
especially to describe girls or young women ■ a lively and 
pert young actress ■ He laughed at the girl’s pert answer. 

2 : small and attractive ■ a pert little hat ■ a pert bottom/nose 

— pert-ly adv ■ She winked at him pertly and smiled, 
per-tain /p»*tein/ verb -tains; -tained; -tainting [no obj] 

formal : to relate to someone or something : to have a con¬ 
nection to a person or thing ■ The law pertains [applies] only 


to people who were bom in this country. ■ The questions per¬ 
tained to [=the questions were about] the role of religion in 
society. ■ books pertaining to the country’s history 
per*ti*nent /'pa^tanant/ adj [more most ~] formal : relat¬ 
ing to the thing that is being thought about or discussed 
: relevant ■ a pertinent question ■ His comments weren’t 
pertinent (to the discussion). 

— per-ti-nence /'pa^tanans/ noun [noncount] ■ the pertinence 
[-relevance] of the question — per-tl-nentdy adv 

per-turb /potato/ verb -turbs; -turbed; -turb-ing [+ obj] 

: to cause (someone) to be worried or upset - It perturbed 
him that his son was thinking about leaving school. 

— perturbed adj [more most ~] ■ She was so perturbed 
that she forgot to say goodbye. ■ perturbed behavior ■ He 
looked very perturbed when he heard the news. 

per-tur*ba-tion /^a^a'beijan/noww, pi -tions 

1 technical : a change in the normal state or regular move¬ 
ment of something [count] a perturbation in the planet’s or¬ 
bit [noncount] gravitational perturbation 

2 [noncount] formal : the state of being worried or upset ■ 
mental/emotional perturbation 

per-tUS-sis /p»'tAsas/ noun [noncount] medical : whoop¬ 
ing cough 

pe*ruse /pa'ru:z/ verb -rushes; -rused; -rus-ing [+ obj] 
formal 

1 : to look at or read (something) in an informal or relaxed 
way ■ Would you like something to drink while you peruse 
[=look over] the menu? ■ He perused the newspaper over 
breakfast. 

2 : to examine or read (something) in a very careful way ■ 
She perused [=studied] the lists closely. 

— pe*rus*al /pa'ru:zal/ noun, pi -als [count] — usually sin¬ 
gular ■ a quick perusal of the menu ■ Here is the list of 
guests for your perusal, [noncount] This book deserves 
careful perusal. 

perv /'perv/ noun, pi pervs [count] slang : pervert 
per-vade /p^'veid/ verb -vades; -vad-ed ; -vad*ing [+ obj] 
formal : to spread through all parts of (something) ■ A sense 
of excitement pervaded the room. [=everyone in the room 
felt excited]: to exist in every part of (something) ■ A feeling 
of great sadness pervades the film. ■ Art and music pervade 
every aspect of their lives. 

per-va-sive /pa-'veisiv/ adj [more most —] : existing in 
every part of something : spreading to all parts of something 
■ a pervasive odor ■ the pervasive nature of the problem ■ tele¬ 
vision’s pervasive influence on our culture 

— per-va*sive*ly adv - per-va-sive-ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

per-verse /p^'v^s/ adj [more most ~]: wrong or differ¬ 
ent in a way that others feel is strange or offensive ■ their per¬ 
verse cruelty to animals ■ She has a perverse fascination with 
death. • He seems to take perverse pleasure/delight in making 
things as difficult as possible. ■ His friends all enjoy his per¬ 
verse sense of humor. ■ Is this some kind of perverse joke? • 
perverse [-perverted] sexual desires 

— per-versedy adv ■ The movie was perversely amusing. 
per*ver*sion /p^'v^an/ noun, pi -sions 

1 : sexual behavior that people think is not normal or natu¬ 
ral [count] sexual perversions [noncount] sexual perversion 

2 a [count] : something that improperly changes something 
good ■ perversions of the truth ■ The judge's decision was a 
perversion of justice. [=was very unjust] b [noncount] : the 
process of improperly changing something that is good ■ 
They fought against perversion of the health-care system. 

per-ver*si-ty /pa^'vasati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : the quality of being wrong or different in a 
strange or offensive way : a perverse quality ■ The sheer per¬ 
versity of her actions is shocking. ■ sexual perversity [= perver¬ 
sion ] ■ acting out of stubborn perversity [=a feeling of not 
wanting to do what other people want or expect] 

2 [count] : something that is wrong or perverse ■ sexual per¬ 
versities — often + of m It is one of the many perversities of the 
system. 

’per-vert /p^'vat/ verb -verts; -vert-ed; -verging [+ obj] 

1 : to change (something good) so that it is no longer what it 
was or should be ■ people who pervert their religion to sup¬ 
port violence ■ They perverted the truth to help further their 
careers. 

2 : to cause (a person or a person’s mind) to become immor¬ 
al or not normal ■ movies that pervert the minds of young 
people by glorifying violence 

pervert justice or pervert the course of justice Brit : to 
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try to stop the police from learning the facts about a crim¬ 
inal case ■ She was convicted of perverting justice [=(l£S) ob¬ 
structing justice] for lying to the police. 

2 per-vert /'pa'gva*/ noun, pi -verts [count] : a person whose 
sexual behavior is considered not normal or acceptable 
per-vert-ed /pa^'va-tad/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : having or showing sexual desires that are considered not 
normal or acceptable ■ perverted minds ■ perverted criminals ■ 
perverted behavior 

2 : not considered normal or acceptable : perverse ■ per¬ 
verted logic ■ He took a perverted pleasure/delight in watch¬ 
ing them suffer. 

pe-se-ta /pa'seita/ noun, pi -tas [count] : the basic unit of 
money of Spain until 2002 

pes-ky /'peski/a# pes«ki»er; -est US, informal : making 
someone annoyed or irritated ■ I’ve been trying to get rid of 
this pesky cold for weeks. • pesky insects ■ pesky reporters 
pe-SO /'peisou/ noun, pi pe*sos [count] : the basic unit of 
money of several Latin-American countries and the Philip¬ 
pines; also : a coin or bill representing one peso 
pes-si-mism /'pesainuzam/ noun [noncount] : a feeling or 
belief that bad things will happen in the future : a feeling or 
belief that what you hope for will not happen ■ She has ex¬ 
pressed pessimism over the outcome of the trial. [=she thinks 
the outcome will be bad] ■ Although the economy shows 
signs of improving, a sense of pessimism remains. • He ex¬ 
pressed his pessimism about politics and politicians. [=his be¬ 
lief that politics and politicians are generally bad] — op¬ 
posite OPTIMISM 

pes-si-mist /'pesamist/ noun, pi -mists [count] : a person 
who usually expects bad things to happen ■ Stop being such a 
pessimist. Not everything is wrong with the world. — op¬ 
posite OPTIMIST 

pes-si-mis*tic /,pesa'mistik/ adj [more most —]: having 

or showing a lack of hope for the future : expecting bad 
things to happen ■ I’m pessimistic about our chances of win¬ 
ning. [=1 don’t think we’ll win] • Most doctors were pessimis¬ 
tic that a cure could be found. ■ The film gives a very pessi¬ 
mistic view of human nature. ■ He has an extremely negative 
and pessimistic attitude. — opposite optimistic 

— pes-si-mis-ti-cal-ly Apesa'mistikli/ adv ■ He spoke pessi¬ 
mistically about the country’s future. 

pest /'pest/ noun, pi pests [count] 

1 : an animal or insect that causes problems for people espe¬ 
cially by damaging crops ■ These insects/birds are pests for 
farmers. ■ agricultural/garden pests ■ mice and other house¬ 
hold pests — often used before another noun ■ pest control/ 
management 

2 informal : a person who bothers or annoys other people ■ 
You’re being a real pest. Would you leave us alone, please? 

pes-ter /'pesta/ verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing [+ obj] : to an¬ 
noy or bother (someone) in a repeated way ■ His mother’s al¬ 
ways pestering [= harassing ] him (with questions) about his 
love life. ■ Leave me alone! Stop pestering me! 
pes-ti’Cide /'pesta,said/ noun, pi -cides [count, noncount] 
: a chemical that is used to kill animals or insects that dam¬ 
age plants or crops 

pes-ti-lence /'pestalans/ noun, pi -lenc-es literacy : a dis¬ 
ease that causes many people to die [noncount] After years 
of war and pestilence, few people remained in the city. 
[count] — usually singular ■ a deadly pestilence 
pes-tle /'pesal/ noun, pi pestles [count] : a hard tool with a 
rounded end that is used for pounding or crushing substanc¬ 
es (such as medicines) in a deep bowl (called a mortar) 
pes-tO /'pestou/ noun [noncount] : an Italian sauce that is 
made especially of fresh basil, garlic, oil, and grated cheese ■ 
Top the bread with pesto. 

1 pet /'pet/ noun, pi pets [count] 

1 : an animal (such as a dog, cat, bird, or fish) that people 
keep mainly for pleasure ■ He caught a snake and kept it as a 
pet for several years. ■ No pets (are) allowed. ■ An orange cat 
named Alex was our first family pet [=a pet kept by a family] 

— often used before another noun • pet food ■ a pet store ■ a 
pet dog/cat 

2 Brit — used to address someone in a loving or friendly way 
■ What’s the matter ,pet7 [=darling] 

— see also teacher’s pet 

2 pet adj, always used before a noun : very interesting or impor¬ 
tant to a particular person ■ The mayor’s pet project has been 
the construction of a new high school. * I have my own pet 
[=favorite] theory about that. ■ a politician’s pet causes/issues 


3 pet verb pets; pet-ted; pet-ting 

1 [+ obj] : to touch (a cat, dog, child, etc.) with your hand in 
a loving or friendly way ■ My dog loves to be petted. 

2 [no obj] informal : to kiss and touch someone in a sexual 
way ■ There was some heavy petting going on at the party. 

pet«al /'petj/ noun, pi -als [count] : one of the soft, colorful 
parts of a flower ■ rose petals ■ flowers with pink and white 
petals — see picture at flower 
pe-tard /pa'taad/ noun 

hoist by/on/with your own petard : hurt by something 
that you have done or planned yourself : harmed by your 
own trick or scheme ■ a politican who has been hoist by his 
own petard 

pe-ter /'pi.ta/ verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing 
peter out [phrasal verb] informal : to gradually become 
smaller, weaker, or less before stopping or ending ■ Their 
romantic relationship petered out after the summer. ■ Inter¬ 
est in the sport is beginning to peter out. 
pet hate noun, pi ~ hates [count] Brit : pet peeve 
pe-tit bour-geois /pa'ti.buas'wa:/ noun, pi petit bour¬ 
geois [count] often disapproving : a member of the petite 
bourgeoisie — called also petty bourgeois 
pe-tite /pa'tiit J adj [more —; most ~] : having a small and 
thin body — usually used to describe a woman or girl ■ She’s 
petite and has short black hair. ■ a petite young woman ■ 
clothes in petite sizes [=sizes that fit petite women] 
petite bourgeoisie noun 

the petite bourgeoisie : a social class that is between the 
middle class and the lower class : the lower middle class • a 
member of the petite bourgeoisie — called also the petty 
bourgeoisie 

pe-tit four /,peti'foa/ noun, pi pe-tits fours or petit 
fours /,peti'foaz/ [count]: a very small cake that is decorat¬ 
ed with frosting 

1 pe-ti'tion /pa'ti/an/ noun, pi -tions [count] 

1 : a written document that people sign to show that they 
want a person or organization to do or change something ■ 
They collected 2,000 signatures on a.petition demanding that 
women be allowed to join the club. • Would you like to sign 
our petition ? 

2 a : a formal written request made to an official person or 
organization ■ We presented a petition to the legislature to 
change the law. b law : a formal written request to have a 
legal case decided by a court ■ She filed a petition for divorce. 
■ They’ve denied your petition. [=the court will not hear your 
case] 

3 formal : a prayer or request to God or to a very powerful 
person or group ■ We ask you to hear our petition. 

2 petition verb -tions; -tioned; -tion-ing : to ask (a person, 
group, or organization) for something in a formal way [+ 
obj] The organization petitioned the government to investi¬ 
gate the issue. ■ All people had the right to petition the king 
for help, [no obj] She petitioned to join their club. — often + 
for ■ The students petitioned for permission to wear hats in 
school. 

pe-ti-tion-er /pa'ti/ana-/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who creates a petition or signs a petition in or¬ 
der to change or ask for something ■ We have the signatures 
of over 300 petitioners. 

2 law : a person who asks to have a legal case decided by a 
court ■ The petitioner is trying to have the Supreme Court 
overrule the decision. 

pet-it larceny /'peti-/ noun [noncount] US, law : the crime 
of stealing something that does not have a high value — 
called also petit theft, petty larceny, petty theft; compare 

GRAND LARCENY 

pet-it theft /'peti-/ noun [noncount] US, law : petit larce¬ 
ny 

pet name noun, pi ~ names [count] : a name that a person 
uses for someone to show love or affection ■ His pet name for 
her is “Sweet Pea.” 

pet peeve noun, pi ~ peeves [count] US : something that 
annoys or bothers a person very much ■ One of my biggest 
pet peeves is people driving too slowly on the highway. — 
called also (Brit) pet hate 

pe-trel /'petrol/ noun, pi -trels [count] : a bird that has long 
wings and usually dark feathers and that lives mainly on the 
ocean 

Pe-tri dish /'pi:tri-/ noun, pi ~ dishes [count] : a small, 
shallow dish that has a loose cover and that is used in scien¬ 
tific experiments especially for growing bacteria 
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petrified acii 

1 : very afraid or frightened of something : unable to move 
or act because you are afraid ■ “Are you afraid?” “I’m not 
just afraid. I’m petrified .” ■ We were petrified with fear. 

2 — used to describe something (such as wood) that has 
slowly changed into stone or a substance like stone over a 
very long period of time ■ petrified wood ■ the petrified bones 
of a fish • a petrified forest 

pet-ri-fy /'petre,fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to make (someone) very afraid ■ It petrifies [terri¬ 
fies] me to think of how close we came to dying. 

2 technical : to slowly change (something, such as wood) 
into stone or a substance like stone over a very long period 
of time [+ obj ] the processes that petrify wood [no obj ] The 
dead tree petrified into stone. 

pet*ro*chem*i>cal Apetrou'kemikal/ noun, pi -cals 
[count] technical : a chemical that is made from petroleum 
or natural gas 

pet-rol /'petrel/ noun [noncount] Brit : gasoline 
petrol bomb noun, pi ~ bombs [count] Brit : molotov 
cocktail 

pe*tro*leum /pa'troulijam/ noun [noncount] : a kind of oil 
that comes from below the ground and that is the source of 
gasoline and other products 

petroleum jelly noun [noncount] : an oily substance that is 
made from petroleum, has no taste or odor, and is used espe¬ 
cially in products that are rubbed on the skin to help heal a 
wound, reduce pain, etc. 

petrol Station noun, pi ~ -tlons [count] Brit : gas sta¬ 
tion 

pet*ti*COat /'peti,kout/ noun, pi -coats [count]: a skirt that 
a woman or girl wears under a dress or outer skirt 
pet*ti-fog-ging /'pEti,fa:gH3/ adj, old-fashioned : worrying 
too much about details that are minor or not important ■ pet¬ 
tifogging lawyers 

petting ZOO noun, pi ~ ZOOS [count] US : a collection of 
animals that children can touch and feed 
pet-ty /'peti/ adj pet-ti-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 a : not very important or serious • Let’s not waste time ar¬ 
guing over petty [=trivial] details. ■ petty [=minor] crimes ■ a 
petty official [=an official who is not important and has little 
power] b : relating to things that are not very important or 
serious ■ a petty argument about grammar ■ petty jealousy C 
: committing crimes that are not very serious ■ petty crimi- 
nals/thieves/crooks 

2 : treating people harshly and unfairly because of things 
that are not very important ■ a small-minded, petty person ■ 
My behavior was petty and stupid. I apologize. 

— pet-ti-ness /'petinas/ noun [noncount] ■ the pettiness of 
their concerns 

petty bourgeois noun, pi petty bourgeois [count] 

: PETIT BOURGEOIS 

petty bourgeoisie noun [noncount] : petit bourgeoi¬ 
sie 

petty cash noun [noncount] : a small amount of money that 
is kept in an office in order to pay for small items 
petty larceny noun [noncount ]: petit larceny 
petty Officer noun, pi ~ -cers [count] : an officer with a 
low rank in the Navy or U.S. Coast Guard 
petty theft noun [noncount] : petit larceny 
pet'U'lant /'pctfalant/ adj [more most ~] disapproving 
: having or showing the attitude of people who become an¬ 
gry and annoyed when they do not get what they want ■ a 
petulant child ■ Her tone was petulant and angry. 

— pet-u-lance /'petfalans/ noun [noncount] — petulant¬ 
ly adv 

pe-tu-nia /pi'tumja/ noun, pi -nias [count] : a plant that has 
colorful flowers which are shaped like funnels 
pew /'pju:/ noun, pi pews [count] : one of the benches that 
are placed in rows in a church 

pew-ter /‘pjuita’/ noun [noncount] : a dull gray metal that is 
a mixture of tin and usually lead ■ cups made of pewter - 
pewter cups 

PG /'pii'cfei:/ — used as a special mark to indicate that people 
of all ages may see a particular movie but that parents may 
want to watch the movie with their children ■ This movie is 
rated PG. Parental guidance is suggested. — compare G, NC- 
17, pg-13, r, x 
per. abbr page ■ pg. 26 

PGA abbr Professional Golfers’ Association 
PGCE abbr, Brit Postgraduate Certificate of Education 


PG-13 /'pii'cfeiiB^'tiin/ — used as a special mark to indicate 
that people of all ages may see a particular movie but that 
parents may want to watch the movie with their children es¬ 
pecially when their children are younger than 13 years old; 
compare G, NC-17, PG, R, X 

PH /'pr'eitf/ noun [singular] technical : a number between 0 
and 14 that indicates if a chemical is an acid or a base *$■ A 
chemical with a pH lower than 7 is an acid, and a chemical 
with a pH higher than 7 is a base. ■ You should test the pH of 
the soil in your garden. 

PH abbr pinch hitter 

pha*lanx /'feidaeijks, Brit 'fae,laeijks/ noun, pi -lanx-es 
[count] formal : a large group of people, animals, or things 
often placed close together • A solid phalanx of armed 
guards stood in front of the castle. • She had to go through a 
phalanx of television cameras. 

phaMiC /'faelik/ adj [more most ~] : of, relating to, or re¬ 
sembling a penis ■ The poem is filled with phallic imagery. ■ 
an ancient Greek phallic symbol representing fertility 
phaMus /'faslas/ noun, pi phal-li /'fae,lai/ or phaMus-es 
[count] 

1 : an image or representation of a penis 

2 : penis 

phan-tasm /'faen.taszam/ noun, pi -tasms [count] literary 
: something that exists only in a person’s mind ■ the phan¬ 
tasm of equality ■ a ghostly phantasm 
phan-tas-ma*go-ria /fen^zma'gorija/ noun, pi -rias 
[count] literary : a confusing or strange scene that is like a 
dream because it is always changing in an odd way ■ He saw 
a phantasmagoria of shadowy creatures through the fog. 

- phan-tas-ma-gor-ic /faen.taszma'gonk/ or phan-tas- 
ma-gor-i-cal /faen^aezma'gonkal/ adj ■ a phantasmagoric 
scene 

1 phan-tom /'faentam/ noun, pi -toms [count] 

1 : the soul of a dead person thought of as living in an un¬ 
seen world or as appearing to living people : ghost ■ The 
book is about the phantoms that are said to haunt the na¬ 
tion’s cemeteries. 

2 : something that is not real and exists only in a person’s 
mind ■ The crisis is merely a phantom made up by the media. 

3 : something that is hard to see or achieve — often + of m He 
spent years chasing the phantoms of fame and fortune. 

2 phantom adj, always used before a noun 

1 : coming from or associated with the world of ghosts ■ Peo¬ 
ple claim to have seen a phantom ship floating on the lake. 

2 a : not real or true or not based on something real or true 
■ A number of ballots from phantom voters had to be thrown 
out. • phantom fears b : not real but felt or experienced as 
something real ■ phantom illnesses ■ a phantom pregnancy 
[=a medical condition in which a woman believes that she is 
pregnant and can appear to be pregnant when she is not 
pregnant] 

pha*raoh or Pharaoh /'ferou/ noun, pi -raohs [count] : a 
ruler of ancient Egypt 

Phar-i-see /'fere,si.V noun, pi -sees [count] : a member of 
an ancient Jewish group that followed Jewish religious laws 
and teachings very strictly 

1 phar-ma*ceu*ti-cal /ifaa-ma'smtikal/ adj, always used be¬ 
fore a noun : of or relating to the production and sale of 
drugs and medicine ■ a pharmaceutical company • lobbyists 
from the pharmaceutical industry 
pharmaceutical noun, pi -cals [count] technical : a drug 
or medicine — usually plural ■ The company manufactures 
pharmaceuticals. 

phar-ma-cist /'femnasist/ noun, pi -cists [count] : a per¬ 
son whose job is to prepare and sell the drugs and medicines 
that a doctor prescribes for patients ■ He is trained as a phar¬ 
macist. [=(US) druggist, (Brit) chemist] 
phar-ma*COl-0-gy /,fa3 i m3 , ka:l3(fei/ noun [noncount] tech¬ 
nical 

1 : the scientific study of drugs and how they are used in 
medicine 

2 : a drug’s qualities and effects ■ We don’t have a complete 
understanding of the new drug’s pharmacology yet. 

— phar-ma-col-o-gist /^aama'kaibifeist/ noun, pi -gists 
[count] — phar-ma-co-log-i-cal Afaamaka'laicfcikal/ 
also phar-ma*co-log-ic Afaamaka'laicfeik/ adj, always 
used before a noun ■ the pharmacological treatment of de¬ 
pression [=the treatment of depression using drugs] ■ phar¬ 
macologic effects — phar-ma-co-log-i*caMy /.fawna- 
ka'laicfeikli/ adv • The two drugs are pharmacologically 
similar. 
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phar-ma-CO-pe-ia (chiefly US) or chiefly Brit phar-ma- 
co-poe-ia Afa^maka'piija/ noun, pi -las [count] technical 

1 : a collection or supply of drugs ■ The new discovery added 
another drug to the global pharmacopeia. 

2 : an official book that describes drugs and how to use 
them as medicine 

phar-ma-cy /•fawnasi/ noun, pi -cies 

1 lcount] a : a store or part of a store in which drugs and 
medicines are prepared and sold ■ There’s a pharmacy in our 
grocery store now. b : a place in a hospital where drugs and 
medicines are prepared and given out: dispensary 

2 [noncount] : the practice and profession of preparing drugs 
and medicines * She’s studying pharmacy at the university. 

phar-ynx /'femjks/ noun, pi phar-yng-es /fa'nncfciz/ or 
phar-ynx-es [count] medical : the part inside your mouth 
where the passages of the nose connect to your mouth and 
throat 

1 phase /'feiz/ noun, pi phas-es 

1 lcount] : a part or step in a process : one part in a series of 
related events or actions ■ The project will be done in three 
phases. • He’s in the final phase of treatment now. ■ The 
building project marks a new phase in the town’s develop¬ 
ment. ■ These poems are from an early phase [=stage] in her 
career. 

2 lcount] : a short period of time during which a person be¬ 
haves in a particular way or likes a particular thing ■ He has 
been throwing tantrums a lot, but the doctor says it’s just a 
phase. ■ She’s going through a punk phase right now. [=she 
likes punk music and fashion at this point in her life] 

3 [count] : the shape of the part of the moon that is visible at 
different times during a month ■ a calendar based on the 
phases of the moon 

4 [ noncount] Brit : the state in which things work together 
with each other — used in the phrases in phase or out of 
phase ■ Make sure the machine’s wheels are moving in phase 
with each other. ■ The sound on this movie is out of phase. 
[=the sound does not match the images of the movie] ■ He 
seems to be out of phase [=(US) out of step] with the rest of 
the team. 

2 phase verb phases; phased; phas-ing 

phase in [phrasal verb] phase (something) in or phase in 
(something) : to start to use or do (something) gradually 
over a period of time : to introduce (something) slowly ■ 
The country is phasing in new paper currency. ■ The tax 
cut will be phased in over the next three years. ■ The law 
will phase tax cuts in over a period of two years. 
phase out [phrasal verb] phase (something) out or phase out 
(something) : to stop using, making, or doing (something) 
gradually over a period of time ■ The company is phasing 
its old equipment out. ■ The airplane is being phased out in 
favor of a new design. — see also phaseout 
phased adj : done gradually in steps and according to a plan 
■ The government has announced the phased closure of a 
number of military bases. ■ a phased withdrawal of troops 
phase-out /‘feiz,aot/ noun, pi -outs [count] US : the act of 
stopping something gradually over a period of time in a 
planned series of steps or phases — usually singular ■ The 
restaurant will continue its phaseout of many unhealthy 
menu items over the next two years. — see also phase out at 
2 phase 

phat /'fast/ adj phat*ter; -est US slang : very attractive or 
appealing ■ That song has a phat beat. ■ That car is phatl 
PhD Api^eitf'di:/ noun, pi PhDs [count] 

1 : the highest degree given by a university or college ■ He 
got his PhD [=doctorate] from Harvard. ■ She has two PhDs. 
[^doctoral degrees] ■ a PhD candidate [=a person who is try¬ 
ing to get a PhD] 

2 : a person who has a PhD ■ We’re not hiring new PhDs at 
this point. ■ Sheila Jones, PhD PhD is an abbreviation of 
“doctor of philosophy.” 

pheas-ant /'fcznt/ noun, pi pheasant or pheas-ants 

1 [count] : a large bird that has a long tail and is often hunted 
for food or sport The male pheasant is brightly colored 
and the female is mostly brown. — see color picture on page 
C9 

2 [noncount] : the meat of the pheasant eaten as food 
phe-nom /'fi:,na:m/ noun, pi -noms [count] US, informal 

: a person who is very good at doing something (such as a 
sport) ■ a football/baseball phenom [=(more formally) phe¬ 
nomenon] 

phenomena plural of phenomenon 
phe-nom-e-nal /fi'naimanj/ adj [more most ~] : very 


good or great; unusual in a way that is very impressive • The 
book was a phenomenal [=huge] success. ■ Her performance 
was phenomenal. amazing] 
phe-nom-e-nal-ly /fi'narmanji/ adv 

1 : in a very great or impressive way ■ It’s a phenomenally 
[=hugety] successful book. 

2 : very or extremely : to an unusually high degree ■ The 
speech was phenomenally boring. 

phe-nom-e-non /fi'na:m3,na:n/ noun [count] 

1 pi -e-na /-ana/ : something (such as an interesting fact or 
event) that can be observed and studied and that typically is 
unusual or difficult to understand or explain fully ■ natural 
phenomena like lightning and earthquakes ■ the phenomenon 
of love 

2 pi -e-nons : someone or something that is very impressive 
or popular especially because of an unusual ability or quali¬ 
ty ■ the greatest literary phenomenon of the decade ■ He’s a 
football/baseball phenomenon. ■ The movie eventually be¬ 
came a cultural phenomenon. 

pher-O-mone /Terajinoun/ noun, pi -mones [count] biolo¬ 
gy : a chemical substance that an animal or insect produces 
in order to attract other animals or insects and especially a 
mate 

phew /'fju:/ interj — used to show that you are relieved, 
tired, hot, or disgusted ■ Phewl I thought we were going to 
miss the bus! ■ Phewl What a long day it’s been! ■ Phewl It’s 
hot in here. ■ Phewl What’s that smell? 
hi-al /'fajal/ noun, pi -als [count] Brit : vial 
hi Be-ta Kap-pa /.fai.beita'kaspa/ noun, pi — -pas 

1 [noncount] : a special society for students who do excellent 
academic work at a college or university in the U.S. ■ He be¬ 
longs to Phi Beta Kappa. ■ He made Phi Beta Kappa his soph¬ 
omore year. ■ She graduated Phi Beta Kappa. [=when she 
graduated, she was a member of Phi Beta Kappa] 

2 [count] : a person who is a member of Phi Beta Kappa ■ 
He’s a Phi Beta Kappa. 

phi-lan-der-er /fa'laendaraV noun, pi -ers [count] old- 
fashioned + disapproving : a man who has sexual relations 
with many women and especially with women who are not 
his wife 

— phi-lan-der-ing /fi'lasnda^ni]/ adj, always used before a 
noun ■ a philandering husband — philandering noun 
[noncount] ■ She refused to tolerate his philandering. 

phi-lan-thro-pist /fa'laenGrapist/ noun, pi -ists [count] : a 
wealthy person who gives money and time to help make life 
better for other people ■ wealthy philanthropists 
phi-lan-thro-py /fa'laenGrapi/ noun [noncount] : the prac¬ 
tice of giving money and time to help make life better for 
other people ■ The family’s philanthropy made it possible to 
build the public library. — compare misanthropy 

— phil-an-throp-ic /,fil3n'0ra:pik/ adj ■ She started a phil¬ 
anthropic [= charitable ] foundation. ■ He is involved in vari¬ 
ous philanthropic activities. 

phi-lat-e-list /fa'laetahst/ noun, pi -lists [count] technical 
: a person who studies or collects postage stamps 
phi-lat-e-ly /faMaetali/ noun [noncount] technical : the study 
or collection of postage stamps ■ She has epjoyed philately 
[=(more commonly) stamp collecting] since she was a child. 

— phil-a-tel-ic /.fila’telik/ adj • a philatelic society 
-phile /.fajal/ noun combining form : someone who likes 

something very much • Franccp/iife [=a person who likes 
France or French culture] ■ technqp/u7e — compare -phobe 
Phil-har-mon-ic /,fil 0 J ma:mk/«oM«,/>/-ics [count] : sym¬ 
phony orchestra — usually used in the names of orches¬ 
tras ■ the New York Philharmonic 
-phil-ia /'filija/ noun combiningform 

1 : a strong feeling of love or admiration for something ■ An- 
g)ophilia [=a love of England] — compare -phobia 

2 : a feeling of unusual or abnormal sexual desire for some¬ 
one or something ■ pedophilia [=adult sexual desire for chil¬ 
dren] 

phi-lis-tine or Phi-lis-tine /'fil3,sti:n, Brit 'filajStain/ noun, 
pi -tines [count] formal + disapproving : a person who does 
not understand or care about art or culture ■ They’re just a 
bunch of Philistines who don’t care if the city’s orchestra 
goes bankrupt. 

— philistine adj ■ a philistine public concerned only with ce¬ 
lebrities — phi-lis-tin-ism /■fil3sta,nizam/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

Phi Mips screw /'filaps-/ noun, pi ~ screws [count] : a 
type of screw that has a slot in its top that looks like a cross 

— called also Phillips-head screw 
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Phillips Screwdriver noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a screw- 
driver that is designed to be used with a Phillips screw — 
called also Phillips-head screwdriver 
philo«den«dron Afila'dendran/ noun, pi -drons [count] : a 
kind of plant with attractive leaves that people often grow 
indoors — see color picture on page C6 
phi*lol*0«gy /fa'lcclacfei/ noun [ noncount] somewhat old- 
fashioned + technical : the study of language; especially : the 
study of how languages or words develop — compare lin¬ 
guistics 

— phll-o-logd-cal Afila'laicfeikal/ adj ■ philological evidence 
— phMol»o»gist /fs'lailscfeist/ noun, pi -gists [count] 

phMos^O^pher/fo'lcusafay /lou/I, p/ -phers [count]: a per¬ 
son who studies ideas about knowledge, truth, the nature 
and meaning of life, etc. : a person who studies philosophy ■ 
the Greek philosopher Plato 

philosopher’s Stone noun [singular] : an imaginary sub¬ 
stance that people in the past believed had the power to 
change other metals into gold 

philO‘Soph"i*cal Afiis'saifikal/ also philo*soph-ic 

/,fita'sa:fik/ adj 

1 : of, relating to, or based on philosophy ■ They got into a 
philosophical debate about what it means for something to 
be “natural.” ■ Chinese philosophical texts 

2 [more most ~] : having a calm attitude toward a diffi¬ 
cult or unpleasant situation ■ He’s trying to be philosophical 
about their decision since he knows he can’t change it. 

— phllo-soph-i*caMy /,fib'sa:fikli/ adv ■ She’s philosophi¬ 
cally opposed to capital punishment. ■ He accepted their 
decision philosophically. 

phi-los-o-phize also Brit phMos*0*phlse /f3'la:s3,faiz/ 
verb -phiz*es; -phized; -phiz-ing [no obj] : to talk about 
something in a serious way for a long time — often + about 
or on ■ We had to listen to him philosophizing about art again. 

■ She was philosophizing on the meaning of life. 
phM0S*0*phV /fa'laisafi/ noun, pi -phies 

1 a [noncount] : the study of ideas about knowledge, truth, 
the nature and meaning of life, etc. ■ a professor of philoso¬ 
phy ■ Her degree is in philosophy and religion. — often used 
before another noun ■ a philosophy book/class/professor b 
[count]: a particular set of ideas about knowledge, truth, the 
nature and meaning of life, etc. ■ The group eventually split 
over conflicting political philosophies. — often + of • the phi¬ 
losophy of Plato 

2 [count] : a set of ideas about how to do something or how 
to live • Her main cooking philosophy is to use only fresh in¬ 
gredients. ■ My philosophy is to live and let live. [=Iet other 
people live the way they want to] ■ His philosophy of life 
[=his way of living] is to treat people as he would like to be 
treated. 

phlegm /'flem/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a thick, yellowish liquid that is produced in the nose and 
throat especially when a person has a cold 

2 literary : calmness in a difficult or unpleasant situation ■ 
He displayed remarkable phlegm in very dangerous condi¬ 
tions. 

— phlegmy /'flemi/ adj ■ a phlegmy cough 
phleg-maMc /fleg'msetik/ adj [more most ~] literary 

: not easily upset, excited, or angered • our phlegmatic leader 

■ She was phlegmatic [=calm] even during the most difficult 
moments of the crisis. 

phlox /'fla:ks/ noun, pi phlox or phlox*es [count, non¬ 
count] : a tall plant that has groups of white, pink, or purple 
flowers 

-phobe /,foub/ noun combining form : a person who dislikes 
or is afraid of something or someone ■ technophobe [=a per¬ 
son who is afraid of technology] • arachnaphobe l=a person 
who is afraid of spiders] — compare -phile 
phobia /'foubija/ noun, pi -bias [count] : an extremely 
strong dislike or fear of someone or something ■ His fear of 
crowds eventually developed into a phobia. 

-pho-bia /'foobija/ noun combining form : an extremely 
strong dislike or fear of someone or something ■ xenophobia 
[=fear and hatred of foreign people and things] — compare 
-philia 

pho-bic /'foubik/ adj [more most ~] : of, relating to, or 
having an extremely strong fear or dislike of someone or 
something ■ She is phobic about heights. 

— phobic noun, pi -bics [count] ■ social phobics [=people 
who are very nervous and afraid in social situations] 

-phobic /'foubik/ adj combining form : having an extremely 
strong dislike or fear of someone or something ■ claustrop/io- 


bic [=afraid of being in closed or narrow spaces] 
phoe*nix /'fi:mks/ noun, pi -nlx*es [count]: a magical bird 
in ancient stories that lives for 500 years before it bums itself 
to death and then is bom again from its ashes — sometimes 
used figuratively • The arts scene in this city is a phoenix ris¬ 
ing from the ashes and is more vibrant than ever before, 
phon- or phono- combining form : connected with sound, 
voice, or speech ■ phono]ogy [=the study of speech sounds] ■ 
phonograph [=a kind of machine that plays recorded sounds] 
1 phono /'foun/ noun, pi phones 

1 : telephone: such as a [noncount] : a system that uses 
wires and radio signals to send people’s voices over long dis¬ 
tances ■ We spoke by phone earlier. ■ The voice on the other 
end of the phone [-line 1 was familiar, but I couldn’t place it. ■ 
a phone bill/company/conversation ■ I just have to make a 
quick phone call before we leave. ■ You can order over the 
phone. [=by calling on the telephone] b [count] : a device 
that is connected to a telephone system and that you use to 
listen or speak to someone who is somewhere else ■ The 
phone has been ringing all morning! ■ He slammed the phone 
[-receiver] down and stormed out of the room. ■ Our new 
phone is cordless. ■ I left the phone off the hook. — see pic¬ 
tures at office, telephone; see also cell phone, mo¬ 
bile PHONE, PAY PHONE, WIRELESS PHONE 

2 phones [plural] : headphones 

on the phone 1 : using a telephone to talk to someone ■ 
Can you see who’s at the door? I’m on the phone. • I was on 
the phone with my sister until late last night. 2 Brit : con¬ 
nected to a telephone system ■ How many households 
aren’t on the phone ? 

2 phone verb phones; phoned; phondng : to speak or try 
to speak to (someone) over a telephone system : tele¬ 
phone [+ obj] She phoned [= called] them already. — often 
+ up in British English ■ I phoned her up earlier today, [no 
obj] Someone from the newspaper will be phoning with a few 
questions. — often + up in British English ■ She said she 
would be phoning up later. 

phone in [phrasal verb] 1 a : to make a telephone call to a 
place (such as the place where you work) ■ Our boss is on a 
business trip but she will phone in [=call in] periodically. • 
She phoned in sick [= called in sick] yesterday. [=she tele¬ 
phoned the place where she works to say that she was sick 
and would not be coming to work] b : to make a tele¬ 
phone call to a radio or television program ■ Thousands of 
people phoned in to make a donation. ■ People phoned in 
[= called in] (to the show) from all over the country. — see 
also phone-in 2 phone (something) In or phone in 
(something) : to deliver (something, such as a message) by 
making a telephone call ■ He only phoned in the pizza or¬ 
der a little while ago, so it’s probably not ready yet. 
-phone /,foun/ noun combining form 

1 : sound ■ homophones [=words that sound the same but 
are spelled differently and have different meanings] — often 
used in the names of musical instruments and devices that 
relate to sound ■ saxophone ■ microphone 

2 : a speaker of a specified language ■ Franco phone [=a per¬ 
son who speaks French] 

phone book noun, pi ~ books [count] : a book that lists 
the names, addresses, and phone numbers of the people and 
businesses in a certain area — called also directory, phone di¬ 
rectory, telephone book, telephone directory 
phone booth noun, pi ~ booths [count] US : a very small 
room or enclosed structure with a public telephone in it — 
called also telephone booth, (Brit) phone box, (Brit) telephone 
box 

phone card noun, pi ~ cards [count ]: calling card l 
phone-in /'foun,in/ noun, pi -ins [count] chiefly Brit 
: call-in — see also phone in lb at 2 phone 
pho-neme /'fou,ni:m/ noun, pi -nemes [count] linguistics 
: the smallest unit of speech that can be used to make one 
word different from another word ■ The sounds represented 
by “c” and “b” are different phonemes, as in the words “cat" 
and “bat." 

— pho-ne-mic /fa'niimik/ adj • phonemic analysis — pho- 
ne-mi-caMy /fs'niinukli/ adv • phonemically distinct 
phone number noun,pi ~ -bers [count] : a number that 
you dial on a telephone to reach a particular person, busi¬ 
ness, etc. ■ What’s your phone number ? • I don’t have her new 
phone number. — called also number, telephone number 
phone sex noun [noncount] : a conversation held over the 
telephone in which people describe sex acts to one another 
for sexual pleasure 


phone tag » photo opportunity 
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phone tag noun [ noncount] US, informal : telephone tag 
■ “Have you talked to your sister about the party yet?” “No, 
we’ve been playing phone tag all week.” 
phone tapping noun [ noncount 1 Brit : wiretapping 
pho-net-ic /fg'nctik/ adj, linguistics 

1 : of or relating to spoken language, speech sounds, or the 
science of phonetics ■ the phonetic units of a language 

2 : representing each speech sound with a single symbol ■ a 
phonetic transcription • This dictionary uses the Internation¬ 
al Phonetic Alphabet. 

3 [more most ~] : using a system of written symbols that 
represent speech sounds in a way that is very close to how 
they actually sound ■ Spanish is a more phonetic language 
than English. 

— pho*net-i-caMy /fs'netikli/ adv • He is able to spell 
words phonetically. 

phO*net*ics /fs'nctiks/ noun [noncount] linguistics : the 
study of speech sounds 

— phone-ti-cian /jfouns'tijsn/ noun, pi -cians [count] 
phoney chiefly Brit spelling of phony 

phO-nic /'fainik/ adj, always used before a noun, linguistics 
: of or relating to speech sounds or phonics • the phonic 
[=(more commonly) phonetic] elements of a word 
phon*iCS /'fainiks/ noun [noncount] : a method of teaching 
people to read and pronounce words by learning the sounds 
of letters, letter groups, and syllables 
phono** variant spelling of phon- 

pho-no-graph /'foun3,gr£ef, Brit 'fauna,gra:f/ noun, pi 
-graphs [count] old-fashioned : record player 
phO-nol'O-gy /fs'nailscfei/ noun [noncount] linguistics : the 
study of the speech sounds used in a language ■ a professor 
of phonology ■ He’s studying Japanese phonology. 

— pho-no-log-i-cal /,founa'la:(hikal/ acjj, always used be¬ 
fore a noun ■ We will compare the phonological features of 
the two languages. - pho-no-log-i-cal-ly /^ouns'laicfei- 
kli/ adv ■ phonologically similar languages — pho-nol-o- 
gist /fa'nailacfeist/ noun, pi -gists [count] 

1 pho-ny (US) or chiefly Brit pho*ney /'founi/ adj pho-ni-er; 
-est informal 

1 : not true, real, or genuine : intended to make someone 
think something that is not true • He gave a phony name to 
the police. = The name he gave the police was phony. ■ a pho¬ 
ny [=(more commonly) counterfeit] $100 bill ■ She’s been 
talking in a phony [=fake] Irish accent all day. 

2 of a person : not honest or sincere : saying things that are 
meant to deceive people ■ phony politicians 

— pho-ni-ness noun [noncount] ■ I recognized the phoni¬ 
ness of her accent. 

2 phony (US) or chiefly Brit phoney noun, pi pho-nies 
[count] informal 

1 : a person who pretends to be someone else or to have feel¬ 
ings or abilities that he or she does not really have : a person 
who is not sincere ■ According to him, politics is full of pho¬ 
nies. ■ I don’t think she ever meant to help us. What aphony ! 

2 : something that is not real or genuine ■ The painting is a 
phony. [=fake] 

phOO-ey /'fu:wi/ interj, chiefly US, informal + humorous — 
used to express disbelief, disappointment, or a strong dislike 
for something • You say it was a mistake? Phooeyl 
phos-phate /'forfeit/ noun, pi -phates [count, noncount] 
chemistry : a salt or compound that has phosphorus in it and 
that is used especially in products (called fertilizers) that 
help plants grow 

phos-pho-res-cent /Jaisfs'resnt/ adj, technical : of or re¬ 
lating to a type of light that glows softly in the dark and that 
does not produce heat ■ a phosphorescent glow 

— phos-pho-res-cence /Jaisfs'rcsps/ noun [noncount] 
technical ■ Some sea creatures exhibit phosphorescence. 

phos-pho-rus /'faisfsras/ noun [noncount] chemistry : a 
poisonous chemical element that glows in the dark and 
bums when it is touched by air 

— phos-phor-ic /fas'forik/ adj ■ phosphoric acid [=a type of 
acid that contains phosphorus] 

phot- or photo- combining form 

1 : related to light ■ photo n ■ photography 

2 : relating to photography • photocopy • photojournalism 
photo /'foutou/ noun, pi -tos [count] : photograph ■ 

black-and-white photos ■ We gave them a framed family pho¬ 
to for their anniversary. * You aren’t allowed to take photos 
inside the theater. ■ The magazine published a photo spread 
[=photographs printed together usually on a number of pag¬ 


es] of scenes from the play. • All of my baby pictures are in 
one photo album. [=a book that holds photographs] 
photo booth noun, pi ~ booths [count] : a small room 
that one or two people can go into to have their photograph 
taken by putting money into a slot 
phO-tO-call /'foutou,ka:l/ noun, pi -calls [count] Brit: pho¬ 
to SHOOT 

pho-to-cell /'fout3,sel/ noun, pi -cells [count] technical 

: PHOTOELECTRIC CELL 

pho-to-copi-er /'fouts^aipija 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

: COPIER 

phO-tO*COpy /'fout3,ka:pi/ noun, pi -cop-ies [count] : a 
paper copy of a document, picture, etc., that is made with a 
special machine (called a copier or photocopier) • She made 
a photocopy of the letter. 

— photocopy verb -copies; -cop-ied; -cop-y-ing [+ obj] 
She asked her assistant to photocopy the letter and send it 
to all of her clients. ■ He gave me a bunch of photocopied 
articles to use in my research, [no obj] His job includes an¬ 
swering the phones, filing, and photocopying. 

photocopy machine or photocopying machine 
noun, pi ~ -chines [count]: copier 
phO*tO*elec*tric /,foutowi'lcktrik/ adj, technical : involv¬ 
ing, relating to, or using an electric current that is controlled 
by light 

photoelectric cell noun, pi ~ cells [count] technical : an 
electronic device that converts changes in light into changes 
in an electric current — called also photocell 
photo finish noun [singular]: a finish in a race in which the 
racers are so close that the judges have to look at a photo¬ 
graph of the racers crossing the finish line to see who has 
won 

phO*tO*ge-nic /'fouts'cfecmk/ adj [more most ~] : tend¬ 
ing to look good in photographs ■ She’s a very photogenic 
child. ■ This is the city’s most photogenic park. — compare 

TELEGENIC 

1 photQ«qraph /Touts,grsef, Brit 'f3ut3,gra:f/ noun, pi 
-graphs [count] : a picture made by a camera • The man’s 
photograph was on the front page of the paper. = A photo¬ 
graph of the man was on the front page of the paper. ■ I al¬ 
ways take a lot of photographs when I travel. ■ a digital photo¬ 
graph ■ The exhibit included videos as well as still 
photographs. [=ordinary photographs that are not videos, 
movies, etc.] — called also photo 
2 photoqraph verb -graphs; -graphed; -graph-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to take a photograph of (someone or something) ■ 
He photographed the women sitting on the bench. • She was 
photographed in the studio. 

2 [no obj] : to appear in photographs ■ He photographs well. 
[=he looks good in photographs; he is photogenic] 

pho-tog-ra-pher /fs'taigrsfay noun, pi -phers [count] : a 
person who takes photographs especially as a job ■ He 
worked for the magazine as a fashion photographer. 
phO'tograph-ic /,fout3'gr£efik/ adi : relating to or used to 
make photographs ■ photographic film/paper ■ the photo¬ 
graphic process ■ photographic images of the galaxy 

— pho-to-graph-i-cal-ly /,fout3'gr£efikli/ adv • I reduced 
the images photographically. 

photographic memory noun, pi ~ -ries [count] : an un¬ 
usual ability to remember things completely and exactly as 
they were seen, read, etc. — usually singular ■ He is a good 
detective because he has a photographic memory. 
phO»tOq«ra»phy /fs'taigrsfi/ noun [noncount] : the art, 
process, or job of taking pictures with a camera ■ He studied 
both film and still photography. • Landscape photography is 
her hobby. ■ The art museum is showing a photography ex¬ 
hibit. [=an exhibit of photographs] ■ the director of photogra¬ 
phy [=the person who is in charge of filming for a movie] 
phO*tO*jOUr«nal*ism Afoutou'cfeattSilizsm/ noun [non¬ 
count] : the job or activity of using photographs to report 
news stories in magazines or newspapers 

— pho-to-jour-nal-ist Afoutou'cba'nslist/ noun, pi -ists 
[count] 

pho-ton /'fou,ta:n/ noun, pi -tons [count] physics : a tiny 
particle of light or electromagnetic radiation 
photo opportunity noun, pi - -ties [count] : a situation 
in which a famous person (such as a politician) can be pho¬ 
tographed while doing something good or impressive that is 
meant to be seen in a favorable way by the public • The may¬ 
or’s visit to the hospital was a good photo opportunity. — 
called also photo op 
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pho-to-sen-si-tive /,foutou'sens3tiv/ ad] [more most 
~] technical : reacting to light by changing color, creating 
electricity, etc. ■ paper with a photosensitive coating 
— pho-to-sen-si*tiv*i-ty ^foutoi^sensa'tivati/ noun [ non¬ 
count] 

photo Shoot noun, pi ~ shoots [count] : an occasion 
when a professional photographer takes pictures of someone 
famous for use in a magazine or for some other purpose ■ 
The magazine used only two of the pictures from the photo 
shoot. — called also photo session, shoot, C Brit ) photocall 
ph0-t0*syn*the-sis /ifoutou'sinGasas/ noun [noncount] bi¬ 
ology : the process by which a green plant turns water and 
carbon dioxide into food when the plant is exposed to light 
phras*al /'freizal/ ad], grammar : of, relating to, or consist¬ 
ing of a phrase or phrases ■ phrasal categories ■ a phrasal unit 
phrasal verb noun, pi ~ verbs [count]grammar : a group 
of words that functions as a verb and is made up of a verb 
and a preposition, an adverb, or both ■ “Take off’ and “look 
down on” are phrasal verbs. 
n phrase /'freiz/ noun, pi phras*es [count] 

1 : a group of two or more words that express a single idea 
but do not usually form a complete sentence ■ Answer the 
questions in complete sentences, not phrases. • She used the 
phrase “I strongly believe” too many times in her speech. ■ 
Underline the key words or phrases in the paragraph. ■ an 
adverbial/adjectival phrase — see also noun phrase, prep¬ 
ositional phrase 

2 : a brief expression that is commonly used "To borrow a 
phrase from my mother, I spend too much time “watching 
the boob tube” and not enough time outside. ■ a famous 
phrase — see also catch phrase, to coin a phrase at 2 coin, 
turn of phrase at 2 turn 

3 music : a short section of a longer piece of music ■ musical 
phrases 

2 phrase verb phrases; phrased; phrasing [+ obj] 

1 : to say (something) in a particular way • He phrased his 
version of the story in a way that made him look good. ■ The 
question was awkwardly phrased. 

2 : to perform (a piece of music) with the notes grouped to¬ 
gether in a particular way • The singer phrased the music 
beautifully. 

phrase book noun, pi ~ books [count] : a book for travel¬ 
ers that contains common phrases and expressions of a for¬ 
eign language with their translations 
phrase-ol-o-gy /^reizi'aitacfei/ noun [noncount] formal 
: the way that a particular person or group uses words ■ legal 
phraseology 

phrasing noun [noncount] 

1 : the way something is expressed in words : the particular 
words or the order of words that are used to express some¬ 
thing ■ The phrasing of the instructions was confusing. 

2 music : the act of grouping notes together in a particular 
way ■ a singer known for her elegant/fluid/artful phrasing 

phut /'fAt/ 

go phut Brit, informal : to stop working ■ The television went 
phut this morning. 

phyl-lo also filo /'fiilou/ noun [noncount] : very thin dough 
that is used in pastries — called also phyllo dough, phyllo pas¬ 
try 

phy-lum /'faitam/ noun,pi phy-la /'fails/ [count] biology : a 
large group of related animals or plants 
phys ed /'fiz'ed/ noun [noncount] chiefly US, somewhat in¬ 
formal : PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
physi- or physio- combining form 

1 : related to nature ■ physiology 

2 : physical ■ physiotherapy 

1 physical /'fiziksi/ adj 

1 : relating to the body of a person instead of the mind ■ 
physical abuse ■ The program is designed to address both 
physical and emotional health. ■ No physical contact with 
other players is allowed in the game. ■ He has an unusual 
physical appearance. ■ He is in good physical condition. [=he 
is strong and healthy; he is in good shape] ■ physical fitness 
[=good health and strength that you get through exercise] 

2 : existing in a form that you can touch or- see ■ physical ob¬ 
jects ■ the physical environment/world ■ There was no physi¬ 
cal evidence of the crime. 

3 [more most ~] : involving or related to sex • physical at¬ 
traction ■ Their relationship was purely physical. 

4 [more most ~] a : involving or having a lot of move¬ 
ment or activity ■ physical comedy [=comedy in which peo¬ 
ple hit each other, fall down, etc.] ■ He’s a very physical co¬ 


median. b : involving or having very violent and forceful 
activity ■ Ice hockey is a very physical sport. • It was a very 
physical hockey game. ■ He’s one of the team’s most physical 
players. 

5 a : of or relating to the laws of nature ■ Scientists used the 
space station to study physical phenomena in a weightless 
environment, b always used before a noun : of or relating to 
the study of physics ■ physical forces 

6 [more most ~] : tending to express love or affection by 
touching other people ■ She is a very physical person. 

— phys*i*cal-i*ty /,fiz3'keel9ti/ noun [noncount] ■ a comedi¬ 
an known for his physicality 

2 physical noun, pi -cals [count] : a medical examination to 
see if a person’s body is healthy ■ Her doctor performed a 
routine physical, [-checkup] • an annual physical — called 
also physical examination 

physical education noun [noncount] ; sports and exer¬ 
cise taught in schools ■ He teaches physical education at the 
high school. — abbr. P.E. — called also ( chiefly US, some¬ 
what informal) phys ed 

phys«i*caMy /'fizikli/ adv 

1 : related to or involving the body or physical form ■ I don’t 
think I am physically able to climb all the way to the top. ■ 
The doctor could find nothing physically wrong with him. ■ 
Her sister is physically disabled. ■ The buildings were de¬ 
signed to resemble one another physically. • a physically at¬ 
tractive person 

2 — used to say what can truly happen or be done by physi¬ 
cal effort ■ It is physically impossible for me to get everything 
done and still go to sleep on time. ■ She did everything physi¬ 
cally possible to make us happy. 

physical science noun, pi ' -ences [count] : an area of 
science that deals with materials that are not alive and the 
ways in which nonliving things work — usually plural •phys¬ 
ical sciences such as physics, chemistry, and astronomy 

— compare LIFE science 

physical therapist noun, pi ~ -pists [count] US, medical 
: a person whose job is to give people physical therapy — 
abbr. PT — called also (Brit) physiotherapist, (Brit, informal) 
physio 

physical therapy noun [ noncount ] US, medical: the treat¬ 
ment of a disease or an injury of the muscles or joints with 
massage, exercises, heat, etc. — abbr. PT — called also (Brit) 
physiotherapy, (Brit, informal) physio 

phy-si-cian /fa'zijon/ noun, pi -cians [count] chiefly US, 
somewhat formal : a medical doctor; especially : a medical 
doctor who is not a surgeon 

physician assistant noun, pi ~ -tants [count] US: phy¬ 
sician’s assistant 

physician—assisted suicide noun [noncount] chiefly 
US : suicide that is done with the help of a doctor 

— compare assisted suicide 

physician’s assistant noun, pi ~ -tants [count] US : a 
person who provides basic medical care and who usually 
works with a doctor — called also (US) PA, (US) physician 
assistant 

phys-i-cist /'fizasist/ noun, pi -cists [count] : a scientist 
who studies or is a specialist in physics 
phvs»iCS /'fiziks/ noun [noncount] : a science that deals 
with matter and energy and the way they act on each other 
in heat, light, electricity, and sound ■ high-energy/nuclear/ 
modem/particle physics • laws of physics — see also astro¬ 
physics, geophysics 

phys-io /'fizjjou/ noun, pi phys*ios Brit, informal 

1 [noncount] : physical therapy 

2 [count] : physical therapist 
physio- variant spelling of physi- 

phys-i-og-no-my /.fizi'cugnami/ noun, pi -mies [count] 
formal: the appearance of a person’s face : a person’s facial 
features ■ He and his son have the same distinctive physiog¬ 
nomy. 

phys-i*0l*0-gy /gfizi'adatfei/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a science that deals with the ways that living things func¬ 
tion ■ She took a course in anatomy and physiology. 

2 : the ways that living things or any of their parts function ■ 
human physiology ■ the physiology of diseased plants 

— phys*i*o*log*i.cal /^izija'laicfeikal/ also chiefly US 
phys*i-o>log-ic /,fizij3'la:cfeik/ adj • physiological chang¬ 
es/processes • a normal physiological response to cold tem¬ 
peratures — phys*i*o«log-i«caMy /.fizija'larcfeikli/ adv 
— phys*i*ol*o*gist /.fizi'a.la^ist/ noun, pi -gists [count] 
■ She’s a trained physiologist. 
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phyS'iO*ther>a-piSt /.fizijou'Berapist/ noun, pi -pists 
[count] Brit : physical therapist 
phyS"io*ther*a»py /ifizijoo'Gerapi/ noun [noncount] Brit 
Z PHYSICAL THERAPY 

phy*sique /fs'zi:k/ noun, pi -siques [count] : the size and 
shape of a person’s body : build — usually singular ■ He has 
the physique of a trained athlete. ■ a dancer’s physique 
pi /'pai/ noun [noncount] geometry : the number that results 
when the circumference of a circle is divided by its diameter 
and that is approximately 3.1416; also : the symbol n used 
for this number 

PI abbr private investigator ■ Joe Smith, PI 
pi*a*niS-Si-mO /ipijs'msamou/ adv, music : very softly ■ 
The first section is meant to be sung pianissimo. 

— pianissimo adj ■ pianissimo notes 

pi*a-nist /pi*aemst, ‘piijamst/ noun, pi -nists [count] : a per¬ 
son who plays the piano ■ a concert/classical/jazz pianist 
1 pbano /pi'aenou/ noun, pi -an-os [count] : a large musical 
instrument with a keyboard that you play by pressing black 
and white keys and that produces sound when small ham¬ 
mers inside the piano hit steel wires • Do you play the piano ? 

■ a concerto that is played on the piano = a piano concerto ■ a 
piano player [=pianist\ ■ He takes piano lessons on Wednes¬ 
days. — see picture at keyboard; compare harpsichord; 
see also grand piano, upright piano 

2 piano /pi'ainou/ adv, music : quietly or softly 

— piano adj ■ a piano passage 

piano bar noun, pi ~ bars [count] : a bar where there is a 
piano player who plays music to entertain the customers 
pi*ano*forte /pi'aena^oa*, Brit pi,aen3u'fo:ti/ noun, pi 
-fortes [count] old-fashioned : ‘piano 
pi-az-za /pi'aitsa/ noun, pi -zas [count] : an open public 
area in a town or city (especially in Italy) that is usually sur¬ 
rounded by buildings 

pic /‘pik/ noun, pi pics or pix /'piks/ [count] informal 

1 : ‘photograph ■ She showed me her vacation pics. 

2 : movie • an exciting action pic 

pi*ca*resque /.pika'rcsk/ adj : telling a story about the ad¬ 
ventures of a usually playful and dishonest character • a pi¬ 
caresque novel 

pic-a-yune /,piki'ju:n/ adj [more most ~] US, informal 
: not very valuable or important ■ They argued over the most 
picayune details. 

piC"CO*lo /'pik3,lou/ noun, pi -los [count] : a musical instru¬ 
ment that looks like a small flute and plays very high notes 

— see picture at woodwind 

1 pick /'pik/ verb picks; picked; picking [+ obj] 

1 : to choose or select (someone or something) from a group 

■ Pick a card—any card. ■ They picked a name out of a hat. ■ 
The winners will be picked by lottery. ■ She was picked to re¬ 
place the retiring CEO. ■ Who do you think he will pick as/ 
for his running mate? ■ He picked the blue tie to wear to the 
interview. ■ He picked the right/wrong answer. ■ They both 
picked New York to win the World Series. [=they both said 
that they thought the New York team would win the World 
Series] — see also cherry-pick 

2 : to remove (a fruit, flower, etc.) from a plant especially by 
using your hand ■ She picked a flower for her mother. ■ I 
picked some carrots and a few tomatoes. ■ They sell freshly 
picked fruits and vegetables. • Our grapes are picked by hand. 

— see also handpick 

3 a : to remove unwanted material from (something) by 
using your finger, a small tool, etc. ■ It’s considered impolite 
to pick your nose in public. • He was sitting at the table, pick¬ 
ing his teeth with a toothpick, b always followed by an ad¬ 
verb or preposition : to remove (something) from something 
by using your fingers • Pick the meat from/off the bones. ■ 
She picked all the pepperoni off (of) the pizza. 

4 chiefly US : to play (a guitar, banjo, etc.) by pulling the 
strings with your fingers or with a pick : pluck ■ She was 
strumming and picking her guitar. 

bone to pick see ‘bone 

pick a fight/quarrel : to deliberately start a fight with some¬ 
one ■ Never pick a fight you can’t win. ■ She sometimes 
picked fights with other girls at school. 
pick a lock : to open a lock by using something that is not 
the key ■ He used a knife to pick the lock on the front door. 
pick and choose : to choose only the best or most appro¬ 
priate things or people ■ As one of Hollywood’s most suc¬ 
cessful actors, he’s now in a position to carefully pick and 
choose his roles. ■ The newspaper picks and chooses which 
stories to report. ■ With so many candidates, we can afford 


to pick and choose. [=we can afford to take our time and 
only choose the best candidate] 
pick apart [phrasal verb] pick (someone or something) apart 
or pick apart (someone or something) chiefly US : to say all 
of the things that are bad or wrong about (someone or 
something) : to criticize (a person or thing) in a very de¬ 
tailed and usually unkind way ■ You can expect political 
analysts to pick apart the governor’s speech. • The film’s 
critics picked his performance apart, 
pick at [phrasal verb] 1 pick at (something) a : to eat small 
amounts of (food) very slowly usually because you do not 
want to eat ■ She picked at a salad while I ate my steak, b 
: to pull on (something) with your fingertips or your fin¬ 
gernails often because you are nervous ■ She picked at the 
buttons on her jacket while waiting for her interview. ■ He 
was picking at his shoelaces. 2 pick at (someone or some¬ 
thing) : to criticize (someone or something) especially for 
small mistakes ■ They’re constantly arguing and picking at 
each other. 

pick off [phrasal verb] 1 pick off (someone or something) or 
pick (someone or something) off : to aim at and shoot 
(someone or something) ■ The hunters hid by the stream 
and waited to pick off deer as they passed. ■ A sniper was 
picking off soldiers from the top of the building. 2 pick off 
(someone) or pick (someone) off baseball : to cause (a 
player who is standing close to a base) to be tagged out by 
making a quick throw ■ The runner on second base was 
picked off by the catcher. ■ The pitcher almost picked her 
off with a quick throw to first base. — see also PICKOFF 
pick on [phrasal verb] pick on (someone) 1 : to laugh at or 
make fun of (someone) in an unkind way ■ Kids used to 
pick on me for wearing old worn-out clothes. ■ He used to 
get picked on by the other kids at the bus stop. ■ Why is she 
always picking on me? ■ Hey, why don’t you pick on some¬ 
one your own size? 2 : to unfairly criticize (one person or 
group) when others also deserve to be criticized • It’s un¬ 
fair to pick on teachers for the problems in our schools 
when politicians are equally to blame. 
pick out [phrasal verb] 1 pick (something) out or pick out 
(something) a : to choose or select (the best or most ap¬ 
propriate person or thing) from a group ■ It took him an 
hour to pick out [=pick] what to wear. ■ They let their two- 
year-old daughter pick out her own clothes. ■ I’ve picked 
out the perfect spot for our picnic. ■ picking out a gift for a 
friend b : to play (a song, melody, etc.) by playing each 
note separately ■ She sat picking out a tune on the piano. 2 
pick (someone or something) out or pick out (someone or 
something) : to see and identify (someone or something) ■ 
His red hair makes it easy to pick him out of/in a crowd. ■ 
The police had a witness pick the suspect out of a lineup. ■ I 
could pick out the pattern against the background. ■ No 
one was able to pick out the originals from the copies. 
pick over [phrasal verb] pick over (something) or pick 
(something) over : to look at (a group of objects or an 
amount of material) in order to choose the best ones or to 
remove pieces you do not want ■ They picked over the 
strawberries and threw away the green ones. • Pick over the 
fish to remove any bones. ■ The applications were thor¬ 
oughly picked over and only the best applicants were given 
interviews. 

pick pockets or pick someone’s pocket : to steal money 
or objects from someone’s pockets or purse ■ One of the 
boys distracted her while the other picked her pocket. ■ She 
survived on the streets by shoplifting and picking pockets. 
— see also pickpocket 

pick (someone or something) to pieces/shreds : to 
study and criticize all of the parts of (someone or some¬ 
thing) ■ The media picked his personal life to pieces. ■ Her 
ideas were picked to shreds by her coworkers. 
pick someone’s brain/brains see ‘brain 
pick (something) clean : to remove all the material that 
covers something ■ The birds picked the bones clean. - The 
bones were picked clean by the birds. 
pick up [phrasal verb] 1 pick (someone or something) up or 
pick up (someone or something) a : to lift (someone or 
something) from the ground or a low surface ■ Would you 
pick that pencil up for me, please? ■ She picked the book up 
off/from the ground by its cover. ■ He bent to pick up his 
hat. ■ Pick up the ball! ■ They picked up their guitars and 
started to play. ■ She always picks up her baby when he 
cries, b : to go somewhere in order to get and bring back 
(someone or something) ■ I have to pick up my kids at 
school. = I have to pick them up from school. • Have you 
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picked up the car from the repair shop yet? ■ He picked up 
his dry cleaning. ■ They’ll hold our tickets but we have to 
pick them up an hour before the show, c : to let or put 
(people or things) into or onto a car, bus, ship, etc. ■ She 
had a taxi pick her up at the airport and take her to the ho¬ 
tel. ■ Have you ever picked up a hitchhiker? ■ The ship will 
be picking up more cargo at the next port. 2 a pick up or 
pick (something) up or pick up (something) chiefly US : to 
make an area clean and organized by removing trash and 
putting things in the proper places ■ We have just enough 
time to pick up [=clean up] and wash our hands before din¬ 
ner. ■ The children worked together to pick up the toys. ■ 
Pick up that mess! ■ You may go outside after you pick your 
room up. ■ Everyone needs to help pickup the kitchen after 
dinner. ■ We spent the morning picking up the yard after 
the storm, b pick up after (someone) : to clean the mess 
created by (someone) ■ You have to pick up after yourself if 
you make a mess. ■ His mother still picks up after him. 3 
: to answer a telephone ■ I called your house, but no one 
picked up. ■ She got to the phone just before the answering 
machine picked up. 4 : to become busy usually after a pe¬ 
riod of little activity : to improve or increase in activity ■ 
Sales slowed down after the winter holidays, but we’re ex¬ 
pecting things to pick up again this summer. ■ Business re¬ 
ally picked up last month. ■ The economy/market seems to 
be picking up. 5 a : to increase in speed or strength ■ The 
wind will pick up later this afternoon. ■ The movie starts 
out slowly, but the pace picks up when the two main char¬ 
acters meet for the first time, b pick up speed/momentum 
(etc.) : to begin to have more speed/momentum (etc.) ■ 
The cyclists quickly picked up speed [=gained speed; began 
to go faster] as they headed down the mountain. ■ His cam¬ 
paign has begun to pick up momentum. ■ The idea began to 
pick up steam [=b®come more popular] around the turn of 
the century. C pick up the pace : to go faster ■ If we want 
to finish on time, we’re going to have to pick up the pace. 
6 a : to begin again after a temporary stop ■ The discus¬ 
sion picked up this morning at the point where we had 
stopped yesterday. ■ After being separated for three years, 
they picked up (right) where they left off. b pick (some¬ 
thing) up or pick up (something) : to start (something) 
again after a temporary stop ■ We’ll pick up this discussion 
tomorrow. 7 pick (something) up or pick up (something) 
a : to buy or get (something) ■ Have you picked up a copy 
of her new CD yet? ■ On Tuesdays, he picks up dinner at 
our favorite restaurant and brings it home. ■ She stopped 
to pick up a few groceries at the supermarket, b : to earn 
or gain (something) ■ She’ll likely pick up an award for her 
performance in the film. ■ The team picked up [=gained\ a 
few yards on the last play. ■ They’ve finally picked up their 
first victory of the season, c : to become aware of (some¬ 
thing, such as a story) and begin to write about it, work on 
it, etc. ■ Few people had heard about this problem until the 
press picked up [=took up] the story, d : to learn (some¬ 
thing) usually in an informal way ■ I picked up a few 
French phrases on my trip to Paris. ■ He seems to pick for¬ 
eign languages up very easily. ■ She uses a style of singing 
she picked up from listening to jazz music. ■ He’s been pick¬ 
ing up some bad habits from his friends, e : to become 
sick with (an illness) from someone or something ■ I think I 
picked up [=c aught] a cold from someone at work, f : to 
be able to see, hear, or smell (something) ■ This radio lets 
me pick up stations from other countries. ■ The planes were 
picked up [^detected] by radar. ■ telescopes picking up the 
faint glow of distant stars ■ The dogs picked up the scent 
and started to bark.: to become aware of (something) ■ He 
learned that he could pick up cues from his partner if he 
paid close attention. ■ They studied the evidence and man¬ 
aged to pick up some clues. 8 pick (someone) up or pick 
up (someone) a : to meet and begin a usually brief sexual 
relationship with (someone) ■ She used to go to bars to pick 
up men. ■ He picked her up at a club, b of the police : to 
use the power of the law to take and keep (someone, such 
as a criminal) ■ The cops picked up the suspect at a local 
bar. ■ The police picked him up [=arrested him] for tres- 
passing/robbery/murder. ■ The police picked him up for 
questioning. [=they brought him to the police station in or¬ 
der to ask him questions] c : to make (someone) feel 
more energetic and lively ■ I drank some coffee hoping 
that it would pick me up a little. — see also pick-me-up 
d sports : to get (a player) from another team or fiom 
some other source ■ The team picked up three new players 
in the draft. ■ They picked him up from a rival team, e 


sports : to begin to guard (a player from the opposite team) 
during a game ■ Your job is to pick up an opposing player 
and block him. 9 pick yourself up a : to stand up again 
after falling ■ I fell to the ground but picked myself up and 
continued running, b : to recover from a difficult situa¬ 
tion ■ After his divorce, he picked himself up and started 
looking for love again. 10 pick up and leave/go : to leave 
suddenly with your possessions ■ I couldn't just pick up and 
leave/go without saying goodbye. 11 pick up the tab/bill/ 
check : to pay the money that is owed for something ■ 
When she stays at expensive hotels during business trips, 
her company picks up the tab. ■ They always offer to pick 
up the check when we go out to dinner with them. 12 pick 
up the pieces : to try to make a situation better after 
something bad has happened ■ After her business went 
bankrupt, she picked up the pieces and started again. ■ They 
created the problem, and now they expect us to pick up the 
pieces. — see also pick up the cudgels for at ‘cudgel, pick 
up the gauntlet at 2 gauntlet, pick up the slack at 2 slack, 
pick up the threads at ‘thread 
pick up on \phrasal verb] 1 pick up on (something) a : to 
notice or become aware of (something) ■ He didn't pick up 
on the hint. ■ I seemed to be the only one who picked up on 
the mistake. ■ The reader soon picks up on the fact that the 
story’s main character is crazy. ■ She was nervous, but no 
one picked up on it. b : to take (something, such as an 
idea) from another person or group and use it or continue 
to develop it yourself ■ The media has recently begun to 
pick up on this issue. ■ The fashion world picked up on this 
trend after she wore that dress to the award show. ■ The 
other students quickly picked up on f =adopted\ the expres¬ 
sion. c : to continue talking about (a statement, subject, 
etc.) ■ I’d like to pick up on your last comment. ■ She began 
the class by picking up on a. point she made earlier. 2 pick 
up (someone) on (something) or pick (someone) up on 
(something) Brit: to question (someone) about (something 
said or done) ■ I’d like to pick up the last speaker on one of 
the points she made. ■ When he said that whales were fish, I 
felt I had to pick him up on it. [=to challenge him on it] 
pick your way always followed by an adverb or preposition 
: to walk very slowly while carefully choosing where to 
put your feet ■ The horses slowly pick their way across the 
rocky ground. ■ We picked our way down the muddy path. 
2 pick noun, pi picks 

1 [singular] : the ability to choose the person or thing that 
you want ■ If you get there early enough, you’ll have your 
pick of seats. ■ All of these restaurants are good. Take your 
pick. [=choose any of them] ■ The girls got to choose their 
partners, and she got (the) first pick. [=she was able to 
choose her partner first] 

2 [count] : someone or something that is chosen ■ My picks 
[=choices] are the roasted duck and the chocolate cake. — 
usually singular ■ Who is your pick to win? [=who do you 
think will win?] ■ The team made him the second pick [=the 
second person who was chosen] in the 1998 draft. ■ She was 
their number one pick. = She was their first pick. [=she was 
the person they wanted most] ■ Here is our top pick for this 
year’s wine list. 

3 [singular] : the best part of something or the best thing or 
things in a group — used in the phrase the pick of • It was 
surely the pick of this year’s films. [=it was the best film this 
year] ■ I read many books this summer, and that was the pick 
of the bunch. [=the best of the bunch/group] ■ There are 
many good cars on the market now, but this one is clearly 
the pick of the litter. [=the best one] 

- compare 3 pick 
3 pick noun, pi picks [count] 

1 : a large tool that has a long handle and a heavy metal bar 
that is pointed at one or both ends and that is used for break¬ 
ing rocks or digging in hard ground — see also ice pick, 
toothpick 

2 : a small, thin piece of plastic or metal that is used to play a 
guitar or similar instrument — called also plectrum 

— compare 2 pick 

pick—and—mix or pick’n’mix adj, Brit: having a mixture 
of different things that you can choose ■ The shop offers a 
pick-and-mix assortment of new and used items. ■ a 
pick'n'mix approach to the problem 
pick'SX (US) or Chiefly Brit pick«axe /'pik,£eks/ noun, pi 
-axes [count] : 3 pick 1 

picked /'pikt/ adj : carefully chosen ■ apicked [=(more com¬ 
monly) handpicked] group/team/force of soldiers 
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pick*er /'pika/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person or machine 
that picks crops ■ fruit/orange/strawberry pickers ■ a cotton 
picker 

pick-er-el /'pikaral/ noun, pi pickerel [count] : a small 
North American fish that lives in rivers and streams 
1 pick-et /'pikat/ noun, pi -ets [count] 

1 : a stick or post that is pointed at the end so that it can be 
put into the ground ■ a house surrounded by a white picket 
fence 

2 a : a person or group of people who are standing or 
marching near a place to protest something ■ Pickets 
marched in front of the company headquarters. ■ The strik¬ 
ers held picket signs painted with angry slogans, b Brit : a 
protest or strike involving pickets ■ The students were barred 
from holding a picket outside the company’s headquarters. 

3 : a soldier or a group of soldiers whose duty is to guard 
something (such as a camp) 

2 picket verb -ets; -et-ed; -et-ing 

1 : to stand or march in a public place in order to protest 
something or to prevent other workers from going to work 
during a strike [no obj] Workers picketed outside the gro¬ 
cery store. [+ obj] The union is picketing the factory. 

2 [+ obj] : to guard (something, such as a road or camp) with 
a group of soldiers 

pick*et*er /'pikate/ noun, pi -ers [count] US : a person who 
stands or marches in front of a business, a government build¬ 
ing, etc., as a form of protest — usually plural ■ Picketers 
crowded the sidewalk in front of the clinic, 
picket line noun, pi ~ lines [count] : a line or group of peo¬ 
ple who are refusing to go to work until their employer 
agrees to certain demands ■ She joined her coworkers on the 
picket line. • The other employees refused to cross the picket 
line. [=to work while other workers were picketing] 
picking noun [noncount] : the activity of removing fruits 
from a plant for use ■ Berry picking is a favorite summer ac¬ 
tivity. ■ We’re going apple picking. 
pickings /'pikiqz, 'pikanz/ noun [plural] informal : oppor¬ 
tunities for getting the things you want or need ■ I try to go to 
yard sales early to get the best pickings. • It was slim pickings 
[=there were very few good things to choose from] at this 
year’s show. ■ thieves looking for easy pickings • {chiefly Brit) 
rich pickings 

1 pick-le /'pikal/ noun, pi pick-les 

1 [count] chiefly US : a cucumber that is preserved in salt wa¬ 
ter or vinegar — see also dill pickle 

2 [noncount] Brit : a thick, cold sauce made of chopped veg¬ 
etables preserved in vinegar 

3 [singular] informal : an unpleasant or difficult situation — 
usually used in the phrase in a pickle ■ We were in a pickle 
when we missed our deadline. 

2 pickle verb pickles; pick-led; pick-ling [+ obj] : to pre¬ 
serve (food) with salt water or vinegar ■ They pickled the cab¬ 
bage. 

pickled adi 

1 : preserved with salt water or vinegar - pickled ginger • The 
herring is pickled. 

2 not used before a noun, informal : very drunk or intoxicat¬ 
ed ■ He got pickled at the office party. 

pick—me—up /'pikmi,Ap/ noun, pi -ups [count] : something 
(such as a drink) that makes you feel better and more lively ■ 
Coffee is my usual morning pick-me-up. ■ I could really use a 
pick-me-up after the day I just had. 
pick*n’ mix variant spelling of pick-and-mix 
pick-Off /'pik,a:f/ noun, pi -offs [count] US, baseball : a play 
in which a runner who is close to a base is tagged out when 
the pitcher or catcher quickly throws the ball to that base ■ 
He made a pickoff throw to third base. — see also pick off at 
‘pick 

pick-pock-et /'pik,pa:k3t/ noun, pi -ets [count] : a thief 
who steals money and other things from people’s pockets 
and purses — see also pick pockets at ‘PICK 
1 pick-up /'pik,Ap/ noun, pi -ups 

1 [count]: a small truck that has an open back with low sides 
— called also pickup truck ; see picture at truck 

2 : the act of going somewhere to get a person or thing that 
you will then take to another place [noncount] The fee pays 
for garbage/trash pickup. ■ Is this order for pickup or deliv¬ 
ery? [=do you want to come and get the order yourself, or do 
you want us to deliver the order to you?] ■ Your pizza will be 
ready for pickup [=you can pick up your pizza] in 20 min¬ 
utes. [count] The school bus was late for its afternoon pick¬ 
up. ■ The truck is scheduled to make a pickup today. 


3 [count] : an increase in activity — usually + in ■ They saw a 
pickup in business during the last quarter. ■ Several of our 
stores have reported a pickup in orders. ■ a pickup in consum¬ 
er spending 

4 [noncount] US : the ability of a vehicle to increase speed 
quickly • The car comers well and has good pickup. [=(more 
formally) acceleration] 

5 [count] : a person you meet and have a usually brief sexual 
relationship with ■ He looked for pickups in singles bars. 

6 [count] : a device on a musical instrument (such as an elec¬ 
tric guitar) that makes sounds louder by changing them into 
electrical signals ■ a guitar pickup 

7 [count] sports : a player who becomes part of a team after 
being obtained from another team ■ He joined the team as a 
free agent pickup last summer. 

2 pickup ad), always used before a noun, US 

1 : organized informally with people who are available or 
nearby at the time ■ He plays with pickup bands at night¬ 
clubs. ■ a pickup football game ■ playing pickup basketball 

2 ; of or relating to the act of trying to meet strangers in or¬ 
der to have brief sexual relationships with them • What’s the 
pickup scene like in this city? ■ He tried using one of his pick¬ 
up lines [=a comment used to start a conversation with 
someone you are attracted to] on her, but it didn’t work. 

picky /•piki / adj pick-i-er; -est : very careful or too careful 
about choosing or accepting things : hard to please ■ He’s a 
picky [=Jussy] eater. ■ She’s very picky [=choosy] about what 
brands of shoes she’ll wear. 

1 pic-nic /■pikmk/ noun, pi -flics [count] 

1 a : a meal that is eaten outdoors especially during a trip 
away from home ■ We decided to have a picnic on the beach. 
■ We ate our picnic by the lake, b : a trip or party that in¬ 
cludes a meal eaten outdoors ■ This weekend I have a family 
picnic [=a picnic with family members] to go to. ■ The annual 
school/company picnic is this weekend. If you go on a pic¬ 
nic, you go somewhere to have a picnic ■ Let’s go on a picnic 
today. 

2 informal : something that is pleasant or easy ■ This winter 
is a picnic compared with last year’s. — often used in nega¬ 
tive statements ■ Breaking a leg is no picnic. [=breaking a leg 
is not a pleasant experience] ■ Being president isn’t exactly a 
picnic. [=being president is not easy] 

2 picnic verb -nics; -nicked; -nick-ing [no obj] : to eat a 
meal outdoors especially during a trip away from home : to 
have a picnic ■ We picnicked in the park. 

— pic-nick-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ The park was full of 
picnickers. 

pic-to-ri-al /pik'torijal/ ad), always used before a noun 

1 : of or relating to painting or drawing ■ pictorial art 

2 : having or using pictures ■ pictorial magazines ■ a pictorial 
message ■ a pictorial record of the trip 
-pic-to-ri-al-ly adv 

1 j3ic-ture /'piktf;*/ noun, pi -tures 

1 [count] : a painting, drawing, or photograph of someone or 
something ■ I hung the picture on the wall. ■ The book has a 
lot of pictures. ■ Draw a picture of your house. ■ We looked at 
family pictures, [-photos] - We took pictures [=photographs] 
of the wedding. • a picture frame [=a frame for holding a pic¬ 
ture! 

2 [count] : an idea of how something or someone looks, of 
what something is like, etc. — usually singular • I have a 
mental picture of what he looks like. ■ The book gives us a 
picture of life in a small village. • I don’t yet have a full picture 
of what’s going on. ■ After your explanation, I have a better/ 
clearer picture of what to expect. ■ {informal) You’ve said 
enough. I get the picture. [=1 understand; I get the idea] 

3 [noncount] : a general situation ■ The staff looked at the fi¬ 
nancial picture of the company. ■ The overall economic pic¬ 
ture is improving. ■ Marriage never entered the picture [=was 
never considered] until now. ■ After a brief separation, her 
boyfriend is back in the picture. [=she is dating him again] ■ 
With last year’s winner out of the picture [=no longer in the 
competition], she has a good chance of winning. — see also 
BIG PICTURE 

4 [count] : an image on the screen of a television set ■ The 
picture is fuzzy. 

5 a [count] : a movie or film ■ “Casablanca" won the award 
for Best Picture in 1943. b the pictures old-fashioned : a 
showing of a movie in a theater ■ I took my girlfriend to the 
pictures. [=(6?T) the movies] c pictures [plural] : the movies 
or movie industry ■ He wants to work in pictures. 

6 [noncount] a : someone or something that looks exactly 
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like someone or something else ■ He is the picture of his fa¬ 
ther. [=he looks just like his father! b : a perfect example of 
something ■ She is the picture of health. [=she looks very 
healthy] 

a picture is worth a thousand words see 1 worth 
(as) pretty as a picture see 1 pretty 
keep someone in the picture or put someone in the pic¬ 
ture chiefly Brit : to give someone the information that is 
needed to understand something ■ Teachers meet regularly 
with parents to keep them in the picture about their child’s 
progress. ■ I’ll put you in the picture as soon as a final deci¬ 
sion has been made. 

paint/draw a picture of : to create an idea or understanding 
of something or someone through words, facts, etc. ■ The 
author paints a disturbing picture of life in the camp. ■ 
These statistics paint a clear picture of how the population 
is aging. 

2 picture verb -tures; -tured; -tuning [+ obf\ 

1 : to have a thought, understanding, or idea about (some¬ 
thing or someone) : imagine ■ I can still picture the house 1 
grew up in. ■ I can’t picture changing jobs at this point in my 
life. ■ Picture what it would be like if you didn’t own a car. ■ 
Can you picture him as a teacher? 

2 : to show or represent (someone or something) in a paint¬ 
ing, drawing, or photograph — usually used as (be) pictured ■ 
She is pictured here with her sister. 

3 : to describe (something or someone) in a particular way 
— + as; usually used as (be) pictured ■ She is pictured [= por¬ 
trayed ] as being very businesslike. 

picture book noun, pi ~ books [count] : a book that has 
many pictures and is usually for children 
picture-book adj, always used before a noun : very pretty 
or charming : like a picture in a picture book ■ picture-book 
scenery 

picture card noun, pi ~ cards [count] Brit : face card 
picture—perfect adj [more most ~] US : having an ap¬ 
pearance or quality that is exactly right: completely perfect 
■ The pilot made a picture-perfect landing. • The bride looked 
picture-perfect. [=the bride looked beautiful] 
picture postcard noun, pi ~ -cards [count] old-fashioned 
: a postcard with a photograph or picture on one side 
picture-postcard adj, always used before a noun : very 
pretty or charming : like a picture on a picture postcard ■ a 
picture-postcard village 

pic*tur*esque /^iktfa'resk/ adi [more most ~] 

1 : very pretty or charming : like a painted picture • a pictur¬ 
esque village/setting • The view of the mountains was very 
picturesque. 

2 : telling about something in a way that makes it very easy 
to imagine : causing someone to have a very clear mental 
picture of something ■ He gave a picturesque [=vivid] account 
of his travels. 

picture tube noun, pi ~ tubes [count] : cathode-ray 
TUBE 

picture window noun, pi ~ -dows [count] : a large win¬ 
dow that is made from a single piece of glass — see picture 
at WINDOW 

pid-dle /'pidl /verb pid-dles; pid-dled; pid-dling [no obj] 
informal : urinate • The dog piddled [-peed] on the rug. 
piddle around [phrasal verb] chiefly US, informal: to waste 
time doing something that is not important or useful ■ We 
should stop piddling around and get busy. 
piddle away [phrasal verb] piddle (something) away or pid¬ 
dle away (something) chiefly US, informal : to waste 
(something, such as time, money, an opportunity, etc.) ■ 
We piddled the whole morning away doing nothing. ■ He 
piddled away his entire paycheck, 
pid-dling /'pidlan/ adj, always used before a noun, informal 
+ disapproving : small or unimportant ■ He was paid a pid¬ 
dling amount of money. ■ piddling details 
pid-dly /’pidli/ adj, always used before a noun, informal + dis¬ 
approving : piddling ■ I don’t want to argue about piddly 
details. 

pid-gin /'pitfcan/ noun, pi -gins [count, noncount] : a lan¬ 
guage that is formed from a mixture of several languages 
when speakers of different languages need to talk to each 
other — often used before another noun ■ linguists studying 
pidgin languages around the world ■ He spoke to me in Pid¬ 
gin English. [=English mixed with words from other lan¬ 
guages] 

pie /'pai/ noun, pi pies : a food that consists of a pastry crust 
that is filled with fruit, meat, etc. [count] The bakery sells 


pies and cakes, [noncount] Would you like a piece/slice of 
apple pie ? ■ I would like some pie. • a pie plate [=a dish used 
for holding a pie] — see picture at baking; see also boston 
CREAM PIE, POTPIE, SHEPHERD’S PIE 
a piece/slice/share of the pie : a portion of a particular 
amount of money ■ The state needs to give public schools a 
larger piece of the pie. [=the state needs to give public 
schools more funds] ■ He’s the best player on the team and 
he wants a bigger slice of the pie. [=he wants more money] 
(as) easy as pie see *easy 
eat humble pie see eat 
have a finger in aAhe pie see 1 finger 

- see also cow pie, cutie-pie, pie chart, pie in the sky, 

SWEETIE PIE 

pie-bald /'pai,ba:ld/ adj, always used before a noun : spotted 
with two different colors (especially black and white) ■ a pie¬ 
bald horse 

1 Piece /'pi:s/ noun, pi piec-es 

1 [count] a : an amount that is cut or separated from a larg¬ 
er section of something ■ Divide the pie into six equal pieces. 

■ The cheese was cut into small pieces and arranged on a sil¬ 
ver platter. — often + of' I need a few more pieces of tape. ■ a 
long piece of string ■ a piece of wood/metal/plastic/leather/ 
cloth ■ a piece of steak/chicken/fish ■ a piece [=slice] of pizza/ 
bread/cake — see also piece of cake b : an amount of 
something considered separately from the rest — + of m She 
bought a small piece of land/property in the country. 

2 [count] : a small often broken part of something ■ pieces 
1= fragments J of broken glass ■ You have a piece of lettuce 
stuck between your teeth. ■ Her broken bicycle lay in pieces 
by the side of the road. ■ I watched her rip the letter to/into 
pieces and throw it away. ■ The old bridge was blown to piec¬ 
es [-blown apart] during the war. 

3 [count] : one of the parts that form a complete thing when 
they are put together ■ There are 12 pieces in this stainless 
steel knife set. ■ a jigsaw puzzle with 500 pieces ■ We’re miss¬ 
ing one piece of the puzzle. ■ They built up the stone wall one 
piece at a time. = They built up the stone wall piece by piece. 

■ I took apart the engine piece by piece and put it back to¬ 
gether again. ■ (Brit) The rifle comes to pieces [=it separates 
into parts] for easy storage. ■ (Brit) They took the bed to piec¬ 
es [=they took apart the bed] and moved it out of the room. 

— often used in combination ■ a three-piece suit ■ on e-piece 
bathing suits ■ a five-piece band 

4 [singular] : a part of someone or something that is shared 
with other people: portion — + of' a piece of the jackpot ■ 
They went there to claim a piece of the American dream for 
themselves. ■ The town is growing fast, and these construc¬ 
tion companies want a piece of the new housing market. ■ 
Once she became famous, everyone wanted a piece of her. = 
Everyone wanted a piece of her time. [=everyone wanted her 
to do things for them] — see also a piece of the action at ac¬ 
tion, a piece of the pie at pie 

5 [count] : one of a particular type of thing — + of ■ Please 
take out a piece [=sheet] of paper and write your name on the 
top. ■ I packed three pieces of fruit: two apples and a banana. 

■ a piece of candy /chalk ■ We had several new pieces of furni¬ 
ture delivered to our home. ■ You got two pieces of mail to¬ 
day. ■ a piece of clothing ■ an expensive piece of jewelry /lug¬ 
gage/equipment ■ His last car was a piece of junk. [=it was 
worthless or of poor quality] — see also conversation 
PIECE, PIECE OF WORK 

6 [count] : an example or amount of something — usually 
singular; + of' May 1 offer you a piece [=bit] of advice? [=may 
1 offer you some advice?] ■ I just heard a wonderful piece of 
news! ■ a new piece of infoimation/evidence ■ an important 
piece of legislation ■ a silly piece of nonsense ■ That’s a really 
nice piece of work you’ve done there! ■ an impressive piece of 
acting ■ a famous piece [=work] of art/literature/music 

7 [count] a : a work of art, music, drama, or literature ■ The 
statue David is one of Michelangelo’s most famous pieces. ■ a 
piece painted by Pablo Picasso ■ Next, we will be performing 
a piece by J. S. Bach. ■ a piano piece - a piece (written) for pi¬ 
ano ■ They performed a short dramatic piece written for the 
king’s birthday. — see also museum piece, period piece, 
set piece b : an article in a newspaper or magazine or one 
of the parts of a television or radio news program ■ He has 
written several pieces for the magazine. ■ The newspaper 
printed her opinion piece [=an article that expresses some¬ 
one’s beliefs or views] criticizing the president. — often + 
about or on ■ Did you see that piece about/on the earthquake 
survivors? — see also puff piece 

8 [count] : one of the small movable objects in a game like 
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chess or checkers ■ Move your piece [=man] forward three 
spaces. ■ capturing an opponent’s pieces 

9 [count] a : a coin that has a specified value ■ a 50-cent 
piece ■ a 10-pence piece b : a coin that is made of a specified 
metal ■ 30 gold pieces 

10 [count] : gun ■ [chiefly US, informal) He reached into his 
pocket and pulled out a piece. [=handgun] ■ artillery pieces 
[=large guns that shoot over long distances] from the First 
World War 

11 [singular] US, informal : an amount of distance that is not 
specified ■ Their house is a fair piece from here. [=is a fairly 
long way away from here] ■ It’s down the road apiece. 

bits and pieces see ‘bit 

fall to pieces 1 : to break into parts ■ The old map fell to 
pieces [-came apart, fell apart] in my hands. 2 : to be¬ 
come ruined or destroyed ■ His life fell to pieces after his di¬ 
vorce. 3 : to become unable to control your emotions ■ 
She falls to pieces [-breaks down] when she tries to talk 
about the accident. ■ When he heard the bad news, he just 
fell to pieces. [=he started to cry] 
give someone a piece of your mind see ‘mind 
go to pieces : to become unable to behave normally be¬ 
cause you are very nervous or upset ■ He tends to go to 
pieces [-break down] under pressure. ■ I go (all) to pieces if I 
have to talk in front of a large group of people. 
in one piece : without being hurt or damaged ■ It was a dif¬ 
ficult trip, but we all made it home in one piece. [=safe and 
sound] • All our furniture arrived in one piece, 
of a piece 1 : having similar qualities or characteristics 
: matching each other or belonging together ■ She believes 
that the two crimes are of a piece. [=are very similar] • We 
chose these 12 songs for the album because they were all of 
a piece. 2 : in agreement or harmony with something ■ 
This new theory is very much of a piece [=(more common¬ 
ly) consistent] with their earlier work. 
pick (someone or something) to pieces see ‘pick 
pick up the pieces see pick up at ‘pick 
say your piece : to say what you want to say : to express 
your opinions or ideas ■ You will all be given a chance to 
say your piece [=speakyour mind] at the meeting tonight. ■ 
You’ve said your piece, now please let me respond. 
tear (someone or something) to pieces see 'tear 
to pieces informal : to a very great degree : very much ■ 
We’re thrilled to pieces [=to bits] that you’ve decided to 
stay! ■ She loves him to pieces. — see also ‘piece 2, 3 
(above) 

2 piece verb pieces; pieced; piec-ing 

piece together [phrasal verb] piece (something) together or 
piece together (something) : to make (something) by 
bringing together various parts or pieces ■ She pieced the 
quilt together from scraps of old cloth. ■ Watching the mov¬ 
ie was like piecing together [=putting together] a jigsaw puz¬ 
zle. : to bring together (various parts or pieces) to form 
one complete thing ■ The police had to piece together re¬ 
ports from several witnesses to get an accurate account of 
what happened. ■ piecing together the clues/evidence 
piece de re-sis-tance /pi,Esd3r3,zi:'sta:ns/ noun, pi 
pieces de re*sis*tance /pi,Esd3r3,zi:'sta:ns/ [count] : the 
best or most important thing or event ■ The piice de resis¬ 
tance of the whole concert was when the two bands came 
onstage to perform together. ■ The waiter suggested we try 
the restaurant’s piice de resistance: the chocolate souffte. 
piece*meal /'pv.s'mv.U adj [more most ~]: done or made 
in a gradual way in a series of separate steps ■ They’ve done 
piecemeal repairs in the past, but the bridge now needs ma¬ 
jor reconstruction. * Some people want the changes to be 
made all at once, but I think we should take a more piece¬ 
meal approach. 

— piecemeal adv ■ Our parents started selling off the family 
farm piecemeal [-gradually, piece by piece] several years 
ago, and now there are only five acres left, 
piece Of cake noun [singular] informal : something that is 
easy to do ■ “How was the test?” “The essay portion was 
hard, but the rest was a piece of cake." [=cinch, breeze] 
piece Of work noun, pi pieces of work [count] chiefly 
US, informal + often disapproving : someone who is difficult 
to understand : a complicated or strange person ■ She’s a 
piece of work, isn’t she? ■ Man, that guy’s a real piece of work, 
a nasty piece of work chiefly Brit : an unkind or unpleasant 
person • Her boyfriend is a nasty piece of work. 
piece*WOrk /'pi.s.wa-k/ noun [noncount] : work in which 
you are paid for each thing you make or do and not for the 


amount of time you work ■ doing piecework in a factory — 
often used before another noun * piecework rates/eamings 

— piece.work-er /'piisjwa-ka*/ noun, pi -ers [count] 
pie Chart noun, pi ~ charts 

[count] : a chart consisting of a cir¬ 
cle that is divided into parts to 
show the size of the different 
amounts that are a part of a whole 
amount 

pie*crust /■pa^krAst/ noun, pi 
-crusts [count] : the outer part of 
a pie 

pie hole noun, pi ~ holes [count] 

US slang : someone’s mouth ■ teen¬ 
agers shoving pizza down their pie 
holes ■ Shut your pie hotel [=shut 
up; stop talking] 

pie in the sky noun [noncount] 
someone says will happen but that seems impossible or un¬ 
likely : a very unlikely or unrealistic goal, plan, etc. ■ His 
plan to reduce the national debt seems like pie in the sky. 

— pie—In—the—sky adj ■ Voters did not believe his pie-in- 
the-sky promises. 

pier /'pi &J noun, pi piers [count] : a structure that goes out 
from a shore into the water Piers are typically used as a 
place for ships to load and unload people or things or as a 
place where people can walk. ■ The ferry leaves from pier 4. ■ 
People were fishing off the pier. ■ Couples walked on/along 
the pier. 

pierce /'pias/ verb pierc*es; pierced; pierc-lng 

1 : to make a hole in or through (something) [+ obf] The 
needle pierced her skin. ■ The bullet pierced his lung. ■ She 
had her ears pierced. = She pierced her ears. [=she had holes 
made in her ears so that she could wear earrings] [no obf] 
The needle pierced into her skin. ■ The bullet pierced through 
his lung. 

2 : to go through or into (something) in a forceful or notice¬ 
able way [+ obf] A scream pierced the silence. ■ The fog was 
pierced by a dim light. [=a dim light could be seen through 
the fog] [no obf] — often + through ■ The flashlight pierced 
through the darkness. ■ A scream pierced through the air. ■ 
The troops pierced through the enemy’s defenses. 

pierced adj 

1 of a body part : having a hole that was made so that a piece 
of jewelry can be worn through it ■ She has pierced ears. ■ a 
pierced nose/navel 

2 : having holes made in one or more parts of your body so 
you can wear jewelry in them ■ a tattooed and pierced musi¬ 
cian 

1 piercing noun, pi -ings 

1 [noncount] : the act or practice of decorating your body 
with jewelry or other objects that are attached directly to 
your skin ■ There’s a small shop in town where they do tat¬ 
tooing and body piercing. 

2 [count] : a hole through part of the body where a piece of 
jewelry can be attached ■ She got another ear piercing. 

2 piercing adi [more most ~] 

1 : seeming to have the power to see a person’s thoughts or 
feelings ■ She looked at me with piercing eyes, and I was sud¬ 
denly frightened that she knew what I had done. ■ I tried to 
avoid his piercing stare. 

2 : very loud and high-pitched ■ a piercing scream/voice 

3 : having a strong affect on someone : felt in a very notice¬ 
able way ■ She felt a piercing sadness when she heard the 
news. 

4 : very cold ■ a piercing wind 

— pierc*ing*ly adv • My father looked piercingly at me. • It 
is piercingly cold outside. 

pi*e*ty /'pajati/ noun [noncount] : devotion to God : the 
quality or state of being pious ■ He was admired for his ex¬ 
treme piety. ■ an act of piety 

pif*fle /'pifal/ noun [noncount] informal + old-fashioned 
: words or ideas that are false or silly : nonsense ■ His story 
is complete piffle. 

pif-fling /'pifalii]/ adi, chiefly Brit, informal + disapproving 
: small and unimportant ■ a piffling [= piddling ] amount of 
money 

1 plq /'pig/ noun, pi pigs 

f [count] : an animal that has a fat body with short legs, a 
small tail, and a wide nose and that is raised on a farm or 
lives in the wild — compare hog, piglet, sow; see also 
GUINEA PIG, POTBELLIED PIG 



: something good that 
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2 [count] informal + disapprov¬ 
ing a : someone who eats a lot 
of food especially at one time ■ 

The kids eat like pigs. [=the kids 
eat a lot] ■ I made a pig of my¬ 
self at dinner. [=1 ate too much 
at dinner] b : someone who 
selfishly wants or takes more 
than other people ■ a greedy pig 
C : someone who is unpleasant 
or offensive ■ Don’t be a pig. Say “excuse me” after you burp. 
• They live like pigs. [=they live in a dirty environment] ■ He 
is a sexist pig. - He is a male chauvinist pig. [=he is a man 
who thinks women are not equal to men] 

3 [count] slang, offensive : police officer 

4 [singular] Brit, informal : something that is very difficult or 
unpleasant — + of ■ I had a pig of a day at work. [=1 had a 
very difficult day at work] 

a pig in a poke old-fashioned : something usually of poor 
quality that someone tries to persuade you to buy or ac¬ 
cept when you do not know much about it ■ If you buy a 
used car without testing it, you’re buying a pig in a poke, 
in a pig’s eye see ‘eye 

make a pig’s ear (out) of Brit, informal : to do or manage 
something badly ■ He has made a pig's ear of his raelection 
campaign. 

pig in the middle see ‘piggy 

pigs might fly Brit, informal — said as a response to some¬ 
thing that seems unlikely to happen • "This time I think 
he’ll ask me to marry him!” "Yeah, and pigs might fly." 
when pigs fly US, informal — used to say that you think 
that something will never happen ■ The train station will be 
renovated when pigs fly. [=it will never be renovated] 

2 pig verb pigs; pigged; plg-ging 

pig out [phrasal verb] informal : to eat a lot of food at one 
time ■ I pigged out at the picnic. — often + on • The boys 
pigged out on pizza.. 

pi*geon /'picfean/ noun, pi -geons [count] : a gray bird that 
is common in cities and that has a fat body and short legs 

— see color picture on page C9; see also clay pigeon, 

HOMING PIGEON, STOOL PIGEON 

1 pigeon-hole /‘picfca^houl/ verb -holes; -holed; -hol¬ 
ing [+ obf] disapproving : to unfairly think of or describe 
(someone or something) as belonging to a particular group, 
having only a particular skill, etc. ■ She likes to perform dif¬ 
ferent types of music because she doesn’t want to be pigeon¬ 
holed. — often + as ■ She doesn’t want to be pigeonholed as a 
jazz musician. 

2 pigeonhole noun, pi -holes [count] 

1 chiefly Brit : a small open space in a desk, cabinet, or wall 
for keeping letters or papers 

2 disapproving — used to say that someone or something is 
being unfairly thought of or described as belonging to a par¬ 
ticular group, having only a particular skill, etc. ■ He’s a tal¬ 
ented actor who doesn’t want to be put in a pigeonhole. 
[=doesn’t want to be pigeonholed] 

pi-geon—toed /'picfc3n,toud f adj [more most ~]: having 

feet that are turned toward each other so that the toes do not 
point straight ahead • The child is pigeon-toed. 
pig*gery /'pigari/ noun, pi -ger-ies [count] chiefly Brit : a 
place where pigs are kept or raised 
pig-gish /'pigij/ adj [more most ~] chiefly US, informal + 
disapproving : greedy, offensive, or unpleasant ■ a piggish de¬ 
mand for more money ■ He has a piggish attitude toward 
women. 

— pig-gish-ly adv 

1 pig-gy /‘pigi/ noun, pi -gies [count] informal : a pig <>• Piggy 
is used especially by children or when talking to children. ■ 
Hey, look at the little piggyl 

Piggy in the middle also pig In the middle Brit, informal 
: someone who is brought into an argument between two 
people or groups • They’re arguing again, and I’m piggy in 
the middle. 

2 piggy a< % [more most ~] informal + disapproving : pig¬ 

gish ■ piggy behavior 

1 pig-gy-back /'pigj.bsek/ noun, pi -backs [count] : the act 
of carrying someone on your back or shoulders • Her father 
gave her a piggyback. = Her father gave her a piggyback ride. 
[=her father carried her on his back] 

— piggyback adv ■ a child being carried piggyback 
piggyback verb -backs; -backed; -back-lng : to be car¬ 
ried by or connected to something else or to cause (some¬ 


thing) to be carried by or connected to something else — 
usually used figuratively [no obf] Other companies are try¬ 
ing to piggyback on our success. [=trying to use our success 
to help themselves] [+ obf] The legislation is being piggy¬ 
backed on another bill. [=is being added to another bill so 
that they will both be passed together] 
piggy bank noun, pi ~ banks [count] : a container that is 
often shaped like a pig with a narrow opening in the top and 
that is used for saving coins 

pig-head-ed /'pig,hed3d/ adj [more —; most ~] disapprov¬ 
ing : refusing to do what other people want or to change 
your opinion or the way you do something : very stubborn ■ 
He was too pigheaded to listen to my suggestion. 

— pig-head-ed-ness noun [noncount] 

pig in a blanket noun, pi pigs in a blanket or pigs in 
blankets [count] US : a small hot dog that is served in a 
wrapping of baked dough 

pig Latin noun [noncount] chiefly US : a playful way of 
speaking English in which the sound at the beginning of a 
word is moved to the end and the sound “ay” is added ■ 
"Oseclay the oorday” is pig Latin for "close the door.” 
pig-let /‘piglat/ noun, pi -lets [count] ; a baby pig 
plg-ment /'piginant/ noun, pi -ments 

1 : a natural substance that gives color to animals and plants 
[count] Chlorophyll is a group of green pigments. ■ Melanin is 
a pigment that gives color to skin and fur. [noncount] Albi¬ 
nos lack normal skin pigment. 

2 : a substance that gives color to something else [count] 
Pigments are used to give color to paint, ink, and plastic. 
[noncount] Red pigment is mixed into the ink. 

— pig-ment-ed /'pig,ment3d/ adj • dark pigmented skin ■ 
pigmented paints 

pig-men-ta-tion /.piginan'tei/an/ noun [noncount] : the 
natural coloring of people, animals, or plants ■ dark skin pig¬ 
mentation 

pigmy variant spelling of PYGMY 
pig-pen /'pig,pen/ noun, pi -pens [count] US 

1 : pigsty 1 

2 : pigsty 2 ■ Their house is a real pigpen. 
pig-skin /'pig,skm/ noun, pi -skins 

1 [noncount] : leather made from the skin of a pig ■ The col¬ 
lar is made of pigskin. — often used before another noun ■ a 
pigskin jacket 

2 [count] US, informal : the ball used in American football ■ 
We threw the pigskin [=footbaU] around. 

pig-Sty /'pig.stai/ noun, pi -sties [count] 

1 : a place where pigs are kept — called also (US) pigpen, sty 

2 informal : a dirty or messy place ■ His room was a pigsty. 

— called also (US)pigpen, sty 

pig-tails /‘pig,teilz/ noun [plural] : hair lied in two ponytails 
or braids with one on each side of the head ■ I want to wear 
pigtails , but my mom tells me that they’re for little girls. ■ She 
wore her hair in pigtails. — see picture at hair 

— pig-tailed /'pig.teild/ adj, always used before a noun ■ a 
pigtailed little girl 

1 pike /'paik/ noun, pi pike or pikes [count ]: a large fish that 
lives in rivers and lakes and that has a long body and sharp 
teeth — compare 2 pike, 3 pike 

2 plke noun, pi pikes [count] US, informal : a road that people 
must pay to use : turnpike — usually used with the ■ There 
might be a lot of traffic on the pike. 

down the pike US, informal 1 : in the future ■ Today’s 
technology is only a hint at what’s down the pike. [=down 
the road] 2 come down the pike : to happen or appear ■ 
He is the greatest boxer to come down the pike [=come 
along] in years. ■ A chance like this doesn’t come down the 
pike every day. 

— compare ‘pike, 3 pike 

3 pike noun, pi pikes [count] : a long wooden pole with a steel 
point that was used in the past as a weapon — compare 
‘pike, 2 pike 

pi-laf /pi'laif, ‘pi:,la:f, Brit 'piijlsef/ noun, pi pi-lafs [count, 
noncount] : a dish that is made of seasoned rice and vegeta¬ 
bles and often meat ■ a vegetable pilaf ■ a serving of rice pilaf 

— called also (chiefly Brit) pilau 

pi-las-ter /pi'lsesta-/ noun, pi -ters [count] : a rectangular 
column that is attached to a wall and that is used for decora¬ 
tion or support 

Pi-la-tes /pa'laitiz/ noun [ noncount] : a system of exercises 
that are often done with special equipment 
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pi-lau /pa'lou, Brit 'pi:,Iao/ noun, pi -laus [count, noncount] 
chiefly Brit : PILAF 

1 pile /'pajal/ noun, pi piles [count] 

1 : a group of things that are put one on top of another ■ He 
put the magazines into a neat pile. ■ She raked the leaves into 
piles. ■ Take a card from the pile. — often + of • a. pile of wood 
■ a pile of clothes 

2 informal a : a very large amount of something ■ She had 
piles of work to do. ■ He makes a pile of money, b : a large 
amount of money "He made his pile and then retired. ■ He 
made a pile in the stock market. 

at the bottom of the pile : in a low or very unimportant po¬ 
sition ■ He is at the bottom of the pile but should get a pro¬ 
motion soon. • The team finished the season at the bottom 
of the pile. 

at the top of the pile : in a high or very important position ■ 
With this promotion, he will be at the top of the pile. ■ The 
team finished the season at the top of the pile. 

- compare 3 PILE, *PILE 

2 pile verb piles; piled; piMng 

1 [+ obj] : to put (something) in a pile • The campers piled 
[=stacked\ wood for the fire. ■ The books were piled 
[=heaped] high on the table. — often + up ■ The teacher neat¬ 
ly piled up the students’ papers. 

2 [+ obj] : to put a large amount of things on or in (some¬ 
thing) — + with ■ He piled his plate with potatoes. ■ The chair 
was piled with clothes. [=there was a pile of clothes on the 
chair] 

3 [+ obj] : to put (things or people) inside or on top of some¬ 
thing in a quick and careless way — + into or onto ■ I piled all 
my clothes into one suitcase. ■ We piled the kids into the van. 
• He piled potatoes onto his plate. 

4 [no obj] of a group of people, animals, etc. : to enter or get 
on something (such as a building or vehicle) quickly — + 
into or onto ■ The kids piled [=< crowded] into the van. ■ People 
piled into the theater. • We piled onto the sofa. 

pile in [phrasal verb] of a group of people, animals, etc. : to 
move into a place or vehicle quickly ■ She parked the van 
and we all piled in. 

pile on [phrasal verb] 1 pile on (something) : to put a large 
amount of (something) on something or someone ■ He 
piled on the gravy. • The teacher punished the class by pil¬ 
ing on more work. [=the teacher punished the class by giv¬ 
ing them more work] ■ Her parents piled on the pressure to 
do well in school. [=her parents put a lot of pressure on her 
to do well in school] ❖ If you pile on the pounds, you gain 
a lot of weight. 2 US, informal : to join other people in 
criticizing something or someone in usually an unfair way 
■ After the first few negative reviews, all the other critics 
started piling on. 

pile out [phrasal verb] of a group of people, animals, etc. : to 
move out of a place or a vehicle quickly ■ She parked the 
van, and the kids piled out. ■ The crowd piled out of the the¬ 
ater. 

pile up [phrasal verb] : to increase in amount or number to a 
total that is difficult to manage ■ Work piled up while she 
was on vacation. ■ The bills are piling up. ■ Traffic piled up 
because of the accident. ■ Snow piled up on the cars. — see 
also PILEUP 

3 pile noun : a soft surface of short threads on a rug, carpet, 
etc. [singular] The rug has a thick pile, [noncount] It’s a yel¬ 
low rug with shaggy pile. — compare 3 nap — compare 
l PILE, 4 PILE 

4 pile noun, pi piles [count] : a long stake or pointed post that 
is pushed into the ground to support something (such as a 
building) — compare ^ile, 3 pile 
pile driver noun, pi ~ -ers [count] 

1 : a machine used for hammering posts into the ground 

2 Brit, informal : a very hard kick or hit ■ He hit a pile driver 
into the net from 20 yards out. 

piles noun [plural] medical : a swollen mass of veins located 
at or near the anus ■ He has piles. [=hemorrhoids] 
pile-Up /'paj3l,Ap/ noun, pi -ups [count] 

1 : an accident in which several or many vehicles crash into 
each other ■ A five-car pileup slowed traffic. 

2 : a large amount of something that has increased gradually 
over a period of time ■ a pileup of debt — see also pile up at 
2 pile 

pil-fer Ppitfej verb -fers; -fered; -fer-ing : to steal things 
that are not very valuable or to steal a small amount of 
something [no obj ] He was caught pilfering. [+ obj ] She pil¬ 
fered stamps and paper from work. 


pil-grim /'pilgrem/ noun, pi -grims [count] 

1 : someone who travels to a holy place ■ Thousands of Mus¬ 
lim pilgrims traveled to Mecca. 

2 Pilgrim : one of the people who traveled by boat from En¬ 
gland and created the first permanent settlement in New En¬ 
gland at Plymouth in 1620 

pil-grim-age /'pilgramicfe/ noun, pi -ag-es 

1 : a journey to a holy place [count] He made a pilgrimage 
to Mecca, [noncount] The tradition of pilgrimage is impor¬ 
tant in Islam. 

2 : a journey to a special or unusual place [count] The fam¬ 
ily went on a pilgrimage to historical battlefields, [noncount] 
The poet’s grave site has become a place of pilgrimage. 

1 pill /'pil/ noun, pi pills [count] 

1 a : a small, rounded object that you swallow and that con¬ 
tains medicine, vitamins, etc. ■ She took a pill for her head¬ 
ache. ■ The drug is available as a pill or a liquid. • diet pills 

— see also pep pill, poison pill, sleeping pill, sugar 
pill b the pill : a pill that a woman takes so that she will 
not become pregnant : a contraceptive in pill form ■ She is 
on the pill. [=she is taking birth control pills regularly] — see 
also morning-after pill 

2 US, itiformal : an annoying person — usually singular ■ 
Don’t be such a pill. 

(a) bitter pill (to swallow) see Fitter 
sugar/sweeten the pill: to make an unpleasant thing less 
difficult to accept or deal with ■ Faster service may sugar 
the pill of higher fees. 

2 pill verb pills; pilled; pill-ing [no obj] of a sweater, fabric, etc. 

: to begin to have small balls of fiber on the surface usually 
after having been worn or used many times ■ Wool sweaters 
may pill after you wash them. 

pil-lage /■ pilic&/ verb -lag*es; -laged; -lagging : to take 
things from (a place, such as a city or town) by force espe¬ 
cially during a war : to loot or plunder (a place) [+ obj] The 
enemy pillaged the town. ■ The town was pillaged and 
burned, [no obj] barbarians known for looting and pillaging 

— pillage noun [noncount] ■ The town suffered pillage and 
destruction. — piMag-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ The muse¬ 
um’s artwork was stolen by pillagers. 

pil-lar /'pilay noun, pi -lars [count] 

1 : a large post that helps to hold up something (such as a 
roof) 

2 : someone who is an important member of a group — + of 

■ He is a pillar of the church/community. ■ a pillar of society 

3 : a basic fact, idea, or principle of something — + of ■ a 
central pillar of the theory ■ one of the five pillars of Islam ■ 
The right to vote is a pillar of democracy. 

4 : something that rises into the air in a tall, thin shape ■ Pil¬ 
lars of smoke rose from the factory. ■ a pillar of rock 

from pillar to post chiefly Brit : from one place or one situ¬ 
ation to another ■ His book has been passed from pillar to 
post, but no one wants to publish it. • He has been running 
from pillar to post his whole life. 
pillar of strength : someone or something that gives sup¬ 
port or help during difficult times ■ My husband was my/a 
pillar of strength during my mother’s illness. ■ Religion was 
his pillar of strength after his wife died. 
pill-bOX /*pil,ba:ks/ noun, pi -box-es [count] 

1 : a small box for holding pills 

2 : a small, low shelter for machine guns and other weapons 

3 : a small, round hat without a brim 

pil-lion /'piljan/ noun [singular] chiefly Brit : a seat for a pas¬ 
senger on a motorcycle — often used before another noun ■ 
a pillion passenger/seat 

— pillion adv, chiefly Brit ■ He rode pillion. [=on a pillion] 
pil-lock /'pilak/ noun, pi -locks [count] Brit slang : a stupid 

person ■ He was acting like a total pillock. 

1 pil-IO-ry /'pilari/ verb -ries; -ried; -ry-ing [+ obj] : to pub¬ 
licly criticize (someone) in a very harsh way ■ The press pillo¬ 
ried the judge for her decision. — often used as (be) pilloried 

■ The mayor was pilloried by the press for his comments. 
2 pillory noun, pi -ries [count] : a device that was used in the 

past for punishing someone in public and that consists of a 
wooden frame with holes in which the head and hands can 
be locked 

pil-low /*pilou/ noun, pi -lows [count ]: a bag filled with soft 
material that is used as a cushion usually for the head of a 
person who is lying down — see picture at bed 
pil-low-case /'pilou,keis/ noun, pi -cas-es [count] : a re¬ 
movable covering for a pillow — called also pillowslip', see 
picture at bed 
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pil-low-slip / l pilou,slip/ noun, pi -slips [count] : pillow¬ 
case 

pillow talk noun [ noncount] informal : a conversation be¬ 
tween lovers in bed 
1 pMot /'pailat/ noun, pi -lots [count\ 

1 : a person who flies an airplane, helicopter, etc. ■ an airline 
pilot ■ a fighter/bomber pilot — see also AUTOPILOT, BUSH 
PILOT, COPILOT, TEST PILOT 

2 : a person who steers or guides a ship into and out of a 
port or in dangerous waters 

3 : a single television show that is made as a test to see if a 
television series based on the show would be popular and 
successful 

4 : PILOT LIGHT 

— pi-lot-less /'pailatlss/ adj ■ pilotless aircraft/planes 
2 pilot verb -lots; -lot-ed; -lot-ing [+ obj\ 

1 : to fly (an airplane, spacecraft, etc.) ■ He is learning how 
to pilot a helicopter. 

2 : to steer or guide (a ship) ■ He skillfully piloted the ship 
into port during the storm. — often used figuratively ■ The 
education bill was piloted through the House and Senate. ■ 
The hostess piloted us to our table. ■ a skillful manager who 
has piloted his team to the playoffs 

3 pilot adj, always used before a noun : done as a test to see if a 
larger program, study, etc., should be done ■ The group con¬ 
ducted a pilot program/project/study. ■ a pilot episode 
pilot light noun, pi ~ lights [count] : a small flame that is 
always burning in a gas stove, burner, etc., and that is used to 
light a larger flame 

pilot Officer noun, pi - cers [count] : an officer of low 

rank in the British Air Force 

pil-sner or pil-sen*er /'pilsna-/ noun, pi -sners or -seners 

[count, noncount] : a light beer with a strong flavor of hops 
pi'ITien-tO /pa'mentou/ noun, pi -tos or -to [count] : pi- 
MIENTO 

pi-mien-to /pam'jentou/ noun, pi -tos [count] : a type of 
small, mildly sweet pepper 

1 pimp /'pimp/ noun, pi pimps [count] : a man who makes 
money illegally by getting customers for prostitutes 
2 pimp verb pimps; pimped; pimp-ing [no obj] : to get cus¬ 
tomers for prostitutes : to work as a pimp — often +for ■ He 
pimps for three women. 

pim*ple /'pimpal/ noun, pi pimples [count] : a small, red, 
swollen spot on the skin ■ a teenager who has pimples [-acne] 

— pim-pled /'pimpald/ adj [more most —] ■ a pimpled 
face — pirn-ply /*pimp3li/ adj pim-pli-er; -est [also more 

most ~] ■ pimply skin ■ a pimply teenager 
1 Pin /'pin/ noun, pi pins 

1 count] : a thin, pointed piece of stiff wire with a rounded 
head at one end that is used especially for fastening pieces of 
cloth — see picture at sewing; see also bobby pin, 
CLOTHESPIN, DRAWING PIN, HAIRPIN, SAFETY PIN 

2 [count] a : a thin, pointed piece of stiff wire with a deco¬ 
ration at one end — see also hatpin b chiefly US 
: brooch c : a small usually circular object that has writ¬ 
ing and often a picture on it and that has a pin on the back so 
that it can be fastened to clothing, bags, etc. ■ He handed out 
pins with the peace sign on them. ■ political campaign pins 

3 [count] a : a thin piece of wood, metal, or plastic that is 
used for holding things together or for hanging one thing 
from another b : a long, thin piece of metal that is used to 
fasten together the ends of broken bone 

4 [count] Brit : one of the metal pieces that stick out from an 
electric plug and fit into a socket : prong ■ a three-pin plug 

5 [count] : a thin piece of metal that is removed to trigger the 
explosion of a small bomb (called a grenade) ■ pull the pin 

6 [count] golf : a long stick with a flag at the top that shows 
where the hole is on a green ■ The ball landed near the pin. 

7 [count] bowling : one of the usually white standing pieces 
that are knocked down with the ball — see also tenpin 

8 pins [plural] informal : the legs of a person or animal ■ 
They were knocked right off their pins by the heavy winds. 
you could hear a pin drop — used to say that it was so qui¬ 
et that the smallest noise could be heard ■ After he an¬ 
nounced that he was leaving, you could hear a pin drop in 
the office. 

2 pin verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition pins; 
pinned; pin-ning [+ obj] 

1 : to fasten or attach (something) with a pin ■ She pinned a 
rose to her dress. ■ The general pinned the medal on the sol¬ 


dier. ■ She pinned up/back her hair. ■ He pinned a sign on the 
wall. 

2 : to prevent or stop (someone or something) from moving 
by holding or pressing firmly against something 1 The pas¬ 
sengers were pinned under the wreckage. ■ The guards 
pinned his arms to his sides. ■ She was pinned against the side 
of the car. ■ The police officers pinned the suspect down (on 
the ground). — sometimes used figuratively • The soldiers 
were pinned down by enemy fire. [=the soldiers were unable 
to move because they were being shot at by the enemy] 
pin down [phrasal verb] 1 pin (someone) down : to cause 
or force (someone) to make a definite statement or deci¬ 
sion about something ■ Reporters tried to pin him down on 
the specific changes he wants to make to the tax laws. ■ He 
talked in a general way, but they couldn’t pin him down to 
specifics. 2 pin down (something) or pin (something) 
down : to find out (something) with certainty ■ Can you 
pin down when the change occurred? ■ I’m trying to pin 
down [=identify] the source of the problem. 
pin on [phrasal verb] 1 pin (something) on (someone) : to 
say that (something) was done or caused by (someone) ■ 
The police pinned the robbery on the night watchman. ■ He 
always manages to pin [-fasten] the blame on someone 
else. 2 pin (all) your hopes on (something) : to hope very 
much that (something) will help you or allow you to suc¬ 
ceed ■ Many cancer patients are pinning their hopes on a 
new drug that is now being developed. ■ You shouldn't pin 
all your hopes on getting the job. 

PIN /'pin/ abbr personal identification number A personal 
identification number is a secret number that is used to get 
money from a bank account through a machine, to get per¬ 
sonal information on a Web site, etc. 
pi-fia CO-la-da /'pknjakou'laida/ noun, pi ~ -das [count] 
: a drink that is made of rum, coconut juice, and pineapple 
juice mixed with ice 

pin-a-fore /'pina^oa-/ noun, pi -fores [count ]: ^jumper 1 
pi-na-ta or pi-na-ta /pin'jarta/ 
noun, pi -tas [count] : a decorated 
container filled with candies, fruits, 
and gifts that is hung up at parties 
or celebrations and hit with a stick 
by children until it is broken and 
the things inside it fall out 
pin-ball /'pin,ba:l/ noun [noncount] 

: a game played on a special ma¬ 
chine in which a ball scores points 
by hitting targets while rolling 
down a slanting surface and the 
player tries to control the ball with 
a set of levers ■ We spent hours 
playing pinball. • a pinball machine 
pince-nez /,p£ens'nei/ noun, pi .- . 

pince-nez /,p£ens'neiz/ [count ]: a P ,na a 

pair of old-fashioned eyeglasses 

that do not have pieces that fit over the ears and that are 
worn by being clipped onto the nose 
pin-cer /'pinsa f noun, pi -cers 

1 pincers [plural] : a small tool that is used for holding or 
gripping small objects ■ He used (a pair of )pincers to remove 
the nail. 

2 [count] : a claw of a lobster or crab and some insects 
pincer movement noun, pi — -ments [count]: a military 

attack by two groups of soldiers that approach an enemy po¬ 
sition from two different directions at the same time 
1 pinch /'pint \l verb pinch-es; pinched; pinch-ing 

1 [+ obj] a : to squeeze (someone’s skin) between your 
thumb and finger often in a painful way ■ My little brother is 
always trying to pinch me. ■ He pinched her cheeks and told 
her how cute she was. — often used figuratively ■ It was all 
so beautiful / had to pinch myself [=1 had to remind myself 
that it was real] to be sure I wasn’t dreaming. ■ Pinch me. [=1 
can’t believe this is happening] b : to squeeze or press 
(something) together with your thumb and finger ■ Pinch to¬ 
gether the edges of the dough. ■ He pinched the top of his 
nose to stop the bleeding and leaned forward. C : to remove 
(part of a plant) by squeezing with your thumb and finger ■ 
He pinched off/out the top of the shoots. ■ She pinched back 
the new growth. 

2 : to press against or squeeze (a part of the body) in a pain¬ 
ful way [+ obj] These new shoes are pinching my toes. ■ I 
pinched my fingers in the door. ■ He had a pinched nerve [=a 
neive pressed against a bone in the neck in a painful way] in 
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his neck, [no obj ] These shoes pinch. 

3 [no obj ] : to be very careful about spending money : to 
spend as little money as possible ■ By pinching and scraping, 
she managed to save enough money to buy a new car. — see 
also pinch pennies (below) 

4 [+ obj] chiefly Brit, informal : to steal (something) ■ Some¬ 
one pinched her purse. ■ The material was pinched [= lifted] 
from another book. 

5 [+ obj] informal + old-fashioned: to arrest (someone) — of¬ 
ten + for ■ He was pinched for speeding. 

6 [+ obj] chiefly US, informal a : to cause financial problems 
for (someone or something) ■ Many people are now being/ 
feeling pinched [^squeezed] by high gasoline prices. ■ The re¬ 
cession is pinching the pocketbooks of many people, b : to 
reduce or limit (something) in a way that causes problems ■ 
The trade embargo drove up prices and pinched supplies. 
pinch pennies informal: to be very careful about spending 

money : to spend as little money as possible ■ He pinched 
pennies to live on his small paycheck. 

2 pinch noun, pi pinches [count] 

1 : the act of pinching someone or something — usually sin¬ 
gular ■ He gave me a pinch on the cheek. [=he pinched my 
cheek] 

2 : the amount of something that can be held between your 
finger and thumb — often + of ■ Add a pinch of salt to the 
soup. ■ He took a pinch of snuff. 

feel the pinch : to experience the problems caused by not 
having enough money or by paying higher costs ■ The fam¬ 
ily began to feel the pinch after the mother lost her job. ■ 
We are starting to feel the pinch of high fuel costs. 
in a pinch ( US) or Brit at a pinch : in a bad situation when 
help is needed ■ I can help out in a pinch if you need a 
babysitter. ■ In a pinch , you can substitute another ingredi¬ 
ent in the recipe. ■ She can be resourceful in a pinch. [=in 
an emergency] 

take (something) with a pinch of salt see j salt 

3 pinch adj, always used before a noun, US, baseball 

1 : used as a substitute for another player ■ a pinch runner 
I=a player who enters a game as a runner in place of another 
player] 

2 : made by a pinch hitter ■ A pinch homer won the game. ■ a 
pinch hit 

pinched adi [more most —]: having a thin and unhealthy 
appearance ■ She had pinched cheeks. ■ a face pinched with 
cold 

pinched for chiefly US, informal : not having enough of 
(something) ■ Students are especially pinched for time at 
the end of the school year. ■ Pinched for cash/money, he 
skipped lunch. 

pinch—hit /'pnuf'hit/ verb -hits; -hit; -hit-ting [no obj] US 

1 baseball : to bat in the place of another player • The man¬ 
ager sent in Jones to pinch-hit for the pitcher. 

2 informal : to act or serve in place of another person : sub¬ 
stitute ■ The President wasn’t able to attend the ceremony, 
so the Vice President was there to pinch-hit for him. 

— pinch hitter noun, pi ~ -ters [count] 

pin-CUStvion /'pn^kufan/ noun, pi -ions [count] : a small 
bag filled with a soft material that pins and needles can be 
pushed into when they are not being used — see picture at 
SEWING 

1 pine /'pain/ noun, pi pines or pine 

1 [count] : a tree that has long, thin needles instead of leaves 
and that stays green throughout the year — called also pine 
tree 

2 [noncount] : the wood of a pine tree that is often used to 
make furniture 

— pine ad) ■ pine trees/needles/forests/floors ■ The box is 
pine. — pin-ey also piny /'pami/ adj, chiefly US ■ a piney 
aroma ■ a piney forest [=a forest with many pine trees] 

2 pine verb pines; pined; pin-ing [no obj] : to become thin 
and weak because of sadness or loss — usually + away • 
Since his wife left him, he spends his days alone, pining away, 
synonyms see yearn 

pine after [phrasal verb] pine after (someone or something) 
US : to want or desire (someone or something) very much 
■ teenage girls pining after rock stars 
pine for [phrasal verb] pine for (someone or something) : to 
feel very sad because you want (something) or because 
you are not with (someone) ■ She was pining for the old 
days. ■ He’s pining for his college sweetheart. ■ At this time 
of year, most people are pining for [^longing for] the return 
of spring. 


pine*ap-ple /'pai.naepal/ noun, pi -apples [count, non¬ 
count] : a large fruit that grows on a tropical tree and that 
has thick skin and very sweet, juicy, yellow flesh ■ a can of 
chopped pineapple ■ pineapple juice — see color picture on 
page C5 

pine*COne /'pain,koun/ noun, pi -cones 
[count]: a hard and dry part that is the fruit of 
a pine tree and contains many seeds — see 
color picture on page C6 
pine nut noun, pi ~ nuts [count]: the seed of 
some pine trees that is used as food — usually 
plural ■ The recipe calls for V* cup of pine nuts. 

— called also (Brit) pine kernel 
ping /'pig/ verb pings; pinged; ping-ing P |necone 

[no obj] 

1 : to make the high, sharp sound of a small, hard object 
bouncing off metal or glass ■ The engine in my car keeps 
pinging. [ =(Brit ) pinking] 

2 : to bounce off something with a sharp, high sound ■ Peb¬ 
bles pinged off the car. 

— ping noun, pi pings [count] 

Ping-Pong /'pii],pa:i)/ trademark — used for table tennis 
pin*nead /'pm,hed/ noun, pi -heads [count] 

1 : the rounded end of a pin ■ The insect is the size of a pin¬ 
head. 

2 US, informal : a stupid or foolish person ■ Her boss is a real 
pinhead. 

pin*head*ed /'pn^hedad/ adj [more most ~] US, infor¬ 
mal : stupid or foolish ■ her pinheaded boss/decision 
pin-hole /'pm,houl/ noun, pi -holes [count] : a very small 
hole made by a pin or in some other way ■ The water was 
leaking through a pinhole in the pipe. ■ pinhole leaks 
1 pin-ion /'pmjan/ verb -ions; -ioned; -ion-ing [+ obj] : to 
tie up (someone’s arms or legs) very tightly ■ They pinioned 
his arms behind his back. 

2 pinion noun, pi -ions [count] technical : a small gear in a 
machine ■ a car with rack and pinion steering 
1 pink /'piijk/ noun, pi pinks 

1 {count, noncount] : a pale red color : a color that is a mix¬ 
ture of red and white — see color picture on page C3; see 
also SHOCKING PINK 

2 [count] : a plant with narrow leaves and colorful flowers 
in the pink informal + old-fashioned : in very good health - 

Regular exercise helped to keep her in the pink (of good 
health). 

— pink-ish /'pigkiJV adj ■ a.pinkish rose/color — plnk-ness 
noun [noncount] 

2 pin k adj : of the color pink ■ pink roses ■ Her dress is pale/ 
salmon pink, 
tickled pink see tickle 

3 pink verb pinks; pinked; pink-ing [no obj] Brit ; ping 1 
pink-collar adj, chiefly US : traditionally held by women • 
pink-collar jobs — compare blue-collar, white-collar 
pink-eye /'pigk^i/ noun [noncount] chiefly US, medical 
: conjunctivitis 

pin-kie or pin-ky /'pigki/ noun, pi -kies [count] chiefly US + 
Scotland, informal : litixe finger ■ She cut her left pinkie. 
• a pinkie ring 

pinking shears noun [plural]: scissors with special blades 
that make an edge with many sharp points when they cut 
cloth 

pinko /'piijkou/ noun, pi plnk-os [count] informal 

1 US, disapproving : a person who is a communist or socialist 
or who supports the ideas of communists and socialists 

2 Brit : a person whose political or economic opinions are 
slightly liberal or radical 

pink Slip noun, pi ~ slips [count] chiefly US, informal : a 
notice that is given to a worker by an employer saying that 
the worker’s job is ending ■ Thousands of factory workers 
have been given the pink slip [=have been laid off; have lost 
their jobs] in recent months. = Thousands of workers have 
gotten the pink slip. 

— pink-slip verb -slips; -slipped; -slip-ping [+ obj] — 
usually used as (be/get) pink-slipped ■ Thousands of factory 
workers have been/gotten pink-slipped in recent months. 

pin money noun [noncount] old-fashioned : money that is 
used for small expenses ■ She had a babysitting job to earn 
pin money. 

pin-na-cle /'pmikal/ noun,pi -na-cles [count] 

1 : a high mountain top ■ a lofty pinnacle 

2 : the best or most important part of something : the point 
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of greatest success or achievement — usually singular ■ His 
career reached its pinnacle when he won the championship. 

— often + of m Winning the championship was the pinnacle of 
his career. ■ She stands at the pinnacle of the fashion indus¬ 
try. ■ She has achieved/reached the pinnacle of success. 

3 : a tower on the roof of a building that comes to a narrow 
point at the top 

pirvny /'pini/ noun, pi -nies [count] Brit, informal : pin¬ 
afore 

pi-noch-le /'pi:,iiAk3l/ noun [noncount] : a card game 
played with a special deck of 48 cards 
Pinot Blanc /'piinoo'blairjk/ noun, pi ~ Blancs [count, 
noncount ] : a dry white wine originally from France 
Pinot Gri-gio /'pi.noo'gri.cteijou/ noun, pi ~ -glos [count, 
noncount]: a dry white wine originally from Italy 
Pinot Noir /'pirnou'nwaay noun, pi Noirs [count, non¬ 
count] : a dry red wine originally from France 
1 pin-point /'pinpoint/ noun, pi -points [count] : a very 
small point or dot — often + of • a pinpoint of light 
2 pinpoint adj, always used before a noun : very exact or pre¬ 
cise ■ The pitcher showed pinpoint control of his fastball. ■ 
pinpoint accuracy/precision 

3 pinpoint verb -points; -polnt-ed; -point-lng [+ obj] 

1 : to find out (something) with certainty ■ They were finally 
able to pinpoint the cause of the fire. 1 

2 : to find or locate the exact position of (something) ■ He 
pinpointed the city on the map. ■ Rescuers were able to pin¬ 
point where the lost girl was. ■ The military uses computer 
imaging to pinpoint targets. 

pin-prick /'pin,prik/ noun, pi -pricks [count] 

1 : a small hole that is made by a pin or other sharp tool 
: PINHOLE 

2 : a very small point or dot — often + of m a pinprick [= pin¬ 
point] 1 of light 

3 : a slight but sharp pain caused by a pin or needle» He felt 
a pinprick in his leg. — often used figuratively ■ I felt a pin¬ 
prick of jealousy when I saw them together. 

pins and needles noun [noncount] : the unpleasant tin¬ 
gling feeling in a part of your body (such as your arm or leg) 
as it becomes numb or recovers from being numb 
on pins and needles US : feeling very nervous and unsure 
about what will happen ■ Everyone was on pins and needles 
waiting to hear the jury’s verdict. 
pin-Stripe /'pin,straip/ noun, pi -stripes 

1 [count] : a thin vertical stripe on cloth ■ a dark suit with 
white pinstripes — often used before another noun ■ a pin¬ 
stripe pattem/shirt/suit — see color picture on page Cl2 

2 pinstripes [plural] : a suit with pinstripes ■ a man dressed 
in pinstripes 

— pin—striped /'pin,straipt/ adj ■ a pin-striped suit 
pint /'paint/ noun, pi pints [count] 

1 US : a unit for measuring liquids that is equal to 0.473 li¬ 
ters 

2 Brit : a unit for measuring liquids that is equal to 0.568 li¬ 
ters 

3 a : a container that holds a pint of something ■ The ice 
cream comes in pints, b chiefly Brit : a pint of beer ■ I’d like 
another pint, please. ■ We’ll all go for a pint after work. 

pin-tO /'pintou/ noun, pi -tos [count] US : a horse or pony 
that has patches of white and another color 
pinto bean noun, pi ~ beans [count] : a type of small bean 
that is grown for food 

pint-sized /'paint,saizd/ or pint—size /'paint,saiz/ adj, in¬ 
formal : very small ■ pint-sized children ■ a pint-sized actress ■ 
The restaurant serves pint-sized portions, 
pin-up /'pin^vp/ noun, pi -ups [count] 

1 : a photograph of an attractive person (such as an actress 
or model) that is hung or pinned on a wall 

2 : a person who appears in or is attractive enough to appear 
in a pinup ■ He is dating a glamorous pinup. 

— pinup adj, always used before a noun • a pinup calendar 
pin-wheel /'pin,wi:l/ noun, pi -wheels [count] US 

1 : a toy that has a set of thin blades that are arranged like a 
fan on the end of a stick and that spin like a wheel when air 
is blown on them — called also (Brit) windmill 

2 : a type of firework that spins like a wheel — called also 
(Brit) Catherine wheel 

1 pi-0-neer /.paja'ni^/ noun, pi -neers [count] 

1 : a person who helps create or develop new ideas, meth¬ 
ods, etc. — often + in ■ They were pioneers in the field of 
American medicine. ■ She was a pioneer in the development 


of new cancer treatments. — often + of m a pioneer of digital 
technology 

2 : someone who is one of the first people to move to and 
live in a new area ■ the pioneers who settled in the American 
West in the 19th century 

- pioneer adj, always used before a noun • pioneer surgeons 
■ the pioneer days of the old West 

2 pioneer verb -neers; -neered; -neer-lng : to help create 
or develop (new ideas, methods, etc.) : to be a pioneer in the 
development of (something) [+ obj] a painter who pioneered 
a new art form ■ The new method of cancer treatment was 
pioneered by an international team of researchers. ■ He 
helped pioneer a new route to the West, [no obj] He pio¬ 
neered in the development of airplanes, 
pioneering adj : using new and better ideas for the first 
time ■ pioneering studies ■ a pioneering experiment ■ He 
played a pioneering role in the development of online busi¬ 
ness models. 
pi-OUS /'pajas/ adj 

1 [more most ~]: deeply religious : devoted to a particu¬ 
lar religion ■ pious [=devout] churchgoing people ■ They lived 
a quiet, pious life. 

2 disapproving : falsely appearing to be good or moral ■ I’m 
tired of hearing politicians making pious pronouncements 
about their devotion to the people. 

pious hope/wish : something that is hoped for but will 
probably not happen ■ His speech contained no practical 
solutions, just the pious hope that the war would end soon. 

- pl-ous-ly adv 

1 pip /'pip/ noun, pi pips [count] US 

1 : one of the dots on dice or dominoes that show their value 

2 : a design on a playing card that shows the suit and value 

- compare 2 pip 

2 pip noun, pi pips [count] 

1 chiefly Brit : a small, hard seed of some fruits ■ orange/ap- 
ple pips [=(f/S) seeds] 

2 informal + old-fashioned : a person or thing that is liked or 
admired very much ■ It’s a pip of an idea. ■ She’s a pip) 

3 Brit: a short, high sound : beep 

- compare 1 pip 

3 PiP verb pips; pipped; plp-ping [+ obj] Brit, informal : to 
defeat (someone or something) by a small amount in a race 
or other competition ■ The horse pipped his rival at the wire. 
■ The team was pipped at/to the post by its longtime rival. 
1 Pl'pe /'paip/ noun, pi pipes 

1 [count] : a long, hollow tube 
for carrying water, steam, gas, 
etc. ■ water/sewer pipes • copper/ 
lead pipes — see picture at 
plumbing; see also drainpipe, 

HOSEPIPE, STOVEPIPE, TAILPIPE, 

WINDPIPE 

2 [count] : a tube with a small 
bowl at one end that is used for 
smoking tobacco ■ He smokes a 
pipe. ■ He lit the pipe. — see also 
PEACE PIPE, WATER PIPE 

3 a [count] : a musical instrument that is in the shape of a 
tube, has holes along the top, and is played by blowing 

- see also panpipe b [count] : any one of the large tubes 
of an organ that produce sound when air goes through them 
c pipes [plural]: bagpipe d pipes [plural] US, informal : a 
singer’s voice ■ He has the pipes to sing on Broadway. ■ a sing¬ 
er with a fine set of pipes 

put/stlck that In your pipe and smoke It informal — used 
to tell someone that they must accept what you say is true 
even though they might not like it or agree with you ■ "It’s 
a stupid movie.’’ "Oh really? Well it was just nominated for 
an Oscar, so put/stick that in your pipe and smoke it\ ” 
2 pipe verb pipes; piped; pip-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to carry or move (something, such as water or oil) 
in a pipe — often used as (be) piped ■ Water is piped into the 
cabin from an underground stream. 

2 [+ obj] : to send (music or recorded sound) from one place 
to another through an electrical connection — usually used 
as (be) piped ■ Music is piped into every store in the mall. 

3 a [no obj] : to play a pipe or the bagpipes ■ The pipers piped 
while the drummers drummed, b [+ obj] : to play (a tune or 
song) on a pipe or the bagpipes ■ The musicianpipe*/ a tune. 

4 [+ obj] : to decorate a cake, cookie, etc., with a line of 
(something, such as cream or frosting) by using a special bag 
or tube ■ I piped the frosting around the edge of the cake. 
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pipe down [phrasal verb] informal : to become quiet : to 
stop talking • The teacher told the students to pipe down, 
[-quiet down] 

pipe up [phrasal verb] informal : to start talking : to say 
something ■ After being quiet for almost an hour, he sud¬ 
denly piped up [=spoke up] to ask where we were going, 
pipe Cleaner noun, pi -ers [count] : a piece of wire that 
is covered with soft cloth and used to clean the inside of a to¬ 
bacco pipe 

pipe dream noun, pi ~ dreams [count] : a hope, wish, or 
dream that is impossible to achieve or not practical • His 
plan for starting his own business was just a pipe dream. 
pipe fitter noun, pi ~ -ters [count] : a person whose job is 
to install and repair pipes that carry water, gas, etc. 
pipeline /'paip,lam/ noun, pi -lines 

1 [count] : a line of connected pipes that are used for carry¬ 
ing liquids and gases over a long distance • a natural gas pipe¬ 
line — sometimes used figuratively ■ a weapons pipeline • a 
news pipeline from the mayor’s office 

2 the pipeline : the system for developing and producing 
something ■ the next wave of products to come down the 
pipeline [=to be produced] ■ Newer treatments for the dis¬ 
ease are in the pipeline. [=are being developed] * He’s a film 
producer with several projects in the pipeline. [=in the works] 

pipe organ noun, pi -gans [count ]: organ 2a 
pip*er fpaipaj noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who plays a 
pipe or the bagpipes 

pay the piper informal 1 : to pay the cost of something ■ 
We have to do what they say because they’re the ones who 
are paying the piper. ■ You know what they say: he who 
pays the piper calls the tune. [=the person who pays for 
something controls how it is done] 2 chiefly US : to pay 
money or suffer in some way because of something you 
have done ■ They have mismanaged the company for 
years, and now they have to pay the piper. 
pi'Pette /pai'pet, Brit pi'pet/ noun, pi -pettes [count] techni¬ 
cal : a narrow glass tube used for measuring liquid or for 
moving small amounts of liquid from one place to another 
1 pip*ing /'paipiq/ noun [noncount] 

1 : pipes that carry water, gas, etc. ■ There’s a problem with 
the piping in the building. ■ kitchen/bathroom piping 

2 : the music of a pipe or pipes 

3 : a narrow tube of cloth that is used to decorate clothes, 
furniture, etc. ■ a sofa tiimmed with blue piping ■ a uniform 
with yellow piping down the pants 

2 piping adj : having a high-pitched sound or tone • the piping 
voices of small children 

piping hot adj, of food or drink : very hot ■ The coffee was 
served piping hot. • piping hot soup 
pip-squeak /'pip,skwi:k/ noun, pi -squeaks [count] infor¬ 
mal : a person who is very small or unimportant ■ He’s just a 
pipsqueak compared to his teammates, 
pi-quant /'piikant/ adj [more most ~] formal 

1 : having a pleasant, spicy taste ■ piquant vegetables sea¬ 
soned with pepper • He served the fish with a piquant sauce. 

2 : interesting and exciting • a piquant bit of gossip 

— pi-quan-cy /'piikansi/ noun [noncount] • The pepper add¬ 
ed piquancy to the sauce. — pi-quant-1y adv 
1 pique /'pi:k/ noun [noncount] formal : a sudden feeling of 
annoyance or anger when someone has offended you ■ After 
a moment of pique, the senator responded calmly to his ac¬ 
cusers. • He slammed the door in a fit of pique. 

2 pique verb piques; piqued; piqu-ing [+ obj] 

1 chiefly US : to cause (curiosity or interest) ■ The package 
piqued [= sparked', aroused] my curiosity. • Brightly colored 
objects pique a baby’s interest. 

2 chiefly Brit: to make (someone) annoyed or angry — usu¬ 
ally used as (be) piqued ■ I was piqued by his rudeness. 

pi-ra-Cy /'pairasi/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the act of attacking and stealing from a ship at sea ■ pira¬ 
cy on the high seas 

2 a : the act of illegally copying someone’s product or inven¬ 
tion without permission ■ software/music/video piracy b 
: the act of illegally making television or radio broadcasts ■ 
radio piracy 

pi-ra-nha /pa'raina/ noun, pi -nhas [count] : a small South 
American fish that has sharp teeth and that eats the flesh of 
animals — see color picture on page C 8 
1 pi-rate /'pairat/ noun, pi -rates [count] 

1 : someone who attacks and steals from a ship at sea ■ the 
famous pirate Jean Lafitte — often used before another 


noun ■ a pirate ship/costume/captain/movie 
2 a : someone who illegally copies a product or invention 
without permission • A software pirate made bootleg copies 
of the computer program. — often used before another 
noun • pirate videotapes/CDs/software ■ pirate translations 
b : a person or organization that illegally makes television or 
radio broadcasts — usually used before another noun ■ pi¬ 
rate radio 

— pi-rat-i-cal /pa'rzetikal/ adj • piratical activity 
2 pirate verb -rates; -rat-ed; -rat-ing [+ obj\ : to illegally 

copy (something) without permission "He was accused of pi¬ 
rating their invention. 

— pirated adj ■pirated videotapes/software/recordings 
pir-OU-ette /,pir3'wEt/ noun, pi -ettes [count] : a full turn 

on the front of one foot in ballet ■ the elegant pirouettes of 
the prima ballerina 

— pirouette verb -ettes; -ett-ed; -ett-ing [no obf] ■ Twelve 
dancers pirouetted across the stage. 

Pi-sces /'paijsiiz/ noun,pi Pisces 

1 [noncount] : the 12 th sign of the zodiac that comes be¬ 
tween Aquarius and Aries and is symbolized by a pair of fish 

— see picture at zodiac 

2 [count] : a person bom under the sign of Pisces : a person 
bom between February 19 and March 20 ■ He was bom on 
March first, so he’s 3 Pisces. 

1 piss /'pis/ verb piss*es; pissed; piss-ing informal + impo¬ 
lite 

1 [no obj] : urinate ■ 1 have to piss. 

2 [+ obj] : to urinate in or on (something) • He pissed [=wet] 
the bed. ■ I was so scared I almost pissed my pants. 

not have a pot to piss in informal + impolite : to have no 
money or possessions ■ I had just moved to the city and 
didn’t have a pot to piss in. 

piss about/around [phrasal verb] Brit, informal + impolite 
1 : to spend time doing thingi that are not useful or seri¬ 
ous : to waste time ■ She didn’t come all this way just to 
piss about. ■ Don’t piss around with your health—see a 
doctor! ■ It’s time we stopped pissing about [-fooling 
around] and got busy. 2 piss (someone) about/around 
: to be unfair or dishonest with (someone) ■ The sales clerk 
is pissing us around [-(US) jerking us around] —he keeps 
saying he’ll help us, but we’ve been waiting for 20 minutes! 
piss and moan US, informal + impolite : to complain in a 
constant or annoying way ■ He’s always pissing and moan¬ 
ing about having to pay taxes. 

piss away [phrasal verb] piss (something) away or piss away 
(something) US, informal + impolite : to foolishly waste 
(something, such as money, talent, opportunities, etc.) ■ He 
pissed a fortune away on gambling and drinking. 
piss down [phrasal verb] Brit, informal + impolite : to rain 
hard • Let’s go, mate. It’s going to piss down any minute. 
piss like a racehorse US, informed + impolite : to urinate a 
large amount 

piss off [phrasal verb] 1 Brit, informal + impolite : to go 
away ■ Why don’t you piss off} [=(US) bux off] 2 piss 
(someone) off or piss off (someone) informal + impolite 
: to make (someone) very angry or annoyed ■ Her superior 
attitude really pisses me off. 

piss yourself (laughing) Brit, informal + impolite : to laugh 
very hard ■ We pissed ourselves laughing during the movie. 

2 piSS noun, informal + impolite 

1 [noncount] : urine 

2 [singular] : an act of urinating • He says he has to take a 
piss. = (Brit) He says he has to have a piss. 

on the piss Brit, informal + impolite : drinking heavily at a 
pub or bar ■ He’s had a big night out on the piss, 
piss and vinegar US, informal + impolite : strength and en¬ 
ergy ■ We were full of piss and vinegar back then. 
take the piss out of Brit, informed + impolite : to make fun 
of or laugh at (someone or something) ■ He took the piss out 
of me about my tattoo, 
pissed /'pist/ adj [more most ~] 

1 or pissed off chiefly US, informal + impolite : very angry 
or annoyed at someone ■ She is pissed at her boyfriend for 
not calling her. • I got really pissed when she said that! • 
Aren’t you pissed off [-ticked off] that your team lost? 

2 Brit slang : very drunk or intoxicated • They went to the 
pub and got completely pissed. 

piss—poor /'pis,pus-/ adj, US, informal + impolite : very bad 
: extremely poor ■ He did a piss-poor job. 
pis-ta-chio /pa'stzejijou/ noun, pi -Chios [count] : a small 
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green nut — often used before another noun ■ pistachio ice 
cream — see picture at NUT 

piste /'pi:st/ noun, pi pistes [count] chiefly Brit : a downhill 
ski trail 

pis-til /'pistl/ noun, pi -tils [count] botany : the long central 
part of a flower that extends from the ovary — see picture at 
FLOWER 

pis-tol /'pistl/ noun, pi -tols [count] 

1 : a small gun made to be aimed and fired with one hand 

— see picture at GUN; see also WATER PISTOL 

2 US, informal : a person who has a lot of energy and spirit 

— usually singular ■ That guy’s a real pistol. 

pistol—whip verb -whips; -whipped; -whip-ping [+ obj] 
: to hit (someone) many times with a pistol • He was pistol- 
whipped to the ground by a prison guard, 
pis-ton /'pistan/ noun, pi -tons [count] : a part of an engine 
that moves up and down inside a tube and that causes other 
parts of the engine to move — see picture at ENGINE 
1 pit /'pit/ noun, pi pits 

1 [count] : a hole in the ground usually made by digging • 
The explorers discovered a burial pit containing human 
bones. ■ The impact of the meteor created a huge pit. [-cra¬ 
ter] • The hikers dug a pit for the fire. 

2 [count] a : a large, deep hole in the ground from which 
stones or minerals are dug out ■ a gravel/chalk/tar pit — see 
also sandpit b chiefly Brit : a coal mine 

3 [count] : something that uses up or holds a very large 
amount of money, food, information, etc. • My house is such 
a money pit —I’m always paying for repairs on it! ■ My broth¬ 
er’s stomach is a bottomless pit. [=my brother eats constant¬ 
ly] • The Internet is a bottomless pit of information. [=the In¬ 
ternet contains a great amount of information] 

4 [count] : an area separated from and often placed below 
the areas next to it: such as a : an outdoor area where food 
is cooked ■ a barbecue pit b US : an area where particular 
investments are traded ■ the oil futures pit of the New York 
Mercantile Exchange C : an area where animals are 
brought to fight d : the space in a theater where an orches¬ 
tra plays • The conductor walked down into the (orchestra) 
pit and stood at the podium, e : an area of dirt or grass used 
for playing certain games • a horseshoe pit f : mosh pit g 
: an area beside a racetrack used for servicing cars during a 
race — usually plural • The driver stopped in the pits to refu¬ 
el. — see also PIT STOP 

5 [count] : a small hole or dent on the surface of something • 
The car’s door was covered with pits and scratches. • The boy 
had pits [= pockmarks ] on his face. 

6 a [count] : a very bad or unpleasant place or situation — 
usually + of ■ The downtown area is a pit of depression/de¬ 
spair/hopelessness. b the pits informal : something that is 
very bad or unpleasant ■ You caught the flu on your birth¬ 
day? That’s the pits ! [=that is awful] ■ This rainy weather is 
the absolute pits. [=1 hate this rainy weather] ■ I usually like 
her movies, but her most recent one is really the pits\ [=her 
most recent one is terrible] 

7 [count] informal : armpit 

the pit of your/the stomach : the part of a person’s stom¬ 
ach where strong feelings of nervousness, excitement, etc., 
can be felt ■ She felt a flutter in the pit of her stomach when 
he walked through the door. 

— compare 3 PIT 

2 pit verb pits; pit-ted; pit-ting 

1 [+ obj] : to make small holes or dents in (something) ■ A 
hailstorm badly pitted the car’s roof. — see also PITTED 2 

2 [no obj] car racing : to make a pit stop ■ The driver was 
forced to pit because of engine problems. 

pit against [phrasal verb] pit (someone or something) 
against (someone pr something) : to cause (someone or 
something) to fight or compete against (another person or 
thing) ■ Tonight’s game will pit Smith against Johnson for 
the championship. [-Smith will be playing against Johnson 
for the championship in tonight’s game] ■ The team will be 
pitted against [=will be playing against] last year’s champi¬ 
on in the finals. ■ The game requires you to pit your wits 
against the computer. [=to use your wits to try to defeat 
the computer] 

— compare 4 PIT 

3 pit noun, pi pits [count] US : the hard middle part of a fruit 
: STONE • peach/cherry/olive pits — see color picture on 
page C5 — compare 1 PIT 

4 Pit verb pits; pit-ted; pit-ting [+ obj] chiefly US : to remove 
the pit from (a piece of fruit) ■ He pitted the plum and cut it 


into pieces. — see also PITTED 1 — compare 2 PIT 
pi-ta (US) or Brit pit-ta /'pi:t 3 , Brit 'pita/ noun, pi -tas [count, 
noncount]: a type of thin, flat bread that can be separated to 
form a pocket for holding food — called also (US) pita 
bread, (Brit) pitta bread ; see picture at baking 
pit—a—pat Apiti'paet/ noun [singular] : pitter-patter — 
often + of • the pit-a-pat of the raindrops on the roof 

— pit—a—pat adv • Her heart went pit-a-pat [=her heart beat 
rapidly with excitement] when he walked into the room. 

pit boss noun, pi ~ bosses [count] chiefly US : a person 
whose job is to supervise the gambling that is done in a casi¬ 
no 

pit bull noun, pi ~ bulls [count] : a type of dog that is 
known for its strength and its ability to fight — called also 
pit bull terrier 

1 pitch /'pitf/ noun, pi pitch-es 

1 : the highness or lowness of a sound [count] instruments 
with different pitches • Her voice has a high pitch. ■ The pitch 
of the engine suddenly changed from a low to a high squeal. 
[noncount] He noticed the change of pitch in the sound of the 
engine. ■ You were a little off pitch [=too high or too low] on 
that last note. ■ His singing was perfectly on pitch. — see also 
PERFECT PITCH 

2 [count] baseball : an act of throwing a baseball to a batter 
or the ball that is thrown to a batter • His third pitch was a 
fastball down the middle of the plate. • The batter was hit by 
an inside pitch. [=a ball that is thrown close to the batter] • 
She fouled off the first pitch. — see also wild PITCH 

3 [count] : things that are said by someone (such as a sales¬ 
man) in order to make someone want to buy, do, or accept 
something • The salesman started making/delivering his 
pitch as soon as he saw us looking at the car. ■ an advertising 
pitch — see also sales pitch 

4 [singular] : a state of intense feeling • Tensions between the 
two groups have risen to a high/feverish pitch. [=have be¬ 
come very intense] • They brought the audience to such a 
pitch of excitement that you could no longer hear the music. 

— see also FEVER PITCH 

5 [count] : the amount or degree of slope on a roof or other 
surface • All the houses have roofs with steep pitches to pre¬ 
vent the buildup of snow. 

6 [noncount ]: up and down movement of a ship or airplane • 
The water was choppy that day, and the continual pitch of 
the boat made everyone seasick. ■ Flaps on the airplane’s 
wings are used to control pitch. 

7 [count] Brit : an area that is used for playing sports : PLAY¬ 
ING FIELD ■ Fans ran onto the pitch at the end of the match. 
■ a rugby/cricket pitch 

8 [count] Brit : an outdoor area where someone performs or 
sells things 

9 [count] golf : pitch shot 

— compare 3 PITCH 

2 pitch verb pitch-es; pitched; pitching 

1 [+ obj] : to throw or toss (something) ■ Passersby on the 
street pitched coins into her open guitar case as she played. • 
They were pitching horseshoes. • She pitched the empty box 
into the garbage. • (American football) The quarterback 
pitched the ball underhanded to the halfback. 

2 baseball a : to throw a baseball to a batter : to throw a 
pitch [+ otg] He pitched me a curveball. ■ a perfectly pitched 
ball [=a pitch that is thrown perfectly] ■ The batter was hit by 
a pitched ball. [=by a pitch] [no obj] Will you pitch to me so I 
can practice my swing? ■ They’ve worked on improving their 
pitching and hitting since last season. ■ He hurt his pitching 
arm/shoulder/hand. [=the arm/shoulder/hand that he uses 
to pitch baseballs] ■ the team’s pitching coach/staff b : to 
play baseball as a pitcher [+ obj] She pitched the first three 
innings. ■ In his last game of the year, he pitched a no-hitter/ 
shutout against the school’s rival team, [no obj] He pitched 
in the major leagues for several years. ■ She pitched well/ 
great yesterday. 

3 [+ obj] : to talk about or describe (something) in a favor¬ 
able way so that people will want to buy it, accept it, etc. ■ 
She can now be seen pitching [-plugging] cleaning products 
on television. ■ It’s one of the many products their company 
pitches. ■ commercials pitching toys to children ■ The drug 
has been pitched as a treatment for many ailments. — often 
+ to ■ I’ve been thinking about pitching the idea to my boss. • 
She pitched the story to her editor. ■ They pitched the TV 
show to several different networks before they found one 
that wanted to produce it. 

4 [+ obj a : to cause (a sound, your voice, etc.) to be high 
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or low ■ He sometimes pitches his voice lower to make him¬ 
self sound older. ■ differently pitched sounds — see also 
high-pitched, low-pitched b : to cause (a song, an in¬ 
strument, etc.) to be in a particular musical key ■ a tune 
pitched in the key of C ■ differently pitched instruments 

5 always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj\ a : to 
make or design (something) for people at a particular level ■ 
They pitched the test at a fifth-grade reading level. ■ The les¬ 
son was originally pitched to younger students. [=it was de¬ 
signed/intended for younger students] b : to cause (some¬ 
thing) to be at a particular level ■ Try not to pitch your 
hopes/ambitions too high. 

6 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj ] of a sur¬ 
face : to slope downward ■ The road pitches steeply down the 
side of the mountain. — see also pitched 

7 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj ]: to fall 
or move suddenly in a particular direction ■ He lost his bal¬ 
ance and pitched forward onto the ground. ■ The boat was 
pitching up and down in the rough waters. ■ The nose of the 
airplane suddenly pitched downward. 

8 a golf : to hit a golf ball so that it goes very high in the air 
and rolls very little after hitting the ground [no obj ] She 
pitched onto the green from a patch of tall grass. ■ a pitching 
wedge [=a type of golf club used for pitching] [+ obj] She 
pitched the ball up on to the green, b [+ obj] cricket : to 
cause (the ball) to bounce on the ground before reaching a 
batsman c [no obj] of a ball : to bounce on the ground ■ Her 
shot landed short of the green and pitched into a bunker. 

9 [+ obj ]: to set up (a tent or camp) ■ We decided to pitch our 
tents there for the night. ■ We pitched camp by the river. 
pitch a fit/tantrum US, informal : to become very upset and 

angry in a loud and uncontrolled way ■ He pitched [=threw] 
a fit when she said she was going to be late again. ■ My 
three-year-old pitched one of her temper tantrums when 
we tried to leave the party early. 
pitch In [phrasal verb] pitch In or pitch In (something) infor¬ 
mal : to do something or give something (such as money) 
to help a person, group, or cause ■ Everyone has to pitch in 
[=chip in, contribute] if we’re going to finish this project on 
time. ■ They all pitched in to help. ■ People in the town have 
been pitching in to pay the family’s medical bills. ■ I pitched 
in [- contributed] a couple of bucks to help pay for his 
birthday cake. 

pitch Into [phrasal verb] pitch Into (someone) chiefly Brit, in¬ 
formal : to attack or criticize (someone) forcefully ■ He 
said his mother would pitch into him when he got home. 
pitch up [phrasal verb] Brit, informal : to appear or arrive at 
a place * Several hundred fans pitched up [=showed up] at 
the hotel to welcome the team. 

3 pitch noun [noncount] 

1 : a thick, black, sticky substance that is used on roofs, 
boats, etc., to keep out water ■ ships sealed/coated with pitch 
■ The night sky was as black/dark as pitch. [=extremely 
black/dark] 

2 : a sticky substance that is produced by some trees (such 
as pines trees) ■ pine pitch 

- compare 1 pitch 

pitch-black /'pitf'blsek/ adj : very dark or black ■ It’s al¬ 
ready pitch-black outside. ■ pitch-black hair 
pitch-dark /'pitf'daa-k/ adj : very dark ■ It’s pitch-dark out¬ 
side. 


pitched /'pitft/ adj : not flat: having a slope ■ a pitched roof 
pitched battle noun, pi ~ battles [count] 

1 : a major battle that is fought by large groups of soldiers 

2 : a long argument or fight between people who have be¬ 
come very angry or emotional ■ She has been in a pitched 
battle with her ex-husband over custody of their children. 

1 pitch*er /'pitf»/ noun, pi -ers [count] : the player who 
throws the ball to the batter in baseball — see also relief 
pitcher — compare 2 pitcher 
2 pltcher noun, pi -ers [count] US 

1 : a container with a lip and handle that is used for holding 
and pouring out liquids ■ a pitcher of beer — called also 
(Brit) jug; see picture at place setting 

2 : the amount held by a pitcher ■ We drank a pitcher of wa¬ 
ter. 


3 Brit : jug 
-compare ‘pitcher 

1 pitch-fork /*pitf|fo9k/ noun, pi -forks [count] : a tool that 
has two or three long, thin metal bars on a long handle and 
that is used for lifting hay 


2 pitchfork verb -forks; -forked; 

-fork-lng [+ obj] 

1 : to lift and throw (something) with a 
pitchfork ■ The farmer pitchforked the 
hay onto the truck. 

2 Brit, informal : to force (someone) 
into a situation or position suddenly or 
without preparation — usually used as 
(be) pitchforked ■ He was pitchforked 
into the job. 

pitch-man /'pitfman/ noun, pi -men 
/-man/ [count] US : a man whose job is 
to talk about something (such as a 
product) in order to persuade people to 
buy or accept it ■ a former star athlete 
who now works as spitchman on TV pitchfork 

pitch-OUt /*pitr,aut/ noun, pi -outs 
[count] baseball : a pitch that is deliberately thrown far from 
the batter so that the catcher can catch the ball and throw it 
quickly to a base to try to put out a runner 
pitch—per-fect /'pitf'p^fikt/ adj : having exactly the right 
tone or style ■ a pitch-perfect performance 
pitch Shot noun, pi ~ shots [count] golf', a high shot that is 
made from an area near the green ■ She hit a pitch shot onto 
the green. — called also pitch 

pitch-wom-an /'pitf,wuman/ noun, pi -wom-en /-,wiman/ 
[count] US : a woman whose job is to talk about something 
(such as a product) in order to persuade people to buy or ac¬ 
cept it ■ a celebrity pitchwoman 
pit-e-OUS /'pitijas/ adj [more most ~] literary ; deserving 
or causing feelings of sympathy or pity ■ a piteous tale ■ The 
child cried out in a piteous voice. 

— pit-e-ous-ly adv 

pit-fall /'pit,fail/ noun, pi -falls [count] : a danger or prob¬ 
lem that is hidden or not obvious at first — usually plural; 
often + of • I warned him about the (hidden) pitfalls of online 
dating. 

pith /'pi0/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the white covering that is found under the skin of orang¬ 
es, lemons, etc. 

2 : the most important part of something — often + of u the 
pith of the matter 

pit-head /'pit,hEd/ noun, pi -heads [count] chiefly Brit : the 
top of a coal mine and the ar ea and buildings around it 
pith helmet noun, pi ~ -mets [count] : a light, hard hat 
that is worn for protection from the sun in hot countries 
pithy /'pi0i/ adj plth-i-er; -est [also more —; most ~] 

1 : using few words in a clever and effective way ■ The critic 
gave the film a pithy review. ■ The book is filled with pithy 
sayings about love and loss. • a pithy little Mother’s Day card 
synonyms see concise 

2 : resembling or having a lot of pith " a white, pithy sub¬ 
stance 

— pith-My /'pi0ali/ adv 

piti-able /'pitijabal/ adj [more most ~] formal: deserving 
pity or sympathy : pitiful ■ a pitiable orphan 

— plti-ably /'pitijabli/ adv 
pltl-ful /'pitifal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 ; deserving or causing feelings of pity or sympathy ■ a piti¬ 
ful lost dog ■ the child’s pitiful cries 

2 : causing feelings of dislike or disgust by not being enough 
or not being good enough ■ a pitiful [=very small] amount of 
money ■ a pitiful excuse ■ She made a pitiful attempt to com¬ 
plete her work. 

— pltl-ful-ly adv ■ a pitifully sad story ■ a pitifully small 
amount of money 

pitl-less /'pitilas/ adj [more —; most ~] 

1 : very cruel: having or showing no pity ■ a pitiless ^merci¬ 
less] ruler/critic ■ The soldiers were pitiless toward their ene¬ 
my. 

2 : very harsh or severe ■ the pitiless desert heat ■ a pitiless 
storm 

— pitl-less-ly adv •pitilessly cruel 

pi-ton /*pi:,ta:n/ noun, pi -tons [count] : a pointed piece of 
metal used in rock climbing that is hammered into a crack in 
the rock in order to hold the rope which is attached to the 
climber 

pit Stop noun, pi ~ stops [count] 

1 : a stop for fuel and minor repairs during a car race 

2 US, informal a : a short stop during a journey for rest, 
food, or to use a bathroom ■ We made a pit stop for some 
food before getting back on the highway, b : a place for 
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making such a stop ■ This little town is an ideal pit stop be¬ 
tween the two cities, 
pitta Brit spelling of pita 

pittance /'pitas/ noun, pi -tanc-es [count] : a very small 
amount of money — usually singular ■ For all her work, she 
only made a pittance. ■ He bought the car for a pittance. 

pitted adj 

1 of a fruit : with the pit removed • pitted olives/dates 

2 [more —; most ~]: having many small holes or dents : hav¬ 
ing many pits ■ the pitted surface of the bowl ■ a man with pit¬ 
ted and scarred cheeks 

pit-ter-pat*ter /’pitoipaeta/ noun [singular] : a quick series 
of light sounds — often + of • the pitter-patter of little feet ■ 
the pitter-patter of the rain 

— plt'ter—pat-ter Apito'paeta-/ adv ■ His feet went pitter- 
patter up the stairs. 

pitting noun [noncount] : small holes or dents on a surface • 
The car’s paint showed some pitting from flying gravel. ■ Her 
face had some minor pitting from the chicken pox. 
pi*tll*i«tary /pa'tuiwa.teri, Brit pa'tjuiwatri/ noun, pi -tar- 
ies [count] medical : a small organ in the brain that produc¬ 
es hormones and influences growth and development — 
called also pituitary gland 
1 PitV /*piti/ noun 

1 [noncount] : a strong feeling of sadness or sympathy for 
someone or something ■ She has had a hard life and deserves 
your pity. ■ I felt deep pity for the lost dog. 

2 [singular] : something that causes sadness or disappoint¬ 
ment ■ It’s a pity [=shame] you can’t go. = Pity (that) you 
can’t go. [=I’m sorry that you can’t go) ■ I’ll be out of town on 
that day—a (great) pity , since I’d love to see you. ■ He didn’t 
live to see his daughter grow up, and that’s a pity. 

more’s the pity : unfortunately — used to say that 
something is disappointing ■ “Did you get to see her before 
she left?” “No, more’s the pity.” [=1 regret that I didn’t get 
to see her] 

take pity on : to feel pity for (a person or animal) and do 
something to help ■ I took pity on the stray cat and fed him. 
2 pity verb pit-ies; pitted; plty*ing [+ obj] : to feel pity for 
(someone or something) : to feel sorry for (someone or 
something) ■ I pity anyone who has to work at that place, 
pitying adj [more most ~] : showing or expressing pity 
for someone or something ■ a pitying look/smile 
1 piV'Ot /'pivat/ noun, pi -ots 

1 [count] : a pin or shaft on which a mechanical part turns 

2 [count] : the action of turning around a point: the action 
of pivoting — usually singular ■ The quarterback made a 
quick pivot [=tum] and threw the ball to the running back. 

3 [count] : a person or thing that is central or important to 
someone or something else — usually singular ■ Their chil¬ 
dren had become the pivot around which their life turned. 

4 [noncount] basketball : a position in which a player on of¬ 
fense faces away from the basket to pass to or assist other 
teammates trying to score ■ Their center is a strong player in 
the pivot. 

2 pivOt verb -ots; -ot-ed; -ot-Ing [no obj] : to turn on or 
around a central point ■ The dancers pivoted on their toes 
and changed direction. ■ The door hinge pivots around the 
pin. ■ The quarterback pivoted and threw the ball to the run¬ 
ning back. 

pivot on/around [phrasal verb] pivot on/around (something) 
: to be based on (something) ■ Our vacation plans will pivot 
around how much money we can save. ■ The book’s plot 
pivots on the main character’s need for revenge. 
piv-Ot-al /'pivatl/ adj [more most —] : very important ■ 
She is at a pivotal point in her career. ■ a pivotal [^critical] 
moment/decision 

piv-ot-man /■pivat.msen/ noun, pi -men /-,men/ [count] 
basketball : a player who plays in the pivot: the center on a 
team 

pix plural of pic 

pix-el /'piksal/ noun, pi -els [count] : any one of the very 
small dots that together form the picture on a television 
screen, computer monitor, etc. 

pix-e-lat-ed also plx«Mat*ed /’piksajeitad/ adj, of an im¬ 
age on a computer or television screen : made up of a small 
number of large pixels that produce a picture which is not 
clear or sharp ■ a heavily pixelated image 
pix-ie also pixy /'piksi/ noun, pi pix*ies [count] : an imagi¬ 
nary creature that looks like a small person and has magical 
powers 


piz-za /*pi:ts3/ noun, pi -zas : a food made from flat, usually 
round bread that is topped with usually tomato sauce and 
cheese and often with meat or vegetables [count] We or¬ 
dered a pizza for supper, [noncount] I ordered pizza for sup¬ 
per. ■ a slice of pepperoni/cheese pizza — called also pizza 
pie 

piz-zazz or pi'Zazz /pa'zsez/ noun [noncount] informal : a 
quality or style that is exciting and interesting • The young 
actress has a lot of pizzazz. • The song has plenty of pizzazz. 
piz*ze*ria /,pi:ts3'ri:j3/ noun, pi -rias [count] : a restaurant 
where mainly pizzas are served 
piZ*Zi*ca*tO Apitsi'kaitou/ adv — used as a direction in mu¬ 
sic to indicate that notes should be played by plucking the 
strings of a violin, viola, cello, etc., with the fingers instead of 
by using a bow ■ The section should be played pizzicato. 

— pizzicato adj ■ a pizzicato solo 
pi’s /■pi:,cfeeiz/ noun [plural] informal : pajamas 
pkg. abbr package 
pkt abbr packet 
pkwy abbr parkway 
pi. abbr 1 place 2 plural 

plaoard /'plaeka-d/ noun, pi -ards [count] : a large notice or 
sign put up in a public place or carried by people ■ The plac¬ 
ard on the door says that the church was built in the late 
1600s. ■ protesters carrying placards 
pla-cate /'plei.keit, Brit pls'keit/ verb -cates; -cat>ed; 
-cat*ing [+ obj] formal : to cause (someone) to feel less an¬ 
gry about something ■ The administration placated protest¬ 
ers by agreeing to consider their demands. ■ The angry cus¬ 
tomer was not placated by the clerk’s apology. 

1 Place /'pleis/ noun, pi piac*es 

1 [count] : a specific area or region of the world : a particu¬ 
lar city, country, etc. ■ Please state your place of birth and 
your current place of residence. [=where you were bom and 
where you live now] ■ New York City is a nice place to visit, 
but I wouldn’t want to live there. » I’ve heard it’s a good place 
to raise children. ■ places like Africa and South America ■ 
traveling to distant/exotic/faraway/remote places ■ the hot¬ 
test place on earth 

2 [count] : a building or area that is used for a particular pur¬ 
pose ■ churches and other places of worship • a place of 
leaming/business ■ You should plan to meet him in a public 
place. ■ a local gathering/meeting place ■ Muslim holy places 
• ancient burial places ■ We had dinner at a great little Italian 
place [-restaurant] downtown. ■ He tried several places 
[^stores ], but no one sold the ingredients he needed. ■ You’ve 
come to the right place. I have just what you need. ■ This bar 
is the place to be [=it is where many people go and where ex¬ 
citing things happen] on Saturday nights. 

3 [count] a : a building, part of a building, or area that is 
used for shelter ■ They gave him a place to stay for the night, 
b : a house, apartment, etc., where a person lives : home ■ 
We’re going to need a bigger place once the baby is bom. ■ 
He’s looking to buy a place in the country. ■ Shall we go to 
my place or yours? ■ our summer place 

4 [count] : a particular space or area ■ This looks like a good 
place [^location, spot] to stop and rest. ■ It’s nice to have the 
whole family together in one place. • Keep your jewelry and 
other valuables in a safe place. ■ The map is tom in (some) 
places. [=some parts of the map are tom] ■ The bone in her 
leg broke in two places. • Try looking for the phrase in anoth- 
er place in the dictionary." A person can only be in one place 
at one time. ■ The guards/chairs were not in their proper 
places. ■ Wires carry the information from place to place. = 
They carry it from one place to another. • Success is some¬ 
times just a matter of being in the right place at the right 
time. ■ You were just unlucky; you happened to be at the 
wrong place at the wrong time. — sometimes used figura¬ 
tively * She keeps a special place in her heart for mistreated 
animals. ■ When I left the army, I was in a very strange place 
mentally. [=1 was in a very strange mental state] — see also 
HIDING PLACE, RESTING PLACE 

5 [count] : a particular point that you reach in a discussion, 
book, etc. — usually singular ■ This seems like a good place 
to end our discussion for today. ■ He used the receipt to 
keep/mark his place in the book he was reading. ■ She 
dropped the magazine on the floor and lost her place. 

6 [count] : an available seat, space, or amount of room ■ 
There’s no place to sit down. ■ I found a place to put my 
things. ■ They didn't have a good place for the painting in 
their apartment. ■ If you get to the theater before me, could 
you save me a place ? ■ “Excuse me, is this place taken?" “Yes, 
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I’m saving it for my friend.” ■ She said she couldn’t see the 
stage and asked if he would change/trade/swap/switch plac¬ 
es with her. ■ During the ceremony, he was given a place of 
honor [=a seat for someone who is being honored] next to 
the president’s wife. ■ We’ll have to make a place [=make a 
space available; make room] for our guests. ■ We made a 
place for you at the dinner table. 

7 [count] : a particular position in a line especially of people 
or vehicles ■ I had to use the bathroom, but I didn’t want to 
lose my place in line. ■ Would you save/hold our places (in 
line), please? 

8 [count] : a particular position during or at the end of a race 
or competition — usually singular ■ The runner from the 
U.S. is currently in third place. ■ Their horse finished in last 
place. • The two teams are tied for second place. ■ “Who took 
first place!” “First place went to the red team.” 

9 [count] a : a position in a group, course, organization, 
school, etc. • They offered her a place [-job] on their staff. ■ 
He started getting bad grades and lost his place on the bas¬ 
ketball team. [=he was no longer allowed to be on the team] ■ 
She was guaranteed a place in the college. ■ There are two 
places still open in the course/class. ■ He has friends In high 
places. [=friends who have power and influence] — often 
used figuratively ■ Her courage during the war earned her a 
place in history. [=she is remembered as an important person 
in history because of her courage during the war] ■ She has 
an important place in the community. [=she is an important 
part of the community] • He occupies a prominent place 
among the great musicians of our time, b : the proper posi¬ 
tion of someone in a group or society ■ The queen’s servants 
must know their place and act accordingly. [=they must act 
like servants] ■ It’s not my place [=it is not appropriate for 
me] to punish other people’s children. • It was not his place 
to make the final decision. 

10a [singular] : an appropriate situation or setting ■ There’s 
a time and a place for everything. ■ This is neither the time 
nor the place to talk about money, b [count] : a particular 
situation or set of conditions ■ Call me if you ever find your¬ 
self in a tight place. ■ Anyone in her place [= position ] would 
have done the same thing. ■ I love my life and wouldn’t 
change/trade/swap/switch places with anyone in the world! 

11 [count] mathematics : the position of a digit in a number ■ 
In the number 316, the digit 1 is in the tens place. ■ Move the 
decimal point two places to the right. ■ a number with three 
decimal places [=a number with three digits that follow the 
decimal point; a number like 2.345 or .678] ■ In the number 
2.468, the 4 is in the first decimal place. 

12 — used in the names of streets ■ He lives at 313 Jackson 
Place. 

all over the place informal 1 : in many different areas or 
locations : everywhere ■ New houses are springing up 
all over the place in that part of the country. ■ The kids left 
their toys all over the place. ■ Bullets were flying all over the 
place. 2 : not organized in a logical way ■ Your essay lacks 
organization; your ideas are all over the place, 
between a rock and a hard place see 2 rock 
fall Into place see ‘fall 

give place to (something) formal : to be replaced by 
(something) ■ Confidence gave place to [=(more common¬ 
ly) gave way to] fear. • Further down the street, tall office 
buildings give place to rows of tidy houses. 
go places : to become successful ■ She has enough ambition 
to really go places. ■ The band is clearly going places, 
keep (someone) In his/her place : to prevent (someone) 
from achieving a higher social status ■ Such social rules 
were used to keep women in their place. 

In place 1 : in the proper position ■ He makes sure that ev¬ 
ery hair on his head is in place before leaving the house. ■ 
Tape held/kept the photo in place. ■ The house’s walls are 
in place , but nothing else has been done. ■ With all the per¬ 
formers in place, we were ready to rehearse. 2 : in the 
state of being used or active ■ The new computer system 
should be in place by next Monday. ■ These changes were 
already in place when the new president took office. • 
Plans are in place for the upcoming hurricane season. 3 
US : in the same location without moving forward or 
backward. ■ To warm up before swimming practice, we 
run in place [-{Brit) on the spot] for five minutes. 

In place of (someone or something) or In someone’s or 
something’s place : as a substitute or replacement for 
someone or something • Use milk in place of [-instead of] 
water for creamier hot chocolate. ■ In place cf butter, olive 
oil was served with the bread. • The prince ruled the king¬ 


dom in place o/his father. = The prince ruled the kingdom 
in his father’s place. ■ She couldn’t attend the meeting, so 
she sent her secretary in her place, 
in the first place — used at the end of a sentence to indicate 
what was true or what should have been done at the begin¬ 
ning of a situation ■ We should never have gone there in the 
first place. [=to begin with] • I didn’t care much for the job 
in the first place. 

in the first/second place — used when listing the most im¬ 
portant parts of something or the most important reasons 
for something ■ I’m not going to tell you because, in the 
first place , it’s none of your business, and in the second 
place , you would tell everyone else. 

Into place 1 : into the proper position ■ She lowered her 
glasses then pushed them back into place. 2 : into the 
state of being used or active ■ The curfew was put into 
place [=was established] by the town’s mayor. • The plan 
will be put into place over the course of several months. 
no place for — used to say that someone or something does 
not belong in a particular place, situation, etc. • This party 
is no place for children. [=children should not be allowed at 
this party] ■ There is no place for racism in our society. 
of all places — used to say that it is unusual or surprising 
that something happened in or is true about a particular 
place ■ She met her future husband in a grocery store, of all 
places. 

out of place 1 : not in the correct location or position ■ 
Nothing in the room was out of place. 2 : not in a typical 
or appropriate situation or setting ■ Their modem style 
home seems oddly out of place among the town’s old farm¬ 
houses. • She wouldn’t look out of place on the cover of a 
fashion magazine. ■ I feel a bit out of place [=1 feel like I 
don’t belong] with my wife’s family. ■ The law seems par¬ 
ticularly out of place in today’s society. 
place in the sun see ‘sun 
pride of place see ‘pride 

put someone in his/her place <*■ Someone who puts you in 
your place shows you that you are not better than other 
people and should not be acting in such a confident and 
proud way. • He told her to stop talking, but she quickly 
put him in his place. 

take place : to happen ■ The wedding is set to take place this 
July. ■ Negotiations are now taking place between the two 
governments. ■ He didn’t understand what had just taken 
place. ■ Where does the story take place ? [=where is the 
story set?] 

take someone’s or something’s place or take the place 
of (someone or something ) : to replace someone or 
something ■ Who will take the king’s place when he dies? ■ 
We solved the original problem, but now a new one has 
taken its place. • I was too busy to attend the meeting, so I 
had my secretary take my place. • Who will take the place of 
the current pope? ■ Televisions began to take the place of 
radios in most families' homes. 
take your place 1 : to go to the location where you are 
supposed to sit, stand, etc. • The goalie took her place on 
the field. • The actors take their places on the stage and the 
curtain rises. • (chiefly Brit) Ladies and gentlemen, please 
take your places. [=(US) take your seats] The play is about 
to begin. 2 : to be thought of or considered as sharing a 
particular rank or status with others ■ He has taken his 
place among/alongside/beside/with history’s most brutal 
dictators. ■ The film will surely take its place among the 
greatest films of all time. [=will be recognized as one of the 
greatest films of all time] ■ The hurricane will take its place 
in history as one of this country’s worst natural disasters. 
2 place verb places; placed; placing 

1 [+ obfl : to put (something or someone) in a particular 
place or position ■ Please place [=set, lay] the book on my 
desk. • She placed [-rested] her hand on his shoulder. ■ The 
box was placed at the center of the room. ■ You can really see 
the similarities when you place the two pictures side by side. 
■ Her name was placed on the list. ■ The husbands and wives 
were placed in separate groups. ■ New flowers had been 
placed [=positioned] around the edges of the garden. ■ They 
were placed next to each other in line. 

2 [+ obj] : to put (someone or something) in a particular 
state, condition, or situation ■ Working with sick people plac¬ 
es him at risk for infection. ■ By not accepting the prosecu¬ 
tor’s deal, he places his future in the hands of the jury. • 
We’re placing you under arrest. ■ He was released from jail 
and placed on probation. 

3 [+ obj] a — used to say that something is thought of as 
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important, valuable, etc.; + on or upon ■ They place great im¬ 
portance on both work and family. [=they believe that both 
work and family are important] ■ She talked about the high 
value that her parents place on education. ■ Some parents 
place a lot of emphasis on winning, but we just want our chil¬ 
dren to have fun playing sports, b — used to say who or 
what you believe should be trusted, blamed, etc. ■ We have 
no choice but to place our faith in the legal system. [=to trust 
the legal system] ■ Too many children in this country are 
overweight, and I place most of the blame on a lack of exer¬ 
cise. [=1 blame the problem on a lack of exercise] ■ Their plan 
places heavy reliance [=their plan relies heavily] upon coop¬ 
eration from others. 

4 [+ obj\ : to cause or require someone or something to deal 
with (a demand, burden, etc.) — + on or upon ■ The growing 
population is placing increasing demands on our schools. [=it 
is causing our schools to deal with increasing demands] ■ The 
financial burden of the program is ultimately placed upon 
the taxpayers. [=the taxpayers have to pay for the program] ■ 
He managed to get a lot done, considering the time con¬ 
straints that were placed on him. ■ restrictions placed upon a 
person’s freedom 

5 [+ obj\ a : to perform the actions that are required for 
(something) ■ He placed a collect (phone) call to his wife. ■ 
Place your beta, b : to give (an order) to someone ■ The 
company placed an order (with the manufacturer) for an ad¬ 
ditional 100 units. ■ “Are you ready to place your order?” 
asked the waiter. C ; to cause (something, such as an adver¬ 
tisement) to appear somewhere ■ We tried selling our house 
by placing an ad in the newspaper. 

6 [+ obj]: to find an appropriate place for (someone) to live, 
work, or learn ■ The agency helps place unemployed work¬ 
ers. • The child was removed from the home and placed in 
the care of relatives. ■ The children were placed with a foster 
family. ■ In high school, she was placed in advanced math 
and science classes. 

7 [+ obj] : to show or prove the location of (someone or 
something) at a particular time ■ The evidence places you at 
the scene of the crime. ■ Investigators were able to place him 
at several of these meetings. ■ The company’s records place 
three of their trucks in the area that day. 

8 [+ obj] : to remember where you saw (someone or some¬ 
one’s face) in the past ■ The man looked familiar but she 
couldn’t quite place him. ■ It wasn’t until later that I placed 
her face: she was my ninth grade English teacher, Ms. Lee. 

9 a [no obj] US : to end a race or competition in a particular 
position ■ He placed fifth in last year’s race. ■ The team 
placed second overall. • The first three participants to place 
in each event will receive medals, b Brit Someone who is 
placed first, second, (etc.) in a race or competition has fin¬ 
ished in that position. ■ He was placed fifth in last year’s race. 
■ The team was placed second overall. 

10 [+ obj] : to give (someone or something) a particular rank 
in a series or category ■ Tolstoy’s War and Peace is often 
placed [=ranked, rated] among the greatest masterpieces of 


world literature. ■ Among the most serious problems facing 
the world, global warming is often placed first. • The admin¬ 
istration places [=puts, sets ] improving the country’s health¬ 
care system high on their list of priorities, 
pla-ce-bo /pl3*si:bou/ noun, pi -bos [count] medicine : a pill 
or substance that is given to a patient like a drug but that has 
no physical effect on the patient <*• Patients who have been 
given a placebo that they think is a real drug may feel better 
because they believe that they are getting actual medicine. 
The improvement that they experience in their health is 
called the placebo effect. Placebos are also used in tests to 
compare the effect of a real drug with a substance that does 
not have any physical effect. 

place-kick /'pleis,kik/ noun, pi -kicks [count] : a kick that 
is made in sports like American football and rugby when the 
ball has been put on the ground or is being held on the 
ground 

— place*kick*er / l pleis l kik9/ noun, pi -ers [count] chiejly 
US 

place mat noun, pi ~ mats [count] : a small, often rectan¬ 
gular mat on which a set of dishes, knives, forks, etc., for one 
person are placed at a table — see picture at place setting 
place-ment /'pleismant/ noun, pi -ments 

1 : the act of putting something in a particular place [non- 
count] the strategic placement of products at the entrance of 
a store ■ the placement of microphones around the room 
[count] The director tried several different camera place¬ 
ments for the scene. 

2 [noncount] : the act of finding an appropriate place for 
someone to live, work, or learn ■ The agency has overseen 
the placement of hundreds of children in loving homes. ■ the 
placement of unemployed workers — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ We give all applicants placement tests to deter¬ 
mine their level of proficiency. ■ job placement programs 

place name noun, pi ~ names [count] : the name of a city, 
town, lake, country, etc. ■ Many of the area’s place names 
come from Native American languages, 
pla-cen-ta /pla'senta/ noun, pi -tas [count] medical : the or¬ 
gan in mammals that forms inside the mother’s uterus, nour¬ 
ishes the unborn baby, and is pushed out of the mother after 
the birth of the baby 

— pla-cen-tal /pb'sent]/ adj, always used before a noun • 
placental blood ■ the placental membrane 

place setting noun, pi ~ -tings [count] : a set of dishes, 
knives, forks, etc., that are put on a table for one person • 
Please lay another place setting for our guest, 
plac-id /'plsesad/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not easily upset or excited ■ a person with a sunny, placid 
disposition 

2 : not moving much : calm and steady ■ the placid surface 
of the lake 

— pla-cid-i-ty /pb'sidati/ noun [noncount] ■ the placidity of 
the quiet morning — plac-id-ly adv 

plac-ing /'pleisnj/ noun, pi -ings [count] Brit : ranking 


place setting 


pepper mill 


salt shaker {US), 
salt cellar {Brit) 

\ 


wine glass 


butter dish 

bread plate 
napkin ring 


napkin, 

serviette [Brit) 


pitcher (US), 
jug [Brit] 



place mat 


plate 


soup bowl 


tablecloth 
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pla>gia>rism /'pleiifea^zam/ noun [noncount] : the act of 
using another person’s words or ideas without giving credit 
to that person : the act of plagiarizing something ■ The stu¬ 
dent has been accused of plagiarism. 

— pla-gia-rist /'pleicfcanst/ noun, pi -rists [count] • The stu¬ 
dent is accused of being a plagiarist. 
pla-gia-rize also Brit pla-gia-rise /'pleicfe3,raiz/ verb -riz- 
es; -rized; -riz-ing : to use the words or ideas of another 
person as if they were your own words or ideas [+ obj] He 
plagiarized a classmate’s report, [no obj ] She plagiarized 
from an article she read on the Internet 
1 plague /'pleig/ noun, pi plagues 

1 [count] old-fashioned : a large number of harmful or an¬ 
noying things ■ The country was hit by a plague of natural di¬ 
sasters that year. ■ a plague of locusts ■ There has been a 
plague of bank robberies in the area. 

2 a : a disease that causes death and that spreads quickly to 
a large number of people [count] a plague that swept 
through the tribe in the 1600s [noncount] a time of plague 
b [noncount] : bubonic plague ■ an outbreak of (the) 
plague 

avoid (someone or something) like the plague informal 
: to stay away as much as possible from (someone or 
something) ■ I avoid my weird neighbor like the plague. 
2 plague verb plagues; plagued; plagu-ing [+obj] 

1 : to cause constant or repeated trouble, illness, etc., for 
(someone or something) ■ parasites that plague deer ■ Com¬ 
puter viruses plague Internet users. • Crime plagues the inner 
city. ■ Drought and wildfires continue to plague the area. — 
often used as (be) plagued ■ The new plane has been plagued 
by/with mechanical problems. [=has had many mechanical 
problems] ■ an athlete plagued by knee injuries 

2 : to cause constant worry or distress to (someone) — usu¬ 
ally used as (be) plagued • He is plagued by a sense of guilt. ■ 
She is plagued by fear of another terrorist attack. ■ I was 
plagued with doubts about my decision. 

plaice /'pleis/ noun, pi plaice [count, noncount] : a fish that 
has a flat body and that is eaten as food 
plaid /'pked/ noun, pi plaids 

1 [noncount] : a pattern on cloth of stripes with different 
widths that cross each other to form squares — often used 
before another noun * a plaid pattern ■ a plaid shirt — see 
color picture on page Cl 2 

2 plaids [plural] US : clothes with plaid patterns ■ She likes 
to wear plaids. 

3 [count] : a woolen cloth with a plaid pattern that is worn 
over the shoulder as part of the Scottish national costume 

1 plain /'plem/ adj plain*er; -est [also more most —] 

1 : having no pattern or decoration ■ Her dress was plain. ■ a 
plain fabric ■ It was a plain room with no curtains. ■ She was 
wearing plain black shoes. ■ He printed the picture on plain 
paper. 

2 : not having any added or extra things ■ a glass of plain 
[-pure] water ■ a piece of plain chicken ■ plain yogurt ■ You 
don’t have to call me Mr. Johnson—just plain Fred will be 
fine. ■ (Brit) The recipe calls for 250 grams of plain flour. 
[ =(US) all-purpose flour] 

3 : easy to see or understand ■ It’s plain to see [=it’s obvious] 
that you don’t like dogs. ■ You should have made it plain 
[=clear] to us what you were planning to do. ■ What he said is 
a lie, plain and simple. ■ The evidence makes it plain [=clear- 
ly shows] that he is guilty. ■ The answer is (as) plain as day. = 
The answer is as plain as the nose on your face. [=the an¬ 
swer is very obvious] 

4 : simple and honest ■ The senator was known for his plain 
speaking. ■ Let me say it in plain English : you’re fired. 

5 always used before a noun : complete and total ■ His motive 
was plain [=pure, sheer] greed. ■ The lawyer stated the plain 
facts of the case. ■ Her story is the plain truth. 

6 : not unusual or special in any way : ordinary ■ We’re 
just plain, hardworking people. ■ plain common sense ■ (US) 
I’m just a plain old country boy. • (US) All kinds of people at¬ 
tended the event, including politicians, celebrities, and Just 
plain folks, [^ordinary people] 

7 : not handsome or beautiful ■ She’s really kind of plain. ■ 
She describes herself as a plain Jane. [=a woman who is ordi¬ 
nary looking and not beautiful or glamorous] 

in plain sight or in plain view chiefly US : in a place that is 
easily seen ■ He carried his gun in plain sight, 
plain clothes : the ordinary clothes of a police officer who 
is not wearing a uniform ■ The officer was wearing plain 
clothes, [-the officer was not in uniform] — see also 

PLAINCLOTHES 


plain sailing see sailing 

— plainly adv ■ The camp is for kids who like sports, which 
he plainly [=obviousty, definitely] does. ■ The star was plain¬ 
ly [=clearly] visible in the sky toward the north. ■ The book 
states quite plainly [=openly, simply] that he was part of the 
plot. ■ She always dresses plainly. — plain-ness noun 
[noncount] ■ the plainness of her clothes 

2 plain noun, pi plains [count] : a large area of flat land with¬ 
out trees ■ the Spanish plain • the Great Plains of the United 
States 

3 plain adv, informal : truly or completely ■ Her answer was 
misleading, if not plain dishonest. — used to make a state¬ 
ment or description more forceful ■ She plain forgot to call 
me. ■ You are just plain wrong. 

plain chocolate noun [noncount] Brit : dark chocolate 
plain-clothes /■plem'klooz/ adj, always used before a noun 
: dressed in ordinary clothes and not a uniform while on 
duty ■ a plainclothes police officer — see also plain clothes at 
‘plain 

plain-clothes-man /'plem'klouzman/ noun, pi -men 
/-man/ [count] : a police officer who does not wear a uni¬ 
form while on duty 

plain-spo-ken /'plem'spoukan/ adj [more most —] : ex¬ 
pressing opinions, ideas, beliefs, etc., in a simple and honest 
way ■ a plainspoken man ■ plainspoken eloquence 
plain-tiff /'plemtaf/ noun, pi -tiffs [count] law : a person 
who sues another person or accuses another person of a 
crime in a court of law — compare defendant 
plain-tive /'plemtiv/ adj [more most —] formal : express¬ 
ing suffering or sadness : having a sad sound ■ a plaintive 
[-mournful, sorrowful] sigh ■ We could hear the plaintive cry 
of a wounded animal in the woods. 

- plaln-tive-ly adv 

plain—vanilla adj, chiefly US, informal : not having any spe¬ 
cial features or qualities ■ We bought the plain-vanilla CD 
player. [=the most basic model] 

1 plait /'pleit, Brit 'pket/ verb plaits; plait-ed; plait-ing [+ 

obj] chiefly Brit : to twist together three pieces of (hair, rope, 
etc.): braid ■ My mum taught me how to plait my own hair. 

2 plait noun, pi plaits [count] chiefly Brit : an arrangement of 
hair made by weaving three sections together : braid ■ She 
wore her hair in plaits. 

1 plan /'plsen/ noun, pi plans 

1 : a set of actions that have been thought of as a way to do 
or achieve something [count] the President’s economic plan 

■ the army’s plan of attack ■ We need to agree on a plan of ac¬ 
tion. — often + for ■ The partners created a business plan for 
their new store. ■ The city has a ten-year plan for fixing the 
city’s roads, [noncount] Not everything at the show went ac¬ 
cording to plan. [=the way it was supposed to] — see also 

GAME PLAN, MASTER PLAN 

2 : something that a person intends to do [count] Our plan 
was to have the guests park on the street, not the lawn. — of¬ 
ten plural ■ We would love to have dinner at your house Fri¬ 
day night, but we already have plans. [=we are already plan¬ 
ning/expecting to do something else] ■ They didn’t want to 
change their vacation plans. ■ We made plans to go out this 
Friday, [noncount] When we met them at the restaurant, 
they said there had been a change of/in plan. 

3 [count] : a detailed agreement for telephone service, medi¬ 
cal care, insurance, etc. ■ a health/medical plan [=an insur¬ 
ance program that pays for medical care] ■ He changed his 
long-distance/calling plan. ■ a tuition payment plan ■ Her em¬ 
ployer offers a great dental plan, [insurance for dental care] 

■ a retirement plan — see also installment plan, pen¬ 
sion plan 

4 [count] : a drawing that shows the parts or details of some¬ 
thing (such as a building, town, machine, etc.) ■ a street plan 
of Washington, D.C. ■ a seating plan [=a drawing that shows 
the places where particular people will sit at a gathering] — 
often plural ■ The builder brought over the plans for their 
new house. ■ The architect drew up plans for the office tow¬ 
er. — see also floor plan 

2 plan verb plans; planned; plan-ning 

T : to think about and arrange the parts or details of (some¬ 
thing) before it happens or is made [+ obj We are busy plan¬ 
ning the party. ■ The prisoners spent months planning their 
escape. ■ a teacher planning her next lesson ■ The students 
are planning a protest. ■ We have something very special 
planned for your birthday. ■ Their wedding is planned for 
June. ■ a planned series of books about cars ■ Things don’t al- 
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ways go as planned. — sometimes + out ■ That crash was no 
accident. They had the whole thing planned out to get insur¬ 
ance money. ■ They planned the whole thing out. ■ You 
should first plan out your essay, [no obj] Always remember 
to plan ahead. 

2 a : to intend or expect to do (something) [+ obj] — fol¬ 
lowed by to + verb ■ She plans to move out and get a divorce. ■ 
Please let us know if you plan to attend, [no obj] — followed 
by on + -ing verb ■ We don’t plan on going anywhere tonight. ■ 
They plan on coming to the party, b [no obj ] : to expect 
something to happen — + for or on ■ They didn’t plan for 
[anticipate] such a long wait at the restaurant. ■ She didn’t 
plan on such cold weather. 

1 plane /'plein 1 noun, pi planes 

1 : a vehicle that has wings and an engine and can carry peo¬ 
ple or things in the air : airplane [count] a cargo plane 
[noncount] We will be traveling to Rome by plane. — often 
used before another noun ■ a plane crash/ride 

2 [count] geometry : a flat or level surface that extends out¬ 
ward like a sheet ■ a horizontal plane 

3 [count] : a level of thought, existence, or development ■ He 
uses meditation to reach a higher spiritual plane. ■ I don’t 
consider the two writers’ stories as being on the same plane. 

2 plane verb planes; planed; planning [+ obj] : to make (a 
piece of wood) smooth or level by cutting off thin pieces 
with a special tool (called a plane) ■ He had to plane the edge 
of the door so it would close better. 

3 plane noun, pi planes [count] : a sharp tool that is pushed 
along a piece of wood to smooth or shape the surface — see 
picture at carpentry 

plane-load /'plein,lood/ noun, pi -loads [count] : an 
amount or number of people or things that will fill an air¬ 
plane ■ a planeload of troops 

plan-er /'plein &/ noun, pi -ers [count] : an electric tool that 
is used for smoothing the surface of a board 
plan-et /‘plasnat/ noun, pi -ets 
\ [count] : a large, round object in space (such as the Earth) 
that travels around a star (such as the sun) 

2 the planet : the planet Earth ■ We must help preserve the 
planet. = We must help preserve the planet’s environment. 

3 — used in informal phrases to say that someone is not 
aware of what is really happening or has ideas that are not 
realistic or practical ■ You think they’ll help us? Are you (liv¬ 
ing) on another planet ? ■ What planet are you living oril ■ She 
looked at me as if I were someone from another planet. 

plan-e-tar-i-um Aplaena'terijam/ noun, pi -l-ums or -la 
/-ija/ [count] : a building or room in which images of stars, 
planets, etc., are shown on a high, curved ceiling 
plan-e-tary /'plaen3,teri, Brit *plaen3tri/ adj, always used be¬ 
fore a noun, technical : of or relating to planets ■ a planetary 
system ■ planetary motion/orbit 
plan-gent /'plaencfeant/ adj [more most ~] formal + liter¬ 
ary, of a sound : loud, deep, and often sad ■ a plangent tone/ 
chord ■ a plangent cry 
plank/'plasqk/now/i.p/ planks [count] 

1 : a long, thick board that is used especially in building 
something 

2 formal: one of the official beliefs and goals of an organiza¬ 
tion (such as a political party) ■ Before the convention, there 
was debate over the foreign policy and economic planks. 
— compare platform 

walk the plank see ’walk 

plank-lng /'plaeijkirj/ noun [noncount] : heavy boards that 
are used to build something ■ deck planking 
plank-ton /'plaegktan/ noun [noncount] : the very small ani¬ 
mal and plant life in an ocean, lake, etc. ■ fish that feed main¬ 
ly on plankton 

plan-ner /'plasna 1 / noun, pi -ners [count] 

1 : a person who plans things; especially : a person whose 
job is to plan things for other people ■ They hired a wedding 
planner. ■ financial planners 

2 : a person whose job is to plan the growth and develop¬ 
ment of a town or city ■ City planners refused to approve a 
proposed shopping center. 

planning noun [noncount] : the act or process of making a 
plan to achieve or do something ■ financial/city/business 
planning ■ Careful planning made the party a success. 

1 plant /'plasnt/ noun, pi plants [count] 

1 : a living thing that grows in the ground, usually has leaves 
or flowers, and needs sun and water to survive ■ a cotton 
plant • plant and animal life — see also houseplant, pot 
PLANT 


2 a : a building or factory where something is made ■ an 
auto plant ■ an ice-cream plant — see also power plant b 
US : the land, buildings, and equipment of an organization ■ 
the college’s physical plant 

3 a : something that is put in a place to trick or confuse peo¬ 
ple ■ He claimed police left the glove at the crime scene as a 
plant. [=as false evidence to make it look like he committed 
the crime] b : a person who is put in a place as a spy or for 
a secret purpose ■ The gangsters never suspected that he was 
a police plant. 

— plant-like /'plaent,laik/ adj [more most —] • plantlike 
organisms 

2 plant verb plants; plant-ed; plant-ing [+ obj] 

la: to put (a seed, flower, or plant) in the ground to grow ■ 
He planted the seeds. ■ I planted corn this year, b : to fill (an 
area) with seeds, flowers, or plants ■ I planted the border with 
roses. ■ a field planted with corn 

2 a : to put or place (something) in the ground ■ She planted 
stakes in the garden to hold the vines, b : to put or place 
(something or yourself) firmly or forcefully on a surface or 
in a particular position ■ He planted a punch on the other 
boxer’s nose. [=he punched the other boxer’s nose] ■ She 
planted a big kiss on his cheek. (=she gave him a big kiss on 
his cheek] ■ I firmly planted my feet and refused to move. ■ 
He planted himself in front of the TV and stayed there. 

3 a : to put (someone or something) in a place secretly ■ Ter¬ 
rorists planted a bomb in the bus station. ■ She claims that 
the police planted the drugs in her car. ■ The police officers 
were accused of planting evidence at the scene. [=placing ob¬ 
jects at the scene to make someone seem guilty of a crime] ■ 
He was a spy planted in the office by a rival company, b : to 
cause (a story, rumor, etc.) to be reported or talked about 
usually for some secret purpose ■ Someone planted a rumor 
saying that he had died. ■ They planted a story in the press 
about her mental problems. 

4 : to cause (an idea, feeling, etc.) to be in someone’s mind ■ 
She planted the first seeds of doubt in my mind. ■ The story 
planted the idea of starting my own business in my mind. 
[=the story made me think of starting my own business] 

1 plan-tain /'plasntn/ noun, pi -tains [count, noncount] : a 
greenish fruit that comes from a kind of banana plant and is 
eaten after it has been cooked ■ a fried plantain — compare 

^PLANTAIN 

2 plantain noun, pi -tains [count] : a common weed with 
leaves that grow near the ground and small greenish flowers 

— compare 1 plantain 

plan-ta-tion /plxn'teijan/ noun, p/-tions [count] 

1 : a large area of land especially in a hot part of the world 
where crops (such as cotton) are grown ■ a southern planta¬ 
tion Because slaves worked on cotton plantations in the 
southern U.S. in the past, the word plantation is often associ¬ 
ated with the history of slavery in the U.S. ■ He compared the 
situation of black college basketball players to the planta¬ 
tion. [=compared the college basketball system to slavery] 

2 : a group of trees that have been planted together ■ a plan¬ 
tation of pines 

plant-er /'plaenta 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a container in which plants are grown ■ She bought a 
planter to put on their deck. ■ a hanging planter 

2 : a person who owns a plantation ■ a wealthy South Amer¬ 
ican planter 

3 : a machine that plants seeds in the ground 
plaque /'plaek/ noun.pl plaques 

1 [count] : a flat, thin piece of metal or wood with writing on 
it that is used especially as a reminder of something (such as 
a historic event or an achievement) ■ A bronze plaque 
marked the city’s oldest building. ■ They gave him a plaque 
in honor of his 30 years of service. 

2 a [noncount] : a thin coating that forms on teeth and con¬ 
tains bacteria ■ Brushing your teeth prevents the buildup of 
plaque, b [count] medical : a change in brain tissue that oc¬ 
curs in Alzheimer’s disease ■ The scientists are studying the 
way the plaques form, c [noncount] medical : a harmful 
material that can form in arteries and be a cause of heart dis¬ 
ease 

plas-ma /'plaezma/ noun, pi -mas 

1 [noncount] medical: the watery part of blood that contains 
blood cells 

2 [noncount] technical : a substance that is similar to a gas 
but that can carry electricity ■ the plasma that makes up a 
star 

3 a [noncount] : a type of visual display for computers, tele- 
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visions, etc., that uses plasma with electrical charges be¬ 
tween two sheets of glass and that produces pictures that are 
very clear and bright — usually used before another noun ■ a 
plasma screen/TV b [count] : a television with a plasma 
screen ■ Our new TV is a 50-inch plasma. 

1 plaS'ter /'plaesta-, Brit 'plaista/ noun, pi -ters 

1 [noncount] a : a wet substance that hardens when it be¬ 
comes dry and that is used to make smooth walls and ceil¬ 
ings — often used before another noun • plaster walls b 
: PLASTER OF PARIS 

2 [count] Brit : a piece of material that is put on the skin over 
a small wound 

in plaster Brit : in a hard covering that protects a broken 
bone and allows it to heal: in a plaster cast ■ Her ann is in 
plaster. 

2 plaster verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to cover (a surface) with plaster ■ We plastered and 
sanded the walls before painting them, b : to cover (a sur¬ 
face or area) with something ■ They plastered the walls with 
posters. — usually used as (be) plastered ■ The walls were 
plastered with posters. ■ The Web page is plastered with ads. 

2 : to put (something, such as a poster or sign) on a surface ■ 
Someone had plastered a political poster on the wall. — of¬ 
ten used figuratively ■ He had a silly smile plastered on his 
face. [=he was smiling in a silly way] 

3 : to make (something) lie flat against or stick to something 

■ His clothes were plastered to his body from the rain. ■ He 
plastered his hair down/back with gel. 

plaster over [phrasal verb] plaster over (something) or plas¬ 
ter (something) over : to cover (something) with plaster ■ 
We plastered over the holes and cracks in the wall, 
plas-ter-board /‘plaesta^boad, Brit 'pla:st3,bo:d/ noun 
[noncount ] : building material that is used for making walls 
and ceilings and that is made of large sheets of plaster cov¬ 
ered with thick paper : drywall 
plaster cast noun, pi ~ casts [count] 

1 : 2 cast 2 ■ She had a plaster cast on her leg. 

2 : a copy of something made of plaster of paris ■ The mask 
was made from a plaster cast of his face. 

plastered adj, not used before a noun [more most ~] in¬ 
formal : very drunk ■ I got/was totally plastered at the party. 
plas*ter*er /'plsestara, Brit 'plaistara/ noun, pi -ers [count] 
: a person whose job is to put plaster on walls and ceilings 
plaster Of par*is or plaster of Paris /-‘peras/ noun [non¬ 
count] : a white powder that is mixed with water to form a 
paste which hardens quickly and which is used for making 
decorations, plaster casts, etc. 

1 Pjas«tiC /'pkestik/ noun, pi -tics 

1 : a light, strong substance that can be made into different 
shapes and that is used for making many common products 
[noncount] The toy was made of plastic, [count] a company 
that manufactures plastics 

2 [noncount] informal: a credit card when used for payment 

■ She used plastic to pay for her new computer. 

2 plastic aitf 

1 : made or consisting of plastic ■ plastic dishes/toys ■ a plas¬ 
tic bag/bottle/bin/container ■ a plastic bullet [=a bullet made 
of plastic that is used by the police, military, etc., to stop vio¬ 
lent people without killing them] — see also plastic wrap 

2 [more most ~] informal : not real or sincere ■ a politi¬ 
cian with a plastic [-fake] smile 

3 technical : capable of being made into different shapes ■ 
plastic clay 

plastic explosive noun, pi ~ -sives [Count, noncount] 
: an explosive that is made of a soft substance like clay that 
can be formed into different shapes ■ a bomb made with 
plastic explosives 

Plas-ti-cine /'plaesta^im/ trademark — used for a soft ma¬ 
terial that is like clay and that is used especially by children 
for making models of people, animals, etc. 
plaS‘tiC‘i-ty /plze'stisati/ noun [noncount] technical : the 
quality of being able to be made into different shapes ■ the 
plasticity of clay 

plastic surgeon noun, pi ~ -geons [count] : a doctor 
who performs plastic surgery 

plastic Surgery noun [noncount] : surgery that improves 
or repairs the form or appearance of body parts ■ He needed 
plastic surgery on his face after the car accident, 
plastic wrap noun [noncount] US : thin, clear plastic that is 
used to wrap food or to cover containers that have food in 
them — called also (Brit) cling film 
1 plate /'pleit/ noun, pi plates 


1 [count] a : a flat and usually round dish that is used for 
eating or serving food ■ plates, bowls, and cups ■ a paper plate 
■ fancy dinner/salad/bread/dessert plates • a large serving 
plate [-platter] ■ pie plates [=plates used to hold pies) — see 
picture at place setting b : the food that is served on a 
plate ■ a plate of cheese and crackers ■ a fruit/vegetable/meat 
plate [=a plate filled with different fruits/vegetables/meats] ■ 

1 ate a salad and a plate of spaghetti. 

2 [count] : a thin, flat piece of metal ■ A shiny metal plate was 
screwed to the door. ■ He had a steel plate put in his shoulder 
after the accident. ■ a plate of armor — see also breast¬ 
plate, nameplate 

3 [count] : license plate — usually plural ■ a car with New 
York plates 

4 [count] : one of the usually flat, hard pieces that cover the 
body of some animals ■ a dinosaur covered in bony plates 

5 [singular] : a dish or small container used in some church¬ 
es to collect money ■ They passed around the plate during 
services. ■ the collection plate 

6 the plate baseball : home plate ■ The runner was tagged 
out at the plate. — see also STEP UP TO THE PLATE (below) 

7 [count] geology : one of the very large sections of the 
Earth’s surface that are believed to move and cause earth¬ 
quakes where they touch each other — see also PLATE tec¬ 
tonics 

8 [noncount] a : metal that is covered with a thin layer of 
gold or silver ■ gold/silver plate b : objects (such as dishes, 
knives, forks, etc.) that are covered with a thin layer of gold 
or silver ■ The dishes were solid silver, not plate. 

9 [count] : a special page in a book that has pictures on it ■ 
The book is 500 pages long and contains over 50 color plates. 

— see also bookplate 

10 [count] : a surface of metal, plastic, or wood that is used 
in printing words or pictures on paper ■ printing plates 

11 [count] : a sheet of glass or plastic that is treated with a 
special chemical and used in photography ■ photographic 
plates 

12 [count] : the part of a set of false teeth that attaches to the 
mouth ■ the upper/lower plate of a set of dentures 

dean your plate see 2 clean 

on a plate informal : in a way that requires no effort : as a 
gift ■ He was handed the job on a plate. [=he was given the 
job without having to do anything to earn it] ■ The victory 
was handed to us on a plate. 

on your plate informal — used to refer to the things that a 
person has to do or deal with at one time ■ She has a lot on 
her plate right now. [=she has a lot of things that she has to 
deal with right now] • I’ve got enough on my plate to keep 
me busy this summer. 

step up to the plate baseball: to move into position next to 
home plate in order to bat — often used figuratively in 
U.S. English ■ He finally stepped up to the plate [=he finally 
took action] and asked her to marry him. ■ If you want this 
promotion, you’re going to have to step up to the plate. 
[=you will have to improve your work performance to 
show that you deserve the promotion] 

- see also fashion plate 

2 plate verb plates; plat*ed; plat.ing [+ obj] 

1 : to add a layer of metal to the outside of (something) — 
usually used as (be) plated ■ The tin cups were plated with sil¬ 
ver. 

2 baseball: to cause (a run or a runner) to score ■ His second 
hit plated [=drove in] two runs. 

1 plateau /plae'tou/ noun, pi pla*teaus also pla-teaux 
/plse'touz/ [count] 

1 : a large flat area of land that is higher than other areas of 
land that surround it ■ a plateau covering hundreds of miles ■ 
the Colorado Plateau — see color picture on page C7 

2 : a period when something does not increase or advance 
any further • After several years of rapid growth, the compa¬ 
ny is now at a plateau. [=it has stopped growing] ■ The price 
of gas seems to have reached a plateau. 

2 plateau verb -tea us; -teaued; -teau-ing [no obj ]: to stop 
growing or increasing : to reach a plateau ■ Sales of comput¬ 
ers have plateaued in recent years. 
plate*ful /'pleitjful/ noun, pi -fuls [count] : the amount of 
food that fills a plate ■ two platefuls of salad 
plate glass noun [noncount] : large sheets of very clear and 
thick glass — often used before another noun ■ plate glass 
windows 

plate*let /'pleitlat/ noun, pi -lets [count] : a small, round, 
thin blood cell that helps blood to stop flowing from a cut by 
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becoming thick and sticky — called also blood platelet 
plate tectonics noun [noncount] geology : a scientific the¬ 
ory that the Earth’s surface is made of very large sections 
that move very slowly; also : the movements of the large sec¬ 
tions that form the Earth’s surface ■ earthquakes caused by 
plate tectonics 

glaMorm /'plaet.fo^m/ noun, pi -forms [count] 

1 a : a flat surface that is raised higher than the floor or 
ground and that people stand on when performing or speak¬ 
ing ■ a raised wooden platform ■ He stepped up onto the plat¬ 
form and looked out into the audience, b : a flat area next 
to railroad tracks where people wait for a train or subway ■ 
She stepped off the train onto the platform. ■ Our train is 
boarding on platform 6. C : a usually raised structure that 
has a flat surface where people or machines do work ■ a 
viewing/observation platform ■ oil drilling platforms 

2 : the official beliefs and goals of a political party or candi¬ 
date ■ political platforms ■ the Republican/Democratic plat¬ 
form ■ The party adopted a new platform. • She was elected 
on a platform of peace. [=people elected her because she 
promised to work for peace] — compare plank 

3 : something that allows someone to tell a large number of 
people about an idea, product, etc. ■ The company plans to 
use the show as a platform to launch the new soft drink. 

4 : a shoe with a very thick sole — usually plural ■ In the 
1970s, we all wore platforms and bell-bottom pants. — called 
also platform shoe 

5 computers : a program or set of programs that controls the 
way a computer works and runs other programs ; operat¬ 
ing system ■ The program can be run on various PC plat¬ 
forms. 

plat-ing /'pleitii]/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a thin layer of metal that has been added to the outside of 
something ■ spoons covered in silver plating 

2 : a layer of wide, thin pieces of metal ■ armor plating 
plaM*num /'plsetnam/ noun [noncount] : a heavy, silver- 

colored metal that is difficult to melt and that is used espe¬ 
cially in expensive jewelry 

platinum blonde or platinum blond noun, pi ~ 
blondes or ~ blonds [count] : a person who has very light 
blonde hair ■ She dyed her hair and now she’s a platinum 
blonde. 

- platinum blonde or platinum blond adj ■ platinum 
blonde supermodels 

platinum record noun, pi ~ -cords [count] : an award 
that is given to a singer or musical group for selling at least 
one million copies of a record — compare gold record 
plaM-tude /'pl2et3|tu:d, Brit 'pketSitjuid/ noun, pi -tudes 
[count] disapproving : a statement that expresses an idea that 
is not new • His speech was filled with familiar platitudes 
about the value of hard work and dedication. 

— plat-l-tu-dl-nous /.plgeta'tuidnas, Brit pplaeta'tjuidnas/ 
adj [more most ~] formal ■ platitudinous remarks 

pla«tOn-iC /pb'tcr.nik/ adj : of, relating to, or having a close 
relationship in which there is no romance or sex ■ They had a 
platonic friendship, not a romantic one. ■ Our relationship 
was strictly platonic. ■ platonic love 
pla-toon /pb'tu:n/ noun, pi -toons [count] 

1 : a group of soldiers that includes two or more squads usu¬ 
ally led by one lieutenant ■ a platoon of soldiers 

2 : a group of people who are doing something together ■ 
platoons of waiters 

plaMer /'pketa*/ noun, pi -ters [count] 

1 a : a large plate that is used for serving food and especially 
meat ■ a silver platter b : the food that is served on a platter 
■ large platters of hot turkey and ham ■ a platter [=plate] of 
cheese and crackers 

2 : a meal in a restaurant that has a particular type of food ■ 
The chicken platter comes with fries and coleslaw. ■ She or¬ 
dered the seafood platter. 

on a (sliver) platter : in a way that requires no effort: as a 
gift ■ He has had everything handed/given to him on a sil¬ 
ver platter. [=he has not had to work for the things that he 
has; he is very lucky and has been given everything he has] 
platy-pus /'plsetipas/ noun, pi -pushes [count] : a small an¬ 
imat! from Australia that has a bill like the bill of a duck, 
webbed feet, and a wide flat tail — called also duck-billed 
platypus 

plaU'dltS /'plaidats/ noun [plural] formal : strong approval ■ 
The book received the plaudits [-acclaim , praise] of the crit¬ 
ics. ■ He has eamed/won plaudits for his work abroad. 
plau«Sl«ble /'plaizabal/ adj [more —; most —]: possibly true 


: believable or realistic ■ a 
plausible [^possible] conclu¬ 
sion ■ a plausible excuse ■ I 
thought her explanation was 
perfectly/entirely/complete¬ 
ly plausible. [=1 believed her 
explanation] — opposite im¬ 
plausible 

- plau-si-bil-i-ty 
/iplaizd'bibti/ noun [non¬ 
count] - plau*si‘bly 
/'plaizabli/ adv • She plau¬ 
sibly [=believably] argued that she was innocent. • Any of 
those things could plausibly happen. 

1 play /'plei/ verb plays; played; play-ing 

1 : to do activities for fun or enjoyment [no obj] The chil¬ 
dren were playing in the yard. ■ Can Sara come out and play? 
■ He played by himself in his room. — often + with ■ She’s 
outside playing with her friends. ■ You already have lots of 
toys to play with. ■ a baby playing with his toes [+ obj ] If 
children play teacher/school (etc.), they play by pretending 
to be adults. ■ She likes to play teacher/doctor with her sisters. 

— see also play house at 1 house 

2 a : to participate in (a game or sport) [+ obj] Did you play 
any sports in high school? ■ She plays soccer. ■ Do you want 
to play (a game of) cards/poker? ■ No one dares to play chess 
with/against him. ■ It’s not whether you win or lose (that’s 
important), it’s how you play the game. ■ The children were 
playing hide-and-seek, [no obj] I have a chess set. Do you 
want to play ? ■ It’s your turn to play. ■ She hurt her wrist but 
decided to continue playing. ■ He played in every major tour¬ 
nament this year. ■ He’s always dreamed of playing on a pro¬ 
fessional hockey team. — often + for ■ We never play for 
money. ■ I’m on a basketball team at school, but I also p/ay 
for fun with my friends. If you p/ay for a particular team, 
you are a member of that team. ■ Babe Ruth played for the 
Yankees. ■ He used to play for Boston but got traded to New 
York, b : to compete against (someone) in a game [+ obj] 
The Yankees are playing the Red Sox tonight at Yankee Sta¬ 
dium. ■ No one dares to play him at chess. • When Tom and I 
are finished with this game, you can play the winner, [no 
obj] The Yankees and the Red Sox are playing at Yankee Sta¬ 
dium. ■ She has played against some of the best tennis players 
in the world. If you p/ay (someone) for (something), you 
play a game in which the winner will be able to take or keep 
something. ■ “Is that the last can of soda?” “Yeah, I’ll play 
you for it.” C [+ obj] : to have (a particular position on a 
sports team) ■ He dreamed about playing quarterback in the 
National Football League. ■ She played center field in their 
last game. ■ He plays third base. ■ What position does he 
play ? d [+ obj] : to allow (someone) to play during a game 
especially in a particular position ■ Her coach didn’t play her 
in yesterday’s game. ■ They decided to play him at first base, 
e [+ obj : to place (a playing card) on the table during your 
turn in a card game ■ I played the ace of hearts. — often used 
figuratively ■ lawyers who play the race card to defend their 
clients [=who say that their clients were treated unfairly be¬ 
cause of their race] — see also play your cards close to the 
chest/vest at 'card, play your cards right at 'card f [+ obj] 
: to move (a piece) during your turn in a chess game ■ He 
played his rook/bishop/queen for the win. g [+ obj] : to hit, 
kick, throw, or catch (a ball, puck, etc.) ■ You have to play 
the ball where it lies. ■ He played a wedge shot to the green. ■ 
He played a great shot to his opponent’s forehand. ■ The 
shortstop played the ball perfectly. 

3 [+ obj] a : to bet money on (something) ■ 1 used to gamble 
a lot. Mostly, I played the races/horses/slots. ■ She only plays 
the lottery when there’s a large jackpot, b : to invest money 
in (the stock market) in order to try to earn money ■ You can 
lose a lot of money playing the (stock) market. 

4 a : to perform music on (an instrument) [+ obj She’s 
been playing the violin since she was 10 years old. ■ Where 
did you leam to play the piano? ■ He can play guitar and 
drums, [no obj] He played while she sang. ■ Would you play 
for us? ■ He plays in a band, b [no obj] of an instrument: to 
produce music ■ I could hear a guitar playing in the distance. 
C [+ obj] : to perform (a song, a piece of music, etc.) on an in¬ 
strument ■ Would you play something for us? ■ The band 
played their new hit song. • The conductor had us play the 
piece again from the beginning. ■ The band played a waltz. ■ 
She started her career playing country music, d [+ obj]: to 
perform music written by (a particular composer) ■ The or¬ 
chestra will be playing Mozart tonight, e : to perform mu- 
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sic in (a particular place) [+ obj] It was her dream to play 
Carnegie Hall. ■ She prefers playing small concert halls rath¬ 
er than big stadiums. ■ The band has been playing bars and 
nightclubs, [no obj] We mostly play in bars and nightclubs. 

5 : to cause (a song, a piece of music, a movie, etc.) to be 
heard or seen [+ obj] You kids are playing your music too 
loud. ■ The radio station plays mostly hip-hop and R&B. ■ 
Who decides which songs get played on the radio? • We’re 
waiting for you to play the movie. ■ I asked him to play the 
album/CD/DVD for me. [no obj ] Our favorite song was 
playing on the radio. ■ Classical music played softly in the 
background. ■ The movie/DVD is already playing. 

6 [no obj ]: to be shown or performed usually more than one 
time ■ The film is now playing [=is now being shown] in the¬ 
aters across the country. ■ What’s playing at the theater/mov¬ 
ies? ■ The show has been playing to full/packed houses. 

7 a [+ obj] : to act the part of (a particular character) in a 
film, play, etc. ■ He played the lead role in Hamlet. • Her 
character is being played by a relatively unknown actress. ■ 
She’s not a doctor, but she plays one on TV. — often used 
figuratively ■ My wife never disciplines the children. She gets 
to play the good guy while I have to play the bad guy. [=1 
have to discipline the children] ■ I survived a terrible tragedy, 
but I don’t want to play the victim. [=1 don’t want to act like 
a victim] — often used with part or role ■ Luck played an im¬ 
portant part in their success. [=a lot of their success was be¬ 
cause of luck] ■ The essay discusses the role that television 
plays in modem society. [=the effect that television has on 
modem society] ■ He’s been playing the part/role of the jeal¬ 
ous husband. [=he has been acting like a jealous husband] ■ 
We all have a part/role to play in the future of this company. 
[=we all will be involved in an important way in the future of 
this company] — see also role-play b [no obj] : to pre¬ 
tend that you have a particular quality or are in a particular 
condition ■ Don’t play [=act] all innocent with me! ■ She tried 
to teach her dog to play dead. [=to lie on its back and pre¬ 
tend to be dead] ■ If anyone asks you about it, play dumb. 
[=act like you do not know anything about it] 

8 : to act or behave in a particular way [no obj] It’s a very 
competitive business, and not everyone plays fair. = Not ev¬ 
eryone plays by the rules. ■ If you play smart [=if you make 
good decisions], you should be able to graduate in four 
years. [+ obj] She didn’t want to seem too eager, so she de¬ 
cided to p/ay it cool. [=to act calm] ■ If you p/ay it smart, you 
should be able to graduate in four years. ■ I decided to play it 
safe [=to be careful and avoid risk or danger] and leave early 
so that I would be sure to arrive on time. — see also play by 
ear at ‘ear 

9 [no obj ]: to do or say things in a joking way ■ Don’t take it 
so seriously. He was just playing. [=kidding, joking] — often 
+ around ■ I was just playing around. I didn’t really mean it. ■ 
Stop playing around and talk to me seriously for a moment. 

10 [+ obj] : to do (something) to someone in order to amuse 
yourself or others ■ He’s known for playing pranks, so I 
wouldn’t trust him if I were you. — usually + on • Let’s play 
a joke on her. ■ The students got in trouble for playing a trick 
on their teacher. ■ I can’t believe what I’m seeing. My eyes 
must be playing tricks on me. 

11 [+ obj] informal : to use or control (someone or some¬ 
thing) in a clever and unfair way ■ I’m never going to let any¬ 
one play me again. ■ She played you like a fool. — often + for 
■ She realized too late that she had been played for a fool. ■ 
They had been playing the guy for a sucker all along. 

12 [+ obj] : to base a decision or action on (something) ■ 
Sometimes you just have to play your luck [=to take a 
chance] and hope that everything turns out okay. ■ The 
coach was playing the odds that his pitcher would get 
through the inning without giving up a run. • Criminal inves¬ 
tigators need to play [=to act on] their hunches. 

13 [no obj] US : to be accepted or received in a particular 
way ■ The script looked good on paper but didn’t play well 
on Broadway. — often + with • His idea did not play well with 
the committee. [=the committee did not like his idea] 

14 [no obj ]: to move in a lively and irregular way ■ A know¬ 
ing smile played on/about her lips. ■ We watched the moon¬ 
light playing on the water. 

play along [phrasal verb ]: to agree to do or accept what oth¬ 
er people want ■ They wanted me to cooperate with them, 
but I refused to play along, [-go along] ■ If I pretend to be 
sick, will you play along and tell everyone that I had to go 
to the doctor? — often + with ■ I refused to play along with 
them. ■ Will you play along with my plan? 
play around also Brit play about [phrasal verb] 


1 : to have sex with someone who is not your husband, wife, 
or regular partner ■ He’s not the kind of guy who plays 
around, [-fools around , messes around] — often + on • She’s 
been playing around on her husband. — often + with • She’s 
been playing around with one of her coworkers. 2 : to deal 
with or treat something in a careless way ■ When it comes to 
protecting his family, he doesn’t play around. [=fool around , 
mess around] — often + with ■ You can’t play around with di¬ 
abetes; it’s a very serious disease. 3 : to use or do something 
in a way that is not very serious ■ It’s time to stop playing 
around [=fooling around] and get busy. — often + on ■ I spent 
the evening playing around on the piano/computer/Intemet. 

— often + with ■ I’m not really a painter; I just like to play 
around with paints. 4 play around with (something) : to 
move or change (something) or to think about (something) 
in different ways often in order to find out what would work 
best ■ I see you’ve been playing around with the living room 
furniture again. ■ The supervisor played around with our 
work schedules this week. ■ We played around with the idea 
for a while but eventually realized that it just wouldn’t work. 

— see also ‘play 9 (above) 

p/ay at [phrasal verb] play at (something) 1 : to do (some¬ 
thing) in a way that is not serious ■ They were only playing 
at trying to fix the problem. 2 chiefly Brit: to play by pre¬ 
tending to be (someone or something) • (Brit) She liked to 
play at doctors and nurses as a child. — often used in the 
phrase play at being (something) ■ boys playing at being 
soldiers 3 Brit — used to say in an annoyed way that you 
do not know the reason for someone’s behavior ■ What is 
he playing at? ■ I have no idea what he was playing at. 
play back [phrasal verb] play back (something) or play 
(something) back : to cause (recorded sounds or pictures) 
to be heard or seen ■ The machine allows you to record 
and play back sounds. ■ We finished recording our first 
take and played it back to hear how it sounded. "He played 
the tape back to/for us. — see also playback 
play ball see ‘ball 

play down [phrasal verb] play down (something) or play 
(something) down : to make (something) seem smaller or 
less important ■ She played down [= downplayed] her role in 
the research. ■ It was a significant mistake though our CEO 
tried to play it down. 

play fast and loose : to behave in a clever and dishonest 
way — usually + with • He was accused of playing fast and 
loose with the truth. [=of being dishonest] ■ reporters play¬ 
ing fast and loose with the facts 
play for laughs or play (something) for laughs : to act in 
a funny way that makes people laugh ■ She’s fantastic in se¬ 
rious roles, but she also knows how to play for laughs. ■ 
Most performers would have taken a serious tone during 
the scene, but he decided to play it for laughs, 
play for time : to try to make something happen later in¬ 
stead of sooner : to try to delay something ■ They’re just 
playing for time, hoping that the situation will resolve itself, 
p/ay games see ‘game 

p/ay God usually disapproving : to make decisions that have 
a very powerful and important effect on other people’s 
lives ■ lawyers who ploy God with people’s lives 
p/ay hard to get : to pretend that you are not interested in 
having a romantic or sexual relationship with someone in 
order to make that person more attracted to you ■ She’s 
been playing hard to get, but I can tell that she likes me. 
p/ay into [phrasal verb] play into (something) : to help sup¬ 
port (something, such as an idea) ■ This new evidence plays 
into their theory quite nicely. ■ Her methods play into the 
stereotype that lawyers are dishonest, 
p/ay into someone’s hands or play into the hands of 
someone : to do something that you do not realize will 
hurt you and help someone else ■ You’re only playing into 
their hands by making such ridiculous accusations, 
p/ay off [phrasal verb] 1 chiefly Brit : to participate in a 
game that decides a winner from people or teams that had 
the same results in an earlier game : to play in a play-off ■ 
The two teams played off for third place. — see also play¬ 
off 2 p/ay off (someone or something) US : to react to 
(someone or something) in a pleasing way : to combine 
with (someone or something) in a way that makes each 
part better ■ In this scene, the two actors play off each oth¬ 
er extremely well. ■ The sweetness of the wine plays off the 
sharp flavor of the cheese. 3 p/ay (someone or some¬ 
thing) off against (someone or something) : to cause two 
people or groups to fight or compete with each other in a 
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way that helps you ■ They have been playing him off 
against his old enemies. [=causing him to fight with his old 
enemies] ■ He played one side off against the other, 
p/ay on also play upon \phrasal verb\ play on/upon (some¬ 
thing) : to make people do what you want by using (their 
emotions, fears, concerns, etc.) in an unfair way ■ The 
company plays on [-takes advantage of\ the concerns of 
parents in order to sell their products. ■ Politicians often 
win votes by playing on [^exploiting ] people’s emotions. 
play out [phrasal verb ] 1 a : to happen or occur in usually 
a gradual way ■ Let’s wait and see how things play out. 
[=take place, develop ] ■ The consequences of the error will 
play out for several years to come. ■ Their personal tragedy 
was being played out in public, b p/ay out (something) or 
play (something) out : to make (something) happen • She 
got to play out [=realize\ her fantasy of being on TV. ■ We 
watch professional athletes play out [-act out, live out ] our 
dreams on the field. ■ This scene plays itself out [=happens] 
daily in every large city in this country. 2 p/ay out (some¬ 
thing) or play (something) out : to finish (something) ■ Her 
coach let her play out the rest of the season but said she 
wouldn’t be allowed on the team next year. ■ We’ll stop the 
game after we play out this hand. ■ playing out dangerous 
experiments ■ That style of music had played itself out 
[=stopped being current or popular] and the record com¬ 
panies wanted something new. — see also played-out 
play the field : to have romantic or sexual relationships 
with more than one person at a time : to date more than 
one person ■ He wanted to play the field a bit before he got 
married and settled down, 
p/ay the fool see ‘fool 

p/ay to [phrasal verb] 1 play to (someone or something) : to 
behave or perform in a particular way for (someone or 
something) in order to get approval or attention "He didn’t 
mean what he was saying. He was just playing to the 
crowd. ■ He loves publicity and plays to the cameras every 
chance he gets. 2 play to (something) : to make use of 
(something) • a film that plays to stereotypes of housewives 
■ In his latest album, he once again plays to his strengths as 
a classical musician, 
p/ay to the gallery see gallery 

play up [phrasal verb] 1 play up (something) or play (some¬ 
thing) up a : to talk about or treat (something) in a way 
that gives it special importance : to emphasize or stress 
(something) ■ During the interview, try to play down your 
weaknesses and play up your strengths, b : to make 
(something) seem bigger or more important ■ It was only a 
small achievement though our CEO tried to play it up. 2 
play up or play (someone) up Brit : to cause problems or 
pain ■ The children have been playing up [-misbehaving, 
acting up] again. ■ The camera started playing up [-acting 
up] after I dropped it. ■ Whenever it rains, my arthritis 
starts playing up. [=acting up] ■ My back has been playing 
me up again. 

p/ay with [phrasal verb] play with (something) 1 : to move 
or handle (something) with your hands or fingers often 
without thinking ■ She played with her hair while she 
talked on the phone. ■ Stop playing with your food and eat. 
2 : to handle, change, or deal with (something) in a care¬ 
less way ■ I played [-fiddled, messed] with the radio for a 
while but couldn’t get it to work. ■ It’s important to teach 
your children not to play with guns/fire/matches. • Don’t 
play with [=play around with] my heart/emotions. ■ You 
have to take this seriously. You’re playing with people’s 
lives! ■ They’re playing with other people’s money. 3 : to 
think about (something) briefly and not very seriously ■ 
Management has been playing with [-toying with] the idea 
of moving to a different building. ■ I played with the idea of 
moving to Chicago but ended up staying in New York, 
p/ay with fire : to do something that is risky or dangerous ■ 
People who use drugs are playing with fire, 
play with words/language : to use words that sound simi¬ 
lar or that have several different meanings especially in a 
clever or funny way ■ a writer who enjoys playing with 
words 

play with yourself: to touch your own sex organs for sexu¬ 
al pleasure : masturbate 
2 plav noun, pi plays 

1 [count] : a piece of writing that tells a story through the ac¬ 
tions and words of characters and that is performed on a 
stage ■ The play is based on a real-life event. ■ He wrote, di¬ 
rected, and starred in the play. • plays by Shakespeare ■ His 
fifth grade class is putting on a play about the first Thanks¬ 


giving. ■ I’ve gone to all of my daughter’s school plays. ■ 
She’s currently adapting a stage play [=a play that is written 
to be performed on a stage] for the big screen. — see also 
MYSTERY PLAY, PASSION PLAY, SCREENPLAY 

2 [noncount]: activities that are done especially by children 
for fun or enjoyment ■ The book discusses the role of play in 
a child's development. ■ imaginative play ■ As the saying 
goes, “All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy.” ■ a safe 
play area ■ the sounds of children at play [=the sounds of 
children playing] — see also child’s play 

3 a [noncount] : the action that happens during a game ■ 
Please, no talking during play. ■ Rain held up play for an 
hour. ■ The chess match finally ended after three hours of 
play. ■ The two golfers were tied at the start of play yester¬ 
day. ■ We were surprised with/by the other team’s level/qual¬ 
ity of play, b : the time when a person playing a game is 
supposed to do something [count] It’s your play. [=(more 
commonly) turn] [noncount] Roll the dice to determine the 
order of play. [=to decide who plays first, second, etc.] 

4 [count] US : a particular action or set of actions that hap¬ 
pens during a game: such as a American football : a planned 
attempt to move the ball forward or to stop an opponent 
from moving the ball forward ■ The quarterback called out 
the play to his teammates. ■ He ran 50 yards on that last play. 
• running/passing plays • a defensive/offensive play b base¬ 
ball : an action that is done to try to get a player out ■ He was 
called safe on a close play at first base. — often used with 
make ■ The shortstop made a great play to end the inning. ■ 
She had a chance to catch the ball, but she failed to make the 
play. — see also double play, triple play c : the act of 
moving a piece in a game like chess or checkers ■ the first/ 
opening play [=move] of the game 

5 [noncount] : the state of being active or having an effect ■ 
the play of market forces ■ She promotes the free play of 
ideas in her classroom. ■ Several issues are at play [=are in¬ 
volved] in determining the price of gasoline. ■ The students’ 
creativity was brought/called/put into play on this last assign¬ 
ment. [=the students had to use their creativity] ■ Two impor¬ 
tant factors come into play. [=are involved] 

6 [noncount] a : time when a musical recording is played by 
a radio station : airplay ■ The song has been getting heavy 
radio play. [=radio stations have been playing the song fre¬ 
quently] b US : attention in newspapers, on television, etc. ■ 
The story has so far received little play in the press. [=has not 
gotten much attention in the press] 

7 [count] : a humorous or clever way of using a word or 
phrase so that more than one meaning is suggested — + on • 
The title of the article makes a play on the prime minister’s 
last name. ■ a play on the word’s original meaning ■ a clever 
p/ay on words [=puri] — see also wordplay 

8 [noncount] a : a function of a machine that causes re¬ 
corded sounds or pictures to be heard or seen ■ Press "Play” 
to start the movie, b : time when a machine is being used to 
hear or see recorded sounds or pictures ■ The CD player’s 
batteries only provided three to four hours of play. 

9 [singular] : the irregular or lively movement of something ■ 
Look at the dazzling play of colors in this diamond. ■ a play of 
shadow and light 

10 [noncount] : loose and free movement of something (such 
as part of a machine) ■ There’s too much play in the car’s 
steering wheel. 

in/into play of a ball : in or into the area where players must 
stay in sports ■ She tried to keep the ball in play, but it 
bounced out of bounds. ■ He put the ball back into play, 
make a play for : to try to get (someone or something) ■ He 
made a play for her. [=he tried to start a romantic or sexual 
relationship with her] ■ She made a play for the job, but she 
didn’t get it. 

out of play of a ball : outside the area where players must 
stay in sports ■ The ball is out of play [=dead] if it crosses 
these lines. 

- see also fair play, foul play, power play 
play*able /'plejabal/ adj 

1 : capable of being played ■ The ball was out-of-bounds and 
no longer playable. • Many older computer games aren’t 
playable on the new system. ■ The violin they found in the at¬ 
tic was old but still playable. 

2 [more most —] : suitable for being played on ■ The field 
was muddy but playable. ■ Changes have been made to make 
the golf course more playable. 

play-act-ing /’ple^cektu)/ noun [noncount] : behavior that 
is not honest or sincere ■ The company was losing money, 
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but all of the playacting had people believing that it was do¬ 
ing well. 

play—action pass noun, pi ~ passes [count] American 
football : a play in which the quarterback pretends to hand 
the ball to a runner before passing it to another player 
play-back /'plei,b£ek/ noun, pi -backs 

1 [noncount] : the act of causing recorded sounds or pictures 
to be heard or seen again ■ devices used for the playback of 
audio/video recordings = playback devices 

2 [count] : a recording that is heard or seen again : a record¬ 
ing that is played back ■ The band listened to a playback of 
their first recording. — see also playback at 1 PLAY 

play-biII /'plei.bil/ noun, pi -bills [count] : a poster or piece 
of paper that advertises a play 

play-book /'plei,buk/ noun, pi -books [count] American 
football : a book that contains descriptions of the different 
offensive and defensive plays that are used by a team ■ He 
studied the new plays in the team’s playbook. — often used 
figuratively in U.S. English • They began to fight the war us¬ 
ing the enemy’s playbook. ■ The competition beat us using a 
play straight from our own playbook. 
play-boy /'plei,boi/ noun, pi -boys [count] : a man who 
spends most of his time doing things that give him pleasure • 
She was dating a rich American playboy who was seeing two 
other women at the same time, 
play—by—play /'plei,bai,plei/ noun, pi -plays US : a de¬ 
scription of a game that is given while the game is being 
played [count] I listened to a play-by-play of the game. 
[noncount] a broadcaster who does play-by-play 
— play—by—play adj, always used before a noun ■ a play-by- 
play announcer/commentator/account — sometimes used 
figuratively • He gave the jury a play-by-play analysis of the 
videotape. 

play-date /'plei,deit/ noun, pi -dates [count] chiefly US : a 
time that parents arrange for their young children to play to¬ 
gether ■ She has a playdate with a friend from kindergarten. 
played—OUt adj [more most ~]: no longer current, pop¬ 
ular, or effective ■ played-out ideas — see also play out at 
‘play 

plav»er /'plej>/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who plays a sport or game • She’s one of the 
team’s best players. • a star baseball player ■ professional 
poker players — see also team player 

2 : a person who performs music usually on a particular in¬ 
strument ■ The band’s lead guitar player hurt his hand and 
couldn’t play. • Piano players are called pianists. 

3 : a machine that causes recorded sounds or pictures to be 
heard or seen ■ a recoid/DVD/CD player 

4 : a person who participates in a usually competitive field 
or activity ■ She is a key/major/top player in genetics re¬ 
search. ■ one of the industry’s inside players 

5 old-fashioned : an actor or actress • a traveling band of 


players ■ Even the movie’s bit players [^people who perform 
very small roles] are excellent. 

6 US slang : a person and especially a man who has sexual 
relationships with more than one person at the same time ■ 
That guy’s a player. 

player piano noun, pi ~ -nos [count] : a piano that is 
played by a machine inside the piano 
play-ful /'pleifsl/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : happy and full of energy : eager to play ■ She’s an old 
dog, but she’s still very playfyl. - playful kittens 

2 : showing that you are having fun and not being serious • 
He had a playful expression on his face. ■ a playful tone of 
voice • You’re certainly in a playful mood! • She gave him a 
light playful slap on the knee. 

- play-ful-ly adv - play-ful-ness noun [noncount] 
play-girl /'ple^ga-l/ noun, pi -girls [count] : a woman who 
spends most of her time doing things that give her pleasure • 
He’s dating a rich, beautiful playgirl. 
play-go-er /'plei.gowa-/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person 
who often goes to plays or who is at a particular play : the¬ 
atergoer 

play-ground /'plei,graund/ noun, pi -grounds [count] 

1 : an outdoor area where children can play that usually in¬ 
cludes special equipment (such as swings and slides) 

2 : a place where people go to do enjoyable things • The is¬ 
land was a playground of the rich and famous until the 
1950s. • These mountains are a playground for hikers, skiers, 
and nature lovers. 

play-group /'plei,gru:p/ noun, pi -groups [count] 

1 US : an organized group of young children and their par¬ 
ents that meet regularly so the children can play together 

2 Brit : a school where children younger than five years old 
go to play and learn — called also ( chiefly Brit ) play school 

play-house /'plei,haus/ noun, pi -hous-es [count] 

1 : THEATER — usually used in names • the Provincetown 
Playhouse in New York City 

2 : a small house for children to play in — called also (Brit) 
Wendy house 

playing card noun, pi ~ cards [count]: ‘card la 
playing field noun, pi ~ fields [count] : an area that is 
used for playing some sports; especially : the part of a field 
that is officially marked as the place where the action of a 
game happens — see also level playing field 
level the playing field see 3 level 
play-list /'plei,list/ noun, pi -lists [count]: a list of songs to 
be played especially by a radio station ■ Most of the city’s DJs 
have added the song to their playlists. 
play-mak-er /'ple^meika 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a skillful 
player in sports like basketball, soccer, and hockey who 
makes plays that help a team to score during games 
play-mate /'plei.meit/ noun, pi -mates [count] : a friend 
with whom a child plays • She was my playmate and best 
friend. • He wasn’t allowed to join his playmates outside. 


playground 
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play—Off /'plei,a:f/ noun, pi -off S [count] 

1 C/5: a series of games that is played after the end of the 
regular season in order to decide which player or team is the 
champion — usually plural ■ The teams will once again face 
each other in the play-offs. 

2 : a game or series of games that is played to decide the win¬ 
ner when people or teams are tied ■ We tied the first day, but 
I beat her the next day in a play-off. ■ an 18-hole play-off 
— see also play off at 'play 

play-pen / l plei,pen/ noun, pi -pens [count] : a structure 
with high sides that provides an enclosed area in which a 
baby or young child can play — called also (US) play yard 
play-room /'plei,ru:m/ noun, pi -rooms [count] : a room 
for children to play in ■ Their basement has a playroom. 
play school noun, pi ~ schools [count] chiefly Brit 
: playgroup 2 

play Structure noun, pi ~ -tures [count] US : a structure 
that is designed for children to climb on for fun and that of¬ 
ten includes a slide — called also (Brit) climbing frame ; see 
picture at playground 
play-thing /'pier,Gig/ noun, pi -things [count] 

1 : a toy • a child’s plaything ■ VCRs were once the expensive, 
high-tech playthings of the rich. 

2 : a person or thing that you treat in a careless way and use 
for your own amusement or advantage • We mustn’t let the 
environment become the plaything of oil companies. ■ The 
emperor used people as his playthings. 

play-time /'plei,taim/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a time to play and have fun ■ She has a little playtime in 
the morning before she goes to school. ■ This isn’t playtime ; 
get to work! 

2 Brit : recess ■ The children have playtime after lunch, 
play-wright /'plei,rait/ noun, pi -wrights [count] : a person 

who writes plays : dramatist 

play-writ-ing also US play-wright-ing /’plei.raitig/ noun 
[noncount] : the activity of writing plays ■ He gave classes in 
playwriting and poetry. ■ a playwriting course 
play yard noun, pi ~ yards [count] US: playpen 
pla-za /'plaiza/ noun, pi -zas [count] 

1 : an open public area that is usually near city buildings and 
that often has trees and bushes and places to sit, walk, and 
shop ■ They put his statue in the town’s plaza. 

2 chiefly US : shopping center 

3 US a : an area on or next to a highway having restau¬ 
rants, gas stations, restrooms, etc. - a rest/information/ser¬ 
vice plaza b : a place where you stop to pay money before 
going onto a highway — called also toll plaza 

plea /'pli:/ noun, pi pleas [count] 

1 : a serious and emotional request for something ■ We are 
making a plea to all companies to stop polluting the environ¬ 
ment. — often + for ■ No one heard his pleas for help. ■ the 
prisoner’s passionate/desperate/fervent plea for mercy 

2 law a : a statement in which a person who has been ac¬ 
cused of a crime says in court that he or she is guilty or not 
guilty of the crime ■ The defendant entered a plea of not 
guilty. ■ a guilty plea b : a statement in which a person says 
that he or she is guilty of a particular crime : a plea of guilty 
■ She and her lawyers accepted a lesser plea [=they said that 
she was guilty of a less serious crime] of manslaughter. C : a 
reason or excuse for committing a crime ■ He murdered his 
wife and got off on an insanity plea. [=the court said that he 


was not guilty because he was insane] 
cop a plea see 2 cop 

plea bargaining noun [noncount] : a process in which a 
person who is accused of a crime is allowed to say that he or 
she is guilty of a less serious crime in order to be given a less 
severe punishment ■ As a result of plea bargaining, he would 
not be sentenced to death. 

— plea bargain noun, pi — gains [count] ■ She could con¬ 
fess and be granted a plea bargain. ■ He refused to accept a 
plea bargain. - plea-bargain verb -gains; -gained; 
-gaining [no obj\ ■ He plea-bargained to avoid spending 
time in jail. 

plead /'pli:d/ verb pleads; plead-ed /'pliidsd/ or pied 
/'pled/; plead-ing 

1 [no obj] : to ask for something in a serious and emotional 
way ■ He begged and pleaded , but she would not change her 
mind. — often + for ■ She pleaded [-begged] for forgiveness 
and got her job back. ■ pleading for help/mercy — often + 
with ■ He pleaded with the judge not to send him to jail. 

2 [+ obj] : to try to prove (a case) in a court of law ■ She 
couldn’t afford a lawyer to plead her case. 

3 [no obj] : to say in court that you are either guilty or not 
guilty of a crime : to make a plea ■ “How do you pleadT 
asked the judge. ■ “We plead guilty. Your Honor.” ■ He pled 
not guilty by reason of insanity. [=he said in court that he 
was not responsible for the crime because he was insane] ■ 
He agreed to plead to a lesser charge of manslaughter. 

4 [+ obj] : to give (something) as a reason or excuse for some¬ 
thing ■ He pleaded that he didn’t have enough money to pay 
his bill. ■ On that particular issue, I will have to plead igno¬ 
rance. [=to say that I do not know anything about it] 

5 : to argue in support of (a cause) [+ obj] They went to 
plead their cause to the governor, [no obj] We will plead on 
your behalf. 

plead the Fifth see 1 fifth 
pleading noun, pi -ings 

1 : the act of asking for something in a serious and emotion¬ 
al way [noncount] I’m tired of their begging and pleading, 
[count] Despite our pleadings to be allowed to leave, they 
kept us there for several more hours. 

2 [count] law : one of the formal, usually written statements 
made by the two sides of a legal case in a court of law 

plead-ing-ly /'pliidrgli/ adv [more most ~] : in a way 
that shows that someone wants something very much • He 
looked up at me pleadingly. 

pleas-ant /'plczpt/ adj pleas-ant-er; -est [or more 
most ~J 

1 : causing a feeling of happiness or pleasure ■ the pleasant 
smell of cookies baking in the oven ■ We had a pleasant con¬ 
versation. ■ Our evening together was pleasant but not very 
exciting. ■ Have a pleasant day/aftemoon/evening. ■ I didn’t 
know you were coming. What a pleasant surprise*. 

2 : friendly and likable ■ Their new teacher seems pleasant 
enough. ■ a very pleasant young man 

— pleas-ant-ly adv ■ She smiled at him pleasantly. ■ We were 
pleasantly surprised to see her there. - pleas-ant-ness 
noun [noncount] 

pleas-ant-ry /'plezgtri/ noun, pi -ries [count] formal 
: something (such as a greeting) that people say in order to 
be polite — usually plural ■ After exchanging pleasantries, 
she brought me into her office to discuss the project. 

1 please /'pli:z/ adv 

la — used to ask for something in a polite way ■ Please 
come in. ■ Please bring your books with you to every class. ■ 
Pass the salt, please. = Would you please pass the salt. ■ I’ll 
have a glass of red win e, please. ■ Please don’t leave the door 
open. ■ Next, please ! = Will the next person please come for¬ 
ward? b — used to show that a request is serious or impor¬ 
tant ■ Please , God, help us. ■ I beg you. Please, don’t leave me 
here alone. ■ Will everyone please be quiet and listen? 

2 — used as a polite way of saying yes ■ “Would you like 
some tea?” “ Please .’’ ■ “How about a piece of cake?” “Yes, 
please .” 

3 informal — used to show that you do not agree with or be¬ 
lieve something that was said ■ Oh, please. You can’t be seri¬ 
ous! That makes no sense! 

2 please verb pleas-es; pleased; pleas-ing 

I Y to make (someone) happy or satisfied [+ obj] He joined 
the football team to please his father. ■ She enjoys pleasing 
others. ■ Her parents were pleased by her decision. ■ It pleases 
me to know that you liked the gift. ■ They’re very hard/easy 
to please. ■ You can’t please everyone, [no obj] — used in the 
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phrase to please ■ She’s always been eager to please. ■ restau¬ 
rants that aim to please ■ All of their desserts are sure to 
please. [=everyone will like them] — opposite DISPLEASE 
2 [no obj] : to make a choice about what to do, have, etc. ■ 
Since he no longer lives with his parents, he’s able to come 
and go as he pleases. [=to come and go whenever he wants 
to] ■ There’s no hurry. Stay as long as you please. [=as long as 
you want to stay] ■ I can do whatever I please. [=like] ■ You 
can do as you please. [=you can do whatever you want/ 
choose to do] 

as you please Brit, informal — used to make a statement 
more forceful especially when describing behavior that is 
surprising ■ She walked right in, bold as you please. [=in a 
very bold way] 

if you please old-fashioned + formal 1 — used to make a 
polite request ■ Follow me, if you please , and I’ll show you 
to the garden. 2 — used to express your surprise or an¬ 
noyance about something • He insulted her, and then, if 
you please [=if you would believe it], asked for her help. 
please yourself — used to say that you can do what you 
want to do ■ “I'm going to skip the party tonight.’’ “OK, 
please yourself[=suit yourself] 

pleased adj [more most ~]: happy or satisfied ■ We’re all 
pleased that you came. ■ My father was none too pleased 
[=not pleased at all; very angry or unhappy] when he found 
out that my brother had wrecked the car. — often + with • 
I’m pleased with the grade I got in the class. ■ You look rather 
pleased with yourself. — often followed by to + verb ■ We are 
pleased to announce that the school has hired a new teacher. 

■ You’ll be pleased to learn that you’re getting a raise. ■ “This 
is my friend, Jane.” “(I’m) Pleased to meet you." 

(as) pleased as punch informal : very happy or satisfied ■ 
We were pleased as punch that he decided to visit. 

pleas-ing adj [more most ~] : good in a way that gives 
pleasure or enjoyment : attractive or appealing ■ the pleasing 
[-pleasant] smell of freshly baked bread ■ pleasing sounds/ 
sights ■ He wanted his kitchen to be both functional and aes¬ 
thetically pleasing. 

— pleas-ing-ly adv ■ The meal was pleasingly simple. 

plea-SUr-able/'plcsarabal/at# [more most ~] somewhat 

formal : causing a feeling of pleasure or enjoyment • She has 
pleasurable [=pleasant\ memories of her childhood. ■ a plea¬ 
surable activity/experience 

— plea-sur-ably /'plcsarabli/ adv ■ walking pleasurably 
along the beach 

pleasure /'piesay noun, pi -sures 

1 \noncount\ a : a feeling of happiness, enjoyment, or satis¬ 
faction : a pleasant or pleasing feeling ■ I paint for the sheer/ 
pure pleasure of it. ■ intense physical/sexual pleasure ■ He 
smiled with pleasure. ■ She gets pleasure from helping others. 
[=she enjoys helping others] ■ She takes pleasure in [^enjoys] 
her work. ■ His grandparents took great/special pleasure in 
seeing him graduate from college, b : activity that is done 
for enjoyment ■ Is this trip for business or pleasure ? 

2 [count] : something or someone that causes a feeling of 
happiness, enjoyment, or satisfaction ■ It’s been a pleasure 
working with you. = You were a pleasure to work with. [=1 
enjoyed working with you] - It would be my pleasure to help. 
[=1 would be glad to help] ■ It is a special pleasure for me to 
be here with you today. ■ Now I can enjoy the simple plea¬ 
sures of life, like spending time with my family. ■ “Thanks 
for your help.” “(It was) My pleasure .” [=1 was happy to help] 

■ Dark chocolate is a guilty pleasure of mine. [=something 
that I enjoy even though it causes guilty feelings] 

at someone’s pleasure or at the pleasure of someone — 
used to say that something is done or can be done because 
someone wants it to be done ■ The building can be convert¬ 
ed to condominiums at the owner’s pleasure. ■ I serve at the 
pleasure of the president, and I will continue to serve as 
long as the president wants me to. 
what’s your pleasure? informal — used to ask what drink 
someone would like to be served 
with pleasure — used to say that you are happy to do some¬ 
thing for someone ■ “Would you deliver a message for 
me?” “Yes, with pleasure." 

pleat /'pli:t/ noun, pi pleats [count] : a fold in cloth that is 
made by folding the material onto itself ■ Her skirt has pleats 
at the waist. — see color picture on page C16 

— pleat-ed /'pliitad/ ad) • a pleated skirt [=a skirt that has 
pleats] 

pleb /'piety noun, pi plebs [count] chiefly Brit, informal + 
disapproving : an ordinary person who has low social status 


— usually plural • They think they’re too important to waste 
time on plebs like us. 

plebe /'pli:ty noun, pi plebes [count] US, informal : a stu¬ 
dent in the first year at a military or naval school 
ple-be-ian /pli'bi.jan/ noun, pi -ians [count] 

1 : a member of the common people of ancient Rome 

2 : a common person 

— plebeian adj ■ plebeian laws ■ He doesn’t think the novel 
will appeal to their plebeian tastes. 

pleb-i-scite /'pleba.sait/ noun, pi -scites : a vote by which 
the people of a country or region express their opinion for or 
against an important proposal [count] They are going to 
hold a plebiscite on the question of national independence. 
[noncount] The issue will be decided by plebiscite. 
plec-trum /'plektram/ noun, pi plec-trums or plec*tra 
/'plcktrty [count] chiefly Brit : 3 pick 2 
1 pledge /'plecfe/ noun, pi pledgees [count] 

1 : a serious promise or agreement ■ He has promised to ful¬ 
fill/honor/keep a campaign pledge to cut taxes. ■ She refused 
to take a pledge of silence. [=she said she wouldn’t promise to 
stay silent] 

2 : a promise to give money ■ To make a pledge or donation, 
please call the charity’s office. ■ The company has made a 
pledge of over $3,000. 

3 : something that you leave with another person as a way to 
show that you will keep your promise ■ He left his car as a 
pledge that he would return with the money. 

4 US : a person who has promised to join a college fraternity 
or sorority but who has not been officially accepted into the 
group ■ Our sorority usually accepts 10 pledges each year. 
the Pledge of Allegiance US : a formal promise of loyalty 

to the United States that groups of people say together • 
The children recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

2 pledge verb pledges; pledged; pledging 

1 [+ obj] : to formally promise to give or do (something) ■ 
Her family pledged $100,000 toward the construction of a 
new school. ■ He called to pledge money to the charity. ■ 
We’ve all pledged (our) loyalty/support/allegiance to the or¬ 
ganization. ■ Every morning, we pledge allegiance to the flag. 

■ teenagers who have pledged not to start smoking ■ During 
his campaign, he pledged that he would not raise taxes. 

2 [+ obj] : to cause (someone) to formally promise something 

■ She pledged herself to silence. [=she promised that she 
would not say anything] ■ The chefs are pledged to keep the 
restaurant’s special recipe a secret. 

3 [+ obj] : to give (something) as a way to show that you will 
keep your promise to someone ■ He pledged his paintings as 
collateral/security for a loan. 

4 US : to promise to join (a college fraternity or sorority) [+ 
obj] She pledged the sorority as a freshman, [no obj] A few of 
his friends pledged to/with fraternities. 

ple-na-ry /'plknari /adj, always used before a noun, formal 

1 : attended by all the people who have the right to attend ■ 
A plenary meeting of the 500 members was held last sum¬ 
mer. ■ plenary sessions of the legislature 

2 : complete in every way ■ the plenary [-absolute] power of 
the federal government 

pleni-po-ten*tia-ry ^plenapa'tenfari/ noun, pi -ries 
[count] technical : a person (such as a diplomat) who has 
complete power to do business for a government 

— plenipotentiary adj ■ plenipotentiary powers 
plen*i-tude /'plena^uid, Brit 'plena.tjuid/ noun, formal 

1 [singular] : a large number or amount of something ■ She 
has gathered a plenitude of information on the topic. ■ a plen¬ 
itude of choices 

2 [noncount] : the state of being full or complete ■ a life of 
happiness and plenitude [=a life in which there is plenty of 
food, money, etc.] 

plen*te-OUS /'plentijas/ adj [more most —] formal + liter¬ 
ary ; existing in large amounts : plentiful or abundant • a 
plenteous [=copious] harvest 
plen-ti-ful /’plentifal/ adj [more most — ] 

1 : present in large amounts • When I was a teenager, jobs 
were plentiful [=there were plenty of jobs] and the economy 
was strong. • Gasoline won’t always be cheap and plentiful. • 
Space is plentiful enough for several homes. ■ plentiful 
amounts of rain ■ Natural gas is a plentiful resource. ■ Doc¬ 
tors and nurses are now in plentiful supply. = There is now a 
plentiful supply of doctors and nurses. 

2 : containing or giving large amounts of something ■ These 
vegetables are a plentiful source of vitamins. ■ plentiful 
[^fruitful] land 




1239 


plenty • plot 


— plen-ti-ful-ly adv ■ fruit growing plentifully on the trees 

synonyms plentiful, abundant, and ample mean 
more than enough but not too much, plentiful suggests 
a large or rich supply of something. ■ We moved to the city 
where jobs are more plentiful. ■ a plentiful supply of fruits 
and vegetables ■ Oranges are plentiful this summer, abun¬ 
dant suggests a very large supply that is far greater than 
what is necessary. ■ an abundant crop of corn ■ The fish are 
becoming increasingly abundant, ample suggests an 
amount that may not be very large but that is more than 
enough in a specific situation. ■ The deer had ample food 
to last the winter. • There is ample evidence to prove that 
he is guilty of the crime. _ 

1 plen»ty /'plenti/ pronoun [noncount ] : a large number or 
amount of something : a number or amount of something 
that is enough for a particular purpose ■ “Would you like 
more pie?” “No, thanks. I’ve had plenty." • There’s plenty 
f =enough] for everyone. — often + of • He has plenty of room 
to work. • There will be plenty of time to relax later. ■ Re¬ 
member to drink plenty of water before and after you exer¬ 
cise. ■ He’ll be in plenty of trouble when he gets home. — of¬ 
ten followed by to + verb • There’s plenty to see and do in the 
city. ■ Your family has plenty to be thankful for. ■ We always 
have plenty to talk about. 

2 plenty noun [noncount] formal : the state of having enough 
of the things that make life good and easy ■ They thought of 
America as the land of plenty. ■ Businesses tend to give more 
to charity in times of plenty. [=when they have more money] 
■ a season of plenty 

in plenty — used to say that something is present or exists in 
large amounts ■ She has the qualities of patience and cour¬ 
age in plenty. [=she has plenty of patience and courage] 
3 plenty adv, informal : to a great degree : more than enough ■ 
We’re plenty [=very] busy with the work we have already. ■ 
It’s plenty cold outside. ■ There’s plenty more where that 
came from. ■ The car is plenty large enough to fit six people. 
pleth'0*ra /'pleOaro/ noun [singular] formal : a very large 
amount or number : an amount that is much greater than 
what is necessary ■ A plethora of books have been written on 
the subject. ■ a plethora of information 
pleU-ri'Sy /‘plarasi/ noun [noncount\ medical: a serious and 
painful disease of the lungs 

Plex-i-glas /'pleksi.glges/ trademark — used for sheets of 
strong, clear plastic 

plex-US /'pleksas/ noun see solar plexus 
pli-able /'plajabal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : able to bend, fold, or twist easily : flexible ■ Because 
the leather is pliable , it’s easy to work with. 

2 : too easily influenced or controlled by other people ■ She 
sometimes takes advantage of her pliable parents. ■ His prin¬ 
ciples are pliable. 

— pii-abi I-i -ty /jplaja'bilati/ noun [ noncount ] ■ the pliability 
of the leather 

pli«ant /'plajant/ adj [more most ~] 

1 a : able to bend without breaking : flexible ■ a pliant 
[=(more commonly) pliable] material b : able to move free¬ 
ly * the dancer’s pliant body 

2 : too easily influenced or controlled by other people ■ a pli¬ 
ant Congress that will do whatever the President wants ■ a 
pliant wife/husband 

— pli-an-cy /'plajansi/ noun [noncount] 

pli-ers /'plaj^z/ noun [plural] : a tool that is used for holding 
small objects or for bending and cutting wire ■ No toolbox is 
complete without (a pair of) pliers. — see picture at car¬ 
pentry 

1 plight /'plait/ noun, pi plights [count] : a very bad or diffi¬ 
cult situation — usually singular ■ The recent cut in funding 
will only contribute to the hospital's financial plight. ■ the 
plight of the unemployed/homeless 
2 plight verb plights; plight-ed; plight-ing 

plight your troth old-fashioned : to promise to marry some¬ 
one ■ the garden where the lovers plighted their troth 
plim-SOll /'plimsal/ noun, pi -soils [count] Brit : a light 
sports shoe that is made of strong cloth and has a rubber bot¬ 
tom 

plinth /'plinO/ noun, pi plinths [count] : a block of stone or 
wood that is used as the base for a pillar, statue, etc. 
plod /'pla.d/ verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition 

plods; plod-ded; plod-ding 

1 : to walk slowly and usually heavily : TRUDGE [no obj] 
We plodded through mud that came up past our ankles. ■ I 


could hear my roommate plodding up the steps to our apart¬ 
ment. 1+ obj] We plodded our way across the muddy field. 

2 [+ obj] : to progress or develop slowly ■ He plodded 
through his work. ■ The day was plodding along. 

— plod noun [singular] ■ The pace had slowed to a plod. 
— plod-der /'plaids/ noun, pi -ders [count] ■ a steady 
plodder — plodding adj, always used before a noun • the 
movie’s plodding pace ■ The book was written in plodding 
prose. — plod-ding-ly adv • ploddingly dull prose 

1 plonk /'plairjk/ noun [noncount] chiefly Brit, informal : cheap 
wine that is not of good quality 

2 plonk verb plonks; plonked; plonk-lng [+ obj] Brit, infor¬ 
mal : to drop or place (something or someone) in a forceful 
and often careless way : plunk ■ He plonked the suitcase 
onto the bench. 

plonk down [phrasal verb] plonk down or plonk yourself 
down Brit, informal : to sit or lie down suddenly in a care¬ 
less way • He plonked down [-{chiefly US) plunked down] 
beside me. • She plonked herself down on the sofa, 
plonk-er /'plarrjka*/ noun, pi -ers [count] Brit, informal : a 
stupid person ■ He was acting like a complete/total plonker. 
’plop /'pla:p/ verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition 
plops; plopped; plop-ping informal 

1 [no obj] : to fall, drop, or move with a sound like some¬ 
thing dropping into liquid • The stone plopped into the river. 
■ An ice cube plopped noisily into the glass. 

2 [+ obj]: to drop (something) into a liquid so that it makes a 
splashing sound ■ I filled the glass with water and plopped a 
few ice cubes into it. 

3 : to sit or lie down in a heavy or careless way : to allow 
your body to drop heavily or carelessly [no obj] She plopped 
onto the couch. ■ They plopped down on the floor. [+ obj] 
He plopped himself down in the chair. 

4 [+ obj] : to drop or place (something or someone) in a 
heavy or careless way : PLUNK ■ He plopped the tray down. ■ 
The article warns parents against plopping their toddlers in 
front of the TV for hours on end. 

p/op down [phrasal verb] plop down (money) or plop (mon¬ 
ey) down US, informal : to pay or spend (money) ■ I can’t 
afford to just plop down [=plunk down] $30 for a T-shirt. 
2 plop noun, pi plops [count] : the sound made when some¬ 
thing (such as a small object) drops into liquid — usually sin¬ 
gular ■ The rock landed in the water with a plop. 
plo-sive /'plousiv/ noun, pi -sives [count] linguistics : 2 stop 
6 

1 plot /'pla:t/ noun, pi plots 

1 [count] a : an area of land that has been measured and is 
considered as a unit ■ The plots are selling for $15,000 per 
acre. ■ They just bought a 12-acre plot of land, b : a usually 
small piece of land that is used for a particular purpose ■ a 
garden plot ■ He bought a burial plot in the local cemetery. 
[=a small area of land where his body will be buried when he 
dies] 

2 : a series of events that form the story in a novel, movie, 
etc. [count] The book’s plot revolves around a woman who 
is searching for her missing sister. ■ The movie has a weak/ 
strong plot. ■ As the plot unfolds [=as the story continues; as 
things happen in the novel, movie, etc.], we learn more about 
the hero’s family, [noncount] The movie lacks plot [=nothing 
interesting happens in the movie], but it’s a fascinating char¬ 
acter study. ■ He is a master of plot [=he is very good at think¬ 
ing of interesting stories], but his characters are not realistic. 

— see also subplot 

3 [count] : a secret plan to do something that is usually illegal 
or harmful • Police uncovered a plot to assassinate the prime 
minister. ■ The prime minister was the target of an assassina¬ 
tion plot. • plots against the government ■ They hatched a plot 
[=made a plan] to steal the famous painting. 

lose the plot Brit, informal: to become confused or crazy • 
She was so nervous she thought she was going to lose the 
plot. [=lose it] 

the plot thickens -$*• When the plot thickens in a novel, mov¬ 
ie, etc., the story becomes more complicated or interest¬ 
ing. ■ 17ie plot thickens when the audience learns that the 
missing woman used to work for the FBI. The phrase is 
also used in a usually humorous way to talk about things 
that happen in real life. ■ So you’ve worked with him be¬ 
fore? Ah, the plot thickens. 

2 plot verb plots; plot-ted; plot-ting 

1 a : to plan secretly to do something usually illegal or 
harmful [+ obj] They plotted to steal the painting. ■ She spent 
her years in prison plotting her revenge. ■ He plotted his es- 
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cape. ■ They are accused of plotting the assassination of the 
prime minister. = They are accused of plotting to assassinate 
the prime minister, [no obj\ — usually + against ■ He feared 
the other prisoners were plotting against him. b [+ obj\ : to 
plan (something) ■ We’ve been plotting growth strategies for 
the company. ■ She carefully plotted her career path. 

2 [+ obj]: to mark (something, such as a location or path) on 
a map, graph, chart, etc. ■ They’ve plotted the locations 
where the trees will be planted. • Have you plotted the route 
for your trip yet? ■ Students plotted soil temperatures on a 
graph throughout the school year. — often + out ■ The inves¬ 
tigators plotted out the airplane’s route. 

3 [+ obj ]: to create a plot for (a novel, movie, etc.) — usually 
used as (be) plotted ■ Her latest book is a brilliantly plotted 
novel [=a novel with a brilliant plot] about the war. 

ploMine /'plait,lain/ noun, pi -lines [count] : the things that 
happen in a book, movie, etc. : plot ■ the movie’s main plot- 
line 

plot-ter /'plaita/ noun, pi -ters [count] 

1 : a person who secretly plans to do something illegal or 
harmful : someone who plots something ■ The police caught 
the plotters of the bank heist. 

2 : a computer program or device that creates a graph or 
chart from information 

Plough /'plau/ noun 
the Plough Brit : big dipper 

plough, plOUghshsrG Brit spelling of plow, PLOWSHARE 
plO*ver /'plAva-/ noun, pi plover or plo«vers [count] : a 
type of bird that has a short beak and that lives near the sea 
1 plow (US) or Brit plough /'plau/ noun, pi plows [count] 

1 : a piece of farm equipment that is used to dig into and 
turn over soil especially to prepare the soil for planting 

2 : snowplow 

under the plow of land : used for growing crops ■ The 
amount of local land under the plow is decreasing. 

plow 


plow (US), 
plough (Brit) 



2 plOW (US) or Brit plough verb plows; plowed; plowing 

1 [+ obj] : to dig into or break up (dirt, soil, land, etc.) with a 
plow • The soil was freshly plowed. ■ They used oxen to plow 
the field. ■ Plow the weeds back into the soil. [=use a plow to 
bury the weeds] 

2 chiefly US : to use a snowplow to remove snow from a 
road, parking lot, etc. [+ obj] My street hasn't been plowed 
yet. ■ We hired someone to plow the snow from our drive¬ 
way. [no obj] The town won’t start plowing until the storm is 
almost over. 

3 ; to move through, over, or across (something) in a force¬ 
ful and steady way [+ obj] a ship/whale plowing the ocean ■ 
They continued to plow their way through the tall grass, [no 
obj] — followed by an adverb or preposition ■ A series of 
damaging storms plowed across the state last fall. ■ We 
plowed through the crowd. 

4 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to do 



something difficult in a slow or steady way ■ She spent sever¬ 
al hours plowing through the paperwork on her desk. 
plough a furrow see ‘furrow 

plow ahead [phrasal verb] : to continue to do something 
without being stopped by problems or opposition ■ The 
city is plowing ahead with plans to demolish the building. 
plow into [phrasal verb] 1 plow into (someone or some¬ 
thing) : to crash into (someone or something) usually at a 
high speed ■ The car plowed into the guardrail. 2 plow 
(money, profits, etc.) into (something) : to invest (money, 
profits, etc.) in (something) : to put (money) into (some¬ 
thing) ■ The company plowed millions of dollars into re¬ 
search. — often + back ■ For the first 10 years, the profits 
were all plowed back into the company. 
plow on [phrasal verb] : to continue doing something that is 
slow and difficult ■ I was discouraged, but I plowed on. 
plOW*share (US) or Brit plough*share /'plaujeay' noun, 
pi -shares [count] : the part of a plow that digs into the soil 
beat/turn swords into plowshares see sword 
ploy /'ploi/ noun, pi ploys [count] : a clever trick or plan 
that is used to get someone to do something or to gain an ad¬ 
vantage over someone ■ Her story about being sick is only a 
ploy to get you to give her money. ■ a marketing ploy ^some¬ 
thing that people who are selling a product use to make peo¬ 
ple want to buy the product] 

1 pluck /'plAk/ verb plucks; plucked; pluckdng 

1 [+ obj] : to pull (something) quickly to remove it ■ My sister 
plucked a white hair from my head. ■ The hunter plucked the 
bird’s feathers. ■ plucking petals off/from a flower • pluck 
[=pick] a lemon from the tree 

2 [+ obj] : to remove some or all of the feathers or hairs from 
(something) ■ They plucked a chicken. ■ She plucks her eye¬ 
brows. [=she regularly removes some of the hairs in her eye¬ 
brows to make her eyebrows have a particular shape] 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj] a : to 
take (someone or something) away from a place or situation 
suddenly or by force ■ Firefighters plucked the child from the 
top floor of the burning building. • He’d been plucked from 
obscurity and thrust into the national spotlight. ■ a cat that 
was plucked off the city’s streets last winter b : to select or 
take (something) usually from a group, container, or place ■ 
We plucked [=chose] passages at random from the book and 
read them aloud. ■ He plucked a stone out of the river. 

4 a : to pull and release (a string on a musical instrument) 
with your fingers in order to make a sound [+ obj] pluck a 
guitar string [no obj] pluck on a guitar string b : to play (a 
guitar, banjo, etc.) by pulling and releasing the strings with 
your fingers [+ obj] She was softly plucking a banjo, [no obj] 
plucking on/at a banjo 

pluck at [phrasal verb ] pluck at (something) : to pull part of 
(something) with your fingers especially more than once ■ 
He nervously plucked at the blanket. 
pluck up (the) courage If you pluck up (the) courage to 
do something, you become brave enough to do it. ■ He fi¬ 
nally plucked up the courage to ask her out on a date. 
2 plUCk noun [noncount] old-fashioned + informal : a quality 
that makes you continue trying to do or achieve something 
that is difficult : courage and determination ■ It takes pluck 
to do what she did. ■ She showed pluck in getting up on stage, 
plucky /'pUki/ adj pluck*i*er, -est [also more most ~] 
informal : having or showing a lot of courage or determina¬ 
tion • a plucky young man 
’plug /'plAg/ noun, pi plugs [count] 

1 a ; a part at the end of an electric cord 
that has two or three metal pins that con¬ 
nect the cord to a source of electricity ■ 
the lamp’s plug • The only way to turn 
the machine off is to pull the plug, ^re¬ 
move the plug from the outlet] — see 
also pull the plug (below) b : a part 
at the end of a wire or cable that is used 
to connect machines or devices ■ a mi¬ 
crophone plug c chiefly Brit: outlet 4 

2 : a thing that is used to close a hole in a 
container or object ■ I put the plug 
[=stopper] in the drain and let the sink/ 
bathtub fill with water. ■ a drain plug 

3 ; a thing that is used to fill a hole or 
empty area • a wooden plug ■ We replant¬ 
ed the area with plugs of grass. [=bunches of grass plants] 
— see also earplug 



plug 
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4 : a piece of tobacco used for chewing • He put a plug of to¬ 
bacco in his mouth. 

5 : SPARK PLUG 

6 : something that is said on the radio, on television, etc., in 
order to create interest in something (such as a book, movie, 
or restaurant) — often + for ■ I heard a plug for that cafe on 
the radio. ■ He gave a plug for [stalked about] his new film 
during the interview. ■ She put in a plug for the band's new 
album on her radio program. 

pull the plug informal 1 : to turn off the machine that is 
keeping a very sick or injured person alive and allow that 
person to die ■ Only his wife can decide to pull the plug. 2 
: to allow or cause something to end by stopping the mon¬ 
ey or support that is needed for it — usually + on • At the 
end of the season, the network is pulling the plug on the 
show.»They may pull the plug on the tutoring program. 
2 plug verb plugs; plugged; plugging [+ obj\ 

1 : to fill or cover (a hole, space, etc.) with something ■ We 
were able to plug the hole with cement. ■ Leaves and dirt 
were plugging [-blocking] the storm drain. — often + up * He 
plugged up the spaces between the stones with mud. 1 The 
drain was plugged up. [= clogged , blocked] — often used figu¬ 
ratively ■ The company needs to plug the holes/gaps in its se¬ 
curity system. 

2 : to praise (something, such as a book, movie, or restau¬ 
rant) publicly in a way that makes people want to buy it, see 
it, etc.: to advertise (something) by talking about it especial¬ 
ly on the radio or television ■ One of the DJs on the local ra¬ 
dio station has been plugging the band’s new album. 

3 US, informal + old-fashionied : to shoot (someone) with a 
gun ■ He plugged him right in the chest. 

plug away [phrasal verb] informal : to continue doing some¬ 
thing even though it is difficult or boring — often + at ■ 
She kept plugging away at her homework. 
plug in [phrasal verb] plug (something) in or plug in (some¬ 
thing) 1 : to connect (something, such as a lamp or televi¬ 
sion) to an electrical source or to another device by using a 
plug ■ Don’t plug the stereo in yet. ■ He plugged in the lamp. 
■ The microphone isn’t plugged in. 2 : to put (informa¬ 
tion, such as a word or number) in something ■ The form 
has spaces where you just plug in [-insert] your name and 
address. — see also plug-in 

plug into [phrasal verb] 1 plug into (something) or plug 
(something) into (something) : to become connected or to 
cause (something) to become connected to an electrical 
source or another device ■ The heater plugs into the dash¬ 
board of your car. ■ Plug the heater into the dashboard of 
the car. ■ I’m trying to figure out how to plug the scanner 
into my computer. — sometimes used figuratively ■ The 
company has plugged into the international market. [=the 
company has become connected to the international mar¬ 
ket; the company has begun to do business in the interna¬ 
tional market] ■ His friends are plugged into the city’s mu¬ 
sic scene. [=his friends are actively involved in the city’s 
music scene] 2 plug (something) into (something) : to put 
(information, such as a word or number) into something ■ 
The computer program will take data from these sources 
and automatically plug it into the equation, 
plug and play noun [noncount] computers : a feature of a 
computer system that makes it possible for the computer to 
use a device as soon as it is connected to the computer 
— plug—and—play adj ■ plug-and-play software 
plug-hole /'plAg.houl/ noun, pi -holes [count] Brit 
: 2 drain 1 

down the plughole informal 1 — used to describe some¬ 
thing that is being wasted or lost • All my hard work went 
down the plughole, [-went down the drain] ■ You’re pouring 
your money down the plughole. [=you’re wasting your 
money] 2 — used to describe something that is getting 
much worse ■ The business is going down the plughole. 
plug— in /'pUg.in/ noun, pi -ins [count] computers : a small 
piece of software that adds a feature to a larger program or 
makes a program work better ■ a (Web) browser plug-in • 
plug-in software 
plum /'pUm/ noun, pi plums 

1 [count] : a round, juicy fruit that has red or purple skin, 
sweet yellow flesh, and a hard seed at the center * a bowl of 
peaches and plums ■ Dried plums are also called “prunes." ■ 
plum sauce ■ plum trees — see color picture on page C5 

2 [count] somewhat informal : something that many people 
want or think is very good ■ That deal is a real plum for the 
contractor. — usually used before another noun • It’s a plum 


job. ■ How did she get such a plum role in the play? 

3 [noncount] : a dark reddish-purple color — see color pic¬ 
ture on page C3 

plum-age /'pUmicfe/ noun [noncount] : the feathers that 
cover the body of a bird ■ The peacock has colorful plumage. 
1 plumb /'pUm/ adv 

1 technical : exactly straight down or up : in a perfectly ver¬ 
tical position ■ He set the board plumb. 

2 US, informal + old-fashioned : to a complete degree : com¬ 
pletely ■ I plumb forgot about the party. ■ We were plumb 
[-totally] exhausted after the game. 

3 informal : exactly, directly ■ The island is located 
plumb [=right] in the middle of the lake. 

2 plumb adj [more most ~] technical : exactly vertical 
: standing perfectly straight and not leaning in any way ■ The 
carpenter made sure that the wall was plumb. • The chimney 
is out of plumb. = The chimney is off plumb. [=not straight 
upright; leaning to one side] 

3 plumb verb plumbs; plumbed; plumb-ing [+ obj] 

1 a literary : to examine (something) in a careful and com¬ 
plete way in order to understand it ■ The book plumbs the 
complexities of human relationships. ■ a scientist who spent 
her life plumbing the minds of criminals ■ The play plumbs 
the depths of human nature, b : to experience or reach 
(something) ■ someone who has plumbed the depths of loss/ 
pain [=who has experienced a lot of loss/pain] ■ The compa¬ 
ny’s stocks plumbed new depths [=reached their lowest val¬ 
ue] this week. 

2 US a ; to install pipes for sinks, toilets, etc., in (a building 
or room) ■ The plumber is almost finished plumbing the 
apartment. ■ The new house has been wired and plumbed, b 
: to connect (something, such as a sink) to a water supply ■ 
All the bathroom fixtures have been plumbed. 

plumb in [phrasal verb] chiefly Brit plumb (something) in or 
plumb in (something) : to connect (something) to a water 
supply ■ I plumbed in the washing machine, 
plumb bob noun, pi ~ bobs [count] US 

1 : a usually small, heavy object that is used to make a string 
or rope hang straight : the heavy object that is part of a 
plumb line — called also bob 

2 : PLUMB LINE 

plumb-er /'plAnW noun, pi -ers [count] : a person whose 
job is to install or repair sinks, toilets, water pipes, etc. 
plumber’s snake noun, pi ~ snakes [count]: ‘snake 3 
plumb-ing /'plAimg/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a system of pipes that carries water through a building ■ 
The house has old plumbing. ■ The cottage has electricity but 
no indoor plumbing. [=the cottage does not have a toilet or 
sink; there are no pipes that supply clean water to the cot¬ 
tage] ■ a store that sells plumbing fixtures [=sinks, toilets, fau¬ 
cets, etc.] 

plumbing 
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2 : the work of a plumber : the job of installing and repair¬ 
ing sinks, toilets, water pipes, etc. 
plumb line noun, pi ~ lines [count] : a tool that consists of 
a small, heavy object attached to a string or rope and that is 
used especially to see if something (such as a wall) is perfect¬ 
ly vertical — called also (US) plumb bob 
plume /*plu:m/ noun, pi plumes [count] 

1 : a feather or group of feathers on a bird ■ the peacock’s 
colorful plumes 

2 : a decoration made of feathers or something similar ■ a 
hat with bright ostrich plumes 

3 : something (such as smoke, steam, or water) that rises 
into the air in a tall, thin shape "A plume [=column\ of smoke 
rose from the chimney. 

- see also nom de plume 

- plumed /'pluimd/ adj ■ The knights wore plumed helmets. 
■ a white-plumed bird 

plum-met /'pUmat/ verb -mets; -met-ed; -met-ing [no 

obj] 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to fall sudden¬ 
ly straight down especially from a very high place ■ The acro¬ 
bat plummeted into the net. ■ The car plummeted to the bot¬ 
tom of the canyon. ■ The satellite plummeted into/toward the 
ocean. 

2 : to fall or drop suddenly in amount, value, etc. : plunge 
• Stock prices plummeted 40 percent during the scandal. ■ 
The TV show has plummeted in the ratings. ■ Temperatures 
are expected to plummet this weekend. ■ The town’s popula¬ 
tion plummets when the students leave for the summer. 

plum-my /'plAmi I adj plum-mi-er; -est [also more most 
~] 

1 : like a plum in color, taste, or smell ■ the wine’s ripe, 
plummy flavors 

2 often disapproving, of a person's voice : full and formal of¬ 
ten in a way that sounds too proper and not natural ■ his 
plummy British accent 

3 informal : wanted by many people : very good and desir¬ 
able ■ a plummy job [=a good job that people want to have] 

1 plump /'pUmp/ verb plumps; plumped; plump-ing : to 
sit, fall, or lie down in a sudden, awkward, or relaxed way 
: plop [no obj] He came home and plumped [-flopped] 
down on the couch. [+ obj] She plumped her bags onto the 
bench. 

plump for [phrasal verb] plump for (someone or something) 
informal 1 US : to express support for (someone or some¬ 
thing) ■ The President plumped for the incumbent candi¬ 
date in the election. 2 Brit : to choose (someone or some¬ 
thing) after thinking carefully ■ I finally plumped for the 
blue dress. 

- compare 2 plump 

2 plump verb plumps; plumped; plumping [+ obj] : to 
shake or hit (something, such as a pillow) to make it fuller, 
softer, or rounder ■ She plumped [= fluffed) (up) her pillows 
and climbed into bed. — compare ‘plump 
3 plump adj plump-er; -est [also more most ~]: having a 
full, rounded shape • a plump , juicy peach : slightly fat ■ He 
was a plump [=chubby ] little boy. ■ His aunt pinched his 
plump cheeks. 

- plump-ness noun [noncount] 

plum pudding noun, pi ~~ -dings [count, noncount] : a 
sweet food that is made with bread crumbs, dried fruit, and 
spices and that is served warm — called also (Brit) Christmas 
pudding 

plum tomato noun, pi ~ -toes [count] : a tomato that is 
shaped like an egg 

1 plun-der /'pUnda-/ verb -ders; -dered; -der-ing : to steal 
things from (a place, such as a city or town) especially by 
force [+ obj] The village was plundered by the invading 
army. ■ Thieves had long ago plundered the tomb, [no obj] 
The soldiers continued plundering for days. 

- plun-der-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

2 plunder noun [noncount] 

1 ; the act of stealing things from a place especially by force 
: the act of plundering something ■ the plunder of the village 
■ All evidence suggested that the plunder of the tomb had 
happened long ago. 

2 : things that are stolen or taken by force especially during 
a war ■ Soldiers divided the plunder [=loot] among them¬ 
selves. 

plunge /'pUncfe/ verb plung-es, plunged; plung-ing [no 

obj] 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to fall or jump 


suddenly from a high place ■ Her car plunged off a bridge. ■ 
He plunged [=dove] into the pool. • The rocket plunged 
[-plummeted] toward the Earth. ■ The parachute failed to 
open, and the jumper plunged to her death. [=died from her 
fall] 

2 : to fall or drop suddenly in amount, value, etc. : plum¬ 
met ■ The stock market plunged yesterday. ■ The President’s 
approval rating has plunged to 20 percent. ■ The moose pop¬ 
ulation has plunged in recent years. 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to have a steep 
slope or drop downward ■ The rocky cliffs plunge into the 
swirling rapids below. ■ The road plunges down the moun¬ 
tain. 

plunge in/into [phrasal verb] 1 plunge (something) in or 
plunge ( something ) into ( something ) : to push (something) 
into (something) quickly and forcefully ■ The nurse 
grabbed his arm and plunged the needle in. ■ He plunged 
the knife into the cake. ■ I plunged the sponge into the 
bucket of water. ■ He plunged his hands into his pockets. 
2 plunge in or plunge into ( something ) : to start doing 
(something) with enthusiasm and energy • It was a big 
project, so we all just had to plunge in [=dive in] and get 
started. ■ She plunged (right) into the assignment. 3 a 
plunge into ( something ) : to suddenly begin to be in (a par¬ 
ticular and usually bad condition or situation) ■ He 
plunged into a severe depression, b plunge (someone or 
something) into (something) : to cause (someone or some¬ 
thing) to suddenly be in (a particular condition or situa¬ 
tion) ■ A series of bad management decisions had plunged 
the company into debt. ■ The author plunges his readers 
into a world of fantasy. ■ The museum was recently 
plunged into scandal when it was learned that some of its 
art had been sold on the black market. - The city was 
plunged into darkness. [=the city suddenly became dark] 
2 plunge noun,pi plunges [count] 

1 : a sudden fall or jump usually from a high place ■ Amaz¬ 
ingly, the cat survived its plunge from the building’s roof. 

2 : a sudden quick fall in amount, value, etc. ■ Market ana¬ 
lysts predicted a price plunge. • The store experienced a 
sharp plunge in sales. 

3 : the act of suddenly beginning to be in a particular condi¬ 
tion or situation — usually + into ■ his plunge into severe de¬ 
pression ■ A series of bad management decisions are respon¬ 
sible for the company’s plunge into debt. 

take the plunge informal : to do something after thinking 
about it especially for a long time ■ We’ve been thinking of 
buying a new car, and yesterday we Anally took the plunge. 
[=we bought a new car] ■ They’re talking about marriage, 
but they don’t know if they’re ready to take the plunge. 
plung-er /'plAncfea 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a tool made of a stick with a rubber cup on the end that is 
used to clear a blocked pipe in a toilet or sink — see picture 
at BATHROOM 

2 : a part that moves up and down usually inside a tube or 
cylinder (such as a syringe) to push something out 

plunk /'plApk/ verb plunks; plunked; plunk-ing informal 

1 chiefly US : to pull or hit a string or key on a musical in¬ 
strument with your fingers especially in a way that makes a 
brief, somewhat harsh sound [+ obj] You’ve been plunking 
that banjo all afternoon! ■ She plunked out a little tune on the 
piano, [no obj]plunking away on a guitar 

2 [+ obj] US : to hit (someone or something) especially with a 
ball ■ The pitcher plunked the first two batters of the game. 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj] chiefly 
US : to drop or place (something or someone) in a forceful 
and often careless way : plop ■ He plunked [=(Brit) plonked] 
the suitcase onto the bench. ■ She plunked a mug of coffee on 
the counter. — often used figuratively ■ He was plunked 
down into a job he wasn’t qualified to do. 

plunk down [phrasal verb] informal 1 plunk down (money) 
or plunk (money) down US : to pay or spend (money) ■ He 
just plunked down $25,000 for a new car. 2 plunk down or 
plunk yourself down chiefly US : to sit or lie down sudden¬ 
ly in a careless way ■ He plunked down I =(Brit) plonked 
down] beside me. ■ She plunked herself down on the sofa. 
plu«per*fect /.plui'pa-fikt/ noun [noncount]grammar : past 
PERFECT 

1 plu*ral /'plaral/a*# 

1 grammar : relating to a form of a word that refers to more 
than one person or thing ■ The word “trees” is a plural noun. 
■ The plural form of the word "child” is “children.” ■ a plural 
verb such as “are” or “were” rather than a singular verb such 
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as “is” or “was” — compare singular 
2 formal a : relating to or made up of more than one kind 
or group ■ Our country is a plural society. [=it includes peo¬ 
ple of different social classes, religions, races, etc.] b : relat¬ 
ing to or made up of more than one person or thing ■ the 
practice of plural marriage [=a marriage in which there is 
more than one husband or wife] 

2 plural noun, pi -rals [count] : a form of a word that is used to 
refer to more than one person or thing ■ English plurals usu¬ 
ally end in an “s.” — usually used with the ■ The plural of (the 
word) “child” is “children.” ■ “Books” is the plural of “book.” 
■ “Children” is In the pluraL — abbr.pl. 
ploral'ism /'plara.lizam/ noun [noncount] formal 

1 : a situation in which people of different social classes, re¬ 
ligions, races, etc., are together in a society but continue to 
have their different traditions and interests ■ He spoke of the 
benefits of cultural/religious pluralism. 

2 : the belief that people of different social classes, religions, 
races, etc., should live together in a society ■ She’s a champi¬ 
on of pluralism. 

— plu-raMst /"pluralist/ noun, pi -Ists [count] — pluralist 
or plu-raMs-tic /iplara'listik/ adj [more most ~] ■ a 
pluralistic society 

plu-ral-i-ty /plu'reelati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [count] formal : a usually large number of things — usually 
singular; usually + of m The researchers studied a plurality of 
approaches. 

2 [count] chiefly US, technical : a number of votes that is 
more than the number of votes for any other candidate or 
party but that is not more than half of the total number of 
votes — usually singular ■ Her party won by receiving a plu¬ 
rality of the vote. ■ He was elected with a plurality , not a ma¬ 
jority. — compare majority 

3 [noncount] grammar : the state of being plural ■ The verb 
“are” indicates the plurality of the subject. [=the verb “are” 
shows that the subject is plural] 

1 plus /‘pIas/ adj 

1 always used before a noun : having a value that is above 
zero : positive ■ The temperature was plus 10 degrees. [=10 
degrees above zero] — opposite 3 minus 1 

2 — used after a letter grade (such as A, B, or C) to show 
that the work is slightly better than the letter by itself would 
indicate ■ He got a C plus in history. — opposite 3 minus 2 

3 — used after a number to indicate a range greater than 
that number- The concert is an 18 -plus show. [=a show for 
people who are 18 years old or older] ■ This stadium seats 
70,000-plus people. [=more than 20,000 people] 

on the plus side — used to describe the more appealing or 
attractive part of something ■ On the minus side, the job 
doesn’t pay very well, but on the plus side , the hours are 
very convenient. 

2 plUS noun, pi plus-es [count] 

1 informal : something that is useful or helpful ■ The apart¬ 
ment isn’t perfect, but the fact that it has new appliances is a 
plus. ■ The state college’s low tuition is only one of its pluses. 
[=advantages, benefits] ■ The job doesn’t pay well, but the 
convenient hours are a definite plus. — opposite 2 minus 1 

2 mathematics : plus sign 

3 plus prep 

1 — used to indicate that one number or amount is being 
added to another ■ 4 plus 5 equals/is 9 ■ The cost is $10 plus 
$2 for shipping. 

2 : and also : as well as ■ The hotel has two restaurants, plus 
a bar and a swimming pool. 

plus or minus — used to indicate that a value, number, or 
amount may be above or below a certain number ■ It 
should take a month, plus or minus a few days. 

4 plllS cord, informal : in addition : and ■ He works a full-time 
job during the day, plus he goes to school at night. ■ I enjoy 
gardening, plus it’s good exercise. 

1 plush /’pIa// adj plush*er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 a : made of a thick, soft fabric ■ plush carpeting/toys b 
: thick and soft ■ plush fabric 

2 : very fancy and usually expensive : luxurious • a plush 
apartment/office/suite ■ The hotel accommodations were 
plush. 

2 plush noun [noncount] : a thick, soft fabric 
plus sign noun, pi ~ signs [count] : the symbol + used to 
show that a number is being added to another number or 
that a quantity is greater than zero — compare minus sign 
plus size noun, pi ~ sizes [count] chiefly US : a clothing 
size made for large women ■ The store sells plus sizes. 


— plus—size adj ■ plus-size clothing/women ■ the plus-size 
department/market 

PlU-tO /‘pluitou/ noun [singular] : the object in our solar sys¬ 
tem that in the past was thought to be the planet farthest 
from the sun but that is no longer considered to be a planet 
plu-tOC-ra-cy /plu'taikrosi/ noun, pi -cles 

1 a [noncount] : government by the richest people ■ a trend 
toward plutocracy b [count] : a country that is ruled by the 
richest people ■ If only the wealthy can afford to run for pub¬ 
lic office, are we more a plutocracy than a democracy? 

2 [count] : a group of very rich people who have a lot of 
power - corporate greed and America’s growing plutocracy 

plu-tO-crat /'plu:t3,kr£et/ noun, pi -crats [count] often dis¬ 
approving : a person who has power because of great wealth 

— pludO'Crat-ic /,plu:t3'kr£etik/ adj ■ aplutocratic society 
plu-tO-ni-um /plu'toonijam/ noun [noncount] : a radioac¬ 
tive element that is used to make nuclear energy and nuclear 
weapons 

1 ply /’plai/ verb plies; plied; ply-ing formal 

T [+ obj] a : to work at (a job, activity, etc.) ■ The carpenter 
plies his art/craft in his workshop. ■ Wood-carvers were ply¬ 
ing their trade [=doing their work! in the town square. ■ a 
street where many artists ply their wares [=sell their goods] 
on the sidewalk b old-fashioned : to use (something, such 
as a tool) with care and skill ■ She makes a living as a writer, 
busily plying her pen each day. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition, of a bus, ship, 
airplane, etc. : to go along the same route regularly : to trav¬ 
el on a particular road, way, etc., regularly [no obj] Barges 
plied back and forth along the canal. ■ Two ferries ply be¬ 
tween the island and mainland in the summer months. [+ 
obj] Trucks ply the highway between the two cities. ■ ships 
plying the country’s northern coast 

ply for hlre/buslness/trade Brit : to try to get customers or 
business ■ Taxis ply for hire/business outside the train sta¬ 
tion. ■ The company is plying for trade in America. 
ply with [phrasal verb] ply (someone) with ( something ) : to 
offer or give (something) to (someone) repeatedly or con¬ 
stantly ■ Someone who is plying you with gifts [=giving you 
many gifts] probably wants something in return. ■ Waiters 
plied guests with wine and hors d’oeuvres. ■ He plied me 
with questions. [=he asked me many questions] 

2 ply noun, pl plies [count] : one of the layers, folds, or strands 
that make something (such as yam or plywood) ■ a single ply 
of fabric — usually used in combination • four-pfy yam 
[=yam made up of four strands] ■ two -ply paper towels 
ply-WOOd /'plai,wud/ noun [noncount] : a strong board that 
is made by gluing together thin sheets of wood ■ a floor made 
of plywood = a plywood floor 

p.m. or PM or Brit pm abbr in the afternoon or evening — 
used with numbers to show the time of day • She went to bed 
at 10 p.m. ■ He works every day from 8:00 a.m. to/until 4:30 
p.m. ■ Lunch will be served at 12 p.m. [ =noon ; one hour after 
11 a.m.1 The abbreviation p.m. stands for the Latin phrase 
post meridiem, which means “after noon.” — compare a.m. 
PM abbr prime minister 

PMS /,pi:,em'es/ noun [noncount] US : premenstrual syn¬ 
drome 

PMT /,pi: ,cm'ti:/ noun [noncount] Brit : premenstrual 
SYNDROME 

pneu-mat-ic /nu'mgetik, Brit nju'msetik/ adj 

1 technical a : using air pressure to move or work ■ a pneu¬ 
matic hammer b : filled with air ■ pneumatic tires 

2 US, informal, of a woman : having a body with full, pleas¬ 
ing curves ■ The movie stare a pneumatic blonde. 

pneumatic drill noun, pl ~ drills [count]: jackhammer 
pneu-mo-nia /nu'mounja, Brit nju'maunja/ noun [non¬ 
count] medical : a serious disease that affects the lungs and 
makes it difficult to breathe ■ He caught/contracted pneumo¬ 
nia over the winter. ■ Her father died from/of double pneu¬ 
monia. [=pneumonia in both lungs] 

P.O. abbr 1 post office 2 postal order 
1 poach /'poutf/ verb poach-es; poached; poach-ing [+ 
obj] 

1 : to cook (something) in a small amount of liquid that is al¬ 
most boiling ■ The vegetables were poached in chicken 
broth. 

2 : to cook (an egg without its shell) in boiling water or in a 
small cup over boiling water ■ poach an egg 

— compare 2 poach 

— poached adj ■ We had poached eggs for breakfast. ■ 
poached salmon/oystere 
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2 poach verb poaches; poached; poaching 

1 : to hunt or fish illegally : to catch or kill an animal illegal¬ 
ly [+ obj] Elephants are often poached for their ivory tusks. 
[no obj] The state fines anyone who is caught poaching. 

2 [+ obj\ : to take (something, such as an idea, or someone, 
such as an employee or customer) from someone else illegal¬ 
ly or unfairly ■ She was accused of poaching [plagiarizing] 
the material for her essay from a Web site. ■ Her former com¬ 
pany accused her of poaching clients. 

poach on someone’s territory/turf : to do something that 
someone else should do : to interfere in an area that anoth¬ 
er person usually controls ■ You can’t keep other candi¬ 
dates from poaching on your turf. [=from trying to get vot¬ 
ers who usually vote for you or your party to vote for 
them] 

— compare 1 poach 

— poach-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ Poachers are responsible 
for the declining rhinoceros population in this area. 
— poaching noun [noncount] ■ a heavy fine for poaching 

P.O. Box noun, pi Boxes [count] : a box at a post office 
where you can have mail delivered — used in mailing ad¬ 
dresses ■ Write to P.O. Box 100, New York, New York, 
po’-boy /‘pou,boi/ noun, pi -boys [count] US : submarine 
sandwich — used especially to refer to a type of submarine 
sandwich that is served in Louisiana 
pock /‘pa:k/ verb pocks; pocked; pock-ing [+ obj] : to 
make holes in or marks on (something) ■ one of the many 
craters that pock the moon’s surface 

— pocked adj ■ the moon’s pocked surface ■ a bullet -pocked 
wall [=a wall that bullets have pocked] ■ The road was 
pocked with potholes. ■ a face pocked with scars 

1 PQCk»et /‘paikat/ noun, pi -ets [count] 

1 : a usually small cloth bag that is sewn into a piece of 
clothing, a larger bag, etc., and that is open at the top or side 
so that you can put things into it ■ He keeps his gloves in his 
coat pocket. ■ She was standing there with her hands in her 
pockets. ■ ahip/breast/shirtpoc/eef ■ I have a hole in my pock¬ 
et. ■ Her pocket was full of change/coins. ■ The security guard 
asked us to empty our pockets. [=to take out everything in 
our pockets] — see color picture on page Cl 5 

2 : the amount of money that someone has available to 
spend • We’re looking for investors with pockets that are 
deep enough to pay for the project, [investors with enough 
money to pay for the project] ■ There are items in our store 
that suit every pocket. [=that everyone can afford to buy] ■ 
The governor paid for the event out of his own pocket. 
[=with his own money rather than the state’s money] ■ The 
mayor diverted city funds into his own pockets. [=he took 
money that belonged to the city] — see also deep pockets 

3 : a small bag or container that is attached to something 
and used to hold things ■ There are pockets on the back of 
each car seat. ■ The tickets are in the zippered pocket on the 
front of the suitcase. 

4 : a small area or group that is different from the larger 
area or group it is in or near — usually + of ■ Military forces 
have encountered a few pockets of resistance. 

5 pool and billiards : a bag or cup that you hit the ball into at 
the corner or side of a pool table or billiard table ■ He 
knocked the ball into the comer/side pocket. 

6 : AIR POCKET 

be/live in each other’s pockets Brit, informal : to be too 
close to someone or spend too much time with someone 
in someone’s pocket or in the pocket of someone disap¬ 
proving : under someone’s control or influence ■ The judge 
in the case was in the senator’s pocket. [=was controlled by 
the senator] ■ researchers/scientists who are in the pocket of 
pharmaceutical companies 

in your pocket informal If you have something in your 
pocket, you are certain to win or get it. ■ The interview 
went really well. I thought I had the job in my pocket. • She 
knew that she had the game/match in her pocket. [=she 
knew she would win the game] 
line your pockets see 3 line 

out of pocket chiefly Brit, informal: having less money be¬ 
cause of something that has happened ■ The lawsuit has 
left company shareholders $30 million out of pocket. — see 
also OUT-OF-POCKET 
pick pockets see x pick 
2 pocket verb -ets; -et-ed; -et-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to put (something) in a pocket ■ He pocketed the change. 

2 a : to take or keep (something that does not belong to 


you) ■ The chairman was fired for pocketing funds. ■ It turned 
out that they had pocketed [= stolen] most of the money that 
was supposed to go to victims of the fire. ■ The saleswoman 
had overcharged them and pocketed the difference, b : to 
earn or win (something, such as money) ■ a professional golf¬ 
er who pocketed more than four million dollars in winnings 

3 US : to ignore (an emotion or feeling) ■ I had to pocket my 
pride and ask for some help. 

4 pool and billiards : to hit (a ball) into a pocket of a pool ta¬ 
ble or billiard table ■ She pocketed the eight ball. 

3 pocket adj, always used before a noun 

1 : small enough to fit in a pocket ■ a pocket calculator/dic¬ 
tionary 

2 : carried in a pocket ■ pocket change ■ a pocket watch/ 
handkerchief 

pocket billiards noun [noncount] : 3 pool 2 
pock-et-book /‘paikat.buk/ noun, pi -books [count] 

1 US, somewhat old-fashioned : a bag usually with handles 
and pockets that is used by women to carry money and per¬ 
sonal belongings : purse, handbag 

2 US : the amount of money that someone has available to 
spend : someone’s ability to pay for things ■ The restaurant 
has meals priced to suit every pocketbook. [=it has meals 
that everyone can afford] ■ People vote their pocketbooks. 
[=people vote according to how a candidate or issue will af¬ 
fect their financial situation] 

3 Brit : notebook 1 

pock-et-ful /'pa:k3t,ful/ noun, pi pock-et-fuls or pock- 
ets-ful /'pa:k3ts,ful/ [count] : an amount of something that 
can be carried in a pocket • He carried a pocketful of money, 
pock-et-knife /'paikat.naif/ noun, 
pi -knives [count] : a small knife 
that has one or more blades that 
fold into the handle — called also 
jackknife , penknife 
pocket money noun [noncount] 

1 : a small amount of extra money ■ 

She mowed lawns in the summers 
to earn pocket money. [= spending 
money] 

2 Brit : money that is regularly giv¬ 

en to children by their parents 
: money that children are given as .... 

an allowance pocketkmfe 

pOCk*et—Size /'pa:k3t,saiz/ also 
pock-et—Sized /'paikat.saizd/ adj : small enough to be car¬ 
ried in a pocket ■ a pocket-size dictionary 
pocket veto noun, pi - -toes [count] US : a method that 
the President can use to prevent a bill from becoming a law 
by not signing the bill before the session of Congress ends 
pock-mark /’pai^ma^k/ noun, pi -marks [count] 

1 : a mark or scar on the skin that is usually caused by a dis¬ 
ease (such as chicken pox or acne) 

2 : a hole in or mark on something • The bullets left pock¬ 
marks in the wall. 

— pockmarked / , pa:k,ma^kt/ adj ■ A severe case of the 
chicken pox had left her badly pockmarked. ■ The car was 
pockmarked [=pocked] with rust. 

pod /‘paid/ noun, pi pods [count] 

1 : a long, thin part of some plants that has seeds inside ■ pea 
pods ■ a seed pod • Carob seeds grow in edible pods. 

2 : a long, narrow area that is under the wings or body of an 
airplane and that is used to hold something (such as fuel or a 
jet engine) 

3 : a part of a spacecraft that can be separated from the 
main part 

4 : a case that contains the eggs of certain insects (such as 
grasshoppers) 

two peas in a pod see pea 

— compare 2 pod 

2 pOd noun, pi pods [count] : a group of ocean animals (such 
as whales) that are swimming together ■ pods of whales/dol¬ 
phins — compare 1 pod 

PO’d /,pi: ‘oud/ adj [more most ~~] US, informal : very an¬ 
gry or annoyed at someone or something ■ He was/got really 
PO’d [=( impolite ) pissed off] when his date didn’t show up. 
podgy /‘paicfei/ adj podg*i*er; -est [also more —/ most ~] 
Brit, informal : pudgy 

po-di*a*trist /pou’dajstrist/ noun, pi -trists [count] chiefly 
US : a doctor who treats injuries and diseases of the foot — 
called also (chiefly Brit) chiropodist 

— po*di*a«try /pou'dajstri/ noun [noncount] 
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po-di-um /'poudijain/ noun, pi -ums [count] 

1 : a raised platform for a speaker, performer, or the leader 
of an orchestra 

2 US : a stand with a slanted surface that holds a book, 
notes, etc., for someone who is reading, speaking, or teach¬ 
ing : LECTERN 

PO'dunk also pO'dunk /'pou.dAqk/ noun [singular] US, in¬ 
formal : a small, unimportant town ■ folks who move to the 
big city from Podunk ■ a Podunk town 
PO«em /'powam/ noun, pi -ems [count] : a piece of writing 
that usually has figurative language and that is written in 
separate lines that often have a repeated rhythm and some¬ 
times rhyme ■ a love/epic poem ■ He wrote a poem about his 
parents. 

pO*et /'powat/ noun, pi -ets [count] : a person who writes 
poems 

po-et-eSS /'powatas/ noun, pi -ess*es [count] old-fashioned 
: a girl or woman who writes poems 
po*et*ic /pou'etik/ also po*et*i*cal /pou'etikal/ adj [more 
most ~] 

1 : of, relating to, or characteristic of poets or poetry ■ poetic 
words ■ poetic meter 

2 : having a beautiful or graceful quality • poetic language 

— po»et-i-caMy /pou'etikli/ adv ■ a poetically written de¬ 
scription of the forest 

poetic justice noun [noncount] : a result or occurrence 
that seems proper because someone who has done bad 
things to other people is being harmed or punished ■ After 
the way he treated his staff, it was poetic justice that he lost 
his job. 

poet laureate noun, pi poets laureate or poet laure¬ 
ates [count] : a poet who is honored by being chosen for an 
official position by a ruler or government 
PO*et»rv /'powatri/ noun [noncount] 

T : the writings of a poet: poems • I read the poem in a col¬ 
lection of modem poetry. • She’s published two books of lyr¬ 
ic poetry and a novel. "He found it easiest to express himself 
in the language of poetry. • He reads/writes poetry. ■ The 
bookstore holds a poetry reading [=an event in which people 
read poems that they have written aloud for a group] every 
Thursday night. 

2 : something that is very beautiful or graceful ■ Her dancing 
is pure poetry. 

poetry in motion : someone or something that moves in a 
way that is very graceful or beautiful ■ He is poetry in mo¬ 
tion when he catches and throws the ball. 
pO—faced /'pou,feist/ adj [more most ~] Brit, informal 

1 : having a serious expression on the face ■ a po-faced police 
officer 

2 : too serious ■ the writer’s po -faced [= humorless ] style 
pO*go Stick /'pougou-/ noun, pi ~ sticks [count] : a toy 

that children use for bouncing up and down which consists 
of a pole with handles at the top, a strong spring at the bot¬ 
tom, and two pieces near the bottom to stand on 
pO-grom /pa'gra.m, Brit 'pogram/ noun, pi -groms [count] 
: the organized killing of many helpless people usually be¬ 
cause of their race or religion 

poi-gnant /'poinjant/ adj [more ~ most ~] : causing a 
strong feeling of sadness ■ a poignant moment ■ The photo¬ 
graph was a poignant reminder of her childhood. 

— poi-gnan-cy /'poinjansi/ noun [noncount] ■ The anniver¬ 
sary of the flood has a special poignancy in the town that 
suffered the most damage. — poi*gnant«ly adv 

poin*Set-tia /poin'sctija/ noun, pi -tias [count] : a plant 
with large red, pink, or white leaves that look like petals 

— see color picture on page C6 Poinsettias are tropical 
plants but are often grown indoors in pots. Red poinsettias 
are especially popular at Christmastime. 

1 point /'point/ noun, pi points 

1 B [count] : an idea that you try to make other people ac¬ 
cept or understand ■ She showed us several graphs to illus¬ 
trate the point she was making. ■ I see your point , but I don’t 
think everyone will agree. ■ There’s no use in arguing the 
point. ■ He made a very good point about the need for 
change. ■ Let me make one final point. • That’s the point I’ve 
been trying to make. ■ “What’s your point?" “Actually, I have 
two points." • My point is simply that we must do something 
to help the homeless. ■ That’s my point exactly. ■ Maybe 
there’s a better way to get your point across. [=to make peo¬ 
ple understand what you are saying] ■ He’s willing to do al¬ 
most anything to prove a point. [=to show that he is right 
about something] ■ If you want to stretch a point ^exagger¬ 


ate slightly], you could say that he is handsome. ■ “If we leave 
now, we won’t make it back in time." “That’s a good point." ■ 
“You have to help them.” “ Point taken. [=1 understand what 
you are saying] I’ll do what I can.” ■ I don’t want to labor/be¬ 
labor the point [-repeat myself too many times], but I think I 
should mention again that we are running out of time, b 
[count] : a particular detail of an idea or argument • There 
are two critical/crucial/key points that I would like to dis¬ 
cuss. ■ There are several weak points in their theory, c the 
point: the main or most important idea of something that is 
said or written ■ It took several paragraphs for her to come / 
get to the point of her argument. ■ If you drive while drunk, 
you could lose your license, but even more to the point 
[=more importantly], you could kill someone. — see also TO 
THE POINT (below) 

2 : a reason for doing something : purpose [singular] Is 
there a point to/for all of this paperwork? — often + of • 
What’s the point of having [=why have] a swimming pool if 
you never use it? — often + in • I saw no point in continuing 
the discussion. • There’s no point in getting upset. [=there is 
no reason to get upset] [noncount] There’s not much point in 
making rules if no one’s going to follow them. 

3 [count] : an individual detail or part of something ■ The 
only point at issue is when the meeting should be held. • 
Carefully consider each point in the witness’s testimony. ■ We 
debated the fine/finer points of the law. ■ The main point of 
contention [=the main thing that people are arguing over] is 
who owns the rights to the land. — see also rallying 

POINT, SELLING POINT, STICKING POINT, TALKING POINT 

4 [count] : a particular position, location, or place ■ We met 
at a point halfway between the two cities. • The sun reaches 
its highest point in the sky at noon. ■ the country’s northern¬ 
most point ■ distant points in the solar system ■ Change trains 
here for all pmints south. ■ The break occurred at a weak 
point in the bone. ■ She showed us the old capital building 
and other points of interest ■ Ellis Island in Manhattan was 
the point of entry of many American immigrants. [=the place 
where many immigrants entered the U.S.] ■ The package’s 
point of origin [=the place from where the package was sent] 
was somewhere in the U.S. 

5 [count] : a particular time or a particular stage in the devel¬ 
opment of something — usually singular • At no point (in 
time) did the defendant ask for a lawyer. ■ By this point in the 
conversation, I was beginning to lose my patience. ■ I imag¬ 
ine the change will take place at some point in the next year 
or so. ■ We are approaching the cutoff point of the negotia¬ 
tions. ■ At that time, she enjoyed more success than at any 
other point in her career. ■ That was the high/low point of her 
career. ■ At this point in my life, I can’t afford to take any 
risks. = I’m at a point in my life where I can’t afford to take 
any risks. "It got to the point where we could no longer ig¬ 
nore his behavior. • The game had gone past the point of be¬ 
ing fun. [=the game had stopped being fun] ■ We walked all 
day and were beyond the point of exhaustion. ■ The tempera¬ 
ture will rise to 33 degrees Fahrenheit, at which point the ice 
will begin to melt. ■ It’s the natural starting point tor a discus¬ 
sion on how to help the homeless. ■ There comes a point in a 
man’s life when he has to think seriously about his future. ■ 
From that point on [=beginning at that time], I took my stud¬ 
ies more seriously. ■ From this point on, any further changes 
must be approved by your supervisor. • Up to that point it 
had been a successful meeting. ■ The animals were hunted to 
the point of extinction. [=the animals were hunted until they 
were extinct] ■ She was at the point of leaving [=she was just 
about to leave] when he asked her to dance. ■ The police are 
on the point of solving the case. [=the police have almost 
solved the case] — see also breaking point, point of no 
RETURN, TURNING POINT 

6 [count] a : a unit of measurement ■ Her blood pressure 
had risen 16 points since her last checkup. ■ Support for the 
President dropped three points [= percent] after the incident. ■ 
She is currently 10 points behind the leading candidate in the 
polls. • Interest rates have risen about two percentage points. 
[=interest rates rose about two percent] — see also boiling 
POINT, DEW POINT, FLASH POINT, FREEZING POINT, MELT¬ 
ING point b : a unit that is used to score a game or contest 

■ We won (the game) by three points. ■ They scored 13 points 
in the first quarter. ■ She has to win this point in order to win 
the match. ■ She lost a point for falling off the balance beam. 

■ A touchdown is worth six points. ■ He beat his opponent on 
points. [=by winning more points than his opponent] — see 
also extra point, game point, match point, set point 

7 points [plural] informal : praise, credit, or approval for do- 
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ing something good or helpful ■ She washed the car in order 
to score points [= brownie points ] with her father. ■ He’s not 
too smart, but he gets points for effort. [=he should be given 
credit for the effort he makes] 

8 [count] : the usually sharp end of something (such as a 
sword, needle, or pencil) ■ the sharp point [=tip] of the needle 
■ She sharpened the pencil down to a point. ■ The alligator’s 
tail tapers to a point. 

9 [count] : a small dot ■ We see the stars and planets as tiny 
points of light. ■ a line drawn between two points 

10 [count] : decimal point — used especially in speech to 
say a number that includes a decimal point ■ The number 9.5 
is read aloud as “nine point five.” ■ He had a temperature of 
one hundred and fourpom/two. [=104.2] ■ You’re listening to 
ninety-three point nine [=93.9] FM. 

11 [count] : any one of the 32 marks on a compass that are 
used for showing directions ■ The point SSW is between the 
points S and SW. ■ The cardinal points [=the four main direc¬ 
tions] are North, South, East, and West. 

12 [count] : a piece of land that sticks out into a lake, ocean, 
etc. ■ The light was coming from the lighthouse on the point. 

— sometimes used in names ■ Montauk Point is at the east¬ 
ern tip of Long Island. 

1 3 [count] Brit : outlet 4 

14 [count]: a unit that measures the size of letters typed on a 
computer or printed in a published work ■ Your essays 
should be double-spaced and written in 12 -point type. 
beside the point see beside 

from point A to point B see ‘a 

In point of formal: when considering (a particular quality) 
: with regard to (something) ■ The two painters differ 
greatly in point of skill. [=the level of their skill is very dif¬ 
ferent] ■ Some people think that all fat is unhealthy to eat 
when, in point of fact [=in truth, in actuality], some types 
of fat are good for you. 

make a point If you make a point of doing something or 
make It a point to do something, you give your attention to 
it so that you are sure that it happens. ■ She mokes a point 
of treating her employees fairly. = She makes it a point to 
treat her employees fairly. 
not to put too fine a point on it see 'fine 
on point US : relating very well to the subject that is being 
discussed : accurate and appropriate ■ His criticisms about 
the war were very much on point. ■ Her message is (right) 
on point. 

to the point : relating to the thing that is being thought 
about or discussed ■ Please keep your questions brief and 
to the point. — see also 'point lc (above) 
up to a point — used to indicate that a statement is partly 
but not completely true ■ I understand his feelings up to a 
point, [-to some extent] ■ Competition is good but only up 
to a certain point. 

- see also case in point, exclamation point, price 
point 

2 POint verb points; point*ed; pointing 

1 : to show someone where to look by moving your finger or 
an object held in your hand in a particular direction [no obj] 
“It’s not polite to point f she said. ■ When I asked the child 
where his mother was, he pointed in the direction of the 
house. ■ Pointing with his cane, the old man asked, “Whose 
dog is that?” — often + at • It's not polite to point at people. ■ 
All the kids were pointing and laughing at me. ■ She pointed 
at the map on the wall. • “It’s time to leave,” he said pointing 
at his watch. — often + to ■ She pointed to me and asked me 
to stand up. — often + toward • He pointed toward the door. 
[+ obj] She pointed her finger at the door. — see also 
FINGER-POINTING 

2 [+ obj ] : to cause the front or tip of (something) to be 
turned toward someone or something ■ Point [=aim] the 
flashlight into the hole. ■ They pointed their microphones in 
my direction. — often + at ■ She pointed her camera at us. ■ 
A gun was pointed at his head. 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
have the end or tip extended, aimed, or turned in a specified 
direction ■ We can leave when the minute hand points to 12. ■ 
Stand with your arms at your sides and your hands pointing 
downward. ■ The ship was pointing into the wind. 

4 computers : to use a mouse or other device to move the 
pointer on a computer screen to a particular object or place 
[+ obj] Just point the arrow on the icon and click, [no obj] 
Just point and click. 

5 [+ obj]: to show (someone) which direction to travel in or¬ 
der to reach a particular place : to direct (someone) toward 


something ■ She pointed him to the school’s library. ■ Could 
you point me in the direction of the train station? ■ If you 
just point me in the general direction, I think I can find it. 

6 [+ obj] : to give a sharp end to (something) ■ He was point¬ 
ing [=(more commonly) sharpening] a stick with a knife. 

7 [+ obj]: to repair (a wall, chimney, etc.) by putting new ce¬ 
ment or other material between the bricks or stones ■ The 
wall needs to be pointed. 

point an accusing finger at, point a/the finger at see 

'finger 

point out [phrasal verb] 1 point out ( someone or some¬ 
thing) or point (someone or something) out : to direct 
someone’s attention to (someone or something) by point¬ 
ing ■ He pointed his girlfriend out in the crowd. ■ Could you 
point out the restrooms, please. ■ We asked her to point out 
(to us) her country on the map. ■ He pointed out the houses 
of famous people as we drove by. ■ He pointed out the way 
to the restrooms. 2 point out (something) or point (some¬ 
thing) out : to talk about or mention (something that you 
think is important) ■ Let me point out [-mention] a few 
things before we switch topics. ■ He was quick to point our 
mistake out. ■ He pointed out the benefits/importance of 
daily exercise. ■ As she likes to point out, she distrusted him 
from the beginning. ■ I would like to point out that no one 
is perfect. ■ He pointed out that there are several advantag¬ 
es to owning your own home. 

point the way : to show the way to go in order to get some¬ 
where ■ She pointed the way to the exit. — often used figu¬ 
ratively ■ We led good lives, and we must thank our parents 
for pointing the way. ■ Their work pointed the way for fu¬ 
ture scientific research. 

point to [phrasal verb] point to (something) : to mention or 
refer to (something) as a way of supporting an argument 
or claim ■ The prosecution is unable to point to anything 
that proves its case. ■ I can point to several past accomplish¬ 
ments that show that I can perform the job well. 
point to/toward [phrasal verb] point to/toward (someone or 
something) : to show that something is true or probably 
true ■ All the evidence points to him as the murderer. [=all 
the evidence indicates that he is the murderer] ■ Her symp¬ 
toms point to diabetes. [=her symptoms suggest that she 
has diabetes] ■ Everything points to a bright future for their 
company. ■ The results from these tests point toward a dif¬ 
ferent conclusion. 

point up [phrasal verb] point up (something) or point (some¬ 
thing) up formal : to bring attention to (something) : to 
highlight or emphasize (something) ■ The speaker pointed 
up the importance of improving public education. ■ The 
destruction caused by the earthquake points up the need 
for improvements in construction standards. 
point your toes : to bend your foot down so that the top of 
it and the front of your leg form a straight line ■ She forgot 
to point her toes when she dove into the water, 
point—and—click adj, computers : used by pointing to im¬ 
ages on a computer screen and pressing a mouse or other de¬ 
vice ■ point-and-click links ■ a point-and-click interface 
point—and—Shoot adj, of a camera : having simple con¬ 
trols that do not need to be changed by the user and that 
make it possible to take pictures easily ■ point-and-shoot 
cameras/camcorders 
point-blank /'pomt'bkegk/ adv 

1 : from a very close distance ■ The victim was shot point- 
blank in the head. 

2 ; in a direct and open way that does not hide anything ■ He 
told me point-blank [= bluntly, outright] that he didn’t believe 
me. ■ I asked her point-blank what she wanted. ■ She refused 
him point-blank. 

— point-blank adj ■ a point-blank question/refusal ■ a 
point-blank shot to the goal ■ The shots were taken at/from 
point-blank range. 

pointe also pointes /'pwgent/ noun [noncount]: a ballet po¬ 
sition in which the dancer stands on the ends of the toes ■ a 
ballerina on pointe 

point*ed /'pomtad/ adj [more most ~] 

1 a : ending in a point ■ a sharply pointed pencil ■ the long 
pointed [=pointy] leaves of a willow tree ■ pointed rocks ■ He 
had a mustache and a short pointed beard, b : having a par¬ 
ticular number of points — used in combination ■ a six- 
pointed star 

2 : clearly directed toward a particular person or group ■ 
pointed remarks/criticism ■ He made a pointed reference to 
his mother-in-law. 
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3 : very easy to see or notice ■ She reacted to the news with 
pointed indifference. 

— point-ed-ness noun [noncount ] • the pointedness of their 
remarks 

point-eddy /'pointadli/ adv [more most ~] : in a way 
that is very easy to see or notice • He pointedly ignored the 
question. ■ She pointedly refused to go to their party. 

point-er /'point 7tf noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a useful suggestion about how to do or understand some¬ 
thing better ■ She got some pointers [-hints, tips ] about the 
use of commas. ■ Let me give you a few pointers on managing 
a successful business. 

2 Brit : a sign that shows the condition or existence of some¬ 
thing : indicator ■ The latest data gives a pointer to the 
economy’s overall growth. ■ This may be a pointer to a very 
serious problem. 

3 : a thin stick that a person uses to show people where to 
look on a screen, map, etc. 

4 computers : a small object (such as an arrow or cursor) 
that is moved on a computer screen by a mouse and that is 
used to make selections or change where work is being done 

5 : a large dog that has long ears and short hair and that is 
trained to work with hunters by finding and pointing toward 
hunted animals with its head and body 

point guard noun , pi ~ guards [count] basketball : a play¬ 
er who is one of the two guards on a team and is the one 
most responsible for leading the team when it has the ball 
and is trying to score 

poin-til-lism /'points,lizam/ noun [noncount] : a style of 
painting in which a picture is formed from small dots of col¬ 
or 

— poin-til-list /'pointolist/ adj • a pointillist painting 
— pointillist noun, pi -ists [count] 

point-ing /’pomtu]/ noun [noncount] : the material that is 
used to fill the cracks between the bricks of a wall, chimney, 
etc. 

point-less /*pointl3s/ ad) [more ~ most ~] : having no 
meaning, purpose, or effect ■ He made a few more pointless 
[=meaningless, senseless] remarks. ■ a pointless exercise ■ It 
would be pointless for us to continue the investigation. ■ It’s 
pointless [= useless] to argue with her. ■ a pointless killing 

— point-less*ly adv ■ Her answer was pointlessly complicat¬ 
ed. — point-less-ness noun [noncount] 

point man noun . pi ~ men [count] chiefly US : the main 
person who speaks for or supports someone or something ■ 
He’s the President’s point man on national defense, 
point of departure noun, pi points of departure 
[count] : a starting point in a discussion, project, etc. ■ The 
study will be a point of departure [-jumping-off point] for fu¬ 
ture research. 

point of honor noun, pi points of honor [count] : some¬ 
thing that you do because you believe it is the right and hon¬ 
orable thing to do ■ My father considers it a point of honor to 
finish any project he starts. 

point Of no return noun [singular] : the time when it be¬ 
comes no longer possible for you to make a different deci¬ 
sion or to return to an earlier place or state ■ If you’ve signed 
the contract, you’ve already reached the point of no return. 

point of order noun, pi points of order [count] formal 
: a question or statement about the way things should be 
done at a meeting, debate, etc. ■ The senator raised a point of 
order demanding that debate be allowed to continue, 
point of reference noun, pi points of reference 
[count] : something that is used to judge or understand 
something else ■ The professor used the study as a point of 
reference for evaluating and discussing other theories. 

point of view noun, pi points of view [count] : a way of 
looking at or thinking about something : viewpoint • Even 
if you disagree with her, you should try to see things from 
her point of view. [= perspective] ■ They considered/ap¬ 
proached the problem from opposite points of view. • From a 
strictly financial point of view , selling the house makes sense. 

point person noun, pi ~ people [count] chiefly US : point 

MAN 

point spread noun, pi ~ spreads [count] US, sports : the 
number of points by which a team is expected to win in a 
particular game 

pointy /'pointi/ adj point-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 
informal : having a somewhat sharp end : ending in a point ■ 
a pointy nose ■ pointy shoes = shoes with pointy toes 
1 poise I'povzlnoun [noncount] 


1 : a calm, confident manner • She kept her poise even when 
under attack. ■ He behaved with poise and dignity. 

2 : a graceful way of walking, moving, standing, etc. ■ 
Strength and flexibility are important for good poise and 
posture. ■ a dancer of great poise and grace 

2 poise verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition pois¬ 
es; poised; pois-lng [+ obf] : to hold (something) in a bal¬ 
anced and steady position • She poised her pencil above the 
paper and waited for the signal to begin writing. 

poised adj 

1 not used before a noun : not moving but ready to move ■ 
The actors were poised on the stage, ready for the curtain to 
come up. ■ She held the pencil poised over/above the paper. 

2 not used before a noun : ready or prepared for something ■ 
The company is poised for success. • She seemed poised to 
take on the leadership of the country. ■ He is now poised to 
become the next big star in country music. 

3 not used before a noun : in a state, place, or situation that is 
between two different or opposite things ■ a city poised be¬ 
tween the mountains and the sea ■ a group of people poised 
between hope and fear 

4 [more most ~] ; having or showing a calm, confident 
manner ■ a very poised young woman 

^oi-SOn /'poizp/ noun, pi -sons 

1 : a substance that can cause people or animals to die or to 
become very sick if it gets into their bodies especially by be¬ 
ing swallowed [noncount] a jar of rat poison ■ The killer gave 
her victims food laced with poison. ■ suck poison from a 
snake bite ■ The villain in the play dies by drinking a vial of 
poison . [count] deadly poisons 

2 : something (such as an idea, emotion, or situation) that is 
very harmful or unpleasant [noncount] Jealousy is relation¬ 
ship poison. [=jealousy can destroy a relationship] ■ Hiring a 
carpenter is expensive and doing it yourself is slow. Pick / 
Choose your poison. [=neither choice is good but you have 
to choose one] [count] Poverty is a poison to society. 
what's your poison? informal + old-fashioned — used to 

ask what kind of alcoholic drink someone wants to be 
served 

2 poison verb -sons; -soned; -son-ing [+ obf] 

1 a : to cause (a person or animal) to die or to become very 
sick with poison ■ How did the murderer poison the victim? ■ 
Hundreds were poisoned from drinking the contaminated 
water. ■ He was poisoned with cyanide, b : to put a harmful 
or deadly substance in or on (something) • The factory poi¬ 
soned the air with its fumes. ■ llegal dumping of waste is poi¬ 
soning the stream and killing fish. ■ The food was poisoned. 

2 : to change (something) in a very harmful or unpleasant 
way ■ He poisoned their minds with hatred for her. ■ They let 
the disagreement poison [-destroy] their friendship. ■ His an¬ 
gry outburst poisoned the atmosphere of the party. ■ She was 
working in a hostile environment poisoned by sexist jokes. 
poisoned chalice see chalice 

— poi-son-er /'poiznna•/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

— poisoning noun, pi -mgs [noncount] alcohol/lead poi¬ 
soning [=illness caused by having too much alcohol/lead in 
your body] ■ carbon monoxide poisoning [count] poison¬ 
ings caused by bacteria — see also blood poisoning, 
FOOD POISONING 

poison gas noun [noncount] : gas that can cause a person 
to die or to become very sick : poisonous gas 
poison ivy noun [noncount] 

1 : a common plant in the central and eastern U.S. that has 
leaves which cause a very itchy and painful rash on your 
skin if you touch them 

2 : the rash that is caused by poison ivy ■ I got/have poison 
ivy all over my arm. 

poison oak noun [noncount] 

1 : a common bush in the western U.S. that causes a very 
itchy and painful rash on your skin if you touch it 

2 : poison ivy 

pOi-SOn-OUS /'poiznnas/ adj [more most ~] 
la: causing sickness or death by entering or touching the 
body : containing poison ■ poisonous mushrooms ■ The 
leaves of the plant are poisonous. [=toxic] • Chocolate is poi¬ 
sonous to dogs, b : capable of putting poison into another 
animal’s body by biting it • This species of spider is extremely 
poisonous. • poisonous snakes 

2 : very harmful or unpleasant ■ poisonous rumors ■ He was 
in a particularly poisonous [=nasty] mood last night. 

- poi-son-ous-ly adv 

poison—pen letter noun , pi ~ -ters [count] : a very harsh 
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or critical letter written to someone and usually not signed ■ 
The mayor received some poison-pen letters after he fired 
several city employees. 

poison pill noun, pi pills [count] business : something 
that a company does to make itself less valuable or appealing 
in order to avoid being bought by another company — often 
used before another noun ■ a poison pill defense/plan 
poison SU-maC /-\fu:,maek/ noun [noncount ] : a common 
bush in the eastern U.S. and Canada that causes a very itchy 
and painful rash on your skin if you touch it 
1 poke /'pouk /verb pokes; poked; pok-ing 

1 a : to push your finger or something thin or pointed into 
or at someone or something [+ obj] He poked a stick at the 
snake. = He poked the snake with a stick. ■ He poked 
[-jabbed] me in the ribs. ■ I accidentally poked my finger 
right through the old fabric. ■ Throwing pencils is not al¬ 
lowed because someone’s eye could get poked out. [no obj] 

— often + at ■ She poked at the sand with her toes, b [+ obj] 

: to make (a hole) in something by pushing something shaip 
or pointed through or into it — usually + in ■ As a practical 
joke, she poked holes in the bottom of some of the paper 
cups. ■ He used a fork to poke holes in the potatoes. 

2 : to stick out so that a part can be seen [no obj] — often + 
out ■ Your toe is poking out through the hole in your sock. — 
often + through ■ You can see the seedlings beginning to poke 
through the soil. ■ After days of rain, sunshine finally poked 
through the clouds. [+ obj] — often + out ■ She poked her 
head out the window and yelled down to us. 

poke along [phrasal verb] US, informal: to move along very 
slowly ■ They were just poking along towards home. ■ The 
car poked along down the street. 
poke around or Brit poke about [phrasal verb] poke around/ 
about or poke around/about (something) informal: to look 
around or search through something ■ The police found 
him poking around (in) the deserted house. ■ He poked 
around in his closet for something to wear to the party. ■ 
She’s in the kitchen poking around for something to eat. — 
often used figuratively ■ I don’t want you poking around in 
my personal life. 
poke fun at see ’fun 
poke your nose in/into see ’nose 
2 poke noun, pi pokes [count] 

1 : a quick push with your finger or with something thin or 
pointed — usually singular ■ She gave my arm a quick poke 
[=jab] to tell me it was my turn. 

2 US, informal : a usually minor criticism or insult that is di¬ 
rected toward a particular person or group — usually singu¬ 
lar ■ She thanked everyone in her speech but she couldn’t re¬ 
sist taking a poke at the people who said the movie would 
never succeed. 

a pig in a poke see ’pig 

1 pO*ker /’pouko/ noun [noncount] : a card game in which 
players bet money on the value of their cards — compare 
2 poker 

2 pok-er /’poukay noun, pi -ers [count] : a metal rod for mov¬ 
ing coal or wood in a fire — compare ’ poker 
poker face noun, pi ~ faces [count] : an expression on 
your face that does not show your thoughts or feelings — 
usually singular ■ She maintained her poker face even after 
she heard the bad news. 

— po-ker—faced /'pouka^feist/ adj ■ Her usually poker- 
faced boss gave her a big smile when he told her she was 
being promoted. 

pO-key /'pouki/ noun 

the pokey US slang, old-fashioned : prison ■ He spent six 
months in the pokey. 

poky or pok-ey /'pouki/ adj pokier; -est informal 

1 US : very slow ■ a poky old car ■ Stop being so poky. 

2 Brit, of a room or building : small and uncomfortable ■ a 
poky little room 

pol /'pa:l/ noun, pi pols [count] US, informal: politician ■ 
Many of the city’s residents have criticized local pols for 
their decision to close the public library. 

Po-lack /'pou,la:k/ noun, pi -lacks [count] US, informal + 
offensive : a Polish person The word Polack is very offen¬ 
sive and should be avoided. 
pO'lar /'poula*/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : of or relating to the North or South Pole or the region 
around it ■ polar ice caps 

2 : completely different or opposite ■ They took polar posi¬ 
tions on the issue. ■ She and I are good friends even though 
we’re polar opposites. 


3 technical: relating to one or both of the poles of a magnet 
polar bear noun, pi ~ bears [count] : a large white bear 
that lives near the North Pole — see picture at bear 
po-lar-i-ty /pou'lerati/ noun, pi -ties [count, noncount] 

1 formal: a state in which two ideas, opinions, etc., are com¬ 
pletely opposite or very different from each other • There is 
(a) considerable polarity of opinion on this issue. [=there are 
two sides with completely different opinions on this issue] 

2 physics : the condition of having positive and negative 
charges and especially magnetic or electrical poles 

pO-lar-ize also Brit po-lar-ise /'poula.raiz/ verb -iz-es; 
-ized; -iz-ing 

1 : to cause (people, opinions, etc.) to separate into opposing 
groups [+ obj] The war has polarized the nation, [no obj] 
The current debate polarizes along lines of class and race. 

2 [+ obj] physics : to cause (something, such as light waves) 
to vibrate in a particular pattern ■ a filter that polarizes light 
= a polarizing filter 

3 [+ obj] physics : to cause (something) to have positive and 
negative charges : to give polarity to (something) ■ polarize 
atoms ■ polarize a magnet 

- po-lar-i-za-tion also Brit po-lar-i-sa-tion /.poubra- 
'zeijan, Brit ipauldtrai'zei/an/ noun [noncount] 

Po-lar-oid /'poula,roid/ trademark — used for a material 
that is used chiefly in eyeglasses to prevent glare and for a 
camera that produces developed pictures 
1 POle /'poul/ noun, pi poles [count] : a long, straight piece of 
wood, metal, etc., that is often placed in the ground so that it 
stands straight up ■ They have a couple of bird feeders hang¬ 
ing from a pole in the backyard. ■ A pole was blocking their 
view of the field. • He connected the poles of the tent. ■ a fish¬ 
ing pole [-rod] ■ I wouldn’t touch it with a 10-foot pole. [=1 do 
not want to get near it; I do not want to discuss it or be in¬ 
volved with it at all] — see also flagpole, maypole, tele¬ 
graph POLE, TELEPHONE POLE, TOTEM POLE 
up the pole Brit, informal : crazy ■ The pressure of his job 
nearly drove him up the pole. 

— compare 3 pole 

2 pole verb poles; poled; polling [+ obj] : to move (a boat) 
by using a pole to push against the bottom of a river, lake, 
etc. ■ pole a boat 
3 pOle noun, pi poles [count] 

1 : either end of the imaginary line around which something 
(such as the earth) turns — see also north pole, south 
pole 

2 technical a : either one of the two ends of a magnet b 
: the positive point or the negative point on a battery 

3 : either one of two opposite positions, situations, etc. ■ 
When it comes to politics, we’re on opposite poles. ■ They 
were on opposite poles of the argument. 

poles apart : as far apart or as different as possible ■ 
Though they were generallypo/es apart politically, they did 
agree on this one issue. 

- compare ’pole 

Pole /'poul/ noun, pi Poles [count] : a Polish person 
pole-ax (US) or Brit pole-axe /'poul,aeks/ verb -ax-es; 
-axed; -ax-ing [+ obj] : to hit and knock down (someone) ■ 
He went down as if he’d been poleaxed. — often used figura¬ 
tively ■ I was poleaxed [=shocked and stunned] by the horri¬ 
ble news. ■ The department has been poleaxed by cutbacks, 
pole bean noun, pi ~ beans [count] US : a bean plant that 
grows up a pole, fence, etc.; also : the bean that grows on 
this plant 

pole-cat /'poul,k£et/ noun, pi -cats [count] 

1 : a European animal that has dark brown fur and a long 
thin body and that gives off a bad smell to defend itself 

2 US, informal : skunk 

po-lem-ic /pa'lemik/ noun, pi -ics formal 

1 [count] : a strong written or spoken attack against some¬ 
one else’s opinions, beliefs, practices, etc. • Her book is a 
fierce polemic against the inequalities in our society. 

2 polemics [plural] : the art or practice of using language to 
defend or harshly criticize something or someone • They 
managed to discuss the issues without resorting to polemics. 

— po-lem-i-cal /pa'lemikal/ also po-lem-ic /pa'lemik/ adj 
[more most ~] ■ polemical writing ■ I don’t like the 
book’s polemical tone. — po-lem-i-cal-ly /pa'lemikli/ adv 

po-lem-i-cist /pa'lemasist/ noun, pi -cists [count] : a per¬ 
son who is good at making forceful arguments in speech or 
writing ■ She has a reputation as a fierce polemicist. 
pole position noun, pi ~ -tions [count, noncount] : the 
front position at the start of a car race ■ He won the pole po- 
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sition by having the fastest qualifying time. 

Pole Star noun 
the Pole Star : north star 
pole vault noun 
the pole vault : an athletic event 
in which people compete by us¬ 
ing a pole to jump over a bar 
that is high above the ground 

- pole-vault verb -vaults; 

-vault-ed; -vaulting [no obj\ 

- pole-vault-er noun, pi -ers 

1 PO»lice /pa'liis/ noun [plural] : the 
people or the department of peo¬ 
ple who enforce laws, investigate 
crimes, and make arrests ■ (The) 

Police blocked the street to clear a 
path for the parade. ■ Police arrest¬ 
ed a man whom they identified as 
the murderer. ■ In case of emer¬ 
gency, call the police. [=(C/S) the 
police department] 1 I was pulled over by the state police 
[=by state police officers] for speeding. ■ the chief of police 
[=the chief of the police department] — often used before 
another noun ■ He applied for a job with the New York Po¬ 
lice Department. ■ They were arrested for interfering with a 
police investigation. ■ According to the police report the 
thieves broke in around midnight. ■ The mayor attempted to 
cover up what was a clear case of police brutality. [=physical 
abuse by police officers] ■ the police academy/chief ■ He is in 
police custody. [=he is being held by the police] — see also 

MILITARY POLICE, SECRET POLICE 

help the police with their inquiries see inquiry 
2 police verb -lic-es; -liced; -lic-ing [+ obf] 

1 : to control and keep order in (an area) by the use of police 
or military forces ■ The officers police the streets for reckless 
drivers. ■ The coast is policed by the military. 

2 : to control (something) by making sure that rules and reg¬ 
ulations are being followed ■ The international agency polic¬ 
es the development of atomic energy facilities. 

- policing /p3’li:siq/ noun [ noncount ] ■ Community policing 
has helped cut down on crime in the neighborhood. ■ The 
industry is operating without adequate policing. 

police car noun, pi ~ cars [count] : a car used by police of¬ 
ficers — called also (US) cruiser, (US) police cruiser, squad 
car 

police constable noun, pi ~ -stables [count] chiefly Brit 
: a police officer of the lowest rank — abbr. PC — called 
also constable 

police dog noun, pi ~ dogs [count] : a dog that is trained 
to help police find criminals and illegal drugs 
police force noun, pi ~ forces [count]: the police organi¬ 
zation in a particular area ■ He joined the local police force. 
pO*lice*man /pa'liisman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] : a 
man who is a police officer 

police officer noun, pi ~ -cers [count] : a person whose 
job is to enforce laws, investigate crimes, and make arrests 
: a member of the police 

police State noun, pi ~ states [count] : a country in which 
the activities of the people are strictly controlled by the gov¬ 
ernment with the help of a police force 
police Station noun, pi ~ -tions [count] : a place where lo¬ 
cal police officers work ■ They brought him down to the po¬ 
lice station for questioning. — called also station house 
pO*lice*Wom*an /pa'liis.wuman/ noun, pi -wom-en 
/-,wim3n/ [count] : a woman who is a police officer 
1 POl»i»CV /'pailasi/ noun, pi -cies 

1 : an officially accepted set of rules or ideas about what 
should be done [count] Ask the cashier what the store’s re¬ 
turn policy is. ■ They voted to adopt/pursue more liberal 
trade policies, [noncount] Each employee is given a hand¬ 
book on company policy. ■ American foreign policy 

2 : an idea or belief that guides the way you live or behave 
[count] — usually singular ■ I make it a policy not to lend my 
friends money. [=1 don’t lend my friends money] [noncount] 
I don’t lend my friends money as a matter of policy, 
honesty is the best policy see honesty 

- compare ^POLICY 

2 policy noun, pi -cies [count] : a document that contains the 
agreement that an insurance company and a person have 
made ■ Property damage caused by fire is not covered under 
this policy. — compare 1 policy 
pol*i*cy*hold*er / l pa:ldsi,houlda/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a 


person who owns an insurance policy 
pO*lio /'poolijou/ noun [noncount] medical : a serious disease 
that affects the nerves of the spine and often makes a person 
permanently unable to move particular muscles — called 
also infantile paralysis, poliomyelitis 
pO*No*my*eli*tis Apoulijou.maja'laitas/ noun [noncount] 
medical : polio 

1 POl»ish /'pa:liJV verb -ish>es; -ished; -ish-ing [+ obf] 

1 : to make (something) smooth and shiny by rubbing it ■ He 
polished his shoes. ■ She polished the silverware. 

2 : to improve (something) : to make (something) better 
than it was before ■ He spent the summer polishing his math 
skills. — often + up • Your essay needs to be polished up. = 
You need to polish up your essay. ■ They polished up ^prac¬ 
ticed singing/playing] some old songs for the performance. 

3 : to put nail polish on (a fingernail or toenail) ■ I polished 
her fingernails for her. [=1 painted her nails with nail polish] 
polish off [phrasal verb] 1 polish (something) off or polish 

off (something) informal : to finish (something) completely 
■ We polished off the whole pie. ■ He had polished off the 
book before bed. 2 polish (someone or something) off or 
polish off (someone or something) : to defeat (someone or 
something) in a contest, game, etc. ■ They polished off the 
visiting team, 6-0. 

— pol-ish-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a floor polisher [=a piece 
of equipment that is used to make a floor smooth and 
shiny] ■ She worked as a diamond polisher. — see also ap¬ 
ple polisher 

2 POlish noun, pi -ishes 

1 : a substance that is rubbed on a surface to make it smooth 
and shiny [noncount] I need more shoe/fumiture polish, 
[count] Did you use a wax polish on the table or an oil-based 
one? — see also nail polish 

2 [singular] : a smooth and shiny surface ■ Buff the floor fo a 
polish. [=until it has a smooth and shiny surface] ■ The stone 
takes a high polish. [=the stone can become very shiny when 
it is polished] 

3 [noncount] a : good quality or style that comes from 
practice or effort ■ The movie has the polish we’ve come to 
expect from that director. ■ His performance lacked polish. 
b somewhat old-fashioned : good manners ■ He’s rude and 
lacks polish. 

4 [singular] : the act of polishing something ■ She gave the 
statue a quick polish. — see also spit and polish 

Pol-ish /'pouliJV noun 

1 [noncount] : the language of Poland ■ Do you speak Polish' ? 

2 the Polish : the people of Poland ■ a tradition of the Polish 
[-Poles] 

— Polish adj ■ She is Polish. ■ Polish food/traditions 

polished adj 

1 : made smooth and shiny by polishing ■ polished silver/ 
granite ■ brightly polished fingernails 

2 [more —; most ~] : very impressive or skillful • This is a 
highly/very polished piece of writing. ■ The dancers gave a 
polished [= excellent ] performance. ■ She is a polished actress. 

3 [more most ~] somewhat old-fashioned : very polite 
: having good manners ■ a polished gentleman 

po*|it-bU-ro /'pada^bjaroo/ noun, pi -ros [count] : the 
main group of people in a Communist government who 
make decisions about policy 
PO«lite /pa'lait/ adj po*lit«er; -est [or more most ~] 

1 : having or showing good manners or respect for other 
people ■ Your children are very polite. [=they behave well 
with other people] ■ It was polite of him to hold the door for 
them. ■ Please be polite to the guests. ■ It isn’t polite to inter¬ 
rupt people when they’re talking. ■ He said he liked the show, 
but he was only being polite. [=he did not like the show, but 
he said that he did in order to show good manners] ■ When 
she called the painting “unique” that was just a polite [=nice] 
way of saying she didn’t like it. ■ She received some polite ap¬ 
plause despite the mistakes in her performance. ■ They had 
been fighting, but they were able to make polite [=civil] con¬ 
versation at dinner. 

2 always used before a noun : socially correct or proper ■ po¬ 
lite speech [=somewhat formal speech that is not offensive 
and can be used in all situations] ■ Certain words should not 
be used in polite society/company. [=with people who value 
good manners] 

— po-lite-ly adv ■ She asked them politely to leave. = She po¬ 
litely asked them to leave. ■ He is not, to put it politely [=to 
say this in a way that shows good manners], the best guitar 
player in the world. — polite-ness noun [noncount] • She 
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only did it out of politeness. [=to be polite; because she 
wanted to show good manners] 
pOl-i-tic /'paila.tik/ adj [more most ~] formal : showing 
good judgment especially in dealing with other people ■ It 
would not be politic to ignore them. ■ a politic [=tactfcil] an¬ 
swer/decision — see also body politic 
PO«lit»i»cal /pa'litikal/ adj 

1 : of or relating to politics or government ■ the American 
political system (=the way the American government is offi¬ 
cially organized, managed, etc.] ■ The senator has changed 
political parties. ■ Health care has become a major political 
issue in recent years. ■ apolitical leader ■ political ambition • 
a group of political activists ■ economic and political power ■ 
political reform ■ We need a political solution rather than a 
military solution. 

2 [more most ~]: interested in or active in politics ■ She is 
very political. 

3 always used before a noun : involving, concerned with, or 
accused of acts against a government ■ political prisoners 
[=people who are put in prison because of their political be¬ 
liefs and activities] ■ a political crime 

4 : relating to the things people do to gain or keep power or 
an advantage within a group, organization, etc. ■ His promo¬ 
tion was entirely political. [=he was promoted because a 
powerful person wanted him to be promoted and not be¬ 
cause he was qualified] ■ She claims that she was fired for po¬ 
litical reasons. 

political football see football 

— po-lit-i-cal-ly /pa'htikli/ adv 9 She’s politically liberal/ 
conservative. ■ It is a politically sensitive issue. ■ Politically, 
the country is divided. ■ The students are very politically 
active. ■ a politically motivated crime 

political action committee noun, pi ~ -tees [count] us 
: a group that is formed to give money to the political cam¬ 
paigns of people who are likely to make decisions that would 
benefit the group’s interests ■ The governor received over $3 
million in campaign contributions from political action com¬ 
mittees. — called also PAC 

politically correct adj [more most ~] sometimes disap¬ 
proving : agreeing with the idea that people should be careful 
to not use language or behave in a way that could offend a 
particular group of people ■ politically correct language/ 
terms ■ He later realized that his response was not politically 
correct. — abbr. PC 

— political correctness noun [noncount] 
politically incorrect adj [more most ~] : not avoiding 

language or behavior that could offend a particular group of 
people ■ a politically incorrect comment ■ politically incorrect 
humor 

— political incorrectness noun [noncount] 
political Science noun [noncount] : the study of govern¬ 
ments and how they work ■ a degree in political science 

— political scientist noun, pi ~ -tists [count] 9 Political 
scientists offered their views on the President’s policies. 

POl*i«ti»cian /.paila'tijan/ noun, pi -cians [count] : some¬ 
one who is active in government usually as an elected official 
pO-lit*i*cize also Brit po-lit*i-cise /pa'lita.saiz/ verb -ciz- 
es; -cized; -ciz-ing [+ obj] 

1 disapproving : to relate (an idea, issue, etc.) to politics in a 
way that makes people less likely to agree ■ They have politi¬ 
cized the budget process. — often used as (be) politicized 9 
Many people have expressed concerns that the investigation 
has been politicized. 9 Health care has become a highly politi¬ 
cized issue in recent years. 

2 : to cause (someone) to become involved or interested in 
government or politics — usually used as (be) politicized 9 
students politicized by the war 

— po-lit-i-ci-za-tion also Brit po<lit-i*ci-sa-tion /pa.litasa- 
'zeijan, Brit pajitaisai'zeijan/ noun [noncount] 9 the politi¬ 
cization of religion 

pOl*i*tick*ing /'paild'tikiq/ noun [noncount] often disap¬ 
proving : political activity that is done especially in order to 
win support or gain an advantage ■ She won the nomination 
after a lot of behind-the-scenes politicking. 
po-lit-i-co /p3'liti,kou/ noun, pi -COS [count] somewhat in¬ 
formal + often disapproving : politician • a politico who will 
do anything to win an election 
politics /'pa:la,tiks/ noun 

1 [noncount] : activities that relate to influencing the actions 
and policies of a government or getting and keeping power 
in a government ■ He is an important figure in American pol¬ 
itics. 9 The students discussed the latest news in national/lo¬ 


cal politics. 9 Politics has always interested her. = She’s always 
been interested in politics. — often used with a plural verb • 
Politics have always interested her. ■ He talked about the 
ways in which global politics are changing. ■ The mayor’s pol¬ 
itics [=the political decisions the mayor made] were often 
criticized during her time in office. — see also party poli¬ 
tics, power POLITICS 

2 [noncount] : the work or job of people (such as elected of¬ 
ficials) who are part of a government ■ Politics is a competi¬ 
tive profession. ■ She plans on going into politics. = She plans 
on entering politics. [=she plans on getting a job that in¬ 
volves politics] 

3 [plural] : the opinions that someone has about what should 
be done by governments : a person’s political thoughts and 
opinions ■ She has changed her politics. 9 His politics are very 
liberal/conservative. [=he believes that governments should 
be liberal/conservative] 

4 [noncount] often disapproving : the activities, attitudes, or 
behaviors that are used to get or keep power or an advantage 
within a group, organization, etc. ■ I don’t want to get in¬ 
volved in office politics. 9 She wrote a book about sexual pol¬ 
itics [=the way men and women deal with and behave to¬ 
ward each other] in the academic world. 

5 [noncount] chiefly Brit : political science ■ a degree in 
politics 

play politics disapproving : to say or do things for political 
reasons instead of doing what is right or what is best for 
other people ■ She’s been accused of playing politics with 
the investigation. ■ Legislators need to stop playing politics 
with our future. 

pol-i-ty /'pailati/ noun, pi -ties formal 

1 [count] : something (such as a country or state) that has a 
government: a politically organized unit ■ the polities of me¬ 
dieval Italy 

2 [noncount] : a form of government ■ the American polity 
pol*ka /'poulka, Brit 'polka/ noun, pi -kas [count] 

1 : a lively dance for couples ■ We danced a polka. 

2 : the music for a polka ■ The band played a polka. 
pol*ka dot /'pooka-/ noun, pi ~ dots [count] : one of a se¬ 
ries of dots that make a pattern especially on fabric or cloth¬ 
ing — usually plural ■ The dress has polka dots on it. — see 
color picture on page C12 

— polka—dot or pol-ka—dot-ted /'pouka.daitad/ adj 9 a 
polka-dotted skirt [=a skirt with a pattern of polka dots] 

1 poll /'pool/ noun,pi polls 

1 [count] : an activity in which several or many people are 
asked a question or a series of questions in order to get infor¬ 
mation about what most people think about something ■ The 
magazine conducted a poll to find out the favorite 100 mov¬ 
ies of all time. ■ A recent poll shows a decrease in the number 
of teenagers who smoke. — see also exit poll, opinion 
POLL, STRAW POLL 

2 a [count] : the record of votes that were made by people in 
an election — usually plural ■ The polls show that she’s 
ahead with 55 percent of the votes. = She’s ahead in the polls 
with 55 percent of the votes, b [noncount] Brit : the number 
of votes made in an election ■ The candidate won with 55 
percent of the poll. [=(C/S) vote] 

3 the polls : the places where people vote during an election 
■ The polls are open until 8:00 tonight. ■ Voters went to the 
polls today. [=people voted today] ■ He was defeated at the 
polls. [=he lost the election] 

2 poll verb polls; polled; polling [+ obj] 

1 : to ask (several or many people) a question or a series of 
questions in order to get information about what most peo¬ 
ple think about something ■ The magazine polled its readers 
on their eating habits. [=the magazine took/conducted a poll 
of its readers to find out about their eating habits] ■ About 
half of the people polled had tried smoking. 

2 : to receive (a specified number or percentage of votes) in 
an election ■ The conservative candidate polled more than 
10,000 votes in the last election. 

pol-len /'pailan/ noun [noncount] : the very fine usually yel¬ 
low dust that is produced by a plant and that is carried to 
other plants of the same kind usually by wind or insects so 
that the plants can produce seeds 
pollen count noun, pi ~ counts [count] : a number that 
indicates the amount of pollen in the air and that is used by 
people who get sick from breathing in pollen ■ The weather 
forecast said that the pollen count will be high tomorrow. 
poMi-nate /'paila.neit/ verb -nates; -nat-ed; -nat-ing [+ 
obj] : to give (a plant) pollen from another plant of the same 
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kind so that seeds will be produced ■ The plants/flowers are 
pollinated by bees. 

— poMi-na-tion /,pa:l3'nei/3n/ noun [noncount] • Pollina¬ 
tion is required for plants to produce seeds. — poMi»na- 
tor /'pa:l3,neita>/ noun, pi -tors [count] ■ Honeybees are a 
common pollinator of flowers. 

polling noun [noncount] 

1 : the act of asking a person a question as part of a survey 
or poll ■ The polling was done by telephone. 

2 chiefly Brit : the act of voting in an election ■ Polling starts 
at 8 a.m. ■ (Brit) It’s polling day [ =(US ) election day] today. 

polling booth noun, pi ~ booths [count] Brit : voting 

BOOTH 

polling place noun, pi ~ places [count] US : a building 
where people go to vote in an election — called also (Brit) 
polling station 

poMi-wog also poMy-wog /'pa:li,wa:g/ noun, pi -wogs 
[count] US : tadpole 

pollster /'poulsta*/ noun, pi -sters [count] : someone who 
makes questions for a poll, asks questions in a poll, or col¬ 
lects and presents results from a poll 
poll tax noun, pi ~ tax-es [count] : a tax that each adult has 
to pay in order to vote in an election ^ Poll taxes are no 
longer legal in the U.S. 

poMut-ant /pa'luitpt/ noun, pi -ants [count] : a substance 
that makes land, water, air, etc., dirty and not safe or suit¬ 
able to use : something that causes pollution • air/water pol¬ 
lutants ■ environmental/industrial pollutants • chemical/toxic 
pollutants 

poMute /pa'luit/ verb -lutes; -lut-ed; -lut-ing [+ obj] : to 
make (land, water, air, etc.) dirty and not safe or suitable to 
use • Waste from the factory had polluted [contaminated] 
the river. ■ Miles of beaches were polluted by the oil spill. ■ 
Car exhaust pollutes the air. — often used figuratively • Vio¬ 
lence on television is polluting the minds of children. 

— polluted adj [more most ~] ■ polluted beaches/air • The 
river is polluted. — pol-lut-er noun, pi -ers [count] • Pollut¬ 
ers will be fined. ■ The company is one of the worst pollut¬ 
ers in the country. 

POMu*tion /pa'luijan/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the action or process of making land, water, air, etc., 
dirty and not safe or suitable to use ■ industrial practices that 
have caused pollution of the air and water 

2 : substances that make land, water, air, etc., dirty and not 
safe or suitable to use ■ The tests showed high levels of pollu¬ 
tion in the water/air. • The fish are dying of/from pollution. 

— see also light pollution, noise pollution 
PoMy»an»na /,pa:li'£en3/ noun, pi -nas [count] disapprov¬ 
ing : someone who thinks good things will always happen 
and finds something good in everything ■ I’m no Pollyanna, 
but I do think some good will come out of this. 

— PoMy-an-na-ish /.pcnli'genaiJV also PoMy-an-nlsh 
/,pa:li' 2 eniX/ adj ■ Poltyannaish illusions/beliefs 

pollywog variant spelling of polliwog 
po«lo /'poulou/ noun [noncount] : a game played by two 
teams of four players who ride horses while using long mal¬ 
lets to hit a wooden ball into a goal — see also water polo 
polo neck noun, pi ~ necks [count] Brit: turtleneck 1 
polo Shirt noun, pi ~ shirts [count] : a shirt with a collar 
and a few buttons at the neck that you put on by pulling 
over your head — see color picture on page Cl4 
pol-ter-geist /■poulta^gaist/ noun, pi -geists [count] : a 
ghost that makes strange noises and causes objects to move 
poly- combining form : many ■ po/ygamous ■ polyglot 
poly-es-ter /,pa:li'£st;*/ noun [noncount] : a material that is 
made from a chemical process and that is used for making 
many different products including fabrics ■ The shirt is made 
of polyester. ■ a polyester shirt ■ The sheets are a cotton and 
polyester blend. 

poly-eth-yl*ene Apculi'cGaJiin/ noun [noncount] US : a 
light and strong plastic that is used mainly in sheets for pack¬ 
aging — called also (Brit) polythene 
po-lyg-a-my /pa'ligami/ noun [noncount] : the state or 
practice of being married to more than one person at the 
same time • Some cultures practice polygamy. — compare 

MONOGAMY 

— polyg-a-mist /pa'ligamist/ noun, pi -mists [count] ■ He/ 
She is a polygamist. — po-lyg-a-mous /pa'ligamas/ adj • a 
polygamous marriage 

poly-glot /‘pccl^glait/ adj, formal 
1 : knowing or using several languages : multilingual ■ 


polyglot travelers ■ a polyglot population 
2 : made up of people or things from different cultures, 
countries, etc. ■ a polyglot community made up of many cul¬ 
tures 

— polyglot noun, pi -glots [count] • She was a polyglot who 
was fluent in four languages. 

poly«gon /'po:li,go:n/ noun, pi -gons [count] mathematics 
: a flat shape that has three or more straight lines and angles 
■ Pentagons, hexagons, and octagons are all kinds of poly¬ 
gons. — see picture at geometry 
polygraph /'pa:li,gr 2 ef, Brit 'pDli,gru:f/ noun, pi -graphs 
[count] 

1 : lie detector ■ They hooked him up to the polygraph 
and began the test. 

2 US : a test that is done with a lie detector to see if someone 
is telling the truth ■ She was asked to take a polygraph. 

poly«math /'pa:li,m£e0/ noun, pi -maths [count] formal 
; someone who knows a lot about many different things 
poly-mer /'pailanW noun, pi -mers [count] chemistry : a 
chemical compound that is made of small molecules that are 
arranged in a simple repeating structure to form a larger 
molecule 

poly-mor-phous ^pculi'moafas/ adj, formal + technical 
: having or occurring in many different forms, styles, or 
stages of development ■ a polymorphous rash ■ polymorphous 
sexuality 

pol*yp /'pdilap/ noun, pi -yps [count] 

1 medical : a small lump that grows inside your body (such 
as inside your colon or on your vocal cords) 

2 : a small sea animal (such as a coral) that has a body 
shaped like a tube 

poly*SyMab«iC ^parlisa'lsebik/ adj, technical : having 
more than three syllables ■ polysyllabic words 
poly*tech*nic /ipaili'tekiuk/ noun, pi -nics [count]: a col¬ 
lege or university that provides training in technical and 
practical sciences 

— polytechnic adj, always used before a noun • a polytech¬ 
nic university/institute 

poly«the«ism /'pailuGiijizam/ noun [noncount] : the belief 
that there is more than one god 

— poly-the-ist / l pa:li,Gi:jist/ noun, pi -Ists [count] — poly- 
the*is-tic /,pa:liGi'istik/ adj ■ polytheistic religions 

poly-thene /'paita.Giin/ noun [noncount] Brit : polyethyl¬ 
ene 

poly«un*sat-U-rat-ed Apail^An'ssetfa^eitad/ adj, techni¬ 
cal — used to describe a type of oil or fat that is found espe¬ 
cially in nuts and fish and that is better for your health than 
saturated fats and trans fats ■ polyunsaturated fats/oils 

— compare monounsaturated, unsaturated 
poly*lire*thane /^ali'j^raiGein/ noun [noncount] : a type 

of plastic that is used to make various products and especial¬ 
ly to make a clear liquid that is spread on a surface (such as a 
wooden floor) and that becomes hard when it dries ■ The 
floor will need two coats of polyurethane. 
polyvinyl chloride noun [noncount] technical : pvc 
pomade /pou'meid, Brit pa'maid/ noun, pi -mades [count] 
: a thick substance that is used to style hair 
pome-gran-ate /'pa:m3,gr2en3t/ noun, pi -ates [count] : a 
round, red fruit that has a thick skin and many large seeds 
pom-mel /'pAmal/ noun, pi -mels [count] : a high, round 
part on the front of a saddle 

pommel horse noun, pi ~ horses [count]: a laige piece 
of equipment used in gymnastics that is like a very thick 
bench with two handles on top of it — called also horse 
pomp /'pcump/ noun [noncount] : the impressive decora¬ 
tions, music, clothing etc., that are part of some formal 
events ■ the pomp [~splendor J of a royal ceremony 
pomp and circumstance : impressive formal activities or 
ceremonies ■ The prime minister was greeted with pomp 
and circumstance. • the pomp and circumstance of a presi¬ 
dential inauguration 

ponvpa-dour /'pcumpa^o noun, pi -dours [count] chief¬ 
ly US a. hairstyle worn especially by men in which the hair 
is combed into a high mound at the front of the head — 
called also (Brit) quiff 

pom-pom /'paim.paim/ noun, pi -poms [count] 

1 : a small, soft ball that is used as a decoration especially on 
clothing ■ The hat had a pom-pom [-(chiefly Brit) bobble] on 
top. 

2 : a large collection of plastic strings attached to a handle 
that is waved by cheerleaders 
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pomp'OUS /'paimpas/ adj [more most ~] disapproving 
: having or showing the attitude of people who speak and be¬ 
have in a very formal and serious way because they believe 
that they are better, smarter, or more important than other 
people • a pompous [=, self-important J politician ■ a pompous 
remark ■ She found it difficult to talk about her achieve¬ 
ments without sounding pompous. 

— pom-pos-i-ty /.paim'paisati/ noun, pi -ties [j noncount j 
theatrical pomposity [count] the pomposities [=pompous 
remarks and actions] of elected officials — pomp*ous*ly 
adv • a suggestion she had pompously dismissed 

ponce /'pa:ns/ noun, pi ponc*es [count] Brit, informal 

1 : pimp 

2 offensive : a homosexual man or a man who dresses and 
behaves in a way that seems feminine 

2 ponce /'pains/ verb ponces; ponced; ponc-lng 

ponce about/around [phrasal verb] Brit, informal: to spend 
time doing things that are not useful or serious : to waste 
time doing silly things ■ It’s time to stop poncing about and 
get busy. 

pon-Cho /'paintfou/ noun, pi -chos [count] : a piece of 
clothing that is used as a coat and that is made of a single 
piece of cloth or plastic with a hole in the middle for a per¬ 
son’s head to go through 
pond /*pa:nd/ noun, pi ponds 

1 [count] : an area of water that is surrounded by land and 
that is smaller than a lake 

2 the pond informal : the Atlantic Ocean ■ They moved here 
from across the pond. 

a big fish In a small pond see 'fish 
pon-der /'paind^/ verb -ders; -dered; -der-ing : to think 
about or consider (something) carefully [+ obj] He pondered 
the question before he answered. ■ The team pondered their 
chances of success. ■ We pondered whether we could afford 
the trip, [no obj] — + on, over , or about • She paused to pon¬ 
der on the situation. ■ We pondered over/about what to do. 
pon*der*OUS /‘paindaras/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : very boring or dull ■ students struggling to stay awake 
during a ponderous lecture 

2 : slow or awkward because of weight and size ■ the ele¬ 
phant’s ponderous movements 

— pon-der-OUS-ly adv ■ a ponderously technical lecture ■ 
He walked ponderously up the stairs. — pon*der*OUS- 
ness noun [noncount] 

1 pong /‘pa-.g/ noun, pi pongs [count] Brit, informal : an un¬ 
pleasant smell ■ the pong of stale cigarette smoke 
2 pong verb pongs; ponged; pong-ing [no obj] Brit, infor¬ 
mal : to have an unpleasant smell • foods that make your 
brcathpong a bit 

pontiff or pon-tlff /'paintaf/ noun, pi -tiffs [count] formal 
: pope 

pon-tlf-l-cal /pan'tifikal/ adj, always used before a noun, 
formal : of, relating to, or coming from a pope ■ pontifical 
authority 

pon-tlf-i-cate /pan'tif3,keit/ verb -cates; -cat-ed; -eat¬ 
ing [no obj] disapproving : to speak or express your opinion 
about something in a way that shows that you think you are 
always right ■ We had to listen to her pontificate about/on the 
best way to raise children. 

2 pon*tiM*cate /pan'tifakat/ noun, pi -cates [count] 

1 : the position of a pope ■ He was elected to the pontificate 
last year. 

2 : the period of time during which a particular person is 
pope ■ during the pontificate of Pope John Paul II 

pon-toon /pan'tuin/ noun, pi -toons [count] : a large hol¬ 
low container filled with air that is used to make a structure 
(such as a boat, airplane, or bridge) float on top of water ■ 
The boat had two pontoons. ■ They built a pontoon bridge. 
[=a bridge that floats on the water and is held up by pon¬ 
toons] ■ a pontoon plane [=an airplane that has pontoons on 
the bottom so that it can float on water] 

1 po*ny /'pouni/ noun, pi po«nies [count] : a small horse ■ He 
rode a pony. — see also one-trick pony 
dog and pony show see 'dog 
2 pony verb po-nies; po-nled; po-ny-lng 

pony up [phrasal verb] US, informal 1 : to pay money for 
something ■ When the bill came, we all had to pony up. 
[-pay up] = We all had to pony up for the bill. 2 pony up 
(something) : to pay (money) for something ■ We ponied 
up $160 for the concert tickets, 
po-ny-tail /'pouni,teil/ noun, pi -tails [count]: a way of ar- 


ranging hair by gathering it together at the back of the head 
and letting it hang down freely ■ She usually wears her hair 
pulled/tied back in a ponytail. — see picture at HAIR 
Pon-zi scheme /'pamzi-/ noun,pi ~ schemes [count] US 

: PYRAMID SCHEME 
POO /'pu:/ noun, informal 

1 [noncount] : solid waste passed out of the body : feces ■ 
dog poo [=poop] 

2 [singular] : the act of passing solid waste from the body — 
used especially by children in the phrases take a poo and do 
a poo 

-poo verb poos; pooed; pooling [no obj] • The dog 
pooed on the lawn. 

-poo /,pu:/ combining form, US, informal + disapproving — 
used to suggest that something is small, unimportant, or 
childish in some way • They all have these cutesy-poo nick¬ 
names I find so annoying. 

POO— bah variant spelling of pooh-bah 
pooch /'puitf/ noun, pi pooch-es [count] informal: a dog ■ 
What a cute little pooch ! 

poo-dle /'puidl/ noun, pi poodles [count] : a type of dog 
that has thick, curly hair — see picture at dog 
1 poof /'pu:f/ interj — used to say that something has hap¬ 
pened suddenly or that someone or something has disap¬ 
peared ■ One minute she was here, then poof, she was gone. ■ 
I took a pill and poof —my headache vanished. 

2 poof noun, pi poofs [count] Brit, informal + offensive : a ho¬ 
mosexual man 

poof'ter /'puifta*/ noun, pi -ters [count] Brit, informal + of¬ 
fensive : a homosexual man 
pooh /'pu:/ interj, informal 

1 — used to show that you think an idea, suggestion, etc., is 
not very good ■ Oh, pooh, that’s a terrible idea! 

2 Brit — used to express disgust at an unpleasant smell ■ 
Pooh ! What stinks? 

pooh—bah also poo-bah / , pu:,ba://ion/i,p/-bahs [count] 
often disapproving: a person who has a lot of power or influ¬ 
ence • an annual gathering of airline industry pooh-bahs 
pooh-pooh /'pu:,pu:/ verb -poohs; -poohed; -pooh- 
ing [+ obj] informal : to think or say that (something) is not 
very good or not true ■ They pooh-poohed my idea/sugges¬ 
tion. • He pooh-poohed the idea that the house was haunted. ■ 
The campers pooh-poohed our warnings about the storm. 

1 pool /'pu:I/ noun, pi pools [count] 

T : swimming pool ■ She dove into the pool. ■ an indoor 
pool • Is it an aboveground pool or an inground pool ? 

2 a : a small area of water ■ tide pods on the beach — see 
also wading pool b : a small amount of liquid or light 
that is on a surface — often + of • They found a pool [spud¬ 
dle] of blood on the floor. ■ They stood in a pool of light. — 
sometimes used figuratively ■ Her eyes were pools o/blue. 

- compare 3 pool 

2 pool verb pools; pooled; pooMng [no obj] : to form a pool 
or puddle ■ Water pooled on the floor. — compare "pool 
pool noun, pi pools 

1 [count]: the money that is bet by people on an event (such 
as a sports game) ■ He won the weekly football pool. ■ The 
pool was split among three people. 

2 [noncount] : a game played on a long table in which players 
use a long stick and a white ball to hit 15 colored balls into 
one of six pockets around the table ■ He enjoys playing/ 
shooting pool. ■ a. pool table ■ a pool cue — called also pocket 
billiards', compare billiards, snooker 

3 [count] : an amount of money that has been collected from 
many people for some purpose • They each put $20 into the 
pool. ■ an investment pool 

4 [count]: a supply of things or people that are available for 
use ■ The team has a pool of talent waiting in the minor 
leagues. ■ a pool of jurors ■ We dipped into our pool of re¬ 
sources. — see also gene pool, motor pool 

5 [count] : a group of people who do the same job or activity 
together ■ The President answered questions from journalists 
in the press pool. ■ the secretarial pool — see also car pool 

- compare 'pool 

4 poo! verb pools; pooled; pooMng [+ obj] : to combine 
(something) to form a supply which can be used by a group 
of people ■ We pooled our money together and rented a car. ■ 
We can do more when we pool our ideas and resources. 

- compare 2 pool 

pool-room /'pu:l,ru:m/ noun, pi -rooms [count] : a room 
that has a pool table or many pool tables : a room where 
people play pool 
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pOOl*side /'pu:l,said/ noun [noncount] : the area next to or 
near the side of a swimming pool ■ We had lunch at the pool- 
side. — often used before another noun ■ a poolside barbe¬ 
cue/bar 

— poolside adv • Sunbathers were relaxing poolside. ■ We 
had lunch poolside. 

’poop /'pu:p/ verb poops; pooped; poop-ing [no obj] US, 

informal : to pass solid waste from the body : defecate ■ 
The dog pooped on the lawn. — compare 3 poop 
2 pOOp noun, US, informal 

1 [ noncount ] : solid waste passed out of the body : feces ■ 
dog poop 

2 [singular] : the act of passing solid waste from the body ■ 
The dog did a poop on the lawn. 

3 poop verb poops; pooped; pooping 

poop out [phrasal verb] US, informal 1 : to stop working 
properly ■ The old radio finally pooped out. 2 a : to be¬ 
come very tired ■ We worked all morning but we pooped 
out in the afternoon, b poop (someone) out : to make 
(someone) very tired ■ That hike really pooped me out. ■ 
I’m all pooped out. 

— compare 1 poop 

poop deck noun, pi ~ decks [count] : the flat surface on 
the raised structure at the rear of a ship 
pooped ad), not used before a noun, US, informal : very tired 
■ We were pooped after a long day of work. 
pOOp*er—SCOOp-er /'puipa^skuipa-/ noun, pi -ers [count] 
informal : a device that is used for picking up dog feces so 
that it can be thrown away 

poor /'pu»/ adj poor-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : having little money or few possessions : not having 
enough money for the basic things that people need to live 
properly ■ We were too poor to buy new clothes. ■ The orga¬ 
nization helps poor families/people. • a poor country/neigh¬ 
borhood — opposite RICH 

2 : having a very small amount of something ■ a poor crop ■ 
She has a poor vocabulary. — often + in ■ Junk food is poor 
in vitamins and nutrients. — opposite RICH 

3 : not good in quality or condition : bad ■ a poor effort ■ It 
was a poor attempt at a joke. ■ a poor performance ■ He is in 
poor condition/health. ■ She couldn’t read the sign because 
her vision was too poor. ■ The joke was in poor taste. [=the 
joke was offensive or not polite] ■ He has a poor opinion of 
her. [=he does not think she is good; he does not like her] 

4 : not skilled at something : not able to do something well ■ 
He was such a poor plumber that he couldn’t fix a simple 
leak. ■ a poor golfer * She is a poor judge of character. ■ I am 
poor [=(more commonly) bad] at math. 

5 always used before a noun — used to refer to someone or 
something in a way that shows sympathy ■ The poor kitten 
hurt its paw. ■ Leave the poor guy alone. ■ You’re all by your¬ 
self, you poor thing. ■ Poor John has been sick for days. 

a poor second/third (etc.) — used to say that someone fin¬ 
ished a race or contest a long way behind the winner ■ He 
came in a poor second in the race. [=he finished second but 
was far behind the winner] ■ She was a poor second in the 
tournament. 

make a poor fist of see fist 

poor man ’si — used to refer to someone (such as a per¬ 
former) who is like another person in some ways but not 
as talented or successful ■ a young actor who is said to be 
the poor man’s James Dean 2 — used to refer to some¬ 
thing that is like something else but not as expensive ■ Pew¬ 
ter is the poor man's silver. 
the poor : poor people ■ He gave money to the poor. 
poor*hOUSe /'pua'jhaus/ noun, pi -hous*es [count] old- 
fashioned : a place for poor people to live that is paid for by 
the taxes, donations, etc., of other people 
1 poor*ly /'puaJi/ adv : in a poor or bad manner : in a way 
that is not good or satisfactory ■ The essay was so poorly 
[=badly] written that it made no sense. ■ a poorly run business 
2 pOOrly adj, Brit, informal : somewhat ill ■ feeling poorly 
1 pop /'pa.:p/ verb pops; popped; pop-ping 

1 a : to suddenly break open or come away from something 
often with a short, loud noise [no obj] The balloon popped, 
[-burst] • We heard the sound of corks popping as the cele¬ 
bration began. ■ One of the buttons popped off my sweater. 
[+ obj] Don’t pop that balloon! ■ She popped the cork on the 
champagne. [=she opened the bottle of champagne by re¬ 
moving the cork] b [no obj] : to make a short, loud noise ■ 
Guns were popping in the distance. 

2 : to cook (popcorn) [+ obj] We popped some popcorn in 


the microwave, [no obj] The popcorn is done popping. 

3 [no obj] informal a : to come from, into, or out of a place 
suddenly or briefly ■ I didn’t mean to say that—it just popped 
out. "Her shoulder popped out of its socket. "He opened the 
box, and out popped a mouse. ■ A funny thought just popped 
into my head. [=1 just thought of something funny] ■ The ca¬ 
thedral suddenly popped into view. [=1 could suddenly see 
the cathedral] ■ Her father pops in and out of her life. [=her 
father is sometimes involved in her life and sometimes not] 
b always followed by an adverb or preposition : to go to or 
from a place quickly, suddenly, or briefly "If you are busy, I 
can pop back in later. ■ She popped over for a cup of tea. = 
(Brit) She popped round for a cup of tea. ■ My neighbor 
popped in for a visit. ■ I need to pop into the drugstore for 
some film. ■ She popped out for a minute. She should be back 
soon. ■ I’ll pop down to the post office during my break. 

4 always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj] informal 
: to put (something) in, into, or onto a place suddenly or 
briefly ■ She popped a CD in the player. • He popped a quar¬ 
ter in the jukebox. ■ I popped a grape into my mouth. ■ He 
popped [ =stuck] his head out the window. 

5 When your ears pop, you feel a sudden change of pres¬ 
sure in your ears as you are going up or down in an airplane, 
on a steep road, etc. 

6 If your eyes pop, they open very wide because you are 
surprised, afraid, excited, etc. ■ When I saw the new car, my 
eyes practically popped out of my head. 

7 [+ obj] US, informal : to hit (someone) ■ I felt like popping 
him (one). 

8 [no obj] baseball : to hit a pop fly ■ He popped [=popped up] 
to the second baseman in the first inning. ■ The batter 
popped out [=hit a pop fly that was caught for an out] 

9 [+ obj] US, informal : to open and drink (a bottle or can of 
beer) ■ They stopped at a bar to pop a few beers after work. 
pop off [phrasal verb] informal 1 : to die especially in a sud¬ 
den or unexpected way ■ The old man popped off before he 
could rewrite his will. 2 US : to talk loudly or angrily to 
someone ■ The hockey player was ejected from the game 
for popping off to the referee. 

pop on [phrasal verb] Brit, informal pop on (something) or 
pop (something) on : to put on (clothing) quickly ■ pop on 
a hat 

pop open 1 : to open suddenly and quickly ■ The suitcase/ 
lid popped open. 2 : to open (something) suddenly and 
quickly ■ She popped the umbrella open. ■ He popped open 
a cold beer. 

pop pills informal : to take a lot of pills regularly ■ I’ve been 
popping pills all week for this cold. ■ He spends his time get¬ 
ting drunk and popping pills. 

pop the question informal : to ask someone to marry you ■ 
He popped the question on Christmas Day. 
pop up [phrasal verb] informal 1 : to appear in usually a 
sudden or unexpected way • Coffee shops seem to be pop¬ 
ping up everywhere. ■ New evidence has been popping up 
every day in the trial. ■ Problems kept popping up. 2 base¬ 
ball : to hit a high fly ball that does not go very far : to hit 
a pop fly ■ The batter popped up [-popped] to the second 
baseman. — see also POP-UP 

2 pop noun, pi pops 

1 [count] : a short, loud sound ■ We heard a loud pop when 
the lights went out. 

2 informal : SODA pop [noncount] a bottle of pop [=soda] 
[count] Two pops, please. 

3 [count] baseball : pop fly 

a pop US, informal : for each one : apiece ■ The tickets are 
selling at $50 a pop. 

take a pop at informal 1 : to try to hit (someone) ■ Some 
drunk took a pop at me. 2 chiefly Brit : to criticize (some¬ 
one) publicly ■ He took a pop at his rival. 

- compare 4 pop, 5 pop 

3 pop adj, always used before a noun 

1 : of or relating to things that are popular and often talked 
about on television, in newspapers, etc. ■ pop culture/psy¬ 
chology/fiction 

2 : of or relating to popular music * pop rock • a pop artist/ 
singer/star [=a person who sings popular music] 

4 pop noun, pi pops 

1 [noncount] : music that is popular ■ The radio station plays 
pop. 

2 Pops [noncount] US : an orchestra that plays popular mu¬ 
sic — used in names ■ the Boston/Cincinnati Pops 

- compare 2 pop, 5 pop 


pop • pop-up 
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5 pOp noun, pi pops US, informal + old-fashioned 

1 [count\ : a person’s father — usually singular ■ Hey Pop, 
can I borrow one of your ties? ■ My pop likes watching foot¬ 
ball. 

2 pops often humorous — used as a form of address for an 
old man ■ Need help with that package, pops ? — see also 
MOM-AND-POP 

- compare 2 pop, 4 pop 
pop. abbr population 

pop art or Pop Art noun [noncount] : art in which common 
objects (such as road signs, hamburgers, comic strips, or 
soup cans) are used or shown 

— pop artist or Pop artist noun, pi ~ -ists [count] 
pop*COrn /'pa:p,ko»n/ noun [noncount] 

: com in the form of hard yellow seeds that 
burst open and become soft and white 
when they are heated ■ We watched a mov¬ 
ie and ate (a bag of) popcorn. 
pope or Pope /'poup/ noun, pi popes or 
Popes [count] : the head of the Roman 
Catholic Church ■ The cardinals elected a 
new pope. • Pope Benedict XVI 
pop-eyed /’pa:p,aid/ adj 

1 : having eyes that stick out ■ pop-eyed 
bullfrogs 

2 : having eyes that are open very wide be- 
cause of surprise, fear, excitement, etc. ■ 

He stared pop-eyed as the huge wave came popcorn 
straight towards the boat. 

pop fly noun, pi ~ flies [count] baseball : a very high fly ball 
that does not go very far ■ He hit a high pop fly to the second 
baseman. — called also pop, pop-up 
pop-gun / l pa:p,gAn/ noun, pi -guns [count]: a toy gun that 
shoots corks and makes a loud noise 
pop-lar /'paipW noun, pi -lars [count] : a tall, thin tree that 
has rough bark, soft wood, and very small groups of flowers 
pop-lin /'paiplan/ noun [noncount] : a strong cotton cloth 
pop-over / , pa:p,ouv 0 i / noun, pi -overs [count] US : a type 
of bread roll that is very light and that is made from eggs, 
milk, and flour 

poppa variant spelling of papa 
pop-per /'paipa 1 / noun, pi -pers [count] 

1 : a pan or electric machine for making popcorn ■ a pop¬ 
corn popper 

2 Brit : 2 snap 3 

pop-pet /'paipat/ noun, pi -pets [count] Brit, informal — 
used to talk in a loving way to or about a child ■ It’s time for 
bed, poppet. 



pop-py /'paipi/ noun, pi -pies [count] : a type of plant that 
has bright red or orange flowers and that is the source of opi¬ 
um; also : its flower 

pop-py-COCk /'pa:pi,ka:k/ noun [noncount] informal + old- 
fashioned : foolish words or ideas : nonsense ■ That’s a lot 
of poppycock ;! 

poppy seed noun, pi ~ seeds [count] : the small, black 
seed of a poppy that is used in baked goods (such as breads 
and cakes) ■ Sprinkle poppy seeds on the bread before bak¬ 
ing. ■ a poppy seed cake 

pop quiz noun, pi ~ qulz-zes [count] US : a short test that 
a teacher gives to students without warning 

Pop-Si-Cle /'pa.psikal/ trademark — used for flavored and 
colored water frozen on a stick 


pop—top /'pa:p,ta:p/ noun, pi -tops [count] US : the part of 
a can’s top that can be removed by pulling a ring 
pop-U-lace /'paipjabs/ noun [singular] formal : the people 
who live in a country or area ■ The populace has suffered 
greatly. ■ a diverse/educated populace • the general populace 
[=the ordinary or common people] 

POP-U-lar /'pcupjab/ adj 

1 [more most ~] a : liked or enjoyed by many people - 
They have names that were popular a century ago. ■ He is a 
popular guy in school. ■ a popular actor • Spicy foods have 
become increasingly popular. ■ This is our most popular 
[^best-selling] brand of sneaker. — often + with or among • 
The bar is popular with college students. - This TV show is es¬ 
pecially popular among women. — opposite unpopular b 
: accepted, followed, used, or done by many people ■ That is 
a very popular misconception. ■ The word “groovy” was pop¬ 
ular in the 1960s but it’s outdated now. ■ Her theories are 


popular among social scientists. ■ Contrary to popular belief/ 
opinion [=in spite of what many people believe], fame does 


have its drawbacks. — opposite unpopular 

2 always used before a noun : of, relating to, or coming from 
most of the people in a country, society, or group ■popular 
government ■ popular culture • the popular vote — see also 
popular demand at ‘demand 

3 always used before a noun, somewhat formal : designed or 
intended for the average person : capable of being under¬ 
stood by ordinary people ■ popular mechanics ■ a popular his¬ 
tory of physics 

pop-U-lar-i-ty Apaipja'lerati/ noun [noncount] : state of be¬ 
ing liked, enjoyed, accepted, or done by a large number of 
people : the quality or state of being popular ■ Acupuncture 
has grown/gained (in) popularity [=has become more popu¬ 
lar] in the West. ■ the increasing popularity of cell phones ■ 
The candidate is winning/losing popularity with/among vot¬ 
ers. [=is becoming more/less popular with/among voters] 
popularity contest noun, pi ~ -tests [count] : a contest 
or situation in which the person who wins or is most success¬ 
ful is the one who is most popular rather than the one who is 
most skillful, qualified, etc. ■ The election was just ^popular¬ 
ity contest. Voters didn’t really care about the issues. — often 
used to say that someone or something is not popular ■ After 
laying off hundreds of workers, the company isn’t going to 
win any popularity contests around here. [=the company is 
not well liked after laying off hundreds of workers] 
pop-U-lar-ize also Brit pop-u-lar-ise /'pcupjala^aiz/ verb 
-iz-es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ obf] 

1 : to cause (something) to be liked, enjoyed, accepted, or 
done by many people : to make (something) popular ■ a 
phrase that was popularized by its use in a hit TV show ■ 
Dream analysis was popularized by Sigmund Freud. 

2 : to make (something that is difficult or complicated) sim¬ 
pler and easier to understand for the average person ■ The 
book presents a popularized version of American history. 

— pop-u-lar-i-za-tion also Brit pop-u-lar-i-sa-tion 
/ipCLpjabra'zeiJan, Brit ,pDpj3b,rai , zeij3n/ noun [non¬ 
count] ■ the popularization of yoga 

pop-u-lar-ly /'paipjala'li/ adv 

1 : by many people or most people ■ a popularly held belief ■ 
The polygraph machine is more popularly [-commonly] 
known as a “lie detector.” 

2 : by being chosen or voted for by most of the people ■ He 
was the country’s first popularly elected leader. [=the coun¬ 
try’s first leader who was chosen in an election rather than in 
some other way] 

pop-U-late /'pa:pj3,leit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -lat-ing [+ 

obj] : to live in (a country, city, area, etc.) : to make up the 
population of (a place) ■ Immigrants began to populate the 
area in the late 19th century. ■ Strange creatures populate the 
ocean depths. — often used as (be) populated ■ The country 
is populated by many ethnic groups. — often used figurative¬ 
ly ■ The area is populated by small farms. [=the area has 
many small farms] ■ His stories are populated with real-life 
characters. 

— populated adj [more most —] ■ a densely/heavily popu¬ 
lated area [=an area where many people live] ■ a sparsely/ 
thinly populated area [=an area where few people live] ■ 
The most populated region of the country [=the region 
where most people live] is in the south. 

P OP-U-la-tion /ipaipja'leijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : the number of people who live in a place [count] The 
world’s population has increased greatly. — often + of ■ The 
population of New York City is over eight million, [non¬ 
count] The city has experienced an increase in population. — 
often used before another noun ■ population growth/control 
■ a population explosion/boom [=a sudden large increase in 
the number of people or animals in an area] 

2 [count] : a group of people or animals of a particular kind 
that live in a place ■ There has been a sharp reduction in the 
bat population in this region. ■ the rural population of Amer¬ 
ica ■ the educated/Jewish/adult population 

pOp-U-llSt /■pcupjalist/ adj : of or relating to a political party 
that claims to represent ordinary people • populist leaders 

— pop-u-lism /'pa:pj3,liz3m/ noun [noncount] ■ His popu¬ 
lism appeals to a broad range of voters. — populist noun, 
pi -Ists [count] ■ She is a populist. 

pop-U-IOUS /'pa:pjabs/ adj [more most ~] formal : hav¬ 
ing a large population ■ a populous seaport ■ the most popu¬ 
lous state in the U.S. 

1 pop—Up /'pa:p,/vp/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : having a picture that stands up when a page is opened ■ a 
pop-up book ■ a pop-up card 
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2 computers : appearing on the screen over another window 
or document ■ a pop-up menu ■ pop-up ads 
2 pop—lip noun, pi -ups [count] 

1 baseball : pop fly ■ He hit a high pop-up that was caught 
by the shortstop. — see also pop up at 1 pop 

2 computers : a window that appears on the screen over oth¬ 
er windows or documents and that often advertises some¬ 
thing ■ The Web site is full of pop-ups. 

por*ce*lain /'poesslan/ noun [noncount] : a hard, white 
substance that is very delicate and that is made by baking 
clay ■ The bowl is made of/from porcelain. • a porcelain 
bowl/doll 

porch /‘po^tJ/ noun, pi porch*es [count] 

1 US : a structure attached to the entrance of a building that 
has a roof and that may or may not have walls ■ The house 
has a large front/back porch. ■ an enclosed porch [=a porch 
that has walls] — see picture at HOUSE 

2 Brit: an entrance to a building that has a separate roof 
por-cine /'poa^sain/ ad) [more most ~] formal : of, relat¬ 
ing to, or like a pig • porcine pets ■ his porcine face 

por-CU-pine /'poakja.pain/ noun, pi por-cu-pines also 
porcupine [count] : a small animal that has very stiff, sharp 
parts (called quills) all over its body — see picture at ro¬ 
dent 

1 pore I'po&l verb pores; pored; por-ing 

pore over [phrasal verb] pore over (something) : to read or 
study (something) very carefully ■ He pored over the map 
for hours. 

2 pore noun, pi pores [count] 

1 : a very small opening on the surface of your skin that liq¬ 
uid comes out through when you sweat 

2 : a small opening on the surface of a plant, a rock, etc. 
pork /'po^k/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the meat of a pig that is used for food ■ roast pork • pork 
chops 

2 US, informal + disapproving : government money that is 
spent on projects done to help the political careers of elected 
officials • We need to cut the pork out of the federal budget. 

pork barrel noun [noncount] US, informal + disapproving 
: government projects that benefit people in a particular part 
of the country and that are done in order to help the political 
careers of elected officials — often used before another 
noun ■ pork barrel projects/spending 
pork-er /'po^k ?tl noun, pi -ers [count] informal 

1 : a very fat pig used for food 

2 : a fat person 

pork rind noun, pi ~ rinds [count, noncount] US : a small 
piece of pig skin that is fried and eaten cold as a snack 
1 porky /'po^ki/ ad) pork*i*er; -est [also more most ~] in¬ 
formal : ‘fat ■ He’s looking a little porky these days. 
2 porky noun, pi pork-ies [count] Brit slang : 4 lie • He told a 
porky. 

porn /'poan/ also por*no /'poamou/ noun [noncount] infor¬ 
mal : pornography ■ making/selling pom — often used 
before another noun ■ a pom movie • the pom industry 
por-no*graph*ic /.poa'ns'graefik/ adj [more most ~] of¬ 
ten disapproving : showing or describing naked people or sex 
in a very open and direct way in order to cause sexual excite¬ 
ment • pornographic magazines/movies ■ pornographic Web 
sites 

por-nog-ra-phy /poa^'nci.grefi/ noun [noncount] often dis¬ 
approving : movies, pictures, magazines, etc., that show or 
describe naked people or sex in a very open and direct way 
in order to cause sexual excitement ■ If you ask me, his mov¬ 
ies are just high-class pornography. 

— por-nog-ra-pher /poa^'naigrefay noun, pi -phers [count] 
po-rous /'pores/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : having small holes that allow air or liquid to pass through 
■ porous rock ■ a porous membrane/surface 

2 : easy to pass or get through ■ The country has a porous 
border. 

— po-ros-i'ty /pa'raisati/ noun [noncount] technical • the po¬ 
rosity of the membrane 

por*poise /'poppas/ noun, pi -pols-es [count] : a small 
usually gray and white whale that has a rounded nose — see 
picture at DOLPHIN 

por*ridge /'poricfe/ noun [noncount] Brit : oatmeal 2 
1 POft /'poM/ noun, pi ports 

1 : a town or city where ships stop to load and unload cargo 
[count] Boston is a major U.S. port, [noncount] The ship is 
now in port but will be leavingporf soon. 


2 : a place where ships can find shelter from a storm [count] 
The ship reached the port safely, [noncount] The ship spent 
two days in port. 

any port in a storm — used to say that you will use anyone 
or anything for comfort, help, etc., when you are in a bad 
situation ■ “I know she’s lonely, but I can’t believe she’s go¬ 
ing out with that guy.” “Well, you know what they say: any 
port in a storm." 

— compare 2 port, 3 port, 4 port 

2 port noun [noncount] : the side of a ship or aircraft that is on 
the left when you are looking toward the front ■ The ship 
turned to port. — compare starboard — compare ‘port, 
3 port, 4 port 

— port ad) ■ the port side ■ the port engine 

3 port noun, pi ports [count, noncount]: a strong, sweet, usual¬ 
ly dark red wine that is made in Portugal — compare ‘port, 
2 port, 4 port 

4 port noun, pi ports [count]: a place where you can connect a 
piece of equipment (such as a printer or mouse) to a com¬ 
puter — compare ‘port, 2 port, 3 port 
Port. abbr Portugal 

portabella variant spelling of portobello 
por*ta*ble /'poatobal/ adj [more most ~] : easy to carry 
or move around ■ a portable television/radio • Portable devic¬ 
es such as MP3 players are becoming increasingly popular. 

— portable noun, pi -tables [count] • laptop computers and 
other portables — por*ta-biM*ty /,poa^3'bil3ti/ noun [non¬ 
count] ■ Portability is the main advantage of laptops. 

por*tal /'poa*!/ noun, pi -tals [count] 

1 formal + literary : a large door or gate to a building (such as 
a church) 

2 computers : a Web site that helps you find other sites ■ a 
Web portal for baseball fans 

port*CUl"lis /poa^'kAbs/ noun, pi -lls*es [count] formal + 
literary : a heavy iron gate that can be raised or lowered at 
the entrance to a castle 

por*tend /portend/ verb -tends; -tend-ed; -tend-ing [+ 

obj] formal + literary : to be a sign or warning that something 
usually bad or unpleasant is going to happen ■ The distant 
thunder portended a storm. ■ If you’re superstitious, a black 
cat portends trouble. 

por-tent /‘portent/ noun, pi -tents [count] formal + literary 
: a sign or warning that something usually bad or unpleasant 
is going to happen ■ a portent of evil 
por-ten*tOUS /poa^'tentas/ adj [more most ~] 

1 formal + literary : giving a sign or warning that something 
usually bad or unpleasant is going to happen ■ a portentous 
dream/event 

2 formal + disapproving : trying to seem important, serious, 
or impressive : pompous ■ a portentous manner/tone 

— por-ten*tous-ly adv 
por-ter /'poato/ noun, pi -ters 

1 [count] ; a person whose job is to carry bags or luggage at a 
hotel, airport, etc. ■ The porter helped her with her luggage. 

2 [count] US : a person whose job is to help passengers on a 
train 

3 [count] Brit: a penion whose job is to let people into a ho¬ 
tel, college, hospital, etc. ■ the night porter 

4 [count] Brit : a person whose job is to move patients from 
one part of a hospital to another 

5 [count, noncount] : a heavy, dark brown beer ■ a glass of 
porter 

portfolio /po 2 K'fouli,ou/ noun, pi -lios [count] 

1 : a flat case for carrying documents or drawings 

2 : a set of drawings, paintings, or photographs that are pre¬ 
sented together in a folder Artists present portfolios of 
their work to possible employers or to people who might buy 
or show their art. 

3 finance : the investments that are owned by a person or or¬ 
ganization ■ an investment/retirement portfolio ■ a portfolio 
manager 

4 Brit: the responsibilities of a minister of state or member 
of a cabinet ■ That’s not part of his portfolio. 

port*hole /'poa^houl/ noun, pi -holes [count] : a small 
round window in the side of a ship or aircraft 
por-ti-CO /'poa^kou/ noun, pi -coes or -cos [count] formal 
: a row of columns supporting a roof at the entrance of a 
building 

1 POr«tlon /■poajan/ noun, pi -tlons [count] 

1 : a part of a larger amount, area, etc. ■ A portion of the do¬ 
nations will be given to the orphanage. ■ Portions of land 
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were used for fanning. ■ A considerable/significant portion 
of the city was flooded. 

2 : a part of something that is shared with other people — 
usually singular ■ A portion of the blame belongs to you. ■ He 
took on a large portion of the work. 

3 : the amount of food that is served to a person at one time 

■ The restaurant gives large/generous portions. ■ I'll just have 
a small portion {-serving} of meat. ■ She divided the pie into 
six equal portions. 

2 portion verb -tions; -tioned; -tion-ing [+ obi] : to divide 
(something) into parts and give those parts to people ■ The 
work was portioned to each member of the staff. — usually + 
out ■ They portioned the supplies out equally. ■ The supplies 
were portioned out among the troops, 
port-ly /‘poa^tli/ adj port*li*er; -est [ also more most ~] 
somewhat formal: having a round and somewhat fat body ■ a 
portly gentleman 

port*man*teau /po^t’maentou/ noun, pi -teaus or -teaux 

/po^t'msentouz/ [count] old-fashioned : a large suitcase that 
opens into two parts 

por-tO'beMo Apoato'bclou/ also por»ta*bel*la 

/ipoa-ta'bela/ noun, pi -los also -las [count] chiefly US : a 
large brown mushroom used in cooking 
port Of call noun, pi ports of call [count] : a place where a 
ship stops during a journey ■ The island is a busy port of call. • 
Our next port of call is Jamaica, 
port of entry noun, pi ports of entry [count] : a place 
(such as a city or airport) where people or goods enter a 
country 

portrait /■poa-tret/ noun, pi -traits 

1 [count] : a painting, drawing, or photograph of a person 
that usually only includes the person’s head and shoulders ■ 
black-and-white portraits • a family portrait ■ The queen 
posed for her portrait. — see also self-portrait 

2 [count] : a detailed description of something or someone ■ 
The book/film presents a portrait of life in a small town. 

3 [noncount] : a way of printing a page so that the shorter 
sides are on the top and bottom and the longer sides are on 
the left and right — compare landscape 

por*trait«ist /'poa^trstist/ noun, pi -ists [count] : a person 
who paints or draws portraits 
por*trai*ture /'poa-trotfe*/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the art of making portraits ■ a painter who is master at 
portraiture 

2 : portraits of people painted or drawn by artists ■ The mu¬ 
seum is exhibiting portraiture from the late 19th century. 

por-tray /poa'trei/ verb -trays; -trayed; -tray-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to describe (someone or something) in a particular way • 
The White House has portrayed the President as deeply con¬ 
flicted over the matter. ■ The lawyer portrayed his client as a 
victim of child abuse. ■ He portrayed himself as a victim. 

2 : to show (someone or something) in a painting, book, etc. 

■ The painting portrays the queen in a purple robe. ■ The nov¬ 
el portrays [=depicts] life in a small southern town. 

3 : to play (a character) in a film, play, or television show ■ 
Laurence Olivier portrayed Hamlet beautifully. 

por-tray-al /poa^'trejal/ noun, pi -als [count] 

1 : the act of showing or describing someone or something 
especially in a painting, book, etc. — often + of • We will ex¬ 
amine Edgar Allan Poe’s portrayal of women in his stories. ■ 
The book is an accurate portrayal o/his life. ■ I don’t accept 
his portrayal of himself as an innocent victim. [=1 don’t be¬ 
lieve that he is an innocent victim, as he claims to be] 

2 : the way in which an actor plays a character — often + of 

■ Laurence Olivier’s portrayal o/Hamlet was brilliant. 
1 Por«tll«guese /iPoatfa'giiz/ adj : of or relating to Portugal, 

its people, or their language ■ Portuguese customs/food 
Portuguese noun 

1 [noncount] : the language spoken in Portugal and Brazil ■ 
She is teaching her son Portuguese. 

2 the Portuguese : the people of Portugal : Portuguese 
people ■ the customs of the Portuguese 

Portuguese man-of-war noun, pl~ man-of-wars or 
*** men—of—war [count] : a large sea animal that has a very 
soft body, many long, soft parts (called tentacles) that hang 
down from its body, and a poisonous sting 
pOS. abbr 1 position 2 positive 
1 pose /'pouz/ verb pos>es; posed; posting 

1 [+ obj] : to be or create (a possible threat, danger, problem, 
etc.) ■ Smog poses a threat to our health. [=smog threatens 
our health] ■ His careless behavior poses a hazard to others. 
[=his careless behavior is dangerous to others] ■ Physical 


sports pose a risk of injury. ■ The weather should not pose a 
problem for us. ■ Decreasing the unemployment rate poses a 
serious challenge to/for the new governor. 

2 [+ obj] : to ask or suggest (a question) ■ My mother posed a 
question to me that I still can’t answer to this day: “What do 
you want to do with your life?” ■ The contradictions in his 
argument pose [=raise\ questions about his credibility. 

3 : to stand, sit, or lie down in a particular position as a mod¬ 
el for a photograph, painting, etc. [no obj] — usually + for ■ 
Everyone posed for the group photo. • She posed nude for the 
magazine. [+ obj] The photographer posed her on the steps 
of the courthouse. 

pose as [phrasal verb] pose as (someone or something) : to 
pretend to be (someone or something) in order to deceive 
people ■ She posed as a student to get free admission to the 
museum. ■ undercover cops posing as drug dealers 
2 pOSe noun, pi poses [count] 

1 : the position in which someone stands, sits, lies down, 
etc., especially as a model for a photograph, painting, etc. ■ 
The photographs show the models in both clothed and nude 
poses. ■ Hold that pose. It will make a great photograph. 

2 disapproving : a kind of behavior that is intended to im¬ 
press other people and that is not sincere ■ His disapproval of 
the war looks good to voters, but I bet it’s just a pose. 

1 pos-er /'pouzaV noun, pi -ers [count] disapproving : a person 
who dresses or behaves in a deceptive way that is meant to 
impress other people • He’s not really interested in rap mu¬ 
sic. He’s just a poser. — called also poseur — compare 2 POS- 

ER 

2 poser noun, pi -ers [count] informal : a difficult question or 
problem ■ Here’s a poser for you—what is good art? 

— compare ‘poser 

poseur /pou'za*/ noun, pi -seurs [count] disapproving 
: ‘poser 

posh /‘pa:J/ adj posh-er; -est [also more most ~] infor¬ 
mal 

1 : very attractive, expensive, and popular ■ They live in a 
posh neighborhood. ■ I stayed at a posh [ =elegant , luxurious] 
hotel. 

2 Brit : typical of people who have high social status ■ a posh 
accent ■ The family is very posh. 

— posh adv, Brit ■ They laugh when I try to talk posh. 
pos«it /'paizat/ verb -its; -it«ed; -it-ing [+ obj] formal : to 

suggest (something, such as an idea or theory) especially in 
order to start a discussion ■ Some astronomers have posited 
[=proposed, postulated] that the universe is made up of mys¬ 
terious dark matter. 

1 position /pa'zijan/ noun, pi -tions 

la [count] : the place where someone or something is in re¬ 
lation to other people or things ■ From this position, you can 
see all of New York City’s skyline. • The chart shows the posi¬ 
tions [locations] of the constellations in the night sky. b 
[noncount] : the place where someone or something should 
be — used after in, into, or out of ■ The actors were all in po¬ 
sition. ■ The nail fell out of position before I could hammer it. 
■ He maneuvered the car into position. ■ The defensive play¬ 
ers fell back into position. ■ Police were in position to catch 
the fleeing suspect. • The switch is in the on position, but 
nothing is happening. 

2 a : the way someone stands, sits, or lies down [count] Ac¬ 
tors, please assume/take your positions. The show is about to 
begin. ■ The child fell asleep in a sitting position. • I was in an 
uncomfortable position and had to move, [noncount] I was 
uncomfortable, so I shifted position. — see also fetal posi¬ 
tion b [count] : the way something is arranged or placed • 
Return your seat to an upright position for landing. 

3 [count] : the situation that someone or something is in — 
usually singular ■ I’ve been in your position before, so I think 
I can help you. ■ The company’s financial position has wors¬ 
ened over the past year. ■ The manager was placed in the 
awkward/difficult position of having to lay off dozens of 
workers. ■ Put yourself in my position for a moment. What 
would you do? • He is in a position of power/authority. ■ I’m 
in no position to lend you any money. 1=1 cannot lend you 
any money] 

4 [count] : an opinion or judgment on a particular subject ■ 
The Supreme Court has taken the position that the First 
Amendment does not apply in these kinds of cases. ■ Allow 
me to explain my position. — often + on ■ I was forced to re¬ 
think my positions on certain issues. ■ He criticized his oppo¬ 
nent for not taking a position on gun control. 

5 : the rank or role of someone or something in an organiza- 
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tion or society [count] He rose to a position of leadership 
and authority. ■ They dedicated their lives to improving the 
position of women in a male-dominated society. [ noncount ] 
Wealth and position are not important to her. 

6 [count] : job ■ Does your company have any entry-level po¬ 
sitions available? ■ The position has been filled. [=someone 
has been hired for the job] ■ Requirements for the position 
include a master’s degree and at least five years of work ex¬ 
perience. ■ She was named to the position of senior vice pres¬ 
ident of marketing. 

7 : the place of someone or something in a race, contest, 
competition, etc. [count] She finished the race in fourth po¬ 
sition. [noncount] The cars jockeyed for position in the first 
lap of the race. [=each car tried to get into a better position 
in the first lap of the race] ■ The candidates jockeyed for posi¬ 
tion in the debates. [=they tried to do better than others in 
the debates] — see also pole position 

8 [count] sports : the particular place and job of a player on a 
sports team ■ I think goalie is the hardest position to play in 
hockey. 

9 [count] : a place where an army has put soldiers, guns, etc. 
— usually plural ■ Artillery bombarded our positions. 

2 position verb -tions; -tioned; -tiorving [+ obj] : to put 
(something or someone) in a particular position ■ He posi¬ 
tioned the chairs around the table. ■ The company is position¬ 
ing itself to take advantage of a new market. * The shortstop 
was positioned well to make the play. ■ She positioned herself 
by the door. 

pO*si*tion«al /po'zijanal/ adj, always used before a noun 
: relating to the position of someone or something ■ position¬ 
al changes * a positional advantage 

position paper noun, pi ~~ -pers [count] : a written report 
from an organization or government that discusses a partic¬ 
ular issue and suggests what should be done 
1 positive /'paizotiv/ adj 

1 [more most ~]: good or useful ■ Did you have a positive 
[=pleasant] experience working with that company? ■ The 
book had a. positive influence on me. ■ He has been a positive 
role model for his brother. ■ Nothing positive came out of 
that experience. ■ What are some of the positive things about 


your job? ■ The low unemployment rate is a positive sign for 
the economy. ■ The company took positive steps to create a 
safer workplace. — opposite negative 

2 [more most ~] : thinking about the good qualities of 
someone or something : thinking that a good result will hap¬ 
pen : hopeful or optimistic • You’ve got to have a positive at- 
titude/outlook to do well in life. ■ You should try to be more 
positive about the whole situation. ■ On the positive side, you 
will be making more money. ■ Tb end on a positive note, we 
are seeing an increase in sales this month. — opposite nega¬ 
tive 

3 not used before a noun : completely certain or sure that 
something is correct or true ■ We were positive that we would 
win the game. ■ “That is the street we need to take.” “Are you 
sure?” “(I’m) Positive." ■ I’m not (absolutely) positive , but I 
think they won the World Series in 1954. 

4 [more most ~]: showing or expressing support, approv¬ 
al, or agreement ■ Most of the response from the public has 
been positive [= favorable ] so far. ■ The reviews were mostly 
positive. • positive feedback ■ The new Web site has received a 
positive response from its visitors. — opposite negative 

5 : unable to be doubted : certainly true ■ There is no posi¬ 
tive [= definite , conclusive] proof that life exists on other plan¬ 
ets. ■ The police have not yet made a positive identification of 
the victim. ■ The fact that the DNA samples did not match is 
proof positive that he is not the father. 

6 : showing the presence of a particular germ, condition, or 
substance • He tested positive for steroids. [=the test showed 
that he had used steroids] ■ The test results were positive. • 
HIV positive patients — opposite negative 

7 a mathematics : greater than zero ■ a positive integer 
— opposite negative b : more than the amount of money 
spent or invested ■ We got a positive return on our invest¬ 
ment. [=we made a profit on our investment] — opposite 
NEGATIVE 

8 technical a : containing or producing electricity that is 
charged by a proton ■ a positive charge/current — opposite 
negative b : having more protons than electrons ■ a posi¬ 
tive ion/particle — opposite negative 

9 always used before a noun, informal : absolute or complete 


position 



leaning 


squatting 


sitting 
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— used to make a statement more forceful ■ The way poor 
people are treated in this country is a positive disgrace. 
2 poSitive noun, pi -tlves [count] 

1 : something that is good or useful ■ The positives of living 
in the city include access to public transportation and many 
interesting restaurants. ■ The positives of the job outweigh 
the negatives. [=there are more good things about the job 
than bad things] — opposite negative 

2 : the result from a test that shows that a particular germ, 
condition, or substance is present ■ The test showed a posi¬ 
tive. • The test produced too many falsa positives [=results 
that showed something was present when it really was not] 
to be reliable. — opposite negative 

3 : a photograph that shows light and dark areas or colors as 
they look in real life — compare negative 

positive discrimination noun [noncount] Brit: affir¬ 
mative ACTION 
pOS‘i-tlve-ly /'paizativli/ adv 
la — used to stress the truth of a statement ■ The new City 
Hall building is positively [=downright] ugly. ■ Driving a car 
without wearing a seatbelt is positively stupid, b — used to 
stress that you really mean what you are saying ■ “Are you 
going out with him?” “ Positively [= certainly] not!” ■ This is 
positively [= definitely ] the last time I’m going to bail you out! 

2 [more most ~]: in a positive way: such as a : in a way 
that shows that you are hopeful and thinking about the good 
qualities of a situation ■ If you start thinking positively , you 
might feel better, b : in a way that shows that you agree 
with or approve of someone or something ■ Only 35 percent 
of survey respondents view the state of the economy positive¬ 
ly. ■ Customers responded positively to the new product, c 
: in a certain or definite way ■ No one was able to positively 
identify the corpse. 

3 technical — used to say that something has a positive elec¬ 
tric charge • positively charged ions 

poS*i*tron /'paiza, train/ noun, pi -trons [count]physics : a 
very small particle of matter that has a positive charge of 
electricity and that travels around the nucleus of an atom 
pOSS. ahbr possible 
poS»se /'pa:si/ noun, pi -ses [count] 

1 : a group of people who were gathered together by a sher¬ 
iff in the past to help search for a criminal ■ The sheriff and 
his posse rode out to look for the bandits. 

2 informal : a group of people who are together for a partic¬ 
ular purpose — often + of ■ A posse of reporters greeted the 
coach. 

3 informal : a group of friends : gang • I went to the game 
with my posse. • The movie star and his posse [=(more for¬ 
mally) entourage] were seen at the new restaurant. 

DOS«sess /pa'zes/ verb -sess«es; -sessed; -sess-ing [+ 
obj] 

1 formal : to have or own (something) ■ nations that possess 
nuclear weapons ■ The defendant was charged with possess¬ 
ing cocaine. ■ The ruby was once possessed by an ancient 
queen. ■ He dreams of someday possessing great wealth. 

2 : to have or show (a particular quality, ability, skill, etc.) " 
He possesses a keen wit. ■ The drug possesses the potential to 
suppress tumors. ■ Do dolphins possess the ability to use lan¬ 
guage? 

3 a of spirits : to enter into and control (someone) — often 
used as (be) possessed • The movie is about a child who is pos¬ 
sessed by a demon, b of emotions : to have a powerful ef¬ 
fect on (someone) ■ They were possessed by fear. [=they were 
very afraid] ■ A terrible rage possessed her at that moment. 
[=she became filled with rage] ■ Whatever posseaaed him to 
say such a stupid thing? [=why did he say such a stupid 
thing?] ■ She was acting like a fool. I don’t know what pos¬ 
sessed her ■ [=1 don’t know why she acted that way] 

be possessed of literary : to have (a particular quality, 
ability, skill, etc.) ■ He is a man who is possessed of great 
talent. [=a man who has great talent] 
possessed adj : controlled by a usually evil spirit ■ a hor¬ 
ror movie about a possessed child 

like a marVwoman possessed : with a lot of energy or 
force : like a person who is completely controlled by some 
powerful emotion, spirit, etc. ■ He pounded on the door 
like a man possessed , yelling for someone to let him in. 
PQS»Ses»Sion /pa^efan/ noun, pi -slons 
1 [noncount] formal : the condition of having or owning 
something ■ She is old but still has (full) possession of her 
senses/faculties. [=she is still able to think clearly] ■ I have in 
my possession [=1 possess] silverware that has been passed 


down in my family for generations. ■ The city can take pos¬ 
session of the abandoned buildings. a She came Into posses¬ 
sion of a rare silver coin. 

2 [count]: something that is owned or possessed by someone 

■ The family lost all of its possessions in the fire. ■ This ring 
was my mother’s most precious possession. 9 personal posses¬ 
sions [=belongings] 

3 [noncount] law : the crime of having something that is ille¬ 
gal (such as a drug or weapon) ■ The defendant was charged 
with heroin possession. • possession of stolen property 

4 [count]: a country that is controlled or governed by anoth¬ 
er country ■ The U.S. has several possessions in the Pacific 
Ocean. 

5 sports a [noncount ]: control of the ball or puck in a game 

■ He took too long to shoot and lost possession of the puck. • 
He did not have possession of the ball before he was knocked 
out of bounds, b [count] American football : a time when a 
team has control of the ball and is trying to score ■ They 
scored a touchdown on each of their first two possessions. 

6 [noncount] : the state of being controlled by a usually evil 
spirit • demonic possession 

1 pos-ses-sive/p9 , zcsiv/ adj 

1 [more most ~]: not willing to share things with or lend 
things to other people — often + about ■ She is very posses¬ 
sive about her toys. — often + o/'He is quite possessive o/his 
DVD collection. 

2 [more most ~] : wanting all of someone’s attention and 
love ■ If you marry him, he is only going to become even 
more jealous and possessive than he is now. ■ a possessive 
boyfriend — often + of ■ a mother who was very possessive of 
her son 

3 grammar : relating to a word or a form of a word that 
shows that something or someone belongs to something or 
someone else ■ The possessive form of “dog” is “dog’s.” ■ 
“His” and “her” are possess/ve pronouns. 

— pos-seS'Sive-ly adv ■ “It’s mine!" he said possessively. 
— pos*ses*slve*ness noun [noncount] 

2 pOSSeSSive noun, pi -sives grammar 

1 [count] : a possessive word or phrase ■ “Your” and “yours” 
are possessives. 

2 the possessive : the form of a word that shows posses¬ 
sion or belonging • Ihe possessive of "it” is “its.” 

poS'Ses-SOr /pa'zesa 1 / noun, pi -sors [count] : a person 
who owns or has something — often + of • (formal) the pos¬ 
sessor of the land ■ He is the proud possessor of a baseball 
autographed by Hank Aaron. 

POS»8i»blM>tV Apaisa'bibti/ noun, pi -ties 

1 : a chance that something might exist, happen, or be true 
: the state or fact of being possible [count] There is a strong/ 
real/remote/faint possibility that I will not be chosen for the 
job. • Have you considered the possibility that you may be 
wrong? — usually + of ■ the possibility [= likelihood] of suc¬ 
cess/failure • He received a life sentence without the possibil¬ 
ity of parole. ■ Is there a possibility of rain today? ■ Scientists 
are still unsure about the possibility of life on other planets. 
[noncount] It is not outside the range/realm of possibility that 
he could get laid off. [=he might get laid off] • (chiefly Brit) 
You shouldn’t worry about things that are beyond the 
bounds of possibility ■ [=things that cannot happen] 

2 [count] : something that might be done or might happen 
: something that is possible ■ Rain is a possibility today. [=it 
might rain today] ■ There is a wide range of possibilities [=op¬ 
tions ] to consider. ■ My first two ideas didn’t work, but I 
thought of a third possibility. • We exhausted allAhe possibil¬ 
ities. [=we did everything that we could think of doing] ■ The 
future holds untold possibilities. ■ His degree and job experi¬ 
ence give him a wide range of possibilities for a career. 

3 possibilities [plural] : abilities or qualities that could 
make someone or something better in the future : poten¬ 
tial • a man of undetermined possibilities ■ The old house 
might not look like much now, but it has possibilities. 

^os-si-ble /'paisabal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 not usually used before a noun : able to be done ■ It simply 
isn’t possible. ■ Would it be possible for me to use your 
phone? [=may I use your phone?] ■ Advances in medicine 
have made it possible for people to live longer. ■ It is possible 
that she decided not to join us. ■ We tried to spend as little 
money as possible. ■ It is not physically possible to do every¬ 
thing you have planned in one day. ■ I like to go swimming 
whenever possible. [=whenever there is an opportunity to 
swim] • Do your best to come home from work early, if (at 
all) possible. [=if it can be done] ■ Come as soon/quickly as 
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(humanly) possible. [=as soon as you can] — opposite im¬ 
possible 

2 : able to happen or exist ■ We need to plan against possible 
dangers. [=dangers that may occur] ■ The weather report 
warned of possible thunderstorms tonight. ■ Thunderstorms 
are possible but not probable tonight. ■ The highest possible 
score is 100. ■ How possible [= likely ] is rain today? ■ What 
possible good can it do to argue? ■ He is in the worst possible 
situation. - It is possible that life exists on other planets. 

3 always used before a noun : able or suited to be or to be¬ 
come something specified ■ I found a possible site for a camp. 

■ She suggested a possible solution to the problem. 

4 : reasonable to believe : perhaps true ■ It’s possible that 
your computer has a virus. • Robbery is one possible motive 
for the murder. 

2 possible noun, pi -slbles 

1 [count] : someone or something that might be suitable or 
acceptable for a particular job, purpose, etc. ■ We have two 
possibles for the job. 

2 the possible : something that can be done - Finishing the 
job today is not outside the realm of the possible. [=is not im¬ 
possible] 

POS‘Si»blV /*pa:s3bli/ adv 

1 — used to say something might happen, exist, or be true 
but is not certain ■ The exam will probably take you the 
whole hour to complete, possibly [=perhaps, maybe ] even 
longer. ■ The doctor says I might possibly regain full use of 
my hand. ■ The fire could possibly have been caused by 
faulty wiring. ■ It’s possibly the worst movie I’ve ever seen. ■ 
“Is it going to rain?” “Quite possibly." 

2 — used to show shock or surprise at something ■ That can¬ 
not possibly be true. [=it is not possible that it is true] ■ How 
could anyone possibly have done such a thing? 

3 — used to ask for something politely • Could you possibly 
get me some bread and milk while you’re out? 

4 — used to say that someone will do or has done everything 
that can be done to achieve something ■ I will come as soon 
as I possibly can. • I did all I possibly could to get here on 
time, but I got caught in traffic. 

5 — used in negative statements to emphasize that some¬ 
thing cannot or could not happen or be done ■ I can’t possi¬ 
bly tell you that. It’s a secret. ■ You couldn’t possibly under¬ 
stand what I’m going through. • You could not have possibly 
finished your homework in such a short amount of time. 

pOS*Sum /‘paisam/ noun, pi pos-sums also possum 
[count] : opossum 

play possum informal 1 : to pretend to be asleep or dead ■ 
The wounded soldier played possum , hoping the enemy 
would pass him by. 2 : to pretend to be helpless or less ef¬ 
fective in order to deceive an opponent or save strength ■ 
The boxer played possum [=pretended to be weaker than 
he was] for the first few rounds, letting his opponent tire 
himself out. 

1 Post /'ooust/ noun, pi posts [count] 

1 : a piece of wood or metal that is set in an upright position 
into or on the ground especially as a support or marker ■ 
fence posts — see picture at house 

2 : a pole that marks the starting or finishing point of a horse 
race — usually singular • a horse’s post position [=the posi¬ 
tion of a horse in the line of horses at the start of a race] ■ 
(Brit) The horses galloped toward the finishing post. 

3 : goalpost — usually singular ■ The shot hit the post, 
from pillar to post see pillar 

- compare 3 post, 4 post 
2 POSt verb posts; post-ed; posting 

1 [+ obj] a : to put up (a sign, notice, etc.) so that it can be 
seen by many people ■ When we lost our cat, w e posted (up) 
signs all over the neighborhood asking if people had seen 
him. ■ The professor posted (up) the students’ exam grades 
outside her office, b : to make (something) officially 
known to many people ■ A snowstorm warning was posted 
[=announced\ for the New England area. • The company 
posted [= reported] increased profits for the third quarter. 

2 : to add (a message) to an online message board [+ obf] I 
read through the previous messages, then posted a quick re¬ 
sponse. [no obj] She posts regularly to several newsgroups. 

3 [+ obj] chiefly Brit: to send (a letter or package) by mail ■ If 
you find anything I’ve left behind, just pas/ [=mail] it to me. 
keep (someone) posted : to regularly give (someone) the 

most recent news about something ■ Keep me posted on 
how the project is coming along. ■ We don’t know her con¬ 
dition yet, but we’ll keep you posted. 


post bail see 'bail 

- compare 3 post 

3 pOSt noun, pi posts 

1 [ noncount ] chiefly Brit a : postal service ■ We don’t 
have a telephone at the cottage, so contact us by post, [-mail] 

■ There are strict rules against sending dangerous materials 
through the post, b : letters or packages sent by post: mail 

■ He got a summer job delivering the post. • Has the post 
come yet? ■ After lunch, she sat and read the post. • I put the 
payment in the post [=1 mailed the payment] this morning. 

- see also parcel post 

2 [count] : a message on an online message board ■ The Inter¬ 
net newsgroup is very active, with over 50 posts per day. — 
called also posting 

by return of post see 2 return 

- compare 'post, “post 

4 POSt noun, pi posts 

1 [count] a : the place where a soldier or guard is told to be 

■ No matter what happens, do not abandon your post. [=do 
not leave your assigned area] • a command post b : the 
place where someone does a job ■ The bartender returned to 
her post behind the counter. C : a place where soldiers are 
sent to live for a period of time : camp ■ My cousin’s Army 
unit was recently sent to a post in Alaska. ■ The large post 
houses over 25,000 people. — see also staging post 

2 [count] : a usually important job or position in a large or¬ 
ganization ■ Our old supervisor just retired, so they’re look¬ 
ing for someone to fill his pas/. ■ He resigned from his pas/ as 
superintendent of public schools. ■ She applied for a govem- 
ment/administrative post. 

3 [ count ] : trading post 

4 the post basketball a : the area on a basketball court 
that is near the basket ■ He was standing in the post all alone, 
b : the position of a player who is in the post ■ She usually 
plays the post. 

-compare ‘post, 3 post 
5 poSt verb posts; posted; posMng [+ obj ] 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to assign 
(someone, such as a guard) to stand or stay at a particular 
place ■ Paramedics were posted nearby. ■ The general posted 
a guard outside the door to his tent. 

2 chiefly Brit : to send (someone) to a place to work for a 
long period of time as part of a job — usually + to • Her com¬ 
pany is posting her to New York City. — usually used as (be) 
posted ■ He was posted to Munich, Germany. 

- compare 2 post 

post- /,poost/ prefix : after or later than ■ the postwar period 
[=the time after a war] ■ postdate ■ the pos/industrial econo¬ 
my m post-1 990 

POSt*age /'pousticfe/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the cost of sending a letter or package by mail ■ How 
much is the postage for this package? • Enclose two dollars 
lor postage and handling. 

2 : the stamps attached to a letter or package ■ I hope I put 
enough postage on the package. 

postage meter noun, pi ~ -ters [count] : a machine that 
stamps pieces of mail to show that postage has been paid 
postage—paid adj, always used before a noun : costing 
nothing to mail because the postage has been paid already ■ a 
postage-paid envelope/postcard 
postage Stamp noun, pi ~ stamps [count ]: ‘stamp 1 
pOSt«al /'poustl/ adj, always used before a noun : relating to 
or involved in the sending, handling, and delivery of mail ■ 
postal workers [=post office employees] ■ Postal rates are go¬ 
ing up. ■ The city worked to quickly restore posted service. 
go postal US, informal : to suddenly behave in a very vio¬ 
lent or angry way ■ She suddenly went postal and started 
yelling at the customers. ■ If he calls me this late again, I’m 
going to go postal on him. 

postal address noun, pi ~ -dresses [count] : mailing 

ADDRESS 

postal order noun, pi ~ -ders [count] Brit : money or¬ 
der 

Postal Service noun 

the Postal Service US : the U.S. government department in 
charge of collecting and delivering mail • the United States 
Postal Service 

post-bag /'poust,b£eg/ noun, pi -bags Brit 

1 [count] : mailbag 

2 [singular] : the total number of letters received by a per¬ 
son, business, or organization at a particular time ■ We re- 


postbox • postpartum depression 


1260 


ceived a huge postbag on the spelling mistakes in our news¬ 
letter. 

post*box /'poust.ba ks/ noun, pi -boxes [count] Brit 
: MAILBOX 1 

post-card /‘pous^kaa-d/ noun, pi -cards [count] : a card on 
which a message may be sent by mail without an envelope 
and that often has a picture on one side — see picture at 
mail; see also picture postcard 
post*COde /'poust,koud/ noun, pi -codes [count] Brit : a 
group of numbers and letters that is used especially in the 
United Kingdom and Australia as part of an address to iden¬ 
tify a mail delivery area — compare zip code 
post-date /,poust'deit/ verb -dates; -dat*ed; -dat-ing [+ 
obj] 

1 : to give (something) a date that is later than the actual or 
current date ■ postdate a check ■ We sent the company a post¬ 
dated check for next month’s payment. — opposite ante¬ 
date 

2 : to exist, happen, or be made at a later time than (some¬ 
thing) ■ These buildings postdate World War II. [=they were 
built after World War II] — opposite antedate, predate 

post-doc-tor-al /.poust'daiktaral/ adj, always used before a 
noun : relating to work that is done after a PhD has been 
completed ■ a postdoctoral fellowship ■ postdoctoral research 
post-er /'pousta/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 a : a usually large printed notice often having a picture on 
it that is put in a public place to advertise something ■ Posters 
for the concert have been going up all over town. ■ campaign 
posters b : a usually large picture that is put on walls as a 
decoration • His walls were covered with posters of his favor¬ 
ite bands. 

2 : a person who writes messages on an online message 
board 

poster boy noun, pi —' boys [count] : a male poster child 
poster child noun, pi ~~ children [count] US 

1 : a child who has a particular disease and is shown in post¬ 
ers to raise money to help fight that disease 

2 ; a person who represents or is identified with something 
(such as a cause or product) ■ She was a stirring speaker and 
activist and soon became the poster child of the antiwar 
movement. ■ ( humorous ) My brother is the poster child for la¬ 
ziness. [=he is very lazy] 

pOSte res*tante /,poust,re'sta:nt/ noun [noncount] chiefly 
Brit : general delivery 

poster girl noun, pi ~~ girls [count] : a female poster child 
1 pOS*te*ri*Or /pou'stirija-/ adj, technical : near or toward the 
back of something (such as the body) ■ the posterior part of 
the brain — opposite ANTERIOR 
2 pOS-te*ri*Or /pa'stirija-/ noun, pi -ors [count] humorous 
: the part of the body above the legs that is used for sitting 
: BUTTOCKS ■ The man squeezed his large posterior into the 
chair. 

pOS-ter*i-ty /pa'sterati/ noun [noncount] formal : people in 
the future ■ Posterity will remember her as a woman of cour¬ 
age and integrity. ■ A record of the events was preserved for 
posterity. ■ The truth about what happened will be known/ 
lost to posterity. 

post exchange noun, pi ^ -changes [count] US : a store 
at a military post — abbr. PX 

post-free /'poust'frii/a*#, always used before a noun, chiefly 
Brit: postpaid * post-free delivery 
— post-free adv ■ They sent me a brochure post-free. 
post* game /‘poust'geim/ acfl, always used before a noun, US 
: happening immediately or very soon after the end of a 
sports game ■ a postgame interview/celebration 
1 post*grad*U*ate /.poust'grEei&awot/ adj, always used be¬ 
fore a noun : of or relating to studies done after earning a 
bachelor’s degree or other degree ■ After college, she spent 
her first postgraduate year studying abroad. ■ a postgraduate 
[=(US) graduate] student/course/program 
postgraduate noun, pi -ates [count] chiefly Brit : a student 
who continues to study for an advanced degree after earning 
a bachelor’s degree or other first degree : a graduate student 
post-haste /‘poust'heist/ adv, literary : very quickly : with 
great speed — used after a verb ■ They sent posthaste for the 
doctor. = They sent for the doctor posthaste. 
pOSt*hU*mOUS /'pcrstfamas/ adj, always used before a noun 
: happening, done, or published after someone’s death ■ She 
received a posthumous award for her life of philanthropy. ■ 
her posthumous fame/reputation ■ a posthumous novel/an¬ 
thology/memoir 


— post-hu-mous-ly adv ■ The Army posthumously award¬ 
ed him a medal for bravery. ■ Her last book was published 
posthumously. [=after her death] 

pOS*tie /'pousti/ noun, pi -ties [count] Brit, informal : LET¬ 
TER CARRIER 

posting /'poustirj/ noun, pi -ings [count] 

1 US : a public announcement of something • the company’s 
latest posting of profits ■ a job posting [=an announcement 
telling people that a position is open] 

2 chiefly Brit: the act of sending someone to a place to work 
for a long period of time as part of a job ■ military postings ■ a 
Foreign Service posting in Paris 

3: 3 post 2 

Post—it /'poust,it/ trademark — used for a small, colored 
slip of paper with a sticky edge 

poSt*man /'poustman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] : a 
man who collects and delivers mail : mailman 
1 post-mark /'pous^maa-k/ noun, pi -marks [count] : a mark 
placed over the stamp on a piece of mail that shows when 
the mail was sent and where it was sent from and that makes 
it impossible to use the stamp again — see picture at MAIL 
postmark verb -marks; -marked; -mark.ing [+ obj] : to 
put a postmark on (something) ■ The package was post¬ 
marked 13 February. 

poSt*mas*ter /'pous^maestas Brit 'paus^maista/ noun, pi 
-ters [count] : a person who is in charge of a post office 

Postmaster General noun, pi Postmasters General 

[count] : the person who is in charge of the U.S. Postal Ser¬ 
vice 

pOSt*men*0*pauS*al /.poos^mena'paizal/ adj, medical 

1 : having gone through menopause ■ postmenopausal wom¬ 
en 

2 : happening after menopause ■ postmenopausal symptoms 
post*mis*tress /'poust,mistras/« 0 w/i,p/-tress*es [count] 

old-fashioned : a woman who is in charge of a post office 
pOSt*mod*ern /,po(jst'ma:d&n/ adj : of or relating to post¬ 
modernism ■ postmodern architecture/literature 
pOSt*mod*ern*ism Apoust'maida^nizam/ noun [non¬ 
count] : a style of art, architecture, literature, etc., that devel¬ 
oped after modernism and that differs from modernism in 
some important way (such as by combining traditional mate¬ 
rials and forms with modem ones or by having an ironic 
tone or attitude) 

— post-mod-ern-ist /^oust'maidarost/ adj "a postmodern¬ 
ist author • postmodernist art — postmodernist noun, pi 
-ists [count] ■ The author is a postmodernist. 

1 pOSt*mor*tem /jpoust'moa-tam/ adj, always used before a 
noun, medical : happening after death ■ a postmortem exam¬ 
ination 

postmortem noun, pi -terns [count] 

1 medical : an examination of a dead body to find out the 
cause of death : autopsy ■ A postmortem showed that the 
man had been poisoned. 

2 : a discussion or analysis of something (such as an event) 
after it has ended ■ Party leaders are conducting a postmor¬ 
tem of the election to try to find out what went wrong. 

pOSt*na*tal /,poust'neitJ/ adj, always used before a noun, 
medical : relating to the period of time following the birth of 
a child ■ postnatal care/depression 
post office noun, pi ~ -flees 

1 [count] : a building where the mail for a local area is sent 
and received — abbr. P.O. 

2 the Post Office : the government department in charge of 
collecting and delivering mail ■ She works for the Post Office. 
[=(US) the Postal Service] 

post office box noun, pi ^ boxes [count ]: p.o. box 
post—Op /'poust'a.p/ adj, always used before a noun, medical 
: postoperative ■ a post-op procedure/patient 
pOSt*Op*er*a*tive /.poust'aiprativ/ adj, always used before 
a noun, medical 

1 : happening after an operation ■ postoperative care 

2 : having had an operation recently * a postoperative patient 
post* paid /'poust'peid/ adj ' costing nothing to mail be¬ 
cause the postage has been paid already ■ The shoes are $40 
postpaid. ■ a postpaid card 

pOSt*par*tum /,poust , paa*am/ adj, always used before a 
noun, medical : relating to or happening in the period of 
time following the birth of a child ■ a postpartum examina¬ 
tion/care 

postpartum depression noun [noncount] chiefly US, 
medical: a feeling of deep sadness, anxiety, etc., that a worn- 
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postpone • potent 


an feels after giving birth to a child 
post-pone /.poust'poun/ verb -pones; -poned; -pon-ing 

[+ obj\ : to decide that something which had been planned 
for a particular time will be done at a later time instead ■ We 
had to postpone our vacation. = We had to postpone going on 
our vacation. ■ The baseball game was postponed until/to to¬ 
morrow because of rain. 

— post-pone*ment /^oust'pounmant/ noun, pi -ments 
[count] After many postponements, the wedding finally 
took place, [noncount] The rain caused postponement of 
the baseball game. 

post-pran-di-al /poust'pnendijal I adj, always used before a 
noun, formal + humorous : happening after a meal ■ post¬ 
prandial nausea ■ a postprandial coffee/nap 
post-script /'poust,sknpt/ noun, pi -scripts [count] 

1 : a note or series of notes added at the end of a letter, arti¬ 
cle, or book ■ In a postscript to her letter, she promised to 
write again soon. — abbr. PS 

2 : an additional fact or piece of information about a story 
that occurs after the main part • An interesting postscript to 
the story is that the two people involved later got married. 

pOSt-Sea-SOn /'poust.siizn/ noun, pi -sons [count] US, 
sports : a period of time immediately after the regular season 
when teams play against each other in a series of games to 
determine a champion ■ The team has never played in the 
postseason. — often used before another noun ■ postseason 
games 

post-traumatic stress disorder noun [noncount] 
medical : a mental condition that can affect a person who 
has had a very shocking or difficult experience (such as 
fighting in a war) and that is usually characterized by depres¬ 
sion, anxiety, etc. — abbr. PTSD — called also post- 
traumatic stress syndrome 

1 pos*tU*late /'pa:stf3,leit/ verb -lates; -lat*ed; -lat-ing [+ 

obj] formal : to suggest (something, such as an idea or theo¬ 
ry) especially in order to start a discussion ■ The theory pos¬ 
tulates [= claims, posits] that carbon dioxide emissions con¬ 
tribute to global warming. ■ Scientists have postulated the 
existence of water on the planet. 

2 pos-tU-late /'paistfalat/ noun, pi -lates [count] formal : a 
statement that is accepted as being true and that is used as 
the basis of a theory, argument, etc. ■ Einstein’s theory of rel¬ 
ativity was deduced from two postulates. 
pos-ture /'pa:stfa 1 / noun, pi -tures 

1 : the way in which your body is positioned when you are 
sitting or standing [count] Human beings have an upright 
posture. • a rigid/stiff posture [noncount] He has good/bad/ 
poor posture. 

2 [count] formal : the attitude a person or group has toward 
a subject — usually singular ■ The country has taken an ag¬ 
gressive posture on immigration. ■ She took a neutral posture 
in the argument. 

— pos-tur-al /'paistforol/ adj, always used before a noun, for¬ 
mal ■ poor postural habits 

pOS-tur-ifig /'pa:stfoni]/ noun [noncount ] disapproving : be¬ 
havior that is intended to impress other people and that is 
not sincere ■ Don’t be fooled by his macho posturing. He’s re¬ 
ally a coward at heart. 

pOSt-war / , poust,wo 0 ’/ adj, always used before a noun : hap¬ 
pening, existing, or made after a war • the postwar generation 
■ postwar architecture; especially : happening, existing, or 
made after World War II ■ postwar Europe — opposite pre¬ 
war 

post-wom-an /'pous^wuman/ noun, pi -wom-en 

/-,wiman/ [count] : a woman who collects or delivers mail: a 
female letter carrier 

po-sy /'pouzi/ noun, pi -sies [count] old-fashioned 

1 : a small bunch of flowers • a posy of violets 

2 : a single cut flower ■ a pocket full of posies 
1 Eg /'P a:t / noun, pi pots 

1 [count] a : a deep, round container that is used for cook¬ 
ing ■ a soup pot ■ He scrubbed the pots and pans. — see pic¬ 
ture at kitchen b : a container that is used for storing or 
holding something ■ clay pots ■ (Brit) a yogurt/paint pot ■ He 
is growing tomato plants in pots. — see also chamber pot, 
CHIMNEY POT, COFFEEPOT, FLOWERPOT, LOBSTER POT, 
MELTING POT, STOCKPOT, TEAPOT 

2 [count] : the amount of something held by a pot — often + 
of • She made a pot of tea. 

3 [count] Ujformal : a large amount of something — usually 
+ of ■ She earned a pot of money on that job. ■ His comments 


have stirred up a pot of trouble. — often plural ■ She earned 
pots of money. 

4 the pot chiefly US a : the total amount of money that can 
be won in a card game and that is made up of all the bets put 
together : kitty ■ He took the pot. [=he won all the money 
that was bet] • There is over $100 in the pot. b : the total 
amount of money that has been gathered from many people 
for some purpose : KirrY ■ A donor added $1,000 to the pot 
in support of the theater company. 

5 [count] informal : potbelly — usually singular ■ I’m so 
out of shape—look at this pot\ 

6 [count] informal : toilet — usually singular ■ sat on the 
pot 

7 [count] Brit: a shot that causes a ball to fall into a pocket 
in games like snooker and pool 

a watched pot never boils see ‘boil 
go to pot informal: to be ruined : to fail ■ Their business is 
going to pot. 

- compare 2 pot 

2 pot noun [noncount] informal : marijuana • an ounce of pot 
■ a pot smoker/plant — compare ‘pot 
3 pot verb pots; pot*ted; pot-ting [+ obj] 

1 : to plant (something) in a pot ■ She spent the afternoon 
potting tulip bulbs. 

2 Brit : to shoot (a ball) into a pocket in games like snooker 
and pool ■ He potted [= pocketed, sank] the winning shot. 

3 Brit: to shoot and kill (an animal) ■ She potted a bird, 
po-ta-ble /'poutabal/ adj [more most ~] technical: safe 

to drink ■ potable water 

pot-ash /'pa:t,sej/ noun [noncount] : a form of potassium 
that is used especially to improve soil or to make soap 
pO-taS-Si-UITl /pa'tjesijam/ noun [noncount] : a soft, silver- 
white metal that is used especially in farming and industry 
PO-ta-tO /pa'teitou/ noun, pi -toes 

1 : a round root of a plant that has brown, yellow, or red 
skin and white or yellow flesh and that is eaten as a vegetable 
[count] baked/mashed/roasted/boiled potatoes [noncount] 
slices of potato ■ mashed potato ■ potato salad — see color 
picture on page C4; see also jacket potato, sweet pota¬ 
to 

2 [count] : the plant that produces potatoes ■ She’s growing 
carrots and potatoes in her garden this year. 

- see also couch potato, hot potato, meat and pota¬ 
toes, SMALL POTATOES 

potato Chip noun, pi ~ chips [count] US : a thin slice of 
potato that is fried or sometimes baked and usually salted ■ I 
had a sandwich and a bag of potato chips for lunch. — called 
also (Brit) crisp, (Brit) potato crisp 
potato pancake noun, pi — cakes [count] chiefly US : a 
fried, flat cake consisting of potato mixed with egg and usu¬ 
ally onion and spices 

pot-bel-lied /'paitjbelid/ adj : having a large, round stom¬ 
ach that sticks out ■ a potbellied man 
potbellied pig noun, pi ~ pigs [count] : a small pig with a 
large belly and usually a black or white coat 
potbellied stove noun, pi ~ stoves [count] US : a stove 
with a large, rounded body — called also potbelly stove 
pot-bel-ly /'pai^beli/ noun, pi -lies [count] 

1 : a large, round stomach that sticks out ■ a man with a pot¬ 
belly 

2 : potbellied stove 

potbelly Stove noun, pi ~ stoves [count] : potbellied 
stove 

pot-boil-er /'pai^boila 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a book, 
movie, etc., that is made in usually a cheap way in order to 
make money rather than for artistic reasons 
po-ten-cy /'poutnsi/ noun, pi -cies 

1 [noncount] : the power to influence someone ■ Her words 
had potency. — often + of u I can’t deny the potency of his ar¬ 
gument. 

2 : the strength or effectiveness of something [count] drugs 
of high potencies [noncount] vitamins of high potency 

3 [noncount]: the ability of a man to have sex • The drug can 
improve sexual potency. 

po-tent /'poutnt/ adj [more most ~\ 

1 a : very effective or strong • potent medicine ■ The tea was 
potent, b : having a very powerful effect or influence on 
someone ■ He had potent arguments for going to war. ■ Her 
story serves as a potent reminder of the dangers of drug use. 

2 of a man : able to have sex — opposite impotent 

- po-tent-ly adv ■ a potently meaningful speech 


potentate ■ pouch 
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potentate /'po<jtn,teit/ noun, pi -tates [count] literary : a 
powerful ruler ■ medieval potentates 
1 PO'ten-tial /pa'tcnjal/ adj, always used before a noun : capa¬ 
ble of becoming real : possible ■ Doctors are excited about 
the new drug’s potential benefits. ■ Critics say the factory 
poses a potential threat to the environment. ■ the school’s po¬ 
tential growth • He is a potential candidate for president. ■ 
The project has potential risks/advantages. 

— po-ten-tial-ly adv ■ a potentially deadly virus 
Potential noun, pi -tials 

1 [count] : a chance or possibility that something will happen 
or exist in the future — usually singular; usually + for * Wet 
roads increase the potential for an accident. [=make an acci¬ 
dent more likely to happen] "If you study hard, there is a 
greater potential for success. 

2 a : a quality that something has that can be developed to 
make it better [count] Scientists are exploring the potentials 
of the new drug. ■ The stock’s earning potential is high. [=the 
stock is likely to earn a lot of money] ■ The new technology 
has the potential to transform the industry, [noncount] 
There is potential in the new technology, but it will be a long 
time before it can actually be used. • The company has a lot 
of potential for future growth, b [noncount] : an ability that 
someone has that can be developed to help that person be¬ 
come successful ■ The team’s newest player shows great po¬ 
tential. [= promise ] ■ He has the potential to be one of the 
team’s best players. ■ She has leadership potential. [=she 
could become a successful leader] • He shows enormous po¬ 
tential as an athlete. ■ The school tries to help students reach/ 
realize their full potential. [=to become the best they can be] 

3 [count, noncount] technical: the amount of work that is re¬ 
quired to move a quantity of electricity from one point on a 
circuit to another 4- This kind of work is usually measured 
in volts. • The instrument is used to measure the changing 
electrical potentials. 

potential energy noun [noncount] physics : the energy 
that something has because of its position or the way its 
parts are arranged Potential energy is energy that is not 
yet being used. 

pO-ten-ti*al*i*ty /paitcn/i'zelati/ noun, pi -ties formal 

1 : a quality that can be developed to make someone or 
something better [count] They underestimated his potential¬ 
ities. [noncount] The teacher sees potentiality [=potential] in 
every student. 

2 [count]: a chance or possibility that something will happen 
or exist in the future — usually singular ■ There is a/the po¬ 
tentiality for good in all people. 

pot*head /'pa:t|hed/ noun, pi -heads [count] US, informal 
: a person who smokes a lot of marijuana 
pot-hold-er /'pai^houlda-/ noun, pi ~ -ers [count] US : a 
small, thick cloth pad that people use to protect their hands 
when they are holding hot cooking pots, pans, etc. — see 
picture at KITCHEN 

pot-hole /'pa:t,houl/ noun, pi -holes [count] : a deep, 
round hole in a road or some other surface (such as the bot¬ 
tom of a river) — sometimes used figuratively ■ The project 
hit a big pothole a few weeks ago. 

— pot*holed / l pa;t,hould/ adj ■ the city’s potholed streets 
portion /'poufan/ noun, pi -tions [count] ; a drink that is 

meant to have a special or magical effect on someone ■ He 
drank the fatal potion. • The hero in the play is given a mag¬ 
ic/love potion so that he will fall in love with the princess. ■ 
medical potions ■ sleeping potions 
poMuck (US) or Brit pot luck /'pcr.t'Uk/ noun, pi -lucks 

1 [count] US : a meal to which everyone who is invited 
brings food to share ■ He organized a neighborhood potluck 
for next Saturday. — often used before another noun ■ a pot- 
luck dinner/supper 

2 [noncount] chiefly Brit : a meal for a guest that is prepared 
from whatever is available ■ I wasn’t expecting you for din¬ 
ner, so you’ll have to take pot luck. — often used figuratively 
■ We don’t have definite plans. We’re just going to take pot 
luck. [=we’re just going to take/accept whatever is available 
and hope that it is good] 

pot-pie /■pcr.t'pai/ noun, pi -pies [count] US : a mixture of 
meat and vegetables that is covered with a layer of pastry 
and cooked in a deep dish ■ a chicken/turkey potpie 
pot plant noun, pi ~ plants [count] 

1 chiefly US, informal : a marijuana plant 

2 Brit : houseplant 
pot-pour-ri /,poupu'ri:/ noun, pi -ris 

1 [count, noncount] : a mixture of dried flower petals, leaves. 


and spices that is used to make a room smell pleasant 
2 [singular] : a collection of different things • The festival 
was a musical potpourri —performances included folk, jazz, 
blues, and rap music. — often + of m The book is a potpourri 
[=assortment, medley] of stories about family, religion, and 
food. 

pot roast noun, pi ~ roasts [count, noncount] : a piece of 
beef that is cooked slowly in a pot 
pot-shot / l pa:t l fa:t/ noun, pi -shots [count] ; a gunshot 
that is fired in a careless way or at an easy target ■ A sniper 
was on the roof taking potshots at passing cars. — often 
used figuratively to describe a careless or unfair criticism ■ 
She uses her newspaper column to take potshots at anyone 
who disagrees with her. ■ a verbal potshot 
pot-tage /'paitufe/ noun [noncount] old-fashioned : a thick 
soup of vegetables and often meat 

a mess of pottage : something that has little or no value ■ 
They sold/traded their birthright for a mess of pottage. 
pot-ted /'pentad/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 ; growing in a pot rather than in the ground • potted palms/ 
plants/herbs 

2 : cooked and then preserved in a pot, jar, or can ■ potted 
meats 

3 chiefly Brit, informal : giving only the most important in¬ 
formation about something : brief and simplified ■ The book 
gives a potted history of the Industrial Revolution in the first 
chapter. ■ a potted summary/version 

1 pot-ter /'pa:t»/ noun, pi -ters [count] : a person who makes 
pots, bowls, plates, etc., out of clay : a person who makes 
pottery by hand 

2 potter verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing 

potter around/about [phrasal verb] Brit : to spend time in a 
relaxed way doing small jobs and other things that are not 
very important ■ He spent his vacation pottering around 
[=(US) puttering around] the house/garden. 

— pot-ter-er /'partarer/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

potter’s Wheel noun, pi ~ wheels [count] : a machine 
with a flat disk on which a potter shapes wet clay into pots as 
it spins 

pot-tery /'pentad/ noun, pi -ter-ies 

1 [noncount] : objects (such as bowls, plates, etc.) that are 
made out of clay usually by hand and then baked at high 
temperatures so that they become hard ■ He has collected 
pottery for years. ■ a glazed pottery jar 

2 [noncount] : the art or activity of making objects out of 
clay ■ She was a painter for years before she discovered pot¬ 
tery. ■ a pottery class ■ pottery techniques 

3 [count] : a place where potters make objects out of clay 
potting Shed noun, pi ~ sheds [count] : a small building 

in which plants are grown in pots until they are ready to be 
planted outside 

potting Soil noun [noncount] US : a mixture of dirt and 
other substances that people use when placing plants in pots 
1 pot-ty /'pa:ti/ noun, pi -ties informal 

1 [count]: a pot that children use as a toilet until they are big 
enough to use a toilet 

2 the potty : the toilet or bathroom — used by children or 
when talking to children ■ Mommy, I need to use the potty, 
go potty US, informal : to use the toilet — used by children 

or when talking to children. ■ Be sure to go potty before we 
leave the house. ■ I have to go potty. 

2 potty adj pot-ti-er, -est [also more most ~ ] Brit, informal 

1 : crazy ■ I think he’s gone a little potty. ■ All this noise is 
driving me pottyl 

2 : very interested in or excited about someone or some¬ 
thing ■ She’s just potty about this new dance class. 

pot-ty—mouthed /'pa:ti,mauad/ adj [more most ~] US, 

informal : using indecent or offensive language : foul- 
mouthed ■ potty-mouthed comedians 

— potty mouth noun, pi ~ mouths [count] US, informal ■ a 
comedian who has/is a potty mouth [=a comedian who uses 
a lot of offensive language] 

potty training noun [noncount] : TOILET training 

— potty-train verb -trains; -trained; -training [+ obj] ■ 
She’s trying to potty-train her daughter. — potty—trained 
adj ’ The twins are potty-trained now. 

pouch /'pautfV noun, pi pouch-es [count] 

1 a : a small bag ■ He carried his money in a small leather 
pouch in his pocket. ■ a tobacco pouch b : a bag often with 
a lock that is used to carry letters or important papers ■ a 
mail pouch 

2 a ; a pocket of skin on the stomachs of some female ani- 
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mals (such as kangaroos and koalas) that is used to carry 
young b : a pocket of skin inside the mouths of some ani¬ 
mals (such as squirrels and hamsters) that is used to carry 
food 

— pouchy /'pautfi/ adi pouch-i-er; -est ■ pouchy [ =baggy] 
eyes 

pouf also pouffe /*pu:f/ noun, pi poufs also pouffes 
[count] Brit: ottoman 

poultice /'poultas/ noun, pi -tic-es [count] : a soft, usually 
heated substance that is spread on cloth and then placed on 
the skin to heal a sore or reduce pain 
poultry /'pooltri/ noun [noncount] 

1 : birds (such as chickens and ducks) that are raised on 
farms for their eggs or meat 

2 : meat from a bird ■ This wine goes well with poultry. 
pounce /'pauns/ verb pounc-es; pounced; pounc-ing 

[no obj] 

1 : to suddenly jump toward and take hold of someone or 
something ■ The cat crouched low and waited for the mo¬ 
ment to pounce. — usually + on ■ As the boys rounded the 
corner, a group of kids pounced on them. — often used figu¬ 
ratively ■ A salesperson pounced on me [=quickly ap¬ 
proached me] as soon as I walked into the store. ■ When a 
few documents showed that the mayor had avoided paying 
his taxes, the press pounced on [=attacked] him. ■ She lost 
control of the ball, and the other team pounced on the op¬ 
portunity to score. ■ He pounced on the job offer. 

2 : to act or move quickly and suddenly ■ Movie studios are 
ready to pounce as soon as she announces that she’s making 
movies again. ■ She pounced at the phone when it rang. 

1 Pound /'paund/ noun, pi pounds also pound 

1 [count] : a unit of weight that is equal to 16 ounces or 
0.4536 kilograms ■ The recipe calls for a pound of ground 
beef. ■ a 50-pound dog = a dog that weighs 50 pounds ■ Chick¬ 
en is on sale this week for $3 per/a pound. ■ I gained some 
weight last winter and I’m trying to lose a few pounds. • 
Pound for pound, it’s the most valuable crop being grown in 
the state. [=when comparing a pound of this crop with a 
pound of other crops, a pound of this crop is more valuable] 

2 a [count] : a basic unit of money in the United Kingdom 
and some other countries ■ The bill came to 30 pounds 10 
pence. ■ Rent for the flat is 600 pounds per/a month. • a five- 
pound note b [count] : a bill or coin that is worth one 
pound ■ “Do you have any cash on you?” “I’ve got a few 
pounds in my wallet.” c the pound technical : the value of 
a pound when it is compared to another unit of money ■ The 
dollar dropped sharply against the pound. ■ the strength/ 
weakness of the pound 

in for a penny, in for a pound see penny 
pile on the pounds see 2 pile 

pound of flesh : an amount that is owed to someone who 
demands to be paid ■ When the creditors came to collect 
their pound of flesh, he had nothing to give them. 

- compare 2 pound, 3 pound; see also pound cake 
2 pound noun, pi pounds [count] 

1 : a place where dogs and cats that are found on the streets 
without an owner are kept until their owners come and get 
them 

2 : a place to which cars that have been parked illegally are 
towed and kept until their owners pay to get them back 
-compare ‘pound, ‘pound 

3 pound noun, pi pounds [count] US : the symbol # ■ To 
record a message, press pound. = To record a message, press 
the pound key. [=press the button/key labeled “#”] — called 
also (US) pound sign, (Brit) hash, (Brit) hash sign — compare 
‘pound, 2 pound 

4 pound verb pounds; pound-ed; pound-ing 

1 : to hit (something or someone) with force again and again 
[+ obj] Heavy waves pounded the shore. ■ The metal is heated 
and then pounded into shape. ■ She pounded [=drove] the 
nails into the wood. ■ He got frustrated and started to pound 
the piano keys. ■ He pounded his fist on the table. ■ The box¬ 
ers were really pounding each other, [no obj] Someone is 
pounding [=banging] at the door. ■ Waves pounded against 
the side of the boat. — often + on ■ He began to pound on a 
drum. 

2 [+ obj ]: to crush or break (something) into very small piec¬ 
es by hitting it again and again ■ The wheat is pounded into 
flour. ■ Pound the herbs and garlic until they form a paste. 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
walk or run with heavy and loud steps ■ He came pounding 
down the stairs. ■ The horses pounded up the track. 


4 [no obj] : to work hard at something for a long time — 
usually + away ■ He pounded away all night at his computer, 
writing the report. • I don’t feel like I’m making much 
progress, but I keep pounding away. 

5 [no obj] : to beat loudly and quickly ■ He woke from the 
dream in a cold sweat with his heart pounding (in his ears). ■ I 
took an aspirin because my head was pounding. ■ a pounding 
[=throbbing] headache 

6 [+ obj] : to bomb (an area) many times • Bombers pounded 
the city all night. 

7 [+ obj] US, informal : to drink (something) quickly • They 
pounded (back) a few beers at the bar. 

pound out [phrasal verb] pound out (something) or pound 
(something) out 1 : to make or produce (something) 
quickly ■ Every week he pounds out [=bangs out] another 
column for the newspaper. 2 : to play (a song, melody, 
etc.) loudly on a musical instrument (such as a piano) ■ 
The band’s lead singer was pounding out [=banging out] a 
tune on the piano. 

pound the streets/pavement : to walk or run on the street 
especially in search of something ■ She’s out there every 
day pounding the pavement , looking for work. ■ Hard-core 
joggers will pound the streets in all kinds of weather, 
pound-age /'paundufe/ noun [noncount] 

1 technical : an amount charged for every pound that some¬ 
thing weighs 

2 informal : body weight ■ She’s carrying some extra pound¬ 
age after the holidays. 

pound cake noun, pi ~ cakes [count, noncount] US : a 
rich cake made with a large amount of butter and eggs 
pound-er /'paunda 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person or thing that has a specified weight in pounds — 
used in combination ■ The fish was a 22 -pounder. [=the fish 
weighed 22 pounds] ■ He’s the team’s only 300-pounder. [=a 
person who weighs 300 pounds] 

2 : a gun that fires a shell of a specified weight ■ a 64 -pounder 
pound-fool-ish /'paund'furlif/ ad/ 

penny-wise and/but pound-foolish see penny-wise 
pounding noun,pi -ings 

1 [count] : the act of hitting someone or something with 
force again and again — usually singular ■ We could hear the 
pounding of waves against the shore. ■ There was a pounding 
[= banging ] on/at my door early the next morning. ■ The box¬ 
er took a pounding [-took a beating] in the ring. — often 
used figuratively ■ They gave us a pounding in the first half of 
the game. ■ The company’s stocks took a pounding. 

2 [singular] : the act of beating loudly and quickly ■ I could 
feel a pounding in my chest. = I could feel the pounding of 
my heart in my chest. 

pound sign noun, pi ~ signs [count] 

1 : the symbol £ that represents the British pound 

2 US : ‘pound 

pound Sterling noun, pi pounds sterling [count] : a ba¬ 
sic unit of money in the United Kingdom : pound 
POur /'poa/ verb pours; poured; pour-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to cause (something) to flow in a steady stream 
from or into a container or place ■ He carefully poured the 
water into her glass. ■ Pour the sauce over the pasta. ■ She 
poured salt into the palm of her hand and then sprinkled it 
over the stew. ■ The smokestacks poured out thick clouds of 
black smoke. ■ The burst pipe poured out water. ■ The con¬ 
crete foundation has been poured. — sometimes used figura¬ 
tively ■ She poured scorn on the plan. [=she talked about the 
plan in a very critical and scornful way] 

2 : to fill a cup or glass with a drink for someone [+ obj] Will 
you pour (out) the wine? [=will you fill everyone’s glass with 
wine?] ■ Pour a drink for me, please. = Pour me a drink, 
please. ■ Can I pour you some lemonade? ■ He poured 
[=served] himself a (cup of) coffee, [no obj] Could you please 
pour ? 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
flow or move continuously in a steady stream ■ Light poured 
[=■streamed] down from the hole in the roof. ■ Smoke poured 
out from the chimney. ■ Sweat was pouring from her brow. 
— often used figuratively ■ Music pours out of the dance 
clubs at night. ■ All of his pent-up emotion came pouring out. 
■ She started crying, and then the whole story of what hap¬ 
pened came pouring out. ■ Orders for the soap have started 
to pour in. ■ Thousands of people poured into the stadium for 
the game. ■ People poured out of the subway. 

4 [no obj] a ; to rain heavily ■ It poured all day. ■ It was pour¬ 
ing the whole time we were there. ■ (Brit) It is pouring (down) 
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with rain, b of rain : to come down heavily ■ The rain 
poured down. ■ We had to wait for hours in the pouring rain, 
pour cold water on see 1 water 

pour into [phrasal verb] pour (something) into (something) 
: to spend (a large amount of money, time, energy, etc.) on 
something ■ She has poured thousands (of dollars) into the 
business. ■ He has been pouring all his time/resources into 
the project. 

pour oil on troubled waters chiefly Brit : to try to make 
peace between people who are arguing 
pour on [phrasal verb] 1 pour on (something) or pour 
(something) on : to produce a lot of (something) in order 
to achieve something ■ The defense poured on the pressure 
in the second half of the game. ■ He really poured on the 
charm to get her to have dinner with him. 2 pour it on in¬ 
formal a : to talk about something in an emotional way 
that is not sincere in order to get sympathy, attention, etc. ■ 
When he saw that she felt sorry for him, he really poured it 
on. b chiefly US : to do something in a very energetic and 
effective way • After they took the lead in the second half, 
they really started to pour it on. [=they started to score a lot 
of points very quickly] 

pour out [phrasal verb] pour out (something) or pour (some¬ 
thing) out : to freely express (an emotion) : to talk freely 
about (something personal) ■ I listened while he poured out 
his anger and frustration. "I'm sorry about pouring out my 
troubles like this. ■ She poured out the whole story. 
pour your heart/soul out or pour out your heart/soul : to 
speak very freely to someone about how your private and 
most deeply felt emotions ■ He’ll pour his heart out to any¬ 
one who will listen. 

when it rains, it pours or it never rains but it pours see 

2 rain 

pout /'paut/ verb pouts; pout-ed; poutdng 

1 : to push out your lips to show that you are angry or an¬ 
noyed or to look sexually attractive [+ obj] She pouted her 
lips and stared at him angrily, [no obj] The boy didn’t want 
to leave—he stomped his feet and pouted. ■ The model pout¬ 
ed for the cameras. * Her lips pouted , and she began to cry. 

2 [no obj] chiefly US : to refuse to talk to people because you 
are angry or annoyed about something ■ Whenever he 
doesn’t get his own way, he pouts. [=sm//cj] ■ Quit poutingl 

— pout noun, pi pouts [count] • She had a sultry pout on her 
lips. — pouted adj ■ pouted lips — polity /'pauti/ adj 
pout-i-er; -est ■ pouty lips ■ He had a pouty look on his 
face. 

POV abbr, chiefly US point of view 
pOV«er»ty /'powa^i/ noun 

1 (noncount] : the state of being poor ■ rural/urban poverty ■ 
families living in poverty ■ He came from poverty. ■ He was 
bom in/into poverty. 

2 [singular] formal : a lack of something > There is a poverty 
of information about the disease. ■ a poverty of imagination 

poverty line noun 

the poverty line : the level of income that makes it possible 
for a person to pay for basic food, clothing, and shelter ■ 
Many families in the city are living below/at the poverty 
line. — called also poverty level 

pov-er-ty-Strick«en /'paiva^strikan/ adi : very poor ■ 
poverty-stricken neighborhoods/families 
poverty trap noun, pi ~ traps [count] : a situation in 
which a person who is poor is unable to escape from pover¬ 
ty; especially, chiefly Brit : a situation in which a poor person 
who gets a job will remain poor because the amount of mon¬ 
ey that person receives from the government will be reduced 
POW /'pau/ inter/' 

1 — used to express the sound of an explosion, a gun firing, 
or a person hitting another person ■ We were talking and 
then ... Pow\ Someone hit him from behind. 

2 — used to show that something has happened suddenly ■ I 
was relaxing with a cup of tea and then— pow\ I suddenly re¬ 
membered where I was supposed to be. 

POW /.piijOu'dAbalJu:/ noun, pi POWs [count] : prisoner 
OF war ■ missing POWs • a POW camp 
1 pow-der /'pauda 1 / noun, pi -ders 

1 : a dry substance made up of very tiny pieces of something 
[noncount] garlic/chili/cocoa powder [count] The powder is 
made from the roots of the plant. > Mix together the different 
powders. ■ She crushed the peppercorns into a fine powder. 

— see also baking powder, chili powder, curry pow¬ 
der, FIVE-SPICE POWDER, SOAP POWDER 

2 [noncount] : a very fine, dry substance that is put on your 


body or face especially to make it dry or less shiny ■ The girls 
put on their lipstick and (face) powder before heading out to 
the dance. ■ We’re running low on baby powder and diapers. 
— see picture at grooming; see also talcum powder 

3 [noncount] : snow that is very light and dry ■ We woke this 
morning to several inches of fresh powder on the ground. — 
often used before another noun • powder skiing/snow 

4 [noncount] : gunpowder — see also powder keg 
keep your powder dry old-fashioned : to be calm and ready 

for a possible problem in the future ■ They don’t know 
how the election will turn out, so for now they’re just keep¬ 
ing their powder dry. 

take a powder US, informal + old-fashioned : to leave sud¬ 
denly and quickly ■ The boys decided to take a powder as 
soon as they saw there was work to be done. 

2 powder verb -ders; -dered; -der-ing [+ obj] : to put pow¬ 
der on (your face or body) ■ She powdered her face and put 
on lipstick. 

powder your nose somewhat old-fashioned — used by 
women as a polite way of excusing themselves from a ta¬ 
ble, conversation, etc., to go to the bathroom ■ Excuse me. 
I'm just going to go powder my nose. I’ll be right back, 
powder blue noun [noncount] : a pale blue color — see 
color picture on page C2 
pow-dered acfj, always used before a noun 

1 : in the form of a powder: such as a : made into a dry 
powder by having all the water removed ■ powdered milk/ink 
b : having been crushed or ground into a powder ■ powdered 
shells/charcoal 

2 : covered in powder ■ powdered wigs/cheeks 
powdered sugar noun [noncount] US : sugar that has 

been ground into a fine powder — called also ( US) confec¬ 
tioners’ sugar, (Brit) icing sugar 
powder keg noun, pi ~ kegs [count] 

1 : a small container that is used to hold gunpowder 

2 : a place or situation that is likely to become dangerous or 
violent soon ■ Political instability has made the region a pow¬ 
der keg. 

powder puff noun, pi ~ puffs [count] : a small, round 
piece of soft material that is used to put powder on your face 
or body 

powder room noun, pi ~ rooms [count] 

1 US : a small bathroom especially for guests that has a toilet 
and sink but not a bathtub or shower 

2 : a public bathroom for women in a restaurant, hotel, etc. 
pOW-dery /*paud3ri/ adj 

1 : like powder ■ powdery ashes ■ the beach’s powdery white 
sand 

2 : covered with powder ■ We skied down the powdery 
slopes. 

pOW«er /'pawa 1 / noun, pi -ers 

1 [noncount]: the ability or right to control people or things 

■ She is from a very wealthy family with a lot of social power. 

■ a politician who is hungry for power = a power- hungry pol¬ 
itician ■ The company abused its power, forcing workers to 
work overtime without pay. ■ The company was almost de¬ 
stroyed in a power struggle between its two founders. ■ She 
had them in her power. [=she controlled them] ■ I’m sorry, 
but I don’t have it in my power to help you. [=1 don’t have the 
power to help you; I can’t help you] — often + over • He has 
no power over me. 

2 [noncount] : political control of a country or area ■ After 
the emperor died, power passed to his eldest son. ■ the peace¬ 
ful transfer of power to the newly elected president • The 
president was removed from power in the recent uprising. ■ 
The new government has taken power. • The latest elections 
put a new (political) party in power. ■ The rebels rose/came 
to power several years ago. — see also black power, 

FLOWER POWER 

3 [count] a : a person or organization that has a lot of con¬ 
trol and influence over other people or organizations ■ A 
small company with only a few products has grown to be¬ 
come a power in the industry. ■ Our state is now the region's 
leading economic power, b : a country that has a lot of in¬ 
fluence and military strength ■ a foreign power ■ the Europe¬ 
an powers — see also great power, superpower, world 

POWER 

4 [noncount] a : physical force or strength ■ Getting the 
floor clean required lots of muscle power. — often + of ■ I 
was impressed by the sheer power of her tennis serve. ■ the 
power of hurricane winds b : military force ■ They are 
threatening to use air/military power to resolve the conflict. 
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— see also balance of power, firepower, sea power 
C : the energy or force that someone or something can pro¬ 
duce for movement, work, etc. • He could not walk under 
his own power. [=he could not walk without help] ■ The ma¬ 
chines are running at full power. [=are doing as much work 
as they can possibly do] 

5 a : an ability to do something [count] It’s an old story, but 
it still has the power to frighten children. ■ You have the pow¬ 
er to change your life. ■ I’ll do everything within/in my power 
to help. [=F11 do everything that I can to help] ■ It’s in your 
power [=you have the ability] to change the way things are 
done here. — often + of m He’s studying the healing powers of 
various plants. ■ She lost the power of speech. [=she was no 
longer able to speak] ■ Some things are beyond the power of 
human understanding. ■ He used all of his powers of persua¬ 
sion, but she still would not agree, [noncount] Each member 
of the club has equal voting power. ■ The new computer is 
tiny but has more computing power than many desktop 
computers. ■ His position gives him great bargaining power. 

— see also buying power, purchasing power, staying 
power b [noncount] : the ability to influence or affect peo¬ 
ple or things ■ It was a speech of great power. ■ A good lawyer 
is able to argue with power and conviction. — often + of m the 
power of art/love/religion/television ■ Great poetry reminds 
us of the power of language. — see also drawing power, 
PULLING POWER 

6 : the right to do something : legal or official authority to 
do something [count] You have the power to decide whether 
or not you 11 agree to do it. • The President has the power to 
veto laws passed by Congress, [noncount] The board of di¬ 
rectors has given her power to negotiate the contract. — see 
also POWER OF ATTORNEY 

7 [noncount] a : energy that can be collected and used to 
operate machines ■ electrical/nuclear/solar/wind/battery 
power ■ The car’s engine yields more power while using less 
fuel. — see also horsepower, manpower b : the elec¬ 
tricity that people use ■ We lost power during the storm. ■ Do 
you know how many watts of power your refrigerator uses 
per day? 

8 [count] mathematics a : the number of times that a num¬ 
ber is to be multiplied by itself ■ 5 (raised) to the third power 
is 125. [=5 x5x5 = 125] b:a number that results from 
multiplying a number by itself ■ 8 is a power of 2 because 2 x 
2 x 2 is equal to 8. 

9 [noncount] technical : the ability of an optical device (such 
as a telescope) to make objects look bigger ■ the power 
[=magnification] of a microscope/telescope ■ a telescope of 
high power 

do (someone) a power of good Brit, informal + old- 
fashioned : to help someone physically or mentally : to 
make someone feel better ■ I think spending a day outside 
in the sunshine would do you a power of good. [~(t/»S) do 
you a world of good] 

more power to you (US) or Brit more power to your el¬ 
bow informal — used to say that you approve of what 
someone is doing and hope it will be successful ■ If he 
wants to write a book, more power to him\ 
the corridors/halls of power : places where people talk 
about issues and make important decisions especially 
about political matters ■ the corridors of power in Washing¬ 
ton, D.C. 

the power behind the throne : the person who secretly 
controls a country, organization, etc., by controlling the 
actions and decisions of the official leader « He’s the com¬ 
pany president, but his assistant is the (real) power behind 
the throne. 

the powers that be : the people who decide what is allowed 
or acceptable in a group, organization, etc. ■ The students 
wanted to have a big party, but the powers that be didn’t ap¬ 
prove. ■ I applied for the job, but I guess the powers that be 
didn’t think I was qualified. 


outside the court’s jurisdiction, command refers to the 
power that someone (such as a military officer) has to 
make decisions and to force people to behave in a desired 
way. ■ He was given command of the regiment domin¬ 
ion is a formal word that stresses the greatest or highest 
power or authority. ■ The country no longer has dominion 
over the island. _ 

2 power verb -ers; -ered; -erring 

1 [+ obj] : to supply (something) with power — usually used 
as (be) powered ■ The entire village is powered by wind. — see 
also POWERED 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to move with 
great speed or force [no obj] The running back powered 
through the defensive line. — often used figuratively ■ The 
band powered through a number of new songs before play¬ 
ing some of their classics. [+ obj] He powered the ball past 
the goalie. ■ She powered her way to the finish line. 
power up [phrasal verb] power up (something) or power 

(something) up : to make (a machine) ready for use by 
supplying it with electricity ■ I powered up [^started up, 
turned on] the computer. 

3 power adj, always used before a noun 

1 : of or relating to electrical power ■ a power supply/source/ 
failure/outage ■ Someone from the power [=electric] compa¬ 
ny called. ■ Power lines [=wires that carry electricity] run 
along the west side of the street. , 

2 : operated by using electricity rather than a person’s 
strength ■ a power drill/saw ■ power tools ■ The car comes 
equipped with power windows. 

3 : having great strength or power ■ a power running back ■ a 
power pitcher 

4 a : involving important people who meet to discuss busi¬ 
ness or political affairs ■ a power breakfast/lunch b of cloth¬ 
ing : having a formal or impressive quality that is meant to 
make you look powerful and important ■ a power suit ■ (US) 
He was wearing a red power tie. 

power—assisted steering noun [noncount] : power 

STEERING 

power base noun, pi ~ bases [count] : the area or group 
of people that provides the main support for a particular po¬ 
litical candidate ■ Both candidates are doing whatever they 
can to raise money from their power bases. ■ Most of her 
power base is in the city. 

pow*er«boat /'pawa^bout/ noun, pi -boats [count] : mo¬ 
torboat; especially : SPEEDBOAT 
power broker noun, pi ~ -kers [count] : a person who has 
a lot of influence and control in a particular activity (such as 
politics) 

power CUt noun, pi ~ cuts [count] Brit : outage 
powdered /‘pawad/ adj : operated by a specified kind of 
power ■ electrically powered vehicles — usually used in com¬ 
bination ■ imcXzar-powered submarines ■ a battery -powered 
motor — see also high-powered 
power forward noun, pi ~ -wards [count] basketball : a 
forward whose size and strength are used mainly to control 
play near the basket 

PQW»er-ful /‘pawafal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : having the ability to control or influence people or things 
■ rich and powerful people ■ a powerful ally ■ The countiy is 
becoming more and more powerful. 

2 : having a strong effect on someone or something ■ power¬ 
ful drugs that attack cancer cells ■ The cash bonus provides a 
powerful incentive to workers. ■ powerful emotions/images ■ 
The perfume has a powerful smell. ■ It’s a very powerful mov¬ 
ie. ■ He gave a powerful [=moving] speech. ■ a powerful [con¬ 
vincing, compelling] argument 

3 : having or producing a lot of physical strength or force ■ 
powerful magnets ■ a powerful machine/motor/force ■ The 
dog has a powerful body. ■ She has a powerful voice. ■ The 
weapons are very powerful. • The aardvark uses its powerful 
claws to dig for food. 

4 : capable of doing many things in a fast and efficient way ■ 
His new computer is more powerful than the one I have. 
the powerful : powerful people ■ the weak and the powerful 
— pow*er«fulriy adv ■ a.powerfully built man [=a man with a 

body that looks very strong] ■ a powerfully written speech/ 
book 

pow-er-house ^pawa^haus/ noun, pi -hous*es [count] 

1 : a group of people or aiv organization that has a lot of 
power ■ The country is an economic powerhouse. ■ Their 
company became a powerhouse in the video game industry. 


synonyms power, authority, jurisdiction, com¬ 
mand, and dominion mean the right or ability to govern, 
rule, or strongly influence people or situations, power is a 
general word that suggests the ability to control or influ¬ 
ence what is done, felt, etc. ■ the power of the throne ■ the 
power to appoint judges ■ The movie has the power to 
shape public opinion, authority suggests power that 
has been given to someone for a specific purpose and that 
hqs certain limits. ■ She gave her nephew the authority to 
manage the estate on her behalf. JURISDICTION refers to 
official, legal power that has certain limits. ■ This matter is 
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2 : a person, team, etc., that has a lot of energy, strength, and 
skill ■ an intellectual powerhouse ■ She’s a powerhouse on the 
tennis court. ■ This year’s team is a powerhouse that’s win¬ 
ning its games easily. ■ a powerhouse gymnast 

3 chiefly US : someone or something that is full of a particu¬ 
lar thing ■ Seaweed is a powerhouse of vitamins and minerals. 
■ He is a powerhouse of ideas. 

pOW*er*less /'pawa-las/ adj : having no power : unable to 
do something or to stop something ■ powerless victims ■ She 
felt powerless [=helpless] lying in the hospital bed. — often + 
against ■ He felt powerless against the rumors that people 
were spreading about him. — often followed by to + verb • 
Studies show that people are not powerless to prevent heart 
disease. 

— pow*er-less-ness noun [noncount] 

power of attorney noun, pi powers of attorney law 

1 [count, noncount ] : the right to act and make decisions for 
another person in business and legal matters • Mrs. Flagg 
gave her son (a) power of attorney over all her accounts when 
she entered the nursing home. 

2 [count] : a document that gives someone the right of power 
of attorney 

power pack noun, pi ~ packs [count] : a small case that 
contains the power supply for an electronic device 
power plant noun, pi ~ plants [count] US : a building or 
group of buildings in which electricity for a large area is pro¬ 
duced — called also power station 
power play noun,pi ~ plays [count] US 

1 ice hockey : a situation in which one team has more play¬ 
ers on the ice than the other team for a period of time be¬ 
cause of a penalty ■ They scored their first goal on a power 
play. 

2 : an attempt by a person, group, or organization to use 
power in a forceful and direct way to get or do something ■ 
He made a power play to seize control of the company. 

power point noun, pi ~ points [count] Brit: outlet 4 
power politics noun [noncount] : politics based on the use 
of military or economic power to influence the actions and 
decisions of other governments 
power Steering noun [noncount] : a steering system in 
cars that uses power from the engine to make it easier to 
turn the steering wheel — called also power-assisted steering 
power Strip noun, pi ~ strips [count] US : an electrical de¬ 
vice that has a series of outlets attached to a cord with a plug 
on one end — see picture at computer 
power Structure noun, pi ~~ -tures [count] US : a group 
of people who have control of a government, organization, 
etc., or the way in which those people are organized ■ The 
parade won’t happen without the approval of the city’s pow¬ 
er structure. ■ Women in the company are struggling for 
equality against the male power structure. • They are making 
changes to the power structure of the church/university, 
power trip noun, pi ~ trips [count] : an activity or way of 
behaving that makes a person feel powerful: something that 
a person does for the pleasure of using power to control oth¬ 
er people ■ She’s been on a power trip since she was promot¬ 
ed to manager. 

power walk verb ~ walks; ~ walked; ~ walking [no obj] 
: to walk quickly for exercise especially while carrying or 
wearing weights 

— power walking noun [noncount] 
pOW-WOW /‘pau.wau/ noun, pi -wows [count] 

1 : a social gathering of Native Americans that usually in¬ 
cludes dancing 

2 informal : a meeting for people to discuss something ■ 
We’ll talk about vacation plans at the family powwow. 

pOX /‘pa:ks/ noun 

1 [singular] : a disease that causes a rash on the skin — see 
also CHICKEN POX 

2 [noncount] old-fashioned a : syphilis b : smallpox 

3 [singular] old-fashioned + humorous — used to say that you 
hope something bad will happen to someone or something ■ 
A pox on all who don’t believe me! 

poxy /‘paiksi/ adj, always used before a noun, Brit slang : not 
important: having little value ■ a poxy job 
pp abbr 1 pp. pages ■ The article is on pp. 22-27. 2 per per¬ 
son ■ The tickets are $55 pp. 3 Brit by proxy This abbrevi¬ 
ation is used before a person’s, name on a document to show 
that the signature is not of that person but of a person who 
has signed the document with the other person’s permission. 

4 pianissimo 


PPO /,pi: j)i:‘ou/ noun, pi PPOs [count] US : an organization 
that provides health care to people at a lower cost if they use 
the doctors, hospitals, etc., that belong to the organization - 
I’m not sure if that doctor belongs to my PPO. PPO is an 
abbreviation of “preferred provider organization.” 

— compare hmo 

PPS abbr an additional postscript — used before a second 
note that is added to the end of a letter after the writer has 
signed it; compare PS 

1 PR /■pii'aa-/ noun [noncount] : public relations ■ a job in 
PR — often used before another noun ■ a PR agency/firm/ 
representative 

2 PR abbr 1 proportional representation 2 Puerto Rico 
praC-ti'Ca-ble /'praektikabal/ adj [more most ~] : able 
to be done or used ■ There’s no practicable [-feasible] way to 
do the experiment with the current technology. • The idea is 
interesting but not practicable , I’m afraid. ■ Someday it may 
be practicable [= possible ] to efficiently use waste as fuel. 

— prac>ti*ca*bil-i*ty /(prcektika'bilati/ noun [noncount] - To 
be honest, I doubt the practicability of the idea. — praoti- 
ca-bly /'prsektikabli/ adv 

1 prac«ti«cal /'preektikal/ adj [more most ~1 

1 : relating to what is real rather than to what is possible or 
imagined ■ We can speculate about the future, but on a more 
practical level, we have to admit that we simply don’t know 
what will happen. ■ An engineer will address the design’s 
practical problems. ■ She has a lot of practical experience in 
dealing with these kinds of problems. ■ The practical [-actu¬ 
al] effect of the change has been very slight. — opposite 
THEORETICAL 

2 a : likely to succeed and reasonable to do or use ■ The 
book suggests some practical ways to save money. ■ practical 
solutions to complicated problems • He thinks wind can be a 
practical source of renewable energy, b : appropriate or 
suited for actual use ■ The machine is too big to be practical 
for most private homes. ■ The shoes are nice, but they’re not 
very practical. C : relating to what can or should be done in 
an actual situation ■ The book is a practical guide to car care. 
■ He gave me some practical advice/help on finding a job. ■ 
One of the practical advantages of living in the city is that 
you have access to public transportation. ■ I have enough 
practical knowledge of German to get by. d : logical and 
reasonable in a particular situation ■ We could try to contin¬ 
ue, but it’s more practical to start over. ■ We left early for 
practical reasons—there’s less traffic then and it’s cooler. 

3 of a person a : tending to make good decisions and to deal 
with daily life in a sensible way ■ He is a very practical person 
with no interest in expensive cars or clothes. ■ Try to be more 
practical about money, b : good at making or repairing 
things ■ My husband is not very practical around the house. 
for (all) practical purposes — used to say that one thing 

has the same effect or result as something else ■ His effort 
to hide the document was, for practical purposes [-in ef¬ 
fect], an admission that he had made a mistake. ■ During 
the blizzard, the town was, for all practical purposes [-virtu¬ 
ally, practically], shut down. 

2 practical noun, pi- cals [count] chiefly Brit : an examination 

in which students have to do or make something to show 
what they have learned ■ We have our zoology practical next 
week. 

prac«ti*cal"i*ty Apraekti'kselati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : the quality of being likely to succeed and rea¬ 
sonable to do or use ■ Panelists will debate the practicality of 
wind as a source of renewable energy. 

2 [noncount] : the quality of being appropriate or suited for 
actual use ■ The size of the machine makes me doubt its 
practicality [^suitability] for use in the home. • I know you 
like the dressy shoes better than the sneakers, but I think 
you should choose based on practicality, not style. 

3 [noncount] : the quality of being sensible in making deci¬ 
sions and dealing with the problems of daily life ■ His opti¬ 
mism and practicality make him a skilled businessman. 

4 practicalities [plural] : the facts about something : the 
real things that have to be done or dealt with in a particular 
situation — usually + of ■ New teachers often find the practi¬ 
calities [=realities] of teaching vei-y different from the theo¬ 
ries they learned in college. 

practical joke noun, pi ~~ jokes [count] : a joke involving 
something that is done rather than said : a trick played on 
someone ■ One of the children filled the sugar bowl with salt 
as a practical joke. 

— practical joker noun, pi ~ -kers [count] 
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prac*ti-caMy /'prsektikli/ adv 

1 : almost or nearly ■ Practically [= virtually ] everyone went 
to the game. ■ The room’s ceiling was so low that we practi¬ 
cally had to crawl. ■ I talk to him practically everyday. ■ The 
project is practically complete. ■ Football is practically a reli¬ 
gion in some places. 

2 [more most ~] : in a way that is reasonable or logical 
: in a practical way ■ We need to discuss the issue practically 
[ =sensibly] before we make any decisions. ■ Practically speak¬ 
ing, Alaska is too far to go for just a few days. 

practical nurse noun, pi ~ nurses [count\ US : a nurse 
who cares for sick people but does not have as much training 
or experience as a registered nurse — compare registered 
nurse; see also licensed practical nurse 

1 practice (US) or Brit practise /'prsektas/ verb -tic-es; 
-tlced; -tlc.ing 

1 : to do something again and again in order to become bet¬ 
ter at it [no obj ] To be a good musician, you have to practice 
a lot. [+ obj] Have you been practicing your lines for the 
play? ■ She had to practice flying in various weather condi¬ 
tions before she could get her pilot's license. 

2 [+ obj \: to do (something) regularly or constantly as an or¬ 
dinary part of your life ■ He practices yoga daily. ■ The 
monks practice celibacy. ■ Grandmother taught us to practice 
good manners. ■ Practice what you preach —don’t smoke if 
you tell your children not to smoke. 

3 [+ obj ]: to live according to the customs and teachings of 
(a religion) ■ Their family practices Buddhism. ■ a practicing 
Catholic 

4 : to have a professional medical or legal business [+ obj] 
My cousin plans to practice medicine/law/dentistry. [=plans 
to be a doctor/lawyer/dentist] [no obj] There are thousands 
of lawyers practicing in this city. ■ a practicing physician 

2 practice noun, pi -tices 

1 a [noncount] : the activity of doing something again and 
again in order to become better at it ■ Being a good musician 
takes a lot of practice. ■ I’m sure you’ll learn your lines for 
the play with enough practice. ■ They’ll get better with prac¬ 
tice. ■ If you want to be a good musician, you have to stay in 
practice. [=you have to practice enough to improve and keep 
your skills] ■ I used to be pretty good at playing the piano, 
but I’m out of practice now. [=1 haven’t practiced so my 
skills are not as good as they were] ■ If you want to be a good 
writer, you should write every day. Remember, practice 
makes perfect. [=you become better at something if you 
practice it often] b : a regular occasion at which you prac¬ 
tice something [noncount] I’m late for trumpet/ballet/soc¬ 
cer practice. ■ The marching band has/holds practice every 
Wednesday afternoon, [count] The team’s practices usually 
last two hours. — often used before another noun ■ The 
team was on the practice field at dawn. ■ a practice session 

2 : something that is done often or regularly [count] She has 
made a practice of volunteering at a homeless shelter one 
weekend a month. • It is his practice [=habit] to read the 
newspaper each morning. ■ The company has been accused 
of unfair labor practices. [=of treating its workers unfairly] ■ 
The country’s poor sanitation practices have led to wide¬ 
spread disease. ■ Burial practices vary around the world. 
[noncount] It is common practice among my friends to not 
use capital letters in e-mail. ■ It’s good practice [=it is wise; it 
is a good idea] to always carry a few dollars in cash. ■ Letting 
the car get/run very low on fuel is bad practice. [=is a bad/ 
unwise thing to do] 

3 [noncount] : the action of doing or using something ■ the 
theory and practice of teaching ■ the practice of law/medicine 
■ Her advice is good, but it’s hard to put into practice. [=to 
use it in actual situations] ■ He worked on a farm during the 
summer to put his knowledge of agriculture into practice. 

4 [count] : a professional medical or legal business ■ a phar¬ 
macist’s practice ■ Her law practice is in the downtown area. 
— see also family practice, group practice, private 

PRACTICE 

in practice — used to say what is actually done or what the 
actual effect or result of something is ■ The software is de¬ 
signed to block pornographic Web sites, but in practice 
I =in reality], it blocks many other sites as well. ■ In actual 
practice, people sometimes forget to take their medication, 
practiced (US) or Brit practised adf 
1 : good at doing something because you have done it many 
times ■ a practiced chef ■ Only a few of the dancers are prac¬ 
ticed in traditional ballet. ■ The diamonds may look identical 
to you and me, but to a practiced eye [=someone who has a 


lot of knowledge and experience with diamonds], one is ob¬ 
viously a fake. 

2 always used before a noun : learned by doing something 
again and again ■ He split the log with practiced skill. 
prac«ti-cum /'prsektikam/ noun, pi -cums [count] US : a 
course of study for teachers, doctors, nurses, etc., that in¬ 
volves actually working in the area of study and using the 
knowledge and skills that have been learned in a school 
prac*ti*tion*er /prsek'tijana'/ noun, pi -ers [count] formal 

1 : a person who works in a professional medical or legal 
business ■ a health practitioner ■ legal practitioners — see also 

FAMILY PRACTITIONER, GENERAL PRACTITIONER, MEDI¬ 
CAL PRACTITIONER, NURSE PRACTITIONER 

2 : a person who regularly does an activity that requires skill 
or practice ■ yoga practitioners — often + of • practitioners of 
the art of glassblowing 

prag*mat*ic /praeg’mzetik/ adj [more most ~] formal 
: dealing with the problems that exist in a specific situation 
in a reasonable and logical way instead of depending on 
ideas and theories ■ a pragmatic [= practical] approach to 
health care ■ His pragmatic view of public education comes 
from years of working in city schools. ■ a pragmatic leader 

- prag*mat*i*caMy /praeg'maetikli/ adv ■ She approaches 
problems pragmatically. 

prag*mat*iCS /przeg'msetiks/ noun [noncount] linguistics 
: the study of what words mean in particular situations 
prag-ma-tism /'prsegmajtizam/ noun [noncount] formal: a 
reasonable and logical way of doing things or of thinking 
about problems that is based on dealing with specific situa¬ 
tions instead of on ideas and theories ■ The right person for 
the job will balance vision with pragmatism. 

— prag*ma*tist /‘przegmatist/ noun, pi -tlsts [count] 
prai*rie /‘preri/ noun, pi -ries : a large, mostly flat area of 

land in North America that has few trees and is covered in 
grasses [count] Millions of buffalo once roamed the prairies, 
[noncount] The train tracks extend over miles of prairie. — 
often used before another noun ■ prairie grasses/flowers 
prairie dog noun, pi ~ dogs [count] : a small animal that 
lives on the prairies of the central and western U.S. — see 
picture at rodent 

1 praise /'preiz/ verb prais-es; praised; prais-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to say or write good things about (someone or some¬ 
thing) : to express approval of (someone or something) ■ 
Critics praised her as both an actor and director. ■ He praised 
her cooking. • A good teacher praises students when they do 
well. • His poems praise nature. — opposite criticize 

2 : to express thanks to or love and respect for (God) ■ We 
praise God for your safe arrival. ■ Praise Allah that you are 
safe! [=1 thank Allah that you are safe] ■ People gather in 
churches to praise the Lord. 

praise (someone or something) to the skies : to praise 
someone or something very much • Critics have praised 
the play to the skies. 

2 praise noun, pi praises 

1 : spoken or written words about the good qualities of 
someone or something : an expression of approval for some¬ 
one or something [noncount] He deserves praise for the way 
he’s handled this crisis. ■ He won critical praise [=acclaim] 
for his performance. • “Good job” is high praise coming 
from her. She rarely compliments anyone’s work. ■ I have 
nothing but praise for the hospital staff. ■ The poem is in 
praise of nature. [=the poem praises nature] [plural] The 
critics heaped praises on her performance. = The critics 
sang the praises of her performance. = The critics sang her 
praises. [=the critics praised her performance in a very en¬ 
thusiastic way] 

2 : an expression of thanks to or love and respect for God 
[ plural] People gathered in the church to sing praises to the 
Lord, [noncount] hymns/songs of praise - You made it here 
safely. Praise be to God. [=thank God] ■ We were not, praise 
be [^thankfully], required to join hands and sing songs. 
damn with faint praise see 2 damn 

praise-wor-thy /'preiz,wa<ii/ ad/ : deserving praise : wor¬ 
thy of praise ■ praiseworthy efforts to develop an AIDS vac¬ 
cine 

pra-line / l pra:,li:n/ noun.pl -lines [count, noncount]: a can¬ 
dy made of nuts and boiled sugar 
pram /'pram/ noun, pi prams [count] Brit : baby car¬ 
riage 

prance /'pnens/ verb pranc-es; pranced; pranc-ing [no 

obj] 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to walk or 
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move in a lively and proud way ■ The singer pranced around 
on stage. ■ The little boy pranced across the room in his cow¬ 
boy costume. 

2 of a horse : to move by taking high steps : to lift each hoof 
up high when moving 

prang /'prag/ verb prangs; pranged; prang-ing [+ obj] 
Brit, informal : to damage (a vehicle) in an accident ■ She 
pranged her car. 

— prang noun, pi prangs [count] • a minor prang [^acci¬ 
dent] in a car park 

prank /'pragk/ noun, pi pranks [count]: a trick that is done 
to someone usually as a joke ■ a childish prank ■ He enjoys 
playing pranks on his friends. • ( US) He’s always pulling 
pranks. 

prank-ster /'pragksta 1 / noun, pi -sters [count] : a person 
who plays pranks on other people 
prat /'prat/ noun, pi prats [count] Brit, informal : a stupid or 
foolish person • He acts like a real prat sometimes, 
prate /'preit/ verb prates; prat*ed; prating [no obj] : to 
talk for a very long about something that is not very impor¬ 
tant or interesting ■ She kept prating (on) about what she did 
over the weekend. 

prat»fall /'prat,fa:l/ noun, pi -falls [count] 

1 : a sudden fall in which you end up sitting on the ground ■ 
He slipped and took a pratfall into the mud. 

2 : an embarrassing mistake or accident • a politician who’s 
known for his verbal pratfalls [-blunders] 

praMIe /'prat]/ verb prattles; prattled; prattling [no obj] 
: to talk for very long about something that is not important 
or interesting ■ They prattled on into the night, discussing 
school, music, and friends. 

— prattle noun [noncount] ■ I was tired of listening to their 
prattle. 

prawn /'pra:n/ noun, pi prawns [count] 

1 a US : a large shrimp b Brit : shrimp 

2 : a small lobster with long, slender claws 
pray /‘prei/ verb prays; prayed; pray-ing 

la: to speak to God especially in order to give thanks or to 
ask for something [no obj] praying to God/Allah daily • 
There’s little else to do now but hope and pray. ■ The minis¬ 
ter said, “Let us pray." — often + for ■ We prayed (to God) for 
their safe return. * pray for forgiveness [+ obj] The family 
prayed (to God) that she wouldn’t need surgery. ■ He prayed 
that they would have the strength to go on. b : to hope or 
wish very much for something to happen [no obj] — usually 
+ for • She’s praying [=hoping] for a chance to play in the 
game. [+ obj] He prayed that he would find a parking spot. 

2 [+ obj old-fashioned : to seriously ask (someone) to do 
something ■ I pray [=beg] you, tell me where they went. ■ I 
pray you be careful. [=please be careful] — used to intro¬ 
duce a question or request in a polite or deliberately old- 
fashioned way • Pray be careful. • Pray [-please] tell me what 
to do. ■ Why should I trust them, pray tell? [=tell me why I 
should trust them; I do not think that they should be trusted] 
prayer /'prea*/ noun, pi prayers 

1 [count] a : words spoken to God especially in order to 
give thanks or to ask for something ■ Father said a prayer , 
and then we began to eat. ■ She told the children to say their 
prayers before they went to sleep. ■ We’ve been praying for 
her safe return, and now our prayers have been answered. - 
We’ve been praying for her safe return, and now God has an¬ 
swered our prayers. [=she has returned safely] — often + for 
• a. prayer for peace. ■ I’m very nervous about the surgery. Will 
you say a prayer for me? b : a fixed set of words that are 
spoken to God • a prayer of thanksgiving ■ We joined hands 
and recited the prayer together. ■ a book of hymns and 
prayers — see also LORD’S prayer 

2 [noncount] : the act of speaking to God : the act of praying 

■ The people were kneeling in prayer. ■ a moment of silent 
prayer 

3 [count] : a strong hope or wish • It’s our prayer that peace 
will come to the region soon. • The house seemed like the an¬ 
swer to all my prayers. [=the house had everything that I 
hoped for] 

4 prayers [plural] : a meeting at which people pray together 

■ Refreshments will be served following morning prayers. 

5 [singular] informal : a slight chance of doing or getting 
something — usually used in negative statements ■ No one 
thought the team had a prayer (of winning). • “Do you think 
he’ll get the job.” “No. He doesn’t have a prayer." 

on a wing and a prayer see ‘wing 
prayer book noun, pi ~ books [count] : a book that con¬ 


tains prayers and other writings used in church services 
prayerful /'preatfal/ adj, formal 

1 [more most ~] : tending to pray often : devout ■ a 
prayerful man 

2 : involving prayer • They gave their prayerful support to 
the victims of the tragedy. 

— prayer-ful-ly adv 

prayer rug noun,pi ~ rugs [count] : a small rug that Mus¬ 
lims kneel on when they pray — called also prayer mat 
prayer shawl noun, pi ~ shawls [count] : a shawl that is 
worn over the head or shoulders by Jewish men especially 
during morning prayers 

prayer wheel noun, pi ~ wheels [count] : a round con¬ 
tainer that is filled with prayers written on paper and that 
turns on a tall pole Prayer wheels are used by Tibetan 
Buddhists. 

praying mantis noun,pi ~ mantises [count] : a large in¬ 
sect that eats other insects by holding them in its raised front 
legs — called also mantis ; see color picture on page CIO 
pre- /pri \l prefix 

1 : earlier than : before • prehistoric • preseason 

2 : in advance ■ pre pay 

preach /'pri.tf/ verb preach-es; preached; preaching 

1 : to make a speech about religion in a church or other 
public place : to deliver a sermon [no obj] Have you ever 
heard that minister preach? • The minister preached to the 
congregation about/on the need for tolerance. [+ obj] His 
followers listened to him preach the gospel. ■ The priest 
preached a regular sermon that Sunday. 

2 : to write or speak about (something) in an approving way 
: to say that (something) is good or necessary [+ obj] Some 
people have begun to complain about the project delays, but 
the mayor continues to preach patience. [=to say that people 
should be patient] ■ Although he once preached revolution 
[=said that there should be a revolution], he now claims to be 
a man of peace. ■ Their mother has always preached the val¬ 
ue/virtues of a good education. ■ Practice what you preach — 
don’t smoke if you tell your children not to smoke, [no obj] 
The mayor continues to preach about the need for patience. 

3 [no obj] : to write or speak in an annoying way about the 
right way to behave ■ It’s important to give teenagers helpful 
advice without preaching (to/at them). ■ I don’t like being 
preached at/to about how I should live my life. 

preach to the choir (chiefly US) or preach to the convert¬ 
ed : to speak for or against something to people who al¬ 
ready agree with your opinions • The speeches he makes to 
his supporters won’t win him any more votes. He’s just 
preaching to the choir. 

preach'er /'priitfa 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who 
speaks publicly about religious subjects in a Christian 
church or other public place 

preachy /'priitfi/ adj preach-i-er; -est [also more most 
~] informal + disapproving : trying to teach something (such 
as proper or moral behavior) in a way that is annoying or un¬ 
wanted • We were put off by the speaker’s preachy tone. ■ a 
boring and preachy writer 

pre*ad*0*les>cent Apri^seda'lesnt/ adj : of or relating to 
the period of life before a child begins to develop into an 
adult: of or relating to the period of life before adolescence ■ 
preadolescent boys/girls ■ my preadolescent interests 

— pre>ad-o»les*cence /,pri:, 2 eda'lesns/ noun [noncount] 
— preadolescent noun,pi -scents [count] ■ Is this movie 
appropriate for preadolescents? 

pre*am*ble /'pri:,£emb3l/ noun, pi -am*bles somewhat for¬ 
mal 

1 : a statement that is made at the beginning of something 
(such as a legal document) and usually gives the reasons for 
the parts that follow [count] The preamble to the U.S. Con¬ 
stitution begins by saying “We the People of the United 
States, in order to form a more perfect union, ...” [non¬ 
count] He told us the news without preamble. [=without say¬ 
ing anything else first] 

2 [count] : something that comes before and leads to some¬ 
thing else • His early travels were just a preamble to his later 
adventures. 

pre*ap*prove /.priija'pru-.v/ verb -proves; -proved; 
-proving [+ obj] : to say that you will say yes to (someone 
or something) when a final or official request is made : to 
approve (someone or something) in advance ■ The bank has 
preapproved our loan. = The bank has preapproved us for a 
loan. = We’ve been/gotten preapproved for a loan. 

— pre-ap-prov*al /^rkja'pruival/ noun [noncount] — pre- 
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approved adj ■ Participants in the program can purchase 
certain preapproved medications at a discounted price, 
pre-ar-range Apriija'reincfe/ verb -rang>es; -ranged; 
-ranging [+ obj] : to plan or decide (something) before it 
happens : to arrange (something) in advance • The details of 
the ceremony were carefully prearranged. 

— prearranged adj • They met at a prearranged time and 
place. ■ a prearranged meeting — pre*ar*range»ment 
Apriija'reincfcmant/ noun, pi -ments [noncount] They 
met by prearrangement at the restaurant, [count] There's 
no need to make prearrangements. 

pre«Cal a CU*lus Aprir’kzelkjatas/ noun [ noncount\ US : an 
introductory course that prepares students for the study of 
calculus ■ She is taking precalculus this semester. 

— precalculus adj, always used before a noun ■ a precalcu¬ 
lus course • precalculus students 

pre«Can*cer«OUS ^prii'kzensaras/ adj, medical : likely to 
become cancerous ■ a precancerous growth/lesion 

pre*car-i-OUS /pn'kerijas/ adj [more most ~] : not safe, 
strong, or steady ■ He earned a precarious livelihood/living 
by gambling. ■ She was in a state of precarious [=delicate] 
health. ■ The government is in a precarious position. [=a dan¬ 
gerous position that must be dealt with carefully] ■ The 
strong wind almost knocked him off of his precarious perch 
on the edge of the cliff. 

— pre-car-i-ous-ly adv ■ The vase was placed precariously 
close to the edge of the table. — pre-car-i-ous-ness 
noun [noncount] 

pre*cast /,pri:'k 2 est, Brit ,pri:'ka:st/ adj, technical : made 
into shapes that are ready to be used to build something • 
The wall is built with precast concrete panels. 

pre*Cau*tion /pri'kccjan/ noun, pi -tions [count] : some¬ 
thing that is done to prevent possible harm or trouble from 
happening in the future ■ Be sure to follow the usual safety 
precautions when cooking outdoors. • When driving, she al¬ 
ways wears her seatbelt as a precaution. 9 Every home owner 
should take precautions against fire. ■ She took the precaution 
of packing extra medicine for the trip. 

— pre-cau-tion-ary /pn'kaj3,neri, Brit pn'koijanri/ adj 9 
The beaches were closed as a precautionary measure. 

precede /pn'siid/ verb -cedes; -ced*ed; -ced-ing [+ obj] 
somewhat formal 

1 : to happen, go, or come before (something or someone) ■ 
Riots preceded the civil war. • She preceded him into the 
room. • The country became more conservative in the years 
that preceded his election. • The new mayor is very different 
from the person who preceded her in office. • The meeting 
was preceded by a brief welcoming speech. — see also pre¬ 
ceding 

2 : to do or say something before (something) ■ The chair¬ 
man preceded the meeting with a brief welcoming speech. 

pre*ce*dence /'prcsadans/ noun [noncount] somewhat for¬ 
mal : the condition of being more important than something 
or someone else and therefore coming or being dealt with 
first • The guests were introduced in order of precedence. 
[=the most important guests were introduced first] ■ The 
safety of the children has/takes precedence over [=is more 
important than] everything else. • Many small businesses 
complain that the government’s policies give precedence to 
large corporations. (=treat large corporations as more im¬ 
portant] 

prec-e-dent /'presadant/ noun, pi -dents somewhat formal 

1 : a similar action or event that happened at an earlier time 
[count] There are no precedents for these events, [^nothing 
like these events has ever happened before] [ noncount] 
There isn’t any precedent for these events. = These events are 
without precedent. 

2 : something done or said that can be used as an example or 
rule to be followed in the future [count] The judge’s ruling 
was based on a precedent established by an earlier decision. ■ 
He says that the government will set/establish a dangerous 
precedent if it refuses to allow the protesters to hold a rally. 
[noncount] The judge’s ruling was based/founded on legal 
precedent. 

3 [noncount] : the usual or traditional way of doing some¬ 
thing ■ The voters broke (with) precedent [=they did some¬ 
thing that had not been done before] when they elected a 
woman to the position. 

pre*Ced*ing /pn'siiduj/ adj : existing, happening, or com¬ 
ing before : previous • The preceding week he had been on 
vacation. • the preceding year ■ the preceding chapter 

pre«cept /'pri:,sept/ noun, pi -cepts formal : a rule that 


says how people should behave [count] the basic/moral pre¬ 
cepts of a religion [noncount] I was taught by precept and by 
example. 

pre*cinct /'priijSiqkt/ noun, pi -cincts [count] 

1 US : any one of the sections that a town or city is divided 
into when people vote in an election ■ an electoral precinct 

2 US a : any one of the sections that a city is divided into 
for organizing the city’s police forces ■ a police precinct 9 a 
precinct captain/station b : a police station of a precinct ■ 
She was taken to the (police) precinct for questioning. 

3 Brit: an area in a town or city where people may walk and 
vehicles are not allowed • a pedestrian/shoppingprecincf 

4 : the area that is near or around a place — usually plural; 
often + of 9 within the precincts of the college — sometimes 
used figuratively • the private precincts of the heart/mind 

1 pre-cioUS /'pre/as t adj [more most ~] 

1 : rare and worth a lot of money ■ diamonds and other pre¬ 
cious stones ■ precious jewels/jewelry A precious metal is 
an expensive metal (such as gold) that is used especially for 
jewelry. — see also semiprecious 

2 : very valuable or important: too valuable or important to 
be wasted or used carelessly ■ We can save precious time by 
taking this shortcut. ■ They were able to be together for only 
a few precious hours/days. ■ precious resources 

3 : greatly loved, valued, or important ■ precious memories ■ 
the family’s most precious moments ■ a very precious [-dear] 
friend 

4 US, informal : having a very pleasing and usually youthful 
appearance or quality : cute ■ Aren’t those children pre¬ 
cious ? 

5 formal + disapproving: having a too careful, precise, or po¬ 
lite quality that seems false or annoying ■ The sometimes pre¬ 
cious writing makes the book difficult to read. ■ precious 
manners 

— pre-cious-ly adv ■ a somewhat preciously written book ■ 
We have preciously [= precious] little time left. — pre- 
cious-ness noun [noncount] 9 The preciousness of the 
writing annoys me. 

2 preciouS adv : very or extremely ■ She had precious little to 
say. ■ There are precious few hours of sunlight left, 
prec-i-pice /'presapas/ noun, pi -pic-es [count] 

1 : a very steep side of a mountain or cliff ■ He stood on the 
edge of the precipice. 

2 : a point where danger, trouble, or difficulty begins — 
usually singular ■ He is on the precipice of a midlife crisis. ■ 
The company is now on the edge of a precipice. [=the com¬ 
pany is close to a very bad or dangerous situation] 

1 pre-cip-i-tate /pn'sipa,teit/ verb -tates; -tat-ed; -tat-ing 

1 [+ obj] formal : to cause (something) to happen quickly or 
suddenly ■ Her death precipitated a family crisis. • The bud¬ 
get problem was precipitated by many unexpected costs. 

2 technical a [no obj] : to become separated from a liquid 
especially by a chemical process ■ minerals that precipitate 
from seawater b [+ obj] : to cause (something solid) to be¬ 
come separated from a liquid especially by a chemical pro¬ 
cess ■ precipitate minerals from seawater 

— precipitating adj 9 precipitating events/factors [=events/ 
factors that cause something to happen] 

2 pre*Cip«i*tate /pri'sipatat/ noun, pi -tates [count] technical 
: a solid substance that is separated from a liquid especially 
by a chemical process 

3 pre*Cip«i*tate /pn*sipatat/ adj [more most ~] formal 
: happening very quickly or too quickly without enough 
thought or planning ■ a precipitate [= precipitous] attack/deci¬ 
sion 

— pre-cip-i-tate-ly adv • He says the police acted precipi¬ 
tately in making the arrest. 

pre«Cip*i*ta*tion /pr^sipa'teijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : water that falls to the ground as rain, snow, 
etc. ■ The weather forecast calls for some sort of frozen pre¬ 
cipitation tomorrow—either snow or sleet. ■ a 50 percent 
chance of precipitation 

2 [count, noncount] technical : the process of separating a 
solid substance from a liquid ■ Minerals are separated from 
the seawater by precipitation. 

pre*Cip*i*tOUS /pri'sipatas/ adj [more most ~] formal 

1 : very steep ■ a precipitous slope 

2 : happening in a very quick and sudden way ■ There has 
been a precipitous decline/drop in home sales recently. ■ Peo¬ 
ple were shocked by his precipitous fall from political power. 
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3 : done too quickly and without enough thought or plan¬ 
ning ■ a precipitous [^precipitate] action 

— pre-cip-i-tous-ly adv ■ The slope dropped away precipi¬ 
tously. ■ Home sales are declining/dropping precipitously. 
— pre*cip*i*tous*ness noun [noncount\ 

pre-cis /prei'si:/ noun, pi pre*cis /prei'siiz/ [count] : a brief 
summary of the main points and ideas of a piece of writing 
or speech ■ a precis of the book’s plot 

— precis verb -cis-es /prei'siiz/; -cised; -cis-ing [+ obj] 
Brit ■ She is skilled at precising complex theories. 

precise /pn'sais/ adj 

1 a [more most ~] : very accurate and exact ■ Be sure to 
take precise measurements before you cut the cloth. ■ The 
dating of very old materials has become more precise with 
new instruments. ■ a precise definition ■ The word has a very 
precise meaning. ■ Can you find a more precise term than 
“good" to describe the movie? ■ Could you be a little more 
precise about what happened? b always used before a noun 

— used to refer to an exact and particular time, location, 
etc. ■ She quietly closed the door to the baby’s room, and at 
just that precise moment the phone began to ring. 

2 [more most ~]: very careful and exact about the details 
of something ■ She is very precise in her work. 

fo be precise — used to indicate that a statement is accu¬ 
rate and specific ■ one night in early summer—June 22, to 
be precise 

— pre-cise-ly adv ■ It is precisely [=ex actly] two o’clock. ■ He 
knows precisely how much money he has. ■ “Do you mean 
that the system is outdated?” “Precisely.” - “Yes, that’spre- 
cisely what I mean.” ■ The king was popular precisely be¬ 
cause he was so kind and generous. ■ I have a doctor’s ap¬ 
pointment this afternoon, or, more precisely, at two 
o’clock this afternoon. — pre*cise*ness noun [noncount] 
■ the preciseness of the measurements • She does her work 
with preciseness. [=precision] 

1 pre-Ci-Sion /pn‘si 3 an/ noun [noncount\ : the quality of be¬ 
ing precise : exactness or accuracy ■ I admire the precision of 
her work. — often used after with ■ The work was done with 
surgical precision. [=was done in a very precise way] ■ The 
cause of the fire cannot be determined with any (degree of) 
precision. 

2 precision acH, always used before a noun 

1 : designed for veiy accurate measurement or operation ■ a 
precision instrument 

2 : done in a very careful and exact way ■ precision drilling ■ 
The airplane made a precision approach for landing. 

pre-clude /pn'kluid/ verb -eludes; -clud-ed; -clud-ing 
[+ obf] formal 

1 : to make (something) impossible : to prevent (something) 
from happening ■ She suffered an injury that precluded the 
possibility of an athletic career. ■ Bad weather precluded any 
further attempts to reach the summit. 

2 : to prevent (someone) from doing something — + jrom ■ 
The injury precluded hex from having an athletic career. 

pre-CO-CiouS /pri'koufas/ adj [more most ~] of a child 
: having or showing the qualities or abilities of an adult at an 
unusually early age ■ She was a precocious child who could 
read before she went to school. ■ A precocious musician, he 
was giving concerts when he was seven. 

— pre-co-cious-ly adv ■ a precociously mature child — pre- 
co-cious-ness noun [noncount] ■ the child's precocious- 
ness — pre-coc-i-ty /pri'kaisati/ noun [noncount] ■ the 
child’s precocity 

pre*COn*ceived /,pri:kan'si:vd/ adj, always used before a 
noun : formed before having actual knowledge about some¬ 
thing or before experiencing something — often + about or 
of • I didn’t have any preconceived ideas/notions aboutfof 
what the job would be like when I first started. 
pre«COn*cep a tion /(priikan'sepjan/ noun, pi -tions 
[count] : an idea or opinion that someone has before learning 
about or experiencing something directly ■ I caine to the lec¬ 
ture without any preconceptions. — often + about or of ■ He’s 
changing people’s preconceptions aboutfof modern art. 
pre-con-di-tion /.priikan'dijan/ noun, pi -tions [count] 
: something that must exist or happen before something else 
can exist or happen ■ An education is an essential/important/ 
necessary precondition [= prerequisite] for getting a good job. 
■ They insist on a guarantee as a precondition of/to the deal. 
pre-COOk /,pri:'kuk/ verb -cooks; -cooked; -cook-ing [+ 
obf] : to cook (food) partially or entirely at an earlier time • 
He precooked the chicken before he grilled it. ■ The pasta 


should be precooked and allowed to cool. ■ precooked meals/ 
meats 

pre-CUr-SOr /pri'ka^sa-/ noun, pi -sors [count] somewhat 
formal : something that comes before something else and 
that often leads to or influences its development — often + 
of or to ■ Rhythm and blues was a precursor of rock music. ■ 
Small tremors may be precursors to big earthquakes, 
pre-date /,pri:'deit/ verb -dates; -dat-ed; -dat-ing [+ obj] 
: to exist or happen at an earlier time than (something or 
someone) • modes of transportation that predate the car ■ the 
native people who predated European settlers in America 

— opposite POSTDATE 

pre-da-tion /pn'deijan/ noun [noncount] technical : the act 
of killing and eating other animals : the act of preying on 
other animals ■ predation by lions 
pred-a-tor /'predate/ noun, pi -tors [count] 

1 : an animal that lives by killing and eating other animals 
: an animal that preys on other animals ■ predators like bears 
and wolves ■ The population of rabbits is controlled by natu¬ 
ral predators. 

2 : a person who looks for other people in order to use, con¬ 
trol, or harm them in some way ■ a sexual predator [=a per¬ 
son who commits sexual crimes against other people] ■ a cor¬ 
porate predator acquiring business rivals 

pred-a-tO-ry /'preda.tori, Brit 'predatri/ adj 

1 technical : living by killing and eating other animals ■ pred¬ 
atory animals/birds/insects 

2 [more most ~] : wrongly harming or using others for 
pleasure or profit • predatory business practices ■ predatory 
acts of sexual violence ■ predatory men/women 

pre-de-cease / ( pri:di l si:s/ verb -ceas-es; -ceased; 
-ceas*ing [+ obf] formal : to die before (someone) ■ She was 
predeceased by her husband. [=her husband died before she 
did] 

pre-de-ceS-SOr /'preda^esas Brit 'priida^esa/ noun, pi 
-sors [count] 

1 : a person who had a job or position before someone else ■ 
The company’s new president has changed many of the poli¬ 
cies that were introduced by his predecessor. [=by the previ¬ 
ous president] — opposite successor 

2 : something that comes before something else ■ Today’s 
computers are much faster than their predecessors were. 

pre-des-ti-na-tion Apri^desta'neijan/ noun [noncount] 
: the belief that everything that will happen has already been 
decided by God or fate and cannot be changed 
pre-des-tined /,pri:'destand/ adj : certain to do or be 
something or certain to happen ■ He felt he was predestined 
[=destined] to marry her when they first met. • The course of 
her life seemed to be predestined. * a predestined outcome 
pre-de-ter-mine /(priida'teman/ verb -mines; -mined; 
-min-ing [+ obj] : to decide (something) before it happens 
or in advance ■ The sex of the child is predetermined when 
the egg is fertilized. 

— predetermined adj • They were to meet at a predeter¬ 
mined time and place. [=a time and place that they had 
agreed on earlier] 

pre-de-ter-min-er /^riida'temana 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 
grammar : a word (such as “both" or “all”) that comes be¬ 
fore a determiner in a phrase • In the phrase “for all their 
trouble,” the word “their” is a determiner and the word “all" 
is a predeterminer. 

pre-dic-a-ment /pri'dikamant/ noun, pi -ments [count] 
: a difficult or unpleasant situation ■ The governor has got¬ 
ten himself into quite a predicament. ■ I don’t know how to 
get out of the predicament I’m in. 

1 pred-i-cate /‘predated/ verb -cates; -cat-ed; -cat*ing [+ 
obj] formal : to base (something) on or upon something else 

— usually used as (be) predicated ■ His theory is predicated 
on faulty assumptions. 

2 pred-i-cate /'predakat/ noun, pi -cates [count] grammar 
: the part of a sentence that expresses what is said about the 
subject ■ In the sentence “The child threw the ball,” the sub¬ 
ject is “the child” and the predicate is “threw the ball.” 

3 pred-i-cate /'predakat/ adj, always used before a noun, 
grammar : used after a linking verb to describe a noun that 
comes before the verb - In “the sun is hot," “hot" is a predi¬ 
cate adjective. — compare ATTRIBUTIVE 
pred-i-ca-tive /'predakativ, Brit pn'dikativ/ adj, grammar 
: Predicate • a predicative adjective 

— pred-i-ca-tive-ly adv 

pre-diet /pri'dikt/ verb -diets; -dict*ed; -dieting [+ obj] 
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: to say that (something) will or might happen in the future ■ 
All the local forecasters are predicting rain for this afternoon. 

■ She claims that she can predict future events. ■ It’s hard to 
predict how the election will turn out. ■ Many people predict¬ 
ed that the store would fail, but it has done very well. ■ She 
won the election, as I predicted (she would). ■ Sales are pre¬ 
dicted to be the same as last year. 

pre-dict-able /pri'diktabal/ adj [more —; most ~] 

1 : capable of being known before happening or being done 
• The results of the study were completely predictable. [=the 
results were exactly what we guessed or expected they would 
be] ■ They did their work at a steady and predictable rate. • 
She writes novels with very predictable plots. 

2 : behaving in a way that is expected ■ I knew he would say 
that. He’s so predictable. 

— pre-dict«abil*i«ty /pn,dikt3'bil3ti/ noun [noncount] ■ We 
were disappointed by the predictability of the movie. 
— pre-dict-ably /pn'diktabli/ adv ■ They work quickly 
and predictably. ■ It was a predictably bad movie. [=it was 
not surprising that the movie was bad] ■ Predictably [=as 
you would expect], he denied knowing anything about the 
scandal. 

pre-dic-tion /pn'dikjan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : a statement about what will happen or might hap¬ 
pen in the future ■ Journalists have begun making predictions 
about the winner of the coming election. ■ Despite predic¬ 
tions that the store would fail, it has done very well. 

2 [noncount] : the act of saying what will happen in the fu¬ 
ture : the act of predicting something ■ The figures and sta¬ 
tistics are used for th eprediction of future economic trends. 

pre*dic-tive /pn'diktiv/ adj [more most --] formal : mak¬ 

ing it possible to predict what will happen : useful in the pre¬ 
diction of something ■ The test does not have much predictive 
value. ■ High blood pressure is predictive of future heart 
problems. 

pre-diotor /pn'dikta 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] formal : some¬ 
thing that shows whether or not something is likely to hap¬ 
pen : something that is useful in the prediction of something 

— often + of ■ High blood pressure can be a strong predictor 
[-indicator] of future heart problems. 

pre*di*leC*tion /.preda'lekjan, Brit .priida'lekjan/ noun, pi 
-tions [count] formal: a natural liking for something : a ten¬ 
dency to do or to be attracted to something • She followed 
her own predilections. [=she did the things she liked/wanted 
to do] — often +for ■ They shared a predilection for adven¬ 
ture stories. • He has a predilection for trouble. (=he often 
gets into trouble] 

pre-dis-pose /ipriidi'spouz/v^ -pos-es; -posed; -pos¬ 
ing [+ obj] formal : to cause (someone) to be more likely to 
behave in a particular way or to be affected by a particular 
condition ■ Past experiences have predisposed her to distrust 
people. ■ Researchers have identified a gene that may predis¬ 
pose some people to (develop/developing) the disease. — of¬ 
ten used as (be) predisposed ■ Researchers have determined 
that some patients are genetically predisposed to (develop/ 
developing) the disease. ■ He believes that some people are 
predisposed to/toward criminal behavior, 
-pre-dis-po-si-tion Aprk.dispa'ziJ'an/ noun, pi -tions 
[count] — usually singular ■ He has a predisposition to be 
cynical. • patients with a predisposition toward cancer 
[noncount] She is at risk for breast cancer because of ge¬ 
netic predisposition. 

pre-dom-i*nance /pri'daimanans/ noun 

1 [noncount] : the state of being more powerful or important 
than other people or things ■ a group of young reformers 
who have gained/won predominance within the government 

■ The tribe fought to maintain its predominance. 

2 [singular] : a situation in which there is a greater number 
or amount of a particular type of person or thing than of 
other people or things — often + of ■ There is a predomi¬ 
nance of older people in the neighborhood. [=most of the 
people in the neighborhood are older] 

pre-dom-i-nant /priMaimanant/ adj [more most ~] 
: more important, powerful, successful, or noticeable than 
other people or things ■ Red is the predominant [-main] col¬ 
or in the painting. ■ Religion is the predominant theme of the 
play. ■ She is predominant among new writers. ■ Older people 
are predominant in that neighborhood. [=most of the people 
in that neighborhood are older] 

— pre-dom-i-nant-ly adv ■ The speech was predominantly 
[-mainly, primarily] about tax cuts. ■ The people in that 
neighborhood are predominantly [-mostly] older. 


1 pre-dom*i*nate /pri'daima^eit/ verb -nates; -nat-ed; 
-nat-ing [no obj] 

1 ; to be more successful or powerful than other people or 
things — often + over ■ One ethnic group predominates over 
others in that country. 

2 : to be greater in number or amount than other types of 
people or things • Cottages predominate along the beach. 
[=most of the buildings along the beach are cottages] ■ Older 
people predominate in that neighborhood. ■ Rain predomi¬ 
nates [=there is a great deal of rain] in the tropical regions. 

2 pre»dom»i«nate /pnMaimanat/ adj [more most ~] 

: predominant ■ the predominate color in the painting ■ the 
predominate reason for the change 

— pre-dom-i-nate-ly /pri'daimanatli/ adv * The people in 
that neighborhood are predominately [= mostly, predomi¬ 
nantly] older. 

pre*eclamp*sia Apriiji'klaempsija/ noun [noncount] medi¬ 
cal : a serious condition that causes a pregnant women to de¬ 
velop very high blood pressure — called also toxemia 
pree-mie /'priimi/ noun, pi -mies [count] US, informal : a 
baby that is born before it has fully developed : a premature 
baby 

pre-em*i-nent /pri'emanant/ acjj [more most ~] formal 
: more important, skillful, or successful than others : better 
than others ■ She’s the preeminent chef in a city that has 
many good ones. ■ The poem is a preeminent example of his 
work. 

— pre-em-i-nence /pri'emanans/ noun [noncount] ■ the na¬ 
tion’s preeminence in world affairs ■ military preeminence 

pre*em*i*nent*ly /pri'emanantli/ adv, formal : to a very 
great degree ■ He is preeminently qualified for the position, 
pre-empt /pri'empt/ verb -empts; -empt-ed; -emptying 

[+ obj] 

1 formal: to prevent (something) from happening ■ The con¬ 
tract preempts lawsuits by the company’s clients. 

2 formal : to take the place of (something) ■ The state law 
was preempted by a federal law. 

3 US : to be shown instead of (another television program) ■ 
The President’s speech preempted regular programming. 

— pre-emp-tion /pri'empjan/ noun, pi -tions [noncount] 
federal preemption of state jurisdiction ■ Some viewers 
complained about the preemption of regular programming. 
[count] preemptions of regular programming 

pre-emp-tive /pri'emptiv/ adj : done to stop an unwanted 
act by another group, country, etc., from happening • The 
country took preemptive action against the perceived enemy. 

■ a preemptive attack/strike by the army 

— pre-emp-tive-ly adv 

preen /'pri:n/ verb preens; preened; preen-ing 

A of a bird : to use the beak to clean and arrange feathers [+ 
obj] The bird was preening its feathers. = The bird was preen¬ 
ing itself, [no obj] The bird was preening. 

2 : to make (yourself) neat and tidy [+ obj] She stood preen¬ 
ing herself in front of the mirror, [no obj] She stood preening 
in front of the mirror. 

3 disapproving : to act in a way that shows you are very 
proud about something or pleased with yourself [no obj] 
The award-winners were preening backstage. [+ obj] They 
are preening themselves on their success. 

pre-ex-ist-ing /ipri:ig'zistiij/ adj : existing at an earlier 
time : existing before something else • The insurance does 
not cover preexisting medical conditions. ■ They made 
changes to the preexisting law. 
pre-ex-is-tent /,pri:ig'zistant/ adj : preexisting 
1 pre-tab /,pri:'faeb/ adj, informal : prefabricated • a prefab 
home 

2 prefab noun, pi -tabs [count] informal : a prefabricated 
building (such as a house) ■ The company sells hundreds of 
prefabs every year. 

pre-fab-ri-cated Aprii'faebr^keitad/ adj : made of parts 
that are made at a factory and that can be put together later ■ 
prefabricated buildings/houses 

1 pref-ace /'prefas/ noun, pi -ac-es [count] : an introduction 
to a book or speech ■ The book’s preface was written by the 
author. 

2 preface verb -aces; -aced; -ac-ing [+ obj] : to introduce (a 
piece of writing, a speech, a remark, etc.) by writing or say¬ 
ing something ■ Each chapter in the book is prefaced by a 
suitable quotation. [=there is a suitable quotation at the be¬ 
ginning of each chapter] — often + with ■ She prefaces the 
book with a short account of what influenced her to write it. 

■ He prefaced his remarks with a short biographical sketch. 
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pref-a-tory /'prefa.tori, Brit 'prefatri/ adj, always used be- 
fore a noun, formal : included at the beginning of a book, 
speech, etc., as an introduction ■ The speaker made some 
prefatory remarks. ■ Each chapter in the book has a prefatory 
quotation. 

pre-feet /'pri:,fekt/ noun, pi -fects [count] 

1 : a chief officer or government official who is responsible 
for a particular area in some countries (such as Japan and 
France) 

2 chiefly Brit : an older student who is given the job of help¬ 
ing to watch and control younger students in a school 

pre-fec-ture /'pri^fektfa 1 / noun, pi -tures [count] : any one 
of the areas into which some countries (such as Japan and 
France) are divided for local government : the area that is 
governed by a prefect 

pre-fer /pn'fa*/ verb -fers; -ferred; -fer-ring [+ obf] 

1 : to like (someone or something) better than someone or 
something else ■ Some people like vanilla ice cream, but I 
prefer chocolate. • I prefer shopping online. ■ She tends to pre¬ 
fer small college campuses. ■ I prefer this dictionary because 
of its helpful examples. ■ I would prefer it if you smoked out¬ 
side. = I would prefer you to smoke outside. ■ Which one is 
the preferred alternative? • What is the prefetred pronuncia¬ 
tion of her name? — often + to or over ■ He prefers sports to 
reading. ■ He prefers a good book to a movie. • She prefers 
chocolate over vanilla. — often followed by to + verb • I sug¬ 
gested that we play a game, but they preferred to watch TV. ■ I 
would prefer not to know about it. 

2 law : to make (a charge) against someone in a court of law 
■ They preferred [=brought] charges against him for man¬ 
slaughter. [=they formally accused him of the crime of man¬ 
slaughter] 

pref-er-a-ble /'prefrabal/ adj [more ; most ] : better or 
more desirable ■ the preferable choice — often + to ■ As far as 
I’m concerned, physical therapy is greatly/infinitely prefera¬ 
ble to surgery. ■ The book is far/much preferable to the mov¬ 
ie. [=is much better than the movie] 
pref-er-a-bly /'prefrabli/ adv — used to say what is most 
wanted or preferred ■ I’d like to have the work done soon, 
preferably by the end of the week. ■ Applicants should hold a 
college degree, preferably with experience in the lab. 
pref-er-ence /'prefrans/ noun, pi -enc-es 

1 : a feeling of liking or wanting one person or thing more 
than another person or thing [count] Car buyers have re¬ 
cently shown a growing/strong preference for smaller vehi¬ 
cles. ■ When it comes to music, everyone has their own pref¬ 
erences. [noncount] Some people like small cars and some 
people like big cars. It’s a matter of personal preference. ■ She 
listed her favorite restaurants in order of preference. ■ He has 
tried not to show preference in giving out jobs. 

2 [noncount] : an advantage that is given to some people or 
things and not to others ■ The policy of the school is to give 
preference to minority candidates. 

3 [count] : something that is liked or wanted more than an¬ 
other thing : something that is preferred ■ We could drive to 
New York, but my (personal) preference is to go by train. [=1 
would prefer to go by train] ■ “We could go to an Italian or 
Chinese restaurant tonight. What’s your preference ?” “Either 
one is fine. I don’t have a preference .” 

4 : the sexual feelings that a person has : a person’s identity 
as homosexual, bisexual, or heterosexual [count] people 
with different (sexual) preferences [=orientations] [noncount] 
The company claims it does not discriminate on the basis of 
sexual preference. 

in preference to : instead of (something or someone): rath¬ 
er than (something or someone) ■ They chose her in prefer¬ 
ence to me. 

pref-er-en-tial Aprefa'renjal/a*# [more most ~]: giving 
an advantage to a particular person or group ■ powerful peo¬ 
ple who demand/get/receive preferential treatment from pol¬ 
iticians 

— pref-er-en.tial-ly adv - The manager’s friends are treated 
preferentially. 

pre-fer-ment /pri'fomant/ noun [noncount] formal : the act 
of moving someone to a higher or more important position 
or rank in an organization ■ He has hopes for preferment. 
preferred provider noun, pi ~ -ers [count] us: a doctor, 
hospital, etc., that is part of a PPO 
preferred provider organization noun, pi ~ -tions 
[count] US : ppo 

pre-fig-ure Aprii'figja 1 , Brit ,pri:‘fig3/ verb -ures; -ured; 
-ur-ing [+ obf] formal : to show or suggest (something that 


will happen or exist at a future time) ■ His style of painting 
prefigured the development of modem art. 

1 pre-fix /'pri^fiks/ noun, pi -fix-es [count] 

1 : a letter or group of letters that is added at the beginning 
of a word to change its meaning ■ Add the prefix “re-” to 
form the words “retell” and “recall." — compare affix, 
suffix 

2 old-fashioned : a title (such as “Mr.” or “Dr.”) that is used 
before a person’s name 

2 pre-fix ^prii'fiks/ verb -fix-es; -fixed; -fix-ing [+ obf] : to 
add a letter, number, or symbol at the beginning of a word 
or number ■ Prefix “un” to “do” to form the word “undo.” ■ 
The cost of the item was prefixed by/with a dollar sign, 
pre-game /'prii'geim/ adj, always used before a noun, US 
: happening before the beginning of a sports game ■ a pre¬ 
game interview 

preg-nan-cy /'pregnansi/ noun, pi -cies : the condition of 
a woman or female animal that is going to have a baby or ba¬ 
bies : the condition of a pregnant woman or female animal 
[count] women who have had multiple pregnancies [=women 
who have been pregnant many times] ■ an unwanted/un¬ 
planned pregnancy [noncount] She’s being careful about 
what she eats during (her) pregnancy. ■ a pregnancy test [=a 
medical test to see if a woman is pregnant] 
preq-nant /'pregnant/ adj 

1 ofa woman or female animal: having a baby or babies de¬ 
veloping inside the body ■ pregnant women ■ She got/became 
pregnant soon after her marriage. • He got his girlfriend preg¬ 
nant. [=he caused his girlfriend to become pregnant] — often 
+ with ■ His wife is pregnant with twins. [=she is going to give 
birth to twins] ■ She is pregnant with her first child. 

2formal : filled with meaning or emotion because of what is 
going to happen or be said ■ There was a pregnant pause/si¬ 
lence before the winner was announced. — often + with ■ 
The moment was pregnant with excitement, 
pre-heat /,pri:'hi:t/ verb -heats; -heat-ed; -heat-ing [+ 
obf] : to heat (an oven) to a particular temperature before 
putting food to be cooked inside ■ Preheat the oven to 375 
degrees before you put the roast in. 
pre-hen-sile /prii'hensal, Brit prk'hensajal/ adj, technical 
: capable of grabbing or holding something by wrapping 
around it ■ The monkey has a prehensile tail. ■ The elephant 
has a prehensile trunk. 

pre-his-tor-ic /,pri:lu'stonk/ also pre-his-tor-i-cal 

Apriihi'storiksl/ adj 

1 : of, relating to, or existing in the time before people could 
write ■ prehistoric animals/remains • prehistoric times 

2 [more most ~] informal + disapproving : very old or out¬ 
dated ■ His attitudes about women are downright prehistoric. 

pre-his-to-ry Aprk'histari/ noun, pi -to-ries 

1 [noncount] : the period of time in the past before people 
could write : the time before history was written down ■ We 
are learning about the prehistory of North America. 

2 [count] : the time and events that came before and led to 
the development of something — usually singular ■ the pre- 
histoty of the Internet 

pre-judge /.prk'cfeAck/ verb -judg>es; -judged; -judg-ing 

[+ obf] : to form an opinion about (someone or something) 
before you have enough understanding or knowledge ■ Offi¬ 
cials complain that some reporters have prejudged the out¬ 
come of the investigation. ■ She was wrong for prejudging 
him. 

1 pre'l-U-dice /'preefeadas/ noun, pi -dic«es 

1 : an unfair feeling of dislike for a person or group because 
of race, sex, religion, etc. [noncount] The organization fights 
against racial prejudice. — often + against ■ evidence of prej¬ 
udice against women and minorities [count] religious, racial, 
and sexual prejudices 

2 [count] : a feeling of like or dislike for someone or some¬ 
thing especially when it is not reasonable or logical ■ We tend 
to make these kinds of decisions according to our own preju¬ 
dices. • He has a prejudice against fast-food restaurants. 

prejudice verb -dices; -diced; -dic-ing [+ obf] 

1 : to cause (someone) to have an unfair feeling of dislike for 
someone or something ■ The incident prejudiced [=biased] 
consumers against the company. 

2 formal: to have a harmful effect on (something, such as a 
legal case) ■ The defense claims that the media coverage prej¬ 
udiced the trial. [=damaged the trial so that the result of the 
trial is not valid] 

prejudiced adj [more —• most ~] 

1 : having or showing an unfair feeling of dislike for a per- 
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son or group because of race, sex, religion, etc. ■ a prejudiced 
person ■ prejudiced comments ■ Most Americans deny being 
prejudiced against people of other races. 

2 : having a feeling of like or dislike for something or some¬ 
one * I was prejudiced against the movie because of its title. 
prej*U*di«Cial /(precfca'dijal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : showing an unfair feeling of dislike for a person or group 
because of race, sex, religion, etc. : showing prejudice ■ prej¬ 
udicial feelings 

2 formal : causing or likely to cause injury or harm to some¬ 
one or something ■ The judge ruled that the prejudicial effect 
of the evidence outweighed its value. — often to • The ap¬ 
peals court ruled that the testimony was unfairly prejudicial 
to the defendant. 

pre—K /'prii'kei/ noun [noncount] US : prekindergarten ■ 
Her daughter is in pre-K this year, 
pre-kin-der-gar-ten /^rii'kinda-igaa'tn/ noun [count, non¬ 
count] US 

1 : a class or program that is for children who are usually 
three or four years old 

2 : PRESCHOOL 

prel-ate /'prelat/ noun, pi -ates [count] formal : a high- 
ranking Christian priest: a bishop, cardinal, etc. 
1 pre«lim*i«nary /pri'lim^neri, Brit pri'limanri/ adj : coming 
before the main part of something ■ Preliminary findings/ 
studies/tests show that the drug could help patients with skin 
cancer. ■ The preliminary [=early] results of the experiment 
are encouraging. ■ a preliminary hearing ■ The team was 
eliminated in the preliminary round of the tournament. ■ re¬ 
search that is preliminary to the study 
preliminary noun, />/-nar-ies [count] 

1 : something that comes first in order to prepare for or in¬ 
troduce the main part of something else — often + to • There 
will be a short briefing about topics to be discussed as a pre¬ 
liminary to the meeting. — usually plural ■ There were the 
usual preliminaries before the ceremony. 

2 : a game that is played before the main part of a competi¬ 
tion to decide which players or teams will be allowed to con¬ 
tinue playing — usually plural ■ the World Cup preliminaries 

preclude /'prel, ju:d/ noun, pi -ludes [count] 

1 : something that comes before and leads to something else 

— usually singular; often + to • The dark clouds were a pre¬ 
lude to the storm. ■ Drinks and appetizers were offered as a 
prelude to dinner. 

2 : a short piece of music that introduces a longer piece 
pre*mar*i*tal Aprii'merat]/ acjj, always used before a noun 

: happening before marriage ■ premarital sex ■ premarital 
counseling 

pre*ma*tlire /iprhma'tuas jprkma'tl'ua 1 , Brit 'prem ifizl adj 

1 : happening too soon or earlier than usual ■ Her premature 
death at age 30 stunned her family and friends. • Too much 
exposure to the sun can cause the premature aging of skin. ■ 
His retirement seems premature. • It is premature to say [=too 
soon to say] what the cause of the fire was. ■ a premature 
birth 

2 : bom before the normal time ■ premature babies ■ The 
baby was three weeks premature. [=the baby was bom three 
weeks before it was expected to be bom] 

— pre*ma»ture«ly adv ■ She died prematurely. ■ He was pre¬ 
maturely gray. = His hair went gray prematurely. • The 
child was born prematurely. 

pre*med /'prii'med/ noun [noncount] US : a course of study 
at a college or university that prepares students to enter 
medical school ■ She majored in premed. 

— premed adj, always used before a noun ■ premed students/ 
classes 

pre*med-i-tat*ed Apri.'meda^eitad/ adj - done or made 
according to a plan : planned in advance ■ premeditated mur¬ 
der • The attack was premeditated. 
pre*men«stru*al Aprk'menstrawal/ adj ' happening just 
before a woman’s menstrual period : before menstruation ■ 
premenstrual symptoms 

premenstrual syndrome noun [noncount] : a condition 
experienced by some women before menstruation that may 
include tiredness, irritability, anxiety, depression, headache, 
and stomach pain — called also (US) PMS, (Brit ) PMT, (Brit) 
premenstrual tension 

1 pre*mier /pri'mias Brit 'premia/ noun, pi -miers [count] 
: prime minister ■ the Russian premier 
[ Do not confuse premier with premiere. \ 

2 premier adj, always used before a noun : most important or 


best ■ the city’s premier restaurant ■ a concert by one of the 
world’s premier [=leading] pianists 
1 pre-miere also pre«miere /pn'mia\ Brit 'premi,E3/ noun, pi 
-mieres also -mieres [count] : the first time a film, play, 
television show, etc., is shown or performed ■ The movie will 
have its premiere next week. ■ We saw the Chicago premiere 
of the play. [=the first public performance of the play in Chi¬ 
cago] ■ the world premiere [=the first public performance 
anywhere in the world] of a new symphony 

[ Do not confuse premiere with premier. \ 

2 premiere also premiere verb -mieres also -mieres; 
-miered also -miered; -mier-ing also -mier-ing 

1 [no obj] of a movie, play, television show, etc. : to be shown 
or performed for the first time ■ The movie/play premieres 
next week. 

2 [+ obj ] : to show or perform (a movie, play, television 
show, etc.) for the first time — usually used as (be) pre¬ 
miered • The movie was premiered at a film festival. 

pre-mier-ship /pn'mfcjip, Brit "premtei/ip/ noun, pi 
-ships [count ]: the job of a prime minister or the period of 
time when a person is prime minister — usually singular ■ a 
businessman who is seeking the premiership [=trying to be 
elected prime minister] ■ Her premiership ends this year. 
premise /'prEmas/ noun, pi -is-es 

1 premises \plural]: a building and the area of land that it is 
on ■ They were asked to leave the premises. • The company 
leases part of the premises to smaller businesses. ■ The pre¬ 
mises were searched by the police. 

2 also Brit pre-miss [count] formal : a statement or idea that 
is accepted as being true and that is used as the basis of an 
argument ■ He disagreed with her premise. • the basic pre¬ 
mises of the argument ■ a theory based on the simple premise 
that what goes up must come down 

off the premises also off premises : away from or outside 
of a building or on the area of land that it is on ■ Police es¬ 
corted her off the premises. • The printing of the books is 
done off the premises. [=at another place] 
on the premises also on premises : inside a building or on 
the area of land that it is on ■ The hotel has a restaurant on 
the premises. [=inside the hotel] ■ No smoking is allowed on 
the premises. 

pre*mised /'prEmast /adj 

premised on/upon : based on (a particular idea or belief) ■ 
The plan is premised on the belief that people are willing to 
pay more to use alternative fuel sources. 

1 pre-mi-um /'priimijam/ noun, pi -ums 

1 [count] : the price of insurance ■ Health insurance premi¬ 
ums went up again this year.: the amount paid for insurance 
■ The monthly premium for your health insurance is deduct¬ 
ed from your paycheck. 

2 [singular] : a price that is higher than the regular price ■ 
There is a premium [=higher price] for hotel rooms that have 
views of the beach. ■ Many customers are willing to pay a 
premium for organic vegetables. ■ Land in the county is sell¬ 
ing at a premium. [=for a high price] — see also at A premi¬ 
um (below) 

3 [singular] : a high or extra value • Publishers put/place a 
premium on accuracy, [^publishers value accuracy very 
highly] 

at a premium : difficult to get because there is little avail¬ 
able ■ We bought bunk beds because space in the apart¬ 
ment is at a premium. • Overnight delivery is available 
when time is at a premium. [=when something needs to 
happen or be done very soon] 

2 premilim adj, always used before a noun 

1 : high or higher than normal ■ Customers are willing to pay 
premium [=high] prices for products that are reliable. ■ The 
hotel charges premium [=higher] rates during the summer. 

2 : of high or higher than normal quality ■ premium cigars/ 
gasoline 

pre*mo*ni*tion /(priima'mjan/ noun, pi -tions [count] : a 
feeling or belief that something is going to happen when 
there is no definite reason to believe it will ■ premonitions of 
disaster ■ She had a.premonition that he would call. 
pre*fia*tal /,pri:'neit|/ adj, always used before a noun, medi¬ 
cal : relating to pregnant women and their unborn babies ■ 
prenatal [=(Brit) antenatal] care/development/testing/diag¬ 
nosis ■ prenatal vitamins 

— pre-na-tal-ly adv ■ The baby was tested prenatally for he¬ 
reditary diseases. 
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pre-nup /'pri:,nAp/ noun, pi -nups [count] : prenuptial 

AGREEMENT 

pre-nup-tial agreement /.prk'nAp/al-/ noun, pi ~ 
-ments [count] law : an official agreement that two people 
make before they marry in which they state how much of 
each other’s property each will receive if they divorce or if 
one of them dies ■ Did you sign a prenuptial agreement ? 
[=prenup] 

pre-OC-CU-pa-tion Apri^aikja'peijan/ noun, pi -tions 
[count] 

1 : a state in which you give all your attention to something 

— usually + with • I don’t understand her preoccupation with 
her appearance. 

2 : something that you give all or most of your attention to ■ 
We need to better understand the problems and preoccupa¬ 
tions of our clients. 

pre*OC*CU«pied Aprk'cukja^aid/ adj [more most ~] 
: thinking about something a lot or too much — often + with 

■ She is too preoccupied with family problems to focus on her 
work. 

pre-oc-cu-py /,pri:'a:kj3,pai/ verb -pies; -pied; -py«ing 

[+ obj] : to be thought about or worried about by (someone) 
very often or constantly ■ The question of life after death has 
preoccupied many philosophers. ■ Her family problems con¬ 
tinue to preoccupy her. [=she continues to spend a lot of time 
thinking/worrying about her family problems] 
pre—op /'pri:'a:p/ adj, medical : preoperative ■ a pre-op 
evaluation/consultation 

pre-op-er-a-tive Apri-.'cr.prativ/ adj, medical : happening 
before an operation ■ preoperative assessment/diagnosis/care 
pre-or-dained Apriijoa-'demd/ adj, formal : decided in ad¬ 
vance and certain to happen ■ a preordained conclusion ■ Al¬ 
though such an outcome is likely, it is by no means preor¬ 
dained. [=it is not certain] 

pre—OWned /,pri:'ound/ adj : owned by someone else be¬ 
fore : previously owned ■ They sell quality pre-owned [=used, 
secondhand] cars. ■ The car is pre-owned. 

1 prep /'prep/ verb preps; prepped; prep-ping US, infor¬ 
mal : prepare: such as a ; to make yourself ready for 
something — usually +for [no obj] She spent all night prep- 
ping for the test. [+ obj] The runners are prepping themselves 
for the race, b [+ obj ] : to make (someone or something) 
ready for something ■ It took me about 20 minutes to prep 
the vegetables. — often +for m Teachers spent the week prep¬ 
ping students for the test. ■ The patient is being prepped for 
surgery. 

2 prep noun [noncount] informal 

1 US : preparation ■ Painting a room involves a lot of 
prep. — usually used before another noun ■ These recipes re¬ 
quire minimal prep time. [=you need only a little time to 
make these recipes] ■ college prep courses [^classes that stu¬ 
dents take to get ready for college] 

2 US : prep school — usually used before another noun ■ 
prep students [=students who attend a prep school] ■ prep 
sports 

3 Brit : homework 
3 prep abbr preposition 

pre-pack /,pri:'psek/ verb -packs; -packed; -packing [+ 

obj] : prepackage — usually used as (be) prepacked ■ The 
sandwiches are prepacked. • prepacked meals 
pre-pack-age Aprii'paekacfe/ verb -ag-es; -aged; -ag-ing 
[+ obj] : to put (a product) in a package before selling it — 
usually used as (be) prepackaged ■ The meals are prepackaged 
and ready to eat. ■ prepackaged software ■ prepackaged salads 

— sometimes used figuratively ■ a prepackaged speech [=a 
speech that is not original or special] 

prepaid past tense and past participle of prepay 
prep-a-ra-tion Aprepa'rei/an/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : the activity or process of making something 
ready or of becoming ready for something ■ The festival in¬ 
volves a lot of preparation. • food/meal preparation ■ To com¬ 
plete this recipe, plan on about 30 minutes of preparation 
and 40 minutes of baking. ■ Plans for the next edition are al¬ 
ready in preparation. [=are already being prepared/made] — 
often + for ■ Wet preparation for the role included training in 
karate. ■ The boxer exercised daily in preparation for the 
fight. [=to prepare for the fight] 

2 preparations [plural] : things that are done to make some¬ 
thing ready or to become ready for something • The staff is 
making preparations to move to another building. [=the staff 
is doing things to become ready to move to another building] 

■ Preparations are under way [=things are being done to be¬ 


come ready] for the move to the new building. — often + for 
■ Preparations for the parade are almost completed. ■ They 
are busy with preparations for their wedding. 

3 [count] : a substance (such as a cream or lotion) that you 
use as medicine or to improve your appearance ■ a vitamin E 
preparation ■ skin care preparations 

pre*pa-ra«tO-ry /pn'pers.tori, Brit pn'pasratri/ adj, always 
used before a noun : used or done to prepare for something • 
The new employees have begun preparatory [-introductory] 
training. ■ There is a lot of preparatory work involved in 
teaching. 

preparatory to formal : as a way of becoming ready for 
(something) : in preparation for (something) ■ Preparatory 
to the job interview, I researched the company, 
preparatory school noun, pi ~ schools [count ]: prep 

SCHOOL 

pre-pare /pri'pe**/ verb -pares; -pared; -parking 

1 a [+ obj] : to make (someone or something) ready for some 
activity, purpose, use, etc. ■ The teacher prepared the stu¬ 
dents for the test. ■ Your room is being prepared now and 
should be ready soon. • The nurses prepared the patient for 
surgery- ■ Farmers are busy preparing the soil for planting, 
b : to make yourself ready for something that you will be 
doing, something that you expect to happen, etc. [no obj] 
They’ll be arriving soon. We don’t have much more time to 
prepare. — often 4- for ■ We don’t have much more time to 
prepare for their arrival. ■ He prepares for games by studying 
tapes of the opposing team. ■ At this time of year, most ani¬ 
mals are preparing for winter. [+ obj] We don’t have much 
more time to prepare ourselves for their arrival. ■ She tried to 
prepare herself for bad news. ■ The sailors are preparing 
themselves for a long voyage. 

2 [+ obj] : to make or create (something) so that it is ready 
for use ■ She prepared [-made] dinner. • Prepare a salad. ■ He 
prepared [-wrote] a report for his boss. ■ The pharmacist pre¬ 
pared the prescription. 

prepared adj 

1 : made at an earlier time for later use : made ready in ad¬ 
vance ■ The president read a prepared statement. ■ The store 
sells a selection of prepared foods. 

2 : ready for something : in a suitable condition for some 
puipose or activity ■ I got so nervous. I guess I just wasn’t 
prepared. ■ She was well -prepared and scored high on the 
test. — often + for ■ Be prepared [=ready]for a long wait. • 
The campers were not prepared for the rain. 

3 not used before a noun : willing to do something ■ How 
much are you prepared to pay ? ■ I wasn’t prepared to spend 
that much money. ■ I’m prepared to listen. 

prepared*ness /pri'perodnas/ noun [noncount] formal 
: the fact of being ready for something : the state of being 
prepared ■ The police have been criticized for their lack of 
preparedness. [=for not being prepared] ■ emergency pre¬ 
paredness [=being ready for an emergency] ■ The military is 
in a state of preparedness. 

pre-pay Aprii'pei/ verb -pays; -paid /-'peid/; -pay-ing [+ 
obj] 

1 : to pay for (something) before you receive or use it ■ Spe¬ 
cial orders must be prepaid. 

2 : to pay (something) before you are required to pay it ■ 
There is no penalty for prepaying the loan. [=for paying what 
you owe sooner than you have agreed to] 

— prepaid adj ■ a prepaid calling card ■ a prepaid envelope 
[=an envelope for which the postage has already been paid] 
— pre-pay-ment Aprii'peimant/ noun, pi -ments 
[count] loan prepayments [noncount] We have the option 
of prepayment without a penalty. — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ a prepayment penalty 

pre-pon-der-ance /pn'paindarans/ noun [singular] formal 
: a greater amount or number of something ■ A preponder¬ 
ance of the evidence [=most of the evidence] shows that the 
accused is guilty. ■ The preponderance [=mqjority] of visitors 
to the museum are from outside the country, 
pre-pon-der-ant /pri'pcr.ndarant/ adj, formal : greater in 
number, force, or importance • A preponderant number of 
visitors [=most of the visitors] are from outside the country. ■ 
the country’s preponderant [= dominant ] power 

— pre*pon-der*ant*ly adv - Visitors to the museum are pre¬ 
ponderantly [-predominantly ] foreign. 

PreD-Q-Si-tion /.prepa'zijan/ noun, pi -tions [count] gram¬ 
mar : a word or group of words that is used with a noun, 
pronoun, or noun phrase to show direction, location, or 
time, or to introduce an object ■ The preposition “on” in "The 
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keys are on the table” shows location. ■ The preposition “in” 
in 'The movie starts in one hour” shows time. 
prep-O'Si'tion-al phrase /.prepa'zijanl-/ noun, pi ~ 
phrases [< count] grammar : a phrase that begins with a 
preposition and ends in a noun, pronoun, or noun phrase ■ 
In “He is from Russia,” “from Russia” is a prepositional 
phrase. 

pre-poS-SeSS-ing /.prrpa'sezii)/ adj [more most ~] 
somewhat formal: having qualities that people like : appeal¬ 
ing or attractive ■ a prepossessing young musician ■ She lives 
in one of the least prepossessing parts of the city. 
pre-poS-ter-OUS /piVpcustaras/ adj : very foolish or silly ■ 
a preposterous excuse ■ The whole idea is preposterous 1 . 

— pre*pos-ter*ous*ly adv • The prices are preposterously 
l -absurdly] high. - pre-pos-ter-ous-ness noun [non¬ 
count] ■ She laughed at the preposterousness [= absurdity] of 
my suggestion. 

prep.py or prep-pie /'prepi/ noun, pi -pies [count] US, in¬ 
formal + often disapproving : someone who dresses or acts 
like a student at a prep school (such as by wearing neat, 
somewhat formal clothing or by using particular words and 
phrases) ■ a rich preppy 

— preppy or preppie adj ■ preppy clothes 
prep school noun, pi ~ schools [count] 

1 US : a private school that prepares students for college 

2 Brit : a private school for children between the ages of 7 
and 13 

pre-pu«bes*cent Apriipju'besijt/ adj, always used before a 
noun, formal : relating to or being in the period of life just 
before puberty ■ prepubescent growth ■ prepubescent children 
pre-quel /'priikwal/ noun, pi -quels [count] : a movie, 
book, etc., that tells the part of a story that happened before 
the story in another movie, book, etc. ■ His next film will be a 
prequel to last year’s hit movie. — compare sequel 
pre-re-cord Apriin'koad/ verb -cords; -cord-ed; -cord¬ 
ing [+ obj] : to record (something, such as a radio or televi¬ 
sion program) before showing it to the public, broadcasting 
it, etc. ■ The television show prerecords most of its interviews. 
■ a prerecorded program/interview 
pre-reg-is-ter ^pri.-'recfcastaV verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing 
[no obj] chiefly US: to put your name on an official list in or¬ 
der to become a participant in something (such as a college 
course) before the usual time during which this list is made 
: to register before the official registration period ■ Students 
can preregister online. — often + for ■ 1 preregistered for the 
class. 

— pre-reg-is-tra-tion /.pri^recfca’streijan/ noun [noncount] 
■ Preregistration begins tomorrow. 

pre-req-Ui-site /.pri^rekwazat/ noun, pi -sites [count] 
; something that you officially must have or do before you 
can have or do something else : requirement — often + 
for or to • Citizenship is a prerequisite for voting. ■ The intro¬ 
ductory course is a. prerequisite for the advanced-level cours¬ 
es. ■ Having good credit is a prerequisite to applying for a 
loan. 

pre-rog-a-tive /pn'rcr.gativ/ noun, pi -tives [count] formal 
: a right or privilege ■ If you’d rather sell the tickets than use 
them, that's your prerogative. ■ It’s a writer’s prerogative to 
decide the fate of her characters.; especially : a special right 
or privilege that some people have ■ presidential prerogatives 
[=the rights or privileges a president has] — often + of • Edu¬ 
cation was once only the prerogative of the wealthy, 
pres, abbr 1 present 2 president 

pre-sage /'presicfc/ verb -sag-es; -saged; -sag-ing [+ obj] 
formal: to give or be a sign of (something that will happen 
or develop in the future) ■ Many investors are worried that 
the current slowdown could presage another recession. ■ 
events that presaged the civil rights movement 
Pres-by-te-ri-an Aprezba'tirijan/ adj : of or relating to a 
Christian church in Scotland, the U.S., and other countries 
that is officially led by a group of ministers and elders (called 
a presbytery) ■ a Presbyterian doctrine/church ■ The minister 
is Presbyterian. 

— Presbyterian noun, pi -ans [count] - Pres-by-te-rl- 
an-ism ^prezba'tirija.mzam/ noun [noncount] 

pres-by-tery /'prezba.teri, firz'f 'prezbatri/ noun, pi -ter-ies 
[count] 

1 : a group of ministers and elders who are the leaders of the 
Presbyterian churches in a particular area 

2 : the house where a Roman Catholic priest lives : recto¬ 
ry 

1 pre-SChool /'pri:,sku:l/ noun, pi -schools [count, non¬ 


count] chiefly US : a school for very young children — called 
also nursery school 

2 preschool adj, always used before a noun : relating to the 
time in a child’s life when the child is old enough to talk and 
walk but is not ready to go to school ■ preschool age/educa¬ 
tion/children 

pre-school-er /'priiSku-.W noun, pi -ers [count] US 

1 : a child who is old enough to talk and walk but who is too 
young to go to school 

2 : a child who goes to a preschool 

pre-SClence /'prejijans, Brit 'presians/ noun [noncount] for¬ 
mal : the ability to know what will or might happen in the 
future ; foresight ■ He predicted their response with 
amazing prescience. • Her prescience as an investor is impres¬ 
sive. 

pre-SCient /'prejijant, Brit 'presiant/ adj [more most ~] 
formal: having or showing an ability to know what will hap¬ 
pen before it does ■ She was remarkably prescient about the 
outcome of the elections. ■ a prescient remark 

— pre-scient-ly adv 

pre-scribe /pri'skraib/ verb -scribes; -scribed; -scrib¬ 
ing [+ obj] 

1 : to officially tell someone to use (a medicine, therapy, 
diet, etc.) as a remedy or treatment ■ My doctor prescribed 
this medicine. = This medicine was prescribed by my doctor. 

■ This drug should not be prescribed to children. ■ a drug 
commonly prescribed to treat rashes ■ The doctor prescribed 
three months of physical therapy for my leg injury. 

2 : to make (something) an official rule ■ The law prescribes 
a prison sentence of at least five years for the crime. ■ The 
regulations prescribe that all employees must pass a physical 
examination. ■ We must follow the rules as prescribed by the 
government. 

— prescribed adj, always used before a noun • the prescribed 
dosage of a drug ■ Members must obey the prescribed rules 
of conduct. 

pre-SCrip-tion /pri'skripjan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 a : a written message from a doctor that officially tells 
someone to use a medicine, therapy, etc. [count] The drug is 
only sold with a prescription. — often + for ■ The doctor 
wrote me a prescription for cough syrup, [noncount] (US) 
The drug is only available by prescription. = (Brit) The drug 
is only available on prescription. [=you can only get the drug 
if you have a prescription] b [count] : a medicine or drug 
that a doctor officially tells someone to use ■ I have to pick 
up my prescription. — often used before another noun ■ pre¬ 
scription drugs/medicine/costs 

2 [count] : something that is suggested as a way to do some¬ 
thing or to make something happen — + for ■ a prescription 
for economic recovery ■ a prescription for improving the edu¬ 
cational system 

pre-scrip-tive /pn'sknptiv/ adj 

1 [more most ~] : giving exact rules, directions, or in¬ 
structions about how you should do something ■ Critics 
claim the new rules/regulations are too prescriptive. 

2 technical : providing rules and opinions that tell people 
how language should be used ■ prescriptive dictionaries 

— opposite DESCRIPTIVE 

pre-sea-SOn /,pri:'si:zp/ noun, pi -sons [count] sports : a 
period of time before the regular season when players train 
and people or teams play against each other in unofficial 
games ■ The team only won two games during the preseason . 

■ preseason training/games 
pres-ence /'prezps/ noun, pi -enc-es 

1 [count] : the fact of being in a particular place : the state of 
being present — usually singular ■ The test results showed 
the presence of bacteria in the water. [=showed that there 
were bacteria in the water] ■ No one was aware of the strang¬ 
er’s presence. ■ His very presence on the basketball court in¬ 
timidated opponents. ■ She talked about the growing pres¬ 
ence of women in the construction industry. [=the increasing 
number of women working in the construction industry] 

2 [noncount] : the area that is close to someone — used to 
describe being in the same place as someone ■ Please don’t 
smoke in my presence. [=near me; when I am present] ■ She 
asked them not to talk about the accident in her presence. ■ 
Their daughter is shy in the presence of[=around] strangers. 

■ The contract was signed in the presence of two witnesses. 

3 [count] ; someone or something that is seen or noticed in a 
particular place, area, etc. — usually singular ■ Her mother 
was a constant presence at the swim meets. {=her mother al¬ 
ways went to the swim meets] ■ There is a heavy military 
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presence in the city. [=there are a lot of soldiers, military ve¬ 
hicles, etc., in the city] ■ The company is an important pres¬ 
ence on the Internet. 

4 [singular ]: a way of moving, standing, speaking, etc. ■ He’ll 
be remembered as a caring teacher with a warm presence. 
[=a kind and gentle way of speaking, behaving, etc.] ■ an ac¬ 
tor with a commandingpresence on the stage = an actor with 
a commanding stage presence [=an actor with a powerful 
quality that attracts attention on the stage] 

5 [count] literary : something (such as a spirit) that you can¬ 
not see but that you feel or believe is present — usually sin¬ 
gular ■ She felt a ghostly presence in the room. 

grace (a person, group, etc.) with your presence see 
2 grace 

make your presence felt/heard/known : to make people 
aware of you by gaining power or influence over them ■ 
Women are making their presence felt in the industry. ■ The 
Internet service is making its presence known by doing a lot 
of advertising. 

presence Of mind noun [noncount] : the ability to think 
clearly and act quickly especially in an emergency — usually 
followed by to + verb ■ The child had the presence of mind to 
call for an ambulance. • He had the presence of mind to write 
down the license plate number of the car. 

1 present /'prezpt/ noun, pi -ents [count] : something that 
you give to someone especially as a way of showing affection 
or thanks : gift ■ a birthday/Christmas/anniversary/wed- 
ding present • Here’s a present for you from John. ■ I gave/got 
her a book as a present . ■ Did you wrap the presents ? 

— compare “present 

2 pre»sent /pn'zent/ verb -sents; -sent-ed; -sent-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to give something to someone in a formal way or 
in a ceremony ■ He presented the queen with a diamond 
necklace. ■ He was presented with a medal at the ceremony. ■ 
She presented a check for $5,000 to the charity. 

2 a : to formally talk about (something you have written, 
studied, etc.) to a group of people [+ obj] The scientist pre¬ 
sented his results/report to the committee. ■ She will be pre¬ 
senting a paper on methods for teaching ESL at the confer¬ 
ence. [no obj] What time will you be presenting ? b [+ obj ] 

: to make (something) available to be used or considered ■ 
The defense will present [-produce] evidence refuting the 
charges. ■ An offer was presented for our consideration. ■ The 
opportunity presented itself [=became available], and she 
took advantage of it. 

3 [+ obj] : to make (something, such as a play or show) avail¬ 
able to be seen by the public ■ The Main Street Theater Com¬ 
pany is presenting Shakespeare’s Othello next month. ■ The 
museum is presenting an exhibition of paintings by Monet. 

4 [+ obj ] : to show (something) to someone ■ He presented his 
ID to the security guard. • You’ll be required to present a 
passport when you cross the border. 

5 [+ obj] : to describe or show (someone or something) in a 
particular way ■ No matter how the government tries to 
present what happened, it was a tragic mistake. ■ The article 
presents an accurate picture of the contemporary lives of 
Japanese women. ■ The candidate tried to present a more up¬ 
beat image of himself. • She presents herself as a very ambi¬ 
tious person. 

6 (+ obj] : to create (a problem, challenge, etc.) for someone 
or something ■ Storing these delicate artifacts presents [-pos¬ 
es] a challenge for the college. • The conflicting information 
presents a dilemma (for us): which numbers are correct? ■ 
The shortages presented a serious problem to the govern¬ 
ment. = The shortages presented the government with a seri¬ 
ous problem. ■ We have been presented with a difficult task. 

7 [+ obj] a : to introduce (someone or something) to an au¬ 
dience ■ I am pleased to present our first comedian of the 
night, b formal: to introduce (someone) to a person who is 
important, of high rank, etc. ■ He was presented as ambassa¬ 
dor to the king. 

8 [+ obj] formal \ to bring (yourselD to a particular place ■ 
She was ordered to present herself at court [=to go to court] 
the next day. 

9 [+ obj]formal: to express (something, such as an apology) ■ 
Please allow me to present my apologies (to you). ■ Let me 
present my congratulations and best wishes (to you) on this 
happy occasion. 

10 [+ obj ] Brit : to introduce the different parts of (a radio or 
television program) ■ She presents [=(L4S') hosts] a popular 
game show. 

— pre-sent-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ the presenter of the 
award ■ The presenter spoke well. ■ (Brit) the presenter 


[=(L/*S r ) host] of the game show 
3 pres»ent /‘preznt/ adj 

la: not past or future : existing or happening now ■ the 
present [= current ] situation • No further changes are planned 
at the present time. [=now] • The game has existed in its 
present form for more than 300 years, b — used to say 
what someone or something is now ■ the company’s present 
[=(more commonly) current] employees ■ the present leader¬ 
ship of the Senate [=the people who have positions of power 
in the Senate now] ■ The ceremony honors our soldiers, past 
and present. [=people who were soldiers in the past and peo¬ 
ple who are soldiers now] 

2 a : at the particular place or event that is being referred to 

— often + at ■ She was present at the meeting. — often + in ■ 
There was a large crowd present in the auditorium. — some¬ 
times used as an inteijection ■ “John Smith?” “ Present]" 
[-here] b : existing in something — usually + in ■ There 
were high levels of lead present in the water. [=the water con¬ 
tained high levels of lead] 

all present and accounted for (US) or Brit all present and 
correct — used to say that all the people who are sup¬ 
posed to be at a place or event are there * The students are 
all present and accounted for. 

present company excepted/excluded — used to say that 
a critical comment you have made about a group of people 
does not include the person or people you are with • Men 
are such jerks— present company excepted/excluded, of 
course. 

present writer somewhat formal — used to refer to yourself 
as the person who is writing something ■ No one— present 
writer included—thought the plan would work. [=no one, 
including me, thought the plan would work] ■ She is pro¬ 
moting her latest movie, which the present writer has not 
yet seen. [=which I have not yet seen] 

4 pres»ent /'prezpt/ noun 

1 [noncount] : the period of time that exists now : the 
present time ■ Past, present, and future are all linked togeth¬ 
er. — usually used with the • the past, the present, and the fu¬ 
ture ■ Let’s leave things as they are for the present. We may 
change them in the future. ■ I have worked here from 2000 to 
the present. ■ Geologists believe that the present is the key to 
the past. ■ There’s no time like the present for getting things 
done! [=it is best to get things done right away instead of 
waiting until later] 

2 [count] : the current condition or situation of someone or 
something — usually singular ■ He was trying to escape his 
present by living in the past. ■ She moved the company out of 
a troubled past and into a profitable present. 

3 the present grammar : present tense ■ The verb is in 
the present. 

at present : at or during this time : at the present time 
: NOW ■ Things were bad then but they’re better at present. 
• At present I am working as a substitute teacher. 

— compare Present 

pre-sent-able /pn'zentsbal/ adj [more most ~] : in 
good enough condition to be seen by someone : not too 
dirty, messy, etc., to be seen ■ I have to make myself present¬ 
able before our guests arrive. ■ a presentable appearance 
pre*sen*ta«tion Aprezp'teijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : an activity in which someone shows, describes, or 
explains something to a group of people ■ The charts and 
graphs helped me understand the presentation. ■ She will take 
your questions after she has made her presentation. ■ The se¬ 
nior accountant gave a presentation at the meeting. 

2 [noncount] : the way in which something is arranged, de¬ 
signed, etc. : the way in which something is presented ■ The 
presentation of the food made it look very appetizing. 

3 a : the act of giving something to someone in a formal way 
or in a ceremony [noncount] The choir sang during the pre¬ 
sentation of the gifts, [count] The awards were given out last 
night, and the mayor was on hand to make the presenta¬ 
tions. [=to present the awards] b [count] : a ceremony in 
which something (such as an award) is given to someone in a 
formal way ■ an awards presentation 

4 [noncount] : the act of showing or presenting something to 
someone so that it can be seen or considered ■ The state has a 
law that prohibits the presentation of new evidence 30 days 
after conviction. 

5 [count] : the performance of a play ■ We are going to see an 
outdoor presentation of the play. 

6 [count] medical : the position of a baby inside its mother 
just before the baby is bom ■ abnormal birth presentations 
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— pre-sen-ta-tion-al /,prezn,tei.f3nl/ adj ■ presentational 
skills 

present day noun 

the present day : the period of time that exists now : the 
present time ■ The English of the present day is different 
from the English of the past. 

— pres-ent—day /'prcznt’dei/ adj, always used before a 
noun • present-day [= contemporary, modem] English 

pre»sen»ti«ment /pn'zcntamant/ noun, pi -ments [count] 
formal : a feeling or belief that something is going to happen 
■ a presentiment [= premonition] of death/danger 
pres-ent-ly /'prezptli/ adv 

1 : during the time that is happening now : at the present 
time : now ■ She is presently [= currently ] at work on a new 
novel. 

2 : after a short time : soon ■ He’ll be here presently. 
present participle noun, pi ~ -ciples [count] grammar 

: a verb form that ends in “-ing” and that is used with “be” to 
refer to action that is happening at the time of speaking or a 
time spoken of ■ The verbs “dancing” in “He was dancing” 
and “crying" in “The baby is crying” are present participles. 
•4* The present participle can also be used before a noun like 
an adjective. ■ the crying baby ■ the quickly rising tide 
present perfect noun 

the present perfect grammar : a verb tense that is used to 
refer to an action that began in the past and is completed 
at the time of speaking *v* The present perfect in English is 
formed with “has” and “have” and the past participle of a 
verb, as in “He has left,” and “They have found what they 
were looking for.” 

present tense noun, pi ~ tenses [count] : a verb tense 
that is used to refer to the present 
preS*er*Va*tion Apreza^veifan /noun [noncount] 

1 : the act of preserving something: such as a : the act of 
keeping something in its original state or in good condition 

— often + of • preservation of the city’s historical buildings ■ 
the preservation of land for wildlife ■ (Brit) a preservation or¬ 
der [=an official order by a court that makes it illegal to de¬ 
stroy or change a building, tree, view, etc.l b : the act of 
keeping something safe from harm or loss ■ wildlife preserva¬ 
tion — often + of m the preservation of music programs in 
public schools ■ the preservation of cultural traditions C 
: the act of using a particular treatment on a food so that it 
can be eaten in the future ■ methods of food preservation, 
such as canning and freezing 

2 : the degree to which something is kept safe from harm or 
ruin ■ The ancient paintings were found in a perfect state of 
preservation. [=they were perfectly preserved] ■ The build¬ 
ings are in a good state of preservation. — see also self- 
preservation 

preS«er*va*tion*ist Apreza^veijanist/ noun, pi -ists 
[count]: someone who works to preserve something (such as 
a building or an area of land) 

pre-ser-va*tive /pn'za'vativ/ noun, pi -tives [count, non¬ 
count] : a substance that is used to preserve something: such 
as a : a chemical that is added to food to keep it fresh long¬ 
er ■ This food does not contain any artificial preservatives, b 
: a substance that is used on wood to prevent it from decay¬ 
ing ■ The wood was treated with preservative. 

1 ore-serve /pn'zav/ verb -serves; -served; -ser-ving [+ 
obj] 

1 : to keep (something) in its original state or in good condi¬ 
tion ■ The committee is in charge of preserving [= maintain¬ 
ing ] the city’s historical buildings. ■ The fossil was well pre¬ 
served. 

2 : to keep (something) safe from harm or loss : protect ■ 
These laws are intended to help preserve our natural resourc¬ 
es. ■ They are fighting to preserve their rights as citizens. ■ a 
subtance that helps preserve wood 

3 : to prevent (food) from decaying ■ The peaches are pre¬ 
served in syrup. ■ Salt can be used to preserve meat. 

— pre-serv-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ The police should be 
preservers of law and order. — see also life preserver 

2 preserve noun, pi -serves 

1 : a sweet food made of fruit cooked in sugar [count] — 
usually plural ■ a jar of strawberry preserves [noncount] a jar 
of strawberry preserve 

2 [count] : an area where plants, animals, minerals, etc., are 
protected ■ nature/wildlife preserves preserves] ■ Game pre¬ 
serves allow only carefully controlled hunting and fishing. 

3 [singular) : an activity, job, interest, etc., that is available to 
or considered suitable for only a particular group of people ■ 


The military was once an all-male preserve. — often + of* 
Raising children used to be the (exclusive) preserve of wom¬ 
en. [=used to be thought of as something done only by wom¬ 
en! 

pre-side /pn'zaid/ verb -sides; -sid-ed; -sid-ing [no obj 1 

: to be in charge of something (such as a trial) ■ Court is now 
in session. Justice Raul Fernandez presiding. — often + at • 
She will preside as judge at the trial. 

preside over [phrasal verb] preside over (something) 1 : to 
be in charge of something (such as a meeting or organiza¬ 
tion) ■ The vice president presided over the meeting. ■ The 
Chief Justice presides over the Supreme Court. ■ He has pre¬ 
sided over the company for 15 years. 2 : to be in charge of 
a country, company, etc., during (a particular time or ac¬ 
tivity) ■ She presided over a period of relative peace and 
prosperity. 

— presiding adj * the presiding judge/officer 
pres-i-den-cy /'prezadsnsi/ noun, pi -cies [count] : the job 

of a president or the period of time when a person is presi¬ 
dent — usually singular ■ candidates for the presidency 
[=people who are trying to be elected president] ■ the third 
year of his presidency 

pres-i-dent /'prezadant/ noun, pi -dents [count] 

1 : the head of the government in some countries ■ The Pres¬ 
ident will hold a news conference tomorrow. ■ President 
Abraham Lincoln — often + of m the President of the United 
States 

2 : someone who has the highest position in an organization 
or business ■ a bank/college president — often + of* the pres¬ 
ident of the club — compare vice president 

— pres-i-den-tial /iprcza'denJW adj, always used before a 
noun ■ a presidential candidate/election/govemment 

president-elect noun, pi -elects [count] : a person who 
has been elected president but who has not officially become 
president yet 

Presidents’ Day noun [noncount] : the third Monday in 
February celebrated in most states of the U.S. as a holiday in 
honor of the birthdays of George Washington and Abraham 
Lincoln — compare Washington’s birthday 
1 press /'pres/ noun, pi press-es 

1 a [noncount] : newspapers, magazines, and radio and tele¬ 
vision news reports ■ American/foreign/local press ■ Reports 
in the press suggested there had been many casualties. ■ free¬ 
dom of the press [=the right of newspapers, magazines, etc., 
to report news without being controlled by the government] 

— often used before another noun ■ The murder trial has 
drawn a lot of press coverage. ■ press reports/clippings b 
the press : the people (such as reporters and photogra¬ 
phers) who work for newspapers, magazines, etc. ■ She re¬ 
fused to talk to the press. ■ members of the press • ( US) Ihe 
press was waiting outside the courtroom. = (Brit) Ihe press 
was/were waiting outside the courtroom. — see also press 
conference C — used to talk about how often or how 
well or badly someone or something is described in newspa¬ 
pers, magazines, etc. [noncount] The trial has been getting a 
lot of press. [=there have been a lot of press reports about the 
trial] ■ The new edition of the dictionary is getting good press. 
■ He has gotten a lot of bad press lately, [singular] (Brit) The 
new edition of the dictionary is getting a good press. 

2 a [count] : printing press ■ The pages rolled off the 
presses. • Stop the presses ! — see also hot off the press at ‘hot 
b [noncount] : the act or the process of being printed • The 
book is on press now and due out soon. ■ The story is going 
to press. [=the story is about to be printed] ■ He did not re¬ 
turn our call by/before press time [=the time when the story 
was printed] C [count] : a printing or publishing business ■ a 
university press ■ The book is published by Federal Street 
Press. 

3 [count] : a machine that uses pressure to shape, flatten, or 
squeeze something ■ a cookie/cider/garlic press ■ a trouser 
press 

4 [count] : the act of pushing or flattening something with 
your finger or hand or with a device (such as an iron) — 
usually singular ■ The machine turns on with the press 
[=push] of a button. ■ ( chiefly Brit) Your shirt needs a press. 
[=your shirt needs pressing; your shirt needs to be ironed] 

5 [singular] : a large group of people gathered together in 
one place : crowd — often + of* We were caught in the 
press of people outside the theater. 

— see also full-court press 

2 press verb presses; pressed; press-ing 

1 a : to push (something) with strong or steady force [+ obj] 
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She pressed the pieces of clay together. ■ The machine presses 
the metal/plastic into sheets. ■ People were pressed against 
each other in the crowd. ■ The little girl pressed her face 
against the window. ■ Dad took me aside and pressed some 
money into my hand, [no obj ] He lightly pressed (down) on 
her stomach to feel the baby move, b : to push (something, 
such as a button or lever on a machine) with your finger or 
hand [+ obj ] Don’t press that button. ■ Press “Play" to start 
the movie, [no obj\ Press here to release the buckle. 

2 [+ obj]: to force or try to persuade (someone) to do some¬ 
thing especially by repeatedly asking for it to be done ■ She 
pressed him to go with her to the ballet. ■ I pressed her for 
more details. ■ He is pressing [= pressuring J us for a decision. = 
He is pressing us to make a decision. ■ After the scandal, the 
CEO was pressed into resigning. ■ When pressed, he tends to 
give in. 

3 [+ obj] : to repeat (something) often in a way that is annoy¬ 
ing to show that it is very important ■ I don’t want to press 
[ -push ] the issue, but it is important and needs to be ad¬ 
dressed immediately. ■ He kept pressing the point that some¬ 
thing needs to be done immediately. ■ They’re trying to press 
home their message. [=trying to make their message clear 
and forceful] ■ Laborers are pressing their case for higher 
wages. 

4 [+ obj] : to flatten or smooth out (something) with your 
hand, an iron, etc. ■ She pressed the ball of dough flat. ■ He 
pressed [-ironed] his shirt and pants. 

5 [+ obj] : to push down on a fruit or vegetable to make juice 
come out of it ■ He pressed the apples to make cider. ■ The 
machine presses the juice out of the grapes. ■ freshly pressed 
[=(more commonly) squeezed] orange juice 

6 a always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
continue moving forward in a forceful or steady way ■ The 
explorers pressed deeper into the jungle. ■ The troops pressed 
[= pushed] on/forward in spite of the snow, b : to continue 
to do something especially in a determined way [no obj] — 
usually + on or ahead ■ Now that we have answered that 
question, let’s press on. ■ The city pressed ahead with plans to 
build a casino. [+ obj] She saw an opening and pressed 
(home) her attack/advantage. 

7 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
crowd closely around or against someone or something : to 
move in a large group toward or near someone or something 
■ Reporters pressed around/about the players as they left the 
field. 

press charges : to take legal action against someone : to 
officially accuse someone of a crime ■ He was caught shop¬ 
lifting, but the store owner didn’t press charges, 
press for [phrasal verb] press for (something) : to make a 
demand for (something) ■ Laborers are pressing for higher 
wages. 

press on also press upon [phrasal verb] press (something) 
on/upon (someone) : to force (someone) to take or accept 
(something) ■ I tried to press money on him for my half of 
the bill, but he refused to take it. ■ She’s alwaysprcss/ngher 
opinions on us. — see also 2 press 6b (above) 
press (someone or something) into service : to use 
(someone or something) for a particular job or purpose 
when a special need occurs ■ Retired doctors and nurses 
were pressed into service to help care for the wounded. ■ 
The backup computer was pressed into service when the 
main computer failed. 

press the flesh informal : to greet and shake hands with 
people especially while campaigning for a political office 
press agency noun, pi ~ -cies [count ]: news agency 
press agent noun, pi ~ agents [count] : a person whose 
job is to give information about an important or famous per¬ 
son or organization to news reporters 
press box noun, pi ~ boxes [count] : a special area or sec¬ 
tion of seats where reporters sit at a sports event 
press clipping noun, pi ~ -pings [count ]: clipping 1 
press conference noun, pi ~ -ences [count] : a meeting 
in which someone gives information to news reporters and 
answers questions ■ The President will hold/give a press con¬ 
ference later today. — called also news conference 
press corps noun, pi ~ corps [count] : a group of news 
reporters who are located in a particular place or who follow 
a particular person ■ the White House press corps 
pressed /'prest/ ad), not used before a noun : lacking some¬ 
thing that is needed or desired — + for ■ I am really pressed 
for time/money right now. ■ He’s pressed for space in his new 
apartment. — see also hard-pressed 


press gallery noun, pi ~ -ler-ies [count] : an area espe¬ 
cially in a court of law where news reporters sit 
press gang noun, pi ~ gangs [count] : a group of men 
who in the past would take men and force them to join the 
navy or army 

- press-gang /'pres.gjeg/ verb -gangs; -ganged; 
-gang-ing [+ obj] — often + into • He was press-ganged 
into the navy. [=he was forced by a press gang to join the 
navy] — often used figuratively in British English ■ He was 
press-ganged into working throughout the holiday. 

pressing /'presig/ ad) [more most ~] : very important 
and needing immediate attention : urgent ■ a pressing 
problem/concem ■ a pressing need for reform 
press kit noun, pi ~ kits [count] : a collection of photo¬ 
graphs, documents, etc., that is given to newspapers, maga¬ 
zines, television news programs, and radio stations : a pack¬ 
age of information about someone or something that is given 
to the press 

press*man /'presmsn/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] Brit 
l NEWSPAPERMAN 

press Office noun, pi ~ -fices [count] : the office of an or¬ 
ganization (such as a political party or a government depart¬ 
ment) that gives information to newspapers, magazines, tele¬ 
vision news programs, and radio stations 
press Officer noun, pi ~ -cers [count] : a person who 
works in a press office 

press release noun, pi ~ -leases [count] : an official 
statement that gives information to newspapers, magazines, 
television news programs, and radio stations 
press-room /'presiruim ! noun, pi -rooms [count] 

1 : a room where someone talks to news reporters 

2 : a room that contains printing presses 

press secretary noun, pi ~ -tar-ies [count] : a person 
whose job is to give information about an important or fa¬ 
mous person or organization to news reporters ■ the White 
House press secretary 

press Stud noun, pi ~ Studs [count] Brit : 2 snap 3 
press—up /'presiAp/ noun, pi -ups [count] Brit: push-up 
1 pres-sure /'pre/a 1 / noun, pi -sures 

la: the weight or force that is produced when something 
presses or pushes against something else [noncount] Keep 
steady pressure on the cap as you turn it. [=press on the cap 
as you turn it] ■ Apply pressure to the wound to stop the 
bleeding. ■ the pressure of the compressed air inside the 
chamber ■ high/low water pressure [=a force that makes a 
flow of water strong/weak] ■ Check the car’s tire pressure. 
[=the amount of air inside the tires] ■ The contents of the bot¬ 
tle are underpressure. [=the contents are tightly pressed into 
the bottle] [singular] The animal’s jaws can exert a pressure 
of more than 750 pounds per square inch. — see also BLOOD 
pressure b [noncount] : the action of pressing or pushing 
against something ■ The horse will respond to the slightest 
pressure of a rider’s knee. ■ The fruit yields to gentle pressure 
when it’s ripe. 

2 [noncount] : the weight of the air in the Earth’s atmosphere 
■ the normal air pressure at sea level ■ atmospheric pressure • 
Pressure fell [=the air became lighter] as the storm ap¬ 
proached. ■ An area of high/low pressure [=heavy/light air] is 
moving over the west coast. 

3 : the force that you feel when people are trying to per¬ 
suade or force you to do something by using arguments, 
threats, etc. [noncount] He felt pressure from his father to 
become a doctor. = His father put pressure on him to become 
a doctor. [=his father was trying to persuade/force him to be¬ 
come a doctor] ■ The mayor is under pressure to resign. 
[=people are trying to force the mayor to resign] [count] He 
gave in to the social pressures to act and dress like everybody 
else. ■ She felt a constant pressure to earn more money. 

— see also peer pressure 

4 : a feeling of stress or anxiety because you have too much 
to do or because people are depending on you for something 
[count] She was dealing with the pressures of everyday life. 
[ noncount] Can he handle the pressure of the job? ■ She’s 
been experiencing a lot of pressure at work lately. ■ They 
both work well under pressure. [=they work well when the 
job is stressful] ■ Her job is high pressure. [=her job is very 
stressful] — see also high-pressure 

2 pressure verb -sures; -sured; -sur-ing [+ obj] chiefly US 
: to use pressure to force or try to force (someone) to do 
something — often followed by into + -ing verb ■ The defense 
pressured the quarterback into throwing a bad pass. ■ They 
pressured him into resigning. [=they forced him to resign] — 
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often followed by to + verb ■ They’re pressuring him to make a 
decision. ■ They pressured him to resign. [=they tried to force 
him to resign by putting pressure on him] — often used as 
(be) pressured ■ Doctors are being pressured by the insurance 
companies. ■ She felt pressured to make a decision, 
pressure cooker noun, pi ~ -ers 

1 [count] : a special pot that is used to cook food quickly by 
using the pressure of steam 

2 [singular] informal : a situation or place that causes you to 
feel a lot of stress or pressure ■ The new boss has turned the 
office into a pressure cooker. 

— pressure-cooker adj, always used before a noun • the 
pressure-cooker [=high-pressure] atmosphere of law school 

pressure group noun, pi ~ groups [count] : a group of 
people who share an interest, concern, or set of opinions and 
who try to influence politics or the policies of government, 
business, etc. ■ a pressure group trying to reduce taxes 
pressure point noun, pi ~ points [count] 

1 : a place on your body that can be pressed to stop tension 
or pain 

2 : a place on your body where a blood vessel is near the 
bone and can be pressed to stop bleeding 

3 : a place, area, or situation that is a source or possible 
source of problems : a point where pressure is applied or felt 
■ economic pressure points 

pres-sur-ize also Brit pres-sur-ise /'prej3,raiz/ verb -iz- 
es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ obi] 

1 technical a : to press (something) tightly into a space or 
container ■ A pump is used to pressurize the fuel, b : to 
cause the air pressure inside (something, such as an airplane) 
to be the same as or close to the pressure of air on the 
Earth’s surface ■ The system that pressurizes the airplane’s 
cabin failed to operate correctly. 

2 Brit: 2 pressure ■ Don’t let them pressurize you to do any¬ 
thing you don’t want to do. 

— pres-sur-i*za*tion also Brit pres-sur-i-sa-tion 

Aprcfara'zeijan, Brit ,prcJa.rai'zeiJan/ noun [noncount] 
technical ■ airplane cabin pressurization — pressurized 
also Brit pres-sur*ised adj ■ the airplane’s pressurized 
cabin ■ The fuel is stored in pressurized containers, ^con¬ 
tainers that are designed to hold liquids, gases, etc., that 
are under high pressure] 

pres-tige /pre'sti:3/ noun [noncount]: the respect and admi¬ 
ration that someone or something gets for being successful 
or important ■ Her career as a diplomat has brought her 
enormous prestige. ■ The job has low pay and low prestige. ■ 
The family has wealth and social prestige. 

— pres*ti*gious /prc'sticfeas/ adj [more most ~] ■ a presti¬ 

gious college/university ■ a prestigious award 

preS-tO /'prestou/ interj, US : suddenly as if by magic ■ A 
wave of the hand and , presto [=(Brit ) hey presto], it’s gone. 
pre*SUm*ably /pri'zuimabli, Brit pn'zjuimabli/ adv : very 
likely — used to say what you think is likely to happen or be 
true even though you are not sure ■ Presumably, he’ll come 
later. = He’ll presumably come later. = He’ll come [aXer, pre¬ 
sumably. [=it is reasonable to think that he will come later] ■ 
There was hardly any furniture in the house, presumably 
[=probabty] because they didn't have much money, 
pre-sume /pri'zuim, Brit pn'zjuim/ verb -sumes; 
-sumed; -summing [+ obj] 

1 a : to think that (something) is true without knowing that 
it is true ■ I presume [=assume, expect] (that) you’ll fly to Chi¬ 
cago rather than drive. ■ I presume (that) the car was very ex¬ 
pensive. = The car was very expensive, I presume. ■ “Is she 
still at work?” “I presume so, since she’s not home.” b : to 
accept legally or officially that something is true until it is 
proved not true ■ A person is presumed (to be) innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of law. ■ The court must presume in¬ 
nocence until there is proof of guilt. ■ After the earthquake 
several people were missing and presumed dead, [^believed 
to be dead] 

2 formal : to do (something) that you do not have the right 
or permission to do — followed by to + verb ■ How can you 
presume [=dare] to speak for her? ■ I’m not going to presume 
to tell you how to do your job. 

3 : to expect that someone has (a certain level of knowledge, 
skill, etc.) ■ The course presumes familiarity with basic com¬ 
puter programming. [=people who take the course should 
know basic computer programming] 

presume on/upon [phrasal verb] presume on/upon (some¬ 
thing) formal : to expect too much from (a relationship) in 
a way that shows that you do not understand your role in 


the relationship : to go beyond the proper limits of (a rela¬ 
tionship) ■ I don’t want to presume onjupon our friendship 
by asking for too many favors. 
pre*SUmp*tion /pn'zAmpJan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : a belief that something is true even though it has 
not been proved — often + that • The presumption is that the 
thief had a key to the store. ■ There was a widespread pre¬ 
sumption that she would appoint him as her successor. ■ the 
presumption that all students learn in the same way ■ Thou¬ 
sands of people used this drug on the presumption that it was 
safe. [=they used it because they believed that it was safe] 

2 law : an act of accepting that something is true until it is 
proved not true — often + of [noncount] The trial was un¬ 
fair from the beginning because there was no presumption of 
innocence, [singular] a defendant’s right to a presumption of 
innocence 

3 [noncount] formal : willingness to do something without 
the right or permission to do it ■ You don’t know anything 
about my situation, and yet you have the presumption 
[=(more commonly) gall, nerve] to tell me what to do! 

pre-SUmp-tU-OUS /pn'zAmpJawas/ adj [more —/ most ~] 
formal : too confident especially in a way that is rude ■ It 
would be presumptuous (of me) to tell the manager how to 
do things.: done or made without permission, right, or good 
reason ■ a presumptuous question 

— pre-sump-tu-ous-ly adv - pre-sump-tu-ous-ness 

noun [noncount] 

pre-sup-pose /,pri:s3'pouz/ verb -pos*es; -posed; -pos¬ 
ing [+ obj] formal 

1 : to be based on the idea that something is true or will hap¬ 
pen • The rule presupposes a need to restrict student access to 
the library. — often + that ■ The plan presupposes that the 
state has enough money to carry it out. 

2 : to require or depend on (something) in order to be true 
or exist ■ Prayer presupposes a belief in a higher being. [=in 
order to pray you must believe that a higher being exists] 

— pre-sup-po-si-tion /ipri^sApa'ziJan/ noun, pi -tions 
[count] We can’t be afraid to examine/question our presup¬ 
positions. [=assumptions] ■ The argument is based on the 
presupposition [=presumption] that there is life in outer 
space, [noncount] The argument is based on prejudice and 
presupposition. 

pre-tax /.pri^taiks/ adj : before taxes have been taken away 
from a total ■ pretax profits/income/eamings/dollars 
pre-teen /'prii'tiin/ noun, pi -teens [count] : a boy or girl 
who is 11 or 12 years old 

— preteen adj, always used before a noun ■ a preteen girl/boy 
•preteen clothing 

1 pre-tend /pretend/ verb -tends; -tend-ed; -tend-ing 

1 : to act as if something is true when it is not true 1+ obj] 
She pretended (that) she didn’t care what other people said 
about her. • I’m going to pretend (that) we never had this 
conversation. ■ He had a big stain on his shirt, but I pretended 
not to notice. ■ The children pretended to be asleep. ■ She pre¬ 
tended to be angry. = She pretended (that) she was angry. ■ 
He pretended to be blind. = He pretended [=(more common¬ 
ly) feigned] blindness. ■ I don’t pretend to have all the an¬ 
swers. [=1 don’t claim that I have all the answers] ■ (format) 
He was pretending an emotion he really couldn’t feel, [no 
obj] I don’t like having to pretend. - I don’t like pretending. ■ 
She looked like she was enjoying the party but she was just 
pretending. ■ It was a mistake, and to pretend otherwise 
would be foolish. 

2 : to imagine and act out (a particular role, situation, etc.) 
[+ obj] Pretend (that) I’m your boss. What would you say? ■ 
The children were pretending to be animals. ■ He pretended 
to make a phone call, [no obj] Let’s just pretend for a mo¬ 
ment. I’m your boss. What would you say to me? 
pretend to [phrasal verb] pretend to (something) formal : to 

claim that you have (something, such as a quality or abili¬ 
ty) ■ She pretends to a deep religious devotion, but I don’t 
believe her. — usually used in negative statements ■ I don’t 
pretend to any expertise in these matters. 

— pretended adj ■ I wasn’t fooled by her pretended indiffer¬ 
ence. 

2 pretend adj, informal : not real: imaginary ■ The little girl 
has a pretend [-make-believe] friend. ■ The children played 
on a pretend train. 

pre-tend-er /pri'tend noun, pi -ers [count] : someone 
who claims to have the right to a particular title or position 
(such as king or queen) when others do not agree — usually 
+ to • a pretender to the throne 
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pre-tense (US) or Brit pre-tence / , pri:,tens, Brit pn'tens/ 
noun, pi -tens>es 

1 [count] : a false reason or explanation that is used to hide 
the real purpose of something : pretext • He called her un¬ 
der/on the pretense of asking about the homework assign¬ 
ment. [^asking about the homework assignment was not the 
real reason he called her] ■ A reporter obtained documents 
from the company under false pretenses. [=by saying some¬ 
thing that was not true, by pretending something, etc.] 

2 : an act or appearance that looks real but is false [singu¬ 
lar] Their indifference is only a pretense. [=they are only pre¬ 
tending to be indifferent] ■ We tried to keep up the pretense 
that everything was fine. ■ She couldn’t even make a pre¬ 
tense of liking him. [=she disliked him so much that she was 
unable to pretend that she liked him] [noncount] Their in¬ 
difference is merely pretense. ■ He abandoned/dropped all 
pretense at politeness. [=he stopped pretending or trying to 
be polite] 

3 [count] formal: a claim of having a particular quality, abil¬ 
ity, condition, etc. — usually singular ■ I make no pretense of 
being a history expert. [=1 do not claim/pretend to be a histo¬ 
ry expert] 

pre-ten-sion /pn'tcn/an/ noun, pi -sions formal 

1 [noncount]: the unpleasant quality of people who think of 
themselves as more impressive, successful, or important 
than they really are ■ He spoke about his achievements with¬ 
out pretension. ■ I admire his honesty and lack of pretension. ■ 
The restaurant offers excellent food without pretension. 

2 [count] : a desire to do something or a claim to be some¬ 
thing that is impressive or important — usually plural • The 
movie has no artistic pretensions. = The movie has no preten¬ 
sions to/of being great art. [=the movie is not trying/claiming 
to be artistic] ■ She has serious literary pretensions. [=aspira- 
tions] 

pre-ten ‘tlOUS /pn'tcn/as/ adj [more most —] disapprov¬ 

ing : having or showing the unpleasant quality of people who 
want to be regarded as more impressive, successful, or im¬ 
portant than they really are • He’s a pretentious snob. ■ a pre¬ 
tentious restaurant/movie ■ The houses in the neighborhood 
are large and pretentious. ■ He uses pretentious language. 

— pre-ten-tious-ly adv ■ a pretentiously decorated hotel 
— pre-ten-tious-ness noun [noncount] 

pre-ter-nat-U-ral ^priita^nEetfarel/ adj, formal : very un¬ 
usual in a way that does not seem natural ■ He is a young 
man with preternatural [^exceptional] good looks. ■ She has a 
preternatural ability to charm people. ■ There was a preter¬ 
natural quiet in the house. 

— pre-ter>nat-u-ral*ly adv ■ The house was pretematurally 
[strangely] quiet. 

pre-text /'pri:,tckst/ noun, pi -texts [count] : a reason that 
you give to hide your real reason for doing something : pre¬ 
tense ■ The leaders used a minor clash at the border as a 
pretext for war. [=as a reason/excuse for starting a war] ■ She 
always managed to visit him on one pretext or another. [=she 
found various reasons to visit him] ■ She went back to her 
friend’s house on/under the pretext that she had forgotten 
her purse. 

pre-trial /'prii'trajal/ adj, always used before a noun, chiefly 
US, law : before a trial ■ pretrial publicity ■ a pretrial hearing 
pret-ti-fy /‘pnt3,fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make (something) pretty ■ The city is trying to prettify 
its downtown. 

2 disapproving : to make (something) seem better or more 
attractive than it really is ■ The movie prettified what was in 
reality a very bloody battle. 

1 pret-tV /'pnti/ adj pret-ti-er; -est [also more —; most —] 
la: attractive to look at usually in a simple or delicate way 
■ a pretty dress ■ pretty flowers — used especially of a girl or 
woman ■ She has a pretty face. ■ I’ve never seen her looking 
so happy or so pretty, b : pleasant to look at or listen to ■ a 
pretty sunset/room/voice/name/poem ■ That song is pretty. = 
That’s a pretty song, synonyms see beautiful 

2 always used before a noun : large or impressive ■ He made a 
pretty profit selling his antique car. ■ She received a pretty 
sum of money. 

3 : pleasant to see or experience ■ What a pretty [=nice] day. 

— usually used in negative statements ■ The game was*’/ 
pretty but at least we won. ■ It isn't going to be pretty when 
the mayor finds out his son has been arrested. ■ The kitchen 
was not a pretty sight [=the kitchen was very messy] after we 
finished making breakfast. 

4 always used before a noun, old-fashioned : very unpleasant 


■ What a pretty [=terrible] mess you've gotten us into! ■ a pret¬ 
ty [=miserable] state of affairs 
a pretty penny see penny 

(as) pretty as a picture old-fashioned : very attractive or 
pleasant to look at : very pretty ■ She is as pretty as a pic¬ 
ture ! 

pretty face Someone who is not just a/another pretty face 
or more than (just) a pretty face is attractive but also has 
other good qualities, such as intelligence. ■ If he wants to 
get people to vote for him, he’s got to prove he’s more than 
just a pretty face. 

— pret-ti-ly /'pritali/ adv • She dresses/sings prettily. — pret- 
ti-ness /'pntinas/ noun [noncount] 

2 prettv adv 

1 : to some degree or extent but not very or extremely 
: fairly • The house was pretty [=moderately, rather] big. • 
It’s pretty cold outside. • “Did you put the keys on the table?” 
“I’m pretty sure I did.” ■ The teams are pretty equally 
matched. ■ The work is pretty hard. • I have to leave pretty 
soon. ■ The movie was pretty good but not great. ■ (US) I’m 
pretty near/nearly done. [=I’m almost done] 

2 : to a great degree or extent: very ■ His injury was pretty 
bad. [=his injury was bad] ■ We got pretty [=quite] close. ■ 
They’ve accomplished some pretty amazing things. • She was 
driving pretty fast. 

pretty much/well informal : not completely but mostly ■ His 
ideas were pretty much ignored at the meeting. ■ It is pretty 
much the same color. • The engine is pretty well shot. [=the 
engine is almost completely useless] ■ “Are you finished 
yet?" “ Pretty much." [=just about] 
sit pretty see sit 

3 pretty verb -ties; -tied; -typing [+ obj] : to make (some¬ 
thing) pretty ■ She prettied the cake with icing, sprinkles, and 
nuts. — usually + up ■ The curtains pretty up the room. ■ 
Landscapers prettied the park up with flowers and bushes, 
pretty boy noun, pi ~ boys [count] informal + disapproving 
: a man who is very attractive ■ Movie critics seem to finally 
agree that this pretty boy can act. 
pret-Zel /'pretsal/ noun, pi -zels 
[count] : a long, thin piece of bread 
that is usually salted and shaped like 
a knot or stick 

pre-vail /pn'veil/ verb -vails; 

-vailed; -vaiMng [no obj] formal 

1 : to defeat an opponent especially 
in a long or difficult contest ■ Our 
soccer team prevailed [=wori] despite 
the bad weather. — often + against 
or over ■ He prevailed against!over last year’s champion. ■ She 
prevailed in a lawsuit against her doctor. [=she won a lawsuit 
against her doctor] — often used figuratively ■ Justice will 
prevail. ■ Truth will always prevail [=triumph] over lies. 

2 : to be usual, common, or popular • Mutual respect pre¬ 
vails among students and teachers here. ■ The house was 
built in the style that prevailed in the 1980s. 

3 : to be or continue to be in use ■ The tribal custom still pre¬ 
vails [=persists] after hundreds of years. ■ The law still prevails 
in some states. 

prevail on/upon [phrasal verb] prevail on/upon (someone) 
: to ask or persuade (someone) to do something ■ They pre¬ 
vailed on/upon me to play a few tunes on the piano, 
prevailing adj, always used before a noun : usual, common, 
or popular ■ the prevailing opinion/fashion ■ She disagrees 
with prevailing [= current ] ideas/notions about raising chil¬ 
dren. ■ The prevailing wind in this region is from the east. 
[=the wind in this region usually comes from the east] 
prev-a-lent /'prevalant/ adj [more —; most —] : accepted, 
done, or happening often or over a large area at a particular 
time : common or widespread ■ prevalent beliefs ■ a custom 
that was once prevalent here ■ Those teaching methods are 
still prevalent at some schools. ■ a fashion that is prevalent 
among teenagers 

— prevalence /'prevalans/ noun [noncount] formal — 
usually + of ■ the prevalence of the disease 

pre-var-i-cate /pn*ver3,keit/ verb -cates; -cat-ed; -eat¬ 
ing [no obj] formal: to avoid telling the truth by not directly 
answering a question ■ Government officials prevaricated 
about the real costs of the project. 

— pre-var-i-ca-tion /prijvero'keijan/ noun, pi -tions 
[noncount] Please answer clearly, without prevarication, 
[count] You’ve answered with nothing but half-truths and 
prevarications. 
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Pre«vent /pn'vcnt/ verb -vents; -vent-ed; -vent-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 : to stop (something) from happening or existing ■ Seat- 
belts in cars often prevent serious injuries. • Can exercise and 
a healthy diet prevent heart disease? ■ The accident could 
have been prevented. 

2 : to make (someone or something) not do something : to 
stop (someone or something) from doing something ■ He 
grabbed my arm to prevent me from falling. ■ Bad weather 
prevented us from leaving. ■ How are you going to prevent 
him from finding out about the party? — often used without 
from in British English ■ Her injury will prevent her compet¬ 
ing this year. 

— pre*vent*able /pn'ventabol/ adj • Many of these deaths 
were preventable. [^avoidable ] ■ a preventable disease 
— pre-vent-er noun, pi -ers [count\ ■ She applied a rust 
preventer to the metal frame. 

pre*ven«ta«tive /pri'ventativ/ adj : preventive ■ preven¬ 
tative measures 

— preventative noun, pi -tives [count] 
pre*ven*tion /pn'venjan/ noun [noncount] : the act or 

practice of stopping something bad f rom happening : the act 
of preventing something ■ Exercise and diet play a role in the 
prevention of heart disease. ■ crime/fire prevention ■ (US) an 
ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure = (Brit) preven¬ 
tion is better than cure [=it is better and easier to stop a prob¬ 
lem, illness, etc., from happening than to stop or correct it 
after it has started] 

pre-vervtive /pri'ventiv/ adj : used to stop something bad 
from happening ■ Farmers are covering their crops as a pre¬ 
ventive measure against frost. ■ preventive medicine ^medi¬ 
cine that stops you from getting sick; medicine that keeps 
you healthy] ■ We’ll take whatever preventive action is neces¬ 
sary. 

— preventive noun, pi -tives [count] ■ The drug is used as a 
preventive against cancer. 

1 pre-view /‘pri:,vju:/ noun, pi -views [count] 

1 : a special show or performance that allows some people 
to see a movie, play, etc., before it is shown to the public ■ 
We saw the movie at a special preview. — see also sneak 
preview 

2 US : a selected group of scenes that are shown to advertise 
a movie or television show ■ After seeing the preview [=trati¬ 
er], I can’t wait to see the movie. ■ Before the movie starts 
they always show previews of coming attractions. ■ There are 
previews of the next week’s episode at the end of each show. 

3 : a description of something that will happen or be avail¬ 
able in the future ■ They gave a preview of the upcoming 
football season. - The magazine includes a preview of the 
newest fall fashions. 

4 : an example of what something will look like ■ You can 
see a preview of the page/photo before you print it. 

2 preview verb -views; -viewed; -view-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to see, hear, or show something (such as a movie) before 
it is available to the public ■ Critics have not yet previewed 
[=seen, watched] the new movie. ■ The designers will preview 
their new lines at the fashion show. 

2 : to give a general description of (something that will hap¬ 
pen in the future) • They previewed the upcoming football 
season. 

3 : to see an example of what something will look like ■ You 
can preview the page/photo before you print it. 

Pre-vi-OUS /'priivijas/ adj 

1 : existing or happening before the present time ■ She has a 
child from a previous marriage. ■ She has made previous at¬ 
tempts to quit smoking. [=she has tried to quit smoking be¬ 
fore] - No previous [=past] experience is necessary. ■ I can’t go 
to the party because of a previous [=prior] engagement, ^be¬ 
cause I agreed to be somewhere else before I knew about the 
party] 

2 a : earlier in time or order ■ In previous [=past] years, we al¬ 
ways went to the beach for vacation. ■ a previous album/ 
book [=an album/book made before the current album/ 
book] ■ The two characters met in a previous chapter. ■ the 
previous owners of the house b : immediately before in 
time or order • It was Tuesday, and we’d met for lunch the 
previous day. [=the day immediately before; Monday] 
previous to somewhat formal : before (a time, event, etc.) ■ I 

lived in Boston for a while and previous to [=prior to] that, I 
lived in Miami. 

— pre-vi-ous-ly adv • Previously, the state paid for the pro¬ 
gram. ■ The author’s new book includes some previously 
published material. 


pre-war /jprii'wo v! adj : happening or existing before a war; 
especially : happening or existing before World War II ■ the 
prewar years - prewar Europe/buildings — opposite post¬ 
war 

prexy /'preksi/ also prex /'preks/ noun, pi prex-ies also 
prex-es [count] US slang : president 
1 prey /'prei/ noun [noncount] 

1 : an animal that is hunted or killed by another animal for 
food ■ The lion stalked its prey. ■ The bird circled above look¬ 
ing for prey. ■ The seals are easy prey for sharks. — see also 

BIRD OF PREY 

2 : someone who is easily harmed or affected in a bad way 
by someone or something : victim ■ Too often elderly peo¬ 
ple are easy prey for swindlers and other criminals. 
be/fall prey to 1 : to be killed by (an animal, disease, etc.) ■ 

The deer fell prey to coyotes. ■ Many people fell prey to dis¬ 
ease. 2 : to be harmed or affected in a bad way by (some¬ 
one or something) ■ After the accident, she was prey to all 
kinds of anxieties. ■ Some of his friends fell prey to drugs. ■ 
She fell prey to an online scam. 

2 prey verb preys; preyed; prey-lng 

prey on/upon [phrasal verb] 1 prey on/upon (something) 
: to hunt and kill (something) for food ■ The wolves prey 
on small animals. 2 prey on/upon (someone) : to hurt, 
cheat, or steal from (someone) ■ criminals who prey on 
lonely elderly people - Gangs are known to prey on tourists 
in the city. 3 prey on/upon someone’s mind : to make 
someone worry : to be constantly on someone’s mind ■ 
Her growing debts preyed on her mind. [=she worried 
about her growing debts] - The thought that he could have 
done better preyed on his mind. ■ a question that preys on 
the minds of many of us 

prez /'prez/ noun, pi prez*es [count] US slang : president 
1 Price /'prais/ noun, pi pric-es 

1 : the amount of money that you pay for something or that 
something costs [count] oil/gas prices ■ You paid a high/low/ 
reasonable price for the car. - We bought the house at a good 
price. ■ Can you give me a price for the car? [=can you tell me 
how much the car costs?] ■ If the price is right/reasonable, I’ll 
buy it. = If it’s the right price. I’ll buy it. ■ The price of milk 
rose/increased/fell/dropped. ■ With the coupon you can buy 
two loaves of bread for the price of one. [=for the same 
amount of money it costs to buy one] ■ I won’t sell the house. 
Not at any price ! [=1 won't sell the house no matter how 
much money someone offers me for it] [noncount] High- 
definition television sets should come down in price over the 
next few years. [=they should start to cost less over the next 
few years] ■ What is the difference in price between the two 
cars? ■ Children who are older than 12 years old have to pay 
full price. [=the main or highest price] ■ Air-conditioning is 
included in the car’s base price. [=the basic price you pay for 
something without adding anything extra] — often used be¬ 
fore another noun • price cuts/increases ■ a price list for com¬ 
puter components — see also asking price, consumer 

PRICE INDEX, HALF PRICE, LIST PRICE, MARKET PRICE, 
PURCHASE PRICE, RESERVE PRICE, RETAIL PRICE INDEX, 
SELLING PRICE, STICKER PRICE 

2 [singular] : the thing that is lost, damaged, or given up in 
order to get or do something ■ A loss of privacy is often the 
price (you pay) for being famous. ■ Giving up alcohol was a 
small price (to pay) for keeping his family together. ■ Five 
years in prison is a high price (to pay) for one mistake. ■ We 
won the war, but at what price ? [=did we lose or give up too 
much in order to win the war?] ■ What price glory/fame? [=is 
glory/fame worth what you have to lose or give up in order 
to get it?] 

3 [noncount] : the amount of money needed to persuade 
someone to do something ■ I know he said he wouldn’t do it, 
but I think it’s just a matter of finding his price. 

a price on someone’s head : an amount of money that 
will be given to anyone who kills or captures someone ■ 
The group’s leader has been in hiding since the govern¬ 
ment put a price on his head. 

at any price 1 : for any amount of money - We think it’s 
the best education you can get at any price. ■ I wouldn’t 
work for her again. Not at any price. 2 : without caring 
about what might be lost or given up ■ people who want 
peace at any price 

at a price 1 : by losing or giving up something or doing 
something unpleasant ■ Success came at a price. 2 : for a 
very large amount of money ■ The chocolate is available by 
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mail order, but at a price. [=it is expensive to have the 
chocolate mailed to you] 

beyond price literary : extremely valuable or important ■ 
Her friendship is a treasure beyond price. [=a priceless trea¬ 
sure] 

put a price on 1 : to ask for a particular amount of money 
for (something you are selling) ■ The owners have not yet 
put a price on the house. 2 : to say how important or valu¬ 
able something is — usually used in negative statements to 
say that something is extremely important and valuable ■ 
You can't put a price on true love. ■ The teachers there real¬ 
ly care about the students, and I don't think you can put a 
price on (something like) that. 

synonyms price, charge, cost, and fee mean the 
amount of money that is asked for or given as payment for 
something, price refers to how much money is asked for 
goods. ■ What is the price of the car? charge refers to the 
amount that you pay for using something or for a service. ■ 
There is no charge for parking here. ■ What are these 
phone charges on the bill? cost is used to refer to what is 
paid for something by the buyer rather than what is asked 
for by the seller. ■ The cost of the repairs seemed very high. 
COST may also be used to refer to prices in general. ■ The 
cost of living is higher in big cities, fee refers to an 
amount that is set by law, a business, etc., for doing some¬ 
thing or for a particular service. • There is a %5Qfee for the 
license. 

2 price verb prices; priced; pricing [+ obj\ 

1 : to say or decide how much something costs : to give a 
price to (something) ■ They priced the house too high. — 
usually used as (be) priced ■ The house is priced too high. ■ 
The computer is priced at $2,000. ■ a reasonably priced car ■ 
high -priced televisions [=expensive televisions! 

2 : to put a price on (something) : to attach a price tag to 
(something) ■ Workers quickly priced the new merchandise. 

3 : to learn the price of (something that you are thinking 
about buying) ■ I’ve been pricing TVs [=comparing the prices 
of different TVs] and I know which one we should buy. 
price ( someone) out of the market : to make the price of 

something too high for (someone) ■ The high rents are pric¬ 
ing some people out of the market, 
price yourself out of the market : to make the price of 
your services, products, etc., too high • If your fee is too 
high, you may find that you’ve priced yourself out of the 
market. [=people may stop wanting to pay for your servic¬ 
es because they cost too much] 

- pricing noun [ noncount ] • The store uses low pricing to at¬ 
tract customers. • The company is changing its pricing pol¬ 
icy/strategy. 

price—fix*ing /'prais,fiksii]/ noun [noncount] : the usually 
illegal act or practice of agreeing with business competitors 
to set prices at a particular level instead of allowing prices to 
be determined by competition 
priceless /'praisbs/ adj 

1 : extremely valuable or important : invaluable ■ The 
painting is priceless. • a. priceless piece of information • Good 
health is priceless. 

2 informal : very funny ■ The look on his face was priceless. 
price point noun, pi ~ points [count] business : a product’s 

regular price as set by the manufacturer 
price tag noun, pi ~ tags [count] 

1 : a piece of paper or plastic that is attached to a product 
and that has the product’s price written or printed on it ■ The 
price tag is missing so I don’t know how much this sweater 
costs. 

2 : the amount of money that something costs ■ The car has 
a $30,000 price tag. = The car has a price tag of $30,000. [=the 
price of the car is $30,000] ■ The equipment carries a hefty 
price tag. [=it is expensive] ■ You can’t put a price tag on the 
safety of our children. f=the safety of our children is worth 
any amount of money; it is extremely important] 

price war noun, pi ~ wars [count] : a situation in which 
companies or stores compete with each other by lowering 
their prices on goods or services in order to attract more cus¬ 
tomers ■ The airlines are engaged in another price war. 
pricey also pricy /'praisi/ adj pric-i-er; -est [also more 
most ~] informal : expensive ■ The car is a little pricey. ■ a 
pricey restaurant/store 

1 prick /'pnk /verb pricks; pricked; prick'ing 

1 [+ obj] : to make a very small hole in (something) with a 
sharp pointed object • She pricked her finger with a pin. = 


The pin pricked her (finger). ■ The nurse pricked my finger 
and squeezed out a drop of blood. 

2 a [+ obj] : to cause a sharp, painful feeling on or in (part of 
your body) ■ The sharp shells pricked the bottoms of our 
feet, b literary > If tears prick your eyes , you begin to feel 
tears in your eyes. 

3 [+ obj] : to make (someone) feel guilt, shame, regret, etc. ■ 
She was pricked by doubt/guilt/jealousy. • The photographs 
of the flood victims pricked my conscience [=made me feel 
guilty] and I knew I had to do something to help. ■ His con¬ 
science pricked him. [=he felt guilty; he felt that he had done 
something wrong] 

4 of on animal : to cause (the ears) to point upward [+ obj] 
The dog pricked (up) its ears at the sound, [no obj ] The dog’s 
ears pricked up at the sound. — used figuratively of people ■ 
Her ears pricked (up) when they said her name. = She 
pricked up her ears [=she started to listen carefully] when 
they said her name. 

2 prick noun, pi pricks [count] 

1 : an act of making a small hole in something with a sharp 
pointed object • The nurse gave my finger a (little) prick 
(with a needle) and squeezed out a drop of blood. 

2 a : a feeling of pain caused by being touched by something 
sharp or pointed ■ She felt a prick as the thorn jabbed her 
foot. ■ He felt the prick of the needle, b : a slight, sharp feel¬ 
ing of sadness, regret, etc. ■ She felt a prick of jealousy. ■ He 
felt a prick of conscience. [=a feeling of guilt] 

3 informal + offensive : penis 

4 informal + offensive : a very bad or unpleasant man 
1 prick- le/'pnkal/ noun, pi prick-les [count] 

1 : one of usually many stiff, sharp points that grow on some 
plants : thorn ■ vines covered in prickles 

2 : a slight, sharp feeling of an emotion ■ She felt a prickle of 
fear as the stranger came closer to her. ■ He felt the familiar 
prickle of excitement as the game began. 

2 prickle verb prickles; prick-led; prick-ling : to cause or 
experience an unpleasant feeling that is like the feeling of 
having many small, sharp points against your skin [+ obj] 
The burrs were prickling my arm. ■ The wool sweater prick¬ 
led my skin, [no obj] My skin prickled with fear. • The hair 
prickled on the back of my neck. ■ She felt a prickling sensa¬ 
tion in her shoulder, 
prick-ly /'pnkli/ adj prick-li-er; -est 

1 : having many sharp points ■ a prickly cactus/bush ■ The 
plant’s leaves are prickly. 

2 a : caused or seeming to be caused by something that has 
many small, sharp points ■ a prickly feeling/sensation b 
: causing a prickly feeling on your skin ■ a prickly wool 
sweater 

3 : very difficult or complicated : requiring careful treat¬ 
ment ■ a prickly [=,sensitive ] issue ■ a prickly [=thomy] question 

4 : easily annoyed or angered ■ He’s a prickly old man. ■ a 
prickly [-touchy] personality 

— prick-li-ness noun [noncount] 
prickly heat noun [noncount] medical : a skin rash that 
people sometimes get during hot weather : heat rash ■ suf¬ 
fering from prickly heat 

prickly pear noun [count, noncount] : a cactus that has yel¬ 
low flowers and fruits shaped like pears; also : the fruit of 
this plant 

pricy variant spelling of pricey 
1 Pride /'praid/ noun, pi prides 

1 [noncount] a : a feeling that you respect yourself and de¬ 
serve to be respected by other people : self-respect ■ Be¬ 
ing able to work again gave him his pride back. ■ Getting 
caught cheating stripped him of his pride. • Pride would not 
allow her to give up. ■ It’s a matter of pride that he does the 
work all by himself, b : a feeling that you are more impor¬ 
tant or better than other people ■ The novel is about a family 
consumed with pride and vanity. ■ They needed help, but 
their pride wouldn’t let them ask for it. ■ I had to swallow my 
pride and admit I made a mistake. 

2 a : a feeling of happiness that you get when you or some¬ 
one you know does something good, difficult, etc. [non¬ 
count] The sight of her son holding the trophy filled her with 
pride. [=made her very proud] ■ She spoke with pride [=she 
spoke proudly] about her son’s achievements. ■ She looked 
at her painting with pride. [= satisfaction ] ■ He takes pride in 
[=is proud of] his work, [singular] He showed a great/im¬ 
mense pride in his family, b [singular] : a person or thing 
that makes you feel proud ■ These young people are the 
pride of their community. 
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3 [count] : a group of lions 

pride and joy : someone or something that makes you very 
proud and happy ■ Our children are our pride and joy. ■ 
The car is his pride and joy. 

pride of place : the highest position or best place ■ The No¬ 
bel Prize winner was given pride of place at the conference. 
■ The statue has pride of place in the center of town. ■ A pic¬ 
ture of their children took pride of place on the wall. 

— pride-ful /'praidfal/ adj [more —; most ~] US ■ a prideful 
[=proud] parent ■ He was too prideful to accept their help. 
- pride-ful-ly adv, US 

2 pride verb prides; prid-ed; prid-ing 

pride yourself on : to be proud because of having (an abil¬ 
ity, quality, etc.) • I pride myself on my math skills. [=1 am 
proud of my math skills] ■ The restaurant prides itself on 
having the best pizza in town. 

priest /'pri:st/ noun, pi priests [count] : a person who has 
the authority to lead or perform ceremonies in some reli¬ 
gions and especially in some Christian religions ■ He was or¬ 
dained as a Roman Catholic priest. ■ a parish priest 
priest-ess /'priistas/ noun, pi -ess-es [count] : a woman 
who leads or performs religious ceremonies in some reli¬ 
gions • a tribal priestess 
priest-hood /'pri:st,hud/ noun, pi -hoods 

1 the priesthood : the job of being a priest • He is entering 
the priesthood. [=becoming a priest] • He decided to leave 
the priesthood. [=stop being a priest] 

2 : a group of priests in a particular religion [count] an an¬ 
cient civilization that was ruled by a priesthood [noncount] 
What is the influence of the priesthood in today’s society? 

priest-ly /’priistli/ adj priest-1 i-er; -est : of or relating to a 
priest or to priests as a group ■ the priestly class ■ priestly 
robes/vows ■ priestly power : like a priest • He is a kind, 
priestly man. 

prig /'png/ noun, pi prigs [count] disapproving : someone 
who annoys people by being very careful about proper be¬ 
havior and by criticizing the behavior of other people • She is 
too much of a prig for my liking. 

— prlg-gish /'pngijy adj [more most ~] ■ She is too prig¬ 
gish. ■ priggish people — prlg-glsh-ly adv — prig-gish- 
ness noun [noncount] 

prim /'prim/ adj prlm-mer; prim-mest [ormore most ~] 

1 sometimes disapproving a : very formal and proper ■ a 
prim manner ■ He has prim views on religion, b : easily 
shocked or upset by rude behavior, comments, etc. ■ a prim 
[=prudish] young lady • Her aunts were very prim and proper. 

2 : very neat in appearance ■ a prim little house 

— prim-ly adv ■ She was primly dressed. • She spoke to him 
primly. — prim-ness noun [noncount] 

pri-ma ballerina /'priima-/ noun, pi ~ -nas [count]: the 
main female dancer in a ballet company 
pri-ma-cy /'praimasi/ noun [noncount] formal : the state of 
being most important or strongest ■ Civil law took primacy 
over religious law. ■ She has established primacy in her field 
of study. — often + of ■ He believes in the primacy of the 
family over the state. 

pri-ma don-na /,pnm3'da:n3, Brit (priima'dona/ noun, pi 
~~ -nas [count] 

1 : the main female singer in an opera company : diva 

2 disapproving : a person who thinks she or he is better than 
everyone else and who does not work well as part of a team 
or group ■ The actress is a temperamental prima donna. ■ We 
are looking for team players, not prima donnas. 

primaeval Brit spelling of primeval 
pri-ma fa-cie Apraima'feija, Brit .praima'feiji/ adj, always 
used before a noun, law : based on what is known or seen 
when something is first considered or dealt with ■ a prima fa¬ 
cie case ■ There is strong prima facie evidence that she com¬ 
mitted perjury. [=when we look at the situation now, there is 
strong evidence that she committed perjury, although it is 
possible that we will find out that she did not commit peiju¬ 
ry when we learn more] 

pri-mal /‘praimal/ adj [more most ~] formal : very basic 
and powerful — used especially to describe feelings that are 
like the feelings of animals and that seem to come from a 
part of human nature that has existed since ancient times ■ 
primal urges/instincts 

pri-mar-i-ly /prai'meroli, Brit 'praimarali/ adv — used to in¬ 
dicate the main purpose of something, reason for something, 
etc. ■ The game is designed primarily [=mainly] for younger 
children. ■ They seemed primarily [=mostly] interested in get¬ 
ting rich. 


1 pri-ma-ry /'pra^meri, Brit 'praimari/ adj. always used before 
a noun 

1 a : most important : main ■ our primary [= principal] ob¬ 
jective/goal ■ The economy was the primary focus of the de¬ 
bate. ■ Your safety is our primary [-foremost] concern, b 
: most basic or essential ■ primary needs ■ The family is the 
primary social unit of human life. ■ The primary function of 
our schools is to educate our young people. — compare 
SECONDARY, TERTIARY 

2 : happening or coming first • the primary [-initial] stage of 
a civilization • We just started our primary flight training. 

— compare secondary, tertiary 

3 : not coming from or dependent on something else ■ The 
book is based mainly on primary sources rather than second¬ 
ary sources. 

4 chiefly Brit : relating to the education of young children ■ 
primary [=(US) elementary] education/teachers 

2 primary noun, pi -ries [count] US : an election in which 
members of the same political party run against each other 
for the chance to be in a larger and more important election 
• a presidential primary — called also (US) primary election 
primary care noun [noncount]: medical care from the doc¬ 
tor who sees a patient first and provides basic treatment or 
decides that the patient should see another doctor ■ He pro¬ 
vides primary care to inner-city patients. ■ (US) a primary 
care physician/provider 

primary color (US) or Brit primary colour noun, pi ~ 
-ors [count] : one of the three colors red, yellow, or blue 
which can be mixed together to make other colors 

— compare secondary color 

primary school noun, pi ~ schools : a school for young 
children [count] a new primary school [=(US) elementary 
school, (US) grade school] [noncount] She goes to primary 
school. — compare secondary school 
pri-mate /'prai,meit/ noun, pi -mates [count] 

1 : any member of the group of animals that includes hu¬ 
man beings, apes, and monkeys 

2 or Primate formal: the highest ranking priest in a particu¬ 
lar country or area in some Christian churches (such as the 
Church of England) ■ the Primate of England and Wales 

1 prime /'praim/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : most important : primary ■ our prime responsibility ■ 
The wine industry is of prime importance to the California 
economy. ■ The police have not yet named the prime suspect 
in the murder investigation. 

2 : of the highest quality or value : excellent ■ prime beef 
■ The house is expensive because it’s in a prime location. ■ 
prime farmland 

3 — used to say that someone or something is a very good 
example of a particular kind of person or thing ■ The melting 
of ice caps is a prime example of the effects of global warm¬ 
ing. ■ Orson Welles is a prime example of the movie director 
as artist. ■ a prime specimen of a racehorse 

4 : most likely or very likely to be chosen for something, to 
experience something, etc. ■ The mayor has become a prime 
target for criticism. • Her father was unhealthy and looked 
like a prime candidate for a heart attack. [=he looked like 
someone who was likely to have a heart attack] 

2 prime noun 

1 [singular] : the period in life when a person is best in 
health, strength, etc. : the most active or successful time of a 
person’s life • young college graduates in the prime of life ■ 
She just retired, but she’s still in her prime. [=still active and 
in good health] • He was a great pitcher once, but he’s past 
his prime, [-is no longer as good as he was when he was 
younger] 

2 [noncount] technical : prime rate ■ The interest rate is 
two percent plus/over prime. 

3 prime verb primes; primed; prim-lng [+ obj] 

1 : to make (someone) ready to do something : prepare ■ 
She was obviously primed for the questions at the press con¬ 
ference. ■ Both teams are primed for battle and ready to play. 

2 : to make (something) ready for use ■ prime a bomb/gun ■ 
prime a pump ■ prime an engine 

3 : to cover (a surface) with special paint in order to prepare 
it for the final layer of paint ■ We sanded and primed the 
woodwork before painting. 

prime the pump : to do something that will help a thing to 
grow or develop • The government has to prime the pump 
to get the economy going. ■ That sort of language will only 
prime the pump for an ugly argument later. 
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prime interest rate noun, pi ~ rates [count] : prime 

RATE 

prime meridian noun 

the prime meridian : an imaginary line that runs from the 
North Pole to the South Pole through Greenwich, England 
prime minister or Prime Minister noun, pi ~ -ters 
[count]' the head of the government in some countries ■ the 
Prime Minister of England — abbr. PM 
prime mover noun, pi ~~ -ers [count] : a person or thing 
that staits something or that has a very powerful influence 
on something * She was the prime mover behind the town’s 
annual summer festival. 

prime number noun, pi ~ -bers [count] mathematics : a 
number (such as 2, 3, or 5) that can only be exactly divided 
by itself and by 1 

1 prim-er /'pnma-, Brit 'praima/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 chiefly US : something (such as a book) that provides basic 
information on a particular subject ■ The article is an excel¬ 
lent primer on foreign policy. 

2 : a small book that helps teach children how to read 

- compare 2 primer 

2 prim-er /'praiin^/ noun, pi -ers [count, noncount] : a kind of 
paint that is used to prepare a surface for a final layer of a 
different paint — compare Primer 
prime rate noun, pi ~~ rates [count] : the lowest interest 
rate that banks will give to people who borrow money from 
them — called also prime, prime interest rate 
prime time noun [noncount] 

1 a : the time in the evening when the largest number of 
people are watching television > The program is being shown 
during prime time. ■ a. prime-time program b : the television 
shows that are on during prime time • He’s the best actor in 
rime time. 

chiefly US, informal : the highest or most difficult level of 
use - This software isn’t ready for prime time. [=it is not yet 
good enough to be used; it has problems that need to be cor¬ 
rected] 

pri*me*val also Brit pri-mae*val /prai'miival/ adj [more ~; 

most ~] 

1 : very old or ancient « primeval forests * the forest primeval 

2 formal : basic and powerful : primal • our primeval in- 
stincts . 

primitive /'primativ/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : of, belonging to, or seeming to come from an early time 
in the very ancient past ■ the time when primitive man first 
learned to use fire > primitive animals/plants [=animals/ 
plants that lived in ancient times or that have not changed 
much since ancient times] 

2 : not having a written language, advanced technology, etc. 
• primitive societies/cultures 

3 : very simple and basic : made or done in a way that is not 
modem and that does not show much skill ■ primitive 
[=crude] tools > The technology they used was primitive and 
outdated. ■ The camp had only a primitive outdoor toilet. 

4 : coming from the part of a person that is wild or like an 
animal : not based on reason . primitive instincts/feelings/ 
fears 

- prim«i*tlve*ly adv - prim-l-tlve*ness noun [noncount] 
primitive noun, pi -tlves [count] formal 

1 : an artist who makes art in a simple style that is childlike; 
also : the art made by such an artist ■ The museum is known 
for its collection of American primitives. 

2 old-fashioned : someone who belongs to a primitive soci¬ 
ety > a Stone Age primitive 

prl-mo /■priimou/ adj, US slang: of the best quality : excel¬ 
lent • I found a primo parking space right out front. 
pri*mor*di*al /piVmoa-dtjal/ ad), formal: existing from the 
beginning of time : very ancient ■ primordial gases in space • 
primordial [= primeval] forests 

primp /'primp/ verb primps; primped; primp-lng : to try 

to make yourself more attractive by making small changes 
to your clothes, hair, etc., especially while looking at your¬ 
self in a mirror [no obj] The girls spent hours primping in 
front of the mirror. [+ obj] He primped his hair while waiting 
for his date. 

prim*rose /■pnm,rouz/ noun, pi -ros*es [count] : a small 
plant with flowers that are usually a pale yellow color 
primrose path : an easy way of living or proceeding that 
will lead to problems later ■ The mayor is leading us down 
a/the primrose path by refusing to maintain the roads and 
_ only repairing them after they fail, 
prince /■prins/ noun, pi prlnc-es [count] 


1 a : a male member of a royal family; especially : the son or 
grandson of a king or queen b : a male ruler or monarch in 
some countries > the Prince of Monaco 

2 : a man who is the best in his class, profession, etc. — usu¬ 
ally singular • He was the prince of poets. • He is a prince 
among men. [=he is a very good man] 

Prince Charming noun [singular] often humorous : a man 
who is handsome, brave, polite, etc., and would be a perfect 
husband or boyfriend • She was still waiting to meet her 
Prince Charming. • He’s no Prince Charming, but he’s okay, 
prince* I y /'pnnsli/ adj 

1 : very large or impressive ■ a princely gift • Their summer 
house cost a princely sum. [=their summer house was very 
expensive] 

2 : of, relating to, or suitable for a prince ■ a display of 
princely courtesy * princely duties 

prin»cess /'prinsas, Brit ,pnn'ses/ noun, pi -cess-es 
"1 ’count] 

1 : a female member of a royal family; especially : a daugh¬ 
ter or granddaughter of a king or queen 

2 : the wife of a prince ■ Princess Diana 

3 it\formal + sometimes disapproving : a usually attractive 
girl or woman who is treated with special attention and kind¬ 
ness > a pop music princess • She’s just a stuck-up princess. 

1 prln«ci»pal /'prinsapal/ adj, always used before a noun 
: most important : chief ■ Vegetables are the principal in¬ 
gredients in this soup. ■ My principal [=main] reason for 
moving is to have a shorter drive to work. ■ She is the princi¬ 
pal cellist of the orchestra. 

— prin«cl«pal>ly /'prinsapali/ adv • He is principally [chief¬ 
ly, mainly] known as a composer, 
principal noun,pl-pa\s [count] 

1 a US : the person in charge of a public school ■ the new 
high school principal b Brit : the person in charge of a uni¬ 
versity or college 

2 : an amount of money that is put in a bank or lent to 
someone and that can earn interest — usually singular • Our 
monthly mortgage payment covers the interest on our loan 
as well as some of the principal. 

3 a : the main performer in a group of performers ■ The bal¬ 
let featured the two principals. [=lead dancers] b : the most 
important person in a group > One of the principals in the as- 

sassination plot has been arrested. _ 

[ Do not confuse principal with principle. | 

prin*ci*pal*i*ty /,pnns3'p8el3ti/ noun, pi -ties [count] for¬ 
mal : a small area or country that is ruled by a prince 
principal parts noun [plural] grammar : the main forms of 
a verb > The principal parts of the verb “write” include the in¬ 
finitive “write,” the past tense “wrote,” the past participle 
“written,” and the present participle “writing.” 
prin*ci*ple /'prinsapal/ noun, pi -ciples 

1 : a moral rule or belief that helps you know what is right 
and wrong and that influences your actions [count] He has 
good principles. • It’s against my principles to cheat. (=1 be¬ 
lieve that cheating is wrong] [noncount] As a matter of prin¬ 
ciple, he would not accept the gift. [=he did not feel that it 
was right to accept the gift] > She refused on principle ^be¬ 
cause of her beliefs] to give toy guns to the children. 

2 [count] : a basic truth or theory : an idea that forms the ba¬ 
sis of something • well-established economic principles « His 
investment strategy is based on the principle that the stock 
market offers the best returns for long-term investors. 

3 [count] : a law or fact of nature that explains how some¬ 
thing works or why something happens ■ the basic principles 
of hydraulics/magnetism 

in principle 1 — used to say that something which has not 
yet happened or been done should be possible according 
to what is known • In principle , making the changes should 
be a simple matter, but there may be problems we haven’t 
thought of. 2 : in a general way and without giving atten- 

tion to details ■ They accepted the offer in principle. _ 

| Do not confuse principle with principal. \ 

prln*ci*pled /'prinsapald/ adj [more most ~] : having, 
based on, or relating to strong beliefs about what is right and 
wrong ■ a principled person [=a person who has strong moral 
principles; a person who tries to do what is morally right] ■ 
She took a principled stand/position on funding public edu¬ 
cation. 

1 print /'print/ verb prints; prlnt*ed; printing 

1 : to cause (words, images, etc.) to appear on paper or cloth 
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by using a machine (called a printer) [+ obj] We printed 50 
invitations before we ran out of ink. ■ Could you print (up) 
another copy of last quarter’s report? • The new machine 
prints 30 pages per minute. ■ Your tickets are being printed 
now. ■ a slogan printed on a bumper sticker ■ We printed the 
new logo on the T-shirts. = We printed the T-shirts with the 
new logo, [no obj ] Your tickets are printing now. • This print¬ 
er allows you to print on both sides of a sheet of paper. 

2 [+ obj\ : to use a machine (called a printing press) to pro¬ 
duce (books, newspapers, magazines, etc.) ■ They printed 
10,000 copies of the book’s new edition. 

3 [+ obj] : to include (something) in a book, newspaper, mag¬ 
azine, etc. : PUBLISH ■ I’m surprised they printed that car¬ 
toon/story in the paper. ■ Her picture was printed in a maga¬ 
zine last month. 

4 : to write (something) using separate letters that do not 
join together [+ obj] Print your name and address in the 
space provided, [no obj] Once you learn how to print, then 
you can move on to cursive writing. 

5 [+ obj] : to produce (a photograph) on paper ■ Please print 
two copies of all the pictures on that roll. ■ Our vacation pic¬ 
tures are on my computer, but I haven’t printed them yet. 

a license to print money see 'license 
print out also print off [phrasal verb ] print (something) out/ 
off or print out/off (something) : to produce a paper copy 
of (a document that is on a computer) ■ Could you print 
out another copy for me? — see also PRINTOUT 

— printed adj, always used before a noun ■ printed docu¬ 
ments ■ Fewer people these days are getting their news 
from the printed page/word. [-from newspapers, maga¬ 
zines, books, and other printed sources] 

2 prlnt noun, pi prints 

1 [noncount] : the process of making a book, magazine, 
newspaper, etc. ■ The editor’s job is to prepare the manu¬ 
script for print. [=for publication] ■ He was glad to get one of 
his poems into print. [=into a published magazine, book, etc.] 
■ Her first novel is still In print. (=her first novel is still being 
printed for sale] • His biography has been out of print for 
years. [=his biography is no longer being printed] • When is 
the book scheduled to go to print} [=when is the book sup¬ 
posed to be sent to the printer?] 

2 [ noncount ]: the letters, numbers, or symbols used in print¬ 
ing something : type • books with large print = larg e-print 
books [=books with large letters for people who have diffi¬ 
culty seeing] • What is the print size of your book? — see also 
FINE PRINT, SMALL PRINT 

3 [count] a : a photograph that is printed on paper ■ black- 
and-white prints ■ She bought a print [=a photographic copy] 
of the painting for her room, b : a picture made from 
pressing an inked surface on paper ■ a woodblock print ■ an 
exhibit of 16th-century German prints 

4 [count] : a mark made on the surface of something: such as 
a : FINGERPRINT ■ The detectives found his prints on the 
wine glass. ■ Police dusted the house for prints, b : foot¬ 
print ■ A muddy print on the sidewalk matched the tread on 
the suspect’s boots. 

5 [count] : cloth that has a pattern printed on it ■ The fabric 
store had a variety of plaids and prints available. ■ a floral 
print dress 

print adj, always used before a noun : of, relating to, or writ¬ 
ing for books, magazines, newspapers, etc. ■ print journalists/ 
journalism ■ print ads/media 
print-able /'printabal/ adj 

1 : suitable to be printed or published ■ The paper’s editor 
isn’t looking for a great article, just something printable. • 
The coach yelled insults at his team, none of which are print¬ 
able. [=the words he used were too offensive to be shown in 
print] 

2 : able to be printed by using a computer’s printer ■ There 
are printable maps on the Web site. 

printed circuit noun, pi ~ -cuits [count] technical : a cir¬ 
cuit that uses thin strips of metal on a thin board to carry 
electricity , 

print-er /'printa*/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a machine that is used for printing documents, photo¬ 
graphs, etc. ■ I need a new printer for my office. — see pic¬ 
ture at office; see also ink-jet printer, laser printer 

2 : a person or company whose business is printing books, 
magazines, etc. • Benjamin Franklin was originally a printer. 

- The manuscript was sent to the printer yesterday, 
print-ing /'pnntiij/ noun, pi -ings 

1 [noncount] : the process of producing books, magazines. 


etc. by using machinery • color printing • a printing error 

2 [count] : the act or process of printing a set number of cop¬ 
ies of a book at one time ■ The book is already in its second 
printing, and a third printing is scheduled for later this year. ■ 
The book has had two printings of 100,000 copies each. 

3 [noncount] : handwriting that uses separate letters that do 
not join together ■ Her printing is very neat. 

printing press noun, pi ~ press-es [count] : a machine 
that prints books, magazines, newspapers, etc., usually in 
large numbers 

print-OUt /'printout/ noun, pi -outs [count] : a copy of a 
document produced by a printer ■ She gave me a printout of 
the directions. ■ a computer printout — see also print out at 
'print 

1 pri-or /'prajer/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : existing earlier in time : previous ■ prior approval ■ in 
prior years ■ Do you have a prior history of back problems? ■ 
The job requires prior experience in advertising. ■ The defen¬ 
dant had a prior record of convictions. • I’m sorry, but we 
have a prior commitment and can’t come tonight. • The con¬ 
tract was canceled without prior notice. [=the contract was 
canceled right away] 

2 formal : more important than something else because it 
came first ■ We have a prior claim to the estate. 

prior to somewhat formal : before (a time, event, etc.) ■ Prior 
to dinner, photographs of the wedding party will be taken. 
■ My parents were married just prior to the war. 

2 prior noun, pi -ors [count] 

1 a : a monk who is the head of a religious house or order 
b : a priest whose rank is just below that of an abbot 

2 US, informal : a previous time of being arrested for or 
found guilty of a crime ■ The suspect has two priors for rob¬ 
bery. [=the suspect had been arrested/convicted twice before 
for robbery] 

pri-or-ess /'prajaras/ noun, pi -ess-es [count] : a nun who 
is head of a religious house or order 

pri-or-i-tize also Brit pri-or*i-tise /prai'ora.taiz/ verb -tiz- 
es; -tized; -tlz-ing 

1 : to organize (things) so that the most important thing is 
done or dealt with first [+ obj] It’s always difficult to priori¬ 
tize work, school, and family, [no obj] If you want to do 
your job efficiently, you have to learn to prioritize. 

2 [+ obj] : to make (something) the most important thing in a 
group ■ The town council hopes to prioritize the bridge con¬ 
struction project at the next meeting. 

pri-or-i-ty /prai'orati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [count] : something that is more important than other 
things and that needs to be done or dealt with first ■ Reorga¬ 
nizing the sales force will be a top priority for the new presi¬ 
dent. ■ Getting the work done on time is a priority for me. ■ 
Exercising is not very high on her list of priorities. [=it’s not 
among the things she thinks are important] 

2 priorities [plural] US : the things that someone cares 
about and thinks are important ■ He has terrible priorities. 
[=he doesn’t care about the things that are truly important] ■ 
You need to get your priorities straight and go back to 
school. l=you need to realize that going back to school is the 
most important thing for you to do] ■ She decided to go to 
the party instead of studying? Where are her priorities 17 

3 [noncount] : the condition of being more important than 
something or someone else and therefore coming or being 
dealt with first ■ These problems are important and should 
be given priority (over others). [=they should be dealt with 
first] ■ I know you want to buy a new stereo, but right now, 
saving for college has to take priority. ■ Health concerns 
should have priority over comfort. [=health concerns are 
more important than comfort] 

pri-O-ry /'prajari/ noun, pi -ries [count] : a place where a 
group of monks or nuns live : a religious house that is under 
the direction of a prior or prioress 
prism /'prizam/ noun, pi prisms [count] : a transparent 
glass or plastic object that usually has three sides and that 
separates the light that passes through it into different colors 
— often used figuratively to describe a way of looking at or 
thinking about something that causes you to see or under¬ 
stand it in a different way ■ The novel is a history of early 
19th-century America told through the prism of one life, 
pris-mat-ic /priz'maetik/ adj, technical : using, containing, 
or shaped like a prism ■ a prismatic lens ■ prismatic crystals 
pris-on /'pnzq/ noun, pi -ons 
T : a building where people are kept as punishment for a 
crime or while they are waiting to go to court [count] a 
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state/federal prison ■ The state plans to build two more pris¬ 
ons. [noncount] He was in prison at the time. "If caught, 
they’re all going to prison. ■ She was sent/sentenced to pris¬ 
on for robbery. ■ He was released from prison. • He’s sched¬ 
uled to get out of prison next month. — often used before 
another noun ■ a prison cell ■ a prison guard ■ an investigation 
into prison conditions ■ an overhaul of the prison system ■ 
prison reform ■ the prison population ■ an eight-year prison 
sentence/term • prison time [=the time someone spends in 
prison] synonyms see ‘jail 

2 [count] : a place or situation from which you cannot es¬ 
cape ■ Her marriage became a prison to her. 
prison camp noun, pi ~ camps [count] : a camp where a 
large group of prisoners are kept especially during a war 
Pris»On»er /'pnzijay noun, pi -ers [count] 

1: a person who is kept in a prison ■ The prisoners [=i/i- 
mates] have two hours of exercise per day. ■ a political pris¬ 
oner [=a person put in prison because of his or her political 
beliefs] 

2 : a person who has been captured and is being kept some¬ 
where ■ He was captured by rebel forces and kept as their 
prisoner for several months before they set him free. ■ They 
took him prisoner. - He was taken prisoner. [=they captured 
him and made him their prisoner] ■ The families were held/ 
kept prisoner for four days. — sometimes used figuratively ■ 
She’s a prisoner of her fears. [=she is controlled by her fears] 
take no prisoners : to deal with the people you are compet¬ 
ing with or trying to defeat in a very harsh way without 
mercy ■ He takes no prisoners when it comes to running the 
business. — see also take-no-prisoners 
prisoner of conscience noun, pi prisoners of con¬ 
science [count] : someone who is held in prison because of 
his or her political or religious beliefs 
prisoner of war noun, pi prisoners of war [count] : a 
soldier who has been captured during a war by the enemy — 
called also POW 

pris-sy /'prisi/ adj pris«sier; -est [also more most ~] in¬ 
formal + disapproving : having or showing the annoying atti¬ 
tude of people who care too much about dressing and be¬ 
having properly and who are easily upset by other people’s 
behavior, language, etc. ■ She was too prissy to wear jeans. ■ a 
prissy do-gooder 

— pris-sMy /'pnsali/ adv — pris-si*ness /'pnsinas/ noun 
[noncount] 

pristine /'pn,sti:n/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : in perfect condition : completely clean, fresh, neat, etc. ■ 
My office is a mess but her office is always pristine. ■ He was 
wearing apristine white shirt. ■ The car is 10 years old but it’s 
still in pristine condition. [=it still looks the way it did when it 
was new] 

2 : not changed by people : left in its natural state ■ a pristine 
forest 

pri-va*cy /'praivasi, Brit 'pnvasi/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the state of being alone : the state of being away from 
other people • She went upstairs for some privacy. ■ I don’t 
care about what you do in the privacy of your own home. [=1 
don’t care what you do when you are at home by yourself or 
with your family] 

2 : the state of being away from public attention ■ Celebrities 
have a right to privacy. ■ She felt that the guard’s request to 
search her was an invasion of (her) privacy. [=she felt the 
search did not respect her privacy] 

1 private /'praivat/ adj [more most —] 

1 : for the use of a single person or group : belonging to one 
person or group : not public ■ a private beach/club/property 
■ He returned to the country on his private [= personal ] jet. ■ It 
was the first time many had seen works from the artist’s pri¬ 
vate collection. ■ a room with a private bath [=a bathroom 
that is not shared between several rooms] 

2 : not relating to a person’s official position or job ■ At 
work he was always very serious, but in his private life, he 
was actually very funny and relaxed. 

3 a : not known by the public or by other people : secret ■ 
private dealings/meetings ■ Please keep all my personal infor¬ 
mation private. ■ They shared a private joke. [=a joke only 
understood by the few people who know what it refers to] 
b : not telling others about yourself : keeping your personal 
information secret ■ He’s a very private person. 

4 : away from other people : out of the sight and hearing of 
other people ■ Let’s go somewhere private. • They were sitting 
in a private comer of the restaurant. 

5 always used before a noun : not holding a public or elected 


office ■ private individuals ■ a private citizen 

6 a : not paid for or controlled by the government ■ tax pol¬ 
icies to encourage private industry ■ a. private hospital/college 
■ The mayor hired a private contractor rather than using city 
workers to do the job. b : not having stocks traded on the 
open market ■ a private company 

7 : involving or done with a single person rather than a 
group ■ She had years of private piano study/lessons. ■ private 
students [=students who are given private lessons] 

— pri-vate-ly adv ■ a privately held/owned company ■ The 
two leaders met privately to discuss trade policy. 

2 private noun, pi -vates 

1 [count] : a person of the lowest rank in the U.S. or British 
Army or the U.S. Marines 

2 privates [plural] informal : private parts 

in private : out of the sight and hearing of other people : in 
a private place • We would like to speak to you in private. 
[=privatefy] • The group always met in private. 
private enterprise noun [noncount] : FREE enterprise 
pri-va-teer /,praiv3'tia/ noun, pi -teers [count] : a ship used 
in the past to attack and rob other ships; also : a sailor on a 
privateer 

private investigator noun, pi ~ -tors [count] : someone 
who works as a detective and who is not a member of a po¬ 
lice force ■ She hired a private investigator to follow her hus¬ 
band. — called also private detective, (informal ) private eye 
private member noun, pi ~ -bers [count] Brit : a member 
of the British House of Commons who is not a minister in 
the government 

private member’s bill noun, pi ~ bills [count] Brit : a 
bill prepared or introduced in the British House of Com¬ 
mons by a private member 

private parts noun [plural] informal : a person’s external 
sexual organs — used as a polite way of referring to the sex¬ 
ual organs without having to say their names • He used a 
towel to cover his private parts. — called also privates 
private patient noun, pi ~ -tients [count] Brit : a person 
who gets and pays for medical treatment outside of the Na¬ 
tional Health Service 

private practice noun, pi ~ -tices : a professional busi¬ 
ness (such as that of a lawyer or doctor) that is not con¬ 
trolled or paid for by the government or a larger company 
(such as a hospital) [noncount] After years as attorney gen¬ 
eral, he returned to private practice. • He is now in private 
practice, [count] She left the hospital clinic and now has a 
private practice. 

private school noun, pi ~ schools [count] : a school that 
does not get money from the government and that is run by 
a group of private individuals — compare public school 
private sector noun [singular] : the part of an economy 
which is not controlled or owned by the government ■ The 
private sector is growing. ■ private-sector businesses/gains 

— compare public sector 

pri*va*tion /prai'veijan/ noun, pi -tions formal : a lack or 
loss of the basic things that people need to live properly 
[noncount] The country has suffered through long periods of 
economic privation, [count] the privations of poverty 
pri»vat*ize also Brit pri-vat-ise /'praiva.taiz/ verb -iz*es; 
-ized; -iz*ing [+ obj] : to remove (something) from govern¬ 
ment control and place it in private control or ownership ■ 
The city decided to privatize the municipal power company. ■ 
a proposal to privatize the health-care system — opposite 
nationalize 

— pri>vat-i-za-tion also Brit pri-vat*i*sa*tion 

Apraivata'zeijan, Brit ,praiv3,tai'zeij3n/ noun [noncount] • 
the privatization of health care 

priv-et /'pnvat/ noun [noncount] : a bush with green leaves 
that is often used for hedges 
1 privilege /'pnvhcfc/ noun, pi -leg*es 

1 [count] : a right or benefit that is given to some people and 
not to others ■ The prisoner’s exercise privileges were taken 
away. [=the prisoner was no longer allowed to exercise] ■ 
Good health care should be a right and not a privilege. 

2 [singular] : a special opportunity to do something that 
makes you proud ■ Meeting the President was a privilege. 
[=honor] ■ We had the privilege of being invited to the party. ■ 
I had the privilege of knowing your grandfather. 

3 [noncount] somewhat formal : the advantage that wealthy 
and powerful people have over other people in a society ■ He 
lived a life of wealth and privilege. ■ children of privilege 
[=privileged children; children from wealthy families with 
high social status] 
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4 [noncount] : the right to keep important information pri¬ 
vate ■ attorney-client privilege [=the right an attorney has to 
keep information shared by a client secret] ■ During the in¬ 
vestigation, the President invoked executive privilege. 

5 \ noncount \ Brit : the right to say or do something without 
being punished for it ■ parliamentary privilege 

privilege verb -leges; -leged; -legging [+ obj] formal : to 
give an advantage that others do not have to (someone or 
something) ■ The new tax laws unfairly privilege the rich. 

privileged adj 

1 [more most ~] sometimes disapproving : having special 
rights or advantages that most people do not have ■ He 
comes from a very privileged background. ■ The town at¬ 
tracts people who are wealthy and privileged. ■ The Presi¬ 
dent’s adviser has a privileged position of trust. ■ She had priv¬ 
ileged access to the files. ■ Only the privileged few can 
become members of the club. ■ I was privileged to be part of 
the winning team. [=1 had the good fortune of being part of 
the winning team] 

2 law : known only by the people who need to know ■ privi¬ 
leged [= confidential] information 

1 privy /'pnvi/a# 

privy to : allowed to know about (something secret) ■ I 
wasn’t privy to their plans. [=1 didn’t know about their 
plans] 

2 privy noun, pi priv-ies [count] old-fashioned : a small out¬ 
door building that is used as a toilet 

Privy Council noun 

the Privy Council : the group of people chosen by the Brit¬ 
ish king or queen to serve as advisers 

privy purse noun 

the privy purse : the amount of money given to the British 
king or queen for personal expenses 
1 Prize /'praiz/ noun, pi priz-es [count] 

1 : something that is won in a contest or given as an award ■ 
$500 was the prize for first place. • She won a prize for guess¬ 
ing correctly how many jelly beans there were in the jar. ■ He 
won first/second/third prize. ■ The grand prize [=the best 
prize] of the drawing went to his daughter. — see also boo¬ 
by PRIZE, CONSOLATION PRIZE, DOOR PRIZE, NOBEL 
PRIZE, PULITZER PRIZE 

2 : something that is very valuable or desirable and that is 
difficult to get ■ This picture would be the prize of any muse¬ 
um’s collection. 

2 prize adj, always used before a noun 

1 a : given as an award or prize ■ prize money b : winning a 
prize ■ a prize [=(more commonly) prizewinning] essay 

2 : very good or impressive : deserving an award or prize ■ 
Dad brought back his prize catch, a three-foot striped bass. ■ 
a prize student 

3 Brit, informal : real or complete ■ I felt a prize fool for mak¬ 
ing such a stupid mistake. 

3 prize verb prizes; prized; prlz-ing [+ obj] : to value (some¬ 
one or something) very highly ■ I know that you prize our 
friendship, synonyms see appreciate — compare “prize 
4 prize {US) or Brit prise /'praiz/ verb priz-es; prized; priz¬ 
ing [+ obj] somewhat formal : to open or move (something) 
with a tool ■ I tried to prize [={US)pry] the lid off the jar. ■ She 
prized the door open with the crowbar. — often used figura¬ 
tively ■ He tried to prize the information out of me. [=he tried 
to force me to give him the information] — compare 3 prize 
prized adj, always used before a noun : very valuable or im¬ 
portant ■ These are some of my prized possessions. ■ She was 
a highly prized employee. 

prize-fight /'praiz,fait/ noun, pi -fights [count] : a fight be¬ 
tween two professional boxers for money 

— prize-flght-er /'praiz,faita*/ noun, pi -ers [count] 
— prize-fight-ing /'praiz,faitirj/ noun [noncount] ■ He 
wrote a history of American prizefighting. 

prize—giving noun, pi -ings [count] Brit : a ceremony at 
which prizes are awarded 

prize-win-ner /'praiZjwma 1 / noun, pi -ners [count ]: some¬ 
one or something that wins a prize 

— prize-win-ning /'praiz,wmirj/ adj, always used before a 
noun ■ a prizewinning director ■ a prizewinning recipe 

1 pro /'prou/ noun, pi pros [count] 

1 : an argument for something : a reason to do something — 
usually plural ■ Make a list of the pros and a list of the cons 
and then compare them. ■ The pros outweigh the cons. 
[=there are more advantages than disadvantages] ■ Congress 
weighed the pros and cons of the new tax plan. I=the argu¬ 
ments for and against the new tax plan] 


2 : a person who supports or is in favor of something ■ When 
the new law was proposed, we began hearing arguments 
from both the pros and the cons. [=from the people who sup¬ 
ported it and the people who opposed it] 

- compare 3 pro 

2 pro adv : in favor of something ■ Much was written pro and 
con about the law. [=both for and against the law] 

3 pro noun, pi pros [count] 

1 : someone who is paid to participate in a sport or activity 
: professional ■ tennis/golf pros ■ He just turned pro this 
year. [=he just became a professional this year] 

2 : someone who has a lot of experience or skill in a particu¬ 
lar job or activity ■ He is a pro when it comes to household 
repairs. ■ She handled that tricky situation like an old pro. 
the pros US, somewhat informal : the professional level of 

competition in a sport ■ He is playing in the pros now. 

- compare ‘pro 

4 prO adj, always used before a noun 

1 : paid to participate in a sport or activity : professional 
• a pro athlete/wrestler 

2 : done by people who are paid to play or compete in a 
sport or activity : professional ■ pro football/basketball 

pro -prefix : in favor of : supporting — often used with a hy¬ 
phen • pro- Democracy — opposite anti- 
pro-ac-tive /prou'sektiv/ adj [more —; most ~]: controlling 
a situation by making things happen or by preparing for pos¬ 
sible future problems • A survey was given out to customers 
so that the company could take proactive steps to improve 
their service. ■ The city is taking a proactive approach to 
fighting crime by hiring more police officers. — compare 

REACTIVE 

— pro-ac-tlve-ly adv ■ Regular exercise is one way to fight 
heart disease proactively. 

pro—am /'prou'cem/ noun, pi -ams [count] : an event or 
tournament in which both professionals and amateurs com¬ 
pete 

— pro—am adj, always before a noun ■ a pro-am tournament/ 
race 

prob-a-bil-i-ty /,pra:b3'bil3ti/ noun, pi -ties 

1 : the chance that something will happen [count] The prob¬ 
ability [= likelihood] of an earthquake is low/high. ■ There is a 
low/high probability that you will be chosen, [noncount] 
There is some probability of rain tomorrow. 

2 [singular] : something that has a chance of happening ■ 
With the dark clouds moving in, rain seems more like a prob¬ 
ability than a possibility. 

3 : a measure of how often a particular event will happen if 
something (such as tossing a coin) is done repeatedly [count] 
The probability of a coin coming up heads is one out of every 
two tries, [noncount] the laws of probability 

in all probability : almost certainly : very likely ■ In all prob¬ 
ability, he will go home tomorrow. ■ We will contact you, 
in all probability , next week. 

prob-a-ble /'prccbsbsl/ adj [more most ~] : likely to 
happen or to be true but not certain ■ a probable result/ex¬ 
planation ■ His account of what happened is more probable 
than not. [=his account of what happened is probably true] ■ 
It is probable that life exists outside of our planet, 
probable cause noun [noncount] chiefly US, law : evi¬ 
dence that gives someone a reason to think that a crime has 
been or is being committed ■ The lawyer argued that there 
was a lack of probable cause for a search warrant. • The po¬ 
lice had probable cause to arrest him. 

PfOb-a-blv /'prccbsbli/ adv : very likely : almost certainly ■ 
It will probably rain today. ■ They will probably be here soon. 
■ You are probably right. ■ It was probably the best concert 
I’ve ever been to. ■ There were probably about 150 people at 
the wedding. ■ “Are you going to the picnic?” “Probably.” • 
“Can you finish painting the room today?” “ Probably not.” 

1 pro-bate /'prou,beit/ noun [noncount] law 

1 : the process of proving in court that the will of a person 
who has died is valid ■ Her will was offered for probate by the 
relatives. 

2 : probate court ■ The case will now go to probate. 
2 probate verb -bates; -bat-ed; -bat-lng [+ obj] US, law : to 

prove that (a will) is valid before a probate court ■ The court 
will probate the will. ■ The will was probated. 
probate court noun, pi ~ courts [count, noncount] US, 
law : a court that proves wills are valid 
pro-ba-tion /prou'beifsn/noMn 



probation officer • process 


1288 


1 : a situation or period of time in which a person who is 
starting a new job is tested and watched to see if that person 
is able to do the job properly [noncount] As a new employ¬ 
ee, I will be on probation for three months, [singular] There 
is a three-month probation (period) for new employees. 

2 [ noncount ] law : a situation or period of time in which a 
person who has committed a crime is allowed to stay out of 
prison if that person behaves well, does not commit another 
crime, etc. ■ He hoped that the judge would grant him proba¬ 
tion. 9 He was sentenced to one year’s probation. ■ He was 
sent back to prison for violating his probation. 9 She was ar¬ 
rested while on probation. 

3 [noncount] US : a situation or period of time in which a 
person who has made a serious mistake or done something 
bad is watched and must behave well in order not to be seri¬ 
ously punished ■ Instead of firing her, they put/placed her on 
probation. ■ The student was placed on probation for copying 
test answers. 

probation officer noun, pi ~ -cers [count] law : a person 
who is in charge of watching, working with, and helping peo¬ 
ple who have been placed on probation 
'probe /'proub/ verb probes; probed; probing 

1 : to ask a lot of questions in order to find secret or hidden 
information about someone or something [no obj] His ques¬ 
tions made it clear he was probing for information. ■ He 
didn’t like the police probing into his past. ■ Firefighters are 
still probing [=looking] for the cause of the fire. [+ obj] He 
didn’t like the police probing him about his past. 

2 [+ obj] a : to touch or reach into (something) by using 
your finger, a long tool, etc., in order to see or find some¬ 
thing ■ The doctor probed the wound with his finger. ■ 
Searchers probed the mud with long poles, b : to look into 
or examine (something) carefully • She probed the files for 
evidence that would help the investigation. 

— probing adj ■ The reporter asked a lot of probing ques¬ 
tions. ■ Her father gave her a. probing look. ■ a probing mind 
probe noun, pi probes [count] 

1 : a careful examination or investigation of something ■ The 
FBI probe did not produce any new evidence. 

2 : a thin, long instrument that is used especially for examin¬ 
ing parts of the body 

3 : SPACE PROBE 

prO*bi*ty /'proubati/ noun [noncount] formal : the quality of 
a person who is completely honest ■ a person of probity 
1 problem /'praiblam/ noun, pi -lems 

1 [count] : something that is difficult to deal with : some¬ 
thing that is a source of trouble, worry, etc. ■ Racism and 
sexism are major social problems. 9 The company is having 
financial problems. 9 She has a drug problem. [=she is addict¬ 
ed to drugs] ■ He has chronic health/medical problems. 9 She 
has a weight problem. [=her weight is not healthy] ■ The me¬ 
chanic fixed the problem with the car. ■ There are a few prob¬ 
lems with your argument. ■ We have to find a way to solve 
this problem. 9 She is bothered by family/personal/marriage 
problems. 9 We didn’t have any problems getting here. ■ I have 
my own problems to deal with. ■ Mosquitoes are a problem in 
the summer. ■ When he drinks too much, he causes prob¬ 
lems. 9 The problem with you is that you’re too stubborn. ■ 
We would love to have a dog. The only problem is (that) 
[=the reason that would be difficult is] we don’t have the 
time to take care of it. ■ The fact that you’re late is not my 
problem. [=1 am not responsible for helping you deal with 
the problem of being late] 

2 [singular] a : difficulty in understanding something ■ I’m 
having a problem following your argument, b : a feeling of 
not liking or wanting to do something ■ “We’ll have to leave a 
little early.” “OK, I don’t have a problem with that.” [=that 
doesn’t bother me] • “He says he won’t go." “What’s his prob¬ 
lem ?” [=why is he being so unreasonable?] 

3 [count] : a mathematical question to be solved ■ a math 
problem 9 Solve these problems for homework. 

no problem also not a problem informal — used to say that 
you are happy to do something or that you are not both¬ 
ered by something ■ “Thanks for your help.” “Noproblem .” 
■ “I’m sorry for interrupting you.” “No problem .” ■ “Can 
you get this done by lunchtime?” “No problem .” ■ “I would 
like to pay with my credit card." “ Not a problem 
2 problem adj, always used before a noun : difficult to deal 
with ■ a problem child 

prob*lem*at*ic Apraibla'in^tik/ also prob«lem*at«l*cal 

/(Pra bln'mcCtiksl/ adj [more most ~] : difficult to under¬ 
stand, solve, or fix ■ a problematic [=puzzling] situation ■ 


Rules of grammar are more problematic for non-native 
speakers. 

problem-solving noun [noncount] : the process or act of 
finding a solution to a problem ■ Let’s do some problem¬ 
solving and see if we can’t figure out what to do. • mathemat¬ 
ical problem-solving 9 problem-solving skills 
pro bono /,prou'bounou/ adj , always used before a noun, 
law : involving or doing legal work for free ■ pro bono work ■ 
a pro bono case/lawyer 

— pro bono adv ■ The lawyer defended him pro bono. [=for 
free] 

pro*bos*CiS /pra'baisas/ noun, pi -bos*cis«es also -bos- 
ci-des /-'ba:s 3 ,di:z/ [count] 

1 biology : the long, thin nose of some animals (such as an el¬ 
ephant) 

2 biology : a long, thin tube that forms part of the mouth of 
some insects (such as a butterfly) 

3 humorous : a person’s nose especially when it is very long 
or big 

pro»ce«dure /pre'siicfea'/ noun, pi -dures 

1 : a series of actions that are done in a certain way or order 
: an established or accepted way of doing something [count] 
Installing a car battery is a simple procedure. 9 What is the 
procedure for applying for a loan? ■ New employees are 
taught the proper safety procedures, [noncount] We must 
follow proper court/legal/parliamentary procedure. 9 An 
identity check is standard police procedure. 

2 [count] : a medical treatment or operation ■ the procedure 
for treating a bum • surgical procedures 9 The procedure will 
take two hours. 

— pro-ce-dur-al /pra’siicfearel/ adj, always used before a 
noun, formal 9 procedural steps • Congress will vote on a 
procedural matter/bill. 

pro»ceed /prou‘si:d/ verb -ceeds; -ceed-ed; -ceed-ing 

T [no obj] a : to continue to do something • After the inter¬ 
ruption, she proceeded with her presentation. ■ “Before we 
proceed further, does anyone have any questions?” • We will 
proceed according to plan. ■ We may not be able to proceed 
as planned. • How should we proceed ? • After inspecting the 
house, the couple decided to proceed [=go ahead] with the 
sale. • When we’ve finished this part of the project, we can 
proceed [=go on] to the next step, b : to continue being 
done • The problems have been fixed and the work can now 
proceed. ■ The work is proceeding [=going] well. 

2 1 + obj] : to do something after you have done something 
else — often used to describe behavior that is surprising, an¬ 
noying, etc.; followed by to + verb 9 He said he didn’t have 
much time and then proceeded to spend the next half hour 
talking about his vacation. 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] formal 
: to go or move in a particular direction ■ All passengers 
must proceed to the baggage claim area. • The crowd pro¬ 
ceeded toward the exits. ■ The troops proceeded north along 
the river. 

proceed against [phrasal verb] proceed against (someone) 
law : to start a legal case against (someone) ■ They threat¬ 
ened to proceed against him. 

proceed from [phrasal verb] proceed from (something) for¬ 
mal : to come from (a source) ■ Strange noises proceeded 
from the house. 

pro*ceed*ing /prou'si:dig/ noun, pi -ings 

1 [count] law : the process of appearing before a court of law 
so a decision can be made about an argument or claim : a le¬ 
gal action • a court proceeding — usually plural • bankrupt¬ 
cy/divorce/criminal proceedings 9 The bank is undertaking 
legal proceedings against him. 

2 proceedings [plural] a : things that are said or done at a 
meeting, conference, ceremony, etc. ■ The secretary kept a 
record of the proceedings at/of the meeting. ■ She started the 
proceedings with a brief welcoming speech, b formal : an 
official record of the things said or done at a meeting, con¬ 
ference, etc. ■ The proceedings of the conference will be pub¬ 
lished. 

prO’CeedS /'prou,si:dz/ noun [plural] : the total amount of 
money or profit that is made ■ The proceeds of the concert 
will go to charity. • Half the proceeds will be donated to the 
church. ■ He took the proceeds from the sale of his business 
and invested in stocks. 

1 Process /‘praises, Brit 'pr 3 u,ses/ noun, pi -cess-es 
[count] 

1 : a series of actions that produce something or that lead to 
a particular result ■ costly manufacturing processes 9 How 
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does the election process work? • Learning a foreign lan¬ 
guage can be a long/slow/difficult process. • We’re remodel¬ 
ing our house. The whole process is expected to take a few 
months. ■ She figured out who he was by the process of elim¬ 
ination. [=by considering and rejecting each possible choice 
until only one was left] — see also due process 

2 : a series of changes that happen naturally ■ the process of 
growth ■ the aging process ■ Breathing and the circulation of 
blood are life processes. 

3 medical : something that sticks out of something else • a 
bony process on the foot 

in process : being worked on or done ■ The book is still in 
process. 

in the process 1 : while doing something • He scored the 
goal but was injured in the process. 2 ^ If you are in the 
process of doing something, you are doing something that 
takes a certain amount of time to do. ■ I am in the process of 
buying a new car/house. 

2 process verb -cesses; -cessed; -cess-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to change (something) from one form into another by 
preparing, handling, or treating it in a special way ■ Food is 
often processed before it is packaged and sold. ■ He brought 
the film to be processed. [=developed] ■ The sewage plant pro¬ 
cesses waste, b : to deal with (something, such as an official 
document or request) by using a particular method or sys¬ 
tem • Her job includes processing insurance claims. ■ Your 
application will be processed in 5 to 10 business days. 

2 : to take in and use (information) ■ Computers process 
data. ■ The brain processes the information that is taken in by 
our senses. ■ It took me a minute to process [= understand] 
what he was saying. 

— processing noun [noncount] ■ food processing ■ the pro¬ 
cessing of insurance claims ■ information processing — see 
also DATA PROCESSING, WORD PROCESSING 

pro-ces-sion /pra'sejan/ noun, pi -sions 

1 : an organized group or line of people or vehicles that 
move together slowly as part of a ceremony [count] a funer¬ 
al/wedding procession ■ There was a procession of children 
carrying candles, [noncount] The cars moved in procession 
to the cemetery. 

2 [count] : a number of people or things that come or hap¬ 
pen one after another : SERIES — + of m We have had a pro¬ 
cession of visitors today. ■ The new employee had a proces¬ 
sion of meetings to go to. 

1 pro-ces-sion-al /pra'sefanl/ adj, always used before a noun 
: of, relating to, or used for a procession ■ processional music 
2 processional noun, pi -als [count] 

1 : a piece of music that is played during a procession ■ a 
wedding processional 

2 : procession 1 ■ He led a slow processional into the 
church. 

pro-ces-sor /'prai.sesa 1 / noun, pi -sors [count] 

1 : a machine, company, etc., that treats, prepares, or han¬ 
dles something ■ a film processor ■ the largest seafood proces¬ 
sor in the country ■ a claims processor — see also food pro¬ 
cessor 

2 : cpu — see also microprocessor, word processor 
pro-choice /prou'tfois/ ad) : believing that pregnant wom¬ 
en should have the right to choose to have an abortion ■ pro- 
choice supporters/groups ■ The governor has taken a pro- 
choice position. = The governor is pro-choice. — compare 

PRO-LIFE 

pro-claim /prot^kleim/ verb -claims; -claimed; -claim¬ 
ing [+ obj ] 

1 : to say or state (something) in a public, official, or definite 
way : to declare or announce (something) ■ She proclaimed 
that she will run for governor. ■ The President proclaimed a 
national day of mourning. ■ He took command of the gov¬ 
ernment and proclaimed himself emperor. ■ The magazine 
proclaimed him to be the best player in baseball. ■ He pro¬ 
claimed his love for her in a poem. ■ She continues to pro¬ 
claim her innocence. [=to say that she is innocent] 

2 formal : to show (something) clearly ■ His behavior pro¬ 
claimed his good upbringing. 

proc-la-ma-tion Aprcrkto'meifan/ noun, pi -tions some¬ 
what formal 

1 : the act of saying something in a public, official, or defi¬ 
nite way : the act of proclaiming something [count] No one 
believed her proclamations of innocence. [=her statements 
that she was innocent] [noncount] the proclamation of mar¬ 
tial law 

2 [count] : an official statement or announcement made by a 


person in power or by a government ■ The President issued a 
proclamation which freed the slaves. 

pro-cliv-i-ty /prou'khvati/ noun, pi -ties [count] formal : a 
strong natural liking for something that is usually bad : a 
tendency to do something that is usually bad — usually sin¬ 
gular ■ Why do some people have a proclivity for violence? 
[=why are some people violent?] ■ She has a proclivity [=ten- 
dency] to assume the worst. ■ He shows no proclivity towards 
aggression. [=he is not aggressive] 
pro-cras-ti-nate /pra'kreesta^eit/ verb -nates; -nat-ed; 
-nat-ing [no obj] : to be slow or late about doing something 
that should be done : to delay doing something until a later 
time because you do not want to do it, because you are lazy, 
etc. ■ He procrastinated and missed the submission deadline. ■ 
He told her to stop procrastinating and get to work. 

— pro-cras-ti-na-tion /pra^rzesta'nei/an/ noun [noncount] 
■ She is not prone to procrastination. — pro-cras-ti-na-tor 
/prs'krzestaneitay noun, pi -tors [count] ■ Some people are 
procrastinators when it comes to paying their bills. 

pro-cre-ate /'proukri,eit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing [no 
obj] formal: to produce children or offspring : reproduce 
■ Animals have a natural instinct to procreate. 

— pro-cre-ation /^roukri'eijan/ noun [noncount] 
proc-tor /■prarkta^/ verb -tors; -tored; -tor-ing US : to 

watch students who are taking an examination [+ obj] Vol¬ 
unteers proctored [={Brit) invigilated] the exam, [no obj] 
Teachers volunteered to proctor. 

— proctor noun, pi -tors [count] ■ The proctor [={Brit) invigi¬ 
lator] will collect the exams when time is up. 

pro-cure /pra'kja*/ verb -cures; -cured; -cur-ing [+ obj] 
formal 

1 : to get (something) by some action or effort : obtain ■ 
She managed to procure a ticket to the concert. ■ The CIA 
believes the group is procuring weapons. ■ They still need to 
procure a marriage license. 

2 : to find or provide (a prostitute) for someone ■ He was 
charged with illegally procuring young women for wealthy 
clients. 

— pro-cur-able /pra'kj^rabal/ adj • easily procurable goods 
— pro-cure-ment /pra'kjarnant/ noun [noncount] ■ the 
procurement of materials and supplies ■ Birth certificates 
are needed for procurement of a marriage license. — pro- 
cur-er /prepare/ noun, pi -ers [count] ■ The company is 
the largest procurer of building materials in the area. 

1 prod /'prcr.d/ verb prods; prod-ded; prod-ding 

1 : to push someone or something with your finger or a 
pointed object: poke [+ obj] She prodded him in the ribs to 
get his attention, [no obj] — often + at ■ He prodded at the 
snake with a stick. 

2 [+ obj] : to persuade or try to persuade (someone) to do 
something ■ His parents kept prodding [= urging] him to go 
back to school. ■ She was prodded into joining the team. 

— prodding noun [noncount] ■ He didn’t need any prodding 
to try again. 

2 prod noun, pi prods [count] 

1 a : the act of pushing someone or something with your 
finger or a pointed object: poke ■ She gave him a sharp prod 
in the back, b : something (such as a long stick) that is used 
to prod an animal ■ He picked up a stick and used it as a prod 
to get the donkey moving. — see also cattle prod 

2 : something said or done to encourage or remind someone 
to do something ■ He needed a few prods to remember his 
lines. ■ She called me and gave me a prod about finishing the 
report. 

prod-i-gal /■praidigal/ adj, always used before a noun, for¬ 
mal : carelessly and foolishly spending money, time, etc. ■ a 
prodigal spender ■ a prodigal lifestyle 

prodigal son/daughter : a son/daughter who leaves his or 
her parents to do things that they do not approve of but 
then feels sorry and returns home — often used figurative¬ 
ly ■ He left the company several years ago, but now the 
prodigal son has returned. 

— prodigal noun, pi -gals [count] ■ The prodigal [-prodigal 
sonjdaughter] has returned. 

prO-di-giOUS /prs'dicfeas/ adj, formal 

1 : amazing or wonderful : very impressive ■ a prodigious 
achievement/effort/talent 

2 : very big ■ a prodigious amount 

— pro-di-gious-ly adv, formal • He is prodigiously talented/ 
wealthy. 

prod-i-gy /'prcudacfei/ noun, pi -gies [count] : a young per- 
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son who is unusually talented in some way ■ child prodigies ■ 
a chess/tennis/math prodigy 

1 pro»dUCe /pre'duis, Brit pra'dju.s/ verb -duc-es; -duced; 
-duc-lng 

1 [+ obj] a : to make (something) especially by using ma¬ 
chines ■ The factory produces [= manufactures J steel. ■ Thou¬ 
sands of cars are produced here each year. — see also mass- 
produce b : to make or create (something) by a natural 
process ■ The tree produces good fruit. ■ Honey is produced 
by bees. ■ twins produced from a single egg 

2 [+ obj] : to cause (something) to exist or happen : to cause 
(a particular result or effect) ■ The insect bite produced a 
rash. ■ His suggestion produced the desired results. 

3 [+ obj] : to be the source of (something or someone) : to be 
the place where (something or someone) comes from ■ The 
region produces large amounts of cotton and tobacco. ■ The 
college has produced some well-known scientists. 

4 : to be in charge of making and usually providing the mon¬ 
ey for (a play, movie, television show, record, etc.) [+ obj ] 
She is producing her first play/film. ■ He has produced many 
albums. ■ He produced and directed the movie, [no obj ] On 
most of her movies, she both produces and directs. 

5 [+ obj] a : to show (something): to cause (something) to 
appear or be seen ■ He produced his ID for the security 
guard. ■ He suddenly produced a gun and told the cashier to 
hand over all the money, b : to provide (something that is 
wanted or needed) ■ They could not produce evidence that 
proved he was at the scene of the crime. ■ He’ll be in trouble 
if he doesn’t produce the money he owes them. 

2 pro«dUCe /'prou,du:s, Brit 'pn^djuis/ noun [noncount] 
: fresh fruits and vegetables • fresh/local/organic produce 
pro'duoer /pre'duisas Brit pra'djuiso/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : someone who is in charge of making and usually provid¬ 
ing the money for a play, movie, record, etc. ■ a record pro¬ 
ducer ■ the producer of the play ■ He is the director and pro¬ 
ducer. 

2 : someone or something that grows or makes particular 
goods or products • wine producers ■ the nation’s grain pro¬ 
ducers ■ The country is the world’s leading oil producer. 

Prod»UCt /'pra:,dAkt/ noun, pi -ucts 

1 : something that is made or grown to be sold or used 
[count] dairy/software products ■ my favorite skin-care prod¬ 
ucts ■ The company’s newest product is selling well, [non¬ 
count] ( technical) The company needs to find a way to sell 
more product. — often used before another noun ■ product 
design/development — see also gross domestic prod¬ 
uct, GROSS NATIONAL PRODUCT 

2 [count] : something that is the result of a process ■ The sap 
used to make maple syrup is a natural product. ■ This book is 
the product of many years of hard work. ■ The flnlshed/end 
product was a beautiful vase. — see also by-product, 
WASTE PRODUCT 

3 [count] : someone or something that is produced or influ¬ 
enced by a particular environment or experience — + of ■ 
People are often products of their surroundings and upbring¬ 
ing. ■ Her politeness is a product of good parenting. • My 
grandfather was a.product o/his times. [=my grandfather was 
like other people who grew up with him] 

4 [count] mathematics : the number that is the result of mul¬ 
tiplying two or more numbers ■ 15 is the product of 3 and 5. 

production /pra'dAk/an/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] a : the process of making or growing some¬ 
thing for sale or use ■ agricultural/food/steel production ■ the 
production of grain/cars/nuclear weapons ■ Next year’s car 
models are already In production. = Next year’s car models 
have already gone into production. [=next year’s car models 
are already being made] ■ The airplane is out of production. = 
The airplane has gone out of production. [=the airplane is no 
longer being made] — often used before another noun ■ pro¬ 
duction costs/problems ■ the production process/schedule 
— see also mass production b : the process of making 
something naturally ■ the body’s production of red blood 
cells c : the process of making a play, movie, television 
show, record, etc. ■ 1 took a course in film/video production. ■ 
He has a job in television production. ■ The sequel to the 
movie is in production. [=is being made] 

2 [count]: a show (such as a play or movie) that is presented 
to the public ■ We saw a stage production of the novel. ■ The 
director wants her in his next production. 

3 [count] : the amount of something that is made or grown 
for sale or use ■ the annual production of coal/steel/food ■ a 
rise/fall in oil production • Production levels are low/high. 


4 [singular] informal : something that is very difficult or 
complicated ■ It can be a major production to get the kids 
ready for school in the morning. ■ Getting home turned out 
to be a real production because of all the delays at the air¬ 
port. ■ The picnic was quite a production. There were clowns, 
music, and fireworks. 

production iine noun, pi - lines [count] : a line of ma¬ 
chines, equipment, workers, etc., in a factory that builds a 
product by passing work from one station to the next until 
the product is finished ■ He works on the production line at 
the local factory. — called also assembly line, line 
pro*dUC«tive /pra'dAktiv/ adi [more most —] 

1 : doing or achieving a lot: working hard and getting good 
results ■ a productive meeting ■ I had a very productive day. ■ I 
am most productive in the morning. ■ a highly productive 
[= successful] sales team ■ Some staff members are more pro¬ 
ductive than others. 

2 always used before a noun : producing or able to produce 
something especially in large amounts ■ productive fishing 
waters ■ productive farmland 

3 formal : causing or resulting in something — + of ■ Your 
efforts have been productive of many benefits. [=have pro¬ 
duced many benefits] 

— pro-duc-tive-ly adv • The farmers learned to use their 
land more productively. ■ The team worked productively. 
pro«dUC*tiV'i"ty Aproudak’tivsti/ noun [noncount] : the 
rate at which goods are produced or work is completed • The 
country has low/high agricultural productivity. ■ The compa¬ 
ny is looking for ways to improve worker productivity. ■ 
There has been an increase in productivity. 
prof /'prcy.f/ noun, pi profs [count] informal: professor ■ a 
Harvard prof 

Prof. abbr professor ■ Prof. Smith 
1 pro-fane /prouTem/ adj [more —; most —] formal 

1 : having or showing disrespect for religious things ■ pro¬ 
fane language 

2 : relating to ordinary life : not religious or spiritual : sec¬ 
ular ■ sacred and profane customs 

2 profane verb -fanes; -faned; -fan-lng [+ obj]formal + liter¬ 
ary : to treat (a holy place or object) with great disrespect * 
Vandals profaned [^desecrated) the temple. 
pro«fan*i*ty /prou'feensti/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : offensive language ■ The comic uses too much 
profanity. ■ My mom will not tolerate profanity. 

2 [count] : an offensive word ■ I have never heard my father 
utter a single profanity. — usually plural ■ The song is filled 
with profanities. 

pro-fess /pre'fes/ verb -fess-es; -fessed; -fess-lng [+ 

obj] formal 

1 : to say or declare (something) openly ■ He professes confi¬ 
dence in his friend. ■ They profess loyalty to the king. ■ He 
professes himself (to be) unsatisfied with their decision. 

2 : to say that you are, do, or feel something when other 
people doubt what you say : claim — followed by to + verb ■ 
They professed to be our friends. ■ She professed to know 
nothing about the missing money. ■ She professed to be 
pleased with the outcome, but we knew the truth. 

3 old-fashioned: to believe in (a particular religion) ■ He pro¬ 
fesses Judaism/Catholicism/Islam. 

processed /pra*fest/ adj, always before a noun, formal 
: openly said or declared ■ He is a professed enemy of the 
king. ■ a professed Jew/Catholic/Muslim — often used to 
suggest that what someone says is not true or should be 
doubted ■ His professed reason for resigning was to spend 
time with his family, but we heard rumors that he was 
caught stealing. — see also self-professed 
pro-fes-slon /pro'fc Jan/ noun,pi -slons 

1 [count] : a type of job that requires special education, 
training, or skill ■ The doctor talked to students who are 
thinking about entering/joining the profession. • the legal 
profession ■ Most professions in the medical field require 
years of training. ■ He is a carpenter by profession. = His pro¬ 
fession is carpentry. ■ ( humorous ) She works in the (world’s) 
oldest profession. [=she is a prostitute] 

2 [singular]: the people who work in a particular profession 
■ Their daughter recently became a member of the medical 
profession. ■ The teaching profession opposes the new law. = 
(Brit) The teaching profession oppose the new law. 

3 [count] formal : the act of declaring or saying something 
openly — often + of m She made a profession of religious faith. 

^ro.fes-sion.al /pre'fejanl/ adj 

1 always used before a noun a : relating to a job that re- 




1291 


professional • profit sharing 


quires special education, training, or skill ■ Do you have any 
professional experience? ■ professional people/photogra- 
phers/electricians/soldiers • a professional career b : done 
or given by a person who works in a particular profession ■ 
professional services ■ You need professional help. ■ You 
should seek professional advice. 

2 always used before a noun a : paid to participate in a 
sport or activity ■ professional athletes/golfers ■ a professional 
poker player • a golfer who recently turned professional b 
: done by people who are paid to play or compete ■ profes¬ 
sional sports/football/poker 

3 [more most ~] : having or showing the skill, good judg¬ 
ment, and polite behavior that is expected from a person 
who is trained to do a job well • He deals with the customers 
in a very professional way. = He is very professional in deal¬ 
ing with the customers. • I was impressed by the calm and 
professional way she handled the crisis. ■ The presentation 
was very professional. 

professional noun, pi -aIs [count] 

1 : someone who does a job that requires special training, 
education, or skill : someone who is a member of a profes¬ 
sion ■ medical/legal professionals ■ The bathtub was installed 
by a professional. 

2 : someone who is paid to participate in a sport or activity • 
The tournament is open to both amateurs and professionals. 
■ a golfer who recently became a professional • a golf/tennis 
professional [=a skillful golf/tennis player whose job is to 
teach other people how to play] — compare amateur 

3 : someone who has a lot of experience or skill in a particu¬ 
lar job or activity ■ She handled the situation like a profes¬ 
sional. 

professional foul noun, pi ~ fouls [count] Brit, soccer : a 
foul that is made on purpose especially to prevent the other 
team from scoring a goal 

prO*feS*Sion*al*ism /pre'fE/anadizam/ noun [noncount] 
: the skill, good judgment, and polite behavior that is expect¬ 
ed from a person who is trained to do a job well ■ A high level 
of professionalism is expected when working with clients. • 
She is highly respected for her professionalism. 
pro-fes-sion-al-ize (US) also Brit pro-fes-sion-al-ise 
/pra'fe/ana^aiz/ verb -iz»es; -ized; -iz*ing [+ obj] formal 
: to make (an activity) into a job that requires special educa¬ 
tion, training, or skill ■ The country is professionalizing the 
military. — often used as (be) professionalized • Childcare 
has been professionalized. 

— pro-fes*sion-ai-i-za-tion ( US ) also Brit pro-fes-sion- 
al-i-sa-tion /pra^cjanata'zeij'an, Brit pra,fcJ 3 n 3 ,lai‘zei- 
Jan/ noun [noncount] ■ the professionalization of sports 

prO-feS-Sion*aMy /pre'fcjanali/ adv 

1 : in a way that relates to someone’s profession ■ Profession¬ 
ally, she is very successful, but her personal life is unhappy. 

2 : by someone who has the special education, training, or 
skill that is required to do a particular job • The bathtub was 
professionally installed. [=was installed by a professional] ■ a 
professionally trained staff 

3 : as a paid job ■ He plays soccer professionally. 

4 : in a way that shows the skill, good judgment, and polite 
behavior that is expected from a person who is trained to do 
a job well ■ The problem was dealt with very professionally. 

PrO»feS«SOr /pra’fcsa 1 / noun, pi -sors [count] : a teacher es¬ 
pecially of the highest rank at a college or university ■ a 
chemistry/history professor = a professor of chemistry/histo¬ 
ry ■ Professor Williams will be teaching the class. 

— pro*fes*so*ri*al Aproufa'sorijal/ adj • professorial duties/ 
appointments ■ He had a professorial look to him. = He 
looked professorial. [=he looked like a professor] 

pro*fes*SOr*ship /pra'fcs&d'ip/ noun, pi -ships [count] 

: the job or duties of a professor ■ He accepted a professor¬ 
ship of poetry at the university. 
prof*fer /‘pra:f»/ verb -fers; -fered; -fer-ing [+ obj] formal 
: to offer or give (something) to someone ■ He proffered ad¬ 
vice on how best to proceed. ■ Many explanations were prof¬ 
fered. • the proffered testimony/evidence 
proficient /pra’fi/ant/ adj [more most ~] : good at do¬ 
ing something : skillful ■ a proficient reader ■ He has be¬ 
come very proficient at computer programming. • She is pro¬ 
ficient in two foreign languages. 

— pro-fi-cien-cy /pra’fijansi/ noun [noncount] • a test in 
reading proficiency = a reading proficiency test [=a test to 
see how well you can read] ■ He shows a high level of profi¬ 
ciency in Spanish. 

1 pro-file /‘prou,faj 3 l/ noun, pi -files 


1 a : the shape of a head or face that is 
seen or drawn from the side [count] His 
profile is very unusual. ■ An image of the 
President’s profile appears on the coin. 

[noncount] The drawing showed her head 
in profile. [=the drawing showed the shape 
of her head as it is seen from the side] b 
[count] : the shape of something that is 
seen against a background — usually sin¬ 
gular • The artist painted the profile of a profile 
boat against the setting sun. 

2 [count] : a brief written description that provides informa¬ 
tion about someone or something ■ I read a profile of her in a 
magazine. ■ patient profiles • profiles of American colleges 
high/low profile — used to describe the amount of atten¬ 
tion that someone or something is given ■ The actor’s high 
profile helped promote the movie. • The company has kept 
a high profile in the computer industry. ■ I don’t really like 
attention, so I try to keep/maintain a low profile around 
here. [=1 try to avoid doing things that will cause people to 
notice me] 

2 profile verb -files; -filed; -fil-ing [+ obj ] : to give a brief de¬ 
scription that provides information about (someone or 
something) • The mayor was profiled in the magazine last 
month. 

profiling noun [noncount] 

1 : the act or process of learning information about some¬ 
one based on what is already known ■ consumer profiling 

2 : the act or practice of regarding particular people as more 
likely to commit crimes because of their appearance, race, 
etc. ■ racial profiling 

1 Profit /‘praifat/ noun, pi -its 

1 : money that is made in a business, through investing, etc., 
after all the costs and expenses are paid : a financial gain 
[count] The company made/tumed a profit this year. ■ Profits 
are up/down from last year. ■ There was a rise/fall/increase/ 
decrease in profits this year. ■ The profits from CD sales were 
donated to charity. • We sold the house at a profit. [=we made 
a profit when we sold our house] [noncount] The organiza¬ 
tion is not run for profit. ■ The film made $1,000,000 in profit. 

— opposite loss 

2 [noncount] formal : the advantage or benefit that is gained 
from doing something ■ The book can be read with profit by 
anyone who wants to understand how the system works. 

2 profit verb -its; -it*ed; -it-ing 

1 a [no obj] : to get an advantage or benefit from something 

— often + by or from • He profited by his experience/mistake. 
[=he learned something useful from his experience/mistake] 
• Everyone can profit from reading this book, b [+ obj] : to 
be an advantage to (someone) : to help (someone) ■ It would 
profit him to take some computer classes. 

2 [no obj] : to earn or get money by or from something ■ The 
company has profited by selling its products online. • He prof¬ 
ited greatly from his investments. ■ The island profits from 
tourism. 

prof-it-able /'praifatabal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : making money • a profitable business • The movie was 
very profitable. 

2 : producing good or helpful results or effects ■ a profitable 
[= beneficial] experience ■ The agreement was profitable [ad¬ 
vantageous] for everyone. 

— prof-it*abil«i«ty /,pra:f 3 t 3 'bil 3 ti/ noun [noncount] • trying 
to improve the company's profitability [=to make the com¬ 
pany more profitable] — proHt*ably /'praifatabli/ adv ■ 
He invested his money profitably. • Computers can be prof¬ 
itably used in schools. 

prof-i-teer-ing ^praifa'tini]/ noun [noncount] disapproving 
: the act of making money by selling things at very high pric¬ 
es at a time when they are hard to get ■ The company was ac¬ 
cused of profiteering during the crisis. 

— profiteer /.praifs'tia*/ noun, pi -teers [count] 
pro*fit*er*Ole /pr3'fit3,roul/ noun, pi -oles [count] Brit 

: CREAM PUFF 1 

prof-it-less /'praifstlss/ adj : not making a profit or pro¬ 
ducing a useful result ■ a profitless company ■ a profitless ar¬ 
gument 

profit margin noun, pi ~ -gins [count] : the difference be¬ 
tween the cost of buying or making something and the price 
at which it is sold ■ The company has one of the highest/low¬ 
est profit margins in the industry, 
profit Sharing noun [noncount] : a system in which em¬ 
ployees receive a part of the company’s profits 
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prof-li-gate /'prc^fligat/a<# [ more most ~] formal : care- 

lessly and foolishly wasting money, materials, etc. : very 
wasteful ■ She was very profligate in her spending. ■ profligate 
energy use 

— profligate noun, pi -gates [count] - prof-li-ga-cy 

/'praifligasi/ noun [ noncount ] 

pro fonma /prou'foa'ma/ adj : done or existing as some¬ 
thing that is usual or required but that has little true mean¬ 
ing or importance ■ The meeting was strictly proforma, since 
the decision had already been made, 
pro forma invoice noun, pi ~ -voices [count] business 
: a document that is provided before or with a shipment of 
goods and that describes the items shipped or the terms of 
the sale 

profound /pra'faund/ adj [more most ~] 

1 a : having or showing great knowledge or understanding • 
a profound thinker ■ His knowledge of history is profound. ■ 
Her books offer profound insights into the true nature of 
courage, b : difficult to understand : requiring deep 
thought or wisdom ■ the profound mysteries of outer space ■ 
profound questions 

2 a : very strongly felt ■ profound sorrow ■ a profound sense 
of loss b : very great ■ Computer technology has made pro¬ 
found [=mqjor, significant] changes in our lives. ■ His paint¬ 
ings have had a profound effect/impact/influence on her 
own work. 

3 somewhat formal : absolute or complete ■ a profound si¬ 
lence/sleep/deafness 

— pro-found-ly adv ■ She was influenced profoundly by his 
art. ■ The discovery \s profoundly important. ■ Their beliefs 
are profoundly different. ■ profoundly deaf people 

pro-fun-di-ty /pra’fAndati/ noun, pi -ties formal 

1 [noncount] : the quality being profound: such as a : the 
quality of showing great knowledge or understanding ■ the 
profundity of his thoughts/insights ■ Her books are a mixture 
of playfulness and profundity, b : the quality of being very 
strongly felt ■ the depth and profundity of her feelings 

2 [count]: a statement that shows great knowledge or under¬ 
standing — usually plural ■ philosophical profundities 

profuse /pre’fju:s/ adj [more most ~]: given, produced, 
or existing in large amounts * He offered profuse apologies 
for being late. ■ They were profuse in their thanks. ■ profuse 
bleeding/sweating 

— pro-fuse-ly adv ■ He apologized profusely. ■ She was 
bleeding profusely when she was brought to the hospital. 

pro*f U-sion /pra'Qu^an/ noun, formal: a large amount of 
something [singular] — often + of • a profusion of flowers/ 
colors [noncount] The flowers grow in profusion. 
pro*gen*i*tor /prou’cfeenata'/ noun, pi -tors [count] 

1 formal a : someone who first thinks of or does something 
: a person who begins something ■ the progenitors of modem 
art b : something that is a model for something else : some¬ 
thing that begins the development of something else ■ a me¬ 
chanical progenitor [= precursor ] of the modem computer 

2 biology : a person or animal in the past that is related to a 
person or animal living now : ANCESTOR ■ wild cats that 
were the progenitors of the house cat 

prog-e-ny /’praicfeani/ noun, pi progeny [count] 

1 a : a person who comes from a particular parent or family 
: the child or descendant of someone ■ Many Americans are 
the progeny of immigrants, b : the young of an animal or 
plant ■ The small plants are the progeny of an oak tree. 

2 : something that is the product of something else ■ Their 
work is the progeny of many earlier studies. 

pro-ges-ter-one /prou’cfeesta^oun/ noun [noncount] med¬ 
ical : a substance (called a hormone) that occurs naturally in 
women and female animals "v” Progesterone prepares the 
body for having a baby. 

prog-no-sis /prag'nousas/ noun, pi -no-ses /-'nou,si:z/ 
[count] 

1 : a doctor’s opinion about how someone will recover from 
an illness or injury ■ Right now, doctors say his prognosis is/ 
isn’t good. — compare diagnosis 

2 : a judgment about what is going to happen in the future ■ 
The president had a hopeful prognosis about the company’s 
future. 

prog-noS*tlC /prag'naistik/ adj, always used before a noun, 
formal : relating to or used for making a judgment about 
what is going to happen in the future • prognostic informa¬ 
tion/factors/signs ■ a prognostic weather chart 
prog-nos*ti-ca-tion /prag^aista'kei/an/ noun, pi -tions 
[count] formal : a statement about what is going to happen in 


the future ■ His prognostications [=predictions] are usually 
right. 

— prog-nos-ti-ca-tor /prag'naista'keitay noun, pi -tors 
[count] formal ■ Political prognosticators believe she will 
lose the election. 

1 pro-gram (US) or Brit pro-gramme /'proi^grsem/ noun, pi 
-grams [count] 

1 : a plan of things that are done in order to achieve a specif¬ 
ic result ■ government programs ■ a program of regular dental 
checkups ■ a workout program 

2 : a set of instructions that tell a computer what to do ■ a 
sorting program ■ He writes computer programs, -v- In this 
sense, the spelling program is used in both U.S. and British 
English. 

3 : a thin book or a piece of paper that gives information 
about a concert, play, sports game, etc. ■ a theater program 

4 : something that is broadcast on television or radio ■ a 
news program [=show] • the morning program 

5 US : a group of classes that lead to a degree : a course of 
study ■ The university has a great graduate program. ■ I en¬ 
rolled in the teaching program. 

get with the program informal: to start doing what others 
need or want you to do : to become involved and active in 
a useful and effective way ■ His boss told him that he’d bet¬ 
ter get with the program if he wants to keep his job. 
2 program (US) or Brit programme verb -grams; 
-grammed or -gramed; -gram.ming or -gram.ing 

1 a : to give (a computer) a set of instructions to perform a 
particular action : to create a program for (a computer) [+ 
obj] He programmed the computer to calculate his monthly 
expenses and earnings. — often used as (be) programmed ■ 
The computer is programmed to create monthly sales re¬ 
ports. [no obj] She is learning how to program in school. *y* 
In this sense, the spelling program is used in both U.S. and 
British English, b [+ obj] : to give (a machine) a set of in¬ 
structions to perform a particular action ■ Can you help me 
program my cell phone? ■ program a VCR 

2 [+ obj] : to make (a person or animal) behave or think in a 
particular way — often used as (be) programmed • Some 
people are programmed to be violent. [=some people have a 
natural or acquired tendency to be violent] ■ instinctive be¬ 
haviors that are genetically programmed in animals 

— pro-gram-ma-ble /*prou,gr£em 3 b 3 l/ adj ■ a programma¬ 
ble calculator 

pro-gram-ma-tic /(Prougra'mastik/ adj, formal : of, relat¬ 
ing to, resembling, or having a program ■ programmatic 
changes/reforms 

pro-gram-mer /'proi^grasm zd noun, pi -mers [count] : a 
person who creates computer programs 
pro-gram-ming /'prou,gr£emii]/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the act or job of creating computer programs 

2 : a schedule of television or radio broadcasts ■ television/ 
radio programming ■ The news conference interrupted regu¬ 
lar television programming. 

1 proq-reSS /'praigras, Biit 'pr 9 u,gres/ noun [noncount] 

1 : movement forward or toward a place ■ the rapid progress 
of the ship ■ He made slow progress down the steep cliff. 

2 : the process of improving or developing something over a 
period of time ■ the progress of science ■ The project showed 
slow but steady progress. • She offered a progress report. [=a 
report about how much work has been done on something] ■ 
We’re not finished yet, but we’re making progress. [=we are 
moving forward in our work; our work is proceeding/pro¬ 
gressing] 

in progress : happening or being done ■ Several projects are 
now in progress. • The filming is already in progress. 

2 pro-qresS /pre'gres/ verb -gress-es; -gressed; -gross¬ 
ing [no obj] 

1 : to move forward in time ■ It became colder as the day 
progressed, [-went on] 

2 : to improve or develop over a period of time ■ The project 
has been progressing slowly. ■ The work is progressing and 
should be completed soon. 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition, formal : to 
move forward or toward a place ■ The caravan progressed 
slowly across the desert. 

pro*gres*Sion /pra'grejan/ noun, pi -sions [count] 

1 : the process of developing over a period of time ■ Doctors 
were surprised by the rapid progression of the disease. ■ the 
natural progression of his musical talent 

2 : a continuous and connected series of actions, events, etc. 
: sequence ■ a progression of activities 
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1 pro-gres-sive /pre'gresiv/ adi 

1 : moving forward ■ the progressive movements of the hands 
of a clock 

2 : happening or developing gradually over a period of time ■ 
a progressive disease 

3 [more most ~] : using or interested in new or modern 
ideas especially in politics and education ■ a progressive com¬ 
munity/school ■ a progressive candidate 

4 grammar : of or relating to the progressive tense of a verb ■ 
a progressive verb form 

— pro-gres-sive-ly adv ■ The situation grew progressively 
worse. 

progressive noun, pi -sives 

1 [count] : a person who favors new or modern ideas espe¬ 
cially in politics and education ■ social progressives 

2 the progressive grammar : progressive tense ■ 
“ Believe ’’ is never used in the progressive. 

progressive tense noun, pi ~ tenses [count] grammar 
: a verb tense that is used to refer to an action or a state that 
is continuing to happen A progressive verb form in En¬ 
glish consists of a form of the verb “be” followed by the main 
verb’s present participle. 

pro-hib-it /prou'hibat/ verb -its; -it-ed; -it-ing [+ obf] 

1 a : to order (someone) not to use or do something — + 
from • The town prohibited teenagers from being in the 
streets after 10 p.m. b : to say that (something) is not al¬ 
lowed ■ The rules prohibit dating a coworker. ■ The town pro¬ 
hibits [=forbids] parking on that street. — often used as (be) 
prohibited ■ Flash photography is prohibited inside the muse¬ 
um. ■ Alcohol is prohibited in the park. 

2 : to make (something) impossible to do ■ The prison’s elec¬ 
tric fence prohibits escape. 

pro-hi-bi-tion ^prowa'bi/an/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : the act of not allowing something to be used 
or done • the city’s prohibition of smoking in restaurants 

2 [count] : a law or order that stops something from being 
used or done • a prohibition against parking on the street 

3 Prohibition [noncount] : the period of time from 1920 to 
1933 in the U.S. when it was illegal to make or sell alcohol 

prO*hi*bi*tion*iSt Aprowa'bijamst/ noun, pi -ists [count] 
: someone who supported the laws that made the production 
and sale of alcohol illegal in the U.S. during Prohibition 
prO*hib*i*tive /prou'hibativ/ adj 

1 [more most —] : so high that people are prevented from 
using or buying something ■ the prohibitive cost of rent • The 
price was prohibitive. [=too high] 

2 US : almost certain to perform, win, etc., in the expected 
way ■ She is the prohibitive favorite to win the nomination. 
[=she is almost certain to win the nomination] 

3 formal : stopping people from using or doing something ■ a 
prohibitive ruling • prohibitive legislation 

— pro-hib-btive-ly adv • The price was prohibitively high. 

1 project /'pra:,cfeekt/ noun, pi -ects [count] 

1 : a planned piece of work that has a specific purpose (such 
as to find information or to make something new) and that 
usually requires a lot of time ■ an ambitious project ■ a re¬ 
search/construction project ■ The repair turned out to be 
quite a project. [=it took a lot of time and effort to do] 

2 : a task or problem in school that requires careful work 
over a long period of time • a science project 

3 US : housing project — usually plural ■ They grew up 
in the projects. 

2 pro»ieCt /pra'chekt/ verb -jects; -ject-ed; -ject-ing 

1 [+ obf] : to plan, calculate, or estimate (something) for a 
time in the future ■ He projected next year’s costs as being 
slightly higher than this year’s. ■ It’s difficult to project fund¬ 
ing needs so far into the future. — often used as (be) project¬ 
ed • The new building is projected to be finished in the fall. • 
The actual cost was much higher than the projected cost. ■ 
What is the projected [=expected] date of completion? 

2 [+ obj] : to cause (light, a picture, a movie, etc.) to appear 
on a surface — often + on or onto ■ The machine projects 
motion pictures on/onto a screen. 

3 [+ obj] : to have or show (a particular quality, image, etc., 
that can be seen by other people) ■ He projects strength. • an 
athlete who projects a positive image to young people ■ We 
need an actor who projects a tough-guy image. * He tried to 
project himself as a strong leader. [=to act in a way that 
would make people see him as a strong leader] 

4 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
stick out beyond an edge or surface ■ Two balconies project¬ 
ed [= extended] out over the seats below. 


5 [+ obj] : to send or throw (something) forward, upward, or 
outward ■ The fountain projects a slender column of water 
high into the air. ■ You need to project your voice better if 
you want to be an actor. [=you need to speak louder and 
more clearly if you want to be an actor] — often used figura¬ 
tively ■ The success of his first movie suddenly projected 
[=threw] him into an unfamiliar world of wealth and fame. 
project onto [phrasal verb] project (something) onto (some¬ 
one) : to believe or imagine that (your ideas, feelings, etc.) 
are shared by (another person) • She projected her fears 
onto him. [=she thought that he had the same fears she 
had] 

pro-jeotile /pra'cfeektajal/ noun.pl -tiles [count] formal 

1 : something (such as a bullet or rocket) that is shot from a 
weapon ■ The cannon fires a ten-pound projectile , 

2 : something (such as a rock) that is thrown as a weapon ■ 
Someone threw a projectile at her car. 

prO’jeotion /pra'cfeekjan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : an estimate of what might happen in the future 
based on what is happening now ■ He gave a projection of fu¬ 
ture expenses. 

2 [count] : something that sticks out from a surface ■ projec¬ 
tions on the rock wall 

3 [noncount] : the act or process of causing a picture, movie, 
etc., to appear on a surface ■ movie projection • projection 
equipment 

4 [count] technical : a type of map or drawing which shows 
all the parts of something that is curved or solid (such as the 
earth) on a flat surface ■ a projection map 

5 [noncount] : the act of speaking, singing, or producing 
sounds in a way that can be heard over a great distance ■ You 
need to work on voice/vocal projection. ■ sound projection 

6 [noncount] psychology : the act of imagining that someone 
else has the same ideas, feelings, etc., that you have ■ An ex¬ 
ample of projection is when someone thinks that everyone 
hates them because they hate themselves. 

7 [count] : something that is imagined or created from your 
ideas, thoughts, feelings, etc. — often + of • The image that 
we have of strangers is often just a projection of our own 
fears and desires. 

pro*jeC"tion-ist /pra'cfeekjamst/ noun, pi -ists [count] : a 
person who operates a machine (called a projector) that 
shows movies on a screen in a theater ■ a movie projectionist 
pro-jec-tor /prs'cfeektay noun, pi -tors [count] : a machine 
that projects a movie or picture onto a screen ■ a movie/slide 
projector — see also overhead projector 
pro-lapse /prou'laeps/ noun [noncount] medical : a condi¬ 
tion in which an organ in your body moves down below its 
normal position ■ prolapse of the uterus 
prole /'proul/ noun, pi proles [count] Brit, old-fashioned + 
impolite : a person who has low social status : a member of 
the working class : proletarian 
pro-le-tar-i-an Aproula'terijan/ noun, pi -ans [count] : a 
person who has low social status : a member of the working 
class 

— proletarian adj ■ He was proud of his proletarian origins. 
• a proletarian novel [=a novel about working-class people] 

pro-le-tar-i-at Aproula'terijat/ noun 
the proletariat : the lowest social or economic class of a 
community; especially : the working class • a member of 
the proletariat 

pro-life /prou'laif/ adj ■ opposed to abortion ■ the pro-life 
movement ■ The governor has taken a pro-life position. = 
The governor is pro-life. — compare PRO-CHOICE 

— pro—lifer noun, pi -lifers [count] 

pro-lif-er-ate /pra'hfa^eit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing [no 
obj] : to increase in number or amount quickly ■ New prob¬ 
lems have proliferated in recent months. [=many new prob¬ 
lems have occurred in recent months] 

- pro*lif-er*a*tion /prajifa'reijan/ noun [noncount] can¬ 
cer cell proliferation • trying to halt (the) proliferation of 
nuclear weapons [singular] There has been a recent prolif¬ 
eration of medical advertising on TV. 

pro-lif-ic /pra'lifik/ adj [more most ~] : producing a large 
amount of something ■ a prolific author [=an author who 
writes many books] ■ a prolific inventor ■ She’s a prolific scor¬ 
er. [=she scores many points/goals] ■ a very prolific orchard 
[=an orchard that produces a veiy large amount of fruit] ■ 
The tree is a prolific bloomer. [=the tree produces many 
flowers] 

- pro-lif-i-caMy /pre'lifikli/ adv 

pro-lix /prou'liks/ adj [more most ~] formal + disapprov- 
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ing : using too many words : verbose ■ The speech was un¬ 
necessarily prolix. ■ a somewhat prolix writer 
pro-logue /'prou,la:g/ noun, pi -logues [count] : an intro¬ 
duction to a book, play, etc. ■ a brief, one-page prologue ■ the 
prologue to his autobiography — often used figuratively ■ 
events that were a prologue to war [=events that came before 
and led to war] — compare epilogue 
pro-long /pra'Iarij/ verb -longs; -longed; -long-ing [+ 
obj]: to make (something) last or continue for a longer time 
■ Chemotherapy helped to prolong [= extend] her life. ■ Addi¬ 
tives are used to prolong the shelf life of packaged food. ■ 
High interest rates were prolonging the recession. 

- pro-lon-ga-tion /proudaiij'geiJ'an/ noun, pi -tions 
[count, noncount] ■ a prolongation of life/suffering 

prolonged adj, always used before a noun [more most ~] 

: lasting longer than usual or expected : continuing for a 
long time ■ a prolonged absence ■ a prolonged period of un¬ 
certainty ■ prolonged applause/discussions ■ a prolonged ill¬ 
ness • a prolonged period of rain 
prom /'pra:m/ noun, pi proms [count] 

1 US : a formal dance for high school students usually at the 
end of the school year ■ the junior/senior prom • the high 
school prom • Are you going to the prom ? — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ the prom queen ■ prom night 

2 Brit, informal : promenade concert 
1 prom-e-nade Apraima'neid, ^rcuma^naid/ noun, pi 

-nades [count] 

1 Brit, somewhat old-fashioned : a public place for walking 
especially along a beach 

2 old-fashioned : a walk taken in a public place for pleasure ■ 
They went for a promenade around town. 

2 promenade verb -ades; -ad-ed; -ad-ing [no obj] old- 
fashioned : to walk in a public place for pleasure ■ They 
promenaded along the beach. 

promenade concert noun, pi ~ -certs [count] Brit : a 
musical concert during which many people who are listening 
stand instead of sit 

prom-i-nence /'prcumanans/ noun : the state of being im¬ 
portant, well-known, or noticeable : the state of being prom¬ 
inent [noncount] She is a scholar of considerable promi¬ 
nence. [= distinction ] ■ He quickly gained prominence 
[=became well-known] in medical circles. - The company 
rose to prominence in the 1990s. [singular] The publicity has 
given him a prominence he doesn’t deserve, 
prom-i-nent /'prcumanant/ adi [more most ~] 

1 : important and well-known ■ socially/politically promi¬ 
nent families ■ The new policy is opposed by prominent 
[= leading ] members of the faculty. ■ He quickly became 
prominent in the music industry. 

2 a : easily noticed or seen ■ He placed the award in & prom¬ 
inent position on his desk. ■ the disease’s prominent symp¬ 
toms b : sticking out in a way that is easily seen or noticed ■ 
He has a prominent nose/chin. ■ prominent cheekbones ■ the 
most prominent peak in the mountain range 

- prom-i-nent-ly adv ■ He figured prominently in the 
band’s history. [=he had an important part in the band’s 
history] ■ The award is prominently positioned where ev¬ 
eryone can see it. 

pro-mis-CU-OUS /pra'miskjawas/ adj [more most ~] dis¬ 
approving 

1 : having or involving many sexual partners ■ a promiscuous 
man/woman ■ promiscuous behavior ■ promiscuous sex 

2 formal : including or involving too many people or things 
: not limited in a careful or proper way • He was promiscu¬ 
ous with his apologies. [=he apologized often for many dif¬ 
ferent reasons] ■ a promiscuous selection of poems 

- pro-mis-cu-i-ty /^praima'skjuiwati/ noun [noncount] • 
sexual promiscuity — pro-mls-cu-ous-ly adv 

1 promise /'praimgs/ noun, pi -is-es 

1 [count]: a statement telling someone that you will definite¬ 
ly do something or that something will definitely happen in 
the future ■ I’ll be here early tomorrow, and that’s a promise. 
[=1 promise that I’ll be here early tomorrow] ■ Do I have your 
promise that you’ll support me? [=do you promise to support 
me?) ■ She gave me her promise. • I don’t believe his promise 
of further tax cuts. = I don’t believe his promise to cut taxes 
further. ■ He made a promise to help her. = He made a prom¬ 
ise that he would help her. [=he promised to help her] ■ He 
kept/tulfllled his promise. [=he did what he said he would do] 
« He broke his promise. = He went back on his promise. [=he 
didn't do what he said he would do] ■ She never made a 
promise that she didn’t intend to keep. 


2 [noncount] : an indication of future success or improve¬ 
ment ■ a young artist who shows (a lot of) prQmlse [=who 
seems talented and likely to do good work in the future] ■ 
Her early novels were full of promise. [=were very promis¬ 
ing] ■ The new drug holds/has promise. [=the new drug 
could be effective or successful] 

3 : a reason to expect that something will happen in the fu¬ 
ture — + of [noncount] There is little promise of relief in the 
forecast. ■ They were attracted by the promise of success. 
[singular] a sunny morning that gives every promise of a fine 
day ■ There is a promise of better days ahead. 

a lick and a promise see 2 lick 
2 promise verb -ises; -ised; -is-ing 

1 : to tell someone that you will definitely do something or 
that something will definitely happen in the future [+ obj] 
He promised to buy his son a new bicycle. = He promised his 
son a new bicycle. = He promised a new bicycle to his son. ■ 
Promise me that you won’t tell anyone. ■ I can’t promise you 
that I’ll be able to go, but I’ll do my best. ■ The governor 
promised that the prisoners would receive a fair trial. ■ She 
promised to announce the results tomorrow. • International 
organizations have promised aid. * I promise to be careful. 
[no obj] You always promise , but you never do what you say 
you will. ■ “I won’t tell anyone.” “ Promise ?” “Yes, I promise .” 

2 [+ obj] somewhat formal : to make (something) seem likely 
: to show signs of (something that is likely or expected to 
happen) ■ Those gray skies promise rain. Something that 
promises to be good, exciting, etc., is expected to be good, 
ipxciting, etc. ■ The race promises to be the most exciting of 
the season. ■ It promises to be a good game. [=it should be a 
good game] 

I (can) promise you — used to emphasize a statement ■ 
He’s only concerned about himself, I promise [^assure] 
you. ■ I can promise you , you won’t be disappointed. 
promise (someone) the stars/moon/earthAvorld : to 
promise (someone) that you will do or give something 
great or wonderful even though it is not possible ■ He 
promised her the stars and the moon , but he never even 
bought her flowers. ■ Politicians will promise the earth 
when they’re trying to get elected. 

Promised Land noun 

the Promised Land 1 : the land that was given to Abra¬ 
ham and his descendants according to the promise God 
made in the Bible 2 or the promised land : a happy 
place or condition that someone wants to reach : a place 
where dreams or hopes can come true ■ They came to 
America searching for the promised land. 
promising adj [more most ~]: likely to succeed or to be 
good : full of promise ■ a promising student ■ a promising 
start/debut ■ The neighborhood didn’t look very promising. 

— prom-is-ing-ly adv ■ His career as a quarterback began 
promisingly (enough) but was cut short by injuries. 
prom-is-SO-ry note /*pra:ma,sori- f Brit 'promasri-/ noun, 
pi ~ notes [count] business : a written promise to pay an 
amount of money before a particular date 
pro-mo /■proumoo/ noun, pi -mos [count] informal : some¬ 
thing (such as an announcement, a brief film, or an appear¬ 
ance) that is used to advertise or promote something (such as 
a new book or movie) ■ radio/television promos — often 
used before another noun ■ a promo photo/shoot/appear¬ 
ance 

prom-on-to-ry / , pra:man,tori, Brit 'promantri/ noun, pi 
-ries [count] : a high area of land or rock that sticks out into 
the sea ■ a rocky/steep promontory 
pro-mote /pra'mout/ verb -motes; -mot-ed; -mot-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 a : to change the rank or position of (someone) to a higher 
or more important one »I was promoted today!»He was pro¬ 
moted to senior editor. ■ The army major was promoted to 
lieutenant colonel. — opposite demote b Brit : to move (a 
sports team) to a higher position in a league - The team have 
been promoted to the First Division. — opposite relegate 

2 : to help (something) happen, develop, or increase ■ The 
President’s visit was intended to promote [= further ] foreign 
trade. ■ Mediators were present to promote dialogue. ■ Good 
soil promotes plant growth. ■ The school distributed pam¬ 
phlets promoting good dental hygiene. 

3 : to make people aware of (something, such as a new prod¬ 
uct) through advertising : to make (something) more popu¬ 
lar, well-known, etc. ■ The marketing department is busy 
promoting the new line of men’s clothes for fall. ■ The island 
is being promoted as a destination for romantic getaways. 
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pro*mot*er /pra'moutay noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person or organization that organizes or provides mon¬ 
ey for a sports event, a musical performance, etc. ■ a boxing 
promoter [=a person who organizes boxing matches] • con¬ 
cert/club promoters 

2 : a person or organization that helps something to happen, 
develop, or increase — often + of ■ the promoters of the con¬ 
gressional bill ■ The company is a major promoter of alterna¬ 
tive fuels. 

pro*mO"tion /pre'moujan/ noun, pi -tions : the act of pro¬ 
moting someone or something: such as a : the act of mov¬ 
ing someone to a higher or more important position or rank 
in an organization [ noncount ] There was little chance for/of 
promotion within the company, [count] She was given a 
well-deserved promotion, b [noncount] Brit : the act of mov¬ 
ing a sports team to a higher position in a league C : some¬ 
thing (such as advertising) that is done to make people aware 
of something and increase its sales or popularity [noncount] 

— often + of ■ the promotion of a new brand of ice cream 
[count] The company is offering a special promotion to in¬ 
crease sales, d [noncount] : the activity of helping some¬ 
thing to happen, develop, or increase ■ the promotion of bet¬ 
ter relations between neighboring countries 

pro*mo-tiorval /pra'moujgn]/ adj : done or used to make 
people aware of something (such as a new product or book) 
and increase its sales or popularity ■ promotional displays/ 
materials • She went on a promotional tour for her novel. 

1 prompt /'preempt/ verb prompts; prompt-ed; prompt¬ 
ing [+obj] 

1 a : to cause (someone) to do something ■ Curiosity 
prompted her to ask a few questions, b : to be the cause of 
(something) ■ Pride prompted his angry response. ■ The evi¬ 
dence prompted a criminal investigation. 

2 a : to say (something that encourages a person to talk) ■ 
“Did you hear me?” he prompted when his friend did not re¬ 
spond to his first question, b : to say the lines of a play to 
(an actor who has forgotten them) : to give a prompt to (an 
actor) • The actor had to be prompted by someone who was 
standing offstage. 

3 computers : to show a message that tells (a user) to do 
something ■ The computer/program prompted me to type in 
a number. 

- prompter noun, pi -ers [count] 

2 prompt adj prompter; -est [also more —; most —] 

1 : done or given without delay ■ The victims need prompt 
[-immediate] medical assistance. ■ We always get prompt ser¬ 
vice at that restaurant. ■ He was offered prompt access to the 
data he needed. 

2 : arriving or doing something at the expected time or with¬ 
out delay • They were very prompt about responding to my 
request. ■ Please try to be prompt [= punctual ] about keeping 
appointments. 

— promptness noun [noncount] ■ I was surprised by the 
promptness of their response. 

3 prompt noun,pi prompts [count] 

1 : the lines of a play that are said to an actor who has for¬ 
gotten them • The actor was given a prompt by someone off¬ 
stage. 

2 computers : a message that appears on a computer screen 
asking the user to do something or to provide information ■ a 
computer prompt 

4 prompt adv, Brit : exactly at the time stated • The meeting 
will begin at 9 a.m. prompt. [=(US)shaip] 
promptly /'praimptli/ adv 

1 : in a prompt manner : without delay ■ He reacted prompt¬ 
ly during the emergency. ■ The student was promptly [im¬ 
mediately] expelled. 

2 : exactly at a particular or the correct time ■ She arrived 
promptly at 7:00 p.m. as we had agreed. 

pro-mul-gate /'pra:m 3 l,geit/ verb -gates; -gat*ed; -gat¬ 
ing [+ obj) 

1 formal : to make (an idea, belief, etc.) known to many peo¬ 
ple ■ Her ideas/theories have been widely promulgated on the 
Internet. 

2 technical : to make (a new law) known officially and pub¬ 
licly • The law was promulgated in April 1988. 

- pro-mul-ga»tion /^ra.mal'geijan/ noun [noncount] 
prone /'proun/ adj 

1 [more —; most ~]: likely to do, have, or suffer from some¬ 
thing — usually + to ■ They are prone to (making) errors/mis¬ 
takes. = They are er vor-p rone/m\stake-p rone. [=they make 
many errors/mistakes] ■ Tests showed that the machine is 


prone to failure/fail. ■ He is somewhat prone to depression. • 
People in my family are prone to heart disease. ■ He is prone 
to (having) accidents. = He is accident-prone. [=he has many 
accidents] • an athlete who is injury-prone [=who is often in¬ 
jured] 

2 : lying with the front of your body facing downward • He 
was lying on the floor in a prone position. = He was (lying) 
prone on the floor. — compare supine 

— prone-ness /'prounnas/ noun [noncount] ■ proneness to 
accidents/depression 

prong /'pra:r)/ noun, pi prongs [count] 

1 : one of the long points of a fork or similar object: tine 

2 : one of the small metal parts of an electrical plug that fit 
into the holes in an outlet 

pronged /'praingd /adj 

1 : having a specified number of prongs — used in combina¬ 
tion ■ a three-pronged fork/outlet/plug 

2 : having a specified number of parts — used in combina¬ 
tion ■ The company has a two -pronged strategy for improv¬ 
ing sales in the coming year. 

prong-horn /'pra.o.ho^n/ 
noun, pi -horn or -horns 
[count] : a large animal of west¬ 
ern North America that looks 
like an antelope — called also 
pronghorn antelope 
pro*nom*i*nal /prou'nccma- 
nl/ adj, grammar : relating to a 
pronoun or used like a pronoun 
■ the pronominal adjective 
“this” in “this dog” 

— pro-nom-i-naMy adv 
pro-noun /'prou,naun/ noun, 

pi -nouns [count] grammar : a 
word (such as I, he, she, you, it. 
we, or they ) that is used instead of a noun or noun phrase 

— see also personal pronoun 



pronghorn 


pro-nounce /pra’nauns/ verb -nounc-es; -nounced; 
-nounc-ing 

1 [+ obj] a : to make the sound of (a word or letter) with 
your voice ■ She practices pronouncing foreign words. ■ The 
“k” in “know“ is not pronounced. [=the “k” in “know” is si¬ 
lent] b : to say or speak (a word) correctly ■ I’m sorry. I 
can’t pronounce your name. 

2 [+ obj] formal a : to say or announce (something) in an 
official or formal way ■ The priest pronounced a blessing on 
their home. ■ The judge pronounced sentence. [=stated the 
punishment for a criminal] b : to say or state that (some¬ 
one or something) is something in usually an official or defi¬ 
nite way ■ After reviewing the replay of the race’s finish, the 
horse was pronounced the winner. [=was declared to be the 
winner] ■ I now pronounce you man and wife. [=1 now de¬ 
clare that you are married] ■ She pronounced the party a suc¬ 
cess. [=she said that the party was a success] ■ The doctors 
pronounced him fit to go back to work. ■ He was pronounced 
dead upon arrival at the hospital. 

3 [no obj] formal a : to state an opinion on something — + 
on or upon ■ As a grammarian, he freely pronounces on ques¬ 
tions of proper English. ■ The senator pronounced upon the 
major issues in the election, b : to give a judgment for or 
against someone or something ■ Many senators are pro¬ 
nouncing in favor of the bill. ■ The judge pronounced for/ 
against the defendant. 

pro-nounce-able /pra'naunsabal/ adj : capable of being 
pronounced or said ■ His name is not easily pronounceable. 
pro-nounced /pra'naunst/ adj [more most ~]: very no¬ 
ticeable ■ He walked with a pronounced limp. ■ There has 
been a pronounced [= decided, definite] improvement in her 
condition. ■ The symptoms of the disease have become 
steadily more pronounced. 

pro-nounce-ment /pra'naunsmant/ noun, pi -merits 

[count] formal: an official public statement ■ He made some 
important pronouncements on government policy, 
pron-to /'pro:n,too/ adv, informal : without delay : right 
away ■ He told me to get there pronto. [=quickly, immediate- 

M 

pro-nun-ci-a-tion /pra,nAnsi'eij3n/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : the way in which a word or name is pronounced [count] 
What is the correct pronunciation of his name? [noncount] 1 
haven’t learned proper pronunciation of French words. 

2 [singular] : a particular person’s way of pronouncing a 
word or the words of a language ■ He has flawless pronuncia- 
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tion. [=he pronounces words flawlessly] 

1 proof /'pru:f/ noun, pi proofs 

1 [noncount] : something which shows that something else is 
true or correct ■ The document was proof that her story was 
true. ■ He claims that he was home when the murder was 
committed, but he has no proof. ■ The photograph is proof 
positive [=definite proof] that the accident happened the 
way he described. ■ I’m living proof that success is possible. 
[=my success shows that other people can succeed too] — 
often + of* The evidence gave proof of her statement. [=the 
evidence proved her statement] ■ Do you have any proof of 
identity? ■ Keep the receipt as proof of purchase. [=evidence 
showing/proving that you bought something] 

2 [count] a : an act or process of showing that something is 
true ■ The burden of proof [=the need to show that some¬ 
thing is true] is on the prosecuting lawyer of the case, b 
mathematics : a test which shows that a calculation is cor¬ 
rect ■ The proof shows that the theorem is true. ■ mathemati¬ 
cal proofs 

3 [count] technical : a copy of something that is going to be 
printed which is examined and used to make corrections be¬ 
fore the final printing is done — usually plural ■ He edited 
the proofs of the manuscript. 

4 [noncount] : a measurement of how much alcohol is in an 
alcoholic drink ■ The whiskey is 80 proof. 

the proof is in the pudding see pudding 
2 proof adj, formal : designed or made to prevent or protect 
against something harmful • The seal of the bottle is proof 
against tampering. [=the seal prevents tampering] — usually 
used in combination ■ watei proof* bullet proof 
3 proof verb proofs; proofed; proof-ing [+ obj] : proof¬ 
read ■ She proofed the story carefully, 
proof-read /'pru:f,ri:d/ verb -reads; -read /-,red/; -read¬ 
ing [+ obj] : to read and correct mistakes in (a written or 
printed piece of writing) ■ He proofread the essay carefully. 

— proof-read-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ She’s an excellent 
proofreader. — proof-read-ing noun [noncount] 

'prop /'pra:p/ verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition 
props; propped; prop-ping [+ obj] : to support (some¬ 
thing) by placing it against something else or by placing 
something under it ■ She propped the rake against a tree. ■ We 
propped the shed’s roof with poles. ■ The window was 
propped open. 

prop up [phrasal verb] 1 prop up (something) or prop 
(something) up : to stop (something) from falling or slip¬ 
ping by placing something under or against it ■ We propped 
up the beams with long boards. 2 prop (someone) up or 
prop up (someone) : to give help, encouragement, or sup¬ 
port to (someone) ■ His faith propped him up in times of 
crisis. 

2 prop noun, pi props [count] 

1 : something that is used to support something and keep it 
in position ■ He used rocks as props to keep up the fence 
post. 

2 : someone or something that gives help or support to 
someone or something else ■ His wife was his emotional prop 
during his depression. ■ He used his inheritance money as a 
prop to start his own business. 

3 rugby : a player who plays in a forward position on a rugby 
team — called also prop forward 

— compare 3 prop, 4 prop 

3 prop noun, pi props [count] : an object that is used by a per¬ 
former or actor or that is used to create a desired effect in a 
scene on a stage, in a movie, etc. ■ The performers used dif¬ 
ferent props in their comedy routine. ■ The only stage props 
were a hanging lightbulb and a wooden chair. — compare 
2 prop, 4 prop 

4 prop noun, pi props [count] informal : propeller 

— compare 2 prop, 3 prop 

pro-pa-gan-da /,pra:p 3 'gaend 3 / noun [noncount] usually 
disapproving : ideas or statements that are often false or ex¬ 
aggerated and that are spread in order to help a cause, a po¬ 
litical leader, a government, etc. • He was accused of spread¬ 
ing propaganda. ■ a propaganda campaign ■ The report was 
nothing but lies and propaganda. 

— pro-pa-gan-dist /,pra:p 3 'g£endist/ noun, pi -dists 
[count] — pro-pa-gan-dis-tic /ipraips^sen'distik/ adj ■ 
propagandistic writing 

pro-pa-gan-dize also Brit pro-pa-gan-dise /,pra:ps- 
'gEen,daiz/ verb -diz-es; -dized; -diz-ing/orma/ : to spread 
propaganda [+ obj] They were propagandized into believing 
what the government wanted them to believe, [no obj] He 


uses his movies to propagandize for the state, 
prop-a-gate /"praipajgeit /verb -gates; -gat-ed; -gat-Ing 

1 [+ obj] formal: to make (something, such as an idea or be¬ 
lief) known to many people ■ The group propagates [= pro¬ 
motes] | its antigovemment doctrine on the Web. 

2 technical : to produce (a new plant) [+ obj] We are discov¬ 
ering new ways to propagate plants without seeds. ■ He prop¬ 
agated the apple tree by grafting, [no obj] The plants failed 
to propagate. 

— prop-a-ga-tion /.praipa'geijan/ noun [noncount] ■ the 
propagation of plants/ideas - prop-a-ga-tor /'praipa- 
,geiW noun, pi -tors [count] ■ a propagator of new ideas ■ 
plant propagators 

pro-pane /'prou,pein/ noun [noncount]: a colorless gas that 
is used for cooking and heating 
pro-pel /pra'pel/ verb -pels; -pelled; -pel-ling [+ obj] : to 
push or drive (someone or something) forward or in a partic¬ 
ular direction ■ He grabbed him and propelled him through 
the door. ■ The train is propelled by steam. — often used fig¬ 
uratively ■ She was propelled [= motivated] by greed when she 
stole the money. ■ The album propelled the band to fame. 

— see also jet-propelled 

pro-pel-lant also pro-pel-lent /pre'pelant/ noun,pi -lants 
[count, noncount] technical 

1 : a gas under pressure in a can that is used to spray out the 
contents when the pressure is released 

2 : a fuel or an explosive substance that is used to make 
something (such as a rocket) go forward ■ rocket propellant 

pro-pel-ler /pra'peW noun, pi -lers [count] : a device with 
two or more blades that turn quickly and cause a ship or air¬ 
craft to move 

propelling pencil noun, pi ~~ -cils [count] Brit : mechan¬ 
ical PENCIL 

pro-pen-Si-ty /pra'penssti/ noun, pi -ties [count] formal : a 
strong natural tendency to do something ■ Why do some peo¬ 
ple have a propensity for/toward violence? [=why are some 
people violent?; why do some people have a tendency to be 
violent?] ■ He had a propensity for crime. ■ She has a propen¬ 
sity to assume the worst. [=she tends to assume the worst] 

1 propter /'pra^/ adj 

l" [more most ~] a : correct according to social or moral 
rules ■ That is not the proper [= acceptable] way to dress for 
school. ■ It is not proper to speak that way. ■ The children 
need to learn proper behavior. • It would not be proper for 
you to borrow the ladder without asking first, b : behaving 
in a way that is correct according to social or moral rules ■ 
She is a very prim and proper young lady. 

2 always used before a noun : exactly correct • Is this the 
proper spelling of your name? ■ proper punctuation 

3 always used before a noun : right or suitable for some pur¬ 
pose or situation ■ He didn’t have the proper [-appropriate ] 
training for the job. ■ You need to eat a proper meal instead 
of junk food. ■ Each step must be done in the proper order/ 
sequence. ■ You need to get a proper [teal, decent] job. • 
Please put your shoes in their proper place. [=please put your 
shoes where they belong] 

4 always used after a noun — used to emphasize that you are 
referring to the specific thing that is being named ■ Her fam¬ 
ily lived outside the city proper. [=lived in an area that was 
close to the city but was not actually in the city] 

5 always used before a noun, chiefly Brit : complete or abso¬ 
lute ■ I felt a proper fool after making that mistake. ■ We are 
in a proper mess now. 

proper to formal : belonging to or suited to (something) ■ 
Are such violent emotions proper to poetry? 

2 prOper adv, chiefly Brit, informal : in a complete way ■ We 
sure have messed things up proper, [thoroughly, completely] 
■ They beat us good and proper. 
prop-er-ly /'pra:pa4i/ adv 

1 : in a way that is acceptable or suitable ■ The children must 
learn how to behave properly [= appropriately ] in church. ■ He 
doesn’t know how to properly tie a necktie. ■ The can opener 
is not working properly. [=right] 

2 : in a way that is accurate or correct ■ The boxes were not 
properly labeled. ■ Did I spell your name properly 7 ■ Properly 
speaking, whales are not fish. ■ The house properly belongs to 
his sister. 

proper name noun, pi ~ names [count]: proper noun 
proper noun noun, pi nouns [count] : a word or group 
of words (such as “Noah Webster,” “Kentucky,” or “U.S. 
Congress”) that is the name of a particular person, place, or 
thing and that usually begins with a capital letter — called 
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also proper name ; compare common noun 
prop-er-tied /'praipa-tid/ adj, always used before a noun, 
formal : owning a lot of property or land ■ the wealthy, prop¬ 
ertied classes 

prop»er«ty /'pra:p<yti/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [ noncount ] : something that is owned by a person, busi¬ 
ness, etc. ■ Those books are my property. [=1 own those 
books] ■ We are not responsible for the loss of personal prop¬ 
erty. ■ The library is public property. [=the library is owned 
by the city, town, or state] ■ He was trying to sell stolen prop¬ 
erty. — see also intellectual property 

2 : a piece of land often with buildings on it that is owned by 
a person, business, etc. [ noncount ] He was caught trespass¬ 
ing on private property. ■ She owns all sorts of property 
around town. ■ The students were caught smoking on school 
property, [count] He owns several valuable properties in the 
area. ■ a developer of commercial/residential properties — 
often used before another noun ■ Property values are going 
up. ■ a property tax 

3 [count] somewhat formal : a special quality or characteris¬ 
tic of something ■ One of the properties of helium is its light¬ 
ness. ■ A unique property of garlic is its strong odor. • The two 
plants have similar physical properties. • The herb has medic¬ 
inal properties. ■ the chemical properties of water 

hot property see ‘hot 

prop forward noun, pi ~ -wards [count] rugby : 2 prop 3 
proph-e-cy /'prcufasi/ noun, pi -cies 

1 [count] : a statement that something will happen in the fu¬ 
ture : prediction ■ The prophecies of the author have all 
come true. * His prophecy was fulfilled. [=the thing that he 
said would happen did happen] 

2 [noncount] : the power or ability to know what will happen 
in the future ■ She has the gift of prophecy. 

proph-e-sy /'pra:f3,sai/ verb -sies; -sied; -sy*ing [+ obj] 
: to state that something will happen in the future : predict 
• He prophesied the government’s failure. = He prophesied 
that the government would fail. ■ The book claims that mod¬ 
em events were prophesied in ancient times, 
proph-et /'praifat/ noun, pi -ets 

1 [count] : a member of some religions (such as Christianity, 
Judaism, and Islam) who delivers messages that are believed 
to have come from God ■ the Old Testament prophets ■ the 
words of the prophet ■ the Prophet Isaiah/Muhammad 

2 the Prophet — used as another name for Muhammad, the 
founder of Islam 

3 a the Prophets : the writers of the books of the Bible that 
describe what will happen in the future b Prophets : the 
part of the Bible that includes the books written by the 
Prophets. 

4 [count] : a person who states that something will happen in 
the future ■ a stock market prophet [=a person who predicts 
what will happen in the stock market] ■ the local weather 
prophet ■ a prophet of doom [=someone who says that bad 
things will happen] 

5 [count] : a person who teaches or spreads a new idea or be¬ 
lief ■ a prophet of socialism 

proph*et*ess /'praifatas/ noun, pi -ess*es [count] : a 
woman who is a prophet 
prO*phet*iC /pra'fetik/ adj 

1 : correctly stating what will happen in the future • Her 
warning proved to be prophetic. [=the thing that she warned 
would/could happen did happen] ■ a prophetic statement 

2 : of or relating to a prophet or to prophecy ■ the prophetic 
books of the Old Testament 

— pro-phet-i'CaMy /pra'fetikli/ adv ■ The coach propheti¬ 
cally promised a victory in the next game. 

1 pro«phy»laC«tiC /.proufa'laektik, Brit ,prDfa'l 2 ektik/ adj, 
medical : designed to prevent disease ■ a prophylactic drug/ 
treatment/regimen ■ the prophylactic use of antibiotics 
2 prophylactic noun, pi -tics [count] 

1 medical : something that is designed to prevent the spread 
of disease or infection 

2 US : condom 

pro*pi*ti«ate /prou'pifi,eit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at«ing [+ 

obj] formal : to make (someone) pleased or less angry by giv¬ 
ing or saying something desired : appease ■ He made an of¬ 
fering to propitiate the angry gods. 

— pro*pi*ti*a*tion /proujpiji'eijan/ noun [noncount] — pro- 
pi-tia-to-ry /prou'pijija^ori, Brit prau'pijiatri/ adj • a pro¬ 
pitiatory offering to the gods 

pro-pi-tious /pra'pi/as/ adj [more most ~] formal : like¬ 


ly to have or produce good results ■ conditions that are propi¬ 
tious for growth ^conditions that make growth likely] ■ Now 
is a propitious time to start a business. 

pro-po-nent /pra'pounant/ noun, pi -nents [count] : a per¬ 
son who argues for or supports something : advocate ■ a 
civil rights proponent — often + of - He is a leading proponent 
of gun control. — opposite opponent 
pro»por»tion /pra'poaTan/ noun,pi -tions 

1 [count] : an amount that is a part of a whole ■ Some of the 
money goes to cover expenses, but a large proportion [por¬ 
tion, percentage] is donated to charity. — usually + of • These 
expenses account for only a small proportion of our budget. ■ 
The proportion of people who own their own homes is slowly 
increasing. ■ The solution was made from equal proportions 
of water and bleach. ■ A high proportion of high school stu¬ 
dents enroll in college. ■ A large proportion of the proceeds 
are donated to charity. ■ A small proportion of people in the 
group was left-handed. 

2 : the relationship that exists between the size, number, or 
amount of two things [count] — usually singular; often + of 

■ The proportion [=ratio] of boys to girls in our class is three 
to one. [=there are three boys for each girl in our class] 
[noncount] Your share of the profits will be in proportion to 
the amount of work that you do. [=if you do more work, you 
will get a larger share of the profits] 

3 ; the correct or appropriate relationship between the size, 
shape, and position of the different parts of something [non¬ 
count] His head is large in proportion to his body. [=the size 
of his head seems large when compared to the size of his 
body] ■ The garage is not in proportion to the house. [=the ga¬ 
rage is too small/big for the house] • His ears were drawn out 
of proportion with his head. ■ The size of the window seems 
out of proportion with the height of the wall, [count] — usu¬ 
ally plural ■ The cathedral has classic proportions. 

4 proportions [plural] : the size, shape, or extent of some¬ 
thing ■ The carpet did not fit the proportions [=dimensions] of 
the room. ■ It’s a problem of huge/massive proportions. ■ It 
was a disaster of biblical/epic proportions. [=it was a terrible 
disaster that affected many people] 

5 [noncount] a : the importance of something when it is 
compared to other things : the relative importance of things 

■ He has no sense of proportion, b ^ If you keep things in 
proportion, you understand which things are truly important 
and you do not become upset by small things that are not 
important. ■ Let’s keep things in proportion. You should be 
able to wait one more day after you have waited two months 
already. C ^ If something gets out of proportion or is blown 
out of proportion, it becomes larger than it should be or it is 
treated as something worse or more important than it really 
is. ■ Their fears have gotten (totally/completely) out of pro¬ 
portion. • The story was blown out of proportion in the news¬ 
papers. ■ You are blowing things (all/way) out of proportion. 

prO*por*tion*al /pra'poaTanl/af# 

1 : having a size, number, or amount that is directly related 
to or appropriate for something ■ If you increase the size of 
the picture, keep the length and width proportional, ^in¬ 
crease the length and width by the same percentage so that 
they are related to each other in the same way] — often + to ■ 
Keep the length proportional to the width. ■ Your share of the 
profits will be proportional to the amount of work you did. ■ 
The taxi fare is proportional to the length of the ride. — see 
also DIRECTLY PROPORTIONAL, INVERSELY PROPORTION¬ 
AL 

2 : having parts that are the correct or appropriate size in re¬ 
lation to each other ■ The features of the face in the drawing 
are proportional. — often + to- The head was not proportion¬ 
al to the body. [=the head was too large/small for the body] ■ 
The sleeves were not proportional to the length of the blouse. 

— pro*por*tion*aMy /pra'poajanli/ adv ■ The profits were 
divided proportionally. ■ The ears were not drawn propor¬ 
tionally with the head. 

proportional representation noun [noncount] : a sys¬ 
tem in which the number of seats held by members of a po¬ 
litical party in a legislature (such as a parliament) is deter¬ 
mined by the number of votes its candidates receive in an 
election 

pro-por-tion-ate /pra'poa-fanat/ adj : proportional 1 ■ 
Each investor will receive a proportionate share of the prof¬ 
its. — often + to ■ The property tax is proportionate to the size 
of the house. 

— pro*por*tion*atedy adv ■ The profits were divided pro¬ 
portionately. ■ If your sales increase, then your salary will 
be adjusted proportionately. 
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pro-portioned /pra'poajsnd/ adj : having parts that re- 
late in size to the other parts in a particular way ■ The sculp¬ 
ture was poorly proportioned. ■ She has a we\\-proportioned 
figure. 

pro-pQS-al /pre'pouzal/ noun, pi -als 

1 [count] : something (such as a plan or suggestion) that is 
presented to a person or group of people to consider ■ Every¬ 
one thought the proposal made sense. ■ They rejected/ac¬ 
cepted/considered/approved my proposal. ■ The committee 
is reviewing the proposal for the new restaurant. • They put 
forth a proposal to sell the company. ■ a business proposal 

2 [noncount] : the act of presenting a plan, suggestion, etc., 
to a person or group of people ■ These problems have led to 
the proposal of a new law. 

3 [count] : the act of asking someone to marry you ■ She ac¬ 
cepted his proposal (of marriage). ■ a marriage proposal 

propose /pra 1 pouz/ verb -pos-es; -posed; -posting 

1 [+ obj ]: to suggest (something, such as a plan or theory) to 
a person or group of people to consider ■ The scientists pro¬ 
posed a new theory. ■ The mayor proposed a plan for a new 
bridge. • Several senators have proposed raising the tax. ■ I 
propose that we revise the bylaws. 

2 [+ obj] : to plan or intend to do (something) ■ They propose 
to buy a new house. ■ How do you propose solving this prob¬ 
lem? 

3 [+ obj]: to suggest (someone) for a job, position, office, etc. 
■ The chairman proposed the young executive as a candidate 
for promotion. ■ She proposed [=(more commonly) nominat¬ 
ed] her teacher for the award. 

4 : to ask someone to marry you — often + to [no obj] He 
proposed to his girlfriend. [+ obj] He proposed marriage to 
his girlfriend. 

propose a toast : to publicly wish a person future health, 
happiness, and success and ask others to raise their glasses 
and join in a drink ■ I would like to propose a toast to the 
bride and groom. 

— proposed adj, always used before a noun ■ They rejected 
the proposed offer/plan. — pro-pos-er noun, pi -ers 
[count] ■ He is the original proposer of the theory. 

1 prop- 0 *si‘tion /.praipa'zijan/ noun, pi -tlons [count] 

1 : something (such as a plan or offer) that is presented to a 
person or group of people to consider ■ He made an attrac¬ 
tive business proposition. • The other company rejected their 
proposition. 

2 : a statement to be proved, explained, or discussed ■ Her 
theory rejects the basic proposition that humans evolved 
from apes. ■ If we accept proposition "A” as true, then we 
must accept proposition “B” as false. 

3 : something that someone intends to do or deal with ■ Fix¬ 
ing the engine will not be an easy/simple proposition. [=mat- 
ter] ■ The election will be a tough proposition for the mayor. ■ 
The farm will never be a paying proposition. [=the farm will 
never make moneyl 

4 US : a suggestion for a change in the law on which people 
must vote ■ The town voted in favor of a proposition calling 
for a ban on smoking in public spaces. ■ He expects Proposi¬ 
tion 12 to pass by a wide margin. 

proposition verb -tions; -tioned; -tion-ing [+ obj] : to of¬ 
fer to have sex with (someone) in a direct and often offensive 
way ■ He was propositioned by a prostitute. ■ He got drunk 
and propositioned a woman sitting next to him in the bar. 
pro-pound /pra'paund/ verb -pounds; -pound-ed; 
-pound-ing [+ obj]formal: to suggest (an idea, theory, etc.) 
to a person or group of people to consider : propose ■ Her 
new book expands upon the theory propounded in her first 
book. 

— pro-pound-er noun, pi -ers [count] 
pro-pri-e-tary /pre'praja.teri, Brit pra'prajstri/ adj, formal 

1 : of or like that of an owner - The publisher has proprietary 
rights [=the rights of an ownerl to the manuscript. ■ The in¬ 
vestors have a proprietary interest in the land. 

2 : used, made, or sold only by the particular person or com¬ 
pany that has the legal right to do so ■ The computer comes 
with the manufacturer's proprietary software. ■ a proprietary 
drug ■ “Merriam-Webster” is a proprietary name. 

3 : kept private by an owner ■ The journalist tried to get ac¬ 
cess to proprietary information. 

pro-pri-e-tor /pra'prajata 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] formal : a 
person who owns a business or property ■ She is the propri¬ 
etor of the store. ■ a restaurant proprietor 

— pro-pri-e-tor-ship /pra'prajata'Jip/ noun, pi -ships 
[count] The business is a sole proprietorship and not a part¬ 


nership. [noncount] He was given proprietorship of the 
store. 

pro-pri-e-tress /pra'prajatres/ noun, pi -tress-es [count] 
formal : a woman who is a proprietor 
pro-pri-e-ty /pre'prajati/ noun, pi -ties formal 

1 [noncount] : behavior that is accepted as socially or moral¬ 
ly correct and proper • She acted with propriety. ■ He went 
beyond the bounds of propriety. [=he acted improperly!" She 
conducted herself with propriety. 

2 [noncount ]: the state or quality of being correct and prop¬ 
er ■ They debated the propriety of the punishment that he 
was given. 

3 proprieties [plural] : rules of correct social behavior ■ 
When attending a wedding, there are certain proprieties that 
must be observed. ■ the social proprieties 

props /'pra:ps/ noun [plural ] US slang 

1 : something that is said to publicly thank and give special 
attention to someone for doing something : credit or recog¬ 
nition ■ Props to everyone that made this movie a success. ■ 
All of the performers deserve mad props. [=very enthusiastic 
praise] — often + for ■ He gave props to his brother for his 
help with the project. 

2 : respect • The teacher earned our props. 
pro-pul-sion /pra'p/djan/ noun [noncount] technical : the 

force that moves something forward : the force that propels 
something ■ rocket/electric propulsion ■ Sailboats use wind as 
their source/means of propulsion. ■ a propulsion system 

— see also jet propulsion 

— pro-pul-sive /pra'p/dsiv/ adj ■ propulsive forces 

pro ra-ta /prou'reita/ adj, formal : calculated according to 
the specific amount that someone has done, used, etc. ■ Each 
investor will receive a pro rata share of the profits. [=a share 
based on how much money each person invested] 

— pro rata adv ■ The fee will be paid pro rata to the people 
who did the work. 

pro-rate /prou'reit/ verb -rates; -rat-ed; -rat-ing [+ obj] 
US : to calculate (something) according to the specific 
amount that someone has done, used, etc. • We will prorate 
your monthly rent for the remaining 10 days on your lease. 
[=you will pay 10 days' worth of a month’s rent] • The play¬ 
er’s annual salary was prorated because he only played for 
the last three months of the season. 

— pro-ra-tion /prou'reijan I noun [noncount] 
pro-sa-ic /prou'zejik/ adj [more most ~] formal : dull or 

ordinary • He has a prosaic writing style. - the prosaic life of a 
hardworking farmer ■ She believes the noises are made by 
ghosts, but I think there’s a more prosaic explanation. 

— pro-sa-i-cal-ly /prou'zejakli/ adv 
pro-SCe-ni-um /prou'siinijam/ noun, pi -ums [count] : the 

part of a stage that is in front of the curtain ■ The host 
walked onto the proscenium. ■ a proscenium arch [=an arch 
that is over the front of a stage] 
pro-SCillt-tO /prou'Juitou/ noun [noncount] : a type of 
spicy Italian ham 

pro-scribe /prou'skraib/ verb -scribes; -scribed; -scrib¬ 
ing [+ obj] formal : to make (something) illegal: to not allow 
(something) ■ The principal proscribed [-banned, prohibited] 
the use of cell phones in school. ■ acts that are proscribed by 
law ■ proscribed conduct 

— proscription /prou'skripjan/ noun, pi -tions [count, 
noncount] 

prose /'prouz/ noun [noncount] : writing that is not poetry 
: ordinary writing ■ She writes in very clear prose. — often 
used before another noun ■ She has a unique prose style. ■ He 
is a talentedprose writer. ■ a prose narrative 
pros-e-cute /'pra:si,kju:t/ verb -cutes; -cut-ed; -cut-ing 

1 law : to hold a trial against a person who is accused of a 
crime to see if that person is guilty [no obj] The store’s own¬ 
er agreed not to prosecute if the boy returned the stolen 
goods. [+ obj] Shoplifters will be prosecuted. 

2 : to work as a lawyer to try to prove a case against some¬ 
one accused of a crime [+ obj] The case is being prosecuted 
by the assistant district attorney, [no obj] the prosecuting 
lawyer/counsel 

3 [+ obj] formal ; to continue to do (something) : to proceed 
with (something) ■ She criticized the government for the way 
it has prosecuted the war. 

— pros-e-cut-able /,pra:sa'kju:tabal/ adj ■ a prosecutable 
offense 

prosecuting attorney noun, pi ~ -neys [count] us 

: DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

pros-e-CU-tion Apraisi'kjui/an/ noun, pi -tions 
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1 : the act or process of holding a trial against a person who 
is accused of a crime to see if that person is guilty [count] 
There has been an increase in prosecutions for gun-related 
crimes, [noncount] The defendant is awaiting prosecution. 

2 the prosecution : the side of a legal case which argues 
that a person who is accused of a crime is guilty : the lawyer 
or lawyers who prosecute someone in a court case • The 
prosecution called their first witness. ■ The prosecution rests, 
Your Honor. ■ The defense told the jury that the prosecution 
had not proved its case. — often used before another noun ■ 
prosecution attomeys/lawyers — compare defense 

3 [noncount] formal : the act of doing or continuing to do 
something — usually + of • the prosecution of the war 

proS*e*CU-tor /"pra:si|kju:t»/ noun, pi -tors [count] : a 
lawyer who represents the side in a court case that accuses a 
person of a crime and who tries to prove that the person is 
guilty 

pros*e-ly-tize also Brit pros-e*ly-tise /'pra:s 3 l 3 ,taiz/ verb 
-tiz-es; -tized; -tiz-ing formal + often disapproving : to try 
to persuade people to join a religion, cause, or group [no 
obf] He uses his position to proselytize for the causes that he 
supports. [+ obf] proselytize a faith/religion 
pro Shop noun, pi ~ shops [count] : a shop where equip¬ 
ment for a sport (such as golf or tennis) is sold usually by 
people who play or teach the sport professionally 
pros-O’dy /'praisadi/ noun [noncount] technical : the 
rhythm and pattern of sounds of poetry and language 
1 PrOS«Pect /'prar.spckt/ noun, pi -pects 

1 : the possibility that something will happen in the future 
[singular] the frightening prospect of going to war ■ She is ex¬ 
cited by the prospect of returning to school. ■ Bankruptcy is 
an unlikely prospect for the company, [noncount] There was 
no/little prospect that the two parties would reach an agree¬ 
ment anytime soon. 

2 [count] : an opportunity for something to happen — usual¬ 
ly plural ■ He has few prospects for employment. ■ She has a 
lot of business prospects. - She has a lot of prospects for do¬ 
ing business. 

3 [count] : someone or something that is likely to succeed or 
to be chosen ■ a young baseball player who’s considered a 
top prospect • We haven't decided which car to buy yet. 
We’re still looking at a few prospects. 

4 [count] formal : a wide view of an area from usually a high 
place — usually singular; usually + of' a wide prospect of the 
surrounding country 

in prospect formal : possible or likely to exist or happen in 
the future ■ A great medical breakthrough is in prospect. 
[=expected in the future! 

2 pros*pect /'pra^spekt, Brit pra'spekt/ verb -pects; -pect- 
ed; -pect-ing [no obf] : to search an area for gold, minerals, 
oil, etc. — often + for • Men were prospecting for gold along 
the river. — sometimes used figuratively • The team actively 
prospects for talented players. 

- pros*pec-tor /■prai.spekta 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] ■ a 
gold/oil prospector — prospecting noun [noncount] ■ oil 
prospecting 

pro-spec-tive /pra'spektiv/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : likely to be or become something specified in the future ■ 
a seminar for prospective home buyers [^people who are like¬ 
ly to buy a home fairly soon] ■ prospective parents/students/ 
employers 

2 formal: likely to happen ■ The new law has many prospec¬ 
tive [=expected] benefits. 

pro-spec-tus /pra'spektas/ noun, pi -tus-es [count] 

1 : a printed statement that describes something (such as a 
new business or investment) and that is sent to people who 
may want to be involved in it or invest in it 

2 chiefly Brit : a book or document that provides informa¬ 
tion about a school, business, etc. : brochure 

pros-per /'praispa 1 / verb -pers; -pered; -per-ing [no obf] 

1 : to become very successful usually by making a lot of 
money ■ She prospered as a real estate agent. ■ He hopes his 
business will prosper. 

2 : to become very active, healthy, or strong ■ The city pros¬ 
pered [= flourished, thrived] as a center for trade. ■ No crop 
can prosper in this heat. ■ The economy is prospering. 

pros-per-i-ty /pra'sperati/ noun [noncount] : the state of 
being successful usually by making a lot of money • a period 
of prosperity for our nation ■ economic prosperity 
pros-per«OUS /'praisparas/ adj [more most ~] : having 
success usually by making a lot of money ■ The company 
had a prosperous year. • He predicted a prosperous future. ■ 


prosperous [-affluent] merchants • a prosperous town 
pros-tate /'praijSteit/ noun, pi -tates [count] : prostate 
gland ■ enlargement of the prostate — often used before 
another noun ■ prostate cancer 

prostate gland noun, pi ~ glands [count] : an organ 
found in men and male animals that produces the liquid in 
which sperm is carried 

pros*the-sis /pras'Bi.-sas/ noun, pi -the-ses /-,si:z/ [count] 
medical : an artificial device that replaces a missing or in¬ 
jured part of the body ■ She was fitted with a prosthesis to re¬ 
place her missing leg. ■ a dental/optical prosthesis 

— pros-thet-ic /pras*0etik/ adj ■ She wears a prosthetic leg. 
1 proS-ti»tUte /'pra:st 3 ,tu:t, Brit 'prDst 3 ,tju:t/ noun, pi -tutes 

[count] : a person who has sex with someone in exchange for 
money 

2 prostltute verb -tutes; -tut*ed; -tubing [+ obf] : to use 
(something valuable, such as talent) in a way that is not ap¬ 
propriate or respectable and especially to earn money ■ a 
writer who prostituted his talents by writing commercials 
prostitute yourself 1 : to work as a prostitute : to offer 
yourself for sex in exchange for money ■ She prostituted 
herself for drug money. 2 : to do something that is below 
your level of skill or ability in order to make money ■ a 
writer who prostituted himself by writing commercials 
proS*ti"tU*tion Apraista^tuijan, Brit ^msta'tjurjan/ noun 

1 [noncount]: the work of a prostitute : the act of having sex 
in exchange for money ■ She was arrested for prostitution. 

2 [singular] : the use of a skill or ability in a way that is not 
appropriate or respectable • Writing commercials was a pros¬ 
titution of his talents. 

1 pros-trate /'pra:,streit/ adj 

1 : lying with the front of your body turned toward the 
ground • The police found the body in a prostrate position. ■ 
a prostrate body • She was lying prostrate on the bad. 

2 : so tired, upset, etc., that you are unable to do anything ■ 
They were prostrate from/with the heat. ■ He was prostrate 
with grief. [=he was completely overcome by grief] 

2 pros-trate /'pra:,streit, Brit pra'streit/ verb -trates; -trat- 
ed; -trat-ing [+ obf]: to make (someone) weak or powerless 

— usually used as (be) prostrated ■ She was prostrated [over¬ 
come] with/by grief. 

prostrate yourself : to lie down with your face turned to¬ 
ward the ground ■ The worshippers prostrated themselves 
on the ground before the shrine. 

— pros-tra-tion /pra'streijan/ noun, pi -tions [count, non¬ 
count] " The campers suffered from heat prostration. 
[=physical exhaustion caused by heat] 

pro*tag*0*nist /prou'tsegamst/ noun, pi -nists [count] 

1 : the main character in a novel, play, movie, etc. 

2 : an important person who is involved in a competition, 
conflict, or cause • She was a leading protagonist in the civil 
rights movement. 

pro-te.an /'proutijan/ adj [more most ~] literary + formal 
: able to change into many different forms or able to do 
many different things ■ a protean organism ■ a protean actor 
protect /pra'tckt/ verb -tects; -tect-ed; -tectdng 

1 : to keep (someone or something) from being harmed, 
lost, etc. [+ obf] He had no raincoat to protect himself from 
the rain. • She keeps her jewelry protected in a safe. ■ You 
have to protect your business against fraud. ■ New laws have 
been passed to protect your privacy. ■ The forest is protected 
by/under federal law. ■ The high taxes on imported goods are 
intended to protect domestic producers, [no obf ] Sunscreen 
helps to protect against sunburn. 

2 : to save (someone) from financial loss caused by fire, inju¬ 
ry, damage, etc. — usually + against [+ obf] The insurance 
protects you against flooding, [no obf] The insurance does 
not protect against damage caused by earthquakes. 

3 [+ obf] sports : to try to stop opponents from scoring at 
(your goal) ■ The goalie slipped and fell, but the defenseman 
was there to protect [-defend] the goal. 

— protected adj, always used before a noun [more most 
~] ■ a protected area/species ■ protected industries/markets 

protection /pra'tekjan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncouni] : the state of being kept from harm, loss, etc. 
: the state of being protected ■ He fights for the protection of 
the environment. ■ Hard hats provide protection for the 
workers’ heads. • The witness was placed under police pro¬ 
tection. — often + against ■ The ointment offers protection 
against infection. — often + from ■ The law ensures your pro¬ 
tection from illegal searches. 

2 : something that keeps a person or thing from being 
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harmed, lost, etc. : something that protects someone or 
something [count] legal protections — often + against 9 pro¬ 
tections against sexual harassment — often + from 9 She used 
her briefcase as a protection from the rain, [noncount] — of¬ 
ten + against 9 She used her briefcase as protection against the 
rain. — often + from 9 The rabbit’s white fur serves as protec¬ 
tion from predators during the winter. 

3 [noncount]: a device (such as a condom) that is used dur¬ 
ing sex to prevent pregnancy or the spread of diseases ■ Do 
you have protection ? 

4 [ noncount ] : insurance against financial loss caused by fire, 
injury, damage, etc. — often + against 9 The policy offers 
complete protection against fire and theft. 

5 [noncount] : a situation in which people (such as store 
owners) pay money to criminals so that the criminals will 
not hurt them or damage their property ■ His store was 
burned down because he refused to pay for protection. — of¬ 
ten used before another noun ■ protection money ■ a protec¬ 
tion racket 

pro*teC*tion*ism /prs'tek/ 3 ,niz 3 m/ noun [noncount] : the 
practice of helping businesses and industries in your own 
country by making laws that limit and tax products import¬ 
ed from other countries 

— pro-tec-tion-ist /pra'tekfamst/ noun, pi -ists [count] ■ 
Protectionists are in favor of the new tariff. — protec¬ 
tionist adj 9 protectionist policies 

pro-tec-tive /prs'tektrv/ adj 

1 always used before a noun : used to protect someone or 
something : giving or meant to give protection ■ He put a 
protective cover over the car. ■ protective clothing/gear ■ The 
police are keeping her in protective custody. I=in jail and 
away from others so that she will not be harmed] 

2 [more most ~] : having or showing a strong desire to 
protect someone or something from harm • an overly protec¬ 
tive mother — often + of 9 She is very protective of her chil¬ 
dren. 

— pro-tec-tive-ly adv ■ She kept her hand protectively on 
her purse. — pro-teotive-ness noun [noncount] 

pro*tec*tor /pra'tektay noun, pi -tors [count] : a person or 
thing that protects someone or something ■ She sees her old¬ 
er brother as her protector. ■ a protector of free speech ■ ear 
protectors — see also SURGE protector 
pro-tec-tor-ate /prs'tektsrat/ noun, pi -ates [count] : a 
small country that is controlled and protected by a larger 
one 

pro*te*ge /’prout 3 , 3 ei/ noun, pi -ges [count] : a young per¬ 
son who is taught and helped by someone who has a lot of 
knowledge and experience ■ He was a protege of the great 
composer. 

pro-te-gee /'prout 3 , 3 ei/ noun, pi -gees [count] : a woman 
who is a protege 

protein / l prou,ti:n/ noun, pi -teins : a substance found in 
foods (such as meat, milk, eggs, and beans) that is an impor¬ 
tant part of the human diet [noncount] You need more pro¬ 
tein in your diet. ■ These foods are an excellent source of pro¬ 
tein. [count] These foods have all of the essential proteins. 
pro tem /,prou'tem/ adv, formal : for the present time but 
not permanently ■ He is serving as the chairman pro tem. 
[-temporarily] 

— pro tem acjj ■ the president pro tem [=the temporary pres¬ 
ident] of the U.S. Senate 

pro tem-po-re /prou'tcmpari/ adv, formal : pro tem 

— pro tempore adj 

1 protest /pra'test/ verb -tests; -test-ed; -test-ing 

1 a : to show or express strong disagreement with or disap¬ 
proval of something [no obj] The victim’s family protested 
at/against the judge’s sentence. ■ There is no use protesting. I 
will not change my mind. [+ obj] ( US) 9 The coach protested 
the referee’s call. ■ The decision was protested by dozens of 
people, b / l prou,test/ : to show or express strong disap¬ 
proval of something at a public event with other people [no 
obj] Students protested at the civil rights rally. ■ They were 
protesting against the death penalty. [+ obj] ( US) 9 Peace ac¬ 
tivists protested the war. 

2 [+ obj] : to say (something that other people do not agree 
with or believe) in a forceful way ■ The defendant protested 
[= declared] his innocence in court. ■ She protested that the 
law was unfair. ■ “But I’m innocent!” he protested. 

— pro-test-er or pro*tes*tor /prs'testa', 'proujtesta 1 / noun, 
pi -ers or -tors [count] ■ student protesters 

2 pro*test /'prou.tcst/ noun, pi -tests 

1 : something said or done that shows disagreement with or 


disapproval of something [count] He heard protests from the 
crowd. ■ She told him to go to bed despite his protests that he 
wasn’t tired, [noncount] There were cries/howls of protest 
when the verdict was announced. ■ The suspect surrendered 
his gun without protest. * She was so upset by their decision 
that she resigned in protest. 9 He paid the fine under protest 
[=he paid the fine although he objected to it] 

2 [count] : an event at which people gather together to show 
strong disapproval about something ■ The students 
launched/held/staged a protest against the tuition increase. ■ 
an antiwar protest 9 a protest march/demonstration/rally 
Prot-es«tant /'praitsstant/nown,/?/ -tants [count]: a mem¬ 
ber of one of the Christian churches that separated from the 
Roman Catholic Church in the 16th century 

— Protestant adj ■ a Protestant minister — Prot-es«tant- 
ism /'prcctastan^izam/ noun [noncount] 

pro*tes*ta»tion ^praita'stei/an/ noun, pi -tions [count] 
formal : a strong statement that something is true when oth¬ 
er people do not believe it is true ■ Despite his protestations to 
the contrary, he appears to be guilty. — often + of 9 The po¬ 
lice ignored his protestations of innocence. 
pro-tO«COl /'prout 3 ,ka;l/ noun, pi -cols 

1 : a system of rules that explain the correct conduct and 
procedures to be followed in formal situations [noncount] 
The soldier’s actions constitute a breach of military protocol, 
[count] They did not follow the proper diplomatic protocols. 9 
What is the proper protocol for declining a job offer? 

2 [count] : a plan for a scientific experiment or for medical 
treatment ■ an experimental protocol 9 a simplified treatment 
protocol 

3 [count] formal : a document that describes the details of a 
treaty or formal agreement between countries ■ the Geneva 
Protocol of 1925 

4 [count] computers : a set of rules used in programming 
computers so that they can communicate with each other ■ 
an Internet protocol 

pro*ton /'prou,ta:n/ noun, pi -tons [count] physics : a very 
small particle of matter that is part of the nucleus of an atom 
and that has a positive electrical charge 
pro*tO*plasm /'proutSiplsezam/ noun [noncount] biology 
: the usually colorless substance that is the living part of an¬ 
imal and plant cells 

prototype /'prouta.taip/ noun, pi -types [count] 

1 : an original or first model of something from which other 
forms are copied or developed ■ They tested the prototype of 
the car. ■ He is developing a prototype for his invention. 

2 a : someone or something that has the typical qualities of 
a particular group, kind, etc. ■ He is the prototype of a con¬ 
servative businessman, b : a first or early example that is 
used as a model for what comes later ■ The Sherlock Holmes 
stories are the prototypes of modem detective stories. 

pro«tO*typ«i*Cal Aprouts'tipikal/ adj : having the typical 
qualities of a particular group or kind of person or thing 
: very typical ■ a prototypical gangster ■ prototypical horror 
movies 

pro»tO»ZO»an/,prout 3 , zow 3 n/no«rt,p/-ans [count]: a tiny 
organism whose body is a single cell ■ Amoebas are protozo¬ 
ans. 

pro*tO*ZO*on /.prouts'zou.ain/ noun, pi -zoa /-'zowa/ 
[ count ] : PROTOZOAN 

pro*tract*ed /prou'trzektsd/ adj [more most ~] : lasting 
a long time : continuing longer than necessary or expected ■ 
They reached an agreement after protracted [-lengthy] nego¬ 
tiations. ■ a protracted battle/conflict/war 
pro-trac-tor /prou'trsekta 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] : a device 
that has the form of a half circle and that is used for drawing 
and measuring angles 

pro-trude /prou'tru-.d/ verb -trudes; -trud-ed; -trud-ing 

[no obj] : to stick out • His lower jaw protrudes slightly. ■ A 
handkerchief protruded from his shirt pocket. 

— protruding adj ■ He has a protruding jaw. 
pro-tru-sion /prou'tru: 33 n/ noun, pi -sions 

1 [count] : a part that sticks out - bony protrusions on the 
outside of the elbow ■ a roof with many protrusions 

2 [count, noncount] : the act of sticking out or the condition 
of something that sticks out ■ The pain was caused by a/the 
protrusion of a disc in his lower back. 

pro-tU«ber-ance /prou'tuibarans, Brit prau'tjuibarans/ 
noun, pi -anc-es [count] : a usually rounded part that sticks 
out from a surface ■ There was a small protuberance [-bulge] 
on the skull. 

pro*tU*ber*ant /prot^tu.barant, Brit prau'tju.barant/ adj 
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[more most ~]: sticking out from a surface usually with a 
curved or rounded shape ■ slightly protuberant [-bulging] 
eyes/lips 

proud /'praod/ acjj proud-er; -est [or more most ~] 
la: very happy and pleased because of something you have 
done, something you own, someone you know or are related 
to, etc. : feeling pride • They are the proud parents of a hero. 

■ I was proud that I never gave in. ■ She’s the proud owner of 
a new car. — often + of • I am proud of what we have accom¬ 
plished. ■ She’s very proud of her daughter. ■ He has a record 
to be proud of. — sometimes followed by to + verb ■ I’m 
proud to know him. b : causing someone to feel very happy 
and pleased : causing a feeling of pride ■ It was one of the 
proudest moments of my life. [=when I felt most proud] ■ Her 
proudest accomplishment was to finish school. 

2 disapproving : having or showing the attitude of people 
who think that they are better or more important than oth¬ 
ers : having or showing too much pride • He has a proud 
manner. ■ a proud and opinionated person 

3 : not wanting to lose the respect of other people : not will¬ 
ing to accept help from other people ■ She’s too proud to ac¬ 
cept their charity. 

4 : excellent or impressive ■ They have a proud record of 
public service. ■ a proud [=large and impressive] castle 

5 literary, of an animal : having a lot of strength and spirit ■ a 
proud horse/stallion 

do (someone) proud : to give someone a reason to feel 
proud ■ It did me proud [=made me feel proud] to watch 
her graduate from college. • She did her family proud by 
standing up for her beliefs. ■ His performance in the game 
did us (all) proud. ■ She did herself proud. [=she did well; 
she did something that she can be proud of] 

— prouddy adv ■ The new citizen was standing proudly and 
happily with his family. ■ He spoke proudly of his son’s 
achievements. ■ She proudly showed off her awards. ■ The 
building stands proudly on a hillside. 

prove /*pru:v/ verb proves; proved; proved or chiefly US 
prov-en /'pruivsn/; proving 

1 [+ obj] : to show the existence, truth, or correctness of 
(something) by using evidence, logic, etc. ■ The charges 
against him were never proved in court. ■ The government 
failed to prove its case. ■ We have evidence that will prove his 
guilt. = We have evidence that will prove that he is guilty. ■ It 
could not be proven that the suspect stole the money. ■ A per¬ 
son who is charged with a crime is considered innocent until 
proved/proven guilty. ■ mathematicians trying to prove a theo¬ 
rem ■ He climbed the mountain just to prove [=show\ (that) 
he could. ■ What are you trying to prove by behaving so reck¬ 
lessly? [=why are you behaving so recklessly?] ■ I’ve accom¬ 
plished everything I wanted to; I’ve got nothing left to prove. 
[=1 do not have to do anything more to show that I am skill¬ 
ful, successful, etc.] ■ He’s willing to do almost anything to 
prove a point [=to show that he is right about something] ■ 
To prove her point she got out the old research. — opposite 

DISPROVE 

2 [+ obj] : to show that (someone or something) has a partic¬ 
ular quality, ability, etc. ■ We have evidence that will prove 
him (to be) guilty. [=that will prove that he is guilty] ■ The 
tests proved the vaccine to be effective. ■ Her second album 
was a hit that proved her critics wrong. 

3 [linking verb \ : to turn out to be — used to say that some¬ 
thing or someone is eventually found to have a particular 
quality, ability, etc. ■ The new drug may prove (to be) benefi¬ 
cial/effective. ■ The vaccine has proven (to be) effective after 
years of tests. ■ It may prove difficult/impossible to do this. ■ 
The report of the war’s end proved (to be) false. ■ The book 
should prove helpful to many people. ■ The new system could 
prove to be as bad as the old one was. 

prove yourself : to show that you are able to do something 
or to succeed ■ She was eager to prove herself in her new 
job. ■ She has proven herself (to be) capable of excellent 
work. [=she has shown that she is capable of excellent 
work] 

— prov*able /'pruivabal/ adj • The case will not be easily 
provable. 

provenance /'prcuvanans/ noun, pi -nanoes formal 
: the origin or source of something [count] Has anyone 
traced the provenances of these paintings? ■ The saying has 
its provenance in [=comes from] Greek myth, [noncount] 
The artifact is of unknown provenance. 
prOV«en*der /'praivanday noun [noncount] old-fashioned 
: food ■ a supply of provender 


prov-erb /'pra:,va>b/ noun, pi -erbs [count] : a brief popular 
saying (such as “Tbo many cooks spoil the broth") that gives 
advice about how people should live or that expresses a be¬ 
lief that is generally thought to be true 
prO*ver«bi*al /pra'va'bijal/ adj 

1 : of, relating to, or resembling a proverb ■ proverbial wis¬ 
dom ■ a proverbial expression/phrase 

2 : commonly spoken of : widely known ■ the proverbial be¬ 
ginner’s luck ■ His generosity is proverbial. 

- pro-ver-bi-al-ly adv 

pro«vide /pra'vaid/ verb -vides; -vld*ed; -vid-ing 

1 [+ obj] a : to make (something) available : to supply 
(something that is wanted or needed) ■ The Web site provides 
information about local activities. ■ The curtains on the win¬ 
dows provide privacy. • The school provided new uniforms 
for the band. ," The goal is to provide health care to/for as 
many people as possible. ■ The store provides excellent ser¬ 
vice (to its customers). ■ Coffee and doughnuts will be pro¬ 
vided at the meeting, b : to give something wanted or need¬ 
ed to (someone or something) : to supply (someone or 
something) with something ■ The Web site provides users with 
information about local activities. ■ The school provided the 
band with new uniforms. ■ The store provides its customers 
with excellent service. ■ Workers were provided with gloves 
for protection. 

2 [+ obj] formal : to say that something will or should happen 
: to make it certain or possible that something will happen 
or be done ■ The contract provides that certain deadlines will 
be met. ■ The law provides that minors will be treated differ¬ 
ently from adults. 

3 [no obj] : to supply what is needed for someone to live ■ All 
we can do is work hard and trust that the Lord will provide, 
provide against [phrasal verb] provide against (something) 

: to do what is needed to prepare for (something bad that 
might happen) ■ We should store extra supplies now to pro¬ 
vide against a possible scarcity in the coming months. 
provide for [phrasal verb] 1 provide for (something) : to 
cause (something) to be available or to happen in the fu¬ 
ture ■ The contract provides for 10 paid holidays. • The 
grant provides for more research. ■ The law provides for the 
appointment of a new official. 2 provide for (something 
or someone) : to supply what is needed for (something or 
someone) ■ It’s hard to make enough money to provide for 
such a large family. ■ They agreed to provide for the child's 
education. 

provided coni ■ IF — used to say that one thing must hap¬ 
pen or be true in order for another thing to happen ■ You can 
make the change if you want, provided (that) the change 
makes sense. ■ You can still get health care, provided (that) 
you pay the cost yourself. 

Prov-i'dence /'praivadans/ noun [noncount] : God or fate 
thought of as the guide and protector of all human beings ■ 
He put his faith in divine Providence. 
prOV'i'dent /'prcr.vadant/ adj [more most ~] formal 
: careful about planning for the future and saving money for 
the future ■ provident people ■ a more provident policy 

- prov-i-denMy adv 

prov-i'deri'tial /,pra:v 3 'den[ 3 l/ adj [more most ~] for¬ 
mal : happening at a good time because of luck : lucky ■ 
We had made a providential escape. ■ It seemed providential 
that he should arrive at just that moment. 

- prov-i-den-tial-ly adv 

provider /pr 3 *vaid 0 >/ noun, pi -ders [count] 

1 : a group or company that provides a specified service ■ 
health-care providers ■ an Internet provider = a provider of In¬ 
ternet service 

2 : a person (such as a mother or father) who earns the mon¬ 
ey that is needed to support a family ■ She works hard and is 
a good provider. ■ He is the sole provider for his family. 

providing coni : IF — used to say that one thing must hap¬ 
pen or be true in order for another thing to happen ■ We can 
have a picnic tomorrow, providing [=as long as] it doesn’t 
rain. ■ Providing we have the money, we’ll travel to Europe, 
province /'prcuvsns/ noun, pi -inces 

1 [count]: any one of the large parts that some countries are 
divided into ■ the Canadian provinces 

2 [count] : a subject or area of interest that a person knows 
about or is involved in — usually singular ■ It’s a legal ques¬ 
tion that is/falls outside my province. [=it does not relate to 
the area that I know about] ■ That subject is the special prov¬ 
ince of this magazine. ■ Study in that area had once been the 
exclusive/sole province of academics. 
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3 the provinces : the parts of a country that are away from 
large cities • They left the city for life in the provinces. 
1 pro*vin*cial /pra'vmjal/ adj 

1 : of, relating to, or coming from a province ■ a provincial 
official ■ She speaks with a provincial accent. 

2 [more most ~] disapproving : not knowing or caring 
about people and events in other places : having narrow or 
limited concerns or interests ■ an artist who has been criti¬ 
cized for being provincial and old-fashioned ■ His provincial 
attitude was a source of irritation for her. ■ She is too provin¬ 
cial to try foreign foods. 

— pro-vin-cial-ism /pra'vmjajizdm/ noun, pi -isms disap¬ 
proving [noncount] He grew tired of the narrow provincial¬ 
ism of his hometown, [count] the prejudices and provin¬ 
cialisms of his hometown 

provincial noun, pi -cials [count] : a person who lives in or 
comes from a place that is far away from large cities — often 
used in a disapproving way to suggest that such a person has 
narrow or limited concerns or interests ■ an artist who has 
been dismissed as a provincial 
proving ground noun, pi ~ grounds [count] 

1 : a place where things or people are tested or tried out for 
the first time — often +for ■ The local racetrack became a 
proving ground for new jockeys. 

2 : a place where scientific testing is done 
1 prO'Vi-sion /pra'visan/ noun, pi -sions 

1 [noncount] : the act or process of supplying or providing 
something ■ They saw to the provision of transportation for 
the trip. [=they made sure that transportation was provided] 

2 : something that is done in advance to prepare for some¬ 
thing else [count] Provisions should be made for regular in¬ 
spections. ■ He made provisions to donate part of his fortune 
to charity after he died, [noncount] You should make provi¬ 
sion for emergencies. 

3 provisions [plural] : a supply of food and other things that 
are needed ■ I carried my provisions in one large backpack. ■ 
We brought enough provisions to last the entire trip. 

4 [count] : a condition that is included as part of an agree¬ 
ment or law ■ You can enroll in the book club with the provi¬ 
sion that you buy more books. [=you can enroll if you agree 
to buy more books] ■ Under the provisions of the contract, 
the work must be completed in two months. 

2 provision verb -sions; -sioned; -sion-ing [+ obj] : to 
supply (someone or something) with provisions and especial¬ 
ly with food ■ They stopped to provision the ship. 
pro-vi-sion«al /pra'visanl/ adj [more most ~] : existing 
or accepted for the present time but likely to be changed 
: temporary ■ a provisional government ■ provisional ar¬ 
rangements ■ The government has given provisional approval 
for the use of the new drug. 

— pro-vi*sion*aMy adv ■ The government has provisionally 
approved the use of the new drug. 

provisional licence noun, pi ~ -cences [count] Brit 

: LEARNER’S PERMIT 

pro*vi*SO /pro'vaizou/ noun, pi -SOS [count] : a condition 
that must be accepted in order for someone to agree to do 
something ■ He accepted the job with one proviso: he would 
work alone. 

prov- 0 *ca*tion ^praiva'keijan/ noun, pi -tions : an action 
or occurrence that causes someone to become angry or to 
begin to do something [count] He can turn violent at the 
least/slightest/smallest provocation. ■ Her calmness in the 
face of repeated provocations impressed her friends, [non¬ 
count] With hardly any provocation, the crowd began to 
chant. 

pro*VOC*a*tive /pra'vaikativ/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : causing discussion, thought, argument, etc. ■ a thoughtful 
and provocative book/essay/idea ■ provocative comments ■ It 
was one of his more provocative suggestions. ■ an intentional¬ 
ly provocative style 

2 : causing sexual feelings or excitement : sexy ■ She was 
wearing a very provocative outfit. 

— pro-voc*a*tive-ly adv • a provocatively thoughtful work ■ 
She was dressed provocatively. 

pro-voke /pra'vouk/ verb -vokes; -voked: -vok-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 : to cause the occurrence of (a feeling or action) : to make 
(something) happen ■ His remarks provoked both tears and 
laughter. ■ His insults were intended to provoke start ] a 
fight. • The results of the election have provoked [=, generated] 
a lot of discussion. ■ ideas that are likely to provoke [stimu¬ 
late] change 


2 : to cause (a person or animal) to become angry, violent, 
etc. • He just says those things because he’s trying to provoke 
you. • The animal will not attack unless it is provoked. — 
sometimes + into ■ He was provoked into a violent reaction by 
their taunts. 

pro*VOSt /'prou,voust, Brit 'piovast/ noun, pi -vosts [count] 

1 US : an official of high rank at a university 

2 Brit : the head of a college at a university 

3 : the head of a Scottish town 

prow /'prau/ noun, pi prows [count] : the front of a ship 
proW*ess /'prawas/ noun [noncount] : great ability or skill ■ 
He is known for his prowess on the football field. ■ athletic/ 
physical/technical prowess ■ their naval and military prowess 
1 prowl /'prawal /verb prowls; prowled; prowl-ing 

1 of an animal : to move quietly through an area while hunt¬ 
ing [no obj] a tiger prowling in the jungle ■ wolves prowling in 
packs [+ obj] He moved like a tiger prowling the jungle. 

2 : to move through a place or area especially while search¬ 
ing for something often in a quiet or secret way [+ obj] The 
police were prowling the streets in their patrol cars. ■ He 
liked to prowl the streets late at night. ■ I prowled the store 
looking for sales, [no obj] I prowled through the store look¬ 
ing for sales. 

2 prowl noun [singular] : an act of moving through a place 
while searching for something : an act of prowling ■ a prowl 
through the bookshop 

on the prowl: searching for something often in a quiet or 
secret way ■ My cat was on the prowl. [=my cat was prowl¬ 
ing] ■ reporters on the prowl for a good story 
prowUer /'prawla 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who moves through an area in a quiet way in or¬ 
der to commit a crime ■ There were reports of a prowler in 
the neighborhood. 

2 : an animal that moves through an area while hunting or 
searching for food ■ Raccoons are night prowlers. 

prox-i-mate /'pra.ksamat/ adj, always used before a noun, 
foimal : coming or happening immediately before or after 
something in a way that shows a very close and direct rela¬ 
tionship ■ the proximate cause of the fire ■ the proximate re¬ 
sult 

prox»im«i»ty /prak'simati/ noun [noncount] : the state of 
being near ■ People are attracted to the area by the proximity 
[=neamess] of several beaches. — often + to ■ I like the prox¬ 
imity of the bus stop to my home. ■ The bus stop is located in 
close proximity to [smear to] my home. ■ family members 
who live in close proximity {to each other) 
proxy /'pra.ksi/ noun, pi proxies ' 

1 [count] : a person who is given the power or authority to 
do something (such as to vote) for someone else ■ Since 1 
wouldn’t be available to vote, 1 nominated him to act as my 
proxy. — often +for ■ He served as a proxy for his uncle. 

2 [noncount] : power or authority that is given to allow a 
person to act for someone else — usually used in the phrase 
by proxy ■ I voted by proxy. [=by giving another person the 
authority to vote for me] 

— proxy aclj, always used before a noun ■ a proxy vote 
prude /‘pru:d/ noun, pi prudes [count] disapproving : a per¬ 
son who is easily shocked or offended by things that do not 
shock or offend other people ■ He is too much of a prude to 
enjoy movies containing sex and violence. 

— prud-ish /'pru:diJV adj [more most ~] ■ She’s very 
prudish about sex. - prud-ish-ly adv - prud-ish-ness 
noun [noncount] 

pru-dence /'pruidans/ noun [noncount] : careful good judg¬ 
ment that allows someone to avoid danger or risks ■ act with 
ordinary/reasonable prudence ■ He always exercises pru¬ 
dence with his finances. 

pru*dent /'pruidnt/ adj [more most ~] : having or show¬ 
ing careful good judgment ■ He always listened to her pru¬ 
dent advice. • You made a prudent choice/decision. ■ She’s a 
prudent investor. — opposite imprudent 

— pru-dent-ly adv ■ The money was prudently invested. 
pru-den*tial /pru'denjal/ adj [more —7 most ~] formal + 

old-fashioned : having or showing careful good judgment 
: prudent ■ a prudential approach to managing money 

— pru-den-tial-ly adv 

prud-ery /'pruidari/ noun [noncounl] disapproving : the be¬ 
havior or thinking of people who are too easily shocked or 
offended : prudish behavior or attitudes ■ sexual prudery 
1 prune /'pru:n/ noun,pi prunes [count] : a dried plum that is 
often cooked before it is eaten ■ stewed prunes ■ prune juice 
2 prune verb prunes; pruned; prun-ing [+ obj] 
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1 : to cut off some of the branches of (a tree or bush) so that 
it will grow better or look better ■ She carefully pruned the 
hedge. ■ Those trees need to be pruned every year. — often + 
back ■ You should prune back the unwanted branches. 

2 : to reduce (something) by removing parts that are not 
necessary or wanted ■ The students were asked to prune their 
essays. ■ The budget needs to be pruned. 

— pruning noun [noncount\ ■ The bushes need pruning. 
prun-er noun, pi -ers 

1 [count] : a person who prunes something ■ She’s a skillful 
pruner. 

2 pruners [plural] US : pruning shears 

pruning shears noun [plural ] US : a garden tool that is 
used for cutting off the branches of trees and bushes ■ a pair 
of pruning shears — called also (US) pruners, (Brit) secateurs-, 
see picture at gardening 

pru-ri-ent /'prarijant/ adj [more most —\ formal + usually 
disapproving : having or showing too much interest in sex ■ 
He took a prurient interest in her personal life. ■ a book that 
appealed to the prurient curiosity of its readers 

— pru-ri-ence /'prarijans/ noun [noncount] — pru«ri»ent«ly 
adv 

prus*sic acid /'prASik-/ noun [noncount] : a very poison¬ 
ous acid 

1 pry /'prai/ verb pries; pried; pry-ing [no obj] : to try to find 
out about other people’s private lives 1 I was curious, but I 
didn’t want to pry. — usually + into • He claims that the gov¬ 
ernment is improperly prying into his affairs. ■ They were try¬ 
ing to pry into my past. — compare 2 pry 

2 pry verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition pries; 
pried; prying [+ obj] US : to raise, move, or open (some¬ 
thing) with a tool ■ pry off a tight lid ■ pry up a floorboard ■ 
They pried open the door with a crowbar. — often used figu¬ 
ratively ■ I couldn’t pry the secret out of her. [=1 couldn’t get 
her to reveal the secret] — compare ‘pry 
prying adj [more most ~] : trying to find out about other 
people’s private lives ■ She tried to escape the prying eyes of 
her neighbors. ■ prying questions 
PS abbr 1 postscript — used to introduce an added com¬ 
ment that comes after your name at the end of a letter 2 US 
public school 

psalm /'scum/ noun, pi psalms [count] : a song or poem 
used in worship and especially one from the Bible 
psalnvist /'saimist/ noun, pi -ists [count] : a writer of 
psalms 

psabter /'sailta-/ noun, pi -ters [count] : a book that con¬ 
tains a collection of psalms for worship 
pseud /'su:d/ noun, pi pseuds [count] Brit, informal + dis¬ 
approving : a person who pretends to have a lot of knowl¬ 
edge : pseudo-intellectual « a pompous pseud 
pseud-* or pseudo- combining form : not real : fake ■ 
pseudonym ■ pseudo-intellectual 
pseU'dO /'su:dou/ adj, always used before a noun, chiefly US 
: not real or genuine : fake ■ a pseudo event 
pseu*dO-in*teMeC-tU-al /.suidou^nta'lektfawal/ noun, 
pi -a Is [count] disapproving : a person who wants to be 
thought of as having a lot of intelligence and knowledge but 
who is not really intelligent or knowledgeable • She thinks 
her classmates are just a bunch of pseudo-intellectuals. 

— psuedo-intellectual adj 

pseu«do*nym /'su:da,nim/ noun, pi -nyms [count] : a 
name that someone (such as a writer) uses instead of his or 
her real name ■ Mark Twain is the pseudonym of the Ameri¬ 
can writer Samuel L. Clemens. ■ She preferred to write under 
a pseudonym. [=using a false name instead of her real name] 

— compare 2 alias 

— pseu*don-y*mous /su'dainamas/ adj ■ a pseudonymous 
author 

psi abbr pounds per square inch 

ps0*ri«a>sis /sa'rajasas/ noun [noncount] medical : a skin 
disease that causes areas of your skin to become red and 
rough and to fall off 

pSSt /'pst/ interj — used to get someone’s attention ■ Psstl I’m 
over here. 

1 psych /'saik/ verb psychs; psyched; psych-ing [+ obj] 
informal : to make (yourself or another person) mentally 
ready to perform or compete ■ He was trying to psych him¬ 
self before the race. — usually + up ■ He was trying to psych 
himself up before the race. — see also psyched 
psych out [phrasal verb] psych (someone) out or psych out 
(someone) informal : to make (someone) feel nervous or 


unable to perform well : to say or do something to make 
(someone) feel uncomfortable or less confident ■ She has a 
way of psyching out the competition. ■ He was trying to 
psych me out by reminding me of the last time he beat me. 

2 psych abbr psychology 

psy-che /'saiki/ noun, pi psy-ches [count] formal : the 
soul, mind, or personality of a person or group • some hid¬ 
den comer within your psyche • the female/male/human 
psyche ■ the nation’s psyche 

psyched /'saikt/ adj [more most ~] informal : very eager, 
ready, or excited about something ■ Are you psyched for this 
party? ■ I’m so psyched about my vacation! 
psy-che*de-lia /,saika'di:lja/ noun [noncount] : the art, 
music, style of living, etc., that is associated with psychedelic 
drugs and especially with the time in the 1960s when many 
people were using psychedelic drugs ■ the tie-dyed fashions 
of psychedelia ■ music ranging from jazz to disco to ’60s psy¬ 
chedelia 

1 psy*che*del«ic /,saika'dclik/ adj 

la — used to describe a drug (such as LSD) that affects 
your thinking and causes you to see things that are not real ■ 
psychedelic drugs b ; caused by the use of psychedelic 
drugs ■ a psychedelic experience ■ psychedelic visions 
2 : suggesting the effects of psychedelic drugs by having 
bright colors, strange sounds, etc. ■ hippies wearing psyche¬ 
delic clothing ■ psychedelic color schemes ■ psychedelic dance 
music • strange psychedelic images 

— psy»che-del-i-caMy /,saika'dclikli/ adv 

2 psychedelic noun, pi -ics [count] : a psychedelic drug 

(such as LSD) 

psy*chi*a«trist /sai'kajatnst/ noun, pi -trists [count] : a 
doctor who treats mental or emotional disorders : a doctor 
of psychiatry 

psy-chi-a-try /sai'kajatri/ noun [noncount] : a branch of 
medicine that deals with mental or emotional disorders 

— psy-chi-at-ric /,saiki'£etnk/ adj ■ a psychiatric clinic/hos¬ 
pital ■ psychiatric ailments 

1 psy*ChiC /'saikik/ adj 

1 a also psy-chi-ca! /'saikikal/ — used to describe strange 
mental powers and abilities (such as the ability to predict the 
future, to know what other people are thinking, or to receive 
messages from dead people) that cannot be explained by nat¬ 
ural laws ■ people with psychic abilities/powers • reports of 
psychic phenomena b of a person : having strange and un¬ 
natural mental abilites : having psychic powers ■ She claims 
to be psychic. ■ (humorous) ‘‘How did you know that would 
happen?” “I’m psychic." 

2 also psychical : of or relating to the mind ■ suffered psy¬ 
chic disturbances ■ psychic disorders 

— psy-chi-cal-ly /'saikikli/ adv 

2 psychic noun, pi -chics [count] : a person who has strange 
mental powers and abilities (such as the ability to predict the 
future, to know what other people are thinking, or to receive 
messages from dead people) : a person who has psychic 
powers ■ She claims to be a psychic. 
psy*ChO /'saikou/ noun, pi -chos [count] informal : a per¬ 
son who is mentally ill and often dangerous or violent: psy¬ 
chopath ■ He plays a drug-dealing psycho in the movie. 

— psycho adj ■ psycho creeps/killers ■ She can turn psycho 
at any minute. 

psy*ch0*anal-y-sis /,saikowa'n£elasas/ noun [noncount] 
: a method of explaining and treating mental and emotional 
problems by having the patient talk about dreams, feelings, 
memories, etc. ■ The doctor recommended psychoanalysis. 

— psy*cho.an-a-lyt-ic /,saikou,£ena'litik/ also psy-cho- 
an-a>lyt*i-cal /.saikou^na'litikal/ adj ■ psychoanalytic 
explanations of behavior ■ She studied psychoanalytic theo¬ 
ry. — psy-cho-an-a-lyt-i-caMy /.saikou.Eena'htikli/ adv 

psy-cho*an-a*lyst Asaikou'senalist/ noun, pi -lysts 
[count] : a doctor who helps people with mental and emo¬ 
tional problems by talking to them about their dreams, 
memories, etc. : a doctor who practices psychoanalysis 
psy«cho*an*a*lyze also Brit psy*cho»an«a*lyse /,sai- 
kou'£ena,laiz/ verb -lyz-es; -lyzed; -lyz-ing [+ obj] : to 
treat the mental and emotional problems of (a patient) by 
having the patient talk about dreams, feelings, memories, 
etc. : to treat (someone) by means of psychoanalysis 
psy*ChO*bab*ble /'saikou,b£ebal/ noun [noncount] infor¬ 
mal + disapproving : language that is used by people who talk 
about mental and emotional problems and that is seen as sil¬ 
ly or meaningless : psychological jargon ■ a popular book 
filled with the usual psychobabble 




psychological • publican 


1304 


psy*cho-log-i*cal /.saika'laicfeikal/ also US psy-cho- 
log-ic /isaika'la.cfeik/ adj 

1 : of or relating to the mind : MENTAL ■ psychological an¬ 
guish ■ psychological disorders ■ a psychological rather than a 
physical condition • emotional and psychological states 

2 : of or relating to the study of the mind : of or relating to 
psychology ■ psychological analysis/research/tests • a psycho¬ 
logical clinic 

psychological warfare : things that are done to make 
someone (such as an enemy or opponent) become less 
confident or to feel hopeless, afraid, etc. • The army used 
radio broadcasts into enemy territory as a form of psycho¬ 
logical warfare. 

— psy-cho-log-i-caMy /,saik 3 'la:cfeikli/ adv ■ a psychologi¬ 
cally healthy person • The abuse left him psychologically 
scarred. 

psy«chol*0*gist /sai'ka.lacfeist/ noun, pi -gists [count] : a 
scientist who specializes in the study and treatment of the 
mind and behavior : a specialist in psychology 
PSY«chol«Q*gv /sai'kailacfci/ noun, pi -gies 

1 [noncount] : the science or study of the mind and behavior 

• She studied psychology in college. 

2 : the way a person or group thinks [noncount] the psychol¬ 
ogy of an athlete • mob psychology ■ the psychology of crowd 
behavior [count] We need to understand the psychologies of 
the two people involved in the incident. 

— see also REVERSE PSYCHOLOGY 

psy*cho«path /'saika.pteG/ noun, pi -paths [count ]: a per¬ 
son who is mentally ill, who does not care about other peo¬ 
ple, and who is usually dangerous or violent ■ a murderous 
psychopath 

— psy-cho-path-ic /.saika'peeGik/ adj ■ violent and psycho¬ 
pathic behavior ■ a psychopathic murderer 

psy-cho-sis /sai'kousas/ noun, pi -cho*ses /-'kou,si:z/ 
[count, noncount] : a very serious mental illness that makes 
you behave strangely or believe things that are not true ■ The 
patient suffers from some kind of psychosis. 
psy*Cho*SO*ma*tiC /,saikous 3 'm£etik/ adj : caused by 
mental or emotional problems rather than by physical illness 

• The doctor told her that her stomach problems were psy¬ 
chosomatic. ■ psychosomatic disorders/illness/symptoms 

— psy*cho-so-mat*i«caMy /.saikousa'mjetikli/ adv 
psy*cho*ther*a*py /.saikoi^Gerapi/ noun, pi -pies [count, 

noncount] : treatment of mental or emotional illness by talk¬ 
ing about problems rather than by using medicine or drugs ■ 
the benefits of psychotherapy 

— psy-cho-ther-a-pist Asaikou'Gerapist/ noun, pi -pists 
[count] ■ a trained psychotherapist 

1 psy-chot-ic /sai'kcr.tik/ adj having or relating to a very se¬ 
rious mental illness that makes you act strangely or believe 
things that are not true : relating to or suffering from psy¬ 
chosis • psychotic behavior/symptoms • psychotic patients • 
He was diagnosed as psychotic. 

— psy-chot-i-caMy /sai'ka:tikli/ adv 

2 psychotic noun, pi -ics [count] : a person who suffers from 
a very serious mental illness : a psychotic person ■ His father 
is a psychotic. 

psy*Cho*tro*piC /.saika'troupik/ adj, technical : having an 
effect on how the mind works ■ psychotropic drugs 
Pt or Pt abbr 1 part ■ Add 1 pt gin. ■ Shakespeare’s Henry IV, 
Pt 1 2 pint ■ 2 qts, 1 pt 3 pt. or Pt. point ■ Score 1 pt. per 
question for a maximum score of 20 pts. • Our address is 47 
Sunfish Pt. 4 Pt. port • Pt. Royale 
PT abbr 1 part-time ■ typist position, PT 2 US physical 
therapist; physical therapy • My PT told me not to overdo it. 
■ a course of PT after the injury 3 Brit physical training 
PTA abbr Parent-Teacher Association ■ He joined the PTA. • a 
PTA meeting 

Pte abbr, Brit private • Pte Daniel Kyle 
ptero-dac-tyl /,ter 3 *d£ekt]/ noun, pi -tyls [count] : a large 
flying animal that lived long ago when dinosaurs were alive 
PTO abbr 1 US Parent-Teacher Organization • The PTO is 
raising money for a new playground. ■ a PTO meeting 2 
chiefly Brit please turn over PTO is written on the bottom 
of a page to tell the reader to continue reading on the back 
of that page. 

PTSD abbr post-traumatic stress disorder 
Pty abbr, Brit proprietary 4- Pty is used after the names of 
companies in Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa. • 
Laura Russ Yachts, Pty Ltd 

pub Pp\b/ noun, pi pubs [count] : a building or room espe¬ 


cially in Britain or Ireland where alcoholic drinks and often 
food are served • We ate at a lot of good pubs on our trip to 
England last summer. • an Irish pub 
pub. abbr published; publisher; publishing ■ a rare first ed., 
pub. 1841 ■ the Kavanagh Pub. Co. 
pub crawl noun, pi — • crawls [count] informal : a visit to 
several or many pubs or bars in one night ■ She invited me to 
join them on a pub crawl. 

pu-ber*ty /'pjurba'ti/ noun [noncount] : the period of life 
when a person’s sexual organs mature and he or she be¬ 
comes able to have children • He reached/entered puberty 
later than most of his classmates. 
pu-bes*cent /pju'besnt/ adj ‘ beginning to physically de¬ 
velop into an adult : having reached puberty • pubescent 
boys/girls 

pU-biC /'pjuibik/ adj, always used before a noun : of, relating 
to, or near the sexual organs ■ pubic hair ■ the pubic bone 
1 PUb»liC /'pAbhk/ adj 

1 always used before a noun : of, relating to, or affecting all 
or most of the people of a country, state, etc. • public opinion 

• Public outrage over the scandal eventually forced him to 
resign. • The ads are intended to increase public awareness of 
the risks of smoking. ■ a study of public policy government 
policies that affect the whole population] ■ He is the director 
of public affairs. [=his work involves events, activities, etc., 
that a company does for the public] 

2 always used before a noun a : of, relating to, paid for by, 
or working for a government ■ She was elected to a public of¬ 
fice. ■ public spending/funding ■ public education/housing • a 
public corporation ■ a public prosecutor/officer ■ He was in 
Congress for many years but he recently retired from public 
life, b : supported by money from the government and 
from private contributors rather than by commercials ■ pub¬ 
lic television/radio 

3 a : able to be used by anyone : open or available to people 
in general rather than to just a few people ■ a public library/ 
restroom/telephone/beach ■ public property ■ They decided 
on a nearby restaurant as a convenient public place to meet. 

• The government has allowed public access to the docu¬ 
ments. ■ The city council is holding a public meeting, b 
: able to be seen or heard by many people ■ This will be her 
first public performance in five years. • a public apology ■ Her 
trial will be public. 

4 : known to many people ■ As a celebrity, she is trying to 
keep her private life separate from her public life. • The scan¬ 
dal ruined his public image. [=the scandal caused many peo¬ 
ple to change their opinion of him from good to bad] • a pub¬ 
lic figure [=a well-known person] • The results of the study 
have been made public. [=have been announced, published, 
etc., so that they are generally known] 

5 : offering shares or stock that can be traded on the open 
market • a public corporation/company — opposite pri¬ 
vate; see also initial public offering 

go public 1 : to make something known to many people 
: to make something generally known by announcing it, 
publishing it, etc. ■ He went public with his research. 2 : to 
offer shares or stock that can be freely traded on the open 
market ■ The company plans to go public, 
in the public eye see ‘eye 
public knowledge see knowledge 
2 publlC noun [singular] 

1 the public : the people of a country, state, etc. ■ the Amer¬ 
ican public • The beach is open to the public. • ( US) The pub¬ 
lic is angry with the President = (Brit) The public are angry 
with the President. ■ The general public is in favor of the law. 

■ Members of the public called for the mayor’s resignation. 

2 : a group of people who have a shared interest, quality, etc. 

■ He has once again won the approval of his public [=his sup¬ 
porters/fans] with his latest movie. • the reading public 
[=people who read a lot; people who enjoy reading] 

in public : in a place where you can be seen by many people 
: in a public place ■ They were seen kissing in public. • The 
former actress is now rarely seen in public. 
public access noun [noncount] chiefly US : a television 
channel on which any person can broadcast a program • The 
city council meeting will be broadcast on public access. — 
often used before another noun • public access television ■ a 
public access channel 

public address system noun, pi ~ -terns [count ]: 2 pa 
i 

pub-li-can /■pAblikan/ noun, pi -cans [count] Brit, formul 
: someone who owns or manages a pub 
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public assistance noun [ noncount J US : money that the 
government gives to people who are poor, old, or disabled • 
Our family had to go on public assistance [=receive money 
from the government] when my parents lost their jobs. 
PUb«li*Ca*tion /jPAbla'keiJan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [ noncount ]: the act or process of producing a book, maga¬ 
zine, etc., and making it available to the public • The compa¬ 
ny specializes in the publication of dictionaries. • the book’s 
date of publication = the book’s publication date [=the date 
when the book was published] ■ My novel has been accepted 
for publication. [=my book will be published and sold to the 
public] 

2 [count] : a book, magazine, etc., that has been printed and 
made available to the public • She has a very impressive list 
of publications. ■ a scholarly/scientific publication 

3 [ noncount ] : the act of printing something (such as an arti¬ 
cle or photograph) in a magazine, newspaper, etc. — often + 
of ■ the publication of a photo ■ The publication of their find¬ 
ings created an immediate controversy. 

public convenience noun, pi ~ -niences [count] Brit, 
formal : a room in a public place with a sink and toilet 

: RESTROOM 

public defender noun, pi <—• -ers [count] US : a lawyer 
who is paid by the government to defend people who are ac¬ 
cused of a crime and are unable to pay for a private lawyer 

public domain noun 

the public domain 1 : the state of something that is not 
owned by a particular person or company and is available 
for anyone to use ■ The software has entered the public do¬ 
main. ■ The software is in the public domain. 2 US : land 
that is owned by the government ■ The forests are part of 
the public domain. 

— public domain adj ■ public domain software ■ The soft¬ 
ware became public domain. ■ The forests are public do¬ 
main. 

public health noun [noncount] 

1 : the health of people in general • a disease that poses a se¬ 
rious threat to public health 

2 US : the science of caring for the people of a community 
by giving them basic health care and health information, im¬ 
proving living conditions, etc. ■ She got her degree in public 
health. • Public health officials warned of an influenza out¬ 
break. 

public house noun, pi ~ houses [count] Brit, formal 
: pub 

pub*li«cist /'pAblasist/ noun, pi -cists [count] : a person 
whose job is to give information about an important or fa¬ 
mous person or organization to news reporters ■ The actor’s 
publicist [=press agent] declined to comment. 
pub«lic*i*ty /pa'blisati/ noun [noncount] 

1 : something that attracts the attention of the public ■ His 
public appearances are good publicity for the new movie. • 
An arrest for drunk driving is bad publicity for any celebrity. 

2 : attention that is given to someone or something by news¬ 
papers, magazines, television news programs, etc. ■ The film 
has gotten some good/bad publicity. • She has received a lot 
of publicity for her latest novel. 

3 : the activity or business of getting people to give attention 
to someone or something ■ The studio spent a lot of money 
on publicity for the movie. ■ Her antics on the show were just 
a publicity stunt. [=something done just to get publicity] 

pub*li*cize also Brit pub-li*cise /'pAbla.saiz/ verb -cizes; 
-cized; -cizdng [+ obj]: to cause (something) to be publicly 
known : to give information about (something) to the public 
■ The company neglected to publicize the side effects of the 
new drug. ■ He is busy publicizing [=promoting] his book. ■ a 
highly publicized murder trial 

public land noun, pi <—• lands US : land that is owned and 
taken care of by the government [count] the management of 
public lands [noncount] The government will auction off 20 
parcels of public land. 

pub«lic*ly /'pAblikli/ adv 

1 a [more most ~] : in a way that is meant be heard or 
seen by many people ■ He publicly announced his resigna¬ 
tion. = He announced his resignation publicly. ■ She very 
publicly acknowledged/admitted her mistake, b : in a way 
that can be used, seen, bought, etc., by anyone ■ The infor¬ 
mation is publicly available/accessible. ■ a publicly traded 
stock [=a stock that the general public can buy or sell] ■ a 
publicly owned company [=a company that is owned by the 
people who own its stock; a company that anyone can buy a 
share of] 


2 : by a government ■ publicly funded research • publicly 
owned land 

3 : by all or most of the people of a country, state, etc. ■ The 
policies have been publicly approved. 

public relations noun 

1 [noncount] : the activity or job of providing information 
about a particular person or organization to the public so 
that people will regard that person or organization in a fa¬ 
vorable way • He is very experienced in public relations. ■ a 
public relations firm — called also PR 

2 [plural] : the relationship between an organization and the 
public • Sponsoring community events is always good for 
public relations. — called also PR 

public school noun, pi ~ schools [count, noncount] 

1 US : a school that gets money from and is controlled by a 
local government ■ Both of their sons attend public school. 

2 Brit : a private school that prepares students for college or 
for public service 

public Sector noun [singular] : the part of an economy 
which is controlled or owned by the government ■ She has a 
job in the public sector. — compare private sector 
public Servant noun, pi ~ -vants [count] : a government 
official or employee 
public service noun, pi ~ -vices 

1 [count, noncount] : the business of supplying something 
(such as electricity, gas, or transportation) to the members of 
a community • The cost of public services is on the rise. 

2 : something that is done to help people rather than to 
make a profit [count] The station is running antismoking 
commercials as a public service, [noncount] The company is 
heavily involved in public service. ■ The TV station showed a 
public service announcement [=an announcement made for 
the good of the public] on drunk driving. 

3 [noncount] : work that someone does as part of a govern¬ 
ment : the work done by public servants ■ He works in public 
service. ■ She has devoted her life to public service. 

public Speaking noun [noncount] : the act or skill of 
speaking to a usually large group of people ■ He has a fear of 
public speaking. ■ She has a gift for public speaking. • a book 
on public speaking 

— public speaker noun, pi <-*- -ers [count] ■ She’s a gifted 
public speaker. 

public-spirited adj [more most ~] somewhat formal 
: having or showing a desire to help other people ■ a public- 
spirited person/act 

public transit noun [noncount] US : mass transit 
public utility noun, pi ~ -ties [count] : a company (such as 
an electric company) that provides a public service and must 
follow special rules made by the government 
public works noun [plural] : buildings and structures 
(such as schools, highways, and docks) that are built and 
owned by a government 

publish /'pAbhr/ verb -lish-es; -lished; -lish-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to prepare and produce (a book, magazine, etc.) 
for sale • It’s a small company that only publishes about four 
books a year. ■ The university press publishes academic titles. 
■ The newspaper is published daily. 

2 : to have something you wrote included in a book, maga¬ 
zine, newspaper, etc. [no obj] There is a lot of pressure for 
professors to publish regularly. [+ obj] He has not published 
anything for a long time. 

3 [+ obj] : to include (an article, letter, photograph, etc.) in a 
magazine or newspaper • The magazine published two of my 
stories. 

4 [+ obj] formal: to make (something) known to many peo¬ 
ple : to make a public announcement of (something) ■ The 
committee plans on publishing their findings. 

— pub-lish-able /'pAbliJabal/ adj [more most ~] ■ My 
professor said that my essay is publishable. ■ a publishable 
quote 

publish*er /'pAbli/ay noun, pi -ers [count] : a person or 
company that produces books, magazines, etc. ■ He submit¬ 
ted the manuscript to publishers of children’s books, 
pub-lish-ing /'pAbliJir)/ noun [noncount] : the business of 
producing books, magazines, etc., to sell to the public ■ He 
was hoping to get a job in publishing after college. ■ Her sister 
works for a well-known publishing company/house, 
puck /'pAk/ noun, pi pucks [count] : the small, hard, rubber 
object that is used in ice hockey ■ a hockey puck 
puck*er /'pAk^/ verb -ers; -ered; -er»ing : to pull the sides 
of (something, such as skin or cloth) together so that folds or 
wrinkles are formed [+ obj] He puckered his lips [=he 
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squeezed his lips together in the way people do when they 
are going to kiss someone] and kissed her on the cheek, [no 
obj ] His skin puckered a little around the scar. ■ She puckered 
up [=puckered her lips] and gave him a big smooch. 

— puckered adj ■ a puckered seam ■ his puckered [=wrinkled\ 
face/skin 

puckish /'pAkif/ adj [more most ~ ] literary : having or 
showing a desire to cause trouble in a playful or harmless 
way : mischievous ■ He had a puckish smile/look on his 
face. 

pud /'pud/ noun, pi puds [count, noncount\ Brit, informal 
: pudding ■ What’s for pud ? ■ a steak and kidney pud 
pud*ding /'pudiQ/ noun, pi -dings [count, noncount ] 

1 US : a thick, sweet, soft, and creamy food that is usually 
eaten cold at the end of a meal ■ chocolate/vanilla/butter¬ 
scotch pudding 

2 : a sweet, soft food that is made of rice, bread, etc. ■ rice/ 
bread pudding • tapioca pudding 

3 Brit : dessert ■ What’s for pudding ? 

4 Brit : a hot dish like a pie that has a mixture of meat or 
vegetables inside of it ■ steak and kidney pudding 

the proof is In the pudding also the proof of the pudding 
is in the eating — used to say that you can only know if 
something is good or bad by trying it 

- see also black pudding, Christmas pudding, pease 
PUDDING, PLUM PUDDING 

pud-dle /'pAdl/ noun, pi pud*dles [count ]: a small amount 
of water, mud, etc., on the ground ■ She accidentally stepped 
in a puddle and got her shoes wet. ■ After the storm, the road 
was covered in deep puddles. 

pu-den-dum /pju'dendam/ noun, pi -dervda /-'denda/ 
[count] technical : the sexual organs on the outside of a per¬ 
son’s body — used especially to refer to a woman’s sexual 
organs; usually plural ■ the female pudenda 
pudgy /'pAtfei/ adj pudg-i-er; -est [also more most ~] in¬ 
formal : somewhat fat ■ The baby wrapped its pudgy 
[=plump, C Brit ) podgy ] little hand around my finger. ■ a pudgy 
little man 

pueb-lo /'pwcblou/ noun, pi -los 

1 [count] : a group of Native American homes that have flat 
roofs and that were used in the past in the southwestern U.S. 

2 Pueblo [count, noncount] : a member of any of several 
groups of Native Americans from the southwestern U.S. 

pu-er*ile /'pjaral/ adj [more most ~] formal + disapprov¬ 
ing : silly or childish especially in a way that shows a lack of 
seriousness or good judgment ■ a puerile comedy ■ puerile be¬ 
havior 

1 puff /'pAf/ verb puffs; puffed; pufMng 

1 : to breathe smoke from a cigarette, pipe, etc., in and out 
of the lungs [no obj] She sat on the porch puffing on a ciga¬ 
rette. ■ The men spent the evening puffing (away) at cigars. 
[+ obj\ He puffed [=smoked] a pipe. 

2 a : to produce or send out small clouds of smoke or steam 
[+ obj] He puffed [-blew] smoke into my face. ■ The chimney 
puffed white smoke into the sky. [no obj] Steam puffed (out) 
from the pot. b always followed by an adverb or preposition 
[no obj] : to move in a particular direction while producing 
clouds of steam or smoke ■ We watched the train puff away 
on its journey west. 

3 [no obj] informal a : to breathe loudly especially because 
of hard physical activity ■ He was puffing and panting from 
running, b always followed by an adverb or preposition : to 
move or do something while breathing loudly ■ The bikers 
puffed up the hill. 

4 a [no obj] : to become larger and rounder than normal — 
usually + up ■ Her face puffed up swelled] from an allergic 
reaction to the almonds. ■ The cake puffed z#> as it baked in 
the oven, b [+ obj] : to make (something) larger and round¬ 
er than normal ■ He puffed his chest and swaggered into the 
room. — usually + up • The frog puffed itself up. ■ He puffed 
up his chest and swaggered into the room. 

huff and puff see j huff 

puff out [phrasal verb] puff (something) out or puff out 
(something) : to make (something) larger and rounder by 
filling it with air ■ She puffed out her cheeks, made a wish, 
and blew out the candles on her cake. • A gust of wind 
puffed out the boat’s sails. 

puff (up) with pride When you puff (up) with pride or 
when you are puffed (up) with pride , you are very proud 
and stand or sit up straighter because of it. ■ When his 
daughter’s name was announced as the winner, he puffed 
up with pride. 


— puffed adj ■ The baby wore an adorable little dress with 
puffed sleeves. [=sleeves made so that they puff out] 

2 puff noun, pi puffs 

1 [count] : an act of breathing something (such as smoke or 
medicine) into your lungs ■ He let me have a puff off his pipe. 
■ She took two puffs on her inhaler before going for a run. 

2 [count] : a movement of gas, smoke, or air that can be seen 
or felt ■ She blew out the candles in a single puff '. [=an out¬ 
ward breath of air] — usually + of • The magician disap¬ 
peared in a puff of smoke. ■ We saw puffs of smoke billowing 
from the chimney. ■ A sudden puff of cold air hit the back of 
my neck. 

3 [count] : a light, round pastry that contains a sweet filling ■ 
puffs filled with cream cheese and apricot jam — see also 
cream puff 

4 Brit, informal + disapproving : speech or writing that prais¬ 
es someone or something too much [noncount] The story 
was just a lot of public relations puff, [count] The story was 
just a PR puff . [=(chieffy US) puff piece] 

5 [noncount] Brit, informal : breath 1 ■ Halfway up the hill, 
I was already out of puff. 

— see also powder puff 

puff«er noun, pi -ers [count] : a type of poisonous 

fish that can inflate its body with air so that it forms a ball — 
called also puffer fish 

puf-fin /'pAfan/ noun, pi -fins [count] : a black-and-white 
seabird that lives in the north Atlantic and has a large, color¬ 
ful bill 

puff pastry noun [noncount] : dough that is made of thin 
layers that puff up during baking 
puff piece noun, pi ~ pieces [count] chiefly US, informal + 
disapproving : a story, news report, etc., that praises some¬ 
one or something too much ■ The story was just another puff 
piece to help the mayor get reelected, 
puffy /'pAfi/ adj puff-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : larger than normal : swollen ■ When I first wake up in 
the morning, my eyes are puffy. 

2 : soft and light • puffy clouds ■ puffy, white hair 

— puff-i-ness /'pAfinas/ noun [noncount] 

pug /'pAg/ noun, pi pugs [count] : a small dog that has short 
fur, a tightly curled tail, and a wide wrinkled face — see pic¬ 
ture at DOG 

pu*gi*list /'pjuicfeahst/ noun, pi -lists [count] old-fashioned 
+ somewhat formal : a professional boxer ■ a talented pugilist 

— pu-gi-lism /'pju-.cfea.lizam/ noun [noncount] • He made a 
career out of pugilism. — pu*gi*lis*tic /.pjuicfca'listik/ adj 
■ a pugilistic career 

pug«na-CiOUS /,pAg'neij3s/ adj [more most ~] formal 
: showing a readiness or desire to fight or argue ■ There’s one 
pugnacious member on the committee who won’t agree to 
anything. 

— pug-na-cious-ly adv - pug*nac*i*ty /.pAg'njesati/ 
noun [noncount] • a player who’s known for his pugnacity 

1 puke /'pju:k/ verb pukes; puked; puk’ing informal : to 
empty what is in your stomach through your mouth : vomit 
[no obj] I think I’m going to puke. [=throw up] ■ Her snobby 
attitude makes me (want to) puke. [=makes me sick; makes 
me very angry, annoyed, etc.] [+ obj] — usually + up • He 
puked up [=4hrew up] his breakfast. 

2 puke noun [noncount] informal : the food, liquid, etc., that 
comes out of your body through your mouth when you 
vomit : vomit ■ a puddle of dog puke 
puk-ka /'pAka/ adj, Brit, informal : very good ■ They assured 
us that everything’s pukka. [=OK] • a pukka meal 
Pu-lit«zer Prize /'pulatsa-/ noun, pi ^ Prizes [count ]: one 
of a number of prizes that are awarded in the U.S. each year 
for excellent work in writing, reporting, or music composi¬ 
tion — called also Pulitzer 
1 puil /'pul /verb pulls; pulled; pulMng 

1 : to hold onto and move (someone or something) in a par¬ 
ticular direction and especially toward yourself [+ obj] He 
pulled the door open and ran out. ■ The cat will scratch you 
if you keep pulling its tail. ■ Make a knot in the rope and pull 
it tight. ■ Pull the baby’s chair closer to the table. ■ She pulled 
the blanket over her head, [no obj] We tried pushing and 
pulling but couldn’t get the couch to move. ■ Grab the end of 
the rope and pull as hard as you can. 

2 [+ obj] : to remove (something) by gripping it and using 
force ■ We spent the morning in the garden pulling weeds. ■ I 
accidentally pulled one of the buttons off my shirt. ■ The 
dentist said I have to have two teeth pulled. [=extracted] ■ He 
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pulled the cork (out) and poured the wine. ■ He pulled the 
plug out of the socket. 

3 [+ obj] a : to cause (something you are holding or some¬ 
thing that is attached to you) to move with you as you go in a 
particular direction ■ Horses pull carriages around the park. • 
She was pulling a wagon behind her. b : to cause (some¬ 
thing) to move or be directed toward something ■ The colors 
pull [=draw] the eye toward the center of the painting. 

4 always followed by an adverb or preposition a [no obi ] of a 
car, train, etc. : to move from or to a particular place • The 
car pulled out of the driveway. ■ The train pulled into the sta¬ 
tion [=arrived at the station] right on time. • I made it to the 
bus stop just when the bus was pulling away/out. [=was leav¬ 
ing] b : to move a vehicle from or to a particular place [no 
obj} Look both ways before pulling out (into traffic). ■ It’s a 
tight squeeze, so be careful pulling in. ■ He pulled into the 
parking space. ■ We’ll have to pull off the highway. ■ She 
pulled away from the curb and into traffic. [+ obj] He slowly 
pulled the car into traffic. ■ Pull the car into the garage. 

5 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] of a car, 
wheel, etc. : to move to the left or right instead of straight 
ahead when traveling forward ■ I need to get the alignment 
of the car fixed because when I drive it pulls [^drifts] to the 
right/left. ■ The wheel pulls left. 

6 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to move (your 
body or a part of your body) in a particular direction or to a 
particular position [+ obj] She wore her hair pulled back in a 
ponytail. • At my age, it can be hard to pull yourself up from 
the couch. ■ I tried to grab his hand but he pulled it away. 
[no obj] When I leaned over to kiss her, she pulled away. 

7 [+ obj] : to move (a trigger, lever, etc.) in order to operate a 
device or machine ■ He pulled the trigger, but the gun didn’t 
fire. ■ She dropped in a quarter and pulled the slot machine’s 
lever. 

8 : to move a boat through water using oars : row [no obj] 
The crew pulled toward shore. [+ obj] The crew pulled the 
boat toward shore. 

9 [+ obj] a : to remove (someone or something) from a 
place or situation • The pitcher was pulled (from the game) 
[=was taken out of the game] in the third inning, b : to take 
(something) away ■ The police pulled his driver’s license for 
drunk driving. = He had his license pulled for drunk driving. 
■ The project was well-funded until a few companies pulled 
[-withdrew] their sponsorship. 

10 [+ obj] : to take (a weapon) out of a pocket or other hid¬ 
den place • He went into the store and pulled a gun on the 
cashier. [=took out a gun and pointed it at the cashier] ■ 
Somone pulled a knife on him and threatened to stab him. 

11 [+ obj] : to do (something) ■ They pulled [=carried out ] a 
robbery. ■ I pulled [= worked] two double shifts at the restau¬ 
rant this week. • She loved to pull [-play] tricks/jokes on her 
brother. ■ Don’t you ever pull a crazy stunt like that again! ■ 
To finish my paper for class, I had to pull an all-nighter. 
[=stay awake ail night working] 

12 [+ obj] : to hurt (a muscle, tendon, or ligament) by 
stretching it too much • She pulled [=strained] a muscle in 
her back when she tried to reach the top shelf. 

13 [+ obj] sports : to hit (a ball) toward the left from a right- 
handed swing or toward the right from a left-handed swing • 
( baseball ) He pulled the ball down the left-field line. ■ (golf) 
She pulled her drive into the rough. — compare push 

14 [+ obj] informal : to behave like (a particular person) ■ 
Whenever anyone forgot where they had parked the car, 
we’d say they “ pulled a Dave.” [=they did something that 
Dave often does] 

15 Brit, informal : to attract (someone) sexually [+ obj] He 
had a brief affair with a girl he pulled in a bar. [no obj] She’s 
wearing a short skirt hoping it will help her pull tonight. 

In addition to the phrases shown below, pull occurs in 
many idioms that are shown at appropriate entries 
throughout the dictionary. For example, pull a face can 
be found at ‘face, pull someone’s leg can be found at 
‘leg, and pull the wool over someone’s eyes can be found at 
WOOL. 

pull a fast one informal : to deceive or trick someone • Be 
careful. Someone might try to pull a fast one on you. 
pull ahead [phrasal verb ]: to take the lead in a race, compe¬ 
tition, contest, etc. ■ The two runners were side by side un¬ 
til one pulled ahead. ■ She pulled ahead in the race. • He has 
pulled ahead of the other candidates in the election polls. 
pull apart [phrasal verb ] 1 a : to be separated into parts or 
pieces by pulling ■ The rolls pull apart easily, b pull 


(something) apart or pull apart (something) : to separate or 
break (something) into parts or pieces ■ She pulled the rolls 
apart with her hands. — sometimes used figuratively • His 
gambling problem is pulling the family apart. [=is destroy¬ 
ing the family] 2 pull (people or animals) apart or pull 
apart (people or animals) : to separate (people or animals) 
in order to stop a fight ■ Customers stepped in and pulled 
the two men apart. [=separated the two men who were 
fighting] 

pull aside [phrasal verb] pull (someone) aside : to take 
(someone) to one side away from other people for a pri¬ 
vate conversation ■ The reporter pulled me aside and asked 
if I knew who was in charge. 

pull at [phrasal verb] pull at (something) 1 : to hold onto 
and pull (something) repeatedly ■ When she gets nervous, 
she pulls at [=pulLs on] her ear. 2 : to breathe in the smoke 
from (a cigarette, pipe, etc.) ■ He rocked back and forth, 
pulling at [=pulling on] his pipe. 

pull away [phrasal verb] : to begin to move farther ahead in 
a race, competition, contest, etc. ■ They pulled away in the 
second half and won the game easily. — often + from ■ In 
the final lap, he pulled away from the other cars and won. 

pull back [phrasal verb] 1 : to decide not to do something 
that you had intended to do or started to do • The buyers 
of the house pulled back [= pulled out] at the last minute. 2 
pull back or pull back (someone or something) or pull 
(someone or something) back : to move back from a place 
or position or to cause (someone or something) to move 
back from a place or position ■ The soldiers were outnum¬ 
bered and were forced to pull back. [= retreat, withdraw] ■ 
The general pulled his army back. 3 pull (something) 
back or pull back (something) Brit, sports : to score (a goal, 
point, etc.) so that you are not as far behind in a game as 
you were before ■ They were behind 2-0 but they pulled 
back a goal [=they scored a goal to make the score 2-1] 
early in the second half. 

pull down [phrasal verb] 1 pull down (something) or pull 
(something) down a : to move (something) down ■ I 
pulled down the shade. « He always wears his baseball cap 
pulled down over his eyes, b : to destroy (a building) 
completely • The wreckers pulled down [= demolished] the 
building. C : to make (something) smaller in amount or 
number : to reduce or lower (something) • The rumors 
that the company was filing for bankruptcy pulled stock 
prices down. 2 pull down (someone) or pull (someone) 
down US, informal : to cause (someone) to become sad or 
depressed ■ The loss really pulled the team down. [=brought 
the team down] 3 pull down (something) informal a : to 
earn (a particular and usually large amount of money) • He 
pulls down [-makes, pulls in] more than a million dollars a 
year, b : to get (something) ■ The show has pulled down 
high ratings. 

pull for [phrasal verb] pull for (someone or something) US, 
informal : to say or show that you hope (someone or some¬ 
thing) will succeed, get well, etc. • I hope you’re feeling bet¬ 
ter soon. We’re all pulling for you (to get well). ■ I’m pulling 
[-rooting] for the home team. 

pull in [phrasal verb] 1 : to arrive at a place and come to a 
stop ■ “When are our guests coming?” “I think they just 
pulled in.” • The train pulled in on time. 2 pull in (some¬ 
one or something) or pull (someone or something) in : to 
attract (someone or something) ■ We hope the display will 
pull customers in from the street. ■ She’s trying to pull in 
more votes. 3 pull in (something) also pull (something) in 
informal : to earn (a particular and usually large amount 
of money) ■ After just a couple of years at the firm, she was 
pulling in [^pulling down, making] more than $100,000. 4 
pull (someone) in : to bring (someone) to a police station 
: to arrest (someone) • The police pulled him in for ques¬ 
tioning. 

pull off [phrasal verb] pull off (something) or pull (something) 
off 1 : to remove (something) from something else : to 
take off (something) ■ He pulled off the covers of the bed. • 
She pulled her boots off. 2 informal : to do (something 
difficult) successfully ■ We were doubtful the plan would 
work, but he managed to pull it off. • The team pulled off a 
win/upset. 

pull on [phrasal verb] 1 pull on (something) : to hold onto 
and pull (something) repeatedly ■ When she gets nervous, 
she pulls on [=pulls at] her ear. 2 : to breathe in the smoke 
from (a cigarette, pipe, etc.) • He rocked back and forth, 
pulling on [^pulling at] his pipe. 3 pull on (something) or 
pull (something) on : to dress yourself in (clothing) ■ She 
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quickly pulled on [=put on] her clothes/sweater. 
pull out [phrasal verb] 1 : to decide not to do something 
that you had intended to do or started to do ■ The buyers 
of the house pulled out at the last minute. 2 pull out or 
pull out (someone or something) or pull (someone or 
something) out : to leave a place or position or to cause 
(someone or something) to leave a place or position ■ The 
invading army was outnumbered and was forced to pull 
out. [^withdraw ] ■ Military leaders have decided to pull the 
troops out of the war zone. ■ Organizations are pulling out 
of the country [=are leaving the country] due to threats of 
civil war. — see also pullout 
pull over [phrasal verb] 1 pull over or pull over (something) 
or pull (something) over : to move a vehicle to the side of 
the road and stop ■ Let’s pull over and look at the map. • He 
pulled the car over to look at the map. 2 pull over (some¬ 
one or something) or pull (someone or something) over 
: to force (a driver or vehicle) to move to the side of the 
road and stop ■ He was pulled over (by the police) for 
speeding. 

pull through [phrasal verb] 1 : to survive a serious illness, 
injury, operation, etc. ■ We sat in the hospital waiting room 
praying that he would pull through. [=live] 2 a pull 
through or pull through (something) : to get through a dif¬ 
ficult situation • I’m sure that the company will pull 
through, just as it has in difficult times in the past. ■ It was a 
bad time for my family, but we managed to pull through it. 
b pull (someone or something) through : to help (someone 
or something) to continue to live or succeed in a danger¬ 
ous or difficult situation ■ His determination pulled him 
through. ■ Outside financial help is needed to pull the com¬ 
pany through its troubles. 

pull together [phrasal verb] 1 : to work together as a group 
in order to get something done ■ It was amazing to see so 
many people pull together to help the poor. 2 a pull to¬ 
gether (someone or something) or pull (someone or some¬ 
thing) together : to bring (people or things) together and 
organize them in order to make or do something ■ She 
managed to pull a team of researchers together. ■ He started 
his research by pulling together all the available data, b 
pull together (something) or pull (something) together : to 
make (something) by bringing together different things ■ 
The chef pulled together a menu of American and Italian 
cuisine. ■ The boss asked her to pull a brief sales report to¬ 
gether. 3 pull (yourself) together : to become calm again 
: to control your emotions and behavior after you have 
been very upset, emotional, etc. ■ I know you’re upset, but 
you need to pull yourself together. [=calm down] 
pull up [phrasal verb] 1 pull up (something) or pull (some¬ 
thing) up a : to move (something) up ■ I pulled up the 
shade, b : to move (something) forward or into a position 
where it can be seen, used, etc. ■ Pull up a chair and make 
yourself comfortable. ■ Give me a moment to pull up your 
file on the computer. 2 pull up or pull (something) up or 
pull up (something) : to stop a vehicle at a particular place 
■ We pulled up in front of the house. ■ He pulled up next to 
me at the stoplight. ■ He pulled the car up in front of the 
house. 3 pull up : to stop suddenly before completing 
something ■ A muscle spasm caused him to pull up halfway 
through the race. ■ She started to answer and then pulled 
up short. 4 pull (someone) up Brit, informal : to criticize 
(someone) severely for doing something ■ Her boss pulled 
her up for/on being late. 

2 pull noun, pi pulls 

1 [count] : the act of moving or trying to move something by 
holding it and bringing it toward you : the act of pulling 
something • She gave the door a few hard pulls and it opened. 

■ Give the rope a pull. ■ I felt a couple pulls [=tugs] on the fish¬ 
ing line. 

2 [noncount] : special influence and power over other people 

■ He has a lot of pull in local political circles. 

3 [count]: an ability or power to attract someone or to make 
someone want to go somewhere, do something, etc. — usu¬ 
ally singular ■ She has great box-office pull. [=she attracts a 
lot of people to her movies] ■ She resisted the pull to abandon 
her principles to make more money. ■ the irresistible pull of 
Hollywood for/on young actors and actresses 

4 [singular] : a natural force that causes one thing (such as a 
planet) to be pulled toward another ■ The planet has a strong 
gravitational pull. ■ the pull of gravity 

5 [count] : an injury that is caused by stretching a muscle, 
tendon, or ligament too much ■ He is recovering from a mus¬ 
cle/groin pull. 


6 [count] a : the act of breathing in smoke from a cigarette, 
cigar, pipe, etc. ■ He just looked at me and took a pull on/off/ 
at his cigarette before answering, b : the act of taking a 
long drink of something ■ He took a long pull on his beer. 

7 [count] : something (such as a handle or cord) that opens 
or operates something when it is pulled ■ a drawer/bell pull 

8 [count] chiefly Brit : a difficult climb up a steep hill — usu¬ 
ally singular ■ a long pull uphill 

pull*back /'pul,baek/ noun, pi -backs [count] 

1 : an act of removing military troops from a position or an 
area ■ the pullback [= withdrawal] of forces from the border 

2 formal : an act of doing less or becoming less involved in 
something ■ a pullback in consumer spending 

pull-down menu noun, pi ~ menus [count] computers 

: DROP-DOWN MENU 

pul-let /'pulst/ noun, pi -lets [count] : a young chicken and 
especially one that is less than a year old 
pul-ley /’puli/ noun, pi -leys [count] 

: a wheel or set of wheels that is used 
with a rope, chain, etc., to lift or lower 
heavy objects 

pulling power noun [noncount] chief¬ 
ly Brit : drawing power ■ a perform¬ 
er with a lot of pulling power 
Pull-man /'pulman/ noun, pi -mans 
[count] : a comfortable railroad car 
that carries people and is used especial¬ 
ly for overnight travel 
pUll-OUt /'pul,aut/ noun, pi -outs 
[count] 

1 : an act of removing military troops 
from a position or an area ■ A pullout 
of troops from the region has begun. 

2 : a section of a newspaper, magazine, 
etc., that is meant to be removed and 
looked at separately ■ That article is in 
the special pullout (section). ■ a ten- 
page pullout — see also pull out at ‘pull 

pull-over / a pul a ouv9/ noun, pi -overs [count] : a piece of 
clothing (such as a sweater) that is put on by pulling it over 
your head ■ She was wearing a light pullover. ■ a pullover jack¬ 
et/sweater— see color picture on page C15 
pull tab noun, pi ~ tabs [count] US : a small metal ring on 
the top of a can or other container that you pull to open the 
container — called also (Brit) ring pull 
pull-up /'pul,Ap/ noun, pi -ups [count] : an exercise in 
which you hold onto a bar above your head and then pull 
your body up until your chin is above the bar • doing pull- 
ups • a pull-up bar — called also (US) chin-up 
pul-mo-nary /'pulma^eri, Brit 'pulmanri/ adj, always used 
before a noun, medical : relating to the lungs ■ the pulmonary 
arteries/veins 

’pulp /'pAlp/ noun, pi pulps 

1 a [noncount] : the inner, juicy part of a fruit or vegetable ■ 
The fruit has sweet, juicy pulp and hard, black seeds. ■ the 
pulp of an orange b [noncount] : the substance that is left 
after the liquid has been squeezed from a fruit or vegetable ■ 

1 like to strain the pulp out of my orange juice. C : a soft, 
wet substance that is made by crushing something [non¬ 
count] The grain was mashed into pulp, [singular] mashed to 
a pulp 

2 [noncount] : a soft material that is made mostly from wood 
and is used in making paper ■ The boxes will be turned back 
into pulp and be made into newspapers. ■ a pulp mill ■ This 
paper is made from inexpensive wood pulp. 

3 [count] US : a magazine, book, etc., that is cheaply made 
and that deals with sex, drugs, violence, etc., in a shocking 
way ■ He made a little extra money by writing stories for a 
science fiction pulp. — often used before another noun ■ a 
pulp magazine ■ pulp fiction 

4 [count, noncount] technical : the soft tissue that is inside a 
tooth 



to a pulp — used to say that someone or something is very 
badly beaten, mashed, smashed, etc. ■ He threatened to 
beat them to a (bloody) pulp. 

- pulpy /'pAlpi/ adj pulp-i*er; -est [also more most ~] ■ 
pulpy orange juice ■ pulpy magazines 
2 pulp verb pulps; pulped; pulp-ing [+ obf ]: to crush (some¬ 
thing) until it is soft and wet: to make (something) into pulp 
■ They will pulp the unsold copies of the book. [=tum them 
into pulp for making paper] ■ the wood pulping process 
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pul-pit /'pol,pit/ noun, pi -pits 
[count] : a raised platform where 
a priest or minister stands when 
leading a worship service — usu¬ 
ally singular ■ The pastor ascend¬ 
ed the pulpit. — often used figu¬ 
ratively • The war crimes were 
denounced from the pulpit [=by 
priests and church leaders] ■ Peo¬ 
ple have different opinions about 
women in the pulpit [=as priests 
or church leaders; in the priest¬ 
hood] — see also bully pulpit 
pul*sar /*pa1|SQ9/ noun, pi -sars 
[count] technical : a type of star 
that gives off a rapidly repeating 
series of radio waves 
pul-sate /'pAl,seit, Brit .pAl'seit/ verb -sates; -sat>ed; -sat¬ 
ing [no obj] 

1 : to make strong and regular beats, sounds, flashes, etc. ■ 
The lights pulsated with the music. ■ People danced to the 
pulsating sounds of hip-hop. 

2 : to be filled with activity or a feeling ■ Virtually every 
scene of the movie pulsates with suspense. 

— pul-sa-tion /jjAl'seiJan/ noun, pi -tions [count, non¬ 
count] ■ artery pulsations 
1 pulse /'paIs/ noun, pi puls>es [count] 

1 : the regular movement of blood through your body that is 
caused by the beating of your heart and that can be felt by 
touching certain parts of your body — usually singular ■ 
This machine measures pulse rate and blood pressure. ■ a 
strong/weak pulse ■ My pulse quickened when I heard the ex¬ 
citing news. = The exciting news set my pulse racing. [=the 
exciting news made my heart beat faster] • She has a resting 
pulse of 60. [=when she is resting, her heart beats 60 times 
per minute] ■ The nurse checked/took/felt my pulse, ^mea¬ 
sured how fast my heart was beating] 

2 : a strong, regular beat or pattern of sounds in music — 
usually singular ■ the strong pulse of the music 

3 : a brief increase in an amount of electricity, light, or 
sound ■ light pulses = pulses of light ■ pulse waves 

4 : the ideas, feelings, or opinions that are shared by a partic¬ 
ular group of people — usually singular • Her book is a good 
analysis of the political pulse of the nation. 

finger on the pulse see 1 finoer 
2 pulse verb pulses; pulsed; pulsdng [no obj] 

1 a : to move with strong, regular beats ■ When he gets an¬ 
gry, the veins in his forehead pulse. [=throb] ■ He could feel 
the blood pulsing through his veins. — often used figurative¬ 
ly ■ A rush of excitement pulsed through her body. [=she felt 
a sudden rush of excitement] b : to produce a strong, regu¬ 
lar beat • Dance music pulsed from the speakers. 

2 : to be filled with activity or a feeling ■ The city pulses with 
life. 

pul-ver*ize also Brit pul*ver*ise /'pAlv3,raiz/ verb -iz-es; 
-ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] 

1 technical : to crush, beat, or grind (something) into pow¬ 
der or dust ■ The mower pulverizes grass clippings. ■ Bits of 
pulverized rock filled the air. 

2 informal : to destroy or defeat (someone or something) 
completely ■ They pulverized the opposition. 

pu*ma /'puims, Brit 'pjuims/ noun, pi pu*mas also puma 
[count] : cougar 

pulTMCe /'pAmss/ noun [noncount] : a gray stone that comes 
from volcanoes, is full of small holes, has a very light weight, 
and is used especially for smoothing and polishing things or 
for softening the skin — called also pumice stone 
pum-mel /'pAmsI/ verb -mels; US -meled or Brit -melled; 
US -mel-ing or Brit -meMing [+ obj] : to repeatedly hit or 
punch (someone or something) very hard ■ He pummeled 
[=beat] the intruder. ■ She pummeled the steering wheel (with 
her fists). — often used figuratively ■ They pummeled the op¬ 
position. • Her last movie was pummeled by the critics. 
1 pump /'pAmp/ noun, pi pumps [count] 

1 : a device that forces liquid, air, or gas into or out of some¬ 
thing ■ an air pump ■ a water pump ■ a foot/hand pump [=a 
pump that you operate by using your foot/hand] • a bicycle 
pump [=a small pump used for putting air in bicycle tires] ■ 
( US) a gas pump = (Brit) a petrol pump — see picture at bi¬ 
cycle 

2 : the act of pumping something ■ Three more pumps and 
the tire should be full enough. 


at the pump also at the pumps US, informal : at the places 
where customers buy gasoline for their cars ■ Prices are 
higher at the pump. [=gas prices are higher] ■ Expect long 
lines at the pumps this weekend. [=expect long lines at gas 
stations this weekend] 
prime the pump see 3 prime 
— compare 3 pump 

2 pump verb pumps; pumped; pump-ing 

la: to move something (such as water, air, or gas) to or 
from a particular place with a pump [+ obj] He pumped the 
water up from the bottom of the boat. — often used figura¬ 
tively ■ The President hoped the tax cuts would help pump 
money back into the economy. ■ She pumped all of her re¬ 
sources into starting her own business, [no obj] The ma¬ 
chine suddenly stopped pumping, b [+ obj] : to remove wa¬ 
ter, air, etc., from (something) with a pump ■ We pumped the 
boat dry. ■ We had to pump the basement out. C [+ obj] : to 
remove the contents of (someone’s stomach) by using a tube 
and a small pump ■ Doctors had to pump (out) her stomach 
after she swallowed poison. 

2 of the heart : to move (blood) through your body by beat¬ 
ing [+ obj] Your heart pumps blood all over your body, [no 
obj] My heart started pumping [=beating] fast. 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] of a liq¬ 
uid : to flow in a series of movements caused by the action 
of a pump, by the beating of your heart, etc. ■ I could feel the 
blood pumping through my veins. ■ Blood pumped out of the 
cut. 

4 : to move (something) up and down or in and out quickly 
and repeatedly [+ obj] He pumped his arms up and down as 
he ran. ■ She pumped the handle of the well. ■ pump the 
brake pedal [no obj] His leg nervously pumped up and down 
under the table. 

5 [+ obj] informal: to question (someone) again and again to 
try to find out information — often + for ■ The detective 
pumped them for information on the murder. 

pump iron informal : to lift weights in order to make your 
muscles stronger ■ I’m going to the gym to pump some iron, 
pump out [phrasal verb] pump out (something) or pump 
(something) out informal : to produce (something) quickly 
and frequently ■ The author pumps out a book every year. 
pump (someone or something) full of (something) : to 
fill (someone or something) with (something) by using a 
pump ■ They pumped the balloon full of helium. — often 
used figuratively ■ He pulled out a gun and threatened to 
pump them full o/bullets/lead. ^threatened to shoot them] 
■ She was pumped full of antibiotics/caffeine. 
pump up [phrasal verb] 1 pump (something) up or pump up 
(something) : to fill (something, such as a tire) with air by 
using a pump : inflate ■ I’ll be ready to go for a bike ride 
after I pump up my tires. 2 pump (something) up or pump 
up (something) informal : to increase the amount, size, or 
value of (something) ■ The coippany is trying hard to pump 
up sales. » All of the praise pumped up her ego. 3 pump 
(someone) up or pump up (someone) : to fill (someone) 
with excitement or enthusiasm ■ The coach made a speech 
to try and pump up his players. ■ The team was (all) 
pumpedup for the game. 

3 pump noun, pi pumps [count] 

1 US : a woman’s dress shoe with a high heel — usually plu¬ 
ral ■ She wore black leather pumps with her suit. — called 
also (Brit) court shoe 

2 Brit : a light, soft shoe that is worn for dancing or exercise 

■ ballet pumps 
-compare ‘pump 

pumped /'pAmpt/ adj, US, infotmal: excited and enthusias¬ 
tic about something ■ I’m pumped [=pumped up] for tonight’s 
concert. 

pum*per*nick-el /'pAmpa^niksl/ noun [noncount] : a 
heavy and dark type of bread made from rye 
pump*kin /'pAmpksn/ noun, pi -kins [count, noncount] : a 
large, round, orange vegetable used as food and sometimes 
as a decoration — often used before another noun ■ pump¬ 
kin pie ■ pumpkin soup — see color picture on page C4 

1 pun /'pAn/ noun, pi puns [count] : a humorous way of using 
a word or phrase so that more than one meaning is suggested 

■ She made a pun. ■ The delicatessen is sandwiched, if you’ll 
pardon/excuse/forgive the pun, between two stores. ■ She’s a 
skillful pilot whose career has— no pun intended —really 
taken off. — often + on ■ The name “Dew Drop Inn’’ is a pun 
on “do drop in.” 
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2 pun verb puns; punned; pun-ning : to make a pun [no 
obj] a punning headline — often + on ■ Punning on her 
daughter’s first name, she said, “Mary Christmas!" [+ obj] 
“Firefighting sparks my interest,” he punned. 

1 punch /'pAntf/ verb punch-es; punched; punching [+ 

obj] 

1 : to hit (someone or something) hard with your fist ■ Stop 
punching your sister! ■ He punched my face/nose/mouth/ 
arm. 1 He punched me in the face/nose/mouth/eye/belly. ■ 
She punched him on the chin/jaw/arm. 

2 chiefly US : to press or push (something) with a short, 
quick movement ■ He quickly punched the buttons on his 
telephone. 

3 : to make (a hole, dent, etc.) by pressing or cutting in, into, 
or through something ■ She punched an opening through the 
dough with her finger. ■ The tool punches holes in paper. 

4 : to make a hole in (something, such as a ticket) by using a 
special tool ■ The conductor punched my railway pass. 
punch holes in : to weaken or destroy (an idea, plan, belief, 

etc.) by proving that parts of it are wrong ■ Lawyers tried 
to punch holes in her argument. 
punch In \phrasal verb\ US 1 : to place a card in a time 
clock at the beginning of a workday so that the time is re¬ 
corded on the card ■ The crew punched in [-(chiefly Brit) 
clocked in] at 8:00. 2 punch (something) in or punch in 
(something) : to enter (information, such as words or 
numbers) into a computer or other machine by pressing 
buttons or keys • She punched in her secret code. 
punch out \phrasal verb] US 1 : to place a card in a time 
clock at the end of a workday so that the time is recorded 
on the card ■ It’s time to punch out. 2 punch (someone) 
out or punch out (someone) informal: to hit (someone) re¬ 
peatedly in order to cause pain or injury : to beat (some¬ 
one) up ■ He threatened to punch me out if I talked to his 
girlfriend again. 

punch someone’s lights out informal : to hit someone’s 
face hard with your fist ■ It’s a good thing he’s not here, or 
I’d punch his lights out. 

punch up [phrasal verb] punch (something) up or punch up 
(something) US, informal : to make (something) more live¬ 
ly, exciting, attractive, etc. ■ New owners punched up the 
newspaper with color photographs. ■ The steak was 
punched up with a pepper sauce. 

— punchier noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a card puncher ■ He was 
the greatest puncher in the history of boxing. 

2 punch noun, pi punches 

1 [count] : a quick hit with your fist ■ throw/land a punch • 
kicks and punches ■ He gave me a punch in the nose. [=he 
punched me in the nosel — see also rabbit punch, suck¬ 
er punch 

2 [noncount] : energy or forcefulness ■ The team was well 
trained but lacked punch. ■ The last sentence in your essay 
needs more punch. 

(as) pleased as punch see pleased 
beat (someone) to the punch : to do or achieve something 
before someone else is able to ■ We were working on a new 
product but our competition beat us to the punch. [=our 
competition started selling a similar product before we 
did] 

pack a punch see 2 pack 

pull punches : to express criticism in a mild or kind way — 
usually used in negative statements ■ When he has some¬ 
thing bad to say about a movie, he doesn’t pull his/any 
punches. [=he does not try to make his criticisms seem less 
harsh than they are] ■ The report pulls no punches in 
blaming the government for this crisis. 
roll with the punches see ‘roll 

- compare 3 punch, “punch 

3 punch noun.pl punches : a drink made usually by mixing 
different fruit juices and often flavored with wine or liquor 
[count] a fruit punch [noncount] They plan to serve punch at 
the party. ■ a bowl/glass of punch — see also punch bowl 

— compare 2 punch, “punch 

4 punch noun, pi punches [count] 

1 : a tool or machine for cutting holes in paper, cardboard, 
leather, etc. ■ a paper punch 

2 : a hole made by a cutting tool or machine ■ He got an ex¬ 
tra punch on his discount card. 

- compare 2 punch, 3 punch 

Punch—and—Judy show /jjAntfan'cfeu-.di-/ noun, pi ~ 
shows | count] : a comic puppet show in which a puppet 
named Punch fights with his wife Judy 


punch bag noun, pi ~ bags [count] Brit : punching bag 
punch bowl noun, pi ~ bowls [count] : a large bowl from 
which punch is served at a party 
punch card noun, pi ~ cards [count] : a card with holes 
that have been punched in different positions to represent 
information • old-fashioned computer punch cards — called 
also punched card 

punch-drunk /'pAntf,drAi]k/ adj [more most ~] 

1 of a boxer : confused and unable to speak or move normal¬ 
ly because of being punched many times in the head ■ punch- 
drunk fighters 

2 informal : unable to think or act normally because you are 
very tired, excited, etc. ■ By the time we arrived home, we 
were punch-drunk [-dazed] with fatigue. 

punching bag noun, pi ~ bags [count] US : a very heavy 
bag that usually hangs from the ceiling and that is punched 
for exercise or training — often used figuratively to describe 
someone who is often criticized, hit, or defeated by another 
person ■ I’m tired of being your punching bag. — called also 
(Brit) punch bag 

punch line noun, pi ~ lines [count] : the words at the end 
of a joke or story that make it funny, surprising, etc. ■ She 
didn’t understand the punch line. 
punch—Up /'pAntf,Ap/ noun, pi -ups [count] Brit, informal 
: a fight in which people punch each other 
punchy /'pAntfi/ adj punchier; -est informal 

1 : very exciting or lively ■ punchy colors ■ a punchy tune ■ 
punchy dialogue • shrimp in a punchy sauce 

2 US : punch-drunk ■ a punchy ex-fighter ■ She was 
punchy with fatigue. 

punC*til*i*OUS ^pAqk'tilijas/ adj [more most ~] formal 
: very careful about behaving properly and doing things in a 
correct and accurate way ■ She’s very punctilious about 
grammar. ■ a punctilious [=meticulous] caretaker 

— punc-til*i*OUS‘ly adv ■ They do their jobs punctiliously. 
— punc-til*i*ous-ness noun [noncount] 

punc*tu*al /'pAijktfawal/ adj [more most ~]: arriving or 
doing something at the expected or planned time ■ The trains 
were punctual. • a punctual employee 

— punc*tu*aM*ty /.pAQktfa'wtetati/ noun [noncount] ■ 
Workers received bonuses for punctuality. - punc*tu*al- 
ly adv ■ She arrived punctually at 7:00. 

punc-tu*ate /'pAijktf^weit/ verb -ates; -at*ed; -at*ing [+ 

obj] 

1 : to use punctuation marks in (a piece of writing) • Do you 
know how to punctuate a sentence correctly? ■ an improper¬ 
ly punctuated sentence 

2 : to interrupt or occur in (something) repeatedly — usual¬ 
ly used as (be) punctuated ■ Her speech was punctuated by 
frequent applause. 

punc*tU*a*tion ^pAoktfa'weiJan/ noun [noncount] : the 
marks (such as periods and commas) in a piece of writing 
that make its meaning clear and that separate it into sentenc¬ 
es, clauses, etc. ■ grammar,punctuation, and spelling 
punctuation mark noun, pi ~ marks [count] : any one of 
the marks (such as a period, comma, or question mark) used 
to divide a piece of writing into sentences, clauses, etc. 

1 punc-ture noun, pi -tures [count] 

1 : a hole or wound made by a sharp point ■ a slight puncture 
of the skin 

2 : a small hole in a tire that causes it to lose air ■ I got/had a 
puncture [=(US)flat, flat tire] on the way to the airport. 

2 puncture verb -tures; -tured; -tur-ing 

1 : to make a hole in (something) with a sharp point [+ obj] 
A nail punctured the tire. = The tire was punctured by a nail. 
[no obj] Worn tires puncture easily. 

2 [+ obj] : to weaken, damage, or destroy (something, such as 
an argument or a person’s feelings, pride, etc.) suddenly or in 
a way that causes surprise or embarrassment ■ puncture an 
argument ■ Their criticism punctured [=hurt, wounded] his 
self-esteem. 

3 1+ obj] of a sound : to interrupt (silence) in a sudden and 
unexpected way ■ The silence was punctured [=broken, shat¬ 
tered] by her cry. 

— punctured adj ■ a punctured [= perforated] eardrum ■ 
punctured tires 

purvdit /"pAndat/ noun, pi -dits [count] : a person who 
knows a lot about a particular subject and who expresses 
ideas and opinions about that subject publicly (such as by 
speaking on television and radio shows) ■ political pundits ■ a 
television pundit 

purvgent /'pAncfeant/ adj [more most —] 
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1 : having a strong, sharp taste or smell ■ a pungent herb ■ a 
pungent aroma/odor ■ apungent sauce 

2 : having a strong effect on the mind because of being clev¬ 
er and direct ■ a play with pungent dialogue ■ a pungent satire 
of/on current politics 

— pun-gen-cy /'pAncfcansi/ noun [noncount] ■ The delight¬ 
ful pungency of Thai, Indian, and Mexican food comes 
from chili peppers and spices. — pun-gent-ly adv • a pun- 
gently sweet aroma 

pun-ish /'pAnrJV verb -ish-es; -ished; -ish-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to make (someone) suffer for a crime or for bad behav¬ 
ior ■ I think that murderers should be punished by/with life 
imprisonment. ■ She was punished for lying. ■ His parents 
punished him by taking away his allowance, b : to make 
someone suffer for (a crime or bad behavior) ■ How should I 
punish my child's misbehavior? ■ State law punishes fraud 
with fines. ■ The law states that treason shall be punished by 
death. [=that the punishment for treason is death] 

2 : to treat (someone or something) severely or roughly • I 
don’t understand why women continue to punish [-damage ] 
their feet by wearing high-heeled shoes. 

pun-ish*able /'pAmJabal/ adj : able to be punished : call¬ 
ing for or deserving punishment ■ Jaywalking is a punishable 
offense in this city. ■ a crime punishable by death [=a crime 
that has death as a possible punishment] 
punishing adj [ more most ~] : very harsh, difficult, or 

extreme ■ Few people can handle Antarctica's punishing 
cold. ■ She had a punishing schedule of six classes last semes¬ 
ter. 

pun-ish-ment /'pAniJmant/ noun, pi -ments 

1 : the act of punishing someone or a way of punishing 
someone [count] I took away my daughter’s car keys as a 
punishment for her bad behavior. ■ The punishments that the 
government has inflicted/imposed on the protesters are se¬ 
vere and unjust. ■ The punishment for murder is life impris¬ 
onment. [noncount] I took away my daughter's car keys as 
(a form of) punishment for her bad behavior. ■ cruet and un¬ 
usual punishment [=punishment that is very painful or harsh 
or that is too severe for a particular crime] — see also capi¬ 
tal PUNISHMENT, CORPORAL PUNISHMENT 

2 [noncount] : the state of being punished • Some religions 
teach that wicked people will suffer eternal punishment in 
hell after they die. 

3 [noncount ]: rough physical treatment "These hiking boots 
are tough enough to take any amount of punishment. [=the 
boots will not be ruined even if they are used very roughly] ■ 
He keeps playing football despite all his injuries. I guess he’s 
a glutton/sucker for punishment. [=he is attracted to pain, 
suffering, difficulty, etc.] 

pu*ni"tive /'pju.natrv/ adj 

1 : intended to punish someone or something ■ The federal 
government will take punitive action against the company 
that polluted the river. • punitive measures ■ The plaintiff will 
receive $50,000 in compensatory damages and $300,000 in 
punitive damages. [=money that someone is ordered to pay 
as a punishment for causing harm] 

2 [more most ~] : extremely or unfairly severe or high • 
Lobbyists complain that the bill would impose punitive taxes 
on the industry. 

- pu-ni-tive-ly adv 
punk /'pAijk/ noun, pi punks 

1 [count] US, informal + disapproving : a rude and violent 
young man ■ Why can't the police do more to get the punks 
off our streets? 

2 [noncount] a : a kind of loud and intense rock music that 
was most popular from the late 1970s to the early 1980s — 
often used before another noun ■ a punk musician ■ a punk 
band — called also punk rock b [count] : a person who 
plays punk rock or who is a fan of punk rock — called also 
punk rocker 

pun*net /'pAnat/ noun, pi -nets [count] Brit : a small box 
that is used to hold soft fruits (such as strawberries and blue¬ 
berries) 

1 punt /'pAnt/ verb punts; punt-ed; punt-ing 

1 sports : to drop a ball and kick it before it touches the 
ground in sports like American football and rugby [+ obj] 
The kicker punted the ball 40 yards, [no obj] They punted 
from midfield. 

2 US, informal: to avoid dealing with a problem or answer¬ 
ing a question [no obj] The legislature has punted on impor¬ 
tant issues like health-care funding and tax reform. [+ obj] 
The judges are punting the decision to Congress. [=the judges 


are not making the decision themselves and are saying that 
Congress should decide] 

— compare *punt 

2 punt noun, pi punts [count] sports : a kick made by dropping 
a ball and kicking it before it touches the ground : the act of 
punting a ball in sports like American football and rugby ■ a 
40-yard punt — compare 3 punt, s punt, 6 punt 
3 punt noun, pi punts [count] : a long, thin boat with a flat 
bottom and square ends that is moved by pushing a long 
pole against the bottom of a river, canal, etc. — compare 
2 punt, 5 punt, 6 punt 

4 punt verb punts; punt-ed; punt-ing [no obj] chiefly Brit 
: to go on a river, canal, etc. in a long, thin boat (called a 
punt) ■ Do you want to go punting tomorrow? — compare 
‘punt 

5 punt /'punt/ noun, pi punts [count] : the basic unit of money 
used in the Republic of Ireland before the euro — compare 
2 punt, 3 punt, 6 punt 

6 punt /'pAnt/ noun, pi punts [count] Brit, informal: ’bet 1 ■ 
Maybe I’ll take a punt on that horse. [=maybe I’ll make/place 
a bet on that horse] — compare 2 punt, 3 punt, 5 punt 
punt-er /'pAnto/ noun, pi -ters [count] 

1 American football : a player whose job is to punt the ball ■ 
He was one of the greatest punters in NFL history. 

2 Brit, informal : someone who makes a bet : BETTOR 

3 Brit, informal : customer ■ Effective marketing means 
getting the punters to buy what you want them to buy. ■ The 
sale attracted more than 1,000punters. 

4 chiefly Btit : a person who goes on a river, canal, etc., in a 
long, thin boat (called a punt) 

pu*ny /'pju:ni/ adj pu-ni-er; -est somewhat informal 

1 : small and weak ■ a puny little guy ■ I wouldn’t mess with 
him—he makes bodybuilders look puny in comparison. 

2 : not very large, impressive, or effective ■ puny weapons ■ a 
puny little car ■ We laughed at their puny attempt to trick us. 

pup /'pAp/ noun, pi pups [count] : a young dog : puppy ■ a 
cute little pup\ also : one of the young of various animals 
other than dogs ■ seal pups 

buy/sell a pup Brit, informal + old-fashioned To buy a pup 
means to pay too much money for something or to buy 
something that is worthless. To sell (someone) a pup means 
to trick someone into paying too much for something or 
into buying something that is worthless, 
pu-pa /'pjuipa/ noun, pi pu-pae /'pju^pi:/ [count] biology 
: an insect that is in the stage of development between larva 
and adult 

— pu-pal /'pju:pal/ adj, always used before a noun ■ the pupal 
stage of an insect's life 

pu*pate /'pju:,peit/ verb -pates; -pat-ed; -pat-ing [no obj] 
biology : to become a pupa ■ Unlike most butterflies, this 
species pupates underground. 

1 pu-pil /’pjuipal/ noun, pi -pils [count] 

1 : a child or young person who is being taught : STUDENT ■ 
There are 22 pupils in the kindergarten class. 

2 : someone who is taught especially artistic or musical skills 
by a usually famous person : disciple ■ a painting by a pupil 
of Rubens ■ Both Rimsky-Korsakov and his pupil Stravinsky 
are renowned composers of classical music. ■ Aristotle was 
Plato’s most brilliant pupil. 

— compare 2 pupil 

2 pupil noun, pi -pils [count] : the small, black, round area at 
the center of the eye — see picture at eye — compare 1 pu¬ 
pil 

pup-pet /'pApat/ noun, pi -pets [count] 

1 : a doll that is moved by putting your 
hand inside it or by pulling strings or wires 
that are attached to it 

2 : a person or an organization that is con¬ 
trolled by another person or organization ■ 
a dictator who was perceived as being an 
American puppet ■ a puppet regime [=a 
government controlled by the government 
of another country] 

pup-pe-teer /,pApa'ti»/ noun, pi -teers 
[count] : a person who uses puppets in per¬ 
formances to entertain people 



pup-pet-ry /'pApatri/ noun [noncount] 
: the skill or activity of using puppets in 
performances 


puppet 


pup-py /'pApi/ noun, pi -pies [count] 

1 : a young dog ■ Our dog just had four puppies. 

2 US, informal a — used in a playful way to refer to a thing 
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■ Why isn’t the grill on? Fire that puppy up! [=tum on the 
grill] ■ This is a big program. You’ll need a lot of RAM to run 
this puppy on your computer, b — used in a playful way to 
refer to a person ■ If they thought the new mayor would be 
easy to bribe, they picked the wrong puppy. [=the wrong guy] 

■ That guy is one sick puppy. [=that guy is crazy, cruel, or 
disgusting] ■ I was one tired puppy [=1 was very tired] after a 
long day of hiking. 

puppy fat noun [noncount] Brit: baby fat 
puppy love noun [noncount] : romantic love that is felt by 
a child or teenager and that is not considered by adults to be 
real love 

pup tent noun, pi ~ tents [count] US : a small tent for usu¬ 
ally two people 

1 purchase /'pa-tfas/ verb -chas-es; -chased; -chas-ing 

[+ obj]formal : to buy (property, goods, etc.) : to get (some¬ 
thing) by paying money for it ■ purchase a house ■ He pur¬ 
chased a new suit for a hundred dollars. ■ Souvenirs can be 
purchased at the gift shop. = You can purchase souvenirs at 
the gift shop. 

- pur-chas-er noun.pl -ers [count] - purchasing adj, al¬ 
ways used before a noun ■ purchasing agents ■ the compa¬ 
ny’s purchasing department [=the people in a company 
who buy the company’s supplies] 

2 purchase noun, pi -chases 

1 : an act of buying something [count] credit card purchases 
• cash purchases [noncount] The CD player is guaranteed for 
one year from the date of purchase. ■ Getting a rebate re¬ 
quires proof of purchase. [=something, such as a receipt, that 
proves that you bought something] 

2 [count] : something that is bought ■ The car was an expen¬ 
sive purchase. ■ He displayed his recent purchases with pride. 

3 : a firm hold or grip that makes movement possible [wi- 
gular] The ice made it impossible for the car’s wheels to gain / 
get a purchase on the road, [noncount] The surface was so 
slick that the wheels couldn’t gain purchase. — sometimes 
used figuratively ■ I couldn’t get a purchase on the problem. 
[=1 couldn’t get a good understanding of the problem] 

purchase order noun, pi ~ -ders [count] : a formal docu¬ 
ment that is used by an employee to request that something 
be purchased by a company 

purchase price noun, pi ~ prices [count] : the amount of 
money someone pays for something (such as a house) 
purchasing power noun [noncount] 

1 : the amount of money that a person or group has avail¬ 
able to spend ■ Inflation decreases consumer purchasing pow¬ 
er. — called also buying power 

2 : the value of money thought of as how much it can buy ■ a 
decline in the purchasing power of the dollar 

pur-dah /'pa-da/ noun [noncount] : a custom among Mus¬ 
lims and some Hindus in which women stay separate from 
men or keep their faces and bodies covered when they are 
near men ■ Most of the women keep purdah. [=live according 
to the rules of purdah] 

pure /*pja/ adj purser; -est [also more —/ most ~ ] 

1 Tnot mixed with anything else ■ pure gold/silver ■ pure silk/ 
cotton/wool/cashmere ■ pure orange juice ■ pure honey ■ 
pure maple syrup ■ pure olive oil ■ pure white ■ I was acting on 
pure intuition/instinct. [=only because of intuition/instinct 
and not for any other reason] 

2 : clean and not harmful in any way ■ The company bottles 
only the purest water. ■ pure mountain air 

3 : having a smooth and clear sound that is not mixed with 
any other sounds ■ the pure notes of the flute 

4 always used before a noun : complete, total — used for 
emphasis ■ pure [-utter] nonsense/folly/fantasy ■ pure joy/de¬ 
light ■ pure evil ■ It was pure coincidence/chance/luck that 
we met. ■ The story was pure fiction. 

5 : morally good : free from sexual or evil thoughts ■ a pure 
and upright man ■ a pure heart ■ pure intentions • Don’t ex¬ 
pect me to believe you’re (as) pure as the driven snow. 
[=morally perfect] 

6 always used before a noun : relating to theory and knowl¬ 
edge rather than to the practical uses of something ■ the pure 
sciences ■ pure mathematics 

7 : purebred ■ a pure Arabian horse • a pure breed of cattle 
pure and simple : with nothing other than what has been 

mentioned — used after a noun or phrase to add emphasis 
■ It was fraud, pure and simple. ■ The relationship is over, 
pure and simple. [=the relationship is completely over] 

— pure*ness noun [noncount] 

pure-bred /■pja l bred/ adj, of animals : having parents that 


are of the same breed ■ purebred cattle ■ a purebred horse 

— purebred noun, pi -breds [count] ■ The dog is not a pure¬ 
bred. 

1 pU-ree or pu-ree /pju'rei, Brit 'pjuarei/ noun, pi -rees : a 
thick liquid made by crushing usually cooked food (such as 
fruits or vegetables) [noncount] a spoonful of apple puree 
[count] a puree of sweet potatoes and carrots ■ vegetable/fruit 
purees 

2 puree or puree verb -rees; -reed; -ree-ing [+ obj] : to 
crush (food) until it is a thick liquid : to make a puree of 
(food) ■ She used a blender to puree the soup. 

— pureed or pureed acjj ■ pureed carrots/vegetables ■ a 
sauce made with pureed berries/beans 

pure-ly /'pjali/ adv : completely or only ■ They met purely 
by accident/coincidence. ■ a selection based purely on merit ■ 
He reads purely [=simply, merely] for enjoyment. [=he reads 
only because he enjoys reading] ■ The organization's mission, 
purely and simply, is to provide food to people who need it. ■ 
It was purely and simply a matter of greed, 
pur-ga-tive /'pagativ/ noun, pi -tives [count] medical : a 
medicine or food that causes the bowels to empty 
pur-ga-tO-ry /■paga.tori, Brit 'pa.gatri/ noun, pi -ries 

1 Purgatory [singular] : a state after death according to Ro¬ 
man Catholic belief in which the souls of people who die are 
made pure through suffering before going to heaven 

2 : a place or state of suffering [noncount] the purgatory of 
drug abuse [count] The marathons were jokingly referred to 
as one-day purgatories. 

1 purge /'patfe/ verb purg-es; purged; purg-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to remove people from an area, country, organization, 
etc., often in a violent and sudden way ■ purge a country of 
an ethnic group = purge an ethnic group from a country ■ 
High-ranking officials were purged from the company fol¬ 
lowing the merger. 

2 : to cause something to leave the body ■ medicines that 
purge the body of toxins = medicines that purge toxins from 
the body 

binge and purge see 2 binge 

purge yourself : to free yourself of something (such as a 
bad feeling or memory) ■ He purged himself of his old fears. 
[=he got rid of his old fears; he overcame his old fears] 
2 purge noun, pi purges [count] : the often violent and sud¬ 
den removal of people from an area, country, organization, 
etc. • Stalin’s purges ■ brutal postwar purges ■ a corporate 
purge 

pu-ri-fi-er /'pjara^aja/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a device that 
is used for removing dirty or harmful substances ■ We in¬ 
stalled a water/air purifier in our home, 
pu-ri-fy /'pjara.fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing [+ obj] : to 
make (something or someone) pure: such as a : to remove 
dirty or harmful substances from (something) ■ We purified 
the water by boiling it. ■ You can purify the air with a filtra¬ 
tion system. ■ a bottle of purified water b : to free (some¬ 
one) from guilt or evil thoughts 1 purify the mind/soul ■ She 
believed she could purify herself through constant prayer. 

— pu-ri-fi-ca-tion /^jarafa'keijan/ noun [noncount] ■ air/ 
water purification ■ the purification of souls 

pur-ist /'pjanst/ noun, pi -ists [count] : a person who has 
very strong ideas about what is correct or acceptable and 
who usually opposes changes to traditional methods and 
practices ■ jazz/music purists ■ a purist who only drinks Euro¬ 
pean wines ■ a grammatical purist 

— pur-ism /'pja^izam/ noun [noncount] 
pu-ri-tan /'pjaratan/ noun, pi -tans [count] 

1 Puritan : a member of a Protestant group in England and 
New England in the 16th and 17th centuries that opposed 
many customs of the Church of England 

2 : a person who follows strict moral rules and who believes 
that pleasure is wrong ■ moral puritans • She’s a puritan 
about sex. 

— Puritan adj ■ Puritan values/traditions/attitudes ■ a Puri¬ 
tan influence • the Puritan work ethic 

pu-ri-tan-i-cal /ipjara'taemkal/ adj [more most ~] disap¬ 
proving : very strict especially concerning morals and reli¬ 
gion ■ puritanical rules ■ puritanical attitudes about sex 
pu-ri-tan-ism /'pjaratan^zam, /noun [noncount] 

1 Puritanism : the beliefs and practices of Puritans 

2 often disapproving : the beliefs and practices of people who 
follow very strict moral and religious rules about the proper 
way to behave and live ■ moral puritanism 

pU-ri-ty /'pjarati/ noun [noncount] : the quality or state of 
being pure: such as a : lack of dirty or harmful substances • 
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water purity b : lack of guilt or evil thoughts • moral/reli- 
gious/sexual purity 

purl /'pa 1 !/ noun [noncount] : a stitch used in knitting — usu¬ 
ally used before another noun ■ a purl stitch 

— purl verb purls; purled; purging [+ obj] ■ Purl two 
stitches, [no obj\ Purl across the row. 

pur*lieu /'pa^ju:/ noun, pi -lieus [count] formal : the area 
surrounding a place — usually plural ■ the purlieus of the old 
fortress 

pur-loin /pa-'loin/ verb -loins; -loined; -loin-ing [+ obj] 
formal + humorous : to take (something that belongs to 
someone else) : steal • He managed to purloin [-filch] a bot¬ 
tle of whiskey when no one was looking. 

— purloined adj ■ purloined [=stolen] love letters 

1 PUr-Dle /'papal/ noun, pi pur*ples [count, noncount] : a col¬ 
or that is between red and blue — see color picture on page 
Cl 

2 purple adj pur-pler; pur-plest 

1 : of the color purple ■ purple grapes/tulips 

2 disapproving : using many fancy words ■ The book con¬ 
tains a few purple passages. ■ Her writing was full of purple 
prose. 

Purple Heart noun, pi ~ Hearts [count] : a U.S. military 
award that is given to a soldier who is wounded or killed in 
battle 

purple patch noun [singular] Brit, informal : a period of 
good luck or success ■ The team enjoyed apurplepatch in the 
first half. 

pur-plish /'perpalij/ adj [more most ~] : somewhat pur¬ 
ple ■ a purplish blue 

1 pur-port /'paspoa't/ noun [noncount] formal : the main or 
general meaning of something (such as a speech or a per¬ 
son’s actions) ■ the purport of the book/visit ■ The letter was 
not read aloud, but all present were informed of its purport. 
2 pur-port /pa-'poa-t/ verb -ports; -port-ed; -porting [+ obj] 
: to claim to be or do a particular thing when this claim may 
not be true — followed by to + verb ■ The report purports to 
be objective. [=it claims to be objective, but it may not be] ■ 
The program purports to meet the needs of gifted students. ■ 
The survey does not purport to be conclusive. 

pur-port-ed /pa-'poa'tad/ adj, always used before a noun 
: said to be true or real but not definitely true or real ■ the 
purported [-alleged] crime ■ the purported value of the estate 

— pur-port-ed-ly adv ■ diaries purportedly [=,supposedly ] 
written by a famous author 

pur-pose /'p&pas/ noun, pi -pos-es 

1 [count] ; the reason why something is done or used : the 
aim or intention of something ■ The purpose of the new re¬ 
sort is to attract more tourists. ■ There’s little/no purpose in 
restarting the process. [=there is little/no reason to start the 
process again] ■ These ancient mounds were probably used 
for ceremonial purposes. [=were probably used in ceremo¬ 
nies] ■ Please keep a record of your receipts for tax/business 
purposes. [=for situations involving taxes/business] ■ Every¬ 
thing on the boat serves a purpose. [=everything has a par¬ 
ticular use or function] ■ The loans are small but they serve a 
good purpose. ■ We were happy to know that the money was 
being used for a good purpose. [=for something useful, im¬ 
portant, etc.] ■ She used her skills to (no) good purpose. 
[=she used her skills in a way that was (not) good or helpful] ■ 
Changes had suddenly been made for no apparent purpose. 
[=for no clear reason] ■ For the purpose(s) of this discussion, 
let’s assume that sales will increase next year. 

2 [noncount] : the feeling of being determined to do or 
achieve something ■ She wrote with purpose. [=she knew ex¬ 
actly what she wanted to write] ■ Sometimes his life seemed 
to lack purpose or meaning. ■ He was a man of purpose. [=he 
was very clear about what he wanted to do and how to do it] 
■ We started work again with a renewed sense of purpose. ■ 
He showed great strength of purpose. [=he showed that he 
was very determined to achieve his goals] 

3 [count] : the aim or goal of a person : what a person is try¬ 
ing to do, become, etc. ■ She knew from a young age that her 
sole purpose (in life) was to be a writer. [=she knew that all 
she wanted (in life) was to be a writer] ■ We shared a common 
purpose. [=we had the same goals] ■ He was searching for a 
higher purpose. [=a more meaningful reason to live, work, 
etc.] 

for (all) practical purposes see 'practical 
on purpose : in a way that is planned or intended : in a de¬ 
liberate way ■ Someone set the fire on purpose, [-purposely, 
intentionally] • I knew she hadn’t done it on purpose. 


to/for all intents and purposes see 'intent 
to the purpose old-fashioned : appropriate to the situation ■ 
He didn’t say much to the purpose. [=he didn’t say much 
that was useful or helpful] 

pur-pose-built /,p^p3s'bilt/ adj, Brit : designed and built 
for a particular use ■ The art is housed in a purpose-built 
structure that provides a controlled environment, 
pur-pose-ful /'perpasfal/ adj [more most ~] : having a 
clear aim or purpose ■ purposeful activity ■ a purposeful 
glance/grin 

— pur-pose-ful-ly adv ■ She strode purposefully to the door 
and knocked loudly. — pur-pose-ful-ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

pur-pose-leSS /'p&paslas/ adj : having or seeming to have 
no purpose or reason ■ I have to go to another purposeless 
[=(more commonly) pointless, useless] meeting tonight. • pur¬ 
poseless suffering 

pur-pose-ly /'p^pasli/ adv : in a way that is planned or in¬ 
tended : in a deliberate way ■ She purposely [intentionally] 
raised her voice to attract attention. 

1 purr /'pa-/ noun, pi purrs [count] 

1 : the low, soft sound that a cat makes when it is happy 

2 : a sound that is like the purr of a cat ■ the soft pun- of a car 
engine 

2 purr verb purrs; purred; purr-ing 

1 [no obj] : to make a purr or a sound like a purr ■ The cat 
was purring contentedly in my lap. ■ The cars were purring 
along the highway. • The engine purred smoothly. 

2 [+ obj] : to say (something) in a soft, low voice especially 
when you are pleased or trying to persuade someone to do 
something ■ “You look tense. Let me buy you a drink,” he 
purred. 

1 purse /'pa-s/ noun, pi purs-es 

1 [count] a US : a usually leather or cloth bag used by 
women for carrying money and personal things : handbag 
b chiefly Brit : change purse 

2 [singular] : an amount of money that a person, organiza¬ 
tion, or government has available to use ■ Many believe the 
work should be financed by the public purse. [=should be 
paid for by the government] 

3 [count] : an amount of money that is offered as a prize in a 
competition (such as a horse race, a golf tournament, or a 
boxing match) ■ a golf tournament with a million dollar 
purse 

purse strings <- A person, organization, or government 
that holds/controls the purse strings makes the decisions 
about how money is spent. ■ The museum’s board of direc¬ 
tors holds/controls the purse strings. When a person, organi¬ 
zation, or government tightens the purse strings, less 
money is available for spending. ■ School administrators 
are already tightening (the) purse strings. When a person, 
organization, or government loosens the purse strings, 
more money is available for spending. ■ Companies are ex¬ 
pected to loosen the purse strings as the economy improves. 
2 purse verb purses; pursed; purs-ing [+ obj] : to form 
(your lips) into a tight circle or line ■ She pursed her lips in 
concentration. - His lips were tightly pursed. 
purs-er /'pasa 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : an officer on a ship 
whose job is to handle matters relating to money for the pas¬ 
sengers and crew and to make sure passengers are comfort¬ 
able and have what they need 
pur-SU-ance /pa'surwans, Brit pa'sjuians/ noun 
in pursuance of formal : in order to do (something) or to 
do what is required by (something) ■ The changes will be 
made in pursuance of the contract. 
pur-SU-ant to /pa^'suiwant-, Brit pa'sjuiant-/ prep, formal 
: in a way that agrees with or follows (something) : in accor¬ 
dance with (something) ■ Pursuant to the terms of the sale, 
the owner shall be solely responsible for damages. 
pur-sue /pa'su:, Brit pa'sju:/ verb -sues; -sued; -su-ing [+ 
obj] 

1 : to follow and try to catch or capture (someone or some¬ 
thing) for usually a long distance or time • Hounds pursued 
the fox for miles. • The criminal is being pursued by police. 

2 : to try to get or do (something) over a period of time ■ He 
chose to pursue a college degree. ■ She wants to pursue a legal 
career. 

3 : to be involved in (an activity) ■ pursue a hobby 

4 : to move along (a course) ■ The ship pursued [= followed ) a 
northerly course. 

5 : to make an effort to find out more about (something) • 
I’ll be meeting with my lawyer to pursue this matter further. ■ 
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My associate is interested in pursuing the case. 

— pur-su*er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ He changed direction to 
confuse his pursuers. 

pursuit /p»'su:t, Brit pa'sjuit/ noun, pi -suits 

1 [noncount] : the act of pursuing someone or something: 
such as a : the act of following or chasing someone or 
something ■ The hounds were running in the woods in pur¬ 
suit of a fox. ■ The escaped prisoner ran through the park 
with the police in full pursuit [=ran through the park while 
being chased/pursued by the police] ■ A car raced past us 
with the police in hot/close pursuit. [=following very closely 
behind] b : an attempt to find, achieve, or get something — 
+ of ■ the pursuit of excellence/knowledge ■ the pursuit of 
happiness ■ the pursuit of a college degree ■ He would do any¬ 
thing in pursuit of wealth and fame. [=he would do anything 
to achieve wealth and fame] 

2 [count] : an activity that is done for pleasure ■ She enjoys 
reading, knitting, and other quiet pursuits. 

pu-ru-lent /'pjarslant/ ac&, medical : containing or produc¬ 
ing pus ■ a purulent wound/discharge 

— pu*ru*lence /'pjarstans/ noun [noncount] 

pur-vey /p»'vei/ verb -veys; -veyed; -vey-ing [+ obj] for¬ 
mal : to make (something, such a product) available : to 
supply or provide (something) for use ■ a shop purveying 
handmade merchandise ■ purvey information 

pur«vey-or /p^'veja 1 / noun, pi -ors [count] formal : a person 
or business that sells or provides something ■ a purveyor of 
kitchen supplies • a software purveyor 

pur-view /'pa'.vju:/ noun [noncount] formal : an area within 
which someone or something has authority, influence, or 
knowledge ■ The case is within the court’s purview. • That 
question is outside/beyond my purview. ■ The moral dilem¬ 
mas of the early settlers are beyond the purview of this book. 

pUS /'pas/ noun [noncount] medical : a thick, yellowish sub¬ 
stance that is produced when a part of the body or a wound 
becomes infected ■ Pus oozed from the cat’s injured ear. 
1 DUSh /'puf/ verb push-es; pushed; push-ing 

1 : to use force to move (someone or something) forward or 
away from you [+ obj] Please stop pushing me. ■ Do you 
want to push the shopping cart? ■ Push [=press] the button to 
turn on the computer. ■ He slowly pushed the door open. ■ 
She pushed back her chair and stood up. ■ She pushed him 
aside and marched into the boss’s office. ■ He pushed her out 
of the way. • He pushed me into the table. ■ He was pushed 
off the sidewalk into the street. ■ She pushed her wet hair 
back/away from her face. ■ The bulldozer pushed the rubble 
over the edge of the pit. — often used figuratively ■ Larger 
companies are pushing [-forcing] smaller ones into bank¬ 
ruptcy. ■ Poverty pushed them to the breaking point. ■ He 
pushed aside [-put aside] his fear of rejection and asked her 
out on a date. ■ She pushed her doubts to the back of her 
mind. = She pushed her doubts out of her mind. [=she tried 
not to think about her doubts] [no obj] No matter how hard 

1 pushed, I couldn’t move the boulder. ■ He pushed and 
pulled to loosen the post from the ground. ■ She pushed 
against the door, but it wouldn’t open. 

2 : to go forward while using your hands, arms etc., to force¬ 
fully move people or things that are blocking you [no obj] 
Quit (your) pushing and shoving. Can’t you see there are a 
lot of people ahead of you in line? — often + through • The 
paramedics pushed through the crowd. [+ obj] They pushed 
their way to the front row. 

3 [+ obj] a : to force or try to force or persuade (someone) 
to do something ■ He pushed his son to play football. ■ He 
pushed them to accept his plan. ■ She pushed him into trying 
out for the team, b : to force (someone) to work hard at 
something in order to achieve success ■ The coach tends to 
push his players too hard. ■ Her teachers pushed her to suc¬ 
ceed. ■ She was tired but she pushed herself to keep working. 
C : to do or say things that cause trouble for (someone) ■ He 
keptpztf/imghis parents until they had no choice but to pun¬ 
ish him. ■ If you push him too far, you’ll regret it. 

4 [no obj] a always followed by an adverb or preposition : to 
continue moving forward in a forceful or steady way ■ The 
explorers pushed (along) deep into the jungle. — usually + 
ahead, forward, or on • The army pushed [=pressed] on in 
spite of the snow. ■ They were tired, but they kept pushing 
ahead, b : to continue to do something especially in a de¬ 
termined way ■ If we want to succeed, we have to keep push¬ 
ing. — usually + ahead, forward, or on ■ The city pushed 
[-pressed] aheadjforward with its plans to build a casino. ■ 
They pushed on with their plans. 


5 always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj]: to force 
(someone or something) to move away from a place ■ The 
troops pushed the enemy from the city. ■ Settlers pushed the 
native people off their land. 

6 [+ obj] : to cause (something) to be accepted, completed, 
etc., by making a special effort ■ The senators are trying to 
push the bill through Congress. ■ All of the editorial staff 
helped to push the project to completion. 

7 [no obj] : to make a strong, continuous effort to get or do 
something — often + for ■ The workers are pushing hard for 
higher wages. — often followed by to + verb • Town residents 
are pushing to prevent the shopping mall from being built. 

8 [+ obj] a : to make a strong effort to sell (something) ■ 
We’re pushing last year’s models to make room for this 
year’s, b : to try to make (something) more popular, well- 
known, etc., by talking about it ■ He went on the talk show 
to push [= promote ] his new film. C : to repeat (something) 
in order to show that it is important ■ They kept pushing 
[=pressing] the issue. ■ We need to get them to do something, 
but we don’t want to push the point too much. 

9 [+ obj] informal: to sell (illegal drugs) ■ He was arrested for 
pushing drugs. 

10 [+ obj] a : to go up to and often beyond (a limit) ■ His 
humor pushes the limits of bad taste. ■ She is always pushing 
her body’s limits with new physical challenges, b informal 
: to get close to (an age or number) — always used as (be) 
pushing ■ She must be pushing 80. [=she must be almost 80 
years old] ■ The game was played in front of a crowd pushing 
50,000. [=a crowd of almost 50,000 people] 

11 always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj : to 
cause or force (something) to change in a specified way ■ The 
cost of oil has pushed gas prices higher/up. [=has raised gas 
prices] ■ Stock prices have been pushed down. [=have been 
lowered] ■ Gas prices have been pushed [-raised] to record 
levels. 

12 [+ obj] sports : to hit (a ball) toward the right from a right- 
handed swing or toward the left from a left-handed swing ■ 
(golf) She pushed her drive into the rough. — compare pull 
be pushing up daisies see daisy 

push around also Brit push about [phrasal verb] push 
(someone) around/about : to try to force (someone) to do 
what you want by making threats, using force, etc. ■ Don’t 
let the bigger boys push you around —stand up for your¬ 
self! 

push back [phrasal verb] push back (something) or push 
(something) back : to change (a planned event) to start at a 
later date or time ■ The date of the meeting has been 
pushed back from Tuesday to Thursday. ■ The start time of 
the game has been pushed back from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
push in [phrasal verb] Brit : to move in front of other people 
who are waiting in a line ■ He pushed in at the head of the 
queue. [=((/£) he cut in at the head of the line] 
push it/things informal : to continue to do or to try to do 
something when you should stop ■ If your mom already 
said “no” two times, don’t push it. [=don’t keep asking her] 
You’ll just make her mad. ■ You’ve won a lot of money, but 
don’t push it [=don’t push your luck] or you could lose it 
all. ■ She pushed things too far and lost all her winnings. 
push off [phrasal verb] 1 : to move from a place or position 
by pushing against a surface with something ■ She pushed 
off (from shore) with her oar and started paddling. ■ His an¬ 
kle injury prevented him from pushing off with his left foot 
when he was skating. 2 Brit, informal : to go away 
: leave — used in speech as a rude or angry way of telling 
someone to go away ■ Push off [-get lost], mate. 
push on [phrasal verb] push (something) on (someone) : to 
force (someone) to accept (something) ■ He’s always trying 
to push his political beliefs on other people. — see also 

1 push 4 (above) 

push over [phrasal verb] 1 push over (someone or some¬ 
thing) or push (someone or something) over : to make 
(someone or something) fall to the ground by pushing ■ He 
pushed the smaller child over. ■ She pushed over the statue. 

2 US, informal: to move so that there is room for someone 
else to sit or stand next to you ■ Push over [=shove over] so 
that I can sit down, too. 

push paper(s) see 1 paper 
push the envelope see envelope 
push your luck see 'luck 
2 PUSh noun, pi pushes [count] 

1 : an act of pushing something or someone — usually sin¬ 
gular ■ He gave me a push. [=he pushed me] ■ Give the door a 
push to open it. ■ The computer starts with the push of a but- 
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ton. • At the push of a button, you can change a color photo 
into a black-and-white one. 

2 : a large, organized military attack — usually singular ■ 
They’re making a final push against enemy forces. ■ The 
army has launched a push toward the capital. — often used 
figuratively ■ The company is making a push into foreign 
markets. [=the company is entering foreign markets] 

3 : a strong, continuous effort to get or achieve something 
— usually singular ■ Despite a multimillion dollar marketing 
push, the movie flopped. — often + for ■ Workers are making 
a determined push for higher wages. — often followed by to 
+ verb ■ a push to improve public schools 

at a push Brit, informal: with some difficulty : by making a 
special effort ■ We can fit five people in the car, six at a 
push. 

get the push Brit, informal : to lose your job : to be fired 
from your job ■ The employees with less experience got the 
push. [=were fired; got the ax] 

give (someone) the push Brit, informal : to dismiss (some¬ 
one) from a job : to fire (someone) ■ His boss gave him the 
push. [=gave him the ax] 

push comes to shove informal — used to describe what 
happens when a situation becomes very serious or difficult 
and action needs to be taken ■ He backed down when push 
came to shove. ■ He’ll surrender if push comes to shove. 
push—bike /'puj,baik/ noun, pi -bikes [count] Brit, old- 
fashioned : BICYCLE 


push button noun, pi ~ -tons 

[count] : a small button or knob that 
is pushed to operate a machine 
— push-button adj, always used be¬ 
fore a noun ■ a push-button phone 
push-cart /'pujjkaa*/ noun, pi 
-carts [count] US : a cart that is 
pushed by a person — used especially 
to describe a cart that is used for sell¬ 
ing something outdoors • selling fruits 
and vegetables from a pushcart 
push-chair /'pu.fitfea-/ noun, pi 
-chairs [count] Brit: stroller 1 



push button 


pushed adj, not used before a noun, Brit, informal 

1 — used to say that it is difficult to do something ■ You’d be 
(hard) pushed [-hard-pressed] to find a better place to spend 
your holiday. 

2 : lacking something that is needed or desired : PRESSED — 
usually + for ■ I am really pushed for time/money right now. 

3 : busy or active ■ We’ve been a bit pushed lately, 
push-er /’pufa 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : someone who sells il¬ 
legal drugs ■ junkies and pushers ■ a drug pusher — see also 
PAPER PUSHER, PEN PUSHER 


push-OVer /'pu.fiouva 1 / noun, pi -overs [count] informal 

1 : an opponent that is easy to defeat ■ They thought the first 
team they played would be a pushover. 

2 : something that is easy to do ■ The exam was a pushover. 

3 : someone who is easy to persuade or influence ■ Dad’s a 
pushover. He’ll let me do anything I want. 

4 : someone who is unable to resist the attraction or appeal 
of something : SUCKER — usually +for m I’m a pushover for 
guys with big muscles. ■ He’s a pushover for kung fu movies. 

push-pin /'puj,pin/ noun, pi -pins [count] US : a short pin 
that has a large head and that is used to attach things (such 
as papers or photographs) to a wall or bulletin board — see 
picture at office; compare thumbtack 
push—up /'puJ^Ap/ noun, pi -ups [count] chiefly US : an ex¬ 
ercise in which you lay on your stomach and raise and lower 
your body by straightening and bending your arms — called 
also (Brit) press-up 

pushy /*puJV adj push-i-er; -est [also more most —] dis¬ 

approving : using forceful methods to make others do what 
you want them to do : aggressive and rude • a pushy salesper¬ 
son 

— push-i-ness /'pufinas/ noun [noncount] 
pu-Sil-lan-i-moUS Apjuisa'lzenamas l adj [more most ~] 

formal ; weak and afraid of danger : cowardly ■ a pusillan¬ 
imous leader 

1 puss /'pus/ noun, pi puss-es [count] informal ; face ■ I felt 
like smacking him right in the puss. [=like punching him 
right in the face] — see also sourpuss — compare 2 puss 
2 pUSS noun [singular] Brit, informal : a cat or kitten ■ Come 
here,pass. [=(US) kitty] — compare 'puss 
1 pussy /'pusi/ noun, pi puss-ies [count] informal: a cat or 
kitten : pussycat — used especially by children or when 


talking to children — compare 2 pussy, 3 pussy 
2 pus-sy /'pusi /noun, pi pus-sies [count] informal + offensive 
: a woman’s sex organs; also : sexual intercourse with a 
woman These uses of pussy are very offensive and should 
be avoided. — compare 'pussy, 3 pussy 
3 pus-sy /'pusi/ noun, pi pus-sies [count] chiefly US, infor¬ 
mal + impolite : a weak and cowardly man : sissy ■ He got 
into a fight when someone called him a pussy. — compare 
'pussy, 2 pussy 

pussy-cat /'pusi,k£et/ noun, pi -cats [count] informal 

1 : a cat or kitten — used especially by children or when 
talking to children ■ Look at the cute little pussycatl 

2 : a person who has a kind and gentle nature ■ He looks 
tough, but he’s really a pussycat. 

pussy-foot /'pusi,fut/ verb -foots; -foot-ed; -foot-ing [no 
obj] informal + disapproving : to avoid making a definite de¬ 
cision or stating a definite opinion because of fear, doubt, 
etc. ■ He should stop pussyfooting and tell us what he wants 
to do. — often + around ■ He’s been pussyfooting around for 
months because he’s afraid of offending anyone. 

pUSSy WillOW noun, pi ~ -lows [count] : a small tree with 
large, soft flowers; also : the flower of this tree 

pus-tule /'pAs,tfu:l/ noun, pi -tules [count] medical : a small 
bump on the skin that contains or produces pus 
1 put /'put/ verb puts; put; put-ting [+ obj] 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition a : to cause 
(someone or something) to be in a particular place or posi¬ 
tion ■ She put [= placed, set] the plant near the window. ■ Put 
the car in the garage. ■ I put the keys on the table. ■ He put his 
arms around her and held her tight, b : to cause (some¬ 
thing) to go into or through something in a forceful way ■ He 
fell and accidentally put his hand through a window, c : to 
cause (someone) to be in a particular place or send (some¬ 
one) to a particular place ■ The illness put her in the hospital 
for three days. ■ They par her in prison for forgery. ■ Her par¬ 
ents decided to put her in a special school for deaf children. ■ 
If she drove 55 mph for 20 minutes, that would put her about 
halfway there by now. d : to show that (someone or some¬ 
thing) is in a particular place ■ The evidence/report puts the 
defendant at the scene of the crime. [=it shows that the de¬ 
fendant was at the scene of the crime] 

2 : to write (something) with a pen or pencil in or on some¬ 
thing ■ Don’t forget to put your signature on the check. ■ He 
put his phone number on a napkin. ■ Put a circle around the 
correct answer. ■ I wrote that the answer was option B. What 
did you put ? ■ She had always dreamed of writing a novel, 
but she never actually put pen to paper. [=started writing] 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to cause 
(someone or something) to be in a particular state or condi¬ 
tion • Not exercising puts you at greater risk of developing 
heart disease. ■ Put the TV on channel 5, please. ■ Who put 
you in charge/command/control? ■ I told her some jokes to 
put her in/into a good mood. ■ His careless spending put him 
in/into debt. ■ Their actions have put them in serious danger. 

■ Her reassuring words put us at ease. [=made us feel calm 
and relaxed] ■ Put that idea out of your mind. [=stop thinking 
about that idea] ■ They said they shot the injured horce to put 
it out of its misery. [=so that it would not continue to suffer] 

■ They have put their competitors out of business. ■ The new 
technology could put him out of a job. = It could put him out 
of work. [=it could make him lose his job] ■ He’s putting the 
children to bed. [=helping them get into their beds] 

4 always followed by an adverb or preposition a : to cause 
(someone or something) to do work or perform a task — of¬ 
ten + to ■ She put the kids to work cleaning the basement, b 
: to use (something) ■ They are ready to put the plan in ac¬ 
tion/motion. ■ putting an idea into action/effect/practice • 
The new weapon was immediately put to use by the military. 

■ I don’t need this camera, but maybe you can put it to good 
use. 

5 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to cause 
(something) to have an effect on someone or something — 
usually + on • He puts [= places ] great emphasis on the need 
for new leadership. [=he strongly emphasizes the need for 
new leadership] ■ She has been putting pressure on us to fin¬ 
ish the project early. ■ Another child would put a heavy 
strain on their finances. [=would strain their finances very 
much] ■ A special tax/duty/surcharge was put on luxury 
items. ■ They want to put a limit on government spending. 

6 : to say or express (something) ■ As she put it, “You can’t 
please everyone.” ■ How should I put this? I don’t think 
you’re cut out for this job. ■ Well pull ■ Let me put it another 
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way. ■ I think you’re incompetent, fo put it bluntly. ■ It was a 
difficult experience, to put it mildly. [=it was a very difficult 
experience] ■ She finds it hard to put her feelings into words. 
[=to say what her feelings are] 

7 always followed by an adverb or preposition a : to ask (a 
question) or make (a suggestion) to someone ■ Let me put 
this question to you [=let me ask you this question]: what do 
we do now? ■ I put my plan/proposal before the board of di¬ 
rectors for consideration, b : to ask a group of people to 
formally vote on (something) ■ They plan on putting the mo¬ 
tion/resolution to a/the vote this afternoon. 

8 : to add music to (words) ■ She writes the lyrics and he puts 
[=tfeZ$] them to music. 

9 sports : to throw (a shot put) 

I wouldn’t put it past (someone) see 2 past 
put about [phrasal verb] 1 put (something) about or put 
about (something) Brit: to tell many people about (some¬ 
thing) ■ They put about the news that he was resigning. = 
They put it about that he was resigning. 2 a of a boat or 
ship : to change direction ■ The ship put about and sailed 
back out to sea. b put (something) about : to cause (a 
boat or ship) to change direction ■ a boat that can be put 
about quickly 

put across [phrasal verb] 1 put (something) across or put 
across (something) : to cause (something) to be clearly 
understood : to get (something) across ■ She has had trou¬ 
ble putting her message across to voters. 2 put (yourself) 
across as (something) : to cause (yourself) to appear to be 
(a particular type of person) • He tries to put himself across 
as [=to make other people believe that he is] a nice guy. 
put a foot wrong see x foot 

put aside [phrasal verb] put (something) aside or put aside 
(something) 1 : to save or keep (something, such as mon¬ 
ey) to be used at a later time ■ She’s been putting aside 
some money for a vacation. ■ Can you put a few minutes 
aside for a short meeting? 2 : to stop worrying or think¬ 
ing about (something) ■ We need to put these problems 
aside for now and get the work done. ■ It’s time to put aside 
our differences and start working together. 
put at [phrasal verb] put (something) at (something) : to 
guess or estimate (something) to be (something) ■ The cor¬ 
oner put his time of death at 7:00. [=the coroner estimated 
that the time of his death was 7:00] ■ Recent estimates put 
the number of unreported cases at 2,000 each year. 
put away [phrasal verb] 1 put (something) away or put 
away (something) a : to return (something) to the place 
where it belongs • He washed, dried, and put away the dish¬ 
es after dinner. ■ She put the pictures away for safekeeping. 

■ Put your notes away. It’s time for the test, b : to save or 
keep (something, such as money) to be used at a later time 

■ Her parents started putting away money for her education 
the year she was bom. c informal : to eat (a large amount 
of food) ■ I used to put away huge meals before I went on a 
diet. ■ That guy can really put it awayl 2 put (someone) 
away or put away (someone) informal : to cause (someone) 
to be kept in a prison or mental hospital ■ He’s a vicious 
criminal. I hope they put him away for the rest of his life. 

put back [phrasal verb] put (something) back or put back 
(something) 1 : to return (something) to the place where 
it belongs ■ Remember to put the vacuum cleaner back in 
the closet after you’ve used it. ■ The books had been put 
back neatly on the shelf. 2 Brit : to change (a planned 
event) to start at a later date or time ■ They put back 
[=pushed back , postponed] the game until next week. ■ The 
meeting has been put back from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
put before [phrasal verb] put (something) before (someone 
or something) : to ask (a person or group) to make a deci¬ 
sion about (something) ■ The problem of downtown park¬ 
ing was put before the mayor/council. ■ We should put this 
question before the voters. 

put behind [phrasal verb] put (something) behind you : to 
stop worrying about or being upset by (something that 
happened in the past) ■ It was a disappointing loss, but we 
need to put it behind us and focus on winning the next 
game. ■ Put the past behind you. 
put by [phrasal verb] put (something) by or put by (some¬ 
thing) chiefly Brit : to save (money) for a later time ■ She 
has put some money by [=put aside] for emergencies. 
put down [phrasal verb] 1 put (someone or something) 
down also put down (someone or something) a : to place 
(someone or something that you have been holding or car¬ 
rying) on a table, on the floor, etc. ■ She carefully put the 
vase down on the table. ■ The police ordered him to put 


down the gun. ■ I don’t need you to carry me. Put me down\ 
b : to add (someone or something) to a list • Don’t forget 
to put down milk and bread on the shopping list. C infor¬ 
mal : to say critical or insulting things about (someone or 
something) ■ He frequently puts down her work. ■ Her par¬ 
ents are always putting her down. • He puts himself down a 
lot, but he’s really quite an attractive man. — see also PUT- 
down 2 put (something) down or put down (something) 
a : to write (something) : to record (something) in writing 

■ She says that the reporter/ ju/ her quote down incorrectly. 

• Every night, he puts his thoughts down in a journal. ■ I 
need to put down my thoughts on paper before I forget 
them. ■ What answer did you put down on the test? b : to 
give (an amount of money) as a first payment when you 
are buying something that costs a lot of money ■ We put 10 
percent down on the house. = We put down a 10 percent de¬ 
posit on the house. ■ Put no money down and pay no inter¬ 
est on the car until next year. C : to put (something) in 
place on the floor or ground ■ Putting down [installing] a 
new hardwood floor would greatly increase the value of 
your home. ■ We put down a layer of mulch in the rose gar¬ 
den. d : to stop (a violent or dangerous activity) by using 
force ■ Federal troops were brought in to help put down the 
riot. ■ put down a rebellion/revolt/uprising e : to kill (an 
animal) in a way that causes it little pain usually because it 
is injured or sick ■ They had to have their dog put down 
[=put to sleep] by the vet. f Brit : to end a telephone con¬ 
nection ■ She said goodbye and put down the phone. 
[=hung up the phone] ■ She put the phone down on him. 
[=she hung up the phone while he was still talking to her] 
g Brit : to formally suggest (something) as an idea to be 
discussed and voted on by a group of people : to propose 
or introduce (something) ■ putting down an amendment in 
Parliament 3 put down or put (something) down or put 
down (something) chiefly Brit : to land or to cause (an air¬ 
plane) to land ■ Our plane put down [= landed] in New York 
around 2 p.m. ■ The pilot was forced to put [=set] the plane 
down in a field. 4 put (someone) down or put down 
(someone) : to place (a baby or child) in a bed to sleep ■ He 
put the baby down (in her crib) for a nap. 5 put (some¬ 
one) down as (something) : to think of (someone) as (a 
specified kind of person or thing) ■ Most people put him 
down as [=believe that he is] a fanatic. 6 put (someone) 
down for (something) : to write the name of (someone) on 
a list of people who will do or give (something) ■ Can I put 
you down for a donation? [=can I write that you will give a 
donation?] ■ Sure, put me down for $20. 7 put (something) 
down to (something) : to say or think that (something) 
happened because of (something) ■ L.et’s put the mistake 
down to your inexperience and forget about it. ■ The mis¬ 
take was put down to [= attributed to] his inexperience. 

put forth {phrasal verb] put forth (something) or put (some¬ 
thing) forth somewhat formal 1 : to suggest (an idea, plan, 
etc.) for people to think about or consider ■ The same ar¬ 
gument has been put forth by many people in the opposi¬ 
tion. ■ I would like to put forth some alternatives. ■ putting 
forth a plan/proposal/theory 2 : to use (something, such 
as energy) for a particular purpose ■ She put forth all her 
energy to win the race. ■ They put forth a good effort. 3 of 
a plant : to produce or send out (something) by growing ■ 
The trees are starting to put forth new leaves. 

put forward [phrasal verb] put (something) forward or put 
forward (something) somewhat formal : to suggest (some¬ 
thing) for consideration : propose ■ He put forward [=put 
forth] a theory about how the accident may have occurred. 

put in [phrasal verb] 1 put (something) in or put in (some¬ 
thing) a : to make (something) ready to be used in a cer¬ 
tain place : install ■ We put in new cabinets just last year. 

■ In order to fix the car they have to put in a new engine, 
b : to add (a comment) to a conversation or argument ■ 
She put a quick comment in about her busy schedule. ■ I’d 
like to put in a few words on his behalf. [=to say something 
that supports him] • Would you mind putting in a good 
word for me? [=would you say something good about me?] 

■ You will each have a chance to put in your two cents. [=to 
express your opinion] C : to make an official statement, 
offer, or request ■ She put in a plea of not guilty. [=she 
pleaded not guilty] ■ I need to put in [=make, submit ] a re¬ 
port about this. ■ You have two weeks to put in [=submit] a 
claim with the insurance company. ■ They are putting in 
[=making] a $300,000 offer for the house. ■ I’d like to put in 
[-place] an order for a dozen roses. ■ Contractors have be¬ 
gun putting in bids for the job. d : to perform (a particu- 
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lar action) ■ They put in an amazing performance last 
night. ■ The prime minister put in a call to [ =called] the 
White House. ■ I won’t be able to stay at the party long, but 
I’ll at least try to put in an appearance. [=to go to the party 
for a short time] e : to work or do something for (an 
amount of time) ■ She put in 10 hours at the office yester¬ 
day. ■ She put in a long day at work. ■ He has put in his time 
(in jail), and now he is a free man. 2 put in (something) or 
put (something) in (something) : to use (a certain amount 
of energy or effort) when doing something ■ If we put in a 
little more effort, we could finish by this afternoon. ■ He 
puts a lot of energy in his performances. 3 put (some¬ 
thing) in (something) a : to invest (money) into (some¬ 
thing) ■ She put her money in stocks and bonds, b — used 
to say what causes you to have faith, confidence, etc. ■ He 
puts his faith in reason/science. ■ putting her trust in God 
4 put in for (something) : to ask for (something) in an offi¬ 
cial way : to formally request (something) ■ He put in for a 
leave of absence. ■ putting in for a promotion 5 of a boat or 
ship : to enter a harbor or port ■ The ship put in at Sydney. 

put into [phrasal verb ] put (something) into (something) 1 
: to use (a certain amount of energy or effort) when doing 
(something) ■ He puts a lot of energy into his performances. 

■ She put her heart into (writing) the letter. [=she expressed 
her feelings in a very open and honest way] 2 : to invest 
(time, money, etc.) in (something) ■ They put their entire 
life savings into the company. ■ We put a lot of money into 
(fixing up) that house. 

put it there or put her there informal + old-fashioned — 
used to invite someone to shake hands with you ■ Put her 
there , pal! 

put off [phrasal verb] 1 put (something) off or put off (some¬ 
thing) : to decide that (something) will happen at a later 
time : postpone • The meeting has been put off until next 
week. = We put off (holding) the meeting until next week. ■ 
I’ve been meaning to call him, but I keep putting it off. ■ 
I’ve been putting off calling him. 2 put (someone) off or 
put off (someone) a : to cause (someone) to wait ■ I need 
to come up with an excuse to put off the bill collector. ■ She 
finally called him after putting him off all week, b : to 
cause (someone) to dislike someone or something ■ Don’t 
let the restaurant’s dingy appearance put you off -—their 
food is great. ■ I was put off by his rudeness. ■ (chiefly Brit ) 
His rudeness put me off him [=made me dislike him] at 
once. — see also OFF-PUTriNG C Brit : to allow (some¬ 
one) to get off a bus or other vehicle ■ Could you put [ =let] 
me off (the bus) at the next stop, please? 

put on [phrasal verb] 1 put (something) on or put on (some¬ 
thing) a : to dress yourself in (clothing) ■ She put on her 
new dress. ■ Put on a hat and gloves. ■ I’ll put some clothes 
on and be right there, b : to apply (something) to your 
face or body ■ putting on lipstick/mascara/lotion ■ She puts 
on far too much makeup. ■ We tried to put on a happy / 
brave face [=we tried to appear happy/brave] despite our 
concern. C : to add to or increase the amount of (some¬ 
thing) ■ The fire was getting low and we needed to put on 
more wood. ■ She put on [=gained] 40 pounds during her 
pregnancy. ■ He’s put on some weight recently, d : to 
cause (a machine, a light, etc.) to begin to work ■ Would 
you mind if I put [=tumed] the TV on? ■ Somebody put on 
the lights, e : to cause (something) to begin to be heard, 
seen, produced, etc. ■ put on a record/CD/album ■ putting 
on some music ■ We put on the air-conditioning/heat in the 
car. f : to start cooking or making (something) • Let me 
know when to put on the rice. ■ He put on a pot of coffee 
for his guests, g : to produce (something that entertains 
people, such as a play, a party, etc.) ■ They’re putting on a 
concert. ■ He always puts on a great show/performance. ■ 
The town puts on a fireworks display every Independence 
Day. ■ We are putting on a barbecue for everyone in the 
neighborhood. 2 put (something) on (someone or some¬ 
thing) a : to say that (someone or something) is responsi¬ 
ble for or guilty of (something) ■ Responsibility for the ac¬ 
cident was put on the other driver. ■ He puts much of the 
blame for his problems on the government, b : to bet (an 
amount of money) on (someone or something) ■ We put $2 
on the favorite to win. ■ putting money on horse races 3 
put (someone or something) on (something) : to add 
(someone or something) to (a list or group of related 
things) ■ She asked to have her name put on the list of can¬ 
didates. ■ They put her on the list. ■ We put several new 
dishes on the menu. ■ “Bartender, I’ll have another beer.” 
“Okay, I’ll put it on your bill.” 4 put (someone) on or put 


on (someone) chiefly US, informal: to say things that are 
not true to (someone) in a joking way : to trick or fool 
(someone) for amusement ■ He said he knew the President, 
but I think he was just putting me on. [=(Brit ) having me on] 
— see also 2 PUT-ON 5 — used to say that you would like 
to speak to someone on the phone ■ Hi Dad. Could you put 
Mom on? [=could you give Mom the phone so that I can 
speak to her?] ■ Put Dave on the phone, please. 6 put 
(someone) on (something) : to tell (someone) to use or do 
(something) ■ Her doctor put her on medication. [=her doc¬ 
tor prescribed medication for her] ■ He decided to put him¬ 
self on a diet. [=to go on a diet] 7 put (someone) on to 
(something) : to give (someone) information about (some¬ 
thing) : to tell (someone) about (something that he or she 
did not know about before) ■ A friend of mine put me on to 
this book in high school. 

put out [phrasal verb ] 1 put (something) out or put out 

(something) a : to cause (something) to stop burning 
: extinguish ■ She put the fire out by pouring water on it. 

■ She put out her cigarette in an ashtray, b : to stop (some¬ 
thing) from working ■ Who put out [= turned off] the lights? 
C : to take (something) outside and leave it there ■ I put the 
dog out in the backyard before leaving the house. ■ putting 
horses out to graze ■ (US) Don’t forget to put out the trash/ 
garbage. = (Brit) Don’t forget to put out the rubbish, d 
: to extend (something) outward ■ I put out my hand and 
he shook it eagerly. - She put out her arm for them to stop, 
e : to place (something) where people may use it ■ He al¬ 
ways put out a bowl of candy for the grandchildren. ■ We 
should put out a few extra chairs in case more people ar¬ 
rive. f : to produce (something) ■ This small radiator puts 
out a surprising amount of heat. ■ They will have to put out 
considerable effort to meet the deadline. ■ It was early 
spring, and the trees were just starting to put out their 
leaves, g : to make (something) available to be bought, 
used, etc. ■ She plans to put out a new album in March. ■ 
They need to be putting out cars that get better gas mileage. 

■ The information was given in a pamphlet put out by the 
university’s health department. ■ Researchers recently put 
out a report/study on the issue. ■ The police have put out 
[=issued] a warrant for his arrest. ■ Someone put the word 
out [=started telling people] that the police were looking 
for her. 2 put (someone) out or put out (someone) a : to 
annoy or bother (someone) • All the attention didn’t seem 
to put her out at all. ■ I’m a little put out that no one called 
to tell me they would be late, b : to cause (someone) to 
do extra work : to cause trouble for (someone) ■ I hope my 
visit didn’t put you out. [=didn’t inconvenience you] ■ 
Please don’t put yourself out just for us. C : to make 
(someone) unconscious ■ The anesthesia put him out for a 
little over three hours, d sports : to cause (someone) to be 
out in baseball or cricket ■ The runner was put out at sec¬ 
ond base. — see also PUTOUT 3 chiefly US, informal + im¬ 
polite : to have sex with someone ■ Did she put out last 
night? 4 of a boat or ship : to leave a harbor or port ■ The 
ship put out to sea. 

put over [phrasal verb] 1 put (something) over or put over 
(something) : to cause (something) to be clearly under¬ 
stood : to put (something) across ■ He puts over very com¬ 
plicated concepts in a way that his students can under¬ 
stand. 2 put (yourself) over as (something) : to cause 
(yourself) to appear to be (a particular type of person) ■ 
She puts herself over as [=makes other people believe that 
she is] a modem, independent woman. 3 put (something) 
over on (someone) : to lie about (something) to (someone) 
: to trick or deceive someone ■ Don’t try to put anything 
over on her. She’ll see right through you. 

put paid to see 2 paid 

put (someone) in mind of see ^ind 

put through [phrasal verb] 1 put (something) through or 
put through (something) : to cause (something) to be ac¬ 
cepted or done successfully ■ They put through a number of 
reforms. ■ tax cuts that were put through by former admin¬ 
istrations ■ I asked Human Resources to help me put 
through [=to help me get] a transfer to a different depart¬ 
ment. 2 put (someone) through (something) : to pay for 
(someone) to attend (school) ■ She has a full-time job and 
is putting herself through college. 3 put (someone or 
something) through (something) : to cause (someone or 
something) to experience (something) ■ His doctor/ jw? him 
through a series of tests. ■ She put her parents through a lot 
when she was a teenager. ■ You’ve been put through quite 
an ordeal. ■ I’ve been put through hell! ■ We put that truck 
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through a lot when we owned it. ■ The new software still 
needs to be put through its paces [=it still needs to be test¬ 
ed] before it can be made available to the public. 4 put 
(someone or something) through or put through (someone 
or something) a : to cause a phone call from (someone) 
to be sent to another person’s phone ■ Please hold while I 
put you through (to the manager), b : to cause (a phone 
call) to be sent to another person’s phone ■ Please hold 
while I put your call through (to the manager). 

put to death see death 

put together {phrasal verb ] 1 put (something) together or 

put together (something) a : to create (something) by 
joining or gathering parts together ■ You’ll need a screw¬ 
driver to put the toy together. ■ They put their first band to¬ 
gether when they were in high school. ■ Help me put togeth¬ 
er a list of what we need at the store. ■ She put a proposal 
together to give to the committee for consideration. ■ Her 
outfit was very well put together. [=the parts looked good 
together] b — used to say that someone or something is 
greater than the total of all the other people or things men¬ 
tioned ■ You’re smarter than all of those other guys put to¬ 
gether. 2 put (something) together with (something) : to 
add or combine (something) with (something) ■ I never 
would have thought of putting this wine together with fish. 

■ The lack of rain put together with [=along with, combined 
with] the heat ruined many of the region’s crops. 

put up {phrasal verb] 1 put (something) up or put up (some¬ 
thing) a : to place (something) in a higher position ■ They 
put up the flag in the morning and take it down at night. ■ 
Sit down. Put your feet up and relax. "If you have a ques¬ 
tion, please put up [=raise] your hand. ■ Stopl Put your 
hands up (over your head)! ■ When she goes to work, she 
usually puts her hair up (in a ponytail), b : to cause 
(something) to be on a wall, to hang from a ceiling, etc. ■ 
She went around town putting up posters for the concert. ■ 
I just put up new curtains. C : to set or place (something) 
so that it stands up ■ putting up a tent ■ They put up a dis¬ 
play of new products. ■ They put up a “for sale” sign in 
front of their house, d : to build (something) ■ They’re 
putting up a new office building on Main Street. ■ putting up 
a fence e : to make (something) available for people to 
buy or have ■ The lamps were put up at auction. — often + 
for ■ They put all of their possessions up for sale. ■ They put 
the puppies up for adoption, f : to provide (money, prop¬ 
erty, etc.) in order to pay for something • They decided not 
to put up the money for her bail. ■ They put up the compa¬ 
ny’s assets as collateral on the loan, g : to offer (some¬ 
thing) as a prize ■ The police have put up a $1,000 reward 
for information leading to his capture, h chiefly Brit : to 
increase (something) : raise ■ They are likely to put up in¬ 
terest rates again this year. 1 US : to return (something) to 
the place where it belongs ■ It’s time to put up [=put away ] 
your toys and get ready for bed. ■ He washed, dried, and 
put up the dishes after dinner, j chiefly US : to preserve 
(fruits, vegetables, etc.) to be used later : can ■ Their 
grandmother spent the afternoon putting up peaches. 2 
put up (something) a : to do (something) as a way of re¬ 
sisting or struggling against someone or something ■ We’re 
not leaving without putting up a fight. [=without fighting] ■ 
As expected, the kids put up a fuss when we said it was 
time for bed. ■ They are likely to put up stiff resistance to 
any new proposals, b : to offer (something) as an argu¬ 
ment, a suggestion, etc. ■ She put up a good/solid argument 
in his defense. ■ putting up a proposal C : to score (points) 

■ They put up 20 points in the first half. ■ She needs to put 
up big numbers [=to score a lot of points] in today’s game. 

3 a put (someone) up : to give food and shelter to (some¬ 
one) : to allow or pay for (someone) to stay in someone’s 
home, a hotel, etc., for the night ■ Could you put me up for 
the night? ■ His employers put him up at a hotel. • We put 
our guests up in the spare bedroom, b chiefly Brit : to stay 
in someone’s home, a hotel, etc., for the night ■ He put up 
with a friend while he was in town. ■ putting up at a hotel 

4 put (someone) up or put up (someone) : to choose or 
suggest (someone) to be a candidate or competitor ■ The 
party put her up (as its candidate) for governor. ■ They put 
up their best man to compete against the champion. 5 put 
(someone) up to (something) : to convince (someone) to 
do (something stupid or foolish) ■ His friends put him up to 
(playing) the prank. ■ Who put you up to this? 6 put up 
with (something or someone) : to allow (someone or some¬ 
thing unpleasant or annoying) to exist or happen : toler¬ 
ate ■ At this school, we will not put up with bad behavior. • 


I can’t put up with much more of this. 7 put up or shut up 
informal — used to tell someone in a somewhat rude way 
to start doing something or to stop talking about it ■ You’ve 
complained long enough. It’s time to put up or shut up. 

2 put noun, pi puts [count] sports : the act of throwing a shot 
put 

3 put adj 

stay put: to stay where you are : to not move or go any¬ 
where ■ Stay put until I get back. 

- see also hard put 

pu-ta-tive /'pju.tativ/ adj, always used before a noun, formal 
: generally believed to be something • a putative expert ■ the 
child’s putative father [=the man who is believed to be the 
child’s father] 

- pu-ta-tive-ly adv 

put—down /'put,daun/ noun, pi -downs [count] : a state¬ 
ment that criticizes or insults someone ■ humiliating put- 
downs — see also put down at ‘put 
1 put—on /'put'ccn/ adj, always used before a noun : not real or 
genuine : fake • a.put-on British accent — see also put on at 
‘put 

2 put—on /'put,cr.n/ noun, pi -ons [count] chiefly US : the act 
of saying things that are not true in a joking way ■ He said he 
knew the President, but I’m sure that was just a put-on. [=I’m 
sure he was just putting me on] — see also put on at ‘put 
put-OUt /'put,aut/ noun, pi -outs [count] baseball : an action 
that causes a batter or runner on the opposite team to be out 
■ The shortstop fielded the grounder and threw to first base 
for the putout. — see also put out at ‘put 
pU'tre*faC*tion /ipjuitra’faskJan/ noun [noncount] : the 
process or result of decaying ■ the smell/stench of putrefac¬ 
tion 

pu-tre-fy /'pju.tra^ai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing [no obj] for¬ 
mal : to be slowly destroyed by natural processes : to rot 
and become putrid ■ putrefying meat/flesh synonyms see 
‘decay 

pu-trid /'pjuitrad/ adj 

1 : decayed with usually a very bad or disgusting smell • pu¬ 
trid [=rotten] meat ■ a putrid odor/smell/stench [=a bad smell 
that something has when it is decaying] 

2 informal: very ugly, bad, or unpleasant ■ a putrid shade of 
green ■ a putrid performance 

putt /'pAt/ verb putts; putt-ed; putting [no obj] : to hit a 
golf ball with a special club (called a putter) so that it rolls 
along the ground toward the hole 

- putt noun, pi putts [count] ■ Her putt was a few feet short 
of the hole. ■ She made/sank/holed the putt. [=she putted 
the ball and it went in the hole] ■ She missed the putt. [=she 
putted the ball and it did not go in the hole] — putting 
noun [noncount] ■ Her putting has improved considerably. 

1 putt-er /'pAt»/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a golf club that is used to putt the ball 

2 : a person who putts golf balls ■ a golfer who’s a good/bad 
putter [=a golfer who putts well/badly] 

2 put*ter /'pAter/ verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing [no obj] Brit : to 
make small popping sounds while moving slowly ■ the mo¬ 
torboat puttered across the lake 

putter around [phrasal verb] US : to spend time in a relaxed 
way doing small jobs and other things that are not very im¬ 
portant ■ I didn’t do much last weekend. I just puttered 
around. [=iBrit ) pottered around/about] ■ He spent his vaca¬ 
tion puttering around the house/garden. 

- put-ter-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 put-ting present participle of 1 PUT 
2 putt-ing present participle of PUTr 

putt-ing green /'pAtnj-/ noun, pi ~~ greens [count] golf 
: an area covered with very short grass around the hole into 
which the ball must be played : green; also : a similar area 
that has many holes and that is used for practice 
put-ty /'pAti/ noun [noncount] : a soft, sticky substance that 
becomes hard when it dries and that is used for holding glass 
in window frames or for filling small holes in wood 
putty in your hands *> If someone is putty' in your hands, 
you are able to control that person very easily. ■ He does 
whatever she wants. He’s putty in her hands. 

- putty verb put-ties; put-tied; put-ty-ing [+ obj] ■ She 
puttied the window to stop drafts. 

put—Up job noun, pi ~ jobs [count] informal + disapproving 
: something that is secretly arranged or decided at an earlier 
time in order to trick or deceive someone ■ That talent con¬ 
test was a put-up job : you never had a chance to win! 
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put-upon • Q-tips 


put-up-on /'puta.pain/ adj [more most ~] : feeling that 
someone is taking advantage of you or treating you unfairly ■ 
I was beginning to feel rather put-upon by the end of their 
visit. ■ a put-upon secretary 

putz /'pAts/ noun, pi putz-es [count] US, informal : a stupid 
or foolish person who is not well liked ■ I can't believe what a 
putz that guy is. 

1 puz-zle /'pAzal/ noun, pi puz-zles [count] 

1 a : a question or problem that requires thought, skill, or 
cleverness to be answered or solved ■ a book of puns, riddles, 
and puzzles — see also crossword puzzle b : jigsaw 
puzzle — often used figuratively • The restaurant is trying 
to attract more customers, and the new menu is an impor¬ 
tant piece of the puzzle. [=an important part of what is being 
done] ■ Researchers are close to finding a solution, but they 
haven't found the final pieces of the puzzle. 

2 : something or someone that is difficult to understand — 
usually singular ■ The cause of the explosion was a puzzle. 
[=no one knew what caused the explosion] ■ His strange be¬ 
havior is a puzzle to his friends. [=his friends don’t under¬ 
stand the reason for his strange behavior] 

2 puzzle verb puzzles; puz-zled; puz-zling [+ obj ]: to con¬ 
fuse (someone) : to be difficult for (someone) to understand 
■ The question puzzled me. [=1 did not know the answer to 
the question] ■ The cause of the accident has puxled investi¬ 
gators. ■ I was puzzled by his behavior. [=1 did not understand 
the reason for his behavior] 

puzzle out [phrasal verb] puzzle (something) out or puzzle 
out (something) : to understand or find (something, such 
as the answer to a difficult problem) by careful thinking ■ 
She puzzled out the meaning of the strange phrase. 
puzzle over [phrasal verb] puzzle over (something) : to think 
or worry for a long time about (something) ■ He’s been 
puzzling over whether to buy a new car. • We puzzled over 
the best arrangement for the furniture, 
puzzled adj [more most ~]: feeling or showing confusion 
because something is difficult to understand - Investigators 
are puzzled about the cause of the accident. ■ He had a very 
puzzled [^confused] look on his face, 
puz-zle-ment /'pAzalmant/ noun, formal 

1 [noncount] : a feeling of being confused because something 
is difficult to understand ■ The cause of the accident has 
been a source of puzzlement. • The explanation only in¬ 
creased their puzzlement. 

2 [singular] chiefly US : something that is difficult to under¬ 
stand ■ The cause of the accident is a puzzlement [-puzzle] 

pUZ-zler /’pAzal zr! noun, pi puz-zlers [count] informal 
: something that is confusing or difficult to understand — 
usually singular ■ The question is a real puzzler. 
pUZ-zling /'pAzali ql adj [more most ~]: causing or likely 

to cause confusion : difficult to solve or understand ■ puz¬ 
zling questions - a puzzling metaphor/statement/event • The 
directions are somewhat puzzling. 

PVC /,pi:,vi:'si:/ noun [noncount] : a type of plastic used for 
pipes that carry water and for many other products PVC is 
an abbreviation of “polyvinyl chloride.” 

Pvt. abbr, US private ■ Pvt. David Logan 
PX abbr, US post exchange 


pyg-my also pig-my /'pigmi/ noun, pi -mles [count] 

1 Pygmy : a member of a group of very small people who 
live in Africa 

2 disapproving : a person who is regarded as very weak, stu¬ 
pid, etc. ■ an intellectual pygmy 

2 pygmy also pigmy adj, always used before a noun, biology 

— used to describe a type of plant or animal that is smaller 
than the usual size ■ a pygmy elephant 

pyjamas Brit spelling of pajamas 
py-lon /'pai,la:n/ noun, pi -Ions [count] 

1 a : a tall tower or similar structure ■ The bridge is support¬ 
ed by concrete pylons, b : a tall, metal structure that is part 
of a series of structures supporting a long stretch of electri¬ 
cal wire ■ a row of electricity pylons 

2 US : TRAFFIC CONE 

3 American football: one of the upright markers that are po¬ 
sitioned at the comers of the end zone 

pyr-a-mid /'pii^mid/ noun.pl -mids [count] 

1 a : a very large structure built especially in ancient Egypt 
that has a square base and four triangular sides which form a 
point at the top ■ the ancient pyramids of Egypt b : a shape, 
object, or pile that is wide near the bottom and narrows 
gradually as it reaches the top ■ a pyramid of apples/oranges 

— see picture at geometry 

2 : something that resembles a pyramid in the way its parts 
are arranged or organized ■ the social pyramid • (US) the 
food pyramid [=a drawing or chart that is shaped like a pyra¬ 
mid and that shows the type of food you should eat for a 
healthy diet] 

— py-ra-mi-dal /pa'ramadl/ adj • a pyramidal structure 
pyramid scheme noun, pi ~ schemes [count] : a dis¬ 
honest and usually illegal business in which many people are 
persuaded to invest their money and the money of later in¬ 
vestors is used to pay the people who invested first — called 
also (US) Ponzi scheme 

pyre /'paja-/ noun, pi pyres [count] : a pile of wood for burn¬ 
ing a dead body ■ a funeral pyre 
Py-rex /'pai,reks/ trademark — used for a type of special 
glass that can get very hot without breaking 
py-rite /'pai,rait/ noun [noncount] : a common mineral that 
is shiny and pale yellow in color 
py-ro-ma-nla /ipairou'meinija/ noun [noncount] : a mental 
illness that makes people have a strong desire to set fires 

— py-ro-ma-nl-ac Apairou'mein^Eek/rtown, pi -acs [count] 
■ The fire was set by a pyromaniac. 

py-ro-tech-niCS /.paira'tckmks/ noun [plural] 

1 : a bright display of fireworks 

2 : a very impressive show or display that requires great skill 
■ The visual pyrotechnics of the film are stunning. ■ verbal/ 
musical pyrotechnics 

Pyr-rhic victory Ppink-/ noun, pi ~ -ries [count] : a victo¬ 
ry that is not worth winning because so much is lost to 
achieve it ■ The company won the lawsuit, but it was a Pyr¬ 
rhic victory because of all the bad publicity they received 
during the trial. 

py-thon /'pai,0a:n/ noun, pi -thons [count] : a very large 
snake that kills the animals it eats by wrapping itself around 
them 


Q 


q or Q /'kju:/ noun, pi q’s or qs or Q’s or Qs : the 17th letter 
of the English alphabet [count] The word “quart” begins 
with a q. [noncount] The word “quart” begins with q. 
mind your p’s and q’s see ‘p 

QA abbr quality assurance 

Q and A or Q & A noun, pi Q and A’s or Q & A’s [count] 
: a period of time or an occasion when someone answers 
questions that are asked by a reporter, by the people in an 
audience, etc. ■ There will be a brief Q and A following the 
speech. — often used before another noun *a(? and A ses¬ 
sion 

QB abbr quarterback 

QC abbr 1 quality control 2 Brit Queen’s Counsel 


QED /|kju:, i:'di:/ abbr — used to say that something (such as 
a particular fact or a logical statement) proves what you 
were trying to prove QED is an abbreviation of the Latin 
phrase “quod erat demonstrandum,” Akwaid'ea^a^deman- 
'strsendam/ which means "which was to be demonstrated.” 
qt. abbr quart 
q.t. /,kju:'ti:/ 

on the q.t. or on the Q.T. informal : in a secret or quiet way 
■ All the arrangements were made on the q.t. • She told me 
about it on the q.t. • This information is private, so keep It 
on the q.t. [=don’t tell anyone about it] 

Q—tips /'kju:,tips/ trademark — used for short sticks that 
have pieces of soft cotton at both ends 



qtr. • qualified 
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qtr. abbr quarter 
qty. abbr quantity 

qua /'kwa:/ prep, formal \ in the character or role of (some¬ 
one or something) : as — used to indicate that someone or 
something is being referred to or thought about in a particu¬ 
lar way ■ The artist qua artist is less interesting to me than the 
artist as a human being. — see also sine qua non 
'quack /'kwsek/ verb quacks; quacked; quack-ing [no 
obj] of a duck : to make a loud sound ■ We could hear the 
ducks quacking. 

2 quack noun, pi quacks [count] : the loud sound that is 
made by a duck — compare 3 quack 
3 quack noun, pi quacks [count] informal 

1 disapproving : an unskillful doctor or a person who falsely 
claims to have medical skills ■ That quack almost killed me 
by prescribing the wrong medication. • Her doctor turned 
out to be a real quack. 

2 Brit — used in usually a negative or humorous way to refer 
to a doctor ■ a visit to the quack 

— compare 2 quack 

— quack adj, always used before a noun ■ quack medicines ■ 
a quack doctor 

quack-ery /'kwtekari/ noun [noncount] disapproving : the 
methods and treatments used by unskillful doctors or by 
people who pretend to be doctors ■ His cure was nothing but 
quackery. 

quad /'kwa:d/ noun, pi quads [count] informal 

1 : quadrangle 2 ■ Meet me at the quad after class. 

2 : quadriceps ■ She suffered a quad injury. — usually plu¬ 
ral • I overworked my quads at the gym. 

3 : quadruplet ■ She gave birth to quads. 
quad-ran-gle /'kwa^drarjgal/ noun, pi -ran-gles [count] 

1 geometry : a flat shape that has four sides and four angles 
: QUADRILATERAL 

2 : an open square or rectangular area at a college, school, 
etc., that is surrounded by buildings on all four sides 

quad*rant /'kwcrdrant/ noun, pi -rants [count] : one part 
of something that is evenly divided into four parts • Draw 
two intersecting lines that divide the page into four quad¬ 
rants. ■ The town is located in the northwest quadrant of the 
state.; especially, geometiy : one part of a circle that is evenly 
divided into four parts 

qua-drat*ic equation /kwa'drcetik-/ noun, pi -tions 
[count] mathematics : an equation in which the highest un¬ 
known variable is multiplied by itself only once ■ x 2 + 4x + 4 
= 0 is a quadratic equation. 

quad*ri*ceps /'kwcudre^eps/ noun, pi quadriceps 

[count] : a large muscle at the front of your upper leg ■ He 
felt a pain in his right quadriceps. ■ My quadriceps are sore. 
quad*ri*lat*er*al Akwcndra'lsetaral/ noun, pi -als [count] 
geometty : a flat shape that has four sides and four angles 

— quadrilateral adj ■ The sheet of metal was cut into even 
quadrilateral shapes. 

qua*drille /kwa'dril/ noun, pi -drilles [count] : a dance for 
four couples who each form one side of a square This 
dance was popular in the 18th and 19th centuries. 
qua*dril*lion /kwa'driljan/ noun, pi quadrillion or qua¬ 
drillions [count] : the number 1,000,000,000,000,000 : one 
thousand trillion 

quad*ri*ple*gia ^kwaidra'pliicfcija/ noun [noncount] medi¬ 
cal : a condition in which you are permanently unable to 
move or feel your arms and legs and most of your body be¬ 
cause of injury or illness 

quad*ri*ple*gic /^waidra'pliicfcik/ noun, pi -gics [count] 
medical : a person who is permanently unable to move or 
feel both anns and both legs because of injury or illness 

— compare paraplegic 

— quadriplegic adj, always used before a noun • quadriple¬ 
gic patients 

quad*ru*ped /'kwaidrg^ed/ noun, pi -peds [count] techni¬ 
cal : an animal that has four feet ■ Horses and cows are 
quadrupeds. — compare biped 

1 qua*dru*ple /kwa'druipgl/ verb -dru*ples; -dru*pled; 
-dru-pling 

1 [no obj] : to become four times bigger in value or number ■ 
The value of the stock has quadrupled in the past year. ■ The 
town’s population has quadrupled in the past 50 years. 

2 [+ obj] : to cause (something) to become four times bigger ■ 
He quadrupled his winnings. ■ The company has quadrupled 
the number of its employees. 

Quadruple adj 


1 : four times bigger in size or amount ■ She ordered a qua¬ 
druple espresso. 

2 always used before a noun : having four parts or including 
four people or things ■ a quadruple murder [=a murder of 
four people] 

qua*dru*plet /kwa'druiplat/ noun, pi -plets [count] : one 
of four babies that are bom at the same time to the same 
mother — usually plural ■ She had (a set of) quadruplets. 
[=she gave birth to four babies] — compare quintuplet, 
SEXTUPLET, TRIPLET, TWIN 

quaff /*kwa:f/ verb quaffs; quaffed; quaff*ing [+ obj] old- 
fashioned + literary : to drink a large amount of (something) 
quickly • We stopped at a bar and quaffed a few beers. 
quag*mire /'kw2eg,maj3>/ noun, pi -mires [count] 

1 : an area of soft, wet ground — usually singular ■ After a 
lot of rain, the dirt road becomes a quagmire. 

2 : a situation that is hard to deal with or get out of: a situ¬ 
ation that is full of problems — usually singular ■ The trial 
became a legal quagmire. ■ She’s caught in a quagmire of 
debt. 

qua*hog /'kou,ha:g/ noun, pi -hogs [count] US : a type of 
large clam that is eaten as food 
1 quail /'kweil/ noun, pi quail or quails 

1 [count]: a kind of small wild bird that 
is often hunted 

2 [noncount] : the meat of quail eaten 
as food ■ We had quail for dinner. 

2 quail verb quails; quailed; quail-ing 
[no obj] literary : to feel afraid and often 
to show your fear in a way that can be 
clearly seen • Other politicians quailed 
before him. ■ He quailed at the thought 
of seeing her again. 

quaint /'kweint/ acjj quaint-er; -est 

[or more most ~] : having an old- 
fashioned or unusual quality or appearance that is usually 
attractive or appealing ■ The fishing village was very quaint. ■ 
The writer talks about the quaint customs of the natives. ■ 
They have some quaint [=outdated] notions about how wom¬ 
en should behave. 

— quainMy adv • The town is quaintly old-fashioned. 

1 quake /'kweik/ verb quakes; quaked; quak-ing [no obj\ 

1 : to shake because of fear, anger, etc. : tremble ■ He 
quaked with fear. ■ She was quaking with rage. 

2 : to shake violently ■ The explosion made the whole house 
quake. 

2 quake noun, pi quakes [count] informal : earthquake 
Quak-er /'kweika 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a member of a 
Christian religious group whose members dress simply, are 
against violence, and have meetings without any special cer¬ 
emony or priests — called also Friend 

— Quaker adj ■ a Quaker school/family 
quaM»fi»ca*tion Akwailafa'keijan/ noun, pi -tions 

\ [count] a": a special skill or type of experience or knowl¬ 
edge that makes someone suitable to do a particular job or 
activity — usually plural ■ He has the best qualifications for 
the job. • She has the proper qualifications to teach. • aca¬ 
demic/educational/technical qualifications b : something 
that is necessary in order for you to do, have, or be a part of 
something — usually plural ■ What are the qualifications for 
owning a gun? ■ He met all the health qualifications for join¬ 
ing the army. 

2 formal : something that is added to a statement to limit or 
change its effect or meaning [noncount] I agree with the 
statement without qualification. [=1 agree completely] 
[count] They will agree to the deal only with the qualification 
[=,stipulation ] that they get 40 percent of the profits. 

3 [count] Brit : an official record or document (such as a de¬ 
gree, certificate, or diploma) which shows that you have 
completed a course of study or training and are qualified to 
do something ■ She is finishing up her qualification in mar¬ 
keting. ■ He is studying for his teaching qualification. • Stu¬ 
dents working towards their qualifications. ■ Her paper qual¬ 
ifications [=her qualifications on paper; her qualifications as 
shown by documents] make her a good candidate, but do 
you think she has the right personality for the job? 

4 [noncount] : the act of qualifying for something or the fact 
of having qualified for something ■ Your credit card will be 
sent to you by mail upon qualification. [=when you have 
qualified to receive it] ■ The team earned qualification for the 
tournament. [=the team qualified to play in the tournament] 

qualified /Mcwaila^aid/ adj 
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qualifier • quantity 


1 [more most ~] : having the necessary skill, experience, 
or knowledge to do a particular job or activity : having the 
qualifications to do something ■ She is highly qualified for 
the job. ■ He is qualified [= eligible] to run for president. ■ She 
is qualified [= licensed) to practice law in this state. ■ fully 
qualified teachers/nurses "I’m not qualified to give you ad¬ 
vice about what you should do. 

2 formal : not complete : limited in some way : partial ■ 
She gave a qualified yes to the question. ■ The plan was given 
qualified approval. 

qual«i*fi*er /'kwadsifaja/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person or team that has defeated others to enter a com¬ 
petition ■ She’s one of the qualifiers for the tournament. 

2 : a game or contest that a person or team must win in or¬ 
der to enter a particular competition ■ She’ll be playing in the 
tournament this year after winning the qualifier. 

3 grammar : a word (such as an adjective or adverb) or 
phrase that describes another word or group of words 

: MODIFIER 

qualify /'kwa:l3,fai/ verb -ties; -tied; ~fy*ing 

1 a [+ obj] : to give (someone) the necessary skill or knowl¬ 
edge to do a particular job or activity ■ His experience quali¬ 
fies him for the job. ■ The training will qualify you to sell in¬ 
surance. b [no obj ] : to have the necessary skill or 
knowledge to do a particular job or activity : to have the 
qualifications to do something ■ They both qualify for the 
job. 

2 [no obj ] : to pass an exam or complete a course of study 
that is required in order to do something ■ Lawyers may only 
work in the state in which they qualified. [=passed the exam] 

— often + as ■ He has just qualified as a doctor/pilot. 

3 a [no obj] : to have the right to do, have, or be a part of 
something ■ Did she qualify to receive financial aid? ■ Finan¬ 
cial assistance is available for those who qualify. — often + 
for ■ Town residents qualify for a discount on the tickets. ■ To 
qualify for the contest, you must be at least 18 years old. b 
[+ obj] : to give (someone) the right to do, have, or be a part 
of something ■ The win qualifies her to compete in the final 
race. ■ The certification qualifies you to teach only in this 
state. — often + for ■ The insurance plan qualifies you for an 
eye exam every two years. ■ Further education will qualify 
you for a pay raise. 

4 [no obj ] : to have the skills that are required or do the 
things that are required to become a member of a team or to 
be allowed in a competition ■ Only those racers who qualify 
will continue to the next round. ■ She tried to get into the 
tournament, but she failed to qualify. — often + for ■ She 
qualified for the Olympic team. 

5 a [no obj]: to have all the necessary qualities to be thought 
of or described in a particular way — + as ■ Does this shirt 
qualify as business attire? ■ Living in a camper for a weekend 
does not qualify as outdoor camping. ■ A 10-3 victory quali¬ 
fier as a blowout. ■ The book is too short to qualify as a nov¬ 
el. b [+ obj] : to give (someone or something) the right to be 
thought of or described in a particular way — + as ■ His brief 
time in the army doesn’t qualify him as a military expert. 

6 [+ obj] formal : to make (a statement) more specific or lim¬ 
ited in meaning or effect ■ I would like to qualify [= modify] 
what I said earlier to avoid any misinterpretation. 

7 [+ obj] grammar : to limit or describe the meaning of (a 
word or group of words) : modify ■ Adjectives qualify 
nouns. 

qualitative /'kwa:l3,teitiv/ adj : of or relating to how 
good something is : of or relating to the quality of something 
■ a qualitative analysis of the product [=an analysis con¬ 
cerned with the quality of the product] ■ The research 
showed a qualitative difference between the two teaching 
methods, [^showed that one teaching method is better than 
the other] — compare quantitative 

— qual'i'ta'tivedy adv 
Quality /'kwaiteti/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : how good or bad something is ■ Pollution af¬ 
fects air/water quality. ■ The restaurant serves food of high 
quality. [=the food at the restaurant is very good] ■ The dress 
material is of poor quality. [=the dress material is not good] 

— often + of ■ The quality of the service we received was very 
good. ■ The quality of their products has gone down. ■ His at¬ 
tention to detail shows in the quality of his work. ■ She has 
raised/improved her quality of life [=she has become more 
successful] with her new career. ■ The drug is used to im¬ 
prove the quality of life for patients who have chronic illness¬ 
es. [=to make their lives more pleasant and enjoyable] 

2 [count] : a characteristic or feature that someone or some¬ 


thing has : something that can be noticed as a part of a per¬ 
son or thing ■ Honesty is a desirable quality. ■ Stubbornness is 
one of his bad qualities. ■ She has strong leadership qualities. 
■ The house has many fine qualities. ■ His music has a primi¬ 
tive quality. — often + of m Hardness is a quality of steel. ■ He 
considered the good and bad qualities of the car before buy¬ 
ing it. 

3 [noncount] : a high level of value or excellence ■ wine of 
quality [=very good wine] • They offer quality at a reasonable 
price. 

2 quality adj, always used before a noun 

1 : very good or excellent ■ The restaurant offers quality ser¬ 
vice. ■ The store sells quality furniture at reasonable prices. ■ 
It can be difficult to find quality childcare. ■ He had a quality 
education. 

2 Brit : intended for people who are educated and who care 
about serious matters ■ a quality newspaper/paper ■ the qual¬ 
ity press 

quality assurance noun [noncount] : the activity of 
checking goods or services to make sure that they are good 

— abbr. QA 

quality control noun [noncount] : the activity of checking 
goods as they are produced to make sure that the final prod¬ 
ucts are good — abbr. QC 

quality time noun [noncount] : time that you spend giving 
all of your attention to someone who is close to you (such as 
your child) ■ Spending some quality time after work with 
your children is very important. ■ Dad and I spent some qual¬ 
ity time together. 

qualm /'kwa:m/ noun, pi qualms [count] : a feeling of 
doubt or uncertainty about whether you are doing the right 
thing ■ He accepted their offer without a qualm. — usually 
plural; often + about ■ She had/felt some qualms about mov¬ 
ing to the big city. ■ He had no qualms about accepting their 
offer. 

quan-da-ry /'kwaindri/ noun, pi -ries [count] formal : a sit¬ 
uation in which you are confused about what to do ■ The un¬ 
expected results of the test have created a quandaiy for re¬ 
searchers. ■ He was in a quandary [=unsure, confused] about 
which candidate to choose. 

quarvgo /'kwaerj,gou/ noun, pi -gos [count] Brit : an organi¬ 
zation that deals with public matters and is supported by the 
government but that works independently and has its own 
legal powers *$■ Quango was formed as an abbreviation of 
“quasi-nongovemmental organization.” 

quanta plural of 'quantum 

quan-ti*fi*er /'kwainta^aja 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] grammar 
: a word or number (such as “many,” “few,” “some,” “two,” 
or “2") that is used with a noun to show the amount of some¬ 
thing ■ “Five” in “the five men” is a quantifier. 

quan-ti*fy /'kwa:nt3,fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy*ing [+ obj] 
formal : to find or calculate the quantity or amount of 
(something) ■ It is difficult to quantify intelligence. ■ Doctors 
have quantified the risks of smoking cigarettes. ■ It is impos¬ 
sible to quantify the number of Web sites on the Internet. 

— quan*ti*fi-able /,kwa:nt3'faj3b3l/ adj ■ The health risks 
are not quantifiable. • quantifiable benefits 

quan*ti*ta»tive /'kwaint^teitiv/ adj : of or relating to how 
much there is of something : of or relating to the quantity or 
amount of something ■ a quantitative analysis/measurement ■ 
Scientists are gathering quantitative infoimation about hu¬ 
man intelligence. — compare qualitative 

— quan*ti*ta-tive-ly adv 

quan«ti*ty /'kwaintati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 : an amount or number of something [count] The wine is 
made in small/large quantities. — often + of • \ ate a large 
quantity of food. [=1 ate a lot of food] ■ Farmers grow large 
quantities of wheat and com. ■ Add a half a cup of oil, and 
the same quantity of vinegar, [noncount] The boss is worried 
about quantity as well as quality. ■ Production saw an in¬ 
crease in quantity. [=there was an increase in the amount 
produced] — abbr. qty. 

2 : a large amount or number of something [count] — + of* 
Police found quantities of drugs and guns in the house. ■ 
There is a quantity of information [=a lot of information] 
available on this topic, [noncount] Blood cells are produced 
in quantity. [=in large amounts] ■ The family buys food in 
quantity. 

known quantity : someone or something whose abilities or 
characteristics are well known ■ When she was cast in the 
role of the princess, she was already a known quantity from 
her work in several films. 
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unknown quantity : someone or something whose abilities 
or characteristics are not yet known • If you’ve never been 
published before, you’re an unknown quantity, so you’re 
going to have difficulty selling your first novel, 
quantity surveyor noun, pi ~ -ors [count] Brit : someone 
whose job is to estimate the amount and cost of materials 
and the time needed for building something 

1 quantum /'kwccntam/ noun,pi quan-ta /'kwainta/ [count] 
physics : the smallest amount of many forms of energy (such 
as light) 

2 quantum acfj, always used before a noun, physics : of, relat¬ 
ing to, or using the principles of quantum theory • quantum 
physics 

quantum leap noun, pi ~ leaps [count] : a sudden large 
change, development, or improvement ■ Prices have taken a 
quantum leap upward. ■ The new drug is a quantum leap in 
the fight against cancer. — called also quantum jump 
quantum mechanics noun [noncount]physics : a branch 
of physics that deals with the structure and behavior of very 
small pieces of matter 

quantum theory noun [noncount] physics : a theory in 
physics that is based on the idea that energy (such as light) is 
made of small separate units of energy 

1 quar»an»tine/ , kwor3n,ti:n/«onn 

1 [count] : the period of time during which a person or ani¬ 
mal that has a disease or that might have a disease is kept 
away from others to prevent the disease from spreading ■ a 
six-month quarantine 

2 [noncount] : the situation of being kept away from others 
to prevent a disease from spreading • The infected people 
were put into quarantine. ■ The cows will be kept/held in 
quarantine for another week. ■ The dog was put/placed un¬ 
der quarantine- 

Quarantine verb -tines; -tined; -tin-ing [+ obj]: to keep (a 
person or animal) away from others to prevent a disease 
from spreading : to put or keep (a person or animal) in quar¬ 
antine ■ The hospital quarantined the infected patients. ■ The 
dog was immediately quarantined. 
quark /'kwoa'k/ noun,pi quarks [count]physics : any one of 
several types of very small particles that make up matter 

1 quar«rel /'kworal/ noun, pi -rels [count] 

1 : an angry argument or disagreement ■ a lover’s quarrel = a 
quarrel between lovers ■ They had a quarrel about/over mon¬ 
ey. ■ a quarrel between husband and wife • She had a quarrel 
with her mother. 

2 : a reason to disagree with or argue about something — + 
with ■ I have a few quarrels with your plan. ■ I have no quarrel 
with [=1 do not object to] your plan. ■ It would be foolish to 
pick a quarrel [=start a quarrel] with him. 

2 quarrel verb- rels; (JS -reled or Brit -relied; US -rel-ing or 
Brit -reMing [no obj] : to argue about or disagree with 
something ■ The children quarrel all the time. ■ She and her 
husband are always quarreling about/over money. ■ I don’t 
want to quarrel with you. ■ I won’t quarrel [ ^disagree ] with 
your version of what happened. 
quar-rel'SOme /'kworalsam/ adj [more most ~] 1 ready 
or likely to argue or disagree ■ She is very quarrelsome. ■ a 
quarrelsome person 

1 quar*ry /'kwori/nown [singular] : an animal or person that is 
being hunted or chased ■ The dogs chased their quarry. ■ The 
detective followed his quarry into a nightclub. — compare 
2 quarry 

2 quarry noun, pi quar«ries [count] : a place where large 
amounts of stone are dug out of the ground • a limestone 
quarry — compare ‘quarry 

3 quarry verb -ries; -ried; -ry-ing 

1 : to dig or take (stone or other materials) from a quarry [+ 
obj] — often used as (be) quarried ■ Limestone is quarried in 
this area. ■ The stone used for these buildings was quarried 
from a nearby site, [no obj] an area where workers are quar¬ 
rying for limestone 

2 [+ obj] : to make a quarry in (a place) — usually used as 
(be) quarried • This area has been quarried for limestone. 

— quarrying /’kworijn)/ noun [noncount] 
quart /'kwo^t/ noun, pi quarts [count] 

1 US : a unit of liquid measurement equal to two U.S. pints 
or 0.946 liters — abbr. qt. 

2 Brit : a unit of liquid measurement equal to two British 
pints or 1.14 liters — abbr. qt. 

Quarter /■kwoa'ta'/ noun , pi -ters 

1 [count] : one of four equal parts of something ■ Cut the pie 


into quarters. • A quarter [-fourth] of the class voted “no.” 

2 [count] : a unit of something (such as weight or length) 
that equals one fourth of some larger unit • an inch and a 
quarter ■ a quarter of a cup of sugar ■ It happened three quar¬ 
ters of a century ago. [=75 years ago] 

3 [count] : one of four divisions of an hour : a period of 15 
minutes ■ He was three quarters of an hour early. ■ It is now 
(a) quarter to four. = (US) It is now (a) quarter of four. [=it is 
15 minutes before four o’clock] ■ The alarm went off at (a) 
quarter past six. = (US) The alarm went off at (a) quarter af¬ 
ter six. [=15 minutes after six o’clock] 

4 [count] : one of four divisions of a year : a period of three 
months ■ The company’s profits rose in the second quarter. ■ 
(Brit) quarter day [=the first day of a financial quarter when 
payments are due] 

5 [count] : one of four divisions of a school term usually last¬ 
ing about 12 weeks ■ She received her grades for the first 
quarter. — compare semester, term, trimester 

6 [count] : one of the four equal parts of the playing time of 
a game (such as basketball or American football) ■ There are 
two minutes left in the third quarter. ■ The final quarter of 
the game was very exciting. 

7 [count] : a coin of the United States and Canada that is 
worth 25 cents ■ Do you have a quarter for the parking 
meter?; also : the sum of 25 cents ■ The candy costs a quar¬ 
ter. 

8 [count] : a person or group of people or an area in which 
people live ■ Concern has been expressed in many quarters. 
[=many people have expressed concern] ■ The move was met 
with dismay in this quarter. ■ My brother and I have not spo¬ 
ken in years so I expect no help from that quarter. [=1 expect 
no help from my brother] ■ Complaints came from all quar¬ 
ters. [=from many people or places] 

9 [count] : a part or area of a city ■ She lives in the historic 
quarter, [^district] 

10 quarters [plural] : the place where someone lives ■ Our 
living quarters were very comfortable. ■ soldiers’/servants’ 
quarters 

11 [count] : one of the two times during a month when a 
quarter of the moon’s surface can be seen ■ The moon was in 
its/the first quarter. ■ a quarter moon 

at/ln close quarters : close together usually in a very small 
space • The sailors were living in close quarters. ■ We could 
observe the behavior of all the animals at close quarters. 
[=from a short distance] 

no quarter literary : no pity or mercy — used to say that an 
enemy, opponent, etc., is treated in a very harsh way • The 
soldiers showed/gave no quarter to the enemy. • They re¬ 
ceived no quarter or sympathy. 

Quarter verb -ters; -tered; -terming [+obj] 

1 : to divide or separate (something) into four parts ■ The 
hunters quartered the deer. ■ She quartered the potatoes. 

2 : to provide (someone) with a place to stay for a usually 
short period of time : to provide living quarters for (some¬ 
one) * We were quartered in log cabins at the camp. 

Quarter adj. always used before a noun : equal or about near¬ 
ly equal in size, value, amount, etc., to one fourth of some¬ 
thing ■ a quarter century ago ■ a quarter acre of land ■ They 
live less than a quarter mile from us. 

Quar*ter«back /'kwo^ta^bsek/ noun, pi -backs [count] 
American football : a player who leads a team’s attempts to 
score usually by passing the ball to other players — abbr. 
QB\ see also monday-morning quarterback 
Quarterback verb -backs; -backed; -backing [+ obj] US 

1 American football : to play the position of quarterback for 
(a team) a He quarterbacked his high school team. 

2 : to lead or organize (something) by making important de¬ 
cisions ■ She quarterbacked the company’s latest ad cam¬ 
paign. 

quarterback sneak noun, pi ~ sneaks [count] American 
football : a play in which the quarterback runs forward im¬ 
mediately after receiving the ball instead of handing it or 
throwing it to another player ■ He ran a quarterback sneak up 
the middle for a touchdown. 

quar*ter*deck / , kwo<rta i |dek/ noun, pi -decks [count] 
: the upper level of a ship’s deck that is located toward the 
rear of the ship and that is used mainly by officers 
quar*ter*fi*nal (US) or Brit quar-ter-fi*nal /.kwojrta- 
*fainj/ noun, pi -nals [count] : one of four matches, games, 
or contests to decide the four people or teams that will con¬ 
tinue playing in a competition (such as a tennis tournament) ■ He 
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lost in the quarterfmal. — often plural ■ She won in the quar¬ 
terfinals but lost in the semifinals. — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ a quarterfinal match 
quarter horse noun, pi ~ horses [count] : a small, strong 
horse that can run very fast for short distances 
quarter hour noun, pi ~ hours [count] : 15 minutes ■ 
Trains depart every quarter hour. : a period of time that lasts 
for 15 minutes ■ I waited a quarter hour in line. 
1 quar»ter»ly /'kwoa'ta'li/ adj : happening, done, or produced 
four times a year ■ The company holds quarterly meetings. ■ a 
quarterly report 

— quarterly adv • The payments are made quarterly. [=four 
times a year] • The interest on the account is compounded 
quarterly. 

Quarterly noun, pi -lies [count] : a magazine that is pub¬ 
lished four times a year ■ a literary quarterly 
quar-ter-mas*ter /'kwo^teMnsestas Brit 'kw3:t9,ma:st3/ 
noun, pi -ters [count] 

1 : an army officer who provides clothing and supplies for 
soldiers 

2 : a navy officer who is in charge of the steering of a ship 
and the use of signals on a ship 

quarter note noun, pi ~ notes [count] US : a musical note 
equal in time to l / 4 of a whole note — called also (Brit) crotch¬ 
et 

quar«tet /kwoa-'tet/ noun, pi -tets [count] 

1 : a group of four singers or musicians who perform togeth¬ 
er ■ He is a member of a jazz quartet. 

2 : a song or piece of music performed by four singers or 
musicians ■ a string quartet by Beethoven 

3 : a group or set of four people or things ■ The author wrote 
a quartet of novels about the same character. 

quartz /'kwoate/ noun [noncount] : a mineral that is often 
found in the form of a hard crystal and that is used especially 
to make clocks and watches 

qua-sar / l kwei,zaa-/ noun, pi -sars [count] astronomy : a 
very bright object in space that is similar to a star and that is 
very far away from the Earth and gives off powerful radio 
waves 

quash /'kwa:// verb quash-es; quashed; quash-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 : to stop (something) from continuing by doing or saying 
something ■ The riot was quashed by police. ■ The couple 
quashed rumors that they were engaged. 

2 law : to decide that (a ruling, decision, etc.) is wrong and 
no longer valid ■ The judge quashed [overturned] the verdict 
of the lower court and ordered a new trial. 

qua-si- /'kwei.zai, 'kwa:zi/ combining form : in some way or 
sense but not in a true, direct, or complete way • His appear¬ 
ance on TV earned him gnaw-celebrity [=near-celebrity] sta¬ 
tus. ■ a < 7 MOtt-historical novel ■ a < 7 wa«'-official organization 
[=an organization that is like an official organization but that 
is not actually official] 

qua-train /'kwa:,trein/ noun, pi -trains [count] : a poem or 
verse that has four lines 

1 qua*ver /'kweiva-/ verb -vers; -vered; -ver-ing [no obj] of 
your voice : to produce sound in an unsteady way especially 
because you are afraid or nervous : tremble • Her voice 
quavered during the speech. ■ He spoke in quavering tones. 

— qua-very /'kweivari/ adj • a quavery voice 
2 quaver noun, pi -vers [count] 

1 : an unsteady sound in someone’s voice that is caused by 
fear or other strong emotions ■ There was a quaver in his 
voice. 

2 Brit : eighth note 

quay /'ki:/ noun, pi quays [count] : a structure built on the 
land next to a river, lake, or ocean that is used as a place for 
boats to stop for loading and unloading freight and passen¬ 
gers 

quay-side / l ki:,said/ noun, pi -sides [count] : the area of 
land next to a quay • a quayside cafe 
quea-sy /'kwi:zi/ ad) quea-si-er; -est [also more most 
~] 

1 : having a sick feeling in the stomach : suffering from nau¬ 
sea ■ The boat ride made me a little queasy. ■ She complained 
of a queasy stomach. ■ a queasy sensation 

2 : having an unpleasantly nervous or doubtful feeling ■ He 
feels queasy about taking the test. ■ She had the queasy feel¬ 
ing that she was being watched. 

— quea-si-ness noun [noncount] 

Queen /'kwi:n/ noun, pi queens [count] 


1 a : a woman who rules a country and who usually inherits 
her position and rules for life ■ She was crowned queen of 
England. ■ the reign of Queen Elizabeth b : the wife of a 
king • the king and his queen 

2 a : a girl or woman who is highly respected and very suc¬ 
cessful or popular ■ She’s a fashion queen. ■ the queen of the 
blues b : a girl or woman who is awarded the highest honor 
for an event or contest ■ She was voted queen of the prom. • 
the homecoming queen c : something that is thought of as 
female and that is considered better than all others ■ This 
ship is the queen of all the ocean liners. 

3 : the most powerful piece in the game of chess that can 
move any number of free squares in any direction — see pic¬ 
ture at CHESS 

4 : a playing card that has a picture of a queen ■ the queen of 
hearts/spades/clubs/diamonds — see picture at playing 
card 

5 : a female insect (such as a bee or ant) that lays eggs - a 
queen bee 

6 informal + offensive : a homosexual man who usually acts 
like a woman — see also drag queen 

queen-ly /'kwi:nli/ adj : resembling a queen or suitable for 
a queen ■ She maintained a queenly posture. ■ queenly dignity 

Queen Mother noun 

the Queen Mother: the widow of a king who is the mother 
of the current king or queen 

Queen’s Counsel noun, pi ~ -sels [count] : a barrister 
who is chosen to represent the British royal family in a court 
of law — used when Britain is ruled by a queen; abbr. QC 

Queen’s evidence noun 

turn Queen’s evidence Brit, law If you are charged with 
a crime and you turn Queen’s evidence (or turn King’s evi¬ 
dence ), you agree to give information (such as the names 
of other criminals) to the court in order to reduce your 
own punishment. ■ One of the gang members turned 
Queen’s evidence [=(US) turned state’s evidence] and testi¬ 
fied against the other members, 
queen-size /'kwi:n,saiz/ or queen—sized /'kwi:n,saizd/ 
adj, US, of a bed : having a size of about 60 inches by 80 
inches (about 1.5 by 1.9 meters) —compare full-size, 
KING-SIZE, TWIN-SIZE 

1 queer /'kwia-/ adj queer-er; -est 

1 old-fashioned : odd or unusual • The sky was a queer shade 
of red. ■ a queer odor ■ I had a queer feeling that something 
bad was about to happen. ■ He’s a bit queer in the head. 
[=he’s mentally strange or unwell; he’s slightly crazy] — see 
also queer fish at ’fish 

2 informal + usually offensive : homosexual Queer in 
this sense is offensive in most of its uses, but it is also now 
sometimes used in a neutral or positive way especially by 
some homosexual and bisexual people. ■ queer culture ■ She 
is interested in taking a class in queer studies. 

— queenly adv • a queerty shaped cloud ■ He looked at her 
queerty. — queenness noun [noncount] 

2 queer noun, pi queers [count] informal + usually offensive 
: a homosexual person 

3 queer verb queers; queered; queer-lng [+ obj] informal 
: to spoil or ruin (something) ■ The sudden storm queered 
our plans. ■ (US) Something queered the deal. ■ (Brit) The un¬ 
expected delay queered his pitch. [=ruined his plans] 
quell /'kwel/ verb quells; quelled; quell-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to end or stop (something) usually by using force ■ Police 
quelled [-quashed] the riot. 

2 : to calm or reduce (something, such as fear or worry) ■ 
The president’s remarks quelled [=eased] employees’ fears. 

quench /'kwentj/ verb quench-es; quenched; quench¬ 
ing [+ obj] formal: to stop (a fire) from burning : to put out 
(a fire) • Firefighters quenched [=extinguished] the flames. 
quench your thirst : to cause you to stop feeling thirsty ■ a 
drink that will quench your thirst ■ He quenched his thirst by 
drinking a bottle of water. 

quer-u-lous /’kweajalas/ acjj [more most ~] formal 
: complaining in an annoyed way ■ The child said in a queru¬ 
lous [=whining] voice that he didn’t like carrots. ■ querulous 
customers 

- quer-u-lous-ly adv - quer-u-lous-ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

1 que-ry /'kwiri/ noun, pi que-ries [count] : a question or a 
request for information about something ■ I have a query 
about my order. • an Internet query • The librarian respond¬ 
ed to my query. 

2 query verb queries; que-ried; que-ry-ing [+ obj] 
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1 chiefly US : to ask (someone) a question ■ The reporter 
queried [=questioned\ several citizens about the tax hike. ■ 
They conducted a survey in which several hundred people 
were queried about their dietary habits. 

2 : to ask questions or express doubt about (something) ■ 
She queried [=questioned\ the teacher’s decision. 

3 : to ask (a question) ■ “What’s that?” he queried. 
que«sa*dil*la /.keisa'diija/ noun, pi quesadillas [count] 

: a Mexican food which consists of a flat piece of bread 
(called a tortilla) that is folded around a filling of meat, 
cheese, or other ingredients and usually fried 

1 quest /'kwest/ noun, pi quests [count] formal + literary 

1 : a journey made in search of something ■ They went on a 
quest for gold. 

2 : a long and difficult effort to find or do something ■ a 
quest for answers ■ The team’s quest to win a championship 
finally came to an end. ■ He refuses to give up his quest to 
discover the truth. 

in quest of : searching for (something) ■ She is in quest of 
the perfect wine. 

2 quest verb quests; quest-ed; quest-ing [no obj]formal + 
literary \ to go on a journey to find something ■ They were 
questing for gold. 

1 ques»tlon /'kwestfan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : a sentence, phrase, or word that asks for informa¬ 
tion or is used to test someone’s knowledge ■ Can I ask you a 
personal question' ? ■ Please answer my question. ■ I don’t un¬ 
derstand the question. ■ Are there any more questions ? ■ I 
have a couple of legal questions (for you). ■ In answer to your 
question, our next meeting will be on Friday. ■ The essay 
questions on the test were easy/hard. ■ There are 10 multiple- 
choice questions on the exam. ■ The exam included several 
questions on/about current events. ■ The question arose as to 
who would be responsible for caring for our grandmother. ■ 

1 expected him to ask where I worked, but the question never 
came up. ■ I am sure to get a raise. The question is [=what I 
want to know is], how much it will be? ■ The key question in 
solving the mystery is, how did the murderer enter the 
house? ■ One question still remains: Do we have the funding 
for this project? ■ {formal) She posed the question of [=she 
asked] whether we could get funding for the project. ■ Stop 
avoiding the question and answer me! ■ She hoped to avoid 
awkward/embarrassing questions about her personal life 
during the interview. ■ Whether voters will support him re¬ 
mains an open question. [=no one knows yet whether voters 
will support him] ■ There are still many unanswered ques¬ 
tions about his past. ■ It was a rhetorical question. I didn’t ex¬ 
pect an answer. ■ “How can we reduce expenses without cut¬ 
ting important programs?” “(That’s a) good question .” [=1 
don’t know] ■ The big question [=the thing everyone would 
like to know] is, will he be number one in the football draft? 
■ There will be a question and answer session [=a period of 
time when people can have their questions answered] follow¬ 
ing the speech. * {formal ) The lawyer would like to put anoth¬ 
er question to the defendant. [=ask the defendant another 
question] — see also leading question 

2 [count] : a matter or problem that is being discussed : a 
subject or topic ■ Her paper raises several questions [tissues] 
that need to be discussed/addressed. ■ It is still an open ques¬ 
tion whether or not you may go. — often + of m The class dis¬ 
cussed the question of stem cell research. ■ The question of 
buying or leasing a car is really up to the buyer to decide on. 

3 [ noncount ] a : doubt or uncertainty about something ■ 
There was little question of her being able to do the work. ■ 
There is considerable question about the actual value of the 
property. — often used in negative statements ■ There is no 
question but that there will be some protest about his deci¬ 
sion. ■ There was no question of/about his loyalty. ■ There is 
no question that he was one of the greatest players of the 
game. ■ There’s no question about it —that girl has talent! ■ 
Without question, it was his best performance by far. [=it was 
definitely his best performance ever] ■ She trusted him with¬ 
out question, b : a state of doubt or uncertainty • The re¬ 
sults of the study have come into question. = The results of 
the study have been called into question. [=people are ex¬ 
pressing doubts about the results] ■ The fact that he plagia¬ 
rized throws/brings/calls into question the authenticity of 
his earlier writings. 

4 [noncount] : the possibility or chance of something hap¬ 
pening or of someone doing something — used in negative 
statements ■ There was no question of escape. [=escape was 
not possible] ■ There was no question of him forgetting about 
what happened. 


a question of — used to say that one thing results from or 
requires another ■ “I can’t go!” “If it’s just a question of 
money [=if money is the only problem], I can let you bor¬ 
row some.” • It’s only a question of time [=a matter of time] 
before/until we catch him. ■ Is success all just a question of 
being in the right place at the right time? 
beg the question see beg 

beyond question 1 : completely certain or definite ■ His 
genius is beyond question. 2 : in a way that is completely 
certain : without any doubt ■ The new evidence establishes 
his innocence beyond (all) question, 
in question 1 — used to indicate the specific thing that is 
being discussed or referred to ■ The painting in question is 
by Rembrandt. ■ What is in question is not the candidate's 
private life but her policies. ■ Where were you on the Sun¬ 
day in question ? 2 : in a state of doubt or uncertainty ■ 
His suitability for the job is in question. ■ The results of the 
study are in question. 

open to question : not known for sure : uncertain ■ Her 
intentions are open to question. ■ The author’s exact mean¬ 
ing is open to question. 

out of the question : not possible or allowed ■ Asking my 
father for money was completely out of the question. ■ 
Wearing a stained blouse to dinner was out of the question, 
pop the question see 'pop 
Question verb -tions; -tioned; -tion.ing [+ obj ] 

1 : to ask (someone) questions about something ■ The re¬ 
porter questioned her at length on her life as the First Lady. ■ 
The witness was questioned by the defense. ■ Police ques¬ 
tioned [interrogated] the suspect carefully. — often + about 
■ She was questioned about her husband’s mysterious disap¬ 
pearance. 

2 : to have or express doubt about (something) ■ I could tell 
that she was questioning my decision. ■ He began to question 
his ability to do the job. ■ I trusted him and I never ques¬ 
tioned what he told me. ■ The lawyer questioned the truth of 
the witness’s statement. ■ He began to question whether the 
things she had said were really true. 

— question*er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ The mayor’s first 
questioner at the town meeting asked about the new park¬ 
ing regulations. 

queS*tion-able /'kwestfanabal/ arf 

1 : not likely to be true or correct: giving reason to doubt or 
question something ■ The truth of the statements was highly 
questionable. ■ a questionable conclusion ■ It is questionable 
whether this is the right decision. [=1 question/doubt wheth¬ 
er this is the right decision] 

2 : likely to be bad : not worthy of trust ■ The water avail¬ 
able in the village is of questionable quality. ■ a man of ques¬ 
tionable character ■ They acquired the money through ques¬ 
tionable means. 

3 : not certain : unknown or undecided ■ The company is 
facing a questionable future. 

— ques-tion-ably /'kwestfanabli/ adv • questionably ob¬ 
tained money 

1 questioning adj : showing a feeling of doubt or a desire to 
ask a question in order to get information ■ She gave him a 
questioning look. 

— ques*tion-ing-ly adv ■ She looked at him questioningly. 

Questioning noun [noncount] : the activity or process of 

asking questions ■ The police took him in for questioning. ■ 
the questioning of authority 
question mark noun, pi marks [count] 

1 : the punctuation mark ? that is used after a direct ques¬ 
tion or to indicate that something (such as a birth date) is un¬ 
certain 

2 a chiefly US : someone or something that causes feelings 
of doubt or uncertainty ■ The future of the company remains 
a question mark. [=no one knows what will happen in the 
company’s future] ■ His leg is still sore and he remains a ques¬ 
tion mark for next week’s game. [=it is not certain that he 
will be able to play in next week’s game] * The team’s pitch¬ 
ing is a big question mark this season, b <>■ If there is a ques¬ 
tion mark over something, there is doubt about it. ■ Her in¬ 
jured elbow puts a big question mark over her chances in the 
tournament. 

question master noun,pi ~ -ters [count] Brit : quizmas¬ 
ter 

ques*tion*naire Akwestfa'nea 1 / noun, pi -naires [count] 
: a written set of questions that are given to people in order 
to collect facts or opinions about something ■ (US) Would 
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you please fill out this questionnaire ? = (Brit) Would you 
please fill in this questionnaire ? 

1 queue /'kju.V noun, pi queues [count] 

1 chiefly Brit: a line of people who are waiting for something 
• The people formed a queue [=(US) line ] at the ticket win¬ 
dow. ■ We were forced to stand/wait in a queue. ■ a bus/taxi 
queue 

2 computers : a series of instructions that are stored in a 
computer so that they can be processed later ■ Three jobs re¬ 
main in the printer queue. 

jump the queue Brit: to go ahead of the other people in a 
queue : to go to the front of a queue instead of waiting ■ 
He tried to jump the queue but they wouldn’t let him. 
— see also queue-jumping 

2 queue verb queues; queued; queu-ing or queue-ing 

[no obj\ chiefly Brit : to form or wait in a line ■ Hundreds of 
people queued [=(US) lined up] for a chance to meet him. ■ 
The crowd was queuing at the snack bar. — often + up ■ The 
crowd was queuing up at the snack bar. 
queue—jumping noun [noncount] Brit : the act of going 
ahead of other people in a queue instead of waiting your 
turn ■ Police say that the fight broke out over queue-jumping. 
[-(US) cutting in line] — see also jump the queue at 1 QUEUE 
1 quib*ble /'kwibal/ verb quib-bles; quib-bled; quib¬ 
bling [no obj] : to argue or complain about small, unimpor¬ 
tant things — usually + about or over • People ignored the 
main point of the speech and quibbled about its length. ■ Why 
are you quibbling over such a small amount of money? 
2 quibble noun, pi quibbles [count] : a small complaint or 
criticism usually about something unimportant ■ Our only 
quibble about the trip was that it rained a lot. ■ a minor quib¬ 
ble 

quiche /'ki:J/ noun, pi quich*es [count, noncount ] : a pie 
made with eggs, milk, cheese, and vegetables or meat 
1 quick /'kwik/ adj quicker; -est 

1 : done or happening in a short amount of time ■ a quick 
look/glance ■ They had a quick drink at the bar. ■ She took a 
quick shower. ■ She gave him a quick kiss. ■ You’re back al¬ 
ready? That was quick ! ■ We made a quick decision, but it 
turned out to be a good one. ■ He got a quick reply to his in¬ 
quiry. ■ The car made a quick [=sudden] left turn. 

2 : fast in thinking, learning, or understanding ■ a quick 
mind/leamer ■ quick students ■ His quick thinking/wits al¬ 
lowed him to escape trouble. ■ (US) She is a quick study who 
learned her job easily. ■ Her friends admired her quick wit. 

3 a : fast in moving or reacting ■ He walked with quick steps. 
■ She has quick, agile hands. ■ Please be quick. We can’t wait 
much longer. ■ He has a quick temper. [=he gets angry very 
quickly and easily] b : tending to do something very quick¬ 
ly or too quickly — followed by to + verb ■ He is always quick 
to criticize other people, but he gets angry if anyone criticizes 
him. ■ She was quick to excuse her son’s behavior. 

4 : able to be done, obtained, or achieved easily and in a 
short amount of time ■ a quick and easy recipe ■ He made a 
quick profit/buck selling the car. ■ There is no quick fix for 
these problems. [=there is no fast and easy solution for these 
problems] 

be quick on the draw see 2 draw 
quick off the mark see 'mark 

the quick and the dead literary : living people and dead 
people 

— quick* ness noun [noncount] • The track coach was im¬ 
pressed with her quickness. ■ He is known for his quickness 
of wit. ■ The child amazes me with his quickness to learn. 
2 quick adv quicker; -est informal : in a fast or quick man¬ 
ner : QUICKLY ■ a scheme to get rich quick ■ “Come quick)." 
she shouted. ■ I got used to living with a roommate pretty 
quick. ■ I can’t run any quicker. ■ The new student learned 
(the) quickest. ■ Quick). [=come/move quickly] The train is 
leaving. ■ They came quick as a flash. [=very quickly] — of¬ 
ten used in combination ■ quick-growing birches ■ a quick¬ 
thinking rescuer 
3 quick noun 

cut (someone) to the quick : to make (someone) very up¬ 
set ■ Her harsh words cut him to the quick. [=he was deeply 
hurt by her harsh words] 

the quick : the very sensitive area of flesh under a fingernail 
or toenail ■ He had bitten his nails to the quick. 
quick*en /'kwikan/ verb -ens; -ened; -en-ing 
1 a [+ obj] : to make (something) faster ■ She quickened 
[= hastened] her steps. • We quickened the pace. [=we started 
to walk faster] ■ Stimulants can quicken the heart rate, b [no 


obj] : to become faster ■ His pulse quickened at the thought 
of seeing her again. ■ a quickening tempo 
2 formal + literary a [+ obj] : to make (something, such as a 
feeling) stronger or more active ■ The approach of the dead¬ 
line quickened our sense of urgency, b [no obj]: to become 
stronger or more active ■ The drama quickened when police 
arrived at the scene. 

quick—fire adj, always used before a noun, chiefly Brit : done 
or coming very quickly one after another : rapid-fire ■ 
quick-fire responses/questions/jokes 
quickie /'kwiki/ noun,pi -ies [count] informal 

1 : something that is done very quickly ■ “Do you have any 
other questions?" “Just a quickie .” ■ I would like to have a 
meeting. It’ll be a quickie. — often used before another noun 

■ a quickie divorce/marriage 

2 : an act of sexual intercourse that is done in a very short 
amount of time 

quicklime/'kwik,laim/ noun [noncount] : 2 lime 
quickdy /'kwikli/ adv [more most ~] : in a fast or quick 
manner ■ They quickly moved away when they saw the on¬ 
coming car. ■ The investigators must act quickly. ■ Please get 
here as quickly as possible. ■ We ate too/very quickly. ■ They 
quickly settled the dispute. 
quick*sand /'kwik,s£end/ noun, pi -sands 

1 [noncount] : deep, wet sand into which heavy objects sink 
easily 

2 : a situation that is dangerous and difficult to escape from 
[noncount] the quicksand of depression [plural] freed from 
the quicksands of war 

1 quick*Sil*ver /'kwik,silva*/ noun [noncount] old-fashioned + 
literary : mercury la 

2 quicksilver adj, always used before a noun, literary : chang¬ 
ing quickly and often • his quicksilver [-mercurial] tempera¬ 
ment 

quick—tem*pered /'kwik'tempa'd/ adj [more most ~] 
: becoming angry quickly and easily : having a quick temper 

■ a quick-tempered coach 

quick—wit-ted /'kwik'witad/ adj [more most ~] : having 
or showing the ability to think and understand things quick¬ 
ly ■ a quick-witted opponent/defendant ■ quick-witted humor • 
a quick-witted reply — opposite slow-witted 
quid /'kwid/ noun, pi quid also quids [count] Brit, informal 
: one pound in money ■ We lost a few quid on the horses. ■ 
The ticket costs five quid. 

quids in Brit, informal ‘❖•If you are quids in , you have made 
a good profit. ■ I was quids in by the time I left the horse 
races. 

quid pro quo /,kwid,prou'kwou/ noun.pl quid pro quos 

[count] : something that is given to you or done for you in re¬ 
turn for something you have given to or done for someone 
else ■ If he helps us, he’ll expect a quid pro quo. [=he’ll expect 
us to do something for him] 
qui-es*cent /kwai'espt/ adj 

1 formal : not active : quiet ■ a quiescent state 

2 medical : not now developing or causing symptoms ■ quies¬ 
cent disease ■ a quiescent virus 

— qui-es-cence /kwai'esps/ noun [noncount] ■ long periods 
of quiescence 

1 qui»et /'kwajat/ adj qui-et«er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : making very little noise ■ a quiet engine ■ the quiet hum of 
the refrigerator ■ He spoke in a very quiet voice. ■ She was as 
quiet as a mouse. [=very quiet] 

2 a : not talking ■ Surprisingly, the class was quiet. ■ "Be qui¬ 
et !” she scolded. ■ Can’t you be quiet for one minute? [=can’t 
you stop talking?] ■ She suddenly tumed/became/went quiet. 
[=she suddenly stopped talking] b : tending not to talk very 
much ■ He’s a very quiet person. ■ She has a quiet disposition/ 
temperament. 

3 : not having much activity or movement ■ a quiet [=calm] 
sea ■ During the morning, business was quiet. ■ Some days at 
the store are quieter than others. ■ a quiet town/village/neigh¬ 
borhood ■ a quiet stretch of road ■ He led a quiet life. 

4 : not disturbed by noise or people ■ We enjoyed a quiet 
[= peaceful] dinner fjor two. ■ I was looking forward to a quiet 
cup of tea. ■ I decided to do a little quiet reading. 

5 : not shown or done in an obvious way ■ She worked with 
quiet determination. ■ There is a quiet confidence about him. 

■ He was filled with quiet desperation/rage. ■ A quiet revolu¬ 
tion was underway. 

keep quiet 1 : to not say anything or make any noise ■ 
Please keep quiet during the movie. ■ He thought about tell¬ 
ing the police what he knew, but he decided to keep quiet. 
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[=he decided not to say anything] 2 keep quiet about 
(something) or keep (something) quiet : to not say any¬ 
thing about (something) ■ She kept quiet about her plans to 
change jobs. ■ She kept her plans quiet. 3 keep (someone) 
quiet a : to prevent (someone) from speaking or to pre¬ 
vent (someone or something) from making noise • She 
gave the dog a bone to keep him quiet, b : to prevent 
(someone) from revealing information about something ■ 
They paid money to the witness to keep him quiet. ■ What’ll 
it take to keep you quiet ? 

— qui-et-ly adv [more most ~] ■ He spoke/moved quietly. 
■ She was quietly reading in her room. ■ He is quietly confi¬ 
dent that he will win. • She quietly retired from the sport. 
— qui-et-ness noun [noncount] ■ the quietness of the for¬ 
est/neighborhood ■ His quietness bothered her. 

2 quiet verb -ets; -et*ed; -et-ing [+ obj) chiefly US : to make 
(someone or something) quieter, calmer, or less intense ■ The 
announcer was trying to quiet [ =(Brit ) quieten ] the crowd. ■ 
She tried to quiet [=calm, soothe] the crying baby. ■ Her com¬ 
ments have done nothing to quiet [=lessen\ the controversy. ■ 
Unfortunately, his efforts did little to quiet [=dispel] our 
doubts. — often + down ■ The announcer was trying to quiet 
down [=(Brit ) quieten down] the crowd. 
quiet down [phrasal verb] chiefly US : to become quiet or 
quieter : to become calmer or less noisy ■ The children 
started to quiet down [=(Brit ) quieten down] after dinner. ■ 
He told the crowd to quiet down. ■ Things are quieting down 
in town. [=the town is becoming less busy] 

3 quiet noun [noncount] : the quality or state of being quiet or 
calm ■ the quiet of a wooded trail ■ Can I have some quiet 
here? I’m trying to study. ■ I need a little peace and quiet, 
on the quiet : in a secret or quiet way : without people 
knowing ■ The deal was made on the quiet. 
qui-et-en /'kwajatan/ verb -ens; -ened; -en-lng [+ obj] Brit 
: 2 quiet ■ trying to quieten (down) the crowd 
quieten down [phrasal verb] Brit: to become quiet or quiet¬ 
er ■ The children quietened down after dinner, 
quietude /'kwaj3,tu:d, Brit 'kwaja.tjuid/ noun [noncount] 
literary : the state of being quiet or calm : quietness ■ the 
quietude [=calm] of the forest 

quiff /'kwif/ noun, pi quiffs [count] Brit: hair at the front of 
a person’s head that is brushed upward; also : pompadour 
quill /'kwil/ noun, pi quills [count] 

1 a : the hollow central part of a feather b : a large, stiff 
feather from the wing or tail of a bird 

2 : a pen that is made from a feather — called also quill pen 

3 : one of the hollow, sharp parts on the back of a porcupine 
quilt /'kwilt/ noun, pi quilts [count] : a bed cover with 

stitched designs that is made of two layers of cloth filled with 
wool, cotton, or soft feathers 

qililt-ed /'kwiltad/ adj : having two layers of stitched cloth 
filled with wool, cotton, or soft feathers ■ a quilted jacket/ 
coat 

quilt-er /'kwilta>/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who makes 
quilts 

quilt-ing /'kwiltiq/ noun [noncount] 

1 ; the activity or process of making a quilt ■ Her hobbies in¬ 
clude knitting and quilting. 

2 : the material or stitching that is used in making quilts ■ di¬ 
amond quilting 

quin /'kwin/ noun, pi quins [count] Brit, informal : quintu¬ 
plet 

quince /'kwins/ noun, pi quinc-es 

1 [count, noncount] : the yellow fruit of an Asian tree that is 
used for making jam, jelly, etc. 

2 [count] : the tree that produces quince ■ a flowering quince 
qubnine /'kwai,nain, Brit 'kwi,ni:n/ noun [noncount] : a 

drug that is made from the bark of a tree and used especially 
to treat malaria 

quint /'kwint/ noun, pi quints [count] US, informal: quin¬ 
tuplet 

quin-tes*sence /kwin'tesps/ noun 
the quintessence formal 1 : the most important part of 
something ■ The quintessence of music is the melody. 2 
: the perfect example of something ■ He was the quintes¬ 
sence of calm. [=he was perfectly calm] 

— qulnt-es-sen-tial ^kwinta'sen/al/o*# ■ He was the quint¬ 
essential cowboy. [=he was the perfect example of a cow¬ 
boy] ■ She’s the quintessential New Yorker. — quint-es- 
sen-tlal-ly adv ■ The humor in the movie is quintessen- 
tially British. 

quin-tet /kwin'tet/ noun, pi -tets [count] 


1 : a group of five singers or musicians who perform togeth¬ 
er ■ a famous brass/jazz quintet 

2 : a piece of music for five singers or musicians ■ a piano/ 
string quintet 

1 quin*tu*ple /kwin'tApal, Brit 1 kwintjup]/ verb -tu-ples; -tu- 
pled; -tu-pling 

1 [no obj] : to become five times bigger in value or number ■ 
The town’s population has quintupled in the past 50 years. 

2 [+ obj] : to cause (something) to become five times bigger ■ 
We quintupled our earnings. ■ The company has quintupled 
the number of its employees. 

Quintuple adj 

1 : five times bigger in size or amount ■ Share prices are 
quintuple what they were a few days ago. 

2 always used before a noun : having five parts or including 
five people or things ■ a quintuple homicide/murder [=a mur¬ 
der of five people] 

quin*tU*plet /kwin'tAplat, Brit 'kwintjuplat/ noun, pi -plets 
[count] : one of five babies that are bom at the same time to 
the same mother — usually plural • She had (a set of) quintu¬ 
plets. [=she gave birth to five babies] — compare quadru¬ 
plet, SEXTUPLET, TRIPLET, TWIN 

1 quip /'kwip/ noun, pi quips [count] : a clever remark ■ witty/ 
amusing quips ■ They traded quips over a beer. 

2 quip verb quips; quipped; qulp«plng [+ obj] : to make (a 
clever remark) 

quirk /'kw^k/ noun, pi quirks [count] 

1 : an unusual habit or way of behaving ■ Everyone has their 
little quirks. 

2 : something strange that happens by chance ■ Their meet¬ 
ing was a (strange) quirk of fate/nature. 

quirky /'kw^ki/ aflj -i-er; -est [also more most ~J : un¬ 
usual especially in an interesting or appealing way ■ quirky 
ideas/behavior ■ He has a quirky sense of humor. ■ a quirky 
new sitcom 

quis-ling /'kwizlirj/ noun, pi -lings [count] old-fashioned : a 
person who helps an enemy that has taken control of his or 
her country : traitor — often used before another noun ■ 
a quisling regime/govemment 
quit /'kwit/ verb quits; quit also quitted; quit-ting 

1 informal : to leave (a job, school, career, etc.) 1+ obj] He 
quit his job. • She quit college after one semester. ■ She decid¬ 
ed to quit show business. ■ He quit teaching after five years. 
[no obj] Many workers are quitting because of poor pay. ■ She 
hates her job and she’s thinking about quitting. ■ I quit\ 

2 chiefly US, informal: to stop doing (an action or activity) 
[+ obj] She quit smoking/drinking years ago. ■ I wish you 
would quit bothering her. ■ He angrily told her to quit It. [=to 
stop doing what she was doing] [no obj] We’re going to quit 
for the day. It’s too hot to keep working. 

3 [no obj] informal: to stop working ■ The engine suddenly 
quit. ■ The car quit [=broke down] a few miles down the road. 

4 formal : to leave (the place where you live) [+ obj] They 
quit the city for a quiet life in the country. ■ The landlord 
gave the tenants notice to quit the premises. [=the landlord 
formally told them that they had to leave] [no obj] The land¬ 
lord gave the tenants notice to quit. 

quite /'kwait/ adv 

l a : to a very noticeable degree or extent: very 4- Quite is 
a more forceful word than fairly but it is a less forceful word 
than extremely. It is used more often in British English than 
in U.S. English, but it is not an unusual or rare word in U.S. 
English. ■ She did quite well. ■ He is quite ill/rich/busy. ■ The 
room is quite large/small. ■ They were quite surprised. ■ Blue 
jays are quite common in this area. ■ We go out to dinner 
quite frequently. ■ The entertainment was quite good. ■ We 
live quite near the school. ■ Quite frankly, we felt it was not 
our responsibility. ■ Quite simply, we do not have the re¬ 
sources. ■ She sings quite wonderfully, b — used to make a 
statement more forceful ■ I quite liked/enjoyed the music. ■ 
“We’re sorry for the trouble.” “That’s quite all right.” ■ The 
work has value in itself, quite apart from the good effects it 
produces. ■ I haven’t seen her for quite some time. [=a long 
period of time] • I decided I had heard quite enough. ■ It was 
quite something [=a major event] for a small-town boy to be 
interviewed for the national news. — often used with a, an, 
or the before a noun • She is quite a beauty. [=she’s very 
beautiful] ■ The news was quite a shock. [=the news was very 
shocking] ■ My promotion was quite a surprise. ■ We had 
quite a lot of food at the dinner party. - It was quite an event¬ 
ful week. ■ We were in line for quite a while. ■ She has made 
quite a career for herself. [=she has had a very successful ca- 
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reer] ■ The award is quite an honor. [=is a very impressive 
honor] 

2 : completely or entirely ■ “Are you quite finished?” “Not 
quite." ■ We quite agree. • I am quite capable of doing it my¬ 
self, thank you. ■ They assured me that I was quite mistaken. 
■ Something wasn’t quite right. ■ We hadn’t quite made up our 
minds. • She's quite right, you know. ■ I quite forgot your 
birthday. 

3 : exactly or precisely ■ No one realized quite what was hap¬ 
pening. ■ Quite why he left is unclear. ■ That is not quite what 
I said. 

4 Brit — used to express agreement ■ “We need to let chil¬ 
dren be children.” "Quite." ■ “There is little violence in his 
films.” "Quite so." ■ “They have no one but themselves to 
blame.” "Quite right." 

quite a bit see ‘bit 
quite a few see ‘few 
quite the contrary see ‘contrary 
quits /'kwits/ adj, chiefly Brit, informal : having nothing 
owed by either side ■ Here’s the money I owed you. Now, 
we’re quits, [-even] 

call it quits informal : to quit or end something (such as a 
job, relationship, or activity) • She decided to call it quits 
after many years in office. ■ After eight years of marriage, 
she and her husband are calling it quits. ■ I’m ready to call it 
quits. 

double or quits see 3 double 

quit*ter /'kwita 1 / noun, pi -ters [count] informal + disapprov¬ 
ing : a person who easily gives up or stops doing something 
: a person who quits * Don’t be a quitter. I know you can do 
it. 

1 quiv*er /'kwivay verb -ers; -ered; -er*ing [no obj] : to 
shake because of fear, cold, nervousness, etc. : tremble * 
Her lips quivered when she heard the bad news. — often + 
with ■ He was quivering with excitement/rage. 

2 quiver noun, pi -vers [count] 

1 : a shaking sound, movement, or feeling that is caused by 
fear or other strong emotions — usually singular ■ I could 
hear a quiver [-quaver] in her voice. — often + of • He felt a 
quiver of excitement/anticipation. 

2 : a case used for carrying arrows 

quix*Ot*ic /kwik'sa:tik/ adj [more most ~] formal: hope¬ 
ful or romantic in a way that is not practical • a quixotic solu¬ 
tion/pursuit "They had quixotic dreams/visions about the fu¬ 
ture. 

1 quiz /'kwiz/ noun, pi quiz-zes [count] 

1 US : a short spoken or written test that is often taken with¬ 
out preparation ■ The teacher gave us a quiz on the material 
we studied yesterday. — see also pop quiz 

2 : a set of questions about a particular subject that people 
try to answer as a game or competition ■ a trivia/health quiz 

2 quiz verb quizzes; quizzed; quizzing [+ obj] 

1 : to ask (someone) questions about something — usually + 
on or about ■ They quizzed him on his knowledge of old jazz 
tunes. ■ He is being quizzed by investigators about his possi¬ 
ble involvement in the crime. 

2 US : to give (someone) a quiz — usually + on ■ The teacher 
quizzed us on the material we studied yesterday. 

quiz-mas-ter /'kwiz,ingests, Brit 'kwiZginaista/ noun, pi 
-ters [count] : a person who asks the questions for people to 
answer on a quiz show — called also (Brit) question master 
quiz Show noun, pi ~ shows [count]: a radio or television 
program during which people compete with each other by 
trying to answer questions ■ a popular TV quiz show ■ a quiz 
show contestant/host 

quiz-zi-cal /'kwizikal/ adj [more most —] : showing that 
you do not understand something or that you find some¬ 
thing strange or amusing ■ He gave me a quizzical look. ■ 
There was a quizzical expression on his face. ■ She raised a 
quizzical eyebrow when she saw what he was wearing. 

— quiz*zi*cal*ly /'kwizikli/ adv ■ He looked at me quizzical¬ 
ly: 

quoit /'kwoit jnoun.pl quoits 

1 quoits [noncount] : a game in which players try to throw 
rings over a small post that is standing upright in the ground 

2 [count] : a ring that is used in quoits 

Quon*set /'kwainsat/ trademark — used for a type of metal 
shelter that has a curved roof 

quo-rum /'kworam/ noun [singular] : the smallest number 
of people who must be present at a meeting in order for deci¬ 
sions to be made ■ We need five people to make a quorum. 
quo*ta /'kwouta/ noun, pi -tas [count] 


1 : an official limit on the number or amount of people or 
things that are allowed ■ import/export quotas ■ The agency 
imposes strict fishing/hunting quotas. ■ The company has im¬ 
posed quotas on hiring. ■ He lost his driver’s license because 
he exceeded the quota of traffic violations. 

2 : a specific amount or number that is expected to be 
achieved ■ The department set new sales quotas in January. ■ 
They filled/met their quota for new members. [=they got the 
number of new members that they were trying to get] 

quot-able /'kwoutabal/ adj [more —; most ~] ; deserving to 
be quoted : interesting or clever enough to be quoted ■ a 
quotable phrase/author 
quo-ta-tion /kwou'teijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : something that a person says or writes that is re¬ 
peated or used by someone else in another piece of writing 
or a speech ■ literary/illustrative quotations [=quotes] • He 
gathered quotations from the trial transcript to prove his 
point. ■ a well-known quotation attributed to Abraham Lin¬ 
coln ■ a book of humorous quotations 

2 [noncount] : the act of using quotations in a piece of writ¬ 
ing or a speech ■ She relied heavily on quotation in her es¬ 
says, which made them less original. 

3 [count]: a written statement of how much money a partic¬ 
ular job will cost to do • The builder gave us several price 
quotations [-quotes] for the new housing complex. 

4 [count] finance : a statement of the current value of stocks, 
bonds, or goods ■ foreign stock quotations [-quotes] 

quotation mark noun, pi ~~ marks [count] : one of a pair 
of punctuation marks “ ” or ” that are used to show the be¬ 
ginning and the end of a quotation, to show that something 
is a title, to show that a word or phrase is being used in a spe¬ 
cial way, etc. — usually plural ■ There were quotations marks 
around the phrase. = The phrase was in quotation marks. • 
Titles of newspaper articles should be placed/put in quota¬ 
tion marks. — called also (Brit) inverted comma 
1 guote /'kwout/ verb quotes; quot*ed; quoting 

1 a f+ obj] : to repeat (something written or said by another 
person) exactly — often + from ■ She quoted a passage from 
the book in her article, b [+ obj] : to write or say the exact 
words of (someone) ■ He began his speech by quoting 
Shakespeare. ■ Can I quote you on thafl [=can I tell other 
people that you said that?] ■ He was quoted as saying that 
there would be further delays. [=it was reported that he said 
that there would be further delays] ■ The reporter quoted the 
police chief as saying that an investigation would be 
launched soon, c : to write or say a line or short section 
from (a piece of writing or a speech) [+ obj] He quotes the 
Bible frequently, [no obj] — +from ■ He quotes from the Bi¬ 
ble frequently, d — used in speech to show that you are ex¬ 
actly repeating someone else’s words. ■ When I asked him if 
he’d be seeing her again, he said, quote , “Not if I can help it.” 
■ He said, and I quote, “Not if I can help it.” — often followed 
by unquote ■ She said it was quote , “time for a change,” un¬ 
quote. • He said he’s been living under, quote, unquote, “in¬ 
tense pressure.” 

2 [+ obj] : to mention (something) as an example to support 
an idea or statement • She said this kind of occurrence is 
common, and she quoted [-cited] several instances of almost 
identical behavior. 

3 [+ obj] a : to tell someone the price at which something 
can be bought or done — often + for ■ The sales associate 
quoted (us) an unreasonably high price for the car. b fi¬ 
nance : to state the current price of (something, such as a 
stock) — usually used as (be) quoted ■ Shares for the stock 
are being quoted at $68. ■ a list of companies that are quoted 
on the stock exchange [=companies whose stocks are sold on 
the stock exchange] 

2 quote noun, pi quotes [count] 

1 : quotation ■ Each chapter of the book began with an in¬ 
spirational quote. ■ She included quotes from the poem in her 
essay. ■ The article included quotes from the mayor and sev¬ 
eral councilors. ■ The price quotes exceeded our expecta¬ 
tions. • I checked the stock quotes online. 

2 : quotation mark ■ The phrase was in quotes. [=there 
were quotation marks around it] ■ Titles of newspaper arti¬ 
cles should be placed/put in quotes. 

quoth /'kwouG/ verb, old-fashioned + literary — used to 
mean “said” in phrases like quoth I, quoth he, etc. • “What a 
fool,” quoth he. [=“what a fool,” he said] • “... Quoth the 
raven, ‘Nevermore.’” —Edgar Allan Poe, “The Raven" 
(1845) 

quo*tid*i*an /kwou^tidijan/ adj, formal + literary 
1 : ordinary or very common ■ a quotidian existence/life 
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2 : done each day ■ quotidian [=everyday] routines 
quotient /'kwou/ant/ noun, pi -tients [count] 

1 mathematics : the number that results when one number is 
divided by another 

2 : the degree to which a specific quality or characteristic 
exists ■ an actress whose likability quotient is high [=an ac¬ 
tress who is very likable] — see also INTELLIGENCE QUO¬ 
TIENT 


Quran or Qur’an variant spelling of koran 
qv abbr which see — used to direct a reader to another page 
where more information can be found Qv comes from the 
Latin phrase “quod vide.” 

QWER-TY /'kwa^ti/ adj, of a keyboard : having the letters q, 
w, e, r, t, and y arranged in a row in the top row of letter keys 
■ Most computers come equipped with a monitor and a full 
QWERTY keyboard. 


R 


1 r or R /'aa*/ noun, pi r’s or rs or R’s or Rs : the 18th letter of 
the English alphabet [count] There are two r’s in “tomor¬ 
row.” [noncount] “River” begins and ends with r. — see also 
THREE R’S 

roll your r’s see 'roll 
2 r abbr 1 radius 2 or R right ■ L or R 

1 R — used as a special mark to indicate that people over the 
age of 17 or 18 may see a particular movie but that younger 
people may only see the movie in a movie theater with a par¬ 
ent or guardian ■ The movie is rated R. — compare G, NC- 
17, pg, pg-13, x; see also r-rated 
2 R abbr 1 registered trademark 2 Republican ■ Sen. Jane 
Smith R-PA 3 R. river ■ R. Trent 
rab«bi /'rae,bai/ noun, pi -bis [count] : a person who is 
trained to make decisions about what is lawful in Judaism, to 
perform Jewish ceremonies, or to lead a Jewish congregation 
■ He is a rabbi. ■ Rabbi Jane Smith 
rab-bin-ic /ra'bimk/ or rab-bin-i-cal /ra'bmikal/ adj, al¬ 
ways used before a noun : of or relating to rabbis, their writ¬ 
ings, or their teachings ■ rabbinic commentaries/texts ■ rab¬ 
binical traditions 

1 rab*bit /'rjebat/ noun, pi rab-bits 
or rabbit 

1 [count] : a small animal that usu¬ 
ally lives in holes in the ground and 
has long ears, soft fur, and back 
legs that are longer than its front 
legs ■ We keep rabbits as pets. ■ a 
rabbit hutch ■ a rabbit hole 

2 [noncount] : the fur or meat of a 
rabbit ■ a stew made with rabbit - a 
rabbit stew ■ a rabbit coat 

2 rabbit verb -bits; -bit*ed; -bit-ing 
rabbit on [phrasal verb] Brit, infor¬ 
mal : to talk for too long about something that is not im¬ 
portant or interesting — often + about ■ He rabbited on 
about all his problems. 

rabbit punch noun, pi ~~ punches [count] : a quick punch 
to the back of the neck or the kidneys that is illegal in boxing 
rabbit warren noun, pi ~~ -rens [count] 

1 : a series of underground tunnels where rabbits live 

2 : a building or place with many connected rooms, passag¬ 
es, etc., where you can get lost very easily ■ The Pentagon is a 
rabbit warren of corridors. 

rab-ble /'raebal/ noun, disapproving 

1 [singular]: a large group of loud people who could become 
violent: mob ■ an angry/unruly rabble 

2 the rabble : ordinary or common people who do not have 
a lot of money, power, or social status — often used in a hu¬ 
morous or exaggerated way to suggest the attitudes of 
wealthy and powerful people ■ celebrities who live in beauti¬ 
ful homes far away from the rabble 

rab-ble-rous*er /'rajbal.rauza 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] dis¬ 
approving : a person who makes a group of people angry, ex¬ 
cited, or violent (such as by giving speeches) especially in or¬ 
der to achieve a political or social goal 
— rab*ble—rous-ing /’raeb3l,rauzir)/ adj ■ a rabble-rousing 
speech/politician — rabble-rousing noun [noncount] 
ra*bid /"raebad,/ adj 

1 : affected with rabies ■ rabid dogs 

2 [more most ~] : having or expressing a very extreme 
opinion about or interest in something ■ a politician with ra¬ 
bid supporters ■ Her husband is a rabid baseball fan. 


— ra-bid-ly adv ■ Photographers rabidly pursued her wher¬ 
ever she went. 

ra-bies /'reibiz/ noun [noncount] : a very serious and often 
fatal disease that affects animals (such as dogs) and that can 
be passed on to people if an infected animal bites them 
rac-coon /ras'kuin/ 
noun, pi raccoon or 
rac-coons 

1 [count] : a small North 
American animal with 
grayish-brown fur that 
has black fur around its 
eyes and black rings 
around its tail 

2 [noncount] \ the fur of a 
raccoon ■ a raccoon coat 

1 race /'reis/ noun, pi rac¬ 
es 

1 a [count] : a competition between people, animals, vehi¬ 
cles, etc., to see which one is fastest ■ a bicycle/boat/car/ 
yacht race — see also drag race, footrace, horse 
race, rat race, sack race b the races : an event at 
which there is a series of horse races ■ Let’s go to the races 
this weekend. 

2 [count]: a contest or competition in which different people 
or teams try to win something or to do something first ■ the 
race for governor ■ a baseball pennant race ■ the race to find 
a cure for the disease 

3 [singular] : a situation in which someone has to do some¬ 
thing very quickly because there is not much time ■ It was a 
race against time to disarm the bomb. ■ It was a race against 
the clock to finish the job on time. 

- compare 3 race 

2 race verb races; raced; rac-ing 

T a [no obj] : to compete in a race • Eight horses will race for 
the cup. ■ That horse will never race again, b [+ obj] : to 
compete in a race against (someone) • She’s going to race the 
champion. ■ They raced each other home. ■ I’ll race you to 
see who gets there first. 

2 [+ obj] : to drive or ride (something) in a race ■ She races 
cars/horses for a living. 

3 [no obj]: to go, move, or function at a very fast speed ■ The 
people raced [=(more commonly) ran] for safety. ■ The flood 
raced through the valley. * His heart was racing. [=was beat¬ 
ing very fast] • Her mind was racing. [=she had many 
thoughts going quickly through her mind] ■ The truck’s en¬ 
gine was racing. ■ The dog raced ahead of me. 

4 [+ obj] : to cause (the engine of a vehicle) to go very fast ■ 
The drivers raced [=rewed] their engines while waiting at the 
starting line. 

5 [no obj] : to try to do something very quickly because there 
is not much time ■ She is racing against the clock to be sure 
the assignment is handed in on time. ■ Researchers are racing 
(against time) to find a cure. 

3 race noun, pi races 

1 : one of the groups that people can be divided into based 
on certain physical qualities (such as skin color) [count] It is 
their hope that the races can live in harmony, [noncount] 
The company does not discriminate on grounds of race, age, 
sex, or religion. — often used before another noun ■ Politi¬ 
cians are trying to improve race relations. * race discrimina¬ 
tion — see also human race 

2 [count] : a group of people who share the same history, 
language, culture, etc. ■ the English race • She is the descen- 
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race-baiting ■ radar gun 


dant of a noble race. • a mythical race of giants 
3 [count] : a group of related or similar animals or plants ■ a 
distinct race of birds 

- compare ‘race 

race—bait*ing /'reis,beitiq/ noun [noncount] US, disapprov¬ 
ing : the unfair use of statements about race to try to influ¬ 
ence the actions or attitudes of a particular group of people ■ 
a politician who is being accused of race-baiting 
race car noun. pi ~ cars [count] US : a very fast car that is 
used in professional auto racing — called also racing car :; see 
picture at CAR 

race course (US) or Brit race-course /'reiS|ko9s/ noun, 
pi ~ cours-es [count] : a course or track that is used for 
racing; especially, chiefly Brit : a grass track that is used for 
horse racing 

race*go-er /'reis.gowa-/ noun, pi -ers [count] chiefly Brit : a 
person who goes to a race 

race*horse /'reiSjhoa's/ noun, pi -hors-es [count ]: a horse 
that is bred and trained for racing 
rac*er fveisaj noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person or animal that races ■ He is a stock car racer. • 
His horse will be a great racer. 

2 : a car, boat, etc., that is used in racing 

race riot noun, pi ~ -Ots [count] : a violent fight between 
people of different races : a riot that is caused by racial an¬ 
ger, hatred, etc. 

race*track /'reis,traek/ noun, pi -tracks [count] : a track or 
course that is used for racing ■ a bicycle racetrack:, especially, 
US : a track that is used for horse racing 
race-way /'reis,wei/ noun, pi -ways [count] chiefly US : a 
course or track that is used for racing : racetrack 
ra*cial /'reijal/ adj 

1 : relating to or based on race ■ racial stereotypes/prejudic¬ 
es ■ What is your racial identity? ■ a racial minority 

2 always used before a noun : existing or happening between 
people of different races ■ striving for racial equality/harmo¬ 
ny ■ There was racial tension on campus. ■ racial segregation 

- ra-cial-ly adv ■ a racially mixed population 
ra*Cial*ism /'reijajizam/ noun [noncount] chiefly Brit, old- 

fashioned : RACISM 

- ra-cial-ist /'reijalist/ noun, pi -ists [count] - racialist 
adj [more most ~] ■ racialist [=racist] thinking 

racing noun [noncount] : the sport or profession of racing 
horses, cars, etc. ■ auto/yacht racing — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ his racing career ■ racing fans 
racing car noun, pi ~ cars [count]: race car 
rac*ism /'rei.sizam/ noun [noncount] disapproving 

1 : poor treatment of or violence against people because of 
their race ■ Have you experienced racism ? ■ a protest against 
racism 

2 : the belief that some races of people are better than others 
■ the racism that was the basis of apartheid 

- racdst /'reisist/ noun, pi -ists [count] - racists and bigots 
— racist adj [more —; most ~] ■ He was accused of making 
a racist remark. ■ racist attitudes/practices 

1 rack /'raek/ noun, pi racks 

1 [count] : a frame or stand that has shelves, hooks, slots, 
etc., in which or on which you place things ■ a bike/hat/lug- 
gage/magazine/wine rack ■ The store has racks of dresses. ■ 
Place the pie on the middle rack in the oven. ■ During the 
store’s sales, the clothes were flying off the rack. [=people 
were buying the clothes very quickly] — see also DISH 
RACK, ROOF RACK 

2 the rack : a machine used in the past to hurt people by 
stretching their bodies ■ The prisoners were tortured on the 
rack. — sometimes used figuratively ■ The interviewer put 
me on the rack and asked some really tough questions. 

3 [count] technical: a bar with teeth that fit into a gear or a 
wheel in a machine ■ a car with rack and pinion steering 

4 [count] : a pair of antlers ■ a deer with a huge rack 

5 [count] US, informal : 1 BED 1 ■ soldiers heading back to the 
rack after a long day 

6 [count] US a : a triangular frame that is used to group the 
balls together in a billiard game b : a group of billiard balls 
that have been set up with a rack ■ a tight/loose rack 

off the rack US : in a store where clothes are sold in differ¬ 
ent sizes that are not made to fit a particular person * He 
bought that suit off the rack. [ =(Brit ) off the peg] — see also 
OFF-THE-RACK 

on the rack Brit, informal : in a very bad or difficult situa¬ 
tion ■ They had their opponents on the rack in the first half. 

- compare 3 rack, *rack 


2 rack verb racks; racked; rack-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to cause (someone or something) to suffer pain or dam¬ 
age — usually used as (be) racked • He was racked with/by 
jealousy [=he was very jealous] when he saw his ex-wife with 
another man. ■ a body racked by disease ■ The team has been 
racked by dissension. [=the team has experienced a lot of dis¬ 
sension] ■ The country was racked by civil war. 

2 US : to put (balls) in a rack for a game of billiards ■ Rack 
the balls (up) and we’ll play some pool. 

rack up [phrasal verb] rack up (something) informal : to 
achieve or get (something) as time passes : ACCUMULATE ■ 
I wanted to rack up as many points as possible. ■ The com¬ 
pany has racked up huge losses/sales. 
rack your brain/brains : to think very hard in order to try 
to remember something, solve a problem, etc. ■ I’ve been 
racking my brain, but I can’t remember his name. 

3 rack noun, pi racks [count, nmncount] : a cut of meat from a 
lamb or pig that includes some of the ribs * We had (a) rack 
of lamb for dinner. — compare ‘rack, *rack 
4 rack noun [noncount] : the state of being destroyed or ruined 
■ The old house has gone to rack and ruin. [=has become ru¬ 
ined] — compare ‘rack, 3 rack 
1 rack*et or rac*quet /'raekat/ noun, pi rackets or rac¬ 
quets [count] : a piece of sports equipment that is used to 
hit a ball or other object in games like tennis, badminton, 
squash, etc. ■ a tennis racket — compare 2 racket 
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2 racket noun, pi -ets 

1 [singular] : a loud, unpleasant noise ■ The kids have been 
making a terrible racket. ■ What’s all the racket ? 

2 [count] : a business that makes money through illegal ac¬ 
tivities ■ He was a member of a criminal racket. ■ He ran pro¬ 
tection rackets for the mob. 

3 [singular] US, informal a : an easy way to make money ■ 
Is that all you do for a living? What a racket, b : a job or 
business ■ Acting has got to be a tough racket to succeed in. 
-compare ‘racket 

rack*e*teer Araeka'tia 1 / noun, pi -teers [count] : a person 
who makes money through illegal activities 
rack*e*teer*ing Araeka'tinq/ noun [noncount] : the act or 
crime of making money through illegal activities ■ He was ar¬ 
rested and charged with racketeering. 
ra*COn*teur / l rx l Y.a:n l tad noun, pi -teurs [count] formal 
: someone who is good at telling stories 
rac*quet*ball /'raek9t,ba:l/ noun, pi -balls 

1 [noncount] : a game played on a court with four walls by 
two or four players who use rackets to hit a soft ball against 
the walls ■ They were playing (a game of) racquetball. 

2 [count] : the ball that is used in racquetball 

racy /'reisi/ adj rac*i*er; -est [also more — ; most ~] : excit¬ 
ing, lively, or amusing often in a way that is slightly shocking 
■ a racy [^risque] novel/movie ■ racy humor 
— racd-ly /'reisali/ adv • a racily explicit movie — rac*i- 
ness /'reisinas/ noun [noncount] 
rad /'raed/ adj rad-der; rad-dest [also more most ~] US 
slang : very appealing or good ■ The party was totally rad. 
[-awesome, cool] 

ra-dar /‘rei,da»/ noun, pi -dars : a device that sends out ra¬ 
dio waves for finding out the position and speed of a moving 
object (such as an airplane) [count] a powerful radar [non¬ 
count] The approaching planes were detected by radar. — 
often used figuratively in informal U.S. English ■ A career in 
politics wasn’t even on my radar ( screen ) at that point. [=1 
wasn’t thinking at all about a career in politics] ■ an actor 
who has fallen off the radar [=who has stopped being noticed 
or talked about] ■ He tried to stay under the radar [-unno¬ 
ticed] as he went about his business, 
radar gun noun, pi ~ guns [count] : a small device that 
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uses radar to measure the speed of a moving object (such as 
a car or a ball) 

1 ra-di-al /'reidijal/ adj : arranged or having parts arranged in 
straight lines coming out from the center of a circle ■ the ra¬ 
dial form of a starfish 

— ra-di-al-ly adv • The streets extend radially from the city’s 
center. 

2 radial noun, pi -als [count] : a type of strong tire in which 
cords underneath the rubber run across the tire’s surface — 
called also radial tire 
ra*di*ance /'reidijans/ noun 

1 : a quality of brightness and happiness that can be seen on 
a person’s face [singular] She had a youthful radiance about 
her. [noncount] Her face glowed with radiance. 

2 [singular, noncount] : a warm, soft light that shines from 
something ■ the radiance of the rising sun 

ra*di*ant /'reidijant/ adj 

1 [more most ~] : having or showing an attractive quality 
of happiness, love, health, etc. ■ a radiant smile ■ She had a 
radiant inner glow. ■ She looked radiant at her wedding. 

2 [more most ~]: bright and shining ■ the radiant sun ■ ra¬ 
diant blue skies 

3 always used before a noun, technical : sent out from some¬ 
thing in rays or waves that you cannot see ■ radiant heat ■ ra¬ 
diant energy 

— ra-di-ant-ly adv ■ She smiled radiantly as she accepted the 
award. 

ra-di-ate /'reidi,eit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj ]: to go 
out in a direct line from a central point or area ■ Spokes radi¬ 
ate (out/outward) from the center of the wheel. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
move in a specified direction from a source ■ The pain was 
radiating down my arm. 

3 a [+ obj] : to send out (something, such as heat or energy) 
in rays ■ The sun radiates heat and light, b [no obj] : to 
come or go out in the form of rays ■ Heat radiates from the 
sun. 

4 [+ obj] : to show (a feeling or quality) very clearly ■ She has 
a smile that radiates warmth. • He radiated pride in his 
achievements. 

ra*di*a*tion /,reidi'eij3n/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a type of dangerous and powerful energy that is pro¬ 
duced by radioactive substances and nuclear reactions ■ She 
was exposed to high levels of radiation. 

2 medical : the use of controlled amounts of radiation for 
the treatment of diseases (such as cancer) ■ He goes in for ra¬ 
diation next week. — called also radiation therapy, radiother¬ 
apy 

3 a : energy that comes from a source in the form of waves 
or rays you cannot see ■ ultraviolet radiation b technical 
: the process of giving off energy in the form of waves or 
rays you cannot see ■ the sun’s radiation of heat 

radiation sickness noun [noncount] medical : an illness 
that results from exposure to too much radiation 
ra«di*a*tor / l reidi,eita L / noun, pi -tors [count] 

1 : a large, metal device that is next to the wall in a room and 
that becomes hot and provides heat for the room when hot 
water passes through it 

2 : a device that is used to keep the engine of a vehicle from 
getting too hot — see picture at CAR 

1 radical /'raedikal ! adj [more most ~] 

1 a : very new and different from what is traditional or ordi¬ 
nary ■ The computer has introduced radical innovations. ■ 
radical ideas about education b : very basic and important 

■ There are some radical differences between the two pro¬ 
posals. • The new president has made some radical changes 
to the company. ■ radical reforms 

2 : having extreme political or social views that are not 
shared by most people • radical liberals/conservatives ■ a 
radical wing of extremists 

3 US slang, somewhat old-fashioned : very appealing or good 

■ The party was totally radical ! [=cooI] 

— rad-i-cal-ly /'rsedikli/ adv • She has proposed a radically 
different approach to the problem. ■ The hurricane radi¬ 
cally changed the landscape. ■ radically new technology 
— rad-heal* ness noun [noncount] 

2 radical noun, pi -cals [count]: a person who favors extreme 
changes in government : a person who has radical political 
opinions ■ He was a radical when he was young, but now he’s 
much more moderate. 

rad*i*cal*ism /'radika^izam/ noun [noncount] : the opin¬ 


ions and behavior of people who favor extreme changes es¬ 
pecially in government : radical political ideas and behavior 
■ political radicalism 

rad*i«cal«ize also Brit rad-i-cal-ise /■radikajaiz/ verb -iz- 
es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] : to cause (someone or something) 
to become more radical especially in politics ■ The war has 
radicalized an entire generation of young people, 
ra-dic-chio /rse'dikijou/ noun, pi -Chios [count, noncount] 
: a plant which has reddish or green leaves that have a bitter 
taste and that are eaten in salads 
radii plural of radius 
1 ra»dio /'reidiiOu/ noun, pi -di-os 

1 [noncount] : the system or process that is used for sending 
and receiving signals through the air without using wires ■ 
The news was sent/received by/over radio. — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ radio communications/signals 

2 [noncount] : programs that are broadcast by radio ■ I listen 
to the radio all the time. ■ I heard the news/song on the radio. 

— often used before another noun ■ radio programs/shows/ 
stations — see also talk radio 

3 [count] a : a device that is used to receive the signals that 
are broadcast by radio ■ There’s a problem with the car’s ra¬ 
dio. ■ a portable/transistor radio ■ The radio was playing very 
loudly. ■ Turn up/down/on/off the radio, b : a device that 
is used to send and receive messages by radio ■ two-way radi¬ 
os ■ The pilot’s radio wasn’t working. 

4 [noncount] : the business that makes and broadcasts radio 
programs • He became the most popular talk show host in 
radio. ■ She is a powerful force in radio. 

2 radio verb -dios; -di-oed; -dio-ing : to send a message to 
someone by radio [no obj] The police radioed for backup. ■ 
The stranded sailors were radioing for help. ■ The pilot radi¬ 
oed in to the control tower. [+ obj] The police radioed a re¬ 
port back to the station. ■ They radioed the Coast Guard for 
help. 

ra-dio-ac-tive /,reidijou'£ektiv/ adj [more most ~]: hav¬ 
ing or producing a powerful and dangerous form of energy 
(called radiation) ■ Uranium and plutonium are radioactive. ■ 
radioactive material/waste 

— ra-dio-ac-tive-ly adv - ra-dio-ac-tiv-i-ty /.reiduowjek- 
'tivati/ noun [noncount] • the radioactivity of certain ele¬ 
ments 

ra-dio-car-bon dating /,reidijou'ka»b3n-/ noun [non¬ 
count] technical : carbon dating 
radio-controlled adj : controlled by radio signals sent 
from somewhere else ■ a radio-controlled toy car 
ra-di-Og-ra-phy Areidi'aigrafi/ noun [noncount] medical 
: the process of taking a photograph of the inside of a per¬ 
son’s body by using X-rays 

— ra-di-og-ra-pher Areidi'cLgrafa 1 / noun,pi -phers [count] 
medical 

ra-di*Ol-0»gist /ireidi'adacfcist/ noun, pi -gists [count] 
medical : a doctor who is trained in radiology 
ra-di-0l*0*gy Areidi'culactei/ noun [noncount] medical : a 
branch of medicine that uses some forms of radiation (such 
as X-rays) to diagnose and treat diseases 
radio telescope noun, pi —' -scopes [count] technical : a 
piece of equipment that receives radio waves from space and 
that is used for finding stars and other objects 
ra-dlO-ther-a-py /.reidiou'Gerapi/ noun [noncount] medi¬ 
cal : radiation 2 

— ra-dio-ther-a-pist /.reidiou'Gerepist/ noun, pi -pists 
[count] 

radio wave noun, pi ~ waves [count]: an electromagnetic 
wave that is used for sending signals through the air without 
using wires 

rad-ish /'radiJ/ noun, pi -ish-es [count] : a small, round 
vegetable that is red or white, is eaten raw in salads, and has 
a sharp spicy taste; also : the plant that produces this vegeta¬ 
ble — see color picture on page C4; see also horseradish 
ra-di-um /'reidijain/ noun [noncount] : a radioactive ele¬ 
ment that is used medically in cancer treatments 
ra-di-US /'reidijas/ noun, pi ra-dii /'reidi,ai/ [count] 

1 technical : a straight line from the center of a circle or 
sphere to any point on the outer edge ■ Measure the radius of 
the circle.; also : the length of this line ■ a radius of 10 inches 

— see picture at geometry; compare diameter 

2 : an area that goes outward in all directions from a partic¬ 
ular place ■ The new museum is expected to draw people 
from a wide radius. • More than 100,000 students live within 
a 10-mile radius of the university. [=within 10 miles of the 
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university] ■ There are three restaurants within a one-block 
radius of our apartment. 

3 medical : the bone in the lower part of your arm on the 
same side as your thumb — see picture at HUMAN 
ra*don / a rei|da:n/ noun [noncount] : a radioactive element 
which is a gas that is used medically in cancer treatments 
RAF abbr Royal Air Force 

raf-fia /'rsefija/ noun [noncount] : material that looks like 
string, is made from palm leaves, and is used to make bas¬ 
kets, hats, etc. 

raff'ish /'rajfiJV adj [more most ~] : not completely ac¬ 
ceptable or respectable but interesting and attractive ■ raffish 
charm ■ raffish behavior ■ He’s a raffish character. 

— raff-ish-ly adv — raff-ish-ness noun [noncount] 

1 raf-fle /'rsefal/ noun, pi ratifies [count] : a contest that a 
group or organization uses to earn money and that involves 
people buying numbered tickets in exchange for a chance to 
win a prize ■ We’re having a raffle to raise money for new 
playground equipment. ■ We are selling raffle tickets . 

2 raffle verb ratifies; raf-fled; rat -fling [+ obj] : to give 
(something) as a prize in a raffle — usually + off ■ Our 
church will raffle off turkeys this Thanksgiving. 

1 raft /'rseft, Brit 'ra:ft/ noun, pi rafts [count] 

1 : a flat structure that is used for floating or sailing on water 

2 : a plastic or rubber boat that you have to fill with air in 
order to use — see also life RAFr 

- compare 2 raft 

2 raft noun, pi rafts [count] : a large amount or number of peo¬ 
ple or things ■ a raff of political supporters — compare 
'raft 

1 ratter /'rsefta 1 , Brit 'rcr.fta/ noun, pi -ters [count ]: one of the 
large, long pieces of wood that support a roof — usually plu¬ 
ral ■ a room with beautiful exposed rafters — compare 
2 rafter 

2 rafter noun, pi -ters [count] : a person who makes or travels 
in a raft ■ Whitewater rafters — compare 'RAFrER 
raft-ing /'rseftirj, Brit 'rarftii)/ noun [noncount] : the activity 
of traveling down a river on a raft ■ Whitewater raffing — of¬ 
ten used before another noun ■ a rafting trip ■ rafting equip¬ 
ment 

1 rag /'rseg/ noun, pi rags 

1 [count] : a piece of cloth that is old and no longer in good 
condition : a scrap of cloth ■ She used a rag to mop up the 
spill. ■ I tore the old towel into rags. — see also DO-RAG 

2 rags [plural] a informal : clothes ■ expensive French 
rags — see also glad rags b : clothing that is in poor con¬ 
dition ■ He threw away a bunch of old rags. ■ a homeless per¬ 
son wearing rags = a homeless person (dressed) in rags 

3 [count] informal : a newspaper of poor quality ■ He’s a writ¬ 
er for our local rag. 

4 [count] : a piece of ragtime music ■ a piano rag 
a red rag to a bull see 'red 

chew the rag see 'chew 

from rags to riches : from being poor to being wealthy 
: from a state of having very little money to a state of hav¬ 
ing a lot of money ■ She went from rags to riches overnight. 
2 rag verb rags; rag*ged; rag-ging informal : to laugh at and 
make jokes about (someone) [+ obj] The other kids ragged 
[-teased, razzed] him for having a crush on the teacher, [no 
obj] (US ) — + on - The other kids were always ragging on me 
because I wasn’t good at sports. 
rag*a*muttin /'rsega.mAfan/ noun, pi -fins [count] some¬ 
what old-fashioned : a child who is dressed in rags and is usu¬ 
ally dirty and poor 

rag-bag /'r£eg,b£eg/ noun, pi -bags [count] chiefly Brit : a 
collection of very different things ■ a ragbag of ideas 
rag doll noun, pi ~ dolls [count] : a soft doll made of cloth 
1 rage /'reicfe/ noun, pi rag-es 
■ 1 a [noncount] : a strong feeling of anger that is difficult to 
control ■ Her note to him was full of rage. ■ He was shaking 
with rage. ■ a fit of rage — see also ROAD rage synonyms 
see 'anger b [count] : a sudden expression of violent an¬ 
ger ■ She was seized by a murderous rage. ■ His rages rarely 
last more than a few minutes. ■ He flew into a rage. [=he sud¬ 
denly became extremely angry] 

2 [singular] a : something that is suddenly very popular ■ 
Karaoke is (all) the rage these days. [=karaoke is very popu¬ 
lar] b : a strong desire by many people to have or do some¬ 
thing — + for ■ I don’t understand the current rage for fla¬ 
vored coffee. [=1 don’t understand why flavored coffee is so 
popular] 


2 rage verb rages; raged; rag-ing [no obj] 

1 : to talk in an extremely angry way ■ She raged about the 
injustice of their decision. ■ Protesters and activists have 
raged against the company [=have angrily criticized the com¬ 
pany] for years. : to shout loudly and angrily * The manager 
raged at the umpire. 

2 : to happen or continue in a destructive, violent, or intense 
way ■ A storm was raging outside, but we were warm and 
comfortable indoors. ■ The fire raged for hours. — often + 
on ■ The debate rages on in Congress. 

rag-ged /'rcegad/ adi [more most ~] 

1 : having an edge or surface that is not straight or even ■ a 
ragged outline ■ ragged [=(more commonly) jagged] cliffs 

2 a : in bad condition especially because of being torn ■ a 
ragged dress ■ a boy in ragged jeans ■ the notebook’s ragged 
[Mattered] pages b : wearing clothes that are tom and in 
poor condition • a ragged orphan 

3 : tired from effort or stress ■ You look a little ragged —did 
you have a rough week? 

4 : not as good as possible : having good parts and bad parts 
■ a ragged performance 

5 : harsh and not regular : not smooth or even ■ The pa¬ 
tient’s breathing is ragged. ■ a ragged cough/breath 

on the ragged edge US, informal : very close to failure ■ 
We are running on the ragged edge financially. ■ Our bud¬ 
get is on the ragged edge as it is. 
run (someone) ragged informal : to make (someone) very 
tired ■ All this travel is running me ragged). ■ He was run 
ragged [-worn out] with/by all the travel. 

— rag-ged-ly adv ■ coughing raggedly ■ dressed raggedly 
— rag-gedf-ness noun [noncount] 
rag-gedy /'rsegadi/ adj rag-ged-i-er; -est [or more most 
—] informal : not in good condition : ragged ■ a raggedy 
old doll ■ raggedy clothes ■ a raggedy group of soldiers 
raging adj, always used before a noun 

1 : very wild and violent ■ a raging storm • The fire quickly 
turned into a raging inferno. 

2 : very great, strong, or impressive ■ raging ambition ■ The 
book was a raging success. 

3 : causing a lot of pain or distress ■ a raging headache ■ her 
raging anguish 

rag-Ian /'raglan/ adj, always used before a noun : attached at 
a line that goes from your neck to the area under your arm ■ 
a sweater with raglan sleeves; also : having sleeves like this - 
a raglan sweater/shirt 

ra-gout /ra'gu:/ noun, pi -gouts [count, noncount] : a stew 
of meat, vegetables, and spices 

rag-tag /'rag,t£eg/ adj, always used before a noun, informal 
: made up of different people or things and not organized or 
put together well ■ a ragtag group of musicians 
rag-time /'rag,taim/ noun [noncount] : a type of lively mu¬ 
sic that is often played on the piano and that was very popu¬ 
lar in the U.S. in the early part of the 20th century 
rag-top /'rag,ta:p/ noun, pi -tops [count] chiefly US, infor¬ 
mal + somewhat old-fashioned : a car with a roof that can be 
folded down : convertible 
rag trade noun 

the rag trade chiefly Brit, informal : the business of design¬ 
ing, making, and selling clothes : the fashion industry 
rag-weed /'rag,wi:d/ noun [noncount] : any one of a group 
of North American plants that release a lot of pollen into the 
air and that can cause allergic reactions in some people 
rah-rah /'ra:,ra:/ adj, always used before a noun, chiefly US, 
informal : showing a lot of enthusiasm usually in a way that 
is annoying ■ We were getting sick of his rah-rah attitude 
about the school. ■ rah-rah cheerleaders 
1 raid /'reid/ noun, pi raids [count] 

1 : a surprise attack on an enemy by soldiers or other mili¬ 
tary forces ■ They launched/mounted a raid against the ene¬ 
my. ■ The building was destroyed in a bombing raid. ]=a sur¬ 
prise attack in which bombs are used] — see also AIR RAID 

2 : an occurrence in which police suddenly enter a place in a 
forceful way to find criminals, illegal drugs, etc. ■ Weapons 
were also seized during the drug raid. ■ They caught five 
smugglers in the raid. 

3 chiefly Brit : an act of going into a place (such as a bank) in 
order to steal something : HEIST • a bank raid 

2 raid verb raids; raid-ed; raiding [+ obj] 

1 : to attack (a place or group) in a sudden and unexpected 
way ■ The village was raided often by neighboring tribes. 

2 a : to enter (a place) suddenly in a forceful way in order to 
look for someone or something ■ Police raided the house and 
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found drugs. ■ Federal agents raided the warehouse, seizing 
stolen property and arresting five smugglers, b : to enter (a 
place) in order to steal or take something ■ Two armed men 
raided [=(more commonly) robbed\ the bank on Tuesday. ■ 
The boys raided the fridge [=took food from the refrigerator] 
when they got home from soccer practice. ■ She raided her 
sister’s closet to find something to wear to the party. 

— raiding adj ■ The village needs protection from raiding 
tribes. ■ a raiding party [=a group of people who attack a 
place or group] 

raid-er /'reida/ noun,pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who suddenly and unexpectedly attacks a place 
or group ■ The village needs protection from enemy raiders. 

2 : a person who enters a place in older to steal or take 
something ■ Raiders had emptied the tomb of treasure. 

3 : a person who tries to take control of a business by buying 
a lot of its stock ■ He made his fortune as a corporate raider. 

1 rail /'red/ noun, pi rails 

1 [count] a : a bar that goes from one post or support to an¬ 
other and that is used to form a barrier ■ She leaned over the 
rail of the ship. ■ We sat on the fence rail and watched the 
cows. — see picture at house; see also guardrail, hand¬ 
rail b ; a bar used to hang something from ■ He hung the 
curtains on the rail. 

2 a [count] : one of the bars of steel that form a train’s track 

— usually plural ■ The train went off the rails. - (i chiefly Brit) 
The train jumped the rails. — see also THIRD rail b [non¬ 
count] : 1 railroad ■ transportation by rail ■ commuter rail 
[=part of a railroad made especially for people who work in 
a city but live outside it] — often used before another noun ■ 
rail travel ■ passenger rail service {=trains that take passen¬ 
gers rather than cargo] between the two cities — see also 
monorail 

go off the rails informal : to lose control and start to behave 
in a way that is not normal or acceptable ■ He was a prom¬ 
ising student but he went off the rails after he started taking 
drugs. ■ The government has gone (completely) off the rails. 
2 rail verb rails; railed; railing [+ obj] : to use rails to create a 
barrier around or at the edge of (something) — usually + off 
■ They’ve railed off [=(more commonly) fenced off] the gar¬ 
den. — compare 3 rail 

— railed adj ■ a railed balcony/platform 

3 rail verb rails; railed; railing [no obj] formal : to complain 
angrily about something ■ old men railing at/against the gov¬ 
ernment ■ The workers railed about the unfair treatment 
they’d received. — compare 2 rail 
rail-card /'reihka&d/ noun, pi -cards [count] Brit : a card 
that you can use to buy railroad tickets at a price that is low¬ 
er than the usual price ■ a student railcard 
railing /'reilir)/ noun, pi -ings [count] : a barrier that is 
made of rails supported by posts ■ He leaned on the deck’s 
railing and watched the sun set. — see picture at HOUSE 
raiMery /'reilari/ noun [noncount] formal : friendly joking 
about or with somebody ■ affectionate raillery 
rail-man /'reilman/ noun, pi -men [count] Brit : railway¬ 
man 

1 rail-road /'reil,roud/ noun, pi -roads [count] US 

1 : a system of tracks on which trains travel • a transconti¬ 
nental railroad [=(i chiefly Brit ) railway] — often used before 
another noun ■ a railroad station ■ railroad cars/workers/ 
travel 

2 : a company that owns and operates trains ■ an employee 
of the railroad [-(chiefly Brit ) railway] 

2 railroad verb -roads; -road-ed; -road-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to force (something) to be officially approved or accept¬ 
ed without much discussion or thought ■ a controversial law 
that is being railroaded through Congress ■ a bill that was rail¬ 
roaded into law 

2 US : to convict (someone) of a crime unfairly ■ They claim 
she was railroaded. 

3 : to force (someone) into doing something quickly or with¬ 
out enough information — usually + into ■ He railroaded her 
into signing the contract. ■ She’s trying to railroad us into 
buying the house. 

— rail-road-er noun, pi -ers [count] US ■ He worked as a 
railroader [=a person who works for a railroad company] 
all his life. — rail-road-ing noun [noncount] ■ the history 
of railroading [=of trains, railroads, the people who work 
on them, etc.] 

railroad crossing noun, pi ~ -ings [count] US : a place 
where a road crosses railroad tracks — called also (Brit) level 
crossing 


rail-way /'reil.wei/ noun, pi -ways [count] chiefly Brit 
: Railroad 

rail-way-man /'rei^weiman/ noun, pi -men [count] Brit : a 
man who works for a railroad company 
rai-ment /'reimant/ noun [noncount] literary : CLOTHING ■ 
gorgeous/glamorous raiment 
1 rain /'rein/ noun, pi rains 

1 : water that falls in drops from clouds in the sky [non- 
count] The weatherman forecasts rain for this afternoon. ■ 
We could hear the sound of (the) rain on the roof. ■ Every¬ 
one went inside when the rain began to fall. ■ He was stand¬ 
ing outside in the pouring rain. [=rain falling in large drops 
and with a lot of force] ■ Take an umbrella with you. It looks 
like rain. [=the sky looks the way it does when there is going 
to be rain] [count] spring/summer rains ■ What the garden 
needs is a good, soaking rain. • A light/heavy rain began to 
fall. ■ There has been some flooding due to the recent heavy 
rains. — see also acid rain 

2 [noncount] : weather in which there is a lot of rain : rainy 
weather ■ We’ve had a week of rain. 

3 rains [plural ]: large amounts of rain that fall at a particu¬ 
lar time of year ■ The rains came and flooded the valley. 

4 [singular] : a large amount of something falling from above 

■ a rain of ash/ashes 

(as) right as rain see 1 right 

rain or shine or come rain, come shine or come rain or 
come shine — used to say that something will happen 
even if it rains ■ The party will be on Tuesday, rain or shine. 
— sometimes used figuratively ■ I’ll always love you, come 
rain or come shine. [=1 will love you no matter what hap¬ 
pens] 

- rain-less adj ■ a rainless week 
2 rain verb rains; rained; rain-ing 

1 [no obj] — used with it to say that rain is falling ■ Take an 
umbrella with you. It’s raining. [=rain is falling from the sky] 

■ The weatherman said it will rain later this afternoon. ■ It 
rained all day. ■ It’s raining (pretty) hard/heavily. I=there is a 
lot of rain falling] ■ It's raining lightly. [=there is a small 
amount of rain falling] 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to fall 
from above in large amounts ■ Ashes rained (down) from the 
volcano. ■ Sparks from the fireworks rained on the field. 

3 [+ obj] : to cause (something) to fall in large amounts ■ The 
volcano rained ashes on the city. ■ The boxers rained blows/ 
punches on each other. [=the boxers hit each other many 
times] 

be rained out (US) or Brit be rained off: to be canceled be¬ 
cause of rain ■ Today’s game way rained out and will be 
played tomorrow instead. 
rain cats and dogs informal : to rain very hard 
rain on someone’s parade US, informal : to spoil some¬ 
one’s pleasure • I don’t mean to rain on your parade , but I 
have some bad news. 

when it rains, it pours (US) or chiefly Brit it never rains 
but it pours itiformol — used to say that when something 
bad happens other bad things usually happen at the same 
time ■ The team not only lost the game but three of its best 
players were injured. When it rains, it pours. 

1 rain-bOW /'rem,bou/ noun, pi -bows [count] : a curved line 
of different colors that sometimes appears in the sky when 
the sun shines through rain 

2 rainbow adj, always used before a noun : of, relating to, or 
including people of different races, cultures, etc. ■ a rainbow 
coalition 

rain check noun, pi ~ checks [count] US 

1 : a ticket given to people so that they can go to another 
event (such as a baseball game) if the one they were watch¬ 
ing or planning to go to is canceled or stopped because of 
rain 

2 : a promise to allow someone to buy or do something in 
the future because it is not possible to buy or do it now ■ The 
store offered rain checks when the sale items had all sold. ■ 
She asked if she could have/take a rain check on the invita¬ 
tion for dinner. [=she said she wasn’t able to come to dinner 
and asked if she could be invited again at a future time] ■ 
“Would you like to go to lunch with me?” “I’m afraid I can’t 
today. Can I take a rain check :?” [=can I go to lunch with you 
another day?] 

rain-COat /'rem,kout/ noun, pi -coats [count] : a coat that 
you wear when it rains in order to stay dry — see color pic¬ 
ture on page C15 

rain date noun, pi ~ dates [count] US : a date for some- 
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thing to happen if it cannot happen on its original date be¬ 
cause of rain • The bike trip is scheduled for May 18th, with 
a rain date of May 25th. 

rain*drop /'rem,dra:p/ noun, pi -drops [count\ : a single 
drop of rain 

rain-fall /'rem,fa:l/ noun, pi -falls : the amount of rain that 
falls on a particular area [count] This area has an average 
annual rainfall of 12 inches. ■ areas with heavy rainfalls 
[noncount] an increase in annual rainfall 
rain forest noun, pi -ests [count, noncount ] : a tropical 
forest that receives a lot of rain and that has very tall trees ■ 
the Amazon rain forest — called also tropical rain forest 
rain-proof /'rem,pru:f/ adj : able to keep rain out : not al¬ 
lowing rain to come through ■ a rainproof jacket • The tent is 
rainproof. 

rain-storm / , rem,stoa i m/ noun, pi -storms [count] : a 
storm that produces rain 

rain-wa-ter /'rem.waita 1 / noun [noncount] : water that falls 
as rain ■ a bucket filled with rainwater 
rain-wear /'ren^wea 1 / noun [noncount] : clothing that you 
wear when it rains in order to stay dry 
rainy /'reini/ adj rain-i-er; -est [also more —; most ~]: hav¬ 
ing a lot of rain ■ It’s been rainy all day today. [=rain has been 
falling all day] • rainy weather 

for a rainy day informal : for a time in the future when 
something will be needed ■ He set a little money aside for a 
rainy day. [=he saved a little money so that he would have 
it if he needed it in the future] ■ I have some money that 
I’m saving/or a rainy day. 

1 raise /'reiz/ verb rais-es; raised; rais-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to lift or move (something or someone) to a higher po¬ 
sition ■ Raise your hand if you know the answer. ■ Raise your 
arms above your head. ■ He raised his head and looked 
around. ■ She raised her eyes from her book and stared at 
him. ■ He raised the cup to his lips and drank. ■ I raised the 
lid and peeked inside. ■ Let’s raise the windows and get some 
fresh air in here. ■ We raised the flag to the top of the pole, 
b : to lift or move (something or someone) to a standing or 
more upright position ■ They raised [=erected, put up] a flag¬ 
pole in the quadrangle. ■ I carefully raised her to a sitting po¬ 
sition. ■ She raised herself onto her knees. — often + up • He 
slowly raised himself up off the floor. ■ The men raised up the 
barn’s walls with pulleys. — opposite lower 

2 a : to increase the amount or level of (something) ■ Our 
landlord is raising the rent. ■ The store is raising its prices. ■ 
The governor wants to raise the minimum wage. ■ He 
matched the bet and then raised it. ■ The college is raising its 
standards for admission. • Exercise raises your body temper¬ 
ature. ■ The ad campaign is intended to raise awareness of 
the importance of a healthy diet. ■ Exposure to secondhand 
smoke raises the risk of lung cancer. • The captain tried to 
raise the spirits of his crew. [=the captain tried to cheer them 
up] b : to increase the quality of (something) ■ She needs to 
raise her game in the play-offs. [=she needs to play better in 
the play-offs] 

3 : to collect (money) from people for a particular cause ■ 
The organization is raising money to help the hurricane vic¬ 
tims. — usually + for ■ The students are raising money for 
their school. 

4 : to form (something, such as an army) by gathering a 
group of people together ■ The rebels were able to raise an 
army quickly. 

5 a : to mention (something) for people to think or talk 
about ■ The issue of money was never raised. ■ I’m sorry that 
I have to raise this subject, but we can’t ignore it any longer, 
b : to cause people to think about or be aware of (some¬ 
thing) ■ The book raises many questions about our biological 
origins. ■ The discovery raises the possibility of a cure for 
the disease. [=the discovery makes it possible that a cure for 
the disease will be found] 

6 : to cause (something) to happen or exist : to produce 
(something) ■ The news raised hopes for peace. ■ The news 
raised fears of war. ■ Her comment raised a few smiles/ 
laughs. ■ He was so tired he could barely raise a smile. [=he 
could barely smile] ■ The laws were passed without raising 
much opposition. ■ A passerby saw the intruders and raised 
[=sounded] the alarm. ■ The audience raised a cheer [=the au¬ 
dience cheered] at the end of the speech. ■ Some people are 
raising a ruckus/fuss/stink [=are complaining or objecting 
very angrily] about the proposed tax. 

7 chiefly US : to take care of and teach (a child) : to bring up 
or rear (a child) ■ We have raised two wonderful girls. ■ They 


have raised their children to be well-mannered. ■ She was 
raised by her grandparents. ■ He was raised (as) a Baptist. = 
He was raised Baptist. ■ My dad was raised on a farm. ■ Some 
kids are raised on (a diet of) junk food. • I was bom and 
raised here. ■ This is a wonderful place to raise a family. 

8 : to keep and take care of (animals or crops) • He raises 
[-breeds] chickens on his farm. ■ They’re raising [^growing] 
com this year. 

9 : to cause (a dead person) to live again : resurrect ■ He 
claimed that he could raise people from the dead. = He 
claimed that he could raise the dead. ■ That noise is loud 
enough to raise the dead. 

10 formal : to stop or remove (something that is preventing 
or blocking an activity) often for only a short period of time 
■ They raised the siege/embargo/blockade. ■ The city has 
temporarily raised [=lifted] its ban on smoking in bars. 

11 : to build (a monument, statue, etc.) : erect ■ The city 
raised a monument in his honor. 

1 2 mathematics : to multiply (a number) by itself a specified 
number of times ■ Raise two to the fourth power. ■ Two 
raised to the fourth power is 16. 

13 : to get (someone) to speak with you on a radio : to con¬ 
tact (someone) by radio ■ We tried to raise him on the radio, 
but we couldn’t get through. 

14 : to bet more than (a previous player in a card game) • I’ll 
match that bet and raise you five. [=I’ll increase your bet by 
5] 

raise a glass see 1 glass 

raise an/your eyebrow, raise eyebrows see eyebrow 
raise Cain US, old-fashioned 1 : to behave wildly and 
make a lot of noise ■ They were always getting drunk and 
raising Cain. 2 : to complain in a loud or angry way * The 
townsfolk raised Cain [=raised hell] about the tax increase. 
raise hell see hell 
raise Its ugly head see 'head 
raise the bar see 'bar 
raise the roof see 'roof 

raise your voice : to speak loudly especially because you 
are angry ■ Don’t you raise your voice at me! ■ The baby is 
sleeping, so try not to raise your voice. • Many people raised 
their voices [=spoke out] in protest. = Many voices were 
raised in protest. 

2 raise noun, pi raises [count] US : an increase in the amount 
of your pay ■ I asked my boss for a raise. [-(Brit) rise] ■ a raise 
in salary = a pay raise 

raised adj : higher than the surrounding area or surface • a 
raised platform ■ a raised flower bed ■ a plaque with raised 
lettering 

raised ranch noun, pi ranches [count] US : a house 
that has two floors with its front entry located between the 
floors 

rai-Sin /‘reizp/ noun, pi -sins [count] : a dried grape used for 
food — see also golden raisin 
rai-son d’etre /,rei,zoun'detr3/ noun, pi rai»sons d’etre 
/.rei.zounz'detra/ [count] formal : the thing that is most im¬ 
portant to someone or something : the reason for which a 
person or organization exists ■ Art is his raison d’etre. 
ra-ja or ra-jah /'raicfea/ noun, pi -jas or -jahs [count] : a 
king or prince in India 

1 rake /'reik/ noun, pi rakes [count] : a tool that has a series of 
metal, wooden, or plastic pieces at the end of a long handle 
and that is used to gather leaves, break apart soil, make 
ground smooth, etc. • a leaf rake — compare 3 rake, “rake 
2 rake verb rakes; raked; rak-ing 

1 : to use a rake to gather leaves, break apart soil, make 
ground smooth, etc. [+ obj] rake (up) leaves ■ I raked the 
gravel smooth. ■ Rake (out) the soil until it’s level. ■ rake the 
lawn [=use a rake to remove leaves, sticks, etc., from the 
lawn] [no obj] We raked all afternoon. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj] : to 
move (your fingers or something similar) through or along 
something ■ He raked his fingers through his hair. ■ The cat 
raked its claws along/down the post. 

3 (+ obj] : to shoot many bullets along (something) • Two 
men raked the car with gunfire. 

4 [no obj] Brit, informal to search through something by us¬ 
ing your hand ■ He raked [=rifled] through the drawers, try¬ 
ing to find the letter. ■ She raked around in her handbag. 
rake in [phrasal verb] informal 1 rake ( something ) in or rake 

in (something) : to earn or receive (a large amount of mon¬ 
ey) ■ The movie raked in over $300 million. 2 rake it in 
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: to earn a lot of money ■ The owners of that restaurant 
must be really raking it in. 

rake over \phrasal verb] rake over (something) chiefly Brit, 
informal : to continue to think or talk about (something 
that happened in the past) • Don’t spend so much time rak¬ 
ing over the past. 

rake (someone) over the coals see coal 
rake up [phrasal verb] rake (something) up or rake up (some¬ 
thing) informal : to talk about (something unpleasant that 
happened in the past) • There’s no need to rake those old 
controversies up again. ■ She didn’t like to rake up [=dredge 
up] bad memories. 

3 rake noun [singular] : an upward or downward slant: slope 

■ the slight/steep rake of the stage ■ the forward rake of the 
barge — compare ‘rake, 4 rake 

4 rake noun, pi rakes [count] old-fashioned : a man who leads 
an immoral life and is mainly interested in pleasure ■ a selfish 
rake — compare ‘rake, 3 rake 
rake—Off /'reik,a:f/ noun, pi -offs [count] chiefly Brit, infor¬ 
mal : a share of a profit that is usually earned illegally ■ The 
bookmaker took a 20 percent rake-off. 
rak-ish /*reikiJV adj [more most ~] 

1 somewhat old-fashioned : having an unusual quality that is 
attractive and stylish ■ a rakish smile • He wore his hat at a 
rakish angle. [=tipped to one side in a way that is attractive] 

2 old-fashioned, of a man : immoral and devoted to pleasure 

■ a rakish [=dissolute] aristocrat 

- rak-ish-ly adv ■ He smiled rakishly. 

1 raMy /'rceli/ noun, pi -lies [count] 

1 : a public meeting to support or oppose someone or some¬ 
thing ■ a political rally ■ Supporters held a rally for the candi¬ 
date. ■ Protesters staged an antiwar rally. • a youth rally [=a 
public meeting for teenagers and young adults] — see also 

PEP RALLY 

2 finance : an increase in price or value after a decrease in 
price or value ■ Stock prices are up after the dollar’s rally 
yesterday. 

3 sports : an occurrence in which a team or player that has 
been behind or playing badly begins to play well ■ The team’s 
late-game rally [=comeback\ helped them win the game. 

4 sports : a continuous series of hits back and forth between 
players in tennis or a similar game ■ She ended the rally with 
a hard overhand shot to the far comer. 

5 : a car race that is usually held on public roads ■ a road ral¬ 
ly • a professional rally driver 

2 rally verb -lies; -lied; -ly-ing 

1 a [no obf] : to meet publicly to support or oppose some¬ 
thing : to come together for a rally ■ His supporters will rally 
tomorrow morning outside the capitol. b [+ obf] : to cause 
(people) to join together to publicly support or oppose some¬ 
thing ■ The group is trying to rally voters for the election. ■ 
The shootings rallied protesters who say the city neglects 
poorer neighborhoods. 

2 [no obi] ' to publicly support or oppose something or 
someone as a group ■ Many people in the community have 
rallied to the mayor’s side. [=have publicly shown support 
for the mayor] ■ Parents rallied for/behind [=publicly showed 
support for] the new dress code guidelines. ■ Students rallied 
against [=publicly showed opposition to] the new dress code 
guidelines.; also : to join together as a group to do something 

■ Concerned people around the country have rallied (togeth¬ 
er) to help raise money for the victims. 

3 [+ obf] : to cause (a group of people) to have new energy 
and enthusiasm in a difficult time or situation • The coach 
rallied his players for the second half of the game. ■ As the 
deadline approached, it was clear that we needed to rally the 
troops. [=to urge everyone to work harder] 

4 [no obf] : to improve suddenly after a period of weakness, 
failure, etc. ■ We were trailing for most of the game, but we 
rallied in the fourth quarter and ended up winning. ■ Stocks 
rallied [increased in price or value] at the close of trading 
today. • The patient briefly rallied [=got healthier] but then 
became much worse and died a few days later. 

rally around or chiefly Brit rally round [phrasal verb] rally 
around/round (someone or something) : to join together to 
support (someone or something) in a difficult time or situ¬ 
ation ■ We rallied around our neighbors when their house 
burned down. ■ When the town library lost its funding, the 
community rallied around it. 

rallying cry noun, pi ~~ cries [count] : a word or phrase 
that is used to make people join together to support an idea, 
cause, etc. ■ the rallying cry of a political movement • “We be¬ 


lieve!” became the rallying cry of the fans, 
rallying point noun, pi ~~ points [count] : someone or 
something that makes people join together to support a per¬ 
son, cause, etc. ■ His promise to improve education has be¬ 
come a rallying point for his supporters. 

1 ram /'rcem/ noun, pi rams [count] 

1 : an adult male sheep — compare ewe, ‘lamb 

2 a : a piece of machinery that is used to hit or lift some¬ 
thing else ■ a hydraulic ram b : baitering ram 

2 ram verb rams; rammed; ram-ming 

1 a : to forcefully hit something [+ obf] His car/boat 
rammed mine. ■ They deliberately rammed my car from be¬ 
hind. [no obf] They rammed [=crashed] into my car from be¬ 
hind. ■ The car slid and rammed against the wall, b [+ obf] 
: to cause (something) to forcefully hit something ■ He delib¬ 
erately rammed his car into mine. ■ She rammed her fist 
against the wall in anger. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obf] : to push 
(something) into a position or place with force ■ She rammed 
the cork into the barrel. ■ He opened the chute and rammed 
the clothes down. — sometimes used figuratively ■ The law 
was rammed [=pushed] through Congress. 

ram (something) down someone’s throat see throat 
ram (something) home : to make (something) very clear 
and obvious in a forceful way • He tried to ram home the 
importance of meeting the deadline. ■ She hoped that the 
pictures and examples would ram her point home. 

RAM /'ram/ noun [noncount] computers : the part of a com¬ 
puter in which information is stored temporarily when a 
program is being used ■ My computer is slow because it 
needs more RAM. — called also random-access memory, 
compare rom 

Ram*a*dan A-aimg.^cr.n, Brit 'r£em3,d£en/ noun, pi -dans 
[count, noncount] : the ninth month of the Islamic year when 
Muslims do not eat or drink anything between sunrise and 
sunset 

1 ram-ble /'rcembal/ verb ram-bles; ram-bled; ram-bling 

[no obf] 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to walk or go 
from one place to another place without a specific goal, pur¬ 
pose, or direction ■ He often rambled [-roamed] around/ 
about the countryside in an old truck. ■ She rambled ^wan¬ 
dered] along the riverbank. — sometimes used figuratively ■ 
The trail rambles [=meanders] through the woods for miles. 

2 : to go from one subject to another without any clear pur¬ 
pose or direction ■ She rambled for several minutes before 
introducing the main speaker. • He’s funny, but he tends to 
ramble. — often + on • The novel’s first chapter rambles on 
for about 100 pages. 

2 ramble noun, pi rambles [count] 

1 chiefly Brit : a long walk for pleasure ■ We went for a ram¬ 
ble along the beach. ■ He encountered many interesting peo¬ 
ple in his rambles in the country. 

2 : a long speech or piece of writing that goes from one sub¬ 
ject to another without any clear purpose or direction • The 
first chapter is a 100-page ramble. • We had to listen to an¬ 
other one of his long rambles about politics and religion. 

ram-bler /'rambl&z noun, pi -biers [count] 

1 chiefly Brit : a person who goes on long walks for pleasure 

2 : a plant that grows up and over fences, walls, etc. ■ These 
roses are ramblers , so they will eventually cover the fence. 

1 ranfl*bling /’rcembalir)/ adj [more —; most —] 

1 of a building : big and having many rooms that are ar¬ 
ranged in an irregular shape ■ a rambling old farmhouse 

2 : not having a specific goal, purpose, or direction ■ a ram¬ 
bling car ride ■ a rambling lecture 

3 of a plant : growing up and over fences, walls, etc., in an ir¬ 
regular way ■ rambling roses 

Gambling noun, pi -blings 

1 [noncount] chiefly Brit : the activity of walking for pleasure 
: hiking ■ She enjoys rambling , swimming, and biking. ■ 
Would you like to go rambling ? 

2 ramblings [plural] : spoken or written words that go from 
one subject to another without any clear purpose or direc¬ 
tion ■ We ignored her drunken ramblings. 

ram*blinC*tiOUS /rcem'bAnk/as/ adj [more most ~] US 
: uncontrolled in a way that is playful or full of energy ■ a 
class full of rambunctious [^boisterous, (Brit) rumbustious] 
children ■ a rambunctious crowd/audience 
ram-e-kin /'rjemskan/ noun, pi -kins [count ]: a small, usu¬ 
ally round bowl that has steep sides and that is used for 
cooking and serving food for one person 
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ra-men /'rcrman/ noun [noncount] : very thin, long noodles 
used in Asian cooking ■ a bowl of ramen 
ram-i-fi-ca-tion Aramafa'keijan/ noun, pi -tions [count] 
formal : something that is the result of an action, decision, 
etc. — usually plural ■ They discussed the possible ramifica¬ 
tions [= consequences ] of the new treaty. ■ The government’s 
actions in this case could have major political ramifications. 

1 ramp /'rsmp/ noun, pi ramps [count] 

1 US : a usually sloping road that connects a road to a high¬ 
way • an exit/entrance ramp — called also (Brit) slip road ; 
see also off-ramp, on-ramp 

2 : a piece of equipment with a slope that is used to join two 
surfaces that are at different levels or heights ■ The loading 
dock has a ramp. ■ a wheelchair ramp [=a ramp for someone 
in a wheelchair to use instead of stairs to enter into a build¬ 
ing] 

2 ramp verb ramps; ramped; ramp-lng 

ramp up [phrasal verb] ramp up or ramp up (something) or 
ramp (something) up : to increase or to cause (something) 
to increase in speed, size, etc. ■ Work started slowly, but 
now we’re ramping up to full speed. ■ The company has 
been ramping up production. ■ The work is going too slow¬ 
ly. We need to ramp It up a bit. 

1 ram-page /'ram,peicfc/ noun, pi -pag-es [count] : an oc¬ 
currence of wild and usually destructive behavior ■ a mur¬ 
derous rampage ■ (chiefly US) Rioters were/went on a ram¬ 
page, looting shops and setting fires. = (chiefly Brit) Rioters 
were/went on the rampage. 

2 rampage verb -pages; -paged; -paging [no obj] : to act 
or move in a wild and usually destructive way ■ Rioters ram¬ 
paged through the streets of the city. ■ rampaging soccer fans 
ram-pant /'rgempant/ adj [more most ~] 

1 usually disapproving — used to describe something that is 
very common or that is spreading very quickly and in a way 
that is difficult to control ■ There is evidence of rampant cor¬ 
ruption in the local government. ■ rampant crime/disease ■ 
Rumors of her engagement were rampant. = Rumors of her 
engagement ran rampant. [=there were many rumors that 
she was engaged to be married] 

2 : growing quickly and in a way that is difficult to control ■ 
a weed that’s rampant in this area 

- ram-pant-ly adv 

ram-part /'ran^paa*/ noun, pi -parts [count] : a tall, thick 
stone or dirt wall that is built around a castle, town, etc., to 
protect it from attacks — usually plural ■ The city’s ramparts 
crumbled long ago. 

ram—raiding noun [noncount] Brit : the crime of driving a 
car or truck into a store window in order to steal the things 
that are in the store 

ram-rod /'ram,ra:d/ noun, pi -rods [count] : a metal bar 
that is used to push explosive material down into the barrel 
of some old-fashioned guns 

straight as a ramrod or ramrod straight : in a very 
straight and stiff way — used especially to describe the 
way someone stands or sits ■ The guard stood straight as a 
ramrod. ■ He sat in the saddle, ramrod straight. 
ram-shack-le /'ramjjsekal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : in a very bad condition and needing to be repaired • a 
ramshackle [=dilapidated] old house ■ a ramshackle ^run¬ 
down] neighborhood 

2 : not carefully made or put together ■ The movie’s ram¬ 
shackle plot is confusing and not believable. 

ran past tense of 1 run 

1 ranch /'rantf, Brit 'rciintf/ noun, pi ranch-es [count] 

1 : a large farm especially in the U.S. where animals (such as 
cattle, horses, and sheep) are raised — see also dude 
ranch 

2 chiefly US : a farm for a special crop or kind of animal ■ an 
almond ranch ■ a cattle/mink ranch 

3 US : ranch house 2 — see also raised ranch 
2 ranch verb ranches; ranched; ranch-ing 

1 : to live or work on a ranch [no obj] My grandfather start¬ 
ed ranching here 150 years ago. [+ obj] The family has 
ranched 10,000 acres here for the past 150 years. 

2 [+ obj] chiefly US : to raise (an animal) on a ranch ■ The 
family has been ranching cattle here for 150 years. 

ranch dressing noun, pi ~ -ings [count, noncount] US : a 
creamy salad dressing 

ranch-er /'rantfas Brit 'raintfay noun, pi -ers [count] : a per¬ 
son who lives or works on a ranch ■ a cattle rancher 
ranch house noun, pi houses [count] 

1 : the main house on a ranch 


2 US l a house that has a single story and a roof that is not 
very steep 

ranching noun [noncount] : the activity of raising animals 
on a ranch ■ cattle ranching ■ The land is highly suitable for 
ranching. 

ran-Cid /'ransad/ adj [more most ~] 

1 of food : having a strong and unpleasant smell or taste 
from no longer being fresh ■ rancid butter ■ Some foods be¬ 
come/go/turn rancid quickly. 

2 chiefly US : full of anger and bitterness ■ The argument 
turned rancid. 

ran-COr (US) or Brit ran-cour /'raoka'/nown [noncount] for¬ 
mal : an angry feeling of hatred or dislike for someone who 
has treated you unfairly • She answered her accusers calmly 
and without rancor. ■ In the end, the debate created a degree 
of rancor among the committee members. 

- ran-cor-ous (US) or Brit ran-cour-ous /'rarjkaras/ adj 
[more most ~] ■ a rancorous debate 

rand /'rand/ noun, pi rand [count] : the basic unit of money 
in the Republic of South Africa 

R&B abbr rhythm and blues ■ an R & B band = a band that 
plays R&B 

R & D abbr research and development ■ She works for a com¬ 
puter firm doing R & D. m She works in the R & D depart¬ 
ment. 

ran-dom /'randam/ adj [more most —] : chosen, done, 
etc., without a particular plan or pattern ■ a random se¬ 
quence of letters ■ A random sample/sampling/selection of 
doctors from around the country were selected for the 
study. • We tasted the wines in random order and then rated 
each. ■ a random collection of buttons ■ random drug testing 
• She collects random photographs that she finds in antique 
shops. ■ Pick a random word on the page. • The computer 
program generates a list of random numbers. 
at random : in a way that does not follow a particular plan 
or pattern ■ Our names were chosen/selected/picked at 
random from the list. • People drifted in and out of the gal¬ 
lery at random all evening. 

— ran-dom-ly adv ■ The ropes had been cut randomly to dif¬ 
ferent lengths. ■ We were each asked to randomly pick a 
word on the page. — ran*dom*ness noun [ noncount ] 

random—access memory noun [noncount ]: ram 
ran-dom-ize also Brit ran-dom-ise /'randa,maiz/ verb 
-iz-es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] technical : to arrange or choose 
(something) in a random way or order : to make (something) 
random ■ The numbers have been randomized. ■ a random¬ 
ized selection/sequence ■ A randomized study of patients 
treated with the drug showed it to be effective. 

R & R abbr rest and recreation; rest and recuperation; rest 
and relaxation ■ We rented a cottage in the country to get a 
little R &R. 

randy /'randi/ adj rand-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 
chiefly Brit, informal : sexually excited • a randy [-horny] 
bachelor ■ She was feeling a little randy. 
rang part tense of ’ring 
1 range /'remcfe/ noun, pi rang-es 

1 [count] : a group or collection of different things or people 
that are usually similar in some way — usually singular; usu¬ 
ally + of ■ We’ll be covering a range of topics in this class. ■ 
The rugi are available in a range of colors. ■ The new com¬ 
puter system should solve a whole range of problems. 

2 [count] : a series of numbers that includes the highest and 
lowest possible amounts — usually singular ■ What’s the sal¬ 
ary range for the job? [=what are the highest and lowest sala¬ 
ries that people are paid for the job?] ■ The car is out of our 
price range. [=it is too expensive] ■ Bicycles come in every 
price range. ■ The game is designed for children in the 7 to 13 
age range. ■ His blood pressure is in the normal range. ■ Tick¬ 
ets cost in the $200 range. [=tickets cost approximately $200] 

3 [count] : the total amount of ability, knowledge, experi¬ 
ence, etc., that a person has — usually singular ■ an actor 
with an impressive range [=an impressive ability to act many 
roles] ■ The technical vocabulary is a little outside my range 
(of expertise). 

4 [count] : all of the notes that a particular person can sing 
or that a particular musical instrument can make — usually 
singular ■ The song is out of my vocal range. ■ The singer’s 
range has gotten broader over the years. 

5 a : a specified distance [noncount] The photograph was 
taken at close/short range. [=taken from a close distance] ■ 
You can see the whole playing field at long range. [=from far 
away] [count] Both photographs were shot at close ranges. 
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b : the distance over which someone or something can see, 
hear, or reach someone or something else [inoncount ] We 
were within the siren’s range. = We were within range of the 
siren. [=we could hear the siren] • I can’t get the radio station 
west of the mountains because I’m out of range there. ■ She 
told the children not to wander out of range of her voice/vi- 
sion. ■ The troops were within range of the enemy’s artillery. 
[count] a missile with a 400-mile range = a missile with a 
range of 400 miles ■ The antenna gives the radio a range of 
about 20 miles. C [count] : the distance that an airplane or 
other vehicle can travel before it needs more fuel ■ The air¬ 
plane has a 1,200-mile range. - The airplane has a range of 
1,200 miles. 

6 [count] : a series of mountains or hills in a line ■ the north¬ 
ern and southern mountain ranges — sometimes used in the 
names of mountain ranges ■ the Cascade Range 

7 US : open land that farm animals (such as cows and sheep) 
use for grazing and roaming : rangeland [noncount] the 
areas of open range in Wyoming [count] The book identifies 
plants that grow on the western ranges. 

8 [noncount] : the ability to move around ■ He wears loose 
clothing to give his arms and legs free range of motion. 

9 [count] : the area in which an animal or plant naturally 
lives • The grizzly bear’s range is largely limited to the north¬ 
western parts of North America. 

10 [count] a : a place where people can practice shooting 
guns ■ a firing/shooting/rifle range b : a place where weap¬ 
ons are tested ■ a missile range c : a place where people can 
practice hitting golf balls : driving range 

11 [count] US : a large piece of kitchen equipment that con¬ 
sists of an oven and a stove ■ a gas/electric range [ =(Brit ) 
cooker] — see picture at kitchen 

12 [count] chiefly Brit : a group of related products that are 
sold by one company • The company has a wide product 
range. ■ a full range [=line] of electrical supplies 

2 range verb ranges; ranged; rang-ing 

1 [no obj] : to include everything between specified limits ■ 
The selection of food ranged from mild to very spicy. • The 
game is designed for children whose ages range between 7 
and 13. = The game is designed for children ranging in age 
from 7 to 13. ■ The rugs range in size/price/color. [=there is a 
variety of rugs in different sizes/prices/colors] ■ Items on the 
menu range from American fare like hamburgers and hot 
dogs to Italian pasta dishes. 

2 [no obj] : to live or grow in a particular area ■ Grizzly bears 
range over a much smaller area than they once did. ■ The 
plant once ranged across the island. 

3 [no obj] : to move around an area • The tribe ranged 
[=roamed] far and wide in search of good land. ■ The farmers 
let the horses range [=rove] freely. — often used figuratively ■ 
The essay ranges widely over a variety of topics. 

4 [+ obj] formal : to arrange (people or things) in a particular 
place or area ■ The children ranged themselves around the 
teacher’s chair to listen to the story. — usually used as (be) 
ranged ■ Chairs were ranged along the edge of the garden. ■ 
Soldiers were ranged along the palace walls. 

5 [+ obj] formal : to join with other people who support or 
oppose someone or something ■ They have ranged them¬ 
selves in opposition to the proposed new law. — often used 
as (be) ranged ■ Several groups are ranged against the pro¬ 
posed new law. [=several groups have joined together to 
fight/oppose the proposed new law] 

range*land /'reinc&lsend/ noun, pi -lands [count, non¬ 
count] US : open land that farm animals (such as cows and 
sheep) use for grazing and roaming 
rang*er /'reiniba'/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 a : a person in charge of managing and protecting part of 
a public forest ■ She’s now a ranger at a national forest in 
Montana. — called also forest ranger b : a person in charge 
of managing and protecting part of a national park ■ We 
were fortunate enough to get a tour from a ranger when we 
visited Yellowstone National Park. — called also park ranger 

2 : a soldier in the U.S. Army who has special training espe¬ 
cially in fighting at close range 

3 Ranger Brit : a girl between the ages of 14 and 19 who is a 
member of the Girl Guides organization — called also Rang¬ 
er Guide 


rangy /'reinifei/ adj rang*i-er; -est [also more most ~~] 

1 of a person : tall and thin ■ a rangy teenager 

2 of an animal : having a long body and long legs • rangy cat¬ 
tle 

3 of a plant : tall and having few leaves ■ a rangy shrub ■ the 
plant’s rangy stems 


1 rank /'rcegk/ noun, pi ranks 

1 a : a position in a society, organization, group, etc. [non¬ 
count] people of high rank and profession ■ She’s not con¬ 
cerned about rank or wealth. ■ Unlike in chess, all the game 
pieces in checkers are of equal rank, [-value] [count] offi¬ 
cers with the rank of captain ■ He rose to the rank of partner 
in the law firm. • He longed to join the upper social ranks. ■ 
military ranks such as private, corporal, and sergeant ■ He 
moved up/rose through the ranks to become vice president 
of the company. • a photographer in the front rank [=an ex¬ 
cellent photographer] ■ a writer of the first rank [=an excel¬ 
lent writer] b [noncount] : a high position in a society, orga¬ 
nization, group, etc. — usually used after of ■ Expensive cars 
are sometimes seen as a badge of rank. • The guest lecturer is 
a novelist of rank [=of high regard; of esteem] who has won 
many prestigious awards. 

2 ranks [plural] a : the people or things that belong to a 
particular organization or group ■ A company spokesperson 
announced that the company will be decreasing its ranks by 
200. [=laying off 200 employees] ■ The organization's ranks 
have doubled in the past two years. ■ The restaurant has 
made it to the city’s front ranks. [=the restaurant is one of the 
best in the city] — often + of • More older adults are choos¬ 
ing to join the ranks of college students. ■ the growing/swell¬ 
ing ranks of vegetarians b : the people in the army, navy, 
air force, etc., who are not officers ■ The flu swept through 
the ranks , infecting almost every soldier. • Several men were 
selected from the ranks. 

3 [count] : a row of people or things ■ The troops stood in 
ranks. ■ Twelve soldiers stood in the front rank. — compare 
5 file 

4 [count] Brit : taxi stand 

break ranks also break rank 1 : to step out of a line ■ The 
soldier was disciplined for breaking ranks. 2 : to no long¬ 
er agree with or support a person or group — often + with 
■ The senator decided to break ranks with others in his par¬ 
ty and support the proposal. ■ One scientist has broken 
ranks with her colleagues and questioned the research. 
close ranks : to join together to support or protect some¬ 
one or something that is in trouble ■ The police officers 
closed ranks when their captain was being investigated for 
misconduct. • The family closed ranks to protect one of 
their own. 

pull rank : to use your high position in a society, organiza¬ 
tion, group, etc., to order someone to do something or to 
get special treatment or privileges ■ He’s their boss, but he 
doesn’t like to pull rank (on them) if he can avoid it. 

2 rank verb, not used in progressive tenses ranks; ranked; 
ranking 

1 a [+ obj] : to place (someone or something) in a particular 
position among a group of people or things that are being 
judged according to quality, ability, size, etc. ■ A magazine 
recently ranked the school as one of the best in the country. 
— often used as (be) ranked ■ The museum is ranked among 
the best in the U.S. ■ The young gymnast is ranked fifth in the 
world. — see also outrank b [no obj] : to have a particu¬ 
lar position in a group of people or things that are being 
judged according to quality, ability, size, etc. ■ The city cur¬ 
rently ranks as the world’s largest. ■ Our professor ranks 
with/among the best in her field. [=is one of the best in her 
field] ■ This kind of mistake ranks right up there with [=is as 
bad as] forgetting your mother’s birthday. • Students who 
rank in the top third of their class have a better chance of be¬ 
ing accepted to the college of their choice. 

2 [+ obj] : to arrange (people or things) in a line or row — 
usually used as (be) ranked ■ The books were neatly ranked in 
rows. 


3 rank adj 

1 [more most ~] : having a strong, unpleasant smell ■ the 
rank [-foul] smell of the alley ■ a rank odor 

2 a [more most —]: very bad and obvious ■ His rank [-fla¬ 
grant] dishonesty makes it impossible to trust him. ■ rank 
[=gjaring] hypocrisy b always used before a noun : complete 
or total ■ You can’t expect a rank beginner like her to know 
all the rules of the game. 

3 of plants : growing too quickly and over too much land ■ 
rank weeds 


rank and file noun 

the rank and file 1 : the people in the army, navy, air 
force, etc., who are not officers 2 : the members of a 
group or organization who are not leaders • The rank and 
file is/are unhappy with the chairman’s decision. ■ the rank 
and file of the union 
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— rank—and—file adj, always used before a noun ■ rank-and- 
file members 

1 rank'ing /'raeijkig/ adj, always used before a noun, chiefly US 
: having a high position or the highest position in a group or 
organization ■ a ranking news analyst ■ Who is the ranking of¬ 
ficer here? ■ the country’s ranking law school — see also 
HIGH-RANKING, LOW-RANKING, TOP-RANKING 

2 ranking noun, pi -ings 

1 rank-logs [plural] : a list of people or things that are or¬ 
dered according to their quality, ability, size, etc. ■ She is cur¬ 
rently fifth in the world gymnastics rankings. [=she is ranked 
as the fifth best gymnast in the world] ■ He is number two in 
the class rankings. 

2 [count] : the position of a person or thing in the rankings ■ 
The new coach led the team to a No. 1 ranking. 

rarvkle /'raerjkal/ verb ran-kles; ran-kled; ran-kling : to 
cause (someone) to feel angry or irritated especially for a 
long time [+ obj] The joke about her family rankled her. [no 
obj ] The fact that he never repaid the money still rankles 
(with her) years later. 

ran-sack /'raen.saek/ verb -sacks; -sacked; -sack-lng [+ 

obj] : to search (a place) for something in a way that causes 
disorder or damage ■ Robbers ransacked the apartment look¬ 
ing for money. ■ The room had been ransacked. 

1 ran-som /'rasnsam/ noun, pi -soms : money that is paid in 
order to free someone who has been captured or kidnapped 
[count] The kidnappers demanded a ransom of one million 
dollars, [noncount] The family is willing to pay ransom for 
his release. ■ The ransom note explained the terms under 
which she would be released. ■ ransom money/payment ■ 
(«chiefly US) A group of men is holding the ship’s crew for 
ransom. = (Brit) A group of men is holding the ship’s crew to 
ransom. — sometimes used figuratively • (Brit) The boy used 
his bad temper to hold his mother to ransom , forcing her to 
buy him sweets. — see also king’s ransom 
2 ransom verb -soms; -somed; -som-ing [+ obj] : to pay 
money in order to free (a person who has been captured or 
kidnapped) - He was held captive for a week before he was 
ransomed and returned to his family, 
rant /'rant/ verb rants; rant-ed; rant-ing : to talk loudly 
and in a way that shows anger : to complain in a way that is 
unreasonable [no obj] “You can rant and rave all you want,” 
she said, “but it’s not going to change things.” — often + 
about ■ He always rants about the evils of the film industry. 

— often + on ■ She ranted on for hours about the smoking 
ban. [+ obj] He ranted that they were out to get him. 

— rant noun, pi rants [count] • We had to listen to his rant 
about the evils of the film industry. 

rant«ings /'raentigz/ noun [plural] : loud and angry com¬ 
ments that continue for a long time • the rantings of a crazy 
person 

1 rap /'raep/ noun, pi raps 

1 [count] : a quick hit or knock ■ I was startled by a sharp rap 
on/against/at the window/door. ■ He gave me a rap on the 
knee. 

2 [count] US, informal : a statement by police or the govern¬ 
ment saying that someone has committed a crime — usually 
singular ■ She faces a murder rap [=charge] for the death of 
her boyfriend. — see also beat the rap (below) 

3 the rap informal : the blame or punishment for something 
■ He took the rap for his brother in order to protect him. 

4 [count] US, informal : a complaint against someone or 
something : something that someone or something is criti¬ 
cized for — usually singular ■ The main rap against him is 
that he isn’t totally honest about what he knows. 

a rap on/over/across the knuckles informal : criticism or 
punishment that is given in a gentle way for something 
that you did wrong ■ I received a rap on the knuckles for 
missing the meeting. 

beat the rap US, informal : to avoid being sent to jail for a 
crime • He was arrested for assault, but he beat the rap. 
bum rap informal 1 US: an unfair claim that someone has 
committed a crime or done something wrong ■ The defen¬ 
dant was sent to jail on a bum rap. 2 chiefly US : a criti¬ 
cism or bad opinion that is not deserved or fair ■ The teen¬ 
agers say they’ve all gotten a bum rap because one person 
damaged some property. ■ She thinks motorboats get a 
bum rap from environmentalists. ■ He was given a bum rap 
by reviewers. 

— compare 3 rap 

2 rap verb raps; rapped; rap-ping 

1 : to quickly hit or knock (something) several or many 


times [+ obj] The teacher rapped the desk with her knuckles. 

■ The boy teased the dog by rapping a stick on the fence, [no 
obj] Someone was rapping on the door. 

2 [+ obj] chiefly Brit : to say (something) quickly and force¬ 
fully — usually + out ■ The officer rapped out [-barked out] a 
command. 

3 [+ obj] : to criticize (someone or something) publicly ■ The 
report raps the organization for failing to develop a plan. 
rap someone on/over/across the knuckles or rap some¬ 
one’s knuckles : to criticize or punish someone in a gen¬ 
tle way for doing something wrong ■ The boss rapped me 
over/on the knuckles for missing the meeting. 

- compare 4 rap 
3 rap noun, pi raps 

1 [noncount] : a type of music that has words that are spoken 
with the rhythm instead of being sung ■ He listens mostly to 
rap. — often used before another noun • a rap album/artist/ 
group/song ■ rap music 

2 [count] : a rap song • He performed a rap. 

- compare 1 rap 

4 rap verb raps; rapped; rapping [no obj] 

1 : to perform rap music or a rap song ■ The band has been 
rapping at local clubs. ■ He raps in the band. 

2 informal : to talk in a free and informal way ■ I enjoyed 
rapping with him about sports. 

- compare 2 rap 

ra-pa-cious /ra'peifas/ adj [more most ~] formal : al¬ 
ways wanting more money, possessions, etc. : wanting more 
than is needed or deserved ■ a rapacious thief • a rapacious 
[=greedy] businessman 

- ra-pa-cious-ly adv - ra-pa-cious-ness noun [non¬ 
count] — ra-pac-i-ty /ra'paesati/ noun [noncount] 

1 rape /'reip/ verb rapes; raped; rap-ing [+ obj] : to force 
(someone) to have sex with you by using violence or the 
threat of violence ■ He is accused of raping the girl. ■ She was 
raped by a fellow student. 

2 rape noun, pi rapes 

1 : the crime of forcing someone to have sex with you by us¬ 
ing violence or the threat of violence [noncount] He has 
been charged with (committing) rape, [count] There has 
been a decrease in the number of reported rapes. ■ a rape tri¬ 
al [=the trial of someone who has been accused of rape] ■ 
rape victims — see also date rape, gang rape, statuto¬ 
ry rape 

2 [noncount] literary : the act of ruining or destroying some¬ 
thing — usually + of ■ the rape of the land ■ the rape of 
privacy 

- compare 3 rape 

3 rape noun [noncount] : a plant that is grown as food for farm 
animals and as a source of oil ■ rape oil — called also ( chiefly 
Brit ) oilseed rape, rapeseed — compare 2 rape 
rape-seed /'reiPiSiid/ noun, pi -seeds 

1 [noncount] : 3 rape 

2 [count] : the seed of the rape plant 
rap»id /'raspad/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : happening in a short amount of time : happening quickly 

■ a rapid [=quick] change in temperature ■ There’s been rapid 
growth in the number of new businesses in the town. ■ Scien¬ 
tists are concerned about the rapid disappearance of the is¬ 
land’s coral reefs. 

2 : having a fast rate ■ a rapid heartbeat ■ rapid breathing 

3 : moving quickly ■ She carefully guided the boat through 
the rapid water. 

- ra-pid-i-ty /ra'pidati/ noun [noncount] • Doctors were 
amazed by the rapidity [=speed] of his recovery. — rap-id- 
ly adv • the rapidly [=quickly] changing temperature ■ He 
was breathing rapidly. ■ Her heart beat rapidly. 

rapid eye movement sleep noun [noncount] : rem 

SLEEP 

rap-id—fire Arapad'faja*/ acjj, always used before a noun 

1 : coming quickly one after another ■ The comedian's 
rapid-fire jokes kept the audience laughing. • rapid-fire 
changes 

2 of a weapon : able to quickly shoot bullets one after anoth¬ 
er ■ a rapid-fire rifle 

rap* ids /’rsepadz/ noun [plural] : a part of a river where the 
water flows very fast usually over rocks 
shoot the rapids see ‘shoot 

rapid transit noun [noncount] chiefly US : the system that is 
used in cities for quickly bringing people to and from places 
on trains, buses, etc. • We’ll use rapid transit to get from the 
airport to the hotel. 
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1 ra.pi-er /'rL-ipij.r/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a straight sword 
that has a narrow blade with sharp edges 
2 rapier adj, always used before a noun : extremely sharp ■ his 
rapier wit 

rap-ist /'reipist/ noun, pi -ists [count] : a person who rapes 
someone : a person who commits rape ■ a convicted rapist 
rap-pel /ra'pel/ verb -pels; -pelled; -peMIng [no obj ] US 
: to move down a steep cliff, rock, etc., by pushing your feet 
against its surface and sliding down a rope ■ They rappelled 
[=(chiefly Brit ) abseiled] down the rock’s face. 
rap*per /'raepay noun, pi -pers [count] : a person who per¬ 
forms rap music or speaks the words of a rap song 
rap-port /rze'po^/ noun, formal : a friendly relationship 
[singular] He quickly developed a good rapport with the oth¬ 
er teachers, [noncount] She works hard to build rapport with 
her patients. ■ There is a lack of rapport between the mem¬ 
bers of the group. 

rap-por-teur / l rse l po9 p ta/ noun, pi -teurs [count] : a per¬ 
son whose job is to do research and present official reports 
on a particular subject - He was selected to be the UN’s rap¬ 
porteur on nuclear energy. 

rap-proche-ment /.r^proufmaint, Brit rse'prD/mDD/ 
noun, formal : the development of friendlier relations be¬ 
tween countries or groups of people who have been enemies 
[singular] Officials hope that these talks will lead to a rap¬ 
prochement with the rebels, [noncount] The possibility of 
rapprochement between the two countries seems unlikely, 
rap session noun, pi ~ -sions [count] US, informal : a 
meeting at which a group of people talk informally about a 
particular subject ■ a rap session for teenagers about/on 
drunk driving 

rap Sheet noun, pi ~ sheets [count] US, informal : a list 
kept by the police of all the times a person has been arrested 
■ He has a long rap sheet. [=he has been arrested many times] 

— called also (Brit) charge sheet 

rapt /'rapt/ adj, literary + formal : showing complete interest 
in something ■ The students listened with rapt attention. ■ 
rapt audiences ■ The children sat rapt as the puppets danced. 

— rapt-ly adv ■ The students listened raptly. 
rap-tor /'raspta/ noun, pi -tors [count] technical 

1 : a bird (such as an eagle or hawk) that kills and eats other 
animals for food : bird of prey 

2 ; a small or medium-sized dinosaur that ate other animals 
rap-ture /'rseptfay noun, pi -tu res literary + formal : a state 

or feeling of great happiness, pleasure, or love [noncount] 
We listened with rapture as the orchestra played. ■ a smile of 
rapture ■ He listened to the wind in the trees, his eyes closed 
in rapture, [count] — usually plural ■ This dessert will send 
people who like chocolate into raptures. [=this dessert will be 
loved by people who like chocolate) ■ Critics went into rap¬ 
tures over her performance. 

rap-tlir-OUS /'rseptfaras/ adj : showing extreme pleasure, 
love, or enthusiasm for someone or something ■ The novel 
has received rapturous [=ecstatic ] reviews. ■ rapturous ap¬ 
plause ■ a rapturous description of the landscape 

— rap-tur-ous-ly adv 

1 rare /'reay adj rar-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : not common or usual : not often done, seen, or happen¬ 
ing ■ She has the rare [-uncommon] ability to make people 
feel comfortable even in difficult situations. ■ These colors 
are rare [= infrequent ] among birds of North America. ■ a rare 
disease ■ It is still rare [-unusual] for a woman to hold an ex¬ 
ecutive position in some industries. ■ He had the rare oppor¬ 
tunity of meeting the President. * Only in rare instances is 
surgery necessary to treat the condition. ■ He eats meat only 
on rare occasions. 

2 : having only a few of its kind in existence ■ a collection of 
rare books ■ a list of rare and endangered species ■ a rare 
[= scarce ] gem 

3 technical, of air : not having much oxygen : rarefied ■ 
It’s difficult to breathe in the rare air at these heights. 

— compare 2 rare 

— rare-ness noun [noncount] ■ The gem’s rareness [=rarity, 
scarcity] makes it very expensive. 

2 rare adj, of meat : cooked for only a short time so that the in¬ 
side is still red ■ rare roast beef ■ I like my steak rare. 

— compare medium, well-done — compare ’rare 

— rare adv ■ “How would you like your steak cooked/ 
done?” “Rare, please.” 

rare bird noun, pi ~ birds [count] : an unusual or uncom¬ 
mon person or thing ■ The little diner is a rare bird in a city 
full of expensive restaurants. 


rare-bit /'rea-bat/ noun, pi -bits [count, noncount] : welsh 

RAREBIT 

rar-e-f ied /'rer3,faid/ adj [more most ~] 

1 often disapproving : understood by only a small group of 
people : only for people who know about a particular thing ■ 
She has never been comfortable in the rarefied [= esoteric ] 
world of art dealers. 

2 technical, of air : not having much oxygen because of be¬ 
ing high up in the atmosphere ■ It’s difficult to breathe in the 
rargfied air near the mountain’s peak. 

rare-ly /'reatf/ adv [more most ~] : not very often ■ She 
rarely talks about her past. ■ These machines only need to be 
fixed very rarely. = These machines rarely need to be fixed. ■ 
The temperature rarely [ =seldom ] drops below freezing here. 
■ Rarely do we see this kind of weather in our area. ■ Only 
rarely is surgery necessary to treat this condition. 
rarely ever see ever 
rarely If ever see ever 

rar-ing /'reran/ adj, informal : ready and excited to start to 
do something : very eager ■ The kids are raring to get to 
work on the tree house. ■ She’s been raring to go since dawn, 
rar-i-ty /'rerati/ noun.pl -ties 

1 [count] : a person or thing that is not common or usual : a 
person or thing that is not seen or does not happen often ■ In 
most sports, athletes over the age of 50 are rarities. ■ Snow is 
a rarity in this part of the world. 

2 [count] : something that is valuable because there are few 
of its kind ■ He is selling most of his collection, keeping only 
the real rarities. 

3 [noncount] : the quality of being rare ■ The rarity of the dis¬ 
ease makes it difficult to diagnose. 

ras-cal /'raeskal, Brit 'rarskal/ noun, pi -cals [count] 

1 informal + humorous : a person and especially a young per¬ 
son who causes trouble or does things that annoy people ■ 
Which one of you rascals woke me up? 

2 old-fashioned : a cruel or dishonest man ■ a lying rascal 

— ras-cal-ly adj, old-fashioned • rascally kids ■ a rascally 
man 

1 rash /'reel/ noun, pi rash-es 

1 : a group of red spots on the skin that is caused by an ill¬ 
ness or a reaction to something [count] The baby has a skin 
rash. ■ The doctor said she developed the rash because of the 
medicine. ■ an itchy rash ■ I break out in a rash if I eat shell¬ 
fish. [noncount] Symptoms of the disease include rash and 
fever. — see also diaper rash, heat rash 

2 [singular] : a series of usually unpleasant things or events 
that happen in a short period of time ■ There has been a rash 
of robberies in the city this summer. ■ a rash of fires 

2 rash a<V 

1 : done or made quickly and without thought about what 
will happen as a result ■ He later regretted having made such 
a rash [=hasty] promise. ■ Their rash actions resulted in a seri¬ 
ous accident that could have killed someone. ■ a rash state¬ 
ment ■ Please don’t do anything rash. [=foolish] 

2 not used before a noun : doing something quickly and with¬ 
out thinking carefully about what will happen as a result ■ 
Don’t be rash about this decision. Take your time. ■ It was 
rash of you to make that promise. 

— rash-ly adv ■ He had promised rashly to take care of the 
farm for her. - rash-ness noun [noncount] 

rash-er /'rae/a/ noun, pi -ers [count] chiefly Brit : a thin 
piece of bacon or ham ■ We were served eggs, a few rashers 
(of bacon), and coffee. 

1 rasp /'raesp, Brit 'ra:sp/ verb rasps; rasped; rasp-ing 

1 1+ obj] : to speak in a way that sounds rough or harsh ■ “Let 
go of my arm,” she rasped. 

2 [no obj] : to make a rough, harsh sound ■ The metal boxes 
rasped as they were dragged across the floor. 

3 [+ obj] : to rub (something) with a rough object or sub¬ 
stance ■ I used a rock to rasp (away) the rough parts of the 
stick. 

— rasping adj ■ a rasping [-rough, harsh] voice 
2 rasp noun, pi rasps 

1 [count] : a metal tool that has sharp points and that is used 
to make rough surfaces smooth 

2 [singular] : a rough, harsh sound — often + of m He heard 
the rasp of metal boxes being dragged across the floor. 

rasp-ber-ry /'raez.beri, Brit 'ra.zbrilnoun, pi -ries [count] 

1 ; a soft, red berry that is sweet and juicy ■ ice cream with 
raspberries ■ raspberry jam — see color picture on page C5 

2 informal : a rude sound made by pushing your tongue out¬ 
side your lips and blowing air out of your mouth ■ One of the 
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children made/blew a raspberry at him. — called also ( US ) 
Bronx cheer 

raspy /'raespi, Brit 'ra:spi/ ajj rasp-i-er; -est [also more ~; 
most ~] : having a rough, harsh sound ■ Her voice was raspy 
from yelling so much. 

Ras-ta /'raista, Brit 'raesta/ noun, pi -tas [count] informal 

: RASTAFARIAN 

Ras*ta*far*i*an Araista'farijan, Brit ,raest3 a ferfon/ noun, pi 
-ans [count] : a member of a religious movement among 
black Jamaicans which teaches that black people will even¬ 
tually return to Africa and which worships Haile Selassie, the 
former Emperor of Ethiopia <* Rastafarians usually wear 
dreadlocks and do not eat meat. 

— Ras-ta-far-i-an-ism Araista'farija^izam, Brit ,raesta- 
■fer^mzam/ noun [noncount] 

rat /'raet/ noun, pi rats [count] 

1 : a small animal that has a pointed nose and a long, thin 
tail ■ a dirty old building infested by rats and mice ■ a lab/lab¬ 
oratory rat[= a rat that is used by scientists for experiments] ■ 
He came in from the rain looking like a drowned rat [=look- 
ing very wet and miserable] — see picture at rodent 

2 informal a : a person who is not loyal or who cannot be 
trusted ■ I can’t believe that rat turned us in to the police! b 
: a person who is bad or cruel ■ No one understands why 
she’s with a rat like him. 

3 US, informal : a person who spends a lot of time in a spec¬ 
ified place ■ a mall rat * Every night he goes to work out with 
the other gym rats. 

smell a rat informal : to think or suspect that something is 
wrong about a situation ■ She smelled a rat when her hus¬ 
band came home with lipstick on his collar. 

- see also pack rat, rugrat 

rat verb rats; rat-ted; rat-ting informal : to tell someone in 
authority (such as the police) about something wrong that 
someone has done : to betray someone [no obj] The teacher 
knows what we did, which means that somebody ratted. — 
often + on ■ I am trying to find out who ratted on me. [+ obj] 
(US) — + out ■ Someone ratted him out to the police. ■ They 
accused him of ratting out his own brother, 
rat—arsed /'raet^aast/ adj, not used before a noun, Brit slang 
: very drunk 

rat—a—tat /'raeta.taet/ or rat—a—tat—tat /,raet3,taet'taet/ noun 
[singular] : a quick series of knocking, tapping, or cracking 
sounds ■ the rat-a-tat of gunfire 
ra-ta-tou-ille /,rae,tae'twi:/ noun [noncount] : a thick stew 
that is made of vegetables (such as eggplant, tomatoes, and 
squash) and sometimes meat 

ratch-et /'raelfat/ noun, pi -ets [count] : a device made up of 
a wheel or bar with many teeth along its edge in between 
which a piece fits so that the wheel or bar can move only in 
one direction 

ratchet verb -ets; -et-ed; -et-ing [+ obj]: to increase or de¬ 
crease (something) especially by a series of small steps or 
amounts — usually + up or down • Banks are ratcheting up 
interest rates. ■ A little salt will ratchet up the flavor. ■ The 
company ratcheted down costs by using cheaper materials. 
rate /'reit/ noun, pi rates [count] 

1 : the speed at which something happens over a particular 
period of time ■ The cold weather meant a slower growing 
rate for many crops. ■ At the rate we’re moving, it will be 
morning before we arrive. ■ People work at different rates. • 
Gun violence is increasing at an alarming rate. ■ Snow was 
falling at a rate of three inches per hour. • There has been a 
fall in the rate of inflation. 

2 : the number of times something happens or is done dur¬ 
ing a particular period of time ■ There is a high success rate 
for this surgery. [=this surgery is often/usually successful] ■ 
Economists are concerned about the city’s rising unemploy¬ 
ment rate. [=the increasing number of people who are unem¬ 
ployed] ■ Crime rates have declined in recent years. ■ The 
nurse will check your heart/pulse rate. [=the number of 
times your heart beats in a minute] — see also birthrate, 

DEATH RATE 

3 : an amount that is paid : a price or amount to be paid that 
is set according to a scale or standard ■ The hotel’s rates start 
at $65/night. [=the least expensive rooms at the hotel cost 
$65 for one night’s stay and other rooms cost more than $65] 
■ What’s the interest rate on the loan? ■ tax rates ■ Regular ad¬ 
mission to the theater is $12, the student rate is $8, and the 
rate for senior citizens is $6. — see also exchange rate, 

PRIME RATE 

at any rate — used to indicate that something is true or cer¬ 


tain regardless of what else has happened or been said ■ 
This restaurant has the best food—or at any rate , the best 
pasta dishes — in the city. u At any rate [=in any case], cook¬ 
ing with fresh ingredients makes everything taste better. ■ 
It is possible that she was nervous. At any rate , her singing 
was still good. 

at a rate of knots Brit, informal : very fast or quickly ■ We 
were bowling along the motorway at a rate of knots, 
at this/that rate : if things continue to happen in the same 
way they have been happening ■ At this rate, the town’s 
farmland will be gone within 20 years. 
going rate : the average or usual price that is charged for 
something ■ What’s the going rate for a new computer? ■ 
You can hire a babysitter for a going rate of $ 10/hour. 

2 rate verb rates; rat-ed; rat-ing 

1 a [+ obj]: to make a judgment about the quality, ability, or 
value of (someone or something) ■ On a scale of 1 to 5, I’d 
rate the book at/a 4. ■ Judges rated each song according to a 
number of criteria. — often used as (be) rated ■ The school is 
rated above average. ■ the highest rated [= ranking ] radio 
show — see also overrate, underrate b [no obj] : to be 
judged as having a particular level of quality, ability, or val¬ 
ue ■ The car rates as one of the best on the market. [=the car 
is one of the best on the market] ■ The movie rates among the 
worst ever. ■ The shoes rate high as far as comfort goes, but 
they’re not very stylish. 

2 [+ obj] : to consider something or someone to be (some¬ 
thing) ■ The boat is just large enough to be rated a ship. ■ 
Based on recent polls, the policy should be rated a failure. 

3 [+ obj] : to officially state that a movie, video game, etc., is 
appropriate for a specific audience — usually used as (be) 
rated ■ The movie is rated G for general audiences. 

4 1+ obj ] : to state the normal power or limit of (a machine, 
engine, etc.) — usually used as (be) rated ■ The submarine is 
rated to withstand tons of pressure. — usually + at ■ The en¬ 
gine is rated at 500 horsepower. ■ an outlet rated at 15 amps 

5 [+ obj] : to deserve (something) because of being impor¬ 
tant, good, etc. ■ The new museum rates a visit. [=the new 
museum is worth visiting] ■ I don’t understand why the cere¬ 
mony didn’t even rate [=merif] a mention in the newspaper. 
[=1 don’t understand why the ceremony wasn’t mentioned in 
the newspaper] 

6 [no obj] US, informal : to be liked by someone and get spe¬ 
cial treatment or privileges — usually + with • He really rates 
with the boss. [=the boss really likes him] 

7 (+ obj] Brit, informal : to think of (someone or something) 
as being good or of a high quality : like • I don’t rate their 
chances (of winning). ■ They didn’t rate him as a player. 

rate of exchange noun, pi rates of exchange [count] 

l EXCHANGE RATE 
rath-er /'raeQas Brit 'raids/ adv 

1 : to some degree or extent ■ Yesterday was a rather [-fairly] 
hot day. ■ That sounded rather [=quite a bit] like thunder. ■ a 
rather [-quite] common flower ■ It’s getting rather [=pretty] 
late. We’d better get to bed. ■ The movie is a comedy, but 
rather a dull one. ■ a rather [=somewhat] serious condition ■ I 
think the children watch rather too much television. ■ It rath¬ 
er annoyed me that he was late picking me up. — often used 
to make a statement less forceful ■ He has been spending 
rather a lot of money lately. ■ She rather likes chocolate. ■ To 
tell you the truth, I rather think you are wrong. ■ You’re driv¬ 
ing rather fast, don’t you think? 

2 a — used to introduce a statement that indicates what is 
true after you have said what is not true ■ I don’t like 
chocolate— rather , I love chocolate. ■ What matters is not 
how often you call, but rather what you say. ■ It wasn’t red 
but rather a shade of bright orange, b — used to introduce 
a statement that corrects what you have just said ■ We can 
take the car, or rather, the van. ■ My father, or rather, my 
stepfather, will be visiting soon. 

3 Brit, old-fashioned — used to express agreement ■ “Wasn’t 
the show fantastic?” “ Rather] ” 

rather than 1 : in place of (something or someone) : in¬ 
stead of (something or someone) ■ He writes at a table rath¬ 
er than a desk. ■ Why do one thing rather than another? ■ 
Rather than using dried herbs, he picked fresh ones from 
the garden. : and not ■ She reacted by laughing rather than 
by getting upset. ■ He was happy rather than sad. 2 — 
used to say what is not chosen or done because something 
else is chosen or done instead ■ Rather than continue the 
argument, she walked away. • I chose to sing rather than 
play an instrument. 

would rather — used to indicate what you want or prefer to 
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do, have, etc. ■ She would rather drive than take the train. ■ 
I would rather you didn’t tell them. [=1 would prefer it if 
you didn’t tell them] ■ W ed rather go somewhere warm. 
[=we’d prefer to go somewhere warm] ■ “If you'd rather, we 
can go outside.” “No, thanks— Yd rather not.” • Which 
beach would you rather [=would you like to] go to? 
rat-i*fy /'rseta.faj/ verb -ties; -fied; -fy-ing [+ obj ]: to make 
(a treaty, agreement, etc.) official by signing it or voting for 
it • A number of countries have refused to ratify the treaty. 

— rat-i-fi*ca-tion Arsetsfa'keijan/ noun [noncount] ■ ratifi¬ 
cation of the treaty 

rating noun, pi -ings 

1 [count] : a measurement of how good, difficult, efficient, 
etc., something or someone is ■ The President’s approval rat¬ 
ing is lower than it was a month ago. [=fewer people approve 
of the President this month] ■ The school has an above- 
average academic rating. ■ The article compares the fuel- 
economy ratings of various cars. — see also credit rating 

2 the ratings : numbers that show how many people watch 
or listen to a particular television or radio program ■ “How is 
the show doing in the ratings ?” “It’s down in the ratings [=few 
people are watching it], I think it’ll be canceled.” 

3 [count] : a symbol that is officially given to a movie, video 
game, etc., to tell people what audience it is appropriate for ■ 
Both movies received G ratings. [=both movies are rated G; 
both movies are appropriate for people of all ages] 

4 [count] : a statement about the normal power or limit of a 
machine, engine, etc. ■ a 15 amp rating ■ The car has a horse¬ 
power rating of 500. 

5 [count] Brit : someone in the navy who is not an officer 
ra«tip /'rei/i,oo/ noun, pi -tios [count] : the relationship that 

exists between the size, number, or amount of two things 
and that is often represented by two numbers ■ The college 
has a 12:1 ratio between students and teachers. = The col¬ 
lege’s student-to-teacher ratio is 12 to 1. [=for every 12 stu¬ 
dents, there is one teacher] ■ What is the length-to-width ra¬ 
tio ? — often + of' The ratio of students to teachers is 12 to 1. 
■ Women outnumbered men by a ratio of three to two. [=for 
every three women, there were two men] ■ The office has a 
high ratio of males to females. [=there are many more males 
that work at the office than females] — see also aspect ra¬ 
tio 

1 ra-tion /'ra/an/ noun, pi -tions 

1 a [count] : a particular amount of food that is given to one 
person or animal for one day ■ The soldiers were given their 
rations for the day. ■ The horse was fed its ration of oats. ■ 
The prisoners were kept on short rations. [=were given very 
little to eat each day] b rations [plural] : food or supplies ■ 
The campers were getting low on rations. [=had used most of 
their food] 

2 [count] : a particular amount of something (such as gaso¬ 
line or food) that the government allows you to have when 
there is not enough of it ■ a gas ration • weekly sugar and but¬ 
ter rations 

2 ration verb -tions; -tioned; -tion-ing [+ obj] : to control 
the amount of (something, such as gasoline or food) that 
people are allowed to have especially when there is not 
enough of it ■ During the war, the government rationed gaso¬ 
line. — often used as (be) rationed • Gasoline was rationed 
during the war. 

— rationing noun [noncount] • The drought has forced the 
government to institute water rationing. 

ra-tio*nal /'rsejanl/ adj 

1 : based on facts or reason and not on emotions or feelings ■ 
a rational decision/choice ■ I’m sure there is a rational [sen¬ 
sible, reasonable] explanation for his decision. 

2 : having the ability to reason or think about things clearly ■ 
No rational [sane] person would behave like that. ■ Humans 
are rational beings, [-are able to use reason when thinking 
about something] — opposite irrational 

— ra-tio-nal-i-ty /.ras/a'naslati/ noun [noncount] formal • 
The rationality of that statement is questionable. — ra-tio- 
naMy adv ■ Think about the problem rationally. ■ She 
stayed calm and acted rationally, [sensibly] 

ra-tio-nale Arasja'nasl/ noun, pi -nales [count] somewhat 
formal : the reason or explanation for something — usually 
singular • That was a strange decision. What was their ratio¬ 
nale ? — often + for, behind , or of' What was her rationale for 
leaving school? • He explained the rationale behind his early 
retirement. ■ I don’t understand the rationale o/his decision. 
ra-tio*nal*ism /'rcejsna.lizarn/ noun [noncount]philosophy 
: the belief that reason and experience and not emotions or 


religious beliefs should be the basis for your actions, opin¬ 
ions, etc. 

- ra*tional*ist /'rasjanalist/ noun, pi -ists [count] 

- rationalist or ra-tio-nal-is-tic /.rasjsna'hstik/ adj, al¬ 
ways used before a noun ■ a rationalist philosophy/thinker 

ra-tional-ize also Brit ra*tio*nal*ise /'raejsna.laiz/ verb 
-iz-es; -ized; -iz-ing 

1 : to think about or describe something (such as bad behav¬ 
ior) in a way that explains it and makes it seem proper, more 
attractive, etc. [+ obj] She tried to rationalize her grandson’s 
strange behavior by blaming it on the boy’s father. ■ He 
couldn’t rationalize buying such an expensive car. [no obj] 
She knows she shouldn’t have done it—she’s just trying to 
rationalize. 

2 [+ obj] chiefly Brit : to find ways to make (something, such 
as an industry, a company, etc.) waste less time, effort, and 
money ■ Management is thinking of ways to rationalize our 
system of production. 

- ra-tio-nal-i-za-tion also Brit ra-tio-nal-i-sa-tion 

Arze/anala'zei/an, Brit .rasjana^ai'zeijon/ noun, pi -tions 
[count, noncount] ■ Listening to his rationalizations ^excus¬ 
es] makes me angry, 
rat race noun 

the rat race : the unpleasant life of people who have jobs 
that require them to work very hard in order to compete 
with others for money, power, status, etc. ■ She is quitting 
the rat race to spend time with her family. ■ He wants to get 
out of the rat race. 

rat run noun, pi ~ runs [count] Brit, informal : a small street 
that connects larger roads and that drivers use to get more 
quickly to the place they are going 
rats /'rasts/ interj, informal — used to express disappoint¬ 
ment or annoyance ■ Ratsl I lost again. ■ Ratsl I left my pock- 
etbook in the car. 

rat-tan /ras'tasn/ noun [noncount] : a plant with very long, 
strong stems that are woven together to make baskets, furni¬ 
ture, etc. ■ baskets made of rattan — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ a rattan [=wicker] chair 
1 rat-tie I'rxxM verb rat-ties; rat-tied; rat-tling 

1 a [no obj] : to hit against something repeatedly and make a 
quick series of short, loud sounds ■ The window rattled as the 
truck drove by. ■ The coins rattled in the box. b [+ obj : to 
cause (something) to move or shake and make a series of 
noises : to cause (something) to rattle • She rattled the jar 
with the coins in it. = She rattled the coins in the jar. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
make quick, short, loud sounds while moving • The old 
truck rattled down the street. • The train rattled by. 

3 [+ obj] : to upset or disturb (someone) ■ The question rat¬ 
tled [=unnerved] the speaker. — often used as (be) rattled ■ I 
was rattled by his questions. ■ He’s an experienced performer 
who is not easily rattled. 

rattle around [phrasal verb] rattle around or rattle around 
(something) informal : to live or spend time in a place that 
is very big ■ Her husband died last year, and now she’s just 
rattling around in that huge house by herself. ■ rattle 
around the house ■ We rattled around Europe last summer. 

— sometimes used figuratively ■ An old song has been rat¬ 
tling around in my head all day. 

rattle off [phrasal verb] rattle (something) off or rattle off 
(something) informal : to say (something) quickly or easily 
from memory ■ The teacher rattled off the answers. ■ She 
rattled off the names of all 50 states. 
rattle on [phrasal verb] informal : to talk for a long time 
about things that are not interesting or important — often 
+ about ■ Grandpa would rattle on [=go on] about his child¬ 
hood for hours. ■ She rattled on and on about the party. 
[=she talked for a long time about the party] 
rattle someone’s cage see cage 

rattle through [phrasal verb] rattle through (something) Brit 
: to do (something) quickly ■ We rattled through the 
meeting. 

- see also saber-ratixing 
2 rattle noun, pi rattles [count] 

1 : a series of short, loud sounds — usually singular ■ We 
heard a rattle from inside the box. • the rattle of machine 
guns 

2 : a baby’s toy that makes a series of short sounds when it is 
shaken 

3 : the group of hard, loose pieces (called scales) that cover 
the end of a rattlesnake’s tail 
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rat-tier /'raetja 1 / noun, pi rat-tiers [count] informal : rat¬ 
tlesnake 

rat-tle-snake /'raetj.sneik/ noun, pi -snakes [count] : a 
poisonous American snake with a group of hard, loose piec¬ 
es (called scales) at the end of its tail that it shakes to make a 
noise 

rat-tie-trap /'raet|,tr£ep/ noun, pi -traps [count] US, infor¬ 
mal : something (such as a car) that is old, noisy, and not in 
good condition ■ Are you still driving that old rattletrap ? — 
often used before another noun ■ a rattletrap car/bus 
rattling /'raetlir)/ adv, Brit, informal + old-fashioned : very or 
extremely ■ a rattling good story 
rat-ty /'raeti/ adj rat-ti-er; -est informal 

1 US : in very bad condition ■ a ratty [= shabby ] old sweater ■ 
ratty [=unfcempt] hair ■ Those shoes are getting pretty ratty. 

2 Brit : easily angered or annoyed ■ She gets ratty [-{chiefly 
US) cranky ] if she doesn’t get enough sleep. 

raU-COUS /'rcukas/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : loud and unpleasant to listen to ■ raucous shouts/laughter 

2 : behaving in a very rough and noisy way ■ a raucous 
crowd 

— rau-cous-ly adv - rau-cous-ness noun [noncount] 
raunch /'raintf/ noun [noncount] informal + sometimes dis¬ 
approving : something that deals with or relates to sex in usu¬ 
ally a shocking or offensive way ■ a movie full of raunch 

raun-Chy /'raintfi/ adj raun-chi-er; -est [also more 
most ~] informal 

1 : dealing with or suggesting sex in a way that is somewhat 
shocking ■ a raunchy [-dirty] magazine/movie/joke 

2 US, disapproving : very dirty, smelly, etc. ■ raunchy old 
sneakers ■ a raunchy smell 

— raun-chi-ness /'raintfinas/ noun [noncount] 
rav-age /'ravicfe/ verb rav-ag-es; rav-aged; rav-ag-ing 

[+ obj] formal : to damage or harm (something) very badly ■ 
The enemy ravaged [=plundered] the village. — often used as 
(be) ravaged ■ The village was ravaged [=devastated] by the 
plague. ■ The forest was ravaged by fire. ■ the ravaged people/ 
city/land 

rav-ages /'rzevicfeaz/ noun [plural] literary : destruction or 
damage — usually + of m the ravages of war/disease — some¬ 
times used figuratively ■ Her face showed the ravages of 
time. [=her face looked old, wrinkled, etc.] 

’rave /'reiv/ verb raves; raved; rav-ing 

1 : to talk or write about someone or something in an excit¬ 
ed or enthusiastic way [no obj] — usually + about or over ■ 
Critics raved about the new play. ■ Customers rave over the 
restaurant’s pizza. [+ obj] “It’s his best performance yet,” 
raved one movie critic. 

2 [no obj] : to talk loudly in an angry or wild way ■ The guy 
on the comer was raving like a madman. ■ The coach ranted 
and raved at the referee. 

2 rave noun, pi raves [count] 

1 : a statement of enthusiastic praise or approval ■ Her re¬ 
view of the movie was a rave. — often plural in U.S. English ■ 
The movie got raves from the critics. [=the critics praised the 
movie very enthusiastically] — often used in the phrase rave 
review • The movie got rave reviews from the critics. [=was 
highly praised by the critics] ■ My kids give my cooking rave 
reviews. 

2 : a large party that lasts all night in which people dance to 
electronic dance music 

rav-el /'rzeval/ verb -els; US -eled or chiefly Brit -elled; US 
-el-ing or chiefly Brit -el-ling [no obj] formal + literary : to 
become divided into separate threads : unravel ■ The fab¬ 
ric will ravel. 

— raveled (US) or chiefly Brit ravelled adj ■ a ravelled edge ■ 
a raveled sleeve 

Va-ven /'reivan/ noun, pi -vens [count] : a bird that has 
shiny black feathers and looks like a crow but is larger 
2 raven adj, always used before a noun, literary : shiny and 
black • raven hair 

rav-en-ing /'raevamg/ adj, always used before a noun, liter¬ 
ary : hungry and eager to kill ■ ravening wolves — often used 
figuratively ■ the ravening paparazzi 
rav-en-OUS /'raevanas / adj [more most —]: very hungry ■ 

By the time dinner was ready, we were ravenous. - a ravenous 
wolf ■ After hiking all day, I had a ravenous appetite. [=1 was 
extremely hungry] — sometimes used figuratively ■ She was 
ravenous for public attention. 

— rav-en-ous-ly adv ■ I felt ravenously hungry. ■ The birds 
were feeding ravenously after their long flight. 


rav-er /'reiva 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : someone who goes to a rave 

2 Brit: someone who goes to many parties 

ra-vine /ra'vi:n/ noun, pi -vines [count] : a small, deep, nar¬ 
row valley 

1 raving adj, always used before a noun, informal 

1 : talking or acting in a crazy way ■ a raving lunatic 

2 : very great — used to make a description more forceful ■ 
She’s cute, but she’s no raving beauty. ■ a raving success 

2 raving adv, informal : completely or fully ■ That guy is 
(stark) raving mad. [=that guy is completely insane] 
rav-ings /'reivirjz/ noun [plural] : statements that have no 
meaning or that sound crazy ■ Don’t listen to her ravings. ■ 
the ravings of a madman 

rav-i-O-li Araevi'ouli/ noun, pi ravioli also rav-i-o-lis 

[count, noncount] : pasta that is shaped like a square and is 
filled with meat, cheese, or vegetables ■ a plate of ravioli ■ 
These ravioli are delicious. — see picture at pasta 
rav-ish /'raevij/ verb -ish-es; -ished; -ish-ing [+ obj] liter¬ 
ary 

1 : to fill (someone) with pleasure, joy, or happiness — usu¬ 
ally used as (be) ravished ■ She was ravished by the country’s 
beauty. ■ He was ravished by her charm. 

2 : to force (a woman) to have sex with you by using vio¬ 
lence or the threat of violence : rape 

rav-ish-ing /'raevijir)/ adj ■ very beautiful ■ She looked rav¬ 
ishing. [=stunning] ■ She is a ravishing beauty. • a ravishing 
view of the ocean 

— rav-ish-ing-ly adv ■ She is ravishingly beautiful. 

1 raw /'ra:/ adj raw-er; raw-est 

TT not cooked ■ raw meat/vegetables ■ You can eat carrots 
raw. = You can eat raw carrots. 

2 a : in a natural state : not treated or prepared ■ raw silk/ 
steel ■ raw sewage ■ Fold the raw [= unfinished] edge of the 
fabric under. — see also raw material b : not yet orga¬ 
nized or changed in any way ■ He entered the raw data into a 
spreadsheet. 

3 : very sore : damaged and painful from harsh conditions, 
rubbing, etc. • hands raw from windbum ■ The shoes rubbed 
my heels raw. ■ His throat was raw from the cold air. — 
sometimes used figuratively ■ The article touched/struck/hit 
a raw nerve. [=the article hurt or upset the people who read 
it] 

4 : powerful and not controlled ■ I was impressed by the raw 
energy of his performance. ■ The town was destroyed by the 
raw power of the tornado. ■ raw emotion/anger 

5 : having no experience or training ■ raw [=green] recruits/ 
soldiers ■ The team has a lot of raw talent. [=the team has a 
lot of talented but inexperienced players] 

6 : wet and cold ■ a raw winter day 

7 US : rude or offensive ■ raw language 

— raw-ness noun [noncount] 

2 raw noun 

in the raw 1 : in a natural or unfinished state ■ The sculp¬ 
ture is still in the raw. ■ a firsthand look at poverty in the 
raw 2 : not wearing clothes : naked ■ He sleeps in the 
raw. [=in the nude] 

raw bar noun, pi ~~ bars [count] US : an area in a restaurant 
where uncooked shellfish is served 


raw-boned /'ra:,bound/ adj [more —; most —] US : thin 
with bones that show under the skin ■ He was tall and raw- 
boned. 

raw deal noun, pi ~~ deals [count] : an unfair way of treat¬ 
ing someone — usually singular ■ We’re getting a raw deal 
[=are being treated unfairly] with the new tax laws, 
raw-hide /'ra:,haid/ noun [noncount] : the skin of a cow be¬ 
fore it has been prepared or made into leather 
raw material noun, pi ^ -als [count, noncount] : the basic 
material that can be used to make or create something ■ 
Wheat and rye are the raw materials for a flour mill. ■ His ex¬ 
periences during the war were the raw material for the story. 
1 ray /'rei/ noun, pi rays [count] 

1 a : one of the lines of light that you can see coming from 
an object ■ A ray of sunlight shone on her face. ■ We were 
blinded by the sun’s rays. ■ Rays of light reflected off the mir¬ 
ror. In informal English, if you catch some rays, catch a 
few rays, soak up a few rays, etc., you sit or lie in the sun. ■ 
I’m going to the beach to catch some rays. [=to sunbathe] b 
technical: a thin beam of energy (such as heat or light) that 
moves in the form of waves ■ harmful ultraviolet rays — see 

also CATHODE-RAY TUBE, DEATH RAY, GAMMA RAY, X-RAY 

2 : a very small amount of something ■ I saw a tiny ray of rec- 
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ognition in his eyes. ■ We’re finally starting to see a ray of 
hope [=a reason to start being hopeful] ■ The announcement 
is/brings a ray of hope to all of us who have been fighting this 
disease. 

ray of sunshine : someone or something that makes a per¬ 
son happier or a place more cheerful ■ Their baby girl was 
their own little ray of sunshine. ■ He was a ray of sunshine to 
his patients. 

— compare 2 ray 

2 ray noun, pi rays [count] : a fish with a flat body and a long, 
narrow tail — see color picture on page C8; see also sting¬ 
ray — compare ’ray 

ray*on /'rei,a:n/ noun [noncount] : a smooth fiber that is 
used in making clothing ■ The shirt is made of rayon. ■ a ray¬ 
on shirt 

raze /'reiz/ verb raz*es; razed; raz-ing [+ obf] ; to destroy 
(something, such as a building) completely ; demolish — 
often used as (be) razed ■ The old factory was razed to make 
room for a parking lot. 

ra*ZOr /'reiza 1 / noun , pi -zors [count] : a tool or device with a 
sharp edge that is used to shave or cut hair from the face, 
body, or head ■ an electric razor ■ a disposable/safety razor 

— see picture at grooming 

razor’s edge or razor edge — used in various phrases to re¬ 
fer to a dangerous position or a position in which two dif¬ 
ferent things are carefully balanced ■ He’s a thrill-seeker 
who likes living on the razor’s edge. ■ The country’s future 
is balanced on a razor’s edge. ■ He walks a/the razor edge 
[=walks ajthe fine line] between humor and bad taste in his 
comedy. 

razor blade noun, pi ~ blades [count] : a small, thin, sharp 
piece of metal that is used in a razor — see picture at 
GROOMING 

razor-sharp at# [more most ~] 

1 : very sharp ■ Sharks have razor-sharp teeth. 

2 : showing a lot of intelligence or the ability to think quick¬ 
ly " She was razor-sharp in the debate. ■ He has a razor-sharp 
wit/mind. 

razor—thlfl adj, always used before a noun, chiefly US : very 
small or thin ■ razor-thin models ■ He won by a razor-thin 
margin. ■ It was a razor-thin victory. [=a victory that was won 
by a very small margin or amount] 
razor wire noun [noncount] : strong wire that has many 
sharp metal pieces on it and is put around an area to keep 
people out or in 

razz /'rasz/ verb razz-es; razzed; razz.ing [+ obf] US, infor¬ 
mal : to make playful or unkind comments about (someone) 
: tease ■ We raxed the other team’s pitcher. ■ Quit razzing 
me! 

raz-zle—daz*zle /.raszal'dsezal/ noun [noncount] 

1 : noisy and exciting activity meant to attract attention ■ 
The kids enjoyed the raxle-daxle of the circus. 

2 American football : an action, movement, etc., that is done 
to confuse an opponent ■ The team used a little razzle-dazzle 
to score the winning touchdown. 

— razzle-dazzle adj, always used before a noun ■ a razzle- 
daxle dance routine ■ some razzle-dazzle piano work 

razz*ma*tazz Araezma'tasz/ also chiefly Brit razz»a*ma- 
tazz Araezama'tasz/ noun [noncount] : noisy and exciting ac¬ 
tivity meant to attract attention ■ show-business razzmatax 
RBI /.aa’bi'ai/ noun, pi RBIs or RBI [count] baseball : a run 
that is scored as a result of a specific batter’s hit, walk, etc. -0* 
RBI is an abbreviation of “run batted in.” ■ A runner scored 
from third base on his long fly out, so he’ll get (credited 
with) an RBI on that play. ■ He leads the league in RBIs. 

RC abbr Roman Catholic 

Rd or Rd. abbr road ■ 14 Wisteria Rd. 

RD abbr, US rural delivery The U.S. Postal Service chooses 
official routes for the delivery of mail in rural areas, where 
houses are fairly far apart. ■ John Smith lives on RD 2. [=on 
the rural mail-delivery route numbered 2 in his town] ■ John 
Smith, RD 2, Box 237 

-rd — used in writing after the number 3 for the word third • 
my 3rd [= third] try ■ I placed 43 rd in the class. 

RDA abbr, US recommended daily allowance; recommended 
dietary allowance • 50 percent of the U.S. RDA of iron 
1 re /'rei/ noun [noncount] music : the second note of a musical 
scale ■ do, re, mi, fa, sol, la, ti 

2 re /'rei, 'ri:/ prep, formal : on the subject of : regarding or 
concerning — used in business and legal writing and e-mail 
before a word or phrase that states the subject you will be 


discussing ■ re your letter of last month ■ Re: Changes in pro¬ 
cedure 

RE abbr, Brit religious education ■ He teaches RE at the local 
school, 
re- /ri/ prefix 

1 : again ■ refill [=fill again] ■ redo [=do over; do again] 

2 : back to an original place, condition, etc. ■ recall [=call 
something back] 

1 reach /'rirtf/ verb reach-es; reached; reach-ing 

1 a : to be able to touch, pick up, or grab (something) by 
moving or stretching [+ obf] She couldn’t reach the apple. 
She was too short. ■ He couldn’t reach the apple, even with a 
stick. ■ Can you reach me that pencil? = Can you reach that 
pencil for me? [=can you pick up that pencil and give it to 
me?] [no obf] It’s no good. I can’t reach. [=1 can’t touch what 
I’m trying to touch] b : to move or stretch (your hand, arm, 
etc.) when you are trying to touch or grab something [+ obf] 

— + out, into, up, etc. • I reached my hand out (to her). = I 
reached out my hand (to her). ■ She reached her hand into her 
purse to get her wallet, [no obf] She can’t reach that far. — 
usually + out, into, up, etc. ■ I reached up to pull the cord. ■ 
She reached into her purse. ■ He was reaching out to grab the 
railing when he fell. 

2 [+ obf *. to arrive at (a place that you have been traveling 
to) ■ We reached California after driving for two days. ■ The 
rescue team reached the stranded hikers this morning. [=the 
rescue team arrived this morning at the place where the hik¬ 
ers were stranded] — often used figuratively ■ He reached 
[=got to] the play-offs but was eliminated in the first round. 

3 — used to say that something is big or long enough to 
touch a certain place or point [+ obf] Their land reaches the 
river. ■ The phone cord doesn’t reach the table. = The phone 
cord isn’t long enough to reach the table. ■ When she is sit¬ 
ting, her feet don’t reach the ground. [=her feet don’t touch 
the ground because her legs are short] [no obf] Skirts must 
reach (down) below the knees. ■ Their land reaches to the riv¬ 
er. ■ The phone cord doesn’t reach. 

4 (+ obf] a : to grow, develop, or increase to (a particular 
amount, size, etc.) ■ You are an adult when you reach [-be¬ 
come] 18. ■ The lottery is expected to reach $50 million. ■ The 
temperature could reach 100°F this afternoon. ■ These plants 
can reach (up to) 6 feet tall. ■ The winds could reach 60 mph. 
b : to come to (a particular situation or condition) ■ The sit¬ 
uation has reached [-gotten to, arrived at] a critical point. ■ 
We’ve reached a crisis in the negotiations. C : to succeed in 
achieving (something) after making an effort over a period 
of time • The school has reached their goal of raising $10,000. 
• They are still trying to reach an agreement. • Have you 
reached a decision ? ■ Has the jury reached a verdict ? 

5 not used in the progressive tenses [+ obf] a : to be seen or 
heard by (someone) ■ Your letter reached me yesterday. [=1 
received your letter yesterday] ■ The news just reached us. 
[=we just heard the news] ■ The news won’t reach his parents 
until tomorrow. ■ She left a message for her boss, but it 
didn’t reach him. b : to call or write to (someone) : to com¬ 
municate with (someone) ■ I tried to reach [= contact ] you by 
phone. ■ You can reach me by e-mail. 

6 [+ obf] : to get the attention or interest of (someone) ■ The 
company is using TV commercials to reach a bigger audi¬ 
ence. ■ Her music reaches young people. 

7 [+ obf informal : to make (someone) understand or accept 
something ■ I don’t think I’m reaching my son. 

reach for [phrasal verb] 1 reach for (someone or some¬ 
thing) : to move your hand in order to get or touch (some¬ 
one or something) ■ She reached for the salt and pepper. ■ 
He reached into his pocket for a dime. ■ She reached inside 
the bag for a pen. ■ The frog jumped as she reached for it. 
2 reach for (something) : to try hard to achieve or succeed 
at (something) ■ Success won’t come to you, you have to 
reach for it. — see also reach for the moon at ‘moon, reach 
for the stars at ‘star 

reach out [phrasal verb] 1 : to make an effort to do some¬ 
thing for other people ■ The church is reaching out to help 
the poor. 2 reach out to (someone) a : to offer help or 
support to (someone) ■ The students are reaching out to the 
homeless. ■ a community reaching out to refugees b : to 
try to get the attention and interest of (someone) ■ He’s 
reaching out to young voters. 

— reach-able /'rktfabal/ adj ■ The island is only reachable 
by boat. ■ a reachable goal ■ She is always reachable by cell 
phone. ■ Some children are just not reachable. [=some chil¬ 
dren refuse to accept what their parents, teachers, etc., tell 
them] 
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2 reach noun, pi reaches 

1 : the distance that you can stretch your arm to touch, pick 
up, or grab something [singular] The toy was within/in her 
reach. [=she was able to touch/reach the toy] ■ Keep chemi¬ 
cals out of the reach of [=awayfrom] children. ■ The ball was 
just out of her reach. [=she was not quite able to touch or 
grab the ball] • The ball was beyond her reach. [=the ball was 
too far away for her to grab] ■ The boxer has a long reach. 
[=can reach a long way; has long arms] [noncount] He kept a 
dictionary within reach, [-nearby] ■ The child tried to grab 
anything in reach, [^anything that was close enough to 
touch] ■ The ball was just out of reach. 

2 : the ability or power of someone or something to do, 
achieve, or control something [singular] Victory was within 
their reach. [=they were close to victory] ■ Buying a new car 
is beyond our reach right now. [=we do not have enough 
money to buy a new car right now] ■ His illness was beyond 
the reach of medicine. [=medicine could not cure his illness] 
[noncount] Victory was within reach. ■ Their goal is out of 
reach. 

3 reaches [plural] a : the parts of an area that are a long 
way from the center ■ The country’s farthest reaches had not 
been explored. — often + of ■ the outer reaches of the uni¬ 
verse ■ the further reaches of the valley ■ the northern reaches 
of the country — sometimes used figuratively ■ Scientists are 
still discovering the far reaches of the human mind, b : lev¬ 
els of an organization ■ the upper/higher/lower reaches of the 
business C : a straight part of a stream or river ■ the upper/ 
lower reaches of the river 

within (easy) reach of : close to (something) ■ Our house is 
within easy reach of the highway. 
redact /ri'aekt/ verb -acts; -act*ed; -acting [no obj] 

1 : to behave or change in a particular way when something 
happens, is said, etc. • When I told her what happened, she 
reacted with anger. ■ I didn’t expect him to react that way. ■ 
The firefighters reacted quickly when they heard the alarm. 
— often + to ■ She reacted to the news by getting angry. ■ 
Most people reacted positively to the smoking ban. — see 
also OVERREACT 

2 of a chemical substance : to change after coming into con¬ 
tact with another substance — often + with ■ The chemicals 
react with each other to form a gas. — often + together ■ 
Ozone is formed in the atmosphere when sunlight and hy¬ 
drocarbons react together. 

3 medical : to be affected by a drug, food, etc., in usually a 
bad way ■ He reacted badly to the drug. 

react against [phrasal verb] react against (someone or 
something) : to do things that are opposed to (something 
or someone that you disagree with) ■ He belonged to a 
group of artists who reacted against convention by doing 
things in a completely new way. 
re*aotant /ri'aektant/ noun, pi -tants [count] chemistry : a 
substance that changes when it is combined with another 
substance in a chemical reaction 
re-aotion /ri'aekjan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : the way someone acts or feels in response to something 
that happens, is said, etc. [count] Their reaction to the news 
was positive. ■ When I told him what happened, his immedi¬ 
ate reaction was one of shock. ■ The announcement pro¬ 
duced an angry/stunned reaction from most of the people at 
the meeting. • My first reaction when 1 met him was not to 
trust him. ■ There has been a mixed reaction [^people have 
reacted in different ways] to the new policy, [noncount] 
There hasn’t yet b#en much reaction to the announcement. ■ 
The newspaper received many angry letters in reaction to 
[=in response to] the editorial. 

2 : an action or attitude that shows disagreement with or dis¬ 
approval of someone or something [count] — usually singu¬ 
lar; often + against ■ The modernist movement in literature 
was a reaction against traditional literary conventions, [non¬ 
count] There has been strong reaction against the govern¬ 
ment’s policies. 

3 reactions [plural] : the ability to act and move quickly in 
order to avoid sudden danger ■ A good driver has quick reac¬ 
tions. ■ The speed of his reactions saved his life. 

4 medical : an occurrence in which your body is affected by 
a drug, food, etc., in usually a bad way [count] 1 had/suf¬ 
fered a (bad) reaction to the medicine. ■ Something she ate 
caused/triggered an allergic reaction, [noncount] There is a 
risk of adverse reaction to the medicine. 

5 a chemistry : a chemical change that occurs when two or 
more substances combine to form a new substance [count] 
The reaction of hydrogen with oxygen makes water. ■ chem¬ 


ical reactions [noncount] a substance produced by chemical 
reaction b [count, noncount] physics : a process in which the 
nucleus of an atom is changed by being split apart or joined 
with the nucleus of another atom — called also nuclear reac¬ 
tion; see also chain reaction 

6 [count, noncount] physics : a physical force that opposes 
the action of an equal and opposite force ■ For every action, 
there is an equal and opposite reaction. 

7 [noncount] formal : a strong tendency or desire to oppose 
new political or social ideas ■ They have had to fight against 
the forces of reaction. 

re«ac-tion-ary /ri'aekfoneri, Brit ri'aekfanri/ noun, pi -ar- 
ies [count] disapproving : a person who is strongly opposed 
to new political or social ideas 

- reactionary adj [more most ~] ■ reactionary views/ 
opinions/ideas • a reactionary politician 
re-ac-ti'Vate /ri'aekta.veit/ verb -vates; -vat*ed; -vat-ing 
[+ obj ] ; to cause (something) to start working or happening 
again : to activate (something) again ■ reactivate the alarm ■ 
Once his debt was paid, his account was reactivated. 
re*ac-tive /ri'aektiv/ adj 

1 [more most ~] : done in response to a problem or situa¬ 
tion : reacting to problems when they occur instead of doing 
something to prevent them ■ a reactive strategy ■ The govern¬ 
ment’s response to the problem was reactive rather than pro¬ 
active. — compare proactive 

2 chemistry : tending to change into something else when 
mixed with another substance ■ a reactive chemical/sub¬ 
stance 

re-ac-tor /ri'aekta 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] physics : a large 
device that produces nuclear energy — called also nuclear 
reactor 

1 read /'ri:d/ verb reads; read /'red/; reading /'ri:dirj/ 

1 a : to look at and understand the meaning of letters, 
words, symbols, etc. [no obj] She learned to read at a very 
early age. [+ obj] Can you read decimals/music/Braille? ■ I 
can’t read your handwriting. ■ He claimed that he could read 
my palm. [=look at the lines on the palm of my hand and tell 
me what was going to happen to me in the future] b : to 
read the words of (a book, magazine, etc.) [+ obj] He likes 
reading the newspaper. ■ She reads a lot of mystery novels. ■ 
We will be reading (works by) Milton in the class. ■ She starts 
work every day by reading her e-mail. ■ Didn’t you read the 
instructions? [no obj] He likes to read. ■ She doesn’t read 
much. ■ Please read from Chapter 5 through Chapter 10. C 
: to speak aloud the words of (something written) [+ obj] He 
read the poem aloud. ■ The teacher read a story to us. = The 
teacher read us a story. ■ He wrote down the address 1 gave 
him and read it back to me. [no obj] Her mother read to her 
every night at bedtime. — see also read out (below) 

2 : to learn information about something from a book, 
newspaper, etc. [no obj] — often + about ■ 1 read about the 
fire in the newspaper. — sometimes + of • l have read of such 
things happening elsewhere. [+ obj] — + that • 1 read some¬ 
where that he’s making a new movie. ■ I read that they got 
married. 

3 [+ obj] a : to learn information about (someone) by look¬ 
ing at how that person behaves • 1 can’t read her—I’m not 
sure if she likes me or not. ■ You’re an easy person to read. 
b : to learn information about (something) by looking at 
particular characteristics ■ A good canoeist can read the rap¬ 
ids. ■ (golf) She missed the putt because she didn’t read the 
green correctly. • (American football) The quarterback read 
the defense correctly. 

4 [+ obj] : to understand (something) in a particular way ■ 
The way I read it, we’re supposed to show up at 3 p.m. ■ The 
situation is hard to read. [= interpret ] — often + as ■ I read his 
actions as a cry for help. 

5 [+ obj] a : to show (words) for someone to read ■ The sign 
reads [=tfay.y] “No Trespassing.” b : to show (a temperature, 
weight, number, etc.) ■ The thermometer reads 90 degrees. ■ 
The clock read 4:30. 

6 [no obj] : to be written in a particular way ■ The definition 
reads awkwardly. [=the definition is awkwardly written] ■ 
This essay will read better if you reorganize it. ■ The speech 
reads well. [=the speech is written well] ■ The first chapters 
read like a lecture. 

7 [+ obj] : to get information from (something) ■ Someone 
reads the water meter once a month. ■ A scanner reads the 
bar codes on packages. ■ The computer can’t read that disk. 

8 [+ obj] : to hear and understand (someone) over a radio ■ 
Can you read me now? ■ I read you loud and clear. 


read • readjust 


1344 


9 [+ obj ] : to replace (a word or number) with another word 
or number — used to indicate how something written or 
said should be changed or corrected - In the second problem, 
read 5 instead of 3. [=the number should be 5, not 3] 

10 Brit: to study (a subject) especially at a university [+ obj] 
He read history at Oxford, [no obj\ — often + for ■ She is 
reading for a business degree. 

read between the lines : to look for or find a hidden mean¬ 
ing that is not directly stated or obvious in something that 
someone writes or says ■ Her letter seemed pretty cheerful, 
but if you read between the lines , you can tell that she’s not 
really happy. 

read into [phrasal verb ] read into (something) : to think of 
(something, such as a comment or situation) as having a 
meaning or importance that does not seem likely or rea¬ 
sonable • You’re reading too much into her remarks. (=her 
remarks do not have the meaning or importance that you 
think they have] 

read lips : to understand what people are saying by watch¬ 
ing the movement of their lips : LIP-READ ■ deaf people 
who know how to read lips ■ I couldn’t hear what he was 
saying, but I was able to read his lips. ^ People who tell 
you to read their lips mean that you should pay close at¬ 
tention to what they are saying. • “Can’t I please go?” 
“ Read my lips: you’re not going, and that’s final!” 
read out [phrasal verb] read (something) out or read out 
(something) : to read (something) aloud especially to other 
people ■ I read out the names on the list. 
read over [phrasal verb] read over (something) or read 
(something) over : to read (something) from beginning to 
end especially to look for mistakes or check details • He 
read over [-read through] the directions/contract carefully. 
read (someone) like a book: to easily understand the true 
thoughts and feelings of (someone) by looking at how that 
person acts or behaves ■ My mom always knows when I’m 
lying. She can read me like a book, 
read someone’s thoughts or read someone’s mind : to 
know or guess what someone is thinking • She looked deep 
into his eyes, trying to read his thoughts. ■ “I think we 
should go out to a movie tonight.” “You read my mind. I 
was thinking the same thing.” 
read (someone) the riot act see 1 riot 
read through [phrasal verb] read through (something) or 
read (something) through : to read (something) from be¬ 
ginning to end especially to look for mistakes or check de¬ 
tails • Remember to read through [ =read over] the essay be¬ 
fore you hand it in. ■ He read the instructions through 
twice before he tried to assemble the bicycle. 
read up on [phrasal verb] read up on (something) : to read a 
lot about (something) in order to learn about it ■ I read up 
on the history of the war. 

take (something) as read Brit : to accept or assume that 
something is true and does not need to be proved ■ You can 
take it as read [=you can be sure] that there’s nothing really 
new in their proposal. 

2 read /'ri:d/ noun, pi reads [count] informal 

1 : something (such as a book) that is read — usually singu¬ 
lar ■ The book is an easy read. [=the book is easy to read; 
reading the book is easy] • The book is a good/quick/enjoy¬ 
able read. 

2 : an act of reading something (such as a book, article, etc.) 
• He reviewed the book after several reads. — usually singu¬ 
lar • Give this article a read [=read this article] and tell me 
what you think of it. 

3 chiefly Brit: a period of time spent reading ■ She was lying 
in bed having a peaceful read. 

3 read /'red/ adj : having knowledge that has been gained from 
reading books, articles, etc. — used after an adverb ■ He is 
well -read. ■ He is better read than most people. ■ She is wide¬ 
ly read in [=she has read a lot of] American literature, 
read-able /'riidabal/ adj [more ~ most ~] 

1 : easy and enjoyable to read * a highly readable book ■ The 
travel guide is very readable. 

2 : clear and easy to read • She has such beautiful, readable 
[= legible] handwriting. —opposite unreadable; see also 
MACHINE-READABLE 

— read-abil-i-ty /,ri:da'bil9ti/ noun [noncount] ■ I enjoy the 
clarity and readability of his writing style. 
read-er /'ri:d»/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who reads a book, magazine, newspaper, etc. ■ 
The book’s ending leaves readers to draw their own conclu¬ 
sions. ■ She’s a fast/slow/avid/voracious reader. • He’s not 
much of a reader. [=he doesn’t enjoy reading books, maga¬ 


zines, etc.] • a magazine with three million readers — often + 
of • a reader of science fiction ■ regular readers of the newspa¬ 
per — see also mind reader, newsreader 

2 : a machine that is used for reading text or information 
that is stored on film, tape, etc. ■ a microfilm reader > a card 
reader 

3 : a book that is used to learn how to read or to practice 
reading in your own language or in a foreign language ■ a 
first-grade reader 

4 or Reader Brit : a teacher at a university who ranks just 
below a professor 

read-er-ship noun, pi -ships [count] 

1 : the number or group of people who read a particular 
newspaper or magazine — usually singular ■ The magazine’s 
readership decreased when the editors changed the format. ■ 
an enthusiastic/devoted readership ■ The newspaper has a 
readership of around 5,000. 

2 or Readership Brit : the position of a reader at a universi¬ 
ty • She holds/has a readership in chemistry. 

read-i-ly /'redgli/ adv [more most ~] 

1 : quickly and easily ■ readily understandable/available ■ 
simple instructions that anyone can readily understand 

2 : in a way that shows you are willing to do something 
: without hesitation or complaint ■ She readily [=willingly] 
admits that she is to blame. • He readily agreed to help us. 

read-i-ness /'redings/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the state of being ready or prepared for something > The 
soldier lay in readiness. — often + for ■ They’re unsure of 
their daughter’s readiness for kindergarten. 

2 : the state of being willing to do something — usually fol¬ 
lowed by to + verb ■ He showed a readiness [—willingness] to 
help us. 

read-inq /'ri:duj/ noun, pi -ings 

1 a [count] : the act of reading something • She gave the 
manuscript a careful reading. [=she read the manuscript 
carefully] • The family attended the reading of her will. • The 
speech ended with a reading from his latest novel. ■ After 
several readings , I finally understood the meaning of the 
poem, b [noncount] : the activity of reading a book, maga¬ 
zine, etc. ■ He needs help in reading. • They both love read¬ 
ing. ■ The teacher gave us a list of books for further reading 
on the subject. • The book makes for interesting/good read¬ 
ing. [=the book is interesting/good] ■ He has done a lot of 
reading on this subject — often used before another noun ■ 
reading glasses • a reading light 

2 a : a book, article, etc., that is being read or that is intend¬ 
ed to be read [count] The reading for today is about human 
cloning. — often plural ■ The teacher assigned several read¬ 
ings to the class. ■ What are the readings for the next class? 
[noncount] Moby-Dick is required reading for any scholar of 
19th-century American literature. ■ Shakespeare is not ex¬ 
actly light reading. [=the works of Shakespeare are not easy 
to read] — often used before another noun ■ Did you bring 
any reading material/matter for the trip? ■ Students were giv¬ 
en a summer reading list. • What is your child’s reading level? 
[=how difficult are the books, articles, etc., that your child 
reads?] b [count] : a part of the Bible that is read aloud as 
part of a religious service • The pastor selected a reading for 
tonight’s service. 

3 [count] : a particular opinion or understanding of some¬ 
thing ■ We need to get a better reading on [=a better idea of] 
what they intend to do. — often + of ■ I disagree with his 
reading [= interpretation ] of what happened. • Her reading of 
the text is that the main character is depressed. • The judge 
made his ruling according to a strict reading of the law. 

4 [count] : an event at which something is read aloud to an 
audience • a poetry/book reading 

5 [count] : the temperature, weight, number, etc., that is 
shown on a measuring instrument • The thermometer read¬ 
ing was 20 degrees. • Meter readings are taken once a month. 
■ The scale gave an inaccurate reading. 

6 [count] : an occurrence in which a proposed bill is dis¬ 
cussed in a legislature before it becomes law 

re-ad-just Ariijg'cfeAst/verfc -justs;-just-ed; -just-ing 

1 [no obj] : to change in order to work or do better in a new 
situation : to get used to a new situation or change ■ It takes 
time to readjust after a loved one dies. — often + to ■ The 
children need time to readjust to the new school. 

2 [+ obj] : to change or move the position of (something) 
slightly • She was constantly readjusting her glasses. ■ He re¬ 
adjusted the picture on the wall. 

— re-ad-just-ment /triijg'cfcAstmgnt/ noun, pi -merits 
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[count\ She was constantly making readjustments to her 
glasses. [noncount\ After the divorce, he had a tough peri¬ 
od of readjustment. 

re-ad-mit /.rirjad'mit/ verb -mits; -mit-ted; -mit-ting [+ 

obj\ 

1 : to allow (someone) to again join a club, group, etc., or 
enter a place ■ They refused to readmit her to/into the club. • 
Only people who have ticket stubs will be readmitted (to the 
theater). 

2 : to take (someone) into a hospital as a patient again ■ He 
was readmitted soon after being dischaiged. 

read-only adj, computers : capable of being viewed but not 
of being changed or deleted ■ a read-only file/document 
read-only memory noun [noncount] computers : ROM 
read *0 Ut /'ri.d.aut/ noun, pi -outs [count\ computers : a 
small screen that shows information ■ The calculator has a 
digital readout.; also : the information shown on such a 
screen ■ He checked the readout on the screen. 

1 ready /'redi/ adj read-i-er; -est [also more most —] 

1 not used before a noun : prepared to do something • I’ll be 
ready in 10 minutes. ■ “Can we leave now?” “I’m ready when 
you are." ■ We didn’t have much time to get ready [=to pre¬ 
pare] before they arrived. ■ {somewhatformat) We need more 
time to make ready. — often followed by to + verb • We are 
ready to make changes. ■ The kids are ready to go/leave. ■ Are 
you ready to leam/listenl ■ The boss is ready to speak to you 
now. ■ She got/made herself ready to go. ■ Doctors are ready 
and waiting to give help when it’s needed. — often + for ■ 
She’s busy getting the children ready for school. ■ Are you 
ready for your test? ■ We need time to get/make ready for the 
long trip. ■ The soldiers are ready lor anything that the ene¬ 
my might do. 

2 not used before a noun : properly prepared or finished and 
available for use ■ Dinner is ready. ■ The college’s new dormi¬ 
tory will be ready (by) next year. ■ Your prescription will be 
ready in about 20 minutes. • The car won’t be ready until to¬ 
morrow. ■ We got everything ready for the party before the 
guests arrived. 

3 not used before a noun : almost about to do something ■ He 
looked like he was ready to cry. [=like he was about to start 
crying] ■ I was ready to walk out of the room [=1 felt like 
walking out of the room] when he said that. 

4 not used before a noun a : willing and eager to do some¬ 
thing ■ She’s always ready with advice. = She’s always ready 
to give advice. [=she likes to give advice] ■ He is always ready 
to help his friends. ■ He was angry and ready for a fight, b 
: needing or wanting something as soon as possible — usual¬ 
ly + for ■ I’m tired and ready for bed. [=1 want to go to bed] • 
The house looks like it’s ready for a paint job. [=looks like it 
needs to be painted] 

5 always used before a noun : quick and clever ■ a ready an¬ 
swer/wit 

6 always used before a noun : available for immediate use ■ 
ready money/cash ■ (Brit) a ready meal ■ She has ready access 
to the files. [=she can get and use the files very quickly and 
easily] 

(get) ready, (get) set, go also Brit ready, steady, go — 
used as a command to start a race 
ready to roll see ‘roll 

2 ready verb read’ies; readded; readying [+ obj] formal 
: to prepare (someone or something) ■ They readied the 
room for guests. ■ She readied herself to speak. ■ We have to 
ready ourselves for a tough fight ahead. 

3 ready noun, pi readies 

at the ready : available for immediate use ■ The tourists 
kept their cameras at the ready, 
the ready or the readies Brit, informal : money that can be 
used immediately ■ I’m a bit short of the ready just now. 
ready-made Arcdi'meid/ adj 

1 : prepared in advance for immediate use ■ ready-made 
clothing/meals 

2 always used before a noun : already created or provided ■ 
The snowstorm gave us a ready-made excuse not to go to the 
party. ■ a ready-made solution 

ready—tO—Wear adj : made in a standard size and not 
made for a particular person ■ a ready-to-wear suit 
re-af-firm /.rirja'fa-m/ verb -firms; -firmed; -firm-ing [+ 
obj ] : to formally state (something) again in order to empha¬ 
size that it is true ■ The President reaffirmed his commitment 
to cutting taxes. ■ She reaffirmed her stance on the issue. 

— re-af-fir-ma-tion /rhaefa^'meijan/ noun, pi -tions [count, 
noncount] 


re*agent /ri'eicfcant/ noun, pi -agents [count\ chemistry : a 
substance that is used to test for the presence of another sub¬ 
stance by causing a chemical reaction with it 
1 re»al /'ri:jal/ adj 

1 : actually existing or happening : not imaginary ■ The 
movie is based on real events. ■ The detective Sherlock 
Holmes is not a real person. ■ He has no real power; he is just 
a figurehead. ■ The battle scenes in the movie seemed very 
real to me. ■ The team has a real chance at winning. ■ There is 
a very real possibility that we will be moving to Maine. ■ In 
real life, relationships are not perfect. ■ The actor looks taller 
on TV than he does in real life. ■ I finally got to talk to a real 
live person [=an actual person] instead of a machine. ■ He’s 
always daydreaming and seems to be out of touch with the 
real world. ■ Their son finally went out into the real world 
[=the world where people have to work, deal with daily 
problems, etc.] and got a job. 

2 : not fake, false, or artificial ■ real [=genuine] leather ■ a 
real diamond ■ Your real friends [=the people who are truly 
your friends] would be here to help you. ■ What is his real 
name? ■ Tell me the real reason you need the money. 

3 : important and deserving to be regarded or treated in a se¬ 
rious way ■ This is a very real problem/danger/concem. ■ 
They have avoided talking about the real issues. ■ There is no 
real reason to worry. 

4 always used before a noun — used for emphasis ■ There’s a 
real surprise at the end of the movie. ■ Receiving this award 
is a real thrill. ■ He’s being a real jerk. 

5 : strong and sincere ■ I have no real interest in sports. [=I’m 
not very interested in sports] ■ He made a real effort to im¬ 
prove his grades. ■ There was a look of real [=genuine\ aston¬ 
ishment on her face. ■ She showed real delight/happiness 
when I told her the good news. 

6 always used before a noun, finance : measured by what 
money can actually buy at a particular time ■ a real increase 
in wages as compared to inflation ■ Charitable donations de¬ 
clined in real dollars last year. 

for real informal 1 : true and genuine ■ The information is 
for real. 2 US a : honest and serious ■ He convinced us 
that he was for real and really wanted to help. ■ Is that guy 
for real ? b : genuinely good, skillful, etc. ■ The team has 
proven that it’s for real this year. [=has proven that it’s 
good and has a real chance of winning] 3 : seriously or 
truly ■ He’s in trouble for real. [=he’s really in trouble] ■ 
They were just pretending to argue before, but now they’re 
doing it for real. 

get real informal : to start to think in a serious or reasonable 
way : to stop having foolish ideas, hopes, etc. ■ We have to 
get real about this problem. ■ You think you can get into 
Harvard with those grades? Get real, 
keep it real informal : to talk and behave in an honest and 
serious way that shows who you really are ■ He says he’s 
just trying to keep it real, 
the real deal see 3 deal 
the real McCoy see mccoy 
the real thing see thing 

— re-al-ness noun [ noncount ] • The jeweler verified the re¬ 
alness [ =genuineness ] of the diamond. ■ The audience was 
impressed by the realness [ =realism ] of the movie. 

2 real adv, chiefly US, informal : very or really ■ We had a real 
good time. ■ The water is real warm. ■ He is real fast. ■ We 
went to bed real late. ■ a real old car 
real estate noun [noncount] chiefly US 

1 : property consisting of buildings and land ■ He sells real 
estate. — often used before another noun • a real estate bro¬ 
ker/business/investment ■ real estate prices/values 

2 : the business of selling land and buildings ■ She works in 
real estate. 

real estate agent noun, pi ~ agents [count] chiefly us : a 
person in the business of selling land and buildings — called 
also (Brit) estate agent 

re*align /.rirja'lain/ verb -aligns; -aligned; -aligning [+ 

obj] 

1 : to change the position or direction of (something) slight¬ 
ly usually in relation to something else ■ She realigned the 
mirror. ■ We had to realign the text to fit it on the page. ■ The 
car’s wheels were realigned. 

2 : to organize (something) in a different way ■ The company 
has realigned [= reorganized] several departments. 

realign yourself : to begin to have different opinions, be¬ 
liefs, practices, etc. : to become a member or supporter of 
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a different group ■ She has realigned herself with the con¬ 
servatives. 

— re-align-ment Arkja'lammant/ noun, pi -ments [count] 
His car is due for a realignment, [noncount] the benefits of 
corporate realignment 

re*al»ism / l ri:j3,lizdm/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the quality of a person who understands what is real and 
possible in a particular situation and is able to deal with 
problems in an effective and practical way ■ He has a sense 
of realism about what can be done to improve the economy. 

2 : the quality of being very much like real life : the quality 
of seeming to be real ■ The realism of her dream was alarm¬ 
ing. 

3 : a style of art or literature that shows or describes people 
and things as they are in real life ■ the stark realism of the 
play/painting 

re*al-ist /'riijslist/ noun, pi -ists [count] 

1 : a person who understands what is real and possible in a 
particular situation : a person who accepts and deals with 
things as they really are ■ I’d like to think that these problems 
can be solved easily, but I’m a realist. I know that a lot of 
hard work will be needed. 

2 : an artist or writer who shows or describes people and 
things as they are in real life 

— realist adj, always used before a noun • a realist [= realistic ] 
approach to the problem ■ a realist painting 

re«al«is*tic /.riija'listik/ adj [more most ■—] 

1 : able to see things as they really are and to deal with them 
in a practical way ■ He tried to be realistic about the situa¬ 
tion. ■ We have to be realistic and accept the fact that these 
problems cannot be solved easily. — opposite unrealistic 

2 : based on what is real rather than on what is wanted or 
hoped for : sensible and appropriate ■ The plan is not very 
realistic. • a realistic approach/goal ■ It’s not realistic to ex¬ 
pect people to spend that much money on wedding gifts. 

— Opposite UNREALISTIC 

3 : showing people and things as they are in real life ■ a real¬ 
istic painting/novel/description ■ The battle scene in the 
movie was very realistic. [=it seemed very much like a real 
battle] — opposite unrealistic 

— re-ahis-ti-cal-ly /.rija'listikli/ adv ■ We need to deal with 
these problems realistically. • We can’t realistically expect 
the war to end soon. = Realistically, we can’t expect the 
war to end soon. ■ The movie portrayed the battle very re¬ 
alistically. 

1 re»al‘i»ty /ri'zebti/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : the true situation that exists : the real situa¬ 
tion ■ He refused to face/accept reality. [=the truth] ■ the dif¬ 
ference between fiction/fantasy and reality • She’s out of 
touch with reality. [=she does not know what is really true] ■ 
The reality is that we can’t afford to buy a house. ■ He used 
television as an escape from reality. 

2 [count] : something that actually exists or happens : a real 
event, occurrence, situation, etc. ■ The movie shows the 
harsh/grim/stark realities of war. [=the things that really 
happen in a war] ■ Her dream of competing in the Olympics 
became a reality. [=she competed in the Olympics, as she had 
dreamed of doing] ■ They made the plan a reality. — see also 
VIRTUAL REALITY 

in reality: in truth — used to stress that something is true 
or real especially when it is different from what was be¬ 
lieved or expected ■ They talked as if they had accom¬ 
plished a lot, but in reality they did very little. ■ In reality , 
she was 15 years younger than she looked. 

2 reality adj, always used before a noun — used to describe 
television shows in which people who are not actors are 
shown living with, dealing with, and often competing against 
each other in real-life situations ■ reality television/TV/shows 
reality check noun, pi ~ checks [count] informal : some¬ 
thing which shows you that the real situation is different 
from what you believed or hoped — usually singular ■ Her 
friends gave her a reality check about her boyfriend. [=told 
her the truth about her boyfriend] ■ He was starling to think 
he was infallible, so the criticism from his boss served as a re¬ 
ality check. 

re«al-iz*able also Brit re*al-is-able Ariija'laizabal/ adj 

1 : possible to achieve ■ a realizable goal/plan 

2 finance : in a form that can be easily sold for money ■ real¬ 
izable assets 

re«al*i*za«tion also Brit re»al-i-sa-tion /.riijata'zei/on, Brit 
,ri3,lai , zeij3n//zow/2,p/ -tions 

1 [singular] : the state of understanding or becoming aware 


of something ■ There is a growing realization that changes 
need to be made to the coaching staff. • She had a/the sud¬ 
den realization [=she suddenly realized] that things had 
changed between them. ■ He came to the realization [=he re¬ 
alized] that he was adding up the wrong numbers. 

2 [count] formal : the act of achieving something that was 
planned or hoped for — usually singular, usually + of* He 
was thrilled by the realization of his lifelong dream. 

3 [noncount] finance : the act of selling property in order to 
get money ■ the realization of assets 

re-at-ize also Brit re-aMse /'riija.laiz/ verb -lz-es; -ized; 
-lz-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to understand or become aware of (something) ■ They 
did not realize the risk/danger that was involved. ■ He finally 
realized the scope of the problem. ■ I realize (that) this is an 
unusual situation. ■ She realizes how much things have 
changed. ■ Do you realize how difficult that stunt is? • You 
just have to realize that you can’t always get what you want. ■ 
She slowly realized what he was trying to say. 

2 : to cause (something) to become real — usually used as 
(be) realized • Our worst fears have been realized. [=the 
things that we most feared have actually happened] 

3 formal: to achieve (something, such as a goal, dream, etc.) 
■ He realized a lifelong dieam/goal by winning an Olympic 
medal. ■ He finally realized his ambition to start his own 
business. ■ She hasn’t yet realized her potential as a golfer. 
[=she hasn’t become as good as she can be] 

4 formal: to earn or get (money) by sale or effort ■ We can 
realize a profit by selling the stock. ■ The furniture of the es¬ 
tate realized $10,000 at the auction. 

real—life adj, always used before a noun : happening in the 
real world rather than in a story : happening in the real life 
of someone ■ real-life problems/events ■ a real-life drama 
re«aMo*cate /.ri'seb.keit/ verb -cates; -cat-ed; -cat-ing 
[+ obj] : to move or direct (something) so that it can be used 
for a different purpose ■ After the class trip was canceled, the 
money was reallocated to cover the cost of the dance. ■ We 
need to reallocate our resources. 

— re-al-lo-ca-tion /iiveb'kei/an/ noun, pi -tions [count, 
noncount] 

re»aMv /'ri.jali/ adv 

1 — used to refer to what is true or real ■ She didn’t realty 
mean it. ■ Is that realty a word? ■ It turned out that the bone 
wasn’t really broken. ■ He might realty be the one she’s going 
to marry. ■ They really are twins. ■ What really happened? ■ 
There are realty only two choices. ■ Who realty cares? "I’m 
not hurt— really. [=1 am being honest when I say I’m not 
hurt] ■ Did you really [^honestly] think I wouldn’t notice? 

2 : without question or doubt — used to make a statement 
more definite or forceful ■ You should really see a doctor 
about your back pains. ■ I realty believe she’s not coming 
back. • You really should try some of this cake. ■ She really is 
a nice person. ■ We really need the extra money. ■ He realty 
likes her. f=he likes her very much] 

3 : to a great degree : very ■ The dog runs really fast. ■ The 
water is really hot/cold. • She’s a realty nice person. ■ It’s a re¬ 
alty [=truly] beautiful day. ■ a really frightening/funny story ■ 
I had a really good time at the party. 

4 — used to reduce the force of a negative statement ■ I 
don’t realty agree with you. ■ It realty doesn’t matter. 

5 — used in speech to show surprise, doubt, or interest ■ 
‘‘They’re getting divorced.” “Really?” [=1 am surprised to 
hear that and would like to hear more] ■ “I think she likes 
me.” “Oh, really ?” [=1 am doubtful that she really likes you] 

6 US — used in speech to express agreement with what 
someone has just said ■ “He shouldn’t be allowed to do that.” 
“Yeah, really. Who does he think he is?” 

7 — used in speech to show that you are annoyed ■ Really , 
you could have mentioned it sooner. ■ Realty , you’re being 
ridiculous. 

not really — used to say “no” in a way that is not very force¬ 
ful or definite ■ “Was the movie good?” “Not really.” [=the 
movie wasn’t very good] ■ “Do you want to go to a movie?” 
“No, not really.” [=no, I am not very interested in going] 
realm /'relm/ noun, pi realms [count] 

1 : an area of activity, interest, or knowledge ■ new discover¬ 
ies in the realm of medicine ■ in political and legal realms ■ 
the realm of art/science/education ■ A victory by the team 
seems within the realm of possibility. [=a victory seems possi¬ 
ble] ■ It’s not beyond the realm of possibility [=it’s not impos¬ 
sible] that he will return. 
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2 : a country that is ruled by a king or queen ■ a peaceful 
realm 

re-al-po-li-tik /rei'a:lipouli|ti:k/ noun [noncount] : a system 
of politics based on a country’s situation and its needs rather 
than on ideas about what is morally right and wrong 
real-time adj, always used before a noun : happening or 
shown at the speed at which a computer receives and pro¬ 
cesses information ■ real-time data/chatting/video 

— real time noun [noncount] ■ We chatted online in real 
time. 

Re*al'tor /‘rfcjalta/ service mark — used for a real estate 
agent who is a member of a national licensing association 
re-al-ty /'riijalti/ noun [noncount] US : real estate 
1 ream /'ri:m/ noun, pi reams 

1 [count] : an amount of paper that equals 480, 500, or 516 
sheets 

2 reams [plural] informal: a large amount of writing — usu¬ 
ally + of » She took reams of notes. [=she took a very large 
amount of notes] 

2 ream verb reams; reamed; ream-ing [+ obj] US, informal 
: to criticize (someone) in an angry way • He got reamed in 
the press for his comments. — often + out ■ She reamed him 
out for leaving the lights on. 

re-an-i-mate / l ri: , £en3,meit/ verb -mates; -mat-ed; -mat¬ 
ing [+ obj ]: to give new life or energy to (something) ■ The 
touchdown reanimated the crowd. ■ She knows how to rean¬ 
imate a dull conversation, 
reap /'ri:p /verb reaps; reaped; reap-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to get (something, such as a reward) as a result of 
something that you have done ■ She is now reaping the bene¬ 
fits/rewards of her hard work. ■ He reaped large profits from 
his investments. 

2 : to cut and collect (a plant, crop, etc.) from a field [+ obj] 
The workers were out reaping the crops, [no obj] The work¬ 
ers were out reaping in the fields. 

reap what you sow: to experience the same kind of things 
that you have caused other people to experience ■ If you’re 
rude to everyone, you’ll reap what you sow. [=people will 
be rude to you] 

reaper /'riipa 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a person or machine 
that cuts and collects crops — see also grim reaper 
re-ap-pear /.riija'pifr/ verb -pears; -peared; -pear-ing 
[no obj] : to appear again after not being seen, felt, etc., for a 
period of time ■ We watched the fireflies in the field vanish 
and then reappear. • Call the doctor if the symptoms reap¬ 
pear. [=come back] 

— re-ap-pear-ance ^riija'pirans/ noun, pi -anc-es [count] 
— usually singular ■ The bird was believed to be extinct 
until its recent reappearance, [noncount] The vaccine pre¬ 
vents reappearance of the disease. 

re-ap-ply /.ri.ja'plai/ verb -plies; -plied; -plying 

1 [+ obj] : to put or spread (something) again on a surface, a 
part of the body, etc. ■ She reapplied her makeup. ■ The finish 
needs to be reapplied. 

2 [no obj] : to ask formally for something (such as a job, ad¬ 
mission to a school, a loan, etc.) again usually in writing ■ 
She plans to reapply to the school. - He reapplied for the job. 

3 [+ obj] : to cause (force, pressure, etc.) to have an effect or 
to be felt again ■ The defense reapplied the pressure in the 
second half. 

re-ap-praise /.riija'preiz/ verb -prais-es; -praised; 
-prais-ing [+ obj] formal 

1 : to make a new judgment about the value of (something) ■ 
Our house is being reappraised for tax purposes. 

2 : to think about (something) again in order to decide 
whether you should change your opinion about it : reas¬ 
sess ■ The bad economic news is forcing many people to re¬ 
appraise their investment strategies. 

— re-ap-prais-al /^riija'preizal/ noun, pi -als [count] tax re¬ 
appraisals [noncount] The situation has changed and re¬ 
quires some careful reappraisal. 

1 rear / l n&/ noun, pi rears 

1 [ noncount] : the part of something that is opposite to or 
away from the front part : the back part of something • 
There are two bedrooms at the rear. — often + of * The store 
is in the rear of the building. ■ We sat toward the rear of the 
train/boat. 

2 [count] informal : the part of your body that you sit on 
: buttocks — usually singular ■ He slipped and fell on his 
rear. [=rear end] 

bring up the rear : to be in the last position in a group, line, 
etc. ■ At this point in the voting, Jones is leading with Smith 


in second place and Johnson bringing up the rear. ■ They 
entered the room first and I brought up the rear. 

2 rear adj, always used before a noun : at or near the back of 
something ■ The car’s rear bumper was damaged. ■ We used 
the rear [=back] entrance of the hotel. • the horse’s rear 
[=hind] legs ■ the car’s rear lights/window 
3 rear verb rears; reared; rear-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to take care of (a young person or animal) ■ His 
family rears [=raises] cattle. ■ They reared [^brought up, 
0 chiefly US) raised] their children to be polite and well- 
mannered. ■ books on child -rearing — often + on ■ The kit¬ 
ten was reared on special food- ■ He was reared on comic 
books. [=he read a lot of comic books when he was young] 

2 [no obj] of an animal : to rise up on the back legs with the 
front legs in the air ■ The horse reared (up) in fright. 

3 [no obj] : to rise high in the air ■ The cliff wall reared (up) 
above us. 

rear its ugly head see ‘head 

rear admiral noun, pi ~ -als [count] : an officer of high 
rank in the navy 

rear end noun, pi ~ ends [count] 

1 : the part of the body you sit on : buttocks • She stood 
up and brushed off her rear end. 

2 : the back part of something (such as a vehicle) ■ The car’s 
rear end was badly damaged in the accident. 

rear-end /'ria^cnd/ verb -ends; -end-ed; -end-ing [+ obj] 
chiefly US, informal : to drive into the back of (a vehicle) ■ 
Someone rear-ended my car at a stoplight. = My car was 
rear-ended at a stoplight. ■ I got rear-ended. 
rear guard noun, pi ~ guards [count] : a group of soldiers 
who are placed at the back of an army and who protect the 
army from being attacked from behind 
rear-guard /'ria^gaa-d/ adj, always used before a noun 
: fought or conducted by a group of soldiers at the rear of an 
army especially during a retreat ■ a rearguard battle/defense ■ 
The army fought a courageous rearguard action. — often 
used figuratively to describe an effort or fight to change or 
stop something that is very close to happening or being done 
• The town has been fighting a rearguard action to prevent 
the multiplex from being built, 
re-arm /ri'aam/ verb -arms; -armed; -arm-ing 

1 [no obj] : to obtain new weapons ■ The treaty forbids the 
country to rearm. 

2 [+ obj] : to supply (someone or something) with new weap¬ 
ons ■ Another country was rearming their enemies. 

— re-ar-ma-ment /ri'aamamant/ noun [noncount] ■ naval 
rearmament • They announced plans for rearmament. 

rear-most /'ria^moust/ adj, always used before a noun : at 
the very rear of something : farthest back from the front ■ 
the rearmost part of the building ■ the rearmost seats 
re-ar-range /.riija'reincfc/ verb -rang-es; -ranged; -rang¬ 
ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to change the position or order of (things) ■ He rear¬ 
ranged the furniture. ■ She rearranged the letters of her name 
to spell different words, b : to change the position or order 
of the things in (something) ■ Because of the cancellation, he 
had to rearrange his schedule. ■ rearrange the living room 

2 : to change the time or location of (something) ■ He asked 
his secretary to rearrange [reschedule] the appointment. 

— re-ar-range-ment ^riija'reincfemant/ noun, pi -ments 
[count, noncount] ■ Her schedule required rearrangement. 

rear-view mirror /'ria^yju:-/ noun, pi ~ -rors [count] : a 
mirror in a vehicle that allows the driver to see what is be¬ 
hind the vehicle — see picture at car 
1 rear-Ward /'riawad/ adj, somewhat formal 

1 : located at, near, or toward the back of something ■ the 
rearward section of the store 

2 : directed toward the rear of something : backward ■ a 
rearward glance ■ rearward motion 

2 rear-ward ( chiefly US) /'riawad/ or chiefly Brit rear-wards 
/'riawadz/ adv, somewhat formal : at, near, or toward the 
rear ■ He glanced rearward. [= backward] 
rear—Wheel drive noun [noncount] : a system that applies 
engine power to the rear wheels of a vehicle ■ a car with rear- 
wheel drive 

1 rea-SOn /'ri:zij/ noun, pi -sons 

1 [count] : a statement or fact that explains why something is 
the way it is, why someone does, thinks, or says something, 
or why someone behaves a certain way ■ I gave a reason for 
my absence. ■ Is there a reason for your strange behavior? ■ 
There is a reason why they don’t want to come. ■ I can’t give 
you the report for the simple reason that it isn’t yet finished. 
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■ She explained her reasons for deciding to change jobs. ■ He 
wanted to know the reason for their decision. ■ “Why don’t 
you want to go to the party?” “No (particular) reason. I just 
feel like staying home tonight.” ■ Give me one good reason 
why I should believe you. ■ For obvious reasons, we can’t do 
that yet. ■ For reasons of space, some of the charts and 
graphs have been omitted from the article. ■ She resigned for 
personal reasons . ■ He is always late, for some/whatever rea¬ 
son. [=he is always late, and no one knows why] ■ He tends to 
get upset for no reason. • She did things for no good reason. 
[=there was no acceptable explanation for her actions] 

2 [noncount] : a fact, condition, or situation that makes it 
proper or appropriate to do something, feel something, etc. ■ 
There is no reason [=cause] to panic. ■ There’s no reason for 
you to feel that way. ■ I had sufficient/adequate/enough rea¬ 
son [^justification] to leave. ■ He saw no reason to pursue the 
issue any further. ■ They want to try something different, 
and that’s reason enough for the change. ■ He was found not 
guilty by reason of insanity. [=not guilty because he was in¬ 
sane when he committed the crime] ■ We have (every) reason 
to believe he is lying. ■ The company fired him with/without 
reason. [=there was/wasn’t a good reason for the company 
to fire him] ■ She decided, with reason , to find somewhere 
else to live. ■ Poor work conditions are all the more reason to 
find another job. 

3 [noncount] : the power of the mind to think and under¬ 
stand in a logical way • Human beings possess the power of 
reason. • (old-fashioned) He lost his reason. [=he became in¬ 
sane] 

4 [noncount] : ideas and opinions that are fair, sensible, and 
appropriate ■ I can’t get him to listen to (the voice of) reason. 
= I can’t get him to see reason. ■ He is not open to reason. 
[=he is not listening to logical or sensible thinking] 
rhyme or reason see 1 rhyme 

stand to reason : to be sensible or understandable ■ If her 
friends don’t want to go, it stands to reason [=it makes 
sense] that she won’t want to go either. 
within reason : within reasonable or sensible limits ■ You 
can do anything you want, within reason. ■ The price is 
within reason. 

2 reason verb -sons; -soned; -son-ing 

1 [no obj] : to think in a logical way ■ He lost the ability to 
reason. 

2 [+ obj] : to form (a conclusion or judgment) by thinking 
logically ■ He reasoned that both statements couldn’t be true. 

■ She reasoned that something must be wrong. 

reason out [phrasal verb] reason (something) out or reason 
out (something) : to find an explanation or solution to 
(something, such as a problem, question, mystery, etc.) by 
thinking about the possibilities ■ He reasoned out [-worked 
out ] the problem by himself. 

reason with [phrasal verb] reason with (someone) : to talk 
with (someone) in a sensible way in order to try to change 
that person’s thoughts or behavior ■ They tried to reason 
with him, but he wouldn’t listen. 
rea-son-able /'irzpabai/ adj 

1 l more most ~] : fair and sensible ■ We have reasonable 
cause not to believe him. ■ She offered a reasonable compro¬ 
mise. ■ Your idea sounds reasonable. • It’s not reasonable to 
expect perfect weather. ■ Please be more reasonable. There is 
no way I’ll be able Jo finish all this work in so little time. ■ A 
reasonable man would not expect such a thing. ■ Our boss 
has reasonable expectations of his employees. ■ The request/ 
offer seems reasonable. ■ We finished within a reasonable 
[acceptable] amount of time. — opposite unreasonable 

2 : fairly or moderately good ■ The team has a reasonable 
chance of winning. ■ He makes a reasonable amount of mon¬ 
ey. — see also reasonable facsimile at facsimile 

3 [more most ~] : not too expensive ■ The store’s prices 
are reasonable. ■ The hotel offers excellent accommodations 
at reasonable rates. — opposite unreasonable 

— rea*son*able«ness /'riizpabalnas/ noun [noncount] ■ We 
appreciated the reasonableness of his decision. 
reabSOIVably /*ri:zp3bli/ adv 

1 : to a fair or moderate degree : fairly ■ The estimate was 
reasonably accurate. ■ They’re doing a reasonably good job. • 
He is doing reasonably well in school. ■ The food is reason¬ 
ably affordable/inexpensive/cheap. ■ She is reasonably intel¬ 
ligent. ■ I’m reasonably sure that the work will be done soon. 

2 [more most ~] : in a logical and sensible way ■ “Why 
don’t we take turns?” she suggested reasonably. ■ We might 
reasonably assume he’ll be available. ■ The judge reasonably 
believes that some form of punishment is necessary. ■ We 


need to discuss this problem reasonably. 

3 [more most ~~\ : in a fair or appropriate way ■ a reason¬ 
ably priced car [=a car that is not too expensive] ■ She can 
reasonably be expected to show up on time, 
reasoned adj, always used before a noun : based on sensible 
and logical thinking ■ a reasoned argument/conclusion • a 
reasoned appeal ■ a place for reasoned debate 
rea-son-ing /'ri.znii]/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the process of thinking about something in a logical way 
in order to form a conclusion or judgment ■ Could you ex¬ 
plain your reasoning ? ■ They told everyone the reasoning be¬ 
hind the decision. ■ a conclusion based on fallacious/flawed/ 
false/sound reasoning ■ scientific/logical/legal reasoning • a 
method/mode/pattem of reasoning • She chose to follow a 
particular line of reasoning. [=she chose to use a specific set 
of reasons in order to reach a conclusion] 

2 : the ability of the mind to think and understand things in 
a logical way ■ Humans possess the power of reasoning. 

re*as-sem*ble Arija'sembal/ verb -sem-bles; -sem- 
bled; -sem-bling 

1 [+ obj] ‘ to put the parts of (something) back together : to 
assemble (something) again ■ She reassembled the puzzle. 

2 [no obj] : to meet as a group again after a period of time 
: to assemble again ■ The committee will reassemble ^recon¬ 
vene] next month. 

re-as-sert /.rkja'sa*/ verb -serts; -sert*ed; -sert-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 : to make other people accept or respect (something that 
has been in doubt) ■ He tried to reassert his authority/leader¬ 
ship/power/control. 

2 : to state or declare (something) more strongly or clearly 
: to state again that (something) is true ■ She reasserted her 
innocence. = She reasserted that she was innocent. 
reassert Itself: to start to have an effect again after a peri¬ 
od of not having an effect ■ Traditional values have reas¬ 
serted themselves. • An earlier pattern may reassert itself. 

— re*aS‘Ser*tion /.rkja'sa'Jan/ noun, pi -tions [count, non¬ 
count] 

re-as-sess /.ri.ja'ses/ verb -sess-es; -sessed; -sess-ing 

[+ obj] : to think about (something) again in order to decide 
whether to change your opinion or judgment of it: to assess 
(something) again ■ The doctor reassessed the injury. ■ She 
convinced him to reassess the issue. 

— re-as-sess-merit /^i.ja’sesmant/ noun, pi -merits 

[count, noncount] 

re*as*SUr*ance ^riija'J^rans/ noun, pi -anc-es : some¬ 
thing that is said or done to make someone feel less afraid, 
upset, or doubtful [count] Experts offered their reassurances 
that the accident wouldn’t happen again, [noncount] He re¬ 
ceived reassurance from his family. ■ Children need a lot of 
reassurance. 

re-as-sure /.rr.ja'JV verb -sures; -sured; -sur-ing [+ obj] 
: to make (someone) feel less afraid, upset, or doubtful ■ Ex¬ 
perts reassured the public that the accident wouldn’t happen 
again. ■ I tried to reassure myself that the children were safe. 

■ The news didn’t reassure him. 

reassuring adj [more most ~] : making someone feel 
less afraid, upset, or doubtful ■ The news was somewhat/ 
slightly reassuring. ■ a reassuring change ■ She gave me a reas¬ 
suring smile. ■ It was deeply reassuring to hear his voice. 

— re-as-sur-ing-ly adv ■ She smiled reassuringly. 
re-bate /'ri:,beit/ noun, pi -bates [count] 

1 : an amount of money that is paid back to you because 
you have paid too much ■ a tax rebate [-refund] 

2 : an amount of money that a business or company pays 
back to you because you have bought a particular product 
or service ■ a mail-in/store rebate • There is a $50 rebate of¬ 
fered with the printer. 

1 reb-el /'rebsl/ noun, pi -els [count] 

1 : a person who opposes or fights against a government ■ 
The government captured six armed rebels. — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ a rebel army/leader ■ rebel forces/groups 

■ the rebel movement 

2 : a person who opposes a person or group in authority ■ He 
was a rebel against the school administration.: a person who 
does not obey rules or accept normal standards of behavior, 
dress, etc. ■ He is a typical teenage rebel. ■ a fashion rebel 

2 re-bel /n'bel/ verb -bels; -belled; -bel-ling [no obj] 

1 : to oppose or fight against a government ■ When the gov¬ 
ernment imposed more taxes, the people rebelled. ■ The pro¬ 
testers are rebelling against the new tax law. 

2 : to oppose a person or group in authority ■ Children often 
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rebel against their parents. : to refuse to obey rules or accept 
normal standards of behavior, dress, etc. ■ He rebelled against 
the social conventions of his time, 
re'bel'lion /n'beljan/ noun, pi -lions 

1 : an effort by many people to change the government or 
leader of a country by the use of protest or violence [count] 
The king’s army suppressed/quelled/crushed the rebellion. ■ 
The unfair tax laws sparked a rebellion. ■ A rebellion broke 
out. [noncount] The peasants rose in rebellion. 

2 : open opposition toward a person or group in authority 
[count] She’s the head of a rebellion against the leaders of the 
party, [noncount] Recent election losses have led to open re¬ 
bellion among some party members, who are calling for a 
complete change of leadership. 

3 [noncount] : refusal to obey rules or accept normal stan¬ 
dards of behavior, dress, etc. ■ signs of teenage rebellion 

re-bel-lious /n'beljas/ adj 

1 : fighting against a government ■ a rebellious army ■ rebel¬ 
lious peasants 

2 [more most ~]: refusing to obey rules or authority or to 
accept normal standards of behavior, dress, etc. : having or 
showing a tendency to rebel ■ a rebellious child ■ a rebellious 
look ■ He’s always had a rebellious streak. [=he has always 
been inclined to disobey] 

— re-beMious-ly adv ■ She glared back rebelliously. ■ He re¬ 
sponded rebelliously. — re-bel-lious-ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

re*birth /ri'b 0 * 0 / noun, pi -births [count] 

1 : a period in which something becomes popular again after 
a long period of time when it was not popular — often + of • 
the rebirth of pop music ■ The war generated a rebirth ^reviv¬ 
al, renaissance] of patriotic feeling. 

2 : a period of new life, growth, or activity ■ the natural cycle 
of birth, death, and rebirth in plants ■ the rebirth [=revival, re¬ 
naissance] of the old shopping district ■ a spiritual rebirth 

re*boot /ri'bu:t/ verb -boots; -boot*ed; -boot-ing com¬ 
puters : to turn off a computer and then immediately turn it 
on [+ obj] She tried to reboot her computer after it froze. 
[no obf] After you install the software, you will have to re¬ 
boot. 

re*born /ri'boa-n/ adj : having new or stronger religious be¬ 
liefs ■ a reborn Christian 

be reborn : to be bom again : to become alive again after 
death ■ The phoenix is a mythical bird that is reborn from 
its own ashes. — often used figuratively to describe some¬ 
thing that becomes active or popular again ■ After years of 
renovations and improvements, the city has been reborn as 
a tourist destination. 

1 rewound /'ri:,baund/ noun, pi -bounds [count] 

1 : the act of bouncing back after hitting something ■ The 
fielder caught the ball on the rebound off the wall. [=caught 
the ball when it rebounded off the wall] 

2 : a ball, puck, etc., that bounces back after hitting some¬ 
thing ■ He caught/grabbed the rebound. 

3 basketball : the act of catching the ball after a shot has 
missed going in the basket ■ He led the league in rebounds 
last year. 

4 : an increase or improvement after a decrease or decline ■ 
There has been a recent rebound in stock prices. 

on the rebound 1 : sad and confused because a romantic 
relationship has recently ended ■ She refused to date him 
while he was still on the rebound. 2 chiefly US : getting 
better ■ His health is on the rebound. 

2 rebound verb -bounds; -bound*ed; -bounding 

1 [no obj] ; to bounce back off something after hitting it * 
The baseball rebounded off the wall. 

2 [no obj] : to increase or improve after a recent decrease or 
decline ■ Share prices are rebounding. ■ She rebounded quick¬ 
ly from the loss. ■ He is rebounding [recovering] from the in¬ 
jury well. 

3 basketball : to catch the ball after a shot has missed going 
in the basket [no obj] She is good at both shooting and re¬ 
bounding. [+ obj] He rebounded the ball and quickly passed 
it to a teammate. 

re*buff /n'bAf/ verb -buffs; -buffed; -buff-ing [+ obj] for¬ 
mal ; to refuse (something, such as an offer or suggestion) in 
a rude way ■ Our suggestion was immediately rebuffed. ■ The 
company rebuffed the bid. ■ She rebuffed him when he asked 
her for a date. 

— rebuff noun, pi -buffs [count] ■ Our suggestion was met 
with a sharp rebuff. 

re*build /ri'bild/ verb -builds; -built /ri'bilt/; -build-ing 


1 : to build (something) again after it has been damaged or 
destroyed [+ obj ] He rebuilt his house after it was destroyed 
by a fire, [no obj] They tried to rebuild after the earthquake. 

2 : to make important improvements or changes in (some¬ 
thing) [+ obj ] They are rebuilding [renovating, remodeling] 
an old house. ■ He is trying to rebuild [restore] his reputa¬ 
tion. ■ The new owner plans to rebuild the franchise, [no obj] 
The team is rebuilding after losing most of its top players. 

re*buke /n'bjuik/ verb -bukes; -buked; -buk-ing [+ obj] 
formal : to speak in an angiy and critical way to (someone) 

— often + for ■ She was rebuked [reprimanded] for being 
late. ■ The boss rebuked us for talking too much. 

— rebuke noun, pi -bukes [count] ■ He was stunned by the 
harsh rebuke from his father. 

re*bus /'riibas/ noun, pi -bus*es [count ]: a riddle or puzzle 
made up of letters, pictures, or symbols whose names sound 
like the parts or syllables of a word or phrase 
re*but /ri'bAt J verb -buts; -but-ted; -but-ting [+ obj] for¬ 
mal : to prove (something) is false by using arguments or ev¬ 
idence ■ Her lawyer attempted to rebut the witness’s testimo¬ 
ny. 

— re-but-tal /n'bAtl/ noun, pi -tals formal [count] Her re¬ 
port is a rebuttal of some common misconceptions. ■ In an 
angry rebuttal, the researchers claimed they were being un¬ 
fairly scrutinized, [noncount] He said in rebuttal that he 
hadn’t cheated. 

re*cal*ci*trant /n'kEelsatrant/ adj [more most ~] formal 
: stubbornly refusing to obey rules or orders ■ a recalcitrant 
prisoner 

— re-cal-ci-trance /n'kgelsatrans/ noun [noncount] 
1 re*call /n'ka:l /verb -calls; -called; -call-ing 

1 not used in progressive tenses, somewhat formal: to remem¬ 
ber (something) from the past [+ obj] She wanted to send 
him a letter but couldn’t recall his address. ■ I don’t recall 
what time they said they would be here. ■ It is important to 
recall that not very long ago cell phones did not exist. ■ From 
what I recall, I think the library is two blocks down on the 
left. ■ “The first time we met,” he recalled, “we got into a big 
argument." [no obj] As you may recall, we had agreed that 
decisions would require prior approval. ■ “What’s his ad¬ 
dress?” “I don’t recall .” 

2 [+ obj] a : to ask or order (someone) to return • The gov¬ 
ernment recalled the soldiers to active duty. = The soldiers 
were recalled to active duty. ■ The ambassador was recalled 
from abroad, b : to ask people to return (a product with a 
defect or problem) ■ The factory is recalling all the cars be¬ 
cause of a problem with the brakes. ■ Officials recalled two 
tons of contaminated meat today. 

3 not used in progressive tenses [+ obj] : to cause (something) 
to be thought of : to bring (an image, idea, etc.) into your 
mind ■ The old stone town hall recalls [=resembles ] a stone 
house from medieval Europe. • Seeing her again recalled 
memories of the happy times we spent together. 

2 re*call /'ri^kail/ noun, pi -calls 

1 [singular] : an official order for someone or something to 
return ■ They issued a recall of workers after the layoff. 

2 [count] : a request by a company for people to return a 
product that has a defect or problem ■ The factory has issued 
a recall of all cars with the defective brakes. ■ a beef recall 

3 [noncount] : the ability to remember what has been 
learned or experienced in the past ■ She did mental exercises 
meant to improve her recall. ■ He has total recall. [=the abili¬ 
ty to remember all the details of things exactly as they hap¬ 
pened] 

4 [singular] US : a way in which a public official may be re¬ 
moved from office by a special vote of the people ■ Many 
people are calling for a recall of the mayor. ■ a recall election 
beyond recall : impossible to bring back : not able to be 

brought back or remembered - Her youth was (gone) be¬ 
yond recall. (=her youth was gone and could not be 
brought back] ■ events that are now beyond recall 
re*cant /n'kjent/ verb -cants; -cant*ed; -cant-ing/omm/ 
: to publicly say that you no longer have an opinion or belief 
that you once had [no obj] Church officials asked the minis- 
ter/priest to recant. [+ obj] Witnesses threatened to recant 
their testimony when the court released their names to the 
paper. 

— re-can-ta-tion /.rk.kzen'teijan/ noun, pi -tions [count, 
noncount] 

re*cap /'ri^ksp/ verb -caps; -capped; -cap*ping : to give 
a brief summary of what has been done or said before [+ 
obj] At the end of the program, the announcer recapped the 
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day’s news. ■ Before we continue, let’s recap what we have 
done so far. [no obj ] Before we continue, let’s recap. 

— recap noun, pi -caps [count] ■ The article provides a 
short recap of recent political developments. • Before we 
continue, here’s a recap of what we have done so far. 

re-ca-pit-u-late /iriiko'pitfoileit/ verb -lates; -lat*ed; -lat- 
ing formal : to give a brief summary of something : recap 
[+ obj ] To recapitulate what was said earlier, we need to de¬ 
velop new ways to gain customers, [no obj ] We understood 
your point, there’s no need to recapitulate. 

— re*ca*pit-U‘la-tion /jri.ka^itfa'leijan/ noun, pi -tions 
[count] She provided a recapitulation [^summary] of events 
leading up to this point, [noncount] His speech was so 
complex that recapitulation is impossible. 

re-cap-ture /ri'kaeptf;*/ verb -tures; -tured; -tuning [+ 

obj] 

1 : to catch (someone or something that has escaped) ■ The 
guards recaptured the escaped prisoner. 

2 : to gain control of (a place or position) again after losing it 

■ The soldiers recaptured the hill they had lost the day before. 

■ In the final lap of the race, he recaptured the lead. 

3 : to experience or bring back (a feeling, quality, or situa¬ 
tion) again • They are trying to recapture those happy times 
they had together. ■ The documentary recaptures the social 
tensions of the 1960s. 

— recapture noun [noncount] > The escaped prisoners have 
so far avoided recapture. 

re-cast /ri'kaest, Brit ri'ka:st/ verb -casts; -cast; -cast-ing 

[+ obj] 

1 a : to change the actors in (a play, movie, or television 
show) ■ The director decided to recast the movie with un¬ 
knowns. b : to give a new role to (an actor) ■ When she quit 
the movie, I was recast in the leading role. ■ The director re¬ 
cast some of the actors in the play. 

2 : to present (something) in a different way ■ You should re¬ 
cast the last sentence in your essay to make it clearer. ■ He re¬ 
cast his political image to fit the times. 

rec-ce /'rcki/ noun, pi -ces [count, noncount] Brit, infonnal 
: RECONNAISSANCE 

rec’d abbr received > your letter rec’d March 3 
re-cede /n*si:d/ verb -cedes; -ced>ed; -ced-ing [no obj] 

1 : to move away gradually ■ The floodwaters slowly reced¬ 
ed. ■ I felt sad as I watched the ship recede from view. 

2 : to become smaller or weaker ■ We listened as the sound 
of the sirens receded [-faded] into the distance. ■ The pain 
from my headache slowly began to recede. 

3 ^ If your hair is receding , you are gradually losing the hair 
that is at the front of your head. ■ His hair started receding 
when he was in his thirties. ■ He has a receding hairline. 

4 ^ A receding chin/forehead is a chin/forehead that slants 
backward. 

re-ceipt /n'si:t/ noun, pi -ceipts 

1 [count] : a piece of paper on which the things that you buy 
or the services that you pay for are listed with the total 
amount paid and the prices for each • Keep your receipt in 
case you need to return anything. 

2 [noncount] formal : the act of receiving something ■ The 
form should be completed and returned within 30 days of re¬ 
ceipt. > Open immediately upon/on receipt of the package. ■ I 
am in receipt of your instructions. [=1 have received your in¬ 
structions] 

3 receipts [plural] : money that a business, bank, or govern¬ 
ment receives ■ Our company deposits cash receipts every 
day. 

re-ceiv-able /ri'siivabal/ adj, always used after a noun, busi¬ 
ness : not yet paid ■ accounts receivable [=the amounts of 
money that people and (other) businesses owe you] 
re-ceiv-ables /ri'si.vabalz/ noun [plural] business : the 
amounts of money that other people and businesses owe you 

■ Our receivables are down this quarter. 
re-ceive /n'si v/ verb -ceives; -ceived; -ceiv-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to get or be given (something) > You will be 
charged a late fee if the electric company does not receive 
your payment on time. ■ I received a letter/call from her yes¬ 
terday. > You will receive a discount if you spend over $100. ■ 
This spring he’ll receive [=be awarded] his PhD in physics. 

2 [+ obj] : to react to (something) in a specified way ■ She re¬ 
ceived the news of his death with remarkable calmness. — 
often used as (be) received ■ Her new book was well/poorly 
received by the critics. [=the critics liked/disliked her new 
book] > The results of the study were received with consider¬ 
able skepticism. 


3 [+ obj] formal : to welcome (someone) in usually a formal 
way ■ The ambassador received [^greeted] his guests as they 
arrived at the party. 

4 [+ obj] : to accept (someone) as a member of an organiza¬ 
tion, church, etc. — + into ■ She was received into the 
church/university. 

5 [+ obj] a ; to suffer (an injury) • He received [=got] a bro¬ 
ken nose when he slipped and fell on the ice. b ; to be given 
(a punishment) ■ She received a heavy sentence from the 
judge. 

6 [+ obj] : to experience or take (a medical treatment) ■ He 
receives an injection once a week to treat his allergies. > Only 
one of the patients receiving the new treatment is experienc¬ 
ing bad side effects. ■ He received a kidney transplant. 

7 [+ obj] a : to get (signals that are sent to a television, ra¬ 
dio, etc.) ■ We were unable to receive the broadcast. > A satel¬ 
lite receives the signals and then sends them back to earth, 
b : to be able to hear (someone who is talking to you on a ra¬ 
dio) • I’m receiving you loud and clear. 

8 American football: to be the player or team to which the 
ball is kicked when play begins [no obj] They won the coin 
toss and chose to receive. [+ obj] They chose to receive the 
kickoff. 

9 [+ obj] law : to buy or take (goods that have been stolen) il¬ 
legally ■ He was found guilty of receiving stolen goods. 
on/at the receiving end If you are on/at the receiving end 

of something bad or unpleasant, you are the person it is di¬ 
rected at. ■ It’s not often that I find myself on the receiving 
end of such insults. 

received adj, always used before a noun, formal: widely ac¬ 
cepted ■ What was radical thinking in times past has become 
received wisdom today. 

Received Pronunciation noun [noncount] : the British 
pronunciation of words that is based on the speech of edu¬ 
cated people and is sometimes considered to be the standard 
pronunciation — abbr. RP 
re-ceiv-er /ri'siiv^/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : the part of a telephone that you pick up and hold near 
your face when you are making or receiving a phone call ■ 
She angrily slammed down the phone’s receiver. 

2 : radio or television equipment that changes signals into 
sound and pictures ■ a satellite receiver 

3 American football : a player who catches passes thrown by 
the quarterback — see also WIDE receiver 

4 law ; a person who is chosen to take control of a bankrupt 
business or its property • She was listed as the receiver in the 
bankruptcy proceedings. 

5 law : a person who buys or takes goods knowing that they 
have been stolen ■ a receiver of stolen property 

re-ceiv-er-ship /n'skva^fip/ noun [noncount] law : the 
state of a business that has been placed under the control of 
a receiver because it is bankrupt ■ Years of financial difficul¬ 
ty eventually placed the company into receivership. 
receiving line noun, pi ~ lines [count] us : a group of 
family members and friends who stand in line at a wedding, 
funeral, or other formal occasion to welcome or greet guests 
and receive their good wishes, their sympathy, etc. 
re-cent /'ri:spt/ adi [more most —] : happening or begin¬ 
ning not long ago • Recent events have brought attention to 
the problem. - I usually watch that show every week, but I 
missed the most recent episode. ■ Medical science has made 
amazing progress in recent decades/years. • She’s a recent col¬ 
lege graduate. [=she graduated from college a short time ago] 
■ The change was recent. ■ That was the biggest earthquake in 
recent history/memory. 

re-cent-ly /'ri.sptli/ adv [more most ~] : during the peri¬ 

od of time that has just passed : not long ago ■ She recently 
graduated from college. • I was going to paint the room 
white, but more recently I’ve been considering a light blue. • I 
saw him recently for the first time in many years. > Only re¬ 
cently did they decide to move. • Until recently I had no idea 
where I would end up finding a job. 
re-cep-ta-cle /ri'septikal/ noun, pi -ta-cles [count] 

1 formal : a container that is used to hold something > She 
used the box as a receptacle for her jewelry. > a trash recepta¬ 
cle — sometimes used figuratively ■ He became a receptacle 
for his father’s love and kindness. 

2 US: a. device into which an electric cord can be plugged in 
order to provide electricity for a lamp, television, etc. ■ an 
electrical receptacle [= outlet ] 

re-CeP-tion /n'sep/an/ noun, pi -tions 
i [count] : the kind of welcome that someone or something 
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is given — usually singular ■ The performers did not get the 
warm reception they had hoped for. ■ His suggestion was giv¬ 
en a cool reception. [=people were not enthusiastic about his 
suggestion] 

2 [count] : a social gathering to celebrate something or to 
welcome someone ■ The school held a reception for the new 
students and their families. ■ a wedding reception 

3 [noncount] : the act or process of receiving, welcoming, or 
accepting something or someone ■ He decided to run for a 
seat on the school committee only a year after his reception 
into the community. ■ Her job is to deal with the reception of 
donations. 

4 [ noncount ] — used to describe how well or badly a radio, 
television, etc., is able to receive signals ■ Our TV gets poor 
reception because of all the trees around the house. ■ My cell 
phone reception is terrible. 

5 [ noncount ] : a desk or area in a hotel, office building, etc., 
where visitors first go after entering ■ Check in at reception 
when you arrive. = Check in at the reception desk when you 
arrive. ■ I waited in the reception area. [=lobby] 

6 [count] American football : the act of catching a forward 
pass ■ He had three receptions [=he caught three passes] in to¬ 
day’s game. 

reception class noun, pi ~ classes [count] Brit : a class 
for young children who are just starting to go to school 
re*cep*tion*iSt /ri'sep/siust/ noun, pi -Ists [count] : a per¬ 
son whose job is to deal with the people who call or enter an 
office, hotel, etc. 

reception room noun, pi ~ rooms [count] Brit : a room 
in a house (such as a living room) that is used for sitting and 
not for cooking, sleeping, etc. ■ For sale: house with 2 bed¬ 
rooms, 1 bathroom, and 2 reception rooms. 
re*cep*tive/n'sEptiv/ adj [more —; most ~]: willing to lis¬ 
ten to or accept ideas, suggestions, etc. ■ I was happy to be 
speaking before such a receptive audience. — often + to • He 
was receptive to the idea of going back to school. 

— re-cep-tive-ness noun [noncount] • He was pleased by 
the receptiveness of the audience. — re-cep-tlv-i-ty 
/iriiisep'tivdti/ noun [noncount] • the audience’s receptivity 
to his theories 

re*cep«tor /n'septa 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] biology : a nerve 
ending that senses changes in light, temperature, pressure, 
etc., and causes the body to react in a particular way 
1 re-cess /'rinses/ noun, pi -cess-es 

1 [noncount] US : a short period of time during the school 
day when children can play ■ The students play outside after 
lunch and at/during recess. * Do you have morning recess' ? 

— called also (Brit) playtime 

2 : a usually brief period of time during which regular activ¬ 
ity in a court of law or in a government stops [count] The 
judge called for a recess [=break] for lunch. ■ The Senate de¬ 
bates will continue after the August recess, [noncount] The 
Senate wanted to vote on the bill before recess. 

3 [count] : a dark, hidden place or part — usually plural; of¬ 
ten + of a the dark recesses of the forest ■ He buried the mem¬ 
ory in the deepest recesses o/his mind. 

4 [count] : a part of a wall that is set back from the rest of the 
wall 

2 recess verb -cesses; -cessed; -cess-ing US ; to stop 
regular activity in a court of law or in a government for a 
usually short period of time [no obj] The trial recessed for 
the holidays. [+ obj] The judge decided to recess the trial for 
the holidays. 

recessed adj : set back into a wall or ceiling ■ The shelf is 
recessed into the wall. ■ The room has recessed lights/lighting. 
■ recessed shelves 

re*ces«Sion /n'sejan/ noun, pi -sions 

1 : a period of time in which there is a decrease in economic 
activity and many people do not have jobs [count] Many 
people lost their jobs during the recent recession. • an eco¬ 
nomic recession [noncount] The economy is in deep reces¬ 
sion. * The President helped pull the country out of recession. 

2 [noncount] formal : the act of moving back or away slowly 
: the act of receding ■ the recession of the floodwaters 

re-ces-sion-ary /r^seja.neri, Brit n'se/snri/ adj : of or re¬ 
lating to an economic recession ■ in these recessionary times 
re*ceS'Sive /ii'sesiv/ adj, biology : causing or relating to a 
characteristic or condition that a child will have only if both 
of the child’s parents have it ■ recessive genes ■ Red hair is a 
recessive trait. = Red hair is recessive. — opposite dominant 
re«charge /ri’tfaacfe/ verb -charges; -charged; -charg¬ 
ing 


1 : to refill (a battery) with electricity [+ obj] When the com¬ 
puter beeps, you need to recharge the battery, [no obj] It 
takes about an hour for the battery to recharge. 

2 [no obj] : to regain your energy and strength ■ Take a break 
to give yourself time to recharge. 

recharge your batteries informal: to rest and relax in or¬ 
der to regain your energy and strength ■ We took a nap af¬ 
ter work to recharge our batteries before going out dancing. 

— re-charge-able adj * rechargeable batteries 
re-charg*er /ri'tfa&dsa'/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a machine 

that recharges batteries ■ The digital camera has a built-in re¬ 
charger. 

re-cher*che /rajea^jei, Brit ra'/cajei/ adj [more —; most 
~] formal : unusual and not understood by most people ■ 
recherche references 

re*cid*i*vlst /ri'sidsvist/ noun, pi -vlsts [count] formal : a 
person who continues to commit crimes even after being 
caught and punished 

— re-cid-i-vlsm /ri'sids.vizgm/ noun [noncount] ■ We hope 
the new program will lower recidivism rates. 

rec*i«pe /resapi/ noun, pi -pes [count] 

1 : a set of instructions for making food ■ The recipe calls for 
fresh thyme. ■ I didn’t read the recipe carefully. ■ This is one 
of my grandmother’s recipes. • a recipe book [=cookbook] — 
often + for * a recipe for beef stew 

2 : a way of doing something that will produce a particular 
result — + for • He says he has an infallible recipe for success. 

■ “She’s planning to do the plumbing herself." “That’s a reci¬ 
pe for disaster .” [=that will result in disaster] 

re*cip«l«ent /ri'sipijant/ noun, pi -ents [count] formal : a 
person who receives something ■ welfare recipients — often 
+ of • She is the recipient of many honors. [=she has received 
many honors] 

re«clp*rO«cal /ri'siprakal/ adj — used to describe a rela¬ 
tionship in which two people or groups agree to do some¬ 
thing similar for each other, to allow each other to have the 
same rights, etc. • a reciprocal trade agreement between two 
countries ■ a reciprocal exchange of information ■ The plan 
will only work if both sides fulfill their reciprocal [=mutuaf] 
obligations. 

— re-clp-ro-cal-ly /ri'siprskli/ adv 
re-cip-ro-cate /r^sipra.keit/ verb -cates; -cat«ed; -eat¬ 
ing 

1 a : to do (something) for or to someone who has done 
something similar for or to you [no obj] She was harshly 
criticized, but she did not defend herself or reciprocate in 
any way. [=she did not criticize the people who criticized 
her] [+ obj] They appreciated her kindness but were not 
ready to reciprocate the gesture, b [+ obj] : to have (a feel¬ 
ing) for someone who has the same feeling for you ■ It broke 
his heart to learn that his love was not reciprocated. [=that 
the person he loved did not love him] 

2 [no obj] technical : to move back and forth again and again 

■ a reciprocating saw 

— re-clp-ro-ca-tion /r^sipra'keijan/ noun [noncount] 
reC‘i«prOC-l-ty /,rEsa'pra:sati/ noun [noncount] formal : a 

situation or relationship in which two people or groups agree 
to do something similar for each other, to allow each other 
to have the same rights, etc. : a reciprocal arrangement or 
relationship ■ The proposal calls for reciprocity in trade rela¬ 
tions. 

re*clt*al /n*saitl/ noun, pi -als [count] 

1 : a dance or musical performance ■ piano recitals • a dance 
recital 

2 : the act of reading something out loud or saying some¬ 
thing from memory usually for an audience ■ a poetry recital 

— often + of* He gave a recital o/his own poems before a 
large group of students. 

3 : a long description or list that includes many things — of¬ 
ten + of* Her speech was actually just a long recital of names, 
places, and dates. 

rec-i*ta*tlon Aresa'teijan/ noun, pi -tions : the act of recit¬ 
ing something: such as a : the act of saying or repeating 
something out loud for an audience [noncount] the recita¬ 
tion of poetry/prayers [count] a poetry recitation b [count] 
: the act of describing or listing many things in a series — of¬ 
ten + of* a recitation of our successes and failures ■ diy recita¬ 
tions of statistics 

rec«i*ta*tive /,res9t9 a ti:v/ noun, pi -tives music : a passage 
in vocal music (such as an opera) in which the words are 
sung in a way that resembles speech [count] the second reci¬ 
tative of Act II [noncount] The opera made use of recitative. 
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re-cite /n'sait/ verb -cites; -cit-ed; -cit-ing 

1 : to read (something) out loud or say (something) from 
memory usually for an audience [+ obj] He recited the po¬ 
em/passage with great feeling, [no obj ] He began to recite 
from the Koran. 

2 [+ obj] : to say or describe (a series or list of things • He 
can easily recite all the facts about any player on the team. 

reck*less /'reklas/ adj [more most — ] : not showing 
proper concern about the possible bad results of your ac¬ 
tions ■ He is a wild and reckless young man. ■ She has gotten 
two tickets for reckless driving . [=driving a car in a danger¬ 
ous manner] ■ He showed a reckless disregard for the safety 
of others. ■ He spends money with reckless abandon. 

— reck-less-ly adv ■ They recklessly threw themselves into 
battle. — reck-less-ness noun [noncount ] ■ financial 
recklessness 

reck*on /'rekan/ verb -ons; -oned; -on-ing [+ obj ] 

1 informal : to think or suppose (something) : to believe that 
(something) is true or possible ■ I reckon that we’ll have to 
leave early. ■ Do you reckon you’ll be able to go to the gro¬ 
cery store after work? ■ We’ll have to leave early, I reckon. ■ 
“Do you think it will rain?” "(I) Reckon so.” [=1 think it will] 

2 : to calculate or guess (an amount, number, value, etc.) 
: to have or form a general idea about (something) ■ They 
reckoned that they would reach their destination by noon. * I 
reckon [-estimate] the height of the building to be 70 feet. ■ 
Losses were reckoned to be over a million dollars. 

3 : to think of (someone or something) as being something 
specified — usually used as (be) reckoned ■ She was reckoned 
[considered] to be among the group’s leaders. = She was 
reckoned as one of the group’s leaders. 

reckon on [phrasal verb] reckon on (something) : to expect 
(something) to happen : to plan on (something) ■ The train 
was an hour late, which was something we hadn’t reckoned 
on. • She reckoned on winning the election. [=she expected 
to win the election] 

reckon up [phrasal verb] reckon up (something) or reckon 
(something) up chiefly Brit : to calculate the total number 
or amount of (something) • He reckoned up the bill. 
reckon with [phrasal verb] 1 reckon with (something) : to 
consider or think about (something) when you are making 
plans ■ They hadn’t reckoned with all the paperwork that 
went along with buying a new house. 2 reckon with 
(someone or something) : to deal with (someone or some¬ 
thing that can cause problems or trouble) ■ Anyone who 
tries to change the system will have to reckon with me. = 
Anyone who tries to change the system will have me to 
reckon with. [=1 will oppose/fight anyone who tries to 
change the system] A If you are a person/force to be reck¬ 
oned with or a person/force to reckon with, you are some¬ 
one who is strong and cannot be ignored. • When he won 
his first three matches, the other players realized that he 
was aforce/man to be reckoned with, 
reckon without [phrasal verb] reckon without (something or 
someone) chiefly Brit : to fail to consider (something or 
someone) when making plans ■ They thought they could 
defeat him, but they reckoned without his determination, 
reckoning noun 

1 [noncount] : the act of calculating the amount of some¬ 
thing ■ I was more than $10 off in my reckoning. • By my 
reckoning [=by my calculations], he should be in his 80s by 
now. 

2 a [noncount] : the time when your actions are judged as 
good or bad and you are rewarded or punished ■ When the 
day of reckoning comes, we will have to face some unpleas¬ 
ant truths, b [count] : the act of judging something — usu¬ 
ally singular ■ In the final reckoning her earliest books are 
the best. 

3 [noncount] Brit : the group of people or things that are 
considered likely to win or be successful ■ Our football team 
hardly comes into the reckoning. ■ Because of his injury, he 
is out of the reckoning. • The team is still in the reckoning. 

re*claim /n'kleim/ verb -claims; -claimed; -claim-ing [+ 
obj] 

1 : to get back (something that was lost or taken away) ■ 
Sons and daughters are proudly reclaiming the traditions 
that their parents had forgotten. ■ She reclaimed the title of 
world champion this year. ■ You might be able to reclaim 
some of the money you contributed. 

2 : to make (land) available for use by changing its condition 
■ Environmental groups have been reclaiming contaminated 
sites. ■ Acres of land were reclaimed by conservationists. ■ re¬ 
claimed swampland 


3 : to get (a usable material) from materials that have been 
used before ■ The factory reclaims fibers from textile wastes. 
■ These bottles were made from reclaimed [=(more common¬ 
ly) recycled] plastic. 

— rec*la*ma*tion /jrekla'meijan/ noun [ noncount ] ■ land 
reclamation 

re-cline /n'klain/ verb -dines; -dined; -diming 

1 [no obj] formal : to sit back or lie down in a relaxed man¬ 
ner ■ She was reclining on the sofa, watching TV. 

2 : to lean backward [no obj] Does that chair recline ? ■ The 
theater has reclining seats. [+ obj] He reclined his seat so that 
he could nap more comfortably. 

re*clin*er /n'klaina 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a comfortable 
chair which has a back that can lean back at an angle — see 
picture at living room 

re*cluse /'rCikluis, Brit n'klu:s/ noun, pi -cluses [count] : a 
person who lives alone and avoids other people ■ My neigh¬ 
bor is a recluse —I only see him about once a year. 

— re*clu*sive /ri'kluisiv/ adj [more —; most ~] ■ my reclu¬ 
sive neighbor ■ a reclusive lifestyle 

rec*oq«ni«tion Arekig'nijan/ noun 

1 a : the act of accepting that something is true or important 
or that it exists [noncount] The procedure is gaining recogni¬ 
tion as the latest advance in organ transplant surgery. ■ The 
Olympic Committee gave official/formal recognition to the 
sport, [singular] His smile was a recognition that things were 
not so bad. b [noncount] : the act of accepting someone or 
something as having legal or official authority — often + of m 
the recognition of the territory as a state * They demand legal 
recognition of their rights. 

2 [noncount] : the act of knowing who or what someone or 
something is because of previous knowledge or experience ■ 
She somehow escaped recognition. [=she was not recognized; 
no one knew who she was when they saw her] ■ The renova¬ 
tions changed the house beyond (all) recognition. [=changed 
the house so much that it looked completely different and 
could not be recognized as the same house] 

3 [noncount] : special attention or notice especially by the 
public for someone’s work or actions ■ Her paintings re¬ 
ceived recognition from her fellow artists. • All she wanted 
was some recognition for her work. ■ He finally received the 
recognition that he deserved. ■ They were awarded medals in 
recognition of their bravery. 

4 [noncount] computers : the ability of a computer to under¬ 
stand and process human speech or writing ■ speech/voice/ 
handwriting recognition 

re*COg*ni*zance /ri'kaignazans/ noun [noncount] US, law 
: a legal promise made by someone before a court of law 
that must be kept to avoid being punished • He was released 
on his own recognizance. [=he promised to do what the 
court wanted him to do and the court let him go] 
rec»oq«nize also Brit rec*og*nise /'rekig.naiz/ verb -niz- 
es; -nized; -niz-ing [+ obj] 

1 not used in progressive tenses : to know and remember 
(someone or something) because of previous knowledge or 
experience ■ I didn’t recognize you at first with your new 
haircut. ■ I can always recognize him from far away by/from 
the way he walks. ■ They recognized the odor at once. 

2 : to accept or be aware that (something) is true or exists ■ 
It’s important to recognize [=be aware of] your own faults. ■ 
They started talking and quickly recognized [= realized] how 
much they had in common. 

3 : to accept and approve of (something) as having legal or 
official authority ■ The U.S. government has now recognized 
the newly formed country. ■ They refused to recognize the 
treaty. 

4 : to think of (someone or something) as being something 
specified ■ The institute is an internationally recognized au¬ 
thority on eye surgery. ■ Walt Whitman is recognized as one 
of America’s great poets. 

5 : to publicly give special attention or notice to (someone 
or something) • They recognized her years of service with a 
special award. ■ We want to find an appropriate way to recog¬ 
nize his achievements. 

— rec-og-niz-able also Brit rec*og*nis*able /'rekig- 
,naiz3bal/ adj [more most ~] ■ She has one of the most 
recognizable faces in the movie industry. ■ The bird is 
easily recognizable because of its bright red feathers. 
- rec-og-niz-ably also Brit rec*og*nis*ably /'rekig- 
,naizabli/ adv 9 recognizably different versions 

1 re*COil /ri'kojal/ verb -coils; -coiled; -coil-ing [no obj] 
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1 : to quickly move away from something that is shocking, 
frightening, or disgusting : to react to something with shock 
or fear ■ We recoiled in horror at the sight of his wounded 
arm. ■ He recoiled from her touch. — often used figuratively 

■ We recoiled at the prospect of having to spend that much 
money to fix the car. 

2 of a gun : to move back suddenly when fired - The rifle re¬ 
coiled and bruised my shoulder. 

2 re-coil /'ri^kojal/ noun [singular] : the sudden backward 
movement of a gun that happens when the gun is fired ■ The 
gun has a sharp recoil. 

rec-ol-lect /.reka’lckt/ verb -lects. -lect-ed; -lect-ing [+ 

obj\ : to remember (something) • I’ve been trying to recollect 
what happened. ■ I don’t recollect telling him anything, but 
maybe I did. ■ She couldn’t recollect who had mentioned his 
name in the first place. ■ From what I recollect, they said four 
of them were coming. 

rec-ol-lec-tion ^rcka'lekjan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : the act of remembering something or the abil¬ 
ity to remember something ■ Her recollection of the accident 
is very different from mine. ■ To the best of my recollection 
[=from what I can remember], I only met them once. 

2 [count] : something from the past that is remembered 
: memory ■ She has only a vague recollection of her seventh 
birthday party. ■ His novel is largely based on his own recol¬ 
lections of his childhood in the inner city. ■ He says he has no 
recollection of what happened. [=he doesn’t remember what 
happened] 

re-com-mence /.riika'mens/ verb -menc-es; -menced; 
-menc-ing formal : to begin (something) again after stop¬ 
ping [+ obj] The countries agreed to recommence the peace 
talks, [no obj ] Production will recommence in early fall. 

rec-orn-mend ^reka'mend/ verb -mends; -mend«ed; 
-mend-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to say that (someone or something) is good and deserves 
to be chosen • A friend recommended this restaurant. ■ I can’t 
decide between the lasagna and the salmon. Which do you 
recommend ? ■ They recommended her for a promotion after 
only two years. - The film is recommended to anyone who 
liked her earlier movies. 

2 : to suggest that someone do (something) ■ It is strongly 
recommended that you change the oil in your car every 5,000 
miles. ■ Take only the recommended dose of cough syrup. ■ I 
recommend [^suggest] getting to the theater an hour early to 
be sure you get tickets. = I recommend that you get to the 
theater an hour early. ■ You may decide to pursue the matter 
in court, but I wouldn’t recommend it. 

3 : to make (something or someone) seem attractive or good 

■ As a vacation destination, the area has much to recommend 
it. [=there are many things that make it a good vacation des¬ 
tination] • He has little/nothing to recommend him as a polit¬ 
ical candidate. [=he has little/nothing that suggests he would 
be an attractive or successful candidate] 

rec-om-men-da-tion /^ckaman’deijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : the act of saying that someone or something is 
good and deserves to be chosen ■ My boss wrote me a glow¬ 
ing letter of recommendation. ■ We picked this restaurant on 
his recommendation. [=because he recommended it] ■ Em¬ 
ployees are frequently hired on the recommendation of a 
friend in the company. 

2 [count] : a suggestion about what should be done - The re¬ 
port made very specific recommendations for policy reform. 

■ He rejected his doctor’s recommendation [-advice] that he 
work less and exercise more. • The committee's recommen > 
dation to hire a new director has been well received. 

3 [count] chiefly US : a formal letter that explains why a per¬ 
son is appropriate or qualified for a particular job, school, 
etc. • The application requires two written recommendations, 
preferences] 

1 rec-om-pense /'rekan^pens/ noun, formal : something 
that is given to or done to thank or reward someone or to 
pay someone for loss or suffering [singular] He is asking for 
a just/fair recompense for the work he’s done, [noncount] 
She is seeking recompense [compensation] for medical fees. 

■ He received $10,000 in recompense for his injuries. 
Recompense verb -pens«es; -pensed; -pens-ing [+ obj] 

formal : to give something (such as money) to (someone) as 
a reward or as a payment for loss or suffering • The company 
has agreed to recompense [=(more commonly) compensate] 
her for the injuries she sustained on the job. 
re-COn /'fv^Via'.n/ noun, pi -cons [count, noncount] US, infor¬ 
mal l RECONNAISSANCE 


rec-on-cile /'reksn^ajal/ verb -ciles; -ciled; -cil-ing./ 0 r- 
mal 

1 [+ obj] : to find a way of making (two different ideas, facts, 
etc.) exist or be true at the same time ■ I’m afraid her story 
cannot be reconciled with the proven facts, [=her story must 
be false because it does not agree with the proven facts] ■ 
You’ll need to reconcile [=settle] your differences with her. ■ 
It can be difficult to reconcile your ideals with reality. 

2 : to cause people or groups to become friendly again after 
an argument or disagreement [+ obj] His attempt to recon¬ 
cile his friends (with each other) was unsuccessful. — often 
used as (be) reconciled ■ After many years, they are finally 
reconciled (with each other). [=they are friendly again] [no 
obj] We will never reconcile. • After many years, they finally 
reconciled (with each other). 

reconcile to [phrasal verb] reconcile (someone) to (some¬ 
thing) : to cause (someone) to accept (something unpleas¬ 
ant) - He eventually became reconciled to his position in 
life. ■ I reconciled myself to the loss. 

— rec-on-cil-able /^rekan'sailabal/ adj ■ Your theory is eas¬ 
ily reconcilable with our results. 

rec-on-cil-i-a-tion ArekangSili'eiJan/ noun, pi -tions for¬ 
mal 

1 : the act of causing two people or groups to become 
friendly again after an argument or disagreement [non¬ 
count] Signing the trade agreement was praised as an act of 
reconciliation between the two countries, [count] He con¬ 
tacted us in hopes of a reconciliation. 

2 : the process of finding a way to make two different ideas, 
facts, etc., exist or be true at the same time [noncount] The 
differences in their philosophies are beyond reconciliation. 
[=cannot be reconciled] [count] a reconciliation of opposing 
views 

re-COn-dite /'rekan^ait/ adj, formal : not understood or 
known by many people - a recondite subject/fact 
re-con-di-tion Ariikan'dijan/ verb -tions; -tioned; -tion- 
ing [+ obj ] : to return (something) to good condition by re¬ 
pairing it, cleaning it, or replacing parts ■ He reconditioned 
the old car. • a reconditioned engine 
re-COn-fig-ure Ariikan'figjas Brit (riikan'figd/ verb -ures; 
-ured; -ur*ing [+ obj] : to change the way (something) is ar¬ 
ranged or prepared for a particular purpose ■ We reconfig¬ 
ured the floor space to make it easier to work in. - The net¬ 
work has been reconfigured. 

re-con-nais-sance /n'kcr.nazans/ noun, pi -sanc-es 

: military activity in which soldiers, airplanes, etc., are sent 
to find out information about an enemy [noncount] There 
are two helicopters available for reconnaissance. - reconnais¬ 
sance missions/aircraft [count] They did/conducted a recon¬ 
naissance of the enemy’s position, 
re-con-noi-ter (US) or Brit re-con-noi-tre /.rkka'noitay 
verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing : to go to (a place or area) in or¬ 
der to find out information about a military enemy : to do a 
reconnaissance of (a place) [+ obj] An expedition reconnoi- 
tered the coast to find out the exact location of enemy forces. 
[no obj] They were sent ahead to reconnoiter. 
re-con-sid-er /.rkkan'sidfr/ verb -ers; -ered; -er-ing : to 
think carefully about (someone or something) again espe¬ 
cially in order to change a choice or decision you have al¬ 
ready made [+ obj] She refused to reconsider her decision 
not to loan us the money. • Local opposition has forced the 
company to reconsider building a new warehouse here, [no 
obj] We hope you will reconsider. 

— re-con-sid-er-a-tion /^iikan^ida'reijan/ noun, pi 
-tions [count, noncount] ■ The plan was sent back to the 
board for reconsideration. 

re-COn-Sti-tute /ri'kainsta^uit, Brit ri'kDnst3,tju:t/ verb 

-tutes; -tut-ed; -tut-ing [+ obj] 

1 formal : to form (an organization or group) again in a dif¬ 
ferent way ■ They have plans to reconstitute the bankrupt 
company. ■ a newly reconstituted committee 

2 technical : to return (something, such as dried food) to a 
former state by adding water ■ reconstituted potatoes 

— re-con-sti-tu-tion /rukainsta'tuijan, Brit 

ri,kDnst3*tju;j3n/ noun [noncount] 

re-con-struct /.riikan'strAkt/ verb -structs; -struct-ed; 
-struct-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to build (something damaged or destroyed) again ■ After 
the earthquake, many houses needed to be reconstructed. ■ 
Archaeologists were able to reconstruct most of the ancient 
village from their findings. 
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2 : to find out and describe or show the way an event or se¬ 
ries of events happened ■ They are attempting to reconstruct 
the events that led to the bridge’s collapse. ■ Police recon¬ 
structed the crime. 

re*COn*StruC*tion Ariikan'strAkJan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : the act or process of building something that 
was damaged or destroyed again ■ the reconstruction of the 
dam 

2 [noncount] : the process of putting something (such as a 
country) back into a good condition ■ the reconstruction of 
postwar Europe ■ reconstruction of the health-care system 

3 : a process in which an event or series of events is carefully 
examined in order to find out or show exactly what hap¬ 
pened [noncount] They were able to determine the cause of 
the accident by careful reconstruction of the events leading 
up to it. [count] The police staged a reconstruction of the 
crime/accident. 

4 or Reconstruction [noncount] US : the period from 1867 
to 1877 when the southern states joined the northern states 
again after the American Civil War 

re-con-struc-tive Arkkgn'strAktiv/ adj, medical: done on 
a body part to return it to a former shape or to change the 
way that it looks ■ a reconstructive operation • His face was 
badly damaged and will require reconstructive surgery. 
re-COfl-vene /iri:k9n*vi:n/ verb -venes; -vened; -ven-ing 

1 [no obj] : to meet again after a break ■ Congress/Parlia¬ 
ment will reconvene after the holiday. 

2 [+ obj] : to cause (a group of people) to meet again after a 
break ■ The association reconvened the conference every 
three years. 

1 rec»ord /*rekad/ noun, pi -ords [count] 

1 : an official written document that gives proof of some¬ 
thing or tells about past events ■ There is no record of their 
first meeting. ■ Please submit your school records [=an offi¬ 
cial list of your classes, grades, etc.] with your application. ■ 
dental/medical/financial/court records • Unfortunately, 
there is no record of the transaction. ■ keep/maintain (good) 
records 

2 a — used to talk about the things that someone or some¬ 
thing has done in the past ■ The candidate has a strong envi¬ 
ronmental record. [=has a history of voting for laws, support¬ 
ing projects, etc., that help the environment] ■ a voting record 

■ She has a good driving record. [=she has not had any car ac¬ 
cidents, traffic tickets, etc.] ■ The company has a perfect 
safety record. [=the company has had no accidents, injuries, 
etc.] ■ The team had a losing/winning record last season. 
[=the team lost/won most of the games it played last season] 
— see also track record b : criminal record • The 
defendant does not have a record. [=has not been arrested in 
the past for a crime] 

3 : a performance or achievement that is the best of its kind 
• a new record for the high jump ■ He broke the record for the 
high jump. [=he jumped higher than anyone else had ever 
jumped] * She set a record for the most sales in the history of 
the company. [=she made more sales for the company than 
anyone else ever had] ■ He holds the world/Olympic record 
for the shot put. [=he has thrown the shot put farther than 
anyone else in the world/Olympics] ■ She holds the (team/ 
school’s) record for the most strikeouts in a game. 

4 a : a flat, round disc on which sound or music is recorded 

■ He has a collection of old records. ■ play a record — some¬ 
times used figuratively ■ He sounds like a broken record. 
[=he keeps saying the same thing over and over again] b : a 
musical recording on a record, CD, etc. ■ Have you heard the 
band’s latest record ? ■ a hit record [=a record or CD that is 
very popular and sells many copies] — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ an independent record label/company [=a com¬ 
pany that produces musical recordings] ■ She just signed her 
first record [=(more commonly) recording] contract. 

a matter of record see ‘matfer 

for the record 1 — used to indicate that a statement will 
be written down in an official record ■ The judge asked her 
to state her name for the record. 2 — used to indicate that 
you are making a statement which is important and should 
be remembered ■ I’ll do what you want, but (just) for the 
record , I don’t think this is a good idea. 
off the record — used to describe a statement that is not of¬ 
ficial and should not be repeated or made public by being 
used in a newspaper, magazine, etc. ■ Government officials 
did speak to reporters, but only off the record. [=the report¬ 
ers were not allowed to publish the things the officials said] 
• Her remarks were strictly off the record. • Off the record , I 
don’t think he has any real chance of winning. 


of record formal 1 : having an official status • his attorney 
of record • the company’s shareholders of record 2 : re¬ 
garded as an accurate and trusted source of information ■ 
a newspaper of record 

on record 1 — used to indicate that someone is making or 
has made an official or public statement ■ She is on record 
as supporting the program. [=she has publicly stated that 
she supports the program] ■ The judge’s opinion is on 
record. ■ The governor went on record as being opposed to 
higher taxes. 2 : included or described in official records 
■ This has been one of the worst years on record [=one of 
the worst years ever recorded] for winter storms. 
on the record — used to describe a statement that is official 
and can be repeated or made public by being used in a 
newspaper, magazine, etc. ■ The reporter made it clear that 
the interview was on the record, 
set/put the record straight : to provide the facts about 
something that people have a false understanding or idea 
about ■ Let me set the record straight about what really hap¬ 
pened last week. 

2 re»Cord /n*ko^d/ verb -cords; -cord.ed; -cord*ing 

1 [+ obj] : to write (something) down so that it can be used or 
seen again in the future : to produce a record of (something) 
■ Be sure to record all your business expenditures. ■ He re¬ 
corded the incident in his journal. = The incident was record¬ 
ed in his journal. = His journal recorded the incident. ■ The 
first recorded [=known] case of the disease occurred two 
years ago. ■ There are similar events all throughout recorded 
history. 

2 [+ obj] : to show a measurement of (something) : to indi¬ 
cate (something) ■ The thermometer recorded 40 degrees be¬ 
low zero. ■ A seismograph is a device that measures and 
records the intensity of earthquakes. 

3 : to store (something, such as sounds, music, images, etc.) 
on tape or on a disk so that it can be heard or seen later : to 
produce a recording of (something) [+ obj] Please record the 
television program for me. ■ He recorded the birthday party 
with his new video camera. "He just recorded his latest al¬ 
bum. ■ The show is recorded in front of a live audience, [no 
obj] The band spent all night recording. — see also prere¬ 
cord 

3 reC-ord /'rekad/ adj, always used before a noun : best or 
most remarkable among other similar things ■ We've had 
record temperatures. [=temperatures that are higher/lower 
than temperatures have ever been at this time of year] ■ He 
finished in record time. [=in the least amount of time ever] ■ 
A record number [=the highest number ever] of voters 
turned out for the election. ■ Gas prices are at a record high. 
[=higher than they have ever been] 
record book noun, pi ~ books [count] : a book that has 
records of the best or most remarkable performances or 
achievements in a particular sport or activity — usually used 
figuratively ■ His long jump earned him a place in the record 
book. [=his long jump set a record] ■ That game was one for 
the record books. [=many records were set during that game] 
record-breaking adi, always used before a noun : better, 
greater, higher, etc., than any other in the past: beyond any 
previous record ■ a record-breaking high jump ■ The outdoor 
concert drew a record-breaking crowd to the park. [=the 
largest crowd to ever be at the park] 

- record breaker noun, pi — ers [count] 
recorded delivery noun [noncount] Brit : certified 
mail ■ I sent the package by recorded delivery. 
re*cord*er /n'koada/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a device that records sounds or images or both so that 
they can be heard or seen again — see also cockpit voice 
RECORDER, FLIGHT RECORDER, TAPE RECORDER 

2 : a musical instrument that is shaped like a tube with holes 
and that is played by blowing into the top of the tube — see 
picture at woodwind 

3 : a judge in some courts of law 

4 : a person whose job is to record official information ■ She 
works as the clerk and recorder at the county courthouse. 

record holder noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : the person or thing 
that has achieved something no other person or thing has 
achieved : a person or thing that holds a record • He is the 
marathon world record holder. [=he has run a marathon in 
less time than any other person in the world] ■ They’re devel¬ 
oping an airplane that is expected to be faster than the cur¬ 
rent record holder. 

re*cord*ing /n'koadn]/ noun, pi -ings 
1 [count] : music, sounds, or images that have been stored on 
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a record, CD, computer, etc., so that they can be heard or 
seen again ■ a digital recording ■ early recordings of jazz 
2 [noncount] : the act or process of storing sounds or images 
on tape or a disk — usually used before another noun • a re¬ 
cording studio/session ■ a recording artist [=a person who 
performs music for recordings! 
record player noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a device used for 
playing musical records 

1 re-count /n'kaunt/ verb -counts; -count-ed; -counting 

[+ obj] foimal : to tell someone about (something that hap¬ 
pened) : to describe or give an account of (an event) ■ John 
later recounted how he got lost on the way home. • He re¬ 
counted the conversation that he had with his boss. 

— compare 2 recount 

2 re-COUnt /ri'kaunt/ verb -counts; -count-ed; -counting 

[+ obj] : to count (something) again ■ They carefully recount¬ 
ed the votes. ■ We recounted the money to make sure it was 
all there. — compare ‘recount 

3 re-count / l ri:,kaunt/ noun, pi -counts [count] : a second 
count of the votes in a very close election ■ The election was 
very close and the loser demanded a recount. 
re-coup /n'ku:p/ verb -coups; -couped; -coup-ing [+ 
obj]: to get back (money that has been spent, invested, lost, 
etc.) : recover ■ It will be hard for us to recoup the loss. ■ 
Movie studios can turn to video sales to recoup the costs of a 
movie that does poorly at the box office. ■ She recouped only 
a portion of her investment. 

re-COUrse / l ri:,ko0‘S, Brit n'kois/ noun [noncount] : an op¬ 
portunity or choice to use or do something in order to deal 
with a problem or situation ■ His only recourse [=the only 
thing he can do] is to file a complaint with the management. ■ 
She has no legal recourse against the magazine. [=there is no 
legal action she can take against the magazine] ■ He had no 
recourse to legal help. [=he was not able to get legal help] ■ 
The dispute was settled without recourse to law. 
re-COV-er /n'kAvy/ verb -ers; -ered; -er-ing 

1 [no obj] a : to become healthy after an illness or injury 
: to return to normal health ■ She had a heart attack but is 
recovering well. — often + from ■ He’s at home recovering 
from the flu. ■ I feel fully recovered from my surgery, b : to 
return to a normal state after a period of difficulty ■ Share 
prices will be down until the economy recovers. — often + 
from • The team never recovered from the devastating loss. ■ 
The city will recover from this recession eventually. 

2 [+ obj] a : to get (something, such as an ability or feeling) 
again ■ He’ll try again when he recovers [-regains] his confi¬ 
dence. • She recovered consciousness in the hospital. ■ I 
slipped, but somehow recovered my balance. ■ He suffered a 
stroke and hasn’t yet recovered the use of his left arm. b : to 
get back (something stolen or lost) • The police recovered his 
stolen wallet. ■ The program helps users recover computer 
files that have been deleted. ■ a recovered computer file — of¬ 
ten +jwm ■ Very little was recovered from the wrecked ship, 
c : to get back (money that has been spent, invested, etc.) ■ 
The author gets no royalties until the publisher recovers [re¬ 
coups] the expenses of publication. ■ He may sue the compa¬ 
ny to recover damages for injuries caused by the device. [=to 
get money from the company to make up for being injured 
by the device] 

— re-cov-er-able /n'kAvarabal/ adj 

re-COV-er /ri'kAva*/ verb -ers; -ered; -er-ing [+ obj] : to 
cover (something) again : to put a new cover on (something) 
■ She re-covered the old chair with a new fabric. 

re-COV-er-ing /n'kAvani)/ adj, always used before a noun 
: in a state in which you have stopped or are trying to stop a 
behavior (such as drinking alcohol or using drugs) that you 
have been doing for a long time and that is harmful to you • a 
recovering alcoholic ■ recovering drug addicts ■ 0 humorous ) 
He describes himself as “a recovering politician.” 

re-COV-ery /n'kAvari/ noun, pi -er-ies 

1 [count] : the act or process of becoming healthy after an ill¬ 
ness or injury : the act or process of recovering — usually 
singular ■ The patient made a miraculous recovery. ■ Therapy 
played a vital role in his recovery. ■ The card said, “Best wish¬ 
es for a speedy recovery .” [=a quick return to health] ■ She is 
expected to make a complete/full recovery. [=to recover ful¬ 
ly; to have no lasting health problems] • She’s on the road to 
recovery. [=in the process of becoming healthy again] 

2 : the act or process of returning to a normal state after a 
period of difficulty [count] — usually singular • the forest’s 
natural recovery after a fire ■ The army helped with the recov¬ 
ery efforts after the storm. ■ We should see a gradual eco¬ 


nomic recovery in the next few months, [noncount] This pol¬ 
icy may slow the pace of economic recovery. 

3 [noncount] : the return of something that has been lost, 
stolen, etc. ■ We hope for the recovery of the stolen paintings. 
• Their mission was the recovery of the space capsule. ■ pro¬ 
grammers trained in data recovery [=getting back computer 
files that are or seem to be lost] 

4 [noncount] : the act or process of stopping the use of drugs, 
alcohol, etc., and returning to a healthy way of living ■ Ad¬ 
mitting that you are addicted to a drug is an important step 
toward recovery. ■ She’s battled alcoholism most of her life, 
but she’s in recovery now. 

5 [noncount] : the act of getting something (such as oil, gas, 
gold, etc.) out of a substance that is deep in the ground ■ a 
technique used in oil and gas recovery 

recovery room noun, pi ~ rooms [count] : a room in a 
hospital where patients are taken for special care after an op¬ 
eration 

re—cre-ate Arkkri'eit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing [+ obj] 
: to make (something from the past) exist or seem to exist 
again : to create (something) again • The movie set re-creates 
a London street of 1895. ■ The scene of the crime was re¬ 
created based upon police photographs. 

- re-cre-a-tion /iriikri'eijan/ noun, pi -tions [count] a 
perfect re-creation of a colonial village [noncount] The in¬ 
vestigation involved careful re-creation of the crime scene. 

rec-re-a-tion Arekri'eijan/ noun, pi -tions : something 
people do to relax or have fun : activities done for enjoy¬ 
ment [noncount] The fields next to the school are used for 
recreation. • a recreation center/area/facility [count] Hiking 
and gardening are our favorite recreations. [= pastimes ] 
rec-re-a-tion-al /irekri'eijanl/ adj 

1 : done for enjoyment ■ recreational activities 

2 of a drug : used for pleasure instead of for medical purpos¬ 
es ■ Marijuana is a recreational drug. ■ recreational drug users 

recreational vehicle noun, pi ~ -cles [count] us : a 
large vehicle that often has a bathroom, kitchen, and beds 
for use during travel and camping; especially : motor home 

- called also RV\ compare camper 

recreation ground noun, pi grounds [count] Brit: an 
area of public land that is used for sports and outdoor games 
recreation room noun, pi ~ rooms [count] 

1 : a public room in a school, hospital, etc., that is used for 
games and social activities 

2 US : a room in a house that is used for playing games, 
watching television, etc. — called also ( informal ) rec room 

re-crim-i-na-tion /r^knma'neijan/ noun, pi -tions : an 
angry statement in which you accuse or criticize a person 
who has accused or criticized you [count] The discussion 
turned into a heated debate with recriminations flying back 
and forth, [noncount] The meeting ended with bitterness 
and recrimination. ■ words of recrimination 
rec room /'rek-/ noun, pi ~ rooms [count] US, informal 

: RECREATION ROOM 

1 re-cruit /n'kru:t/ verb -emits; -cruit-ed; -cruit-ing 

1 a : to find suitable people and get them to join a company, 
an organization, the armed forces, etc. (+ obj] He was re¬ 
cruited by the army after high school. ■ Public schools are re¬ 
cruiting new teachers. ■ College football coaches spend a lot 
of time recruiting high school athletes, [no obj] College foot¬ 
ball coaches spend a lot of time recruiting. ■ Some parents 
don’t think the military should be recruiting from high 
schools, b [+ obj : to form or build (a group, team, army, 
etc.) by getting people to join ■ We recruited a crew of volun¬ 
teers to help us. ■ recruit a regiment ■ recruit an army 

2 [+ obj : to persuade (someone) to join you in some activity 
or to help you ■ I recruited my brother to drive us to the con¬ 
cert. ■ She recruited four friends to distribute food to the 
homeless with her. 

- re-crult-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ an army recruiter — re- 
cruit-ment /n'kruitmant/ noun [noncount] ■ recruitment 
of college graduates 

2 recruit noun, pi -emits [count] 

1 : a person who has recently joined the armed forces ■ army 
recruits 

2 : a person who has recently joined a company, organiza¬ 
tion, etc. • the newest recruit on the team ■ She’s one of the 
department’s new recruits. 

rec-tal /‘rektj/ adj, medical : relating to, affecting, or located 
near the rectum ■ rectal cancer 

rect-an-gle /'rek,t£ei3g3l/ noun, pi -an-gles [count] geome¬ 
try : a four-sided shape that is made up of two pairs of paral- 
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lei lines and that has four right angles; especially : a shape in 
which one pair of lines is longer than the other pair ■ squares 
and rectangles — see picture at geometry 

— rect-an-gu-lar /rek'teerjgjala 1 / adj ■ a rectangular shape 
rec-ti-fy / l rekt3,fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing [+ obj\ formal 

: to correct (something that is wrong) ■ The hotel manage¬ 
ment promised to rectify the problem/situation. 

— rec-ti-fi-ca-tion Arektafa'keijan/ noun [noncount] 
rec-ti-lin-e-ar Arekta'linija 1 / adj, technical : made with 

straight lines ■ rectilinear forms/designs/shapes : having 
many straight lines ■ the rectilinear skyline/architecture of a 
modem city 

rec-ti-tude /'rekt3,tu:d, Brit 'rekta.tjuid/ noun [noncount] 
formal : the quality of being honest and morally correct ■ No 
one questioned his moral rectitude, [integrity] 
rec-tor /'rckt&f noun, pi -tors [count] 

1 : a priest or minister who is in charge of a church or parish 

2 chiefly Brit : a person who is in charge of a university or 
school 

rec-to-ry /'rektari/ noun, pi -ries [count] : the house where 
the rector of a Christian church lives 
rec*tum /'rektam/ noun, pi -turns [count] medical : the end 
of the tube in your body that helps digest food : the last part 
of the large intestine — see picture at human 
re-cum-bent /n'kAmbant/ adj, formal : lying down ■ The 
Egyptian sphinx has the body of a recumbent lion. ■ a recum¬ 
bent position 

re*CU*per*ate /n'ku:pa f reit, Brit n'kju:pa,reit/ verb -ates; 
-at-ed; -at-ing 

1 [no obj] : to return to normal health or strength after being 
sick, injured, etc. : recover ■ She took a day off to recuper¬ 
ate. — often + from ■ Dad is recuperating from knee surgery. 

2 [+ obj] Brit : to get back (money that has been spent, in¬ 
vested, lost, etc.) ■ The company is expected to recuperate 
[-recoup, recover] its losses in the next two months. 

— re-cu-per-a-tion /n,ku:pa'reijan, Brit n,kju:pa'reijan/ 
noun [noncount] 

re-CU-per-a-tive /n'ku:pa,reitiv, Brit n'kjuiparativ/ adj, 
formal : helping you to return to normal health or strength 
: helping you to recuperate ■ the recuperative [=healing] pow¬ 
ers of the body [=the body’s ability to heal] 
re-cur /n'ka*/ verb -curs; -curred; -cur-ring [no obj] : to 
happen or appear again : to occur again ■ There is only a 
slight chance that the disease will recur. ■ The same problem 
keeps recurring. 

— recurring adj ■ She suffers from recurring headaches. ■ a 
recurring injury/nightmare 

re-cur-rence /n'karans/ noun, pi -renc-es : a new occur¬ 
rence of something that happened or appeared before 
[count] We hope to prevent a recurrence of the disease, [non¬ 
count] high/low rates of recurrence 
re-CUr-rent /n'karant/ adj : happening or appearing again 
and again ■ a recurrent fever/infection ■ The loss of innocence 
is a recurrent theme in his stories. 

— re-cur-rent-ly adv 

re-cy-cle /ri'saikal/ verb -cy-cles; -cy-cled; -cy-cling 

1 a [+ obj] : to make something new from (something that 
has been used before) ■ The company recycles plastic. ■ 
They’re studying various ways to recycle garbage into fuel. ■ 
The oil is recycled. ■ The doormat is made from recycled tires, 
b : to send (used newspapers, bottles, cans, etc.) to a place 
where they are made into something new [+ obj] Town resi¬ 
dents are required to recycle cans and bottles, [no obj] We 
make efforts to recycle. 

2 [+ obj : to use (something) again ■ The author recycles a fa¬ 
miliar story in her latest novel. 

— re-cy-cla-ble /ri'saiklabal/ adj ■ recyclable bottles 

— recyclable noun, pi -cla-bles [count] ■ Put all recy- 
clables [=recyclable materials] in the green bin. 

— recycling noun [noncount] ■ The recycling of plastics is 
encouraged. ■ ( US) Put the recycling [=the materials that 
can be recycled] out by the curb in the morning. — often 
used before another noun ■ a recycling plant [=a factory 
that recycles materials] - the city’s recycling program 

1 red /'red/ adj red-der; red-dest [also more —; most —] 

1 ; having the color of blood ■ a shiny red fire truck ■ bright 
red shoes ■ dark red apples 

2 : reddish brown or reddish orange in color ■ She has red 
hair. [=she is a redhead] - a red fox 

3 of a person’s face : pink because of embarrassment, anger, 
etc. ■ His face turns red when he gets angry. ■ When she real¬ 
ized her mistake, she turned beet red. [=she blushed] ■ (Brit) 


His face went red with embarrassment. 

4 of eyes : having many red lines from lack of sleep, drunk¬ 
enness, etc. : bloodshot ■ Her eyes were red from crying. 

5 somewhat old-fashioned, informal + disapproving : support¬ 
ing Communism ; communist 

a red rag to a bull Brit, informal : something that makes a 
person very angry ■ Just mentioning his poor marks to him 
was waving a red rag to a bull, 
not one red cent see cent 
paint the town red see 2 paint 

— red-ness /'rednas/ noun [noncount] ■ There was swelling 
and redness around the site of the bee sting. 

2 red noun, pi reds 

1 : the color of blood [noncount] The artist uses red to sym¬ 
bolize passion. ■ a lady dressed in red [count] the reds and 
oranges of autumn leaves — see color picture on page C1 

2 [count, noncount] : red wine 

3 Red [count] somewhat old-fashioned, informal + disapprov¬ 
ing : a Communist or someone who supports Communists 
in the red : spending and owing more money than is being 

earned ■ Apparently the company had been in the red 
[=had been losing money] for some time before it went out 
of business. — compare in the black at 2 black 
see red informal : to become very angry - The construction 
delays on the highway have many commuters seeing red. 
red alert noun, pi ~ alerts : a warning that there is great 
danger [count] — usually singular ■ The commander issued 
a red alert. ■ A red alert was sounded on the island as the 
storm approached, [noncount] The troops have been put on 
red alert. 

red blood cell noun, pi ~ cells [count] : a red-colored 
blood cell that carries oxygen from the lungs to other parts 
of the body — called also red blood corpuscle, red cell, red 
corpuscle ; compare white blood cell 
red—blood-ed /'red'blAdad/ acjj [more most ~] informal 

: full of energy, strength, and strong emotion ■ Every red- 
blooded teenager wants a car. ■ your average red-blooded 
sports fan ■ I did what any red-blooded woman would do: I 
demanded an apology. 

red-brick /'red,bnk/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : made of red bricks ■ a historic redbrick mansion 

2 Brit — used to describe British universities that were creat¬ 
ed in the late 19th or early 20th century and that have build¬ 
ings made of red bricks ■ He attended a redbrick university. 

— compare Oxbridge 

red card noun, pi ~ cards [count] soccer : a red card that a 
referee holds in the air to indicate that a player who has bro¬ 
ken the rules of the game will not be allowed to continue 
playing — compare yellow card 

red carpet noun 

roll out the red carpet: to formally greet or welcome an 
important guest who has just arrived ■ The governor rolled 
out the red carpet for his dinner guests. 

— red—carpet adj, always used before a noun - a red-carpet 
welcome ■ We got the red-carpet treatment [=we were 
treated like very important people] when we arrived. 

red cell noun,pi ~ cells [count ]: red blood cell 
red-coat /'red,kout/ noun, pi -coats [count] : a British sol¬ 
dier of the 18th and early 19th centuries and especially dur¬ 
ing the American Revolution 

red corpuscle noun, pi ~-puscles [count] : RED blood 
cell 

Red Crescent noun 

the Red Crescent : an organization in Islamic countries 
that helps people who are suffering because of a war or 
natural disaster 
Red Cross noun 

the Red Cross : an international organization that helps 
people who are suffering because of a war or natural disas¬ 
ter 

red deer noun, pi ~ deer [count] : a large kind of deer with 
big antlers that lives in Europe, Asia, and Africa — compare 

ELK 1 

red-den /'redp/ verb -dens; -dened; -den-ing : to make 
something red or to become red [+ obj] First-degree bums 
redden the skin, [no obj Her face reddened when her name 
was announced. 

red-dish /'redif/ adj [more most —] : somewhat red ■ the 

reddish clay ■ She has reddish-brown hair. 
re-dec-O-rate /ri'deka,reit/ verb -rates; -rat-ed; -rat-ing 
: to change the appearance of the inside of a house, building, 
or room by painting the walls, changing the furniture, etc. 
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[+ obj] They redecorated [=redid ] three rooms in their house. 
[no obj] She helped us redecorate. 

— re-dec-o«ra-tion /r^deka'reijan/ noun [noncount] 
re-deem /n'di:m/ verb -deems; -deemed; -deem-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 : to make (something that is bad, unpleasant, etc.) better 
or more acceptable ■ The exciting ending partially redeems 
what is otherwise a very dull movie. ■ The restaurant’s excel¬ 
lent service is not enough to redeem [= compensate for] the 
mediocre food. ■ He wants to redeem his reputation. 

2 : to exchange (something, such as a coupon or lottery tick¬ 
et) for money, an award, etc. ■ You can redeem this coupon 
at any store. ■ You have 90 days to redeem your winning lot¬ 
tery ticket. ■ This voucher can be redeemed for a free meal at 
several local restaurants. 

3 : to buy back (something, such as a stock or bond) ■ The 
government will pay you interest when it redeems the bonds 
you bought. ■ The company redeemed some of its stock. 

4 : to pay back (money that is owed) ■ redeem a debt 

5 formal: to do what is required by (a pledge or a promise) 

: fulfill ■ The President redeemed his campaign promise. 
[=he did what he promised to do] 

6 Christianity : to save (people) from sin and evil ■ They be¬ 
lieve that Jesus Christ was sent here to redeem us from sin. 
redeem yourself : to succeed or do something good after 

you have failed or done something bad ■ They can redeem 
themselves for yesterday’s loss by winning today’s game, 
re-deem-able /ri'diimabal/ adj 

1 : able to be exchanged for money or goods ■ The gift certif¬ 
icate is redeemable at any store location. * ( Brit ) The voucher 
is redeemable against any purchase. 

2 US : able to make something that is bad or unpleasant 
more acceptable, enjoyable, etc. ■ That movie had no re¬ 
deemable [redeeming] qualities whatsoever. I=nothing 
about the movie was good, enjoyable, etc.] 

re*deem*ing /n'diimirj/ adj : making a bad or unpleasant 
thing or person better or more acceptable ■ He had few re¬ 
deeming qualities. [=he had few good qualities to offset his 
bad qualities] ■ The job’s only redeeming feature is the em¬ 
ployee discount. 

re-deem-er /n'diima 1 / noun, pi -ers 

1 [count] : a person who brings goodness, honor, etc., to 
something again : a person who redeems something ■ He was 
considered the redeemer of the family’s reputation/virtue. 

2 the Redeemer : jesus christ 

re*demp*tion /n'dempjan/ noun, pi -tions : the act, pro¬ 
cess, or result of redeeming something or someone; such as 
a [noncount] : the act of making something better or more 
acceptable ■ the redemption of his reputation ■ The situation 
is beyond/past redemption. [=it is too bad to be corrected or 
improved] b : the act of exchanging something for money, 
an award, etc. [count] stock redemptions [noncount] the re¬ 
demption of coupons c [noncount] Christianity : the act of 
saving people from sin and evil ■ the redemption of sinners 
: the fact of being saved from sin or evil ■ a sinner’s search 
for redemption ■ bad people who are beyond/past redemp¬ 
tion J=who cannot be saved] 

— re-demp-tive /n'demptiv/ adj • the redemptive power of 
art/love/sports 

re-de-ploy /.riidi'ploi/ verb -ploys; -ployed; -ploy-ing 

1 : to move (soldiers or equipment) to a new area [+ obj] 
The soldiers were redeployed to the country’s capital, [no 
obj] Most units will redeploy to their home bases. 

2 [+ obj] formal: to move (something, such as money) from 
one area or activity to another ■ They redeployed their assets 
into mutual funds. 

— re-de-ploy-ment /.riidi'ploimant/ noun, pi -merits 

[count, noncount] 

re-de-sign /.riidi'zain/ verb -signs; -signed; -sign-ing [+ 

obj] : to change the design of (something) ■ The book’s cover 
has been redesigned for the new edition. ■ We’re redesigning 
our kitchen. ■ a newly redesigned Web site 

— redesign noun, pi -signs [count, noncount] ■ The rede¬ 
sign of the Web site has been a great success. 

re-de-vel-op /,ri:di'velap/ verb -ops; -oped; -op-ing 

1 : to change the appearance of an area especially by repair¬ 
ing and adding new buildings, stores, roads, etc. [+ obj] The 
city has plans to redevelop the neighborhood. — often used 
as (be) redeveloped ■ A portion of the property is being rede¬ 
veloped into condos, [no obj] The city has plans to redevelop. 

2 [no obj] : to happen or develop again ■ We need to make 
sure that these problems don’t redevelop. 


— re-de-vel-op-ment ^riidi'velapmant/ noun, pi -ments 
[count, noncount] • urban redevelopment 

red-eye /'red^ai/ noun, pi -eyes 

1 [count] US, informal : a (light in a passenger airplane that 
happens late at night or that continues through the night ■ 
He caught/took the red-eye to Los Angeles. ■ a red-eye flight 

2 [noncount] : the appearance of a person’s eyes as red in a 
photograph that was taken with a flash ■ The digital photo 
editing program can be used to remove red-eye. 

red—faced adj [more most ~] : having or showing a red 

face especially because you are embarrassed, angry, or 
ashamed ■ I was red-faced [=very embarrassed] when I real¬ 
ized the stupid mistake I’d made. - He was red-faced with 
rage/shame. 

red flag noun, pi ~ flags [count] : a warning sign : a sign 
that there is a problem that should be noticed or dealt with ■ 
Gaps in your employment history are red flags to employers, 
red giant noun, pi ~ giants [count] astronomy : a very large 
star that has a reddish color 

red—hand-ed /'red'hiendad/ adv : while doing something 
wrong or illegal ■ The robbers were caught red-handed by 
the police. I=the robbers were caught while they were steal¬ 
ing] 

red-head /'red,hed/ noun, pi -heads [count] : a person who 
has red hair ■ Her brothers are both redheads. 

— red-head-ed /'red,hed3d/ adj ■ a redheaded actress 
red herring noun, pi ~ -rings [count] : something unim¬ 
portant that is used to stop people from noticing or thinking 
about something important ■ The argument is a red herring. 
It actually has nothing to do with the issue. ■ The plot of the 
mystery was full of red herrings. 

red-hot /'red'hait/ adj 

1 a : glowing red because of being very hot ■ red-hot coals 
b : extremely hot ■ a red-hot iron • a bowl of red-hot chili 

2 informal a : very active or successful ■ The local econo¬ 
my has been red-hot. ■ The team is red-hot again this year, b 
: extremely popular ■ a red-hot vacation destination C : new 
and exciting ■ red-hot news 

re-dial /'ri:,daj3l/ verb -dials; US -dialed or Brit -dialled; 
US -dial-ing or Brit -dial-ling : to select a series of num¬ 
bers on a telephone again : to dial again [+ obj] Did you re¬ 
dial the number? [no obj] The number was busy, so she re¬ 
dialed. 

— redial noun [noncount] ■ The phone has a redial function. ■ 
You can dial the same number again by pressing the redial 
button. 

redid past tense of redo 

red ink noun [noncount] chiefly US — used to describe a sit¬ 
uation in which a business, organization, etc., is spending 
more money than it is earning and has a lot of debt ■ The 
company was drowning/awash in red ink. [=deeply in debt] 

re-di-rect /.riida'rekt/ verb -rects; -rect-ed; -rect-lng [+ 

obj] 

1 : to change the path or direction of (something) ■ They dug 
trenches near the river to redirect the flow of the water. ■ 
Traffic will be redirected to avoid downtown. ■ Visitors to the 
old Web site address are redirected automatically to the new 
one. ■ I tried to redirect their attention to the other painting. 

2 : to use (something) for a different purpose ■ redirect tax 
dollars ■ It’s time to redirect your energy to your homework. 

3 Brit \ to send (a letter or package) to a new mailing address 
: FORWARD 

— re-di-rec-tion /.rrda'rekjan/ noun [noncount] 
re-dis-COV-er /.riidi'skAva 1 / verb -ers; -ered; -er-ing [+ 

obj] : to find (something lost or forgotten) again : to discover 
(something) again ■ She rediscovered her love of ballet when 
she was in her 50s. 

re-dis-trib-ute /.riidi'stn.bjuit/ verb -utes; -ut-ed; -ut- 

ing [+ obj]: to divide (something) among a group in a differ¬ 
ent way ■ Unused federal funds will be redistributed to other 
states. ■ The government redistributed the land to the settlers. 

— re-dis-trib-u-tion /r^distra'bjuijan/ noun [noncount] ■ 
the redistribution of wealth 

re-dis-trict /ri'distrikt/ verb -trlcts; -trict-ed; -trict-ing [+ 

obj] US : to divide (a town, state, etc.) into new political or 
school districts ■ The town was redistricted last year, 
red-letter day noun, pi ~ days [count] informal : a very 
happy and important day ■ Yesterday was a red-letter day for 
the graduating class. 

red-light adj, always used before a noun : having many 
prostitutes • the city’s red-light district/area 
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red meat noun [noncount] : meat that is red when it is raw 

— used especially to refer to beef; compare white meat 
red-neck /*red,nek/ noun, pi -necks [count] US, informal + 

usually disapproving : a white person who lives in a small 
town or in the country especially in the southern U.S., who 
typically has a working-class job, and who is seen by others 
as being uneducated and having opinions and attitudes that 
are offensive 

— redneck also red-necked /'red,nekt/ adj ■ a redneck 
sheriff ■ a redneck town 

re-do /ri'du:/ verb -does /ri'dAz/; -did /ri'did/; -done 
/ri'dAn/; -doing /ri'du: wiq/ [+ obf\ 

1 : to do (something) again especially in order to do it better 

■ Let’s hope we don’t have to redo our paperwork. 

2 ; to change (something, such as a room or part of a room) 
so that it looks new or different ■ I want to redo the kitchen 
and put in new cabinets and new appliances. 

— re-do /'ri:,du:/ noun, pi -dos [count] informal ■ There are 
no redos in the Olympics. [=there are no opportunities to 
do something again if you do not like how you did it the 
first time] 

red-O-lent /'redalant/ adj [more —; most ~] literary + formal 

1 : having a strong smell: full of a fragrance or odor ■ a red¬ 
olent bouquet — often + of • a room redolent of spices — of¬ 
ten + with ■ The sauce was redolent with the smell of basil. 

2 : causing thoughts or memories of something ■ a room red¬ 
olent [=reminiscent] of the 1940s 

re-dou-ble /ri'dAbal/ verb -dou-bles; -dou-bied; -dou¬ 
bling : to greatly increase the size or amount of (something) 
[+ obj] They redoubled their efforts to finish the work on 
time, [no obj] Their efforts to finish the work redoubled as 
the deadline drew near, 
re-doubt /n'daut/ noun, pi -doubts [count] 

1 : a small building or area that gives protection to soldiers 
under attack 

2 : a safe or protected place ■ The refugees gathered in a hilly 
redoubt several miles outside the city. 

re-doubt-able /ri'dautabal/ adj, literary + formal : causing 
or deserving great fear or respect : very powerful, impres¬ 
sive, etc. ■ a redoubtable [= formidable] warrior • There is a 
new biography of the redoubtable Winston Churchill, 
re-dound /n'daund /verb -dounds; -dound-ed; -dound- 
ing [no obj] formal: to have a particular result — used espe¬ 
cially to describe how something affects someone or some¬ 
thing or affects the opinion that people have about someone 
or something; + to ■ It redounds to his credit that he worked 
so hard to prevent this crisis. [=he deserves credit for work¬ 
ing so hard] ■ a policy that may redound to the advantage of 
our competitors [=that may help our competitors] 
red panda noun, pi —' panda also ~ pandas [count] : a 
small Asian animal that has reddish-brown fur and a long tail 
red pepper noun, pi -pers 

1 [count] : a type of hollow vegetable (called a pepper) that is 
red and that can be eaten raw or cooked 

2 [count] : a hot pepper that is red and that is added to food 
to make it spicy; also [noncount]: cayenne pepper 

re-draft /ri'draeft, Brit ri'draift/ verb -drafts; -draft-ed; 
-drafting [+ obj] : to make a new version of (a document, 
plan, etc.) ■ A meeting was called to redraft the state budget 
proposal. 

re-draw /ri'dra:/ verb -draws; -drew; -drawn; -draw-ing 

[+ obj] : to draw (something) again usually in a different way 

— The company is redrawing its logo. — often used figurative¬ 
ly ■ The country’s borders were redrawn after the war. [=the 
borders were changed] 

1 re-dress /n'dres/ verb -dress-es; -dressed; -dress-ing 

[+ obj] formal: to correct (something that is unfair or wrong) 

■ We hope that all these grievances/problems will be re¬ 
dressed [=remedied] immediately. ■ It is time to redress the in¬ 
justices of the past. ■ They’ve been treated unfairly, and it’s 
time to redress the balance. [=make the situation fair] 

2 redress noun [noncount] formal : something (such as mon¬ 
ey) that is given to someone to make up for damage, trouble, 
etc. ■ Their lawyer has said that they intend to seek redress 
[= compensation j through the courts. 
red-Shlrt fredjM/ noun, pi -shirts [count] US, sports : a 
college athlete who practices with a team but does not play 
any official games Since college athletes are only officially 
allowed to play for four years, being a redshirt for a year 
makes it possible for an athlete to attend the school for five 
years and play for four of those years. ■ a redshirt freshman 

— redshirt verb -shirts; -shirt-ed; -shlrt-lng [+ obj] He 


was redshirted his freshman year, [no obj] He redshirted 
(during) his freshman year. 

red-Skin /'red,skin/ noun, pi -skins [count] informal + of¬ 
fensive : native American ^ The word redskin is very of¬ 
fensive and should be avoided. 

red—tailed hawk /'red,teild-/ noun, pi ~~ hawks [count] 
: a type of American hawk that has a reddish tail — called 
also redtail 

red tape noun [noncount] disapproving : a series of actions 
or complicated tasks that seem unnecessary but that a gov¬ 
ernment or organization requires you to do in order to get or 
do something ■ bureaucratic red tape ■ You would not believe 
the red tape involved in getting the required permits. 
re-dpce /n'du:s f Brit n'dju:s/ verb -duc-es; -duced; -duc- 
ing 

1 [+ obj] : to make (something) smaller in size, amount, 
number, etc. : decrease • The medicine reduces the risk of 
infection. ■ We are trying to reduce our debt. ■ Stricter speed 
limit enforcement has reduced the number of car accidents. ■ 
Her prison sentence was reduced from 15 years to 10. ■ a 
drastically reduced price 

2 [+ obj] a : to cause (someone) to be in a specified state or 
condition — + to ■ TTie movie’s ending reduced them to 
tears. [=made them cry] ■ The crowd was reduced to silence- 
[=became suddenly silent] b : to cause (something) to be in 
a specified form by breaking it, burning it, etc. — + to • re¬ 
duce stone to powder ■ mountains that will someday be re¬ 
duced to sand ■ Their house was reduced to ashes l=was 
completely bumed/destroyed] by the fire. ■ The city was re¬ 
duced to rubble/rulns by the bombing, c : to force (some¬ 
one) to do something that causes shame, embarrassment, 
etc. — followed by to + -ing verb ■ The museum has been re¬ 
duced to begging for funding. 

3 [+ obj] : to describe (something) in a way that includes only 
some of the facts and details — + to m You’re reducing reli¬ 
gion to a list of do’s and don’ts. ■ Her argument can be re¬ 
duced to a few essential points. 

4 ; to boil (a liquid) so that there is less of it [+ obj ] Simmer 
the broth until it is reduced to 2 cups. [=until there are only 
two cups of it] [no obj] Simmer the broth until it reduces to 2 
cups. 

5 [+ obj] : to change (someone’s rank) to a lower or less im¬ 
portant one ■ As part of her sentence, the sergeant’s rank was 
reduced to private. 

6 [no obj] US, informal : to gradually decrease your weight 
by eating less • He’s on a (weight) reducing diet. 

7 [+ obj] mathematics : to change (a fraction) so that it is 
written with the lowest possible numbers ■ You can reduce % 
to l /i. 

reduced circumstances formal : a situation in which you 
have less money than you used to have " He found himself 
living in reduced circumstances after he lost his job. ■ We 
will have to adjust to our reduced circumstances. 

- re-duc-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a fever reducer ■ noise/ 
weight reducers — re-duc-lble /n'duisabal, Brit 
ri'djuisabal/ adj ■ The theories are not reducible to easy in¬ 
terpretation. ■ The fraction is reducible. 
re-duc-tlon /n'dAkJan/ noun, pi -tlons 

1 : the act of making something smaller in size, amount, 
number, etc. : the act of reducing something [count] a dras¬ 
tic/marked/sharp/significant reduction in size ■ troop reduc¬ 
tions = reductions in the number of troops ■ cost/price/rate 
reductions [noncount] Many voters want to see some reduc¬ 
tion of the deficit. 

2 [count] : an amount by which something is reduced ■ There 
is a 20 percent reduction on selected items during this sale. 

re-dlJC-tive /n'dAktiv/ adj, formal + often disapproving 
: dealing with or describing something complicated in a sim¬ 
ple or too simple way ■ a reductive interpretation of the theo¬ 
ry ■ reductive methods of analysis 
re-dun-dan-cy /n'dAndansi/ noun, pi -cies 

1 a [noncount]: the act of using a word, phrase, etc., that re¬ 
peats something else and is therefore unnecessary ■ Avoid re¬ 
dundancy in your writing, b [count] : a word, phrase, etc., 
that repeats something else and is therefore unnecessary : a 
redundant word, phrase, etc. • Try to avoid using redundan¬ 
cies in your writing. 

2 technical : a part in a machine, system, etc., that has the 
same function as another part and that exists so that the en¬ 
tire machine, system, etc., will not fail if the main part fails 
[count] The design incorporates several redundancies, [non¬ 
count] a system with a high level of redundancy 
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3 Brit a : the act of ending the employment of a worker or 
group of workers [count] compulsory/voluntary redundan¬ 
cies [= layoffs] [noncount] The restructuring is expected to 
result in the redundancy of several hundred workers, b 
[noncount] : the fact of being dismissed from a job because 
you are no longer needed ■ The workers are now facing re¬ 
dundancy. 

re-dun-dant /ri'dAndant/ adj 

1 : repeating something else and therefore unnecessary ■ He 
edited the paper and removed any redundant information or 
statements. ■ Avoid redundant expressions in your writing. ■ 
Some people say that since all adages are old, the phrase “old 
adage” is redundant. 

2 technical — used to describe part of a machine, system, 
etc., that has the same function as another part and that ex¬ 
ists so that the entire machine, system, etc., will not fail if the 
main part fails ■ The design incorporates several redundant 
features. 

3 Brit : dismissed from a job because you are no longer 
needed ■ More than 200 of the company’s employees have al¬ 
ready been made redundant, [-laid off] 

— re-dun*dant-ly adv ■ In the phrase “old adage,” “old” is 
sometimes thought of as being used redundantly. 

red wine noun, pi ~ wines [count, noncount] : wine that 
has a red color 

red-WOOd /'red,wod/ noun, pi -woods 

1 [count] : a very tall evergreen tree 

2 [noncount] : the wood of a redwood 
red zone noun 

the red zone American football: the area of the field that is 
inside an opponent’s 20-yard line ■ The team has had trou¬ 
ble scoring when it gets into the red zone. 
reed /'ri:d/ noun, pi reeds [count] 

1 : a tall, thin grass that grows in wet areas ■ the reeds along 
the edge of a pond 

2 a : a thin strip of wood, metal, or plastic inside some musi¬ 
cal instruments (such as clarinets and oboes) that makes a 
sound when you blow over it b : a musical instrument that 
has a reed ■ the orchestra’s reeds ■ the reed section of the or¬ 
chestra 

re-ed-U-cate /ri'ecfea.keit/ verb -cates; -cat-ed; -cat-ing 

[+ obj] 

1 : to teach (someone) to do or understand something in a 
new way ■ The program reeducates people about how to eat 
in a more healthful way. ■ ( disapproving ) camps that were 
used to “ reeducate ” political prisoners [=to force political 
prisoners to accept the official ideas and beliefs of the gov¬ 
ernment] 

2 : to train (someone) for a different job ■ We need to reedu¬ 
cate the workers who lost their jobs when the factory closed. 

- re»ed-u-ca-tion /ri.ecfea^eij'an/ noun [noncount] ■ a need 
for reeducation about how to eat in a more healthful way ■ 
reeducation camps for political prisoners 

reedy /'ri:di/ adj reed-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : full of or covered with reeds ■ a reedy marsh 

2 : having a weak, high-pitched sound ■ reedy music/voices 

3 US : long and thin ■ reedy legs/arms 

reef /'ri:f/ noun, pi reefs [count]: a long line of rocks or cor¬ 
al or a high area of sand near the surface of the water in the 
ocean — see also barrier reef, coral reef 
ree-fer /Yv.izr-/ noun, pi -fers informal + old-fashioned 

1 [noncount] : marijuana ■ smoking reefer 

2 [count ]: a marijuana cigarette ■ smoking a reefer 

reef knot noun, pi ~ knots [count] chiefly Brit : square 
knot 

reek /'ri:k/ verb reeks; reeked; reek-ing [no obj] 

1 : to have a very strong and unpleasant smell ■ The garbage 
reeks. [=stinks] — often + of ■ The room reeked of smoke. 

2 usually disapproving — used to say that it is very obvious 
that someone or something has a lot of a specified thing; 
usually + <?/■ a neighborhood that reeks of poverty [=a neigh¬ 
borhood in which everyone is clearly very poor] ■ She reeks 
of money. [=she dresses, acts, etc., in a way that shows that 
she has a lot of money] 

1 reel /•rill/ noun, pi reels [count] 

1 a : a device shaped like a cylinder that a string, cord, etc., 
is wrapped around ■ a garden hose reel • (Brit) a cotton reel 
[-(US) a spool of thread] b : a device that is attached to the 
handle of a fishing pole and used to wrap and release the line 
■ He bought a new rod and (fishing) reel. — see picture at 
fishing c : an object that is used to hold and release film 
or tape * a reel of film 


2 : a part of a movie that is on a reel of film ■ There’s an ex¬ 
citing chase scene in the movie’s second reel. 

- compare 4 reel 

2 reel verb reels; reeled; reel-ing 

reel in [phrasal verb] reel (something) in or reel in (some¬ 
thing) : to pull in (a fish that is caught on a hook on the 
end of a fishing line) by turning the reel of a fishing rod 
reel off [phrasal verb] reel (something) off or reel off (some¬ 
thing) : to say (something) easily and quickly ■ She reeled 
off the right answers without hesitation. 

- compare 3 reel 

3 reel verb reels; reeled; reeling [no obj] 

1 : to be very shocked, confused, and upset • Still reeling 
from the death of her husband, she was now dealing with 
having to find a new job. ■ I couldn’t believe what I was hear¬ 
ing. My head reeled. 

2 : to move or fall back suddenly ■ He suddenly reeled back 
against the wall. ■ The surprise attack sent the enemy reeling. 

3 : to move or walk in a way that is very unsteady ■ He was 
reeling drunkenly down the street. ■ They reeled around the 
room, laughing hysterically. ■ When she opened her eyes, the 
room was reeling. [=the room looked like it was moving in an 
unsteady way] 

- compare 2 reel 

4 reel noun, pi reels [count] : a lively dance originally from 
Scotland and Ireland; also : the music for this dance — see 
also Virginia reel — compare ‘reel 
re-elect /.ri.-ja'lekt/ verb -elects; -elect-ed; -elect-ing [+ 
obj] ; to elect (someone) again ■ The town reelected her (to 
be) mayor. ■ He was reelected to the school committee. 

- re-elec-tion ^riija'lekjan/ noun, pi -tions [count, non¬ 
count] • The senator decided to run for reelection. 

re-emerge Arkji'mswte/ verb -emerg-es; -emerged; 
-emerging [no obj] 

1 : to come out of something you have entered ■ The rescu¬ 
ers didn’t reemerge from the cave until hours later. 

2 : to be seen or known again ■ an old style that has re- 
emerged [=has become popular again] ■ The former actor has 
reemerged as a candidate for mayor. 

re-en-act /iri^nsekt/ verb -acts; -act-ed; -act-ing [+ obj] 
: to repeat the actions of (an event) ■ The group reenacted a 
famous American Civil War battle. 

- re-eh-act-ment Ariijg'nzektmgnt/ noun, pi -merits 

[count, noncount] 

re-en-ter /i-i'enta*/ verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing ; to enter 
again: such as a : to go into (a place you have left) again [+ 
obj] They’ve reentered the country. • The space shuttle has 
safely reentered the Earth’s atmosphere, [no obj] If you leave 
the theater, you won’t be allowed to reenter without showing 
a ticket stub, b [+ obj] : to go back into (a game that you 
were participating in earlier) ■ The quarterback reentered the 
game in the second half, c [+ obj] : to type in (words, data, 
etc.) again on a computer ■ The original file was corrupted, 
so they had to reenter the data. 

- re-en-try /ri'entri/ noun, pi -tries [noncount] Reentry to 
the theater will be permitted with a ticket stub. ■ The space 
shuttle needs to be controlled precisely during reentry, 
[count] shuttle reentries 

re-es-tab-lish /,ri:jI"stsebliJ/ verb -lish-es; -lished; -lish- 

ing [+ obj] : to establish (someone or something) again: such 
as a : to cause (someone or something) to be widely known 
and accepted again ■ The city is trying to reestablish itself as a 
tourist destination, b : to make (something) exist again ■ 
The school was reestablished last year in a new town. ■ She is 
working hard to reestablish her political influence. • The 
crew has reestablished communication with the ship. 

- re-es-tab-lish-ment/,ri:ji , st£ebliJm9nt//i0Mrt [noncount] 
re-eval-u-ate ^rkjiVseljgiWeit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing 

[+ obj] : to judge the value or condition of (someone or 
something) again ■ We will reevaluate your progress after six 
months. 

re-ex-am-ine /.ri.ig'zajman/ verb -ines; -ined; -ln-ing [+ 

obj] : to examine (someone or something) again usually in a 
new or different way ■ The book reexamines traditional fam¬ 
ily roles. 

ref /'ref/ noun, pi refs [count] informal : a referee in a game 
or sport 

ref. abbr reference 

re-fec-to-ry /ri'fektari/ noun, pi -ries [count]: a large room 
where meals are served at a place (such as a seminary or 
monastery) where many people live 
re-fer /n'f&l verb -fers; -ferred; -fer-ring [+ obj] : to send 
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(someone or something) to a particular person or place for 
treatment, help, advice, etc. ■ How can doctors refer patients 
for treatment without examining them first? ■ Most of the 
patients we see here were referred by other doctors. — usual¬ 
ly + to ■ My doctor referred me to a specialist. ■ The Senate 
bill has been referred to the Finance Committee. ■ The com¬ 
pany is referring people to its Web site for more information. 
refer to [phrasal verb] 1 refer to (something) : to look at or 
in (something) for information ■ She often refers to her 
notes when giving a speech. ■ Please refer to our Web site 
for more information. 2 refer to (something) : to have a 
direct connection or relationship to (something) ■ The 
word “finch” refers to a kind of bird. ■ The numbers shown 
in the text refer to footnotes at the bottom of the page. 3 
a refer to (someone or something) : to talk about or write 
about (someone or something) especially briefly : to men¬ 
tion (someone or something) in speech or in writing ■ No 
one referred to the incident, b refer to (something or 
someone) as (something) : to call (something or someone) 
by (a specified name or title) ■ The victim was referred to 
only as “John Doe.” ■ At one time, people referred to the 
city as the Paris of the East. 

Vef-er-ee /.refs'ri:/ noun, pi -ees [count] 

1 : a person who makes sure that players act according to 
the rules of a game or sport ■ a football/soccer referee 

2 Brit : 'reference 3a 

2 referee verb -ees; -eed; -ee-ing sports : to act as a referee 
in (a game or sport) [+ obj] She refereed the basketball game. 
[no obj\ He has refereed for several years now. 

1 ref-er-ence /*refr3ns/ noun, pi -enc-es 

1 : the act of mentioning something in speech or in writing 
: the act of referring to something or someone [count] refer¬ 
ences to an earlier event ■ Bob’s nickname was “Elvis,” a ref¬ 
erence to the way he styled his hair. [=people called Bob 
“Elvis” because he styled his hair in the same way Elvis Pres¬ 
ley did] [noncount] She made reference to our agreement. 
[=she mentioned our agreement] ■ The numbers were calcu¬ 
lated by reference to the most recent census. — see also 

FRAME OF REFERENCE, POINT OF REFERENCE 

2 [noncount] : the act of looking at or in something for infor¬ 
mation ■ The report was filed for future reference. [=so that 
people could look at it later] ■ Reference to a map will make 
the position clear. — see also cross-reference 

3 a [count] : a person who can be asked for information 
about another person’s character, abilities, etc. ■ She listed 
her former teacher as a reference when she applied for the 
job. — called also (Brit) referee b : a statement about some¬ 
one’s character, abilities, etc. [count] Her former teacher 
gave her a reference when she applied for the job. [non¬ 
count] Her teacher gave her a letter of reference. 

4 [count]: something (such as a book, dictionary, encyclope¬ 
dia, etc.) that people can look at or in to find information 
about something ■ a small dictionary that is a handy refer¬ 
ence ■ How many references do you use in your essay? 

in reference to or with reference to formal : about or con¬ 
cerning (something or someone) : in relation to ■ I have 
something further to add with reference to [=with respect to, 
in regard to] what was said earlier. ■ I am writing in refer¬ 
ence to your recent letter. ■ The course covers ancient his¬ 
tory with special reference to the Roman Empire. [=the 
course is about ancient history and especially about the 
Roman Empire] 
terms of reference see 'term 

Reference verb -ences; -enced; -enc-ing [+ obj] : to men¬ 
tion (something or someone) in speech or in writing : to re¬ 
fer to (something or someone) ■ The book references many 
other authors who have written on this topic. 

3 reference adj, always used before a noun 

1 : used to find information about something • a reference 
book ■ a list of reference materials/sources 

2 : used to tell people where information can be found ■ a 
reference mark/number 

reference library noun, pi ~ -braries [count] 

1 : a collection of books often about a particular subject ■ a 
reference library of science 

2 : a library that lets you use books while you are there but 
does not allow you to take the books home — compare 
LENDING LIBRARY 

reference point noun, pi ~ points [count] : point of 
reference 

ref-er-en«dum /^efs'rEndam/nown,/?/ -da /-da/ or -dums 
: an event in which the people of a county, state, etc., vote 


for or against a law that deals with a specific issue : a public 
vote on a particular issue [count] They are having/holding a 
referendum to decide the issue. = They are having/holding a 
referendum on the issue, [noncount] The issue was decided 
by referendum. 

re-fer-ral /n'fa-ral /noun, pi -rals [count] : the act of sending 
someone to another person or place for treatment, help, ad¬ 
vice, etc. ■ She got a referral (to a specialist) from her doctor. 
= Her doctor gave her a referral. 

1 re-fill /ri'fil/ verb -fills; -filled; -fill-lng 

1 [+ obj] : to fill (something) again ■ He refilled his glass from 
the nearby pitcher. • I need to refill my prescription. [=to get 
more of a prescribed medicine] 

2 [no obj]: to be filled again ■ The reservoir will refill once it 
begins raining. 

— re-fill-able /ri'fibbal/ adj ■ a refutable propane tank - The 
prescription is refillable. 

2 re-fill /'ri:,fil/ noun, pi -fills [count] : a new supply of some¬ 
thing ■ The restaurant advertised free refills (of soda). ■ pre¬ 
scription refills 

re-fi-nance /,ri:f3'naens, ri'fa^nsens/ verb -nanc-es; 
-nanced; -nanc-ing [+ obj] : to get a new loan to pay (an 
older debt) : to finance (something) again ■ refinance a mort¬ 
gage ■ They’re refinancing their home, 
re-fine /ri'fain /verb -fines; -fined; -fin-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to remove the unwanted substances in (something) ■ re¬ 
fine oil/sugar 

2 : to improve (something) by making small changes ■ The 
inventor of the machine spent years refining the design. • The 
class is meant to help you refine your writing style. 

— re-fin-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ oil/sugar refiners ^com¬ 
panies that refine oil/sugar] — refining noun [noncount] ■ 
oil production and refining 

refined adj 

1 : free of unwanted substances : pure ■ refined flour/met- 
als/oil/sugar 

2 [more most ~] : improved to be more precise or exact ■ 
She has become more refined in her painting technique. ■ re¬ 
fined testing methods 

3 [more most ~] : having or showing the good education, 
polite manners, etc., that are expected in people who belong 
to a high social class ■ refined and civilized people ■ He has 
very refined manners. ■ refined and elegant works of art 

re-fine-ment /n'fainmant/ noun, pi -ments 

1 [noncount] : the act or process of removing unwanted sub¬ 
stances from something : the act or process of making some¬ 
thing pure ■ oil refinement 

2 [noncount] : the act or process of improving something — 
often + of m the refinement of testing methods 

3 [count] : an improved version of something — often + of m 
The game is a refinement of last year’s version. 

4 [count] : a small change that improves something ■ Several 
engine refinements have resulted in increased efficiency. 

5 [noncount]: the quality of a person who has the good edu¬ 
cation, polite manners, etc., that are expected in people who 
belong to a high social class ■ a person of great refinement 

re-fin-ery /ri'fainari/ noun, pi -er-ies [count] : a place 
where the unwanted substances in something (such as oil or 
sugar) are removed : a place where something is refined ■ 
oil/sugar refineries 

re-fin-ish /ri'fini// verb -ish-es; -ished; -ish-ing [+ obj] 
US : to remove the coating on the surface of (furniture, a 
floor, etc.) and put on a new coating : to put a new finish on 
(something) ■ She made her living repairing and refinishing 
wood floors. ■ refinished antique furniture 
re-fit /ri'fit/ verb -fits; -fit-ted; -fit-ting [+ obj] : to make 
(something, such as a boat) ready for use again especially by 
adding new parts ■ refit a ship for service ■ They’re refitting 
the building with hardwood floors. 

— re-fit /'riigfit/ noun, pi -fits [count] ■ The ship was in port 
for a refit. - refitting noun, pl -tings [count, noncount] 

re»flect /n'flekt/ verb -fleets; -flect-ed; -flect-ing 
1 a [no obj] of light, sound, etc. : to move in one direction, hit 
a surface, and then quickly move in a different and usually 
opposite direction — usually + off ■ The light reflected off the 
mirror. ■ The sound of our voices reflected off the walls of the 
tunnel, b [+ obj] When a surface reflects light, sound, or 
heat, it causes the light, sound, or heat that hits it to move or 
bounce away in a different direction. ■ A polished surface re¬ 
flects light. ■ The tiles are used to reflect heat. ■ The moon 
shines with reflected light. [=the moon shines because it is re¬ 
flecting the light that shines on it from the sun] 
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2 [+ obj] : to show the image of (something) on a surface • 
The old church is reflected in the glass exterior of the sky¬ 
scraper. ■ The clouds were reflected [=mirrored\ in the sur¬ 
face of the lake. 

3 [+ obj]: to show (something): to make (something) known 
■ Her book clearly reflects her beliefs. ■ Where you learned a 
language is reflected in your accent. 

4 [no obj ] a : to cause people to think of someone or some¬ 
thing in a specified way — + on or upon ■ The book leaves 
out things that might reflect badly/poorly on him. [=things 
that might make him look bad] ■ Your achievement reflects 
well on your school. = Your achievement reflects credit on 
your school. [=your achievement shows that your school 
taught you well] b : to cause people to disapprove of some¬ 
one or something — + on or upon ■ His bad behavior reflects 
on all of us. 

5 a [no obj\ : to think carefully about something ■ You 
should take some time to reflect before you make a decision. 

— often + on or upon ■ I’ve been reflecting on my experiences 
here, b [+ obj] : to think or say (something) after careful 
thought ■ She was disappointed with their decision, but she 
reflected that it could have been worse. ■ “It could have been 
worse,” she reflected. 

reflected glory noun [noncount] : respect or admiration 
that you get because of something that someone else has 
done ■ He enjoyed basking in the reflected glory of his famous 
brother’s success. 

re-flec-tion or chiefly Brit re-flex-ion /n'flekfan/ noun, pi 

-tions 

1 [count] : an image that is seen in a mirror or on a shiny sur¬ 
face ■ She was looking at her reflection in the mirror. ■ He 
saw the reflections of the clouds on the lake. 

2 [count] : something that shows the effect, existence, or 
character of something else — often + of ■ The high crime 
rate is a reflection of the violence of our society. ■ artistic 
styles that are reflections of different cultures ■ The movie is 
an accurate reflection of what life is like in small towns. 

3 [singular] : something that causes people to disapprove of 
a person or thing — + on or upon ■ His bad behavior is a re¬ 
flection on all of us. [—it makes people think badly of all of 
us] ■ You’re not to blame for these problems. They’re no re¬ 
flection on you. [=they do not show anything about your 
character] 

4 [noncount] : careful thought about something ■ She had no 
time for reflection. ■ spending time in quiet reflection ■ On/Up¬ 
on reflection [=after thinking about it], I decided to accept 
their offer. 

5 [count] : an opinion that you form or a remark that you 
make after carefully thinking about something — usually 
plural ■ The book features the writer’s reflections on America 
and its people. ■ personal reflections 

re-f lec-tive /n'flektiv/ adj 

1 a [more most ~]: causing light, sound, or heat to move 
away : reflecting light, sound, or heat ■ The material is highly 
reflective. [=it easily reflects light] ■ reflective surfaces b : re¬ 
lating to or caused by light that reflects off a surface ■ the re¬ 
flective glare of the shiny metal 

2 [more —; most ~] : thinking carefully about something 
: thoughtful ■ She was in a very reflective mood. 

3 — used to say that one thing shows what something else is 
like; + of ■ The school is reflective of society: the same prob¬ 
lems that exist in society exist at the school. 

— re-f lec-tive-ly adv • He spoke softly and reflectively about 
his experiences. 

re-flec-tor /n'flekta 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] : an object that 
is used to reflect light ■ safety devices such as bicycle reflec¬ 
tors • Reflectors are placed along the lanes of the highway, 
re-flex /'ri^fleks/ noun, pi -flex-es 

1 [count] : an action or movement of the body that happens 
automatically as a reaction to something ■ the cough/gag re¬ 
flex • reflexes such as swallowing and blinking ■ a reflex ac¬ 
tion/response 

2 [count]: something that you do without thinking as a reac¬ 
tion to something ■ Disagreeing with my suggestions has be¬ 
come almost a reflex for him. 

3 reflexes [plural] : the natural ability to react quickly ■ an 
athlete with great/quick reflexes ■ My reflexes are slower now 
that I’m older. 

re-flex-ive /n'fleksiv/ adj 

1 grammar : showing that the action in a sentence or clause 
happens to the person or thing that does the action ■ In “I 
hurt myself,” the verb “hurt” is reflexive. • In the sentence 


“We forced ourselves to finish the assignment,” the word 
“ourselves” is a reflexive pronoun. 

2 : happening or done without thinking as a reaction to 
something ■ For many people, the reflexive response to this 
kind of demand is to say no. ■ music that triggers reflexive toe 
tapping 

— re-f lex-ive-ly adv ■ Many people respond reflexively to 
this kind of demand by saying no. 

re-flex-ol-O-gy /irii.flek'saibcfei/noM/i [noncount ]: a meth¬ 
od of relieving pain or curing illness by pressing on particu¬ 
lar parts of a person’s hands or feet 

— re-flex-ol-o-gist /,ri:,flek'sa:l3cbist/ noun, pi -gists 
[count] 

re-flux /'ri:,flAks/ noun [noncount] medical : a backward 
flow of the contents of the stomach into the esophagus that 
causes heartburn ■ acid reflux 

re-fo-CUS /ri'foukas/ verb -cus-es; -cused; -cus-ing : to 

focus again: such as a : to adjust (something, such as a 
camera or a lens) again to make an image clear [+ obj] She 
refocused the camera, [no obj ] The camera refocuses auto¬ 
matically. b : to cause (something, such as attention) to be 
directed at something different [-»- obj] She refocused her en¬ 
ergies toward a career in music. ' He needs to refocus his at¬ 
tention on his schoolwork. [no obj] Sports are not a priority 
now. You need to refocus and improve your grades, 
re-for-es-ta-tion /r^fora'steijan/ noun [noncount] : the act 
of planting tree seeds or young trees in an area where there 
used to be a forest — compare deforestation 

— re-for-est /ri'forast/ verb -ests; -est-ed; -est-ing [+ obj] 
■ They are reforesting the burned areas of land. 

1 re-form /n'foam/ verb -forms; -formed; -form-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to improve (someone or something) by removing 
or correcting faults, problems, etc. ■ The program is designed 
to reform prisoners. ■ They want to reform campaign spend¬ 
ing. ■ The laws need to be reformed. 

2 [no obj] : to improve your own behavior or habits ■ The 
program is designed to help former gang members who are 
trying to reform. 

— re-form-able /n'fofrmabal/ adj • Some prisoners are not 
reformable. — reformed adj, always used before a noun ■ 
reformed tax laws ■ a reformed criminal 

2 reform noun, pi -forms 

1 [noncount] : the improvement of something by removing 
or correcting faults, problems, etc. ■ A group of senators are 
calling for reform of the nation’s health-care system. ■ eco¬ 
nomic/educational/political/tax reform ■ a reform movement 

2 [count] : an action, plan, rule, etc., that is meant to im¬ 
prove something ■ He has proposed a list of political reforms. 

Re-form /n'foam/ adj : accepting and following only some 
of the traditional beliefs and customs of Judaism ■ Reform 
Judaism ■ a Reform congregation 
re-form /ri'foam/ verb -forms; -formed; -form-ing : to 
form (something) again [+ obj] They decided to re-form the 
band. [=to bring the members of the band together again] 
[no obj] The ice re-formed on the lake. [=ice formed on the 
lake again] 

ref-or-ma-tIon Arefa-'meijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 formal : the act or process of improving something or 
someone by removing or correcting faults, problems, etc. 
[noncount] the reformation of our justice system ■ education 
reformation [=(more commonly) reform] [count] — usually 
singular ■ a radical reformation of society 

2 the Reformation : the 16th-century religious movement 
that led to the establishment of the Protestant churches 

re-for-ma-to-ry /n'foamSitori, Brit n'foimatri/ noun, pi 
-ries [count] US, old-fashioned : reform school 
re-form-er /n'toa^ma-/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who 
works to change and improve a society, government, etc. ■ 
an economic/educational/social reformer 
re-form-ist /n'foamist/ adj 

1 : wanting to change and improve a society, government, 
etc. • a reformist group/movement 

2 : of or relating to the work of a reformer ■ reformist ef¬ 
forts/views 

reform school noun, pi ~ schools [count] US, old- 
fashioned : a place where young people who have commit¬ 
ted crimes are sent to live and be taught to behave in ways 
that are socially acceptable 

re-fract /ri'frsekt/ verb -fracts; -fract-ed; -f ract-lng [+ obj] 
technical, of an object or substance : to make (light) change 
direction when it goes through at an angle ■ Prisms refract 
light. ■ Light is refracted when it hits water. 
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— re-frac-tion /n'fraekfan/ noun, pi -tlons [count, non¬ 
count] ■ the refraction of light through water — re-frac- 
tive /n'fraektiv/ adj ■ the refractive properties of the glass 

re-frac-to-ry /ri'frcektari/ adj [more most ~] 

1 medical : difficult to treat or cure ■ a refractory disease 

2 formal : difficult to control or deal with ■ a refractory [dis¬ 
obedient] child 

1 re-train /n'frem/ verb -trains; -trained; -frain-ing [no obj] 

formal : to stop yourself from doing something that you 
want to do ■ I was going to make a joke but I refrained. — 
usually + from ■ Please refrain from smoking. ■ She refrained 
from saying what she truly felt. 

2 refrain noun, pi -trains [count] 

1 : a phrase or verse that is repeated regularly in a poem or 
song: chorus 

2 : a comment or statement that is often repeated • A com¬ 
mon/familiar refrain among teachers these days is that the 
schools need more funding. 

re-tresh /n'frej/ verb -fresh-es; -freshed; -fresh-ing [+ 

obf] 

1 : to make (someone) have more energy and feel less tired 
or less hot ■ A cold shower should refresh you. [=make you 
feel better] ■ Sleep refreshes the body. 

2 : to give someone more of (a drink) : to fill (someone’s 
glass, cup, etc.) again ■ Can I refresh your drink? [=would 
you like me to fill your glass again?] 

3 computers : to put (something, such as a page on the Inter¬ 
net) into a computer’s memory again in order to show any 
new information : to cause an updated version of (some¬ 
thing, such as an Internet page) to appear on a computer 
screen ■ Try refreshing [reloading] the home page. 
refresh someone's memory : to remind someone about 

something : to help someone to remember something ■ I’m 
not sure of the address. Can you refresh my memory ? [=can 
you remind me?] 

— refreshed adj [more most ~] ■ I felt very refreshed af¬ 
ter taking a nap. 

re-fresh-er /n'frej>/ noun, pi -ers [count] chiefly US 
: something that helps you to remember something you have 
forgotten : a reminder about something — usually singular; 
usually + on ■ Before we play, I need a refresher on the rules. 
[=1 need someone to remind me about the rules] ■ Some peo¬ 
ple need a refresher on how to be polite, 
refresher course noun, pi ~ courses [count]: a training 
class which helps people review information or learn new 
skills needed for their jobs ■ The staff is required to take re¬ 
fresher courses every three years. 
re*fresh*ing /n'frejirj/ acjj [more most ~] 

1 : pleasantly new, different, or interesting ■ Working on the 
new project was a refreshing change. ■ It is refreshing to hear 
some good news about him. 

2 : making you feel more rested, energetic, cool, etc. ■ a re¬ 
freshing glass of cold water ■ My swim was very refreshing. 

— re-fresh-1 ng-ly adv ■ refreshingly different/honest ■ The 
water was refreshingly cool. 

re-fresh-ment /n'frejmant/ noun, pi -merits 

1 refreshments [plural] : drinks and small amounts of food 
■ Light refreshments will be served/provided at the meeting. ■ 
They provided plenty of liquid refreshments. [=drinks, espe¬ 
cially alcoholic drinks] 

2 [noncount] : food and drink ■ The workers were in need of 
refreshment. ■ ( humorous ) Would you like some liquid re¬ 
freshments [=an alcoholic drink] 

3 [noncount]: the process of becoming rested and regaining 
strength or energy ■ We went camping for relaxation and re¬ 
freshment. 

retried beans /'ri:,fraid-/ noun [plural] : a Mexican food 
that consists of beans that are cooked with seasonings, fried, 
then mashed and fried again 

re-frig-er-ate /n'fncfea.reit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing [+ 

obf] : to put or keep (something, such as food) in a refrigera¬ 
tor in order to make it cold or keep it fresh ■ Refrigerate the 
mixture for an hour before serving. ■ The potato salad needs 
to be (kept) refrigerated. 

— refrigerated adj ■ Ice cream is delivered in a refrigerated 
truck. [=a truck that has a refrigerator for keeping things 
cold] — re-frig-er-a-tion /nifncfea'reijan/ noun [non¬ 
count] ■ The salad does not need refrigeration. 

re»frig«ena«tor /n'fnct^reita-/ noun, pi -tors [count] : a 
device or room that is used to keep things (such as food and 
drinks) cold — called also fridge', see picture at kitchen 
re-fu-el /ri'fju:!/ verb -els; US -eled or Brit -elled; US -el- 


ing or Brit -el-ling : to add fuel to (an airplane, a truck, 
etc.) [+ obj] The crew refueled the airplane. — often used as 
(be) refueled ■ The airplane needs to be refueled, [no obj] The 
airplane landed to refuel. 
ref*uge / , re,fju:cfe/ noun, pi -ug-es 

1 [noncount] : shelter or protection from danger or trouble • 
They were seeking refuge. = They were seeking a place of ref¬ 
uge. [=a safe place] — often + in or from ■ We took refuge in 
[=we took shelter in, we went into] a nearby bam during the 
storm. = We found refuge from the storm in a nearby bam. ■ 
They sought refuge in another country. [=went to another 
country for protection] — often used figuratively ■ After the 
death of her husband, she took/sought/found refuge in her 
music. 

2 [count] : a place that provides shelter or protection ■ wild¬ 
life refuges [=areas where wild animals are protected] — of¬ 
ten + for ■ The area is a refuge for wildlife. ■ The shelter is a 
refuge for abused women. 

ref-U-gee /,refju'cfei:/ noun, pi -gees [count] : someone who 
has been forced to leave a country because of war or for reli¬ 
gious or political reasons ■ Thousands of refugees have fled 
the area. ■ refugee camps 

1 re-fund /n'fAnd/ verb -funds; -fund-ed; -fund-ing [+ obj] 
: to give back money that someone paid for something (such 
as a product that was returned or a service that was not ac¬ 
ceptable) ■ If you are not completely satisfied, we will refund 
the purchase price. ■ We will refund (you) your money. ■ 
They refused to refund the ticket. [=to give back the money 
that I had paid for the ticket] 

— re-fund-able /n'fAndabal/ adj ■ The fee is not refundable. 
■ a refundable security deposit 

2 re-fund /'ri.^fAnd/ noun, pi -funds [count] : an amount of 
money that is given back to someone who has returned a 
product, paid too much, etc. ■ No refunds or exchanges are 
allowed. ■ She demanded a refund. ■ The store gave me a full 
refund. [=gave me back all the money I paid] ■ We received a 
tax refund this year. [=this year we paid too much income 
tax so we got some money back] 
re-fur-bish /n'fobif/ verb -bish-es; -blshed; -blsh-ing 
[+ obj] : to repair and make improvements to (something, 
such as a building) ■ They are refurbishing [=renovating] the 
old house. ■ They sell refurbished computers. [=old comput¬ 
ers that have been repaired so that they are in good condi¬ 
tion] 

- re-fur-bish-ment /n*fa>bijm3nt/ noun, pi -ments 
[count, noncount] ■ The hotel is closed for refurbishment. 
[= renovation] 

re-fus-al /n'fjuizal/ noun, pi -als [count] : an act of saying 
or showing that you will not do, give, or accept something 
: an act of refusing ■ My request for more money was met 
with a flat/firm refusal. — often + of ■ Her refusal of the job 
surprised us. — often followed by to + verb ■ She worried 
about his stubbom/steadfast refusal to eat. 

(the right of) first refusal : the right to accept or refuse 
something before it is offered to anyone else ■ If we decide 
to sell the house, we’ll give our tenants first refusal. [=we 
will offer to sell the house to our tenants before offering to 
sell to other people] 

1 re-fuse /n'fjuiz/ verb -fus-es; -fused; -fus-ing 

1 : to say that you will not accept (something, such as a gift 
or offer) [+ obj] He refused the job. [=he did not accept the 
job] ■ I could hardly refuse [=could not refuse] the money. ■ 
The offer was too good to refuse. [=the offer was so good 
that I had to accept it] [no obf] When they offered me the 
money, I couldn’t refuse. 

2 : to say or show that you are not willing to do something 
that someone wants you to do [no obj] They asked her to 
help but she refused. [+ obj] — usually followed by to + verb 
■ He refused to answer the question. ■ She flatly/stubbomly/ 
steadfastly refused to help. ■ They refuse to accept the truth. 

3 [+ obj] : to not allow someone to have (something) ■ They 
were refused [=denied] admittance to the game. ■ They re¬ 
fused him a visa. [=they did not give him a visa] 

2 ref-use /'re.fjuis/ noun [noncount] formal : something (such 
as paper or food waste) that has been thrown away : trash or 
garbage ■ a pile of refuse [=rubbish] 
re-fute /n*fju:t/ verb -futes; -fut-ed; -fut-ing [+ obj] formal 

1 : to prove that (something) is not true ■ The lawyer refuted 
the testimony of the witness. ■ refute an ai^ument/claim 

2 : to say that (something) is not true • He refuted [= denied] 
the rumor about him. ■ He refutes the notion that he’s plan¬ 
ning to retire soon. ■ She refuted the allegations against her. 
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— ref-u-ta-tion /.refju'teij'an/ noun, pi -tions [count, non¬ 
count] formal • a refutation of the theory 

1 reg /‘reg/ noun, pi regs [count] US, informal : regulation ■ 
a list of proposed regs 

2 reg abbr 1 register; registered; registration 2 regular 
re-gain /ri’gein /verb -gains; -gained; -gaining [+ obj] 

1 : to get (something) again : to get back (something that 
you lost) ■ I regained [-recovered] my health/strength. ■ She 
fell into a coma and never regained consciousness. ■ He 
slipped but quickly regained his footing. ■ The actor has re¬ 
cently regained some of his former popularity. ■ The pilot 
struggled to regain control of the plane. ■ The home team at¬ 
tempted/tried to regain possession of the ball. 

2 literary : to get back to (something) : to reach (a place) 
again ■ They finally regained the shore. 

re-gal /’riigal/ adj [more most ~]: of, relating to, or suit¬ 
able for a king or queen ■ He has a regal bearing. [=he is very 
dignified, authoritative, etc.l ■ a ceremony of regal [=royal] 
splendor 

— re-gal-ly /‘rrgali/ adv ■ She waved regally to the crowd, 
re-gale /n'geil/ verb -gales; -galed; -gal-ing 

regale with [phrasal verb] regale (someone) with (some¬ 
thing) somewhat formal : to entertain or amuse (someone) 
by telling stories, describing experiences, etc. ■ He regaled 
his party guests with stories of his adventures abroad, 
re-ga-lia /ri'geilja/ noun [noncount] 

1 : special clothes and decorations (such as a crown or scep¬ 
ter) for official ceremonies ■ Her royal/ceremonial regalia 
was quite impressive. ■ The queen was in full regalia. 

2 : special clothing of a particular kind ■ The war regalia of 
the tribe is on display at the museum. ■ He was dressed in 
cowboy regalia. 

1 re-aard /n'gaa-d/ noun, pi -gards 

1 [noncount] : care or concern for someone or something — 
often + for or to ■ He has no regard for my feelings. [=he 
doesn’t care at all about my feelings] ■ She seems to have lit¬ 
tle regard for her health. • Would you please show some re¬ 
gard for others? ■ The company acted without regard for the 
safety of its workers. ■ She was hired without regard to race, 
age, or gender. [=race, age, and gender did not influence the 
decision to hire her] ■ The President acted with due regard to 
[=with the proper care for] the welfare of the nation. 

2 : a feeling of respect and admiration for someone or some¬ 
thing [singular] — often + for • I have a great regard for his 
ability. • The students have a high regard for their teacher. 
I=the students respect and admire their teacher very much] 
[noncount] She has won the regard [=esteem, respect] of the 
other scientists in her field. ■ I have no/little regard for his 
opinions. ■ His work is held in high regard. [=his work is 
greatly respected] 

3 regards [plural] : friendly greetings ■ Give/Send them my 
(warm/kind) regards. [=greet them for me; tell them I am 
thinking of them] — sometimes used to end a letter ■ I look 
forward to seeing you soon. Regards, John. 

in that/this regard formal — used to refer to something just 
mentioned ■ He is studying law and in that regard he is do¬ 
ing very well. [=he is doing well studying law] ■ We will take 
care of supplying the food, so you have nothing to worry 
about in that regard. 

in/with regard to formal : relating to (something) ■ This let¬ 
ter is in regard to your unpaid balance. [=this letter con¬ 
cerns your unpaid balance] ■ I have a question with regard 
to [= 5 concerning, regarding] your last statement. 

2 reaard verb -gards; -gard-ed; -gard-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to think of (someone or something) in a particular way ■ 
He is highly regarded by his coworkers. [=his coworkers 
have a veiy high opinion of him] — often + as ■ She regards 
him as a friend. [=she considers him a friend] ■ He regards 
himself as an expert. ■ The book is widely regarded as his 
best. [=many people think the book is the best that he has 
ever written] 

2 formal : to look at (someone or something) ■ The police of¬ 
ficer regarded the group of teenagers with suspicion. 

as regards formal : relating to (something) : in or with re¬ 
gard to (something) • As regards [= regarding ] your first 
question, we cannot assist you. 

regarding/?re?A somewhat formal : relating to (something) 
: about -The teacher talked to the students regarding their 
homework. ■ I have a question regarding your earlier com¬ 
ments. 

re-gard-less /n'gaadlas/ adv : in spite of difficulty, trou¬ 
ble, etc. : without being stopped by difficulty, trouble, etc. ■ 


It may rain, but I will go regardless. [=1 will go even if it rains; 
I will not be stopped from going] ■ It was raining, but we 
went for a walk regardless. [=anyway] 

regardless of : without being stopped or affected by (some¬ 
thing) - He runs every day regardless of the weather. [=he 
runs every day no matter what the weather is like] ■ Re¬ 
gardless of [-despite] our request, he would not alter his 
plans. 

re-gat-ta /n'ga:t3, Brit n'gzeta/ noun, pi -tas [count]: a race 
or a series of races between boats (such as sailboats) 
re-gen-cy /'riicfcansi/ noun, pi -cles [count] : a government 
or period of time in which a person (called a regent) rules in 
place of a king or queen ■ The people supported the regency. 
■ Peace was restored during the regency. 

Re-gen-Cy /'riicfeansi/ adt, always used before a noun : of, 
relating to, or like the styles in Britain during the period 
1811-20 ■ an example of Regency fumiture/archit«cture/ 
style 

re-gen-er-ate /n'cfeena^eit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing 

1 biology : to grow again after being lost, damaged, etc. [no 
obj] The lizard’s tail can regenerate. ■ The tissue cells regener¬ 
ated. [+ obj] The lizard is able to regenerate its tail. ■ The tis¬ 
sue cells can regenerate themselves. 

2 [+ obj] formal: to give new life to (something) ■ The land is 
regenerated [^renewed] by the rotation of the crops. ■ The 
plan is meant to regenerate [=revive] the economy. 

— re-gen-er-a-tion /n^eng'rei/gn/ noun [noncount] — re- 
gen-er-a-tive /n'cfeena^eitiv, Brit n'cfeengrativ/ adj ■ the 
regenerative process 

re-gent /'riicfeant/ noun, pi -gents [count] : a person who 
rules a kingdom when the king or queen is not able to rule 
because he or she is sick, too young, etc. 

Regent adj, always used after a noun : ruling because the 
king or queen is unable to rule : acting as a regent ■ the 
Prince Regent 

reg-gae /'regei/ noun [noncount] : popular music that is 
originally from Jamaica and that combines native styles with 
elements of rock and soul music 
reg-i-cide /'recfeajsaid/ noun, pi -cides 

1 [noncount] : the crime of killing a king or queen 

2 [count] : someone who kills a king or queen 
re-gime /rei' 3 i:m/ noun,pi -gimes [count] 

1 : a form of government ■ a country ruled by a military 
regime : a particular government ■ The new regime is sure to 
fall. 

2 : a system of management ■ Under the new regime, all 
workers must file a weekly report. 

3 : regimen ■ He was put on a strict exercise regime. 
reg-i-men /'recfeaman/ noun, pi -mens [count] : a plan or 

set of rules about food, exercise, etc., to make someone be¬ 
come or stay healthy • a daily training/exercise regimen ■ a 
strict treatment/drug regimen — often + of m a regimen of dai¬ 
ly exercise 

1 reg-i-ment /'recfeamgnt/ noun, pi -ments [count] : a mili¬ 
tary unit that is usually made of several large groups of sol¬ 
diers (called battalions) ■ infantry/cavalry regiments 

— reg-i-men-tal /.recfeg'mentl/ adj, always used before a 
noun ■ the regimental commander/headquarters 

2 reg-i-ment /'regiment/ verb -ments; -ment-ed; -ment- 
ing [+ obj] 

1 : to organize and control (something) strictly • They care¬ 
fully regiment their son’s diet/schedule/life. 

2 : to control the behavior of (people) strictly ■ She criticized 
the way the school regiments its students by having strict 
rules. 

— reg-i-men-ta-tion Arecfeaman'teijan/ noun [noncount] ■ 
She did not like the school’s regimentation. — regimented 
adj [more most ~] ■ The school was highly regimented. ■ 
a regimented schedule/routine/lifestyle ■ He’s following a 
regimented diet. 

re-qion /*ri:cfe3n/ noun, pi -gions 

1 [count] : a part of a country, of the world, etc., that is dif¬ 
ferent or separate from other parts in some way ■ The bird 
returns to this region every year. ■ The plant grows in tropi¬ 
cal regions. [=areas] ■ He’s the company sales manager for 
the entire Southwest region. — often + of u the agricultural/ 
coastal/mountainous regions of the country ■ the Amazon re¬ 
gion of South America ■ the desert regions of the world ■ the 
winemaking regions of France ■ the unknown regions of out¬ 
er space 

2 [count] : a place on your body : an area that is near a spec¬ 
ified part of your body ■ She has a pain in the lower back re- 
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gion. — often + of • He felt a pain in the region [=vicinity] of 
his heart. 

3 the regions Brit : the parts of a country that are not close 
to the capital city - attempts to go outside of London and 
stimulate cultural life in the regions 

(somewhere) in the region of : close to (an amount) ■ He 
makes somewhere in the region of [=about, approximately] 
$100,000 a year. 

— re-gion-al /'riitfeanj/ adj • He spoke with a regional ac¬ 
cent. [=an accent that occurs in a particular region] ■ a re¬ 
gional newspaper/school — re*gion-aMy adv • The news¬ 
paper is sold regionally. ■ a regionally based newspaper 
re-gion*al*ism /'rircfcansjizam/ noun, pi -isms 

1 [noncount] : interest in or loyalty to a particular region ■ 
The residents have a strong sense of regionalism. 

2 [count] : a word that is used in a particular region ■ The 
word “pop” for “soda” is a Midwest regionalism. 

1 req«is»ter /'recfrast^/ noun, pi -ters [count] 

1 : an official list, book, or system for keeping records of 
something — often + of ■ The church keeps a register of 
births, marriages, and deaths. ■ a national register of historic 
places ■ a register [=(C/5) registry] of voters ■ (Brit) After the 
students were seated, the teacher called/took the register. 
[=read a list of the students’ names out loud and noted which 
students were there and which were not] 

2 formal: a part of the range of musical notes that a person’s 
voice or an instrument can reach ■ a singer’s upper/middle/ 
lower register 

3 : cash register • She works at the register in a grocery 
store. 

4 US : a cover on an opening (such as a heating vent) that 
has parts which can be opened or closed to control the flow 
of air 

2 regjster verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing 

1 a [+ obj] : to record information about (something) in a 
book or system of public records ■ He registered the birth of 
his child. ■ She registered her new car. ■ The car was registered 
under my name. ■ The company registered its trademark. ■ 
Only 32 cases of the disease have been registered, b : to put 
your name on an official list [no obj] Did you register to 
vote? — often + at or for • We registered at the hotel. ■ Pa¬ 
tients must register at the front desk. ■ The students registered 
for classes. [=the students enrolled in classes] ■ All men be¬ 
tween the ages of 18 and 25 must register for the draft. [+ 
obj] She is busy registering the students/voters/guests. — see 
also preregister <■* If you register as something or if you 
are registered as something, you enter or have entered your 
name on an official list which indicates what group you be¬ 
long to. ■ He registered as a Republican. = He is registered (to 
vote) as a Republican. ■ She registered as unemployed/dis¬ 
abled. 

2 [+ obj] : to show or record (an amount, value, etc.) ■ Roast 
the meat for two hours or until the meat thermometer regis¬ 
ters 140 degrees. * an earthquake that registered 6.3 on the 
Richter scale 

3 [+ obj] : to get or reach (something) : achieve ■ The team 
finally registered a victory after losing three games in a row. ■ 
The company registered over one billion dollars in sales. 

4 a [no obj ]: to be recognized or remembered ■ It took a mo¬ 
ment for what she was saying to register. [=it took a moment 
before I understood what she was saying] — often used in 
negative statements ■ The name didn’t register with me. [=1 
didn’t recognize the name] b [+ obj] : to notice or realize 
(something) — often used in negative statements ■ She didn’t 
register my presence until I spoke to her. 

5 formal : to show (a feeling or emotion) [+ obj] Her face 
registered anger/fear/surprise. ■ Fear was registered on her 
face, [no obj\ Fear registered on her face. 

6 [+ obj] : to send (a letter, package, etc.) by registered mail 
to protect it from damage or loss • Please register this letter. 

7 [+ obj] formal : to make (something) known officially and 
publicly ■ I want to register a protest over their decision. 

registered adj 

1 a : having the owner’s name entered in an official list or 
register ■ a registered trademark/security b : having your 
name entered in an official list or register ■ Are you a regis¬ 
tered voter? 

2 : sent by registered mail ■ a registered letter 
registered mail noun [noncount] : mail that is recorded in 

the post office where it is mailed and then recorded again in 
each post office it reaches and that is treated with special 


care — called also (Brit) registered post-, compare certified 
mail 

registered nurse noun, pi ~ nurses [count] : a nurse 
who has more training and experience than a licensed practi¬ 
cal nurse and who has passed a special exam — called also 
RN — compare licensed practical nurse, practical 

NURSE 

register office noun, pi - fices [count] Brit : registry 

OFFICE 

reg*iS‘trar /'recfcajStraa 1 / noun, pi -trars [count] 

1 : someone who is in charge of keeping records especially 
of births, marriages, and deaths 

2 : an officer of a college or university who is in charge of 
registering students and keeping academic records 

3 Brit : a doctor who is training at a hospital to become a 
specialist in a particular field of medicine : resident 

reg*iS*tra*tion ^rectea'streijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 a : the act or process of entering information about some¬ 
thing in a book or system of public records [noncount] — 
often + of ■ the registration of motor vehicles ■ the registration 
of trademarks [count] trademark registrations b : the act 
or process of entering names on an official list [noncount] 
Student registration (for courses) ends today. ■ Voter registra¬ 
tion begins today. ■ A $75 registration fee is due. [count] Reg¬ 
istrations for the test/course are lower this year than they 
were last year. [=fewer people have registered for the test/ 
course this year] 

2 [count] US : a document showing that something (such as a 
vehicle) has been officially registered ■ The police officer 
asked to see my driver’s license and registration. 

registration number noun, pi — bers [count] Brit : li¬ 
cense NUMBER 

reg-is«try /‘recfcastri/ noun, pi -tries [count] 

1 : a place where official records are kept ■ the Massachu¬ 
setts Registry of Motor Vehicles 

2 US : a book or system for keeping an official list or record 
of items ■ a voter registry [=register] • a gift registry [=a list 
kept by a store of the things that someone wants as gifts] 

registry office noun, pi - fices [count] Brit : a place 

where marriages are performed and where records of births, 
marriages, and deaths are kept 

re*gress /'ri.-.grcs/ verb -gress-es; -gressed; -gress-ing 

[no obj] technical : to return to an earlier and usually worse 
or less developed condition or state • The patient is regressing 
to a childlike state. 

— re-gres-sion /n’grc/an/ noun, pi -sions [count, non¬ 
count] 

1 re- q ret /n'gret/ verb -grets; -gret-ted; -gret-ting [+ obj] 

1 : to feel sad or sorry about (something that you did or did 
not do) : to have regrets about (something) ■ Don’t say any¬ 
thing you might regret later. ■ I deeply regret what I said. ■ She 
does not regret leaving him. • He regrets not traveling more 
when he was younger. ■ He says he doesn’t regret anything 
that he’s done in his life. ■ If you don’t travel now, you might 
live to regret it. [=you might feel sorry or disappointed about 
it in the future] 

2 not used in progressive tenses — used formally and in writ¬ 
ing to express sad feelings about something that is disap¬ 
pointing or unpleasant ■ We regret to inform you [=we are 
sorry to tell you] that we have offered the job to someone 
else. ■ We regret any inconvenience these delays may cause. ■ 
Dr. Smith regrets that she will be unable to attend. [=Dr. 
Smith cannot attend] ■ It is to be regretted [sit is regrettable/ 
unfortunate] that the program has lost its funding. 

2 regret noun, pi -grets 

1 : a feeling of sadness or disappointment about something 
that you did or did not do [count] She has no regrets about 
leaving him. ■ My greatest regret is not going to college. 
[noncount] She expressed (her) regret for calling me a liar. ■ 
To my regret, I never visited Europe. ■ It is with deep regret 
that he is announcing his resignation. ■ Much to the regret of 
my parents, I decided not to go to college. = Much to my par¬ 
ents' regret, I decided not to go to college. [=my parents were 
disappointed that I did not go to college] 

2 regrets [plural] : a statement saying politely that you will 
not be able to go to a meeting, party, etc. ■ My coworker 
gives/sends her regrets for not being able to attend the 
meeting. 

re-gret-ful /n'gretfal/ adj [more most —] : feeling or 
showing regret : sad or disappointed ■ He is regretful about 
not coming with us. 

re-gret-ful-ly /n'gretfali/ adv [more most ~] 
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1 : with regret : with sadness or disappointment ■ “I must 
leave now,” he said regretfully. • I must regretfully decline 
your invitation. 

2 — used to say that something is regretted • Regretfully {-re¬ 
grettably, unfortunately], we can’t go. [=we are disappointed 
that we can’t go] 

re-gret-ta-ble /n'gretabal/ adj [more most ~] : causing 
sadness or disappointment: unfortunate * His decision to 
quit is regrettable. • It was a regrettable mistake. 
re*gret-ta-bly /n'gretabli/ adv [more —; most —] 

1 — used to say that something is disappointing or regretta¬ 
ble ■ Regrettably [= unfortunately ], I cannot go. ■ Regrettably, 
the movie theater was shut down. 

2 : to an extent that causes disappointment or regret ■ There 
has been a regrettably [= disappointingly ] large decline in wag¬ 
es. ■ The progress of the work was regrettably slow. 

re-group /ri'gru:p/ verb -groups; -grouped; -group-ing 

1 : to form into a group again [no obj ] Members of the 
search party will regroup in the morning. [+ obj] The general 
regrouped his forces after the retreat. 

2 [no obj\ : to stop for a short time and prepare yourself be¬ 
fore you continue doing something that is difficult : to stop 
and think, reorganize, etc., before continuing - Let’s regroup 
and try this again. • Wait a minute. I need to regroup. 9 The 
coach called a time-out to give his players time to regroup. 

1 req»U-lar /'rcgjalaV adj 

1 a : happening over and over again at the same time or in 
the same way : occurring every day, week, month, etc. ■ He 
works regular hours, [-he works at the same time every 
work day] - He has never held a regular [^steady] job. • Most 
days she follows a regular routine/schedule. ■ The music has 
a regular [=steady\ beat, b : happening at times that are 
equally separated ■ The town holds regular meetings. ■ five 
regular payments of $100 ■ His breathing/heartbeat is regu¬ 
lar. [=normal\ 9 The sales team meets on a regular basis. 
[=regularly] ■ The buses run from 4 a.m. to midnight at regu¬ 
lar intervals. [=there is the same amount of time between 
buses] — opposite irregular 

2 always used before a noun a : happening or done very of¬ 
ten ■ Seeing wildlife is a regular [ =common ] occurrence 
where she lives. ■ We made regular use of the pool. ■ Getting 
regular exercise is important. • Exercise has become a regular 
part of my lifestyle. ■ The theater was in regular use [=was 
used continuously] for over 20 years, b : doing the same 
thing or going to the same place very often ■ He is a regular 
contributor to the magazine. ■ She is a regular [-fequent] 
guest on the TV show. ■ He is one of the store’s regular cus¬ 
tomers. [=customers who shop at the store frequently] 

3 : spaced an equal distance apart • The seedlings were 
planted in regular rows. ■ The wallpaper has a regular pattern 
of stripes. ■ The boards are placed at regular intervals. [=the 
space between each board is the same] 

4 always used before a noun a : normal or usual ■ Our regu¬ 
lar business/office hours are from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. ■ The reg¬ 
ular price is $45, but it is on sale for $30. ■ I saw a different 
doctor because my regular doctor was on vacation. ■ He is 
substituting today for the regular quarterback. ■ The class 
will meet at the regular time tomorrow. ■ The regular 
[scheduled] television programming was interrupted by a 
special report. - The regular season for football begins soon. ■ 
Parties are a regular feature of college life. • He sat down in 
his regular spot, b chiefly US : not special or unusual ■ Do 
you use regular or premium gas in your car? ■ Would you 
like a regular [=normal size] soda or a large? ■ He’s a regular 
[=average, ordinary ] guy. ■ It’s nothing special, just a regular 
[=basic\ stereo. = It’s just a regular old stereo. ■ He drinks 
regular coffee. [=coffee that has caffeine] 

5 [more most ~] a : having a shape that is smooth or 
even ■ a regular surface/outline b : having parts that are ar¬ 
ranged in an even or balanced way ■ He has very regular fea¬ 
tures. 

6 grammar : following the normal patterns by which word 
forms (such as the past tenses of verbs) are usually created ■ 
“Talk” is a regular verb because its past tense is “talked.” ■ 
nouns with regular plural forms 

7 always used before a noun, informal — used for emphasis ■ 
She’s become a regular [-real] expert on fitness. 

8 : able to have normal bowel movements : not constipated ■ 
Eating plenty of fiber helps me keep/stay regular. 

9 [more most ~] : having or being menstrual cycles that 
usually last the same number of days each time • She is very 
regular. = Her cycle is very regular. 

10 always used before a noun : belonging to a country’s offi¬ 


cial army • the regular army/troops/soldiers 
2 regular noun, pi -lars 

1 [count] : someone who goes somewhere very often ■ They 
are regulars at the bar/restaurant. 

2 [count] : someone who often or usually performs, plays, 
etc. ■ He is a regular on the television show. ■ the regulars on 
a baseball team 

3 US : something that is average or usual in quality or size 
[noncount] Do you drink decaf or regular ? [=regular coffee] ■ 
“What kind of gas do you put in your car?” “I use regular .” 
[count] We’ll have one large soda and two regulars. 

4 [count] : a soldier who belongs to a country’s permanent 
army — usually plural ■ The regulars were called to battle. 
— compare irregular 

reg-U-lar-i-ty Aregja'lereti/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : the quality of being regular: such as a : the 
quality of something that happens very often or with the 
same amount of time between each occurrence — often + of 
• the regularity of the seasons — often used after with 9 She 
appears with regularity [=appears regularly] on the show. • 
Fights break out with some regularity. 9 Robberies have been 
occurring with increasing/alarming regularity, b : the qual¬ 
ity of something that has parts which are arranged in an even 
or balanced way ■ the regularity of his features 

2 [count] : something that happens very often or with the 
same amount of time between each occurrence ■ Scientists 
analyzed regularities [= patterns] in the sun’s emissions. 

reg-ll-lar-ize also Brit reg-u-lar-ise /'regj3l3,raiz/ verb -iz- 
es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ obj ]: to make (something, such as a sit¬ 
uation) regular, legal, or officially accepted ■ Under the pro¬ 
gram, illegal immigrants would be able to apply to regularize 
their status. 

reg-U-lar-ly /‘regjala'li/ adv [more most ~] 

1 a : at the same time every day, week, month, etc. : on a 
regular basis ■ The sales team meets regularly. ■ We go to 
church regularly. 9 a regularly scheduled program b : very 
often ■ They play golf regularly. 9 She goes out to dinner quite 
regularly. 

2 : with the same amount of space between each thing ■ a se¬ 
ries of regularly [-evenly] spaced lines 

reg-U-late /'regja.leit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -lat-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to set or adjust the amount, degree, or rate of (some¬ 
thing) : control ■ The dam regulates the flow of water into 
the river. ■ The thermostat regulates the room’s temperature. 
= The room’s temperature is regulated by the thermostat. 

2 a : to bring (something) under the control of authority ■ 
We need better laws to regulate the content of the Internet. ■ 
Laws have been made to regulate working conditions, b 
: to make rules or laws that control (something) ■ The gov¬ 
ernment regulates how much lead may be found in our water 
supply. ■ The department regulates foreign trade. 

1 req*U-la*tion /irEgja'leiJan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : an official rule or law that says how something 
should be done * safety regulations [-codes] ■ Builders must 
comply with the regulations. 9 federal/state/govemment reg¬ 
ulations ■ regulations on the disposal of waste ■ Each agency 
has its own set of rules and regulations, synonyms see law 

2 [noncount] : the act of regulating something — + of 9 the 
regulation of gun sales by the government ■ the body’s regula¬ 
tion of blood pressure 

Regulation ad) ‘ in agreement with the official rules ■ a reg¬ 
ulation [= official ] baseball • Students must wear regulation 
uniforms. ■ The length of the field is not regulation. = The 
field is not regulation size. 
reg-U-la-tor / l regj3|leita7 noun, pi -tors [count] 

1 : a device for controlling the level or amount of something 
(such as speed or temperature) ■ a pressure regulator 

2 : an official who works for the part of the government that 
controls a public activity (such as banking or insurance) by 
making and enforcing rules ■ federal/state regulators 

reg-U-la-tO-ry /'regjala^ori, Brit ,rcgj3'leitri/ adj, always 
used before a noun, fotmal: making or concerned with mak¬ 
ing official rules about what is acceptable in a particular 
business, activity, etc. ■ a regulatory agency/authority ■ They 
are seeking regulatory approval for the merger, 
re-gur-gi-tate /ri'gjKfca.teit/ verb -tates; -tat-ed; -tat-ing 

1 : to bring food that has been swallowed back to and out of 
the mouth [no obj] The bird regurgitates to feed its young. 
[+ obj] The bird regurgitates food to feed its young. ■ regurgi¬ 
tated food 

2 [+ obj] disapproving : to repeat (something, such as a fact, 
idea, etc.) without understanding it ■ She memorized the his- 




rehab • reincarnate 


1366 


torical dates only to regurgitate them on the exam. ■ The 
speaker was just regurgitating facts and figures. 

— re-gur*gi-ta-tion /ri^&cfea'tei/an/ noun [ noncount ] 
Ve-hab /'ri.^haeb/ noun [noncount] informal 

1 : a program for helping people who have problems with 
drugs, alcohol, etc. — often used after in or into ■ He is in re¬ 
hab. ■ She checked herself into rehab. — compare detox 

2 : the process of helping someone (such as an injured pa¬ 
tient or a drug user) to become healthy again : the process of 
rehabilitating someone ■ He has had two months of rehab. = 
He has been/gone through two months of rehab. ■ The rehab 
for his leg injury is going well. ■ a. rehab center/program 

2 rehab verb -habs; -habbed; -hab-bing US, informal : re¬ 
habilitate [+ obj\ It could take him several months to re¬ 
hab his knee. ■ trying to rehab drug addicts ■ They’re plan¬ 
ning to rehab that old building, [no obj ] He’s still rehabbing 
from the injury. 

re-ha-bil-i-tate /,ri:j3'bil3,teit/ verb -tates; -tat-ed; -fat¬ 
ing 

1 : to bring (someone or something) back to a normal, 
healthy condition after an illness, injury, drug problem, etc. 
[+ obj] The clinic rehabilitates drug addicts. ■ He’s still reha¬ 
bilitating the knee he injured last summer. ■ They try to reha¬ 
bilitate horses that have suffered injuries, [no obj ] She’s still 
rehabilitating [= recovering] from her ankle injury. 

2 [+ obj] : to teach (a criminal in prison) to live a normal and 
productive life ■ The program is intended to rehabilitate 
criminals. 

3 [+ obj] : to bring (someone or something) back to a good 
condition : restore ■ The country has rehabilitated its im¬ 
age since the war. ■ The city plans to rehabilitate its slum ar¬ 
eas. 

— re-ha-biUi-ta-tion /.riija.bib'tei/an/ noun [noncount] • 
His rehabilitation was successful. ■ the rehabilitation of 
drug abusers/criminals ■ a rehabilitation [=rehab] center/ 
program 

re-hash /ri'haeJV verb -hash>es; -hashed; -hash-ing [+ 

obj] disapproving 

'1 : to present (something) again in a slightly different form ■ 
You’re just rehashing the same argument all over again. 

2 : to talk about or discuss (something) again • rehashing old 
memories 

— re-hash /'ri:,haeX//Jo««,/?/-hash-es [count] • The newest 
book is just a rehash of her earlier work. 

re*hears*al /n'ha'sal/ noun, pi -als : an event at which a 
person or group practices an activity (such as singing, danc¬ 
ing, or acting) in order to prepare for a public performance 
[noncount] She was 15 minutes late to rehearsal. ■ The pro¬ 
duction of King Lear has been in rehearsal for nearly a 
month. [=the actors have been practicing their parts in the 
play together for nearly a month] [count] There are only 
three more rehearsals before the concert. — often used figu¬ 
ratively • This tournament is a rehearsal for the Olympics. 

— see also dress rehearsal, wedding rehearsal 
rehearsal dinner noun, pi ~ -ners [count] us : a formal 

meal after a wedding rehearsal for the people participating 
in a wedding ceremony 

re-hearse /n'ha-s /verb -hears*es; -hearsed; -hears-ing 

1 a : to prepare for a public performance of a play, a piece 
of music, etc., by practicing the performance [+ obj] The or¬ 
chestra is rehearsing a piece by Schumann. ■ rehearse a play/ 
scene/dance [no obj] The band stayed up late rehearsing for 
the big show, b [+ obj] : to direct (a group of people) as they 
prepare for a public performance ■ We were allowed to 
watch the director rehearse the dancers. 

2 [+ obj] : to say or do (something) several times in order to 
practice ■ lawyers rehearsing their closing arguments ■ He re¬ 
hearsed his dance moves in front of the mirror. 

— rehearsed adj ■ v/e\\-rehearsed dancers [=dancers who 
have been rehearsed well; dancers who have been directed 
well during rehearsal] ■ a rehearsed statement ■ Her story 
sounded rehearsed. [=it seemed like a story she had prac¬ 
ticed telling; it did not sound natural or true] 

re-heat /ri'hilt/ verb -heats; -heat-ed; -heat-ing [+ obj] 
: to make (cooked food that has become cool) hot again ■ 
I’m just going to reheat some leftovers for dinner, 
re-hire /ri'haja/ verb -hires; -hired; -hir-ing [+ obj] : to 
hire (someone) back into the same company or job ■ His 
contract expired, but the company decided to rehire him for 
another project. 

re-house /ri'hauz/ verb -hous-es; -housed; -hous-ing 

[+ obj] Brit: to give (a person or animal) a different and usu¬ 


ally better place to live ■ The organization is working to re¬ 
house families who were displaced in the fire. 

1 reign /'rein I noun, pi reigns [count] 

1 : the period of time during which a king, queen, emperor, 
etc., is ruler of a country ■ She was a popular ruler through¬ 
out her reign. ■ the reign of Queen Elizabeth 

2 : the period of time during which someone is in charge of a 
group or organization • his reign as department chairperson ■ 
her reign as team president 

3 : the period of time during which someone or something is 
the best or the most important, powerful, etc. ■ his reign as 
heavyweight boxing champion ■ the reign of digital technolo- 

9 g - y 

*reign verb reigns; reigned; reign-ing [no obj] 

1 : to rule as a king, queen, emperor, etc. • The king reigned 
in a time of peace and prosperity. — often + over ■ She 
reigned over her kingdom for many decades. 

2 : to be the best or the most powerful or important person 
or thing ■ The lion reigns as king of the jungle. ■ As a director, 
he still reigns supreme. [=he is still the best] 

3 — used to say that a quality exists to such a degree in a 
place or situation that it affects everything about that place 
or situation ■ Silence reigns in the old library’s dusty aisles. ■ 
Chaos reigned in the city [=chaos was everywhere in the city] 
after the military coup. 

— reigning adj ■ the reigning king/queen ■ She remains the 
reigning diva of pop music. ■ the reigning champion 

re-ig-nite /|ri:jig'nait/ verb -nites; nit-ed; nit-ing 

1 : to begin to burn again or to cause (something) to begin to 
bum again [no obj] Be careful that the embers don’t reignite. 
[+ obj] Heat will reignite the smoldering rags. 

2 [+ obj] a : to give new life or energy to (someone or some¬ 
thing) ■ The incident reignited racial tensions, b : to cause 
(something) to suddenly occur again ■ The study has reignit¬ 
ed debate on the issue. 

reign of terror noun, pi reigns of terror [count] : a peri¬ 
od during which a person or group commits violent acts 
against many people and causes a lot of fear ■ The dictator 
seized power and began a reign of terror. ■ The sheriff put an 
end to the killer’s reign of terror. — often used figuratively ■ a 
temperamental CEO’s reign of terror 
re-im-burse /.ri-.jam'bas/ verb -burs-es; -bursed; -burs- 
ing [+ obj] : to pay someone an amount of money equal to 
an amount that person has spent — often +for ■ We will re¬ 
imburse you for your travel expenses. = We will reimburse 
your travel expenses. ■ I should be reimbursed for the fees. 

— re-im-burs-able Arijam'ba^abal/ adj • reimbursable ex¬ 
penses — re-im-burse-ment /.riijam'basmant/ noun, pi 
-ments [count, noncount] • I received a partial reimburse¬ 
ment for my travel expenses. 

1 rein /'rein/ noun, pi reins [count] 

1 : a strap that is fastened to a device (called a bridle) placed 
on the head of an animal (such as a horse) and that is used to 
guide and control the animal — usually plural • The rider 
pulled on the reins to stop his horse. — see picture at horse 

2 a : the ability to limit or control something ■ We need to 
keep a rein on our spending. [=we need to limit/control our 
spending] ■ He has people working for him, but he has/keeps 
a tight rein on every part of the process, b : the power to 
guide or control someone or something — usually plural ■ 
They held the reins of govemment/power. [=they controlled 
the government] ■ She handed the reins of the company to 
her successor. = She handed over the reins of the company 
to her successor. ■ The President-elect will officially take the 
reins [=take control] in January. 

free/full rein : the opportunity to act freely • The studio 
gave the director free rein Incomplete control] over the 
movie. ■ Give full rein to your imagination. 

2 rein verb reins; reined; rein-ing 

rein in [phrasal verb] rein (someone or something) in or rein 
in (someone or something) 1 : to limit or control (some¬ 
one or something) ■ Congress must rein in spending. ■ You 
had better rein that kid in before she gets hurt. 2 : to 
make (an animal) stop by using reins ■ The rider reined in 
his horse. 

re-in-car-nate /jriijan'kaa^neit/ verb -nates; -nat-ed; 
-nat-ing 

be reincarnated: to be bom again with a different body af¬ 
ter death ■ Some religions teach that we are reincarnated 
[=rebom] many times on the way to enlightenment. — 
sometimes used figuratively ■ The old mill is being reincar¬ 
nated as a condominium complex. 
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— reincarnated ad] ■ They believe that the boy is their rein- 
camated leader. 

re-in-car-na-tion / l ri:j3n,ka0 ,, neij3n/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount\ : the idea or belief that people are bom again 
with a different body after death ■ Many people believe in re¬ 
incarnation. 

2 [count] : someone who has been bom again with a differ¬ 
ent body after death — often + of • They believe that the boy 
is the reincarnation of their leader. — sometimes used figura¬ 
tively ■ The caf6 is a reincarnation of an eatery of the same 
name that existed across town years ago. 

rein-deer /'rem,di»/ noun, pi reindeer [count] : a large 
type of deer that lives in northern parts of the world : cari¬ 
bou ■ a large herd of reindeer 

re-in-force /.rfcjan'foas/ verb -forc-es; -forced; -forc-ing 

[+ obj] 

1 : to strengthen (a group of people) with new supplies or 
more people ■ The captain sent out another squad to rein¬ 
force the troops. ■ Our camp is reinforced with supplies flown 
in by helicopter. 

2 : to strengthen (something, such as clothing or a building) 
by adding more material for support ■ She reinforced the el¬ 
bows of the jacket. [=she sewed more material onto the el¬ 
bows of the jacket] ■ The soldiers reinforced [=strengthened] 
the barricades with sandbags. ■ The levees will need to be re¬ 
inforced. 

3 : to encourage or give support to (an idea, behavior, feel¬ 
ing, etc.) ■ The bad weather forecast only reinforces our deci¬ 
sion to leave early tomorrow. ■ Some critics say that the 
movie reinforces negative stereotypes about the military. ■ 
We do our best to reinforce good conduct in the classroom. 

reinforced concrete noun [noncount] : concrete that has 
metal bars inside of it to make it stronger 
re-in-force-ment /^kjan'foa-smant/ noun, pi -ments 

1 reinforcements [plural]: people and supplies that are sent 
to help or support an army, military force, etc. ■ “We’re out¬ 
numbered! Call for reinforcementsY' ■ We need to prevent en¬ 
emy reinforcements from reaching the front line. 

2 a [noncount] : the act of strengthening or encouraging 
something ■ The bridge is in need of reinforcement. ■ the rein¬ 
forcement of stereotypes b [count] : a thing that strengthens 
or encourages something ■ The teacher introduced the new 
vocabulary words and then used a game as a reinforcement. 
[=as something that would help the students understand/re¬ 
member the words] 

3 : a response to someone’s behavior that is intended to 
make that person more likely to behave that way again 
[count] positive/negative reinforcements [noncount] You 
should encourage good behavior with positive reinforcement. 

re-in-State /.riijan'steit/ verb -states; -stat-ed; -stat-ing 

[+ obj] 

1 : to put (someone) back in a job or position that had been 
taken away ■ After his name was cleared, he was reinstated as 
committee chairperson. ■ The company promised to reinstate 
[=rehire] the employees that had been laid off. 

2 : to begin using or dealing with (a law, policy, system, etc.) 
again ■ The school board voted to reinstate the school’s uni¬ 
form policy. • the year the death penalty was reinstated ■ The 
court case was dismissed by the judge but reinstated [re¬ 
opened] on appeal. 

— re-in-state-ment Ariijan'steitmant/ noun [noncount] ■ 
the reinstatement of the death penalty 

re-in-sure /.riijan'/a-/ verb -sures; -sured; -sur-ing [+ 
obj] : to insure (something) again so that the insurance is 
shared by more than one company 

— re-in-sur-ance /^iijan'Jarans/ noun [noncount] — re-in- 
sur-er /^jan'/ara*/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

re-in-ter-pret /.ri.jan't^prat/ verb -prets; -pret-ed; -pret- 
ing [+ obj] : to understand and explain or show (something) 
in a new or different way - New information may force us to 
reinterpret the evidence. ■ The director wants to reinterpret 
the old play for a modem audience. 

— re-in-ter*pre-ta-tion /.riijan.ta-pra'teij'an/ noun, pi 
-tions [count] modem reinterpretations of Shakespeare’s 
plays [noncount] These works of art are always open to re¬ 
interpretation. [=can always be explained or understood in 
a different way] 

re-in-tro-duce /.ri.jmtra'du.s, Brit ,ri:jmtra'dju:s/ verb 

-duc-es; -duced; -duc-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to begin using (something) again ■ The school has decid¬ 
ed to reintroduce some of its old policies. 

2 : to return (an animal or plant) to the area where it used to 


live 1 Several species of endangered fish are being reintro¬ 
duced into the river. 

— re-in-tro-duc-tion Ari^mtra'dAkJan/ noun, pi -tions 
[count, noncount] 

re-in-vent /.riijan'vent/ verb -vents; -vent-ed; -vent-ing 

[+ obj] 

1 : to make major changes or improvements to (something) ■ 
The candidate promised to reinvent Social Security. 

2 : to present (something) in a different or new way ■ chefs 
who reinvent regional favorites using exotic ingredients 
reinvent the wheel informal : to waste time trying to do 

something that has already been done successfully by 
someone else ■ When designing new software, there’s no 
need to reinvent the wheel. 

reinvent yourself : to become a different kind of person, 
performer, etc. ■ She’s a classical singer who’s trying to re¬ 
invent herself as a pop artist. 

— re-in-ven-tion /.ri.jan'ven/an/ noun, pi -tions [count, 
noncount] ■ the reinvention of the education system 

re-in-vest Aitjan'vest/ verb -vests; -vest-ed; -vesting 

1 a : to use (the profits of an investment) to buy more in¬ 
vestments (+ obj] Many investors reinvest their dividends. 
[no obj] Before you reinvest, consider your options carefully, 
b (+ obj] : to use (money that a business has earned) to im¬ 
prove the business ■ The company reinvests a portion of its 
profits in new products. 

2 [no obj] US : to spend money, time, energy, etc., to make 
improvements to something valuable — often + in ■ We need 
to reinvest in our neighborhoods. 

— re-in-vest-ment /jri.jan'vestmant/ noun, pi -ments 
[count, noncount] ■ the reinvestment of earnings/dividends ■ 
neighborhood/community reinvestment 

re-is-sue /ri'i.Ju:/ verb -is-sues; -is-sued; -is-su-ing [+ 
obj] : to publish or produce (something, such as a book or 
recording) again : to issue (something) again ■ The publisher 
has decided to reissue the author’s out-of-print books. ■ My 
favorite album is being reissued on CD. [=my favorite album 
is being produced again as a CD] 

— reissue noun, pi -is-sues [count] • That’s not the original 
album—it’s a reissue. 

re-it-er-ate /ri'it^reit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing [+ obj] 
somewhat formal : to repeat something you have already 
said in order to emphasize it ■ reiterate a claiin/view/point ■ 
She avoided answering our questions directly, instead reiter¬ 
ating that the answers could be found in her book. ■ Allow 
me to reiterate: if I am elected, I will not raise taxes. 

— re-it-er-a-tion /ri^ta'reijan/ noun, pi -tions [count] The 
report was nothing more than a reiteration of statements 
by officials, [noncount] the reiteration of certain themes in 
the author’s books 

1 re-ject /rt'cfcekt/ verb -jects; -ject-ed; -ject-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to refuse to believe, accept, or consider (something) ■ My 
teacher rejected my excuse for being late. ■ The committee 
rejected my proposal/ideaAuggestion/motion. ■ I agree with 
several points of her argument, while rejecting [=disagreeing 
with] her conclusions. ■ She rejected the package/letter [=she 
did not accept the delivery of the package, letter, etc.] and 
returned it unopened. 

2 : to decide not to publish (something) or make (some¬ 
thing) available to the public because it is not good enough ■ 
My article/book/paper was rejected. ■ The produce inspector 
rejected several crates of berries that had begun to grow 
mold. 

3 a : to refuse to allow (someone) to join a club, to attend a 
school, etc. ■ The college rejects hundreds of applicants each 
year, b : to decide not to offer (someone) a job or position ■ 
We rejected 5 of the 10 job applicants right away. 

4 : to refuse to love, care for, or give attention to (someone) 
■ The mother cat rejected the smallest kitten and refused to 
feed it. ■ Rejected by society, these street kids have to fend 
for themselves. ■ He still loves her even though she’s rejected 
him before. ■ He wanted to ask her on a date, but he was 
afraid of being rejected. 

5 medical, of a person's body : to produce substances that try 
to harm or destroy (a transplanted organ, a skin graft, etc.) ■ 
The patient’s immune system rejected the transplanted heart. 
= The patient rejected the transplanted heart. 

— re-jec-tion /n'cfeekjan/ noun, pi -tions [count] The 
committee was unanimous in its rejection of my proposal. ■ 
After many rejections, her novel was finally accepted for 
publication, [noncount] In any transplant operation, there 
is a risk of organ rejection. ■ a rejection letter [=a letter say- 
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ing that you or something you have written, made, etc., 
has been rejected] 

2 re«ject /'rii^ekt/ noun, pi -jects [count] 

1 : something that is not good enough for some purpose 
: something that cannot be used or accepted ■ Stack the 
promising applications here, and put the rejects over there. • 
One way to save on clothing costs is to buy (factory) rejects. 
[=clothes that are sold for a lower price because they have 
flaws] 

2 : a person who is not accepted or liked by other people ■ 
the rejects of society = society’s rejects ■ ( informal ) Ignore 
him, he’s a (total/complete) reject. 

re-jig /ri'cfcig/ verb -jigs; -jigged; -jig-ging [+ obj] Brit, in¬ 
formal m . REJIGGER 

re-jig-ger /ri'cfeig *■/ verb -jig-gers; -jig-gered; -jig-ger- 

ing [+ obj] US, informal : to change or adjust (something) 
: rearrange ■ We’ll have to rejigger [=(Brit ) rejig] the family 
finances to pay for the new car. ■ The TV network is rejigger- 
ing its schedule. 

re-joice /n'cfeois/ verb -jolc-es; -joiced; -joic-lng [no obj] 
: to feel or show that you are very happy about something ■ 
We all rejoiced over/about/in/at our friend’s good luck. ■ The 
fans rejoiced when their team finally won the World Series. = 
The fans rejoiced in their team’s World Series victory. 
rejoice In the name/title of Brit, humorous : to have a 
name/title that makes people laugh or smile ■ a woman 
who rejoices in the name of Eugenia Whelpbottom 

— rejoicing noun [noncount] ■ There was much rejoicing 
when the soldiers returned home. 

re-join verb -joins; -joined; -join-ing 

1 /,ri:'cfeoin/ : to become a member of (a group or organiza¬ 
tion) again [+ obj] I’ll be rejoining my family for the last part 
of our vacation. ■ Now that the kids are in school, I'm ready 
to rejoin the workforce, [no obj] The original drummer left 
the band in 2000 but rejoined two years later. 

2 /n'cfeoin/ : to come together with (something) again [+ 
obj] This trail eventually rejoins the main trail, [no obj] The 
river divides here, but the two streams rejoin downstream. 

3 /,ri:'cfeoin/ [+ obj] formal : to reply to (something said or 
written) especially in a rude or angry way • “You’re a fine 
one to talk,” she rejoined. [= replied , retorted] 

re-join-der /n'cfeomd^/ noun, pi -ders [count] formal : a 
usually rude or angry reply to something written or said ■ 
The article was a stinging rejoinder to her critics. ■ a witty re¬ 
joinder 

re-ju-ve-nate /n'cfeuiva.neit/ verb -nates; -nat-ed; -nat- 

ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make (someone) feel or look young, healthy, or ener¬ 
getic again ■ The spa treatment rejuvenated me. 

2 : to give new strength or energy to (something) ■ Each can¬ 
didate claims to have a plan to rejuvenate the sagging econo¬ 
my. ■ Her efforts to rejuvenate her career have so far been 
unsuccessful. 

— rejuvenated adj [more most —] ■ I felt rejuvenated 
[refreshed] after a nap and a shower. • a rejuvenated econ¬ 
omy — rejuvenating adj [more most ~] ■ rejuvenating 
face cream ■ The swim was very rejuvenating. — re-ju-ve- 
na-tion /r^cfeuiva'neijan/ noun [noncount] physical/eco¬ 
nomic rejuvenation [singular] The city has experienced a 
rejuvenation. 

re-kin-dle /ri'kmd]/ verb -kin-dles; -kin-died; -kin-dling 

[+ obj] : to cause (something, such as a feeling) to be strong 
or active again ■ The movie has rekindled public interest in 
the trial. ■ The court’s controversial decision is sure to rekin¬ 
dle debate about this issue. ■ rekindle an old romance 

— rekindling noun [singular] ■ a rekindling of interest/de¬ 
bate 

1 re-lapse /'ri^laeps/ noun, pi -laps-es 

1 : the return of an illness after a period of improvement 
[count] Everyone thought she was well until a sudden relapse 
sent her back to the hospital, [noncount] Patients who stop 
taking the medication have a higher risk of relapse. [=they 
are more likely to get sick again] 

2 : a return to bad behavior that you had stopped doing 
[count] a drug addict who has had a relapse [noncount] a 
drug addict who has a history of relapse ■ The program has a 
low rate of relapse. [=most people who use the program do 
not return to the bad behavior they had stopped doing] 

2 re-lapse /n'lzeps/ verb -laps-es; -lapsed; -laps-ing [no 
obj] 

1 a : to become ill again after a period of improvement in 
health ■ If you don't continue your treatment, you could re¬ 


lapse. b of an illness : to return or become worse after leav¬ 
ing or improving for a period of time ■ Malaria can relapse 
years after the original infection. 

2 : to return to a bad condition, form of behavior, etc. ■ The 
country soon relapsed into chaos. ■ She stayed out of trouble 
for a long time, but then she relapsed into her old ways. ■ 
Many former smokers relapse [=begin smoking again] in 
times of stress. 

re-lat-able /riMeitabal/ adj [more most ~] US : possible 
to understand because of being like something you have 
known, experienced, etc. ■ The show has likable characters 
in relatable situations. [=in situations that people can relate 
to] 

re-late /n'leit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -lat-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to show or make a connection between (two or 
more things) ■ relate cause and ef fect — often + to ■ Few of 
the people who became sick related their symptoms to the 
food they’d eaten the day before. 

2 [no obj] : to understand and like or have sympathy for 
someone or something ■ You must be feeling awful. I went 
through something similar myself last year, so I can relate. 

— usually + to ■ I can relate to your feelings. • I’ve never been 
able to relate to him very well. ■ The audience needs to be 
able to relate to the characters in the story. ■ He writes songs 
that people can really relate to. 

3 [+ obj] formal : to tell (something, such as a story) ■ The 
book relates [= recounts ] a tale of jealousy and heartache. ■ 
We listened eagerly as she related the whole exciting story. 

4 [no obj] — used to describe how people talk to, behave to¬ 
ward, and deal with each other; usually + to or with ■ The 
way a child relates to [-interacts with] her teacher can affect 
her education. ■ They are very formal in the way they relate 
[-interact] with each other. 

relate to [phrasal verb] relate to (someone or something) : to 
be connected with (someone or something) : to be about 
(someone or something) ■ The readings relate to the class 
discussions. ■ Their grudge relates back to a misunder¬ 
standing that took place years ago. ■ other information re¬ 
lating to his performance — often used as (be) related to • 
The survey suggests that financial success is closely/ 
strongly/directly related to a person’s level of education. 
— see also relate 1, 2, 4 (above) 
related adj 

1 : connected in some way ■ ancient history and other relat¬ 
ed subjects/areas/fields ■ drug -related crimes [=crimes that 
are connected to illegal drugs] 

2 not used before a noun : in the same family ■ I just found 
out that my best friend and I are related through distant 
cousins. ■ We all call her “auntie,” but we're not actually re¬ 
lated. [=we’re not in the same family] ■ My stepmother and I 
are not related by blood. [=my stepmother and I do not share 
biological ancestors; our biological families are different] ■ 
My sister-in-law and I are related by marriage. [=my sister-in- 
law is married to someone in my family] 

3 : belonging to the same group because of shared charac¬ 
teristics, qualities, etc. ■ Horses and donkeys are related. • 
closely/distantly related species ■ The words “play” and 
“playful” are related. 

re-la-tion /n'leijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 relations [plural] a : the way in which two or more peo¬ 
ple, groups, countries, etc., talk to, behave toward, and deal 
with each other • The incident led to tense international rela¬ 
tions. — see also industrial relations b formal: sexu¬ 
al intercourse ■ sexual relations outside of marriage 

2 : the way in which two or more people or things are con¬ 
nected [count] the relations [=(more commonly) relation¬ 
ships] between weather events and erosion [noncount] This 
movie bears no relation to the book by the same title. [=it is 
not connected to the book at all; the movie and the book do 
not tell the same story, have the same characters, etc.] 

3 : a person who is a member of your family [count] We 
threw a big party for all our friends and relations. [=relatives ] 

- Is he a relation of yours? [=are you related to him?] [non¬ 
count] I’m Jill Jones, and this is Mike Jones— no relation. 
[=we have the same last name but we are not related; we are 
not members of the same family] 

In relation to formal 1 — used to talk about what some¬ 
thing is like by comparing it to something else or by seeing 
how it is related to something else ■ The monkey’s eyes are 
large in relation to its head. ■ understanding literature in re¬ 
lation to history 2 : about (something or someone) ■ I 
have several comments to make in relation to [-in/with ref¬ 
erence to, regarding] the subject at hand. 
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re*la*tion«shiP /n'leijanjip/ noun, pi -ships 
1 [count] : the way in which two or more people, groups, 
countries, etc., talk to, behave toward, and deal with each 
other * The relationship between the two countries has im¬ 
proved. ■ She has a close relationship with her sister. ■ We 
have a good working relationship. [=we work well together] ■ 

1 have a love-hate relationship with my ex. [=1 have strong 
feelings of both love and hatred for my ex] 

2 [count] : a romantic or sexual friendship between two peo¬ 
ple ■ She has had many bad relationships. ■ I am not in a rela¬ 
tionship right now. 

3 : the way in which two or more people or things are con¬ 
nected [count] the relationship between mental and physical 
health ■ the doctor-patient relationship [noncount] “What is 
your relationship to the witness?” “He is my father/friend/ 
boss.” ■ Her earlier paintings bear little relationship to her 
later work. [=her earlier paintings are very different from 
her later work; her earlier paintings are not obviously con¬ 
nected to her later work] 

1 rel-a-tive /'relativ/ noun, pi -fives [count] 

1 : a member of your family • At the family reunion, 1 saw 
relatives I haven’t seen in years. ■ He inherited a small piece 
of land from a distant relative. 

2 : something that belongs to the same group as something 
else because of shared characteristics, qualities, etc. ■ The 
donkey is a relative of the horse. 

Relative adj 

1 a : compared to someone or something else or to each 
other ■ the relative value of two houses ■ What are the relative 
advantages of the different methods? [=what are the advan¬ 
tages of each method compared to the others?] ■ the relative 
positions of the islands ■ We discussed the relative merits of 
each school. ■ The car might seem expensive, but it’s all rela¬ 
tive. [=the car is expensive compared to some cars but not to 
other cars] b : seeming to be something when compared 
with others ■ I’m a relative newcomer to the area. [=1 am not 
really new to the area but I am more of a newcomer than 
many people] ■ We did it with relative [=comparative] ease. 

2 grammar : referring to a noun, a part of a sentence, or a 
sentence that was used earlier ■ “Who,” “whom,” “whose,” 
"which,” and “that” are all relative pronouns. • The phrase 
“that won” in “the book that won” is a relative clause, 
relative to formal 1 — used to describe what someone or 

something is like when compared with or measured 
against someone or something else ■ Dolphins have large 
brains relative to their body size. ■ The value of the house is 
low relative to similar houses in the area. 2 : concerning 
or about (something) : referring to (something) ■ We will 
discuss matters relative to peace and security, 
rel-a-tive-ly /'relativli/ adv : when compared to others ■ 
The car’s price is relatively high/low. [=the car’s price is fair¬ 
ly/somewhat high/low when compared to the price of other 
cars] ■ We’ve had a relatively [= comparatively] warm/cool/dry 
spring. ■ There wer« relatively few people [=a fairly small 
number of people] at the meeting last night. ■ The house is 
relatively [-fairly] new. 

relatively speaking 1 : when compared to others that are 
similar ■ The procedure was quick, relatively speaking. ■ 
This is a pretty good college, relatively speaking. ■ Relatively 
speaking, the movie wasn't bad. 2 — used to say that 
something is true or correct as a general statement even if 
it is not entirely true or correct ■ The trip was, relatively 
speaking, a disaster. 

rel-a-tiv-ism /'rctati.vizam/ noun [noncount] : the belief 
that different things are true, right, etc., for different people 
or at different times ■ moral/cultural relativism 

— rel-a-tiv-ist /'relativist/ noun, pi -ists [count] • cultural 
relativists — relativist also rel-a-tiv-is-tic /.relati'vistik/ 
adj • a relativist view 

rel-a-tiv-i-ty Arels'tivati/ noun [noncount]physics : a theory 
developed by Albert Einstein which says that the way that 
anything except light moves through time and space depends 
on the position and movement of someone who is watching 
re-launch /ri'laintf/ verb -launch-es; -launched; 
-launch-ing [+ obj] : to launch (something) again: such as 
a : to send or shoot (something, such as a rocket) into the air 
or water or into outer space again ■ relaunch the space shut¬ 
tle b : to offer or sell a new version of (something, such as a 
product) ■ The company is preparing to relaunch its soft¬ 
ware. ■ The editor relaunched the magazine with a new title 
and a better format. 

— re-launch /'ri:,la:nf/ noun, pi -launch-es [count] ■ The 


company has announced the relaunch of its software. 
re-lax /n'lseks/ verb -lax-es; -taxed; -lax-ing 

1 : to become or to cause (something) to become less tense, 
tight, or stiff [no obj\ Her grip on my hand relaxed [loos¬ 
ened] only after the roller coaster had come to a complete 
stop. ■ The muscles in my neck and shoulders should relax 
after a nice hot shower. [+ obj] When the roller coaster 
stopped, she relaxed [= loosened] her grip on my hand. ■ A hot 
shower relaxed the tight muscles in my neck and shoulders. 
— sometimes used figuratively ■ Winter has finally relaxed 
its grip on the country. 

2 [no obj] : to stop feeling nervous or worried ■ I can’t relax 
with all this noise! ■ Just relax, there’s nothing to worry 
about. ■ Try to relax and enjoy the ride. 

3 [no obj] : to spend time resting or doing something enjoy¬ 
able especially after you have been doing work ■ After work 
I like to come home and relax [= unwind] for a while in front 
of the television. ■ She likes to relax with a glass of wine [=to 
have a glass of wine] before bed. 

4 : to become or to cause (something, such as a rule or law) 
to become less severe or strict [+ obj ] The commission has 
voted to relax industry regulations/restrictions/standards. 
[no obj] Fashion rules have relaxed a lot in recent years. 

5 [+ obj] formal: to allow (something, such as your attention 
or concentration) to become weaker ■ We mustn’t relax our 
vigilance for a moment! 

6 [+ obj] chiefly US : to use a chemical treatment on (hair) in 
order to make it straight or straighter 

re-lax-ant /n'lseksant/ noun, pi -ants [count] : a substance 
(such as a drug) that relaxes you, your muscles, etc. ■ a mus¬ 
cle relaxant 

re-lax-a-tion Ari^lsek'seifan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] a : a way to rest and enjoy yourself ■ I like to 
play the guitar for relaxation, b : time that you spend rest¬ 
ing and enjoying yourself ■ What I need is some rest and re¬ 
laxation. 

2 : something that you do to stop feeling nervous, worried, 
etc. [noncount] relaxation techniques/exercises [count] 
C Brit ) Her favourite relaxation is listening to music. 

3 [noncount] : the act of making something (such as a mus¬ 
cle) less tense, tight, or stiff ■ the relaxation of muscles = 
muscle relaxation — sometimes used figuratively ■ the relax¬ 
ation of winter’s grip on the country 

4 : the act of becoming or causing something to become less 
severe or strict [noncount] Workers demanded the relax¬ 
ation of the company’s strict dress code, [count] a relaxation 
of rules ■ relaxations of safety regulations 

re-laxed /n'lsekst/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : calm and free from stress, worry, or anxiety : not wor¬ 
ried or tense ■ Nothing makes me feel more relaxed than a 
nice hot bath. ■ I used to get really nervous performing, but 
I’m pretty relaxed about it now. ■ He’s a very relaxed guy. 

2 : informal and comfortable : casual ■ The restaurant had 
a relaxed atmosphere. ■ The seminar was very relaxed —we 
met at the professor’s house instead of the lecture hall. ■ We 
have a relaxed dress code at the office. 

3 : not strict or carefully controlled ■ a relaxed set of rules ■ 
He has a relaxed attitude towards his studies. [=he is not very 
serious about his studies] 

4 chiefly US, of hair : made straight or straighter with a 
chemical treatment ■ relaxed hair 

5 of clothing : not tight ■ relaxed [=loose-fitting] jeans 
re-lax-er /n'lseksa*/ noun, pi -ers [count, noncount] chiefly 

US : a chemical treatment that is used to make curly hair 
straight or straighter 

re-lax-ing /n'laeksig/ adj [more most ~] : helping you to 

rest and to feel less tense, worried, nervous, etc. ■ quiet, re¬ 
laxing music ■ We spent three relaxing days at the beach. 

1 re-lay /'ri:,lei/ noun, pi -lays [count] 

1 : a race between teams in which each team member runs, 
swims, etc., a different part of the race • I’m running (in) the 
relay at tomorrow’s track meet. ■ the 4x100 relay [=a relay 
with four parts that are 100 meters each] • Our relay team is 
training for next weekend’s race. 

2 : the act of passing something from one person or device 
to another ■ a satellite relay of a television signal ■ C baseball) 
The shortstop’s relay (throw) from center field was too late 
to catch the runner at home.; also : a system for doing this ■ 
We set up a relay to carry buckets of water to the campsite. ■ 
a satellite relay system 

3 : a group of people, horses, etc., that takes the place of 
others so that something (such as a job or an activity) is done 
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continuously ■ They worked In relays to clear the rubble. 

4 technical : a device that is used to cause a switch to open 
or close automatically when there is a change in the current 
that is flowing through a circuit ■ an electromagnetic relay 
2 re-lay /ri'lei/ verb -lays; -layed; -laying [+ obj ] : to pass 
(something, such a message or information) from one person 
or device to another ■ Messengers on horseback relayed bat¬ 
tle plans to the front lines. ■ Please relay the news to the rest 
of the team. — often used as (be) relayed ■ This report is be¬ 
ing relayed to us by our crew at the scene of the accident. ■ 
Data relayed from the aircraft will be recorded on the 
ground. 

1 release /n'li:s/ verb -leas-es; -leased; -leas-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to allow (a person or animal) to leave a jail, cage, pris¬ 
on, etc. : to set (someone or something) free ■ The hostages 
have been released . ■ The judge released the prisoner. ■ The 
lion was released from its cage. ■ There is a lot of controversy 
over whether or not wolves should be released into the park, 
b : to stop holding (someone or something) ■ The hot-air bal¬ 
loon pilot signaled the ground crew to release [=let go of] the 
ropes. ■ I released my son’s hand, and he ran out onto the 
playground, c : to allow (a substance) to enter the air, wa¬ 
ter, soil, etc. ■ Plastic releases [=emits] dangerous chemicals 
when it bums. ■ The factory faced serious fines for releasing 
dangerous chemicals into the river. ■ Heat is released into the 
atmosphere by cars. ■ During exercise, the body releases 
chemicals in the brain that make you feel better, d : to 
cause (an emotion, a feeling, etc.) to go away by expressing it 
or dealing with it in some way ■ She started to cry, releasing 
all of her repressed emotion. ■ Exercise is a good way to re¬ 
lease stress/tension. 

2 : to free (someone) from a duty, responsibility, etc. ■ The 
contract was declared null, and we were released from our 
agreement/obligation. ■ I released him from his promise. [=1 
said that he did not have to do what he had promised to do] 

3 : to give up control or possession of (something) ■ The lo¬ 
cal police released the evidence to the FBI. 

4 : to make (something) available to the public ■ The band 
hopes to release their new album by next summer. ■ The po¬ 
lice will not release the names of the teenagers involved in 
the robbery. ■ They released a statement this afternoon. 

5 : to allow (part of a machine, device, etc.) to go back to its 
normal position ■ The camera’s shutter will stay open until 
the button is released. ■ release [=disengage] the parking 
brake 

2 release noun, pi -leases 

1 : the act of releasing someone or something: such as a 
: the act of allowing a person or animal to leave a jail, cage, 
prison, etc. [ noncount ] the release of the hostages ■ The pris¬ 
oner is eligible for early release. ■ There was a controversy 
over the release of wolves into the park, [count] The prison¬ 
er was given an early release, b : the act of allowing a sub¬ 
stance to enter the air, water, soil, etc. [noncount] the release 
of heat into the atmosphere ■ Exercise triggers the release of 
chemicals in the brain that make you feel better, [count] an 
accidental release of pollutants into the river c : the act of 
freeing someone from a duty, responsibility, etc. [noncount] 
They’ve filed a request for release from the contract, [count] 
They’re requesting a release from their contractual obliga¬ 
tions. d [noncount ]: the act of making something available 
to the public ■ The release of the book is scheduled for next 
month. ■ The government has tried to bar the release of the 
documents. ■ The film’s general release is Friday. [=the film 
will begin to be shown in theaters on Friday] ■ (Brit) The film 
is on general release. [=the film is being shown in theaters] 

2 a [singular] : a way of dealing with and getting rid of un¬ 
pleasant emotions, feelings, etc. ■ Dancing is a great release 
(from stress). ■ activities that offer a release from stress b 
formal : an end to pain, distress, etc. [noncount] We 
mourned her death, but were glad it brought her release 
from pain. ■ a feeling of release [singular] Her death brought 
her a release from pain. 

3 [count] : something (such as a new product or an official 
statement) that is made available to the public ■ new product 
release s ■ the band's latest release ■ the year’s top CD releases 
■ The company has issued a release about the new software. 
— see also press release 

4 [count] : an official document which states that a compa¬ 
ny, person, etc., is not responsible if you are hurt while doing 
something ■ The company requires visitors to the mine to 
sign a release before they go below ground. ■ a release form 

5 [count] : a device that allows a part of a machine to move 
freely" the shutter release on a camera 


6 [count] US, sports : the action or manner of throwing a ball 

— usually singular ■ The quarterback has a quick release. 

rel-e-gate / , reb,geit/ verb -gates; -gat-ed; -gat-lng [+ 

obj] 

1 formal : to put (someone or something) in a lower or less 
important position, rank, etc. — usually used as (be) relegat¬ 
ed ; usually + to ■ an important historical figure who is usual¬ 
ly relegated to footnote status ■ The team’s best player has 
been relegated to a backup role because of injuries. ■ old 
books relegated to the attic 

2 formal : to give (something, such as a job or responsibility) 
to another person or group ■ The bill has been relegated to 
committee for discussion. 

3 Brit : to move (a sports team) to a lower position in a 
league — usually used as (be) relegated ; usually + to ■ The 
team have been relegated to the Second Division. — opposite 
PROMOTE 

— rel-e-ga-tion ^reb'geijan/ noun [noncount] ■ her relega¬ 
tion to a backup role 

re-lent /n'lent/ verb -lents; -lent-ed; -lent-ing [no obj] 
somewhat formal 

1 : to agree to do or accept something that you have been re¬ 
sisting or opposing ■ Our application was initially refused, 
but the city relented in the end and the permit was issued. ■ 
They had refused to pay and relented only after being threat¬ 
ened with a lawsuit. 

2 : to become less severe, harsh, strong, determined, etc. ■ 
He will not relent [=give up] in his effort to clear his name. ■ 
The winds would not relent. 

re-lenMess /n'lentlos ! adj [more most ~] 

1 : continuing without becoming weaker, less severe, etc. ■ 
Her relentless optimism held the team together. ■ relentless 
winds 

2 : remaining strict or determined ■ The hunter was relentless 
in pursuit of his prey. ■ a relentless opponent of deregulation 

— re-lent-less-ly adv ■ She is relentlessly optimistic. ■ a 
hunter relentlessly pursuing his prey [=pursuing without 
stopping] 

rel«e*vant /'relavant/ adj [more most —] : relating to a 
subject in an appropriate way ■ a relevant [=pertinent] ques¬ 
tion ■ The ideas and observations expressed in the book are 
still relevant today. — often + to ■ Her comments were not 
relevant [=(more formally) germane] to the discussion. ■ Do 
you have any experience that is relevant to this job? 
-Opposite IRRELEVANT 

— rel-e-vance /'relavans/ or rel-e-van-cy /'rebvansi/ 
noun [noncount] ■ The question lacks relevance. — rel-e- 
vant-ly adv ■ It’s a funny story, and more relevantly , it’s 
true. 

re-1i-able /n'lajabal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : able to be trusted to do or provide what is needed : able 
to be relied on ■ a reliable car ■ a reliable source of safe drink¬ 
ing water [=a way to get safe drinking water every time you 
need it] ■ He’s not very reliable. You can’t always count on 
him to do what he says he’ll do. 

2 : able to be believed : likely to be true or correct ■ a reli¬ 
able witness ■ It’s a rumor, but I heard it from a reliable 
source. [=someone who is likely to have accurate informa¬ 
tion] ■ We can’t write a report without reliable data. ■ We 
need more reliable information before we can take action. 

— re-li-abil-i-ty /n^aja'bibti/ noun [noncount] ■ These cars 
are known for their reliability. — re-li-ably /ri'lajabli/ adv 
■ How can I get my computer to work reliably ? ■ Few ana¬ 
lysts can reliably estimate corporate profits. 

re-1i-anee /n'lajans/ noun [singular] : the state of needing 
someone or something for help, support, etc. — usually + on 
or upon ■ The region’s reliance on tourism has only grown in 
recent years. ■ Some farmers are taking steps to reduce their 
reliance on pesticides. 

re-1i-ant /n'lajant/ adj [more most ~] : needing someone 

or something for help, support, etc.: dependent — usual¬ 
ly + on or upon ■ Most college students remain reliant on 
their parents’ support. ■ Students have become too reliant on/ 
upon calculators and don’t truly understand basic mathe¬ 
matical principles. — see also self-reliant 
rel-ic /'relik/ noun, pi -ics [count] 

1 : something that is from a past time, place, culture, etc. — 
often + of or from ■ relics of ancient China ■ relics from the 
war ■ This law is a relic of a bygone era. ■ Typewriters are a 
relic of the past, ^typewriters are no longer used or consid¬ 
ered modem] 

2 : an object (such as a piece of clothing or the bone of a 
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saint) that is considered holy ■ holy/sacred relics 
re* lief /n*ii:f/ noun, pi -liefs 

1 : a pleasant and relaxed feeling that someone has when 
something unpleasant stops or does not happen [noncount] I 
felt such a sense of relief after I finished my thesis. ■ He ex¬ 
pressed relief that the crisis was finally over. ■ Much to every¬ 
one’s relief, the airplane took off without any problems. ■ She 
breathed a sigh of relief. [=she no longer felt tension, worry, 
fear, etc.] [singular] What a relief it is to be back home. 

2 [noncount] : the removal or reducing of something that is 
painful or unpleasant ■ I want relief from my headaches. [=1 
want my headaches to stop] ■ pain relief ■ Exercise is an ex¬ 
cellent source of stress relief . " Both candidates promised tax 
relief for middle-class families. 

3 [noncount] a : things (such as food, money, or medicine) 
that are given to help people who are victims of a war, earth¬ 
quake, flood, etc. ■ disaster/famine relief ■ Countries from 
around the world have been sending relief to the flood vic¬ 
tims. ■ Relief workers [=people whose job it is to provide aid] 
delivered medical supplies. ■ We donated to the relief effort 
for the hurricane victims, b chiefly US, old-fashioned 
: money that is given by the government to poor people 
: welfare ■ My father lost his job and we had to go on re¬ 
lief. 

4 [noncount] : a person or group that replaces another per¬ 
son or group that needs rest or has finished a period of work 
■ 30,000 troops will be sent abroad as relief for the deployed 
soldiers. — often used before another noun ■ The relief driv¬ 
er took over after the midway point of the race. ■ a relief 
crew 

5 : something that is enjoyable and that replaces for a short 
time something that is boring, unpleasant, or difficult [swi- 
gular] Just one day of sunshine would be a welcome relief 
from the rainy weather we’ve been having lately, [noncount] 
His character provides a little comic relief in what is other¬ 
wise a very serious and dramatic movie. 

6 a [noncount] : a way of decorating wood, stone, metal, 
etc., with designs that stick out above the surface ■ Each gold 
coin depicts the queen’s head in relief on the front, b 
[count] : a work of art with designs that stick out above the 
surface ■ ancient marble reliefs — see also bas-relief 

7 [noncount] : a situation in which something is more notice¬ 
able when it is compared to something else ■ The trees stood 
in stark relief against the sky. ■ Her political activism throws 
the apathy of others into sharp relief. [=makes the apathy of 
others very noticeable] 

relief map noun, pi ~ maps [count] : a map that uses dif¬ 
ferent colors or textures to show the height or depth of 
mountains, hills, valleys, etc. 

relief pitcher noun, pi ~ -ers [count] baseball : a pitcher 
who comes into a game When another pitcher is removed 
from the game — called also reliever 
relief road noun, pi ~ roads [count] Brit : a road that can 
be used to avoid a busy area, another road with heavy traf¬ 
fic, etc. 

relieve /n'li-.v/ verb -lieves; -lieved; -llev-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to reduce or remove (something, such as pain or an un¬ 
pleasant feeling) ■ I took a pill to relieve my headache. ■ I 
wish I could relieve your suffering. ■ What’s the best way to 
relieve stress? ■ She tried to relieve the tension by making a 
joke. 

2 : to make (a problem) less serious • an effort to relieve traf¬ 
fic congestion ■ relieve poverty ■ We need to find ways to re¬ 
lieve overcrowding in our schools. 

3 : to take the place of (someone who has been working, 
fighting, etc.) ■ I’ve come to relieve the guard on duty. ■ The 
soldiers were relieved by 30,000 fresh troops. ■ ( baseball ) He 
relieved the starting pitcher in the sixth inning. 

4 : to make (something) less boring, dull, etc., by including a 
part that is different ■ His latest book is a long, serious novel 
relieved only by the occasional joke. 

relieve of [phrasal verb] relieve (someone) of (something) 1 
formal : to take (something that is difficult or unpleasant) 
from (someone) ■ She signed a contract that relieved him of 
all responsibility regarding the business. ■ The law relieves 
you of any liability. [=under the law, you will not be liable] 
2 informal + humorous : to steal (something) from (some¬ 
one) ■ Someone relieved him o/his wallet. [=someone stole 
his wallet] 3 : to remove (someone who has done some¬ 
thing wrong) from (a post, duty, job, etc.) ■ The general 
was relieved of his command. 

relieve yourself : to pass waste from your body ■ He 


stopped the car and went out into the woods to relieve him¬ 
self [-urinate] ■ The puppy relieved himself on the carpet, 
relieved adj [more most —] : feeling relaxed and happy 
because something difficult or unpleasant has been stopped, 
avoided, or made easier : feeling relief ■ I was relieved to hear 
that you’re feeling better. ■ He was greeted at the door by his 
much relieved mother. 
re*liev*er /n'li.va 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : something that relieves pain, stress, etc. ■ pain relievers 
like aspirin and ibuprofen ■ Exercise is a good stress reliever. 

2 baseball : relief pitcher 
re*li*alon /ri'Iitfean/ noun, pi -glons 

1 [noncount] : the belief in a god or in a group of gods ■ 
Many people turn to religion for comfort in a time of crisis. 

2 : an organized system of beliefs, ceremonies, and rules 
used to worship a god or a group of gods [count] There are 
many religions , such as Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, 
Islam, and Judaism. ■ Shinto is a religion that is unique to Ja¬ 
pan. ■ I think that children should be taught about different 
religions. [=faiths] ■ It is against my religion [=my beliefs do 
not allow me] to drink alcohol, [noncount] They advocated 
for freedom of religion. [=the right to choose what religion to 
follow and to worship without interference] ■ She no longer 
participates in organized religion. [=a belief system that has 
large numbers of followers and a set of rules that must be 
followed] 

3 informal : an interest, a belief, or an activity that is very 
important to a person or group [count] Hockey is a religion 
in Canada. ■ Politics are a religion to him. [noncount] Where 
I live, high school football is religion. ■ Food is religion in this 
house. 

find/get religion informal + sometimes disapproving 1 : to 
become religious : to decide to follow a particular religion 
■ Lots of people get religion in prison. ■ My dad found reli¬ 
gion after surviving a car accident. 2 : to stop doing 
something that others think is wrong and begin to do 
something others think is good or correct ■ Automakers 
have found religion, finally bringing more hybrid vehicles 
to market. ■ The mayor got religion on public transit and is 
now pushing plans to build a new subway. 
re*li*gi*OS*i*ty /njicfei'cusgti/ noun [noncount] sometimes 
disapproving : the state of being religious ■ a man of deep re¬ 
ligiosity [=a very/deeply religious man] 
re*li»aiOUS /ri'licfeas/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : of or relating to religion ■ My religious beliefs forbid the 
drinking of alcohol. ■ religious groups/organizations/schools 
■ Religious leaders called for an end to the violence. 

2 : believing in a god or a group of gods and following the 
rules of a religion ■ She is very religious. ■ My grandfather 
was a deeply religious spiritual] man. ■ His wife is very ac¬ 
tive in the church, but he’s not religious himself. 

3 informal a : very careful to do something whenever it can 
or should be done — usually + about • She’s religious about 
using her seatbelt [=she always uses her seatbelt] when she 
drives, b : very interested in or involved with something — 
usually + about • The people here are religious about college 
football. 

re*li*gioUS*ly /ri'licfeasli/ adv [more —/ most ~] 

1 : concerned or connected with religion ■ He is religiously 
observant. ■ Voters in this part of the country tend to be reli¬ 
giously and socially liberal. 

2 : very regularly or carefully ■ She swims and lifts weights 
religiously. ■ I read the classified ads religiously. • This recipe 
must be followed religiously. 

re*lin*quish /n'lujkwiJ/ verb -quish’es; -quished; 
-quish-ing [+ obj] formal : to give up (something) : to give 
(something, such as power, control, or possession) to anoth¬ 
er person or group ■ I will not relinquish my rights. • She was 
forced to relinquish control of the project. ■ The court or¬ 
dered him to relinquish custody of his child. 

— re-lin-quish-ment /n'lirjkwijmant/ noun [noncount] 
rel*i*quary /'re^kweri/ noun, pi -quar-ies [count] : a con¬ 
tainer that is used to hold holy objects (called relics) 
1 rel*ish frchj/ noun, pi -ish-es 

1 [count, noncount]: a seasoned sauce that is used to add fla¬ 
vor to other foods and that is made of chopped fruit or vege¬ 
tables ■ mango relish ; especially \ such a sauce made from 
pickles ■ I like to eat hot dogs with mustard and relish. 

2 a [noncount] : enjoyment of or delight in something ■ She 
plays the role with great relish. ■ He took particular relish in 
pointing out my error, b [singular] : a feeling of liking 
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something ■ He showed little relish for the job. [=he did not 
like the job] 

2 relish verb -ishes; -ished; -ish-ing [+ obj] : to enjoy or 
take pleasure in (something) • I relish traveling to new places. 
• I don’t relish the idea/prospect/thought of working late to¬ 
night. ■ He relishes the chance/opportunity to compete again, 
re-live /ri'liv/ verb -lives; -lived; -liv-ing [+ obj ]: to experi¬ 
ence (something) again in your imagination : to remember 
(something) so clearly that the same emotions you felt in the 
past are felt again ■ an athlete trying to relive his glory days ■ 
He would sometimes relive the battle in his dreams, 
re-load /ri'lood/ verb -loads; -load-ed; -load-ing 

1 : to put bullets, film, etc., into something (such as a gun or 
camera) again [+ obj] They reloaded their rifles. ■ I need to 
reload the camera, [no obj ] The soldiers reloaded. 

2 : to put data into a computer’s memory again [+ obj ] If the 
images don’t display, reload the page, [no obj] Exit the pro¬ 
gram and reload. 

re-lo-cate /ri'lou.keit/ verb -cates; -cat-ed; -cat-ing : to 

move to a new place [no obj] He relocated to Los Angeles for 
his new job. ■ How can we convince more businesses to relo¬ 
cate to/in this city? [+ obj] The company decided to relocate 
its headquarters. 

— re-lo-ca-tion Ariilou'keijan/ noun.pl -tions [count, non- 
count] • corporate relocations 

re-luc-tant /ri'lAktant/ acjj [more most ~] : feeling or 
showing doubt about doing something : not willing or eager 
to do something ■ We were reluctant to get involved. ■ He 
might agree but seems reluctant to admit it. ■ a reluctant par¬ 
ticipant 

— re-luc-tance /n'lAktons/ noun [singular] They have 
shown a reluctance to take risks, [noncount] He agreed to 
help us with much/great reluctance. — re*luc-tant-ly adv • 
She reluctantly agreed to pay the fine. 

re-ly /n'lai/ verb -lies; -lied; -ly-ing 
rely on/upon [phrasal verb] 1 rely on/upon (someone or 
something) a : to need (someone or something) for sup¬ 
port, help, etc. : to depend on (someone or something) ■ 
My mother relied on me for financial support. ■ They rely 
on a well for all their water. ■ She relies on her sister to 
drive her to school. • He no longer relies upon his parents 
for money, b : to trust or believe (someone or some¬ 
thing) ■ She’s someone you can rely on. ■ You can rely on 
him to do it right. ■ 1 relied heavily upon your advice. ■ You 
could always rely on [=count on] him to disagree. [=you 
could always be sure that he would disagree] 2 rely on/up¬ 
on (something) : to expect (something) with confidence 
: to be certain that (something) will happen or exist ■ The 
economy may improve next year, but it’s not something 
you can rely on. 

REM /'rem, ,aa , ii: , em/ noun [noncount]: rem sleep 
re-main /nWm/ verb -mains; -mained; -main-ing 

1 [no obj] : to be left when the other parts are gone or have 
been used ■ Little remained after the fire. ■ Only two minutes 
still remain in the game. ■ The memory of that day will re¬ 
main [=stay] with me for the rest of my life. 

2 not used in progressive tenses [no obj] : to be something that 
still needs to be done, dealt with, etc. ■ The question/mystery 
remains: who fired the shot? — often followed by to + verb ■ 
Much work remains to be done. [=there is much work still to 
be done] ■ It remains to be seen [=it is uncertain] whether or 
not she was lying. 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] some¬ 
what formal : to stay in the same place or with the same per¬ 
son or group : to stay after others have gone ■ She remained 
in Boston after she finished college. ■ The soldiers were or¬ 
dered to remain at their posts. ■ I remained behind after the 
class had ended. ■ He remained with the team. 

4 not used in progressive tenses [linking verb] : to continue in a 
specified state, condition, or position ■ She remained [=kept, 
stayed] calm. ■ Please remain standing/seated. : to continue 
to be something specified ■ It remains true that the best 
wines are not always the most expensive. ■ The weather re¬ 
mained cold. ■ The victim’s identity remains a mystery. ■ 
They have remained friends. [=they are still friends] 

the fact remains see fact 

— remaining adi ■ Add the remaining ingredients to the 
sauce. ■ a few remaining guests 

1 re-main-der /n'memda 1 / noun, pi -ders 

1 the remainder: the part that is left when the other people 
or things are gone, used, etc. • Most of the university’s stu¬ 
dents live on campus and the remainder [=the rest] rent apart¬ 


ments in town. — often + of ■ The players will be suspended 
for the remainder of the season. ■ The remainder of the mon¬ 
ey will be donated to charity. 

2 [count] mathematics a : the number that is left when one 
number is subtracted from another number • 2 subtracted 
from 5 gives a remainder of 3. b : the number that is left 
over when one number does not divide evenly into another 
number ■ 5 goes into 29 five times with a remainder of 4. 

3 [count] : a book that is sold at a reduced price by the pub¬ 
lisher ; a book that is remaindered 

Remainder verb -ders; -dered; -der-ing [+ obj] : to sell (a 
book) at a reduced price because not many copies are being 
sold and no more copies will be produced ■ The book did not 
sell well and ended up being remaindered. 
re-mains /ri'meinz/ noun [plural] 

1 : the dead body of a person or animal ■ Her remains will be 
returned to her family for burial. • fossil remains of prehis¬ 
toric animals ■ human remains 

2 : the parts of something that are left when the other parts 
are gone or used ■ These photos show the remains of a star 
that exploded thousands of years ago. ■ the remains of a me¬ 
dieval castle 

mortal remains formal : the dead body of a person 
1 re-make /ri'meik/ verb -makes; -made /-'meid/; -mak¬ 
ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make a new or different version of (something, such as 
a movie, song, etc.) • They will be remaking the film with 
American actors. 

2 : to make (something) into something else ■ The city is try¬ 
ing to remake [^transform] itself into a regional center for 
arts and tourism. 

2 re-make /‘ri:,meik/ noun, pi -makes [count] : a new or dif¬ 
ferent version of a movie, song, etc. ■ The director’s next 
project will be a remake of King Kong, 
re-mand /n'msend, Brit n'ma.nd/ verb -mands; -mand- 
ed; -mand-ing [+ obj] law 

1 US : to send (a case) back to another court of law to be 
tried or dealt with again ■ The judge remanded the case for 
further consideration. 

2 always followed by a preposition : to order (someone) to go 
somewhere — usually used as (be) remanded ■ He was re¬ 
manded into custody [=he was sent to prison to wait for his 
trial] until the end of the month. ■ She was remanded to drug 
rehab as part of her sentencing. ■ (Brit) She was remanded on 
bail. [=she was allowed to post bail and wait for her trial at 
home instead of in prison] 

— remand noun, pi -mands [count, noncount] ■ ( US) The 
appellate court will hear the case on remand. [=the case 
has been remanded and will be heard by the appellate 
court] ■ (Brit) He’s in prison on remand awaiting trial. [=he 
has been remanded to prison and is awaiting trial] 
remand centre noun, pi ~ -tres [count] Brit, law : a jail 
for people who are waiting for trial or sentencing 
1 re-mark /n'maak/ noun, pi -marks 

1 [count] : something that someone says or writes to express 
an opinion or idea ; comment ■ I was offended by his re¬ 
mark. ■ I’ve heard many disparaging remarks about him. ■ an 
author known for making witty/clever remarks 

2 [noncount] formal : the act of noticing or making a com¬ 
ment about something ■ The incident passed without remark. 

3 remarks [plural] : a short speech or a part of a speech ■ 
opening/closing remarks 

synonyms remark, observation, and comment mean 
something that is said or written and that gives an opinion. 
remark often suggests a quick thought or an informal 
judgment. ■ He made a casual remark about the food, ob¬ 
servation often suggests an opinion expressed after 
looking closely at and thinking about something. ■ She 
published her observations on whales after 10 years of 
study, comment often suggests a remark that is meant to 
explain or criticize. • I asked her to give me her comments 
on the book when she finished it. 

2 remark verb -marks; -marked; -mark-ing : to make a 
statement about someone or something : to make a remark 
[+ obj] “It’s so hot today,” she remarked. ■ He remarked 
[commented] that the movie was disappointing, [no obj] — 
+ on or upon ■ The mayor remarked on/upon how quickly the 
construction of the new civic center was progressing. 
re-mark-able /n'maa^kabgl/ adj [more —; most ~]: unusu- 
al or surprising : likely to be noticed ■ Competing in the 
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Olympics is a remarkable achievement. ■ a remarkable new 
theory ■ The girl has a remarkable talent. 

— re*mark«ably /n'ma3*k3bli/ adv ■ Remarkably (enough), 
no one was hurt. ■ They were remarkably successful. 

re-mar-ry /ri'meri/ verb -ries; -ried; -ry-ing : to marry 
again [no obj] I’m not sure if I’ll ever remarry. ■ She never re¬ 
married after her husband died. [+ obj] Is he going to remar¬ 
ry his ex-wife? 

— re-mar-riage /ri'mericfe/ noun, pi -riag-es [count, non¬ 
count] • 

re-mas-ter /ri'mgester, Brit ri'ma.sta/ verb -ters; -tered; 
-ter-ing [+ obj] technical : to make a new copy of (a record¬ 
ing or film) with the sound or image improved ■ The movie 
was digitally remastered [=improved using digital technolo¬ 
gy] for release on DVD. 

re-match / , ri:,m®lf/ noun, pi -match*es [count] : a match 
or game that is played by the same people or teams after an 
earlier match or game — usually singular ■ After he lost the 
first game he demanded a. rematch. 

re-me-di-a-ble /ri'mkdijabal/ ad/, formal : capable of be¬ 
ing solved or cured ■ This problem is easily remediable. 
re-me-di-al /ri'mi.dijal ! adj 

1 a : done to correct or improve something : done to make 
something better ■ Officials have pledged remedial action/ 
measures to repair damaged bridges, b : done to cure or 
treat someone ■ remedial therapy 

2 : involving students who need special help to improve in a 
particular subject ■ Thirty percent of the new students need 
remedial classes/courses in math. ■ remedial education ■ He’s 
taking a course in remedial reading. ■ (US) a remedial stu¬ 
dent [=a student who is taking a remedial class] 

Vem-e-dy /'rcmadi/ noun, pi -dies 

1 [count] : a medicine or treatment that relieves pain or 
cures a usually minor illness ■ a remedy for fever • The store 
now sells herbal remedies. [=medicines made from plants] ■ a 
shelf of cold remedies [=medicines to take when you have a 
cold] ■ Do you know of a good home remedy [=a medicine 
made at home] for heartburn? ■ folk remedies ^traditional 
medicines that are not prescribed by a doctor] 

2 : a way of solving or correcting a problem [count] Build¬ 
ing more roads isn’t always the best remedy for traffic con¬ 
gestion. ■ You may have no legal remedy [=way of finding a 
solution using the law] in this dispute, [noncount] The prob¬ 
lem was beyond remedy. ■ She was left without remedy since 
the court did not recognize her claim. 

2 remedy verb -dies; -died; -dy-ing [+ obj] : to solve, cor¬ 
rect, or improve (something) ■ Something must be done to 
remedy the problem/situation. • The conflict can be reme¬ 
died by scheduling the meeting for next week. 

re-mem-ber /n'memba 1 / verb -bers; -bered; -ber-ing 

1 : to have or keep an image or idea in your mind of (some¬ 
thing or someone from the past) : to think of (something or 
someone from the past) again [+ obj] I remember my first 
day of school like it was yesterday. ■ Do you remember me? I 
used to work with you many years ago. ■ Remember when we 
went hiking last summer? ■ I remember telling him not to do 
it, but he did it anyway. ■ I remember what that felt like. • It 
was a day fo remember. [=it was a special/memorable day] 
[no obj] As far as I can remember, I’ve never been late to a 
meeting. • My family has lived in New York for as long as I 
can remember. [=for a very long time] 

2 : to cause (something) to come back into your mind [+ 
obj] I couldn’t remember how to spell her name. ■ I can’t re¬ 
member where I put that book. ■ I remembered that I had left 
my wallet at home. ■ Sorry, I don’t remember your name. [=1 
have forgotten your name] [no obj] What was it that I was 
going to ask him? I can’t remember. 

3 : to keep (information) in your mind : to not forget (some¬ 
thing) [+ obj] Remember the dates for the test. ■ Thank you 
for remembering my birthday. ■ I remembered to feed the cat. 
■ Remember , the trains stop running at 12:30 a.m. ■ Please re¬ 
member to take out the trash tomorrow. ■ (formal) It should 
be remembered [=it is important to keep in mind] that he 
made many important contributions to the campaign, [no 
obj] I don’t need to write it down. I’ll remember. — see also 
remember your manners at manner 

4 [+ obj] : to think about (someone who has died) in a re¬ 
spectful way ■ On this day, let us remember our nation’s vet¬ 
erans. ■ We should remember the victims of the tragedy. ■ She 
is remembered for her contributions to physics. 

5 [+ obj] : to give money or a gift to (someone) • Her brother 
was remembered in her will. [=she wrote in her will that her 


brother should receive some of her things after her death] ■ 
They remembered him on his birthday. 
remember me to old-fashioned — used to ask someone to 
give your greetings to another person ■ Remember me to 
your aunt when you see her today, 
re-mem-brance /n'membrans/ noun, pi -branc-es liter¬ 
ary 

1 [noncount] : the act of remembering a person, thing, or 
event ■ a time for remembrance — often + of* The remem¬ 
brance o/his loss seemed to darken his mood. 

2 [noncount] : something that is done or made to honor the 
memory of a person, thing, or event — often + of m The din¬ 
ner was held in remembrance of my mother. 

3 [count] : a memory of a person, thing, or event — often + 
of 9 1 have many fond remembrances of my youth. 

Remembrance Sunday noun, pi ~ -days [count, non- 
count ] Brit: a holiday that is observed on the Sunday closest 
to November 11 to honor the people who were killed in the 
two World Wars — called also Remembrance Day 
re-mind /ri'maind/ verb -minds; -mind-ed; -mind-ing [+ 
obj] : to make (someone) think about something again ! to 
cause (someone) to remember something ■ She’ll forget to 
call the doctor if you don’t remind her. ■ Remind me to buy 
some groceries after work. ■ I constantly have to be reminded 
how to pronounce her name. ■ I had to remind him that we 
were supposed to leave early. ■ The audience was reminded 
to turn their cell phones off in the theater. ■ (humorous) “We 
have a test tomorrow.” “ Don’t remind me." [=1 don’t want to 
hear about it because it’s something unpleasant that I’m try¬ 
ing not to think about] ■ The mail just arrived. That reminds 
me, did you mail that letter I gave you yesterday? 
remind of [phrasal verb] 1 remind (someone) of (some¬ 
thing) : to cause (someone) to remember (something) ■ I 
reminded him o/his promise to help me. 1=1 reminded him 
that he had promised to help me] ■ This song reminds me of 
our wedding day. 2 remind (someone) of (someone or 
something) : to cause (someone) to think of (a similar per¬ 
son or thing) ■ He reminds me of my uncle. [=he is like my 
uncle; he looks/acts like my uncle] ■ This painting reminds 
me of a picture I saw at the Metropolitan Museum, 
re-mind-er /n'mainda 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : something 
that causes you to remember or to think about something ■ 
The accident was a sobering reminder of the dangers of 
climbing. ■ a constant reminder of his past ■ She sent him an 
e-mail reminder about the meeting. ■ I wrote myself a re¬ 
minder to take out the trash. 

rem-i-nisce /.rema'ms/ verb -nisc-es; -nisced; -nisc- 

ing [no obj] : to talk, think, or write about things that hap¬ 
pened in the past ■ He reminisced with old buddies at his high 
school reunion. ■ She reminisced about her time in Europe, 
rem-i-nis-cence Arema'nisps/ noun, pi -cenc-es formal 

1 [count] : a story that someone tells about something that 
happened in the past — usually plural; often + of • I listened 
to my grandmother’s reminiscences of her childhood. 

2 [noncount] : the act of remembering or telling about past 
experiences ■ a time for reminiscence 

rem-i-nis-cent /.rcma'nispt/ am 

1 : reminding you of someone or something else : similar to 
something else — often + of 9 His singing is reminiscent of the 
crooners of the ’40s and '50s. ■ It had a taste reminiscent of 
spinach. 

2 always used before a noun, literary + formal : thinking 
about the past : having many thoughts of the past ■ I’m in a 
reminiscent mood. 

re-miSS /ri'mis/ adj [more most ~] formal : not showing 
enough care and attention ■ It would be remiss (of me) if I 
forgot to mention them in my lecture. ■ I was remiss in pay¬ 
ing my bills. [=1 neglected to pay my bills] 
re-mis-sion /n'mijan/ noun, pi -sions 

1 : a period of time during a serious illness when the pa¬ 
tient’s health improves [noncount] Her cancer has gone into 
remission. = Her cancer is in remission. [=the symptoms of 
her cancer have become much less severe] ■ The patient is in 
remission, [count] a temporary remission of symptoms 

2 formal : the act of reducing or canceling the amount of 
money that you owe [noncount] The university offers tu¬ 
ition remission to teaching assistants. [=teaching assistants do 
not have to pay tuition] [count] tax remissions ■ fee remis¬ 
sions 

3 [noncount] Brit : the reduction of a prison sentence ■ He 
was given remission for good behavior. 

1 re-mit /ri'mit/ verb -mits; -mit-ted; -mit-ting [+ obj] formal 
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1 : to send (money) as a payment • Please remit $1,000 upon 
receipt of this letter. ■ Payment can be remitted by check. 

2 : to cancel or free someone from (a punishment, debt, etc.) 
■ The governor remitted the remainder of her life sentence. 
remit to [phrasal verb] remit (something) to (someone or 

something) : to send (something, such as a dispute or a 
court case) to an authority that can make a decision about 
it — often used as (be) remitted to • The matter was remit¬ 
ted to a new committee for discussion. ■ The case was re¬ 
mitted to the state court. 

2 remit noun, pi -rnits [count] Brit, formal : an area of respon¬ 
sibility and authority — usually singular ■ The problem was 
outside/beyond our remit. • She will have a wide remit to re¬ 
form the company. 

re-mit-tance /n'mitps/ noun, pi -tanc-es formal 

1 [count] : an amount of money that is sent as a payment for 
something ■ Please return the form with your remittance. 
[= payment\ 

2 [noncount] : the act of sending money as a payment for 
something • Remittance can be made by check or credit card. 

re*mix /'ri:,miks/ noun, pi -mix-es [count] : a new or differ¬ 
ent version of a recorded song that is made by changing or 
adding to the original recording of the song ■ dance remixes 
of rock songs 

— re-mix /ri'miks/ verb -mix-es; -mixed; -mlx-ing [+ obj] 
■ He remixed the song for the new album. — re-mix-er 
noun, pi -ers [count] ■ He is the band’s remixer. 

rem-riant /'remnant/ noun, pi -nants [count] 

1 : the part of something that is left when the other parts are 
gone — usually plural; often + of ■ These villages are the last 
surviving remnants of a great civilization. • A new police 
force was formed from the remnants of the army. 

2 : a small piece of cloth that is left after the rest of the cloth 
has been sold ■ Remnants go on sale next week. 

re-mod-el /ri'ma:dj/ verb -els; US -eled or Brit-e lied; US 
-el-ing or Brit -el-ling [+ obj] : to change the structure, 
shape, or appearance of (something) ■ We remodeled the 
kitchen last year. 

— remodeled ( US) or Brit remodelled adj ■ newly remod¬ 
eled [-renovated] bathrooms — remodeling (US) or Brit 
remodelling noun [noncount] ■ The office will be closed 
during remodeling. 

re-mold (US) or Brit re-mould /ri'mould/ verb -molds; 
-mold-ed; -mold-ing [+ obj] formal : to change (some¬ 
thing, such as an idea, a system, or a habit) ■ She resisted the 
efforts to remold her image. ■ The company needs to remold 
itself ^transform itself] into a smaller and more competitive 
business. 

re-mon-strance /ri'mainstrans/ noun, pi -stranc-es for¬ 
mal : a protest or complaint about something [count] an an¬ 
gry remonstrance [noncount] Many residents wrote letters of 
remonstrance to city officials. 

re-mon-Strate /'reman,streit, n'ma:n,streit/ verb -strates; 
-strat-ed; -strat-ing [no obj]formal : to disagree and argue 
or complain about something ■ He got angry when I politely 
remonstrated with him about littering. 

— re-mon-stra-tion Areman'strei/an, ra,ma:n'strei/an/ 
noun, pi -tions [count] an official remonstration [-protest, 
complaint] [noncount] letters of remonstration 

re-morse /n'mo»s/ noun [noncount] : a feeling of being sor¬ 
ry for doing something bad or wrong in the past: a feeling of 
guilt ■ I could forgive him for what he did if he showed some 
remorse. — often + for ■ She was filled with remorse for not 
visiting her father more often. [=she was very sorry that she 
did not visit her father more often] ■ I felt a bit of remorse 
[-regret] for being so impatient. 

— re-morse-ful /n'moa'sfal/ adj ■ She seemed truly re¬ 
morseful for what she had done. — re-morse-ful-ly 
/n'mo^sfali/ adv ■ She remorsefully pleaded guilty. 

re-morse-less /n'mo^siss/ adj 

1 : very cruel and showing no pity or sympathy for other 
people : merciless ■ a remorseless murderer 

2 : continuing in a way that does not end or that seems im¬ 
possible to stop • his remorseless pursuit of justice 

— re-morse-less-ly adv ■ She attacked her opponent’s po¬ 
sition remorselessly. 

re-mort-gage /ri'mo<*gicfe/ verb -gag-es; -gaged; -gag¬ 
ing : to get a second mortgage on a house or to change the 
mortgage that you have [+ obj ] We had to remortgage our 
house, [no obj] I’d like to remortgage at a lower rate. 

1 re-mote /ri'mout /adj re-mot-er; -est [ormore —; most —] 
1 a : far away : distant ■ She enjoys reading about remote 


lands. ■ remote galaxies b : far away from other people, 
houses, cities, etc. ■ a remote island/village ■ The mission is to 
transport medical supplies to remote areas/places/regions of 
the globe. 

2 always used before a noun : far away in time : happening a 
long time ago or far into the future • a tradition that dates 
back to remote antiquity ■ an invention that may be available 
in the remote future 

3 : very small : slight ■ There is a remote possibility that I'll 
be free Friday night. ■ a remote chance [=a very small possi¬ 
bility] 

4 always used before a noun : not closely related ■ remote an¬ 
cestors 

5 : very different from something • Their traditions are re¬ 
mote from our own. 

6 : not friendly or involved with other people : distant or 
cold in manner ■ She became very remote in her old age. 

7 always used before a noun a computers : connected to a 
computer system from another place ■ a remote computer/ 
machine/terminal ■ Remote users cannot access these files. ■ 
The computer is capable of remote access. [=it is possible to 
become connected to this computer from another place] b 
: capable of being controlled from a distance ■ a remote cam¬ 
era • remote sensors 

— re-mote-ness noun [noncount] • The remoteness of his lo¬ 
cation made it hard for rescuers to reach him. ■ his remote¬ 
ness as a father 

2 remote noun, pi -motes [count] informal : remote con¬ 
trol 

remote control noun, pi ~ -trols 

1 [count] : a small device that is used to operate electronic 
equipment (such as a television) from a distance by using 
electronic signals ■ Where did you put the remote controH — 
called also (informal) remote, (chiefly US, informal) clicker, 
(Brit, informal) zapper 

2 [noncount ] : a process or system that makes it possible to 
control something from a distance by using electronic sig¬ 
nals ■ The bomb was detonated by remote control. • a DVD 
player with remote control ■ a remote control camera 

— remote-controlled adj ■ a remote-controlled toy car 
re-mote-ly /ri'moutli/ adv 

1 : to a very small degree ■ It's remotely [-barely] possible 
that they could have met, but I don’t think it’s very likely. — 
usually used in negative statements • I’ve never seen any¬ 
thing remotely like it. [=never seen anything that was like it 
at all] ■ I wasn’t even remotely involved in that decision. ■ 
Nothing he said was even remotely true. [=nothing he said 
was at all true] 

2 technical : from a distance ■ I can log in remotely to my 
computer. [=1 can log in to my computer by using another 
computer that is connected to it] ■ a remotely operated sub¬ 
marine ■ They can remotely monitor the building. • The door 
can be unlocked remotely. 

remote sensing noun [noncount] technical : the use of 
satellites to collect information about and take photographs 
of the Earth 

remould Brit spelling of REMOLD 

re-mount /ri'maunt/ verb -mounts; -mount-ed; -mount¬ 
ing 

1 [+ obj] : to attach (something) to a support again ■ a dia¬ 
mond remounted in a new setting ■ I had to remount the tires 
on my car. ■ I had trouble remounting the door. 

2 : to get on a horse, bicycle, motorcycle, etc., again after 
getting off or falling off [no obj] She fell off her horse but 
quickly remounted. [+ obj] She remounted her horse and fin¬ 
ished her ride. 

re-mOV-able /ri'muivabal/ adj : able to be removed : made 
to be detached or taken out ■ The hard drive is removable. ■ 
I’m looking for a digital camera with a removable lens, 
re-mov-al /ri'muival/ noun, pi -als 

1 [noncount] : the act of moving or taking something away 
from a place ■ We arranged for the removal of the old car. • 
The city is having problems with trash/waste/snow removal. 
■ Surgical removal of the tumor might be necessary. 

2 [noncount] : the act of making something go away so that 
it no longer exists ■ stain removal ■ the removal of doubt 

3 [noncount] : the act of forcing someone to leave a job ■ re¬ 
moval from office ■ The scandal resulted in the director’s re¬ 
moval. [=dismissal] 

4 [count] Brit : the act of moving furniture and other things 
from one house to another ■ Local removals [=(t/S) moves] 
can be done cheaply. — often used before another noun ■ a 
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removal van • renew 


removal [=(US) moving] company ■ removal expenses 
removal van noun, pi ~ vans [count] Brit : moving van 
1 re- move /n'muiv/ verb -moves; -moved; -mov-ing [+ 

obj ] 

1 : to move or take (something) away from a place ■ Remove 
the trash from the front yard. ■ My tonsils were removed 
when I was five years old. ■ Trees help to remove carbon di¬ 
oxide from the atmosphere. 

2 : to cause (something) to no longer exist ■ These new find¬ 
ings should remove any doubt about his innocence. ■ What’s 
a good way to remove stains from a silk dress? ■ The new law 
would remove obstacles to obtaining a work permit. 

3 : to force (someone) to leave a job : to dismiss (someone) 
from a job ■ He was removed from office. 

4 somewhat formal: to take off (something, such as a piece 
of your clothing) ■ Please remove your shoes. ■ He removed 
his sunglasses. 

2 remove noun, pi -moves formal : a distance separating one 
person or thing from another — used with at [count] — 
usually singular ■ His anger remains, even at a remove of 20 
years. [=even after 20 years have passed] ■ He keeps the chil¬ 
dren at a safe remove from the dangers of the city, [non- 
count] She thrives when she’s at some remove from main¬ 
stream society. 

removed adj, not used before a noun 

1 : away from something : distant ■ We’re looking for an 
apartment somewhat removed from the noise of downtown. 

2 : of a younger or older generation ■ The child of your first 
cousin is your first cousin once removed. 

far removed from : very different from (something) ■ a 
pampered life far removed from the poverty of his youth ■ 
Hockey and soccer are not that far removed from each oth¬ 
er. 

re-mov-er /n'muiva 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : something (such as a chemical) that removes something 
unwanted from something else ■ paint/stain remover ■ nail 
polish remover 

2 Brit : a person or company that is hired to take furniture 
and possessions from one place to another — usually plural • 
Don’t let the removers [=(US) movers] pack your dishes. 

REM Sleep noun [noncount] : a stage of sleep during which 
you dream and your eyes make quick movements — called 
also rapid eye movement sleep, REM 
re-mu-ner-ate /ri'mjuinajreit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at*ing 
[+ obj]formal : to pay someone for work that has been done ■ 
They were remunerated for their services. = Their services 
were remunerated. 

re»mu»ner«a*tion /ri.mjuina'rei/an/ noun, pi -tions for¬ 
mal : an amount of money paid to someone for the work 
that person has done [noncount] an increase in remunera¬ 
tion ■ a remuneration package [count] She was given gener¬ 
ous remunerations for her work. 
re-ITHI-ner-a-tive /n'mjuinaretiv/ adj [more most ~] 
formal : paying a lot of money : profitable ■ Our investors 
are seeking more remunerative opportunities, 
re-nais-sance /'rena^cuns, Brit n'neisps/ noun 

1 the Renaissance : the period of European history be¬ 
tween the 14th and 17th centuries when there was a new in¬ 
terest in science and in ancient art and literature especially 
in Italy ■ a book on the Renaissance — often used as Renais¬ 
sance before another noun ■ a Renaissance scholar/painter ■ 
Renaissance art 

2 [singular] a : a situation or period of time when there is a 
new interest in something that has not been popular in a 
long time ■ The magazine began when the country was un¬ 
dergoing a culinary renaissance, [-rebirth] ■ The city has ex¬ 
perienced a renaissance [-renewal, revival] of interest in his¬ 
toric preservation, b : a period of new growth or activity ■ 
the city’s economic renaissance [= revival, rebirth] 

Renaissance man noun, pi ~ men [count] : a man who 
is interested in and knows a lot about many things 
Renaissance woman noun, pi ~ -men [count] : a wom¬ 
an who is interested in and knows a lot about many things 
re-nal /'ri:nl/ adj, always used before a noun, medical : relat¬ 
ing to or involving the kidneys ■ renal disease/failure 
re-name /ri'neim/ verb -names; -named; -nam-ing [+ 
obj] : to give a new name to (someone or something) ■ Cey¬ 
lon was renamed Sri Lanka in 1972. ■ The bridge is being re¬ 
named in honor of the city’s former mayor. 
re-na-SCent /ri'naespt/ adj, formal : existing, happening, or 
popular again ■ renascent inflation/nationalism 
rend /'rend/ verb rends; rent /'rent/ also US rend-ed; 


rend-ing [+ obj] literary : to tear (something) into pieces 
with force or violence ■ They rent the cloth to shreds. ■ 
mourners rending their clothes/garments in grief — some¬ 
times used figuratively ■ a family rent [-tom apart] by divorce 
ren-der /'renda^/ verb -ders; -dered; -der-ing 1+ obj] 

1 formal : to cause (someone or something) to be in a speci¬ 
fied condition ■ Depression can render a person helpless. • 
Both passengers were rendered unconscious in the accident. 

■ The sight of her rendered him speechless. ■ The virus ren¬ 
dered the computer useless. 

2 formal : to give (something) to someone ■ render an apolo¬ 
gy ■ He witnessed a car accident and stopped to render aid/ 
assistance. ■ a fee/payment for services rendered [=for some¬ 
thing that a person, company, etc., has done for you] 

3 law : to officially report or declare (a legal judgment, such 
as a verdict) ■ The jury rendered a verdict of not guilty. 

4 formal: to present or perform (something) ■ The novel ren¬ 
ders a portrait of life in ancient Rome. ■ poems rendered in 
the original German ■ perfectly rendered songs 

5 formal: translate • render Latin into English ■ The word 
was incorrectly rendered as “light.” 

6 : to melt (fat) especially as a way of removing it from meat 

■ It’s important to render the fat from the duck. 

7 : to change (something) into a different substance by some 
process ■ trees rendered into wood pulp ■ animal fat rendered 
into tallow 

ren-der-ing /'rendani)/ noun, pi -ings [count] formal 

1 ; a performance of a song, play, etc. ■ She gave an emotion¬ 
al rendering [-rendition] of the national anthem. 

2 : a description, explanation, or translation ■ The book is a 
faithful rendering of life in a rural community. ■ a new ren¬ 
dering of the text in English 

1 ren-dez-VOUS /'ra:ndi,vu;/ noun, pi ren-dez-vous 

/'ra;ndi,vu:z/ [count] 

1 : a meeting with someone that is arranged for a particular 
time and place and that is often secret • a romantic rendez¬ 
vous ■ He was late for their rendezvous. 

2 a : a place where people agree to meet at a particular time 

■ The restaurant will be our rendezvous, b : a place where 
many people go to spend time ■ This park/caf€ is a popular/ 
favorite rendezvous [=hangout, haunt] for local teens. 

2 ren-dez-VOUS /'ra:ndi,vu:/ verb -vouses /-,vu:z/; 
-voused /-,vu:d/; -vous-ing /-,vu:wii)/ [no obj] : to meet at 
a particular time and place ■ The cousins rendezvoused in 
New York before they flew to London, 
ren-di-tion /ren'dijan/ noun, pi -tions [count] 

1 : a performance of something ■ a moving rendition of an 
old gospel song 

2 : translation ■ a new rendition of the text in English 
ren-e-gade /'rEni,geid/ noun, pi -gades [count] 

1 : a person who leaves one group, religion, etc., and joins 
another that opposes it ■ renegades from the Republican/ 
Democratic Party — usually used before another noun ■ a 
renegade Republican/Democrat 

2 : someone or something that causes trouble and cannot be 
controlled ■ stories about pirates and renegades on the high 
seas — often used before another noun ■ drugs that attack 
renegade cells in cancer patients 

re-nege /n'neg, Brit ri'niig/ verb -neges; -neged; -neg- 
ing [no obj] : to refuse to do something that you promised or 
agreed to do ■ They had promised to pay her tuition but later 
reneged. — usually + on ■ They reneged on their promise to 
pay her tuition. 

re-ne-go-ti-ate Ariina'gouJ^eit/ verb -ates; -at«ed; -at- 

ing : to discuss again the details of a formal agreement espe¬ 
cially in order to change them : to negotiate (something) 
again [+ obj] renegotiate a contract/lease/agreement [no 
obj] The deal is done. I won’t renegotiate. 

— re-ne-go-ti-a-tion /,ri:m , gou/i,ei.f3n/ noun, pi -tions 
[count, noncount] 

re-new /n'nu:, Brit n'nju:/ verb -news; -newed; -new-ing 

[+ obj] 

1 : to make (something) new, fresh, or strong again ■ When 
you sleep, your body has a chance to renew itself. ■ This dis¬ 
cussion has renewed my hope of finding a solution to the 
problem. ■ At the start of each school year, we renew our 
commitment to helping students succeed. 

2 : to make (a promise, vow, etc.) again ■ She renewed her 
promise to come see me. ■ They celebrated their 25th wed¬ 
ding anniversary by renewing their wedding vows. 

3 : to begin (something) again especially with more force or 
enthusiasm ■ They have renewed their efforts to find a peace- 
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ful solution. ■ The incident has renewed hostilities between 
the groups. • We hope to renew [=(more commonly) resume] 
negotiations soon. ■ They recently renewed their acquain- 
tance/friendship after more than 10 years apart. "If you 
haven’t listened to this music since the 1960s, it’s time to re¬ 
new your acquaintance with these songs. 

4 : to put in a fresh supply of (something) : replace • You 
should renew the water in the fish tank once a week. 

5 : to cause (something) to continue to be effective or valid 
for an additional period of time ■ The landlord agreed to re¬ 
new our lease for another year. ■ You can renew your driver's 
license online. ■ He forgot to renew his passport and now it's 
expired. • You should renew your magazine subscription be¬ 
fore it runs out. ■ She renewed the library book. [=she had 
the library extend the period of time that she can borrow the 
book] 

— renewed adj ■ She wrote with renewed [=fi’esh] enthusi¬ 
asm after meeting with her editor. ■ We felt renewed [re¬ 
stored, revived] after a good night’s sleep. ■ There was more 
violence in spite of renewed efforts to make peace. ■ We 
have a renewed sense of pride in our town. ■ High fuel pric¬ 
es have led to renewed interest in electric cars. 

re-new-able /rr'nuiwabal, Brit n'njuiwabal/ adj 

1 : able to be extended for another time period : able to be 
renewed ■ a renewable life insurance policy ■ a renewable 
lease 

2 : restored or replaced by natural processes : able to be re¬ 
placed by nature ■ Forests are renewable natural resources, 
but they must be treated with care. • Wind and water are re¬ 
newable fuel sources. — opposite nonrenewable 

re-new-al /n'nuiwsl, Brit n'njuiwal/ noun, pi -als 

1 : the act of extending the period of time when something is 
effective or valid : the act of renewing something [count] 
The lease calls for yearly renewals. ■ License renewals can be 
done online. ■ You can get a 10 percent savings on subscrip¬ 
tion renewals, [noncount] His contract is up for renewal at 
the end of the season. [=it will be time to consider renewing 
his contract at the end of the season] 

2 : the state of being made new, fresh, or strong again : the 
state of being renewed [singular] High fuel prices have led 
to a renewal of interest in electric cars, [noncount] She uses 
flowers in her art as symbols of rebirth and renewal. — see 
also URBAN RENEWAL 

re-nom-i-nate /ri'na-.m3,neit/ verb -nates; -nat-ed; -nat- 

ing [+ obj] : to nominate (someone) again ■ The President is 
likely to be renominated for a second term. ■ The President 
has renominated a judge that Congress previously rejected. 

— re-nom-i-na-tion /r^naima'neijan/ noun, pi -tions 
[count, noncount] 

re-nounce /ri'nauns/ verb -nounc-es; -nounced; 
-nounc-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to say especially in a formal or official way that you will 
no longer have or accept (something) : to formally give up 
(something) ■ The king renounced [=abdicated] the throne. ■ 
She renounced her inheritance. ■ We will not deal with them 
until they renounce (the use of) violence/terrorism. 

2 : to say in a formal or definite way that you refuse to fol¬ 
low, obey, or support (someone or something) any longer ■ 
Many of his former supporters have renounced him. ■ He re¬ 
nounced his old way of life. ■ psychiatrists who renounce 
[-reject] the teachings of Freud 

ren-O-vate /'rena.veit/ verb -vates; -vat-ed; -vat-ing [+ 
obj] : to make changes and repairs to (an old house, building, 
room, etc.) so that it is back in good condition • renovate an 
old farmhouse ■ a newly renovated theater ■ It’s an old facto¬ 
ry that has been renovated as office space. ■ We renovated the 
kitchen three years ago. 

— ren-o-va-tion Arcna'veijan/ noun, pi tions [count] a 
costly renovation — often plural ■ The restaurant is closed 
for renovations, [noncount] The park will be closed during 
renovation. — ren-o-va-tor /'rena^eitay noun, pi -tors 
[count] ■ good advice for home renovators 

re-nown /ri'naun/ noun [noncount] somewhat formal \ great 
fame and respect ■ He achieved/gained/won great renown for 
his discoveries. ■ Her photographs have earned her interna¬ 
tional renown. ■ writers of renown [=renowned writers] 
re-nowned /n'naund/ adj [more most —] : known and 
admired by many people for some special quality or achieve¬ 
ment ■ a restaurant renowned for its wine list ■ a renowned 
scientist 

1 rent /'rent/ noun, pi rents : money that you pay in return for 
being able to use property and especially to live in an apart¬ 


ment, house, etc., that belongs to someone else [noncount] 
How much do you pay in rent ? ■ Rent is due on the first of 
the month, [count] Our landlord raised the rent. ■ Rents near 
the college have risen. 

for rent chiefly US : available for use in return for payment 
: available to be rented ■ houses for rent [=to let] ■ bicycles/ 
costumes/rooms for rent 

— compare 4 rent 

2 rent verb rents; rent-ed; rent-ing 

1 : to pay money in return for being able to use (something 
that belongs to someone else) [+ obj] We rented our friends’ 
cottage for the month of August. ■ (US) We rented tables and 
chairs for the wedding. • (US) We rented [=(Brit) hired] a car 
at the airport. ■ (US) Do you want to rent a movie/DVD/vid¬ 
eo tonight? [no obj] When they first moved to town, they 
rented. [=they lived in a house, apartment, etc., that was rent¬ 
ed] ■ Do you own or rent! 

2 [+ obj ] : to allow someone to use (something) in return for 
payment ■ They rented [=let] their cottage to friends. ■ We 
rented them the upstairs apartment in our house. ■ We rent 
(out) a room in our house to a college student. 

3 [no obj] : to be available for use in return for payment: to 
be for rent • The cottage rents for $400 a week. 

— rent-able /Ventabal/ adj ■ rentable storage space ■ The 
house is rentable in the winter. — rent-er noun, pi -ers 
[count] ■ Renters don’t get the tax breaks that home owners 
get. ■ The company is the largest car renter in the area. 

3 rent past tense and past participle of rend 
4 rent noun, pi rents [count] formal + literary : a hole made by 
tearing something ■ a rent in the fabric — compare ‘rent 
rent-al /'rent!/ noun, pi -als 

1 : the amount of money paid or collected as rent [count] — 
usually singular • The average rental is $400 per month. 
[noncount] thousands of dollars paid in rental ■ rental fees/in¬ 
come ■ (Brit) line rental [=money that you pay to use a tele¬ 
phone line] 

2 : the act of renting something [count] There are restric¬ 
tions against rentals to people with pets, [noncount] The 
movie is available for rental. ■ a rental agreement 

3 [count] chiefly US : something that can be rented ■ Boat 
rentals are available on the island. ■ a two-bedroom rental ■ I 
had a rental while my car was being repaired. ■ a rental car 

rent control noun [noncount] chiefly US : a system in which 
the government determines how much rent can be charged 
for an apartment, house, etc. 

— rent—controlled adj ■ rent-controlled housing ■ a rent- 
controlled apartment 

re-nun-cl-a-tion /rignAnsi'eilan/ noun, pi -tions : the act 
of renouncing something or someone [count] the king’s re¬ 
nunciation of the throne [noncount] renunciation of vio¬ 
lence • Their vows include renunciation of all wealth, 
re-open /ri'oupan/ verb -opens; -opened; -open-ing 

1 : to open again after being closed [no obj] The restaurant 
will reopen in April. • I’m sorry, but the store is closed. We re¬ 
open at nine on Monday. • The cut on his knee reopened 
when he tried to run. [+ obj] The company announced plans 
to reopen its Detroit factory. ■ a procedure to reopen a 
clogged artery — sometimes used figuratively ■ Telling that 
story will only reopen old wounds. [=cause people to think 
of things from the past that make them sad, angry, etc.] 

2 a : to start (something) again after a period without activ¬ 
ity [+ obj] They reopened [-resumed] the negotiations. ■ The 
district attorney reopened the murder case because new evi¬ 
dence was found, [no obj] The negotiations have reopened. 
b [+ obj] US : to discuss and make changes to (something 
that had been considered finished) again ■ He wants the team 
to reopen his contract. 

— reopening noun [singular] The mayor was present for 
the library’s official reopening. ■ a reopening of negotiations 
[noncount] The factory is set for reopening. 

re-or-der /ri'o^da*/ verb -ders; -dered; -der-ing 

1 : to order (something) again [+ obj] I had to reorder the 
shirt because they sent the wrong size. ■ The book sold out 
the first day, and the store reordered 500 copies, [no obj] 
Call us when you're ready to reorder. 

2 [+ obj] : to arrange (something) in a different order ■ You 
need to reorder your priorities. ■ The coach reordered the 
batting lineup. ■ After her husband's death, she reordered her 
life. 

re-or-ga-nize also Brit re-or-ga-nise /ri'oa-ga^aiz/ verb 
-niz-es; -nized; -niz-ing : to organize (something) again 
or in a different way [+ obj] The staff is still reorganizing the 
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files according to the new system. ■ The company was reorga¬ 
nized after it went bankrupt, [no obj] The company is reor¬ 
ganizing as a corporation. • The club had to reorganize when 
most of its members moved away. 

— re-or-ga-ni-za-tion also Brit re-or-ga-ni-sa-tlon 

/r^oa^gana'zeij’an, Brit ri,o:g3,nai , zeiJ'3n/ noun [noncount] 

1 rep /'rep/ noun, pi reps [count] informal : representative 
• sales reps — compare 2 REP, 3 rep 
2 rep noun, pi reps [count] informal: a motion or exercise that 
is repeated — usually plural • When he does push-ups, he 
does 3 sets of 12 reps. [= repetitions] — compare ‘rep, 3 REP 
3 rep noun, pi reps [count] US slang : reputation ■ He’s wor¬ 
ried about protecting his rep. — compare ‘rep, 2 rep 
Rep. abbr 1 Republican 2 representative ■ a letter to Rep. 
Richard Jones 

re-pack-age /ri*paeki<fe/ verb -ag-es; -aged; -ag-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 : to put (something) into a new package ■ Large pieces of 
meat are cut and repackaged at the butcher’s shop. 

2 : to present (something) to the public in a new or more at¬ 
tractive way ■ repackage newspaper comic strips as books • 
TV studios repackage real-life dramas as entertainment. 

1 re-pair /ri'peaV verb -pairs; -paired; -pair-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to put (something that is broken or damaged) back into 
good condition : fix • He repairs clocks. ■ This old lawn 
mower isn’t worth repairing. ■ She repaired an old chest that 
was coming apart. ■ He underwent surgery to repair a tom 
ligament in his knee. ■ There was no hope of repairing the 
damage—she had to buy a new car. 

2 : to correct or improve (something, such as a relationship 
or reputation) • The school is trying to repair its damaged 
reputation. ■ Can their marriage be repaired 7 

— compare 3 repair 

— re-pair-a ble /ri'perabal/ adj ■ The computer is not repair¬ 
able. — re-pair-er /ri'per^/ noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a repair¬ 
er of clocks 

2 repair noun, pi -pairs 

1 : the act or process of repairing something [noncount] The 
roof is in need of repair. [=the roof needs to be repaired; the 
roof is damaged, in poor condition, etc.] • a shoe/car repair 
shop ■ The car was damaged beyond repair. [=the car was so 
damaged that it could not be repaired] [count] The repairs 
were expensive. • We had to make repairs to the roof. ■ He 
made a few repairs to the stairs. 

2 [noncount] : a specified physical condition ■ His job is to 
keep the buildings in good repair. [=in good condition] ■ The 
roof is in poor repair. ■ The fence is in excellent repair. 

3 repair verb -pairs; -paired; -pairing 

repair to [phrasal verb] repair to (a place) old-fashioned + for¬ 
mal : to go to (a place) ■ After dinner, the guests repaired to 
the drawing room for coffee. ■ ( humorous ) Shall we repair 
to the coffee shop? 

— compare ‘repair 

re-pair-man /ri'pea^maen t noun, pi -men /-man/ [count ]: a 
person (especially a man) whose job is to repair things ■ a TV 
repairman 

rep-a-ra-ble /'reparabal/ adj, formal : capable of being re¬ 
paired ■ The roof is reparable. [=(more commonly) repair¬ 
able] ■ The situation is serious but reparable. — opposite ir¬ 
reparable 

rep-a-ra-tion /irepa'reijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 reparations [plural] : money that a country or group that 
loses a war pays because of the damage, injury, deaths, etc., 
it has caused • The country paid millions in reparations. 

2 formal : something that is done or given as a way of cor¬ 
recting a mistake that you have made or a bad situation that 
you have caused [noncount] They’ve offered no apologies 
and seem to have no thoughts of reparation, [plural] She 
says she’s sorry and wants to make reparations. 

rep-ar-tee /,repa^ti:, Brit ,rcpa:'ti:/ noun [noncount] : con¬ 
versation in which clever statements and replies are made 
quickly • The two comedians engaged in witty repartee. 
re-past /ri'paest, Brit n'paist/ noun, pi -pasts [count] literary 
: meal ■ our traditional Thanksgiving repast ■ She offered us 
a light repast before we set out on our trip, 
re-pa-tri-ate /ri'peitri,eit, Brit ri'paetri.eit/ verb -ates; -at- 
ed; -at-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to return (someone) to his or her own country • Coun¬ 
tries are required to repatriate prisoners of war when conflict 
has ended. ■ repatriated refugees 

2 business : to send (money) back to your own country • re¬ 
patriate capital/profits 


— re-pa-tri-a-tion /rijpeitri'eijan, Brit rijpaetri'eijan/ noun, 
pi -tions [count] forced repatriations of political refugees 
[noncount] displaced persons seeking repatriation 

re-pay /ri'pei/ verb -pays; -paid /-'peid/; -pay-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to pay back (money that you have borrowed) ■ repay a 
loan/debt • You can repay the mortgage over 30 years, b 
: to make a payment to (a person or organization that has 
loaned you money) • She would rather have to repay the 
bank than borrow from her parents and have to repay them. 

2 a : to do or give something in return for (something) ■ 
How can I ever repay your kindness? • He repaid her kind¬ 
ness with cruelty. [=he was cruel to her after she had been 
kind to him] : to provide something in return for (work, ef¬ 
fort, etc.) ■ Our efforts will be repaid [=our effort will have 
been worthwhile] if even one person who has never voted 
before votes on election day. b : to do something for 
(someone) in return for what that person has done for you ■ 
How can I ever repay you for your kindness? 

re-pay-able /ri'pejabal/ adj, not used before a noun — used 
to describe how a loan can be or should be repaid ■ The loan 
is repayable in monthly installments. • These loans are repay¬ 
able over 10 years. 

re-pay-ment /ri'peimant/ noun, pi -merits 

1 [noncount] : the act or process of paying back money that 
you have borrowed ■ Repayment on education loans begins 
when you are no longer a student. • The company will use 
the money for debt repayment. ■ a repayment plan/program 

2 [count] chiefly Brit : an amount of money that is paid regu¬ 
larly in order to pay back a loan ■ monthly repayments [= pay¬ 
ments ] 

re-peal /n'pi:l/ verb -peals; -pealed; -peal-ing [+ obj] : to 
officially make (a law) no longer valid • The state legislature 
eventually repealed [rescinded] the tax (law). 

— repeal noun, pi -peals [count, noncount] ■ Most voters 
oppose the repeal of the law. 

1 re-peat /ri'pi:t/ verb -peats; -peat-ed; -peat-ing 

1 [+ obj] a : to say (something) again ■ Will you repeat the 
question? ■ He kept repeating the same thing over and over. ■ 
He often has to ask people to repeat themselves because he’s 
a little deaf. ■ The group’s message is one that bears repeat¬ 
ing. [=is important enough to state more than once] — some¬ 
times used in speech to emphasize a word or phrase • “There 
are five—(I) repeat —five ways to do this.” b ; to say (some¬ 
thing) after someone else has said it ■ Repeat after me: “I 
promise to do my best...” ■ You are simply repeating, in 
slightly different words, what has been said already. 

2 [+ obj] : to say (something that you have memorized) : re¬ 
cite ■ My five-year-old can repeat her favorite stories word 
for word. 

3 [+ obj] : to tell (something that you have heard) to some¬ 
one else ■ Please don’t repeat what I’ve told you (to anyone). 

4 a : to make, do, or achieve (something) again [+ obj] The 
doctors had to repeat the operation. • We need to avoid re¬ 
peating the mistakes of the past. ■ I’m not so sure the team 
can repeat the success they had last season. ■ I had trouble in 
school when I was young and had to repeat (the) third grade. 
[=1 had to stay in the third grade for another year] ■ She’s 
been absent so much that she is going to have to repeat her 
sophomore year. ■ They won the championship last year. 
Will history repeat itself this year? [=will the same thing hap¬ 
pen again?; will they win the championship again this year?] 
[no obj] ( US) ■ They’re trying to repeat as champions this 
year. [=to win the championship again after winning it last 
year] b [+ obj] : to present (something) again ■ The work¬ 
shop will be repeated in the fall. ■ The radio station broad¬ 
casts the show live on Saturday mornings, and then repeats it 
on Wednesday nights. 

5 [no obj] : to begin again • The cycle repeats every 24 hours. 
■ The pattern on the wallpaper repeats every foot or so. 
repeat yourself: to say again what you have already said ■ 

I’ve already told you what to do, and I’m not going to re¬ 
peat myself. 

2 re-peat /n'pi:t, 'ri:,pi:t/ noun, pi -peats [count] 

1 a : an occurrence in which something happens or is done 
again — usually + of ■ We’re hoping to avoid a repeat of last 
year’s budget problems, b : something that happens or is 
done again — usually used before another noun ■ a repeat 
win ■ The company gets a lot of repeat business. [=business 
from customers who have bought something from the com¬ 
pany before] C : someone who does something again ■ Most 
of the customers are repeats. — usually used before another 
noun ■ repeat customers ■ There are tougher penalties for re- 
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peat offenders. [=people who have committed a crime more 
than once] 

2 : a radio or television show that is broadcast again ■ No, I 
don’t want to watch that. It’s a repeat. 

3 music : a section of music that is repeated; also : the sym¬ 
bol in written music that shows that a section should be re¬ 
peated 

re-peat-able /n'pitotel/ adj 

1 : appropriate to say again to someone else ■ He said things 
that aren’t repeatable in front of the children. [=things that 
are too impolite, offensive, etc., to say again in front of the 
children] 

2 : possible to do or make again ■ repeatable test results 
re-peat-ed /n'pirtad/ adj, always used before a noun : said, 

done, or happening again and again ■ The landlord ignored 
her repeated requests to have the stove repaired. ■ He never 
succeeded in spite of repeated attempts. ■ repeated failures 

— re-peat-ed-ly adv • I’ve told her repeatedly [=many times] 
to shut the gate when she goes out. 

re-peat-er /n'piiW noun, pi -ers [count] : a gun that fires 
several times without needing to be reloaded 
re-pel /ri'pcl/ verb -pels; -pelled; -pel-ling [+ obj] 

1 : to keep (something) out or away ■ a fabric that repels wa¬ 
ter ■ The candle repels insects. 

2 : to force (an enemy, attacker, etc.) to stop an attack and 
turn away ■ Their superior forces repelled the invasion. 

3 physics : to force (something) to move away or apart ■ one 
electron repelling another ■ Two positive electrical charges 
repel each other. ■ Magnets can both repel and attract one an¬ 
other. — opposite attract 5 

4 : to cause (someone) to feel disgust ■ Everyone was re¬ 
pelled [=repulsed] by the sight. 

1 re-pel-lent also re-pel-lant /ri'pelant/ adj 

1 : keeping something out or away ■ The candle has a repel¬ 
lent effect on insects. — often used in combination ■ a water- 
repellent fabric [=a fabric that repels water] 

2 [more most ~] formal : causing someone to feel disgust 
: repulsive ■ a repellent sight ■ ideas that are repellent to me 
[=ideas that disgust me] 

— re-pel-len-cy /ri'pclansi/ noun [noncount] ■ a fabric 
known for its water repellency 

2 repellent also repellant noun, pi -lents also -lants : a 

substance that is used to keep something out or away [non¬ 
count] a can of insect repellent [count] a mosquito repellent ■ 
Coat the exterior with a water repellent. 
re-pent /n'pent/ verb -pents; -pent-ed; -pent-lng formal 
: to feel or show that you are sorry for something bad or 
wrong that you did and that you want to do what is right 
[no obj] The preacher told us that we would be forgiven for 
our sins if we repented. ■ criminals who have repented for 
their crimes — sometimes + of' We must repent of our sins/ 
wrongdoings. [+ obj] The preacher told us that we would be 
forgiven if we repented our sins. 

— re-pen-tance /ri'pentns/ noun [noncount] ■ His behavior 
is a sign of true repentance. ■ a holy day of fasting, prayer, 
and repentance — re-pen-tant /n'pentnt/ adj [more 
most ~] ■ He seemed genuinely repentant. ■ repentant sin¬ 
ners 

re-per-CUS-Sion ^rkpa^lcAjan/ noun, pi -sions [count] 
: something usually bad or unpleasant that happens as a re¬ 
sult of an action, statement, etc., and that usually affects 
people for a long time — usually plural ■ We didn’t expect 
the decision to have such serious/enormous/tremendous re¬ 
percussions. [= consequences ] ■ We did not consider the possi¬ 
ble repercussions of our actions, 
rep-er-toire /•repa^twaa/ noun, pi -toires [count] 

1 : all the plays, songs, dances, etc., that a performer or 
group of performers knows and can perform ■ The band’s 
repertoire includes both classic and modern jazz. 

2 : all the things that a person is able to do ■ He has a limited 
repertoire when it comes to cooking. — often + of m She has 
quite a repertoire of funny stories. 

rep-er-tO-ry / l rcpa*)tori, Brit 'repatri/ noun, pi -ries 

1 : an organized group of actors that performs many kinds 
of plays with each play being performed for only a short 
time [noncount] She acted in repertory for many years. • rep¬ 
ertory theater [count] Several repertories perform here. 

2 [count]: repertoire 1 ■ a ballet company’s repertory 
rep-e-ti-tion ^repa'tijan/ noun, pi -tions 

, 1 [noncount] : the act of saying or doing something again 
: the act of repeating something ■ Sometimes repetition is 
necessary to drive a point home. ■ Find a synonym for “nice" 


in order to avoid repetition. [=using the same word again] ■ 
Children’s songs involve lots of repetition. ■ I quit my job at 
the factory because I hated the mindless repetition. 

2 [count] : something that is done or said again • the poem’s 
rhythmic repetitions ■ Let’s determine what caused the error 
in order to avoid a repetition (of it). ■ When he does push-ups, 
he does 3 sets of 12 repetitions. [=6 informal ) reps] 
rep-e-ti-tiOUS ArEpa'tiJas/ adj [more most ~] : having 
parts, actions, etc., that are repeated many times in a way 
that is boring or unpleasant : having too much repetition ■ 
He was bored by the repetitious work. • repetitious lyrics ■ 
Her writing can be repetitious. 

— rep-e-ti-tlous-ly adv - rep-e-ti-tious-ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

re-pet-i-tive /n'petativ/ adj 

1 : happening again and again : repeated many times ■ an in¬ 
jury caused by repetitive wrist movements ■ a repetitive pat¬ 
tern ■ repetitive stress/strain 

2 : having parts, actions, etc., that are repeated many times 
in a way that is boring or unpleasant : repetitious ■ She 
left the job because the work was too repetitive. ■ At the risk 
of being/sounding repetitive , I must remind you again to be 
careful. 

— re-pet-i-tive-ly adv ■ an injury caused by repetitively flex¬ 
ing the wrist — re-pet-i-tive-ness noun [noncount] 

re-phrase /ri'freiz/ verb -phras-es; -phrased; -phras¬ 
ing [+ obj] : to say or write (something) again using different 
words in order to make the meaning clearer ■ Let me re¬ 
phrase the question. 

re-place /n'pleis/ verb -plac-es; -placed; -plac-ing [+ 

obj ] 

1 a : to be used instead of (something) ■ Will computers ever 
completely replace books? ■ Paper bags have been largely re¬ 
placed by plastic bags, b : to do the job or duty of (some¬ 
one) ■ She was hired to replace the previous manager. 

2 : to put someone or something new in the place or position 
of (someone or something) ■ I replaced the old rug with a 
new one. ■ They recently replaced the old phone system. ■ 
The team’s manager was replaced last season. ■ The patient 
needed a transfusion to replace lost blood. ■ They’ve appoint¬ 
ed a new minister to replace the one who just retired. ■ I 
guess it’s finally time to replace the stove. 

3 : to put (something) where it was before ■ He carefully re¬ 
placed the vase on the shelf. 

— re-place-able /ri'pleisabal/ adj • Don’t worry about the 
broken vase—it’s easily replaceable. — opposite irre¬ 
placeable 

re-place-ment /n'pleismant/ noun, pi -ments 

1 [noncount] : the act of replacing something ■ She under¬ 
went a hip replacement. [=a doctor replaced her hip with an 
artificial hip] ■ Is your old dictionary in need of replacement ? 
[=do you need a new dictionary?] ■ Your car’s replacement 
cost is less than the cost to repair it. [=it costs less to buy a 
new car than it does to fix your car] 

2 [count] : a person or thing that replaces someone or some¬ 
thing else ■ I’m training my replacement. ■ We need a replace¬ 
ment for our old vacuum cleaner. ■ Where can we get re¬ 
placement parts for the tractor? 

1 re-play /*ri:,plei/ noun, pi -plays [count] 

1 : a game that is played again because there was no winner 
in a previous game ■ They scheduled the replay for Saturday. 

2 : a recording of something (such as an action in a sports 

event) that is being shown again ■ You could see the fumble 
on the replay -see also action replay, instant replay 

3 : an occurrence in which something happens or is done 
again : repeat — often +■ of' We don’t want a replay of that 
unfortunate incident. 

2 re-play /ri'plei/ verb -plays; -played; -play-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to play (a game) again because there was no winner in a 
previous game • The tied game will be replayed on Saturday. 

2 : to play (recorded images, sounds, etc.) ■ The game’s high¬ 
lights were replayed on the evening news. ■ The footage has 
been played and replayed on television. — often used figura¬ 
tively ■ That night I replayed the conversation in my mind. 
[=1 thought carefully about what had been said during the 
conversation! 

re-plen-ish /n'plemjy verb -ish-es; -ished; -ish-ing [+ 

obj] somewhat formal : to fill or build up (something) again ■ 
An efficient staff of workers replenished the trays of appetiz¬ 
ers almost as quickly as guests emptied them. ■ He replen¬ 
ished his supply of wood in preparation for the winter. ■ 
Drink this—you need to replenish your fluids after your 
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hike. ■ plants that replenish soil nutrients 

— re-plen-ish-ment /n'plemjmant/ noun [noncount] ■ The 
clinic’s drug supply is in serious need of replenishment . ■ 
the replenishment of soil nutrients 

re-plete /n'pli:t/ adj, not used before a noun, formal 

1 : having much or plenty of something : filled with some¬ 
thing ■ The book is replete with photographs. ■ The country’s 
history is replete with stories of people who became success¬ 
ful by working hard. 

2 : having had plenty to eat : pleasantly full ■ feeling replete 
rep-li-ca /'replika/ noun, pi -cas [count] : an exact or very 

close copy of something ■ We toured a replica of the ship. ■ 
It’s an authentic/exact/faithful/perfect replica of an ancient 
Greek urn. 

re p-1 i-cate /'repl3,keit/ verb -cates; -cat-ed; -catring /or- 
mal : to repeat or copy (something) exactly [+ obj] Scientists 
have failed to replicate [= duplicate ] the results of his experi¬ 
ment. ■ They are working on computer-generated speech 
that replicates the human voice. ■ DNA replicates itself in the 
cell nucleus, [no obj] DNA replicates in the cell nucleus. 

— reprii-ca-tion Arcpla'kei/an/ noun,pi -tions [count, non¬ 
count] 

1 re-ply /ri'plai/ verb -piles; -plied; -ply-ing : to say, write, 
or do something as an answer or response [no obj] I wrote to 
him, but he never replied. [=wrote back] ■ He never replied 
[= responded] to my letter/e-mail/invitation. ■ I called out to 
them, but no one replied. ■ He didn't reply to her greeting. ■ 
The company has replied to the recent protests by posting an 
ad in the local newspaper. • She replied to the accusation 
with a stack of documents proving her innocence. [+ obj] 
“Do you feel better?” “A little,” he replied. [=answered] ■ He 
replied politely that he felt a little better. 

2 reply noun, pi -plies : something said, written, or done as an 
answer or response [count] A timely reply will be appreciat¬ 
ed. ■ His reply was rude. ■ The invitations have been sent, but 
we haven’t received any replies yet. [noncount] I asked her 
what was wrong. In reply , she handed me a letter. ■ He wrote 
a brief note in reply to her letter, 
reply—paid adi, always used before a noun, Brit : postage- 
paid ■ a reply-paid envelope 

re-po /'riijpou/ adj, always used before a noun, US, informal 
: of or relating to the business of taking property from peo¬ 
ple who have stopped making the payments that they agreed 
to make to pay for it ■ a repo company ■ Their car was taken/ 
repossessed by the repo man. [=a man whose job is to take 
things from people who are not paying for them] 

1 re-port /ri'poa-t/ noun, pi -ports [count] 

1: a story in a newspaper or on radio or television that is 
about something that happened or that gives information 
about something ■ a news/weather/financial report ■ a special 
report on/about health ■ a report from our correspondent in 
China 

2 a : a written or spoken description of a situation, event, 
etc. ■ She wrote/made a report of the meeting. ■ He gave a de¬ 
tailed/full report on/about the project. ■ a medical report ■ a 
book report ■ She filled out a police report at the scene of the 
accident. ■ Can you give us a quick progress report ? [=an ex¬ 
planation of how something is developing] b : an official 
document that gives information about a particular subject • 
the government’s report on crime in 2006 ■ The company is¬ 
sued/published/released its annual (business) report. 

3 : a written or spoken statement about something that may 
or may not be true ■ Unconfirmed reports state that over 100 
people were hurt. ■ Police have received reports of gang ac¬ 
tivity in the neighborhood. * By/from all reports , you are a 
very hard worker. [=everyone says that you are a very hard 
worker] 

4 formal : a loud noise made by a gun or an explosion ■ the 
sharp report of a rifle 

5 Brit: report card 

2 report verb -ports; -port-ed; -portring 

1 : to give information about (something) in a newspaper or 
on television or radio [+ obj] The murder was reported in the 
national news. ■ Several TV stations are reporting that the po¬ 
lice are close to making an arrest. ■ Their job is to report the 
news accurately and fairly. ■ It was reported (on the news) 
that two people died in the fire. = Two people were reported 
to have died in the fire, [no obj] — often + on ■ He reports on 
political news for a local TV station. 

2 : to tell people about (something) : to make a report about 
(something) [+ obj ] He was asked to report the details of the 
meeting. ■ Tomorrow the committee will report its findings 


on air pollution, [no obj] — often + on ■ She reported on the 
project to her manager. 

3 1+ obj] a : to describe (a feeling, condition, etc.) ■ He re¬ 
ported feeling depressed. = He reported that he felt depressed. 
[=he said that he felt depressed] ■ The doctor reported some 
improvement in her condition, b Something that is re¬ 
ported is said by people and may or may not be true. * Her 
manner was reported as arrogant. - Her manner was reported 
to be arrogant. [=people said that she was arrogant] ■ It is re¬ 
ported that the herb helps reduce anxiety. 

4 [+ obj] : to tell the police, fire department, etc., about 
(something, such as a crime or accident). ■ He called 911 and 
reported a fire. ■ She reported the burglary to the police. ■ 
They reported their son missing. [=they told the police that 
their son was missing] 

5 [+ obj] : to tell someone with authority about (someone 
who has broken a rule, done something wrong, etc.) ■ They 
threatened to report him to the police. — often + for ■ The 
teacher reported him to the principal for misbehaving in 
class. 

6 [no obj] : to go somewhere and tell someone that you have 
arrived — usually + for or to ■ The new recruits are expected 
to report for duty next week. ■ Please report to the office im¬ 
mediately when you arrive. ■ He was asked to report for work 
at 7:00 a.m. 

report back [phrasal verb] 1 : to return to a place in order 
to report information you have found, do more work, etc. 
■ Report back to my office in two hours. = Report back (to 
me) in two hours. ■ Patients must report back to the center 
for a second treatment. 2 report back or report back 
(something) or report (something) back : to give (informa¬ 
tion that you have found) to someone • The policeman re¬ 
ported back that he found nothing wrong. ■ A committee 
will study the matter and report bade their findings. — of¬ 
ten + to • Each researcher reports his results back to the 
project director. 

report sick : to tell your boss, employer, etc. that you are 
sick and cannot work ■ He reported sick on Friday (to his 
supervisor). 

report to [phrasal verb] report to (someone) The person 
you report to at your job is the person who is directly in 
charge of what you do, who reviews your work, etc. ■ She 
reports to the president of the company. 

— reported adj, always used before a noun ■ the reported 
findings/facts ■ a reported crime ■ The company has suf¬ 
fered losses of a reported two million dollars. 

re-port-able /ri'poatabal/ adj, US : required by law to be 
publicly reported to the government ■ a reportable disease • 
reportable income 

re-port-age /n'po&ticfe/ noun [noncount] formal : report¬ 
ing ■ war reportage ■ reportage of the news 
report card noun, pi ~~ cards [count] US : a written state¬ 
ment of a student’s grades that is given to the student’s par¬ 
ents — called also (Brit) report 

re-port-ed-ly /n'poa-tadli/ adv : according to what has 
been said — used to indicate what has been said or reported 
• The medication’s side effects are reportedly few and mild. • 
They reportedly stole one million dollars, 
re-port-er /n'poa-ta*/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who 
writes news stories for a newspaper, magazine, etc., or who 
tells people the news on radio or television ■ a news/televi¬ 
sion reporter ■ She’s a reporter for one of the major networks. 

— see also cub reporter 

reporting noun [noncount] : the act or activity of telling 
people the news in a newspaper or on television or radio ■ 
firsthand reporting ■ She is very skilled at reporting. 

1 re-pose /ri'pouz/ noun [noncount] formal + literary : a state 
of resting or not being active ■ His face in repose [=at rest] is 
serious and thoughtful. 

2 repOSe verb -pos-es; -posed; -pos-ing formal + literary 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to rest or lay 
(something) somewhere [+ obj] She reposed her head on a 
cushion, [no obj] I found her reposing [= relaxing ] on the 
couch. 

2 : to place (trust, hope, confidence, etc.) in someone or 
something ■ They reposed confidence in their leader. [=they 
had confidence in their leader] 

re-pos-i-tO-ry /ri'pa.za^ori, Brit n'pnzatri/ noun, pi -ries 
[count] formal 

1 : a place where a large amount of something is stored ■ a 
repository for nuclear waste ■ huge repositories of data 

2 : a person who possesses a lot of information, wisdom, etc. 
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■ He is the repository of many secrets. ■ She is the repository of 
her family’s history. 

re-pos-sess /.ri-.ps'zes/ verb -sess-es; -sessed; -sess- 

ing [+ obj] : to take (something) back from a buyer because 
payments are not being made ■ The bank repossessed her 
truck. 

— repossessed adj ■ a repossessed house/car ■ repossessed 
property — re-pos-ses-slon /,ri:p3 , zej'3n/ noun, pi 
-sions [count, noncount ] • The judge allowed repossession 
of the house. 

rep«re*hen*si*ble /.repri'henssbal/ adj [more most ~] 
formal : very bad : deserving very strong criticism • repre¬ 
hensible [= contemptible] acts 

- rep-re-hen-si-bly ^repri'hensabli/ adv ■ They behaved 
reprehensibly. 

rep-re-sent /.repri'zent/ verb -sents; -sent-ed; -sent- 
ing 

1 [+ obj] a : to act or speak officially for (someone or some¬ 
thing) ■ He represented his company at the meeting. ■ She 
hired an agent to represent her in the contract negotiations, 
b : to have a government position in which you speak or act 
for (a particular group, state, etc.) ■ Senator Smith represents 
the state of Connecticut, c : to speak or act for (someone 
or something) in a court of law ■ He represented himself at 
the trial. [=he spoke for himself at the trial and did not have 
a lawyer] ■ The company is represented by a local law firm. 

2 [+ obj] a : to be part of a sports event or other competi¬ 
tion for (a particular country, city, school, etc.) • She repre¬ 
sented the United States in figure skating at the Olympics, b 
be represented — used to say that people from a particular 
place or group are present at an event, meeting, etc. ■ The 
town was well represented at the meeting. [=there were many 
people from the town at the meeting] 

3 not used in progressive tenses [linking verb] : to form or be 
something ■ The money he makes from his investments rep¬ 
resents [-constitutes] over half his income. ■ The court’s deci¬ 
sion represents a victory for small businesses. ■ The new pric¬ 
es represent a substantial increase over last year’s prices. 

4 [+ obj] : to be an example of (someone or something) ■ He 
represents everything I dislike about politics/politicians. ■ 
They have a collection of animals representing more than 50 
species. 

5 [+ obj] : to be a sign or symbol of (someone or something) ■ 
The flag represents our country. • Letters represent sounds. ■ 
High and low temperatures are represented by colored lines 
on the graph. ■ She is beginning to question the company and 
everything it represents, [^stands for] 

6 [+ obj] : to show (someone or something) in a picture, 
painting, photograph, etc. ■ This painting represents [-por¬ 
trays, depicts] Queen Elizabeth. 

7 [+ obj] : to describe (someone or something) in a particular 
way ■ The politician was angry with the newspaper for repre¬ 
senting [=portraying ] his party negatively. — often used to 
suggest that a description is false ■ He represented himself as 
poor, but I saw him driving an expensive new car. 

rep-re-sen-ta-tion AreprLZEn'teifsn/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : a person or group that speaks or acts for or in 
support of another person or group ■ He had no legal repre¬ 
sentation [=he did not have a lawyer] during the trial. ■ Each 
state has equal representation in the Senate. — see also PRO¬ 
PORTIONAL REPRESENTATION 

2 [count] : something (such as a picture or symbol) that 
stands for something else ■ The letters of the alphabet are 
representations of sounds. 

3 [count] : a painting, sculpture, etc., that is created to look 
like a particular thing or person ■ carved representations of 
flowers 

4 [noncount] : the act of presenting or describing a person or 
thing in a particular way ■ the film’s heroic representation of 
America ■ We discussed the representation of women in Jane 
Austen’s novels. 

5 [count] formal a : a statement made to influence the opin¬ 
ions or actions of others ■ Her representation of the situation 
was very confusing. ■ He was accused of making false repre¬ 
sentations. b chiefly Brit : a formal and official complaint 
about something ■ Our ambassador has made representa¬ 
tions to their government. 

rep-re-sen-ta-tion-al / l repn l ZEn , teif3n]/ adj '■ showing 
people and things as they appear in real life : REALISTIC • 
representational art ■ a representational painter 
1 rep-re-sen-ta-tive ^repri'zentstiv/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : typical of a particular group of people or of a particular 


thing ■ a representative example ■ The paintings are represen¬ 
tative of English art in the early 19th century. 

2 : including examples of the different types of people or 
things in a group ■ The students chosen for the survey are a 
fairly representative sample/sampling of college students 
from across the U.S. 

3 : having people who are chosen in elections to act or speak 
for or in support of the people who voted for them ■ repre¬ 
sentative government ■ representative democracy 

— rep-re-sen-ta-tlve-ness noun [noncount] 
Representative noun, pi -tives [count] 

1 a : someone who acts or speaks for or in support of anoth¬ 
er person or group ■ a sales representative [=a salesperson] ■ 
the actor’s personal representative [=agent] b : a member of 
the House of Representatives of the U.S. Congress or of a 
state government ■ Do you know who your representatives 
are? ■ state representatives ■ The bill was introduced by Rep¬ 
resentative Smith. 

2 : a person or thing that is typical of a group ■ a representa¬ 
tive of her age group 

re-press /n'pres/ verb -press-es; -pressed; -press-ing 

[+obi\ 

1 : to not allow yourself to do or express (something) ■ She 
repressed a laugh. [=she stopped herself from laughing] ■ He 
repressed his anger. 

2 : to not allow yourself to remember (something, such as an 
unpleasant event) ■ repress a painful memory 

3 : to control (someone or something) by force ■ The dicta¬ 
tor brutally repressed [=subdued, suppressed] political dis¬ 
agreement. ■ Religious groups were severely repressed. 

re-pressed /ri'prest I adj [more most ~] 

1 : stopped from being expressed or remembered ■ repressed 
sexuality/anger ■ a repressed memory 

2 : having feelings or desires that are not allowed to be ex¬ 
pressed ■ a repressed child ■ a sexually repressed man 

3 : kept under control by force ■ a repressed minority 
re-pres-sion /ri'pre/an/ noun [noncount] 

1 a : the act of using force to control someone or something 
■ the state’s repression of its citizens b : the state of being 
controlled by force ■ They survived 60 years of political re¬ 
pression. 

2 : the act of not allowing a memory, feeling, or desire to be 
expressed ■ sexual repression 

re-pres-sive /ri'presiv/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : controlling people by force ■ a repressive government 

2 : not allowing certain feelings or desires to be expressed ■ a 
sexually repressive culture 

— re-pres-sive-ly adv - re-pres-sive-ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

Re-prieve /ri'prkv/ noun, pi -prieves [count] 

1 : an official order that delays the punishment of a prisoner 
who is sentenced to death ■ He won/got a (temporary) re¬ 
prieve from his death sentence. 

2 a : a delay that keeps something bad from happening ■ 
They wanted to close the library, but we managed to get/se¬ 
cure a reprieve for it. b : a period of relief from pain, trou¬ 
ble, etc. ■ This warm spell has given us a reprieve from the 
winter cold. 

Reprieve verb -prieves; -prieved; -priev-ing [+obj] 

1 : to delay the punishment of (someone, such as a prisoner 
who is sentenced to death) ■ He was sentenced to death but 
then reprieved. 

2 : to prevent (something) from being closed, destroyed, 
etc., for a period of time ■ The library has been reprieved and 
will remain open for at least another year. 

rep-ri-mand /'repra.maend, Brit 'rEpr3,ma:nd/ verb 
-mands; -mand-ed; -mand-ing [+ obj] : to speak in an 
angry and critical way to (someone who has done something 
wrong, disobeyed an order, etc.) ■ The soldiers were severely 
reprimanded. — often + for ■ She was reprimanded for being 
late. ■ The boss reprimanded us for talking too much. 

— reprimand noun, pi -mands [count] a severe/mild repri¬ 
mand [noncount] a letter of reprimand 

1 re-print /Ii'pnnt/ verb -prints; -print-ed; -print-ing [+ obj] 
: to print (something, such as a book, article, etc.) again ■ 
She gave permission to reprint her article. 

Re-print /'ri:,print/ noun, pi -prints [count] 

1 : the act of printing more copies of a book ■ The novel is 
already on its fifth reprint. • The publisher does reprints of 
books written in the early 1900s. 

2 : a book, story, etc., that is printed again ■ This is a reprint 
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of an article that was originally published in the New York 
Times. 

re-pri'Sal /n'praizal/ noun, pi -sals : something that is 
done to hurt or punish someone who has hurt you or done 
something bad to you [count] Enemy officers suffered harsh 
reprisals. ■ The allies threatened economic reprisals against 
the invading country, [noncount] The prisoners kept silent 
for fear of reprisal. [= punishment ] ■ The hostages were taken 
in reprisal for the bombing. 

1 re-prise /n'priiz/ noun, pi -pris-es [count] : something 
(such as a piece of music) that is repeated ■ They ended their 
performance with a reprise of the opening number. ■ The 
team is hoping to avoid a reprise of last year’s defeat. 
2 reprise verb -prises; -prised; -pris-ing [+ obj\ : to repeat 
(something, such as a performance of a piece of music) ■ re¬ 
prise a song/play/film ■ He will reprise his role in the play. 
1 re-proach /n'proutf/ noun, pi -proach-es formal 

1 : an expression of disapproval or disappointment [non¬ 
count] She looked at him with reproach. ■ His actions were 
above/beyond reproach. [=his actions could not be criti¬ 
cized] [count] Accusations and reproaches from both parties 
made it difficult to pursue discussions. 

2 [noncount] : loss of reputation : disgrace ■ His conduct 
has brought shame and reproach to his family. 

3 [count] : something that causes shame or disgrace — usu¬ 
ally singular ■ This situation is a scandal and a reproach to 
the entire country. 

— re»proach*ful /n'proutf fol/ a£ V [more most ~] • a re¬ 
proachful look — re-proach-ful-ly /n'proutffali/ adv ■ She 
shook her head reproachfully. 

2 reproach verb -proaches; -proached; -proach-ing [+ 

obj] formal : to speak in an angry and critical way to (some¬ 
one) : to express disapproval or disappointment to (some¬ 
one) — often + for ■ She reproached her daughter for her self¬ 
ishness. 

reproach yourself : to feel shame or regret because of 
something you have done ■ He reproached himself for not 
telling the truth. 

rep-ro-bate /'repi^beit/ noun, pi -bates [count] formal: a 
person who behaves in a morally wrong way ■ drunken rep¬ 
robates 

— reprobate adj [more most ~] ■ a reprobate lifestyle 
re-produce /,ri:pr3'du:s, Brit ,ri:pr3'dju:s/ verb -duc-es; 

-duced; -duc-ing 

1 [+ obj ] a : to make a copy of (something) ■ reproduce a 
photograph ■ The concert will be reproduced on compact 
disc, b : to produce something that is the same as or very 
similar to (something else) ■ Sound effects can reproduce the 
sound of thunder. 

2 [+ obj] : to cause (something) to happen again in the same 
way ■ They haven’t been able to reproduce the results of the 
first experiment. 

3 : to produce babies, young animals, new plants, etc. [no 
obj] Flies reproduce rapidly. [+ obj] Salmon return to the 
stream to reproduce offspring. ■ The virus is able to repro¬ 
duce itself very rapidly. 

— reproductible /.riipra'duisabol, Brit ^iipre'djuisabal/ 
adj ■ The results of the experiment were not reproducible. 

re-pro-duc-tion /.riipra'dAkJan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : the process that produces babies, young ani¬ 
mals, or new plants ■ sexual/asexual reproduction 

2 [noncount]: the act of copying something (such as a docu¬ 
ment, book, or sound) ■ the mass reproduction of fine art ■ 
methods of sound reproduction 

3 [count] : something that is made to look exactly like an 
original : copy ■ photographic/digital reproductions ■ a re¬ 
production of the painting 

re-prO-dUC-tive /.riiprs'dAktiv/ adj, always used before a 
noun : relating to or involved in the production of babies, 
young animals, or new plants ■ the reproductive tract/organs/ 
system/cycle ■ reproductive health/success ■ (US) He is a lead¬ 
ing supporter of reproductive rights. [=a woman’s right to 
choose whether or not she will have a baby] 
re-proof /n'pru:f/ noun, pi -proofs formal 

1 [noncount] : criticism or blame ■ The fear of reproof pre¬ 
vented them from complaining. 

2 [count] : a statement that criticizes or blames someone ■ 
She responded to their reproofs [=rebukes] by walking off an¬ 
grily. 

re-prove /n'pru:v/ verb -proves; -proved; -prov-ing [+ 

obj] formal : to criticize or correct (someone) usually in a 
gentle way ■ The teacher reproved the student for being late. 


— reproving adj [more most ~] ■ a long reproving speech 
■ He gave me a reproving look. — re-prov-ing-ly adv ■ She 
looked at me reprovingly. 

rep-tile /'rep,taj3l/ noun, pi -tiles [count] 

1 : an animal (such as a snake, lizard, turtle, or alligator) 
that has cold blood, that lays eggs, and that has a body cov¬ 
ered with scales or hard parts 

2 informal : a person who cannot be trusted or who is not 
likable ■ He called the governor’s top aide a reptile. 

— rep-til-ian /rep'tilijsn/ adj ■ a reptilian brain/jawbone/ 
claw ■ The bird was reptilian in appearance. ■ a reptilian 
smile 

re-Ptlb-liC /n'pAblik/ noun, pi -lies [count] : a country that 
is governed by elected representatives and by an elected 
leader (such as a president) rather than by a king or queen • 
an independent republic ■ an eastern European republic 

— see also banana republic 

1 re-pub-1i-can /n'pAbhkan/ noun, pi -cans [count] 

1 Republican : a member of the Republican party of the 
U.S. ■ Our state representative is a Republican. ■ The state’s 
voters are mostly Republicans. — compare democrat 2 

2 : a person who believes in or supports a republican form 
of government 

3 Republican : a person from Northern Ireland who be¬ 
lieves that Northern Ireland should be part of the Republic 
of Ireland rather than the United Kingdom — opposite loy¬ 
alist 

Republican adj [more most ~] 

1 Republican US : of or relating to one of the two major po¬ 
litical parties in the U.S. ■ Republican candidates/proposals/ 
voters ■ the leader of the Republican Party — compare dem¬ 
ocratic 2 

2 : relating to or based on a form of government in which 
representatives are elected and there is no king or queen ■ re¬ 
publican reforms ■ a republican government 

— re-pub-li-can-ism or Republicanism 

/n'pAbhk3,mz3m/ noun [noncount] ■ moderate/conserva¬ 
tive Republicanism ■ Roman republicanism 

re-pu-di-ate /n'pju:di,eit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing [+ 
obj] formal 

1 : to refuse to accept or support (something) : to reject 
(something or someone) ■ a generation that has repudiated 
the values of the past ■ He has publicly repudiated the gov¬ 
ernment’s policies. 

2 : to say or show that (something) is not true ■ He published 
an article that repudiates the study’s claims. ■ She says she 
has evidence which repudiates the allegations. 

— re-pu-di-a-tion /n,pju:di'eij3n/ noun, pi -tions [count, 
noncount] ■ His statements are a repudiation of the govern¬ 
ment’s policies. 

re-pug-nance /n'pAgnsns/ noun [noncount] formal : a 
strong feeling of dislike or disgust ■ They expressed their re¬ 
pugnance at the idea. ■ They felt nothing but repugnance for 
the group’s violent history. 

re-pug-nant /n'pAgnsnt/ adj [more most ~] formal 
: causing a strong feeling of dislike or disgust : repulsive ■ 
a morally repugnant act — often + to ■ The idea was com¬ 
pletely repugnant to us. 

re-pulse /n'pAls/ verb -puls-es; -pulsed; -puls-ing [+ 

obj] formal 

1 : to force (someone) to stop attacking you : repel ■ The 
troops repulsed the attack. ■ The invaders were repulsed. 
[=driven back ] 

2 : to cause dislike or disgust in (someone) ■ I was repulsed 
by the movie’s violence. ■ The moldy bread repulsed him. 

3 : to reject (someone or something) in a rude or unfriendly 
way ■ He repulsed all attempts to help him. 

re-pul-sion /n'pAlJan/ noun, pi -sions 

1 : a feeling of strong dislike or disgust [noncount] I read 
about what happened with a feeling of shock and repulsion, 
[singular] She felt a repulsion for politics. 

2 physics : a force that pushes something away from some¬ 
thing else [noncount] magnetic repulsion [count] a repulsion 
between the particles — opposite attraction 

3 [noncount] : the act of pushing someone or something 
away : the act of repulsing something or someone ■ their suc¬ 
cessful repulsion of the attack/attackers 

re-pul-sive /n'pAlsiv/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : causing strong dislike or disgust ■ repulsive and evil acts ■ 
a repulsive [= repellent] man ■ The rotten meat was repulsive. 
[=nauseating, revolting] 

2 physics : of or relating to the force that pushes something 
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away from something else ■ Magnets have a repulsive effect 
on each other. 

— re-pul-sive-ly adv ■ a repulsively hideous man — re-pul- 
sive-ness noun [noncount] ■ physical repulsiveness 

re-pur-pose /ri'papas/ verb -pos-es; -posed; -pos-ing 
[+ obj\ : to change (something) so that it can be used for a 
different purpose ■ finding ways to repurpose old computer 
equipment 

rep-U-ta-ble /'repjatabal/ adj [more most ~] : respected 
and trusted by most people : having a good reputation ■ a 
reputable source/brand/company ■ reputable businessmen/ 
scientists/writers — opposite disreputable 
reP-U-ta-tion /^epja'teijan/ noun, pi -tions : the common 
opinion that people have about someone or something : the 
way in which people think of someone or something [count] 
This car dealership has a good/bad reputation. [=people 
think that the car dealership is good/bad] ■ He has eamed/es- 
tablished/acquired a reputation as a first-class playwright. ■ a 
teacher with a reputation for patience ■ Poor customer ser¬ 
vice has ruined/damaged/destroyed the company’s reputa¬ 
tion. ■ The cruise ship lived up to Its reputation. [=the cruise 
ship was as good, enjoyable, etc., as we were told it would be] 
[noncount] I know that the restaurant, by reputation , is excel¬ 
lent. [=the restaurant has an excellent reputation] 
re-pute /n'pju:t/ noun [noncount] formal 

1 : reputation ■ They are held in high/good/bad/low re¬ 
pute. [=they have a good/bad reputation] 

2 : good reputation ■ a scientist of repute [^distinction] 

III repute : bad reputation * She was a woman of ill repute. 
[-prostitute, whore] ■ a house of ill repute [-brothel, whore¬ 
house] 

re-put-ed /n'pju.tad/ adj : said to be true, to exist, to have a 
specified identity, etc. ■ He is reputed to be a millionaire. 
[=people say that he is a millionaire] ■ a reputed gang member 
■ She was hired for her reputed talents as a manager. 

— re>put>ed»ly adv • Their pizza is reputedly the best in 
town. [=people say that their pizza is the best in town] 

1 request /n'kwcst/ noun, pi -quests 

1 : an act of politely or formally asking for something 
[count] They made a request to begin work immediately. ■ 
She filed/sent/submitted a formal request for more informa¬ 
tion. ■ He denied/refused/rejected her request. ■ He fulfilled/ 
granted her request. ■ The radio program takes requests. 
[=people can ask for certain songs to be played] ■ At your re¬ 
quest, I am enclosing a full refund of your payment. ■ Troops 
were sent at the request of our allies, [noncount] Catalogs 
are available by/on/upon request. [=you can get a catalog by 
requesting one] 

2 [count] : something (such as a song) that a person asks for ■ 
The radio station plays requests, [-songs that people ask the 
radio station to play] ■ This next song is a request from one of 
our listeners. 

2 request verb -quests; -quest-ed; quest-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to ask for (something) in a polite or formal way • He re¬ 
quested a table near the window. [=he asked to be seated at a 
table near the window] ■ The governor will request that the 
legislature raise taxes. 

2 : to ask (someone) to do something in a polite or formal 
way ■ Gentlemen are requested to wear a jacket and tie. ■ I 
am sending your medical records as requested. [=as I have 
been asked to do] 

re-qul-em or Requiem /'rekwijam/ noun,pi-ems [count] 

1 : a Christian religious ceremony for a dead person — 
called also Requiem Mass 

2 : a piece of music for a requiem 

re-auire /n'kwajay verb -quires; -quired; -quir-lng [+ obj] 
formal 

1 ; to need (something) ■ We require your assistance. ■ He is 
very sick and requires constant care. [=he has to be given 
constant care] — used to say that something is necessary ■ 
The game requires great skill and coordination. [=you must 
have great skill and coordination to play the game] ■ It re¬ 
quires great strength to lift 500 pounds. = Lifting 500 pounds 
requires great strength. ■ Experience is required for this job. 
[=you must have experience for this job] • English is a re¬ 
quired course. [=a course that must be taken in order to 
graduate] ■ The newspaper is required reading [=reading that 
must be done] in my politics course. 

2 : to make it necessary for someone to do something ■ The 
law requires everyone to pay the tax. = The law requires that 
everyone pay the tax. ■ What will be required of me if I ac¬ 
cept the job? = What will I be required to do if I accept the 


job? • The truck driver carries a special license, as the law re¬ 
quires (him to do). = The truck driver carries a special li¬ 
cense, as required by law. 

re»QUire»ment /n'kwaiamant/ noun, pi -merits [count] 

1 : something that is needed or that must be done ■ nutri¬ 
tional requirements ■ a legal/statutory requirement ■ (Brit) 
Her services were surplus to requirements. [=more than 
what was needed] 

2 : something that is necessary for something else to happen 
or be done ■ He has met the basic/minimum requirements for 
graduation. ■ She has fulfilled/satisfied the general require¬ 
ments of the course. 

1 req-ui-site /'rckwazat/ adj, formal: needed for a particular 
purpose ■ She has the requisite [= necessary, required] skills/ 
experience for the job. 

Requisite noun, pi -sites [count] formal : something that is 
needed for a particular purpose ■ Five years of previous ex¬ 
perience is a requisite for this job. 
req-ui-si-tion /,rekw3'zij3n/ verb -tions; -tioned; -tion- 
ing [+ obj] formal : to ask for or demand and take (some¬ 
thing) for your use ■ The officer requisitioned supplies for his 
troops. ■ Tlie car was requisitioned by the police. 

— requisition noun, pi -tions [count] ■ The office manager 
made a requisition [=an official request] for supplies. 

re-quite /n'kwait/ verb -quites; -quitted; -quit-ing [+ obj] 
formal : to give or do something in return for (something 
that another person has given or done) ■ His love for her was 
not requited. [=she did not return his love; she did not love 
him] — compare unrequited 
re-read /ri'ri.d/ verb -reads; -read; -readying [+ obj] : to 
read (something) again ■ We carefully reread the contract, 
re-route /ri'ru:t/ verb -routes; -rout-ed; -rout-ing [+ obj] 
: to change the normal route of (something) ■ The airplanes 
were rerouted due to bad weather. 

1 re-run rn: t T\n/ noun, pi -runs [count] 

1 : a television program or movie that is shown again ■ She 
spent her vacation watching summer reruns. 

2 : an occurrence in which something happens or is done 
again ■ Voters do not want a rerun [=repeat] of the last elec¬ 
tion. 

2 re-run /ri'rAn/ verb -runs; -ran /-'ran/; -run; -run-nlng [+ 

obj] 

1 : to show (a television program or movie) again ■ Last 
week’s show is being rerun tomorrow night. 

2 : to do or run (something) again ■ They reran the race, but 
the result was the same. ■ He reran the software on my com¬ 
puter. ■ They reran [=repeated] the lab tests. 

re-sale Ai:,seil/ noun, pi -sales : the act of selling some¬ 
thing that you have bought [count] They earned thousands 
of dollars on resales of the baseball tickets, [noncount] He 
buys baseball collectibles and then holds them for resale. • 
The resale price/value of the car is $8,000. 
re-sched-ule /ri'sk£,cfcu:l, Brit ri'/Cjdju:!/ verb -ules; 
-uled; -ul-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to schedule (something) for a different time or date ■ She 
called to reschedule her appointment. ■ The meeting was re¬ 
scheduled for Tuesday. 

2 : to aiTange (a loan or debt) to be paid back at a later date 
than was originally planned ■ He rescheduled his college 
loans. 

re-SCind /ri'smd/ verb -scinds; -sclnd-ed; -sclnd-ing [+ 

obj] formal ; to end (a law, contract, agreement, etc.) official¬ 
ly : to say officially that (something) is no longer valid ■ The 
navy rescinded its ban on women sailors. ■ The company lat¬ 
er rescinded its offer/decision. 

1 res-cue /'rcskju/ verb -cues; -cued; -cu-ing [+ obj] : to 
save (someone or something) from danger or harm ■ The sur¬ 
vivors were rescued by the Coast Guard. — often + from ■ A 
fireman rescued three children fwm the burning building. — 
sometimes used figuratively - She rescued an old chair from 
the trash. 

— res-cu-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ Rescuers struggled to 
free the young man from the car wreck. 

2 rescue noun, pi -cues [count] : an act of saving someone or 
something from danger, harm, or trouble ■ The lifeguard 
performed a heroic rescue. ■ The policeman cameSwent to the 
rescue of the lost boy. [=the policeman rescued the lost boy] 
■ When her brother lost his job, she came to his rescue by 
paying his rent. — often used before another noun ■ a rescue 
team/squad ■ a rescue operation/mission 
1 re-search /‘rii-satf/ noun, pi -search-es 

1 : careful study that is done to find and report new knowl- 
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edge about something [noncount] cancer/AIDS/drug re¬ 
search • medical/scientific/scholarly research ■ She conducts 
research into/on the causes of Alzheimer’s disease. ■ Recent 
research shows/indicates that the disease is caused in part by 
bad nutrition. ■ The study is an important piece of research. 

- often used before another noun ■ research data/findings ■ 
a research group/organization/scientist • a research assistant 

■ a research program/project ■ a research lab/laboratory/li¬ 
brary/center ■ a research paper/report [plural] (formal + old- 
fashioned) We read about Sigmund Freud’s researches into 
the human psyche. 

2 [noncount] : the activity of getting information about a 
subject ■ He did a lot of research before buying his car. — see 
also MARKET RESEARCH 

- re-sea reiver noun, pi -ers [count] ■ Medical researchers 
say that the drug is useless. 

2 re-search /n'satf / verb -search-es; -searched; -search¬ 
ing [+ obj] 

1 : to study (something) carefully ■ She is researching [in¬ 
vestigating ] the relationship between stress and heart disease. 

■ He spent the summer researching his dissertation. 

2 : to collect information about or for (something) ■ Before 
going out to eat, she researched area restaurants. • The re¬ 
porter made hundreds of telephone calls while researching 
the story. 

research and development noun [noncount]: studies 
and tests that are done in order to design new or improved 
products ■ The company spends millions of dollars each year 
on research and development. — abbr. R&D 
research park noun, pi ~ parks [count] US : an area 
where companies have offices and laboratories and do work 
involving science and technology — called also technology 
park, (chiefly Brit ) science park 

re-sell /ri'sel/ verb -sells; -sold; -sell-ing [+ obj] : to sell 
(something that you bought) "He repaired the motorcycle 
and resold it for a profit. 

re-sem-blance /n'zemblans/ noun, pi -blanc-es 

1 : the state of looking or being like someone or something 
else [singular] He bears/has a close/striking/strong/uncanny 
resemblance to his father. [=he looks a lot like his father] ■ 
When she showed me her niece’s picture, I immediately saw 
a/the family resemblance . [=a similarity in the way they look 
because they are related] [noncount] He doesn’t look exact¬ 
ly like his father, but there is some resemblance. • There is no 
resemblance between her and her sister. 

2 [count] : something that makes one person or thing like an¬ 
other : similarity • I noticed some resemblances between 
them. [=1 noticed some ways in which they resemble each 
other] 

re-Sem-ble /n'zembal/ verb, not used in progressive tenses 
-sem-bles; -sem-bled; -sem-bling [+ obj ]: to look or be 
like (someone or something) • He strongly resembles his fa¬ 
ther in appearance and in temperament. ■ Terrier dogs close¬ 
ly resemble each other. ■ We couldn’t find anything resem¬ 
bling [=like] a good restaurant. [=we couldn’t find a good 
restaurant] 

re-sent /n‘zEnt/ verb -sents; -sent-ed; -sent-lng [+ obj] 
: to be angry or upset about (someone or something that you 
think is unfair) ■ I resent that remark. ■ She resented being 
told what to do. ■ He resented his boss for making him work 
late. 

re-sent-ful /n'zEntfal/ atfj [more most ~] : having or 
showing a feeling of anger or displeasure about someone or 
something unfair ■ She is resentful about being demoted. ■ 
He’s resentful of his boss. = He feels resentful toward his boss. 

■ a resentful child ■ She gave me a resentful glare. ■ a resentful 
letter to the editor 

- re-sent-ful-ly adv - re-sent-ful-ness noun [noncount] 
re-sent-ment /n'zEntmant/ noun [noncount] : a feeling of 

anger or displeasure about someone or something unfair " 
She bore/felt/harbored bitter feelings of resentment toward 
her ex-husband. • He’s filled with resentment at/against his 
boss. ■ He expressed his resentment of the new policies, 
res-er-va-tlon Arez^'veijan/ noun, pi -tlons 

1 [count] : an arrangement to have something (such as a 
room, table, or seat) held for your use at a later time " We 
made dinner reservations at the restaurant for 6 o’clock. ■ I 
have a hotel reservation. 

2 : a feeling of doubt or uncertainty about something 
[count] My only reservation about buying the car was its high 
price. — often plural ■ She had reservations about changing 
jobs, [noncount] He supported her decision without reserva¬ 


tion. [=he completely supported her decision] 

3 [count] : an area of land in the U.S. that is kept separate as 
a place for Native Americans to live ■ a Navajo reservation 

4 [count] US : an area of land on which hunting animals is 
not allowed ■ a wildlife reservation [=reserve] 

1 re-serve /n*za*v/ verb -serves; -served; -serv-lng [+ obj] 

1 : to make arrangements so that you will be able to use or 
have (something, such as a room, table, or seat) at a later 
time ■ We reserved a hotel room. ■ This table is reserved for 
someone else. • The seats are reserved under my name. 

2 : to keep (something) for a special or future use ■ We will 
reserve this wine for a special occasion. ■ She usually reserved 
her best dishes for very important dinners. ■ She spoke in a 
tone of voice that she usually reserved for her students. 
[=that she usually only used for her students] 

3 : to choose to do (something) at a later time : defer " I 
will reserve Judgment [=will not make a judgment/decision] 
until I know the full story. 

4 : to have or keep (something, such as a right) for possible 
use at a future time • We reserve the right to make further 
changes to the agreement if necessary. 

2 reserve noun, pi -serves 

1 [count] : a supply of something that is stored so that it can 
be used at a later time • oil reserves ■ a cash reserve ■ He had to 
call upon his inner reserves of strength to keep going. 

2 [count] : a military force that is additional to the regular 
forces and that is available if it is needed ■ the army reserve 

— often plural ■ He is a member of the reserves. 

3 [count] : an area of land where animals and plants are giv¬ 
en special protection ■ a forest/wildlife reserve — see also 

NATURE RESERVE 

4 [count] : an area of land where Native Americans live 
: reservation • a Navjyo reserve 

5 [noncount] : the quality of a person who does not express 
feelings, opinions, etc., in an easy and open way • His natural 
reserve is sometimes mistaken for unfriendliness. 

6 [count] : a player on a team who takes the place of a regu¬ 
lar player who is injured or cannot play " the reserves on a 
football team 

In reserve : kept for future or special use ■ She has a lot of 
money (kept) in reserve in case problems arise. 
without reserve : in a free and complete way" They trusted 
him without reserve, [^trusted him completely] 
re-served /n'zawd/ adj 

1 [more most ~] : not openly expressing feelings or opin¬ 
ions ■ She is a very reserved young woman. 

2 : kept for use only by a particular person or group ■ a re¬ 
served parking space ■ The front row is reserved for faculty. 

reserve price noun, pi ~ prices [count] : the lowest price 
that a seller will accept for the thing that is being sold at an 
auction 

re-serv-ist /n'za^vist J noun, pi -Ists [count] : a member of a 
military reserve ■ an army reservist 
res-er-VOl'r / , rez3,vwa»/ noun, pi -voirs [count] 

1 : a usually artificial lake that is used to store a large supply 
of water for use in people’s homes, in businesses, etc. 

2 : a place (such as a part of a macnine) where a liquid is 
stored ■ The pen has a large ink reservoir. • the engine’s oil 
reservoir 

3 : an extra supply of something " Colleges and universities 
provide reservoirs of talent for job recruiters. ■ She found the 
reservoirs of energy she needed to finish the job. 

re-set /n'set,/ verb -sets; -set; -setting [+ obj] : to set 
(something) again: such as a : to move (something) back to 
an original place or position ■ The machine reset the bowling 
pins, b : to put (a broken bone) back in the correct position 
for healing ■ His broken leg had to be reset, c : to put (a 
gem) into a new piece of jeweliy " reset a diamond d : to 
change (something) so that it shows a different time or can 
be used again" He reset his watch. ■ reset the timer to 10 min¬ 
utes ■ The fire alarm was reset. • reset a trap 
re-set-tle/ri'setl/verft -set-ties; -set-tied; -set-tllng 

1 : to begin to live in a new area after leaving an old one : to 
settle again [no obj] They left town and resettled out west. 
[+ obj] He resettled his family in the valley. 

2 [+ obj] : to begin to use (an area) again as a place to live — 
usually used as (be) resettled ■ The area was resettled in the 
1800s. 

— re-set-tle-ment /ri'sEtlmant/ noun [noncount] 
re-shape /ri'jeip/ verb -shapes; -shaped; -shap-ing f+ 

obj]: to give a new form or shape to (something) ■ The body 
of the car was reshaped to allow for more cargo space. • 
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These changes will reshape the future. ■ He reshaped the plot 
of his story. 

re-shuf-fle /ri'/Afal/ verb -shuMies; -shuf-fled; -shuf¬ 
fling [+ obj] 

1 : to shuffle (cards) again ■ The dealer reshuffled the cards. 

2 : to change the way the parts of (something) are arranged 
or organized ■ The President reshuffled his Cabinet. 
[=changed the jobs/positions of the people in his Cabinet] ■ 
We had to reshuffle prearrange ] our schedule. 

— reshuffle noun, pi -shuffles [count] • There has been a 
major reshuffle in the department, 
re-side /ri'zaid/ verb -sides; -sid-ed; -sid-ing [no obj\ for¬ 
mal 

1 : to live in a particular place ■ He resides in St. Louis. • He 
still resides at his parents’ house. 

2 : to exist or be present ■ The power of veto resides with the 
President. [=the President has the power of veto] ■ Meaning 
resides within the text of the poem. ■ The importance of this 
decision resides in the fact that it relates to people across the 
country. 

res-i-dence /'rezadans/ noun, pi -denc-es formal 

1 [ noncount] : the state of living in a particular place ■ He re¬ 
cently ended his residence at the apartment complex. ■ Birds 
have taken up residence [=established a home] in the bam. ■ 
(US) a residence hall = (Brit) a hall of residence [-a place 
where students live at a college or university] 

2 [count] : the place where someone lives ■ a two-story resi¬ 
dence • Police surrounded the residence. — often used to re¬ 
fer especially to a large and impressive house where an im¬ 
portant or wealthy person lives ■ He spent three months at 
his summer residence. • the prime minister’s residence 

3 [noncount] : legal permission to live in a country ■ They 
were granted/denied residence in this country. 

in residence 1 : living in a particular place at a particular 
time ■ The Queen was not in residence at the palace when 
the fire broke out. 2 : having an official position as a 
writer, artist, etc., who has been chosen to live and work at 
a college or other institution for a period of time ■ She is 
the artist in residence at the museum this summer, 
res-i-den-cy /'rezadansi/ noun, pi -cies formal 

1 a [noncount]: the state or fact of living in a place ■ proof of 
residency [= residence ] ■ You must meet the town’s residency 
requirement in order to vote, b [singular] : a period of time 
when someone lives in a place • a four-year residency in the 
country 

2 [count] : legal permission to live in a place • He was grant¬ 
ed/denied residency. [= residence ] 

3 [count, noncount] chiefly US : a period when a doctor re¬ 
ceives advanced training at a hospital in order to become a 
specialist in a particular field of medicine ■ She recently 
completed her residency in pediatrics. ■ a residency program 

4 [count, noncount] : a period of time when a writer, artist, 
etc., lives and works at a college or other institution 

1 resident /'rezadant/ noun, pi -dents [count] 

1 : someone who lives in a particular place • She is a resident 
of New York. [=she lives in New York] • apartment residents 

2 US : a doctor who is training at a hospital to become a spe¬ 
cialist in a particular field of medicine • a first-year resident 

2 res-i-dent adj 

1 : living in a particular place usually for a long period of 
time ■ the city’s resident voters ■ Several tribes are resident in 
this part of the country. 

2 always used before a noun : working regularly at a particu¬ 
lar place ■ the magazine’s resident critic — often used hu¬ 
morously to refer to the person in a group who has a partic¬ 
ular skill, area of knowledge, etc. ■ He is our resident trivia 
expert. 

res-i-den-tial /greza'dEnJal/ adj 

1 : containing mostly homes instead of stores, businesses, 
etc. • a residential area/street/neighborhood 

2 : used as a place to live • residential property 

3 : of or relating to the places where people live ■ The com¬ 
pany offers insurance for commercial and residential cus¬ 
tomers. ■ residential insurance policies 

4 a : providing students a place to live ■ residential colleges 
b : requiring students to live at a school while taking classes 
■ residential study ■ a residential course 

5 a : provided to patients who are staying at a place for med¬ 
ical care ■ residential drug treatment b ; requiring patients 
to stay while they are receiving medical care • a residential 
treatment center 

re-sid-u-al /n'zicfeawal/ adj, formal: remaining after a pro¬ 


cess has been completed or something has been removed ■ 
She’s still dealing with the residual effects of the accident. 
re-Sid -U -aIs /ri'zicfeawalz/ noun [plural] : additional pay¬ 
ments that are made to a person (such as a writer or actor) 
who worked on a commercial or television program every 
time the commercial or program is shown again ■ She earns a 
lot in residuals. 

res-i-due /'rezaidu:, Brit 'rEZ3,dju:/ noun,pi -dues 

1 : a usually small amount of something that remains after a 
process has been completed or a thing has been removed 
[count] The grill was covered in a greasy residue from the 
hamburgers. ■ The divorce left a residue of pain in the family. 
[noncount] There was some kind of sticky residue on the 
floor. 

2 [count] formal: the amount of something valuable (such as 
an estate) that is left after all debts have been paid ■ She left 
the residue of her estate to her daughter. 

re-Sign /ri'zam/ verb -signs; -signed; -sign-ing : to give 
up (a job or position) in a formal or official way [+ obj ] The 
senator was forced to resign his position, [no obj] The news¬ 
paper’s editor resigned after the scandal. ■ He resigned from 
his job as principal of the school. 

resign yourself: to make yourself accept something that is 
bad or that cannot be changed — usually + to ■ We re¬ 
signed ourselves to the fact that we were going to lose the 
game. ■ You don’t have to resign yourself to doing a job that 
you don’t enjoy. — see also resigned to at RESIGNED 
res-ig-na-tion Arezig'neijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : an act of giving up a job or position in a formal or official 
way [count] The chairman accepted their resignations, 
[noncount] a letter of resignation 

2 [count] : a letter which states that a person has given up a 
job or position • The manager received resignations from 
three members of the staff. 

3 [noncount]: the feeling that something unpleasant is going 
to happen and cannot be changed ■ We accepted the news 
with resignation. • a sigh of resignation 

resigned adj, always used before a noun : feeling or showing 
acceptance that something unpleasant will happen or will 
not change ■ She gave a resigned sigh. • “OK, you can go,” he 
said, in a resigned voice. 

resigned to ^ If you are resigned to something, you accept a 
bad situation that cannot be changed. ■ She was resigned to 
a long visit with his mother. ■ I’m resigned to having to 
work this weekend. ■ He was resigned to the fact that an 
expensive vacation would have to wait. 

— re-sign-ed-ly /ri'zamadli/ adv ■ She shook her head and 
sighed resignedly when he told her the news. 

re-Sil-ience /ri'ziljans /noun [noncount] 

1 : the ability to become strong, healthy, or successful again 
after something bad happens • The rescue workers showed 
remarkable resilience in dealing with the difficult conditions. 

2 : the ability of something to return to its original shape af¬ 
ter it has been pulled, stretched, pressed, bent, etc. ■ the resil¬ 
ience of rubber ■ Cold temperatures caused the material to 
lose resilience. 

re-sil-ien-cy /ri'ziljansi/ noun [noncount] : resilience 
re-sil-ient /ri'ziljant/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : able to become strong, healthy, or successful again after 
something bad happens • resilient young people ■ resilient 
competitors ■ The local economy is remarkably resilient. 

2 : able to return to an original shape after being pulled, 
stretched, pressed, bent, etc. ■ a resilient material 

— re-sil-ient-ly adv 

res-in /'rezn I noun, pi -ins [count, noncount] 

1 : a yellow or. brown sticky substance that comes from 
some trees and that is used to make various products 

2 : an artificial substance that is similar to natural resins and 
that is used to make plastics — compare rosin 

— res-in-ous /■reznas/ adj [more most ~] ■ a resinous 
substance 

re-sist /ri'zist/ verb -sists; -sist-ed; -sist-ing 

1 1+ obj] : to fight against (something) : to try to stop or pre¬ 
vent (something) - He was charged with resisting arrest. ■ 
Many people resisted [=opposed] the efforts of lawmakers to 
raise taxes. 

2 [+ obj] : to remain strong against the force or effect of 
(something) : to not be affected or harmed by (something) • 
These windows can resist very high winds. ■ The drug will 
help your body resist infection. 

3 : to prevent yourself from doing something that you want 
to do [+ obj] She couldn’t resist telling us what she’d heard. • 
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He was able to resist the urge to tell her his secret. ■ It was 
hard resisting the temptation to open the box. ■ The offer was 
hard to resist, [no obj ] I know I shouldn’t have any more 
cake, but I can’t resist. 

— re-sist-er /n'zista-/ noun, pi -ers [count] ■ military draft 
resisters 

re»SiS»tance /n'zistans/ noun 

1 : refusal to accept something new or different [ noncount ] 

— often + from • She sensed resistance from some of the staff 
regarding the changes in policy. — often + to ■ There was a 
lot of resistance to the plan when it was first suggested, [sin¬ 
gular] They have shown a stubborn resistance to change. 

2 [noncount] : effort made to stop or to fight against some¬ 
one or something ■ He offered no resistance when he was ar¬ 
rested. [=he did not try to prevent himself from being arrest¬ 
ed] • The troops met heavy/stiff resistance as they 
approached the city. — see also passive resistance 

3 : the ability to prevent something from having an effect 
[noncount] The paint shows good weather resistance. — of¬ 
ten + to • the body’s resistance to disease [singular] Over time 
the patient/infection could develop a resistance to the drug. 

4 [noncount] : a force that slows down a moving object (such 
as an airplane) by going against the direction in which the 
object is moving • reducing wind resistance 

5 or Resistance [singular] : a secret organization that fights 
against enemy forces who have gained control of a region, 
country, etc. ■ a member of the French Resistance ■ resistance 
forces 

6 [noncount] technical : the ability of a substance to prevent 
electricity from passing through it ■ electrical resistance 
take/follow the path/line of least resistance : to choose 

the easiest way to do something instead of trying to choose 
the best way ■ She tends to follow the path of least resistance 
instead of going after what she really wants. 
re-sis*tant /n'zistant/ am [more most ~] 

1 : opposed to something : wanting to prevent something 
from happening — usually + to ■ People are often resistant to 
change. 

2 : not affected or harmed by something • These plants are 
resistant to cold temperatures. ■ He became resistant to the 
medication. — often used in combination ■ a water-resistant 
watch 

re-sis-tor /n'zistay noun, pi -tors [count] technical : a de¬ 
vice that is used to control the flow of electricity in an elec¬ 
tric circuit 

re'Sit /ri'sit/ verb re-sits; re-sat /ri'szet/; re-sit-ting [+ obj] 
Brit : to take (an examination) again ■ He has to resit [=re- 
take] the exam he failed. 

— re-sit /'ri:,sit/ noun, pi -sits [count] ■ He passed the resit. 
res-o-lute /'rez3,lu:t/ adj [more most —] : very deter¬ 
mined : having or showing a lot of determination ■ She is a 
resolute competitor. ■ He has remained resolute in his opposi¬ 
tion to the bill. ■ a leader with a stem and resolute manner 

— res-o-lute-ly adv ■ The senator is resolutely opposed to 
the bill. 

res-o-lu-tion /^eza'hiijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 a [noncount]: the act of finding an answer or solution to a 
conflict, problem, etc. : the act of resolving something • a 
court for the resolution of civil disputes ■ conflict resolution 
b [count] : an answer or solution to something ■ We found a 
resolution to the dispute. 

2 : the ability of a device to show an image clearly and with a 
lot of detail [count] computer screens with high resolutions 
[noncount] The monitor has excellent resolution . ■ a high- 
resolution copier/monitor/camera 

3 [count] : a promise to yourself that you will make a serious 
effort to do something that you should do ■ He made a reso¬ 
lution to lose weight. [=he resolved to lose weight] ■ Her New 
Year’s resolution [=her promise to do something differently 
in the new year] is to exercise regularly. 

4 [noncount] : the quality of being very determined to do 
something : determination ■ They admired his courage 
and resolution, [-resolve] 

5 [count] : a formal statement that expresses the feelings, 
wishes, or decision of a group ■ The assembly passed a resolu¬ 
tion calling for the university president to step down. 

6 [noncount]: the point in a story at which the main conflict 
is solved or ended • the resolution of the plot 

Ve-SOlve /n'zadv/ verb -solves; -solved; -solv-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to find an answer or solution to (something) : to 
settle or solve (something) ■ The brothers finally resolved 
their conflict. ■ The issue of the book’s authorship was never 


resolved. ■ His speech did nothing to resolve doubts about the 
company’s future. ■ They haven’t been able to resolve their 
differences. 

2 [+ obj] : to make a definite and serious decision to do 
something ■ She resolved to quit smoking. ■ He resolved that 
he would start dating again. 

3 [+ obj] : to make a formal decision about something usual¬ 
ly by a vote ■ The committee resolved to override the veto. 

4 formal : to change into separate parts or a different form 
by usually a gradual process [+ obj] The mixture was re¬ 
solved into two parts, [no obj ] The image eventually resolved 
into the shape of a person’s body. 

- re-solv-able /n’zailvabal/ adj [more most —] ■ a resolv¬ 
able conflict 

2 reSOlve noun [noncount] : a strong determination to do 
something ■ His comments were intended to weaken her re¬ 
solve but they only served to strengthen it. 
resolved /n'zculvd/ adj : feeling strong determination to do 
something ■ I was resolved [=determined] to find out the 
truth. 

reS-O-nance /'rczanans/ noun [noncount] 

1 formal : the quality of a sound that stays loud, clear, and 
deep for a long time ■ the resonance of the singer’s voice 

2 formal : a quality that makes something personally mean¬ 
ingful or important to someone ■ His story didn’t have much 
resonance with the audience. 

3 technical : a sound or vibration produced in one object 
that is caused by the sound or vibration produced in another 

reS-O-nant /'rezanant/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : producing a loud, clear, deep sound ■ a resonant church 
bell ■ the resonant tones of the piano ■ He has a deep, reso¬ 
nant voice. 

2 : strongly affecting someone especially with a particular 
quality • resonant images of heroism • His words were reso¬ 
nant with meaning. 

- res-o-nant-ly adv 

res-O-nate /'r£za,neit/ verb -nates; -nat-ed; -nat-ing [no 

obj] 

1 : to continue to produce a loud, clear, deep sound for a 
long time ■ The siren resonated throughout the city. 

2 : to have particular meaning or importance for someone 
: to affect or appeal to someone in a personal or emotional 
way — usually + with • Her speech resonated with voters. 
[=voters liked and were impressed by her speech] 

res-o-na-tor /'reza.neita/ noun, pi -tors [count] : a device 
used to make something (such as a musical instrument) 
louder 

1 re-sort /n'zoa*/ noun, pi -sorts 

1 [count] : a place where people go for vacations • a ski/ 
beach/golf resort • a resort hotel 

2 [count] : something that you choose for help ■ “We may 
have to ask them for more time.” “That should be our last 
resort .’’ [=that should be something we do only if nothing 
else works] ■ Our first resort was to go to the police. ■ The 
company will only declare bankruptcy as a last/final resort 
= (Brit) The company will only declare bankruptcy in the 
last resort. ■ a weapon of last resort [=a weapon that is only 
used if its use cannot be avoided] 

3 [noncount] : the act of doing or using something especially 
because no other choices are possible — usually + to ■ The 
police hope to end the standoff without resort to force. 
[=without using force] 

2 resort verb -sorts; -sort-ed; -sort-ing 

resort to [phrasal verb] resort to (something) : to do or use 
(something) especially because no other choices are possi¬ 
ble ■ We want to resolve this crisis without resorting to vio¬ 
lence. - He had to resort to asking his parents for money, 
re-sound /n'zaund/ verb -sounds; -sound-ed; -sound¬ 
ing [no obj] 

1 : to become filled with sound — usually + with ■ The hall 
resounded with cheers. 

2 : to make a loud, deep sound • The organ resounded 
throughout the church. 

3 : to make a strong impression or have a great effect on 
people ■ His speech resounded throughout the world. 

re-SOUnd-ing /n'zaundiij/ acjj [more most ~] 

1 : producing a loud, deep sound that lasts for a long time ■ a 
resounding crash 

2 : leaving no doubt: very definite ■ The play was a resound¬ 
ing [-great, huge] success. ■ a resounding victory ■ The class 
answered with a resounding no. 

- re-sound-ing-ly adv 
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re^SOUTCe/'riiisoas, Brit n'zDis/ noun.pl -sourc-es 

1 [count] : something that a country has and can use to in¬ 
crease its wealth ■ Oil is essentially their only resource. — 
usually plural • The country has vast mineral resources. ■ 
coal, oil, and other natural resources 

2 \pluraf\ : a supply of something (such as money) that 
someone has and can use when it is needed ■ Their financial 
resource's are severely limited. [=they do not have much 
money] ■ If we pool our resources [=if we combine our mon¬ 
ey] we can buy the car. — see also human resources 

3 [count] : a place or thing that provides something useful ■ 
The library/Intemet is a useful resource [=source] for infor¬ 
mation. ■ The computer laboratory is an essential resource 
for students. 

4 a [count] : an ability or quality that allows you to do the 
things that are necessary — usually plural ■ Does he have the 
intellectual resources to do the job? ■ During his illness she 
discovered vast Inner resources that gave her the strength 
she needed, b [noncount] formal : an ability to deal with 
and find solutions for problems • She is a worker of tremen¬ 
dous resource, [^resourcefulness] 

re-SOU rce-fu I /n'soasfal, Brit n'zazsfal/ adj [more mast 
~] : able to deal well with new or difficult situations and to 
find solutions to problems • a resourceful leader 

— re-source-ful-ly adv ■ She handled the problem very re¬ 
sourcefully. - re-source-ful-ness noun [noncount] 

1 re-spect /n'spekt/ noun, pi -spects 

1 : a feeling of admiring someone or something that is good, 
valuable, important, etc. [noncount] He has eamed/gained/ 
won their respect. ■ The soldier saluted as a sign of respect. ■ 
Despite our differences, I have enormous respect for him. • 
She has a lot of respect for his opinion. [=she values his opin¬ 
ion very highly] [singular] I have a great respect for his ac¬ 
complishments. 

2 : a feeling or understanding that someone or something is 
important, serious, etc., and should be treated in an appro¬ 
priate way [noncount] She showed no respect [consider¬ 
ation] for my feelings. ■ I expect to be treated with respect. ■ 
He has no respect for the rules. [=he does not obey/follow the 
rules; he disregards the rules] [count] He has a healthy re¬ 
spect for the dangers of the work he does. [=he is aware of 
the dangers and does the work in a careful way] 

3 [count]: a particular way of thinking about or looking at 
something ■ The show was perfect in all respects. [=in every 
way] ■ Your theory makes sense in one respect. ■ In many re¬ 
spects [=in many ways], her life has been a hard one. 

4 respects [plural] : a polite greeting or expression of kind 
feelings ■ Please give/send my respects to your parents. 
[=please tell your parents I said hello] ■ I paid my respects 
[=offered my condolences] to the family at the funeral. ■ We 
went to his funeral to pay our last/final respects. 

with (all) (due) respect — used as a polite or formal way of 
saying that you disagree with someone ■ I have to say, with 
all respect , that I don’t think your solution will work. ■ 
With all due respect, I must disagree with your conclusions. 
with respect to also In respect to or chiefly Brit In respect 
of formal : about or concerning (something or someone) 
: in relation to (something or someone) ■ There is a ques¬ 
tion with respect to your earlier comments. ■ There have 
been problems with respect to transferring the data from 
the old computer to the new one. 

2 respect verb -spects; -spect-ed; -spec-ting [+ obj] 

1 : to feel admiration for (someone or something) : to re¬ 
gard (someone or something) as being worthy of admiration 
because of good qualities ■ The students respect the principal 
for his honesty. ■ I respect what she has accomplished. 

2 : to act in a way which shows that you are aware of (some¬ 
one’s rights, wishes, etc.) ■ He respected my wish for quiet. 
f=he was quiet because he knew that was what I wanted] ■ 
Please respect my privacy. ■ You must learn to respect other 
people’s property. 

3 a : to treat or deal with (something that is good or valu¬ 
able) in a proper way ■ We need to respect the environment, 
b : do what is required by (a law, rule, etc.) ■ She always re¬ 
spects [=observes] the sp«ed limit. 

as respects formal : about or concerning (something) 
: with respect to (something) • She is very liberal as respects 
human rights. 

- re-spect-er /n'spckto/ noun, pi -ers [count] ■ He wants 
to be seen as a respecter of the environment. ■ ( formal) The 
law is no respecter of persons. [=the law applies to all peo¬ 
ple in the same way] 

re-spect-able /n'spcktabal/ adj [more most ~] 


1 : considered to be good, correct, or acceptable : decent or 
correct in character, behavior, or appearance ■ respectable 
people ■ She comes from a very respectable family. ■ wearing 
respectable clothes 

2 : fairly good ■ She makes a respectable [-decent] salary. • 
Her grades were respectable [satisfactory] but not great. 

- re-spect-abll-l-ty /r^spckts'bilsti/ noun [noncount] ■ He 
has an air of respectability about him. — re-spect-ably 
/n'spektabli/ adv ■ He was respectably dressed. 

respected adj [more most ~] : admired by many people 

■ She is a highly respected professor. ■ He is one of the most 
respected people in the film industry. 

re-spect-ful /n'spektfal/ adj [more most ~]: showing or 
having respect ■ a respectful manner — often + of • Children 
should be respectful of their elders. 

— re-spect-ful-ly /n'spektfali/ adv ■ He respectfully re¬ 
moved his hat when he entered the building. — re-spect- 
ful-ness noun [noncount] 

re-spect-lng /n'spektirj /prep, formal: about or relating to 
(something) : with respect to (something) ■ We have heard 
no information respecting [concerning, regarding] the path 
of the storm. 

re-spec*tlve /n'spektiv/ adj ’ belonging or relating to each 
one of the people or things that have been mentioned ■ The 
brother and sister returned to their respective [own] bed¬ 
rooms. ■ They are all very successful in their respective [-in¬ 
dividual] fields. 

— re-spec-tlve-ly /n'spektivli/ adv ■ The boy and girl are 
12 and 13 years old respectively. [=the boy is 12 and the girl 
is 13] 

res-pl-ra-tlon /.rEspa'reiJan/ noun [noncount] medical: the 
act or process of breathing • The doctor checked his heart¬ 
beat and respiration. — see also artificial respiration 
res-pi*ra»tor/ , resp3 l reita i /rt0Wrt, pi -tors [count] 

1 : a device that you wear over your mouth and nose so that 
you can breathe when there is a lot of dust, smoke, etc., in 
the air 

2 medical : a device that helps people to breathe when they 
are not able to breathe naturally ■ The doctors put her on a 
respirator. 

re-spi-ra-to-ry /'respsrs^ori, Brit n'spiratri/ adj, medical 
: of or relating to breathing or the organs of the body that 
are used in breathing • respiratory diseases/illnesses/infec¬ 
tions ■ the respiratory system [=the lungs or other organs 
used in respiration] 

re-spire /n'spaja*/ verb -spires; -spired; -splr-lng [no obj] 
technical : breathe 1 ■ Fish use their gills to respire. 
re-spite /'respst, Brit 're,spait/ noun, pi -spites : a short pe¬ 
riod of time when you are able to stop doing something that 
is difficult or unpleasant or when something difficult or un¬ 
pleasant stops or is delayed [count] — usually singular ■ The 
weekend provided a nice respite from the pressures of her 
job. ■ a temporary respite [noncount] The bad weather has 
continued without respite. 

re-splen-dent /n'splendant/ adj [more most ~] literary 
: very bright and attractive ■ The fields were resplendent with 
flowers. ■ She looked resplendent in her green evening gown. 

■ a bird with resplendent yellow feathers 

- re-splen-dent-ly adv 

re-spond /n'spa.nd/ verb -sponds; -spond-ed; -spond- 
Tng 

1 : to say or write something as an answer to a question or 
request: reply [no obj] She hasn’t yet responded to my let¬ 
ter. ■ My mother responded to my request with a firm no. ■ 
The teacher asked a question, but the student didn’t respond. 
[+ obj] “Are you ready?” he asked. “No,” she responded. ■ 
When I asked him what he was doing, he responded that it 
was none of my business. 

2 [no obj] : to do something as a reaction to something that 
has happened or been done ■ Police quickly responded to the 
call for help. ■ She responded to their decision by threatening 
to quit. : to have a particular reaction to something ■ He 
doesn’t respond [=react] well to criticism. • Most readers re¬ 
sponded favorably to the book. [=most readers liked the 
book] 

3 [no obj ]: to have a good or desired reaction to something ■ 
The patient is responding to the treatment. [=the patient is 
getting better because of the treatment] 

re-Spon-dent /n'spccndant/ noun, pi -dents [count] : a 
person who gives a response or answer to a question that is 
asked especially as part of a survey * A majority of respon¬ 
dents said they disagreed with the mayor’s plan. 
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response /n'spcr.ns/ noun, pi -spons«es 

1 : something that is said or written as a reply to something 
[count] He got a response to his letter. [ noncount ] I am writ¬ 
ing in response to your letter of July 17. ■ She asked him but 
he gaveAnade no response. [=he did not answer] 

2 : something that is done as a reaction to something else 
[count] When I told him my plan, I wasn’t expecting such an 
enthusiastic response. ■ Her response to their decision was to 
threaten to quit her job. ■ The patient suffered an adverse re¬ 
sponse to the medication. [=the patient became worse after 
taking the medication] [ noncount ] When you knocked on 
the door, was there any response ? 

re*SPOn«Si*bil»i*tV /n,spa:ns3'bil3ti/ noun , pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : the state of being the person who caused 
something to happen ■ He accepted full responsibility for the 
accident. [=he admitted that the accident was his fault] ■ The 
boys denied any responsibility for the damage to the fence. ■ 
A terrorist group has claimed responsibility for the bombing. 

2 a : a duty or task that you are required or expected to do 
[count] The janitor has many responsibilities. ■ Mowing the 
lawn is your responsibility. ■ She has to deal with a lot of fam¬ 
ily and work responsibilities. ■ It is your responsibility to give 
the company two weeks notice if you decide to leave. ■ A 
teacher’s most important responsibility is to help her stu¬ 
dents. = A teacher’s first responsibility is to/toward her stu¬ 
dents. [noncount] In her new position, she will have much 
more responsibility, b [count] : something that you should 
do because it is morally right, legally required, etc. ■ We have 
a responsibility to protect the environment. • The govern¬ 
ment’s responsibility is to serve the public. 

3 [noncount] : the state of having the job or duty of dealing 
with and taking care of something or someone ■ The princi¬ 
pal has responsibility for 450 students and a staff of 35. 

4 [noncount] : the quality of a person who can be trusted to 
do what is expected, required, etc. * She is completely lack¬ 
ing in responsibility. ■ The boy developed a sense of respon¬ 
sibility with his first job. 

on your own responsibility To do something on your 
own responsibility is to do it without being told to and to 
accept the blame if it has a bad result. ■ He changed the 
schedule on his own responsibility. 
re«SPOn*Si»ble /n'spainsabal/ acjj 

1 — used to describe the person or thing that causes some¬ 
thing to happen ■ Those responsible will be punished/reward¬ 
ed. — usually + for * The technicians found the glitch that 
was responsible for [=that caused] the computer crash. ■ Po¬ 
lice caught the youths responsible for the vandalism. ■ Who 
was responsible for the accident? ■ She’s responsible for most 
of the improvements here in recent months. "He holds me 
responsible for [=blames me for] the project’s failure. 

2 : having the job or duty of dealing with or taking care of 
something or someone — + for ■ She is responsible for the 
company’s publicity. ■ Each child is responsible for his or her 
own belongings. ■ The committee is responsible for organiz¬ 
ing the dance. • You are responsible for mowing the lawn. ■ 
Who was responsible for choosing this location? ■ Parents are 
responsible for their own children. 

3 [more most ~] : able to be trusted to do what is right or 
to do the things that are expected or required ■ She is a very 
responsible worker. ■ Is he responsible enough to have a car? 
-opposite IRRESPONSIBLE 

4 [more most ~] : involving important duties, decisions, 
etc., that you are trusted to do ■ She got a higher salary and a 
more responsible position at the company. 

5 : working under the direction and authority of a particular 
person — + to ■ I am responsible to her, and she is directly re¬ 
sponsible to the company president. 

— re*spon<sl>bly /n'spainsabli/ adv [more most ~] ■ Our 
leaders must act responsibly. 

re*Spon*Sive /n'spcunsiv/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : reacting in a desired or positive way ■ The patient was not 
responsive to the treatment. ■ They weren’t very responsive to 
my suggestion. [=they did not respond very favorably to my 
suggestion] 

2 : quick to react or respond ■ The store is very responsive to 
the needs of its customers. ■ a car with responsive steering 
[=steering that works quickly when you move the steering 
wheel] 

- re*spon*slve-ly adv - re*spon-slve-ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

1 rest /'rest/ noun 

the rest : the part that is left when other people or things are 
gone, used, etc. ■ You bring these bags in, and I’ll bring the 


rest, [-the remainder] ■ Thanks for your help. I can handle 
the rest. ■ Linda, Joan, Donna, and the rest — often + of ■ 
He would regret that decision for the rest o/his life. ■ She 
went shopping and spent the rest of her money on dinner. ■ 
We finished the rest of the cake. ■ He worked in the morn¬ 
ing and relaxed (for) the rest of the day. 

— compare 2 rest 
2 rest noun, pi rests 

1 : a period of time in which you relax, sleep, or do nothing 
after you have been active or doing work [noncount] a day 
of rest ■ I was ordered to get some rest. • None of us had/got 
much rest last night, [count] — usually singular ■ I need a 
rest, [-break] ■ The coach canceled practice to give his team a 
rest. ■ a 10-minute rest period — see also bed rest 

2 [noncount] : a state in which there is no motion ■ an object 
in a state of rest 

3 [count] : an object that is designed to support or hold 
something ■ a knife/spoon rest ■ the violin’s chin rest — see 
also ARMREST, FOOTREST, HEADREST 

4 [count] a : a period of silence between musical notes b 
: a symbol in music that shows a period of silence between 
notes 

at rest 1 : not moving ■ The object is at rest. [=motionless] 
2 : no longer living : dead ■ After years of suffering, she is 
finally at rest. 3 : in a relaxed and comfortable state ■ You 
can set/put your mind at rest. [=you can relax and stop 
worrying] 

come to rest: to stop moving ■ The ball came to rest against 
the curb. ■ Her eyes came to rest on a mysterious man. 
[=she stopped looking around and looked at the mysteri¬ 
ous man] 

give it a rest informal — used to tell someone to stop talk¬ 
ing about something ■ Oh, give it a rest\ I don’t want to hear 
it. 

give (something) a rest informal : to stop doing or using 
(something) ■ Hey, give the TV remote a rest and go outside 
to play! 

lay (someone) to rest: to bury (someone who has died) — 
usually used as (be) laid to rest • She was laid to rest in the 
church’s graveyard. 

lay/put to rest (something) or lay/put (something) to rest 
: to make someone stop thinking about or believing 
(something) by showing it is not true ■ I want to lay/put to 
rest any lingering doubts about my decision. 

— compare ’rest 

3 rest verb rests; rest-ed; resting 

1 [no obj]: to stop doing work or an activity ■ We will not rest 
until we discover the truth. : to spend time relaxing, sleep¬ 
ing, or doing nothing after you have been active or doing 
work • The workers were resting in the shade. ■ They expect 
to rest [=relax] while on vacation. ■ He is resting comfortably 
after his ordeal. ■ She went to her room to rest for a while. 

2 [+ obj] a : to give rest to (someone) ■ The coach canceled 
practice to rest his team. ■ May God rest her soul. [=1 pray 
that God will give her soul peace now that she has died] b 
: to stop using (something) so that it can become strong 
again ■ He rested his horse before continuing the journey. ■ 
You should rest your eyes after all that reading. ■ The pitcher 
needs to rest his arm. 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition a [no obj] : to 
sit or lie on something ■ The spoon was resting in the cup. ■ 
The house rests on a concrete foundation. — often used figu¬ 
ratively ■ The real authority rests with the committee. ■ The 
blame rests (solely) on/with me. [=1 am to blame; I am re¬ 
sponsible for what happened] b [+ obj] : to place (some¬ 
thing) on or against something else ■ He rested his hand on 
her shoulder. ■ She rested her bike against a tree. ■ He rested 
his chin in his hands. ■ Don’t rest your elbows on the table. 

4 [no obj] : to lie in a grave after death ■ My grandfather rests 
[=is buried] next to my grandmother. ■ May she rest in 
peace. [=may she have peace in her death] 

5 : to stop presenting evidence in a legal case [no obj] The 
defense rests. Your Honor. [+ obj] The defense rested its 
case. — see also I rest my case at 'case 

let (something) rest: to stop mentioning or talking about 
(something) ■ You just won’t let this rest, will you? ■ They 
told them their decision, but he won’t let the matter rest, 
rest easy: to stop worrying about something : to not worry 
about something ■ I can rest easy knowing that he will be in 
charge. 

rest on/upon [phrasal verb] 1 rest on/upon (someone or 
something) a : to depend or rely on (someone or some¬ 
thing) ■ All our hopes rested on one man. b : to stop mov- 
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ing and look at (someone or something) ■ His eyes/gaze 
rested on the letter. 2 rest on/upon (something) : to be 
based on (something) ■ His theory rested upon two impor¬ 
tant pieces of evidence. 
rest on your laurels see laurel 

rest with [phrasal verb] rest with (someone or something) 
: to be the responsibility of (someone or something) ■ The 
final decision rests with you. 

rest area noun, pi ~ -eas [count] US : an area next to a 
highway where people can stop to rest, use the bathroom, 
get food, etc. — called also (US) rest stop 
re-start /ri'staa*/ verb -starts; -start-ed; -start-ing 

1 : to make (something) start again after it has stopped [+ 
obj] Restart your computer. • restart the video game ■ They 
plan to restart negotiations next week, [no obj] After you re¬ 
start [=restart your computer], go to the main menu. 

2 [no obj] : to start again after stopping • The tournament 
will restart tomorrow. ■ The tractor won’t restart. 

— restart noun, pi -starts [count] ■ a computer restart 
re-State /ri'steit/ verb -states; -stat-ed; -stat-ing [+ obj] 

: to say (something) again or in a different way especially to 
make the meaning clearer ■ She needs to restate her argu¬ 
ments. 

— re-state-ment /ri'steitmant/ noun, pi -merits [count, 
noncount] • a restatement of familiar ideas 

res-tau-rant /'rests,ra:nt/ noun, pi -rants [count] : a place 
where you can buy and eat a meal • a Mexican/Italian/Chi- 
nese restaurant [=a restaurant that serves Mexican/Italian/ 
Chinese food] 

restaurant car noun, pi ~ cars [count] chiefly Brit : din¬ 
ing car 

res-tau-ra-teur /.restara'tj*/ aho res-tau-ran-teur 

/,rests,rain'ta 1 / noun, pi -teurs [count] : a person who owns 
or manages a restaurant 

rest-ed /'restsd/ adj [more most ~] : having had enough 
rest or sleep • They were (well) rested after a long vacation. ■ 
She appears rested and shaip. ■ I want to be rested for the 
exam. 

rest-ful /'restfsl/ adj [more most ] : peaceful and quiet 
in a way that makes you relax ■ It’s restful by the stream. ■ a 
restful weekend 

— rest-ful-ly adv 

rest home noun, pi homes [count] : a place where peo¬ 
ple who are old or who are unable to take care of themselves 
can live and be taken care of : nursing home 
rest-ing /'restir)/ adj, always used before a noun, technical 
: taken or measured when you are relaxed and not moving 
much ■ your resting heart rate ■ the resting metabolic rate 
resting place noun, pi ~ places [count] 

1 : a place where you can stop and rest • We found a good 
resting place by the side of the trail. 

2 : a place where someone is buried • This is her final/last 
resting place. 

3 : a place where something has been put ■ The monument 
was moved to a new resting place. 

reS-ti-tU-tion Arests'tuijan, Brit .rests'tjuijan/ noun [non¬ 
count] formal 

1 : the act of returning something that was lost or stolen to 
its owner ■ the restitution of her stolen property 

2 : payment that is made to someone for damage, trouble, 
etc. ■ He was ordered to make restitution to the victim. 

res-ti ve /'restiv/ adj [more most ~] formal : feeling bored 
or impatient while waiting for something to happen or 
change ■ a restive audience ■ The audience grew/became res¬ 
tive. 

— res-tive-ly adv — res-tive-ness noun [noncount] 

rest-less /'restlas/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : feeling nervous or bored and tending to move around a 
lot: not relaxed or calm • restless children who can’t sit still • 
The audience was becoming restless. 

2 ; unhappy about a situation and wanting change ■ He start¬ 
ed to feel restless and discontent in his job. 

3 : having little or no rest or sleep ■ a restless night 

— rest-less-ly adv ■ They searched restlessly for something 
new to do. ■ He tossed restlessly in bed. — rest-less-ness 
noun [noncount] ■ the restlessness of the crowd 

re-stock /ri'staik/ verb -stocks; -stocked; -stock-ing [+ 
obj] : to provide a new supply of something to replace what 
has been used, sold, taken, etc. ■ We restocked the merchan¬ 
dise after the store closed. ■ The shelves need to be restocked. 
■ The pond is restocked with trout every spring, 
res-to-ra-tion Aresta'reijan/ noun, pi -tions 


1 : the act or process of returning something to its original 
condition by repairing it, cleaning it, etc. [noncount] The 
building is undergoing restoration, [count] — often + of ■ 
They have undertaken a careful restoration of the building. 

2 somewhat formal : the act of bringing back something that 
existed before — usually + of [noncount] the restoration of 
peace after war ■ the restoration of law and order by the po¬ 
lice [count] The town called for a restoration of the law. 

3 [count, noncount] somewhat formal : the act of returning 
something that was stolen or taken — often + of* (a) restora¬ 
tion of stolen property 

4 the Restoration : the period in 17th-century English his¬ 
tory when Charles II was king after a long period of no king 
or queen on the throne ■ The play was written during the 
Restoration. — often used as Restoration before another 
noun ■ a Restoration play 

1 re-stor-ative /ri'storativ/ adj, formal: having the ability to 
make a person feel strong or healthy again ■ the restorative 
powers of rest • a restorative herb 
2 restorative noun, pi -atives [count] formal : something 
that makes a person feel strong or healthy again ■ Sleep is a 
powerful restorative. 

re»Store /n'stoa-/ verb -stores; -stored; -stor-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to give back (someone or something that was lost or tak¬ 
en) : to return (someone or something) — often + to ■ The 
police restored the stolen purse to its owner. • The police re¬ 
stored the lost child to her parents. 

2 : to put or bring (something) back into existence or use • 
Surgery will restore his hearing. [=surgery will let him hear 
again] ■ The police restored law and order. ■ The team’s victo¬ 
ry has restored a sense of pride to the community. [=the 
team’s victory has made the community feel proud again] ■ 
The government needs to restore confidence in the economy. 

3 : to return (something) to an earlier or original condition 
by repairing it, cleaning it, etc. • The crew is trying to restore 
the old house (to its original condition). • He restores old 
paintings. • an antique car that is being carefully restored • 
newly/recently restored churches 

4 a : to bring (someone) back to an earlier and better condi¬ 
tion — usually + to ■ Her care restored the child to health, b 
: to put (someone) back in a position — usually + to ■ His al¬ 
lies restored the king to the throne. 

— re-stor-able /ri'storabal/ adj ■ The car is in restorable 
condition. — re-stor-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ an art re¬ 
storer ■ a restorer of antique furniture 
re-Strain /n'strein/ verb -strains; -strained; -strain-ing 
[+ obj] 

1 : to prevent (a person or animal) from doing something ■ 
He could not restrain the dog from attacking. • I wanted to 
have another serving, but I somehow restrained myself. = I 
somehow restrained myself from having another serving. ■ 
He could restrain himself no longer. 

2 : to prevent (a person or animal) from moving by using 
physical force ■ Hospital orderlies needed to restrain the pa¬ 
tient. ■ He was restrained and placed in a holding cell. 

3 : to keep (something) under control ■ He could barely re¬ 
strain his anger. ■ The manufacturer took measures to re¬ 
strain costs. 

re-Strained /n'streind/ adj [more most —] 

1 : showing careful self-control ■ She was admired for her re¬ 
strained behavior. ■ a restrained smile 

2 : not too colorful or fancy • a restrained style of architec¬ 
ture ■ The room was decorated with restrained colors. 

restraining order noun, pi ~ -ders [count] US, law : a le¬ 
gal order saying that someone is not allowed to go near a 
particular person ■ The judge issued a restraining order. — 
often + against • She took out a restraining order against her 
former husband. 

re-straint /n'streint/ noun, pi -straints 

1 [count] somewhat formal : a way of limiting, controlling, or 
stopping something — usually plural; often + on • The gov¬ 
ernment has placed/put/imposed restraints on imports. 

2 [count] formal : a device that limits a person’s movement ■ 
Make sure the child safety restraint is in place. ■ The prisoner 
was placed in restraints. 

3 [noncount] : control over your emotions or behavior ■ His 
angry response showed a lack of restraint. ■ The government 
has acted with restraint in dealing with this crisis. ■ You 
should exercise restraint. 

4 [noncount] formal : physical force that prevents someone 
from moving • (US) She was charged with unlawful restraint. 
■ He was placed under restraint. [=he was restrained] 
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re-strict /n'stnkt/ verb -stricts; -strict-ed; -strict-ing [+ 

obi 

1 : to limit the amount or range of (something) ■ Her eye 
problem restricts her reading. * She was told to restrict the 
amount of salt she uses. ■ They want to restrict access to the 
beach. [=they want to limit who can use the beach] ■ The new 
law restricts smoking in public places. ■ They have accused 
the government of trying to restrict free speech. — often 
used as (be) restricted • Visits are restricted to 30 minutes. 
[=visits cannot be longer than 30 minutes] ■ The damage 
from the fire was restricted to the rear of the building. [=the 
rear of the building was the only part damaged by the fire] 

2 : to prevent (someone) from doing something ■ They say 
the government is trying to restrict them from speaking out. 

3 : to allow (someone) to only have or do a particular thing 

— usually + to • The doctor restricted her to a low-fat diet. 
[=she was only allowed to eat a low-fat diet] ■ He restricts 
himself to one cup of coffee a day. [=he allows himself to 
have only one cup of coffee a day] 

re-strict-ed /n'stnktsd/ adj 

1 : having a set limit ■ Only a restricted [=limited\ number of 
students will be allowed in the class. 

2 [more most ~] : having definite rules about what or 
who is allowed and not allowed ■ He is on a severely/very re¬ 
stricted diet. ■ The beach has restricted access. [=only certain 
people can go on the beach] 

3 : allowing use or entry by only certain people ■ a restricted 
country club ■ You have entered a restricted area. 

4 : kept secret from all but a few people : classified ■ a re¬ 
stricted document ■ That information is restricted. 

re-Stric-tion /n'stnkjsn/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : a law or rule that limits or controls something ■ 
Building in that area came with some restrictions. ■ travel re¬ 
strictions • They placed/imposed restrictions on smoking in¬ 
doors. ■ They will lift/remove export restrictions. 

2 [ noncount ] : the act of limiting or controlling something ■ 
illegal restriction of free speech 

re-stric-ti ve /n'stnktiv/ adj 

1 [more most ~] : limiting or controlling someone or 
something ■ restrictive laws/regulations ■ a very restrictive diet 

2 grammar, of a word or group of words : giving information 
about a person or thing that is needed to understand which 
person or thing is meant ■ In the sentence "The book that 
you ordered is out of print," “that you ordered” is a restric¬ 
tive clause. — compare nonrestrictive 

rest-room /'resbru.m/ noun, pi -rooms [count] US : a 
room in a public place with a sink and toilet: bathroom 2 ■ 
a public restroom 

re-struc-ture /ri'strAktJV verb -tures; -tured; -tur-ing [+ 

obf] : to change the basic organization or structure of (some¬ 
thing) ■ You should restructure this sentence to make its 
meaning clearer. • The college is restructuring its Humanities 
Department. 

— restructuring noun, pi -ings [count, noncount] • A re¬ 
structuring of the health-care system is needed. 

rest Stop noun, pi ~ stops [count] US : rest area 
1 re-SUlt /n'zAlt/ noun, pi -suits 

t : something that is caused by something else that hap¬ 
pened or was done before [count] The book is the result of 
years of hard work and dedication. ■ The end/final result of 
his work was a classic American novel. ■ As a result of [=be¬ 
cause of] the accident, he was out of work for three months. 
■ He sprained his wrist and, as a result [=because of this], he 
will not be playing in the tournament. ■ Bad weather caused 
several delays with the result that the work was not complet¬ 
ed on time. [=the work was not completed on time because 
bad weather caused delays] [noncount] The investigation 
continued without result. 

2 [count] a : the final score or a description of who won 
and lost in a game, election, etc. ■ What was the result of last 
night’s game? [=who won last night’s game?] — often plural ■ 
Election results will be posted later. ■ The play-off roster de¬ 
pends on the results of tonight’s game, b Brit, informal : a 
win especially in a soccer match — usually singular • After 
several drawn matches, we finally got a result. [=we finally 
won] 

3 [count] Brit : the grade received on a test or examination 

— usually plural ■ Have you gotten your exam results yet? 

4 [count]: information that you get from a scientific or med¬ 
ical test ■ My blood test result was fine. 

5 results [plural] : something you want that is achieved suc¬ 
cessfully ■ We are waiting for the experiment to produce re¬ 


sults. ■ This method gets results. [=this method is effective 
and successful] 

2 result verb -suits; -sult-ed; -sult-ing [no obj] : to happen 
because of something else that happened or was done before 
: to be caused by something else ■ If you take this drug, side 
effects may result. — usually + from ■ The fire resulted from 
an explosion. 

result in [phrasal verb] result in (something) : to cause 
(something) to happen ■ The disease resulted in his death. 
: to produce (something) as a result ■ The trial resulted in 
an acquittal. 

— resulting adj, always used before a noun ■ the accident 
and his resulting death 

re-sul-tant /n'zAltnt/ adj, always used before a noun, formal 
: coming from or caused by something else ■ She deserves 
credit for the increase in sales and the resultant increase in 
profit. 

re-sume /n'zu.m, Brit n'zju.m/ verb -sumes; -sumed; 
-sum-ing formal 

1 : to begin again after stopping [no obj] The game resumed 
after the rain stopped. ■ Negotiations have resumed. [+ obj] 
After the rain stopped, the teams resumed play. ■ She sat 
down and resumed her work. 

2 [+ obj] : to take (a seat, place, position, etc.) again : to go 
back to (something) ■ He shook his visitor’s hand and re¬ 
sumed his seat. ■ I resumed my place at the podium. ■ She will 
be resuming her position at the company. 

re-SU-me or re*su*me also re-su*me /'rezsimei, Brit 
'rezju,mei/ noun, pi -mes or -mes [count] 

1 US a : a short document describing your education, 
work history, etc., that you give an employer when you are 
applying for a job ■ If you would like to be considered for the 
job, please submit your resume. — called also ( chiefly Brit ) 
curriculum vitae b : a list of achievements ■ His musical 
resume includes performances at Carnegie Hall, a stint with 
the New York Philharmonic, and two Grammys. 

2 formal : a short description of things that have happened 
: summary ■ a brief resume of the news 

re-sump-tion /n'zAmpJan/ noun, formal : an act of start¬ 
ing something again after it has stopped : an act of resuming 
something — usually + of [singular] The rain has stopped, 
but we’re still waiting for the resumption of the game, [non¬ 
count] Resumption of peace talks is expected soon, 
re-sur-face /ri*s»f3s/ verb -fac-es; -faced; -fac-ing 

1 [no obj] : to rise to the surface again after being underwa¬ 
ter or underground ■ The submarine resurfaced. 

2 [no obj] : to suddenly be found or appear again ■ A few of 
the writer’s journals have resurfaced. • His resentment to¬ 
ward her resurfaced. 

3 [+ obj] : to put a new surface on (something) : to refinish 
or repair the surface of (something) ■ He resurfaced the table. 
• The road needs to be resurfaced. 

re-SLir-gence /n'satfcsns/ noun : a growth or increase that 
occurs after a period without growth or increase [singular] a 
resurgence of interest/popularity [noncount] There has been 
some resurgence in economic activity recently. 
re-SLir-gent /n'sa^ant/ adj, formal : becoming popular, 
active, or successful again after a period of being less popu¬ 
lar, active, or successful • a resurgent stock market • a resur¬ 
gent politician 

res-ur-rect /.rezs'rekt/ verb -rects; -rect-ed; -rect-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 : to bring (a dead person) back to life ■ The story is about a 
scientist who claimed that he could resurrect the dead. 

2 : to cause (something that had ended or been forgotten or 
lost) to exist again, to be used again, etc. ■ He is trying to res¬ 
urrect his acting career. ■ an old government program that is 
being resurrected ■ Her reputation has been resurrected, [-re¬ 
stored] 

res-ur-rec-tion Arezs'rekjsn/ noun 

1 in Christianity a the Resurrection : the event told about 
in the Bible in which Jesus Christ returned to life after his 
death b the resurrection or the Resurrection : the event 
told about in the Bible in which dead people will be brought 
back to life before the day of final judgment 

2 [singular] : the act of causing something that had ended or 
been forgotten or lost to exist again, to be used again, etc. • 
He was enjoying the resurrection of his career. ■ a resurrection 
of an old theory 

re-SUS-ci-tate /n'sAS3,teit/ verb -tates; -tat-ed; -tat-ing 

[+ obj] : to bring (someone who is unconscious, not breath¬ 
ing, or close to death) back to. a conscious or active state 


ret. • retire 
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again ■ The patient stopped breathing but doctors were able 
to resuscitate him. — often used figuratively ■ He is trying to 
resuscitate his political career. 

— re-sus-ci-ta-tion /n,sAS3'teiJan/ noun, pi -tions [count, 
noncount ] • The patient stopped breathing and required 
emergency resuscitation. — see also cardiopulmonary 
RESUSCITATION, MOUTH TO-MOUTH RESUSCITATION 
ret. or Ret. abbr retired ■ General Smith, U.S. Army (Ret.) 

1 retail / l ri:,teil/ noun [noncount] : the business of selling 
things directly to customers for their own use • She has a job 
in retail. — compare wholesale 
2 retail adj : relating to the business of selling things directly to 
customers for their own use * a retail establishment/shop/ 
store • the manufacturer’s suggested retail price [=the price 
of something when it is sold to the final customer! ■ Is that 
price retail or wholesale? 

3 retail adv : in a store that sells things directly to customers 
for their own use : from a retailer ■ You usually have to pay 
more if you buy something retail than if you buy it whole¬ 
sale. ■ The product sells retail for about $100. 

4 re>tail verb -tails; -tailed; -tail.ing 

1 [+ obj]: to sell (something) to customers for their own use * 
We retail clothing at the best possible prices. 

2 [no obj\ : to be sold to the final customer for a specified 
price ■ jewelry that retails from $100 — often + at ■ The item 
retails at $59. 

3 [+ obj] formal : to tell (something) to one person after an¬ 
other : to tell (something) again ■ retailing [=retelling] gossip 

re-tail-er / , ri:,teila i / noun, pi -ers [count] : a person or busi¬ 
ness that sells things directly to customers for their own use ■ 
The company is a leading retailer of women’s clothing. 
re-taiMng / , ri:,teilirj/ noun [noncount] : the business of sell¬ 
ing things directly to customers for their own use ■ She 
works in retailing. 

retail park noun, pi ~ parks [count] Brit : a large shopping 
area that contains many different kinds of stores 

retail price index noun 
the retail price index Brit: consumer price index 
regain /ri'tein/ verb -tains; -tained; -tainting [+ obj]for- 
mal 

1 : to continue to have or use (something) : keep ■ A land¬ 
lord may retain part of your deposit if you break the lease. ■ 
They insisted on retaining old customs. ■ You will retain your 
rights as a citizen. ■ The TV show has retained its popularity 
for many years. 

2 : to keep (someone) in a position, job, etc. ■ The company’s 
goal is to attract and retain good employees. ■ The team 
failed to retain him, and he became a free agent. 

3 : to pay for the work of (a person or business) ■ They have 
decided to retain a firm to conduct a survey. ■ You may need 
to retain an attorney. 

4 : to keep (something) in your memory especially for a long 
period of time ■ I studied French in college, but I haven’t re¬ 
tained much of what I learned. • She has a remarkable ability 
to retain odd facts. 

5 : to continue to hold (something, such as heat or moisture) 
as time passes • Topping the soil with mulch will help it to re¬ 
tain moisture. 

re-tain-er /n'teina-/ noun, pi -ers 

1 : an amount of money that you pay to someone (such as a 
lawyer) to make sure that you will have that person’s servic¬ 
es when you need them [count] They paid a retainer to the 
lawyer. ■ They have her on a retainer, [noncount] They have/ 
keep the lawyer on retainer. 

2 [count] US : a device that you put in your mouth to keep 
your teeth in the correct position especially after you have 
had braces 

3 [count] old-Jiashioned : a servant in a wealthy home ■ a 
faithful old retainer 

retaining wall noun, pi ~ walls [count]: a wall that is built 
to keep the land behind it from sliding 
1 re-take /ri’teik/ verb -takes; -took /-'tuk/; -tak-en 
/-‘teikan/; -tak-ing [+ obj]: to take (something) again ■ They 
helped their party retake the Senate. • He retook the lead 
close to the finish line. ■ We will have to retake the photo¬ 
graph. ■ Students can retake the test. 

2 re-take /‘ri^teik/ noun, pi -takes [count] 

1 : the act of filming, photographing, or recording some¬ 
thing again ■ The director called for a retake. 

2 Brit: an examination that a student takes again after fail¬ 
ing or doing poorly the first time 

re-tal-i-ate /n'tael^eit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing [no obj] 


: to do something bad to someone who has hurt you or treat¬ 
ed you badly : to get revenge against someone ■ After the 
company announced plans to reduce benefits, the union 
threatened to retaliate by calling for a strike. 

— re-tal-i-a-tion /r^taeli'eijan/ noun, pi -tions [noncount] 
They lived under the threat of retaliation. ■ The union has 
threatened a strike in retaliation for the company’s plans to 
reduce benefits, [count] a quick retaliation — re-tal-ia-to- 
ry /n'taelij3,tori/ adj ■ retaliatory attacks 

’re-tard /n'taad/ verb -tards; -tard-ed; -tard-ing [+ obj] 
formal: to slow down the development or progress of (some¬ 
thing) ■ The chemical will retard the spread of fire. ■ The 
problems have retarded the progress of the program. 
2 re-tard /■rir.taa-d/ noun, pi -tards [count] informal + offensive 
: a person who has slow mental development; also : a stupid 
or foolish person 

re-tar-dant /n'taadpt/ adj, always used before a noun , tech¬ 
nical : able to slow down the progress or development of 
something — usually used in combination ■ flam e-retardant 
fabrics (-fabrics that do not catch fire easily] 

— retardant noun, pi -dants [count] ■ a fire retardant 
re-tar-da-tion /iri:,ta0 ,, deij3n/ noun [noncount] 

1 old-fashioned + sometimes offensive : an unusual slowness 
of mental development ■ The child suffered severe mental re¬ 
tardation. 

2 formal : an act of slowing down the development or 
progress of something ■ The chemical induced a retardation 
of cell growth. 

re-tard-ed /n'taa-dod/ am, old-Jashioned + often offensive 
: slow or limited in mental development ■ mentally retarded 
retch /'retf/ verb retch-es; retched; retch-ing [no obj] : to 
vomit or feel as if you are about to vomit ■ I nearly retched. • 
The smell made him retch, [-gag] 
re-tell /ri'tel/ verb -tells; -told /-'tould/; -tell-ing [+ obj] : to 
tell (a story) again especially in a different way ■ The movie 
retells the story of Romeo and Juliet. 

— retelling noun, pi -ings [count] ■ The story is a retelling of 
a Greek legend. 

re-ten-tion /rr'tenjan /noun [noncount]formal 

1 a : the act of keeping someone or something ■ the recruit¬ 
ment and retention of good employees ■ the retention of prof¬ 
its from all sales b : the act of keeping extra liquid, heat, 
etc., inside the body • pills to offset water retention ■ the re¬ 
tention of fluid 

2 : the ability to keep something • The fabric has good color 
retention. [=the fabric’s colors do not fade] 

3 : the ability to remember things easily or for a long time ■ 
the retention of things learned in school ■ They say the herb 
promotes memory retention. 

re-ten-tive /rr'tentiv/ am [more most —] formal : having 
the ability to remember things easily or for a long time ■ a re¬ 
tentive mind/memory — see also anal-retentive 

— re-ten-tive-ness noun [noncount] 

re-think /ri'Giijk/ verb -thinks; -thought /-'0a:t/; -think¬ 
ing : to think carefully about (someone or something) again 
especially in order to change a choice or decision : recon¬ 
sider [+ obj] You had better rethink your decision. ■ The 
government is rethinking its policy, [no obj] He took a mo¬ 
ment to rethink. 

— re-think / , ri:,0iijk/ noun [singular] ■ The situation calls for 
a rethink of the government’s policy. — rethinking noun 
[noncount] ■ The problem demands some careful/serious 
rethinking. 

ret-i-cent /'retosant/ am [more most ~] : not willing to 
tell people about things ■ a quiet, reticent [-reserved] person 

— often + about ■ He is reticent about discussing his past. 

— ret-i-cence /'retasans/ noun [noncount] 

ret-i-na /'retana/ noun, pi -nas [count] : the sensitive tissue 
at the back of the eye that receives images and sends signals 
to the brain about what is seen 

— ret-l-nal /'retanal/ am, technical ■ the retinal image • a ret¬ 
inal detachment 

ret-i-nue /'reta,nu:, Brit 'retaipju:/ noun, pi -nues [count] 
: a group of helpers, supporters, or followers • the king and 
his retinue ■ a pop star traveling with his retinue ■ a retinue of 
servants 

re-tire /n'taja-/ verb -tires; -tired; -tir-ing 

1 a [no obj] : to stop a job or career because you have 
reached the age when you are not allowed to work anymore 
or do not need or want to work anymore • I want to be 
healthy when I retire. ■ She plans to retire (from her job) in 
two years. • We plan to retire in/to Florida. = We plan to re- 
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tire and move to Florida. • The boxer retired undefeated, b 
[+ obj]: to cause (someone, such as a military officer) to end 
a job or career — usually used as (be) retired ■ The general 
was retired with honors. 

2 [no obj\: to stop playing in a game, competition, etc., espe¬ 
cially because of injury • She had to retire during the first set 
because of a muscle strain. 

3 [+ obj] : to take (something) out of use, service, or produc¬ 
tion • The Navy is retiring the old battleship. ■ The manufac¬ 
turer plans to retire that car model in a few years. ■ The team 
is retiring his jersey number in honor of his great career. 

4 [no obj] formal: to move to a different place • He retired to 
the library to study. ■ Shall we retire to the parlor? 

5 [no obj\ literary : to go to bed • She retired for the night. 

6 [no obj\ formal: to move away from action or danger : re¬ 
treat ■ The army was forced to retire from the battlefield. 

7 [+ obj\ baseball : to cause (a batter) to be out ■ The pitcher 
retired seven batters in a row. ■ She was retired on a fly ball to 
center field. ■ He struck out Jones to retire the side. [=to end 
the inning by getting the final out] 

retired adj : not working anymore : having ended your 
working or professional career ■ elderly retired people • She’s 
a retired teacher. 

re«tir«ee /n,tai'ri:/ noun, pi -ees [count] US : someone who 
has permanently stopped working in a job or profession : a 
person who has retired ■ a group of elderly retirees 
Re-tire-ment /n'tajamant/ noun, pi -ments 

1 a [count] : the act of ending your working or professional 
career : the act of retiring • She decided to take an early re¬ 
tirement. • Many fans were surprised by the champion's re¬ 
tirement. ■ The staff is smaller because of several retirements. 
b [noncount] : the state of being retired “I’m looking for¬ 
ward to retirement. • He is ready for retirement. "He came out 
of retirement to play baseball again. 

2 : the period after you have permanently stopped your job 
or profession [noncount] She has remained very active dur¬ 
ing retirement, [singular] The staff all wished her a long and 
happy retirement. 

3 [noncount] US : the age at which a person usually retires ■ 
She reaches retirement [=(more commonly) retirement age] 
next May. 

4 [noncount] US : money that you receive from a savings 
plan or pension once you retire from a job or profession ■ We 
can’t live on his retirement alone. 

Retirement adj, always used before a noun : of, relating to, 
or designed for people who are retired ■ a retirement commu¬ 
nity [=a place for people who are retired] ■ retirement bene¬ 
fits/age 

retirement home noun, pi ~ homes [count] : a place 
where retired people can live and sometimes be taken care 
of 

retirement plan noun, pi ~ plans [count] US : a system 
for saving money for use during your retirement ■ My em¬ 
ployer offers a good retirement plan. 

retiring adj 

1 [more most ~] : quiet and shy ■ a shy, retiring young 
woman 

2 — used to describe a person who will be retiring from a 
job or profession soon ■ A banquet was held to honor the re¬ 
tiring senator. 

re-tool /ri'tuil/ verb -tools; -tooled; -tool-1 ng 

1 [+ obj] : to change or replace the tools or machines in (a 
factory, workshop, etc.) ■ The factory has been retooled. 

2 US : to make changes to (something) in order to improve it 
[+ obj] The company is retooling its sales strategies, [no obj] 
The company is retooling for the future. 

1 re-tort /n'toat/ verb -torts; -tort-ed; -tort-lng [+ obj] : to 
reply to something in a quick and often angry way ■ “That’s 
not true!” she retorted. • She retorted angrily that it wasn’t 
true. 

Retort noun, pi -torts [count]: a quick and often angry reply 
• He hurled a retort at his accuser. ■ She made a clever retort. 
re-tOUCh /ri'tAtf/ verb -touch-es; -touched; -touch-ing 
[+ obj]: to make small changes to (something, such as a pho¬ 
tograph) in order to improve the way it looks ■ The photo 
had been retouched to remove the wrinkles around his eyes. ■ 
a retouched photograph 

— retouching noun [noncount] ■ They did a lot of retouch¬ 
ing to her picture. 

re-trace /ri'treis/ verb -trac-es; -traced; -trac-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to go back along the same course, path, etc., that you or 
someone else has taken earlier ■ retrace a path/route ■ The 


crew will attempt to retrace the last voyage of Captain Cook. 

■ He carefully retraced his steps/footsteps back to the road. 
2 : to find out about and describe (someone’s past move¬ 
ments or actions) • Her biographer carefully retraced her 
childhood. • The police are attempting to retrace his move¬ 
ments on the night of the robbery. 

re-tract /ri'traekt/ verb -tracts; -tract-ed; -tract-ing 

1 : to pull (something) back into something larger that usu¬ 
ally covers it [+ obj] A cat can retract its claws. ■ The pilot re¬ 
tracted the plane’s landing gear, [no obj] The plane’s landing 
gear failed to retract. 

2 [+ obj] : to say that something you said or wrote is not true 
or correct ■ The newspaper retracted [-withdrew] the story. ■ 
She was forced to retract [-take back] her statement. 

3 [+ obj] formal: to take back (something, such as an offer 
or promise) • Their college grants were retracted. • They re¬ 
tracted the job offer. 

— re-tract-able /ri'traektabal/ adj ■ the plane’s retractable 
landing gear • The stadium’s roof is retractable. 
re-trac«tion /n'traekjan/ noun, pi -tions formal 

1 [count] : a statement saying that something you said or 
wrote at an earlier time is not true or correct ■ His charges 
were false, and he was forced to make/issue a retraction. 

2 [noncount] : the act of moving something back into a larg¬ 
er part that usually covers it: the act of retracting something 

■ the retraction of the plane’s landing gear 
re-train /ri'trein/ verb -trains; -trained; -train-ing 

1 [+ obj] ; to teach (someone) new skills : to train (someone) 
again • The organization retrains people who have lost their 
jobs. 

2 [no obj] : to learn new skills especially for a different job ■ 
He is retraining for another job. ■ He retrained as a mechanic. 

re-tread / l ri:,tred/ noun, pi -treads [count] 

1 : an old tire whose surface has been given a new layer of 
rubber 

2 US, informal + disapproving : something that uses ideas, 
stories, etc., that have been used before • The show is just an¬ 
other TV sitcom retread. 

1 re-treat /n'tri:t/ noun, pi -treats 

1 : movement by soldiers away from an enemy because the 
enemy is winning or has won a battle [noncount] The forces 
are now in (full) retreat, [count] The army passed through 
the town on/during its retreat (from the battlefield). ■ He 
sounded/signaled the retreat. [=made the signal telling sol¬ 
diers to begin a retreat] 

2 [count, noncount] : movement away from a place or situa¬ 
tion especially because it is dangerous, unpleasant, etc. ■ 
Some of her friends were surprised by her retreat from pub¬ 
lic life following her defeat in the election. - He made/beat a 
hasty retreat [=he left quickly] when he realized he had en¬ 
tered the wrong office. 

3 [count] : the act of changing your opinion or position on 
something because it is unpopular — usually singular • The 
mayor was forced to make a retreat from his earlier position. 

4 : the act or process of moving away [count] — usually sin¬ 
gular ■ Scientists continue to measure the slow retreat of the 
glacier. ■ the retreat of the floodwaters [noncount] Studies 
show the glaciers are in retreat. — sometimes used figura¬ 
tively ■ Her political influence has been in retreat since the 
scandal. 

5 a [count] : a place that is quiet and private ■ She went to 
her mountain retreat for a quiet weekend. ■ an idyllic/island/ 
isolated retreat b : a trip to a place where you can quietly 
pray, think, study, etc. [count] We went on a corporate/spir¬ 
itual retreat. ■ The church offers retreats several times a year. 
[noncount] She went on retreat for several weeks last year. 

2 retreat verb -treats; -treat-ed; -treat-ing [no obj ] 

1 : to move back to get away from danger, attack, etc. ■ 
When the enemy attacked, our troops were forced to retreat. 

■ They retreated behind trees for safety. 

2 : to move or go away from a place or situation especially 
because it is dangerous, unpleasant, etc. - He quickly retreat¬ 
ed from the room. ■ After her defeat, she retreated from pol¬ 
itics. 

3 : to change your opinion or statement about something 
because it is unpopular — usually + from • The mayor was 
forced to retreat from his original position. 

4 : to move backward ■ As the temperatures warm, the gla¬ 
ciers begin to retreat. ■ The floodwaters are retreating. 

5 : to go to a place that is quiet and private ■ They retreated 
into the next room to talk privately. 

re-trench /n'trcntf/ verb -trench-es; -trenched; 



retrial • return 


1392 


-trenching [no obj\ formal : to change the way things are 
done in order to spend less money ■ When the economy 
slowed, the company was forced to retrench. 

— re-trench-ment /n'trcntfmant/ noun, pi -merits [count, 
noncount] ■ The company is going through a (period of) re¬ 
trenchment. 

re*tri*al /ri'trajal/ noun, pi -als : a second trial in a court of 
law in order to make a new judgment on a case that has been 
judged before [noncount] His case is coming up for retrial, 
[count] a series of retrials 

ret-ri'blMion Aretra'bjuijan/ noun [noncount] formal 
: punishment for doing something wrong ■ The killer acted 
without fear of retribution. • divine retribution [=punishment 
by God] — often + for • They are seeking retribution for the 
killings. 

— re-trib-u-tive /ri'tribjativ/ adj ■ retributive justice 
re-triev-al /n'trirval/ noun [noncount] : the act or process of 

getting and bringing back something : the act or process of 
retrieving something • the retrieval of stolen goods ■ property 
retrieval ■ The system allows quick storage and retrieval of 
data. 

beyond retrieval 1 : not able to be brought back ■ The sat¬ 
ellite is beyond retrieval. ■ The old data is now beyond re¬ 
trieval. 2 : not able to be corrected, cured, etc. ■ The pa¬ 
tient may be beyond retrieval. [=the patient may die; the 
patient may not be able to be saved] • The situation is be¬ 
yond retrieval. 

reprieve /n'tri;v/ verb -trieves; -trieved; -triev-ing 

1 [+ obj] a : to get and bring (something) back from a place 

■ Many archaeological relics were retrieved from the site. ■ 
Police retrieved his stolen car. b : to find and get (informa¬ 
tion) from a computer or disk • You can quickly retrieve da¬ 
ta/information. ■ The files were retrieved from the computer. 

■ He was able to retrieve the document. 

2 : to find and bring birds or animals that have been shot 
back to a hunter [no obj] The dog is learning how to retrieve. 
[+ obj] The dog has been trained to retrieve birds. 

3 [+ obj] formal: to keep (something) from failing or becom¬ 
ing worse ■ They were able to retrieve [=save] the situation. ■ 
Can their relationship be retrieved7 [=salvaged] 

— re-triev-able /n'triivabal/ adj ■ The data should be re¬ 
trievable. 

re-triev-er /n'tri.'va*/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a dog that is 
used for retrieving birds or animals that have been shot by a 
hunter — see also golden retriever, labrador re¬ 
triever 

ret-ro /'retrou/ adj [more most ~] : looking like or relat¬ 
ing to styles or fashions from the past ■ the retro look in fash¬ 
ion ■ retro music 

— retro noun [noncount] ■ Retro is in. 
retro- prefix : backward : back ■ retrograde 
ret-ro-ac-tive Aretrou'iektiv/ adj, formal: effective from a 

particular date in the past ■ They all received a retroactive 
pay raise. ■ The new tax will be retroactive to January 1. 

— ret-ro-ac-tive*ly adv ■ The new law will be applied retro¬ 
actively. 

ret-ro-fit /irctrou'fit/ verb -fits; -fit-ted; -fit-ting [+ obj ]: to 

provide (something) with new parts that were not available 
when it was originally built • The factory has been retrofitted 
to meet the new safety regulations. ■ We can retrofit your car 
with the new fuel system, 
ret-ro-grade /'retr^greid/ adj [more most ~] 

1 formal : returning to an earlier and usually worse state or 
condition ■ a retrograde policy that would leave more people 
poorer than they are now 

2 technical : moving backward ■ retrograde motion 
ret-ro-gres-sive Aretra'gresiv/ adj [more most ~] for¬ 
mal : causing a return to an earlier and usually worse state ■ 
retrogressive [=(more commonly) regressive] government pol¬ 
icies 

ret*ro-spect /'rctra.spekt/ noun 
in retrospect: when thinking about the past or something 
that happened in the past ■ In retrospect , I made the right 
decision. ■ What is interesting in retrospect is how wrong 
our assumptions were. 

ret-ro-spec-tion Aretra'spekjan/ noun [noncount] formal 
: the act of thinking about the past or something that hap¬ 
pened in the past ■ This is a time of retrospection for many 
people. 

1 ret-ro-spec-tive Aretra'spcktiv/ adj 

1 : of or relating to the past or something that happened in 
the past • They issued a retrospective report. ■ a retrospective 


analysis of what went wrong ■ The museum is having a retro¬ 
spective exhibit of the artist’s early works. 

2 : effective from a particular date in the past ■ retrospective 
[=(more commonly) retroactive] laws 

— ret-ro-spec-tive-ly adv ■ Their actions could only be un¬ 
derstood retrospectively. ■ The new law will be applied ret¬ 
rospectively. 

Retrospective noun, pi -fives [count] : an exhibition of 
work that an artist has done in the past ■ The museum is fea¬ 
turing a retrospective of Picasso’s early works, 
re-try /ri'trai/ verb -tries; -tried; -try-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to try (something) again • He retried (entering) the pass¬ 
word. 

2 : to judge (a court case) for a second time ■ The judge will 
retry the case. • The case will be retried. 

1 re-turn /ntan/ verb -turns; -turned; -turn-ing 

1 [no obj] : to come or go to a place again : to come back or 
go back again • We waited for you to return. ■ She is returning 
home tomorrow. ■ I’m leaving but will return at 2 p.m. ■ She 
left home never to return. [=she never went home again] — 
often + from or to ■ No one was home when I returned from 
work. • He returned from his trip last night. ■ I returned to Par¬ 
is 10 years later. ■ The bird returns to this area each spring. ■ 
He returned to find the house empty. [=he returned and 
found that the house was empty] — see also return to (be¬ 
low) 

2 [+ obj] a : to bring, give, send, or take (something) to the 
place that it came from or the place where it should go ■ I 
have to return a book to the library. ■ I’m returning your lad¬ 
der. Thanks for letting me borrow it. - Return [=bring] this 
application to me when you have filled it out. ■ Please fill out 
the application and return [=send] it to the address below. ■ 
She returned the gun to its holster. [=she put the gun in its 
holster] b : to bring or send (something that you bought) to 
the place that it came from because it does not work or fit 
properly, because it is damaged, etc. ■ The dishes were bro¬ 
ken when they were delivered, so I had to return them. ■ 1 
had to return the shirt and get a bigger size. C : to bring 
(empty bottles or cans) to a place that collects them so that 
they can be used again ■ I’m going to return these bottles and 
cans (for recycling). 

3 [no obj] : to happen or exist again ■ The pain returned [-re¬ 
curred, came back] about two hours after I took the pill. ■ His 
jealousy returned when he saw his ex-wife with her new hus¬ 
band. ■ Hope has returned to the city. [=the city’s people are 
hopeful again] 

4 [+ obj] : to respond to (something) in the same way ■ He 
smiled at her, and she returned the smile. [=she smiled at 
him] ■ When I told her that she looked beautiful, she returned 
[=repaid] the compliment by saying that I looked very hand¬ 
some. ■ He never returned my phone calls. [=he did not call 
me back] ■ Thanks for helping me. I’ll be sure to return the 
favor. [=1 will help you when you need help] ■ When the sus¬ 
pect started shooting, the police were forced to return fire. 
[=to shoot back at the suspect] 

5 [+ obj] formal to make an official report of (a decision or 
order) ■ The jury returned a verdict of guilty. 

6 [+ otj] tennis : to hit back (a ball that was hit to you) ■ He 
returned her serve. ■ Her serve is difficult to return. 

7 (+ obj] American football : to run with the ball after getting 
it because of a kick, fumble, etc. • He returned the ball/kick 
50 yards. 

8 [+ obj] Brit : to elect (someone) to office — usually used as 
(be) returned ■ He was returned to Parliament. — often + as • 
She was returned as prime minister. 

9 [+ obj] finance : to produce or earn (something, such as a 
profit or loss) ■ The investment returned a huge profit. ■ 
bonds that return [-yield] five percent annually 

return to [phrasal verb] return to (something) 1 : to go to (a 
place where you work, study, etc.) again after being away 
for a time ■ When do you return to school? ■ She hopes to 
return to the office next week. — see also 1 return 1 
(above) 2 : to start doing or using (something) again es¬ 
pecially after a long time ■ She hopes to return to work [=to 
start working again] next week. • She hopes to return to 
working at home next week. ■ He returned to the old ways 
of farming. 3 : to start an activity again that relates to 
(something) ■ He returned to his book [=he started reading 
his book again] after feeding the cat. ■ Let’s return to your 
first question. [=let’s discuss the first question you asked 
earlier] ■ He returned to football not as a player but as a 
coach. 4 : to change back to (an earlier or original condi¬ 
tion or state) • She soon returned [= reverted] to her old hab- 
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its. ■ His breathing returned to normal. [=his breathing be¬ 
came normal again] 

2 retum noun, pi -turns 

1 [singular] : the act of coming or going back to the place 
you started from or to a place where you were before ■ We 
are looking forward to your return. ■ We’re looking forward 
to our return to Europe. ■ What is the date of her return from 
Mexico? [=when is she coming back from Mexico?] ■ Upon/ 
on his return [=(less formally) when he returned; when he 
came back], he found a note taped to the door. ■ The bad 
weather delayed his return home. [=his return to his home] ■ I 
stopped by your house on my return home. [=on my way 
home] ■ She became sick on her return from America. [=she 
became sick at the time she returned from America] 

2 [ singular] : the act of going back to an activity, job, situa¬ 
tion, etc. : the act of starting to do something again after 
stopping ■ The team looked forward to his return to coach¬ 
ing. ■ a return to the old ways of farming ‘He managed the 
team last year, so his return as a player [=his return to the 
team as a player and not as a manager] was a surprise. 

3 [singular] a : the fact that something (such as a condition, 
feeling, or situation) happens again — + of ■ the return of 
peace to the region ■ Scientists noticed a return [=recurrence] 
of the disease in the monkeys. ■ She noticed a return o/his old 
habits. ■ the return of spring b : the fact that someone or 
something changes to a condition or state that existed before 
■ the department’s return to normal ■ The people celebrated 
their leader’s return to power. 

4 [singular] : the act of taking someone or something back to 
the proper place — + of ■ The police arranged for the return 
of the stolen goods. [=for the goods to be taken to the place 
they were stolen from] ■ The mother demanded a safe return 
of her child. [=demanded that her child would be brought 
back to her and not be hurt] 

5 a [count] : something that is brought or sent back to a 
store or business because it does not work or fit properly, is 
damaged, is not needed, etc. ■ The store does not accept re¬ 
turns more than 30 days after purchase, b returns [plural] 
chiefly US : empty cans or bottles that are brought back to a 
store so that they can be used again 

6 finance : the profit from an investment or business [count] 
Investors are promised a return. ■ The company had poor re¬ 
turns last year. — often + on ■He received a large return on 
his investment. [=he made a lot of money on his investment] 
[noncount] The stock has had a high rate of return. — some¬ 
times used figuratively ■ Her son’s success in college was an 
excellent return on her investment. ■ She expected some re¬ 
turn from the company for all her years of loyal service. 

7 returns [plural] : a report of the results of voting ■ election 
returns 

8 [count] : a report that you send to the government about 
the money that you have earned and the taxes that you have 
paid in one year ■ He has copies of his returns for the last 15 
years. ■ We filed our (income) tax return. [=we sent our tax 
return to the government] ■ He filed his 2007 tax return in 
February of 2008. 

9 [count] sports : the act of returning a ball ■ ( tennis ) She hit a 
powerful return. [=she hit back the ball that was served to 
her very hard] ■ ( American football) a 50-yard kickoff/punt/ 
fumble return [=a 50-yard run with the ball after getting it on 
a kickoff/punt/fumble] 

10 [count] Brit : a ticket for a trip that takes you to a place 
and back to the place you started from : a round-trip ticket ■ 
One return is often less expensive than buying two one-way 
tickets. ■ a day return [=a reduced-price ticket for traveling 
to a place and back on the same day] 

by return or by return of post Brit: immediately by mail ■ I 
replied by return of post. ■ I wrote you by return, 
happy returns old fashioned — used for wishing someone a 
happy birthday and to express the hope that he or she will 
live to celebrate many more birthdays in the future ■ They 
wished me (many) happy returns, 
in return : in payment or exchange ■ He helps out and ex¬ 
pects nothing in return. ■ He will not help unless he gets 
something in return. ■ The prisoner told the police who had 
ordered the killing. In return, his sentence was reduced by 
two years. — often + for ■ I will lend you the money in re¬ 
turn for a favor. * He worked in return for a free meal. 

- see also point of no return 
3 return adj, always used before a noun 

1 : used in or taken for returning to a place ■ a return flight/ 
trip ■ the return road ■ a return envelope [=an envelope that 
has an address on it and that you can use to mail something 


back to the person who sent it to you] 

2 : happening or done for the second time ■ a return visit 

3 chiefly Brit : used or paying for a trip that takes you to a 
place and back to the place you started from ■ a return 
[-(US) round-trip] ticket/fare 

re-turn-able /n'tanabal/ adj 

1 : allowed to be exchanged for a small amount of money at 
a place that collects empty bottles and cans so that they can 
be used again ■ returnable bottles/cans 

2 : allowed to be returned ■ Sale items are not returnable. 
return address noun, pi ~ -dress-es [count] : an address 

on an envelope or package that shows where the envelope or 
package should be returned to if it cannot be delivered 

— see picture at mail 

re»tum«ee /n^'ni:/ noun, pi -ees [count] : someone who 
returns to a place or activity; especially : someone who re¬ 
turns to a country after being in another country in prison, 
in military service, etc. 
re-tum«er /n't^n^/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 Brit : someone who goes back to work after not working 
for a long period of time 

2 American football : a player who returns a punt or kickoff 
■ a punt returner 

return game noun, pi ~ games [count] : a second game 
played between the same players or teams — called also 
(chiefly Brit) return match 

returning officer noun, pi ~ -cers [count] Brit : an offi¬ 
cial who organizes an election and announces the result 
return mail noun [noncount] US : mail that answers or re¬ 
sponds to something ■ We received a lot of return mail after 
the announcement. ■ Fill out the enclosed form and send it 
back by return mail. [=(Brit) by return of post] ^immediately; 
as soon as possible] 

Reu-ben /'ruiban/ noun, pi -bens [count] US : a grilled 
sandwich that is made from a kind of sliced beef (called 
corned beef), cheese, and prepared sour cabbage (called 
sauerkraut) 

re-uni-fy /ri'ju.na^ai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing : to make 
(something, such as a divided country) whole again : to uni¬ 
fy (something) again [+ obj] Our goal is to reunify [-reunite] 
this family by returning the children to their parents. — of¬ 
ten used as (be) reunified ■ East and West Germany were re¬ 
unified in 1990. [no obj ] Germany reunified in 1990. 

— re-uni-fi-ca-tion /ri.jumafa'keijan/ noun [noncount] ■ 
the reunification of Germany — reunified adj, always used 
before a noun ■ a reunified Germany 

re*union /ri'juinjan/ noun, pi -unions [count] 

1 : an act of getting people together again after they have 
been apart : an act of reuniting ■ an emotional reunion be¬ 
tween mother and son ■ He dreamed of a reunion with his 
son. 

2 : an organized gathering of people who have not been to¬ 
gether for a long time ■ We attended a family reunion. [=a 
usually large gathering for family members] ■ (US) a high 
school reunion [=a reunion of people who studied at a high 
school at the same time] ■ (US) Are you going to our 20th 
class reunion ? [=a reunion of the people who graduated with 
us 20 years ago] 

re-unite /.rkju'nait/ verb -unites; -unit-ed; -unit-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to bring (people or things) together again especial¬ 
ly after they have been apart for a long time ■ The police re¬ 
united the woman and her son. ■ We need a candidate who 
can reunite the party. — often + with • The police reunited 
her with her son. — often used as (be) reunited • She was re¬ 
united with her son. 

2 [no obj] : to be together again after being apart for a long 
time ■ The band reunited for a special concert. 

re-up /ri'Ap/ verb -ups; -upped; -up-ping US, informal 

1 [no obj] : to officially agree to stay in the military, on a 
team, with a company, etc., for an additional period of time ■ 
When war broke out last year, many soldiers re-upped. ■ The 
team’s top scorer has re-upped for another three years. 

2 [+ obj ]: to officially agree or persuade someone to official¬ 
ly agree that an existing arrangement will continue for an ad¬ 
ditional period of time ■ Now I have to decide if I should re- 
up [=renew] my lease/contract. ■ The team wants to re-up 
their star player for another two years. 

re-USe /ri'juiz/ verb -us-es; -used; -us-ing [+ obj] : to use 
(something) again ■ I can reuse that container. 

— re-use /ri'ju:s/ noun [noncount] • the reuse of packing ma¬ 
terials as insulation ■ The motor oil has been processed for 
reuse. — re-us-able /ri'juizabal/ adj ■ reusable containers 
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1 rev /'rev/ verb revs; revved; reviving [+ obj\ : to cause (an 
engine) to run more quickly : to increase the revolutions per 
minute of (a motor in a vehicle) • She sat in the car and 
revved the engine [=she pressed the car’s accelerator when 
the engine was on but the car was not in gear] while she wait¬ 
ed for us. — often + up ■ He revved up the motorcycle by 
making adjustments to its engine. 

rev up \phrasal verb] informal 1 : to become more active • 
The campaign is revving up. 2 rev (someone or some¬ 
thing) up or rev up (someone or something) : to make 
(someone or something) more active or effective ■ Big 
business spending is revving up the economy. ■ The compa¬ 
ny is getting revved up for the launch of its new product 
line. — see also revved up 

2 rev noun, pi revs [count] informal: a complete turn of an en¬ 
gine part : revolution — usually plural ■ a motor with a 
speed of 5,000 revs per minute 

Rev. (US) or Brit Rev or Brit Revd abbr reverend ■ Rev. An¬ 
tonio Weiss ■ the Revd Peter Smith 
re-val-ue /ri'vselju/ verb -ues; -ued; -u-ing 

1 finance : to change the value of a country’s money so that 
it is worth less or more when it is traded for another coun¬ 
try’s money [+ obj] Three of the nations are expected to re¬ 
value their currencies soon, [no obj ] Most analysts predict 
that the country will revalue before the end of the year. 

2 [+ obj ]: to make a new judgment about the value of (some¬ 
thing, such as a house or an investment) • Linder state law, 
the town is required to revalue [^reassess] residential proper¬ 
ties every five years. 

— re*val-u>a*tion /r^vjelja'weijan/ noun, pi -tions [count, 
noncount ] 

re-vamp /ri'vjemp/ verb -vamps; -vamped; -vamp-ing 

[+ obj] : to make (something) better or like new again ■ The 
company has revamped the design of its best-selling car. ■ 
They are revamping [=renovating ] the old house. 

— revamp or revamping noun, pi -vamps or -vampings 
[count] — usually singular ■ They gave the car’s design a re¬ 
vamp. ■ a complete revamping [= reorganization] of our de¬ 
partment 

re*veal /n*vi:l/ verb -veals; -vealed; -veal-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to make (something) known ■ She would not reveal the 
secret. ■ The test revealed the true cause of death. ■ It was re¬ 
vealed that they stole over $1 million. ■ They revealed the 
plans for the new building. — opposite conceal b : to 
show or prove that (someone) is a particular type of person 

— often + to be ■ The book reveals him to be an expert at 
chess. ■ She revealed herself to be a talented pianist. — often 
+ as ■ She revealed the reporter as a liar. 

2 : to show (something) plainly or clearly : to make (some¬ 
thing that was hidden) able to be seen ■ The expression on his 
face revealed how he felt. ■ The curtain was lifted to reveal 
the grand prize. ■ Pulling up the carpeting revealed the 
home’s beautiful hardwood floors. — opposite conceal 

re-veaMng /n'viihrj/ adj [more —; most ~] 

1 : giving information about something that was not known 
before • The book is a revealing account of being part of a 
gang. ■ Her comments about her childhood were revealing. 

2 : showing parts of the body that are usually hidden from 
view ■ She wore a very revealing shirt. ■ That skirt is much 
too revealing. 

— re-veaMng-ly adv ■ The actor talked revealingty about his 
life. 

rev*eiMe /'revali, Brit ri'vseli/ noun [noncount] military : a 
signal given on a musical instrument (such as a bugle or 
drum) in the early morning to call soldiers or sailors to duty ■ 
He awoke at reveille. 

1 rev-el /'reval/ verb rev-els; US rev-eled or Brit rev-elled; 
US rev-el-ing or Brit rev-el-ling 

revet in [phrasal verb ] revel in (something) : to enjoy (some¬ 
thing) very much ■ She reveled in her success. ■ He reveled 
in other people’s misfortune. 

2 revel noun, pi -els [count] literary + old-fashioned : a noisy 
and wild celebration — usually plural ■ holiday revels 
rev-e-la-tion ^reva'leijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : a usually secret or surprising fact that is made 
known ■ The book includes many shocking/startling revela¬ 
tions about the mayor’s personal life. ■ damaging personal 
revelations ■ The revelation that she was a drug user was not a 
surprise to me. 

2 [count] : an act of making something known : an act of re¬ 
vealing something in usually a surprising way ■ Revelations 
by the newspaper caused a scandal. — often + of • His out¬ 


burst was a revelation of his true character. ■ The revelation of 
her gambling problem followed her bankruptcy. 

3 [singular] : something that surprises you ■ Her talent came 
as a revelation. [=was completely unexpected] — often + to • 
The movie was a revelation to me. I didn’t know he was such 
a good actor. 

4 : a sign or message from God [count] a divine revelation 
[noncount] a prophecy made known by revelation 

re-ve-la-to-ry /'revala,tori, Brit ,reva'Ieitri/ adj, formal 
: making something known : revealing something in usually 
a surprising way ■ a revelatory experience/biography 
rev-el-er ( US ) or Brit rev-el-ler /'revala 1 / noun, pi -ers 
[count] : a person who is celebrating with other people in 
usually a wild and noisy way : a person who is taking part in 
revelry ■ The streets were crowded with revelers on New 
Years Eve. 

rev-el-ry /'revalri/ noun, pi -ries : a wild and noisy celebra¬ 
tion [count] a drunken revelry [noncount] a night of revelry 
Ve-venge /ri'vencfe/ noun [noncount] 

1 ; the act of doing something to hurt someone because that 
person did something that hurt you • an act of revenge ■ She 
swore that she would have her revenge. ■ She wants revenge 
against her enemies. ■ He got his revenge. * revenge attacks/ 
killings ■ He swore to take (his) revenge on his enemies. [=to 
harm his enemies] ■ He is seeking revenge for his father’s 
murder. [=he wants to harm the person who killed his father] 

■ The bombing was in revenge for the assassination of their 
leader. 

2 : the act of defeating an opponent who has defeated you in 
the past ■ The team is seeking revenge for the loss earlier in 
the season. 

— re-venge-ful /ri'vencfcfal/ adj [more —; most ~] 
2 revenge verb -veng-es; -venged; -veng-ing 

revenge yourself on formal : to do something to hurt 
(someone who has hurt you) : to take revenge on (some¬ 
one) ■ She vowed to revenge herself on her father’s killer, 
rev-e-nue /'reva,nu:, Brit 'reva,nju:/ noun, pi -nues finance 

1 : money that is made by or paid to a business or an organi¬ 
zation [noncount] The factory lost revenue because of the 
strike by the workers. • The company receives millions of 
dollars in advertising revenue. [=money paid by advertisers] ■ 
The firm is looking for another source of revenue, [plural] 
advertising and sales revenues 

2 : money that is collected for public use by a government 
through taxes [noncount] Government officials have report¬ 
ed a decrease in revenue, [plural] state and federal tax reve¬ 
nues — see also inland revenue, internal revenue 
SERVICE 

re-ver-ber-ate /n'va-ba.reit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing 

[no obj] somewhat formal 

1 : to continue in a series of quickly repeated sounds that 
bounce off a surface (such as a wall) ■ Her voice reverberated 
[= echoed] throughout the stadium. — often used figuratively 

■ The effects of that event still reverberate today. 

2 : to become filled with a sound ■ The room reverberated 
[= echoed', rang] with laughter. 

re-ver-ber-a-tion /r^va-ba'reijan/ noun,pi -tions 

1 somewhat formal : a sound that echoes [count] the rever¬ 
berations of her voice [noncount] Although the room was 
very big, her voice could be heard with little reverberation. 

2 [count] : an effect or result that is not wanted — usually 
plural ■ The reverberations [=repercussions] of his actions will 
be felt for years to come. ■ economic/political reverberations 

re-vere /n'via-/ verb -veres; -vered; -ver-ing [+ obj] formal 
: to have great respect for (someone or something) : to show 
devotion and honor to (someone or something) ■ The family 
reveres old traditions. — often + as ■ The town reveres him as 
a hero. — often used as (be) revered ■ He is revered as a hero. 

■ Her poems are revered by other poets, 
rev-er-ence /'revarans/ noun, formal : honor or respect 

that is felt for or shown to (someone or something) [non¬ 
count] Her poems are treated with reverence by other poets. 

— often + for ■ a feeling of reverence for tradition [singular] 
Their religion has/shows a deep reverence for nature. 

rev-er-end /'revarand/ noun, pi -ends [count] : a priest or 
minister in the Christian church 
Reverend adj, always used before a noun — used as a title 
for a priest or minister in the Christian church ■ We welcome 
Reverend John Smith as our guest. — often used after the ■ 
the Reverend Mr. Smith ■ the Reverend John Smith — abbr. 
Rev. or (Brit) Revd 

Reverend Mother noun, pi -ers [count]: a woman who 
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is the head of a convent: mother superior • I will ask the 
Reverend Mother what to do. — often used as a form of ad¬ 
dress ■ Good morning, Reverend Mother. 
rev-er-ent /Vevarant/ ad) [more most ~] formal: show¬ 
ing a lot of respect : very respectful ■ a reverent crowd of 
worshippers ■ a reverent tone of voice — opposite irrever¬ 
ent 

— rev-er-ent-ly adv ■ They all spoke of her reverently. 
rev*er*en*tial Areva'renjal/ adj [more most ~] formal 

: showing or having a lot of respect: reverent ■ a reveren¬ 
tial attitude 

- rev-er-en-tial-ly adv 

rev-er-ie /'revari/ noun, pi -er-ies formal + literary : a state 
in which you are thinking about pleasant things [count] I 
drifted into a reverie. [=daydream] [noncount] He was lost in 
reverie. [=he was daydreaming] 

re*ver*sal /rPvesal/ noun, pi -sals : a change to an oppo¬ 
site state, condition, decision, etc. [count] In a sudden rever¬ 
sal, the mayor has decided not to run for reelection. ■ the re¬ 
versal of a decision/position/policy ■ a surprising/sudden 
reversal in the value of the stock ■ We had a role reversal I 
became the leader and he became the follower. ■ In a rever¬ 
sal of roles, he is now taking care of his mother, [noncount] 
Reversal of the decision is unlikely. ❖ Reversal often means a 
change to a worse state or condition. ■ He suffered a finan¬ 
cial reversal. ■ The company had a complete reversal of for¬ 
tune and went bankrupt. 

1 re-verse /n'va-s/ verb -vers-es; -versed; -vers-lng 

1 [+ obj] : to change (something) to an opposite state or con¬ 
dition ■ Our roles as caregiver and patient have been re¬ 
versed. switched] ■ The runners reversed their direction on 
the track. ■ The Supreme Court reversed [= overturned] the de¬ 
cision. ■ The college is trying to reverse the decline in appli¬ 
cants. [=the college is trying to get more people to apply] ■ 
Had our situations been reversed [=if I had been in the situa¬ 
tion that you were in], I would have done things differently. 

2 [+ obj] : to cause (something, such as a process) to stop or 
return to an earlier state ■ We cannot reverse [=undo] the 
damage that is already done. ■ The medicine may reverse the 
course of this disease. [=the medicine may stop this disease 
from getting worse] ■ There is no way to reverse the aging 
process. ■ The operation cannot be reversed. [= undone] • Can 
anything reverse the trend toward higher prices? 

3 [+ obj] a : to change the order or position of (two things 
or a series) • Reverse the “i” and “e” in “recieve” to spell “re¬ 
ceive” correctly. • My mother and I reversed our roles. Now 
I’m taking care of her. ■ We’re going to reverse our usual or¬ 
der and start with Z. b : to switch the positions of the top 
and bottom or the front and back of (something) ■ You need 
to reverse the paper [=to turn the papier around] in the print¬ 
er so that the letterhead is up. ■ Reverse that painting [=tum 
that painting over] so that I can see the back. 

4 chiefly Brit : to drive (a vehicle) backward [+ obj] Reverse 
[-{US) back, back up] the car into/out of the parking space. 
[no obj] Reverse [=(C/S) back, back up] into/out of the parking 
space. ■ The car reversed. [=(t/S) backed up] 

reverse the charges or reverse the charge Brit : to ar¬ 
range to have the cost of a phone call paid by the person 
who is called ■ He telephoned and reversed the charges. 
[={US) he called collect] 

reverse yourself US, formal : to change your decision or 
opinion about something ■ The mayor has reversed himself 
on the issue of raising taxes. 

2 reverse noun, pi -verses 

1 the reverse : something that is opposite to something else 
■ The river flows south to north, rather than the reverse. 
[=north to south] ■ Women may play in the men’s league, but 
not the reverse. [=but men cannot play in the women’s 
league] ■ I thought she would like the movie, but actually the 
reverse was true. [=she didn’t like the movie] ■ You don’t owe 
me any money. If anything, the reverse is true. [=1 owe you 
money] ■ “Did you think it would be difficult?” “ Quite the re¬ 
verse. [=quite the contrary] I thought it would be easy.” — of¬ 
ten + of u The ending of the book was the reverse of what I ex¬ 
pected. 

2 the reverse : the back side of a coin, document, etc. ■ The 
building appears on the reverse of the coin. ■ Please sign your 
name on the reverse. 

3 [noncount] : reverse gear ■ I put the car in/into reverse 
and backed out of the garage. — sometimes used figurative¬ 
ly ■ The economy seems to be stuck in reverse. [=the econo¬ 
my is continuing to get worse] 


4 [count] formal : a change that makes something worse ■ 
The loss of their support was a serious reverse for the project. 

— usually plural ■ The company has had some financial re¬ 
verses. setbacks] 

5 [count] American football l a play in which one player gives 
the ball to another player who is moving in the opposite di¬ 
rection 

in reverse 1 a : in an order in which the last part is first 
and the first part is last : backward ■ In her latest film, 
the story is told in reverse. We see the main character as an 
adult in the beginning and as a child at the end. ■ The win¬ 
ners were called in reverse from last place to first place, b 
: in a way that is opposite to what is normal or to what 
happened earlier ■ Ten years ago, American tourists 
flocked to Europe. But now that the dollar is weak, we 
have the same situation in reverse. Europeans are coming 
to the U.S. in record numbers. 2 : toward an opposite or 
worse state or condition ■ The talks between the labor 
union and workers seem to be moving in reverse, 
into reverse : into an opposite state or condition ■ The de¬ 
crease in profit has been put into reverse. ■ The economy 
has gone into reverse. [=has gotten worse] 
reverse adj, always used before a noun 

1 : opposite to what is usual or stated ■ Can you say the al¬ 
phabet in reverse order? ■ The wheel will not turn in the re¬ 
verse [mother] direction. ■ The drug is used to lower blood 
pressure but may have the reverse effect in some patients. 

2 : opposite to the front ■ Please sign your name on the re¬ 
verse [=back] side. 

reverse—Charge adj, Brit : ^collect ■ a reverse-charge 
phone call 

reverse discrimination noun [noncount] : the practice 
of making it more difficult for a certain type of person (such 
as a white man) to get a job, to go to a school, etc., because 
other people who were treated unfairly in the past are now 
being given an advantage ■ He claimed that reverse discrimi¬ 
nation was to blame for his unemployment, 
reverse engineer verb ~ -neers; — neered; — neer- 
ing [+ obj] technical: to study the parts of (something) to see 
how it was made and how it works so that you can make 
something that is like it ■ They reverse engineered the soft¬ 
ware. 

— reverse engineering noun [noncount] 

reverse gear noun, pi ■—■ gears : a part (called a gear) that 
makes a motor move a vehicle in a backward direction 
[noncount] Put the car in/into reverse gear. — sometimes 
used figuratively ■ The economy seems to be stuck in reverse 
gear. [=the economy seems to be getting worse] [count] — 
usually singular ■ The tractor does not have a reverse gear. 
reverse mortgage noun, pi — gages [count] chiefly US, 
finance : a legal agreement in which a bank pays you an 
amount of money equal to the part of your home’s value 
that you actually own, and you agree that when you sell 
your home or when you move or die, that amount of money 
plus interest will be paid to the bank 
reverse psychology noun [noncount] : a method of get¬ 
ting someone to do what you want by pretending not to want 
it or by pretending to want something else 

re*vers*ible /ri'vasabal/ adj 

1 a : able to be changed back to an earlier or original state ■ 
a reversible chemical reaction b : able to be stopped and 
not causing permanent damage or changes ■ Some diseases 
are reversible. ■ Fortunately, the damage is reversible. 
- opposite IRREVERSIBLE 

2 a : having two sides that can be used ■ reversible fabrics ■ 
The rug is reversible, b : able to be worn with either side 
facing outward • This coat is reversible. 

— re-vers-ibil-i-ty /n,v0>s3 , bil3ti/ noun [noncount] 
re-ver-sion /n'vagan, Brit ri'vaijan/ noun, pi -sions 

1 technical + formal : an act or process of returning to an 
earlier condition or state — usually + to [count] — usually 
singular ■ a reversion to a primitive state • a reversion to old 
customs/habits [noncount] His photos document the land’s 
reversion to swamp. 

2 [count, noncount] law : the returning of property to a 
former owner or to a person who received the right to it 
when the former owner died ■ the reversion of the estate 

re-vert /n'va-t/ verb -verts; -vert-ed; -vert-ing 
revert to [phrasal verb] revert to (something) 1 : to go back 
or return to (an earlier state, condition, situation, etc.) ■ 
She has reverted (back) to her old habits. ■ My blood pres¬ 
sure has reverted to normal. [=has returned to normal; has 
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become normal again] ■ After playing badly in the last two 
games, he seems to have reverted to form. [=he is now play¬ 
ing as well as he usually does] • ( chiefly Brit ) After this one 
atypical comedy, will he revert to type [=will he do what he 
usually does] in his next film? 2 revert to (someone or 
something) law, of property : to be given to (a former own¬ 
er or a former owner’s heir) ■ The estate reverted to a dis¬ 
tant cousin. 

1 re»view /n'vju:/ noun, pi -views 

1 : an act of carefully looking at or examining the quality or 
condition of something or someone : examination or inspec¬ 
tion [count] Changes to the building had to be made after 
the review by the safety inspectors. — often + of u a review of 
the case ■ a review of their research/evidence ■ a review of the 
policy/rules/regulations • I was disappointed with my salary/ 
pay review. [=a review of an employee’s work and perfor¬ 
mance by an employer to decide by how much his or her pay 
or salary should be increased] [ noncount] After hours of re¬ 
view , the committee made its decision. ■ a review board/com¬ 
mittee • The medical records were sent to the doctor for re¬ 
view. ■ The grant application is up for review. [=the 
application for the grant will be looked at] ■ The book/poli¬ 
cy/ruling is under review. [=is being reviewed] ■ (formal) On 
review of [=after reviewing] the evidence, the jury finds the 
defendant guilty. ■ Upon further review of your situation 
[=after spending more time looking at and thinking about 
your situation], we have decided to grant your request. ■ The 
decision is subject to review by a higher authority. [=the de¬ 
cision might be studied and then changed by someone who 
has more power] — see also peer review 

2 a : a report that gives someone’s opinion about the quality 
of a book, performance, product, etc. [count] I read the 
book/film reviews in the newspaper. ■ Reviews of the play 
were good. [=the people who wrote the reviews liked the 
play] ■ Critics gave the new album mixed reviews. [=some 
critics liked the album, while other critics did not] ■ a favor¬ 
able review ■ The movie received rave reviews. [=reviews that 
say it is excellent] [noncount] Copies of the book were sent 
to critics for review. = Review copies of the book were sent 
to critics. [=copies of the book were sent to critics so that 
they could read it and then write reviews about it] ■ The edu¬ 
cational software was sent to teachers for review, b [count] 

: a magazine filled mostly with reviews and articles that de¬ 
scribe the writer’s thoughts or opinions about a subject — 
often used in titles ■ He wrote an article for llxe Annual Re¬ 
view of Biology. ■ Ihe Western New England Law Review 

3 [count] : a class, a book, an article, etc., that studies or de¬ 
scribes something (such as events from a particular time) 
: survey — usually + of m areview of 19th-century American 
art • a review of the year’s major events ■ The seminar is a re¬ 
view of the writer’s career. 

4 US : the act of studying information that was studied be¬ 
fore [count] The teacher allowed one more review of our 
notes before the test, [noncount] I haven’t done enough re¬ 
view [=(Brit) revision] for the exam. 

5 [count] military : a formal inspection by officers of high 
rank or by an important person ■ a review of the cadets 

| Do not confuse review with revue. _ ] 

2 review verb -views; -viewed; -viewing 

1 a [+ obj] : to look at or examine (something) carefully es¬ 
pecially before making a decision or judgment ■ Scientists 
are reviewing the results of the study. ■ I need time to review 
the situation. ■ The ruling will be reviewed by the Supreme 
Court. * The committee reviewed the applications/regula¬ 
tions. ■ The television show will review last year’s major 
events, b US : to study or look at (something) again [+ obj] 
She reviewed her notes for the speech. ■ Please review [=go 
over, check] your answers before handing in your test. ■ I 
need to review' \=(Brit) revise] chemistry, [no obj] Students 
were given time to review [-(Brit) revise] for the test, c [+ 
obj] : to describe or show (a series of things or events from 
the past) ■ The television show will review last year’s major 
events. ■ The biography reviewed her accomplishments. 

2 [+ obj] : to report on or judge the quality of a book, show, 
product, etc. ■ Critics have not yet reviewed the movie/play. ■ 
The book/album/car was reviewed in this magazine. 

3 [+ obj] military : to make an official inspection of (some¬ 
one or something) ■ The President reviewed the troops. 

— re-view-er /n'vju:wav' noun, pi -ers [count] ■ the newspa¬ 
per’s movie/book reviewer 

re«vile /n'vajal/ verb -viles; -viled; -vil*ing [+ obj] formal 
: to speak about (someone or something) in a very critical or 


insulting way • Many people reviled him for his callous be¬ 
havior. — usually used as (be) reviled * The committee’s deci¬ 
sion was reviled by reporters. ■ The policy was reviled as rac¬ 
ist. [=people said that the policy was racist] 
re»vise /n’vaiz/ verb -vis«es; -vised; -visaing 

1 [+ obj] : to make changes especially to correct or improve 
(something) ■ Please revise this essay. ■ We have to revise our 
plans because of the delays. ■ I would like to revise my esti¬ 
mate. ■ You need to buy the revised [=corrected and updated] 
edition of the textbook. 

2 Brit : to study (something) again [+ obj] She revised [=(645) 
reviewed] chemistry, [no obj] I need to revise [=((/£) review] 
for the exam. 

re»vi»sion /n'vi33n/ noun, pi -sions 

1 : a change or a set of changes that corrects or improves 
something [count] This edition is filled with revisions. • A re¬ 
vision of the theory will be necessary. ■ They made revisions 
to the book, [noncount] The essay needs revision. ■ The 
teacher gave me some suggestions for revision. 

2 [count]: a new version of something : something (such as a 
piece of writing or a song) that has been corrected or 
changed ■ This is the original version, not the revision. ■ Here 
is my revision of the paragraph. 

3 [noncount] Brit: study of information that was studied be¬ 
fore ■ Have you done enough revision [=((/S) review] for the 
exam? 

re*vi*Sion*ism /n'vi33,niz3m /noun [noncount] formal + of¬ 
ten disapproving : support of ideas and beliefs that differ 
from and try to change accepted ideas and beliefs especially 
in a way that is seen as wrong or dishonest ■ She rejects the 
author’s historical revisionism. [=the author’s new interpreta¬ 
tion of history] 

— re-vi-sion*ist /n'vi33nist/ noun, pi -ists [count] — rev¬ 
isionist adj ■ a revisionist argument/view 

re*vis-it /ri'vizat/ verb -its; -it-ed; -it-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to go to (a place) again especially after a long period of 
time ■ He revisited his old house. ■ The police revisited the 
crime scene. 

2 : to think about or look at (something) again • The police 
revisited the case of the unsolved murder. ■ The book/idea is 
worth revisiting. ■ The judge said that he will revisit [-recon¬ 
sider] his decision. 

re*vi*tal*ize also Brit re>vi>tal«ise /ri'vaits.laiz/ verb -iz- 
es; -ized; -iz*ing [+ obj ]: to make (someone or something) 
active, healthy, or energetic again ■ The mayor hopes to revi¬ 
talize the city. ■ This shampoo revitalized my hair. [=made my 
hair look healthy] ■ The drink revitalized me. [=made me feel 
full of energy] 

— re-vi-tal-i-zadion also Brit re*vi>tal-i-sa>tion /ri- 
jvaitala’zeijan, Brit rijvaita^ai'zeijan/ noun [noncount] 
economic revitalization ■ revitalization efforts/plans [si/i- 
gular] a revitalization of the city 

re*viv»al /n'vaival/ noun, pi -aIs 

1 [count] : a period in which something becomes popular 
again after a long period of time ■ a jazz revival ■ a revival of 
biographical writing • a revival in Gothic architecture ■ Fash¬ 
ions from the 1970s are enjoying a revival. 

2 : the growth of something or an increase in the activity of 
something after a long period of no growth or activity 
[count] — usually singular ■ After four slow years, our busi¬ 
ness is seeing a revival. ■ the recent revival of interest in my¬ 
thology [noncount] The city is showing signs of revival. 

3 [count] : the showing of a play, a movie, etc., to the public 
usually many years after it was last shown : a new produc¬ 
tion of an old show ■ There are three musical revivals on 
Broadway this season. ■ The opera company is staging a re¬ 
vival of Verdi’s Don Carlos. 

4 [count] US, religion ; revival meeting 
re«viv*al*ist /n'vaivalist/ noun, pi -ists [count] 

1 religion : someone who organizes and leads a revival meet¬ 
ing 

2 formal : someone who uses or practices something that 
was popular in the past ■ a musical revivalist 

— re-viv-al-ism /n'vaiv3,liz3m/ noun [noncount] ■ religious 
revivalism — revivalist adj, always used before a noun ■ a 
revivalist preacher/movement 

revival meeting noun, pi ~ -ings [count] : a meeting or 
series of meetings led by a preacher to make people interest¬ 
ed in a Christian religion — called also (US) revival 
re*vive /n'vaiv/ verb -vives; -vived; -viv-ing 
1 a [+ obj] : to make (someone or something) strong, 
healthy, or active again ■ The doctors were trying to revive 
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the patient. [=to make the unconscious patient conscious 
again] • Visiting my old house has revived [=brought back] 
childhood memories. • The water revived [=refieshed] the 
flowers. • The success of the movie has revived her career. ■ 
The government is trying to revive the economy. ■ Our spirits 
were revived by his enthusiasm, b [no obj] : to become 
strong, healthy, or active again ■ The store’s business is be¬ 
ginning to revive. 

2 [+ obj] : to bring (something) back into use or popularity ■ 
The family is trying to revive an old custom. 

3 [+ obj ] : to arrange to have (an old play, opera, etc.) per¬ 
formed in front of an audience ■ He has decided to revive 
Moliere’s Tartuffe. 

re«viv«i*fy /ri'viv3,fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing [+ obj] for¬ 
mal : to make (someone or something) strong, healthy, or 
active again : revive • looking for ways to revivify the city’s 
economy 

re*VOke /n'vouk/ verb -vokes; -voked; -vok*ing [+ obj] 
formal : to officially cancel the power or effect of (some¬ 
thing, such as a law, license, agreement, etc.) : to make 
(something) not valid ■ The judge revoked her driver’s li¬ 
cense. ■ Their work permits were revoked. ■ He threatened to 
revoke [-retract, cancel] his offer. ■ Their privileges were re¬ 
voked after they misbehaved. 

— re«vO"ca-tion ^rcva'keijsn/ noun, pi -tions [count, non¬ 
count] ■ Not paying the fine may mean revocation of your 
driver’s license. 

1 re.volt /n'voult/ verb -volts; -volt-ed; -volt-ing 

1 [no obj] : to fight in a violent way against the rule of a lead¬ 
er or government ■ The group threatened to revolt. — often + 
against • The peasants revolted against the king. ■ They revolt¬ 
ed against the government. 

2 [no obj] : to act in a way that shows that you do not accept 
the control or influence of someone or something — often + 
against ■ Teenagers tend to revolt [-rebel] against their par¬ 
ents. ■ He revolted against [=disobeyed] religious traditions. 

3 [+ obj] : to cause (someone) to feel disgust or shock ■ All 
the violence revolted me. — often used as (be) revolted • He 
was revolted by the smell. 

2 revolt noun, pi -volts 

1 : violent action against a ruler or government : rebel¬ 
lion [count] the revolt of/by the slaves ■ The peasants’ revolt 
was crushed by the king. ■ They staged a revolt, but it was 
quickly put down. [=they started a revolt, but it was quickly 
defeated] — often + against ■ a revolt against the government 
[noncount] The leader of the group called for revolt. ■ The 
people rose (up) in revolt ( against the king). [=the people 
fought against the king] 

2 : something which shows that you will not accept some¬ 
thing or will not agree to be controlled or influenced by 
someone or something [count] a revolt by consumers over 
high prices = a consumer revolt over high prices — often + 
against • His book is a revolt against conservative thinking. 
[noncount] Consumers are in revolt against high prices. 

re*VOlt*ing /n'voultirj/ adj [more most ~] : extremely 
unpleasant or offensive ■ a revolting [=disgusting] smell ■ The 
bloody scenes in the movie were positively revolting. 

— re*volt*ing*ly adv ■ The movie was revoltingly violent. 

rev«Q«lu»tion ^reva'luijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 a : the usually violent attempt by many people to end the 
rule of one government and start a new one [count] the 
American/French Revolution ■ The group started a revolu¬ 
tion. [noncount] The king knew that there was a threat of 
revolution. — see also counterrevolution b [count] : a 
sudden, extreme, or complete change in the way people live, 
work, etc. ■ This new theory could cause a revolution in ele¬ 
mentary education. ■ the computer revolution [=the changes 
created by the widespread use of computers] • The growth of 
the middle class forced a social revolution. [=a major change 
in society] ■ the sexual revolution [=a major change in peo¬ 
ple’s attitudes about sex] — see also industrial revolu¬ 
tion 

2 technical a : the action of moving around something in a 
path that is similar to a circle : rotation [count] the revo¬ 
lution of the Earth around the Sun [noncount] The period of 
revolution of the Earth around the Sun is equal to one year, 
b [count] : a complete turn that is made by something 
around its center point or line ■ The Earth makes one revolu¬ 
tion on its axis in about 24 hours. ■ This motor operates at a 
speed of 5,000 revolutions per minute. 

1 rev«0-lu , ti0n-ary Areva'lmJ^neri, Brit ,rev3'lu:j3nri/ adj 
1 always used before a noun : relating to, involving, or sup¬ 


porting a political revolution ■ a revolutionary war/move¬ 
ment ■ a revolutionary leader/party 

2 [more —; most ~] : causing or relating to a great or com¬ 
plete change ■ revolutionary [= radical] ideas ■ The invention 
was revolutionary. ■ a revolutionary new product 
Revolutionary noun, pi -aries [count] : someone who 
leads, joins, or wants a revolution 
rev-o*lu*tion*ize also Brit rev«o*lu«tion*ise /,revs- 
'lu:j3,naiz/ verb -iz«es; -ized; -iz*ing [+ obj] : to change 
(something) very much or completely : to cause a revolution 
in (something) ■ The invention of the airplane revolutionized 
travel. ■ This new drug may revolutionize cancer treatment. • 
This discovery has revolutionized our understanding of how 
the human brain works. 

re*VOlve /n'vculv/ verb -volves; -volved; -volv-ing : to 

turn around a center point or line : rotate [no obj] As the 
gear revolves , it turns the other gears. • The Earth revolves on 
its axis. [+ obj] The software allows you to revolve images. 
revolve around [phrasal verb] 1 revolve around (some¬ 
thing) : to move around (something) in a path that is simi¬ 
lar to a circle ■ The planets revolve around the sun. 2 re¬ 
volve around (someone or something) : to have (someone 
or something) as a main subject or interest ■ The discussion 
revolved around the question of how much money should 
be given to each department. ■ Her world revolves around 
her work/son. [=her work/son is extremely important to 
her] ■ His life revolves around playing basketball. [=he plays 
basketball a lot] • He thinks the world revolves around 
him. [=he thinks that he is the most important person in 
the world] ■ The world does not revolve around you. [=you 
are not the most important person in the world] 
re«VOlv«er /n'vailva*/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a small gun 
with a container for bullets that turns after the gun is fired 
and puts another bullet into position to be fired next 
revolving adj, always used before a noun : able to be turned 
around a center point ■ The band played on a revolving stage, 
revolving door noun, pi ~ doors 

1 [count] : a type of door that turns in its frame when it is 
used and allows people to go both in and out of a large build¬ 
ing at the same time 

2 [singular] a — used to describe a situation in which the 
people who have a particular job or position are constantly 
or frequently changing ■ The team has gone through a revolv¬ 
ing door of coaches. [=has had many different coaches] ■ The 
manager’s position has become a revolving door, b — used 
to describe a situation in which someone leaves and returns 
to a place or position many times • criminals who have en¬ 
tered a revolving door of arrest, prison, release, and then ar¬ 
rest again 

— revolving—door acjj, always used before a noun • 
revolving-door management • a revolving-door roster of 
players 

re*vue /n'vju:/ noun, pi -vues [count] : a show in a theater 
that includes funny songs, dances, short plays, etc., usually 
about recent events 

[ Do not confuse revue with review. | 

re*Vlll*sion /n'vAlJan/ noun, somewhat formal : a very 
strong feeling of dislike or disgust [noncount] She was 
struck with revulsion at the sight of the dead animal. • I felt 
revulsion at the thought of [=1 was revolted by] his cruelty. 
[singular] a growing revulsion to war 
revved up adj [more most ~] informal : very excited • a 
rousing song that got the crowd all revved up • He came 
home all revved up because he had won the tournament. ■ 
She is revved up for [=ready for and excited about] her trip. 

— see also rev up at 1 rev 

1 re«ward /n'woa-d/ noun, pi -wards : money or another 
kind of payment that is given or received for something that 
has been done or that is offered for something that might be 
done [count] The contest offered a cash reward to the first 
person who could breed a blue rose. ■ Hard work brings its 
own rewards. ■ She is reaping the rewards of success. [=is get¬ 
ting all the good things that come with success] — often +for 
■ You deserve a reward for being so helpful. ■ A (cash) reward 
is being offered for the return of the lost dog. ■ The police are 
offering a reward for information leading to the capture of 
the fugitive. • You can go to bed late tonight as a reward for 
doing so well on that test. ■ Winning the game was a just re¬ 
ward [=an appropriate result] for the team’s effort. ■ That ly¬ 
ing crook got his just rewards. [=just deserts] [noncount] 
Members will receive a discount in reward for getting friends 
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or family to join. ■ Her success is just reward for her hard 
work. [=she deserves her success because of her hard work] 
2 reward verb -wards; -ward-ed; -ward-ing [+ obj] : to give 
money or another kind of payment to (someone or some¬ 
thing) for something good that has been done ■ She rewarded 
herself by buying a new pair of shoes. — often +for or with ■ 
She rewarded her children with ice cream for being so pa¬ 
tient. — often used as (be) rewarded ■ She was rewarded with 
a cash bonus. ■ He was rewarded for his effort. = His effort 
was rewarded. 

re*ward*ing /n'woa-dig/ adj [more most ] 

1 ; giving you a good feeling that you have done something 
valuable, important, etc. ■ It was a rewarding [= valuable ] ex¬ 
perience. ■ Nursing is a very rewarding [satisfying] career. 

2 : giving you money or profit ■ The investment has been 
very rewarding, [-profitable] ■ Her work is financially reward¬ 
ing. 

1 re-wind /ri'waind/ verb -winds; -wound /-'waund/; 
-wind-ing [+ obj] : to make (a recording) go backwards ■ 
Rewind the tape so that we can hear that song again. 

— opposite 2 fast-forward 

2 re-wind /■ri.’.waind /noun [noncount]: a function that causes 
a recording (such as an audiotape or a videotape) to go back¬ 
wards -Hit the rewind button. — opposite ‘fast-forward 
re-wire /ri'waj»/ verb -wires; -wired; -wir-ing [+ obj] : to 
put new electrical wires in (a building, machine, etc.) ■ He re¬ 
wired the entire house. 

re-word /ri'wa-d/ verb -words; -word-ed; -word-ing [+ 

obj] '■ to state (something) again using different and often 
simpler words ■ You should reword this sentence. ■ Let me re¬ 
word [=rephrase] the question. ■ They reworded the rule, 
re-work /ri'w&k/verb -works; -worked; -work-ing [+ obj] 
: to make changes to (something, such as a piece of writing 
or music) in order to improve it ■ The teacher told me to re¬ 
work [=revise] my essay. ■ The design has been completely re¬ 
worked. 

re-write /ri'rait/ verb -writes; -wrote /-'root/; -writ-ten 
/-'ntij/; -writ-ing [+ obj] : to write (something) again espe¬ 
cially in a different way in order to improve it or to include 
new information ■ The teacher asked him to rewrite the es¬ 
say. ■ I had to rewrite the computer program/code. — some¬ 
times used figuratively ■ You can’t rewrite history. [=you 
can’t change the past] 

— re-write /'ri;,rait/ noun, pi -writes [count] ■ I usually do 
several rewrites of my essays. 

RH abbr right hand 

rhap-SO-dize also Brit rhap-so*dise /'r2eps3,daiz/ verb 
-diz-es; -dized; -diz-ing [no obj] formal : to praise or de¬ 
scribe something or someone with a lot of enthusiasm and 
emotion — usually + about or over - He rhapsodized about 
his favorite musician. ■ She rhapsodizes over the food at that 
restaurant. 

rhap-SO-dy /'reepsadi/ noun, pi -dies [count] 

1 : a piece of music that is meant to express a lot of emotion 
and does not have a regular form 

2 : a written or spoken expression of great enthusiasm, 
praise, etc. ■ The mayor launched/went into a long rhapsody 
about his plans for the city. • rhapsodies of praise 

— rhap-sod-ic /reep'saidik/ adj [more most ~] ■ They 
waxed rhapsodic [=they became very enthusiastic] about 
the beauty of the area. ■ rhapsodic music 

Rhe-SUS factor /'ri.sas-/ noun [noncount] medical : RH 
FACTOR 

rhe-SUS monkey yriisas-/ noun, pi ~ -keys [count] : a 
small monkey that is often used in medical research 
rhet-O-riC /'retank/ noun [noncount] formal 

1 often disapproving : language that is intended to influence 
people and that may not be honest or reasonable ■ absolut¬ 
ist/activist/racist rhetoric ■ angry rhetoric ■ a speech free of 
(empty) rhetoric ■ the rhetoric of politics 

2 : the art or skill of speaking or writing formally and effec¬ 
tively especially as a way to persuade or influence people ■ a 
college course in rhetoric ■ classical rhetoric 

— rhet-o-ri-cian /.reta'nfan/ noun, pi -cians [count] for¬ 
mal ■ an expert rhetorician [=a person who is able to use 
language in a very effective way] 

rhe-tor-i-cal /n'tonkal/ adj 

1 : of, relating to, or concerned with the art of speaking or 
writing formally and effectively especially as a way to per¬ 
suade or influence people ■ a rhetorical device/style 

2 of a question : asked in order to make a statement rather 
than to get an answer ■ “Should we be leaving soon?” “Is that 


a rhetorical question ?” [=is that a question you’re asking as a 
way to say that we should be leaving soon?] ■ My question 
was rhetorical. I wasn’t really expecting an answer. 

— rhe-tor-i-cal-ly /n'tonkli/ adv • “Why does it have to 
rain?” she asked rhetorically. 

rheumatic fever noun [noncount] medical : a serious dis¬ 
ease especially of young people that causes fever, swelling 
and pain in the joints, and sometimes damage to the heart 
rheu-ma-tism / l ru:m3,tiz3m/ noun [noncount] medical : a 
disease that causes stiffness and pain in the muscles and 
swelling and pain in the joints 

— rheu-mat-ic /ru'msetik/ ad) ■ a rheumatic disease ■ rheu¬ 
matic pain 

rheu-ma-toid arthritis /*ru:m3,toid-/ noun [noncount] 
medical : a serious disease that continues to become worse 
over a long period of time and that causes the joints to be¬ 
come very painful, stiff, and swollen 
Rh factor / t azr*e\\j-/ noun [noncount] medical : a substance 
that is present in the red blood cells of most people ^ If you 
do not have Rh factor in your blood, you can become ill by 
receiving blood from someone who has Rh factor. — called 
also Rhesus factor, see also rh-negative, rh-positive 
rh in e-Stone /'rain^toun/ noun, pi -stones [count] : a 
small stone that is made to look like a diamond and that is 
used in jewelry or for decoration 
rhi-no /'ramou/ noun, pi rhi-nos also rhino [count] some¬ 
what informal : rhinoceros 
rhi-noc-er-os 

/rai'narssrss/ noun, pi 
rhi-noc-er-os-es also 
rhinoceros [count] : a 
large, heavy animal of Af¬ 
rica and Asia that has 
thick skin and either one 
or two large horns on its , . 

nose rhinoceros 

rhi-ZOITie /■rai.zoum/ 

noun, pi -zomes [count] botany ; a thick plant stem that 
grows underground and has shoots and roots growing from 
it 

Rh—neg-a-tive Aaa^eitf'negstiv/ acjj, medical : not having 
Rh factor in the blood ■ The baby is Rh-negative. ■ Rh- 
negative blood 

rho-do-den-dron /irouds'dendrsn/ noun, pi -drons 
[count]: an evergreen bush that has large, bright flowers and 
that is often grown in gardens 

rhom-boid /'rcFm.boid/ noun, pi -boids [count] geometry 
: a shape with four sides where only the opposite sides and 
angles are equal 

rhom-bus /'raimbss/ noun, pi -bus-es [count] geometry : a 
shape with four sides that are equal in length and with four 
angles that are not always right angles 
Rh—pos-i-tive Aaa^eitf'paizstiv/ adj, medical : having Rh 
factor in the blood ■ The baby is Rh-positive. ■ Rh-positive 
blood 

rhu-barb /'ru^baa-h/ noun, pi -barbs 

1 [noncount] ; a plant with large green leaves and with thick 
pink or red stems that are cooked and used in pies, jams, etc. 
■ rhubarb pie 

2 [count] US, informal + old-fashioned : an angry argument ■ 
The coach got into a rhubarb with the umpire. 

rhumba variant spelling of rumba 
1 rhyme /'raim/ noun, pi rhymes 

"\ [count] • one of two or more words or phrases that end in 
the same sounds ■ She used “moon” as a rhyme for “June.” ■ 
He couldn’t think of a rhyme for “orange.” 

2 [count] : a poem or song whose lines end in rhymes ■ chil¬ 
dren’s rhymes ■ a catchy rhyme — see also nursery rhyme 

3 [noncount] : the use of rhymes in a poem or song ■ They’re 
learning about meter and rhyme. - He delivered the speech in 
rhyme. [=he used words that rhyme in the speech] ■ poems 
that use rhyme 

rhyme or reason : a good reason or explanation for some¬ 
thing — used in negative statements ■ There seems to be no 
rhyme or reason to/for some of the things he does. ■ She 
does things without rhyme or reason. 

2 rhyme verb rhymes; rhymed; rhym-ing 

1 [no obj] : to have or end with the same sounds ■ Please find 
the two lines that rhyme. ■ words that don’t rhyme — often + 
with ■ “Bug” rhymes with “rug." 

2 [no obj]: to have lines that end with the same sounds ■ po- 
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ems that rhyme ■ rhyming verse/couplets 
3 [+ obj] : to use (a rhyme) in a poem, song, etc. ■ She rhymed 
“moon" with “June.” 
rhythm /'nbam/ noun, pi rhythms 
1: a regular, repeated pattern of sounds or movements 
[count\ The music has a fast/slow/steady rhythm. [=beat] ■ Af¬ 
rican/Caribbean rhythms — often + of ■ the rhythm of the po¬ 
etry • the rhythm of his breathing • the rhythm of the tides 
[noncount] the composer’s use of jazz rhythm ■ He can’t play/ 
dance in rhythm. = He has no sense of rhythm. [=he cannot 
play/dance at the correct speed to stay with the rhythm of 
the music] 

2 [count] : a regular, repeated pattern of events, changes, ac¬ 
tivities, etc. * She enjoyed the rhythms of country life. ■ Trav¬ 
el can disrupt your body’s daily/biological/circadian rhythm. 
rhythm and blues noun [noncount] : a type of popular 
music performed by African-Americans that was developed 
originally by combining elements of blues and jazz — abbr. 
R&B 

rhyth-mic /‘n5mik/ or rhyth*ml*cal /*n5mik3l/ am : hav¬ 
ing a regular repeated pattern of sounds or movements • We 
could hear a rhythmic drumming/chant outside. 

— rhyth-mi-caMy /‘nQimkli/ adv ■ She rhythmically tapped 
her feet. 

rhythm method noun [singular] medical : a method of 
birth control in which a couple does not have sexual inter¬ 
course during the time when pregnancy is most likely to 
happen 

rhythm section noun, pi ~ -tions [count] : the part of a 
band that plays the rhythm in a piece of music and that typ¬ 
ically includes drums and bass 
Rl abbr Rhode Island 
1 rib /‘rib/ noun, pi ribs [count] 

1 : any one of the curved bones of the chest that connect to 
the spine — see picture at human 

2 : a piece of meat from an animal that includes a rib and 
that is used as food — see also sparerib 

3 : a long curved piece of metal, wood, etc., that forms the 
frame of a boat, roof, etc. ■ the ribs of an umbrella 

2 rib verb ribs; ribbed; rib*bing [+ obj] informal : to make 
jokes about (someone) in a friendly way : to kid or tease 
(someone) — often + about or over ■ They ribbed him about/ 
over his silly outfit. 

rib-aid /'ribald/ adj [more most ~] formal : referring to 
sex in a rude but amusing way ■ ribald jokes/comments/ 
songs 

— rib-ald*ry /'ribaldri/ noun, pi -dries [count] comedians 
exchanging ribaldries [=ribald remarks/jokes] [noncount] 
a scandal that has been the subject of much ribaldry 

ribbed adj : having raised lines * ribbed fabric ■ a ribbed 
sweater 

ribbing noun [noncount] 

1 : friendly jokes about someone • a little good-natured rib¬ 
bing between friends — usually used with take ■ He took 
some ribbing for the silly hat he was wearing. • I’ve taken a 
lot of ribbing about my accent. 

2 : raised lines on a surface • the ribbing on a sweater 
rib*bon /'riban/ noun, pi -bons 

1 : a narrow piece of cloth (such as silk) that is used to tie 
things or for decoration [count] She wore pink ribbons in 
her hair. ■ She tied a ribbon around the present, [noncount] a 
length/piece of ribbon ■ The present was tied with ribbon. 

2 [count] : a short piece of cloth that is given as a military 
award ■ The soldier proudly wore his ribbons and medals. 

3 [count] chiefly US : a piece of colored cloth that is given as 
an award in a competition ■ Her pie won a ribbon at the 
county fair. — see also blue ribbon 

4 [count] : something that is long and narrow like a strip of 
cloth ■ a ribbon of road 

5 [count] : a long and narrow piece of cloth with ink that is 
used for producing printed characters in a typewriter or 
printer 

6 ribbons [plural] : narrow pieces of something that has 
been cut or tom apart • Her pants were torn/cut to ribbons, 
[—to pieces] 

rib cage noun, pi ~ cages [count] medical: the curved wall 
of ribs that surrounds and protects the chest 
rib eye noun, pi ~ eyes [count, noncount] : a large, tender 
cut of beef from the outer side of the rib — called also rib 
eye steak 

ri*bo*fla*vin /iraiba'fleivan/ noun [noncount] technical : a 
natural substance (called a vitamin) that is found in certain 


foods (such as milk, eggs, and leafy vegetables) and that 
helps your body to be healthy — called also vitamin B 2 
ri*bO*nu*cle*ic acid /iraibounu'klijik-, Brit ,raib3u- 
nju'kliijik-/ noun [noncount] technical: rna 
rice /'rais/ noun [noncount] 

1 : small white or brown grains that come from a southeast 
Asian plant and that are used for food • a bowl/grain of rice • 
steamed/fried rice ■ brown/white rice 

2 : the plant that produces rice ■ Rice is the main crop of the 
country. ■ a field of rice - a rice field/paddy 

rice paper noun [noncount] 

1 : a type of thin paper that is made from an Asian plant 

2 : a food that looks like paper and that is used for wrapping 
other foods 

rice pudding noun [noncount] : a sweet food made of rice 
cooked with milk and sugar 
rich /'ntf/ adj rich*er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : having a lot of money and possessions : wealthy ■ a rich 
person ■ Her investments have made her rich. • a rich coun¬ 
try/area/neighborhood ■ She is very rich. • ( informal + often 
disapproving) She is filthy rich. = She is stinking rich. [=she is 
extremely rich; she has so much money that her wealth is 
disgusting or offensive] • He wrote a book on how to get rich 
quick. [=how to make a large amount of money quickly] 

— opposite poor 

2 : very expensive and beautiful, impressive, etc. ■ rich [lux¬ 
urious] robes ■ rich decorations 

3 a ; having or supplying a large amount of something that 
is wanted or needed ■ The dictionary is a rich source of infor¬ 
mation. ■ a rich gold mine ■ rich [-fertile] soils ■ protein-ric/i 
foods (=foods that contain a lot of protein] — often + in or 
with ■ a land rich in resources ■ foods that are rich in protein ■ 
He had a life rich with blessings, b : containing a large 
amount of fat, oil, etc. : having a lot of flavor and making 
your stomach feel full • rich [-heavy] foods ■ a rich and spicy 
soup ■ The food was a little too rich for me. C : very inter¬ 
esting and full of many different things ■ Their country has a 
rich cultural heritage. ■ This area has a rich history. ■ She has 
a rich vocabulary. 

4 : having a pleasingly strong quality ■ a rich [=dark and viv¬ 
id] red ■ a singer with a full, rich voice ■ rich perfumes 

5 informal — used to say that a person’s comment or criti¬ 
cism is surprising or amusing because the same comment or 
criticism could be made about that person "His remarks 
about the importance of saving money are pretty rich com¬ 
ing from a man who just bought another new car. ■ “She says 
we’re working too slowly.’’ “Oh, that’s rich. She’s the one 
who keeps delaying things with all her meetings.” 

strike it rich see ‘strike 

the rich : people who are rich • the rich and famous/power¬ 
ful 

— rich-ness /'ntfnas/ noun [noncount] ■ the richness of the 
soil ■ the richness of the food ■ the richness of the painter’s 
colors 

rich*es /'ntfaz/ noun [plural] 

1 : large amounts of money and possessions ■ He acquired 
riches [=wealth] and fame. 

2 : good things that are available to use or choose ■ We live 
in a culture that offers many riches. ■ With so many fine res¬ 
taurants in the city, diners are faced with an embarrassment 
of riches. I=there are so many fine restaurants that it is diffi¬ 
cult to choose one] 

from rags to riches see ‘rag 
rich*ly /'ritfli/a^v [more most —] 

1 : in a beautiful and expensive way ■ The room was richly 
decorated/omamented. ■ richly dressed 

2 : in a pleasingly strong way • richly fragrant/colored/fla¬ 
vored ■ a richly rewarding [=very satisfying] experience 

3 ; in a generous way ■ They were richly rewarded for their 
efforts. 

4 : completely or fully • The reward/punishment he received 
was richly deserved. 

5 ; having a large amount of something ■ The book is richly 
illustrated. [=the book has many illustrations] • a richly de¬ 
tailed description 

Rich*ter scale /‘rikta 1 -/ noun 
the Richter scale technical : a system of measurement used 
for showing the strength of an earthquake ■ The earth¬ 
quake was a 4.5 on the Richter scale. = The earthquake 
measured 4.5 on the Richter scale. 
rick /‘nk/ verb ricks; ricked; rick*ing [+ obj] Brit : to injure 
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(a body part) by twisting it ■ I ricked [= sprained', wrenched] 
my back/neck. 

rick«etS /'rikats/ noun [noncount] medical : a disease in chil¬ 
dren that is caused by a lack of vitamin D and that causes 
bones to become soft and to bend 
rick*ety /‘nkati/ adj [more most ~] : not strong or stable 
and likely to break • rickety stairs ■ a rickety little/old table 
rick*shaw /'nk,Ja:/ noun, pi shaws [count] : a small, light 
vehicle with two wheels that is pulled by one person on foot 
or on a bicycle and that is used in some Asian countries 

1 ric-0«chet /'rikajei/ verb -chets; -cheted /-,Jeid/; -chet- 
ing /-,/ejig/ [no obj] : to bounce off a surface and continue 
moving in a different direction ■ The bullet ricocheted off the 
wall. 

Vicochet noun, pi -chets 

1 [count] : something (such as a bullet or stone) that rico¬ 
chets off a surface ■ He was hit by a ricochet. 

2 [noncount] : the action of ricocheting off a surface ■ the 
richochet of the bullet off the wall 

ri«COt*ta /ri'kcr.ta/ noun [noncount] : a soft, white Italian 
cheese — called also ricotta cheese 
rid /'rid/ verb rids; rid also rid*ded; rid-ding 
be rid of : to no longer have or be affected or bothered by 
(someone or something that is unwanted or annoying) ■ I 
thought I’d never be rid of that cold. [=1 thought that cold 
would never go away] ■ He thought he’d never be rid of her. 
■ It’s just as well that he left you. You’re well rid of him. 
[=you’re better off without him] 
get rid of : to do something so that you no longer have or 
are affected or bothered by (something or someone that is 
unwanted) ■ It’s time to get rid of [-throw away] our old 
computer and buy a new one. ■ I got rid of some old furni¬ 
ture by selling/giving it to my nephew. ■ I’ve tried every¬ 
thing to get rid of this cold, but it just won’t go away. ■ He 
kept talking and talking. She finally got rid of him [=she fi¬ 
nally got him to leave] by saying she had to make dinner. 
rid of [phrasal verb] rid (someone or something) of (someone 
or something) : to cause (someone or something) to no 
longer have or be affected by (someone or something un¬ 
wanted) ■ The police are trying to rid the town of drug 
dealers. ■ rid the garden of pests ■ She went to the beach to 
relax and rid herself of all her worries. 
want rid of chiefly Brit : to want to no longer have or be af¬ 
fected or bothered by (something or someone unwanted) 
: to want to be rid of (something or someone) ■ I could tell 
that he wanted rid of me. 
rid'dance /'ndps/ noun 

good riddance — used to say that you are glad that some¬ 
one is leaving or that something has gone ■ “Did you hear? 
Jack is leaving for a new job.” “Well, good riddance (to 
him)! We’ll be better off without him!” ■ Winter is finally 
over, and I say good riddancel 

1 rid-den /'ndn/ adj : filled with or containing something un¬ 

pleasant or unwanted ■ He was ridden with guilt. [=he felt 
very guilty] — usually used in combination ■ a flea -ridden 
dog ■ a slum -ridden city ■ He was/felt guilt -ridden for the way 
he had neglected his son. 

2 r i dden past participle of 1 ride 

Vid-dle /'rid}/ noun, pi rid*dles [count] 

1 : a difficult question that is asked as a game and that has a 
surprising or funny answer ■ The first person to solve the rid¬ 
dle wins a candy bar. — sometimes used figuratively ■ Stop 
speaking in riddles. [=stop speaking in a confusing way] 

2 : someone or something that is difficult to understand or 
solve ■ the riddle of the origins of the universe ■ My brother 
has always been a riddle to me. 

z riddle verb riddles; rid.dled; rid-dling [+ obj] 

1 : to make many holes in (something or someone) with 
something • The robbers riddled the car with bullets. 

2 : to fill (something) with something that is bad or unpleas¬ 
ant — usually used as (be) riddled with ■ The book is riddled 
with mistakes. [=the book has many mistakes] ■ Their theory 
is riddled with contradictions. 

1 ride /'raid/ verb rides; rode /'rood/; rid-den /'ndp/; rid- 
ing 

1 : to sit on and control the movements of (a horse, motor¬ 
cycle, bicycle, etc.) [+ obj] She learned how to ride a horse 
when she was young. ■ Most children learn to ride a bicycle 
at an early age. ■ He rides his motorcycle to work every day. 
[no obj] I never rode on a horse before. • She got on her bicy¬ 
cle and rode away. 

2 a : to travel to a place as a passenger on or in (something 


that is moving, such as a bus, a train, or an elevator) [+ obj] 
(chiefly US) ■ He decided to walk to the movies instead of 
riding the bus. ■ She rides the subway home from school. ■ 
They rode the elevator/escalator to the second floor, [no 
obj] We rode through the park in a horse-drawn carriage. ■ 
The dog rode in the back of the truck. ■ He has never ridden 
aboard a cruise ship, b : to go on a mechanical ride at an 
amusement park or similar place [no obj] We rode on the 
Ferris wheel. [+ obj] We rode the roller coaster five times. 

3 [+ obj] chiefly US : to travel over or on (a road, railway, 
trail, etc.) in a car, on a train, on a bicycle, etc. ■ He spends 
hours riding the back roads in his truck. ■ riding the rails ■ We 
rode the bike trails for hours. 

4 [no obj] of a vehicle : to move over the surface of a road in 
a specified way ■ The car rides smoothly/well. 

5 [+ obj] : to be supported or carried on (a wave) : to move 
on (a wave) ■ We watched the surfers riding the waves. 

6 [+ obj] US, informal : to criticize or make jokes about 
(someone) constantly or frequently in usually a harsh or an¬ 
noying way ■ The fans have been riding him pretty hard. 

be riding for a fall informal : to be doing something that is 
likely to lead to failure or disaster ■ They're feeling pretty 
confident now, but if you ask me, they're riding for a fall, 
be riding high informal 1 : to be very happy and excited ■ 
She's riding high [=flying high] after her recent win. 2 : to 
be very successful ■ The company’s stock was riding high 
after the merger. 

let (something) ride informal : to allow (something) to go 
unnoticed : to ignore (something) • He made a rude re¬ 
mark, but I let it ride. ■ You have to let his comment ride, 
ride herd on US, informal : to keep (someone or something) 
under close watch or control ■ We had to ride herd on them 
to make sure they completed the work on time. 
ride on [phrasal verb] ride on (something or someone) 1 
: to depend on (something or someone) ■ The future of the 
company rides on the success of this deal. ■ Our hopes are 
riding on you. 2 *v* If you have money riding on some¬ 
thing or someone, you have bet money on that thing or 
person. ■ I have a lot of money riding on this game. ■ There 
is a lot of money riding on the outcome of the race. 
ride out [phrasal verb] ride (something) out or ride out 
(something) : to succeed in surviving or getting through 
(something dangerous or harmful that cannot be stopped 
or avoided) ■ The ship/crew rode out the storm. • We man¬ 
aged to ride out the stock market downturn. 
ride shotgun informal : to ride in the front passenger seat of 
a vehicle ■ You can drive, but only if I can ride shotgun, 
ride up [phrasal verb] of clothing : to move up your body as 
you move ■ These jeans keep riding up on me. ■ Her skirt 
rode up when she sat down. 

2 ride noun, pi rides [count] 

T~a : a usually short journey in or on a vehicle ■ a two-hour 
car ride ■ We went for a ride in the country. ■ He took me for 
a ride on his motorcycle. = He gave me a ride on his motor¬ 
cycle. ■ I had my first ride in a limousine. ■ Can I take your 
bike for a ridel = Can I go for a ride on your bike? [=can I 
ride your bike?] ■ Can you give me a ride [=lift] back to 
town? ■ I need a ride to work. ■ She caught/hitched a ride 
with her coworker. — see also hayride, joyride b : a 
usually short journey on a horse or other animal ■ We went 
on a horseback ride. ■ The kids had a ride on a horse. ■ They 
offered pony rides at the fair. 

2 — used to describe what the experience of riding in a car 
or other vehicle is like; usually singular ■ The car has/offers a 
smooth/comfortable ride. ■ The road wasn’t paved, so we 
had a pretty bumpy ride. — often used figuratively ■ Inves¬ 
tors are preparing for a bumpy/rough ride [=a difficult time] 
in the stock market. 

3 a : a large machine at an amusement park, fair, etc., that 
people ride on for enjoyment ■ The Ferris wheel is my favor¬ 
ite ride, b : the act of riding on such a machine ■ We went 
for a ride on the roller coaster. — see also free ride 
along for the ride informal : doing something with other 

people without being seriously involved in it or having a 
serious interest in it ■ He wasn’t really interested in buying 
anything when we went to the store; he was just along for 
the ride. ■ He wasn’t really interested, but he came/went 
along for the ride. 

take (someone) for a ride informal: to trick or fool (some¬ 
one) especially in order to get money ■ I figured out that he 
was taking me for a ride. 
rid-er /'raida*/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who rides something ■ a horseback rider ■ Watch 
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out for bike riders while driving. ■ riders on the bus — see 
also DISPATCH RIDER 

2 a : an official document that is attached to another docu¬ 
ment and that adds to or changes information in the original 
document ■ She added a rider to her life insurance policy 
that increased her coverage, b : an additional part added to 
a legislative bill ■ Congress added a rider to the health insur¬ 
ance bill. 

ridge /'ncfe/ noun, pi ridg-es [count] 

1 : a long area of land that is on top of a mountain or hill ■ 
We hiked along the ridge. 

2 : a raised part or area on the surface of something ■ the 
ridges on the sole of a boot 

3 : the place where two sloping surfaces meet • the ridge of a 
roof 

4 weather : a long area of high atmospheric pressure ■ A 
ridge of high pressure is coming up from the south. 

— compare trough 4 

ridged /'ritfcd/ adj : having ridges ■ ridged potato chips 
1 rid*l*CUle /'nd3,kju:l/ noun [noncount] : the act of making 
fun of someone or something in a cruel or harsh way : harsh 
comments made by people who are laughing at someone or 
something ■ She didn’t show anyone her artwork for fear of 
ridicule. • He was a subject/object of ridicule to his cowork¬ 
ers. [=he was ridiculed by his coworkers] • They held him up 
to (public) ridicule, [-they made fun of him publicly] 
2 ridicule verb -cules; -culed; -cul-ing [+ obJ\ : to laugh at 
and make jokes about (someone or something) in a cruel or 
harsh way : to make fun of (someone or something) ■ The 
other kids ridiculed him for the way he dressed. ■ They ridi¬ 
culed all of her suggestions. 

ri*diC-U-IOUS /ra'dikjalas/ adj [more most ~ ]: extremely 
silly or unreasonable ■ She looks ridiculous in that outfit. ■ 
Don’t be ridiculous ! • It was a ridiculous suggestion. ■ That’s 
an absolutely ridiculous price for that sweater. • He makes a 
ridiculous amount [=an extremely large amount] of money. 

— ri*dic-u-lous-ly adv ■ The movie was ridiculously long. 
— ri*dic*u*lous*ness noun [noncount] 

1 ridding /'raidio/ noun [noncount] : the sport or activity of 
riding a horse, bicycle, motorcycle, etc. • (US) horseback 
riding = (Brit) horse riding • We’ll go riding after the rain 
stops. 

2 riding adj, always used before a noun 

1 : related to or used for riding and especially for riding a 
horse ■ riding lessons/gear/boots ■ a riding helmet 

2 US : controlled by a person who sits on it ■ a riding lawn- 
mower [=a lawnmower that you ride on] 

rife /'raif/ adj, not used before a noun : very common and of¬ 
ten bad or unpleasant ■ She visited a country where malaria 
was rife. [= widespread] ■ Speculation about who would be 
fired ran rife for weeks. 

rife with : having a large amount of (something bad or un¬ 
pleasant) : full of (something bad or unpleasant) ■ The 
school was rife with rumors. ■ a history rife with scandal 
1 riff /'nf/ noun, pi riffs [count] 

1 music : a short and usually repeated pattern of notes in a 
song ■ a guitar riff ■ He stole that riff from another song. 

2 US, informal : a short set of comments on a particular sub¬ 
ject — often + on ■ a comedian’s riff on modem love 

2 riff verb riffs; riffed; riff-ing [no obj] 

1 music : to play a riff ■ The guitarist riffed over the bass line. 

2 US, informal: to talk about a particular subject in usually 
a quick and lively way : to deliver a riff on or about a partic¬ 
ular subject ■ He riffed on/about how great the economy was 
doing. 

rif-fle /'nfal/ verb rif-fles; rif-fled; rif-fling chiefly Brit : to 
look through something quickly and not very closely [no 
obj] He riffled through [=rifled through] her purse while she 
was out of the room. ■ I riffled through [=flipped through] the 
magazine. [+ obj] He riffled the pages of the magazine, 
riff-raff /'nf,raef/ noun [noncount] disapproving : people who 
are not respectable : people who have very low social status ■ 
Try not to associate with that riffraff. — often used in a hu¬ 
morous or exaggerated way to suggest the attitudes of 
wealthy and powerful people ■ The doorman kept the riffraff 
out of the hotel. 

1 ri-fle /'raifal/ noun, pi ri-fles [count] : a gun that has a long 
barrel and that is held against your shoulder when you shoot 
it — see picture at gun; see also air rifle, assault rifle 
2 rifle verb rifles; ri-fled; ri-f ling : to search through some¬ 
thing quickly and carelessly often in order to take or steal 
something [+ obj] He rifled the papers on his desk. ■ Some¬ 


one rifled his wallet and took his money, [no obj] He rifled 
through the papers on his desk. — compare 3 rifle 
3 rifle verb rifles; rifled; rifling [+ obj] : to throw or hit (a 
ball) with a lot of speed and force ■ The shortstop rifled a 
throw to second base for the out. • The forward rifled the ball 
toward the goal. — compare 2 rifle 
ri-f le-man /'raifalman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] 

1 : a soldier who carries a rifle 

2 : a person who is skilled at shooting a rifle 
rift /'rift/ noun, pi rifts [count] 

1 : a situation in which two people, groups, etc., no longer 
have a friendly relationship ■ The fight will only widen the 
rift with his brother. — often + between ■ Nothing could heal 
the rift between them. 

2 a : a deep crack or opening in the ground, a rock, etc. • the 
rift in the rock ■ We could see some stars through the rifts in 
the clouds, b geology : a break in the Earth’s crust ■ Scien¬ 
tists are studying the Mid-Atlantic Rift . 

rift Valley noun, pi ~ -leys [count] geology : a long, steep 
valley formed when two parallel rifts form in the Earth’s 
crust and the land between them sinks 
1 rig /'rig/ verb rigs; rigged; rig-ging [+ obj]: to control or 
affect (something, such as a game or election) in a dishonest 
way in order to get a desired result ■ They are suspected of 
rigging [=fixing] the election. — compare 3 rig 

— rigged adj ■ The boxing match was rigged. ■ a rigged elec¬ 
tion 

2 rig noun, pi rigs [count] 

1 : equipment or machinery that is used for a particular pur¬ 
pose ■ an oil-drilling rig = an oil rig m a radio rig 

2 US : a large truck that is attached to a trailer ■ He drives a 
big rig. 

3 : the way the sails and masts are arranged on a ship or boat 

— the rig of a schooner 

3 rig verb rigs; rigged; rigging [+ obj] 

1 a : to build or set up (something) usually quickly and for 
temporary use ■ We rigged (up) a lean-to. ■ Aid workers 
rigged (up) a shelter for the hurricane victims. — see also 
JERRY-RIGGED, jury-rig b i to place (something) in the 
proper position for use ■ The stage crew rigged (up) the 
lights. 

2 : to provide (a boat or ship) with ropes, sails, etc. ■ They 
rigged (up) the ship and prepared to set sail. 

3 a : to provide (someone or something) with particular 
clothing or equipment — usually + out ■ They rigged the vol¬ 
unteer firefighters out in nonflammable suits, b : to put 
something secretly in (a place) — usually + with • They 
rigged the enemy base with explosives. 

-compare l RiG 

— rigged adj ■ a fu\\y-rigged ship 
rigamarole variant spelling of rigmarole 
rig-a-tO-lli Ariga'touni/ noun [noncount] : a type of pasta 

that is shaped like short, wide tubes 
rig-ging ftngu)/noun [noncount] 

1 ; the ropes and chains that are used on a ship to help sup¬ 
port the masts and sails ■ They checked the rigging before 
they set sail. 

2 : equipment that is used for supporting and using lights, 
curtains, etc., in a theater 

1 right /'rait/ adj 

1 usually not used before a noun : morally or socially correct 
or acceptable ■ Stealing is not right. • You can’t treat me like 
this! It’s not right\ ■ You were right to tell the teacher about 
the girl who you saw cheating. ■ Telling the teacher was the 
right thing to do. ■ (chiefly Brit) “After I was treated so rude¬ 
ly, I complained to the management.” “And quite right, too!" 
[=complaining was the right thing to do] ■ Since they helped 
him, it’s only right that he should help them too. [=since they 
helped him, he should help them too] — opposite wrong 

2 a : agreeing with the facts or truth : accurate or correct ■ 
the right answer ■ “Is that clock rightl Is it noon already?” 
“Yes. That’s right." ■ There’s something not quite right about 
his story. • Their theory was proved right. ■ Let me get this 
right —you want me to lend you $1,000?! — opposite 
wrong b not used before a noun : speaking, acting, or 
judging in a way that agrees with the facts or truth ■ You're 
right; the answer is six. ■ I bet you like baseball. Am I rightl ■ 
Am I right in thinking that he should have never loaned her 
the money? • We thought it was a bad idea, and time proved 
us right. — often + about ■ He was right about her not having 
a job. ■ “Relationships aren’t easy.” “You’re definitely right 
about that.” • Let me put/set you right about one thing: I did 
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not start this argument! — often followed by to + verb ■ 
You’re right to take things slowly with your new boyfriend. 

— opposite wrong C — used in speech to ask if a state¬ 
ment is correct or to say that a statement is correct ■ “You 
took the dog out for a walk, right?" “Yes, I did.” ■ “We met 
her at the party.” “(That’s) Right. Now I remember.” ■ “I’ll 
pay for the damages.” “(You’re) Damn right you will!" 
[=(more politely) you certainly will] ■ (Brit) “I’ll pay for the 
damages." “ Too right you will.” ■ (Brit) “Things are going 
from bad to worse.” "Too right, mate!" d — used in speech 
to say you understand and accept what someone has said ■ 
“It’s getting late." “Oh, right. I’ll be ready in a minute." ■ “I’d 
like a coffee, please.” "Right." - “Right you are." e — used 
for emphasis at the beginning of a statement ■ Right. [=all 
right, OK\ Let’s get this over with, f — used in speech to ex¬ 
press disbelief ■ “I’m actually quite famous.” "Right. And I’m 
the Pope.” “No, it’s true." “ Yeah, right I don’t believe you." 

3 : suitable or appropriate for a particular purpose, situa¬ 
tion, or person ■ She is the right person for the job. ■ They’re 
not right for each other. ■ You made the right decision. ■ Let 
me show you the right way to do it. ■ He kept practicing his 
technique until he got it right. ■ Hold the bat like this—that’s 
right\ ■ This apartment is just the right size. ■ That picture 
would be just right [^perfect] for my living room. ■ I need to 
find the ri&it moment to ask him for the money. ■ I don’t 
have the right tools to do the job. ■ I’ll buy the car if the price 
is right. • He knows all the right people to succeed in this 
business. ■ Becoming a star is often a matter of being in the 
right place at the right time. ■ He always knows the right 
thing to say. — opposite wrong; see also MR. right 

4 a : in a normal or healthy state or condition ■ I don’t feel 
quite right. [=1 feel somewhat ill] ■ The fish you bought 
doesn’t smell right. [=it doesn’t smell the way it should] - (in¬ 
formal) That boy is not right in the head. ■ She is not in her 
right mind. [=she is mentally ill] b not used before a noun 
: in a proper state or condition ■ Things are not right between 
them. [=they do not have a good/happy relationship] ■ He 
apologized and tried to put/set things right (with her). 

5 always used before a noun a : located on the side of your 
body that is away from your heart ■ He felt a pain in his right 
side. ■ her right hand/leg b : done with your right hand ■ He 
hit him with a right hook to the jaw. C : located nearer to 
the right side of your body than to the left ■ on the right side 
of the street ■ a chair’s right arm • taking a right turn 

— opposite LEFT 

6 US — used to refer to the side of something that is meant 
to be on top, in front, or on the outside • The CD fell and 
landed right side up/down. • He turned his socks right side 
out — opposite wrong 

7 always used before a noun, Brit, informal: complete or to¬ 
tal — used for emphasis • I felt a right fool after making that 
mistake! ■ We were in a right mess! 

(as) right as rain informal : in excellent health or condition 
■ After a few days of rest, you’ll be right as rain again. 
get off on the right foot see ‘foot 
give your right arm see ‘give 
push the right buttons see ‘BurroN 

— see also all right 

— right-ness noun [noncount] ■ She questioned the rightness 
of his actions/decision. 

2 right adv 

1 : in the exact location, position, or moment that is men¬ 
tioned ■ The keys are right where I said they would be. ■ 
“Where are my keys?" “They’re right here/there.” ■ The bank 
is right next to the pharmacy. ■ The parking lot is right in 
front/back of the building. ■ He left his bags right in the mid¬ 
dle of the floor. ■ She was waiting right outside the door. ■ 
The ball hit me right in the face. ■ We arrived right at noon. ■ 
I’m right behind you. ■ You are right on time. ■ When the boss 
yelled at him, he quit right then and there. ■ If you need me, I 
am right here for you. [=1 am available to support/help you] 

2 : in a direct course or manner ■ We went right [^straight, di¬ 
rectly] | home after the game. ■ He walked right past me with¬ 
out saying hello. • Come right this way, please. ■ She came 
right out and said it. [=she said it without hesitating] 

3 : in a way that agrees with the facts or truth : correctly 
■ You guessed right. • You heard right. I got the job. 

— opposite wrong 

4 : in a suitable, proper, or desired way ■ He eats right and 
exercises daily. ■ You’re not doing it right. [=correctly\ ■ Noth¬ 
ing is going right for me today. — opposite wrong 

5 : all the way ■ We stayed up to watch the game right to the 


very end. ■ The car went right [= completely ] off the road. ■ 
The baby slept right through the night. 

6 : without delay : very soon or immediately ■ She got preg¬ 
nant right after they got married. ■ I’ll be right with you. ■ He 
stepped out for a moment, but he’ll be right back. 

7 a : toward the right • Turn right. • She looked right and 
then left. ■ Please move right. • She ran right and caught the 
ball, b : towards the political right ■ a political party that 
has shifted right ■ His political views are slightly right of cen¬ 
ter. [=are slightly conservative] C US : using the right hand ■ 
He bats/throws right. [ ^right-handed] — opposite left 

8 : in a complete manner "He felt right [=completely ] at 
home at his new job. ■ She knew right [=(more commonly) 
very] well what was happening. 

play your cards right see ‘card 

right and left or Brit right, left, and centre : in a very quick 
and uncontrolled way ■ She has been spending money right 
and left. : in all directions ■ He was calling out names right 
and left. ■ The police were stopping cars right and left, 
right away also right off : without delay or hesitation : im¬ 
mediately ■ Please send out this letter right away. ■ 1 
could tell right off that he was lying. 
right now 1 : in the next moment: immediately * Please 
clean up this mess right now. 2 : at the present time ■ He is 
out of the office right now. 
serve someone right see ‘serve 
3 riqht noun, pi rights 

1 : behavior that is morally good or correct [noncount] He’s 
old enough to know the difference between right and wrong. 
= He’s old enough to know right from wrong. • You did right 
[=you did the right thing] to tell the teacher. ■ (old-fashioned) 
He always tried to do right by his employees. I=to treat his 
employees fairly] [count] We discussed the rights and 
wrongs of genetic cloning. — opposite wrong 

2 [count] : something that a person is or should be morally 
or legally allowed to have, get, or do ■ women fighting for 
equal rights ■ The government has denied the people their 
rights. [=has not allowed the people to do the things that they 
should be allowed to do] ■ Knowing the truth is her right. — 
often followed by to + verb ■ She has a right to know the truth. 
■ They demanded the right to vote. ■ You have no right to order 
me around! ■ What gives you the right to read my diary? ■ He 
has every right to be angry. ■ You are within your rights to de¬ 
mand a refund. [=you have the right to demand a refund] — 
often + of ■ The government must protect the rights of its cit¬ 
izens. ■ the constitutional right of privacy — see also bill of 
RIGHTS, BIRTHRIGHT, BRAGGING RIGHTS, CIVIL RIGHTS, 
DIVINE RIGHT, HUMAN RIGHT, WOMEN’S RIGHTS 

3 rights [plural] : the legal authority to reproduce, publish, 
broadcast, or sell something ■ broadcast rights ■ movie rights 
— often + to ■ The poet’s family owns the publishing rights to 
all his books. — see also copyright 

4 a [ noncount ] : a location closer to the right side of your 
body than to the left : the right side ■ Swing the bat from 
right to left. — often used with on • As you come down the 
street, my house will be on your/the right. — often used with 
to ■ Move it to the right. ■ The picture is to the right of the 
window, b [count] : a turn or movement toward the right • 
Take a right at the next intersection. = (US) Make/hang a 
right at the next intersection. ■ two rights and then a left 

5 [count] : a punch made with the right hand ■ He hit him 
with a left to the stomach followed by a right to the jaw. 

6 a the Right : political groups who favor traditional atti¬ 
tudes and practices and conservative policies - His nomina¬ 
tion is opposed by the country’s Right. ■ The new law is dis¬ 
liked by the Right. * Members of the Right have voiced their 
opinions on this matter, b the right: the position of people 
who support the beliefs and policies of the political Right ■ 
The party has shifted to the right. [=has become more conser¬ 
vative] — compare left; see also the far right at 2 far 

by right: according to what is legally or morally correct ■ 
The money is mine by right. [=1 have the right to have the 
money] 

by rights also by all rights : according to what is proper 
and reasonable ■ By rights, you should have been the one to 
receive the promotion. 

dead to rights US 1 or Brit bang to rights : with proof 
that you are guilty ■ The police had him dead to rights. • 
She was caught dead to rights on a bribery charge. 2 
sports : with no chance of winning or succeeding ■ The oth¬ 
er team had us dead to rights by the end of the first half. 
in its own right: because of its own special qualities and 
not because of a connection with something else ■ Though 
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it’s based on a best-selling novel, the movie is great in its 
own right. 

in the right: in the position or situation of being right ■ You 
are in the right to demand a refund/apology. ■ The judge 
agreed that he was in the tight, 
in your own right: because of your own efforts, talent, etc., 
and not because of your connection with someone else ■ 
Her husband is a well-known novelist, but she is a success¬ 
ful writer in her own right, 
might makes right see 2 might 

of right formal: according to what is legally or morally cor¬ 
rect ■ The estate belongs of right to him. ■ ( law ) The federal 
court may intervene as of right [=the federal court has a 
right to intervene] 

put/set (something) to rights : to put (something) back 
into the normal or proper condition ■ He helped his moth¬ 
er put things to rights [=put things in order] after his father 
died. 

two wrongs don’t make a right see 3 wrong 
4 right verb rights; right>ed; righMng [+ obj\ 

1 : to make (something) right: to correct (something wrong 
or unjust) ■ It was time to right an old wrong. ■ No one can 
right all the wrongs in the world. 

2 : to return (something) to a proper state or condition ■ The 
government needs to do something to right the economy. 

3 : to put (something or someone) back in an upright posi¬ 
tion ■ They righted the capsized boat. • He quickly righted 
himself after he fell off the chair. 

right angle noun, pi ~ angles [count]: an angle formed by 
two lines that are perpendicular to each other : an angle that 
measures 90° ■ A square has four right angles. ■ Hold the nail 
at a right angle to the board. ■ The two boards are joined at 
right angles to each other. 

right-angled triangle noun, pi ~ -angles [count] Brit 

: RIGHT TRIANGLE 

right-click verb -clicks; -clicked; -clicking [no obj] com¬ 
puters : to press the button on the right side of a mouse or 
similar device in order to make something happen on a com¬ 
puter ■ Right-click, on the icon and select “Open” from the 
menu. — compare 1 CLICK 2 
righteous /'raitfas/ adj, formal 

1 : morally good : following religious or moral laws ■ a righ¬ 
teous person ■ leading a righteous life 

2 always used before a noun : caused by something that you 
believe is not morally right or fair ■ righteous anger/indigna¬ 
tion — see also SELF-RIGHTEOUS 

- righ-teous-ly adv - righ-teous-ness noun [noncount] 
right field noun [noncount] : the part of a baseball outfield 

that is to the right when you are looking out from home 
plate ■ a fly ball to (deep/shallow) right field’, also : the posi¬ 
tion of the player defending right field ■ He plays right field. 

- right fielder noun, pi ~ -ers [count] 

right-ful /'raitfal/ adj, always used before a noun, formal 

1 : according to the law ■ The property should be returned 
to its rightful owner. 

2 : proper or appropriate ■ He will be given his rightful place 
in the history books. 

— right-ful-ly adv ■ The property is rightfully mine. ■ She was 
rightfully praised for all the work she did. 

right-hand /'rait,ha 2 nd/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : located closer to your right hand : located on the right 
side ■ Our building will be on the right-hand side. ■ Please 
write your name on the bottom right-hand comer of the 
page. ■ Take a right-hand turn. — compare left-hand 

2 : made for the right hand ■ right-hand [=(more commonly) 
right-handed] tools — compare left-hand 

right-hand.ed /'rait'hasndgd/ adj 

1 : using the right hand more easily than the left hand ■ a 
right-handed person/pitcher ■ Most people in my family are 
right-handed , but I’m left-handed. 

2 a : made for the right hand ■ a right-handed glove b : us¬ 
ing or done with the right hand ■ a right-handed pitch/punch 

3 : swinging from the right side of the body to the left side in 
sports like baseball and golf ■ a right-handed batter/hitter 

— right-handed adv ■ She bats right-handed. — right— 
hand-ed-ness noun [noncount] 

right-hand«er /'rait'haend^/ noun, pi -ers [count] : aright- 
handed person; especially : a right-handed pitcher in base¬ 
ball ■ The team has more right-handers than left-handers, 
right-hand man noun [singular] : a very important assis¬ 
tant who helps someone do a job ■ He/She is the CEO’s right- 
hand man. 


Right Honourable adj, Brit — used as a title for a mem¬ 
ber of Parliament 

rightist or Rightist /'raitist/ noun, pi -ists [count] : a per¬ 
son who belongs to or supports the political Right 

— compare leftist 

— rightist or Rightist acfi [more most ~] ■ a rightist gov¬ 
ernment ■ rightist intellectuals 

righMy /'raitli/ adv 

1 : in a way that is correct : correctly • If I remember 
rightly , today is his birthday. ■ She rightly anticipated a de¬ 
cline in the value of the stock. ■ He points out, quite rightly , 
that there are flaws in the theory. ■ Many people, rightly or 
wrongly, believe the economy will soon improve. 

2 : for a good reason : in a way that is proper or appropriate 

• She rightly admires his paintings. ■ People are rightly upset 
about the city’s rising crime rate. ■ Quite rightly, the police 
commissioner is being blamed for the city’s rising crime rate. 

• She is proud of her children, and rightly so. 

3 informal : with certainty : for sure — usually used in neg¬ 
ative statements ■ I don’t rightly know where she went. [=1 
don’t know where she went; I’m not sure where she went] • I 
can’t rightly say what happened. 

right—mind*ed /'rait'maindad/ adj [more most ~]: hav¬ 

ing beliefs, opinions, etc., that most people think are morally 
or socially right ■ right-minded citizens 
righto /,rait'ou/ interj, Brit, informal + old-fashioned — used 
to say that you agree with, understand, or accept something 
that you have been told ■ “We need to leave soon.” “ Righto. 
I’ll get ready.” 

right—of—way Araitav'wei/ noun, pi rights—of—way also 
right-of-ways 

1 [noncount] : the right to move onto or across a road before 
other people or vehicles ■ The other car has the right-of-way. 
■ Pedestrians have the right-of-way here. 

2 [count] a : a legal right to go across another person’s land 
b : a path on a person’s land which other people have a legal 
right to use C : a long, narrow area of land that is used for a 
road, railway, etc. ■ a railroad right-of-way 

right on adj 

t US a : exactly correct ■ Her assessment of the situation 
was right on. b informal + somewhat old-fashioned — used 
to say that you agree completely with what someone has said 

• “Make love, not war!” “ Right on, man!” 

2 usually right-on [more most ~] chiefly Brit, informal + 
sometimes disapproving : having or supporting liberal or left- 
wing beliefs and opinions about how people should be treat¬ 
ed ■ one of the right-on people 

Right Reverend adj — used as a title for a high-ranking 
member of the clergy 

right-size /'rait,saiz/ verb -siz-es; -sized; -siz-ing : to 

make a company smaller and more efficient by reducing the 
number of workers : downsize [no obj] The company 
plans to rightsize. [+ obj] The company has rightsized 
[=downsized] its staff. 

right—tO—life /'raitta'laif/ adj, always used before a noun 
: opposed to abortion ■ right-to-life groups/activists 

— right—to—lif-er /'raittaMaifaY noun, pi -ers [count] 
right triangle noun, pi ~ -angles [count] US : a triangle 

that has a right angle — called also (Brit) right-angled triangle 
right-ward (chiefly US ) /'raitw<yd/ or chiefly Brit right¬ 
wards /'raitwa'dz/ adv : toward the right ■ Turn the boat 
rightward. ■ She stepped rightward into the light. ■ He has 
moved rightward in his political beliefs. — opposite left¬ 
ward 

— rightward adj * a rightward turn 

right wing noun [singular] : the part of a political group 
that consists of people who support conservative or tradi¬ 
tional ideas and policies : the part of a political group that 
belongs to or supports the Right • His nomination is support¬ 
ed by the party’s left wing but opposed by the right wing. 
right-wing /'rait’wirj/ adj ■ of, relating to, or belonging to 
the political Right : having or supporting ideas and policies 
that are associated with conservative groups ■ right-wing pol¬ 
itics/politicians 

— right—wing-er /'rait'wioa 1 / noun,pi -ers [count] ■ a policy 
opposed by right-wingers 

righty /'raiti/ noun, pi right-ies [count] chiefly US, informal 
: right-hander • Our starting pitcher is a righty. 

— compare LEFTY 

rig-id rnd&AI adj [more most ~] 

l : not able to be bent easily : stiff • a rigid steel beam ■ The 
patient’s legs were rigid. 
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2 : not easily changed ■ a rigid procedure ■ The periodical 
has rigid [=strict, inflexible ] guidelines for submissions. ■ a rig¬ 
id [=strict, unwavering ] adherence to the rules 

3 : not willing to change opinions or behavior ■ He is a rigid 
disciplinarian. 

— ri*gid*i-ty /ra'cfeidati/ noun [noncount] ■ the rigidity of the 
plant’s stem ■ the rigidity of the guidelines — rig-id-ly adv ■ 
The law was rigidly enforced. • The soldiers stood rigidly at 
attention. 

rig-ma-role or US rig-a-ma-role /'rigama^oul, 'ngma- 
,roul, Brit 'ngm3,raul/ noun : a long, complicated, and an¬ 
noying process, description, etc. [singular] We had to go 
through the rigmarole of installing, registering, and activat¬ 
ing the software before we found out it wouldn’t work. 
[noncount] He just told us what to do without all the usual 
rigamarole. 

rig-or (US) or Brit rig-our /'rig &S noun, pi -ors 

1 rigors [plural] : the difficult and unpleasant conditions or 
experiences that are associated with something ■ They un¬ 
derwent the rigors of military training. ■ the rigors of life in 
the wilderness 

2 [noncount] : the quality or state of being very exact, care¬ 
ful, or strict ■ They conducted the experiments with scientif¬ 
ic rigor. • a scholar known for her intellectual rigor 

rig-or mor-tis /,nga J moa i t3s/ noun [noncount] : a tempo¬ 
rary stiffness of the body that happens soon after death 
rig-Or-OUS /'rigaras/ ad) [more most ~] 

1 : very strict and demanding ■ rigorous enforcement of the 
rules ■ rigorous training ■ a rigorous course of study 

2 : done carefully and with a lot of attention to detail ■ We 
subjected the data to a rigorous analysis. ■ a rigorous investi¬ 
gation 

3 : difficult to endure because of extreme conditions ■ a 
harsh, rigorous climate 

— rig-or-ous-ly adv ■ The rules must be rigorously followed. 
■ The data was rigorously analyzed. — rig-or-ous-ness 
noun [noncount] 

rile /'rajsl/ verb riles; riled; ril-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make (someone) angry : to irritate or annoy (some¬ 
one) ■ Her comments riled the professor. — usually + up • It 
doesn’t take much to get him tiled up. [=angry] 

2 US, informal : to make (someone) very excited — usually 
+ up • His antics got the kids all riled up. 

1 rim /'rim/ noun,pi rims [count] 

1 : the outer edge of a usually round object ■ There were 
chips on the rim of the plate. ■ eyeglasses with wire rims ■ The 
basketball bounced off the rim (of the hoop). • the rim of the 
volcano 

2 : the part of a wheel that the tire is put on ■ He bought 
stainless steel rims for his new car. — see picture at bicycle 

— rim-less /'rimlss/ adj ■ rimless glasses 

2 rim verb rims; rimmed; rim.ming [+ obj] : to form or put a 
rim around (something) * Sharp rocks rimmed [= bordered] 
the pond. ■ She rimmed her eyes with eyeliner. ■ a porcelain 
bowl rimmed with gold 

rime /'raim/ noun [noncount] : frost ■ a heavy coating of 
rime ■ rime ice 

rimmed /'nmd/ adi : having a particular type of rim — used 
in combination ■ hom-rimmed glasses ■ dark -rimmed glasses 
■ a gold -rimmed plate 
rind /*raind/ noun, pi rinds 

1 : the tough, outer skin of some fruits that is usually re¬ 
moved before the fruit is eaten [count] an orange rind ■ the 
rind of a watermelon [noncount] grated lemon rind — see 
color picture on page C5 

2 [count, noncount ] : a tough, outer surface of some foods 
(such as certain cheeses) ■ the rind of a cheese ■ bacon rind 

— see also pork rind 

1 ring /'ng/ noun, pi rings [count] 

1 a : a piece of jewelry that is worn usually on a finger • He 
gave her an engagement/diamond ring. — see color picture 
on page C11 bra piece of jewelry that is shaped like a cir¬ 
cle and worn in a special hole made in the skin ■ a navel/nose 
ring — see also earring 

2 a : something that is shaped like a circle ■ He blew smoke 
rings. ■ the rings of the planet Saturn ■ Put the napkins in/ 
through the napkin rings. ■ I can’t find my key ring. [=a metal 
circle to which keys are attached] — see also onion ring, 
teething ring b : something that forms a circle around 
something else ■ They built a ring of houses around an open 
area. ■ The moon was surrounded by a ring of clouds. C : a 
circular or curved mark or shape • a white ring around the 


dog’s eye ■ a ring of dirt in the bathtub ■ I hadn’t slept all 
night and had dark rings [=(more commonly) circles] under 
my eyes. 

3 : an area that is used for shows and contests and is usually 
surrounded by ropes or a fence ■ a circus/rodeo ring ■ a box¬ 
ing/wrestling ring — see also bullring 

4 : a group of people who are involved in some illegal or dis¬ 
honest activity ■ Police broke up a ring of car thieves. ■ a 
smuggling ring 

5 Brit: the part on the top of a stove where the heat or flame 
is produced : burner 

rings around — used in phrases like run rings around to say 
that one person or thing is much better than others ■ 
There’s an architect in our firm who runs rings around 
[=does much better work than] the rest of us. ■ THese are 
talented kids who can dance rings around [=dance much 
better than] most of their peers. 
throw/toss your hat in/into the ring see hat 

— compare 4 ring 

2 ring verb rings; ringed; ring-ing [+ obj ] 

1 : to form a circle around (something or someone) : to sur¬ 
round (something or someone) ■ Police ringed the building. ■ 
Little cottages ring the lake. 

2 Brit : to draw a circle around (something) ■ He ringed [= cir¬ 
cled ] the words that were misspelled. 

— compare 3 ring 

— ringed /'rigd/ adj ■ a bird with a ringed bill • Saturn, the 
ringed planet 

3 rinq verb rings; rang /'reeri/; rung /‘rAo/; ringing 

Ta [+ obj] : to cause (an object or device, such as a bell) to 
make a sound ■ She rang the little bell. ■ Ring the doorbell. ■ 
When she discovered the fire she immediately rang [=(more 
commonly) sounded] the alarm, b [no obj] of an object or 
device : to make a sound especially as a signal of something ■ 
The church bells were ringing. ■ The alarm/doorbell is ring¬ 
ing. ■ Excuse me, my cell phone is ringing. [=my cell phone is 
making the sound which signals that someone is calling] C 
[no obj] : to call someone or something by ringing a bell ■ 
You rang, madam? [=you rang a bell to call for me; how can I 
help you?] — usually + for • She rang for the servants. ■ He 
rang for a nurse. 

2 [no obj] a : to fill a place or area with sound ■ Cheers rang 
through the hall as the winner was announced. ■ Gunshots 
rang in the air. — sometimes used figuratively • His words 
were still ringing in my ears/head. [=1 was still thinking about 
or remembering what he had said] ■ She entered cautiously, 
the teacher’s warning ringing in her ears, b : to be filled with 
the sound of something ■ The hall rang with their cheers. — 
sometimes used figuratively ■ The whole town rang with 
news of the victory. [=many people in the town were talking 
about the victory] C of the ears : to be filled with a sound 
that other people cannot hear ■ His ears were ringing after 
the concert. 

3 [no obj] : to seem to have a specified quality or character ■ 
Her explanation didn’t ring true. = Her explanation rang 
false. [=her explanation didn’t seem true; it seemed false] ■ 
His apology rang hollow. [=his apology did not sound sin¬ 
cere] 

4 chiefly Brit : to make a telephone call to someone or some¬ 
thing : call [+ obj] I’ll ring you (up) tomorrow. ■ He called 
me yesterday, and I rang him back today, [no obj] I rang this 
morning. ■ He’s not here right now. Can you ring back later? 
have/get your bell rung see bell 

ring a bell informal: to be familiar ■ Yes, that name rings a 
bell. ■ The term didn’t ring a bell with me. 
ring in [phrasal verb] 1 ring in (something) also ring (some¬ 
thing) in : to celebrate the beginning of (something, such 
as a new year) ■ How did you ring in the new millennium? ■ 
We’re going to New York to ring in the New Year. 2 chief¬ 
ly Brit a : to make a telephone call to a place (such as the 
place where you work) ■ She rang in sick [=(US) called in 
sick] yesterday. [=she telephoned the place where she 
works to say that she was sick and would not be coming to 
work] b : to make a telephone call to a radio or television 
program ■ Thousands of people rang in I=((/S) called in] to 
make a donation. 3 ring in at (an amount) : to cost (a cer¬ 
tain amount of money) ■ These hats ring in at 200 dollars. 
ring off [phrasal verb] Brit : to end a telephone call: to hang 
up ■ He said he didn’t have time to talk and quickly rang 
off. 

ring off the hook US, of a telephone : to ring constantly or 
frequently ■ The phone was ringing off the hook all morn¬ 
ing. [=many people called during the morning] 
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ring out \phrasal verb\ : to be heard loudly and clearly ■ A 
shot rang out. [=a loud shot was heard] ■ Cheers rang out as 
the winner was announced. 

ring the changes Brit : to make changes in order to do 
something differently, make it more interesting, etc. • The 
team’s manager rang the changes at halftime so that more 
players would have a chance to play. 
ring up \phrasal verb] ring (something) up or ring up (some¬ 
thing) 1 : to use a special machine (called a cash register) 
to calculate the cost of (something, such as goods or ser¬ 
vices) ■ The cashier rang up our purchases. 2 : to achieve 
(something) ■ The company rang up huge profits last quar¬ 
ter. ■ She rang up another tournament win. 

— compare 2 ring 

4 ring noun, pi rings 

1 [count] a : the sound that a bell makes ■ the ring of the 
doorbell b : the act of making a bell ring • He gave the 
doorbell a ring. [=he rang the doorbell] 

2 [count] a : the sound that a telephone makes when some¬ 
one is calling ■ The telephone’s ring is loud. — compare 
ringtone b : one of the sounds in the series of sounds 
that a telephone makes when someone is calling ■ She waited 
until the third ring to answer the phone. 

3 [singular] : a specified quality ■ Her story had a ring of 
truth about it. [=her story seemed true] ■ His name had a fa¬ 
miliar ring to it. [=his name was familiar] 

give (someone) a ring chiefly Brit : to make a telephone 
call to (someone) ■ I’ll give you a ring [=give you a call] 
tomorrow. 

— compare *ring 

ring binder noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a cover for sheets of 
paper that are fastened into rings that pass through holes on 
the edge of the paper 
ring*er /'nrja 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : someone who rings a bell ■ a bell ringer 

2 : the part of a telephone that rings to signal that someone 
is calling ■ Turn off the ringer on the telephone. 

3 informal: a person or animal that enters a contest illegally 
by using a false name, pretending not to have much skill, etc. 
■ One of the players on the winning team was a ringer. 

4 informal : someone who looks very much like another per¬ 
son ■ He’s a ringer for the President. ■ She’s a dead ringer for 
my cousin Julie. [=she looks exactly like my cousin Julie] 

ring-fence verb -fenc-es; -fenced; -fencing [+ obj] Brit 
: to put (an amount of money) aside for a specific purpose 
: earmark ■ The money was ring-fenced for education pro¬ 
grams. 

ring finger noun, pi ~ -gers [count] : the third finger espe¬ 
cially of your left hand when you count the index finger as 
the first finger — see picture at hand 
ringing /'rnjirj/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 a : very loud and clear ■ a ringing voice b : like the sound 
a bell or alarm makes ■ Do you hear that ringing sound? 

2 : made forcefully or with confidence ■ a ringing endorse¬ 
ment/condemnation 

ring-lead-er /*ni) t \\:d&/ noun, pi -ers [count]: the leader of 
a group that causes trouble or is involved in an illegal activi¬ 
ty ■ the ringleader of a gang of criminals 
ring*let /'riqlat/ noun, pi -lets [count]: a long curl of hair — 
usually plural ■ She wore her hair in ringlets. 
ring-mas-ter /'ni^maestas Brit 'nr),ma:st3/ noun, pi -ers 
[count]: a person whose job is to introduce the performers in 
a circus and to talk to the audience between performances 
ring pull noun, pi ~ pulls [count] Brit : pull tab 
ring road noun, pi ~ roads [count] Brit : a road that goes 
around a city or town 

ring*Side /'ni),said/ noun [noncount] : the area that is clos¬ 
est to the space used for circus acts, boxing matches, etc. 
: the seats that are closest to the ring ■ We were seated at 
ringside. 

— ringside adj, always used before a noun ■ We had ringside 
seats. — ringside adv ■ We sat ringside. 

ring*tone /'rn^toun/ noun, pi -tones [count] : the sound 
that a cell phone makes when someone is calling 
ring toss noun, pi — tosses [count, noncount] US : a game 
in which players try to throw a ring so that it will fall over an 
upright stick 

ring*WOrm /'n^w&m/ noun [noncount] : a disease that 
causes ring-shaped marks to appear on the skin 
rink /'rirjk/ noun, pi rinks [count] : an often enclosed area 
that has a special surface of ice, smooth pavement, etc., and 
that is used for skating ■ an ice-skating/roller-skating rink ■ a 


hockey rink • The hockey team is practicing at the rink. 
rinky—dink /'nrjkhdirjk/ adj, US, informal + disapproving 
: not very large or important: involving only a few people or 
only a small area ■ a rinky-dink operation/business ■ a rinky- 
dink [^small-time] drug dealer 
1 rinse /'nns/ verb rins-es; rinsed; rins.ing [+ obj\ 

1 a : to wash (something) with clean water and without soap 
■ I rinsed my face in the sink. ■ Rinse out your mouth. ■ Rinse 
(off) the apple before you eat it. ■ rinse (out) a cup ■ He 
washed the dishes and then rinsed them thoroughly, b : to 
wash (something) with a liquid other than clean water ■ The 
tools were rinsed in alcohol. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to remove 
(something) from an object by washing the object with clean 
water ■ She rinsed the dirt off the lettuce. ■ He rinsed the soap 
out of the cup. 

2 rinse noun, pi rinses 

1 [count] : an act of washing something with a liquid and es¬ 
pecially with clean water ■ Give the apple a rinse [=rinse the 
apple] before you eat it. 

2 : liquid that is used for rinsing something [count] a mouth 
rinse [noncount] She dunked the dish in the rinse water. ■ 
Use sanitizing rinse on the scissors. 

3 [count, noncount] : a dye that you put on your hair to 
change its color for a short time ■ a bottle of hair rinse 

1 ri*Ot /'rajat/ noUn, pi ri*ots 

1 [count] : a situation in which a large group of people be¬ 
have in a violent and uncontrolled way ■ The news about the 
election caused/started/sparked a riot in the city. ■ a prison 
riot • A lot of property was damaged in the recent riots. • riot 
gear/police 

2 [singular] : a place that is filled with something ■ The field 
was a riot of wildflowers. [=the field was filled with many 
kinds of wildflowers] ■ The woods are a riot of color in the 
autumn. 

3 [singular] informal : someone or something that is very 
funny ■ She’s a riot. ■ The movie was an absolute riot. 

read (someone) the riot act: to speak in an angry and crit¬ 
ical way to (someone who has done something wrong) : to 
tell (someone) that bad behavior will be severely punished 
if it continues ■ His boss read him the riot act for making 
careless mistakes. 

run riot: to behave in a violent and uncontrolled way ■ Peo¬ 
ple were running riot in the streets. — often used figura¬ 
tively ■ Crazy thoughts were running riot through my head. 
■ The weeds have run riot over our poor garden. [=the 
weeds in our garden have grown quickly and have taken 
over the garden] 

2 riot verb riots; ri-ot-ed; ri«ot*ing [no obj] of a group ofpeo¬ 
ple : to behave in a violent and uncontrolled way ■ Students 
rioted after their team lost the football game. 

— ri-ot-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ Rioters looted the store. 
— rioting noun [noncount] ■ Police stopped the rioting. 

ri*Ot*OUS /'rajatas / adj [more most ~] formal 

1 of a group of people : behaving in a violent and uncon¬ 
trolled way ■ a riotous assembly/crowd 

2 : very exciting, fun, or full of energy • a riotous party/cele¬ 
bration ■ riotous humor 

3 : existing or occurring in large amounts : abundant ■ a 
riotous profusion of flowers 

— ri-ot-ous-ly adv ■ The fans celebrated riotously. ■ He gave 
a riotously funny performance. 

1 rip /'rip/ verb rips; ripped; rip.ping 

1 a[+ obj] : to tear, split, or open (something) quickly or vi¬ 
olently ■ She ripped the fabric in half. • He ripped open the 
package. ■ The dog ripped the pillow to shreds/pieces. ■ The 
dog ripped a hole [=made a hole] in the pillow. ■ The force of 
the explosion ripped a hole in the wall, b [no obj] : to be¬ 
come torn or split ■ Her coat ripped when it caught on the 
doorknob. ■ The seam has ripped. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj] : to re¬ 
move (something) quickly or violently ■ I ripped the poster 
off the wall. • The sink had been ripped from the wall. ■ He 
ripped the page out of the magazine. ■ She ripped off her 
mask. • He ripped the letter from my hands. 

3 [no obj] : to go or move very quickly through or into some¬ 
thing ■ The fire ripped through the forest. ■ an epidemic that 
ripped through the region ■ The bullet ripped into her leg. 

4 [+ obj] : to criticize (someone or something) in a very harsh 
or angry way ■ (US) The coach ripped [gripped into] his team 
for their sloppy play. ■ His latest movie was ripped to shreds/ 
pieces by the critics. 
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let rip informal 1 : to do something in a way that is full of 
anger or energy ■ For the concert finale, the band let rip 
with a fantastic version of the song that made them fa¬ 
mous. ■ I don’t think anyone expected the senator to let rip 
at the press conference like that. [=to speak in such an an¬ 
gry way] 2 let (something) rip : to make (a car, boat, ma¬ 
chine, etc.) go very fast — usually used in phrases like let it 
rip and let her/’er rip ■ Once we got the boat out into the 
open water, we let it rip. 

rip apart \phrasal verb] 1 rip (something) apart or rip apart 
(something) : to completely destroy (something) by tear¬ 
ing it into pieces ■ The child ripped the toy apart. ■ Strong 
winds had ripped apart many of the little beach bungalows. 
— often used figuratively ■ a tragedy/scandal that almost 
ripped the family apart 2 rip (someone or something) 
apart or rip apart (someone or something) : to criticize 
(someone or something) in a very harsh or angry way espe¬ 
cially by describing weaknesses, flaws, etc. ■ Critics ripped 
the author’s latest novel apart. ■ an article that rips apart 
the mayor’s plan 

rip into {phrasal verb] rip into (someone or something) : to 
criticize (someone or something) in a very harsh or angry 
way ■ The coach ripped into [-tore into\ the team after the 
game. ■ She ripped into the band’s last performance. 
rip off [phrasal verb] informal 1 rip (someone) off or rip off 
(someone) : to steal from or cheat (someone) ■ Hundreds 
of people were ripped off in a scam involving two people 
who claimed to be collecting money for disaster victims. ■ 
The store had been ripping customers off for years. • I 
wasn't trying to rip you off. I thought $50 was a fair price. 
2 rip (something) off or rip off (something) a : to steal 
(something) ■ The organization’s treasurer ripped off al¬ 
most $6,000 before being caught. ■ Somebody ripped off 
[=stole\ all our equipment. = All our equipment got ripped 
off'. [=stolen] b disapproving : to copy or imitate (some¬ 
thing) improperly : to make something that is too much 
like (something made by someone else) ■ The film has done 
well, but its makers have been accused of ripping off anoth¬ 
er movie made 30 years ago. — see also rip-off 
rip up [phrasal verb] rip (something) up or rip up (something) 

: to completely destroy (something) by tearing it into piec¬ 
es ■ He ripped up the letter. 

2 rip noun, pi rips [count] : a long tear in something ■ She has a 
rip in her coat. 

R.I.P. or chiefly Brit RIP /laa^ai'pi:/ abbr rest in peace > 
R.I.P. is often written on a gravestone as a wish that the per¬ 
son buried there will have peace in death. 

rip Cord noun, pi ~ cords [count] : a cord or wire that is 
pulled to open a parachute 

ripe /'raip/ adj rip*er; rip-est [also more most ~] 

1 of fruits and vegetables : fully grown and developed and 
ready to be eaten ■ a ripe tomato ■ The apples are nearly ripe. 

— sometimes used figuratively ■ the violin’s full, ripe sound ■ 
a story ripe with details [=a story that includes many details] 

— opposite UNRIPE 

2 not used before a noun : ready or suitable for something — 
usually +for ■ The army was ripe for action. ■ a system that is 
ripe for abuse [=a system that is in such bad condition that it 
could easily be used wrongly] ■ The time was ripe for propos¬ 
ing his plan. ■ We’ll make these changes when the time is ripe. 

3 of food and especially cheese : brought to full flavor or the 
best state by being stored for a period of time ■ a ripe cheese 

4 : having a strong and unpleasant smell ■ Those old sneak¬ 
ers smell pretty ripe. 

ripe old age : a very old age ■ She took up painting at the 
ripe old age of 85. ■ They both lived to a ripe old age. — 
sometimes used humorously ■ She decided at the ripe old 
age of 23 that she’d learned all there was to know about 
human nature. 

— ripe*ness noun [noncount] ■ Check the ripeness of the 
fruit before you buy it. ■ the cheese’s ripeness 

rip*en /'raipan/ verb -ens; -ened; -en*ing 

1 [no obj] : to become ripe and ready to eat ■ The tomatoes 
finished ripening on the windowsill. 

2 [+ obj ] : to make (something) ripe ■ You can ripen the fruit 
by placing it in a paper bag and storing it at room tempera¬ 
ture for a few days. 

rip—Off /'np»a:f/ noun, pi -offs [count] informal + disapprov¬ 
ing 

1 : something that is too expensive : something that is not 
worth its price ■ The food was decent but the drinks were a 
rip-off. ■ The bike turned out to be a real rip-off. 


2 : something that is too much like something made by 
someone else ■ The song is an obvious rip-off. - His new mov¬ 
ie’s just a rip-off of another movie made 30 years ago. — see 
also rip off at ’rip 

ri*pOSte /n , poust/m>wrt,p/-postes [count] formal: a quick 
and clever reply ■ a witty riposte [-retort] 

ripped adj 

1 : having rips : tom, split, or opened ■ She was wearing 
ripped jeans. 

2 US, informal : having a strong and muscular body or shape 
with little fat ■ ripped [-chiseled] abs ■ a ripped body ■ He is 
ripped. 

1 rip.pie /‘npol/ verb rip.pies; rip-pled; rip-pling 

1 : to move in small waves [no obj] Water rippled under the 
dock. ■ We could see the lion’s muscles ripple. [+ obj\ A cool 
breeze rippled the water. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to pass 
or spread through or over (someone or something) ■ Fear/ 
excitement rippled through the room. [=people in the room 
suddenly felt fear/excitement] • Economists predict that 
these costs will ripple through the economy. [=will affect the 
entire economy] 

2 ripple noun, pi ripples [count] 

1 a : a small wave on the surface of a liquid ■ The pebble 
made ripples in the pond when I threw it in. b : a shape or 
pattern having small waves ■ ripples of sand 

2 : a sound that gradually becomes louder and then quieter 

— usually + of ■ ripples of laughter 

3 : something that passes or spreads through or over some¬ 
one or something — usually singular; often + of • A ripple of 
fear/excitement spread through the room. [=people in the 
room suddenly felt fear/excitement] 

ripple effect noun, pi ~ -fects [count] : a situation in 
which one event causes a series of other events to happen ■ 
These kinds of crimes create a ripple effect throughout the 
city. [=they cause more crimes, problems, etc.] ■ These costs 
will have a huge/major ripple effect on the economy. [=the 
costs will cause important changes in the economy] 
rip—roar*ing /'np'ronij/ adj, informal : very loud, lively, 
and exciting ■ a rip-roaring party 

— rip—roaring adv ■ He was rip-roaring drunk. [=he was 
very drunk in a lively and noisy way] 

rip-tide /'np,taid/ noun, pi -tides [count] : a strong usually 
narrow current of water that flows away from a shore 
1 rise /'raiz/ verb ris*es; rose /'rooz/; ris*en /'nzii/; risking 
/'raizirj/ [no obj] 

1 a : to move upward ■ Smoke was rising into the air. ■ Bub¬ 
bles rose to the surface of water. ■ The airplane rose [=(more 
formally) ascended] into the sky. — often + up • Smoke was 
rising up into the air. ■ The airplane rose up from the runway. 

— sometimes used figuratively ■ His spirits rose [=he began 
to feel happier] when he heard the good news, b : to be¬ 
come higher ■ The tide rose and fell. ■ The river is rising. C 
: to slope or extend upward ■ The land rises as you move 
away from the coast. ■ The road rose gently/steeply. ■ a tower 
rising above the little town ■ steeply/sharply rising mountain 
peaks — often + up ■ The mountains rose up before us. 

2 : to advance to a higher level or position : to become more 
popular, successful, etc. ■ a politician who rose to fame/pow- 
er/prominence very quickly ■ Empires rise [=become power¬ 
ful, important, etc.] and fall. ■ The book has risen to the top 
of best-seller lists. ■ She rose through the ranks of the com¬ 
pany to become president. [=she began her career with the 
company with little power or authority and gradually gained 
more power and authority until she had become president] ■ 
She has risen in my estimation. [=1 think more highly of her; 
I respect/admire her more] 

3 a : to increase in amount, number, level, etc.: to become 
more ■ Sales have risen [= increased] in recent months. ■ Peo¬ 
ple are angry about rising gasoline prices. ■ The population 
has been rising [=growing] dramatically/sharply/markedly. ■ 
Stocks rose (by) several points in early trading today. ■ The 
market is continuing to rise, b : to become stronger : to in¬ 
crease in strength ■ The wind rose in the afternoon. ■ My an¬ 
ger rose as I thought about what she had said, c : to be¬ 
come louder : to increase in volume ■ The music rose and 
fell. ■ Her voice rose to an angry shout. 

4 a : to stand up ■ He rose slowly (to his feet). ■ She quickly 
rose from the chair and began to walk away, b : to get up 
from sleeping in a bed ■ He rose refreshed after a good night's 
sleep. ■ Rise and shinel [=wake up and get out of bed] 

5 of the sun or moon : to appear above the horizon ■ The sun 
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rises [=comes up] in the morning and sets at night. ■ We 
watched as the moon rose in the eastern sky. — opposite 
‘set 11 

6 of bread, cake, etc. : to become bigger because of being 
filled with air bubbles made through a chemical process ■ 
Yeast will make the dough rise. 

7 : to begin to fight in order to remove a ruler or govern¬ 
ment ■ The people rose in rebellion/revolt. — often + up m He 
told the people that they should rise up and overthrow the 
corrupt government. 

8 : to live again after dying : to come back to life ■ a belief 
that the dead will rise again [=will live again] ■ Christians be¬ 
lieve that Jesus Christ rose from the dead. 

rise above \phrasal verb ] rise above (something) 1 : to not 
allow yourself to be hurt or controlled by (something bad 
or harmful) ■ We need to rise above our anger/frustration 
and find a way to get along with each other. ■ She rose 
above the prejudice of her time to become a great civil 
rights leader. ■ It’s time to rise above petty bickering/poli¬ 
tics. 2 : to be or become better than (something) ■ The 
quality of the food never rises above average. 
rise to the occasion/challenge : to make the special effort 
that is required to successfully deal with a difficult situa¬ 
tion ■ No one was sure if he could handle the pressure of 
making a speech, but he rose to the occasion and did an ex¬ 
cellent job. ■ When the company needed to increase its 
sales, its employees rose to the challenge, 
your gorge rises see ‘gorge 
2 rise noun, pi rises 

1 [count] : an increase in amount, number, level, etc. — usu¬ 
ally singular ■ There has been a sharp/dramatic rise in prop¬ 
erty values. ■ The town’s population has grown by 200—a 
rise of more than 20 percent. ■ a steady rise [ ^increase ] in the 
number of available jobs ■ a rise in prices/taxes = ( chiefly 
Brit) a price/tax rise — opposite decrease 

2 [singular] : an upward movement ■ We watched the rise 
and fall of the waves. 

3 [singular] : the act of advancing to a higher level or posi¬ 
tion : the process by which something or someone becomes 
established, popular, successful, etc. ■ The book describes 
the empire’s rise and fall. ■ the meteoric/sudden rise of the 
Internet ■ a politician’s rise to fame/power/prominence • the 
rise of nationalism/feminism 

4 [count] a : an upward slope ■ There was a gentle/steep rise 
in the road as we approached the town, b : an area of 
ground that is higher than the ground around it: a small hill 
* We could see the valley below us as we came over the rise. 

5 [count] Brit : an increase in the amount of money paid to a 
worker : raise • I asked my boss for a rise. ■ a pay rise 

get a rise out of informal : to cause (someone) to react in 
an angry way : to make (someone) angry or upset ■ Ignore 
her. She’s just trying to get a rise out of you. 
give rise to : to cause or produce (something) "His strange 
behavior gave rise to rumors about his health. ■ The recent 
increase in prices has given rise to concerns about inflation. 
on the rise 1 : increasing in amount, number, level, etc. ■ 
Prices were falling last year, but now they are on the rise 
again. ■ The water level in the lake is on the rise. 2 : be¬ 
coming more successful, popular, etc. ■ an actress whose 
career is on the rise 
ris*er /'raiza 1 / noun, pi -ers 

1 I count] : a person who gets out of bed after sleeping — 
used in the phrases early riser and late riser ■ I’m an early Hate 
riser. [=1 get out of bed early/late in the morning] 

2 [count] technical : the upright board between two stairs 

3 risers [plural] US : a set of tall and wide steps for standing 
or sitting on ■ The school choir stood on the risers for the 
concert. 

ris*i-ble /'rizabal/ adj [more most ~] formal + disapprov¬ 
ing : deserving to be laughed at: very silly or unreasonable ■ 
a risible [=(more commonly) ridiculous] title ■ The suggestion 
was downright risible. 

rising noun, pi -ings [count] chiefly Brit : a violent attempt 
by a group of people in a country to remove a leader or gov¬ 
ernment : uprising - He was the leader of an armed rising 
against the elected government, 
rising Star noun, pi ~ stars [count] : a person who is 
quickly becoming popular, successful, etc. ■ a politician who 
is a rising star in the Republican/Democratic Party 
1 risk /'risk/ noun, pi risks 

1 : the possibility that something bad or unpleasant (such as 
an injury or a loss) will happen [noncount] I prefer not to 


expose my money to too much risk. • The degree of risk is 
minimal. ■ All investments have/involve an element of risk, 
[count] The trip didn’t seem like much of a risk. ■ I’m aware 
of the risks associated with this treatment. • There is a risk of 
liver damage with this medication. • Wearing a seatbelt great¬ 
ly reduces the risk of injury or death in a car accident. ■ We 
feel that this product presents a significant risk to public 
health. ■ To me, skydiving is not worth the risk. 

2 I count] : someone or something that may cause something 
bad or unpleasant to happen ■ Smoking is a risk to your 
lungs. ■ Kids think it’s fun, but they don’t realize the risks in¬ 
volved. • Excess body fat is a serious/significant health risk. ■ 
The government claims she is a risk to national security. 

— see also security risk 

3 [count] : a person or thing that someone judges to be a 
good or bad choice for insurance, a loan, etc. ■ Drivers who 
are considered poor risks have to pay more for car insur¬ 
ance. ■ The bank will determine if a potential borrower is a 
good/bad credit risk. [=someone who is likely/unlikely to 
pay back money the bank loans] 

at risk : in a dangerous situation : in a situation in which 
something bad or harmful could happen ■ They believe 
that the policy puts the country at risk. • people who are at 
risk of developing heart disease [=who might develop heart 
disease] ■ The program is designed for students who are at 
risk for/of failure. [=who are in danger of failing] ■ Many 
residents remain at risk from floodwaters. ■ He placed his 
life at risk to save them. [=he risked his life to save them] ■ 
The firefighter went back into the burning building to save 
the dog— at considerable risk to his own life. 
at the risk of (doing something) : despite the possibility of 
(doing something that could be considered improper, 
wrong, etc.) ■ At the risk of being/sounding rude, I have to 
ask you how old you are. [=1 have to ask how old you are 
even though you may consider me rude for asking] ■ At the 
risk of sounding repetitive, I want to say again that our ba¬ 
sic problem is a lack of effective leadership. 
at your own risk : with full understanding that what you 
are doing is dangerous and that you are responsible for 
your own safety ■ There’s no lifeguard here, so if you swim 
you’ll be doing it at your own risk, 
calculated risk see calculated 

run a risk : to do something that may result in loss, failure, 
etc. ■ He is not afraid of running risks. [=(more commonly) 
taking risks] 

run the risk of : to do something that may result in (some¬ 
thing bad or unpleasant happening) ■ You run the risk of be¬ 
ing misunderstood if you don’t explain your purpose care¬ 
fully. • That strategy runs the risk of undermining their 
authority. ■ It’s a dangerous policy that runs the risk of fail¬ 
ure/failing. 

take a risk : to do something that may result in loss, failure, 
etc. ■ Every time you invest money, you’re taking a risk. 

2 risk verb risks; risked; risk-ing [+ obf] 

TT to put (something) in a situation in which it could be lost, 
damaged, etc. ■ She risked her life to save her children. ■ He 
risked all his money on starting his own business. — see also 
risk life and limb at ‘life, risk your neck at 'neck 

2 : to do something that could result in (something bad or 
unpleasant) ■ He risked breaking his neck. ■ She’s risking be¬ 
ing considered too sentimental. ■ The country risked a war. • 
brave people who risked being killed to help others • I’m not 
willing to risk getting lost. I’m going to buy a map. ■ The 
company is risking the loss of millions of dollars. 

3 : to do (something that may have harmful or bad results) ■ 
It’s not wise to risk traveling so soon after surgery. ■ We 
should stop for more gas. We probably have enough, but I 
don’t want to risk it. [=1 don’t want to possibly not have 
enough gas] 

risk factor noun, pi ~ -tors [count] : something that in¬ 
creases risk; especially : something that makes a person 
more likely to get a particular disease or condition • Age is 
one of the risk factors for this disease. 

risk-taking noun [noncount] : the act or fact of doing 
something that involves danger or risk in order to achieve a 
goal ■ Starting a business always involves some risk-taking. 

— risk—taker noun, pi -ers [count] • I’m not much of a risk- 
taker. [=1 don’t like to take risks] 

risky /■riski/ adj risk*i-er; -est [also more most ~] : in¬ 
volving the possibility of something bad or unpleasant hap¬ 
pening : involving risk ■ The proposal seems risky. • It’s not 
as risky [=dangerous] as people think. ■ a less/slightly risky in¬ 
vestment ■ Her plan is too risky. ■ Love is a risky business. 
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[=love involves the possibility of being hurt] ■ It’s a risky 
move [=an action that may result in something bad or un¬ 
pleasant happening] for the company. 

— risk-i-ness noun [noncount] ■ I don't like the riskiness of 
the plan. 

ri»SOt»tO /n'sa:tou/ noun, pi -tos [count, noncount ] : an Ital¬ 
ian dish made with rice and often vegetables or meat 
ris-que /n'skei/ adj [more most ~] : referring to sex in a 
rude and slightly shocking way ■ a risque joke/topic ■ a song 
with risque lyrics 

riS'SOle /'n,soul/ noun, pi -soles [count] Brit : a small mass 
or ball of chopped and fried meat 
Rit-a'lin /'ritalan/ trademark — used for a drug that is given 
to people who suffer from attention deficit disorder 
rite /'rait/ noun, pi rites [count] : an act that is part of a usu¬ 
ally religious ceremony ■ Incense is often burned in their reli¬ 
gious rites. • funeral/purification rites ■ Police suspect that 
the crime was a gang initiation rite. [=an act that someone 
must do in order to officially join a gang] — see also last 
rites 

rite of passage noun, pi rites of passage [count] : an 
act that is a symbol of an important change in someone’s life 
• Her ears were pierced as a rite of passage. ■ For many, going 
to college is a rite of passage. 

1 rit»U«al /'ritfawal/ noun,pi- als 

1 : a formal ceremony or series of acts that is always per¬ 
formed in the same way [count] a religious ritual ■ an an¬ 
cient fertility ritual ■ The priest will perform the ritual, [non¬ 
count] He was buried simply, without ceremony or ritual. 

2 : an act or series of acts done in a particular situation and 
in the same way each time [count] the daily ritual of prepar¬ 
ing breakfast * the bird’s mating ritual [noncount] His day- 
to-day life is based on ritual. 

2 ritual adj , always used before a noun 

1 : done as part of a ceremony or ritual • a ritual dance ■ per¬ 
form a ritual purification 

2 : always done in a particular situation and in the same way 
each time • ritual acts ■ a ritual greeting/gesture 

— rit-u-al-ly adv 

rit»U»al»is»tic /,ntfaw3'listik/ adj [more most ~] formal 
: relating to or done as part of a rite or ritual ■ ritualistic acts 

■ the ritualistic use of incense 

— rit*u*al-is*ti*caMy Antfawg'listikli/ adv 

ritzy /'ritsi/ adj ritz-i-er; -est [also more most ~] informal 
: very fashionable and expensive often in a showy way • a 
ritzy resort/club/wedding 
1 ri*val /'raival/ noun, pi -vals [count] 

1 : a person or thing that tries to defeat or be more success¬ 
ful than another ■ The teams have been longtime rivals. ■ The 
men are romantic rivals for her affection. ■ her rival [com¬ 
petitor, opponent] in the election ■ the company's chief/main 
rival — often used before another noun ■ a rival team/gang/ 
candidate/company/school ■ He told a rival version of the 
story. [=a version that disagrees with another version] 

2 : something or someone that is as good or almost as good 
as another person or thing ■ The company’s paper is the rival 
of any in the world. [=it is as good as any paper in the world] 

■ The company’s latest cell phone has no rival/rivals. [=the 
company’s newest cell phone is much better than all others 
available] 

2 rival verb rivals; US rivaled or Brit ri-valled; US ri-val- 

ing or Brit ri«vaMing [+ obj] : to be as good or almost as 
good as (someone or something) ■ The company manufac¬ 
tures paper that rivals the world’s best. ■ The new museum 
will rival the largest in the world, 
ri-val-ry /'raivalri/ noun, pi -ries : a state or situation in 
which people or groups are competing with each other 
[count] There is a bitter/friendly rivalry between the two 
groups, [noncount] a strong sense of rivalry • In our family 
there was plenty of sibling rivalry, ^competition or jealousy 
between sisters and brothers] 

rive /'raiv/ verb rives; rived; riv-en /'rivan/; riv-ing [+ obj] 
formal : to divide or split (something) especially in a forceful 
or violent way — usually used as (be) riven ■ The country was 
riven by civil war. ■ a family riven with jealousy 
riv»er /'riva7 noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a large natural flow of water that crosses an area of land 
and goes into an ocean, a lake, etc. ■ the Mississippi River ■ 
The raft is too small to use on this part of the river. ■ They 
have a house on the river. [=on land next to the river] • Large 
boats came up/down the river. [=in the opposite/same direc¬ 
tion that the river is flowing] ■ the mouth of the river = the 


river’s mouth = the river mouth [=the place where the river 
enters the ocean] — see color picture on page C7; compare 

STREAM 

2 : a large flow of something ■ Rivers of mud flowed down 
the hillside. — often + of m The jet stream is a river of air. ■ I 
cried a river of tears. [=1 cried a lot] 
sell (someone) down the river see ‘sell 
up the river US, old-fashioned + informal : to prison ■ They 
sent him up the river for 10 years. 
riv*er-bank /'rivaibEerjk/ noun, pi -banks [count] : the 
ground at the edge of a river ■ They set up their camp next to 
the riverbank. [=next to the edge of the river] 
riv-er-bed /'rivaled/ noun, pi -beds [count] : the ground 
at the bottom of a river 

riv*er*boat /'riva^bout/ noun, pi -boats [count] : a boat 
that is used on a river 

riV»er»front / , nv3 i ,frAnt/ noun, pi -fronts [count] chiefly US 
: the land that is next to a river ■ We went for a walk down at 
the riverfront. — often used before another noun ■ riverfront 
property 

riv*er*side /'riva^said/ noun, pi -sides [count] : the land 
that is next to a river ■ We walked along the riverside. — of¬ 
ten used before another noun • a riverside community/camp 
1 riv*et /‘nvat/ noun, pi -ets [count] : a special kind of metal 
bolt or pin that is used to hold pieces of metal together 
2 rivet verb -ets; -et.ed; -et-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to attract and hold all of someone’s attention — usually 
used as (be) riveted ■ I was riveted by her story. [=her story 
was so interesting that I was giving all of my attention to it] ■ 
All eyes were riveted on her as she walked past. [=everyone 
watched her as she walked past] ■ the kind of performance 
that keeps an audience riveted 

2 : to make (someone) unable to move because of fear, 
shock, etc. — usually used as (be) riveted • He was riveted to 
the spot with fright/amazement. ■ She stood riveted in place, 
staring straight ahead. 

3 : to fasten (something) with rivets ■ The iron plates are riv¬ 
eted rather than welded. 

— riv-et-er noun, pi -ers [count] • He worked as a riveter in 
an airplane factory. 

riv*et*ing /'nvatii)/ adj [more most ~] : very exciting or 
interesting ■ The movie/book/narrative was riveting. ■ a rivet¬ 
ing story 

Ri-vi*era /,rivi'era/ noun 

the Riviera : an area by the sea that has warm weather and 
is a popular place for people to go for vacations ■ the 
French/Italian Riviera 

riv-U-let /'rivjglat/ noun, pi -lets [count] : a small stream of 
water or liquid ■ rivulets of water/sweat 
rm. abbr room 

1 RN /lOe’en/ noun, pi RNs [count] : registered nurse 
2 RN abbr, Brit Royal Navy 

RNA /(da^en'ei/ noun [noncount] technical : a substance in 
the cells of plants and animals that helps make proteins — 
called also ribonucleic acid ; compare dna 
1 roach /'routf/ noun, pi roach»es [count] 

1 US : COCKROACH 

2 informal: the part of a marijuana cigarette that is left after 
it has been smoked 

- compare 2 roach 

2 roach noun, pi roach also roaches [count] : a small Euro¬ 
pean fish that lives in rivers and lakes — compare ‘roach 
road /'roud/ noun, pi roads 

1 : a hard flat surface for vehicles, people, and animals to 
travel on [count] a paved/gravel/dirt road ■ We’ll cross the 
road up ahead at the crosswalk. ■ He drove off the road. ■ We 
parked by the side of the road. ■ There are lots of cars on the 
road this morning. ■ The roads around here are pretty bad. 
[=the roads are in bad condition] ■ This is a busy road. 
[=many cars, trucks, etc., use this road] ■ These country/ 
mountain roads are beautiful. ■ icy roads ■ The post office is 
up/down this road a bit. [=a short distance further on this 
road] ■ There’s likely to be a lot of traffic on the main/major 
roads [=the roads most commonly used], so you may want to 
take back/side roads. [=roads that are less commonly used 
and that do not go through the main part of a city, town, 
etc.] ■ the county’s public/private roads — often used in 
names • The library is on River Road, [noncount] a desolate 
stretch of road ■ Miles of road lay ahead. ■ The cabin is acces¬ 
sible by road. ■ traveling on the open road [=on roads that are 
away from cities and towns] — see also middle-of-the- 
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ROAD, OFF-ROAD, SERVICE ROAD 

2 [count] : a process or a course of action that leads to a cer¬ 
tain result • the road to riches/success/victory ■ They’re 
heading down a dangerous road. [=they’re following a course 
of action that could lead to a bad result] ■ She had a stroke 
recently but is on the road to recovery: [=in the process of 
becoming healthy again] ■ I’ve been/gone down this road be¬ 
fore. [=I’ve had this kind of experience before; I’ve done this 
kind of thing before] — see also hioh road 
down the road : in or into the future ■ We don’t know what 
the situation will be like a month/year down the road. ■ 
They hope to expand the business somewhere down the 
road. [=at some time in the future] 
for the road — used to refer to an alcoholic drink that you 
have quickly before leaving a place ■ I’ll just have one 
(more) for the road. [=I’ll have one more drink before I 
leave] 

get the/this show on the road see 2 show 
hit the road informal : to begin a journey ■ We got up early 
and hit the road around 7:00. : to go away : leave ■ Well, I 
guess it’s time to hit the road. ■ She angrily told him to hit 
the road. [=get lost] 

on the road 1 : traveling especially in a car, truck, bus, etc. 
■ We’ve been on the road since Tuesday. ■ Musicians often 
spend many months on the road. 2 of a vehicle a : being 
used ■ You don’t see too many of those cars on the road 
anymore, b : in good enough condition to be legally driv¬ 
en ■ It will cost $1,500 to get the car back on the road, 
the end of the road see ‘end 
road-block /'roud,bla:k/ noun, pi -blocks [count] 

1 : a place where police or military officers stop drivers es¬ 
pecially in order to examine vehicles 

2 US : something that stops progress ■ That’s the one road¬ 
block to the plan. ■ roadblocks on the path to success 

road hog noun, pi ~ hogs [count] informal + disapproving 
: someone who drives a vehicle in a way that blocks other 
drivers 

road-house /'roudjhaus/ noun, pi -houses [count] US, 
old-fashioned : a restaurant or bar that is on a main road 
outside a city or town 

road-ie /'roudi/ noun, pi -ies [count] informal : a person 
whose job is to help move and set up the equipment of trav¬ 
eling musicians 

road-kill /'roud,kil/ noun [noncount] : animals that have 
been killed by being hit by cars and other vehicles ■ There is 
a lot of roadkill along the highway, 
road map noun, pi - maps [count] 

1 : a map that shows the roads in a particular area ■ Did you 
bring a road map ? 

2 chiefly US : a plan for achieving a goal ■ a road map to/for 
peace 

road rage noun [noncount] : anger and aggressive behavior 
by a driver who is upset by how another person is driving 
road-run-ner Aood,rAn3</ noun, pi -ners [count]: a North 
American bird that lives in the desert and runs very fast 
road show noun, pi ~ shows [count] : a group of people 
who travel to different places to entertain people or to adver¬ 
tise something 

road-side /'roudisaid/ noun [noncount] : the land that is 
along a road : the area beside a road ■ a hamburger stand on/ 
by/at the roadside — often used before another noun ■ a 
roadside restaurant ■ roadside vegetation 
road sign noun, pi ~ signs [count] : a sign near a road that 
has information for drivers 

road-Ster /'roudsta*/ noun, pi -sters [count] : a car that has 
two seats and a fabric top that folds back 
road test noun, pi ~ tests [count] 

1 : a test to see how well a vehicle works when it is driven on 
roads ■ The car performed well on the road test. 

2 US : a test to see how well someone is able to drive a car or 
other vehicle ■ I have to take a road test [=driving test] before 
I can get my license. 

- road test verb ~ tests; ~ tested; ~ testing [+ obj] ■ 
The car has not yet been road tested. 
road trip noun, pi ~ trips [count] US 

1 : a long trip in a car, truck, etc. ■ a cross-country road trip 

2 : a trip that is taken by a sports team in order to play one 
or more games ■ The team won three of five games on its 
road trip. 

road warrior noun, pi ~ -riors [count] chiefly US, informal 
: a person who travels a lot especially as part of his or her job 


■ a lightweight laptop computer that’s perfect for road war¬ 
riors 

road-way /'roudgwei/ noun, pi -ways [count] : the part of a 
road that is used by vehicles ■ Police cleared the roadway for 
the parade. 

road-work /'roud.werk/ noun [noncount] US : work that is 
done to build Or repair roads ■ The roadwork caused a back¬ 
up in traffic. — called also (Brit) roadworks 
road-WOr-thy /■roud^afti/ adj : safe and suitable for using 
on a road ■ a roadworthy vehicle — compare airworthy, 
SEAWORTHY 

— road-wor-thi-ness noun [noncount] ■ The trucks were 
all tested for roadworthiness. 

roam /'roum/ verb roams; roamed; roam-ing : to go to 

different places without having a particular purpose or plan 
[no obj] The cattle roamed in search of water. ■ Goats roam 
free on the mountain. ■ He roamed about in search of work. ■ 
The chickens are able to roam around freely in the farm¬ 
yard. ■ We roamed around town for a while before dinner. ■ 
She liked to roam through the woods. [+ obj] Sheep roamed 
the hills. ■ Tourists roamed the streets. ■ She spent the day 
roaming [=surfing] the Internet. ■ His eyes roamed [=he 
looked carefully around] the room in search of the cat. 
roaming noun [noncount]: the use of a cell phone in an area 
that is outside the usual area and that requires the use of a 
different network ■ There are high fees for roaming. — often 
used before another noun ■ roaming charges/fees 
roan /'roun/ noun, pi roans [count] : a horse that has white 
hairs mixed in with hairs of a darker color 

— roan adj, always used before a noun ■ a roan horse/mare/ 
colt 

1 roar /'roa*/ verb roars; roared; roar-ing 

1 [no obj] a : to make the loud sound of a wild animal (such 
as a lion) ■ We heard a lion roar in the distance, b : to make 
a long, loud sound ■ The guns/siren roared. ■ The fans were 
roaring [=yelling and cheering loudly] after their team 
scored. ■ The campfire was roaring. I=the campfire was burn¬ 
ing brightly and loudly] ■ The engine suddenly roared (back) 
to life. [=it made the loud sound of an engine and began run¬ 
ning well] — sometimes used figuratively ■ His career sud¬ 
denly roared back to life. 

2 [no obj] : to laugh loudly ■ The joke got the crowd roaring. 
• The audience roared with laughter. [=the audience laughed 
loudly for a long time] 

3 : to shout (something) very loudly [+ obj] “Watch out,” he 
roared. ■ The crowd roared its approval. — often + out ■ The 
general roared out his orders, [no obj] She roared at him for 
being late. 

4 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
move noisily and quickly ■ The truck roared away/off. ■ The 
car roared down the street. ■ The wind roared through the 
open bam. — sometimes used figuratively ■ The team came 
roaring back in the second half to win the game. 

2 roar noun, pi roars [count] 

1 : the loud sound of a wild animal (such as a lion) 

2 : a loud, low sound that continues for a long time ■ the roar 
of the airplane engines ■ the roar of the river/crowd ■ roars of 
laughter/approval 

1 roaring /'ronrj/ adj, always used before a noun : very loud, 
active, or strong - the roaring river ■ a roaring fire ■ The store 
does a roaring business/trade. [=the store is very busy and 
successful] ■ The show was a roaring success. [=a very great 
success] ■ life during the roaring twenties [=the 1920s, when 
many people lived in a very wild and lively way] 

2 roaring adv, informal: extremely or very ■ We had a roaring 
good time. ■ He was roaring drunk. [=very drunk] 

1 roast /'roust/ verb roasts; roast*ed; roast-ing 

1 a : to cook (food such as chicken, potatoes, or beef) with 
dry heat in an oven or over a fire [+ obj] He roasted the 
chicken, [no obj] The chicken is roasting in the oven. 

— compare bake, grill b : to dry (something, such as a 
bean or nut) with heat [+ obj] We roasted the peanuts over 
the fire, [no obj] The peanuts roasted over the fire. 

2 [no obj] informal : to be very hot ■ We were roasting in the 
hot sun. ■ You must be roasting [-baking, sweltering] in that 
sweater. 

3 [+ obj] informal : to criticize (someone or something) se¬ 
verely ■ The movie is being roasted by the critics. 

4 [+ obj] US, informal : to criticize (someone who is being 
honored at a special event) in a friendly or joking way : to 
tell jokes or funny stories about (someone) ■ Friends and 
family roasted him at his 40th birthday party. 
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— roasted adj ■ roasted potatoes/garlic/tomatoes ■ roasted 
coffee beans ■ roasted peanuts — roasting adj • the smell 
of roasting meat ■ a roasting pan [=a pan used for roasting] 

2 roast noun, pi roasts 

1 : a piece of meat that is roasted [count] She made a roast 
for dinner. [ noncount ] We’re having pork roast for dinner. 

— see also pot roast 

2 [count] US : an outdoor party at which food is cooked over 
an open fire ■ a pig roast 

3 [count] US : an event at which someone is honored and 
people tell jokes or funny stories about that person in a 
friendly way ■ a celebrity roast 

3 roast adj, always used before a noun : cooked by roasting ■ 
roast [=roasted] chicken/pork/potatoes 
roast-er /'rousts/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a device used for roasting meat 

2 chiefly US : a young chicken that is suitable for roasting 

— compare broiler, fryer 


roasting noun [singular] Brit : the act of severely criticizing 
someone • My father gave me a roasting [=yelled at me] for 
coming home late. ■ He got a roasting from his boss. [=his 
boss criticized him severely] 
rob /'ra.b/ verb robs; robbed; rob-bing [+ohf] 

1 : to take money or property from (a person or a place) ille¬ 
gally and sometimes by using force, violence, or threats ■ 
Someone tried to rob me. ■ They robbed the bank. ■ The cash¬ 
ier was robbed at gunpoint. — often + of • They robbed her of 
her life savings. 'He was robbed of all his money. — some¬ 
times used figuratively • You paid $300 to fix that old car? 
You got robbed. [=you were overcharged; you spent too 
much] 

2 : to keep (someone) from getting something expected or 
wanted 1 He made a great shot, but the goalie robbed him. 
[=the goalie blocked his shot and prevented him from scor¬ 
ing a goal] — often + of* The other team robbed them of a 
victory by getting a last-minute goal. ■ The center fielder 
made a great catch to rob him of a home run. ■ Her illness 
robbed her of a normal childhood. [=she wasn’t able to have 
a normal childhood because of her illness] 

rob Peter to pay Paul : to take money that was meant for 
one person or thing and use it to pay someone else or to 
pay for something else • She was trying to keep her credi¬ 
tors at bay by robbing Peter to pay Paul. [=using one credit 
card to make the payments on another credit card] 
rob (someone) blind : to steal a lot of things or money 
from someone ■ If you’re not careful, they’ll rob you blind, 
rob the cradle see 'cradle 

rob-ber / l ra:ba'/ noun, pi -bers [count] : a criminal who 
steals money or property : a thief who robs people • The 
store was held up by a gang of robbers. • a bank robber 
robber baron noun, pi ~ -ons [count] old-fashioned : a 
wealthy person who tries to get land, businesses, or more 
money in a way that is dishonest or wrong 
rob-bery /'rcubari/ noun, pi -berries : the crime of stealing 
money or property : the crime of robbing a person or place 
[count] a series of armed robberies ■ They foiled a bank rob¬ 
bery. [noncount] He is charged with attempted robbery. ■ She 
was arrested for robbery. — see also highway robbery 
robe /'roub/ noun, pi robes [count] 

1 : a long, loose piece of clothing that is worn on top of oth¬ 
er clothes to show that someone has a high rank or an im¬ 
portant job ■ The priest wore a purple robe. — often plural ■ 
a judge’s robes ■ The king was dressed in red robes. 

2 chiefly US : a loose piece of clothing that wraps around 
your body and that you wear before or after bathing, swim¬ 
ming, etc., or while resting at home — called also dressing 
gown\ see also bathrobe 

robed /'roubd/ adj ■ covered with a robe : dressed in robes ■ 
The priests were robed in black. ■ robed monks 


robrin /'raiban/ noun, pi -ins [count] 

1 : a North American bird with a grayish back and reddish 
breast — see color picture on page C9 

2 : a small European bird with a brownish back and orange 
face and breast 

ro-bot /*rou,ba:t/ noun, pi -bots [count] 

1 : a real or imaginary machine that is controlled by a com¬ 
puter and is often made to look like a human or animal • a 
talking toy robot ■ science fiction robots • a robot dog — 
sometimes used figuratively to describe a person who seems 
to do things automatically or who seems to have no feelings 
or emotions ■ He answered the questions like a robot. 

2 : a machine that can do the work of a person and that 


works automatically or is controlled by a computer ■ The 
cars are assembled by robots. • robot technology 

— robotric /rou*ba:tik/ adj ■ A robotic arm is used to mix 
the chemicals. ■ robotic movements — ro*bot*i-calriy 
/rou'ba: tikli/ adv ■ The cars are assembled robotically. ■ He 
answered their questions robotically. 

rO*bOtricS /rou'ba: tiks/ noun [noncount] : technology that 
is used to design, build, and operate robots 
robllSt /rou'bAst/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : strong and healthy ■ robust young men and women ■ He is 
in robust health. 

2 a : strongly formed or built ■ robust furniture b : success¬ 
ful or impressive and not likely to fail or weaken ■ a robust 
company ■ a robust economy ■ She offered a robust 1= forceful] 
argument against the plan. C : impressively large ■ a robust 
[=hearty] dinner ■ robust profits 

3 : having a rich, strong flavor ■ a robust [-full-bodied] wine ■ 
The sauce has a robust flavor. 

— robustriy adv ■ robustly healthy young men and women ■ 
The food was robustly seasoned. — robustness 
/rou'bAstnss/ noun, pi -nesses [count, noncount] 

1 rock /'ra:k/ verb rocks; rocked; rockring 

1 : to move (someone or something) back and forth or from 
side to side [+ obf] She gently rocked the baby to sleep. ■ 
Waves rocked the boat, [no obf] He rocked back and forth 
while he stood waiting. ■ The boat rocked back and forth on 
the waves. 

2 [+ obf] : to cause (something) to shake violently ■ An earth¬ 
quake rocked the town. ■ The building was rocked by an ex¬ 
plosion. — sometimes used figuratively ■ The discovery 
rocked [=shook] the very foundations of their theoiy. 

3 [+ obf] informal a : to cause (someone or something) to 
be upset or shocked ■ The news of the murders rocked the 
town, b : to affect or influence (someone or something) 
very powerfully ■ Their invention rocked the computer in- 
dustiy. c : to entertain (someone) in a very powerful and 
effective way ■ The band rocked the crowd. "His perfor¬ 
mance rocked the house. [=the audience loved his perfor¬ 
mance] ■ The new video game will rock your world. [=you 
will really like the new video game] 

4 [no obj] informal : to sing, dance to, or play rock music ■ 
We were rocking all night long. 

5 [no obj] slang : to be very enjoyable, pleasing, or effective ■ 
Her new car really rocks, [-her new car is really great] 
rock out [phrasal verb] informal : to play music in a loud or 

energetic way ■ The band rocks out on their new album. 
rock the boat see ‘boat 

— rocking noun, pi rings [count, noncount] ■ a slow rocking 
2 rock noun, pi rocks 

1 a [noncount] : the hard, solid material that the surface of 
the Earth is made of • They drilled through several layers of 
solid rock. ■ Moss can grow on bare rock. ■ The miners made 
a tunnel through the rock. • volcanic rock — often used be¬ 
fore another noun • The mountain had many amazing rock 
formations. — see also bedrock, sheetrock b [count] 
: a piece of rock • a flat rock ■ (US) We threw rocks [=stones] 
into the water. ■ a pile of rocks c [count] : a large piece of 
rock that sticks up from the surface of the Earth ■ She 
climbed the rock. ■ The ship crashed into the rocks. 

2 — used in phrases to say that something is very hard, 
steady, etc. • This bread is (as) hard as a rock. = The bread is 
rock-hard. [=the bread is very hard] ■ Her hand was steady as 
a rock. [=her hand was very steady] "His muscles are solid as 
a rock. [=very strong/solid] ■ The frozen chicken is rock- 
solid. • The beat of the drum was rock-steady. 

3 [ singular ] informal a : a strong person who can be relied 
on ■ We could always count on him—he was our rock, b 
: someone whose ideas, values, ways of doing things, etc., do 
not change ■ Once she makes up her mind, she’s (like) a rock. 
[=nobody can change her mind once she decides something] 

4 [count] informal : a diamond or other jewel ■ Look at the 
size of that rock on her finger. 

5 [noncount] Brit : hard candy that is made in a stick ■ a stick 
of rock — compare rock candy 

6 [count] informal : a small hard piece of a drug ■ a rock of 
crack cocaine 

between a rock and a hard place informal : in a very diffi¬ 
cult or bad position or situation with no good way of get¬ 
ting out of it ■ He is caught/stuck between a rock and m 
hard place. 

get your rocks off informal 1 of a man : to have an or¬ 
gasm 2 : to feel great pleasure or satisfaction • He gets his 
rocks off bossing everyone around. 
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live under a rock : to be unaware of things that most peo¬ 
ple know about ■ How could you have not heard about it? 
Do you live under a rock ? 

on the rocks 1 : having a lot of problems and likely to fail 
■ Their marriage is on the rocks. [=in trouble ] 2 of an alco¬ 
holic drink : with ice cubes ■ He ordered a whiskey/Scotch 
on the rocks. 

— compare 3 rock 

3 rock noun [noncount\ : a kind of popular music with a strong 
beat that is played on instruments that are made louder elec¬ 
tronically ■ My favorite types of music are jazz and rock. — 
often used before another noun ■ rock music ■ a rock con¬ 
cert/band/star — see also hard rock, soft rock — 
compare 2 rock 

rOCk«a«biMy /'ra:k3|bili/ noun [noncount]: a kind of popu¬ 
lar music that combines rock and country music 
rock and roll or rock ’n’ roll /,ra:k3n'roul/ noun [non¬ 
count] : rock music 

-rock and roll-er or rock ‘n’ roll-er /.rcrkan'roula*/ 
noun, pi — -ers [count] 

rock bottom noun [noncount] : the lowest possible level or 
point ■ Prices have hit/reached rock bottom. [=have reached 
the lowest point they can reach] ■ After years of heavy drug 
use, she has finally reached rock bottom. ■ Their marriage has 
hit rock bottom. 

rock-bottom adj, always used before a noun, of a price 
: very low ■ The furniture is being sold at rock-bottom prices, 
rock Candy noun [noncount] US : hard candy that is made 
on a string 

rock Climbing noun [noncount] : the sport or activity of 
climbing the steep sides of a mountain or cliff ■ a book about 
rock climbing ■ We are going rock climbing. 

— rock climb verb ~ climbs; ~ climbed; ~ climbing [no 
obj] ■ He rock climbs and skydives. — rock climber noun, 
pi ~ -ers [count] ■ She’s a skillful rock climber. 

rock*er /'ra:k^/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a curved piece of wood or metal on which an object 
(such as a cradle or chair) moves back and forth or from side 
to side 

2 chiefly US : rocking chair 

3 a : someone who plays or performs rock music b : some¬ 
one who enjoys listening to rock music 

off your rocker informal : crazy ■ You must be off your 
rocker if you think I’m going to do that! 
rock-ery /'ra.kari/ noun, pi -er-ies [count] chiefly Brit 
: ROCK GARDEN 
1 rock*et /'raikat/ noun, pi -ets 

1 [count] : a type of very powerful engine that is powered by 
gases that are released from burning fuel ■ a car powered by 
a rocket = a rocket- powered car — often used before another 
noun ■ a rocket engine 

2 [count] : a spacecraft or missile that is powered by a rocket 
engine ■ a moon rocket • antiaircraft rockets ■ a rocket launch¬ 
er 

3 [count] : a firework that goes high in the air before explod¬ 
ing — called also skyrocket 

4 [noncount] Brit : arugula 
2 rocket verb -ets; -et-ed; -et-ing 

1 [no obj] : to increase quickly and suddenly ■ Prices rocket¬ 
ed. [= skyrocketed] ■ Sales rocketed from 1,000 units last week 
to 5,000 units this week. — often + up ■ Interest rates have 
been rocketing up. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to move or 
rise quickly [no obj] The train rocketed through the tunnel. ■ 
The spacecraft rocketed into outer space. ■ He rocketed to 
stardom. ■ Her novel rocketed to the top of the best-seller list. 
■ Their album rocketed up the charts. [+ obj] His role in the 
movie rocketed him to fame. 

rocket science noun [noncount] 

1 : the science of designing or building rockets 

2 : something that is very difficult to learn or understand ■ 
The job is challenging, but it’s not exactly rocket science. 

— rocket scientist noun, pi ~ -tists [count] ■ You don’t 
have to be a rocket scientist [=you don’t have to be unusual¬ 
ly smart] to understand the instructions. 

rocket ship noun, pi — ships [count] : a spaceship that is 
powered by rockets 

rock garden noun, pi ~ -dens [count] : a garden in which 
plants grow between rocks — called also 0 chiefly Brit ) rock¬ 
ery 

rocking chair noun, pi chairs [count] : a chair that 
moves back and forth on rockers that are attached to its legs 


— see picture at living room 

rocking horse noun, pi ~ horses [count] : a toy horse 
that is attached to rockers and that moves back and forth 
while a child sits on it 

rock 5 n’ roll variant spelling of rock and roll 
rock Salt noun [noncount] : salt that is in the form of large 
pieces or crystals ■ I put some rock salt on the sidewalk to 
melt the ice. 

rock-slide /'ra:k,slaid/ noun, pi -slides [count] : a large 
mass of rocks that suddenly and quickly moves down the 
side of a mountain or hill ■ a dangerous rockslide 
rocky /'ra:ki/ adj rock-i*er; -est [also more most —] 

1 : full of rocks : having many rocks ■ The soil is very rocky. 

■ a rocky coastline 

2 : full of problems or difficulties ■ a rocky journey/marriage 

■ The team had a rocky start this season. • He knew he had a 
long rocky road ahead of him if he wanted to become a doc¬ 
tor. [=he knew that becoming a doctor would be very diffi¬ 
cult] 

ro-CO*CO /ra'kookou/ adj ’■ of or relating to a style of artistic 
expression that involves fancy curved forms and much deco¬ 
ration and was popular in the 18th century ■ The chairs are 
carved in a rococo style. ■ rococo art 
rod /'raid/ noun, pi rods [count] 

1 : a straight, thin stick or bar ■ a curtain rod — see also 
lightning rod, ramrod 

2 : a pole with a line and usually a reel that is used in fishing 

■ a fishing rod 

3 old-fashioned : a stick used to hit or whip someone as a 
form of punishment - He grew up in a time when people still 
believed in the old saying: spare the rod and spoil the child. 
[=believed that children should be physically punished for 
bad behavior in order to be raised correctly] 

rule with a rod of iron see 2 rule 

— see also hot rod 
rode past tense of 1 ride 

ro-dent /'roudpt/ noun, pi -dents [count] : a small animal 
(such as a mouse, rat, squirrel, or beaver) that has sharp 
front teeth — see picture on next page 
ro-deo /'roudi,ou, rou'dejoo/ noun, pi -de*os [count] : an 
event in which people compete at riding horses and bulls, 
catching animals with ropes, etc. 
roe /'roo/ noun, pi roes [count, noncount] : the eggs of a fish 
or sea animal ■ salmon roe 

rog-er interj — used to say that a message has been 

received and understood when you are talking to someone 
on a radio 

rogue /'roug/ noun, pi rogues [count] 

1 old-fashioned : a man who is dishonest or immoral ■ a lying 
rogue [=scoundrel] 

2 : a man who causes trouble in a playful way • He’s a lov¬ 
able old rogue. 

2 rogue adj, always used before a noun — used to describe 
something or someone that is different from others in usual¬ 
ly a dangerous or harmful way ■ A rogue wave flipped the 
boat over. ■ rogue police officers [^dishonest police officers 
who commit crimes] ■ rogue states/regimes [=dangerous 
states/regimes that do not obey international laws] ■ a rogue 
elephant [=a dangerous elephant that lives apart from other 
elephants] 

rogues’ gallery noun [singular] 

1 : a collection of pictures of criminals 

2 : a collection or list of bad or dangerous people or things ■ 
a rogues'gallery of dictators ■ a rogues’gallery of deadly virus¬ 
es 

rogu-ish /'rougij/ adj [more most ~]: showing in a play¬ 
ful way that you have done something wrong ■ a roguish 
wink/smile 

— rogu-ish-ly adv 

roil /'rojal I verb roils; roiled; roil-ing chiefly US 

1 [+ obj] : to upset (someone or something) very much : to 
cause (someone or something) to become very agitated or 
disturbed ■ Financial markets have been roiled by the bank¬ 
ing crisis. 

2 [no obj] : to move in a violent and confused way ■ roiling 
river rapids — often used figuratively ■ A lot of different 
emotions were roiling (around) inside her. [=she was experi¬ 
encing many emotions in a way that was disturbing or con¬ 
fusing] 

role /'roul/ noun, pi roles [count] 

1 : the character played by an actor - He plays the role of the 
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villain. ■ She was given the starring/lead/leading role. ■ I had 
a minor/major role in the play. 

2 a : a part that someone or something has in a particular 
activity or situation — usually + in ■ Everyone had a role 
[=hand] in winning the game, [-everyone helped to win the 
game] ■ The government is taking an active role in improving 
public schools. [=the government is actively involved in im¬ 
proving public schools] ■ He had a key role in designing the 
bridge. • She talked about the roles of exercise and a healthy 
diet in preventing heart disease. ■ Newspapers play a major 
role in determining how people think about politics. ■ Reli¬ 
gion plays an important role in his life. [=religion is very im¬ 
portant to him] b : the part that someone has in a family, 
society, or other group ■ After her husband left her, she had 
to take on the dual role of mother and father for her chil¬ 
dren. ■ She likes to play the role of matchmaker with her 
friends. • She challenged the traditional roles assigned to 
women. ■ We’ll switch/reverse roles this time, and you can 
wash the dishes while I dry them. ■ It was a case of role rever¬ 
sal: the father stayed home with the children while the 
mother worked. 

role model noun, pi ~ -els [count] : someone who another 
person admires and tries to be like ■ Parents need to be good 
role models (for their children). ■ Athletes should remember 
that they are role models. 

role-play /'roul,plei/ noun, pi -plays : an activity in which 
people do and say things while pretending to be someone 
else or while pretending to be in a particular situation [non¬ 
count] The teacher used role-play to show how people should 
act at an interview, [count] The students did role-plays to 
practice for their interviews. 

- role-play verb -plays; -played; -play*ing [no obj] ■ 
children learning to role-play — role-playing noun [non¬ 
count] ■ We do a lot of role-playing in this class. 

1 roll /'roul/ verb rolls; rolled; roMing 

1 a : to move across the ground or another surface by turn¬ 
ing over and over [no obj] The children rolled down the hill. 
■ The ball rolled slowly to a stop. [+ obj] She rolled the dice. ■ 
He rolled the ball to me. = He rolled me the ball, b : to turn 
over one or more times [no obj] He rolled (over) onto his 
back. ■ The pigs roll (around) in the mud to keep cool. ■ The 
car rolled (over) into the ditch. [+ obj] Roll the chicken 
wings in the batter. • The paramedics rolled him onto the 
gurney. ■ (US) He rolled his car in the accident. 

2 : to move smoothly on wheels [no obj] The car rolled 
slowly to a stop. ■ A police car rolled up next to us. [+ obj] 
The children rolled the toy car to each other. ■ The patient 


was rolled into the emergency room. 

3 [no obj] : to move in a smooth, continuous way ■ We left 
the movie theater as the final credits rolled. [=were moving 
across the screen] ■ The fog soon rolled away. ■ The clouds 
rolled past. 

4 [+ obj] a : to form (something) into the shape of a ball or 
tube ■ She rolled the dough into a ball. ■ He rolled up the 
newspaper and swatted the fly. b : to put (something) in¬ 
side a tube ■ He rolled the coins. C : to wrap up (something 
or someone) in a way that forms the shape of a tube ■ He 
rolls his own cigarettes. — often + up ■ She rolled up the meat 
in a tortilla. ■ He lay there snugly rolled up in blankets. 

5 : to form your body into a ball — usually + up [no obj] He 
lay down on the bed and rolled[=curled] up (into a ball). [+ 
obj] He rolled himself up (into a ball). 

6 [+ obj] a : to make (something) smooth, even, or flat with 
a special tool (called a roller or rolling pin) ■ She rolled (out) 
the dough. ■ He rolled the clay flat. ■ rolled steel/oats b : to 
spread (something) on a surface with a special tool (called a 
roller) ■ She rolled the paint on (the wall). 

7 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
move forward along the normal course of time ■ The days 
rolled [=passed] quickly by. "It got hotter as the day rolled 
on/along. 

8 [no obj] : to move or lean from side to side ■ The ship 
heaved and rolled in the storm. ■ He walked with a rolling 
gait. 

9 [no obj] a : to make a deep, continuous sound ■ Thunder 
rolled in the distance. ■ rolling thunder b : to make a con¬ 
tinuous, quick, beating sound ■ The drums rolled. 

10 : to operate (something, such as a movie camera) [+ obj] 
Roll the cameras when I say “action." [no obj] The camera 
was not rolling [-filming] at the time. 

11 [no obj] : to have a series of successes ■ The team rolled 
through the play-offs. 

12 : to cause (your eyes) to look up toward the sky in an ex¬ 
pression which shows that you think someone or something 
is foolish or annoying [+ obj ] He rolled his eyes at her sug¬ 
gestion. [no obj] Her eyes rolled when he told her his idea. 
get rolling informal 1 : to leave ■ We ought to get rolling if 

we don’t want to be late. 2 : to start doing something ■ 
You should get rolling on that assignment. ■ The project fi¬ 
nally got rolling. [=got started] 
get/set/start the ball rolling see ‘ball 
heads roll see 'head 
keep the ball rolling see 'ball 

let’s roll chiefly US, informal — used to tell another person 






1413 


roll • roller coaster 


or a group of people to start leaving a place or to start do¬ 
ing something • “Let’s roll” the sergeant shouted to his 
men. 

ready to roll informal 1 : ready to leave ■ I am all packed 
and ready to roll. 2 : ready to start doing something ■ Af¬ 
ter we got the loan approved, we were ready to roll, 
roll around also Brit roll about [phrasal verb ] informal : to 
arrive or happen again ■ By the time Friday rolls around , 
I’m ready for the weekend. ■ We’ll be better prepared the 
next time the elections roll around, 
roll back [phrasal verb] roll back (something) or roll (some¬ 
thing) back chiefly US 1 : to reduce (something, such as a 
price) ■ The store is rolling back its prices for this weekend 
only. 2 : to change (something) back to the way it was at 
an earlier time : to reverse or undo (something) ■ The man¬ 
ufacturers are lobbying to roll back [=rescind\ environmen¬ 
tal regulations. ■ His proposal would roll back the clock on 
civil rights. 

roll down [phrasal verb] roll down (something) or roll (some¬ 
thing) down 1 : to move (something) down especially by 
turning a handle ■ She rolled down the car window. 2 : to 
unfold the edge of (something, such as a shirt sleeve or 
pants leg) to make it longer ■ He rolled down his sleeves. 
rolled into one : combined together into one thing or per¬ 
son ■ It’s a shopping center, amusement park, and night¬ 
club (all) rolled into one. 

roll in [phrasal verb] informal 1 be rolling in (something) 
: to have a large amount of (something) ■ They were rolling 
in money/cash. = They were rolling in (the) dough. = They 
were rolling in it. 2 : to appear or arrive in large numbers 
or amounts ■ The money has been rolling in. ■ Donations 
rolled in to help the hurricane victims. 3 : to arrive at a 
place especially later than usual or expected ■ Delegates 
rolled in from all parts of the country. "He finally rolled in 
at 3:30 in the morning. 
rolling in the aisles see aisle 
roll off the tongue see 'tongue 

roll on Brit, informal — used to say that you want a time or 
event to come quickly ■ Roll on Friday. I can’t wait for the 
weekend! 

roll out [phrasal verb] roll out (something) or roll (something) 
out 1 : to offer or sell (something) for the first time ■ The 
company is expected to roll out [=launch] several new 
products next year. — see also rollout 2 : to make 
(something that has been rolled into the shape of a tube) 
long and flat again ■ He rolled out [=unrolled\ the sleeping 
bags. 

roll out of bed informal : to rise after sleeping in a bed and 
especially after sleeping later than usual • She rolled out of 
bed just before noon. 
roll out the red carpet see red carpet 
roll over [phrasal verb ] 1 informal : to allow yourself to be 
easily defeated or controlled : to make no effort to fight or 
compete ■ I’m not going to just roll over and let them do 
what they want. 2 roll over (something) or roll (some¬ 
thing) over a : to delay the payment of (something, such 
as a debt) ■ He wanted to roll over the repayment of the 
loan until later, b : to place (invested money) in a new in¬ 
vestment of the same kind • She rolled over her investments 
from one fund to another. — see also rollover 
roll the dice see 'dice 

roll up [phrasal verb] 1 roll up (something) or roll (some¬ 
thing) up a : to move (something) up especially by turn¬ 
ing a handle ■ She rolled up the car window, b : to fold up 
the ends of (something, such as a shirt sleeve or pants leg) 
to make it shorter ■ She rolled up her jeans and stepped 
into the water. 2 informal: to arrive at a place in a vehi¬ 
cle • Celebrities rolled up in their limousines. 3 Brit — 
used to invite people to gather around to see a show or to 
buy things ■ Roll up, roll up [=(chiefly US) step right up ]— 
you won’t find cheaper watches anywhere else! — see also 
'roll 4c, 5 (above) 

roll up your sleeves informal : to prepare to work hard ■ 
It’s time to roll up our sleeves and get the job done. • Con¬ 
gress needs to roll up its sleeves and pass the bill now. 
roll with the punches informal : to not allow yourself to 
become upset by things that happen ■ Roll with the punches 
and don’t let life get you down! 
roll your r’s : to pronounce the sound /r/ with a trill - He 
rolls his r’s when he speaks Spanish. 

2 roll /'roul/ noun, pi rolls [count] 

T ~: a long piece of cloth, paper, film, tape, etc., that is rolled 
to form the shape of a tube or ring ■ There are two photos 


left on this roll. ■ rolls of film/tape ■ a roll of toilet paper 

2 : a paper tube that holds candies, coins, etc., inside ■ a rail 
of mints/quarters 

3 a : a small loaf of bread for one person to eat ■ a dinner 
roll ■ tuna salad (served) on a roll ■ a hamburger roll [=bun] 
b : a sandwich made with a bread roll • a ham/cheese roll • 
(US) a clam/lobster roll c : a usually round sweet cake ■ 
cinnamon/sweet rolls — compare STICKY BUN; see also JEL¬ 
LY ROLL, SWISS ROLL 

4 : a food that is rolled up for cooking or serving • cabbage/ 
sausage/sushi rolls • rolls of sliced ham/turkey — see also 
EGG ROLL 

5 : a thick fold of fat, skin, etc. • A roll of fat stuck out from 
under his shirt. ■ rolls of flesh/skin 

6 : an official list of names ■ the voter rolls = (US) the elec¬ 
tion rolls [=a list of the people who can vote in an election] ■ 
welfare rolls [=a list of people on welfare] ■ The teacher 
called out the names on the roll. - The teacher called/took 
the roll. — see also honor roll, payroll 

— compare 3 roll; see also bankroll 
3 roll noun,pi rolls [count] 

1 : a sound that is produced by a series of quick hits on a 
drum ■ a roll of the drum — see also drum roll 

2 : a deep, continuous sound ■ We heard the roll of thunder/ 
cannons in the distance. 

3 : an act of rolling something ■ With a roll of the dice, he 
won $100. ■ She showed her annoyance with a roll of her 
eyes. [=showed her annoyance by rolling her eyes] 

4 chiefly US : a movement in which your body makes a com¬ 
plete turn forward or backward on the ground ■ a forward/ 
backward roll [^somersault] 

5 : the act of moving or leaning from side to side ■ We felt 
the roll of the ship. 

6 : a movement of an airplane in which the airplane is 
turned upside down and then right side up again 

a roll in the hay informal + old-fashioned : an act of having 
sex with someone 
a roll of the dice see 'dice 

on a roll informal : experiencing a series of successes ■ The 
team has been on a roll [=has been playing well and win¬ 
ning many games] since midseason. ■ He’s a funny guy, and 
last night he was really on a roll. [=he was saying many fun¬ 
ny things] 

— compare 2 roll; see also rock and roll 
rollback /'roul,b£ek/ noun, pi -backs [count] chiefly US 

: the act of rolling back something: such as a : a reduction 
or decrease in something ■ rollbacks in mortgage rates ■ a 
government-ordered rollback of gasoline prices ■ a rollback 
in environmental regulations b : the act of reversing or un¬ 
doing something ■ a rollback of previous wage concessions 
roll bar noun, pl~ bars [count] : a metal bar in the roof of a 
car or other vehicle that is designed to protect riders if the 
vehicle rolls over 
roll call noun, pi ~ calls 

1 : the act of saying each of the names on a list to find out 
who is present [count] — usually singular ■ The sergeant be¬ 
gan a/the roll call, [noncount] Two students missed roll call. 

2 [count] : a list of people or things — usually singular ■ The 
policy is supported by an impressive roll call of scientists. 

roll-er /‘rouW noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 a ; a part that rolls and is used to move, press, shape, 
spread, or smooth something ■ the rollers of a conveyor belt ■ 
They moved the monument on rollers. • He flattened the clay 
with a roller. ■ a paint roller — see also steamroller b : a 
cylinder or rod on which something (such as a window shade 
or a map) is rolled up 

2 : a small plastic or metal tube around which hair is 
wrapped to make it curl ■ Her hair was in rollers. [= curlers ] 

3 : a long, powerful ocean wave 

4 : a ball that rolls slowly along the ground ■ (baseball) He 
hit a slow roller to the shortstop. 

— see also high roller 

Roll-er-blade /'roula^bleid/ trademark — used for a skate 
that has wheels set in a straight line on the bottom 
roll-er coast»er/ , roui^,koust 0 , /«ow«, pl~ -ers [count] 

1 : a ride at an amusement park which is like a small, open 
train with tracks that are high off the ground and that have 
sharp curves and steep hills ■ We went for a ride on the roller 
coaster. ■ a roller-coaster ride 

2 : a situation or experience that involves sudden and ex¬ 
treme changes ■ The divorce was an emotional roller coaster 
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for both of them. ■ He’s had a roller-coaster career. [=a career 
with many ups and downs] 

Roller Derby service mark — used for a sports event in 
which two teams skate on roller skates around an oval track 
roller rink noun, pi ~ rinks [count] chiefly US : an enclosed 
area with a smooth floor that is used for roller-skating 
roller skate noun, pi ~ skates [count] : a shoe that has 
wheels on the bottom and that you wear on your foot in or¬ 
der to skate on a flat surface — usually plural ■ a pair of roll¬ 
er skates — see picture at skate 
roller-skate verb -skates; -skat-ed; -skat-ing [no obj] 

: to skate on a flat surface with roller skates ■ I had never 
roller-skated until last week. 

— roller skater noun, pi ~ -ers [count] - roller-skating 

noun [noncount] ■ She loves roller-skating. ■ Let’s go roller¬ 
skating. 

1 rol a Mck*ing /‘railikuj/ adj, always used before a noun, infor¬ 
mal : enjoyable in a lively or noisy way ■ We had a rollicking 
good time. ■ a rollicking tale/tune 
Sollicking noun, pi -ings [count] Brit, informal : the act of 
angrily criticizing someone who has done something wrong ■ 
Their boss gave them a rollicking, [^scolding, tongue-lashing] 
= They got a rollicking from their boss, 
rolling /■roulirj/ adj, always used before a noun : having gen¬ 
tle slopes or hills ■ rolling hills/prairies 
rolling pin noun, pi ~ pins [Count] : a long cylinder that is 
used for making dough flat and smooth — see picture at 

KITCHEN 

rolling stock noun [noncount] : the wheeled vehicles that 
are owned and used by a railroad 

roll Of honour noun, pi rolls of honour [count] Brit 

: HONOR ROLL 

roll—On /'roul,a:n/ adj, always used before a noun : rubbed 
or spread on the body with a bottle that has a rolling ball set 
into its top ■ a roll-on deodorant/antiperspirant 

— roll—on noun, pi -ons [count] • deodorants sold as roll¬ 
ons, sprays, or sticks 

roll*OUt /'roul,aut/ noun, pi -outs [count, noncount] : an oc¬ 
casion when a new product or service is first offered for sale 
or use ■ the national rollout of a new wireless service — see 
also roll out at ’roll 

roll-Over /'rouljouv^/ noun, pi -overs [count, noncount] 

1 a : the act of delaying the payment of a debt b ; the act 
of placing invested money in a new investment of the same 
kind — see also roll over at ’roll 

2 chiefly US : an accident in which a car, truck, etc., turns 
over ■ He was injured in a rollover (accident) on the highway. 

3 chiefly Brit : prize money in a lottery that is not won and so 
is added to the prize money of the next lottery 

roll*up /'rouljAp/ noun, pi -ups [count] : something that is 
rolled into the shape of a tube: such as a US : a food that is 
rolled up for cooking or serving b usually roll-up Brit : a 
cigarette that you roll yourself 

— roll—up adj ■ roll-up blinds 

1 rO*ly—poly /,rouli’pouli/ adj, informal : short and fat ■ a 
roly-poly man 

2 roly—poly noun, pi -lies [count, noncount] Brit : a sweet 
dough that is spread with jam, rolled up, and baked or 
steamed — called also roly-poly pudding 
ROM /'ra:m/ noun [noncount] : the part of a computer in 
which information that cannot be changed is stored — 
called also read-only memory, compare ram; see also CD- 
ROM 

ro*maine /rou'mein/ noun [noncount] US : a type of lettuce 


that has long, crisp leaves — called also (US) romaine lettuce, 
( Brit) cos lettuce ; see color picture on page C4 
1 Ro*man /'rouman/ noun, pi -mans 

1 [count] a : a person bom, raised, or living in Rome b : a 
citizen of the ancient Roman Empire 

2 roman [noncount] : letters, numbers, etc., that stand up¬ 
right instead of slanting : roman type • The type should be 
set in roman. — see picture at font 

2 Roman adj 

1 a : of or relating to Rome or the people of Rome ■ the Ro¬ 
man population ■ the Roman skyline b : of or relating to 
the ancient Roman Empire ■ a Roman emperor ■ Roman law 

2 roman : having letters, numbers, etc., that stand upright 
instead of slanting ■ These words are roman. ■ roman type 

Roman alphabet noun 

the Homan alphabet : the alphabet that was used for writ¬ 
ing Latin and that is now used for writing English and 
many other European languages 
Roman candle noun, pi ~ -dies [count] : a firework that 
is a long tube that shoots out balls or stars of fire one at a 
time 

Roman Catholic adj - belonging or relating to the Chris¬ 
tian church that is led by the pope ■ a Roman Catholic priest 
— Roman Catholic noun, pi ~ -lies [count] ■ Most of the 
people in this part of the country are Roman Catholics. 
— Roman Catholicism noun [noncount] 

1 ro-mance /rou'msens/ noun, pi -manc*es 

1 : an exciting and usually short relationship between lovers 
[count] They had a brief romance when they were younger. ■ 
a summer romance ■ They’ve ended their romance, [non¬ 
count] Their friendship blossomed into romance. ■ a tale of 
love and romance 

2 [noncount] : the feeling of being in love ■ After only three 
years together, the romance in their relationship was gone. 

3 [count] a : an exciting story often set in the past ■ a medi¬ 
eval romance b : a love story ■ She likes reading paperback 
romances. ■ an old-fashioned Hollywood romance — often 
used before another noun ■ a romance novel 

4 [noncount] a : the quality of something that makes it ex¬ 
citing and attractive ■ the romance of the old West • The nov¬ 
el evoked the romance of Paris in the 20s. b : the excite¬ 
ment or emotional attraction that people feel for something ■ 
a book about America’s romance with the open road 

2 romance verb -mances; -manced; -manc-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to have or try to have a romantic relationship with 
(someone) ■ He was always romancing younger women. ■ She 
was romanced by several wealthy young men. 

2 [+ obj] US : to give special attention to (someone) in order 
to get something that you want from that person ■ The muse¬ 
um’s director spends a lot of time romancing potential do¬ 
nors. ■ a college athlete who’s being romanced by several pro 
teams 

3 [no obj] : to talk about something in a way that makes it 
seem better than it really is ■ They were romancing about the 
past. 

Ro*mance language /rou'msens-/ noun, pi ~ -guages 

[count] : a language (such as French, Italian, or Spanish) that 
developed from Latin 

Ro-man*esque /jrouma'nesk/ adj : of or relating to a style 
of architecture that was used in Europe during the 11th and 
12th centuries and that included round arches, thick and 
heavy walls, and small windows ■ a Romanesque cathedral 
Roman nose noun, pi ~ noses [count] : a large nose that 
curves outward at the top 

Roman numeral noun, pi ~ -als [count] : one of the let¬ 
ters that were used by the ancient Romans to represent num¬ 
bers and that are still used today ■ In Roman numerals “X” is 
equal to the number 10. — compare Arabic numeral 
1 ro«man«tic /rou'msentik/ adj [more most ~] 

1 a : of, relating to, or involving love between two people ■ 
She had romantic feelings for him. ■ He had a romantic rela¬ 
tionship with a coworker. ■ Her latest movie is a romantic 
comedy. [=a comedy about two people who fall in love with 
each other] ■ His brother was having romantic troubles at the 
time. ■ She won’t discuss her romantic life with the press, b 
: making someone think of love : suitable for romance ■ a 
romantic sunset/dinner/song C : thinking about love and 
doing and saying things to show that you love someone ■ 
Why can't you be more romantic ? 

2 : not realistic or practical : not based on what is real ■ He 
has some romantic notions about life on a farm. ■ She had a 
lot of big romantic dreams of becoming an actress. 
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3 Romantic : of or relating to Romanticism : stressing or 
appealing to the emotions or imagination ■ the Romantic po¬ 
ets/movement ■ Beethoven was the first great Romantic 
composer. 

— ro-man-ti-cal-ly /rou'maentikli/ adv 9 They were roman¬ 
tically involved. [=they had a romantic/sexual relationship 
with each other] 

2 romantiC noun, pi -tics [count] 

1 : a person who thinks a lot about love and does and says 
things that show strong feelings of love for someone ■ She 
married a real romantic who brings her roses every day. 

2 : someone who is not realistic or practical : someone who 
thinks that things are better or more exciting than they real- 
ly are ■ Law school is no place for idealists and romantics. • 
She’s a hopeless/incurable romantic. 

3 Romantic : a writer, musician, or artist whose work 
stresses emotion and imagination : a writer, musician, or art¬ 
ist of Romanticism • Beethoven was the first great Romantic 
among composers. 

rCMnan-ti-Cism /rou'msenta^izam/ noun [noncount] 

1 Romanticism : a style of art, literature, etc., during the 
late 18th and early 19th centuries that emphasized the imag¬ 
ination and emotions 

2 : the quality or state of being impractical or unrealistic 
: romantic feelings or ideas * Try not to discourage the ro¬ 
manticism of college students. 

ro-man-ti-cize also Brit ro-man-ti-cise /rou'maent^saiz/ 
verb -ciz-es; -cized; -ciz-ing : to think about or describe 
something as being better or more attractive or interesting 
than it really is : to show, describe, or think about something 
in a romantic way [+ obj] The movie romanticizes [-idealiz¬ 
es] the old South. ■ He has romanticized notions of army life. 
■ a romanticized view of politics [no obj] We were romanti¬ 
cizing about the past. 

Rom-a-ny /'raimani, 'roomani/ noun, pi -nies 

1 [count] : gypsy 

2 [noncount] : the language of the Gypsies 

- Romany adj 

Ro*meo /'roumijou/ noun, pi -me-os [count] : a man who 
has many lovers or who shows strong feelings of love by do¬ 
ing romantic things ■ He was quite a Romeo when he was 
younger. 

1 romp /'ra:mp/ noun, pi romps [count] informal 

1 : an enjoyable time of rough and noisy play ■ The dogs love 
a good romp through the woods. 

2 : an easy victory • The game turned into a romp in the sec¬ 
ond half. 

3 : an enjoyable and lively movie, book, play, etc. ■ His latest 
film is a wildly amusing romp. 

4 often humorous : an act of sexual intercourse ■ a movie 
about a businessman having a romp with his secretary 

2 romp verb romps; romped; romp.ing [no obj] 

1 : to play in a rough and noisy way ■ The kids were romping 
in the yard. 

2 : to easily win a race, contest, etc. — often + to 9 The home 
team romped to a 21-6 win/victory. ■ ( chiefly Brit) He is now 
the favorite to romp home (to victory) in the upcoming elec¬ 
tion. 

3 informal : to move, go, or proceed in a quick, easy, or 
playful way — usually + through • Hundreds of fans romped 
through the streets. ■ She romped through the early rounds of 
the tournament. ■ The team romped through the season un¬ 
defeated. 

romp-er /'rcumpa>/ noun, pi -ers [count] chiefly US : a piece 
of clothing that consists of a shirt with attached pants and 
that is worn especially by children — usually plural ■ a little 
girl wearing rompers — called also (chiefly Brit) romper suit 
ron-do /'ra:ndou/ noun, pi -dos [count]: a type of music for 
instruments in which the main tune at the beginning is re¬ 
peated after each of the other tunes that are used 
1 roof /'ru:f/ noun, pi roofs [count] 

1 : the cover or top of a building, vehicle, etc. • a shingle/ 
slate/tile roof ■ The roof is leaking. ■ the roof of a car • The 
roof of the old bam collapsed. ■ We don’t have much money, 
but at least we have a roof over our heads. [=at least we have 
somewhere to live] ■ You’ll do what I say as long as you’re liv¬ 
ing under my roof- [=as long as you are living in my house] • 
They all live under the same roof. [=in the same house] ■ We 
hope to have sales and service under one roof [=at the same 
location] in the near future. — see also moonroof, sun¬ 
roof 

2 : the top of the inside of a tunnel, cave, etc. 


3 : the top of the inside of your mouth ■ He bit into a hot 
slice of pizza and burned the roof of his mouth. 
go through the roof informal 1 : to become very angry or 
upset • When they realized he’d lied to them, his parents 
went through the roof. 2 : to rise to a very high level ■ Sales 
of their new CD have gone through the roof, 
hit the roof see 1 hit 

raise the roof informal: to make a lot of noise by playing 
music, celebrating, shouting, etc. • The crowd raised the 
roof when the winning goal was scored. ■ His mother raised 
the roof when he came home late. 
through the roof chiefly US, informal : at an extremely high 
level • Ticket prices are through the roof. 

— roof-less /'ruiflas/ adj 9 a roofless stadium 

2 roof verb roofs; roofed; roof-ing [+ obj] : to cover (some¬ 
thing, such as a building) with a roof — often + over or in 9 
We roofed over/in the patio. — often used as (be) roofed 9 Our 
house is roofed with asphalt shingles. 

— roofed /'ruift/ adj 9 a roofed front porch ■ XhaXch-roofed 
houses 

roof-er fru.izr/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who builds 
or repairs roofs 

roof-ing /'ru:fii ~)/noun [noncount] 

1 : material that is used for building or repairing a roof ■ as¬ 
phalt shingles used for roofing 

2 : the work of building or repairing roofs ■ He did some 
roofing in the summer. • a roofing contractor 

roof-line /'ru:f,lain/ noun, pi -lines [count] : the outline or 
outer edge of a roof 

roof rack noun, pi racks [count] : a frame that is at¬ 
tached to the roof of a vehicle and that is used for holding 
luggage, bicycles, skiS, etc. 

roof-top /'ru:f|ta:p/ noun, pi -tops [count] : the upper sur¬ 
face of a roof ■ They have a garden on the rooftop of the 
apartment building. • He wanted to shout from the rooftops 
when he got the job. — often used before another noun ■ a 
rooftop television antenna ■ a rooftop garden 
rook /'ruk/ noun, pi rooks [count] 

1 : a large, black European bird that is related to the crow 

2 : a piece in the game of chess that looks like a castle tower 
: castle — see picture at chess 

rook-ie /'ruki/ noun, pi -ies [count] chiefly US 

1 : a first-year player in a professional sport • There are three 
rookies in the starting lineup. — often used before another 
noun ■ a rookie quarterback * This is his rookie season. [=his 
first season playing] 

2 : a person who has just started a job or activity and has lit¬ 
tle experience : beginner ■ an experienced policeman 
whose partner is a rookie — often used before another noun 
■ a rookie cop 

1 room /'ruim/ noun, pi rooms 

1 [count] a : a part of the inside of a building that is divided 
from other areas by walls and a door and that has its own 
floor and ceiling • Cigarette smoke filled the room. ■ I could 
hear the TV from the next room. 9 The salesman went into 
the back room [=a room in the back of a building] to get an¬ 
other pair of shoes for me to try. b : a room in a house, ho¬ 
tel, etc., where someone sleeps ■ a double room [=a room in a 
hotel where two people can sleep] • Go to your room] 9 He 
rents rooms to college students. — see also bedroom, 
GUEST ROOM 

2 [noncount] : space that is used for something ■ We’re run¬ 
ning out of room in the office. ■ The sofa takes up too much 
room. - In the backyard there is enough room to run and 
play. ■ Is there enough room to turn the car around? ■ 
There’s only room for five people in the car. ■ Don’t eat too 
much. You should leave some room for dessert. ■ There’s no 
more room on the computer disk to save the file. • Can we 
maks/flnd room in the garage for the bicycles? — see also 
ELBOW ROOM, HEADROOM, LEGROOM, STANDING ROOM 

3 [singular] : the people in a room ■ The whole room 
cheered/applauded. 

4 [noncount] : the possibility for something to happen or ex¬ 
ist — often + for 9 There is room for improvement in your es¬ 
say. [=your essay is not as good as it could be] • There is no 
room for doubt about his guilt. [=his guilt is certain] 

5 rooms [plural] Brit, old-fashioned : apartment • I visited 
his rooms in London. 

2 room verb rooms; roomed; room-ing [no obj] US : to live 
in a room, apartment, or house with another person — + to¬ 
gether or with 9 We roomed together in college. [=we were 
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roommates in college] ■ He roomed with his brother for sev¬ 
eral years. 

room and board noun [noncount] chiefly US : a place to 
stay with meals provided and included in the price ■ We paid 
$50 (for) room and board. [=( chiefly Brit) bed and board] 
room-er /'ru:ma-/ noun, pi -ers [count] US : a person who 
pays rent to live in a house with its owner 
roonvful /'ruimfgl/ noun, pi room-fuls /'ruimfslz/ also 
rooms-ful /'ruimzfal/ [count] : the amount of people or 
things that are in a room — usually + o/- a roomful of strang¬ 
ers ■ A roomful of wiring and circuits can now be reduced to 
a tiny computer chip. 

room-ie /'ru:mi/ noun, pi -ies [count] US, informal: room¬ 
mate ■ She was my roomie in college, 
rooming house noun, pi houses [count] US : a house 
where rooms with furniture are rented to people to live in ■ 
After losing his job, he moved to a cheap rooming house. 
room-mate / , ni:m l meit//iow/i,p/ -mates [count]: a person 
who shares a room, apartment, or house with someone else ■ 
She was my college roommate. - We were roommates in col¬ 
lege. 

room service noun [noncount] : the service that is provid¬ 
ed to hotel guests so that they can have food, drinks, etc., 
brought to their rooms ■ Room service is available. ■ He or¬ 
dered a meal from room service. ■ She called room service. 
room temperature noun [noncount] : a comfortable tem¬ 
perature that is not too hot or too cold ■ Store the wine at 
room temperature. 

roomy /'ru:mi/ adj room-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 
: having plenty of space or room ■ The car was roomy [spa¬ 
cious] inside. 

— room-i-ness noun [noncount] ■ the roominess of the car 
1 roost /'ru:st/ noun, pi roosts [count] : a place where birds 
rest or sleep 

rule the roost informal : to have the most control or au¬ 
thority in a group ■ In my small elementary school, bullies 
ruled the roost. 

2 roost verb roosts; roost.ed; roost-ing [no obj] of a bird 
: to rest or sleep somewhere ■ Pigeons roost on the building’s 
ledge. 

come home to roost If something from your past comes 
home to roost or yourSthe chickens come home to roost, 
you experience problems that you deserve because they 
are caused by your past actions or are like the problems 
you have caused for other people. ■ Her bad decisions are 
coming home to roost. ■ He’s been cheating people for years 
but now the chickens are (finally) coming home to roost. 
[=he is getting what he deserves] 
roost*er /'ruista 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] chiefly US : an adult 
male chicken ■ We heard the crow of a rooster. — called also 
cock; compare hen 
1 root /'ru:t/ noun, pi roots 

1 [count] : the part of a plant that grows underground, gets 
water from the ground, and holds the plant in place ■ Elm 
trees have shallow roots. • Pull weeds up by the roots so that 
they don’t grow back. — see color picture on page C6 

2 [count]: the part of a tooth, hair, fingernail, etc., that is at¬ 
tached to the body ■ You can tell that she dyes her hair 
blonde because her dark roots are showing. 

3 [count] a : the cause or source of something — usually 
singular ■ He believes that money is the root of all evil. 
[=money causes people to do bad things] ■ We need to get to 
the root of the problem. = We need to get to the root cause of 
the problem. ■ Simple greed was at the root of the robbery. 
[=was the reason for the robbery] b : the origin of some¬ 
thing — usually plural ■ Rock-and-roll music has its roots in 
blues music. [=rock-and-roll music originated/developed 
from blues music] 

4 roots [plural] a : the family history of a person or a 
group of people ■ They have traced their roots [-ancestry] 
back several generations, b : a special connection to some¬ 
thing — + in ■ She’s a dedicated teacher with roots in the 
community. ■ His family has roots in the New York theater 
scene. ■ a novelist with roots deep in Southern life — see also 
GRASS ROOTS 

5 [count] mathematics : a number that is multiplied by itself 
a certain number of times to produce another number ■ 2 is 
the 4th root of 16. [=2 x2x2x2 = 16] — see also CUBE 

ROOT, SQUARE ROOT 

6 [count] : a word from which other words are formed ■ 
“Butler” and “bottle” come from the same Latin root. ■ 
“Hold” is the root of “holder.” 


put down roots : to become a member of a community and 
begin to feel that it is your home : to settle and live in one 
place ■ The family put down roots in New England. [=they 
made New England their home] 
root and branch chiefly Brit 1 : complete or thorough ■ a 
root and branch overhaul of local schools 2 : completely 
or thoroughly ■ The laws were reformed root and branch, 
take root 1 of a plant : to grow and develop roots ■ There 
isn’t enough time for the grass to take root before winter. 
2 : to begin to develop ■ The classroom should be a place 
where creativity can take root and flourish. • It was years 
before democratic ideals took root in that part of the world. 
2 root verb roots; root*ed; root.ing 

1 of a plant a [no obj] : to grow and develop roots ■ The 
plants had difficulty rooting in the poor soil, b [+ obj] : to 
make (a plant) grow and develop roots ■ She rooted the seed¬ 
lings in pots before planting them in the garden. ■ The lichen 
rooted itself to the rock. ■ The lichen was rooted to the rock. 

2 [+ obj] : to make (someone) unable to move ■ Fear rooted 
me to my chair. — usually used as (be) rooted ■ I was rooted 
to my chair by/with fear. 

root in [phrasal verb] root (something) in (something) : to 
form, make, or develop (something) by using (something) 
as a basis ■ He roots his art in reality. [=bases his art on the 
real world] — usually used as (be) rooted in - His art is root¬ 
ed in reality. ■ Her opinions are deeply rooted in her faith. ■ 
a dance rooted in African tradition 

— compare 3 root, 4 root 

3 root verb roots; rooted; rooting [no obj ] 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to search for 
something by moving around or by turning things over ■ We 
rooted through the desk drawers for the phone bill. ■ She 
rooted around in her purse to find her keys. ■ I think I’ll root 
around for some leftovers in the fridge. 

2 of animals : to look for food under the ground by digging 
with the nose : grub • a rooting pig 

root out [phrasal verb] root (something or someone) out or 
root out (something or someone) 1 : to find and remove 
(something or someone) ■ The mayor was determined to 
root out corruption in city government. 2 : to find (some¬ 
thing or someone) after searching for a long time ■ He fi¬ 
nally rooted out the cause of the problem. 

— compare 2 root, 4 root 
4 root verb roots; rooted; rooting 

root for [phrasal verb] root for (someone or something) ; to 
express or show support for (a person, a team, etc.) ■ They 
always root for the home team. ■ We’re rooting for the un¬ 
derdog. : to hope for the success of (someone or some¬ 
thing) ■ Remember that we’re all rooting for you. [=we all 
want to see you succeed] 

root on [phrasal verb] root (someone or something) on US 
: to help (someone or something) to win or succeed by ex¬ 
pressing or showing strong support ■ The team is playing 
for the championship tomorrow, and thousands of fans 
will be there to root them on. ■ Her friends and family were 
there to root her on to victory. 

— compare 2 root, 3 root 

— root-er /'ru:ta-/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

root beer noun, pi beers [count, noncount] : a sweet, 
brown drink that is flavored with roots and herbs and that 
contains bubbles ■ a bottle of root beer 
root canal noun, pi -nals [count] : a dental procedure to 
save a tooth by removing the diseased or injured tissue in its 
root ■ I need to have a root canal. 
root Cellar noun, pi -lars [count] chiefly US : a room or 
large hole in the ground where vegetables (such as potatoes 
and carrots) are kept 

root-leSS /'ruitlas/ adj : having no home or connection to a 
place ■ He was leading a rootless existence. ■ a rootless drifter 

— root-less-ness noun [noncount] 

root vegetable noun, pi ~ -tables [count] : a vegetable 
(such as a carrot or potato) that grows under the ground 
1 rope /'roup/ noun, pi ropes 

1 : a strong, thick string that is made by twisting many thin 
strings or fibers together [count] Tie the end of the rope to 
the post. ■ She made a knot in the rope, [noncount] a six-foot 
length of rope • We used rope to tie down the furniture in the 
trailer. ■ The hostages were tied up with rope. — see also 
JUMP ROPE, SKIPPING ROPE, TIGHTROPE, TOWROPE 

2 [count] : a string on which a number of similar things are 
held together ■ a rope of pearls 
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3 the ropes : the special way things are done at a particular 
place or in a particular activity ■ The veteran cop showed the 
rookie the ropes. • It will take a few weeks for new employees 
to learn the ropes. ■ someone who knows the ropes 

4 the ropes : a fence made of rope that encloses a boxing or 
wrestling ring ■ The boxer was pushed back against the ropes, 
jump/skip rope US : to jump over a rope that is being 

swung near the ground for exercise or as a game ■ He 
jumps rope to warm up before the game. ■ The kids are out¬ 
side jumping rope, 
money for old rope see money 

on the ropes informal : in a very bad position or situation 
: very close to failure or defeat ■ The company is on the 
ropes and in danger of closing. 
the end of your rope see ‘end 
2 rope verb ropes; roped; rop-ing [+ obj] 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to bind, fas¬ 
ten, or tie (something or someone) with a rope ■ The dog was 
roped to the fence. ■ The boats were roped together at the 
dock. ■ Mountain climbers often rope themselves together 
for safety. 

2 chiefly US : to catch (an animal) by throwing a circle of 
rope around it: lasso ■ He tried to rope the calf. 

3 informal : to use clever or tricky methods to get (someone) 
to do something — + in or into ■ I didn’t want to go to the 
party, but my friends somehow roped me in. • My friends 
roped me into going to the party. ■ I always seem to get roped 
into driving. 

rope off \phrasal verb 1 rope off (something) or rope (some¬ 
thing) off : to separate (an area) from another area with 
rope ■ The police roped off the street for the summer festi¬ 
val. ■ Part of the exhibit had been roped off. 
rope ladder noun, pi ~ -ders [count] : a ladder that has 
short pieces (called rungs) which are held between two long 
ropes 

ropy also rop-ey /'roupi/ adj rop-i-er; -est [also more 
most ~] 

1 : similar to rope : like rope in appearance ■ ropy noodles/ 
vines 

2 Brit, informal a : in bad condition ■ a ropy [=worn\ suit 
: of bad quality ■ ropy [= shoddy\ plumbing b : ill or unwell ■ 
The passengers looked a bit ropy after the bumpy flight 

TO—ro /'rou,rou/ noun, pi ro—ros [count] Brit : a ship that is 
designed and equipped to allow vehicles (such as cars or 
tanks) to be driven on and off 4- Ro-ro is an abbreviation of 
“roll on, roll off.” 

Ror-schach test /'roa^Jcuk-/ noun, pi ~ tests [count] 
technical : a personality and intelligence test in which some¬ 
one looks at ink blots of different shapes and then describes 
what the shapes look like 
ro-sa-ry /'rouzsri/ noun, pi -ries 

1 [count] : a string of beads that are used by Roman Catho¬ 
lics for counting prayers 

2 the Rosary : a set of Roman Catholic prayers that are re¬ 
peated in a specific order ■ recite/say the Rosary 

1 rose past tense o/ 1 rise 
2 rose /'rouz/ noun, pi ros-es 

1 [count] : a flower with a sweet smell that is usually white, 
yellow, red, or pink and that grows on a bush which has 
thorns on the stems ■ a bouquet of roses ■ He sent a dozen red 
roses to his girlfriend on Valentine’s Day. — see color pic¬ 
ture on page C6; see also bed of roses 

2 [noncount] : a slightly purplish-pink color — see color pic¬ 
ture on page C3 

come out/up smelling like a rose or come out/up smell¬ 
ing like/of roses informal : to have success or good for¬ 
tune in a situation in which you were likely to fail, be 
harmed, etc. ■ The scandal forced several board members 
to resign, but the chairman came out smelling like a rose. 
[=the chairman’s reputation was not damaged at all] 
coming up roses informal : turning out to be good • Now 
that he finally has a job, everything’s coming up roses for 
him. [=many good things are happening in his life] 

(stop and) smell the roses informal : to stop being busy 
and enjoy the pleasant things in life • You shouldn’t work 
so hard. You need to take some time to stop and smell the 
roses. 

wake up and smell the roses see ‘wake 
ro-se /rou'zei, Brit 'raozei/ noun, pi -ses [count, noncount] 
: wine that has a pink color 

ro-se-ate /'rouzijst/ adj, literary : having a pink color ■ a 
bird with roseate feathers 


rose-bud /'rouz,bAd/ noun, pi -buds [count] : the flower of 
a rose that has not opened : the bud of a rose 
rose-bush /'rouz^ujy noun, pi -bush-es [count] : a bush 
that produces roses 

rose-col-ored ( US ) or Brit rose-col-oured /'rouz- 
^Alad/ adJ 

1 : having a pink color ■ a rose-colored wine 

2 : tending to think of thingi as being better than they really 
are ■ They always take a rose-colored view of the problem. •$- 
If you see or view something through rose-colored glasses/ 
spectacles, you think of it as being better than it really is. ■ 
He looks at the world through rose-colored glasses. [=he 
looks at the world in an overly optimistic way] 

rose hip noun, pi ~ hips [count] : a small fruit that grows 
on some rosebushes 

rose-mary /'rouz,meri/ noun [noncount] : an herb that has 
a sweet smell and that is used in cooking and perfumes ■ The 
recipe calls for a tablespoon of rosemary. — see color pic¬ 
ture on page C6 

rose-tinted /'rouz,tintsd/ adj : rose-colored 
ro-sette /rou'zet/ noun, pi -settes [count] 

1 : a badge or ornament that is made of ribbon and folded in 
the shape of a rose 

2 : a design shaped like a rose that is used as a decoration ■ a 
rosette of chocolate frosting ■ Rosettes are carved in the base 
of the statue. 

rose Water noun [noncount] : liquid made from roses that 
has a pleasant smell and is used as a perfume or flavoring 
rose window noun, pi ~ -dows [count] : a circular win¬ 
dow in a church that is made from stained glass with a deco¬ 
rative pattern 

rOSe-WOOd /'rouz,wud/ noun [noncount] : the hard, dark, 
red wood of some tropical trees that is used especially for 
making furniture and musical instruments 
Rosh Ha-sha-nah Arajhs'/ams/ noun [noncount] : the 
Jewish New Year observed as a religious holiday in Septem¬ 
ber or October 

rOS-in /'ra:zn/ noun [noncount] : a hard and slightly sticky 
substance that has various uses (such as to make the bows of 
violins and similar instruments move more easily across the 
strings) — compare resin 
1 ros-ter /'rcusta 1 / noun, pi -ters [count] 

1 a : a list of the people or things that belong to a particular 
group, team, etc. ■ His name has been added to the team ros¬ 
ter. ■ a membership roster b US : a group of people or 
things whose names are included on a roster ■ The team has 
a roster of 40 players. 

2 : a list that shows the order in which a job or duty is to be 
done by the members of a group ■ a duty roster 

2 roster verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing [+ obj] Brit : to include 
(someone) on a roster of people who will be doing work ■ He 
was rostered for extra duty. 

ros-trum /'raistrsm/ noun, pi ros-trums or ros-tra 

/’raistra/ [count] formal : a small raised platform on a stage 
rosy /‘rouzi/ adj ros-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : having a pink color ■ rosy cheeks/peaches 

2 : having or producing hope for success or happiness in the 
future • A young man with a rosy [= promising ] future. ■ She 
has a rosy [=optimistic] outlook on life. * He painted a rosy 
picture of the company’s future. [=he made the company’s 
future sound very good] 

1 rot /'ra:t/ verb rots; rot-ted; rot-ting : to slowly decay or 
cause (something) to decay [no obj] The wood had rotted 
away. ■ The apples were left to rot. ■ the smell of rotting gar¬ 
bage — often used figuratively ■ He was left to rot in jail. 
[=he was left in jail for a very long time] ■ I hope he rots in 
he//! [+ obj] Eating too much candy can rot your teeth. — 
sometimes used figuratively ■ Too much TV will rot your 
brain, synonyms see ‘decay 
2 rot noun [noncount] 

1 : the process of rotting or the condition that results when 
something rots ■ They found a lot of rot in the house’s roof. 
— often used figuratively ■ moral rot ■ (chiefly Brit) The rot 
set in [=things started getting really bad] when the factory 
closed down. ■ (Brit) The team stopped the rot [=stopped 
things from getting worse] with a 5-0 win last night. — see 
also DRY ROT 

2 informal + somewhat old-fashioned : foolish words or ideas 
: nonsense ■ That’s a lot of rot\ • all that rot 

ro-ta /'roots/ noun, pi -tas [count] Brit : a list that shows who 
must do a certain job ■ a rota of housekeeping duties 
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RO-tar>i>an /rou'terijan/ noun, pi -ans [count ] : a member 
of a Rotary Club 

1 ro-ta-ry /'routari/ acjj, always used before a noun 

1 : turning around a central point like a wheel • a rotary 
blade ■ the rotary action of the wheel 

2 : having a part that turns around a central point like a 
wheel ■ an old-fashioned rotary phone [=a phone with a dial 
that turns around a central point] 

2 rotary noun, pi -ries [count] US : traffic circle 
Rotary Club noun, pi ~ Clubs [count] : an international 
organization of businesspeople who raise money to help the 
sick or poor in their local area 

ro-tate /'rou,teit, Brit rau'teit/ verb -tates; -tat-ed; -tat-ing 

1 : to move or turn in a circle [no obj] As the gear rotates, it 
turns the other gears. ■ The Earth rotates on its axis. ■ The 
planets rotate around the sun. ■ a rotating propeller [+ obj] 
The software allows you to rotate images. • Rotate the sheet 
of paper 90 degrees. 

2 : to regularly change the person who does a particular job 
so that all the members of a group do it at different times [+ 
obj] The staff rotates the weekend shift, [no obj] We rotate — 
she does the dishes one week; I do them the next. ■ The work 
is done by volunteers on a rotating basis. [=the volunteers 
take turns doing the work] 

3 : to regularly change the place or position of things or peo¬ 
ple so that each takes the place of another [+ obj] You 
should rotate your car’s tires once a year. ■ (US) The soldier 
was rotated home after six months. [=the soldier was sent 
home after six months and another soldier took his place] 
[no obj] The seasons rotate. 

4 [+ obj] : to regularly change (crops grown on one piece of 
land) to make sure the soil stays healthy ■ They rotate alfalfa 
and/with corn. [=grow alfalfa one year and com the next] 

— ro-tat-able Aouiteitobal, Brit rau'teitabal/ adj ■ a rotat¬ 
able platform 

rO*ta*tion /rou'tei/an/ noun, pi -tlons 

1 a [noncount] : the act or process of moving or turning 
around a central point • the rotation of the Earth around its 
axis ■ the rotation of the Moon around the Earth b [count] 
: a complete turn around a central point ■ The Earth makes 
one rotation every day. 

2 a [noncount] : the act of regularly changing something by 
replacing it with something else ■ crop rotation ■ Alfalfa and 
com are planted In rotation, b : the act of regularly chang¬ 
ing the place or position of things or people so that each 
takes the place of another [noncount] the rotation of the job 
of club president [count] The car needs a tire rotation. 

3 [count] US : the group of people who take turns doing 
something ■ Where are we in the rotation ? [=when is it our 
turn?] ■ (baseball) The team has a good (starting) rotation. 
[=group of pitchers who start games] 

— ro-ta-tlon-al /rou'teijan]/ adj, always used before a noun, 
technical ■ the rotational axis ■ rotational motion 

ro-ta-tor cuff /'rou^eita 1 -/ noun, pi ~ cuffs [count] chiefly 
US, medical : a group of muscles and tendons that are 
around your shoulder and that allow it to move in all direc¬ 
tions 

ROTC AaayxVr.'si:, 'rcctsi/ noun [noncount] US : a military 
program that provides training and financial assistance for 
college students who become officers in the military at the 
end of the program ■ He joined (the) ROTC. ■ ROTC training 
begins tomorrow. ROTC is an abbreviation of “Reserve 
Officers’ Training Corps.” 

rote /'rout/ noun [noncount] : the process of learning some¬ 
thing by repeating it many times without thinking about it or 
fully understanding it • The children learned the words to the 
poem by rote. 

— rote adj, always used before a noun ■ rote learn ing/memo- 
rization 

ro*tis«Ser«ie /rou'tisari/ noun, pi -les [count] : a piece of 
equipment that turns meat over a source of heat so that it 
cooks on all sides ■ a chicken cooked on a rotisserie - a rotis- 
serie chicken 

ro-tor /'route/ noun, pi -tors [count] technical : a part of a 
machine that turns around a central point ■ the rotor (blade) 
of a helicopter • brake rotors 
1 rot-ten /'raitri/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : having rotted or decayed and no longer able to be used, 
eaten, etc. ■ rotten wood ■ rotten teeth ■ rotten eggs ■ The ba¬ 
nanas went rotten. — sometimes used figuratively • The 
whole political system is rotten. [= corrupt ] 

2 informal a : very bad or unpleasant ■ What rotten [ =lousy ] 


luck! ■ They did a rotten job. ■ We played a rotten game. [=we 
did not play well] ■ What rotten weather we’re having, b not 
used before a noun : not well or healthy ■ I feel rotten today. 
C not used before a noun : not happy or pleased • I feel rotten 
[=1 feel guilty; I am upset] about what I said, d : not moral¬ 
ly good : not honest, kind, etc. ■ He was a rotten husband. 
[=he was not a very good husband] ■ She’s rotten to the core. 
[=she’s a very bad person; she’s a very dishonest person] 

— see also rotten apple at apple 

3 always used before a noun, informal — used for emphasis 
when you are angry ■ You can keep your rotten money! 

— rot*ten*ness /'ra.tonas I noun [noncount] 

2 rotten adv, informal 

1 : very badly or poorly ■ He treats her rotten. 

2 : very much ■ (Brit) He fancies you (something) rotten. 
[=he likes you very much] ■ Those kids were spoiled rotten 
by their mother. 

rot-ter /'ra:te/ noun, pi -ters [count] Brit, informal + old- 
fashioned : a very bad person ■ a selfish rotter 
Rott-wei-ler /Vart,waite/ noun, pi -lers [count] : a type of 
large dog that is often used as a guard dog — see picture at 
DOG 

ro-tlind /rou'tAnd/ adj [more —; most ~] literary + humorous 
: fat and round • a rotund face ■ a short, rotund man 

— ro-tun-dl-ty/rou'tAndati/woww [noncount] 
ro-tun-da /rou'tAnda/ noun, pi -das [count] : a large, round 

room and especially one covered by a dome ■ We stood in¬ 
side the rotunda of the U.S. Capitol Building, 
rouble chiefly Brit spelling of RUBLE 

rouge /'ru: 3 / noun [noncount] old-fashioned : a red powder 
or cream that is used to make your cheeks pinker ■ She was 
wearing too much rouge. 

— rouged /'ru^d/ adj ■ rouged ladies ■ heavily rouged 
cheeks 

1 rough /'r\U adj rough-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : having a surface that is not even ■ rough tree bark ■ a cat’s 
rough tongue ■ He trimmed the rough edge of the paper. ■ We 
traveled over rough dirt roads. ■ They hiked through rough 
terrain/country. — opposite SMOOTH 

2 : having or causing sudden, violent movements • a rough 
[-bumpy] ride on an old wooden roller coaster ■ We were a 
bit shaken from the plane’s rough landing. — opposite 
SMOOTH 

3 somewhat informal : difficult or unpleasant to deal with ■ 
She’s had a rough [ =tough ] life/year/time. ■ He went through 
a rough patch/period after his divorce. ■ They’ve hit a few 
rough spots in their marriage. ■ Despite a rough start, the 
team won more games this season than last. ■ I had a rough 
night last night. [=1 did not sleep well] ■ It was rough going 
[=things were difficult] for a while. ■ Our ancestors had it 
rough [=had a difficult existence] compared to us. ■ He’s hav¬ 
ing a rough time (of It). = He’s going through a rough time. 
[=he is having a difficult time; his life has been difficult re¬ 
cently] 

4 : not calm : having large waves, strong winds, storms, etc. ■ 
The sea is rough today. ■ rough waters off the coast ■ We ran 
into some rough [=stormy] weather. 

5 : not gentle or careful : causing or likely to cause harm or 
injury ■ These dishes are not made to withstand rough han¬ 
dling. ■ The prisoners complained about rough treatment by 
the guards. ■ She says the kids are too rough [=rowdy] when 
they play. ■ He doesn’t like rough sports like hockey. ■ All 
right kids—no rough stuff. [=no behaving or playing in a 
rough way] ■ Don’t be so rough on them [=don’t punish or 
criticize them so harshly] for making a mistake. 

6 : having a lot of crime or danger ■ I live in a pretty rough 
neighborhood/area. 

7 : made or done in a way that is simple or that needs fur¬ 
ther changes, improvements, etc. - He made a rough sketch 
of the house. • They built a rough [=crude] shelter out of 
branches. ■ He submitted a rough draft of the article. ■ The 
project still has a few rough edges. [=the project still has a 
few things that need to be changed or finished] ■ The design 
is still a bit rough around the edges • 

8 always used before a noun \ not precise or exact : not in¬ 
cluding all the details • If I were to make a rough guess, I 
might say there were 100,000 people at the parade. ■ a rough 
translation of a Chinese proverb • This sketch will give you a 
rough idea of what the house looks like. 

9 : having a harsh sound ■ She has a rough voice. 

10 Brit, informal : not well ■ I’m feeling too rough to go out 
tonight. 
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— rough-ness noun [noncount] ■ the roughness of the waves 

■ surfaces with varying degrees of roughness and smooth¬ 
ness 

2 rough adv 

1 : in a rough way ■ The engine is running a little rough. ■ 
Life has been treating her pretty rough. ■ He plays rough 
with the dog. 

2 Brit : outside and without shelter ■ people llvlng/sleeplng 
rough on the streets 

3 rough noun, pi roughs 

1 the rough golf : an area on a golf course covered with tall 
grass that makes it difficult to hit the ball ■ He hit his drive 
into the rough. 

2 [count] : something (such as a drawing) that is done quick¬ 
ly and is not detailed or finished ■ He showed me a few 
roughs of the new building. 

3 [count] informal + old-fashioned : a person who is loud and 
violent ■ a gang of roughs [=rowdies, hoodlums] 

In rough Brit : in an unfinished form • The plans were done 
in rough for preapproval. 

In the rough chiefly US : in an unfinished or rough state ■ 
Some of the turquoise is polished and some is in the rough. 
[=not polished] ■ He admired the beauty of nature in the 
rough. — see also diamond in the rough 
take the rough with the smooth chiefly Brit : to accept and 
deal with the bad or unpleasant things that happen in addi¬ 
tion to the good or pleasant things ■ In this business, you 
have to learn to take the rough with the smooth. 

4 rough verb roughs; roughed; rough-ing [+ obj] American 
football + ice hockey : to hit (a player) very hard in a way that 
is not allowed by the rules ■ He was called for roughing the 
kicker/passer. 

rough In [phrasal verb] rough (something) in or rough in 
(something) : to make a rough or unfinished version of 
(something, such as a design) as the first step in creating 
the finished version ■ Rough in the lettering on your poster. 

■ He roughed in the frame of the new door. 

rough It informal : to live usually for a short time without 
the normal things that make life comfortable ■ She was 
roughing it in the wilderness. 

rough out [phrasal verb] rough (something) out or rough out 
(something) : to make (something, such as a drawing or a 
list) quickly and without including all the details ■ We’ll 
rough out a general plan. 

rough up [phrasal verb] rough (someone) up or rough up 
(someone) informal : to hit and hurt (someone) ■ The pris¬ 
oner claimed that he was roughed up by the guards. 

rough-age /'rAficfe/ noun [noncount] : plant material that 
cannot be digested but that helps you to digest other food 

: FIBER 

rough—and—ready /,rAf3n'redi/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not complete but good enough to be used ■ a rough-and- 
ready solution/method 

2 : not having polite manners or fancy skills but ready and 
able to do what needs to be done ■ rough-and-ready soldiers 

rough—and—tum-ble ArAfsn'tAmbsl I adj, always used be¬ 
fore a noun [more most ~] 

1 : disorderly, loud, and rough ■ a rough-and-tumble group 
of soccer fans ■ a rough-and-tumble game 

2 : very competitive and aggressive ■ the rough-and-tumble 
world of politics ■ a rough-and-tumble competitor 

— rough-and-tumble noun [noncount] ■ the rough-and- 
tumble of our neighborhood soccer games ■ She joined the 
rough-and-tumble of politics. 

rough diamond noun, pi ~ -monds [count] Brit ; dia¬ 
mond IN THE ROUGH 1 

rough-edged /^APecfed/ adj : having a rough quality : not 
smooth or refined ■ rough-edged blues music ■ rough-edged 
writing 

rough-en /'rAfsn/ verb -ens; -ened; -en-ing : to become 
rough or cause (something) to become rough [+ obj] Rough¬ 
en the surface with a file before you apply the glue. ■ Her 
hands were roughened by years of hard work, [no obf] Age 
caused his skin to roughen. 

rough-hewn /'rAfhjuin /adj 

1 : having a rough and uneven surface ■ rough-hewn ceiling 
beams 

2 : not polite or educated ■ a rough-hewn peasant 
rough-house /'rAf.haus/ verb -hous-es; -housed; 

-hous-lng [no obj] US, informal : to play in a rough and 
noisy way ■ The kids were roughhousing in the living room. 

rouah-lv /wii/ adv 


1 : not exactly but close in number, quality, meaning, etc. ■ 
Roughly translated, it means “hurry up!” ■ The new product 
is modeled roughly on an earlier design. ■ Roughly [approxi¬ 
mately] 20 percent of our land is farmland. 

2 [more most ~] a : in a way that is not gentle or careful 

■ He threw the package roughly in the truck. ■ The guard told 
us roughly that we had to stand back. ■ He pushed her rough¬ 
ly. b : in a very simple or basic way ■ a roughly [=crudely] 
built shelter • roughly sketched drawings C : in a way that 
produces a rough surface ■ roughly cut timber 

rough-neck /'rAf,nek/ noun, pi -necks [count] chiefly US, 
informal 

1 : someone who behaves in a rough, rude, or aggressive 
way ■ a town overrun by roughnecks 

2 : someone who works on an oil rig or at an oil well 
rough paper noun [noncount] Brit : scrap paper 
rough-shod /'rAfJard/ adv : without thinking or caring 

about the opinions, rights, or feelings of others * They ac¬ 
cused the government of riding roughshod over internation¬ 
al law. [=of completely ignoring international law] ■ (US) He 
achieved success by ruthlessly running roughshod over any¬ 
one who got in his way. 

rou-lette /ru'let/ noun [noncount] : a game in which a small 
ball is dropped onto a numbered wheel that is spinning and 
players bet on which numbered section the ball will rest in 

— see also Russian rouletpe 

1 round /'raund/ adj round.er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : shaped like a circle or ball ■ The Earth is round. ■ little 
round meatballs ■ a round table ■ The baby has a round face. ■ 
the owl’s big, round eyes 

2 : shaped like a cylinder ■ a round peg 

3 : having curves rather than angles ■ He has round shoul¬ 
ders. - a shirt with a round collar ■ The comers are round. ■ 
the plant’s round leaves 

4 : slightly fat : plump ■ a large, round man ■ his big, round 
belly 

5 always used before a noun a A round number is a whole 
number that often ends in 0 or 5 and that is used instead of a 
more exact number. • The total actually came to $33.02, but 
the cashier made it a round $33. ■ In round numbers/figures, 
the cost of the project adds up to two million dollars. ■ “How 
much do you want for it?” “How about 50 dollars? That’s a 
nice round number .” b : exact or complete ■ a round dozen/ 
million 

— round-ness /'raundnas/ noun [noncount ] ■ the perfect 
roundness of the stone 

2 round adv 

1 chiefly Brit : around 

2 : from beginning to end ■ The bush stays green all year 
round. [=stays green throughout the entire year] — see also 
YEAR-ROUND 

3 round noun, pi rounds 

1 [count] a : one of a series of similar events — often + of m 
A new round of negotations is scheduled to begin next week. 

■ Her second round of chemotherapy recently ended, b : a 
series of similar actions, events, or things — usually + of ■ 
She prepared herself for a round of appearances on television 
and radio shows. ■ an endless round ^"business meetings C 
: a regular series of activities — usually + of ■ my usual 
round of chores 

2 rounds [plural] : a series of regular or similar visits or 
stops ■ The doctor is on her rounds at the hospital. = (US) 
The doctor is making/doing her rounds at the hospital. [=the 
doctor is visiting the different patients she sees every day at 
the hospital] ■ (US) She made the rounds of the stores [=she 
went to many different stores] looking for bargains. 

3 : a route that is regularly covered as part of a job [plural] 
(chiefly US) The mailman was on his rounds, [count] (Brit) 
The postman was on his round. 

4 [count] a : a stage of a sports competition in which each 
player or team plays against an opponent and the winner is 
allowed to continue to the next stage ■ The team made it to 
the final round of the play-offs. ■ He made it to the next 
round, b : one of the three-minute periods into which a 
boxing match is divided ■ The match lasted five rounds. C 
: a complete set of holes played in golf : 18 holes of golf ■ a 
round of golf 

5 [count] : a number of drinks that are served at the same 
time to each person in a group ■ I’ll buy the next round (of 
drinks). 

6 [singular] : a usually short period of applause, cheering, 
etc. ■ The winner got a huge round of applause. 
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7 [count] a : a shot fired from a weapon ■ Several rounds 
were fired, b : a bullet for one shot ■ There was only one 
round left in the gun. 

8 [count] music : a song in which three or more singers sing 
the same melody and words but start at different times 

9 [count] : a round shape ■ Cut the carrots into rounds. 
[=round slices] ■ a round [= wheel] of cheese 

10 [count] Brit a : a whole slice of bread or toast b : a 
sandwich that is made with two whole slices of bread — usu¬ 
ally + of • a round of ham sandwich [=a ham sandwich] 

in the round 1 : in a position that allows something to be 
seen from all sides ■ a sculpture in the round 2 : with a 
center stage surrounded by an audience ■ The play was 
presented in the round. ■ a theater in the round 
make the rounds ( US ) or chiefly Brit do/go the rounds 
When a rumor, a piece of news, etc. makes/does/goes the 
rounds, it is passed from one person to another person and 
becomes widely known. ■ Rumors about his resigning as 
CEO were making the rounds. [=were spreading] — see 
also 3 round 2 (above) 

4 round verb rounds; round-ed; round-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to go or pass around (something) ■ When we rounded the 
bend (in the road), we saw two deer in a field. ■ He slipped 
when he was rounding first base. 

2 : to finish or complete (something) in a good or suitable 
way — + off or out ■ They rounded off the meal with coffee 
and dessert. ■ Winning the tournament was the perfect way 
to round out her career. ■ Two Nobel Prize winners round out 
the distinguished staff. 

3 : to cause (something) to have a round shape — often + off 
■ He rounded off the comers of the table. 

4 mathematics : to increase or decrease (a number) to the 
nearest whole or round number ■ He rounded 10.6 (up) to 11 
and 10.3 (down) to 10. — often + off ■ You can round off the 
amounts to the nearest dollar. 

round on [phrasal verb] round on (someone) Brit : to sud¬ 
denly turn toward and attack (someone) — usually used 
figuratively to describe suddenly beginning to speak to 
someone in an angry or critical way ■ She rounded on him 
and called him a liar. 

round up [phrasal verb] round up (someone or something) 
or round (someone or something) up : to find and gather 
together (people, animals, or things) ■ They rounded up the 
cattle. ■ The police rounded up all the suspects. ■ She round¬ 
ed up people to play basketball. — see also roundup 
5 round prep, chiefly Brit 

1 :AROUND 

2 : all during : throughout ■ The bush stays green (all) 
round the year. [=(more commonly) year-round] 

1 round-about /'raund3,baut/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not direct ■ He took a roundabout route to town. 

2 : not simple, clear, or plain : long and confusing ■ a round¬ 
about explanation ■ In a roundabout way, he told me that my 
help was not wanted. 

2 roundabOUt noun, pi -abouts [count] Brit 

1 : TRAFFIC CIRCLE 

2 : MERRY-GO-ROUND 

round-ed /'raundad I adj 

1 : having a round or curving shape ■ a countertop with 
rounded comers ■ Her shoulders are rounded. ■ rounded 
leaves 

2 : fully developed ■ a wine with a rounded character ■ The 
novel gives a rounded picture of life as an illegal immigrant 
in the U.S. — see also well-rounded 

roun-del /'raundj/ noun, pi -dels [count] chiefly Brit : a 
round figure or object 
round-er /'raunda-/ noun, pi -ers 

1 [count] : a boxing match lasting a specified number of 
rounds ■ a 10 -rounder [=a boxing match that lasts 10 rounds] 

2 rounders [plural] Brit : a game that is played with a ball 
and bat and that is like baseball 

round-ly /'raundli/ adv 

1 a : thoroughly or completely ■ He was roundly defeated, 
b : by nearly everyone : widely ■ Her leadership is roundly 
praised. ■ He was roundly disliked/ignored. 

2 : using plain or strong language ■ She roundly criticized the 
plan. ■ He told them roundly [=bluntly] that they would get 
no help. 

round—rob*in /'raund^aiban/ noun, pi -ins [count] sports 
: a competition in which every player or team plays once 
against every other player or team 
round—ShOUl-dered /'raundjouldad/ adj : having shoul¬ 


ders that slope downward or forward 
round-ta-ble /'raund,teib3l/ noun, pi -tables [count] : a 
meeting at which people discuss something and everyone has 
an equal chance to express an opinion — often used before 
another noun ■ a roundtable discussion/conference 
round—the—clock adi, always used before a noun 
: AROUND-THE-CLOCK 

round trip noun, pi ~ trips [count] : a trip to a place and 
back usually over the same route ■ It’s a 50-mile round trip to 
my parents’ house. 

- round trip adv, US ■ The drive is 50 miles round trip. 
— round-trip /'raund.tnp/ adj, always used before a noun. 
US • a round-trip ticket [=(Brit) return] 

rOUnd-Up /'raund,Ap/ noun, pi -ups [count] 

1 a : the act or process of gathering together animals (such 
as cattle) by circling around them in vehicles or on horses b 
: the act or process of finding and gathering together people 
or things of the same kind • The police ordered a roundup of 
all the suspects. — see also round up at 4 round 

2 : a brief statement of the most important information 
: summary ■ Here’s a roundup of today’s news. 

round-worm /'raund^am/ noun, pi -worms [count] : a 
small worm with a long, round body that lives inside the 
bodies of people and animals 

rouse /'rauz/ verb rous*es; roused; rous-ing [+ obj] 
somewhat fotmal 

1 : to wake (someone) from sleep ■ He was roused (from 
sleep) by a loud crash. ■ I’ve been unable to rouse her. — 
sometimes used figuratively ■ He stood staring into space un¬ 
til he was roused by a tap on his shoulder. ■ The music roused 
their spirits. 

2 : to cause (someone who is tired or not interested) to be¬ 
come active ■ What will it take to rouse voters (from their in¬ 
difference)? • I was so tired I could barely rouse myself to 
prepare dinner. 

3 a : to cause (an emotional response) in someone ■ His 
comments roused [-aroused] the anger of many military 
leaders, b : to make (a person or animal) angry ■ These an¬ 
imals are dangerous when roused. ■ She was roused to anger 
by their indifference. 

4 : to cause (something) to happen ■ The report roused 
[=(more commonly) aroused] speculation. 

rousing adj, always used before a noun 

1 : done or said with great enthusiasm or excitement • She 
was met with a rousing reception. ■ a rousing speech 

2 : causing great emotion, excitement, or enthusiasm ■ They 
played a rousing [=stirring] rendition of the national anthem. 

■ a rousing finale/victory 

3 : unusually good ■ The play was a rousing [= remarkable ] 
success. 

roust /'raust/ verb rousts; roust-ed; roust-ing [+ obj] US 
: to force (someone or something) to move from a place ■ 
The soldiers were rousted from their beds before sunrise, 
roust-about /'raust3,baut/ noun, pi -abouts [count] chiefly 
US : a worker in an oil field, at a circus, etc., whose job re¬ 
quires strength but little skill 
1 rout /'raut/ noun, pi routs 

1 [count] : a game or contest in which the winner easily de¬ 
feats the loser by a large amount ■ The game turned into a 
rout in the second half. ■ After they scored their fourth goal, 
the rout was on. [=the game became a rout] 

2 : a confused and disorderly retreat from a place [count] 

— usually singular ■ the attack and the rout that followed 
[noncount] They put the enemy to rout. [=they forced the en¬ 
emy to run away] 

2 rOUt verb routs; rout-ed; routing [+ obj] 

1 : to defeat (someone) easily and completely in a game or 
contest ■ The reigning champion routed the contender. ■ The 
Nationalist party was routed in the polls. 

2 : to force (someone or something) to move from a place ■ 
The army routed the enemy from their stronghold. — often 
+ out ■ People were routed out of their homes by the soldiers. 

1 route /'ru.t. 'raut/ noun, pi routes [count] 

1 a : a way to get from one place to another place ■ We 
didn’t know what route to take/follow. ■ an escape route in 
case of fire ■ a parade route ■ We took the scenic route. [=a 
way that is not the fastest way but that has beautiful scenery] 
b : a way that someone or something regularly travels along 

■ a major bird migratory route ■ a bus/truck route ■ a mail 
route ■ (US') She has a paper route. [=(Brit) paper round ; a job 
of delivering newspapers to the same places every day] 

2 : a way of achieving or doing something ■ the route [=road] 
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to success ■ You could take a different route and still arrive at 
the same conclusion. ■ I decided to go/take the traditional 
route [=do the traditional thing] and have a big wedding. 

3 US : a usually minor highway ■ Take Route 2 into town. ■ 
We live on a rural route. 

2 route verb routes; rout-ed; rout-ing [+ obj\ : to send 
(someone or something) along a particular route ■ Traffic 
was routed around the accident. • When the doctor is out, his 
calls are routed to his answering service, 
rout-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 /‘rauta-/ : a machine used for cutting a groove into the sur¬ 
face of wood or metal 

2 /'ruita*, 'rauta 1 / technical : a device that sends data from 
one place to another within a computer network or between 
computer networks 

1 routine /ru'tirn/ noun, pi -tines 

1 : a regular way of doing things in a particular order 
[count] Grandma gets upset if we change her routine. • A 
brisk walk is part of her morning routine. ■ The job will be 
easier once you settle into a routine. ■ You must go through 
the whole routine [=all the steps] of disarming the alarm. ■ an 
exercise routine [=a set of exercises always done in the same 
order] [noncount] We keep a copy of all correspondence as a 
matter of routine. [=as a standard procedure] 

2 [noncount] : a boring state or situation in which things are 
always done the same way ■ The meeting was a welcome 
break from routine. [=the meeting was different from what 
we normally do] ■ the boring routine of paperwork 

3 [count] a : a series of things (such as movements or jokes) 
that are repeated as part of a performance ■ a comedy/ 
dance/gymnastics routine b informal : something that is 
said or done the same way very often — usually singular ■ 
Every time I ask him to do something, I get the old “I’m too 
busy” routine. [=he says “I’m too busy”] 

4 [count] : a set of instructions that will perform a particular 
job on a computer ■ the installation routine 

2 routine adj 

1 [more most ~] : done very often ■ The surgery has be¬ 
come a very routine operation and poses little danger. ■ He 
criticized her routine absence from important meetings. 

2 : done or happening as a normal part of a job, situation, or 
process ■ a routine luggage search ■ a routine annual physical 
■ routine [^ordinary] business practices 

3 [more most ~] a : easily done according to a set way or 
method ■ The more you do it, the more routine it becomes. ■ 
They hire high-school students for routine work such as fil¬ 
ing. b disapproving : boring because of always being done 
in the same way ■ Data entry becomes routine very quickly. 
— rou-tlne-ly adv ■ They routinely turn down at least half 

the applicants. 

rove /'rouv/ verb roves; roved; rov«ing literary : to go to 
different places without having a particular purpose or plan 
[no obj] We roved [=roamed, wandered] around town/Europe. 
[+ obj ] They roved [=roamed, wandered] the streets of the vil¬ 
lage. ■ His eyes roved the room [=he looked around the 
room] in search of her. 
rov*er /'rouva*/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 literary : a person who wanders to different places • an 
aimless rover 

2 : a vehicle used for exploring the surface of a moon, plan¬ 
et, etc. ■ the Mars rover 

roving adj, always used before a noun : going to many differ¬ 
ent places ■ a roving reporter ■ roving bands of Gypsies 
roving eye *0* If you have a roving eye, you tend to look at 
and have sexual thoughts about other people even though 
you already have a wife, husband, etc. ■ His wife wasn’t 
willing to tolerate his roving eye. [= wandering eye] 

1 row /'rou/ noun, pi rows [count] 

T7 a straight line of people or things that are next to each 
other ■ rows of com ■ The desks are arranged in six rows. ■ 
The table of figures should include totals at the end of each 
row and column. ■ The bookstore has row upon row[= many 
rows] of self-help books. 

2 : a line of seats in a theater, stadium, etc. • I see three emp¬ 
ty seats in the second/front/back row. ■ We have front -row 
seats for the concert. 

3 Row : a street or road — used in names ■ I live on Vassar 
Row. ■ a house on Church Row 

a tough/hard row to hoe : something that is difficult to do 
or deal with ■ I am considering becoming a doctor, but I 
know that it’s a tough row to hoe. 
in a row: following one after another ■ There are three blue 


houses in a row. ■ She had her birthday party at the bowl¬ 
ing alley three years in a row. [=three consecutive years] 

— compare 3 row, 4 row; see also death row, skid row 
2 row verb rows; rowed; rowing 

T7 to move a boat through water using oars [no obj] Let’s 
row (over) to the island after lunch. ■ We’ll take turns rowing. 
[+ obj] They rowed the boat all the way across the lake. 

2 [+ obj] : to carry (someone or something) in a boat that 
you row • I rowed the kids out to the island. 

— compare 5 ROW 

3 row noun [singular] : an act of rowing a boat « I went for a 
row on the lake. — compare ‘row, “row 
4 row /'ran/ noun, pi rows chiefly Brit, informal 

1 [count] : a noisy argument ■ She got into a terrible row 
[=quarrel] with her boyfriend. 

2 [count] : a lot of loud arguing or complaining usually in¬ 
volving many people ■ The proposal to build a new nuclear 
energy plant caused a huge row. [=uproar] 

3 [singular] : a loud, unpleasant noise ■ The children got hold 
of the drums and made an awful row. [=racket\ 

— compare ‘row, 3 row 

5 row verb rows; rowed; row-ing [no obj] Brit : to have a 
noisy argument with someone ■ They were rowing again. « 
He’s always rowing with his wife about/over trivial things. 

— compare 2 ROW 

row-an /'rawan, 'rowan/ noun, pi -ans [count, noncount] Brit 
: MOUNTAIN ASH 

row-boat /'rou,bout/ noun, pi -boats [count] US : a small 
boat that is moved through water using oars — called also 
(Brit) rowing boat ; see picture at boat 
1 row-dy /'raudi/ adj row-di-er; -est [also more most ~] 
: rough or noisy ■ a rowdy crowd ■ rowdy children ■ a rowdy 
game of basketball 

— row.dimness /'raudinas/ noun [noncount] 

2 rowdy noun, pi -dies [count] : a person who causes trouble 
in a noisy way — usually plural ■ a gang of young rowdies 

— row.dy.ism /'raudi,izam/ noun [noncount] • rowdyism 
among sports fans 

row-er /■rowa*/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who rows a 
boat : oarsman, oarswoman • Olympic rowers 
row house /'rou-/ noun, pi ~ houses [count] US : a house 
in a row of houses that shares a wall with the houses next to 
it — called also (Brit) terraced house 
rOW-ing /’rowir)/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the sport of racing in long, narrow boats that are moved 
by using oars ■ She was on the rowing team. 

2 : the activity of moving a boat by using oars • Rowing is 
good exercise. 

rowing boat noun, pi ~ boats [count] Brit: rowboat 
rowing machine noun, pi ~ -chines [count] : an exercise 
machine that you use by moving your body as if you are 
rowing a boat — see picture at GYM 
row-lock /'railak/ noun, pi -locks [count] chiefly Brit : oar¬ 
lock 

1 roy-al /'rojal/ adj, always used before a noun 

TToF or relating to a king or queen ■ the royal family/house¬ 
hold/palace ■ He comes from royal blood. [=he is in some 
way related to a king or queen] 

2 Royal — used in names of organizations that are support¬ 
ed by or that serve a king or queen ■ the Royal Army ■ the 
Royal College of Art ■ the Royal National Theatre 

3 : suitable for a king or queen : elaborate or impressive ■ 
They received a royal welcome as they stepped off the plane. 
■ The hotel gave us the royal treatment [=they treated us like 
very important people] 

4 chiefly US, informal — used to make a statement more 
forceful ■ My little brother is a royal pain in the neck. 

the royal “we” : the word “we” used by a king or queen in¬ 
stead of “I” • When Queen Victoria said, “We are not 
amused,” she was using the royal “we. ” 

2 royal noun, pi -als [count] informal : a member of a royal 
family ■ magazine stories about the private lives of royals 
royal blue noun [noncount] : a bright purplish blue — see 
color picture on page C2 

— royal blue adj ■ a royal blue shirt 

Royal Commission noun, pi ~ -sions [count] : a group 
of people chosen by the British government to examine a 
particular topic or issue and recommend changes in the law ■ 
a Royal Commission on the death penalty 
royal flush noun, pi ~ flushes [count] : a set of cards that 
a player has in a card game (such as poker) that are all of the 
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same suit (such as diamonds) and are the most valuable 
cards (the ace, king, queen, jack, and ten) in that suit 
Royal Highness noun, pi ~ -nesses [count] — used as a 
title for a member of a royal family; used with his, her, their, 
or your ■ their Royal Highnesses, the Prince and Princess of 
Wales ■ Her/His Roycd Highness will receive you now. • 
Thank you, your Royal Highness. 
roy«ai-ist /'rojalist/ noun, pi -ists [count] : a person who be¬ 
lieves that a country should have a king or queen or who 
supports a particular king or queen 
- royalist adj 
roy-al-ly /'rojgli/ adv 

1 : by a king or queen ■ a royally appointed prime minister 

2 : in a way suitable for a king or queen ■ We were treated 
royally. [=we were treated like very important people] 

3 US, informal — used to add emphasis to statements that 
usually express anger, frustration, etc. ■ ( impolite ) He’s royal¬ 
ly pissed. [=he’s extremely angry] ■ I screwed up royally. 
[=very badly] 

roy-al*ty /'rojalti/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : members of a royal family "It was an honor 
and a privilege to dine with royalty. ■ On our wedding day, 
we were treated like royalty. 

2 [count] a : an amount of money that is paid to the origi¬ 
nal creator of a product, book, or piece of music based on 
how many copies have been sold — usually plural ■ After he 
died, his family continued to collect royalties on/from his 
books. ■ The book has earned $40,000 In royalties. ■ royalty 
checks/payments for artists b : an amount of money that is 
paid by a mining or oil company to the owner of the land the 
company is using — usually plural • The company pays roy¬ 
alties to the government for drilling rights. 

RP abbr 1 Brit Received Pronunciation 2 baseball relief 
pitcher 

rpm abbr revolutions per minute 4- Rpm is used after a num¬ 
ber to indicate how many times something turns one com¬ 
plete circle during one minute. ■ The engine produces 187 
horsepower at 6,000 rpm. ■ a IS-rpm record 
RR abbr 1 railroad ■ Turn left at the RR crossing. 2 or R.R. 
US rural route *$■ The abbreviation RR is used in mailing ad¬ 
dresses to places that are located in the country to show 
which delivery route the mailbox is located on. ■ RR 5, Box 
653 

R—rated adj, US, of a movie : having a rating of R : not suit¬ 
able to be seen by children because of violence, offensive 
language, or sexual activity ■ an R-rated movie — often used 
figuratively ■ an R-rated joke 
RSI abbr repetitive strain injury; repetitive stress injury 
^SVP abbr please reply — used on invitations to ask the in¬ 
vited guests to indicate whether they will be able to attend 
RSVP comes from the French phrase “repondez s’il vous 
plait.” 

2 RSVP /(da^es.vii'pi:/ verb RSVP’s or RSVPs; RSVP’d or 
RSVPed; RSVP’«lng or RSVP«ing [no obj] chiefly US : to 
respond to an invitation ■ They asked us to RSVP by this Fri¬ 
day. ■ Have you RSVP’d? 

Rt or Rt. abbr, US route ■ Take Rt 70 west. 

Rte. or Rte abbr, US route ■ Take Rte. 70 west. 

Rt Hon abbr, Brit Right Honourable 
1 rub /'rAb/ verb rubs; rubbed; rub*bing 

1 : to move something (such as your hand or an object) back 
and forth along the surface of (something) while pressing [+ 
obj] Could you rub my shoulders? ■ He blinked and rubbed 
his eyes. ■ The cat rubbed itself against my leg. [no obj] The 
cat rubbed against my leg. ■ Don’t rub too hard or you’ll tear 
the paper. 

2 : to move (two things) back and forth against each other 
[+ obj] He rubbed his hands with glee. — often + together ■ I 
rubbed my hands together to warm them up. • The sound you 
hear is the crickets rubbing their legs together. • We learned 
how to rub two sticks together to start a fire, [no obj\ There 
was a squeak when the boards rubbed together. 

3 : to move back and forth many times against something in 
a way that causes pain or damage [no obj] The back of my 
shoe is rubbing against my heel and giving me a blister. • 
There are marks where the chair has rubbed against the wall. 
[+ obj] There are marks where the chair has been rubbing the 
wall. ■ I rubbed my knees raw scrambling over the rocks. 

4 [+ obj] : to spread (something) over and into a surface by 
pressing firmly with your hands ■ We rubbed the steaks with 
spices before we grilled them. = We rubbed spices onto the 


steaks before we grilled them. ■ I rubbed the ointment onto 
my sore muscles. 

rub along [phrasal verb] Brit, informal: to work, play, etc., 
together with little or no difficulty ■ We rub along [-get 
along] well enough, but we’re not really close friends. 
rub down [phrasal verb] rub (someone or something) down 
or rub down (someone or something) : to rub (a person or 
animal's body) with your hands in order to clean, dry, or 
massage it ■ The trainer rubbed down the players after the 
game to keep them from getting sore. — see also rub- 
down 

rub elbows with ( US) or rub shoulders with informal : to 
meet and talk with (someone) in a friendly way ■ The 
award dinner gave me the opportunity to rub elbows with 
some of today’s greatest American poets. 
rub in [phrasal verb] rub (something) in or rub In (something) 
informal : to keep reminding someone of (something that 
person would like to forget) ■ She keeps rubbing in the fact 
that she makes more money than I do. ■ I know I made a 
mistake, but you don’t have to rub It in. 
rub off [phrasal verb] 1 : to come off of a surface and often 
stick to another surface when the surfaces touch each oth¬ 
er ■ Be careful that the ink doesn’t rub off on your fingers. • 
The paint on the desk is beginning to rub off. — often used 
figuratively ■ Her positive attitude rubbed off on other peo¬ 
ple. [=other people began to have a positive attitude from 
being around her] ■ I wish some of your good luck would 
rub off on me. [=1 wish that I would start having good luck 
too] 2 rub (something) off or rub off (something) : to re¬ 
move (something) from a surface by rubbing ■ I rubbed the 
dirt off (of) the penny. 

rub out [phrasal verb] 1 rub (something) out or rub out 
(something) chiefly Brit : to remove (something) by rub¬ 
bing especially with an eraser ■ She rubbed out [-(chiefly 
US) erased] the wrong answer from her paper and filled in 
the correct one. 2 rub (someone) out or rub out (some¬ 
one) US, informal : to murder (someone) ■ They say that 
the Mafia rubbed him out. 

rub salt In/into someone’s wounds or rub salt in/lnto the 
wound informal: to make a difficult situation even worse 
for someone ■ It’s bad enough that he beat me, but the way 
he keeps talking about it is just rubbing salt in the wound, 
rub someone’s nose in informal : to repeatedly remind 
someone of (a mistake, failure, etc.) • He beat us all in the 
race and then rubbed our noses in it. 
rub (someone) the wrong way (US) or Brit rub (someone) 
up the wrong way informal : to cause (someone) to be 
angry or annoyed : irritate • She meant to be helpful but 
her suggestion really rubbed me the wrong way. 

2 rub noun, pi rubs 

1 [count] : an act of rubbing a surface with your hands or an 
object — usually singular ■ After the car was washed, they 
gave the windshield a quick rub with a dry cloth. • Let me 
give you a back rub. [=let me rub/massage your back] 

2 the rub formal : something that causes a difficulty or 
problem • Therein/There lies the rub. [=that’s the problem] ■ 
She’s an amazing cook, but she rarely has time to make 
meals. There’s the rub. 

3 [count] US : a combination of spices that is rubbed into the 
surface of meat before the meat is cooked • He used his fa¬ 
vorite rub on the steaks. ■ a dry rub for chicken 

Vub'ber /*r\b&/ noun, pi -bers 

1 [noncount] : a strong substance that stretches and that is 
made out of chemicals or from the juice of a tropical tree ■ 
tires made of rubber — often used before another noun ■ He 
was wearing rubber gloves and safety goggles. ■ shoes with 
rubber soles ■ a red rubber ball ■ a rubber raft — see also 
FOAM RUBBER 

2 [count] Brit : eraser 

3 rubbers [plural] US, informal + old-fashioned : shoes or 
boots that are made of rubber and that fit over your regular 
shoes to keep them dry — compare galoshes 

4 [count] US, informal : condom 

5 [count] baseball : a flat piece of hard, white rubber on 
which the pitcher stands while pitching 

burn rubber informal : to drive very fast ■ They were burn¬ 
ing rubber up and down the road. 

- compare 2 rubber 
2 rubber noun, pi -bers [count] 

1 : a contest that consists of a series of games and that is won 
by the player or team that wins the most games (such as two 
games out of three) ■ L.et’s play a rubber of bridge. 

2 US, sports : a game that decides who will be the winner of a 
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series of games — usually used before another noun ■ The 
teams will play today in the rubber game of the series. 

— compare 1 rubber 

rubber band noun, pi bands [count] : a thin, flexible 
loop that is made of rubber and used to hold things together 

— called also ( US) elastic, (Brit) elastic band. ; see picture at 
OFFICE 

rubber boot noun, pi ~ boots [count] US : a tall boot that 
is made out of rubber and that keeps your feet and lower 
legs dry — called also (Brit) Wellington 
rubber bullet noun, pi —■ -lets [count] : a bullet that is 
made out of rubber so that it hurts but does not kill people 
and that is used by the police and military to control a crowd 
rubber cement noun [noncount] : a thick, stretchy glue 
that contains rubber 

rub-ber-ized also Brit rub-ber-ised /'rAb3,raizd/ adj, al¬ 
ways used before a noun : coated or soaked with rubber ■ 
rubberized clothing 

rub-ber-neck /'rAba^nck/ verb -necks; -necked; -neck¬ 
ing [no obj] chiefly US, informal : to look around or stare 
with great curiosity; especially : to slow down while you are 
driving in order to stare at something (such as an accident) ■ 
She was rubbernecking and almost got in an accident herself. 

— rub*ber-neck»er /'rAba^ncka-/ noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a 
traffic jam caused by rubbemeckers 

rubber plant noun, pi ~~ plants [count] : a plant with large, 
shiny, dark green leaves that is often grown indoors 
rubber stamp noun, pi ~ stamps 
[count] 

1 : a small tool that consists of a handle 
attached to a piece of carved rubber and 
that is dipped in ink and then pressed on 
paper to print a date, name, symbol, etc. 

2 disapproving : a person or organiza¬ 
tion that automatically approves every¬ 
thing that someone does or decides ■ The 
legislature has been nothing more than a 
rubber stamp for the President. 

rubber-stamp verb -stamps: 

-stamped; -stamping [+ obj] usually 
disapproving : to approve or allow (something) without seri¬ 
ously thinking about it ■ They expected the proposal to be 
rubber-stamped by the legislature. 
rub*bery /'rAbari /adj [more most ~] 

1 : similar to rubber ■ The hard-boiled eggs were tough and 
rubbery. ■ a rubbery material 

2 of legs or knees : bending like rubber : weak, shaky, and 
unstable ■ Her legs were/felt rubbery when she stepped off 
the roller coaster. 

rubbing noun, pi -bings [count] : an image of a surface that 
is made by placing paper over it and rubbing the paper with 
a pencil, crayon, etc. ■ He made a rubbing of the old tomb¬ 
stone. 

rubbing alcohol noun [noncount] US : a liquid that con¬ 
tains alcohol and water and that is used to clean wounds or 
skin — called also (Brit) surgical spirit 
1 rub*bish /'rAbiJ/ noun [noncount] 

1 : things that are no longer useful or wanted and that have 
been thrown out : trash ■ Please, pick the rubbish up off 
the ground. ■ (Brit) We saw a rat run through the rubbish tip/ 
dump. [=(US) garbage dump; an area of land where people 
can dump their rubbish] ■ (chiefly Brit) Put the potato peels 
in the rubbish bin. [=(US) garbage can, (chiefly US) trash can] 

2 chiefly Brit, informal : words or ideas that are foolish or 
untrue ■ I think what he says is absolute rubbish ! • That’s (a 
load of) rubbish ! I didn’t cheat on the test. ■ “I’m sorry, but I 
had to do it.” “ RubbishV ’ 

3 informal : something that is worthless, unimportant, or of 
poor quality ■ The food at that restaurant is complete rub¬ 
bish. ■ I can’t believe you waste your time reading that rub¬ 
bish. [=, garbage] 

2 rubbish verb -bish-es; -bished; -bish-ing [+ obj] Brit, in- 
formal : to severely criticize (someone or something) ■ The 
critics rubbished [=((75) trashed] her new book, 
rub'bishy /'rAbaJi/ adj [more most ~] Brit, informal : of 
very low quality ■ a rubbishy film/book 
rub-ble /'rAbal/ noun [noncount] : broken pieces of stone, 
brick, etc., from walls or buildings that have fallen ■ Rescue 
workers managed to pull two injured people out of the rub¬ 
ble. - The earthquake reduced the whole town to rubble. 
rub-down /'rAb,daun/ noun, pi -downs [count] chiefly US 


: an act of rubbing someone’s body to relax the muscles ■ 

The trainer gave him a rubdown after the game. — see also 
rub down at 1 rub 

rube /'ru:b/ noun.pl rubes [count] US, informal : an unedu¬ 
cated person who is usually from the country • They treated 
us as if we were a bunch of rubes. 

Rube Gold-berg /'ru:b , gould,ba i g/ ad), always used before 
a noun, US : doing something simple in a very complicated 
way that is not necessary ■ a Rube Goldberg [=(Brit) Heath 
Robinson] contraption/device/machine ^ Rube Goldberg 
was an American cartoonist who was known especially for 
drawing humorously complicated machines that performed 
very simple tasks. 

ru-bel-la /ru'bcla/ noun [noncount] medical : german 
MEASLES 

Ru-bi-COn /'ru:bi,ka:n/ noun 
the Rubicon : a limit or point that you reach when the re¬ 
sults of your actions cannot be changed ■ Once you’ve 
crossed the Rubicon there’s no going back. *v* This word 
comes from the name of a stream that separated Gaul 
from Italy. In 49 B.C., Julius Caesar started a war by ille¬ 
gally marching his army across the Rubicon and into Italy. 
ru-bi-CUnd /'ru:bakand/ adj, literary : having red or pink 
skin : ruddy ■ the rubicund face/features of his father 
ru-ble (chiefly US) or chiefly Brit rou-ble /'ru:bal/ noun, pi 
ru-bles 

1 [count] : the basic unit of money of Russia ■ It costs 40 ru¬ 
bles. - a hundred-ruble bill 

2 [count] : a coin representing one ruble ■ She gave the driver 
a ruble. ■ a handful of rubles 

3 the ruble technical : the value of the ruble compared with 
the value of the money of other countries ■ Ihe ruble fell 
against the U.S. dollar. 

ru-bric /'ruibrik/ noun, pi -brics [count] formal 

1 : a name or heading under which something is classified ■ 

They classify very different problems under a general rubric. 

[= category] 

2 : an explanation or a set of instructions at the beginning of 
a book, a test, etc. 

ru-by Au:bi/ noun, pi -bies 

1 [count] : a deep red stone that is used in jewelry ■ diamonds 
and rubies — see color picture on page C11 

2 [count, noncount]: a dark red color — see color picture on 
page C3 

— ruby adj • her ruby lips ■ ruby red 

niched /'ruijt/ ad), of fabric or clothing : gathered into folds 

■ a ruched skirt 

ruck /'rAk/ noun, pi rucks 

1 [count] rugby : a group of players who are trying to get the 
ball while it is on the ground 

2 the ruck Brit : ordinary or normal people or events ■ Her 
outstanding poetry eventually allowed her to emerge from 
the ruck. [=the crowd] 

3 [singular] Brit, informal : a fight especially among a group 
of people ■ He got drunk and started a ruck with the police. 

ruck-sack /'rAk.ssek/ noun, pi -sacks [count] chiefly Brit 
: BACKPACK 

ruck-US /'rAkas/ noun [singular] chiefly US, informal : a h 
noisy argument, fight, etc. ■ They caused quite a ruckus |i 
[-(Brit) rumpus] with their yelling. • He raised a ruckus [=got I | 
upset and complained very loudly] over the cost of the re- M 
pairs. 

ruc-tions /'rAkJanz/ noun [plural] chiefly Brit : angry argu¬ 
ments or complaints ■ There were ructions over how the op¬ 
era should be staged. 

rud-der / l r\d&/ noun, pi -ders [count] : a flat, movable 
piece usually of wood or metal that is attached to a ship, 
boat, airplane, etc., and is used in steering — see picture at 

BOAT 

rud-der-less /'rAda-las/ adj • without a leader, plan, or goal 

■ When the Speaker of the House resigned, the party was left 
rudderless. ■ a rudderless young man 

’rud'dy l'x\A\l adj 

1 : having a healthy reddish color ■ She has a ruddy face/ 
complexion. ■ ruddy cheeks 

2 literary : red ■ the ruddy surface of Mars 

3 always used before a noun, Brit, informal — used to make 
an angry or critical statement more forceful ■ The ruddy 
squirrels keep eating my birdseed! ■ He’s a ruddy fool! 

— rud-di-ness /'rAdinas/ noun [noncount] 

2 ruddy adv, Brit, informal : very, extremely — used to 
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make an angry or critical statement more forceful ■ It’s rud¬ 
dy awful! 

ruddy well Brit, informal — used before a verb to stress an¬ 
ger, annoyance, or disapproval ■ I can ruddy well do as I 
like. 

rude /'ru:d/ adj rud»er; rud-est [also more most ] 

1 : not having or showing concern or respect for the rights 
and feelings of other people : not polite ■ He made rude re¬ 
marks/gestures. ■ I was shocked by her rude behavior. • I 
can’t believe that he was so rude to me. ■ It is rude (of/for 
you) to always keep us waiting for you. 

2 : relating to sex or other body functions in a way that of¬ 
fends others ■ rude jokes ■ I heard someone make a rude 
noise. 

3 always used before a noun : happening suddenly in usually 
an unpleasant or shocking way ■ If you think this job is going 
to be easy, you’re in for a rude shock. [=you will be unpleas¬ 
antly shocked when you find out that this job is not easy at 
all] ■ He’s about to have a rude awakening. [=he’s about to 
find out something that will shock him unpleasantly] 

4 literary : made or done in a simple or rough way : crude ■ 
a rude stone farmhouse 

in rude health Brit, old-fashioned : strong and healthy ■ We 
hope to find you in rude health when we arrive. 

— rude-ly adv ■ He rudely interrupted me. ■ I was rudely 
[=suddenly and unpleasantly] awakened from my nap. 
— rude-ness noun [noncount] ■ I was shocked by his rude¬ 
ness. 

ru-di-men-ta-ry Aruida'mentari/ adj [more most ~] for¬ 
mal 

1 : basic or simple ■ This class requires a rudimentary knowl¬ 
edge of human anatomy. ■ He speaks rudimentary English. 

2 : not very developed or advanced ■ rudimentary technolo¬ 
gy ■ When baseball was in its rudimentary stages, different 
teams played by different rules. ■ Some insects have only ru¬ 
dimentary wings. 

ru-di-ments /'ruidamants /noun [plural]formal : basic facts 
or skills ■ the rudiments of grammar/govemment 
rue /'ru:/ verb rues; rued; ru-ing [+ obj]formal : to feel sor¬ 
row or regret for (something) ■ He must be ruing his decision 
now. ■ I rue the day (that) I signed that contract, 
rue-ful /'ruifal/ adj : showing or feeling regret for something 
done «He gave me a rueful smile and apologized. 

— rue-fuMy adv ■ “I still have a scar from the accident,’’ he 
said ruefully. 

ruff /'rA 1/ noun, pi ruffs [count] 

1 : a large, round collar of folded fabric that was worn by 
men and women in the 16th and 17th centuries 

2 : a mass of fur or feathers growing around or on the neck 
of an animal or bird 

ruf-fi-an /'rAfijan/ noun, pi -ans [count] old-fashioned : a 
strong and violent person (especially a man) who threatens 
and hurts other people ■ a gang of ruffians 
1 ruf.fie /'rAfal/ verb ruf.fles; ruf.fled; ruf-fling [+ obj\ 

1 : to move or lift (something) so that it is no longer smooth 
■ Her hair was ruffled by the wind. ■ The bird ruffled (up) its 
feathers. 

2 : to make (someone) irritated, annoyed, worried, etc. ■ He 
ruffled some people with his constant complaining. — usual¬ 
ly used as (be) ruffled ■ That boy is a lot of trouble. It’s a good 
thing his parents aren't easily ruffled. [=don’t become upset 
easily! ■ The actress was obviously ruffled by the reporter’s 
question. 

ruffle feathers informal : to upset or offend someone ■ His 
critical remarks ruffled some feathers. = His critical re¬ 
marks ruffled a few feathers. • His critical remarks ruffled 
the feathers of the board members. ■ Her research has 
been ruffling feathers [=upsetting people] for years. • I 
agreed to do what they wanted because I didn’t want to 
ruffle any feathers. 

2 ruffle noun, pi ruffles [count] : a piece of cloth that is gath¬ 
ered together along one edge and used to decorate some¬ 
thing ■ The dress has a ruffle around the collar. 

— ruffled /VAfald/ adj ■ a ruffled collar 
rug /'rAg/ noun, pi rugs [count] 

T: a piece of thick, heavy material that is used to cover usu¬ 
ally a section of a floor ■ I accidentally spilled wine on the 
rug. — see picture at living room; see also prayer rug, 

THROW RUG 

2 chiefly US, informal : a small wig that is usually worn by a 
man to cover a bald spot : toupee ■ You could tell that he 
was wearing a rug. 


3 Brit : a blanket that you put over your lap and legs to keep 

them warm 

cut a rug see ‘cut 

pull the rug (out) from under informal : to very suddenly 
take something needed or expected from (someone or 
something) ■ We were ready to start work on the project 
when the mayor pulled the rug out from under us and cut 
the funding. 

sweep (something) under the rug see 'sweep 
rug-by also Rugby /'rAgbi/ noun [noncount] : a game 
played by two teams in which each team tries to carry or 
kick a ball over the other team’s goal line — called also 
(chiefly Brit ) rugby football ; see picture at ball 
Rugby League noun [noncount] : a type of rugby played 
with 13 people on each team 

Rugby Union noun [noncount ] : a type of rugby played 
with 15 people on each team 
rug-ged /'rAgad/ adj 

1 : having a rough, uneven surface ■ the rugged surface of 
the moon ■ She did a painting of the region’s rugged coast¬ 
line. 

2 of a man 'sface : having rough but attractive features ■ Peo¬ 
ple are attracted to his rugged good looks. 

3 : strong and determined ■ rugged pioneers ■ I admire her 
rugged individualism. 

4 : made to be strong and tough ■ The chair is made of rug¬ 
ged plastic. ■ The fabric is lightweight but rugged. 

5 : involving great difficulties or challenges : testing your 
physical, mental, or moral strength ■ a long and rugged win¬ 
ter ■ a rugged climb to the top of the mountain ■ the rugged 
life of a sailor 

— rug-geddy adv ■ a ruggedly handsome man — rug*ged- 
ness noun [noncount] ■ the ruggedness of the terrain 
rug*ger /'rAg^/ noun, pi- gers 

1 [count] US, informal : a person who plays rugby ■ college 
ruggers 

2 [noncount] Brit, informal : rugby union ■ He plays rug¬ 
ger. 

rug«rat /'rAg,r£et/ noun, pi -rats [count] US slang : a young 
child ■ a mother and her little rugrats 
1 ru«in /'ruiwan/ verb -ins; -ined; -in-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to damage (something) so badly that it is no longer use¬ 
ful, valuable, enjoyable, etc. : to spoil or destroy (something) 

■ Moths ruined the sweater. ■ Years of computer use ruined 
his eyesight. [=made his eyesight very poor] ■ The bad weath¬ 
er ruined the party. ■ I ruined the sauce by adding too much 
garlic. • His low test scores ruined his chances of getting into 
a good school. ■ Poor customer service ruined the company’s 
reputation. ■ You mined my life! [=you made my life very dif¬ 
ficult or unpleasant] 

2 : to cause (someone) to lose money, social status, etc. ■ He 
was mined by debt. ■ The scandal mined the mayor. 

2 ruin noun, pi -ins 

1 [noncount] : a state of complete destruction : a state of be¬ 
ing ruined ■ The incident led to the min of their relationship. 

■ The abandoned town had gone to min. • Don’t let the house 
your grandfather built fall into min. 

2 [count] : the remaining pieces of something that was de¬ 
stroyed ■ The castle is now a min. — usually plural ■ the mins 
of the ancient city ■ We saw the (ancient) Mayan/Roman m- 
ins. — sometimes used figuratively • He searched through 
the mins of his childhood for the cause of his unhappiness. 

3 [noncount] : the state of having lost money, social status, 
etc. ■ The drought brought economic/financial ruin to local 
farmers. ■ Her drug addiction brought her to the brink of 
min. 

4 [singular] : something that badly damages someone physi¬ 
cally, morally, economically, or socially ■ Her drug addiction 
was her min. ■ Street violence is the min of too many young 
people today. 

in ruins : destroyed with some pieces or parts remaining ■ 
The building was/lay in mins. — sometimes used figura¬ 
tively ■ After her death, the family was in mins. 
ru-in-a-tion Aru.’wa'neijan/ noun [noncount] formal : the 
act or process of destroying something ■ Water pollution is 
causing the mination of the fishing industry, 
ruined adj, always used before a noun : destroyed or badly 
damaged so that only parts remain ■ mined buildings • a m- 
ined Greek temple 
ru-in-OUS /'ru:wanas/ adj, formal 
1 : causing or likely to cause damage or destruction ■ Smok¬ 
ing is minous [=(more commonly) dangerous, hazardous] to 
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rule ■ rumbling 


your health. • ruinous effects/consequences 

2 : costing far too much money ■ ruinous price increases 

3 chiefly Brit, formal : falling apart : badly damaged ■ a ruin¬ 
ous building ■ The house has fallen into a ruinous state. 

— ru>in-ouS'ly adv • Funding the project would be ruinous¬ 
ly expensive. 

1 ruje /‘ru:l/ noun, pi rules 

1 [count] a : a statement that tells you what is or is not al¬ 
lowed in a particular game, situation, etc. • I understand the 
basic rules of chess. ■ As long as you’re living under our roof, 
you’ll follow/obey our rules. ■ The college has strict rules for 
qualifying for financial assistance. ■ The new rule allows/per¬ 
mits employees to dress casually on Fridays. • Under the new 
rules , casual dress is now allowed. ■ the company’s rules and 
regulations ■ It’s important to learn the rules of the road be¬ 
fore taking your driving test. • It’s against the rules to eat 
during class. ■ He violated the unwritten/unspoken rule that 
you must thank your host before you leave a party. ■ We 
cannot bend/stretch the rules [=change or ignore the rules] 
just for you. ■ If you break the rules, you’ll be asked to leave. 

— see also GAG RULE, GROUND rule synonyms see law 
b : a statement that tells you what is allowed or what will 
happen within a particular system (such as a language or sci¬ 
ence) ■ the rules of grammar ■ the rules of geometry 

2 \count\ : a piece of advice about the best way to do some¬ 
thing • Your speech will go well as long as you follow one 
simple rule : be confident. • The first rule of driving is to pay 
attention. ■ A good rule to follow when traveling is to do as 
the locals do. 

3 [singular]: the way something usually is done or happens ■ 
As a rule, I don’t drive in the snow. [=1 don’t usually drive in 
the snow] ■ As a general rule, electronic gadgets become 
smaller as they develop. ■ Friendly customer service seems to 
be the exception rather than the rule nowadays. [=friendly 
customer service seems to be rare these days] • They make it 
a rule to treat everyone fairly. [=they always treat everyone 
fairly] 

4 [noncount] : the control and power that a particular per¬ 
son, group, or government has over a country or area ■ To¬ 
day we celebrate the anniversary of the country’s indepen¬ 
dence from colonial rule. ■ Under her rule , the country 
prospered. — see also home rule, majority rule 

5 [count] old-fashioned : a stick used for measuring things 
: ruler — see also slide rule 

by the rules : in the way that is most common, expected, 
and acceptable » After years of boredom, he grew tired of 
living by the rules. ■ She has always played by the rules 
throughout her career. 

rule of law : a situation in which the laws of a country are 
obeyed by everyone ■ The courts uphold the rule of law. 
rule of thumb 1 : a method of doing something that is 
based on experience and common sense rather than exact 
calculation ■ A good rule of thumb for keeping your closet 
organized is to get rid of any clothes you haven’t worn in 
the past year. 2 : a principle that is believed and followed 
and that is based on the way something usually happens or 
is done ■ As a rule of thumb , stocks that involve greater risk 
also have the potential of earning you more money. 

2 rule verb rules; ruled; rul-ing 

1 : to have control and power over a country, area, group, 
etc. [no obf] The queen ruled for 25 years. ■ A dynasty ruled 
over this region during the 11th century. — sometimes used 
figuratively • After the overthrow of the government, chaos 
ruled. [=there was a lot of chaos] [+ obf] Who will be the 
next leader to rule the country? — sometimes used figura¬ 
tively • That summer, his band ruled the airwaves. 

2 [+ obf] : to have great influence over (someone) • Football 
ruled their lives. ■ All of his actions were ruled by his religion. 

3 : to make a legal decision about something [no obf] The 
court ruled in favor of the defendant. ■ The jury ruled against 
the tobacco companies. ■ How will the court rule on the mo¬ 
tion? [+ obf] The Supreme Court ruled the law unconstitu¬ 
tional. ■ The board ruled that her behavior was cheating. 

4 not used in progressive tenses [no obf] slang : to be very good 
or popular — used to express strong admiration for some¬ 
one or something ■ That movie rules ! [=that movie is great] ■ 
Your new sneakers rule. 

divide and rule see ‘divide 

rule out [phrasal verb] 1 rule (someone or something) out 
or rule out (someone or something) : to no longer consider 
(someone or something) as a possibility after careful 
thought or study ■ The police ruled them out as suspects 
when it was proved that they were out of town when the 


crime was committed. • There are some diseases your doc¬ 
tor will want to rule out before making a diagnosis. 2 rule 
(something) out or rule out (something) : to make (some¬ 
thing) impossible : to prevent (something) from happening 
• The bad weather ruled out a picnic. 3 rule (someone) out 
: to remove (someone) from a competition, contest, etc. • 
He applied for the job, but his lack of experience quickly 
ruled him out. • (chiefly Brit ) She has been ruled out of to¬ 
day’s game with a broken thumb. 
rule the roost see ‘roost 

rule with an iron fist/hand (chiefly US) or Brit rule with a 
rod of iron : to rule a country, area, group, etc., in a very 
strict and often cruel way ■ The dictator ruled (the island) 
with an iron fist. 

rule book noun, pi ~ books [count] : a book that contains 
the official set of rules that must be followed in a game, job, 
etc. — usually singular ■ If you’re not sure what to do, look 
in the rule book. — often used figuratively ■ The rule book 
says [=the rules say] that once the puck fully crosses the line 
it is a goal. 

ruled adj : printed with lines on which to write ■ a ruled note¬ 
book ■ wide-ruled notebook paper 
ruber / , ru:la/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person (such as a king or queen) who rules a country, 
area, group, etc. • a summit attended by a number of rulers 
from around the world 

2 : a straight piece of plastic, wood, or metal that has marks 
on it to show units of length and that is used to measure 
things ■ This ruler shows inches and centimeters. — see pic¬ 
ture at CARPENTRY 

1 ruling noun, pi -ings [count] : an official decision made by a 
judge, referee, etc. ■ The decision overturns the Supreme 
Court’s earlier ruling. ■ She disputed the referee’s ruling. 
2 ruling adj, always used before a noun : having control and 
power over a country, area, group, etc. • members of the rul¬ 
ing class ■ the ruling family/party 
1 rum /'rAm/ noun, pi rums [count, noncount] : an alcoholic 
drink that is made from sugar ■ a bottle/glass of rum ■ rum 
punch 

2 rum adj, Brit, old-fashioned + informal : strange or odd ■ 
They’re a pretty rum lot. 
rum*ba also rhum-ba /'rAmbs/ noun, pi -bas 

1 [count] : a type of dance originally from Cuba in which 
dancers move their hips a lot ■ They danced a/the rumba. 

2 : the music for a rumba [count] The band played a rumba, 
[noncount] The band plays rumba. 

1 rum-ble /'rAinbal/ verb rum-bles; rum.bled; rum-bling 

1 [no obf] : to make a low, heavy, continuous sound or series 
of sounds ■ Thunder rumbled in the distance. ■ I got hungry 
and my stomach started rumbling, [-growling] ■ rumbling ma¬ 
chines 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obf] : to 
move along with a low, heavy, continuous sound ■ The train 
rumbles through town twice a day. ■ We watched as the 
trucks rumbled past/by. 

3 [no obf] US, informal + old-fashioned : to fight especially in 
the street ■ The gangs rumbled in the alley. 

4 [+ obf] Brit, informal : to reveal or discover the true charac¬ 
ter of (someone) ■ He knows I’ve rumbled him. 

rumble on [phrasal verb] : to continue for a long period of 
time ■ The debate rumbled on through newspaper articles. 
2 rumble noun, pi rumbles [count] 

1 : a low, heavy sound or series of sounds ■ I was awakened 
by the rumble of a train passing by. 

2 US, informal + old-fashioned : a fight in the street especial¬ 
ly between gangs 

rumble seat noun, pi ~ seats [count] US, old-fashioned : a 
seat in the back of a car that folds down and is not covered 
by the top ❖ Rumble seats were most common in cars made 
during the 1920s and 1930s. 

rumble strip noun, pi ~ strips [count] : a set of grooves 
along the edge of a highway or across a road that cause noise 
and shaking when they are driven over and that are used to 
warn drivers that they need to slow down or are too close to 
the edge of the road 

rum-bling /'rAmbshi)/ noun.pl -blings 

1 [count] : a low, heavy, continuous sound or series of 
sounds ■ rumblings of thunder — usually singular ■ The rum¬ 
bling of the thunder frightened the cat. ■ the rumbling of dis¬ 
tant traffic 

2 rumblings [plural] : written or spoken comments showing 
that people are unhappy about something ■ There were rum- 
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blings about rising prices. ■ the rumblings of revolution 
rum-bllS-tiOUS ArAin'bAStfas/ adj [more most ~] Brit 
: RAMBUNCTIOUS 

ru*mi*nant /'ruimanant/ noun, pi -nants [count] technical 
: an animal (such as a cow or sheep) that has more than one 
stomach and that swallows food and then brings it back up 
again to continue chewing it 

— ruminant adj ■ ruminant animals 

ru-mi-nate /'ruima.neit/ verb -nates; -nat-ed; -nat-ing 
[no obj] 

1 formal : to think carefully and deeply about something ■ 
The question got us ruminating on the real value of wealth. ■ 
He ruminated over/about the implications of their decision. 

2 technical, of an animal : to bring up and chew again what 
has already been chewed and swallowed ■ a ruminating cow 

— ru-ml-na-tion ^ruima'nei/an/ noun, pi -tlons [count] 
ruminations on the meaning of life [noncount] Cows break 
down their food by rumination. 

ru*mi-na-tive /'ruima.neitiv/ adj [more most —] formal 
: showing careful thought about something : very thought¬ 
ful ■ The poem is dark and ruminative. ■ She was in a rumina¬ 
tive mood. 

1 rum-mage /'rAmicfe/ verb, always followed by an adverb or 
preposition -mag-es; -maged; -mag-ing [no obj] : to 
search for something especially by moving and looking 
through the contents of a place • He rummaged through the 
attic for his baseball card collection. ■ He rummaged in his 
pocket for the receipt. ■ I heard you rummaging around/ 
about in the refrigerator. 

2 rummage noun [singular] chiefly Brit : the act of looking for 
something among a group of things ■ Have a rummage 
through the box [=look through the box] and see if you can 
find the toy you’re looking for. 

rummage sale noun, pi ~ sales [count] US : a sale of 
used items (such as old clothes or toys) especially to raise 
money for a church, school, charity, etc. — called also (Brit) 
jumble sale 

rum-my /'rAmi/ noun [noncount] : a card game in which 
each player tries to collect groups of three or more cards 

— see also gin rummy 

ru-mor (US) or Brit ru-mour /'raima 1 / noun, pi -mors : in¬ 
formation or a story that is passed from person to person but 
has not been proven to be true [count] There are rumors 
that they are making a new film. ■ She accused him of start¬ 
ing/spreading rumors about her. ■ Ever since his sudden res¬ 
ignation, rumors have been flying. ■ I heard a rumor that they 
broke up. • “Did you hear that they broke up?" “That’s just/ 
only a rumor." ■ The rumor turned out to be false/unfound¬ 
ed. [noncount] You can’t fire him solely based on rumor. ■ 
Rumor has it that they broke up. 

the rumor mill : a group of people who start and spread ru¬ 
mors ■ That news should keep the rumor mill churning/ 
running/going for a while! 

ru-mored (US) or Brit ru-moured /'mima^i/ adj — used to 
describe what is being said in rumors ■ The estate sold for a 
rumored $12 million, [-people say that it sold for $12 million, 
but that may not be true] ■ It was rumored that the factory 
was going to move overseas, but that turned out to be false. ■ 
The new boss is rumored to be a bit of a tyrant, 
ru-mor-mon-ger (US) or Brit ru-mour-mon-ger 
/'ruima^mairigas 'rurma^mArjga’/ noun, pi -gers [count] dis¬ 
approving : a person who enjoys spreading rumors 
rump /'rAmp/ noun, pi rumps 

1 a [count] : the back part of an animal’s body where the 
thighs join the hips ■ a horse’s/cow’s rump b [count, non¬ 
count] : a piece of meat that comes from the rump of a cow 

— called also rump steak 

2 [count] humorous : the part of the body you sit on : bot¬ 
tom ■ I slipped and fell on my rump. 

3 [singular] chiefly Brit : the part of a group that remains af¬ 
ter most of the members of that group have left or been 
forced to leave 

rum-ple /'rAmpal/ verb rum-pies; rum-pled; rum-pling 

[+ obj] : to make (something) messy or wrinkled ■ He rum¬ 
pled her hair affectionately. 

— rumpled adj ■ She put on a rumpled shirt she had worn 
the day before. ■ a rumpled bed 

rum-pus /'rAmpas/ noun [singular] chiefly Brit, informal : a 
noisy argument, fight, etc.: RUCKUS ■ They caused a rumpus 
[=commotion] with their fighting, 
rumpus room noun, pi ~ rooms [count] US, somewhat 
old-fashioned : a room usually in the basement of a house 


that a family uses for games, parties, etc. 

1 EyD. /' rAn / verb runs; ran /'ran/; run; run-ning 

1 [no obj] a : to move with your legs at a speed that is faster 
than walking ■ How fast can you run ? ■ He runs faster than 
anyone else on the team. ■ She ran up the stairs to get her 
jacket. ■ We ran for the train—but missed it. ■ I heard her 
scream and ran to help. • She ran to me for help. ■ The dog 
ran away from me. ■ The dog ran toward me. ■ When I called 
the dog, he came running. ■ Don’t expect me to come running 
every time you want something. I’m not your servant. ■ The 
chickens were running loose in the yard. ■ The horses ran 
wild. ■ He ran at me with a knife. [=he ran toward me with a 
knife in his hand] — often used figuratively ■ He ran back to 
his ex-girlfriend after I dumped him. ■ You can’t keep run¬ 
ning away from your problems. ■ Don’t come running to me 
when you get in trouble. ■ Don’t let your imagination run 
wild. I’m sure nothing bad has happened, b : to leave a 
place quickly by running ■ When the alarm sounded, the 
robbers ran. ■ He dropped the gun and ran. ■ Quick! Run and 
get a doctor! ■ The ambushed soldiers ran for cover. ■ They 
had the enemy running scared. — often + away ■ When she 
saw all the people in the audience, she had a sudden urge to 
run away. ■ They ran away screaming. — often + off ■ When 
they saw the police, they quickly ran off. 

2 a : to run as part of a sport, for exercise, or in a race [no 
obj] He ran on the track team in college. ■ She’s running in 
the marathon this year. ■ The horse will not be running in 
this race. [+ obj] I run six miles every day. ■ She ran a great 
race. [=she ran very well in the race] ■ He ran track in col¬ 
lege. ■ She’s running the marathon this year. ■ The marathon 
will be run tomorrow. [=people will be running the mara¬ 
thon tomorrow] b American football : to carry and run 
with (the ball) [+ obj] He ran the football for a 20-yard gain. 
■ He ran the kick back to the 40-yard line, [no obj] He ran 
for 15 yards. C baseball : to run from base to base [no obj] 
He runs well and might attempt a steal. [+ obj] He runs the 
bases well. 

3 [+ obj] : to cause (an animal) to run ■ He ran the horse 
through the fields. 

4 [no obj] chiefly US : to be a candidate in an election for a 
particular office — often + for ■ She is running [-(Brit) stand¬ 
ing] for mayor. — often + against ■ He is running against her 
in the upcoming election. 

5 [+ obj] a : to direct the business or activities of (some¬ 
thing) ■ She runs [-manages] the restaurant/hotel/store. ■ He 
runs the after-school program. ■ The President is doing a 
good job running the country. ■ The company is badly/pri¬ 
vately run. ■ state/family-rwn companies ■ I’m old enough to 
run my own iife\ [=make my own decisions] b : to do (a test 
or check) on someone or something ■ The doctors need to 
run some more tests. — often + on ■ The doctors ran some 
tests on the blood samples. ■ The police ran a security check 
on him. 

6 a [+ obj] : to use and control (something) ■ I’m not licensed 
to run [-operate] a forklift, b [+ obj] : to put (something) 
into operation ■ You should run the engine for a few minutes 
before you start driving. ■ He ran the program (on the com¬ 
puter). C [no obj] : to function or operate ■ Never leave 
your car unattended while the engine is running. ■ He didn’t 
know the camera was still running. • He had his new comput¬ 
er up and running in no time. — often + on • This software 
runs on most computers. ■ The car runs on [=uses] diesel. 

7 a usually followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
go on a particular route or at particular times ■ The bus/fer¬ 
ry runs every hour. ■ The train runs between New York and 
Washington. ■ Trains no longer run on this track. ■ The buses 
are running late. [=the buses are late] b [+ obj] : to have (a 
bus, train, ferry, etc.) traveling on a route ■ They run extra 
trains on Saturdays. 

8 a [no obj] : to make a quick trip to a place for something ■ 
She ran (up/down) to the store for bread and milk. ■ He ran 
over to the neighbors for some sugar, b [+ obj] : to drive 
(someone) a short distance to a place or event ■ I have to run 
the kids to soccer practice. C always followed by an adverb 
or preposition [+ obj] : to bring (something) quickly to some¬ 
one who is at a particular place ■ Wait here. I’m just going to 
run this in/inside to her. ■ He ran an umbrella out to her be¬ 
fore she drove off. d [+ obj] : to do (something that involves 
making a quick trip) : to do (an errand) ■ I have a few er¬ 
rands to run after I leave work today. 

9 always followed by an adverb or preposition a [+ obj] : to 
cause (a driver or vehicle) to move in a particular direction ■ 
That car tried to run me off the road! ■ She ran her car off the 
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road. ■ He ran the car into a tree, b [no obj ] of a driver or ve¬ 
hicle : to move in a particular direction ■ His car ran off the 
road. = He ran off the road. — see also RUN into (below), 
run over (below) 

10 always followed by an adverb or preposition a [+ obj] : to 
cause (something) to pass through, over, along, or into some¬ 
thing else ■ She ran her fingers through my hair. ■ He ran a 
brush over the dog’s fur. ■ I quickly ran my eyes over/down 
the list of names, b [no obj \: to travel or spread in a fast or 
uncontrolled way ■ Whispers ran through the crowd. ■ A chill 
ran up/down my spine. 

11 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj \ a : to 
go or extend in a particular direction ■ The boundary line 
runs east. ■ The road runs through the mountain. ■ The high¬ 
way runs from Boston to New York. — sometimes used figu¬ 
ratively ■ My tastes in novels run to/toward science fiction 
and thrillers. [=1 tend to like science fiction and thrillers] ■ 
Such behavior runs counter to [=such behavior does not 
agree with] the values of our society. ■ He does nothing that 
would run against [=go against] his moral principles, b — 
used to describe the position of a road, path, etc. ■ The high¬ 
way runs close to the shore. ■ The route runs the length of the 
eastern coast. ■ A path runs along the ridge. ■ The pipes run 
beneath the floor. ■ There was a scratch running down the 
side of the car. 

12 [+ obj ] : to cause (something, such as a wire or cable) to 
go or extend from one point to another ■ He ran the wires up 
from the basement. 

13 [+ obj\ : to bring (something) from one country into an¬ 
other country illegally and secretly ■ He was arrested for run¬ 
ning [=; smuggling ] drugs into the country. 

14a [no obj ]: to flow ■ He left the water running. : to flow in 
a particular direction ■ The river runs down to the valley. ■ 
The river runs into the gulf. ■ The tide was running out. • 
Sand ran out of the bag. ■ Steam runs through the pipes. ■ 
Blood was running down his leg. b [+ obj] : to cause (some¬ 
thing) to flow or to produce a flow of water ■ She ran the 
tap/faucet. ■ Run the water until it gets hot. c [+ obj] : to 
prepare (a bath) by running a faucet • She ran a hot bath for 
her husband. = She ran her husband a hot bath. 

15 [no obj] a : to produce a flow of liquid ■ Chopping the 
onions made my eyes run. [ =water ] ■ I knew I was getting sick 
when my nose started to run. ■ a running sore b : to spread 
or flow into another area ■ Your eyeliner is running. ■ Mas¬ 
cara ran from her eyes. ■ The paint ran in some spots. ■ The 
writing was blurred where the ink ran. C : to have a color 
that spreads onto other pieces of clothing when clothes are 
washed together ■ Her red shirt ran and made my blue jeans 
look purple. ■ colors that run 

16 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
continue or remain effective for a particular period of time ■ 
His contract runs until next season. ■ She received six months 
on each charge, and the sentences are to run concurrently. ■ 
The course runs over a six-week period of time. ■ The tele¬ 
vised game ran 30 minutes over the scheduled time. ■ The 
play has run for six months. ■ Things ran smoothly at the of¬ 
fice while the boss was away. 

17 [no obj] : to be or to begin to be something specified ■ The 
well has run dry. ■ Her creativity has run dry. ■ We are run¬ 
ning low on fuel. [=our supply of fuel is getting low] ■ Sup¬ 
plies were running low/short. ■ We ran short of money. [=we 
did not have enough money] ■ I have to hurry. I’m running 
late. [=I’m late; I’m behind schedule] ■ The project is running 
behind schedule. 

18 [no obj] : to include everything between specified limits 
: range ■ The prices for tickets run from $10 to $50. 

19 [+ obj] : to allow charges on (a bill) to add up before pay¬ 
ing ■ He ran a tab at the bar. 

20 a [+ obj] : to have (an amount of money) as a price ■ The 
rooms run [=cost] $100 a night, b [no obj] : to have or reach 
a particular length, size, or amount • The book runs (to) 
nearly 500 pages. ■ Their annual budget runs to about 5 mil¬ 
lion dollars. ■ Their yearly income runs into/to six figures. 
[=their yearly income is more than $100,000] ■ Gas is running 
at over $4 per gallon. [=gas prices are over $4 per gallon] 

21 a [+ obj] : to print or broadcast (something) ■ Every news¬ 
paper in the city ran the story. ■ The ad was run in yester¬ 
day’s newspaper. ■ The news station ran a feature on how to 
eat healthier, b [no obj] : to appear in print or on television 
■ Many of his stories ran in national magazines. ■ The show 
has run for five seasons. 

22 [+ obj] : to produce (a copy of a document, newspaper, 
etc.) using a printer or copying machine ■ 10,000 copies were 


tun for the first edition. — see also RUN OFF (below) 

23 a [+ obj] : to have (particular words) in writing or print ■ 
“We Will Not Lose” ran the headline. [=the headline was/said 
“We Will Not Lose”] b [no obj] : to be expressed in words ■ 
The definition runs as follows . .. 

24 [+ obj] : to drive past or through (a stop sign or red traffic 
light) illegally without stopping ■ He ran a red light. = He ran 
the light. ■ She ran the stop sign. 

25 [no obj] US, of stockings : to start to have a long hole that 
continues to get longer ■ The nylons are guaranteed not to 
run. [={Brit) ladder] 

26 [+ obj] chiefly Brit : to own and maintain (a vehicle) ■ I 
can’t afford to run a car on my salary. 

In addition to the phrases shown below, run occurs in 
many idioms that are shown at appropriate entries 
throughout the dictionary. For example, cut and run can 
be found at 'CUT and run a tight ship can be found at 

'SHIP. _ 

run across [phrasal verb] run across (someone or some¬ 
thing) : to meet (someone) or find (something) by chance ■ 

I ran across [=ran into] an old roommate of mine today. ■ I 
ran across some old photos from when I was a kid. 
run a fever/temperature If you are running a fever/tem¬ 
perature, you have a body temperature that is higher than 
normal. 

run after [phrasal verb] 1 run after (someone or something) 
: to run toward (someone or something) in an attempt to 
catch that person or thing - The dog ran after [=chased] the 
squirrel. 2 run after (someone) informal + disapproving 
: to try to start a romantic relationship with (someone) ■ 
He’s always running after younger women. 
run along [phrasal verb] informal + somewhat old-fashioned 
: to go away : leave • He told the boy to run along home. ■ 
Run along now, kid. This doesn’t concern you. 
run around or chiefly Brit run about or run round [phrasal 
verb] 

1 : to run in an area while playing ■ The children were run¬ 
ning around outside. 2 informal : to go from place to place 
in a busy or hurried way ■ I spent the whole day running 
around doing errands. 3 run around/about/round with 
(someone) informal + disapproving : to spend a lot of time 
with (someone) • He runs around with younger women. 
run away [phrasal verb] 1 : to leave your home suddenly 
without permission and go somewhere else to live ■ He ran 
away (from home) at a young age. ■ They ran away [==ran 
off] together because their families objected to their mar¬ 
riage. — see also runaway 2 : to avoid a person or situ¬ 
ation that makes you feel uncomfortable ■ You shouldn’t 
keep running away. You should face your mom and tell her 
how you feel. 3 a run away with (someone) disapproving 
: to leave a person or place in order to live with and have a 
sexual relationship with (someone) ■ He left his wife and 
ran away with [=ran off with] his secretary. ■ She ran away 
with a man old enough to be her father, b run away with 
(something) : to leave a place with (something that does 
not belong to you) ■ The butler ran away with [=stole, ran 
off with] the family silver. 4 run away with (something) in¬ 
formal a : to be the best or most popular performer in (a 
performance) ■ She ran away with [=stole] the show, b : to 
win (something) very easily • She ran away with the elec¬ 
tion. ■ He ran away with first place. 5 run away with 
(someone) : to make (someone) do something that is not 
sensible or reasonable ■ Don’t let your imagination run 
away with you. [=don’t let yourself imagine all kinds of 
things that aren’t true] — see also 'run lb (above) 
run by/past [phrasal verb] run (something) by/past (some¬ 
one) : to tell (something) to (someone) so that it can be 
considered, approved, etc. ■ You’d better run this past the 
boss. [=you’d better tell the boss about this and find out if 
he/she thinks it is a good idea] ■ He ran some ideas by her. ■ 
0 informal ) Can you run that by me again? [=can you repeat 
what you just said?] 

run down [phrasal verb] 1 run (someone or something) 
down or run down (someone or something) : to hit and 
knock down (a person or animal) with a vehicle ■ He says 
she deliberately tried to run him down. 2 a run (someone 
or something) down or run down (someone or something) 
: to chase after and catch (a person or animal) ■ The cops 
ran the robber down in an alley, b : to find (someone or 
something) after searching ■ He wasn’t in his office, but I 
finally ran him down in the faculty lounge. 3 run down or 
run down (something) or run (something) down a : to use 
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up or cause (something) to use up all of its power ■ The 
clock ran down. [=the clock slowed down and stopped 
working because it did not have any more power] ■ The 
watch’s battery ran down. ■ Turn off the radio so you don’t 
run down the batteries, b Brit : to become or cause 
(something, such as a business or activity) to become grad¬ 
ually smaller ■ The company has been running down for de¬ 
cades. ■ The company has been running down its factories/ 
inventory. 4 run (someone or something) down or run 
down (someone or something) informal : to criticize 
(someone or something) in usually an unfair way ■ Don’t 
keep running yourself down like that: you have a lot to of¬ 
fer! 5 run down (something) : to say or repeat (a list of 
people or things) from the beginning to the end ■ Let me 
just run down all the things we need to do. ■ He ran down 
the list of names. — see also rundown 

run for it informal : to run to avoid being caught ■ It’s the 
cops! Run for it\ 

run high : to be or become very strong or intense • Passions 
often run high in these debates. [=people often get very an¬ 
gry in these debates] ■ Emotions are running high between 
the two teams. 

run in \phrasal verb] 1 run (someone) in or run in (some¬ 
one) informal + somewhat old-fashioned : to arrest (some¬ 
one) ■ The police ran him in for being drunk and disorder¬ 
ly. 2 run (something) in or run in (something) Brit : to 
drive (a new vehicle) carefully for a period of time until it 
is ready for regular use ■ \bu shouldn’t drive a new car too 
fast while you’re running it in. [=breaking it in] 

run into [phrasal verb] 1 run into (someone or something) 
: to move into (someone or something) in a sudden or 
forceful way ■ He went off the road and ran into a tree. = 
His car went off the road and ran into a tree. ■ Some guy on 
a bike almost ran into me! ■ She wasn’t paying attention 
and ran right into the table. 2 run into (someone) : to 
meet (someone) by chance • I ran into [-ran across] an old 
classmate the other day. 3 run into (something) : to expe¬ 
rience (something that is unpleasant or difficult) : en¬ 
counter ■ We ran into some bad weather on our way 
home. ■ We ran into some problems setting up the comput¬ 
er. 

run its course When something runs its course , it begins, 
continues for a time, and then ends. ■ The disease usually 
runs its course in a few days. 

run off [phrasal verb] 1 a : to leave or abandon a person or 
place ■ Her husband ran off and left her with two small 
children to care for. — see also 1 RUN 1 b (above) b run off 
with (someone or something) informal : to leave a place 
with (someone or something): to run away with (someone 
or something) ■ Her husband ran off with his secretary. ■ 
She ran off with all the money. 2 run off (something) or 
run (something) off : to repeat or produce (something) 
quickly ■ Would you please run off five copies of this letter? 
— see also 1 RUN 22 (above) 3 run (someone or some¬ 
thing) off or run off (someone or something) US : to force 
(a person or animal) off your land ■ He ran us offhis prop¬ 
erty. 

run on [phrasal verb] 1 : to talk about something for a long 
time ■ He ran on (and on) about politics until everybody 
was bored. 2 : to keep going without being stopped or in¬ 
terrupted for a long period of time ■ The meeting ran on 
for hours. 

run out [phrasal verb] 1 a : to come to an end ■ Time ran 
out [=expired] before we could tie the game. ■ My contract 
will run out soon, b : to become used up ■ The gasoline 
ran out before we got to Denver. ■ Our money finally ran 
out. [=our money was all used; we had no more money] 2 
run (someone) out or run (someone) out of (something) 
old-fashioned : to force (someone) to leave a place ■ An an¬ 
gry mob ran him out of town. 3 run out (something) or 
run (something) out baseballof a batter : to run hard to 
first base after hitting (a batted ball) ■ His manager got an¬ 
gry because he failed to run out a grounder. 4 run out or 
run out of (something) : to use up the available supply of 
(something) ■ We’re low on gas. We’d better stop before we 
run out. ■ He ran out of space and had to put his address on 
the other side of the paper. ■ You have to work faster. 
We’re running out of time. 5 run out on (someone) infor¬ 
mal : to leave (someone you should stay with) : to aban¬ 
don or desert (someone) ■ She ran out on her husband and 
children to be with a man old enough to be her father. 

run over [phrasal verb] 1 : to go beyond a limit ■ The meet¬ 
ing ran over. [=the meeting was longer than it was expected 


or planned to be] 2 a : to flow over the top or edge of 
something : overflow ■ The water was running over onto 
the floor, b of a container : to have a liquid flow over its 
edge : overflow ■ His cup ran over. 3 run over (some¬ 
one or something) or run (someone or something) over a 
: to knock down and drive over or go over (someone or 
something) ■ The dog was run over by a car. ■ The running 
back ran over two defenders, b : to read, repeat, or prac¬ 
tice (something) quickly ■ Let’s run the lines over together 
one more time. ■ Can you run over the instructions again? 
run past see run by (above) 

run through [phrasal verb] 1 run through (something) a 
: to spend or use up (something) quickly : squander ■ He 
ran through his winnings in a short time, b run through 
(something) : to read, repeat, or practice (something) 
quickly ■ Let’s run through our lines one more time. ■ He 
quickly ran through the dance routine. — see also run- 
through C : to occur repeatedly in (something) or 
throughout (something) ■ The song has been running 
through my head all morning. ■ Thoughts and memories of 
home kept running through his mind. ■ A note of despair 
runs through the narrative. 2 run (something) through 
(something) : to enter (information) into (a computer) for 
processing ■ She ran his name through the police computer 
to see if he had any previous arrests. ■ He ran the data 
through. 3 run (someone) through literary ; to push a 
sword through (someone) ■ He ran him through with his 
sword. 

run up [phrasal verb] 1 run up (something) or run (some¬ 
thing) up a : to raise (a flag) to the top of a flagpole ■ To 
celebrate our victory, we ran up our flag, b : to achieve (a 
large score or lead) ■ Our team ran up a big lead in the first 
quarter. ■ (US) She angrily accused the other coach of de¬ 
liberately running up the score, ^continuing to try to 
score more points even though they are not needed to win 
a game] C : to increase the amount of (something) ■ These 
extras will run the bill up another $100. d : to get (a large 
bill, debt, etc.) by buying many things without making 
payments — often + up ■ She ran up a large phone bill. ■ He 
ran up a lot of debt on his credit cards. 2 run up against 
(something) : to experience (something difficult) : en¬ 
counter • She has run up against a lot of opposition. ■ He 
has run up against a bug in his computer program. 
run with \phrasal verb] run with (something) informal : to 
use (something) in a very energetic, enthusiastic, and effec¬ 
tive way • He took the idea and ran with it. 
run your mouth informal : to talk too much and in a foolish 
way ■ He’s always running his mouth about what a great 
athlete he is. 

walk before you (can) run see ‘walk 
2 run noun, pi runs 

TJcount] : an act of running • He goes for a six-mile run ev¬ 
ery evening. ■ She took the dogs out for a run. ■ When they 
realized they might miss the train, they broke into a run. 
[=started running] ■ The robbers heard the police sirens and 
made a run for it. [=ran away to avoid being captured] ■ The 
dog was coming toward us at a run. [=the dog was running 
toward us] — see also hit-and-run 

2 [count] a : a continuous series of similar things — often + 
of • We had a long run of cloudy days. • a run of good/bad 
luck • a long run of wins/losses b : a continuous series of 
performances or showings ■ The play had a run of six months 
on Broadway. = The play had a six-month run on Broadway. 

3 [count] : the amount of a product that is produced at one 
time — often + of ■ The book had a print run of 10,000 cop¬ 
ies. [=10,000 copies of the book were printed at the one time] 

4 [count] US : an attempt to win or do something ■ The team 
is making a run at the championship. [=the team is playing 
well and has a chance to win the championship] ■ She made 
an unsuccessful run for a seat in the Senate. [=she tried to be 
elected to a seat in the Senate, but she lost the election] ■ (in¬ 
formal) “I can’t solve this math problem.” “Let me take a run 
at it." [=let me try it] 

5 [singular] : the usual or normal kind of person or thing ■ 
She’s not like the average/normal/general/usual run of stu¬ 
dents. [=she’s not like most students] ■ The place is different 
from the usual run of restaurants. 

6 [count] a : a score made in baseball when a player reach¬ 
es home plate after going around the bases ■ The home team 
took the lead with three runs in the bottom of the fifth (in¬ 
ning). ■ a three-run lead — see also HOME RUN b : a score 
made in cricket 

7 [count] American football : a play in which a player tries to 
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move the ball forward by running with it ■ He scored on a 25- 
yard run. 

8 a [count] : a regular journey that is made by a bus, train, 
etc. ■ The bus makes four runs daily. ■ a delivery run 9 C Brit) 
the school run [=a regular trip in which parents take their 
children to or from school each day] ■ The planes were sent 
out on a bomb/bombing run. b [singular] : a short trip in a 
vehicle ■ 1 have to make a quick run to the store. 

9 [count] : a track that slopes down and that is used for ski¬ 
ing, sledding, etc. ■ a ski run [=slope] 9 a bobsled run 

10 [count] : a path that is used regularly by animals ■ a deer 
run — see also rat run 

11 [count] : an enclosed area for animals where they feed 
and exercise ■ a chicken run 

12 [count] US : a long hole in a stocking ■ She had a run in 
her stocking/nylons. — called also (Brit) ladder 

13 [count] music : a series of notes that are sung or played 
quickly up or down a scale 

14 [count] : a situation in which many people want to have, 
get, or do something at the same time — usually singular; 
usually + on 9 There’s been a big run on tickets for the game. 
[=a lot of people have been trying to get tickets for the game] 
■ There was a run on the bank. [=a lot of people were taking 
their money out of the bank because they were afraid that 
the bank would fail] 

15 [count] : the general way in which something is moving 
or changing ■ Investors are anxiously watching the run of the 
stock market. [=are watching to see if the stock market is go¬ 
ing up or down] 

16 the runs informal : diarrhea ■ a bad case of the runs 

17 [count] technical : an occurrence in which a large number 
of fish (such as salmon) swim up a river to return to the 
place where they were hatched and produce young ■ a salm¬ 
on run 

a run for your money ^ Someone who gives you a (good) 
run for your money in a game or contest makes it difficult 
for you to win by trying hard and playing or performing 
well." Though they lost, they gave last year’s champions a 
run for their money. 

on the run 1 a : running away from someone in order to 
avoid being captured ■ an escaped convict on the run 9 He is 
on the run from the cops, b : running away because you 
are about to be defeated ■ The army had the enemy on the 
run. 2 : while going somewhere or while doing something 
else ■ We ate lunch on the run. 3 informal : continuously 
busy ■ He’s always on the run. 

the run of : the freedom to go anywhere or do anything you 
want in (a place) ■ With his parents gone, he had the run of 
the house. 

- see also dry run, dummy run, long run, short run, 
TRIAL RUN 

run-about /'rAna.baut/ noun, pi -abouts [count] 

1 chiefly US : a small motorboat 

2 chiefly Brit : a small car 
run-around /'rAn3,raund/ noun 

the runaround informal -v* If someone gives you the run¬ 
around or you get the runaround , you are not given the in¬ 
formation or help that you need because someone will not 
answer your questions or deal with your problem directly. 
■ I’m tired of getting the runaround from your customer 
representatives. ■ They keep giving me the runaround. 
1 run-away /'rAn3,wei/ noun, pi -aways [count] : someone 
(such as a child) who leaves home without permission 
: someone who runs away from home ■ teenage runaways 

— see also run away at ‘run 
2 runaway adj, always used before a noun 

1 — used to describe a person who has left home without 
permission or who has escaped from someplace ■ runaway 
teenagers ■ a runaway slave 

2 : operating, running, increasing, etc., in a fast and danger¬ 
ous way that cannot be controlled ■ a runaway horse/train ■ a 
runaway oil well ■ runaway inflation 

3 : extremely successful ■ a runaway best seller ■ The play 
was a runaway success. 

4 a : won very easily by a large amount ■ a runaway victory 
b : having won very easily by a large amount ■ She was the 
runaway winner of the race. 

run batted in noun, pi runs batted in [count] baseball 

: rbi 

run-down /'rAn'daun/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : in very bad condition because of age or lack of care • 


They lived in a run-down farmhouse in rural Maine. 

2 not used before a noun : in poor health or physical condi¬ 
tion : worn-out or exhausted ■ You look run-down. 
run-down /'rAn.daun/ noun, pi -downs [count] 

1 : a quick report about the main parts of something ■ They 
gave us a rundown on/of the main points of the news. 

2 Brit : a gradual reduction in the size of a business, activity, 
etc. ■ a rundown of/in our public services — see also run 
down at ‘run 

3 baseball : a play in which a runner is chased by two or 
more opposing players who throw the ball to each other in 
an attempt to tag the runner out ■ He was caught in a run¬ 
down. 

rune /'ru:n/ noun.pl runes [count] : any of the characters in 
the alphabets that were used in ancient times by people of 
Northern Europe 

— ru-nic /'ru:mk/ adj 9 a runic inscription 
1 ru ng past participle of 3 ring 
2 rung /Yao/ noun, pi rungs [count] 

1 : a piece of wood or metal that is placed between the legs 
of a chair for support 

2 : one of the pieces of wood or metal that is used as a step 
on a ladder 

3 : a position or level within a group, organization, etc., that 
is higher or lower than others ■ He was on the bottom rung 
on the corporate ladder. ■ the top rung of society ■ the low¬ 
est/highest rung of the pay scale 

run—in /'rAn,in/ noun, pi -ins [count] informal : an angry ar¬ 
gument — usually + with 9 He had a run-in with the cops, 
run-nel /'v\n\/ noun, pi -nels [count] formal + literary : a 
small stream 

run-ner /'rAna/ noun, pi -ners [count] 

1 a : a person who runs as part of a sport, for exercise, or in 
a race ■ a long-distance/cross-country/marathon runner 9 
She’s a fast runner, b : an animal (such as a horse) that runs 
in a race 

2 a : a person who delivers messages, reports, materials, or 
products either within a business or organization or to out¬ 
side locations : messenger b : a person who brings drugs, 
guns, etc., to a place illegally and secretly • a drug runner 

3 baseball : a player who is on base or is trying to reach a 
base : base runner ■ The runner slid into third base. 

4 : a long, thin piece or part on which something (such as a 
sled, skate, or drawer) slides 

5 : a stem of a plant that grows along the ground and that 
forms new plants ■ a plant that spreads by sending out run¬ 
ners 

6 a : a long, narrow carpet for a hall or staircase b : a nar¬ 
row cloth cover for a table or other piece of furniture 

do a runner Brit, informal : to leave a place quickly by run¬ 
ning especially to avoid paying a bill or to escape punish¬ 
ment 

run-ner—Up /'rAna'iAp/ noun, pi run-ners—up /'rAn3*z,Ap/ 
[count] : a person or team that does not win first place in a 
competition but that does well enough to get a prize ■ the 
first and second runners-up in the beauty pageant; especially 
: a person or team that finishes in second place " The winner 
will receive $1,000 and the runner-up will receive $100. 
1 run-ning /'rAnnj/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the activity or sport of running ■ He took up running for 
exercise. ■ long-distance running 9 They go running every 
evening. 

2 : the activity of managing or operating something — usu¬ 
ally + of 9 She’s in charge of the day-to-day running of the en¬ 
tire operation. ■ the smooth running of the events 

3 : the activity of bringing drugs, guns, etc., to a place illegal¬ 
ly and secretly ■ drug running 

in the running 1 : competing in a contest ■ The enthusiasm 
of his supporters made him decide to stay in the running 
for mayor. 2 : having a chance to win a contest ■ She is 
still in the running for the prize. 
out of the running 1 : not competing in a contest ■ He de¬ 
clared himself officially out of the running for mayor. 2 
: having no chance to win a contest ■ She is now out of the 
running for the prize. 

2 running adj, always used before a noun 

1 : operating or flowing ■ Never add fuel to a running engine. 
■ a running faucet — see also running water 

2 : going on steadily or repeatedly for a long period of time ■ 
The farmer had a running battle with pests and disease. ■ a 
running joke/gag [=a joke/gag that is repeated many times in 
slightly different ways] 
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3 : made during the course of a process or activity ■ The ma¬ 
jor television stations provided running commentaries on the 
election results. ■ She kept a running total of their expenses 
on the trip. 

4 : done while running or immediately after running • a run¬ 
ning catch/jump 

5 American football — used to describe play in which the 
ball is moved forward by running rather than by passing ■ a 
running play ■ The team has a strong running game. [=the 
team is good at moving the ball by running with it] 

6 : designed for use by runners ■ a running track ■ running 
shoes 

3 running adv, always used after a noun : following or happen¬ 
ing one after the other "It has rained (for) three days run¬ 
ning. [=for three days in a row; for three consecutive days] ■ 
He has won the competition three times running. 
running back noun, pi ~ backs [count] American football 
: a player who carries the football on running plays 
running board noun, pi ~ boards [count] : a long, nar¬ 
row board that is attached to the side of a vehicle to make it 
easier for people to get in and out 
running mate noun, pi ~ mates [count] chiefly US : the 
person who runs with someone in an election (such as an 
election to choose a new president) and who is given the less 
important position (such as vice president) if they are elected 

■ When John F. Kennedy ran for president, his running mate 
was Lyndon Johnson. 

running Start noun [singular] chiefly US — used to say that 
a person or animal is running at the start of a race, jump, etc. 

■ How fast can you cover 100 meters if you have a running 
start ? [=if you are already running when you pass the start¬ 
ing point of that 100 meters?] ■ The sprinters were given a 
running start. [=were allowed to be running at the start of the 
race] — often used figuratively • The new mayor is off to a 
running start, [-flying start] [=the new mayor has been suc¬ 
cessful very quickly] ■ The company was given a running start 
[=head start, advantage] by its experience with similar 
projects in the past. 

running time noun, pi ~ times [count, noncount] : the 
amount of time that a movie, performance, recording, etc., 
lasts from beginning to end 

running water noun [noncount] : water that comes into a 
building through pipes • a cabin with hot and cold running 
water 

run-ny /'r\m/ adj run-ni*er; -est 

1 of a food : soft and with a lot of liquid ■ The scrambled eggs 
are runny. ■ The pudding is runnier than I like it. 

2 : having a thin flow of liquid flowing out ■ a little boy with 
a runny nose • My eyes felt itchy and runny. 

run-Off /'rAn.aif/ noun, pi -offs 

1 [count] : an additional race, contest, or election that is held 
because an earlier one has not resulted in a winner 

2 [noncount] : water from rain or snow that flows over the 
surface of the ground into streams 

run—Of—the—mill ArAnjyvda'mil/ adj, often disapproving 
: average or ordinary - a run-of-the-mill performance 
runt /'rAnt/ noun, pi runts [count] 

1 : the smallest animal in a group that is bom to one mother 
at the same time ■ the runt of the litter 

2 informal + disapproving : a very small or weak person ■ a 
skinny little runt 

— runty /'rAnti/ adj -i-er; -i-est ■ a runty kid 
run-through /'rAn,0ru:/ noun, pi -throughs [count] : an 
activity in which you quickly do or read all the different 
parts of something especially in order to practice or prepare 
for something (such as a performance) ■ She gave her lines/ 
notes a quick run-through. ■ They did a run-through [= re¬ 
hearsal] of the play. — see also run through at 1 run 
run—up /'rAn,Ap/ noun, pi -ups [count] 

1 : a usually sudden increase in price ■ a run-up in stock pric¬ 
es 

2 : the period immediately before an action or event • during 
the run-up to the war/election 

run-way /'rAn,wei/ noun, pi -ways [count] 

1 : a long strip of ground where airplanes take off and land 

2 US : a raised structure along which models walk in a fash¬ 
ion Show : CATWALK 

ru-pee /ru'pi:/ noun, pi -pees [count] : the basic unit of 
money in some Asian countries including India and Pakistan 
ru-pi-ah /ru'piija/ noun, pi rupiah or ru-pi*ahs [count] 
: the basic unit of money in Indonesia 


1 rup-ture /'r\pnoun, pi -tures 

1 [count, noncount] : a crack or break in something (such as 
a pipe) ■ A rupture in the pipeline resulted in major water 
damage. 

2 medical a : a break or tear in a part of the body [count] a 
rupture of an artery [noncount] an infection that could 
cause rupture of the eardrum b [count] : hernia 

3 [count] : a break in good relations between people or coun¬ 
tries ■ The conflict caused a rupture in relations between the 
former allies. ■ They’re trying to heal the rupture in their rela¬ 
tionship. 

z rupture verb -tures; -tured; -turning 

1 a : to break or burst [no obj] The pipe ruptured because of 
high water pressure. [+ obj ] High water pressure ruptured 
the pipe, b [+ obj] medical : to cause a break or tear in (a 
part of the body) • The impact ruptured his liver. ■ a ruptured 
eardrum ■ I almost ruptured myself [=1 almost gave myself a 
hernia] trying to lift that heavy box. 

2 [+ obj] : to damage or destroy (a relationship, situation, 
etc.) • The scandal ruptured relations between the two coun¬ 
tries. ■ The crime ruptured the peace of a small town. 

ru-ral /'r^ral/ adj [more most —] : of or relating to the 
country and the people who live there instead of the city • 
She lives in a rural area. ■ a rural community/setting ■ rural 
voters — opposite urban 

ruse /'ru:s, Brit 'ru:z/ noun, pi rushes [count] : a trick or act 
that is used to fool someone ■ His act was just a clever ruse to 
get me to go out with him. 

1 rush /'rAjy verb rush-es; rushed; rush-ing 

1 [no obj] : to move or do something very quickly or in a way 
that shows you are in a hurry ■ Firefighters rushed to the ac¬ 
cident scene. ■ The children rushed down the stairs. ■ She 
rushed past me. ■ I rushed home from work to get ready for 
the party. • She rushed through dinner. ■ I’m getting every¬ 
thing ready tonight so I won’t have to rush (around) in the 
morning. ■ She rushed to close the window when she heard 
the rain. ■ We were rushing to catch the bus. 

2 a [+ obj] : to cause or force (someone) to do something too 
quickly ■ He got nervous because they rushed him. ■ Please 
stop rushing me! — often + into ■ They rushed her into mak¬ 
ing a bad decision, b [no obj] : to do something too quickly 
and often with little thought, attention, or care ■ He rushed 
through his work and made a lot of careless mistakes. — of¬ 
ten + into ■ She rushed into (making) a bad decision. ■ After 
the divorce, he rushed into another marriage. 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
flow or move veiy quickly in a particular direction • Water 
rushed through the pipes. ■ The rushing water broke through 
the barrier. — often used figuratively ■ When he saw her 
photo, memories came rushing back. 

4 always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj] : to bring 
or send (someone or something) very quickly to a particular 
place ■ He rushed his wife to the hospital. ■ Supplies for the 
victims were rushed in. — sometimes used figuratively ■ 
Lawmakers rushed the bill through Congress. 

5 [+ obj] : to do (something) quickly in a short period of time 
■ He asked the clerk to rush his order. 

6 [+ obj \: to run towaid (someone or something) very quick¬ 
ly ■ Several hostages rushed the gunman and knocked him to 
the ground. ■ The crowd rushed the stage at the concert. 

7 [+ obj] US a : to go through the process of becoming a 
member of (a fraternity or sorority) ■ She is rushing a sorori¬ 
ty. b : to try to get (a student) to join a fraternity or sorori¬ 
ty ■ He is being rushed by a fraternity. 

8 American football : to move a football down the field by 
running with it instead of throwing it [no obj] He rushed 
[=ran] for 100 yards in last week’s game. = He had 100 yards 
rushing in last week’s game. ■ The team has a strong rushing 
defense/attack. [+ obj] He rushed [-ran] the ball for 100 
yards in last week’s game. 

rush out [phrasal verb] rush (something) out or rush out 
(something) : to produce (something) very quickly ■ We 
had to rush the manuscript out so that it could be copied. ■ 
Reporters rushed out the story for the morning edition of 
the newspaper. 

2 rush noun, pi rushes 

1 [singular] a : a quick, strong, or fast movement ■ He made 
a sudden rush toward the door, b : a quick and forceful 
movement of air, water, etc. ■ We felt a rush of cold/hot air 
from the vent. ■ When the levees broke, the rush of water 
flooded the area. 

2 [singular] : a situation in which someone is doing some- 
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thing very quickly or hurrying ■ In his rush to get out the 
door, he forgot his hat. [=he forgot his hat because he was 
rushing/hurrying to get out the door] ■ We are in no rush 
[=hurry] to finish. 

3 [count] : a situation in which a large number of people 
move to or toward one place at the same time usually to do a 
specific thing or to search for something ■ Shop early to 
avoid the Christmas/holiday rush. [=the time when everyone 
else is doing their shopping] — see also GOLD rush 

4 [count]: a sudden demand for something by many people ■ 
There is always a rush for fans and air conditioners during 
the first heat wave. 

5 [count] US : the process of finding new people to join a fra¬ 
ternity or sorority • a fraternity rush 

6 rushes [plural] : the first prints of scenes of a film or mov¬ 
ie that have not been edited • The director and the actors 
watched the rushes from the previous day’s filming. 

7 [count] : a strong feeling or emotion caused by a drug or 
by something exciting ■ The roller-coaster lide gave me a 
rush. [=thrill] ■ an adrenaline rush [=high] • I felt a rush of re¬ 
lief after hearing the news. 

— compare 3 rush 

3 rush noun, pi rushes [count] : a tall plant similar to grass 
that grows in wet areas and that is used to make baskets and 
other things when dried — compare 2 rush 
rush-er /'rAja*/ noun, pi -ers [count] : someone or some¬ 
thing that rushes; especially, American football : a player who 
carries the ball during running plays ■ He was the team's 
leading rusher last year. 

rush hour noun, pi hours [count, noncount] : a time dur¬ 
ing the day early in the morning or late in the afternoon 
when many people are traveling on roads to get to work or 
to get home from work ■ We got caught in the morning rush 
hour. • rush hour traffic 

rusk /‘rAsk/ noun, pi rusks [count] chiefly Brit : a dry, hard 
cookie that is eaten especially by young children 
rus-set /‘rAsat/ noun [noncount] : a reddish-brown color 

— see color picture on page C3 
Rus-sian /‘rA/an/ noun, pi -sians 

1 [count] a : a person bom, raised, or living in Russia b : a 
person whose family is from Russia 

2 [noncount] : the language of the Russian people 

— Russian adj • Russian food/literature 

Russian dressing noun [noncount] US : a type of salad 
dressing that typically contains chili sauce, chopped pickles, 
or pimientos 

Russian roulette noun [noncount] : a dangerous game in 
which people fire a gun with a single bullet at their heads 
without knowing if the bullet will be shot or not — often 
used figuratively • He was playing Russian roulette with his 
life. [=he was doing something that was very foolish and dan¬ 
gerous and that could destroy or end his life] 

1 rust /‘rASt/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a reddish substance that forms on iron or some other 
metal usually when it comes in contact with moisture or air ■ 
an old pump covered in rust ■ rust spots/patches 

2 : a disease that causes plants to develop reddish-brown 
spots 

3 : a reddish-brown color 
z rust verb rusts; rust-ed; rust-ing 

1 [no obj]: to form rust: to become rusty ■ Your bicycle will 
rust if you leave it out in the rain. ■ rusting nails ■ The paint 
prevents rusting. 

2 [+ obj] : to cause rust to form on (something) ■ The moist 
air rusted the latch on the door. ■ The old iron fence was rust¬ 
ed. 

Rust-belt /‘rASt,belt/ noun 

the Rustbelt : the northeastern and midwestem states of 
the U.S. in which many factories (such as steel mills) have 
closed because of changes in the economy • Many people 
have moved from the Rustbelt to the Sunbelt. 

1 rus-tic /‘rAstik ! adj [more most ~] 

1 : of, relating to, or suitable for the country or people who 
live in the country ■ The inn has a rustic atmosphere. ■ a rus¬ 
tic village 


2 : made of rough wood ■ simple, rustic furniture 

— rus-tic-i-ty /.rA'stisati/ noun [noncount] • the rusticity of 
the inn 

2 rustic noun, pi -tics [count] : a person who lives in the coun- 
try 

rus-tle /'rAsal/ verb rus-tles; rus-tled; rus-tling 

1 a [no obj] : to make a soft, light sound because parts of 
something are touching or rubbing against each other ■ The 
trees rustled in the wind. • Her skirt rustled as she walked, b 
[+ obj ]: to cause (something) to make a soft, light sound ■ He 
rustled the papers on his desk. 

2 [+ obj] : to steal (animals) from a farm or ranch ■ rustle 
sheep/cattle 

rustle up [phrasal verb] rustle (something) up or rustle up 
(something) informal 1 : to prepare (food, a meal, etc.) 
quickly ■ He rustled up a full meal in no time. 2 : to find 
or get (something) ■ I’ll see if I can rustle up some informa¬ 
tion about that for you. 

— rus-tler /'rAsala*/ noun, pi rus-tlers [count] ■ a cattle rus¬ 
tler— rustling noun [singular] He heard a rustling in the 
bushes, [noncount] They were accused of cattle rustling. 

2 rustle noun [singular] : a quick series of soft, light sounds 
caused when things (such as leaves or pieces of paper) rub 
against each other ■ He heard a rustle of leaves behind him. 
rust-proof /'rAst,pru:f/ adj : protected against rusting ■ a 
rustproof pipe 

rusty /'rAsti/ adj rust-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : covered with rust ■ a rusty old car ■ rusty nails 

2 : not as good as usual or as in the past because you have 
not done or practiced something for a long time - My tennis 
skills are a little rusty. • The singers were a bit rusty after the 
long break. 

3 : of the color of rust : reddish brown • rusty hair 

— rust-i-ness /'rAstinas/ noun [noncount] 

1 rut /'rAt/ noun, pi ruts 

1 [count] : a long, narrow mark made by the wheels of a ve¬ 
hicle passing over an area ■ The truck left deep ruts in the 
muddy ground. 

2 [singular] : a situation or way of behaving that does not 
change ■ She was stuck in a rut at her old job, so she quit 
work and went back to school. ■ It is easy to get into a rut if 
you’re not careful. 

— compare 2 rut 

— rut-ted /'rAtad/ adj ■ a rutted dirt road— rut-ty adj • 
a rutty track/road 

2 rut noun [noncount] : the time when male animals (such as 
deer) become sexually active • Bucks will defend their terri¬ 
tory during the rut. • a stag in rut — compare *RUT 

— rut-ting /*r\Xit)/ adj • a rutting elk/buck ■ the rutting sea¬ 
son 

ru-ta-ba-ga Aruita'beiga/ noun, pi -gas [count, noncount] 
US ; a large, yellowish root vegetable that is a type of turnip 

— called also (Brit) swede 

ruth-less /'ru:0las/ adj [more most ~] : having no pity 
: cruel or merciless ■ a ruthless killer ■ The journalist was 
ruthless in his criticism. 

— ruth-less-ly adv ■ The slaves were ruthlessly abused by 
their owners. — ruth-less-ness noun [noncount] 

RV /.aa^'vi:/ noun, pi RVs [count ]: recreational vehicle 
Rx Aaa^eks/ noun, pi Rx’s [count] US : a doctor’s prescrip¬ 
tion ■ an Rx for heartburn — often used figuratively ■ an Rx 
for boredom [=a way to stop being bored] <■' Rx comes from 
the Latin word "recipe,” which means "take.” It traditionally 
appears in places where medicines are sold and is often used 
on signs, in newspaper headlines, etc. 

-ry noun suffix ; -ery ■ wizards ■ citizenry 
rye /'rai/ noun 

1 [noncount] : a type of grass that is grown as a grain and 
used to make flour or whiskey 

2 [count, noncount] US : bread that is made from rye flour ■ a 
ham sandwich on rye — called also rye bread 

3 [count, noncount] : whiskey that is made from rye ■ a bottle 
of rye — called also rye whiskey 
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1 S or S /'es/ noun, pi s’s or S’s : the 19th letter of the English 
alphabet [count] a word that starts with an s [noncount] a 
word that starts with s 

2 S or S abbr 1 small — usually used for a clothing size ■ The 
shirt comes in S, M, L, or XL. 2 S south, southern 
1 -S noun plural suffix 

1 — used to form the plural of most nouns ■ heady ■ books ■ 
boys ■ beliefs ■ mothers-in-law ■ the Taylors 

2 — used with or without a preceding apostrophe to form 
the plural of abbreviations, numbers, letters, and symbols 
that are used as nouns • MGs ■ PhD\s 1 the 1940\s ■ men in 
their 50s — compare ‘-ES 

2 -S verb suffix — used to form the third person singular present 
tense of most verbs ■ falls ■ takes ■ plays — compare 2 -es 
’S /s after p, t, k, f, or 0; az after s, z, J, 3 , tf, or (fe; z elsewhere/ 
verb — used as a contraction of is, was, has , and does ■ She's 
here. [=she is here] ■ When Is [=when was] the last time you 
ate? ■ He’s [=he has] seen them already. ■ What's he want? 
[=what does he want?] 

-’s /s after p, t, k, f, or 0 ; az after s, z, J, 3 , tf, or cfe; z elsewhere/ 
noun suffix or pronoun suffix — used to form the possessive 
of singular nouns, of plural nouns not ending in s, of some 
pronouns, and of word groups that function as nouns or pro¬ 
nouns 1 The boy’s books were missing. ■ I called the doctor’s 
(office). ■ children’s clothes ■ anyone’s dog ■ the man on the 
comer’s hat ■ someone else’s car The possessive of a plural 
noun that ends in s is formed by adding an apostrophe alone 
instead of’s. ■ The boys’ books were missing. The possessive 
of singular nouns and names that end in s can usually be 
formed by adding’s. If adding's would make the word diffi¬ 
cult to say, an apostrophe alone may be used instead. ■ 
James's mother ■ Moses’ mother 
Sa. abbr Saturday 
Sab-bath /‘sjeba©/ noun 

the Sabbath : a weekly day of rest and worship that is ob¬ 
served on Sunday by most Christians and on Saturday 
(from Friday evening to Saturday evening) by Jews and 
some Christians ■ Our family keeps/observes the Sabbath. 
[=obeys the rules about what should be done on the Sab¬ 
bath] ■ We are careful not to break the Sabbath. 

— Sabbath adj, always used before a noun ■ Sabbath day/ 
dinner/observances 

sab-bat-i-cal /sa'baetikal/ noun, pi -cals : a period of time 
during which someone does not work at his or her regular 
job and is able to rest, travel, do research, etc. [count] Sever¬ 
al professors will be taking sabbaticals this year. ■ She recent¬ 
ly returned to work after a two-year sabbatical from her act¬ 
ing career. ■ a paid sabbatical [noncount] Several professors 
will be on sabbatical this year. 

— sabbatical adj, always used before a noun ■ I chose to 
take sabbatical leave next year. ■ a sabbatical year 

sa-ber {US) or Brit sa-bre /'seiba*/ noun, pi -bers [count] 

1 : a long, heavy sword with a curved blade 

2 : a lightweight sword that is used in fencing 
saber-rattling (US) or Brit sabre-rattling noun [non¬ 
count] : actions and statements that are meant to frighten or 
threaten an enemy by suggesting the possible use of force 

saber-toothed tiger (US) or Brit sabre-toothed tiger 
noun, pi ~ -gers [count] : a type of large cat that lived in 
very ancient times and had long, curved teeth — called also 
saber-toothed cat 

sa-ble /'seibal/ noun, pi sa-bles or sable 

1 [count] : a small animal that lives in northern Asia and has 
soft, brown fur 

2 [noncount ]: the fur of the sable ■ a brush/coat made of sa¬ 
ble 

— sable adj ■ a sable brush/coat 

1 sab- 0 -tage /'saeb 3 ,ta: 3 / noun [noncount] : the act of de¬ 
stroying or damaging something deliberately so that it does 
not work correctly ■ Angry workers were responsible for the 
sabotage of the machines. ■ terrorists engaging in (deliberate) 
acts of sabotage ■ Officials have not yet ruled out sabotage as 
a possible cause of the crash. ■ industrial sabotage 
2 sabotage verb -tag-es; -taged; -tag-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to destroy or damage (something) deliberately so that it 


does not work correctly ■ They sabotaged the enemy’s oil 
fields. ■ The airplane crashed because it was sabotaged. 

2 : to cause the failure of (something) deliberately ■ The law¬ 
yer is trying to sabotage the case by creating confusion. ■ The 
deal was sabotaged by an angry employee. — sometimes 
used figuratively ■ Bad weather sabotaged [~ruined\ our 
plans. 

sab-o-teur Asaeba'ta 1 / noun, pi -teurs [count] : a person 
who destroys or damages something deliberately : a person 
who performs sabotage ■ The car’s tires were slashed by sab¬ 
oteurs. 

SBC /'sjek/ noun, pi sacs [count] : a part inside the body of 
an animal or plant that is shaped like a bag and that usually 
contains liquid or air ■ a food storage sac ■ an air/egg sac 
sac-cha-rill /'saekaran/ noun [noncount] : a very sweet, 
white substance that does not have any calories and that is 
used instead of sugar to sweeten food ■ soft drinks flavored 
with saccharin 

sac-cha-rine /'saekaran, Brit 'saeka^iin/ adj [more most 
~] formal : too sweet or sentimental : sweet or sentimental 
in a way that does not seem sincere or genuine ■ a saccharine 
smile ■ a saccharine love story 
sa-chet /sas'Jei, Brit 'saejei/ noun, pi -chets [count] 

1 : a small bag that has a powder or a mixture of dried flow¬ 
ers and spices inside it and that is used to give a pleasant 
smell to clothes, sheets, etc. 

2 Brit : a small, thin package : packet ■ a sachet of sham- 
poo/sugar 

1 sack /‘saek/ noun, pi sacks 

1 [count] : a bag that is made of strong paper, cloth, or plas¬ 
tic ■ a sack containing flour = a sack of flour ■ sacks of ce¬ 
ment ■ a grocery sack — see also gunnysack, rucksack 

2 [count] : the amount that is contained in a sack ■ We peeled 
an entire sack [=; sackful] of potatoes. 

3 the sack chiefly US, informal : a person’s bed ■ He’s still in 
the sack. Do you want me to wake him? ■ It’s time to hit the 
sack. [=go to bed] ■ She has a reputation for being good/great 
in the sack. [=for being a good sexual partner] ■ He’s ready to 
jump/climb in the sack [=have sex] with any woman who’ll 
have him. 

4 the sack informal : a sudden dismissal from a job ■ She got 
the sack [=she was fired] for always being late. ■ The compa¬ 
ny gave him the sack [=fired him] for improper conduct. 

5 [count] American football : the act of tackling the quarter¬ 
back behind the line of scrimmage ■ He was credited with 
three sacks in yesterday’s game. 

— compare “sack; see also sad sack 
2 sack verb sacks; sacked; sack-ing [+ obj] 

1 informal : to dismiss (someone) from a job ■ They sacked 
[=fired] her for always being late. 

2 American football : to tackle (the quarterback) behind the 
line of scrimmage ■ The quarterback was sacked twice dur¬ 
ing the game. 

3 US, informal : to put (something) in a sack ■ Let me sack 
[=bag] those groceries for you. 

sack out [phrasal verb] US, informal : to lie down for sleep ■ 
I went upstairs to sack out. • He sacked out on the living 
room couch. <>■ A person who is sacked out is sleeping. ■ 
He was sacked out on the living room couch. 

— compare 3 sack 

3 sack verb sacks; sacked; sack-ing [+ obj] : to destroy and 
take things from (a place, such as a city or town) especially 
during a war ■ The invading army sacked [= plundered , pil¬ 
laged] the city. — compare 2 sack 
4 sack noun [singular] : the act of destroying and taking things 
from a place (such as a city or town) especially during a war 
: the act of sacking a place — usually + of • the sack o/Rome 

— compare 'sack 

sack-cloth /'saek,kla: 0 / noun [noncount] : rough cloth that 
is used for making sacks 

sackcloth and ashes To don/wear sackcloth and ashes 
means to publicly express or show sorrow or regret for 
having done something wrong. ■ He should be forced to 
wear sackcloth and ashes and apologize for his lies, 
sack-ful /'saek.fol/ noun, pi -fuls [count] : the amount that 
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is contained in a sack ■ a sackful [=sack\ of mail/potatoes 
sack race noun, pi ~ races [count] : a race in which people 
stand inside large sacks and move forward by jumping • a 
children’s sack race 

sac*ra»ment /'saskramant/ noun, pi -ments 

1 [count] : an important Christian ceremony (such as bap¬ 
tism or marriage) 

2 the Sacrament: the bread and wine that are eaten and 
drunk during the Christian ceremony of Communion ■ They 
stood in line to receive the Sacrament. 

— sac-ra-men-tal /^zekra'ment]/ adj ■ sacramental wine 
sa*cred /'seikrad/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : worthy of religious worship : very holy ■ a sacred shrine ■ 
The burial site is sacred ground. ■ the sacred image of the 
Virgin Mary — often + to • The shrine is sacred to millions of 
worshippers. 

2 : relating to religion ■ sacred scriptures/songs/texts 

3 : highly valued and important : deserving great respect ■ 
the sacred pursuit of liberty ■ We have a sacred duty to find 
out the truth. ■ Freedom is a sacred right. ■ They’ll make 
jokes about anything. Nothing is sacred to those guys. • I 
can’t believe they would do that. Is nothing sacrecfl 

— sa-cred-ly adv ■ sacredly held beliefs — sa-cred*ness 
noun [noncount] 

sacred COW noun, pi ~ cows [count] disapproving : some¬ 
one or something that has been accepted or respected for a 
long time and that people are afraid or unwilling to criticize 
or question • The old government program has become a sa¬ 
cred cow. 

1 sac«ri«fice /'s£ekra,fais/ noun, pi -f ic»es 

1 : the act of giving up something that you want to keep es¬ 
pecially in order to get or do something else or to help some¬ 
one [count] The war required everyone to make sacrifices. ■ 
No sacrifice is too great when it comes to her children. ■ He 
made many personal sacrifices to provide help to the city’s 
homeless people. ■ He made the final/supreme/ultimate sacri¬ 
fice [=he died] for his country, [noncount] The war required 
much sacrifice from everyone. ■ He provided help to the 
city’s homeless people at great personal sacrifice (to him¬ 
self). 

2 a : an act of killing a person or animal in a religious cere¬ 
mony as an offering to please a god [count] a place where 
priests performed human/animal sacrifices in ancient rituals 
[noncount] a place where people were offered (up) in sacri¬ 
fice to the gods b [count] : a person or animal that is killed 
in a sacrifice ■ The villagers hoped the gods would accept 
their sacrifice. ■ The goat was offered as a sacrifice. 

3 [count] baseball : sacrifice bunt ■ The runner went to 
second base on a sacrifice. 

Sacrifice verb -fices; -ficed; -fic-ing 

1 : to give up (something that you want to keep) especially 
in order to get or do something else or to help someone [+ 
obj] She’s had to sacrifice a lot for her family. ■ He sacrificed 
his personal life in order to get ahead in his career. ■ I want to 
follow a diet that is healthful without sacrificing taste. ■ She 
was able to ask for their help without sacrificing her dignity. 

■ They sacrificed their lives [=they died] for their country. 
[no obj] She was willing to suffer, sacrifice, and work for suc¬ 
cess. 

2 [+ obj]: to kill (a person or animal) in a religious ceremony 
as an offering to please a god ■ a place where people/animals 
were sacrificed in ancient rituals 

3 baseball a [no obj] : to make a sacrifice bunt ■ He sacri¬ 
ficed in his first at bat. b [+ obj]: to cause (a base runner) to 
go to the next base by making a sacrifice bunt — usually 
used as (be) sacrificed ■ The runner was sacrificed to second 
base. 

sacrifice bunt noun, pi ~ bunts [count] baseball : a bunt 
that allows a runner to go to the next base while the batter is 
put out — called also sacrifice, sacrifice hit 
sacrifice fly noun, pi ~ flies [count] baseball : a fly ball 
that is caught by a fielder but allows a base runner to score 
after it is caught 

sac«ri*fi*cial AsaskraTiJal/ adj : of, relating to, or involving 
sacrifice ■ sacrificial rites/rituals/offerings • a sacrificial altar 

■ their sacrificial acts of self-denial 

— sac-ri-fi-cial-ly adv ■ a sacrificially slaughtered animal 
sac«ri«lege /‘saskrahcfe/ noun : an act of treating a holy 

place or object in a way that does not show proper respect 
[singular] They accused him of committing a sacrilege, [non¬ 
count] They accused him of sacrilege. ■ an act of sacrilege 
against the church — often used figuratively ■ It would be (a) 


sacrilege to cut down such beautiful trees. 

— sac*ri*le*gious /^askra'licfeas/ adj ■ a sacrilegious act 
sac«ro*sanct /'saskroo^asrjkt/ adj [more most ~] formal 

: too important and respected to be changed, criticized, etc. ■ 
the government’s most sacrosanct institutions ■ The tradition 
is regarded as sacrosanct. 

sad /'sasd/ adj sad*der; -dest [also more most ~] 

1 : not happy : feeling or showing grief or unhappiness ■ 
He’s feeling sad because his pet died. ■ People were sad that 
he was leaving. ■ The experience left her sadder but wiser. ■ 
big sad eyes 

2 : causing a feeling of grief or unhappiness • Have you 
heard the sad news about his wife’s illness? ■ It’ll be a sad day 
when you leave us. ■ a sad love song ■ a sad poem ■ a movie 
with a sad ending ■ He lived a sad life. 

3 : causing feelings of disappointment or pity ■ The sad fact/ 
truth of the matter is that they are right. ■ I live a pretty sad 
[apathetic] life. I never go out on the weekend. * The govern¬ 
ment is in sad [-bad] shape. • The new version is a sad imita¬ 
tion of the original movie. ■ He’s a sad excuse for a father. 
[=he’s not a good father] ■ a .sad-looking birthday cake * We 
needed more money but, sad to say, there wasn’t any. ■ Sad 
but true, we couldn’t afford to go away for even a weekend 
at the beach. — see also sad sack 

— sad*ness noun [noncount] His leaving caused much sad¬ 
ness. [singular] I felt a deep sadness upon hearing the 
news. 

sad’den /'sasdn/ verb -dens; -dened; -denying 

1 [+ obj] : to cause (someone) to be sad ■ It saddens me that 
we could not agree. ■ We were saddened to see how ill she 
looks. ■ She was saddened over/by the death of her friend. 

2 [no obj] : to become sad : to show sadness ■ Her face/eyes 
saddened when she heard the news. 

— saddening adj [more most ~] ■ Her death is a sadden¬ 
ing loss. 

1 sad«dle /'saed!/ noun, pi sad*dles [count] 

1 : a leather-covered seat that is put on the back of a horse 

— see picture at horse 

2 : a seat on a bicycle or motorcycle — see picture at bicy¬ 
cle 

a burr in/under the saddle see burr 
in the saddle 1 : riding on a horse ■ a cowboy in the saddle 
2 : in control: in a position to decide what happens ■ After 
a few setbacks, he’s back in the saddle again. 

2 saddle verb saddles; saddled; sad-dling [+ obj] : to put 
a saddle on (a horse) ■ He saddled his horse and mounted it. 

— often + up ■ He saddled up his horse. 

saddle up [phrasal verb] : to get on a horse ■ He saddled up 
and rode away. 

saddle with [phrasal verb] saddle (someone or something) 
with (something) : to cause (someone or something) to 
have (a problem, burden, responsibility, etc.) ■ His actions 
have saddled the company with too much debt. ■ My boss 
saddled me with the task of organizing the conference. — 
often used as (be) saddled with ■ The company is saddled 
with an enormous amount of debt. ■ She is saddled [-bur¬ 
dened] with a reputation for not being dependable. 
sad*dle*bag /'sa 2 dj,b£eg/ noun, pi -bags [count] : one of a 
pair of bags that are laid across the back of a horse behind 
the saddle or that hang over the rear wheel of a bicycle or 
motorcycle 

saddle horse noun, pi ~ horses [count] US : a horse that 
is used for riding 

sad-dler /'sa^dla 1 / noun, pi -dlers [count] : a person who 
makes, repairs, or sells saddles and other equipment for 
horses 

sad*dlery /'saedlari/ noun, pi -dler-ies 

1 [noncount] : the work of making, repairing, or selling sad¬ 
dles and other equipment for horses 

2 [noncount] : saddles and other equipment for horses 

3 [count] : a place where saddles and other equipment for 
horses is sold or stored 

saddle shoe noun, pi ~ shoes [count] US : a shoe that has 
one color on the toe and heel and a different color on the 
middle part 

saddle sore noun, pi ~ sores [count] 

1 : a sore on the back of a horse caused by a saddle that is 
not fitted correctly 

2 : a sore area on a horse rider’s body that is caused by rub¬ 
bing against the saddle 

sa«dism /'seiidizam/ noun [noncount] : enjoyment that 
someone gets from being violent or cruel or from causing 
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pain; especially : sexual enjoyment from hurting or punish¬ 
ing someone * sexual sadism — compare masochism 

— sa>dist /'seidist/ noun, pi -dists [count] ■ sexual sadists 

— sa*dis*tic /sa'distik/ adj [more most —] ■ sadistic be¬ 

havior ■ a sadistic criminal — sa-dis-ti-cal-ly /sa'distikli/ 
adv 

sad-ly /'ssedli/ adv [more most ~] 

1 : in a way that shows sadness or unhappiness ■ She shook 
her head sadly. 

2 : in a way that causes feeling of sadness, disappointment, 
regret, etc. ■ A cohesive plot was sadly lacking from the nov¬ 
el. ■ Her work had been sadly neglected. — sometimes used 
for emphasis ■ If you think she’ll forgive you, you are sadly 
mistaken. 

3 : unfortunately — used to say that something is disap¬ 
pointing, sad, etc. ■ I tried to help but, sadly, nothing could 
be done. ■ Sadly, her negative attitude began to spread to 
other people. 

Sa«dO*maS*OCh*ism Aseidou'mgesajkizam/ noun [non¬ 
count] : sexual behavior that involves getting pleasure from 
causing or feeling pain 

— sa-do-mas-och-ist Aseidou'msesakist/ noun, pi -ists 
[count] — sa-do-mas-och-is-tic Aseidoi^mEesa'kistik/ 
adj ■ sadomasochistic sexual practices 

Sad Sack noun, pi ~ sacks [count] US, informal + old- 
fashioned ; a person who is not successful or able to do 
things well : an inept person who causes feelings of pity or 
disgust in other people ■ The team is just a bunch of sad 
sacks, [-losers] 

— sad—sack adj, always used before a noun ■ a sad-sack 
team ■ a sad-sack performance 

SAE abbr 1 self-addressed envelope 2 stamped addressed 
envelope 

Sa-fa-ri /sa'fari/ noun, pi -ris : a journey to see or hunt ani¬ 
mals especially in Africa [count] He went on a safari in Afri¬ 
ca last year, [noncount] a group of hunters on safari 
safari jacket noun, pi ~ -ets [count]: a type of lightweight 
jacket that usually has a belt and four large pockets 

safari park noun, pi ~ parks [count] chiefly Brit : a park in 
which wild animals move around freely and are watched by 
people from their vehicles 

1 safe /'seif/ adj saf*er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 not used before a noun a : not able or likely to be hurt or 
harmed in any way : not in danger ■ I don’t feel safe in this 
neighborhood. ■ The kids were safe in the cabin. ■ We need to 
make sure that the children are safe and sound b : not 
able or likely to be lost, taken away, or given away ■ “Is the 
money safel" “Yes, it’s in the bank." ■ Be sure to keep your 
wallet safe. [=keep it in a place where it can’t be stolen] ■ The 
election is next week, and the polls show that her lead is safe. 
[=her lead is large; she will not lose her lead] ■ Don’t worry. 
Your secret is safe with me. [=1 will not tell anyone else your 
secret] 

2 a : not involving or likely to involve danger, harm, or loss ■ 
a world made safe from war ■ Is it safe to walk here? ■ He 
wished us a safe trip. ■ We are all hoping for their safe return. 
[=hoping that they will return without being harmed] b 
: providing protection from danger, harm, or loss ■ I found a 
safe place to take shelter from the storm. ■ They live in a per¬ 
fectly/relatively safe neighborhood. ■ a safe harbor ■ We 
watched the fireworks from a safe distance. ■ You should 
keep your money in a safe [=secure] place. ■ Bigger cars tend 
to be safer than smaller ones. ■ the safest way to travel ■ The 
shelter provides a safe haven for the homeless. 

3 : not causing harm : not dangerous ■ safe medicine ■ a safe 
vaccine ■ safe drinking water ■ The book describes which 
mushrooms are safe to eat and which are not. 

4 a : not likely to cause a bad result : not risky ■ a safe in¬ 
vestment/bet b : not likely to take risks : cautious or care¬ 
ful ■ She’s a very safe driver. ■ It’s probably not necessary to 
check the figures again, but (It’s) better (to be) safe than sor¬ 
ry. [=it is better to be careful now so that problems do not 
occur later on] ■ To be on the safe side, I checked the figures 
again. = To be safe, I checked the figures again. ■ I decided to 
play it safe [=to be careful and avoid risk or danger] and 
leave early so that I would be sure to arrive on time. 

5 : not likely to cause disagreement or argument ■ That’s a 
safe assumption. ■ It’s safe to assume that she isn’t married. ■ 
Politics is not a safe subject around him. He’s always angry 
about something. ■ I think it’s safe to say that he won’t be 
causing any further problems. * She is a safe bet to win the 
tournament. [=she will probably win the tournament] 


6 baseball : successful at getting to a base without being put 
out ■ The runner was safe on a close play at first base. 
in safe hands see *hand 

— safe-ly adv • We arrived home safely. [=without experi¬ 
encing any problems, accidents, etc.] ■ Be sure to drive 
safely. ■ I can safely say that he won’t be causing any fur¬ 
ther problems. 

2 safe adv, chiefly US, informal : in a safe way * Be sure to drive 
safe. [=safely] 

3 safe noun, pi safes [count] : a strong metal box with a lock 
that is used to store money or valuable things 
safe—COn*dllCt /'seiPkaindakt/ noun, pi -ducts : protec¬ 
tion from the government, police, etc., that is given to a per¬ 
son who is passing through an area that might be dangerous 
[noncount] They were given safe-conduct through the city. 
[count] The rebels’ leader was granted a safe-conduct to talk 
with the president. 

safe*crack*er /'seiAkreeka 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] chiefly US 
: a person who steals things by opening safes ■ The bank was 
robbed by a professional safecracker. 
safe-deposit box noun, pi ~ boxes [count] : a strong 
metal box in a bank that has a lock and that is used to store 
money or other valuable things — called also safety-deposit 
box 

1 safe-guard /'seif,goad/ noun, pi -guards [count] formal 
: something that provides protection against possible loss, 
damage, etc. ■ The new law has safeguards to protect the 
rights of citizens. ■ There are many safeguards built into the 
system to prevent fraud. ■ Practicing good nutrition can be 
an important safeguard [=defense] against cancer. 
Safeguard verb -guards; -guard-ed; -guarding formal 
: to make (someone or something) safe or secure : protect 
[+ obj] laws that safeguard the rights of citizens ■ You need to 
safeguard your computer against viruses, [no obj ] There are 
steps you can take to safeguard against identity theft, 
safe house noun, pi ~ houses [count] : a place where a 
person hides from the police, stays to be protected by the po¬ 
lice, or is involved in secret activities 
safe-keep-ing /'seiFki:pii)/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the act of keeping something safe ■ I gave her my jewelry 
for safekeeping while I was away. [=1 gave her my jewelry so 
that she could keep it safe while I was away) 

2 : the state of being kept safe • His will is in safekeeping with 
his lawyer. 

safe seat noun, pi ~ seats [count] Brit : a seat in Parlia¬ 
ment that is very unlikely to be lost to the opposition in an 
election 

Safe Sex noun [noncount] : sexual activity in which people 
protect themselves from diseases (such as AIDS) by using 
condoms or by other methods ■ a book advising young peo¬ 
ple to practice safe sex 
Safe-tv /'seifti/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : freedom from harm or danger : the state of 
being safe ■ The changes were made in the interest of public 
safety. • He made some suggestions about how to improve 
airline safety. ■ bike/traffic safety - I’m worried about the 
safety of the people who were left behind. ■ He sought safety 
in a church. [=he went into a church to be safe] ■ She fears 
for her own safety. [=she is afraid because she thinks she is in 
danger] ■ We were reluctant to leave the relative safety of our 
hotel. ■ She was only a mile from the safety of her home 
when the accident occurred. ■ The climbers were roped to¬ 
gether for safety. = The climbers were roped together for 
safety’s sake ■ There is safety in numbers. [=you are safer in 
a group of people than you are when you are alone] ■ “ Safety 
first ' [=the most important thing is to be safe]—that’s what I 
always say. — often used before another noun ■ safety ex¬ 
perts/hazards/precautions ■ a safety violation ■ a safety har¬ 
ness/catch ■ safety devices/features ■ safety glasses/goggles 

2 [noncount] : the state of not being dangerous or harmful ■ 
The car has been redesigned for improved/added/increased 
safety. ■ The toys are inspected for safety. 

3 [noncount] : a place that is free from harm or danger : a 
safe place • They were led/pulled/dragged to safety by the 
rescuers. ■ The injured hiker was finally able to reach safety. 

4 [count] US : a device that prevents a gun from being fired 
accidentally — called also safely catch 

5 [count] American football a : a defensive player whose po¬ 
sition is far back from the line of scrimmage b : a score of 
two points for the defensive team when an offensive player 
who has the ball is tackled behind his own team’s goal line 

safety belt noun, pi ~ belts [count] 
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1 : a belt that is used to prevent someone from falling or get¬ 
ting injured by holding that person in place 

2 : SEAT BELT 

safety-deposit box noun, pi ~ boxes [count] : safe- 
deposit BOX 

safety glass noun [noncount] : a type of strong glass that 
breaks into tiny pieces that are not sharp when it is hit hard 
safety net noun, pi ~ nets [count] 

1 : a net that is placed below acrobats to catch them if they 
fall 

2 : something that helps someone who is in a difficult situa¬ 
tion ■ a financial safety net ■ The program provides a safety 
net for people who have lost their jobs. 


safety pin noun, pi ~ pins [count] 

: a metal pin that is used for attaching 
things and that has a point at one end 
and a cover at the other into which 
the pointed end fits 

safety razor noun, pi ~ -zors 





[count] : a razor with a cover for part 



of the blade to prevent deep cuts in 




the skin safety pin 

safety valve noun, pi ~ valves 

[count] 

1 : a part in a machine that opens automatically to release 
steam, water, gas, etc., when pressure becomes too great 

2 : something that allows someone to release mental stress 
and tension in a harmless way ■ His hobbies act as a safety 
valve, relieving some of the pressure he feels from his job. 

saf'fron /'s 2 e,fra:n, Brit 'szefrsn/ noun [noncount] 

1 : an orange powder that is made from a type of flower 
(called a crocus) and that is used to color and flavor food 

2 : an orange to orange-yellow color — see color picture on 
page C3 

sag /'s£eg/ verb sags; sagged; sag-ging [no obj] 

1 : to bend or hang down in the middle especially because of 
weight or weakness ■ The roof is sagging in the middle. ■ Her 
cheeks sagged [=drooped] with age. ■ The shelf sagged 
[=bowed] under the weight of so many books. ■ a sagging 
mattress 

2 : to become weaker or fewer ■ The economy began to sag. 
■ As all our efforts failed, our spirits sagged. ■ the company’s 
sagging sales 

— sag noun, pi sags [count] • a sag in sales 
sa-ga /'saiga/ noun, pi -gas [count] 

1 : a long and complicated story with many details ■ the saga 
of a shipwrecked crew ■ Her first novel was a family saga set 
in Iowa. 

2 : a long and complicated series of events ■ Getting our car 
back turned into quite a saga. 

3 : a long story about past heroes from Norway and Iceland 
Sa*ga*CiOUS /sa'geijas/ adj [more most ~] formal : hav¬ 
ing or showing an ability to understand difficult ideas and 
situations and to make good decisions : wise ■ a sagacious 
old man ■ sagacious advice/counsel 

— sa-ga*cious-ly adv— sa-gac-i-ty /sa'gsesati/ noun [non¬ 
count] ■ The old man was respected for his sagacity. [=w«- 
dom] 

’sage /'seicfe/ noun, pi sag*es [count] formal : a person who 
is very wise — compare ~sage 

2 sage ad), always used before a noun sag-er; sag*est [also 
more most ~] formal : very wise ■ sage advice 

— sage-ly adv m He sagely suggested that she wait a few days. 
3 sage noun [noncount] 

1 : an herb that has grayish-green leaves which are used in 
cooking 

2 : a light grayish-green color — see color picture on page 
C6 

— compare 'sage 

sage-brush /'seK&brA// noun [noncount] : a small plant 
that has leaves with a strong smell and that grows in dry ar¬ 
eas of the western U.S. 

sag-gy /'ssegi/ adj sag-gi-er; -est [also more most —] in¬ 

formal : bending or hanging down too much : not firm ■ a 
saggy mattress 

Sag-it-tar-i-US /,s£eitea'terias/ noun, pi -us-es 

1 [noncount] : the ninth sign of the zodiac : the sign that 
comes between Scorpio and Capricorn and that has a cen¬ 
taur shooting a bow and arrow as its symbol 

2 [count] : a person bom under the sign Sagittarius : a per¬ 
son bom between November 22 and December 21 ■ Are you 
a Sagittarius or a Capricorn? 


sa-go /'seigou/ noun, pi -gos [count] : a substance that is 
made from a type of palm tree and used especially in cook¬ 
ing 

1 Said past tense and past participle of 1 say 
2 said /'sed/ adj, always used before a noun, formal + law : men¬ 
tioned or referred to before ■ The following is a description 
of how said property [=the property mentioned before] is di¬ 
vided. ■ by order of the judge of said court 
1 sail /'seil /verb sails; sailed; sail-lng 

T"a : to travel on water in a ship or boat [no obj] sail across/ 
on/over the sea/ocean ■ We’ll sail along/up/down the coast. ■ 
He sailed around the world on a luxury liner. [+ obj ] She 
sailed the Atlantic coastline, b : to control a ship or boat 
(especially one that has sails) while traveling on water [+ 
obj] She’s sailing a boat in tomorrow’s race. ■ The ship was 
sailed by a crew of 8. [no obj] I’ve been sailing since I was a 
child. ■ learning to sail c of a ship or boat \ to travel on wa¬ 
ter [+ obj] a ship that has sailed the seven seas [no obj] We 
sat on the shore watching boats sail by. 

2 [no obj] : to begin a journey on water in a ship or boat ■ We 
sail at 9 a.m. tomorrow. ■ They sail for/to San Francisco next 
week. ■ The ship will be ready to sail in a week. 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
move or proceed in an easy, quick, and smooth way ■ He 
sailed into the room. [=he walked quickly into the room in a 
very confident and easy way] ■ The ball sailed [=jlew] over 
the shortstop’s head. ■ The bill sailed through the legislature. 
[=the bill passed through the legislature very easily; the bill 
quickly became a law] ■ She sailed through the exam/course. 
[=she easily passed the exam/course] 

sail close to the wind Brit: to do something that is danger¬ 
ous or that may be illegal or dishonest ■ The company was 
sailing close to the wind , but it’s not clear if they were 
breaking the law or not. 

2 sail noun, pi sails 

T[count] : a large piece of strong cloth that is connected to a 
ship or boat and that is used to catch the wind that moves 
the ship or boat through the water ■ Wind filled the sails and 
our journey had begun. ■ raising and lowering the ship’s sails 

— see picture at boat 

2 [singular] : a trip in a ship or boat ■ a sail to San Francisco 
in full sail also at full sail of a ship or boat : moving through 
the water by using all of its sails ■ a yacht in full sail 
set sail: to begin a journey on water in a ship or boat ■ They 
set sail for/from San Francisco tomorrow. 
take the wind out of someone’s sails see 1 wind 
under sail of a ship or boat : moving through the water by 
using sails ■ a ship under sail 

sail-board /'seil,bo»d/ noun, pi -boards [count] : a flat 
board that has a sail and that you stand on to ride over the 
surface of water : a board that is used for windsurfing — see 
picture at boat 

— sail-board-er /'seihbo&da 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] ■ We 
watched the sailboarders [-windsurfers] from the shore. 
- sail-board-ing /'seil,boadirj/ noun [noncount] • He 
likes sailboarding. [= windsurfing ] 

Sail-boat /'seil,bout/ noun, pi -boats [count] US : a boat 
that has a sail — called also (Brit) sailing boat ; see picture at 

BOAT 

sail-ing /'seilig/ noun [noncount] : the sport or activity of 
traveling on water in a sailboat ■ She likes sailing. ■ They’re 
going sailing next week. 

clear sailing (US) or chiefly US smooth sailing or chiefly 
Brit plain sailing : easy progress : progress that is not 
blocked by anything ■ Now that the permit has been ap¬ 
proved, we expect to have clear sailing from here on. [=we 
expect that we will not have any problems from here on] ■ 
Her time at college wasn’t all smooth sailing. [=she had 
some problems/difficulties during her time at college] 
sailing ship noun, pi ~ ships [count] : a ship that has sails 
sail-or /'seila 1 / noun, pi -ors [count] 

1 : a person who works on a boat or ship as part of the crew 

■ He worked as a sailor on a cargo ship. 

2 : someone who controls a boat or ship that has sails ■ She’s 
a skillful sailor. 

sailor suit noun, pi ~ suits [count] : a suit especially for a 
child that looks like an old-fashioned sailor’s uniform 
saint /'seint/ noun, pi saints [count] 

1 : a person who is officially recognized by the Christian 
church as being very holy because of the way he or she lived 

■ He was declared a saint in the fifth century. — used as a ti- 
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tie before a saint’s name ■ Saint Anne — abbr. St. ; see also 
PATRON SAINT 

2 : a person who is very good, kind, or patient ■ The salesper¬ 
son was a saint for putting up with them. ■ a teacher with the 
patience of a saint [=a very patient teacher] 

— saint*hood /'semt,hud/ noun [noncount\ • The Pope ele¬ 
vated four people to sainthood. [=he made four people 
saints] ■ She recently entered the sainthood. [=she recently 
became a saint] 

Saint Ber-nard /'seintba^naa-d/ noun, pi ~ -nards [count] 
: a very large, strong dog that was used in the past to find 
and help lost travelers 
saint*ed /'seintad / adj 

1 old-fashioned : unusually good, kind, or patient ■ my saint¬ 
ed old grandmother 

2 : admired by many people ■ They believed whatever they 
were told by their sainted leader. 

saint-ly /'seintli/ adj sainMi-er. -est [also more most ~] 
: like a saint : very good and kind ■ a saintly old man ■ a 
saintly smile [=a smile that is like the smile of a saint] 

— saint-li-ness noun [noncount] 

Saint Pat-rick’s Day /,seint'paetnks-/ noun [noncount] 
: March 17 celebrated in honor of Saint Patrick 
saint’s day noun [singular] : a day of the year on which a 
particular saint is remembered 

Saint Valentine’s Day noun [noncount] : valentine’s 

DAY 

1 sake /'seik/ noun, pi sakes [count] 

1 : the benefit of someone or something — used in phrases 
with for to say that something is done to help a particular 
person or thing ■ Please do it for her sake. [=do it for her; do it 
to help her] • They sacrificed their lives for all our sakes. [=to 
help all of us] ■ We must do it for the sake of our country. — 
used in phrases with for to say that something is done for a 
particular purpose or to achieve a particular goal or result ■ 
For simplicity's sake [=to make this discussion simpler], we’ll 
consider these two options as basically the same. ■ Let’s as¬ 
sume, Tor argument’s sake, that it was a mistake. = Let’s as¬ 
sume, for the sake of argument, that it was a mistake. [=let’s 
say for now that it was a mistake so that we can see how that 
will affect our discussion] ■ For the sake of clarity [=in order 
to be clear], I’ve listed each item separately. ■ They’ll do any¬ 
thing for the sake of (making a) profit. ■ scholars who pursue 
knowledge for its own sake [=because they want to learn] ■ I 
don’t paint for money. My motto is “ Art for art’s sake." [=1 
believe in making art for no other reason than that art is im¬ 
portant] 

2 informal — used in phrases with for to express anger, an¬ 
noyance, surprise, etc. ■ For heaven’s/Pete’s sake, could you 
hurry up? ■ Stop asking me questions, for God’s sakel ■ For 
pity’s/God’s/Christ’s sake, what’s taking so long? ■ “You 
won!" “Oh, for goodness’/heaven’s/Pete’s sake. I can’t be¬ 
lieve it!” The use of God and Christ in these phrases is of¬ 
fensive to some people. 

for old times’ sake 4- If you do something Tor old times' 
sake, you do it because you did it in the past and you want 
to experience it again. ■ He and his old friends from college 
went back to the bar for old times’ sake, 
for the sake of it : for no particular reason ■ We drove 
around town just for the sake of it. 

— compare 2 sake 

2 sa-ke or sa*ki /'sa:ki/ noun, pi -kes or -kis [count, non¬ 
count] : a Japanese alcoholic drink that is made from rice 

— compare ‘sake 

sal-able or sale-able /'seilabal/ adj [more most ~]: ca¬ 
pable of being sold : good enough to be sold ■ We’ll have to 
repaint the house for it to be salable. ■ a salable commodity/ 
product 

— sal-abil-i-ty Aseila'bilati/ noun [noncount] 
sa-la-cious /sa'leijas/ adj [more most ~] formal + disap¬ 
proving : relating to sex in a way that is excessive or offensive 
■ a song with salacious lyrics ■ salacious pictures/messages 

— sa-la-cious-ly adv - sa*la*cious*ness noun 
sal-ad /'saelad/ noun, pi -ads 

1 : a mixture of raw green vegetables (such as different types 
of lettuce) usually combined with other raw vegetables 
[count] For dinner we had roast chicken and a salad. • a sal¬ 
ad of fresh/local greens ■ a spinach salad ■ I tossed the salad 
with some oil and vinegar and set it on the table, [noncount] 
a bowl of salad ■ Would you like soup or salad with your 
sandwich? ■ salad greens [=vegetables that are grown for 
their leaves and commonly used in salads] 


2 [count, noncount] : a mixture of small pieces of raw or 
cooked food (such as pasta, meat, fruit, eggs, or vegetables) 
combined usually with a dressing and served cold ■ a deli¬ 
cious pasta/potato/fruit salad • chicken/tuna salad 
salad bar noun, pi bars [count] : a place in a restaurant 
where there is a selection of ingredients that customers can 
use to make their own salads 

salad cream noun [noncount] Brit : a thick liquid that is 
eaten on salads, sandwiches, etc. 
salad days noun [plural] somewhat old-fashioned 

1 : the period of life when someone is young and does not 
have much experience ■ during her salad days as a young re¬ 
porter in New York city 

2 : an early period of success ■ in his salad days as an actor, 
when he made one hit movie after another 

salad dressing noun, pi ~ -ings [count, noncount] 
: dressing 1 

sal-a-man-der 

/■sael3,maenda7 noun, pi 
-ders [count] : a small ani¬ 
mal that looks like a lizard 
with smooth skin and that 
lives both on land and in 
water 

sa-la-mi /sa'larmi/ noun, pi 
-mis [count, noncount] : a 
large, spicy, and dry sausage that is usually eaten cold 
sal-a-ried /'saelarid /adj 

1 of a person : receiving a salary ■ salaried employees 

2 of a job : giving payment in the form of a salary ■ a salaried 
position 

sal-a-ry /'saelari/ noun, pi -ries : an amount of money that 
an employee is paid each year A salary is divided into 
equal amounts that are paid to a person usually once every 
two weeks or once every month, [count] She was offered a 
salary of $50,000 a year, [noncount] Employees receive an 
annual increase in salary. — compare ‘wage 
sale /'sell/ noun, pi sales 

1 a [count] : the act of selling something : the exchange of 
goods, services, or property for money ■ They profited from 
the sale of the house. ■ the company’s online/Intemet sales • 
Salespeople are paid a commission whenever they make a 
sale. [=sell something] b sales [plural] : the total amount 
of money that a business receives from selling goods or ser¬ 
vices ■ Sales are up by $6,000 this month. ■ the company’s an¬ 
nual sales • The company made over one million dollars in 
sales this quarter. • an increase/decrease in sales ■ disap¬ 
pointing sales figures [=numbers that show how much mon¬ 
ey was made from sales] 

2 [count] : an event or occasion during which a business sells 
goods or services at prices that are lower than usual ■ The 
store is having/holding a spring sale. ■ Everything in the store 
will be 15 percent off during the sale. ■ There is a sale on 
flights between New York and Paris. ■ (Brit) I bought these 
shoes in the sales. [=at a time when many stores have a sale] 
— see also clearance sale 

3 sales [plural] : the business or activity of selling goods or 
services ■ He has a job in sales. ■ The department is in charge 
of sales and marketing. — often used before another noun ■ 
the sales department/manager ■ a new sales campaign 

4 [count] : a public event at which things are sold ■ They’re 
having/holding a sale of fine antiques next week. — see also 

GARAGE SALE, RUMMAGE SALE, TAG SALE, YARD SALE 

for sale : available to be bought ■ That painting is not for 
sale. ■ The restaurant is (up) for sale. ■ houses Tor sale 
on sale 1 : available to be bought ■ These shoes are on sale 
at most department stores. • Tickets go on sale [=become 
available to be bought] next week. 2 chiefly US : selling at 
a price that is lower than usual ■ I bought a shirt on sale for 
$5. ■ All computers will go on sale [=will be sold for a re¬ 
duced price] later this month. 

on sale or return Brit, business : with the agreement that 
products which are not sold will be taken back without 
having to be paid for ■ The bookstore operates on sale or 
return. [=books in the store can be returned to the book 
supplier if the store does not sell them] 
saleable variant spelling of salable 
sale-room /'seil,ru:m/ noun, pi -rooms [count] Brit 

l SALESROOM 2 

sales-clerk /'seilz,kl3'k, Brit 'seilz,kla:k/ noun, pi -clerks 
[count] US : a person whose job is to sell things in a store 
sales-girl /'seilzjga-l/ noun, pi -girls [count] old-fashioned + 
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sometimes offensive : a woman (especially a young woman) 
whose job is to sell things ■ a salesgirl in a department store 
sales-man /'seilzman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] : a 
person (especially a man) whose job is to sell things ■ a car 
salesman ■ He was the company’s best salesman last year. 
sales«man-ship /'seilzmanj'ip/woww [noncount] : the skill 
of persuading people to buy things or to accept or agree to 
something • good/poor salesmanship ■ political salesmanship 
sales*per*son / , seilz,p»sn/ noun, pi sales-peo-ple 
/'seilz,pi:pal/ also sales-per-sons [count] : a person whose 
job is to sell things ■ The company is hiring new salespeople. 
sales pitch noun, pi ~ pitches [count] : a speech that you 
give in order to persuade someone to buy something ■ He’s 
good at getting customers to listen to his sales pitch. — some¬ 
times used figuratively ■ It’s not clear if voters liked the gov¬ 
ernor’s sales pitch enough to reelect her. 
salesroom /'seilz,ru:m/ noun, pi -rooms [count] US 

1 : a place where things that are for sale are displayed ■ a car 
salesroom [=(more commonly) showroom] 

2 : a room in which things are sold at an auction — called 
also (Brit) saleroom 

sales Slip noun, pi ~ slips [count] US : a piece of paper on 
which a list of the things that you have bought is printed 
with the price for each item : receipt 
sales tax noun, pi ~ taxes [count, noncount\ : a tax that is 
added to the price of goods and services 
sales*WOm*an /'seilz,woman/ noun, pi -wom-en 
/-,wiman/ [count] : a woman whose job is to sell things ■ a re¬ 
tail saleswoman 

sadient /'seiljant/ adj [more most ~] formal: very impor¬ 
tant or noticeable ■ the salient facts ■ a salient characteristic/ 
feature 

— salience noun [noncount] 

1 sa«line /'sei,li:n, Brit 'sei,lain/ adj, technical : containing salt 
■ a saline solution ■ a saline lake 

— sadin-i-ty /sei'hnati/ noun [noncount] ■ testing the salinity 
of the water 

2 saline noun [noncount] technical: a mixture of salt and wa¬ 
ter 

Sadi*va /sa'laiva/ noun [ noncount ] : the liquid produced in 
your mouth that keeps your mouth moist and makes it easi¬ 
er to swallow food 

— sal-i-vary /'sails,veri/ adj, technical * a salivary enzyme 
salivary gland noun, pi — glands [count] medical : a 

small organ that produces saliva in your mouth 
sald-vate /'sEeb.veit/ verb -vates; -vat-ed; -vatdng [no 

obj] 

1 : to have a lot of saliva produced in your mouth because 
you see or smell food that you want to eat ■ The smell alone 
was enough to make me salivate. 

2 : to have great interest in or desire for something ■ She was 
salivating at the prospect of traveling to Europe. ■ He salivat¬ 
ed (=(informally) drooled] over his neighbor’s new car. 

— sald'Vadion Assels'veijsn/ noun [noncount] 

Saldow /'sselou/ adj : slightly yellow in a way that does not 

look healthy ■ a sallow complexion/face ■ The child looked 
sallow. 

— saMow-ness noun [noncount] 

1 saldy /'s£eli/ noun, pi -lies [count] formal 

1 : a clever and funny remark ■ a witty sally [=quip] 

2 : a sudden attack in which a group of soldiers rush for¬ 
ward against an enemy 

2 sally verb -lies; -lied; -lydng 

sally forth also sally out [phrasal verb] literary : to leave a 
place ■ After having breakfast and packing our bags, we 
salliedforth on the next leg of our trip, 
salm-on /'ssman/ noun, pi salmon 

1 [count, noncount] : a large fish that is born in streams but 
that lives most of its life in the ocean and that is commonly 
used for food — see color picture on page C8 

2 [noncount] : salmon pink — see color picture on page C3 
sabmo-neMa ^sselma'nela/ noun [noncount] : a kind of 

bacteria that is sometimes in food and that makes people 
sick 

salmon pink noun [noncount] : an orange-pink color 

— see color picture on page C3 

sa-lon /sa'lain, Brit 'ssejon/ noun, pi -Ions [count] 

1 : a business that gives customers beauty treatments (such 
as haircuts) ■ a hair/tanning/nail salon — see also beauty 

SALON 


2 old-fashioned : a large room in a fashionable house that is 
used for entertaining guests 

3 : a regular meeting of writers, artists, etc., at someone’s 
home Salons were common in the 18th and 19th centu¬ 
ries. ■ a literary salon 

Sadoon /sa'luin/ noun, pi -loons [count] 

1 : a place where alcoholic drinks are served; especially 
: such a place in the western U.S. during the 19th centuiy 

2 : a large, comfortable room on a ship where passengers 
can talk, relax, etc. 

3 Brit : sedan — called also (Brit) saloon car 

4 Brit : a comfortable room in a pub 

sabsa /'sailsa/ noun, pi -sas 

1 : a spicy sauce made with tomatoes, onions, and hot pep¬ 
pers that is commonly served with Mexican food [noncount] 
a jar of salsa ■ chips and salsa [count] a delicious salsa 

2 [count, noncount] a : a type of popular Latin-American 
music ■ The band was playing salsa. ■ a salsa band b : danc¬ 
ing that is done to salsa music ■ We’re taking classes in salsa. 

1 salt /'sa:lt/ noun, pi salts 

1 [ noncount ] : a natural white substance that is used espe¬ 
cially to flavor or preserve food ■ The soup needs a little 
more salt. ■ Season the meat with salt and pepper. ■ Add a 
pinch of salt. [=a small amount of salt] — see also sea salt, 
TABLE SALT 

2 [count] technical : a chemical compound formed when 
part of an acid is replaced by a metal or something like a 
metal ■ mineral/potassium salts 

rub salt infmto someone’s wounds see *rub 
take (something) with a grain/pinch of salt informal : to 
not completely believe (something) : to be doubtful about 
the truth or accuracy of (something) ■ He seems confident, 
but you should take what he says with a grain of salt, 
the salt of the earth : a very good and honest person or 
group of people ■ These folks are the salt of the earth, 
worth your salt : worthy of ordinary respect — used to say 
what should be expected from someone who does a job 
properly, from something that is as good as it should be, 
etc. ■ A detective writer worth his salt [=a good detective 
writer] keeps his readers from solving the mystery. ■ Any 
doctor worth her salt [=any good/capable doctor] would 
have advised you to get a second opinion before having 
major surgery. 

- see also epsom salt, smelling salts 
2 salt verb salts; salt-ed; salt-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to flavor or preserve (food) with salt ■ He salted his pota¬ 
toes. ■ The meat was preserved by being salted and smoked. 

2 : to put salt on (a surface) especially in order to melt ice ■ 
The city salted the roads after the snowstorm. 

salt away [phrasal verb] salt (something) away or salt away 
(something) informal 1 : to put (money) in a safe place 
especially secretly or dishonestly ■ He salted millions away 
in a foreign bank account. 2 US : to make your victory in 
(a game, contest, etc.) certain ■ They salted away the game 
by scoring 21 points in the last quarter. 
salt with [phrasal verb] salt (something) with (something) 
: to put something in many places in (a story, speech, etc.) 
■ She salted her speech with many religious references. ■ 
The book is salted with witty anecdotes. [=the book has 
many witty anecdotes throughout it] 

3 salt adj, always used before a noun 

1 : containing salt ■ salt water 

2 : preserved or seasoned with salt ■ salt [=salted] pork 

salt—and—pepper adj : having many small spots of black 

and white ■ He has a salt-and-pepper beard. ■ His hair had 
turned salt-and-pepper. 

salt*bOX /'sa:lt,ba:ks / noun, pi -box.es [count] US : a house 
that has two or more levels in the front, one level in the 
back, and a steep roof that slopes down from the front to the 
back 

salt ceMar /'sailhsela-/ noun, pi ~ -lars [count] Brit: salt 
shaker 

salted adj 

1 : having salt added ■ Cook the pasta in boiling salted water. 
■ salted butter/peanuts — opposite unsalted 

2 : preserved with salt ■ salted fish/meat/pork 

sal-tine /sal'ti:n/ noun, pi -tines [count] US : a thin, salty 
cracker 

salt*pe*ter (US) or Brit salt-pe.tre /'scr.lt'pkta/ noun [non¬ 
count] : a white powder that exists naturally in some soils 
and that is used especially as a fertilizer, in medicine, and to 
make gunpowder 
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Salt Shak*er /'sailtjeikay noun, pi ~ -ers [count] US : a 
small container that has holes in its top and that is used for 
sprinkling small amounts of salt onto food — called also 
(Brit) salt cellar, see picture at place setting 
salt* Walter / l sa:lt t wa:ta i / adj, always used before a noun : of, 
relating to, or living in salt water ■ saltwater fish ■ a saltwater 
pond — compare freshwater 
salty /'sciilti/ adj salt*i*er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : containing salt or too much salt ■ salty foods ■ a salty lake 
• I think the soup tastes salty. 

2 US, old-fashioned : somewhat rude or shocking ■ salty lan¬ 
guage/talk 

- salt*i«ness /‘sailtinas/ noun [noncount] • the saltiness of 
tears 

sa*lu*bri*OUS /sa'luibrijas/ adj [more most —] formal 
: making good health possible or likely ■ salubrious weather ■ 
a salubrious climate/area 

sal-u-tary /'s£elj3,teri, Brit 'saeljatri/ adj [more most ~] 
formal : having a good or helpful result especially after 
something unpleasant has happened ■ The accident should 
be a salutary lesson to be more careful. ■ a salutary effect 
sal*U*ta*tion /^zelja'teijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : a word or phrase (such as “Gentlemen,” “Dear 
Sir,” “Dear Madam,” or “To whom it may concern”) that is 
used to begin a letter 

2 formal : the act of greeting someone [count] A handshake 
and saying "hello” are common salutations, [noncount] 
Shaking hands is a form of salutation. 

sa*IU*ta*tO*ri*an /s3,lu:t3'torij3n/ noun, pi -ans [count] US 
: the student who has the second best grades in a graduating 
class — compare valedictorian 
^ adute /sa'luit/ verb -lutes; -lut«ed; -lut-ing 

1 : to give a sign of respect to (a military officer, flag, etc.) by 
moving your right hand to your forehead : to give a salute to 
(someone or something) [+ obj] He saluted the officer. ■ Sa¬ 
lute the flag, [no obj] The officer saluted. 

2 [+ obj] : to show respect for (someone or something) : to 
publicly praise (someone or something) ■ We salute our 
country’s soldiers. • The players saluted the fans. ■ The presi¬ 
dent saluted her bravery. 

2 salute noun, pi -lutes 

1 : the act of moving your right hand to your forehead as a 
sign of respect to a military officer, flag, etc. [count] The of¬ 
ficers gave the general a salute. [ noncount ] They raised their 
hands in salute. 

2 : an act or ceremony that shows respect for someone 
[count] a 21-gun salute [=a military ceremony where 21 guns 
are fired in the air to honor someone] ■ The concert was a sa¬ 
lute to country music legends, [noncount] Twenty-one guns 
were fired in salute. ■ We raise our glasses in salute to the 
newlyweds. 

1 Salvage /'sfelvicfe/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the act of saving something (such as a building, a ship, or 
cargo) that is in danger of being completely destroyed • The 
ship was beyond salvage. ■ salvage attempts/efforts/opera¬ 
tions 

2 : something (such as cargo) that is saved from a wreck, 
fire, etc. • the salvage from the wrecked ship ■ (US) I got the 
part from an auto salvage place. [=from a junkyard; from a 
place where broken cars are taken so that their parts can be 
removed and sold] 

2 salvage verb -vag*es; -vaged; -vag-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to remove (something) from a place so that it will not be 
damaged, destroyed, or lost ■ Divers salvaged some of the 
sunken ship’s cargo. » Few of their possessions were salvaged 
from the fire. 

2 : to save (something valuable or important) : to prevent 
the loss of (something) ■ He is trying to salvage his marriage/ 
reputation. 

— salvageable /'sselvnfeabal/ adj ■ The marriage was not 
salvageable. 

Sal*va*tion /szel'veijan/ noun [noncount] 

1 in Christianity : the act of saving someone from sin or evil 
: the state of being saved from sin or evil ■ Pray for salvation. 

2 : something that saves someone or something from danger 
or a difficult situation • The new medication has been her 
salvation. [=has saved her] ■ Tourism has been the salvation of 
the island. 

Salvation Army noun 

the Salvation Army : an international Christian group that 
helps poor people 

1 salve /'s 2 ev, Brit ‘szelv/ noun, pi salves [count, noncount ] : a 


creamy substance that you put on a wound to heal it or to 
make it less painful • a salve for rashes/sunbums 
2 salve verb salves; salved; salv-ing (+ obj] : to make 
(something) less painful ■ The lotion salved the pain. • He 
bought her flowers to salve his guilty conscience. 
sal*ver /'sselva*/ noun, pi -vers [count] chiefly Brit : a tray 
that is used for serving food or drinks on formal occasions 
sal*VO /'saelvou/ noun,pi sal-vos or sahvoes [count] 

1 : the act of firing several guns or bombs at the same time ■ 
We were driven back by a salvo of cannon fire. 

2 : a sudden occurrence of applause, laughter, etc., from 
many people ■ a salvo [=burst] of cheers 

3 : a strong or sudden attack • The newspaper article was in¬ 
tended as a salvo against the mayor’s policies. ■ He fired the 
opening salvo of the debate. 

Sa*mar*i*tan /sa'merotan/ noun, pi -tans [count] : good 
Samaritan • A Samaritan called a tow truck for us. 
Sam*ba /'samba/ noun [singular] : a lively Brazilian dance ■ 
They danced the samba:, also : the music for this dance ■ 
The band played a samba. 

1 same /'seiin/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : not different — used when referring to a particular per¬ 
son or thing that is connected to more than one person, time, 
place, etc. ■ He has lived in the same city all his life. [=he has 
only lived in one city] • She and her cousin go to the same 
school. [=she goes to a particular school, and her cousin also 
goes to that school] ■ We graduated the same year. ■ She saw 
the same man at several different times and places yesterday. 
• I'd met him earlier that exact same day. = (US) I’d met him 
earlier that same exact day. ■ “Puma” and “cougar” are dif¬ 
ferent names for the very same animal. ■ The restaurant’s 
owner and chef are one and the same person. [=the owner is 
also the chef] 

2 a : exactly like someone or something else ■ The words 
“their” and “there” are pronounced in exactly the same way 
but spelled differently. ■ They were wearing the exact same 
shirt, s (US) They were wearing the same exact shirt. ■ He 
should help us—and the same thing goes for you! [=and you 
should help us too] b : not changed : exactly like an earlier 
version, event, etc. ■ She gave the same answer as before. * 
He eats the same breakfast every day. ■ The same thing hap¬ 
pened to me yesterday. ■ She is not the same person (that) 
she used to be—she’s changed. 

3 — used to describe a quality or characteristic that is 
shared by more than one person or thing • two people of the 
same sex [=two people who are both male or both female] ■ 
The buildings are the same age/style. ■ She has the same dark 
hair and eyes as her father. 

at the same time see 'time 
same difference see difference 

the same old informal + usually disapproving — used to re¬ 
fer to something that has not changed ■ I was hoping for 
something different, but all I got was more of the same old 
thing. ■ They brought up the same old argument/story yet 
again! 

the same thing — used to say that two things are alike or 
have the same meaning • Lying and cheating amount to 
much the same thing, 
two sides of the same coin see 'coin 
2 same pronoun 

1 the same a : someone or something that is exactly like 
another person or thing being discussed or referred to • He 
ordered the salmon, and I had the same. [=1 also had the 
salmon] ■ “I’ll have a coffee with cream and two sugars.” 
“Make mine the same." ■ Your idea is the same as his. ■ (chief¬ 
ly Brit) "Would you like another drink7” “Yes. (The) Same 
again, please.” [=please bring me another drink that is like 
the one you have already brought me] ■ All of your class¬ 
mates have begun their projects, and I suggest you do the 
same. • The band’s last album was a bunch of bubble-gum 
pop, and their new release is just more of the same. • He 
should help us—and the same goes for you! [=and you 
should help us too] b *$- Two or more things that are the 
same are exactly like each other or very similar to each oth¬ 
er. ■ The lunch specials are always the same. ■ No two finger¬ 
prints are ever the same. • The two cars are basically the 
same. 

2 the same : someone or something that has not changed 
: something that is exactly like it was at an earlier time ■ Af¬ 
ter the accident, he was never quite the same again. ■ Things 
would never be the same without you! • Things are very 
much the same as before. 
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all the same or just the same : despite what has just been 
said : nevertheless ■ Of course it won’t be easy. But you 
should try all the same. ■ I’m afraid I can’t accept your of¬ 
fer. But thank you just the same, 
all the same to — used to say that someone does not care 
about what is chosen or done in a particular situation ■ We 
can do it either today or tomorrow—it's all the same to me. 
[=1 am willing to do it either today or tomorrow] ■ I’d like 
to go fishing tomorrow morning, if it’s all the same to you. 
[=if you don't object to that] 

one and the same : one person or thing and not two ■ The 
restaurant’s owner and chef are one and the same. [=the 
owner is also the chef] 

same here informal — used to say that you think, feel, or 
want the same thing as someone else ■ “I’m tired.’’ “ Same 
here." [=me too; I’m tired too] ■ “I’ll have a coffee.” “ Same 
here, please." 

the same to you — used to return a greeting or insult ■ 
“Merry Christmas!" “(And) the same to you\" (=Merry 
Christmas to you too] ■ “Go to hell!” "7he same to you!" 
3 same adv : in a way that is alike or very similar — usually 
used after the ■ The two brands of soda taste the same [ =alike] 
to me. ■ The words “their" and “there" are pronounced the 
same but spelled differently. ■ I feel exactly the same as I did 
yesterday. ■ I don’t like to dress the same as everyone else. ■ 
The business is run much the same as it was 50 years ago. ■ 
He ate a sandwich and apple for lunch, same as usual. [=as 
he usually does] 

same*ness /'seimnas/ noun [ singular] : the quality or state 
of being alike or of not changing ■ the sameness of the two 
methods ■ There is a sameness to his stories that makes them 
too predictable. ■ the sameness [ -monotony ] of daily life 
same—sex ad), always used before a noun : involving mem¬ 
bers of the same sex ■ same-sex twins [=twins that are both 
boys or both girls] • same-sex couples/relationships • same- 
sex marriages/unions 

samey /'seimi/ adj . Brit, informal : similar and boring ■ He 
has written five samey novels. 

1 sam»ple /'sgempal, Brit 'saimpal/ noun, pi sam*ples [count] 

1 : a small amount of something that gives you information 
about the thing it was taken from ■ a blood/water/soil sam¬ 
ple ■ We would like to see a sample of your work. 

2 : a small amount of something that is given to people to try 

■ I tasted a sample of the new cereal. ■ Free samples were 
handed out at the store. 

3 : a group of people or things that are taken from a larger 
group and studied, tested, or questioned to get information • 
The sample included 96 women over the age of 40. ■ a sample 
group ■ A random sample of people filled out the survey. • 
We looked at a representative sample of public schools. 

4 : a small part of a recording (such as a song) that is used in 
another performer’s recording 

2 sample verb samples: sam*pled; sam-pling [+ obj] 

1 : to taste a small amount of (something) ■ We sampled the 
wine/food. 

2 : to try or experience (something) ■ She sampled every¬ 
thing the resort had to offer, from golfing to yoga. 

3 technical: to test, study, or question (a group of people or 
things taken from a larger group) to get information ■ A low 
percentage of the women sampled said that they smoked 
during pregnancy. ■ Five of the 20 schools sampled did not 
meet the standards. 

4 : to use a small part of (a recording, such as a song) in an¬ 
other recording ■ The rap group sampled the song. 

3 sample ad), always used before a noun : used as an example 
of something ■ The teacher handed out a sample essay/exam. 

■ Here are some sample questions for the test, 
sam-pler /‘ssemplas Brit 'saimpla 1 / noun, pi -piers [count] 

1 : a piece of cloth with letters and words sewn in different 
kinds of stitches and made as an example of a person’s sew¬ 
ing skill 

2 : a collection that includes different examples of a particu¬ 
lar type of thing ■ a chocolate sampler ■ The collection serves 
as a sampler of American poetry. 

sam*pling /'ssemphi], Brit 'sa.mplig/ noun, pi -plings 

1 [count] : a small group of people or things taken from a 
larger group and used to represent the larger group ■ The re¬ 
porter asked a sampling of people about their eating habits. ■ 
a sampling of the menu’s entrees 

2 [count] : a small amount of something that is offered to 
someone to try • We were given a sampling of the food. 

3 [noncount] : the act of using a small part of a recording 


(such as a song) as part of another recording ■ The band does 
a lot of sampling. 

sam-U-rai /'ssema^ai/ noun, pi samurai [count] : a mem¬ 
ber of a Japanese military class in the past ■ a powerful sam¬ 
urai ■ a samurai sword/warrior 

san-a-to-ri-um /^sna’torijam/ noun,pi -to-ri«ums or -to- 

ria /-'torija/ [count] old-fashioned : a place for the care and 
treatment of people who are recovering from illness or who 
have a disease that will last a long time — called also (US) 
sanitarium, (US) sanitorium 

sanc-ti-fy /‘szerjktajai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy«ing [+ obj]for- 
mal 

1 : to make (something) holy ■ The priest sanctified their 
marriage. 

2 : to give official acceptance or approval to (something) ■ 
The constitution sanctified the rights of the people. 

— sanc-ti-fi-ca*tion /.sserjktafs'keiJ’an/ noun [noncount] ■ 
the sanctification of their marriage 

sanc*ti-mO-niOUS ^sserjkta'mounijas/ adj [more most 
~] formal + disapproving : pretending to be morally better 
than other people ■ sanctimonious politicians • a sanctimo¬ 
nious speech/lecture 

— sanc-ti-mo-nious-ly adv • She sanctimoniously criti¬ 
cized our plans. 

1 sanc-tion /'sserjkjan/ noun, pi -Worts formal 

1 [count] : an action that is taken or an order that is given to 
force a country to obey international laws by limiting or 
stopping trade with that country, by not allowing economic 
aid for that country, etc. — usually plural ■ The United Na¬ 
tions has decided to impose trade/economic sanctions on the 
country. — often + against • Sanctions against the country 
have been lifted. 

2 [noncount] : official permission or approval ■ The country 
acted without the sanction of the other nations. • Their poli¬ 
cy has/lacks legal sanction. 

2 sanction verb -tions; -tioned; -tion-ing [+ obj] formal: to 
officially accept or allow (something) ■ The government has 
sanctioned the use of force. ■ His actions were not sanctioned 
by his superiors. 

sanc-ti-ty /'sserjktati/ noun [noncount] : the quality or state 
of being holy, very important, or valuable — often + of ■ the 
sanctity [■=sacredness ] of marriage/life/tradition 
sanc-tu-ary /'sseijktfa^eri, Brit 'sseqktfuari/ noun, pi -ar- 
ies 

1 [count] : a place where someone or something is protected 
or given shelter ■ wildlife/bird sanctuaries ■ The house was a 
sanctuary for runaway teens. — often used figuratively • Her 
garden was a. sanctuary from the stress of daily life. [=she felt 
relaxed and free from stress when she was in her garden] 

2 [noncount] : the protection that is provided by a safe place 
■ The refugees found/sought sanctuary when they crossed 
the border. 

3 [count] a US : the room inside a church, synagogue, etc., 
where religious services are held b : the most sacred or 
holy part of a religious building ■ The sanctuary contains the 
altar of sacrifice. 

sanc-tum /'sseqktam/ noun, pi -turns [count] somewhat for¬ 
mal 

1 : a place where you are not bothered by other people ■ Her 
office was her sanctum. — see also inner sanctum 

2 : a holy or sacred place ■ the sanctum of a church 
1 sand /'ssend/ noun, pi sands 

1 [noncount] : the very tiny, loose pieces of rock that cover 
beaches, deserts, etc. ■ The beaches are covered with pinkish 
sand. ■ a grain of sand ■ I have sand in my shoe. — see also 
QUICKSAND 

2 a [noncount] : an area of sand ■ The children are playing in 
the sand. ■ She walked across the hot sand, b sands [plural] 
literary : the beach or desert ■ Tourists walked the sands. • 
They journeyed across the (desert) sands. 

head in the sand see 'head 

shifting sands — used to refer to changes that happen as 
time passes ■ the shifting sands of war 
the sands of time — used to refer to the passage of time ■ 
Many civilizations have been buried by the sands of time. 
[=many civilizations have been forgotten because of the 
passage of time] 

2 sand verb sands; sand*ed; sand-ing 

1 : to make the surface of something smooth by rubbing it 
with sandpaper [+ obj] You should sand the shelf before 
painting it. — often + down ■ Sand down the table, [no obj] 
Be sure to sand before you paint the shelf. 
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2 [+ obj] US : to spread sand over (an icy street, sidewalk, 
etc.) : to cover (something) with sand ■ The streets are slip¬ 
pery because they haven’t been sanded yet. 
sarvdal /'szendj/ noun, pi -dais [count] : a shoe with a bot¬ 
tom part that is held in place with straps around the foot and 
sometimes the ankle ■ a pair of sandals ■ I’m missing a san¬ 
dal. — see picture at shoe 

san-dal-WOOd /'s£endj,wud/ noun [noncount] : a yellowish 
wood with a pleasant smell that is often used to make carved 
objects and whose oil is used in making perfumes and soaps; 
also : the tree that this wood comes from 
1 sand-bag /'s£end,b£eg/ noun, pi -bags [count] : a bag filled 
with sand and used as a weight or to build temporary walls, 
dams, etc. 

2 sandbag verb -bags; -bagged; -bag-ging 

1 [+ obj] : to put sandbags around, on, or in (something) ■ 
They sandbagged (the area around) the house to protect it 
from the flood. 

2 [+ obj] chiefly US, informal : to hit (someone) with a sand¬ 
bag — usually used figuratively to describe treating or criti¬ 
cizing someone unfairly ■ He would have won the election 
but he got sandbagged by the media. 

3 US, informal : to hide your true abilities or purpose in or¬ 
der to deceive people, gain an advantage, etc. [no obj] He 
claimed he was playing badly because of an injury, but I 
think he was sandbagging. [+ obj] I think he was sandbag¬ 
ging us. 

— sand-bag-ger noun, pi -ers [count] chiefly US 
sand-bank /'ssendjbserjk/ noun, pi -banks [count] : a 

raised area of sand in a river, ocean, etc. ■ The ship ran 
aground on a sandbank. 

sand-bar /‘ssend^aa’/ noun, pi -bars [count] : a raised area 
of sand with a top that is near or just above the surface of the 
water in an ocean, lake, or river ■ We walked out onto the 
sandbar at low tide. 

sand-blast /'s£end,bl£est, Brit 's£end,bla:st/ verb -blasts; 
-blast-ed; blast-ing [+ obj] : to clean, polish, or decorate 
the surface of (something) by spraying sand on it with a pow¬ 
erful machine ■ sandblast a building ■ The metal was sand¬ 
blasted to remove old paint. = The old paint was sandblasted 
off the metal. 

— sand-blast-er noun, pi -ters [count] 

sand-box /'s£end,ba:ks/ noun , pi -box-es [count] US : a 
low box filled with sand that children can play in — called 
also {Brit) sandpit, see picture at playground 
sand castle noun, pi ~ castles [count] : a small model of 
a castle or other building that is made with wet sand on a 
beach 

sand dollar noun, pi <■»■' -lars [count] US : the round, flat 
shell of a small sea animal; also : the small sea animal itself 
sand dune noun, pi ~ dunes [count ]: dune 
sand-er /‘szenda’/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : an electric tool that is used to make a surface smooth 

— see picture at carpentry 

2 US : a machine that is used for spreading sand on icy roads 
S&H abbr, US shipping and handling 

S&L noun, pi S&Ls [count] US : savings and loan associ¬ 
ation — usually used before another noun ■ S&L execu¬ 
tives 

sand-lot /'s£end,la:t/ noun, pi -lots [count] US : an empty 
area of land in a city where children play games or sports 

— sand lot adj, always used before a noun ■ sandlot games/ 
baseball 

S and M or S&M noun [noncount] : sadomasochism 
Sand-man /'ssendjmsen/ noun 
the sandman — used to refer to sleep as an imaginary man 
who makes people sleepy by sprinkling sand in their eyes ■ 
The kids are fighting off the sandman. [=the kids are trying 
not to fall asleepj 

1 sand-pa-per /‘szend^eipa-/ noun [noncount] : stiff paper 
that has a rough surface on one side and that is rubbed 
against something (such as a piece of wood) to make it 
smooth 

2 sandpaper verb -pers; -pered; -per-ing [+ obj] : to make 
(something) smooth by rubbing it with sandpaper ■ You 
should sandpaper [=(more commonly) sand] the shelf before 
you paint it. 

sand-pip-er /'szendipaipay noun, pi -ers [count] : a type of 
bird that has long legs and a long bill and that lives near the 
sea 

sand-pit/ , s£end,pit/«oM«,p/ -pits [count] Brit : sandbox 


Sand-Stone /‘szend.stoun/ 
noun, pi -stones [count, non¬ 
count] : a type of soft stone that 
is made from grains of sand 
stuck together 

Sand-Storm /‘ssendiStoani/ 
noun, pi -storms [count] : an 
occurrence in which very 
strong winds blow sand around 
very forcefully in the desert ■ 

They were caught in a sand¬ 
storm. 

sand trap noun, pi ~ traps 

[count] US, golf : an area on a 
golf course that is filled with sand ; BUNKER 
1 Sand-wich /‘s£end,witf, Brit *s£en,wicfc/ noun, pi -wich-es 
[count] 

1 : two pieces of bread with 
something (such as meat, pea¬ 
nut butter, etc.) between 
them ■ I had a ham sandwich 
for lunch. ■ a peanut butter 
and jelly sandwich — see also 
CLUB SANDWICH, OPEN- 
FACED SANDWICH 

2 : two or more cookies, 
crackers, or slices of cake 
with something between 
them ■ {.chiefly US) an ice-cream sandwich [=two cookies 
with ice cream between themj 

2 sandwich verb -wiches; -wiched; -wich-ing [+ obj] 

somewhat informal : to put (someone or something) in the 
space between two other things or people — usually used as 
(be) sandwiched between ■ The little boy was sandwiched be¬ 
tween his brother and sister in the back seat of the van. • a 
thin sheet of aluminum sandwiched between two pieces of 
plastic ■ She lives in an old neighborhood sandwiched be¬ 
tween the river and the railroad tracks, 
sandwich board noun, pi ~ boards [count] : two signs 
that are worn on the front and back of a person’s body and 
that are used especially for advertising something 
sandwich course noun, pi ~ courses [count] Brit : a 
course of study in a college or university during which the 
students spend some time working in a business or industry 
sandy /‘ssendi/ adj sand-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : full of or covered with sand ■ The soil in my garden is 
very sandy. ■ a sandy beach 

2 : having a yellowish-gray or yellowish-brown color ■ sandy 
hair 

— sand-i-ness noun [noncount] ■ the sandiness of the soil 
sane /‘sem/ adj san-er; san-est [also more —; most ~] 

1 : having a healthy mind : able to think normally ■ He is 
perfectly sane. [=he is not mentally ill] "No sane person 
could do something so horrible. ■ Trips to the beach keep me 
sane. [=keep me feeling happy and able to deal with life with¬ 
out becoming too upset, nervous, etc.l ■ It’s hard to stay/re¬ 
main sane [=to stay relaxed, calm, etc.] when I’m so busy. 

— opposite INSANE 

2 : based on reason or good judgment: rational or sensible • 
Leaving was the only sane option she had. ■ a sane policy/de¬ 
cision 

— sane-ly adv ■ He spoke sanely. 

Sang past tense of SING 

sang-froid Asairj'frwa:/ noun [noncount] literaiy : the abili¬ 
ty to stay calm in difficult or dangerous situations ■ He dis¬ 
played remarkable sangfroid when everyone else was panick¬ 
ing during the crisis. 

san-gria /sserj'griija/ noun [noncount] : an alcoholic drink 
made of red wine, fruit juice, and often soda water 
san-guine /'szeggwan /adj [more most ] formal : confi¬ 
dent and hopeful ■ She has a sanguine disposition/tempera¬ 
ment. ■ He is sanguine about the company’s future, 
san-i-tar-i-um Assena'terijam/ noun,pi -i-ums or- ia /-ija/ 
[count] US, old-fashioned : sanatorium 
san-i-tary /'szenajteri, Brit 'ssenatri/ adj 

1 always used before a noun : of or relating to good health or 
protection from dirt, infection, disease, etc. ■ sanitary laws ■ 
poor sanitary conditions ^conditions that are likely to give 
people diseases or infection] • The park had clean sanitary fa¬ 
cilities. [= bathrooms] 

2 [more most ~]: free from dirt, infection, disease, etc. ■ 
The public bathrooms were not very sanitary. [=clean] ■ san- 
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itary packaging — opposite insanitary, unsanitary 
sanitary napkin noun, pi ~ -kins [count] us : a thick 
piece of soft material that is used to absorb blood during 
menstruation — called also sanitary pad, (Brit) sanitaiy tow¬ 
el; compare tampon 

san-i*ta*tion /jsasns'tei/sn/ noun [noncount] : the process 
of keeping places free from dirt, infection, disease, etc., by 
removing waste, trash and garbage, by cleaning streets, etc. ■ 
Diseases can spread from poor sanitation. — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ sanitation workers/trucks 
san-i-tize also Brit san-i-tise /'s£en3,taiz/ verb -tiz-es; 
-tized; -tiz-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make (something) free from dirt, infection, disease, 
etc., by cleaning it : to make (something) sanitary - The 
housekeeping staff sanitized the bathroom. 

2 often disapproving : to make (something) more pleasant 
and acceptable by taking things that are unpleasant or offen¬ 
sive out of it • They’re trying to sanitize the news. 

— sanitized also Brit sanitised adj ■ He gave them a sani¬ 
tized account of his life that did not include his time in 
prison. — sanitizing also Brit sanitising adj ■ sanitizing 
equipment 

san-i-to-ri-um /(Sasns'torijsm/ noun, pi -to-ri-ums or -to- 

ria /-'torija/ [count] US, old-fashioned : sanatorium 
san-i-ty /'sasnsti/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the condition of having a healthy mind : the condition of 
being sane ■ People have begun to doubt his sanity. ■ She is 
the mother of six children but somehow keeps her sanity. ■ I 
need a vacation to regain/recover my sanity. [=to begin to 
feel normal and relaxed again] — opposite INSANITY 

2 : the condition of being based on reason or good judgment 
■ The sanity of the decision was never in question. 

sank past tense of 1 sink 

sans /'sasnz/ prep : without ■ She went to the party sans 
her husband. 

San»skrit /'saenjskrit/ noun [noncount]: a language that was 
spoken many years ago in India and is still used in the prac¬ 
tice of Hinduism • chanting in Sanskrit 

— Sanskrit adj, always before a noun ■ a Sanskrit word/ 
verse/scholar 

sans ser-if /sasn'sersf/ noun [noncount] technical : one of a 
group of typefaces that do not have short lines across the top 
and bottom of the long parts of the letters — see picture at 
font; compare serif 

San*ta Claus /'sasnt3,kla:z/ noun [singular] : an imaginary 
fat man with a white beard and a red suit who gives toys to 
children at Christmas — called also Santa, (Brit) Father 
Christmas 

1 sap /'sasp/ noun, pi saps 

1 [noncount] : a watery juice inside a plant that carries the 
plant’s food ■ Sap is taken from maple trees to make syrup. 

2 [count] chiefly US, informal : a person who is easily tricked 
or cheated ■ The poor sap believed everything she told him. 

2 sap verb saps; sapped; sap-ping [+ obj] 

1 : to use up the supply of (something, such as a person’s 
courage, energy, strength, etc.) ■ Moving the couch up the 
stairs sapped her strength. • Months of rejections after job in¬ 
terviews sapped his confidence. 

2 ; to cause (someone) to lose courage, energy, strength, etc. 

— usually + of m The illness sapped him o/his strength. ■ Her 
last three losses have sapped her of her confidence. 

sap-ling /'sasphr)/ noun, pi -lings [count] : a young tree 
sap-per /'saspa 1 / noun, pi -pers [count] Brit : a member of a 
military unit that builds structures to defend and protect a 
position 

sap-phic /'sasfik/ adj, always used before a noun, formal + 
literary : of or relating to sexual relations between women 
: lesbian ■ a sapphic relationship ■ sapphic lovers 
sap-phire /'sae,fajay noun, pi -phires 

1 [count, noncount] : a clear, usually deep blue jewel — see 
color picture on page Cll 

2 [noncount] : a deep blue color 

sap-py /'saepi/ adj sap-pi-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 US, informal a : sad or romantic in a foolish or exagger¬ 
ated way ■ The movie was pretty sappy. [=^ sentimental] ■ a 
sappy [=(Brit) soppy] love story b : foolish or silly : not 
thinking clearly or showing good judgment ■ She gets all sap¬ 
py when she is around babies. ■ a sappy idea 

2 : full of sap ■ sappy wood 

Sa-ran Wrap /sa'raen-/ trademark, US — used for a thin 
sheet of clear plastic that is used to wrap food 


sar-casm /'saa'ikaszsm/ noun [noncount] : the use of words 
that mean the opposite of what you really want to say espe¬ 
cially in order to insult someone, to show irritation, or to be 
funny ■ biting/dry sarcasm ■ a voice full of sarcasm 

— compare irony 

sar-cas-tic /sa^'kaestik/ adj [more —; most ~] : using or 
showing sarcasm ■ a sarcastic person/remark/reply 

— sar-cas-ti-cal-ly /saa^'kasstikli/ adv 
sar-COph-a-gus /sa&'karfagss/ noun, pi -gi /-,gai/ also 

-gus-es [count] : a stone coffin from ancient times ■ Egyp¬ 
tian/Roman sarcophagi 

sar-dine /saa^'dim/ noun, pi -dines [count] : a very small 
fish that is used for food and is usually packed in a can 
like sardines : without enough room to move around • A 
large crowd of reporters was crammed/packed like sar¬ 
dines into a small room. 

sar-don-ic /saa'da.nik/ adj [more most ~] formal 
: showing that you disapprove of or do not like someone or 
something : showing disrespect or scorn for someone or 
something ■ The movie is a sardonic look at modem life. ■ 
sardonic humor/comments ■ a sardonic expression/smile 

— sar-don-i-cal-ly /sa^'daimkli/ adv ■ She smiled sardoni¬ 
cally when she heard what had happened. 

sarge /'saa-cte/ noun [singular] informal : sergeant — usu¬ 
ally used as a form of address ■ What should I do, Sarge ? 
sa-ri /'sari/ noun, pi -ris [count] : a long piece of cloth that is 
wrapped around the body and head or shoulder and worn by 
women in southern Asia — see color picture on page C16 
sarky /'saa^i/ adj sark-i-er; -est [also more most ~]Brit, 

informal: sarcastic ■ sarky comments/remarks 
sar-nie /'saami/ noun, pi -nies [count] Brit, informal : sand¬ 
wich ■ a bacon/jain sarnie 

sa-rong /sa'ranj/ noun, pi -rongs [count] : a long strip of 
cloth that is wrapped loosely around the body and worn by 
men and women of Malaysia and many Pacific islands — see 
color picture on page C16 

SARS /'saa-z/ noun [noncount] : a serious disease that is 
caused by a virus and that affects your ability to breathe ■“> 
SARS is an abbreviation of “severe acute respiratory syn¬ 
drome.” 

sar-sa-pa-ril-la Asaesps'nla, Brit .saispa'nla/ noun, pi -las 
[count, noncount] old-fashioned : a sweetened drink that is 
flavored with a substance made from the root of a plant 
sar-tO-ri-al /saa^'torijsl/ adj, always used before a noun, for¬ 
mal : of or relating to clothes ■ They accused him of having 
poor sartorial taste. ■ The wedding party arrived in sartorial 
splendor. 

— sar-to-ri-al-ly adv • my sartorially conservative friend 
[=my friend who wears conservative clothes] 

S AS AeSid'es/ noun 

the SAS : a part of the British military that consists of sol¬ 
diers who are specially trained for difficult and secret du¬ 
ties — called also the Special Air Service; compare SPECIAL 
FORCES 

SASE abbr, US self-addressed stamped envelope 
1 sash /'sas// noun, pi sash-es [count] : a long piece of cloth 
that you wear around your waist or over one shoulder 

— compare 2 SASH 

2 sash noun, pi sashes [count] : the frame that holds glass in 
a window and that allows the window to open or close by 
sliding up and down — see picture at window — compare 
‘sash 

sa-shay /sas'Jei/ verb, always followed by an adverb or prepo¬ 
sition -shays; -shayed; -shay-ing [no obj] : to walk in a 
slow and confident way that makes people notice you • The 
model sashayed down the runway. ■ She sashayed into the 
room. 

sa-shi-mi /'saifami, sa'Jrmi/ noun [noncount] : a Japanese 
food made of thinly sliced raw fish 
sash window noun, pi ~ -dows [count] Brit : double- 
hung window — compare casement 
Sas-guatch /'sa^skwastf/ noun [singular] : a large, hairy 
creature that walks on two feet like a man and that some 
people claim to have seen in the northwestern U.S. and west¬ 
ern Canada — called also bigfoot; compare abominable 
SNOWMAN 

sass /'sass/ verb sass-es; sassed; sass-ing [+ obj] chiefly 
US, informal : to talk to (someone) in a rude way that does 
not show proper respect ■ He got drunk and sassed a cop. 

— sass noun [noncount] ■ Don’t give me any sass. [-back 
talk , (Brit) bac/cchat] 
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sas>sa>fras /'saes3,frses/ noun , pi sassafras 

1 [count, noncount\: a tall tree of eastern North America 

2 [ noncount\ : the dried bark from the root of the sassafras 
that is used in medicine and as a flavoring 

Sas-se-nach /'s£es3,naek/ noun , pi -nachs [count] Scot¬ 
land, disapproving + humorous : an English person 
sassy /'sassi/ adj sass-i-er; -est [also more most 
chiefly US, informal 

1 : having or showing a rude lack of respect ■ sassy children ■ 
a sassy answer 

2 : very stylish ■ her sassy new hairdo ■ She bought some 
sassy high heels. 

3 : confident and energetic ■ the heroine’s sassy charm 
1 Sat past tense and past participle of SIT 

2 sat abbr satellite 
Sat. abbr Saturday 
SAT abbr Scholastic Assessment Test 

Sa-tan /'seitn/ noun [noncount] : devil la ■ He went to the 
Halloween party dressed up as Satan. [=the Devil] 
sa-tan-ic /sei'taemk /adj 

1 : of, relating to, or worshipping the Devil ■ a Satanic cult/ 
rite 

2 : very cruel or evil ■ a satanic serial killer 
sa*tan*ism /'seita^izam/ noun [noncount] : worship of the 

Devil 

— sa-tan-ist /'seitsmst/ noun, pi -ists [count] 
satch-el /‘saetfal/ noun, pi -els [count] : a small bag that is 

carried over your shoulder and that is used for carrying 
clothes, books, etc. 

sate /'seit/ verb sates; sat*ed; sat-ing [+ obj] formal 

1 ; to fill (someone) with food so that no more is wanted — 
usually used as (be) sated • He ate until he was completely 
sated. [=full] ■ feel sated 

2 : to end (something, such as hunger or curiosity) by pro¬ 
viding everything that is required or wanted : satisfy ■ The 
meal was more than enough to sate his hunger/appetite. ■ 
The information sated their curiosity. 

sa*teen /sae'ti:n/ noun [noncount] : smooth cloth that is like 
satin 

sat-el-lite / , saeta,lait/ noun, pi -lites 

1 a [count] : an object (such as a moon) that moves around a 
much larger planet b : a machine that is sent into space and 
that moves around the earth, moon, sun, or a planet ^ Satel¬ 
lites are used for radio, television, and other types of com¬ 
munication and for studying the objects they move around. 
[count] Satellites help meteorologists predict the weather. 
[noncount] Images of the planet are sent by satellite. — often 
used before another noun ■ satellite broadcasting/channels/ 
images/radio/TV 

2 [count] : a country, organization, etc., that is controlled by 
a larger and more powerful country, organization, etc. 

satellite dish noun, pi ~ 
dishes [count] : a device that is 
shaped like a large dish and that 
receives television signals from a 
satellite high above the earth 
sa-ti-ate /'seiji,eit/ verb -ates; 

-at-ed; -at-ing L+ obj] formal 
: to satisfy (a need, desire, etc.) 
fully • Her curiosity was never 
satiated, [-sated] 

— sa-ti-a-tion /.seiji'eijan/ 
noun [noncount] 

sa-ti-ety /sa'tajati/ noun [non¬ 
count] technical : a feeling or condition of being full after 
eating food ■ eating beyond the point of satiety 
1 sat-in /'saetii/ noun [noncount] : cloth that has a smooth, 
shiny surface • a dress made of satin 
2 satin adj 

1 ; made of or covered with satin ■ satin sheets/shoes 

2 : having a smooth and shiny surface : satiny ■ satin paint 
sat-iny /'sastni/ adj : smooth and shiny like satin ■ There’s a 

satiny feel to the material. • a smooth satiny finish/texture 
sat-ire /'s£e,taj &/ noun, pi -ires 

1 [noncount] : a way of using humor to show that someone 
or something is foolish, weak, bad, etc. : humor that shows 
the weaknesses or bad qualities of a person, government, so¬ 
ciety, etc. ■ His movies are known for their use of satire. 

2 [count] : a book, movie, etc., that uses satire ■ The movie is 
a political/social satire. 

— sa-tir-ic /sa'tink/ or sa-tir-i-cal /sa'tinkal/ adj ■ The play 



is a satiric/satirical comedy. ■ her dry satiric/satirical wit ■ a 
satiric/satirical novel — sa-tir-i-cal-ly /sa'tinkli/ adv ■ a 
political subject that is usually treated satirically 
sat-i-rist /'saetanst/ noun, pi -rists [pount] : a person who 
uses satire in books, movies, etc. ■ social satirists of the 
American Dream ■ the great British satirist , Jonathan Swift 
sat-i-rize also Brit sat-i-rise /'s2eta,raiz/ verb -riz-es; 
-rized; -riz-ing [+ obj] : to show that (someone or some¬ 
thing) is foolish, weak, bad, etc., by using satire ■ The book 
satirizes contemporary life. 
sat-is-fac-tion /^aetas'faekjan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : a happy or pleased feeling because of something that you 
did or something that happened to you [noncount] He gets/ 
derives great satisfaction from volunteering. ■ the satisfaction 
of a job well done ■ There is some satisfaction in knowing I 
was right, [singular] She finds a certain satisfaction in help¬ 
ing others. — opposite dissatisfaction 

2 [noncount] : the act of providing what is needed or desired 
: the act of satisfying a need or desire ■ sexual satisfaction ■ 
the satisfaction of his deep craving for love 

3 [noncount] formal : a result that deals with a problem or 
complaint in an acceptable way ■ I complained to the manag¬ 
er about the poor service but did not get any satisfaction. 

4 [count] US : something that makes you happy, pleased, or 
satisfied ■ Helping others is one of the greatest satisfactions of 
my life. 

to someone’s satisfaction : so that someone is happy, 
pleased, or satisfied ■ The work was not done to my satis¬ 
faction. [=1 was not satisfied with the work] ■ The charge 
must be proved to the satisfaction of the court. [=the court 
must be convinced that the charge is true] 
sat-IS-faC-tO-ry /^aetas'fasktari/ adj [more most ~] 
: good enough for a particular purpose : acceptable ■ The 
job requires a satisfactory level of performance. * Results are 
less satisfactory than had been anticipated. ■ He gave a satis¬ 
factory account/explanation of how the accident had hap¬ 
pened. * The movie was brought to a satisfactory close/con¬ 
clusion/end. ■ His work has been satisfactory , but not 
outstanding. — opposite unsatisfactory 

— sat-is-fac-to-ri-ly /^aetas'faektarali/ adv ■ My questions 
had been answered satisfactorily. ■ They performed satis¬ 
factorily on the exam. 

satisfied adj [more most ~] 

1 : having a happy or pleased feeling because of something 
that you did or something that happened to you • a satisfied 
customer ■ There was a satisfied look/smile on her face. ■ She 
sat back from the table, satisfied. — often + with ■ He’s satis¬ 
fied with things as they are. ■ They were satisfied with the 
compromise. — opposite dissatisfied 

2 not used before a noun : completely certain or sure about 
something : convinced ■ He was satisfied that she was not 
lying to him. ■ You’re quite satisfied that he’s right? 

sat-is*fv /'s2et3s,fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to cause (someone) to be happy or pleased ■ His job satis¬ 
fies him. ■ Nothing satisfies her so much as doing a good job. 
■ The movie’s ending failed to satisfy audiences. — opposite 
DISSATISFY 

2 : to provide, do, or have what is required by (someone or 
something) ■ He ate a little food, but not enough to satisfy his 
hunger. [=not enough to stop him from being hungry] ■ His 
curiosity was satisfied by their explanation. ■ He has satisfied 
all of his graduation requirements. [=he has done all the 
things required for graduation] ■ She satisfied [=fulfilled] all 
conditions for approval of the loan. 

3 formal : to cause (someone) to believe that something is 
true : convince ■ They have satisfied themselves that the 
story is only a rumor. 

satisfying adj [more most ~]: making you feel satisfied 
: giving you what you want or need ■ You can have a very 
satisfying lunch at that restaurant. • a totally satisfying mov¬ 
ie/novel ■ It is one of the most satisfying jobs I’ve ever had. 

— sat-is-fy-ing-ly adv ■ The movie has a satisfyingly happy 
ending. 

sat-U-rate /'saetfa,reit/ verb -rates; -rat-ed; -rat-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make (something) very wet ■ Saturate the sponge with 
water. - That last rain really saturated [=soaked] the ground. 

2 : to fill (something) completely with something ■ Images of 
the war saturated the news. ■ Their new products are saturat¬ 
ing the market. 

sat-U-rat-ed /'saefl^reitad/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : completely wet ■ a saturated sponge/towel ■ His shirt was 
saturated with sweat. 
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2 : completely filled with something ■ the area’s already satu¬ 
rated freeways — often + with • Newspapers were saturated 
with stories about the election. ■ The room was saturated with 
the smell of her perfume. 

3 technical — used to describe a type of oil or fat that is 
found in foods such as meat and butter and that is bad for 
your health ■ Saturated fats are not easily processed by the 
body. — compare UN saturated 

sat«U*ra*tiOfl /jszetfa'rei/an/ noun [noncount\ 

1 : the act or result of making something very wet ■ Heavy 
rains resulted in the saturation of the soil. 

2 : the act or result of supplying so much of something that 
no more is wanted ■ the saturation of advertising on televi¬ 
sion ■ a product that has reached market saturation [=a prod¬ 
uct that has saturated the market] — often used before a 
noun - saturation coverage of a news story ■ The number of 
game shows on TV may have reached the saturation point. 
[=the point at which there are so many that no more can be 
added successfully] 

3 : the act of using military force over a whole area — usual¬ 
ly used before another noun * saturation bombing [=bomb- 
ing in which a very large number of bombs are dropped to 
cover an entire area instead of being aimed at a specific tar¬ 
get] 

Sat-ur-day /'sseta^dei/ noun, pi -days : the day of the week 
between Friday and Sunday [count] They left last Saturday. 
■ He will arrive next/this Saturday. ■ His birthday falls on a 
Saturday this year. ■ (Brit) He will arrive on the Saturday and 
leave on the Wednesday. ■ The club meets on Saturdays. = 
The club meets every Saturday, [noncount] I will arrive on 
Saturday. = (chiefly US) I will arrive Saturday. — abbr. Sat. 

— Sat* ur*days /'szeta^deiz/ adv • He visits his parents Satur¬ 
days. [=he visits his parents every Saturday] 

Sat* um /'ssetam/ noun [singular] : the planet that is sixth in 
order from the sun and that is surrounded by large rings 
sat*ur-nine /'sseta^nain/ adj [more most ~] literary : very 
serious and unhappy ■ his saturnine [=sullen] looks ■ He is sat¬ 
urnine in temperament. 

sa*tyr or Sa*tyr /'seitas Brit 'sseta/ noun, pi -tyrs [count] 
: one of the forest gods in Greek mythology who have faces 
and bodies like men and ears, legs, and tails like goats 
sauce /*sa:s/ noun, pi sauc*es 
t : a thick liquid that is eaten with or on food to add flavor 
to it [count] a delicious spaghetti/meat sauce ■ She tried sev¬ 
eral sauces before she found one she liked. ■ chicken in/with 
a cream sauce ■ Cover the strawberries with the chocolate 
sauce, [noncount] This pizza needs more sauce. — see also 
SOY SAUCE, TARTAR SAUCE, WHITE SAUCE 

2 [count] : boiled or canned fruit ■ cranberry sauce — see 
also APPLESAUCE 

3 [singular] chiefly Brit, informal + old-fashioned : rude or im¬ 
polite language or actions ■ I’ve had enough of your sauce ! 

4 the sauce US slang : alcoholic drinks : liquor ■ He’s 
been off the sauce [=he has not drunk any alcohol] for a 
month now. ■ He’s back on the sauce. [=he’s drinking alco¬ 
hol again] 

what’s sauce for the goose is sauce for the gander see 

'goose 

sauce-boat /'sa:s,bout/ noun, pi -boats [count] : a long 
and narrow container that has a handle and a special curved 
end for pouring and that is used for serving a sauce or gravy 
with a meal 

sauce-pan /'sa:s,p2en, Brit 'soispan/ noun, pi -pans [count] 
: a deep, round cooking pan with a handle — see picture at 
KITCHEN 

sau-cer /'saisa*/ noun, pi -cers [count] : a small, round dish 
that you put a cup on — see picture at place setting; see 
also FLYING SAUCER 

saucy /'sa:si/ adj sauc*i*er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 somewhat old-fashioned : rude usually in a lively and play¬ 
ful way ■ a saucy actress ■ saucy language 

2 : served with a sauce ■ saucy foods ■ a saucy dish 

— sauc-i-ly /'scusali/ adv ■ He spoke saucily. — sauc-i-ness 
/'scusinas/ noun [noncount] 

sau-er-kraut /'sawa^kraut/ noun [noncount] : a German 
food made of a vegetable (called a cabbage) that is cut into 
small pieces and soaked in a salty and sour liquid 
sau-na /'sa:na/ noun, pi -nas [count] 

1 : a special heated room in which people sit or lie down in 
order to get hot and sweat ■ The health club has a pool and a 
sauna. 

2 : a health treatment in which people sit or lie down in a 


sauna ■ He talked about the benefits of taking/having a sau¬ 
na regularly. 

saun-ter /'saints/ verb, always followed by an adverb or prep¬ 
osition -ters; -tered; -ter-lng [no obj] : to walk along in a 
slow and relaxed manner : STROLL ■ They sauntered slowly 
down the street. ■ Some girls sauntered by. ■ He sauntered 
into the store. 

— saunter noun [singular] ■ We took a saunter around the 
town. 

sau-sage /'scusicfe/ noun, pi -sag*es : spicy ground meat 
(such as pork) that is usually stuffed into a narrow tube of 
skin or made into a small flat cake [noncount] Would you 
like any/some sausagel [count] breakfast sausages • They 
bought sausages for the picnic. 

not a sausage Brit, informal + old-fashioned : nothing ■ 
What did they find? Not a sausage. 
sausage dog noun, pi <-*-> dogs [count] Brit, informal 

: DACHSHUND 

1 sau-te /sa'tei, Brit 'sou.tei/ verb -tes also -tes; -teed also 
-teed; -te*ing also -te*ing [+ obj] \ to fry (food) in a small 
amount of fat ■ Saute the onion and garlic. ■ peppers sauteed 
in olive oil ■ meat sauteed with herbs 
2 saute noun, pi -tes [count] : a food that is fried in a small 
amount of fat ■ a shrimp saute - (US) a saute of shrimp 

— saute adj, always used before a noun ■ saute [=sauteed] po¬ 
tatoes 

1 saV-age /'ssevicfe/ adj [more most ~] 

1 of an animal : not under human control : WILD ■ savage 
[=wild] beasts 

2 : very cruel or violent ■ a savage criminal ■ He was the vic¬ 
tim of a savage attack/beating. ■ a savage battle ■ The coast 
was lashed by savage storms. 

3 : very critical or harsh ■ savage criticism ■ He wrote savage 
satires about people he didn’t like. 

4 old-fashioned + offensive : having a way of life that is sim¬ 
ple and not highly advanced : uncivilized or primitive • a sav¬ 
age country/tribe 

— sav*age*ly adv ■ She was savagely attacked by the dog. ■ 
He was savagely beaten. — sav*age*ness noun [non- 
count] ■ the savageness [=(more commonly) savagery] of the 
battle/crime 

2 sa vage noun, pi -ag*es [count] 

1 old-fashioned + offensive : a person who has a way of life 
that is simple and not highly advanced ■ a wild savage 

2 : a person who is very violent or cruel ■ What kind of sav¬ 
age could have committed such a terrible crime? 

3 savage verb -ages; -aged; -ag*ing [+ obj] : to attack or 
treat (someone or something) in a very cruel, violent, or 
harsh way ■ He looked like he’d been savaged by a wild ani¬ 
mal. ■ A hurricane savaged the city. ■ The newspapers sav¬ 
aged his reputation. 

sa v-age-ry /'szevicfeari/ noun, pi -ries 

1 [noncount] : a cruel or violent quality : a savage quality ■ 
The savagery of the attack was horrifying. ■ an act of pure 
savagery 

2 [count] : a cruel or violent act or action ■ the savageries 
committed by the soldiers ■ the savageries of war 

sa-van-na also sa*van*nah /sa'vsena/ noun, pi -nas also 
-nahs [count] : a large flat area of land with grass and very 
few trees especially in Africa and South America 
sa-vant /S2e*va:nt, Brit 'ssevant/ noun, pi -vants [count] for¬ 
mal 

1 : a person who knows a lot about a particular subject ■ a 
computer savant 

2 : a person who does not have normal intelligence but who 
has very unusual mental abilities that other people do not 
have 

1 save /'seiv/ verb saves; saved; sav*ing 

1 [+ obj] a : to keep (someone or something) safe : to stop 
(someone or something) from dying or being hurt, damaged, 
or lost ■ He risked his life to save his friend (from drowning). 
■ The organization is dedicated to saving [protecting] endan¬ 
gered animals. ■ We need to save the rain forests (from de¬ 
struction). • He grabbed her arm to save her from falling. 
[=to stop/prevent her from falling so that she would not be 
hurt] ■ The doctors managed to save the soldier’s wounded 
leg. [=to keep the leg from having to be cut off] b : to stop 
(something) from ending or failing : to make (something 
that is in danger of failing) successful ■ He is trying to save his 
marriage by going to counseling for his drug addiction. ■ The 
new CEO saved the company (from bankruptcy). • She saved 
a tense situation by staying calm. 
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2 : to keep (something) from being lost or wasted [+ obj] 
This new plan will help us save time. = The new plan will save 
us some time. ■ Thinner computer monitors save space, [no 
obj ] — + on • A more efficient furnace will save on energy. 

3 a : to keep money instead of spending it : to put money 
away especially in a bank so that you will have it in the fu¬ 
ture [no obj ] She would rather save than spend. ■ He has 
been saving (up) for a new car. [+ obj] Save a little money 
for later. ■ She saves part of her pay every week. ■ I saved 
$20,000 for a down payment on the house, b : to spend less 
money [no obj ] Buy now and savel — often + on ■ Save on 
everything in the store! ■ He saved on [=spent less money for] 
his car insurance by switching to a different insurance com¬ 
pany. [+ obj] She saved $15 at the grocery store by using 
coupons. — often + on ■ We’re trying to save money on our 
electric bill. 

4 [+ obj] a : to keep (something) available for use in the fu¬ 
ture ■ Be sure to save some cookies for your sister. ■ You need 
to save (up) your energy for tomorrow. ■ He saves his best 
jacket for special occasions. [=he only wears his best jacket 
on special occasions] ■ The runners saved their energy for the 
last lap. = The runners saved themselves for the last lap. b 
: to keep (something) for someone to use or have ■ She saved 
a seat for her friend. ■ Please save the next dance for me. = 
Please save me the next dance. [=please don’t plan to dance 
the next dance with anyone but me] 

5 [+ obj] : to make (something) unnecessary ■ Check that you 
have everything before you leave. It will save your having to 
go back again. ■ The shortcut saves an hour’s driving. 

6 [+ obj]: to keep (someone) from doing something ■ Thanks 
for sending out that package. It saved me a trip to the post 
office. ■ I’ll make the appointment for you to save you the 
trouble/bother. [=so that you don’t have to do it yourself] — 
often + from ■ You should cut up the vegetables to save you 
from doing it later when the guests are here. 

7 [+ obj ] : to collect or keep (something) ■ She saved all his 
letters. 

8 : to store (data) in a computer or on a storage device (such 
as a CD) so that it can be used later [+ obj] You should save 
your work on/to a disk. ■ save a file [no obj] Don’t forget to 
save before you close the file. 

9 [+ obj] sports a : to stop (an opponent’s shot) from scoring 
a goal ■ He saved the penalty kick/shot, b : to keep (a 
game) from being lost to an opponent ■ The relief pitcher 
saved the game. 

10 in Christianity : to protect or free (someone) from sin or 
evil [+ obj] He believes that Jesus Christ will save him. [no 
obj] Jesus saves. 

a penny saved (is a penny earned) see penny 
save faee see ‘face 

save someone's bacon/hide/neck/skin informal : to save 
someone : to help someone get out of a dangerous or diffi¬ 
cult situation ■ You really saved my bacon by helping out 
yesterday. • He doesn’t care what happens to us. All he’s 
worried about is saving his own skin/neck. [=saving himself] 
save someone's life 1 or save a life : to stop (someone) 
from dying or being killed : to rescue (someone) who is in 
terrible danger ■ She thanked the firefighters who saved her 
life. [=rescued her] ■ a surgical procedure that has saved the 
lives of thousands of people ■ The use of seat belts can save 
lives. ■ If you donate blood, you might save a life. 2 infor¬ 
mal : to help (someone) in an important way — often used 
to thank someone who helped you ■ Thanks for covering 
for me. You really saved my life, 
save the day : to make a bad situation end successfully ■ 
Just when things looked hopeless, my brother came along 
and saved the day. 
save your breath see breath 

to save your life informal If you cannot do something to 
save your life, you are completely unable to do it. ■ She 
can 1 sing to save her life. [=she is a very bad singer] 

2 save noun, pi saves [count] 

1 : a play that stops an opponent from scoring a goal ■ The 
goalie made a spectacular save. 

2 baseball, of a relief pitcher : the act of keeping a team’s lead 
when replacing another pitcher at the end of a game ■ He 
leads the league in saves. 

3 save prep, formal : other than : but or except ■ We had no 
hope save one. 

save for : not including (someone or something) : except 
for (someone or something) ■ The park was deserted save 
for a few joggers. 

4 save coiy, formal : except ■ Little is known about his early 


years save that he left home when he was very young, 
sav-er /'seiva-/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : someone who saves money for future use ■ He is a com¬ 
pulsive saver who always watches his spending. 

2 : something that prevents unnecessary waste or loss — 
used in combination ■ This recipe is a real time-saver. [=this 
recipe saves a lot of time] ■ The new product is an 
energy -saver. 

- see also lifesaver 

''saving noun.pl -ings 

1 [count]: an amount of something that is not spent or used ■ 
The new system will provide a saving in labor. ■ a saving on 
fuel — often plural ■ a savings of 50 percent ■ The investment 
offers tax savings. • The savings at the end of the first year 
will be considerable. 

2 savings [plural] : the amount of money that you have 
saved especially in a bank over a period of time ■ How much 
money do you have in savings' ? ■ She has her savings in 
stocks. ■ They were able to retire on their savings. ■ His par¬ 
ents lost their life savings [=all the money they had] when 
the stock market crashed. 

2 saving adj 

1 : preventing the unnecessary waste or loss of something — 
used in combination ■ energy-saving technology ■ space- 
saving furniture 

2 : preventing the unnecessary spending of money — used 
in combination ■ money-saving tips ■ cost-saving strategies 

saving grace noun, pi ~ graces [count] : a good quality 
that makes a bad or unpleasant person or thing better or 
more acceptable • It’s expensive, but the machine’s saving 
grace is its ease of operation. ■ One of her saving graces is a 
good sense of humor. 

savings account noun, pi ~ -counts [count] : a bank ac¬ 
count in which people keep money that they want to save ■ 
She opened a savings account. 

savings and loan association noun, pi — tions 
[count] US : a business that is like a bank and that holds and 
invests the money saved by its members and makes loans to 
home buyers — called also savings and loan, S&L 
savings bank noun, pi ~ banks [count] : a business 
where people keep money that they are saving in order to 
earn interest on it and where they can borrow money to buy 
homes, cars, etc. 

savings bond noun, pi ■— bonds [count] finance : a bond 
sold by the U.S. government that comes in values of $50 to 
$10,000 

sav*ior ( US) or Brit sav*iour /'seivja-/ noun, pi -iors 

1 [count] : someone who saves something or someone from 
danger, harm, failure, etc. ■ We all felt that she was our sav¬ 
ior. ■ Many people expected him to be the savior of his (polit¬ 
ical) party. 

2 Savior (US) or Brit Saviour — used by Christians to refer 
to Jesus Christ ■ saying a prayer to the/our Savior 

sa-voir faire /,sjeViWa&Tea 1 / noun [noncount] formal : the 
ability to behave in a correct and confident way in different 
situations ■ I admire her sophistication and savoir faire. • He 
handled the problem with his usual savoir faire. 

1 sa*VOr (US) or Brit sa-vour /'seiva-/ noun, pi -vors formal 

1 [count] : a good taste or smell — usually singular ■ She en¬ 
joys the savor of a baking pie. ■ There was a savor to the dish 
that I couldn’t identify. ■ a savor of mint ■ an earthy savor 

2 [noncount] literary : the quality that makes something in¬ 
teresting or enjoyable ■ Without her love, life has lost its sa¬ 
vor for me. 

2 savor (US) or Brit savour /'seiva-/ verb -vors; -vored; 
-vor-mq formal 

1 [+ obj] : to enjoy the taste or smell of (something) for as 
long as possible ■ He savored the aroma of the baking pies. ■ 
They savored every last morsel of food. 

2 [+ obj] : to enjoy (something) for a long time ■ She was just 
savoring the moment. ■ The team is still savoring its victory. ■ 
He savored the memories of his vacation. 

savor of [phrasal verb] savor of (something) formal : to seem 
to suggest or involve (something unpleasant) ■ That sugges¬ 
tion savors of[=smacks of] hypocrisy. 

1 sa-vory (US) or Brit sa-voury /'seivari/ adj [more most 
^] formal 

1 : having a pleasant taste or smell ■ a savory aroma 

2 : having a spicy or salty quality without being sweet ■ They 
prepared an assortment of both sweet and savory foods. 

3 : morally good — usually used in negative statements ■ His 
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reputation was anything but savory. [=his reputation was un¬ 
savory] ■ her less savory friend 

2 savory (US) or Brit savoury noun, pi -vor-ies [count] for¬ 
mal : a small serving of food that is spicy or salty but not 
sweet : a savory food ■ They prepared assorted sweets and 
savories. 

1 Sav»vy /'ssevi/ noun [noncount] : practical understanding or 
knowledge of something ■ He is admired for his business sav¬ 
vy. [=shrewdness] 

2 sawy adj sav-vi-er; -est [also more most ~] US : having 
practical understanding or knowledge of something ■ She’s a 
very savvy investor. ■ He is savvy about computers. 

1 saw past tense of's EE 

2 saw /'sa:/ noun, pi saws [count] : a tool that has a blade with 
sharp teeth and that is used to cut through wood, metal, and 
other hard material ■ a power saw — see picture at carpen¬ 
try; see also chain saw, circular saw, hacksaw, hand¬ 
saw, jigsaw — compare “*saw 

3 saw verb saws; sawed /'said/; sawed or Brit sawn 
/'sa:n/; saw-ing /'saurj/ : to cut or shape (wood, metal, 
etc.) with a saw [+ obj] He sawed the boards in half, [no obj] 
This blade is too dull for sawing. 

saw at [phrasal verb] saw at (something) : to try to cut 
(something) by moving a saw, knife, etc., backwards and 
forwards ■ She was sawing (away) at the turkey with a dull 
knife. — sometimes used figuratively • The violinist sawed 
(away) at the strings. 

saw down [phrasal verb] saw down (something) or saw 
(something) down : to cut (something) with a saw and 
bring it to the ground : to cut (something) down ■ The 
trees were sowed down. 

saw off [phrasal verb] saw off (something) or saw (some¬ 
thing) off : to remove (something) by cutting it with a saw ■ 
She sowed off the branch. 

saw up [phrasal verb] saw up (something) or saw (some¬ 
thing) up : to cut (something) into pieces with a saw ■ He 
sawed up the boards into foot-long pieces, 
saw noun, pi saws [count] : a common saying : proverb ■ 
His grandfather recited the old saw about an apple a day 
keeping the doctor away. — compare 2 saw 
saw-dUSt /'sa:,dAst/ noun [noncount] : tiny particles of 
wood that are formed from sawing or sanding wood 
sawed-off shotgun noun, pi ~ -guns [count] US : a 
shotgun that has a shorter barrel than a regular shotgun — 
called also (Brit) sawn-off shotgun 
saw-horse / , sa:,hoa t s/ noun, pi -hors-es [count] : a frame 
on which wood is placed when it is being cut with a saw 
saw*mill /'sa^mil/ noun, pi -mills [count] : a mill or factory 
where logs are sawed to make boards 
sax /'seeks/ noun, pi sax-es [count] informal : saxophone ■ 
a tenor sax 

Sax*on /'seeksan/ noun, pi -ons [count] : a member of the 
Germanic people who entered and conquered England in 
the fifth century A.D. — see also ANGLO-SAXON 
— Saxon adj • Saxon kings 

sax*0*phone Aaeks3,foun/ noun, pi -phones [count] : a 
musical instrument that has a curved metal tube and that is 
played by blowing into a mouthpiece and pressing keys with 
your fingers — see picture at woodwind 
Sax*O a phon*ist /'saeksa^oumst, Brit saek'sufsmst/ noun, pi 
-ists [count] : someone who plays the saxophone 

1 say /'sei/ verb says /'sez/; said /'scd/; say-ing /'sejiq/ 

1 : to use your voice to express (something) with words [+ 
obj ] “Is anybody there?” he said. • “Good morning,” said the 
woman behind the counter. ■ I said three words before he in¬ 
terrupted me again. ■ I just stopped by to say hello. • He left 
without saying goodbye. ■ I wanted to say thank you for all 
you’ve done for me. ■ She said something about going to the 
store after work. ■ He said something in French. • Anything 
you say to the police can be used as evidence against you. ■ 
Don’t believe a word he says. • Please be quiet. I have some¬ 
thing to say. ■ Listen closely, because I’m not going to say 
this again/twice. • What did you say? • Who shall I say is call¬ 
ing, Sir? ■ Did she say how to get there? ■ I said to myself, “I 
can do it.” ■ He said (that) he was a doctor. * I can honestly 
say (that) I had never seen that man before today. • I already 
said (that) I was sorry. ■ You know what they say , “If you 
can’t beat ’em, join ’em.” ■ As people/they say, “You can’t 
teach an old dog new tricks.” ■ Her eyes are hazel, which is to 
say [=which means that] they are greenish brown. ■ “A word 
of advice: don’t mention the war.” “Say no more [=1 under¬ 
stand you; you do not need to explain it further]—I’ll stay 


off the subject!” [no obj] “What happened next?” “I’d rather 
not say." 

2 [+ obj] ■ to express (an opinion) ■ She thinks I should break 
up with him. What do you say ? [=what’s your opinion?] ■ 
What would/do you say to seeing a movie tonight? [=would 
you like to see a movie tonight?] ■ “After all, he was the last 
person to see her alive.” “Are you saying that (you think) he 
killed her?” ■ I say you’re wrong. [=my opinion is that you’re 
wrong] ■ I wouldn’t say (that) he’s a great guitarist [=1 don’t 
think he’s a great guitarist]; he’s just OK. ■ They say (that) 
you should drink eight glasses of water a day. = It’s said that 
you should drink eight glasses of water a day. [=the opinion 
of people who know about this subject is that you should 
drink eight glasses of water a day] ■ New England is said to 
be [=many people think New England is] very beautiful in 
the Fall. ■ “Is the island nice?” “So they/people say.” ■ I must 
say it was quite a surprise to hear from him. = I have to say it 
was quite a surprise to hear from him. ■ I’m not saying we 
shouldn't buy the car. A// I’m saying is that we should think 
about it some more. ■ I didn’t really enjoy the movie, but 
that's not to say it was bad. ■ Say what you like (about it), I 
thought it was a good movie. ■ Seeing your reaction, / would 
say that you’re jealous that he has a new girlfriend. ■ The 
dress seems too fancy for the party, wouldn’t you sayi 
[=don’t you agree?; do you think the same thing?] ■ I’ll say 
this for him —he’s very generous with his money. ■ “She’s a 
great singer!” “If you say so.” 

3 : to express (a fact) with certainty [+ obj] No one can say 
for sure whether it will happen. ■ It is hard to say what 
caused the injury. ■ There’s no saying [=it is impossible to 
know] how many people died in the earthquake, [no obj] 
“When will you be done?” “/ couldn’t/can’t say.” [=1 don’t 
know] This sense is often used in indirect questions begin¬ 
ning with who to express disagreement or to say that some¬ 
thing cannot be known for sure. ■ Who says I can’t do it? I 
can do anything if I put my mind to it. ■ Who’s to say they 
wouldn’t have won if their team was healthy? ■ Who can say 
what will happen? [=no one knows what will happen] 

4 : to give (an order) : to tell someone to do (something) [+ 
obj] I said leave me alone! ■ “Why do we have to go?” “Be¬ 
cause your father and I said so.” ■ Mom said to wait here. ■ 
She’s the boss. What she says goes! [=you have to do what 
she tells you to do] • “Let’s try installing the program one 
more time.” “Whatever you say —you’re the expert.” ■ 
“Don’t you ever bring that subject up again, do you hear 
me?!” “Okay, okay. Whatever you say." [no obj] Don’t start 
until I say (so/to). 

5 [+ obj] : to pronounce (a word) ■ How do you say your 
name? 

6 [+ obj ]: to repeat or recite (something) ■ We always say our 
prayers before going to bed. ■ Can you say the poem from 
memory? ■ A new priest said Mass this morning. 

7 [+ obj] : to use written words to give (information) • What 
does the card say? ■ Does the article say how the fire hap¬ 
pened? ■ The letter says that I’ve been accepted to the col¬ 
lege. ■ It says here that there will be a special guest at the 
concert. ■ The instructions say to add two eggs. 

8 [+ obj]: to show or indicate (something) by using numbers, 
pictures, etc. • The clock says five minutes after ten. ■ The 
calendar says that Christmas falls on a Monday. 

9 [+ obj] : to express (a meaning, emotion, etc.) without us¬ 
ing words • She likes art that really says something. • The 
kind of car you drive says a lot about the kind of person you 
are. ■ The look on her face said “I’m sorry.” ■ His face said it 
all. = His face said everything . [=his face showed how he felt] 
10a — used to suggest an example or possibility • Let’s pick 
a math problem. Say problem number 3. ■ Say you do get ac¬ 
cepted to the college. Will you go? ■ We could leave on any 
day —say on Monday. • Let’s say you’re right, for argu¬ 
ment’s sake. ■ Suppose you won, shall we say ; one million 
dollars. What would you do with it? b — used to suggest a 
possible or approximate amount, value, etc. - The property is 
worth, say, four million dollars. = The property is worth four 
million dollars, say. [=the property is worth about four mil¬ 
lion dollars] 

can’t say fairer than that Brit, informal — used to say that 
you cannot make a better offer than the one you have 
made ■ What do you think? I can’t say fairer than that, now, 
can I? 

enough said see 3 enough 
fair to say see 'fair 

go without saying : to be obvious and true ■ it goes without 
saying that I’ll do whatever I can to help you. 
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hasten to say see hasten 

have anything/something (etc.) to say about 1 : to have 
an opinion to express about (something) ■ I asked what she 
thought about the movie, but she didn’t have anything to 
say about it. 2 : to have the ability to influence (some¬ 
thing) ■ “I’m going to the party.” “Not if I have anything1 
something to say about it." (=not if I can stop you) 
have something/nothing/much (etc.) to say for yourself 
: to be able or unable to say something that explains what 
you are doing, have done, etc. ■ I asked him about school, 
but he didn’t have much to say for himself. ■ Your teacher 
says you were caught cheating. What do you have to say for 
yourself? 

having said that or that said : despite what I just said ■ 
Their work has been fairly good. Having said that, I still 
think there’s a lot of room for improvement. ■ Much of the 
book was very dull. 7 hat said, I have to admit that the end¬ 
ing was extremely clever. 

I dare say see ‘dare 

if I may say so also if I might say so — used to express 
criticism or disagreement in a polite way • The whole 
affair— if I may say so —was a waste of time. 
if I say so myself — used when you are saying something 
that praises your own work, skill, etc. ■ I did a fine job 
painting the room, if I say so myself. 9 I’m a pretty good 
golfer, if I say so myself. 

I hear what you’re saying see hear 
I’ll say informal — used to indicate that you completely 
agree with something just said ■ “Isn’t it hot today!” "I’ll say 
(it is). It’s unbearable!” 

I say Brit, old-fashioned 1 — used to express surprise, 
shock, etc. • I sayl Isn’t that your friend over there? ■ / sayl 
That’s a wonderful idea. 2 — used to attract the attention 
of someone ■ I say (there). Can you help me? 
needless to say see needless 
never say die see 'die 
never say never see never 

not to say — used to introduce a more forceful or critical 
way of describing someone or something ■ His manner was 
discourteous, not to say offensive. • He was impolite, not to 
say downright rude! 
say cheese see cheese 

say no : to say that you will not accept or agree to some¬ 
thing ■ We requested more time, but she said no. [=she re¬ 
fused to allow us to have more timel — often + to ■ She 
said no to our request. ■ I never say no to dessert. 
say something/little/a lot (etc.) for : to show that (some¬ 
one or something) does or does not deserve to be praised, 
admired, etc. • It says a lot for her that she stayed in the 
game even though she was injured. ■ The students’ low test 
scores don’t say much for the education they’re receiving. 
[=the low test scores show/suggest that the students are not 
getting a good education] 
say the word see ‘word 

say what US, informal — used to express surprise at what 
someone has just said ■ “I’m moving out.” “ Say what?" 
say yes : to say that you accept or agree to something — of¬ 
ten + to ■ They said yes to our plan. 
say your piece see 'piece 
suffice (it) to say see suffice 
that is to say see 'that 
that said see having said that (above) 
that’s not saying much — used to indicate that a fact, 
achievement, etc., is not unusual or impressive ■ He is a 
better golfer than me, but that's not saying much (because 
I’m not a good golfer). 

there is something/a lot/much (etc.) to be said for — 
used to indicate that something has advantages which de¬ 
serve to be considered when you are thinking about what 
to do ■ 7 here is something to be said for small weddings. ■ It 
is not necessary, but there is something to be said for travel¬ 
ing abroad to learn a language. 
to say nothing of — used when referring to another thing 
that relates to what you have just said ■ We need more 
time, to say nothing of [=not to mention ] money. [=we also 
need more money] • The restaurant makes its own deli¬ 
cious bread, to say nothing of a great spaghetti sauce. 
to say the least see 2 least 
when all is said and done see 3 all 

you can say that again informal — used to indicate that 
you completely agree with something just said ■ “She’s in a 
bad mood.” “You can say that again." [=she certainly is) 
you don’t say — used to express surprise • “She ran off with 


another man.” “You don’t sayl" — often used ironically to 
show that you are not at all surprised by something ■ “They 
lost again.” “You don’t say. What’s that, eight in a row?” 
you might say — used to suggest a possible way of describ¬ 
ing or thinking about something ■ The experience was, you 
might say, a glimpse into the future. 
you said it informal — used to indicate that you completely 
agree with something just said ■ “That was a pretty selfish 
thing for him to do.” “You said it." • “Let’s grab something 
to eat.” “You said it. I’m starving.” 
z say noun 

1 [singular] : an opportunity to express your opinion ■ Every¬ 
body had a say at the meeting. ■ We won’t make a decision 
until all members have had their say. 

2 : the power to decide or help decide something [singular] 
The judge will have the final say on/over the divorce settle¬ 
ment. — usually + in ■ The students want a greater say in de¬ 
cisions that affect their education, [noncount] He had no/ 
some/little say in the matter. 

3 Say inteij, chiefly US, informal 

1 — used to express surprise, shock, etc. ■ Say, isn’t that 
your friend over there? ■ Say, that’s a wonderful idea. 

2 — used to attract the attention of someone ■ Say there. 
Can you help me? ■ Say, do you want to see a movie tonight? 

say*ing /'sejirj/ noun, pi -ings [count] : an old and well- 
known phrase that expresses an idea that most people be¬ 
lieve is true ■ “Two minds are better than one,” as the (old) 
saying goes. 

Say—SO /'sei,sou/ noun [noncount] informal 

1 : a statement that is not supported by any proof ■ He said 
he did the work himself, but we have only his say-so that 
that’s what actually happened. 

2 : permission that is given by a person who has authority ■ 
She left the hospital on the say-so of her doctor. ■ Nothing 
was done without his say-so. 

3 : the power to decide something ■ She has the ultimate say- 
so on/over what will be taught. 

S-bend /*£s,bcnd/ noun, pi -bends [count] Brit: a bend in a 
road or pipe in the shape of the letter S 
SC abbr 1 South Carolina 2 supreme court 
scab /'skseb/ noun, pi scabs [count] 

1 : a hard covering of dried blood that forms over a wound 
to cover and protect it as it heals 

2 informal + disapproving : a worker who does not join a 
strike or who takes the place of another worker who is on 
strike 

scab*bard /’skEeba'd/ noun, pi -bards [count]: a protective 
case for a sword that covers the blade 
SCa*bieS /*skeibiz /noun [plural] : a disease that is caused by 
small insects and that causes itching and red spots on the 
skin 

SCa*brOUS /'skEebras/ adj [more —; most ~] 

1 technical : having a rough surface ■ scabrous skin/leaves 

2 formal: referring to sex in a rude or shocking way ■ a mov¬ 
ie with scabrous humor 


SCadS /'skEedz/ noun [plural] informal : a large amount of 
something — usually + of' We have scads [=lots] of time left. 
■ scads of money 

SCaf-fold /'skeefald/ noun, pi -folds 
[count] 

1 : a temporary or movable platform or 
structure on which a person stands or sits 
while working high above the floor or 
ground 

2 : a platform or structure on which crim¬ 
inals are killed by being hanged or behead¬ 
ed ■ The condemned man was led to the 
scaffold. 

scaf-fold'ing /’skEefaldir)/ noun [non¬ 
count] : the metal poles and wooden 
boards that are used to build or support a 
scaffold (sense 1) 

seal-able /'skeilabal/ adj, technical : easy 
to make larger, more powerful, etc. • a 
scalable computer network 
— scal-abil-i-ty /,skeil3'bil3ti/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

SCal*a*wag (US) or chiefly Brit scal-ly- 
wag /'sksehiwseg/ noun, pi -wags [count] informal + some¬ 
what old-fashioned : a usually young person who causes 
trouble : rascal ■ an amusing little scalawag 
'scald /'ska:Id/ verb scalds; scald.ed; scald-ing [+ obj\ 
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1 : to bum (someone or something) with hot liquid or steam 
■ The steam scalded his skin. — sometimes used figuratively ■ 
Tears scalded her face. 

2 a : to put (something) in hot liquid or steam for a brief 
time ■ Scald the tomatoes in boiling water so that you can 
peel them more easily, b : to heat (a liquid) until it is very 
hot but not boiling ■ scald milk 

2 SCald noun, pi scalds [count] : a bum left on the skin that is 
caused by hot liquid or steam 
scald'ing /'skaildig/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : very hot ■ The men worked in the scalding sun. ■ scalding 
hot water ■ a scalding bowl of soup 

2 : very critical: very harsh or severe ■ a scalding [^scathing] 
review of the book 

1 scale /'skeil/ noun, pi scales : a device that is used for 
weighing people or things [count] ( US) a bathroom scale 
[plural] (Brit) He stepped onto the bathroom scales. — see 
picture at bathroom 
tip the scales see 'tip 

- compare 2 scale, “scale 

2 SCale noun, pi scales [count] : one of many small thin plates 
that cover the bodies of some animals (such as fish or 
snakes) — compare 'scale, “scale 
3 scale verb scales; scaled; scal-lng [+ obj] : to remove the 
scales from (a fish) ■ You should scale, bone, and clean the 
fish before you cook it. — compare 5 scale 
4 scale noun, pi scales 

1 [count] : a series of musical notes that go up or down in 
pitch ■ the C-minor scale ■ a major scale 

2 [count] : a line on a map or chart that shows a specific unit 
of measure (such as an inch) used to represent a larger unit 
(such as a mile) : the relationship between the distances on a 
map and the actual distances ■ The map uses a scale of one 
centimeter for every 10 kilometers. 

3 [count] : a range of numbers that is used to show the size, 
strength, or quality of something — usually singular ■ On a 
scale of 1 to 10, 1 give the movie a 9. [=the movie was ex¬ 
tremely good) ’On a scale of 1 to 5—1 being mild pain and 5 
being extreme pain—tell me how much pain you are in. 

— see also richter scale 

4 [count] : a range of levels of something from lowest to 
highest ■ He is at the top of the pay scale for his position. ■ 
Primates are high up on the evolutionary scale. — see also 
SLIDING SCALE 

5 [noncount] — used to describe a model, drawing, etc., in 
which all of the parts of something relate to each other in the 
same way that they do in the larger form ■ The model of the 
new city hall is to scale. [=the model shows exactly how the 
parts will relate to each other when it is built] ■ The diagram 
was not drawn to scale. ■ a scale model of a car 

6 [singular] : the size or level of something especially in com¬ 
parison to something else ■ The company does things on a 
larger scale than most others. ■ The mayor surveyed the full 
scale [^extent] of the damage. ■ The war could impact the 
economy on a global scale. [=could impact the economy of 
the entire world] ■ They exposed fraud on a grand scale■ 

— see also full-scale, large-scale, small-scale 

7 [noncount] technical : a hard substance that is formed in 
pipes or containers holding water 

8 [noncount] Brit : a hard substance that forms on teeth 
: tartar ■ buildup of plaque and scale on the teeth 
-compare 'scale, 2 scale 

5 scale verb scales; scaled; scaling [+ obj] : to climb to the 
top of (something) ■ Hikers scaled the mountain. — some¬ 
times used figuratively ■ She scaled the heights of the pub¬ 
lishing industry. [=she rose to a very high position in the pub¬ 
lishing industry] 

scale back/down [phrasal verb] scale back/down (some¬ 
thing) or scale (something) back/down : to decrease the 
size, amount, or extent of (something) ■ The committee 
scaled down the budget. ■ TTie company has scaled back 
production. ■ We scaled back our original plans. 
scale up [phrasal verb] scale up (something) or scale (some¬ 
thing) up : to increase the size, amount, or extent of (some¬ 
thing) ■ The company hopes to scale up production soon. 

- compare 3 scale 

seal-lion /'skaeljan/ noun,pi -Hons [count] US : green on¬ 
ion 

scal-lop /'skcubp, 'skaelap/ noun, pi -lops [count] 

1 : a type of shellfish that has a flat, round shell with two 
parts and that is often eaten as food — see color picture on 
page C8 


2 : one of a series of similar curves that form a decorative 
edge on something 

seal-loped /'skailapt, 'skaetapt/ adj 

1 : baked in a sauce usually with bread crumbs on top ■ scal¬ 
loped potatoes 

2 : having a series of similar, decorative curves along the 
edge ■ a scalloped lace collar ■ Her skirt had a scalloped hem. 

scallywag chiefly Brit spelling of scalawag 
1 scalp /'skaslp/ noun, pi scalps [count] 

1 : the skin on the top of your head where hair grows 

2 : hair and skin that is cut or torn from the head of an ene¬ 
my as a sign of victory — often used figuratively ■ His boss 
wants his scalp [=wants to fire him] ■ Parents of some stu¬ 
dents are (going) after the principal’s scalp . 

2 scalp verb scalps; scalped; scalp-lng [+ obj] 

1 : to remove the hair and skin from the head of (an enemy) 
as a sign of victory ■ Some members of the tribe were scalped 
by the attacking warriors. 

2 US : to buy tickets for an event and resell them at a much 
higher price ■ People were scalping [=(Brit) touting] tickets 
outside the stadium. 

— scalp-er noun, pi -ers [count] US ■ ticket scalpers [=(Brit) 
ticket touts] 

seal-pel /'skaslpal/ noun, pi -pels [count] : a small knife 
with a thin, sharp blade that is used in surgery 
scaly /'skeili/ adj scaM-er; -best [also more most ~] 
: covered with scales or flakes ■ a scaly crocodile ■ His skin 
was dry and scaly. 

1 SCam /'skasm/ noun, pi scams [count] : a dishonest way to 
make money by deceiving people ■ She was the victim of an 
insurance scam. • a sophisticated credit card scam ■ a scam 
artist 

2 scam /'sksem/ verb scams; scammed; scam-ming [+ 

obj] 

1 : to deceive and take money from (someone) ■ The compa¬ 
ny scammed hundreds of people out of their life savings. • I 
could tell they were scamming you and charging too much. 

2 : to get (something, such as money) by deceiving someone 
■ They scammed a lot of money from unwary customers. 

— scam-mer noun, pi -mers [count] 

scamp /'skasmp/ noun, pi scamps [count] old-fashioned : a 
child who causes trouble usually in a playful way : rascal ■ 
a mischievous little scamp 

SCam-per /'skaemp zrj verb, always followed by an adverb or 
preposition -pers; -pored; -per-lng [no obj] : to run or 
move quickly and often playfully ■ The kids were scampering 
around the yard. ■ A mouse scampered across the floor. 
SCam-pi /'sksempi/ noun [noncount] 

1 US : a dish of large shrimp prepared with a garlic-flavored 
sauce ■ shrimp scampi 

2 Brit : large shrimp that are often breaded and fried ■ 
scampi and chips 

SCam-Ster /'skaemsta 1 / noun, pi -sters [count] informal: a 
person who deceives people to get their money : a person 
who scams people ■ con artists, swindlers, and scamsters 
1 scan /'skasn/ verb scans; scanned; scan-nlng 

1 [+ obj] : to look at (something) carefully usually in order to 
find someone or something ■ He scanned the field with bin¬ 
oculars. ■ He scanned the audience looking for his parents. ■ 
She scanned his face for any clue to what he was thinking. ■ 
The program is scanning [^searching] the computer’s files. 

2 : to look over or read (something) quickly [+ obj] She 
quickly scanned the pages of the newspaper, [no obj] She 
scanned through the list to find her name. 

3 [+ obj] : to look at the inside of (something) by using a spe¬ 
cial machine ■ Their bags were scanned at the airport. ■ This 
machine scans a patient’s brain. 

4 : to use a special machine to read or copy (something, 
such as a photograph or a page of text) into a computer [+ 
obj] She scanned her photos into her computer. ■ scan in the 
number ■ The cashier scanned the bar code on the box. [no 
obj] The bar code won’t scan. [=the machine is unable to 
read the bar code] 

5 [no obj] technical, of a poem : to have a correct or regular 
rhythm • These lines do not scan. 

2 scan noun, pi scans [count] 

1 : the act or process of scanning something: such as a 
: the act of looking at something carefully or quickly — usu¬ 
ally singular ■ a careful scan of the area ■ The investigator did 
a full scan of the computer’s files. ■ She gave the list a quick 
scan, b : the act or process of using a special machine to 
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see the inside of something (such as a part of the body) ■ The 
patient underwent a brain scan. 

2 : a picture of the inside of something that is made by a spe¬ 
cial machine ■ The doctor examined the bone scans. — see 
also CAT SCAN 

scari'dal Akaend]/ noun,pi -dais 

1 : an occurrence in which people are shocked and upset be¬ 
cause of behavior that is morally or legally wrong [count] 
There was a major scandal involving the mayor’s ties with 
the Mob. ■ Government officials were caught in an embez¬ 
zlement scandal. ■ Her behavior caused a scandal at school. ■ 
a drug/sex scandal [noncount] His actions brought scandal 
on the team. [=his actions disgraced the team] ■ There was 
never a hint/trace of scandal during her time in office. 

2 [ noncount ] : talk about the shocking or immoral things 
that people have done or are believed to have done ■ The 
gossip magazine is filled with rumors and scandal. 

3 I singular ] : something that is shocking, upsetting, or unac¬ 
ceptable ■ The high price of gas these days is a. scandal. • It's a 
scandal that this city doesn’t have a movie theater. 

scan-dal-ize also Brit scan-dal-ise Ak«end3,laiz/ verb 
-iz-es; -ized; -iz*ing [+ obj] : to shock or offend (someone) 
by doing something immoral or illegal • She was scandalized 
by her son’s behavior. 

SCan-dal-OUS/'sksendatas/at# [more —; most ~] 

1 : shocking or offensive ■ scandalous behavior ■ Sex was a 
scandalous subject back then. ■ The magazine published 
scandalous pictures of the movie star. ■ The high price of gas 
these days is scandalous. 

2 : involving immoral or shocking things that a person has 
done or is believed to have done ■ scandalous allegations ■ 
She was spreading scandalous rumors about him. 

— SCan-dal'OUS'ly adv ■ scandalously high prices 
Scan*di*na>vian Askaenda'neivijan/ noun, pi -vians 

[count] : a person bom, raised, or living in the countries of 
Scandinavia (Sweden, Norway, and Denmark) 

— Scandinavian adj ■ Scandinavian furniture 
SCan-ner Akaen^/ noun, pi -ners [count] : a device that 

scans things: such as a : a device that reads or copies infor¬ 
mation or images into a computer ■ a price scanner at a su¬ 
permarket ■ a photo scanner b : a device that is used to see 
inside something ■ a luggage scanner C : a radio receiver 
that searches for a signal ■ a police scanner [=a device that is 
used for listening to the police as they talk to each other over 
the radio] 

scant Akaent/ adi : very small in size or amount ■ Food was 
in scant supply. • She paid scant attention to the facts. • Po¬ 
lice found scant evidence of fraud, 
scanty Akaenti/ adi -i«er; -est [also more most ~] : very 
small in size or amount ■ The cheerleaders wore scanty out¬ 
fits. ■ scanty data synonyms see meager 

— scant-My Akaentali/ adv • scantily dressed/clad dancers 
[=dancers wearing very little clothing] 

SCape*goat Akeip,gout/ noun, pi -goats [count] : a per¬ 
son who is unfairly blamed for something that others have 
done ■ The CEO was made the scapegoat for the company’s 
failures. 

— scapegoat verb -goats; -goat*ed; -goat-ing [+ obj] • 
He was scapegoated for the company’s failures. ■ He’s a vic¬ 
tim of scapegoating. 

SCap*U*la Akaepjala/ noun, pi -lae /-,li:/ or -las [count] 
medical : shoulder blade 
1 SCar AkaaV noun, pi scars [count] 

1 : a mark that is left on your skin after a wound heals ■ The 
operation left a scar on his stomach. • the soldier’s battle 
scars • scar tissue 

2 : a mark on something showing where it has been dam¬ 
aged ■ The table had several scars on its top. 

3 : a feeling of great emotional pain or sadness that is caused 
by a bad experience and that lasts for a long time ■ The di¬ 
vorce left her with deep emotional scars. 

2 scar verb scars; scarred; scar.ring [+ obj] 

1 : to mark (something) with a scar ■ His arm was badly 
scarred after the accident. 

2 : to cause (someone) to feel great emotional pain or sad¬ 
ness because of a bad experience ■ The tragedy left her emo¬ 
tionally scarred. ■ Divorce can scar a child for life. = Divorce 
can leave a child scarred for life. 

3 : to make marks on (something) that show damage or 
wear ■ Your shoes are scarring the floor. ■ The fence was 
scarred by rust. 

SCar*ab Akerab/ noun, pi -abs [count] : a large beetle with 


a black shell In ancient Egypt the scarab was a symbol of 
good luck and eternal life. 

1 scarce Akeas / adj scarc-er; scarc-est [also more most 

~] : very small in amount or number : not plentiful ■ Food 
was getting scarce during the drought. ■ scarce resources 
make yourself scarce informal : to leave so that you will 
not be seen in a certain place ■ You’d better make yourself 
scarce before my parents get home. 

— scarce-ness noun [noncount] ■ The scarceness [^scarcity] 
of the metal made it valuable. 

2 scarce adv, literary : almost not at all : scarcely or hardly ■ I 
could scarce believe what I was hearing, 
scarce-ly Akeasli/ adv 

1 : almost not at all : hardly ■ He could scarcely control his 
joy. ■ Scarcely a day goes by when they don’t see or talk to 
each other. 

2 : by only a small amount of time, space, etc. : barely ■ I 
had scarcely [=only just] closed the door when the doorbell 
rang again. ■ The truck scarcely [=just] made it underneath 
the low bridge. ■ He had scarcely enough money. 

3 : certainly not ■ This is scarcely a time to laugh. ■ I could 
scarcely tell them they were wrong. 

scarcely ever see ever 

scar-ci-ty Akeassti/ noun, pi -ties : a very small supply 
: the state of being scarce [count] — usually singular • There 
was a scarcity of food. [=there was very little food; there was 
not enough food] ■ wartime scarcities [noncount] Scarcity of 
food forced the herds to move. 

1 scare Akea/ verb scares; scared; scar-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to cause (someone) to become afraid : frighten 
■ You scared me. I didn’t see you there. ■ Stop that, you’re 
scaring the children. ■ The loud noise scared them. = They 
were scared by the loud noise. ■ You nearly scared me to 
death. [=you scared me very much] 

2 [no obj] : to become afraid ■ I don’t scare easily. 

scare away/off [phrasal verb] scare (someone or something) 
away/off or scare away/off (someone or something) : to 
cause (someone or something) to go away and stay away 
because of fear or because of possible trouble, difficulty, 
etc. ■ The dog scared the prowler away. ■ The noise scared 
off the birds. ■ Tourists have been scared off by the recent 
violence in the city. [=tourists have not visited the city be¬ 
cause of the recent violence there] • She finally found a 
man who’s not scared away by the fact that she is a single 
mom raising two children. 

scare into [phrasal verb] scare (someone) into (something) 
: to cause (someone) to do (something) because of fear • 
The police scared him into confessing his crime. ■ They 
tried to scare us into buying more insurance. 
scare up [phrasal verb] scare (someone or something) up or 
scare up (someone or something) US, informal : to find or 
get (someone or something) with some difficulty ■ We 
managed to scare up [=scrape up] the money. ■ Let’s try to 
scare up some people to play football. 

2 scare noun, pi scares [count] 

1 : a sudden feeling of fear • You gave me (quite) a scare. 
[=you scared me] ■ She had a pregnancy scare. [=she was 
afraid she was pregnant] 

2 : a situation in which a lot of people become afraid be¬ 
cause of some threat, danger, etc. ■ There have been scares 
about the water supply being contaminated. ■ a bomb scare 
[=a situation in which people are afraid because someone 
says that a bomb is going to explode] 

— scare adj, always used before a noun ■ a scare story about 
a possible epidemic ■ They used scare tactics to teach their 
children not to smoke cigarettes. 

SCare*cr0W Akea,krou/ noun, pi -crows [count] : an ob¬ 
ject that looks like a person and that is placed in a field to 
scare birds away from crops 

scared adj [more most ~]: afraid of something : nervous 
or frightened ■ The rabbit looked scared. ■ I am really scared 
about speaking in front of the class. ■ He was scared that his 
mother wouldn’t let him go to the movies with his friends. ■ 
She’s scared to walk alone at night. ■ The children got scared 
[=became frightened] and ran away. — often + of • He was 
scared of asking her out. ■ She’s scared of snakes. ■ I want to 
look in the file, but I’m scared of what I’ll find. ■ She was 
scared to death of flying. = She was scared stiff of flying. 
[=she was very scared of flying] 

SCaredy—Cat Akeadiikaet/ noun, pi -cats [count] informal 
: someone who is very afraid of something — used mainly 
by children or when speaking to children ■ Don’t be a 
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scaredy-cat. The frog won’t hurt you. 

SCare-morvgeMng /'skea^mairjgarir), 'skea^mArjganij/ 
noun [noncount] formal + disapproving : the act or practice of 
saying things to make people afraid ■ They used scaremon¬ 
gering about the economy to influence voters. 

— scare-mon-ger /'skea'jmairjga 1 , 'ske^m/v^ga 1 / noun, pi 
-gers [count] ■ scaremongers warning the public of global 
catastrophe 

1 scarf /'skaatf/ noun, pi scarves /'skaavz/ or scarfs [count] 

: a long piece of cloth that is worn on your shoulders, 
around your neck, or over your head — see color picture on 
page C15 

2 scarf verb scarfs; scarfed; scarf-ing [+ obj] US, informal 
: to eat (something) quickly • I scarfed [=(chieffy Brit) scoffed] 
a big breakfast. — often + down ■ He scarfed down his lunch 
and went right back outside. 

scarf up [phrasal verb] scarf (something) up or scarf up 
(something) US, informal : to take (something) in a quick 
and eager way ■ People scarfed up [=, snapped up] the free 
gifts. 

SCar-let /'ska^lat/ noun, pi -lets [count, noncount] : a bright 
red color — see color picture on page C3 

— scarlet adj ■ a bird with scarlet feathers 

Scarlet fever noun [noncount] : a very serious disease that 
causes a fever, sore throat, and a red rash 
scary /'skeri/ adj scar-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

: causing fear ■ a scary [lightening] movie ■ The stranger is 
scary looking. = He looks scary. = He’s scary looking. 

— scar-i-ly /'skerali/ adv ■ a scarify accurate prediction ■ 
Scarify, the story is true. — scar-l-ness noun [noncount] 

1 SCat /'skzet/ inter) — used to scare away an animal 
2 SCat noun [noncount] : jazz singing with sounds or words that 
mean nothing 

SCath-ing /'skeiftiij/ adi [more most ~] somewhat formal 
: very harsh or severe ■ a scathing review of the book ■ a 
scathing look/comment 

— scath-ing-ly adv 

SCat-O-log-i-Cal /.skEeta'laicfoikal/ adj [more most ~] 
formal : relating to things that are disgusting or offensive ■ 
scatological humor 

"■scat-ter /'skEeta 1 / verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing 

1 a [+ obj] : to cause (things or people) to separate and go in 
different directions ■ The wind scattered the pile of leaves, b 
[no obj] : to separate and go in different directions ■ The 
crowd scattered [-dispersed] when the police arrived. ■ The 
marbles scattered across the floor. 

2 [+ obj] : to place or leave (things) in different places ■ He 
scattered [=, spread] the grass seed over the soil. ■ She scattered 
the books on the table. ■ He scatters his toys all around the 
house. 

2 scatter noun [singular] : a small number or group of things 
placed or found apart from each other — usually + of ■ 
There was a scatter of empty cans and bottles on the lawn. ■ a 
scatter of houses along the river 
SCat-ter-brain /'skEeta^brein/ noun, pi -brains [count] in¬ 
formal : a person who is unable to concentrate or think 
clearly ■ Where did I put my keys? I’m such a scatterbrain to¬ 
day. 

— scat-ter-brained /‘skzeta-ibreind/ adj [more most ~] ■ 
scatterbrained people * scatterbrained ideas 

scatter cushion noun, pi -ions [count] Brit : throw 

pillow 

Scattered adj : placed or found far apart ■ The toys were 
scattered all over the house. ■ Clothes were scattered about 
the room. ■ The weather forecast calls for scattered [^occa¬ 
sional] showers all day. ■ Houses are scattered along the river. 
■ My family is scattered throughout the country. 
SCat-ter-ing /’skEetani)/ noun, pi -ings [count] : a small 
number or group of things or people that are seen or found 
at different places or times — usually + of • The museum had 
a scattering of visitors last week. ■ There were scatterings of 
geese in the park. 

scatter rug noun, pi ~ rugs [count] : throw rug 
SCat-ty /'skEeti/ adj scat-ti-er; -est [also more most ~] 
Brit, informal : not having or showing the ability to think 
clearly ■ My scatty [scatterbrained] mother is always losing 
her keys. 

scav-enge /'skEevancfc/ verb -eng-es; -enged; -eng-ing 

1 of an animal : to search for food to eat [no obj] Rats scav¬ 
enged in the trash. — often + for ■ The bears scavenged for 


food in the woods. [+ obj] The bears scavenged the woods for 
food. 

2 : to search through waste, junk, etc., for something that 
can be saved or used [no obj] — often + for ■ They scavenged 
for antiques at the flea market. [+ obj] He scavenged the 
town dump for automobile parts. 

— scav-en-ger /'skEevancfea-/ noun, pi -gers [count] 
scavenger hunt noun, pi ~ hunts [count] : a game in 

which players try to find specified items within a particular 
period of time 

SCe-nar-iO /sa'nerijou, Brit sa'nairiau/ noun, pi -ios [count] 

1 : a description of what could possibly happen ■ A possible 
scenario would be that we move to the city. * The most likely 
scenario is that he goes back to school in the fall. ■ The best- 
case scenario would be for us to finish the work by tomor¬ 
row. • In the worst-case scenario, we would have to start the 
project all over again. 

2 formal : a written description of a play, movie, opera, etc. 
scene /'si:n/ noun, pi scenes 

1 [count] a : a division of an act in a play during which the 
action takes place in a single place without a break in time • 
The play’s opening scene takes place in the courtyard. ■ Act I, 
Scene 3 b : a part of a play, movie, story, etc., in which a 
particular action or activity occurs ■ a famous love/fight/ 
chase scene • The actor was nervous about his big scene. 

2 [count] : a view or sight that looks like a picture ■ a winter 
scene • scenes [=images] of poverty 

3 [count] : the place of an event or action ■ This is the scene 
[-location] where the movie was filmed. • a crime scene ■ Po¬ 
lice are now at/on the scene. — often + of ■ the scene of the 
crime/attack/accident ■ The scene [setting] of the story is 
New York City in the 1920s. 

4 [count] : an occurrence in which someone becomes angry 
and loud in a noticeable way in a public place — usually sin¬ 
gular ■ There was quite an ugly/angry scene at the restaurant. 

■ The little boy made a scene because his mother wouldn’t 
buy him candy. 

5 [noncount] a : a particular area of activity that involves 
many people ■ The music scene is changing in the city. ■ The 
nightclub scene isn’t for me. = ( informal) Nightclubs are not 
my scene. [=1 do not like to go to nightclubs) ■ He is new to 
the political scene. [=arena] • After years of making movies, 
she suddenly vanished from the scene, b : someone’s usual 
area of activity or surroundings : the place where someone 
lives, works, etc. — used in the phrase change of scene ■ I’m 
sick of the cold weather. I need a change of scene. [=1 need to 
go somewhere else] 

6 [count] : something that happens : an event or occurrence 

■ The book describes scenes [-episodes] from his childhood. 

— often + of ■ scenes of violence ■ a scene of celebration 
behind the scenes : in or into a private or secret place 

where things are done without being seen or known by the 
public ■ The workers behind the scenes have made the 
event a success. • They made the deal behind the scenes. • 
We were taken behind the scenes to see the making of the 
movie. — see also behind-the-scenes 
enter the scene see enter 

on the scene — used to say that someone or something is 
or has become an important part of a situation, activity, 
etc. ■ She was lonely for a while, but now there’s a new 
boyfriend on the scene. [=she has a new boyfriend] ■ a pop¬ 
ular singer who first burst on the scene last year ■ Our lives 
have changed a lot since computers have come/appeared 
on the scene. — see also scene 3 (above) 
set the scene 1 : to give someone information that is 
needed to understand something ■ Before I tell the story, 
let me set the scene (for you). 2 : to create the conditions 
in which something can happen ■ His comments set the 
scene for an argument. 

SCen-ery /'siinari/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the walls, furniture, trees, etc., that are used on a stage 
during a play or other performance to show where the ac¬ 
tion is taking place ■ She designed the scenery for the play. ■ 
The scenery showed a forest/bedroom. 

2 : a view of natural features (such as mountains, hills, val¬ 
leys, etc.) that is pleasing to look at ■ beautiful mountain 
scenery • We went for a drive to enjoy the scenery. 

3 : the things that can be seen where a person lives, works, 
etc. — used in the phrase change of scenery • He was look¬ 
ing for a new job because he felt he needed a change of scen¬ 
ery. [=he needed to be in a different place] ■ We decided to go 
to a new restaurant for a change of scenery. 
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SCe-nic /'sirmk/ adj [more most ~]: having, providing, or 
relating to a pleasing or beautiful view of natural scenery 
(such as mountains, hills, valleys, etc.) ■ the scenic beauty of 
the countryside ■ Our hotel had a scenic view of the lake. ■ a 
scenic route/drive ■ The country around here is very scenic. 

1 scent /'sent/ noun, pi scents 

1 [count] a : a pleasant smell that is produced by something 
■ The flower has a wonderful scent. ■ the scent of flowers/per¬ 
fume b : a smell that is left by an animal or person and that 
can be sensed and followed by some animals (such as dogs) ■ 
The dogs followed the fox’s scent. ■ The prisoner escaped be¬ 
cause the dogs lost his scent. — often used figuratively ■ The 
reporter was on the scent of a big story. [=was following/in¬ 
vestigating a big story] • Scientists are on the scent of a cure. 
[=are looking for and are close to finding a cure] ■ He was be¬ 
ing investigated by federal officials but he somehow man¬ 
aged to put them off the/his scent 

2 [singular] a : a slight indication of something that is going 
to happen or that might happen ■ There was a scent [=hint] of 
trouble in the air. [^trouble was developing] b : a quality 
that suggests or shows the existence of something ■ Her story 
has a/the scent of truth. [=her story seems to be true] 

3 [count, noncount]: a liquid that is put on your body to give 
it a pleasant odor : perfume ■ a bottle of scent 

2 scent verb scents; scent»ed; scentdng [+ obj] 

1 : to become aware of (something) by smell ■ The dog scent¬ 
ed a rabbit. — often used figuratively ■ We scented [^sensed, 
detected] trouble and left. ■ The reporter scented a big story. 

2 : to give (something) a pleasing smell ■ Roses scented [=per- 
jumed] the air. ■ She scented her handkerchief. ■ She scented 
the air with perfume. — often used as (be) scented ■ The 
room was scented by the flowers. ■ The air was scented with/ 
by her perfume. 

scent*ed /'sentad/ adj : having a pleasing smell ■ sweetly 
scented flowers/oils ■ The soap is scented. ■ a pine-scented 
candle 

SCep*ter ( US) or Brit scep*tre /'septa*/ noun, pi -ters 
[count] : a long decorated stick that is carried by a king or 
queen 

sceptic, sceptical, scepticism chiefly Brit spellings of 

SKEPTIC, SKEPTICAL, SKEPTICISM 

scha-den«freu«de /\fa:dn,froid3/ noun [noncount] formal 
: a feeling of enjoyment that comes from seeing or hearing 
about the troubles of other people 

1 schedule /'ske.chu:!. Brit \fe,dju:l/ noun, pi -ules 

1 : a plan of things that will be done and the times when they 
will be done [count] I have a hectic/busy/full schedule this 
week. ■ Students are planning their class/course schedules for 
next year. ■ I have a flexible schedule [=1 can change the 
times when I need to do things], so I can meet you at any 
time. ■ Sorting the mail is part of her daily schedule. ■ We 
have a tight schedule to get this project done. [=we have a 
small amount of time to finish the project] [noncount] The 
bus arrived on schedule. [=on time ; arrived at the time it was 
expected] ■ So far, everything is on schedule. [=everything is 
happening at the time that was planned] ■ The builders were 
ehead of schedule. [=the builders were completing work ear¬ 
lier than planned] ■ If we get too far behind/off schedule [=if 
we do things later than planned] we will not be able to catch 
up later. ■ The project is going according to schedule- 
[=things are happening as planned] 

2 [count] a : a written or printed list of things and the times 
when they will be done ■ I lost my class/course schedule, b 
US *. a list of the times when buses, trains, airplanes, etc., 
leave or arrive ■ a bus/train/airplane/flight schedule [-(Brit) 
timetable] c : a list of the television or radio programs that 
are on a particular channel and the times that they begin ■ a 
programming schedule d : a list of prices or rates “ the doc¬ 
tor’s fee schedule ■ a tax schedule 

2 schedule verb -ules; -uled; -ul*ing [+ obj] : to plan (some¬ 
thing) at a certain time ■ We scheduled a meeting for next 
week. ■ I need to schedule a doctor’s appointment. — often 
used as (be) scheduled ■ The release of the movie/album is 
scheduled for next month. ■ The bus arrived earlier than (it 
was) scheduled. ■ I am scheduled to arrive at noon. ■ The test 
is scheduled to begin in one hour. ■ The train will be leaving 
as scheduled. [=on time ; will be leaving at the planned time] 
— scheduled adj ■ a list of the scheduled events ■ The 
plane’s scheduled arrival/departure is midnight. 

sche-mat-ic /ski'maetik/ adj, technical : showing the main 
parts of something usually in the form of a simple drawing 


or diagram ■ a schematic diagram/representation of their 
business model 

1 scheme /'ski:m/ noun, pi schemes [count] 

1 : a clever and often dishonest plan to do or get something ■ 
a scheme [=plot] to seize control of the government ■ a 
scheme to cheat people out of their money — see also pyra¬ 
mid scheme 

2 chiefly Brit : an official plan or program of action ■ The 
company has a new scheme for insurance coverage. ■ a 
scheme to improve the economy • a training/pension/mar¬ 
keting scheme 

3 : the way that something is arranged or organized ■ the col¬ 
or/decorative scheme of a room ■ a poem’s rhyme scheme 
the scheme of things ; the general way that things are or¬ 
ganized and relate to each other ■ Everyone has their role 
to play in the (overall) scheme of things. ■ Our problems 
aren’t really that important in the grand scheme of things. 
[=aren’t really that important when you think about the 
larger situation] 

2 scheme verb schemes; schemed; scheming [no obj] 
: to make plans to do or get something in a secret and often 
dishonest way ■ He felt that the other men were scheming 
against him. ■ He was betrayed by a scheming friend. — of¬ 
ten followed by to + verb ■ She schemed [-plotted] to take con¬ 
trol of the company from her brother. 

— schem»er noun, pi -ers [count] 

SCher*ZO /'ske0*tsou/ noun, pi -ZOS [count] formal : a lively, 
humorous piece of music that is played quickly 
schism Aizam, 'skizsm/ noun, pi schisms/orma/ : a divi¬ 
sion among the members of a group that occurs because 
they disagree on something [count] a schism between lead¬ 
ing members of the party ■ The controversy created a schism 
[-rift] in the group, [noncount] The church was divided by 
schism. 

— schls*mat*ic /,siz'm£etik, ,skiz'm£etik/ adj ■ schismatic 
groups 

schist /\fist/ noun [noncount] technical : a type of rock that 
can be broken into thin, flat pieces 
schlz-oid /'skit,soid/ adj 

1 technical : relating to or having schizophrenia ■ schizoid 
symptoms/patients 

2 : changing frequently between opposite states ■ With his 
schizoid nature, you never know whether he will disagree or 
agree with you. ■ The biography shows how schizoid 
[changeable, varied] his career has been. 

SCh'lZO«phre«nia /,skits3'fri:nij3/ noun [noncount] techni¬ 
cal : a very serious mental illness in which someone cannot 
think or behave normally and often experiences delusions 
1 SChiZO.phren.iC /.skitsa'frenik/ adj 

1 technical : relating to or having schizophrenia ■ schizo¬ 
phrenic symptoms/patients ■ She has been diagnosed as 
schizophrenic. 

2 : changing frequently between opposite states ■ He criti¬ 
cized the government’s schizophrenic foreign policy. 

Schizophrenic noun, pi -ics [count] : a person who has 
schizophrenia 

schlep or schlepp /'Jlep/ verb schleps or schlepps; 
schlepped; schlep*ping [+ obj] US, informal : to carry or 
pull (something) with difficulty : to drag or haul (something) 
■ We schlepped our luggage through the airport, 
schlock /'j'la’.k/ noun [noncount] US, informal + usually dis¬ 
approving : things that are of low quality or value ■ a film di¬ 
rector who’s known as a master of schlock 

— schlock adj ■ schlock horror movies — schlocky 
/'/la:ki/ adj schlock-i-er; -est [also more most ~] ■ a 
movie with schlocky special effects 

schmaltz also schmalz /'Jmcr.lts/ noun [noncount] infor¬ 
mal + disapproving : music, art, etc., that is very sad or ro¬ 
mantic in usually a foolish or exaggerated way ■ The movie 
has too much schmaltz for me. ■ orchestral schmaltz 

— schmaltzy /'/mailtsi/ adj schmaltz-l-er; -est [also 
more most ~] ■ a schmaltzy love story ■ The music is 
very schmaltzy. 

schmo or schmoe /\fmou/ noun, pi schmoes [count] US 
slang : an ordinary person who is not interesting or unusual 
in any way ■ TTiey treated us like a bunch of schmoes. ■ I’m 
just an ordinary schmo trying to make a living, 
schmooze or shmooze /'Jrnuiz/ verb schmooz*es or 
shmooz*es; schmoozed or shmoozed; schmooz-ing 
or shmooz-ing informal : to talk with someone in a friend¬ 
ly way often in order to get some advantage for yourself [no 
obj] People will have time to schmooze during the cocktail 
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hour. — often + with ■ She schmoozed with the reporters/ 
boss. [+ obj] He schmoozed his teachers. 

— schmooz-er / , J‘mu:za/ noun.pl -ers [count] 
schmuck /'Jm/vk/ noun, pi schmucks [count] US slang : a 

stupid or foolish person : jerk • I can’t believe what a 
schmuck that guy is. 

schnapps /'Jnseps/ noun, pi schnapps [count, noncount] 
: a type of strong liquor 
scholar / l ska:l?/ noun, pi -ars [count] 

1 : a person who has studied a subject for a long time and 
knows a lot about it : an intelligent and well-educated per¬ 
son who knows a particular subject very well ■ a biblical/ 
classical/literary/Shakespearean scholar ■ She’s a renowned 
scholar of African-American history. 

2 : someone who has been given a scholarship ■ a Rhodes 
scholar 

SChol-ar-ly /'skailedi/ adj 

1 : concerned with or relating to formal study or research ■ 
His writings have been recently given scholarly attention. ■ 
She has a scholarly interest in music. ■ a scholarly study of 
words and their origins ■ scholarly joumals/work/writings 

2 [more most ~]: having the characteristics of a scholar • 
a very serious and scholarly young man [=a young man who 
studies serious subjects and who is learning or has learned a 
lot about those subjects] 

scholarship /'skadavfip/ noun, pi -ships 

1 [count] : an amount of money that is given by a school, an 
organization, etc., to a student to help pay for the student’s 
education ■ She got/received/won a scholarship to Yale Uni¬ 
versity. ■ The organization is offering five $5,000 scholar¬ 
ships. ■ He is going to college on a football scholarship. [=a 
scholarship offered for his ability to play football] ■ She is at¬ 
tending college on a full scholarship. [=a scholarship that 
pays fully for a student’s tuition] 

2 [noncount] : serious formal study or research of a subject ■ 
The essay is a work of serious scholarship. • standards of aca¬ 
demic scholarship ■ The book is about his life and scholar¬ 
ship. ■ biblical/literary scholarship 

Scholarship level noun, pi ~~ levels [count] Brit : s lev¬ 
el 

SCho-laS-tic /ska'laestik J adj, always used before a noun : of 
or relating to education ■ scholastic achievement/aptitude 
1 school /'sku:l/ noun, pi schools 

1 a : a place where children go to learn [count] He is going 
to a different school this year. ■ The town is building a new 
school, [noncount] Where do you go to school 7 ■ He learned 
to play the flute at/in school. ■ Their daughter will start at¬ 
tending school next year. ■ He left/quit school [=he stopped 
going to school] when he was 16. — often used before anoth¬ 
er noun ■ the school building/newspaper ■ school lunches/ 
functions/plays/friends ■ The town has an excellent school 
system. [=the schools in the town are excellent] b US : a 
college or university [count] He is transferring to a different 
school next semester, [noncount] He goes to school in New 
York. • He is attending law/business/medical school. ■ She is 
away at school. C [count] : a division within a university or 
college for study and research in a particular area of knowl¬ 
edge — usually singular ■ She is a student at the law/busi¬ 
ness/medical school. — often + of ■ the school of art/engi- 
neering d [count] : a place where people go to learn a 
particular skill ■ acting/driving/language schools 

2 [noncount] a : the activity or process of learning or teach¬ 
ing in a school ■ School is hard for her. ■ Their daughter will 
start school next year. ■ ( US) Where do you teach school ? ■ 
(US) My parents won’t let me get a job while I’m in school. = 
(Brit) My parents won’t let me get a job while I’m at school. 
[=while I am a student in a school] ■ Stay in school and get 
your diploma. ■ He never did well in school, b : the period 
of time during which students are in school ■ I missed school 
yesterday. ■ He was late for school. [=he was not at the school 
on time] ■ Let’s meet after school. • School starts at 8:00 a.m. 

— often used before another noun ■ the school day/year 

3 [count]: the students or students and teachers of a school ■ 
The whole school was at the assembly. ■ Five schools donated 
money to the homeless shelter. 

4 [count] : a group of people who share the same opinions, 
beliefs, or methods ■ artists from the Impressionist/Roman¬ 
tic school — often + of ■ the German school of philosophers/ 
philosophy ■ a new school of painters/painting ■ The two au¬ 
thors come from different schools of writing. • There are two 
main schools of thought [=ways of thinking] on that topic. 

— compare 3 school 


2 school verb schools; schooled; schooling [+ obj] 
somewhat old-fashioned : to teach or train (someone or 
something) to do something ■ They schooled their children at 
home. — often + in ■ She schooled herself in patience. — of¬ 
ten used as (be) schooled ■ He is schooled in five different lan¬ 
guages. ■ The horse is well schooled, [-trained] 

3 SChool noun, pi schools [count] : a large group of fish or 
other ocean animals that are swimming together ■ Fish swim 
in schools. — often + of • a school of fish/dolphins 

— compare ‘school 

School age noun [noncount] : the age when a child is al¬ 
lowed to go to a school ■ children of school age 

— school-age adj, always used before a noun ■ school-age 
children 

schoobbag /'sku:l,b2eg/ noun, pi -bags [count] : a bag for 
carrying schoolbooks and school supplies 
school board noun, pi boards [count] US : a group of 
people who are in charge of local schools — called also (US) 
school committee 

SChOOhbOOk/'skmhbuk/nou/z,/?/ -books [count] : a book 
that is used in schools : textbook 
SChoohboy /'sku:l,boi/ noun.pl -boys [count] : a boy who 
goes to a school 

— schoolboy adj, always used before a noun ■ schoolboy 
[-childish, childlike] pranks/humor 

School bus noun, pi — buses [count] : a bus for carrying 
children to and from a school 

school-child /'sku:l,tfaj3ld/ noun.pl -children [count] : a 
child who goes to a school 

School district noun, pi — -tricts [count] US : an area or 
region containing the schools that a school board is in 
charge of 

SChool-girl /*sku:\ t g9\/ noun, pi -girls [count] : a girl who 
goes to a school 

school-house /'sku:l,haus/ noun, pi -houses [count] : a 
building that is used as a school 
schooling noun [noncount] : teaching that is done in a 
school : education ■ public schooling ■ He has had little 
schooling. 

SChool-kid /'sku:l,kid/ noun, pi -kids [count] informal : a 
child or teenager who goes to a school 
School—leav-er /'skmUiiva-/ noun, pi -ers [count] Brit 
: someone who has left school usually after completing a 
course of study instead of continuing on to a college or uni¬ 
versity ■ School-leavers are having trouble finding jobs, 
school-marm /'skuihma^m/ also schoobma’am 
/'skui^masm/ noun, pi -marms or -ma’ams [count] US, 
old-fashioned : a woman who teaches in a school in a small 
town or in the country ■ a New England schoolmarm 
SChool-maS-ter /'sku^maesta 1 , Brit 'sku:l,ma:st3/ noun, pi 
-ters [count] old-fashioned : a man who teaches in a school 
school-mate /'sku:l,meit/ noun, pi -mates [count] : some¬ 
one who goes to or went to the same school as you ■ my old 
schoolmates 

SChOObmiS-treSS /'sku:l,mistr3s/ noun, pi -tress [count] 
old-fashioned : a woman who teaches in a school 
School-room /'sku:l,ru:m/ noun, pi -rooms [count] : a 
room where classes meet in a school: classroom 
SChoobteach-er /'skuiLtiitfa 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

: someone who teaches in a school 
School-Work /'skuihwak/ noun [noncount] : work that is 
done in classes in a school or given to students to be done at 
home — compare homework 
school-yard /'skuihjaad/ noun, pi -yards [count] : the 
area next to or surrounding a school where children play 
SChoo-ner /'skuina 1 / noun.pl -ners [count] 

1 : a ship that has usually two masts with the larger mast lo¬ 
cated toward the center and the shorter mast toward the 
front 

2 : a large, tall glass • (US) a schooner of beer/ale ■ (Brit) a 
schooner of sherry 

SChtick variant spelling of shtick 

SChwa /'Jwa:/ noun, pi schwas [count] technical 

1 : a vowel that has the sound of the first and last vowels of 
the English word America 

2 : the symbol a that is used for the schwa sound 
SCi-at-iC /sai'astik/ adj, medical : relating to or near the hip ■ 

sciatic pains 

SCi-at-i-ca /sai'aetika/ noun [noncount] medical: pain in the 
lower back, hip, and especially the back of the thigh that is 
caused by pressure on the sciatic nerve 
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sciatic nerve noun, pi ~ nerves [count] medical : a nerve 
that goes from the lower back down the back of the leg 
science /'sajsns/ noun, pi -enc*es 

1 [ noncount ] : knowledge about or study of the natural 
world based on facts learned through experiments and ob¬ 
servation ■ modem science ■ the laws of science ■ The pro¬ 
gram encourages students to pursue a career in science. ■ a 
list of terms commonly used in science ■ a new branch/field 
of science ■ advances in science and technology — often 
used before another noun ■ science teachers/students/classes 

■ Each student is required to complete two science projects. 

2 [count] : a particular area of scientific study (such as biolo¬ 
gy, physics, or chemistry) : a particular branch of science ■ 
Students are required to take two sciences. ■ students major¬ 
ing in a science — see also computer science, life sci¬ 
ence, NATURAL SCIENCE, PHYSICAL SCIENCE, ROCKET 
SCIENCE 

3 [count] : a subject that is formally studied in a college, uni¬ 
versity, etc. ■ the science of linguistics — see also political 
SCIENCE, SOCIAL SCIENCE 

4 [singular] : an activity that is done by using methods that 
are known to produce particular results • Proper pitching is 
a science. ■ Cooking is both a science and an art. ■ He travels 
so much that he has packing his clothes down to a science. 
[=he can pack his clothes very quickly and efficiently be¬ 
cause he does it so oftenl 

science fair noun, pi ~ fairs [count] : an event at which 
science projects created by students are shown and often 
judged for prizes ■ She won first place at the science fair. 
Science fiction noun [noncount] : stories about how peo¬ 
ple and societies are affected by imaginary scientific devel¬ 
opments in the future ■ Time travel exists only in the realm 
of science fiction. • a. science-fiction movie/writer 
science park noun, pi ~ parks [count] chiefly Brit : re¬ 
search park 

SCi«en«tif*iC Asajan'tifik/ adj 

1 : of or relating to science ■ scientific techniques/knowl¬ 
edge/research ■ the scientific community 

2 [more most ] : done in an organized way that agrees 
with the methods and principles of science ■ scientific think¬ 
ing/reasoning ■ a scientific approach — opposite unscien¬ 
tific 

— sci»en-tif’i*caMy Asajan'tifikli/ adv 
scientific method noun 

the scientific method technical : the process that is used by 
scientists for testing ideas and theories by using experi¬ 
ments and careful observation 

SCi*en«tist /'sajantist/ noun, pi -tists [count] : a person who 
is trained in a science and whose job involves doing scientific 
research or solving scientific problems ■ a soil/marine/com¬ 
puter scientist 

SCi— f i /'sai'fai/ noun [noncount] informal : science fiction 

■ She enjoys watching sci-fi. 

— sci—fi adj ■ a sci-fi novel/story/movie 

SCim-i-tar /'simita/ noun, pi -tars [count] : a sword with a 
curved blade that was used in the past especially in the Mid¬ 
dle East and western Asia 

SCin*tiMa /sin'tita/ noun [singular] : a very small amount of 
something — usually used in negative statements ■ There’s 
not even a scintilla of evidence to support his story. 
SCirMil-lating /'sintajeitii]/ adi [more most ~] : very 
clever, amusing, and interesting ■ a scintillating lecture/dis¬ 
cussion 

SCi'On /'sajan/ noun, pi -ons [count] 

1 formal : a person who was bom into a rich, famous, or im¬ 
portant family ■ He’s a scion of a powerful family. 

2 botany : a piece of a plant that is attached to part of anoth¬ 
er plant 

SCis«SOrs fisxmj noun [plu- 
ral ]: a tool used for cutting pa¬ 
per, cloth, etc.,,that has two 
blades joined together in the 
middle so that the sharp edges 
slide against each other ■ He 
handed her the scissors. - He 
handed her a pair of scissors. 

SCle*rO*SiS /skb'rousas/ noun 
[noncount] medical : a disease 
in which soft parts inside the 
body (such as arteries or mus¬ 
cles) become hard — see also 
MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS 


— scle*rot*ic /skta'rartik/ adj ■ sclerotic patients/tissue 

1 scoff /'ska:f/ verb scoffs; scoffed; scoffing : to laugh at 
and talk about someone or something in a way that shows 
disapproval and a lack of respect [no obj] He scoffed when 
she told him that she planned to become an actress. ■ He 
scoffed at the idea/notion/suggestion of her becoming an ac¬ 
tress. [->- obj] “You! An actress?!” he scoffed. “You have no 
more talent than I do!” — compare z scoff 
2 SCOff verb scoffs; scoffed; scoffing [+ obj] chiefly Brit, in¬ 
formal : to eat (something) quickly ■ She scoffed [=(C/S) 
scarfed] her breakfast. — compare ‘scoff 
1 scold /'skould/ verb scolds; scold>ed; scolding [+ obj] 
: to speak in an angry or critical way to (someone who has 
done something wrong) ■ He scolded [-reprimanded] the chil¬ 
dren for making a mess. ■ The article scolds [=(more formal¬ 
ly) berates, upbraids] the United Nations for not doing 
enough about the situation. • “You should never have done 
that,” she scolded. 

— scolding noun, pi -ings [count] — usually singular ■ 
The children got a scolding for making a mess, [non¬ 
count] Scolding was not necessary. 

2 SCOld noun, pi scolds [count]: a person who often criticizes 
other people in an angiy way : someone who scolds other 
people too often ■ He can be a bit of a scold sometimes, 
sconce /*ska:ns / noun, pi sconc»es [count] : an object that 
is attached to a wall and that holds a candle or an electric 
light — see picture at lighting 
SCOne /'skoun, *ska;n/ noun, pi scones [count] : a small, of¬ 
ten sweet bread that sometimes has pieces of dried fruit in it 

— see picture at BAKING 

1 SCOOp /'skuip/ noun, pi scoops 

1 [count] a : a kitchen tool like a spoon that has a usually 
thick handle and a deep bowl for taking something from a 
container ■ an ice-cream scoop ■ a flour scoop b : something 
that is shaped like a bowl or bucket and used to pick up and 
move things ■ a backhoe with a large scoop ■ the scoop of a 
shovel [=the part of a shovel that is like a bowll c : the 
amount of something that is held in a scoop ■ a scoop 
[=scoopful] of ice cream 

2 [count] : a news story that is reported before other news re¬ 
porters know about it ■ The story turned out to be the polit¬ 
ical scoop of the year. 

3 the scoop US, informal : information about something 
that is currently important or happening or that is interest¬ 
ing to many people ■ Did you talk to him? What’s the scoop ? 
[=what did he say?; what is happening?] ■ She always knows 
the scoop. ■ Here’s the scoop on how to clean leather. ■ I was 
with them when it happened, so I’ve got the inside scoop. 
[information known only by a particular group of people] 

4 [count] : the act of picking up something with a quick, 
continuous motion : the act of scooping something ■ With 
one scoop, he gathered up all the clothes on the floor. 

— scoop*ful /'sku:p,ful/ noun, pi -fills [count] ■ a scoopful 
[=scoop] of ice cream ■ scoopfuls of dirt 

2 SCOOp verb scoops; scooped; scoop-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to pick up and move (something) with a scoop, a 
spoon, etc. ■ She has a job scooping ice cream. • He scooped 
flour into the bowl. ■ A backhoe was scooping dirt from the 
hole. ■ The children scooped handfuls of marbles from the 
pile. — often + out ■ Cut the melon in half and scoop the 
seeds out. ■ He scooped out the leaves from the pool with the 
net. b : to pick up (something or someone) in one quick, 
continuous motion ■ He scooped the dice off the table and 
rolled again. — often + up ■ She quickly scooped up her 
child. ■ The shortstop scooped the ball up and threw it to first 
base. 

2 : to make (a hole, hollow, etc.) by using a scoop, spoon, 
etc. ■ Scoop a hole in the dough for the filling. — often + out 
■ The mother turtle scoops [=digs] out a hollow in the sand 
and lays her eggs in it. ■ a lake that was scooped out by gla¬ 
ciers long ago 

3 : to report a news story before (any other newspaper, news 
program, etc.) ■ The city’s biggest newspaper got scooped by 
a weekly paper that released the story a full day before. 

4 Brit, informal : to win (something, such as a large prize or 
reward) • He managed to scoop first place. 

scoop up [phrasal verb] scoop up (something) or scoop 
(something) up informal : to take or buy (something) in a 
quick and eager way ■ Customers scooped up [=scarfed up] 
the free samples. — see also 2 SCOOP lb (above) 

— scoop-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ an ice-cream scooper 
SCOOp neck noun, pi ~ necks [count] : a round, low neck- 
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line on a woman’s shirt or dress — called also scoop neckline 
scoot /'sku:t/ verb scoots; scoot-ed; scoot-ing informal 

1 [no obj] : to go or leave suddenly and quickly ■ I’m late, so I 
have to scoot. [=run] ■ She talked to us for a few minutes be¬ 
fore scooting off to some appointment. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition, chiefly US : to 
move (yourself, your chair, etc.) a short distance in a partic¬ 
ular direction [+ obj ] She scooted her chair back a few inch¬ 
es. [no obj] He scooted closer to the table. — often + over ■ 
She scooted over so he could sit down. ■ Can you scoot over a 
little? 

SCOOt-er /'skuita-/ noun, pi -ers 
[count] 

1 : a child's vehicle that is made 
of a narrow board with two small 
wheels attached underneath and 
an upright handle attached on 
top and that is moved by pushing 
with one foot while holding onto 
the handle 

2 : MOTOR SCOOTER 
1 Scope /'skoup/ noun 

1 : the area that is included in or 
dealt with by something [non- 
count] The essay is sweeping/ 
comprehensive in scope. [=the es¬ 
say includes information, ideas, etc., about many topics] ■ 
The law is of limited scope. [=the law applies only to a few 
situations, people, etc.J ■ I was impressed by the size and 
scope of the book. ■ That problem is somewhat beyond the 
scope of this discussion. ■ We want to widen the scope of the 
study, [singular] This study has a wider/broader scope than 
previous studies on the subject have had. 

2 [noncount] : space or opportunity for action, thought, etc. 

■ A bigger budget will allow more scope [=room] for innova¬ 
tion. • The work has been good, but there's still some scope 
for improvement. 

— compare 2 scope 

2 SCOpe noun, pi scopes [count] chiefly US : an instrument 
(such as a telescope or microscope) that is used to look at 
things ■ We looked through the scope at the moon. ■ the scope 
of a rifle — compare ’scope 
3 SCOpe verb scopes; scoped; scop-ing 

scope out [phrasal verb] scope (someone or something) out 
or scope out (someone or something) US, informal : to 
look at (someone or something) especially in order to get 
information * They scoped out [=checked out] the area be¬ 
fore setting up the tent. ■ Players were scoping out the com¬ 
petition. ■ He wants to scope out [= consider, examine] all of 
the possibilities before deciding what to do. 

1 scorch /'skoatf/ verb scorch-es; scorched; scorching 

1 a [+ obj] : to burn the surface of (something) ■ Roast the 
peanuts while being careful not to scorch them. • The hot 
pan scorched the table, b [no obj] : to be burned on the sur¬ 
face ■ The fabric/material scorches at high temperatures. 

2 [+ obj]: to damage (something) by making it extremely dry 

■ The hot sun scorched the grass. ■ The land was scorched by 
drought. 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] Brit, in¬ 
formal : to travel very fast ■ The car went scorching down the 
street. 

— scorched adj ■ Dinner is a bit scorched. [=bumed] • 
scorched grass 

2 SCOrch noun, pi scorches [count] : a damaged area or 
mark that is caused by burning ■ There was a scorch (mark) 
on the tabletop. 

Scorched—earth /'skoatft'aO/ adj — used to describe a 
military policy in which all the houses, crops, factories, etc., 
in an area are destroyed so that an enemy cannot use them ■ 
The retreating army adopted a scorched-earth policy. 
scorctver /■skoatfa/ noun, pi -ers [count] informal : a very 
hot day • Tomorrow is going to be a real scorcher. 
scorching adj : very hot ■ several days of scorching heat ■ a 
scorching summer afternoon 

— scorching adv ■ The day was scorching hot. [=extremely 
hot] 

1 score /*sko&/ noun, pi scores 

i [count] a : the number of points, goals, runs, etc., that 
each player or team has in a game or contest ■ The score was 
tied at 1-1 [=each team had scored one run] after the second 
inning. ■ The score (of the game) at halftime was 21-14. ■ 
What’s the score ? ■ The final score was 4-3. [=the score was 


4-3 at the end of the game] b chiefly US : the number of 
points that someone gets for correct answers on a test, exam, 
etc. ■ students with low/high test scores • Only one person 
had/got a perfect score on the test. [=only one person an¬ 
swered all the questions correctly] 

2 [count] a : a document showing all the notes of a piece of 
music • a musical/orchestral score b : the music that is 
written for a movie or play • The film’s score is by a famous 
composer. 

3 [count] : a mark or cut that is made in a surface with a 
sharp object 

4 pi score [count] formal + literary a : the number 20 ■ She 
has written more than a score of books. [=more than 20 
books] b : a group of 20 people or things ■ three score years 
[=60 years] ■ A score of people were in attendance. — see 
also FOURSCORE. THREESCORE 

5 scores [plural] formal : a large number or amount of peo¬ 
ple or things — usually + of m We have received scores of sug¬ 
gestions. 

by the score : in large numbers or amounts ■ Factories are 
closing by the score. [=a lot of factories are closing] ■ He’s 
had girlfriends by the score. [=he has had lots of girlfriends] 
even the score 1 : to get enough points, goals, runs, etc., 
to have the same score as your opponent : to tie the score 
in a game ■ They evened the score at 5-5. • We evened the 
score in the second quarter. 2 : to harm or punish some¬ 
one who has harmed you • She felt they had mistreated 
her, and she was determined to even the score, 
keep score : to officially record the number of points, 
goals, runs, etc., that each player or team gets in a game or 
contest ■ We’ll just play for fun. We won’t even keep score. ■ 
Who’s keeping score ? — sometimes used figuratively • If 
you’re keeping score at home, this is the third time that he 
has run for mayor and lost. 

know the score informal: to have a good understanding of 
a situation ■ Now that she knows the score , she won’t make 
the same mistake again. 

on thatfthis score : with regard to the thing that is being 
discussed ■ The work will be done on time. You have noth¬ 
ing to worry about on that score, 
settle a/the score : to harm or punish someone who has 
harmed you ■ The movie is about a woman who seeks out 
an old enemy to settle a score. • He says he has a few (old) 
scores to settle. ■ She wants to settle the score with her ex- 
husband. 

2 SCore verb scores; scored; scoring 

1 a : to get points, goals, runs, etc., in a game or contest [no 
obj] She scored twice in the game. [+ obj] He scored a run/ 
goal/touchdown, b [+ obj] : to be worth (a particular num¬ 
ber of points) in a game or contest ■ Each correct answer 
scores two points. ■ In American football, a touchdown 
scores six points. 

2 : to officially record the number of points, goals, runs, etc., 
that each player or team gets in a game or contest [no obj] 
Who’s going to score ? [-keep score] [+ obj] Who’s going to 
score the game? 

3 : to give (someone or something) a grade or a particular 
number of points based on the number of correct answers 
on a test, the quality of a performance, etc. [+ obj ] Judges 
will score the performances based on their artistic and tech¬ 
nical features, [no obj] Which judges are scoring tonight? 

4 [+ obj] : to write the music for (a movie, play, etc.) • The 
movie was scored by a famous composer. 

5 [+ obj] : to mark or cut the surface of (something) with a 
sharp object ■ He used a sharp blade to score the glass. 

6 [+ obj] : to achieve or earn (something) ■ He scored a big 
success/hit in his first movie. 

7 [no obj] : to have success ■ He has scored again with his lat¬ 
est thriller. 

8 a slang : to buy or get (illegal drugs) [+ obj] He couldn’t 
score any drugs, [no obj] Druggies come downtown looking 
to score, b [+ obj US, informal : to get (something) ■ I man¬ 
aged to score a couple of tickets to the game. 

9 [no obj] slang : to have sex with someone and especially 
with someone you do not know well ■ Did you score (with 
her) last night? 

score off [phrasal verb] score off (someone) Brit, informal 
: to say or do something in order to get an advantage over 
(someone) • They're always trying to score off each other, 
score-board / , skozr,boa«d/ noun, pi -boards [count] : a 
large board on which the score of a game or contest is shown 
score-card /'skoa^kaad/ noun, pi -cards [count] 

1 : a card on which the score of a game or contest is record- 
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ed ■ a golfer’s scorecard ■ I always like to keep a scorecard 
when I watch a baseball game. 

2 US : a report that gives information about the status, con¬ 
dition, or success of someone or something ■ The candidate 
rates highly on the magazine’s legislative scorecard. 
score-keep-er /'skoa^kiipa-/ noun, pi -ers [count] chiefly 
US : a person who records the official score in a game or 
contest 

score-less /'skoals/ adi 

1 — used to describe a game in which no points, goals, runs, 
etc., have been scored ■ The game was scoreless after three 
innings. ■ a scoreless game 

2 — used to describe a player or team that has not scored ■ 
He has been held scoreless in the past three games. 

SCOre-line /'sko&,lain/ noun, pi -lines [count] Brit : the 
score and especially the final score of a game or contest 
SCOr-er /'skora 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who scores points, goals, runs, etc., in a game or 
contest ■ He’s the team’s leading/high/top scorer. 

2 : SCOREKEEPER 

SCOre-sheet /'skoa^Jiit/ noun, pi -sheets [count] : a piece 
of paper on which the score of a game or contest is recorded 
■ an official scoresheet 
1 SCOrn /'skozrn/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a feeling that someone or something is not worthy of any 
respect or approval ■ I have nothing but scorn [= contempt] 
for people who are cruel to animals. ■ They treated his sug¬ 
gestion with scorn. ■ an expression full of scorn 

2 : harsh criticism that shows a lack of respect or approval 
for someone or something ■ Her political rivals have poured/ 
heaped scorn on her ideas for improving the tax system. 

2 scorn verb scorns; scorned; scorn-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to show that you think (someone or something) is not 
worthy of respect or approval : to feel or express scorn for 
(someone or something) ■ He scorns anyone who earns less 
money than he does. ■ Her actions were scorned by many 
people. ■ They were scorned as fanatics. 

2 formal : to refuse or reject (someone or something that 
you do not think is worthy of respect or approval) ■ She 
scorned his invitation. — sometimes followed by to + verb ■ 
He scorned to reply to their accusations. 

SCOrn-ful /'skoa-nfal/ adj [more most —] : feeling or 
showing scorn ■ a scornful look/expression/laugh ■ He’s 
scornful of anyone who disagrees with his political beliefs. 

— scorn-ful-ly adv ■ She stared at him scornfully. 

Scor-pio /'skoapiiou/ noun, pi -pios 

1 [noncount] : the eighth sign of the zodiac that comes be¬ 
tween Libra and Sagittarius and that has a scorpion as its 
symbol — see picture at ZODIAC 

2 [count] : a person bom under the sign of Scorpio : a person 
bom between October 24 and November 21 ■ I’m a Virgo, 
and my sister is a Scorpio. 

SCOr-pi-On /'skoapijan/ noun, pi -ons [count] : a small ani¬ 
mal related to spiders that has two front claws and a curved 
tail with a poisonous stinger at the end — see color picture 
on page CIO 

Scot /'skait/ noun, pi Scots [count] : a person bom, raised, 
or living in Scotland 

scotch /'skaitf/ verb scotch-es; scotched; scotch-ing 

[+ obj] : to stop (something) from continuing by doing or 
saying something ■ The administration did everything possi¬ 
ble to scotch [=squelch] the rumors. 

1 Scotch or scotch /'skaitf/ noun, pi Scotch-es or scotch¬ 
es : a kind of whiskey that is made in Scotland [noncount] a 
bottle of Scotch [count] I’ll have another Scotch [=a glass of 
Scotch], please. 

2 Scotch adj, old-fashioned : of or relating to Scotland or its 
people : Scottish 

3 Scotch trademark — used for a type of adhesive tape 
SCOt—free /'ska.t'fri:/ adj, informal : without the punish¬ 
ment that is deserved ■ It’s not fair. I was punished and they 
got off scot-free. [=they were not punished at all] 
Scot-land Yard /,ska:tl3nd'jaad/ noun [noncount] : the de¬ 
tective department of the London police ■ The case is being 
investigated by Scotland Yard. 

1 Scots /'skaits/ adj : of or relating to Scotland or its people 
: Scottish • a Scots accent ■ Scots law 
2 ScotS noun [noncount] : the English language of Scotland 
ScotS-man /'skaitsman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] : a 
man bom, raised, or living in Scotland 
Scots-wom-an /*skaits,wum3n/ noun, pi -wom-en 


/-,wiman/ [count] : a woman bom, raised, or living in Scot¬ 
land 

Scot-tish /'skaitij - / adj : of or relating to Scotland or its 
people • He spoke with a Scottish accent. ■ the Scottish coun¬ 
tryside ■ Robert Bums was a great Scottish poet, 
scoun-drel /'skaundral/ noun, pi -drels [count] old- 
fashioned : a person (especially a man) who is cruel or dis¬ 
honest ■ He’s a rotten scoundrel. 

1 scour /'skawa-/ verb scours; scoured; scour-lng [+ obj] 
: to search (something) carefully and thoroughly ■ We 
scoured the woods for the missing child. ■ I scoured the book 
for information. — compare 2 scour 
2 scour verb scours; scoured; scouring [+ obj] 

1 : to clean (something) by rubbing it hard with a rough ob¬ 
ject • He scoured the pan with steel wool. ■ She scoured spots 
from the stove. 

2 : to cause parts of (something) to be carried away by the 
movement of water, ice, etc. ■ Spring rains scoured the hill¬ 
side. • The river’s banks had been scoured [=eroded] by 
floodwaters. 

- compare 'scour 

— scouring adj, always used before a noun ■ a scouring pad/ 
cleanser [=a pad/cleanser that is used to scour something] 

SCOUr-er /'skawara-/ noun, pi -ers [count] Brit : a small, 
rough object that is used to clean dishes, pans, etc. 

1 scourge /'sk»<fe/ noun, pi scourg-es [count] 

1 formal + literary : someone or something that causes a 
great amount of trouble or suffering • a city ravaged by the 
scourge of unemployment/poverty ■ The disease continues to 
be a scourge in the developing world. ■ Spelling is the scourge 
of learners of English. [=spelling is very difficult for people 
who are learning English] 

2 : a whip that was used to punish people in the past 

2 scourge verb scourges; scourged; scourg-ing [+ obj] 
formal + literary 

1 : to cause a lot of trouble or suffering for (someone or 
something) • a neighborhood scourged by crime 

2 : to hit (someone) with a whip as punishment ■ The prison¬ 
er was scourged with a whip. 

1 SCOUt /'skaut/ noun, pi scouts [count] 

1 or Scout a : boy scout b : girl scout 

2 : a soldier, airplane, etc., that is sent to get information 
about the size, location, equipment, etc., of an enemy 

3 : a person whose job is to search for talented performers, 
athletes, etc. ■ a baseball scout — see also talent scout 
good scout US, informal + somewhat old-fashioned : a per¬ 
son who is friendly, kind, helpful, etc. ■ He’s a good scout, 
[-good egg] 

2 scout verb scouts; scout-ed; scout-ing 

1 a always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
search an area or place for something or someone ■ Two 
small ships were sent to scout for information about the ene¬ 
my. ■ My brother set up the tent while I scouted (around) for 
firewood. ■ We scouted around the store to see if anyone was 
available to help us. b [+ obj] : to explore (an area) in order 
to find information about it ■ Several soldiers were sent 
ahead to scout the area. ■ She scouted out the town to see if 
she’d like to live there. 

2 : to watch or look at (someone or something) in order to 
decide if that person or thing is suited for a particular job or 
purpose [+ obj] He’s a talented pitcher who is being scouted 
by several major-league teams. ■ She scouts young musicians 
for one of the country’s top orchestras. ■ The site is being 
scouted as a possible location for the factory, [no obj] She 
scouts for one of the country’s top orchestras. 

SCOUt-ing or Scouting /'skautirj/ noun [noncount] : the ac¬ 
tivities of Boy Scout and Girl Scout groups 
SCOUt-mas-ter Akauhnigestas Brit 'skaut,maista/ noun, pi 
-ters [count] : the leader of a group of Boy Scouts 
1 SCOWl /'skawal/ verb scowls; scowled; scowl-lng [no 
obj] : to look at someone or something in a way that shows 
anger or disapproval • The teacher scowled [= glowered] at me 
when I walked in late. • She scowled [~frowned\ in response to 
his question. 

2 SCOWl noun, pi scowls [count]: an expression on someone’s 
face that shows anger or disapproval ■ The teacher gave me a 
scowl when I walked in late. • She responded to his question 
with a scowl. 

scrab-ble /'skrcebal/ verb, always followed by an adverb or 
preposition scrab-bles; scrab-bled; scrab-bling [no obj] 
: to move the hands or feet in an awkward and hurried way 
in order to find or do something • She scrabbled around in 
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her handbag for a pen. ■ He scrabbled at the slippery rock. 

— see also hardscrabble 

SCrag*gly /'skrcegali/ ad) scrag-gli-er; -est [also more 
most ~] chiefly US, informal : growing in a way that is not 
neat and even : having a ragged appearance ■ a scraggly 
beard ■ scraggly hair/bushes 

scrag-gy /'skrcegi/ adj scrag-gi-er; -est [also more 
most ~] informal 

1 Brit : very thin in a way that does not look healthy 
: scrawny ■ a scraggy mongrel ■ her scraggy neck 

2 : having a ragged appearance : scraggly ■ a scraggy 
beard 

Scram /'skr£em/ verb, not used in progressive tenses scrams; 
scrammed; scram-ming [no obj ] informal + old-fashioned 
: to leave immediately ■ The vandals scrammed before the 
police could arrive. — often used as a command to tell a per¬ 
son or animal to leave ■ Scram\ You’re not wanted here! 

1 scramble /'skrambal/ verb scram-bles; scram-bled; 
scrambling 

1 [no obj ] a always followed by an adverb or preposition : to 
move or climb over something quickly especially while also 
using your hands ■ We scrambled over the boulders and kept 
climbing up the mountain. ■ He scrambled up the ramp, b 
: to move or act quickly to do, find, or get something often 
before someone else does ■ reporters scrambling to finish sto¬ 
ries by deadline ■ Both players scrambled for the ball. ■ News 
of the factory closing found workers scrambling to find jobs. 
■ It started to rain, and we all scrambled for cover. 

2 [+ obj ] : to prepare (eggs) by mixing the white and yellow 
parts together and then stirring the mixture in a hot pan ■ I’ll 
scramble some eggs for breakfast. 

3 [+ obj] : to put (parts of something) in the wrong order — 
often used as (be) scrambled ■ The letters of the words are 
scrambled. [=mixed up] 

4 [+ obj] : to change (a radio or electronic signal) so that 
whoever receives it will not be able to understand it ■ We will 
have to scramble our radio communications. ■ The cable 
company scrambles the channels that you do not pay for. 

5 [no obj] American football, of a quarterback : to run with 
the ball while being chased by defensive players ■ The quar¬ 
terback scrambled for a 5-yard gain. 

— scrambled adj • scrambled eggs and toast ■ a scrambled 
signal 

2 scramble noun, pi scrambles : an act of scrambling: such 
as a [singular] : the act of moving or climbing over some¬ 
thing quickly especially while also using your hands ■ a quick 
scramble over boulders b [singular] : the act of moving or 
acting quickly to do, find, or get something ■ the scramble for 
power in the country ■ a scramble for the ball ■ There was a 
mad scramble to fill vacant positions at the school, c 
[count] American football : a play in which the quarterback 
runs with the ball while being chased by defensive players — 
usually singular ■ He gained 10 yards on a scramble. 
Scrambler /'skrsembala 1 / noun, pi -biers [count] : a person 
or thing that scrambles: such as a : a device that is used to 
change a radio or electronic signal so that whoever receives 
it will not be able to understand it ■ Spies used a scrambler to 
encode their messages, b Ameiican football: a quarterback 
who scrambles well ■ Our quarterback is a great scrambler. 

1 scrap /'skrcep/ noun, pi scraps 

1 [singular] : a very small amount — usually used in negative 
statements ■ After the scandal, he had no scrap of dignity 
left. [=he had no dignity left at all] ■ There is not a scrap 
[=shred] of evidence that she committed the crime. 

2 scraps [plural] : pieces of food that are not eaten and 
could be thrown away ■ The dogs begged for scraps from the 
table. ■ scraps of dough 

3 [count] : a small piece of something that is left after you 
have used the main part ■ a scrap (piece) of paper ■ She made 
a quilt from fabric scraps. • All that is left of the blanket is a 
scrap or two. ■ scrap fabric — see also scrap paper 

4 [noncount] ; things from an unwanted or broken object 
(such as a car) that are useful only in making or fixing some¬ 
thing else ■ scrap metal ■ He sold the car for scrap. [=he sold it 
to someone who wanted the parts of the car] 

— compare 3 scrap 

2 scrap verb scraps; scrapped; scrap-ping [+ obj] : to get 
rid of (something) because it is damaged, no longer useful, 
etc. ■ He scrapped his car after the accident. ■ The company 
had to scrap plans for the new building. ■ Should we scrap 
the idea? 


3 scrap noun, pi scraps [count] informal: a physical fight ■ I 
got into quite a few scraps when I was a kid. — compare 
1 SCRAP 

SCrap*bOOk /'skrseptbuk/ noun, pi -books [count] : a book 
with blank pages to which you attach photographs, letters, 
newspaper stories, etc., that help you remember a person or 
time • My mother keeps a scrapbook of all the articles I’ve 
ever written. 

1 scrape /'skreip/ verb scrapes; scraped; scrap-lng 

1 [+ obj] : to damage (the surface of something) or hurt (a 
part of your body) by rubbing something rough or sharp 
against it or by making it rub against something rough or 
sharp ■ Someone had scraped the car with a key. ■ I scraped 
one of the chairs while bringing it up the stairs. ■ I scraped 
my knee when I fell. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to rub or 
cause (something) to rub against a hard surface and make a 
harsh and usually unpleasant sound [no obj] fingernails 
scraping against a blackboard ■ the sound of chairs scraping 
on the floor as people stood to leave ■ The boat scraped 
against the edge of the dock. [+ obj] She scraped her finger¬ 
nails across the blackboard. ■ The deer scraped its antlers 
against the tree. 

3 a [+ obj] : to remove (something) from a surface by rub¬ 
bing an object or tool against it * Scrape the seeds into a 
bowl. ■ Scrape the paint from the wood. — often + off * The 
tool was used to scrape hair off buffalo skins. • Scrape the 
scales off the fish. ■ He scraped off the dirt from his shoes, b 
: to clean (something) by rubbing an object or tool against it 
■ Please scrape your plate into the trash. 

4 [+ obj ]: to barely succeed in collecting or gathering (some¬ 
thing needed or wanted) by making an effort — + together or 
up ■ He managed to scrape up enough money for lunch. ■ We 
scraped enough players together to play basketball. 

bow and scrape see ‘bow 

scrape by also scrape along [phrasal verb] 

1 : to live with barely enough money : to be able to buy only 
the things you need most ■ Money was tight, but we some¬ 
how managed to scrape by. [^survive] ■ She’s scraping along 
on just a few hundred dollars a month. 2 or scrape 
through : to succeed at doing something but just barely ■ He 
didn’t study for the exam and just barely scraped by. [=he 
passed the exam but came very close to failing] 

2 scrape noun, pi scrapes [count] 

1 : a mark or injury that is caused by something rubbing 
against something else ■ There’s a scrape on the fender that 
wasn’t there yesterday. ■ I got a scrape on my knee when I 
fell. ■ We survived the accident with a few minor bumps and 
scrapes. 

2 informal : a bad, dangerous, or unpleasant situation ■ le¬ 
gal/financial scrapes ■ She got into a few scrapes with the po¬ 
lice/law when she was younger. 

3 : a harsh and usually unpleasant sound that is made when 
something rubs against a hard surface ■ the scrape of finger¬ 
nails on a blackboard 

scrap-er /'skreipa'/ noun, pi -ers [count]: a tool that is used 
to scrape something off a surface ■ a paint scraper 

Scrap heap noun, pi ~~ heaps [count] : a place where bro¬ 
ken or useless things are taken and left ■ Her car was sent off 
to the scrap heap [-dump] after the accident. — often used 
figuratively ■ He may be past his prime, but he’s not ready 
for the scrap heap yet. ■ a minor event consigned to the scrap 
heap of history 

SCra-pie /'skreipi/ noun [noncount] : a usually fatal brain 
disease that affects sheep 

SCrap-ing /'skreipii)/ noun, pi -ings [count] ; an object or 
substance that has been removed from a surface by rubbing 
an object or tool against it: something that is scraped off of 
a surface — usually plural ■ The carpenter brushed the 
scrapings aside as she worked. ■ DNA tests on fingernail 
scrapings from the victim’s hands [=on material scraped 
from the underside of the victim’s fingernails] were incon¬ 
clusive. 

Scrap paper noun [noncount] : paper that is partly used or 
is of poor quality but that you can use for unimportant 
things ■ Please take out a piece of scrap paper and practice 
the math problems on the board. — called also (Brit) rough 
paper, (US) scratch paper 

SCrap-per AkrEepa*/ noun, pi -pers [count] chiefly US, in¬ 
formal : a person who fights or struggles against something 
or to do something ■ He’s quite a scrapper. 

scrap*ple Akrsepal/ noun [noncount] US : a dish of meat 
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mixed with spices, broth, and boiled commeal that is placed 
in a mold and served sliced and fried 
scrap'py /'skrcepi/ adj scrap-pi-er; -est [also more 
most ~] informal 

1 US : ready or eager to fight ■ He’s a scrappy guy you don’t 
want to mess with. 

2 US : willing to work hard in order to succeed : determined 
and tough ■ a scrappy football player ■ a scrappy journalist 

3 chiefly Brit : not organized or done well ■ a scrappy essay 
that should be rewritten 

scrap-yard /'skrsepja^d/ noun , pi -yards [count] chiefly 
Brit : junkyard 

1 scratch /'sknetf/ verb scratches; scratched; scratch- 
ing 

1 a : to rub your skin with something sharp (such as your 
fingernails) especially in order to stop an itch [+ obf] Will 
you scratch my back for me? • Scratching the itch only 
makes it worse. ■ The dog scratched its ear. — sometimes 
used figuratively ■ Maybe it’s time to scratch theAhat itch to 
travel I’ve had since I was a kid. [=maybe it’s time to satisfy 
the urge I’ve had to travel] [no obf] You shouldn't scratch. 
It’ll just make your itch worse. — see also scratch SOME¬ 
ONE’S back (below) b : to make a shallow and narrow cut 
in (your skin) with something sharp (such as fingernails, 
claws, etc.) [+ obf] The cat scratched me. ■ Thoms scratched 
our legs as we climbed through the briars, [no obf] Careful, 
the cat will scratch. C [no obf] : to rub a surface or object 
with something sharp or rough in a way that produces a 
harsh sound ■ The dog was scratching at the door. 

2 [+ obf] a : to make a line or mark in the surface of (some¬ 
thing) by rubbing or cutting it with something rough or 
sharp ■ Be careful not to scratch the table. ■ Someone 
scratched the paint on my car. b : to make (something, 
such as a line or letters) in the surface of something by using 
a stick, a sharp tool, etc. ■ The little boy scratched lines in the 
dirt with a stick. ■ They scratched their initials in the old 
bridge. C : to write (something) in a quick and untidy way ■ 
She scratched a note to herself on a napkin. 

3 [+ obf] informal a : to decide not to do or continue with 
(something) ■ We had to scratch our picnic plans because of 
the weather. ■ We should go to the movies tonight. No, 
scratch [-forget] that. Let’s rent a DVD instead, b : to re¬ 
move (someone) from the list of players who will be playing 
in a game ■ She was scratched from the starting lineup. 
scratch a living or US scratch out a living : to earn barely 

enough money to live ■ He scratched out a living as a farm¬ 
er. 

scratch off [phrasal verb] scratch (something) off or scratch 
off (something) 1 : to remove (something) from an object 
or surface by rubbing with a sharp edge or tool ■ Scratch 
off the gray box on the ticket to see if you’ve won! ■ She 
scratched the gum cypher shoe with a stick. 2 : to draw a 
line through (something that is written down) ■ He 
scratched his name off the list. 

scratch out [phrasal verb] scratch (something) out or 
scratch out (something) : to draw a line through (some¬ 
thing that is written down) ■ I scratched out the mistake. 
scratch someone’s back informal : to do something that 
helps someone else but that is often wrong or difficult to 
do ■ You scratch my back, and I’ll scratch yours. [=if you 
do something to help me, I’ll do something to help you] 
scratch the surface : to deal with or learn about only a 
small part of something ■ If you think she only did it for 
the money, you haven’t even scratched the surface. [=there 
are many other factors, reasons, etc., involved] ■ There’s so 
much to learn about this subject. I feel like I’ve only 
scratched the surface. 

scratch your head informal : to be confused about some¬ 
thing : to think about something you do not understand ■ 
His odd behavior left us all scratching our heads. [=we 
could not understand his odd behavior] 

— scratchier noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a long-handled back 
scratcher [=a device you can use to scratch your back] 
2 scratch noun, pi scratches 

1 [count] a : a line or mark in the surface of something that 
is caused by something rough or sharp rubbing against it ■ 
There’s a scratch in the paint on the new car! ■ The table is an 
antique but it doesn’t have any dents or scratches, b : a 
shallow and narrow cut in the skin that is caused by some¬ 
thing sharp ■ I got a scratch on my leg when I climbed the 
fence. ■ He escaped the fire without a scratch. [=without get¬ 
ting hurt; without any injuries] 


2 [count] : the sound made when something sharp rubs 
against a surface or object ■ The only sound in the room dur¬ 
ing the test was the scratch of pencils on paper. 

3 [noncount] US slang : money ■ We don’t have the scratch 
to buy a new car. 

from scratch 1 : with ingredients you have prepared your¬ 
self rather than with a prepared mixture of ingredients 
bought from a store ■ bread/cookies made from scratch ■ I 
used a frozen pie crust rather than making one from 
scratch. 2 : from a point at which nothing has been done 
yet ■ We will have to start the project from scratch. ■ He 
built the company from scratch, 
up to scratch chiefly Brit, informal : good enough : as good 
as expected or wanted — usually used in negative state¬ 
ments • Her performance wasn’t up to scratch. [=(!/$) up to 
snuff] 

3 Scratch adj, always used before a noun 

1 of a golfer : having no handicap ■ a scratch golfer [=an ex¬ 
cellent golfer whose score is usually close to par] 

2 chiefly Brit : put together quickly and without enough 
planning or thought ■ a scratch team 

scratching post noun, pi ~ posts [count] : an upright 
piece of wood that is covered with carpet and kept in a house 
for a pet cat to scratch 

scratch pad noun, pi ~ pads [count] US : a small book of 
blank paper that is used for writing notes, brief messages, 
etc. 

scratch paper noun [noncount] US : scrap paper 
scratch ticket noun, pi tickets [count] chiefly US : a 
small card that has covered areas that you remove by rub¬ 
bing with the edge of a coin, fingernail, etc., to see if you 
have won a prize (such as money) — called also ( chiefly Brit ) 
scratch card 

scratchy /■skrsetfi/ ad/ scratch-i-er; -est 

1 : having a rough sound : having a sound like the sound 
made when something sharp or rough rubs against a surface 
or object • listening to scratchy old records • He has a 
scratchy [=gravelly] voice. 

2 informal : rough and irritating to the skin : likely to make 
you itch ■ The costume is made from scratchy material. 

3 : swollen and sore ■ He is sick with a scratchy throat. 

4 : written in a careless way that is difficult to read ■ I could 
barely read her scratchy notes. 

1 Scrawl /'skrail/ verb, always followed by an adverb or preposi¬ 
tion scrawls; scrawled; scrawl-ing [+ obf] : to write or 
draw (something) very quickly or carelessly ■ She scrawled 
her signature on the receipt. 

2 scrawl noun, pi scrawls [count] : something that has been 
written or drawn very quickly or carelessly ■ Her signature 
was just a scrawl. 

SCraw-ny /'skraini/ adi scraw-ni-er; -est [also more ~; 
most —]: very thin in a way that is not attractive or healthy ■ 
a scrawny [=skinny] kid ■ The only plants in their yard were a 
couple of scrawny bushes. 

Scream /'skriim/ verb screams; screamed; scream-ing 

1 a [no obf] : to suddenly cry out in a loud and high voice be¬ 
cause of pain, surprise, etc. ■ She screamed when the door 
suddenly slammed shut. ■ This is so irritating I could scream. 
■ The crowd screamed with excitement. ■ He was dragged, 
kicking and screaming, from the room, b : to say (some¬ 
thing) in a loud and high voice because you are angry, afraid, 
etc. [no obf] He screamed at/for her to stop. [+ obf] “Help!” 
he screamed. — often + out ■ The general screamed out or¬ 
ders. C [no obf] : to make a very loud, high sound ■ Sirens 
were screaming in the distance. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obf] : to 
move very quickly through a place while making a lot of 
noise ■ Police cars screamed down the street. 

3 [no obf] : to speak, write, or express something in a way 
that shows intense or uncontrolled emotion ■ Newspaper 
headlines screamed about the spike in crime. 

4 [+ obf] : to bring (an idea, word, etc.) into your mind very 
clearly • The amount she paid in taxes was so low that it 
practically screamed “fraud.” [=it very strongly suggested 
that she had committed fraud] ■ That big white dress screams 
“Marry me.” 

scream bloody murder ( US) or Brit scream blue murder 

informal : to scream, yell, or complain in a very loud or 
angry way ■ His political opponents screamed bloody mur¬ 
der when he was appointed to office. 
scream for [phrasal verb] scream for (something) informal 
1 : to demand or need (something) ■ People are screaming 
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for news about the virus. ■ These policies just scream (out) 
for reform. {=these policies very badly need to be re¬ 
formed] 2 : to be very suitable or appropriate for (some¬ 
thing) • Hot summer days like this just scream for ice 
cream and visits to the pool. 

2 scream noun, pi screams 

1 [count] : a loud and high cry or sound ■ She let out a pierc¬ 
ing scream. — often + of • screams of terror ■ the screams of 
the fire trucks as they raced by 

2 [singular] informal + old-fashioned : a person or thing that 
is very funny ■ She’s an absolute scream. 

screanrver /'skri:maV noun, pi -ers [count] informal 

1 : something that moves or works very quickly ■ The batter 
hit a screamer right at the shortstop. ■ She kicked a screamer 
into the net. ■ My last computer was pretty fast, but this 
one’s a real screamer. 

2 : a person who tends to scream : a person who screams 
more often or more easily than most people ■ Don’t startle 
her—she’s a screamer. 

screarrving /'skri:mn)/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : very noticeable and difficult to ignore ■ The room’s walls 
were painted in a screaming yellow. ■ screaming headlines • a 
screaming need for reform • (US) I have a screaming head¬ 
ache. 

2 US : very fast or powerful ■ The batter hit a screaming line 
drive right at the shortstop. 

screanving-ly /'skrfcmirjli/ adv, informal : very or ex¬ 
tremely ■ a screamingly funny film 
scree /'skri:/ noun, pi screes [count, noncount\ : an area of 
loose stones on the side of a mountain 
1 screech /'skrktfV noun, pi screech*es [count] 

1 : a loud and very high cry that usually expresses extreme 
pain, anger, or fear ■ With a loud screech , she smashed the 
plate against the wall. 

2 : a loud and very high sound ■ the screech of brakes 
2 screech verb screeches; screeched; screeching 

1 : to cry out or shout in a loud and very high voice because 
of extreme pain, anger, fear, etc. [no obj ] I screeched when I 
saw the mouse. ■ He kept screeching at the children to pay at¬ 
tention. [+ obj] “You can’t do this to me!” she screeched. 

2 [no obj] : to make a loud and very high sound ■ The car 
screeched to a halt/stop. [=made a loud and very high sound 
as it stopped] — often used figuratively ■ Her promising ca¬ 
reer screeched to a halt [=suddenly stopped/ended] when she 
was caught stealing. 

— screeching adj ■ The car came to a screeching halt. ■ The 
project came to a screeching halt. 
screech owl noun, pi ~ owls [count] : a kind of small 
American owl that has bunches of feathers that look like 
ears on the sides of its head 

screed /'skri:d/ noun, pi screeds [count] disapproving : a 
long and often angry piece of writing that usually accuses 
someone of something or complains about something ■ In 
her screed against the recording industry, she blamed her 
producer for ruining her career. 

1 screen /'skri:n/ noun, pi screens 

1 [count] a : the usually flat part of a television or comput¬ 
er monitor that shows the images or text: the part of a tele¬ 
vision or computer that you look at when you are using it ■ 
Don’t sit too close to the screen or you’ll get a headache. ■ A 
pop-up ad appeared on the screen. ■ a television/TV screen ■ a 
computer/display screen — see picture at computer b : a 
large, flat, white surface on which images or movies are 
shown ■ When I go to the movies, I like to sit close to the 
screen. 

2 [noncount] : the art or profession of acting in movies ■ a 
star of stage and screen [=a famous actor who acts in plays 
and movies] ■ The two actors perform well together on 
screen. [=in movies or on TV] — often used before another 
noun ■ a screen actor ■ She has tremendous screen presence. 
[=a powerful quality that attracts attention in movies] — see 
also BIG SCREEN, SILVER SCREEN 

3 [count] chiefly US : a sheet that is made of very small wire 
or plastic strings which are woven together and that is set in 
a frame in a window, door, etc., to let air in but keep insects 
out > a window screen ■ a screen door [=a door that has a 
screen built into it] 

4 [count] : something that is used to hide, protect, cover, or 
block a person or thing: such as a : a group of trees or 
plants that separates one area from another ■ We planted a 
screen of shrubs so the neighbors couldn’t see into our yard, 
b : a large, thin piece of wood, paper, or cloth that is set in a 


frame and used to separate one room or part of a room from 
another ■ You can change your clothes behind the screen. C 
: something that hides the real nature of an activity, feeling, 
etc. ■ His activities were just a screen for his real plans, d 
sports : a planned action in some sports (such as basketball 
or ice hockey) in which a player or a player's view is legally 
blocked by an opponent ■ The goalie couldn’t see the puck 
because of the screen. — see also smoke screen, sun¬ 
screen, WINDSCREEN 

5 [count] American football: screen pass ■ The quarterback 
threw a screen to the halfback. 

- see also silk screen 

2 screen verb screens; screened; screening [+ obj] 

1 : to examine (people or things) in order to decide if they 
are suitable for a particular purpose ■ A committee will 
screen candidates for the job, but the final hiring decision 
will be made by Ms. Brown. ■ someone who screens luggage 
at the airport [=someone who examines the luggage of air¬ 
plane passengers in order to make sure that nothing danger¬ 
ous is brought onto an airplane] ■ We screen the kids’ music 
so that we can approve what they listen to. ■ He usually 
screens his (telephone/phone) calls. [=he usually lets his an¬ 
swering machine answer his phone so that he can hear who 
is calling before he decides to talk to whoever it is] 

2 a : to do a test on (someone) to find out if that person has 
or is likely to develop a disease — usually + for ■ All blood 
donors are screened for AIDS. ■ She was screened for breast 
cancer, b : to do a test on (a person’s blood, urine, etc.) to 
find out if the person has been using an illegal substance — 
usually +for ■ All athletes will be screened for performance- 
enhancing drugs prior to the events. 

3 : to show (a movie, television show, etc.) to the public on a 
screen ■ We’ll be screening his latest film in two weeks. 

4 : to hide, protect, cover, or block (someone or something) 
with a screen • I was screened by the cars so no one saw me. ■ 
The altar was screened. ■ We planted a row of shrubs to 
screen our backyard from the neighbors. • The goalie was 
screened on that play. [=players blocked the goalie from see¬ 
ing the puck] ■ a screened porch [=a porch that has walls 
made of screens] — often used figuratively ■ We try to screen 
our children from the violence on TV. 

screen out [phrasal verb] 1 screen (someone or some¬ 
thing) out or screen out (someone or something) : to re¬ 
move (someone or something that is not suitable for a par¬ 
ticular purpose) from a group that is being examined ■ Not 
all students will be allowed to participate. Students receiv¬ 
ing a D or lower will be screened out. 2 screen (some¬ 
thing) out or screen out (something) : to prevent (some¬ 
thing harmful) from passing through ■ The lotion is 
supposed to screen out [=block] the sun's harmful rays, 
screen-er /'skrima 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a person or 
thing that screens something or someone; especially : a per¬ 
son whose job is to examine airplane passengers and their 
luggage in order to make sure that nothing dangerous is 
brought onto an airplane ■ Airline screeners found a suspi¬ 
cious package in his luggage which turned out to be a bomb, 
screening /'skrknii]/ noun, pi -ings : the act of screening 
people or things: such as a [count] : an event in which a 
movie is shown to an audience ■ We were late for the (movie) 
screening, b : the act of doing a test on a person or a per¬ 
son's blood, urine, etc., to look for evidence of a disease, ille¬ 
gal drug, etc. [ noncount] methods of screening for cancer 
[count] Players must pass three random drug screenings. C 
: the act of examining people or things in order to decide if 
they are suitable for a particular purpose [noncount] Feder¬ 
al agents handle passenger and luggage screening at the air¬ 
port. [count] The company will be conducting applicant 
screenings Wednesday. 

Screen pass noun, pi ~ passes [count] American football 
: a pass to a receiver who is behind the line of scrimmage 
and is protected by a line of blockers 
SCreen«play /'skri:n,plei/ noun, pi -plays [count] : the 
written form of a movie that also includes instructions on 
how it is to be acted and filmed : the script for a movie ■ an 
award for best screenplay 

screen saver noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a computer pro¬ 
gram that shows a moving image or set of images on a com¬ 
puter screen when the computer is on but is not being used 
screen test noun, pi ~ tests [count] : a recording of a 
short performance by an actor that is made with a movie or 
video camera and that is used to decide if that person should 
be given a part in a movie 
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SCreen-Writ-er / , skri:n,raita>/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a per- 
son who writes screenplays 
1 screw /'skru:/ noun, pi screws [count] 

1 : a narrow, pointed metal cylinder that has a wide flat or 
rounded top and a ridge (called a thread) that goes around it 
in a spiral A screw is used to hold things together or to at¬ 
tach things. It is inserted into wood, metal, etc., by being 
turned. ■ Tighten the screws. — see picture at carpentry; 
compare ‘nail 1 

2 : an object that has a thread like a screw which is used to 
attach or connect it to something — usually used before an¬ 
other noun ■ The bottle has a screw cap/top. [=a cap/top that 
is attached and removed by turning it] 

3 informal + offensive a : an act of sexual intercourse b : a 
sexual partner 

4 slang : a prison guard 

have a screw loose or have a loose screw informal : to 
be crazy ■ He acts like he has a screw loose. • You’ve got to 
have a loose screw to think that’s a good idea. = You’ve got 
to have a few loose screws to think that’s a good idea. 
put the screws on/to (someone or something) informal 
: to use force or the threat of force to make (someone or 
something) do what you want ■ The government is finally 
putting the screws to an industry that’s been evading envi¬ 
ronmental laws for years. 

tighten the screws informal : to put more pressure on 
someone or something to do something ■ We need to tight¬ 
en the screws on people who’ve been evading the tax. 
2 screw verb screws; screwed; screwing 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj] : to at¬ 
tach (something) with a screw ■ I screwed the boards togeth¬ 
er. ■ The cupboards are screwed to the wall. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition a [+ obj] : to 
turn (something) so that it attaches or connects to something 
• Screw the cap on tight. ■ Screw the light bulb into the fix¬ 
ture. b [no obj] : to fit onto or into something by being 
turned ■ The lid screws onto the jar. ■ The light bulb screws 
right in. 

3 informal + offensive a [no obj] : to have sex b [+ obj] : to 
have sex with (someone) 

4 [+ obj] informal a : to take something from (someone) by 
lying or breaking a rule ■ I’d given them all of my savings be¬ 
fore I realized I was being screwed. [= cheated] — often + out 
of ■ The company screwed them out of thousands of dollars of 
investment money, b : to prevent (someone) from having 
or getting something that is deserved or expected - He will 
screw you if you give him the chance. — often + out of or 
(US) over • She was screwed out of the job. [=she should have 
gotten the job but she didn’t get it] ■ The company changed 
its return policy and (totally) screwed me over. 

5 [+ obj] informal + impolite — used to express anger, dis¬ 
gust, etc. ■ She doesn’t like it? Well, screw her. ■ Screw It 
[=forget it]. I’m not waiting around forever. 

6 [+ obj] : to press or squeeze (something) so that it is no 
longer flat or smooth — often + up ■ He screwed [=crumpled] 
up the letter into a ball and threw it into the trash. 
have/get your head screwed on right/straight see ‘head 
screw around [phrasal verb] chiefly US, informal 1 : to do 

things that are not useful or serious : to waste time ■ Quit 
screwing around [-messing around, fooling around] and get 
back to work. 2 : to have sex with someone who is not 
your husband, wife, or regular partner ■ She found out he’s 
been screwing around. [=fooling around] — often + with ■ 
She was screwing around with her boss. 3 : to use or do 
something in a way that is not very serious ■ I spent the af¬ 
ternoon screwing around [=messing around] on the piano. 
— often + with • screwing around with paints 4 screw 
around with (something) : to handle or play with (some¬ 
thing) in a careless or foolish way ■ It’s really dangerous to 
screw around with your cell phone while you’re driving. 
screw up [phrasal verb] informal 1 a : to make a mistake 
: to do something incorrectly ■ Sorry about that, I screwed 
up. ■ You really screwed up this time, b screw (something) 
up or screw up (something) : to make a mistake in (some¬ 
thing) ■ The waiter screwed up our order. ■ This perfor¬ 
mance is important, so don’t screw it up. 2 screw (some¬ 
thing) up or screw up (something) : to damage or ruin 
(something) ■ Drugs screwed up her life. : to damage or 
change (something) so that it does not work properly ■ I 
don’t know what I did, but I somehow screwed up the com¬ 
puter. 3 screw (someone) up or screw up (someone) : to 
make (someone) very upset and unhappy for a long time ■ 
The divorce really screwed him up. 4 screw (something) 


up or screw up (something) : to tighten the muscles of 
(your face or eyes) ■ He screwed his face up into a frown. ■ 
She screwed up her eyes [=she squinted] and tried to read 
the sign. 5 screw up the/your courage : to make yourself 
brave enough to do something difficult ■ I finally screwed 
up the courage to tell them that I was quitting. — see also 
2 screw 6 

1 Screw-ball /'skru:,ba:l/ noun, pi -balls [count] 

1 baseball : a pitch that is thrown with spin so that the ball 
curves in a direction that is opposite to the direction of a 
curveball 

2 chiefly US, informal : a crazy person : a person who is not 
able to think in a clear or sensible way ■ She really did that? 
What a screwball. 

2 screwball adj, always used before a noun, US, informal 
: funny in a very silly and strange way ■ a screwball comedy 
SCrew-driV-er /'skru^draiva*/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a tool 
that is used for turning screws — see picture at carpentry 
screwed—lip adj [more most ~] informal : not right or 

normal: not acting or functioning the way a person or thing 
should ■ He’s a pretty screwed-up kid. ■ Our computer net¬ 
work is all screwed-up. 

SCrew—top adj, always used before a noun : having a top or 
lid that can be attached or removed by being turned ■ a screw 

- top jar [=a jar with a top that screws on] 

Screw-lip /'skru:,Ap/ noun,pi -ups [count] informal + disap¬ 
proving 

1 : a mistake or error ■ That was a major screwup. 

2 : a person who often makes mistakes especially about im¬ 
portant things : someone who often screws up • She’s a 
screwup who can’t hold down a job. 

screwy /'skruiwi/ adj screw-i«er; -est [also more most 
~] informal 

1 : different from what you expect because of being strange 
or unusual ■ I knew something was screwy. ■ a screwy idea 

2 : not sensible or reasonable ■ screwy people ■ a screwy for¬ 
eign policy 

1 scrib-ble /'skribal/ verb scrlb-bles; scrib-bled; scrib¬ 
bling 

1 : to write (something) quickly and in a way that makes it 
difficult to read [+ obj] She scribbled a note to him and then 
dashed off to her meeting. ■ He scribbled down his phone 
number, [no obj] Students scribbled furiously as the profes¬ 
sor lectured. ■ She was scribbling away in a notebook. 

2 [no obj] : to draw lines, shapes, etc., that have no particular 
meaning in a quick and careless way ■ The toddler scribbled 
all over the paper. 

— scribbling noun, pi scribblings [count] ■ I couldn’t read 
the doctor’s illegible scribblings. 

2 scribble noun, pi scribbles 

1 [noncount] : writing that is difficult to read because it has 
been done quickly or carelessly ■ She could barely make out 
the doctor’s scribble. 

2 scribbles [plural] : lines, shapes, etc., that have no partic¬ 
ular meaning and are drawn in a quick and careless way ■ 
The chalkboard was adorned with the children’s scribbles. 

scrib-bler noun, pi -biers [count] humorous + disapproving 
: a writer or author ■ My wife’s a banker, but I’m just a scrib¬ 
bler who writes for the newspaper. 

1 scribe /'skraib/ noun, pi scribes [count] 

1 : a person in the past whose job was to copy manuscripts 
and books ■ Medieval scribes were often monks. 

2 chiefly US, informal : a journalist or writer ■ She was inter¬ 
viewed for the newspaper by a local scribe. 

2 SCribe verb scribes; scribed; scribing [+ obj]: to make 
(a shape, design, mark, etc.) in something by cutting or 
scratching with a sharp pointed tool ■ Scribe a line along the 
board where you will be trimming it. 

1 scrim-mage /'sknmicfe/ noun, pi -mag*es 

1 [noncount] American football : the point in a game at which 
the center passes or throws the ball to the quarterback • The 
first play from scrimmage netted them a touchdown. — see 
also LINE OF SCRIMMAGE 

2 [count] US : an informal game that is played for practice 
: a game that is not official ■ a preseason scrimmage 

2 scrimmage verb -mages; -maged; -mag-ing [no obj] US 
: to play in a scrimmage ■ We scrimmage every Saturday. ■ 
Last weekend we scrimmaged against Bell High, 
scrimp /'skrimp/ verb scrimps; scrimped; scrimp-ing 
[no obj] : to spend as little money as you can : to be careful 
about spending money • They scrimped and saved for their 
big vacation. 



1459 


scrip • scrumptious 


'scrip /‘sknp/ noun, pi scrips [count] technical 

1 : a document which says that the person who has the doc¬ 
ument has the right to something (such as stock or land) 

2 : special money that a government makes during an emer¬ 
gency and that can only be used for a short period of time 

- compare 2 scrip 

2 SCrip noun, pi scrips [count] US, informal : prescription 
la ■ I need to get my scrip filled. — compare ‘scrip 
1 script /'sknpt/ noun, pi scripts 

1 [count] a : the written form of a play, movie, television 
show, etc. ■ The actors haven’t had time to study the script. ■ 
She sent her script to several television production studios. ■ 
an early version of the script b : a plan for what is going to 
be done or said in a particular situation ■ When questioned, 
officials followed the script and declined comment. 

2 a [noncount] : a type of handwriting in which all the letters 
in a word are connected to each other ■ She wrote in script 
[=cursive] instead of printing, b : a particular style of writ¬ 
ing or printing : a way that a particular set of letters, num¬ 
bers, etc., is written or printed [noncount] words written in 
cuneiform script [count] roman and italic scripts C : the let¬ 
ters of a language arranged in their usual order : alphabet 
[noncount] languages that use the Cyrillic script [count] The 
message was written in a foreign script. 

2 script verb scripts; script-ed; script-ing [+obj] 

1 : to write the script for (a play, movie, television show, 
etc.) ■ I scripted three episodes of the show. — often used as 
(be) scripted ■ The actors’ dialogue was carefully scripted. 

2 : to plan how (something) will happen, be done, etc. ■ The 
discussion couldn’t have gone better if we had scripted it. ■ 
The trip didn’t go as scripted. 

scripted adj : written at an earlier time ■ a scripted speech/ 
joke; also : planned in a careful way at an earlier time ■ a 
scripted campaign ■ Her public appearances are all scripted 
events. 

scripture /'sknptJ>/ noun, pi -tures 

1 Scripture or the Scriptures : the books of either the Old 
Testament or the New Testament or of both : the Bible ■ 
someone who frequently quotes Scripture ■ Each day they 
read (from) the Scriptures. ■ the Hebrew Scriptures 

2 scriptures [plural] : the sacred writings of a religion ■ sa¬ 
cred/holy scriptures 

— scrip-tur-al /'skriptfaral/ adj • a scriptural passage 
script«writ-er /'sknpt,rait 0 >/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a per¬ 
son who writes the written form of a play, movie, television 
show, etc. : a person who writes a script ■ Hollywood script¬ 
writers 

SC rod /'skra:d/ noun, pi scrod [count, noncount] US : a 
young fish (such as a cod or a haddock) that is eaten as food 
1 Scroll /'skroul/ noun, pi scrolls [count] 

1 : a long piece of paper that rolls around 
one or two cylinders and that usually has 
something written or drawn on it ■ the Dead 
Sea Scrolls ■ He read from the scroll. 

2 : a decoration that looks like the curled 
ends of a scroll ■ a scarf with lovely green 
scrolls on it 

2 SCroll verb scrolls; scrolled; scrolling 

computers : to move text or images of a Web 
page, document, etc., up, down, or to the 
side on a computer screen so that you can 
see all of it [no obj] scroll through an e-mail ■ 

She scrolled (down) to the bottom of the screen. [+ obj] You 
have to scroll the screen to see the bottom of the Web page, 
scroll bar noun, pi ~ bars [count] computers : a narrow bar 
along the bottom or side of a window that you click on with 
a mouse to see parts of the window that are hidden 
Scroll saw noun, pi ~ saws [count] US : a machine that 
has a narrow blade for cutting curves and decorative pat¬ 
terns in wood, metal, plastic, etc. 

Scrooge or Scrooge /■skru.cfc/ noun, pi Scroog-es or 
Scrooges [count] informal : a selfish and unfriendly person 
who is not willing to spend or give away money — usually 
singular • His boss is a real Scrooge who never gives people 
raises. 4- Scrooge is from the name of Ebenezer Scrooge, the 
main character in the story A Christmas Carol by Charles 
Dickens. 

SCrO'tum /'skroutam/ noun, pi scro-tums or scro-ta 

/'skrouta/ [count] : the sack of skin that contains the testicles 
of men and male animals 

scrounge /'skrauncfe/ verb scroung-es; scrounged; 
scrounging 


1 : to persuade someone to give you (something) for free [+ 
obj] I managed to scrounge enough money for a bus ticket. 

- often + off or from ■ I scrounged a few bucks off my friend 
for lunch. ■ She scrounged some money from her folks, [no 
obj] He’s always scrounging off his friends instead of paying 
for things himself. 

2 US : to get or find something by looking in different plac¬ 
es, asking different people, etc. [no obj] We scrounged 
around for firewood. [+ obj] We managed to scrounge some 
firewood. — often + up • I tried to scrounge up some tickets 
to the show, but I didn’t have any luck. 

- scroung-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 scrub /'skrAb/ noun [noncount] 

1 : small bushes and trees ■ A chipmunk hid in the scrub. 

2 : land that is covered with small bushes and trees ■ In the 
desert scrub , temperatures can reach well over 100 degrees. 

- compare 2 scrub 
2 SCrub noun, pi scrubs 

1 [count] a : the act of rubbing something hard with a 
rough object or substance and often with soap in order to 
clean it: the act of scrubbing something — usually singular ■ 
He gave the pan a good scrub. [=he scrubbed the pan] b : a 
powerful cleanser that is used to clean the skin ■ a face scrub 

2 scrubs [plural] US : special loose clothing that is worn by 
people who work in hospitals ■ hospital/surgical scrubs 
-compare ‘scrub 

3 scrub verb scrubs; scrubbed; scrubbing 

1 : to rub (something) hard with a rough object or substance 
and often with soap in order to clean it [+ obj] She scrubbed 
the potatoes, [no obj] We scrubbed and scrubbed until the 
floor was clean. 

2 [+ obj] informal : to decide that (something, such as a 
game, performance, etc.) will not happen : to cancel (some¬ 
thing) ■ They scrubbed the game because of the bad weather. 
scrub off [phrasal verb] scrub off (something) or scrub 

(something) off : to remove (something) from a surface by 
scrubbing ■ I scrubbed off the heavy stage makeup. ■ scrub¬ 
bing dirt and grime off the walls 
scrub out [phrasal verb] scrub out (something) or scrub 
(something) out 1 : to remove (something) from an ob¬ 
ject by scrubbing ■ a stain in the carpet that was impossible 
to scrub out 2 : to scrub the inside of (something) ■ She 
scrubbed out the flower pots and filled them with fresh soil. 
scrub up [phrasal verb]: to wash your hands and arms thor¬ 
oughly ■ The doctor scrubbed up for surgery. 
scrub*ber /'skrAba*/ noun, pi -bers [count] 

1 : a tool or machine that is used for scrubbing something ■ a 
vegetable scrubber [=a brush that is used for scrubbing vege¬ 
tables] • a floor scrubber 

2 : a person whose job is to scrub something ■ She got a job 
as a pot scrubber. 

3 technical : a machine that removes a dangerous substance 
from air, water, etc. ■ The scrubbers will reduce the power 
plant’s sulfur emissions. 

scrub brush (US) or Brit scrubbing brush noun, pi ~ 
brushes [count] : a small brush with stiff bristles that is 
used for scrubbing things 

scrub-by /'skrAbi/ adj scrub-bi-er; -est [also more 
most ~] 

1 : covered with small bushes and trees ■ scrubby land 

2 : small and not growing well ■ scrubby trees/bushes 
scrub-land /'skrAb,l£end/ noun, pi -lands ; land that is 

covered with small bushes and trees [noncount] a large area 
of scrubland [count] the scrublands of the American West 
SCruff /'skrAf/ noun [singular] : the skin on the back of the 
neck ■ She held the kitten by the scruff of its neck. 
scruffy /'skrAfi/ adj scruff-i-er; -est [also more most —] 
informal : not neat, clean, or orderly ■ a scruffy beard ■ 
scruffy college students ■ The neighborhood is full of dilapi¬ 
dated houses with scruffy backyards, 
scrum /'skrAm/ noun, pi scrums [count] 

1 rugby a : a way of starting play again in which players 
from each team come together and try to get control of the 
ball by pushing against each other and using their feet when 
the ball is thrown in between them b : the group of players 
who are involved in a scrum 

2 : a large group of people who are close together in one 
place ■ He pushed through the scrum [-crowd, throng] of hol¬ 
iday shoppers. ■ The actress was caught in a media scrum. [=a 
crowd of reporters, photographers, etc.] 

scrump-tious /'skrAmpJas/ adj [more most ~] informal 
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: very pleasant to taste : delicious ■ a scrumptious cake 

scrunch /'skrAntf/ verb scrunch-es; scrunched; 
scrunching 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
make your body lower or shorter by bending your legs, mak¬ 
ing your back bend forward, lowering your head, etc. ■ I 
scrunched down in the chair. ■ I spent the night scrunched 
(up) in the back of the car. 

2 [+ obj\ : to tighten the muscles of (your face or nose) — 
usually + up ■ She scrunched up her face/nose. 

3 [+ obj] a : to put (several or many people or things) in a 
space that is too small — usually used as (be) scrunched ■ The 
restaurant’s tables are all scrunched together, b : to press or 
squeeze (something) so that it is no longer flat or smooth ■ I 
scrunched the fabric in my hand. — often + up ■ He 
scrunched [=crumpled] up the paper and threw it away. 

4 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
make the loud sound of something being crushed ■ The snow 
was scrunching [=(more commonly) crunching ] under our 
feet. 

scrunch-ie or scrunchy /'skrAntfi/ noun, pi scrunch-ies 

[count] US : a piece of elastic in the shape of a circle that is 
covered with fabric and used to hold hair back in a ponytail, 
bun, etc. — see picture at grooming 

1 scru-ple /'skrurpal/ noun, pi scruples : a feeling that pre¬ 
vents you from doing something that you think is wrong 
[count] — usually plural ■ They seem to have no scruples 
[=qualms] about distorting the truth. ■ moral/religious scru¬ 
ples • a woman without scruples [noncount] She acted with¬ 
out scruple. 

2 scruple verb scruples; scru-pled; scru-pling [+ obj] for¬ 
mal : to be unwilling to do something because you think it is 
improper, morally wrong, etc. — usually used in negative 
statements ■ He did not scruple to lie about it. [=he was will¬ 
ing to lie about it; lying about it did not bother him] 

SCrU-pU-IOUS /'skru.pjalas/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : very careful about doing something correctly ■ She was 
always scrupulous about her work. ■ The work requires scru¬ 
pulous attention to detail. ■ They were scrupulous [-meticu¬ 
lous] in their testing. 

2 : careful about doing what is honest and morally right ■ 
Less scrupulous companies find ways to evade the law. 

— scru-pu-lous-Iy adv ■ a scrupulously clean house 

SCru-ti-nize or Brit scru-ti-nise /'skru:t3,naiz/ verb -niz- 
es; -nized; -niz-ing [+ obj] : to examine (something) care¬ 
fully especially in a critical way • 1 closely scrutinized my op¬ 
ponent’s every move. ■ Her performance was carefully scruti¬ 
nized by her employer. 

SCriMi-ny /'skruX^nx/ noun, formal : the act of carefully ex¬ 
amining something especially in a critical way : the act of 
scrutinizing something [noncount] the close/careful scrutiny 
of data ■ judicial/public/scientific scrutiny ■ I’d never faced 
that kind of scrutiny before. ■ Because of their past crimes, 
everything they do now will be subject to scrutiny. ■ Their be¬ 
havior is under scrutiny again. = Their behavior has come 
under scrutiny again. [=people are examining their behavior 
in a critical way again] [singular] Her opinion is based on a 
careful scrutiny of the text. 

SCU-ba /'skurba/ adj, always used before a noun : used in 
scuba diving ■ scuba gear ■ a scuba tank 



SCllba diving noun [noncount] : a sport or activity in 
which you swim underwater using an air tank and a special 
breathing machine that you strap on your body ■ Her hob¬ 


bies include sailing and scuba diving. • We went scuba diving 
for the first time this summer. 

— scuba dive verb ~ dives; ~ dived; ~ div-ing [no obj] ■ 
He plans to scuba dive while on vacation. — scuba diver 
noun, pi ~ -ers [count] ■ He’s an expert scuba diver. 

SCUd /'skAd/ verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition 
scuds; scud-ded; scud-ding [no obj] literary : to move 
or go quickly ■ Clouds scudded across the sky. 

1 scuff /'skAf/ verb scuffs; scuffed; scuff-ing 

1 [+ obj]: to make a mark or scratch in the surface of (some¬ 
thing) by scraping it ■ I scuffed (up) my new shoes the very 
first time I wore them. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
walk without lifting your feet : to drag your feet while you 
walk ■ She scuffed down the hall towards her room. 

— scuffed adj ■ scuffed shoes/boots ■ an old, scuffed leather 
jacket 

2 SCUff noun, pi scuffs 

1 [count] : a mark that is made by scuffing something ■ I 
tried to rub the scuff (mark) out of my shoe. 

2 scuffs [plural] US : slippers that are open at the heel “ She 
slid into her scuffs and headed into the kitchen. 

SCUf-fle /'skAfal/ verb scuf-fles; scuf-fled; scuf-fling [no 
obj] 

1 : to fight briefly and usually not very seriously ■ Children 
scuffled on the playground. ■ Protesters and police scuffled. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to move 
quickly and with short steps : scurry ■ Small creatures scuf¬ 
fled in the underbrush. 

— scuffle noun, pi scuf-fles [count] ■ They got in/into a 
scuffle. • A scuffle broke out between the players. 

1 SCUll /'skAl/ noun, pi sculls 

1 [count] : a long and very narrow boat that is usually rowed 
by one or two people ■ a double scull [=a scull for two peo¬ 
ple] 

2 sculls [plural] : a race using sculls • He took first place in 
the single sculls. 

2 SCUll verb sculls; sculled; scull-ing [no obj] : to row a 
scull or other small boat ■ She sculled along the river. 

— scull-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ He’s one of the top scullers 
in the state. — scull-ing noun [noncount] ■ She joined the 
sculling team. ■ He went sculling early that morning. 

SCUl-lery /'skAlsri/ noun, pi -ler-ies [count] old-fashioned 
: a room that is near the kitchen in a large and usually old 
house and that is used for washing dishes, doing messy kitch¬ 
en tasks, etc. 

sculpt /'skAlpt /verb sculpts; sculpt-ed; sculpt-ing 

1 : to make (something) by carving or molding clay, stone, 
etc.: to make (a sculpture) [+ obj] She carefully sculpted the 
wood. — often used as (be) sculpted ■ The figures were sculpt¬ 
ed from wood. ■ The statue was sculpted in ice. — often used 
figuratively ■ She carefully sculpted the narrative of the story. 
[no obj] The children painted and sculpted all morning. 

2 [+ obj] chiefly US : to make (a part of your body) more 
muscular by doing exercises ■ Sculpt your back with push¬ 
ups. 

SCUlpt-ed /'skAlptad/ adj 

1 a : carved or molded into a particular shape from wood, 
stone, clay, etc. • a sculpted facade b : made into a particu¬ 
lar shape by someone or something ■ her sculpted bangs ■ a 
wind-sculpted rock formation 

2 a : having a clear shape ■ sculpted cheekbones b chiefly 
US : very muscular and attractive • a lean, sculpted athlete/ 
body 

SCUlp-tOr /'skAlpta*/ noun, pi -tors [count] : a person who 
makes sculptures 

sculp-tress /'skAlptrss/ noun, pi -tress-es [count] some¬ 
what old-fashioned : a woman who makes sculptures 
sculp-ture /*skAlptfay noun, pi -tures 

1 : a piece of art that is made by carving or molding clay, 
stone, metal, etc. [count] a sculpture of an elephant ■ an ab¬ 
stract sculpture [noncount] an exhibit of African sculpture 

— compare statue 

2 [noncount] : the process or art of carving or molding clay, 
stone, metal, etc., into a sculpture ■ She’s studying sculpture. 

— sculp-tur-al /'skAlptfsrsl/ adj ■ the sculptural arts ■ a 
sculptural piece 

sculp-tured /'skAlptfad/ adj : carved or molded into a par¬ 
ticular shape from wood, stone, clay, etc. ■ a sculptured 
[=(more commonly) sculpted] facade 
SCUm /'skAm/ noun, pi scums 
1 [noncount] : a layer of something unpleasant or unwanted 
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that forms on top of a liquid ■ Boil the chicken and use a 
spoon to remove any scum that floats to the surface. ■ pond 
scum [=a layer of algae on top of a pondl 
2 informal : a dishonest, unkind, or unpleasant person 
[ noncount] Ignore him; he’s scum. ■ They are the scum of the 
earth. [=the worst people on the earth! [count] He’s a com¬ 
plete scum. 

- scum-my /'skAmi/ adj scum-mi-er; -est [also more ~; 
most —] ■ scummy water * a scummy person 

SCUm* bag /'skAin,b£eg/ noun, pi -bags [count] slang: a dis¬ 
honest, unkind, or unpleasant person ■ She’s a total scumbag. 
1 SCUp*per /'skApa-/ verb -pers; -pered; -per-ing [+ obj] Brit 
: to cause (something) to stop or fail ■ The boss scuppered 
[-{US) scuttled] the plan. ■ The latest information could scup¬ 
per the peace talks. 

2 scupper noun, pi -pers [count] technical: a hole in the side 
of a boat that allows water to drain from the deck 
SCUr*ri*IOUS /'skaralas /adj [more most ~] formal : said 

or done unfairly to make people have a bad opinion of some¬ 
one * scurrilous attacks on the senator ■ scurrilous rumors 

- scur-ri-lous-ly adv 

scur*ry /'skaTi/ verb, always followed by an adverb or preposi¬ 
tion -ries; -ried; -ry*ing [no obj ]: to move quickly and with 
short steps ■ She scurried off to finish the job. ■ Mice scurried 
around the house. 

scur*vy /'skavi/ noun [noncount] : a disease that is caused 
by not eating enough fruits or vegetables that contain vita¬ 
min C 

1 scut*tle /'skAtl/ verb scut-tles, scut-tled; scut-tling [+ 

obj] 

1 US : to cause (something) to end or fail ■ He tried to scuttle 
[=(Brit) scupper] the conference/sale. 

2 : to sink (a ship) by putting holes in the bottom or sides 

- compare 2 scuttle 

2 SCUttle verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition 
scuttles; scuttled; scuttling [no obj] : to move quickly 
and with short steps ■ Crabs scuttled along the ocean floor. ■ 
He scuttled away to find his hat. — compare 1 SCUTTLE 
3 SCUttle noun, pi scuttles [count]: a metal pail for carrying 
coal 

scut*tle*butt /'skAtl,bAt/ noun [noncount] US, informal 
: talk or stories about someone that may not be true ■ 
There’s some scuttlebutt [=there’s a rumor] that he might be 
planning to leave his wife. 

SCUZ-zy /'skAzi/ adj scuz-zi-er; -est [also more most ~] 
US slang : dirty, dishonest, or unpleasant ■ He is a scuzzy guy. 

■ a scuzzy bathroom 

1 scythe /'sai5/ noun, pi scythes [count] : a 
farming tool with a curved blade and long 
handle that is used for cutting grass, grain, 
etc. 

z scythe verb scythes; scythed; scyth-ing 

: to cut (something, such as grass or grain) 
with a scythe [+ obj] scything the wheat — 
often used figuratively ■ Her hands scythed 
[out through] the air. [no obj] — usually 
used figuratively ■ Her hands scythed through 
the air. 

SD abbr South Dakota 
SE abbr southeast; southeastern 
sea /'si:/ noun, pi seas 

1 a : the salt water that covers much of the Earth’s surface 
[noncount] We traveled by sea. [=on a ship] — often used 
with the ■ The ship sank to the bottom of the sea. [-the ocean] 

■ creatures of the sea ■ He was sailing the open sea. [=sailing 
far away from land] — often used before another noun ■ a 
sea voyage ■ a sea animal/creature ■ the sea floor [plural] 
( literary ) ■ the uncharted seas — see also high seas b or 
Sea [count] : a large body of water that is part of the sea or 
that has land around part or all of it ■ the Mediterranean Sea 
• the seas of the Southern Hemisphere — see color picture 
on page C7; see also seven seas 

2 [count] : an area of the sea — used to describe the move¬ 
ment of the water in the sea ■ a calm/rough sea — often plu¬ 
ral ■ We sailed in heavy seas. [=in very large waves] 

3 [count] : a large amount or number of people or things 
spread over a large area — usually singular ■ a sea of scream¬ 
ing fans ■ a golden sea of wheat — sometimes used figura¬ 
tively ■ a sea of sadness 

4 or Sea [count] technical : one of the large, flat areas on the 
moon or on Mars ■ lunar seas ■ the Sea of Tranquility 

at sea 1 : sailing or traveling on the sea ■ The navy spent as 


much time in port as they did at sea. ■ The crew was lost at 
sea. [=the crew disappeared while traveling on the sea] 2 
: confused and not confident ■ She felt completely at sea 
when she started her new job. 

between the devil and the deep blue sea see devil 
fish in the sea see ‘fish 

go to sea somewhat old-fashioned : to become a sailor ■ He 
went to sea at a young age. 

out to sea : toward or into a part of the ocean that is far 
away from land ■ The boat headed out to sea. ■ He fell over¬ 
board and was swept out to sea. 
put (out) to sea : to leave a port, harbor, etc., and begin 
traveling on the sea * The ship put to sea. ■ We will dock to¬ 
night and put out to sea tomorrow. 

Sea air noun [noncount] : the air near the sea ■ He breathed 
in the sea air. 

sea anemone noun, pi ~ -nes [count] : a small, brightly 
colored sea animal that looks like a flower and sticks to 
rocks, coral, etc. 
sea*bed /'si:,bed/ noun 

the seabed : the ground that is at the bottom of the sea 
sea-bird /'si:,bad/ noun, pi -birds [count] : a bird that lives 
on or near the sea and finds food in it ■ gulls and other sea¬ 
birds 

sea*board Ai^boad/ noun, pi -boards [count] : the part of 
a country that is along or near the sea ■ He lives on the east¬ 
ern seaboard. ■ a seaboard city 
sea-borne Akiboan/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : carried in a ship sailing across the sea ■ seaborne cargo 

2 : involving or using ships that sail across the sea ■ seaborne 
trade 

sea breeze noun, pi ~ breezes [count] : a light wind that 
blows from the sea toward land 
sea captain noun, pi ~ -tains [count] : the captain of a 
ship that travels on the sea 

sea Change noun, pi ~ changes [count] : a big and sud¬ 
den change — usually singular ■ There’s been a sea change in 
public opinion. ■ Her attitude has undergone a sea change 
[=her attitude has changed completely] in recent months. 
Sea-COast /'si:,koust/ noun, pi -coasts : the land along the 
edge of a sea [count] a beautiful seacoast ■ the eastern sea- 
coast [noncount] a stretch of seacoast [=coast, shore, shore¬ 
line] ■ a seacoast [-coastal] town 
sea dog noun, pi ~ dogs [count] old-fashioned + literary 
: an experienced sailor 

sea-far-er /'si: # fer^/ noun, pi -ers [count] old-fashioned 
: someone who works or travels on a boat or ship on the sea 
: SAILOR 

Sea-far-ing Ai:,ferirj/ noun [noncount] : the activity of 
traveling on the sea especially while working on a boat or a 
ship ■ He began a life of seafaring. 

— seafaring adj, always used before a noun ■ He always tells 
stories from his seafaring days. ■ a seafaring people ■ a sea¬ 
faring adventure 

sea-floor / , si:,floa'/ noun, pi -floors [count] : the ground 
that is at the bottom of the sea — usually singular ■ a sunken 
ship lying on the seafloor 

Sea-fOOd /'si:,fu:d/ noun [noncount] : fish and shellfish that 
live in the ocean and are used for food ■ I’m allergic to sea¬ 
food. ■ a seafood dish/restaurant 

sea-front /'si:,frAnt/ noun, pi -fronts [count] : the part of a 
town, area, etc., that is near the sea — usually singular ■ ho¬ 
tels on/along the seafront — often used before another noun 
■ seafront [=(C/S) oceanfront] property 
Sea-gO-ing Ai:,gowirj/ adj, always used before a noun 
: made or used for traveling on the sea ■ a seagoing [ocean¬ 
going] ship/craft/vessel 

Sea green noun [noncount] : a bluish-green color like the 
sea — see color picture on page C2 

— sea-green adj ■ She has sea-green eyes. 

sea-gull /'si:,gAl/ noun, pi -gulls [count] : a large, common, 
usually gray and white bird that lives near the ocean : GULL 

— see color picture on page C9 

sea horse noun, pi ~ horses [count] : a small fish that has 
a head that looks like a horse’s head and that swims with its 
head above its body and tail 
1 seal Ai:l/ verb seals; sealed; seal-ing 

1 a [+ obj] : to close (something) tightly so that air, liquid, 
etc., cannot get in or out ■ He sealed the jar. — often + up • 
He sealed up the cracks in the wall, b [+ obj] : to close (an 
envelope, bag, etc.) by sticking or pressing two of its parts to- 
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gether ■ Would you seal this envelope? C [no obj\ : to be¬ 
come closed tightly ■ Make sure the bag seals properly. 

2 [+ obj\ : to cover the surface of (something) with a sub¬ 
stance that will protect it ■ We used a sealant/sealer to seal 
the wood to make it waterproof. 

3 [+ obj\ : to make (something) definite and final ■ His home 
run sealed the victory. [=his home run made it certain that 
his team would win] ■ ( informal ) They finally sealed the deal . 
[=they finally reached an agreement and made a deal] ■ Their 
decision sealed her fate. = Once they made their decision, 
her fate was sealed. [=their decision made it certain that 
something bad or unwanted would happen to her] 

4 [+ obj] : to prevent someone from going into or through 
(an area or place) ■ Troops have sealed the border between 
the two countries. ■ The room/chamber has been sealed and 
no one can enter. 

my lips are sealed see lip 

seal in [phrasal verb] seal (something) in or seal in (some¬ 
thing) : to prevent (something that is in something else) 
from getting out or escaping ■ He seared the steak to seal in 
the juices. 

seal off [phrasal verb] seal off (something) or seal (some¬ 
thing) off: to prevent people from entering or leaving (an 
area or place) ■ Police sealed off the crime scene. 

— sealed adj ■ a sealed jar 
2 seal noun, pi seals [count] 

1 a : an official mark that is stamped on paper or on a small 
piece of wax to show that something (such as a document) is 
genuine and has been officially approved ■ The paperwork 
must have a notary’s seal, b : a small piece of stamped wax 
or a small sticker that is put on a letter or envelope to keep it 
closed or to show that it has not been opened 

2 : a device with a raised design that can be pressed into 
something (such as paper or wax) to make a seal 

3 a : a piece of material (such as rubber) that is used on the 
lid of a container to keep air, water, etc., out of the container 
or to show the container has not been opened • a rubber seal 
on the jar ■ The plastic seal on the bottle was broken, b 
: the state of being closed tightly so that no air, water, etc., 
can pass through ■ The caulk gives the window an airtight 
seal. 

seal of approval : an action or statement that shows ap¬ 
proval or official acceptance ■ The bill has the President’s 
seal of approval. ■ Fans have given the band's new song 
their seal of approval. [=fans like the band’s new song] 
set the seal on Brit, formal: to make (something) final or 
definite ■ The goal set the seal on their victory. [=the goal 
sealed/assured their victory] 

under seal law, formal : having an official seal that prevents 
the public from seeing or reading it • a document/contract 
under seal 

— compare 3 Seal 
3 seal /‘si:l/ noun, pi seals 

1 [count] : a large animal that lives in the sea near coasts, has 
flippers, and eats fish 

2 [noncount]: the skin of a seal usually used for fur ■ a jacket 
made of seal 

— compare 2 seal 



SEAL /'si:l/ noun, pi SEALS [count] US : a soldier in the 
U.S. Navy who has special training and belongs to a small 
group that performs dangerous missions • a Navy SEAL 
sea lane /'si:,lein/ noun, pi ~ lanes [count] : a route that 
ships regularly take across the sea 
seabant /'sidant/ noun, pi -ants [count]: a substance that is 
put on a surface in order to protect it from air, water, etc. — 
called also sealer 

sea legs noun [plural] : the ability to walk steadily and not 
feel sick while traveling on a boat or ship ■ When I first start¬ 
ed sailing, it took me a while to get my sea legs. 

1 seal*er /'side/ noun, pi -ers [count] : sealant — compare 
2 sealer 

2 sealer noun, pi -ers [count] 


1 : a person who hunts seals 

2 : a ship that is used in hunting seals 

— compare Dealer 

sea level noun [noncount] : the average height of the sea’s 
surface *$* Sea level is a standard level that is used when mea¬ 
suring the height or depth of a place on land ■ The city is a 
mile above sea level. ■ The valley sits well below sea level. 
seal'ing /'si:lir)/ noun [noncount] : the activity of hunting 
seals 

sealing wax noun [noncount]: a type of wax used especial¬ 
ly in the past for making seals on letters and documents 
sea lion noun, pi ~ lions [count] : a large seal that lives 
near coasts in the Pacific Ocean 
seam /'si:m/ noun, pi seams [count] 

1 a : a line where two pieces of cloth or other material are 
sewn together ■ the seams of a dress b : a line where two 
pieces of wood, metal, dough, etc., are joined together ■ the 
seams of a boat 

2 technical : a layer of coal, rock, etc., that is between two 
other layers of rock underground ■ coal seams • a rich seam 
of iron ore — sometimes used figuratively to describe a good 
source of something valuable ■ The book is a rich seam of in¬ 
formation about the history of baseball. 

be bursting at the seams see ‘burst 
come/fall apart at the seams informal: to break into parts 
or pieces — usually used figuratively to describe someone 
or something that is in very bad condition ■ The plan/com¬ 
pany is falling apart at the seams. ■ She looks like she’s go¬ 
ing to come apart at the seams. 
sea*man /'simian/ noun, pi -men [count] 

1 : an experienced sailor 

2 : a sailor in the U.S. or British Navy or the U.S. Coast 
Guard who is not an officer 

sea-man-ship /'simian,/ip/ noun [noncount] : skill in sail¬ 
ing or operating a ship • The captain shows great seaman¬ 
ship. 

seamed /'si:md/ adj 

1 : having a visible line where two pieces of material are 
joined together ■ seamed stockings 

2 : having deep lines or wrinkles ■ her seamed face 
seam-less /'siimlas/ adj 

1 : having no seams ■ a seamless rug/boat 

2 : moving from one thing to another easily and without any 
interruptions or problems • The transitions from scene to 
scene were seamless. ■ a seamless transfer of power 

3 : perfect and having no flaws or errors ■ a seamless '[-flaw¬ 
less] performance 

— seam-less-ly adv ■ The speaker moved from one subject 
to the next seamlessly. 

seam-stress /'siimstras/ noun, pi -stresses [count] : a 
woman who sews clothes, curtains, etc., as a job 
seamy /'si:mi/ adj seam-i-er; -est [also more most ~~] 
: of or relating to unpleasant and usually illegal things (such 
as crime, drugs, etc.) • the seamy [=seedy] side of the city ■ 
She was involved in a seamy corruption scandal, 
se-ance /'sei,a:ns/ also se«ance noun, pi -anc-es [count] 
: a meeting where people try to communicate with the spirits 
of dead people ■ They’re having/holding a seance. 
sea-plane /'si:,plein/ noun, pi -planes [count]: an airplane 
that can take off from and land on water 
sea-port /'si:,poiyt/ noun, pi -ports [count] : a town or city 
with a harbor where ships stop to load and unload cargo 
: port ■ Boston is a major seaport in the northeastern U.S. 
sea power noun, pi ~ -ers 

1 [count] : a country that has a large and powerful navy ■ 
Britain was the world’s greatest sea power at one time. 

2 [noncount] : the strength and size of a country’s navy ■ a 
massive increase in sea power 

sear /'siay verb sears; seared; sear-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to burn and damage the surface of (something) with 
strong and sudden heat ■ The tree was seared by lightning. ■ 
The flames seared my skin. — often used figuratively • That 
image was seared [-burned] into my memory. [=1 cannot for¬ 
get that image] — see also searing 

2 US : to cook the surface of (something, such as a piece of 
meat) quickly with intense heat ■ The steak was seared over a 
hot grill. 

1 search /'satf/ noun, pi search-es 

T : an attempt to find someone or something : the act or 
process of looking for someone or something [count] a thor¬ 
ough/exhaustive/quick search ■ We will begin/launch/con- 
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duct a search for a new manager this week. ■ A search and 
rescue team [=a group of people trained to find and help lost 
people! was sent out for the hikers. — often + for ■ The 
search for the crew was called off. ■ Police are continuing 
their search for the killer, [noncount] Scientists are in search 
of the answer. [=scientists are searching for the answer] 

— see also strip search 

2 [count]: an attempt to find information in a database, net¬ 
work, Web site, etc., by using a computer program ■ I per¬ 
formed a search for the file. ■ I did a Web search for restau¬ 
rants in that area. 

2 search verb searches; searched; searching 

1 a [no obj\ : to carefully look for someone or something 
: to try to find someone or something ■ They haven’t found 
him yet, so they have to keep searching. • They searched 
among/through the wreckage (for survivors). ■ We searched 
[=looked] everywhere but we couldn’t find the keys. — often 
+for ■ They’re still searching for the lost child. — often used 
figuratively ■ Scientists are searching for a cure. [=are doing 
research to try to find a cure] ■ He searched for the words to 
comfort her. [=he tried to think of words that he could say to 
comfort her] ■ She searched for an answer to his question, b 
[+ obj] : to carefully look for someone or something in 
(something) ■ Police searched the vehicle. — often + for • He 
searched his room for his wallet, c [+ obj]: to carefully look 
through the clothing of (someone) for something that may 
be hidden ■ The police searched her for concealed weapons. ■ 
He was searched by the guard before he was allowed to enter 
the courtroom. 

2 : to use a computer to find information in (a database, net¬ 
work, Web site, etc.) [+ obj ] The software allows you to 
search thousands of sites at the same time. — often + for ■ 
She searched the Web for information about the car. [no obj] 
She searched for information on the Web. 

3 [+ obj] : to look carefully at (something) in order to get in¬ 
formation about it ■ He searched her face, hoping to see 
some glimmer of emotion. 

search me informal — used in speech to say that you do not 
know the answer to a question ■ “Why did they do that?” 
“ Search me" [=1 don’t know] 

search out [phrasal verb] search (someone or something) 
out or search out (someone or something) : to find (some¬ 
one or something) by carefully looking ■ She searched out 
the relevant information. 

— search-er noun, pi -ers [count] • Searchers couldn’t find 
the lost hikers. 

search engine noun, pi ~ -gines [count] : a computer 
program that is used to look for information on the Internet 
Searching adj, always used before a noun : carefully made, 
done, asked, etc., in order to find out more information 
about someone or something ■ a searching question ■ a 
searching gaze/look 

— search-ing-ly adv ■ She looked searchingjy at us. 
searchlight /'s&tfjlait/ noun, pi -lights [count] : a very 

bright light that can be aimed in different directions and that 
is used to find people or things in the dark 
search party noun. pi ~ parties [count] : an organized 
group of people who are looking for someone or something 
that is missing ■ If the hikers don’t return by tomorrow, a 
search party will be sent out. 

search warrant noun, pi ~ -rants [count] : a legal docu¬ 
ment that gives the police permission to search a place for 
evidence 

sealing /'sirii]/ adi [more most ~] 

1 : very hot ■ the searing heat of the fire 

2 ; extremely intense, severe, etc. ■ She felt a. searing pain in 
her foot. ■ (chiefly US) It was a searing experience. 

3 of writing or speech : very strong and critical ■ a searing re¬ 
view ■ She made/launched a searing attack on her political 
enemies. 

— sear-ing-ly adv ■ searingly hot food 

Sea Salt noun [noncount] : a type of salt that is made from 
seawater and is used in cooking 
sea*SCape /'si:,skeip/ noun, pi -scapes [count] : a picture 
or painting of the sea » an artist known for her seascapes 
sea*shell /'si.Jel/ noun, pi -shells [count]: the hard, emp¬ 
ty shell of a small sea creature (such as a clam) ■ She collects 
seashells. 

sea-shore /'sFjoa 1 / noun 

the seashore : the land along the edge of the sea that is usu¬ 
ally covered with sand or rocks ■ They built a house near 
the seashore. 


— seashore adj, always used before a noun • the seashore 
ecosystem 

sea'Sick /'si:,sik/ adj [more most ~] : feeling sick be¬ 
cause of the movement of a boat or ship that you are travel¬ 
ing on ■ The storm/waves made her seasick. 

— sea-sick*ness noun [noncount] ■ The medicine prevents 
seasickness. 

1 seaside /'si:,said/ adj, always used before a noun : located 
in the area near the sea ■ a seaside hotel ■ a quaint seaside 
town/community 
2 seaside noun 

the seaside chiefly Brit : the areas or towns along or near 
the sea ■ a trip to the seaside 
1 sea-son /'siizp/ noun, pi -sons 

1 [count]: one of the four periods (spring, summer, autumn, 
and winter) into which the year is commonly divided ■ 
Spring is my favorite season (of the year). • I enjoy watching 
the seasons change every year. 

2 : a particular period of time during the year: such as a 
[count] : a period of time when a particular sport is being 
played ■ the baseball/football season » The team had a good 
season last year. [=the team played well last year] — see also 
OFF-SEASON, POSTSEASON, PRESEASON b ", a period of 
time when a particular event, process, activity, etc., occurs 
[count] These plants have a short growing season. ■ the breed¬ 
ing/mating season [=the period of time when animals, birds, 
etc., are mating] ■ the Christmas season • (US) the holiday 
season [=the time from late November through January 
when several holidays (such as Christmas, Hanukkah, and 
New Year’s Eve) happen] [noncount] The article talks about 
ways to stay healthy during flu season. [=the time of year, 
and especially the winter, when many people get influenza 
and other mild illnesses] ■ June marks the beginning of tour¬ 
ist season. [=the time when many people go to visit places as 
tourists] ■ During peak season [=the time when tourists visit 
the most], the island is very crowded. C [count, noncount] 

: a period of time when people are legally allowed to hunt, 
fish, etc. ■ Deer season starts next week. ■ lobster season ■ 
hunting/fishing season — see also open season d [count, 
noncount] : the time of the year during which something 
grows and can be harvested ■ blueberry season e : a time of 
the year during which a particular type of weather usually 
happens [count] the hot/dry/rainy season [noncount] Mon¬ 
soon season is coming soon, f [singular] : a time of the year 
when a new fashion, color, hair style, etc., is popular ■ This 
season’s fashions are very feminine. ■ Pink is in style this sea¬ 
son. g [noncount] : a period of time when a series of new 
television shows, plays, etc., are being shown or performed ■ 
I can’t wait until the new (television) season starts. ■ The the¬ 
ater company will be putting on plays by Shakespeare this 
season. • one of the shows in the network’s season lineup 

in season/out of season 1 4- When fruits and vegetables 
are in season, it is the time of year when they are being har¬ 
vested and are easily available. When they are out of sea¬ 
son , they are not being harvested in a place near you and 
are more difficult or expensive to get. ■ Strawberries are in 
season. ■ They import asparagus when it is out of season 
here. 2 <- When animals, fish, etc., are in season , it is the 
time of year when they can be legally hunted, caught, etc. 
When they are out of season , they cannot be legally hunt¬ 
ed, caught, etc. ■ Deer may only be hunted in season. • 
That fish is not in season. = That fish is out of season. 
Season’s Greetings — used in writing as a greeting in the 
time of year when Christmas and several other holidays 
happen near each other 
2 season verb -sons; -soned; -son-ing 

1 : to add salt, pepper, spices, etc., to (something) to give it 
more flavor [+ obj] He seasoned the stew, [no obj] Season 
to fasfe. [=add as much seasoning as you like so it tastes 
good to you] 

2 [+ obj] : to make (wood) ready for use by slowly drying it ■ 
You must season the firewood. 

Sea*SOn*able /'skziiabal/ adj, of weather : normal fora cer¬ 
tain time of year ■ We’ve been having seasonable weather. ■ 
These temperatures are seasonable. — opposite unseason¬ 
able 

— sea-son-ably /'skznabli/ adv ■ The weather has been sea¬ 
sonably cool. 

sea-son-al /'si-.znal/ adj 

1 : happening or needed during a particular time of the year 
• The rise in gas prices is seasonal. ■ The store hires seasonal 
workers during the holidays. 
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2 : normal for a certain time of year ■ seasonal decorations ■ 
I have seasonal allergies. 

— sea-son-al-i-ty /iSiiza'ngelati/ noun [noncount] technical ■ 
We tracked the seasonality of rainfall levels. — sea-son- 
al-ly adv ■ The restaurant changes its menu seasonally. 
Seasonal affective disorder noun [noncount] medical 
: an illness that makes people feel sad and tired during the 
winter because there is less light during the day 

seasoned adj 

1 of food : having a lot of spices, herbs, salt, pepper, etc., 
added ■ a highly seasoned stew 

2 always used before a noun : having a lot of experience do¬ 
ing something ■ a seasoned actor/writer/traveler 

3 of wood : dry and ready for use ■ seasoned lumber 
sea*SOn*ing /‘siizpirj/ noun, pi -ings : a substance (such as 

salt, pepper, a spice, or an herb) that is used to add flavor to 
food [count] My favorite seasonings are black pepper and 
oregano, [noncount] Add some seasoning to the marinade. ■ 
The soup needs more seasoning. 
season ticket noun, pi ~~ -ets [count] : a ticket for a cer¬ 
tain place, activity, or series of events (such as sports con¬ 
tests) that you can use many times during a particular period 
of time ■ I have/hold season tickets for our team’s games. ■ I 
get a season ticket for the commuter train from my employ¬ 
er. ■ season ticket holders 
1 seat /'si:t/ noun, pi -seats 

1 [count] : something (such as a chair) that you sit on : a 
place for sitting ■ There were seats for six people at the table. 

■ an uncomfortable bicycle seat ■ a car with leather seats ■ He 
used the box as a seat. ■ He couldn’t find his seat in the con¬ 
cert hall. ■ The city recently built a new 1,000 -seat theater. ■ 
She booked/reserved a seat on the next flight to Rome. ■ 
Please have/take a seat [=please sit down] ■ The teacher 
asked us to take our seats. [=sit down in our usual or as¬ 
signed places] — see picture at bicycle; see also backseat, 

CATBIRD SEAT 

2 a [count] : the part of a chair or other piece of furniture 
that a person sits on ■ The stool's .sea? is broken. ■ The chairs 
have woven seats, b [singular] : the part of a piece of cloth¬ 
ing (such as a skirt or pair of pants) that you sit on — + of m 
You have a tear in the seat of your pants. C [count] some¬ 
what old-fashioned: the part of the body on which you sit ■ I 
fell off the horse and had a sore seat [= bottom ] for weeks. 

3 [count] : an official position within an organization and the 
right to be present when that organization meets ■ The Dem¬ 
ocrats gained two more seats in the last election. ■ She won a 
Senate seat. ■ a seat on the federal court ■ a seat on the board 

■ ( chiefly Brit) He took his seat [=began his official duties as a 
member] in Parliament. 

4 [singular] a : a place or area where a particular activity, 
function, etc., occurs — + of m The university has been a seat 
of learning since the Middle Ages. ■ the part of the brain that 
is the seat of reasoning b : a place (such as a city) where the 
people who run a government, religion, etc., are based — + 
of m the seat of govemment/power ■ The Vatican is the seat of 
the Roman Catholic Church. — see also county seat 

by the seat of your pants : by using your own judgment 
and feelings to deal with each new problem or task with¬ 
out planning, preparation, or help from others ■ He was 
running the company by the seat of his pants. ■ We were fly¬ 
ing by the seat of our pants when we started our business. 
— see also seat-of-the-pants 
get/put bums on seats see s bum 
in the driver’s seat see driver 
on the edge of your seat see 1 edge 
2 seat verb seats; seat-ed; seating [+ obj] 

1 : to give (a person) a place to sit ■ I could seat you here if 
you wish. — often used as (be) seated ■ Please be seated. 
[=please sit down] ■ She was seated in the front row. 

2 : to have enough seats for (a certain number of people) ■ 
The restaurant seats 120 (people). ■ The plans call for a stadi¬ 
um seating 30,000 people. 

Seat belt noun, pi ~~ belts [count] : a strap on a vehicle’s 
seat that holds a person in the seat if there is an accident ■ 
Fasten your seat belt. — see picture at car 
seat-er /*si:ta/ noun, pi -ers [count] : something (such as a 
vehicle) that has a specified number of seats — used in com¬ 
bination ■ Our couch is a thr ee-seater. — see also two- 
seater 

seating /'si-.tii)/ noun, pi -ings 
1 [noncount] : seats or places to sit ■ There won’t be enough 
seating for everyone. ■ The auditorium has seating for 400. ■ 


There is additional seating on the deck. ■ The auditorium has 
a seating capacity of 400. ■ Here is the seating arrangement/ 
plan [=a plan that shows where people should sit] for our 
wedding reception. 

2 [count] : a scheduled time when people are allowed into a 
performance, a meal, etc. * There are two searings for tea. ■ 
We bought tickets for the 5:30 seating of the show, 
seat-mate /'si:t,meit/ noun, pi -mates [count] US : a per¬ 
son who sits next to you in a bus, airplane, etc. • My seatmate 
on the flight to Rome was very friendly. 

Seat—of—the—pants adj, always used before a noun, chiefly 
US : done or made by using your own judgment and feelings 
without planning, preparation, or help from others ■ It was a 
seat-of-the-pants decision. 

Sea turtle noun, pi ~~ turtles [count]: a type of large turtle 
that lives in the sea 

Sea urchin noun, pi ~~ -chins [count] : a small sea animal 
that lives on the ocean floor and is covered in sharp spines 
Sea-wall /'si:,wa:l/ noun, pi -walls [count] : a wall built to 
keep sea waves from coming up onto land 
sea-ward /'siiwa’d/ also sea-wards /'si:wa‘dz/ adv : to¬ 
ward the sea ■ We drifted seaward. ■ She gazed seaward. 

— seaward adj, always used before a noun ■ the seaward 
slope of the mountain 

sea-wa-ter /'sfciwcuta/ noun [noncount] : water in or from 
the sea 

Sea-weed /'si:,wi:d/ noun, pi -weeds [count, noncount] : a 
type of plant that grows in the sea 
Sea-WOr-thy Ai^wa-di/ adj [more most ~] : fit or safe to 
travel on the sea ■ a seaworthy ship — compare airworthy, 

ROADWORTHY 

— sea-wor-thi-ness /'si^wadinas/ noun [noncount] ■ He 
doubted the ship’s seaworthiness. 

se-ba-ceous /si'beijas/ adj, always used before a noun, bi¬ 
ology : producing an oily substance in the body ■ sebaceous 
glands 

1 Sec abbr 1 second, seconds ■ 2 min, 45 sec 2 section ■ Sec 2, 
Row K., Seat 45 3 Sec. secretary ■ Sec. of Internal Affairs 
2 sec /'sek/ noun [ singular] informal: a very brief time : sec¬ 
ond • Wait just a sec. 

SEC abbr, US Securities and Exchange Commission The 
Securities and Exchange Commission is a part of the U.S. 
federal government that enforces laws about securities like 
stocks. 

sec-a-teurs Aseks'taz/ noun [plural] Brit : pruning 
shears 

se-cede /si*si:d/ verb -cedes; -ced-ed; -ced-ing [no obj] 

: to separate from a nation or state and become independent 

■ South Carolina seceded from the Union in 1860. 
se-ces-sion /si'sejan/ noun, pi -sions [count] : the act of 

separating from a nation or state and becoming independent 

■ the secession of the Southern states 
se-ces-sion-ist /si'se/dnist/ noun, pi -ists [count] : a per¬ 
son who thinks that a nation, state, etc., should separate 
from another and become independent 

se-clude /si'klu:d/ verb -eludes; -clud-ed; -clud-ing [+ 
obj] : to keep (someone) away from other people ■ He seclud¬ 
ed himself in his room to study for the exam. 

Secluded adj [more —; most ~] 

1 : hidden from view : private and not used or seen by many 
people ■ a secluded beach ■ We looked for a secluded spot in 
the park to have our picnic. 

2 : placed apart from other people ■ She led a secluded [-sol- 
itaty] life on the family farm. 

se-clu-sion /si*klu: 3 an/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the act of placing or keeping someone away from other 
people : the act of secluding someone ■ the seclusion of wom¬ 
en that occurs in some countries 

2 : the state of being away from other people : a secluded 
state or condition ■ I enjoyed the seclusion of the island. • Af¬ 
ter his wife died he lived in seclusion. [=he lived by himself 
and kept away from other people] 

1 sec-Ofld /'sekand/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 a : occupying the number two position in a series ■ We sat 
in the second row. ■ the second house on the left • the au¬ 
thor’s second novel ■ B is the second letter in the alphabet. ■ 
That’s the second time I’ve seen him today. ■ The office is on 
the second floor. [=(US) the floor just above the lowest floor, 
(Brit) the floor that is two floors above the lowest floor] b 
: next to the first in importance or rank ■ Chocolate is my 
first choice; vanilla is my second choice. ■ I won second prize. 
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second ■ second-class 


C : another of the same kind ■ They needed a second car. 
[=they needed two cars] ■ The chair needs a second coat of 
paint. ■ The word has a second meaning. [=the word has two 
meanings] ■ She took a second helping [=she took another 
serving] of carrots. ■ English as a second language [=a lan¬ 
guage that you learn in addition to the language you first 
learned when you were a young child] ■ I could have fired 
him, but I gave him a second chance. [=1 gave him another 
chance] ■ I recommend you get a second opinion. [=advice 
from another doctor to make sure the first advice is right] ■ 
He passed her by without (giving her) a second glance. [=he 
didn’t notice her] ■ She liked the house enough to give it a 
second look. [=she looked at the house again] 

2 — used to refer to the forward gear or speed of a vehicle 
that is next to the lowest forward gear ■ You should put the 
car in second gear when you go up the hill. — sometimes 
used figuratively ■ The movie never really gets out of second 
gear. ■ The program is shifting into second gear now that all 
the proposals have been approved. 

3 : having or playing the part in a group of instruments that 
is one level lower than the first ■ She plays second violin in 
the city orchestra. — see also play second fiddle at 1 FIDDLE 
every second — used to indicate how often a repeated ac¬ 
tivity happens or is done ■ We elect a mayor every second 
year. [=in alternate years; every other year] 

second only to : only less important than (something or 
someone) ■ Rice is second only to com as the state’s major 
crop. 

second to none see 'none 

2 second adv 

1 : in a position that only comes after one other in time, or¬ 
der, or importance ■ The university ranks second in the na¬ 
tion. ■ This is the second most common error made by job 
applicants. ■ Milan is Italy’s second largest city. ■ I placed/fin¬ 
ished second in the race. = (US) I came in second in the race. 
= (Brit) I came second in the race. ■ The misspelled word is in 
the second to last paragraph. [=in the paragraph that comes 
just before the last one] — see also SECOND best 

2 — used to introduce a statement that is the second in a se¬ 
ries of statements ■ It’s pointless to plan a trip—first, we can't 
afford one, and second , we don’t have time to take one. 

3 second noun, pi -onds 

1 [singular] : something that is second : the second thing in a 
series ■ His birthday is on the second of June. [=on June 2] ■ 
The win was his second of the year. — see also a close second 
at 2 close 

2 seconds [plural] : another serving of food taken after you 
are finished with the first serving ■ Who wants seconds ? 

3 [ singular] : a statement made to support or approve a mo¬ 
tion in a meeting ■ There’s been a motion to vote on the pro¬ 
posal. Do I hear a second 7 

4 [count] : a product that is cheaper than normal because it 
is damaged or imperfect — usually plural ■ These curtains 
are seconds. ■ The store sells factory seconds. 

5 [noncount] : the forward gear or speed in a vehicle that is 
one speed higher than first gear ■ Put the car/bicycle in sec¬ 
ond when you go up the hill. 

6 [count] Brit : an undergraduate degree of the second high¬ 
est level from a British university ■ He took/received a sec¬ 
ond in history. 

7 [noncount] baseball : second base ■ He stole second. • 
There’s a runner on second. 

8 [count] : a person whose job is to help someone who is 
fighting in a boxing match or duel 

- compare 4 second 
4 second noun, pi -onds [count] 

1 a : a unit of time that is equal to ‘/6o of a minute ■ There 
was a delay of several seconds. ■ a 30 -second TV commercial ■ 
phone lines transmitting data at 1,200 bits per second ■ The 
sound came on for a second or two and then went off again, 
b informal: a very brief period of time ■ For a second (there) 

1 thought you were kidding. ■ This will (just/only) take a sec¬ 
ond. ■ I’ll be back in a second. [=I’ll be back very soon] ■ I 
can’t come right this second. [=at this very moment] ■ “Did 
you enjoy her visit?” “I enjoyed every second." [=1 enjoyed 
the entire visit] ■ I expect her back any second now. [=very 
soon] ■ It could happen at any second. [=at any time] — see 
also SPLIT SECOND 

2 technical : one of 60 equal parts into which a minute can 
be divided for measuring angles ■ 40 degrees, 27 minutes, and 
45 seconds 

just a second see 2 just 


just this second see 2 just 

— compare 3 second 

5 second verb seoonds; seoond-ed; sec-ond-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 a : to approve (something, such as a motion) during a 
meeting so that discussion or voting can begin ■ I would like 
to second the motion to adjourn, b informal : to agree with 
(a suggestion or statement) ■ “Let’s call it a day." “I’ll second 
that.” 

2 /si'kaind/ Brit : to move (someone) from a regular job to a 
different place, department, etc., for a short period of time 

— usually used as (be) seconded ■ She was seconded to the 
Birmingham office for six months. 

— sec»ond*er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ Nomination forms 
must be signed by a nominator and a seconder. 

1 sec»ond«ary /'sekon^eri, Brit 'sckandri/ adj 

1 : not as important or valuable as something else ■ Winning 
is secondary —we play for the fun of the sport. ■ There are 
some secondary issues/considerations which must be taken 
into account as well. ■ secondary goals ■ I want a car that’s re¬ 
liable; the color is of secondary importance. ■ The secondary 
roads are indicated on the map with a green line. — often + 
to ■ In some children’s books, the text is secondary to the il¬ 
lustrations. — compare primary, tertiary 

2 : of or relating to education of students who have complet¬ 
ed primary school ■ This job requires at least a secondary 
[=high school] education. ■ a secondary English textbook 

— see also secondary school 

3 : caused by or coming from something else ■ a secondary 
infection ■ Better gas mileage is a secondary benefit of re¬ 
duced speed limits. ■ The biography uses mostly secondary 
sources. I=information that did not come from original/pri¬ 
mary sources but came from research done by others] 

— sec-ond*ari-ly /(Sckan'derali/ adv ■ The building plan¬ 
ners are only secondarily concerned with accessibility. 

Secondary noun, pi -aries [count] American football : the 
players on the defense who are positioned away from the 
line of scrimmage and who mainly try to stop forward passes 
by the offense ■ The team has a strong secondary. 
Secondary color noun, pi ~ -ors [count] : a color (such 
as green, orange, or purple) that is formed by mixing two 
primary colors 

secondary school noun, pi ~ schools [count] 

1 US : HIGH SCHOOL 1 ■ a job that requires at least a second¬ 
ary school education 

2 Brit : a school for children between the ages of 11 and 16 
or 18 — compare primary school 

second banana noun, pi ~ -nanas [count] US, informal 
: a someone who is not as important or powerful as another 
person ■ an actor who always plays (the) second banana to 
some big star — compare top banana 
Second base noun [singular] baseball: the base that must 
be touched second by a base runner ■ He slid into second 
base:, also : the position of the player who defends the area 
near second base ■ He used to play second base for the Red 
Sox. — compare first base, home plate, third base 
second baseman noun, pi ~ -men [count] baseball : the 
player who defends the area near second base : the fielder 
who plays second base 

Second best noun [noncount] : something that is good but 
not the best ■ He won't settle for second best, 
come off second best chiefly Brit : to finish in second place 
: to fail to win ■ Our team came off second best. 

— sec-ond—best /,sek3nd'best/ adj, always used before a 
noun ■ We were seated at the second-best table. ■ He was 
considered the team’s second-best pitcher. 

Second childhood noun [noncount] : a time when an old 
person whose mind is failing begins to behave like a child 
again * an old man going through his second childhood 
second class noun 

1 [noncount] a : a level of service on a train, ship, etc., that 
is just below first class ■ The airline offers special services for 
travelers in first and second class, b : a class of mail in the 
U.S. that includes newspapers, magazines, etc. C : a class of 
mail in the UK that costs less and takes longer to arrive than 
first class 

2 [singular] Brit : an undergraduate degree of the second 
highest level given by a British university ■ She got an upper 
second class in English at Oxford. 

second-class adj 

1 : of or relating to second class ■ a second-class seat ■ 
second-class postage 
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2 a : not given the same rights or treatment as the rest of the 
people in a society ■ They complained that they were being 
treated like second-class citizens. [=being treated as if they 
were less important and deserving of respect than other peo¬ 
ple] b : not of the best quality ■ They received second-class 
treatment. ■ a second-class mind/intellect 

— second-class adv ■ She always travels second-class. 
Second Coming noun 

the Second Coming : the time when Christians believe that 
Jesus Christ will return to judge humanity at the end of the 
world 

second cousin noun, pi ~ -sins [count] : a child of your 
parent’s cousin ■ Susan is my second cousin. — compare 
FIRST COUSIN 

Second—degree adj, always used before a noun 

1 US, of a crime : of a level of seriousness that is less than 
first-degree : deserving punishment but not the most severe 
punishment ■ second-degree assault/murder 

2 : causing a moderate level of injury ■ He received/suffered 
second-degree bums. ■ a second-degree concussion — com¬ 
pare FIRST-DEGREE, THIRD-DEGREE 

— second degree noun [singular] US • He was charged 
with assault in the second degree. 

sec*ond—guess Asekand'ges/ verb -guess*es; 

-guessed; -guessring [+ obf] 

1 US : to criticize or question the actions or decisions of 
someone ■ Don’t second-guess the umpire. = Don't second- 
guess the umpire’s decision. 

2 : to try to guess or predict what (someone or something) 
will do ■ He gave up trying to second-guess the stock market. 

— sec*ond-guess*er noun, pi -ers [count] chiefly US ■ He 
received criticism from second-guessers in the media. 

sec-ond-hand /'sekand'haend/ adj 

1 a : having had a previous owner : used ■ He buys second¬ 
hand CDs. ■ a dealer in secondhand furniture b : buying or 
selling things that have already been owned or used ■ He’s al¬ 
ways haunting the secondhand shops for bargains. ■ a second¬ 
hand bookstore 

2 : not original : taken from someone who was not directly 
involved ■ secondhand information/reports — compare 

FIRSTHAND 

— secondhand adv • She buys all her clothes secondhand. • 
I heard about the news secondhand. 

second hand noun, pi ~ hands [count] : the hand that 
marks the seconds on a watch or clock — compare hour 
HAND, MINUTE HAND 

Secondhand smoke noun [ noncount\ : smoke from a 
cigarette, cigar, pipe, etc., that can be inhaled by people who 
are near the person who is smoking 
second-in-command noun, pi seconds-in-com- 
mand [count] : someone who is ranked second in a group or 
organization ■ He served as second-in-command to the sher¬ 
iff. ■ the police chiefs second-in-command 
second lieutenant noun, pi ~ -ants [count] : an officer 
in the U.S. Army, Air Force, or Marine Coips who ranks be¬ 
low a first lieutenant 

seC'Ond'ly /'sekandli/ adv — used to introduce a statement 
that is the second statement in a series ■ I'm moving because, 
for one thing, my apartment is too small, and, secondly , I 
found one closer to my job. — compare firstly, thirdly 
se-cond-ment /si'ka.ndmant/ noun [noncount] Brit : a pe¬ 
riod of time when you are away from your regular job while 
you do another job ■ She returned to London after her se¬ 
condment in/to Birmingham. 

Second nature noun [noncount] : something you can do 
easily or without much thought because you have done it 
many times before ■ After a while, using the gearshift be¬ 
comes second nature. 

Second person noun [ noncount] 

1 grammar : a set of words or forms (such as pronouns or 
verb forms) that refer to the person that the speaker or writ¬ 
er is addressing — often used before another noun ■ “You" is 
the second person singular and plural pronoun in English. 

2 : a writing style that uses second person pronouns and 
verbs ■ The author begins the story in the second person with 
the sentence “You open the door and step into the room.” 

— compare first person, third person 
sec»ond—rate /.stkand'reit/ adj : not very good : of ordi¬ 
nary or inferior quality ■ a second-rate education ■ The meal 
was only second-rate. 

seC»Ond—String /,sek3nd'stnT)/ adj, always used before a 
noun, chiefly US, sports : not used as one of the regular play¬ 


ers on a team ■ a second-string quarterback — compare 
FIRST-STRING 

- second stringer noun, pi — ers [count] chiefly US 
second thought noun, pi ~ thoughts [count] : a feeling 

of guilt, doubt, worry, etc., that you have after you have de¬ 
cided to do something or after something has happened ■ Af¬ 
ter she agreed to lend him the money, she had second 
thoughts. • She was having second thoughts about getting 
married. • They throw away perfectly good food without (so 
much as) a second thought [=without worrying about it] ■ 
Don’t give a second thought to [=don’t worry about] that 
broken vase. ■ He hardly gave It a second thought 
on second thought (US) or Brit on second thoughts : af¬ 
ter thinking about something again ■ On second thought , I 
think I’ll go after all. 

Second wind noun [singular] : a feeling of new energy that 
allows you to continue to do something after you had begun 
to feel tired ■ The sight of the finish line gave the runnere a 
second wind. ■ He suddenly got his second wind and was able 
to complete the project on time. 
se»Cre*Cy /'siikrasi/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the act of keeping information secret ■ She swore him to 
secrecy. [=made him promise to keep a secret] 

2 : the quality or state of being hidden or secret ■ The project 
was cloaked/shrouded in secrecy. [=the true nature of the 
project was kept secret] 

1 se»Cret /'si:krat/ adj 

1 : kept hidden from others : known to only a few people * 
the robbers’ secret hideout ■ a secret compartment/passage/ 
cave ■ a secret formula/ingredient ■ Her secret wish is to be¬ 
come a senator. ■ The message was written in secret code. ■ I 
don’t know the secret password. ■ He was sent on a secret 
mission. ■ They engaged in secret negotiations with the ene¬ 
my. ■ She tried to keep her marriage secret. ■ She has a secret 
admirer. [=someone admires her but she does not know who 
it is] ■ She has a secret lover. [=a lover that no one else knows 
about] — see also secret agent, secret police, secret 

SERVICE, TOP SECRET 

2 [more most ~]: keeping information hidden from oth¬ 
ers : secretive ■ They’ve been very secret about their plans. 

— se-cretriy adv ■ She wrote to him secretly. ■ He was secret¬ 
ly delighted by their decision. ■ They got married secretly. 

2 secret noun, pi -crets [count] 

1 : a fact or piece of information that is kept hidden from 
other people ■ Don’t tell him about the party—it’s a secret. • 
I’m going to tell you a secret , but you have to promise not to 
tell anyone else. ■ They’re getting married. The secret is out. 
[=everyone now knows that they’re getting married] ■ He 
knows how to keep a secret [=if you tell him a secret he 
won’t tell it to anyone else] ■ Tliis wine may be Italy’s best- 
kept secret [=something very good that not many people 
know about] ■ It’s no secret [=many people know] that he 
has connections to the Mafia. ■ I’ll let you in on a (little) se¬ 
cret [=I’U tell you a secret] ■ The report disclosed the compa¬ 
ny’s dirty little secret [=something bad that the company 
does not want people to know] ■ Don’t worry. Your secret is 
safe with me. [=1 won’t tell anyone your secret] — see also 

TRADE SECRET 

2 : a special or unusual way of doing something to achieve a 
good result ■ You always look great. What’s your secret ? ■ She 
shared her beauty secrets with the group. ■ The secret to/of a 
good sauce is the base. ■ What is the secret to your succesdl 
[=why are you so successful?] 

3 : something that cannot be explained ■ the secrets of the 
universe ■ one of nature’s greatest secrets 

in secret: in a private place or manner ■ They met in secret. 
[=secretly] 

make no secret of : to show or express (something) openly 
: to not try to hide (something) • She made no secret of her 
dislike for him. 

secret agent noun, pi ~ agents [count] : a person who 
tries to get secret information about another country, gov¬ 
ernment, etc. ■ He was accused of being a secret agent for a 
foreign government. 

sec-re-tar-i-at Asekra'terijat/ noun, pi -ats [count] : a de¬ 
partment in a governmental organization that is headed by a 
secretary or a secretary-general ■ the United Nations secre¬ 
tariat 

Sec»re»tarv /‘sekra.teri, Brit 'sekratri/ noun, pi -tarries 
[count] 

1 ; a person whose job is to handle records, letters, etc., for 
another person in an office ■ You can set up an appointment 
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with my secretary. ■ He works as a legal secretary. ■ She is our 
executive/administrative secretary. [=a secretary with some 
management duties] — see also press secretary 

2 : a person in a club or other organization who is in charge 
of keeping letters and records ■ He was the club’s secretary. 

3 a US : an official who is selected by the President and is in 
charge of a particular department of the government ■ the 
Secretary of Commerce > the Treasury Secretary b Brit : a 
government official who helps a minister, an ambassador, 
etc. ■ He is a junior secretary at the embassy, c Brit: secre¬ 
tary of state 2 — see also foreign secretary 

— sec-redard-al /isekra'terijal/ adj* secretarial duties 
Secretary-General noun, pi Secretaries-General 

[count] : an official who is in charge of an organization ■ the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations 
Secretary of State noun, pi Secretaries of State 
[count] 

1 : the head of the U.S. government department that is in 
charge of how the country relates to and deals with foreign 
countries ■ The President appointed the Secretary of State. 

2 : the head of one of several important departments of the 
British government ■ the Secretary of State for Home Affairs 

1 se«crete /si'krrt/ verb -cretes; -cret-ed; -cret-lng [+ obj] 
biology : to produce and give off (a liquid) ■ glands that se¬ 
crete saliva — compare 2 secrete 
2 secrete verb -cretes; -creted; -creting [+ obj] somewhat 
formal : to put (something) in a hidden place ■ He secreted 
[=hid] the money under the mattress. — compare 1 secrete 
se*cre*tion /si'krir/an/ noun, pi -tions biology 

1 [noncount] : the production of a liquid by part of a plant or 
animal ■ the secretion of stomach acids ■ insulin secretion 

2 [count] : a substance produced and given off by a plant or 
animal part > gastric secretions ■ root secretions that repel in¬ 
sects 

se-cre-tive /'siikrativ/ adj [more most ~] : not letting 
people see or know what you are doing or thinking : tending 
to act in secret ■ a highly secretive organization ■ He’s very se¬ 
cretive about his work. 

— se-credlve-ness noun [noncount] 
secret police noun 

the secret police : a police organization that is run by a 
government and that operates in a secret way to control 
the actions of people who oppose the government 

secret service noun 

1 the Secret Service : a U.S. government department in 
charge of protecting elected leaders of the U.S. and visiting 
leaders 

2 [singular] : a government department that protects a coun¬ 
try’s secrets and obtains secret information about other 
countries ■ the British secret service 

sect /'sekt/ noun, pi sects [count] 

1 : a religious group that is a smaller part of a larger group 
and whose members all share similar beliefs ■ Buddhist sects • 
a sect of Judaism 

2 : a religious or political group that is connected to a larger 
group but that has beliefs that differ greatly from those of 
the main group ■ a fundamentalist Christian sect ■ radical 
Muslim sects 

sec-tar*i-an /sek'terijan/ adj : relating to religious or polit¬ 
ical sects and the differences between them > sectarian move¬ 
ments > The country was split along sectarian lines. ■ sectari¬ 
an violence 

— secdard-andsm /sek'terija^uzam/ noun [noncount] • 
The country was split by sectarianism. 

1 section /‘sek/an/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] a : one of the parts that form something ■ the up¬ 
per section of the bridge • This section of the road is closed, 
b : a particular area that is part of a larger place • the frozen 
food section in the supermarket ■ the library’s reference sec¬ 
tion > the Crown Heights section of Brooklyn ■ Do you want 
to sit in the nonsmoking section? c : a part of a newspaper, 
play, book, etc. ■ Can I see the sports section (of the newspa¬ 
per)? ■ The dictionary includes a section on signs and sym¬ 
bols. > Section 1123 of the bankruptcy code d : a part of a 
group of people * ads that target one section of the popula¬ 
tion ■ He had his own cheering section in the stands. [=his 
own group of people who were cheering for him] 

2 [count] : one of several parts made so that something can 
be put together easily > The siding comes in five-foot sections. 

3 [count] : a part of a band or orchestra that has instruments 
of a particular kind ■ the brass section ■ the rhythm section 

4 [count] US : one of the parts of an orange, grapefruit, or 


similar fruit that can be easily separated from each other ■ a 
section of grapefruit — see color picture on page C5 

5 [count] medical: a layer cut from a part of the body ■ He 
examined tissue sections of the brain under a microscope. 

— see also cesarean section 

6 a [noncount] : a diagram showing how something would 
look if it was cut from the top to the bottom : cross sec¬ 
tion ■ a drawing of a ship In section b [count] mathematics 
: a shape that is made when a line cuts through a solid figure 
■ a conical section 

7 [count] US : a piece of land that is one mile wide and one 
mile long 

2 sectlon verb -tions; -tioned; -tiondng [+ obj] 

1 : to divide (something) into parts ■ Peel and section the or¬ 
ange. ■ Section the chicken and marinate the parts. 

2 Brit : to officially send (a mentally ill person) to a psychiat¬ 
ric hospital ■ She was sectioned by the judge. 

section off [phrasal verb] section (something) off or section 
off (something) : to separate (an area) from a larger area ■ 
Part of the field was sectioned off for parking. 

1 seC'tiorval /'sekjanl/ adj 

1 : showing how something would look if it were cut from 
the top to the bottom ■ a sectional drawing/view of a ship 

2 : concerned only with one part of a group or community ■ 
sectional [=(more commonly) local] interests ■ sectional con¬ 
flict 

3 : made up of sections that can be put together or taken 
apart easily ■ sectional shelving 

2 sectional noun, pi -als [count] US : a type of long seat 
(called a sofa) that has three or more separate sections ■ a 
leather sectional — called also sectional sofa 
seC"tion*aMsm /'sekjanajizam/ noun [noncount] chiefly 
US : a tendency to be more concerned with the interests of 
your particular group or region than with the problems and 
interests of the larger group, country, etc. ■ a nation divided 
by sectionalism 

sec-tor /•sekta*-/ noun, pi -tors [count] 

1 : an area of an economy : a part of an economy that in¬ 
cludes certain kinds of jobs ■ the industrial/agricultural/ser¬ 
vice sector — see also private sector, public sector 

2 : an area for which someone (such as a military command¬ 
er) is responsible ■ He was assigned to the northern sector. 

3 computers : one of the parts that a computer disk is divid¬ 
ed into ■ Data is stored on the disk in 512-byte sectors. 

4 geometry : an area in a circle that lies between two straight 
lines drawn from the center of the circle to the edge of the 
circle ■ a 90-degree sector 

sec«U'lar /'sekjal &l adj 

1 a [more most ~] : not spiritual : of or relating to the 
physical world and not the spiritual world ■ secular concerns 
b : not religious ■ secular music ■ a secular society ■ Both sec¬ 
ular and religious institutions can apply for the funds, c 
: of, relating to, or controlled by the government rather than 
by the church : civil ■ secular courts 

2 — used to describe a member of the clergy who lives in or¬ 
dinary society and not in a monastery ■ a secular priest 

secular humanism noun [noncount] chiefly US : human¬ 
ism; especially : humanism viewed as a system of values and 
beliefs that are opposed to the values and beliefs of tradition¬ 
al religions 

- secular humanist noun, pi ~ -Ists [count] 
sec*U*lar*ism /'sekja^nzam/ noun [noncount] : the belief 

that religion should not play a role in government, educa¬ 
tion, or other public parts of society 

— sec-u-lar-ist /'sekjalanst/ noun, pi -Ists [count] 
-secularist or sec-udardsdic /.sekjab'nstik/ adj 
[more most —] ■ the more secularist wing of the party ■ a 
secularistic view 

seC’U'lar*ize also Brit sec-udardse /'sekj3l3,raiz/ verb 
-iz»es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to take religion out of (something) : to make (something) 
secular > attempts to secularize the government ■ a secular¬ 
ized society 

2 : to transfer the ownership or control of (something) from 
a religious organization to the state ■ The government secu¬ 
larized the hospital. 

- sec-u-lar-i-za-tion also Brit sec-udard-sadion 

/,sekj3l3r3'zeijan, Brit ,sekj 3l3,rai'zeiJan/ noun [noncount] 
1 se»cure /si'kja--/ adj se-cur-er; -est [or more most —] 

1 a : protected from danger or harm ■ We need to make our 
network more secure against attacks by hackers. > The chil¬ 
dren were safe and secure in their beds. ■ A safe is provided 
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to keep your valuables secure from potential thieves, b 
: providing protection from danger or harm ■ You should 
store your valuables in a secure place. ■ How secure is your 
front door? C : guarded so that no one can enter or leave 
without approval • You are now entering a secure area. ■ 
(< chiefly Brit ) a secure unit for young offenders 

2 : feeling safe and free from worries or doubt: confident 

■ I’m feeling secure about my place in the company. ■ I was 
secure in the belief/knowledge that I had done all I could. [=1 
felt confident because I believed/knew that I had done all I 
could] ■ They are financially secure. [=they have enough 
money to live on; they do not have to worry about money] 

— opposite INSECURE 

3 a : firmly attached ■ Is that shelf secure ? ■ Make sure the 
door is secure. [=shut tightly] b : in a firm position that pre¬ 
vents unwanted movement ■ a secure grip ■ secure footing C 
: not in danger of being lost or taken away ■ The company 
has established a secure foothold in the market. • He believes 
his job is secure. ■ a secure investment ■ They didn’t begin to 
celebrate until they knew their victory was secure. 

4 : known only to certain people ■ You can access your bank 
account online using a secure [^secret] password. 

2 secure verb -cures; -cured; -cur-ing [+ obj] somewhat for¬ 
mal 

1 a : to make (something) safe by guarding or protecting it ■ 
Police secured the building. ■ We must secure the country’s 
borders, b : to put (something) in a place or position so 
that it will not move ■ Secure your belongings under the seat. 

■ secure a child safety seat ■ The metal rod is secured (in 
place) with a pin. ■ The seat is secured to the base by three 
screws. 

2 : to make (something) certain • She scored a goal to secure 
the team’s victory. ■ She secured the zoo’s future with a 
handsome bequest. 

3 : to guarantee that (an amount owed) will be paid usually 
by offering your property if you cannot pay ■ He secured a 
loan using his house as collateral. 

4 : to get (something) by using effort: obtain ■ We secured 
permission to visit the school. • I secured a place in the final 
round. ■ He secured a position with the insurance company. ■ 
He secured her release. 

Se*CUre>ly /si'kjali/ adv [more most ~] 

1 : not loosely : so as not to move or be removed : firmly ■ 
He made sure the balloon was securely fastened to his little 
girl’s wrist. • Tie the boat securely to the dock. ■ Place your 
items securely in the overhead bins. 

2 a : so as not to be found ■ The jewels were securely [=spfe- 
ly\ hidden, b : in a manner that prevents secret information 
from being seen by others ■ insuring that everyone can vote 
securely ■ You can shop and bank securely on the Internet. 

se«CU«ri»ty /si'kjarati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] a : the state of being protected or safe from 
harm ■ We must insure our national security. — often used 
before another noun ■ an electronic security system ■ random 
security checks ■ security measures b : things done to make 
people or places safe ■ The college failed to provide adequate 
security on campus after dark. ■ increased security at airports 

■ There was a lapse in security and the inmates escaped. C 
: the area in a place (such as an airport) where people are 
checked to make sure they are not carrying weapons or oth¬ 
er illegal materials ■ We have to go through security at the 
airport, d : the part of a company or other organization 
that provides protection for workers, equipment, etc. ■ We 
called security when we found the door open. 

2 [noncount]: the state of being closely watched or guarded ■ 
The meeting was held under tight security. ■ The prisoner was 
being kept under maximum security. 

3 [ noncount ] : the state of being free from anxiety or worry 
: the state of being or feeling secure ■ financial security ■ She 
is concerned about job security. [=about the possibility of 
losing her job] ■ I like the security of knowing there will be 
someone there to help me when I need help. ■ Growing up in 
a close family gave her a sense of security. 

4 [count] a : something given as proof of a promise to make 
a payment later ■ security for a loan b : a document show¬ 
ing that someone owns or has invested in a company, organi¬ 
zation, etc. ■ government securities 

- see also social security 

Security blanket noun, pi ~~ -kets [count] : a blanket that 
is carried by a child because it makes the child feel safe — 
often used figuratively ■ The job was her security blanket. 
[=the job was the thing that made her feel safe and secure] 


security deposit noun, pi -its [count] : an amount of 
money that you pay when you begin to rent property (such 
as an apartment) and that can be used to pay for any damage 
that you cause to the property 

security guard noun, pi guards [count] : a person 
whose job is to guard a place (such as a store or museum) 
and make sure the people and things in it are not harmed 
security risk noun, pi ~ risks [count] 

1 : someone who could damage an organization by giving 
information to an enemy or competitor • We can’t let him 
see this information—he’s a security risk. 

2 : someone or something that is a risk to safety ■ Any pack¬ 
age left unattended will be deemed a security risk. 

se*dan /si'dsen/ noun, pi -dans [count] US : a car that has 
four doors and that has room for four or more people — 
called also (Brit) saloon, (Brit) saloon car, see picture at car; 
compare coupe 

sedan chair noun, pi ~~ chairs [count] : a covered chair 
that is carried on poles by two people and that was used in 
the past for carrying a passenger through the streets of a city 
1 Se«date /si'deit I adj [more most ~] 

1 : slow and relaxed ■ We walked the beach at a sedate pace. 

2 : quiet and peaceful: calm ■ a sedate neighborhood/town 
■ the sedate countryside ■ He remained sedate under pres¬ 
sure. ■ a sedate horse 

2 sedate verb -dates; -dat*ed; -dat-ing [+ obj] : to give (a 
person or animal) drugs that cause relaxation or sleep • The 
doctor sedated the patient heavily. — often used as (be) se¬ 
dated ■ The patient had to be sedated. • The animal was heavi¬ 
ly sedated during the procedure, 
se-da-tion /si'deijan/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a relaxed, calm, or sleepy condition that results from tak¬ 
ing a drug (called a sedative) ■ Patients are kept under 
(heavy) sedation during the surgery. 

2 : the act of giving a person or animal a drug that causes 
calmness or relaxation ■ For some patients, sedation may be 
necessary. 

sed-a-tive /'scdativ/ noun, pi -tives [count] : a drug that 
calms or relaxes someone ■ The patient was given a powerful 
sedative. — often used before another noun ■ sedative drugs/ 
medicine ■ the sedative effects of the drug 
sed-eri'tary /'sed^teri, Brit 'sedptri/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : doing or involving a lot of sitting : not doing or involving 
much physical activity • Editing the dictionary is a sedentary 
job. ■ The work is very sedentary. ■ Their health problems 
were caused by their sedentary lifestyles/lives. • He became 
sedentary later on in his life. 

2 : staying or living in one place instead of moving to differ¬ 
ent places ■ sedentary birds ■ sedentary tribes/people 

sender or Se-der /'seida 1 / noun, pi -ders [count] : a Jewish 
religious service and dinner that is held on the first or first 
and second evenings of the Passover 
sedge /'secfe/ noun, pi sedg*es [count, noncount] : a plant 
like grass that grows in wet ground or near water 
sed-i-ment /'sedamant/ noun, pi -merits [count, noncount] 

1 : material that sinks to the bottom of a liquid ■ There was a 
layer of sediment in the bottom of the tank. 

2 : material (such as stones and sand) that is carried into wa¬ 
ter by water, wind, etc. 

sed*i«men*ta<ry /^eda'mentari/ adj, technical : made 
from material that sinks to the bottom of a liquid : made 
from sediment ■ sedimentary layers/deposits • Sandstone is a 
sedimentary rock. [=a type of rock formed when sediments 
that were deposited in ancient times were pressed together 
and became hard] 

sed-i-men-ta-tion /,scdaman'teijan/ noun [noncount] 
technical : the natural process in which material (such as 
stones and sand) is carried to the bottom of a body of water 
and forms a solid layer ■ rock formed by sedimentation 
Se*di*tion /si'dijan/ noun [noncount] formal : the crime of 
saying, writing, or doing something that encourages people 
to disobey their government ■ The leaders of the group have 
been arrested and charged with sedition. 

— se-di-tious /si'dijas/ adj [more most ~] ■ He was ar¬ 
rested for making seditious statements, 
se-duce /si'duis ,Brit si'dju.s/ verb -duc»es; -duced; -duc- 
ing [+ obj] 

1 ; to persuade (someone) to have sex with you ■ He tried to 
seduce her. » She was seduced by an older man. 

2 : to persuade (someone) to do something ■ The other team 
seduced him with a better offer. — often + into • He seduced 
people into following him by telling them lies. — often used 
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as (be) seduced ■ The people were seduced into thinking/be¬ 
lieving that he was a prophet. ■ She was seduced ( into acting) 
by thoughts of fame and fortune. ■ He was seduced into a life 
of crime. 

- se-duc-er /si*du:sas Brit si'djuisa/ noun, pi -ers [count] ■ 
the seducer of a young woman 

se-duc*tion /si'dAkJan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : the act of persuading someone to have sex with you 
[count] The book describes his seductions of young women. 
[noncount] a story of seduction 

2 [count] : something that interests and attracts people — 
usually plural ■ Tourists cannot resist the seductions of the is¬ 
land. ■ the seductions of fame and fortune 

Se*dllC*tive /si'dAktiv/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : sexually attractive ■ a seductive woman/smile/voice/dress 

■ He looks seductive. 

2 : making someone do or want something : very attractive ■ 
The idea of moving to New York City is highly/very seduc¬ 
tive. [= tempting] • The wine has a seductive [-alluring] aroma. 

■ the seductive power of advertising 

— se-duc-tive-ly adv ■ She walks/talks seductively. • She 
was dressed seductively. • The desserts sound seductively 
sweet. — se-duc-tive-ness noun [noncount] 

se*duc*tress /si'dAktras/ noun, pi -tress»es [count] : an 
attractive woman who seduces someone 
' see /'si:/ verb sees; saw /'sa:/; seen /'si:n/; see-ing 
Tsiljir)/ 

1 a : to notice or become aware of (someone or something) 
by using your eyes [+ obj] It was so dark that I couldn’t see 
anything. ■ I can’t see a thing without my glasses. ■ Would 
you turn on the light? I can hardly see a thing. ■ Let me see 
what you’re holding in your hand. ■ I saw your sister at the 
party, but I didn’t talk to her. ■ I saw her take the money. ■ 
Nobody saw the accident happen. ■ He was last seen leaving 
his house yesterday morning. ■ This is the prettiest garden 
I’ve ever seen] = I’ve never seen such a pretty garden (be¬ 
fore)! ■ You have to see it to believe it. • “He says he’s com¬ 
ing.” “I’ll believe it when I see it.” ■ It’s nice to see you (look¬ 
ing) so happy! ■ I can see how happy you are. ■ I could see 
(that) she was tired. ■ I see (that) you bought a new car. = 
You bought a new car, I see. ■ This club is the place to be seen 
(at) these days. [=this club is the place where people go to be 
noticed by important or fashionable people] ■ “Have you met 
the new guy yet?” “No, but I’ve seen him around." [=1 have 
noticed him in some of the places I often go to] ■ A mall’s a 
mall. If you’ve seen one, you’ve seen them all. [=all shopping 
malls look the same] [no obj] It was so dark that I couldn’t 
see. ■ He can no longer see to read without his glasses. ■ I 
couldn’t see through/out the foggy window. ■ I can’t see over 
the person in front of me. ■ On a clear day, you can see for 
miles from the top of the mountain. ■ “He broke his leg.” “So 

1 see." [=1 can see that his leg is broken] ■ If you don’t believe 
me, go and see for yourself, b [no obj] : to have the ability 
to see : to have the power of sight ■ She doesn’t/can’t see very 
well. ■ She cannot see. [=she is blind] 

2 : to be or become aware of (something) [+ obj] He saw the 
opportunity and took it. ■ He only sees [=notices] my faults. ■ 
I saw a big difference in her behavior. • It was easy to see that 
she was lying. ■ Can’t you see that he needs help? ■ Anyone 
can see that they’re in love. ■ I can see there has been a mis¬ 
take. ■ I see that the school has raised its tuition again. ■ He 
claims that he can see the future. [=that he knows what will 
happen in the future] ■ I see by/from the newspaper that 
they’ve won the election. ■ Looking at the sales figures, we 
can see a steady rise in profits. ■ Investors never saw this turn 
in the stock market coming. ■ The book’s ending is so pre¬ 
dictable that you can see it coming a mile away/off. [no obj] 
He claims that he can see into the future. ■ As you can see, 
the sales figures show a steady rise in profits. 

3 : to learn or find out (something) especially by looking or 
waiting [+ obj] Please see who’s at the door. ■ It will be inter¬ 
esting to see if the team can pull off a win. ■ I’m not sure if 
I’m going to the party. I have to see how I feel tomorrow. ■ 
You should try on the dress to see if it fits. ■ Can you check to 
see if the car needs oil? ■ She brought the car to a mechanic 
to see what was wrong with it. ■ I’ll see what I can do to help. 

■ We’ll have to see how it goes. • We saw, in the previous lec¬ 
ture, how Newton came up with his theory. ■ He called to see 
if we would be home tonight. ■ I have to wait and see wheth¬ 
er or not I got the job. ■ It remains to be seen [=it is uncer¬ 
tain] whether or not she was lying, [no obj] “Can you fix the 
car?” “I will have to see." ■ “Can I go to the party?” "We’ll 
see." [=maybe, perhaps] ■ Things will get better, you’ll see. 


4 [+ obj] a not used in progressive tenses : to read (something 
written or printed) ■ Have you seen today’s newspaper? ■ I 
saw in the newspaper that the team lost. ■ I need to see your 
license. ■ He posted his journal online for all (the world) to 
see b — used to tell someone where to look for informa¬ 
tion ■ For further information, see Appendix A. ■ See the ex¬ 
planatory notes at the beginning of the book. ■ See [=look] 
below for details. 

5 [+ obj] a : to watch (a television program, movie, etc.) ■ 
Did you see the baseball game (on TV) last night? ■ I saw that 
movie, too. b : to go to and watch (a performance, play, 
event, etc.) ■ We saw the parade. ■ We are seeing a play to¬ 
night. 

6 [no obj] — used in speech to direct someone’s attention to 
something or someone ■ See, I told you it would rain. ■ See, 
the bus is coming. 

7 [+ obj] a : to think of (someone or something) in a certain 
way " Looking back, I see things differently now. ■ I see my¬ 
self to be an understanding person. ■ I see you now for what 
you really are: a liar and cheat. ■ Try to see things from my 
point of view. ■ In order to understand them, you have to see 
the world through their eyes. — often + as ■ She saw herself 
as an independent woman. [=she thought of herself as inde¬ 
pendent] ■ He is seen as one of the best players in baseball. ■ I 
see the job as a great opportunity, b — used to say what 
your opinion is about something ■ “Can we do it?” “I don’t 
see why not ” [=yes, I believe that we can do it] • As I see it 
you have only two choices. • The way he sees it, we should 
be done by Friday. [=he thinks we should be done by Friday] 

8 [+ obj] a : to imagine (someone) as being or doing some¬ 
thing specified ■ Can you really see yourself any happier than 
you are now? ■ I can’t see her becoming a doctor. • I can’t see 
him objecting to our plan, can you? — often + os ■ She sees 
herself as a doctor in the future. ■ I can still see her as she 
was years ago. ■ Somehow, I just couldn’t see him as a bank¬ 
er. b : to form a mental picture of (something) ■ He saw a 
great future for himself in baseball. ■ I can see it now in my 
mind: you and her married with two kids. 

9 : to understand (something) [+ obj] I see what you mean. ■ 
I can see why/how you would feel that way. ■ I don’t see the 
point of your story. ■ What’s so funny? I don’t see the joke. ■ I 
don’t see why we have to do that. • I don’t see how/that/why 
it matters. ■ I can’t get him to see reason/sense, [no obj] 
“You should hold the club like this.” “Oh, / see." 

10 [+ obj] a : to meet with (someone) ■ I can see you later 
this afternoon. ■ I’ll be seeing my lawyer on Friday. ■ Do you 
see your dentist regularly? ■ The doctor is seeing a patient at 
the moment. ■ He has been seeing a psychotherapist. — often 
+ about ■ You should see a doctor about your rash. ■ What 
would you like to see me about ? b : to visit (someone) ■ I 
saw him at the hospital. ■ I am seeing an old friend tomorrow. 
C : to allow yourself to be visited by (someone) ■ He’s not 
seeing anyone today, d : to be with and talk to (someone) ■ 
I can’t tell you how glad/pleased I am to see you again! ■ 
We’ll see you again real soon. ■ They see each other less 
[=they spend less time together! now that he has a new job. 
e — used in phrases like see more/less of and see a lot of to 
describe how much time people spend with each other • I’d 
like to see more of you. [=I’d like to spend more time with 
you] ■ They’ve been seeing a lot of each other lately. [=they’ve 
been spending a lot of time together latelyl 

11 [+ obj ]: to spend time with (someone) as part of a roman¬ 
tic relationship — usually used as be seeing ■ They’ve been 
seeing each other for over a year. ■ Are you seeing [-dating] 
anyone right now? 

12 [+ obj] : to make sure (something) is done : to check that 
(something) is done ■ See (that) the work gets finished on 
time. [=make sure that the work is finished on time] ■ See 
that the door is locked before you leave the building. 

13 [+ obj]: to experience (something) • He saw a lot of action 
during the war. ■ I never thought I would live to see the day 
when gas would cost so much. ■ Nothing bothers him—he’s 
seen it all before. ■ Oil prices have seen a large increase. 

14 [+ obj]: to be the place or time in which (something) hap¬ 
pens ■ The city has seen a lot of growth in recent years. [=the 
city has grown a lot in recent years] ■ This year has seen a 
drop in profits. [=profits have dropped this year] ■ The last 
decade saw many technological advances. 

15 always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj] : to go 
somewhere with (someone) • I’ll see [= accompany] you 
home. ■ They saw [= escorted ] him out (of the club). ■ My sec¬ 
retary will see you to the door. * I can see myself out thank 
you. [=1 can leave without having anyone show me where to 
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go] ■ He kissed her goodbye and saw her onto the plane. [=he 
watched her get onto the plane] — see also SEE off (below) 

16 [+ obj] : to help or support (someone or something) for a 
particular period of time ■ We had enough supplies to see us 
(out) to the end of winter. [=the supplies were enough to last 
until the end of winter] — usually + through • The support of 
his friends saw him through his depression. [=helped him to 
get through his depression] ■ The legislators vowed to see the 
bill through Congress to make sure that it became a law. • 
They have enough money to see them through- 

17 [+ obj ] : to make a bet that is equal to (another player’s 
bet) in poker • I’ll see your 10 and raise you 10. ■ I’ll see you 
and raise 10. 

has seen better days see ‘better 
I’ll be seeing you informal — used to say goodbye 
let me see, let’s see see ‘let 
long time no see see ‘long 
not see the forest/wood for the trees see tree 
see about [phrasal verb ] see about (something) 1 : to do 
what is required for (something) : to deal with (something) 
■ She is seeing about getting tickets to the concert. ■ I 
should see about [= attend to] dinner soon. 2 we'll (soon) 
see about that — used in speech to say that you are not go¬ 
ing to allow someone to do something or to behave in a 
particular way ■ “He says that he’s not going.” “Well, we’ll 
(soon) see about that." 

see after [phrasal verb] see after (someone or something) 
: to take care of (someone or something) ■ See after [-took 
after] the baggage, while I see if our flight is on time. ■ Can 
you see after the baby for me? 
see and be seen : to see and be noticed by important or 
fashionable people ■ We go to the club to see and be seen, 
see around/round [phrasal verb] see around/round (some¬ 
thing) Brit : to move about while looking at (something) 

: to tour (something) • If you’d like to see around [-look 
around] the factory, someone can accompany you. 
see double see “double 

see eye to eye : to have the same opinion : agree — usu¬ 
ally used in negative statements ■ They don’t see eye to eye 
on this issue. 
see fit see ‘fit 

see here — used to introduce a statement when you want 
someone to notice what you are saying ■ See here [=look 
here], you need to start behaving more responsibly. 
see if / care see 2 care 

see In [phrasal verb] see (something) in (someone or some¬ 
thing) : to notice or perceive (something good or attrac¬ 
tive) in (someone or something) ■ She saw great musical 
talent in her son. ■ I think their plan is crazy, but he appar¬ 
ently see's something in it. ■ I can’t understand what she 
sees in him. = I don’t know what she sees in him. [=1 don’t 
know why she likes/admires him] 
seeing is believing see believe 

see off [phrasal verb] see (someone) off or see off (someone) 
1 : to go to an airport, train station, etc., with (someone 
who is leaving) in order to say goodbye ■ She saw him off at 
the train station. 2 Brit a : to chase or force (someone) 
away from a place ■ The police finally saw them off. b : to 
defeat or stop (an enemy, opponent, etc.) • They jaw off the 
opposition. 

see out [phrasal verb ] see (something) out: to continue to 
work at (something) until it is completed • He saw the 
project out to its very end. 

see over [phrasal verb] see over (something) Brit : to walk 
around and examine (a place) carefully ■ They went to see 
the house over. [=look the house over] 
see red see 2 red 
see stars see ‘star 
see the back of see ‘back 
see the light, see the light of day see ‘light 
see things : to see things that do not really exist: halluci¬ 
nate ■ There’s no one there—you must be seeing things, 
see through [phrasal verb] 1 see through (someone or 
something) : to realize the true nature of (someone or 
something) ■ She saw through his lies. [=she knew he was 
lying] ■ I can’t lie to her—she’d see right through me. 2 
see (something) through : to continue to work at (some¬ 
thing) until it is completed ■ He saw the project through to 
the end. — see also ‘see 16 (above) 
see to [phrasal verb] 1 see to (something) : to do or pro¬ 
vide what is needed for (something) • His uncle saw to his 
education. [=his uncle made the necessaiy payments, ar¬ 
rangements, etc., for his education] ■ The hotel staff saw to 


[-attended to] my every need.: to deal with (something) ■ I 
have to see to [=attend to] dinner. • I’ll see to your order at 
once. ■ You really ought to have that rash seen to by a doc¬ 
tor. 2 see to it : to make sure that something is done ■ 
Can you see to it that everyone gets a copy of this memo? 
see you or see you around or see you later informal — 
used to say goodbye ■ “I guess I’ll be going now.” “OK. (I’ll) 
See you later." 

see your way (clear) to see ‘way 
what/who should you see but see should 
2 see noun, pi sees formal 

1 [count] : the area in which a bishop has authority : dio¬ 
cese 

2 [noncount] : the authority or power of a bishop 

3 [count] : the office of a bishop 
1 seed /*si:d/ noun, pi seeds 

1 : a small object produced by a plant from which a new 
plant can grow [count] a packet of sunflower seeds ■ He 
planted/sowed the seeds three inches apart. ■ (L/S) apple/or¬ 
ange seeds [ =(Brit ) pips] [noncount] She raked the grass seed 
into the soil. ■ She grows her plants from seed. [=by planting 
seeds rather than by some other method] — see color pic¬ 
ture on page C5 

2 [count] : the beginning of something which continues to 
develop or grow ■ Her comment planted/sowed a seed of 
doubt in his mind. [=caused him to begin to have doubts] • 
The government’s policies planted/sowed the seeds of war/de¬ 
struction. [=created a situation that led to war/destruction] 

3 [count] : a player or team that is ranked as one of the best 
in a competition (such as a tennis tournament) in order to be 
sure that the best players or teams do not play against each 
other in the early part of the competition ■ The top seed won 
the tournament. ■ Our team is the number one seed. ■ She is 
ranked as the third seed. 

4 [noncount] a literary : all the children, grandchildren, 
etc., of a particular man • the seed of Abraham b old- 
fashioned + humorous : a man’s semen • a man spreading his 
seed [=fathering many children] 

go to seed or run to seed 1 : to produce seeds ■ The flow¬ 
ers will go to seed and spread. ■ The plant runs to seed rapid¬ 
ly in hot weather. 2 : to become less attractive, effective, 
etc., because of age or lack of care • He let himself go to 
seed after he lost his job. 

2 seed verb seeds; seed-ed; seeding 

1 [+ obj ]: to plant (an area of ground) with seeds ■ We seeded 
the field with corn. ■ a newly seeded lawn 

2 [no obj] of a plant : to produce seeds ■ These plants will 
seed late in the fall. 

3 [+ obj] : to remove (seeds) from a fruit or vegetable ■ After 
you wash and seed the peppers you can chop them. 

4 [+ obj] : to give (a player or team) a particular rank which 
shows how likely that person or team is to win a competition 
(such as a tennis tournament) — usually used as (be) seeded ■ 
The team/player was seeded first/last in the tournament. ■ 
the top -seeded player 

seed itself of a plant : to produce new plants from its own 
seeds ■ This plant spreads quickly because it seeds itseff. 
3 Seed adj, always used before a noun : used for producing a 
new crop of plants ■ seed com/potatoes 
seed-bed fsv.dtbcd/ noun, pi -beds [count]: an area of soil 
prepared for planting seeds — sometimes used figuratively • 
a seedbed for innovation [=a place/situation in which inno¬ 
vation can occur] 

Seed-less /'siidlas/ adj : having no seeds inside ■ seedless 
grapes ■ a seedless orange 

seed-ling /'siidlig/ noun, pi -lings [count] : a young plant 
that is grown from seed 

seed money noun [noncount] : money that is used for 
starting a new business, program, project, etc. • He provided 
seed money for the campaign. — called also seed capital 
seedy /'si:di/ adj seed-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : dirty or in bad condition • a seedy motel ■ He was wearing 
a seedy suit. 

2 : not respectable or decent ■ a seedy bar ■ a seedy area of 
the city 

3 : having bad morals : dishonest ■ a seedy lawyer 

4 : having a lot of seeds ■ seedy fruit 

See-ing /'si:jii)/ con/ — used to explain the reason for a 
statement ■ Seeing how often she gets into trouble [=since she 
gets into trouble so often], I don’t think we should help her 
this time. — often + that or as ■ There’s not much we can do, 
seeing that [=since] they’ve already made their decision. ■ See- 
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ing as you’ve met my family, don’t you think I should meet 
yours? • Seeing as how [=since] I’m not busy right now, I can 
help you. 

Seeing Eye trademark, US — used for a dog that is trained 
to guide a blind person 

seek / B si:k/ verb seeks; sought /'sa:t/; seeking [+ obj] 
somewhat formal 

1 : to search for (someone or something) : to try to find 
(someone or something) ■ He is seeking employment. [=he is 
looking for a job] ■ The office is seeking a salesperson. ■ The 
prince is seeking a wife. ■ Snakes seek the sun to warm their 
bodies. • thnW-seeking travelers ^travelers who want to have 
very exciting/thrilling experiences] 

2 : to ask for (help, advice, etc.) ■ You should visit your doc¬ 
tor and seek his advice. ■ You should seek medical help im¬ 
mediately if you experience any chest pain or shortness of 
breath. ■ The church is seeking donations/volunteers. 

3 a : to try to get or achieve (something) ■ He sought revenge 
for his son’s murder. ■ During the war, she sought asylum in 
Spain. ■ They sought refuge in Canada. ■ The company is 
seeking new ways to improve service. • The mayor is seeking 
reelection. ■ She seeks perfection in her work. ■ attention- 
seeking behavior ■ Immigrants come to America to seek their 
fortune. (=to try to become rich] ■ They are seeking compen¬ 
sation/damages [=they are trying to get money] for their 
loss, b : to make an attempt to do something ■ Doctors have 
been seeking [^trying] to find a cure. ■ The builders sought to 
make the bridge stronger. 

seek out \phrasal verb] seek (someone or something) out or 
seek out (someone or something) : to search for and find 
(someone or something) ■ His parents sought out the best 
doctors in the field. ■ White blood cells seek out and de¬ 
stroy infections. 

- see also heat-seeking 

- seek*er noun , pi -ers [count] • seekers of perfection ■ job/ 
thrill/pleasure/autograph seekers 

seem /'si:m/ verb seems; seemed; seem-ing [linking 
verb\ 

1 : to appear to be something or to do something : to have a 
quality, appearance, etc., that shows or suggests a particular 
characteristic, feeling, etc. ■ She seemed happy. ■ He didn’t 
seem interested. • Their request seems reasonable/strange. ■ 
What they’re doing doesn’t seem right to me. ■ The letter 
seems important. ■ Her story seems true. — often followed 
by to + verb • Her story seems to be true. ■ She seems to know 
our secret. [=1 have the feeling/impression that she knows 
our secret] ■ He didn’t seem to remember that part of the sto¬ 
ry. — often used in the phrases seem like, seem as if, and 
seem as though ■ He seems like a nice man. = He seems (to 
be) a nice man. ■ We waited for what seemed like hours. ■ 
Buying a new car seemed like a good idea at the time. ■ It 
seemed as if/though the work would never end. 

2 — used with it to make a statement about what appears to 
be true based on what is know n ■ It seems (that) they forgot 
about the meeting. ■ The concert will not take place, it seems. 
■ “Are we on schedule?” “So it seems." [=yes, I think that we 
are on schedule] ■ They are very rude, or so it seems (to me). 

3 — used to make a statement less definite or more polite; 
followed by to + verb ■ I seem to remember that you said 
you’d help me. — often used in negative statements ■ I can’t 
seem to solve the problem. [=1 have tried to solve the prob¬ 
lem, but I can’t] ■ I couldn’t seem to hit the ball straight. ■ 
What seems to be the problem? [=what is the problem?] 

seem*ing /‘siimio/ adj, always used before a noun, some¬ 
what formal : appearing to be true but not being true or cer¬ 
tain : apparent ■ Parents discussed the teacher’s seeming 
lack of interest in the students. ■ I was fooled by the seeming 
simplicity of the instructions. 

- seem-ing-ly adv ■ seemingly contradictory statements 
[=statements that seem to be contradictory] ■ a seemingly 
impossible stunt • a seemingly simple job 

seem*ly /'siimli/ adj seem*li*er; -est [or more most ~] 
formal + old-fashioned : proper or appropriate for the situa¬ 
tion ■ seemly behavior ■ a seemly reply — opposite unseem¬ 
ly 

Seen past participle of 1 see 

Seep /'si:p/ verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition 
seeps; seeped; seep*ing [no obj ]: to flow or pass slowly 
through small openings in something ■ Blood was seeping 
through the bandage. ■ The chemicals seeped into the 
ground. ■ Water was seeping in (through the cracks). — 
sometimes used figuratively ■ The secret seeped out. 


seep*age /'siipicfc/ noun, pi -ag-es formal : an occurrence 
in which a liquid or gas flows or passes slowly through small 
openings [count] gas/oil seepages • the seepage of water 
[noncount] Check for seepage in the basement. 

seer /'sia 1 / noun, pi seers [count] : someone who predicts 
things that will happen in the future ■ prophets and seers • 
political seers [=people who make predictions about politics] 
seer*suck*er /'sia^SAka 1 / noun [noncount] : a light type of 
cloth that has an uneven surface and a pattern of lines — of¬ 
ten used before another noun ■ a seersucker dress/jacket/suit 
1 see-saw /*si:,sa:/ noun, pi -saws 

1 [count]: a long, flat board that is balanced in the middle so 
that when one end goes up the other end goes down Chil¬ 
dren play on a seesaw by sitting on each of its ends and mov¬ 
ing each other up and down by pushing off the ground with 
their feet. ■ Let’s play/ride on the seesaw. — called also (US) 
teeter-totter, see picture at playground 

2 [singular] : a situation in which something keeps changing 
from one state to another and back again ■ Their relationship 
was an emotional seesaw. — often used before another noun 
• a seesaw battle for power ■ a seesaw economy 

2 seesaw verb -saws; -sawed; -saw-ing [no obj] : to keep 
changing from one state or condition to another and then 
back again ■ The lead seesawed between the two runners 
right up to the finish line. ■ Stock prices have continued to 
seesaw. [=to go up and down] 

seethe /'si:5/ verb seethes; seethed; seeth*ing [no obj] 

1 : to feel or show strong emotion (such as anger) even 
though you try to control it ■ He seethed at his brother’s suc¬ 
cess. — often + with ■ He seethed with anger/jealousy. • The 
letter seethes with resentment. ■ a seething letter 

2 : to be in a state of constant activity ■ We found ourselves 
in the middle of a seething crowd. — often used as (be) seeth¬ 
ing with ■ The island is seething with tourists. [=there are very 
many tourists moving around on the island] ■ The field was 
seething with crickets. ■ His brain was seething with ideas. 

See-through /'si:,0ru:/ adj : thin enough to be seen 
through ■ a see-through blouse/container • The plastic is see- 
through. [-transparent] 

1 seg*ment /‘segmant/ noun, pi -merits [count] 

1 : one of the parts into which something can be divided 
: section ■ The railroad track is divided into segments. — 
often + of* in the final segment of the book ■ The segment of 
the population over 70 years of age is growing larger. ■ The 
company controls a large segment of the market. ■ the seg¬ 
ments of an orange 

2 geometry a : a part of a circle formed by drawing a 
straight line between two points on the circle b : a part of a 
straight line between two points 

2 seg*merit /'seg.mcnt, Brit scg'ment/ verb -merits; -merit¬ 
ed; -ment-ing [+ obj] : to divide (something) into parts ■ 
Market researchers have segmented the population into dif¬ 
ferent age groups. 

— segmented adj ■ a worm that has a segmented body = a 
segmented worm [=a worm whose body is made of differ¬ 
ent segments or sections] 

seg*men«ta*tion Asegman'teijan/ noun [noncount] : the 
process of dividing something into parts or segments ■ the 
segmentation of the population 

seg*re*gate /‘segn,geit/ verb -gates; -gat*ed; -gating [+ 

obj] 

1 : to separate groups of people because of their particular 
race, religion, etc. ■ The civil rights movement fought against 
practices that segregated blacks and whites. — often +fiom ■ 
He grew up at a time when blacks were segregated from 
whites. ■ During religious services, women are segregated 
from men. — opposite integrate 

2 : to not allow people of different races to be together in (a 
place, such as a school) ■ Many states at that time continued 
to segregate public schools. ■ racially segregated schools ■ a 
segregated neighborhood — opposite integrate 

seg*re*ga*tion /jsegn'geijan/ noun [noncount] : the prac¬ 
tice or policy of keeping people of different races, religions, 
etc., separate from each other ■ racial/religious segregation • 
They fought to end the segregation of public schools. ■ the 
segregation of men and women 

seg*re*ga*tion*ist Asegri'geijanist/ noun, pi -ists [count] 
: a person who supports racial segregation • segregationists 
versus integrationists ■ a segregationist politician/state/atti¬ 
tude/view 

se*gue /■se.gwei/ verb se*gues; se-gued, se-gue-ing [no 

obj] : to move without stopping from one activity, topic. 
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song, etc., to another ■ She quickly segued to the next topic. ■ 
The band smoothly segued from one song to the next. ■ In 
the movie, a shot of the outside of the house segued neatly 
to/into a shot of the family inside the house. 

— segue noun, pi segues [count] ■ a nice segue to the next 
song ■ She used the question as a segue to her next topic. 

seis-mic /'saizmik/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 technical : of, relating to, or caused by an earthquake ■ 
seismic activity/data/waves/zones 

2 [more most —]: very great or important ■ Seismic social 
changes have occurred. ■ The discovery caused a seismic 
shift [=a great change] in public attitudes. 

— seis-mi-caMy /'saizmikli/ adv • a seismically active re¬ 
gion [=a region where many earthquakes occur] 

seis-mo-graph /'saizma.grEef, Brit 'saizm3,gra:f/ noun, pi 
-graphs [count] : a device that measures and records the 
movement of the earth during an earthquake 
seis-mol-o-gy /saiz'mailacfei/ noun [noncount] : the scien¬ 
tific study of earthquakes 

— sels*mo*log>i'Cal /jsaizma'larcfeikal/ adj ■ seismological 
research — seis-mol-o-gist /saiz'madacfeist/ noun, pi 
-gists [count] 

seize /'si:z/ verb seiz-es; seized; seiz-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to use legal or official power to take (something) • Po¬ 
lice seized [= confiscated] the weapons and drugs. ■ The bank 
seized their property, b : to get or take (something) in a 
forceful, sudden, or violent way ■ The army has seized con¬ 
trol of the city. ■ A rebel group attempted to seize power. ■ 
He suddenly seized the lead in the final lap of the race. C 
: to attack and take control of (a place) by force or violence * 
The soldiers seized [=captured] the fort. 

2 a : to forcefully take and hold (someone or something) 
with your hand or arms : grab ■ He seized her by the arm. ■ 
He tried to seize the gun from him. ■ She seized hold of my 
hand. [=she seized my hand] b : to take (someone) as a pris¬ 
oner ■ The police seized [=arrested] the robbers. ■ Seize that 
man! ■ She was seized by kidnappers and carried off to a hid¬ 
den location. 

3 : to take or use (something, such as a chance or opportuni¬ 
ty) in a quick and eager way ■ He seized the chance/initiative/ 
opportunity to present his ideas to his boss. ■ My father 
taught me to seize the day. [=to do the things I want to do 
when I have the chance instead of waiting for a later time] ■ 
Seizing the moment, she introduced herself to the famous 
film director. 

4 a : to begin to affect (someone) suddenly ■ Panic seized 
him. = He was seized by panic, b : to have a powerful effect 
on (someone) ■ His movies seized the public’s imagination. 
[=the public became very interested in and enthusiastic 
about his movies] ■ She was suddenly seized with the idea 
[=she suddenly had the idea] of owning her own restaurant. 
seize on/upon [phrasal verb] seize on/upon (something) : to 

take or use (something, such as a chance or opportunity) 
in a quick and eager way ■ His critics have seized on the 
scandal to call for his resignation. ■ She seized on the op¬ 
portunity to tell her side of the story. 
seize up [phrasal verb] : to stop working because the mov¬ 
ing parts can no longer move ■ The engine/brakes suddenly 
seized up. — sometimes used figuratively ■ Her brain seized 
up when she tried to answer the question, 
sei-zure noun, pi -zures 

1 [noncount] : the act of taking control of something espe¬ 
cially by force or violence ■ the seizure of power by the rebels 

2 law : the act of taking something by legal authority [non- 
count] property that is protected from seizure ■ the seizure of 
evidence by the police [count] Not all searches and seizures 
by the police require a warrant. 

3 [count] medical : an abnormal state in which you become 
unconscious and your body moves in an uncontrolled and 
violent way ■ an epileptic seizure [=/*/] ■ The patient has been 
experiencing seizures. [=convulsions] 

SeNdom /'seldsm/ adv : not often : almost never ■ We sel¬ 
dom [=rarely] eat pork. ■ We seldom go to the movies. ■ This 
type of turtle seldom grows over four inches in length. ■ We 
seldom agree. = (somewhat formal) Seldom do we agree. ■ I 
have seldom had to wait so long. = (somewhat formal) Sel¬ 
dom have I had to wait so long. 
seldom ever see ever 
seldom if ever see ever 

1 select/sa'lekt/ verb -lects; -lect-ed; -lect-ing 

1 : to choose (someone or something) from a group [+ obj] 
Please select one item from the list. ■ The school will only se¬ 


lect 12 applicants for enrollment. — often used as (be) select¬ 
ed ■ People were selected at random to take the survey. ■ The 
restaurant was recently selected as one of the best in the area. 

■ She was selected to work on the project. ■ The book is a col¬ 
lection of selected essays and letters, [no obj ] Knowing the 
importance of making the right choice, he selected carefully. 
2 [+ obj] computers : to choose (a particular action, section 
of text, etc.) especially by using a mouse ■ Use the mouse to 
select [=highlight] the text you want to copy. ■ Copy the se¬ 
lected text. ■ Select “Insert” from the “Edit” menu. 

2 SeleCt adj [more most ~] 

1 : chosen from a group to include the best people or things 

■ Only a few select employees attended the meeting. ■ A select 
committee was formed to plan the project. ■ The group was 
small and select. ■ A select number of people are invited. ■ 
Only a select few will be accepted into the program. 

2 always used before a noun : of the highest quality • a select 
hotel ■ The statue was made from a select [= choice] piece of 
marble. ■ He only drinks select wines. 

se«leC»tion /sa'lekjan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] ; the act of choosing something or someone 
from a group ■ The selection of the best poem was difficult. • 
His selection as athlete of the year surprised many people. 
[=people were surprised when he was selected/chosen as ath¬ 
lete of the year] ■ It was not easy to make my selection. [=it 
was not easy to choose] — sometimes used before another 
noun ■ the selection process/committee/criteria — see also 
NATURAL SELECTION 

2 [count] a : someone or something that is chosen from a 
group ■ Who is your selection [= choice ] for president? ■ She 
sang selections from her new album. [=she sang songs that 
she selected from her new album] b : a collection of things 
chosen from a group of similar things — usually singular; 
usually + of ■ The pub has a wide selection of beers. [=has 
many different beers] 

Se*leC*tive /sa'lektiv/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : careful to choose only the best people or things ■ He is 
very selective [=pic/cy, choosy] about which tomatoes to use 
for the sauce. ■ The club is selective in choosing members. ■ 
The college has a highly selective admissions process. 

2 : involving the selection of people or things from a group ■ 
selective breeding ■ She has a selective memory. [=she re¬ 
members only what she wants to remember] 

— se-leotive-ly adv • The advertisement selectively targets 
men between the ages of 18 and 24. • The dog is selectively 
bred for its calm temperament. — se-lec-tiv-i-ty /sa,lck- 
’tivati/ noun [noncount] 
se-lec-tor /sa'lekte/ noun,pi -tors [count] 

1 : a device used for choosing a function, setting, etc., on a 
piece of equipment ■ a channel selector ■ a gear selector ■ the 
input/output selector — often used before another noun ■ 
Flip the selector switch from 25 volts to 70 volts. 

2 Brit : someone who chooses the best or most suitable peo¬ 
ple for a sports team • a selectors committee 

se-le-ni’lim /sa'liinijam/ noun [noncount] technical : a 
chemical element that is used in electronic devices to make 
them sensitive to light 
self /'self/ noun, pi selves Aelvz/ 

1 [count] : the person that someone normally or truly is — 
used to describe the way someone acts or feels ■ He’s just not 
his usual/normal self today. • She was her old self again after 
some sleep. [=she returned to behaving/feeling as she nor¬ 
mally did after some sleep] ■ He was a mere ghost/shadow of 
his former self after the illness. [=he was much weaker after 
his illness] ■ She showed her true/real self. [=she stopped pre¬ 
tending and showed what type of person she really was] 

2 [count] : a particular part of your personality or character 
that is shown in a particular situation ■ She showed her bet¬ 
ter self at the party. ■ Her public self is very different from 
her private self. ■ He started taking yoga and meditation 
classes to get in touch with his inner self. [=the emotional 
and spiritual part of himself] 

3 [noncount] : the personality or character that makes a per¬ 
son different from other people : the combination of emo¬ 
tions, thoughts, feelings, etc., that make a person different 
from others ■ We each develop a unique sense of self. [=a 
unique idea about who we are] ■ Philosophers have written 
about the conception/idea of the self. 

4 [noncount] formal : your own personal interest or advan¬ 
tage ■ She helped without any thought of self. [=without any 
thought of trying to make things better for herself] 

5 [count] — used to refer to a person ■ a photo of her young- 
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erse(f m He puts his whole self into each and every game. [=he 
tries very hard to play his best in each game] ■ ( informal) “Go 
get me another beer.” “You can get it your (own) damn self." 
• {informal) I could barely drag my sorry self out of bed. 
Self- /,self/ combining form 

1 a : yourself or itself ■ ^(/'-pitying b : of yourself or itself ■ 
5^-destructive ■ se(f-sacrifice 

2 : by, to, with, for, or toward yourself or itself ■ self-made • 
se^-evident ■ ^(/'-propelled • se^-addressed ■ ^(/'-respect 

self—ab*SOrbed Asclfab'sosrbd/ adj [more most ~] dis¬ 

approving : only caring about and interested in yourself ■ 
self-absorbed people ■ He’s so (completely/totally) self- 
absorbed that he didn’t even notice I was crying! 

— self—ab-sorp-tion /,s£lf3b , soa'pj3n/ noun [noncount] 
Self—abuse /.selfa'bjuis/ noun [noncount] 

1 : things that you do that harm your own body or health ■ 
drug addiction and other forms of self-abuse 

2 old-fashioned + disapproving : masturbation 
self-ac-tu-al-i-za-tion also Brit self-ac-tu-al-i-sa-tion 

/^cl^aektfawata'zeijan, Brit ,self t aektfu3,lai'zeiJan/ noun 
[noncount] formal : the process of fully developing and using 
your abilities 

Self—ad*dressed /,s£lf3'drcst/ adj : having the sender’s 
address on it so that it can be sent back to that person ■ a self- 
addressed envelope 

Self—ad-he-Sive /,s£lf3d'hi:siv/ adj : able to stick to some¬ 
thing without first being made wet ■ self-adhesive labels/ 
stamps 

Self—ap*pOint*ed Asclfs'pointad/ adj, disapproving 
: thinking of yourself as having a particular position, job, re¬ 
sponsibility, etc., without considering the opinions or wishes 
of other people ■ a self-appointed guardian of public morals 
Self—as*sem*bly Aselfa'scmbli/ adj, always used before a 
noun, Brit — used to describe a product that is bought in 
parts that you have to put together • self-assembly furniture 

— self-assembly noun [noncount] ■ The box says “ self- 
assembly [=assembly] required.” 

Self—as»ser«tion /iSclfa's^fan/ noun [noncount] : the act of 
expressing or defending your rights, claims, or opinions in a 
confident or forceful way 

self—as*ser*tive Asclfa'sertiv/ adj [more most ~] : very 

confident and willing to express opinions ■ a bold and self- 
assertive young lawyer 

— self—as-ser-tive-ness noun [noncount] 

self—as-sess-ment /^clfg'sesmant/ noun, pi -merits 

[count, noncount] : the act or process of judging your own 
achievements or progress 

Self—aS»SUr»ance /^clfa’Jarans/ noun [noncount] : confi¬ 
dence in yourself and your abilities ■ I was impressed by his 
self-assurance. 

self—as-SU red Asclfa'Jad/ adj [more —; most ~] : having 
or showing confidence in yourself and your abilities ■ She 
was calm and self-assured. ■ He has a self-assured manner. 
Self—a ware* neSS /^clfa'weamas/ noun [noncount] 

: knowledge and awareness of your own personality or char¬ 
acter ■ Her self-awareness was unusual in such a young child. 

— self-aware Aselfa'wea 1 / adj [more most ~] ■ a remark¬ 
ably self-aware child 

Self—ca*ter*ing /^clFkeiteno/ adj, Brit : provided with 
equipment that allows you to cook your own food while you 
are on holiday ■ a self-catering cottage/apartment ■ self¬ 
catering holidays 

— self-catering noun [noncount] Brit • Prices start at £199 
for a week’s self-catering. 

self—centered (US) or Brit self—cen-tred /^clPscnta-d/ 
adj [more most ~] disapproving : too interested in yourself 
and not caring about the needs or feelings of other people 
: selfish ■ I think he’s a self-centered and opinionated jerk. 

— self-cen-tered-ness (US) or Brit self-cen-tred-ness 

noun [noncount] 

Self—COn«cept /'selfkam^ept/ noun, pi -cepts [count] for¬ 
mal : the idea that you have about the kind of person you 
are ■ Children need to develop a positive self-concept. 

Self—confessed /,s£lfk3n'f£st/ adj, always used before a 
noun : freely and openly admitting that you are a particular 
type of person • a self-confessed forger ■ a self-confessed tele¬ 
vision addict 

Self—COn*fi*dent /.selfkainfadant/ adj [more most ~] 
: having or showing confidence in yourself and your abilities 
■ a quietly self-confident man ■ She has a self-confident look 
about her. 


— self—con-fi-dence Asclf'kamfadans/ noun [noncount] • 
He lacks the self-confidence to speak his mind. — self— 
con-fi-dent-ly adv 

self—COn-grat-U-Ia-tion Asclfka^graetfa'leijan, ,selfkan- 
(graecfea’leijan/ noun [noncount] usually disapproving : a way 
of behaving or speaking which shows that you are very hap¬ 
py about something that you have done • The president’s 
speech was full of self-congratulation about making the com¬ 
pany profitable again. 

— self—con-grat-u-la-to-ry /,s£lfk3n'graetfala,tori, *sclf- 
kan'graecfeala.tori, Brit ,sclfk3n,graetfa'leitri/ adj [more 
most ~] ■ a self-congratulatory attitude/tone 

self—con-scious /,selPka:nf3s/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : uncomfortably nervous about or embarrassed by what 
other people think about you ■ She’s self-conscious whenever 
she has to give a speech. — often + about • He’s very self- 
conscious about his appearance. 

2 usually disapproving : done in a way that shows an aware¬ 
ness of the effect that is produced : done in a deliberate way 
■ the self-conscious irony in the play ■ a self-conscious attempt 
to win people’s sympathy 

— self—con-scious-ly adv ■ He self-consciously smoothed 
his hair. - self—con-scious-ness noun [noncount] 

self-COn*tained /.srifkon'teind/ adj 

1 : not requiring help or support from anyone or anything 
else : complete by itself ■ a self-contained community [=a 
community that provides all the supplies, services, etc., that 
people need for everyday life] ■ This machine is a self- 
contained unit/system. 

2 [more most ~] : tending to keep thoughts and feelings 
private and to deal with things without help from other peo¬ 
ple ■ He is a very self-contained young man. 

3 Brit : having a kitchen and bathroom ■ a self-contained flat 
Self—COn*tra»dic«tO*ry /,s£lf,ka:ntr3'dikt3ri/ adj : having 

two or more parts that disagree with each other ■ Your argu¬ 
ment is self-contradictory. • a self-contradictory statement 
Self— COn*tro| Asdfkan'troul/ noun [noncount] : control 
over your feelings or actions • a lack of self-control ■ You 
have to show/leam a little self-control. ■ He lost his self- 
control and lashed out at the other player. ■ When it comes to 
chocolate, I lose all self-control. 1=1 cannot stop myself from 
eating too much chocolate] 

— self—con-trolled /iselfkan'trould/ adj [more most ~] 
Self—crit-i-cism /,selfknt3,siz3m/ noun, pi -cisms : criti¬ 
cism of your own faults and weaknesses [noncount] His au¬ 
tobiography is full of self-criticism, [count] There are many 
self-criticisms in his autobiography. 

— self—crit-i-cal Asclfkntikal/ adj • a self-critical evalua¬ 
tion 

Self—de-cep-tion /,s£lfdi'sepj3n/ noun, pi -tlons [count, 
noncount] : the act of making yourself believe something 
that is not true ■ He was unaware of his own self-deceptions. 
self-de-feat-ing /.seifdi'fiitirj/ adj 

1 : meant to solve a problem but actually causing the same 
or another problem : causing more problems than it solves ■ 
Violence is a self-defeating solution. ■ a self-defeating strate¬ 
gy/policy 

2 : preventing you from doing or achieving something ■ 
Don’t just assume you’ll fail! That’s a self-defeating attitude. 

self—de-fense (US) or Brit self—de-fence /^elfdiTens/ 
noun [noncount] 

1 : the act of defending yourself, your property, etc. ■ He ar¬ 
gued that shooting the burglar was self-defense. ■ She hit 
back in self-defense. 

2 : skills that make you capable of protecting yourself dur¬ 
ing an attack ■ Women are advised to take at least one class 
in self-defense. ■ a self-defense instructor 

Self—de-ni-al /.selfdi'najal/ noun [noncount]: the act of not 
allowing yourself to have or do something you want ■ Diet¬ 
ing is an exercise in self-denial. ■ The monks lead a life of self- 
denial. = The monks practice self-denial. 
self—dep-re-cat-ing /,scird£pn,keitig/ adj [more most 

~] formal : meant to make yourself or the things you do 
seem unimportant ■ He spoke in a self-deprecating tone. • self- 
deprecating humor 

— self-dep-re-ca-tion /isel^depn'keijan/ noun [noncount] 
• his humble self-deprecation 

self-de-struct /.selfdi'strAkt/ verb -structs; -struct-ed; 
-struct-ing [no obj ]: to destroy itself ■ The missile automat¬ 
ically self-destructs if it goes off course. — often used figura¬ 
tively ■ The team had a large lead most of the game but self- 
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destructed in the ninth inning and lost. • a rock star who self- 
destructed on drugs 

— self-destruct adj, always used before a noun ■ a self- 
destruct button/mechanism/system 

self—de-Struc-tion AsElfdi'strAkJbn/ noun [noncount] 
: the act of hurting or killing yourself • an act of self- 
destruction ■ His drinking started him on the path/road to 
self-destruction. 

— self—de-struc-tive /,sclfdi'strAktiv/ adj [more —; most 
~] ■ self-destructive behavior 

self—de«ter»mi»na«tion AsElfd^tama'neiJbn/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

1 : the right of the people of a particular place to choose the 
form of government they will have 

2 : the freedom to make your own choices 

Self—dis*ci*pline /.SElPdisaplan/ noun [noncount] : the 
ability to make yourself do things that should be done ■ It’s 
hard to exercise every day. You have to have a lot of self- 
discipline. ■ a lack of self-discipline 

— self—dis*ci*plined /.sclfdisapland/ adj [more most ~] 
■ self-disciplined students 

self-dis-COV-ery Aselfdi'skAvari/ noun [noncount] : the 
act or process of gaining knowledge or understanding of 
your abilities, character, and feelings ■ She was on a voyage 
of self-discovery. 

self-doubt /'selfMaut/ noun, pi -doubts : a feeling of 
doubt about your own abilities or actions [noncount] a mo¬ 
ment of self-doubt [count] Right before the start of the race, 
all his self-doubts returned. 

Self-drive /'sElfdraiv/ adj, always used before a noun, Brit 

1 of a car : rented from a company ■ a self-drive [=( chiefly 
US) rental] car 

2 : done by driving yourself ■ a self-drive holiday/tour 
self— ed»U»cat«ed /.selfEcfea^eitad/ adj : educated by 

your own efforts (such as by reading books) rather than in a 
school ■ a self-educated businessman 
self—ef-fac-ing /.selfi'feisii)/ adj [more most —\ formal 
: not trying to get attention or praise for yourself or your 
abilities : modest ■ He has a self-effacing manner. ■ She is 
quiet and self-effacing. 

— self—ef-face-ment Asclfi'feismant/ noun [noncount] 
Self—em*ployed /,SElfim'ploid/ adj : earning income from 

your own business or profession rather than by working for 
someone else ■ a self-employed businessman 

— self—em-ploy-ment AsElfim'ploimant/ noun [noncount] 
Self—es»teem /,SElf3'sti:m/ noun [noncount] : a feeling of 

having respect for yourself and your abilities ■ low/high self- 
esteem ■ programs to raise/build self-esteem among children 
self-ev-i-dent AselfEvadant/ adj [more most ~] formal 
: clearly true and requiring no proof or explanation ■ The 
meaning is self-evident. • self-evident truths 

— self-ev-i-dent-ly adv 

self-ex-am /,selfig'zjem/ noun, pi -ams [count] : self- 
examination 

self—ex«am«i»na»tion /,sElfig,z£em3 , neiJ'3n/ noun, pi 
-tions 

1 [noncount] : careful examination of your own behavior 
and beliefs to see whether they are good or bad ■ the process 
of self-examination 

2 [count] medical: the act or practice of checking your body 
for symptoms of illness ■ Doctors recommend a breast self- 
examination once a month. 

self-ex*plan*a*tory AsElfik'splcena^ori, Brit ,s£lfik- 
'splcenatri/ adj : easy to understand without explanation ■ a 
self-explanatory phrase ■ The chapter titles of the book are 
self-explanatory. 

Self—ex»pres»Sion AsElfik'spreJbn/ noun [noncount] : the 
expression of your thoughts or feelings especially through 
artistic activities (such as painting, writing, dancing, etc.) ■ a 
form/means/medium/mode of self-expression • The strict 
rules leave little room for self-expression. 
Self-flag-eMa-tion AselAflzecfea'leiJan/ noun [noncount] 
: the act of hitting yourself with a whip as a way to punish 
yourself or as part of a religious ritual — often used figura¬ 
tively ■ journalists engaging in self-flagellation [^journalists 
criticizing themselves very harshly] 
self—ful-fill-ing Aselfful'fiin)/ adj 
1 : becoming real or true because it was predicted or expect¬ 
ed ■ The prediction of a rise in the stock market became a 
self-fulfilling prophecy when investors heard the report and 
began buying stock. 


2 [more most ~] : providing happiness and satisfaction 
: fulfilling ■ She finds running her own business very self - 
fulfilling. 

self-ful-fill-ment ( US) or Brit self-ful-fil-ment /.sclf- 
ful'film ant/ noun [noncount] : the feeling of being happy and 
satisfied because you are doing something that fully uses 
your abilities and talents • She found self-fulfillment ^fulfill¬ 
ment] by starting her own business, 
self—gov*ern*ing AsElPgAVOTiii]/ adj : controlled or ruled 
by its own members : having self-government ■ a self- 
governing territory/body 

Self—gov»em»ment AsElPgAv^nmant/ noun [noncount] 
: government or control of a country, group, etc., by its own 
members rather than by the members of a different country, 
group, etc. ■ the island’s right to self-government 
Self-help /'sElfhclp/ noun [noncount] : the action or pro¬ 
cess of doing things to improve yourself or to solve your 
problems without the help of others ■ books on self-help 

— self-help adj, always used before a noun ■ self-help books/ 
manuals 

self-hOOd /'sElf.hud/ noun [noncount] : the quality that 
makes a person or thing different from others : individu¬ 
ality 

Self—iden-ti-fi-ca-tion AsElfa^dEntafa'keiJbn/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

1 : the feeling that you share and understand the problems 
or experiences of someone else ■ the young teacher’s self- 
identification [- identification ] with his students 

2 : the act of identifying yourself as a particular kind of per¬ 
son ■ the teenager’s self-identification as a rebel 

Self—iden-ti-ty Aselfai'dEntati/ noun [noncount] : the quali¬ 
ty that makes a person or thing different from others : indi¬ 
viduality 

Self—im-age /'sElPimicfe/ noun [noncount] : the way you 
think about yourself and your abilities or appearance ■ She 
has a positive/negative/strong/poor self-image. 

Self—im-por-tant AsElfim'poatnt/ adj [more most ~] 
disapproving : having too high an opinion of your own im¬ 
portance ■ a self-important businessman 

— self—im-por-tanee /,sElfim , po3 i tns/ noun [noncount] 
self—im-posed /jSelfim'poozd/ adj • required by you of 

yourself : not given to you by someone else ■ a self-imposed 
task/deadline/limit ■ self-imposed exile/isolation/punishment 
Self—in-dlll-gent AsElfm'dAlcfeant/ adj [more most ~] 
disapproving : allowing yourself to have or do whatever you 
want in a way that is excessive or wasteful ■ a self-indulgent 
lifestyle ■ a self-indulgent millionaire 

— self—in-dul*gence AsElfm'dAlcfeans/ noun, pi -gen-ces 
[noncount] a moment of self-indulgence [count] a small 
self-indulgence 

Self—in-flict-ed AsElfm'fkktad/ adj : caused by your own 
actions ■ a self-inflicted wound ■ His problems are mainly self- 
inflicted. 

Self—in-ter-est AsElPmtrast/ noun [noncount] 

1 disapproving : concern only for getting what you want or 
need and not about what happens to other people ■ They act¬ 
ed out of self-interest and fear. 

2 : your own interest or advantage ■ Our self-interest de¬ 
mands that we help them. [=it benefits us to help them] 

— self—in-ter-est-ed AselPmtrastad/ adj • self-interested be¬ 
havior 

self-ish /'selfij/ adj [more most ~] disapproving : having 
or showing concern only for yourself and not for the needs 
or feelings of other people ■ selfish behavior/motives ■ a self¬ 
ish man ■ She’s interested only in her own selfish concerns. ■ I 
wish he’d spend less time with his friends and more time with 
me. Am I being selfish! 

— self-ish-ly adv ■ He selfishly kept the money for himself. ■ 
She acted selfishly. — self-ish-ness noun [noncount] ■ the 
selfishness of their behavior 

self-less /'sElflas/ adj [more most ~] : having or showing 
great concern for other people and little or no concern for 
yourself ■ a selfless act ■ selfless dedication/devotion/love 

— self-less-ly adv ■ He selflessly volunteered to help. 
— self-less-ness noun [noncount] 

Self-made /'sclPmeid/ adj : made rich and successful by 
your own efforts ■ a self-made man 
Self—ITlU-ti-la-tion /,SElf,mju:t3'leij3n/ noun [noncount] 
medical : the act of wounding yourself on purpose especially 
because you are mentally ill 

Self—per-cep-tion AsElfp^'sEp/an ! noun, pi -tions [count, 
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noncount ] : the idea that you have about the kind of person 
you are ■ People’s self-perceptions are often very different 
from the way other people perceive them. 

Self-pity /'sclfpiti/ noun [ noncount] disapproving : a feeling 
of pity for yourself because you believe you have suffered 
more than is fair or reasonable ■ He was wallowing in self- 
pity. ■ She spoke without a trace/hint of self-pity. 

— self—pity*ing /’sElfpitijir)/ adj ■ a self-pitying complainer 
self— portrait AsElFpoa^trat/ noun, pi -traits [count] : a 

painting or drawing of yourself that is done by yourself 
self—possessed Aselfpa'zcst/ adj [more most —]: hav¬ 

ing or showing control of your feelings or actions especially 
in a difficult situation ■ She is a remarkably calm and self- 
possessed young woman. 

— self—pos-ses>sion /^elfpa'zcjan/ noun [noncount] 
Self— preS«er«va»tion /^sElf.prEza^veiJan/ noun [noncount] 

: protection of yourself from harm or death ■ We all have an 
instinct for self-preservation. 

self—pro-claimed /,sclfprou'kleimd/ adj, always used be¬ 
fore a noun, usually disapproving : giving yourself a particu¬ 
lar name, title, etc., usually without any reason or proof that 
would cause other people to agree with you ■ the self- 
proclaimed king of pop ■ a self-proclaimed expert 
self—pro-fessed /.SElfpra'fest/ adj, always used before a 
noun, usually disapproving 

1 : self-proclaimed ■ self-professed experts 

2 : self-confessed ■ a self-professed sports junkie 
Self—pro-pel led /^elfpra'peld/ acjj : able to move itself by 

means of a motor ■ a self-propelled lawn mower [=a lawn 
mower that you do not have to push] 

Self— rais-ing flour /'sElfreizir)-/ noun [noncount] Brit 
m . SELF-RISING FLOUR 

Self—re-al-i-za-tion /^El^rkjala'zeijan, Brit ,sclf,ri3,lai- 
'zeifan/ noun [noncount] : the act of achieving the full devel¬ 
opment of your abilities and talents ■ Work is often a means 
of self-realization. 

Self—re-flec-tion /.SElfri'flEkfan/ noun [noncount] : care¬ 
ful thought about your own behavior and beliefs : self-ex¬ 
amination ■ a moment of self-reflection 
self—re-li-ant /,sElfn'laj3nt/ acjj [more most ~] : confi¬ 

dent in your own abilities and able to do things for yourself 
: not needing help from other people ■ She worked very hard 
to be self-reliant. • a self-reliant adult 

— self—re-1 i-ance /,selfn'laj3ns/ noun [noncount] 

Self—re-spect /,SElfn'spEkt/ noun [noncount] : proper re¬ 
spect for yourself as a human being ■ a sense of dignity and 
self-respect ■ I lost my job, but not my self-respect. 
self—re-spect-ing /.SElfn'spEktro/ adj, always used before 
a noun : having proper respect for yourself as a human being 
■ No self-respecting person would do something like that. 
Self—re-Straint /.SElfn'stremt/ noun [noncount] : control 
over your own actions or feelings that keeps you from doing 
things you want to do but should not do ■ 1 know you like to 
shop, but you need to exercise/show some self-restraint. 
self—righ-teous /(SclPraitfas/ adj [more —most ~] disap¬ 
proving : having or showing a strong belief that your own ac¬ 
tions, opinions, etc., are right and other people’s are wrong ■ 
a self-righteous person/tone ■ self-righteous indignation ■ It’s 
OK to criticize, but don’t be/get self-righteous about it. 
-self-righ-teous*ly adv -self-righ-teous-ness noun 
[noncount] 

Self—ris-ing flour /'sElPraizig-/ noun [noncount] US : a 
mixture of flour, salt, and baking powder — called also 
C Brit ) self-raising flour 

self-rule /'sElPruil/ noun [noncount] : self-government 
self—rul-ing /'sElPruihg/ adj - self-governing 
S elf—Sac-ri-fice/'sElPs2ekr3,fais//iOM/i [noncount] : the act 
of giving up something that you want to have or keep in or¬ 
der to help someone else ■ We should honor the courage and 
self-sacrifice of the brave soldiers who died for our country. 

— self—sa-cri-fic-ing /'sElPssekrsJaisnj/ adj ■ self-sacrific¬ 
ing parents who put their children first 

Self-Same /'sElf,seim/ adj, always used before a noun, liter¬ 
ary : exactly the same ■ These selfsame [=very same] people 
who complain about the problem also refuse to help correct 
it. 

Self— Sat-iS-faC-tion /.sElfcsetss'fsek/sn/ noun [noncount] 
usually disapproving: a feeling of being very pleased or satis¬ 
fied with yourself and what you have done ■ his smug self- 
satisfaction 

self—sat-is-fied /,sclPs£et3s,faid/ adj [more most ~] usu¬ 


ally disapproving : feeling or showing self-satisfaction ■ a self- 
satisfied young woman ■ a self-satisfied smirk 
Self—Seek-ing /,selPsi:kir)/ai# [more most —] disapprov¬ 
ing : concerned only about getting what you want or need 
and not caring about what happens to other people ■ a self- 
seeking opportunist ■ self-seeking behavior/motives 

— self—seek-er /,SElPsi:ka'/ noun, pi -ers [count] ■ He’s a 
self-seeker who’ll do anything to get ahead. 

Self—Ser-vice /,SE1PS3W3S/ adj : allowing or requiring cus¬ 
tomers to serve themselves without help from workers ■ a 
self-service caff ■ a self-service gas station 

— self-service noun [noncount] ■ The gas station only has 
self-service. 

self—serv-ing /^Elf’savig/ acjj [more most ~] disapprov¬ 
ing : having or showing concern only about your own needs 
and interests ■ self-serving motives ■ a self-serving politician 
self—Start-er /jselPstasW noun, pi -ers [count] : a person 
who is able to work without needing a lot of instruction or 
help ■ The job requires a highly motivated self-starter. 
Self-Styled /,SElPstajsld/ adj. always used before a noun 
: called a particular thing by yourself : self-proclaimed • 
self-styled experts 

self—Suf-fi-clent AsElfsa'flJsnt/ adj [more —; most ~ ] 
: able to live or function without help or support from oth¬ 
ers ■ self-sufficient villages/farms ■ His new job allowed him 
to become more self-sufficient. 

— self—suf-fl-cien-cy /^Elfss'fi/snsi/ noun [noncount] • 
economic self-sufficiency 

Self—SUp-port-ing / 1 selfs3 , poa‘tiq/ adj : earning enough 
money to live without getting help from other people • She 
hopes to find a better job so she’ll finally be self-supporting. 
self-taught /'sEif'tait/ adj 

1 : educated by your own efforts (such as by reading books) 
rather than by a teacher ■ a self-taught musician 

2 : learned by your own efforts rather than at school ■ self- 
taught knowledge 

Self-Willed /'sElPwild/ adj [more most ~] disapproving 
: determined to do what you want even though other people 
may not want you to do it ■ a stubborn and self-willed child 
Self—WOrth /'sElPwaO/ noun [noncount] : a feeling that you 
are a good person who deserves to be treated with respect 
: self-esteem • a healthy sense of self-worth 
1 sell /'seI/ verb sells; sold /'sould/; sell-ing 

1 : to exchange (something) for money [+ obj] He sold his 
car. ■ He buys and remodels houses and then sells them at a 
profit. ■ She sold him a watch for $20. = She sold a watch to 
him for $20. [no obj] Stock prices are increasing, so now is a 
good time to sell. — opposite buy 

2 [+ obj] : to make (something) available to be bought ■ Only 
a few stores sell that type of equipment. ■ She sells insurance. 
[=she has the job of selling insurance to people] ■ He is selling 
his car for $1,000. [=he is offering his car for sale at a price of 
$ 1 , 000 ] 

3 [no obj] : to be able to be bought for a particular price — + 
for or at ■ Those cookies sell for a dollar apiece. ■ All items in 
the store are selling at half price. 

4 a [no obj] : to be bought by someone or by many people ■ 
That house still hasn’t sold. [=no one has bought that house] ■ 
The houses in that neighborhood aren’t selling. [=people 
aren’t buying the houses that are for sale in that neighbor¬ 
hood] ' They hope the new version will sell better than the 
old one. [=they hope that more people will buy the new ver¬ 
sion] ■ The dictionary is selling well. [=many people are buy¬ 
ing copies of the dictionary] ■ The newest model just didn’t 
sell. [=very few people bought it] b [+ obj] — used to say 
how many copies of something have been sold ■ Their first 
album sold more than a million copies. [=more than a mil¬ 
lion copies of the album were bought] 

5 : to cause people to want to buy (something) : to cause the 
sale of (something) [+ obj] His name on the cover sells the 
book, [no obj] Good advertising sells. 

6 [+ obj] : to persuade someone to accept or approve of 
(something or someone) ■ He had a difficult time selling his 
theory to other scientists. ■ You will really have to sell your¬ 
self at the interview to get that job. 

sell a pup see pup 

sell off [phrasal verb] sell (something) off or sell off (some¬ 
thing) : to sell (something) especially for a low price in or¬ 
der to get rid of it quickly or to get money that you need • 
He sold off his car so he could move overseas. ■ The family 
plans to sell some of the property off. — see also sell-off 
sell on [phrasal verb] sell (someone) on (something) : to per- 
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suade (someone) to be interested in and excited about 
(something) ■ He tried to sell them on the value of the 
project he was proposing. — often used as (be) sold on • 
She wasn’t sold on the idea. [=she wasn’t convinced that it 
was a good idea] 

sell out \phrasal verb] 1 a : to be bought until no more are 
available : to be entirely sold ■ Tickets to the concert sold 
out quickly. ■ The book has sold out in stores across the 
country, b : to sell the entire amount of something ■ 
Many stores sold out quickly when the book was first pub¬ 
lished. ■ The concert sold out quickly. [=all the tickets to 
the concert were quickly bought] C be sold out: to have 
sold the entire amount of something ■ “Are there any more 
tickets?” “No, I’m sorry, We’re (all) sold out." [=we’ve sold 
all the tickets] — often + of • The store was sold out of milk 
again. [=there was no milk at the store because it had all 
been sold] d sell (something) out or sell out (something) 
: to sell all of (something) ■ The tickets were (all) sold out 
quickly. [=all of the tickets were sold quickly] 2 : to sell 
all that you own of a business, company, etc. ■ In the end, 
the other owners forced her to sell out. 3 disapproving : to 
do something that does not agree with your beliefs, values, 
etc., especially in order to make money ■ Many of the 
band’s fans accused them of selling out when they started 
appearing in television commercials. ■ The union sees the 
deal as selling out to management. [=the union sees the deal 
as going against their principles and favoring management] 
4 sell (someone) out or sell out (someone) informal : to do 
something that harms or causes trouble for (someone who 
trusted you) in order to get something for yourself: to be¬ 
tray (someone) ■ She sold out her accomplices [=she told 
police who her accomplices were] in exchange for a lower 
sentence. — see also sellout, sold-out 
sell (someone) down the river informal : to do something 
that harms (someone who trusted you) especially in order 
to get something for yourself : to betray (someone) ■ I 
can’t believe my best friend would sell me down the river, 
sell (someone or something) short : to put too low a val¬ 
ue on the ability, importance, or quality of (someone or 
something) ■ Don’t sell yourself short. You have some great 
skills and experience. ■ I think you’re selling the book 
short, it’s a lot more interesting than that. 
sell up [phrasal verb] Brit : to sell your possessions, business, 
etc., especially so that you can move away ■ They were 
forced to sell up and go out of business. 
sell your body : to accept money in exchange for sex 
sell your soul (to the devil) : to gain wealth, success, pow¬ 
er, etc., by doing something bad or dishonest • He has sold 
his soul (to the devil) for fame and prosperity. 

2 sell noun, pi sells [count] chiefly US : something that is sold 

— used to say that it is easy or difficult to get people to buy 
or accept something; usually singular ■ Her new novel was an 
easy sell. [=her new novel sold well; many people wanted to 
buy it] ■ We need to raise taxes, but that’s a tough sell. [=it’s 
hard to persuade people to accept a tax increase] — see also 
HARD SELL, SOFT SELL 

sell—by date noun, pi ~ dates [count] : a date that is print¬ 
ed on food packages which shows the last day on which the 
food can be sold — sometimes used figuratively ■ He wants 
to get married before he’s past his sell-by date. [=before he’s 
too old] 

sell'er PscX&J noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person or business that sells something ■ a ticket seller • 
The seller said that the car was in excellent condition. • We’re 
the number one seller of appliances in the country. 

— opposite buyer; see also bookseller 

2 : a product that sells in a particular way or amount • Her 
new CD is a hot seller, [-a lot of people are buying her new 
CD] ■ That book is our top/biggest seller. — see also BEST 
SELLER 

seller's market noun [singular] : a situation in which few 
things of the same kind are for sale, prices are high, and sell¬ 
ers have an advantage over buyers — opposite BUYER’S 
MARKET 

selling point noun, pi — points [count] : a quality or fea¬ 
ture that makes people want to buy something ■ The car’s 
new sound system is a selling point. ■ The house’s big/main/ 
major selling point is its location. 

selling price noun [singular] : the price for which some¬ 
thing actually sells ■ They asked $200,000 for the house, but 


the eventual selling price was $175,000. — compare asking 
price 

sell-off /■sEl,aT/ noun [noncount] 

1 US : the sale of a large number of stocks or shares that 
causes their price to drop ■ The decline in technology stocks 
prompted a sell-off that made matters even worse. — see also 
sell off at ‘sell 

2 Brit: the sale of an industry that is owned by the govern¬ 
ment to private buyers 

Sellotape /'sEta,teip/ trademark, Brit — used for a type of 
adhesive tape 

Sell*OUt /'sEl,aot/ noun, pi -outs [count] 

'1 ; a game, concert, etc., for which all seats are sold ■ The 
concert/game/performance was a sellout. 

2 a : an occurrence in which you do something that does 
not agree with your beliefs, values, etc., especially in order to 
make money ■ The union sees the deal as a sellout, b 
: someone who does something that does not agree with that 
person’s beliefs or values especially in order to make money 
■ Angry fans called him a sellout when he started appearing 
in television commercials. — see also sell out at ‘sell 
Selt*zer /'seltsa 1 / noun [noncount] : water that has bubbles 
added to it 

selves plural of SELF 
se-man-tic /si'msentik/ adj, linguistics 
'1 : of or relating to the meanings of words and phrases ■ the 
process of semantic development/change 
2 : of or relating to semantics ■ semantic theory ■ a semantic 
analysis/interpretation 

— se-man»ti*cal*ly /si'msentikli/ adv ■ The words are se¬ 
mantically related. 

se*man*tics /si'msentiks/ noun [noncount] linguistics 
'1 : the study of the meanings of words and phrases in lan¬ 
guage 

2 : the meanings of words and phrases in a particular con¬ 
text ■ The'whole controversy is a matter of semantics. [=the 
controversy was caused by people understanding the same 
words in different ways] 

— se*man-ti-cist/si , maent3sist//ioM7i,/>/ -cists [count] 
sema-phore /'scma^oay noun [noncount] : a system used 

for sending signals by using two flags that are held in your 
hands 

sem-blance /'sEmblans/ noun [singular] : the state of being 
somewhat like something but not truly or fully the same 
thing — usually + of ■ They found it hard to maintain any 
semblance of control. [=to maintain any appearance of hav¬ 
ing control; to maintain any control at all] ■ Her life finally 
returned to some semblance of order/normality. [=her life fi¬ 
nally became a little more ordered/normal] 
se-men /'sirman/iioim [noncount] : the sticky, whitish liquid 
containing sperm that is produced by a male’s sex organs 
se*mes*ter /sa'mest ?rf noun, pi -ters [count] US : one of 
two usually 18-week periods that make up an academic year 
at a school or college — compare Quarter, term, trimes¬ 
ter 

semi noun, pi senvis [count] informal 

1 /'sE^ai/: semifinal — usually plural ■ The team made it 
to the semis. 

2 /*sE,mai/ US : a short, heavy truck that has a long trailer 
attached to the back and that is used to move goods : semi¬ 
trailer 

3 /'semi/ Brit: a house that is attached to another house : a 
semidetached house 

semi-preTo: 

1 : half ■ a .semicircle • .semicircular 

2 : happening twice during a particular period of time ■ 
■semiannual ■ .semimonthly 

3 : partly ; not completely ■ .semitropical 

4 : partial: not complete ■ .semiconsciousness 
semi*an«nu*al Asemi'aenjawal/ adj, chiefly US : happening 

or produced every six months or twice in each year ■ my 
semiannual visit to my cousin ■ a semiannual joumal/report 

— semi-an-nu-aMy adv 

semi*au-tO*mat*ic AsEmhcrta'msetik/ adj, of a gun : able 
to fire bullets one after the other quickly but not automati¬ 
cally ■ a semiautomatic rifle/weapon/pistol 

— semiautomatic noun, pi -ics [count] ■ The police found 
a semiautomatic in his car. 

semi*breve /'sEmi,bri:v/ noun, pi -breves [count] Brit 

: WHOLE NOTE 

semi*cir-cle / l semi l sa , k3l/ noun, pi -circles [count] 
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1 : half of a circle 

2 : an arrangement of people or things that forms a semicir¬ 
cle ■ The children sat in a semicircle. ■ The houses are built in 
a semicircle. 

— semi-cir*cu-lar /,semi , sa'kj3W adj ■ a semicircular drive¬ 
way 

semi-co-lon /'semhkoulan/ noun, pi -Ions [count] : the 
punctuation mark ; that is used to separate major parts in a 
sentence and to separate items in a series if the items contain 
commas 

semi-COn-dllC-tor / l semik3n , dAkt0'/ noun, pi -tors 
[count] : a material or object that allows some electricity or 
heat to move through it and that is used especially in elec¬ 
tronic devices ■ Silicon is a semiconductor. 

— semi-con-duct-ing /,sEmik3n'dAktiij/ adj, always used 
before a noun • semiconducting materials/properties 

semi-con-scious /.semi'kamjas/ adj : partially conscious 
: only somewhat awake and able to understand what is hap¬ 
pening around you ■ The victim was semiconscious and could 
barely talk. 

semi-de-tached /,semidi't*tJt/ adj, Brit : attached to an¬ 
other house by a shared wall on one side ■ a semidetached 
house/villa 

— semidetached noun [singular] • He lives in a semide¬ 
tached. 

semi*fi-nal /'semi,fain]/ noun, pi -nals [count] : either one 
of two matches, games, or contests to decide which people 
or teams will be in the final part of a competition (such as a 
series of races or a tennis tournament) ■ She played against a 
lesser-known rival in the (women’s) semifinal. — often plu¬ 
ral ■ She won in the quarterfinals but lost in the semifinals. 

— often used before another noun ■ the semifinal round ■ 
semifinal teams 

— semi-fi-naMst /,semi'fain]ist/ noun, pi -ists [count] • She 
was a semifinalist in the tennis tournament. 

semi*for«mal Ascmi'foa'mal/ adj, US : somewhat formal 
: not informal but not highly formal ■ She wore a semiformal 
gown to the wedding. ■ a semiformal dinner party ■ a semifor¬ 
mal meeting/proposal 

semi«month«ly Asemi'mAnBli/ adj : happening or pro¬ 
duced two times in each month ■ a semimonthly meeting/ 
newsletter 

senvi-nal /'scman] /adj 

1 formal : having a strong influence on ideas, works, events, 
etc., that come later : very important and influential sem¬ 
inal book/work/writer 

2 always used before a noun, medical : of or containing se¬ 
men ■ seminal fluid ■ the seminal duct 

sem-i-nar /'scn^naa/ noun, pi -nars [count] 

1 : a meeting in which you receive information on and train¬ 
ing in a particular subject ■ a writing seminar ■ a seminar on 
career planning * educational/investment seminars 

2 : a class offered to a small group of students at a college or 
university ■ a graduate/philosophy seminar ■ a seminar room 

sem-i-nar-i-an /.sema'nerijan/ noun, pi -ans [count] 
: someone who is studying at a seminary 
sem*i*nary /'sem3,neri, Brit 'semanari/ noun, pi -nar-ies 
[count] : a school for training religious leaders (such as 
priests, ministers, and rabbis) 

se-mi-o-tics /,si:mi'a:tiks, semi'aitiks/ noun [noncount] 
technical: the study of signs and symbols and how they are 
used 

— se-mi-o-tic /,si:mi'a:tik, semi'a:tik/ adj ■ a semiotic anal¬ 
ysis/theory 

semi-pre-cious /.semi'prc/as/ adj, of a jewel : fairly valu¬ 
able : having somewhat less value than a precious stone ■ 
semiprecious stones such as aquamarines and garnets 
semi-pri-vate /iScmi'praivat/ adj 

1 : available to a small number of people : providing some 
but not complete privacy ■ a semiprivate terrace/pool 

2 : shared by two patients ■ a semiprivate room in a hospital 
semi-pro /'semi,prou/ adj, always used before a noun 

: SEMIPROFESSIONAL 

— semi pro noun, pi -pros [count] 
Semi*prO*feS«Sion*al Asemipra'fe/anal/ adj, always used 

before a noun 

1 : paid to participate in a sport or activity but not doing it 
as a full-time job • a semiprofessional pitcher/musician 

2 : involving semiprofessional athletes ■ semiprofessional 
soccer/football 

— semi professional noun, pi -a Is [count] 


semi-qua-ver Acini,kweiv»/ noun, pi -vers [count] Brit 

: SIXTEENTH NOTE 

semi-retired /,semin , taja'd/ adj, US : working only part- 
time at a career, job, etc., especially because you have 
reached the age at which you no longer need or want to 
work full-time ■ a semiretired executive/nurse 
semi-skilled /,semi'skild/ adj : having or requiring some 
training : having or requiring less training than skilled labor 
and more than unskilled labor ■ semiskilled labor/jobs ■ semi¬ 
skilled and unskilled assembly workers 
Semi—Skimmed milk /,SEmi'skimd-/ noun [noncount] Brit 
: milk from which some of the cream has been removed 

— compare skim milk 

semi-sweet /,scmi'swi:t/ adj, US: slightly sweet ■ semisweet 
chocolate 

Sem-ite /'se,mait, Brit 'si:,mait/ noun, pi -ites [count] : a 
member of a group of people originally of southwestern Asia 
that includes Jews and Arabs 
Se-mit-ic /sa'mitik/ adj 

'1 : of or relating to the language family that includes He¬ 
brew and Arabic 
2 : of or relating to the Semites 
semi-tone /'scmi,toun/ noun, pi -tones [count] music : a 
difference in sound that is equal to Via of an octave — called 
also (US) half step 

semi-trail-er Ae,mai,trails 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] US 

1 : a long trailer that has wheels at the rear and is attached at 
its forward end to a large truck 

2 : a large truck with a long trailer attached to the back of it 

— see picture at truck 

semi-trop-i-cal /,scmi'tra:pik3l/ adj : subtropical 
semi-week-ly /,scmi'wi:kli/ adj : happening twice a week ■ 
semiweekly classes 

sem-O-li-na Asema'liina/ noun [noncount] 

'1 : a type of wheat flour that is often used to make pasta 
2 Brit : a sweet dessert made from semolina and milk 
Sen. abbr 1 senate; senator 2 senior 
sen -ate /'senat/ noun, pi -ates 

1 the Senate : the smaller group of the two groups of peo¬ 
ple who meet to discuss and make the laws of a country, 
state, etc. ■ the New York State Senate ; especially : the small¬ 
er group of the two groups that form the U.S. Congress ■ The 
Senate approved the bill. ■ The Senate voted to repeal the tax 
cut. — often used before another noun - The Senate bill was 
approved. ■ the Senate race ■ the Senate majority leader ■ a 
Senate aide — compare house of representatives 

2 [count] : a group of people who govern some colleges and 
universities 

3 the Senate : the group of officials who led the ancient Ro¬ 
man government 

sen-a-tor /'senats/ noun, pi -tors [count] : a member of a 
senate or the Senate ■ Democratic/Republican senators ■ a 
former senator • Senator Inouye 
sen-a-to-ri-al /.sena'torijal/ adj ' of or relating to a senator 
or a senate • senatorial offices/candidates 
send /'send/ verb sends; sent /'sent/; send-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to cause (a letter, an e-mail, a package, etc.) to go or to be 
carried from one place or person to another ■ I sent [= mailed] 
the letter/package/check to her. ■ (US) I sent it to her by 
mail. = (Brit) I sent it to her by post. ■ Please fill out the form 
and send it back (to us). ■ He sent me an e-mail. = He sent an 
e-mail to me. ■ Supplies were sent (out) to the troops. ■ Satel¬ 
lites receive signals in space and send them back to Earth. 

2 : to give (a message) to someone ■ Please send my compli¬ 
ments to the chef. [=tell the chef that I enjoyed the food] • 
Tell her that I send my love. [=tell her that I think of her in a 
loving way] • When you write to him, please send him my 
very best wishes. ■ Send word to the others [=tell the others] 
that we’ll be late. 

3 : to tell or cause (someone or something) to go to a place ■ 
He became ill and was sent home from school. ■ She sent the 
kids to bed immediately after supper. ■ He was sent to prison 
for armed robbery. ■ He sent me (to the store) for bread and 
milk. ■ The company sent me to the conference. • “There is a 
Ms. Jones here to see you.” “ Send her in.” ■ He was sent on a 
secret mission. ■ Helicopters were sent (out) to search for the 
lost hikers. ■ They sent a limo to pick her up at the airport. ■ 
He asked us to send a taxi for him. 

4 : to make the arrangements and payments that allow 
(someone) to attend a school, camp, etc. ■ They are able to 
send both their children to private school. • They sent their 
daughter to soccer camp during the summer. ■ They are 
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sending their son (away/off) to military school. 

5 : to tell (someone or something) to go to a particular per¬ 
son or place for treatment, help, information, etc. ■ She sent 
him to the information desk. ■ The teacher sent [^referred] 
the students to the dictionary for the meaning of the word. ■ 
My doctor sent me to a specialist. ■ The Senate sent the bill to 
a committee. 

6 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to cause 
(someone or something) to move in a particular direction or 
manner ■ News of the strike sent stock prices down. ■ The 
surprise attack sent the enemy running. • The punch sent him 
to the floor. ■ He sent the ball into right field. • Her perfor¬ 
mance sent a chill/shiver up/down my spine. [=made me feel 
very excited and emotional] 

7 : to put (someone) into a particular state or condition • 
Her lectures often send students to sleep. — usually + into ■ 
Their decision sent him into a rage. 

send away for \phrasal verb\ send away for (something) or 
send away to (someone) for (something) : to ask to receive 
(something) by sending a letter, coupon, etc., to someone 
by mail ■ I sent away for [= sent off for] a free sample. • You 
will have to send away to the manufacturer for a refund. 
send down \phrasal verb] send down (someone) or send 
(someone) down Brit, informal : to send (someone) to pris¬ 
on ■ He was sent down for six years for the robbery. 
send for \phrasal verb] 1 send for (someone) : to ask 
(someone) to come to a place ■ Someone should send for a 
doctor. 2 send for (something) : to ask someone to bring 
or send (something) to you ■ Send for our free product cat¬ 
alog. ■ The general has already sent for reinforcements. • 
She sent for help. 

send forth \phrasal verb] send forth (something) formal 1 
: to cause (something) to be heard ■ She sent forth [= emit¬ 
ted, (less formally) let out] a loud cry. 2 : to cause (light, 
heat, etc.) to move outward from a source ■ The tropical 
flowers sent forth [=emitted , (less formally) gave off] a won¬ 
derful fragrance. 3 : to produce (something) in the pro¬ 
cess of growing or developing ■ The plant began to send 
forth [=send out] its shoots. 

send in \phrasal verb] 1 send in (someone) or send (some¬ 
one) in a : to tell (someone) to go to a place to deal with a 
difficult situation • Police were sent in to restore order, b 
: to tell (a player) to enter a game ■ He was sent in to re¬ 
place the starting goaltender. 2 send in (something) or 
send (something) in : to mail or e-mail (something) to a 
place ■ Please send in your poems by October 1. 
send off \phrasal verb] 1 send off (something) or send 
(something) off : to send (something) by mail or another 
service ■ I sent off the package yesterday. 2 send off 
(someone) or send (someone) off chiefly Brit: to order (a 
player who has broken a rule) to leave the field for the re¬ 
mainder of the game ■ He was sent off [ejected] for striking 
another player. 3 send off for (something) : to ask to re¬ 
ceive (something) by sending a. letter, coupon, etc., to 
someone by mail ■ I sent off for [=sent away for] a sample. 
send on \phrasal verb] send on (something) or send (some¬ 
thing) on : to cause (something) to go or to be carried from 
one place to another ■ I had my mail/post sent on [= for¬ 
warded, sent] to my new address. • He had his baggage sent 
on ahead. [=sent to the place he is going to] 
send out \phrasal verb] 1 send out (something) or send 
(something) out a : to mail (something) to many different 
people or places • Have you sent out the invitations yet? b 
: to cause (a signal) to go out ■ The pilot sent out a distress 
signal, c : to cause (light, heat, etc.) to move outward 
from a source ■ The coals sent out [-gave off] a reddish 
glow, d : to produce (something) in the process of grow¬ 
ing or developing * The plant began to send out its shoots. 
2 send out for (something) : to ask a restaurant to deliver 
(food) to you ■ We sent out for pizza. 
send (someone or something) packing informal : to 
force (someone or something) to leave a place or situation 
■ We were sent packing after the first day of tryouts. ■ A loss 
in tomorrow’s game will send them packing. [=will elimi¬ 
nate them from the competition] 
send up [phrasal verb] 1 send up (something) or send 
(something) up a : to cause (something) to be heard ■ He 
sent up a loud cry. [=he cried out loudly] b : to cause 
(something) to move upward ■ The campfire sent up 
sparks. ■ If you need help, send up a flare so that we can lo¬ 
cate you. c : to produce (something) in the process of 
growing or developing * plants sending up new shoots d 
: to suggest or propose (something) to a more powerful 


person or group so that a decision can be made ■ The bill 
has been sent up to the Senate for a vote. ■ They are sending 
up a new name/applicant for consideration. 2 send up 
(someone or something) or send (someone or something) 
up chiefly Brit, informal : to imitate (someone or some¬ 
thing) in an amusing way • The show sends up [= parodies ] 
soap operas. — see also send-up 
send-er /'sc.ndzrf noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who sends 
a letter, package, message, etc. • He wrote “return to sender" 
on the package. 

Send-Off /'send.cr.f/ noun, pi -offs [count] : an occasion 
when people gather together to say goodbye to someone 
who is leaving — usually singular • A crowd of friends gave 
them a fine send-off. 

Send— up /'send^p/ noun, pi -ups [count] informal : a mov¬ 
ie, song, etc., that imitates the style of someone or something 
else in an amusing way — often + o/ • a send-up [=parody] of 
horror films — see also send up at send 
se-nes-cence /si'ncsps/ noun [noncount] technical + for¬ 
mal : the state of being old or the process of becoming old ■ 
premature senescence 

— se*nes*cent /si'nespt/ adj ■ senescent cells 

se-nile /'si:,naj3l/ adj [more most —] : showing a loss of 
mental ability (such as memory) in old age ■ a senile man in 
his eighties ■ Her mother is becoming/getting/going senile. 

— se*nil"i*ty /si’nilati/ noun [noncount] ■ Paranoia is a possi¬ 
ble sign of senility. 

Senile dementia noun [noncount] medical : a condition 
that affects the mind of aging people and causes them to be 
confused, to forget things, etc. 

1 Senior /*si:njg/ adj 

1 not used before a noun, US a : older in age — usually + to 
• She is five years senior to me. = She is senior to me by five 
years. [=she is five years older than I am] b — used chiefly 
in its abbreviated form Sr. to identify a father who has the 
same name as his son. • John Smith, Jr. and John Smith, Sr. 

— compare junior 

2 : higher in standing or rank than another person in the 
same position ■ a senior officer/manager/executive ■ the se¬ 
nior vice president of marketing ■ She is a senior aide to the 
president. ■ a senior editor for the magazine ■ He recently be¬ 
came a senior partner in the accounting/consulting firm. — 
often + to - He is senior to me. — compare junior 

3 always used before a noun a : of, relating to, or designed 
for older people ■ a senior center • senior housing b : de¬ 
signed for or done by adults or people over a certain age ■ 
the men’s senior baseball league ■ senior golf 

2 senior noun, pi -nlors [count] 

1 : a person who is older than another person ■ She is five 
years my senior. = She is my senior by five years. [=she is five 
years older than I am] — compare junior 

2 : a person who is of a higher rank than another person ■ As 
his senior , she commanded quite a bit of respect. ■ She was 
his senior in rank. 

3 US : a student in the final year of high school or college ■ 
high school juniors and seniors — often used before another 
noun ■ the senior class/yearbook/prom ■ She skipped her se¬ 
nior year and went straight to college. ■ the senior captain of 
a team — compare freshman, junior, sophomore 

4 chiefly US : senior citizen 

senior citizen noun, pi ~ -zens [count] chiefly US : an old 
person ■ programs/activities for senior citizens : a person 
who is at least a certain age (such as 55) ■ Senior citizens qual¬ 
ify for a discount at the movie theater, 
senior high school noun, pi ~ schools [count] us : a 
school that includes the 10th, 11th, and 12th grades and of¬ 
ten also the 9th grade : high school — compare junior 
HIGH SCHOOL 

se-nior-i-ty /sin'jorati/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the amount of time you have worked at a job or for a 
company compared to other employees ■ Promotions are 
based on merit and seniority. • a teacher with less/more se¬ 
niority • He has worked here longer than I have, so he has se¬ 
niority over me. 

2 : the state of having a higher rank than another person ■ a 
position of seniority 

sen«sa«tion /sen'sei/an/ noun, pi -tions 
1 [count] : a particular feeling or effect that your body expe¬ 
riences ■ I experienced a stinging/prickling/tingling sensation 
in my arm. ■ She felt a burning sensation in her throat. ■ visu¬ 
al/bodily sensations • a sensation of hunger ■ She craved new 
experiences and sensations. 
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2 [count] : a particular feeling or experience that may not 
have a real cause ■ I had a sensation of falling. [=1 felt as if I 
were falling] ■ She had the strange sensation that someone 
was watching her. ■ I couldn’t quite shake the sensation that 
I’d been fooled. 

3 [ noncount ] : the ability to feel things through your physical 
senses • Her injury left her with no sensation in her legs. 

4 [count] a : a lot of excitement and interest — usually sin¬ 
gular ■ The news created (quite) a sensation. • News of the 
corporate merger caused a sensation on the stock market, 
b : someone or something that causes a lot of excitement 
and interest — usually singular ■ The rave reviews turned the 
book into a nationwide sensation overnight. ■ a music/pop 
sensation 

sen*sa*tion*al /sen'seijan]/ acb [more most ~] 

1 : causing very great excitement or interest with shocking 
details ■ a particularly sensational trial/crime ■ sensational 
headlines ■ sensational news stories 

2 : very excellent or great ■ a sensational performance/idea ■ 
a sensational (new) talent 

3 informal : very attractive ■ She looked sensational in her 
new dress. 

— sen-sa-tion-al-ly adv ■ The books sold sensationally well. 
sen*sa*tion*al*ism /sEn'seiJanaJizam/ noun [noncount] 

disapproving : the use of shocking details to cause a lot of ex¬ 
citement or interest ■ The network was accused of sensation¬ 
alism in its reporting. 

— sen-sa-tlon-al-ist /sen'seijanalist/ also chiefly US sen- 

sa-tion-al-is-tic /sen,sei Jana 1 listik/ adj [more most ~] 

■ sensationalist tabloids/reporting ■ sensationalistic newspa¬ 
per stories 

sen*sa*tion*al*ize also Brit sen«sa»tion*al*ise /sen'sei- 
Jana,laiz/ verb -iz-es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] disapproving: to 
describe or show something in a way that makes it seem 
more shocking than it really is ■ Journalists should report the 
news accurately without trying to sensationalize it. 

— sensationalized adj ■ a sensationalized story of a kid¬ 
napping 

1 sense /'sens/ noun, pi sens*es 

1 a [count] : one of the five natural powers (touch, taste, 
smell, sight, and hearing) through which you receive infor¬ 
mation about the world around you ■ All of my senses were 
on the alert for danger. — often + of • The dog lost his sense 
of smell. ■ an acute/poor sense of hearing — see also sixth 
sense b [singular] : a physical feeling : something that 
your body experiences — usually + of m a sense of fatigue/ 
hunger ■ Ear problems can sometimes affect a person’s 
sense of balance. 

2 a [singular] : a particular feeling : an emotion that you are 
aware of ■ We had a sense that something wasn’t quite right. 

— usually + of m Once the speech was over, he was filled with 
a tremendous sense of relief. ■ a sense of loss/urgency/pride ■ 
a sense of well-being ■ Their sense of accomplishment was ob¬ 
vious. »We felt a growing sense of danger. ■ The gun gave him 
a false sense of security. [=made him feel safer than he real¬ 
ly was] ■ She has a strong sense of self. [=she has strong ideas 
about who she is] b [count] : a personal quality : a specific 
quality that is part of your personality — usually singular; + 
of ■ He had a great sense of adventure. [=he liked adventure 
very much] ■ a sense of order/duty ■ She lacked any sense of 
responsibility about financial matters. • He had no sense of 
purpose I=he did not know what he wanted to do with his 
life] after his divorce. ■ She has a great sense of humor. [=she 
says funny things and can see the funny side of things] ■ He 
has no sense of humor. [=he does not find things amusing] ■ 
His excellent sense of direction [=ability to find his way 
around easily in a new place] was useful during our travels. ■ 
The chairman’s speech gave us a clear sense of direction. 
[=helped us to know what we should try to accomplish] 

3 senses [plural] : the ability to think clearly or in a reason¬ 
able way ■ His senses were clear despite his illness. ■ They 
hoped recent events would bring them to their senses- 
[=make them act sensibly] ■ I was scared out of my senses- 
[=1 was so scared that I couldn’t think clearly] ■ ( chiefly Brit ) 
Are you out of your senses ? [=out of your mind] 

4 [noncount] : a proper or reasonable way of thinking about 
something : an awareness of what is appropriate ■ He had 
the sense to leave when the crowd got rowdy. [=he acted in a 
sensible way and left when the crowd got rowdy] ■ She had 
the good sense to stop before she said too much. ■ I wish she 
would see sense [=act in a sensible way] and go to college. 

— see also common sense, horse sense 

5 [noncount]: a reason for doing something : a reason why 


something was done ■ There’s no sense [=point] in waiting. ■ I 
fail to see the sense of/in that decision. [=1 fail to see why that 
decision was made] 

6 [count] : the meaning of something (such as a word or 
phrase) ■ Many words have more than one sense. ■ in the bib¬ 
lical/religious/legal sense of the word ■ an abstract/broad 
sense ■ The American sense of this word differs from the Brit¬ 
ish sense. ■ He learned the speech by heart but missed the 
sense entirely. I=he memorized the speech but he did not un¬ 
derstand it] — often + of • The oldest sense of the word dates 
from 1890. ■ The intended sense of the passage was lost in 
translation. ■ The book is a classic in every sense of the 
word. [=in every possible way] 

come to your senses : to begin to think in a sensible or 
correct way after being foolish or wrong ■ He finally came 
to his senses and gave up his plans to quit his job and be¬ 
come an artist. ■ When will you come to your senses ? Don’t 
you realize that she’s been lying to you? 
in a/one sense : in one way : from one point of view • In 
one sense [=in a way], he was correct. 
in no sense : in no way : definitely not ■ This book is in no 
sense intended for beginners. = In no sense is this book in¬ 
tended for beginners. [=this book is too hard or advanced 
for beginners] 

in some senses : in some ways • In some senses , it was a 
wasted effort. 

knock some sense into someone's head or knock some 
sense into someone informal : to cause someone to stop 
thinking or behaving foolishly ■ I tried to knock some sense 
into the boy’s head, but he just wouldn’t see reason. 
make (any) sense of : to understand (something) • We 
couldn’t make (any) sense of the instructions. ■ Were you 
able to make any sense of what he said? 
make sense 1 : to have a clear meaning : to be easy to un¬ 
derstand ■ We read the recommendations and thought they 
made (perfect) sense. ■ The instructions don’t make any 
sense (at all). = The instructions make no sense (at all). = 
The instructions make little sense. ■ You’re not making 
much sense (to me). (=1 can’t understand what you’re say¬ 
ing] 2 : to be reasonable ■ It makes sense to leave early to 
avoid traffic. ■ It makes little/no sense to continue. [=there 
is little/no point in continuing] ■ Why would he do such an 
awful thing? It makes no sense (to me). 
take leave of your senses see 2 leave 
talk (some) sense Into/to informal: to cause (someone) to 
stop thinking or behaving foolishly ■ I couldn’t talk sense to 
him. • He talked (some) sense into her and she promised she 
would get rid of that dangerous car. 

2 sense verb senses; sensed; sens-lng [+ obj] 

1 not used in progressive tenses : to understand or be aware of 
(something) without being told about it or having evidence 
that it is true ■ We sensed danger. ■ She immediately sensed 
my dislike. — often + that, what, when, etc. • He sensed what 
was going on and decided to intervene. ■ I sensed that I may 
have offended you. ■ My mother told me later that even 
though she was miles away, she could sense [=telf] that some¬ 
thing wasn’t right at home. ■ People can sense [-perceive] 
when someone isn’t being honest. 

2 of a machine : to detect the presence or occurrence of 
(something) ■ A motion detector can sense movement. ■ a de¬ 
vice that senses (the presence of) fine particles in the air — 
often + that, when, whether, etc. ■ The system can sense if 
there is a readable CD in the drive. 

senseless /'senslas/ adj 

1 : done or happening for no reason ■ a senseless crime/trag¬ 
edy ■ senseless deaths ■ senseless acts of violence 

2 — used after beat, knock, etc., to say that someone is hurt 
badly and becomes unconscious ■ I was knocked senseless by 
the fall. [=1 fell and hit my head and lost consciousness] ■ 
They beat him senseless. = He was beaten senseless. [=he was 
beaten until he was unconscious] 

3 : stupid or foolish ■ a senseless practical joke ■ Don’t be 
such a senseless idiot! 

- sense-less-ly adv - sense-less.ness noun [noncount] 
sense organ noun, pi ~ -gans [count] : a part of your 
body (such as your eyes, ears, nose, or tongue) that you use 
to see, hear, smell, taste, or feel things 
Sen«Sl*bil*i*ty /,sensa'bilati/ noun.pl -ties formal 
1 [count] : the kinds of feelings that you have when you 
hear, see, read, or think about something ■ The speaker gave 
no thought to the sensibilities of his audience. (=the speaker 
did not worry about how his audience would feel about what 
he said] ■ We don’t want to offend the viewers’ sensibilities. 




sensible • sentiment 


1480 


[=we don’t want to upset the people who watch this] 

2 \count\ : the kinds of feelings that a certain type of person 
tends to have ■ This movie appeals to people with a feminist 
sensibility. [=this movie appeals to feminists] ■ The cartoon 
seems out of line with modem sensibilities. [=the cartoon 
seems strange or offensive to modem people] 

3 : the ability to feel and understand emotions [count] The 
writer is remembered most for his sensibility, [noncount] 
She’s a woman of poetic/artistic sensibility. 

sen«si«ble /'sensabal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : having or showing good sense or judgment : reason¬ 
able ■ sensible people ■ a sensible choice/solution/diet ■ sen¬ 
sible prices ■ a sensible answer/question • My teacher gave 
me some sensible advice. ■ She was sensible enough to stop 
driving when she got too tired. 

2 : designed to be comfortable, useful, etc., rather than styl¬ 
ish ■ sensible shoes/clothes ■ She wore a sensible coat. 

— sen-si-bly /'sensabli/ adv • My doctor advised me to eat 
sensibly. • He was sensibly dressed. 

Sen*Si»tive /'sensativ/ adj [more most ~] 

1 a : easily upset by the things that people think or say 
about you ■ a moody, sensitive teenager ■ He acts like a tough 
guy, but he’s really very sensitive to criticism. — often + 
about ■ She’s painfully/overly sensitive about her looks. [=she 
cares very/too much about what people say or think about 
her looks] ■ a sensitive soul [=a person who is easily hurt 
emotionally] — opposite insensitive b : likely to cause 
people to become upset ■ sensitive [-touchy] topics/issues ■ a 
politically sensitive decision 

2 a : aware of and understanding the feelings of other peo¬ 
ple ■ I f ound him to be a sensitive and caring person. — often 
+ to • She was sensitive to the fears of her patients. 

— opposite insensitive b : having an understanding of 
something : aware of something — + to ■ We are sensitive to 
the need to act quickly in this situation. 

3 : easily affected by something in a way that is not pleasant 
or good : reacting to something in, on, or around you in a 
bad way ■ sensitive skin — often + to ■ She is sensitive to pol¬ 
len (in the air). ■ My teeth are sensitive to cold foods. ■ I am 
sensitive to wheat. [=1 become ill when I eat wheat] ■ Now 
that I’m older. I’m more sensitive to (the) cold. [=1 feel colder 
in cold surroundings now than I did in the past] 

4 : able to express thoughts and feelings through writing, 
music, dance, etc. ■ a sensitive poet/artist ■ an exquisitely sen¬ 
sitive dance performance 

5 technical a : able to sense very small changes in some¬ 
thing • a highly sensitive device/instrument ■ sensitive scales 
b : changing in response to something ■ light -sensitive film = 
film that is sensitive to light 

6 : needing to be handled in a careful or secret way in order 
to protect someone or something ■ highly sensitive informa¬ 
tion [information that could be harmful if many people 
knew it; information that should be kept secret] ■ sensitive fi¬ 
nancial data 

— sen-si-tive-ly adv ■ The problem was handled sensitively. 
sen-si-tiv-i*ty /,sensa'tivati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 a : the tendency to become upset about things that are 
done to you, are said about you, or relate to you [noncount] 

1 was surprised by her extreme sensitivity about even the 
smallest suggestions that we made. — often + to • his sensitiv¬ 
ity to criticism [count] Their sensitivities were inflamed by 
his remarks. [=they became very upset by his remarks] b 
[noncount] : the tendency to cause people to be upset ■ the 
racial sensitivity of this issue [=the tendency of people of cer¬ 
tain races to become upset about this issue] • This is a matter 
of great political sensitivity. 

2 a : an awareness and understanding of the feelings of oth¬ 
er people [noncount] He handled the situation with great 
sensitivity. ■ Her decision shows a lack of sensitivity. ■ I would 
have appreciated a little more sensitivity from you. [singular] 

— often + to • She has shown a great sensitivity to the needs 
of her students, b : an awareness of the details or qualities 
of something — often + to • He displays a remarkable sensi¬ 
tivity to the subtle nuances of language. 

3 : the quality of being easily affected by something in a bad 
or unpleasant way [noncount] skin sensitivity [=the skin’s 
tendency to react in a bad way to substances that touch it] ■ 
drug sensitivity - sensitivity to drugs/medications [count] He 
has chemical sensitivities. [=his body reacts badly to certain 
chemicals] ■ He has food sensitivities. [=he can’t eat certain 
kinds of food] — often + to ■ a sensitivity to light/pollen 

4 [singular] : the ability to express your thoughts and feel¬ 
ings through writing, music, etc. ■ Her singing is character¬ 


ized by a rich emotional sensitivity. 

5 [noncount] : the quality of needing to be handled in a care¬ 
ful or secret way ■ the sensitivity of this document/data 

6 [noncount] technical : the ability of a device to sense very 
small changes in something ■ The new refinements have im¬ 
proved the sensitivity of the motion detector. 

sen-si-tize also Brit sen»si‘tise /'sens3,taiz/ verb -tiz«es; 
-tized; -tiz-ing [+ obj] : to make (someone or something) 
sensitive or more sensitive: such as a : to make (someone) 
more aware of something — usually + to ■ The program is in¬ 
tended to sensitize students to the dangers of drug use. b 
medical : to cause (someone) to become sensitive to a sub¬ 
stance and to react to it in a bad way — usually + to\ usually 
used as (be) sensitized 'If you have become sensitized to an 
allergen, even an extremely small amount of the allergen in 
your environment can trigger an attack. 

— sen-si-ti-za-tion also Brit sen-si-ti-sa-tion /.sensata- 
'zeijan, Brit .sensa^ai'zeijan/ noun [noncount] 

sen-sor /•sengsoas 'scnsa 1 / noun, pi -sors [count] : a device 
that detects or senses heat, light, sound, motion, etc., and 
then reacts to it in a particular way ■ a motion/optical sensor 
• Image sensors are used in digital cameras. ■ Infrared sen¬ 
sors can track an object’s movement. 

sen-so-ry /'sensari/ adj : of or relating to your physical 
senses ■ A study was conducted on sensory stimulation and 
its effects on the brain. ■ sensory perceptions ■ sensory depri¬ 
vation 

sen-su*al /'senjawal/ adj [more most ~]: relating to, de¬ 
voted to, or producing physical or sexual pleasure ■ sensual 
desires/pursuits/excesses ■ a very sensual man/woman ■ Cer¬ 
tain fragrances apparently heighten sensual experiences. ■ a 
sensual mouth ■ sensual delights 

— sen-su*al*i«ty /jsen/a'wselati/ noun [noncount] ■ The ac¬ 

tress exuded sensuality on screen. — sen*su*al-ly 
/'sen/owali/ adv [more most ■ a sensually pleasing ex¬ 

perience 

sen-su-ous /'senjawas/ adj [more most ~] : affecting 
the senses in a pleasing way ; pleasant, attractive, or appeal¬ 
ing in a way that produces or suggests feelings of physical or 
sexual pleasure ■ a sensuous voice/mouth • her sensuous lips ■ 
The sensuous sounds of soul music created a warm atmo¬ 
sphere. ■ A gentle, sensuous breeze caressed our faces. 

— sen*sU’Ous-ly adv [more most ~] ■ a sensuously 
smooth finish — sen-su-ous*ness noun [noncount] 

Sent past tense and past participle of send 
1 sentence /'sentns/ noun, pi -tenc-es 

1 [count] : a group of words that expresses a statement, ques¬ 
tion, command, or wish ^ Sentences usually contain a sub¬ 
ject and verb. In written English, the first word of a sentence 
is capitalized and the sentence ends with a period, question 
mark, or exclamation point. ■ write/construct/analyze a sen¬ 
tence ■ complete/incomplete sentences 

2 law : the punishment given by a court of law [count] a 
harsh/lenient sentence ■ a prison/jail sentence • He is serving 
a 10-year sentence for armed robbery, [noncount] The judge 
passed/pronounced sentence on him. [=announced what his 
punishment would be] — see also death sentence, life 
SENTENCE, SUSPENDED SENTENCE 

2 sentence verb -fences; -fenced; -tenc-ing [+ obj] law 
: to officially state the punishment given to (someone) by a 
court of law ■ The defendant was sentenced and fined. — 
usually + to ■ The judge sentenced him to prison. 

— sentencing /'sentnsiq/ noun [noncount] ■ He will return 
to the court on Wednesday for sentencing. — often used 
before another noun ■ sentencing laws/guidelines 

Sentence adverb noun, pi — -verbs [count] grammar 
: an adverb that limits or describes the meaning of an entire 
statement rather than just a single word or phrase ■ 
“Similarly” and “hopefully” often function as sentence ad¬ 
verbs. 

sentence fragment noun, pi ■ — -ments [count] grammar 
: a group of words that is written out as a sentence but that 
lacks a subject or verb 

Sen*ten*tioUS /sen'tenjas/ adj [more most ~] formal + 
disapproving : having or expressing strong opinions about 
what people should and should not do ■ a smug and senten¬ 
tious writer ■ a sententious speech 

— sen-ten-tious-ly adv • He spoke sententiously. 

sen-tient /'senjijant/ adj, technical + formal : able to feel, 

see, hear, smell, or taste ■ sentient beings 

sen*ti-ment /'scntamant/ noun, pi -merits 
1 : an attitude or opinion [count] His criticism of the court’s 
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decision expresses a. sentiment that is shared by many people. 
■ an expression of antiwar sentiments • a noble sentiment • 
“The lecture was interesting, but it was much too long.” "My 
sentiments exactly V [=1 agree with you completely] [non¬ 
count] A good politician understands public sentiment, ^un¬ 
derstands the opinions held by many or most people] 

2 [ noncount]: feelings of love, sympathy, kindness, etc. ■ She 
likes warmth and sentiment in a movie. ■ You have to be 
tough to succeed in the business world. There’s no room for 
sentiment. 

sen*ti*men*tal /^enta'ment]/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : based on, showing, or resulting from feelings or emotions 
rather than reason or thought ■ He has a sentimental attach¬ 
ment to his old high school. ■ She saved her wedding gown 
for sentimental reasons. ■ He has sentimental ideas about the 
past. A sentimental journey is a visit to a place that was 
once very familiar and that brings back memories of the 
past. ■ They took a sentimental journey to England, the coun¬ 
try where they had met. Something that has sentimental 
value is important to someone because of its connection 
with a happy time of life, a special person, etc. ■ I keep this 
picture because it has sentimental value for me. 

2 a : appealing to the emotions especially in an excessive 
way ■ a sentimental melodrama b : having or expressing 
strong feelings of love, sadness, etc., in a way that may seem 
foolish or excessive ■ a sentimental person ■ I tend to get very 
sentimental when I think about my childhood. 

— sen-ti-men-tal-ly adv 

sen-ti-merVtaMsm Asenta'menta.lizam/ noun [noncount] 

: a tendency to have or express feelings of love, sadness, etc., 
especially in a way that seems foolish or excessive : a senti¬ 
mental quality ■ the sentimentalism of 19th-century art 

— sen-ti-men-tal-ist /^enta'mentalist/ noun, pi -ists 
[count] 

sen*ti-men*tal*i*ty Asenta^en'tEelati/ noun [noncount] 

: the quality of being sentimental especially in an excessive 
way ■ the sentimentality of Romantic poetry 
sen-ti-men-tal-ize also Brit sen-ti-men-tal-ise 
/(Sents'ments^aiz/ verb -iz-es; -ized; -iz-ing : to describe 
or show (something) in an emotional way that makes it seem 
more attractive or interesting than it really is : to describe or 
show (something) in a sentimental way [+ obj] The movie 
sentimentalizes the past. ■ sentimentalized stories of child¬ 
hood [no obj] He does not sentimentalize in his biography, 
sen-ti-nel /‘sentanal/ noun, pi -nels [count] : sentry ■ 
armed sentinels — sometimes used figuratively ■ The trees 
stand sentinel [=stand in a row like soldiers] on the cliffs. 

sen-try /'sentri/ noun, pi -tries [count] : a soldier who 
guards a door, gate, etc. ■ The general placed/posted an 
armed sentry at the bridge. ■ The company hired a policeman 
to stand sentry [=be a guard] by the door. 

Sep. abbr September 

sep-a-ra-ble /'separabal/ adj : capable of being separated ■ 
The top and bottom sections are easily separable (from each 
other). ■ His religious and political beliefs are not always sep¬ 
arable from each other. — opposite inseparable 

— sep-a-ra-bil-bty /.separa'bilati/ noun [noncount] 

1 sep-a-rate /'separat/ adi 

1: not joined, connected, or combined : placed or kept 
apart ■ two separate buildings ■ There are separate restrooms 
for men and women. ■ The boys/girls have separate rooms. ■ 
They slept in separate beds. ■ We use the same Internet ser¬ 
vice provider but have separate accounts. ■ The company 
broke up into three separate [= independent] entities. ■ Each 
state has a separate set of laws [=has its own set of laws] con¬ 
cerning marriage. ■ He tries to keep his private life and pub¬ 
lic life separate (from each other). = He tries to keep his pri¬ 
vate life separate from his public life. 

2 : different from something else ■ I met him on four sepa¬ 
rate [-different] occasions. : not related ■ That’s an entirely 
separate issue. 

go your separate ways 1 : to end a relationship with 
someone ■ After 20 years of marriage, they decided to go 
their separate ways. 2 : to go in different directions after 
being together ■ After dinner we went our separate ways, 
under separate cover see 2 cover 

— sep-a-rate-ness noun [ noncount] 

2 seP-a«rate /'sEpa,reit/ verb -rates; -rat*ed; -rat-ing 

1 [+ obj]: to cause (two or more people or things) to stop be¬ 
ing together, joined, or connected : to make (people or 
things) separate ■ He separated the fighters (from each oth¬ 
er). ■ They described the process used to separate cream 


from milk. ■ (US) He fell and separated [= dislocated] his 
shoulder. [=caused the bone in his shoulder to move out of 
its proper position] 

2 [+ obj] : to be between (two things or people) ■ A river sep¬ 
arates the two towns. = The two towns are separated by a riv¬ 
er. (=there is a river between the two towns] ■ A great dis¬ 
tance separated the sisters from each other. 

3 [no obj] : to stop being together, joined, or connected : to 
become separate ■ They walked together to the corner, but 
then they separated and went their separate ways. • The main 
group separated into several smaller groups. ■ Oil and water 
separate when combined together. ■ The oil separated from 
the water. ■ The salt crystals separated out of the liquid. 

4 [no obj] : to stop living with a husband, wife, or partner ■ 
They separated six months after their wedding. ■ She separat¬ 
ed from her boyfriend last week. 

5 [+ obj] : to see or describe the differences between (two 
things) ■ We need to separate [distinguish] fact and/from fic¬ 
tion. 

6 [+ obj] : to be the quality that makes (people or things) dif¬ 
ferent : differentiate ■ Their personalities and political 
beliefs separate them. ■ Our ability to reason is what sepa¬ 
rates us from animals. 

7 [+ obj] — used to describe how much difference there is in 
the scores or positions of people or teams in a race, game, 
etc. ■ One goal separated the teams at the beginning of the 
third period. ■ Polls show that the candidates are separated 
by only a narrow margin as the election approaches. 
separate off [phrasal verb] separate (someone or some¬ 
thing) off or separate off (someone or something) : to 
cause (someone or something) to be separate from other 
people or things ■ He separated himself off from the crowd 
in the subway. 

separate out [phrasal verb ] separate out (someone or some¬ 
thing) or separate (someone or something) out : to remove 
(someone or something) from a group ■ Before you put out 
the trash, you have to separate out the bottles and cans. ■ 
Most schools separate out children with learning problems. 
separate the men from the boys : to show which people 
are really strong, brave, etc., and which are not ■ The com¬ 
petition has been easy to this point, but now it gets tough 
and we’ll really begin to separate the men from the boys, 
separate the sheep from the goats or separate the 
wheat from the chaff chiefly Brit: to judge which people 
or things in a group are bad and which ones are good ■ The 
magazine describes many different products and then sep¬ 
arates the sheep from the goats. 

separated adj 

1 : not living with a husband, wife, or partner ■ My sister is 
separated from her husband. = My sister and her husband 
are separated. 

2 US, medical : not attached because of an injury : dislo¬ 
cated ■ He suffered a separated shoulder. 

3 : located far apart from each other ■ The birds live on two 
widely separated islands. 

sep-a-rate-ly /'separatli/ adv : not together with someone 
or something else ■ The two vegetables should be cooked sep¬ 
arately. ■ The software is sold separately from the hardware. ■ 
The professor met with each student separately. 
sep-a-rates /'separats/ noun [plural] : pieces of women’s 
clothing that can be worn with other pieces in different com¬ 
binations to form different outfits 
sep-a-ra-tion Asepa'reijan/ noun, pi -tions 
T: the act of separating people or things or the state of being 
separated [count] After a separation of 30 years, she visited 
her family in Cuba, [noncount] Moving away meant separa¬ 
tion from his family. ■ The U.S. Constitution calls for the 
separation of church and state. [=calls for government and 
religion to be kept separate from each other] 

2 [count]: a situation in which a husband and wife live apart 
from each other — usually singular ■ She wanted a separa¬ 
tion from her husband. 

separation anxiety noun [noncount] : a feeling of strong 
fear and anxiety that is experienced by a young child when 
the child is separated from a parent 
sep-a-rat-ist /'separatist/ noun, pi -ists [count]: a member 
of a group of people who want to form a new country, reli¬ 
gion, etc., that is separate from the one they are in now 
— sep-a-rat-ism /'sEpara,tizam/ noun [noncount] ■ religious 
separatism — separatist adj ■ a separatist movement/ 
group/leader 

sep-a-ra-tor /'sepa,reit»/ noun, pi -tors [count] : someone 
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or something that separates two or more things from each 
other 

Se-pia /'si:pija/ noun [noncount] : a reddish-brown color 

— sepia adj • sepia photographs/prints 

Sep'S is /'scpsgs/ noun [noncount] medical : illness caused by 
an infection in a part of the body * She was treated for sepsis 
of the urinary tract. 

Sept. abbr September 

Sep-tem-ber /sep'temba'/ noun, pi -bers : the ninth 
month of the year [noncount] early/mid-/late September • 
early/late in September • School begins on September the 
fifth. = ( US) School begins on September fifth. = School be¬ 
gins on the fifth of September, [count] The weather has been 
very mild during the past two Septembers. 
sep*tet /scp'tct/ noun, pi -tets [count] 

1 : a group of seven singers or musicians who perform to¬ 
gether 

2 : a piece of music that is meant to be performed by seven 
people 

septic /'septik/ adj, chiefly Brit, medical : infected with bac¬ 
teria ■ a septic leg * The cut went septic. [=the cut became in¬ 
fected! 

sep*ti«ce*mia (US) or Brit sep*tl*cae*mla Ascpta'siimija/ 
noun [noncount] medical : a dangerous infection of the 
blood: blood poisoning 

septic tank noun, pi tanks [count] : a tank under the 
ground that holds human waste from toilets 
sep-tu-a-ge-nar-i-an /scp.tuiwscfea'nerijan, Brit (Sep,tju- 
ac&s'nearian/ noun, pi -ans [count] : a person who is be¬ 
tween 70 and 79 years old 
Se*pul*Chral /ss'pAlkral I adj 

1 [more most ~] literary : very sad and serious : very dis¬ 
mal or gloomy ■ sepulchral silence/darkness 

2 always used before a noun : of or relating to a sepulchre ■ 
sepulchral walls ■ a sepulchral inscription 

sep*ul-chre or US sep*ul"Cher /'sepalka 1 / noun, pi -chres 
or US -chers [count] old-fashioned : a place of burial 
: TOMB 

se«quel /'siikwal/ noun, pi -quels [count] 

1 : a book, movie, etc., that continues a story begun in an¬ 
other book, movie, etc. • The new film is a sequel to the very 
successful comedy that came out five years ago. ■ He is busy 
writing the book’s sequel. — compare prequel 

2 : something that happens after and usually as a result of a 
previous event ■ There is an interesting sequel to my date 
with her that I’ll share with you later. 

se-quence /'siikwans/ noun, pi -quenches 

1 : the order in which things happen or should happen 
[count] a sequence of events [noncount] He listened to the 
telephone messages in sequence. • After she dropped the 
photographs, they were out of sequence. [=not in order, out 
of order] 

2 [count] : a group of things that come one after the other 
: series ■ a sequence of numbers/thoughts/poems/photo¬ 
graphs 

3 [count] : a part of a movie, television show, etc., that deals 
with one subject, action, or idea ■ a chase sequence in a spy 
movie ■ I enjoyed the movie’s opening sequence. 

se*quen«tial /si'kwen/al/ adj, formal 

1 : of, relating to, or arranged in a particular order or se¬ 
quence ■ sequential filing systems • Put the cards in sequential 
order. 

2 : happening in a series or sequence ■ sequential actions/ 
events 

— se*quen«tiaMy adv ■ I arranged the photos sequentially. 
se*ques*ter /si'kwest*/ verb -ters; -tered; -terming [+ obj] 

1 formal : to keep (a person or group) apart from other peo¬ 
ple ■ The jury was sequestered until a verdict was reached. • 
He was sequestered in his room. 

2 law : to take (property) until a debt has been paid ■ Their 
property was sequestered. 

sequestered adj, literary : located in a quiet and private 
place : secluded • a sequestered house/village 
se-ques-trate /‘siikwa.streit/ verb -trates; trat-ed; -trat- 
Ing [+ obj] chiefly Brit, law : sequester 2 
se-ques-tra-tion Asiikwa'strei/an/ noun [noncount] 

1 US : the act of keeping a person or group apart from other 
people or the state of being kept apart from other people • 
the sequestration of a jury ■ During their sequestration , jurors 
were not allowed to speak to reporters. 

2 chiefly Brit, law : the act of taking someone’s property until 


a debt has been paid ■ the sequestration of property 
se*quin /'siikwan/nown.p/ -quins [count] : a small piece of 
shiny metal or plastic that is sewn onto clothes as a decora¬ 
tion 

— se-qulned or se*quinned /'siikwand/ adj ■ a sequined 
dress/gown 

se-quoia /si'kwoja/ noun, pi -quotas [count] : a very tall 
evergreen tree that grows in California 
sera plural of serum 

ser-aph /'scraf/ noun, pi ser*a«phlm /'serajim/ or ser¬ 
aphs [count] : a type of angel that is described in the Bible 
: an angel of the highest rank 

se«raph"lc /sa'rcefik/ adj, literary : very beautiful or pure 
like that of an angel ■ a seraphic smile ■ her seraphic face 
1 ser-e a nade Asera'neid/ noun, pi -nades [count] : a love 
song that is sung or played outdoors at night for a woman 
2 serenade verb -nades; -nad«ed; -nad-lng [+ obj] : to sing 
or play a serenade for (someone) • He serenaded her from 
the garden below her window. — sometimes used figurative¬ 
ly ■ The crickets seranaded us all night long. 
ser-ervdip*l‘ty Aseran'dipati/ noun [noncount] literary 
: luck that takes the form of finding valuable or pleasant 
things that are not looked for ■ They found each other by 
pure serendipity. 

— ser*en-dlp-l-tous /,seran'dipatas/ adj • a serendipitous 
discovery 

se*rene /sa'riin/ adj [more most —] : calm and peaceful ■ 
a serene face ■ serene music/skies 

— se-rene»ly adv • She smiled serenely. • The sunset was se¬ 
renely beautiful. — se-ren-l-ty /sa'renati/ noun [noncount] 
• a feeling of peace and serenity 

serf /'saf/ noun, pi serfs [count] : a person in the past who 
belonged to a low social class and who lived and worked on 
land owned by another person ■ medieval serfs 
serfdom /'satfdam/ noun [noncount] \ the state of being a 
serf 

serge /'sa^fc/ noun [noncount] : a strong cloth that is used to 
make clothes ■ a coat made of serge • a blue serge suit 
ser-geant /'saacfcant/ noun, pi -geants [count] 

1 : an officer of low rank in the army or marines — see also 
STAFF SERGEANT 

2 : an officer in a police force with a rank below captain or 
lieutenant — abbr. Sgt. 

sergeant major noun, pi sergeants major or sergeant 
majors [count]: an officer of low rank in the U.S. Army or 
Marines Corps 

1 se-ri-al /'sirijal/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : arranged or happening in a series ■ The pictures are num¬ 
bered and arranged in serial order. ■ Scientists made serial 
observations over a period of two weeks. 

2 a of a crime : committed many times usually in the same 
way ■ serial murders/rapes b of a criminal : committing a 
series of crimes ■ a serial killer/rapist 

3 : broadcast or published in separate parts over a period of 
time ■ a serial story/novel/publication 

4 computers : designed for a computer system in which very 
small pieces of information are sent one at a time over a sin¬ 
gle wire ■ a serial cable/connection/port/printer — compare 
Parallel 3 

— se*rl«al-ly adv •serially numbered items • serially connect¬ 
ed printers ■ The story was published serially. 

2 serial noun, pi -als [count] : a story that is broadcast on tele¬ 
vision or radio or that is published in a magazine in separate 
parts over a period of time ■ a daytime television serial 
se-ri-al-ize also Brit se«rl*aMse /'sirija,laiz/ verb -lz«es; 
-Ized; -iz-lng [+ obj] : to broadcast or publish (something, 
such as a story) in separate parts over a period of time ■ Her 
story was serialized in the magazine. 

— se-rl-al-l-za-tlon also Brit se>rl«aM*sa«tion /.sirijala- 
'zei/an, Brit (Siaria^ai'zei/an/ noun, pi -tions [count, non¬ 
count] 

serial number noun, pi ~~ -bers [count]: a number that is 
put on a product and that is used to identify it ■ the serial 
number of a computer 
se-nes /'siriz/ noun, pi series [count] 

1 : a number of things or events that are arranged or happen 
one after the other — usually singular ■ the summer concert 
series at the park — often + of • a series of experiments/ex¬ 
plosions • We’ve had a series of problems with our computer 
network. • an unusual series of events 

2 a ; a set of regularly presented television shows involving 
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the same group of characters or the same subject ■ a popular 
television series • a five-part series on/about the history of 
baseball b : a set of books, articles, etc., that involve the 
same group of characters or the same subject ■ a comic book 
series • a series of articles on global warming 
3 sports : a set of games that are played between two teams 
one after the other on different days ■ The Yankees played a 
three-game series against the Red Sox last week. ■ The play¬ 
off series between the two teams begins next week. — see 
also WORLD SERIES 

in series : one after the other in a particular order ■ She 
placed the items in series. 

ser-if /'seraf/ noun, pi -its [count] technical : one of the short 
lines near the top and bottom of the long parts of some print¬ 
ed letters — see picture at font; see also sans serif 
S e«ri‘OUS /'sirijas/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : having an important or dangerous possible result • a seri¬ 
ous injury/illness/condition ■ “You sound terrible.” “It’s just 
a bad cold. Nothing serious .” ■ serious risks ■ For my brother, 
not going to college was a serious mistake. ■ Crime is a seri¬ 
ous problem in this neighborhood. 

2 : involving or deserving a lot of thought, attention, or 
work • a serious study ■ The team is a serious contender for 
the championship. ■ If you want to quit smoking, you have 
to make a serious effort. • They had a serious conversation 
about their relationship. ■ a serious novel about modern life ■ 
The story raises serious questions about our system of jus¬ 
tice. ■ Dog shows are a serious business. 

3 : giving a lot of attention or energy to something ■ serious 
musicians ■ She is a serious cyclist who rides 200 miles each 
week. ■ Serious journalists do not pry into the personal lives 
of famous people. ■ When it comes to fishing, he’s very seri¬ 
ous. = He’s very serious about fishing. ■ My sister is serious 
about her grades. 

4 : not joking or funny ■ a serious story/opera ■ Don't laugh. 
I’m serious ! ■ Can you be serious just this once? This is im¬ 
portant. ■ He is serious about moving down South. [=he truly 
wants/intends to move down South] • “He says he won’t do 
it.” “ Are you seriousT ’ ■ “I’m joining the army.” “ You can’t 
bo serious. ” [=you have to be joking; I can’t believe that 
you’re really joining the army] 

5 always used before a noun, informal : large or impressive in 
quality or amount ■ After business school, he started making 
some serious money. [=he started making a large amount of 
money] ■ These are serious shoes! • They did some serious 
drinking at the bar. [=they drank a lot] 

6 : having or involving strong romantic feelings ■ Their ro¬ 
mance is quite serious. They’re even talking about marriage. 
■ We’ve dated a few times, but it’s nothing serious. • They are 
a serious couple. ■ He’s never really had a serious relationship 
with a woman. — often 4- about ■ She and her boyfriend are 
serious about each other. 

7 : thoughtful or quiet in appearance or manner ■ He looks 
like a serious person. ■ You look serious. What’s the matter? 

se-ri-ous-ly /'sirijasli/ adv [more most ~] 

1 : in a serious way ■ No one was seriously injured in the ac¬ 
cident. ■ I thought seriously about death while I was in the 
hospital. ■ You should seriously consider buying a new car. ■ 
You don’t mean that seriously, do you? ■ If you like arguing 
so much, you should be a lawyer! Seriously, you would be 
good at it. [=1 was joking when I said you should be a lawyer, 
but I actually think you would be good at it] ■ It was so hot 
that we nearly melted. But seriously , it was hotter than I’ve 
ever experienced. ■ ( informal) “I’ll pay for dinner.” “ Serious- 
tyl" [=are you being serious when you say that you’ll pay for 
dinner?] 

2 : to a large or great degree or extent ■ I think you are seri¬ 
ously mistaken. ■ During her first year in the United States, 
she was seriously [=very , extremely ] unhappy. ■ She’s a seri¬ 
ously beautiful woman. [=a very beautiful woman] 

take (someone or something) seriously : to treat (some¬ 
one or something) as being very important and deserving 
attention or respect ■ He takes his religious faith seriously. • 
She’s well qualified for the job, so she hopes the company 
will take her seriously. ■ His parents threatened to punish 
him, but he didn’t take them seriously. [=he didn’t believe 
that they would actually punish him] ■ Police are taking the 
matter very seriously. • Don’t take him seriously —he loves 
to say crazy things. ■ Most politicians take themselves too 
seriously. [=think of themselves as being more important 
than they really are] 

se-rl-ous-ness /'sirijasnas/ noun [noncount] : the quality 
or state of being serious ■ We were shocked by the serious¬ 


ness of her illness. ■ The child's seriousness was surprising. • 
You have to consider the seriousness of the charges against 
you. ■ She spoke with great seriousness, 
in all seriousness : in a serious way — used to stress that a 
statement, question, etc., is not a joke ■ “I was the queen of 
England in a previous life,” she said in all seriousness. ■ In 
all seriousness , if he does propose, what will you say? 
ser-mon /'sa-man/ noun, pi -mons [count] 

1 : a speech about a moral or religious subject that is usually 
given by a religious leader ■ He preached/delivered/gave a 
sermon on the importance of kindness. 

2 informal + usually disapproving : a serious talk about how 
someone should behave ■ Dad gave me a sermon yesterday 
about doing my homework. 

ser-mon-ize also Brit ser-mon-ise /'sa'ma.naiz/ verb -iz- 
es; -ized; -iz«ing [no obj] : to give a sermon to someone; es¬ 
pecially, disapproving : to give someone unwanted advice 
about good moral behavior ■ She’s a teacher who can talk to 
her students about serious subjects without sermonizing. 

ser-pent /'sapant/ noun, pi -pents [count] literary : a usual¬ 
ly large snake 

ser«pen«tine /'sapan,ti:n, Brit 'sa:pan,tain/ adj [more 
most ~]: having many bends and turns ■ a serpentine [= twist¬ 
ing] path through the woods 

ser-rat-ed /'sea^eitad, sa'reitad/ adj : having a row of small 
points or teeth along the side like a saw ■ a knife with a ser¬ 
rated blade/edge 

ser-ried /'serid/ adj, always used before a noun, literary 
: crowded or pressed together ■ Flowers came up every 
spring in their serried ranks. 
se«rum /'siram/ noun, pi se>rums or se*ra /*sira/ 

1 [noncount] medical : the part of blood that is like water 
and that contains substances (called antibodies) that fight 
disease ■ blood serum 

2 medical : serum from an animal’s blood that can be added 
to a person’s blood to prevent or cure disease [noncount] 
The patient was administered setum. [count] mouse sera 

3 [noncount] biology : the watery part of a fluid found in a 
plant 

servant /'savant/ noun, pi -vants [count] 

1 : a person who is hired to do household or personal duties 
such as cleaning and cooking ■ domestic/household servants 
— see also civil servant, public servant 

2 : a person who is devoted to or guided by something — of¬ 
ten + o/ ■ a servant of the truth ■ She is a servant of her reli¬ 
gion. 

1 serve /'saw/ verb serves; served; serving 

~Ta [+ obj] : to give (food or drink) to someone at a meal, in a 
restaurant, etc. • Soup was served as the first course. ■ The 
waiter served our meals quickly. ■ The restaurant serves ex¬ 
cellent Italian food. • Dinner is served. [=dinner is on the ta¬ 
ble and ready to be eaten] — see also serve UP (below) b 
: to give food or drink to (someone) [+ obj] The waiter who 
served us was very nice. ■ Feel free to serve yourself at the sal¬ 
ad bar. [no obj] You carve the turkey, and I’ll serve. 

2 [+ obj] : to be enough food for (a particular number of 
people) ■ We need to make enough soup to serve [=feecf] eight 
people. ■ The roast should serve six. 

3 [+ obj] : to provide service to (a customer) : to help (a cus¬ 
tomer) make purchases ■ I’m afraid all of our salespeople are 
serving other customers right now. ■ What can we do to serve 
our customers better? 

4 [no obj] a : to be used or seen in a particular way — + as • 
The trees can serve as shelter from the rain. • The organiza¬ 
tion serves as a model of social responsibility. ■ The accident 
serves as [=£s] a reminder of the dangers of drunk driving. • 
Let that serve as [=be] a lesson to you. b : to have a particu¬ 
lar result or effect — often + as ■ Babysitting his nieces 
served as a test of his patience. — often followed by to + verb 
■ She tried hard but her efforts only served to bring more at¬ 
tention to her lack of experience. 

5 a [+ obj] : to be useful or helpful to (someone) ■ Her quick 
wit has served her well on many occasions, b : to provide 
what is needed by or for (someone or something) [+ obj] 
The library serves the community. = The library serves the 
needs of the community. [=provides things that the commu¬ 
nity needs] ■ He argued that government too often serves the 
interests of big business. [=does things to help big business 
instead of ordinary people] ■ Arguing with him serves no 
purpose. [=is not useful or helpful in any way] ■ If (my) mem¬ 
ory serves me (right/correctly) [=if I remember correctly], 
she is from Los Angeles, [no obj] If memory serves , she is 
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from Los Angeles. ■ Many people do not believe that justice 
has been served in his case. [=that he has been given proper 
punishment or fair treatment by the legal system] — see also 
self-serving C [+ obj] : to provide (an area or group of 
people) with a particular service ■ This neighborhood is not 
served with/by garbage collection. ■ Two elementary schools 
serve the town. 

6 : to hold a particular office, position, etc. : to perform a 
duty or job [no obj ] They served on the jury. ■ She served on 
the city council for years. ■ He served as the club’s adviser. ■ 
He served for five years in the army. = He served in the army 
for five years. ■ She was elected to serve for a second term. 
[+ obj] We honor those who serve our country. ■ She served a 
two-year apprenticeship. 

7 [+ obj] : to be in prison for or during (a period of time) ■ 
He’s serving two years for robbery. ■ She is serving a life/ 10- 
year sentence. ■ He has served time [=spent time in prison] 
for drug possession. 

8 [+ obj ] law : to send or give (someone) official legal papers ■ 
He served her with divorce papers. ■ The police officer served 
a summons/writ on him. 

9 [+ obj] : to give respect and service to (someone or some¬ 
thing) ■ She dedicated her whole life to serving God. 

10 sports : to throw a ball into the air and hit it over a net to 
start play in tennis, volleyball, etc. [no obj] It’s your turn to 
serve. [+ obj] They flipped a coin to decide who would serve 
the ball first. 

first come, first served see 2 first 

serve out [phrasal verb] serve (something) out or serve out 
(something) : to complete (a term in office, a prison sen¬ 
tence, etc.) ■ He vowed that he would serve out his five-year 
-term as chairperson. ■ She served out her sentence in a pris¬ 
on in New York. 

serve (someone) right — used to say that someone who 
has behaved badly deserves a particular punishment, prob¬ 
lem, etc. ■ “I hear his wife is divorcing him.” “It serves him 
right after the way he’s treated her.” ■ “He won’t even talk 
to me.” “(It) Serves you right for lying to him." 
serve two masters : to give equal support to two different 
causes, groups, etc. ■ You cannot serve two masters, 
serve up [phrasal verb\ serve up (something) or serve 
(something) up : to give (food) to someone at a meal, in a 
restaurant, etc. ■ That little restaurant serves up some of the 
best Indian food in the city. — sometimes used figuratively 
■ The movie serves up a ton of laughs. [=the movie is very 
funny] 

2 serve noun, pi serves [count] sports : the act or action of 
throwing a ball into the air and hitting it over a net to start 
play in tennis, volleyball, etc. ■ She started the game with a 
powerful serve. ■ It’s your serve. [=it’s your turn to serve the 
ball] 

serv-er /"sava/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 US : a person who brings your food and drinks at a restau¬ 
rant : a waiter or waitress ■ She asked our server for another 
glass of wine. 

2 : the main computer in a network which provides files and 
services that are used by the other computers ■ the file/mail/ 
Web server 

3 : the player who begins play in tennis, volleyball, etc., by 
serving the ball 

4 : something (such as a tray or spoon) that is used to serve 
food 

serv»ery /'savari/ noun, pi -er-ies [count] Brit : a counter in 
a restaurant where customers pick up their food and bring it 
back to their tables 
1 service /'savas/ noun, pi -vic*es 

1 [count] : an organization, company, or system that pro¬ 
vides something to the public ■ the National Park Service ■ 
the National Weather Service [=a government agency that 
provides information about the weather] ■ Students go to 
health services for medical attention. ■ He runs a landscaping 
service. • Their housing is provided through government ser¬ 
vices. — see also answering service, civil service, 
DATING SERVICE, FOREIGN SERVICE, INTERNAL REVENUE 
SERVICE, POSTAL SERVICE, PUBLIC SERVICE, SECRET SER¬ 
VICE, SOCIAL SERVICES, WIRE SERVICE 

2 : work done by an organization or person that does not in¬ 
volve producing goods [count] Take advantage of their free 
delivery service. ■ bus/Intemet/telephone service — often 
plural ■ He offered his services as a babysitter [=he offered to 
be a babysitter] during the party. ■ The lawyers offer their 
services for free to those who cannot afford to pay. ■ We re¬ 


ceived a bill for services rendered. [=for work that had been 
done] ■ the consumption of goods and services [noncount] 
We guarantee excellent service. ■ They have jobs in the ser¬ 
vice industries. [=jobs that involve providing services to cus¬ 
tomers and not producing a product] 

3 [ noncount ] a : work done for a business or organization 
: employment ■ She retired from the company after 34 
years of service. ■ Pay is determined by length of service, b 
: work done for your country, government, etc. ■ a family 
tradition of public service ■ Reporters began investigating his 
record of military service. [=time spent serving in the army, 
navy, air force, etc.] — see also community service c 
old-fashioned : employment as a servant ■ He entered the 
queen’s service. ■ In those days it wasn’t unusual for a person 
to go into service [=become a servant] as a child. ■ He was in 
service all his life. 

4 [noncount] : the act of helping or serving customers at a 
restaurant, hotel, store, etc. ■ The food was good but the ser¬ 
vice was terribly slow. ■ The company is known for its excel¬ 
lent customer service. — see also full-service, lip ser¬ 
vice, ROOM SERVICE 

5 [noncount] : use of a machine or vehicle ■ Our car has giv¬ 
en us great service over the years. [=has served us very well 
over the years] : the state of being available for use ■ The 
copier is currently out of service, [-out of order] ■ The new 
planes will be put into service [=will begin being used] next 
year. 

6 : work that is done to repair something (such as a vehicle) 
or to keep it in good condition [noncount] He brought his 
car in for service. • The store provides television sales and ser¬ 
vice. [count] (Brit) He brought his car in for a service. 

7 : a regularly scheduled trip on a bus, airplane, boat, etc. 
[count] The 10:30 bus service to Boston is canceled today. 
[noncount] There is ferry service to the island four times a 
day. [=the ferry goes to the island four times a day] 

8 [count] : a religious ceremony ■ a funeral/memorial/burial 
service ■ She goes to the synagogue for services on Friday 
nights. 

9 US the service or Brit the services : a country’s military 
forces : a country’s army, navy, air force, etc. ■ He entered/ 
joined the service when he was 19. ■ She was in the service for 
20 years. 

10 [count] : a set of dishes, cups, etc., that match each other ■ 
a tea service ■ I have a china/dinner service for 12 people. 

11 [count] sports : the act of serving the ball in tennis, volley¬ 
ball, etc. : serve ■ a first/second service 

12 [noncount] law : the act of giving legal papers to someone 
■ the service of a subpoena 

13 services Brit : a place along a highway for drivers to get 
food, gasoline, etc. — used both as a singular noun and as a 
plural noun ■ We stopped at a services. 

at someone’s service : ready or available for someone’s 
use ■ I am happy to be at your service if you have any ques¬ 
tions. ■ They made sure there was a car at her service when 
she got there. 

be of service : to be helpful or useful to someone ■ I am 
glad to be of service. ■ May I be of service to you? 
do (someone) a service : to do something that helps 
(someone) ■ The journalists did the public a service by ex¬ 
posing the corruption. ■ You are doing us no service by crit¬ 
icizing everything. 

2 service verb -vices; -viced; -viewing [+ obj] 

1 : to do the work that is needed to keep (a machine or vehi¬ 
cle) in good condition ■ I need to get my car serviced. • The 
shop services sewing machines and old typewriters. 

2 technical : to pay interest on (a loan or debt) ■ The compa¬ 
ny was unable to service the loan. 

3 : to provide (someone) with something that is needed or 
wanted ■ The bookstore primarily services people looking for 
out-of-print books. 

serviceable /‘servasabal/ adf : ready to use or able to be 
used ■ I bought an old but still serviceable bicycle, 
service area noun, pi ~ areas [count] chiefly Brit : rest 
area 

service charge noun, pi ~ charges [count] 

1 : an amount of money that is charged for a particular ser¬ 
vice in addition to a basic fee ■ Tickets are $25 each plus a $3 
service charge per ticket. — called also (US) service fee 

2 Brit : an amount of money that is paid to the owner of an 
apartment building for services (such as garbage collection) 

3 Brit : a charge added to a bill in a restaurant to pay for the 
work of the waitress or waiter 




1485 


service club • set 


service club noun, pi ~ clubs [count] US : a national or- 
ganization that is made up of groups of local people who 
work to improve their communities 
ser-vice*man /'sa-vas^sen/ noun, pi -men /-,men/ [count] 
: a man who is a member of the military 
service mark noun, pi ~ marks [count] : a name, word, 
symbol, etc., that an organization uses to identify its services 

— compare trademark 

service road noun, pi ~ roads [count]: a road that is near 
and parallel to a major road and that allows people to go to 
local stores, houses, etc. 

service station noun, pi -tions [count ]: gas station 
ser*vice*wom«an /'S3 i v3s,wum3n/ noun, pi -wonven 
/-,wimon/ [count]: a woman who is a member of the military 
servicing noun [noncount] : work done to repair a machine 
or vehicle or to keep it in good condition ■ The photocopier 
needs servicing. 

ser-vi-ette /isavi'et/ noun, pi -ettes [count] Brit : napkin 
ser-vile /'saval, Brit 's3:,vail/ adj [more most —] formal + 
disapproving : very obedient and trying too hard to please 
someone ■ In the presence of an authority, he immediately 
adopted a servile [=submissive] attitude. ■ a. servile assistant 

— ser-vil-i-ty /sa'vilati/ noun [noncount] 

1 serving noun, pi -ings [count]: an amount of food or drink 
that is enough for one person ■ This recipe makes four serv¬ 
ings [=helpings] of rice and beans. ■ This is my third serving of 
mashed potatoes. ■ According to the package, one serving 
size is 6 ounces. 

2 serving adj, always used before a noun : used to serve or give 
out food ■ a serving bowl ■ serving utensils 
ser»vi*tllde / , sa , V3 l tu:d, Brit ‘S3:v3,tju:d/ noun [noncount] 
formal : the condition of being a slave or of having to obey 
another person ■ indentured/involuntary servitude 
ses*a«me /'scsami/ noun [noncount] : a plant that is grown 
in warm regions and that produces small flat seeds that are 
used in cooking and as a source of oil — often used before 
another noun ■ sesame seeds ■ sesame oil — see also open 
SESAME 

ses«sion /■se/an/ noun, pi -sions 

1 [count] : a period of time that is used to do a particular ac¬ 
tivity ■ a practice session ■ Her health insurance will cover 12 
one-hour sessions of therapy per year. ■ a recording/photo 
session ■ After the speech there will be a question and answer 
session. [=a period of time when people can have their ques¬ 
tions answered] — see also bull session, jam session, 
RAP SESSION 

2 : a formal meeting or series of meetings of a group of peo¬ 
ple (such as a court of law or legislature) [count] the U.N. 
Special Session on Disarmament [noncount] The board met 
in closed session [=with no one else present] for four hours 
to discuss the issue. ■ Congress is in session [=is meeting] 
right now. 

3 US : a period of time during the year in which a school, 
college, or university has classes [count] I’m going to take 
classes during the summer session, [noncount] School will 
be back in session at the beginning of September. [=school 
will start again at the beginning of September] 

1 set /‘set/ verb sets; set; setting 

T" always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj] a : to 
put (something) in a place or position ■ Set your books 
(down) on the table. ■ We need to set some extra chairs 
around the table. • He set the ladder against the wall and 
walked away. ■ I remember setting my bag right here, b : to 
put (something) into the surface of something ■ They set the 
bricks along the walkway. — often used as (be) set ■ The 
posts are set firmly in the ground. ■ The tiles are set into the 
wall. C : to attach (something, such as a jewel) to a piece of 
jewelry or other decoration ■ The jeweler can set the stone 
several different ways. — often used as (be) set • Her wed¬ 
ding ring is set [=inlaid] with seven diamonds. ■ a diamond set 
in a simple gold band 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj ] : to 
cause the action of (a film, story, etc.) to happen in a certain 
place or during a certain time — often used as (be) set ■ The 
play is set in Verona, Italy. [=the action of the play takes 
place in Verona] ■ The novel is set in 1943. ■ a novel set during 
World War II ■ The story is set against (the backdrop oD the 
Second World War. [=the stoiy takes place during the Sec¬ 
ond World War] 

3 [+ obj] a : to make (something) ready to be used : to put 
(something) in a position to be used ■ He turned off the car 
and set the parking brake. ■ Rangers will set a trap to catch 


the bear, b : to put plates, forks, spoons, knives, etc., on a 
table before serving a meal ■ Would you please set [=(Brit) 
lay] the table? ■ We set an extra place at the table for our 
guest. ■ The table was set for two. [=it had two place settings] 

4 [+ obj] : to cause (a clock) to show a particular time ■ We 
set the clocks ahead one hour for daylight saving time. : to 
cause the controls of (a clock or other device) to be in a par¬ 
ticular position ■ The alarm was set for 7:00 a.m. = The alarm 
was set to go off at 7:00 a.m. ■ I set the timer for/to twenty 
minutes. ■ Set the oven to 350 degrees. ■ In the winter, she sets 
the thermostat at/to 68 degrees. 

5 [+ obj] : to decide on or choose (something) ■ I set a goal 
(for myself) to lose 15 pounds by the end of the year. ■ The 
company must meet certain conditions set by the govern¬ 
ment in order to stay in business. ■ She will be setting the 
agenda for this afternoon’s meeting. ■ setting boundaries/lim¬ 
its/rules ■ NASA has not yet set [=named] the date for the 
shuttle launch. ■ He has set his sights on becoming [=he has 
decided to try to become] the next president. ■ We don’t have 
enough time to do everything. We have to set priorities. [=to 
decide which things are most important to do] 

6 [+ obj] a : to give (a particular price or value) to some¬ 
thing ■ An antiques appraiser set the value of the chair at 
$500. ■ If you set your prices too high, no one will buy your 
products. ■ Her bail was set at $10,000. = The judge set (her) 
bail at $10,000. [=the judge decided that she will have to pay 
$10,000 or stay in jail until her trial] b : to give (a high value 
or importance) to something ■ They set a high value on their 
privacy. [=they value their privacy very highly] ■ Our family 
sets great store by/on tradition. [=our family believes that 
tradition is very important] 

7 [+ obj] a : to cause (something) to be accepted as an ex¬ 
ample, rule, etc. : to establish (a standard, trend, etc.) for 
others to follow or try to copy ■ They are improving the safe¬ 
ty of their vehicles and setting a higher standard for other 
companies (to follow). ■ His style of directing has set a new 
trend in moviemaking. [=other directors are copying his way 
of making movies] ■ His behavior sets a good/bad example 
for the rest of the children. ■ The ruling is likely to set a pre¬ 
cedent for how future cases are decided. [=future cases will 
be decided based on this case] ■ Her lighthearted question set 
the tone for the rest of the interview. [=it gave the rest of the 
interview a light and easy feeling] b : to establish (a record) 
as the performance or achievement that is the best of its kind 
■ She set a record for the most sales in the company’s history. 
[=she made more sales for the company than anyone else 
ever had] ■ He set the world record for/in the 100-meter dash. 

8 [+ obj] : to cause (someone or something) to be in a speci¬ 
fied condition ■ The slaves were set free. ■ He made a raft and 
set it afloat in the river. ■ They set the house on fire. = They 
set fire to the house. = (more formally) They set the house 
afire/aflame/ablaze. [=they caused the house to begin burn¬ 
ing] ■ I wish I knew how to set your mind at ease. [=to help 
you stop worrying] ■ She set him right/straight about what 
happened. [=she told him that he was wrong and explained 
what really happened] ■ We should set our own house in or¬ 
der [=correct the way we do things] before we criticize them. 

9 : to cause (someone or something) to start doing some¬ 
thing [+ obj] We have no idea what set [=got] her crying. — 
often + to ■ Her question set me to wondering if I had made 
the right decision. ■ They are ready to set the plan in motion. 
[=they are ready to cause the plan to start happening] ■ The 
plan has been set in motion. ■ Sources say that the governor 
has set the wheels in motion for a run for the presidency. 
[=the governor has started to run for president] [no obj] He 
immediately set to work [=started working] on the project. 

10 [+ obj] Brit : to give (someone) a particular job : to re¬ 
quire someone to do (a task) ■ My boss set me to organizing 
the files. ■ She set [=assigned] her students the task of writing 
a three-page report. ■ setting homework for the children 

11 [no obj] of the sun or moon : to move down in the sky and 
go below the horizon ■ We sat on the beach and watched the 
sun set. — opposite *rise 5 

12 [+ obj] : to put and hold (your jaw, mouth, etc.) firmly 
into a certain position ■ She crossed her arms, set her jaw, 
and refused to answer any questions. ■ He set his lips firmly. 

13 a [no obj] of a liquid : to become thick or hard ■ The gel¬ 
atin needs a few hours to set. ■ My nail polish is still setting. ■ 
a quick-ser/mg cement b : to become permanent [no obj] If 
you don’t wash your shirt right away, the stain will set. [=you 
will not be able to remove the stain] [+ obj] Hot water will 
set the stain. 

14 : to put (a broken bone) into its normal position so it can 
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heal [+ obj] Doctors set her broken leg last week, [no obj] 
The bones will take several weeks to set. [=grow together] 

15 [+ obj\ : to give a particular style to (someone’s hair) by 
wetting it, putting it in curlers or clips, and drying it ■ She 
gets her hair set and styled twice a week. 

16 [+ obj\ : to type or print (a word, sentence, etc.) in a par¬ 
ticular form or style ■ a word set in italics 

17 [+ obj] : to add music to (words): to create (music) to ac¬ 
company words — usually + to ■ She wrote the lyrics, and he 
set them to music. 

set about [phrasal verb ] set about (something) : to begin to 
do (something) • They set about (the task of) creating a new 
Web site. — sometimes followed by to + verb • They set 
about to create a new Web site. 
set against [phrasal verb] 1 set (something) against (some¬ 
thing) a : to compare (something) to (something else) • 
Let’s set the advantages against the disadvantages. — often 
used as (be) set against • The challenges of fixing the prob¬ 
lem now must be set against the dangers of waiting until 
later to act. ■ The fines were small when set against the 
company’s huge annual profits. — see also ‘set 2 (above) 
b Brit : to list (something) as an expense in order to reduce 
(income for which you must pay tax) • You can set your 
mortgage payments against your rental income. 2 set 
(yourself) against (someone or something) : to decide that 
you do not support (something or someone): to be or be¬ 
come opposed to (something or someone) * She set herself 
against the prevailing beliefs of the time. • He has set him¬ 
self against (joining) them. 3 set (someone) against 
(someone) : to cause (someone) to disagree with or oppose 
(someone) ■ The incident set brother against sister. 
set apart [phrasal verb] 1 set (someone or something) 
apart : to be a quality that makes (someone or something) 
better than or different from other people or things — 
usually + from ■ What sets her apart (from the other teach¬ 
ers) is her great passion for her work. ■ His great height set 
him apart from the other men in his family. 2 set (some¬ 
thing) apart: to keep or save (something) for a particular 
purpose — often used as (be) set apart', usually + for ■ A few 
acres of the city were set apart for a park. 
set aside [phrasal verb] set (something) aside or set aside 
(something) 1 : to move (something) to the side because 
you are not working on it, dealing with it, etc. ■ Mix the 
dry ingredients in a small bowl and set the mixture aside. 
: to wait until later to use or deal with (something) ■ I’ve set 
your memo aside for now but I’ll read it this afternoon. ■ 
The committee set aside discussion of the proposal until 
their next meeting. 2 : to keep or save (something) for a 
particular purpose ■ The hotel set aside [=set apart] 20 
rooms for the guests of the bride and groom. ■ We need to 
set some money aside for our vacation. 3 : to stop think¬ 
ing about, talking about, or being affected by (something) • 
They decided to set aside their differences and work to¬ 
gether. ■ Setting aside the fact that the meal was extremely 
expensive, dinner was very enjoyable. 4 law : to change 
or reverse (a legal decision, conviction, etc.) • The verdict 
was set aside [= overturned] by the court. 
set back [phrasal verb] 1 set (something or someone) back 
or set back (something or someone) : to make the 
progress of (something or someone) slower or more diffi¬ 
cult : to cause (something or someone) to go back to an 
earlier or worse condition ■ A recent lack of funding has 
set back research on the disease. ■ If the law is reversed, it 
will set us back 20 years. [=it will undo 20 years of progress] 

■ setting back progress 2 set (someone) back informal 
: 2 cost ■ A new suit will set you back at least $200. 

set down [phrasal verb] 1 set down (something) : to create 
or establish (a rule, requirement, etc.) • All participants 
must follow the guidelines set down [= established] by the 
organization. ■ Once she sets down the rules, there’s no 
changing her mind. 2 set (something) down or set down 
(something) a : to record (something) by writing it down 

■ She took out her notebook and started setting down her 
thoughts. ■ When an idea for a song comes to me, I set it 
down on paper. ■ setting an agreement down in writing b 
: to land (an airplane) on the ground or water ■ We had to 
set the plane down in a field. 3 set (someone) down : to 
allow (someone) to get off a bus, airplane, etc. ■ I asked the 
taxi driver to set me down [=drop me off, (tXS) let me off] in 
front of the library. 

set eyes on see ‘eye 
set foot In/on see ‘foot 

set forth [phrasal verb] 1 literary : to begin a journey ■ We 


will set forth [=set out] at dawn. 2 set forth (something) or 
set (something) forth formal : to explain or describe 
(something) in an organized way ■ The author sets forth 
[=states] the book’s premise in its first two pages. 
set forward [phrasal verb] set (something) forward or set for¬ 
ward (something) : to explain or describe (something) so 
that it can be considered ■ She has set forward [= presented] 
an ambitious plan to fix the nation’s health-care system. 
set in [phrasal verb] : to begin to be present, seen, etc. — 
used of something unpleasant or unwanted that often lasts 
for a long time * The kids should go outside and play be¬ 
fore the rain sets in again. • An infection set in after the sur¬ 
gery. ■ Reality was starting to set in. f=become obvious] We 
were not going to win. 
set In stone see ‘stone 
set loose see let loose at 2 loose 

set off [phrasal verb] 1 : to begin traveling in a particular 
direction ■ We set off for home. ■ They set off in a different 
direction. ■ In the first chapter, the hero sets off on a. long 
voyage across the ocean. 2 set off (something) also set 
(something) off : to cause (something) to start or happen ■ 
set off an explosion ■ Her comments set off [-touched off] a 
chain of events that led to two people losing their jobs. ■ 
The incident set off a debate about how public land should 
be used. 3 set off (something) or set (something) off a 
: to cause (something) to begin making noise ■ The thick 
smoke set off the school’s fire alarms. ■ Your watch will 
probably set the metal detectors off. b : to cause (fire¬ 
works, a bomb, etc.) to explode ■ They were accused of set¬ 
ting off the bomb that destroyed the building. • It was set off 
by remote control. C : to make (something) easy to see or 
notice ■ The blue in your sweater sets off [= accents ] your 
eyes. ■ Bright yellow police tape set off the area where the 
crime occurred. ■ a quote set off by quotation marks 4 set 
(someone) off: to cause (someone) to suddenly start yell¬ 
ing, crying, laughing, etc. ■ I wonder what set her off. 
set on [phrasal verb] set (someone or something) on (some¬ 
one) : to make (a person or animal) suddenly attack 
(someone) ■ Police dogs were set on the protesters. ■ She set 
her friends on him. 

set out [phrasal verb] 1 a : to begin traveling in a particular 
direction ■ We got out of the car and set out for the nearest 
gas station. ■ They set out toward the east, b : to start do¬ 
ing something : to begin an activity or effort with a partic¬ 
ular plan or purpose ■ She set out with the goal of going to 
the Olympics. — often followed by to + verb ■ She accom¬ 
plishes whatever she sets out [-intends] to do. - I never set 
out to hurt you. [=1 was not trying to hurt you] ■ He set out 
to become a lawyer but ended up teaching history instead. 
2 set (something) out or set out (something) a : to ex¬ 
plain or describe (something) ■ In the article, the group sets 
out the role of parents in a child’s education. ■ He set out 
the basic argument between the two groups, b : to move 
and organize (a group of things) so that they can be seen or 
used ■ We’ll need to set a few extra chairs out for our 
guests. ■ They set out maps and travel brochures for the 
tourists to take. 
set pen to paper see 1 pen 
set sail see 2 sail 
set the pace see ‘pace 
set the record straight see ‘record 
set the scene see scene 
set the stage see ‘stage 

set to [phrasal verb] Brit, literary : to begin doing something 
in an active and serious way ■ We set to and soon finished 
the work. 

set up [phrasal verb] 1 : to prepare for something by put¬ 
ting things where they need to be ■ We have one hour left 
to set up for the party. • We had better start setting up. 2 
set up (something) or set (something) up a : to create or 
establish (something) for a particular purpose ■ A panel 
needs to be set up to investigate the issue. ■ She hopes that 
in a few years she can set up a private practice of her own. ■ 
A foundation was set up for people with the disease. ■ The 
church set up a school for the city’s homeless children. ■ 
The hikers set up camp [=they prepared an area where 
they could sleep outside] just before sunset, b : to ar¬ 
range and plan (an event or activity) ■ I’ll ask my secretary 
to set up a meeting with our clients. ■ Let’s set up a time to 
get together. ■ He was the one who set up the bank rob¬ 
bery. c : to put (something) in an upright position • They 
set up flags along the street for the parade. ■ Help me set the 
tent up. d : to make (a machine, system, etc.) ready to be 
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used ■ They set up the movie camera next to the door. • 
This computer wasn’t set up to run so many programs at 
one time. 3 sef (someone) up or set up (someone) a : to 
cause (someone) to be in a bad situation or to appear 
guilty ■ Those aren’t his drugs. Someone must have set him 
up\ [=framed him; made it look like the drugs were his] ■ 
He claimed he was set up by the police, b Brit : to help 
(someone) feel healthy and full of energy ■ She says that 
daily exercise has set her up to face the challenges of get¬ 
ting old. c : to give (someone) a job, a place to live, etc. ■ 
She set me up in a great apartment in the city. ■ He set his 
son up with a job at his company, d : to do something 
that makes it likely or possible for (someone) to do, get, or 
experience something ■ The team’s excellent defense set 
them up to score the winning touchdown. — usually + for • 
I think you’re just setting yourself up for a big disappoint¬ 
ment. [=you’re expecting something that won’t happen 
and you will be disappointed when it doesn’t] e : to cause 
(someone) to meet someone in order to start a romantic 
relationship ■ “How did you first meet your husband?” 
“My best friend set us up." — often + with ■ She wants to 
set him up with her sister. 4 set (yourself) up as (some¬ 
thing) a : to try to make people believe that you are 
(something) ■ She has set herself up as the best alternative 
to the current administration. ■ He sets himself up as a de¬ 
fender of the people, but he’s really only interested in get¬ 
ting more power, b also set up as (something) or set 
up in (something) : to start your own business ■ She set 
C herself) up as a wedding planner. [=she began working as a 
wedding planner] ■ He set up in business after finishing 
college. — see also setup 
sef up house see 1 house 

set upon [phrasal verb] set (someone or something) upon 
(someone) : to attack (someone or something) — often 
used as (be) set upon • The protesters were set upon by po¬ 
lice dogs. 

sef up shop see ’shop 
sef your heart on see heart 
sef your mind to see ‘mind 
sef your teeth on edge see tooth 
2 set noun, pi sets 

1 [count] a : a group of similar things that belong together 

— often + of • an extra set of keys ■ There were two sets of 
footprints leading to the door. ■ Her parents bought her a 
complete set of Shakespeare. [=all of the poems and plays 
written by Shakespeare] ■ a set of instructions ■ a complex set 
of emotions/ideas b : a group of things that are used to¬ 
gether ■ I need to buy a new set of golf clubs. ■ a set of dishes 
• a chess set ■ an electric train set ■ a dining (room) set [=a 
group of furniture for a dining room] — see also tea set 

2 [count] : a piece of electronic equipment ■ a radio/stereo 
set ■ a television set = (US) a TV set ■ The kids are allowed to 
watch two hours of television. After that, I turn off the set. 

— see also headset 

3 [count] a : a place where a movie or television program is 
filmed or a play is performed ■ We met on the set of Hamlet. • 
The actors got along well both on and off the set. [=while 
they were performing and while they were not] ■ Quiet on 
the set\ b : the rooms, painted backgrounds, furniture, etc., 
that are used for a scene in a movie, television program, or 
play ■ elaborate stage sets • a set designer — called also (US) 
setting 

4 [count] : one of the parts into which a tennis or volleyball 
match is divided : a group of tennis or volleyball games ■ He 
won a fi ve-set match by three sets to two. — see also SET 
POINT 

5 [count] : a group of songs or pieces that a musician or band 
performs at a concert ■ Her band opened the show with a 30- 
minute set. 

6 [singular] somewhat old-fashioned : a group of people who 
have similar interests or characteristics ■ His music has be¬ 
come especially popular with the college set. [=with college 
students] ■ the younger set • the town’s wealthy horsey set 
[=people who are interested in riding horses] — see also jet 
set 

7 [count] Brit : a group of students who perform at the same 
level in a particular subject ■ She’s in the top set for science. 

8 [count] mathematics : a group of numbers, points, etc. ■ the 
set of positive integers ■ a finite set of points 

9 [count] : the number of times that you perform a group of 
repeated movements when you exercise ■ He did 3 sets of 12 
push-ups. 

10 [singular] : the way you move or hold your body, shoul¬ 


ders, etc. • The set of her shoulders suggested confidence and 
strength. ■ the firm set of his jaw — see also mind-set 
11 [count] : a small bulb that you use to grow a new plant ■ 
onion sets 
3 set adj 

1 : having a particular position or location ■ Her college is set 
in the countryside. ■ Their house is set back from the road. ■ 
a man with deep-set eyes — see also close-set 

2 : particular and not changing — used to describe some¬ 
thing that has been decided by someone with authority ■ All 
the cars on our lot have a set [=fixed] price. ■ All contestants 
must write a 200-word essay on a set subject. ■ Schools must 
be in session a set number of days each year. ■ The office is 
open at set hours during the week. ■ (Brit) The book is now a 
set book/text [=a book that students must read] in schools. ■ 
(chiefly Brit) The restaurant has a very good set menu, [-a 
menu with items that cannot be changed] 

3 [more most ~] : not likely to change ■ She has very set 
ideas about how children should behave. ■ We’re both get¬ 
ting older and more set in our ways. [=more unwilling to 
change the way we do or think about things] 

4 of a person sface or expression : in a firm position that does 
not move or change ■ He stared at me with angry eyes and a 
set jaw. ■ a set smile ■ a crowd of set faces 

5 not used before a noun, informal : ready or prepared for 
something ■ Is everyone set to go? ■ We’re all set. • She’s all set 
for an early-morning start. ■ If we win the lottery, we’ll be set 
for life. [=we will have everything we need for the rest of our 
lives] 

6 not used before a noun : scheduled or supposed to happen 
at a certain time — often + for ■ Your package is set [=slated] 
for delivery on the 11th. ■ Her trial is set for October. ■ The al¬ 
bum is set for an early March release. — often followed by to 
+ verb • The album is set to be released in early March. • The 
game is set to begin at 6:00. 

be set against : to feel strongly that you do not want 
(something) or will not do (something) ■ Everyone was set 
against going. ■ He was dead set against the deal. [=he was 
very strongly opposed to the deal] 
be set on : to feel strongly that you want (something) or 
will do (something) ■ She has been set on becoming a doc¬ 
tor since she was a child. ■ I’m not completely set on red for 
this room. 

(get) ready, (get) set, go see ’ready 
have your heart set on see heart 
have your mind set on see ’mind 
sef In stone see ’stone 
set—aside /'setaisaid/ noun, pi -asides 

1 [count] : something that is saved and used for a particular 
purpose; especially, US : a program that requires jobs, mon¬ 
ey, etc., to be saved for people who have not been given as 
much as others in the past ■ minority set-asides 

2 Brit a [noncount] : a plan in the European Union in which 
farmers are paid not to grow a certain crop on a piece of 
land so that the price for that crop will not decrease too 
much b [count] : a piece of land on which the crop is not 
grown 

Set-back /‘set,baek/ noun, pi -backs [count] : a problem 
that makes progress more difficult or success less likely ■ De¬ 
spite some early setbacks , they eventually became a success¬ 
ful company. ■ a serious/minor/temporary setback 
set piece noun, pi ~ pieces [count] 

1 : a scene in a movie or play, an image in a painting, a piece 
of music, etc., that has a familiar style or pattern and that 
creates a particular and usually dramatic effect • a movie 
with some lovely set pieces 

2 chiefly Brit : a carefully planned and performed group of 
movements in sports ■ She scored with a set piece. 

Set point noun, pi ~ points tennis : a situation in which 
one player or team can win the set by winning the next point 
[count] He won with an ace on his second set point, [non¬ 
count] He won with an ace on/at set point.; also [count] : the 
point that must be won to win a set 
set square noun, pi ~ squares [count] Brit : triangle 5 
Sett /'set/ noun, pi setts [count] Brit : a hole in the ground in 
which a badger lives 
set-tee /se'ti:/ noun, pi -tees [count] 

1 : a long seat that has a back and arms and that two or 
more people can sit on 

2 Brit : sofa 

set-ter /'seta 1 / noun, pi -ters [count] 

1 : a person or thing that determines or establishes some- 
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thing ■ As a teenager, she was a style setter for her younger 
sister. [=her younger sister copied her style] ■ world record 
setters [^people who set world records] — often used in com¬ 
bination ■ I like to use the joke as a tone-setter for my 
speeches. [=use the joke to set the tone for my speeches] 
— see also pacesetter, trendsetter 
2 : a large dog that has long ears and long, smooth hair ■ En- 
glish/Irish setters 

set-ting /’setir)/ noun, pi -tings [count] 

1 : the place and conditions in which something happens or 
exists • This would be a beautiful/perfect/ideal setting for a 
picnic. ■ You will have the opportunity to view the animals in 
their natural setting. [= environment ] ■ He tends to be shy in 
social settings. • dining in a casual/formal setting ■ urban ver¬ 
sus rural settings 

2 a : the time, place, and conditions in which the action of a 
book, movie, etc., takes place ■ The movie changes the play’s 
setting from the late 18th century to the year 2000. ■ She uses 
modern-day Los Angeles as the setting for her book, b US 
: the rooms, painted backgrounds, furniture, etc., that are 
used for a scene in a movie or play : SET ■ stage settings 

3 : a particular way of positioning the controls of a machine, 
system, etc., in order to produce a desired result ■ Save mon¬ 
ey by turning the temperature settings up in the summer and 
down in the winter. ■ She just learned how to change the set¬ 
tings on her camera. 

4 : the metal that attaches a stone or jewel to a piece of jew¬ 
elry • The ring has a single diamond in a gold setting. 

5 : PLACE SETTING 

6 : the music that is written to go with a piece of writing ■ the 
musician’s settings of poems by W. B. Yeats 

1 set-tie /'set]/ verb set-ties; set-tied; set-tling 

1 : to end (something, such as an argument) by reaching an 
agreement [+ obj] They were determined to settle the dis¬ 
pute/argument before going home for the day. • settle a case/ 
lawsuit ■ The two sides have settled their differences, [no 
obj ] He agreed to settle out of court. [=to reach an agreement 
about a legal case without going to court] 

2 [+ obj] : to make a final decision about (something) : de¬ 
cide • We need to settle this question once and for all. ■ That 
settles it. I can’t take the day off from work, so I’m not go¬ 
ing. — often used as (be) settled ■ It’s settled then: you pay for 
dinner and I’ll pay for the movie. 

3 : to move to a place and make it your home [no obj] His 
grandparents were immigrants from Germany who settled in 
Pennsylvania. ■ He always thought he’d leave the city and set¬ 
tle in the country. [+ obj] the people who settled the West — 
often used as (be) settled ■ The region was settled by German 
immigrants. ■ The area was settled in the 18th century. 

4 a always followed by an adverb or preposition : to put or 
place (someone) in a comfortable position [+ obj] He settled 
the baby into its crib. ■ She settled herself behind the wheel 
and pulled the car out of the driveway, [no obj] He settled 
back into his chair, b [no obj] : to begin to feel comfortable 
in a new place, job, position, etc. — + in or into ■ I’m glad to 
finally be settling in at my new job. ■ The children are settling 
into their new school just fine. 

5 a [+ obj]: to make (someone or something) quiet or calm • 
Rocking settled the baby. ■ She had a drink to settle her 
nerves, b [no obj ]: to become quiet or calm ■ I’m still wait¬ 
ing for my nerves to settle. [= settle down] 

6 [+ obj] : to relieve pain and discomfort in (the stomach) ■ 
Ginger and peppermint tea are good for settling the/your 
stomach. 

7 [no obj] a : to move slowly downward : to sink gradually 

■ The foundation of the house has settled a little. ■ an area 
where the ground has settled b ; to go or fall down to a sur¬ 
face ■ Dust settled on the shelves. ■ The cocoa settled to the 
bottom of the mug. ■ Some of the contents (of the package) 
may have settled during shipping. ■ Fog settles [=collects] in 
the valley. — see also the dust settles at ‘dust C : to stop 
flying, moving, etc., and rest on something — often + on ■ 
The birds settled on a branch. ■ His eyes settled on the woman 
in the red dress. [=his eyes stopped moving and he looked at 
the woman in the red dress] — often used figuratively ■ A 
hush settled on the crowd. = A hush settled over the room. 
[=everyone in the crowd/room became quiet] ■ Boredom set¬ 
tled on the faces of the students. [=the students began to look 
bored] 

8 : to pay money that is owed [no obj] — often + with or up 

■ Before moving he settled with the utility company. ■ We can 
settle up later. [+ obj] We settled the bill. ■ When do you in¬ 
tend to settle your account ? [=pay what you owe] 


9 [+ obj ] a : to arrange who will be given control or owner¬ 
ship of (a property, business, etc.) ■ She had to settle her 
aunt’s estate after her death, b : to put (something) in order 
so that nothing else needs to be done ■ He settled his affairs 
before entering the army. 
settle a/the score see ‘score 

settle down [phrasal verb ] 1 a : to become quiet, calm, or 
orderly ■ Settle down , children. ■ When things settle down 
here. I’ll come for a visit, b settle (someone or some¬ 
thing) down or settle down (someone or something) : to 
make (someone or something) quiet, calm, or orderly ■ He 
managed to settle the dog down long enough to give her the 
medicine. 2 : to begin to live a quiet and steady life by 
getting a regular job, getting married, etc. • They swore 
they would never settle down and get married. 3 : to put 
yourself into a comfortable position ■ She settled down on 
the bed. "He settled down for the night. 4 : to become 
quiet and begin giving your attention to something ■ They 
quickly settled down to their work. 
settle for [phrasal verb] settle for (something) : to be happy 
or satisfied with (something) : to accept (something) ■ Nei¬ 
ther team would settle for a tie score. ■ He asked his parents 
if he could borrow $20 but settled for $10. [=he accepted 
$10 because that was all they would give him] ■ I’m deter¬ 
mined to win the championship and I won’t settle for less. 
settle on/upon [phrasal verb] 1 settle on/upon (something 
or someone) : to choose (something or someone) after 
thinking about other possible choices ■ We weren’t sure 
what color we’d paint the kitchen, but we finally settled on 
a soft yellow. ■ Hours later, they settled on a plan. 2 settle 
(something) on (someone) chiefly Brit : to arrange to give 
(money or property) to (someone) • She settled her whole 
fortune on her grandchildren. 

2 settle noun, pi settles [count] : a long wooden bench with 
arms, a high solid back, and often with space under the seat 
which can be used to store things 
Settled adj [more most —] 

1 : not likely to move or change ■ settled peoples ■ She had to 
adjust to the settled habits of her new coworkers. ■ He hated 
moving so often and longed for a more settled life. 

2 : comfortable or happy with your home, job, etc. ■ You'll 
feel more settled once you make some new friends. 

3 : having people living in it ■ settled areas of the country ■ a 
densely/sparsely settled neighborhood [=a neighborhood 
where many/few people live] 

set-tie-merit /'sctjmant/ noun, pi -merits 

1 a [count] : a formal agreement or decision that ends an ar¬ 
gument or dispute ■ I got the house in the divorce settlement. 

■ The parties have not been able to reach/negotiate a settle¬ 
ment in the case. ■ an out-of-court settlement [=an agreement 
made to avoid a court case]; also : an amount of money that 
someone receives as part of such an agreement ■ a cash settle¬ 
ment ■ a settlement of two million dollars = a two-million- 
dollar settlement b [singular] : the act or process of settling 
an argument or disagreement ■ We were hoping for a quick 
settlement of the dispute between the neighbors. 

2 [noncount] : the act of paying back money that is owed — 
often + of ■ the settlement of our debts ■ He paid $20,000 in 
settlement of a loan. 

3 a [count] : a place where people have come to live and 
where few or no people lived before ■ English settlements in 
North America ■ This was the island’s first colonial settle¬ 
ment. b [noncount] : the act or process of moving to a new 
area or place to live there : the act or process of settling an 
area or place — often + of ■ The rifle played a big role in the 
early settlement o/North America. C [count]: a small village 

■ They came upon the ruins of an ancient settlement. 
settlement house noun, pi ~ houses [count] US : a 

place or organization that provides various community ser¬ 
vices to people in a crowded part of a city 
Set-tier /'sette/ noun, pi -tiers [count]: a person who goes to 
live in a new place where usually there are few or no people • 
The town was established by British settlers [^colonists] in 
1769. 

Set—tO /'sct,tu:/ noun, pi -tos [count] chiefly Brit : a usually 
short fight or argument ■ He left after a set-to with his girl¬ 
friend. — see also set to at 'set 
set—top box noun, pi ~ boxes [count] : a device that is 
connected to a television so that the television can receive 
digital signals 

Set-up fsctfAp/ noun, pi -ups 
1 : the process of making something (such as a machine or 
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computer program) ready to be used [count] an online ac¬ 
count setup [noncount] The tent is designed for quick and 
easy setup. [=is designed to be set up quickly and easily] ■ Set¬ 
up of the new software is a breeze. — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ How much setup time is needed? ■ Run the set¬ 
up program on your computer. 

2 [count] : the way that something is done or organized ■ It 
took me a while to learn the setup of the office’s filing sys¬ 
tem. ■ We had a great setup. On my days off, my wife would 
work from home while I took care of the kids. ■ The software 
makes it easy to create custom setups. 

3 [count] informal : a situation in which someone is deliber¬ 
ately put in a bad position or made to look guilty — usually 
singular ■ Those aren’t my drugs. This is a setup ! Someone is 
trying to frame me! 

4 [count] : the beginning of a story, joke, etc., that explains 
and leads to what follows — usually singular ■ This sounds 
like the setup to one of your jokes. ■ the setup for a television 
crime drama — see also set up at "set 

sev»en /'sevan/ noun, pi -ens 

1 [count] : the number 7 

2 [count] : the seventh in a set or series ■ the seven of hearts 

3 [noncount] : seven o’clock ■ "What time is it?” “It’s seven." ■ 
I leave each day at seven. 

at sixes and sevens see six 

— seven adj ■ waiting for seven hours — seven pronoun • 
Seven (of them) passed the test. 

Sev*en*fold /'sevan,fould/ adj : seven times as great or as 
many ■ There has been a sevenfold increase in membership in 
the past year. 

— sevenfold adv * Membership has increased sevenfold. 
Seven seas noun [plural] : all the waters or oceans of the 

world ■ He sailed the seven seas. 
sev*en-teen /.sevan'tiin/ noun, pi -teens [count] : the 
number 17 

— seventeen adj ■ They lived together for seventeen years. 

— seventeen pronoun ■ We interviewed seventeen (of 
them). — sev-en-teenth /.sevan'tiinG/ noun, pi -teenths 
[count] ■ I’ll see you on the seventeenth of April. ■ The bill is 
due on the seventeenth (of the month). ■ one seventeenth of 
the total — seventeenth adj ■ The paintings were made in 
the seventeenth century. ■ He finished in seventeenth place. 

— seventeenth adv • She finished seventeenth in the race. 
1 Sev*enth /'sevanG/ noun, pi -enths 

1 [singular]: number seven in a series ■ I’ll be flying in on the 
seventh. [=the seventh day of the month] ■ {baseball) He got a 
base hit in the seventh. [=the seventh inning] 

2 [count] : one of seven equal parts of something ■ Only 
about a seventh of the town voted for her. 

2 seventh adj • occupying the number seven position in a se¬ 
ries ■ on the seventh day ■ the book’s seventh edition ■ her sev¬ 
enth goal of the season ■ I finished in seventh place in the 
competition. 

— seventh adv ■ She finished seventh in the race. ■ the na¬ 
tion’s seventh largest city 

Seventh heaven noun [singular] informal : a state of ex¬ 
treme happiness and joy ■ When I told her she was going to 
be a grandmother, she was in seventh heaven. [=she was 
very happy] 

sev«en»ty /'sevanti/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [count] : the number 70 

2 seventies [plural] a : the numbers ranging from 70 to 79 
■ a salary in the low seventies [=between $70,000 and $74,000] 
b : a set of years ending in digits ranging from 70 to 79 ■ She 
grew up in the seventies. [=1970-1979] ■ She is in her seven¬ 
ties. 

— sev-en*ti«eth /'sevantijaO/ noun, pi -eths [count] ■ one 
seventieth of the total — seventieth adj • his seventieth 
birthday — seventy adj • seventy books — seventy pro¬ 
noun ■ Seventy (of them) came to the performance. ■ seven¬ 
ty of her classmates 

sev-er /'sev^/ verb -ers; -ered; -erdng [+ obj] 

1 : to cut off (something) : to remove or separate (some¬ 
thing) by cutting ■ He severed the lowest tree limbs. ■ His fin¬ 
ger was severed in the accident. ■ a severed head/hand 

2 : to end (a relationship, connection, etc.) completely ■ 
When she went off to college, she severed [=cut off] (all) ties 
with her high school friends. ■ Activists are asking the gov¬ 
ernment to sever all diplomatic relations with the country. 

1 sev«er»al /'sevaral/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : more than two but not very many ■ It took several days/ 
weeks for the package to arrive. ■ He arrived several hours 


ago. ■ several million people ■ We added several more names 
to the list. ■ The meat can be cooked several ways. ■ There are 
several similar stores at the mall. 

2 formal : different and separate • a federal union of the sev¬ 
eral states ■ After college, we each went our several ways. 
[=(more commonly) went our separate ways', stopped being 
together] 

— sev-er*al-ly /'sevarali/ adv, formal + law ■ Both spouses 
are jointly and severally liable for the tax. [=are liable both 
together and separately] 

2 several pronoun : more than two but not very many ■ Sever¬ 
al of the guests left early. ■ I haven’t read all of her books, 
but I’ve read several. 

sev-er-ance /'sevorans/ noun [singular] formal 

1 : the act of ending someone’s employment ■ a severance of 
employment — usually used before another noun ■ sever¬ 
ance pay [=money given to someone who has been fired or 
laid off from a job] ■ She received a good severance package 
[=money and other benefits given when employment is end¬ 
ed] when she was laid off. 

2 : the act of ending a relationship, connection, etc. — usu¬ 
ally + of • a severance of diplomatic relations 

se-vere /sa'via*/ adj se-ver-er; -est [or more most ~] 

1 a : very bad, serious, or unpleasant ■ severe weather condi¬ 
tions • The storm caused severe damage to the roof. ■ a severe 
economic depression ■ The patient is in severe pain. ■ children 
with severe learning disabilities ■ In the most severe cases, the 
disease can lead to blindness, b : causing a lot of physical 
pain or suffering ■ He suffered a severe head injury. ■ a severe 
cold/infection ■ severe bums/wounds 

2 : very harsh ■ He faces severe penalties for his actions. ■ 
The punishment was severe. ■ severe criticism ■ a severe critic 

3 : requiring great effort ■ The war was a severe test of his 
leadership. ■ a severe challenge 

4 : very formal, strict, and serious • a severe young woman ■ 
He’s very generous despite his somewhat severe manner. 

5 : not having much decoration : very plain ■ a very severe 
style of architecture ■ severe clothing ■ a severe hairstyle 

— se-vere-ly adv • severely injured/punished ■ The accident 
has severely limited her mobility. — se-ver*i-ty /sa'verati/ 
noun [noncount] ■ At first, they didn’t understand the sever¬ 
ity of the problem/situation. ■ We were shocked at the se¬ 
verity of the penalty. ■ Treatment varies according to the se¬ 
verity of the symptoms. 

sew /'sou/ verb sews; sewed; sewn /'soun/ or sewed; 
sew-ing : to make or repair something (such as a piece of 
clothing) by using a needle and thread [+ obj ] She sews her 
own dresses by hand. ■ He sewed a patch onto his sleeve. ■ I 
sewed the button back on the shirt. ■ The surgeon sewed the 
wound shut, [no obj] She designs her own dresses and sews 
in her free time. 

sew up [phrasal verb] sew (something) up or sew up (some¬ 
thing) 1 : to close or repair (something) by using a needle 
and thread ■ He sewed up the tear in his shirt. ■ The surgeon 
sewed up the wound. 2 informal a : to do the final things 
that are needed to complete (something) in a successful 
way ■ They’re sewing up the details of the agreement. — of¬ 
ten used as (be) sewn/sewed up • The deal was sewn up by 
lunchtime, b : to make (something, such as a victory) 
certain ■ He scored a touchdown that sewed up the win/ 
game. — often used as (be) sewn/sewed up ■ They felt they 
had the win/game sewn up. [=they felt that they were cer¬ 
tainly going to win] ■ It looks like he has the nomination all 
sewn up. 

sew*age /'suiwicfe/ noun [noncount] : waste material (such 
as human urine and feces) that is carried away from homes 
and other buildings in a system of pipes ■ raw sewage 
sewage treatment plant noun, pi ~ plants [count] 
chiefly US : a place where sewage is cleaned so that it is not 
harmful or dangerous to the environment — called also (US) 
sewage plant, (Brit) sewage farm, (Brit) sewage treatment 
works, (Brit) sewage works 

1 sew-er /'surwa 1 , Brit ■sju.a/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a pipe that 
is usually underground and that is used to carry off water 
and sewage ■ a sewer pipe ■ The water ran into the sewer. 

— compare 2 sewer 

2 sew«er /'sowa / noun, pi -ers [count] : someone who sews 
things ■ Both of the children were good sewers and cooks. 

— compare ‘sewer 

sew-er-age /'suiwancfe, Brit 'sjuiancfe/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a system or process used for carrying away water and 
sewage ■ municipal sewerage 
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2 : sewage ■ raw sewerage 
Sewing noun [ noncount ] 

1 : the act or process of using a needle and thread to make 
or repair something (such as a piece of clothing) ■ She enjoys 
sewing. 

2 : things that are used for sewing or that are being sewn ■ 
She left her sewing in the living room. 

Sewing machine noun, pi ~ machines [Count] : a ma¬ 
chine that is used for sewing things 
Sewn past participle of sew 
Sex /'seks/ noun, pi sexes 

1 [noncount] : the state of being male or female : gender ■ 
The form asks for your name, age, and sex. ■ The couple 
didn’t know what the sex of their baby would be. ■ How do 
you tell the sex of a hamster? ■ discrimination on the basis of 
sex ■ the female/male sex ■ a sex change (operation) [=an op¬ 
eration in which a man’s body is changed to be like a wom¬ 
an’s body or a woman’s body is changed to be like a man’s] 

2 [count] : men or male animals as a group or women or fe¬ 
male animals as a group ■ This movie will appeal to both sex¬ 
es. [=will appeal to both men and women] ■ a battle of the 
sexes (=a battle between men and women] ■ Some feel men 
are the more aggressive sex. ■ a single-sex dormitory [=a dor¬ 
mitory where only women or men stay] — see also oppo¬ 
site sex 

3 [noncount] : physical activity in which people touch each 
other’s bodies, kiss each other, etc. : physical activity that is 
related to and often includes sexual intercourse ■ All he ever 
thinks about is sex. ■ Her mom talked to her about sex. • She 
doesn’t like all the sex and violence in movies. ■ premarital 
sex ■ He had sex with his girlfriend. — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ He has a low sex drive. [=he does not have a 
strong desire to have sex] ■ a sex shop [=a store that sells 
items relating to sex] ■ She has an active sex life. [=she has 
sex often] — see also phone sex, safe sex 

sex act noun, pi ~ acts [count] : an action performed with 
another person for sexual pleasure ■ paid to perform a sex 
act ■ a pair of actors simulating the sex act [=sexual inter¬ 
course] 

sex*a-ge-nar-i-an Aseksacfea'nerijan/ noun, pi -ans 
[count] : a person who is between 60 and 69 years old 
Sex appeal noun [ noncount ] : the quality of being sexually 
attractive ■ an actor with a lot of sex appeal 
Sexed /'sekst/ adj [more most —] — used to describe how 
much sexual interest or desire a person has ■ a highly sexed 
man/woman [=a man/woman who has a strong desire for 
sex] 

Sex education noun [noncount] : education in schools 
about sex — called also ( informal) sex ed 
sex gland noun, pi ~ glands [count ]: gonad 
sex-ism /'sek,siZ3m/ noun [noncount] : unfair treatment of 
people because of their sex; especially : unfair treatment of 
women ■ Have you experienced sexism ? ■ the problem of sex¬ 
ism in language 


— sex-ist /'seksist/ adj [more most ~] ■ He was accused 
of being sexist. ■ Many people thought the ad was sexist. • a 
sexist remark — sexist noun, pi -ists [count] ■ He was ac¬ 
cused of being a sexist. 

sex-less /'sekslas/ adj 

1 : not having sexual activity : not including sex ■ a sexless 
marriage 

2 : not looking like either a male or female ■ sexless dolls 

— sex-less-ness noun [noncount] 

sex object noun, pi ~ -jects [count] : someone who is 
thought of only as being sexually attractive or desirable ■ 
movies that portray/treat women as sex objects 
sex offender noun, pi ~ -ers [Count] : a person who is 
guilty of a crime involving sex (such as rape) 
sex Symbol noun, pi ~ -bols [count] : a usually famous 
person who is very sexually attractive ■ a Hollywood sex sym¬ 
bol 

sex-tant /'sekstant/ noun, pi -tants [count] : an instrument 
used to determine the position of a ship or airplane by mea¬ 
suring the positions of the stars and sun 
sex-tet /sck'stet/ noun, pi -tets [count] 

1 : a piece of music written for six performers 

2 : a group of six people or things; especially : a group of six 
singers or musicians who perform together 

sex-ton /'sckstan/ noun, pi -tons [count] : a person who 
takes care of church buildings and property and often rings 
the church’s bell during services 
sex-tU-plet /sek'stAplat, Brit *sekstjuplat/ noun, pi -plets 
[count ]: one of six babies bom at the same time to the same 
mother ■ She gave birth to sextuplets. — compare quadru¬ 
plet, QUINTUPLET, TRIPLET, TWIN 
Sex-U-al /'sekjawal/ adj 

1 : of, relating to, or involving sex ■ sexual activity/reproduc¬ 
tion ■ sexual abuse/desire/attraction ■ a person’s sexual or¬ 
gans ■ He denied that he had asexual relationship with her. • 
sexual partners [=people who have sex with each other] 

2 : of or relating to males and females ■ sexual differences/ 
characteristics ■ sexual roles 

— sex-u-aMy /'sekjawali/ adv ■ Some teenagers are sexually 
active. [=some teenagers have sex] ■ The movie has some 
sexually explicit scenes. [=the movie has scenes that show 
sex] 

Sexual intercourse noun [noncount] : sexual activity be¬ 
tween two people; especially : sexual activity in which a man 
puts his penis into the vagina of a woman ■ a doctor who is 
accused of having sexual intercourse with one of his patients 

— called also intercourse 

sex-U-al-i-ty /,sckJVwaelati/ noun [noncount] : the sexual 
habits and desires of a person ■ She is comfortable with her 
sexuality. ■ a study of male sexuality 

sexually transmitted disease noun, pi ~ -eases 

[count] medical: std 

Sexual orientation noun [count] : a person’s sexual pref¬ 
erence or identity as bisexual, heterosexual, or homosexual 
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: the state of being bisexual, heterosexual, or homosexual • 
His sexual orientation has never been a problem for him at 
work. ■ people of different sexual orientations — called also 
orientation 

sexy /'scksi/ adj sex-i-er; -est [also more most —] 

1 : sexually appealing, attractive, or exciting • She wore a 
sexy skirt. ■ a sexy young actor ■ Her legs are long and sexy. ■ 
a sexy photograph 

2 : having interesting or appealing qualities • a sexy story ■ 
sexy music 

— sex-i-ly /'sckssli/ adv ■ sexily dressed dancers — sex-i- 
ness /■scksinas/ noun [ noncount] 

SF abbr science fiction 
Sgt. abbr sergeant 

sh or shh or shhh /'J often prolonged! interj — used to tell 
someone to be quiet • Shh\ The baby is sleeping, 
shab-by /'Jaebi/ adj shab-bi-er; -est [also more most ] 

1 : in poor condition especially because of age or use • The 
furniture was old and shabby. ■ He wore a shabby coat. ■ Her 
first apartment was pretty shabby. 

2 : dressed in clothes that are old and worn ■ shabby work¬ 
men 

3 informal : not fair, generous, or reasonable • They com¬ 
plained about the shabby treatment they received at the ho¬ 
tel. • Backing out of the deal was a shabby thing to do. 

not (too) shabby informal : fairly good or quite good ■ He 
came in second in the race. That’s not too shabby for an in¬ 
experienced runner. [=that’s not bad at all for an inexperi¬ 
enced runner] 

— shab-bi-ly /'Jaebsli/ adv ■ The man was shabbily dressed. 
— shab-bi-ness /‘Jaebinas/ noun [noncount] 

1 Shack /\faek/ noun, pi shacks [count] : a small house or 
building that is not put together well ■ an old shack in the 
woods 

2 shack verb shacks; shacked; shacking 

shack up [phrasal verb] informal : to live with someone 
without being married ■ She shacked up with her boy¬ 
friend. ■ young couples shacking up 
1 shackle /'Jackal/ noun, pi shack-les 

1 [count] : one of two rings or bands that are placed around 
a person’s wrists or ankles and that are connected by a chain 

— usually plural ■ The prisoner was placed in shackles. 

2 shackles [plural] : something that prevents people from 
acting freely — + of u The country was freed from the shack¬ 
les of tyranny. 

2 shackle verb shackles; shack-led; shack-ling [+ obj] 

: to put shackles on (someone or something) • The guard 
shackled the prisoner. — often used as (be) shackled ■ Their 
legs were shackled together. — often used figuratively ■ The 
people were shackled by poverty. 

1 shade /'/eid/ noun, pi shades 

1 [noncount] : an area of slight darkness that is produced 
when something blocks the light of the sun ■ The buildings 
cast shade on the plaza. ■ The tree provided plenty of shade. ■ 
These plants grow well in shade. ■ It was a hot sunny day, but 
luckily their seats for the game were in the shade. ■ We sat in 
the shade of a willow tree. 

2 [count] a : something that is used to block strong light ■ 
He used his hand as a shade as he looked out into the bright 
sunlight. ■ an eye shade b : lampshade ■ a lamp with a 
broken shade c US : window shade • She pulled down 
the shades. 

3 shades [plural] informal: sunglasses • She was wearing 
a cool pair of shades. 

4 [noncount] : a darkened area in a drawing, painting, etc. ■ a 
painting with contrasting areas of light and shade 

5 [count] : a particular type of a color that is lighter, darker, 
etc., than other types — usually + of • different shades of 
brown ■ lipstick in several shades of red ■ a bright shade of 
blue 

6 [count] : a particular form of something that is usually 
slightly different from other forms ■ The word has many 
shades of meaning. 

7 [count] : a very small amount • He saw shades [-traces] of 
himself in his son. ■ He is just a shade [=a bit, a little] taller 
than his brother. ■ The shirt is a shade too large for me. 
draw the shades on see ‘draw 

have it made in the shade US, informal : to have a very 
easy life or to be in a very good situation ■ She had to work 
hard for many years to achieve success, but now she has it 
made in the shade. 

put (someone or something) in the shade chiefly Brit, in¬ 


formal : to be much better than (someone or something) ■ 
Their performance really put ours in the shade, 
shades of — used to say what or who you are reminded of 
when you look at or think about someone or something ■ a 
former actor who’s now a politician— shades of Ronald 
Reagan 

— shade-less adj • Their yard is bare and shadeless. 
2 shade verb shades; shad-ed; shad-lng [+obj] 

1 : to shelter (something) from strong light and especially 
from sunlight ■ He shaded his eyes (with his hand). [=he 
placed his hand near his eyes to block the sun] • Several large 
trees shade the house. 

2 : to make an area in a drawing, on a graph, etc., darker 
than other areas ■ She shaded the drawing to give it depth. • 
The shaded part of the graph represents the amount of sales. 

— sometimes + in ■ Shade in the circle that indicates the cor¬ 
rect answer. 

3 US : to change (something, such as the truth) slightly in or¬ 
der to deceive people ■ The article shaded the truth by re¬ 
vealing only one side of the story. ■ shading the facts 
shade into [phrasal verb] shade into (something) : to slowly 

or gradually change into (something) or become the same 
as (something) ■ as day shades into night 
shading noun, pi -ings 

1 [noncount] : the use of dark areas in a drawing, on a graph, 
etc. 

2 shadings [plural] : small differences ■ shadings of blue • 
subtle shadings of meaning 

1 Shad-OW /'Jaedou/ noun, pi -OWS 

1 [count] : a dark shape that appears on a surface when 
someone or something moves between the surface and a 
source of light • The tree cast/threw a long shadow across the 
lawn. • You can see your own shadow on a sunny day. — of¬ 
ten used figuratively ■ a town located in the shadow of the 
Rocky Mountains [=a town located very close to the Rocky 
Mountains] ■ The bad news cast a shadow on the party. 
[=made the party much less enjoyable] ■ His death left a 
shadow over her heart. • For years they lived under the shad¬ 
ow of a dictator. [=they were ruled by a dictator] • He 
couldn’t escape his father’s shadow. [=he couldn’t escape the 
influence of his powerful/successful father] ■ She grew up in 
the shadow of her very popular sister. [=people did not no¬ 
tice her because of all the attention that was given to her sis¬ 
ter] 

2 : an area of darkness created when a source of light is 
blocked [noncount] Part of the valley was in shadow, [plu¬ 
ral] He saw something moving in the shadows. 

3 [singular] : a very small amount of something • I sensed a 
shadow of disappointment in his expression. ■ There is not a 
shadow of (a) doubt [=there is no doubt] that he is lying. 

4 [count] : someone who follows another person or who is al¬ 
ways seen with another person • He is the President’s adviser 
and shadow. 

5 [count]: a dark area of skin under a person’s eyes — usual¬ 
ly plural ■ She woke up with dark shadows [=circles] under 
her eyes. 

6 [count] : someone or something that is now much weaker, 
less impressive, etc., than in the past — + of • The city today 
is just/only a shadow of what it once was. ■ He was once a 
great player, but now he’s just a shadow of his former self. 

— see also eye shadow, five-o’clock shadow 
2 shadow verb -ows; -owed; -ow-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to cover (something) with a shadow — usually used as 
(be) shadowed • The yard was shadowed [=shaded] by trees. 

2 a : to follow and watch (someone) especially in a secret 
way : trail • Police shadowed the suspect for several days, 
b : to follow and watch (someone who is doing a job) in or¬ 
der to learn how to do the job yourself ■ She spent the night 
shadowing other waiters at the restaurant. 

3 shadOW or Shadow adj, always used before a noun — used 
to describe the members of the main opposition party in 
British politics who would be given important positions in 
the government if their party won a national election ■ the 
shadow cabinet/Chancellor ■ Shadow Ministers 
shad-OW-bOX /'Jaedo^ba-ks/ verb -box-es; -boxed, 
-box-ing [no obj] : to box with an imaginary opponent as a 
form of training ■ He was shadowboxing to stay in shape. 

— shadowboxing noun [noncount] 

Shad-OWy /'Jaedowi/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : full of shade or shadows ■ a shadowy lane 

2 : dark and mysterious • She was pursued by a shadowy fig¬ 
ure. 
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3 : not clearly seen or understood ■ He had only a shadowy 
idea of what they wanted him to do. 

Shady /'Jeidi/ adj shad-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 a : giving or providing shade ■ a shady tree b : sheltered 
from the sun’s light : having shade ■ Their backyard is nice 
and shady. ■ a shady area 

2 informal : seeming to be dishonest ■ a shady business deal ■ 
I don’t trust him. He seems like a pretty shady character. 

1 Shaft /'/aft, Brit Vfaift/ noun, pi shafts 

1 [count] : the long, narrow part of a weapon, tool, instru¬ 
ment, etc. ■ the shaft of a spear ■ the shaft of a golf club 

2 [count] : a bar in a machine which holds or turns other 
parts that move or spin ■ a propeller shaft — see also drive- 
shaft 

3 [count] : one of two poles between which a horse is tied to 
pull a vehicle (such as a carriage) 

4 [count] a : an opening or passage straight down through 
the floors of a building ■ an air/elevator shaft b : an open¬ 
ing or passage in a mine ■ a mine shaft 

5 [count] formal + literary : a narrow beam of light ■ They 
stood in a shaft of sunlight. 

6 the shaft US, informal : harsh or unfair treatment ■ Her 
boss really gave her the shaft [=treated her unfairly] when he 
promoted someone less experienced instead of her. ■ He got 
promoted and she got the shaft. 

2 shaft verb shafts; shaft-ed; shaft-ing [+ obj] chiefly US, 
informal : to treat (someone) unfairly or harshly ■ You really 
got shafted in that deal. 

1 shag /'/^eg/ noun, pi shags 

1 [noncount] : long pieces of material (such as wool) that are 
twisted together to make a rug or caipet — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ a shag rug * shag carpeting 

2 [noncount] : a type of strong tobacco that is cut into very 
small pieces 

3 [count] chiefly Brit : a black bird that lives near the sea 
: CORMORANT 

— compare '‘shag 

2 shag verb shags; shagged; shag-ging [+ obj] US : to 
catch or retrieve (a ball that someone has hit) ■ C baseball ) 
They shagged fly balls in the outfield during batting practice. 

— compare ’shag 

3 Shag verb shags; shagged; shag-ging Brit, informal + 
impolite : to have sexual intercourse with (someone) [+ obj] 
He shagged her last night, [no obj] They shagged all night. 

— compare 2 shag 

4 shag noun, pi shags [count] chiefly Brit, informal + impolite 
: an act of sexual intercourse ■ a quick shag — compare 
‘shag 

Shag-gy ffsegi/ adj shag-gi-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : long and tangled ■ shaggy hair ■ the dog’s shaggy coat 

2 : covered with hair or fur that is long and tangled ■ a shag¬ 
gy dog 

shaggy—dog story /if£egi,da:g-/ noun, pi ~ -ries [count] 
old-fashioned : a long story or joke with an ending that is dis¬ 
appointing or that makes no sense 
Shah /*Ja:/ noun, pi shahs [count] : a king of Iran in past 
times 

1 Shake /'/eik/ verb shakes; shook /'Juk/; shak-en 
77 eikan/; shak-ing 

1 a : to move sometimes violently back and forth or up and 
down with short, quick movements [no obj] The ground 
shook during the earthquake. ■ The house shook as the train 
rumbled by. [+ obj] The earthquake shook the ground. ■ 
Shake the salad dressing well before using it. ■ He shook his 
fist (in the air) and yelled at the driver who cut them off. b 
[no obj] : to move or have parts of your body move in short, 
quick movements and in a way that you are not able to con¬ 
trol ■ His hand shook [=trembled] as he reached for the 
phone. ■ He was shaking [=shivering] with cold. ■ She was 
shaking with laughter [=laughing very hard] as he told us the 
story. ■ I could see that he was shaking with anger/rage. [=he 
was so angry that he was shaking] ■ I was so nervous that I 
was shaking like a leaf. • She was shaking in her boots/shoes 
[=she was very nervous] as she waited for the doctor. 

2 [+ obj] : to free yourself from (someone or something) : to 
get away from or get rid of (someone or something) ■ The fu¬ 
gitive couldn’t shake the police. ■ It’s hard to shake the feel¬ 
ing that I’m forgetting something. — sometimes + off ■ He is 
trying to shake off a cold. 

3 [+ obj] : to cause (a belief, feeling, etc.) to become weaker ■ 
The news did nothing to shake my belief that things will be 
okay. ■ Her confidence was badly shaken by the accident. 


[=she became much less confident because of the accident] ■ 
Nothing could shake his faith in God. 

4 [+ obj] : to cause (someone) to feel fear, anxiety, shock, 
etc. ■ The whole town was shaken by the news. — see also 
SHAKE UP 1 (below) 

5 [+ obj] : to force (something) out of something by shaking ■ 
He shook (out) the sand from his sandals. 

6 : to grasp (someone’s hand) with your hand and move it 
up and down when you are meeting or saying goodbye to 
each other or as a sign of friendship or agreement [+ obj] I 
shook his hand. = I shook hands with him. = ( somewhat old- 
fashioned) I shook him by the hand, [no obj] They shook on 
the deal. = They shook on it. [=they shook hands to show 
that they agreed] 

7 [no obj] of your voice : to produce sound in an unsteady 
way because you are nervous, angry, sad, etc. • His voice 
shook as he started his speech. ■ Her voice shook with rage. 
more than you can shake a stick at chiefly US, informal 

: more than you can count ■ She has more cats than you 
can shake a stick at. [=she has a lot of cats] 
shake a leg informal : to move or go quickly ■ It’s time to 
shake a leg —we’re running late. — often used as a com¬ 
mand ■ “ Shake a leg\ We’re going to be late.” 
shake down [phrasal verb] US, informal 1 shake (some¬ 
one) down or shake down (someone) : to get money from 
(someone) by using deception or threats ■ mobsters shak¬ 
ing down store owners for protection 2 shake (someone 
or something) down or shake down (someone or some¬ 
thing) : to search (someone or something) thoroughly ■ 
The police shook the car down looking for illegal drugs. 
shake out [phrasal verb] 1 informal : to happen or end in a 
particular way ■ We are just going to wait to see how things 
shake out. [=tum out] 2 shake (something) out or shake 
out (something) : to shake (something) back and forth or 
up and down in order to remove dirt, wrinkles, etc., from 
it ■ She shook out the clothes as she took them from the 
dryer. ■ He shook the rug out. 

shake up [phrasal verb] 1 shake (someone) up or shake up 
(someone) : to upset (someone) : to shock or frighten 
(someone) ■ The accident shook up both drivers. ■ She was 
shaken up when she heard what happened. ■ The layoffs 
shook up the whole department. — see also ’shake 4 
(above) 2 shake (something) up or shake up (something) 
: to make many changes in (something, such as a company 
or organization) ■ The coach shook things up by hiring new 
assistants. ■ The new CEO shook up the company by asking 
some senior managers to leave. — see also SHAKE-UP 
shake your head: to turn your head from side to side as a 
way of answering "no” or of showing disagieement or re¬ 
fusal ■ When I asked her if she wanted help, she just shook 
her head. 

2 shake noun, pi shakes 

1 [count] : a short, quick movement back and forth or up 
and down ■ He responded to the question with a shake of his 
head. ■ Give the dice a shake. 

2 the shakes informal : a condition in which parts of your 
body move in a way that you are not able to control ■ The 
whole experience gave me the shakes. [=made me shake with 
fear/nervousness] ■ He drank too much coffee and got a bad 
case of the shakes. 

3 [count]: milkshake ■ a chocolate shake 

a fair shake informal : a fair deal : fair treatment ■ The 
judge gave him a fair shake. [=the judge treated him fairly] 
■ She expected to get a fair shake from her boss. 
in two shakes informal: very quickly or soon ■ I’ll be ready 
to go in two shakes. 

no great shakes informal : not very good or skillful at 
something ■ He’s no great shakes as a poker player. = He’s 
no great shakes at playing poker. 

Shake-down /\[eik,daun/ noun , pi -downs [count] infor¬ 
mal 

1 US : the act of taking something (such as money) from 
someone by using threats or deception ■ He was the victim of 
a shakedown by a street gang. 

2 US : a thorough search of something ■ The guards con¬ 
ducted a shakedown of the prisoners’ cells to look for weap¬ 
ons. 

3 : a thorough test of a new ship, airplane, etc., in order to 
make sure there are no problems or defects ■ They’re putting 
the system through a shakedown. — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ a shakedown cruise/flight 

Shak-er /'feika-/ noun, pi -ers [count] 
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1 : a container that is shaken to mix something or to make 
something come out * a cocktail shaker • a shaker of salt ■ a 
dice shaker — see also pepper shaker, salt shaker 

2 Shaker : a member of a U.S. religious group that is known 
for living simply in close communities ■ a member of the 
Shakers 

movers and shakers see mover 

— Shaker adj, always used before a noun ■ a Shaker village/ 
community ■ Shaker furniture [=fumiture made in the sim¬ 
ple style used by Shakers] 

Shake*spear«ean /Jeik'spirijan/ adj : of or relating to 
William Shakespeare or his writings ■ Shakespearean drama ■ 
a Shakespearean actor 

Shake-up /'Jeik,Ap/ noun, pi -ups [count] : an important 
change or series of changes in the way a company or other 
organization is organized or run • There has been a major 
shake-up in the company. ■ a management shake-up — see 
also shake up at ‘shake 

shaky /'Jeiki/ adj shak-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : not strong or steady in movement, sound, etc. : tending 
to shake because of weakness, strong emotion, etc. ■ 1 was so 
nervous that my hands were shaky. [=shafdng, trembling] • 
She took a few shaky steps before she collapsed. ■ His voice 
was shaky. 

2 : weak and likely to break down, collapse, or fail ■ a shaky 
ladder ■ The company’s future is looking pretty shaky. [=the 
company’s future does not look good] * a shaky economy • 
Her commitment to the cause seems shaky. ■ His argument/ 
theory rests on shaky ground. [=his argument/theory is not 
supported by strong evidence] ■ Their marriage is on shaky 
ground. 

3 : not impressive or effective ■ the pitcher’s shaky perfor¬ 
mance ■ The team has performed better lately after getting 
off to a shaky start. ■ My memory of that day is a little shaky. 
[=1 don’t remember exactly what happened on that day] 

— shak-i-ly /*Jeikali/ adv • He stood shakily on the ladder. • 
The pitcher started the game shakily. — shak-i-ness 
/’Jeikinas/ noun [noncount] ■ the shakiness of her voice 

Shale /'Jeil/ noun [noncount] : a soft kind of rock that splits 
easily into flat pieces 

Shall /'/Eel, Jal/ verb, past tense should /'Jud, Jsd/ present 
tense for both singular and plural shall; negative shall not 
or shan’t /'Jaent, Brit '/a:nt/ [modal verb] formal 

1 — used to say that something is expected to happen in the 
future ■ We shall [=will] arrive tomorrow evening. ■ I shall not 
mention it again. = I shan't mention it again. ■ Perhaps it will 
happen. We shall see. 

2 — used to ask for someone’s opinion ■ “ Shall [=should] I 
call a taxi?” “Please do.” ■ When shall we leave? [=when do 
you think we should leave?] ■ Shall we dance? [=would you 
like to dance?] ■ Let’s dance, shall we? 

3 — used to give a command or to say that you will or will 
not allow something to happen ■ You shall leave at once! ■ 
They shall not pass. 

4 — used in laws or rules to say that something is required ■ 
It shall be unlawful to carry firearms. ■ The jury alone shall 
decide the verdict. ■ There shall be no talking during the test. 

— see also shalt 

shaMot /Js'lait, VfEelat/ noun, pi -lots [count, noncount] : a 
small type of onion that is used in cooking — see color pic¬ 
ture on page C4 

shaMow /'Jaelou/ adj shal-low-er; -est [also more —; most 

1 a : having a small distance to the bottom from the surface 
or highest point • a shallow dish/pond/grave ■ The shallow 
end of the pool is only three feet deep. — opposite deep b 
: not going far inward from the outside or the front edge of 
something ■ a shallow closet — opposite deep 

2 disapproving : not caring about or involving serious or im¬ 
portant things ■ Her boyfriends were all shallow creeps. ■ She 
is only interested in shallow [= superficial] things like clothes 
and money. 

3 : taking in a small amount of air ■ She could only take shal¬ 
low breaths. ■ His breathing became very shallow. 

— opposite DEEP 

4 sports : located near the inside edges of an area ■ ( baseball ) 
He hit a fly ball to shallow right field. — opposite deep 

— shal-low-ly adv ■ He was breathing shallowly. — shal- 
low-ness noun [noncount] ■ They measured the shallow¬ 
ness of the water. * She could no longer tolerate his shal¬ 
lowness. 

ShaMowS /'Jselouz/ noun [plural ]: a shallow area in a river. 


lake, etc. ■ The fish lay their eggs in the shallows of the river. 
Shalt /'Jaelt, /alt/ second person singular present tense of 
shall, old-fashioned — used after thou • Thou shalt not kill. 

1 sham /'Jaem/ noun, pi shams 

1 [count] a : something that is not what it appears to be and 
that is meant to trick or deceive people ■ He claims that the 
trial was a sham. ■ Their marriage was a sham, b : someone 
who deceives people by pretending to be a particular kind of 
person, to have a particular skill, etc. ■ Many people believed 
he could help them, but I knew he was a sham. 

2 [noncount] : words or actions that are not sincere or honest 

■ She exposed their sham and hypocrisy. 

2 sham adj, always used before a noun : not real : false, fake 

■ sham marriages ■ sham pearls • a sham doctor 

3 sham verb shams; shammed; sham-ming : to act in a 
way that is meant to trick or deceive people [no obj] She 
wasn’t really hurt; she was only shamming. [+ obj] He was 
shamming illness to avoid work, 
sha-man /'Jarman, 'Jeiman/ noun, pi -mans [count] : some¬ 
one who is believed in some cultures to be able to use magic 
to cure people who are sick, to control future events, etc. 
sham-ble /'Jasmbal/ verb sham-bles; sham-bled; 
sham-bling [no obj] : to walk in an awkward, unsteady 
way without lifting your feet very high off the ground ■ He 
shambled into the room. 

sham-bles /'Jaembalz/ noun : a place or state in which 
there is great confusion, disorder, or destruction [singular] 
The city was a shambles after the hurricane. • This room is a 
shambles. [=mess] ■ His life was a shambles after the divorce. 
[noncount] The room was in shambles. 
sham-bol-ic /j£em'ba:hk/ adj [more most ~] chiefly Brit 
: very messy or disorganized ■ a shambolic system of public 
transportation 
1 Shame /'Jeim/ noun 

1 [noncount] : a feeling of guilt, regret, or sadness that you 
have because you know you have done something wrong ■ 
He felt shame for his lies. ■ The defendant hung his head in 
shame. [=looked down because he was ashamed] ■ Shame on 
you [=you should feel shame] for being so rude. 

2 [noncount] : ability to feel guilt, regret, or embarrassment ■ 
How could you be so rude? Have you no shame ? 

3 [noncount] : dishonor or disgrace • Her crimes brought 
shame upon her family. * There is no shame in admitting 
your mistakes. [=you should not feel ashamed/embarrassed 
about admitting your mistakes] ■ He had to endure the 
shame of being fired. 

4 [singular] : something that is regretted : pity ■ It would be 
a shame to give up now. We’re so close to the end. ■ It’s a 
shame that you’ll miss the show. ■ What a shame that they 
lost the game. ■ I heard you lost your job. That’s (such) a 
shame. 

a crying shame see crying 

put (someone or something) to shame : to be much bet¬ 
ter than (someone or something) ■ Her art project put mine 
to shame. [=her art project was much better than mine] 
2 shame verb shames; shamed; sham-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to cause (someone) to feel ashamed • Her crimes shamed 
[-disgraced] her family. ■ He was shamed by his behavior at 
the party. 

2 : to force (someone) to act in a specified way by causing 
feelings of shame or guilt — + into * The suspects were 
shamed into confessing. ■ My sister shamed me into giving 
the money back. 

Shame-faced /'Jeim,feist/ adj [more most ~]: feeling or 
showing shame ■ He stood there, looking shamefaced. ■ a 
shamefaced apology/grin 

— shame-faced-ly /'Jeim,feisadli/ adv ■ He shamefacedly 
apologized for breaking the window. 

Shame-fill /'Jeimfal/ adj [more most ~] : very bad : bad 
enough to make someone ashamed ■ There is no excuse for 
such shameful behavior. ■ a shameful scandal ■ What a 
shameful sight. 

— shame-ful-ly /'Jeimfali/ adv ■ He has behaved shameful¬ 
ly. [=very badly; disgracefully] ■ She looked away shameful¬ 
ly. [=she looked away because she was ashamed] • He 
shamefully turned himself in to the police. — shame-ful¬ 
ness noun [noncount] 

shame-less /'Jeimlas/ adj [more —; most ~] : having or 
showing no shame ■ The actor made a shameless plug for his 
movie. ■ a shameless display of poor sportsmanship 

— shame-less-ly adv ■ He shamelessly gave himself a raise. 
— shame-less-ness noun [noncount] 
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1 Shain>poo /jEem'pu J noun, pi -poos 

1 [count, noncount ] a : a special liquid that is used for 
cleaning your hair ■ a bottle of shampoo b : a special liquid 
used for cleaning rugs, carpets, etc. 

2 [count] : an act of cleaning hair, a carpet, etc., with sham¬ 
poo — usually singular ■ She gets a shampoo every morning. 

2 Shampoo verb -poos; -pooed; -poo-lng [+ obj\ : to clean 
(something, such as hair, a carpet, etc.) with shampoo ■ She 
shampoos her hair every morning. ■ We need to shampoo the 
rug. 

sham-rock /'j£em,ra:k/ noun, pi -rocks [count] : a small 
plant with three leaves on each stem that is the national sym¬ 
bol of Ireland 

Shandy /'Jsendi/ noun, pi -dies [count, noncount ] Brit : a 
drink made of beer mixed with lemonade 
shang-hai /Jjeg'hai/ verb -hais; -haied; -hai-ing [+ obj ] 
somewhat old-fashioned 

1 : to bring (someone) onto a ship by force ■ a shanghaied 
sailor 

2 informal : to make (someone) do something by using force 
or tricks — usually + into ■ I somehow got shanghaied into 
babysitting for my sister’s kids. 

shank /'jEei]k/ noun, pi shanks [count] 

1 : the straight, narrow part of a tool that connects the part 
that does the work with the part that you hold ■ the shank of 
a drill bit 

2 : a piece of meat cut from the upper part of the leg • a 
lamb/beef shank 

3 : the part of the leg between the knee and the ankle — 
usually plural • an old man with skinny shanks 

Shan’t /'Jzent, Brit 'Joint/ chiefly Brit: shall not 
1 Shan-ty /'Jjenti/ noun, pi -ties [count] : a small, simple 
building that is roughly made from sheets of wood, plastic, 
etc., and that is used as a house by poor people — compare 
2 shanty 

2 shanty noun, pi -ties [count] : a song that sailors sang in the 
past while they worked — compare ‘shanty 
Shan-ty-town /'j£enti,taun/ noun, pi -towns [count] : a 
town or a part of a town where the people are poor and live 
in shanties 

1 shape /'Jeip/ noun, pi shapes 

1 : the form or outline of an object [count] circles, squares, 
triangles, and other geometric shapes ■ The cake has a rect¬ 
angular/circular shape. ■ The pieces came in many different 
sizes and shape y. ■ a cookie in the shape of a heart [=a cookie 
shaped like a heart] ■ The cloud took the shape of a dog. 
[=the cloud looked like a dog] [noncount] The pieces were 
sorted by size and shape. ■ The cloud kept changing shape. ■ 
The cake was rectangular/circular in shape. • The bike’s rim 
was bent out of shape. [=it was bent so that it was not its usu¬ 
al round shape] 

2 [noncount] a : the condition of something or someone — 
usually used with in ■ The car was in good/bad/poor shape. ■ 
He’s in better/worse shape now. ■ All the players are in top/ 
excellent shape. ■ She has had quite a few glasses of wine and 
is in no shape to drive. [=she shouldn’t drive because she has 
drunk too much wine] ■ Their marriage is in bad/good shape. 
b : a physically strong and healthy condition ■ I need to start 
exercising and get back in shape. ■ I’m out of shape because 
I haven’t been exercising. ■ The players were in poor condi¬ 
tion, but the coach quickly whipped/licked/knocked/got 
them into shape. ■ She stays/keeps in shape by exercising 
daily and eating well. — often used figuratively '.It will cost 
billions of dollars to get the company back in shape. [=back 
into good condition] 

3 [noncount] : the way something is done : the form of some¬ 
thing ■ Computer technology has changed the shape of com¬ 
munication. ■ They offered help in the shape of [=in the form 
of] a loan. [=the help they offered was a loan] ■ That behavior 
is not acceptable in any way, shape, or form. [=it is not at all 
acceptable] ■ Another newspaper has stopped publication. Is 
this the shape of things to come in the newspaper business? 
[=is this what the future of the newspaper business is going 
to be like?] 

4 [noncount ]: a definite form or arrangement of something • 
The plan is finally taking shape. • His discussions with fellow 
professors and his students gave shape to his book. 

5 [count] : a person or thing that cannot be seen clearly ■ I 
saw a vague shape [ =figure ] in the dark. ■ dark shapes moving 
in the shadows 

bent out of shape see 1 bent 
2 Shape verb shapes; shaped; shap-ing [+ obj] 


1 : to give a particular form or shape to (something) : to 
work with (a material) in order to make something from it ■ 
The artist shaped the stone with a hammer and chisel. — of¬ 
ten + into ■ Shape the dough into loaves. 

2 : to influence the development of (something) : to help 
(something) become what it is ■ Schools shape the minds of 
future leaders. ■ Ads help shape public opinion. 

3 : to make (something, such as a plan) by a process of care¬ 
ful thought ■ They have shaped [=devised\ a careful strategy 
for winning the election. 

shape up [phrasal verb] informal 1 : to happen or develop 
in a particular way ■ Our plans are shaping up nicely. ■ This 
is shaping up to be an exciting year. [=it looks like this will 
be an exciting year] 2 a : to start behaving in a better or 
more acceptable way ■ You’d better shape up and start 
studying. • If he doesn’t shape up, he’s going to be fired. <*■ 
In informal U.S. English, if you are told to shape up or 
ship out, you will have to leave your job, position, etc., if 
you do not improve your behavior, b shape up (someone 
or something) or shape (someone or something) up : to 
cause (someone or something) to start behaving in a better 
or more acceptable way ■ She has really shaped up the sales 
department. 3 : to make your body stronger and healthi¬ 
er by exercising ■ He has been shaping up at the gym. 

— shap-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

Shaped /'Jeipt/ adj 

1 : having a particular shape or form ■ a cookie shaped like a 
heart — often used in combination ■ an egg-shaped toy • a 
shirt with a V -shaped collar 

2 : shaped or formed in a particular way ■ a carefully shaped 
ice sculpture 

Shape-leSS /'Jeipbs/ adj 

1 a : not having a particular or definite shape ■ a shapeless 
blob b : not having the usual or normal shape • an old, 
shapeless baseball cap 

2 : not organized or arranged in a way that is clear and un¬ 
derstandable ■ a shapeless essay/argument 

— shape-less-ly adv - shape-less-ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

shape-ly /'Jeipli/ adj shape-li-er; -est [also more most 
—] : having an attractive shape or form ■ She has a shapely 
figure. 

— shape-1 i-ness noun [noncount] 

shard /'Jaa , d/ also sherd /'Ja , d/ noun, pi shards also 
sherds [count] : a sharp piece of something (such as glass or 
pottery) — often + of ■ shards of glass 
1 Share /'fee/ verb shares; shared; shar-ing 

1 [-f obj] : to have or use (something) with others ■ We share a 
house/car (together). — often + with • I share an office with 
two other people. 

2 [+ obj] of two or more people : to divide (something) into 
parts and each take or use a part ■ They shared the last cook¬ 
ie. ■ We shared the money equally. 

3 : to let someone else have or use a part of (something that 
belongs to you) [+ obj] The children need to learn to share 
their toys. — often + with ■ He doesn’t share his toys with 
other kids. ■ Share the cookies with your sister, [no obj] The 
children need to learn to share ( with each other). 

4 : to have (something that someone or something else also 
has) : to have (something) in common [+ obj ] We share an 
interest in baseball. [=we are both interested in baseball] ■ 
The two countries share a border. ■ I know you’re worried 
about the schedule, but I don’t share your concerns. [=1 
don’t have the same concerns that you have; I am not wor¬ 
ried about the schedule] — often + with • I share these con¬ 
cerns with others in the group, [no obj] — + in ■ I don’t share 
in your concerns about the schedule. 

5 : to tell someone about (your feelings, opinions, thoughts, 
etc.) [+ obj] Please share any ideas that you may have. — of¬ 
ten + with ■ Would you like to share your feelings with the 
group? ■ Thanks for sharing that (with me), [no obj] Thanks 
for sharing. 

6 : to have equal responsibility for or involvement in (some¬ 
thing) [+ obj] I share the blame for what happened, [no obj] 

— + in ■ We all share in the responsibility for this tragedy. ■ 
The whole family shares in the household chores. 

share out [phrasal verb] share out (something) or share 
(something) out chiefly Brit : to divide (something) into 
parts and give the parts to different people ■ In her will, she 
shared out her property to her nephews and nieces. — see 
also SHARE-OUT 

— shar-er noun , pi -ers [count] 

2 share noun, pi shares 
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1 [singular] : a part of something that has been divided into 
parts and given to different people ■ I deserve a share in the 
winnings. — often + of • 1 sold my share [-portion] of the 
business. • I got my share of the profits. — see also lion’s 
SHARE, TIME-SHARE 

2 [count] : any of the equal parts into which the ownership 
of a property or business is divided • 100 shares of stock 

— see also market share 

3 [singular] : the amount of something that someone owes or 
deserves or is responsible for — often + of ■ Everybody 
should have to pay their share [-portion] of the dinner bill. ■ 
Everyone must accept their share of the blame. ■ I’ve done 
my (fair) share of the work. 

a share of the pie see pie 

share*Crop'per /\fea'»kra:pay noun, pi -pers [count] : a 
farmer especially in the southern U.S. who raises crops for 
the owner of a piece of land and is paid a portion of the mon¬ 
ey from the sale of the crops 

share«hold*er /'Je^houlday noun, pi -ers [count] : some¬ 
one who owns shares in a company or business : stock¬ 
holder 

share-hold-ing /'Jea^houldn]/ noun [noncount] : the 
amount of shares that someone owns in a company or busi¬ 
ness ■ He has a substantial shareholding [=he owns a large 
number of shares] in the company, 
share option noun, pi ~ -tions [count] Brit : stock op¬ 
tion 

Share—OUt noun, pi -outs [count] Brit : an act of dividing 
something into parts and giving them to two or more people 

— usually singular ■ There was an equal share-out of the 
money. — see also share out at 1 share 

shareware /'Je&jwea 1 / noun [noncount] : computer soft¬ 
ware that you can try for free for a certain period of time be¬ 
fore choosing whether or not to buy it — compare free¬ 
ware 

sha-ria /JVriija/ noun [noncount] : the religious laws based 
on the Koran that Muslims follow 
shark /'Jaa'k/ noun, pi sharks [count] 

1 : a large and often dangerous sea fish with very sharp teeth 

— see color picture on page C8 

2 informal : a person who gets money from people by de¬ 
ceiving or cheating them; especially : a person who wins 
money in a game by playing well and by being dishonest ■ a 
pool shark ■ a card shark — see also loan shark 

— shark-like /'Ja^k^aik/ adj ■ a.sharklike smile/appetite 
1 Sharp /'.fqgp/ adj sharp-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : having a thin edge that is able to cut things or a fine point 
that is able to make a hole in things ■ a sharp knife/pencil ■ 
sharp teeth/claws — opposite BLUNT, dull; see also 

RAZOR-SHARP 

2 a : sudden and quick ■ a sharp drop/rise/decrease/increase 
in temperature ■ a sharp break from tradition [=a sudden 
change from the traditional way of doing things] b : involv¬ 
ing a sudden change in direction ■ He took a sharp left turn. ■ 
a sharp curve in the road 

3 a : clear and easy to see ■ a sharp image/picture/photo¬ 
graph [=an image/picture/photograph in which the small de¬ 
tails can be clearly seen] b : very noticeable • a sharp differ¬ 
ence/distinction ■ Her cheerful mood stands in sharp 
contrast to her dreary surroundings. 

4 : having or showing a quick ability to notice and under¬ 
stand things ■ a sharp student ■ sharp questions ■ You have 
sharp eyes. 

5 : very sudden and severe ■ a sharp pain ■ a sharp disap¬ 
pointment 

6 : critical or harsh ■ a sharp reply/attack/criticism/rebuke ■ 
He was very sharp with her. [=he spoke to her in a very harsh 
way] ■ She has a sharp tongue. [=she tends to say very critical 
things to people] 

7 : loud, short, and sudden ■ a sharp noise 

8 of cheese : having a strong odor and flavor ■ sharp cheddar 
cheese 

9 : very strong and cold ■ a sharp , biting wind 

10 disapproving : clever in a bad or dishonest way ■ sharp 
business practices 

11 : ending in a point or edge ■ a sharp nose ■ sharp moun¬ 
tain peaks 

12 informal : stylish or fashionable • He’s a sharp dresser. ■ a 
sharp outfit ■ You’re looking very sharp today. 

13 music a : higher than the true pitch ■ Her singing was 
slightly sharp, b : higher than a specified note by a semi¬ 
tone ■ F sharp — compare ‘flat 10, ‘natural 8 


keep a sharp eye on : to watch (someone or something) 
carefully ■ Keep a sharp eye on the kids to make sure they 
don’t hurt themselves. 

— sharp-ness noun [noncount] 

2 sharp adv 

1 : exactly — used to refer to an exact time ■ It’s four 
o’clock sharp. 

2 : above the correct musical pitch • He sang slightly sharp. 

— compare 3 flat 4 

3 : suddenly ■ turn sharp [=sharply] left/right 

look sharp informal : to act quickly : hurry ■ You’d better 
look sharp if you want to be ready on time. 

3 sharp noun, pi sharps [count] : a musical note that is one 
semitone higher than a specified note ■ C sharp', also : a writ¬ 
ten symbol 8 that is placed before a note to show that it 
should be played a semitone higher — compare 2 flat 3, 
2 natural 2 

sharp-en /'Jaapan/ verb -ens; -ened; -en-ing 

1 [+ obj ] : to make (something) sharp or sharper ■ sharpen a 
knife/pencil 

2 a [+ obj] : to make (something) clearer or more distinct ■ 
Can you sharpen the image? ■ The lecture sharpened my un¬ 
derstanding of the topic, b [no obj] : to become clearer or 
more distinct ■ The outlines of the mountains sharpened as 
we got closer. 

3 [+ obj] ; to improve (something) ■ I took a course to sharp¬ 
en (up) my computer skills. 

4 [no obj] : to become more severe ■ The pain suddenly 
sharpened. 

sharpen up [phrasal verb] : to become better, smarter, more 
skillful, etc. ■ You’d better sharpen up if you want to keep 
your job. 

sharp-en*er /'Jaapana 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a tool or 
machine that makes something sharp ■ a pencil/knife sharp¬ 
ener 

sharp-eyed /'Jaap'aid/ adj 

1 : having very good eyesight ■ a sharp-eyed bird 

2 : having a strong ability to notice things ■ A sharp-eyed 
[-perceptive] reader will notice the book’s repeating themes. 

sharp-ish /'Jaapi// adv, Brit, informal : quickly ■ getting 
the work done sharpish 
sharp-ly /'Jaapli/ adv [more most ~] 

1 : in a harsh, critical, or angry way ■ He spoke sharply to the 
children and made them cry- ■ He criticized her sharply. 

2 : suddenly and by a large amount ■ The temperature 
dropped/fell/rose sharply. ■ Prices are expected to increase/ 
decline sharply. ■ The car tumed/veered sharply to the left. ■ 
a sharply angled curve in the road 

3 : clearly or distinctly ■ a sharply defined image ■ Her cheer¬ 
ful mood contrasts sharply with her dreary surroundings. 

4 : loudly and suddenly • She cried out sharply. 

5 : with a very sharp edge or point ■ The knife is sharply 
pointed. 

sharp-shoot-er /'Jaa-p,Ju:tay womw.p/ -ers [count] : some¬ 
one who is skilled at shooting a target with a gun 

— sharp'Shootdng /'Jaa-pJiLtn)/ noun [noncount] 
sharp-tongued /'Jaap'tArjgd/ ad) [more most ~] 

: tending to say very critical things to people : having a sharp 
tongue ■ a comedy about a mild man and his sharp-tongued 
wife 

sharp—wit«ted /Vfaa-p'witad/ adj [more most ~]: having 
or showing an ability to think and react very quickly • a 
sharp-witted young woman ■ a sharp-witted reply 
Shat past tense and past participle of SHIT 
shatter /'/Stay verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing 

1 : to break suddenly into many small pieces [no obj] The 
window shattered (into a thousand pieces) when it was hit by 
a rock. [+ obj] The rock shattered the window. ■ She shat¬ 
tered her leg [=she broke her leg very badly] in a fall. 

2 [+ obj] : to damage (something) very badly ■ His dreams 
were shattered by their rejection. ■ The end of his marriage 
shattered him emotionally. 

shattered adj 

1 : very shocked and upset ■ The end of his marriage left him 
emotionally shattered . 

2 Brit, informal : very tired ■ I was shattered when I got home 
from work. 

shattering adj : very shocking and upsetting ■ The end of 
his marriage was an emotionally shattering experience. 
ShaMer-proof /'Jset^pru.f/ adj : made so that it does not 
break easily and will not form sharp, dangerous pieces if it 
does break ■ shatterproof glass 
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1 shave /'Jeiv/ verb shaves; shaved; shaved or shav-en 
/'Jeivon/; shav-ing 

1 a : to cut the hair, wool, etc., off (someone or something) 
very close to the skin [+ obj] He shaves himself [=cuts off the 
hair that grows on his face] every morning before breakfast. 

■ He shaved his head. ■ She cut herself while shaving her legs. 

■ The sheep were all shaved. ■ shaved/shaven heads/legs [no 
obj] He shaves every morning before breakfast. ■ I cut myself 
shaving this morning, b [+ obj] : to cut off (hair, wool, a 
beard, etc.) very close to the skin ■ He shaved his beard. ■ She 
shaves her dog’s fur in the summer. — often + off 9 He shaved 
off his beard. 

2 [+ obj] : to remove a thin layer of (something) from some¬ 
thing ■ He shaved some butter from the container. — usually 
+ off ■ Shave the bark off the tree. 

3 [+ obj ] : to reduce something by taking away (a small 
amount) — usually + off ■ Can you shave a little off' the 
price? [=can you reduce the price by a small amount?] ■ She 
was able to shave a few seconds off the record. [=to beat the 
record by a few seconds] 

2 shave noun, pi shaves [count]: an act of shaving — usually 
singular ■ He gave himself a shave . [=he shaved himself] 

— see also close shave 

Shaven adj : having had the hair, wool, etc., removed : hav¬ 
ing been shaved ■ a shaven head — see also clean-shaven 
shav-er /\fei w/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a tool or device that is used to shave hair from your face, 
body, or head ■ an electric shaver [=razor] — see picture at 
GROOMING 

2 : a person who shaves ■ a careful shaver 

3 old-fashioned : a young boy ■ when he was just a shaver 
Shaving noun, pi -ings [count]: a very thin piece removed 

from something with a sharp tool — usually plural ■ wood 
shavings 

Shaving cream noun [noncount] : a special cream or foam 
that is spread over your face or another part of your body 
before shaving — called also shavingfoam 
Sha-VU-Ot //a'vu^out/ noun [noncount] : a Jewish holiday 
celebrated 50 days after the first day of Passover 
Shawl /'/a:!/ noun, pi shawls [count] : a piece of cloth that 
is used especially by women as a covering for the head or 
shoulders 

1 She /'Ji: /pronoun 

1 : that female — used to indicate a female person or animal 
that is the subject of a verb ■ She is my mother. ■ Ask your 
sister where she is going. ■ She has been planning this trip 
since January. ■ ( on the telephone ) “Hello, I’d like to speak 
with Jane." “This is she." [=1 (the person who answered the 
phone) am Jane] — compare HE 

2 somewhat old-fashioned — used to refer to something 
(such as a ship) that is thought of as having female qualities ■ 
She was a fine ship. 

2 she noun [singular] : a girl, woman, or female animal ■ 
“Somebody called when you were out, but I can’t remember 
who.” “Was it a he or a she?" — sometimes used in combina¬ 
tion • a little black she-cat [=a little, black female cat] 

S/he /*Ji:'hi:, 'Jiija^'hi:, \fi:,slaej , hi:/ pronoun : she or he — 
used in writing as a pronoun when the subject of the sen¬ 
tence can be either female or male ■ Once a student has cho¬ 
sen a project, s/he should write a brief description of it. 
Sheaf /\fi:f/ noun, pi sheaves /'Jiivz/ [count] 

1 : a bunch of stalks and ears of grain that are tied together 
after being cut ■ sheaves of wheat 

2 : a group of things fastened together ■ a sheaf of arrows/ 
papers 

Shear /•Ji®/ verb shears; sheared; sheared or shorn 
/•Joan/; shearing [+ obj] 

1 a : to cut the hair, wool, etc., off (an animal) ■ The farmers 
sheared the sheep, b : to cut off (an animal’s hair, wool, 
etc.) ■ The farmers sheared the wool from the sheep. — often 
+ off ■ The farmers sheared off the wool from the sheep. 

2 : to cut off a person’s hair — usually used as (be) shorn ■ 
His long locks were shorn. ■ the monk’s shorn head 

3 literary : to take something away from (someone) — usu¬ 
ally used as (be) shorn ■ a tyrant who has been shorn of power 
[=a tyrant whose power has been taken away] 

shear off [phrasal verb] 1 : to become separated suddenly 
because of great force ■ The excess weight caused the bolt 
to shear off. 2 shear (something) off or shear off (some¬ 
thing) : to remove (something) with great force ■ The im¬ 
pact of the crash sheared off the airplane's wing. 

— shear-er noun, pi -ers [count] 


Shears / l /i»z/ noun [plural] : a large, heavy pair of scissors 

— see also pinking shears 

Sheath /'Ji:0/ noun, pi sheaths /\fi:5z/ [count] 

1 : a cover for the blade of a knife, sword, etc. ■ the sheath of 
a sword 

2 : a protective covering ■ a piece of wire covered with a 
plastic sheath • a nerve sheath 

3 Brit : condom 

4 : a close-fitting dress that does not usually have a belt 
Sheathe /\fi:6/ verb sheathes; sheathed; sheath-ing [+ 

obj ] 

1 literary : to put (something, such as a sword) into a sheath ■ 
He sheathed his sword. 

2 : to cover (something) with something that protects it — 
usually used as (be) sheathed ■ The ship’s bottom is sheathed 
with/in copper. 

sheath'ing /’JiiSir)/ noun [noncount] : a protective outer 
covering ■ copper sheathing 
she-bang /Ji'b&i}/ noun 

the whole shebang informal: the whole thing : everything 
that is included in something ■ You can buy the whole she¬ 
bang for just $50. 

1 shed /'Jed/ verb sheds; shed; shed-ding 

1 [+ obj] : to get rid of (something) • I’ve been trying to shed 
some extra pounds. ■ The company has had to shed many 
jobs. ■ She hasn’t been able to shed her image as a trouble¬ 
maker. [=to make people stop thinking of her as a trouble¬ 
maker] 

2 : to lose (leaves, skin, fur, etc.) naturally [+ obj ] Snakes 
shed their skin. ■ The dog is shedding its fur. ■ The trees are 
shedding their leaves, [no obj] The cat is shedding. 

3 [+ obj] a : to take off (something you are wearing) ■ He 
quickly shed his hat and coat, b Brit : to lose or drop (a 
load, cargo, etc.) ■ The lorry shed its load. 

4 [+ obj] : to cause (water) to flow off instead of soaking into 
something ■ Raincoats shed water. 

shed blood see blood 
shed light on see 1 light 
shed tears see 3 tear 
2 shed noun, pi sheds [count] 

1 : a small, simple building that is used especially for storing 
things — see also cowshed, potting shed, toolshed, 

WOODSHED 

2 Brit : a large industrial building • a railway shed 

She’d /'Ji:d, Jid/ — used as a contraction of she had or she 
would ■ She'd f =she had] already eaten by the time we ar¬ 
rived. ■ She’d [ =she would] prefer to wait until next week. 
Sheen /'Ji:n/ noun [singular] : a soft, smooth, shiny quality ■ 
Her hair has a sheen to it. ■ the sheen of satin 
Sheep /'Ji:p/ noun, pi sheep 
[count] 

1 : an animal with a thick woolly 
coat that is often raised for meat or 
for its wool and skin ■ a flock of 
sheep 

2 : a person who does what other 
people say to do ■ They followed ev¬ 
ery new fad like (a flock of) sheep, 
a wolf in sheep’s clothing see 

’wolf 

separate the sheep from the 
goats see Separate 

— see also black sheep 
Sheep*dog /\fi:p,da:g/ noun, pi 

-dogs [count] : a dog that is trained to control sheep 
sheep-herd-er /\fi:p,haday noun, pi -ers [count] : a per¬ 
son who controls a flock of sheep : a person who herds 
sheep 

sheep-ish /'JiipiJV adj [more most ~] : showing or feel¬ 
ing embarrassment especially because you have done some¬ 
thing foolish or wrong ■ a sheepish look/grin/smile ■ He felt a 
little sheepish. 

— sheep-ish-ly adv • He sheepishly admitted his mistake. ■ 
She grinned at us sheepishly. 

Sheep-Skin /'Ji:p,skm/ noun, pi -skins 

1 [count, noncount] a : the skin of a sheep usually with the 
wool still on it b : a type of leather made from the skin of a 
sheep ■ a bag/coat made of sheepskin 

2 [count] US, informal + humorous : a diploma from a college 
or university ■ jobs that don’t require a sheepskin 

1 sheer /'/i»/ adj 

1 always used before a noun — used to emphasize the large 
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amount, size, or degree of something ■ The sheer amount of 
work was staggering. ■ The sheer number of questions over¬ 
whelmed her. ■ The sheer force of the wind knocked me to 
the ground. 

2 always used before a noun : complete and total ■ sheer [~ut- 
ter ] nonsense ■ sheer [=pure] luck/coincidence/joy 

3 : very steep : almost straight up and down ■ a sheer drop to 
the sea ■ sheer cliffs/walls 

4 : very thin ■ sheer stockings/curtains 

2 sheer adv : straight up or down ■ mountains rising sheer 
from the plains 

3 sheer verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition 
sheers; sheered; sheer*ing [no obj ): to turn suddenly ■ 
The boat sheered [=swerved\ away from the rocks. 

1 sheet /' fi.t/ noun, pi sheets [count] 

1 a : a large piece of cloth that is used to cover something * 
We used sheets to protect the furniture when we painted, b 
: a large piece of thin cloth used on a bed ■ The sheets are 
changed daily at the hotel. ■ He slid between the sheets and 
went to sleep. — called also bedsheet', see picture at bed 

2 : a usually rectangular piece of paper — see also balance 
SHEET, RAP SHEET, SPREADSHEET, TIME SHEET, WORK¬ 
SHEET, clean sheet at 'clean 

3 : a thin, flat, rectangular or square piece of something ■ a 
sheet of iron/glass — see also baking sheet, cookie 
SHEET 

4 : a wide, flat surface or area of something ■ A sheet of ice 
covered the driveway. — see also ice sheet 

5 : a large moving area of something (such as fire or water) ■ 
a sheet of flame ■ sheets of rain 

— compare 2 sheet 

2 sheet noun, pi sheets [count] technical : a rope or chain at¬ 
tached to the lower comer of a sail and used to change the 
position of the sail 

three sheets to the wind old-fashioned + humorous : very 
drunk ■ When he staggered out of the bar, he was three 
sheets to the wind. 

- compare 'sheet 
sheet-ing /'.fiitiij/ noun [noncount] 

1 : material (such as plastic) in the form of thin layers used 
to cover or protect something ■ We covered the wall with 
clear plastic sheeting. 

2 : cloth that is used to make sheets for a bed 

sheet lightning noun [noncount] : lightning that appears 
as a wide flash of light over a large area of sky 
sheet metal noun [noncount] : thin, flat pieces of metal 
Sheet music noun [noncount] : music printed on sheets of 
paper that are not bound together 
Sheet*rock /'JThra.k/ trademark — used for drywall 
sheikh or sheik /\fi:k/ noun, pi sheikhs or sheiks [count] 

1 : an Arab chief, ruler, or prince 

2 : a leader of a Muslim organization or group 
sheikh-dom or sheikhdom /’Jiikdam/ noun, pi -doms 

[count] : an area ruled by a sheikh 
shei-la /'Jiila/ noun, pi -las [count] Australia + New Zealand, 
informal : a girl or young woman 
shek-el /'Jekal/ noun, pi -els [count] : the basic unit of mon¬ 
ey in Israel 

shelf /'.felf/ noun, pi shelves /'Jclvz/ [count] 

1 : a flat board which is attached to a wall, frame, etc., and 
on which objects can be placed ■ Put the vase on the shelf. ■ 
the top/bottom shelf of the kitchen cabinet ■ Will you get 
that book down off the shelf? ■ We don’t have much shelf 
space. — see also bookshelf 

2 geology : a flat area of rock, sand, etc., especially underwa¬ 
ter ■ a coastal shelf — see also continental shelf 

off the shelf : directly from a store without having to be 
specially made or ordered ■ The dress was a perfect fit right 
off the shelf. ■ equipment purchased off the shelf 
on the shelf : in an inactive state : not active or being used ■ 
They put their plan to remodel the house on the shelf for 
the time being. ■ The quarterback remains on the shelf [=is 
still not playing] with a severe injury. 

Shelf life noun, pi ~ lives [count] 

1 : the length of time that food may be stored and still be 
good to eat — usually singular ■ Rice has a long shelf life. 

2 : the length of time during which something or someone 
lasts or remains popular — usually singular ■ a movie with a 
short shelf life 

1 shell /'Jcl/ noun, pi shells 

1 a : the hard outer covering of an animal, insect, etc., that 
protects it [count] a turtle’s shell • the shell of a crab • We 


collected shells at the beach, [noncount] jewelry made of 
shell — see also seashell, tortoiseshell b : the hard 
outer covering of an egg : eggshell [count] broken shells 
[noncount] a piece of shell C : the hard outer covering of a 
nut, fruit, or seed [count] a coconut shell [noncount] pieces 
of walnut shell 

2 [count] US : something (such as pasta) that is shaped like a 
shell ■ We’re going to have stuffed shells for dinner. 

3 [count] : the hard outer structure of a building, car, air¬ 
plane, etc. — usually singular ■ the shell of an unfinished 
house ■ the shell of an airplane • The building was just a 
bombed-out shell. 

4 [count] chiefly US : a hard or crisp piece of bread, dough, 
etc., that is used to hold a filling ■ a pastry/pie shell ■ taco/tor¬ 
tilla shells 

5 [count] a : a metal case that is filled with an explosive and 
that is shot from a cannon * mortar shells b chiefly US : a 
metal tube that you put into a gun and that holds an explo¬ 
sive and a bullet : cartridge • The police found several 
spent shells at the scene of the shooting. 

6 a — used in phrases that describe becoming less shy and 
more willing to talk to other people ■ Making new friends 
helped her come out of her shell. = Making new friends 
brought her out of her shell, b — used in phrases that de¬ 
scribe becoming quieter, less active, etc. ■ He lost confidence 
in himself and retreated/withdrew into his shell. 

2 shell verb shells; shelled; shelving [+ obj] 

1 : to remove the shell or outer covering of (something) ■ 
shell peanuts/peas 

2 : to shoot shells at (someone or something) using large 
guns ■ They shelled the enemy troops. ■ The town was shelled 
during the battle. 

3 US, informal : to score heavily against (a pitcher) in base¬ 
ball — usually used as (be) shelled 9 He was shelled in the sec¬ 
ond inning. 

shell out [phrasal verb] shell out or shell out (money) infor¬ 
mal : to pay a large amount of money for something — 
usually + for 9 I’m going to have to shell out for these shoes. 
■ He shelled out $400 for the tickets, 
she’ll /'Ji:l, Til/ — used as a contraction of she will ■ She’ll be 
home soon. 

1 shel*lac /Ja'laek/ noun, pi -lacs [count, noncount] : a clear 
liquid that dries into a hard coating and that is put on a sur¬ 
face to protect it 

2 shellac verb -lacks; -lacked; -lacking [+ obj] 

1 : to coat (something) with shellac ■ shellac the table 

2 US, informal: to defeat (a person or team) easily and com¬ 
pletely — usually used as (be) shellacked 9 They were shel¬ 
lacked 14-2 in yesterday’s game. 

shellacking noun, pi -ings [count] US, informal : a very 
bad defeat ■ They took a shellacking in yesterday’s game. 

shelled field/adj 

1 : having a shell especially of a specified kind ■ pink -shelled 
■ hard-shelled 

2 : having the shell removed ■ shelled nuts/oysters 
shell-fire /'Jchfaja 1 / noun [noncount] : the firing of shells 

from large guns ■ The soldiers traded shellfire. [=the soldiers 
fired shells at each other] ■ The town came under shellfire. 
shell-fish /‘Jel^if/ noun, pi shellfish : an animal (such as 
a crab or an oyster) that has a hard outer shell and that lives 
in water [count] lobsters, crabs, and other shellfish [non- 
count] a serving of shellfish — see color picture on page C8 
shell game noun, pi games [count] US : a dishonest bet¬ 
ting game in which someone hides a ball under one of three 
cups or shells, moves the cups or shells around quickly, and 
asks an observer to guess which one the ball is under — of¬ 
ten used figuratively to describe dishonest actions that are 
done to trick people ■ The company was playing an elaborate 
shell game. 

Shelling noun [noncount] : the firing of shells from large 
guns ■ The town sustained weeks of heavy shelling. 

Shell shock noun [noncount] old-fashioned : battle fa¬ 
tigue 

shell-shocked adj 

1 old-fashioned : affected with battle fatigue ■ a shell-shocked 
veteran 

2 [more most ~] : very confused, upset, or exhausted be¬ 
cause of something that has happened : very shocked ■ She 
was shell-shocked when she heard the news. 

Shell suit noun, pi ~ suits [count] Brit : a pair of usually 
brightly colored light, nylon pants and a matching jacket 
1 she I-ter /‘.fcltay noun, pi -ters 
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1 a [count] : a structure that covers or protects people or 
things ■ a bomb/fallout shelter ■ We made a shelter from 
branches, b [count] : a place that provides food and protec¬ 
tion for people or animals that need assistance ■ a shelter for 
battered women ■ an animal shelter ■ homeless shelters c 
[noncount] : a place to live ■ The organization provides food 
and shelter for homeless people. 

2 [noncount] : the state of being covered and protected from 
danger, bad weather, etc. ■ The crowd ran for shelter when 
the rain started. ■ They sought shelter from the storm. ■ They 
found/took shelter in a cave during the storm. [=they went 
into a cave to get out of the storm] 

- see also tax shelter 
2 shelter verb -ters; -tered; -terming 

1 [+ obj] : to protect (someone) from danger, bad weather, 
etc. : to provide shelter for (someone) ■ A cave sheltered the 
climbers during the storm. ■ They were accused of sheltering 
a criminal. [=giving a criminal a place to hide] — often + 
from ■ They sheltered themselves from the sudden rain. — of¬ 
ten used figuratively ■ Most parents want to shelter their chil¬ 
dren from pain and sadness. [=to prevent their children from 
experiencing pain and sadness] ■ Investors are trying to shel¬ 
ter themselves from rising interest rates. 

2 [no obf] : to be in a place that provides protection fiom 
danger, bad weather, etc. : to take shelter • They sheltered in 
a cave while they waited for the storm to pass. 

sheltered adj 

1 : providing protection from bad weather ■ sheltered bays/ 
harbors ■ The flowers were planted in a sheltered location. 

2 [more most —] sometimes disapproving : protected from 
dangerous or unpleasant experiences in the world ■ She has 
lived a very sheltered life. 

3 always used before a noun, Brit: providing care for people 
(such as old or disabled people) who need help with daily ac¬ 
tivities • They are moving to sheltered accommodation/hous¬ 
ing. ■ sheltered employment 

shelotie or shebty /'Jelti/ noun, pi -ties [count] : Shet¬ 
land SHEEPDOG 

Shelve /'Jelv/ verb shelves; shelved; shelving [+ obj] 

1 : to put (something) on a shelf ■ He shelved the books/ 
products. ■ The books were shelved according to category. 

2 : to stop doing or thinking about (something) for a period 
of time ■ The idea/plan/project was shelved. 

3 US : to make (someone) unable to play or perform — usu¬ 
ally used as (be) shelved ■ He was shelved by injury last year. 
[=he was unable to play because he was injured] 

shelves plural of SHELF 

Shelving noun [noncount] : shelves or the materials that are 
used to make shelves ■ a laundry room with shelving ■ We 
need more shelving to finish the bookcase. 
she-nan*i*gans /Ja'naeniganz/ noun [plural] informal: ac¬ 
tivity or behavior that is not honest or proper ■ They were 
engaging in some political/financial shenanigans. 
1 Shep»herd /'/cpa-d/ noun, pi -herds [count] : a person 
whose job is to take care of sheep — sometimes used figura¬ 
tively ■ He was a good shepherd to new students. — see also 

GERMAN SHEPHERD 

2 shepherd verb -herds; -herd-ed; -herd-ing [+ obj] : to 

guide (someone or something) ■ She carefully shepherded the 
children across the street. ■ They shepherded the bill through 
Congress. 

shep-herd-ess /'/cpa-das/ noun, pi -ess*es [count] old- 
fashioned : a woman whose job is to take care of sheep 
Shepherd’s pie noun, pi ~~ pies [count, noncount] : a dish 
of meat and sometimes vegetables covered with a crust of 
mashed potatoes 

sher-bet /'Jrrbat/ also US sher-bert /’Ja-b^t/ noun, pi 
-bets also -berts 

1 [count, noncount] US : a frozen sweet dessert made from 
fruit or fruit juices ■ a lemon sherbet 

2 [noncount] Brit : a sweet powder used to make a bubbly 
drink or eaten by itself 

Sherd variant spelling of shard 
Sher-iff /‘Jeraf/ noun, pi -iffs [count] 

1 : an elected official who is in charge of enforcing the law 
in a county or town of the U.S. 

2 Brit: the highest official in a county or shire in England or 
Wales who represents the king or queen and who attends 
ceremonies and has legal duties — called also High Sheriff 

3 : the most important judge in a county or district in Scot¬ 
land 

Sher-pa or sher*pa /'Japa/ noun, pi -pas [count]: a mem¬ 


ber of a people who live in the Himalayas and who are often 
hired to help guide mountain climbers and carry their equip¬ 
ment 

sher-ry /'Jeri/ noun, pi -ries [count, noncount] : a type of 
strong wine with a nutty flavor that is made especially in 
Spain 

She’S /'Ji:z, Jiz/ — used as a contraction of she is or she has • 
She’s [=she is] quite right! ■ She’s [=she has] been teaching for 
several years. 

Shetland pony /'Zetland-/ noun, pi ~ porvies [count] : a 
type of small, strong horse 

Shetland sheepdog noun, pi ~ -dogs [count]: a type of 
small dog that has a long, thick coat — called also sheltie 
Shia or Shi*’a /Mr,a:/ noun, pi Shia or Shi’a also Shi*as 
also Shh’as 

1 [noncount] : one of the two main branches of Islam — of¬ 
ten used before a noun ■ the Shia faith/tradition — compare 

SUNNI 

2 [count] : a Muslim who is a member of the Shia branch of 
Islam : shiite 

Shi*at*SU /Ji'aitsu/ noun [noncount] : a Japanese method of 
relieving pain or curing illness by pressing on particular 
points on a person’s body with the fingertips or thumbs 
Stlib*bO‘leth /'JibalaG/ noun, pi -leths [count] 

1 : an old idea, opinion, or saying that is commonly believed 
and repeated but that may be seen as old-fashioned or un¬ 
true ■ She repeated the old shibboleth that time heals all 
wounds. 

2 : a word or way of speaking or behaving which shows that 
a person belongs to a particular group 

Shied past tense and past participle of SHY 
1 Shield /'Ji:ld/ noun, pi shields [count] 

1 : a large piece of metal, wood, etc., carried by someone 
(such as a soldier or police officer) for protection 

2 : something that defends or protects someone or some¬ 
thing ■ the heat shield on a space shuttle ■ The thief tried to 
use a hostage as a human shield. [=the thief hid behind the 
hostage so the police would not shoot] ■ Exercise and good 
nutrition are a shield against disease. [=exercise and good 
nutrition protect you from disease] — see also windshield 

3 US : a police officer’s badge 

4 : a picture shaped like a soldier’s shield that has a coat of 
arms on it 

5 Brit: an award for winning a competition or game 
2 shield verb shields; shielded; shielding [+ obj] 

1 : to cover and protect (someone or something) ■ She 
shielded her eyes. — often + fiom ■ She lifted her hand to 
shield her eyes from the glare. ■ He was shielded from the 
rain. — often used figuratively ■ I think she’s shielded her 
child from the real world for too long. ■ His friends tried to 
shield him .from the press. 

2 : to prevent (someone or something) from being seen — 
usually + from • A line of trees shields the house from view. 

1 shift /'Jift/ verb shifts; shift*ed; shifting 

1 : to move or to cause (something or someone) to move to a 
different place, position, etc. [+ obj] I shifted the bag to my 
other shoulder. ■ She shifted her position slightly so she could 
see the stage better. ■ I shifted [=tumed] my gaze toward the 
horizon. ■ They shifted him to a different department, [no 
obj] The wind shifted. ■ He nervously shifted from foot to 
foot. ■ She shifted in her seat. ■ The population is shifting 
[= moving] away from the city. 

2 : to change or to cause (something) to change to a differ¬ 
ent opinion, belief, etc. [no obj] Public opinion has shifted 
dramatically in recent months. [+ obj] Their efforts to shift 
public opinion have failed. ■ She refused to shift her ground. 
[=she refused to change her opinion] 

3 : to go or to cause (something) to go from one person or 
thing to another [+ obj] I wanted to shift the discussion back 
to the main point. ■ They tried to shift the blame onto/to us. ■ 
Their attempts at shifting attention away from the controver¬ 
sy seemed to be working. ■ The mayor plans to shift some re¬ 
sources to the development project, [no obj] The focus of 
the debate quickly shifted to more controversial topics. ■ 
shifting alliances/demands/pattems 

4 US : to change the gear you are using in a vehicle [no obj] 
She shifted into first gear. • I hear a loud noise when the car 
shifts. [+ obj] She shifted the car into low gear. — see also 
downshift, upshift, shift gears at ‘gear 

5 [+ obj] Brit, informal : to get rid of (something) ■ I can’t 
seem to shift this cold. • This detergent will shift even the 
most stubborn stains. 
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shift for yourself : to do things without help from others ■ 
She left them to shift for themselves. [=fendfor themselves] 
shifting sands see ‘sand 
shift the goalposts see goalpost 

shift yourself Brit, informal : to move quickly : hurry ■ 
We need to shift ourselves [=get moving] if we’re going to 
make it home before dark. 

2 Shift noun, pi shifts [count] 

1 a : a change in position or direction ■ There will be a shift 
of responsibility when she takes the new position. — often + 
in ■ a shift in the wind ■ unpredictable shifts in weather ■ The 
shift in leadership will take place at the end of the year, b 
always followed by an adverb or preposition : a change in how 
something is done or how people think about something ■ a 
shift away from tradition ■ a gradual shift toward more liber¬ 
al policies ■ a shift in voter opinion 

2 a : a group of people who work together during a sched¬ 
uled period of time ■ The day/night shift worked overtime. ■ 
The restaurant needed only one shift for lunch, b : the 
scheduled period of time during which a person works ■ He 
works the day /night shift. ■ waiters working long shifts — see 
also GRAVEYARD SHIFT, SWING SHIFT 

3 : SHIFr KEY 

4 : a woman’s loose, straight dress 

Shiftier /'Jifta■/ noun, pi -ers [count] US : gearshift 
Shift key noun, pi ~ keys [count] : a key on a computer 
keyboard or a typewriter that you press to type capital let¬ 
ters — called also shift 

Shift-leSS /'Jiftlas/ adj, disapproving : lacking ambition and 
energy ■ a lazy, shiftless person 

— shift-Iess«ness noun [noncount] 

Shifty /■Jifti/ adj shlft-i-er; -est [also more most -] infor¬ 

mal 

1 : having an appearance or way of behaving that seems dis¬ 
honest ■ a shifty salesman ■ shifty eyes 

2 US : difficult to catch : able to move and change direc¬ 
tions quickly ■ a shifty runner 

— shift-i-ly /'Jiftali/ adv ■ He eyed them shiftily. — shifti¬ 
ness /'Jiftinss/ noun [noncount] 

shii-ta-ke /Ji'tcuki/ noun, pi -kes [count] chiefly US : a type 
of Asian mushroom used in cooking 
Shiite or Shi-’ite /'Ji:,ait/ noun, pi -ites or -’ites [count] : a 
Muslim who is a member of the Shia branch of Islam 

— compare sunni 

— Shiite or Shi’ite adj, always used before a noun ■ a Shiite 
Muslim ■ the Shiite community 

Shill /• Jil/ verb shills; shilled; shilling [no obj] US, infor¬ 
mal + disapproving : to talk about or describe someone or 
something in a favorable way because you are being paid to 
do it — often + for ■ celebrities shilling for politicians 

— shill noun, pi shills [count] ■ He’s just a political shill. 
Shiliing /'Jilirj/ noun, pi -lings [count] 

1 : a British coin used before 1971 that was equal to ‘Ao of a 
British pound 

2 : the basic unit of money in Kenya, Somalia, Tanzania, and 
Uganda 

shilly-shally / - jiliij£eli/ verb -shal-lies; -shal-lied; 
-shal-ly-ing [no obj] informal + disapproving : to hesitate 
and take a long time to do or decide something ■ They con¬ 
tinue to shilly-shally about what to do. 

— shilly-shallying noun [singular] ■ Congress should stop 
all the shilly-shallying and just vote. 

shim-mer /'Jima-/ verb -mers; -mered; -merging [no obj] 
: to shine with a light that seems to move slightly ■ The road 
shimmered in the heat. ■ The landscape shimmers ^glim¬ 
mers] with light. ■ shimmering colors/light 

— shimmer noun [singular] ■ the shimmer of the jewels 
— shim-mery /‘Jimari/ adj ■ a shimmery glow/luster 

shim-my /'.fimi/ verb -mies; -mied; -my-ing 

1 : to move or shake your body from side to side [no obj] 
They were shimmying on the dance floor. ■ I shimmied into 
my jacket. [+ obj ] She shimmied her hips. 

2 [no obj] US : to vibrate or move very quickly from side to 
side ■ One of the car’s wheels was shimmying. 

— shimmy noun, pi -mies [count] • She gave her hips a 
shimmy. 

1 Shin /‘Jin/ noun, pi shins [count] : the front part of the leg 
below the knee ■ She kicked him in the shin. ■ a shin pad/ 
guard — see picture at human 

2 shin verb shins; shinned; shin-ning [no obj] Brit : shin¬ 
ny — + up or down ■ The sailor shinned up the mast. ■ He 
shinned down the drainpipe. 


shin-bone /\fin,boun/ noun, pi -bones [count] : the large 
bone at the front of the leg between the knee and the ankle 

: TIBIA 

Shin-dig /'Jin,dig/ noun, pi -digs [count] informal : a big 
party ■ an informal shindig 

1 Shine /'Jain/ verb shines; shone /'Joun, Brit 'Jon/ or chief- 

ly US shined; shin-ing 

1 [no obj] : to give off light - The moon/stars shined brightly. 
■ The sun was shining through the clouds. ■ lamps shining 
from the windows 

2 [no obj] : to have a smooth surface that reflects light ■ He 
polished the silver until it shone. [=g/eamed] 

3 not used in progressive tenses [no obj] : to be very good or 
successful at an activity ■ She found a sport where she can re¬ 
ally shine. 

4 [no obj] : to have a bright, glowing appearance ■ Her face 
was shining with joy/excitement. • His eyes were shining. 

5 [+ obj] : to point (something that produces light) in a par¬ 
ticular direction ■ Please shine the flashlight over here. 

6 past tense and past participle shined [+ obj] : to make 
(something) bright and shiny by polishing ■ I shined my 
shoes. ■ He had his shoes shined. 

make hay while the sun shines see hay 
rise and shine informal — used to tell someone to wake up 
and get out of bed ■ C’mon, kids! Rise and shinel 
shine through [phrasal verb] : to be seen, expressed, or 
shown clearly ■ Once she relaxed, her talent really began to 
shine through. 

2 shine noun [singular] 

T : the brightness that results when light is reflected from a 
surface ■ the shine of polished silver • He had a nice shine on 
his shoes. — see also SUNSHINE 

2 : the act of polishing a pair of shoes ■ Would you like a 
shine ? — see also shoeshine 
rain or shine see ‘rain 

take a shine to informal : to begin to like (someone or 
something) • She really took a shine to [-took a liking to] her 
new neighbor. 

Shin-er /'Jaina/ noun, pi -ers [count] US, informal: black 
EYE ■ He got a shiner during a fight at school. 

1 Shin-gle /'Jirjgal/ noun, pi 
shin-gles [count] : a small, 
thin piece of building material 
that is used to cover the roof 
or sides of a building 
hang out your shingle US, 
informal : to start your own 
business especially as a doc¬ 
tor or lawyer ■ She graduat¬ 
ed from law school and 
hung out her shingle. 

— compare 3 shingle 

2 shingle verb shin-gles; shingles 

shin-gled; shin-gllng [+ 

obj] : to cover (something) with shingles ■ shingle a house/ 
roof ■ a house shingled with cedar 
3 shingle noun [noncount] : small stones that form a beach ■ 
She walked along the shingle. ■ a shingle beach — compare 
’shingle 

— shin-gly /'Jiggali/ adj* a strip of shingly beach 
Shin-gles /'Jipgalz/ noun [noncount] medical : a disease 

that causes pain and red marks on your skin along the path 
of a nerve 

shining adj 

1 : producing or reflecting a bright, steady light ■ a shining 
star 

2 : excellent or perfect ■ Her latest movie is a shining exam¬ 
ple of what a film can be. ■ a shining success 

shin-ny /'/ini/ verb -nies; -nied; -ny-ing [no obj] US : to 
climb up or down something (such as a pole) by grasping it 
with your arms and legs — + up or down ■ He shinnied up 
[=(Brit) shinned up] the tree to get a better look. • She shin¬ 
nied down the drainpipe. 

Shin-tO /'Jin.tou/ noun [noncount] : the traditional religion 
of Japan — called also Shin*to*ism /'Jin,tou,iZ3m/ 

Shiny /'/aini/ adj shin-i-er; -est [also more most ~1 
: having a smooth, shining, bright appearance ■ shiny black 
shoes ■ a shiny new car 

— shin-i-ness noun [noncount] 

1 shl’p /'/ip/ noun, pi ships 

1 : a large boat used for traveling long distances over the sea 
[count] a sailing/cruise/merchant ship ■ the captain of the 
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ship [noncount\ He will travel by ship. — see also flagship, 
STEAMSHIP, TALL SHIP, TROOPSHIP, WARSHIP 
2 [count] : a large airplane or spacecraft — see also airship, 
ROCKET SHIP, SPACESHIP 
abandon ship see ’abandon 

jump ship 1 : to leave a ship without the captain’s permis¬ 
sion ■ He planned to jump ship at the next port. 2 : to sud¬ 
denly or unexpectedly leave a group, team, etc. • She 
jumped ship when the competition offered her a better job. 
run a tight ship : to manage or handle a group of people in 
a strict and effective way ■ The boss runs a tight ship, 
ship comes in 4- When your ship comes in , you become 
very successful or wealthy. ■ She’s still waiting for her ship 
to come in. 

2 ship verb ships; shipped; shipping 

1 a ; to send (something) to a customer [+ obj\ The goods 
were shipped from a foreign port. ■ We shipped the items to 
you last week. = We shipped you the items last week, [no 
obj\ Your order is expected to ship soon, b : to send (a new 
product) to stores so that it can be bought by customers [+ 
obj\ The company will ship its new software next month, [no 
obj\ The software will ship next month. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj]: to send 
(someone) to a place that is usually far away ■ The soldiers 
were shipped overseas for duty. ■ Her parents are shipping 
her (off) to boarding school. 

3 1+ obj ] of a ship or boat : to take in (water) over the side ■ 
When the waves increased, the boat began shipping water. 
ship out [phrasal verb]: to leave one place and go to another 

for military duties ■ The troops will be shipping out next 
month. — see also shape up or ship out at 2 shape 
-Ship/./ip/HOWH suffix 

1 : the state or condition of being something ■ friendship ■ 
apprentices/izp 

2 : the position, status, or duties of something ■ professor- 
ship 

3 : skill or ability as someone or something ■ horsemam/i/p ■ 
penma nship 

ship-board / , Jip,b03 , d/ adj, always used before a noun 
: happening or existing on a ship ■ shipboard entertainment/ 
meals ■ a shipboard romance 

on shipboard : on a ship ■ They celebrated their honey¬ 
moon on shipboard. 

ship-build-er /'J'lp.bilda'/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person 
or company that designs and builds ships 
— ship-build-ing /■/ip.bildiij/ noun [noncount] ■ a ship¬ 
building company 

ship-load /’Jip'lood/ noun, pi -loads [count] : an amount 
or number that will fill a ship ■ a shipload of com ■ Shiploads 
of settlers came to the New World, 
ship-mate /'JiPiineit/ noun, pi -mates [count] : a sailor 
who works or sails on the same ship as another sailor 
ship-ment /'Jipmant/ noun, pi -ments 

1 [count] : a load of goods that are being sent to a customer, 
store, etc. ■ We sent out another shipment of books. ■ arms/ 
grain/oil shipments • My order was delivered in two ship¬ 
ments. 

2 [noncount] : the act of sending something to a customer, 
store, etc. ■ This box is ready for shipment. 

ship-per /\fip ■s/ noun, pi -pers [count ]: a person or compa¬ 
ny that ships goods or products ■ fruit/oil/wine shippers 

ship 



cruise ship, 
cruise liner 



Ship-ping /'/ipiQ/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the act or business of sending goods to people, stores, etc. 
• The fruit was ready for shipping. ■ a shipping clerk [=a per¬ 
son whose job involves shipping thingi] ■ What do you 
charge for shipping and handling ? [=for packaging and 
sending something to a customer] 

2 formal : a group of ships ■ They protected our shipping 
from submarines during wartime. ■ international shipping 
lanes [=paths through the sea that commercial ships can 
take] 

Ship-Shape /Jip'Jeip/ adj, not used before a noun : clean, 
neat, and tidy : organized and in good condition • I like to 
keep my car shipshape. ■ Everything had to be shipshape be¬ 
fore we could sell the house. 

Ship-Wreck /\fip,rek/ noun,pi -wrecks 

1 : the destruction or sinking of a ship at sea [count] Only a 
few sailors survived the shipwreck, [noncount] The crew nar¬ 
rowly avoided shipwreck. 

2 [count] : a ruined or destroyed ship ■ Divers searched the 
sunken shipwreck. — sometimes used figuratively ■ His mar¬ 
riage was a shipwreck. 

-shipwreck verb -wrecks; -wrecked; -wreck-ing 1+ 

obj] — usually used as (be) shipwrecked ■ The boat was 
shipwrecked on the reef. ■ shipwrecked sailors ■ a ship¬ 
wrecked boat 

ship-yard / , Jip,jaa , d/ noun, pi -yards [count] : a place 
where ships are built or repaired 
shire /\faja>/ noun, pi shires [count] 

1 Brit: a county in England — used in the names of British 
counties • Northamptom/iire 

2 or Shire : a type of tall, strong horse used for pulling 
heavy loads — called also shire horse 

Shirk /'J>k/ verb shirks; shirked; shirk-ing : to avoid do¬ 
ing something that you are supposed to do [+ obj ) He’s too 
conscientious to shirk his duty/responsibility, [no obj] He 
never shirked from doing his duty. ■ They did their duty 
without shirking or complaining. 

— shirk-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ She’s no shirker. 

Shirt /'fat/ noun, pi shirts [count] : a piece of clothing for 
the upper body that has sleeves and usually a collar and but¬ 
tons down the front — see also nightshirt, polo shirt, 

STUFFED SHIRT, SWEATSHIRT, T-SHIRT, UNDERSHIRT 
keep your shirt on informal — used to tell someone to 
calm down or be more patient • “Aren’t you ready yet?” 
“ Keep your shirt on\ I’ll be ready in a minute.” 
lose your shirt chiefly US, informal : to lose a lot of money 
because of a bad bet or investment ■ He lost his shirt betting 
on football games. ■ Many investors lost their shirts when 
the market crashed. 

put your shirt on chiefly Brit, informal : to bet a lot of mon¬ 
ey on (someone or something) ■ I put my shirt on a horse in 
the second race. 

the shirt off your back informal 4- People who would give 
you the shirt off their back would do anything to help you. 
• She’d give me the shirt off her back if I ever needed help, 
shirt-sleeve /■/^t,sli:v/ noun, pi -sleeves [count] : the 
sleeve of a shirt 

in (your) shirtsleeves : wearing a shirt but no coat or jack¬ 
et ■ a man in his shirtsleeves ■ It was hot and most of the 
crowd was in shirtsleeves. 



container ship 



tanker 


freighter, cargo ship 
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2 shirtsleeve also shirt-sleeves /‘f.Tt^liivz/ adj, always 
used before a noun, US 

1 : not wearing a coat or jacket ■ a shirtsleeve crowd 

2 : warm enough so that you do not need a coat or jacket ■ 
shirtsleeves weather 

3 : informal and direct ■ shirtsleeve diplomacy 

shirt-tail /'J^t.teil/ noun, pi -tails [count ]: the part of a shirt 

that hangs below the waist especially in the back — usually 
plural ■ His shirttails were untucked. 

Shirty /■/»ti/ adj shirt«i*er; -est Brit, informal : angry or ir¬ 
ritated ■ shirty letters of complaint ■ He was/got shirty with 
the people who arrived late. 

Shish ke-bab /■JiJk3 l ba:b, Brit ■J'lJ'ks.bEeb/ noun, pi ~ 
-babs [count] : kebab 
1 Shit /\fit/ noun, pi shits informal 

1 offensive a [ noncount ] : solid waste that is passed out of 
the body b [singular] : the act of passing solid waste from 
the body — used in the phrases take a shit and (Brit) have a 
shit c the shits : diarrhea 

2 [noncount] offensive : foolish or untrue words or ideas 
: NONSENSE ■ Don’t give me that shit\ ■ Why are you telling 
me this shit? ■ Just cut the shit [=stop saying meaningless 
things] and get to the point. ■ He’s full of shit [=he is lying] 

3 [noncount] offensive : something that is worthless, unim¬ 
portant, etc. ■ That movie was total shit. ■ We need to get rid 
of all that shit [=junk] in the basement. ■ There’s always some 
shit going on. 

4 [noncount] offensive : bad or unfair behavior or treatment ■ 
Do what I say, and don’t give me any shit ■ He’s a tough 
teacher who won’t take shit from anyone. 

5 [count] offensive : a very bad or annoying person • He’s 
been acting like a total shit. 

6 offensive a the shit — used for emphasis after words like 
beat, scare, surprise , etc. ■ I’m going to beat/kick the (living) 
shit out of you! ■ She surprised the shit out of me. b — used 
as an interjection ■ Shitl I dropped my coffee! ■ Oh, shit. Here 
she comes. 

get/pull your shit together US, offensive : to begin to live in 
a good and sensible way : to stop being confused, foolish, 
etc. ■ I really need to get my shit together and start looking 
for a job. • He can never seem to pull his shit together 
enough to keep a job. 

give a shit offensive : to care at all about someone or some¬ 
thing — usually used in negative statements ■ I don’t give a 
shit what happens. 

in deep shit also Brit in the shit offensive : in a lot of trou¬ 
ble ■ If his parents find out, he’ll be in deep shit, 
like shit offensive : very bad ■ The food tasted like shit. : very 
badly ■ She treats him like shit. <>- If you feel like shit, you 
feel very sick, unhappy, etc. ■ I got drunk at the party, and 
the next morning I felt like shit. [=1 felt sick] ■ When I saw 
how badly I had hurt his feelings, I felt like shit, 
no shit offensive — used to show that you are surprised or 
impressed by what has been said ■ “They got married.” "No 
shitl ” — often used in an ironic way when someone makes 
an obvious statement ■ “It’s cold out there.” "No shit." [=no 
kidding] 

shit happens offensive — used to say that bad things hap¬ 
pen as part of life and cannot be prevented 
the shit hits the fan offensive — used to describe what hap¬ 
pens when people find out about something that makes 
them very angry ■ I told him I was dropping out of school 
and the shit hit the fan. 

2 Shit verb shits; shit or shat /\f£et/; shit-ting informal 

1 [no obj] offensive : to pass solid waste from the body : def¬ 
ecate 

2 [+ obj] US, offensive : to try to deceive or trick (someone) ■ 
Are you shitting me?! 

shit yourself or US shit your pants offensive : to become 
so afraid, surprised, worried, etc., that you defecate ■ He 
jumped out from behind a tree and I nearly shit my pants. 

Shit—faced adj, US, informal + offensive : very drunk ■ He 
went out last night and got shit-faced. 

Shit-head /\fit,hcd/ noun, pi -heads [count] informal + of¬ 
fensive : a very annoying, stupid, or unpleasant person ■ He’s 
acting like a complete shithead. 

Shit-leSS /'Jitlas/ adv, informal + offensive : very much : to a 
very high degree — used for emphasis ■ I was bored/scared 
shitless. 

Shit-load /'Jit,loud/ noun, pi -loads [count] informal + of¬ 
fensive : a very large amount of something ■ You’re in a shit¬ 
load of trouble. ■ They have shitloads of money. 


Shit-ty /'Jiti/ adj shit-ti-er; -est [also more most ~] infor¬ 
mal + offensive 

1 : very bad or unpleasant • What shitty weather! 

2 : cruel or unkind ■ He’s been pretty shitty to her lately. 
1 shiv-er /'Jiva 1 -/ verb -ers; -ered; -er-ing [no obj] : to shake 

slightly because you are cold, afraid, etc. ■ It was so cold that 
I was shivering. ■ She was shivering [-trembling] with fear/ex¬ 
citement. 

2 shiver noun, pi -ers [count] : a small shaking movement 
caused by cold or strong emotion ■ She felt a shiver of de¬ 
light/pleasure when she opened the gift. • Her performance 
was so brilliant that it sent shivers up (and down) my spine- 
[=it thrilled or excited me] ■ The look in his eyes gave me the 
shivers. [=made me very afraid] 

Shiv-ery /'Jivsri/ adj 

1 : shaking because of cold, fear, illness, etc. ■ He woke up 
feeling sweaty and shivery. 

2 always used before a noun, US, informal: causing shivers ■ 
shivery [-cold] weather ■ a shivery [=scary] horror story 

ShlTlOOZe variant spelling of schmooze 
1 shoal /'Joul/ noun, pi shoals [count] 

1 : an area where the water in a sea, lake, or river is not deep 
■ fish lurking in the shoals 

2 : a small, raised area of sand just below the surface of the 
water ■ The boat ran aground on the shoal. 

— compare 2 shoal 

2 shoal noun, pi shoals [count] : a large group or number — 
often + of u a shoal [=(more commonly) school] of fish ■ 
(< chiefly Brit) a shoal of letters from angry readers 

— compare 1 shoal 

1 Shock /'/a:k/ noun, pi shocks 

1 a [count] : a sudden usually unpleasant or upsetting feeling 
caused by something unexpected — usually singular - If you 
haven’t been there for a while, prepare yourself for a shock: 
the place has changed a lot. ■ a terrible/nasty shock ■ You’re 
in for a big/rude shock if you think this job will be easy. — 
often + of • the shock of discovering that someone you love 
has betrayed you ■ He got the shock of his life [=he was very 
unpleasantly surprised] when he saw his own name on the 
list. — see also culture shock, sticker shock b 
[count] : something unexpected that causes a sudden usually 
unpleasant or upsetting feeling — usually singular • Seeing 
his parents at the rock concert was a shock. • Her death came 
as a shock to the family. ■ It came as quite a shock. ■ It is 
something of a shock to leam/discover that she is guilty, c 
[noncount] : a state in which you are experiencing a sudden 
usually unpleasant or upsetting feeling because of something 
unexpected • She stood there in shock as he told her what 
had happened. ■ They were in a state of shock after hearing 
the news. = They were in shock over the news, d [count] : a 
sudden bad change in something ■ Unfortunately, it’s the 
poor who are most vulnerable to this kind of economic 
shock. ■ oil/energy price shocks 

2 [noncount] medical : a serious condition in which the body 
is not able to get enough blood to all the parts of the body <>- 
Shock is caused by a severe injury, a large loss of blood, etc. ■ 
She was treated/hospitalized for shock after the accident. ■ 
He was in (a state of) shock = He was suffering from shock 

— see also shell shock, toxic shock syndrome 

3 [count] : the effect of a strong charge of electricity passing 
through the body of a person or animal — usually singular ■ 
When the wires touched, I got a shock. • an electric shock ■ I 
walked across the carpet and then got a shock when I 
touched the metal doorknob. 

4 [count] : shock absorber — usually plural ■ The car 
needs new shocks. 

5 : a violent shake [count] an earthquake shock ■ The build¬ 
ing is made to withstand large shocks. — often + of' the 
shock of the explosion [noncount] The car’s bumper absorbs 
shock on impact. 

a shock to the/your system : something that has a sudden 
and usually unpleasant effect on you ■ The cold weather 
was a shock to my system after being in the tropics. ■ For 
freshmen, college life can be a real shock to the system. 

— compare 4 shock 

2 Shock verb shocks; shocked: shock-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to surprise and usually upset (someone) ■ The at¬ 
tack shocked the world. ■ His anger shocked us. — often used 
as (be) shocked ■ They were shocked to discover/leam that 
their son was taking drugs. — often + at or by -1 am shocked 
at/by how easy it was to do. • Everyone was deeply shocked 
at/by her behavior. ■ We were shocked by the news of her 
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death. — often + into ■ We were shocked into silence by what 
we saw. [=we were so surprised and upset by what we saw 
that we could not say anything] ■ The news was so upsetting 
that people were finally shocked into (taking) action. 

2 : to cause (someone) to feel horror or disgust (+ obj] He 
enjoys shocking his readers. ■ I was shocked by their bad lan¬ 
guage. [no obj ] The art exhibit is meant to shock. 

— shocked adj ■ She had a shocked look on her face. ■ He 
stood in shocked silence after hearing the news. 

3 shock adj , always used before a noun — used to describe 
something that surprises and usually upsets people ■ Bikinis 
have lost their shock effect, [-bikinis no longer shock people] 
• It was a shock [=very surprising] defeat/victory for the 
team. ■ He dresses as a woman for shock value. [=in order to 
shock people] ■ I don’t think there’s anything wrong with us¬ 
ing shock tactics [^actions, images, stories, etc., that surprise 
and upset people] to discourage people from driving while 
drunk. ■ shock radlofTV [=radio/television programs that are 
meant to shock and usually offend people] 
shock horror Brit, informal — used to say that you are sur¬ 
prised by something unpleasant or upsetting when you re¬ 
ally are not "Teenagers are— shock horror —having sex. 

4 shOCk noun, pi shocks [count] : a thick and full mass of 
hair — usually singular ■ a shock of hair— compare 'shock 
shock absorber noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a device that is 
connected to the wheel of a vehicle in order to reduce the ef¬ 
fects of traveling on a rough surface ■ The car needs new 
shock absorbers. 

ShOCk*er /\fa:ka>/ noun, pi -ers [count] informal : some¬ 
thing that shocks people ■ The ending of the movie is a real 
shocker. ■ Their divorce was a shocker. 
shocking /'Ja:kir)/ adj [more —; most ~] 

1 : very surprising and upsetting or causing a sudden feeling 
of horror or disgust ■ a shocking crime ■ The fact that he was 
married to another woman was a shocking discovery. = It 
was shocking to discover that he was married to another 
woman. ■ shocking news ■ The number of young teenagers 
who smoke is shocking. 

2 chiefly Brit, informal : very bad ■ a shocking waste of mon¬ 
ey/time ■ The building is in a shocking state. 

— shock*ing«ly adv ■ The movie was shockingly violent. 
Shocking pink noun [noncount] : a very bright pink color 

— shocking-pink adj ■ a shocking-pink dress 

Shock jock noun, pi ~~ jocks [count] chiefly US : a person 
who talks on the radio and says things that are offensive to 
many people : a radio disc jockey who says shocking things 
shock-proof /'Ja:k,pru:f/ adj : not damaged if dropped, 
hit, etc. : resistant to shock ■ The watch is supposed to be 
waterproof and shockproof. 


Shock therapy noun [noncount] : a treatment for mental 
illness in which the patient is given electric shocks — called 
also ECT, electroconvulsive therapy, shock treatment 
shock troops noun [plural] 

1 : troops who are specially trained for sudden attacks 
against an enemy ■ Shock troops were sent in for a surprise 
attack. 

2 : a group of people who are very active in fighting for a 
cause ■ the shock troops of the civil rights movement 

shock wave noun, pi ~~ waves [count] 

1 : a movement of extremely high air pressure that is caused 
by an explosion, an earthquake, etc. 

2 : a usually negative response or reaction that many people 
have to a particular thing ■ The decision created a shock wave 
of criticism. — usually plural ■ The court’s ruling sent shock 
waves throughout the nation. 

Shod /'Ja.d/ adj, literary : wearing shoes — often + in ■ His 
feet were shod in slippers. = He was shod in slippers. [=he was 
wearing slippers] 

shod*dy /\fa:di/ adj shod-di-er; -est : poorly done or 
made ■ shoddy work/workmanship/fumiture/goods ■ They 
gave a shoddy performance. ■ shoddy journalism 
— shod'dldy /'5 a'.dzM/ adv ■ a shoddily built bam ■ a shoddi¬ 
ly managed business — shod*di*ness /'Jaidinas/ noun 
[noncount] 

1 shoe /'.fu:/ noun, pi shoes 

1 [count]: an outer covering for your foot that usually has a 
stiff bottom part called a sole with a thicker part called a 
heel attached to it and an upper part that covers part or all of 
the top of your foot ■ She bought a pair of shoes. ■ He took 
off his shoes and socks. ■ high-heeled shoes • dress shoes 
[=shoes for formal events or times] ■ athletic/running shoes ■ 
shoe polish ■ a shoe store/shop 

2 shoes [plural] : another person’s situation or position ■ I 
wouldn’t want to be in his shoes right now. ■ Anyone in her 
shoes would have done the same thing. ■ Try to put yourself 
In their shoes [=try to imagine yourself in their situation] 
and think of how you would want to be treated. ■ I don’t 
think anyone will be able to fill her shoes [=do what she does 
as well as she does it] after she retires. ■ He stepped into the 
shoes [=took the role] of president with ease. 

3 [count] : a flat U-shaped piece of iron that is nailed to the 
bottom of a horse’s hoof : horseshoe 

4 [count] : the part of a brake that presses on the wheel of a 
vehicle — usually plural ■ The brake shoes are worn out. 

if the shoe fits or if the shoe fits, wear it US — used to say 
that something said or suggested about a person is true and 
that the person should accept it as true ■ “Are you calling 
me a cheater?” “Well, if the shoe fits, wear it." [={Brit) if the 
cap fits, wear it] 



high heel 



buckle 


sandal 


shoe 



flip-flop, thong (US) 



sneaker (US), trainer (Brit) 
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the shoe is on the other foot see *foot 
2 shoe verb shoes; shod /'Ja:d/ also chiefly US shoed 
/■Ju:d/; shoeing /‘Juiwiij/ [+ obj\ : to put a horseshoe on (a 
horse) ■ The blacksmith shod the horse. ■ The horse was tak¬ 
en to be shod. 

shoe-box /'Ju:,barks/ noun, pi -box-es [count] 

1 : a box that shoes are sold in 

2 : a very small home, apartment, room, etc. ■ Their apart¬ 
ment was just a shoebox. 

1 shoe-horn /'Ju^hoaii/ noun, pi -horns [count] : a curved 
device that you use to slide the heel of your foot into a shoe 
2 shoehorn verb -horns; -horned; -horn-ing [+ obj\ : to 
force (something or someone) into a small space, a short pe¬ 
riod of time, etc. ■ A parking garage has been shoehomed be¬ 
tween the buildings. ■ She’s trying to shoehorn a year’s worth 
of classes into a single semester. ■ I don’t know how they 
managed to shoehorn everyone into that little room. 

Shoe-lace /'Ju:,leis/ noun, pi -lac-es [count] : a long, thin 
material like a string that is used for fastening a shoe ■ Tie 
your shoelaces. ■ Your shoelace is undone/untied. — called 
also lace, (US) shoestring", see picture at shoe 

shoe-mak-er /'Ju^meika 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : someone 
who makes or repairs shoes 
— shoe-mak-ing /'Ju:,meikii 3 / noun [noncount] 

shoe-shine /'JurJam/ noun, pi -shines [count]: the act of 
polishing someone's shoes in exchange for money — usually 
singular ■ Mister, would you like a shoeshine! — often used 
before another noun • a shoeshine boy/man [=a boy/man 
who earns money by polishing/shining shoes] ■ a shoeshine 
stand 

shoe-string /'Ju:,stmj/ noun, pi -strings 

1 [count] US : shoelace 

2 [singular] informal : a small amount of money — usually 
used in the phrase on a shoestring ■ She started/began the 
business on a shoestring. [=using very little money] ■ The 
newspaper operates/runs on a shoestring. ■ The movie was 
made on a shoestring. — often used before another noun ■ 
The business is operating on a shoestring budget. ■ The store 
is a shoestring operation right now. 

shoestring catch noun, pi ~ catches [count] baseball : a 
catch made when the ball is just above the ground ■ The left 
fielder made a shoestring catch. 

Shoestring potatoes noun [plural] US : potatoes cut into 
very thin long pieces and fried in deep fat: very thin french 
fries 

Shoe tree noun, pi trees [count] : a device shaped like a 
foot that is placed inside a shoe when it is not being worn to 
keep it the right shape 

sho-gun /'Joogan/ noun, pi -guns [count] : any one of the 
military leaders who ruled Japan until the revolution of 
1867-68 

Shone past tense and past participle of ‘shine 
1 Shoo /'Ju:/ interj — used when repeatedly moving your hand 
away from you in a short motion with your fingers down to 
tell an animal or person to leave ■ Shoo] Get out of here! 
2 shoo verb shoos; shooed; shooing [+ obj] : to tell (an 
animal or person) to leave ■ We tried to help her, but she 
shooed us away. ■ He shooed the cat out of the house. 

Shoo—in /'Ju;,m/ noun, pi -ins [count] chiefly US, informal 
: someone or something that will win easily or is certain to 
win ■ The horse is a shoo-in to win the race. — often + for ■ a 
shoo-in for the toumament/job/award 

Shook past tense of 'shake 
1 Shoot /'Ju:t/ verb shoots; shot /'Ja:t/; shoot-ing 

1 a : to cause a bullet, arrow, etc., to move forward with 
great force from a weapon [no obj] Does this gun shoot ac¬ 
curately? ■ Don’t shoot. I surrender. ■ He shot at the deer. ■ 
The enemy was shooting at the rescue helicopter. ■ The snip¬ 
er was shooting to kill. [=shooting with the purpose of killing 
someone] |+ obj] She shot the arrow into the air. ■ I tried 
shooting a gun for the first time. ■ He shot a spitball into the 
girl’s hair. ■ a stunt in which she was shot from a cannon b 
[+ obj] : to wound or kill (a person or animal) with a bullet, 
arrow, etc., that is shot from a weapon • He shot two deer 
this hunting season. ■ The police shot the suspect in the leg. ■ 
She accidentally shot herself in the foot. ■ Two people were 
shot dead [=killed with bullets] during the robbery. ■ The 
guards were ordered to shoot on sight anyone who tried to 
escape. [=to immediately shoot anyone they saw trying to es¬ 
cape] C [+ obj] : to remove or destroy (something) with a 


bullet, rocket, etc., that is shot from a weapon — often + off ■ 
He shot the lock off the door. — often + out • She shot out the 
lights. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition a : to go, 
move, or pass quickly and suddenly in a particular direction 
or to a particular place [no obj] They shot past us on skis. ■ A 
cat shot [=darted] across the street. • Sparks from the fire 
were shooting all over. ■ A sharp pain shot through her chest. 
■ The album shot straight to number one on the charts. [+ 
obj] The frog shot out its tongue at a fly. ■ The album shot the 
band straight to the top of the charts, b : to flow forcefully 
or to cause (something) to flow forcefully in a particular di¬ 
rection or to a particular place [no obj] Blood was shooting 
[=spurting] from her neck. [+ obj] The snake shot venom into 
his eyes. 

3 a sports : to kick, hit, or throw (a basketball, hockey puck, 
etc.) toward or into a goal [+ obj] She shot the ball from mid- 
field. ■ He shot the eight ball into the side pocket, [no obj] He 
shoots’, he scores! ■ You can’t really play hockey if you don’t 
have a goal to shoot at. b [+ obj] basketball : to score (a 
goal) by shooting • He shot 10 field goals during the game. ■ 
She is outside shooting baskets, [^practicing basketball] C 
[+ obj] golf : to achieve (a particular score) ■ She shot an 81. • 
He shot a hole in one. d [+ obj ] : to play (a sport or game) ■ 
They are in the back shooting craps/dice. This sense is 
usually used with sports or games that involve shooting a 
ball. • They shot a round of golf. ■ Let’s shoot some pool. • 
(US, informal) Let’s shoot some hoops. [=let’s play basket¬ 
ball] 

4 : to film or photograph (something) [+ obj] The movie was 
shot in Australia. ■ The scene was shot in slow motion. ■ 
Where did you shoot [=take] this photo? [no obj] The direc¬ 
tor says we’ll begin shooting [= filming ] next week. 

5 [+ obj] : to direct (a look, comment, etc.) at (someone) 
quickly and suddenly ■ She shot her sister a disapproving 
glance/look. — usually + at ■ She shot a disapproving glance/ 
look at her sister. ■ He shot some angry words at me when 
the others left the room. 

6 [no obj] US. informal — used to tell someone to begin to 
speak ■ You wanted to tell me something? OK, shoot. ■ “Can I 
ask you a few questions?” “ Shoot .” 

7 [+ obj] informal : to inject (an illegal drug) into a vein ■ She 
began shooting heroin when she was 20. 

have shot your bolt see 'bolt 
shoot daggers at see dagger 

shoot down [phrasal verb] 1 shoot down (something) or 
shoot (something) down a : to cause (something) to fall 
to the ground by hitting it with a bullet, rocket, etc., that is 
shot from a weapon ■ The helicopter was shot down, b 
: to end or defeat (something) ■ The bill was shot down in 
the Senate. ■ Her hopes were shot down. C : to reject 
(something) completely • My idea was immediately shot 
down. = My idea was shot down in flames. 2 shoot down 
(someone) or shoot (someone) down a : to kill (some¬ 
one) with a bullet shot from a gun ■ He was shot down in 
cold blood. • Someone shot him down, b informal : to 
refuse to accept the offer made by (someone) ■ I asked her 
on a date, but she shot me down. [=she said no to me] 
shoot for [phrasal verb] shoot for (something) chiefly US. in¬ 
formal : to have (something) as a goal * “When would you 
like to have this completed by?” “Let’s shoot for [=aim for] 
Friday.” 

shoot for the moon see 1 moon 

shoot from the hip : to act or speak quickly without think¬ 
ing about the possible results ■ I admit I’m shooting from 
the hip here, but 1 think it’s a decent idea. 
shoot it out : to shoot guns at someone during a fight until 
one side is killed or defeated ■ The two gangs shot it out in 
the street. — often + with ■ The escaped convict shot it out 
with the police. — see also shoot-out 
shoot off [phrasal verb] Brit, informal : to leave a place 
quickly and suddenly ■ I have to shoot off to my next ap¬ 
pointment. 

shoot the breeze also shoot the bull US. informal : to talk 
informally about unimportant things ■ I enjoy shooting the 
breeze with my neighbors. 
shoot the messenger see messenger 
shoot the rapids : to move quickly in a river where the wa¬ 
ter flows very fast usually over rocks ■ whitewater rafters 
shooting the rapids 

shoot the shit US, informal + offensive : to talk informally 
about unimportant things : to shoot the breeze 
shoot up [phrasal verb] 1 : to grow or increase quickly and 
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suddenly • He shot up to six feet tall over the summer. ■ 
Sales have shot up this month. 2 shoot up or shoot up 
(something) informal: to inject an illegal drug into a vein ■ 
They shot up before the party. ■ shooting up heroin 3 
shoot up (something) or shoot (something) up : to shoot 
many bullets at or inside (something) ■ He walked in and 
just started shooting up the place. ■ He shot the place up. 
shoot your mouth oft also shoot off at the mouth infor¬ 
mal : to talk foolishly, carelessly, or too much about some¬ 
thing ■ She tends to shoot her mouth off. ■ Try not to shoot 
your mouth off about this to anyone. 
shoot yourself in the foot informal : to do or say some¬ 
thing that causes trouble for yourself • By complaining 
about this you’re only bringing attention to your mistakes. 
You're shooting yourself in the foot. 

2 ShOOt noun, pi shoots [count] 

1 a : the part of a new plant that is just beginning to grow 
above the ground b : a new branch and its leaves on an es¬ 
tablished plant ■ Small green shoots grew from the base of 
the tree. 

2 a : an occasion when a movie, television show, etc., is be¬ 
ing filmed ■ She is currently on a movie shoot in London, b 
: PHOTO SHOOT 

3 chiefly Brit a : an occasion when people hunt and kill 
wild animals ■ They went on a duck shoot. [=hunt] b : a 
piece of usually privately owned land that is used for hunt¬ 
ing ■ a 5,000-acre shoot 

3 ShOOt inter), US — used to show that you are annoyed or 
surprised ■ “We’ve missed the train!” "Oh, shootl ” 
shoot-around /\fu:t3,raund/ noun, pi -arounds [count] 
US : a usually informal basketball practice 
Shoot—’em—Lip /'Ju:t3m,Ap/ noun, pi -ups [count] infor¬ 
mal : a movie, television show, or video game that has a lot 
of killing with guns, bombs, etc. 
shoot•er/ l Ju:ta i // 20 M/ 2 , pi -ers [count] 

1 a : a person who shoots a weapon ■ The police are looking 
for the shooter. — see also sharpshooter b : a person 
who throws, kicks, or hits a ball or puck 

2 : a small amount (called a shot) of liquor (such as whiskey 
or tequila) often mixed with another liquid ■ a whiskey 
shooter 

- see also six-shooter, troubleshooter 
1 shooting adj, always used before a noun 

1 a : relating to the act of shooting a gun ■ a shooting range 
b : relating to an occurrence in which a person is shot with a 
gun ■ The shooting victims [=the people who were shot] re¬ 
main hospitalized. ■ a shooting death [=a death caused by be¬ 
ing shot] 

2 : relating to the action of photographing or filming some¬ 
one or something ■ the movie’s shooting schedule 

3 : moving through part of your body in sudden painful 
bursts ■ I’ve been having shooting pains in my leg. 

2 shooting noun, ^/-ings 

1 [count] : an occurrence in which a person is shot with a 
gun ■ There was a shooting last night. 

2 [noncount] : the activity or sport of killing wild animals 
with a gun ■ They are going shooting [=(more commonly) 
going hunting] this weekend. 

3 [noncount] : the action of photographing or filming some¬ 
one or something ■ Shooting of the movie begins next week. 

shooting gallery noun, pi ~ -ler-ies [count] : a place 
where people shoot guns at objects for practice or to win 
prizes 

Shooting guard noun, pi ~ guards [count] basketball : a 
player who is one of the two guards on a team and whose 
main role is to score points 

shooting match noun 

the whole shooting match informal: the entire thing : ev¬ 
erything ■ They said that they would pay for the food, 
music, decorations— the whole shooting match. 
shooting star noun, pi ~ stars [count] : a streak of light 
in the night sky that looks like a star falling but that is actu¬ 
ally a piece of rock or metal (called a meteor) falling from 
outer space into the Earth’s atmosphere 
Shoot—OUt /\fu:t,aut/ noun, pi -outs [count] 

1 : a fight in which people shoot guns at each other until one 
side is killed or defeated 

2 soccer or hockey : a competition that is used to decide the 
winner at the end of a tie game by giving each team a partic¬ 
ular number of chances to shoot the ball or puck into the 
goal 

3 : a competition between two people or groups that re¬ 


mains very close until the end ■ The two studios are in a 
shoot-out for the movie rights to the novel. 

1 ShOP /\fa:p/ noun, pi shops 

1 [count] a : a building or room where goods and services 
are sold —see also barbershop, bookshop, coffee 
SHOP, PAWNSHOP, PRO SHOP, SPECIALTY SHOP, THRIFr 
SHOP 

usage In U.S. English, store is more common than shop. 
When shop is used, it is usually for particular types of 
small businesses that sell one kind of product or service. 
Store is used for both small and large businesses, especially 
ones that sell many kinds of goods and services. In British 
English store is only used for large businesses that sell 
many kinds of goods and services and for a few types of 
smaller business that sell equipment. ■ (US + Brit) a gift/ 
sandwich/doughnut/flower shop • (US + Brit) an antique 
shop [=(US) store] ■ (US + Brit) a pet/card shop [=(US, more 
commonly) store] ■ (Brit) a computer shop [-(US + Brit) 
store] • (Brit) a hardware shop [=(US + Brit) store] • (Brit) 
The shops [=(£/£) stores] are always crowded around the 
holiday season. ■ (Brit) I’m going to the shops this after¬ 
noon. [=((/£■) I’m going shopping this afternoon; I’m going 
to stores to look at and buy things] 

b : the place where a specified kind of worker works : a 
worker’s place of business • (US) the butcher shop = (Brit) 
the butcher’s shop • (Brit) a chemist’s shop [=(US) drugstore] 

2 [count] : a place for making or repairing goods, machinery, 
vehicles, etc. ■ a repair shop ■ I took the car to the shop to get 
new brakes. —see also body shop, machine shop, 
SWEATSHOP, WORKSHOP 

3 [noncount] US : a class in school in which students are 
taught to work with tools and machinery ■ I am taking shop 
this semester. ■ I made a table in shop.-, also [count] : a room 
in which a shop class is taught ■ The wood/metal shop is 
down the hall. 

4 [noncount] informal : talk that is related to or about your 
work or special interests : shoptalk ■ They are always talk¬ 
ing shop. 

5 [ singular ] Brit, informal : the activity of shopping for food 
or other things that are needed regularly ■ I did my weekly 
shop. [=(US) (grocery/food) shopping] 

a bull in a china shop see 'bull 

all over the shop Brit: all over the place : everywhere 
close up shop see 1 close 
mind the shop see 2 mind 

set up shop : to start a business or activity in a particular 
place • The restaurant set up shop three blocks from here. ■ 
He moved to France, where he set up shop as a writer. ■ I 
set up shop in the living room and made phone calls all af¬ 
ternoon. 

2 shop verb shops; shopped; shop-ping 

1 : to visit places where goods are sold in order to look at 
and buy things [no obj] Where do you like to shop ? ■ I like to 
shop at locally owned stores. ■ They shopped all day. = They 
spent the day shopping. • She is shopping for a new car. ■ He is 
out shopping. ■ Many people now shop online. [+ obj] (US) 
They shopped the store(s) in search of gift ideas. [=looked 
throughout the store(s) for a gift to buy] — see also com¬ 
parison shop, window-shop 

2 [+ obj] US : to try to get a company to publish or produce 
(something) ■ She’s shopping her idea for a film. — often + 
around ■ He shopped his manuscript around, but no publish¬ 
ers were interested. 

3 [+ obj] Brit, informal : to give information about the secret 
or criminal activity of (someone) to an authority (such as the 
police) ■ His own mother shopped him to the police. 

shop around [phrasal verb] : to visit several different places 
where a thing is sold in order to find the most suitable item 
or service for the lowest price ■ She is shopping around for 
a new car. ■ Shop around first before you buy a car. ■ She is 
shopping around for a bank with low fees. — see also 
2 shop 2 (above) 

- shop-per /'Jaipa-/ noun, pi -pers [count] ■ The stores 
were crowded with shoppers. ■ Christmas shoppers [=people 
who are shopping for Christmas gifts] 
shop-a*hol*ic /Jcups'hculik/ noun, pi -ics [count] informal 
: a person who likes to shop very much 
shop—bought adj, Brit \ STORE-BOUGHT 
Shop floor noun [singular] Brit : the area where products 
are made in a factory ■ proper safety procedures for the shop 
floor ■ managerial control of the shop floor [=of the workers 
in a factory] 
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Shop front noun, pi ~ fronts [count]: storefront 
Shop'keep>er / , Ja:p,ki:pay noun, pi -ers [count] : some- 
one who owns or manages a shop or store : storekeeper 
Shop-lift /\fa:p,lift/ verb -lifts; -lift-ed; -lift-ing : to steal 
things from a shop or store [no obj\ The manager saw the 
kids shoplift and called the police. ■ He was caught shoplift¬ 
ing. [+ obj] The kids shoplifted candy from the store. 

- shop-lift-er /\fa:p,lifto/ noun, pi -ers [count] ■ Police 
watched for shoplifters. — shoplifting noun [noncount] ■ 
She was arrested for shoplifting. 

Shoppe /\fa:p/ noun, pi shoppes [count] old-fashioned 
: ‘shop la — used in the names of small businesses that sell 
one type of product or service ■ Amy’s Toy Shoppe • a new 
mall called “The Shoppes at Woodford Hills” 

Shopping noun [noncount] 

1 : the activity of visiting places where goods are sold in or¬ 
der to look at and buy things (such as food, clothing, etc.) ■ 
We do (our) grocery shopping once a week. = We go grocery 
shopping once a week. [=we shop for groceries once a week] 

■ I can do your shopping for you. ■ When are you going to do 
the shopping! ■ I’m going shopping. [=(Brit) going to the shops] 

■ We went shopping for a gift at the mall. — often used before 
another noun ■ a shopping area/basket/cart ■ We’re going on 
a shopping trip in New York City. ■ a shopping bag [=(Brit) 
carrier bag", a bag that a store gives you to carry any items 
you have bought there] ■ We went on a shopping spree. [=we 
bought a lot of things in a short period of time] 

2 Brit : the things that are bought at a shop or store ■ Put the 
shopping in the car. 

Shopping cart noun, pi ~ carts [count] : ‘cart 2 
shopping center (US ) or Brit shopping centre noun, pi 
~~ -ters [count] : a group of shops or stores in one area — 
called also shopping plaza 
shopping list noun, pi ~ lists [count] 

1 : a list of things to be bought at a shop or store 

2 : a long list of related things ■ a shopping list [-laundry list] 
of things to be fixed around the house 

Shopping mall noun, pi malls [count] chiefly US : a 
large building or group of buildings containing many differ¬ 
ent stores : mall 

shop—soiled /'Jaip.sojald/ adj, Brit : SHOPWORN 
Shop Steward noun, pi - ards [count] : a member of a la¬ 

bor union in a factory or company who is elected by the oth¬ 
er members to meet with the managers 
Shop-talk / l Ja:p,ta:k /noun [noncount] chiefly US : talk that 
is related to your work or special interests ■ There was a lot 
of shoptalk at the office party. 

Shop-worn /\fa:p,wo zm/ adj, US 

1 : faded or damaged from being in a shop or store for too 
long ■ shopworn [ =(Brit) shop-soiled] books/goods 

2 : not interesting because of being used too often ■ shop¬ 
worn [-{Brit) shop-soiled] stories/sayings/clichds 

1 Shore /'Joa 1 / noun, pi shores 

1 : the land along the edge of an area of water (such as an 
ocean, lake, etc.) [count] a rocky/sandy shore [=coast] ■ 
Houses were built on the shores of the lake. • The boat 
hugged the shore. [=stayed close to the shore] [noncount] 
We swam to shore. ■ The boat was about a mile from shore. • 
The boat headed for shore. 

2 shores [plural] literary : a country that touches a sea or 
ocean : a country that has a coast ■ My family came to these 
shores [=came to this country] 100 years ago. ■ The plant was 
brought to our shores from Europe. ■ We arrived on Ameri¬ 
can/British shores. 

2 shore verb shores; shored; shoring 

shore up [phrasal verb] shore (something) up or shore up 
(something) 1 ; to support (something) or keep (some¬ 
thing) from falling by placing something under or against 
it ■ They shored up [= propped up] the roof/wall. 2 : to sup¬ 
port or help (something) • The tax cuts are supposed to 
shore up the economy. ■ The new player should shore up 
the team’s defense. 

Shore leave noun [noncount] : official permission for a sail¬ 
or to leave a ship and go onto land for a period of time 
Shore-line /Mowlam/ noun, pi -lines : the land along the 
edge of an area of water (such as an ocean, lake, etc.) : a 
coast or shore [count] rocky shorelines ■ The road runs 
along the shoreline, [noncount] 1,000 miles of shoreline 
Shorn past participle of shear 
1 short /'fofrt/ adi short-er; -est 

1 a : extending a small distance from one end to the other 


end : having little length : not long ■ Her hair is short. = She 
has short hair. ■ It’s just a short distance from here. = It’s just 
a short distance away. • the shortest rope ■ One of my legs is 
slightly shorter than the other. ■ The coat is short on him. = 
The coat is too short for him. [=the coat should be longer in 
order to fit him correctly] b : not great in distance ■ a short 
walk/drive/trip ■ This way is shorter. C : having little height 
: not tall ■ He is short for his age. ■ a short girl 

2 a : lasting or continuing for a small amount of time 
: brief ■ a short delay/vacation/speech ■ the shortest day of 
the year ■ Life’s too short to worry about the past. ■ The mov¬ 
ie/meeting was very short. ■ You have done a lot in a short 
space/period of time. ■ a short burst of speed ■ I’ve only lived 
here for a. short time/while. ■ It’s just a short walk from here. 
[=you can walk there from here in a few minutes] ■ She has a 
very short memory. [=she forgets about events, conversa¬ 
tions, etc., soon after they happen] b always used before a 
noun : seeming to pass quickly ■ She has made great progress 
in a few short years. ■ He visited for two short weeks. 

3 : having few pages, items, etc. ■ a short book/poem ■ I have 
a list of things I need to do before we go, but it’s pretty short. 
■ short sentences 

4 of clothing : covering only part of the arms or legs ■ boys in 
short pants ■ a shirt with short sleeves [=sleeves that end at or 
above the elbows] ■ a short skirt [=a skirt that ends above the 
knees and especially several inches above the knees] 

5 a : existing in less than the usual or needed amount ■ We 
should hurry. Time is short. [=we don’t have much time] ■ 
Money has been short lately. [=1 haven’t had enough money 
lately] ■ Gasoline is in short supply. [=little gasoline is avail¬ 
able] ■ (US) We can be ready on short notice. = (Brit) We can 
be ready at short notice. [=very quickly] ■ (US) Thank you 
for meeting with me on such short notice. = (Brit) Thank 
you for meeting with me at such short notice. [=even though 
you did not know that I wanted to meet with you until a 
short time ago] b not used before a noun : having less than 
what is needed : not having enough of something ■ I can’t 
pay the bill. I’m a little short (of money). [=1 don’t have 
enough money] ■ The team was short (by) two players. = The 
team was two players short. — often + on - short on time/ 
food/money • She’s a little short on patience today. [=she is 
feeling somewhat impatient] ■ He’s not short on self- 
confidence. [=he has plenty of self-confidence] ■ He was long 
on criticism but short on useful advice. I=he was very critical 
but did not give any useful advice] c : less than — used in 
the phrase nothing short of to give emphasis to a statement 
or description ■ His recovery is nothing short of a miracle. = 
His recovery is nothing short of miraculous. [=his recovery is 
a miracle; his recovery is miraculous] d : not reaching far 
enough ■ The throw to first base was short. ■ a short throw 

6 : made smaller by having part removed ■ a short tax form 

— often + for ■ “Doc” is short for “doctor." ■ “Ben” is short for 
“Benjamin.” • "www” is short for “World Wide Web.” 

7 not used before a noun : talking to someone in a very brief 
and unfriendly way : rudely brief ■ I’m sorry I was short 
[= abrupt , curt] with you. 

8 linguistics, of a vowel — used to identify certain vowel 
sounds in English ■ long and short vowels ■ the short “a” in 
“bad” ■ the short “e” in “bet” • the short “i” in “sit” ■ the short 
“o” in “hot” ■ the short “u” in “but” — compare ‘long 6 

a short fuse see 2 fuse 

draw the short straw see ‘draw 

fall short see ‘fall 

in short order : quickly and without delay ■ In short order 
the group set up camp. ■ The papers were organized in 
short order. 

make short work of see 2 work 

short and sweet : pleasantly brief : not lasting a long time 
or requiring a lot of time ■ That’s the way we like the 
meetings— short and sweet. ■ I’ve got a few announce¬ 
ments, but I’ll keep it short and sweet. [=1 will talk for only 
a few minutes] 

short of breath If you are short of breath, it is difficult for 
you to breathe. ■ He is overweight and gets short of breath 
[=out of breath] just walking to his car. ■ She was short of 
breath and unable to talk after her run. 
the short end of the stick see ‘stick 

— short-ness /'Joannas/ noun [noncount] ■ I was surprised 
by the shortness of the meeting. ■ One symptom is short¬ 
ness of breath. 

2 short adv short-er; -est 

1 : to or at a point that is not as far as expected or desired 
: to a point not reaching what is needed for something ■ The 


short • shorthanded 
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ball fell short. • He threw the ball short. ■ He began to run/an¬ 
swer and then pulled up short. [=stopped suddenly and did 
not finish] ■ We made as many cookies as we could, but we 
came up short [=we had fewer than we needed to have] and 
there weren’t enough for everyone. ■ Time is running short. 
[=there is little time left to do, accomplish, etc., something] 
— often + of ■ He finished in 30 seconds—just one second 
short of the world record. [=he finished in 30 seconds and the 
world record is 29 seconds] ■ She quit school a month short of 
[=before] graduation. ■ We came up short of [=we did not 
achieve] our goal. ■ Sales for the month came short of our es¬ 
timates. [=we sold less than we had predicted we would sell] ■ 
The attack was just short of a full invasion. ■ She’s just short 
of six feet tall. [=she is almost six feet tall] ■ The performance 
was just short of perfection. = The performance was (only a) 
little short of perfect. ■ The running back was stopped short 
of the goal line. [=was stopped just before the goal line] ■ He 
stopped well short of the line. [=long before reaching the 
line] ■ The boss said that she was unhappy with some em¬ 
ployees, but she stopped short of naming which ones. [=but 
she did not say which employees she was unhappy with] ■ We 
have plenty of shirts left, but we’re running short of [=run¬ 
ning out of] smaller sizes. [=the available supply of smaller 
sizes is almost used up] 

2 : in a sudden manner ■ The hunter stopped short [=sudden- 
ly] when he saw the deer. ■ I was wandering through the ex¬ 
hibit when I was brought up short by a striking photograph. 
[=when a striking photograph made me suddenly stop] 

3 : for or during a short time ■ Her career was .sAorMasting. 

4 : in a way that makes something short ■ Keep the grass 
mowed short. ■ Her dark hair was cut/cropped short. [=she 
had short hair] 

caught short see ‘catch 

cut short : to end (something) earlier than expected ■ We 
had to cut our vacation short. ■ The speech was cut short. 
[=the speech was interrupted and not finished] 
fall short see 'fall 

sell (someone or something) short see 'sell 
short of: except for (something): other than (something) ■ 
Short of replacing the motor, I have tried everything to fix 
the car. ■ Short of a catastrophe [=unless something terrible 
happens], I think we’ll succeed. 
taken/caught short Brit, informal: suddenly needing to use 
a toilet when there is no toilet available 
3 Short noun, pi shorts 

1 shorts [plural] a : pants that end at or above the knees ■ a 
pair of shorts ■ Your shorts are dirty. ■ short shorts [=shorts 
that cover very little of the legs] — see color picture on page 
C14; see also Bermuda shorts b : boxer shorts 

2 [count] : a short movie ■ The short before the main movie 
was very funny. 

3 [count] : short circuit 

4 [noncount] baseball, informal : shortstop ■ Who’s playing 
short ? 

5 [count] Brit : a small amount of liquor that you drink 
quickly : shot ■ a short of vodka 

for short: in a shorter form : as an abbreviation ■ My name 
is Benjamin, or Ben for short. 

in short : in a few words — used to indicate that you are 
saying something in as few words as possible ■ The trip 
was, in short, a disaster. • In short [=in summary], the com¬ 
pany is doing extremely well. 
the long and (the) short of it see 3 long 
4 short verb shorts; short-ed; short-ing 

1 [+ obj] ; to cause (something) to have a short circuit 
: short-circuit - The lightning shorted the TV. — often + 
out in U.S. English ■ Water shorted out the flashlight. 

2 [no obj ] ; to stop working because of a short circuit 
: short-circuit ■ The hair dryer must have shorted. — of¬ 
ten + out in U.S. English ■ The toaster oven shorted out. 

short-age /'Jo^ticfe/ noun, pi -ag-es : a state in which 
there is not enough of something that is needed [count] a 
gasoline/water shortage — often + of • a shortage of cash/gas¬ 
oline/teachers/water ■ There is no shortage of restaurants 
[=there are many restaurants] in the city, [noncount] ( chiefly 
Brit ) ■ periods of food shortage 

Short-bread /'Joa^bred/ noun [noncount] : a thick cookie 
made of flour, sugar, and a lot of butter or other shortening 
Short-Cake /'Joa^keik/ noun [noncount] 

1 chiefly US : a dessert made with a rich cake that is served 
with sweetened fruit on top ■ strawberry shortcake 

2 chiefly Brit : shortbread 


short-change /Vfofrt'tfemcfc/ verb -chang-es; -changed; 
-chang-ing [+ obj ] 

1 : to give (someone) less than the correct amount of change 
■ The cashier shortchanged me. I gave her 10 dollars to pay 
for an $8.95 book, and she only gave me a dollar back. 

2 : to give (someone) less than what is expected or deserved ■ 
The band shortchanged its fans by playing for only 30 min¬ 
utes. — often used as (be) shortchanged ■ He was short¬ 
changed [=was cheated] out of a promotion (by the compa¬ 
ny). ■ Many people felt they were being shortchanged by the 
policy. = Many people felt shortchanged by the policy. 

Short circuit noun, pi ~ circuits [Count] : the failure of 
electricity to flow properly in a circuit because the wires or 
connections in the circuit are damaged or not connected 
properly ■ The fire was caused by a short circuit. 
short-circuit verb -circuits; -circuited; -circuiting 

1 a [+ obj] : to cause (something) to have a short circuit ■ 
The lightning short-circuited the TV. b [no obj ] : to stop 
working because of a short circuit ■ The lamp must have 
short-circuited. 

2 [+ obj] : to avoid doing (something) ■ The owners short- 
circuited [=bypassed, circumvented] the required inspection. 

3 [+ obj]: to stop (efforts, plans, etc.) from succeeding ■ The 
lawyers short-circuited [= frustrated, impeded] any attempt to 
sue the company. 

short-conn-ing /'jo^tikAinirj/ noun, pi -ings [count] 

1 : a weakness in someone’s character : a personal fault or 
failing ■ Her lack of attention to detail is her biggest short¬ 
coming. — usually plural ■ He has many more strengths than 
shortcomings. 

2 : a bad feature : a flaw or defect in something ■ The main/ 
major shortcoming of this camera is that it uses up batteries 
quickly. 

Short-CUt /'Joa^kAt/ noun, pi -cuts [count] 

1 : a shorter, quicker, or easier way to get to a place ■ Wait, I 
know a shortcut. Turn left here. ■ We took a shortcut home. ■ 
Let’s take the shortcut through the woods. 

2 : a quicker or easier way to do something ■ 1 used a short¬ 
cut to calculate the total weight. ■ There are no shortcut y to/ 
for learning another language. ■ Mistakes were made be¬ 
cause too many shortcuts were taken. 

short-en /'/o^tn/ verb -ens; -ened; -en-ing 

1 [no obj ] : to become shorter ■ The days have begun to 
shorten. [=last for a smaller amount of time] 

2 [+ obj] : to make (something) shorter ■ shorten a pair of 
pants ■ He had to shorten the speech. ■ Not changing the oil 
regularly will shorten the life of the engine. [=will cause the 
engine to fail sooner] ■ “Franklin D. Roosevelt” is often 
shortened to “FDR.” 

— shortened adj ■ “I’ve” is the shortened form of “I have.” ■ 
I heard a shortened version of the song on the radio. 

Short-en-ing /'Joatniij/ noun [noncount ] : a fat (such as 
butter) that is used in cooking or baking 
Short-fall /'Jo^t.fa:!/ noun, pi -falls [count] formal : a fail¬ 
ure to get what is expected or needed ■ a shortfall in milk pro¬ 
duction ■ profit shortfall y • We had a budget shortfall. [=our 
costs were higher than the available amount of money]; also 
: the amount of such a failure ■ a $2 million shortfall = a 
shortfall of $2 million [=$2 million less than is needed] 
short-hair /'Jo^tiea 1 / noun, pi -hairs [Count] : a cat that 
has short, thick fur — compare longhair 
Short-haired adj : having short fur or hair • short-haired 
cats ■ a short-haired student — opposite long-haired 
Short-hand /'Joa^haend/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a method of writing quickly by using symbols or abbrevi¬ 
ations for sounds, words, or phrases : stenography ■ The 
notes were written in shorthand. [=using special symbols] ■ 
The secretary takes shorthand. [=writes in shorthand] 

— compare longhand 

2 : a short or quick way of showing or saying something — 
usually + for ■ “ASAP” is shorthand for “as soon as possible.” 

— shorthand adj, always used before a noun ■ shorthand 
symbols ■ a shorthand reporter [=someone whose job is to 
record in shorthand exactly what is said in a court of law 
or in a meeting] ■ (Brit) a shorthand typist [=(chiefly US) 
stenographer, someone whose job is to record in shorthand 
what is said and then type it] ■ “The Far East" is a short¬ 
hand term for all the countries of eastern Asia and the Ma¬ 
lay Archipelago. 

Short-hand-ed /Joa^t'haendad/ adj 
1 [more most —] : having fewer than the usual number of 

people available ■ The crew was shorthanded. [=someone 
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who is usually in the crew wasn’t there] ■ a shorthanded staff 
■ We’re very shorthanded this week. [=many people who are 
usually here are not here this week] 

2 always used before a noun, ice hockey : made when a team 
member is off the ice for a penalty ■ a shorthanded goal 
Short-haul /'/oa<,ha:l/ adi, always used before a noun 
: traveling or involving a short distance ■ short-haul flights 
Shortie variant spelling of SHORTY 

Short list noun, pi ~ lists [count] : a list of a small number 
of people or things that have been selected from a larger 
group and are being considered to receive an award, to get a 
job, etc. — usually singular ■ She is on the short list for the 
Nobel Prize. ■ The book is on the short list for the National 
Book Award. 

— short-list verb -lists; -list-ed; -listing [+ obf] — usual¬ 
ly used as (be) short-listed ■ He’5 been short-listed for the po¬ 
sition. [=he has been put on a short list for the position] ■ 
The novel was short-listed to win the award. 

short-lived /'Joa-tMivd/ adi short-er-lived; short-est- 
lived [or more most ~]: living or lasting for a short time ■ 
short-lived insects ■ Her happiness was short-lived. — com¬ 
pare LONG-LIVED 

short-ly /'Joa'tli/ adv 

1 : in or within a short time : soon ■ They should arrive 
shortly. • I’ll be ready shortly. ■ He left shortly after/before 
you did. ■ Shortly after [=soon after] she hung up, the phone 
rang again. 

2 : in a very brief and unfriendly way ■ “I can’t help you right 
now,” he said shortly. 

Short—Or-der /"Joatioada/ adi, always used before a noun 
: making or serving food that can be cooked quickly when a 
customer orders it • a short-order cook 
Short-range /'J'oa-t'remcfe/ adi, always used before a noun 

short-er-range; short-est-range 

1 : able to travel or be used over short distances ■ short-range 
missiles/weapons • a short-range radio 

2 : involving a short period of time ■ short-range [^short- 
terni\ goals ■ a short-range weather forecast 

short run noun 

the short run : a short period of time at the beginning of 
something ■ One plan had advantages over the short run. 

— usually used in the phrase in the short run • It won’t 
make any difference in the short run. [=when a small 
amount of time has passed] ■ These changes may improve 
profits in the short run [=in the short term, in the near fu¬ 
ture ], but they are going to cost us money in the long run. 

— compare long run 

— short-run adj, always used before a noun • short-run ben¬ 
efits [=benefits that will exist or continue for a short period 
of time] 

short—sheet verb -sheets; -sheeted; -sheeting [+ obf] 
US 

1 ; to arrange the top sheet on a bed in a way that leaves no 
space for the feet of a person getting into the bed Short- 
sheeting a bed is a playful trick. ■ Somebody short-sheeted 
my bed at summer camp. 

2 : to give (someone) less than what is expected or deserved ■ 
Our school district was short-sheeted [=(more commonly) 
shortchanged] by the state government. 

Short Shrift noun [noncount] : little or no attention or 
thought ■ He gives short shrift to the author’s later works. ■ 
The lower classes have gotten/received short shrift from the 
city government. [=the city government has not paid atten¬ 
tion to the problems of the people in the lower classes] 
short-sight-ed /'Joa^saitod/ adi [more most ~] 

1 a : not considering what will or might happen in the fu¬ 
ture ■ shortsighted politicians who only care about how they 
do in the next election b : made or done without thinking 
about what will happen in the future • The plan was danger¬ 
ously shortsighted. • shortsighted policies/investments 

— opposite ( US) FARSIGHTED, (Brit) LONG-SIGHTED 

2 Brit : nearsighted 

— short*sight*ed*ness noun [noncount] • We’re victims of 
our own shortsightedness. 

Short-Staffed adi [more most — ] : having fewer than 
the usual number of people available ■ The team/department 
is short-staffed. [=shorthanded] ■ a short-staffed hospital 
Short—Stay adi, always used before a noun, Brit 

1 : providing a specified service for short periods of time ■ a 
short-stay car park 

2 : staying at a place (such as a hospital or nursing home) for 
a short period of time ■ short-stay patients/residents 


Short-Stop /'Joa^sta.p/ noun, pi -stops [count] baseball 
: the player who defends the area between second and third 
base ■ an all-star shortstop 

Short Story noun, pi ~ -ries [count] : a short written story 
usually dealing with few characters : a short work of fiction 
Short temper noun, pi ~ -pers [count]: a tendency to be¬ 
come angry easily ■ She has a short temper. 

Short—tem-pered /Joa-ftempa-d/ adj [more most ~] 

: easily made angry • short-tempered children ■ She is short- 
tempered. 

short term noun 

the short term : a short period of time at the beginning of 
something ■ It will meet our needs, at least for the short 
term. ■ His plan has advantages over the short term. — usu¬ 
ally used in the phrase in the short term ■ It won’t make 
any difference in the short term. [=when a small amount of 
time has passed] ■ These changes may improve profits in 
the short term [=in the near future, in the short run], but they 
are going to cost us money in the long term. — compare 
LONG TERM 

Short-term /'/oa^tarn/ adj : lasting for, relating to, or in¬ 
volving a short period of time ■ the short-term effects of the 
plan ■ The company is using a short-term plan/strategy to in¬ 
crease profits. ■ Her memory of events that happened long 
ago is still okay, but her short-term memory is failing. [=it is 
difficult for her to remember things that happened recently] 
■ a short-term contract/investment ■ short-term [=,short-range] 
goals — opposite long-term 

Short time noun [noncount] Brit : a work schedule in which 
an employee works fewer hours than usual ■ The company 
hasn’t laid anyone off, but a number of employees have been 
put on short time. 

Short-wave /'Joa^weiv/ noun, pi -waves [count] 

1 : a radio wave with a wavelength between 10 and 1§0 
meters 

2 : a radio or receiver that uses shortwaves 

— shortwave adi, always used before a noun ■ shortwave fre¬ 
quencies ■ a shortwave radio/receiver 
shorty or short*ie /'Joa^ti/ noun, pi shortdes [count] infor¬ 
mal : someone who is not tall : a short person ■ when I was 
just a shorty — often used as a form of address ■ How are you 
today, shorty ? Shorty is often used humorously but can be 

insulting. 

1 shot /'fait/ noun, pi shots 

1 [count]: an act of shooting a gun ■ Two shots were heard. = 
Two shots rang out. ■ She fired a warning shot into the air. 
[=she fired/shot a gun into the air as a warning] ■ He took a 
shot at the deer. [=he tried to shoot the deer; he fired a gun 
at the deer] — see also gunshot, potshot 

2 [noncount] a : buckshot b : the objects (called ammu¬ 
nition) that are shot from cannons and other old-fashioned 
weapons ■ musket/cannon shot — see also slingshot 

3 [count] : a person who shoots a gun ■ She is a very good 
shot. [=she is skilled in shooting a gun] ■ You’re not a bad 
shot. [=you are able to shoot a gun fairly well] — see also BIG 
SHOT 

4 [count] : a critical or hurtful remark ■ They took shots at 
each other throughout the debate. ■ As her parting shot 
[=her final critical comment], she said that the other candi¬ 
date simply did not understand the needs of the city’s citi¬ 
zens. — see also cheap shot, potshot 

5 [count] : the act of hitting someone or something with your 
hand or an object ■ The boxer got in a few good shots on his 
opponent. ■ She took a shot at me [=tried to hit me] with a 
snowball but missed. 

6 [count] a ; an act of kicking, hitting, or throwing a ball or 
puck toward or into a goal ■ She scored on a perfect shot 
from the right wing. ■ Wow! That was a good/great shot\ ■ He 
made the shot [=got the ball or puck in the goal] • He took a 
shot [=threw the ball toward the goal] but missed, b : a ball 
or puck that is kicked, hit, or thrown toward or into a goal ■ 
The shot went between the goalie’s legs. ■ Her shot landed on 
the putting green. — see also chip shot, foul shot, jump 
SHOT, SLAP SHOT 

7 [count] a : an attempt to do something successfully — 
usually singular ■ You should give it a shot. [=you should try 
to do it] ■ I’ll give you one more shot. [=1*11 let you try one 
more time] ■ They lost, but at least they gave it their best shot. 
[=try, effort] — often + at ■ Take another shot at the math 
problem. • I never changed a tire before, but I’ll have a shot 
at it. • I took/had a shot at (guessing) the answer and guessed 
right, b : a chance that something will happen or be 



shot • shoulder 


1508 


achieved — usually singular ■ The horse has a 12 to 1 shot of 
winning. ■ It’s a 10 to 1 shot that he’ll be on time. — often + 
at ■ The team has a good shot at winning. ■ She has a shot at 
(winning) the title. — see also long shot 

8 [count] informal : 1 photograph — often + of • I got some 
good shot's [-pictures] of the kids. ■ Be sure to take/get a cou¬ 
ple shots of the car. — see also mug shot, snapshot 

9 [count] : a part of a movie or a television show that is 
filmed by one camera without stopping ■ the movie’s open¬ 
ing shot ■ a close-up shot of a beehive 

10 [count] chiefly US : an act of putting something (such as 
medicine or vaccine) into the body with a needle : injec¬ 
tion ■ a flu shot — often + of • a shot of morphine/Novocain 

11 [count] a : a small amount of a drink and especially a 
strong alcoholic drink ■ tequila shot s ■ a shot glass — often + 
of* a shot of whisky/espresso — called also (Brit) short b : a 
small amount of something — often + of ■ The pilot took a 
shot of oxygen. ■ My speech could use & shot of humor. 

12 [count] : a heavy metal ball that people throw as far as 
they can in the athletic event called the shot put 

a shot US, informal : for each one : apiece ■ They cost $5 a 
shot. 

a shot across the/someone’s bow(s) : a warning to not 
do something or to stop doing something ■ The fine is a 
shot across the bow to an industry that thinks it can ignore 
the law. 

a shot In the arm : something that makes someone or 
something stronger or more active, confident, etc. ■ The 
award has given the school a much needed shot in the arm. 
a shot in the dark 1 : a guess that is based on very little or 
no information or evidence ■ Estimating the cost of a 
project like this is often a shot in the dark. 2 : an attempt 
that is not likely to succeed ■ I know it’s a shot in the dark , 
but I still think we can convince them to join us. 
call the shots informal : to be in charge or control of some¬ 
thing ■ Who’s the one who calls the shots around here? 
like a shot: immediately and very quickly ■ He started the 
car and took off like a shot. 
z ShOt past tense and past participle of 1 shoot 
3 shot adj, not used before a noun 

1 informal : in a very bad condition ■ The tires on the car are 
shot. ■ It’s such a stressful job—my nerves are shot (to piec¬ 
es). 

2 a of a fabric : having threads of a different color woven in 

— often + with ■ The dress is blue shot with silver. ■ blue fab¬ 
ric shot through with silver thread b : having a particular 
color, quality, feature, etc., throughout — usually + with ■ 
His stories are shot with comedy. ■ black hair shot through 
with gray 

shot of Brit, informal: no longer having someone or some¬ 
thing that you do not want ■ I’m ready to get/be shot of 
[=rid o.f] this job. ■ The band wants to be shot of its manag¬ 
er. 

Shot Clock noun, pi ~ clocks [count] basketball : a clock 
that shows how much time a player has left to shoot the ball 
Shot*gun /'Ja.tjgAn/ noun, pi -guns [count] 

1 : a gun with a long barrel that shoots a large number of 
small metal balls (called buckshot) — see picture at gun; 
see also sawed-off shotgun 

2 American football : an offensive formation in which the 
quarterback is a few yards behind the line of scrimmage at 
the start of a play 
ride shotgun see ‘ride 

shotgun wedding noun, pi ~ 

-dings [count] : a wedding that 
happens because the bride is preg¬ 
nant — called also shotgun mar¬ 
riage 

Shot put noun 

the shot put : an athletic event in 
which people compete by trying 
to throw a heavy metal ball 
(called a shot) as far as possible 

- shot-put-ter /'J'crt.putaV 
noun, pi -ters [count] 

should /Mud, Jad/ verb, past tense 
of shall [modal verb] 
la — used to say or suggest that 
something is the proper, reason¬ 
able, or best thing to do ■ You 
should [=ought to] get some rest. ■ 

They should be punished. ■ We 


should leave a few minutes early to make sure we get there 
on time. ■ Maybe you should consider finding a new job. ■ I 
should emphasize that these numbers are only estimates. ■ 
My friends say that I should quit the team. ■ What time 
should we meet? [=what is the best time for us to meet?; 
what time do you want to meet?] ■ Patients should inform the 
receptionist upon their arrival, b — used with have to say 
that something was the proper, reasonable, or best thing to 
do but was not done ■ You should have been more careful. ■ 
She shouldn't have spoken to him so rudely. ■ What should I 
have done? ■ Should I not have gone? [=was it wrong for me 
to go?] ■ I should have known that he would be late. [=1 didn’t 
know that he would be late, but it would have been reason¬ 
able for me to expect it because he is often late] C — used 
with have to say that you wish someone had seen, heard, or 
experienced something ■ You should have seen her face [=1 
wish that you had seen her face] when she opened the 
present. ■ It was so funny. You should have been there. 

2 — used to ask for someone’s opinion ■ Should [=(more for¬ 
mally) shall] I turn the music down? ■ What should we have 
for lunch? 

3 — used to say that something is expected or correct ■ Ev¬ 
eryone should [nought to] have a copy of the handout. ■ 
There should be four place settings at the table, not six. ■ “He 
feels very sorry about what happened.” “Well, he should). " • 
You should be ashamed of yourself, behaving so rudely to 
our guests! ■ They should be here by now. = They should 
have arrived by now. [=1 expected them to be here by now] 

4 a — used when saying that you feel a specified way about 
someone's words or behavior ■ I’m surprised that he should 
intentionally be so rude to you. ■ It’s strange (that) you 
should say that. ■ Funny you should mention it. [=1 think it’s 
odd/strange that you mentioned it] I’ve been thinking the 
same thing, b — used to emphasize what you believe, 
think, hope, etc. ■ I should imagine it won’t take more than 
two hours to drive there. [=1 am fairly certain that it won’t 
take more than two hours] ■ I should think not. [=1 really 
don’t think so] ■ I should hope that she would apologize. [=1 
expect her to apologize] ■ “She apologized for her rude be¬ 
havior.” “Well, I should hope so!” 

5 — used with have in negative statements as a polite way of 
thanking someone for doing something ■ You really should 
not have gone to all that trouble on my account—but I’m 
glad you did! ■ Flowers for me? You shouldn't have. 

6 somewhat formal — used to talk about the result or effect 
of something that may happen or be true ■ Should [=(/] you 
change your mind, please let us know. ■ I will feel very guilty 
should anything go wrong. [=if anything goes wrong] — usu¬ 
ally used with if ■ I will feel very guilty if anything should 
[-were to] go wrong. ■ If he. should call [=if he calls], tell him 
I’m not home. ■ If you should see them [=if you see them], say 
hello for me. 

7 Brit — used to say that you would do or feel something if 
something specified happened; only used after / or we ■ If my 
husband treated me like that, I should [-would] divorce him. 
• I should be surprised if many people go to the fair on such a 
rainy day. ■ I should not be surprised if no one goes. ■ I 
shouldn't [-wouldn’t] be surprised at all. 

8 Brit — used when giving someone advice; only used after / 
or we ■ I should [=would\ see a doctor if I were you. 

9 Brit — used to say that you want to do or want to have 
something; only used after I or we • “They really need some 
help.” “Well, I should be glad to help them." ■ I should like to 
call my lawyer. ■ “Would you care for a drink?” “I should like 
one very much.” 

how/why should lAve know — used to say that you do not 
know the answer to a question and are surprised that you 
were asked it ■ “Where did they go?” “How should / know?" 
what/who should you see but — used to say that you are 
surprised to see something or someone ■ I looked up and 
what should / see but a hummingbird hovering over my 
head. ■ They were walking along when who should they see 
but Kim! 

1 Shoulder /foulda'/ noun, pi -ders 

i [count] : the part of your body where your arm is connect¬ 
ed ■ He rested the baby’s head on his shoulder. ■ He grabbed 
my shoulder and turned me around. ■ She carried a backpack 
on one shoulder. ■ He has broad shoulders. — often used fig¬ 
uratively ■ The responsibility for the failure falls squarely on 
her shoulders. [=she is completely responsible for the fail¬ 
ure] — see picture at human; see also cold shoulder 
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2 a [count] : the part of an animal’s body where a front leg is 
connected ■ The horse is five feet high at the shoulder, b : a 
cut of meat from the shoulder of an animal [count] a shoul¬ 
der of lamb [noncount] We had pork shoulder for dinner. 

3 [count] : the part of a piece of clothing that covers your 
shoulders — usually plural ■ The jacket is tight in the shoul¬ 
ders. ■ The blouse has padded shoulders. 

4 [count] : a part of something that is near the top and that 
resembles a person’s shoulder in shape — often + of ■ the 
shoulder of the hill/bottle 

5 [singular] US : the outside edge of a road that is not used 
for travel ■ They pulled over to the shoulder to fix the flat 
tire. — called also (Brit) hard shoulder 

a good head on your shoulders see ‘head 
a shoulder to cry on 1 : a person who gives you sympathy 
and support ■ She’s always been a sympathetic shoulder to 
cry on. 2 : sympathy and support ■ He offered me a shoul¬ 
der to cry on when my husband left me. 
have a chip on your shoulder see ‘chip 
head and shoulders above see ‘head 
look over your shoulder: to worry or think about the pos¬ 
sibility that something bad might happen, that someone 
will try to harm you, etc. ■ You can never feel confident in 
this business. You always have to be looking over your 
shoulder. 

rub shoulders with see ‘rub 

shoulder to shoulder 1 : physically close together ■ Ev¬ 
eryone was standing/squeezed shoulder to shoulder on the 
crowded bus. 2 : united together to achieve a shared goal 
• I stand shoulder to shoulder with the other legislators in 
this effort. 

2 shoulder verb -ders; -dered; -der-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to deal with or accept (something) as your respon¬ 
sibility or duty ■ He shouldered the blame for the project’s 
failure. ■ The company will shoulder the costs of the repairs. • 
She shouldered the full burden of raising three children. 

2 a [+ obj] : to push (something) with your shoulder ■ He 
shouldered the door open, b always followed by an adverb or 
preposition : to move forward by pushing through something 
with the shoulders [no obj] She shouldered through the 
crowd. [+ obj] She shouldered her way through the crowd. 

3 [+ obj] : to place or carry (something) on your shoulder ■ 
The soldiers shouldered their rifles and marched away. 

Shoulder bag noun, pi ~ bags [count] : a bag that is de¬ 
signed to be carried on one shoulder by a strap 
Shoulder blade noun, pi ~ blades [count] : one of the 
two flat, triangular bones of the shoulder that are located in 
the upper back — called also scapula ; see picture at human 
-shouldered /,Joulda<i/ adj : having shoulders of a speci¬ 
fied kind — used in combination • round -shouldered ■ broad- 
shouldered 

Shoulder-high adj : reaching as high as your shoulder ■ a 
shoulder-high wall 

Shoulder-length adj, of a person’s hair : reaching your 
shoulders • She has shoulder-length hair. 

Shoulder Strap noun, pi ~ straps [count] : a strap that is 
used to carry or hold something on your shoulder or to hold 
up a piece of clothing 

Shouldn’t /'Judpt/ — used as a contraction of should not • 
You shouldn’t do that. 

Should’ve /'Judav/ — used as a contraction of should have ■ 

1 should've known that she would come. ■ He should’ve been 
ready to go. 

1 shout /'Jaut/ verb shouts; shout-ed; shout-ing 

T : to say (something) very loudly [+ obj] Protesters shouted 
[=screamed, yelled] insults as city officials passed by. ■ Some¬ 
one was shouting “Fire!” — often + out ■ The general shouted 
out orders to his men. [no obj] There’s no need to shout at 
me. 

2 [no obj] : to make a sudden, loud cry • They shouted 
[= screamed] with delight. — often + out ■ He shouted out in 
pain when the doctor moved his broken ankle. 

shout down [phrasal verb] shout (someone) down : to shout 
so that (someone who is speaking) cannot be heard • The 
crowd shouted him down when he tried to give his speech. 
[=the crowd stopped him from giving his speech by shout¬ 
ing) 

shout your head off see ‘head 

shout yourself hoarse : to make your voice hoarse by 
shouting ■ He shouted himself hoarse at the game. 

2 shout noun, pi shouts 

1 [count] : a sudden, loud cry — often + of* She gave a shout 


of surprise. 

2 [singular] Brit, informal: a person’s turn to buy drinks ■ It’s 
your shout. 

be in with a shout Brit, informal: to have a good chance of 
winning or achieving something ■ We aren’t too far behind, 
so we're still in with a shout. 

give (someone) a shout informal: to tell (someone) about 
something when it happens or is ready to be done ■ I’ll give 
you a shout when it’s time to leave. 

Shouting distance noun [noncount] informal : a short 
distance ■ We live within shouting distance of my parents, 
shouting match noun, pi ~~ matches [count]: a loud, an¬ 
gry argument in which people shout at each other ■ He got 
into a shouting match with his neighbor. 

Shout—OUt /‘Jaut,aut/ noun, pi -outs [count] US, informal 
: an expression of greeting or praise that is given to someone 
in the presence of many people — usually singular ■ I would 
like to give a shout-out to all the men and women in our 
armed forces. ■ During his awards speech, the director gave a 
shout-out to his production crew. 

’shove /'Jav/ verb shoves; shoved; shov.ing 

1 [+ obj] : to push (something) with force ■ He shoved the 
door until it finally opened. 

2 : to push (someone or something) along or away in a 
rough or careless way 1+ obj] A large man shoved me out of 
the way. ■ She shoved her plate aside. ■ He shoved me into the 
pool, [no obj] A group of security guards shoved through the 
crowd. ■ The children were pushing and shoving to see the 
clowns. 

shove it US, informal + impolite — used to say that you will 
not accept or do something ■ They can take their sugges¬ 
tion and shove it. 

shove off [phrasal verb] informal: to leave a place ■ It’s get¬ 
ting late, so I guess I should shove off. • She angrily told him 
to shove off. 

shove over or chiefly Brit shove up [phrasal verb] informal 
: to move over to make room for someone else ■ Shove over 
[-push over] so that I can sit down, too. 
shove (something) down someone’s throat see throat 
2 ShOVe noun, pi shoves [count] : a strong, forceful push ■ He 
gave the door a shove , and it opened. 
push comes to shove see 2 push 
1 Shov-el /*Jav3 1/ noun, pi -els [count] 

1 : a tool with a long handle that is used for lifting and 
throwing dirt, sand, snow, etc. 

2 : the part of a machine (such as a backhoe) that picks up 
and moves dirt, sand, snow, etc. — see also steam shovel 

2 Shovel verb -els; US -eled or Brit -elled; US -el-ing or Brit 
-el-ling 

1 [+ obj] : to lift and throw (dirt, sand, snow, etc.) with a 
shovel ■ He is outside shoveling snow. 

2 US a : to remove snow from (a sidewalk, driveway, etc.) 
with a shovel [+ obj] I have to shovel the driveway, [no obj] I 
had to shovel for an hour to clear the driveway, b [+ obj] 
: to create (a path) by removing snow with a shovel ■ The 
snow was so deep we had to shovel a path to our front door. 

3 1+ obj] informal: to put large amounts of (something, such 
as food) into something in a quick way ■ Stop shoveling food 
into your mouth. 

Shov-el-ful /'jAV9l,ful/ noun, pi shov-el-fuls /'/Aval.fulz/ 
also shov-els-ful /'jAV3lz,ful/ [count] : the amount that a 
shovel will hold • a shovelful of snow 
Shovel pass noun, pi passes [count] American football 
: a short pass made by throwing the ball underhand or with a 
sidearm motion 

1 show /'Jou/ verb shows; showed /\foud/; shown /'.foun/ 
or showed; show-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to cause or allow (something) to be seen ■ He 
showed her a picture. = He showed a picture to her. ■ You 
have to show your tickets/passports at the gate. ■ You’re the 
only person that I’ve shown this letter to. ■ Give them a 
chance to show (you) what they can do. 

2 1+ obj] : to give information that proves (something) ■ The 
study/research shows (that there is) a link between cigarettes 
and lung cancer. ■ The medication has been shown [=proven] 
to reduce high blood pressure. ■ They showed the theory to 
be faulty. • He seemed perfectly healthy before he had his 
heart attack. That just goes to show [=shows, proves] that ap¬ 
pearances can be deceptive. 

3 [+ obj] : to teach (someone) how to do or use something es¬ 
pecially by letting that person see you do or use it ■ You will 
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have to show me how to play the game. ■ He showed them a 
card trick. ■ Definitions tell you the meanings of words; ex¬ 
amples show you how the words are used. 

4 [+ obj] : to tell (someone) what or where something is by 
touching or pointing to it ■ Show me which video game you 
want to play. ■ She showed me where Laos was on the globe. • 
Show me where it hurts. ■ The guide showed us the church. 
[=pointed to the different parts of the church and told us 
about them] 

5 always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj] : to lead 
(someone) to a place - He showed us to our seats. ■ Please 
show him in/out. [=lead him to the entrance/exit] • She 
showed them the way to the door. 

6 [+ obj] — used to describe what can be seen or noticed 
when you look at or examine something ■ Her grades have 
shown some improvement. [=her grades have improved] ■ 
The city’s education system is showing signs of improve¬ 
ment. [=the city’s education system seems to be improving] 

7 [+ obj] : to have an image or picture of (someone or some¬ 
thing) ■ The postcard shows a sunset on the beach. ■ The pho¬ 
tograph shows her as a young woman. 

8 : to give (information) in the form of numbers, pictures, 
etc. [+ obj] The thermostat showed 68 degrees. ■ The pie 
chart shows that 20 percent of the money is spent on sup¬ 
plies. [no obj] 3:15 showed on the clock. 

9 a [no obj] : to be able to be seen or noticed ■ The sun 
showed through the clouds. ■ The scar hardly shows. ■ Pull 
down your skirt. Your slip is showing. [=1 can see your slip] ■ 
He’s been working out a lot, and it shows. — sometimes + up 
■ The mountains showed up clearly against the sky. b [+ obj] 

: to cause or allow (something) to be easily seen or noticed ■ 
A light-colored carpet will show dirt. 

10 a [+ obj] : to cause or allow (a feeling, quality, or condi¬ 
tion) to be seen or known ■ The expression on his face 
showed how disappointed he was. ■ She is not afraid of show¬ 
ing her true feelings. ■ Show your support by wearing one of 
these yellow ribbons. ■ When you say you dislike computers, 
you’re really showing your age. b [no obj] of a feeling, quali¬ 
ty, or condition : to be able to be seen ■ His disappointment 
showed in his face. 

11 [+ obj] : to give (mercy, respect, etc.) to someone ■ The 
judge showed no mercy. ■ Students must show respect for 
their teachers. = Students must show their teachers respect. • 
Please show some compassion. 

12 [+ obj] : to cause (someone) to see your true ability, pow¬ 
er, etc. ■ They think I’m too old to run the race, but I’ll show 
them ! [=1*11 run the race and prove that I’m not too old to do 
it] ■ He thinks he can tell me what to do, but I’ll show him 
who’s boss. 

13 : to make (a movie, television show, piece of art, etc.) 
available for the public to see [+ obj] Some news programs 
have decided not to show [=air] the video. ■ She is showing 
her paintings at an art gallery, [no obj] The movie is now 
showing [-playing] in local theaters. • She has shown at the art 
gallery several times. 

14 [no obj] chiefly US, informal : to arrive or appear at a 
place ■ Many passengers failed to show. — usually + up ■ Ev¬ 
eryone showed up on time. ■ He didn’t show up for work to¬ 
day. — see also no-show 

15 : to enter (an animal) in a competition in which it is 
judged against other animals of the same kind [+ obj] He 
breeds and shows poodles, [no obj] Two of our dogs will be 
showing in the national competition. 

16 — used in phrases like have something/nothing to show 
for to say what someone has achieved or produced by doing 
something ■ We worked all day but had nothing to show for it. 
[=we worked all day but did not achieve/accomplish any¬ 
thing] ■ He invested millions of dollars into the company, but 
he has little to show for it. ■ She has two Olympic gold medals 
to show for her years of training and practice. [=she won two 
Olympic gold medals as a result of her years of training and 
practice] 

show around also Brit show round [phrasal verb] show 
(someone) around/round : to act as a guide for someone 
who is visiting a place : to lead (someone) around a place 
and point to and talk about the interesting or important 
things you see ■ She showed us around (the city). 
show off [phrasal verb] informal 1 disapproving : to try to 
impress someone with your abilities or possessions ■ The 
boys were showing off in front of the girls. ■ Stop trying to 
show off. 2 show off (someone or something) or show 
(someone or something) off : to cause (someone or some¬ 


thing that you are proud of) to be seen or noticed by a lot 
of people ■ She showed her baby off at the office. ■ He drove 
around town, showing off his new car. 3 show off (some¬ 
thing) or show (something) off : to make (something) very 
noticeable ■ She wears tight clothes that show off her fig¬ 
ure. — see also show-off 

show (someone) the door, show (someone) to the door 

see door 

show the flag see ‘flag 

show up [phrasal verb] show up (someone) or show (some¬ 
one) up informal : to embarrass (someone) : to do some- 
4 thing that makes (someone) look foolish, weak, etc. ■ He 
was deliberately trying to show up the boss. — see also 
‘show 9a, 14 (above) 

show willing Brit: to show that you are willing and eager to 
do what is needed ■ I got in to work extra early to show will¬ 
ing and impress my boss. 

show your face : to appear in public and allow people to 
see you ■ I don’t know how he can stand to show his face 
around here after what happened. 
show your hand also show your cards 1 : to put down 
your playing cards on a table so that their values can be 
seen 2 : to tell other people what you are planning to do, 
want to do, or are able to do ■ The company wants to avoid 
showing its hand about its decision until next month. 
show yourself 1 : to move out from a hidden place so that 
you can be seen ■ The guard ordered him to show himself 
2 : to show that you are a particular kind of person, that 
you have a particular skill, etc. — followed by to + verb ■ 
They showed themselves to be cowards. [=they behaved in a 
cowardly way] ■ She has shown herself to be capable of run¬ 
ning the company. [=has shown that she is capable of run¬ 
ning the company] 
show your stuff see ’stuff 
show your true colors see ‘color 
2 show noun, pi shows 

1 [count] a : a performance in a theater that usually in¬ 
cludes singing and dancing ■ We saw a show last night. = We 
went to a show last night. ■ a Broadway/musical show ■ She 
was the star of the show, b : a public performance that is 
intended to entertain people ■ a one-woman comedy show ■ a 
puppet show ■ The band always puts on a good show. — 
sometimes used figuratively ■ The team put on a poor show 
[=played poorly] in the second half. — see also floor 
SHOW, HORROR SHOW, ICE SHOW, PEEP SHOW, PUNCH- 
AND-JUDY SHOW, ROAD SHOW, SIDESHOW 

2 [count] : a television or radio program ■ my favorite (TV) 
show — see also game show, quiz show, talk, show 

3 [count] : an event at which things of the same kind are put 
on display for people to look at or buy ■ an agricultural show 
■ fashion/auto/boat shows ■ a show of his early paintings 
— see also trade show 

4 [singular] a : an action, performance, etc., which clearly 
shows an ability, feeling, quality, etc. — usually + of • a show 
of the country’s great military strength ■ a remarkable show 
of generosity ■ All of the students signed the petition in a 
show of unity/solidarity with their classmate, b : an event at 
which something is done or shown to impress or entertain 
people — usually + of* a spectacular show of fireworks 

5 disapproving : an act of pretending to feel a particular way 
: an act of behaving a certain way in order to make others 
like or approve of you [count] — usually singular; usually + 
of ■ He made a great show of friendship. • She put on a big 
show of sympathy, but she really didn’t care about his trou¬ 
bles. [noncount] Her friendliness is all show. [=she does not 
truly have friendly feelings toward others] 

6 [singular] : an event, business, etc., and all of the activities 
that are involved in its success ■ The new president tried to 
run the whole show [=be in charge of everything] himself. ■ A 
new manager is running the show. 

7 [count] : a competition at which animals of the same kind 
are judged against one another ■ a dog show ■ They have two 
show dogs. [=dogs that compete in dog shows] — see also 
HORSE SHOW 

a show of hands : an occurrence in which people put a 
hand in the air to indicate that they want something, agree 
with something, etc. ■ Let me see a show of hands', how 
many people want a piece of cake? 
dog and pony show see ‘dog 

for show 1 : intended to be seen but not used or bought ■ 
We’re not supposed to eat the fruit on the table. It’s just for 
show. [=it’s just being used as decoration] 2 : done in or¬ 
der to make others like or approve of you ■ He says he en- 
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joys classical music, but it’s only for show. [=she pretends to 
like classical music] 

get the/this show on the rosd informal : to begin an activ¬ 
ity or journey ■ Everyone ready? OK, let's get this show on 
the road\ 

on show : put somewhere for people to see ■ Her paintings 
are on show [=on display ] at the art gallery. 1 The artifacts 
will be put on show in the museum. • His work goes on 
show tomorrow. 

the show must go on informal — used to say that a perfor¬ 
mance, event, etc., must continue even though there are 
problems 

Show— and—tell /'Jowan'tcl/ noun [noncount] : a school ac¬ 
tivity in which children show an item to the class and talk 
about it ■ She brought in a seashell for show-and-tell. 
show-biz /‘JoUjbiz/ noun [noncount] informal : show busi¬ 
ness ■ Sometimes the critics love you and sometimes they 
hate you. That’s showbiz. 

1 show-boat /\fou,bout/ noun, pi -boats [count] 

1 : a large boat that has a theater and a group of performers 
and that gives plays at towns and cities along a river 

2 chiefly US, informal + usually disapproving : a person (such 
as an athlete) who behaves or performs in a way that is 
meant to attract the attention of a lot of people • The fans 
like him, but the other players think he’s a showboat. 

2 showboat verb -boats; -boat-ed; -boaMng [no obj] 
chiefly US, informal + usually disapproving: to behave or per¬ 
form in a way that is meant to attract the attention of a lot of 
people ■ She was showboating for the cameras when she 
tripped and fell. 

Show business noun [noncount] : the entertainment in¬ 
dustry involved in making movies, television shows, plays, 
etc. ■ She has been in show business for over 30 years. ■ actors 
trying to break into show business • show business executives 
1 show-case /\fou,keis/ noun, pi -cas-es [count] 

1 : a box that has a glass top or sides and that is used for dis¬ 
playing objects in a store, museum, etc. 

2 : an event, occasion, etc., that shows the abilities or good 
qualities of someone or something in an attractive or favor¬ 
able way ■ The convention was a showcase of the company’s 
new products. — usually + for ■ The program is a showcase 
for up-and-coming musicians. ■ The movie is a showcase for 
her talents. 

2 showcase verb -cases; -cased; -cas-lng [+ obj] : to 
show (something or someone) in an attractive or favorable 
way ■ The program showcases up-and-coming musicians. 
Show-down /'Jou,daun/ noun, pi -downs [count] 

1 : a meeting, argument, fight, etc., that will finally settle a 
disagreement between people or groups — often + with ■ 
Supporters of the bill are in a showdown with the opposition. 

2 : an important game or competition — often + with • The 
team is getting ready for tonight’s showdown with last year’s 
champions. 

1 3hOW-gr /'/aw»/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 a : a device that produces a spray of water for you to stand 
under and wash your body b : a room or an enclosed area 
in a room that contains a shower ■ My hotel room had a 
shower but no bathtub. • a shower curtain/stall • I couldn’t 
answer the phone because I was In the shower ." The team hit 
the showers after practice. [=the team went to the locker 
room and used the showers there after practice] — see pic¬ 
ture at bathroom c : the act of washing your body with a 
shower ■ She took a shower after her run. = (Brit) She had a 
shower after her run. • a shower cap [=a cap that you wear 
while you are taking a shower] 

2 a : a brief fall of rain or snow over a small area ■ Light/ 
Heavy showers are expected later today. — see also thun¬ 
dershower b : a large number of small things that fall or 
happen at the same time — often + of • a shower of sparks/ 
tears ■ He gave the baby a shower of kisses. [=he showered 
the baby with kisses] 

3 US : a party where gifts are given to a woman who is going 
to be married or have a baby ■ a bridal/baby shower 

2 shower verb -ers; -ered; -er-lng 

1 [no obj]: to wash yourself by using a shower * Please show¬ 
er before using the pool. 

2 : to fall on someone or something in the way that rain falls 
from the sky [no obj] Sparks from the machine showered 
onto the floor of the garage. > Rice showered down on the 
newlyweds as they left the church. [+ obj] A passing car 
showered her with muddy water. = A passing car showered 
muddy water on her. 


3 [+ obj] : to provide (someone) with something in large 
amounts ■ He showered her with gifts/kisses. = He showered 
gifts/kisses on her. [=he gave her many gifts/kisses] 
show-er-head /'Jawa^hcd/ noun, pi -heads [count] : the 
device that controls the spray of water in a shower — see 
picture at bathroom 

Show-ery /'Jawari/ adj [more most ~] : having a lot of 
rain showers ■ We’ve been having showery weather lately. ■ It 
may be showery [-rainy] tomorrow, 
show-girl noun, pi -girls [count] : a woman who 

sings or dances in a musical show 
showing noun, pi -Ings [count] 

1 : the act of making a movie, television show, piece of art, 
etc., available for the public to see ■ The movie’s last showing 
tonight is at 10:30. 

2 : a performance or appearance of a particular kind — usu¬ 
ally singular ■ He had a poor showing [=he performed poorly] 
in the tournament. ■ Both candidates are expected to make a 
good/strong showing [=to get many votes] in next week's 
election. 

Show jumping noun [noncount] : the sport of riding a 
horse over a set of fences as quickly and skillfully as possible 
show-man /'Jouman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count]: a per¬ 
son who is good at entertaining people 
show-man-ship /'Jouman.Jip/ noun [noncount] : the abil¬ 
ity to attract attention and entertain people • political show¬ 
manship 

Shown past participle of ‘show 

Show-off /\fou,a:f/ noun, pi -offs [count] informal + disap¬ 
proving : a person who tries to impress other people with his 
or her abilities or possessions — see also show off at ‘show 
show-piece /'Jou,pi:s/ noun, pi -plec-es [count] 

1 : something that is the best or most attractive thing being 
shown ■ The museum's showpiece is a painting by Picasso. 

2 : something that is seen as an excellent or outstanding ex¬ 
ample of something ■ The house is an architectural show¬ 
piece. 

show-place / , j’ou,pleis/ noun, pi -plac-es [count]: a beau¬ 
tiful or important place that people enjoy seeing ■ They have 
transformed their home into a showplace. 
show-room /'Jou,ru:m/ noun, pi -rooms [count] : a large 
room where things that are for sale are displayed • a car 
showroom ■ The stereo was a showroom model, 
show-stop-per /'Jou,steps'/ noun, pi -pers [count] : an 
act, song, or performer that receives so much applause that 
the performance is interrupted 

- show-8top-plng /'JoUjStaipii)/ adj, usually used before a 
noun ■ a showstopping performance 

show-time /\foo,taim/ noun [noncount] : the time when a 
play, movie, etc., begins ■ We have five minutes until show¬ 
time. ■ Showtime is in five minutes. — often used figuratively 
in U.S. English - We’ve been making plans for months. Now 
it’s showtime. 

Show trial noun, pi ** trials [count]: a trial in a court of law 
in which the verdict has been decided in advance • They 
were forced to confess their guilt in public show trials. 
Show window noun, pi ~ -dows [count] : a large window 
in the front of a store that is used for displaying goods that 
are for sale 

showy /'fowl/ adj show-l-er; -est [also more most —] 
; having an appearance that attracts attention 1 showy blos¬ 
soms ■ Perhaps you should wear something a little less showy. 

- C disapproving ) showy [=gaudy] jewelry 
Shrank past tense of ‘shrink 

shrap-nel /'Jrsepnal/ noun [noncount] : small metal pieces 
that scatter outwards from an exploding bomb, shell, or 
mine ■ He has a piece of shrapnel in his leg. • Shrapnel from 
the explosion wounded many people. 

1 shred /'/red/ noun, pi shreds 

1 [count] : a long, thin piece cut or torn off of something " 
The cats tore/ripped the curtain to shreds - [=into many long, 
thin pieces] ■ The wallpaper is In shreds- — often ♦ of " 
shreds of paper/cloth 

2 shreds [plural] : a completely ruined condition ■ An air at¬ 
tack tore the village to shreds . [=completely destroyed the 
village] ■ His reputation was In shreds after the arrest. ■ Crit¬ 
ics plcked/pulled/tore/rlpped the movie to shreds- ^criti¬ 
cized the movie very severely] 

3 [singular] : a very small amount of something ■ He strug¬ 
gled to retain a shred of his dignity. — usually used in nega¬ 
tive statements ■ There’s not a shred of evidence showing that 
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he committed the crime. ■ She made the accusation without 
a shred of proof. 

2 shred verb shreds; shred-ded, shred-ding [+ obj] : to 
cut or tear (something) into long, thin pieces ■ He shredded 
the paper/cloth. ■ Shred the cabbage and add it to the salad. ■ 
He shredded the documents. [=he put the documents into a 
shredder to cut them into pieces] 

Shredded wheat noun [noncount] : a breakfast cereal that 
is made from cooked wheat that is shredded and formed into 
biscuits 

shred-der /'frEda 1 / noun, pi -ders [count] : a machine used 
for cutting something (such as paper) into long, thin pieces ■ 
a document shredder — see picture at office 
shrew /'Jru:/ noun, pi shrews [count] 

1 : a small animal that looks like a mouse with a long, point¬ 
ed nose 

2 old-fashioned : an unpleasant, bad-tempered woman 
shrewd /\fru:d/ adj shrewd«er; -est [also more most ~] 

: having or showing an ability to understand things and to 
make good judgments : mentally sharp or clever ■ a shrewd 
observer/businessman ■ She’s shrewd about her investments. 

■ a shrewd observation 

— shrewddy adv — shrewd-ness noun [noncount] 
shrew-ish /'Jru:wif/ adj, old-fashioned, of a woman : un¬ 
pleasant and bad-tempered • a shrewish old hag 

1 shriek /\fri:k/ verb shrieks; shrieked; shriek-ing 

1 [no obj] : to make a loud, high-pitched cry ■ The birds were 
shrieking in the trees. • The baby shrieked [= screamed] with 
delight. ■ She shrieked when she saw a mouse. 

2 [+ obj ] : to say (something) in a loud, high-pitched voice ■ 
“Mommy!” she shrieked. 

2 shriek noun, pi shrieks [count]: a loud, high-pitched cry or 
sound ■ The baby gave a shriek [=scream] of delight. • the 
shriek of the train’s brakes 
Shrift /'Jnft/ see short shrift 
1 shrill /'Jnl/ adi shrill-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : having a very loud, high-pitched sound ■ a shrill whistle/ 
scream 

2 : loud and difficult to ignore but often unreasonable ■ shrill 
protests/accusations 

— shrill-ness noun [noncount] — shril-ly adv • He whistled 
shrilly. 

2 shrill verb shrills; shrilled; shrill-ing 

1 [no obj] : to make a very loud, high-pitched sound ■ The 
bell shrilled. 

2 |+ obj] : to say (something) in a very loud, high-pitched 
voice ■ “What!?’’ she shrilled. 

shrimp /'Jnmp/ noun, pi shrimp or shrimps [count] 

1 : a small shellfish that has a long body and legs and that is 
eaten as food — see color picture on page C8; compare 
PRAWN 

2 informal : a very small or unimportant person ■ He’s a little 
shrimp of a boy. 

shrimping noun [noncount] : the activity or business of 
catching shrimp 

shrine /'/ram/ noun.pl shrines [count] 

1 : a place connected with a holy person or event where peo¬ 
ple go to worship ■ a Buddhist shrine ■ the shrine of Saint 
Mary ■ They erected a shrine to the saint. 

2 : a place that people visit because it is connected with 
someone or something that is important to them ■ tourists 
visiting the shrines of American independence ■ The writer’s 
house has become a shrine to/for his fans. 

’shrink /'/rink/ verb shrinks; shrank /'Jneijk/ or shrunk 
/'JrAijk/; shrunk or shrunk-en /'frAnkon/; shrink-ing 

1 a [no obj] : to become smaller in amount, size, or value ■ 
The sweater shrank when it was washed. ■ Meat shrinks as it 
cooks. ■ The town’s population shrank during the war. b [+ 
obj] : to make (something) smaller in amount, size, or value ■ 
Hot water shrank the sweater. • The treatment should shrink 
the tumor. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
quickly move away from something shocking, frightening, 
or disgusting • He shrank in horror when he saw the dead 
cat. 

shrink from [phrasal verb] shrink from (something) : to try 
to avoid (something difficult or unpleasant) : to be unwill¬ 
ing to do (something) ■ He doesn’t shrink from telling the 
truth, no matter how painful it may be. ■ She won’t shrink 
from the task. 

2 shrink noun, pi shrinks [count] informal : a psychiatrist or 
psychologist ■ He is seeing a shrink. 


shrinkage /'Jngkicfc/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the amount by which something becomes smaller or less 

■ The shrinkage in contributions is significant. ■ a shrinkage 
of 10 percent 

2 : the act or process of becoming smaller in amount, size, 
or value ■ the shrinkage of the polar ice caps 

Shrinking violet noun, pi ~ -lets [count] informal : a per¬ 
son who is very shy ■ He’s no shrinking violet when it comes 
to competition. 

Shrink-wrap /'JriQk^sep/ noun [noncount] : tough, clear, 
thin plastic that is placed around a product (such as a book 
or a package of food) and shrunk in order to wrap it tightly 

— shrink-wrapped /'Jnrjkirzept/ adj ■ a shrink-wrapped 
book 

shriv-el /'/rival/ verb -els; US -eled or Brit -elled; US -el- 
ing or Brit -eMing 

1 [no obj] : to become dry and wrinkled from heat, cold, or 
old age ■ plants shriveling in the heat — often + up • The 
leaves shriveled up in the hot sun. 

2 |+ obj] : to cause (something) to become dry and wrinkled 

— often + up ■ The heat shriveled up the plant’s leaves. 

— shriveled adj ■ She was small and shriveled with age. ■ a 
shriveled grape 

1 shroud /'fraud/ noun.pl shrouds [count] 

1 : a cloth that is used to wrap a dead body 

2 literary : something that covers or hides something — usu¬ 
ally + of ■ covered in a shroud of secrecy/fog 

2 shroud verb shrouds; shroud-ed; shroud-ing [+ obj] lit- 
erary : to cover or hide (something) ■ Fog shrouded the land. 

■ The mountains were shrouded in fog. ■ Their work is 
shrouded in secrecy. 

Shrove Tuesday /'frouv-/ noun [noncount] : the day be¬ 
fore the first day of the Christian holy period of Lent : the 
Tuesday before Ash Wednesday — called also [US) Fat Tues¬ 
day, C Brit ) Pancake Day\ compare mardi gras 
shrub /'JrAb/ noun, pi shrubs [count] : a plant that has 
stems of wood and is smaller than a tree : bush — see color 
picture on page C6 

shrub-bery /'frAbari/ noun, pi -ber»ies 

1 [noncount] : a group of shrubs planted together ■ a patch of 
tangled shrubbery 

2 [count] : an area planted with shrubs ■ a large shrubbery 
shrug /'JrAg/ verb shrugs: shrugged; shrug-ging : to 

raise and lower your shoulders usually to show that you do 
not know or care about something [no obj] I asked if he 
wanted to go out to dinner, and he just shrugged. [+ obj] He 
just shrugged his shoulders. 

shrug off [phrasal verb] shrug off (something) or shrug 
(something) off 1 : to think of or treat (something) as not 
important : to pay no attention to (something) ■ She 
shrugged off their concerns. ■ I warned him about the storm 
but he just shrugged it off. 2 : to take off (a piece of cloth¬ 
ing) by moving your shoulders back and forth ■ She 
shrugged off her coat. 

— shrug noun, pi shrugs [count] ■ The suggestion was met 
with nothing but shrugs. ■ She answered me with a shrug of 
the/her shoulders. 

shrunk past tense and past participle of 1 shrink 
shrunken /'JrArjkan/ acjj l made smaller or shorter ■ a 
shrunken old man [=a man who has gotten smaller/shorter in 
old age] 

Shtick also schtick /'ftik/ noun;pi shticks also schticks 
[count] US, informal 

1 : a usual way of performing, behaving, speaking, etc. ■ 
That joke is part of his shtick. 

2 : something that a person likes to do or does well ■ Sports 
are just not my shtick. 

1 shuck /\fAk/ noun, pi shucks [count] US 

1 : the outer covering of a nut or a plant (such as corn) 

2 : the shell of an oyster or clam 

2 shuck verb shucks; shucked; shuck-ing [+ obj] US : to 
remove the outer covering of (a plant, such as com) or the 
shell of (an oyster or clam) ■ shuck the com/oysters 
shuck off [phrasal verb] shuck off (something) informal : to 
remove and throw aside (something) ■ He shucked off his 
coat. 

shucks /\fAks/ interj, US, old-fashioned — used to show that 
you are disappointed or embarrassed ■ Oh, shucks , I com¬ 
pletely forgot. 

shud-der /'fAd»/ verb -ders; -dered; -der-ing [no obj] 

A of a person : to shake because of fear, cold, etc. — often + 
with ■ He shuddered [= quivered , trembled] with fear when he 
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heard the scream. — often used figuratively ■ I shudder at 
the thought of what might happen. = i shudder to think (of) 
what might happen. [=1 am very worried/fearful about what 
might happen] 

2 of a thing : to shake violently ■ The old car shuddered to a 
halt. ■ The house shuddered as a plane flew overhead. 

— shudder noun, pi -ders [count] • I felt a shudder [trem¬ 
ble] in the floor as the truck drove by. ■ a shudder of fear 

1 shuf-fle /'/Afal/ verb shuf-fles; shuf-fled; shuf-fling 

1 : to slide your feet along the ground or back and forth 
without lifting them completely [no obj\ He shuffled across 
the floor. [+ obj] She stood there, shuffling her feet, waiting 
for the bus to arrive. 

2 a [+ obj] : to move things or people into a different order 
or into different positions ■ She shuffled the papers on her 
desk. ■ The manager shuffled the batting order, b : to mix 
(playing cards) before playing a game so that no one knows 
what order they are in [+ obj] He shuffled the cards/deck. 
[no obj] Whose turn is it to shuffle and deal? 

2 Shuffle noun, pi shuffles 

1 [singular] : the act of moving by sliding your feet without 
lifting them off the ground • We heard the shuffle of feet out¬ 
side the door. 

2 [count] : the act of mixing the order of playing cards : the 
act of shuffling cards ■ He gave the cards a good shuffle and 
then dealt. ■ Whose shuffle is it? [=whose turn is it to shuffle?] 
lost in the shuffle US : not noticed or given attention be¬ 
cause there are many other people or things to consider or 
deal with ■ With six older kids, the baby sometimes is/gets 
lost in the shuffle. 

Shuf*fle*board /'/Afol,boa > d/ noun [noncount] : a game in 
which players use a long stick with a curved piece at one end 
to slide discs into scoring areas that are marked on the 
ground 

Shun /'/An/ verb shuns; shunned; shun-ning [+ obj] : to 
avoid (someone or something) ■ He shuns parties and social 
events. ■ After his divorce he found himself being shunned by 
many of his former friends. 

Shunt /'/Ant/ verb shunts; shunt-ed; shunt-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to move (someone or something) to a different and usu¬ 
ally less important or noticeable place or position ■ The com¬ 
pany shunted him (off) to the mail room. — often used figu¬ 
ratively ■ Her suggestions were shunted aside. [= ignored] 

2 : to move (a train or railway car) from one track to anoth¬ 
er 

1 shush /'/a/, '/u// verb shush-es; shushed; shush-ing 

[+ obj ] : to tell (someone) to be quiet ■ The librarian shushed 
the noisy children. 

2 ShUSh inter} — used to tell someone to be quiet ■ Shushl I 
can’t hear the movie. 

1 Shut /'/At/ verb shuts; shut; shut-ting 

1 a [+ obj] : to close (something) ■ Please shut the door/win- 
dow/lid/drawer. ■ He shut his eyes and went to sleep. ■ She 
shut the book loudly. ■ I accidentally shut the door on her 
fingers, b [no obj] : to become closed ■ flowers that shut at 
night ■ The door shut slowly behind me. 

2 : to stop the services or activities of (a business, school, 
etc.) for a period of time or forever : close [+ obj] The 
owner is shutting the pub for the weekend. • They plan to 
shut the factory by the end of the year, [no obj] (Brit) The 
restaurant shuts [=closes] at 11. 

shut away [phrasal verb] shut (someone or something) away 
: to put (someone or something) in a place that is separate 
from others ■ She was shut away in prison for three years. ■ 
He shut himself away (in his room) to study. 

Shut down [phrasal verb] 1 shut down or shut down (some¬ 
thing) or shut (something) down a : to close or to cause 
(a business, factory, etc.) to close for a period of time or 
forever ■ They were forced to shut down the store. ■ The 
factory shut down. • The vendors started shutting down for 
the night, b : to stop operating or to cause (a machine) to 
stop operating ■ The computer suddenly shut down, 
[-turned ojf] ■ She shut down her computer and went home. 
— see also shutdown 2 shut down (someone or some¬ 
thing) or shut (someone or something) down informal : to 
cause (an opponent) to be unsuccessful, unable to score, 
etc. • The defense shut down the opposition. 
shut in [phrasal verb] 1 shut (someone or something) in 
(something) : to put (someone or something) in a room 
and close or lock the door ■ Someone shut the cat in the 
closet. ■ He shut himself in his room to study. 2 shut 
(something) in (something) : to have (something, such as 


your hand or finger) in between the parts of (something, 
such as a door or window) when it closes ■ He accidentally 
shut his hand in the car door. 

shut off [phrasal verb] 1 shut off or shut off (something) or 
shut (something) off : to stop operating or to cause (a ma¬ 
chine, light, etc.) to stop operating ■ The camera shuts off 
[=tums off] automatically when not in use. ■ She shut off the 
car. ■ Who shut off the lights? ■ Shut the television ojf and 
go to bed. 2 shut off (something) or shut (something) off 
: to stop the flow or supply of (something) ■ Make sure to 
shut off the water/gas/electricity before beginning any 
work. 3 shut (yourself) off : to keep (yourself) in a place 
that is away from other people — usually + from ■ He shut 
himself off jrom his family. 4 shut (someone or some¬ 
thing) off from (something) : to separate (someone or 
something) from (something) — usually used as (be) shut 
off from ■ Here on the island, people are shut off from (con¬ 
tact with) the outside world. 

shut out [phrasal verb] 1 shut out (someone or something) 
or shut (someone or something) out : to stop (someone or 
something) from entering a place ■ She locked the door 
and shut him out of the room. ■ He closed the curtain to 
shut out the sunlight. ■ Try shutting out the draft by putting 
a blanket at the bottom of the door. — often used figura¬ 
tively ■ He tried to shut out the memory of that day. = He 
tried to shut the memory out of his mind. 2 shut out 
(someone) or shut (someone) out : to not allow (someone) 
to be involved in your life, to know your personal thoughts 
and feelings, etc. ■ I can’t help you if you keep shutting me 
out. — often + of* She shut him out of her life completely. 
3 shut out (someone) or shut (someone) out chiefly US : to 
keep (a player or team) from scoring in a game or contest ■ 
The team was shut out [=the team did not score any points] 
in the first half. — see also shutout 
shut up [phrasal verb] 1 informal a : to stop talking, 
laughing, etc. ■ He won’t shut up about how he won the 
game. ■ Can someone get that dog to shut up? — often used 
as a rude way to tell someone to stop talking ■ Shut up for a 
second and listen to what I have to say. b shut (someone) 
up informal : to cause (someone) to stop talking, laughing, 
etc. • Nothing shuts her up. 2 shut up (something) or shut 
(something) up : to close and lock all the doors of (a 
house, store, etc.) ■ They shut up the house and left town. 

In British English, to shut up shop is to go out of busi¬ 
ness forever or stop performing all services or activities for 
a period of time. • Rather than shutting up shop [=closing up 
shop] entirely, the company laid off half of its workers. • 
The store has already shut up shop for the day. 3 shut 
(someone or something) up : to put (someone or some¬ 
thing) in a place that is away from other people • He shut 
himself up in his room all day to study. 
shut your mouth or shut your face informal — used to tell 
someone in a rude way to stop talking ■ She angrily told 
him to shut his mouth. This phrase is also used with oth¬ 
er informal words for mouth , such as yap, trap and gob. 

2 ShUt acl) 

1 : not open : closed ■ She listened to the music with her 
eyes shut. ■ The door slammed shut. ■ Check to make sure 
that all the windows are shut. — see also open-and-shut 

2 Brit: not operating or open to the public ■ The store is shut 
[-closed] for remodeling. 

keep your mouth shut see 1 mouth 
with your eyes shut see 'eye 

Shut-down ffA^daun/noun, pi -downs [count] : the act of 
stopping the operation or activity of a business, machine, 
etc., for a period of time or forever ■ the shutdown of the fac¬ 
tory ■ a maintenance shutdown — see also shut down at 
'shut 

Shut-eye /*/At,ai/ noun [noncount] informal : sleep ■ You’d 
better get some shut-eye. 

Shut—in /'/At,in/ noun, pi -ins [count] US : a sick or disabled 
person who rarely or never leaves home ■ a service that deliv¬ 
ers food to elderly shut-ins 

Shut*OUt /'/At,aut/ noun, pi -outs [count] US : a game or 
contest in which one side does not score ■ They beat us in a 
9-0 shutout. ■ He pitched a shutout. — see also shut out at 
'shut 

1 Shut*ter /'/Ata7 noun, pi -ters [count] 

1 : one of a pair of outside covers for a window that open 
and close like a door — usually plural ■ She opened the shut¬ 
ters. — see picture at house 
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2 : the part of a camera that opens to allow light in when a 
picture is taken 

2 shutter verb -ters; -tered; -ter-lng [+ obj] US 

1 : to cover (a window) with shutters ■ They locked the 
doors and shuttered the windows. 

2 : to close (a business, store, etc.) for a period of time or 
forever ■ They declared bankruptcy and shuttered the store. 

ShUt*ter*bug /'jAta^bAg/ noun, pi -bugs [count] US, infor¬ 
mal : a person who enjoys taking photographs 

shuttered adj 

1 : having shutters or having closed shutters ■ shuttered win¬ 
dows ■ He kept the house shuttered. 

2 chiefly US : closed for business for a period of time or for¬ 
ever ■ old, shuttered factories 

1 shut-tie /'J/vt|/ noun, pi shut-ties [count] 

1 : a vehicle that travels back and forth between places ■ A 
shuttle takes people from the parking lot to the airport. — 
often used before another noun ■ a shuttle bus/train/service 

2 : SPACE SHUTTLE 

3 : a pointed tool that is used to weave cloth by pulling a 
thread from side to side across other threads 

2 shuttle verb shuttles; shut-tied; shut-tllng 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
travel back and forth between places ■ We shuttled between 
the city and the country all summer. 

2 [+ obj] : to bring (people) back and forth between places ■ 
A bus shuttled people from the parking lot to the dock. 

ShUt*tle«COCk /\fAt],ka:k/ noun, pi -cocks [count]: a light 
object shaped like a cone that is hit over the net in the game 
of badminton — called also (US) birdie ; see picture at rack¬ 
et 

Shuttle diplomacy noun [ noncount ] : activity in which a 
person travels back and forth between two countries and 
talks to their leaders in order to bring about agreement, pre¬ 
vent war, etc. 

1 ahv /'Jai/ adj shl-er or shy-er /'/aja^/; shl-est or shy-est 

/•Jajsst/ [also more —; most ~] 

1 a : feeling nervous and uncomfortable about meeting and 
talking to people ■ a shy, quiet girl ■ I was painfully shy as a 
teenager. ■ She was too shy to ask for help, b : showing that 
you are nervous and uncomfortable about meeting and talk¬ 
ing to people ■ her shy manner • He gave her a shy smile. 

2 : tending to avoid something because of nervousness, fear, 
dislike, etc, ■ publicity shy ■ camera shy — often + of m He was 
never shy of controversy. 

3 : hesitant about taking what you want or need ■ Help your¬ 
self if you want more. Don’t be shy. 

4 of an animal: easily frightened : timid ■ animals that are 
nocturnal and shy 

5 chiefly US : having less than a full or expected amount or 
number : short " We were shy about 10 dollars. — usually + 
of ■ He was two weeks shy of his 19th birthday when he 
joined the army. ■ The ball stopped just a few inches shy of 
the hole. • He’s three credits shy o/his bachelor’s degree. 
fight shy of Brit : to try to avoid something • She has always 

fought shy of publicity. 
once bitten, twice shy see 'bite 

— shy-ly adv ■ He answered/smiled shyly. — shy-ness noun 
[noncount] 

2 shy verb shies; shied; shy-lng [no obj] : to move away 
from something because of fear ■ The horse shied when the 
gun went off. 

shy from (US) or shy away from [phrasal verb] shy from 
(something) (US) or shy sway from (something) : to try to 
avoid (something) because of nervousness, fear, dislike, 
etc. • They never shied from publicity. • She shies away 
from making any predictions. • He shied away from discuss¬ 
ing his divorce. 

Shy*Ster I'faxstol noun, pi -sters [count] chiefly US, infor¬ 
mal : a dishonest person; especially : a dishonest lawyer or 
politician — often used before another noun • a shyster law¬ 
yer 

Sl'8'mese cat /'sRj3,mi:z-/ noun, pi —• cats [count ]: a type 
of cat that has blue eyes and short light-colored hair on the 
body with darker-colored ears, paws, tail, and face 
Sl-a*mese twin /'st^miiz-/ noun, pi ~ twins [count] 

: CONJOINED TWIN 

1 Slb«l*lant /'sibalant/ adj, formal: making or having a sound 
like the letters s or sh m sibilant consonants/whispers • the sib¬ 
ilant hiss of a snake 

2 slbllant noun, pi -lants [count] technical : a sibilant sound 
(such as \?\ or \r\) 


sib-ling /'sibliq/ noun, pi -lings [count] formal : a brother 
or sister ■ Do you have any siblings ? [=brothers or sisters] ■ 
younger/older siblings • sibling relationships * There was 
barely any sibling rivalry ^competition between brothers 
and sisters] in our family. 

1 slc /'sik/ verb sics; sicced /'sikt/; slc-clng [+ obj] US, in¬ 
formal : to attack (someone or something) — usually used as 
a command to a dog ■ Sic ’em, boy. 

sic (something) on (someone or something) : to order 
(an animal, such as a dog) to attack (someone or some¬ 
thing) ■ He sicced his dog on me. — often used figuratively 
■ The company sicced their lawyers on me. 

2 SlC — used in writing after an error (such as a spelling error) 
in a quotation to show that the error was made by the speak¬ 
er or writer who is being quoted and not by you ■ His letter 
said the people were “very freindly [sic] to me.” 

1 Sick /'sik/ adj slck-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : affected with a disease or illness : ill ■ He is at home sick 
in bed. • She is sick with the flu. • I’m too sick to go to work. ■ 
a sick dog ■ The medicine just made me sicker. ■ The sickest 
patients are in intensive care. ■ My poor rosebush looks sick. 

■ (US) I hardly ever get sick. ■ (US) She has been out sick all 
week. = (Brit) She has been off sick all week. [=she has not 
been at work all week because she is sick] ■ (formal) Dozens 
of workers fell sick [=became ill] from exposure to the 
fumes. ■ (old-fashioned) He took sick [=became ill] and died. 

■ (informal) He was (as) sick as a dog. [=he was very sick] — 
sometimes used figuratively ■ a sick economy — see also 
AIRSICK, CARSICK, SEASICK 

2 always used before a noun : of or relating to people who 
are ill ■ She has been on the sick list all week. ■ the hospital’s 
sick ward 

3 a not used before a noun, informal: very annoyed or bored 
by something because you have had too much of it — + of ■ 
He was sick of her lies. • I’m getting sick of this cold weather. ■ 
I’m sick of pizza—I had it three times this week already. ■ 
What are you most sick ofl 9 I’m sick and tired of hearing 
you two argue. = I’m sick to death of hearing you two argue, 
b : very disgusted or angry ■ The way they treat people 
makes me sick- 

4 : not mentally normal or healthy ■ I know it sounds sick, 
but I like reading about murders. ■ He has a sick [= perverted] 
mind. ■ sick [-morbid, disturbing] thoughts 

5 : relating to very unpleasant or offensive things ■ sick 
jokes/humor 

6 a : very unpleasant ■ I had a sick feeling that we were 
hopelessly lost, b : powerfully affected by a strong and un¬ 
pleasant emotion — usually + with 9 She was sick with 
shame/fear/longing/guilt. ■ We have been sick with worry 
about her. = We’ve been worried sick [=very worried] about 
her. — see also homesick, lovesick 

be sick : to vomit • I was sick [-vomited, threw up] several 
times. ■ The last time I ate oysters, I was violently sick. [=1 
vomited a lot] ■ Stop the car—I’m going to be sick • 1=1’ m 
going to throw up] 

call/phone In sick ❖ If you call/phone in sick, you make a 
phone call to your place of work to say you will not be 
working that day because you are sick. • Two of the wait¬ 
ers called in sick, so we’re very short-staffed. 
feel sick 1 US : to feel ill ■ I was feeling sick, so I went home 
early. 2 : to feel like you will vomit ■ After eating a whole 
plate of cookies, l felt sick. 3 US : to feel very upset ■ I feel 
sick about what happened. 
report sick see 2 report 
sick at heart see heart 

sick to your stomach 1 US : caused to vomit ■ I was sick 
to my stomach [=1 vomited] last night.; feeling like you are 
going to vomit ■ When I had the flu, just the thought of eat¬ 
ing made me sick to my stomach. [=nauseous] 2 : feeling 
very disgusted or angry • The way they treat people makes 
me sick to my stomach- 

the sick : people who are sick : sick people ■ She spent her 
life caring for the sick and dying. 

2 Slck noun [noncount] Brit, informal: vomit 
3 slck verb sicks; sicked; slck-lng 

sick up [phrasal verb] sick up (something) or sick (some¬ 
thing) up Brit, informal : to vomit (something) • He sicked 
up [=threw up] his dinner. 

Sick bay noun, p! ~ bays [count] : a place on a ship that is 
used to care for sick or injured people 
Slck*bed Aik, bed/ noun, pi -beds [count] : the bed on 
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which a sick person lies • The general gave the orders from 
his sickbed. 

Sick day noun, pi ~ days [count] : a paid day in which an 
employee does not work because he or she is sick 
sick*en Aikan/ verb -ens; -ened; -en-ing 

1 somewhat formal : to become sick or to cause (someone) 
to become sick [no obj ] Many people sickened and died on 
the long voyage. [+ obj] The bacteria in the drinking water 
sickened the whole village. 

2 [+ obj] : to cause (someone) to feel disgusted or angry ■ We 
were sickened by the reports of violence. 

be sickening for Brit, informal : to be starting to have or 
suffer from (an illness) ■ I’ve been sneezing all day. I must 
be sickening for something. 

sicken of [phrasal verb] sicken of (something) US : to lose 
interest in (something) because you have had too much of 
it ■ He soon sickened of [=got sick of] busy city life and 
moved out to the country. 
sick*en-ing /'sikanig/ adj [more mast ~] 

1 : causing you to feel sick ■ a sickening [=nauseating] odor/ 
stench ■ We had reached a sickening [-dizzying] height. 

2 : causing a strong feeling of disgust ■ a sickening display of 
selfishness ■ sickening cruelty 

3 of a sound \ causing great concern especially because 
someone or something may have been badly harmed ■ We 
heard the squeal of brakes and a sickening thud/crash. 

— sick*en*ing*ly adv • The cake was sickeningty sweet. ■ a 
sickeningly familiar pattern of behavior 

Sick*ie /'siki/ noun, pi -ies [count] informal 

1 US: sicko ■ He’s a real sickle. 

2 Brit : a day when someone who is not really sick claims to 
be sick and does not go to work ■ He took/pulled/threw a 
sickie to go to the football game. 

Sick«le /'sikal/ noun, pi -Ies [count] : a tool with a curved 
metal blade attached to a short handle that is used for cut¬ 
ting grass, grain, etc. 

Sick leave noun [noncount] 

1 : the number of days per year for which an employer 
agrees to pay workers who are unable to work because they 
are sick ■ employee benefits such as vacation time and sick 
leave ■ We are allotted three weeks annual sick leave. — 
called also sick time 

2 : an absence from work because of sickness ■ He’s been on 
sick leave since last Thursday. 

sickle-cell anemia ( US) or Brit sickle-cell anaemia 

noun [noncount] medical : a serious disease that affects the 
red blood cells and occur mostly in people of African, Med¬ 
iterranean, or southwest Asian ancestry 
sick-ly /'sikli/ adj sick»li*er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 a : often affected by a disease or illness : not healthy and 
strong ■ a sickly child ■ a sickly plant b : caused by or relat¬ 
ing to sickness ■ a sickly complexion/appetite 

2 a : causing a person to feel sick ■ A sickly [= nauseating 1 
odor filled the room, b : causing feelings of dislike or dis¬ 
gust ■ The walls were painted a sickly yellow. 

3 : weak and pale ■ The lamp gave off a sickly glow. 

— sickly adv ■ The dessert has a sickly sweet taste. 
sick*ness /'siknas/ noun, pi -ness>es 

1 [noncount] : unhealthy condition of body or mind : the 
state of being sick ■ She missed work due to sickness, [ill¬ 
ness] 

2 [count] : a specific type of disease or illness ■ He died from 
an unknown sickness. — see also radiation sickness, 
SLEEPING SICKNESS 

3 [noncount] : the feeling you have in your stomach when 
you think you are going to vomit • The patient complained 
of sickness [-nausea] and stomach pains. — see also MORN¬ 
ING SICKNESS, MOTION SICKNESS, TRAVEL SICKNESS 

sickness benefit noun [noncount] Brit : money that is 
paid by the government to someone who is too sick to work 
Sicko /'sikou/ noun, pi slck*os [count] informal : a person 
who does disturbing things that a person who is mentally 
normal would not do ■ She was afraid to walk alone for fear 
some sicko might be lurking in the shadows. 

Sick pay noun [noncount] : money that is paid by an em¬ 
ployer to a person who misses work because of sickness 
sick'room /'sik,ru:m/ noun, pi -rooms [count] : a room in 
which a sick person stays ■ We brought father home from the 
hospital and converted a spare room into a sickroom. 

Sick time noun [noncount ]: sick leave 
1 §id£ /'said/ noun, pi sides 

1 [count] : a place, space, or direction that is away from or 


beyond the center of something ■ The army was attacked 
from all sides. • the right-hand side of the street ■ the opposite 
side of the room ■ Move over. This is my side of the bed. — 
often used with on or to ■ You have some dirt on the side of 
your face. ■ The car was hit on the driver’s side. ■ They live on 
the other side of town. • The cabins are on the east side of the 
lake. ■ Guards stood on either side of the gate. ■ The army 
was surrounded on every side. • He sat on the side [=edge] of 
the bed. ■ The statue is leaning to the side. • The dog tilted its 
head to one side. ■ Pull over to the side of the road. 

2 [count] a : an outer surface or part of something ■ The 
box says, “THIS SIDE UP.” — often + of • the dark side of 
the moon ■ You should season both sides of the steak before 
you grill it. b : one of the surfaces of an object that is not 
the front, back, top, or bottom — often + of 9 Nutritional in¬ 
formation can be found on the side of the box. ■ Red cloth 
decorated the front and sides of the platform. ■ The side of 
the car was badly dented. C : one of the two surfaces of a 
thin object ■ Flip the record over and play the other side. — 
often + of ■ She wrote on both sides of the paper. ■ Look on 
the back side of the note. 

3 [count] : a line that forms part of a geometric shape ■ A 
square has four sides. : a surface that forms part of a geo¬ 
metric object ■ A cube has six sides. 

4 [count] : one of the slopes of a hill or mountain — often + 
of ■ the steep side of the hill ■ They built a house on the side of 
a mountain. — see also hillside, mountainside 

5 [count] a : the right or left part of your body ■ She likes to 
sleep on her right side. : the right or left part of your body 
from your shoulder to your hip ■ I have a pain in my left side. 
■ We laughed so much that our sides hurt, b : the place di¬ 
rectly to the right or left of someone — usually singular ■ I 
stood at/by her side as she spoke to reporters. ■ I was stand¬ 
ing on her left side. ■ She set/put the book to the/one side 
and looked out the window. — often used figuratively ■ His 
wife stood at/by his side [=remained loyal to him] through¬ 
out the scandal. ■ Promise me that you will not leave my 
side. [=abandon me] — see also BLIND SIDE 

6 [count] : one of two or more opinions, positions, etc., that 
disagree with each other ■ He listened to both sides of the ar¬ 
gument. • My side [-version] of the story is different from his. 
• She has since changed sides on that issue. ■ You are both my 
friends, so I don’t want to choose/plck/take sides. [=support 
one person and not the other] ■ Are you on my side or his? 
[=do you support me or him?] ■ Whose side are you on, any¬ 
way? ■ People on both sides of the dispute [=people who 
support one position and people who support the other posi¬ 
tion] agree that changes are necessary. — see also ON YOUR 
SIDE (below) 

7 [count] : one of the two or more people or groups that are 
involved in an argument, war, etc. ■ All sides agreed on the 
treaty. ■ Each side accuses the other of delaying progress. 

8 [count] a : a sports team ■ There are 11 players on each 
side. • Our side won the game. ■ (Brit) a football side • We 
need to choose/pick sides [=to decide which players will be 
on each team] before we start playing, b baseball: the play¬ 
ers on a team who bat in an inning — usually singular ■ The 
pitcher struck out the side [=struck out three batters] in the 
first inning. 

9 a [count] : a particular part or feature of something that is 
opposite to or different from another part or feature ■ There 
are good/positive and bad/negative sides to owning your 
own business. — often + of ■ He’s learning about the sales 
side of the business. ■ She kept her side of the bargain/deal. 
[=she did what she agreed to do] — see also downside, flip 
side, upside b — used in phrases like on the large side , on 
the heavy side , etc., to describe someone or something as 
somewhat heavy, large, etc. ■ She has always been a little on 
the heavy side. [=has always been somewhat heavy] ■ These 
pants are on the tight side. [=are a little tight] ■ The sauce is a 
bit on the spicy side. [=is a bit spicy] ■ Your boyfriend is on the 
young side for you, isn’t he? 

10 [count] a : a part of someone’s personality that is oppo¬ 
site or different from another part ■ I have never seen this 
side of you before. ■ He is in touch with his feminine side, b 
— used in phrases like be/get on someone’s good/bad side 
and be/get on the right/wrong side of someone to talk about 
doing things that cause someone to like you or dislike you ■ 
Trust me. You don’t want to get on his bad side. [=you don’t 
want to make him annoyed or angry] ■ She tries to keep/stay 
on her boss’s good side by finishing all of her work on time. ■ 
If you get on the wrong side of him [=if you make him an¬ 
noyed or angry] he can be very mean. 
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11 [count]: the ancestors or relatives of your mother or your 
father ■ She gets her red hair from her mother’s side. ■ Both 
sides of his family are Irish. ■ my grandfather on my father’s 
side [=my father’s father! 

12 [count] US : a small amount of food that is ordered in ad¬ 
dition to the main meal — often + of a I ordered a side of fries 
with my hamburger. 

13 [count] : one of the two halves of an animal that is eaten 
as food — usually + of • a side of bacon/pork/beef 

14 [count] chiefly Brit : a page of writing on one side of a 
piece of paper ■ I wrote two sides in response to the question. 

15 [count] Brit, informal + old-fashioned : a television chan¬ 
nel — usually singular ■ What’s on the other side ? 

a thorn in the/your side see thorn 
err on the side of see err 

(from) side to side : moving to the left and then to the right 

■ She shook her head from side to side in disagreement. ■ 
waving the flags from side to side ■ He moved side to side on 
the tennis court. 

let the side down Brit : to disappoint your family, friends, 
etc., by failing to do what is needed or expected ■ I feel like 
I really let the side down. [=let everyone down] 
on side Brit: included among the group of people who sup¬ 
port a particular goal, project, etc. ■ We need to keep ev¬ 
eryone on side, [-on board] 
on the bright side see bright 
on the credit side see 1 credit 
on the debit side see ‘debit 

on the right/wrong side of 30, 40, 50 (etc.) informal 
: younger/older than 30, 40, 50 (etc.) ■ She’s still on the 
right side of 40. [=younger than 40] 
on the side 1 a : in addition to the main item in a meal ■ 
We were served salmon with rice and grilled vegetables on 
the side, b : served next to something rather than on top 
of it ■ For my salad, I’d like Italian dressing on the side. 2 
: in addition to your main job ■ She sells insurance on the 
side. 3 : as part of a secret romantic relationship that is 
outside of your marriage or main romantic relationship ■ a 
married man with a girlfriend on the side ■ She had a fiance 
but was seeing another man on the side, 
on the wrong/right side of the law — used to say that 
someone is or is not living the life of a criminal ■ He has 
been on the wrong side of the law since he stole a car at the 
age of 17. ■ Now that she’s out of prison she’s trying to stay 
on the right side of the law. [=trying not to get into trouble 
with the police] 

on your side : as an advantage ■ He is not a very tall basket¬ 
ball player, but he does have quickness on his side. : help¬ 
ing you to succeed ■ Luck seems to be on your side tonight. 

■ Time is on our side. [=we have a lot of time to do what we 
need to do] — see also ‘side 6 (above) 

side by side 1 : next to each other and facing in the same 
direction ■ We walked side by side down the hallway. • 
They stood side by side at the altar. 2 : together or very 
close to each other ■ The tribes have lived peacefully side 
by side for many years. ■ People worked side by side to res¬ 
cue the trapped coal miners. 
split your sides (laughing) see 'split 
the other side of the coin see ‘coin 
the wrong side of the tracks see 'track 
this side of la: very nearly (something) ■ Their actions 
were just this side of illegal. [=were almost but not quite il¬ 
legal] b : that is not (something): other than (something) 

■ the worst punishment this side of death 2 Brit : before 

■ She’s not likely to be back this side of Monday week. 

to the/one side 1 : to a place that is on one side : aside ■ 
Please move/step to the side. I need to get past you. ■ He 
put his luggage to one side. ■ She took the boy to the side 
[=away from other people! and told him to behave. 2 : in 
a state in which something is not dealt with, done, or used 
until a later time : aside ■ Let’s put/leave that question to 
the side for a moment. • He set his household chores to the 
side to finish writing his essay. ■ They managed to put some 
money to the side every month. — see also 'side 1 (above) 
fivo sides of the same coin see 'coin 
— compare 4 side 

2 Side adj, always used before a noun 

1 : of or located on the side of something ■ a front and side 
view of the car ■ The jacket has side pockets. ■ Please use the 
side door/entrance. 

2 : happening or done in addition to the main or most im¬ 
portant thing ■ A side benefit of the drug is that it helps pa¬ 
tients relax. ■ She took on a side project/job during the sum¬ 


mer. ■ a side remark/issue 

3 : in addition to the main meal ■ a side salad ■ I had a burger 
with a side order of fries. ■ I’ll have rice as a side dish. 

3 Side verb sides; sid-ed; sid-ing [+ obj] US : to cover the 
outside walls of (a building) with long pieces of material 
(called siding) ■ They just sided their house. 
side against [phrasal verb] side against (someone) : to not 
agree with (someone) : to not support the opinions or ac¬ 
tions of (someone) ■ They both sided against [^opposed] 
me. ■ His father sided with his mother against him. 
side with [phrasal verb] side with (someone) : to agree with 
or support the opinions or actions of (someone) ■ She sided 
with her friend in the argument. • They betrayed their 
country and sided with the enemy. 

4 Side noun [noncount] Brit, informal : an unpleasantly proud 
attitude or way of behaving ■ He was a war hero and yet 
there was no side to him. [=he was not arrogant or preten¬ 
tious] — compare 'side 

1 Side-arm /'said,aam/ noun, pi -arms [count] : a weapon 
(such as a sword or handgun) that is worn on your hip or in 
your belt 

2 sidearm adi, chiefly US : done with your arm moving out to 
the side ■ The pitcher has a sidearm delivery. ■ a sidearm pass 

— sidearm adv ■ He throws sidearm. 
side*board /'said^oa-d/ noun, pi -boards 

1 [count] : a piece of furniture that has drawers and shelves 
for holding dishes, silverware, table linen, etc. 

2 sideboards [plural] Brit: sideburns 
side*burns /'said^nz/ noun [plural] : hair that grows on 

the side of a man’s face in front of his ears — see picture at 

BEARD 

Side—by—Side adi, always used before a noun : positioned 
next to each other ■ side-by-side beds : involving things that 
are positioned next to each other ■ a side-by-side comparison 
of the two paintings 

Side-car /'said^aa-/ noun, pi -cars [count] : a small vehicle 
that is attached to the side of a motorcycle for a passenger to 
ride in 

Sided ad) : having sides usually of a specified number or 
kind — used in combination ■ a two-sided letter ■ glass -sided 
buildings — see also double-sided, one-sided 
side effect noun, pi ~ -fects [count] 

1 : an often harmful and unwanted effect of a drug or chem¬ 
ical that occurs along with the desired effect ■ Nausea and di¬ 
arrhea are the side effects of the drug. ■ the harmful side ef¬ 
fects of using chemicals to kill insects 

2 : a result of an action that is not expected or intended ■ 
The merger created positive side effects for both companies. 

Side-kick /'said,kik/ noun, pi -kicks [count] informal : a 
person who helps and spends a lot of time with someone who 
is usually more important, powerful, etc. ■ the mayor and his 
sidekick 

Side-light /'said,lait/ noun, pi -lights [count] 

1 : a piece of information that is in addition to the main in¬ 
formation ■ The book includes some amusing sidelights 
about his childhood 

2 Brit : parking light 

1 Side-line /'said,lain/ noun, pi -lines [count] 

1 a : a line that marks the outside edge of a sports field or 
court b : the space outside the area where a game is played 
on a field or court — usually plural ■ We stood on the side¬ 
lines to watch the game. ■ He was forced to watch the game 
from the sidelines. — often used figuratively ■ His injury has 
kept him on the sidelines [=has kept him from playing] this 
season. ■ He stayed on the sidelines and let his daughter run 
the family business her way. 

2 : a job that is done in addition to your main job ■ She 
makes and sells jewelry as a sideline. 

2 sideline verb -lines; -lined; -lin-ing [+obf] : to prevent (a 
player) from playing in a game especially because of injury, 
illness, etc. — usually used as (be) sidelined ■ He was side¬ 
lined with a knee injury. — often used figuratively ■ a lawyer 
sidelined by illness ■ Her career had been sidelined for several 
years by motherhood. 

Side-long /'said^cm/ adj, always used before a noun : made 
to the left or right or out of the comer of your eye ■ a side¬ 
long look/glance 

— sidelong adv ■ She glanced sidelong at her brother. 

Side road noun, pi ~ roads [count] : a smaller road that is 

connected to a main road ■ We like driving on side roads 
when we travel. 

side-sad-dle /'said,s 2 edl/ noun, pi -sad-dles [count] : a 
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saddle that is made for a rider to sit with both legs on one 
side of the horse 

— sidesaddle adv ■ She rode/sat sidesaddle. [=she rode/sat 
with both legs on one side of the horse] 

side-show /'said,/ou/ noun, pi -shows [count] 

1 : a smaller show that is performed in addition to a main 
show ■ a circus sideshow 

2 : an activity or event that is less important than the main 
activity or event ■ Their disagreement is just a political side¬ 
show when compared to the real issues at hand. 

Side-split-ting / l said,sphtiQ/ adj, informal : very funny ■ a 
sidesplitting comedy/performance 
Side-Step /'said.step/ verb -steps; -stepped; -step-ping 

1 : to avoid walking into or being hit by (someone or some¬ 
thing) by stepping to the right or left [+ ohj] She sidestepped 
the puddle, [no obj ] He sidestepped to avoid (being hit by) 
his opponent. 

2 [+ obj]: to avoid answering or dealing with (something) di¬ 
rectly • She sidestepped the reporter’s question. ■ They’re 
sidestepping the real issue. 

Side Street noun, pi streets [count] : a smaller street 
that connects to and often ends at a main road ■ We live on a 
quiet side street. 

1 side-swipe /'said,swaip/ verb -swipes; -swiped; -swip¬ 
ing [+ obj ] US : to hit the side of a vehicle with the side of an¬ 
other vehicle ■ The taxi sideswiped a parked car. 
2 sideswipe noun, pi -swipes [count] : a critical remark 
about someone or something that is made while talking 
about someone or something else ■ She took a sideswipe at 
the senator’s voting record. 

Side table noun, pi tables [count] : a table that is de¬ 
signed to be placed against a wall 

Side-track /'said,tr£ek/ verb -tracks; -tracked; -track¬ 
ing [+ obj] 

1 : to cause (someone) to talk about or do something differ¬ 
ent and less important — usually used as (be/get) sidetracked 
■ Now, what was I saying? I got sidetracked by that phone 
call. 

2 US a : to change the direction or use of (something) — 
usually used as (be) sidetracked ■ The grant money was side¬ 
tracked [=diverted] to fund unrelated research projects, b 
: to prevent (something) from being dealt with — usually 
used as (be) sidetracked ■ The real issue has been sidetracked. 

Side-View mirror noun, pi ~ -rors [count] US : a mirror 
on the outside of a vehicle that allows the driver to see what 
is behind and to the right or left of the vehicle • the right/left 
side-view mirror — called also (Brit) wing mirror 
side-walk / l said I wa;k/ noun, pi -walks [count] US : a usu¬ 
ally concrete path along the side of a street for people to 
walk on ■ Bicycles are not allowed on the sidewalk. • sidewalk 
cafes ■ a sidewalk sale [=an event in which a store displays its 
goods outside on a sidewalk] — called also (Brit) pavement ; 
see picture at STREET 
Side-Ways /'said,weiz/ adv 

1 : with one side facing forward ■ We had to turn sideways to 
let them through the crowded hallway. ■ crabs walking side¬ 
ways along the beach 

2 : to or toward the right or left side • Helicopters can fly up, 
down, forward, backward, and sideways. ■ She fell sideways 
and landed on her shoulder. • I looked sideways at him to see 
if he was smiling. 

— sideways adj ■ a sideways movement/glance 
sid-ing /’saidii]/ noun, pi -ings 

1 [noncount] US : long pieces of material that are used to 
cover the outside walls of a building ■ vinyl siding — called 
also (< chiefly Brit ) cladding 

2 [count] : a short railroad track that is connected with the 
main track 

si-dle /’said]/ verb, always followed by an adverb or preposi¬ 
tion si-dles; si-dled; si-dling [no obj] 

1 : to move close to someone in a quiet or secret way ■ He si¬ 
dled up to me and slipped me a note. ■ She sidled over and 
whispered, “Do you see that guy?” 

2 : to go or move with one side forward ■ The crab sidled 
away. ■ She sidled through the narrow opening. 

SIDS abbr sudden infant death syndrome 
siege /'si:cfe/ noun, pi sieg-es 

1 ; a situation in which soldiers or police officers surround a 
city, building, etc., in order to try to take control of it 
[count] the siege of Paris ■ The castle was built to withstand a 
siege, [noncount] The city is in a state of siege. 

2 [count] : a serious and lasting attack of something — usual¬ 


ly singular ■ He’s recovering from a siege of depression. ■ a 
long siege of bitterly cold temperatures 
lay siege to (something or someone) 1 : to surround (a 
city, building, etc.) with soldiers or police officers in order 
to try to take control of it ■ The army laid siege to the city. 
2 : to attack (something or someone) constantly or repeat¬ 
edly — usually used figuratively ■ Angry taxpayers laid 
siege to city hall with letters and phone calls. 
under siege 1 : surrounded with soldiers or police officers 
in a siege ■ The city was under siege and food was getting 
scarce. 2 : very seriously attacked or criticized by many 
people ■ The newspaper has been under siege lately by its 
readers for printing a false story. 

Siege mentality noun [singular] : a strong feeling that you 
are in constant danger or are surrounded by enemies ■ Living 
in a high-crime area can create a siege mentality. 

Si-en-na /si'ena/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a brownish-yellow color 

2 : a reddish-brown color 
Si-er-ra /si'era/ noun, pi -ras [count] 

1 : a range of mountains with sharply pointed peaks ■ The 
Sierra Nevada is a mountain range in California. 

2 : a mountain in a sierra — usually plural ■ The sierras rose 
up sharply before us. 

si-es-ta /si'esta/ noun, pi -tas 

1 : a regular period of sleep or rest in the afternoon in some 
hot countries [count] Most of the shops were closed after 
lunch for a two-hour siesta, [noncount] The shops are closed 
during siesta. ■ It’s siesta time. 

2 [count] : a brief sleep : nap ■ He’s taking a little siesta out 
there on the patio. 

1 Sieve /*SI v/ noun, pi sieves [count] : a kitchen tool that has 
many small holes and that is used to separate smaller parti¬ 
cles from larger ones or solids from liquids 
have a memory/mind like a sieve informal : to have a very 
bad memory : to be unable to remember things ■ I’m sorry. 
I have a memory like a sieve. What was your name again? 
2 sieve verb sieves; sieved; sieving [+ obf : to put (some- 
thing) through a sieve ■ She sieved [=sifted] the flour into a 
mixing bowl. 

sift /'sift/ verb sifts; sift-ed; sift-ing 

1 [+ obj] a : to put (flour, sugar, etc.) through a sifter or 
sieve ■ Sift the flour into a mixing bowl. ■ sifted flour b : to 
separate or remove (something) by using a sifter or sieve ■ 
Sift the lumps from the sugar. — often + out ■ Sift out the 
rocks from the sand. — often used figuratively ■ The lawyer 
sifted out the relevant facts of the case. 

2 : to go through (something) very carefully in order to find 
something useful or valuable [+ obj] The police sifted the ev¬ 
idence in hopes of finding a clue, [no obj] The police sifted 
for clues. ■ The lawyer sifted through the hundreds of pages 
of testimony. ■ Firefighters sifted throu&i the debris. 

sift-er /'sifta-/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 chiefly US : 'sieve; especially : a special kitchen tool used 
for sifting flour, sugar, etc. 

2 Brit : shaker 1 

sigh /'sai/ verb sighs; sighed; sigh-ing 

1 [no obj] : to take in and let out a long, loud breath in a way 
that shows you are bored, disappointed, relieved, etc. ■ He 
sighed with/in relief when he saw that he passed the test. 

2 [no obj] literary : to make a sound like sighing ■ The wind 
sighed through the trees. 

3 [+ obj] : to say (something) with a sigh ■ “I may never see 
my old home again," she sighed. 

— sigh noun, pi sighs [count] • She gave a long, weary sigh. ■ 
He sank into the chair with a sigh. — often + of m a sigh of 
disappointment ■ I can breathe a sigh of relief [=stop wor¬ 
rying] now that she’s safe. 

1 sight /'sait/ noun, pi sights 

1 [noncount] : the sense through which a person or animal 
becomes aware of light, color, etc., by using the eyes : the 
ability to see ■ Your sight [=vision, eyesight] weakens as you 
get older. ■ She regained sight in her left eye. ■ He lost his 
sight [=he became blind] at a young age. 

2 [noncount] : the act of seeing someone or something ■ I 
know him by sight [=1 have seen him], but I don’t know his 
name. ■ She hated him on sight. [=she hated him the first 
time she saw him] ■ The officers were ordered to shoot on 
sight. — often + of ■ The (mere) sight of her ex-boyfriend 
filled her with rage. ■ We lost sight of the plane. [=we could 
no longer see the plane] ■ He faints at the sight qf [=when he 
sees] blood. ■ He can’t stand/bear the sight of blood. ■ She 
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caught sight of an eagle gliding through the air. — often 
used figuratively ■ We must not lose sight of our goal. [=we 
must keep thinking about our goal] 

3 [noncount] : a position in which someone or something can 
be seen ■ The ship came into sight. [=into view ] ■ When I 
looked out the door, there was no one in sight. [=no one 
could be seen] ■ Keep out of sight until I tell you it’s OK to 
come out. ■ The child wandered out of sight. • Get out of my 
sight] [=go away from me; I don’t want to see you] ■ Don’t let 
the puppy out of your sight. ■ The rabbit disappeared from 
sight into the tall grass. ■ The controls are hidden from sight 
behind a panel. ■ She left her purse out in plain sight = Her 
purse was in plain sight of anyone passing by. ■ We finally 
came in/within sight of the mountains. [=we finally came to a 
place where we could see the mountains] ■ A large pole was 
directly in my line of sight. [=a large pole was blocking my 
view] — sometimes used figuratively ■ The end of the project 
is finally in/within sight. [=the end of the project is finally 
near] The phrase out of sight, out of mind means that you 
stop thinking about something or someone if you do not see 
that thing or person for a period of time. 

4 [count] a : someone or something that is seen ■ The old 
dog was a pathetic/sorry sight. ■ Deer are a common/familiar 
sight in this area. ■ I’ve seen what he looks like when he gets 
out of bed in the morning, and believe me, it’s not a pretty 
sight. • The birth of the calf was a sight to see/behoid. [=was 
an amazing or wonderful thing to see] ■ We enjoyed the 
sights and sounds of the casino, b : a famous or interest¬ 
ing place in an area — usually plural ■ Our tour guide 
showed us the sights. ■ We saw all the sights of/in the city. 

5 [singular] informal : someone or something that is strange, 
funny, messy, etc. ■ I’d invite you in, but the living room is a 
sight. ■ He was all dressed up as a pirate. It was quite a sight 
(to see)! • ( chiefly Brit ) You should get some sleep. You look a 
sight. 

6 sights [plural] : a goal or expectation ■ The company has 
raised/lowered its sights for annual sales by five percent. ■ 
She has set her sights on becoming a doctor. [=she wants to 
become a doctor] 

7 [count] : a device that is used to aim a gun ■ He adjusted 
the sight of the rifle. — usually plural ■ The deer was in her 
sights. = She could see the deer in her sights. — sometimes 
used figuratively • He always had a law career in his sights. 
[=his goal was always to have a law career] 

8 [singular] informal : a large amount or extent : a lot ■ The 
car is a sight less expensive and has better gas mileage. ■ The 
book is a far sight [=a great deal] better than the movie. ■ 
You’ll have to work a damn/darn sight quicker than that if 
you want to get done on time. 

a sight for sore eyes : a person or thing that you are very 
glad to see ■ After being away from home for so long, my 
friends and family were a sight for sore eyes, 
at first sight see 1 first 
drop out of sight see 2 drop 
heave in/into sightsee 1 heave 
no end in sight see *end 

out of sight US, informal + old-fashioned : very good ■ The 
show was really out of sight, 
sight gag see 2 gag 

sight unseen : without seeing or examining something ■ 
They bought the house sight unseen. [=they bought the 
house without first looking at it] 

2 sight verb sights; sight*ed; sighting [+ obj] : to see 
(something or someone that is being looked for or that is 
rarely seen or difficult to see) ■ They sighted a ship in the dis¬ 
tance. ■ Several bears have been sighted in the area. 

sight-ed /'saitad/ adj : able to see : not blind ■ blind and 
sighted people * partially sighted people [=people who are not 
blind but have only a limited ability to see] — see also 
CLEAR-SIGHTED, FARSIGHTED, LONG-SIGHTED, NEAR¬ 
SIGHTED, SHORTSIGHTED 

sighting noun, pi -ings [count] : an act of seeing something 
or someone that is rarely seen or difficult to see — often + of 
■ There have been several sightings of whales swimming off 
the island. 

sight-less /'saitlas/ adi, literary : not able to see : blind ■ 
sightless eyes 

sight-read /'saitgriid/ verb -reads; -read /-,rcd/; -read¬ 
ing /-grirdirj/ : to perform (written music) while reading it 
for the first time without practicing it [+ obj] The orchestra 
hired her because she could sight-read even the most diffi¬ 
cult scores, [no obj] She sight-reads well. 


- sight reader noun, pi —ers [count] - sight-reading 
noun [ noncount] 

sight-see-ing /’saitgsijir)/ noun [noncount] : the activity of 
visiting the famous or interesting places of an area ■ We spent 
the afternoon sightseeing. ■ We did a lot of sightseeing on our 
vacation. 

— sight-seer /'saihsij^/ noun, pi -seers [count] ■ The 
church attracts a lot of sightseers. 

sig-ma /'sigma/ noun, pi -mas [count] : the 18th letter of the 
Greek alphabet — £ or a or g 
1 sign /'sain/ noun, pi signs [count] 

1 : a piece of paper, wood, etc., with words or pictures on it 
that gives information about something ■ The sign in the 
store window says “OPEN.” ■ After you get off the highway, 
follow the signs for Route 25. ■ road/street/traffic signs ■ He 
ran the stop sign. ■ There was a “For Sale” sign on the car. 

2 : something (such as an action or event) which shows that 
something else exists, is true, or will happen • All the signs 
point to him as the guilty party. ■ She ignored me, which was 
a sure sign that she was mad at me. ■ ‘The company called 
me in for a second interview.” “That’s a good sign." • It was a 
bad sign that he couldn’t walk on the injured leg. ■ There are 
plenty of warning signs that the company is in danger of 
bankruptcy. — often + of • Chest pain could be a sign of a 
heart attack. ■ We remained alert for any signs of danger. ■ 
the telltale signs of the disease ■ the first signs of spring ■ The 
bartender called the police at the first sign of trouble. [=as 
soon as there was trouble] ■ The runner showed signs of fa¬ 
tigue. [=appeared to be tired] ■ His writing is showing signs of 
improvement. [=appears to be improving] ■ He showed no 
sign of remorse. ■ The planet showed no signs of life. [=there 
was no evidence of living things on the planet] — see also vi¬ 
tal signs 

3 : a motion, action, or movement that you use to express a 
thought, command, or wish ■ They bowed before the king as 
a sign of respect. ■ The teacher made a sign for the students 
to be quiet. ■ a picture of the president giving the thumbs-up 
sign — see also sign of the cross 

4 : any one of the hand movements that are used in sign lan¬ 
guage — often + for ■ Do you know the sign for “thank you”? 
■ the sign for the letter B 

5 : a symbol that is used to represent something especially in 
mathematics ■ The symbol -r is the sign for division. — see 
also CALL SIGN, DIVISION SIGN, DOLLAR SIGN, MINUS SIGN, 
MULTIPLICATION SIGN, PLUS SIGN 

6 : star sign ■ What’s your sign ? 

a sign of the times : something that shows the kinds of 
things that are happening, popular, important, etc., in a 
culture at a particular period in history ■ Having metal de¬ 
tectors in schools is a sign of the times. 

2 siqn verb signs; signed; sign-ing 

f a : to write (your name) on something [+ obj] Sign your 
name on the bottom line. ■ She met with fans and signed au¬ 
tographs. [no obj] Please sign at the bottom of the applica¬ 
tion. ■ Make sure you get all the details before you sign on 
the dotted line. [=officially agree to buy or do something by 
signing a document] b [+ obj] : to write your name on 
(something) especially to show that you accept, agree with, 
or will be responsible for something ■ You forgot to sign the 
document/letter/check. ■ He was forced to sign the confes¬ 
sion. ■ The contract was signed by both parties. ■ The author 
will be signing copies of his books today. ■ a signed confes¬ 
sion ■ The contract should be signed, sealed, end delivered 
by tomorrow. ■ The President signed the bill Into law. 
[=made the bill a law by signing an official document] 

2 a [+ obj] : to hire (someone) to do something especially by 
having that person sign a contract ■ The team signed the 
pitcher to a three-year contract. ■ He is signed to a three-year 
contract. ■ The studio signed her to do another movie. = The 
studio signed her for another movie. — see also sign on 
(below), sign up (below) b [no obj] : to agree to work for 
or to produce something for an organization, business, etc., 
especially by signing a contract ■ She signed to direct two 
movies for the studio. — usually + with ■ She signed with the 
studio to direct two movies. ■ He signed with the team for one 
season. ■ The band signed with an independent label. — see 
also sign on (below), sign UP (below) 

3 : to communicate by using sign language [no obj] The 
child is learning how to sign. [+ obj] She signed “please.” 
sign away [phrasal verb] sign (something) away or sign 

away (something) : to give (something, such as rights or 
property) to someone by signing a document ■ He signed 
away his share of the property. 
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sign for [phrasal verb] sign for (something) : to sign a docu¬ 
ment to show that you have received (a package, letter, 
etc.) ■ I signed for the package when it was delivered. 
sign in [phrasal verb ] 1 a : to sign your name on a list, in a 
book, etc., to show that you have arrived ■ All visitors must 
sign in upon arrival, b sign (someone) in or sign in 
(someone) : to write the name of (someone) on a list, in a 
book, etc., to show that they have arrived ■ The reception¬ 
ist signed the guests in. 2 sign (something) in or sign in 
(something) : to sign your name on a list, in a book, etc., to 
show that you have returned (something that you bor¬ 
rowed) • He signed the video equipment (back) in. 
sign off [phrasal verb] 1 : to end a letter or broadcast by 
signing or saying your name • She signed off with “Yours 
Truly, Maria." • “This is DJ Fresh signing off. Peace.” ■ The 
radio station signs oj9 r [=stops broadcasting] at midnight. 2 
US sign off or Brit sign (something) off or Brit sign off 
(something) : to approve something officially by signing 
your name ■ (US) She refused to sign off until the wording 
was changed. ■ (Brit) He inspected the memo before signing 
it off. — usually + on in U.S. English ■ He signed off on the 
memo [=he approved the memo by signing it] and gave it 
back to his secretary for distribution. 
sign on [phrasal verb ] 1 a : to agree to do something (such 
as a job) especially by signing a contract ■ She signed on to 
the new project. • He signed on [=signed up] as a member of 
the crew, b sign (someone) on or sign on (someone) : to 
hire (someone) to do something especially by having that 
person sign a contract ■ The studio has signed her on 
[=signed her up] to do another movie. ■ She’s signed on for 
another movie. — see also 2 sign 2 (above) 2 : to start a 
broadcast by saying your name ■ “This is DJ Fresh signing 
on." • The radio station signs on [=begins broadcasting] at 
5:00 a.m. 3 Brit : to report officially that you are unem¬ 
ployed in order to receive money from the government • 
She lost her job and had to sign on. 
sign out [phrasal verb ] 1 a : to sign your name on a list, in 
a book, etc., to show that you have left a place ■ Did the 
visitors sign out ? b sign (someone) out or sign out (some¬ 
one) : to write the name of (someone) on a list, in a book, 
etc., to show that they have left a place • The receptionist 
signed the guests out. 2 sign (something) out or sign out 
(something) : to sign your name on a list, in a book, etc., to 
show that you have borrowed (something) ■ He signed the 
video equipment out. ■ The library book is signed out. 
sign over [phrasal verb] sign (something) over or sign over 
(something) : to give (something that you own, such as 
rights or property) to someone by signing a document ■ He 
signed over the property to his brother. 
sign up [phrasal verb] 1 a : to sign your name on a docu¬ 
ment or list in order to get, do, or take something ■ She 
signed up for health insurance. • He signed up for tennis les¬ 
sons. ■ Students can now sign up for classes, b : to indi¬ 
cate that you will definitely do a job, join a team, etc., espe¬ 
cially by signing a contract • He signed up [=signed on] as 
an Army reservist. • She signed up with another team. 2 
sign (someone) up or sign up (someone) a : to add the 
name of (someone) to an official list in order for that per¬ 
son to get, do, or take something ■ The church has signed 
up more than enough volunteers for the festival, b : to 
hire (someone) to do something especially by having that 
person sign a contract ■ The team signed up [=signed on] 
several new players. ■ The record label signed the band up. 
— see also 2 sign 2 (above) 

Sign*age /'samicfe/ noun [noncount] : signs or a system of 
signs used to show information about something (such as a 
business or a road) • Recent airport improvements include 
more lighting and better signage. 

1 siq*nal /'sign]/ noun, pi -nals [count] 

■f : an event or act which shows that something exists or that 
gives information about something : sign ■ The change in 
his behavior is clearly a signal [=indication ] that there is a 
problem. ■ He likes her but he is sending the wrong signals 
with his constant teasing. — often + of • Inflammation is a 
signal of infection. 

2 : something (such as a sound, a movement of part of the 
body, or an object) that gives information about something 
or that tells someone to do something • Don’t start until I 
give the signal, [^s/gn] ■ The teacher gave us the signal to fin¬ 
ish what we were working on and hand in our tests. • The pi¬ 
lot sent out a distress signal [=a message that the airplane 
was in danger] before the plane crashed. • They communi¬ 
cated with each other by using hand signals. [=movements 


of a person’s hands that mean something] 

3 : a piece of equipment with colored lights that is used on 
railways and roads to tell people when to go, to slow down, 
or to stop ■ Faulty wiring in the train station caused a signal 
to malfunction. ■ The traffic signal [= traffic light] was not 
working. 

4 technical a : a message, sound, or image that is carried by 
waves of light or sound ■ The video/TV signal is scrambled. ■ 
Satellite dishes receive television signals. ■ a digital signal • 
The transmitter beams radio signals into space, b : a wave 
of light or sound that carries a message, sound, or image ■ 
We’ll need better equipment to generate a 50 Hz signal, 
busy signal see ^usy 

mixed signals see mixed 

2 siqnal verb -nals; US -naled or Brit -nailed; US -nabing 
or Brit- naMing 

1 [+ obj ]: to be a sign of (something) : to show the existence 
of (something) ■ Robins signal the arrival of spring. ■ The 
election results surely signal the start/beginning of a new era. 
• He signaled [= showed', communicated] his irritation by sigh¬ 
ing and rolling his eyes dramatically. ■ Redness, swelling, and 
painful itching signal [-indicate] an infection. ■ A lock on the 
suitcase might signal that there’s something of value inside. 

2 : to make a sound or motion that tells someone something 
[no obj] Did he signal before he made the left turn? ■ They 
signaled at me to come over to their table. ■ We signaled for 
help. [+ obj] He signaled us that it was time to begin the 
meeting. ■ The umpire signaled a strike. 

3 signal adj, always used before a noun, formal : very impor¬ 
tant or great : significant ■ Is he worthy of such a signal 
honor? • The bill’s passage was a signal [= notable] victory for 
environmentalists. 

- sig*naMy Aignali/ adv ■ The mayor has signally failed to 
do what he promised to do. 

sig-naber (US) or Brit sig*nabler /'signals-/ noun, pi -ers 
[count] : SIGNALMAN 2 

sig-nabman /'signlman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] 

1 chiefly Brit : a person who has the job of operating signals 
on a railway 

2 ; a person in the military who is trained to send and re¬ 
ceive signals 

sig-na-to-ry /'signajtori, Brit 'signatri/ noun, pi -ries 
[count] formal : a person, country, or organization that has 
signed an official document ■ signatories to the treaty/peti¬ 
tion ■ a signatory of the Declaration of Independence 
1 SI q-na»ture Aignatfa-/ noun, pi -tures 

1 [count] : a person’s name written in that person’s handwrit¬ 
ing • There is a place for your signature at the bottom of the 
form. ■ If we can collect 200,000 signatures on our petition, 
then our candidate will be included on the ballot. • We pre¬ 
sented the document to the president for her signature. 

2 [noncount] formal : the act of signing something ■ The con¬ 
tract requires signature by both parties. [=must be signed by 
both parties] ■ The bill passed and went to the governor for 
signature a week ago. 

3 [count] : something (such as a quality or feature) that is 
closely associated with someone or something — usually sin¬ 
gular ■ Her latest movie includes the humor and fast pace 
that have become her signature. 

2 Signature adj, always used before a noun : closely associated 
with someone or something : making a person or thing easy 
to recognize ■ the chefs signature dish • “Respect” is her sig¬ 
nature song/tune. • The director’s new movie is a return to 
his signature style. 

sign-board /'sain,bofrd/ noun, pi -boards [count] : a 
board with writing or a picture on it that gives information 
about something (such as a business) 

Sl'gn-ee /,sai'ni:/ noun, pi -ees [count] US, formal : a person, 
organization, etc., that has signed an official document (such 
as a treaty or contract) ■ signees [= signatories ] to the treaty/ 
petition 

sign-er /'saina 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person, country, or organization that has signed an offi¬ 
cial document ■ He was one of the signers of the Declaration 
of Independence. 

2 : a person who uses sign language 

Sig-net ring /'signat-/ noun, pi ~ rings [count] : a ring that 
is decorated with a special design and worn on the finger 

— see color picture on page Cl 1 
sig-nif-i-cance /sig'nifikans/ noun 

1 : the quality of being important : the quality of having no¬ 
table worth or influence [noncount] The discovery has great 




significant • silent majority 


1520 


significance to researchers. ■ His age is of little significance. • 
This building should be preserved because of its historical 
significance. ■ Does the ceremony have any religious signifi¬ 
cance ? [singular] Her work has a significance that will last 
beyond her lifetime. — opposite insignificance 
2 : the meaning of something [noncount] I failed to under¬ 
stand/grasp/appreciate the significance of her remarks. ■ 
Does the date March 16 have some special significance to/for 
you? [singular] People in ancient times assigned a particular 
significance to the number seven. 
siq«nif«i»cant /sig'nifikant/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : large enough to be noticed or have an effect ■ A signifi¬ 
cant number of customers complained about the service. ■ 
He won a significant amount of money. ■ There is a signifi¬ 
cant difference in prices between the two stores. ■ The study 
found a statistically significant decrease in symptoms in pa¬ 
tients who had taken the drug. ■ His influence on me was sig¬ 
nificant. = He had a significant influence on me. 

2 : very important • a significant event in the history of our 
nation ■ Fish is a. significant part of their diet. ■ It is significant 
that she never mentioned him. — opposite insignificant 

3 : having a special or hidden meaning ■ He gave us a signif¬ 
icant wink/look. ■ a significant suggestive] glance 

sig*nif-i*cant«ly /sig'mfikantli/ adv 

1 : in a way that is large or important enough to be noticed 
or have an effect ■ People who smoke have a significantly 
greater risk of developing lung cancer than people who 
don’t. ■ Another store sold the game for a significantly lower 
price. ■ If you take my advice, your chances of winning will 
increase/improve significantly. 

2 [more most ~] — used to say that something is impor¬ 
tant or meaningful ■ Significantly, William broke with family 
tradition and decided not to name his newborn son “Will¬ 
iam." ■ It was the first time I had ever traveled outside of the 
country, but, more significantly, it was the first time I had 
ever been outside of my parents’ supervision. 

3 : in a way that has a special or hidden meaning ■ He 
looked/glanced significantly in her direction when he said 
that some of us are not doing our jobs. 

Significant Other noun, pi -ers [count] : someone that 
you have a romantic relationship with : your husband, wife, 
boyfriend, or girlfriend ■ Before you make such an impor¬ 
tant decision, you should talk it over with your significant 
other. — abbr. SO 

sig*ni*fy /'signa^ai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing 

1 [+ obf] : to be a sign of (something) : to mean (something) • 
Black clothing signifies mourning. ■ A check mark next to 
your name signifies that you have met all the requirements. ■ 
The recent decline of the stock market does not necessarily 
signify the start of a recession. 

2 [+ obf] : to show (your feelings, intentions, opinions, etc.) 
by doing something ■ He nodded to signify his approval. = He 
nodded to signify that he approved. ■ He gave her a diamond 
ring to signify his love. 

3 [no obf] formal + somewhat old-fashioned : to have impor¬ 
tance : matter ■ Whether he agrees or not does not signify. 

sign-ing /'samio/ noun, pi -ings 

1 [noncount] : the act of writing your name on something 
(such as a contract or document) to show that you agree to 
something — often + of • the signing of the Declaration of In¬ 
dependence ■ Two people witnessed the signing of the will. 

2 [noncount] : the use of sign language ■ The child uses sign¬ 
ing to communicate. 

3 a [noncount] : the act of having someone sign a contract 
with a sports team, record company, etc. ■ The team has an¬ 
nounced the signing of several new players, b [count] 
: someone who has signed a contract with a sports team, 
record company, etc. • a list of the team’s recent signings 

sign language noun, pi ~ -guages [count, noncount] : a 
system of hand movements used for communication espe¬ 
cially by people who are deaf 
sign of the cross 

the sign of the cross : a movement of the hand that forms 
a cross shape and that is done as an expression of the 
Christian faith ■ She knelt and made the sign of the cross. 
1 sign*pOSt / , sain,poost/ noun, pi -posts [count] : a sign be¬ 
side a road showing the direction and distance to a place ■ 
The signpost says it is 10 miles to the city. — sometimes used 
figuratively ■ There are no signposts pointing to a solution. 
2 signpost verb -posts; -post-ed; -posting [+ obf] chiefly 
Brit : to provide (something) with signposts or guides ■ The 
road from here to London is well/clearly signposted. — 


sometimes used figuratively ■ His success has signposted the 
way for others. 

Sikh /'si:k/ noun.pl Sikhs [count] : a follower of Sikhism 

— Sikh adf 

Sikhrism /'sii.kizam/ noun [noncount] : a religion founded 
in India around 1500 that is based on the belief that there is 
one God 

sMage /'saihcfe/ noun [noncount] : food for farm animals 
that is stored inside a silo 
1 sMence /'sailans/ noun, pi -lenc-es 

1 [noncount] : a lack of sound or noise : quiet ■ I find it 
hard to sleep unless there is complete silence. ■ The silence 
was broken by the sound of footsteps in the hallway. 

2 : a situation, state, or period of time in which people do 
not talk [noncount] We sat there in dead/total/complete si¬ 
lence. "My sister’s revelation was met with stunned silence. • 
Silence fell/descended upon the room. [=the room became 
quiet] ■ The professor asked for silence, [count] There was 
an awkward silence after he confessed his love for her. ■ A 
long silence followed her reply. 

3 : a situation or state in which someone does not talk about 
or answer questions about something [noncount] We must 
break 50 years of silence on issues like the government’s in¬ 
volvement in assassination and espionage. ■ I will not be in¬ 
timidated into silence. ■ You don’t have to suffer in silence. 
[=suffer or be unhappy without saying anything] [singular] 
She finally ended her silence and spoke to the media about 
what happened. — see also conspiracy of silence 
deafening silence see deafening 

silence is golden — used to say that it is often better to re¬ 
main silent than to speak 

2 silence verb -lences; -lenced; -lenc-ing [+ obf] 

1 : to cause (someone or something) to stop speaking or 
making noise : to cause (someone or something) to become 
silent ■ My sister’s revelation silenced everyone around the 
table. ■ Police silenced the crowd. ■ Disconnecting the battery 
will silence the alarm. 

2 a : to stop (someone) from expressing opinions that are 
opposed to your own or from telling people about bad things 
that you have done ■ The mayor tried to silence his critics. ■ I 
will not be silenced ! b : to stop (something) from being ex¬ 
pressed or revealed : suppress ■ It’s obvious that the pur¬ 
pose of this law is to silence dissent. 

si*lenc*er /'saiterna-/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 US : a device that is attached to a handgun to reduce the 
noise that the gun makes when it is fired 

2 Brit : muffler 1 
Sclent /'sailant/ adj 

1 : not speaking or making noise : quiet ■ She was silent for 
a few minutes as she thought about how to answer him. ■ 
Please be silent. ■ The crowd fell silent as the horrible news 
was read aloud. 

2 always used before a noun [more most ~] : tending not 
to talk much ■ My father was a very silent man. ■ He was the 
strong, silent type. 

3 : not having or making any sound or noise ■ He said he 
would call me, but the phone was silent all day. ■ The radio 
went silent. [=dead] • A long, silent pause followed her reply. 

4 always used before a noun : done, felt, or expressed with¬ 
out speaking ■ She offered a silent prayer of thanks for her 
family’s safety. ■ They nodded their heads in silent agree¬ 
ment. ■ He turned his back on the president in silent protest. 

5 : giving no information about something or refusing to dis¬ 
cuss something ■ History books arc silent about this shameful 
incident in our nation’s past. ■ The president remained silent 
on the issue of funding. ■ You have the right to remain silent 
[=the legal right not to say anything when you are arrested] 

6 grammar : written in the spelling of a word but not pro¬ 
nounced ■ There is a silent “e" in “cane.” ■ The “b” in “debt” 
is silent. 

7 always used before a noun, of movies a : not having spo¬ 
ken dialogue ■ silent movies/films b : of or relating to mov¬ 
ies that have no spoken dialogue ■ filmmakers of the silent 
era 

— si-lent-ly adv ■ She sat silently beside me. • The tiger 
moved silently through the jungle. 

Silent auction noun, pi -tions [count] : an auction in 
which people write down their bids for the things being sold 

silent majority noun 

the silent majority : the largest part of a country’s popula¬ 
tion that consists of people who are not actively involved 
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in politics and do not express their political opinions pub¬ 
licly 

Silent partner noun, pi ~ -ners [count] chiefly US : a part¬ 
ner who invests money in a business but is not involved in 
running the business — called also (Brit) sleeping partner 

silent treatment noun 

the silent treatment: the act of ignoring someone because 
you are angry at him or her ■ I told him that I thought he 
was crazy and got the silent treatment for the rest of the 
day. [=he refused to talk to me for the rest of the day] ■ 
Whenever she gets mad at me, she gives me the silent 
treatment. [=she does not speak to me] 

1 sil*hOU s ette /,sil3'wet/ noun, pi -ettes 

1 a : a dark shape in front of a light back¬ 
ground [count] the silhouettes of buildings 
against the sky [noncount] The buildings ap¬ 
peared in silhouette against the sky. b : a 
picture of something showing it as a dark 
shape on a light background; especially 
: such a picture showing a person’s face from 
the side [count] My piano teacher has a 
framed silhouette of Mozart on her wall. silhouette 
[noncount] a portrait of my mother done in 
silhouette 

2 [count] : the shape or outline of something ■ He admired 
the sports car’s sleek silhouette. 

2 silhouette verb -ettes; -ett-ed; -ett-ing [+ obj] : to make 
(someone or something) appear as a dark shape in front of a 
light background — often used as (be) silhouetted ■ The 
house was silhouetted against the sky. 
sil-i-ca /'silika/ noun [noncount] : a chemical that contains 
silicon, that is found in sand and quartz, and that is used to 
make glass 

sil-i-cate /'sil3,keit/ noun, pi -cates [count, noncount] : a 
chemical that contains silicon and that is used in building 
materials (such as bricks, cement, and glass) ■ aluminum sili¬ 
cate 

Sil'i'COn /'sihkan, 'sil3,ka:n/ noun [noncount] : a chemical 
element that is found in the Earth’s crust and is used espe¬ 
cially in computers and electronics 
sil-i-cone /'sil3,koun/ noun [noncount] : a chemical that 
does not let water or heat pass through and that is used to 
make rubber, grease, and in plastic surgery • a prosthesis 
made of silicone — often used before another noun ■ silicone 
breast implants 
silk /'silk/ noun, pi silks 

1 : a smooth, soft, and shiny cloth that is made from thread 
produced by silkworms; also : the thread that is used to 
make silk [count] silks from China ■ a variety of silks and 
satins • embroidery silks [noncount] a dress (made) of blue 
silk • pure silk • The robe has butterflies embroidered in silk 
on the sleeves. ■ Her hair is as smooth as silk. [=very smooth] 

— often used before another noun ■ a silk blouse/scarf 

2 [noncount] : the thread that is produced by a spider • the 
silk of a spider’s web ■ spider silk 

3 [noncount] : the thin strings in an ear of corn ■ com silk 

4 silks [plural] : the cap and shirt worn by a jockey ■ the sta¬ 
ble’s red and green racing silks 

5 Brit : a lawyer who has reached the highest rank : a 
Queen’s Counsel or King’s Counsel [count] She maintains a 
busy practice as a leading silk in employment law. [non¬ 
count] He took silk [=reached the highest barrister’s rank] in 
2001. 

silk-en /'silksn/ ad) 

1 : made of silk or a cloth that is like silk ■ silken [=si7fc] robes 
■ a silken cord ■ silken cushions 

2 : smooth, soft, and shiny like silk ■ her silken [-(more com¬ 
monly) silky] black hair ■ the baby’s silken skin 

3 of food : smooth, soft, and rich ■ silken pudding/pate 

4 of a sound : smooth and pleasant to hear • his silken voice ■ 
the silken tones of his violin 

silk screen noun, pi ~ screens 

1 [noncount] : a method of printing in which ink or paint is 
forced through a stretched piece of silk cloth ■ artists who 
work in silk screen — often used before another noun ■ silk 
screen printing/designs 

2 [count] : a print that is made by silk screen ■ He decorated 
the office with paintings and silkscreens. 

- silk-screen verb -screens; -screened; -screen-ing 
[+ obj] ■ The logo was silk-screened onto T-shirts. 

Si Ik*Worm /'silk, warn/ noun, pi -worms [count] : a cater¬ 


pillar that produces silk which is used to make thread or 
cloth 

silky /'silki/ adj silk-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : made of silk or of material that is soft, smooth, and shiny 
like silk • silky lingerie/pantyhose ■ a silky nightgown 

2 : smooth, soft, and shiny like silk • her silky brown hair ■ 
The cat has a silky coat. • The material has a silky feel. 

3 of food : smooth, soft, and rich ■ silky chocolate mousse 

4 of a sound : smooth and pleasant to hear ■ a silky voice 

5 : having a smooth motion ■ This car gives a silky ride. ■ a 
golfer with a silky swing 

— silk-i-ly /'silkali/ adv • a silkily smooth fabric — silk-i- 
ness /'silkinas/ noun [noncount] — silky adv ■ This lotion 
will make your skin feel smooth and silky. • The dog’s fur is 
silky soft. • He has such a silky smooth voice. 

Sill /'sil/ noun, pi sills [count] 

1 a : the shelf at the bottom of a window frame : window¬ 
sill — see picture at window b : a piece of wood, metal, 
or stone at the bottom of a door frame 

2 ; the part of the frame of a car that is directly under its 
doors 

1 SiMy /'sili /ad) sil-li-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : having or showing a lack of thought, understanding, or 
good judgment : foolish or stupid ■ I hope I didn’t make any 
silly mistakes. ■ The idea does seem a bit silly. ■ That’s the sil¬ 
liest thing I’ve ever heard. ■ You drove in this weather? What 
a silly thing to do! ■ Silly me. I locked myself out of the car 
again. ■ Ask a silly question, and you get a silly answer. ■ He 
looks silly [-ridiculous] wearing that huge floppy hat. ■ “I 
can’t ask you to do that.” “ Don’t be silly. It is my pleasure.” 

2 : not practical or sensible ■ What a silly little purse. It looks 
too small to hold everything that I’d need to carry. 

3 a : not serious, meaningful, or important ■ I’m tired of 
watching silly movies. ■ The book was a silly waste of time, 
b : playful and funny ■ I like a man who can be silly without 
being immature. ■ He made a silly face. • He has a silly sense 
of humor. 

4 not used before a noun : in a condition in which you are 
unable to think clearly ■ The ball hit him in the head and 
knocked him silly. ■ He was beaten silly by thugs. ■ They 
drank themselves silly. [=they got extremely drunk] 

— siMi-ness /'silinas/ noun [noncount] ■ the silliness of the 
whole idea 

2 silly adv, informal : to an extreme degree ■ I’m scared silly 
[=I’m very scared] of speaking to such a large group. • She 
was bored silly throughout much of the class. 

3 Silly noun [noncount] informal — used to address someone 
who is being silly ■ No, silly, I don’t need that one; I need the 
other one. 

Si'lo /'sailou/ noun, pi -los [count] 

1 : a tower that is used to store food 
(such as grain or grass) for farm animals 

2 : an underground structure that is 
used for storing and firing a missile 

1 Silt /'silt/ noun [noncount] : sand, soil, 
mud, etc., that is carried by flowing wa¬ 
ter and that sinks to the bottom of a riv¬ 
er, pond, etc. 

— silty /'silti/ adj silt*i-er; -est ■ silty 
water 

2 silt verb silts; silt-ed; silt-ing 

1 [no obj ] : to become blocked, filled, or 
covered with silt ■ The marsh silted over. — often + up ■ The 
river delta has silted up over the centuries. 

2 [+ obj] : to block, fill, or cover (something) with silt ■ The 
entrance to the creek had silted shut. ■ heavily silted areas — 
often + up • Sand had silted up the stream bed. 

1 silver /'silva/ noun, pi -vers 

1 [noncount ]: a soft grayish-white metal that is very valuable 
and is used to make jewelry, coins, knives, forks, etc. ■ a 
bracelet made of silver ■ an artist who works in silver and 
gold ■ a wooden statue inlaid with silver ■ pure/sterling silver 

2 [noncount] : objects (such as knives, forks, teapots, candle¬ 
sticks, etc.) that are made of or covered with silver ■ We need 
to polish the silver. 

3 [noncount] : coins that are made of silver ■ a bag of silver 

4 [count, noncount] : a shiny light gray color 

5 [count] : silver medal ■ She won two silvers in the last 
Olympics. 

2 silver adj 

1 a : made of silver ■ silver jewelry/coins • a silver teapot ■ a 
silver belt buckle b : containing silver ■ silver ore ■ a silver 
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mine C : of or relating to silver ■ Silver prices have risen. 

2 [more most ~]: having the whitish-gray color of silver ■ 
silver hair • a silver car ■ a dress trimmed with silver ribbon 

3 always used before a noun : of or relating to the 25th anni¬ 
versary of an important event (such as a marriage) ■ They 
will celebrate their silver (wedding) anniversary this year. = 
(Brit) They will celebrate their silver wedding this year. ■ a 
silver jubilee — compare diamond, golden 

born with a silver spoon in your mouth see born 
3 silver verb -vers; -vered; -verging [+ obj\ 

1 technical : to cover (something, such as a mirror) with a 
thin layer of silver or something that looks like silver 

2 literary : to make (something) shine like silver ■ The sur¬ 
face of the lake was silvered by the moonlight. 

— silvered adj ■ a container lined with silvered glass 
Silver bullet noun, pi ~ -lets [count] US : something that 

very quickly and easily solves a serious problem — usually 
singular ■ There is no silver bullet that will solve all our eco¬ 
nomic problems. 

Silver dollar noun, pi ■ — -lars [count] US : a large silver 
coin worth one dollar that was used in the past -$■ Silver dob 
lar is now often used to describe the size of something. ■ He 
had a bald spot the size of a silver dollar on his head, 
sil-ver-fish /'s\]\& t i\M noun, p/silverfish [count] : a small 
silver-colored insect that does not have wings and that lives 
inside houses 

Silver foil noun [noncount] Brit : a very thin sheet of metal 
(such as aluminum) : foil 

Silver lining noun, pi ~ -ings [count] : something good 
that can be found in a bad situation 'If there’s a silver lining 
to losing my job, it’s that I’ll now be able to go to school full¬ 
time and finish my degree earlier. 

every cloud has a silver lining — used to say that every 
bad situation holds the possibility of something good • 
When my closest friend moved away, my mother remind¬ 
ed me that “every cloud has a silver lining 
Silver medal noun, pi ~ -dais [count] : a medal made of 
silver that is given as a prize to someone who wins second 
place in a contest • She won a silver medal in the Olympics. 

— compare bronze medal, gold medal 
Silver paper noun [noncount] Brit 

1 : paper that is shiny on one side like silver and that is used 
for wrapping food (such as chocolate) 

2 : SILVER FOIL 

Silver-plated adj : covered with a thin layer of silver ■ a 
silver-plated tray 

silver screen noun 

the silver screen old-fashioned 1 : a screen in a movie the¬ 
ater ■ one of the greatest films ever to hit the silver screen 
[=one of the greatest films ever shown in movie theaters] 
2 : movies in general ■ stars of the silver screen [=movie 
stars] 

Sil*ver«smith Ailva^smiG/ noun, pi -smiths [count] : a 
person who makes things out of silver 
Silver Star noun, pi ■— Stars [count] : a U.S. military award 
that is given to a soldier who is extremely brave in battle — 
called also Silver Star Medal 

sil-ver—tongued /'silvaitAijd/ adj : able to speak in a way 
that makes other people do or believe what you want them 
to do or believe ■ a silver-tongued politician 
sil-ver-ware /'silva 1 ,wea>/ noun [ noncount ] 

1 : objects (such as forks, knives, spoons, dishes, teapots, 
etc.) for serving food and drink that are made of or covered 
with silver 

2 US : forks, knives, and spoons that are made of stainless 
steel, plastic, etc. — called also flatware 

3 Brit, informal : something (such as a large cup or trophy) 
that is given as a prize in a sports contest ■ The team has gone 
two seasons without winning any silverware. 

Si I* very /'silvari/ adj [more most ~] literary 

1 : shiny and white or light gray in color like silver ■ a pond 
full of silvery fish ■ a dress of silvery gray/white silk ■ Silvery 
light reflected off the water. 

2 of sound : high, clear, soft, and pleasant ■ The violinist 
played with a bright, silvery tone. • a singer with a beautiful 
silvery voice 

1 sim*i*an /'simijan/ adj 

1 technical : of or relating to monkeys or apes ■ a study of 
simian viruses 

2 literay : like a monkey or ape • his simian facial features 
2 simian noun, pi -arts [count] technical : a monkey or ape 


sim«i«lar /'simala 1 / adj [more most ~]: almost the same as 
someone or something else • Our cats are similar in size/col¬ 
or/appearance. • You two look very/quite similar to each 
other. ■ They had similar experiences growing up, even 
though they came from vastly different backgrounds. ■ We 
got remarkably/strikingly similar results. ■ I was going to say 
something similar. • I would have reacted in a similar way if 
it had happened to me. — opposite DISSIMILAR 
Sim-Mar*i*ty /.sima'lerati/ noun, pi -ties : a quality that 
makes one person or thing like another [count] I doubt that 
these words are related beyond a similarity in sound. ■ The 
books share a similarity of ideas. ■ I see a lot of similarities in 
them. — often + between • Have you noticed a similarity be¬ 
tween these movies? ■ We discussed the similarities between 
the author’s books, [noncount] Looking at these fossils, I see 
some similarity to modern-day birds. ■ I see very little simi¬ 
larity between your situation and his. ■ Both women have two 
children and like sports but there the similarity ends. [=they 
are not alike in other ways] 

Sim*i*lar*ly /'simalaJi/ adv 

1 [more most ~] : in a similar way : in almost the same 
way ■ My friend and I were similarly affected by the new tax 
law. ■ The houses are decorated similarly. 

2 — used to say that two situations, actions, statements, etc., 
are alike ■ People still painted after photography became 
popular. Similarly [=likewise], there will still be people who 
prefer to shoot on film even after digital cameras become the 
norm. 

Sim*i*le /'simali/ noun, pi -les grammar : a phrase that uses 
the words like or as to describe someone or something by 
comparing it with someone or something else that is similar 
[count] “She’s as fierce as a tiger” is a simile , but “She’s a tiger 
when she’s angry” is a metaphor, [noncount] What do you 
think of the author’s use of simile ? — compare metaphor 
1 sim*mer /'sitmr/ verb -mers; -mered; -mer-ing 

1 : to cook (something) so that it is almost boiling for a cer¬ 
tain period of time [+ obj] Simmer the stew for 40 minutes 
or until the sauce has thickened. ■ The chicken was sim¬ 
mered in a cream sauce, [no obj] Let the stew simmer (for) 
40 minutes. 

2 [no obj] a : to be filled with a strong feeling that is diffi¬ 
cult to control or hide — usually + with ■ He was simmering 
with anger/resentment, b : to be felt strongly by someone 
without being directly shown or expressed • Anger simmered 
inside him. 

3 [no obj] : to continue for a long time without producing a 
definite result ■ The dispute simmered for years before any 
progress was made. ■ It’s a debate that has simmered for 30 
years and is likely to continue. ■ simmering conflicts/contro¬ 
versies • Long -simmering tensions between the two groups 
eventually sparked violence. 

4 [no obj] : to develop slowly ■ The idea for my novel sim¬ 
mered in my mind for quite some time. 

simmer down [phrasal verb] : to become calm after being 
very angry or excited ■ After he simmered down , we were 
able to work out a solution to the problem. 1 “Simmer 
down\ I was just joking. Don’t take it so personally.” 
2 simmer noun [singular] : a state of simmering : a way of 
cooking that is close to boiling ■ Bring the mixture to a sim¬ 
mer. 

Sim-per /'simpa-/ verb -pers; -pered; -per-ing 

1 [no obj] : to smile in a way that is not sincere or natural ■ 
He simpered and smirked while he talked to the boss. 

2 [+ obj] : to say (something) in a way that is not sincere or 
natural ■ She simpered that she had gone to all this trouble 
for a reason. 

— simper noun [singular] ■ an annoying simper — simper¬ 
ing adj • a simpering reporter 

sinvple /^impal/ adj sim«pler; -plest [or more most ~] 

1 ; not hard to understand or do ■ a simple task ■ The solu¬ 
tion to the problem was relatively simple. • The answer is re¬ 
ally quite simple. ■ a simple [straightforward] explanation ■ a 
simple recipe ■ There are three simple steps/rules to follow. 1 
The camera is simple to use. ■ The directions seem simple 
enough. [=seem fairly simple] ■ Just press the button. It is as 
simple as that. = Just press the button. It is that simple. • 
Don’t go into too much detail in the report. Just keep it sim¬ 
ple and to the point. 

2 : having few parts : not complex or fancy ■ The engine has 
a simple [=bctsic] design. • a simple machine • The melody is 
very simple. ■ She wore a simple [-plain, unadorned] black 
dress. • We don’t want to spend a lot of money on the party. 
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so we’re keeping it simple. [=we’re not having an extravagant 
party] 

3 always used before a noun : not special or unusual : ordi¬ 
nary ■ simple folks ■ I’m a simple farmer just trying to make 
a living. ■ He enjoys the simple pleasure of spending time 
with his wife and kids after work. ■ Relaxing on the beach 
and watching the sunset is one of life’s simple pleasures. 

4 always used before a noun : complete and total — used for 
emphasis ■ I watch what I eat, but the simple truth is that I 
can’t resist chocolate. ■ The simple fact is that he did not 
study for the exam. ■ I don’t want to go for the simple reason 
that [= because] I’m very tired. 

5 grammar, of a sentence : having only one main clause and 
no additional clauses ■ “Last summer was unusually hot” is a 
simple sentence. 

6 old-fashioned : not very intelligent ■ a mentally simple man 

■ She looked at me as if I were simple, 
pure and simple see pure 

the simple life -4- If you live the simple life , you do not own 
many things or use many modem machines and you usual¬ 
ly live in the countryside. ■ He lives in a small cabin and en¬ 
joys the simple life. 

Simple fracture noun, pi ~ -tures [count] medical : a 
break in a bone in which no parts stick out through the skin 

— compare compound fracture 

Simple interest noun [noncount] finance : interest paid 
only on the original amount of money and not on the inter¬ 
est it has already earned — compare compound interest 
sim-ple*mind-ed /.simpal'maindad/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not very intelligent ■ a superstitious and very simplemind- 
ed man ■ He took a simpleminded approach to the problem. 

2 : having or showing a lack of good sense or judgment ■ a 
simpleminded [=stupid, silly] mistake 

sim-ple-ton /'simpaltan/ noun, pi -tons [count] old- 
fashioned : someone who is not very intelligent or who does 
not have or show good sense or judgment ■ The instructions 
were so complicated I felt like a complete simpleton. 
sim*plic*i*ty /sim'plisati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : the quality of being easy to understand or use 

■ People like the simplicity of the instructions/camera. ■ For 
simplicity’s sake [=to make it simpler and easier], we have 
rounded off the numbers to the nearest whole number. = We 
have rounded off the numbers for the sake of simplicity. 

2 a [noncount] : the state or quality of being plain or not fan¬ 
cy or complicated ■ the simplicity of the music/writing/de¬ 
sign b [count] : something that is simple or ordinary but en¬ 
joyable — usually plural ■ He loved the simplicities of 
country life. 

3 [noncount] : something that is easy to do ■ Making the dish 
is simplicity itself. [=very easy] 

sim-pli*fy /'simpla.fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing [+ obj] : to 
make (something) easier to do or understand ■ Microwave 
ovens have simplified cooking. ■ The new software should 
simplify the process. • The forms have been simplified. 

— simplified ad) [more most ~] ■ Can you explain the 
problem in more simplified terms? ■ a simplified version of 
the instructions — sim-pli-fi-ca-tion /.simpbfa'keijan/ 
noun, pi -tions [count, noncount] ■ Voters are pushing for 
simplification of the tax code. 

sim-plis-tic /sim'phstik/ adj [more most ~] disapproving 
: too simple : not complete or thorough enough : not treat¬ 
ing or considering all possibilities or parts ■ a simplistic ap¬ 
proach to a complicated problem ■ His interpretation of the 
theory was too simplistic. • simplistic thinking 

— sim-plis-ti-caMy /sim'phstikli/ adv ■ He described the 
problem too simplistically. 

sirrvply /'simpli/ adv 

1 a : nothing more than : only, merely, or just ■ Simply add 
water to the mix and stir. ■ Simply click on the computer 
icon and follow the directions. ■ If he continues to bother 
you, simply ignore him. ■ You can order new checks simply 
by calling or going online. ■ It is simply a matter of time be¬ 
fore something goes wrong, b : without any question — 
used to stress the simple truth of a description or statement ■ 
That is simply [=just] not true. ■ The opera was simply mar¬ 
velous. ■ She simply can’t sing. ■ I simply could not decide 
which one I wanted. ■ She simply does not understand the 
work that is involved. ■ There is simply not enough time to 
visit everyone. ■ We want to buy the car, but we simply can’t 
afford it. ■ He is, quite simply, one of the best players ever to 
play the game. ■ Quite simply, the countryside is beautiful. 

2 a : in way that is clear and understandable ■ The instruc¬ 


tions are simply written, b : in a way that is plain or not 
fancy or complicated ■ She dresses simply. ■ simply drawn fig¬ 
ures ■ He lived simply on the farm. C : in a way that is direct 
and uses few words ■ The diner is called simply “Joe’s.” ■ 
“Sorry, I can’t help you,” he said simply. ■ The problem, put 
simply, is money. ■ Simply put, the movie was horrible. ■ Sim¬ 
ply speaking, he’s not capable of doing the job. 
sim*U*late /'simjadeit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -lat-ing [+ obj] 
: to look, feel, or behave like (something) ■ The wall surface 
is made to simulate stone. = The wall surface simulates stone. 

■ The model will be used to simulate the effects of an earth¬ 
quake. ■ The material simulates [-imitates] the look and feel 
of real fur. 

Simulated adj : made to look, feel, or behave like some¬ 
thing : not real ■ simulated leather ■ They are trained in sim¬ 
ulated combat. ■ Dummies are used in simulated car crashes. 
sim-U-la-tion /,simj3'leij3n/ noun, pi -tions : something 
that is made to look, feel, or behave like something else espe¬ 
cially so that it can be studied or used to train people [count] 

— often + of ■ a computer simulation of spaceflight ■ simula¬ 
tions of body movements ■ a simulation of the planet’s surface 
[noncount] They use computer simulation to predict weather 
conditions. 

sim-u-la-tor /'simjs^eita 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] : a ma¬ 
chine that is used to show what something looks or feels like 
and is usually used to study something or to train people ■ a 
flight simulator used by pilots ■ an earthquake simulator 
si-mul-cast /'saimd^ksst, Brit 'simsljkaist/ verb -casts; 
-cast; -cast-ing [+ obj ]: to broadcast (a program) by radio 
and television at the same time ■ The network will simulcast 
the game on its radio and television stations. — often used as 
(be) simulcast ■ The President’s speech will be simulcast this 
afternoon. 

— simulcast noun, pi -casts [count] ■ a TV/radio simulcast 
of the concert 

si-mul-ta-neous /isaimsl'temijss, Brit ^imsl'temiss/ adj 
: happening at the same time ■ The two gunshots were simul¬ 
taneous. • simultaneous events — often + with ■ The release 
of the new album will be simultaneous with the release of the 
DVD. 

— si*mul*ta-neous-ly adv ■ The speech will be broadcast 
simultaneously on radio and TV. 

1 sin /'sm/ noun, pi sins 

1 : an action that is considered to be wrong according to re¬ 
ligious or moral law [count] He committed the sin of steal¬ 
ing. ■ Murder is a sin. ■ I confessed my sins, [noncount] We 
are not free from sin. • a world of sin — see also cardinal 

SIN, DEADLY SIN, MORTAL SIN, ORIGINAL SIN, VENIAL SIN 

2 [count] : an action that is considered to be bad — usually 
singular ■ It’s a sin to waste food. — see also BESETTING sin 
(as) guilty/miserable/ugly as sin informal : very guilty/ 

miserable/ugly ■ Even though he was acquitted, most peo¬ 
ple think he is guilty as sin. ■ That house is as ugly as sin. 
for your sins chiefly Brit, humorous — used to say that you 
are doing something unpleasant, difficult, etc., as a form of 
punishment ■ For my sins , I was made chairman of the 
board. 

live in sin see ‘live 

2 Sin verb sins; sinned; sirwiing [no obj] : to do something 
that is considered wrong according to religious or moral law 
: to commit a sin • Forgive me, for I have sinned. 

1 Since /'sms/ prep : in the time after (a specified time or event 
in the past) : from (a point in the past) until the present time 

■ I haven’t seen him since yesterday. ■ I haven’t eaten since 
breakfast. ■ Since the party, she has not spoken to him at all. 

■ The company has been in its present location since the be¬ 
ginning of the century. ■ We’ve been waiting for you since 10 
o’clock. ■ We have been friends since [=ever since] college. ■ 
The company started as a small local business 10 years ago 
and has grown a lot since then, [-within that time] ■ The 
house was built in 1919. Since that time [=from 1919 to the 
present], it has changed owners several times. 

since the year one see year 

since when? — used to show that you are surprised and of¬ 
ten angry, annoyed, or doubtful about what someone has 
said or done ■ “I’m a vegetarian." “ Since when ?“ ■ “You told 
me to do it.” "Since when did you start listening to me?” ■ 
Since when is it okay to cheat? 

2 since coty 

1 : in the period after the time when ■ We’ve played better 
since you joined the team. ■ He has had two jobs since he 
graduated. 



since • single 


1524 


2 : from the time in the past when ■ I have wanted to be a pi¬ 
lot since [-ever since ] I was a child. ■ He hasn’t ridden a bike 
since he was a boy. ■ ( US ) It has been over 10 years since I last 
visited Europe. = (Brit) It is over 10 years since I last visited 
Europe. ■ They haven’t won a championship since Truman 
was President. 

3 — used to introduce a statement that explains the reason 
for another statement ■ Since you’ve finished all your chores, 
you may go out and play. ■ Should we invite someone else 
since he can’t go? 

3 since adv 

1 : from a past time until now ■ He moved to New York one 
year ago and has lived there since. [=(more commonly) ever 
since ] 

2 : after a time in the past ■ She graduated four years ago 
and has since married. ■ He left home two years ago and has 
since become a soldier. 

3 : before the present time ■ I received your letter some time 
since. [=(more commonly) ago] — see also long since at 
2 long 

sin-cere /sin'siay adj sin-cer-er; -est [or more most ~] 

1 : having or showing true feelings that are expressed in an 
honest way ■ He sounded sincere in his promises. ■ She 
seemed sincere in her commitment to finish school. 

2 : genuine or real: not false, fake, or pretended ■ She has a 
sincere interest in painting. ■ He showed a. sincere concern for 
her health. ■ Her apology was sincere. ■ He made a sincere at¬ 
tempt/effort to quit smoking. ■ Please accept our sincere 
thanks. — opposite insincere 

— sin-cer-i-ty /sin'serati/ noun [noncount] • Some people 
are questioning the sincerity of her promises. ■ Her apology 
was spoken with sincerity. • In all sincerity [=in all honesty], 
we could not have done this project without your help. 

sin-cere-ly /sin'siali/ adv 

1 : genuinely or truly : in a sincere or truthful way ■ He sin¬ 
cerely apologized for breaking the vase. ■ Do you sincerely 
[-really] believe that the country is better off now? ■ I sin¬ 
cerely hope that you do a better job next time. ■ I am sincere¬ 
ly sorry for your loss. ■ He tried sincerely to make up for his 
mistake. 

2 *> Sincerely, yours sincerely , and (chiefly US) sincerely 
yours are often used at the end of a formal letter before the 
sender’s signature. 

Sine /'sain/ noun, pi sines [count] geometry : the ratio be¬ 
tween the long side (called the hypotenuse) and the side that 
is opposite to an acute angle in a right triangle 
si*ne-cure /'sain^kja/ noun, pi -cures [count] formal : a 
job or position in which someone is paid to do little or no 
work 

si*ne qua non /,sim ,k wa:'na:n/ noun, pi ~ nons [count] 
formal : something that is absolutely needed ■ Patience is a 
sine qua non for this job. 

sin-ew /'sinju:/ noun, pi -ews [count, noncount ]: strong tis¬ 
sue that connects muscles to bones ■ cutting through bone 
and sinew — often used figuratively ■ the sinews of power 
sin-ewy /'sinjawi/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : having strong and lean muscles ■ sinewy arms ■ The lion 
has a sinewy body. — sometimes used figuratively ■ sinewy 
writing 

2 : tough and difficult to cut or chew ■ a sinewy piece of 
meat 



Sin*ful /'sinfal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : wrong according to religious or moral law ■ a sinful act 
[=an act that is a sin] ■ It is sinful to steal. 

2 : very bad or wicked ■ sinful people 

3 informal : extremely enjoyable in a way that makes you 
feel guilty ■ a sinful chocolate cake 

— sin-ful-ly adv ■ They acted sinfully. • The cake is sinfully 
delicious. ■ sinfully rich chocolate — sin-ful-ness noun 
[noncount] 

sinq /'sirj/ verb sings; sang /’seer)/ or sung /'saq/; sung; 
sing-ing 

1 : to use your voice to make musical sounds in the form of 
a song or tune [no obj ] She sings in the choir. ■ The children 
danced and sang. ■ She sings beautifully. ■ He sang softly to 
the baby. • She’s a great actress, and she can dance and sing, 
too. [+ obj] We all stood and sang the national anthem. ■ He 
sang a tune to us. = He sang us a tune. ■ I can’t sing the high 
notes. ■ She sang the baby to sleep. [=she sang to the baby un¬ 
til it fell asleep] 

2 [no obj ] : to make pleasant sounds that sound like music ■ 
Do you hear the birds singing ? 


3 [no obj ]: to make a high-pitched whistling sound ■ The ket¬ 
tle sang on the stove. ■ The bullet sang past his helmet. 
sing a different tune see 'tune 

sing along [phrasal verb ] : to sing a song together with 
someone who is already singing or with a recording of the 
song ■ If you know the words, sing along (with us). ■ He 
loves to sing along with the radio. — see also sing-along 
sing of [phrasal verb] sing of (someone or something) liter¬ 
ary + old-fashioned : to speak or write about (someone or 
something) especially with enthusiasm ■ The poet sang of 
knights and medieval times. 

sing out [phrasal verb ] sing out or sing out (something) or 
sing (something) out 1 : to say or shout something loudly 
■ If you need any help, just sing out. • The children sang out 
[=cried out ] “good morning” to the teacher. ■ The crowd 
sang out insults. 2 : to sing something loudly ■ The singer 
stopped and the crowd sang out the rest of the chorus. 
sing someone’s/something’s praises or sing the praises 
of someone/something : to say good things about some¬ 
one or something ■ His patients all sing his praises. • They 
were singing the praises of their new equipment. 

— singing noun [noncount] • What beautiful singing. • folk 
singing ■ There was singing and dancing all night long. 
— singing adj ■ She has a wonderful singing voice. ■ His 
singing career is ruined. 

Sing, abbr singular 

Sing—along / , sirj3,la:ij/rtowrt > p/-alongs [count] : an infor¬ 
mal occasion or event at which people sing songs together ■ a 
Christmas sing-along — called also (Brit) singsong; see also 
sing along at sing 

singe /'sincfe/ verb sing-es; singed; singe-ing [+ obj ]: to 

burn (something) slightly ■ The flame singed his hair. = His 
hair was singed by the flame. ■ The wood was singed by the 
candle. 

sing*er /'sirjay noun, pi -ers [count] : someone who sings ■ 
My sister is a pretty good singer .; especially : a performer 
who sings ■ He is the lead singer in the band. ■ a country/op¬ 
era/pop/rock singer — see also folksinger, torch sing¬ 
er 

singer—songwriter noun, pi -ers [count] : a performer 
who writes songs and sings them 
1 sin«ale /'sujgai/ adj 

1 always used before a noun : not having or including anoth¬ 
er : only one ■ They lost by a single point. [=they lost by one 
point] ■ A single shoe was found. ■ It costs $10 for a single 
glass of wine! ■ a single serving of carrots ■ He earns $2,000 in 
a single week. ■ There is a single [-uniform] standard for men 
and women. — sometimes used to emphasize the largeness 
or importance of something ■ The fingerprint turned out to 
be the single most important piece of evidence. ■ Tobacco is 
the single greatest/largest/biggest industry in the state. ■ 
Drunk driving is the greatest/largest/biggest single killer of 
high school students. — sometimes used in negative state¬ 
ments to emphasize that there is a complete lack of some¬ 
thing ■ Not a single cookie was left. ■ Not a single sound was 
heard. ■ I could not hear a single word of what he said. ■ We 
didn’t get a single reply. 

2 : not married or not having a serious romantic relationship 
with someone ■ a club for single [-unattached, unmarried] 
people ■ Are you single ? ■ a single parent/mother/father [-a 
mother or father who takes care of a child alone] 

3 — used for emphasis after words Like any, each, every, etc. 
• He has more home runs than any other single player. 
[=than any other player] ■ These laws apply to each single cit¬ 
izen. ■ I drink milk every single day. ■ She can’t watch him ev¬ 
ery single minute. 

4 always used before a noun : made for one person to use ■ I 
stayed in a single room. ■ I slept in a single bed. [=(US ) twin 
bed] 

5 Brit : one-way ■ a single ticket ■ How much is the single 
fare? 

2 single noun, pi sin-gles 

1 [count] : an unmarried person and especially one who is 
young and socially active — usually plural ■ The party is for 
singles. — often used before another noun ■ a singles bar/ 
club 

2 [count] a baseball : a hit that allows the batter to reach 
first base ■ He hit a single to right field. — compare double, 
home RUN, triple b cricket : a hit that scores one run 

3 singles [plural] : a game of tennis or a similar sport that is 
played between two players ■ Do you want to play singles or 
doubles? • a singles match 
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4 [count] : a music recording having one main song and 
sometimes one or more other songs ■ I bought the single 
also : one song from a recording that includes many songs ■ 
Have you heard the latest single from the album? ■ The song 
was released as a single before the album came out. 

— compare album 

5 [count] : a room in a hotel, inn, etc., for one person ■ The 
hotel has only singles available. — compare double 

6 [count] US : a one-dollar bill ■ Do you have five singles for 
this five? 

7 [count] Brit: a one-way ticket ■ A single to Bath, please. 
3 single verb singles; sin.gled; sin.gling [no obj]: to hit a 

single in baseball ■ He singled to right field. 
single out [phrasal verb] single out (someone or something) 
or single (someone or something) out: to treat or to speak 
about (someone or something in a group) in a way that is 
different from the way you treat or speak about others ■ 
The teacher singled him out as the only student to get a 
perfect score on the test. ■ The coach singled out the play¬ 
ers who played poorly. ■ The reviewer singled her perfor¬ 
mance out for praise/criticism. — often used as (be) sin¬ 
gled out ■ She was singled out for special treatment. 

Single bond noun, pi ~ bonds [count] technical : a chem¬ 
ical bond in which two atoms in a molecule share one pair of 
electrons — compare double bond, triple bond 
Si n»gle—breastfed /'sirjgal'brestsd/ adj, of a coat, jacket, 
or suit : having one row of buttons ■ He wore a single- 
breasted blazer. — compare double-breasted 
sin-gle—deck-er /'siggal'deka*/ noun, pi -ers [count] Brit 
: a bus that has only one level — often used before another 
noun • a single-decker bus —compare double-decker, 
TRIPLE-DECKER 

Single digits noun [plural] chiefly US : a number or per¬ 
centage that is 9 or less ■ They won the game by single digits. 
[=by 9 points or fewer than 9 points] ■ The state’s unemploy¬ 
ment rate is in the single digits. — called also single figures 

— sin-gle—d ig-it /'siggdl'dicfeit/ adj, always used before a 
noun ■ the state’s single-digit unemployment rate ■ a single¬ 
digit increase 

Single file noun [noncount] : a line of people, animals, or 
things arranged one behind another — used after in ■ They 
stood/walked in single file. 

— single file adv • The students walked single file out of the 
classroom. ■ Boys and girls, please line up single file. 

sin-gle-hand-ed /^iggsl'hsendad/ ad), always used before 
a noun 

1 : done by one person ■ single-handed sailing 

2 : working alone ■ a single-handed sailor 

— single-handed adv ■ He sailed the boat home single- 
handed. — sin-gle—hand-ed-ly adv ■ She raised the chil¬ 
dren single-handedly. [=she raised the children by herself] ■ 
He is credited with almost single-handedly saving the com¬ 
pany from bankruptcy. 

Single malt noun, pi ~ malts [count, noncount] : a kind of 
whiskey that comes from one place and that is not blended 
with other kinds of whiskey — often used before another 
noun * single-malt Scotch 

Single market noun [singular] economics : a group of 
countries that have an agreement which allows goods to be 
moved, bought, or sold between them very easily ■ the Euro¬ 
pean Union’s single market 

Sin-gle—mind*ed Asiggal'maindad/ adj [more most ~] 
: having only one purpose, goal, or interest: focused on one 
thing ■ He worked with single-minded dedication/determina¬ 
tion/devotion to help the poor. ■ She is very single-minded 
and determined to succeed. 

— sin-gle—mind-ed-ly adv ■ He is single-mindedly devoted 
to his job. — sin-gle—mind-ed-ness noun [noncount] 

sin-glet /'siggtat/ noun, pi -glets [count] chiefly Brit : a shirt 
that has no sleeves or collar and that is worn for playing 
sports 

sin-gly /'sujgali/ adv, formal : without another ■ The birds 
can be seen singly or in groups. ■ The books in the set cannot 
be sold singly. [=(more commonly) individually] 
sing-song /'su],sa:i]/ noun, pi -songs 

1 [singular] : a way of speaking in which the sound of your 
voice rises and falls in a pattern ■ They spoke in a singsong. 

— often used before another noun ■ a singsong voice 

2 [count] Brit : sing-along 
1 sin-gu-lar /'sirjgjaW adj 

1 grammar : showing or indicating no more than one thing ■ 
In the phrase “his car is red," the word "car" is a singular 


noun. ■ “Walks" in “she walks everyday" is a singular verb. 

— abbr. sing.; compare plural 

2 a formal : better or greater than what is usual or normal ■ 
the singular [-exceptional] beauty of the landscape ■ Her fa¬ 
ther noticed her singular [-unique] talent for music. ■ the sin¬ 
gular [=remarkable] importance of the discovery ■ She 
showed a singular [-noticeable, obvious] lack of interest, b 
literary : strange or odd ■ He had a singular appearance. ■ sin¬ 
gular customs 

— sin-gu-lar-ly adv ■ a.singularly important discovery ■ Pas¬ 
sion was singularly [-noticeably] lacking in his music. 

2 singular noun 

the singular : a form of a word that is used to refer to one 
person or thing ■ "Wolf’ is the singular and “wolves” is the 
plural. ■ “Mouse" is the singular of “mice." ■ The verb 
should be in the singular. ■ Rewrite the sentence in the sin¬ 
gular. [=using singular forms of words] 
sin-gu-lar-i-ty /iSiggja'lerati/ noun [noncount] formal : the 
quality of being strange or odd ■ People could not under¬ 
stand the singularity of his imagination. 

Sin-ha-la /sin'ha.la/ noun [noncount ]: Sinhalese 2 
Sin-ha-lese /,sinh9'li:z/ noun, pi Sinhalese 

1 [count] : a member of a group of people who live in Sri 
Lanka 

2 [noncount] : the language of the Sinhalese people ■ He 
speaks Sinhalese. 

- Sinhalese adj 

Sin-iS-ter /'sinasta*/ adj [more most ~]: having an evil ap¬ 
pearance : looking likely to cause something bad, harmful, 
or dangerous to happen ■ There was something sinister about 
him. ■ He looked sinister. • sinister black clouds 

- sin-is-ter-ly adv 

1 sink /'sirjk/ verb sinks; sank /'saerjk/ or sunk /'sAqk/; 
sunk; sink-ing 

1 a [no obj] : to go down below the surface of water, mud, 
etc. ■ The passengers were rescued from the boat before it 
sank. ■ a sinking ship ■ The rock sank to the bottom of the 
pool. ■ My foot sank into the deep mud. ■ She sank up to her 
knees in the snow, b [+ obj] : to cause (a ship or boat) to go 
down below the surface of water ■ The torpedo sank the ship. 

2 [no obj] : to move down to a lower position ■ The sun sank 
behind the hills. ■ He sanlc to his knees and prayed. [=he 
knelt down and prayed] ■ She sank back into the cozy chair. 

3 [no obj] : to become lower in amount, value, etc. : to de¬ 
cline or decrease ■ The temperature sinks quickly after the 
sun sets. ■ The lake's water level is slowly sinking. ■ His 
strength is slowly sinking. ■ The company’s stock sank after it 
announced that profits were less than expected. ■ The cur¬ 
rency’s value is sinking. 

4 [+ obj] : to use force to cause (something) to go into the 
ground or another surface — often + into ■ He sank [-drove] 
the fence posts into the ground. ■ He sank the ax into the tree. 

■ The nail was sunk all the way into the wall. ■ The cat sank its 
claws into my arm. 

5 [no obj] a : to do something that is morally wrong ■ How 
could you sink [=stoop] to cheating? • I never thought he 
could sink so low. [=do something so wrong] b : to begin to 
feel sad, depressed, etc. ■ She sank into a deep depression. ■ 
Her heart sank [=she became very sad] at the thought of 
moving so far away. ■ With a sinking heart [=with great sad¬ 
ness], she signed the papers to sell the house. ■ She got that 
sinking feeling [=a feeling of dread or discouragement] as 
she viewed the storm damage, c : to go or change to a 
worse or less active state — often + into • The patient sank 
into a coma. ■ He’s sinking fast and won’t live much longer. 

6 [no obj] of a person’s voice : to become quieter • Her voice 
sank to a whisper. [=she began to whisper] 

7 a [no obj] : to become less successful : to move toward 
failure ■ The company is sinking under the weight of heavy 
debt. [=the company is failing because it has too much debt] 
b [+ obj] : to cause (someone or something) to fail ■ Bad 
weather sank their plans for a picnic. ■ If we don’t get that 
money soon, we’ll be sunk. 

8 [+ obj] : to make (a well, shaft, mine, etc.) by digging down 
into the earth • The workers are sinking a well. 

9 [+ obj] : to spend (a lot of money, work, time, etc.) on 
something — + in or into ■ He sank [-invested] five million 
dollars in the new company. ■ He keeps sinking money into 
that old car. ■ She has sunk a lot of work into the project. 

10 [+ obj] : to throw, hit, or roll (a ball) into a hole or basket 

■ He sank [-dropped, holed] the putt. ■ In pool, you need to 
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sink [=pocket\ the eight ball to win. • She sank the jump shot. 
11 [+ obj] chiefly Brit, informal : to drink (something) com¬ 
pletely • They sank [= downed] one more pint before leaving. 
sink in \phrasal verb] : to become completely known, felt, or 
understood ■ I had to tell him what to do over and over be¬ 
fore it finally sank in. ■ The fact that she’s left me still 
hasn’t really sunk in. 

sink like a stone : to sink very suddenly and quickly • The 
ship hit an iceberg and sank like a stone. — often used fig¬ 
uratively "His last movie sank like a stone, 
sink or swim A situation in which you either sink or swim 
is one in which you must succeed by your own efforts or 
fail completely. ■ They left me to sink or swim on my own. ■ 
In this job, it’s sink or swim. 

sink without a trace (US) or Brit sink without trace : to 
sink beneath the water to a place that cannot be seen or 
found ■ The boat sank without a trace. — often used figura¬ 
tively ■ Her first album was a big success, but after that she 
sank without a trace, 
sink your teeth into see tooth 
2 sink noun, pi sinks [count] : a wide bowl that has a faucet 
for water and a drain at the bottom and is usually positioned 
in a counter or on a pedestal • a kitchen sink ■ ( chiefly US) a 
bathroom sink [-(chiefly Brit) washbasin ] — see pictures at 

BATHROOM, KITCHEN 

Sink«er /'sirjka 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a weight used for holding a fishing line or net underwater 

2 baseball : a fast pitch that drops lower as it reaches home 
plate — called also sinker ball 

hook , line and sinker see ‘hook 
sink-hole /'sigk,houl/ noun, pi -holes [count] : a low area 
or hole in the ground that is formed especially when soil and 
rocks are removed by flowing water — sometimes used figu¬ 
ratively * The new highway is a financial sinkhole, ^some¬ 
thing that constantly uses up money, resources, etc.] 
sin-ner /'sina 1 / noun, pi -ners [count] : someone who has 
done something wrong according to religious or moral law 
: someone who has sinned 

Si-no- /'sainou/ combining form : Chinese and • Sino- 
Japanese relations [=relations between China and Japan] 
Sin-U-OUS /'sinjawas/ adj [more most ~] formal + literary 

1 : having many twists and turns ■ a sinuous [=winding] road 
■ sinuous vines 

2 : moving and bending in a smooth and attractive way ■ a 
sinuous dancer ■ She moved with sinuous grace. 

- sin-u-ous-ly adv 

si-nus /'sainas/ noun, pi -nus-es [count] : any of several 
spaces in the skull that connect with the nostrils — usually 
plural ■ My sinuses are blocked. [=they are filled with mucus 
that will not drain properly] — often used before another 
noun ■ a sinus infection/problem 
si-nus-itis /,sainj3'sait3s/ noun [noncount] medical : painful 
swelling of the tissues inside the sinuses 
Sioux /'su:/ noun, pi Sioux /'su:/ [count] : a member of a 
Native American people originally from the north central 
U.S. 



sip /'sip/ verb sips; sipped; sip-ping ; to drink (a liquid) 
slowly by taking only small amounts into your mouth [+ 
obj] She sipped her coffee while she watched the sun rise. 
[no obj] He sipped on the bottle of water. — sometimes + at • 
He sipped at his wine. 

— sip noun, pi sips [count] ■ Have/take a sip of water. 
1 si-phon also sy-phon /'saifan/ noun, pi -phons [count] : a 

bent tube used to move a liquid from one container into an¬ 
other container by means of air pressure 
2 siphon also syphon verb -phons; -phoned; -phon-ing 
[+ obj] 

1 : to move (a liquid) from one container to another by us¬ 
ing a siphon ■ The water needs to be siphoned from the pool. 

— often + off ■ He siphoned off gas from the car’s tank. 

2 : to take and use (something, such as money) for your own 
purpose ■ She illegally siphoned money out of other people’s 
bank accounts. ■ Funds were siphoned from the schools to 
build a new stadium. ■ The large chain stores are siphoning 
profits from the small local stores. 

sir /'s Tr-t noun, pi sirs 

1 [noncount] a — used without a name as a form of polite 
address to a man you do not know • May I help you, sir? ■ 
Sir, your order is ready. — compare ma’am, madam, miss 
b — used without a name as a form of polite address to a 
man of rank or authority (such as a military or police offi¬ 
cer, teacher, or master) ■ “At ease, lieutenant.” “Yes sir, cap¬ 


tain." ■ Sir, I don’t think I was speeding. ■ Sir, can you help 
me with this math problem? • Dinner is ready, sir. 

2 Sir [count] — used without a name as a form of address at 
the beginning of a formal letter ■ Dear Sir or Madam ■ Dear 
Sir/Sirs 

3 Sir [noncount] — used as a title before the name of a 
knight or baronet ■ Sir Lancelot ■ Sir Charles • Sir Elton John 

■ Sir Walter Scott 

4 [noncount] US, informal — used in the phrases no sir and 
yes sir for emphasis, to show surprise, etc. ■ I will not have 
that man in my home, no sir. [=no sirree] ■ That was a won¬ 
derful dinner. Yes sir. [=yes sirree] • “She couldn’t have said 
that to her mom." “ Yes sir, she sure did.” • “The teacher 
caught them kissing.” “A to sirl She did?” 

1 sire /'saja>/ noun, pi sires 

1 [noncount] — used formerly to address a man of rank or 
authority (such as a king or lord) • Your horses are ready, 
sire. [=my lord] 

2 [count] technical : a male parent of some animals (such as 
dogs and horses) ■ the foal's sire — compare ’dam 

2 sire verb sires; sired; sir-ing [+ obj] 

1 of an animal : to become the father of (an animal) ■ The 
horse sired several champion racers. 

2 old-fashioned : to become the father of (a child) * He sired 
[= fathered] six children. 

si-ren /'sairan/ noun, pi -rens [count] 

1 : a piece of equipment that produces a loud, high-pitched 
warning sound • an ambulance siren ■ the wailing of air-raid 
sirens ■ We heard police sirens. [=sirens on police cars] 

2 : a woman who is very attractive but also dangerous 
: temptress ■ a Hollywood siren 

3 Siren : one of a group of female creatures in Greek my¬ 
thology whose singing attracted sailors and caused them to 
sail into dangerous water or toward rocks 

Siren song noun, pi ~ songs [count] : something that is 
very appealing and makes you want to go somewhere or do 
something but that may have bad results — often + of* They 
could not resist the siren song o/fame and money. — called 
also siren call 

Sir-loin /'sa^loin/ noun, pi -loins [count, noncount] : a piece 
of beef from the lower back area of a cow — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ a sirloin steak ■ sirloin tips 
sir-ree also sir-ee /sa'ri:/ noun [noncount] US, informal — 
used in the phrases no sirree and yes sirree for emphasis, to 
show surprise, etc. ■ I won’t let them do it. No sirree. [=no sir] 

■ “Did you like the movie?” “ Yes sirree, I sure did.” 

sis /'sis/ noun [noncount] informal : sister — used as a name 
for your sister especially when you are talking to her • Sis, 
can you help me with this? 

si-sal /'saisal/ noun [noncount] : a strong white fiber made 
from a tropical plant — often used before another noun ■ si¬ 
sal fibers/rope/twine • a sisal rug 
sis-sy also Brit cis-sy /'sisi/ noun, pi sis-sies [count] infor¬ 
mal + disapproving 

1 : a boy who is weak or who likes things that girls usually 
like ■ The other kids laughed at him and called him a sissy 
because he didn’t like sports. 

2 : a person who is weak and fearful ■ Don’t be such a sissy. 
[=wimp] It’s just a frog. 

— sissy adj • He thinks golf is a sissy sport. 

1 sis-ter /'sista*/ noun, pi -ters 

1 [count] : a girl or woman who has one or both of the same 
parents as you ■ my little/younger sister ■ his big/older sister ■ 
She’s my twin sister. - He has two sisters. — compare half 
SISTER, SISTER-IN-LAW, STEPSISTER 

2 informal — used when talking to a woman ■ Sister, you 
have got to relax. ■ Sister, you don’t need him in your life. 

3 or Sister [count] : a member of a religious community of 
women : NUN ■ The sisters live in the convent. — often used 
as a title • the Sisters of St. Joseph ■ Sister Christine — abbr. 
Sr. 

4 [count] : a woman who is from the same group or country 
as you ■ her college sorority sisters • We must support our 
brothers and sisters fighting overseas. ■ She speaks for her 
Asian sisters. 

5 [count] US, informal : a black woman — used especially by 
African-Americans 

6 or Sister [count] chiefly Brit : a nurse in a hospital ward or 
clinic 

- see also weak sister 

2 sister adj, always used before a noun : belonging to the same 
kind or group : having similar qualities or characteristics • 
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The two cruise liners are sister ships. ■ sister companies/ 
schools 

sister city noun, pi ~ cities [count] US : one of two cities 
or towns in different areas that have a special relationship 
and are usually similar in some way ■ A choir from our sister 
city in France is performing here next week. — called also 
C Brit ) twin town 

sis*ter*hood /'sist^ihud/ noun, pi -hoods 

1 [noncount] : the close relationship among women based on 
shared experiences, concerns, etc. ■ The bonds of sisterhood 
have helped unite women to fight for social equality. 

2 [count] : a community or society of women — usually sin¬ 
gular ■ She is a member of the sisterhood.-, especially : a com¬ 
munity of nuns — usually singular ■ Sister Katherine joined 
the sisterhood 10 years ago. 

sis-ter—in—law /'sistaran^a:/ noun, pi sis-ters—in—law 

/'sista-zan^a/ [count] 

1 : the sister of your husband or wife 

2 : the wife of your brother 

SiS'terdy /"sista^i/ adj [more —; most ~] : showing or sug¬ 
gesting the closeness of a sister ■ She gave her brother a sis¬ 
terly kiss on the cheek. ■ She received sisterly support from 
other women. ■ a. sisterly friendship 
Sit /■sit/ verb sits; sat /*s 2 et/; sitting 

”r a [no obj] : to be in a position in which your bottom is rest¬ 
ing on a chair, the ground, etc., especially with your back 
upright ■ He was sitting in a chair next to the window. ■ She 
sat across from me during dinner. ■ The children sat cross- 
legged on the floor playing a game. ■ Are you going to sit 
there and watch TV all day? ■ Don’t just sit there—do/say 
something! ■ You can’t expect young children to sit still [=sit 
without moving around] for that long, b [no obj] : to begin 
to sit: to put yourself in a sitting position ■ He went over and 
sat [=«z/ down] in a chair next to the window. ■ She walked 
around the table and sat across from me. c always followed 
by an adverb or preposition [+ obj] : to cause (someone) to be 
seated : to put (someone) in a sitting position ■ She sat the 
toddler in the chair. 

2 [no obj] a of an animal : to rest with the tail end of the 
body on the floor and the front legs straight ■ The cat likes to 
sit by the window. ■ He taught the dog to sit (on command). ■ 
Sitl Good dog! b of a bird : to rest on the top or the edge of 
something ■ The bird sat on the ledge. 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to be 
or stay in a particular place, position, or condition ■ The lim¬ 
ousine is sitting outside. ■ A vase sat on the table. ■ The sled 
sits unused in the garage during the summer. 

4 [no obj] : to be a member of an official group that has 
meetings ■ She sits on the board of directors. 

5 [no obj] : to meet in order to carry on official business : to 
hold a session ■ The court is now sitting. • Parliament will sit 
for four months. 

6 [no obj] a : to take care of a child while the child’s parents 
are away : babysit ■ She sits for the neighbors' kids. = She 
sits for the neighbors, b : to take care of something while 
the owner is away — usually used in combination ■ Can you 
dog-sit [=take care of my dog] for me this weekend? — see 
also house-sit 

7 [+ obj] US : to have enough seats for (a certain number of 
people) ■ The car sits [=seats] five (people). 

8 [no obj] : to pose for a portrait, photograph, etc. ■ She 
agreed to sit for the painting/painter. 

9 Brit: to take (an examination) [+ obj] Students will sit the 
exam next week, [no obj] The course prepares students to sit 
for the exam. 

sit around also chiefly Brit sit about [phrasal verb] : to 
spend time doing nothing useful ■ He sits around and does 
nothing while I do all the work. ■ She just sits around 
watching television all day. 

sit back [phrasal verb] 1 : to get into a comfortable and re¬ 
laxed position in a chair, seat, etc. ■ Sit back and enjoy the 
ride. 2 : to make no effort to do something ■ He sat back 
and watched us do all the work. ■ How can you just sit back 
and let him insult you like that? 
sit by [phrasal verb] : to make no effort to stop something 
bad or unpleasant from happening ■ We cannot just sit by 
and watch him ruin his life. ■ I won’t sit idly by while he ru¬ 
ins his life! 

sit down [phrasal verb] 1 : to begin to sit : to put yourself 
into a sitting position ■ She called just as we were sitting 
down to eat. ■ Come on in and sit down. [=have a seat] ■ 
Please sit down and be quiet. — sometimes used figurative¬ 


ly ■ We need to sit down and figure this problem out. [=we 
need to give our attention to figuring this problem out] 2 
be sitting down : to be in a sitting position ■ She made sure 
everyone was sitting down before she began. ■ I have some 
shocking news. Are you sitting down ? 3 sit (someone) 

down : to cause (someone) to be seated : to put or get 
(someone) in a sitting position ■ He sat the child down. • 
You need to sit him down and have a talk with him. ■ She 
sat herself down on the couch. 
sit in [phrasal verb] 1 : to take the place of someone who is 
not present ■ The President could not attend the meeting, 
so the Vice President is sitting in. = The Vice President is 
sitting in for the President. 2 sit in on (something) : to at¬ 
tend (something, such as a class or meeting) without offi¬ 
cially participating ■ She’s been asked to sit in on the meet¬ 
ings. ■ I would like to sit in on one of your classes. 
sit on [phrasal verb] sit on (something) informal : to delay 
dealing with or talking about (something) ■ Let’s sit on the 
problem for a while and see if anything changes. • They 
have been sitting on my insurance claim for months! ■ Let’s 
just sit on this news for the time being. 
sit on your hands : to make no effort to deal with or re¬ 
spond to something ■ She accused the administration of sit¬ 
ting on its hands while industries violated the law. 
sit on your laurels see laurel 

sit out [phrasal verb] sit out (something) or sit (something) 
out 1 : to stay in a place and wait for (something) to end ■ 
Though the movie was very boring, he sat it out to see how 
it ended. 2 : to not take part in (something) ■ She sat out 
several dances/practices. ■ You can start the game without 
me. I’m going to sit this one out. 
sit pretty informal : to be in a very good or favorable situa¬ 
tion ■ Our team sits pretty at the top of the rankings. — 
usually used as be sitting pretty • He bought stock in the 
company early on, and now he is sitting pretty, 
sit through [phrasal verb] sit through (something) : to go to 
(something) and stay until the end ■ We had to sit through 
another boring meeting. ■ I can’t believe the kids sat 
through the whole movie. 

sit tight 1 : to not move or change your position : to stay 
where you are ■ Sit tight. I’ll go get help. 2 : to not change 
your situation : to stay in the same situation ■ This isn’t a 
good time to sell a house. Let’s just sit tight and see if the 
market improves. 

sit up [phrasal verb] 1 : to stay awake until late at night ■ 
They sat up talking until almost dawn. 2 : to sit with your 
back very straight ■ Quit slouching and sit up (straight). 3 
sit up or sit (someone) up : to move or help (someone) to 
move into a sitting position 1 He sat up in bed. ■ She sat the 
child up. 

sit up and take notice : to suddenly pay attention to (some¬ 
one or something) ■ The news made them sit up and take 
notice. 

sit well/comfortably (etc.) If something does not sit well/ 
comfortably (etc.) with you, you do not like it. ■ The deci¬ 
sion didn't sit well with him. ■ That attitude doesn’t sit com¬ 
fortably with me. 

Si "tar /si'taaV noun, pi -tars [count] : a musical instrument 
from India that is like a guitar and that has a long neck and a 
round body 

Sit-COITI / , sit,ka:m/ noun, pi -corns [count, noncount] : a 
show that is on television regularly and that is about a group 
of characters who are involved in different funny situations 
— called also situation comedy 

1 Sit-down /'sit'daun /adj, always used before a noun 

1 : done or used while sitting down ■ a sit-down job/interview 
■ a sit-down lawn mower 

2 a : served to people who are sitting down at a table ■ Will 
the reception be a sit-down dinner or a buffet? b : serving 
sit-down meals ■ a sit-down restaurant 

2 sit—down Ait^aun/ noun, pi -downs 

1 [count] : a strike or protest in which a group of people sit 
down to block a road, entrance, etc., and refuse to leave un¬ 
til they are given what they demand ■ The students staged a 
sit-down. — often used before another noun ■ a sit-down 
strike/protest 

2 [count] chiefly US : a meeting held to talk about a problem 
or disagreement ■ The group arranged a sit-down with city 
officials. 

3 [singular] Brit : a short rest while sitting down ■ I need a sit- 
down and a cup of tea. 

1 site /'salt/ noun, pi sites [count] 
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1 : the place where something (such as a building) is, was, or 
will be located ■ Hard hats must be worn on the construction 
site. ■ They visited the site of their future house. ■ The compa¬ 
ny has chosen a new site for its office building. 

2 : a place where something important has happened ■ the 
site of the battle ■ Federal investigators combed through the 
crash site. 

3 : a place that is used for a particular activity • an archaeo¬ 
logical site ■ a nuclear test site 

4 : WEB SITE 

2 site verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition sites; 
sit-ed; sitting [+ obj] formal : to place or build (something) 
in a particular location — usually used as (be) sited • The of¬ 
fice building will be sited on this lot. 

Sit-in /'sit,m/ noun, pi -ins [count] : a strike or protest in 
which people sit or stay in a place and refuse to leave until 
they are given what they demand • The activists staged a sit- 
in at the State House to protest the treatment of prisoners. 
SiMer /'sita 1 / noun, pi -ters [count] 

1 chiefly US : a person who takes care of a child while the 
child’s parents are away ; babysitter ■ They hired a sitter so 
they could go out. 

2 : a person who poses for a portrait or photograph 
1 sit-ting /'situj/ noun, pi -tings [count] 

1 : a period of time during which someone sits and does a 
particular activity ■ I got through the book in one sitting. 

2 : a period of time when a person poses for a portrait or 
photograph ■ He finished the portrait in one sitting. 

3 : a time when a meal is served to a number of people at the 
same time ■ We’ll eat at the second sitting. ■ We have reserva¬ 
tions for the 5:30 sitting. 

4 : a formal meeting of a court of law, a legislature, etc. ■ a 
sitting of the legislature 

2 sitting adj, always used before a noun 

1 : currently holding an office ■ a sitting President ■ a sitting 
member of Parliament 

2 : used in or for sitting ■ a sitting position 

3 : easily hit ■ a sitting target 

Sitting duck noun, pi ducks [count] : a person or thing 
that is easy to hit, attack, trick, etc. ■ The tourists were sitting 
ducks for local thieves. 

Sitting room noun, pi ~ rooms [count ]: living room 
Sitting tenant noun, pi ~ -ants [count] Brit: a person who 
is living in a rented house or apartment and has the legal 
right to stay there 

Sit-U-ate /'siffa.weit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing [+ obj] for¬ 
mal : to place (someone or something) in a particular loca¬ 
tion ■ They decided to situate the new office building near 
the airport. ■ We situated ourselves in the seats nearest the 
exit. — often used figuratively ■ You need to situate the 
events in the proper historical context. 

Situated adj, formal 

1 : located in a particular place ■ The building is situated in 
the bad part of town. ■ Situated above the valley, the house 
offers beautiful views. ■ beautifully/ideally/well situated 

2 : in a particular living situation ■ My parents are not rich, 
but they’re comfortably situated. 

sit«U«a»tion Asitfa’weijan/ noun, pi -tions [count] 

1 : all of the facts, conditions, and events that affect some¬ 
one or something at a particular time and in a particular 
place ■ He’s in a bad/difficult/dangerous situation. ■ You may 
find yourself in a situation where you lose control of the ve¬ 
hicle. ■ How is your financial situation ? ■ I’m worried about 
the current political/economic situation. ■ I’ve been in your 
situation [-position] before, so I think I can help you. ■ My 
parents are retired and in a goo & situation. 

2 : an important or sudden problem ■ I have a situation that I 
have to deal with at the moment. 

3 somewhat formal + old-fashioned : a place or location ■ The 
house is in a wonderful situation overlooking the valley. 

4 old-fashioned : job 1 ■ She found a. situation as a governess. 

Situation comedy noun, pi - dies [count]: sitcom 

Sit—up /'sitiAp/ noun, pi -ups [count] : an exercise in which 

you lie on your back and use your stomach muscles to raise 
the top part of your body to a sitting position ■ She does 50 
sit-ups every morning. — compare 2 CRUNCH 4 
Six /'siks/ noun, pi sixes 

1 [count] : the number 6 

2 [count] : the sixth in a set or series ■ the six of hearts 

3 [noncount] : six o’clock ■ “What time is it?” “It’s six.” ■ I 
leave each day at six. 

at sixes and sevens chiefly Brit, informal : disorganized 


and confused ■ The change left everyone at sixes and sev¬ 
ens. ■ Everything will be at sixes and sevens until our com¬ 
puter system is fixed. 

hit/knock (someone) for six Brit, informal : to have an un¬ 
pleasant and shocking effect on (someone) « The news of 
the accident really hit me for six. 
six of one, half (a) dozen of the other (US) or chiefly Brit 
six of one and half a dozen of the other informal — 
used to say that you do not see any real difference between 
two possible choices ■ “Which do you prefer?" “I don’t 
care; it’s six of one, half a dozen of the other.” 

— six adj ■ six possibilities/hours — six pronoun • Six (of 
them) will be coming tonight. 

Six—figure adj, always used before a noun : in the hundreds 
of thousands : totaling 100,000 or more but less than one 
million ■ a six-figure income/salary 

Six-fold /'siks,fould/ adj : six times as great or as many ■ a 
sixfold increase 

— six-fold /'siks'fould/ adv ■ Membership has increased six¬ 
fold. 

Six-gun /'siks,g/vn/ noun, pi -guns [count] : six-shooter 

Six-pack /'siks,paek/ noun, pi -packs [count] 

1 : a group of six cans or bottles sold together ■ We bought/ 
drank a six-pack. ■ a six-pack of soda/beer 

2 informal : a group of strong and well-shaped muscles that 
can be seen on a person’s stomach ■ Check out his six-pack. ■ 
He has six-pack abs. 

six-pence /'sikspans/ noun, pi sixpence or six-penc-es 

[count] : a coin formerly used in Britain that was worth six 
pennies 

Six— shoot-er /'siksj'uita'/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a type of 
gun (called a revolver) that can hold six bullets — used espe¬ 
cially to describe guns used in the old American West ■ a 
cowboy’s six-shooter — called also six-gun 

Six-teen /,sik'sti:n/ noun, pi -teens [count] : the number 16 

— sixteen adj ■ sixteen years — sixteen pronoun ■ Sixteen 
(of them) will be coming tonight. — six-teenth 
/,sik'sti:n0/ noun, pi -teenths [count] ■ I’ll see you on the 
sixteenth of April. ■ The bill is due on the sixteenth (of the 
month). ■ one sixteenth of the total — sixteenth adj ■ The 
paintings were made in the sixteenth century- ■ He finished 
in sixteenth place. — sixteenth adv ■ She finished sixteenth 
in the race. ■ the nation’s sixteenth largest city 

Sixteenth note noun, pi ~ notes [count] US : a musical 
note equal in time to '/i6 of a whole note — called also (Brit) 
semiQuaver 

1 sixth /'siksG/ noun, pi sixths 

1 [singular] : the number six in a series ■ I’ll be flying in on 
the sixth. [=the sixth day of the month] ■ He got a base hit in 
the sixth. [=the sixth inning] 

2 [count] : one of six equal parts of something ■ Only about a 
sixth of the town voted for her. 

2 SIXth adj : occupying the number six position in a series ■ on 
the sixth day ■ the book’s sixth edition ■ I finished in sixth 
place in the competition. 

— sixth adv ■ She finished sixth in the race. ■ the nation’s 
sixth largest city 

Sixth form noun [singular] Brit : the two final years of sec¬ 
ondary school in Britain for students aged 16 to 18 

— sixth-former noun,pi- mers [count]Brit 

Sixth form college noun, pi ~ -leges [count] Brit : a 
school in Britain providing education for students aged 16 to 
18 

Sixth sense noun [singular] : a special ability to know 
something that cannot be learned by using the five senses 
(such as sight or hearing) ■ She claimed to have a sixth sense 
for knowing when someone was about to call her. 

Six*ty /'siksti/ noun, pi six-ties 

1 [count] : the number 60 

2 sixties [plural] a : the numbers ranging from 60 to 69 b 
: a set of years ending in digits ranging from 60 to 69 ■ She 
likes music from the .sixrf/es. [=from 1960 to 1969] ■ He retired 
when he was in his sixties. 

— six-ti-eth /'sikstija©/ noun, pi -eths [count] • one sixtieth 
of the total — sixtieth adj ■ his sixtieth birthday — sixty 
adj ■ sixty books — sixty pronoun * Sixty (of them) arrived 
this morning. 

siz-able or size-able /'saizabal/ adj : fairly large ■ a sizable 
contribution/donation ■ a sizable portion/percentage/pro¬ 
portion of the population ■ He won by a sizable margin. 

— siz-ably /'saizabli/ adv, chiefly US ■ Costs have increased 
sizably. 
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1 size /'saiz/ noun, pi siz-es 

1 a : the total amount of physical space that a person or 
thing occupies : how large or small someone or something is 
[count] The size of the box is 12 inches long, 6 inches wide, 
and 5 inches tall. ■ The bug was about the size of a dime. ■ 
The twins are the same size. [=height\ ■ The tomatoes haven't 
quite reached their full size. ■ The house is a good size. ■ piec¬ 
es of wood in all shapes and sizes ■ televisions in large and 
small sizes [noncount\ The cars are similar in size, b : the 
total number of people or things in a group [count] I was 
impressed by the size of the audience. • The size of the popu¬ 
lation keeps increasing, [noncount] There is a big difference 
in size between 50 people and a hundred! C [noncount]: the 
very large size of something ■ It’s hard to imagine the can¬ 
yon’s size until you see it in person. ■ You should have seen 
the size of the shark they caught! 

2 [noncount] : a specific size ■ The lumber can be cut fo size. 
[=cut to the specific size you need] 

3 : one of a series of standard measurements in which cloth¬ 
ing, shoes, etc., are made [count] What is your shoe size? ■ 
The dress is a size 12. ■ Do you have this dress in a larger size? 
■ She’s a size six. [=the clothes that fit her are size six] [non¬ 
count] Try this shoe on for size. [=try this shoe on to see if it 
is the correct size] 

down to size If people cut/bring (etc.) you down to size, 
they make you realize that you are not as powerful and im¬ 
portant as you thought you were. ■ He thinks he’s so smart! 
I wish someone would cut him down to size, 
that’s about the size of it informal — used to say that what 
has been stated about a situation is correct ■ “So there’s no 
chance of getting finished on time?” “IJiat’s about the size 
of it. I’m afraid.” 

— compare 4 size 

2 size verb sizes; sized; siz-ing [+obj\ 

1 : to make (something) a particular size ■ The jeweler sized 
the ring (up/down) to fit her finger. 

2 : to arrange or classify (things) in different groups accord¬ 
ing to size — usually used as (be) sized • Men’s pants are sized 
in inches. 

size up [phrasal verb] size (something or someone) up or 
size up (something or someone) informal : to consider 
(something or someone) in order to form an opinion or 
conclusion ■ The news media has been sizing the candi¬ 
dates up. ■ She quickly sized up the situation. 

— compare 5 size 

3 Size adj : having a specified size — used in combination ■ 
medium-size cars • a decent-size house 
4 size noun [noncount] : sizing — compare ‘size 
5 size verb sizes; sized; siz-ing [+ obj ]: to cover (something, 
such as paper) with a sticky substance (called sizing) in order 
to make it stiff or smooth or to attach something else to it 

— compare 2 size 

sized /'saizd/ adj : having a specified size — used in combi¬ 
nation ■ a small-size^ dog • a modest-size^/ apartment 
Sizing noun [noncount] : a sticky substance that is used to 
make a material (such as paper) stiff or smooth or to attach 
something (such as wallpaper) to a surface — called also size 
siz-zle /'sizal/ verb siz-zles; siz-zled; siz-zling [no obj] 

1 : to make a hissing sound like the sound water makes 
when it hits hot metal ■ bacon sizzling in the pan 

2 chiefly US, informal : to be very exciting, romantic, etc. ■ 
Their romance sizzled throughout the whole summer. ■ The 
book sizzles with excitement. 

— sizzle noun [singular] • I heard the sizzle of frying bacon. 
siz*zler /'sizla 1 / noun, pi -zlers [count] US, informal 

1 : a very hot day ■ It looks like tomorrow’s going to be an¬ 
other sizzler. 

2 : something that is very exciting, thrilling, sexy, etc. ■ a siz¬ 
zler of a movie 

Sizzling adj, chiefly US, informal 

1 : very hot ■ a sizzling summer 

2 : very exciting, romantic, etc. ■ a sizzling love affair 

ska /'ska:/ noun [noncount] : a type of fast popular music 
that combines elements of traditional Caribbean rhythms 
and jazz 

Skank /'skaeqk / noun, pi skanks [count] chiefly US, informal 
+ impolite : a person and especially a woman who is very sex¬ 
ually active or dresses in an overly sexual way ■ She was 
dressed like a skank. 

— skanky /'skiepki/ adj skank-i-er; -est 

1 skate /'skeit/ noun, pi skates [count] : a kind of shoe with 
blades or wheels on the bottom that allow you to glide or roll 


on a surface: such as a : ice skate b : roller skate c 
: in-line skate 

get/put your skates on Brit, informal — used to tell some¬ 
one to hurry 
— compare 3 skate 


in-line skate 



figure skate 


hockey skate 


2 skate verb skates; skat-ed; skat-ing 

1 : to move or glide over a surface on skates [no obj] hockey 
players skating into position ■ Couples skated around the 
rink. [ 4 - obj] She skated an excellent program in the compe¬ 
tition. 

2 [no obj] : to ride or perform tricks on a skateboard • We 
skate at the park. 

3 [no obj] : to move or glide quickly along a surface ■ The 
bugs skated along the surface of the water. 

skate over/around [phrasal verb] skate over/around (some¬ 
thing) : to avoid talking about (something) especially be¬ 
cause it is difficult to talk about or embarrassing ■ He skat¬ 
ed over the issue/question. 

— skat-er /'skeita^/ noun, pi -ers [count] ■ She’s a very good 
skater. ■ Olympic ice skaters 

3 skate noun, pi skates [count, noncount] : a type of fish that 
has a flat, wide body and a long narrow tail — compare 
‘skate 

1 Skate-board / l skeit,boa , d/ noun, pi 
-boards [count] : a short board that is 
on wheels and that a person stands on 
to move along a surface or to perform 
tricks 

2 skateboard verb -boards; -board- 
ed; -board-ing [no obj] : to ride or 
perform tricks on a skateboard ■ He 
skateboards to school every day. 

- skate-board-er /'skeibboa-da-/ 
noun, pi -board-ers [count] 

— skateboarding noun [noncount] 

■ Skateboarding is not allowed in the 
parking lot. 

skate park noun, pi ~~ parks [count] 
chiefly US : a place with special struc¬ 
tures and surfaces on which people 
can roller-skate or skateboard 



skating noun [noncount] : the activity or sport of gliding on 
skates or a skateboard ■ No skating is allowed in the parking 
lot. ■ We used to go skating on the pond every winter, 
skating rink noun, pi ~ rinks [count] : an area or place 
that is used for skating 

ske-dad-dle /ski'dsed)/ verb -dad-dles; -dad-died; -dad- 
dling [no obj] informal + humorous : to leave a place very 
quickly 1 I’ve got to skedaddle or I’ll be late, 
skeet shooting /'ski:t-/ noun [noncount] US : the sport of 
shooting at targets (called clay pigeons) that are thrown in 
the air 


skein /'skem/ noun, pi skeins [count] : a long piece of yam 
or thread that is loosely wound — compare hank 
skel-e-tal /'skelatj/ adj 

1 technical : of or relating to a skeleton ■ skeletal muscles ■ 
the skeletal system ■ The archaeologist found skeletal re¬ 
mains. 

2 : very thin • She was skeletal after her illness. 
1 skel-e-ton /'skebtan/ noun, pi -tons [count] 
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1 a : the structure of bones that supports the body of a per¬ 
son or animal ■ They found the fossil skeleton of a mastodon, 
b : a set or model of all the bones in the body of a person ■ 
He hung a plastic skeleton on the door for Halloween. — see 
picture at human 

2 : a very thin person or animal ■ She was a skeleton after her 
illness. 

3 a : the frame of a building ■ Only the charred skeleton of 
the house remained after the fire, b : a basic outline of a 
plan, piece of writing, etc. ■ We saw a skeleton of the report 
before it was published. ■ a skeleton draft 

skeletons in the/your closet or Brit skeletons in the/your 
cupboard informal : something bad or embarrassing that 
happened in your past and that is kept secret ■ He asked if 
she had any skeletons in her closet that might affect her po¬ 
litical campaign. 

2 Skeleton adj : having the smallest possible number of peo¬ 
ple who can get a job done ■ a skeleton crew/staff 
Skeleton key noun, pi ~ keys [count]: a key that is made 
to open many different locks 

skep'tic (US) or Brit scep-tic /'skeptik/ noun, pi -tics 
[count] : a person who questions or doubts something (such 
as a claim or statement) ■ Skeptics have pointed out flaws in 
the researchers’ methods. ■ You can believe in ghosts if you 
like, but I’m still a skeptic. : a person who often questions or 
doubts things ■ He is a skeptic and a cynic, 
skep-ti-cal (US) or Brit scep-ti-cal /'skeptikol/ adj [more 
most ~] : having or expressing doubt about something 
(such as a claim or statement) ■ She’s highly skeptical of/ 
about the researchers’ claims. "I’m skeptical that he can win. 
[=1 doubt he can win] ■ He says he can win, but I remain 
skeptical. • When I said I’d finished my homework early. 
Mom looked skeptical. 

- skep-ti-cal-ly (US) or £ri;scep-ti-cal-ly /'skeptikli/ adv 
• People regarded the claims skeptically. ■ She looked at me 
skeptically. 

skep-ti-cism (US) or Brit scep-ti-cism /'skepta^izam/ 
noun : an attitude of doubting the truth of something (such 
as a claim or statement) [noncount] She regarded the re¬ 
searcher’s claims with skepticism, [singular] It’s good to 
maintain a healthy skepticism about fad diets. 

1 sketCh /'sketfV noun, pi sketch-es [count] 

1 : a quick, rough drawing that shows the main features of 
an object or scene ■ He made/drew a sketch of his house. 

2 : a short description of something ■ He wrote up a sketch of 
the plot. ■ There is a biographical sketch of the author on the 
book’s back cover. ■ She gave us a thumbnail sketch [=short 
description] of the movie’s plot. 

3 : a short, funny performance ■ a comedy sketch 
2 sketch verb sketches; sketched; sketch-ing 

1 : to make a quick, rough drawing of (something) [+ obj] 
He sketched the trees outside his window, [no obj] He likes 
to sit outside and sketch. — often + out ■ He sketched out the 
house’s floor plans. 

2 [+ obj] : to describe (something) briefly ■ She sketched the 
plan for us. — often + out ■ She sketched out the company’s 
financial situation. 

sketch in [phrasal verb] sketch in (something) or sketch 
(something) in : to add (something, such as details) to a 
drawing, description, etc. ■ She looked over her picture 
and then sketched in a few more clouds. ■ The author de¬ 
cided to sketch in some minor characters, 
sketch-book /'sketf,buk/ noun, pi -books [count] : a book 
filled with paper that is used for drawing 
sketch-pad /'skctf,psed/ noun, pi -pads [count] : sketch¬ 
book 

sketchy /'sketfi/ adj sketch-i-er, -est [also more —■ most 

~] 

1 : not complete or clear ■ The details about the accident are 
still a little sketchy. ■ sketchy information/reports • I have 
only a sketchy idea of how it works. 

2 : done quickly without many details • a sketchy drawing 

3 US, informal : likely to be bad or dangerous ■ a sketchy 
neighborhood 

— sketch-i-ly /'sketfali/ adv • a sketchily drawn figure 
— sketch-i-ness /'sketfmas/ noun [noncount] 

Skew /'skju:/ verb skews; skewed; skew-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to change (something) so that it is not true or accurate ■ 
They were accused of skewing the facts to fit their theory. ■ A 
few unusual cases may have skewed the data, [-may have 
made the data show something that is not normal or typical] 

2 : to make (something) favor a particular group of people 


in a way that is unfair ■ He accused them of skewing the rules 
in their favor. — usually used as (be) skewed ; usually + to¬ 
ward ■ The tax cuts are skewed toward the wealthy. 

Skewed adj [more most ~] 

1 : not true or accurate ■ skewed facts ■ The ratio seems 
skewed. 

2 : not straight ■ The line is skewed. 

1 Skew-er /'skjurwa*/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a long pointed 
piece of metal or wood that is pushed through pieces of food 
to keep them together or hold them in place for cooking 
2 skewer verb -ers; -ered; -ering [+ obj] 

1 : to push a skewer through (food) ■ skewer a marshmallow 

2 chicly US, informal: to criticize (someone or something) 
very harshly ■ Critics skewered the movie. 

Skew—whiff /,skju:'wif/ adj [more —/ most ~] Brit, informal 
: not straight : crooked ■ a slightly skew-whiff door — of¬ 
ten used figuratively ■ Their plans went a little skew-whiff . 

1 ski /'ski:/ noun, pi skis [count] 

1 : one of a pair of long narrow pieces of wood, metal, or 
plastic that curve upward slightly in front, are attached to 
shoes, and are used for gliding over snow 

2 : WATER SKI 



2 Ski verb skies; skied; ski-ing : to move or glide on skis 
over snow or water [no obj] He loves to ski. [+ obj] I have 
skied that mountain before. — see also water-ski 
— ski-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ My brother is a very good 
skier. ■ Skiers love fresh snow. 

3 Ski adj, always used before a noun : of, relating to, or used in 
skiing ■ ski equipment/goggles ■ a ski slope ■ She is on her 
school’s ski team. ■ a ski instructor ■ ski resorts/lodges 
Ski boot noun, pi ~ boots [count] : a boot or shoe made to 
be fastened to skis — see picture at ski 
1 Skid /'skid/ verb skids; skid-ded; skid-ding [no obj] : to 
slide along a road or other surface in an uncontrolled way ■ 
The truck skidded on/across the icy road. ■ The car skidded 
off the road and into the gully. ■ He slammed on the brakes, 
and the car skidded to a halt. ■ I skidded on the ice and fell. 
2 Skid noun, pi skids [count] 

1 : a sudden, uncontrolled sliding movement ■ The car hit a 
patch of ice and went into a skid. ■ The police measured the 
skid marks [=marks made by a skidding vehicle] on the road. 

2 : one of a pair of long narrow parts on which a helicopter 
or aiiplane rests — usually plural ■ the skids of a helicopter 

3 US, sports : a series of losses that happen one after the oth¬ 
er : a losing streak ■ This victoiy ends a five-game skid. 

4 : pallet 1 ■ They loaded the packages onto a skid. 

hit the skids informal : to begin to fail or get worse very 
suddenly and quickly ■ After he was injured his career hit 
the skids. ■ The stock market has hit the skids, 
on the skids it formal : failing or getting worse : in a bad 
state or situation that is likely to result in failure ■ The 
company is on the skids. ■ Her marriage was on the skids, 
put the skids under Brit, informal ; to make (something or 
someone) likely or certain to fail ■ He scored the goal that 
put the skids under our hopes for victory. 

Skid TOW noun [noncount] chiefly US, it formal: a poor part 
of a town or city where people who are homeless or who 
drink too much often go 

on skid row chiefly US, itformal : having no money, job. 
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home, etc., and not able to take care of yourself ■ You’ll 
end up on skid row if you don’t stop drinking so much. 
Skiff /'skif/ noun, pi skiffs [i count] : a small, light boat that is 
usually f or only one person 

Skiing noun [noncount] : the activity or sport of gliding on 
skis • cross-country/downhill skiing • Skiing is my favorite 
winter activity. ■ We are planning to go skiing tomorrow. 

Ski jump noun, pi ~ jumps [count] : a large, steep platform 
that slopes downward but curves upward slightly at the end 
so that skiers can glide down it and jump off the end 

- ski jumper noun, pi ~ -ers [count] - ski jumping noun 
[noncount] ■ He won a gold medal in Olympic ski jumping. 

Skilful Brit spelling of skillful 

ski lift noun, pi ~ lifts [count] : a series of seats or handles 
that are attached to a moving cable and that are used to car¬ 
ry skiers up a mountain 

Skill /'skil/ noun, pi skills : the ability to do something that 
comes from training, experience, or practice [noncount] 
Poker is a game of luck and skill. ■ I was impressed by her 
skill at writing. = I was impressed by her skill as a writer. • 
The work is difficult and requires a lot of skill, [count] 
Cooking is a useful skill. • He has excellent social skills. • 
reading and writing skills — see also people skills 
Skilled /'skild/ adj 

1 [more most ~]: having the training, knowledge, and ex¬ 
perience that is needed to do something : having a lot of skill 
■ skilled workers ■ a very skilled and talented writer ■ He is 
skilled at cooking. 

2 always used before a noun : requiring training ■ Carpentry 
is a skilled trade. — opposite unskilled 

Ski I* let /'skilat/ noun, pi -lets [count] chiefly US : frying 
pan 

skill-ful ( US) or Brit skil-ful /'skilfal/ adj 

1 [more most ~]: having the training, knowledge, and ex¬ 
perience that is needed to do something well: having a lot of 
skill ■ a skillful artist ■ He is skillful at diplomacy. ■ an artist 
skillful in the use of color 

2 : showing or requiring skill ■ the skillful manner in which 
the doctor and nurses treated the patient • These issues re¬ 
quire skillful handling. 

— skill-ful-ly (US) or Brit Skil-ful-ly adv ■ The furniture was 
skillfully made. ■ The manager handled the problem skill¬ 
fully. - skill'fubness (US) or Brit skil-ful-ness noun 
[noncount] • the skUlfulncss of a craftsman 

skim /'skim/ verb skims; skimmed; skim-ming 

1 [+ obj]: to remove a layer of something from the surface of 
a liquid ■ I skimmed the fat from the broth. = I skimmed the 
broth to remove the fat. ■ He skimmed the leaves from the 
pool. ■ The cream is skimmed from the milk. ■ The milk is 
skimmed before it is bottled. — see also skim milk 

2 : to look over or read (something) quickly especially to 
find the main ideas [+ obj] She only slammed the reading as¬ 
signment. [no obj] She only skimmed through/over the read¬ 
ing assignment. 

3 [+ obj] Brit : to throw (a flat stone) along the surface of wa¬ 
ter so that it bounces ■ He is really good at skimming [=(C/S) 
skipping] stones. 

4 : to move quickly or lightly along, above, or near the sur¬ 
face of something [no obj] The ducks skimmed across/over 
the water before landing. [+ obj] The ducks skimmed the 
surface of the pond before landing. 

skim off [phrasal verb] skim off (something) or skim (some¬ 
thing) off : to take (something valuable) for yourself out of 
something else ■ He skimmed off some of the profits. 

Ski mask noun, pi ~ masks [count] : a knitted fabric mask 
that covers your head, has openings for your eyes, mouth, 
and sometimes your nose, and is worn especially by skiers 
for protection from the cold 

skim*mer /'skima-/ noun, pi -mers [count] : a spoon with 
holes in it that is used by cooks for skimming things 
Skim milk noun [noncount] chiefly US : milk from which all 
the cream and fat has been removed — called also (chiefly 
Brit) skimmed milk 

skimp /'skimp/ verb skimps; skimped; skimp-ing [no 

obj] : to spend less time, money, etc., on something than is 
needed ■ Parents shouldn’t skimp when it comes to their 
child’s safety. — often + on ■ Don’t skimp on sleep. ■ The 
book doesn’t skimp on details. [=the book provides plenty of 
details] ■ The roof is already leaking because the builder 
skimped on materials. [=the builder bought cheap materials] 
skimpy /'skimpi/ ad) skimp-i-er; -est [also more most 
~] : very small in size or amount ■ a skimpy portion ■ skimpy 


evidence ■ a skimpy dress [=a dress which does not cover very 
much of the body] 

— skimp- My /'skimpali/ adv ■ skimpily [^scantily] clad/ 
dressed — skimp-i-ness /'skimpinas/ noun [noncount] ■ I 
dislike the skimpiness of that restaurant’s portions. 

1 skin /'skin/ noun, pi skins 

1 : the natural outer layer of tissue that covers the body of a 
person or animal [noncount] I have dry skin. ■ She has pale/ 
dark/fair skin. • the rough skin of a shark • skin creams/lo¬ 
tions • skin cancer ■ Choose makeup that matches your skin 
tone. ■ The horrible things I saw made my skin crawl/creep. 
[=made me feel disgusted, afraid, etc.] [count] These snakes 
shed their skins once a year. 

2 : the skin of an animal that has been removed from the 
body often with its hair or feathers still attached and that is 
used to make things (such as clothes) [count] Native Ameri¬ 
cans had many uses for animal skins, [noncount] His boots 
are made of alligator skin. 

3 : the outer covering of a fruit, vegetable, etc. [count] ap¬ 
ple/sausage skins [noncount] Potato skin is very nutritious. 
(a) thick/thin skin If you have (a) thin skin, you are easily 

upset or offended by the things other people say or do. ■ 
He has such a thin skin that he can’t even take a little good- 
natured teasing. If you have (a) thick skin, you are not eas¬ 
ily upset or offended by the things other people say and do. 
■ She has pretty thick skin when it comes to criticism. ■ If 
you want to perform publicly, you’ll need to grow a thicker 
skin. [=become less sensitive to criticism] 
by the skin of your teeth informal: only by a small differ¬ 
ence in time, space, or amount : just barely ■ He escaped 
by the skin of his teeth. [=he just barely escaped] ■ She only 
passed the test by the skin of her teeth. [=she almost did not 
pass the test] 

get under your skin informal 1 ; to irritate or upset you ■ 
She really gets under my skin. 2 : to affect you emotional¬ 
ly even though you do not want or expect to be affected ■ I 
used to hate the city, but after a while it kind of got under 
my skin. [=1 grew to like it] ■ The actress accepted the role 
because the character really got under her skin, 
jump out of your skin informal If you almost/nearly 
(etc.) jump out of your skin, you are suddenly surprised or 
frightened very much by something. • I didn’t hear her 
come in, so I nearly jumped out of my skin when she spoke 
to me. 

no skin off my nose informal — used to say that you do 
not care or do not have a strong opinion about something ■ 
Go if you like—it’s no skin off my nose, 
save someone’s skin see 'save 

skin and bones or skin and bone informal: very thin in a 
way that is unattractive and unhealthy ■ After the illness, 
he was skin and bones. ■ The starving dog was nothing but 
skin and bones. 

— skin-less /'skinlas/ adj ■ skinless chicken breast 
2 skin verb skins; skinned; skin-nlng [+ obj ] 

1 : to remove the skin of (an animal, fruit, or vegetable) ■ 
The hunter skinned the rabbit and prepared it for cooking. ■ 
Skin [=(more commonly) peel] the tomatoes/peppers. 

2 : to scrape or rub off some of the skin from (a body part) ■ 
I skinned my knee when I fell. 

keep your eyes skinned see 'eye 

skin (someone) alive informal : to punish (someone) se¬ 
verely ■ Mom is going to skin me alive when she finds out 
about the broken window. 

Skin-deep /'skin'di:p/ adj : not very deep at all : relating 
to, affecting, or involving only the surface ■ Beauty is only 
skin-deep. ■ These reforms are more than skin-deep. 
skin—dive verb -dives; -dived; -div-ing [no obj]: to swim 
underwater with special equipment (such as a face mask, 
snorkel, and flippers) but without a diving suit or air tank ■ 
We plan to skin-dive while on vacation. 

— skin diver noun, pi ~ -ers [count] - skin diving noun 
[noncount] ■ We went skin diving while on vacation. 

Skin-flint /'skinflint/ noun, pi -flints [count] informal + dis¬ 
approving : a person who hates to spend money ■ She is a 
penny-pinching skinflint. 

skin-head /'skinned/ noun, pi -heads [count] : a person 
with a shaved head; especially : a young white person who 
belongs to a gang whose members shave their heads and 
have racist beliefs 

Skinned /'skind/ adj : having skin of a specified kind — 
used in combination ■ pale-skinned ■ dark-skinned • smooth- 
skinned 
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5 skin-ny /'skini I adj skin-ni-er; -est [also more most ~] 
informal : very thin or too thin ■ a skinny actress ■ skinny 
anns/legs synonyms see 2 lean 
2 skinny noun 

the skinny US, informal : the true information about some¬ 
one or something that is not known by most people ■ 
What’s the skinny on their supposed breakup? ■ Give me 
the inside/straight/real skinny. 

skin-ny-dip /'skini,dip/ verb -dips; -dipped; -dip-ping 

[no obj ] informal : to swim without wearing any clothes ■ We 
used to skinny-dip in the lake. 

— skinny—dip noun, pi -dips [count] ■ They went for a 
skinny-dip in the lake. — skin-ny—dip-per /'skini,dipa-/ 
noun, pi -pers [count] — skinny—dipping noun [non¬ 
count] ■ Let’s go skinny-dipping. 

Skint /'skint/ adj, Brit, informal : having no money : BROKE ■ 
I’m completely skint. 

skin-tight /'skin'tait/ adj : very closely fitted to the body 
: very tight ■ a skintight dress 
1 skip /'skip/ verb skips; skipped; skip-ping 

1 [+ obj] : to not do (something that is usual or expected) ■ 
He skipped the meeting. (=he didn’t go to the meeting] ■ I 
skipped breakfast, and now I’m really hungry. ■ ( chiefly US) 
They got in trouble for skipping school/class. — see also 
skip bail at ‘baii. 

2 : to not discuss, read, do, or deal with (something) and go 
instead to the next thing : to pass over or leave out (some¬ 
thing) [+ obj] I skipped the boring parts of the book. ■ If you 
are having trouble with one of the questions on the test, skip 
it and come back to it later. ■ She will skip a grade and go 
right from the fourth to the sixth grade next September. — 
often + over ■ You can skip over the introduction if you want. 
[no obj] I don’t like this song. Let’s skip to the next one. 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] a : to 
change quickly from one subject, place, etc., to another ■ It’s 
hard to understand him when he skips from topic to topic 
like that. • The movie skips around in time, b If a CD, 
DVD, record, etc., skips, it fails to play part of a song or mov¬ 
ie properly because it is damaged. • The record keeps skip¬ 
ping. 

4 [no obj] : to move forward in a light or playful way by tak¬ 
ing short, quick steps and jumps ■ The kids skipped happily 
down the street. 

5 [+ obj] informal : to leave (a place) in a sudden and unex¬ 
pected way especially to avoid trouble, punishment, etc. ■ 
Police are afraid he might try to skip the country. ■ They 
skipped town while awaiting trial. 

6 US : to throw (a flat stone) along the surface of water so 
that it bounces (+ obj] She’s really good at skipping [=(Brit) 
skimming] stones, [no obj] I got the rock to skip six times! 

7 [no obj] Brit : to jump over a rope that is being swung near 
the ground for exercise or as a game ■ The children are out¬ 
side skipping. [={US) skipping rope, jumping rope] 

heart skips a beat see heart 

skip it chiefly US, informal — used to say that you do not 
want to do something, talk about something, etc. ■ I meant 
to ... oh, skip it. It’s not important anyway. 
skip out ( US) or Brit skip off [phrasal verb] informal : to 
leave a place quickly in a secret and improper way ■ They 
skipped out before the check arrived. ■ She skipped out with 
all the money. — often + on in U.S. English ■ They skipped 
out on the bill/check. ■ She skipped out on me and took all 
the money. 
skip rope see ’rope 
2 skip noun, pi skips [count] 

1 : a short, quick step and jump forward ■ a quick skip 

2 Brit: a large metal container for putting trash in 
a hop, skip, and (a) jump see 2 hop 

ski pole noun, pi ~~ poles [count] : one of two long sticks 
that are used to control your movements and balance while 
you are skiing — see picture at SKI 
1 skip-per /'skipa-/ noun, pi -pers [count] informal 

1 : the captain of a ship or boat 

2 informal : someone who leads a group; especially : the 
manager of a baseball team 

2 skipper verb -pers; -pered; -per-ing [ + obj] informal 

1 : to be the captain of (a ship or boat) ■ The boat was skip¬ 
pered by a skilled veteran sailor. 

2 : to be the person who leads or manages (a team) ■ He skip¬ 
pered the team to their latest World Series win. 

skipping rope noun, pi ~ ropes [count] Brit: JUMP rope 
1 skir-mish /'ska-mi// noun, pi -mish-es [count] 


1 : a brief and usually unplanned fight during a war ■ Skir¬ 
mishes broke out between rebel groups. ■ Violent skirmishes 
with the enemy continue despite talks of peace. 

2 : a minor or brief argument or disagreement ■ a political 
skirmish 

2 skirmish verb -mishes; -mished; -mish-ing [no obj] : to 
be involved in a skirmish ■ Rebel groups are skirmishing with 
military forces. ■ The presidential candidates skirmished over 
their economic plans. 

1 Skirt /'ska*/ noun, pi skirts [count] 

1 a : a piece of clothing worn by women and girls that hangs 
from the waist down ■ She was wearing a short/long skirt. 

— see color picture on page C14; see also miniskirt b 
; the part of a dress, coat, etc., that hangs from the waist 
down ■ The skirt of her coat got caught in the car door. — 
sometimes plural ■ He gathered up the skirts of his robe as he 
climbed the stairs. ■ a dress with full skirts 

2 : an outer covering that hangs down to protect something ■ 
They put a protective skirt around the base of the machine. 

2 skirt verb skirts; skirt-ed; skirt-ing 

1 : to avoid (something) especially because it is difficult or 
will cause problems [+ obj] The mayor skirted the issue by 
saying that a committee was looking into the problem. ■ 
They tried to skirt the new regulations, [no obj] He tried to 
skirt around the question. 

2 : to lie or go along the edge of (something) [+ obj] Pine 
trees skirt the northern edge of the pond, [no obj] The road 
skirts around the lake. - We skirted around the edge of the 
city. 

Skirting board noun, pi ~~ boards [count, noncount] Brit 
: baseboard — called also {Brit) skirting 
Skit /'skit/ noun, pi skits [count] : a short, funny story or 
performance ■ One of the funniest skits in the show was 
about cheerleading. 

Skit*ter /'skita-/ verb, always followed by an adverb or preposi¬ 
tion -ters; -tered; -ter-ing [no obj] : to move quickly and 
lightly along a surface ■ Dry leaves skittered over the side¬ 
walk. ■ Mice skittered across the floor, 
skit-tish /'skiti// adj [more most ~] 

1 of an animal : easily frightened or excited ■ a skittish horse 

2 : nervous or fearful about doing something ■ We’ve been 
skittish about taking on such a large mortgage. ■ skittish con¬ 
sumers/investors 

3 chiefly US : tending to change often : not dependable or 
stable ■ a skittish stock market 

— skit*tish-ly adv — skit>tish-ness noun [noncount] 
skit-tie /'skitj/ noun, pi skit-ties 

1 skittles [noncount] : a British game played by rolling a 
wooden ball toward a set of objects in order to knock over as 
many objects as possible 

2 [count] : one of the objects that a player tries to knock 
over in a game of skittles 

skive /'skaiv/ verb skives; skived; skiv-ing Brit, informal 
: to avoid school or work by staying away or by leaving with¬ 
out permission — often + off [no obj] He works for his 
mother and feels he can skive off whenever he feels like it. [+ 
obj] She skived off school twice last month. 

— skiv-er /'skaiva-/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

Skiv-vies /'skiviz/ trademark, US — used for men’s under¬ 
wear 

skiv-vy /'skivi/ noun, pi -vies [count] Brit, uxformal : a fe¬ 
male servant who does work that is dirty and unpleasant ■ 
I’m tired of being treated like a skivvy. 
skul-dug-gery or skull-dug-gery /,skAl'dAg3ri/ noun 
[noncount] old-fashioned : secret or dishonest behavior or 
activity ■ tales of espionage and skulduggery 
skulk /'skAlk/ verb, always followed by an adverb or preposi¬ 
tion skulks; skulked; skulk-ing [no obj] : to move or hide 
in a secret way especially because you are planning to do 
something bad ■ A man was skulking around outside. ■ She 
skulked into her sister’s room. 

Skull /'skAl/ noun, pi skulls [count] : the structure of bones 
that form the head and face of a person or animal ■ He had a 
fractured skull. ■ ( informal) You need to get it into/through 
your thick skull [=you need to realize/understand] that you 
can’t just sit there and expect everyone else to do your work 
for you! ■ {informal) He can’t seem to get it through his skull 
that I don’t like him. — see picture at HUMAN 
Skull and cross-bones /.skAlan'kra^bounz/ noun [sin¬ 
gular] : a picture of a human skull above two crossed bones 
that was used on the flags of pirate ships in the past and is 




1533 


skullcap • slam 


now used as a warning label on containers of poisonous or 
dangerous substances 

Skull'Cap /'skAl,ksep/ noun, pi -caps [count] 

1 : a small, round cap that fits on top of the head and that is 
worn especially by Jewish men and Catholic clergymen 

2 : a tight-fitting cap that is made of material that stretches 
Sklink /‘skAijk/ noun, pi 

skunks [count] 

1 : a small black-and-white 
North American animal that 
produces a very strong and 
unpleasant smell when it is 
frightened or in danger 

2 US, informal : a very bad 
or unpleasant person ■ Her 
brother’s a low-down, dirty 
skunk. 

skunk cabbage noun 
[noncount] : a North American plant that grows in wet, 
shady areas and that produces a strong odor 
Sky /'skai/ noun, pi skies : the space over the Earth where 
the sun, moon, stars, and clouds appear [count] a starry sky • 
the night/desert sky ■ There wasn’t a cloud in the sky. • Dark 
clouds moved quickly across the sky. • Hailstones suddenly 
fell out of the sky. ■ The sun/moon was high in the sky. ■ The 
forecast is for sunny/blue/gray/overcast skies tomorrow. ■ 
partly cloudy skies [ noncount ] a patch of blue sky 
praise (someone or something) to the skies see 'praise 
take to the sky/skies chiefly US : to begin flying ■ The new 
airliner will take to the skies next year. 
the sky’s the limit see 'limit 

- see also pie in the sky 

Sky blue noun [ noncount ] : a pale to light blue color — see 
color picture on page C2 

Sky-bOX /'skai.baiks/ noun, pi -box-es [count] US : an area 
with a roof and private seats near the top of a sports stadium 
Sky*cap /'skai.kasp/ noun, pi -caps [count] US : a person 
whose job is to carry people’s luggage at an airport 
sky-div-ing /'skai.daivirj/ noun [noncount] : the sport of 
jumping from an airplane and falling through the sky before 
opening a parachute 

- sky-dive /'skai,daiv/ verb -dives; -dived; -div-ing [no 

obj] ■ Have you ever skydived ? — sky-div-er noun, pi -ers 
[count] 

1 Sky—'high /‘skai’hai/ adj : extremely high ■ sky-high prices ■ 
Her blood pressure is sky-high. 

2 Sky—high adv : to a very high degree, level, or amount ■ 
Stock prices rose sky-high. ■ Rubble was piled sky-high. 

Sky*lark /'skaiJaaJc/ noun, pi -larks [count] : a small bird of 
Europe, Asia, and northern Africa that sings while it flies 
sky*light /‘skai.lait/ noun, pi -lights [count] : a window in 
the roof of a house or on a ship’s deck 
sky*line /'skai,lain/ womw, p/ -lines [count] : the outline of 
buildings, mountains, etc., against the background of the sky 
■ the New York City skyline 

1 Sky*rock*et /'skai,ra:k3t/ verb -ets; -et-ed; -et-ing [no 

obj] : to increase quickly to a very high level or amount ■ 
Costs/Sales have skyrocketed. ■ skyrocketing prices ■ His pop¬ 
ularity skyrocketed after his latest movie. 

Skyrocket noun, pi -ets [count ]: 'rocket 3 
sky-scrap-er /’skai.skreipa'/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a very 
tall building in a city 

sky* ward /'skaiwa-d/ also chiefly Brit sky-wards 
/‘skaiwa'dz/ adv : toward the sky : up into the sky ■ Every¬ 
one looked skyward as the jets passed by. ■ The bird soared 
skyward. 

Slab /'slash/ noun, pi slabs [count] 

1 : a thick, flat piece of a hard material (such as stone or 
wood) ■ concrete slabs • slabs of rock 

2 : a thick, flat piece of food (such as bread or meat) ■ a slab 
of bacon ■ a thick slab of homemade bread 

n Slack /Mask/ adj 

1 : not stretched or held in a tight position : loose ■ slack 
rope ■ His broken arm hung slack at his side. ■ The rope sud¬ 
denly went slack. • Her jaw went slack [=fell open] in amaze¬ 
ment. 

2 : not busy : lacking the expected or desired activity ■ The 
fall is our slack [=slow] season. ■ a slack market 

3 a : doing something poorly because you are not putting 
enough care or effort into it ■ I’ve been a little slack [= care¬ 
less ] about taking my medication lately, b : done poorly 


and carelessly ■ He accused the government of slack supervi¬ 
sion of nuclear technology. 

— slack-ly adv ■ Streamers hung slackly from the walls. 
— slack-ness noun [noncount] ■ the slackness of the rope ■ 
His slackness at work has been noticed. 

2 slack noun, pi slacks 

1 [noncount] : the part of a rope, chain, etc., that hangs 
loosely ■ Take in/up the slack of the rope. — sometimes used 
figuratively to describe a part of something that is available 
but not used ■ We left some slack in the budget so that we 
can hire more people if we have to. 

2 slacks [plural] chiefly US : pants or trousers • He was 
wearing a white shirt and (a pair of) cotton slacks. ■ She wore 
dress slacks and a nice blouse. 

give/cut (someone) some slack informal : to treat (some¬ 
one) in a less harsh or critical way ■ Would you give/cut me 
some slack ? I’m doing the best I can. 
pick/take up the slack : to provide or do something that is 
missing or not getting done ■ When he didn’t get the pay 
raise he was expecting, he had to take another job to pick 
up the slack. [=to make up for the money he was not mak¬ 
ing] ■ The manager has to take up the slack when employees 
don’t do their jobs correctly. 

3 slack verb slacks; slacked; slacking [no obj\ : to give lit- 
tie or no effort or attention to work ■ They need to stop 
slacking and get down to work. 

slack off [phrasal verb] 1 : to do something with less effort 
or energy than you did it with before ■ I was exercising reg¬ 
ularly last summer, but I’ve been slacking off recently. 2 
: to become less active, forceful, etc. ■ Their business has 
been slacking off in recent months. 
slack*en /'slaekan/ verb -ens; -ened; -en-ing 

1 a [no obj] : to become slower or less active : to slow down 
■ Sales show no sign of slackening. ■ The wind slackened (off) 
and the sky cleared, b [+ obj] : to make (something) slower 
or less active ■ She slackened her speed/pace [=she slowed 
down] after she slipped on the ice. 

2 : to become less tight or to make (something) less tight 
: loosen [no obj] As he began to relax, his grip on the 
steering wheel slackened. [+ obj] He slackened his grip. ■ The 
captain ordered us to slacken the sails. 

slack*er /'slseka 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] informal : a person 
who avoids work and responsibilities ■ The people I work 
with are a bunch of slackers. 

1 Slag /'slasg/ noun [noncount] : the material that is left when 
rocks that contain metal are heated to get the metal out ■ a 
slag heap [=a large pile of slag] — compare 2 slag 
2 slag noun, pi slags [count] Brit slang, offensive : a woman 
who has many sexual partners — compare 'slag 
3 slag verb slags; slagged; slag-ging 

slag off [phrasal verb] slag (someone) off or slag off (some¬ 
one) Brit slang : to criticize (someone) harshly ■ She often 
slags off other musicians to try to make herself look good. 
Slain past participle of SLAY 

Slake /‘sleik/ verb slakes; slaked; slak-ing [+ obj] literary 
: to provide, do, or have what is required by (something) 
: satisfy ■ trying to slake his curiosity/lust 
slake your thirst: to cause you to stop feeling thirsty : to 
quench your thirst ■ They slaked their thirst with cold wa¬ 
ter. 

sla*lom /‘slailam/ noun, pi -loms [count, noncount] : a race 
especially on skis over a winding course that is marked by 
flags — often used before another noun ■ a slalom course/ 
race ■ slalom skiers/racers/skis 
1 slam /Ma-m/ verb slams; slammed; slam.ming 

1 : to close (something) in a forceful way that makes a loud 
noise [+ obj] He slammed the door in my face. • She 
slammed the drawer shut, [no obj] He stepped inside and let 
the door slam behind him. ■ The window slammed shut. 

2 [+ obj] : to set or throw (something) in a forceful way that 
makes a loud noise • In her anger, she slammed the ball 
against the fence. — usually + down ■ He slammed the books 
down on the table and ran outside. • She slammed down the 
phone. 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to hit 
something with a lot of force ■ The car slid on the ice and 
slammed into a tree. ■ Her arm slammed against the table. 

4 [+ obj] informal : to criticize (someone or something) 
harshly ■ Her decision is getting slammed in the press. — of¬ 
ten + for ■ Many people have slammed the company for not 
paying its workers decent wages. 

slam on the brakes : to press down hard on the brakes of a 
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car to make it stop suddenly ■ He slammed on the brakes to 
avoid hitting the dog. 

2 slam noun, pi slams [count] 

1 a : an act of closing something in a forceful way that 
makes a loud noise — usually singular ■ He closed the book 
with a slam, b : a loud noise that is made when something 
is closed in a forceful way — usually singular ■ I heard the 
slam of a car door in the driveway. 

2 chiefly US : a competition in which people read their poet¬ 
ry out loud so that it can be judged by other people ■ a poet¬ 
ry slam • slam poets 

— see also grand slam 

slam dunk noun, pi ~ dunks [count] 

1 basketball : 2 dunk 

2 US, informal : something that is sure to happen or be suc¬ 
cessful ■ The vote proved to be a slam dunk for our side with 
a 24 to 5 win. ■ There’s no doubt that he’s guilty. The case is a 
slam dunk. 

slam-dunk verb -dunks; -dunked; -dunk-ing basketball 
: to jump high in the air and push (the ball) down through 
the basket: dunk [+ obj] He slam-dunked the ball, [no obj] 
At his height, it’s not so hard to slam-dunk. 
slam*mer /'slaenW noun 

the slammer informal : a prison or jail ■ He got 10 years in 
the slammer. 

1 slan*der /"slaende/ noun, pi -ders 

1 [noncount] : the act of making a false spoken statement 
that causes people to have a bad opinion of someone ■ She is 
being sued for slander. ■ He was a target of slander. 

— compare libel 

2 [count] : a false spoken statement that is made to cause 
people to have a bad opinion of someone ■ We’ve heard 
countless unsupported slanders about her. 

— slan-der*ous /'slsendaras/ adj ■ slanderous claims/at¬ 
tacks/allegations 

2 slander verb -ders; -dered; -der*ing [+ obj] : to make a 
false spoken statement that causes people to have a bad 
opinion of someone ■ She was accused of slandering her 
former boss. 

Slang /'slaeij/ noun [noncount] : words that are not consid¬ 
ered part of the standard vocabulary of a language and that 
are used very informally in speech especially by a particular 
group of people ■ American slang ■ local/military/street slang 

— slang adj ■ a slang word/expression/term ■ The word 
“phat” is slang. — slangy /•slseqi/ adj ■ slangy expressions 

slanging match /"slaegig-/ noun, pi ^ matches [count] 
Brit, informal : an angry argument in which people insult 
each other : shouting match 
1 slant /'slaent/ verb slants; slant«ed; slant-lng 

1 : to not be level or straight up and down [no obj] The floor 
slants [^slopes] down slightly. ■ a slanting table ■ His hand¬ 
writing slants [-leans] to the left. ■ The sunlight slanted down 
through the leaves and branches of the trees. [+ obj] She 
slanted her hat a little to the right. 

2 [+ obj] : to present (something, such as a news story) in a 
way that favors a particular group, opinion, etc. ■ They delib¬ 
erately slanted the story to make themselves look good. — 
often used as (be) slanted • The media coverage of the strike 
was slanted against the union. 

— slanted adj [more most ~] ■ Her attic bedroom has 
slanted ceilings. • a slanted roof/floor ■ The news program 
claimed to be objective but was very slanted, [-biased] 

2 slant noun, pi slants 

1 [singular] : a direction, line, or surface that is not level or 
straight up and down ■ The computer keyboard is positioned 
at a slant so that typing is more comfortable for the wrists. ■ 
He sliced the carrots on a/the slant. 

2 [count] : a way of thinking about, describing, or discussing 
something — usually singular 1 The book offers a new slant 
on the history of the country. ■ The latest evidence puts an 
entirely different slant on the case. • His writings have a lib¬ 
eral/religious slant. 

1 Slap /'sleep/ verb slaps; slapped; slap>ping 

1 a [+ obj] : to hit (someone or something) with the front or 
back of your open hand ■ She slapped him across/in the face. 
■ She slapped his face. ■ He slapped me on the back and said 
“Good job!” ■ He called the dog by slapping his hand against 
his thigh, b : to hit something with a sound like the sound 
made when your hand slaps something [no obj] Waves were 
slapping against the side of the boat. [+ obj] Gentle waves 
slapped the side of the raft. 

2 [+ obj] : to put (something) on a surface quickly or force¬ 


fully — + down or on ■ He slapped the book down on the 
desk. ■ She slapped down her cards and shouted “I win!” ■ He 
slapped a fresh coat of paint on (the wall). ■ I grabbed a slice 
of bread and slapped on some peanut butter. 

3 [+ obj] sports : to hit (something) with a forceful swing of 
your arms, hands, etc. ■ (ice hockey ) He slapped the puck into 
the net. ■ (baseball) She slapped a single to right field. 
slap around [phrasal verb] slap (someone) around also slap 
around (someone) informal : to hit or slap (someone) 
many times ■ The children screamed when they saw him 
slapping her around. [=beating her up] 
slap on [phrasal verb] slap (something) on or slap on (some¬ 
thing) informal : to add (something, such as an extra 
charge) to an amount • The hotel slapped an extra $100 on 
his bill to cover the damage. • The judge slapped on an ad¬ 
ditional fine. — see also ‘slap 2 (above) 
slap together [phrasal verb] slap together (something) or 
slap (something) together itfonnal : to create (something) 
by putting parts together in a quick or careless way ■ I 
slapped a sandwich togdher as I was running out the door. 
■ The company slapped together a Web site and then waited 
for the customers to come pouring in. 
slap with [phrasal verb] slap (someone) with (something) 
US, informal : to punish (someone) with (a fine, lawsuit, 
etc.) ■ They were slapped with a lawsuit. ■ The judge slapped 
the company with a fine for polluting the river. 

2 slap noun, pi slaps [count] 

1 : a hit with the front or back of your open hand ■ 1 was so 
angry that I felt like giving him a slap. 

2 : a loud sound made when something hits a flat surface * I 
could hear the slap of the waves against the side of the boat, 
a slap in the face : a surprising act that offends or insults 

someone ■ Her decision to leave the company to work for 
our competitors was a slap in the face, 
a slap on the back : the act of slapping someone’s back 
usually to express praise or approval ■ He gave me a slap 
on the back and said “Good job!” 
a slap on the wrist : a mild punishment that is given to 
someone who should be punished more severely 1 Even 
though he was proven guilty, he got away with a slap on 
the wrist. • The fine was just a slap on the wrist. 

3 slap adv, informal : exactly or directly ■ I walked slap into the 
post. ■ Her apartment is slap in the middle of the city. = Her 
apartment is slap bang in the middle of the city. 
slap*dash Ala^dae// adj [more most ~] : quick and 
careless ■ slapdash repairs ■ The writing is slapdash. 
slap-hap-py /‘sleep,haspi/ adj [more most ~] informal 

1 : punch-drunk ■ a slaphappy boxer ■ We were all a bit 
slaphappy after staying up all night to finish the report. 

2 : happy and careless ■ She has a slaphappy attitude about 
her work. 

Slap Shot noun, pi ~~ shots [count] ice hockey : a shot that 
is made by swinging your stick with a lot of force 
Slap«Stick /'slaep.stik/ noun [noncount] \ comedy that in¬ 
volves physical action (such as falling down or hitting peo¬ 
ple) — often used before another noun • slapstick comedy 
Slap—up /'slaepAp/ adj, always used before a noun, Brit, in¬ 
formal, of a meal : excellent and very large ■ a slap-up dinner 
1 slash /'slaeJV verb slash-es; slashed; slashing [+ obj] 

1 a : to make a long cut in (something) with a knife or other 
sharp weapon ■ Someone slashed his car’s tires. - He threat¬ 
ened to slash the man’s throat, b : to make (a path) by cut¬ 
ting plants ■ She slashed a path through the underbrush. ■ 
They slashed their way through the jungle. 

2 : to reduce (something) by a large amount ■ The company 
has slashed prices to increase sales. ■ Funding for the pro¬ 
gram was slashed. 

slash at [phrasal verb] slash at (someone or something) : to 
attack (someone or something) violently with a knife or 
other sharp weapon ■ He slashed at me with a knife. 
2 slash noun, pi slashes 

1 [count] : a thin and usually long cut made with a knife or 
other sharp object ■ There was a horrible slash on his arm. 

2 [count] : a quick movement with a sharp knife or weapon 
to cut someone or something ■ He cut my cheek with a quick 
slash of the knife. 

3 [count] : a patch or line of bright light or color ■ slashes of 
sunlight on a wall ■ a dark painting with a slash of red 

4 [count] : the mark / that is used to mean “or” (as in and/ 
or), “and or” (as in bottles/cans), or “per" (as in kilometersf 
hour) or as a division sign in fractions (as in %) — called also 
slash mark, (Brit) oblique 
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5 [ singular ] Brit slang : an act of urinating ■ He got out of the 
car to have/take a slash. 

slash-and-burn adj 

1 : done by cutting down and burning trees and plants in or¬ 
der to clear an area of land and grow crops on it for usually a 
brief time • slash-and-burn agriculture 

2 : using extremely harsh methods : ruthless ■ slash-and- 
burn tactics/politics 

slash-er /'sizeja*/ noun, pi -ers [count] : someone who kills 
people with a knife or other sharp weapon ■ a slasher movie/ 
film [=sa movie in which many people are violently murdered 
by a slasher] 

Slat /'slzet/ noun, pi slats [count] : a thin, narrow strip of 
wood, plastic, or metal ■ the slats of a Venetian blind ■ The 
fence has two broken slats. 

— slat-ted /'slzetad/ adj ■ slatted blinds 
1 Slate /'sleit/ noun, pi slates 

1 [noncount] : a type of hard rock that splits easily into thin 
layers ■ Some school blackboards are made of slate. 

2 [count] : a small sheet of slate in a wooden frame that was 
used in schools in the past for writing on with chalk — see 
also BLANK SLATE 

3 [count] : a piece of slate that is used with others to cover a 
roof or wall ■ roofing slates ■ The house has a slate roof. 

4 [count] US : a list of people who are trying to win an elec¬ 
tion ■ The party has fielded an impressive slate of candidates 
this year. 

dean state see 1 clean 
wipe the slate dean see 'wipe 
2 slate verb slates; slatted; slatting [+ obj] chiefly US : to ar¬ 
range or plan for something to happen, someone to be cho¬ 
sen, etc. — usually used as (be) slated • The new art museum 
is slated [=« scheduled] to open next spring. ■ She is slated to 
become the company’s next president. — often + for ■ Her 
latest album is slated for release in July. — compare 3 slate 
3 slate verb slates; slated; slating [+ obj] Brit, informal : to 
criticize (someone or something) very harshly • The film/ 
book was slated by most critics. — compare 2 slate 
Slate blue noun [noncount] : a grayish-blue color — see 
color picture on page C2 

— slate blue adj 

slate gray (US) or Brit slate grey noun [noncount] : a 
bluish-gray color — see color picture on page C2 

— slate gray (US) or Brit slate grey adj 

slath-er /'slzeba 1 / verb -ers; -ered; -er-ing [+ obj] : to cover 
something with a thick layer of a liquid, cream, etc. ■ We ate 
lobster slathered with/in butter ■ She slathered her skin with 
sunscreen. = She slathered sunscreen on her skin. 
slaMern /'slstari/ noun, pi -terns [count] old-fashioned : an 
untidy, dirty woman 

— slat-tern-ly /'sljetanli/ adj • a slatternly housewife 
’slaugh-ter /'sleuth/ verb -ters; -tered; -ter.ing [+ obj ] 

1 : to kill (an animal) for food ■ slaughter cattle 

2 : to kill (many people) in a very violent way ■ Hundreds of 
people were slaughtered [=massacred] by the invaders. 

3 informal : to defeat (someone or something) easily or com¬ 
pletely ■ Our team got slaughtered yesterday. ■ They slaugh¬ 
tered us. 

2 slaugh*ter/mutt [noncount] 

1 : the act of killing animals for their meat ■ Thousands of 
cows are sent to (the) slaughter every day. 

2 : the violent killing of a large number of people ■ the 
slaughter of innocent people — see also manslaughter 
like a lamb to the slaughter see 'lamb 

slaugh-ter-house /'sleuth,haus/ noun, pi -hous-es 
[count] : a building where animals are killed for their meat 

— called also (chiefly Brit) abattoir 

Slav /'sla:v/ noun, pi Slavs [count] : a person from eastern 
Europe who speaks a Slavic language 
1 Slave /'sleiv/ noun, pi slaves [count] 

1 : someone who is legally owned by another person and is 
forced to work for that person without pay ■ freed/escaped/ 
former slave s ■ He treats her like a slave. ■ Do it yourself! I’m 
not your slave! 

2 disapproving : a person who is strongly influenced and 
controlled by something — + to or of m She’s a slave to fash¬ 
ion. ■ a slave of desire 

2 Slave verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition 
slaves; slaved; slav-ing [no obj] : to work very hard ■ I 
slaved all morning to get the work done on time. ■ I spent all 
day slaving over a hot stove. [=1 spent all day cooking] ■ 
She’s been slaving away at her homework. 


slave driver noun, pi ~ -ers [count] 

1 : someone who is in charge of slaves and makes them 
work 

2 disapproving : someone who makes people work very hard 
■ The new boss is a real slave driver. 

Slave-hold-er / , slerv l houlda‘/ noun, pi -ers [count] US : a 
person who owns slaves 

— slave-hold-ing /'sleivjhouldirj/ adj ■ slaveholding towns 
Slave labor (US) or Brit slave labour noun [noncount] 

1 : work that is done by slaves or by people who are treated 
like slaves ■ prisoners being forced to do slave labor ■ a slave 
labor camp 

2 : slaves doing work ■ The pyramids were built by slave la¬ 
bor. 

^la-ver /'slzeva-/ verb -vers; -vered; -ver-ing [no obj] : to 
allow liquid to drip out of the mouth : drool ■ The dog sla¬ 
vered [=(more commonly) slobbered] over his food. 
2 slav*er /'slei v&l noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who was involved in buying and selling slaves in 
the past 

2 : a ship that was used to carry slaves from one place to an¬ 
other in the past 

slav-ery /'sleivari/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the state of being a slave ■ She was sold into slavery. 

2 : the practice of owning slaves ■ the abolition of slavery 
slave State noun, pi ~ states [count] : a state of the U.S. in 

which slavery was legal until the American Civil War 
Slave trade noun [noncount] : the activity or business of 
buying and selling slaves — used especially to refer to the 
business of buying and selling people as slaves before the 
American Civil War 

1 Slav*ic /'sla:vik/ noun [noncount] : a group of related lan¬ 
guages that includes Russian, Bulgarian, Czech, Polish, etc. 
2 Slavic adj ■ of or relating to the Slavs or their languages ■ 
Slavic people/languages/lands/folklore 
Slav-ISh /'sleiviJV adj, disapproving : copying or following 
someone or something completely without any attempt to be 
original or independent ■ a politician and his slavish follow¬ 
ers ■ slavish obedience/imitation ■ He has been criticized for 
his slavish devotion/adherence to the rules. 

— slav-ish-ly adv • He slavishly copies everything his older 
brother does. — slav-ish-ness noun [noncount] 

Sla-von-ic /sla'vcunik/ noun [noncount] : Slavic 

— Slavonic adj 

Slaw /'sla:/ noun [noncount] US. informal : coleslaw 

slay /'slei/ verb slays; slew /'slu:/ also slayed; slain 

/'slein/; slay-ing [+obj] 

1 a literary : to kill (someone or something) especially in a 
battle or war ■ The knight slew the dragon, b US : to kill 
(someone) — used especially in newspaper stories and head¬ 
lines; usually used as (be) slain • The victims were slain in 
their homes. ■ The headline read “Three Slain in Bank Rob¬ 
bery.” 

2 chiefly US, informal + old-fashioned : to delight or amuse 
(someone) very much ■ That guy slays me. [=that guy kills 
me; I think he’s very funny] 

— slay-er noun, pi -ers [count] - slaying noun, pi -ings 
[count] chiefly US ■ Police have arrested a man in connec¬ 
tion with three slayings that happened last month. 

sleaze /'sli:z/ noun, pi sleaz-es 

1 [noncount] somewhat informal : behavior that is dishonest 
or immoral ■ political sleaze and corruption ■ The newspaper 
editorial addresses the sleaze factor [ =dishonesty ] in political 
campaigns. 

2 [count] US, informal : a dishonest or immoral person ■ He’s 
a real sleaze. 

sleaze-bag /'sli:z,bzeg/ noun, pi -bags [count] informal : a 
dishonest or immoral person * She was involved with some 
sleazebag. • a sleazebag lawyer 

Sleaze-ball / , sli:z,ba:l/ noun, pi -balls [count] informal : a 
dishonest or immoral person ■ He is a lying sleazeball. 
slea-zy /'sliizi /adj slea-zi-er; -est informal 

1 : dishonest or immoral ■ a sleazy lawyer/trick 

2 : dirty and in bad condition from being neglected ■ a sleazy 
neighborhood 

3 : not decent or socially respectable ■ sleazy nightclubs/tab¬ 
loids ■ a dancer in a sleazy outfit 

— slea-zi-ness /'sliizinas/ noun [noncount] 

1 Sled /*sled/ noun, pi sleds [count] chiefly US : a small vehicle 
that has a flat bottom or long, narrow strips of metal or 
wood on the bottom and that is used for moving over snow 
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or ice — called also (Brit) 
sledge ; compare sleigh, to¬ 
boggan; see also dogsled 
2 sled verb sleds; sled-ded; 
sled*ding [no obj ] chiefly 
US : to ride on a sled espe¬ 
cially down a hill ■ We went 
sledding [=(Brit) sledging ] on 
the hill. 

- sled-der noun, pi -ders 
[count] 

sled dog noun, pi ~ dogs 
[count] chiefly US : a dog 
that is trained to pull a sled — called also (Brit) sledge dog 
1 sledge fslcfa/ noun, pi Sledg.es [count] Brit: ‘sled 
2 sledge verb sledges; sledged; sledg-ing [no obj ] Brit 
: 2 sled 

sledge-ham-mer /'slecfe^asmay noun, pi -mers [count] 

: a large, heavy hammer with a long handle — often used 
figuratively ■ The news hit me like a sledgehammer. [=1 was 
shocked by the news] 

sleek /'sli:k/ adj sleek-er; -est [also more —; most —] 

1 : straight and smooth in design or shape ■ the sleek lines of 
a sports car ■ a sleek , modem building 

2 : smooth and shiny ■ sleek, dark hair 

3 : stylish and attractive ■ a sleek young executive 

— sleek-ly adv ■ a sleekly modem building — sleek*ness 
noun [noncount] 

1 sleep /'sli:p/ verb sleeps; slept /'slept/; sleep-ing 

1 [no obj] : to rest your mind and body by closing your eyes 
and becoming unconscious ■ I couldn’t sleep last night. I was 
awake all night long. ■ I usually try to sleep for at least eight 
hours every night. ■ Did you sleep soundly/well last night? ■ I 
slept badly/poorly. ■ We were sleeping peacefully when a sud¬ 
den loud noise woke us up. ■ I can never sleep on airplanes. ■ 
He has trouble sleeping. [=finds it difficult to fall asleep] — 
sometimes used figuratively ■ New York is the city that never 
sleeps. [=a city that is full of activity all night] 

2 [+ obj] : to have enough space for (a specified number of 
people) to sleep in it ■ The tent sleeps five adults. 

let sleeping dogs lie see ‘dog 

sleep around [phrasal verb] informal + disapproving : to 
have sex with many different people ■ I heard he sleeps 
around. 

sleep away [phrasal verb] sleep away (something) or sleep 
(something) away chiefly US : to spend (a period of time) 
sleeping ■ Don’t sleep your day away, 
sleep a wink informal : to sleep for even a very brief time 
— used in negative statements ■ I didn’t/couldn’t sleep a 
wink [=didn’t/couldn’t sleep at all] last night. 
sleep in [phrasal verb] informal : to sleep past the time when 
you usually get up ■ On Sundays, we always sleep in. 
sleep like a baby/log informal : to sleep very well ■ After a 
long day of skiing, I slept like a baby/log last night. 
sleep off [phrasal verb] sleep (something) off or sleep off 
(something) informal : to sleep until the effects of alcohol, 
medication, etc., are no longer felt ■ She was sleeping off 
the anesthesia. ■ He had too much to drink, and I’m letting 
him sleep it off. 

sleep on it informal : to think more about something over¬ 
night and make a decision about it later ■ You’ve heard my 
offer. Why don’t you sleep on it and let me know what you 
decide. 

sleep over [phrasal verb] : to stay overnight at another per¬ 
son’s house ■ My mother said that you could sleep over on 
Saturday. — see also sleepover 
sleep through [phrasal verb] sleep through (something) : to 
sleep without being awakened by (something, such as a 
loud noise) ■ She slept (right) through the thunderstorm. 
sleep tight : to sleep deeply and well ■ Good night. Sleep 
tight. 

sleep together [phrasal verb] informal : to have sex with 
each other ■ She found out that her husband and his secre¬ 
tary were sleeping together. 

sleep with [phrasal verb] sleep with (someone) informal : to 
have sex with (someone) ■ She found out that her husband 
was sleeping with his secretary. 

2 sleep noun 

1 [noncount] : the natural state of rest during which your 
eyes are closed and you become unconscious ■ I just need to 
get some sleep. ■ How much sleep did you get last night? ■ He 
was diagnosed with a sleep disorder. [=a medical problem 


that prevents him from sleeping normally] ■ Her roommate 
talks/walks in her sleep. ■ The baby cried himself to sleep. 
[=cried until he fell asleep] ■ She sang the baby to sleep. [=she 
sang to the baby until it fell asleep] — see also REM SLEEP 

2 [singular] : a period of sleep especially of a particular kind 
■ The noise woke her from a deep/light sleep. ■ Sometimes all 
you need to feel better is a good night’s sleep. [=a full night 
of sleep] ■ (Brit) I think I’ll go to my bedroom and have a 
sleep. 

3 [noncount] informal : the dry substance that sometimes 
forms in the comers of your eyes while you are sleeping ■ He 
woke up and rubbed the sleep out of his eyes. 

get to sleep : to succeed in beginning to sleep : to fall 
asleep ■ It took me almost an hour to get to sleep last night. 
■ I woke up in the middle of the night, but I eventually got 
back to sleep, [^started sleeping again] 
go to sleep 1 : to begin sleeping ■ She lay down on the 
couch and went (right) to sleep. • Tell the kids it’s time to go 
to sleep. [=go to bed] ■ After the party, I just wanted to go to 
sleep. 2 If a part of your body (such as a foot or leg) 
goes to sleep, it is not able to feel anything for a brief time, 
usually because you have kept it in an awkward position 
for too long. ■ I have to move because my foot is going to 
sleep. 

in your sleep ■❖■If you can do something in your sleep, you 
can do it very easily because you have done it many times 
before. ■ She could bake those cookies in her sleep. ■ I can 
drive that route in my sleep. 

lose sleep over: to worry about (something) so much that 
you cannot sleep — usually used in negative statements ■ 
I’m disappointed about their decision, but I’m not losing 
any sleep over it. ■ I wouldn’t lose sleep over it if I were you. 
put to sleep 1 put (an animal) to sleep : to give (a sick or 
injured animal) drugs that will make it die without pain ■ 
We had to put my cat to sleep last week. 2 put (someone) 
to sleep a informal : to use a drug to make (someone) un¬ 
conscious before a medical operation : to give (someone) 
anesthesia before a medical operation ■ The doctor put the 
patient to sleep, b : to get (someone) ready to sleep for 
the night ■ Did you put the kids to sleep ? [=did you put the 
kids to bed?] C : to make someone fall asleep from bore¬ 
dom ■ That movie practically put me to sleep. ■ Her lectures 
used to put him to sleep. 

sleep-away /'sli:pa,wei/ adj, always used before a noun, US 
: providing beds and rooms so people can stay overnight for 
a number of nights ■ We sent the kids off to sleepaway camp 
for the week. 

sleep-er fsMipa/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 a : a person who sleeps in a particular way ■ a light sleeper 
[=someone who does not sleep well and wakes up easily] ■ a 
heavy sleeper [=someone who sleeps well and does not wake 
up easily] ■ a sound sleeper b ; someone who is asleep ■ 
Sleepers were awakened by the sound of a loud crash. 

2 a : a place or piece of furniture that can be used for sleep¬ 
ing — usually used before another noun ■ the sleeper cab of a 
truck ■ Our guests will use the sleeper sofa. [=a sofa that 
folds out to form a bed] b : sleeping car 

3 chiefly US, informal : someone or something that suddenly 
becomes successful in a way that was not expected "He may 
turn out to be the sleeper in this year’s election. ■ The movie 
was the summer’s sleeper. • The movie became the sleeper 
hit of the summer. 

4 : a spy who lives and works for a long time like an ordi¬ 
nary person among the people he or she is spying on — often 
used before another noun ■ a sleeper agent ■ The police dis¬ 
covered a sleeper cell [=a small organized group of spies] 
that had been operating in the city for years. 

5 US : a piece of clothing that covers the entire body includ¬ 
ing usually the feet and that is worn by a baby or small child 

6 Brit : one of the heavy beams to which the rails of a rail¬ 
way are attached : tie 

Sleeping bag noun, pi ~ bags [count] : a warm, long bag 
that is used for sleeping outdoors or in a tent — see picture 
at CAMPING 

Sleeping car noun, pi ~ cars [count] : a railroad car with 
beds for people to sleep in — called also sleeper 
sleeping partner noun, pi ~ -ners [count] Brit : silent 

PARTNER 

Sleeping pill noun, pi ~ pills [count] : a pill that contains a 
drug which helps a person sleep 

Sleeping sickness noun [noncount] : a tropical disease 
that causes fever, sleepiness, and usually death 
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Sleep-leSS /'sli:plns/ adj 

1 always used before a noun : without sleep ■ a sleepless night 

2 not used before a noun : not able to sleep ■ He lay sleepless 
in bed. 

— sleep-less-ly adv ■ He lay sleeplessty. — sleepless¬ 
ness noun [noncount] ■ He suffers from sleeplessness, [in¬ 
somnia] 

sleep-over /'sliiPiOuva 1 / noun, pi -overs [count] : a party 
where one or more people (especially children) stay over¬ 
night at one person’s house ■ Our daughter is having a sleep- 
over for her friends tomorrow. — see also sleep over at 
‘sleep 

Sleep-walk /'sli:p,wa:k/ verb -walks; -walked; -walk-ing 

[no obj] : to walk around while you are asleep 

— sleep-walk-er / l sli:p l wa:ka/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

— sleepwalking noun [noncount] 

Sleepy /'sli:pi/ adj sleep-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : tired and ready to fall asleep ■ She fehsleepy and went to 
bed. 

2 : quiet and not active or busy ■ a sleepy little town 

— sleep-i-ly /'sliipali/ adv • “Yes,” she murmured sleepily. 

— sleepiness / l sli:pinas/ noun [noncount] 

Sleepy-head /‘sli:pi,hed/ noun, pi -heads [count] chiefly 
US, informal : a sleepy person — used especially to address 
someone (such as a child) ■ Are you ready for bed, sleepy¬ 
head 7 

1 Sleet /'sli:t/ noun [noncount] : frozen or partly frozen rain ■ 
The snow turned to sleet and made driving very dangerous. 
2 sleet verb sleets; sleet-ed; sleet-ing [no obj] — used with 
it to say that sleet is falling ■ It’s sleeting outside. [=sleet is fall¬ 
ing from the sky] 

Sleeve /'sli:v/ noun, pi sleeves [count] 

1 : the part of a shirt, jacket, etc., that covers all or part of 
your arm ■ a shirt with long/short sleeves — see color picture 
on page C15; see also shirtsleeve 

2 a : a part that fits over or around something to protect it 
or to hold its parts together ■ The joint is covered with a met¬ 
al sleeve. ■ a plastic document sleeve b : jacket 2b ■ a 
record/CD sleeve 

an ace up your sleeve see ‘ace 

have/keep (something) up your sleeve informal : to 
have/keep a secret method, trick, etc., that you can use 
when it is needed ■ The coach always keeps a few tricks up 
his sleeve. ■ They still have some surprises up their 
sleeves. 

laugh up your sleeve see ‘laugh 

on your sleeve informal : in a way that can be clearly seen ■ 
Many politicians wear religion on their sleeves. [=show 
their religious beliefs in a very open way] ■ He wears his 
emotions/heart on his sleeve. [=his emotions are easy to 
see] 

roll up your sleeves see ‘roll 

— sleeved /'sli:vd/ adj • a long -sleeved shirt — sleeve-less 
/■sliivlas/ adj ■ a sleeveless dress 

Sleeve notes noun [plural] Brit : liner notes 
Sleigh /'slei/ noun, pi sleighs [count] : a large, open vehicle 
that is usually pulled by a horse over snow or ice 
Sleight Of hand /'slait-/ noun [noncount] 

1 : quick or deceptive hand movements that are used espe¬ 
cially to perform magic tricks ■ He performs sleight of hand 
with cards and books of matches. 

2 : the act of tricking or deceiving someone in a clever way ■ 
Investigative journalists exposed the company’s financial 
sleight of hand. 

slen-der /'slend zd adj slen-der-er; -est [also more most 

-] 

1 a : thin especially in an attractive or graceful way ■ She has 
a slender figure. ■ Deer have slender legs, b : very narrow 
: not wide ■ a flower with a slender stem ■ an animal with a 
long, slender snout 

2 : small or limited in amount or size ■ The President has a 
slender [=narrow, slim] lead in the polls. = The President 
leads by a slender margin in the polls. ■ (formal) young peo¬ 
ple of slender means [=young people who do not have much 
money] 

— slen-der-ness noun [noncount] 

Slept past tense and past participle of ‘sleep 

Sleuth /'slu:0/ noun, pi sleuths [count] old-fashioned 
: someone who looks for information to solve crimes : de¬ 
tective ■ a clever sleuth 

— sleuth-ing /'sluiOirj/ noun [noncount] ■ He did some 
sleuthing to see if he could turn up any clues. 


S level noun, pi S levels [count] Brit : the highest of three 
tests in a particular subject that students in England, Wales, 
and Northern Ireland take usually at the age of 18 ■ She got 
an A in her S levels in math, physics, and chemistry. — called 
also Scholarship level ; compare a level, o level 
1 Slew past tense of slay 

2 Slew /'slu:/ noun [singular] informal : a large number of peo¬ 
ple or things ■ A whole slew of people [=a lot of people] were 
waiting. ■ He has written a slew of books. 

3 Slew verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition slews; 
slewed; slew-ing : to turn or slide in another direction 
very quickly [no obj] His car slewed [=skidded, veered] side¬ 
ways off the road. [+ obj] He slewed the telescope three de¬ 
grees south. 

1 Slice /'slais/ noun, pi slic-es [count] 

1 a : a thin piece of food that is cut from something larger ■ 
a slice of bread ■ thin slices of roast beef b : a piece that is 
cut from a pie, cake, etc. ■ They sell pizza by the slice. [=they 
sell individual pieces cut from a pizza] ■ a slice of pie c : a 
piece that is cut from a piece of fruit ■ slices of melon/canta¬ 
loupe 

2 informal a : a part of something ■ A good slice [-portion] 
of the population saw the game on TV. b : an example of 
something ■ The Fourth of July parade was a real slice of 
Americana. 

3 sports : a shot in golf and other games that curves to the 
side instead of going straight ■ He hit a slice into the right 
rough. 

a slice of life : something (such as a story or movie) that 
shows what ordinary life is like • The story is/shows/pre- 
sents a slice of life in a small Midwestern town. — see also 

SLICE-OF-LIFE 

a slice of the action see action 
a slice of the cake see ‘cake 
a slice of the pie see pie 
2 slice verb slices; sliced; slic-ing 

1 a : to cut something with a sharp object (such as a knife) 
[+ obj] She sliced the lemon in half. ■ He sliced the board in 
two. [=he cut the board into two pieces] ■ He sliced open his 
finger while cleaning the fish, [no obj] The knife sliced 
through the cake easily. — sometimes used figuratively ■ His 
jokes sliced [=cut] through the tension in a room, b [+ obj] 
: to cut (something) into pieces or slices ■ She sliced the 
bread/tomato/pie. — often + up • He sliced up a banana. 

2 [+ obj] : to make (something) smaller by removing part of 
it ■ The university sliced [-cut] the research budget in half. 

3 sports : to hit or kick (a ball or shot) in a way that causes it 
to curve : to hit a slice [+ obj] (golf) She sliced her drive into 
the rough, [no obj] (golf) The ball sliced into the rough. 

4 : to move quickly and easily through something (such as 
air or water) [no obj] — usually + through • The ship’s hull 
sliced through the waves. [+ obj] The conductor sliced the air 
with his arms. 

any way you slice it or no matter how you slice it US, in¬ 
formal — used to say that the truth of a statement is not 
changed or affected by the way you describe or think 
about a situation ■ Losing is disappointing no matter how 
you slice it. [=losing is always disappointing] ■ Any way you 
slice it , online commerce is here to stay. 
slice and dice chiefly US : to divide something into many 
small parts especially so you can use the result for your 
own purposes ■ You can slice and dice the data any way 
you want. 

slice off [phrasal verb] slice off (something) or slice (some¬ 
thing) off : to remove (something) by cutting : to cut off 
(something) with a sharp object (such as a knife) ■ Slice off 
the excess fat after you cook the steak. — often used figu¬ 
ratively ■ The salesperson sliced 10 percent off of the cost 
of the car. 

the best/greatest thing since sliced bread informal — 
used to describe something or someone that you think is 
very good, useful, etc. ■ He thinks wireless Internet access 
is the greatest thing since sliced bread. 

— sliced adj ■ thinly sliced beef ■ sliced bread — slic-er 
noun, pi -ers [count] • a bread slicer 
Slice—Of—life adj, always used before a noun : showing what 
ordinary life is like ■ a slice-of-life drama 
1 Slick /'slik/ adj slick-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : very smooth and slippery ■ Be careful as you drive 
home—the roads are slick. 

2 : clever in usually a dishonest or deceptive way ■ a slick 
salesman ■ big corporations and their slick lawyers 
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3 a : skillful and clever ■ The new kid had some slick moves 
on the basketball court, b : very good : of the highest qual¬ 
ity • The students did a slick job of promoting the concert. • 
The video game has slick graphics. ■ a slick Broadway-style 
production 

— slickdy adv ■ very slickly done - slick-ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

2 slick verb slicks; slicked; slick-ing [+ obj] : to make 
(something) smooth and slippery ■ The rain slicked the roads. 
■ rain -slicked roads 

stick back/down [phrasal verb ] stick back/down (hair) or 
slick (hair) back/down : to pull (hair) back and make it 
look smooth or shiny by using water or some wet sub¬ 
stance (such as hair gel) • He climbed out of the pool and 
slicked back his hair. ■ He had long sideburns and dark 
slicked-back hair. 

3 Slick noun, pi slicks [count] 

1 : a thin layer of liquid that makes a surface very slippery; 
especially : oil slick 

2 : a smooth tire that is used in car racing ■ racing slicks 
Slick«er /'slika>/ noun, pi -ers [count] US : a long, loose rain¬ 
coat — see also city slicker 

1 Slide /'slaid/ verb slides; slid /'slid/; sliding 

1 a : to move smoothly along a surface [no obj ] The door 
slides open easily. ■ The firefighters slid down the pole to 
their trucks. [+ obj] He slid the bottle across the table. • Slide 
your finger along the seam. ■ She slid the paper under the 
door, b [no obj] : to move over ice or snow smoothly and 
often in a way that cannot be controlled ■ He slid across the 
ice. ■ Cars were slipping and sliding all over the roads during 
the snowstorm. 

2 [no obj] : to slip and fall ■ Her purse slid out of her hands. ■ 
The strap of her dress kept sliding down/off. 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition a : to move or 
pass smoothly and easily into or out of something [no obj] 
She slid into the booth beside us. • He slid into [=began do¬ 
ing] his impersonation of the president. [+ obj] He slid the 
key into his pocket. ■ He always finds a way to slide in a ref¬ 
erence to his new book, b : to move so you or your move¬ 
ments are not noticed [no obj] They slid [= slipped ] out of the 
room when nobody was looking. [+ obj ] He quietly slid the 
money into my hand. 

4 [no obj] : to become gradually worse over time ■ His par¬ 
ents are concerned that their son’s grades have started to 
slide, [^worsen] ■ Sales figures have been sliding [=declining] 
for the last three quarters. ■ The restaurant’s new manage¬ 
ment is really letting the quality of the food slide. 

5 [no obj] baseball : to dive toward a base to avoid being 
tagged out • He slid into second base. 

let (something) slide informal : to do nothing about (some¬ 
thing, such as another person’s mistake or bad behavior) 
: to ignore (something) ■ You were late this morning. I’ll let 
it slide this time, but don’t let it happen again. • It may be 
best to let things slide this time. 

2 Slide noun, pi slides [count] 

1 : a movement to a lower or worse state or condition : de¬ 
cline — usually singular ■ The recent slide in the stock mar¬ 
ket has made investors nervous. ■ The book describes her 
slide into depression. ■ the slide in television ratings • ( chiefly 
Brit ) Her career has been on the slide [=on the decline] for a 
couple of years. 

2 : an act of moving along or over a surface by sliding — 
usually singular ■ The car hit a patch of ice and went into a 
slide. [=began sliding] — see also landslide, mudslide, 
ROCKSLIDE 

3 : a structure with a slippery surface that children slide 
down • a playground slide — see picture at playground; 
see also waterslide 

4 baseball : the act of diving towards a base to avoid being 
tagged out ■ a slide into home plate 

5 : a small piece of film with an image on it that can be 
shown on a wall or screen by using a special machine (called 
a projector) ■ They showed us slides from their vacation in 
Europe. ■ a slide presentation/show/projector 

6 : a small, thin, and usually rectangular piece of glass that 
holds an object to be looked at under a microscope • She 
sent the slides to the lab. 

7 : a part of a musical instrument or a machine that is 
moved backward or forward • He oiled the slide of his trom¬ 
bone. ■ The slide mechanism on the machine was broken. 

8 Brit : barrette 

Slid*er /'slaidzr/ noun, pi -ers [count] 


1 baseball : a fast pitch that curves slightly in the air 

2 : something that slides 

Slide rule noun, pi ~ rules [count] : an old-fashioned in¬ 
strument that is like a ruler with a middle piece that slides 
back and forth and that is used to do calculations 
Sliding door noun, pi ~ doors [count] : a door that opens 
and closes by sliding sideways instead of by swinging on 
hinges 

Sliding scale noun, pi ~ scales [count] : a system in 
which the amount that people are required to pay in fees, 
taxes, etc., changes according to different situations or con¬ 
ditions — usually singular ■ Patients at the clinic pay on a 
sliding scale based on their income. 

' slight /'slait/ adj slight-er; -est 

1 : very small in degree or amount ■ slight adjustments/er¬ 
rors ■ a slight odor/cold/fever ■ There is a slight chance of 
rain. ■ Her head is tilted at a slight angle in the picture. ■ The 
medication didn’t have the slightest effect. [=did not have any 
effect] • If you have even the slightest doubt, then don’t do it. 

• There is not the slightest danger [=there is no danger] of that 
happening. 

2 : thin and not very strong or muscular ■ a slight woman 
not in the slightest: not at all : not in the least ■ "Does it 

bother you?” “ Not in the slightest .” 

2 slight verb slights; slight*ed; slighting [+ obj] : to of¬ 
fend or insult (someone) : to treat (someone) with disrespect 

• I’m sure he didn't mean to slight you. ■ He was slighted by 
his colleagues. 

— slight noun, pi slights [count] ■ a deliberate slight ■ The 
remark was not intended to be a slight on his character. 

— slighting adj • He made slighting references to her 
book. ■ a slighting remark 

SlighMy /'slaitli/ adv : in a very small amount or degree : a 
little ■ I got only a slightly better grade when I retook the test. 
■ I’m slightly confused. ■ The sauce has a slightly bitter taste. ■ 
The price has increased slightly. ■ Keep your knees slightly 
bent. • He seemed to move ever so slightly closer, [-he 
moved closer only by a very small amount] 
slightly built : thin and not very strong or muscular ■ a 
slightly built girl 

1 Slim /'slim/ adj slim-mer; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : thin in an attractive way ■ She looked slim and fit for her 
age. • He has a slim build. ■ I was a lot slimmer in those days. 

2 : small in amount, size, or degree ■ a slim majority ■ They 
have only a slim chance of winning. ■ "What are their chanc¬ 
es of winning?” “ Slim to none." [=they have almost no 
chance of winning] 

— slimdy adv [more most ~] ■ He was tall and slimly built. 

— slim-ness noun [noncount] 

2 slim verb slims; slimmed; slim-ming 

1 [+ obj] : to make (something) thinner ■ She started exercis¬ 
ing to slim her thighs. 

2 [no obj] Brit : 2 diet ■ I’ll skip dessert; I’m slimming. 

slim down [phrasal verb] 1 : to lose weight : to become 
thinner • She’s been trying to slim down. ■ He looks like 
he’s really slimmed down since last year. 2 slim down 
(something) or slim (something) down : to make (some¬ 
thing) smaller ; REDUCE ■ We have to slim down the com¬ 
pany’s advertising budget. 

Slime /'slaim/ noun, pi slimes 

1 [noncount] : a thick, slippery liquid ■ Green slime covers 
the surface of the pond. 

2 US, informal : a very bad, unpleasant, or dishonest person 
[noncount] That guy’s slime. ■ She thinks men are slime, 
[count] — usually singular • That guy’s a real slime. 

Slime*ball /'slaim,ba:l/ noun, pi -balls [count] informal : a 
very bad, unpleasant, or dishonest person • He’s a real slime- 
ball for leaving her. 

Slim dine /'slim,lain/ adj, always used before a noun, chiefly 
Brit : smaller or thinner in size than usual ■ a slimline CD 
case 

SlilTMTier /'slmW noun, pi -ers [count] Brit : a person who 
is trying to lose weight: dieter 

'"slimming adj 

1 [more most ~] : making you look thinner ■ That dress is 
slimming on you. ■ Black suits are slimming. 

2 always used before a noun : intended to help people lose 
weight ■ a controversial slimming [=(more commonly) diet] 
drug ■ slimming exercises 

2 Slimming noun [noncount] chiefly Brit : the act of losing 
weight ■ I know I’m in need of a little slimming. 

Slimy /'slaimi/ adj slim*i*er; -est [also more most ~] 
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1 a : covered with slime ■ a slimy rock/worm b : resem¬ 
bling slime ■ slimy mud • a slimy gel 

2 informal : very dishonest, bad, or immoral ■ a slimy busi¬ 
nessman/politician ■ slimy business practices 

3 informal : causing disgust : offensive • Get your slimy 
fingers off my jacket. 

— slim*i*ness noun [noncount] 

1 sling /‘sliq/ verb slings; Slung /'sIaq/; sling-ing [+ obj\ 

1 : to throw (something) with a forceful sweeping motion • 
She slung the bag over her shoulder. ■ The protesters started 
slinging [=flinging] stones at the police. — often used figura¬ 
tively ■ They slung [=hurled] insults at each other. ■ He was 
slung [-thrown] into jail for the night. — see also mudsling- 
ING 

2 : to hang (something) loosely ■ He slung a hammock be¬ 
tween two trees. — often used as (be) slung "His guitar was 
slung around his neck. ■ a low -slung belt 

sling your hook Brit, informal : to go away : leave ■ She 
angrily told him to sling his hook. 

2 sling noun, pi slings [count] 

1 : something that is used to lift, 
carry, or support something: such 
as a : a piece of cloth that hangs 
around your neck and is used to 
support an injured arm or hand ■ 

He has to keep his arm in a sling. 
b : a long strap attached to some¬ 
thing ■ a leather rifle sling c : a 
large piece of cloth that is worn 
usually around your neck and sling 

that forms a bag which is used to 

hold a baby close to you d : a large net, rope, chain, etc., 
that is used to lift heavy things ■ We attached the sling to the 
crane. 

2 : a strap usually with a pocket in the middle that is used to 
throw something (such as a stone) 

slings and arrows : the problems and criticisms that are 
experienced in someone’s life ■ Politicians must be willing 
to endure/suffer the slings and arrows of public life, 
sling-back /'slirj.baek/ noun, pi -backs [count] : a woman’s 
shoe that is open at the back and has a thin strap that goes 
around the heel 

Sling-Shot Alirj,/a:t/ noun, pi 
-shots [count] US : a Y-shaped stick 
with an elastic band attached to it 
that is used for shooting small stones 

— called also {Brit) catapult 
Slink /'shrjk/ verb, always followed by 

an adverb or preposition slinks; 
slunk /'slAQk/ also US slinked; 
slinking [no obj] : to move in a way 
that does not attract attention espe¬ 
cially because you are embarrassed, 
afraid, or doing something wrong - I . 

thought I saw someone slinking slingshot 

[^sneaking] around outside. ■ He 
slinked away in shame, 
slinky /'slujki/ adj slink-i-er; -est 

1 : fitting closely to the body in a sexy way ■ a slinky black 
dress ■ The dancers wore slinky costumes. 

2 : slow in a sexually attractive way ■ the song’s slinky 
rhythm ■ slinky dance movements 

1 Slip /'slip/ verb slips; slipped; slip-ping 

if no obj] : to slide out of the proper position ■ The ring was 
too big and slipped off my finger. ■ The engine’s belt contin¬ 
ued to slip. ■ The hammer slipped out of my hands. ■ The 
knife slipped and she cut herself. ■ My foot slipped on the 
stair and I fell. 

2 [no obj] : to lose your balance especially on a slippery sur¬ 
face • She slipped and fell. — often + on ■ He slipped on the 
stairs. ■ Be careful not to slip on the ice. 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to move easily 
across or over something [no obj] The drawer should just 
slip [=slide 1 into place. • The bib slips over the baby’s head. 
[+ obj] Help me slip the cover over the piano. 

4 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
move into or out of a place without being noticed ■ Someone 
was able to slip through security. ■ We’ll slip out the back 
door. — see also slip away (below) 

5 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to put 
on or take off a piece of clothing quickly or easily ■ He stood 
up and slipped on his jacket. ■ He slipped off his shoes. ■ Let 
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me just slip into my bathrobe. • You should slip out of those 
wet clothes. 

6 [+ obj] a always followed by an adverb or preposition : to 
put or place (something) somewhere in a quiet or secret way 
■ He slipped the key into his pocket. ■ Someone slipped a drug 
into his drink. ■ He managed to slip in [= include ] a few jokes 
during his speech, b : to give (something) to someone in a 
quiet or secret way - He slipped the envelope to his secretary. 
= He slipped his secretary the envelope. 

7 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
happen or pass without being noticed by someone or some¬ 
thing ■ Time keeps slipping away. ■ Her birthday slipped by 
without us knowing. ■ Despite all our efforts, some errors do 
slip past us. ■ We didn’t want to let the opportunity slip 
through our fingers. [=we did not want to let the opportunity 
pass without taking advantage of it] 

8 [no obj] a : to go from one state or condition to another ■ 
She was slipping out of consciousness. — often + into ■ The 
patient slipped into a coma. ■ The word has slipped into dis¬ 
use. ■ The actor slipped into character. [=the actor began to 
behave, speak, etc., like the character he was playing] b : to 
move into a lower or worse state or condition ■ The stock 
market has slipped to its lowest level in a month. ■ I can’t be¬ 
lieve he beat me. I must be slipping. • Test scores slipped [= de¬ 
clined 1 this year. 

9 [+ obj] a : to escape (someone) : to get away from (some¬ 
one) ■ The thief slipped his pursuers, b : to get free from 
(something) ■ The dog slipped its collar. 

10 [+ obj] medical : to have (a part of your body) move out 
of its normal position especially in a joint ■ I slipped a disc. 
let (something) slip or let slip (something) : to say (some¬ 
thing that you did not want to say) by mistake ■ He let slip 
that he’s looking for a better job. ■ Don’t let it slip that we 
hadn’t planned on inviting her. 

slip away [phrasal verb] 1 : to pass out of existence ■ The 
afternoon quietly slipped away. ■ They saw their four-run 
lead slip away. ■ Their grandmother slipped away [-died] in 
her sleep last night. 2 : to leave a place without being no¬ 
ticed ■ They slipped away from the party right after dinner. 
slip out [phrasal verb] : to be said by mistake ■ I didn’t intend 
to tell them. It just slipped out. 
slip through/between the cracks see 2 crack 
slip through the net see 'net 

slip up [phrasal verb] informal : to make a mistake ■ Make 
sure you don’t slip up again. 

slip your mind/memory informal : to be forgotten ■ Her 
birthday completely slipped my mind. [=1 completely for¬ 
got about her birthday] 

2 slip noun, pi slips [count] 

ia : a small piece of paper ■ He wrote the number on a slip 
of paper, b : a piece of paper that has a specified use or 
purpose ■ a deposit slip ■ a betting slip ■ a rejection slip — see 
also PINK SLIP, SALES SUP 

2 : a mistake ■ a careless slip ■ Their performance was very 
good except for a few minor slips. — see also A SLIP OF the 
TONGUE (below), FREUDIAN SLIP 

3 : a movement to a lower or worse state or condition : de¬ 
cline — usually singular ■ a ratings slip = a slip in the rat¬ 
ings 

4 : the act of losing your balance and falling especially on a 
slippery surface — usually singular ■ The bruise is from a slip 
on the ice. 

5 : a piece of woman’s underwear that is like a thin dress or 
skirt and that is worn under a dress or skirt ■ Her slip was 
showing. ■ You will need a half slip [=a slip that only covers 
you from the waist down] for that dress. — see color picture 
on page C13 

6 : a place for a ship or boat in the water between two piers ■ 
She guided her boat into one of the slips. 

a slip of the tongue : something that is said by mistake ■ a 
careless slip of the tongue 

give (someone) the slip informal : to escape (someone) 
: to get away from (someone) ■ The intruder ran from the 
police and gave them the slip. 

- compare 3 slip, “slip 

3 Sl ip noun [singular] old-fashioned : a young, thin person or 
animal — + of m He was a mere slip of a boy. [=he was just a 
small boyj ■ She was a wee slip of a thing. — compare 2 slip, 
“slip 

4 Slip noun [noncount] technical : thin, wet clay that is used in 
pottery — compare 2 slip, 3 slip 
slip-case /'shp,keis/ noun, pi -cas*es [count] : a hard pro¬ 
tective box for books or magazines that is open at one end 
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Slip*COV*er /'slip.kAva'/ noun, pi -ers [count] US : a loose, 
removable cloth cover for a piece of furniture ■ We put a 
slipcover on the sofa. 

Slip-knot /'slip,na:t/ noun, pi -knots [count] : a knot that 
can slide along the rope around which it is made and that is 
tightened by pulling on one end 
Slip—on /'slip,a:n/ noun, pi -ons [count] : a shoe that does 
not have ties, buckles, etc., and that you can put on or take 
off very easily ■ a pair of slip-ons • slip-on sandals 
Slip-page /'slipicfe/ noun, pi -pag-es formal 

1 : a movement downward : an act of moving into a lower 
or worse condition or state [count] price slippages ■ a slip¬ 
page [= decrease ] in sales [noncount] There has been some 
slippage in the stock’s price/value. [=the price/value of the 
stock has gone down] 

2 : the act of sliding or slipping [noncount] The boot’s sole 
prevents slippage, [count] an accidental slippage 

Slipped disc also chiefly US slipped disk noun, pi ~ 
discs also chiefly US ~ disks [count] medical : an injury to 
the spine in which one of the connecting parts between the 
bones slips out of its proper position and causes back pain 
Slip-per /'slipa-/ noun, pi -pers [count] : a light, soft shoe 
that is easily put on and taken off and that is worn indoors 

— called also (Brit) carpet slipper; see picture at SHOE 
Slip-pery /'slipari/ am slip-per-i-er; -est [also more 

most ~] 

1 : difficult to stand on, move on, or hold because of being 
smooth, wet, icy, etc. ■ The trails were muddy and slippery. ■ 
The floor looks slippery. ■ Fish are slippery to hold. ■ The sign 
cautions: “Slippery when wet." 

2 : not easy to understand or identify in an exact way ■ a slip¬ 
pery definition ■ slippery concepts/notions 

3 informal : not able to be trusted : tricky ■ slippery politi¬ 
cians 

— slip»per-i»ness noun [noncount] 

Slippery slope noun [singular] : a process or series of 
events that is hard to stop or control once it has begun and 
that usually leads to worse or more difficult things • His be¬ 
havior will lead him down a. slippery slope to ruin. 

Slip road noun,pi ~ roads [count]Brit : a short road that is 
used to get on or off a major road or highway : an on-ramp 
or off-ramp 

Slip-Shod /'slip'Jccd/ aci/ : very careless or poorly done or 
made ■ slipshod construction ■ He did a slipshod job. • Her 
scholarship is slipshod at best. 

Slip-Stream /'slip,stri:m/ noun, pi -streams [count] techni¬ 
cal : an area of low air pressure that is immediately behind a 
vehicle that is moving very fast and that other vehicles can 
ride in to go faster with less effort ■ The motorcycle was 
riding the truck’s slipstream. 

Slip-up /'slipup/ noun, pi -ups [count] : a careless mistake • 
We were late because of a slipup in the schedule. 

1 Slit /'slit/ verb slits; slit; slit*ting [+ obj] : to make a long, 
narrow cut or opening in (something) with a sharp object ■ I 
slit the bag open at the top. ■ The bag of seeds had been slit 
open. • Someone tried to slit his throat. [=someone tried to 
kill him by cutting his throat] • She tried to slit her wrists. 
[=to kill herself by cutting her wrists] 

2 Slit noun, pi slits [count] : a long, narrow cut or opening in 
something ■ You could see through the slit in the fence. ■ The 
skirt has a slit on one side. ■ a dress with a slit skirt 
Slith-er /*sh6&/ verb -ers; -ered; -er-ing 

1 [no obj] : to move by sliding your entire body back and 
forth • The snake slithered through the garden. • To get under 
the porch, I lay on my stomach and slithered like a snake. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to move 
smoothly, quietly, or secretly like a snake [no obj] She slith¬ 
ered quietly into the room. [+ obj] He slithered his hand 
around her waist. 

slith-ery /'sliftari /am slith»er»i»er; -est [also more most 

1 : having an unpleasantly slippery surface, feeling, or qual¬ 
ity ■ slithery reptiles 

2 : having a flowing and smooth look or way of moving ■ She 
wore a sexy, slithery dress. 

1 Sliv-er /'sli vzr/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a small, thin piece that 
has been cut, torn, or broken from something larger — often 
+ of ■ My son has a sliver [=splinter] of wood in his finger. • 
Just a sliver [=a very thin slice] of cake for me, please. — of¬ 
ten used figuratively ■ A sliver of light peeked through the 
curtains. ■ a sliver of hope 


2 sliver verb -ers; -ered; -er-ing [+ obj] somewhat formal : to 
cut or break (something) into small, thin pieces • The vase 
(was) slivered into thousands of shards when she dropped it. 

— slivered am ■ slivered almonds 

Slob /'sla:b/ noun, pi slobs [count] informal 

1 disapproving : a person who is lazy and dirty or messy ■ 
He’s a disgusting slob. 

2 : an ordinary person • Some poor slob got robbed. 
Slob-ber /'slaiba-/ verb -bers; -bered; -ber-ing [no obj] 

: to let saliva or liquid flow from your mouth : drool ■ Her 
baby just slobbered on the blanket. ■ The puppy slobbered all 
over me. 

slobber over [phrasal verb] slobber over (someone or some¬ 
thing) informal : to show that you like (someone or some¬ 
thing) in an excessive and uncontrolled way ■ His friends 
were slobbering (all) over his new sports car. 

— slobber noun [noncount] ■ I have dog slobber [=saliva] all 
over me. 

slob-bery /'slaibari/a*# : full of drool or saliva ■ a big, slob¬ 
bery (wet) kiss ■ a slobbery dog : covered in drool or saliva ■ 
The toy was all slobbery because the dog had been chewing 
on it. 

1 Slog /'sla:g / verb, always followed by a preposition or adverb 
slogs; slogged; slog-ging informal 

1 : to keep doing something even though it is difficult or 
boring : to work at something in a steady, determined way 
: plod [no obj] He slogged away at the paperwork all day. ■ 
She slogged through her work. [+ obj] She slogged her way 
through her work. 

2 : to walk slowly usually with heavy steps : plod [no obj] 
We’ve been slogging along for hours. ■ He slogged through 
the deep snow. [+ obj] They slogged their way through the 
snow. 

slog it out Brit, informal : to fight or compete until one side 
wins : to slug it out 

— slog-ger noun, pi -gers [count] 

2 Slog noun [singular] informal 

1 : a long period of hard work or effort • It will be a long, 
hard slog before everything is back to normal. 

2 : a long, difficult walk ■ It was a long slog up the mountain, 
slo-gan /'sloogsn/ noun, pi -gans [count] : a word or phrase 

that is easy to remember and is used by a group or business 
to attract attention ■ political/campaign slogans • advertis¬ 
ing/marketing slogans 

Slo-gan-eer-ing /,sloug3'ninr)/ noun [noncount] usually 
disapproving : the use of slogans in advertising or politics ■ 
There’s been too much sloganeering in this year’s mayoral 
race. 

Sloop /'slu:p/ noun, pi sloops [count] : a small sailboat with 
one mast 

1 slop /'sla:p/ verb slops; slopped; slop*ping 

1 a [no obj] : to spill from a container • Water slopped (over 
the edge) as he handed her the glass, b always followed by 
an adverb or preposition [+ obj ]: to splash or spill (a liquid) ■ 
She slopped coffee on her sweater. ■ Huge waves slopped wa¬ 
ter into the boat. 

2 [+ obj] US : to feed slop to (an animal) ■ slop the pigs 
slop around/about [phrasal verb] Brit, informal : to move or 

act in a lazy or relaxed way : to spend time resting or re¬ 
laxing ■ He slopped around the house all day. 

2 Slop noun, pi slops 

1 : food that is fed to pigs and other animals [noncount] The 
pigs are fed slop, [plural] The pigs ate the slops. 

2 [noncount] informal : soft, wet food that is very unappeal¬ 
ing ■ I won’t eat that slopl 

3 [noncount] chiefly US, informal : something that is worth¬ 
less, foolish, etc. ■ The movie is just a lot of sentimental slop, 
[-garbage] 

1 Slope /'sloup/ noun, pi slopes [count] 

1 a : ground that slants downward or upward : ground that 
slopes ■ They climbed the steep slope. ■ a slight/gentle slope 
b : an area of land on a mountain that is used for skiing - a 
ski slope — often plural ■ Let’s hit the slopes. [=let’s go ski¬ 
ing! ■ I love being on the slopes. [=1 love skiing] 

2 : an upward or downward slant • What is the angle of the 
slope ? ■ You can adjust the slope of the ramp. • a slope of 30 
degrees 

— see also slippery slope 

2 Slope verb slopes; sloped; sloping [no obj] 

1 : to not be level : to have a downward or upward slant ■ 
The ground sloped downward. ■ sloping mountainsides 
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2 : to not be straight: to lean or slant to the left or right ■ His 
handwriting slopes to the left. 

slope off {phrasal verb ] Brit, informal : to leave a place quiet¬ 
ly or secretly ■ He sloped off to bed. 
slop-py Ala:pi/ adj slop-pl-er; -est 

1 : not careful or neat: showing a lack of care, attention, or 
effort ■ a sloppy effort/essay ■ sloppy handwriting ■ Your work 
has been very sloppy lately. 

2 informal : romantic in a foolish or exaggerated way ■ a 
sloppy love song 

3 : containing or involving a lot of liquid or too much liquid 
* sloppy food ■ a sloppy mixture/kiss 

— slop-pi-ly /'slaipali/ adv — slop-pi-ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

Sloppy joe /'slaipi'cfeou/ noun, pi ~ joes [count] US 
: ground beef that is cooked in a thick, spicy sauce and usu¬ 
ally served on a bun 

slosh Ala:// verb, always followed by an adverb or preposi¬ 
tion slosh-es; sloshed; slosh-ing 

1 [no obj] : to walk through water, mud, etc., in a forceful 
and noisy way ■ The children sloshed through the big puddle. 

2 a [no obj \ of a liquid : to move in a noisy or messy way ■ 
Water sloshed in the bottom of the boat as it rocked. ■ Juice 
sloshed over the rim of her glass, b [+ obj] : to cause (a liq¬ 
uid) to move in a noisy or messy way ■ The child sloshed the 
water in the tub. 

Sloshed AlaiJV adj [more most ~] slang : very drunk ■ 
They were/got totally sloshed last night. 

1 Slot /'sla:t/ noun, pi slots [count] 

1 : a long, thin opening ■ a box with a slot in the top ■ He put 
three quarters into the machine’s (coin) slot. 

2 a : a period of time that is available or used for a particu¬ 
lar occurrence, event, etc. ■ The doctor has an open slot at 2 
p.m. ■ The network moved my favorite TV show to a differ¬ 
ent time slot, b : a place or position in an organization, 
group, etc. ■ They offered him a regular slot on the newspa¬ 
per’s editorial page. ■ We need someone to fill an open slot in 
the marketing department. 

3 US : slot machine — usually plural ■ He likes to play the 
slots. 

2 slot verb slots; slot-ted; slot-ting 

1 [+ obj] : to put (something) into a space which is made for 
it ■ He slotted the piece of wood into the groove. 

2 [no obj] : to fit easily into something ■ Her ideas slot neatly 
into the theory. 

slot in [phrasal verb] slot (someone or something) in infor¬ 
mal : to find a place for (someone or something) in a 
schedule, plan, etc. ■ I can slot you in at 2 p.m. 

Sloth /'sla:0/ noun, pi sloths 

1 [noncount] formal : the quality or 
state of being lazy : laziness ■ the 
sins/vices of gluttony and sloth 

2 [count] : a type of animal that lives 
in trees in South and Central Ameri¬ 
ca and that moves very slowly 

sloth-ful Ala:0fal/ adj [more ~; 
most ~] formal : lazy ■ a slothful 
person ■ slothful behavior/habits 
slot machine noun, pi ~ -chines 
[count] 

1 : a machine used for gambling that 
starts when you put coins into it and pull a handle or press a 
button — called also ( informal ) one-armed bandit, (Brit) fruit 
machine 

2 Brit : vending machine 

Slotted adj : having a slot or slots ■ a slotted spoon [=a 
spoon that has narrow holes in it so that liquid can pass 
through] 

1 slouch Alautf/ verb slouch-es; slouched; slouch-ing 

[no obj] : to walk, sit, or stand lazily with your head and 
shoulders bent forward ■ Sit up straight. Please don’t slouch . ■ 
She slouched into the room. ■ The boy was slouching over his 
school books. 

2 slouch noun, pi slouches 

1 [singular] : a way of walking, sitting, or standing with the 
head and shoulders bent forward ■ She walks with a slouch. 

2 [count] informal : a lazy or worthless person ■ (chiefly US) 
They’re just a bunch of lazy slouches. — usually used in the 
phrase no slouch to say that someone is very good at a par¬ 
ticular job, activity, etc. • She’s no slouch when it comes to 
cooking. [=she’s a very good cook] ■ He’s no slouch as a direc¬ 
tor. 


1 slough /'sUf/ verb sloughs; sloughed; slough-ing [+ 

obj] formal 

1 : to lose a dead layer of (skin) ■ Snakes slough (off) their 
skin annually. 

2 : to get rid of (something unwanted) — usually + off ■ We 
have to slough off our fears and face the challenge that con¬ 
fronts us. 

2 slough Alu:, Brit 'slau/ noun,pi sloughs 

1 [singular] : a sad or hopeless condition — usually + of • a 
slough of depression/frustration/sadness 

2 [count] : an area of soft, wet ground or deep mud ■ a slough 
of mud 

slov-en-ly /'slAvanli/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : messy or untidy ■ slovenly clothes • a slovenly man ■ He 
dressed in a slovenly manner. ■ slovenly habits 

2 : done in a careless way : sloppy ■ slovenly thinking/gram¬ 
mar 

— slov-en-li-ness noun [noncount] 

1 slow /'slou/ adj slow-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 a : not moving quickly : not able to move quickly ■ a slow, 
old dog ■ a slow runner/pace/speed b : not happening 
quickly : taking more time than is expected or wanted ■ a 
slow growth/increase/process ■ Bureaucracy is always slow. 
C : not operating quickly ■ a slow computer d : not doing 
something quickly ■ The buyers were slow to act, and the 
house was sold to someone else. : not able to do something 
quickly ■ a slow reader/leamer e : not allowing someone or 
something to move quickly • a slow racetrack/route 

2 : not easily able to learn and understand things ■ He was a 
quiet boy who seldom spoke, and some people thought he 
was a little slow. 

3 : not very busy or interesting ■ a slow market ■ Business is 
slow during the summer. ■ The first few chapters are slow, 
but after that it gets better. 

4 of a clock or watch : showing a time that is earlier than the 
correct time ■ The clock is (five minutes) slow. 

5 photography : not allowing photographs to be taken very 
quickly or when there is very little light • slow film 

a slow start A Someone or something that has a slow start is 
not successful at first but does well eventually. ■ Despite a 
slow start at the box office, the movie’s popularity has in¬ 
creased steadily. ■ The team got off to a slow start this sea¬ 
son but is playing well now. 
do a slow burn see 2 burn 
slow off the mark see 1 mark 

— slow-ish AlowiJV adj — slow-ness noun [noncount] 
2 slow adv slower; -est [also more most ~]: in a slow way 

or at a low speed • go/move/walk/drive slow ■ My computer 
is working slow. — opposite fast 
3 slow verb slows; slowed; slow-ing 

1 a [no obj] : to begin to move at a lower speed • The car 
slowed and gradually came to a stop. — often + down or up ■ 
The car slowed down a little as it approached the intersec¬ 
tion. ■ I slowed up and let the others catch up with me. b [+ 
obj] : to make (something, such as a car) move at a lower 
speed ■ The extra weight slowed the truck. — often + down 
or up • Slow the car down so that I can read the sign. ■ The ex¬ 
tra weight slowed up the truck. 

2 a [no obj] : to become slower ■ a slowing economy — often 
+ down or up • Business slowed down/up after the holidays, 
b [+ obj] : to make (something) slower — often + down or up 
■ They tried to slow down/up the process somewhat. 

slow down [phrasal verb] : to stop being very active, talking 
very fast, etc. * You’ve been working too hard. You need to 
slow down and take it easy for a while. ■ Slow downl You’re 
talking so fast I can hardly understand you. 

— slowing noun [singular] There has been a slowing of job 
growth in recent months, [noncount] There has been some 
slowing of the economy. 

slow-coach Alou,koutT/ noun, pi -coach-es [count] Brit, 
informal : slowpoke 

Slow-down Alou,daun/ noun, pi -downs [count] : a de¬ 
crease in the speed at which something is moving or happen¬ 
ing ■ an economic slowdown • The business had a slowdown 
after the holidays, 
slow lane noun, pi ~ lanes 

1 [count] : a section of a highway for cars that are traveling 
at slower speeds • He’s a nervous driver and always stays in 
the slow lane. 

2 [singular] : a situation in which someone or something is 
not advancing as quickly as others or is not as successful as 
others • His career is still stuck in the slow lane. 
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SlOW-ly /'slouli/ adv [more ; most ~] : in a slow way or at a 
low speed ■ go/walk/drive slowly ■ working/talking/moving 
slowly • Things are slowly getting better. 
slowly but surely : by making slow but definite progress — 
used to stress that something is happening or being done 
even though it is not happening or being done quickly • 
We’re getting the work done, slowly but surely. 

Slow motion noun [ noncount ] : a way of showing action 
that has been filmed or photographed at a speed that is slow¬ 
er than the actual speed ■ The scene was shot in slow motion. 
■ They showed the goal in slow motion. 

— slow—motion /'slou'mouj'an/ adj ■ a slow-motion replay 
■ slow-motion photography 

slow-poke /'slou,pouk/ noun, pi -pokes [count] US, infor¬ 
mal : a person who moves, acts, or works very slowly ■ We’re 
going to be late if that slowpoke doesn’t hurry up. — called 
also (Brit) slowcoach 

Slow—wit*ted /'slou'witad/ adj [more most ~] : slow to 

learn or understand things ■ a slow-witted child — opposite 

QUICK-WITTED 

Sludge /'slAtfe/ noun [noncount] 

1 : thick, soft, wet mud 

2 : a soft, thick material that is produced in various industri¬ 
al processes (such as in the treatment of sewage) 

3 : a thick material that can form in the oil in an engine and 
cause engine problems 

— sludgy /'slAcfci/ adj sludg-i-er; -est ■ sludgy ground 
1 slug /'sUg/ noun, pi slugs [count] 

1 : a small, soft creature that is like 
a snail without a shell ■ a garden slug 

2 US, informal : a lazy person ■ He’s 
such a slug. 

— compare 2 slug, 3 slug 
2 Slug noun, pi slugs [count] 

1 US : a small piece of metal that is 
fired from a gun : bullet ■ a .45 
slug 

2 US, informal : a disc shaped like a 
coin that is used illegally instead of a coin in a machine 

3 informal : a small amount of liquor taken in one swallow 

— usually + of • a slug of whiskey 

— compare ‘slug, 3 slug 

3 slug noun, pi slugs [count] US : a hard punch with the fist ■ 
a slug to the jaw— compare ‘slug, 2 SLUG 
4 slug verb slugs; slugged; slug-ging [no obj] informal : to 
hit (someone or something) hard with your fist, a bat, etc. ■ 
He said something nasty, and she slugged him. ■ (baseball) He 
slugged two home runs in yesterday’s game. 
slug it out informal : to fight or compete over something 
until one side wins ■ The companies are slugging it out in 
court. 

slug*ger /'slAg &/ noun, pi- gers [count] : someone who hits 
someone or something hard: such as a : a boxer who 
punches hard b baseball : a batter who hits many home 
runs 

slug-gish /'slAgiJ/ adj [more most ~] : moving slowly or 
lazily ■ a sluggish lizard/stream ■ The game picked up after a 
sluggish start. 

— slug-gish-ly adv ■ The water flowed sluggishly. — slug¬ 
gishness noun [noncount] 

1 Sluice /'slu;s/ noun, pi sluic-es [count] 

1 : an artificial passage for water to flow through with a gate 
for controlling the flow 

2 : a device (such as a floodgate) used for controlling the 
flow of water 

2 sluice verb sluices; sluiced; sluicing 

1 [+ obj] : to wash or spray (something or someone) with a 
stream of water ■ He sluiced (down) the floor. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
flow or pour down heavily • Rain came sluicing down. 

1 slum /'sUm/ noun, pi slums 

1 [count] : an area of a city where poor people live and the 
buildings are in bad condition ■ a city slum ■ He grew up in 
the slums of New York. 

2 [singular] Brit, informal : a very untidy place ■ His house is 
a slum. 

2 slum verb slums; slummed; slum.ming [no obj] informal 
: to spend time in places or conditions that are much worse 
than your usual places or conditions ■ She’s never been one 
to slum around (in cheap hotels). ■ He had no problem slum¬ 
ming (it) in cheap hotels. ■ He sometimes likes to go slum¬ 
ming in bars around the city. 


1 slum*ber /'slAmbay verb -bers; -bered; -ber-ing [no obj] 
literary : SLEEP ■ The children quietly slumbered. 

2 slumber noun, pi -bers literary : sleep [count] a dreamless 
slumber [noncount] She fell into deep slumber. 

Slumber party noun, pi ~ -ties [count] US : a party where 
one or more people (usually girls) stay overnight at one per¬ 
son’s house : SLEEPOVER • My 1 2-year-old daughter is hav¬ 
ing a slumber party tonight. 

slumlord /'slAnijloa-d/ noun, pi -lords [count] chiefly US, 
disapproving : a person who owns a building with apart¬ 
ments that are in bad condition and rents them to poor peo¬ 
ple 

1 slump /'sl/vmp/ verb slumps; slumped; slumping [no 

obj] 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition a : to sit or fall 
down suddenly and heavily ■ She fainted and slumped to the 
floor. ■ Exhausted, he slumped down into the chair, b : to 
move down or forward suddenly ■ His shoulders slumped 
forward in disappointment. 

2 : to decrease suddenly and by a large amount ■ Real estate 
prices slumped during the recession. 

— slumped adj ■ The driver of the car was found slumped 
over the steering wheel unconscious. • He was/sat slumped 
in front of the TV all afternoon. 

2 Slump noun, pi slumps [count] 

1 : a sudden decrease in prices, value, amount, etc. ■ a mar¬ 
ket slump — often + in ■ a slump in real estate prices 

2 : a period of time when an economy is doing poorly ■ The 
economy’s been in a slump since last year. 

3 US, sports : a period of time when a team or player is doing 
poorly ■ They’ve been in a slump ever since they traded their 
best player. ■ He’s in a batting slump. 

Slung past tense and past participle of ‘sling 
Slunk past tense and past participle of slink 
1 slur /'sW verb slurs; slurred; slur-ring 

1 a [+ obj] : to say (something) in an unclear way especially 
because you are drunk or tired ■ She was slurring her words. ■ 
His speech was slurred, b [no obj] of speech : to become un¬ 
clear especially because you are drunk or tired ■ His speech/ 
words slurred as he got drunker 

2 [+ obj] : to say critical and unfair things about (someone or 
someone’s character) ■ They tried to slur him by lying about 
his war record. ■ They tried to slur his character/reputation. 

3 [+ obj] music : to sing or play musical notes so that each 
one runs smoothly into the next one 

2 Slur noun, pi slurs [count] 

1 : an insulting remark about someone or someone’s charac¬ 
ter ■ a racial/ethnic slur [=an insult based on someone’s race/ 
ethnicity] 

2 music : a symbol in music that is used to show that notes 
are to be sung or played smoothly with no break in between 
them 

slurp /'slap/ verb slurps; slurped; slurp-ing [+ obj infor¬ 
mal : to eat or drink (something) noisily or with a sucking 
sound ■ He always slurps his soup/tea. 

— slurp noun,pi slurps [count] — usually singular ■ a quick 
slurp of coffee 

slur*ry /'sl^ri / noun, pi -rles [count, noncount] : a thick mix¬ 
ture of water and another substance (such as mud or lime) 
Slush /'sIa// noun [noncount] 

1 : partly melted snow ■ a sidewalk covered with slush 

2 informal : something that is thought to be silly because it is 
too romantic or emotional ■ The movie is just a lot of roman¬ 
tic/sentimental slush. 

— slushy /'sIaJV adj slush-i-er; -est ■ slushy snow 
slush fund noun, pi ~~ funds [count] : an amount of mon¬ 
ey that is kept secretly for illegal or dishonest purposes ■ a 
political slush fund ■ a secret slush fund for paying bribes 

Slut /'slAt/ noun, pi sluts [count] informal + offensive : a 
woman who has many sexual partners 

— slut-ty /'slAti/ adj slut-ti-er; -est ■ a slutty woman • slutty 
clothes 

Sly /'slai/ adj sli-er or sly-er; sli-est or sly-est [also more 
most ~] 

1 : clever in a dishonest way ■ a sly con man ■ a sly scheme 

2 : showing that you know a secret ■ a sly wink/glance/smile 
on the sly informal : in a secret way ■ They’ve been meeting 

each other on the sly. [=secretly] 

— sly-ly adv ■ He winked slyly. — sly-ness noun [noncount] 
Sm. abbr small 

S-M or S/M /iCsand'em/ abbr sadomasochism 
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1 smack /'smack/ verb smacks; smacked; smack-ing [+ 

obj 

1 : to slap or hit (someone or something) hard ■ He smacked 
the child on the bottom. ■ I was so angry I felt like smacking 
someone. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to set or hit 
(something) on or against something else so that it makes a 
loud noise ■ She smacked the plate down on the table. ■ He 
accidentally smacked his head against the shelf. 

3 US, informal : to kiss (someone) loudly ■ His aunt likes to 
smack him on the cheek every time she comes over. 
smack of \phrasdl verb ] smack of (something) : to seem to 

contain or involve (something unpleasant) ■ That sugges¬ 
tion smacks of hypocrisy. 

smack your lips : to close and open your lips noisily espe¬ 
cially before or after eating or drinking ■ She smacked her 
lips (together) and announced that dinner was delicious. 
2 smack noun, pi smacks [count] 

1 : a hard slap or hit ■ He gave the child a smack on the bot¬ 
tom. 

2 : a loud noise that is made when something hits something 
else in a forceful way ■ The dictionary fell to the floor with a 
smack. 

3 informal : a loud kiss ■ She gave him a smack on the cheek. 

— compare 3 smack, s smack, 6 smack 

3 smack noun [noncount] : a small, noticeable amount of a 
particular thing ■ a smack [-hint, trace] of vanilla flavor ■ 
There’s a smack of condescension in the book’s tone. 

— compare 2 smack, 5 smack, 6 smack 

4 smack adv, informal : exactly or directly ■ She dropped the 
book smack in the middle of the table. ■ The ball hit me 
smack in the face. 

5 Smack noun [noncount] slang : heroin — compare 
2 smack, 3 smack, 6 smack 

6 smack noun, pi smacks [count] Brit : a small fishing boat 

— compare 2 smack, 3 smack, 5 smack 
Smack-dab /'smgek'dteb/ adv, US, informal : exactly or di¬ 
rectly ■ They planted a tree smack-dab in the center of the 
lawn. 

Smack*er /‘smacks/ noun, pi -ers [count] informal 

1 : a U.S. dollar or British pound — usually plural ■ I won 
1,000 smackers gambling. 

2 : a loud kiss ■ She gave him a smacker right on the lips. 

1 Small /'sma:l/ adj smaller; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : Tittle in size ■ They live in a. small house. ■ a small glass of 
soda ■ She moved to a smaller town. ■ The toy is small 
enough to fit in my pocket. ■ He has small hands. ■ This room 
is a little smaller than that one. 

2 : few in number or little in amount ■ a small crowd/group/ 
company/party/school ■ a small supply/number ■ The movie 
was a small success. ■ There is a small [=slight] chance that 
they can still win. — see also small hours at hour 

3 : not very important : minor ■ a small matter ■ There are 
still a few small details we have to deal with. ■ It’s only a 
small mistake. ■ The change had only a small impact on the 
community. 

4 : very young ■ I loved the playground when I was small. ■ a 
small boy ■ They have two small children. 

5 : involving or including few people, things, etc. ■ She 
works for a small company. ■ small businesses/dealers/inves¬ 
tors ■ a small advertising campaign ■ a small fund-raiser 

6 : lowercase ■ The first letter is a capital, but the rest are 
small. 

7 : very soft and quiet ■ a small voice 

8 : foolish or ashamed ■ He’s just trying to make you feel 
small. ■ He felt very small to be caught cheating. 

a big fish In a small pond see 'fish 
In no small measure : to a great degree : largely or mostly ■ 
A child's happiness is due in no small measure [-in no small 
part] to its parents. 

(It’s a) small world see 'world 
not (In) the smallest bit see 'bit 

— small-Ish /'smaili// adj — small-ness /'smailnas/ noun 
[noncount] 

2 small noun, pi smalls [count] : something that is sold in a 
small size : something that is smaller than other things of the 
same kind ■ These shirts are all smalls. • “What size ice-cream 
cones do you want?” “We’ll take three larges and a small." 
the small of the/your back : the lower part of your back 
that is smaller and narrower than the rest ■ I felt a sharp 
pain in the small of my back. 
small ad noun, pi ~ ads [count] Brit: Classified 


Small arms noun [plural] : weapons (such as handguns and 
rifles) that are fired while being held in one hand or both 
hands 

Small beer noun [noncount] Brit, informal : small pota¬ 
toes 

Small Change noun [noncount] 

1 : coins that are not worth a lot of money ■ a pocket full of 
small change 

2 informal a : an amount of money that is not large or im¬ 
portant ■ The fine is a lot of money to some people, but to 
him it’s small change, b : something or someone that is not 
important ■ My problems are small change compared to 
yours. ■ He wasn’t a major criminal. He was strictly small 
change. 

small—claims court noun, pi - courts [count] law : a 
court where legal disputes over small amounts of money are 
settled 

Small fry noun, pi *+* fries informal 

1 US a [count] : a child — usually singular ■ I remember go¬ 
ing to the beach when I was just a small fry. b [noncount] 
: children ■ fun activities for the small fry 

2 [noncount] : people or things that are not important ■ Big 
businesses are not concerned with the small fry. 

Smallholding /'small,houldm/ noun, pi -Ings [count] 
chiefly Brit : a small farm 

— small-hold-er /'smaihhoukte/ noun, pi -ers [count] 
Small Intestine noun, pi ~ -tines [count] : the long, nar¬ 
row upper part of the intestine in which food is digested af¬ 
ter it leaves the stomach — see picture at human; compare 
LAROE INTESTINE 

Small—mlnd*ed /'sma'.l'mamdsd/ adj [more — ; most ~] 
disapproving 

1 : not interested in new or different ideas : not willing to ac¬ 
cept the opinions of other people ■ small-minded people 

2 : typical of a small-minded person ■ a small-minded atti¬ 
tude 

— small—mlnd-ed-ness noun [noncount] 

Small potatoes noun [noncount] US, informal : someone 
or something that is not important or impressive ■ Last 
week’s storm was small potatoes compared to the blizzard we 
had two years ago. ■ These changes are small potatoes. 
[-{Brit, informal) small beer] 

Smallpox /'sma:l,parks/ noun [noncount] : a serious dis¬ 
ease that causes fever and a rash and often death <■’ Small¬ 
pox is now very rare. 

Small print noun [noncount] chiefly Brit : fine print 
Small-Scale /'smarl'skeil/ adj 

1 : involving few people or things ■ a small-scale production ■ 
small-scale manufacturing 

2 : covering or involving a small area ■ a small-scale network 
■ a small-scale map 

small screen noun 

the small screen : television ■ a movie made for the small 
screen 

Small talk noun [noncount] : informal, friendly conversa¬ 
tion about unimportant subjects ■ They made small talk 
while waiting for the meeting to start. 

Small-time /'smarl'taim/ adj ■ not very important or suc¬ 
cessful : petty ■ small-time racketeering ■ a small-time thief 
Small—town /'smarl,taun/ adj : of or relating to a small 
town ■ small-town values/life/charm : coming from or living 
in a small town ■ a small-town girl — compare bio-city 
smarmy /'smaarni/ adj smarm-l-er; -est informal + disap¬ 
proving : behaving in a way that seems polite, kind, or pleas¬ 
ing but is not genuine or believable ■ a smarmy salesman/pol¬ 
itician • smarmy politeness 
1 smart /'smaa*/ adj smart-er; -est 

1 chiefly US a : very good at learning or thinking about 
things : intelligent ■ He’s a smart [^bright, clever] guy. • 
Poodles are said to be smart dogs. — see also street-smart 
b : showing intelligence or good judgment: wise ■ That was 
a smart investment. ■ Taking that job was a smart move. [=a 
good decision] 

2 informal + disapproving : behaving or talking in a rude or 
impolite way : showing a lack of respect for someone ■ Don’t 
get smart with me. [=don’t be rude to me] ■ He gave her a 
smart answer. 

3 : very popular : stylish and fashionable — somewhat old- 
fashioned in U.S. English ■ one of the smartest restaurants in 
town ■ He hangs out with the smart set [=the popular and 
usually rich people] 
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4 : very neat and clean — somewhat old-fashioned in U.S. 
English ■ What a smart [= beautiful, charming] little kitchen 
you have! ■ He looks smart [=(f/5’) sharp] in his new suit. 

5 : very quick and energetic ■ I gave him a smart slap on the 
head. ■ We continued along at a very smart pace. 

6 : controlled by computers and able to do things that seem 
intelligent ■ smart bombs/weapons 

smart money — used to say who or what is expected to win, 
be successful, etc. ■ The smart money is on Jones to win 
the election. [=people think that Jones will win the elec¬ 
tion] 

— smart'ly adv • She slapped him smartly. ■ He was smartly 
dressed. — smart-ness noun [noncount] 

2 smart verb smarts; smart-ed; smarting [no obj ] 

1 : to feel a sudden sharp pain ■ “Ouch! That smarts !” ■ Her 
eyes were smarting from the smoke. 

2 : to be upset about something — usually used as (be) 
smarting ■ He’s still smarting at/from/over losing the match 
last month. 

smart off [phrasal verb] US, informal : to say rude and irri¬ 
tating things to someone ■ Ignore her, she is just smarting 
off again. 

3 smart adv smarter; -est : in a smart way : smartly ■ He 
plays smart and the fans appreciate that. ■ I dress smarter 
than she does. ■ P/ay it smart during the contract negotia¬ 
tions and you’ll get more vacation time. 

Smart—al*eck /'smaa^sehk/ noun, pi -ecks [count] infor¬ 
mal + disapproving : a person who says things that are clever 
or funny but that are also disrespectful or rude ■ He’s a nice 
kid but sometimes he can be a real smart-aleck. ■ Don’t be 
such a smart-aleck. 

— smart—aleck or smart—al-ecky /'smaM.zehki/ adj 
[more most ~] ■ smart-aleck remarks ■ a smart-alecky 
comment 

smart—arse /'smaat^as/ noun, pi -ars«es [count] Brit, in¬ 
formal + impolite : smart-aleck 

— smart—arse or smart—arsed /'smaat^a^t/ adj [more 

most ~ ] ■ smart-arse remarks 

smart—ass /'smaat^s/ noun, pi -assies [count] US, infor¬ 
mal + impolite : smart-aleck ■ Quit being a smart-ass and 
behave yourself. 

— smart—ass or smart—assed /'smaat^sest/ adj [more 
most ~] ■ a smart-assed remark ■ a smart-ass attitude 

Smart card noun, pi ~ cards [count] : a plastic card (such 
as a credit card) that has a small computer chip for storing 
information 

smart-en /'sma^tn/ verb -ens; -ened; -en-ing 

smarten up [phrasal verb] 1 US a : to become more intel¬ 
ligent or aware : to become smarter ■ He told me to smart¬ 
en up and pay attention to the teacher. ■ He’d better smart¬ 
en up [-wise up] or he’ll get fired, b smarten (someone or 
something) up or smarten up (someone or something) : to 
make (someone or something) smarter or more aware ■ 
Someone needs to smarten him up before he gets in trou¬ 
ble. 2 smarten (someone or something) up or smarten up 
(someone or something) : to make (someone or some¬ 
thing) neat and attractive ■ They smartened [=spruced] 
themselves up for the party. ■ They smartened up the room 
for the party. 

smart—mouth /'smaa^mauG/ or smart—mouthed 

/'smaat.mauGt/ adj, US, informal + disapproving : saying 
rude or disrepectful things ■ smart-mouth comments ■ a 
bunch of smart-mouthed kids 

— smart-mouth noun, pi -mouths [count] ■ He’s a real 
smart-mouth. 

Smarts /'smarts/ noun [plural] US, informal : intelli¬ 
gence ■ He’s got the smarts [-brains, know-how] to do the 
job. — see also street smarts 

smarty or smart-ie /■smaa'ti/ noun, pi smart-ies [count] 
US, informal 

1 : smart-aleck ■ Don’t be such a smarty. 

2 : a smart person ■ She’s a real smarty and does her job very 
well. 

smarty—pants / , smaa'ti,p£ents/ noun [noncount] informal + 
disapproving : a person who talks and behaves like someone 
who knows everything • Go ahead, smarty-pants, tell us 
about your grade point average. • Don’t be such a smarty- 
pants. [=know-it-all] 

1 smash /‘smsej/ verb smash.es; smashed; smashing 

1 : to break (something) into many pieces : to shatter or de¬ 
stroy (something) [+ obj] He smashed the vase with a ham¬ 
mer. ■ The ball smashed the window, [no obj] The vase fell 


and smashed to pieces. ■ The window smashed [-shattered] 
when the baseball hit it. 

2 a : to hit (something) violently and very hard [+ obj] She 
smashed [- crushed] her finger in the door, [no obj] He 
smashed into the wall. ■ The car smashed [-crashed] into the 
rail, b [+ obj] : to hit (a ball) downward and very hard in 
tennis and other games ■ She smashed the ball deep into the 
opposite comer. 

3 [+ obj] : to destroy or beat (someone or something) easily 
or completely ■ We smashed our opponents. • He smashed 
the world record. [=he broke the world record by a large 
amount] 

4 [+ obj] : to crash (a vehicle) ■ He smashed his car. — often 
+ up in U.S. English ■ She smashed up her new car. 
smash down [phrasal verb] smash (something) down or 

smash down (something) : to hit (something) hard so that 
it breaks and falls down ■ Police smashed down the door. 
smash in [phrasal verb] smash (something) in or smash in 
(something) : to hit (something) hard so that you break it 
or make a hole in it ■ I smashed in the window. ■ I was so 
mad I felt like smashing his face in. 
smash up [phrasal verb] smash (something) up or smash up 
(something) : to break and destroy (something) in a delib¬ 
erate way ■ Vandals broke in and smashed the place up. 
— see also 1 smash 4 (above), smashup 
— smash-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

2 smash noun, pi smashes [count] 

1 : someone or something that is very successful or popular ■ 
The new movie is a smash. ■ She was a smash at the party. ■ 
His new song promises to be a smash hit 

2 : the sound made when something hits a surface very vio¬ 
lently ■ The vase fell to the ground with a loud smash. 

3 : a hard downward hit in tennis or other games • She hit an 
overhand smash that won the match. 

4 Brit : crash, smashup • a car smash 

smash—and—grab adj, always used bejore a noun, chiefly 
Brit — used to describe a robbery that is done by breaking a 
window of a car, store, etc., and stealing whatever you can 
take quickly ■ a smash-and-grab robbery/thief 
smashed /'smse/t/ adj 

1 : broken to pieces ■ a smashed window 

2 not used bejore a noun [more most ~] slang : very drunk 
■ He had a few too many beers and was smashed. 

smashing /'smjeJ'ii)/ adj [more most ~] old-fashioned 
: very good or impressive ■ ( chiefly Brit) You look smashing 
in that dress. = That dress looks smashing on you. ■ The play 
was a smashing success. [=a very great success] 
smash*Up /'smceJtAp/ noun, pi -ups [count] informal : an 
accident that badly damages or destroys a vehicle : crash ■ 
a four-car smashup 

smat-ter-ing /'smeetanr)/ noun [singular] : a small amount 
of something ■ She only knows a smattering of German. ■ a 
smattering of applause 
1 smear /'smia*/ noun, pi smears [count] 

1 : a dirty mark, spot, streak, etc., made by touching or rub¬ 
bing something ■ There was a smear [=smudge] on the mir¬ 
ror. 

2 medical : a very small sample of something (such as skin 
or blood) that someone examines with a microscope ■ The 
blood smear revealed malaria. — see also pap smear 

3 : an untrue story about a person that is meant to hurt that 
person’s reputation ■ a deliberate smear — often used before 
another noun ■ a. smear campaign ■ His opponent did a smear 
job on him. 

2 smear verb smears; smeared; smear-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to make (something) dirty by rubbing it with 
something else ■ The children smeared the window with fin¬ 
gerprints. 

2 [+ obj : to spread (something) over a surface ■ She smeared 
jam on her toast. ■ Butter was smeared all over the counter. ■ 
The axle was smeared [-covered] with grease. ■ children with 
paint -smeared faces 

3 a [no obj] : to spread or drip in an untidy way ■ Her mas¬ 
cara smeared when she cried. ■ The ink smeared [=smudged] 
when she folded the letter, b [+ obj] : to cause (something) 
to spread or drip in an untidy way ■ Water smeared 
[=smudged] the ink so I could barely read the letter. 

4 [+ obj] : to make untrue statements about someone in or¬ 
der to hurt that person’s reputation ■ political opponents 
smearing each other • They deliberately tried to smear him 
by telling lies about his war record. ■ They tried to smear his 
reputation. 
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Smear test noun, pi ~ tests [count] Brit, medical : pap 
smear 

1 smell /'smel/ noun, pi smells 

1 [count] a : the quality of a thing that you can sense with 
your nose : odor ■ the distinctive smell of onions ■ the smell 
[=scent] of her perfume b : an unpleasant odor ■ What is 
that smell ? 

2 [noncount] : the ability to notice or recognize odors : the 
ability to smell things ■ Dogs have a keen sense of smell. 

3 [singular] : an act of smelling something ■ One smell 
[-whiff] of this perfume and you will fall in love with it. 

2 smell verb smells; smelled or Brit smelt /'smelt/; smell¬ 
ing 

1 a [+ obf] : to use your nose to sense smells ■ She leaned 
over and smelled the flowers. * She smelled [=sn\ffed] the 
milk to see if it was sour, b : to be able to use your nose to 
sense smells [no obf] I have a cold right now so I can't smell. 
[+ obf] I can’t smell anything because I'm so stuffed up. c 
not used in progressive tenses [+ obf] : to notice something be¬ 
cause of its smell ■ I could smell dinner cooking. ■ I think I 
smell gas. 

2 a [linking verb] : to have a particular smell ■ This car smetts 
like mold. ■ That soup smells good. — sometimes + of • He 
smelled of alcohol, b not used in progressive tenses [no obf] 

: to have a bad smell ■ Whew, what smells ? ■ These sneakers 
smell. [: =stink ] 

3 a [+ obf] : to sense or detect (something) : to think that 
(something) is going to happen ■ Can’t you smell the profits? 

■ As the end of the game got closer, our team began to smell 
victory. [=began to sense/feel that victory was very near] ■ I 
smell trouble. [=1 think there’s going to be trouble] b [no 
obf] : to appear or seem to have a certain quality ■ Something 
doesn’t smell [=seem] right about this deal. 

come out/up smelling like a rose see 2 rose 
smell a rat see 'rat 

smell out [phrasal verb] smell (something) out or smell out 
(something) : to find (something) by smelling it ■ Police 
have trained the dogs to smell out [=sn(ff out] drugs. 

(stop and) smell the roses see 2 rose 
Smelling salts noun [plural] : a chemical that has a strong 
smell and that is used to wake people up after they faint 
smelly /'smeli/ adj smelbber; -est : having a bad smell ■ I 
don’t like smelly cheese. ■ smelly sneakers ■ smelly [=stinky] 
feet 

1 smelt /'smelt/ noun, pi smelts or smelt [count] : a type of 
small fish that can be eaten 

2 smelt verb smelts; smelt-ed; smelt-ing [+ obj] : to melt 
rock that contains metal in order to get the metal out ■ the 
process used for smelting iron ore 
3 Smelt Brit past tense and past participle o/ 2 SMELL 
smelt-er /'smelts'/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a machine used 
for smelting metal 

smid«gen also smicbgeon also chiefly Brit smicbgin 
/'smicfesn/ or US smidge /'smicfc/ noun [singular] informal 
: a small amount ■ I’ll just have a smidgen of ice cream. ■ a 
smidgen of dignity ■ Could you move just a smidge [=bit] to 
the left? 

1 smile /'smajsl/ noun, pi smiles [count] : an expression on 
your face that makes the comers of your mouth turn up and 
that shows happiness, amusement, pleasure, affection, etc. ■ 
He greeted me with a big smile. ■ I like your smile. ■ She gave 
me a smile. [=she smiled at me] ■ a polite smile ■ a smile of 
pleasure/satisfaction 

all smiles : happy and smiling • She was all smiles as she 
opened her birthday presents. 
wipe that/the smile off someone’s face see 'wipe 
2 smile verb smiles; smiled; smibing 

1 [no obf] : to make a smile : to make the comers of your 
mouth turn up in an expression that shows happiness, 
amusement, pleasure, affection, etc. ■ The photographer 
asked us to smile for the camera. ■ She smiled when she saw 
him. ■ She hasn't had much to smile about lately. [=she hasn’t 
had much reason to feel happy lately] ■ He smiled to himself 
[=he smiled or felt happy] as he looked at the photos. — of¬ 
ten + at • She smiled at me. ■ I had to smile at his silly com¬ 
ments. 

2 [+ obf] a : to show or express (something, such as approv¬ 
al, encouragement, etc.) by a smile ■ Both parents smiled 
their approval. ■ I smiled my encouragement, b : to say 
(something) with a smile ■ “Nice job,” she smiled. 

smile on/upon [phrasal verb] smile on/upon (someone or 
something) : to make (someone or something) have good 


luck or success ■ Fortune smiled upon us. [=we were lucky] 

■ Lady Luck smiled on me and I won the jackpot. 
1 smil«ey /'smaili/ adj [more most ~ ] : happy and cheerful 
: smiling a lot ■ She’s a very smiley kid. 

2 smiley noun, pi smibies [count ]: smiley face 
Smiley face noun, pi faces [count] : a symbol used in 
typing, writing, or drawing that represents a person smiling ■ 
He ended his e-mail with a smiley face. • The teacher drew a 
smiley face on the student’s homework. ■ a smiley-face but¬ 
ton 

Smibing«ly /'smallish/ adv [more most ~] : with a smile 
: while smiling ■ “May I help you?” he asked smilingly. ■ The 
waiter smilingly described the specials, 
smirk /'sma-k/ verb smirks; smirked; smirk-ing [no obj] 

: to smile in an unpleasant way because you are pleased with 
yourself, glad about someone else’s trouble, etc. ■ She tried 
not to smirk when they announced the winner. — often + at 

■ She smirked at the thought of how this would hurt him. 

— smirk noun, pi smirks [count] ■ He had a big smirk on his 
face when he told me the news. 

smite /'smait/ verb smites; smote /'smout/; smit-ten 
/'smitii/ or smote; smithing [+ obf] literary + old-fashioned 

1 : to hurt, kill, or punish (someone or something) ■ He 
vowed that he would smite his enemy. ■ Misfortune smote 
him and all his family. 

2 : to hit (someone or something) very hard ■ He smote the 
ball mightily. 

Smith /'smi0/ noun, pi smiths [count] : a person who makes 
things (such as tools or horseshoes) with iron : blacksmith 

■ Ancient smiths developed the techniques needed to make 
metal tools. — see also goldsmith, gunsmith, silver¬ 
smith 

smith*er»eens /,smi53'ri:nz/ noun [plural] informal : small 
broken pieces : tiny bits ■ The car was blown to smithereens. 
[=was completely destroyed by an explosion] ■ The vase was 
smashed to smithereens. ■ An explosion here could blow us 
all to smithereens. 

smithy /'smi0i/ noun, pi smith>ies [count] 

1 : the place where a blacksmith works ■ They tore down the 
old smithy behind the general store. 

2 : smith ■ In earlier times, the town smithy [= blacksmith ] 
would repair pots and wagon wheels. 

smit*ten /'smiti?/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : in love with someone or something ■ From the moment 
he saw her, he was smitten. — usually + by or with ■ He was 
smitten with her from the moment he laid eyes on her. ■ I was 
smitten by his good looks. ■ consumers smitten with the latest 
gadgets 

2 : suddenly affected by something (such as a strong emo¬ 
tion or a serious illness) — usually + by or with ■ He was smit¬ 
ten by disaster. ■ She was smitten with terror. 

- see also smite 

Smock /'smark/ noun, pi smocks [count] 

1 : a light and loose long shirt usually worn over your regu¬ 
lar clothing to protect it from getting dirty ■ an artist’s smock 
• The children’s smocks were covered with paint. — called 
also (Brit) overall 

2 : a long shirt usually worn by women 

smock-ing /'smaikirj/ noun [noncount] : a type of decora¬ 
tion for clothing that is made of many small folds that are 
sewn into place 

Smog /'sma:g/ noun [noncount] : fog mixed with smoke : a 
cloud of dirty air from cars, factories, etc., that is usually 
found in cities 

smog-gy /'sma:gi/ adi smog-gi-er; -est [also more ~; 
most —] : having a lot of smog ■ smoggy cities 
1 smoke /'smouk/ noun, pi smokes 

1 [noncount] : the cloud of black, gray, or white gases and 
dust that is produced by burning something ■ Smoke from 
the campfire stung my eyes. ■ cigarette smoke ■ We could see 
black smoke from the house fire. ■ I smell Smoke. ■ smoke in¬ 
halation — see also secondhand smoke 

2 a [count] informal : a cigarette, cigar, etc. : something that 
people smoke ■ Hey, (have you) got a smoke ? ■ Can I bum a 
few smokes off you? b [singular] : the act of smoking a cig¬ 
arette, cigar, etc. ■ He went outside for a smoke. = He went 
outside to have a smoke. [=to smoke a cigarette, cigar, etc.] 
blow smoke chiefly US, informal : to lie about something 

: to say things that are not true in order to fool or impress 
people ■ Don’t listen to him. He’s just blowing smoke, 
go up in smoke 1 : to bum up completely ■ All their pos¬ 
sessions went up in smoke. [=bumed in a fire] 2 informal 
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: to end or disappear completely ■ When she hurt her back, 
all her dreams of being a dancer went up in smoke, 
where there’s smoke, there’s fire {chiefly US) or there’s 
no smoke without fire — used to say that if people are 
saying that someone has done something wrong there is 
usually a good reason for what they are saying ■ “Do you 
believe those rumors about the mayor?” “Well, you know 
what they say, where there's smoke, there’s fire." 

2 smoke verb smokes; smoked; smok-ing 

1 : to suck the smoke from a cigarette, cigar, pipe, etc., into 
your mouth and lungs and then exhale it [+ obj] I caught her 
smoking a cigarette. ■ He was thrown out of school for smok¬ 
ing marijuana, [no obj] She smokes and drinks, but I don’t. ■ 
Do you mind if I smoke in here? — see also chain-smoke, 

SMOKING 

2 [+ obj ]: to produce smoke ■ That old car smokes when you 
start it up. ■ the smoking remains of a fire ■ Olive oil has a 
high smoking point [=it does not begin to produce smoke 
until it is heated to a high temperature] 

3 [+ obj] : to use smoke to flavor and preserve (food, such as 
meat, cheese, or fish) ■ We smoke our hams over hickory. 
— see also smoked 

4 [+ obj] US, informal a : to beat (someone or something) 
completely : defeat ■ They smoked the competition. ■ We 
got smoked, b : to hit (a ball) very hard and fast ■ ( baseball) 
He smoked a line drive into left field. ■ ( tennis ) She smoked a 
forehand down the line. 

put/stick that In your pipe and smoke It see ‘pipe 
smoke like a chimney chiefly US, informal : to smoke a lot 
of cigarettes, cigars, etc. ■ She still smokes like a chimney 
despite warnings from her doctor. 
smoke out [phrasal verb] smoke (someone or something) 
out or smoke out (someone or something) : to force 
(someone or something) to leave a place by filling the 
place with smoke ■ The hunters tried to smoke the foxes 
out of the den. — often used figuratively ■ She’s deter¬ 
mined to smoke out [=find out] the truth about what really 
happened. 

Smoke alarm noun, pi ~ alarms [count] : a device that 
makes a loud and harsh noise when smoke fills a room — 
called also smoke detector 

Smoke and mirrors noun [plural] chiefly US : something 
that seems good but is not real or effective and that is done 
especially to take attention away from something else that is 
embarrassing or unpleasant ■ The new proposal brings no 
real changes—it’s all just smoke and mirrors. 

Smoke bomb noun, pi ~ bombs [count] : a bomb that 
produces a lot of smoke when it explodes ■ Police threw 
smoke bombs at the rioters. 

Smoked adj [more most ~] 

1 : treated with smoke to add flavor and prevent spoiling ■ 
smoked ham/mozzarella/salmon 

2 : covered by a gray film : tinted gray ■ smoked glass/win¬ 
dows 

smoke detector noun, pi — tors [count]: smoke alarm 
smoke—filled room noun, pi - rooms [count] : a room 
or place where secret decisions are made by a small group of 
powerful people ■ political deals made in smoke-fillea rooms 
Smoke—free adj [more most ~] — used to describe a 
place where people are not allowed to smoke ■ We guarantee 
a smoke-free working environment, 
smoke grenade noun, pi ~ -nades [count] chiefly US 

: SMOKE BOMB 

smoke-house Amoukihaus/ noun, pi -hous-es [count] 
: a building where meat or fish is given flavor and kept from 
spoiling by the use of smoke ■ Hams hung from the rafters of 
the smokehouse. 

smoke-less /'smouklas/ adj : not producing or containing 
smoke ■ smokeless powder ■ a smokeless cigarette 
smokeless tobacco noun [noncount] : tobacco that is 
placed in the mouth between the cheek and the gum instead 
of being smoked 

smok-er /'smouka 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who smokes cigarettes, cigars, etc. ' She’s a 
heavy smoker. 

2 : a piece of equipment used for smoking foods 
smoke screen noun, pi ~ screens [count] 

1 : something that you do or say to hide something or to 
take attention away from something ■ His campaign promis¬ 
es were just a smoke screen. • The truth was hidden behind a 
smoke screen of lies. 


2 : a cloud of thick smoke that is used to hide ships, soldiers, 
etc. 

1 Smoke-Stack /'smouk.stoek/ noun, pi -stacks [count] : a 
tall chimney on a factory, ship, etc., for carrying smoke 
away — called also (Brit) chimney stack 
2 SmokeStack acjj, always used before a noun, chiefly US : of 
or relating to companies that manufacture products in large 
factories ■ She invested in smokestack stocks. ■ Car manufac¬ 
turing and other smokestack industries need to adapt to the 
global economy. 

Smoking Amoukig/ noun [noncount] : the activity of 
smoking a cigarette, cigar, pipe, etc. ■ There is no smoking al¬ 
lowed in this restaurant. ■ When did you start smoking 1 ? • 
Would you like to be seated in the smoking section ? [=an 
area where smoking is allowed] ■ You need to quit/stop 
smoking. — see also nonsmoking, passive smoking 
Smoking gun noun, pi ~ guns [singular] : a piece of evi¬ 
dence that clearly proves who did something or shows how 
something happened ■ This document is the smoking gun 
that proves that he was lying. 

Smoking jacket noun, pi ~ -ets [count]: a loose jacket or 
robe worn especially in the past by men at home 
smoky also smok-ey /'smouki/ adj smok-i-er; -est 

1 : filled with smoke ■ a smoky bar ■ smoky rooms 

2 : having a flavor, taste, or appearance of smoke ■ a smoky, 
full-bodied wine ■ smoky eyes ■ Her dress was a smoky blue. 

3 : very attractive or sexy ■ Her smoky voice drew me in. ■ 
She gave him a smoky look. 

— smok-i-ness /'smoukinas/ noun [noncount] 
smol-der (US) or Brit smoul-der /'smoulday verb -ders; 

-dered; -der-ing [no obj] 

1 : to bum slowly without flames but usually with smoke ■ 
The remains of the campfire smoldered. ■ smoldering ruins ■ a 
smoldering fire 

2 literary a : to feel a strong emotion but keep it hidden ■ 
He smoldered with lust. ■ Her eyes smoldered with anger, b 
: to be felt strongly by someone without being directly 
shown or expressed ■ Anger smoldered in my heart. ■ Their 
discontent smoldered [=simmered] for years. 

3 ; to be attractive in a sexy way ■ He gave her a smoldering 
look. l=he looked at her in a very sexy way] 

smooch /'smu:tf/ verb smooch-es; smooched; 
smooch-ing informal : to kiss [no obj] They smooched 
while sitting on the porch swing. [+ obj] She smooched him 
while they were on the porch swing. 

— smooch noun, pi smooches [count] ■ Give me a big 
smooch [=A3ss] on the cheek before you go. 

Smooth /'smu:5/ acQ smooth-er; -est 

1 a : having a flat, even surface : not rough : not having any 
bumps, ridges, or uneven parts ■ smooth skin ■ They groomed 
the ski trail so it was smooth. ■ The river rocks had been 
worn smooth by the water. ■ The surface is (as) smooth as 
silk [=very smooth] b of a liquid mixture : not having any 
lumps : mixed together so there are no lumps ■ Whisk the 
flour into the gravy until it is smooth. ■ The milkshake was 
smooth and creamy. 

2 : happening or done without any problems ■ With the aid 
of observers, the election process was a smooth one. ■ Our 
trip was smooth and uneventful. 

3 a : even and regular without sudden movements ■ the 
smooth movements of a swimmer ■ She has a nice, smooth 
golf swing, b : not having or causing sudden, violent move¬ 
ments ■ His new car has a smooth ride. ■ Our flight was veiy 
smooth. — opposite ROUGH 

4 informal : relaxed, confident, and pleasant in a way that 
may be intended to deceive people ■ I don’t trust him—he’s 
just too smooth. ■ He has a smooth manner. ■ He’s a real 
smooth talker. [=he says flattering things] ■ She’s a smooth 
operator I=a person who is smooth] — see also smoothie 

5 a : not sharp, bitter, or unpleasant in taste or smell ■ The 
wine was full and smooth. ■ a smooth cup of coffee b 
: pleasant to hear or listen to ■ He has a rich, smooth voice. 
smooth sailing see sailing 

take the rough with the smooth see 3 rough 

— smooth-ness noun [noncount] 

2 smooth verb smoothes; smoothed; smooth-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make (something) smooth ■ He smoothed his tie and 
headed out the door. ■ The coin’s date had been smoothed 
away over time. — often + back or down ■ She smoothed 
back her hair. ■ Smooth the surface down with sandpaper. 

— see also smooth out (below) 

2 : to remove problems or difficulties from a situation ■ 
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They smoothed the way for a quick end to the dispute. 
[=they made it easier to achieve a quick end to the dispute] ■ 
She has helped smooth a path [=has helped make it easier] 
for more women to run for office. 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to spread 
(something) over a surface (such as your skin) : to apply 
(something) by rubbing it on a surface ■ Smooth the cream 
on after your shower. ■ Smooth the wax over the wood be¬ 
fore polishing. • She smoothed on some moisturizer before 
she put on her makeup. ■ He smoothed ointment over the 
cut. 

smooth away \phrosal verb] smooth (something) away or 
smooth away (something) : to make (problems, difficul¬ 
ties, etc.) less serious : to remove (problems, difficulties, 
etc.) ■ We’ll help smooth away any legal trouble. 
smooth out [phrasal verb] smooth (something) out or 
smooth out (something) 1 : to make (something) smooth 
or flat ■ Help me smooth out the tablecloth. ■ The ground 
was rocky, so we smoothed out the path with cedar chips. 
2 : to make (something) easier by removing or dealing 
with problems ■ We will smooth out the election process by 
next year. ■ She tried to smooth things out [=end an argu¬ 
ment or disagreement] with her daughter-in-law, but the 
damage was done. 

smooth over [phrasal verb] smooth (something) over or 
smooth over (something) : to make (a disagreement, prob¬ 
lem, difficulty, etc.) seem less serious than it really is ■ 
Don’t worry about missing the application deadline—we’ll 
smooth that over with the office. ■ She smoothed over the 
objections to his candidacy. 

smoothie or smoothy /'smu:5i/ noun, pi -les [count] 

1 : a person who has a relaxed, polite, and confident way of 
speaking and behaving but who may not seem honest or sin¬ 
cere ■ He’s a real smoothie around women. 

2 : a thick, cold drink that is made of fruit mixed with milk, 
yogurt, or juice ■ fruit smoothies 

smoothly /'smu:51i/ adv [more most ~] : in a smooth 
way: such as a : without any problems or difficulties ■ The 
whole trip went very smoothly. ■ As long as things go smooth¬ 
ly, she’ll be fine, b : without delays or sudden starts or stops 
■ ITie accident has been cleaned up and traffic is flowing 
smoothly once again. ■ The software enables you to move 
smoothly from one screen to the next, c : with confidence 
and ease : in a relaxed and confident way ■ She made the 
jump shot smoothly and easily. ■ “Don’t worry,” she said 
smoothly, “Just leave it all to me.” 

Smooth-talking adj [more most ~]: talking in a friend¬ 
ly and pleasant way that is not completely honest or sincere ■ 
a smooth-talking salesman ■ smooth-talking politicians 
s’more /'smoa 1 / noun, pi s’mores [count] US : a sweet food 
that is made by putting a melted marshmallow and a piece of 
chocolate between two crackers 
smor*gas*bord /'smoa'gas.boad/ noun [singular] 

1 : a meal with many different foods that are placed on a 
large table so that people can serve themselves : buffet 

2 : a large mixture of many different things ■ We were pre¬ 
sented with a smorgasbord [-variety] of options. 

smote past tense and past participle of smite 
smoth*er /'simSa 1 / verb -ers; -ered; -er-lng (+ obj] 

1 : to kill (someone) by covering the face so that breathing is 
not possible ■ He tried to smother her with a pillow. 

2 : to cover (something) in order to keep it from growing or 
spreading ■ She smothered the fire with a blanket. — often 
used figuratively ■ She smothered her son with love/affec¬ 
tion. [=she gave her son a lot of love and affection in a way 
that prevented him from feeling free to live his own life] 

3 : to try to keep (something) from happening : to try to 
stop doing (something) ■ I tried to smother [=stifle, suppress] a 
yawn. 

4 : to cover (something or someone) thickly or completely ■ 
She smothers her pancakes in/with syrup. [=she puts a lot of 
syrup on her pancakes] ■ The potatoes were smothered in 
gravy. ■ She smothered him with/in kisses. [=she kissed him 
many times] 

smoulder Brit spelling of smolder 

1 smudge /'smA<fe/ noun, pi smudg«es [count] : a dirty 
mark, spot, streak, etc. ■ His hand left a grimy smudge on the 
wall. 

- smudgy /'smAtfei/ adj smudg«l«er; -est 
2 smudge verb smudges; smudged; smudg-lng 

1 [+ obj] : to make a dirty mark, spot, streak, etc., on (some¬ 


thing) ■ Don’t smudge the picture with your dirty hands! ■ 
His face was smudged with grease. 

2 a [no obj] : to become blurry and unclear by being 
touched or rubbed ■ Charcoal drawings smudge easily, b [+ 
obj] : to make (something) blurry or unclear by touching or 
rubbing it ■ Be careful not to smudge [=smear] the ink. 
smug /'smAg/ adj smug-ger; smug*gest disapproving 
: having or showing the annoying quality of people who feel 
very pleased or satisfied with their abilities, achievements, 
etc. ■ It’s OK to celebrate your success, but try not to be too 
smug about it. • You can wipe that smug look off your face. ■ 
a smug smile/expression 

— smug-ly adv [more most ~] ■ She smiled smugly. 
— smug*ness noun [noncount] 

smug*gle /'smAgal/ verb smuggles; smuggled; 
smuggling [+ obj] 

1 : to move (someone or something) from one country into 
another illegally and secretly ■ He was arrested for smuggling 
drugs into the country. ■ They smuggled immigrants across 
the border. ■ The paintings had been smuggled out of the 
country before the war. ■ smuggled goods 

2 informal : to take or bring (something) secretly ■ We smug¬ 
gled his favorite sandwich past the nurse. 

— smuggler /'smAgte/ noun, pi -glers [count] ■ drug smug¬ 
glers 

smut /'smAt/ noun [noncount] informal + disapproving : lan¬ 
guage, pictures, or stories that deal with sex in a way that is 
offensive ■ Smut is not allowed in this house. ■ obscenity laws 
that aimed to stamp out smut 

smut'ty /'smAti/ adj smut-tl-er; -est informal + disapprov¬ 
ing : relating to sex in a way that is offensive • smutty jokes/ 
humor • a smutty magazine 

1 snack /'snsek/ noun, pi snacks [count] : a small amount of 
food eaten between meals ■ He had a. snack of chips and dip. ■ 
between-meal snacks ■ I didn’t have time for lunch so I just 
grabbed a quick/light snack. ■ peanuts, potato chips, and 
other snack foods 

2 snack verb snacks; snacked; snackdng [no obj] infor¬ 
mal : to eat a small amount of food between meals : to eat a 
snack ■ She tries not to snack between meals. ■ I’ll just snack 
on an apple if I’m hungry. 

snack bar noun, pi bars [count] : a public place where 
small meals and snacks are served usually at a counter ■ 
There’s a snack bar at the pool where we can get nachos. 
sna*fu /snee'fu:/ noun, pi -fus [count] chiefly US, somewhat 
informal : a problem that makes a situation difficult or con¬ 
fusing ■ a major scheduling snafu 
1 snag /'snseg/ noun, pi snags [count] 

1 : an unexpected problem or difficulty ■ We hit a snag with 
our travel plans. = We ran Into a snag with our travel plans. 
[=we had a problem with our travel plans] 

2 : a sharp or broken part of something that sticks out from 
a smooth surface • I caught my sleeve on a snag and tore it. 

3 : a thread that sticks out from a piece of cloth ■ My sweat¬ 
er has a snag where I caught it on a nail. 

4 : a dead tree or tree stump that is still standing up ■ After 
the fire, there were a few snags still smoldering. 

2 snag verb snags; snagged; snag-glng [+ obj] 

1 : to catch and tear (something) on something sharp ■ I 
snagged my favorite sweater on a nail. 

2 US, informal : to catch, capture, or get (something or 
someone) by quick action or good luck ■ The shortstop 
snagged the grounder. ■ The police snagged the suspect as he 
was trying to run away. • I managed to snag the information 
I needed from/off the Internet. ■ Can I snag a ride from/with 
you? 

snail /'sneil/ noun, pi snails 
[count] : a small animal that lives 
in a shell that it carries on its 
back, that moves very slowly, 
and that can live in water or on 
land 

af a snail’s pace : very slowly ■ 

The work is progressing at a 
snail’s pace. 

snail mall noun [noncount] in¬ 
formal + humorous : ordinary 
mail that is delivered by a postal system : mail that is not 
e-mail ■ She still uses snail mail for paying bills. ■ I can be 
contacted by e-mail and snail mail. 

1 snake /'sneik/ noun, pi snakes [count] 

1 : an animal that has a long, thin body and no arms or legs ■ 
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a poisonous snake — see also 
GARTER SNAKE, RATTLESNAKE 

2 chiefly US, informal : a bad per¬ 
son who tells lies and betrays oth¬ 
er people ■ He’s a dirty snake\ ■ I 
thought she was my friend, but 
she turned out to be a snake in 
the grass. 

3 : a long thin tool that is used to 
clear out blocked pipes — called 
also plumber’s snake 

— snake-like /*sneik,laik/ adj 
[more most ~] 

2 snake verb snakes; snaked; snak-ing : to move like a 
snake : to follow a twisting path with many turns [no obj ] 
The road snakes through the mountains. ■ Cables snaked 
across the floor. [+ obj] Technicians snaked cables through 
the set. ■ He snaked his way through the crowd, 
snake-bit /*sneik,bit/ also snake-bitten /"sneik a bitq/ adj 
[more most —] US slang : having bad luck : very unlucky ■ 

The team was snakebit this year, winning only 1 game out of 
10. ■ He’s so snakebit that nothing he does comes out right, 
snake-bite / l sneik,bait/ noun, pi -bites [count, noncount] 
: the wound you get when a snake bites you 
Snake charmer noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : someone who 
appears to make snakes move by playing music to them 
Snake Oil noun [noncount] chiefly US, informal + disapprov¬ 
ing : something that is sold as medicine but that is not really 
useful or helpful in any way • snake oil remedies — often 
used figuratively • He thinks politicians are just a bunch of 
snake oil salesmen. [=dishonest people] 

Snake-Skin /'sneik.skin/ noun [noncount] : leather made 
from the skin of a snake ■ boots made of snakeskin = snake- 
skin boots 

snaky /'sneiki/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : moving like a snake ■ the dancer’s snaky movements 

2 chiefly US : long, thin, or twisting like a snake ■ a snaky riv¬ 
er • His hair was long and snaky. 

— snak-i-ly /'sneikali/ adv 

1 snap /'snsep/ verb snaps; snapped; snap-ping 

1 : to break quickly with a short, sharp sound [no obj] The 
branch snapped and fell to the ground. ■ The cable suddenly 
snapped. ■ The earpiece of his glasses snapped off. [+ obj] 
She snapped the twig in two. ■ The boy snapped the wing off 
his toy airplane. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to move into a 
specified position with a short, sharp sound [no obj] The 
trap snapped shut. • The bent tree snapped back into an up¬ 
right position. • The pieces snap [=click\ easily into place. [+ 
obj ] I snapped the lid shut. ■ She snapped the pieces together. 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj ]: to close 
(something) with a fastener and especially with a snap ■ She 
snapped her handbag shut. ■ He snapped (up) his jacket. 

4 [+ obj]: to turn (something) on or off with a switch ■ snap 
on/off the lights 

5 : to make a short, sharp sound or to cause (something) to 
make a short, sharp sound [no obj] A fire snapped [= crack¬ 
led 1 in the wood stove. [+ obj \ The driver snapped [=cracked] 
the whip to get the horses moving. ■ a bored student snapping 
her chewing gum 

6 : to use your thumb and fingers to make a short, sharp 
sound [+ obj] People snapped their fingers to the beat. ■ He 
snapped his fingers to get the waiter’s attention, [no obj] Peo¬ 
ple in the audience snapped to the beat. 

7 [+ obj] informal : to take (a photograph) ■ tourists snapping 
pictures ■ The images were snapped by a satellite camera. : to 
photograph (someone or something) ■ A photographer 
snapped the famous couple leaving a London club last week. 

8 : to speak using short, angry sentences or phrases [no obj] 

— usually + at • They argued and snapped at each other all 
the time. [+ obj] She snapped that I was lucky to have a job 
at all. ■ "Leave me alone!” he snapped. 

9 [no obj] : to suddenly no longer be able to control your 
emotions because of a difficult situation, circumstance, etc. ■ 
She snapped under the pressure of the job. ■ He just snapped 
and started swearing at everybody. 

10 : to move with a quick, short movement or to cause 
(something) to move with a quick, short movement [no obj] 
Flags snapped in the wind. [+ obj] When you’re throwing, 
snap your wrist as you release the ball. 

11 [+ obj] US, informal : to cause the end of (a series of wins, 
losses, successes, etc.) ■ They snapped [-broke] a 10-game los¬ 


ing streak. [=they won a game after losing 10 games] - His 
hitting streak was snapped at 18 games. 

12 [+ obj] American football : to pass (the ball) back to a 
teammate and especially to the quarterback by passing it be¬ 
tween your legs at the start of a play ■ The center snapped 
[=hiked] the ball. 

13 [no obj] : to try to bite someone or something suddenly 
and quickly — usually + at ■ The dog snapped at a fly. 
snap out of [phrasal verb] snap out of (something) or snap 

(someone) out of (something) informal: to stop being in or 
to cause (someone) to stop being in (an unhappy condition 
or mood, a daydream, etc.) • I don’t know how to get her to 
snap out of her depression. [=to stop being depressed] ■ The 
sound of a door slamming snapped me out of my day¬ 
dream. ■ Come on, snap out of it i You can’t let your break¬ 
up get you so depressed. 

snap to attention <* A soldier who snaps to attention moves 
quickly to a position of standing silently with the body stiff 
and straight, the feet together, and both arms at the sides. 
The phrase is also used figuratively. ■ The children snapped 
to attention [=suddenly stopped moving around, talking, 
etc.] when the teacher clapped his hands. 
snap to it informal : to start working harder or more quick¬ 
ly ■ You’ll have to snap to it if you want to finish on time. 
snap up [phrasal verb] snap (something or someone) up or 
snap up (something or someone) : to buy or take (some¬ 
thing or someone) quickly or eagerly ■ Shoppers came to 
the store to snap up bargains after the holidays. ■ When 
they see your work history, they’ll snap you up\ [=hire you 
immediately] 

2 snap noun, pi snaps 

1 [count] : a sudden, short, sharp sound caused by something 
breaking or moving into a new position — usually singular ■ 
We could hear the snap of twigs beneath our feet. ■ the snap 
of the alligator’s jaws 

2 [count] : the act of snapping your fingers or the sound 
made when you snap your fingers ■ I’ve trained the dog to 
come to me with a snap of my fingers. 

3 [count] US : a device that fastens 
something by closing or locking 
with a short, sharp sound ■ The 
snap of the bracelet broke.; espe¬ 
cially : a set of two metal or plas¬ 
tic pieces that fit tightly together 
when you press them ■ pockets 
with snaps — called also (Brit) 
popper, (Brit) press stud 

4 [count] : a thin, hard cookie 
— see also gingersnap 

5 [singular] US, informal : some¬ 
thing that is very easy to do 
: CINCH ■ The software is a snap 
to install. = Installing the software is 2 l snap. ■ The recipes are 
a snap (to prepare). 

6 [singular] US, informal : a small amount of time ■ I’ll be 
ready in a snap. [=jiffy] 

7 [count]: a sudden brief period of a specified kind of weath¬ 
er ■ We had a cold snap [=a brief period of very cold weath¬ 
er] last week. 

8 [count] : a quick, short movement ■ She pulled the rope 
taut with a snap [-flick] of her wrist. 

9 [count] chiefly Brit : snapshot ■ family snaps [=informal 
photographs of family members that are taken quickly] 

10 [count] American football : the act of snapping the ball 
back to a teammate and especially to the quarterback at the 
start of a play ■ the first snap of the game • The quarterback 
fumbled the snap. [=fumbled the ball when it was snapped to 
him] 

11 [noncount] Brit : a card game in which players put down 
cards in a pile and try to be the first to say "snap” when two 
cards that are the same have been played 

3 Snap adj, always used before a noun : done or made suddenly 
or without careful thought ■ a snap judgment/decision ■ 
(chiefly Brit) a snap election 

4 Snap interj, Brit — used to express surprise when two things 
are alike ■ Snap\ I ate spaghetti last night, too. 
snap bean noun, pi ~~ beans [count] : any of several types 
of beans whose long green seed cases are eaten as a vegetable 
when they are young and tender 
snap-drag-on Anaep^raegan/ noun, pi -ons [count] : a 
tall plant that has many usually pink, white, red, or yellow 
flowers 

snap pea noun, pi ~~ peas [count ]: sugar snap pea 
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snap'per /'sniepa-/ noun, pi -pers 

1 [count, noncount ]: a type of fish that lives in the ocean and 
that is eaten as food ■ red snapper 

2 [count] chiefly Brit, informal : photographer 

3 [count ]: snapping turtle 

4 [count] American football : the player who passes the ball 
to another player at the start of a play 

snapping turtle noun, pi ~ turtles [count] : a large Amer¬ 
ican turtle that has strong jaws and that is sometimes used 
for food — called also snapper 

snap-pish /'snsepi// adj [more most ~] chiefly US : feel¬ 
ing or showing irritation ■ a snappish mood/remark ■ The 
shoppers were snappish and rude. 

— snap-pish-ly adv ■ ’‘I’ve been waiting for you,” he said 
snappishly. 

snap*py /'snzepi/ adj snap-pi-er; -est [also more most 
~] informal 

1 a : exciting or lively ■ snappy colors • a snappy tune b 
: moving or able to move quickly ■ a snappy pace ■ a car with 
a snappy engine 

2 : fashionable or stylish ■ a snappy [=sharp] dresser ■ a snap¬ 
py [=snazzy] bow tie 

3 : clever and funny ■ a snappy [=witty] joke/remark ■ The 
show is well-acted, and the dialogue is snappy. 

4 : feeling or showing irritation : snappish ■ He got pretty 
snappy about it. ■ She was awfully snappy with me. 

make it snappy or Brit look snappy informal : to act, 
move, or go quickly : hurry up ■ Clean your room, and 
make it snappy ! [=do it quickly] 

— snap'pi-ly /'snsepali/ adv • snappily written essays ■ snap- 
pily dressed 

snap-shot /'sn£ep,Ja:t/ noun, pi -shots [count] 

1 : an informal photograph that is taken quickly • family 
snapshots — often + of • snapshots of the baby 

2 : a quick view or a small amount of information that tells 
you a little about what someone or something is like — of¬ 
ten + of • Television news presents only snapshots of the war. ■ 
We get a snapshot of 18th-century Japan in his letters. 

1 snare /'snea 1 / noun, pi snares [count] 

1 : a device that has a loop (called a noose) which gets small¬ 
er when the end of it is pulled and that is used to catch ani¬ 
mals : a kind of trap ■ a rabbit snare 

2 : a position or situation from which it is difficult to escape 
■ people caught in the snare of drug addiction 

3 : SNARE DRUM 

2 snare verb snares; snared; snar-ing [+ obj ] 

1 a : to catch (an animal) in a snare ■ They caught fish and 
snared seabirds. — often used figuratively ■ Police snared the 
thief outside the bank, b : to cause (something) to become 
caught in something (such as a net or trap) ■ Unfortunately, 
the nets also snare turtles. — usually used as (be/get) snared ■ 
Thousands of turtles get snared [-ensnared] in the nets each 
year. — sometimes used figuratively ■ another politician 
snared [-caught, entangled] in another scandal 

2 : to win or get (something) by skillful action or good luck ■ 
I was lucky enough to snare [=(more commonly) snag] a job 
with a good salary and benefits. ■ They snared first place in 
the contest. ■ trying to snare business from competitors 

3 US, sports : to catch (a thrown or hit ball) usually by jump¬ 
ing ■ The shortstop snared a high throw from the outfield. 

snare drum noun, pi ~ drums [count] : a drum of a medi¬ 
um size that is played with special sticks (called drumsticks) 

— called also snare ; see picture at percussion 
1 snarl /'snaral/ noun, pi snarls [count] 

1 : a twisted knot of hairs, thread, etc. : tangle ■ a brush 
that smoothes out snarls • snarls of string/rope 

2 : a situation in which you can no longer move or make 
progress ■ a traffic snarl • The project has been plagued by le¬ 
gal/bureaucratic snarls. 

— compare 4 snarl 

z snarl verb snarls; snarled; snarl.ing : to become twisted 
together : to form a snarl or snarls [no obj] Her hair snarls 
very easily. — sometimes used figuratively • Traffic snarled 
at the intersection after the accident. [+ obj] The rope had 
become snarled around the post. — sometimes used figura¬ 
tively ■ The accident snarled traffic. 

snarl up [phrasal verb] snarl (something) up or snarl up 
(something) chiefly Brit : to stop (something or someone) 
from moving or making progress • Traffic was snarled up 
because of the parade. — see also snarl-up 

— compare 3 snarl 

3 snarl verb snarls; snarled; snarling 


1 [no obj] : to growl and show the teeth — usually + at • The 
dog snarled at the postman. 

2 : to say something in an angry or annoyed way [+ obj] 
“Get back to work,” she snarled. — often + at • He snarled 
insults at other drivers, [no obj] The stranger snarled at her. 
— compare 2 snarl 

4 snarl noun, pi snarls [count] : an act of growling and show¬ 
ing the teeth — usually singular ■ The dog gave a snarl when 
I reached for its bone. — compare ‘snarl 
snarl— up noun, pi -ups [count] chiefly Brit : a situation in 
which you can no longer move or make progress ■ a traffic 
snarl-up [=snarl] 

’snatch /'sructf/ verb snatch>es; snatched; snatching 

1+ obj] 

1 : to take (something) quickly or eagerly ■ She snatched 
[-grabbed] the ball out of the air and ran down the court. ■ 
An eagle swooped down and snatched one of the hens. — of¬ 
ten + up ■ She snatched up the last copy of the book. — often 
used figuratively ■ trying to snatch a few moments of rest ■ 
The company snatched him up [=hired him] as soon as he 
graduated from college. 

2 : to take (something or someone) suddenly from a person 
or place often by using force ■ A man snatched [=stole] the 
old woman's purse. ■ Kidnappers snatched [-abducted] the 
girl from her bedroom. ■ She snatched the toy from his 
hands. — sometimes + away • She snatched her brother’s toy 
away. — sometimes used figuratively ■ He snatched 30 re¬ 
bounds in one game. ■ His life was snatched away (from him) 
by a tragic accident. [=he died in a tragic accident] 
snatch at [phrasal verb] snatch at (something) : to grab or 

try to grab (something) quickly or eagerly ■ chaotic city 
streets where thieves snatch at tourists’ wallets — often 
used figuratively • She was an ambitious person who 
snatched at every opportunity. 

2 snatch noun, pi snatches [count] : a small part of some¬ 
thing — usually + of ■ I only caught a (short) snatch of the 
music/conversation/dialogue. 

in snatches : for short periods of time ■ sleeping in snatches 
: in small amounts ■ The plot of the novel came to me in 
snatches. 

snatch-er /'snaetfa*/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who 
takes something from someone else and runs away ■ a purse/ 
briefcase snatcher [=thief] ■ a child/baby snatcher [=a person 
who kidnaps a child/baby] 

snaz-zy /'snsezi/ adj snaz-zi-er, -est [also more most —] 
informal : attractive and stylish ■ a snazzy new computer/ 
car/stereo ■ a snazzy dresser/hotel/party/tie 
1 sneak Anirk/ verb sneaks; sneaked or chiefly US snuck 
/'snAk/; sneak.lng 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
move quietly and secretly in order to avoid being noticed ■ 
They tried to sneak into the movie without paying. ■ As a 
teenager she would sneak out (of her house/apartment) at 
night to visit her boyfriend. - He sneaked [-crept] past the 
guard. 

2 [+ obj] : to take or bring (something) secretly and often 
quickly ■ She sneaked some cigars through customs. • He 
snuck a few cookies out of the jar while his mother wasn’t 
looking. ■ They caught him trying to sneak food into the the¬ 
ater. ■ I sneaked a note to my friend in class. = I sneaked my 
friend a note in class. ■ I’m going to sneak a smoke. [=I’m go¬ 
ing to smoke a cigarette while nobody is watching] • I was 
caught sneaking a look [=secretly looking] at my Christmas 
presents. ■ Can I sneak a peek at your quiz answers? 

3 [no obj] Brit, old-fashioned : to tell someone (such as a par¬ 
ent or teacher) about something wrong that someone else 
has done ■ I got in trouble after she sneaked [=squealed. 
(i chiefly US) tattled] on me. 

sneak up on [phrasal verb] sneak up on (someone) 1 : to 
approach (someone) quietly and secretly in order to avoid 
being noticed ■ My father likes to sneak up on my mother 
and tickle her. ■ Don’t sneak up on me like that! 2 : to ap¬ 
proach, happen, or develop without being noticed ■ My 
birthday really snuck up on me this year. ■ This kind of 
problem can sneak up on you if you’re not attentive. 
2 sneak noun, pi sneaks [count] 

1 US, itiformal : a person who acts in a secret and usually 
dishonest way ■ What a rotten sneak). I should have known 
not to trust her. 

2 Brit, old-fashioned : tattletale 

3 American football : quarterback sneak ■ He ran a 
sneak up the middle for a touchdown. 
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3 sneak adj, always used before a noun : done while others are 
not paying attention ■ a sneak [= surprise ] attack * She took a 
sneak peek [=a secret look] at the birthday presents hidden 
in the closet. 

sneakier /'snirkay noun, pi -ers [count] US : a shoe with a 
rubber sole that is designed for people to wear while run¬ 
ning, playing sports, etc. — called also (Brit) trainer, (chiefly 
Brit) training shoe : see picture at shoe 
Sneaking adj, always used before a noun 

1 : behaving in a secret and dishonest manner ■ a sneaking 
[=sneaky] eavesdropper 

2 : not openly expressed — usually + for ■ He had a sneaking 
admiration for his opponent. ■ a sneaking fondness for bad 
movies 

3 ^ If you have a sneaking feeling/suspicion, you think that 
something might be true or might happen even though you 
have no definite reason to think so. ■ I have a sneaking feel¬ 
ing/suspicion that we’re going to have a test today. ■ I have a 
sneaking suspicion that he’s lying. 

sneak preview noun, pi ~ -views [count] : a special 
showing of something (such as a movie, play, or product) be¬ 
fore it becomes available to the general public ■ A few prom¬ 
inent writers were invited to a sneak preview of the new film/ 
play. ■ a. sneak preview of this fall’s fashions 
sneaky /'sni:ki/ adj sneak-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : behaving in a secret and usually dishonest manner ■ a 
sneaky , untrustworthy person 

2 : done in a secret and dishonest manner ■ They make it 
look like you’re getting a lot more than you really are. It’s a 
sneaky trick. ■ It’s a sneaky way of getting people to buy 
something they don’t need. 

— sneak-My /'snirkali/ adv ■ a sneakily subversive movie 
- sneak-i-ness /'sniikinas/ noun [inoncount ] 

1 sneer /'snia>/ verb sneers; sneered; sneer-ing 

1 [no obj 1 : to smile or laugh at someone or something with 
an expression on your face that shows dislike and a lack of 
respect — usually + at ■ She sneered at me in disgust. 

2 : to express dislike and a lack of respect for someone or 
something in a very open way [no obj ] — usually + at • an 
academic who sneers at anyone who doesn’t have a PhD ■ 
Critics sneered at his first novel. [+ obj] “You obviously don’t 
know what you’re talking about,” she sneered. 

— sneering adj, always used before a noun ■ the sneering vil¬ 
lain of the comic book ■ sneering contempt — sneer-ing- 
ly adv ■ Critics sneeringty referred to the novel as “juve- 
nile.” 

2 sneer noun, pi sneers [count] : an expression on a person’s 
face that is like a smile but that shows dislike and a lack of 
respect for someone or something ■ She looked at me with a 
sneer of disgust. ■ “They’re paranoid,” he said with a sneer.-, 
also : a statement, criticism, etc., that shows dislike and a 
lack of respect ■ The novel elicited sneers from the critics, 
sneeze /'sni:z/ verb sneez-es; sneezed; sneez-ing [no 
obj] : to suddenly force air out through your nose and 
mouth with a usually loud noise because your body is react¬ 
ing to dust, a sickness, etc. ■ She was constantly sneezing and 
coughing. 

sneeze at [phrasal verb] sneeze at (something) not used in 
progressive tenses, informal : to regard (something) as not 
important, worth noticing, etc. — always used in negative 
statements ■ The award is nothing to sneeze at. = The 
award is not to be sneezed at. [=the award is important] 

— sneeze noun, pi sneezes [count] ■ Genns can be spread 
through a sneeze or a handshake. 

snick*er /’snikay verb -ers; -ered; -er-ing [no obj] chiefly 
US : to make a short, quiet laugh in a way that shows disre¬ 
spect — usually + at ■ They snickered [-(chiefly Brit) snig¬ 
gered] at my strange hat. 

— snicker noun, pi -ers [count] ■ His crazy story drew/got 
snickers from the police. ■ She heard snickers behind her 
back. 

Snide /'snaid/ adj [more most ~] : unkind or insulting in 
an indirect way ■ snide remarks/comments/references ■ a 
snide tone 

— snide- ly adv ■ “Are you having a problem?” she asked 
snidety. 

1 sniff /'smf/ verb sniffs; sniffed; snlff-ing 

1 a [no obj] : to take air into your nose in short breaths that 
are loud enough to be heard ■ She sniffed and wiped her nose 
with a tissue, b : to smell (something or someone) by put¬ 
ting your nose close to it and taking air in through your nose 
in short breaths [+ obj] She put perfume on her wrist and 


sniffed it. ■ The dog sniffed the carpet, [no obj] He held the 
flower up to his nose and sniffed. — often + at ■ The cat 
sniffed at the food and walked away, c [+ obj] : to take 
(something, such as fumes or a drug) into your body by in¬ 
haling it through your nose in order to get intoxicated ■ sniff¬ 
ing glue/ether ■ sniffing [=(more commonly) snorting] co¬ 
caine 

2 a [+ obj] : to discover or find (something) by smelling — 
usually + out ■ dogs that are trained to sniff out drugs — of¬ 
ten used figuratively ■ Several companies, sniffing [^sensing] 
profit potential, are investing in the area. ■ My mother is an 
expert at sniffing out trouble. ■ the ability to sniff out bargains 
■ By asking around, we were able to sniff out the truth, b [no 
obj] : to search for something by smelling ■ A dog sniffed 
(around )for drugs in the car. — often used figuratively ■ The 
detective sniffed for clues. ■ She has been sniffing (around/ 
about )for a new job. 

3 [+ obj] : to say (something) in a way that shows dislike, dis¬ 
approval, etc. ■ “I guess you don’t need my help,” she sniffed, 
sniff around/round [phrasal verb] sniff around/round (some¬ 
one) Brit, informal : to try to get (someone) as a romantic 
partner, employee, etc. ■ His engagement hasn’t stopped 
him from sniffing around other girls. ■ Rival companies 
have been sniffing around her for years. 

sniff at [phrasal verb] sniff at (something) : to show dislike or 
disapproval of (something) especially because you think it 
is not important or worthy of respect ■ Some people sniff at 
the idea of using fake flowers. ■ It’s not a big profit, but it’s 
not to be sniffed at. = It’s not a big profit, but it’s nothing to 
sniff at. 

2 sniff noun, pi sniffs 

1 [count] : an act or the sound of drawing air into the nose 
especially in order to smell something or because you are 
sick or have been crying ■ He took a big sniff [=whiff] of the 
soup. ■ She said that she felt fine, but her sniffs and coughs 
told a different story. 

2 [singular] : an expression of dislike or disapproval ■ “I 
refuse to answer that question,” she said with a sniff. 

3 [singular] : a small amount or sign of something • He want¬ 
ed to avoid the slightest sniff of a scandal. ■ They ran away at 
the first sniff [-hint] of trouble. ■ There was still a sniff of hope 
left for the team. 

4 [singular] : an opportunity to come close to achieving or 
experiencing something — usually + of ■ The team did not 
even get a sniff of the play-offs last year. [=did not even come 
close to reaching the play-offs] 

sniff-er /'snifa 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : someone who sniffs a drug or other substance in order to 
become intoxicated ■ a cocaine/glue/paint sniffer 

2 : a dog that is trained to find people, illegal drugs, explo¬ 
sives, etc., by recognizing and following scents ■ Sniffers were 
brought in to search bags at the airport. — called also sniffer 
dog 

1 snif-fle /'smfal/ verb snif-fles; snif-fled; snif-fling 

1 [no obj] : to repeatedly take air into your nose in short 
breaths that are loud enough to be heard because you are 
sick or have been crying ■ The children have been sniffling 
for a week now. 

2 [+ obj] : to say (something) while crying or sniffling ■ “In 
your family’s eyes,” she sniffled , “I’m not good enough.” 

2 sniffle noun, pi sniffles [count] 

1 : an act or the sound of sniffling ■ He couldn’t stop his snif¬ 
fles. 

2 the sniffles informal : a slight or mild cold that causes you 
to sniffle a lot ■ I have (a case of) the sniffles. 

sniffy /'snifi/ adj sniff-i-er; -est [also more most ~] chief¬ 
ly Brit, informal + disapproving : having or showing the atti¬ 
tude of people who believe that they are better or more im¬ 
portant than other people ■ a sniffy [=snooty] man in an 
expensive suit ■ She wrote a sniffy letter rejecting his offer. 
sniMer /'smfta*/ noun, pi -ters [count] : a glass with a nar¬ 
row rim, a wide bowl, and a short stem that is used especially 
for drinking brandy 

snig»ger /'smg»/ verb -gers; -gered; -ger-ing [no obj] 
chiefly Brit : SNICKER — usually + at • The class sniggered at 
her mistake. 

— snigger noun, pi -gers [count] ■ His awkwardness drew 
sniggers from the other boys. 

1 snip /'snip/ noun . pi snips 

1 [count] : a small piece that is cut from something : a small 
piece that is snipped ■ a snip of yam 

2 [count] : an act or the sound of snipping something — usu- 
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ally singular ■ She removed the dead flowers with a snip of 
her scissors. 

3 [singular] Brit, informal : something bought or sold for a 
good price ■ Tickets are a snip [-bargain] at only three euros 
each. 

— see also snips 

2 snip verb snips; snipped; snip-ping : to cut (something) 
with scissors : to remove (something) by cutting with scis¬ 
sors [+ obj] He snipped some fresh herbs from plants on the 
windowsill. ■ snipping pictures out of magazines ■ Snip the 
uneven ends off. = Snip off the uneven ends, [no obj] She 
snipped at the hanging strings. 

1 snipe /'snaip/ verb snipes; sniped; snip-ing 

1 [no obj ]: to shoot at someone from a hidden place ■ Enemy 
fighters sniped at them from vacant buildings. 

2 : to criticize someone or something in a harsh or unfair 
way [no obj] — usually + at ■ The candidates have been snip¬ 
ing at each other in speeches. [+ obj] One of the senators 
sniped , “What does he think this is, a monarchy?” 

— sniping noun [noncount] ■ Soldiers took cover when the 
sniping started. ■ There has been a lot of sniping between 
the candidates. 

2 snipe noun, pi snipes or snipe [count] : a bird with a long 
thin beak that lives in wet areas 
snip-er /'snaipa-/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who shoots 
at another person from a hidden place ■ The soldiers were at¬ 
tacked by a sniper. — often used before another noun ■ a 
sniper attack 

snip-pet /'snipat/ noun, pi -pets [count] 

1 : a small piece of information or news — usually + of • 
snippets of gossip/information 

2 : a small part of something (such as a piece of music, a 
conversation, etc.) ■ snippets from the author’s newest novel 

— often + of ■ I heard only a snippet of their conversation, 
snip-py /'snipi/ adj snip-pi-er; -est [also more —; most ~] 

US, informal : feeling or showing irritation • I’m sorry. I 
didn’t mean to get snippy with you. ■ snippy comments 
snips /'snips/ noun [plural] : heavy scissors that are used es¬ 
pecially for cutting metal ■ tin snips 
Snit /'snit/ noun 

have a snit US, informal : to become annoyed and angry 
usually about something minor ■ She’s going to have a snit 
when she sees this mess. 

in a snit US, informal : in a very annoyed and angry state 
usually because of something minor ■ He left in a snit when 
they told him he’d have to wait another hour. ■ She got in a 
snit when she found out he was late. 

1 snitch /'smtf/ verb snitch-es; snitched; snitch-ing infor¬ 
mal 

1 [no obj] disapproving : to tell someone in authority (such as 
the police or a teacher) about something wrong that some¬ 
one has done ■ Someone must have snitched to the police. — 
usually + on ■ She snitched [=tattled, squealed] on her brother 
when he skipped school. 

2 [+ obj] : to take or steal (something that is not very valu¬ 
able) ■ He snitched a dime from the kid next door. 

2 snitch noun, pi snitches [count] informal + disapproving : a 
person who tells someone in authority (such as the police or 
a teacher) about something wrong that someone has done 
: someone who snitches — usually singular ■ Who’s the 
snitch who ratted on me? 

sniv-el /'snival/ verb -els; US -eled or Brit -elled; US -el- 
ing or Brit -el-iing : to complain or cry in an annoying way 
[no obj] millionaires sniveling about their financial problems 
[+ obj] “Woe is me,” she sniveled. 

— sniveling adj • He’s a sniveling , lying coward. 

snob /'sna.b/ noun, pi snobs [count] disapproving : some¬ 
one who tends to criticize, reject, or ignore people who come 
from a lower social class, have less education, etc. ■ Most of 
the people in the club are snobs who look down on people 
who attended public schools. ■ Don’t be such a snob. ■ food/ 
wine/art snobs [^people who think they are better than other 
people because they know about fine food/art/wine] ■ an in¬ 
tellectual snob 

— snob-bism /'sna.-.bizam/ noun [noncount] ■ She accused 
me of snobbism. [=she accused me of being a snob) 

Snob appeal noun [noncount] disapproving : a quality that 
makes something attractive to people who are snobs ■ Ex¬ 
pensive cars have snob appeal. ■ old foreign films with snob 
appeal — called also (Brit) snob value 
Snob-bery /'sna.bari/ noun [noncount] disapproving : the 
behavior or attitude of people who think they are better than 


other people : the behavior or attitude of snobs ■ the snob¬ 
bery of some wine connoisseurs ■ ( chiefly US) By a kind of re¬ 
verse snobbery, he hated people from educated families and 
bragged about his working-class relatives. ■ (Brit) inverted 
snobbery 

snob'bish /'sncubij/ adj [more most ~J disapproving 
: having or showing the attitude of people who think they 
are better than other people : of or relating to people who 
are snobs • a snobbish rich kid ■ a snobbish attitude 

— snob-bish-ly adv ■ She snobbishly refused to watch main¬ 
stream movies. — snob-bish-ness noun [noncount] 

snob-by /'sna.bi/ adj snob-bi-er; -est [also more most 
~J informal + disapproving : snobbish ■ a snobby brat ■ snob¬ 
by prep schools 

sno—Cone variant spelling of snow cone 
snog /'sna:g/ verb snogs; snogged; snog-ging Brit, in¬ 
formal : to kiss for a long time [no obj] They were snogging 
on the couch. [+ obj] They were snogging each other on the 
couch. 

— snog noun [singular] ■ They were sharing a snog. 

Snook /'snuk, Brit 'snu.k/ see cock a snook at at 2 COCK 

1 snook-er /'snukas Brit 'snu.ka/ noun [noncount] : a version 
of the game of pool that is played chiefly in Britain with a 
cue ball, 15 red balls, and 6 balls of other colors on a table 
that has 6 pockets — often used before another noun ■ a 
snooker player/table — compare billiards, pool 
2 snooker verb -kers; -kered; -ker-ing [+ obj] informal 

1 US : to trick or deceive (someone) 1 She snookered [-hood¬ 
winked] her parents into buying her a new car. — often used 
as (be) snookered ■ I have a feeling we’ve been snookered. 

2 Brit : to prevent (someone) from doing or achieving some¬ 
thing ■ He was ahead early in the match, but he snookered 
himself. [=he caused his own defeat by performing badly] — 
often used as (be) snookered ■ They wanted to build a muse¬ 
um but were snookered [=thwarted] by city regulations. 

1 snoop /'snu:p/ verb snoops; snooped; snoop-ing [no 
obj] informal : to look for private information about some¬ 
one or something ■ She locks up her diary to keep her broth¬ 
er from snooping. ■ I caught her snooping (around) in my 
desk drawers. ■ Government agencies have been snooping on 
them for years. ■ She doesn’t want reporters snooping into 
her personal life. 

— snoop-er noun, pi -ers [count] — snooping noun [non¬ 
count] ■ electronic/govemment snooping — snooping adj 
■ a snooping device/cop ■ snooping software/technology 

2 snoop noun, pi snoops informal 

1 [count] : someone who looks for private information about 
someone or something : someone who snoops ■ No, I didn't 
read your e-mail. I’m no snoop. 

2 [singular] : a secret look around a place ■ We had a snoop 
around their apartment. 

— snoopy /'snu.pi/ adj snoop-i-er; -est ■ a snoopy report¬ 
er 

snoot /'snu:t/ noun, pi snoots [count] 

1 a : snout 1 b informal + humorous : the nose of a person 
■ She has a great big snoot. 

2 US, informal : a snooty person : snob ■ That little snoot 
thinks he deserves only the best! 

snooty /'snu.ti/ adj snoot-i-er; est [also more most ~] 
informal + disapproving : having or showing the insulting at¬ 
titude of people who think that they are better, smarter, or 
more important than other people 1 a snooty [- snobbish ] rich 
girl ■ a snooty accent/attitude ■ a snooty restaurant 

— snoot-i-ness /'snu.tinas/ noun [noncount] 

1 snooze /'snu:z/ verb snooz-es; snoozed; snooz-ing [no 

obj] informal : to sleep lightly especially for a short period of 
time : doze ■ She lay down on the sofa and snoozed 
[= napped] for a while. 

2 SnOOZe noun [singular] informal 

1 : a short period of light sleep : nap • take/catch a snooze 

2 US : something that is dull or boring — usually singular • 
The novel was a real snooze. [=bore] 

3 : snooze button ■ Most mornings I hit (the) snooze at 
least twice. 

snooze button noun, pi ^ -buttons [count] chiefly US : a 
button on an alarm clock that stops the alarm from making 
noise for a short time so that the sleeper can rest for a few 
more minutes ■ He woke up and hit the snooze button. — 
called also (chiefly US) snooze alarm 
snooz-er /'snu.-za 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] US, informal 
: something that is dull and boring — usually singular ■ a 
snoozer of a film 
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1 snore /'sncw/ verb snores; snored; snoring [no obj \; to 
breathe noisily while sleeping - My husband snores. 

— snor-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a loud snorer — snoring 
noun [noncount] 

2 snore noun, pi snores [count] 

1 : an act of snoring or the sound made when someone is 
snoring ■ a loud/soft snore 

2 US, informal : something that is dull and boring — usually 
singular ■ The movie was a real snore. [=snooze. bore] 

1 snor-kel /'snoa-kal/ noun, pi -kels [count] : a special tube 
that makes it possible to breathe while you are swimming 
with your head underwater — see picture at scuba diving 
2 snorkel verb -kels; US -keled or Brit -kelled; US -keMng 
or Brit -kel-ling [no obj] : to swim underwater while using a 
snorkel • We snorkeled in the Caribbean on our vacation last 
year. 

— snor*kel*er (US) or Brit snor-kel-ler noun, pi -ers 
[count] - snorkeling ( US) or Brit snorkelling 

/’snos'kalir)/ noun [noncount] • She went snorkeling with 
her sister. 

1 snort /'sno*t/ verb snorts; snort-ed; snort-ing 

1 [no obj] : to force air noisily through your nose ■ The old 
dog snorted like a pig when it smelled food. ■ He snorted with 
disgust. 

2 a [no obj] : to express dislike, disapproval, anger, or sur¬ 
prise by snorting ■ She snorted at his suggestion that he could 
fix the sink himself, b [+ obj] : to say (something) with a 
snort or while snorting ■ “Yeah, you're a writer, and I'm the 
King of Spain!” he snorted. 

3 [+ obj] : to take (a drug) into your body by inhaling it 
through your nose ■ They were snorting cocaine. 

2 snort noun, pi snorts [count] 

1 : an act or the sound of noisily forcing air through the 
nose : an act or the sound of snorting ■ the snorts of a pig/ 
horse/bull ■ a snort of laughter/derision/disapproval 

2 ; an amount of a drug taken into the body by inhaling it 
through the nose - a snort of cocaine 

snot /'sna:t/ noun, pi snots informal + impolite 

1 [noncount] : mucus from the nose ■ Snot was dripping from 
his nose. 

2 [count] disapproving : a rude and annoying person ■ an ob¬ 
noxious little snot 

snoMy /'sna:ti/ adj -tl-er; -ti-est [also more most ~] in¬ 
formal 

1 : rude and annoying — used especially to describe people 
who think they are better than other people ■ a snotty reply/ 
manner/person ■ She was very snotty to me. 

2 : covered or filled with mucus from the nose ; dirty with 
mucus ■ a snotty nose 

— snoMMy /'sna.teli/ adv • She took a bite and said snottily, 
“So you think you can cook?” — snot-tl-ness /'sncctinas/ 
noun [noncount] 

snout /'snaut/ noun, pi snouts [count] 

1 : the long nose of some animals (such as pigs) ■ The dog 
raised his snout and sniffed. — sometimes used figuratively ■ 
The boat’s snout bounced on the waves. 

2 informal + humorous : the nose of a person • a punch in the 
snout 

have/get your snout In the trough see trough 
1 snOW /'snou/ noun, pi SHOWS 

1 : soft, white pieces of frozen water that fall to the ground 
from the sky in cold weather [noncount] Snow fell softly on 
the town. ■ The mountains were blanketed/covered with 
snow. ■ She took a walk in the snow. ■ We got 12 inches of 
snow. [=we had a snowstorm that left 12 inches of snow on 
the ground] • We haven’t had much snow this year. ■ The 
weatherman is forecasting heavy/llght snow. [=the weather¬ 
man is saying that a large/small amount of snow will fall] ■ 
She went out to shovel the snow, [count] Soon the warm 
spring sun will melt the winter snows. ■ the snows of the 
Rocky Mountains ■ A light/heavy snow was falling. 

2 [noncount] : white dots that appear on the screen of a tele¬ 
vision when it is receiving a weak signal 

2 snow verb snows; snowed; snow-lng 

1 [no obj] — used with it to say that snow is falling ■ Look— 
it's snowingl [=snow is falling from the sky] ■ It snowed all 
day. ■ The weatherman says that it will snow tomorrow. ■ It 
was snowing heavily, making it difficult to drive. 

2 [+ obj] US, informal : to impress, deceive, or persuade 
(someone) — usually used as (be) snowed • She was not 
snowed by the special treatment she received. ■ I was com¬ 


pletely snowed by the presentation. [=1 was very impressed 
by it] 

snowed in also Brit snowed up 1 : unable to leave a place 
because a lot of snow is falling or has fallen ■ We got 
snowed in at my sister’s house. ■ They were snowed in for a 
week. 2 : blocked with snow ■ The road was snowed in. 
snowed under : having to deal with too much of something 
; overwhelmed by something ■ He was snowed under with 
e-mail. ]=he had a lot of e-mails to respond to] 
1 snOW*ball /'snou,bail/ noun, pi -balls [count] : a ball of 
snow that someone makes usually for throwing ■ This snow 
is perfect for making snowballs. ■ During recess, the children 
had a snowball fight. [=a playful fight in which people throw 
snowballs at each other] 

a snowball’s chance in hell informal : any chance at all — 
used to say that something is extremely unlikely or impos¬ 
sible ■ Let's be honest—there isn’t a snowball's chance in 
hell that we’ll win this game. [=there’s no chance that we’ll 
win] ■ Unfortunately, he doesn’t have a snowball’s chance 
in hell of getting the job. [=there is no chance that he will 
get the job; he will not get the job] 

2 snowball verb -balls; -balled; -ball-ing [no obj] : to in¬ 
crease, grow, etc., at a faster and faster rate ■ Problems snow¬ 
ball when early trouble signs are ignored. ■ What started as a 
small annual concert has snowballed into a full-fledged mu¬ 
sic festival. ■ consumers dealing with snowballing debt 
snowball effect noun [singular] : a situation in which one 
action or event causes many other similar actions or events ■ 
The city hopes that these improvements will have a snowball 
effect and spur private investment in the community. 
snow*bank /'snou,baei)k/ noun, pi -banks [count] : a pile 
of snow especially along the side of a road • The car slid into 
a snowbank. 



snowblower 


snow-bird /'snou,bad/ noun, pi -birds [count] US : some¬ 
one who spends the winter months in a warm place ■ Like 
many of the state’s snowbirds, they live in Florida from No¬ 
vember through March, 
snow-blow-er /'snou,blow*/ 
noun, pi -ers [count]: a machine 
that picks up snow from a drive¬ 
way, sidewalk, etc., and throws it 
aside 

1 snow.board /'snou,bo^d/ 
noun, pi -boards [count] : a 
board like a wide ski that is used 
for sliding down hills of snow 
while standing 

2 snowboard verb -boards; 

-board.ed; -board-lng [no obj] 

: to slide down a hill of snow on 
a snowboard especially as a sport 
■ Do you snowboard ? 

- snow-board-er noun, pi 
-ers [count] ■ She is an expert snowboarder. 
— snowboarding noun [noncount] ■ Snowboarding is my 
favorite sport. ■ He went snowboarding yesterday, 
snow-bound /'snou'baund/ adj 

1 ; unable to leave a place because a lot of snow is falling or 
has fallen • We were snowbound for a week. 

2 : blocked with snow • snowbound roads/airports 
snow-capped /'snou,kaept/ adj : having the top covered 

with snow • snowcapped mountains 
snow cone or sno-cone /'snou,koun/ noun, pi ^ cones 
or -cones [count] US : a cone-shaped paper cup that con¬ 
tains very small pieces of ice flavored with a sweet syrup 
snow day noun, pi days [count] US : a day when schools 
and businesses are closed because a lot of snow is falling 
snow-drift / l snou,dnft/ noun, pi -drifts [count] : a hill of 
snow that is formed by wind ■ The car was almost buried in a 
snowdrift. 

snow-drop /'snou,dra:p/ noun, pi -drops [count] : a small 
white flower that blooms in early spring 
snow-fall /'snou,fa:l/ noun, pi -falls : an amount of snow 
that falls in a single storm or in a particular period of time 
[count] The yearly snowfall here is over 30 feet! ■ after a 
heavy snowfall [=after a large amount of snow has fallen] 
[noncount] 30 feet of annual snowfall • The area is expecting 
heavy snowfall this weekend. 

snow-field /'snou,fi:ld/ noun, pi -fields [count] : a lai^e flat 
area of fallen snow 

snow-flake /'snou,fleik/ noun, pi -flakes [count] : a small, 
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soft piece of frozen water that falls from the sky as snow : a 
flake of snow 


snow job noun, pi ~ jobs [count] US, informal : a strong ef¬ 
fort to make someone believe something by saying things 
that are not true or sincere ■ They’d been promised a big re¬ 
turn on their investments, but all they got was a snow job. 
snow line noun, pi ~ lines [count] : an imaginary line on a 
mountain that marks the height above which snow does not 
completely melt ■ climbing above the snow line 
snow-man /'sno^mEen/ noun, pi -men /-,men/ [count] : a 
figure made of snow that is shaped to look like a person • 
The kids built a snowman in the front yard, 
snow-melt /'snou.melt/ noun [noncount] : water from melt¬ 
ing snow that flows over the surface of the ground into 
streams and rivers 
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snow-mo-bile 

/'snoumou,bi:l/ noun, pi 
-biles [count] : a vehicle 
used for traveling on 
snow or ice 

snow-mo-bil-ing 

/'snoumou,bi:lir)/ noun 
[noncount] : the activity 
or sport of driving a 
snowmobile ■ The park 
has trails for snowmobil- 
ing. ■ Let’s go snowmobiling. 

— snow-mo-bil-er / , snoumou,bi:l 0 >/ noun, pi -ers [count] ■ 
In winter the park is full of snowmobilers. 

snow pea noun, pi ~ peas [count] US : a type of pea whose 
flat outer part and seeds may be eaten — called also (Brit) 
mangetout ; see color picture on page C4 

’snow-plow (US) or Brit snow-plough /'snou.plau/ noun, 
pi -plows [count] 

1 : a flat or curved piece of metal that is attached to the 
front of a vehicle and used for clearing snow from a road, 
driveway, etc.; also : a vehicle (such as a truck) that has a 
snowplow attached — see picture at plow 

2 : a position in skiing in which the front ends of the skis are 
moved together in order to stop, slow down, or turn — often 
used before another noun ■ a snowplow tum/stop 

2 snowplOW (US) or Brit snowplough verb -plows; 
-plowed; -plow-ing [no obj] : to move the front ends of 
your skis together in order to stop, slow down, or turn ■ He 
snowplowed to a stop. 

1 Snow-Shoe /'snouju:/ noun, pi 
-shoes [count] : a light, wide frame 
that is attached to your shoe to 
make it easier to walk on soft snow 
without sinking 

2 snowshoe verb -shoes; -shoed; 

-shoe-ing [no obj] : to walk with 
snowshoes ■ We snowshoed through 
the woods. 

— snowshoeing noun [noncount] ■ 

Snowshoeing is one of her favorite 
winter activities. ■ We went snow¬ 
shoeing in the mountains. 

- snow-sho-er /'snou./uiwa-/ 
noun, pi -ers [count] 

Snow-Storm /'snoujstoa-m/ noun, pi -storms [count] : a 
storm with a large amount of falling snow 

Snow-Suit /'snouisud/ noun, pi -suits [count] : a piece of 
clothing or a jacket and matching pants that is worn by chil¬ 
dren over their regular clothes when they go outdoors in the 
winter 
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snow thrower noun, pi ~ -ers [count] US : snowblower 
snow tire noun, pi ~ tires [count] US : a special tire that is 
used to give a vehicle better control when you are driving on 
snow and ice 

snow-white /'snou'wait/ adj : white as snow : completely 
white ■ snow-white hair 

snowy /'snowi/ adj snow-i-er; -est [also more —; most ~] 

1 a : having a lot of snow ■ a snowy day ■ This is the snowiest 
winter in years, b : covered in snow ■ snowy mountaintops/ 
streets/fields 

2 : white like snow • snowy hair • snowy white flower petals 
Snr abbr, Brit senior ■ Dave Smith Snr 

snub /'snAb /verb snubs; snubbed; snub-bing [+ obj] 

1 : to ignore (someone) in a deliberate and insulting way ■ 
She snubbed me in the hallway. 


2 : to not accept or attend (something) as a way to show dis¬ 
approval ■ He snubbed their job offer. ■ They deliberately 
snubbed the meeting. 

— snub noun, pi snubs [count] ■ His refusal to accept the 
award/invitation was a deliberate snub. • Her name was 
left off the guest list by mistake, but she took it as a snub. 

snub-nosed /'snAb,nouzd/ adj 

1 : having a short, wide nose ■ a snub-nosed child 

2 of a gun : having a very short barrel ■ a snub-nosed revolv¬ 
er/handgun 

snuck (US) past tense and past participle of ’sneak 
1 snuff /'siiAf/ verb snuffs; snuffed; snuff-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to cause (something, such as a candle or cigarette) to stop 
burning by pressing it with your fingers, covering it, etc. • 
She snuffed the candles after everyone had left the table. — 
often + out ■ She snuffed out her cigarette. 

2 informal a : to cause the end of (something) ■ The home 
run ended the game and snuffed their chances to win a 
championship. ■ Their hopes were snuffed. — often + out • 
Their chances of winning were snuffed out. ■ Her life was 
snuffed out by cancer, b : to kill (someone) ■ a gangster who 
was/got snuffed by a rival — often + out ■ They threatened to 
snuff him out. 

snuff it Brit, informal : to die ■ He snuffed it at a young age. 
2 snuff noun [noncount] : a type of tobacco that is chewed, 
placed against the gums, or inhaled into the nose ■ He took a 
pinch of snuff. 

up to snuff US, informal : good enough : as good as expect¬ 
ed or wanted ■ I’m trying to get my math skills up to snuff. • 
The performances by the actors were not up to snuff \ 
snuf-fle /'snAfal/ verb snuf-fles; snuf-fled; snuf-fling 
[no obj] : to breathe loudly because you have a cold or have 
been crying ■ The child was snuffling in his room. 

1 snug /'snAg/ adj snug-ger; snug-gest [also more most 
~] 

1 : fitting closely and often too tightly ■ a snug coat ■ The 
shoes were too snug. ■ These jeans are snug around the hips. 

2 : providing or enjoying warmth, shelter, and comfort: co¬ 
zy ■ a snug little apartment/room ■ We were snug in the cab¬ 
in. ■ She felt snug under the warm blanket. ■ The children 
were snug in their beds. 

— snug-ly adv ■ The coat fits snugly. ■ The children slept 
snugly in bed. 

2 snug noun, pi snugs [count] Brit : a small private room in a 
pub 

snug-gle /'sn-vgol/ verb, always followed by an adverb or 
preposition snug-gles; snug-gled; snug-gling 

1 [no obj] : to lie or sit close together in a comfortable posi¬ 
tion • The puppy snuggled up against the sleeping boy. ■ The 
boy snuggled close to his mother. ■ We snuggled (together) 
under a blanket. 

2 [+ obj] : to place (something) close to or against someone 
or something : nestle • The dog snuggled its nose between 
the pillows. ■ The baby snuggled his head against my chest. 

1 SO /'sou/ adv 

~~T a : to a degree that is suggested or stated ■ She had never 
felt so happy. [=had never felt as happy as she did then] ■ You 
shouldn’t eat so fast. [=you should eat more slowly] ■ I don’t 
think they can score twice in so short a time. ■ It was hot last 
summer—but less so than this summer. [=but not as hot as it 
was this summer] ■ The play was impressive— (all) the more 
so [=it was even more impressive] because the students had 
written it themselves. ■ There has always been an interest in 
genetic cloning, but never more so than in recent years. — 
often + that ■ She was so tired that she almost fell asleep at 
the dinner table. ■ The library is so large (that) you could get 
lost in it. — often used with as when making a comparison, 
when giving an example of some quality, or when describing 
someone or something ■ She had never been so [=as] nervous 
as when she performed for the queen. ■ His latest novel is not 
so suspenseful as his others. ■ How can you be so cruel as to 
criticize her weight? ■ Would you be so kind as to help me 
with my bags? [=would you please help me with my bags?] ■ 
Sailing is not so much a science as an art. [^sailing is more of 
an art than a science] — see also so much as (below) b 
: to a great degree : very or extremely ■ He looked so hand¬ 
some in his suit. ■ We are all so excited about the trip. ■ I’m so 
happy that you decided to join us for dinner. ■ He loves her 
so. [=very much] ■ Not so long ago [=a short time ago], she 
was the nation’s best gymnast. ■ I feel so much better after 
taking that nap. ■ Thank you so much for your help. ■ The 
game is so much fun. [=is very enjoyable] ■ He dislikes her so 




so • soak 


1554 



much that he won’t even talk to her. ■ The test was not so 
very hard after all. When this sense of so is used before an 
adjective alone, it is considered informal. ■ The apple pie 
tasted so good. [=tasted very good] ■ This computer is so out- 
of-date. c informal : without any doubt — used to make a 
statement more forceful ■ I so don’t believe you. • I so wanted 
them to win. ■ That was so not the right thing to say! ■ That 
shirt is so you. [=it looks like something you would wear; it is 
very typical of your style] ■ Her hairstyle is so 1980s. [=it’s 
out of date and looks like the hairstyles that were popular in 
the 1980s] ■ It’s so not fair. [=it’s very unfair] 

2 : to a definite but not specified amount ■ “He is about so 
tall,” she said, raising her hand about six feet in the air. • I 
can only move so fast. ■ I have never seen so many geese on 
one pond before. ■ I can only do so many things at a time. ■ I 
can do only so much in a day. ■ There is still so much to be 
done before the guests arrive. ■ There is only so much nega¬ 
tive criticism a person can take. [=a person can only take a 
certain amount of negative criticism] ■ The house burned 
like so much paper. [=like something made of paper] ■ The 
explanation sounded like so much [=like a lot of] nonsense. 

3 : in the same way ■ She was always a hard worker and so 
was her father. [=and her father was too] ■ “I’m going to the 
concert." "So am I.” [=1 am also going] ■ “I wish I had a cof¬ 
fee right now." “So do /.” [=1 do too] ■ (US, informal) “I really 
like her music.” “So don’t /.” [=so do I; I do too] 

4 : in the way that is stated or suggested ■ The bell rang, we 
took our seats, and so began another new school year. — of¬ 
ten + that • The football arena was so designed that every seat 
had a good view of the field. ■ It Oust) so happens that I 
know her son. [=1 happen to know her son] 

5 informal : most certainly ■ “I never said that” “You did so." 
[=too, indeed) ■ “You’re not really leaving." “I am so." 

and so forth or and so on : and other things often of the 
same or similar kind ■ Magazines, newspapers, journals, 
and so forth are on the second floor of the library. ■ She 
wanted to know about my family, my childhood, my hopes 
and fears, (and so on) and so forth. • I bought milk, eggs, 
bread, and so on. 
even so see 2 even 
ever so see ever 
every so often see every 
how so see 'how 
never so much as see never 
so far see 'far 
so help me (God) see 'help 
so long see 2 lono 

so much : an amount, price, etc., that is not stated or 
known ■ You are charged so much a mile when renting a 
vehicle. ■ You can only believe so much of what he says. 
[=you can only believe some of what he says] 
so much as — used after a negative word (such as not or a 
contraction of not) to stress the smallness of an amount or 
effort ■ We didn’t hear so much as a word from her the 
whole time. [=we didn’t hear a word from her] ■ Not only 
did they not help, they didn’t so much as [=even] offer to 
help! ■ They ended their date without so much as a hug. 
— see also 'so la (above) 

so much for informal 1 — used to say that everything that 
can be said about or done with something or someone has 
been said or done ■ So much for the history of the case. 
Now we’ll look at its implications. ■ Well, so much for that 
idea. [=that idea was not successful] We’ll have to try some¬ 
thing else. 2 — used to say that something has ended ■ 
Well, it’s raining. So much for our perfect weather, 
so much so (that) : to the extent that ■ The twins look 
alike— so much so that even their parents sometimes con¬ 
fuse them. [=the twins look so alike that even their parents 
sometimes confuse them] 
so much the better see 3 better 
so fo speak see speak 

2 SO pronoun — used to refer to something that has just been 
stated or suggested • “Has she left?” “I believe so." [=1 believe 
she has left] ■ If you have not yet returned the form, please 
do so immediately. [=please return it immediately] ■ “Is it 
true?” “I think/hope so." ■ They’re going to help us move, or 
so they said. ■ If you wanted to leave early, you should have 
said so. ■ “They’re getting married." “Really? Who said so?" ■ 
“I heard you’re moving to New York.” “Who told you so?" 
[=who told you that?] ■ I didn't like the dress and told her so. 
[=told her I didn't like it] ■ “Is he coming to the meeting?” 
“So he says." [=he says he’s coming] ■ “You were late this 
morning.” "So I was—what’s it to you?” ■ I might be late. If 


so [=if I am late], please start the meeting without me. ■ Fold 
the paper like so. [=like this] ■ If they insist on going, so be it. 
[=if they insist on going, they will go, and there is nothing I 
can do to stop them] ■ “Today is the first day of winter.” 
“Why, so it is." 
if I may say so see 'say 

or so — used to say that a number, amount, etc., is not ex¬ 
act ■ We plan to stay a week or so. [=we plan to stay about a 
week] ■ Tickets cost $20 or so. 

3 so coni 

T : for that reason : and therefore ■ We were bored with the 
movie, so we left. ■ I don’t want to go, so I won’t. ■ There are 
no more chairs available, so you’ll have to stand. 

2 — used to say the reason for something ■ Please be quiet so 
I can study. ■ She pulled him to the side so that no one else 
could hear their conversation. ■ Let’s get there early so that 
we can get good seats. 

3 — used in speech to introduce a statement or question ■ So 
here we are. ■ So , we meet at last! ■ So, as I was saying, the car 
is used but in good condition. ■ So, how did the test go? 

4 — used in speech to say in a somewhat rude or annoyed 
way that something is unimportant ■ So I mispronounced the 
word. You still understood what I meant. ■ “I’m taller than 
you!” “So?" ■ She has a glass of wine now and then—so 
what? - So what if she has a glass of wine now and then? 
[=why should anyone object if she has a glass of wine now 
and then?] 

5 — used in speech to say that you have just become aware 
of someone or something ■ So, that’s who did it! ■ So there 
you are. I’ve been looking for you. ■ “Goodbye, then.” "So 
you’re not coming with me after all!” 

so as see 2 as 
so far as see 'far 
so long as see 2 long 

4 SO adj, not used before a noun : agreeing with actual facts 
: TRUE ■ You are saying things that are just not so. ■ I heard 
you met the president—is that so? • She thinks I’m angry at 
her, but that just isn’t so. [=I’m not angry at her] 
just so see 2 just 

5 SO /’sou/ noun [noncount] music : sol 
So. or SO. abbr south or southern 
SO abbr 1 strikeout 2 significant other 
1 soak /'souk/ verb soaks; soaked; soakdng 

1 a : to put (something) in a liquid for a period of time [+ 
obj] Soak the beans overnight (in water). ■ He soaked his feet 
(in a tub of warm water). ■ You should soak those dirty 
clothes before you wash them. ■ The cucumbers are soaked 
[ -marinated ] in vinegar, [no obj\ The beans soaked in water 
overnight, b [no obj ] : to take a long bath ■ He relaxed and 
soaked in the tub. c [+ obj ] : to make (someone or some¬ 
thing) very wet with water or another liquid ■ After planting 
the seeds, soak the soil. ■ She soaked the dog with the hose. ■ 
His shirt was soaked with sweat. ■ I was/got soaked by the 
rain. ■ My shirt and pants were soaked through [=made com¬ 
pletely wet] by the rain. ■ I was soaked to the skin [=made 
completely wet] within minutes. 

2 [no obj] of a liquid : to enter or pass through or into some¬ 
thing ■ The oil soaked into the wood. ■ Sweat soaked through 
his shirt. ■ Rain soaked through her jacket. ■ Blood soaked 
through the bandage. 

3 [+ obj] informal : to make (someone) pay a lot of money 
for something ■ People are getting soaked by city taxes. ■ 
They’re soaking their customers by charging high fees for 
routine services. 

soak In [phrasal verb ] of a liquid : to enter something by a 
gradual process ■ Pour water around the base of the plant 
and allow it to soak in. — often used figuratively • He sat 
quietly, letting her words soak in. ■ Close your eyes and let 
the music soak in. 

soak up [phrasal verb] soak up (something) or soak (some¬ 
thing) up 1 : to take in (liquid) : absorb ■ The rag soaked 
up most of the water. ■ This kind of paper soaks up ink eas¬ 
ily. 2 : to enjoy feeling or experiencing (something pleas¬ 
ant) in usually a slow or relaxed way ■ We went to the 
beach and soaked up the sun/sunshine all afternoon. ■ I sat 
at my table for an hour soaking up [=savoring] the atmo¬ 
sphere of the caf6. ■ The performers stood on the stage, 
soaking up the applause. 3 : to learn and remember 
(something) quickly ■ He eagerly soaked up [-took in] ev¬ 
ery word she said. ■ She has an ability to soak up new infor¬ 
mation very quickly. 4 : to use a large amount of (mon- 
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ey, supplies, etc.) ■ This project is soaking up resources that 
could be used elsewhere. 

2 SOak noun [singular] 

1 : an act of letting something stay in a liquid for a long time 
in order to soften or clean it ■ This shirt needs a good soak 
[=needs to be soaked] to get out the stains. 

2 informal: a long bath ■ I had a long, hot soak in the tub. 
Soaked adj : made completely wet by water or another liq¬ 
uid ■ a soaked towel ■ My socks are soaked. — often used in 
combination ■ a blood-soaked bandage ■ an oil-soaked rag ■ a 
rain -soaked field — sometimes used figuratively • a sun- 
soaked beach 

Soaking noun [singular] 

1 : an act of leaving something in a liquid for a long time 
: soak ■ These dishes need a good soaking. 

2 : an act of making someone or something very wet ■ Peo¬ 
ple at the game got a soaking [=got soaked] from an unex¬ 
pected rain shower. 

— soaking adj • a soaking rain ■ I was soaking ^completely 
wet] after walking home in the rain. ■ 1 was soaking wet 

SO—and—SO /'sow3n,sou/ noun, pi so—and—sos or so— 
and—so’s/'sow3n,souz/ informal 

1 [noncount] — used when the name of a person is unknown 
or not important ■ She’s always gossiping and telling people 
that so-and-so [=some person] is getting married or divorced 
or something. • Let’s say Mr. So-and-so , who is related to 
you, asks to borrow $1,000. Would you give it to him? 

2 [count] : a rude or annoying person ■ He’s an arrogant so- 
and-so. • I can’t believe that stupid so-and-so got the job. 

1 SQ3P /'soup/ noun, pi soaps 

1 : a substance that is used for washing something [non¬ 
count] Make sure you use soap and water to wash your 
hands. ■ a bar of soap ■ dish/laundry soap [=detergent ] • soap 
bubbles/scum ■ a soap dish/dispenser [count] The store sells 
many different brands of liquid/hand/antibacterial soaps . 

— see picture at GROOMING 

2 [count] informal : soap opera ■ Her first acting job was on 
a soap. • a soap star 

2 SOap verb soaps; soaped; soap-ing [+ obj] : to rub soap 
over or into (someone or something) ■ I soap my hair/body 
first when 1 take a shower. ■ He soaped and rinsed the car. — 
often + up ■ He soaped up the car. 

SOap-bOX /'soup,ba:ks/ noun, pi -boxes [count] : a box or 
small platform that someone stands on to give a speech to 
people in an outdoor, public place • a soapbox speech — of¬ 
ten used figuratively to describe making speeches or express¬ 
ing strong opinions ■ His fame as an actor provides him with 
a soapbox to encourage young people to vote. ■ He jumped 
on the soapbox and spoke out against the war. ■ She needs to 
get off her soapbox and stop telling people what to do. 
soap Opera noun, pi ~ -eras [count] : a television or radio 
program that has continuing stories about the daily lives and 
problems of a group of people ■ She loves to watch daytime 
soap operas. — sometimes used figuratively ■ My life is a 
soap opera. [=my life has a lot of dramatic events and prob¬ 
lems like the ones that occur in soap operas] — called also 
( informal ) soap 

soap powder noun, pi - ders [count, noncount] chiefly 

Brit : a powder that is made from soap and other substances 
and used for washing clothes 

Soap-Stone /'soup,stoun/ noun [noncount] : a type of soft 
stone that feels like soap — often used before another noun ■ 
a soapstone sculpture 

SOap-SUdS /'soup,sAdz/ noun [plural] : the bubbles that 
form when water is mixed with soap : SUDS 
soapy /'soupi/ adj soap-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : containing soap ■ soapy water 

2 : like soap ■ The stone has a soapy feel. 

soar /'so;*/ verb soars; soared; soar-ing [no obj] 

1 : to increase very quickly in amount or price ■ The temper¬ 
ature soared to 100 degrees. ■ Stock prices are beginning to 
soar. • The oil shortage sent prices soaring. • The nation’s di¬ 
vorce rate has soared. ■ Interest rates ha \e soared (up) to new 
heights. 

2 a : to fly or sail often at a great height by floating on air 
currents ■ The eagle soared above us. • A hang glider soared 
in the air. b : to rise quickly upward to a great height ■ The 
rocket soared into the sky. ■ The ball soared out of the stadi¬ 
um. — often used figuratively ■ The song is soaring in popu¬ 
larity. = The popularity of the song is soaring. ■ Her spirits 
soared [=she became very happy and excited] when she 
heard the news. 


3 : to reach or rise to a great height ■ The mountain soars 
over 20,000 feet above sea level. 

— soaring adj, always used before a noun ■ a soaring divorce 
rate ■ a soaring eagle ■ She is enjoying her soaring popular¬ 
ity. • soaring skyscrapers 

SOb /'sa:b/ verb sobs; sobbed; sob-bing 

1 [no obj] : to cry noisily while taking in short, sudden 
breaths ■ He began to sob uncontrollably. • She could not 
stop sobbing. 

2 [+ obj] : to say (something) while sobbing ■ “I hate you," 
she sobbed. ■ She sobbed (out) her goodbye. 

— sob noun, pi sobs [count] ■ “I don’t know what I’ll do,” 
she said with a sob. 

SOB /,ES,ou'bi;/ noun, pi SOBs [count] chiefly US, informal 
: son of a bitch ■ I hate that miserable SOB. 

1 SO-ber /'scuba 1 / adj so-ber-er; -est [or more most ~] 

1 : not drunk ■ I’m driving, so I have to stay sober tonight. ■ 
She has been sober for three years. [=she stopped drinking al¬ 
cohol three years ago] ■ I haven’t been drinking at all. I’m 
(as) sober as a Judge. [=I’m completely sober] ■ He claims 
that he was stone cold sober ^completely sober] when the 
accident happened. 

2 : having or showing a very serious attitude or quality ■ He 
is a sober, hardworking farmer. ■ The story is a sober look at 
drug abuse. • Illness is a sober reminder of our mortality. ■ 
The article is a sober reflection on the state of our nation. 

3 : plain in color ■ a sober gray suit 

— so-ber-ly adv • He talked soberly about his life. ■ She was 
soberly dressed. 

2 SOber verb -bers: -bered; -ber-ing [+ obj] : to make (some¬ 
one) serious or thoughtful ■ He returned home from the war, 
saddened and sobered by his experiences. 
sober up [phrasal verb] sober up or sober (someone) up : to 
become sober or less drunk or to make (a drunk person) 
sober or less drunk • You need to sober up before you go. ■ 
I tried to sober her up. • I have to sober myself up. 
SO-ber-ing /’soubsrii)/ adj [more ~ most ~]: making you 
feel serious and thoughtful ■ His death is a sobering reminder 
of the dangers of mountaineering. ■ a sobering fact/thought 
SO-bri-ety /sa'brajati/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the state of not being drunk ■ The police tested him for 
sobriety. [=tested him to see if he was sober] ■ They did a so¬ 
briety test on him. • He has had 10 years of sobriety. [=he 
stopped drinking alchohol 10 years ago] 

2 formal : the quality of being serious ■ the sobriety of the sit¬ 
uation 

SO-bri-quet also sou-bri-quet /'soobn.kei/ noun, pi 
-quets [count] formal : a name or phrase that describes the 
character of someone or something : nickname ■ Baseball 
player Ty Cobb was also known by the sobriquet “The Geor¬ 
gia Peach." 

SOb Story noun, pi ~ -Ties [count] informal : a sad story 
about yourself that you tell in order to make people feel sor¬ 
ry for you • She told a sob story about how she had to starve 
herself to pay for the rent. • I don’t want to hear any of your 
sob stories. 

SOC. abbr 1 society 2 sociology 

SO—Called /'sou'kculd/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 — used to indicate the name that is commonly or usually 
used for something ■ an epidemic of the so-called mad cow 
disease ■ so-called Generation Xers 

2 — used to indicate a name or description that you think is 
not really right or suitable ■ I was lied to by a so-called friend. 
[=by someone who claims to be my friend but who is not re¬ 
ally my friend] ■ The restaurant’s so-called specials can be or¬ 
dered any day of the week. 

SQC-Cer /'sa:k;*/ noun [noncount] : a game played between 
two teams of 11 players in which a round ball is moved to¬ 
ward a goal usually by kicking ■ Both of their children play 
soccer. — often used before another noun ■ a soccer ball/ 
player/team/coach/field/game — called also (Brit) football ; 
see picture at ball; see also TABLE SOCCER 
SOCCer mom noun, pi ~ moms [count] US, informal : a 
mother usually from the middle class who brings her chil¬ 
dren to soccer games and similar activities — often used to 
refer in a general way to such women as a group of people 
having similar interests, values, etc. ■ politicians trying to win 
the vote of soccer moms 
so-cia-ble /'soujsbsl/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : liking to be with and talk to other people ■ They are so¬ 
ciable people who enjoy having parties. • Their daughter is 
very sociable. [=friendty] 
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2 : involving or allowing friendly and pleasant social rela¬ 
tions ■ They had a very sociable evening. 

— so-cia*bil*i*ty Asooja'bilati/ noun [noncount] 

1 so«cial /'souJW adj 

1 a : relating to or involving activities in which people spend 
time talking to each other or doing enjoyable things with 
each other ■ She has poor/good social skills. ■ The vacation 
resort held a lot of social events. ■ She has a busy/hectic so¬ 
cial life. [=she spends a lot of time doing things with her 
friends, going to parties, etc.] ■ I joined the club to improve 
my social life. • He’s a social drinker. [=he only drinks alcohol 
at parties and other social occasions] ■ social drinking b 
[more most ~]: liking to be with and talk to people : hap¬ 
py to be with people ■ He’s not feeling very social [ ^sociable ] 
this evening. • Her sister is much more social than she is. 

— Opposite ANTISOCIAL 

2 : of or relating to people or society in general ■ social insti¬ 
tutions like marriage and family • Health care is a major so¬ 
cial issue. ■ Child abuse has become a serious social problem. 
■ Martin Luther King, Jr., fought for social change/reform. 

3 : tending to form relationships and live together in groups 
: not solitary • Most humans are social beings. ■ Bees are so¬ 
cial insects. ■ Elephants are social animals. 

4 always used before a noun : of, relating to, or based on 
rank in a particular society ■ The established social order was 
challenged by the peasants’ rebellion. ■ Men and women are 
considered social equals in our culture. ■ Social classes are 
based on wealth and property. • The family’s social status is 
middle class. 

— sociably /'soujali/ adv • She’s socially active in the com¬ 
munity. ■ I only know her socially. ■ He only drinks social¬ 
ly. [=he only drinks alcohol at parties and other social 
events] ■ socially unacceptable behavior • socially disadvan¬ 
taged families 

2 SOCial noun, pi -cials 

1 [count] : an informal social event for members of a group ■ 
The club/church has socials every month. 

2 the social Brit, somewhat informal : social security ■ 
He’s living on the social now. 

social Climber noun, pi ~ -ers [count] disapproving 
: someone who tries to gain a higher social position or status 
(such as by becoming friendly with wealthy people) 
social democracy noun, pi ~ -cies formal 

1 [noncount] : a political movement that uses principles of 
democracy to change a capitalist country to a socialist one 

2 [count] : a country that uses both capitalist and socialist 
practices 

— social democrat noun, pi ~ -crats [count] - social 
democratic adj 

Social engineering noun [noncount] formal : the practice 
of making laws or using other methods to influence public 
opinion and solve social problems or improve social condi¬ 
tions 

— social engineer noun, pi ~ -neers [count] 

Social housing noun [noncount] Brit : houses or apart¬ 
ments that are made available to be rented at a low cost by 
poor people 

SO*Cial*ism /'souja^izam /noun [noncount] : away of orga¬ 
nizing a society in which major industries are owned and 
controlled by the government rather than by individual peo¬ 
ple and companies — compare capitalism, communism 
SO-ciaMst /'soufalist/ noun, pi -ists [count] 

1 : a person who believes in socialism 

2 Socialist : a member of a political party that supports so¬ 
cialism 

— socialist or Socialist adj ■ a socialist country/govem- 
ment •socialist ideas ■ the Socialist party — so-cial-is-tic 
/■souJVlistik/ adj ■ socialistic countries/ideas 

SO-cial-ite / l souj9,lait/ noun, pi -ites [count] : someone 
who is well-known in fashionable society and is often seen at 
parties and other social events for wealthy people • New 
York City socialites 

SO*CiaMze also Brit so*cial*ise /'souf3,laiz/ verb -iz»es; 
-ized; -iz-ing 

1 [no obf] : to talk to and do things with other people in a 
friendly way ■ She danced and socialized at the party. — of¬ 
ten + with ■ He doesn’t socialize with the other players on the 
team. ■ She enjoys socializing with her coworkers. 

2 [+ obf] formal : to teach (someone) to behave in a way that 
is acceptable in society — usually used as (be) socialized • 
Children are socialized at an early age. 

— so-cial-i-za-tion also Brit so-ciaM*sa*tion /.soujala- 


'zeijan, Brit .saufajlai'zeijan/ noun [noncount] ■ the social¬ 
ization of children 

socialized medicine noun [noncount] chiefly US : medi¬ 
cal and hospital services that are provided by a government 
and paid for by taxes 
social science noun, pi ~ -ences 

1 [noncount] : the study of human society 

2 [count] : a particular area of study that relates to human 
behavior and society • Economics is a social science. 

— social scientist noun, pi ~ -tists [count] 

Social Security noun [noncount] 

1 : a program in which the government provides money to 
people who are unable to work because they are old, dis¬ 
abled, or unemployed 

2 or Social Security : a program in the U.S. that requires 
workers to make regular payments to a government fund 
which is used to make payments to people who are unable to 
work because they are old, disabled, or retired ■ Social Secu¬ 
rity benefits/tax — abbr. SS 

3 or Social Security : money that is paid out through a so¬ 
cial security program ■ She is living on social security. ■ He 
began collecting/receiving Social Security checks. 

Social Security number noun, pi ~ -bers [count] : a 
number that is given to each citizen of the U.S. by the gov¬ 
ernment and that is used for the Social Security program and 
for official forms and records — abbr. SSN 
Social services noun [plural] : a program supported by a 
government or private organization that helps people who 
have financial or family problems ■ the Department of Social 
Services ■ Contact social services for help. 

— social service adj, always used before a noun ■ a social 
service agency/worker 

Social Studies noun [plural] : a course of study that deals 
with human relationships and the way society works 
Social Work noun [noncount] : the work done by someone 
who works for a government or private organization that 
helps people who have financial or family problems • She is 
doing social work. • He has a job in social work. 

— social worker noun, pi ~ -ers [count] 
so-ci-e-tal /sa'sajatj/ adj, always used before a noun, formal 

: of or relating to society : social ■ societal changes/needs/ 
problems/values 

SO«Ci«etV /sa'sajati/ noun, pi -et-ies 

1 [noncount]: people in general thought of as living together 
in organized communities with shared laws, traditions, and 
values ■ Poverty hurts society as a whole. 

2 : the people of a particular country, area, time, etc., 
thought of especially as an organized community [count] 
ancient/modem societies • Christian/consumer societies • We 
need to do more to help the poorer members of our society, 
[noncount] the values of Westem/American society ■ 
wealthy/poor members of society ■ These problems affect 
only a small segment of society. [=only a small number of 
people] ■ That kind of behavior isn’t allowed in polite soci¬ 
ety. l=among people of the middle and upper classes who 
speak and behave in a polite way] 

3 [noncount]: people who are fashionable and wealthy • She 
was introduced to society at a formal reception. ■ The club's 
members are drawn from the ranks of high society. — often 
used before another noun • society ladies/fashions/parties ■ 
the newspaper's society page 

4 [count] : a group of people who work together or regularly 
meet because of common interests, beliefs, or activities ■ a 
literary/musical society ■ historical societies • The American 
Cancer Society • The Society of Newspaper Editors 

5 [noncount] formal : the state of being with other people ■ 
He avoided the society [-company] of other writers. 

SOC i O- combining form 

1 : society • .sociology 

2 : social and ■ socioeconomic 

socio-eco-nom-ic Asousijoi^eka'na.mik/ adj, formal 
: of, relating to, or involving a combination of social and 
economic factors ■ Their socioeconomic backgrounds are 
very different. 

— so«cio*eco*nom-i*cal-ly AsousijoL^eka'naimikli/ adv 
so-ci-ol-o-gy /^ousi'adacfei/ noun [noncount] : the study of 

society, social institutions, and social relationships — abbr. 
soc. 

— so*cio-log*i-cal /,sousij3'la:cfeik3l/ adj • The problem is 
sociological. ■ a sociological study — so*cio*log*i*cal*ly 
/,sousij3'la:cfeikli/ adv ■ The experiment is sociologically 



1557 


sociopath • soft 


important. — SO-ci-ol-O-gist /,sousi'a:l3cfeist/ noun, pi 
-gists [count] 

sociopath /'sousij3,p2e0/ noun, pi -paths [count] : some¬ 
one who behaves in a dangerous or violent way towards oth¬ 
er people and does not feel guilty about such behavior 

— socio-path-ic /,so(Jsij3'p£e0ik/ adj ■ a sociopathic per¬ 
sonality ■ sociopathic behavior ■ He is sociopathic. 

1 SOCk /'sa:k/ noun,pi socks [count] : a piece of clothing that 
is worn on your foot and that covers your ankle and some¬ 
times the lower part of your leg ■ a white cotton sock — usu¬ 
ally plural ■ a pair of socks • wool/ankle/athletic socks — see 
color picture on page Cl 3; see also bobby socks, tube 
sock 

knock/blow your socks off informal: to affect or impress 
you in a very strong and favorable way ■ This song will 
knock your socks off. [=you will enjoy this song very much] 
put a sock in it informal — used to tell someone to stop 
talking ■ 1 wish someone would tell him to put a sock in it. 

— compare 2 sock 

2 SOCk noun, pi socks [count] informal : a hard hit with the 
fist: punch — usually singular ■ She gave him a sock in the 
jaw/stomach. — compare ‘sock 
3 SOCk verb socks; socked; sock-ing [+ obj] informal : to 
hit (someone or something) hard ■ He socked [=punched] him 
in the eye/nose/jaw. ■ ( baseball) He socked a home run over 
the left-field wall. — often used figuratively ■ The city was 
socked by a blizzard. ■ He socked us with a huge lawsuit. 
sock away [phrasal verb] sock away (something) or sock 
(something) away US, informal: to save (something, such 
as money) by putting it in a safe place ■ My father had been 
socking away money since I was a young boy. 
socked In US : affected by bad weather conditions that pre¬ 
vent people from leaving ■ The whole metro region is 
socked in with snow. ■ The airport was socked in by fog. 
sock it to informal: to do or say something to (someone) in 
a strong and forceful way ■ He really socked it to her. ■ Leg¬ 
islators are getting ready to sock it to homeowners with 
high property tax increases. 

SOCk-et /'saikat/ noun, pi -ets [count] 

1 a : a device in a wall into which an electric cord can be 
plugged : outlet ■ She plugged the lamp into the socket, b 
: an opening on a piece of electrical equipment into which a 
plug, lightbulb, etc., fits ■ He screwed the lightbulb into the 
socket. 

2 : a hollow part in a bone that holds an eye, a tooth, or an¬ 
other bone ■ an inflamed tooth socket ■ the hip socket ■ His 
shoulder popped out of its socket. 

socket wrench noun, pi ~ wrenches [count] US : a tool 
that has a part which fits over the end of a bolt or nut and is 
used to turn it 

So-Crat-IC /sa'kreetik/ adj, formal : of or relating to the an¬ 
cient Greek philosopher Socrates, his followers, or his meth¬ 
od of asking questions to discover the truth ■ Socratic ques¬ 
tioning/thinking ■ the Socratic method 
1 SOd /'said/ noun, pi sods chiefly US 

1 [noncount]: the upper layer of soil that is made up of grass 
and plant roots ■ The grounds crew repaired the sod [-turf] 
after the football game. 

2 [count, noncount] : a piece of sod ■ They were laying sod in 
the yard. 

— compare 2 sod 

2 SOd noun, pi sods Brit, informal 

1 [count] a offensive : a person who is unpleasant, offensive, 
or annoying ■ He’s a nasty old sod. b impolite : a man who 
you think is lucky, unlucky, etc. ■ That poor old sod has been 
waiting there for hours. 

2 [singular] impolite : something that is annoying or difficult 
■ The problem was a real sod to fix. 

give a sod also care a sod Brit, informal + impolite : to care 
at all about someone or something — used in negative 
statements ■ I don't give/care a sod about what people say. 
odds and sods Brit, informal: odds and ends • The store 
sells art supplies and other odds and sods, 
sod all Brit, informal + impolite : nothing at all ■ You’ve done 
(sweet) sod all to help me! ■ They were wearing sod all. 

— compare 1 sod 

3 SOd verb sods; sod-ded, sod*ding [+ obj] Brit, informal + 
impolite — used to show that you are angry or annoyed at a 
person, thing, or situation ■ Sod [=damn] you! I’m not going 
to do it. ■ Sod this machine. ■ Sod it (all). I can’t be bothered 
with this. 

sod off Brit, informal + impolite — used to tell someone to 


leave or go away ■ Sod off or I’ll call the police. 

SO-da /'souda/ noun, pi -das 

1 a [noncount] : soda water ■ Scotch and soda b [count, 
noncount] chiefly US : soda pop ■ orange/grape soda ■ I or¬ 
dered fries and a soda. — often used before another noun ■ a 
soda machine ■ soda cans/bottles 

2 [count] US : a drink made of soda water, flavoring, and of¬ 
ten ice cream ■ a chocolate soda ■ an ice-cream soda 

3 [noncount] : a white powdery substance that contains salt 
and is used in cooking and medicine — see also baking 
SODA, WASHING SODA 

SOda cracker noun, pi -ers [count] US : a thin, usually 
salted cracker that is often served with soup 
SOda fountain noun, pi -tains [count] chiefly US, some¬ 
what old-fashioned : a counter usually in a store at which 
cold drinks, types of ice cream, etc., are prepared and served 
SOda jerk noun, pi ~ jerks [count] US, old-fashioned : a 
person who prepares and serves drinks and ice cream at a 
soda fountain 

SOda pop noun, pi ~~ pops [count, noncount] US : a drink 
consisting of soda water, flavoring, and a sweet syrup — 
called also pop, 0 chiefly US) soda 
SOda water noun, pi -ters [count, noncount] : water that 
has bubbles in it and that is often used to make other drinks 

— called also (US) club soda, soda 

sod-den /'saidii/ adj : very heavy and wet ■ sodden sand- 
bags/fields 

SOd-ding /'saidirj/ adj, always used before a noun, Brit, infor¬ 
mal + impolite 

1 — used to show that you are angry, annoyed, or surprised 
• The sodding [=damn] thing broke again! 

2 — used to emphasize a statement ■ That sodding (great) 
lorry almost crashed into me. 

SO-di-Um /'soudijam/ noun [noncount] : a soft silver-white 
element that is found in salt, baking soda, and other com¬ 
pounds 

sodium bicarbonate noun [noncount] : baking soda 

— called also bicarbonate of soda 

SOdium Chloride noun [noncount] technical : the chemi¬ 
cal compound that forms salt 

SOd-O-mite /'sa:d3,mait/ noun, pi -mites [count] old- 
fashioned \ a person who has anal sex with another person 
: someone who practices sodomy 
SOd-O-my /'saidami/ noun [noncount] : anal sex with some¬ 
one 

-sod-o-mize also Brit sod-o-mise /'saida.maiz/ verb 
-miz-es; -mized; -miz-ing [+ obj] chiefly US 
Sod’s Law noun [noncount] Brit : MURPHY’S law 
SO-fa /'soufa/ noun, pi -fas [count]: a long and comfortable 
piece of furniture on which a person can sit or lie down 

— see picture at living room 

sofa bed noun, pi ~ beds [count] : a sofa that can be folded 
out to form a bed — see picture at bed 
1 SOft /'saift/ adj soft*er; -est 

T"T easy to press, bend, cut, etc. : not hard or firm ■ a soft 
mattress ■ soft cheese/dough ■ The ground was soft after the 
heavy rain. ■ Iron and lead are soft metals. — opposite hard 

2 : smooth and pleasant to touch ■ soft skin ■ a soft silk ■ The 
rabbit’s fur is soft. 

3 a : having a very light color : not strong or bright in color 
or tone ■ soft colors ■ The room was painted in soft pink. ■ soft 
blues b of light : not bright or harsh ■ soft lighting flighting 
that is not too bright] • the soft glow of the moon 

4 a : gentle in manner : not harsh ■ He has a soft touch. ■ She 
gave him a soft kiss on the cheek. ■ We decided to take a soft¬ 
er approach in disciplining the children, b : not strong or 
very forceful ■ a soft [=mild, gentle] breeze ■ A soft [=light] 
rain fell. C : having a low, gentle sound ■ a soft voice 

5 : having a curved or rounded outline ■ soft rolling hills ■ a 
sweater with soft shoulder lines 

6 disapproving : not strict, harsh, or critical enough ■ The 
students thought their teacher was soft. ■ You’re too soft with 
your children. — often + on u Some people accuse the mayor 
of being soft on crime. 

7 : involving little work or effort: easy ■ He has a pretty soft 
job. ■ a soft life ■ ( chiefly Brit) Police insisted that community 
service work was not a soft option. 

8 a : not physically strong : not muscular ■ He had grown 
soft from years of inactivity, b : not brave or tough ■ He 
used to love adventure, but he has gone/gotten soft in his old 
age. 
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9 : feeling sympathy for other people : sympathetic and 
kind ■ He has a soft heart. — opposite hard 

10 : relating to matters that are not serious or important • 
soft news stories — opposite hard 

11 of an illegal drug : not as strong or harmful to the health 
as other drugs • Marijuana is a soft drug. — opposite hard 

12 of water : not containing many minerals and able to make 
bubbles with soap • soft water — opposite hard 

13 : sounding like the “c” in “ace” or the “g” in “gem” ■ The 
“c” in “cell” is soft, but the “c” in “cabbage” is hard. ■ the soft 
“g” in “general” — opposite hard 

soft in the head informal : stupid or crazy ■ He’s a nice old 
man but he’s a bit soft in the head. • Have you gone soft in 
the head? [=are you crazy?J 

soft on informal + old-fashioned : attracted to (someone) ■ I 
think he’s a little soft on her. — see also ‘soft 6 (above) 

— soft-ly adv ■ She spoke softly but firmly. ■ She chuckled/ 
laughed softly. • a softly lit room ■ The ball landed softly in 
the grass. — soft*ness Aa:ftnas/ noun [singular] • the soft¬ 
ness of silk • Her voice has a gentle softness. 

2 SOft adv soft-er; -est chiefly US 

1 : in a soft or gentle way • She kissed him soft [=(more com¬ 
monly) softly j on the lips. ■ Can you please talk softer? 
[=more softly] 

2 : in a way that is not strong or forceful ■ He hit the ball soft. 
[=(more commonly) softly] • a soft-hit ball 

SOft*ball /'sa:ft,ba.i/ noun, pi -balls 

1 [ noncount] : a sport that is similar to baseball but that is 
played on a smaller field and with a ball that is pitched un¬ 
derhand and that is larger and softer than a baseball ■ Do 
you want to play softball? • softball teams 

2 [count] : the ball that is used in softball — see picture at 

BALL 

3 [count] US : a question that is very easy to answer ■ All the 
questions in the interview were softballs. • The reporter 
threw him a softball. [=asked him an easy question] ■ softball 
questions. 

soft-boiled /'saift'bojald/ adj, of an egg : boiled until the 
white is solid but the yolk is liquid • soft-boiled eggs 

— compare hard-boiled 

soft-bound /'saift.baund/ adj, US, of a book : having a flex¬ 
ible cover ■ softbound books — compare hardbound 
soft-core /'scuft'koa 1 / adj : showing or describing sex acts 
but not in an extremely open and shocking way — usually 
used before a noun ■ soft-core pornography — compare 
HARD-CORE 

SOft-COV-er /'sa:ft,kAva»/ noun, pi -ers US : a book that has 
a flexible cover [count] Softcovers sell quickly, [noncount] 
The novel is now available in softcover. — often used before 
another noun ■ softcover books — compare hardcover, 
PAPERBACK 

soft drink noun, pi ~ drinks [count] : a cold drink that is 
usually sweet, does not contain alcohol, and is often sold in 
bottles or cans 

soft-en /'sa.fan/ verb -ens; -ened; -ending 

1 : to become less hard or firm or to make (something) less 
hard or firm [no obj] The butter will soften if left on the 
counter overnight. ■ The wax softened (up) quickly. (+ obj] 
The recipe called for one stick of butter, softened. ■ Heat soft¬ 
ens (up) wax quickly. 

2 [+ obj] : to make (something) less dry or rough • The oil is 
used to soften and preserve the leather. • The lotion softens 
dry skin. 

3 a [+ obj ]: to make (something) less severe, harsh, extreme, 
etc. ■ The company has softened its stance on dating in the 
workplace. • His arrogance is softened by a good sense of hu¬ 
mor. [=his sense of humor makes his arrogance less annoy¬ 
ing] ■ Passing clouds softened the glare of the sun. [=passing 
clouds made the sun less bright] b [no obj] : to become less 
harsh, severe, extreme, etc. ■ Her face/voice/expression soft¬ 
ened when he entered the room. • His criticism of the presi¬ 
dent has softened in the past year, c [+ obj] : to make (some¬ 
thing) less painful, forceful, or harmful ■ The grass softened 
my fall. — often used figuratively ■ Management tried to 
soften the impact of the layoffs by offering early retirement 
packages. = They tried to soften the blow by offering early 
retirement packages. 

4 (+ obj] : to make (something) seem rounder or less sharp • 
Her new haircut softened her features. 

soften lip [phrasal verb] soften (someone) up or soften up 
(someone) 1 : to treat (someone) very well or kindly in 
order to make that person more likely to help you, give 


you something, etc. ■ He tried to soften her up by buying 
her flowers. 2 : to weaken (an enemy) through military 
attacks • They used artillery to soften up the enemy's de¬ 
fenses before launching a full-scale attack. 

SOft-en*er /'saifon^/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a substance that 
makes something smoother or softer • a new skin softener 

— see also fabric softener 

Soft foCUS noun [noncount] : a way of producing a photo¬ 
graph so that the edges of the image are not completely clear 
or sharp 

— soft—focus adj • used a soft-focus lens • soft-focus photog¬ 
raphy 

Soft fruit noun, pi ~ fruits [count, noncount] chiefly Brit 
: small fruits (such as berries) that do not have pits or stones 
Soft furnishings noun [plural] Brit : things (such as cur¬ 
tains or rugs) that are made of cloth and used to decorate a 
room, house, etc. 

SOft-heart-ed /'saThhaatad/ adj [more most ~]: having 
feelings of kindness and sympathy for other people • He 
looks tough, but he’s really very softhearted. ■ She’s too soft¬ 
hearted to fire anyone. — compare hard-hearted 

— soft-heart-ed-ness noun [noncount] 

SOft-ie or softy /'sa:fti/ noun, pi soft-ies [count] informal 
: a kind person : a softhearted person ■ He may look tough, 
but he is really a softie at heart. 

soft landing noun, pi - ings [count] : a landing in which 

an aiiplane, a spacecraft, etc., touches the ground in a con¬ 
trolled and gradual way that does not damage it ■ The lunar 
module made a soft landing on the moon. — often used figu¬ 
ratively to describe an ending or solution that is not difficult 
or harmful ■ Market analysts are predicting a soft landing for 
the economy after the economic boom, 
softly-softly adj, Brit, informal : careful and patient in 
dealing with someone or something ■ a softly-softly approach/ 
strategy 

softly—spoken adj [more most ~] chiefly Brit : soft- 

spoken 

Soft money noun [noncount] chiefly US : money that is giv¬ 
en to a political party rather than to a particular candidate 
soft—ped-al /'saift'pedl/ verb -als; US -aled or Brit -ailed; 
US -al*ing or Brit -al-ling [+ obj] chiefly US, informal : to 
treat or describe (something) as less important than it really 
is ■ I’m not trying to soft-pedal the issue/problem. 

Soft rock noun [noncount] : rock music with a gentler 
sound and slower beat than hard rock — compare HARD 
ROCK 

soft sell noun [singular] : a way of selling something that 
uses persuasion rather than aggressive pressure — often 
used before another noun ■ using soft-sell tactics ■ a soft-sell 
approach to marketing — compare hard sell 
soft—shell /'saift'Jel/ or soft—shelled /'sa.ft'Jeld/ adj, US 
: having a shell that is soft or easily broken ■ soft-shell crabs 
soft-soap /‘saTt'soop/ verb -soaps; -soaped; -soap-lng 
[+ obj] Brit, informal : to try to persuade (someone) to do 
something by using praise, kind words, etc. — often + into ■ 
Don’t be soft-soaped into going out with him. 

— soft soap noun [noncount] Brit, informal 

Soft—spo-ken /'saift'spookan/ adj [more —; most ~]: hav¬ 
ing a gentle, quiet voice or manner ■ a soft-spoken teacher 
Soft spot noun, pi ~ spots [count] 

1 : a strong liking for someone or something — usually sin¬ 
gular • He has a soft spot for children. [=he likes children very 
much] ■ She has a soft spot for chocolate ice cream. 

2 : a weak point that can be attacked • They found a soft spot 
in the enemy’s defenses. 

soft target noun, pi ~ -gets [count] : a target that can be 
attacked easily because it does not have military defenses ■ 
hospitals, schools, and other soft targets — often used figura¬ 
tively ■ elderly people who are a soft target for criminals 
soft—top noun, pi -tops [count] informal : a car with a roof 
made of thick fabric that can be lowered or removed : con¬ 
vertible — compare hardtop 
soft touch noun, pi ~ touches [count] US, informal : a 
person who is easily deceived or taken advantage of ■ His 
friends all know that he’s a soft touch. 
soft toy noun, pi ~ toys [count] Brit : stuffed animal 
soft*ware /'sa:ft.we37 noun [noncount] : the programs that 
run on a computer and perform certain functions ■ word- 
processing software ■ antivirus software ■ I installed/loaded 
the software. — often used before another noun ■ the soft- 
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ware industry • software programs/development — compare 

HARDWARE 

SOft*WOOd /'sa:ft,wud/ noun, pi -woods 

1 [count, noncount ]: the wood of a tree (such as a pine tree) 
that is soft and easy to cut — often used before another 
noun ■ softwood lumber 

2 [count] : a tree that produces softwood ■ pines, firs, and 
other softwoods — compare hardwood 

softy variant spelling of softie 
sog-gy /'sa:gi/ adj sog-gi-er; -est 

1 : heavy with water or moisture : completely wet and usu¬ 
ally soft ■ The cereal got all .soggy. ■ soggy bread 

2 informal: rainy ■ soggy weather 

— sog-gi-ness /'saiginas/ noun [noncount] 

SOh /'sou/ noun [noncount] chiefly Brit, music : sol 
1 SOil /'sojal ! noun, pi soils 

1 : the top layer of earth in which plants grow [noncount] 
This kind of plant grows well in moist soil. • The soil in this 
area is very fertile/sandy. ■ Cleaning up contaminated soil 
[=soil that has harmful chemicals in it] can be very costly. 
[count] Certain plants cannot live in poorly drained soils. 

— see also potting soil 

2 [noncount] formal + literary : the land of a particular coun¬ 
try ■ They have returned to their native soil. [=the place they 
are originally from] ■ I had never set foot on Japanese/ltalian 
soil before. [=1 had never been to Japan/Italy before] 

3 [noncount] : a place where something begins or develops ■ 
Poor neighborhoods can be fertile soil for crime. [=there is 
often a lot ^>f crime in poor neighborhoods] 

4 the soil literary : farming as a way of making a living ■ Her 
ancestors had felt a closeness to the soil. 

2 SOil verb soils; soiled; so\W\nq formal 

1 [+ obj] : to make (something) dirty ■ I soiled my blouse/ 
shirt at the cocktail party. ■ The ink soiled his hands. ■ Her 
clothes were soiled and very wet. ■ soiled linens/underwear/ 
diapers — sometimes used figuratively ■ He refused to soil 
his hands [=do anything dishonest or wrong] for her. 

2 [no obj] : to become dirty ■ This fabric soils easily. 
SOi-ree or soi*ree /swa'rei/ noun, pi -rees or -rees [count] 

: a formal party that is usually at night ■ a fashionable soiree 
at a fancy hotel 

sojourn /'so^cfca-n/ noun, pi -journs [count] formal : a pe¬ 
riod of time when you stay in a place as a traveler or guest ■ 
Our family enjoyed a two-week sojourn in the mountains. 

— sojourn verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition 
-journs; -journed; -journ-ing [no obj] formal • We so¬ 
journed for two weeks at a resort. 

SOI /'soul/ noun [noncount] music : the fifth note of a musical 
scale ■ do, re, mi, fa, sol, la, ti — called also so, ( chiefly Brit) 
soh 

SOlace /'sa:bs/ noun, formal : someone or something that 
gives a feeling of comfort to a person who is sad, depressed, 
etc. : a source of comfort [singular] Her presence was a 
great solace for/to me. [noncount] — often + in ■ We took/ 
found solace in the knowledge that she hadn’t been alone at 
the end. ■ I urged him not to seek solace in alcohol. [=1 urged 
him not to drink to feel better] 

SO'lar /'soulaV adj, always used before a noun 

1 : of or relating to the sun ■ a solar eclipse/phenomenon 

2 : produced by or using the sun’s light or heat ■ solar ener¬ 
gy /power • a solar heating system 

solar cell noun, pi ~ cells [count] : a device that uses light 
or heat from the sun to produce electricity 
SOdaM-um /sou'lerijam/ noun, pi -ums [count] 

1 : a room with walls and a ceiling that are made of glass to 
allow in sunlight 

2 Brit : a room where you can lie in the sun or get a tan 
solar panel noun, pi ■— -els [count] : a large, flat piece of 

equipment that uses the sun’s light or heat to create electric¬ 
ity ■ All of the house’s electricity is produced by solar panels 
on the roof. 

sodar plex*us /'soul^'plcksas/ noun 
the solar plexus : the area on the front of your body just 
below the ribs ■ He punched him in the solar plexus. 
solar system noun, pi ~ -terns 

1 the solar system : our sun and the planets that move 
around it 

2 [count] : a star other than our sun and the planets that 
move around it 

sold past tense and past participle of 1 sell 
1 SOl«der /‘sa:da\ Brit 'sDlda/ noun [noncount] : a mixture of 



metals (such as lead and tin) that is melted and used to join 
metal parts together 

2 SOlder verb -ders; -dered; -derdng [+ obj] : to join (some¬ 
thing made of metal) to something else with solder ■ Wires 
are soldered onto the circuit board, 
soldering iron noun, pi ~ 
irons [count] : a tool that is 
electrically heated and used 
for joining parts with solder 

1 SOl-dier /'soukfca^/ noun, pi 
-diers [count] : a person who 
is in the military : a member 
of an army ■ Many soldiers 
were wounded in combat. ■ an 
American soldier • British/ 

German soldiers —see also 

FOOT SOLDIER 

2 SOldier verb -diers; -diered; 

-dier-ing 

soldier on [phrasal verb] : to continue to do something or to 
try to achieve something even though it is difficult ■ We 
soldiered on to the end. ■ The researchers encountered 
many problems but they soldiered on. 

SOl*dier*ing /'soulcfcarii)/ noun [noncount] : the life or job 
of a soldier 

sol-dier-ly /'soukk»li/ adj [more —; most ~] : suited to or 
typical of a good soldier ■ soldierly virtues ■ a soldierly man¬ 
ner 

soldier of fortune noun, pi soldiers of fortune [count] 
: someone who will fight as a soldier for any country or per¬ 
son in return for payment 


soldering iron 


SOl-diery /'soulcfeori/ noun [singular] old-fashioned : a group 
of soldiers 

Sold—OUt /'sould'aut/ adj : having all the tickets sold com¬ 
pletely ■ a sold-out show/performance/concert : of or relat¬ 
ing to an event where all the tickets have been sold ■ A sold- 
out crowd attended the show. — see also sell out at 'sell 
1 sole /'soul/ acjj, always used before a noun 

1 : only or single ■ He became the sole heir to the property. ■ 
the sole owner ■ The sole aim/objective/purpose of the pro¬ 
gram is to help the poor. ■ She was the sole survivor of the 
tragedy. ■ Icy roads were the sole cause of the accident. 

2 : belonging only to the person or group specified ■ She has 
the sole authority to hire new staff members. [=only she can 
hire new staff members] ■ He has sole jurisdiction of the area. 

2 SOle noun, pi soles [count] 

1 : the bottom part of the foot 

2 : the part of a shoe, boot, etc., that touches the ground ■ 
shoes with slippery soles • heavy boots with thick rubber 
soles — see picture at shoe 

— compare “sole 

3 SOle verb soles; soled; solving [+ obj] : to put a new sole 
on (a shoe, boot, etc.) ■ My shoes need to be soled. 

4 SOle noun, pi soles [count, noncount] : a type of ocean fish 
that is eaten as food ■ fillet of sole — compare 2 sole 
SO*le*cism /'scuta,sizain/ noun, pi -cisms [count] formal 

1 : a mistake in speech or writing ■ a verbal solecism 

2 : an impolite or improper way of behaving ■ a stylistic sole¬ 
cism 

SOled /'sould/ adj, of a shoe : having a particular type of sole 

— used in combination ■ leather -soled shoes ■ thick -soled 
hiking boots 

SOle*ly /'soulli/ adv 

1 : without anything or anyone else involved ■ His rank was 
based solely on merit. ■ You will be held solely responsible for 
any damage. ■ The decision is solely [= entirely] yours. 

2 : only or just ■ She did not write solely for money. 
SOl*emn /'scutain/ adj 

1 : very serious or formal in manner, behavior, or expres¬ 
sion ■ a solemn occasion/moment • He spoke in a solemn and 
thoughtful manner. ■ a solemn religious ceremony/proces¬ 
sion ■ He wore a very solemn expression on his face. • He re¬ 
cited the poem in a solemn voice. 

2 : sad and serious ■ A solemn crowd gathered around the 
grave. 

3 : done or made sincerely ■ a solemn declaration/oath ■ We 
made a solemn promise/vow to love each other forever. 

— sol-emn-ly adv ■ We listened solemnly as the president 
spoke. ■ Do you solemnly swear to tell the truth? 

SO*lem*ni*ty /sa'lemnati/ noun, pi -ties formal 
1 [noncount] : the quality of being formal or serious ■ the so- 
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lemnity of the occasion ■ Her voice conveyed the solemnity of 
the passage. ■ The visiting statesman was welcomed with ap¬ 
propriate solemnity. 

2 solemnities [plural] : formal ceremonies ■ Elaborate so¬ 
lemnities marked the 100th anniversary of the event. 
SOl*em«nize (US) also Brit sol>em*nise /'sailam.naiz/ verb 
-niz-es; -nized; -niz-ing [+ obj] formal : to mark or cele¬ 
brate (something) officially or formally especially with a reli¬ 
gious ceremony ■ The priest solemnized their marriage. 
SO*lic«it /sa'lisat/ verb -its; it*ed; -it-ing formal 

1 a : to ask for (something, such as money or help) from 
people, companies, etc. [+ obj] The center is soliciting dona¬ 
tions to help victims of the earthquake. ■ The company is so¬ 
liciting bids from various firms. ■ The organization is solicit¬ 
ing new memberships/subscriptions. ■ The newspaper’s 
editors want to solicit opinions/comments from readers, [no 
obj] The organization is soliciting for donations, b [+ obj ] 
: to ask (a person or group) for money, help, etc. ■ Special in¬ 
terest groups are soliciting Congress for funds. 

2 [+ obj] : to offer to have sex with (someone) in return for 
money ■ The prostitutes were arrested for soliciting custom¬ 
ers. 

— so-lic-i-ta-tion /s3,lis3'teij3n/ noun, pi -tions formal 
[count] E-mail solicitations for comments didn’t generate 
much response, [noncount] the solicitation of funds ■ So¬ 
licitation is not allowed in the store or its parking lot. 
— soliciting noun [noncount] ■ No soliciting is allowed on 
store property. ■ He was arrested for soliciting. 

so-lic-i-tor /sa'lisata'/ noun, pi -tors [count] 

1 US : a person whose job involves talking to many people 
and trying to persuade them to buy things, donate money, 
etc. ■ Solicitors will be arrested for trespassing. 

2 : a lawyer in Britain who assists people in legal matters and 
who can represent people in lower courts of law — compare 

BARRISTER 

3 US : a chief law officer of a city, town, or government de¬ 
partment 

solicitor general noun, pi solicitors general [count] : a 
law officer who assists an attorney general and is just below 
the attorney general in rank 

SO*liC*i*tOUS /sa'lisatas/ adj [more most ~] formal 
: showing concern or care for someone’s health, happiness, 
etc. ■ I appreciated his solicitous inquiry about my health. ■ 
He had always been solicitous for the welfare of his family. 

- so-lic-i-tous-ly adv 

SOdiC’i’tude /s3'lis3,tu:d, Brit S3'lis3,tju:d/ noun [noncount] 
formal : concern that someone feels about someone’s health, 
happiness, etc. 'He expressed solicitude for my health. 
1 SOMd /'sailad/ adj 

1 : firm or hard : not having the form of a gas or liquid ■ 
Concrete is a solid material. ■ particles of solid matter ■ When 
ice melts, it passes from a solid to a liquid form. ■ I was on a 
liquid diet when I was sick because I couldn’t digest solid 
food. ■ His muscles are very solid. [=hard] • 1 was glad to get 
off the plane and back on solid ground. ■ The pond was fro¬ 
zen solid. 

2 : having no space inside : not hollow ■ a solid rubber ball ■ 
a solid object 

3 a always used before a noun : made entirely from the spec¬ 
ified material • The ring is solid gold/silver. • solid oak/cher¬ 
ry/mahogany furniture ■ a chunk of solid marble/granite b 
: consisting only of the color specified or only of one color ■ 
I prefer solid colors like blue or green instead of plaids and 
stripes. — see color picture on page C12 

4 : having no breaks, spaces, or pauses ■ The road was divid¬ 
ed by a solid yellow line. ■ We talked for three solid hours. 
[=we talked for three hours without stopping] — often used 
figuratively ■ The rain fell in solid sheets. [=the rain fell very 
heavily] ■ The stores are always packed solid [=very crowd¬ 
ed] during the holidays. ■ The hotels in the city were booked 
solid for the conference. 

5 [more most ~] a : good and able to be trusted to do or 
provide what is needed ■ He plays solid defense. ■ The team’s 
defense is very solid. • She gave a solid performance. ■ She’s a 
good, solid player, b : having a strong basis : good and de¬ 
pendable ■ His friend gave him some good, solid advice. • The 
company has built/established a solid reputation. ■ She had 
solid reasons for her decision. ■ Students need a solid founda¬ 
tion in language skills. ■ The prosecution has no solid evi¬ 
dence. ■ He had a solid alibi. • Financially, the company is 
(as) solid as a rock. [=the company is in very good condi¬ 
tion] 


6 [more most ~] : strong and well-made ■ solid furniture ■ 
This chair is very solid. 

7 US : agreeing with or supporting something (such as a po¬ 
litical party) in a completely loyal and dependable way ■ She 
is a solid Democrat/Republican. 

8 geometry : having length, width, and height : three- 
dimensional ■ a solid geometric figure 

— soMd-ly adv • solidly constructed furniture ■ a solidly 
built athlete ■ She put her feet solidly [-securely] on the 
ground. ■ Her reputation was solidly established. ■ a solidly 
Republican area/suburb [=an area/suburb where most 
people vote for Republicans] ■ Environmentalists were sol-, 
idly [-completely] opposed to drilling in the area. ■ The 
quarterback played solidly during the second half. — sol- 
id-ness noun [noncount] 

2 SOlid noun, pi -ids 

1 [count] : a solid substance : a substance that is not a gas or 
a liquid 

2 [count] geometry : an object that has length, width, and 
height: a three-dimensional object — see picture at geome¬ 
try 

3 solids [plural] : foods that are not liquid ■ She couldn't eat 
solids after the surgery. 

SOl-i*dar-i*ty /^ails'derati/ noun [noncount] : a feeling of 
unity between people who have the same interests, goals, etc. 

■ national solidarity • The vote was a show of solidarity. 
SO-lid«i*fy /S3*lid3,fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing 

1 : to make (something) solid or hard or to become solid or 
hard [+ obj] Work is under way to solidify the concrete that 
supports the building. ■ solidified lava [no obj] Hot wax so¬ 
lidifies as it cools. 

2 : to make (a plan, project, etc.) stronger and more certain 
or to become stronger and more certain [+ obj] Recent find¬ 
ings helped to solidify our position. ■ The international com¬ 
munity is working to solidify its alliances, [no obj] Their 
plans have solidified. 

— so-lid-i-fi-ca-tion /sa^idafa'keijan/ noun [noncount] 
SO-lid-i-ty /sa'lidati/ noun [noncount] : the quality or state 

of being solid ■ the solidity of stone/granite/concrete ■ The 
solidity of his convictions impressed us. 

SOlil-O-quy /sa'lilakwi/ noun, pi -quies [count, noncount] 

: a long, usually serious speech that a character in a play 
makes to an audience and that reveals the character’s 
thoughts 

SO*lip«Sism /'soul3p,siz3m/ noun [noncount] technical : a 
theory in philosophy that your own existence is the only 
thing that is real or that can be known 

— so*lip-sis-tic Asoulap'sistik/ adj ■ a solipsistic view 
sol-i-taire / , sa:l3,tea‘//ioM/z, pi -taires 

1 [noncount] chiefly US : a card game that is played by one 
person — called also (Brit)patience 

2 [count] : a single jewel that is set alone in a piece of jewelry 

■ a diamond solitaire bracelet 

1 SOM-tary /'sails,teri, Brit 'sDlstri/ adj 

1 a : without anyone or anything else : not involving or in¬ 
cluding anyone or anything else ■ a solitary traveler ■ We saw 
one solitary [=single] figure coming over the horizon. — 
sometimes used in negative statements to emphasize a com¬ 
plete lack of something ■ I could not hear a solitary [=, single] 
word of what he said, b : done by a person who is alone ■ 
He took a solitary walk/stroll on the beach. ■ a solitary job 

2 : separate from other people or things ■ A solitary house 
stood on top of the cliff. 

3 [more most ~] : tending to live or spend time alone ■ 
Most cats are solitary creatures. ■ He’s a very solitary man. 

— sol-i-tar-i*ly Asaila'terali, Brit 'solstrsli/ adv — sol-i-tar- 
i-ness /'sa:l3,terin3s, Brit 'solatrinas/ noun [noncount] 

2 SOlitary noun [noncount] : solitary confinement ■ The 
prisoner was kept in solitary. 

Solitary confinement noun [noncount] : the state of be¬ 
ing kept alone in a prison cell away from other prisoners ■ He 
spent three months in solitary confinement. 

SOl*i*tude /'sails,tu:d, Brit 'sDl3,tju:d/ noun [noncount] : a 
state or situation in which you are alone usually because you 
want to be ■ She wished to work on her novel in solitude. ■ He 
enjoyed the peace and solitude of the woods. 

1 SO«IO /'soulou/ noun, pi -los [count] 

1 : a piece of music that is performed by one singer or musi¬ 
cian * a piano/guitar solo ■ an operatic solo 

2 : something that is done without another person ■ She is 
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learning to fly and she flew her first solo yesterday. 

2 SOlO adj, always used before a noun 

1 a : done without another person ■ a student pilot’s first 
solo flight b : involving or done by a single performer in¬ 
stead of a group ■ a solo performance • She left the band last 
year and started a solo career. ■ He just issued his first solo al¬ 
bum. ■ a solo artist/performer (=a singer or musician who is 
not part of a group] 

2 baseball : hit with no runners on base ■ a solo home run 
[=a home run that scores one run] 

— solo adv ■ She is traveling solo. (=by herself] ■ The singer 
went solo after being with the band for 10 years. 

3 SOlO verb -los; -loed; -lo-ing [no obj] 

1 : to perform a piece of music without another singer or 
musician ■ The guitarist solos on practically every song. 

2 : to fly an airplane without an instructor ■ She soloed for 
the first time yesterday. 

SO-lo-ist /'soulowist/ noun, pi -ists [count] : a person who 
performs a musical solo ■ a piano soloist 
SOl-Stice /'sadstas/ noun, pi -stic-es [count] : one of the 
two times during the year when the sun is farthest north or 
south of the equator The summer solstice occurs around 
June 22 and the winter solstice occurs around December 22. 

— compare equinox 

SOl-U-ble /'sa.ljabal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : capable of being dissolved in a liquid ■ Sugar is soluble in 
water. ■ soluble fiber — sometimes used in combination ■ 
water-soluble vitamins/compounds — opposite insoluble 

2 formal : capable of being solved or explained ■ a soluble 
[=(more commonly) solvable] problem 

— sol-u-bil-i-ty /,sa:lj3'bil3ti/ noun [noncount] 

SQ-lll-tion /ss'lu./an/ noun, pi -tions 

1 a [count] : something that is used or done to deal with and 
end a problem : something that solves a problem ■ Medica¬ 
tion may not be the best solution for the patient’s condition. ■ 
The solution is simple/obvious: you need to spend less mon¬ 
ey. — often + to ■ There is no simple solution to the country’s 
drug problem. ■ She suggested a number of creative solutions 
to the housing crisis, b [noncount]: the act of solving some¬ 
thing ■ a problem that has so far resisted solution [=a prob¬ 
lem that no one has been able to solve] 

2 [count] a : a correct answer to a problem, puzzle, etc. — 
often + to * The solutions to the math problems are in the 
back of the book. ■ I can’t figure out the solution to this puz¬ 
zle. b : an explanation for something that is difficult to un¬ 
derstand (such as a mystery) — often + to ■ The police 
haven’t yet found a solution to this crime/mystery. 

3 a : a liquid in which something has been dissolved [count] 
She made a solution of baking soda and water. ■ a 40 percent 
saline solution [noncount] He rinsed the contact lens with 
saline solution, b [noncount] : the act or process of dissolv¬ 
ing a solid, liquid, or gas in a liquid * the solution of sucrose 
in water 

solve /'sa:lv/ verb solves; solved; solv-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to find a way to deal with and end (a problem) ■ They are 
working to solve the traffic problem. ■ If they’ll lend us the 
money we need, all our problems will be solved. 

2 a : to find the correct answer to (something, such as a rid¬ 
dle) ■ She solved the riddle/puzzle. ■ He couldn’t solve the 
math problem, b : to find the correct explanation for 
(something, such as a mystery) ■ The mystery/crime has 
been solved. ■ The FBI has been trying to solve the case for 
years. 

— solvable /'sailvabal/ adj ■ an easily solvable mystery 
— solv-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ She’s a good problem 
solver. 

SOl-ven-cy /‘sailvansi/ noun [noncount] : the state of being 
able to pay debts ■ They reviewed financial records to mea¬ 
sure the borrower’s solvency. 

1 SOl-vent /'sa.lvant/ adj [more most ~] : able to pay debts 

■ He couldn’t stay/remain solvent after losing his business. 
2 SOlvent noun, pi -vents [count, noncount] technical : a liq¬ 
uid substance that is used to dissolve another substance ■ tur¬ 
pentine and other solvents 

SOm-ber (US) or Brit som-bre /'sa:mb a/ adj [more most 

—] formal 

1 : very sad and serious ■ Her death put us in a somber 
mood. ■ The movie is a somber portrait of life on the streets. 

2 : having a dull or dark color ■ He wore a somber suit. 

— sonvber-ly adv • He shook his head somberly at the sad 
news. — som-ber-ness noun [noncount] 

SOfTI-bre-fO /sam'brerou/ noun . pi -ros [count] : a type of 


hat with a very wide brim that is often worn in Mexico and 
the southwestern U.S. — see picture at hat 
1 SOme /'sAm, sam/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 — used to refer to a person or thing that is not known, 
named, or specified ■ Some guy called while you were out. ■ 
She works for some company (or other/another) out west. ■ 
For some reason, the lights went out. ■ I tried to offer him 
some type/sort/kind of payment for the favor. ■ Could you 
call back some other time7 I’m busy right now. ■ Some birds 
cannot fly. • I like some kinds of nuts but not all of them. ■ 
Some people believe it and others don’t. 

2 a : of an unspecified amount or number ■ Can I have some 
water? ■ I bought some apples. ■ She had some interest in the 
job. ■ I have some money left, but not much. ■ I hope I’ve 
been of some help, b : of a fairly large amount or number ■ 
Their decision was met with some surprise. I=people were 
fairly surprised by their decision] ■ It will be some time [=a 
considerable amount of time] before she comes back. ■ We 
met some years ago. ■ He spoke at some length about his 
problems. 

3 informal a — used to express approval ■ That was some 
game! [=that was a very good/enjoyable game] b — used to 
express disapproval, disappointment, etc. • You have some 
nerve [=a lot of nerve] to say that! • You don’t know how to 
get there? Some navigator you are! [=you’re not a good nav¬ 
igator] ■ Some friend he is—he left me stranded at the train 
depot. 

2 SOme /'sAm/ pronoun : an unspecified amount or number of 
people or things ■ Some of the apples are bruised. ■ Some of 
the people at the party had too much to drink. ■ This bakeiy 
makes some of the best bread in town. ■ Most birds can fly 
but some cannot. ■ Some [=some people] say that patience is 
a virtue. ■ I’m making coffee; do you want some ? 
and then some informal : and more in addition to that ■ I 
ran a mile and then some. ■ He got what he deserved and 
then some. l=he got more than he deserved] 

3 SOme /'sAm, ,SAm/ adv 

1 — used to indicate that a number is approximate ■ Some 
80 people [=about 80 people] showed up for the lecture. — 
sometimes used in combination ■ The drug is illegal in 20- 
some states. 

2 : to an unspecified amount or degree ■ Would you like 
some more potatoes? ■ I need to work on it some more. — 
often used informally in U.S. English without more ■ He 
needs to grow up some before he can live on his own. • The 
cut bled some, [-a little] • He helped me some. 

’■some /sam/ adj suffix 

1 : having a specified quality ■ burdensome 

2 : causing a specified feeling or condition ■ fearsome • awe- 
some • quarrel some 

2 -SOme noun suffix : a group of (so many) people or things ■ 
foursome [=a group of four people] 

1 SOme-bodV /'sAm,bAdi/ pronoun : a person who is not 
known, named, or specified : someone ■ Somebody left you 
a message. ■ The singer waved to somebody in the crowd. ■ 
We need somebody who can work nights and weekends. ■ Is 
that somebody you know? ■ Somebody has to do it. ■ After I 
turned down the job, she offered it to somebody else. 
2 SOmebody noun, pi -bod-ies [count] : an important per¬ 
son — usually singular ■ The teacher convinced her that she 
could grow up to be somebody. 

SOme-day / l SAm,dei/ adv : at some time in the future ■ 
Someday we’ll buy a house. ■ She hopes to publish her novel 
someday. ■ Let’s have lunch someday next week. 

SOme-hOW /'sAm,hau/ adv : in a way that is not known or 
certain ■ Somehow (or other/another) we got lost. ■ She 
somehow managed to find her earring in the sand. ■ It will all 
work out somehow. 

some-one /'sAmiWAn/ pronoun : some person : somebody 
•Someone left you a message. ■ Is that someone you know? ■ 
We need someone who can work nights and weekends. ■ 
Someone took the last piece of cake. ■ I’ll do it because some¬ 
one has to. ■ She offered the job to someone else. — 
compare anyone 

some-place /'sAm.pleis/ adv. US : somewhere ■ Should 
we eat here or go someplace else? ■ I put my keys someplace 
but I can’t remember where. — compare anyplace 
1 SOm-er-sault /'sAm^,sa:lt/ noun, pi -saults [count] : a for¬ 
ward or backward movement of your body on the ground or 
in the air that is made by bringing your feet over your head ■ 
The gymnast tumed/performed/did a somersault. ■ a for¬ 
ward/backward somersault — sometimes used figuratively ■ 
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His heart did a somersault when he heard the news. 
2 somersault verb -saults; -sault-ed; -sault*ing [no obj] 
: to make a complete turn forward or backward on the 
ground or in the air : to do a somersault ■ The diver somer¬ 
saulted in midair. ■ He flew off his bike and somersaulted 
over the bushes. 

1 Something Psamfiurfpronoun 

1 : a thing that is not known, named, or specified ■ Some¬ 
thing came in the mail for you. ■ I thought I heard something 
outside. ■ He said something that really bothered me. ■ I start¬ 
ed to say something but she interrupted me. ■ I have some¬ 
thing to tell you. ■ There’s something wrong with my car. ■ 
Something is going on at the school, but I don’t know what. • 
“The job doesn’t pay very well and the hours are long.” “I 
think you should look for something better.” • I don’t know 
what she studies, but it has something to do with computers. 
[=it relates to computers] ■ Would you like something [-any¬ 
thing] to drink? ■ Is there something [= anything] wrong? ■ Is 
there something [-anything ] good on TV tonight? ■ I just got 
my tax refund. It’s not much, but it’s something. [=it’s better 
than nothing] ■ “They won’t give us an extra week to finish, 
but they’ll give us a couple of days.” “Well, that’s something 
anyway.” ■ Do you want pizza for dinner or something else0 
[=or a different thing for dinner] ■ I got you a little something 
[=a small thing] for your birthday. 

2 : a person or thing that is important or worth noticing ■ 
She thinks she’s really something ever since her promotion. ■ 
That waterfall is really something , isn’t it? • He decided to go 
back to college and make something of himself. [=become 
successful] 

3 : an amount that is more than a specified number — used 
in combination ■ His friends are all twentysomething singles. 
[=his friends are single people between the ages of 20 and 29] 

■ The bill came to fifty-something dollars. 

4 — used t q make a statement or description less forceful or 
definite ■ He is something of an expert [=he is an expert to 
some degree] with car repair. ■ We have something of a prob¬ 
lem here. ■ The movie was something of [=somewhat of\ a dis¬ 
appointment. (=was somewhat disappointing] 

or something informal — used to suggest another name, 
choice, etc., that is not specified ■ Are you crazy or some¬ 
thing ? ■ You can probably clean that stain with club soda or 
something. [=or something like that] ■ The man wearing the 
badge must be a guard or something. ■ Can I get you a glass 
of wine or something ? 

something else informal : a person or thing that is special 
or impressive ■ That magician really is something else. ■ The 
Grand Canyon is something else , isn’t it? 
start something see 1 start 

Something adv 

1 : in a very small amount or degree : somewhat or slightly ■ 
The total repairs cost something over $300. • He does look 
something like his father. (=he resembles his father some¬ 
what] ■ The movie was something like what I expected. 

2 informal — used before an adjective that is being used like 
an adverb to add emphasis ■ He was snoring something aw¬ 
ful/terrible [=was snoring very loudly] last night. 
something fierce see fierce 

1 some-time /'sAnVaim/ adv 

1 : at an unspecified time in the future ■ We should get to¬ 
gether sometime. ■ It’s likely to happen sometime soon. ■ She 
will return from her trip sometime in December. 

2 : at an unspecified or unknown time in the past ■ A burglar 
broke in sometime during the night. ■ The book was written 
sometime around the turn of the century. 

2 SOmetime adj, always used before a noun 

1 formal — used to say what someone or something was in 
the past ■ the sometime [-former] prime minister 

2 US — used to say what someone sometimes does or is ■ He 
is a talented pianist and sometime teacher of music. [=he 
sometimes teaches music] 

sometimes /'sAm,taimz/ adv : at certain times : occa¬ 
sionally ■ His jokes are funny, but sometimes he goes too 
far. ■ Sometimes I take the bus to work. ■ We all make mis¬ 
takes sometimes. ■ She works nine hours a day, sometimes 
more than that. ■ The word is sometimes used figuratively, 
some-way /'sAm,wei/ adv : somehow ■ We’ll do it some¬ 
way. 

1 SOme-what /'sAm,WAt/ adv : in a small amount or degree 
: to some degree ■ He felt somewhat awkward in his suit. ■ 
The instructions were somewhat [=slightfy, a little ] confusing. 

■ Our work has progressed somewhat. ■ The course is some¬ 


what more difficult than I was told it would be. 
2 SOmewhat pronoun — used to make a statement or de¬ 
scription less forceful or definite ■ We have somewhat of a 
problem. [=we have a slight/minor problem] ■ To say he has 
improved is somewhat of [something of] an understatement. 
1 some-where /'sAm.we^/ adv 

1 : in, at, or to a place not known, named, or specified ■ The 
boy ran off somewhere. ■ She lives somewhere in the city. ■ 
I’ve seen you somewhere before. ■ His house must be around 
here somewhere. • Do you want to go somewhere eisefl 

2 : close to a specified number, time, or amount — usually + 
around or between ■ We met up somewhere around nine 
o’clock. ■ There must be somewhere around 100 people here. 

■ The event attracted somewhere between 300 and 500 people. 

■ The car costs somewhere around $25,000 to $30,000. 

get somewhere informal : to make progress ■ After hours 
of questioning, the police began to get somewhere with the 
suspect. ■ The work has been very slow, but I feel like 
we’re finally getting somewhere. 

2 SOmewhere noun [ noncount \ : a place not known, named, 
or specified ■ We looked for somewhere to park the car. ■ I 
know somewhere nice where we can eat. 

SOm-me-lier AsAinal'jei/ noun, pi -llers /.SAinal'jeiz/ 
[count] : a waiter in a restaurant who is in charge of serving 
wine 

SOm-no-lent /'scumnalant/ adj [more most ~] formal 

1 : tired and ready to fall alseep : sleepy ■ somnolent travel¬ 
ers — sometimes used figuratively ■ a somnolent little village 

2 : causing a person to fall asleep : very boring ■ a somnolent 
lecture 

— som-no-lence /’saimnalans/ noun [noncount] 

SOI! /'sAn/ noun, pi sons 

TTcount] : a male child ■ She gave birth to a son. ■ They have 
two sons and a daughter. • He is the son of a lawyer and a 
doctor. ■ an adopted son — sometimes used figuratively ■ our 
town’s own native son [=a boy/man who is from our town] 

— sometimes used by an older person to address a younger 
man or a boy ■ Slow down, son, I can’t understand what 
you’re saying. — see also favorite son, godson, grand¬ 
son, stepson 

2 the Son : the second person of the Trinity in the Christian 
religion : Jesus Christ ■ the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit 

like father, like son see ‘father 
prodigal son see prodigal 

SO-nar /'sou,naa/ noun [noncount] : a device used for find¬ 
ing things that are underwater by using sound waves ■ They 
detected the submarine by using sonar. • a sonar signal 
SO*na*ta /sa'nccta/ noun, pi -tas [count] music : a piece of 
music written for one or two instruments that has usually 
three or four large sections that are different from each oth¬ 
er in rhythm and mood ■ a piano/cello sonata 
song /'sairj/ noun, pi songs 

1 [count] : a short piece of music with words that are sung ■ 
He sang a love song. ■ The song was playing on the radio. 

— see also folk song, siren song, swan song, theme 

SONG, TORCH SONG 

2 [noncount] : the act of singing ■ She suddenly burst/broke 
into song. [=began singing] ■ The event was celebrated in song 
by a folk group. 

3 [count, noncount] : a series of musical sounds that are pro¬ 
duced by a bird or an animal (such as a whale) ■ I could hear 
the song of a sparrow. 

for a song chiefly US, informal : for a very small amount of 
money ■ This old car can be bought/had for a song. 
song and dance noun [singular] 

1 : a performance that combines singing and dancing 

2 US, informal + disapproving : a long story, explanation, or 
excuse that may not be true or directly related to what is be¬ 
ing discussed — often + about ■ When I asked him why the 
work wasn’t finished, he gave me a long song and dance 
about some problem he’s been having with his computer. 
make a song and dance about (something) Brit, informal 

1 : to cause a lot of excitement about (something) ■ The 
film is nothing to make a song and dance about. 2 : to 
complain about (something) in a way that is excessive or 
unnecessary ■ He was making a big song and dance about 
the new regulations. 

song-bird Accihbad/ noun, pi -birds [count] 

1 : a bird that produces a series of musical sounds : a bird 
that sings especially in an appealing way 
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2 chiefly US, somewhat old-fashioned : a female singer ■ a tal¬ 
ented songbird 

song-book /'sa:r),buk/ noun, pi "books [count] : a book 
that contains the music and words to songs 
SOng-fest /'saiij'fest/ noun, pi -tests [count] US : an infor¬ 
mal gathering where people sing songs together 
SOng-Ster /'saiijsta 1 / noun, pi -sters [count] : a person who 
sings usually very well ■ a Broadway songster 
song-stress /'saiqstras/ noun, pi -stress-es [count] : a 
woman who sings usually very well ■ a jazz songstress 
SOng-writ-er /'saijjjraita'/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person 
who writes the words or music to songs • an award-winning 
singer and songwriter — see also sinoer-sonowriter 
SOng-writ-ing /'sair^raiUn/ noun [noncount] : the act or 
process of writing the words or music to songs — often used 
before another noun ■ a famous songwriting duo 
SOn-ic /'sa:mk/ ad/, always used before a noun : of or relat¬ 
ing to sound, sound waves, or the speed of sound ■ sonic 
waves ■ The concert was a sonic extravaganza. [=a very excit¬ 
ing and entertaining musical event] 

SOniC boom noun, pi ~ booms [count] : a very loud and 
explosive noise that is produced by an aircraft when it trav¬ 
els faster than the speed of sound 
Son—in—law /'sAnan,la:/ noun, pi sons—in—law /'sAnzan- 
,1a:/ [count]: the husband of your daughter 
SOn-net /'sainat/ noun, pi -nets [count] : a poem made up 
of 14 lines that rhyme in a fixed pattern 
SOn-ny /'sAni/ noun, old-fashioned — used by an older per¬ 
son to address a younger man or a boy ■ Watch your mouth, 
sonny. 

Son Of a bitch noun, pi sons Of bitches chiefly US, in¬ 
formal + impolite 

1 [count] : a person (especially a man) who you strongly dis¬ 
like or hate ■ That son of a bitch insulted my family. ■ He’s a 
mean son of a bitch. 

2 — used to express surprise, disappointment, anger, etc. ■ 
Son of a bitch ! You won! ■ We’ve run out of gas? Son of a 
bitch). 

3 [singular] : something that is very difficult or unpleasant ■ 
The test turned out to be a real son of a bitch. 

son of a gun noun, pi sons of guns us, informal 

1 [count] : a person (especially a man) or thing that you are 
annoyed with ■ That son of a gun never called me back. • I 
had to bring the car*to the shop. The son of a gun broke 
down again. 

2 old-fashioned — used by a man to address a male friend ■ 
How are you, you old son of a gun ? 

3 — used to express mild surprise, disappointment, etc. ■ 
Son of a gun , I lost a button. ■ Well, son of a gun , you made it! 

sono-gram /'sa:n3,graem/ noun, pi -grams [count] US, 
technical : a picture that is taken of the inside of something 
(such as a person’s body) by using a special machine : ul¬ 
trasound ■ The sonogram showed that the fetus was devel¬ 
oping normally. 

SO-no-rOUS /'samaras/ ad) [more most ~] formal : hav¬ 
ing a sound that is deep, loud, and pleasant - He has a deep, 
sonorous voice. 

— so-nor-i-ty /sa'norati/ noun, pi -ties [count, noncount] ■ 
the sonority of the singer’s voice — so-no-rous-ly adv ■ 
He sang sonorously. 

SOOn /'su:n/ adv soon-er; -est 

1 a : at a time that is not long from now ■ We will soon be 
making changes. ■ I’ll see you soon. ■ The soonest I can get 
there is tomorrow. ■ When is the soonest possible date of de¬ 
livery? ■ We’ll find out the answer soon enough. [=we’ll find 
out the answer soon] ■ We need to fix this problem sooner 
rather than later. [=we need to fix this problem soon] b : in 
a short time after something happens ■ The audience soon re¬ 
alized that it wasn’t a stunt. ■ She found a job soon after 
graduation. ■ Please give me a call as soon as you get there. 
[=give me a call immediately when you get there] ■ I had no 
sooner walked through the door when the phone rang. = No 
sooner did I walk through the door than the phone rang. 
[=the phone rang immediately after I walked through the 
door] • I told them we needed more copies. No sooner said 
than done. [=they immediately gave us more copies] 

2 : in a quick way : quickly • How soon can you finish the 
job? ■ The sooner you finish your homework, the sooner you 
can go outside and play. ■ I will let you know as soon as pos¬ 
sible. ■ I’ll get there as soon as I can. ■ The sooner [=more 
quickly] we get the pipe fixed, the better. = We need to get 
the pipe fixed, the sooner the better. 


sooner or later : at an unspecified time in the future 
: eventually • Sooner or later , we’ll have to tell her the 
truth. • The bus should be here sooner or later, 
too soon : before the time that is proper, preferred, or spec¬ 
ified • I spoke too soon. ■ It’s too soon to tell what will hap¬ 
pen. • The show was over all too soon. ■ The plumber ar¬ 
rived, and not a moment too soon. [=the plumber arrived 
just in time; if the plumber had arrived later, it would have 
been too late] 

would sooner or would just as soon — used to indicate 
what you want or prefer to do, have, etc. ■ He would sooner 
[=would rather] lose everything than admit that he was 
wrong. ■ We asked him to come with us, but he said he'd 
just as soon stay home. 

SOOt /'sot/ noun [noncount] : a black powder that is formed 
when something (such as wood or coal) is burned 

— sooty /'suiti/ ad) soot-l-er; -est ■ the worker’s sooty 
hands 

soothe /'su:5/ verb soothes; soothed; sooth-lng [+ obj] 

1 : to cause (someone) to be calmer, less angry, etc. ■ She 
played music to soothe [=comfort] the baby. • The waiter 
tried to soothe the angry customer. 

2 a : to cause (a part of the body) to feel better ■ This cream 
soothes aching muscles. ■ Her nerves were soothed by a warm 
bath, b : to cause (pain) to go away or become less severe ■ 
Nothing can soothe their pain. — sometimes + away ■ The 
massage soothed away my back pain. 

SOOthlng adj [more most —]: producing feelings of com¬ 
fort or relief ■ a soothing bath/cream/massage ■ soothing 
words ■ The music had a soothing effect on the baby. 

— SOOth-Ing-ly adv ■ She sang soothingly to the baby. 
SOOth-say-er /'su^seja*/ noun, pi -ers [count] old- 

fashioned : someone who makes predictions about what is 
going to happen in the future 

1 SOp /'sa:p/ noun , pi sops [count] disapproving : something 
that is done or given to someone in order to prevent trouble, 
gain support, etc. — usually singular ■ Critics say that the 
proposed tax cut is just a sop to wealthy taxpayers. — see 
also milksop 

2 sop verb sops; sopped; sop-ping 

sop up [phrasal verb] sop up (a liquid) or sop (a liquid) up 
: to remove (a liquid) from a surface by using soft paper, 
bread, etc. ■ He sopped up the gravy with pieces of bread. ■ 
I’he water was sopped up [-mopped up] with a mop. 

SOph. abbr sophomore 

SO-phiS-ti-Cate /sa'fistikat/ noun, pi -cates [count] formal 
: a person who has a lot of knowledge about the world and 
about culture, art, literature, etc. : a sophisticated person ■ 
urban sophisticates 

so-phis-tl-cat-ed /s3'fist3,keit3d/ adj [more —; most —] 

1 a : having or showing a lot of experience and knowledge 
about the world and about culture, art, literature, etc. ■ She 
was a sophisticated and well-traveled woman. ■ She has so¬ 
phisticated tastes, b : attractive to fashionable or sophisti¬ 
cated people ■ a swank and sophisticated restaurant 

2 : highly developed and complex ■ a sophisticated computer 
network ■ sophisticated technologies ■ Her knitting technique 
is more sophisticated than mine. 

— so-phis-ti-cat-ed-ly adv - so-phls-ti-ca-tlon /s3,fts- 
ta'kei/an/ noun [noncount] ■ She is admired for her sophis¬ 
tication and sense of style. • the growing sophistication of 
new technologies 

SOph-iSt-ry /'saifastri/ noun, pi -ries formal 

1 [noncount] : the use of reasoning or arguments that sound 
correct but are actually false 

2 [count] : a reason or argument that sounds correct but is 
actually false 

SOph-O-more / l sa:f a m09/ noun, pi -mores [count] US : a 
student in the second year of high school or college ■ She’s a 
sophomore in high school. — often used before another 
noun ■ Their son is in his sophomore year in college. ■ The 
team’s quarterback improved during his sophomore season. 

— compare freshman, junior, senior 
SOph-O-mor-iC /,sa:fimonk/ adj [more —; most ~] US, dis¬ 
approving : having or showing a lack of emotional maturity 
: foolish and immature • a sophomoric joke ■ His behavior at 
the party was sophomoric. 

SOp-O-rif-iC /,sa:p3*nfik/ adj [more most ~] formal 
: causing a person to become tired and ready to fall asleep ■ 
the soporific heat of summer ■ a soporific drug 

— soporific noun, pi -Ics [count] ■ a substance used as a 
soporific 
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SOp*ping /'saipirj/ adj, informal : completely or thoroughly 
wet ■ His clothes were sopping from the rain. • a sopping wet 
sponge 

SOp-py /'sa:pi/ adj sop-pi-er; -est [ also more most ~] 

1 US : soaked through with water : very wet ■ soppy towels 

2 Brit, informal a : sad or romantic in a foolish or exagger¬ 
ated way ■ The radio played nothing but soppy [-(US) sappy] 
love songs, b : foolish or silly ■ She gets all soppy [=(£/£) 
sappy] when she’s around babies. 

1 sopra-no /sa'prcenou, sa'prarnou/ adj, always used before a 
noun 

1 : relating to the highest female singing voice or the highest 
voice part in a singing group ■ the soprano tones 

2 : having a high sound range ■ a soprano saxophone 
2 SOpranO noun, pi -nos [count] 

1 : the highest voice part in a singing group 

2 : the highest female singing voice or a person with this 
voice • She sings in a high soprano. ■ an opera soprano 

— compare alto, bass, tenor 

SOr-bet /soer'bei/ noun, pi -bets [count] : a frozen sweet des¬ 
sert that is made usually from fruit or fruit juices ■ a raspber¬ 
ry sorbet — called also (Brit) water ice 
sor-cer-er /'soasara'/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who 
practices sorcery : a wizard or warlock 
sor-cer-ess /‘soa'saras/ noun, pi -ess*es [count] : a wom¬ 
an who practices sorcery : witch 
SOf-eery /‘soasari/ noun [noncount] : the use of magical 
powers that are obtained through evil spirits : witchcraft 
SOr-did /‘soadad/ adj [more most ] formal 

1 : very bad or dishonest ■ He shared the sordid details of his 
past. ■ sordid business deals ■ a sordid scandal/affair 

2 : very dirty : filthy ■ sordid living conditions 
1 SOre /‘soa 1 / adj sor-er; -est [also more most —] 

1 : feeling or affected by pain : painful ■ sore muscles ■ Her 
back felt sore. ■ After I fell I was sore [-achy] all over. ■ a dog 
limping on a sore leg ■ The patient has a sore throat. 

2 always used before a noun : causing emotional pain or dis¬ 
tress ■ That’s a sore subject to bring up. ■ The discussion 
touched on a sore spot. 

3 chiefly US, informal : angry or upset ■ My neighbor is sore 
at me. » Are you still sore about what happened last night? ■ 
He’s a sore loser. [=he becomes very upset or angry when he 
loses] 

a sight for sore eyes see 1 sight 
(like) a bear with a sore head see ‘bear 
stick/stand out like a sore thumb informal : to be very no¬ 
ticeable in usually a bad way ■ I wasn’t wearing the right 
clothes for the party, and I stuck out like a sore thumb. 

— sore-ness noun [noncount] ■ muscle soreness ■ There will 
be some soreness after you get the injection. 

2 SOre noun, pi sores [count] : a sore or painful spot on the 
body ■ He has a sore on his lip. — see also bedsore, can¬ 
ker SORE, COLD SORE, EYESORE 
SOre-head /‘soa-.hed/ noun, pi -heads [count] US, informal 
+ disapproving : a person who easily becomes angry or upset 
■ Just because you lost, don’t be a. sorehead). 

— sore-head-ed /‘soa’hedad/ adj ■ a soreheaded loser 
sore-ly /‘soali/ adv : very much : badly ■ You will be sorely 

missed. ■ She provided some sorely needed help. ■ The house 
is sorely in need of paint. ■ He is sorely lacking in social skills. 
SOr-ghum /‘soa-gam/ noun [noncount] : a kind of tropical 
grass that is grown for food; also : the grain that grows on 
this grass 

SO-ror-i-ty /sa'rorati/ noun, pi -ties [count] : an organiza¬ 
tion of female students at a U.S. college • She wanted to 
pledge/join a sorority. — compare fraternity 
1 SOr-rel /'soral/ noun, pi -rels [count] : a reddish-brown 
horse ■ a sorrel mare — compare 2 sorrel 
2 SOrrel noun [noncount] : a plant that has sour juice and that 
is used in cooking — compare ‘sorrel 
1 sor-row /'sarou/ noun, pi -rows 

1 [noncount] : a feeling of sadness or grief caused especially 
by the loss of someone or something ■ I felt sorrow at/over 
the death of my friend. ■ an expression of sorrow ■ (chiefly 
Brit) He spoke more in sorrow than in anger. [=because of 
sadness or disappointment rather than anger] 

2 [count] : a cause of grief or sadness ■ a life filled with joys 
and sorrows ■ She had a secret sorrow. • He went to the bar to 
drown his sorrows. [=to forget about the things that were 
making him sad by getting drunk] 

2 SOrrOW verb -rows: -rowed: -row-ing [no obj]formal + lit¬ 


erary : to feel or express sorrow ■ a sorrowing mother, griev¬ 
ing over the death of her son 

SOr-rOW-flll /'sarafal/ adj [more most —] formal + literary 

: feeling or showing sadness : full of sorrow ■ a sorrowful 
young man ■ a sorrowful goodbye ■ sorrowful eyes ■ Her ex¬ 
pression was sorrowful. 

- sor-row-ful-ly adv 

SOr-ry /'sari/ adj sor-ri-er; -est [more most ~] 

1 : feeling sorrow or regret ■ I’m sorry if I offended you. ■ She 
was sorry to hear about their divorce. ■ I’m sorry for your 
loss. ■ I’m sorry for saying that. ■ I’m sorry that I wasted your 
time. • He felt sorry for her. [=he felt sympathy for her be¬ 
cause she was in a bad situation] ■ Stop feeling sorry for your¬ 
self. [=feeling pity for yourself] ■ It’s probably not necessary 
to check the figures again, but (it’s) better (to be) safe than 
sorry . [=it is better to be careful now so that problems do not 
occur later on] 

2 a — used to express polite regret ■ Sorry, but I disagree. ■ 
Sotry [=ex cuse me], I didn’t mean to interrupt you. b — 
used to introduce disappointing or bad news in a polite way ■ 
I’m sotry, but I couldn’t find any information for you. ■ Sor¬ 
ry, but it’s too late to change our plans. C — used as an 
apology for a minor fault or offense (such as bumping into 
someone) ■ Sorry. I didn't see you standing there. • I forgot to 
pick up the dry cleaning. Sorry about that. [=I’m sorry; I 
apologize] d — used as a polite way of asking someone to 
repeat something spoken ■ Sotry ? [-Pardon?] I couldn’t hear 
what you said, e — used to introduce a correction to what 
you have said or written ■ (humorous) Any football nut— 
sotry, fan—will know what I mean. 

3 always used before a noun a : very bad or poor ■ What a 
sotry state of affairs we’re in now. • That’s the sorriest excuse 
I’ve heard, b : causing feelings of disappointment or pity • 
The sorry [=sad] truth is that he was right all along. ■ I 
dragged my sorry [-pitiful] self out of bed. 

1 s 9^ /'soat/ noun, pi sorts 

1 [count ]: a group of people or things that have some shared 
quality : a particular kind or type of person or thing ■ ani¬ 
mals of various sorts ■ What sort of car do you drive? • Is this 
some sort of a joke? [=is this a joke?] 

2 [singular] : a person of a particular type ■ He’s not a bad 
sort. • She’s not the sort to complain. 

3 [count] technical : the act of separating things and putting 
them in a particular order : the act of sorting things ■ The 
program did a numeric sort of the data. 

all sorts of: a large number or variety of (things or people) 
: many ■ The movie appeals to all sorts of people. ■ They’ve 
been having all sorts of problems. [=they’ve been having a 
lot of problems] 

of sorts or of a sort : in some ways but not entirely or ex¬ 
actly ■ It was a vacation of sort y. [=it was like a vacation in 
some ways, although it wasn’t really a vacation] ■ He’s a 
poet of sorts. [=he writes some poetry but he is not really a 
poet] 

of the sort : like the person or thing mentioned ■ “You said 
you didn't like him.’’ “I said nothing of the sort." [=1 didn't 
say that at all] ■ I would like to go to a movie or a concert, 
or something of the sort. [=something like that] 
out of sorts 1 : somewhat angry or unhappy ■ My boss is 
(feeling) out of sorts today. 2 : somewhat ill ■ I don’t know 
what’s wrong with me, but I’m feeling a little out of sorts, 
sort of informal : to some small degree : slightly or some¬ 
what ■ I feel sort of foolish. ■ I think he sort of likes me. ■ 
You look sort of like my cousin. ■ “Did you enjoy the mov¬ 
ie?” “ Sort of." ■ The walls were (painted) sort of blue. = The 
walls were (painted in) sort of a blue color. 

2 sort verb sorts; sort-ed; sort-ing [+ obj) 

1 : to separate and put (people or things) in a particular or¬ 
der ■ She started to sort the mail. ■ They sorted the winners 
from the losers. ■ The program can sort data alphabetically 
or numerically. — often + out ■ He sorted out the socks by 
color. ■ I finally sorted out the mess in the attic. 

2 Brit, informal : to deal with (something or someone) in a 
successful way ■ We need to get this problem sorted. [= sorted 
out] 

sort out [phrasal verb] 1 sort (something) out or sort out 
(something) a : to understand or find (something, such as 
a reason or a solution) by thinking ■ I’m trying to sort out 
[-find out, figure out ] a way to do it. b : to find an answer 
or solution for (something) ■ He’s still trying to sort out his 
problems. ■ We need to get these problems sorted out as 
soon as possible. C If something sorts itself out, it stops 
being a problem without anyone having to do anything. ■ 
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They decided to wait until things sorted themselves out. 2 
sort (someone) out or sort out (someone) a : to solve the 
problems of (someone) ■ They're still trying to sort their 
son out. [^trying to sort out their son's problems] ■ I just 
need a little more time to sort myself out. b Brit, informal 
: to deal with (someone who is causing problems) in a 
forceful way ■ I told my brother they were bullying me, 
and he promised to sort them out (for me). — see also 
2 sort 1 (above) 

sort through \phrasal verb\ sort through (something) : to 
look at things and put them in a particular order especially 
while you are searching for something ■ He sorted through 
the papers. 

— sort-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

SOrta /'so0*t3/ — used in writing to represent the sound of 
the phrase sort of when it is spoken quickly ■ It’s sorta cold 
out. 4- The pronunciation represented by sorta is common in 
informal speech. The written form should be avoided except 
when trying to represent or record such speech, 
sor-tie /'soa*i/ noun, pi -ties [count] 

1 : a sudden attack in which a group of soldiers rush for¬ 
ward against an enemy 

2 : a mission or attack by a single plane 

Sort—OUt noun [singular] Brit : an activity in which you 
make a room, closet, etc., neat and organized ■ Let’s have a 
sort-out of the attic. 

SOS /^ou'es/ noun [singular] : a signal used by ships and 
airplanes to call for help — often used figuratively ■ The 
team sent out an SOS for a replacement player. ■ The club 
has issued an SOS for volunteers. — compare mayday 
SO-SO /'sou'sou/ adj, informal : neither very good nor very 
bad : fair or average ■ The reviews were only so-so. ■ a so-so 
movie/performance ■ The food was good, but the service was 
just so-so. 

SOt /'sa:t/ noun, pi sots [count] old-fashioned : a person who 
is often drunk : drunkard ■ a pathetic old sot 
SOMO VO-Ce /,sa:tou'voutfi/ adv 

1 formal : in a very quiet voice ■ He gave his opinion sotto 
voce. 

2 music : very softly ■ play the last part sotto voce 

— sotto voce adj ■ sotto voce comments 

SOU /'su:/ noun [singular] chiefly Brit, informal : a small 
amount of money ■ I’m not giving you anything. Not a sou. 
soubriquet variant spelling of sobriquet 
souf'fle /su'flei/ noun, pi -ties : a food that is made with 
eggs, flour, and other ingredients (such as cheese, vegetables, 
fruit, or chocolate) and that is baked until its top rises and it 
becomes very light and fluffy [count] cheese souffles [non¬ 
count] a serving of chocolate souffle 
Sought past tense and past participle of SEEK 
SOUght—after adj [more most ~]: wanted by many peo¬ 
ple and hard to get or find ■ sought-after antiques ■ the most 
sought-after artists 

SOUk /'su:k/ noun, pi souks [count] : a marketplace in 
North Africa or the Middle East 
SOUl /'soul/ noun, pi souls 

1 [count] a : the spiritual part of a person that is believed to 
give life to the body and in many religions is believed to live 
forever ■ salvation of the human soul [=spirit] ■ the souls of 
the dead b : a person’s deeply felt moral and emotional na¬ 
ture ■ He could not escape the guilt that he felt in the inner 
recesses of his soul. 

2 [noncount] : the ability of a person to feel kindness and 
sympathy for others, to appreciate beauty and art, etc. ■ She 
has no soul. 

3 [count] : a human being : person 1 a brave/gentle/kind 
soul ■ Some poor soul was asking for handouts on the street. ■ 
There wasn’t a soul in sight. [=there wasn’t anyone in sight] ■ 
He didn’t tell a soul [-anyone] that he was leaving. ■ a village 
of barely a hundred souls 

4 [noncount] : a quality that gives emotional force and effec¬ 
tiveness to a performance, a work of art, etc. ■ He’s a skillful 
performer, but his music lacks soul. 

5 [noncount] : soul music ■ My favorite types of music are 
jazz and soul. 

6 [singular] : a person who has a lot of a particular quality — 
+ of ■ He is the soul o/integrity. [=he is a very honest person] 
■ I promise I’ll be the soul of discretion. [=1*11 be very dis¬ 
creet] 

7 [singular] : the central or most important part of some¬ 
thing that makes it effective, valuable, etc. — usually + of m 
Honesty is the very soul of any good relationship. ■ Our em¬ 


ployees are the heart and soul of our company. 
bless my soul see bless 
body and soul see body 
keep body and soul together see body 
pour your soul out see pour 
sell your soul (to the devil) see 1 sell 
SOUl brother noun, pi -thers [count] US, informal + old- 
fashioned : a black man or boy — called also brother 
SOUl—destroying adj [more most ~] : causing a person 

to feel very unhappy or depressed ■ the soul-destroying con¬ 
finement of city life ■ Rejection is soul-destroying. 

SOUl food noun [noncount] : the type of food traditionally 
eaten by African-Americans in the southern U.S. 

SOUl-ful /'soolfsl/ adj [more most ~] : full of or express¬ 
ing feeling or emotion ■ soulful music ■ a soulful perfomer ■ a 
handsome actor with soulful eyes 

- soul-ful-ly adv ■ She sang soulfully. — soul.ful-ness 

noun [noncount] 

SOUMeSS /'soullas/ adj 

1 : not having or showing any of the qualities and feelings 
(such as sympathy and kindness) that make people appeal¬ 
ing ■ a government run by soulless bureaucrats ■ These com¬ 
panies are heartless, soulless , money-making machines. 

2 : having or showing no special or interesting qualities ■ The 
houses in the new development are completely soulless. 

- soul-less-ly adv - soul-less-ness noun [noncount] 
soul mate noun, pi ~ mates [count] 

1 : a close friend who completely understands you ■ a hus¬ 
band and wife who are perfect soul mates 

2 : a person who has the same beliefs and opinons as another 
person ■ They are ideological soul mates. 

SOUl music noun [noncount] : a popular style of music ex¬ 
pressing deep emotion that was created by African- 
Americans 

SOUl—Searching /'souhsatfig/ noun [noncount] : the ac¬ 
tivity of thinking seriously about your feelings and beliefs in 
order to make a decision or to understand the reasons for 
your own behavior ■ I decided to take the job after a lot of 
soul-searching. 

1 sound /'saund/ noun, pi sounds 

1 : something that is heard [count] the sound of footsteps/ 
thunder ■ the sounds of laughter ■ I heard a loud, buzzing 
sound. [=noise] ■ I didn’t hear a sound. [=1 didn’t hear any¬ 
thing] ■ They never made a sound. ■ speech sounds [=the 
sounds people make when they speak words] ■ the sound of 
“th" in “this” [noncount] devices used to record sound • 
measuring the speed of sound [=the speed at which the vibra¬ 
tions that create sounds move through the air] 

2 [noncount]: the speech, music, etc., that is heard as part of 
a broadcast, film, or recording ■ The film was good, but the 
sound was poor. ■ digital sound ■ “Can you turn up the 
sound 7 [=volume] I can’t hear what they’re saying.” 

3 [count] : the particular musical style of an individual, a 
group, or an area — usually singular ■ the Nashville sound ■ I 
like the band’s sound. 

4 [noncount] : the idea that is suggested when something is 
said or described ■ "The doctor says my case is unusual." “1 
don’t like the sound of that" [=1 don’t like the way that 
sounds; that sounds bad/serious] ■ By/from the sound of it, 
you may have poison ivy. 

sound and fury: loud and angry words that attract a lot of 
attention but do nothing useful ■ The town meeting creat¬ 
ed lots of sound and fury, but no resolution. 

- compare 5 sound 

2 sound verb sounds; sound»ed; sound-ing 

1 a [+ obj] : to cause (something) to make a sound or be 
heard ■ sound a trumpet ■ sound a hom/buzzer — sometimes 
used figuratively ■ He sounded a confident note [=he ex¬ 
pressed confidence] when he talked about the company’s fu¬ 
ture plans, b [+ obj] : to make (something) known by mak¬ 
ing a sound ■ They sounded the alarm. ■ The clock sounded 
noon. C [no obj] : to make a sound ■ The game was over 
when the buzzer sounded. ■ A ringing noise kept sounding in 
his ears. 

2 [linking verb] : to seem to be something when heard ■ You 
sound tired. You should get some rest. : to seem to be some¬ 
thing when heard about ■ Their plan sounds good to me. ■ 
Her story sounds false. ■ It sounded too good to be true. ■ I’ll 
plan to pick you up at noon. How does that sound ? [=do you 
think that is a good/acceptable plan?] ■ His new job sounds 
exciting. ■ A picnic sounds lovely. — often used in the phras¬ 
es sound as if, sound as though , and sound like • It sounds to 
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me as if they won’t be coming. ■ The movie sounds as though 
it might be good. [=the things I have heard about the movie 
suggest that it might be good] ■ It sounds like the weather 
may be bad tomorrow. [=1 have heard that the weather may 
be bad tomorrow] ■ You sound like you’re tired. ■ That 
sounds like a good idea. = (Brit) That sounds a good idea. 

— see also sound like (below) 

3 [+ obj ]: to make the sound of (a word or letter) with your 
voice : pronounce ■ He sounded each syllable clearly. • The 
“k” in “know” is not sounded. 

sound like 1 : to have a voice that is like the voice of 
(someone else) ■ I knew he must be your brother. He 
sounds just like you. 2 : to say something that is like what 
is commonly said by (someone else) ■ You sound just like 
your mother when you say that. 
sound off \phrasal verb] 1 : to say your opinions in a very 
direct and often angry way ■ She sounded off about the un¬ 
equal pay raises. 2 US : to count out loud the steps you 
take while marching ■ The troops were sounding off during 
their exercises. 

- compare 6 sound 

3 SOlind adj sound-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 a : in good condition : solid and strong ■ a building of 
sound construction • The bridge is structurally sound, b : in 
good health : healthy ■ a sound mind in a sound body ■ The 
tests show that his heart is sound. ■ My health is sound. [=1 
am healthy] • (law) He was found to be of sound mind 
[=sane] when he committed the murder. 

2 : free from mistakes : showing good judgment ■ a sound 
argument ■ She used sound reasoning in making the decision. 
• She gave us some sound advice. ■ a sound investment 

3 always used before a noun : complete or thorough • She has 
a sound understanding of the system’s structure. • The stock 
market has made a sound recovery. • They gave us a sound 
beating in yesterday’s game. [=they beat/defeated us easily 
by a large amount] 

4 of sleep : deep and restful • She fell into a sound sleep. ■ I 
was never a sound sleeper, [^someone who sleeps deeply] 
(as) sound as a bell informal : in excellent condition ■ 

There’s nothing wrong with your health. You’re as sound 
as a bell. • The car’s engine is as sound as a bell. 

— sound-ly /'saundli/ adv ■ I slept more soundly last night 
than I have in a while. ■ an argument soundly based on log¬ 
ic • We were soundly beaten/defeated in yesterday’s game. 
— sound*ness /'saundnas/ noun [noncount] 

4 SOlind adv, of sleep : deeply and completely ■ He was sound 
asleep. • She slept sound. [=(more commonly) soundly] 
5 SOUnd noun, pi sounds [count] : a long and narrow area of 
water that connects two larger areas — often used in names ■ 
Long Island Sound — compare 1 sound 
6 SOUnd verb sounds; sounded; sounding [+ obj] techni¬ 
cal : to measure the depth of the water in a lake, ocean, etc. 
sound out [phrasal verb] sound (someone or something) out 
or sound out (someone or something) : to try to find out 
the opinions of someone by asking questions • They sound¬ 
ed me out on the idea. [=they asked me what I thought 
about the ideal ■ polls that sound out public opinion 

- compare 2 sound 

sound barrier noun 

the sound barrier : the large increase in air resistance that 
occurs as an aircraft nears the speed of sound • a plane that 
is able to break the sound barrier [=to travel faster than the 
speed of sound] 

sound bite noun, pi ~ bites [count] : a short recorded 
statement that is broadcast on a television or radio news pro¬ 
gram ■ His campaign relies on catchy sound bites. 

Sound card noun, pi ~ cards [count] computers : a device 
in a computer system designed to produce or reproduce 
sound 

sounddng /’saundii]/ noun, pi -ings [count] 

1 ; a measurement of the depth of water ■ The sailors were 
taking soundings as the ship approached the coast. 

2 : something that is done to find out what people think 
about something — usually plural ■ They took sounding on 
his chances of winning. [=they talked to and questioned peo¬ 
ple about his chances of winning] 

Sounding board noun, pi boards [count] : a person or 
group with whom you discuss ideas to see if the ideas are 
good • My friend is my sounding board for new ideas, 
sound-less /'saundbs/ adj : making no sound : silent ■ 
Her footsteps were soundless. ■ the almost soundless ap¬ 
proach of the boat 


— sound-less-ly adv • The cat moved soundlessly through 
the room. 

1 Sound-proof /'saund,pru:f/ adj [more most : not al¬ 
lowing sound to enter or leave ■ a soundproof room/studio ■ 
soundproof walls 

2 SOUndproof verb -proofs; -proofed; -proof-ing [+ obj] 
: to make (something) soundproof ■ soundproof a room • The 
studio is soundproofed. 

Sound system noun, pi -terns [count] : equipment that 
is used to play music through speakers 
Sound-track /'saund,traek/ noun, pi -tracks [count] : the 
sounds and especially the music recorded for a movie ■ The 
movie’s soundtrack is now available on CD. 

Sound wave noun, pi ~~ waves [count] : a wave that is 
formed when a sound is made and that moves through the 
air and carries the sound to your ear 
1 SOUP /'su:p/ noun, pi soups : a food made by cooking vege¬ 
tables, meat, or fish in a large amount of liquid [count] a de¬ 
licious chicken soup [noncount] a bowl of soup ■ a soup 
spoon — see also pea soup 

in the soup informal + old-fashioned : in a bad situation : in 
trouble ■ That stunt landed her in the soup, 
soup to nuts US, informal 1 : covering every detail or part 
of something ■ The book provides a soup to nuts look at the 
current political scene. 2 from soup to nuts : in every 
detail or part • The entire procedure from soup to nuts is 
changing. 

2 SOUp verb soups; souped; soup-ing 

soup up [phrasal verb] soup (something) up or soup up 
(something) informal : to increase the power of (some¬ 
thing, such as an engine) ■ soup up a car’s engine ■ His hob¬ 
by was souping up older cars. — see also souped-up 
SOUp-£On /'su:p,sa:n/ noun, pi -90ns [count] : a small 
amount of something : trace ■ Add just a soupQon of salt. 
SOUped—up /'suipt'Ap/ adj : made greater in power or ap¬ 
peal • souped-up cars ■ My computer is a souped-up version 
of the standard machines. — see also soup up at 2 soup 
soup kitchen noun, pi ~ -chens [count] : a place that 
gives food (such as soup and bread) to poor people 
soupy /'su:pi/ adj soup-i-er; -est 

1 : resembling soup • The gravy/sauce was too soupy. 

2 informal : very foggy or cloudy ■ soupy weather 
1 SOUr /'sawg/ adj sour*er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : having an acid taste that is like the taste of a lemon 
: tart • sour pickles • a sour apple ■ a slightly sour taste 

— see also sweet-and-sour 

2 : having the unpleasant taste or smell of food that is no 
longer fresh ■ The milk had turned/gone sour. • The cream 
smells sour. ■ a sour odor ■ sour [=bad] breath 

3 : unpleasant or unfriendly ■ a sour, cynical person ■ He 
made a sour face. • Their relationship ended on a sour note. 
[=ended unpleasantly] 

4 informal : bad or wrong ■ Their relationship had turned/ 
gone sour. • All their investments went sour. 

sour on infotmal : having a bad opinion of (something) ■ 
She was sour on politics in general. 

— sour-ly adv ■ She noted sourly that something was wrong. 
— sour*ness noun [noncount] • The dish gets its sourness 
from lemons. 

2 SOUr noun, pi sours [count] : an alcoholic drink that has a 
sour taste ■ a whiskey sour 
3 SOUr verb sours; soured; sour-ing 

1 [no obj] of food ; to lose freshness and get an unpleasant 
taste or smell : to become sour • The milk soured quickly. 

2 a [no obj] : to become unpleasant or unfriendly ■ Her dis¬ 
position has soured in recent years. • Their friendship has 
soured. [=they are no longer friends] b [+ obj] : to make 
(someone or something) unpleasant or unfriendly ■ Jealousy 
has soured their relationship. ■ His experiences have soured 
him. 

3 [+ obj] : to make (something good) less pleasant or enjoy¬ 
able ■ The team’s victory was soured by an injury to one of 
their best players. 

sour on [phrasal verb] sour on (something) or sour (some¬ 
one) on (something) US : to stop liking or being interested 
in (something) or to cause (someone) to stop liking or be¬ 
ing interested in (something) • Investors have soured on 
(buying) the company’s stock. ■ Many fans have soured on 
the team after years of losing. ■ The disappointing result of 
the election soured her on politics, 
source /'so^/ noun, pi sourc-es [count] 
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1 : someone or something that provides what is wanted or 
needed ■ The college had its own power source. • a water 
source = a source of water ■ She has been a great source of 
strength to me. ■ His job is the family’s main source of in¬ 
come. 

2 : the cause of something (such as a problem) — usually + 
of ■ The delays are a source of concern. ■ The team's bad play 
has been a source of disappointment. 

3 : a person, book, etc., that gives information • A govern¬ 
ment source spoke to the press today. ■ The reporter has re¬ 
fused to reveal his sources. ■ According to one source , the 
program will not cost a lot. ■ information from various intel¬ 
ligence sources ■ print sources ■ a reference source 

4 : the beginning of a stream or river of water ■ the source of 
the Nile 

SOUr cream noun [ noncount] : a thick cream that has a 
sour flavor ■ He put sour cream on his baked potato. — 
called also (Brit) soured cream 

SOUr*dOugh /'sawa-ido u/noun [noncount \: a type of dough 
that is allowed to ferment before it is baked and that has a 
slightly sour taste ■ sourdough bread 
SOUr grapes noun \plural\ informal : unfair criticism that 
comes from someone who is disappointed about not getting 
something ■ His remarks are nothing but sour grapes. 
SOUr-puss /'sawa^pus/ noun, pi -puss-es [count] informal 
: a person who complains frequently or constantly and looks 
unhappy ■ He’s just an old sourpuss. 

SOUSed /'saust/ adj 

1 : completely covered by a liquid ■ cucumbers soused in 
vinegar 

2 informal : very drunk ■ He sat at the bar quietly getting 
soused . 

1 SOUth /'sauG/ noun 

1 [noncount] : the direction that is to your right when you 
are facing the rising sun : the direction that is the opposite of 
north ■ The nearest town is 20 miles to the south (of here). ■ 
The wind blew from the south. ■ Which way is south ? 

2 the south or the South : regions or countries south of a 
certain point ■ The birds migrate from the South .; especially 
: the southern part of the U.S. ■ Parts of the South were hit 
hard by the storm. ■ I grew up in the South. ■ The American 
Civil War was between the North and the South. 

2 south adi 

1 : located in or toward the south ■ the south entrance ■ 
South America 

2 : coming from the south ■ a south wind 

3 SOUth adv 

1 : to or toward the south ■ Turn south onto Elm Street. ■ It’s 
a mile south of here. ■ The birds fly/go south in the winter. 

2 US, informal : into a worse state or condition ■ The compa¬ 
ny’s profits have gone south in recent months. ■ The TV 
show’s ratings have been heading south. 

down south informal : in or to the southern part of a coun¬ 
try or region ■ She spent a few years down south. ■ We’ll be 
heading down south for the winter. — compare up north at 
3 north 

SOUth-bound /'sau0,baund/ adj : going or heading south ■ 
a southbound train ■ The southbound lanes are closed to traf¬ 
fic. 

^OUth-east /sauG'rst/ noun 

1 [noncount] : the direction between south and east 

2 the southeast or the Southeast: the southeastern part of a 
country or region ■ A mountain range is in the southeast of 
the country.; especially : the southeastern part of the U.S. ■ 
Rain is moving into the Southeast. ■ He grew up in the South¬ 
east. 

Southeast adj 

1 : located in or toward the southeast ■ southeast Europe • 
My office is in the southeast comer of the building. 

2 ; coming from the southeast ■ a southeast wind 
3 SOUth-east adv : to or toward the southeast • It’s a few 

miles southeast of here. ■ We headed southeast. 

SOUth-east-er /sauO'iistay noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a strong wind that blows from the southeast 

2 : a storm with winds that blow from the southeast 
south -east-er-ly /sau0'i:stam/ adj 

1 : located in or moving toward the southeast ■ They sailed 
in a southeasterly direction. 

2 ; blowing from the southeast ■ southeasterly winds 
SOUth -east-ern /sauO'r.stan/ adj 

1 : located in or toward the southeast ■ the southeastern cor¬ 
ner of the state 


2 : of or relating to the southeast ■ a southeastern bird 
south-east-ern-er or South-east-ern-er /sau0‘i:stana>/ 
noun, pi -ers [count] : a person bom, raised, or living in the 
southeast; especially : a person bom, raised, or living in the 
southeastern U.S. 

south-east-ward /sao0 , i , .stwa i d/ also chiefly Brit south¬ 
east-wards /sau0 , i:stwa , dz/ adv : toward the southeast ■ 
The storm is moving southeastward. 

— southeastward adj • The storm followed a southeast¬ 
ward course. 

SOUth-er-ly /‘sASali/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : located in or moving toward the south • southerly lati¬ 
tudes ■ We sailed in a southerly direction. 

2 : blowing from the south • a southerly wind 

— southerly adv ■ We sailed southerly around the island. ■ 
The storm is headed southerly. 

south-ern AaSmi/ adj 

1 [more most ~] ; located in or toward the south ■ south¬ 
ern U.S. ■ the southern part of the state ■ the southern shore of 
the lake 

2 a ; of or relating to the south ■ a southern species ■ southern 
cities b Southern : of or relating to the people bom. 
raised, or living in the southeastern U.S. ■ a Southern accent ■ 
Southern hospitality/cooking 

south-ern-er or South-ern-er AAdana/ noun, pi -ers 
[count] : a person bom, raised, or living in the south; espe¬ 
cially : a person bom, raised, or living in the southern U.S. 

— compare northerner 

Southern Lights noun 

the Southern Lights : large areas of green, red, blue, or yel¬ 
low light that sometimes appear in the night sky in far 
southern regions — called also aurora australis 
SOUth-ern-mOSt AAQa^moust/ adj : furthest to the south 

■ the southernmost tip of the island 

SOUth-paw Aau0,pa:/ noun, pi -paws [count] informal 
; someone who is left-handed; especially : a left-handed 
baseball pitcher or boxer 
South Pole noun 

the South Pole : the most southern point on the surface of 
the earth 

SOUth-ward Aau0,wad/ also chi&ly Brit south-wards 
Aau0,wadz/ adv : toward the south ■ birds flying southward 

— southward adj ■ a southward course/expansion 
1 SOUth-west /sauO'west/ noun 

1 [noncount] : the direction between south and west 

2 the southwest or the Southwest: the southwestern part of 
a country or region ■ A mountain range is in the southwest of 
the country.; especially : the southwestern part of the U.S. ■ 
These plants grow in the Southwest. 

2 southwest adj 

1 : located in the southwest ■ the southwest comer of the 
building ■ southwest France 

2 ; blowing from the southwest ■ a southwest wind 
3 SOUthwest adv : to or toward the southwest ■ It’s about 80 

miles southwest of here. ■ traveling southwest 
south-west-er-ly /sau0'westa*li/ adj 

1 ; located in or moving toward the southwest ■ The storm is 
headed in a southwesterly direction. 

2 : blowing from the southwest ■ a southwesterly wind 

— southwesterly adv ■ We sailed southwesterly. 
SOUth-west-ern /sauO'westa'ii/ adj 

1 : in, toward, or from the southwest ■ southwestern Arizona 

■ the southwestern border 

2 : of or relating to the southwest ■ a southwestern bird 
south-west-ern-er or South-west-ern-er /sauO'we- 

staiia 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a person bom, raised, or liv¬ 
ing in the southwest; especially : a person bom, raised, or 
living in the southwestern U.S. 

SOUth-west-ward /sau0'westwad/ also chiefly Brit south- 
west-wards /saoO'westwadz/ adv : toward the southwest ■ 
The storm is moving southwestward. 

— southwestward adj ■ The storm will follow a southwest- 
ward course. 

SOU-ve-nir /(Smva'nia 1 / noun, pi -nirs [count] : something 
that is kept as a reminder of a place you have visited, an 
event you have been to, etc. ■ When I went to the Super 
Bowl, I kept my ticket stub as a souvenir. ■ a souvenir shop 
[=a shop that sells souvenirs] — often + of m This coffee mug 
is a souvenir of our trip to Hawaii. 

SOU’-West-er /sau'westa 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a hat that is worn when it rains and that is longer in the 
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back than in the front and ties under the chin 
2 : a long coat worn by sailors that keeps them dry during 
stormy weather 

1 SOV*er*eign /'saivran/ noun, pi -eigns [count] 

1 formal: a king or queen ■ a Spanish sovereign 

2 : a British gold coin that was used in the past 
Sovereign adj, formal 

1 a : having unlimited power or authority ■ a sovereign 
prince b : not limited ■ the sovereign power of a king 

2 : having independent authority and the right to govern it¬ 
self ■ a sovereign state/nation 

3 US : highest and most important ■ The government’s sover¬ 
eign duty is to protect the rights of its citizens. 

SOV*er*eign*ty /'sa.vranti/ noun [noncount] 

1 : unlimited power over a country — often + over ■ He 
claimed sovereignty over the nation. 

2 : a country’s independent authority and the right to gov¬ 
ern itself ■ national sovereignty ■ a claim of/to sovereignty 

SO-VI-et /'souvi,et/ noun, pi -ets 

1 [count] : an elected council in the former U.S.S.R. 

2 Soviets [plural] chiefly US : the people and especially the 
political and military leaders of the former U.S.S.R. • dis¬ 
putes between Americans and Soviets ■ The plan was op¬ 
posed by the Soviets. 

Soviet adj : of or relating to the former U.S.S.R. or its peo¬ 
ple ■ the Soviet government 

1 SOW /'sou/ verb sows; sowed; sown /'soun/ or sowed; 
sow-lng 

1 : to plant seeds in an area of ground [+ obj] Every year we 
sow corn. ■ Farmers sowed the fields with corn, [no obj] We’ll 
sow in the early spring. 

2 [+ obj ]: to cause (fear, doubt, etc.) to affect many people ■ 
Threats of war have sown fear in the region. [=have made 
many people in the region afraid] ■ They have been deliber¬ 
ately attempting to sow discord. [=to cause people to dis¬ 
agree and argue with each other] 

reap what you sow see reap 

sow the seeds of : to create a situation in which (some¬ 
thing) is likely or certain to happen or develop ■ Opponents 
have succeeded in sowing the seeds of suspicion/doubt. 
[=have succeeded in making people have suspicions/ 
doubts] ■ They have sowed the seeds of their own destruc¬ 
tion. [=they have done something that will lead to their 
own destruction] 

sow your (wild) oats : to have many sexual relationships 
particularly when you are young ■ He sowed his wild oats in 
his younger years, but he’s married now and has a family. 
— sow-er /'sowa 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

2 SOW /'sau/ noun, pi SOWS [count] : a fully grown female pig 
SOy /'soi/ noun [noncount] US 

1 : soybeans and the food products that are made from soy¬ 
beans ■ His book promotes the health benefits of soy. — of¬ 
ten used before another noun ■ soy flour ■ soy milk [=a drink 
that resembles cow’s milk but that is made from soybeans] 

2 : soy sauce ■ The recipe calls for two tablespoons of soy. 
soya /'soja/ noun [noncount] Brit : soybeans and the food 

products that are made from soybeans : SOY 
soy-bean /'soi,bi:n/ noun, pi -beans [count] US : the bean 
of an Asian plant that contains a large amount of protein and 
that is used as a food — called also (Brit) soya bean 
SOy Sauce noun [noncount] : a brown sauce that is made 
from soybeans and used especially in Chinese and Japanese 
cooking — called also (Brit) soya sauce 
SOZ-zled /'saizald/ adj, slang : very drunk ■ He got sozzled at 
the party last night, 
spa /'spa:/ noun, pi spas [count] 

1 a : a place where water that has many minerals in it comes 
up naturally from the ground and where people go to im¬ 
prove their health by swimming in, bathing in, or drinking 
the water b : a place where people go to improve their 
health and appearance by exercising, relaxing, etc. — called 
also health spa, (chiefly Brit) health farm 

2 US : a bathtub in which a pump causes hot water and air 
bubbles to move around your body ■ Their property includes 
a swimming pool and spa. 

1 space /'speis/ noun, pi spac-es 

1 a [noncount] : the amount of an area, room, surface, etc., 
that is empty or available for use ■ There’s still some space 
for a bookshelf. ■ the space behind/above/near the couch ■ Is 
there space in the cabinet for these dishes? ■ There’s not 
much empty/clear space. ■ He moved the books to create 
more space on his desk. ■ Those old boxes take up a lot of 


space. • There should be plenty of space [=room] on the disk 
to save the files. — see also a waste of space at 1 WASTE b 
: an area that is used or available for a specific purpose 
[count] a parking space • She needs a space [-place] where 
she can do her homework, [noncount] floor space ■ storage 
space ■ The magazine devotes a lot of space to advertising. 

2 a : an empty area between things [count] She has a space 
between her front teeth, [noncount] There isn’t much space 
between our houses. ■ Is there enough space [=room] for me 
to park there? b : an area of land with no buildings on it 
[plural] the wide open spaces of the western U.S. [non¬ 
count] They live in an area where there’s a lot of open space. 

3 [noncount] : the region beyond the Earth’s atmosphere in 
which there are stars and planets : outer space • sent the 
satellite into space — often used before another noun ■ space 
exploration/travel ■ the space program [=the program devot¬ 
ed to exploring space] 

4 [noncount] : the limitless area in which all things exist and 
move ■ the movement of sound waves through space ■ ex¬ 
ploring the relationship between time and space 

5 [count] : a period of time — usually singular ■ a short 
space of time [=a short time] ■ They finished in/within the 
space of an hour. [=within an hour] 

6 a : a blank area separating written or printed words or 
lines [count] There should be a space after the comma. 
[noncount] Let’s leave more space between the paragraphs, 
b : a blank part or section on a document where something 
can be written [count] There’s a space for your name and 
address, [noncount] There is space at the bottom for your 
name and address. 

7 [noncount] a : the freedom and time to behave and think 
as you want to without being controlled or influenced by 
someone else ■ I need more space in our relationship, b 
: personal space ■ You’re invading my space. [=you’re too 
close to me] 

8 [count] : an available seat on a bus, train, etc. ■ There are 
no spaces left on the bus. 

stare/gaze (off) into space : to look straight ahead without 
looking at anything specific • He wouldn't even look at me. 
He just sat there, staring into space. 

2 space verb spaces; spaced; spac-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to place or arrange (things) so that there is a particular 
amount of space between them • widely /closely spaced posts 
■ Space the seedlings about six inches apart. — often + out • 
Try to space out the poles evenly. 

2 : to separate (things) by particular periods of time ■ He 
spaces his albums so that he puts one out every two to three 
years. • They spaced the births of their three children two 
years apart. — often + out ■ They spaced out the births of 
their three children. 

space out [phrasal verb] informal : to stop paying attention 
: to become unaware of what is happening around you ■ I 
spaced out for a minute and didn’t hear what she said. ■ I 
spaced out halfway through the lecture. 

SpaCG—age /'speis'eicfc/ adj, informal : very modem ■ a 
space-age machine/design 

space bar noun, pi ~ bars [count] : the wide key at the 
bottom of a computer keyboard or typewriter that is used to 
make a space 

space cadet noun, pi ~ -dets [count] informal: a person 
who does not pay attention or who tends to forget things ■ 
Don’t be such a space cadet. 

spacecraft /'speis,kraeft, Brit 'speis,kra:ft/ noun, pi 
spacecraft [count] : a vehicle that is used for travel in outer 
space 

Spaced /'speist/ adj [more most ~] US, informal 
: spaced out ■ He was too spaced on drugs to know what he 
was doing. 

Spaced out adj, informal: unable to think clearly or to pay 
attention to what is going on around you ■ He looked like he 
was spaced out on drugs. ■ I was tired and feeling pretty 
spaced out. ■ She had a spaced out look on her face. 
space*f light /'speis,flait/«OM/ 2 , pi -flights : flight into out¬ 
er space in a spacecraft [count] the first manned spaceflight 
[noncount] a history of human spaceflight 
space heater noun, pi ~ -ers [count] US : a small device 
that is used for heating a room 
space-man /'speis,maen/ noun, pi -men /-,men/ [count] 

1 informal : a person (especially a man) who travels in a 
spacecraft into outer space : astronaut 

2 in stories : a visitor to Earth from outer space ■ spacemen 
from Mars 
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Space probe noun, pi ~ probes [count] : a device that is 
used to obtain information from outer space and send it 
back to Earth 

spaceship /'speisjip/ noun, pi -ships [count] : space- 
CRAFr 

space Shuttle noun, pi ~~ shuttles [count]: a spacecraft 
that can be used more than once and that carries people into 
outer space and back to Earth 

space Station noun, pi - tions [count] : a large space¬ 

craft in which people live for long periods of time in order to 
do research and experiments 

space suit noun, pi ~ suits [count] : a special suit that is 
designed to keep astronauts alive in outer space 
space walk noun, pi ~ walks [count] : an activity in which 
an astronaut moves around and does work outside a space¬ 
craft while it is in outer space 

spac-ey /'speisi/ adj spac-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 
: spaced out ■ I’m a little spacey today, 
spacing /'speisiq/ noun [noncount] : the amount of space 
between letters, words, or lines on a printed page ■ The spac¬ 
ing between characters should be even. 

Spa-CiOUS /'speijas/ adj [more —; most ~] : having a large 
amount of space ■ a spacious room/office/house ■ The dining 
room is spacious [-roomy] enough to seat our whole family 
and several guests. 

- spa-cious-ly adv ■ a spaciously arranged room — spa¬ 
cious* ness noun [noncount] 

spade /'speid/ noun, pi spades 

1 [count] : a tool with a heavy metal blade attached to a han¬ 
dle that is used for digging — see picture at GARDENING 

2 [count] : a playing card that is marked with a black shape 
that looks like a pointed leaf ■ two hearts, one club, and 
three spades — see picture at PLAYING CARD 

3 spades [plural] : the suit in a deck of playing cards that 
consists of spades ■ the queen of spades 

call a spade a spade : to speak in an honest and direct way 
■ Why don’t you just call a spade a spade and say that he’s a 
liar? 

in spades : to a great degree : in large amounts ■ We’ve 
been having problems in spades. ■ His hard work and dedi¬ 
cation were rewarded in spades. 

Spade*WOrk /'speid^a-k/ noun [noncount] : difficult work 
that is done especially to prepare for something ■ She had her 
assistants do the spadework in preparation for the trial. 
spa-ghet*ti /spa'geti/ noun [noncount] : pasta in the shape 
of long, thin strings — see picture at pasta 
spaghetti Strap noun, pi ~~ straps [count] : a very thin 
piece of material that is worn over the shoulder and that 
holds up a piece of clothing (such as a dress) — see color 
picture on page Cl5 

spaghetti western noun, pi ~~ -erns [count] : a movie 
about the old American West that is produced in Italy • I’m a 
fan of spaghetti westerns of the 1960s. 

Spake /'speik/ archaic past tense of SPEAK 
1 Spam /'spsem/ noun [noncount] informal : e-mail that is not 
wanted : e-mail that is sent to large numbers of people and 
that consists mostly of advertising ■ tips to reduce spam ■ a 
spam filter [=software that identifies and blocks spam] 
2 spam verb spams; spammed; spam-ming [+ obj] : to 
send unwanted e-mail to (someone) ■ That company keeps 
spamming me. [=keeps sending me spam] 

- spam*mer noun, pi -mers [count] 

Spam /'spsem/ trademark — used for a type of meat that is 
sold in cans 

1 span /'spsen/ noun, pi spans [count] 

1 : the period of time between two dates or events ■ a 25-year 
span • a brief time span — often + of ■ a brief span of time ■ 
The symphonies were composed over a span of eight years. ■ 

1 received two job offers within the span of a week. — see 
also ATTENTION SPAN, LIFE SPAN 

2 : the part of a bridge or other structure that goes across a 
space from one support to another 

3 : the width of something from one side to the other — of¬ 
ten + of ■ the span of his shoulders ■ It’s a span of a few hun¬ 
dred miles to cross the state. — see also WINGSPAN 

- see also spic-and-span 

2 span verb spans; spanned; span-ning [+ obj] 

1 : to continue throughout (a period of time) • His career as 
a singer spanned three decades. 

2 : to cover or include (a wide area, a large number of 
things, etc.) ■ Their empire once spanned several continents. 


■ Her academic interests span a wide variety of topics. 

3 : to cross over (something) ■ A bridge spans the river. 

span*dex /*sp£enidcks/ noun [noncount] : a material that 
stretches easily and is used especially to make sports cloth¬ 
ing; also : clothing made of this material 
1 span*gle /'spzeijgal/ verb span-gles; span*gled; span¬ 
gling [+ obj] : to decorate or cover (something) with many 
small, shiny objects — usually used as (be) spangled • span¬ 
gled pants/gloves — often used figuratively ■ a night sky 
spangled with stars 

2 spangle noun, pi spangles [count] : a small, shiny piece of 
metal or plastic that is used to decorate clothing ■ showgirls 
dressed in costumes with gold spangles 
Sparvglish /'spserjgli// noun [noncount] chiefly US : Span¬ 
ish that includes the use of English words 
Spaniard /'spsenja-d/ noun, pi -iards [count] : a person 
born, raised, or living in Spain : a Spanish person 
sparviel /'spsenjal/ noun, pi -iels [count] : a type of small 
dog that has long ears and a soft coat 
SparMSh /'spsem// noun 

1 [noncount] : the language of Spain, Mexico, and many 
countries in Latin America 

2 the Spanish : the people of Spain : Spanish people 

— Spanish adj • Spanish art/cooking/culture/territories ■ 
She has a Spanish accent. 

Spanish American noun, pi ~ -cans [count]: a person 
living in the U.S. whose native language is Spanish 

— Spanish—American adj • Spanish-American culture 
Spanish moss noun [noncount] : a type of American plant 

that has long gray strands and that hangs down from the 
branches of trees 

Spanish rice noun [noncount] US : rice cooked with on¬ 
ions, green peppers, and tomatoes 
spank /'spsqk/ verb spanks; spanked; spank-ing [+ ohj\ 
: to hit (someone) on the buttocks with your hand as a form 
of punishment ■ Parents shouldn’t spank their children. 

— spanking noun, pi -ings [count] • If you don’t stop jump¬ 
ing on the couch, you’re going to get a spanking. l=get 
spanked] ■ She gave him a spanking. [=spanked him] 

spank-ing /'spsegkir)/ adv, informal : very ■ spanking new 
[=brand-new] sneakers ■ He keeps his apartment spanking 
dean. 

span-ner /'spams*/ noun, pi -ners [count] Brit : 'wrench I 
put/throw a spanner in the works informal : to cause 
something to not go as planned • We were ready to start 
the project when the bank threw a spanner in the works by 
denying the loan. 

1 spar /'spaa-/ verb spars; sparred; spar-ring [no obj] 

1 : to box with someone as a form of training or practice ■ 
He’s been sparring with his trainer. 

2 : to argue with someone in a friendly way ■ They sparred 
playfully over whose team was better. — see also SPARRING 
PARTNER 

2 spar noun, pi spars [count] : a thick pole or similar struc¬ 
ture that supports something (such as the sails of a ship or 
the wing of an aircraft) 

1 spare /'spea/ adj spar-er; spar-est 

1 always used before a noun a : kept as something extra 
that can be used if it is needed ■ a spare pair of gloves ■ spare 
parts * I keep a spare set of keys in my desk. ■ a spare bed¬ 
room [=an extra bedroom where guests can sleep] — see 
also SPARE TIRE b : available to be used in whatever way 
you want ■ He likes to ski in his spare time. [=his free time; 
the time when he is not working] c : not needed by you and 
available to be shared or given to someone else ■ Do you 
have any spare cash/change? [=any extra cash/change that 
you could give to me] 

2 : somewhat thin ■ He has a spare frame. ■ He was tall and 
spare. 

3 : simple or plain ■ I like her spare style of writing. 
going spare Brit, informal : not being used : available for 

someone to use ■ land that is going spare 
go spare Brit, informal : to become very angry or upset ■ 
My dad went spare when he found out what I’d done. 

— spare-ly adv ■ a sparely decorated room - spare-ness 
noun [noncount] ■ the spareness of her writing 

2 spare verb spares; spared; spar-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to choose not to punish or harm (someone) ■ No one 
knows why the gunman shot some people and spared others. 

■ No one knows why he spared their lives. [=why he didn’t 
kill them] b : to not destroy or harm (something) ■ Some- 
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how the storm spared our house while nearby buildings were 
destroyed. 

2 : to prevent (someone or something) from experiencing or 
being affected by something unpleasant, harmful, etc. • She 
was spared from having to answer any more questions. • He 
wanted to spare his family from the stress he had endured. ■ 
Our church was spared the fate of many others that have 
been closed. [=our church was not closed] ■ I could have 
spared myself the trouble. ■ He spared them the embarrass¬ 
ment of a public apology. 

3 : to give (something, such as time, money, etc.) to some¬ 
one ■ Can you spare (me) a few minutes? [=can you spend a 
few minutes with me?] ■ I can’t spare the time to see you to¬ 
day. [=1 don’t have enough time to see you today] ■ If you 
could spare a cup of sugar, it would save me a trip to the 
store. ■ You should spare a thought lor [=think about] those 
who are less fortunate than you. 

4 : to not do or provide (something) ■ Nothing was spared by 
the hotel [=the hotel provided everything possible] to make 
its guests relaxed and comfortable. ■ We will spare no effort 
[=we will do everything we can] to ensure the safety of the 
tunnels. ■ When they go on vacation, they spare no expense. 
[=they do not worry about spending too much money; they 
spend a lot of money] ■ He said that he would spare no ex¬ 
pense [=he would spend as much money as necessary] to 
make the restaurant successful. 

5 : to use or give out (something) in small amounts — usual¬ 
ly used in negative statements ■ More pancakes, please, and 
don’t spare the syrup. [=give me a lot of syrup] 

spare someone’s blushes Brit, informal : to prevent some¬ 
one from being embarrassed ■ The manager spoke up to 
spare the blushes of his young employee. 
spare someone’s feelings : to avoid doing or saying some¬ 
thing that will hurt someone emotionally : to avoid upset¬ 
ting someone ■ He admitted that he hadn’t told me the 
whole story because he wanted to spare my feelings, 
spare (someone) the details : to not tell someone all the 
unpleasant or boring details about something ■ “I drank 
too much last night and got sick.” “Please, spare me the de¬ 
tails.” 

to spare If you have money, time, energy, etc., to spare, 
you have more than enough money, time, energy, etc. ■ He 
seems to have energy to spare. [=he seems to have a lot of 
energy] ■ We have very little time to spare. [=we do not 
have a lot of time] • I have no money to spare [=1 do not 
have enough money] for such things. "He got there with 
(only) minutes/seconds to spare. [=he got there only min¬ 
utes/seconds before he needed to; he got there just in time] 
• He got there with time to spare. [=he got there early; he 
got there in plenty of time] 

3 spare noun, pi spares [count] 

1 : something extra that is kept to be used if it is needed ■ 
“I’ve lost the key.” “You’ll find a spare in the drawer.” ■ If 
that one breaks, I’ve got a spare.-, especially : spare tire 1 ■ 
Most cars come with spares. 

2 bowling : the achievement of knocking down all 10 pins 
with the first two balls ■ He got a strike and two spares. ■ He 
made/bowled a spare. — compare 2 strike 6 

spare-rib /'spea^nb/ noun, pi -ribs [count] : a piece of meat 
from a pig that includes a rib — usually plural ■ barbecued 
spareribs 

spare tire (US) or Brit spare tyre noun, pi ~~ tires [count] 

1 : an extra tire for a car 

2 informal: a roll of fat around your waist ■ I have to go on a 
diet and try to lose this spare tire. 

spar-ing /'spent)/ adj : not using or giving a lot of some¬ 
thing ■ an artist who is sparing in her use of color [=who does 
not use much color] ■ He has been sparing with details about 
his personal life. [=he has not talked much about his person¬ 
al life] 

— spar-ing-ly /'spenqli/ adv ■ He used the funds only spar¬ 
ingly. 

1 spark /'spaa-k/ noun, pi sparks 

1 [count] a : a small piece of burning material that comes 
from a fire or is produced by rubbing or hitting two hard ob¬ 
jects together ■ A spark from the fireplace set the rug on fire. 
■ The car’s tailpipe made sparks as it scraped the road, b : a 
short, bright flash of electricity between two points ■ A spark 
ignites the stove’s burner. 

2 [noncount] : a quality that makes someone or something 
enjoyable, interesting, successful, etc. • In its fourth year, the 
TV series has lost its spark. ■ She’s a talented gymnast but she 


doesn’t have the spark of some of her competitors. 

3 [count] : a small amount of something ■ A spark of hope re¬ 
mains. ■ Sometimes there were surprising sparks of humor in 
his letters. ■ occasional sparks of insight 

4 [count] : an action, occurrence, etc., that causes something 
larger to happen ■ His death was the spark that ignited the 
revolution. • Her suggestion was the spark for the entire ren¬ 
ovation project. 

bright spark Brit, informal + disapproving : a person who 
says or does something that seems intelligent but is really 
not ■ Who’s the bright spark who came up with this rotten 
idea? 

sparks fly When sparks fly, it means that two people are 
either having an argument with each other or are sexually 
attracted to each other. ■ The sparks flew [=they had an an¬ 
gry argument] when he arrived late for her special dinner. ■ 
Sparks flew when they met for the first time. 

2 spark verb sparks; spark-ing; sparked 

1 [+ obj] : to cause (something) to start or happen ■ The ques¬ 
tion sparked a debate. ■ Her fifth-grade teacher sparked her 
interest in history. — sometimes + off ■ The arrests sparked 
off[=touched off] a riot. ■ His hit sparked off [^started] a rally 
that brought in four runs. 

2 [no obj] : to produce sparks ■ The fire sparked and crack¬ 
led. ■ The wires made contact and sparked. 

3 [+ obj] : to add interest, liveliness, or flavor to (something) ■ 
prose sparked with humor — often + up ■ spark up an other¬ 
wise bland sauce 

1 spar-kle /'spaakal/ verb spar-kles; spar-kled; spar¬ 
kling [no obj] 

1 : to produce small flashes of light • The diamond sparkled. 

2 : to perform very well ■ The dancers sparkled on stage. 

3 : to be or become bright and lively ■ The conversation 
sparkled. ■ Her eyes sparkled with pride. — see also spar¬ 
kling 

2 sparkle noun, pi sparkles 

1 : a small flash of bright light [count] The sun reflected off 
the water in bright sparkles of light, [noncount] He caught 
the sparkle of her diamond out of the comer of his eye. 

2 [noncount] : a lively quality ■ a performance full of sparkle 
and originality ■ the sparkle in her eyes 

spar-kler /'spa^kla-/ noun, pi -klers [count]: a type of fire¬ 
work that you hold in your hand and that throws off very 
bright sparks as it bums 
Sparkling adj [more most ~] 

1 : shining with or reflecting bright points of light ■ the spar¬ 
kling blue sea ■ sparkling jewels 

2 : bright and clever ■ sparkling wit 

3 : of the best quality : excellent or outstanding ■ a sparkling 
performance ■ The building is a sparkling example of modem 
architecture at its best. ■ (Brit) athletes in sparkling [=superb, 
brilliant] foim 

4 always used before a noun : containing bubbles ■ sparkling 
wine ■ sparkling grape juice 

spark plug noun, pi plugs [count] : a part of an engine 
that produces a spark that makes the fuel bum — see pic¬ 
ture at ENGINE 

sparky /'spaa-ki/ adf spark-i-er; -est chiefly Brit, informal 
: lively and energetic ■ sparky youngsters ■ a sparky heroine ■ 
sparky conversation 

sparring partner noun, pi ~ -ners [count] 

1 : someone who helps a boxer practice : someone a boxer 
spars with for training 

2 : a person that you have serious but friendly arguments 
with ■ They have been political sparring partners for years. 

spar-row I* sperou/ noun, pi -rows [count]: a common type 
of small bird that usually has brown or gray feathers — see 
color picture on page C9 

sparse /'spaas/ adj spars-er; -est : present only in small 
amounts : less than necessary or normal ■ Reliable data is 
sparse.-, especially : thinly covering an area : not thick or full 
■ sparse vegetation ■ a sparse beard synonyms see meager 
— sparse-ly adv ■ a sparsely populated area ■ The room was 
sparsely furnished. — sparse-ness noun [noncount] 
spar-tan also Spar-tan /'spaertn/ adj [more most ~] 
: very bare and simple : lacking the things that make life 
comfortable or more pleasant ■ They lived in spartan condi¬ 
tions. 

spasm /'spsezam/ noun, pi spasms [count] 

1 : a sudden uncontrolled and often painful tightening of a 
muscle ■ violent back spasms ■ a disease that causes muscle 
spasms 
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2 : a sudden and usually brief occurrence of something you 
cannot control "He was racked with coughing spasms. ■ She 
was suffering spasms of guilt. ■ spasms of joy/rage 
spas-mod-ic /spzez'mcudik/ adj 

1 : relating to or caused by a spasm ■ spasmodic movements/ 
jerks 

2 : happening suddenly and briefly at different times in a 
way that is not regular ■ He made only spasmodic attempts to 
lose weight. ■ spasmodic [= intermittent ] activity 

— spas<mod‘i‘CaMy /spsez'mcudikli/ adv ■ His neck was 
jerking spasmodically. ■ Outbursts of violence continued 
spasmodically after the war ended. 

SpaS-tiC /‘spzestik/ adj 

1 medical a : relating to or affected with spasms * a spastic 
colon ■ spastic paralysis b old-fashioned : suffering from ce¬ 
rebral palsy or a similar disease that causes uncontrolled 
movements ■ a spastic child 

2 [more most ~] informal : having movements like 
spasms : clumsy or awkward ■ spastic fingers * spastic danc¬ 
ing 

— spastic noun, pi -tics [count] 

1 Spat past tense and past participle of 1 spit 
2 Spat /'spzet/ noun, pi spats [count]: a short argument about 
something that is not important ■ The newlyweds were hav¬ 
ing another spat. — compare 4 spat 
3 spat verb spats; spat-ted; spat-ting [no obj] somewhat 
old-fashioned : to argue or fight: to have a spat ■ They were 
typical sisters, spatting one minute, playing together the next. 
4 Spat noun, pi spats [count] : a cloth or leather covering for 
the ankle and foot that men wore over their shoes in the past 

— usually plural ■ a pair of spats — compare 2 SPAT 
Spate /'speit/ noun, pi spates [count] : a large number of 

things that appear or happen in a short period of time ■ A 
spate of books on the subject have come out recently. • the 
recent spate [=rash] of forest fires • There was a spate of cor¬ 
porate mergers in the 1980s. 

in spate chiefly Brit, of a river, stream, etc. *. very full : filled 
with water flowing very fast ■ The river was in spate due to 
heavy rains. 

Spa-tial /'speijal/ adj [more most ] technical : of or re¬ 
lating to space and the relationship of objects within it ■ the 
spatial dimensions of a room ■ tests of spatial ability 

— spa-tial-ly adv 

1 spatter /'spaeW verb -ters; -tered; -ter-lng : to cause 
drops of a liquid to be thrown forcefully in different direc¬ 
tions [+ obj] A passing car spattered [=, splattered] mud all 
over her new coat. ■ The dog jumped in the pool and spat¬ 
tered us with water. ■ His clothes were spattered with paint. 
[no obj] When you cook bacon, the grease spatters every¬ 
where. ■ He showed me how to use the paintbrush so the 
paint wouldn’t spatter. 

2 Spatter noun, pi -ters : a mark made when something wet 
hits a surface [count] There were grease spatters all over the 
wall. ■ The floor was covered with spatters of paint, [non¬ 
count] There was a lot of paint spatter on the floor. ■ (US) He 
cleaned the bug spatter off the windshield. 

Spatttta /'spaetfala/ noun, pi -las [count] 

1 US a : a kitchen tool that has a handle which is bent up¬ 
ward and a wide, thin blade used for lifting and turning 
foods on a hot surface — called also (Brit) fish slice-, see pic¬ 
ture at KITCHEN b : a kitchen tool that has a long handle 
and short, soft blade and that is used especially for mixing, 
spreading, etc. 

2 : a kitchen tool similar to a knife that has a flexible blade 
and that is used for mixing, spreading, etc. — called also 
(Brit) palette knife 

3 Brit : tongue depressor 

1 Spawn j'spo.n/verb spawns; spawned; spawn-ing 

1 [no obj] : to produce or lay eggs in water — used of ani¬ 
mals such as fish or frogs ■ Salmon spawn in late summer or 
fall. 

2 [+ obj] : to cause (something) to develop or begin : to pro¬ 
duce or create (something) • The health-food craze spawned 
a multimillion-dollar industry. ■ the incident that spawned a 
generation of student protests ■ a TV show that spawned a 
host of imitations 

2 Spawn noun [noncount] : the eggs of a fish or frog ■ Pacific 
salmon return to Alaskan streams to deposit their spawn. 
spawning ground noun, pi ~ grounds [count] 

1 : a place where animals (such as fish or frogs) go to lay 
eggs ■ Pacific salmon swim to theirspawninggrounds in Alas¬ 
kan rivers. 


2 : a place where something is created or produced often in 
large numbers ■ The country is a spawning ground for terror¬ 
ists. 

Spay /'spei/ verb spays; spayed; spay-ing [+ obj] : to re¬ 
move the sex organs of (a female animal) : to make (a female 
animal) unable to have babies • Our cat has been spayed. 
— compare NEUTER 

Spaz /'spzez/ noun, pi spaz-zes [count] US slang : a person 
who is very clumsy or awkward : klutz ■ I’m a real spaz on 
the ski slopes. 

Speak /'spi:k/ verb speaks; spoke /'spook/; spo-ken 
/'spoukan/; speak-ing 

1 a [no obj] : to say words in order to express your thoughts, 
feelings, opinions, etc., to someone : to talk to someone ■ 
Have you two spoken since yesterday? ■ She and I spoke this 
morning. * He never speaks at the meetings. • Without speak¬ 
ing, she walked from the room. ■ They were speaking in Jap¬ 
anese. — often + to ■ We need to speak to our son’s teacher 
about his grades. ■ He spoke to the police through an inter¬ 
preter. ■ They spoke to each other in a whisper. — often + 
with in U.S. English ■ The coach refused to speak with the re¬ 
porters. ■ May I speak with you privately? ■ I spoke with him 
on the phone yesterday. — often used at the beginning of 
telephone conversations ■ “Hello. May I speak to Noah?” 
"Speaking." [=1 am Noah] • “Hello. This is Noah speaking." 
b [no obj] : to talk about a particular subject or person — of¬ 
ten + about or of ■ She spoke intelligently about the current 
political situation. ■ He still speaks o/his ex-wife with affec¬ 
tion. ■ The company is doing very well, financially speaking. 
[=is doing very well financially] C [no obj] : to say words to 
express yourself in a particular way ■ When I said you were 
my best friend, I was speaking sincerely. * Speaking personal¬ 
ly, I don’t think you should take the job. [=my personal opin¬ 
ion is that you should not take the job] ■ Generally speaking, 
people like her as a leader. [=people in general like her as a 
leader] ■ The restaurant isn’t too expensive, comparatively / 
relatively speaking. [=when compared to other restaurants] ■ 
Speaking as a student (myself). I'm concerned about the 
alarming increase in school violence, d [+ obj] : to say 
(something) to someone ■ She must be speaking the truth. ■ 
Not a word was spoken between them the whole time. ■ 
Don't be afraid to speak your mind. [=say what you think] ■ 
Do not speak a word of this to anyone else. [=do not tell any¬ 
one else anything about this] 

2 : to use your voice to say words [no obj] He has laryngitis 
and can’t speak. ■ You’re speaking too fast/loudly. ■ She 
speaks with a Southern accent. ■ I was so surprised I could 
hardly speak. • She got a speaking part/role in the play. [=she 
got a part/role for which she says words] ■ He has a very deep 
speaking voice. [=his voice is very deep when he speaks] 1+ 
obj] The singer speaks the last verse instead of singing it. 

3 [no obj] : to be willing to talk to someone after having a 
disagreement, fight, etc. ■ They haven’t spoken since the ar¬ 
gument two years ago. ■ Are they still not speaking ? ■ He 
apologized, so I’m speaking with/to him again. ■ They’re not 
on speaking terms. [=they’re not friendly and do not speak 
to each other] 

4 [+ obj] : to use (a particular language) to talk to someone ■ 
He can speak German and French. ■ English is widely spoken 
in many parts of the world. ■ We didn’t know what language 
they were speaking. ■ the Spanish-s/?eafa'«g population/world 
■ I can’t speak a word of French. [=1 do not know any 
French] 

5 [no obj] : to talk about something formally to a group of 
people : to make or give a speech ■ She was asked to speak at 
the conference. ■ He has a talent for speaking to large audi¬ 
ences. ■ While most of the senators spoke against tax increas¬ 
es, one senator spoke in favor of them. ■ I have a speaking en¬ 
gagement [=1 will be giving a speech] this evening. — see also 

PUBLIC SPEAKING 

actions speak louder than words see action 
in a manner of speaking see manner 
so to speak — used to indicate that you are using words in 
an unusual or figurative way rather than a literal way ■ We 
need to be all on the same wavelength, so to speak, 
speak for [phrasal verb] 1 speak for (someone) : to express 
the thoughts or opinions of (someone) ■ They chose him to 
speak for the group. ■ Speaking only for myself, I’m against 
the plan. [=I’m only expressing my own opinion when I say 
that I’m against the plan] ■ "We don’t want any dessert.” 
" Speak for yourself. I want some.” — often used figura¬ 
tively ■ I have nothing more to say. The facts speak for 
themselves. [=the facts clearly show what is true] 2 speak 
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for (something or someone ) chiefly US : to show that 
(something or someone) does or does not deserve to be 
praised, admired, etc. ■ It speaks well for [=vyay^ a lot for] 
the company that it donates so much money to local char¬ 
ities. ■ Her calm reaction to the crisis speaks well for her 
ability to perform under pressure. • The test results speak 
poorly for our school system. 3 be spoken for : to not be 
available because of already being claimed by someone 
else or in a relationship with someone else ■ I’m sorry. This 
seat is spoken for. ■ I can’t go out with you; I’m already spo¬ 
ken for. 

speak of [phrasal verb ] 1 speak of (someone or something) 
: to talk or write about (someone or something) : to men¬ 
tion (a subject) in speech or writing ■ Speaking of Jill, 
where is she? ■ It was the first time she spoke of going to 
law school. • She never speaks of her suffering during the 
war. ■ In the letter, he spoke of feeling ill. 2 speak of 
(something) : to indicate or suggest (something) ■ His dia¬ 
ries speak of a troubled mind. [=they show that he had a 
troubled mind] 3 speak of (someone or something) a 
: to talk about (someone or something) in a specified way ■ 
He spoke well/highly/favorably o/both job candidates, b 
chiefly US : to show that (someone or something) does or 
does not deserve to be praised, admired, etc. ■ The contin¬ 
ued success of the business speaks well of their judgment. 
[=shows that their judgment is good] ■ Her bad behavior 
speaks poorly of her upbringing. 
speak of the devil see devil 

speak out [phrasal verb ] : to speak freely and confidently 
about something : to express an opinion in an open way ■ 
She is never afraid to speak out on controversial issues. — 
often + against ■ Protesters spoke out against the decision. 
speak the same language see language 
speak up [phrasal verb] 1 : to speak loudly and clearly ■ 
“Speak up. I can't hear you.” 2 : to speak at a meeting, in 
a class, etc. ■ Seeing that no one was going to answer the 
teacher’s question, he decided to speak up. 3 : to speak 
freely and confidently about something : to express an 
opinion openly ■ Several of us decided to speak up about 
our working conditions. — often + for • She is always 
ready to speak up for animal rights. 
speak volumes see volume 
speak your mind see *mind 

to speak of : worth mentioning or noticing ■ There was no 
progress to speak of. 

synonyms speak and talk mean to express yourself by 
saying words, speak refers to anything that is said, wheth¬ 
er it is understood or not and whether it is heard or not. ■ 
What language are they speaking ? ■ She spoke to the class. 
talk suggests that there is a listener who understands 
what is said and often that both people do some speaking. ■ 
Do you have time to talk ? ■ We talked about school. _ 

-speak /,spi:k/ noun combining form — used to form words 
that refer to the special languages or words used for particu¬ 
lar activities or by particular groups ■ computenspeafc [=the 
language used by people talking about computers] • Califor- 
nia speak [=the type of language used by people in California] 

speak*easy /'spi:k,i:zi/ noun, pi -eas*ies [count] : a place 
where alcoholic drinks were sold illegally in the U.S. during 
the 1920s 

speak*er /*spi:k»/ noun, pi -ers 

1 l count] : someone who speaks a particular language ■ flu¬ 
ent speakers of French = fluent French speakers — see also 

NATIVE SPEAKER 

2 [count] : someone who talks about something to a group of 
people ■ I disagree with the last speaker. ■ He is an excellent 
public speaker. ■ She was invited to be a guest speaker [=to 
give a speech] at the conference. 

3 the Speaker : the person who controls the discussions in a 
legislature ■ She became the Speaker of the House (of Repre¬ 
sentatives). 

4 [count] : someone who is speaking ■ improper grammar 
used by a writer or speaker • The word “take” often indicates 
movement away from the speaker, while “bring" indicates 
movement toward the speaker. 

5 [count ]: the part of a radio, television, computer, etc., that 
changes electric signals into sound ■ I bought new speakers 
for my stereo system. — see picture at living room; see 
also LOUDSPEAKER 

speak*er*phOne /'spiik^foon/ noun, pi -phones chiefly 
US : a feature on a telephone that allows you to talk and lis¬ 
ten to someone without holding the receiver to your head 


[count] We used the speakerphone for the call so that every¬ 
one could hear what was said, [noncount] He put her on 
speakerphone so that everyone could hear what she said. 

1 spear Apia 1 / noun, pi spears [count] 

1 : a weapon that has a long straight handle and a sharp 
point ■ The hunters used spears. 

2 : a new part of a plant that is thin and pointed : a shoot or 
sprout of a plant ■ spears of grass ■ asparagus spears 

2 spear verb spears; speared; spear»ing [+ obj ]: to push a 
spear or other pointed object into (something) ■ spear a fish ■ 
She speared an olive with a toothpick. 

1 spearhead Api^ihed/ noun, pi -heads [count] : a person, 
thing, or group that organizes or leads something (such as a 
movement or attack) • Her book was the spearhead of the 
clean water movement. 

2 spearhead verb -heads; -head*ed; -heading [+ obj ]: to 
be the leader of (something, such as a political movement) ■ 
She spearheaded the campaign for better schools. ■ The 
movement was spearheaded by the teachers’ union, 
speanmint Apia 1 ,mint/ noun [noncount] : a plant that has a 
strong and pleasant flavor and smell and that is grown espe¬ 
cially for its oil 

spec /'spek/ noun, pi specs : a detailed description of work 
to be done or materials to be used in a project: specifica¬ 
tion [count] — usually plural ■ technical/design specs • 
products that conform to specs [noncount] ( US) ■ parts built 
according to spec 

on spec 1 : without having a definite buyer or customer 
but with the hope or expectation of finding one when 
work is completed ■ He built the house on spec. ■ She wrote 
the script on spec. 2 chiefly Brit : without being sure of 
success but with the hope of success ■ He wrote to the 
company on spec, hoping for a job. 

- see also specs 
1 SP^Cial /'spejal/ adj 

1 [more most ~]: different from what is normal or usual ■ 
This is a special case and I want you to handle it personally. ■ 
Only under special circumstances will you be allowed to re¬ 
take the test. ■ Is there any special [= particular] reason why 
you’re not coming?; especially : unusual in a good way : bet¬ 
ter or more important than others ■ Your many years of ser¬ 
vice put you in a special category. ■ Why should you receive 
any special treatment? • It takes a special quality to do what 
he did. • This is a very special occasion. ■ Are you doing any¬ 
thing special over the holidays? ■ The movie was nothing spe¬ 
cial. [=was not particularly good] • We have a special guest 
tonight—the mayor. 

2 [more most ~]: especially important or loved ■ a special 
friend ■ No one is more special to me than my wife. ■ He al¬ 
ways made her feel special. • He holds a special place in her 
heart. 

3 always used before a noun a : more than is usual ■ Pay 
special attention to the last paragraph. • Take special care on 
the way down the stairs. ■ They showed special concern for 
the children. ■ The report places special emphasis on new 
technology, b : additional or extra • a special edition of a 
newspaper ■ He won’t tell us the special ingredient in his sal¬ 
ad dressing. ■ This camera has a special feature that lets you 
take panoramic views. 

4 always used before a noun : relating to or intended for a 
particular purpose ■ a special diet ■ He was on special assign¬ 
ment for the government. ■ special election coverage ■ I was 
given special orders not to let you in. ■ To clean the oven, I 
had to wear special gloves. [=a particular kind of glove] ■ Do 
you have any special instructions for the babysitter? ■ a spe¬ 
cial correspondent/prosecutor 

2 special noun, pi -cials [count] 

1 : a television or radio program that is not part of a regular 
series ■ a one-hour special on whales ■ an after-school special 

2 : a meal that is not on a restaurant’s usual menu ■ Today’s 
lunch special is chili. ■ The specials are on the board. 

3 : sale 2 ■ They were having a special on paper towels so I 
stocked up. 

handyman’s special see handyman 

on special US : selling at a price that is lower than usual 
: on sale ■ Pork chops are on special [=(Brit) on special of- 
fer\ this week. 

special agent noun, pi ^ agents [count] : an agent who 
works for the FBI 

Special Air Service noun [noncount]: sas 
Special Branch noun [noncount]: the department of the 
British police force that deals with political crimes and ter- 
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rorism ■ Officers from Special Branch are investigating the 
case. 

Special character noun, pi ~ -tors [count] : a symbol 
used in writing, typing, etc., that represents something other 
than a letter or number ■ The symbol § is a special character. 

Special delivery noun [noncount] : a special service that 
delivers mail more quickly than usual for an extra fee ■ She 
sent him a letter by special delivery. 

Special education noun [noncount] : classes for children 
who have special needs because of physical or learning prob¬ 
lems — called also special ed 

special effect noun, pi ~ -fects [count] : an image or 
sound that is created in television, radio, or movies to repre¬ 
sent something real (such as an explosion) or imaginary 
(such as a monster) — usually plural ■ The movie is worth 
seeing just for the spectacular special effects. 

Special forces noun [plural] : a part of an army made up 
of soldiers specially trained to fight against enemies (such as 
guerrilla forces or terrorists) who do not belong to a regular 
army 

Special interest noun, pi ~ -ests [count] chiefly US \ a 
group that tries to influence the people who run a govern¬ 
ment in order to help a particular business, cause, industry, 
etc. — often plural ■ The congressmen were accused of sell¬ 
ing out to special interests. ■ contributions made by special in¬ 
terests — often used before another noun • special interest 
money/politics ■ the influence of special Interest groups 

spe*ClaMsm /'spe/ajlizam/ noun, pi 'isms [count] Brit : a 
particular subject or area of study or practice ■ The profes¬ 
sor's specialism [-specialty ] is labor law. — often + in ■ a doc¬ 
tor whose specialism [specialty, specialization] is in blood 
disorders [=a doctor who specializes in blood disorders] ■ an 
accounting firm with a specialism in corporate mergers 

spe*cial*ist /'spe/alist I noun.pl -Ists [count] 

1 a : a person who has special knowledge and skill relating 
to a particular job, area of study, etc. : expert ■ She con¬ 
sulted a marketing specialist when she decided to go into 
business. ■ child development specialists ■ He’s a specialist in 
international law. [=he specializes in international law] 

— compare generalist b : a doctor who deals with 
health problems that relate to a specific area of medicine ■ 
He saw a specialist for his foot problem. ■ a leading cancer 
specialist ■ a skin specialist — compare general practi¬ 
tioner 

2 : a rank in the U.S. Army that is above the rank of private 
and below the rank of corporal 

— specialist adj, always used before a noun ■ specialist pub¬ 
lications 

specialist shop noun, pi - shops [count] Brit : special¬ 
ty SHOP 

spe*Ci«al*i«ty /(Speji'feteti/ noun.pl -ties [count] chiefly Brit 
: SPECIALTY 

spe*ciaMze also Brit spe*claMse /'spe/adaiz/ verb -lz- 
es; -Ized; -lz*lng [no obj] : to limit your business or area of 
study to one specific subject ■ Some carpenters do a wide 
range of jobs, while others specialize. — usually + in ■ My 
mechanic specializes in repairing foreign cars. 

— spe*claM>za*tlon also Brit spe*claM*sa*tlon /.spc/s- 
b'zeijan, Brit ^pejajai'zeijan/ noun, pi -tlons [non¬ 
count] a law firm whose area of specialization is family law 
[count] She studies government with a specialization in for¬ 
eign policy. 

specialized also Brit specialised adj [more most —] 
: made or used for one particular purpose, job, place, etc. ■ 
specialized regions of the brain ■ specialized gear for deep-sea 
fishing ■ a specialized habitat • specialized knowledge/skills 

spe-claMy /'spefali/ adv 

1 : for a special purpose : specifically ■ dresses made spe¬ 
cially for a wedding ■ The speech was written specially for the 
occasion. ■ The room was specially designed to be used as a 
library. • specially trained troops 

2 : to a special or unusual degree : particularly or especially 
■ I was specially pleased with your gift. ■ people who are not 
specially gifted 

3 [more most ~]: in a special manner ■ I don’t want to be 
treated specially. 

Special needs noun [plural] : mental, emotional, or physi¬ 
cal problems in a child that require a special setting for edu¬ 
cation ■ a child with special needs — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ special-needs students ■ a special-needs teacher 
[=a teacher who teaches children with special needs] ■ a 
special-needs classroom 


Special offer noun, pi ~ -fers [count] : a product that is 
being sold for less than its usual price or the act of selling 
something for less than the usual price ■ Shoppers will be 
able to take advantage of special offers after the holidays. ■ 
{Brit) Fresh turkeys are on special offer [={US) on special] 
this week. 

Special school noun, pi ~ schools [count] : a school for 
children who have physical or mental problems 
spe-clai-ty /'spe/alti/ noun, pi -ties [count] US 

1 : something that a person or place is known for making or 
producing very well • Eggs are my dad’s specialty. [-{Brit) 
speciality] • Buttermilk pie is a Southern specialty. 

2 : an area of study or business that a person specializes in 
or has special knowledge of ■ a doctor whose specialty 
[-{Brit) speciality] is skin problems 

specialty shop noun, pi ~ shops [count] US : a shop that 
sells one type of thing • a cheese specialty shop 
spe*cles /'spijiz/ noun.pl species [count] 

1 biology : a group of animals or plants that are similar and 
can produce young animals or plants : a group of related an¬ 
imals or plants that is smaller than a genus ■ There are ap¬ 
proximately 8,000 species of ants. ■ All European domestic 
cattle belong to the same species. ■ laws that protect endan¬ 
gered/threatened species — see also subspecies 

2 : a particular group of things or people that belong togeth¬ 
er or have some shared quality ■ the different species [=kinds. 
types] of criminals 

Spe«ClMc /spi'sifik/ adj [more most ~] 

1 always used before a noun : special or particular • Is there 
anything specific you want for dinner? ■ There is a specific 
word for this kind of feeling. ■ a bird species that requires a 
specific environment ■ We were each given a specific topic to 
talk about. 

2 : clearly and exactly presented or stated : precise or exact ■ 
The doctor gave the patient specific instructions on how to 
care for the wound. • Can you be more specific ? What exact¬ 
ly did the policeman say? ■ He gave her a ring—or, to be 
more specific, he gave her an engagement ring. ■ She was 
very specific —you have to use a certain kind of tomato in 
the sauce. ■ Give specific examples. ■ Do you have a specific 
[-certain] date in mind for your party? 

3 a : relating to a particular person, situation, etc. ■ an edu¬ 
cation plan specific to each student’s interests and abilities ■ 
problems specific to this one housing project ■ a tax regula¬ 
tion specific to this kind of business b technical : having a 
particular function or effect • highly specific antibodies ■ an 
antibiotic that is specific to/for the organism that causes the 
disease — see also specifics 

spe*Clf*i*Cal*iy /sp^sifikli/ adv [more most 

1 : in a definite and exact way ■ The report specifically names 
two companies that were involved. ■ I specifically told her 
not to bother you. ■ Knead the bread dough for several min¬ 
utes, or, more specifically , until it forms a smooth ball. 

2 — used to indicate the exact purpose or use of something ■ 
The show is aimed specifically at a female audience. • The 
new rules apply specifically to situations like this. • furniture 
designed specifically for outdoor use 

speC*l«fl*Ca*tlon /^pesafa'keijan/ noun, pi -tlons [count] 
: a detailed description of work to be done or materials to be 
used in a project: an instruction that says exactly how to do 
or make something — usually plural ■ the architect’s specifi¬ 
cations for a new building ■ The equipment will be manufac¬ 
tured to your specifications. 

Specific gravity noun [noncount] technical : a measure¬ 
ment that indicates how dense a substance is by comparing it 
to the density of water ■ determining the specific gravity of a 
mineral 

spec*l»flc*l«ty Aspesa'fisati/ noun [noncount] formal : the 
quality of being specific ■ I was impressed by the specificity of 
her instructions. 

spe*cif'ics /spi'sifiks/ noun [plural] : the specific facts or 
details that relate to something • While avoiding specifics, he 
made it pretty clear that the presentation was full of flaws. ■ 
I’d like to know the specifics [-particulars] of your plan. ■ 
Let’s get down to specifics. 

specify /'sp£S3,fai/ verb -fles; -fled; -fy*lng [+ obj] : to 
name or mention (someone or something) exactly and clear¬ 
ly : to be specific about (something) ■ Can you specify the 
cause of the argument? ■ Specify the color and quantity 
when you order. • He clearly specified California wine. ■ The 
instructions do not specify what kind of screws to use. ■ All 
subscriptions are for one year unless otherwise specified. • At 
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the specified time, we rang the bell. ■ She agreed to the terms 
specified in the contract. 

specimen /'spesaman/ noun, pi -mens [count] 

1 a : something (such as an animal or plant) collected as an 
example of a particular kind of thing ■ a museum specimen 
b : a small amount or piece of something that can be tested 
or examined ■ a urine/blood specimen [= sample ] 

2 a : a notable example of something ■ The church is a mag¬ 
nificent specimen of baroque architecture, b humorous : an 
example of a type of person ■ Her dance partner is a superb 
physical specimen. ■ fine specimens of manhood 

Spe*Ci0US /'spi.Jas/ adj [more most ~] formal : falsely 
appearing to be fair, just, or right : appearing to be true but 
actually false ■ a specious argument ■ He justified his actions 
with specious reasoning. 

- spe*ciouS'ly adv, formal - spe-cious-ness noun [non¬ 
count] formal ■ the speciousness of his reasoning 

speck /'spck/ noun, pi specks [count] 

1 : a very small piece or spot ■ There was not a speck of dust 
anywhere. ■ Soon the balloon was only a speck in the sky. 

2 : a very small amount: bit ■ She writes without a speck of 
humor. 

specked /'spekt/ ad) : marked with many small spots ■ 
bread specked with black pepper ■ paint specked pants 
speck*le /'spckal/ noun, pi speck-les [count] : a small 
mark of color ■ a ripe banana with lots of brown speckles 
speck*led /'spekald/ acfi [more most ~] : covered with 
many small marks ■ speckled trout ■ a gold -speckled scarf 
specs /'spcks/ noun [plural] informal : glasses or spectacles ■ 
I have to wear my specs when I drive. — see also spec 
spec*ta*cle Apektikal/ noun, pi -ta*cles 

1 [count] : a very impressive show ■ a giant film spectacle ■ a 
Broadway spectacle 

2 [count] : something that attracts attention because it is 
very unusual or very shocking — usually singular ■ The pho¬ 
to exhibit was quite a spectacle. ■ She hoped the situation 
would not become a spectacle. 

3 spectacles [plural] old-fashioned : glasses ■ He peered 
through his spectacles. 

make a spectacle of yourself: to do something in front of 
other people that is very embarrassing ■ You made a spec¬ 
tacle of yourself at the party. 
rose-colored spectacles see rose-colored 
spec*ta*cled /'spektikald/ adj : wearing glasses ■ The spec¬ 
tacled [=» bespectacled] clerks bent over their account books. 
spec*tac*u*lar /spck'taikjaW adj [more most ~]: caus¬ 
ing wonder and admiration : very impressive ■ a spectacular 
sunset ■ a spectacular play in a football game ■ The stock 
market has made a spectacular [^sensational] recovery. ■ 
spectacular [^thrilling] aerial photography ■ The autumn foli¬ 
age was spectacular. 

— spec*tac*u*lar-ly adv ■ He played spectacularly. ■ a spec¬ 
tacularly successful novel ■ The new system failed spectac¬ 
ularly. [=it was a complete failure] 

spec*tate Apck,teit/ verb -tates; -tat*ed; -tat-ing [no obj] 

: to watch something (such as a sports event) ■ She no longer 
participates in sports but merely spectates. [=she is just a 
spectator] 

spec-ta-tor ApcMeita 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] : a person 
who watches an event, show, game, activity, etc., often as 
part of an audience ■ The spectators lining the road cheered 
the racers on. ■ The accident attracted a large crowd of spec¬ 
tators. ■ I wasn’t a participant in the preparations, merely a 
spectator. 

spectator sport noun, pi ~ sports [count] 

1 : a sport (such as football, baseball, ice hockey, etc.) that 
many people watch ■ People generally don’t think of sailboat 
racing as a spectator sport. 

2 : something that people watch other people do without be¬ 
coming involved themselves ■ For many, politics has become 
a spectator sport. 

spec*ter (US) or chiefly Brit spec-tre /'spcktaV noun, pi 
-ters [count] literary : a ghost or spirit of a dead person ■ 
“Ghost of the Future,” he exclaimed, “I fear you more than 
any spectre I have seen ..." —Charles Dickens, A Christmas 
Carol (1867) 

the specter of (something) : something bad that might 
happen in the future ■ a nation alarmed/haunted by the 
specter of famine/war ■ News of the disease raised the 
specter of [=made people worry about] a possible plague, 
spectra plural of spectrum 
spec*tral /'spcktral/ adj 


1 literary : of, relating to, or suggesting a ghost: ghostly ■ a 
spectral figure 

2 technical : of, relating to, or made by a spectrum ■ spectral 
lines 

spec-tro-scope ApEktra,skoup/ noun, pi -scopes 
[count] technical : a device that is used to measure the prop¬ 
erties of light 

— specdro-scop-ic /.spcktra'skcupik/ adj ■ spectroscopic 
analysis — spec*tros*co*py /spek'traiskapi/ noun, pi 
-pies [count] ■ infrared/laser spectroscopy 

spec-trum /'spcktram/ noun, pi spec*tra /'spektra/ or 
spec*trums [count] 

1 a : the group of colors that a ray of light can be separated 
into including red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo, and 
violet : the colors that can be seen in a rainbow ■ beautiful 
scarves in all the colors of the spectrum b technical: an en¬ 
tire range of light waves, radio waves, etc. 

2 : a complete range of different opinions, people, etc. ■ 
reaching voters across the political spectrum [=voters with all 
the different political beliefs that people have] — often + of m 
the whole spectrum of emotions ■ The city’s populations rep¬ 
resent a broad/wide spectrum of society. 

spec*u*late Apckja,leit/ verb -lates; -lat*ed; -lat*ing 

1 : to think about something and make guesses about it: to 
form ideas or theories about something usually when there 
are many things not known about it [no obj] She could only 
speculate about/on her friend’s motives. ■ He speculated as to 
whether she would come. ■ We don’t know what happened— 
we can only speculate. [+ obj] — + that • Scientists speculate 
that the illness is caused by a virus. 

2 [no obj] : to invest money in ways that could produce a 
large profit but that also involve a lot of risk ■ speculating on 
the stock market 

— spec*u*la*tor /'spckja^eita 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] • a 
land speculator ■ a Wall Street speculator 

spec*U*la*tion /.spekja'lei/an/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : ideas or guesses about something that is not known 
[noncount] He dismissed their theories as mere speculation. ■ 
The book is just a lot of idle speculation about the future. ■ 
There is speculation that he will run for president again. 
[=some people think that he might run for president again] 
[count] Her speculations leave many questions unanswered. 

2 [ noncount ] : activity in which someone buys and sells 
things (such as stocks or pieces of property) in the hope of 
making a large profit but with the risk of a large loss ■ He lost 
everything in foolish land speculation. 

spec*u*la*tive /'spekjalativ/ adj 

1 a : based on guesses or ideas about what might happen or 
be true rather than on facts ■ His conclusions are highly/ 
purely speculative, b : tending to think about what might 
happen or be true : tending to speculate ■ a writer with a 
speculative mind c : showing curiosity or uncertainty ■ She 
gave him a speculative glance. [=she looked at him in a way 
that showed she was thinking/wondering about him] 

2 : involving financial risk : of or relating to financial activ¬ 
ity that could result in either a large profit or a large loss ■ a 
speculative boom in housing construction ■ speculative deals 

— spec>U'la*tive*ly adv ■ The question can only be an¬ 
swered speculatively. ■ She eyed him speculatively. 

sped past tense and past participle o/ 2 speed 
Speech Apiitf/ noun, pi speech-es 
A [count ]: a spoken expression of ideas, opinions, etc., that is 
made by someone who is speaking in front of a group of peo¬ 
ple ■ She has to make/give/deliver a speech at the conven¬ 
tion. ■ a graduation speech about/on embracing future chal¬ 
lenges ■ He kept revising his speech [=the words that he had 
written for his speech] right up until the last minute. ■ She 
thanked us in her acceptance speech. i=a speech given by 
someone receiving an award or prize] — see also stump 
speech 

2 [noncount] : the ability to speak ■ 1 was so flustered that I 
momentarily lost the power of speech. ■ She has a mild 
speech impediment. [=a condition that makes it difficult to 
speak normally] ■ They fought for freedom of speech. = 
They fought for the right to/of free speech. [=they fought 
for the legal right to express their opinions freely] 

3 [noncount] : spoken language ■ Slang is used mostly in in¬ 
formal/casual speech. ■ Many words are more common in 
speech than in writing. 

4 [noncount] : the manner or style of speaking that is used by 
a particular person or group • His speech was slurred. ■ local/ 
regional speech patterns 
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5 [count] : a group of lines spoken by a character in a play ■ I 
get to perform one of the best speeches in the play. 

- see also figure of speech, part of speech 
speech day noun, pi ~ days [count] Brit : an event held 

once a year in some British schools at which prizes are 
awarded to students and speeches are given 
speech-ify /'spi:tf3,fai/ verb -ifies; -ifled; -ify-ing [no obj ] 
informal + disapproving : to make a speech especially in a 
way that is boring, annoying, etc. ■ We had to listen to him 
speechify about what a wonderful governor he would be. 

- speechifying noun [noncount] ■ The political speechify¬ 
ing has begun. 

speechless /'spiitfbs/ adj : unable to speak because of 
anger, surprise, etc. ■ I was speechless with shock/anger. • 
Your story left me speechless. 

Speech therapy noun [noncount] : treatment or therapy 
to help people who have speech problems learn to pro¬ 
nounce words correctly 

- speech therapist noun, pi ~ -pists [count] 
speech*writ*er /'spktf^aita 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a per¬ 
son whose job is to write speeches that are given by someone 
else (such as a politician) • She is the President’s principal 
speechwriter. 

1 speed /'spi:d/ noun, pi speeds 

1 : the rate at which someone or something moves or travels 
[noncount] The trucks gain/gather speed as they drive down 
the hill. = The trucks pick up speed as they drive down the 
hill. [=the trucks go faster as they drive down the hill] ■ This 
instrument measures wind speed. • He was running af full/top 
speed. [=as fast as possible] ■ The machine was operating at 
hlgh/medlum/low speed. • traveling at nearly the speed of 
llght/sound [count] Under the right conditions the car can 
reach speeds over 200 miles an hour. ■ The vehicle main¬ 
tained a speed of 40 miles per hour. 

2 : the rate at which something happens or is done [non- 
count] The work was done with remarkable speed. • They ate 
their lunch at lightning speed. [=extremely quickly] [count] 
This computer works at a much faster processing speed than 
my old one. ■ He types at a speed of about 50 words per 
minute. = His typing speed is about 50 words per minute. 

3 [noncount] : the quality of being quick ■ The machine 
chops up tree branches and leaves with speed and ease. 

4 [count] photography a : a measurement that indicates 
how quickly film reacts to light and that is expressed as a 
number (such as 100 or 200) 1 200 speed film b : the time 
during which a camera’s shutter is open ■ faster/slower shut¬ 
ter speeds 

5 [count] : a gear in a vehicle or bicycle ■ a three-speed bicy¬ 
cle ■ Her old car has four speeds. 

6 [noncount] informal : an illegal drug that makes a person 
feel more excited and full of energy • He was high on speed, 
at speed chiefly Brit: very quickly : at a fast speed ■ He ran 

at speed out of the room. 
full speed ahead see 1 full 

up to speed : having the latest information about some¬ 
thing • Everyone here is up to speed. ■ Let me bring you up 
to speed on our plans. [=let me tell you about the changes 
in our plans] : having the knowledge that is needed to do 
or understand something ■ It will take some time for the 
new secretary to get up to speed. [=to learn the job] 
2 speed verb speeds; sped /'sped/ or speed*ed; speed¬ 
ing 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] \ to 
move fast ■ A group of kids sped past us on their bikes. ■ 
They jumped in the car and sped/speeded away. ■ A car was 
speeding down/up the street. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj\ : to 
move (someone or something) somewhere very quickly ■ An 
ambulance sped her to the hospital. 

3 [no obj] : to drive faster than the legal speed limit ■ I got 
pulled over twice last month because I was speeding on the 
highway. ■ Don’t speed. 

4 [+ obj] somewhat formal : to cause (an action, movement, 
process, etc.) to happen faster ■ We kept the plants under ar¬ 
tificial lights at night to speed their growth. ■ Is there any¬ 
thing we can do to speed the process (along)? 

speed up [phrasal verb] speed up or speed up (something or 
someone) or speed (something or someone) up : to be¬ 
come faster or to make (something or someone) faster ■ I 
hate it when cars speed up [=,accelerate] while you’re trying 
to pass them. ■ The work has been slow so far but it should 
speed up soon. ■ They add another chemical to the photo 


developer to speed up the process. ■ I’m afraid there’s noth¬ 
ing you can do to speed things up. • They’re working too 
slowly. How can we speed them up? — see also speedup 
speed-boat /'spi:d,bout/ noun, pi -boats [count] : a motor- 
boat that can go very fast 

speed bump noun, pi ~~ bumps [count] : a low raised 
ridge across a road or parking lot that causes people to drive 
more slowly — called also (Brit) speed hump 
speed demon noun, pi ~~ -mons [count] chiefly US, infor¬ 
mal : someone or something that moves or works very fast ■ 
The new cook is a regular speed demon. ■ This computer is a 
real speed demon compared with/to my old computer, 
speed dial noun [noncount] chiefly US : a feature on some 
telephones that allows a person to call certain phone num¬ 
bers quickly by pressing only one button ■ a phone with 
speed dial ■ I have you on speed dial. = I have your number 
on speed dial. 

- speed-dial verb -dials; -dialed; -dialing [+ obj] chiefly 
US ■ I’ve added your number to my phone so I can speed- 
dial you now. 

speed-er /*sp\:d&/ noun, pi -ers [count] : someone who 
drives faster than the legal speed limit • The cops were out 
ticketing speeders yesterday. 

speed hump noun, pi ~~ humps [count] Brit : speed 

BUMP 

Speeding noun [noncount] : the offense of driving faster 
than the legal speed limit ■ I got a ticket for speeding. 
Speeding ticket noun, pi ~ -ets [count]: a piece of paper 
that a police officer gives to someone who was driving too 
fast and that indicates a fine that the driver will have to pay ■ 
I got a speeding ticket and a Si50 fine, 
speed limit noun, pi ~~ -its [count] : the highest speed at 
which you are allowed to drive on a particular road ■ The 
speed limit here is 55 mph. ■ She got a ticket for breaking/ex¬ 
ceeding the speed limit. 

speed«om*e*ter /spi'dccmata 1 / noun, pi -ters [count] : an 
instrument in a car, truck, etc., that indicates how fast the 
vehicle is going — called also (Brit) speedo /'spi:dou/; see pic¬ 
ture at car; compare odometer, tachometer 
speed-read-ing /'spi:d,ri:dio/ noun [noncount] : a meth¬ 
od of reading something very quickly 
-speed-read verb -reads; -read; -reading [+ obj] ■ I 
speed-read the book in one night, 
speed Skating noun [noncount] : the sport of racing on ice 
skates 

- speed skater noun, pi ~~ -ers [count] 

Speed-Ster /'spkdsta 1 / noun, pi -sters [count] : someone or 

something that moves or works very fast ■ She drives a 
sporty little speedster. ■ The team has a couple of talented 
speedsters. 

speed trap noun, pi ~~ traps [count] : an area of road 
where police hide from drivers and use special equipment to 
catch people who are driving too fast 
Speed-up /'spi:d,Ap/ noun, pi -ups : an increase in the 
speed or rate of something [count] — usually singular ■ 
Economists are worried about a possible speedup in/of infla¬ 
tion. [noncount] I’d like to see some speedup in the selection 
process. — see also speed up at 2 speed 
speed-way /'spi:d,wei/ noun, pi -ways 

1 [count] chiefly US : a track where cars or motorcycles race 

2 [noncount] Brit : the sport of racing motorcycles on a spe¬ 
cial track 

speedy /'spi:di/a<# speed-l-er; -est 

1 : moving or able to move quickly : fast or quick ■ a speedy 
car/boat 

2 : happening quickly ■ a speedy process ■ They wished her a 
speedy recovery. 

- Speed-i-ly /'spkdsli/ adv ■ They worked speedily and effi¬ 
ciently. " We must move speedily to address the problem. 
— speed’l-ness /'spkdinas/ noun [noncount] 

1 Spell /'spcl/ verb spells; spelled or chiefly Brit spelt 
/'spelt/; spell-lng chiefly US 

1 a : to say, write, or print the letters of (a word or name) [+ 
obj] How do you spell your last name? ■ You spelled “catas¬ 
trophe” wrong. ■ “Foggy” is spelled with two g’s. — some¬ 
times + out ■ Please spell out your full name, [no obj] He 
doesn’t spell very well, b [+ obj] — used to indicate the let¬ 
ters that form a particular word ■ S-ON spells “son.” 

2 [+ obj] : to have or lead to (a particular result or effect) " 
Her boss’s resignation spelled the end to her troubles. [=her 
troubles ended when her boss resigned] • The amount of 
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planning you do could spell [ =mean ] the difference between 
success and failure. ■ Their carelessness could spell trouble/ 
disaster for all of us. 

spell out [phrasal verb ] spell (something) out or spell out 
(something) 1 : to explain the details of (something) 
clearly ■ The contract spelled out the terms of his employ¬ 
ment. ■ She didn’t get the hint, so he had to spell it out for 
her. 2 : to write out (something) in complete words in¬ 
stead of using a number, an abbreviation, etc. ■ When ad¬ 
dressing the invitations, spell out “street," “road," etc. ■ On 
this line you need to spell out the dollar amount. — see 
also 1 spell 1 (above) 

— compare 3 spell 

2 spell noun, pi spells 

1 [count] a : a group of secret words that are believed to 
have magic power ■ He said a magic spell of protection, b 
: magic that is performed by saying a group of secret words ■ 
In the story, the witch casts a spell on/over the children. ■ 
Drinking the potion will break the spell. [=end the magic] ■ 
She felt like she was under a spell. [=affected by magic] 

2 [ singular ]: a quality that attracts or influences someone or 
something in a powerful or seemingly magical way ■ The 
sound of the phone ringing broke the spell of the music. ■ 
Many people think she has fallen under his spell, but I think 
she knows what she's doing. 

— compare 4 spell 

3 spell verb spells; spelled; spell-ing [+ obf\ chiefly US : to 
take the place of (another person who has been working or 
doing something for a period of time) : to take over for 
(someone) ■ When they’re taking care of their grandson, they 
spell [-relieve] each other throughout the day. — compare 
'spell 

4 spell noun, pi spells [count] 

1 : a short period of time usually marked by a particular ac¬ 
tivity or condition ■ a dizzy/fainting spell ■ I’m tired and need 
to sit down for a spell. ■ It looks like we’re in for a spell of 
rainy weather. ■ The flowers died during a dry/cold spell. I=a 
period of dry/cold weather] 

2 : a period spent doing a job or duty • After a spell as an ed¬ 
itor she went back to teaching. 

— compare 2 spell 

spell'bind-ing /'spehbamdig/ adj : holding your attention 
completely : extremely interesting, entertaining, etc. ■ I 
found her performance spellbinding, [-fascinating, riveting] • 
He’s a spellbinding speaker. 

Spellbound /'spel,baund/ adj : giving all of your attention 
and interest to something or someone ■ The children were 
spellbound by the puppet show. ■ She’s a storyteller that will 
hold/keep you spellbound. 

spell-check /'spel.tfek/ verb -checks; -checked; 
-checking [+ obj] : to use a computer program (called a 
spell-checker) to find and correct spelling errors in (some¬ 
thing you have written) ■ I spell-checked my homework, 
spell—check-er /'sp£l l tfcka>/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a com¬ 
puter program that finds and corrects misspelled words in 
documents, e-mail, etc. — called also spell-check, spelling 
checker 

spell-er /'spela 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who spells 
words in a particular way ■ She is a bad/good speller. [=she is 
bad/good at spelling words] 
spell-ing /'spelii)/ noun, pi -ings 

1 [noncount] : the act of forming of words from letters ■ He’s 
very good at spelling. = His spelling is very good. [=he spells 
words correctly] — often used before another noun • Make 
sure there are no spelling mistakes/errors in the application. 
■ The students have a spelling test every Friday. 

2 [count] : the way in which a word is correctly spelled ■ The 
American spelling is “color” while the British spelling is “co¬ 
lour.” ■ The words "made” and "maid” sound alike but have 
different spellings. 


spelling bee noun, pi ~ bees [count] chiefly US : a contest 
in which contestants spell words aloud and are removed 
from the contest when they spell a word wrong 
spelling checker noun, pi — ers [count ]: spell-check¬ 
er 


Spelt chiefly Brit past tense and past participle of 1 spell 
spe-lunk-er /spi'lAgka'/ noun, pi -ers [count] US : a person 
who explores and studies caves as a hobby — called also 
caver 

spe-lunk-ing /spi'lAijkiij/ noun [noncount] US : the sport 
or practice of exploring or studying caves ■ Her hobbies in¬ 


clude hiking, biking, and spelunking. ■ They love to go spe¬ 
lunking. — called also caving 

spend /'spend/verb spends; spent /'spent/; spend-ing 

1 : to use (money) to pay for something 1+ obj] I spent $30 
on his birthday gift. ■ They spend a lot on clothes and cars. ■ 1 
want to buy a new car, but I don’t have much money to 
spend. ■ This computer wasn’t cheap, but it was money well 
spent. I=it was worth its price] [no obj] Her willingness to 
spend freely made her popular among her friends. ■ He 
spends lavishly on vacations. 

2 [+ obj] : to allow (time) to pass in a particular place or 
while doing a particular activity ■ I spent my summer at the 
beach. ■ She spent eight months living in New York City. ■ 
Relaxing with friends is a great way to spend a weekend. ■ 
Our cat spends most of his time sleeping. ■ Too much of my 
time is spent arguing with customers. 

3 [+ obj] \ to use (energy or effort) to do something ■ She 
spends far too much energy worrying about her daughter. ■ I 
wish he spent as much (of his) effort/energy on studying as 
he does on video games. ■ Our energy/effort(s) would be bet¬ 
ter spent (in) solving the problem rather than just complain¬ 
ing about it. 

spend the night If you sleep at a place for a night, you 
spend the night there. ■ After the party she was too drunk to 
drive so she spent the night. ■ They spent the night at her 
brother’s. If you spend the night with someone, or if you 
and someone else spend the night together, you stay with 
someone overnight and have sex with that person. ■ We 
spent the night together. ■ I spent the night with her/him. 
Spend-er /'spends/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who 
spends money ■ The restaurant gives the big spenders ^peo¬ 
ple who spend lots of money] special treatment. 

Spending noun [noncount] : the money that is spent espe¬ 
cially by a government or organization ■ government/feder¬ 
al/public spending ■ They have proposed cuts in military/de¬ 
fense spending. 

Spending money noun [noncount] : extra money that you 
can spend on whatever you want ■ She earned spending mon¬ 
ey at an after-school job. 

Spend-thrift /'spend,8nft/ noun.pl -thrifts [count] : a per¬ 
son who spends money in a careless or wasteful way 

— spendthrift adj ■ their spendthrift way of life 
Spent /'spent/ adj 

1 : used up and no longer useful ■ spent nuclear fuel ■ ( chiefly 
Brit ) He was once one of the most powerful men in the gov¬ 
ernment, but now he’s largely a spent force. [=he no longer 
has the power or influence he once had] 

2 somewhat formal: tired and drained of energy ■ By the end 
of the race I was completely spent, [-exhausted] 

sperm /'spam/ noun, pi sperm also sperms biology 

1 [count] : a cell that is produced by the male sexual organs 
and that combines with the female’s egg in reproduction ■ 
The sperm fertilizes the egg. ■ a man with a low sperm count 
[=a man whose body produces few active sperm] — called 
also spermatozoon, sperm cell 

2 [noncount] : fluid that is produced by the male sexual or¬ 
gans which contains sperm cells : semen 

Sper-ma-tO-ZO-Ofl /spa^mseta'zoUiain/ noun, pi -zoa 
/-'zowa/1 count] biology : sperm 1 
sperm bank noun, pi ~~ banks [count] : a place where 
sperm are collected, stored, and then used to help women 
become pregnant 

sperm cell noun, pi ~ cells [count] biology : sperm 1 
Sperm donor noun, pi ~ -nors [count] : a man who gives 
his sperm usually to a sperm bank so that it can be used to 
help women get pregnant 

sper-mi-cide /'spama^aid/ noun, pi -cides [count, non¬ 
count] : a substance that is used to kill sperm in order to pre¬ 
vent pregnancy 

— sper-mi-cid-al /,spa , m3 l said3l/ adj • a spermicidal gel 
sperm whale noun, pi — whales [count] : a type of whale 

that has a very large head and is hunted for its fat and oil 
spew /'spju:/ verb spews; spewed; spew-ing 

1 a always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
flow out of something in a fast and forceful way ■ Exhaust 
spewed out of the car. ■ Smoke and ashes spewed from the 
volcano, b [+ obj] : to cause (something) to flow out in a 
fast and forceful way ■ The volcano spewed hot ash. ■ The 
faucet started spewing dirty water. — often used figuratively 
■ They spewed (out) an endless stream of questions. ■ He 
spewed insults at his critics. 

2 informal : 'vomit [no obj] The dog spewed (up) all over 
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the rug. [+ obj] The dog spewed vomit on the rug. 

SPF Aes^ir'ef/ noun : a number that indicates how well a 
cream, lotion, etc., protects your skin from the sun [. singu¬ 
lar 1 a sunscreen with an SPF of 15 [noncount] a sunscreen 
with SPF 15 — called also sun protection factor 
sphag-num /'sfcegnam/ noun [noncount]: peat moss 
sphere /'sfia-/ noun, pi spheres [count] 

1 a : a round object: globe ■ a glass sphere b geometn> : a 
three-dimensional shape that looks like a ball ■ All points on 
a sphere are the same distance from the center. — see pic¬ 
ture at GEOMETRY 

2 somewhat formal: an area of influence or activity ■ Wom¬ 
en at that time were confined to the domestic sphere. ■ They 
recognize that jobs in the public/private sphere are valuable. 
■ The region has moved back and forth between Spanish and 
Portuguese spheres of influence. [=has been under the con¬ 
trol or influence of Spain and Portugal at different times] 

Spheni'Cal /"sfinksl, 'sfenkal/ adj : having the shape of a 
sphere : round ■ a spherical object 
spher-oid /‘sfia^oid, 'sfea^oid/ noun, pi -oids [count] tech¬ 
nical : an object that is somewhat round but not perfectly 
round 

sphincter /‘sfiqkta 1 / noun, pi -ters [count] medical : a ring- 
shaped muscle that surrounds a body opening and that can 
tighten to close the opening 

sphinx or Sphinx /‘sfiqks/ noun, pi sphinx»es or 
Sphinx-es [count] in ancient Greek and Egyptian stories : a 
creature with the body of a lion and the head of a person ■ a 
statue of the Sphinx] also : something (such as a statue) in 
the shape of a sphinx ■ the (Great) Sphinx of Giza 
spic also spick /'spik/ noun, pi spies also spicks [count] 
US, informal + offensive : a person who is a native Spanish- 
speaker or whose family is from a Spanish-speaking country 
4- The word spic is very offensive. Do not use this word. 
Spic-and-Span or spick-and-span (chiefly US) also 
chiefly Brit spick and span or spic and span /,spik- 
an'spzen/ ad) : very clean and neat ■ He keeps the house spic- 
and-span. 

1 Spice /'spais/ noun, pi spic*es 

1 : a substance (such as pepper or nutmeg) that is used in 
cooking to add flavor to food and that comes from a dried 
plant and is usually a powder or seed [count] herbs and spic¬ 
es [noncount] The soup needs a little more spice. — often 
used before another noun ■ a spice mix/blend ■ a spice cake ■ 
a spice rack [=a shelf, cabinet, etc., used to hold small con¬ 
tainers of spices] 

2 [noncount] : something that adds interest or excitement ■ 
The elaborate costumes added a little spice [-interest] to the 
performance. ■ Variety is the spice of life. [=variety makes 
life more interesting] 

2 spice verb spices; spiced; spic-ing [+ obj] 

1 not used in progressive tenses : to flavor (food) with spices ■ 

1 spiced the chicken with ginger. ■ a highly/heavily/lightly/ 
mildly spiced dish 

2 : to add interest or excitement to (something) — usually + 
up • They looked for advice on how to spice up their living 
room. ■ We need to spice up our relationship. ■ We tried to 
spice things up by putting on some lively music. 

spicy /'spaisi/ adj spic-i-er; -est 

1 of food : flavored with or containing strong spices and es¬ 
pecially ones that cause a burning feeling in your mouth ■ 
This salsa is too spicy [=hot] for me. 

2 : exciting and somewhat shocking ■ a spicy sex scandal ■ a 
spicy story/tale 

— spied-ness /'sparsinas/ noun [noncount] 
spi-der /'spaida*/ noun, pi -ders [count] : a small creature 
that has eight legs and usually creates a web of sticky threads 
in which it catches insects for food ■ We watched the spider 
spin its web. — see color picture on page CIO 
spider monkey noun, pi ~ -keys [count] : a monkey of 
Central and South America that has long, thin arms and legs 
and a very long tail 

spider plant noun, pi ~ plants [count] : a plant that is of¬ 
ten grown in people’s houses and that has long narrow leaves 
and stems which produce smaller plants at the end 
spi-der web /'spaida'.web/ noun, pi ~ webs [count] US : a 
network of sticky threads made by a spider and used as a 
resting place and a trap for food — called also spider’s web, 
web ; see color picture on page CIO; compare cobweb 
Spi-dery /'spardari/ adj : long and thin like the legs of a spi¬ 
der ■ spidery arms and legs ■ spidery handwriting [=writing 


that is long, uneven, and often difficult to read] 

Spiel /'spi:l/ noun, pi spiels [count] informal : a fast speech 
that someone has often said before and that is usually in¬ 
tended to persuade people to buy something, agree to some¬ 
thing, etc. ■ I listened to the salesman’s spiel but still refused 
to buy anything. ■ He gave me a long spiel about the benefits 
of joining the club. 

spiff /'spif / verb spiffs; spiffed; spiff-ing 
spiff up [phrasal verb] spiff (someone or something) up or 
spiff up (someone or something) US, informal : to make 
(someone or something) neater or more attractive ■ She 
wants to spiff up her wardrobe. ■ A fresh coat of paint 
would really spiff the place up. ■ The company is trying to 
spiff up [-improve] its image, 

spiffy /'spifi/ adj spiff-i-er; -est chiefly US, informal : neat, 
stylish, and attractive ■ a spiffy new uniform • She looked 
very spiffy in her new dress. 

Spig-Ot /'spigat/ noun, pi -Ots [count] 

1 : a device that controls the flow of liquid from a large con¬ 
tainer ■ the spigot on a beer keg — called also tap 

2 US : faucet; especially : an outdoor faucet ■ Hook the 
hose up to the spigot behind the house. 

1 spike /'spaik/ noun, pi spikes 

1 [count] : a long, thin rod that ends in a point and is often 
made of metal ■ There are spikes on top of the fence. • The 
climbers drove metal spikes into the ice. ■ a railroad spike [=a 
large nail used to attach rails to railroad ties] 

2 [count] : a sudden, rapid increase in something • There’s 
been a spike in traffic since the new grocery store opened. ■ a 
price spike 

3 a [count] : a metal point attached to the bottom of shoes 
worn by athletes in some sports — usually plural ■ I need to 
replace the spikes on my golf shoes, b spikes [plural] 
: shoes with metal points attached to the bottom ■ Baseball 
players usually wear spikes. • a pair of spikes C spikes [plu¬ 
ral] : women’s shoes with high, thin heels ■ She wore (a pair 
of) spikes. [=spike heels] 

4 [count] : a long, narrow group of flowers that grow on one 
stem ■ a spike of flowers = a flower spike 

2 spike verb spikes; spiked; spik-ing 

1 [+ obj] a : to add alcohol or drugs to (food or drink) ■ 
Someone spiked the punch at the party. — often + with • 
They spiked the punch with tequila. ■ The brownies were 
spiked with marijuana, b : to add something that gives fla¬ 
vor or interest to (something) — usually + with ■ She spiked 
the sauce with vinegar. ■ Her writing is spiked with sarcasm. 

2 [no obj] chiefly US : to increase greatly in a short period of 
time ■ The medication caused his blood pressure to spike. ■ 
Oil and gas prices have spiked (upward) again. 

3 [+ obj] sports a : to hit (a volleyball) sharply downward to¬ 
wards the ground ■ She spiked the ball and scored the win¬ 
ning point, b US : to throw (a ball) sharply downward ■ Af¬ 
ter he scored a touchdown he spiked the ball in the end zone. 

4 [+ obj] : to form (something, such as hair) into spikes or 
points ■ She spikes her hair. 

5 [+ obj] : to pierce or cut (someone or something) with a 
sharp point or spike ■ The second baseman was spiked by the 
runner. [=injured by the spikes on the runner’s shoes] 

6 [+ obj] : to prevent (something, such as a story or rumor) 
from being published or becoming known by many people ■ 
The newspaper’s editors spiked the article. 

spike someone’s guns Brit: to ruin an opponent’s plans 
Spiked /'spaikt/ adj ■ having sharp points : formed into 
points * spiked [=spiky] hair ■ a lizard with a spiked tail 
spike heel noun, pi ~ heels chiefly US 

1 [count] : a very tall and thin heel on women’s shoes — 
called also spiked heel 

2 spike heels [plural] : shoes with tall, thin heels ■ She wore 
(a pair of) spike heels. [=spikes] 

spiky /'spaiki / adj spik-i-er; -est 

1 : having sharp points : formed into points ■ He has short, 
spiky [^spiked] hair. ■ a plant with spiky leaves 

2 Brit, informal: tending to become angry or annoyed easily 

■ He has a spiky personality. 

1 Spill /'spil/ verb spills; chiefly US spilled /'spild/ or chiefly 
Brit spilt /'spilt/; splll-ing 

1 a[+ obj] : to cause or allow (something) to fall, flow, or 
run over the edge of a container usually in an accidental way 

■ I accidentally spilled coffee all over my new suit. ■ Clean up 
the flour you spilled on the floor. ■ a puddle of spilled water ■ 
She opened her purse and spilled its contents (out) onto the 
table. ■ The bag ripped open and spilled (out) its contents al 1 
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over the floor. — sometimes used figuratively ■ He spilled his 
thoughts out to her. [=he told her his thoughts in a very free 
and open wayl b [no obj] : to fall or flow over the edge of a 
container ■ Milk spilled (out) onto the table. ■ Water spilled 
over the dam. ■ The bag ripped open and the flour spilled 
(out) onto the floor. — sometimes used figuratively ■ Her 
hair spilled down her back. ■ All his thoughts suddenly came 
spilling out [=he suddenly began to express all his thoughts] 

2 [no obj]: to move or spread out into a wider place or area ■ 
After the movie the crowd spilled (out) into/onto the street. ■ 
She opened the door and light spilled into the room. 

3 [+ obj] US, informal : to tell (a secret) to someone ■ an in¬ 
terviewer who gets celebrities to spill their secrets ■ Come on, 
spill it. Who gave you the money? 

cry over spllled/spllt milk see ‘cry 
spill blood see blood 

spill over [phrasal verb] 1 : to be completely covered or 
filled with something : to be overflowing with something ■ 
The platter was spilling over with grapes and melon slices 
and cheeses. ■ They were spilling over with happiness. 
[=they were very happy] 2 : to spread and begin to affect 
other people, areas, etc. ■ The stress at work began to spill 
over into other aspects of his life. — see also spillover 
spill the beans see bean 
spill your guts see 1 out 
2 splll noun, pi spills [count] 

1 : an accident in which liquid is spilled or an amount of liq¬ 
uid that is spilled ■ Please clean up the spill on the kitchen 
floor. ■ The coastline was seriously damaged by an oil spill- 

2 : an accidental act of falling ■ She was injured in a spill the 
last time she went riding. ■ He took a spill [=he fell] while ski¬ 
ing and broke his leg. 

spHUage /'spihcfe/ noun, pi -ag*es formal : an occurrence 
in which something is spilled accidentally [ noncount ] The 
design of this travel mug helps prevent/reduce/avoid spill¬ 
age. [count] an oil spillage • small leaks and spillages 
Spillover /'spi^ouva-/ noun, pi -overs : something that 
flows out of or spreads beyond a container, space, area, etc. 
[count] Put a pan under the pie to catch any spillovers. • We 
nave benefited from a spillover of prosperity from neighbor¬ 
ing states. [=the prosperity of neighboring states has spread 
to our state] [noncount] Nearby stores were getting some 
spillover from the festival. [=some people who went to the 
festival also visited the stores] ■ New technology has a posi¬ 
tive spillover effect into countless fields. — see also spill over 
at 'spill 

1 soln /'spin/ verb spins; spun ApAn/; spin-nlng 

1 : to turn or cause someone or something to turn around 
repeatedly [no obj] The Earth spins [= rotates] on its axis 
once a day. "The car hit a patch of ice and spun into the wall. 

■ a spinning propeller ■ He spun around [=tumed around 
quickly] and looked at me in surprise. [+ obj] The children 
were spinning a top. ■ He grabbed her and spun her around- 
[=he grabbed her and turned her around quickly] 

2 [no obj] : to seem to be moving around in a way that makes 
you feel dizzy or sick " I tried to stand up but the room was 
spinning. • After the night of drinking, my head was spin¬ 
ning - [=1 w as dizzy] ■ All of that information made my head 
spin • [=made me feel confused or dizzy] 

3 : to draw out and twist fibers of cotton, wool, silk, etc., 
into yarn or thread [+ obj] She spun the silk into thread. ■ 
They spun the wool into yam. [ no 0 ty) tools used for spin¬ 
ning — S ee also spinnino wheel 

4 [ 4 - obj of insects : to form (something) by producing a fluid 
that quickly hardens into a thread ■ a spider spinning its web 

■ worms spinning silk 

5 [+ obj] : to tell (a story, especially a story that you create by 
usin£ your imagination) ' Tie was spinning yarns [=telling 
stones] about his adventures in the navy. ■ She spun a tale 
[=made up a story] about her car breaking down to explain 
why she was late. 

6 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
move very quickly on wheels or in a vehicle ' The motorcy¬ 
cles spun \=sped] along the country road. 

7 [+ obj] : to describe (something, such as an event) in a cer¬ 
tain way in order to influence what people think about it ■ 
Both parties tried to spin the debate as a victory for their 
candidate. ■ He accused the companies of spinning the re¬ 
sults of their studies to their own benefit. 

0 [+ obj] chiefly US, informal : to play recorded music at a 
party or nightclub" We hired my favorite DJ to s p/ n records/ 
tunes/discs at the party. 
spinning In his/her grave see 'orave 


spin off [phrasal verb] spin off or spin (something) off or spin 
off (something) : to create something new (such as a new 
television show or company) by basing it on or taking it 
from something that already exists ■ The show was so pop¬ 
ular that it spun off a new series. [=a new series was created 
based on the show] ■ The cartoon has spun off dolls and 
other merchandise. ■ They spun off their specialty foods 
line into a separate company. ■ The auto parts manufactur¬ 
er spun off from another company. — see also spin-off 
spin on your heel see ‘heel 

spin out [phrasal verb] 1 US, of a vehicle : to slide and turn 
around quickly in an uncontrolled way ■ The truck spun 
out on a patch of ice. ■ He took a sharp comer too fast and 
spun out. 2 spin (something) out or spin out (something) 
chiefly Brit : to make (something) last for a very long time ■ 
They’re deliberately trying to spin out the debate. 3 spin 
out of control a : to move in a way that is not controlled ■ 
The rocket spun out of control and crashed, b : to keep 
getting worse in a way that is hard to stop or fix ■ Her 
drinking problem is spinning out of control, 
spin your wheels US, informal : to stay in the same condi¬ 
tion or position without making progress ■ I need to look 
for a new job. I feel like I'm just spinning my wheels here. 

2 Spin noun,pi spins 

1 a : the act of turning around and around : an act of spin¬ 
ning [noncount] the direction of the Earth’s spin [count] 
The ice-skater executed graceful jumps and spins, b : a rap¬ 
id turning motion given to a ball by someone who throws or 
hits it [noncount] A baseball thrown with spin is harder to 
hit. ■ She put spin on the ball/shot, [count] The bowler put a 
sideways spin on the ball. — see also backspin, topspin 

2 : a certain way of describing or talking about something 
that is meant to influence other people’s opinion of it [sin¬ 
gular] Each author puts a new/different spin on the story. ■ a 
positive/favorable spin [noncount] They claim to report the 
news with no spin — see also spin control, spin doctor 

3 [count] informal : a short trip in a vehicle ■ He took me for 
a spin in his new car. • Would you like to go for a spin? 

4 [count] : a condition in which an airplane is falling rapidly 
while turning around and around • The plane went into a 
spin. [=tailspin] — sometimes used figuratively ■ The news of 
her death sent him into a spin. [=caused him to become very 
unhappy, to lose control of his life, etc.] 

5 [singular] : a state of being mentally confused or anxious " 
Her head was all in a spin- [=her head was spinning; she was 
very confused] 

Spl*na bi'fl'da Aspaina'bifada/ noun [noncount] medical 
: a condition in which a person’s spine does not develop 
completely before birth and does not completely cover the 
spinal cord 

Spln-ach Apmitf/ noun [noncount] : a plant with dark 
green leaves that are eaten as a vegetable — see color pic¬ 
ture on page C4 

SpUnal /'spainj /adj : of, relating to, or affecting the spine ■ a 
spinal injury 

Spinal column noun, pi ~ -umns [count] technical 
: backbone — see picture at human 
spinal cord noun, pi cords [count] : the large group of 
nerves which runs through the center of the spine and car¬ 
ries messages between the brain and the rest of the body 
spinal tap noun, pi taps [count] medical ; a procedure in 
which a needle is inserted into the spinal cord in order to 
take out fluid or inject medicine 
Spin bowler noun, pi ~ -ers [count] cricket: spinner 3 
Spin control noun [noncount] : the activity of trying to 
control the way something (such as an important event) is 
described to the public in order to influence what people 
think about it ■ political spin control • When the detective 
part was recalled, the company had to do some clever spin 
control. 

Spln*dle /'spindl/ noun, pi spln*dles [count] 

1 a : a thin rod or stick with pointed ends that is used in 
making yam b : the long, thin pin on a spinning wheel that 
is used to make thread 

2 : something shaped like a long, thin rod; especially : a long, 
thin part of a machine which turns around something or 
around which something turns 

Spln-dly /'spindli/ adj spln*dll«er; -est [also more most 
~] : long and thin and usually weak ■ spindly legs 
spin doctor noun, pi <"*' -tors [c unt] informal : a person 
(such as a political aide) whose job involves trying to control 
the way something (such as an important event) is described 
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to the public in order to influence what people think about it 

■ The spin doctors from both sides were already declaring vic¬ 
tory for their candidates as soon as the debate ended. — 
called also spinner 

spin—dryer also spin—drier noun, pi -ers [count] chiefly 
Brit : a machine that partly dries washed clothes by spinning 
them very fast 

-spin-dry verb -dries; -dried; -dry-ing [+ obj] ■ The 
clothes were washed and spin-dried. 
spine /'spain/ noun, pi spines 

1 [count] : the row of connected bones down the middle of 
the back : backbone ■ This X-ray shows her spine. — see 
picture at human 

2 [count] : a sharp, pointed part on an animal or plant • 
Hedgehogs are covered with spines. ■ cactus spines 

3 [noncount] informal : courage or strength of character ■ 
They lack the spine to do what needs to be done. 

4 [count] : the part of a book to which the pages are attached 

■ Stack the books so that all the spines are facing the same 
way. A book’s spine often has the title and author’s name 
printed on it. 

up/down your spine 4- If something sends a chill/shiver 
up/down your spine or if a chlll/shlver runs up/down your 
spine, you become frightened, thrilled, etc. ■ Her perfor¬ 
mance of the national anthem sent a chill up my spine. 
[=her performance was thrilling and emotional] ■ The very 
thought of what those people did sends a shiver down my 
spine. [=scares me] ■ A (cold) shiver ran down my spine 
when I heard his voice. 

Spine—chill*ing /'spain^ilig/ adj [more most ~] : very 
exciting, thrilling, or frightening : spine-tingling ■ a spine- 
chilling scream • spine-chilling musical moments 
Spine*less /'spainlas/ ad) 

1 [more most ~] disapproving : lacking courage or 
strength ■ a spineless coward ■ spineless displays of cowardice 

2 : having no spine or spines ■ Jellyfish are spineless. ■ a 
spineless cactus 

— spinedess-ness noun [noncount] 
spin-et /'spinat/ noun, pi -ets [count] 

1 US a : a small piano b : a small electric organ 

2 : a small harpsichord 

Spine-tingling adj [more most ~]: very exciting, thrill¬ 
ing, or frightening ■ spine-tingling suspense ■ a spine-tingling 
performance 

spin*na*ker /'spimkar/ noun, pi -kers [count] : a large tri¬ 
angular sail on a boat that is used when the wind is blowing 
from behind 

spin-ner /'spin^/ noun, pi -ners [count] 

1 : someone or something that spins yam or thread 

2 : a small device that spins and that is used by fishermen to 
attract fish 

3 cricket : a bowler who throws the ball so that it spins — 
called also spin bowler 

4 : SPIN DOCTOR 

spin-ney /'spini/ noun, pi -neys [count] Brit: a small group 
of trees 

Spinning wheel noun, pi ~ wheels [count] : a machine 
that was used in the past for making yam or thread 
Spin-Off /'spin,a:f/ noun, pi -Offs [count] 

1 : a television program, movie, book, etc., that is based on 
characters from another television program, movie, book, 
etc. ■ a spin-off of a hit TV show ■ The comic book is a spin¬ 
off of the movie. 

2 : a new company created by a large company ■ companies 
that are spin-offs of large corporations 

3 : something useful that results from work done to produce 
something else ■ spin-offs [ -by-products ] of space research 

— see also spin off at 1 spin 

spln-ster /'spinsta-/ noun, pi -sters [count] old-fashioned + 
often disapproving : an unmarried woman who is past the 
usual age for marrying and is considered unlikely to marry 

— now often considered an insulting word ■ She was afraid 
of becoming a spinster. ■ my spinster aunts 

— spln-ster-hood /'spinsta^hud/ noun [noncount] 
spiny /'spaini/ adj spln«l«er; -est : having or covered with 

many sharp, pointed parts ■ a spiny fish ■ spiny underbrush/ 
fish 

1 spi*ral /'spairal/ noun, pi -rals [count] 

1 : a circular curving line that goes around a central point 
while getting closer to or farther away from it ■ The glider 
flew in a wide spiral over the field. 

2 : a situation in which something continuously increases, 


decreases, or gets worse — usually singular ■ an inflationary 
spiral [=a continuous increase in prices] ■ a spiral of problems 
■ Gas prices continued their dizzying upward spiral. [=gas 
prices got higher] ■ His drug use drove him into a downward 
spiral. [=his condition became worse and worse] 

3 American football : a kick or throw in which the ball spins 
while moving through the air • The quarterback threw a 
tight spiral to the receiver. 

2 spiral verb -rals; US -raled or Brit -railed; US -ral-ing or 
Brit -raiding [no obj] 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to move in a 
circle around a central point while getting closer to or far¬ 
ther away from it: to move in a spiral ■ Smoke spiraled up 
from the chimney. ■ Vultures spiraled [=circled] overhead. ■ 
The airplane spiraled to the ground and crashed. 

2 : to greatly increase, decrease, or get worse in a continu¬ 
ous and usually fast and uncontrolled way ■ The unemploy¬ 
ment rate has been spiraling upward. ■ The stock market is 
spiraling downward. ■ spiraling [=rapidly increasing] costs ■ 
Let’s deal with this crisis before it spirals out of control. 

3 spiral adj, always used before a noun : winding or circling 
around a central point and usually getting closer to or far¬ 
ther away from it : shaped or moving like a spiral ■ a spiral 
seashell ■ a spiral driveway 

spi*ral—bound /'spairal,baund/ adj, of a book : having pag¬ 
es held together along one edge by a continuous piece of 
wire or plastic that passes through holes in the pages ■ a 
spiral-bound notebook 

spiral Staircase noun, pi ~ -cases [count] : a set of stairs 
that winds around a central post or column 
spire /'spaja 1 / noun, pi spires [count] : a tall, narrow, point¬ 
ed structure on the top of a building ■ church spires 

— spired /'spajad/ adj ■ a twin -spired cathedral 
1 Spirit /'spirat/ noun, pi -its 

1 a : the force within a person that is believed to give the 
body life, energy, and power [count] the spirits of my ances¬ 
tors ■ Some religions believe that the same spirit is reincar¬ 
nated many times in different bodies, [noncount] Yoga is 
very healthy for both body and spirit. ■ I’m sorry I can’t make 
it to your wedding, but I’ll be there In spirit. [=1 will be think¬ 
ing about you] b [count] : the inner quality or nature of a 
person ■ He still has a curious and youthful spirit. [=he is still 
a curious and youthful person] ■ We will all miss her gener¬ 
ous spirit. 

2 [count] : a person ■ My father was a proud spirit. ■ They are 
kindred spirits. [=people with similar interests or concerns] 

— see also free spirit 

3 a [count] : ghost ■ evil spirits b the Spirit : holy spirit 

4 a : a desire or determination to do something [count] His 
many disappointments never broke his spirit. [=never took 
away his desire to succeed] ■ He has a strong fighting spirit, 
[noncount] She’s a good athlete with a lot of skill and spirit. 
b [noncount] : enthusiastic loyalty ■ The students showed 
their school spirit by having a rally to support the football 
team. 

5 [singular] a : the attitude or feeling that a person has 
about a particular job, activity, etc. ■ He didn’t approach the 
work in/with the right spirit, b : a shared attitude or feeling 
that relates to a particular time, place, activity, etc. — often 
+ of* the spirit of the times ■ a new spirit of cooperation ■ the 
spirit of competition ■ We all got/entered into the spirit of the 
holidays. ■ You’d have more fun if you’d just relax and get 
into the spirit of things. 

6 spirits [plural] : feelings of happiness or unhappiness ■ 
Spirits were low [=people were unhappy] after our team lost 
again. ■ We need to do something to lift your spirits. [=to 
make you feel better/happier] ■ It’s hard work, but try to 
keep your spirits up. [=keep a happy and positive attitude] ■ 
We were all in high spirits [=happy, cheerful] after the game. ■ 
She was in low spirits. [=she was unhappy] ■ He’s still in the 
hospital, but he’s in good spirits. [=happy and positive] 

— see also HIGH-SPIRITED, LOW-SPIRITED 

7 [noncount] : the real meaning or intention of something 
(such as a law) ■ They seem to be more concerned with obey¬ 
ing the letter of the law than with understanding the spirit of 
the law. [=what was intended by the law when it was written] 

8 spirits [plural] : strong alcoholic drinks : liquor • The 
store sells wines and spirits. 

as/when the spirit moves you : when you feel like it 
: when the time is right ■ I’ll write when the spirit move's me. 
moving spirit see moving 

that’s the spirit informal — used to express approval of 
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someone’s attitude ■ “I know I can do it if I keep trying.” 
“Yeah, that's the spirit !” [=that’s the right attitude to have] 
the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak — used to say 
that you want to do something but you cannot because 
you do not have the strength or energy; often used humor¬ 
ously * I try to get up early and exercise, though sometimes 
the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak. 

- see also surgical spirit, white spirit 

2 Spirit verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition -its; 
-it-ed; -it-ing [+ obj\ : to carry (someone or something) 
away secretly ■ The singer was spirited away in a limousine 
after the show. ■ Some of the funds had been spirited away to 
other accounts. 

spir*it«ed /'spiratsd/ adj [more most ~] : full of courage 
or energy : very lively or determined • We had a spirited 
[=divety] discussion. ■ The team put up a spirited defense. ■ 
She’s a very spirited young lady. — see also high-spirited, 
LOW-SPIRITED, MEAN-SPIRITED, PUBLIC-SPIRITED 

- spir-it-ed-ly adv 

spir-it-less /'spiratlas/ adj [more most ~]: lacking cour¬ 
age, energy, or cheerfulness ■ a spiritless performance 
Spirit level noun, pi ~ -vels [count] chiefly Brit : ‘level 5 
1 SPir«j»tU*al /'spintfbwal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : of or relating to a person’s spirit ■ Doctors must consider 
the emotional and spiritual needs of their patients. ■ I’m 
working on my spiritual growth/development. [=the growth 
of my mind and spirit] 

2 : of or relating to religion or religious beliefs • I regularly 
consult our pastor about spiritual matters. ■ an influential 
spiritual leader 

3 : having similar values and ideas : related or joined in spir¬ 
it • The Romantic composers saw Beethoven as a spiritual 
ancestor. ■ France will always be the spiritual home of wine 
lovers. 

— spir*i>tu>al-ly adv • She was physically and spiritually ex¬ 
hausted. ■ a spiritually uplifting performance 

spiritual noun, pi -als [count] : a religious folk song that was 
sung originally by African-Americans in the southern U.S. ■ 
The congregation sang hymns and spirituals. 
spiM'tU-aMsm /'spintfawaglizam/ noun [noncount] : a be¬ 
lief that the spirits of dead people can communicate with liv¬ 
ing people 

— spir*i*tu*al*ist /'spintfawalist/ noun, pi -ists [count] 
spir*i*tu*aM*ty Aspintfa'wzelati/ noun [noncount] : the 

quality or state of being concerned with religion or religious 
matters : the quality or state of being spiritual ■ a man of 
deep spirituality [=a very religious man] ■ We studied Eastern 
traditions of spirituality. 

1 Spit /'spit/ verb spits; spat /'spset/ or chiefly US spit; spit¬ 
ting 

1 a [no obj] : to force saliva from your mouth ■ She saw him 
spit on the sidewalk. ■ I scolded the child for spitting at anoth¬ 
er student. ■ He spit/spat in my face, b [+ obj] : to force 
(something, such as food or liquid) from your mouth — of¬ 
ten + out ■ He took a taste of the soup and quickly spat/spit it 
out. ■ She spit out her gum before class. — sometimes used 
figuratively ■ Our manager was spitting blood/venom [=was 
extremely angry] when he found out what had happened. ■ 
I’m so angry, I could spit nails ! 

2 [+ obj] : to say (something) in a quick and angry way ■ She 
spat a few nasty remarks at him as he left. ■ “You make me 
sick!” he spat. 

3 [no obj] : to throw off or send out something (such as 
sparks or drops of fat) especially while burning or cooking ■ 
The meat was spitting in the pan. • The wet wood hissed and 
spat in the fireplace. 

4 informal : to rain or snow lightly [no obj] Take your um¬ 
brella, it’s spitting. ■ a cold, spitting rain [+ obj] The sky 
briefly spat rain. 

spit it out informal — used to tell someone to say something 
that he or she does not want to say or is having a hard time 
saying. ■ “Come on, spit it out\ What happened?” 
spit up [phrasal verb] spit up or spit (something) up or spit 
up (something) US, informal, of babies : to vomit or throw 
up a usually small amount of food or liquid ■ The baby spit 
up all over my blouse. ■ The baby spat up his breakfast. 
2 Spit noun [noncount] 

1 : the liquid produced in your mouth : saliva • I wiped the 
spit [=drool, spittle] off the baby’s chin. 

2 : someone who looks very much like someone else : spit¬ 
ting image ■ She’s the spit and image of her mother. = 
(Brit) She’s the (dead) spit of her mother. 


spit and vinegar US, informal : strength and energy ■ She’s 
80 years old but still full of spit and vinegar. 

- compare 3 sprr 

3 spit noun, pi spits [count] 

1 : a thin pointed rod or stick that is used for holding meat 
over a fire to cook it 

2 : a narrow piece of land that goes out into a body of water 
• a narrow spit of land 

- compare 2 spit 

Spit and polish noun [noncount] informal : careful atten¬ 
tion to making something clean and polished ■ All the car 
needs is some spit and polish. 
spit*ball /'spit,ba:l/ noun, pi -balls [count] US 
11 : a small piece of paper that is chewed and rolled into a 
ball so that it can be thrown or shot at someone • The kids 
were shooting spitballs at each other. 

2 baseball : an illegal pitch in which the ball is made wet 
with saliva or sweat 

1 Spite /'spait/ noun [noncount] : a desire to harm, anger, or 
defeat another person especially because you feel that you 
have been treated wrongly in some way ■ He is jealous and 
full of spite. ■ an act of spite ■ You only denied his request out 
of (pure) spite. 

in spite of: without being prevented by (something) : de¬ 
spite — used to say that something happens or is true 
even though there is something that might prevent it from 
happening or being true ■ He failed the test in spite of all his 
studying. ■ She went ahead in spite of the snow. • They 
made it on time in spite of the fact that they got a flat tire. 
in spite of yourself : even though you do not want to or ex¬ 
pect to ■ I ended up having a good time in spite of myself . 
2 Spite verb spites; spit*ed; spit-ing [+ obj] : to deliberately 
annoy, upset, or hurt (someone) ■ He only did it to spite me. 
cut off your nose to spite your face see ‘nose 
spite*ful /'spaitfal/ adj [more most ~] : having or show¬ 
ing a desire to harm, anger, or defeat someone : having or 
showing spite ■ She’s just being spiteful. ■ a spiteful remark 

- spite*ful*ly adv • She spitefully refused my request. 
— spite-ful-ness noun [noncount] 

Spitting distance noun [noncount] informal : a short dis¬ 
tance • Our house is within spitting distance of the park. 
Spitting image noun, pi ~ -ages [count] : someone who 
looks very much like someone else — usually singular ■ She 
is the spitting image of her mother. 

Spit-tie /'spit]/ noun [noncount] : the liquid produced in 
your mouth : saliva or spit ■ Spittle sprayed from his lips as 
he shouted at them. 

Spit-toon /spi'tuin/ noun, pi -toons [count] : a container 
that people spit into 4- Spittoons were common in the past 
but are now rare. — called also ( chiefly US) cuspidor 
Spit-Up noun [noncount] US, informal : a small amount of 
vomit from a baby ■ She wiped the spit-up off the baby’s 
chin. 

spiv /'spiv/ noun, pi spivs [count] Brit slang, old-fashioned 
: a man who makes money dishonestly ■ a smooth-talking 
spiv 

splash /'splsej/ verb splash-es; splashed; splash-ing 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj ] of a liq¬ 
uid : to move, fall, or hit something in a noisy or messy way ■ 
Water/Mud splashed everywhere. ■ He dropped the bottle 
and bleach splashed onto the floor. ■ We could hear the 
waves splashing against the side of the boat. 

2 [+ obj] a : to cause (water or another liquid) to move in a 
noisy way or messy way ■ The baby splashed the water. ■ 
Don’t splash water at your brother. • I accidentally splashed 
some water on the floor. ■ She splashed cold water on her 
face, b : to make (someone or something) wet with large 
drops of water or another liquid ■ Don’t splash your brother. 

■ We were splashed by a passing car. ■ She splashed her face 
with cold water. 

3 [no obj] : to move through water in a noisy and messy way 

■ The kids love splashing (around) in the pool. ■ The dog was 
splashing through the waves. 

4 [+ obj] : to mark (something) with patches of color or light 

■ The sunset splashed the sky with red. — often used as (be) 
splashed with • The canvas was splashed with bold colors. 
splash across/over [phrasal verb] splash (something) 

across/over (something) : to put (something, such as a 
photograph or news headline) in a place or position where 
it will be easily seen by many people ■ The scandal was 
splashed across the front page. ■ Her picture was splashed 
(all) over the news. 
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splash down \phrasal verb] of a spacecraft : to land in the 
ocean ■ The space capsule splashed down in the Gulf of 
Mexico. — see also splashdown 
splash out [phrasal verb ] splash out or splash out (some¬ 
thing) or splash (something) out Brit, informal : to spend a 
lot of money ■ If you really want to splash out [ =splurge ], 
let’s go to dinner and a show in town. ■ We can't afford to 
splash out that much money for luxuries. 

2 splash noun, pi splash-es 

1 [count] a : the sound made when someone or something 
hits liquid or when liquid hits something — usually singular ■ 
He listened to the gentle splash of the waves against the boat. 

■ We heard a splash from the pool. ■ The bird dived into the 
pond with a splash, b : the movement of liquid when some¬ 
thing hits it — usually singular ■ There was barely a splash 
when the diver hit the water. ■ I was hit by the splash when a 
truck drove through the puddle. 

2 [count] : a mark or spot made when a liquid is splashed on 
something — often + of' You’ve got splashes of mud on your 
pants. 

3 [count] : a small area of bright color or light — + of m a 
splash of color ■ splashes of light on the floor 

4 [singular] informal : a small amount of liquid added to a 
drink — usually + of m coffee with just a splash of cream 
make a splash informal : to attract a lot of attention in an 

exciting way ■ The young director is making (quite) a 
splash in Hollywood. ■ The news of her arrest made a huge 
splash. 

splash*dOWI1 /'splasjjdaun/ noun, pi -downs [count, non¬ 
count] : the landing of a spacecraft in the ocean — see also 
splash down at Splash 

splash guard noun, pi ~ guards [count] US : MUD flap 
splashy /'splas/i/ adj splash-i-er; -est [also more most 
~]: having a bright or exciting quality that attracts attention 
or is meant to attract attention ■ bright splashy colors ■ big, 
splashy movie musicals ■ a splashy ad 
splat /'splaet/ noun, pi splats [singular] informal: the sound 
made when something wet hits a surface ■ The water balloon 
hit the ground and broke with a splat. 

- splat verb splats; splat-ted; splat-ting [no obj] infor¬ 
mal ■ A bug splatted on the windshield. 

1 splat-ter /'splaeW verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing 

1 [no obj] a of a liquid : to move, fall, or hit something in 
large drops ■ Mud splattered everywhere when the wet dog 
shook himself. ■ Rain splattered against the windows, b of 
something that contains liquid : to hit something and break 
apart ■ A big bug splattered against the windshield of the car. 

■ The egg splattered on the floor. 

2 [+ obj] a : to cause (a liquid) to move or fall in large drops 

■ You’re splattering paint everywhere, b : to make (some¬ 
thing) wet or dirty with large drops of liquid ■ The paint 
splattered my clothes. — often used as (be) splattered with ■ 
My clothes were splattered with paint. 

2 splatter noun, pi -ters : a mark or spot made by a large 
drop of liquid [count] I had paint splatters on my jeans. ■ 
There were mud splatters all over the carpet, [noncount] 
Blood splatter was found at the crime scene, 
splay /'splei/ verb splays; splayed; splay-ing ; to move 
(things, especially your legs, fingers, etc.) out and apart from 
each other [+ obj] He sat with his legs splayed apart. ■ Her 
son was splayed out [=spread out, stretched out] on the couch 
watching TV. ■ She splayed her fingers to show off her mani¬ 
cure. [no obj] His fingers splayed out over the table as he 
steadied himself. 

spleen /'spli:n/ noun, pi spleens 

1 [count ]: an organ located near your stomach that destroys 
worn-out red blood cells and produces white blood cells ■ a 
ruptured spleen — see picture at human 

2 [noncount] literaiy : feelings of anger ■ I listened patiently 
while she vented her spleen. [=while she expressed her angry 
feelings] 

splen-did /'splendad/ac# [more most ~] 

1 : very impressive and beautiful ■ The balcony gave us a 
splendid [= magnificent ] view of the river. 

2 somewhat old-fashioned : very good : excellent * We 
have a splendid opportunity to do something really useful. ■ I 
have some splendid news. ■ “We’ll be coming out to visit over 
the summer.’’ “Oh, splendid}." 

— splen-did-ly adv ■ She performed splendidly. 
splen-dor (.US) or Brit splen-dour /'splenda 1 / noun, pi 

-dors 

1 [noncount] : great and impressive beauty ■ The palace had 


lost much of its original splendor. ■ the splendor of nature 
2 US splendors or Brit splendours [plural] : things that are 
very beautiful or impressive ■ architectural splendors — of¬ 
ten + of ■ the splendors of the countryside 
sple-net-ic /sph'netik/ adj [more most —] chiefly Brit, 
formal : very angry and annoyed ■ splenetic political com¬ 
mentators ■ a splenetic rant 

1 splice /'splais/ verb splic-es; spliced; splic-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to join ropes, wires, etc., by weaving or twisting them to¬ 
gether 

2 : to join (pieces of film, magnetic tape, etc.) by connecting 
their ends together 

get spliced Brit, informal : to get married ■ So, when are 
you two getting spliced ? 

— splic-er /'splaisa 1 / noun, pi 
-ers [count] 

2 splice noun, pi splic-es [count] 

: the place where two things (such 
as two pieces of rope or film) have 
been joined by being spliced to¬ 
gether 

spliff /'splif/ noun, pi spliffs [count] Brit slang : a marijuana 
cigarette : joint 

splint /'splint/ noun, pi splints [count] : a piece of wood, 
metal, plastic, etc., that is used to 
hold a broken bone in the cor¬ 
rect position while it heals ■ His 
leg was in a splint. ■ a wrist splint 
1 splin-ter /'splmtay noun, pi 
-ters [count]: a thin, sharp piece 
of something (such as wood, 
glass, etc.) that has broken off a splint 

larger piece : sliver ■ I got a 

splinter in my finger. ■ There were splinters of glass every¬ 
where. 

— splin-tery /'splmtari/ adj [more most ~] ■ planks of 
splintery wood 

2 splinter verb -ters; -tered; -terming 

1 : to break (something) into small pieces or splinters [no 
obj] The board splintered under his weight. [+ obj] The im¬ 
pact of the crash splintered the glass. 

2 : to divide or split a group of people into smaller groups 
[no obj] groups that have splintered off to form new political 
movements [+ obj] a political party that has been splintered 
by disagreements 

— splintered adj • a. splintered tree stump 

splinter group noun, pi ~ groups [count] : a group of 
people that has separated from a larger group (such as a po¬ 
litical party) 

1 Split /'split/ verb splits; split; splitting 

1 : to break apart or into pieces especially along a straight 
line [no obj] The board split in two. ■ The floorboards are 
starting to warp and split (up). ■ The hull of the ship split 
apart on the rocks. ■ A large chunk of ice split off/away from 
the iceberg and crashed into the water. [+ obj] split (up) a 
log ■ She split the muffin and gave me half. 

2 a : to separate or divide into parts or groups [no obj] The 
class split into several small groups. ■ Two of the band mem¬ 
bers split off to form their own band. — often + up ■ Let’s 
split up and look for the lost dog. [+ obj] The teacher split the 
class into groups. ■ The river splits the town in two. — often 
+ up ■ Families were often split up during the war. b ; to 
separate or divide into groups that disagree [no obj] The 
party is split over/on the issue of taxes. ■ The church split into 
moderate and conservative factions. [+ obj] The budget is¬ 
sue has split (up) the town. ■ Opinion is split on the wording 
of the new law. 

3 [+ obj] : to divide (something, such as money or food) 
among two or more people or things ■ We should split 
[=share] the costs. ■ Why don’t we just split a pizza for din¬ 
ner? ■ She splits her time between Boston and New York. 
[=she spends time in both Boston and New York] ■ The prize 
money should be split (up) evenly. 

4 : to cut, rip, or tear (something) especially along a straight 
line [+ obj] I split my lip when I fell. ■ He bent over and split 
the seat of his pants, [no obj] His pants split when he bent 
over. 

5 informal : to end or cause the end of a relationship [no 
obj] My parents split when I was little. — usually + up ■ The 
band split up just after they released their new album. (+ obj] 

— + up ■ Creative differences eventually split up the band. 

6 [no obj] informal + somewhat old-fashioned : to leave 
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quickly • "Let's splitl" [=let's get out of here] 
split hairs see hair 

split on [phrasal verb] split on (someone) Brit, informal: to 
give information about the secret or criminal activity of 
(someone) to the police ■ He would never split on [=(US) in¬ 
form on] his chums. 

split the difference : to agree to an amount that is halfway 
between two given amounts ■ He thought I should pay $40 
and I thought I should pay $30, so we decided to split the 
difference at $35. 

split the ticket US : to vote for candidates from more than 
one political party — see also split ticket 
split your sides (laughing) informal : to laugh very hard ■ 
The movie was hilarious. I (almost) split my sides laughing. 
2 SPlit noun, pi splits 

1 [count] : a narrow break, tear, or crack ■ There’s a split 
down the back of your jacket. 

2 [count] : a division or separation in a group that is caused 
by a disagreement ■ The new policy has paused a split in the 
organization. ■ a split between liberals and conservatives 

3 [count] : a clear separation or difference between two or 
more things ■ a wide split of opinions 

4 [singular] a : a part of something that has been divided ■ 
Here’s your split [=portion, share] of the proceeds, b : the 
act of dividing something among two or more people or 
things ■ We agreed to a fifty-fifty split of the profit. [=we 
agreed to divide the profits equally] 

5 [count] : a position in which you are sitting on the floor 
with your legs extended in a straight line and in opposite di¬ 
rections ■ The ballerina did a split. = The ballerina did the 
splits- 

— see also banana split 

Split ends noun [plural] : hairs that have become dry or 
damaged and have split apart at the end ■ She has split ends. ■ 
You should trim off your split ends. 
split-fingered fastball noun, pi ~ -balls [count] base¬ 
ball : a fast pitch that drops quickly as it nears the batter — 
called also split-finger, splitter 

Split infinitive noun, pi ~ -tives [count] grammar : an En¬ 
glish phrase in which an adverb or other word is placed be¬ 
tween to and a verb ■ “To really start” is an example of a split 
infinitive. Some people feel that the use of split infinitives 
should be avoided, but they are common in both speech and 
writing. 

split—lev*el /'split'leval/ adj : divided so that the floor in 
one part is about halfway between two floors in the other 
part ■ a split-level house 

— split—lev-el /'spht.lcval/ noun, pi -levels [count] US ■ 
They bought a nice split-level in a quiet neighborhood. 

split pea noun, pi ~~ peas [count]: a dried pea that has had 
the outer skin removed and that is split into two parts ■ split 
pea soup 

split personality noun, pi ~ -ties [count] : a condition in 
which a person behaves in two very different ways at differ¬ 
ent times — sometimes used figuratively • a city with a split 
personality 

Split Second noun [singular] : a very short period of time ■ 
In a split second , it was all over. 

Split-Second acfj, always used before a noun 

1 : done very quickly ■ a split-second decision 

2 : very accurate or precise ■ split-second timing 
split-ter /‘splits/ noun, pi -ters [count] 

1 : a device that divides or splits something (such as wood or 
electronic signals) ■ a log splitter ■ a three-way phone line 
splitter 

2 baseball : split-fingered fastball 

split ticket noun, pi ~ -ets [count] US : a ballot on which a 
voter votes for candidates from more than one political par- 

ty . 

splitting headache noun, pi ~ -aches [count] : a very 
bad headache 

splodge /'spla.cte/ noun, pi splodg-es [count] Brit, infor¬ 
mal : splotch ■ a splodge of ink 
splotch /‘spla:tf/ noun, pi splotch-es [count] chiefly US : a 
large spot or mark of dirt, paint, etc. ■ There’s an ink splotch 
[-(Brit) splodge] on your shirt. ■ splotches of ink/mst 

— splotched /'splartfV adj • Her pants were splotched with 
paint. [=there were splotches of paint on her pants] — 
splotchy /'spla-.tfi/ adj splotch-i-er; -est ■ splotchy skin 

splurge /'spl^cfe/ verb splurg-es; splurged; splurg-ing 
[no obj] informal: to spend more money than usual on some¬ 
thing for yourself ■ You should let yourself splurge once in a 


while. — often + on ■ We decided to splurge on a bottle of 
good wine for dinner. 

— splurge noun, pi splurges [count] informal — usually 
singular ■ She went on a shopping splurge. [=spree] ■ This 
year’s big splurge [^expensive purchase] was a new car. 

splut-ter /'spIaW verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing 

1 [no obj] : to make a series of short, loud noises like the 
noises of someone who is struggling to breathe ■ She 
coughed and spluttered as she climbed out of the icy water. ■ 
The old lawn mower spluttered [= sputtered] to life. [=noisily 
started working] 

2 : to say (something) in short, confused phrases [no obj] 
When I demanded an explanation, he just stood there splut¬ 
tering. [+ obj] She spluttered an excuse. ■ “Th-that’s simply 
not true,” he spluttered. 

— splutter noun, pi -ters [count] 

1 SDOil /'spojal/ verb spoils; spoiled or chiefly Brit spoilt 
/'spojalt/; spoil-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to have a bad effect on (something) : to damage or 
ruin (something) ■ The fight spoiled the party. ■ The camping 
trip was spoiled by bad weather. ■ Don’t let one mistake spoil 
your day. ■ He always spoils everything. ■ Don’t spoil your ap¬ 
petite by snacking too much. ■ Exposure to air will spoil the 
wine. ■ I spoiled the sauce by adding too much garlic. 

2 [no obj] : to decay or lose freshness especially because of 
being kept too long ■ The milk/fruit was beginning to spoil, 
synonyms see ‘decay 

3 [+ obj] disapproving a : to give (someone, such as a child) 
everything that he or she wants : to have a bad effect on 
(someone) by allowing too many things or by not correcting 
bad behavior ■ Her grandparents spoil her. — often used as 
(be) spoiled ■ He was spoiled by his parents. ■ a spoiled brat ■ 
That child is spoiled rotten. [=very spoiled] — sometimes 
used figuratively • We’ve been spoiled lately by/with this 
beautiful weather. [=we’ve had so much beautiful weather 
that we expect the weather always to be beautiful] ■ (Brit) 
Customers are spoiled/spoilt for choice [=customers have a 
lot of choices] when buying a new car. b : to treat (some¬ 
one) very well ■ The hotel spoils their guests with fine dining 
and excellent service. • She always spoils me on my birthday. 
■ You should spoil yourself with a day at the spa. 

(be) spoiling for : to have a strong desire for (something, 
such as a fight) ■ They are spoiling for a fight/argument. ■ 
The team is spoiling for a rematch. 

2 spoil noun, pi spoils [count] formal 

1 : something stolen or taken by thieves, soldiers, etc. — 
usually plural; usually used with the ■ The pirates divided the 
spoils among themselves. ■ the spoils of war 

2 : something valuable or desirable that someone gets by 
working or trying hard — usually plural; usually used with 
the ■ We shared the spoils of victory. ■ the spoils of success 

Spoil-age /'spoilicfe/ noun [noncount] technical: the process 
or result of decaying ■ food spoilage • The milk should be re¬ 
frigerated to prevent spoilage. 
spoif-er /'spoils/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person or thing that spoils something: such as a : a po¬ 
litical candidate who cannot win but who prevents another 
candidate from winning by taking away votes b chiefly US 
: a person or team that surprisingly defeats a competitor that 
is expected to win ■ They played (the role of) the spoiler and 
ruined our chance to play in the finals, c : information 
about the things that happen in a movie, book, etc., that 
spoils the surprise or suspense for someone who has not seen 
it or read it yet ■ The review contains a few spoilers, so don’t 
read it if you haven’t seen the movie. 

2 a : a long narrow part on the back of an automobile that 
prevents it from lifting off the road at high speeds b : a part 
of an airplane’s wing that may be raised to control the 
amount of lift produced by the wing 

Spoil-Sport /'spojal.spoa-t/ noun, pi -sports [count] infor¬ 
mal : someone who spoils other people’s fun or enjoyment ■ 
Oh, don’t be a spoilsport. Let them try it. ■ Dad's a spoilsport. 
He won’t let us play football, 
spoilt chiefly Brit spelling ©/‘spoil 
1 Spoke part tense of speak 

2 spoke noun, pi spokes [count] : one of the bars that con¬ 
nect the center of a wheel to the rim ■ The stick got caught in 
the wheel’s spokes. — see picture at BICYCLE 
1 Spo-ken /'spoukan/ past participle of speak 

2 spoken adj 

1 : using speech and not writing ■ a spoken statement ■ the 
spoken word/language 
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2 : speaking in a specified manner — used in combination ■ 
She is soft-spoken. ■ a p\a\nspoken man [=a man who speaks 
plainly] — see also well-spoken 

spokes-man /'spouksman/ noun, pi -men /'spouksman/ 
[count] : someone who speaks for or represents a person, 
company, etc. ■ A White House spokesman answered ques¬ 
tions from the reporters. — often + for • a spokesman for the 
musician/company ■ The success of his books has made him 
a spokesman for his generation. ■ a spokesman for AIDS 
awareness 

spokes*per*son /'spooks,pa-sn/ noun, pi spokes*peo- 

ple /'spooks,pi:pal/ [count] : a man or woman who speaks 
for or represents someone or something ■ a statement from 
the company’s spokesperson 

Spokes*Wom*an /'spouks^uman/ noun, pi -wom-en 
/'spooks,wiman/ [count] : a woman who speaks for or repre¬ 
sents someone or something ■ The company’s spokeswoman 
addressed the reporters. 

1 Sponge /'spAncfc/ noun, pi spong«es 

1 [count] : a piece of light natural or artificial material that 
becomes soft when it is wet, is able to take in and hold liquid, 
and is used for washing or cleaning ■ a kitchen sponge — 
sometimes used figuratively ■ His mind is (like) a sponge. 
[=he remembers a lot of information easily] — see picture at 
KITCHEN 

2 [count] : a type of sea animal from which natural sponges 
are made 

3 [count, noncount] Brit : sponge cake • a slice of sponge 

4 [count] informal + disapproving : someone who gets some¬ 
thing from someone else without doing or paying anything 
in return : sponger ■ He’s a lazy sponge. 

5 [count] : a device like a sponge that is used by women to 
prevent pregnancy ■ a contraceptive sponge 

2 sponge verb sponges; sponged; spong-ing 

1 [+ obj] a : to clean or wipe (something) with a sponge ■ He 
sponged the table. ■ She sponged up the spilt milk. ■ He 
sponged off his face. ■ She sponged the dirt off her shirt, b 
: to put (paint) on a surface with a sponge ■ She sponged the 
paint on the walls. = She sponged the walls. 

2 informal + disapproving : to get money, food, etc., from 
(someone) without doing or paying anything in return [+ 
obj] She always sponges meals from us. [no obj] — often + 
off m She lives at home and sponges off her parents. 

Sponge bath noun, pi ~ baths [count] US : a bath in 
which someone or something is not placed in water but is 
cleaned with a wet, soapy sponge or cloth ■ The nurse gave 
him a sponge bath. 

Sponge cake noun, pi ~ cakes : a very light cake made 
with flour, eggs, and sugar [count] a lemon sponge cake 
[noncount] layers of sponge cake 

spongier /'spAnc^/ noun , pi -ers [count] informal + disap¬ 
proving : someone who gets money, food, etc., from some¬ 
one else without doing or paying anything in return ■ Her 
brother’s a lazy sponger. 

Spongy /'spAncfei/ adj spong-i-er; -est [also more most 
~] : soft and full of holes or water : resembling a sponge ■ 
spongy bread ■ The ground was spongy. 

— spong-i-ness noun [noncount] 

1 spon«SOr /'spainsa/ noun, pi -sors [count] 

1 a : a person or organization that pays the cost of an activ¬ 
ity or event (such as a radio or television program, sports 
event, concert, etc.) in return for the right to advertise dur¬ 
ing the activity or event ■ Our company is a sponsor of the 
race. ■ corporate sponsors b : a person or organization that 
gives someone money for participating in a charity event 
(such as a walk or race) ■ 1 have over 50 sponsors for next 
week’s race. C : an organization that gives money to an ath¬ 
lete for training, clothes, equipment, etc., in return for the 
right to use the athlete for advertising ■ Her sponsors include 
a major sneaker company. 

2 a : someone who takes the responsibility for someone or 
something ■ He agreed to be my sponsor so that I could join 
the club. ■ The senator is a sponsor of the proposed bill, b 
: a person who teaches and guides someone in religious or 
spiritual matters ■ She was my sponsor at my confirmation. 
[=she helped to prepare me for my confirmation] 

2 Sponsor verb -sors; -sored; -soring [+ obj] : to be a 
sponsor for (something or someone) ■ TTie radio station 
sponsored the concert. ■ The tournament is sponsored by lo¬ 
cal businesses. ■ Will you sponsor me for the charity race? ■ 
He sponsored me at my confirmation. ■ She sponsored the 
new tax bill. ■ sponsored events — sometimes used in combi¬ 


nation ■ a state-sponsored study * government -sponsored pro¬ 
grams 

Spon*SOr«Ship /'spainsavfip/ noun, pi -ships 

1 : an arrangement in which a sponsor agrees to give money 
to someone or something [noncount] You cannot race with¬ 
out sponsorship. ■ He receives millions of dollars in sponsor¬ 
ship. ■ sponsorship deals [count] She has a sponsorship from 
the sneaker company. ■ corporate sponsorships 

2 [noncount] : the act of sponsoring someone or something 

— often of m The group protested the tobacco company’s 
sponsorship of the tournament. 

spori’ta-ne-i*ty /,spa:nta'nejati/ noun [noncount] : the 
quality or state of being spontaneous ■ the spontaneity of 
their behavior ■ She liked his spontaneity. 
spon*ta-ne-OUS /span'teinijas/ adj 

1 : done or said in a natural and often sudden way and with¬ 
out a lot of thought or planning ■ spontaneous laughter ■ a 
spontaneous kiss/decision ■ The comment was completely 
spontaneous. 

2 [more most ~] : doing things that have not been 
planned but that seem enjoyable and worth doing at a partic¬ 
ular time ■ He’s a guy who’s spontaneous and fun. 

— spon*ta-ne*ous*ly adv ■ He laughed spontaneously. ■ She 
acted spontaneously. • They spontaneously decided to go to 
the beach. 

spontaneous combustion noun [noncount] technical 
: burning that is caused by chemical actions inside of some¬ 
thing rather than by heat from the outside 
SpOOf /‘spu:f/ noun, pi spoofs [count] : a humorous movie, 
book, play, etc., that copies something in a silly and exagger¬ 
ated way ■ a Shakespearean spoof — often + of or on ■ a spoof 
of horror films ■ a spoof on Shakespeare’s play 

— spoof verb spoofs; spoofed; spoofing [+ obj] • The 
movie spoofs horror films. 

1 Spook /'spuik/ noun, pi spooks [count] informal 

1 : 1 ghost 1 ■ scary spooks 

2 chiefly US : ‘spy 1 ■ a CIA spook 

2 SpOOk verb spooks; spooked; spook-ing chiefly US, in¬ 
formal 

1 [+ obj] : to scare or frighten (a person or animal) ■ The 
noise spooked the cat. ■ The little girl was spooked by scary 
masks. 

2 [no obj] : to become frightened ■ She doesn’t spook easily. 

— usually used of an animal ■ The horse spooked and ran 
away. 

Spooky /'spuiki/ adj spook-i-er; -est [also more ~ most 
~] : strange and frightening ■ a spooky movie ■ The music 
was pretty spooky. ■ a spooky old house ■ He looks spooky. = 
He’s spooky looking. ■ a spooky coincidence [=a very strange 
coincidence that makes you feel uneasy] 

Spool /'spu:l/ noun, pi spools [count] : a round object that 
is made to have something (such as thread, wire, or tape) 
wrapped around it ■ a spool of film ■ (US) a spool of thread 
[=(_Brit) a cotton reel] — see picture at sewing 
1 SDOOn /'spu:n/ noun, pi spoons [count] 

1 : an eating or cooking tool that has a small shallow bowl 
attached to a handle ■ a wooden spoon — see picture at 
place setting; see also tablespoon, teaspoon 

2 : spoonful — often + of m two spoons of sugar 
born with a silver spoon in your mouth see born 

— see also greasy spoon 

2 SpOOn verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition 
spoons; spooned; spoondng [+ obj] : to move or pick 
up (food) with a spoon ■ She spooned the gravy onto her po¬ 
tatoes. ■ He spooned the ice cream into a bowl, 
spoonerism /'spu:n3,nzam/ noun, pi -isms [count] : a 
humorous mistake in which a speaker switches the first 
sounds of two or more words • the spoonerism “tons of soil” 
for “sons of toil” 

Spoon-feed /'spu:n,fi:d/ verb -feeds; -fed /-,fed/; -feed¬ 
ing [+ obj] 

1 : to feed (someone) with a spoon ■ She spoon-fed the baby. 

2 disapproving : to give someone information in a way that 
requires or allows no further thinking or effort ■ The materi¬ 
al was spoon-fed to the students. ■ The students are being 
spoon-fed facts and dates without having any opportunity for 
discussion. ■ Misleading facts about the war are being spoon¬ 
fed to the public. 

Spoonsful /'spu:n,ful/ noun, pi -fuls [count] : as much as a 
spoon can hold — often + of* one spoonful of sugar 
sporadic /spa'raedik/ adj ‘ happening often but not regu- 
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larly : not constant or steady ■ Sporadic cases of the disease 
were reported. ■ sporadic [= intermittent ] gunfire/fighting 
— spo-rad-i-cal-ly /spa'reedikli/ adv ■ The gunfire was 
heard sporadically. [intermittently ] ■ Occurrences of the 
disease were sporadically reported, 
spore /'spoa/ noun, pi spores [count] biology : a cell made 
by some plants that is like a seed and can produce a new 
plant ■ mold spores 
1 SPOrt /'spoat/ noun, pi sports 

1 a [count] : a contest or game in which people do certain 
physical activities according to a specific set of rules and 
compete against each other ■ My favorite (competitive) 
sports are tennis and volleyball. ■ the sport of boxing ■ Do you 
play a sport ? = Do you play any sports' ? ■ Baseball is a team 
sport. [=a sport played by teams] — often used in the plural 
especially in U.S. English to refer to sports in a general way ■ 
My brother likes sports. [=he enjoys playing and/or watching 
games such as football, baseball, basketball, golf, etc.] ■ I like 
watching sports on TV. ■ She likes to play sports. — see also 
spectator sport, winter sport b [noncount] Brit 
: sports in general ■ He’s not interested in sport. [=(US)sports] 
■ She likes to play sport. 

2 : a physical activity (such as hunting, fishing, running, 
swimming, etc.) that is done for enjoyment [count] Ice- 
skating with friends is my favorite sport, [noncount] He 
hunts and fishes for sport. [=he hunts and fishes because he 
enjoys it and not as a job or because he needs food for sur¬ 
vival] — see also blood sport 

3 [count] a — used with good, bad , etc., to say if someone 
has behaved politely or not after losing a game or contest ■ 
He lost but he was a good sport about it, [=he was not rude 
or angry about losing] ■ Don’t be a poor/bad sport. [=don’t be 
angry or rude if you lose] b informal + old-fashioned 
: someone who is kind or generous ■ Be a (good) sport and 
let him play with you. C informal + old-fashioned — used as 
a friendly way to address someone (especially a man) ■ See 
you later, sport. ■ Hey, sport [-buddy]. Can you tell me where 
the nearest gas station is? 

in sport somewhat formal + old-fashioned : in a joking way 
: in a way that is not serious ■ Don’t take offense. I was 
only saying it in sport, [-in fun] 
make sport of somewhat formal + old-fashioned : to laugh at 
and make jokes about (someone or something) in an un¬ 
kind way ■ They made sport of [-made fun of] the way he 
talked. 

2 Sport adj, always used before a noun 

1 : done for enjoyment rather than as a job or for food for 
survival ■ sport fishing/hunting 

2 chiefly US : participating in an activity (such as hunting or 
fishing) for enjoyment rather than as a job or for food for 
survival ■ a sport fisherman — compare sports 

3 sport verb sports; sport-ed; sport-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to wear (something) in a way that attracts atten¬ 
tion ■ She showed up at the party sporting a bright red hat. 

2 [no obj] literary : to play in a happy and lively way ■ The 
lambs sported [-frolicked] in the meadow. 

Sport coat noun, pi ~ coats [count] US : a man’s coat that 
is like the top part of a suit but is less formal — called also 
sports coat, sports jacket, ( US) sport jacket', see color picture 
on page C15 

sport-ing /'spoatirj/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : of, relating to, or used in sports ■ sporting events ■ sporting 
dogs ■ (US) a store that sells sporting goods = a sporting 
goods store 

2 : fairly good — used in the phrase a sporting chance • 
There is a sporting chance that your plan will work. ■ He may 
not win, but he should at least be given a sporting chance [=a 
fair chance] to succeed. 

3 [more most ~] chiefly Brit : done or behaving in a way 
that treats the other people in a sport or competition fairly ■ 
It wasn’t very sporting of you to trip him. ■ a sporting gesture 
[=a gesture that shows good sportsmanship] — opposite un¬ 
sporting 

sport of kings noun 

the sport of kings somewhat old-fashioned : the sport of 
racing horses : horseracing 

sports /'spoa'ts/ adj, always used before a noun : of, relating 
to, or suitable for sports ■ a sports team/fan ■ a sports center • 
the sports section/pages of the newspaper ■ sports equipment/ 
facilities ■ a sports bra — compare 2 sport 
sports bar noun, pi ~ bars [count] US : a bar that has tele¬ 


visions for watching sports and is decorated with sports 
items 

sports car noun, pi cars [count] : a low, small car that 
seats two people and that is made for fast driving — see pic¬ 
ture at CAR 

sports-cast /'sports,kaest, Brit 'sports,ka:st/ noun, pi 
-casts [count] US : a television or radio broadcast of a 
sports event or of news about sports 
sports-cast-er /'sports,kaesta% Brit 'sports,kaisto/ noun, pi 
-ers [count] US : someone who describes the action of a 
sports event or gives news about sports during a sportscast 
sports coat noun, pi ~ coats [count] : sport coat 
sports day noun, pi ~ days [count] Brit : FIELD DAY 
Sport Shirt noun, pi ~ shirts [count] US : an informal shirt; 

especially : polo shirt — called also sports shirt 
sports jacket noun, pi ~ -ets [count] : sport coat 
sports-man /'sportsman/ noun, pi sports-men 
/'spoo'tsmon/ [count] 

1 US : a man who participates in outdoor activities like 
hunting and fishing 

2 chiefly Brit : a man who participates in sports ■ a champion 
sportsman [-athlete] ■ He was a keen sportsman all his life. 

sports-man-like /'spoa'tsmon^aik/ adj : fair, respectful, 
and polite toward other players when participating in a sport 
: showing sportsmanship ■ She is always sportsmanlike when 
she plays. ■ sportsmanlike behavior — opposite unsports¬ 
manlike 

sports-man-ship /'spoo'tsmonjip/ noun [noncount] : fair 
play, respect for opponents, and polite behavior by someone 
who is competing in a sport or other competition ■ He’s a 
great player who’s also admired for his sportsmanship. • She 
showed good/bad/poor sportsmanship. 
sports medicine noun [noncount] : a field of medicine 
that relates to the prevention and treatment of injuries and 
other health problems that affect people who play sports 
sports shirt noun, pi ~ shirts [count ]: sport shirt 
SportS-Wear /'spoa^w ea/noun [noncount] 

1 : clothes that people wear for playing sports 

2 chiefly US: comfortable clothes that people wear for infor¬ 
mal activities 

sports-wom-an /'spools,wumon/ noun, pi -wom-en 

/-,wimon/ [count] : a woman who participates in sports ■ a 
champion sportswoman 

sports-writ-er /'spoa'ts.raiW noun, pi -ers [count] : some¬ 
one who writes about sports for a newspaper, magazine, etc. 
sport-util-i-ty vehicle /'spo^tju'tilati-/ noun, pi ~ 
-hides [count] : suv 

sporty /hpozrix/ adj sport-i-er; -est [also more —; most ~] 

1 of clothing : attractive and suitable for informal wear ■ a 
sporty jacket/shirt 

2 of a car : having the qualities or appearance of a sports car 
■ a sporty red convertible 

3 chiefly Brit : liking sports : active in and good at sports 
: athletic ■ sporty children 

1 Spot /'spait /noun, pi spots [count] 

1 a : a small area of a surface that is different from other ar¬ 
eas ■ The wood still has some rough spot?. ■ The chair's origi¬ 
nal paint is still visible in spots. ■ He fell through a weak spot 
in the ice. — often + on ■ The dog is black with a white spot 
on its chest. ■ There are wet spots on the floor. ■ a sore spot on 
his hand ■ He tries to cover up the bald spot on his head. ■ a 
bruised spot on the apple — see also beauty spot, sunspot 
b : a small amount of a substance that is on something ■ The 
tablecloth had a couple of spot?. ■ There were mud spots on 
the back of his pants. ■ rust spot? on the metal — often + of • 
a spot of grease ■ There was a tiny spot of ketchup at the cor¬ 
ner of her mouth. ■ There wasn’t a spot of dust anywhere. C 
: a small mark or lump on your skin, on the surface of a 
plant, etc. ■ I noticed some red spots on my arms. ■ spots of 
rot on the leaf d Brit : pimple ■ a teenager with spots on his 
face 

2 : a particular space or area : place ■ This looks like a 
good spot for a picnic. ■ a sunny/shady spot ■ a quiet spot by 
the river ■ our family’s favorite vacation spot ■ We had trou¬ 
ble finding a parking spot, [-space] - The battle happened ex¬ 
actly on/at this spot over 150 years ago. ■ There are spots in 
the essay where the writer drifts from his argument. ■ This is 
a good spot to stop the movie. — see also black spot, hot 
SPOT, NIGHTSPOT, TROUBLE SPOT, bright Spot at BRIGHT 

3 : a particular position in a competition, organization, pro¬ 
gram, etc. ■ The teams are battling for the last play-off spot. ■ 
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The band deserves a better spot in the festival’s lineup. ■ The 
talk show has been moved to a daytime spot. « He’s trying out 
for a spot on the team. ■ With such a large lead, the team is in 
a comfortable spot. 

4 : an appearance on a television or radio program • The 
host has several guest spots lined up tonight. 

5 : a short announcement or advertisement on television or 
radio ■ advertising spots 

6 : a difficult or embarrassing position or situation — usual¬ 
ly singular • When the truth came out, they found them¬ 
selves in an awful spot, [-fix, mess, predicament] • You put 
me in a (tight) spot, 

7 Brit : a small amount of something ■ I had a spot of [-bit oft 
trouble putting the bicycle together. « How about a spot of 
tennis before lunch? • a spot o/lunch • Just a spot of brandy, 
please. ■ They had a spot of bother with the Inland Revenue. 
a leopard can’t change its spots see leopard 

hit the spot informal, of food or drink : to be very enjoyable 
or satisfying ■ That dinner really hit the spot. [=1 enjoyed 
that dinner very much] 

knock spots off Brit, informal : to be much better than 
(someone or something) ■ They knock spots off the compe¬ 
tition. 

on the spot 1 : right away at the place that has been men¬ 
tioned : immediately ■ I offered him the job when he 
came for an interview, and he accepted the offer on the 
spot. • When the boss saw him stealing, he was fired on the 
spot. 2 : at the place where something is happening ■ She 
was on the spot reporting on the fire soon after the alarm 
was sounded. 3 : in a difficult or dangerous position or 
situation ■ The question put me on the spot. 4 Brit : in the 
same location without moving forward or backward ■ run¬ 
ning/jogging on the spot [=(CAS) in place] 

- see also blind spot, soft spot 

2 spot verb spots; spotted; spotting [+ obft 

1 not used in progressive tenses : to see or notice (someone or 
something that is difficult to see or find) ■ She spotted a deer 
in the woods. • He spotted a typo.« Can you spot [= recognize] 
the difference between the pictures? ■ The band’s lead singer 
was recently spotted with a well-known actress. 

2 US a : to give (an opponent) a specified advantage at the 
beginning of a race, game, etc., in order to make a competi¬ 
tion more even • They spotted us five points, and we still lost. 

■ (golf) He spotted him two strokes a hole, b informal : to 
lend (someone) a small amount of money ■ I’m a little short 
of cash. Can you spot me five bucks? 

3 American football : to put (the football) at the appropriate 
place on the field in preparation for the next play • The offi¬ 
cial spotted the ball at the 10-yard line. 

4 : to mark (something) with spots ■ A trail of blood spotted 
the snow. — usually used as (be) spotted with ■ His pants were 
spotted with mud. [=there were spots of mud on his pants] 

3 Spot adj, always used before a noun, finance : relating to 
goods or shares that are paid for and delivered immediately 
instead of at a future time ■ the difference between futures 
and spot commodities ■ the spot price of wheat/oil ■ the spot 
market • spot cash [=cash paid immediately for something] 
spot check noun, pi ~ checks [count] : an act of looking 
at a few things or people in a group in order to find possible 
problems ■ Police carried out spot checks of/on cars at the 
border. 

spot—check /'spa.^tfek/ verb -checks; -checked; 
-checking : to check (something) quickly for problems es¬ 
pecially by looking at a few things or people in a group [+ 
obft He spot-checked the data for errors. ■ Police spot-checked 
cars at the border, [no obft — often + for ■ She spot-checked 
for errors. 

spotdess /'spa.tlss/ adj : perfectly clean « a spotless kitchen 

■ She keeps her room spotless. — often used figuratively ■ He 
has a spotless record/reputation. 

— spot-less-ly adv ■ The house is spotlessly clean . 
1 spot*light /'spa:t,lait/ noun, pi -lights 

1 [count] a : a device that directs a narrow, bright beam of 
light on a small area ■ They aimed the spotlight at the center 
of the stage, b : the area of light created by a spotlight ■ A 
spotlight moved across the stage. • The actor stood in the 
spotlight. « performing under the spotlights 

2 the spotlight: public attention or notice « a baseball star 
who hates the spotlight ■ They’re always In the spotlight. • 
School violence is once again under the media spotlight. 
[=getting a lot of attention from the media]« The news article 
turned/put the spotlight on the city’s financial problems. 


2 spotlight verb -lights; -light*ed or -lit; -lighting [+ obft 

1 : to shine a spotlight on (someone or something) « She was 
spotlighted as she sang her solo. ■ a spotlit area 

2 : to give special attention to (something) « The news spot¬ 
lighted the city’s financial problems. 

Spot—Of! /'spait'ain/ adj, chiefly Brit, informal : exactly cor¬ 
rect : completely accurate ■ The weather forecast was spot- 
on. • a spot-on impersonation 

Spotted /'spaitad/ adj ■ marked with spots ■ a spotted cat 
Spotted dick noun, pi ~ dicks [count, noncount] Brit : a 
hot dessert that is like a moist cake made with suet and cur¬ 
rants or raisins 

spot-ter /'spcLta 1 / noun, pi -ters [count] 

1 : someone who looks for a particular type of person or 
thing ■ a trend spotter ■ plane spotters — see also trainspot- 
ter 

2 : a person who watches and helps someone who is exercis¬ 
ing in order to help prevent injuries ■ When you lift weights, 
you should always have a spotter. 

spot-ty /'spa:ti/ adj spot*ti*er; -est 

1 chiefly US : not always good : good in some parts or at 
some times but not others ■ Her work has been spotty. ■ The 
service at that restaurant is a little spotty. ■ students with spot¬ 
ty attendance records ■ spotty [-inconsistent] data/results 

2 : marked with spots ■ The photograph was spotty. • (Brit) a 
spotty [=pimply] youth 

spouse /'spans/ noun, pi spous»es [count] : someone who 
is married : a husband or wife ■ my brothers and sisters and 
their spouses 

— spousal /‘spauzal/ adj, always used before a noun • spou¬ 
sal abuse/consent/support 

1 spout /‘spaut/ verb spouts; spout-ed; spouMng 

1 a [+ obft : to shoot out (a liquid) with force ■ The well was 
spouting oil. ■ The volcano spouted lava, b [no obft : to flow 
out with force ■ Blood spouted [=, spurted] (out) from the 
wound. 

2 : to say or talk about (something) in a way that is boring or 
annoying [+ obft He started spouting poetry. — often + off' 
He spouted off a long list of statistics to prove his point, [no 
obft She kept spouting on and on about politics. — often + off 
■ I’m tired of hearing him spout off about his adventures. 

2 spout noun, pi spouts [count] 

1 : a tube, pipe, or hole out of which a liquid flows ■ Water 
was flowing from/down the spout. ■ the spout of a tea kettle 

— see also downspout, waterspout 

2 : a sudden strong stream of liquid ■ a spout of water/blood 
up the spout Brit, informal — used to describe something 

that has completely failed, been ruined, etc. ■ The econo¬ 
my’s up the spout. ■ His marriage is going up the spout. 
[=down the drain] 

sprain /'sprem/ verb sprains; sprained; spraining [+ 

obft : to injure (a joint) by twisting it in a sudden and painful 
way ■ I fell and sprained [-twisted] my ankle/wrist. ■ a 
sprained ankle — compare strain 

— sprain noun, pi sprains [count] • My wrist isn’t broken. 
It’s just a bad sprain. 

Sprang past tense <?/ 2 spring 

sprat /'sprat/ noun, pi sprats [count, noncount] : a small 
fish that is used for food 

1 Sprawl /'spra:!/ verb, always followed by an adverb or preposi¬ 
tion sprawls; sprawled; sprawMng [no obft 

1 : to lie or sit with your arms and legs spread wide apart ■ 
The kids sprawled on the floor to watch TV. • He sprawled 
(out) on the couch. ■ One punch sent him sprawling to the 
floor. [=caused him to fall to the floor in a violent and un¬ 
controlled way] ■ She tripped and went sprawling into the ta¬ 
ble. 

2 : to spread or develop in an uneven or uncontrolled way ■ 
The city sprawls along the coastline. ■ The bushes were 
sprawling along the road. 

— sprawled adj ■ He saw her sprawled across the bed. ■ He 
was sprawled (out) in his chair. — sprawling adj ■ a 
sprawling city ■ It was hard to follow the sprawling plot of 
the novel. 

2 Sprawl noun 

1 [singular] : a group of things (such as buildings) that cover 
an area in an uneven and ugly way — often + of' a sprawl of 
stores and restaurants 

2 [noncount] : urban sprawl ■ efforts to stop/prevent 
sprawl 

1 Spray /'sprei/ noun, pi sprays 

T a [count] : liquid that is forced out of a container in a 
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stream of very small drops ■ The paint was applied in a fine 
spray, b : a liquid substance that is used or applied by being 
forced out of a container in a stream of very small drops 
[count] A nasal/nose spray should help you breathe better. ■ 
Hand me the bug spray. [ noncount ] a can of hair spray 

- see also pepper spray c [count] : the act of putting a 
liquid on something in a stream of small drops : the act of 
spraying something ■ Give your hair one more spray to be 
sure it stays in place. ■ a quick spray of perfume 

2 [noncount] : very small drops of water moving through the 
air ■ sea spray 

3 [count] : a stream of liquid in the form of very small drops 

- often + of ■ a spray of water/blood ■ The car splashed a 
spray of mud on me. — sometimes used figuratively ■ a spray 
of bullets [=a number of bullets that are shot quickly] ■ A 
spray of gravel hit the car. 

- compare ’spray 

2 Spray verb sprays; sprayed; spraydng 

1 \+ obj] a : to put a stream of small drops of liquid on 
(someone or something) ■ She sprayed herself with perfume. 
■ I sprayed the plants (with a pesticide). ■ The crops are 
sprayed monthly. ■ We were sprayed by water from the crash¬ 
ing waves, b : to put (something) on a surface or into the 
air using a special container that produces a stream of small 
drops of liquid ■ The boys sprayed graffiti on the wall. ■ He 
sprayed the paint evenly over the surface. ■ She sprayed some 
perfume into the air. 

2 [no obj] : to flow out in a stream of very small drops ■ The 
soda sprayed from the bottle. ■ The blood sprayed onto the 
wall. 

3 [+ obj] : to shoot many bullets at someone or something ■ 
The gunmen sprayed the house with bullets. = The gunmen 
sprayed bullets into the house. ■ They sprayed the crowd with 
bullets. 

4 a [no obj] of a cat : to wet something (such as a bush) with 
urine ■ Cats may spray to mark their territory, b [+ obj] of a 
skunk : to wet (an animal or person) with a liquid that has a 
very bad smell ■ He was sprayed by a skunk. ■ The skunk 
sprayed the dog. 

3 spray noun, pi sprays [count] 

1 : a branch of a plant that usually has flowers and is used as 
a decoration — often + of • a spray [=sprig] of apple blossoms 

2 : an attractive arrangement of flowers — often + of ■ a 
spray of roses 

- compare 'spray 

spray can noun, pi ~ cans [count] : a can that contains a 
liquid (such as paint) that can be sprayed 
spray-er /'spreja 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a device that is 
used for spraying a liquid on or into something ■ a paint 
sprayer 

spray paint noun, pi ~ paints : paint that is sprayed onto 
a surface from a can that you can hold in one hand [non¬ 
count] a can of spray paint ■ I used spray paint on the table. 
[count] Spray paints cannot be sold to children. 

- spray-paint verb -paints; -paint-ed; -paint-ing [+ obj] 
■ I’m going to spray-paint the table. ■ Graffiti was spray- 
painted on the wall. 

1 Spread /'spred/ verb spreads; spread; spreading 

1 [+ obj] a : to open, arrange, or place (something) over a 
large area ■ The newspaper was spread across his lap. • Her 
notes were spread all over the desk. ■ Help me spread the 
cloth on the table. — often + out ■ He spread out the map on 
the table. = He spread the map out on the table. ■ The cards 
were spread out across the table. ■ The city is spread out over 
a wide area. [=the city covers a wide area] b : to place 
(things) over a large area ■ We spread fertilizer on our yard. ■ 
The seeds are spread by wind, birds, and animals. 

2 a [no obj] : to become larger or to affect a larger area : to 
move into more places ■ The fire spread quickly through the 
building. ■ The cancer has spread to her throat. ■ The use of 
computer technology has spread into all fields of work. ■ The 
odor spread throughout the room. ■ The plant will spread. 
[=the plant will produce more plants in the area around it] ■ 
The fashion quickly spread from France to England, b [+ 
obj] : to cause (something) to be present in more places 
throughout a large area ■ Flies spread diseases. ■ Missionaries 
were sent to the colonies to spread Christianity. ■ The reli¬ 
gion was spread through/over much of Europe. 

3 a [no obj] : to pass from person to person ■ Her determina¬ 
tion and desire to win spread to the other players, b [no obj] 
: to become known by many people ■ The rumor spread 
quickly. ■ The news spread like wildfire. [=the news became 


known very quickly] C [+ obj] : to cause (something) to be¬ 
come known by many people ■ He was spreading lies/gossip/ 
rumors about her. ■ People are spreading the word [=telling 
others] about his book. 

4 : to move (parts of your body) outward or away from each 
other [+ obj] She spread [= stretched 1 her arms wide and 
hugged him. ■ The bird spreads its wings. ■ Spread your fin¬ 
gers wide apart. — often + out • Spread out your toes. = 
Spread your toes out. ■ There’s no room on the couch to 
spread yourself out. • Spread your arms out. [no obj] — + out 
■ There’s no room on the couch to spread out. [=stretch out] 

5 [no obj] of a smile or other facial expression : to appear and 
slowly grow more apparent ■ A smile slowly spread across 
her face. ■ A look of disbelief spread across/over their faces. 

6 [+ obj] : to put a layer of (something) on top of something 
else ■ He spread butter on the bread. = He spread the bread 
with butter. ■ She carefully spread the plaster over the hole. ■ 
Spread the glue evenly on the paper. 

7 [+ obj] : to divide up (something) over a period of time or 
among members of a group • The payments are spread over a 
period of six years. ■ You should spread the wealth. [=share 
your money or good fortune with others) — often + out ■ I 
plan to spread the work out over the next couple of weeks. ■ 
The course is spread out over two semesters. 

spread out [phrasal verb] : to move apart from the other 
members of a group especially to search an area ■ The po¬ 
lice spread out [-fanned out] to search the area faster. 
— see also ‘spread la, 4, 7 (above) 
spread your net wide see ‘net 
spread your wings see ‘wing 
2 spread noun, pi spreads 

1 [noncount] : growth or increase that causes something to 
cover a larger area, affect a larger number of people, etc. — 
often + of • We need to slow the spread of the disease/virus. ■ 
the spread of infection ■ the spread of new technology ■ the 
spread of drugs in the city ■ the spread of civilization/reli¬ 
gion/peace 

2 : a soft food that is spread on bread, crackers, etc. [count] 
She offered crackers and a cheese spread, [noncount] He 
uses low-fat spread on his toast. 

3 [count] : the total distance between the two outer edges of 
something — usually singular; often + of ■ the spread of a 
bird’s wings ■ The plant has a spread of three feet. 

4 [count] informal : a large meal — usually singular ■ We al¬ 
ways have a huge spread for Thanksgiving. 

5 [count] : something (such as an advertisement or a series of 
photos) that covers two or more pages in a newspaper or 
magazine ■ a two-page spread 

6 [count] US : bedspread 

7 [count] US : a large farm or ranch — usually singular ■ He 
bought a spread of 100 acres. ■ They have quite a spread. 

8 [count] : a variety or range of things or people — usually 
singular; often + of • The poll showed a large spread of opin¬ 
ions. 

Spread—ea«gled /'spred,i:g3ld/ adj : with arms and legs 
spread wide apart ■ He lay spread-eagled on the bed. ■ a 
spread-eagled position 

spread*er /'spreda-/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person or 
thing that spreads something ■ Mosquito are spreaders of dis¬ 
ease. ■ a manure/seed spreader • a spreader of gossip/lies 
spread-sheet /'spreddirt/ noun, pi -sheets [count] 

1 : a computer program that calculates numbers and orga¬ 
nizes information in columns and rows 

2 : a document that has columns and rows which are used to 
calculate numbers and organize information 

spree /'spri:/ noun, pi sprees [count] : a short period of 
time when you do a lot of something ■ a buying/shopping/ 
spending spree [-binge] ■ They went on a killing/crime spree. 
sprig /'sprig/ noun, pi sprigs [count] : a small twig or stem 
that has leaves or flowers on it ■ a sprig of parsley 
spright-ly /'spraitli/ adj sprighMi-er; -est: full of life and 
energy — used especially to describe an older person ■ a 
sprightly old woman of 80 
— sprlght-ii*ness noun [noncount] 

1 Spring /'sprig/ noun,pi springs 

1 : the season between winter and summer : the season 
when plants and trees begin to grow [count] We’ll plant the 
seeds next spring. • We’ve had a rainy spring. ■ the spring of 
1984 [noncount] a beautiful day in early/late spring ■ The 
first few weeks of spring were unusually warm. — often used 
before another noun ■ our spring catalog • a new spring ward¬ 
robe ■ spring colors/flowers 
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2 a [count] : a twisted or coiled piece of metal that returns to 
its original shape when it is pressed down or stretched • The 
mattress is old and some of the spring are broken. — see 
also box spring b [ noncount]: the ability of something to 
return to its original shape when it is pressed down, 
stretched, twisted, etc. ■ The cushion has lost its spring. 

3 [count] : a source of water coming up from the ground ■ a 
mineral spring — see also hot spring 

4 [singular] : a lively and energetic quality ■ She had a spring 
in her step. 

5 [singular] : a quick sudden leap up or forward ■ The deer 
gave a. spring and was gone. — see also handspring 

2 spring verb springs; sprang /'sprarj/ or sprung /•sprAQ/; 
sprung; spring-ing 

1 [no obj ] a : to move or leap suddenly forward or upward ■ 
The lion was waiting to spring. • The deer sprang up the path. 
■ I sprang to my feet. ■ He sprang out of his seat and ran to 
the door, b always followed by an adverb or preposition : to 
move quickly to a different position ■ The lid sprang open/ 
shut. ■ The branch sprang back and hit her. ■ The rope 
stretches and springs back into shape. [=retums to its origi¬ 
nal shape] 

2 [+ obj] informal: to help (someone) to get out of or escape 
from jail, prison, etc. ■ He tried to spring his accomplice. ■ His 
lawyer managed to get him sprung from prison. 

spring a leak : to start to leak : to suddenly let water in or 
out through a crack or break ■ The boat/pipe sprang a 
leak. 

spring a surprise : to do, ask, or say something that is not 
expected ■ Everyone knows she’s not likely to spring a sur¬ 
prise. • The teacher sprang a surprise on us and gave a quiz. 
spring a trap : to capture someone or something (such as 
an animal or criminal) with a trap — often + on ■ Police 
sprang a trap on the drug smugglers. 
spring for [phrasal verb] spring for (something) US, informal 
: to pay for (something): to spend money on (something) ■ 
She refuses to spring for a new coat. ■ I’ll spring for dinner. 
spring from [phrasal verb] spring from (something) informal 
: to start from or be caused by (something) ■ The idea 
sprang from [=camefrom] a dream I had. 
spring from the loins see loin 

spring into/to action/life : to become suddenly very active 
and energetic ■ They sprang into action as soon as they re¬ 
ceived their orders. • The crowd sprang to life after the first 
goal was scored. 

spring on [phrasal verb ] spring (something) on (someone) 
: to surprise (someone) with (something, such as a request 
or announcement) ■ You should try to prepare them for 
your decision instead of just springing it on them suddenly. 
spring to mind see 1 mind 

spring up [phrasal verb] : to grow or appear suddenly ■ The 
weeds sprang up overnight. ■ New housing developments 
are springing up all over the state. 
tears spring to your eyes 4- If tears spring to your eyes, you 
suddenly start to cry. ■ Tears sprang to his eyes when he 
read about the accident. 

spring-board /'spin],bod'd/ noun, pi -boards [count] 

1 : a strong, flexible board that is used for jumping very high 
in gymnastics or diving 

2 : something that helps you start an activity or process ■ 
The news served as a springboard for a class discussion. 

spring-bok /‘spnrj,ba:k/ noun, pi springbok or spring¬ 
boks [count] ; a small, very fast deer that lives in Africa 

Spring break noun, pi ~ breaks US : a vacation from 
classes at a school usually for a week in the spring; especially 
: such a vacation at a college or university [ noncount] Many 
students go to Florida for/on spring break, [count] How was 
your spring break ? 

spring chicken noun, pi ~~ -ens [count] informal + humor¬ 
ous : a young person — usually used in negative statements 
to say that someone is not young ■ She’s no spring chicken, 
that’s for sure. 

spring-clean verb -cleans; -cleaned; -cleaning (+ obj] 
: to clean (a place) thoroughly in the spring ■ It’s time to 
spring-clean the house and air out the place. 

— spring-clean noun [singular] Brit ■ It’s time to give the 
house a spring-clean. — spring-cleaning noun [non¬ 
count] • We were busy with spring-cleaning. 

Spring fever noun [nencount] : a feeling of wanting to go 
outdoors and do things because spring is coming and the 
weather is getting warmer 1 The children all have spring fever. 

Spring-loaded adj : containing a metal spring that presses 


one part against another 1 a spring-loaded mousetrap 
spring onion noun, pi ~ -ions [count] chiefly Brit : green 
onion 

spring peeper noun, pi ~ -ers [count ]: peeper 
spring roll noun, pi ~~ rolls [count]: egg roll 
spring tide noun, pi ~ tides [count] : a tide in which the 
sea rises and falls more than usual Spring tides happen 
when the moon, earth, and sun are aligned with each other. 
Spring-time /'spnrjitaim/ noun [noncount] : the season of 
spring 1 Springtime is her favorite time of year. 1 It’s beautiful 
here in (the) springtime. [=in the spring] 
spring training noun [noncount] US : the time in the 
spring when baseball teams prepare for the regular season by 
playing practice games 
springy /'spnrji/ ad/ spring-i-er; -est 

1 : returning to an original shape when pressed down, twist¬ 
ed, stretched, etc. 1 a springy bed 1 springy vines 

2 : having or showing lively and energetic movement ■ He 
walks with a springy step. 

— springiness /'sprirjinas/ noun [noncount] ■ The cushion 
has lost its springiness. 

1 sprin-kle /'spnokal/ verb sprin-kles; sprin-kled; sprin¬ 
kling 

1 [+ obj] a : to drop or spread small pieces or amounts of 
something over something ■ He sprinkled water on the 
plants. 1 I sprinkled grass seed over the soil. 1 She sprinkled 
grated cheese on the pasta. = She sprinkled the pasta with 
grated cheese. — often used figuratively 1 The essay is sprin¬ 
kled with quotations. [=there are quotations in different 
parts of the essay] b : to put small drops of liquid on (some¬ 
one or something) 1 She sprinkled the clothes before ironing 
them. 

2 [no obj] US : to rain lightly • “Is it raining?” “It’s just sprin¬ 
kling a little.” 

z sprinkle noun 

1 [singular] : a light rain 1 a sprinkle of rain 1 It rained last 
night, but it was just a sprinkle. 

2 [singular] : a small amount that is sprinkled on something ■ 
She topped the pasta with a sprinkle of parsley. — sometimes 
used figuratively ■ We’ve received a sprinkle [=a very small 
number] of complaints. 

3 sprinkles [plural] US : tiny candies that are put on top of a 
sweet food (such as ice cream) 1 chocolate sprinkles 

sprin-kler /'sprinkle/ noun, pi -klers [count] 

1 : a device that is used to spray water on plants or soil 

— see picture at gardening 

2 : a device in a building that sprays water if there is a fire 
sprin-kling /'spngklii)/ noun [singular] : a small amount 

that is sprinkled on something 1 She put a sprinkling of pars¬ 
ley on the pasta. [=she sprinkled a small amount of parsley 
on the pasta] — often used figuratively ■ We received only a 
sprinkling of suggestions. [=only a few suggestions] 

1 sprint /•sprint/ verb sprints; sprint-ed; sprint-ing [no 
obj] : to run or go very fast for a short distance ■ He sprinted 
to class. 1 The bicycle racers sprinted for the finish line. 

— sprint-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

2 sprint noun, pi sprints 

1 [count] : a race over a short distance at a very fast speed 

2 [singular] : a short period of running or going very fast 1 He 
made a sprint for the finish line. 

sprite /'sprait/ noun, pi sprites [count] in stories : a small 
creature that has magical powers : an elf or fairy 1 a water 
sprite 

spritz /'sprits/ verb spritz-es; spritzed; spritz-ing [+ obj] 
US : to spray (something) quickly with a small amount of 
liquid 1 Make sure to spritz the plants with water every day. 1 
She spritzed her hair with hairspray. 

— spritz noun, pi spritzes [count] • a spritz of water 
spritz-er /'spritsa 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a drink made of 

wine mixed with soda water 1 a white wine spritzer 
sprock-et /'sprcrkat/ noun, pi -ets [count] : a wheel that 
has a row of teeth around its edge which fit into the holes of 
something (such as a bicycle chain or a piece of film) and 
cause it to turn when the wheel turns; also : any one of the 
teeth on such a wheel 

sprog /'spra:g/ noun, pi sprogs [count] Brit, informal : a 
child or baby 1 a cute little sprog 
1 Sprout /'spraot/ verb sprouts; sprout-ed; sprout-ing 
1 : to produce new leaves, buds, etc. [no obj] seeds sprouting 
in the spring 1 Potatoes will sprout in the bag if kept in a 
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warm place. [+ obj] The garden is sprouting weeds. ■ The tree 
is already sprouting leaves. 

2 : to grow or develop (something) [+ obj] He sprouted a 
beard since the last time I saw him. ■ She dreamed that her 
boss had sprouted horns, [no obj ] Hair sprouted on his face. 

3 [no obj ] : to appear suddenly and in large numbers — of¬ 
ten + up ■ Dozens of new restaurants have been sprouting up 
[= popping up] around the city. 

2 Sprout noun, pi sprouts 

1 [count] : a new part (such as a leaf or bud) that is growing 
on a plant 

2 sprouts [plural] chiefly US : very young plants that come 
from alfalfa or bean seeds and that are used as a vegetable 

3 [count] chiejty Brit : Brussels sprout 

1 spruce /'spru:s/ noun, pi spruc-es also spruce 

1 [count]: a type of tree that has long, thin needles instead of 
leaves and that stays green throughout the year 

2 [noncount] : the wood of a spruce tree 
2 spruce verb spruces; spruced; spruc-ing 

spruce up [phrasal verb] spruce (someone or something) up 
or spruce up (someone or something) : to make (someone 
or something) look cleaner, neater, or more attractive ■ We 
spruced up the room with a fresh coat of paint. ■ I need to 
spruce myself up a bit before we go out to dinner. 
3 spruce adj spruc-er; -est somewhat old-fashioned : neat, 
clean, or stylish in appearance ■ He looked very spruce in his 
new suit. 

— spruce-ly adv ■ a sprucely decorated room 
Sprung past tense and past participle o/ 2 SPRING 

spry /'sprai/ adj spri-er or spry-er /'spraja-/; spri-est or 
spry-est /'sprajast/ : full of life and energy — used espe¬ 
cially to describe an older person ■ She’s 64 and still as spry as 
she was at 30. 

— spry-ly adv — spry-ness noun [noncount] 

Spud /'spAd/ noun, pi spuds [count] informal : potato 1 
Spume /'spju:m/ noun [noncount] literary : bubbles that 
form on ocean waves : foam 
Spun past tense and past participle of ‘spin 
Spun glass noun [noncount] : fiberglass 
Spunk /'spAijk/ noun [noncount] 

1 informal : spirit, courage, and determination ■ That little 
girl has a lot of spunk. 

2 Brit slang, impolite : semen 

Spunky /'spAijki/ adj spunk-i-er; -est informal : full of 
spirit, courage, and determination ■ a spunky little girl 

— spunk-i-ness /'spApkinas/ noun [noncount] 

1 spur /'spa-/ noun, pi spurs 

1 [count] : a sharp pointed 
object that is attached to the 
heel of a horse rider’s boot 
and that is pressed into the 
horse’s side to make the 
horse go faster 

2 [singular] : something that 
makes you want to do some¬ 
thing or that causes some¬ 
thing to happen : incen¬ 
tive — often + to ■ The reward was offered as a spur to 
greater work/achievement. ■ a spur to the imagination 

3 [count] : a mass of sharp rock on the side of a mountain 

4 [count] : a short section of railway track that leads from 
the main line 

on/at the spur of the moment If something is done on/at 
the spur of the moment , it is done immediately without 
planning. ■ We decided on the spur of the moment to go to 
the beach. — see also spur-of-the-moment 
win/earn your spurs : to do something which shows that 
you deserve to be respected or noticed ■ He eamedfwon his 
spurs by doubling the company’s profits in the past year. 
2 spur verb spurs; spurred; spurring [+ obj] 

1 : to encourage (someone) to do or achieve something ■ The 
reward spurred them to work harder. — often + on ■ His en¬ 
couragement spurred them on to finish the project. 

2 : to cause (something) to happen or to happen more 
quickly ■ Lower interest rates should spur economic growth. 

3 : to urge (a horse) to go faster by pushing spurs into its 
sides ■ He spurred the horse onward. 

SpU-ri-OUS /'spjarijas/ adj 

1 : not genuine, sincere, or authentic ■ spurious [-fake] gems 
■ spurious [-insincere] kindness 

2 : based on false ideas or bad reasoning ■ spurious claims/ 
justifications 


— spu-ri-ous-ly adv — spu-ri-ous-ness noun [noncount] 
spurn /'sp»n/ verb spurns; spurned; spurning [+ obj] 

literary : to refuse to accept (someone or something that you 
do not think deserves your respect, attention, affection, etc.) 

■ She spumed [= rejected] their offer. ■ a spumed lover 
Spur—Of—the—moment adj, always used before a noun 

: done suddenly and without planning ■ They made a spur-of- 
the-moment decision to go the movies. — see also on/at the 
spur of the moment at ‘SPUR 
1 spurt /'sp^t/ verb spurts; spurt-ed; spurt-ing 

1 : to pour out or come out quickly and suddenly [no obj] 
Water spurted from the broken pipe. ■ Blood was spurting out 
of his nose. * Flames spurted from the open window. [+ obj] 
His nose spurted blood. 

2 [no obj] : to move at a fast speed for a short distance ■ He 
spurted [= sprinted) for the finish line. 

2 spurt noun, pi spurts [count] 

1 : an amount of liquid, flame, etc., that comes out of some¬ 
thing suddenly • a spurt of water/blood ■ a spun of venom 

2 : a short period of greatly increased effort, activity, or de¬ 
velopment ■ a spurt of hard work ■ When he was 11 he had a 
growth spurt. [=he grew quickly and suddenly in a short pe¬ 
riod of time] • They worked on the house in spurts , whenev¬ 
er they had time. 

3 US : a short period of time ■ They played well for a brief 
spun but then started losing again. 

sput-ter /'spaW verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing 

1 [no obj] : to make loud sounds like explosions ■ The motor 
sputtered and died. 

2 : to speak quickly or in a confused way because you are 
upset, surprised, etc. [no obj] He was sputtering with rage. 
[+ obj] She sputtered an angry protest. ■ “You, you have to be 
kidding!” he sputtered. 

— sputter noun, pi -ters [count] ■ The motor gave a sputter 
and died. 

Spu-tum /'spju.tam/ noun [noncount] medical : a thick liq¬ 
uid that comes up from your lungs when you are sick 
1 spy /'spai/ noun, pi spies [count] 

1 : a person who tries secretly to get information about a 
country or organization for another country or organization 

■ He was a spy for the CIA. ■ a Cold War spy — often used be¬ 
fore another noun • a spy novel/thriller [=a novel/thriller 
about spies! • a spy camera/plane [=a camera/plane used for 
spying] 

2 : someone who secretly watches the movement or actions 
of other people ■ My coworker is a spy for the boss. ■ the 
neighborhood spy 

2 spy verb spies; spied; spy-ing 

1 [no obj] : to try secretly to get information about a coun¬ 
try, organization, etc. : to act as a spy ■ They were accused of 
spying for a foreign government. — often + on ■ They were 
accused of spying on a rival company. 

2 [+ obj] : to see or notice (someone or something) ■ She 
spied [-caught sight of] a friend in the crowd. 

spy on [phrasal verb] spy on (someone or something) : to 
watch (someone) secretly ■ He spies on his neighbors. ■ 
Have you been spying on me? — see also 2 SPY 1 (above) 
spy out [phrasal verb] 1 spy (something) out or spy out 
(something) : to notice, find, or learn about (something) 
by looking often in a secret way ■ They were trying to spy 
out the enemy’s position. 2 spy out the land chiefly Brit 
: to find or get more information about a situation secretly 
and before making a decision 

spy-glass /'spai.glaes, Brit 'spai'glais/ noun, pi -glass-es 
[count] : a small telescope used by sailors in the past 
Spy-ware /'spa^wea*/ noun [noncount] : computer software 
that secretly records information about the way you use 
your computer 
sq. abbr square 

squab-ble /‘skwcr.bal/ verb squab-bles; squab-bled; 
squab-bling [no obj] : to argue loudly about things that are 
not important ■ The children were squabbling over the toys. 

— squabble noun, pi squabbles [count] ■ A squabble 
broke out among the children. 

squad /*skwa:d/ noun, pi squads [count] 

1 : a part of a police force that deals with a specific type of 
crime ■ the bomb/fraud/vice squad 

2 : a small organized group of soldiers • an elite infantry 
squad ■ the squad leader 

3 : a group of people who are involved in a particular activ¬ 
ity ■ a rescue squad • the cheerleading squad ■ a squad of 
searchers 
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4 sports : a group of people from which a team is chosen ■ 
the Olympic gymnastics squad 

— see also firing squad 

squad car noun, pi ~ cars [count ]: police car 
squad*die or squad-dy /'skwa:di/ noun, pi squad-dies 

[count] Brit slang : a soldier of low rank : a soldier who is not 
an officer 

squad*ron /'skwaidran/ noun, pi -rons [count] : a military 
unit consisting of soldiers, ships, or aircraft ■ a bomber/re¬ 
connaissance squadron 

squadron leader noun, pi — -ers [count] : a high-ranking 
officer in the British air force 
squal'id /'skwailad/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : very dirty and unpleasant ■ The family lived in squalid 
conditions. ■ a squalid [=run-down] apartment building 

2 : immoral or dishonest ■ a squalid affair ■ squalid behavior 

— squal-id-ness noun [noncount] 

1 squall /'skwail/ verb squalls; squalled; squall-ing [no 
obj ]: to cry loudly ■ a squalling baby 
2 squall noun, pi squalls [count] : a loud cry ■ The baby gave 
a sudden squall of hunger. — compare 3 squall 
3 squall noun, pi squalls [count] : a sudden violent wind of¬ 
ten with rain or snow ■ a snow squall — compare 2 squall 

— squally /'skwculi/ adj squalM-er; -est ■ a squally day 
squa-lor /'skwailay noun [noncount] : very bad and dirty 

conditions ■ The family was living in squalor. ■ I was shocked 
by the squalor of their surroundings. 
squan*der /'skwa.nda-/ verb -ders; -dered; -der-ing [+ 
obj] : to use (something) in a foolish or wasteful way ■ She 
squandered her inheritance/allowance. ■ He vowed not to 
squander this opportunity. ■ The government squandered 
[^wasted] the money on failed programs. 

— squan-der-er /'skwaindOTa 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 square /'skwea 1 / noun, pi squares [count] 

1 : a four-sided shape that is made up of four straight sides 
that are the same length and that has four right angles ■ The 
fabric is decorated with circles and squares. ■ Cut the brown¬ 
ies into squares. — often + of ■ a square of tile/cloth — see 
picture at geometry; compare rectangle 

2 : any of the squares on a board for playing games (such as 
chess and checkers) ■ The board has red and black squares. 

— see picture at chess 

3 mathematics : the number that results from multiplying a 
number by itself ■ The square of 2 [=2 2 ] is 4. [=2 x 2 = 41 

— compare ‘cube 2 

4 : an open area in a village, city, etc., where two or more 
streets meet ■ The bank is located at the main square. ■ the 
market/town square 

5 somewhat old-fashioned, informal + disapproving : some¬ 
one who does not like or try unusual things that other peo¬ 
ple consider exciting, interesting, etc. ■ Don’t be such a 
square. Let’s try something different for a change. 

6 technical: a flat tool that is used to mark or check angles ■ 
a carpenter’s square — see picture at carpentry; compare 

T SQUARE 

7 chiefly US, informal : square meal ■ I try to have three 
squares a day. 

2 square adj squar-er; squar-est [also more most ~] 

1 a : shaped like a square : having four straight sides that 
are the same length and four right angles at each corner ■ 
The room is square. ■ a square box b : forming a right angle 

■ The room has four square comers. ■ Make sure the post is 
square to the floor. [=make sure that there is a right angle 
where the post and the floor meet] 

2 — used to describe a measurement that is produced by 
multiplying something’s length and width ■ a tile measuring 
one square foot [=a tile that is one foot long and one foot 
wide] ■ a square inch/meter/mile — compare CUBIC 

3 : shaped more like a right angle than a curve ■ a square jaw 

■ square shoulders "v* This sense of square often suggests 
strength and toughness. 

4 somewhat old-fashioned : honest and fair ■ a square deal ■ 
She is square in all her dealings. — see also fair and square at 
‘fair 

5 somewhat old-fashioned, informal + disapproving — used to 
describe someone who does not like or try unusual things 
that other people consider exciting, interesting, etc. ■ He’s 
nice but he’s kind of square. 

6 a informal : having nothing owed by either side : even ■ 
Here’s the rest of the money. Now we’re square. [=now we 
don’t owe each other anything] b not used before a noun 
: having the same number of points : tied ■ The teams were 


all square after the first half. 
a square peg in a round hole see ‘peg 
3 square verb squares; squared; squar-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make (something) square : to give (something) 
straight edges, flat surfaces, or sharp, even comers ■ The ma¬ 
chine squares the wood into flat boards. — often + off ■ I still 
need to square off the end of the board. 

2 mathematics : to multiply (a number) by itself 1 If you 
square 3, you get 9. — usually used as (be) squared ■ 3 
squared is/equals 9. [=3 x 3 = 9] — compare 2 CUBE 2 

3 : to pay money that is owed for (something) • We squared 
[-settled] our accounts. — often + up ■ Is this enough money 
to square up my part of the bill? 

4 : to make the score of (something, such as a game or se¬ 
ries) the same : TIE ■ The goal squared the game 2-2. ■ Their 
win squares the series at three games apiece. 

square away [phrasal verb] square (something) away or 
square away (something) US : to put (something) in an or¬ 
ganized and proper state or condition — often used as (be/ 
get) squared away ■ I need to get my work squared away 
[=taken care of] before I leave for vacation. ■ I can finally 
relax since everything is squared away, 
square off [phrasal verb] 1 a : to prepare to fight : to get 
into the position of two people who are going to fight each 
other ■ The two men squared off, but no punches were 
thrown, b : to fight or argue — often + against ■ They 
squared off against each other in a heated debate. 2 : to 
compete in a contest ■ The two teams will square off again 
tomorrow. — often + against ■ They squared off against 
each other in the election. — see also 3 square 1 (above) 
square up [phrasal verb] 1 : to turn so that you are facing 
something or someone directly ■ She squared up (with/to 
the basket) for a three-point shot. ■ They squared up for a 
fight. [=they faced each other and prepared to fight] — see 
also 3 square 3 (above) 2 square up to (someone or 
something) : to begin to deal with (a difficult person or sit¬ 
uation) in a direct way ■ We need to square up to this prob¬ 
lem. ■ He’s finally squaring up to his critics. 
square with [phrasal verb] 1 square with (something) : to 
agree with (something) ■ Your story doesn’t square with the 
facts. 2 square (something) with (something) : to make 
(something) agree with (something) ■ How can they square 
what they’ve done with what they’ve said? 3 square 
(something) with (someone) : to get agreement about or 
approval of (something) from (someone) ■ I’ll go on the 
trip if I can square it with my parents. (=if my parents will 
agree to let me go] 

square yourself : to turn so that you are facing something 
or someone directly ■ He squared himself and prepared for 
the hit. 

square your shoulders : to stand with your shoulders 
pulled back in a straight line in a way that shows you are 
ready to do or deal with something directly ■ She stood up 
straight and squared her shoulders. 

Square adv : in a direct way ■ She ran square [ =directly . right] 
into me. ■ Look (at) me square in the eye and tell me you’re 
not lying. 

square bracket noun, pi — ets [count] : ‘bracket 3a 
square dance noun, pi ~ dances [count] : a dance for 
four couples that begins with each couple facing one of the 
other couples so that the four couples form a square 
-square dancer noun, pi ~ -ers [count] -square 
dancing noun [noncount] ■ We enjoy square dancing. - 
We like to go square dancing. 

square knot noun, pi ~ knots [count] US : a strong and 
simple type of knot — called also (chiefly Brit ) reef knot 
square*ly /'skwea'li/ adv 

1 : in a direct and honest way ■ We must face these prob¬ 
lems/issues squarely. ■ It’s time to deal squarely with the 
facts. 

2 : in the exact location or position that is mentioned : ex¬ 
actly, right ■ literature that is squarely in/within the 
American tradition ■ Their marketing campaign is aimed 
squarely at adolescents. ■ The dart hit the board squarely in 
the middle/center. ■ Look me squarely in the eye and tell me 
you’re not lying. 

3 : in a way that makes direct contact ■ He hit the ball 
squarely. • Her feet were squarely planted. 

4 : in a way that is not limited in any way : completely ■ 
The responsibility lies squarely with us. 

square meal noun, pi ~ meals [count] : a full or complete 
meal ■ Inmates receive three square meals a day. 
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Square one noun [noncount] : the beginning stage or start¬ 
ing point ■ His idea didn't work, so he had to go back to 
square one. [=he had to start over] ■ They lost everything and 
found themselves back at square one. 

Square root noun, pi ~ roots [count] mathematics : a 
number that produces a specified number when it is multi¬ 
plied by itself ■ The square root of 9 is 3. — compare cube 
root 

squarish /'skwenJV acl) : having a shape that is almost like 
a square ■ a squarish face ■ The dog’s nose is squarish. 
1 squash /'skwa:// verb squash-es; squashed; squash¬ 
ing 

1 [+ obj] : to press (something) into a flat or flatter shape ■ 
She squashed the bug. ■ He squashed his nose against the 
window. ■ The tomatoes got squashed. 

2 [+ obj] : to stop (something) from continuing by doing or 
saying something ■ She triad to squash [=quash] the rumors. ■ 
His poor performance squashed any hope he had of a pro¬ 
motion. ■ The boss squashed my idea immediately. 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to move into a 
space that is very tight or crowded [no obj] Four of us 
squashed [=.squeezed] into the backseat. ■ (Brit) Squash up 
[=move closer together] to make room for one more person. 
[+ obj] Someone had squashed all the ribbons together in one 
box. — often used as (be) squashed ■ We were squashed be¬ 
tween the table and wall. ■ The ribbons had all been squashed 
together into one box. 

2 squash noun, pi squashes 

1 [noncount] : a game played by two people with rackets and 
a rubber ball in a court with four walls • We play squash 
[=(Brit) squash rackets] once a week. ■ a squash court/racket 

— see picture at racket 

2 [count, noncount] Brit: a drink made with fruit juice, sug¬ 
ar, and water ■ a glass of lemon squash 

3 [singular] Brit : a situation in which people or things are 
pushed into a space that is too small or crowded ■ It’s a real 
squash with six people in the car. 

— compare 3 squash 

3 squash noun, pi squash or squashes : a type of vegeta¬ 
ble (such as a pumpkin) that has a usually hard skin and that 
is eaten cooked [noncount] Would you like some squash ? 
[count] I cooked two squashes. — see color picture on page 
C4; see also butternut squash, summer squash, win¬ 
ter squash — compare 2 squash 
squashy /'skwa:Ji/ adj squash-i-er; -est [also more ~; 
most ] chiefly Brit : soft and easy to press into a different 
shape ■ squashy [=squishy] cushions/pillows ■ a squashy sofa 
1 squat /'skwart/ verb squats; squat-ted; squat-ting [no 
obj] 

1 : to bend your knees and lower your body so that you are 
close to your heels or sitting on your heels ■ He squatted be¬ 
hind the bush to avoid being seen. ■ a squatting position [=a 
position in which you are squatting] — often + down ■ She 
squatted down to pick up the paper. 

2 : to live in a building or on land without the owner’s per¬ 
mission and without paying ■ A family has been squatting in 
that house for months. 

2 squat noun, pi squats 

1 [count] : a position in which your knees are bent and your 
body lowered so that you are close to your heels or sitting on 
your heels 

2 [noncount] US slang : the least amount: anything at all ■ I 
don’t know squat [=diddly-squat] about baseball. ■ He didn’t 
do squat all day. ■ The car is worth squat. [=nothing at all] 

3 [count] chiefly Brit : an empty building that squatters live in 
■ She lives in a squat. 

3 squat ad) squat-ter; squat-test : short and thick ■ a squat 
man = a man with a squat body ■ a squat tower 
Squat-ter /'skwaita 1 / noun, pi -ters [count] : someone who 
lives in a building or on land without the permission of the 
owner and without paying : someone who squats 
Squaw /'skwa:/ noun, pi squaws [count] often offensive : a 
Native American woman 

squawk /'skwaik/ verb squawks; squawked; squawk¬ 
ing [no obj] 

1 of a bird : to make a short, harsh cry ■ The crow squawked 
loudly. 

2 : to complain or protest loudly or with strong feeling ■ The 
customers squawked about the high prices. ■ Opponents of 
the project have been squawking. 

— squawk noun, pi squawks [count] • The bird gave a 
squawk. • squawks from customers 


1 squeak /'skwi:k/ verb squeaks; squeaked; squeak-ing 

1 [no obj] : to make a short, high-pitched cry or noise ■ I 
could hear the mouse squeaking. ■ She squeaked when I 
pinched her. ■ My shoes squeak when I walk. ■ The wheel 
squeaks when it turns. ■ a squeaking sound/wheel 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
barely succeed at doing something : to almost lose or fail but 
to finally succeed, win, etc. ■ The team squeaked into the fi¬ 
nals. [=the team almost did not get into the finals] ■ She 
squeaked out a 5-4 win. [=she won narrowly by getting 5 
points while her opponent got 4] ■ The bill squeaked through 
the Senate. [=it barely got enough votes to be accepted] ■ He 
squeaked into office by fewer than 2,000 votes. 

3 [+ obj] : to say (something) in a high-pitched voice espe¬ 
cially because you are nervous or excited ■ “I can’t believe 
it!” she squeaked. 

2 squeak noun, pi squeaks [count] : a sharp, high-pitched 
cry or sound ■ She gave/let out a squeak. 
squeak-er /'skwi.ka/ noun, pi -ers [count] informal : a con¬ 
test (such as a game or an election) that is won by only a 
small amount ■ The election was a squeaker. [=the election 
was very close] ■ They won in a 10-9 squeaker. 

Squeaky /'skwiiki/ adj squeak-i-er; -est [also more 
most ~] : making or likely to make a sharp, high-pitched 
sound ■ a squeaky door ■ Her voice is squeaky, 
a/the squeaky wheel gets the grease/oil see ‘wheel 

— squeak-i-ly /'skwirkali/ adv - squeak-i-ness /'skwi:- 
kinas/ noun [noncount] 

squeaky-clean adj 

1 : completely clean • The glass is squeaky-clean. ■ squeaky- 
clean hair 

2 : not connected with or involving anything morally wrong 
■ He has a squeaky-clean reputation/image. 

1 squeal /'skwi:l/ verb squeals; squealed; squeal-ing 

1 : to make or cause (something) to make a long, high- 
pitched cry or noise [no obj] The pigs were squealing. • The 
car squealed to a stop. — often + with or in ■ The children 
squealed with/in delight when they saw the clown. [+ obj] He 
squealed the tires and drove off. 

2 [no obj] informal + disapproving : to tell someone in au¬ 
thority (such as the police or a teacher) about something 
wrong that someone has done ■ She squealed to the teacher. * 
“How did they find out?” “Someone must have squealed." 
[=snitched] ■ He squealed on [= informed on] his friend. 

3 [+ obj] : to say (something) in a high and excited voice ■ 
“Let me go,” she squealed. 

— squeal-er noun, pi -ers [count] informal + disapproving ■ I 
won’t tell anyone what you did. I’m no squealer. 

2 squeal noun, pi squeals [count] : a long, high-pitched cry 
or noise ■ She heard the pig’s squeals. — often + of ■ a squeal 
of delight ■ We heard the squeal of the brakes, 
squea-mish /'skwiinuj/ adj [more —; most ~] 

1 a : afraid to deal with or do things that might hurt or of¬ 
fend people — often used in negative statements ■ Journal¬ 
ists can’t be squeamish. ■ My parents are not squeamish 
about talking about sex. ■ As a supervisor, you can’t be 
squeamish about firing people, b : having an unpleasantly 
nervous or doubtful feeling • I used to be squeamish about 
eating raw fish. 

2 ; easily shocked, offended, or disgusted by unpleasant 
things ■ I’m too squeamish to watch horror movies. 

3 : having a sick feeling in the stomach : suffering from nau¬ 
sea ■ She gets squeamish [=queasy] at the sight of blood. 

the squeamish : squeamish people : people who are easily 
shocked or offended by unpleasant things ■ The movie is 
not for the squeamish. 

— squea-mish-ness noun [noncount] ■ You’ll have to get 
over your squeamishness about firing people. 

squee-gee /'skwi:,c&i:/ noun, pi -gees [count] : a tool that 
has a blade of rubber attached to a handle and that is used 
for spreading or wiping liquid on, across, or off a surface 
(such as a window or floor) 

-squeegee verb -gees; -geed; -gee-ing [+ obj] - He 
squeegeed the water into the drain, 
squeez-able /'skwiizabal/ adj : having parts or sides that 
can be pressed together ■ a squeezable bottle of ketchup ■ 
squeezable toys 

1 squeeze /'skwi:z/ verb squeez-es; squeezed; squeez¬ 
ing 

1 : to press together the parts and especially the opposite 
sides of (something) [+ obj] Squeeze the bottle/tube. ■ He 
lightly squeezed her hand and smiled. ■ Gently squeeze the 
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fruit to see if it’s ripe. ■ She squeezed her eyes shut. [=she 
closed her eyes very tightly] [no obj] Hold it securely but 
don’t squeeze too hard. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj] : to get 
or remove (something) by squeezing something ■ He 
squeezed the juice from the orange. ■ She squeezed out some 
ketchup. = She squeezed some ketchup out. ■ freshly 
squeezed orange juice — sometimes used figuratively ■ They 
can’t squeeze much more money out of the business. 

3 [+ obj] : to pull back on (a gun’s trigger) with your finger ■ 
He took aim and squeezed [=pulled\ the trigger. — see also 
SQUEEZE OFF (below) 

4 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to move into 
or through a small or crowded space [no obj] We had to 
squeeze past/by the people in the aisles. ■ trying to squeeze 
into tight jeans ■ The cat squeezed through the opening. ■ We 
all squeezed into the elevator. ■ (Brit) Squeeze up [=move 
closer together], please. We need to make room for one more 
person. [+ obj] We can squeeze one more person in the back 
seat. ■ The instructor squeezed a lot of information into one 
week. ■ We were all squeezed [^squashed] into the elevator. 

5 [+ obj] : to barely succeed at getting or doing (something) ■ 
The police squeezed a confession from her. — often + out • 
The team squeezed out a victory. ■ The police squeezed a con¬ 
fession out of her. 

6 [+ obj] a : to decrease the amount of (something, such as 
money) ■ Rising costs have squeezed profits, b : to cause fi¬ 
nancial problems for (a business or organization) ■ The avail¬ 
ability of music on the Internet has squeezed the record in¬ 
dustry. C informal : to force (someone) to give you 
something or to do something by using threats or pressure ■ 
The banks are squeezing them for more money. ■ She tried to 
squeeze me for $100. 

squeeze in [phrasal verb] squeeze (someone or something) 
in or squeeze in (someone or something) : to find time for 
(someone or something) ■ I can try to squeeze you in after 
my one o’clock appointment. ■ The teacher tried to squeeze 
in a few more lessons before school vacation. 
squeeze off [phrasal verb] squeeze off (a round) : to fire (a 
shot) by squeezing the trigger of a gun ■ He quickly 
squeezed off four rounds. 

squeeze out [phrasal verb] squeeze out (someone or some¬ 
thing) or squeeze (someone or something) out : to force 
(someone or something) out of a position, place, etc. ■ The 
city’s low-income residents have been squeezed out [=have 
been forced to leave their homes] by rising real estate pric¬ 
es. ■ These big stores have squeezed out a lot of the smaller 
locally owned shops. 

2 squeeze noun, pi squeezes 

1 [singular] : a situation in which people or things are crowd¬ 
ed together ■ Fifty guests will be a bit of a squeeze. ■ It’ll be a 
tight squeeze, but we can all fit. 

2 [count] : an act of squeezing something — usually singular 
■ He gave the bottle a good squeeze. ■ She gave his hand a 
squeeze. [=she squeezed his hand] 

3 [count] : a small amount that is gotten or removed from 
something (such as a piece of fruit) by squeezing it — often 
+ of ■ a squeeze of lemon/lime 

4 a [count] : a situation in which there is not enough of 
something — usually singular ■ There is a serious housing 
squeeze [shortage] in the city. [=there are not enough hous¬ 
es, apartments, etc., available] ■ a credit squeeze [=a situation 
in which it is difficult for people, companies, etc., to get 
credit] b the squeeze informal : a situation that causes 
feelings of stress and pressure ■ We are really feeling the 
squeeze since I lost my job. ■ The government is putting the 
squeeze on tax evaders. 

5 [noncount] chiefly US slang : a romantic partner : a boy¬ 
friend or girlfriend ■ So who’s your current squeeze ? ■ She’s 
my main squeeze. 

squeeze bottle noun, pi - ties [count] : a plastic bottle 

that forces out its contents when it is squeezed : a squeez¬ 
able bottle 

squelch /'skweltf/ verb squelch*es; squelched; 
squelch-ing [+ obj] US : to stop (something) from continu¬ 
ing by doing or saying something ■ A statement was made to 
squelch [=squash, scotch, quash] the rumors. ■ Police 
squelched [-quelled] the protest. = The protest was squelched 
by police. 

squib /'skwib/ noun, pi squibs [count]: a small firecracker 
damp squib Brit: something that is disappointing because it 
is not as exciting or effective as expected ■ The stock 
turned out to be something of a damp squib. 


squib kick noun, pi ~ kicks [count] American football : a 
kickoff in which the ball is kicked so that it bounces along 
the ground 

squid /'skwid/ noun, pi 
squid or squids [count] : a 
sea animal that has a long, 
thin, soft body and 10 long 
arms 

squiq*gle /'skwigal/ noun, pi 
squig*gles [count] : a short 
line with many curves : a 
short, wavy line ■ His handwriting looks like a bunch of 
squiggles. 

— squig-gly /'skwigli/ adj squig-gli-er; -est • squiggly 
lines 

1 squint /'skwint/ verb squints; squint-ed; squint.ing 

•1 [no obj]: to look at something with your eyes partly closed 
■ She had to squint to read the small print. ■ They were squint¬ 
ing into the sun. [=looking toward the sun with their eyes 
partly closed] ■ He squinted through the haze of smoke. 

2 [+ obj] : to cause (your eyes) to partly close ■ I had to squint 
my eyes to focus on the tiny letters. 

3 [no obj] chiefly Brit : to have a medical condition that 
makes your eyes unable to look in the same direction ■ I no¬ 
ticed that he squints. 

2 squint noun, pi squints 

1 [singular] : a condition in which you are looking at some¬ 
thing with your eyes partly closed : an act of squinting ■ Her 
gaze narrowed into a squint. 

2 [count] chiefly Brit : a medical condition in which your 
eyes are unable to look in the same direction — usually sin¬ 
gular ■ She was bom with a squint. 

3 [singular] Brit, informal : a quick look — + at • He took a 
squint at the document. ■ Have a squint at this. 

squinty /'skwinti/ adj squint*i»er; -est of the eyes : partly 
closed or seeming to be partly closed ■ He looked at me with 
squinty eyes. ■ a squinty-e yed scowl 
squire /'skwajaV noun, pi squires [count] 

1 : a young man in the Middle Ages who helped a knight be¬ 
fore eventually becoming a knight himself 

2 ; a man in the past in England who owned most of the land 
in a village or district in the country 

3 Brit, informal + old-fashioned — used to address a man 
whose name is unknown ■ “Where to, squire!" asked the taxi 
driver. 

squirm /'skwam/ verb squirms; squirmed; squirm-ing 

[no obj] : to make a lot of twisting movements because you 
are nervous, uncomfortable, bored, etc. ■ The baby squirmed 
a lot when I tried to hold him. ■ She squirmed under her fa¬ 
ther’s angry stare. ■ The children squirmed with delight. ■ He 
tried to hold onto her but she squirmed free. ■ The frog 
squirmed out of his hands. ■ The gory details of the story had 
me squirming in my seat. — sometimes used figuratively ■ a 
Congressional investigation that is making the industry 
squirm [=making people in the industry very nervous and 
uncomfortable] 

— squirmy / , skwa , mi/ adj squirm»i-er; -est ■ an audience 
of squirmy kids 

squir*rel /'skwaral, Brit 'skwiral/ noun, pi squir*rels also 
squirrel [count]: a small animal with a long tail and soft fur 
that lives in trees — see picture at RODENT 
2 squirrel verb -rels; US -reled or Brit -relied; US -rel-ing 
or Brit -rel-ling 

squirrel away [phrasal verb] squirrel away (something) or 
squirrel (something) away : to put (something) in a safe or 
secret place especially so that it can be kept for future use ■ 
She’s squirreled a lot of money away in a secret bank ac¬ 
count. ■ Most of his money is squirreled away somewhere. 
squir*reMy also squir-rely /'skwarali, Brit 'skwirali/ adj 
[more most ~] US, informal 

1 : tending to move around a lot: restless ■ It was the end 
of the school year, when all the kids get a little squirrelly. 

2 : very odd, silly, or foolish ■ squirrelly behavior 

1 squirt /'skwa*/ verb squirts,- squirt-ed; squirt-ing 

1 a [+ obj ] : to suddenly force (a liquid) out through a small 
opening ■ He squirted some oil on the door hinge. ■ She 
squirted ketchup all over her fries. ■ Some snakes can squirt 
venom from their mouths, b [no obj] of a liquid: to sudden¬ 
ly be forced out through a small opening ■ Water squirted out 
from/of a hole in the pipe. ■ Juice from the lemon squirted 
into my eye. 

2 [+ obj] : to make (someone or something) wet with a 



squid 




squirt • stack 


1592 


stream of liquid — often + with ■ My brother squirted me 
with the hose. [=made me wet with water from the hose] ■ He 
squirted the door hinge with oil. 

2 squirt noun, pi squirts [count] 

1 : a small amount of liquid that is produced by squeezing or 
squirting something — often + of • He added a squirt of lem¬ 
on (juice) to the fish. 

2 informal a : an annoying person who is small and usually 
young ■ an annoying little squirt who kept pestering me ■ Lis¬ 
ten squirt , I'm in charge here, b : child ■ She started play¬ 
ing guitar when she was just a little squirt. 

Squirt gun noun, pi ~ guns [count] US : water pistol 
squish /'skwif/ verb squish-es; squished; squishing 

1 [+ obj] : to press (something) into a flatter shape : squash 
■ She squished the bug. ■ The cake accidentally got squished. 

2 : to move into a space that is tight or crowded : squash 
[no obj] We squished together to make more room. [+ obj] 
We managed to squish four people ini the backseat of the car. 
— often used as (be) squished • Four of us were squished to¬ 
gether in the backseat. 

3 [no obj] : to make the sound that is made when something 
very wet is pressed, stepped on, etc. ■ His wet shoes squished 
when he walked. 

squishy /'skwi/i/ adj squish-i-er; -est [also more most 
~] : soft and often wet ■ The ground was wet and squishy. ■ 
squishy cushions 

Sr. 0 chiefly US) or Brit Sr abbr 1 senior 2 sister 
ss abbr 1 saints 2 Social Security 3 steamship 
SSN abbr Social Security number 

St abbr, Brit stone ■ She weighs 1st 51bs. [=7 stone and 5 
pounds] 

St. ( chiefly US) or Brit St abbr 1 saint 2 street 
-St symbol — used in writing after the number 1 for the word 
first ■ He's in the 1st [=jirst] grade. ■ It is her 21 st birthday. 

1 Stab /'staeb/ noun, pi stabs [count] 

1 : a wound made by a pointed weapon (such as a knife) ■ He 
died from a stab to the heart. [=died from being stabbed in 
the heart] ■ a stab wound/victim 

2 : a sudden, strong feeling of physical or emotional pain — 
+ of • a stab of pain/regret/doubt/fear 

3 informal : an attempt to do something successfully — of¬ 
ten + at ■ She took/made a stab at solving the problem. [=she 
made an attempt to solve the problem] ■ Let me give it a 
stab. = Let me have a stab at it [=let me try to do it] 

a stab in the back : an action or way of behaving that hurts 
someone who trusts you : an act of betrayal ■ I can’t be¬ 
lieve that someone I had helped and supported would steal 
from me. It's a real stab in the back, 
a stab in the dark 1 : a guess that is based on very little or 
no information or evidence ■ They don't really know how 
much the work will cost. They’re just taking a stab [=shot] 
in the dark. 2 : an attempt that is not likely to succeed ■ 
It’s a stab [ =shot ] in the dark , but we should try anyway. 
2 stab verb stabs; stabbed; stab.bing 

1 [+ obj] : to wound (someone or something) with a pointed 
weapon (such as a knife) ■ He stabbed her with a dagger. ■ 
The victim was stabbed in the chest five times. 

2 : to quickly or suddenly push a pointed object into or to¬ 
ward someone or something [+ obj] He stabbed the piece of 
meat with a fork. = He stabbed the fork into the piece of 
meat. ■ She stabbed [-jabbed] the air with her pen as she 
spoke, [no obj] — often + at ■ She stabbed at the dead ani¬ 
mal with a stick. 

stab ( someone ) in the back : to hurt (someone who trusts 
you) by not giving help or by doing something morally 
wrong : to betray (someone) ■ He’s the kind of person who 
gets you to trust him but then stabs you in the back. 
1 Stab«bing /’staebir)/ noun, pi -bings [count] : an attack in 
which someone is wounded with a pointed weapon (such as 
a knife) ■ a fatal stabbing 
2 Stabbing adj, always used before a noun 

1 : of or relating to a stabbing ■ a stabbing victim [=a person 
who has been stabbed] ■ a stabbing death 

2 : felt very suddenly in part of your body : very sharp and 
sudden ■ She felt a stabbing pain in her back. 

Sta-biM*ty /sta'bilati/ noun [noncount] : the quality or state 
of being stable: such as a : the quality or state of something 
that is not easily changed or likely to change ■ the country’s 
political and economic stability b : the quality or state of 
something that is not easily moved ■ Test the platform for 
stability before using it. C : the quality or state of someone 
who is emotionally or mentally healthy ■ There are some 


questions about the applicant’s mental stability. 

Sta*bi*lize also Brit sta*bi*lise /'steiba.laiz/ verb -liz-es; 
-lized; -liz-ing 

1 : to become stable or to make (something) stable: such as 
a : to stop quickly changing, increasing, getting worse, etc. 
[no obj] The country's population has stabilized at 3.2 mil¬ 
lion. ■ Prices have stabilized. [+ obj] The government’s ef¬ 
forts to stabilize prices have not succeeded. ■ Even the ad¬ 
ministration’s most vocal critics agree that the President has 
succeeded in stabilizing the economy. — opposite destabi¬ 
lize b [+ obj] : to make (something) less easily moved ■ 
We’ll use ropes to stabilize the platform. C [+ obj] technical 
: to give (something) a chemical structure or to put (some¬ 
thing) into a physical state that does not change easily ■ a 
process that stabilizes the vaccine 

2 [+ obj ]: to make (something) steady ■ drugs that stabilize a 
patient's heartbeat ■ The pilots were able to stabilize the air¬ 
plane and land safely. 

- sta-bi«li*za-tion also Brit sta-bi-li-sa*tion /.steibala- 
'zeijan, Brit ,steib3,lai'zeij3n/ noun [noncount] ■ political/ 
economic stabilization 

Sta*bi*liz*er also Brit sta«bi*lis*er /'steiba^aiza 1 / noun, pi 
-ers 

1 [count] : a device or substance that is used to make some¬ 
thing stable or steady: such as a : a device that is used to 
keep a ship steady in rough seas b : the part of an airplane’s 
tail that cannot be moved C : a substance that is added to 
something (such as a food mixture) to keep it in a desired 
condition 

2 stabilisers [plural] Brit : training wheels 

1 Sta-ble /'steibal/ adj sta*bler; sta-blest [also more most 


1 a : in a good state or condition that is not easily changed 
or likely to change ■ a stable community /government ■ They 
have a stable relationship. ■ Children need to be raised in a 
stable environment. ■ a stable income ■ The economy is sta¬ 
ble. b medical : not getting worse or likely to get worse 1 
The patient is stable. ■ (US) She is in stable condition after 
suffering multiple injuries. = (Brit) She is in a stable condi¬ 
tion after suffering multiple injuries. 

2 : not easily moved - Make sure the platform is stable. ■ The 
ladder doesn’t seem very stable, [^secure] 

3 : emotionally or mentally healthy : calm and reasonable ■ 
a mentally/emotionally stable person 

4 technical : having a chemical structure or physical state 
that does not change easily ■ a stable compound/element 

2 stable noun, pi stables [count] 

1 : a building in which horses are kept, fed, and cared for ■ 
She rode the horse back to the stable. ■ a horse stable — 
sometimes used in the plural form stables especially to mean 
a place where horses are kept for riding lessons ■ She rode 
the horse back to the stables. ■ riding stables 

2 a : the group of racehorses that belong to the same owner 
■ There have been three winners from his stable this season, 
b : a group of people (such as athletes, writers, or perform¬ 
ers) who work for or are trained by the same person, organi¬ 
zation, or business ■ a stable of actors/writers c : a group of 
products that are made by the same company ■ A new model 
will be added to the car company’s stable of sedans. 

3 stable verb sta-bles; sta-bled; sta-bling [+ obj] : to put 
or keep (a horse) in a stable ■ She stabled the horse. ■ Where 
do you stable your horses? 

Sta*ble*mate / l steib3l,meit/ noun, pi -mates [count] : a 
horse, person, product, etc., that belongs to the same stable 
as another horse, person, product, etc. ■ horses that are sta- 
blemates ■ a new car model and its stablemates 
Stac-ca-to /sta'kcrtou/ adj 

1 music : short and not sounding connected ■ staccato notes / 
chords ■ the staccato blasts of a horn — compare legato 

2 : sudden and brief ■ the dialogue's staccato sentences ■ stac¬ 
cato movements 

— staccato adv ■ playing/singing staccato 
1 Stack /'staek/ noun, pi stacks 

1 [count]: a usually neat pile : a group of things that are put 
one on top of the other • He had arranged the letters in 
stacks. ■ She took a magazine from near the top of the stack. 

— often + of' a stack of dishes/papers — see also haystack 

2 [count] : a large amount of something — usually + of ■ 
There is a stack of evidence against her. ■ They have stacks of 
money. 

3 [count] : a tall chimney on a factory, ship, etc., for carrying 
smoke away : smokestack 
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4 the stacks : the rows of shelves where books are stored in 
a library ■ I couldn’t find the book in the stacks, 
blow your stack see 'blow 
2 Stack verb stacks; stacked; stacking 

1 : to arrange (things) in a stack : to put (things) in a usually 
neat pile [+ obj] She spent the afternoon splitting and stack¬ 
ing firewood. ■ She stacked the plates in the cupboard. • He 
stacked the books on the table. — often + up ■ She stacked 
the wood up against the fence, [no obj ] The chairs don’t 
stack. [=the chairs cannot be put in a stack; the chairs cannot 
be stacked] 

2 [+ obj] a : to cheat at a card game by arranging (a deck of 
cards) in a special way ■ The other players accused him of 
stacking the deck, b — used to describe a situation in 
which one person, team, etc., is given an advantage over oth¬ 
ers often in a way that is unfair ■ In many ways, the cards are 
stacked against immigrants, [immigrants face unfair and 
difficult circumstances] ■ There are things you can do to 
stack the odds in your favor. [=to make it more likely for 
you to win, succeed, etc.] • The odds are stacked against 
you. [=the odds are against you; you do not have a good or 
fair chance of winning, succeeding, etc.] 

stack up [phrasal verb ] 1 : to increase in number or 

amount to a total that is difficult to deal with ■ Cars quick¬ 
ly stacked up behind the bus. ■ My bills are stacking up. 
[-,piling up] 2 : to be good enough or equally good ■ The 
camera doesn’t stack up [-measure up] when it comes to 
performance. ■ This model stacks up well when compared 
with other cameras. [=the camera is as good as or better 
than others] 3 stack up against (something or someone) 
or stack (something or someone) up against (something or 
someone) : to compare (something or someone) with oth¬ 
ers of the same kind ■ How does this computer stack up 
against other models? [=how good is it compared to other 
models?] ■ How does he stack up against the other candi¬ 
dates? ■ The camera does pretty well when you stack it up 
against the competition. 

Stack-able /'staskabal/ adj : able to be arranged in a stack ■ 
The chairs are stackable. ■ stackable plastic crates 
Stacked /'stsekt/ adj, informal + impolite, of a woman : hav¬ 
ing large breasts 

Sta-di-UITI /'steidijam/ noun, pi -ums [count] : a very large 
usually roofless building that has a large open area sur¬ 
rounded by many rows of seats and that is used for sports 
events, concerts, etc. 

1 Staff /'stzef, Brit 'sta:f/ noun, pi staffs or staves /'steivz/ 

1 pi staffs a : a group of people who work for an organiza¬ 
tion or business [count] The entire staff has done a great job 
this year. ■ The staff is at a meeting. ■ a teaching/sales/editori- 
al/coaching/pitching staff ■ the hospital/library/kitchen staff 
■ The department has a staff of 40 (people). ■ She’s a new 
member of the staff. ■ He has been on the staff [=a member 
of the staff] for 25 years, [noncount] (US) There are 100 peo¬ 
ple on staff. [=working as members of the staff] ■ (Brit) She’s 
a new member of staff. • a staff member/director/writer/ 
meeting — see also waitstaff b [count] : a group of mili¬ 
tary officers who help a commanding officer but who do not 
take part in active fighting ■ The general’s staff is planning 
the army’s next move. — see also CHIEF OF STAFF, JOINT 
CHIEFS OF STAFF 

usage Staff may be used as a plural noun to mean the 
members of a staff. • The company employs 20 full-time 
staff. ■ The staff are at a meeting. | 

2 pi staves [count] a old-fashioned : a long stick that you 
carry in your hand for support while walking b : a long 
stick that is carried as a symbol of authority ■ a bishop’s staff 

3 pi staves [count] music : the five horizontal lines and the 
spaces between them on which music is written — called 
also stave 

staff of life literary : a basic food; especially ; bread 
2 staff verb staffs; staffed; staff-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to supply (an organization or business) with workers ■ 
We’ll need 300 workers to properly staff the hotel. — often 
used as (be) staffed ■ The department is staffed with an equal 
number of men and women. ■ The office is fully staffed. 

— see also overstaffed, short-staffed, under¬ 
staffed 

2 : to work for (an organization or business) as a member of 
a staff ■ the 300 workers who staff the hotel — often used as 
(be) staffed ■ The organization is staffed by volunteers. 

— staffing adj ■ staffing needs/problems/levels 


Staff-er /'staefa 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] US : a member of a 
staff ■ newspaper staffers ■ a congressional staffer [=a person 
who is a member of a congressman’s or congresswoman’s 
staff] 

Staff nurse noun, pi ~ nurses [count] : a nurse who is on 
the staff of a hospital — compare charge nurse 
Staff Officer noun, pi ~ -cers [count] : an officer who is a 
member of a military commander’s staff 
Staff sergeant noun, pi ~ -geants [count] : an officer in 
the army, air force, or marines with a rank above a sergeant 
Stag /'staeg/ noun, pi stags or stag [count] : an adult male 
deer 

go stag US : to go to a party or other social event by your¬ 
self ■ He’s going stag [=going alone] to the party. — see also 
STAG PARTY 
1 Stage /'steicfe/ noun 

1 [count] : a particular point or period in the growth or de¬ 
velopment of something ■ an early/late stage of the disease ■ 
children at the same stage of development ■ the first/last 
stage [-phase] of the plan 

2 a : a raised platform in a theater, auditorium, etc., where 
the performers stand [count] The actors walked out onto 
the stage. ■ She has shared a stage with [=performed with] 
many great actors. ■ The band took the stage [=walked onto 
the stage] and the concert began, [noncount] He was on 
stage for the entire show. ■ an actor with a commanding 
stage presence [=an actor with a powerful quality that at¬ 
tracts attention on the stage] — see picture at theater; see 
also BACKSTAGE, CENTER STAGE, OFFSTAGE b [noncount] 
: the art or profession of acting and especially of acting in 
theaters ■ He is a star of stage [= theater ], screen, and televi¬ 
sion. ■ She went on the stage [=became an actor] at age 15. ■ a 
stage actor/play 

3 [singular] : a place or area of activity in which the things 
that happen are watched with great interest by many people 
■ She has become an important figure on the national politi¬ 
cal stage. [=an important figure in national politics] ■ He has 
no intention of leaving the political stage. • The company 
wants to compete on the world stage. 

4 [count] : a section of a rocket that has its own fuel and en¬ 
gine ■ a three-stage missile 

in stages : in a series of separate steps rather than all at one 
time ■ The changes will be made in stages. ■ The new law 
will be implemented in stages. 

set the stage (for something) : to make (something) possi¬ 
ble or likely ■ His discoveries set the stage for a revolution in 
medical research. • Her early training set the stage for her 
later success. 

2 stage verb stag.es; staged; stag.ing [+ nbf\ 

1 ; to produce (a play, performance, etc.) on a stage ■ The 
school stages two plays each year. 

2 a : to organize and produce (a public event) ■ The students 
staged a protest/demonstration. ■ The school is staging a 
track meet, b : to arrange or do (something that is intended 
to get a lot of public attention) ■ The prisoners are staging a 
hunger strike. ■ The photograph of the two leaders shaking 
hands was deliberately staged. 

3 : to succeed in doing or making (something) ■ His career as 
a singer appeared to be over, but then he staged a come¬ 
back. ■ The company has staged a (remarkable) recovery in 
the past two years. 

Stage-coach /'steic&koutf/ noun, pi -coach-es [count] : a 
large carriage pulled by horses that was used in the past to 
carry passengers and mail along a regular route 
Stage direction noun, pi ~ -tions [count] : a written in¬ 
struction in a play telling an actor what to do 
Stage door noun, pi ~ doors [count] ; the door at the back 
of a theater that is used by actors and the people who work 
in the theater 

Stage fright noun [noncount] : a nervous feeling felt by 
someone who is going to appear in front of an audience ■ She 
got over her stage fright by the second act. ■ I get stage fright 
whenever I have to speak in front of a large group of people. 
Stage-hand /'stenfe.haend/ noun, pi -hands [count] : some¬ 
one who prepares the scenery, lights, etc., for a performance 
on a stage 

Stage left adv : on the left side of a stage when you are on 
the stage and facing the audience ■ The actor exited stage left. 

stage—man-age /'steicfe,m 2 enicfe/ verb -ag-es; -aged; 
-ag-ing 

1 : to organize the details of (a performance in a theater) [+ 
obj] She stage-managed last year’s production of the school 
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play, [no obj ] She was hired to stage-manage for the show. 
[=to be the show’s stage manager] 

2 [+ obj] : to carefully plan and arrange (something) in order 
to achieve a desired effect ■ The press conference was care¬ 
fully stage-managed, and only approved questions were al¬ 
lowed. ■ He stage-managed his son’s tennis career. 

Stage manager noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a person who is 
in charge of the stage, scenery, lighting, etc., for a perfor¬ 
mance in a theater 

Stage name noun, pi ~ names [count] : a name used by 
an actor instead of the actor’s real name 
Stage right adv : on the right side of a stage when you are 
on the stage and facing the audience ■ The actor exited stage 
right. 

Stage-Struck /*steict5,strAk/ adj : very interested in the the¬ 
ater; especially : having an eager desire to become an actor ■ 
He was a stagestruck young man with dreams of stardom, 
stage whisper noun, pi — pers [count] 

1 : a loud whisper by an actor that can be heard by the audi¬ 
ence but which the other actors on the stage pretend not to 
hear 

2 : a loud whisper that is intended to be heard by everyone ■ 
“I’ve had more than I can stand,” she complained in a stage 
whisper. 

Stagey variant spelling of STAGY 

Stag-fla-tion Astaeg'fleijan/ noun [noncount] : an economic 
situation in which prices of goods and services continually 
increase, many people do not have jobs, and businesses are 
not very successful 

1 Stag*ger /'stasg &/verb -gers; -gered; -ger-ing 

1 : to move or cause (someone) to move unsteadily from 
side to side [no obj] The drunk staggered away/off. ■ She 
staggered over to the sofa. [+ obj] A hard slap on the back 
staggered him. 

2 [+ obj] : to shock or surprise (someone) very much ■ Their 
indifference staggers me. ■ It staggers me to see how much 
money they’ve spent on this project. 

3 [+ obj] : to arrange (things) in a series of different positions 
or times ■ They staggered the runners’ starting positions. ■ 
stagger work shifts — see also staggered 

2 stagger noun, pi -ers [count] : an unsteady movement while 
walking or standing ■ He walked with a slight stagger. 

staggered adj 

1 : extremely shocked or surprised ■ I’m just staggered at/by 
her attitude. 

2 : arranged so that things are positioned at different places 
or happen at different times ■ staggered finish lines ■ stag¬ 
gered conference dates 

Stag-ger-ing /'stasgani]/ adj [more most ~] : very large, 
shocking, or surprising ■ staggering medical bills ■ The storm 
caused a staggering amount of damage. 

— stag-ger-ing-ly adv ■ The bills are staggeringly large, 
staging /'steicfeii}/ noun, pi -ings 

1 : the performance of a play on a stage [count] She has act¬ 
ed in several stagings [= productions ] of the play, [noncount] 
The staging of the play was more difficult than expected. 

2 [noncount] : a temporary raised platform that a person can 
sit or stand on while working ■ Once the staging [scaffold¬ 
ing] is in place we can start painting the ceiling. 

Staging area noun, pi ■— areas [count] : a place where sol¬ 
diers gather and military equipment is prepared before a 
mission 

Staging post noun, pi ■— posts [count] : a place where 
people can stop for rest, supplies, etc., during a long journey 
Stag-nant /"stagnant/ adj 

1 : not flowing ■ a stagnant puddle ■ stagnant water/air 

2 : not active, changing, or progressing ■ a Stagnant economy 
■ stagnant wages [=wages that are not increasing] 

Stag-nate /'stajg,neit/ verb -nates; -nat-ed; -nat-ing [no 
obj] : to stop developing, progressing, moving, etc. : to be or 
become stagnant ■ Wages have stagnated recently. ■ Their re¬ 
lationship is stagnating. ■ a puddle of stagnating water 

— stag-na-tion /staeg'neijan/ noun [noncount] 

Stag party noun, pi ■— -ties [count] : a party for men only 
that is usually on the night before a man’s wedding — called 
also {Brit) stag night 

Stagy or stag-ey /'steicfei/ adj stag-i-er; -est : looking or 
seeming like something from a performance on a stage rath¬ 
er than something natural ■ an artificial and stagy manner ■ a 
stagy gesture ■ The movie looks stagy. 

Staid /'steid/ adj [more —; most —] : serious, boring, or old- 


fashioned ■ a staid and solemn businessman ■ a staid demean¬ 
or/manner 

— staid-ness noun [noncount] 

1 Stain /'stem/ verb stains; stained; stain-ing 

1 a : to leave a mark on something [+ obj] The red wine 
stained the carpet. ■ a wine-stained carpet [no obj] Be 
careful—grape juice stains, b [no obj] : to be marked or 
damaged by a stain ■ This fabric stains easily. 

2 [+ obj] : to use a special liquid to change the color of 
(something) ■ He stained the wood a dark cherry color. 

3 [+ obj] : to damage or spoil (something, such as someone’s 
reputation) ■ The accusations stained his reputation. 

— stain-er /'sterna 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

2 stain noun, pi stains [count] 

1 : a mark made on a surface, a piece of clothing, etc., that is 
very hard or impossible to remove ■ There’s a juice/wine 
stain on the floor. ■ She has a stain on her shirt. ■ Will those 
grass stains wash out? — see also bloodstain 

2 : a special liquid that is used to change the color of some¬ 
thing (such as wood or cloth) 

3 : something that causes people to have less respect for 
someone : something that damages a person’s reputation — 
usually singular ■ The accusation left a stain that followed 
him the rest of his life. ■ a stain on her honor/reputation 

— stain-less /'stemlas/ adj • He has a stainless reputation. 
Stained glass noun [noncount] : colored glass that is used 

to make pictures and patterns in windows ■ a cathedral with 
beautiful stained glass windows 
Stainless steel noun [noncount] : a type of steel that does 
not rust 

Stair /'stea 1 / noun, pi stairs 

1 stairs [plural] : a series of steps that go from one level or 
floor to another ■ She ran down the stairs. ■ He waited at the 
foot/bottom of the stairs. ■ She slipped and fell down the 
stairs. ■ The stairs lead to the roof. ■ We had to climb another 
ftight/set of stairs to get to the roof. 

2 [count] : one of the steps in a set of stairs ■ a squeaky stair ■ 
He tripped on the bottom stair and almost fell. 

3 [singular] literary : staircase ■ climbing the stair 
Stair-case /'stea^keis/ noun, pi -cas-es [count] : a set of 

stairs and its supporting structures ■ a wooden staircase 

— see also moving staircase, spiral staircase 
stair-climb-er /'stea-'klaima-/ noun, pi -ers [count] US : an 

exercise machine on which you make a continuous series of 
upward steps like someone who is climbing stairs — see pic¬ 
ture at GYM 

Stair-way /'stea^wei/ noun, pi -ways [count] : a set of stairs 
that go from one level or floor to another ■ He took the stair¬ 
way up to the third floor. [=he went to the third floor by 
walking up the stairs] 

Stair-well /'steaywel/ noun, pi -wells [count] : a space in a 
building where stairs are located 
1 Stake /'steik/ noun, pi stakes 

1 [count] : a pointed stick or post that is pushed into the 
ground especially to mark a place or to support something 

2 the stake : a post that a person was tied to and burned on 
in the past as a form of punishment ■ Joan of Arc was burned 
at the stake. 

3 stakes [plural] : something (such as money) that you 
could win or lose in a game, contest, etc. ■ a poker game with 
high stakes ■ The stakes are too high/low/big. 

4 [count] a : an interest or share in a business ■ They have a 
stake in the company. [=they own part of the company] ■ a 
majority stake b : an interest or degree of involvement in 
something ■ We all have a stake in the health of our econo¬ 
my. [=the health of our economy affects us all] 

at stake : in a position to be lost or gained ■ Millions of dol¬ 
lars are at stake in the battle over his inheritance. ■ Thou¬ 
sands of jobs are at stake. ■ Many lives are at stake. ■ My 
reputation is at stake if this project fails. [=my reputation 
will be lost/damaged if this project fails] 
go to the stake for/over Brit : to defend (something or 
someone) even though your actions or statements may 
cause you trouble or harm ■ She’s willing to go to the stake 
for her beliefs. 

pull up stakes US, informal : to leave your job or home ■ 
Her career was going nowhere, so she decided it was time 
to pull up stakes. 

2 Stake verb stakes; staked; stak-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to risk the loss of (something, such as money) — usually 
+ on ■ She staked [=bet, wagered] all her money on the race. ■ 
He staked [ -risked] his reputation on the success of the new 
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plan. ■ The corporation staked billions of dollars on the deal. 
■ She staked everything on one last attempt. ■ That’s the man 
who robbed the bank. I would stake my Ufa on It [=1 am ab¬ 
solutely sure] 

2 : to support (something, such as a plant) with stakes ■ She 
staked the tomatoes to keep them from falling over. 
stake out \phrasal verb ] stake (something) out or stake out 
(something) 1 : to mark the limits of (an area) with stakes 

■ stake out a mining area ■ We staked out the area where the 
pool will be installed. 2 : to watch (a place) secretly espe¬ 
cially because you are looking for illegal activity ■ The po¬ 
lice staked out the building until they caught the vandals. 
— see also stakeout 3 : to state (your opinion) in a 
very clear and definite way "He staked out his position on 
this issue in a speech he gave last month. 

stake (out) a/your claim : to say or show that you believe 
you should have something or that you deserve something 

■ They staked their claim to the land. ■ With her strong 
showing in the early rounds of the tournament, she has 
staked her claim to be considered one of the favorites. 



stalactite and 
stalagmite 


Stake-hold*er /'steik^oulda 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person or business that has invested money in some¬ 
thing (such as a company) ■ corporate stakeholders 

2 : a person who holds the money that people have bet on 
something and then gives it to the winner 

Stake*OUt /'steik l aut/ noun, pi -outs [count] : a situation in 
which the police secretly watch a place in order to look for 
illegal activity ■ The drug deal was witnessed during a stake¬ 
out of the building. ■ The police were on a stakeout — see 
also stake out at 2 stake 
Stadac-tite /st3’laek,tait, Brit *stzebk,tait/ 
noun, pi -tites [count] : a pointed piece of 
rock that hangs down from the roof of a 
cave and that is formed by dripping water 
which contains minerals 
Sta-lag-mite /st3'l£eg,mait, Brit 'stastag- 
,mait/ noun, pi -mites [count] : a pointed 
piece of rock that sticks up from the floor 
of a cave and that is formed by dripping 
water which contains minerals 
Stale /'steil/ adj stal-er; -est [more ~; 
most ~] 

1 a of food : no longer good or appealing 
: no longer fresh ■ stale food ■ stale bread 
b : not clean, clear, or pure : having an un¬ 
pleasant taste or smell ■ stale air/water ■ a 
room filled with stale smoke 

2 : not interesting or new : boring or unoriginal ■ stale news/ 
jokes ■ Their relationship went stale. [=became dull or pre¬ 
dictable] 

3 : not as strong, effective, or energetic as before ■ She felt 
stale [-bored] in her job. 

Stale*mate /'steil,meit/ noun, pi -mates 

1 : a contest, dispute, competition, etc., in which neither side 
can gain an advantage or win [count] The budget debate 
ended in a stalemate. • The new agreement could break the 
stalemate, [noncount] The budget debate ended in stalemate. 

2 [count, noncount] : a situation in chess in which a player 
cannot successfully move any of the pieces and neither play¬ 
er can win ■ The game ended in (a) stalemate. — compare 
CHECKMATE 

- stalemate verb -mates; -mat*ed; -mat.ing [+ obj] ■ He 
was stalemated by the opposition. 

^talk /'sta:k/ noun, pi stalks [count] 

1 : a thick or tall stem of a plant ■ a flower stalk ■ celery 
stalks — see color pictures on pages C4 and C6; see also 

CORNSTALK 

2 : a thin, upright object or part that supports or connects 
something ■ the stalk of a goblet 

2 Stalk verb stalks; stalked; stalk-ing 

1 [+ obf a ; to follow (an animal or person that you are 
hunting or trying to capture) by moving slowly and quietly ■ 
Lions stalked the herd. ■ a movie about a detective being 
stalked by a killer b : to go through (a place or area) while 
hunting ■ This is the time of year when hunters are stalking 
the woods for deer. — often used figuratively ■ A killer stalks 
the streets of the city. [=there is a killer somewhere in the 
city] ■ a city that is stalked by fear [=a city where people are 
in a constant state of fear] 

2 [+ obj] : to follow, watch, and bother (someone) constantly 
in a way that is frightening, dangerous, etc. ■ She called the 
police because her ex-boyfriend was stalking her. 


3 always followed by an adverb or a preposition [no obj] : to 
walk in a stiff or proud manner ■ She angrily stalked out of 
the room. 

— stalling /'staikig/ noun [noncount] ■ He was arrested 
and charged with stalking. 

Stalk*er /'sta:k»/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who closely follows and watches another person 
for a long period of time in a way that is threatening, danger¬ 
ous, etc. ■ a famous actress who is being threatened by a 
stalker ■ She has a stalker. [=someone is stalking her] 

2 : a person who slowly and quietly hunts an animal ■ a deer 
stalker 

Stalking horse noun, pi horses [count] : someone or 
something that is used to hide a true purpose; especially : a 
candidate for a political office or position who has no real 
chance of winning but is being used by a political party to 
weaken the support for an opposing party, to find out if an¬ 
other candidate might be successful, etc. 

1 Stall /'stall/ noun, pi stalls 

1 [count] : a small open counter or partially enclosed struc¬ 
ture where things are displayed for sale ■ food stalls ■ a souve¬ 
nir stall ■ a market stall ■ She set up a stall selling jewelry in 
the marketplace. 

2 [count] : an enclosed area in a building where a farm ani¬ 
mal (such as a horse or cow) is kept ■ She cleaned the horses’ 
stalls. 

3 [count] : a seat in a church that is wholly or partly enclosed 
■ choir stalls 

4 [count] chiefly US : a small, enclosed area with room for 
one person in a bathroom ■ shower stalls; especially : a small, 
enclosed area with a toilet ■ All the (bathroom) stalls were 
occupied. 

5 the stalls Brit : the seats on the main level of a theater in 
front of the stage ■ Our tickets are for seats in the stalls. 
[=(US ) the orchestra] 

- compare 3 stall 

2 Stall verb stalls; stalled; stalling 

1 of an engine : to stop suddenly because of a problem [no 
obj] The engine suddenly stalled. [+ obj] Stopping too quick¬ 
ly can stall the engine. 

2 of an airplane ; to stop flying suddenly and begin to fall be¬ 
cause the wings cannot produce enough lift [no obj] The air¬ 
speed got very low and the plane nearly stalled. [+ obj] The 
pilot almost stalled the airplane. 

3 [+ obj] : to put or keep (an animal) in a stall ■ They stalled 
the horses for the night. 

- compare 4 stall 

3 Stall noun [singular] : a situation in which an engine suddenly 
. stops or an airplane suddenly stops flying ■ an engine stall ■ 
The airplane went into a stall. — compare 1 stall 
4 Stall verb stalls; stalled; stalling 

1 : to avoid doing something or to delay someone in a delib¬ 
erate way because you need more time, do not want to do 
something, etc. [no obj] Please stop stalling and answer the 
question. [+ obj] Try to stall them until I get the place 
cleaned up. 

2 : to stop progressing or developing [no obj] The economic 
recovery has stalled. • His career has stalled in recent years. 
[+ obj Budget problems have stalled the project. 

— compare 2 stall 

Stall*hold*er /'stai^houlda 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] Brit 
: someone who manages a stall at which goods are sold 
Stal-lion /'stzeljan/ noun, pi -lions [count] : an adult male 
horse and especially one that is used for breeding 

— compare gelding 

1 Stal*wart /'stadwa*/ adj [more —; most ~] formal 

1 : very loyal and dedicated ■ stalwart fans/supporters 

2 : physically strong ■ their strong and stalwart son ■ stalwart 
fortifications 

- stal-wart-ly adv 

2 Stalwart noun, pi -warts [count] formal : a loyal supporter* 
party stalwarts [=people who support a political party very 
loyally] 

Sta*men /'steiman ! noun.pl -mens [count] botany : the part 
of a flower that produces pollen — see picture at flower; 
compare pistil 

Stam*i*na /'stjemana/ noun [noncount] : great physical or 
mental strength that allows you to continue doing something 
for a long time ■ Do you have the/enough stamina to finish 
the job? 

Stam-mer /'stasm*/ verb -mers; -mered; -mer-ing : to 

speak with many pauses and repetitions because you have a 
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speech problem or because you are very nervous, frightened, 
etc. [no obj ] He stammers [=stutters] when he’s nervous. [+ 
obj] “I d-don’t know what you’re talking about!” she stam¬ 
mered. ■ He stammered an excuse and fled. 

— stammer noun [ singular] ■ He develops a stammer [=>stut¬ 
ter] when he’s nervous. — stam-mer-er /'staemara 1 / noun, 
pi -ers [count] 

1 Stamp /'staemp/ noun, pi stamps 

1 [count] a : a small piece of paper that you buy and then 
stick to an envelope or package to pay the cost of mailing it ■ 
a 39-cent stamp — called also postage stamp ; see picture at 
mail b : a small piece of paper that is attached to some¬ 
thing and that shows that a tax or fee has been paid — see 
also FOOD STAMP 

2 [count] a : a device or tool that is used to mark something 
(such as a piece of paper) with a design, pattern, word, etc., 
by being pushed against a surface : a device or tool used for 
stamping something — see also rubber stamp b : the 
mark made by a stamp ■ There was a stamp on the letter 
showing the date when it was received. 

3 a [singular]: a sign of a special or specific quality — usual¬ 
ly + of ■ Her poetry bears the stamp of genius. ■ His quiet 
manner gives/lends his words the stamp of authority. 
[=makes his words seem authoritative] b [count] : an indi¬ 
cation of something — usually singular ■ She gave the plan 
her stamp of approval. [=she approved the plan] c [singular] 
: an important or lasting effect ■ He put/left his stamp on the 
process. [=he affected/changed the process in some impor¬ 
tant way] 

4 [singular] literary : a particular kind or type ■ He was a man 
of a different stamp. [=he was a different sort of man] 

5 [count] : the act of bringing your foot down heavily and 
noisily ■ an angry stamp of his foot 

2 stamp verb stamps; stamped; stamp-ing 

1 [+ obj ] : to bring (your foot) down heavily and noisily ■ He 
stamped his foot in anger. ■ The fans cheered and stamped 
[=stomped] their feet as the team took the lead. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj\ : to 
walk heavily and noisily • She stamped [=; stomped ] off in a 
huff. ■ He stamped out of the room. 

3 [+ obj] a : to use a special device (called a stamp) to put a 
design, word, etc., on something : to create a mark by press¬ 
ing a special tool against a surface ■ She stamped the bill 
“paid.” ■ He stamped the date on the letter. = He stamped the 
letter with the date, b [+ obj] : to form (something) with a 
device that presses down on a material and cuts out shapes ■ 
newly stamped coins 

4 [+ obj] : to cause (something) to stay in your mind or mem¬ 
ory ■ The event is stamped [-imprinted) in her mind. 

5 [+ obj] : to attach a postage stamp to (something) ■ stamp a 
letter ■ a stamped envelope 

stamp as [phrasal verb] stamp (someone) as (something) 
: to show that (someone) is (a particular type of person) • 
The decision stamped him as a man of honor. 
stamp on [phrasal verb] stamp on (something) 1 : to step 
heavily on (something) with your foot ■ She accidentally 
stamped on my toe. 2 : to end (something) in a forceful 
way ■ The city council stamped on any efforts to build a li¬ 
quor store. 

stamp out [phrasal verb] stamp (something) out or stamp 
out (something) 1 : to stop or destroy (something bad) • 
stamp out smallpox/corruption 2 : to stop (something) 
from burning by stepping on it forcefully with your feet • 
stamp out a fire • She stamped the cigarette out. [=she put 
out the cigarette by stepping on it] 

— stamp-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

Stamp collecting noun [noncount] : the hobby of collect¬ 
ing postage stamps 

— stamp collector noun, pi —tors [count] 

1 Stam«pede /staem'piid /noun, pi -pedes [count] 

1 : an occurrence in which a large group of frightened or ex¬ 
cited animals or people run together in a wild and uncon¬ 
trolled way to escape from something, get out of a place, etc. 
■ a buffalo stampede ■ a stampede to the exits 

2 : a situation in which a lot of people try to do the same 
thing at the same time ■ a stampede to buy the stock ■ a stam¬ 
pede of new applicants 

2 stampede verb -pedes; -ped.ed; -ped-ing 

1 a [no obi] : to run away in a large group from something 
especially because of fear ■ The cattle stampeded. ■ People 
stampeded to the exits, b [+ obj ]: to cause (animals) to run 
away in a large group ■ The gunshot stampeded the cattle. 


2 [+ obj] : to cause (a person or a group of people) to do 
something suddenly and without proper thought — often 
used as (be) stampeded into ■ Don’t let yourself be stampeded 
into doing something you don’t really agree with. 

stamping ground noun, pi ~ grounds [count] Brit 

: STOMPING GROUND 

Stance /'stains, Brit 'sta.ns/ noun, pi stanches [count] 

1 : a publicly stated opinion — usually singular ■ He 
changed his stance after new evidence was discovered. ■ She 
has maintained a neutral stance [= position ] during the negoti¬ 
ations. ■ She was criticized for her antiwar stance. 

2 : a way of standing — usually singular ■ She adopted a ca¬ 
sual/relaxed stance. • a batting stance [=the way someone 
stands to bat in baseball] 

Stanch (chiefly US) or staunch /'stcr.ntf/ verb stanch>es 
or staunches; stanched or staunched; stanching or 
staunching [+ obj] : to stop something (especially blood) 
from flowing ■ He used a towel to try to stanch the (flow of) 
blood. ■ I applied pressure to stanch the wound. [=to stop the 
flow of blood from the wound] 

Stan*chion /'stsentfan/ noun, pi -chions [count]: a strong, 
upright pole that is used to support something 
1 stand /'stand/ verb stands; stood /'stud/; standing 

1 [no obj] a : to be in an upright position with all of your 
weight on your feet ■ She was standing near the window. ■ He 
was standing next to me. ■ All of the seats on the bus were 
taken so we had to stand. ■ Don’t just stand there (doing 
nothing)—do something! ■ He can stand using a cane. ■ 
You're standing on my foot. [=you’re standing with your foot 
on top of my foot] ■ He was standing in a puddle of water. ■ 
The deer stood still, listening for danger. • The soldiers stood 
(up) straight. ■ We had to stand in line for over an hour. ■ 
People were just standing around [=standing without doing 
anything], waiting to get inside the theater, b : to move 
onto your feet from a sitting or low position ■ Please stand 
[=(more formally) rise] for the national anthem. — often + 
up • He stood up to greet her. ■ She was crouching down to 
look at something, but she stood up when she saw me. 

2 a [no obj]: to be in an upright position ■ Two bowling pins 
were left standing. ■ A shovel and rake stood in the comer. ■ 
The house she grew up in is no longer standing. [=the house 
has been destroyed or knocked down; the house no longer 
exists] b [+ obj] : to put (something or someone) in an up¬ 
right position ■ She stood the ladder against the house. — of¬ 
ten + up ■ He stood the boy up on a chair. ■ Could you stand 
the picture frame back upl 

3 [no obj] a always followed by an adverb or preposition : to 
be in a particular place or position ■ A clock stood on the 
mantelpiece. ■ The mansion stands on a hill. ■ A row of trees 
stands between the two houses. — often used figuratively ■ A 
single putt stands between her and the title. [=if she makes 
the putt, she will win the title] ■ Go ahead and leave. I won’t 
stand in your way. [=1 won’t try to stop you] ■ We won’t let 
anyone or anything stand in the way of our happiness, ^pre¬ 
vent us from being happy] b : to remain in a place or posi¬ 
tion without moving or being moved ■ The plane stood on 
the runway ready for takeoff. ■ The machine stood idle. ■ 
rainwater standing in stagnant pools ■ Add the water and let 
the mixture stand for three minutes. 

4 not used in progressive tenses [no obj] : to be a specified 
height ■ He stands six feet two (inches tall). ■ The tower 
stands over 1,000 feet high. 

5 [no obj] : to be in a particular state or situation ■ Where do 
we stand financially? [=what is our financial condition?] ■ 
She stands accused of murder. [=she has been accused of 
murder] 

6 [no obj] : to have a particular belief or opinion about 
something • Where do you stand on the death penalty? Do 
you think it should be used or not? ■ We still don’t know 
where he stands on this issue. ■ They stand divided [=they dis¬ 
agree] on this issue. • She stands for/against the new regula¬ 
tions. [=she supports/opposes the new regulations] ■ We ask 
you to stand (with us) in support of this proposal. [=we ask 
you to support this proposal] ■ From where I stand, I think 
we have to do it. 

7 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
have a particular rank or position within a group ■ The team 
still stands [-ranks] first in the division. • She is currently 
standing in second place. ■ (chiefly Brit) He stands high/low 
with the voters. [=the voters have a good/bad opinion of 
him] 

8 [no obj] : to continue to be at a specified number or 
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amount — often + at ■ Interest rates stand at 13 percent. ■ 
The home run record stands at 73. 

9 [no obj ] : to not be changed : to remain valid or effective ■ 
The decision still stands. ■ The record she set seems likely to 
stand for many years. 

10 [no obj] : to exist at the present time ■ You must take or 
leave our offer as it stands. ■ That is how the situation stands 
at present. ■ As things stand , we will not be able to meet 
your deadline. 

11 [no obj ] : to be in a position in which you are likely to 
gain or lose something — followed by to + verb ■ We stand to 
make a sizable profit from the sale. ■ They stand to lose their 
home if they can't find a way to pay their bills. 

12 [+ obj] a : to be willing or able to accept (something or 
someone unpleasant) without complaint — usually used 
with can, can’t, cannot, could, and couldn’t ■ Can you stand 
[=tolerate , put up with] waiting a few more minutes? = Can 
you stand to wait a few more minutes? ■ How can you stand 
her friends? ■ He couldn’t stand [=bear. endure] the pain. ■ 1 
can only stand so much of your nonsense. ■ His behavior was 
more than I could stand. • I couldn’t stand the thought/idea 
of having to move again, b — used to say that someone 
strongly dislikes a person or thing ■ I can’t stand him. [=1 
hate him] ■ She can’t stand cooking. = She can’t stand to 
cook. ■ They can't stand being apart. ■ I can't stand it when 
people behave like that! 

13 [+ obj ]: to not be harmed by (something) : withstand ■ 
I need a frying pan that can stand being placed in the oven. ■ 
These plants can stand [=endure] very cold temperatures. ■ 
His plays have stood the test of time. [=his plays are still read 
by many people today] 

14 [+ obj] — used to say that someone or something should 
have or do something or would be helped by something; usu¬ 
ally used after could ■ You look like you could stand some 
sleep. [=you look very tired; you look like you need some 
sleep] ■ He could stand losing a few pounds. = He could stand 
to lose a few pounds. ■ That bush could stand to be trimmed. 
[=that bush needs to be trimmed] 

15 [no obj] Brit : to be a candidate in an election for a partic¬ 
ular office — often + for ■ He is standing [=(C/S) running] for 
a seat in Parliament. 

16 [+ obj] Brit, informal : to pay for (a meal or drink) ■ I’ll 
stand a meal for you. = I’ll stand you a meal. ■ He stood 
drinks for the table. 

(as) sure as I’m standing here US, informal — used to say 
that you believe that something is certainly true, will hap¬ 
pen, etc. ■ They may claim that this was a surprise to them, 
but as sure as I’m standing here, they planned it all along. 

I stand corrected see 2 correct 
make your hair stand on end see hair 
not have a leg to stand on see ’leg 
stand a chance see ’chance 

stand alone 1 : to be in a position or situation in which 
you are not helped or supported by others ■ She stood 
alone in her opposition to the proposal. 2 — used to say 
that someone or something is better than all others ■ For 
great sound quality, this system stands alone, 
stand aside [phrasal verb] 1 : move to the left or right with 
one or a few small steps ■ Please stand aside and let me 
pass. 2 : to allow something to happen : to not try to stop 
someone from doing something ■ I’m not going to stand 
aside [-stand by] and watch you ruin your life. 
stand back [phrasal verb] 1 : to take a few steps backwards 
■ The paramedics told the crowd to stand back. 2 : to stop 
doing something or being actively involved in something 
for a time so that you can think about it and make deci¬ 
sions in a calm and reasonable way ■ It’s time to stand back 
[=step back] and take a long hard look at your problems. 
stand behind [phrasal verb] stand behind (someone or 
something) : to support (someone or something) ■ I’ll stand 
behind you no matter what you decide to do. ■ I’ll stand be¬ 
hind your decision 100 percent. 
stand by [phrasal verb] 1 : to stand or be present without 
taking any action while something is happening ■ A group 
of students stood by and watched the boys fight. ■ How can 
you stand by and do nothing? 2 : to be ready or available 
for use ■ An ambulance was standing by in case anyone got 
seriously injured. ■ Operators are standing by (to take your 
calls). — see also standby 3 stand by (something) a 
: to support or defend (something) ■ He said that he was 
standing by what he said earlier. • I stand by my actions and 
have no regrets, b : to act in the way that is required by 
(something, such as belief or promise) ■ She stood by her 


promise. 4 stand by (someone) : to remain loyal to 
(someone) : to continue to support (someone) ■ They 
promised to stand by each other until the end. ■ She stood 
by her husband throughout the trial. 
stand down [phrasal verb] Brit 1 : to leave the witness 
stand in a court of law ■ The judge thanked the witness and 
allowed her to stand down. 2 : to leave a job or official 
position ■ He stood down [^stepped down] (from his office) 
as Lord Mayor. • She stood down in favour of a more popu¬ 
lar candidate. 

stand firm : to refuse to change your decision, position, etc. 

■ The judge stood firm in her ruling. 

stand for [phrasal verb] stand for (something) 1 : to have (a 
specified meaning) ■ “FYI” stands for “for your informa¬ 
tion." ■ The sign @ stands for “at.” ■ The color white often 
stands for [= represents] innocence and purity. 2 : to sup¬ 
port (something) ■ The political party has always stood for 
reform. 3 : to allow (something) to continue to happen 
— usually used in negative statements ■ I will not stand for 
[-put up with] any more of this nonsense. — see also 
'stand 15 (above) 

stand guard/watch : to stand in a position and guard or 
watch someone or something in order to look for possible 
danger, threats, etc. ■ A soldier stood guard by the door. 
stand in [phrasal verb]: to take the place of (someone who is 
away for a time) ■ He can’t be here today, so he asked me 
to stand in. [-fill in] — often + for - He asked me to stand in 
for him while he was away. — see also stand-in 
stand on ceremony see ceremony 

stand on your head/hands : to be in a position in which 
your legs and feet are straight up in the air and your weight 
is supported by your head or hands » She can stand on her 
head/hands. [=she can do a headstand/handstand] 
stand on your own two feet see 'foot 
stand or fall — used to say that the future or success of 
someone or something depends on another person or thing 

■ We (will) stand or fall by their decision. [=their decision 
will control what happens to us] ■ Our company will stand 
or fall on our ability to make better products than our 
competitors. [=our success or failure depends on our abili¬ 
ty to make better products than our competitors] 

stand out [phrasal verb] 1 : to be easily seen or noticed ■ 
His bright tie made him stand out (in the crowd). ■ The 
trees’ red leaves stood out against the gray sky. 2 : to be 
better or more important than the other people or things 
in a group in a way that is easily seen or noticed ■ As a stu¬ 
dent, she stood out above/from the rest. ■ Only one contes¬ 
tant really stands out [=stic/cs out] in my mind. ■ Two facts 
stand out from her testimony. ■ His performance really 
stood out. 3 : to stick out from a surface ■ The hat made 
her ears stand out. — see also standout 
stand out like a sore thumb see ' sore 
stand pat see 3 pat 

stand someone/something in good stead see stead 
stand tall : to stand with your body very straight — often 
used figuratively in U.S. English ■ We can stand tall and 
take pride in what we’ve accomplished. ■ Despite the criti¬ 
cism, he has continued to stand tall, 
stand to reason see ’reason 

stand trial : to be on trial in a court of law ■ He is standing 
trial for the murder of his wife. 
stand up [phrasal verb] 1 : to remain valid or acceptable 
when tested or examined ■ We need evidence that will 
stand up in court. 2 stand (someone) up informal : to fail 
to meet or keep an appointment with (someone) ■ You 
stood me up yesterday. ■ I got stood up by my date. 3 
stand up for (someone or something) : to defend (some¬ 
one or something) against attack or criticism ■ He stood up 
for his friend. ■ You have to stand up for yourself. ■ They 
were standing up for their rights. 4 stand up to (someone) 
: to refuse to accept bad treatment from (someone) ■ She 
finally stood up to the girl who had been teasing her at 
school. 5 stand up to (something) : to remain in good 
condition despite (something) ■ These boots have stood up 
to [= withstood] a lot of abuse. 6 stand up and be counted 
: to make your opinions or beliefs publicly known espe¬ 
cially when such action may cause trouble ■ It’s time for 
everyone who cares about this issue to stand up and be 
counted. — see also 'stand lb, 2b (above), stand-up 
stand your ground see 'ground 
2 stand noun, pi stands 

1 [count] : a strongly held opinion about something — usu¬ 
ally singular ■ The senator took a firm/strong stand against 
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higher taxes. — often + on ■ What is your stand on this issue? 

2 [count] : a strong effort to defend yourself or oppose some¬ 
thing • The team insured their victory with an impressive 
goal-line stand. ■ The army is preparing to make a stand 
against the enemy. ■ students making a stand against the war 

3 [count] : a partially enclosed structure where things are 
sold or displayed ■ a hot-dog/ice-cream/vegetable stand ■ He 
set up a stand [=booth] at the fair. ■ We have display stands in 
many bookstores. ■ concession stands ■ a roadside stand 

— see also newsstand 

4 [count] : a device or piece of furniture that holds an object 
in an upright position ■ an umbrella stand ■ a bicycle/micro¬ 
phone stand — see also nightstand, washstand 

5 [count] : a raised platform for people (such as performers 
or hunters) to stand on 

6 the stands : the rows of seats in a stadium that people sit 
in when they are watching a sports event, concert, etc. ■ The 
ball was hit into the stand's. — see also grandstand 

7 the stand : the place where a witness testifies in court 
: witness stand ■ She lied while on the stand. • The witness 
was asked to take the stand. 

8 [count] chiefly US : a series of performances, games, etc., 
that are at a particular place for a period of time ■ The magi¬ 
cian was booked for a three-night stand. ■ ( baseball) The 
team has a six-game stand at home. = The team has a 6-game 
home stand. — see also one-night stand 

9 [count]: a group of plants growing close together ■ a stand 
of pines 

- see also handstand, headstand, taxi stand 
Stand-alone /'stamda'loun/ ad/ : able to operate without 

control from another system, company, etc. ■ stand-alone 
computers ■ stand-alone businesses 
1 Standard /'standard/ noun, pi -dards 

1 a : a level of quality, achievement, etc., that is considered 
acceptable or desirable [count] high/low standards of quali¬ 
ty ■ His work is not up to our standards. [=is not as good as 
we require it to be] ■ By modem/today’s standards , the house 
is just too small. ■ industry standards ■ Their standards are 
slipping, [noncount] His work is not up to standard. = His 
work is below standard. [=his work is not good enough] 

— see also double standard, standard of living b 
standards [plural ]: ideas about morally correct and accept¬ 
able behavior ■ She has high moral standards, [-principles] 

2 [count] : something that is very good and that is used to 
make judgments about the quality of other things ■ This 
book is the standard by which all others must be judged. 

3 [count] : a fixed official unit of measurement ■ a standard 
of weight — see also gold standard 

4 [count] : a flag that is used in official ceremonies 

5 [count] : a song that has been sung by many different art¬ 
ists ■ an old standard 

2 standard adj 

1 : regularly and widely used, seen, or accepted : not unusu¬ 
al or special ■ a standard approach/treatment ■ the standard 
features/colors ■ a standard medical procedure ■ standard 
weight ■ a window of standard width ■ The movie was a pret¬ 
ty standard romantic comedy. 

2 : generally accepted and used because of high quality or 
excellence ■ standard reference works 

3 : accepted and used by most of the educated speakers and 
writers of a language ■ standard spelling/English ■ The word 
is considered standard. — opposite nonstandard; com¬ 
pare SUBSTANDARD 

Stari"dard-bear*er /'stsenda'djberav' noun, pi -ers [count] 
formal 

1 ; the leader of an organization, movement, or political par¬ 
ty 

2 : someone who carries a flag or banner 
Stan*dard—IS*SUe Attended,i,Ju:/ ac/j : of the common 

or usual type ■ a standard-issue [=typical] action movie ■ a 
standard-issue blue suit 

Stan-dard-ize also Brit stan*dard-ise /'staenda-jdaiz/ verb 
-iz-es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] : to change (things) so that they 
are similar and consistent and agree with rules about what is 
proper and acceptable ■ He standardized procedures for the 
industry. • standardized tests 

- stan-dard-i-za-tion also Brit stan-dard-i-sa-tion 

/ 1 st£end3 , d3 l zei/an, Brit .stzenda^ai'zei/an/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

standard lamp noun, pi ~~ lamps [count] Brit : floor 
lamp 

Standard of living noun [singular] : the amount of 


wealth, comfort, and possessions that a person or group has ■ 
People in that area enjoy a high standard of living. [=they 
have a lot of money and are able to live very comfortably] ■ 
raising/lowering/improving our standard of living 

Standard time noun [noncount] : the official time of a par¬ 
ticular region or country 

1 Stand-by /'stsend.bai/ noun, pi stand-bys /'stsend.baiz/ 
[count] : a person or thing that is available especially in 
emergencies ■ More police officers were sent as standbys. ■ 
We bought an electric generator as a standby. — see also 
stand by at ‘stand 

on standby 1 : ready or available for immediate action or 
use ■ The police officers were put on standby. 2 : ready to 
travel if a ticket becomes available ■ We’re on standby for 
the next flight to Washington, D.C. 

2 Standby adj , always used before a noun : relating to or trav¬ 
eling by an airline service in which the passenger must wait 
for an available seat ■ standby tickets/passengers — see also 
stand by at ‘stand 

Stand-ee /stsen'di:/ noun, pi -ees [count] chiefly US : a per¬ 
son who is standing when other people are sitting ■ The audi¬ 
ence of 3,000 included several hundred standees. 

Stand—in /'stand,in/ noun, pi -ins [count] : a person or 
thing that takes the place of someone or something else for a 
period of time ■ He was the boss’s stand-in during her illness. 
— see also stand in at ‘stand 

1 Standing At«endn)/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 a : used in or for standing • Start the exercise in a standing 
position, b : done while in a standing position ■ a standing 
jump 

2 : not flowing : stagnant ■ standing water 

3 : remaining at the same level or amount until canceled ■ 
The standing offer for the computer system is $1,499. 

4 : continuing to exist or be used for an unlimited period of 
time : permanent ■ standing armies/committees ■ She has a 
standing invitation to use the university’s research laborato¬ 
ry. ■ a standing tradition ■ It’s a standing joke at the office. 
[=it’s something that often happens or is said or done and 
that the people in the office think is funny] — see also free¬ 
standing, long-standing 

2 standing noun, pi -ings 

1 [count] : the position or rank of someone in a group ■ He’s 
trying to improve his standing with the voters. [=trying to get 
the voters to rank him more highly] ■ a lawyer of high stand¬ 
ing ■ ( chiefly US) a member in/of good standing [^statay] 

2 standings [plural] US, sports : a list that shows the posi¬ 
tions of the players or teams that are competing against each 
other ■ They’ve won five games in a row and are starting to 
move up in the standings. ■ They’re in first place in the cur¬ 
rent standings. 

3 [ noncount ] : length of existence : duration ■ a marriage 
of many years’ standing 

Standing order noun, pi ~ -ders [count, noncount] : an 
order or procedure that continues to be followed until it is 
changed or canceled ■ She placed a standing order for fresh 
flowers every week. • They were on standing orders never to 
leave the prisoner unattended. 

Standing ovation noun, pi ~ -tions [count] : an occur¬ 
rence in which the people at a play, speech, sporting event, 
etc., stand up and applaud to show enthusiastic approval or 
appreciation ■ The crowd gave her a standing ovation. — 
called also (US, informal ) standing O 

Standing room noun [noncount] : space available for peo¬ 
ple to stand after all seats are filled ■ There was standing 
room only at the concert. [=all the seats for the concert had 
been sold] 

Stand*Off At£end,a:f/ noun, pi -offs [count] : an argument, 
contest, etc., in which there is no winner • The two govern¬ 
ments are currently in a standoff over who has rights to the 
land. ■ They played to a 3-3 standoff. [=tie] 

stand-off-ish Atsend'a.fijy aflj [more most ~] : not 
friendly toward other people ■ She tends to be a bit standoff¬ 
ish with strangers. 

Stand-out At£end,aut/ noun, pi -outs [count] US : a person 
or thing that is better or more important than the others in a 
group • She is a standout among the available candidates. ■ 
All the cameras we tested were good, but there was no real 
standout. — often used before another noun ■ a standout 
candidate/performance— see also standout at ‘stand 

Stand-point /'stsend,point/ noun, pi -points [count] : a 
way in which something is thought about or considered 
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: point of view • From an economic standpoint, the policy 
is sound. _ 

Stand-Still /'st£end,stil/ noun [singular] : a state in which all 
activity or motion is stopped • Production is at a standstill. 
[=production has stopped completely! ■ The accident 
brought traffic to a standstill. 

1 Stand-up /'stcend,Ap/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 a : done by a performer who is standing alone on a stage ■ 
stand-up comedy ■ a stand-up act/routine b : performing 
stand-up comedy ■ a stand-up comedian/comic 

2 : done in or requiring a standing position ■ a stand-up 
lunch/bar 

3 : designed to stand upright ■ a stand-up collar 

4 US, informal : able to be trusted and respected : very good, 
loyal, etc. ■ His friends say he’s a real stand-up (kind of) guy. 

5 Brit: involving very angry or violent behavior • a stand-up 
fight/argument — see also stand up at ’stand 

2 Stand—up noun, pi -ups 

1 [ noncount\ : stand-up comedy • I’ve always wanted to try 
stand-up. 

2 [count] : a performer who does stand-up comedy : a stand- 
up comedian ■ a talented stand-up 

Sta n k past tense of 1 stink 

Stan-za /'stanza/ noun, pi -zas [count ]: a group of lines in a 
poem : verse 

Staph /'stzef/ noun [noncount] medical : a group of bacteria 
that cause many common illnesses (such as skin infections 
and food poisoning) ■ a resistant strain of staph ■ a staph in¬ 
fection 

Sta-ple /'steipal/ noun, pi sta-ples [count]: a piece of metal 
or wire in the shape of a U that is used for attaching things: 
such as a : a short, thin wire that goes through papers and 
is bent over at the ends to hold the papers together or that 
goes through a piece of paper, a photograph, etc., to attach it 
to a surface ■ Please fasten the pages (together) with paper 
clips rather than staples. • The notice was attached to the 
wall with staples. — see also stapler b : a piece of metal 
or thick wire that is pushed into a surface to hold or attach 
something (such as rope or wire) — see also staple gun - 
compare 3 staple 

2 staple verb staples; sta-pled; sta-pling [+ obj \: to attach 
(something) with staples ■ I stapled the pages in the upper left 
comer. — often + to or together ■ I stapled the check to the 
form. ■ The notice had been stapled to the wall. ■ I stapled the 
pages together. 

3 Staple noun, pi staples [count] 

1 : an important food that is eaten very often ■ 1 need to buy 
some staples, like bread and milk. ■ Rice is the staple of their 
diet. 

2 : the main product of a country, area, company, etc. ■ 
Technology has replaced steel as the region’s staple. 

3 : something that is used widely and often ■ Rock music 
was a staple when I was growing up. — often + of m His writ¬ 
ings are a. staple of[- a basic part of] economic theory. 

— compare ’staple 
4 Staple adj, always used before a noun 

1 : used, needed, or enjoyed constantly by many people ■ 
such staple items as flour and sugar ■ That’s a staple plot in 
mystery novels. — see also staple diet 

2 : produced regularly or in large quantities ■ staple crops 
like wheat, rice, or sugarcane 

Staple diet noun [singular] : the food or foods that a person 
or animal eats most often ■ Environmental changes are de¬ 
priving the birds of the insects that form their staple diet. — 
often used figuratively ■ I grew up on a staple diet of cartoons 
and comic books. 

Staple gun noun, pi ~ guns [count] : a tool used for put¬ 
ting large staples into walls, wood, etc. 

Sta-pler /'steipW noun, pi -piers [count] : a device that you 
use to put staples into something (such as paper) — see pic¬ 
ture at OFFICE 

1 Star /'sta^/ noun, pi stars [count] 

1 : any one of the objects in space that are made of burning 
gas and that look like points of light in the night sky ■ They 
gazed up at the stars. ■ There are billions of stars in the uni¬ 
verse. ■ bright star clusters ■ a distant star system ■ The stars 
are out [=are not hidden by clouds] tonight. • I’m glad we 
didn’t use the tent. It’s so much nicer to sleep outside under 
the stars. — see also evening star, morning star, 

NORTH STAR, POLE STAR, SHOOTING STAR 

2 : a star or planet especially in a certain position that is be¬ 
lieved in astrology to influence people’s lives ■ I was bom un¬ 


der a lucky star. [=1 was bom lucky] — usually plural ■ (Brit) 
Did you read your stars [^horoscope] today? ■ I guess ro¬ 
mance just isn’t in the stars for me right now. [=romance 
isn’t going to happen for me right now] ■ You can thank your 
lucky stars [=you are lucky] that no one was hurt. — see also 

STAR-CROSSED 

3 a : something (such as a symbol or 
medal) with five or more points that rep¬ 
resents or suggests a star • The teacher 
gives out gold stars [=gold stickers in the 
shape of stars] for good behavior. ■ I put 
stars [= asterisks ] next to the most impor¬ 
tant items in the list. — see also bronze 
STAR, SILVER STAR, STARS AND STRIPES 
b ; a symbol that is shaped like a star and 
that is used as part of a rating system to 
show how good something is ■ The restaurant was awarded 
four stars for excellence. • Critics give the movie three stars. 

— see also five-star, four-star 

4 a : the most important and well-known performer in a 
movie, play, etc. • She’s the star of the show, b : an ex¬ 
tremely famous and successful performer or athlete » His 
performance in that film made him a star. • She always 
dreamed of being a movie star. • baseball/football/track stars 

■ a rock/pop star ■ He’s made a name for himself as the hair 
stylist to the stars. [=for famous people] — often used before 
another noun • star athletes ■ the star system [=the practice 
of using famous actors in movies, etc., in order to attract a 
bigger audience] ■ The producers are looking for someone 
with star quality. [=the talent, looks, etc., needed to become 
a star] C : a person who is very successful, important, etc. • 
There were many talented students in the class, but she was 
clearly the star. [=the most talented one] ■ He is a rising star 
[=a person who is becoming more popular and successful] in 
the world of politics. — often used before another noun ■ a 
star student ■ our star trumpeter ■ She was the star witness at 
the trial. ■ The pandas are the zoo’s star attraction. [=they are 
the most popular attraction at the zoo] — see also mega¬ 
star, SUPERSTAR 

5 Brit, informal : someone who is good or helpful • “Thank 
you. You’re a starV' 

(have) stars in your eyes If you have stars in your eyes 
you are very hopeful and excited about something and 
think that it will be much better or more enjoyable than it 
actually is. • When she left home she had stars in her eyes, 
promise (someone) the stars see 2 promise 
reach for the stars : to try to do something that is very dif¬ 
ficult and impressive ■ She always encouraged her children 
to reach for the stars. 

see stars : to see flashes of light usually because you have 
been hit on the head ■ I bumped into the wall so hard that I 
saw stars. 

— star-less /'stadias/ adj ■ a cloudy, starless sky — star* I ike 
/'staajaik/ adj • a starlike pattern • white starlike flowers 

2 Star verb stars; starred; star-ring 

1 a [no obj] : to play the most important role in a movie, 
play, etc. — usually + in • an actor who has starred in many 
films ■ The couple will star together in a new play. • She had 
the starring role [=she was the star] in her last three films, b 
[+ obj] : to have (someone) as the most important performer 

■ The new television series stars a famous movie actress. ■ a 
concert starring some of the biggest names in the business 

2 [no obj] : to perform extremely well • He starred in both 
baseball and football when he was in college. ■ She starred 
for/with the basketball team last year. 

3 [+ obj] : to mark (something) with a star or other symbol ■ 
This restaurant is starred in the guidebook. 

— see also ill-starred 

Star anise noun [noncount] : a small brown star-shaped 
fruit that is dried and used as a spice especially in Chinese 
cooking 

Star-board /'stda-ba-d/ noun [noncount] : the side of a ship 
or aircraft that is on the right when you are looking toward 
the front • The ship turned to starboard. — compare port 

— starboard adj ■ the starboard side/engine 
Star-burst /‘staa,bast/ noun, pi -bursts [count] : some¬ 
thing (such as a pattern) that looks like rays of light spread¬ 
ing out from a center ■ a starburst of color ■ a starburst design 

1 Starch /'staatf/ noun, pi starch-es 

1 : a substance that is found in certain foods (such as bread, 
rice, and potatoes) [noncount] the starch in pasta » They 
tried to limit starch [=starchy foods] in their diet, [count] 
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The body breaks down starches [=carbohydrates] into sugars. 

— see also cornstarch 

2 [noncount] : a powder or liquid that contains starch and is 
used to make clothing stiff 

take the starch out of US, informal + old-fashioned : to 
make (someone) weak or unsure : to cause (someone) to 
lose energy or confidence ■ When he lost the second game, 
it seemed to take the starch out of him. 

2 starch verb starches; starched; starch-ing [+ obj\ : to 
make (clothing) stiff by using starch ■ He starches the collars 
of his shirts. ■ a starched collar ■ a starched white uniform 
starchy /'stcuytf V adj starch-i-er; -est 

1 : containing, consisting of, or resembling starch ■ a starchy 
diet ■ starchy foods 

2 : very formal and serious in behavior ■ a starchy tradition¬ 
alist 

— starch-i-ness /■staa-tfinas/ noun [noncount] 
Star-crossed /'staa-ikraist/ adj : not lucky : having bad 

luck ■ star-crossed lovers 

Star-dom /'staa'dam/ noun [noncount] : the state of being a 
very famous performer ■ an actress who has achieved movie 
stardom ■ When he went to Hollywood he had dreams of 
stardom. [=dreams of becoming a star] ■ the path to stardom 
1 stare/'stea/ verb stares; stared; starring [no obj]: to look 
at someone or something for a long time often with your 
eyes wide open ■ She was staring straight ahead. = Her eyes 
were staring straight ahead. ■ She stared out the window. ■ 
His mother told him not to stare. — often + at ■ We just sat 
and stared at each other. ■ They stared in disbelief at the acci¬ 
dent scene. ■ I spend a lot of my time staring at a computer 
screen. — often used figuratively ■ The solution was staring 
right at me but I didn’t see it. [=the solution was obvious but 
I failed to see it] synonyms see ‘gaze 
stare daggers (at someone) see dagger 
stare down ( US) or Brit stare out [phrasal verb] stare 
(someone) down/out or stare down/out (someone) to 
look directly into someone’s eyes without fear until he or 
she becomes uncomfortable and looks away ■ The batter 
tried to stare down the pitcher. — often used figuratively ■ 
They had stared down danger more than once. 
stare (off) into space see ‘space 

stare (someone) in the face also chiefly US stare (some¬ 
one) in the eye(s) : to look directly into the eyes of 
(someone) ■ She stared me in the face and told me to leave. 
— usually used figuratively ■ The solution was staring me 
in the face. [=the solution was obvious but I failed to see it] 
■ Failure was staring him in the face. [=he was very close to 
failing; he was almost certain to fail] ■ They stared death in 
the face/eye [=they came very close to death; they did 
something that was very dangerous and that could have 
caused their death] and didn’t flinch. 

2 Stare noun, pi stares [count] : the act of looking directly at 
someone or something for a long time : the act of staring ■ 
They looked at me with accusing stares. ■ I asked him about 
it, but my question only drew/got a blank stare. [=he looked 
at me in a way that showed he did not understand or know 
the answer to my question] 
fix (someone) with a stare see ‘fix 
star-fish /'staa'ifij'/ noun, pi 
-fish also -fish-es [count] : a 
sea animal that has five arms 
and that looks like a star 

star-gaz-er /'staa'igeiz^/ 

noun, pi -ers [count] : a per¬ 
son who looks at the stars : a 
person who studies astronomy 
or astrology 

star-gaz-ing / , staa>igeizir)/ 

noun [noncount] : the act or 
practice of looking at or 
studying the stars ■ We left the 
city after dark to do some star¬ 
gazing. 

1 stark /'staa-k/ adi stark-er; -est 

1 : having a very plain and often cold or empty appearance ■ 
a stark white room ■ a stark landscape ■ a stark winter day ■ 
The room was decorated with stark simplicity. 

2 : unpleasant and difficult to accept or experience ■ the 
stark reality of death ■ She gave the facts of the case in stark 
[=harsh] and sobering detail. ■ This tragedy serves as a stark 
reminder of the dangers of drunk driving. 

3 : very obvious : very plain and easily seen ■ There is a stark 


difference between them. ■ His criticism of the movie stands 
in stark contrast to the praise it has received from others. 

— Stark-ly adv [more most ~] ■ a starkly modem building 
— stark-ness noun [noncount] ■ the starkness of black and 
white 

2 stark adv : completely or fully ■ He was standing there stark 
naked. [=he was wearing no clothes at all] ■ That noise is go¬ 
ing to drive me stark raving mad. = (Brit) That noise is going 
to drive me stark staring mad. ^completely insane] 

Stark-ers /'staaL^z/ adj, chiefly Brit, informal : completely 
naked ■ He was standing there starkers. 

Star-let /'statist/ noun, pi -lets [count] : a young movie ac¬ 
tress ■ She was a starlet in the 1940s. 

Star-light /'sta^ilait/ noun [noncount] : the light produced 
by stars ■ We had to find our way by starlight. 

Star-ling /‘staaliQ/ noun, pi -lings [count] : a dark brown or 
black bird that is common in Europe and the U.S. — see col¬ 
or picture on page C9 

Star-lit /’starlit/ adj : lighted by the stars ■ We slept out¬ 
doors under a starlit sky. 

Star of Da-vid /-'deivad/ noun, pi Stars of David [count] 
: a six-pointed star that is used as a symbol of Judaism and of 
Israel — usually singular 

Star-ry /'stari I adj star-ri-er; -est [also more —; most ~] 

1 : full of stars ■ the starry heavens ■ a starry sky 

2 : having a shape like a star ■ starry flowers 

3 : including many famous actors, athletes, etc. ■ a starry 
[-star-studded] cast 

4 : shining brightly ■ She gazed at him with starry eyes. 

Star-ry—eyed /'stari,aid/ adj [more —; most ~] : having 

hopes and desires that are not realistic or practical ■ starry- 
eyed lovers ■ She was too starry-eyed about her future. 

Stars and Stripes noun 
the Stars and Stripes : the flag of the United States 

Star sign noun, pi signs [count] : one of the 12 symbols 
of the zodiac ■ What is your star sign ? — called also sign 

Star-Struck / l staa , iStrAk/ adj : feeling or showing great in¬ 
terest in and admiration for famous people ■ starstruck fans ■ 
She stared at him in starstruck awe. ■ I know she’s famous, 
but try not to act starstruck when you meet her. 

Star—Stud-ded /'staa.stAdad/ adj : having many famous 
actors, athletes, etc. ■ The play featured a star-studded cast. 

1 Start /*staa4/ verb starts; start-ed; starting 

1 a : to do the first part of something : to begin doing some¬ 
thing [+ obj] They started clearing land for the new housing 
development. ■ He started the speech (out) with a joke. ■ He 
started studying music at the age of five. ■ She saw her di¬ 
vorce as an opportunity to start a new life. = She saw her di¬ 
vorce as an opportunity to start life anew/afresh/over, [no 
obj] As soon as you’re ready to play, we’ll start. ■ Let’s start 
with some warm-up exercises. ■ He deleted what he wrote 
and started fresh/again/over. ■ Nothing like this had ever 
been done before, so we had to start from scratch. [=we had 
to begin from a point at which nothing had been done yet] ■ 
Olympic athletes start young and train hard. ■ The tire tracks 
at the scene of the crime were a starting point for investiga¬ 
tors. [=investigators used the tire tracks to start their investi¬ 
gation] b [+ obj] : to begin to work on, produce, or give at¬ 
tention to (something) ■ I started the quilt last month. ■ Have 
you started your book report? ■ Did you start (reading) the 
book yet? C [+ obj] : to cause (something) to begin ■ We 
started the meeting at 6:30. : to cause (something) to begin in 
a specified way ■ She started the meeting with a brief review 
of the previous meeting. • He starts every day with a cup of 
coffee, d [+ obj] ; to begin to have a feeling, thought, etc. — 
usually followed by to + verb ■ She started to feel dizzy soon 
after the accident. ■ I’m starting to think the oversight was in¬ 
tentional. — sometimes + -ing verb ■ She started feeling dizzy 
soon after the accident. ■ He started having chest pains, e 
: to begin working at a new job or going to school [+ obj] I 
start my new job next Monday. ■ When does she start school? 
[no obj] I just got a new job. I start next week. 

2 a : to begin to happen, to exist, to be done, etc. [no obj] 
The fire started in the cellar. ■ The rain will start soon and 
should end sometime this evening. ■ The game started late. ■ 
Starting next week, all employees will be required to wear ID 
tags. ■ The movie just started. • What is the movie’s starting 
time? ■ When does school start ? ■ The game was just starting 
when it began to rain. [+ obj] — often followed by to + verb ■ 
It started to rain. ■ The leaves are starting to change colors. — 
often + -ing verb ■ It started raining, b [+ obj : to cause 
(something) to exist or happen ■ He started a scholarship 




1601 


start • start 


fund. ■ The tradition was started many years ago. ■ “Stop 
fighting, you two!" “He started it.” [=he did something to 
cause the fight] ■ She’s always starting arguments. ■ They 
want to start a family [=begin to have children] soon. 

3 a [no obj\ : to begin to function or operate ■ The car/en- 
gine won’t start, b [+ obj ]: to cause (something) to begin to 
function or operate ■ She started the car and drove away. 

4 [+ obj] : to begin the use of (something) ■ You’ll have to 
start a new roll of tape. This one’s empty. 

5 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj ] a : to 
have a particular beginning : to begin at a specified place or 
in a specified way ■ The English alphabet starts with A and 
ends with Z. ■ The first word in a sentence should start with a 
capital letter. ■ The parade starts at the intersection of First 
and Main. ■ The path/trail starts here and ends at the lake, 
b : to have a specified quality, identity, job, etc., at the be¬ 
ginning — often + as ■ What started (off) as a simple idea has 
become an expensive and complicated project. • She started 
(out) as a sales assistant but is now the marketing director. 

6 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj]: to be¬ 
gin to move toward a particular place or in a particular di¬ 
rection ■ We’ll start for home soon. ■ We should start back to 
the camp before it gets dark. ■ He started toward the door. ■ 
The dog started after the squirrel. 

7 [no obj\ — used to indicate the beginning of a range, series, 
etc.; often + at ■ The rates start at $10 per hour. ■ At his com¬ 
pany, salaries start at around $30,000. [=$30,000 is the lowest 
salary] ■ Interest rates for CDs were starting at 3.9 percent. ■ 
What is the starting salary for the job? [=what is the salary 
people are paid when they start the job?] ■ The starting price 
[=the basic price when nothing extra has been added] for the 
car is $18,000. 

8 a : to participate in a game or contest at its beginning [no 
obj] Despite his injury, he’ll start in center field today. ■ The 
manager removed the starting pitcher [=the pitcher who was 
playing at the beginning of the game] in the third inning. ■ 
He’s in the starting lineup. [=a list of the players who will be 
playing when the game begins] — often + for ■ Who’s starting 
for the home team? [+ obj] He’ll start today's game in center 
field. • a pitcher who has started five games so far this year ■ 
She started the race but wasn’t able to finish, b [+ obj] : to 
put (someone or something) into a game or contest at its be¬ 
ginning ■ The coach is starting him at quarterback for the 
next game. ■ He plans to start [=enter\ the horse in only a few 
races this year. 

9 [+ obj] a : to cause (someone) to begin doing something ■ 
Her questions started me thinking. : to cause (someone) to 
begin a job or activity in a particular way, at a particular lev¬ 
el, etc. ■ The company started him at the same salary he had 
been getting at his previous job. b : to cause (someone) to 
begin talking about a particular subject ■ “What do you 
think of the new boss?" “ Don’t get me started. I can't stand 
him." — often + on ■ Don’t get him started on the war: he’ll 
never stop! 

10 [no obj] ; to move suddenly and quickly because you are 
surprised or frightened ■ The loud noise made him start, 
[-jump] ■ The horse started when the shot rang out. 

11 [no obj] informal : to begin complaining, arguing, etc. ■ 
He started with me, so I hit him. ■ Don’t (you) start (with me). 
I made a mistake—that’s the end of it. 

get started: to begin doing or working on something ■ You 
(had) better get started if you want to finish on time. ■ new¬ 
lyweds who are just getting started [=who are just starting 
their lives together] 

start in [phrasal verb] chiefly US, informal 1 : to start doing 
a particular activity or action ■ He took a break from 
painting to eat lunch, then started in again. — often + on ■ 
She started in on another book. 2 start in on (someone) 
: to criticize (someone) about something ■ My dad started 
in on me about not having a job. 
start off [phrasal verb] 1 start off or start (something) off or 
start off (something) : to start or cause (something) to start 
in a specified way ■ He started off by introducing himself. • 
She started off (her run) at a slow jog. ■ The performance 
started off badly. — often + with • I started off my speech 
with a joke. ■ We started off the meal with shrimp cocktails. 
■ The team started the season off with a 10-game winning 
streak. 2 : to have a specified quality, identity, job, etc., 
at the start ■ She started off as a sales assistant but is now 
the marketing director. 3 : to begin an important period 
in your life or career ■ The house is perfect for a couple 
just starting off. 4 : to begin to move toward a particular 
place or in a particular direction ■ She ate breakfast before 


starting off for work. 5 start (someone) off or start off 
(someone) : to cause (someone) to begin doing a particu¬ 
lar activity or action ■ He started his daughter off on the pi¬ 
ano. ■ The game-show host started her off with some easy 
questions. 

start on [phrasal verb] 1 start on (something) : to begin do¬ 
ing (something) ■ Did you start on your homework yet? 2 
start (someone) on (something) : to cause (someone) to 
start doing or using (something) ■ The doctor started him 
on [=made him start taking] antibiotics. ■ When should we 
start the baby on solid food? [=start feeding the baby solid 
food] 3 start on at (someone) chiefly Brit, informal : to 
criticize (someone) about something ■ Don't start on at me 
again about spending money! 

start out [phrasal verb] 1 : to begin in a specified way ■ He 
started out by introducing himself. ■ She started out at a 
slow jog. ■ The day started out hot and humid. ■ The story 
started out good, but I didn’t like the ending. ■ She started 
out wanting to be a doctor but became a midwife instead. 
— often + with • I started out with $100 but I have only $10 
left. ■ Let’s start out with some warm-up exercises. 2 : to 
have a specified quality, identity, job, etc., at the start ■ 
What started out as a simple idea has become an expensive 
and complicated project. • He started out in teaching be¬ 
fore becoming a lawyer. 3 : to begin an important period 
in your life or career ■ The couple is just starting out. ■ She 
started out on a career in teaching. 4 r to begin to travel ■ 
They started out in the early morning. 5 : to have a partic¬ 
ular place as a beginning point ■ The parade starts out at 
the intersection of First and Main. 
start over [phrasal verb] chiefly US 1 start over or start 
(something) over : to begin doing something again ■ I’m 
sorry, but you’ll have to start over. = I’m sorry, but you’ll 
have to start (all) over again. ■ She saw her divorce as an 
opportunity to start (her life) over. 2 : to begin to happen 
again ■ In the spring, the eggs hatch, and the cycle starts 
over. = The cycle starts (all) over again, 
start something also start anything informal: to do some¬ 
thing that causes trouble ■ She is always trying to start 
something. ■ Don’t start anything, 
start the ball rolling see ‘ball 

start up [phrasal verb] 1 : to begin to happen or exist ■ New 
businesses are starting up all over the state. ■ The rain start¬ 
ed up again. 2 start up or start (something) up or start up 
(something) : to begin to function or to make (something) 
begin to function ■ The car/engine won’t start up. • He start¬ 
ed the lawn mower up. 

to start with 1 — used to introduce a statement that is the 
first in a series of statements ■ “I don’t think we should buy 
the car.” "Why not?" "To start with, I’m not sure we can af¬ 
ford it." 2 : at the beginning : before the current time or 
situation ■ She has lost a lot of weight, and she wasn't very 
heavy to start with. ■ He didn’t like his job to start with [-at 
jirst, initially], but he got used to it eventually. 

2 Start noun, pi starts 

1 [count] : the time at which something begins — usually 
singular ■ At the season’s start, the team didn't play well. ■ It 
was clear from the (very) start that she would eventually suc¬ 
ceed. ■ The game was close from start to finish. — often + of m 
The start of the race was delayed. 

2 [count] : the first part of an activity, development, event, 
etc. — usually singular ■ The restaurant is off to a promising/ 
shaky start. ■ His parents gave him a good start in life. ■ Their 
marriage got off to a good/bad start. [=was good/bad at the 
beginning] — often + of m We missed the start of the game. ■ 
Their discovery could be the start of something big. — see 
also FLYING START, RUNNING START, a slow Start at ‘SLOW 

3 [count] : the first opportunity to begin a career — usually 
singular ■ the company where he got his start [=where he 
started his career] — often + in ■ She got her start in an off- 
Broadway play. ■ She gave him his start in the business. 

4 [count] : the act of starting something ■ Housing starts 
[=the number of new houses that people started to build] de¬ 
clined in September. — usually singular ■ Despite his late 
start, he managed to take the lead in the race. • She got an 
early start working in the garden the next morning. ■ We 
didn’t get as much done as we'd hoped, but it’s a start. ■ Her 
divorce gave her an opportunity to make a fresh/new start. 
[=to start a new life] ■ He made a start on dinner. [=he started 
dinner] — see also false start 

5 [singular] : a brief, sudden action or movement ■ She gave 
a start [^started, jumped] when he tapped her on the shoul¬ 
der. ■ He woke with a start. 
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6 the start : the place where a race begins ■ The runners 
lined up at the start. 

7 [count] sports a : a game in which someone (such as a 
baseball pitcher) is playing at the beginning ■ He’s undefeat¬ 
ed in six starts this year. [=he has started six games and has 
won them all] ■ He pitched poorly in his last start, b : a race 
in which a person, horse, etc., participates as a competitor ■ 
The horse has had 10 starts this season. 

8 [count] : head start 
by/in fits and starts see 4 fit 

for a start — used to introduce a statement that is the first 
in a series of statements ■ “What was the restaurant like?” 
“Well,/or a start [-for starters], the food was fantastic.” 

1 Startler /'stua-ta/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a player, horse, etc., that is in a game or race at its begin¬ 
ning ■ The team is playing only five regular starters. 

2 : someone who gives the signal for a race to start 

3 : a device that is used for starting an engine ■ The car’s 
starter needs to be replaced. 

4 : someone or something that starts an activity, process, 
etc. ■ He was a late starter in school. [=he started school later 
than most children] ■ The question was a good conversation 
starter. 9 He bought a starter kit for building a model air¬ 
plane. — see also self-starter 

5 chiefly Brit : appetizer 

for starters — used to introduce a statement that is the first 
in a series of statements ■ “Why don’t you like him?” “Well, 
for starters [=first of all], he was rude to my parents.” 
2 Starter adj, always used before a noun — used to describe 
something small or basic that you get when you are doing 
something for the first time ■ She bought a starter piano for 
her daughter. ■ This small house would make a great starter 
home/house [=a first home] for a young couple. 

Starting block noun, pi ~ blocks [count] : a device that 
has two blocks for runners to put their feet on and push 
against at the start of a race — sometimes used figuratively * 
He came charging out of the slatting blocks to take an early 
lead in the campaign. 

Starting gate noun, pi ~ gates [count] : a gate or set of 
gates that opens at the start of a horse or dog race to let the 
animals begin racing 

Starting gun noun, pi ~ guns [count] : a special gun used 
to signal the beginning of a race ■ The official fired the start¬ 
ing gun and the runners were off.; also : the signal made by a 
starting gun ■ As soon as she heard the starting gun, she took 
off running. 

Starting line noun, pi ~~ lines [count] : a line that marks 
the beginning of a race 

star-tie /'staa-t]/ verb star-ties; star-tied; star-tling 

1 [+ obj] : to surprise or frighten (someone) suddenly and 
usually not seriously ■ The noise startled me. ■ I’m sorry that I 
startled you. — often used as (be) startled 9 I was startled by 
the noise. ■ He was startled to discover he knew the answer. ■ 
She was startled into wakefulness by a loud noise. 

2 [no obj] : to move or jump suddenly because something 
surprises you or frightens you ■ The cat startles easily. 

Star-tling /'sta^tjii)/ adj [more most ~] : very surprising, 
shocking, or frightening ■ Startling new evidence/facts came 
to light during the trial. ■ He made a startling discovery/reve¬ 
lation. ■ It is a city of startling contrasts. 

- star-tlmg-ly adv ■ startlingly loud noises ■ The prediction 
was startlingly accurate. 

Start—Up /'stoat, ap/ noun, pi -ups [count] : a new business ■ 
They were looking for money to fund/launch a start-up. — 
often used before another noun ■ small start-up businesses/ 
companies ■ start-up funds/money 
star turn noun, pi ~ turns [count] 

1 : a performance or role in a movie, play, etc., that is done 
by a star or that makes someone become a star ■ She was 
nominated for an Oscar for her star turn as a single mother 
raising three children alone. ■ do a star turn 

2 Brit : the most important or successful person or thing in a 
group (such a sports team) : star ■ She was the star turn in 
yesterday’s game. 

Star-va-tion /sta^'vei/an/ noun [noncount] : suffering or 
death caused by having nothing to eat or not enough to eat 
; the condition of someone who is starving ■ The famine 
brought mass starvation. 9 Millions of people face starvation 
every day. ■ They died from/of starvation. 

Starvation diet noun, pi ~ diets [count] : a diet that does 
not provide a person with enough food to be healthy 
Starvation wages noun [plural] : money paid to workers 


that is not enough to pay for the things (such as food and 
shelter) that are needed to live 
starve /'sta^v/ verb starves; starved; starv-ing 

1 [no obj] : to suffer or die from lack of food : to suffer ex¬ 
treme hunger ■ Without food they would starve. 9 They left 
him to starve out in the desert. ■ Those people are starving. 9 
providing food for starving children ■ The famine caused 
many to starve to death. [=to die from lack of food] 

2 [+ obj] : to cause (a person or animal) to suffer or die be¬ 
cause of lack of food ■ They tried to starve their enemies into 
submission. ■ It was clear that the dog had been starved. 9 You 
don’t have to starve yourself to lose weight. 

3 a [no obj] chiefly US : to want or need something very 
much — usually used as (be) starving for 9 Those children are 
starving for attention. [=they badly need to be given more at¬ 
tention] ■ After being alone for so long, I was starving for con¬ 
versation. ■ a government program that is starving for funds 
b [+ obj ] : to not give (someone or something) enough of 
something that is wanted or needed ■ Those children have 
been starved of attention. [=they have not been given 
enough attention] ■ ( chiefly US) Those children are starved 
for attention. [=they badly need to be given more attention] 
— sometimes used in combination ■ a cash -starved company 
be starving or be starved chiefly US, informal : to be very 

hungry ■ T skipped lunch, so by dinnertime I was starving. 9 

When are we eating? I’m starved ! 

1 Stash /'staeJV verb stash-es; stashed; stash-ing [+ obj] 
informal : to put (something) in a secret or hidden place ■ 
The police found where he had stashed the drugs. ■ The gifts 
were stashed in the closet. ■ He stashed the equipment under 
the bed. ■ We wondered what they had stashed in their back¬ 
packs. — often + away 9 She kept her money stashed safely 
away. 9 The papers were stashed away in a box. 

2 stash noun, pi stashes [count] informal : an amount of 
something that is stored or hidden ■ a drug stash — often + of 
9 a stash of guns ■ She kept a stash of money for emergencies. 

■ We found her stash of candy. 

Sta-SiS /'steisas/ noun [noncount] formal : a state or condi¬ 
tion in which things do not change, move, or progress ■ The 
country is in economic stasis. 9 His art was characterized by 
bursts of creativity followed by long periods of stasis. 

1 Stat /'steet/ noun, pi stats [count] US, informal : statistic • 
an interesting stat 9 baseball stats ■ a stat sheet [=a list of sta¬ 
tistics] 

2 Stat adv : without delay : immediately — used chiefly in 
medicine ■ Get this patient to the operating room, stall 
Stat comes from the Latin word statim, which means “imme¬ 
diately.” 

1 State /'steit/ noun, pi states 

1 [count] a : a way of living or existing ■ Happiness is the 
state or condition of being happy. ■ We must keep our armed 
forces in a constant state of readiness. ■ She meditates to 
achieve a higher state of being, b : the overall physical con¬ 
dition of something : the ability of something to be used, en¬ 
joyed, etc. ■ The museum restored the painting to its original 
state. [=condition] 9 The building is in such a sorry state that 
it’s hardly worth fixing. ■ The car is in a good/bad state of re¬ 
pair. [=the car is in good/bad condition] C : the things that 
affect the way you think or feel : your physical or mental 
condition ■ her mental/emotional state 9 By the time I ar¬ 
rived, he was in quite a state. [=he was very upset, worried, 
angry, etc.] — often + of* They were in a state of shock/con¬ 
fusion. [=they were shocked/confused] ■ I’m worried about 
the state of her health. ■ The drug creates an altered state of 
consciousness. ■ an unhappy state of mind * She was in no 
(fit) state [-in no condition] to drive. [=she was too sick, 
drunk, etc., to drive] d : the things that affect the way 
something is or happens : the characteristics of a situation ■ 
What is the company’s financial state? [= condition ] — often 
+ of 9 the current/present state of the economy ■ Her life is in 
a state of complete chaos. ■ The empire fell into a state of de¬ 
cline. 9 The country is in a state of war. [=the country is at 
war] ■ Tonight the President will give the State of the Union 
address. [=an annual speech given to the U.S. Congress by 
the President to report on the state of the country] — see 
also state-of-the-art, state of emergency at emergency 

2 [count] : the fact of being a liquid, solid, or gas ■ water in a 
gaseous state 9 the solid and liquid states 

3 [count] a : a politically organized group of people usually 
occupying a definite territory : nation ■ African/Arabic 
states 9 the member states of the United Nations Security 
Council — see also city-state, nation-state b : a par- 
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ticular kind of government or politically organized society 

— see also police state, slave state, welfare state 

4 a [count] : a region of a country that is controlled by the 
country’s central government but that has the authority to 
make its own laws about certain things ■ the 50 states of the 
U.S. ■ Chihuahua is a state in northern Mexico. ■ Vermont 
was the only New England state to pass the law. ■ the state 
legislature ■ state and federal laws ■ state lines/borders • This 
matter falls under state jurisdiction. ■ Today is a sfafe holiday 
here. [=it is an official holiday in this state but not nationally] 

— often used in combination ■ a state-run program ■ state- 
funded scholarships • This land is s/are-owned. — see also 
downstate, upstate b the States informal: the United 
States of America ■ My cousin from England is coming to 
visit me in the States. ■ The band plans to tour the States. 

5 [ noncount \: the government of a country • matters of state 
[=govemment business] ■ the separation of church and state ■ 
a crown worn only on state occasions ■ The President will 
make a state visit to China. ■ the (U.S.) Department of State = 
the State Department [=the part of the U.S. government that 
is responsible for how the U.S. deals with other countries] 

— see also state’s evidence 

He in state -0- When the body of a famous leader (such as a 
former U.S. president or the pope) lies in state, it is dis¬ 
played in a coffin in a public place so that people can view 
it and show respect. 

2 state verb states; stat-ed; stat-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to express (something) formally in speech or writing ■ 
The lawyer will state the facts of the case. ■ He stated his 
name in full. ■ I was merely stating an opinion. ■ “This is a dif¬ 
ficult situation,” he stated simply. ■ Please state the purpose 
of your visit. ■ I’d like to state for the record that I disagree 
with the board’s decision. ■ For the reasons stated above, I 
hereby withdraw from the competition. ■ She accused me of 
stating the obvious. [=telling people things they already 
know] 

2 : to give (specific information, instructions, rules, etc.) in 
writing ■ The rules clearly state that you can only draw one 
card. — often used as (be) stated ■ The rules of the contest 
are stated at the bottom of the page. ■ You must comply with 
the terms as stated [= written, specified] in the contract. 

State attorney noun, pi ~ -neys [count] US, law : a gov¬ 
ernment official (such as a district attorney) who represents 
a U.S. state in court cases within a district — called also 
state’s attorney 

State College noun, pi ~ -leges [count] : a college that is 
owned and run by one of the states of the U.S. as part of the 
state’s public educational system 
State-Craft /'steitjkreeft, Brit 'stei^kra.ft/ noun [noncount] 
formal : the art or skill of conducting government affairs ■ 
The treaty was a triumph of statecraft. [ ^statesmanship ] 
Stated adj : expressed formally or officially ■ The board shall 
meet at the stated [= indicated] times. ■ Their stated ^de¬ 
clared] intention/goal is to settle the dispute quickly. 
State-hood /'steit,hud/ noun [noncount] : the condition of 
being a state; especially : the condition or status of being one 
of the states of the U.S. • Alaska and Hawaii achieved state¬ 
hood in 1959. [=they officially became U.S. states in 1959] 
State-house /'steit,haus/ noun, pi -hous-es [count] : the 
building in which the legislature of a U.S. state meets and 
works 

State-less /'steitbs/ adj : not belonging to a nation : not a 
citizen of any country • a stateless refugee 
State-ly /'steitli/ adj state-li-er; -est [or more most ~] 
: very impressive in appearance, manner, or size ■ stately 
pine trees ■ a stately building ■ a slow stately rhythm 

— state-li-ness noun [noncount] • the stateliness of the 
building 

Stately home noun, pi ~ homes [count] Brit : a large and 
impressive old home that has an interesting history and that 
can usually be visited by the public 
State-ment /'steitmant/ noun, pi -merits 
1 [count ]: something that you say or write in a formal or of¬ 
ficial way : something that is stated ■ His office issued/re¬ 
leased an official statement concerning his departure. ■ This 
is his first public statement about the investigation. ■ I dis¬ 
agree with your earlier statement about my record on this is¬ 
sue. ■ The advertisement included misleading/false state¬ 
ments about the product. ■ The police took the witness’s 
statement. ■ We have a signed statement from a witness. ■ a 
sworn statement [=a statement that someone makes under 
oath and swears to be true] — often used in the phrase make 


a statement ■ He made a statement to the police. ■ We can’t 
make a definitive statement on the matter until all the facts 
are in. — see also mission statement 

2 [count] : an opinion, attitude, etc., that you express 
through the things you do, the way you dress, etc. ■ The boy¬ 
cott was intended as a political statement. — often used in 
the phrase make a statement ■ The government made a state¬ 
ment [=sent a message] by setting stiff punishments for re¬ 
peat offenders. ■ The painting makes a strong/clear state¬ 
ment. ■ The way you dress can make a statement about you. - 
She thinks she’s making a fashion statement [=being fashion¬ 
able in a bold way], but I think she looks ridiculous. 

3 [count] : a document which shows amounts of money that 
you have received, spent, etc. : a brief record of a financial 
account ■ a statement of expenses • a monthly bank state¬ 
ment ■ We’ll need to review your recent financial statements. 

4 [count] : a line of information in a computer program 

5 : the act or process of stating something in speech or writ¬ 
ing [noncount] His writing shows great eloquence and preci¬ 
sion of statement, [singular] She began her speech with a 
statement of her beliefs. 

State—Of—the—art adj : using or having the most modern 
methods, knowledge, or technology ■ state-of-the-art surgical 
procedures ■ His stereo system is state-of-the-art. 

State park noun, pi ~ parks [count] : an area of land that is 
owned and protected by a U.S. state because of its natural 
beauty or its importance in history 
State-room /'steihruim/ noun, pi -rooms [count] 

1 : a private room on a ship or on a railroad car 

2 Brit: a large room in a palace or home that is used for spe¬ 
cial occasions 

state’s attorney noun, pi ~ -neys [count] US: state at¬ 
torney 

state’s evidence noun 

turn state’s evidence US, law If you are charged with a 
crime and you turn state’s evidence, you agree to give infor¬ 
mation (such as the names of other criminals) to the court 
in order to reduce your own punishment. ■ One of the gang 
members turned state’s evidence [ =(Brit) turned King's/ 
Queen’s evidence] and testified against the other members. 
State-Side or State-side /'steit,said/ adv : in or to the U.S. 
■ It’s a car model that will be sold stateside for the first time 
next year. ■ He’s been living in England for several years but 
he’s returning stateside next month. 

— stateside or Stateside adj ■ It was the band’s first state¬ 
side tour. 

States-man /'steitsman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] : a 
usually wise, skilled, and respected government leader ■ He 
was a soldier and statesman. ■ a great/eminent statesman 

— see also elder statesman 

— states-man-like /'steitsmanjaik/ adj [more —; most ~] ■ 
a politician with a gift for sounding statesmanlike 
— states-man-ship /'steitsmani/ip/ noun [noncount] 

States-WO-man /'steits^uman/ noun, pi -wo-men 
/-,wiman/ [count] : a woman who is a wise, skilled, and re¬ 
spected government leader ■ a great stateswoman 
State university noun, pi ~ -ties [count] : a university 
that is owned and run by one of the states of the U.S. as part 
of the state’s public educational system 
State-Wide /'steit'waid/ adj : including all parts of a U.S. 
state ■ a statewide survey of voters ■ a statewide election • She 
is running for statewide [=state] office. [=she is trying to get 
elected as an official in the state government] 

— statewide adv ■ The big game will be televised statewide. 
1 Stat-iC /'stzetrk/ adj 

1 : showing little or no change, action, or progress ■ a static 
population • Culture is not static. ■ The computer program 
can turn static [=j/z 7/] images into movies. 

2 : of, relating to, or producing static electricity ■ a static 
charge ■ Use a fabric softener to prevent static cling. [=a con¬ 
dition in which clothes stick to one another because of static 
electricity] 

2 StatiC noun [noncount] 

1 : unwanted noise caused in a radio or television receiver 
by electricity or by conditions in the atmosphere ■ There was 
so much static on the radio we couldn’t hear the broadcast. 

2 : static electricity 

3 US, informal : criticism or complaints ■ He was getting a 
lot of static about his decision. 

Static electricity noun [noncount] : electricity that col¬ 
lects on the surface of something and does not flow as a cur¬ 
rent and can cause a mild shock if you touch it ■ In dry 
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weather, static electricity can cause clothes to cling. 

Stat-iCS /'stsetiks/ noun [noncount] technical : the science 
that studies the relationship between forces that keep objects 
in balance 

1 Station /‘steijan/ noun, pi -tions [count] 

1 : a place where buses, trains, etc., regularly stop so that 
passengers can get on and off ■ They drove him to the bus/ 
train station. ■ a subway station — see also way station 

2 : a place where someone does a job or waits for a task • 
The waiters were at their stations in the dining room. ■ a 
nurse’s/nursing station [=an office area for the nurses work¬ 
ing in a hospital] ■ The sailors were ordered to man their bat¬ 
tle stations. • After joining the army, he spent five years at his 
first station, [=post] 

3 old-fashioned : a person’s social or official position in rela¬ 
tion to others : rank ■ He had married above his station. ■ 
They were aware of her station in life. 

4 : a building, area, etc., where a certain kind of work or ac¬ 
tivity is done ■ a research/space/weather station ■ a computer 
station ■ a feeding station for livestock 

5 : a place that provides a certain kind of service to the pub¬ 
lic ■ A firefighter led the children on a tour of the station. 
[=fire station] ■ She stopped for gas at the first station [=(6/50 
gas station , (Brit) petrol station] she saw. ■ Officers brought 
him to the station [=police station] for questioning. 

6 : a company that makes radio or television broadcasts ■ He 
turned to his favorite sports station. ■ What station is the 
game on?; also : the building from which radio or television 
broadcasts are made ■ Our offices are located next door to a 
TV station. 

7 : a farm or ranch in Australia or New Zealand ■ a sheep 
station 

2 station verb -tions; -tioned; -tion.ing [+ obj] 

1 : to assign (someone) to a station or position : post ■ He 
stationed the guards around the camp. ■ They stationed 
troops at the border. — often used as (be) stationed ■ She has 
been stationed at the base for a few years. ■ They were sta¬ 
tioned in the region of the fighting. 

2 : to put (yourself) in a place and stay there for a period of 
time. ■ He stationed himself by the door to greet the guests. 

Sta*tion*ary /'stei/a^eri, Brit 'steijanri/ adj 

1 : not moving : staying in one place or position ■ stationary 
machinery ■ shooting at stationary objects/targets ■ The 
weather front has remained stationary over the Southeast. 

2 : not changing ■ a stationary [=stable] population _ 

| Do not confuse stationary with stationery. \ 

Stationary bike noun, pi ~ bikes [count] US : an exercise 
machine that you pedal like a bicycle but that stays in one 
place — called also exercise bike, stationary bicycle ; see pic¬ 
ture at GYM 

Station break noun, pi ~ breaks [count] US : a pause in a 
broadcast during which a radio or TV station announces its 
name or runs an advertisement 
Sta*tio*ner /'steijana 1 / noun, pi -ners [count] : a business or 
person that sells stationery 

Sta*tiO*nery /'stei/a.neri, Brit 'stei/anri/ noun [noncount] 

1 : materials (such as paper, pens, and ink) that are used for 
writing or typing ■ a store that sells stationery = a stationery 
store ■ stationery items/supplies 

2 : paper that is used for writing letters and that usually has 

matching envelopes ■ business stationery _ 

[ Do not confuse stationery with stationary. \ 

Station house noun, pi ~ houses [count] : a house or 
building that is part of a station; especially, US : police sta¬ 
tion 

Sta*tion*maS*ter / , steif3n,m£esta i , Brit 'steijaniinaista/ 
noun, pi -ters [count] : an official who is in charge of the op¬ 
eration of a railroad station 

Stations Of the Cross noun [plural] : a series of usually 
14 pictures in some Christian churches that show the suffer¬ 
ings and death of Jesus Christ 

Station wagon noun, pi ~ -ons [count] US : a car that has 
a large open area behind the back seat instead of a trunk and 
that has a door at the back for loading and unloading things 
— called also (US) wagon, (Brit) estate car, see picture at car 
S ta*tis*tic /sta'tistik/ noun, pi -tics 
1 [count] : a number that represents a piece of information 
(such as information about how often something is done, 
how common something is, etc.) ■ One statistic that stuck out 
is that 40 percent of those surveyed did not have college de¬ 


grees. — often plural ■ The statistics show that teenagers are 
involved in a high percentage of traffic accidents. ■ Her 
speech included some revealing statistics about unemploy¬ 
ment rates in rural areas. ■ basketball statistics — sometimes 
used figuratively ■ I may be just another statistic to my em¬ 
ployer, but I am a human being and have feelings. — called 
also (US, informal) stat 

2 statistics [noncount] : a type of mathematics that deals 
with the study of statistics 

— sta*tis*ti*cal /sta'tistikal/ adj • Statistical evidence indi¬ 
cates smokers are more likely to get lung cancer than non- 
smokers. — sta*tis*ti*cal*ly /sta'tistikli/ adv 
stat-is-ti-cian Astseta'sti/an/ noun, pi -cians [count] : a 
person who collects and studies statistics 
Stat-U-ary /'stsetfa^eri/ noun [noncount] formal : a collec¬ 
tion of statues ■ a fine example of late Renaissance statuary 
Stat«ue /'stoe^u:/ noun, pi stabues [count] : a figure usual- 
ly ot a person or animal that is made from stone, metal, etc. ■ 
bronze statues — compare sculpture 
stat-u-esque /iStajtfa'wesk/ adj [more most ~]; tall and 
beautiful ■ a statuesque young woman 
Stat*U«ette Astsetfa'wet/ noun, pi -ettes [count] : a small 
statue 

Stat* lire /'stEetfaV noun [noncount] 

1 : the level of respect that people have for a successful per¬ 
son, organization, etc. ■ We are honored to be working with a 
writer of his stature. [=a writer who is so highly respected] ■ 
The university has grown/gained in stature during her time 
as president. 

2 somewhat formal : a person’s height ■ a woman of rather 
short stature [=a rather short woman] 

Sta-tUS /'steitas, 'stsetas/ noun, pi -tus«es 

1 a : the position or rank of someone or something when 
compared to others in a society, organization, group, etc. 
[noncount] He likes his job and the high (social) status that 
comes with it. ■ She has achieved celebrity status. [=she has 
become a celebrity] ■ They want to maintain the city’s status 
as a mjqor tourist attraction. • The book quickly achieved 
best-seller status. [=became a best seller] [count] He wants to 
improve his status in the community. ■ people of different so¬ 
cial and economic statuses b [noncount] : high position or 
rank in society ■ She married a man of status and wealth. ■ 
This job brings with it a measure of status. 

2 : the official position of a person or thing according to the 
law [noncount] They sought asylum and were given refugee 
status by the government, [count] They are still considered 
refugees. Their statuses have not changed. — see also mari¬ 
tal status 

3 [count] : the current state of someone or something — 
usually singular ■ What is the status of the project? ■ What is 
their financial status ? ■ The boss asked for a status report. 

Status quo /-'kwoo/ noun [singular] : the current situation 
: the way things are now • He is content with the status quo 
and does not like change. ■ She wants to maintain the status 
quo. [=to keep the situation as it is now] 

Status Symbol noun, pi ~ -bols [count] : something (such 
as an expensive car) that you own and that shows that you 
are wealthy or have a high social status 
Stat*ute /'stse.tfuit/ noun, pi -utes 
1 : a written law that is formally created by a government 
[count] The state legislature passed the statute by an over¬ 
whelming margin, [noncount] business practices that are 
rohibited/protected by statute synonyms see law 
[count] : a written rule or regulation ■ college/university 
statutes 

Statute book noun 

the statute book — used to refer to the written laws that 
have been formally and officially approved by a govern¬ 
ment ■ a law that is now on the statute book(s) [=a law that 
has now been officially approved] 
statute of limitations noun, pi statutes of limitations 
[count] law : a law that states the amount of time that must 
pass before a crime can no longer be punished or a right can 
no longer be given 

Stat*U*tO*ry /'st£elfa,tori, Brit 'staetfatri/ adj, law 

1 : of or relating to formal laws or statutes • statutory acts 

2 : controlled or determined by a law or rule ■ He had 
reached the statutory age of retirement. [=the age at which 
retirement was required by law] 

Statutory rape noun, pi ~ rapes [count, noncount] law 
: the crime of having sex with someone who is younger than 
an age that is specified by law 
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1 Staunch variant spelling of STANCH 

2 Staunch /'sta:ntf/ atH, always used before a noun Staunch- 
er, -est {also more most ~] : very devoted or loyal to a 
person, belief, or cause ■ She is a staunch advocate of wom¬ 
en’s rights. ■ He’s a staunch believer in the value of regular 
exercise. ■ I’m one of his staunchest supporters. 

— staunch-ly adv • She is staunchly opposed to the death 
penalty. 

1 Stave /'steiv/ noun, pi staves [count] 

1 : one of the narrow strips of wood that form the sides of a 
barrel 

2 : a long wooden stick : staff 

3 chiefly Brit : 1 staff 3 

2 Stave verb staves; staved also stove /'stouv/; stav-ing 
stave in [phrasal verb] stave in or stave ( something ) in or 
stave in (something) : to be broken or crushed inward or 
to break or crush (something) inward « The hull of the 
boat stove in when it hit the rocks. ■ The rocks stove in the 
hull of the boat. 

stave off [phrasal verb] stave (someone or something ) off or 
stave off (someone or something) : to keep (someone or 
something) away usually for a short time ■ He’s trying to 
stave off his creditors. ■ Our company cannot stave bank¬ 
ruptcy off any longer. ■ She ate a few crackers to stave off 
hunger. [=to prevent herself from getting too hungry! 
Staves plural of ‘staff 
1 Stay /'stei/ verb stays; stayed; staying 

T a [no obj] : to continue to be in the same place or with the 
same person or group for a period of time : remain ■ Please 
stay in the auditorium. ■ I stayed in my seat until I was dis¬ 
missed. ■ He decided to stay with the team. ■ I decided to stay 
in Montreal for a couple more days. ■ We stayed home last 
night and watched TV. ■ Go to your room and stay there. ■ I’ll 
stay around for a few more minutes. ■ I need a man who will 
stay around, [^remain in the relationship and not leave sud¬ 
denly] ■ You can go on ahead. I’ll stay behind [=not leave yet] 
to help clean up. b : to continue to be in a specified state, 
condition, or position : remain [no obj] Please stay seated 
through the entire show. ■ She stayed angry all night. ■ Can 
you stay awake through the whole show? ■ The guard urged 
everyone to stay calm. • The store will stay open until mid¬ 
night tonight. ■ We have stayed in touch/contact over the 
years. ■ He stayed in the game although he was injured. 
[linking verb] They stayed friends [=continued to be friends] 
throughout their lives. 

2 [no obj] : to live in a place as a guest for a short period of 
time ■ I will be staying in a hotel this weekend. ■ Do you want 
to stay [=sleep] at my place tonight? ■ I stayed overnight at his 
house. ■ Is he staying (with us) all week? 

3 [+ obj] : to give a legal order that stops or delays (some¬ 
thing) ■ The judge agreed to stay [-halt] the execution. 
here to stay see ^ere 

stay away [phrasal verb] : to not go near someone or some¬ 
thing ■ I know I shouldn’t go there, but it’s hard to stay 
away. — usually + from ■ Stay away from my girlfriend! ■ 
He usually stays away from [=avoids] large crowds. ■ I try to 
stay away from [=avoid\ caffeine. 
stay in [phrasal verb] : to stay inside or at home instead of 
going out ■ We went to a movie last night, but tonight we’re 
staying in. 

stay off [phrasal verb] stay off (something) 1 : to avoid 
(something) ■ She’s doing a good job of staying off drugs. 
[=of not taking drugs] ■ Let’s stay off the subject of politics. 
2 : to not go on (something) ■ Please stay off [-keep off] the 
grass. 

stay on [phrasal verb] 1 : to continue to work at a job ■ She 
thought about retiring, but she finally decided to stay on 
for a few more years. • After she graduated, she stayed on 
at the college, working in the alumnae office. 2 stay on 
(something) : to continue taking (a medication, drug, etc.) 
■ I have to stay on the antibiotics for a full two weeks. 
stay out [phrasal verb] 1 a : to avoid going into (a place) ■ 
They kicked us out of the bar and told us to stay out. — of¬ 
ten + of ■ I told her to stay out of my room, b stay out of 
(something) : to avoid becoming involved in (something) ■ 
Please try to stay out of trouble. • This is not your business, 
so stay out of it. 2 : to spend time away from home ■ She 
stayed out dancing all night. 

stay over [phrasal verb] : to sleep at another person’s house 
for the night • Can she stay over tonight? 
stay put see 3 put 

stay the course : to continue with a process, effort, etc., 


even though it is difficult ■ We’ll succeed in the end if we 
just stay the course. 

stay the night : to sleep at another person’s house for the 
night ■ After the party she was too drunk to drive so she 
stayed the night. [=stayed over . spent the night] • They stayed 
the night at her brother’s. 
stay tuned see 2 tune 

stay up [phrasal verb] : to continue to be awake past the 
time when you usually go to bed ■ Don’t stay up past your 
bedtime. ■ She stayed up to watch the late movie. ■ I can't 
stay up that late. 

stay with [phrasal verb] 1 stay with (someone) *$>■ If some¬ 
thing from the past stays with you, you remember it and it 
continues to influence or affect you in some way. ■ The 
memory of that tragic day has stayed with her ever since. ■ 
That is an image that has stayed with me. 2 stay with 
(something) : to continue using or doing (something) ■ 
Stay with the medication for a couple more days and see if 
the rash clears up. ■ I know the work is hard, but if you 
just stay with it for a while longer, it’ll be done. 3 stay 
with (someone) : to go or make progress at the same rate 
as (someone) : to keep even with (someone) in a race, 
competition, etc. ■ The other runners struggled to stay with 
the leader. 

2 Stay noun, pi stays [count] 

1 : an occasion in which you spend time at a place as a guest 
or visitor ■ I hope you have a pleasant stay. [=v/s/r] ■ Our stay 
in the country was a short one. — see also short-stay 

2 : a legal order that stops or delays something ■ The court 
issued a stay of execution. I=an order that temporarily stops 
an execution] 

— compare 3 stay 

3 Stay noun, pi stays [count] 

1 : a rope or wire that supports a pole, a ship’s mast, etc. ■ 
The men tightened the stays on the circus tent. 

2 : a piece of stiff plastic, bone, etc., that provides shape to a 
piece of clothing ■ a corset stay ■ a collar stay 

— compare 2 stay 

Stay—at—home /'stejat'houm/ adj, always used before a 
noun : staying at home to take care of a child instead of 
working somewhere else ■ a stay-at-home mom/dad 
Staying power noun [noncount] : the quality or ability that 
allows someone or something to continue to be effective, 
successful, popular, etc., for a long period of time ■ a long¬ 
distance runner with a lot of staying power ■ a song with stay¬ 
ing power ■ Her staying power as a pop icon is remarkable, 
std . abbr standard 

STD Aesjtii'di:/ noun, pi STDs [count] : any one of various 
diseases that you can get by having sex with a person who 
has the disease ■ a discussion of AIDS and other STDs STD 
is an abbreviation for “sexually transmitted disease." 

Stead /'stcd/ noun 

in someone’s/something’s stead formal : in the place of 
someone or something ■ She conducted the meeting in his 
stead. ■ One empire died, and another arose in its stead, 
stand someone/something in good stead formal : to be 
useful or helpful to someone or something ■ His language 
skills will stand him in good stead when he is traveling, 
stead-fast /'sted^aest, Brit 'sted,fa:st/ adj [more most —] 
: very devoted or loyal to a person, belief, or cause : not 
changing • They were steadfast friends. "He was steadfast in 
his support of the governor’s policies. ■ a steadfast refusal 

— stead-fasMy adv • She steadfastly held to her views. 
— stead-fast-ness /'sted,faestn3s, Brit 'sted,fa:stn3s/ 
noun [noncount] 

1 Steady /'stedi/ adj stead«l«er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : not shaking or moving : held firmly in one place or posi¬ 
tion ■ She used a tripod to keep the camera steady. ■ Painting 
takes a steady hand and a good eye. ■ a steady gaze ■ He was 
drunk and wasn’t very steady on his feet. [=his balance was 
not good; he looked like he might fall] 

2 : not changing as time passes: such as a : not increasing 
or decreasing ■ Prices have remained steady over the last 
month. ■ a steady heart rate b : lasting or continuing for a 
long period of time in a dependable way • He finally has a 
steady job. ■ They do a steady business at the restaurant, c 

— used to describe a romantic relationship with one person 
that lasts for a long time • He’s never really had a steady rela¬ 
tionship with one woman. ■ a steady boyfriend/girlfriend 

3 : happening or developing in a continuous and usually 
gradual way ■ There has been a steady increase in prices. ■ I 
am making steady progress on refinishing the basement. ■ 
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There was a steady rain all day. ■ We’ve received a steady 
stream of donations. 

4 : not nervous or excited ■ steady nerves ■ Her voice was 
calm and steady. 

5 : dependable or reliable ■ She has been a steady friend to 
me. ■ He’s a very steady worker. 

at a steady clip see 3 clip 
ready, steady, go see ‘ready 

steady on Brit, informal — used to tell someone to be calm¬ 
er, to stop thinking or saying foolish or unreasonable 
things, etc. ■ “Everything’s going wrong!” “ Steady on, now. 
It’s not as bad as that.” 

— steadi-ly /'stcdali/ adv [more most ~] ■ He held the 
camera steadily. ■ Wages have steadily increased. — steadi¬ 
ness /'stedinas/ noun [ noncount] 

2 steady verb steadies; stead-ied; steady.ing : to make 
(something or someone) steady or to become steady: such as 
a [+ obj\ : to keep (something or someone) from moving, 
shaking, falling, etc. ■ He steadied the gun and fired. ■ She 
used a tripod to steady the camera. ■ He held the rail to 
steady himself . [=to keep himself balanced] b : to cause 
(something) to stop changing, increasing, decreasing, etc. [+ 
obj] The doctor gave her medication to help steady her heart 
rate, [no obj\ Her heart rate had been erratic but eventually 
steadied. ■ Prices have steadied in recent months. 
steady your nerves : to make yourself calm or calmer ■ She 
took a drink to try to steady her nerves. 

3 steady adv : in a steady way • Hold the camera steady, 
go steady informal + old-fashioned : to have a lasting ro¬ 
mantic relationship with one person and no one else ■ He 
asked me after the dance if I wanted to go steady. • We went 
steady for over a year before we got engaged. 

4 Steady noun, pi steadies [count] US, informal + old- 
fashioned : the only person you are having a romantic rela¬ 
tionship with : the person you are going steady with • He’s 
my steady. [=my steady boyfriend] 
steak /'steik/ noun, pi steaks 

1 : a thick, flat piece of meat and especially beef [count] I 
grilled a steak for dinner. ■ ham steaks [noncount] We had 
steak and potatoes for dinner. ■ a slice of steak 

2 [count] : a thick, flat piece of fish ■ a tuna/swordfish steak 

3 [noncount] Brit : beef that is cut into small pieces and used 
for stews, casseroles, etc. ■ steak and kidney pie 

Steak house noun, pi ~ houses [count] : a restaurant that 
serves mostly steaks — compare chop house 
Steak knife noun, pi ~' knives [count] : a very sharp knife 
that is used for cutting meat 

1 steal /'stirl/ verb steals; stole /'stoul/; sto-len /'stoulan/; 
stealing 

1 a : to take (something that does not belong to you) in a 
way that is wrong or illegal [+ obj] They stole thousands of 
dollars’ worth of jewelry from the store. ■ Someone stole my 
bicycle. ■ He discovered that his car had been stolen. ■ a sto¬ 
len watch [no obj] The store manager accused the boy of 
stealing, b [+ obj] : to take (something that you are not sup¬ 
posed to have) without asking for permission ■ I stole a cook¬ 
ie from the cookie jar. c [+ obj] : to wrongly take and use 
(another person’s idea, words, etc.) ■ He stole my idea, d [+ 
obj] : to persuade (someone who has been with someone 
else) to be with you especially by doing things that are unfair 
or dishonest ■ He stole my girlfriend. ■ They stole our best 
pitcher away from our team. 

2 [+ obj] : to get (something that is difficult to get) in usually 
a quick and often secret way ■ I stole a nap this afternoon. [=1 
managed to take a brief nap this afternoon] ■ He stole a 
peek/look [=took a quick peek/look] at the birthday cake. ■ 
He stole a glance at her [=glanced at her quickly] before 
riding away. 1 She stole a kiss from him [=kissed him in a 
quick and sudden way] and ran away. 

3 [+ obj] : to get more attention than others during (a perfor¬ 
mance, scene, etc.) ■ Her impassioned acting stole the scene. 
[=everyone in the audience watched her during the scene be¬ 
cause of her impassioned acting] ■ His outstanding perfor¬ 
mance stole the show. 

4 a baseball : to reach (a base) safely by running to it from 
the previous base when the ball has not been hit by a batter 
[+ obj] He reached first base on a single and then stole second 
(base), [no obj] She tried to steal but got thrown out. ■ He 
leads the league in stealing, b [+ obj] sports : to take (the 
ball, puck, etc.) from another player • C basketball) He stole 
the ball and took it down the court for two points. ■ He stole 
the pass. 


5 [no obj] : to come or go quietly or secretly ■ They stole out 
of the room. ■ She stole away silently. 
beg, borrow, or/and steal see beg 
steal a march on see 2 march 
steal someone’s thunder see ‘thunder 
2 steal noun, pi steals [count] 

1 informal : something that is being sold at a low price ■ This 
car is a steal at only $5,000. 

2 a baseball : the act of stealing a base ■ He has 40 steals this 
season, b sports : the act of taking the ball, puck, etc., from 
another player ■ a nifty steal by the defender 

1 Stealth /'stclO/ noun [noncount] : a secret, quiet, and clever 
way of moving or behaving ■ The fox uses stealth and cun¬ 
ning to hunt its prey. 

2 Stealth adj, always used before a noun 

1 technical — used to describe military aircraft that are de¬ 
signed so that they cannot be easily seen by radar ■ a stealth 
bomber/fighter 

2 chiefly US : done or happening in a secret or quiet way that 
does not attract attention ■ He says his political enemies have 
been conducting a stealth [=secret] campaign to block his 
nomination. 

Stealthy /•stelGi/ adj stealth*i*er; -est [also more most 
~] : quiet and secret in order to avoid being noticed ■ the 
stealthy movements of the crocodile ■ a stealthy burglar 
— stealthily /'stelGoli/ adv ■ She moved stealthily from 
room to room. 

1 steam /'sti:m/ noun [noncount] 

1 a : the hot gas that is created when water is boiled ■ Care¬ 
ful, the steam from the pot is hot. b : steam that is created 
by a machine and kept under pressure to provide power ■ 
Steam drives the turbines. ■ a steam-powered engine ■ The 
boat runs on steam. — often used before another noun ■ a 
steam engine/train 

2 : very small drops of water that form on a surface when 
warm air that contains a lot of water is cooled down ■ He 
wiped the steam from the mirrors. 

3 informal : the strength, force, or energy that allows some¬ 
thing or someone to continue, to go faster, etc. ■ Sales have 
lost steam [=have slowed down] in recent weeks. ■ The cam¬ 
paign quickly gained/gathered steam. [=became more popu¬ 
lar and successful] ■ He was afraid he would run out of steam 
before the end of the race. ■ I was making good progress this 
morning, but now I’m starting to run out of steam. • The 
project is slowly picking up steam • [=slowly beginning to 
move ahead in a faster and more effective way] 

full head of steam see ’head 
full steam ahead see ‘full 

let/blow off (some) steam informal : to calm down and get 
rid of energy or anger by doing something active ■ I play 
racquetball every evening just to let off some steam. ■ Tell 
him to go blow off some steam and then we can talk. 
under its own steam of a ship, boat, etc. : by using its own 
power ■ The ship was damaged but was able to return to 
port under its own steam. — often used figuratively ■ He 
got there under his own steam. [=by himself; by his own ef¬ 
forts] 

2 steam verb steams; steamed; steam*ing 

1 [no obj] : to produce steam ■ a steaming bowl of soup 

2 [+ obj] : to cook, heat, or treat (something) with steam ■ 
She prefers to steam carrots rather than boil them. ■ steamed 
vegetables 

3 ; to cause (something, such as a piece of glass) to become 
covered with small drops of water [+ obj] Their breath 
steamed the windows. — usually + up ■ Try not to steam up 
your glasses. ■ The windows were all steamed up. [no obj] My 
glasses steamed up [-fogged up] when I came indoors from 
the cold. 

4 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] a : to 
move by using power produced by steam ■ The ship steamed 
into port. ■ We steamed up the river. [=we went up the river 
on a ship powered by steam] b : to move forward in a 
quick and forceful way ■ He steamed into the room and be¬ 
gan shouting orders. — sometimes used figuratively ■ Our 
plans are steaming ahead. — see also steamed, steaming 

Steam*boat /'stiimibout/ noun, pi -boats [count] : a boat 
that is powered by steam 

steam clean verb ~ cleans; ~ cleaned; ~ cleaning [+ 

obj] chiefly US : to clean (something) with a machine that 
produces hot steam ■ I steam cleaned the carpets. 

Steamed /'stiimd/ adj, not used before a noun [more 
most ~] chiefly US, informal ; angry or irritated " I am 
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so steamed\ — often + up ■ What are you getting steamed up 
about? 

Steamier /"sti:me/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a container in which food is cooked with steam 

2 : a boat or ship that is powered by steam ■ We rode a 
steamer down the Mississippi. 

3 US : a type of clam that has a thin shell and that is often 
cooked by being steamed 

Steaming adj, informal 

1 : very hot ■ steaming weather ■ The weather has been 
steaming hot 

2 : very angry ■ steaming drivers stuck in traffic ■ His wife 
was steaming when he finally got home. ■ She was steaming 
mad. 

steam-roll /'sti:m,roul/ verb -rolls; -rolled; -roll-ing US, 

informal 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to go forward 
or make progress in a forceful and steady way [no obj\ The 
project steamrolled on. ■ The bill steamrolled through Con¬ 
gress. [+ obj] The bill steamrolled its way through Congress. 

2 [+ obj] : to defeat (someone or something) in a very force¬ 
ful and complete way ■ Our team got steamrolled in last 
year’s game. The final score was something like 54-7. 

1 Steam«roll«er /'stiiniiroula'/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a large, 
heavy machine that is used for making a road or other sur¬ 
face flat 

2 Steamroller verb -ers; -ered; -er-ing [+ obj] informal 
: STEAMROLL 2 

steam-ship /'stirmjip/ noun, pi -ships [count] : a ship that 
is powered by steam 

Steam shovel noun, pi ~ -els [count] US : a large machine 
that is powered by steam and that is used for digging large 
holes — called also excavator 

Steamy /'sti:mi/ adj steam-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : full of steam or warm, moist air" a steamy bathroom ■ It 
is 92 degrees in steamy Miami this afternoon. ■ steamy [=hot 
and humid] weather 

2 : showing or relating to sex : sexually exciting ■ a steamy 
love scene 

Steed /'sti:d/ noun, pi steeds [count] literary : a horse that a 
person rides ■ a brave knight and his noble steed 
1 Steel /'sti:l/ noun, pi steels 

1 [noncount] a : a strong, hard metal made of iron and car¬ 
bon ■ The beams are made of steel. — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ steel bars ■ a steel mill [=a mill/factory where 
steel is made] — see also stainless steel b : the industry 
that makes steel ■ Steel is an important industry in this area. ■ 
She came from a steel town [=a town where steel is made] in 
Pennsylvania. ■ Big Steel [=the steel industry] is lobbying 
Congress for new legislation. 

2 a [noncount] literary : things (such as weapons) that are 
made of steel ■ The invaders were driven back by steel. ■ the 
clash of steel b [singular] : the part of something that is 
made of steel ■ the steel of a knife c [count] : a device or 
tool that is made of steel ■ a sharpening steel (=a steel rod that 
has a rough surface and is used for sharpening knives] — see 
also PEDAL STEEL 

3 — used to describe something or someone that is very 
strong ■ He had a grip of steel. = He had a grip like steel. [=he 
had a very powerful grip] ■ a man of steel l=a very strong 
man] — see also nerves of steel at nerve 

2 Steel verb steels; steeled; steel-ing 

steel yourself : to make (yourself) ready for something dif¬ 
ficult or unpleasant : to fill (yourself) with determination 
and courage ■ Steel yourself 1= brace yourself] —I have bad 
news. • He steeled himself for the interview. 

Steel band noun, pi ~ bands [count] : a group of musi¬ 
cians who play steel drums 

Steel drum noun, pi ~ drums [count] : a metal drum 
shaped like a bowl or barrel that makes different sounds 
when it is hit at different places 
steel guitar noun, pi ~ -tars [count ]: pedal steel 
Steel wool noun [noncount] : long threads of metal that are 
wound together to form a rough pad which is used for clean¬ 
ing and polishing things 

Steel-work-er /'stiiliwa^ka 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] US: a per¬ 
son who works at a place where steel is made 
Steely /'sti:li/ adj steel-i-er; -est 
1 : very strong and determined often in a cold or unfriendly 
way ■ a thief with steely nerves • He had a steely determina¬ 
tion to succeed. ■ She gave him a steely gaze. 


2 : resembling steel especially in color ■ a sky filled with 
steely gray clouds ■ the judge’s steely blue eyes 
1 steep /'sti:p/ adj steep-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : almost straight up and down : rising or falling very 
sharply ■ a steep slope/hillside ■ The stairs are very steep. 

2 : going up or down very quickly • a steep drop/increase in 
prices 

3 : very high ■ The store’s prices are too steep for me. ■ Their 
rates are pretty steep. 

pay a steep price see 'pay 

— steep-ly adv [more most ~] • The hill rose steeply. ■ 
Stock prices rose/fell steeply today. — steep-ness noun 
[noncount] 

2 Steep verb steeps; steeped; steep-ing : to put (some¬ 
thing) in a liquid for a period of time [+ obj] Steep the tea for 
three minutes, [no obj] The tea steeped for five minutes. 
steep in [phrasal verb] 1 steep (someone) in (something) 
: to make (someone) know and understand a lot about 
(something) ■ Prior to his trip, he spent a few weeks steep¬ 
ing himself in the language. [=leaming a lot about the lan¬ 
guage] — often used as (be) steeped in ■ She was steeped in 
the classics. [=she had learned a lot about the classics] 2 
— used as (be) steeped in to say that there is a lot of some¬ 
thing in a place, time, etc. ■ an area steeped in history [=an 
area where many important historical events occurred] ■ It 
was a time in the nation’s history that was steeped in blood¬ 
shed. [=a time when there was a lot of bloodshed] 
Steep-en /'stiipan/ verb -ens; -ened; -en-ing : to become 
steep or steeper or to make (something) steep or steeper [no 
obj] The path steepened as we approached the summit. [+ 
obj] A large glacier steepened the side of the mountain. 
Stee-ple /'stkpal/ noun, pi stee-ples [count] : a tall, pointed 
tower on a church 

— stee-pled /'sti:p3ld/ adj' a steepled church 
Stee-ple-Chase /'sti:p3l,tfeis/ noun, pi -chas-es [count] 

1 : a race in which people riding horses jump over fences, 
water, etc. 

2 : a race in which runners jump over fences and water 
stee-ple-chas-er /'stiipsldfeisa 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a 

person or horse that takes part in a steeplechase 
Stee-ple-jack /'stiipshcfesek/ noun, pi -jacks [count] old- 
fashioned : a person who repairs chimneys, towers, etc. 

1 Steer /'stie/ verb steers; steered; steer-lng 

1 a : to control the direction in which something (such as a 
ship, car, or airplane) moves [+ obj She steered the ship 
through the strait. ■ He steered his car carefully into the 
parking space. ■ He steered the wheelchair through the aisles. 
[no obj] Skillful navigators can steer by the positions of the 
stars, b [no obj] — used to describe how easy or difficult it 
is to steer a vehicle ■ The car steers well. 

2 [no obj]: to be moved or guided in a particular direction or 
along a particular course ■ The car was steering right at us. ■ 
The boat steered out to sea. 

3 [+ obj] a : to direct or guide the movement or progress of 
(something) ■ He tried to steer the conversation away from 
his recent problems. ■ She skillfully steered the bill through 
the legislature. ■ He steered the team to another champion¬ 
ship last year, b : to cause (someone) to act in a particular 
way ■ The high recent returns on stocks have steered many 
investors away from bonds. ■ You should listen to me. I won’t 
steer you wrong. [=1 won’t give you bad advice] 

steer clear US : to keep away from someone or something 
completely ■ He’s in a bad mood. You’d better steer clear 
[=avoid him] if you don’t want trouble. — usually + of u 
You’d better steer clear of him. ■ I try to steer clear of the 
subject of politics when I talk to him. 

2 Steer noun, pi steers [count] : a male cow that has had its 
sex organs removed and is raised for meat 
Steer-age /'stincfe/ noun [noncount] : the section on a pas¬ 
senger ship in the past where passengers who had the cheap¬ 
est tickets would stay 

Steering noun [noncount] : the mechanical parts of a car, 
boat, etc., that are used to control its direction ■ The steering 
on this car is a little stiff. ■ There’s a problem with the boat’s 
steering. 

steering column noun, pi ~ -umns [count] : the thick 
post in a car that holds the steering wheel 
steering committee noun, pi ~ -tees [count]: a group 
of people who are in charge of managing or directing some¬ 
thing ■ The CEO consulted with the project’s steering com¬ 
mittee and asked for a status report. — called also (chiefly 
Brit ) steering group 
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Steering wheel noun, pi ~ wheels [count] : a wheel in a 
vehicle that the driver turns to steer the vehicle — see pic¬ 
ture at CAR 

Stein /'stam/ noun, pi steins [count] : a large mug for beer 
SteMar /'stela 1 / adj 

1 technical: of or relating to the stars • stellar light ■ the rate 
of stellar expansion 

2 [more most ~] : very good : excellent ■ The movie 
has a stellar cast. ■ a stellar performance 

1 Stem /'stem/ noun, pi stems [count] 

1 a : the main long and thin part of a plant that rises above 
the soil and supports the leaves and flowers ■ He cut the 
plant off at the base of the stem. — see color picture on page 
C6 b : the long, thin part of a fruit, leaf, flower, etc., that 
connects it to its plant ■ Hold the cherry by the stem. 

2 : a long and thin part: such as a : the long, thin piece that 
supports the bowl of a wine glass b : the long, thin part of a 
tobacco pipe 

3 grammar : the main part of a word that does not change 
when endings are added to it ■ The stem of “winded” is 
“wind.” 

from stem to stern : from one end of a ship or boat to the 
other ■ We scrubbed her down from stem to stem. [=we 
cleaned the entire ship/boat] — often used figuratively ■ 
We cleaned the house from stem to stem. 

— stem-less /'stcmlas/ adj • stemless cherries 

z stem verb stems; stemmed; stem*ming [+ obj] : to re- 
move the stem from (a fruit, leaf, flower, etc.) ■ She stemmed 
and quartered the figs. * The strawberries need to be 
stemmed. 

stem from [phrasal verb] stem from (something or someone) 
: to be caused by (something or someone) : to come from 
(something or someone) ■ Most of her health problems 
stem from an accident she had when she was younger. ■ His 
love of the outdoors stems from his father. 

— compare 3 stem 

3 stem verb stems; stemmed; stem-ming [+ obj] : to stop 
the progress or spread of (something) ■ efforts to stem the 
dramatic decline of an endangered species ■ The doctor 
stemmed the flow of blood by applying pressure to the 
wound. ■ Voters hope that the proposition will stem the tide 
of illegal immigration. — compare 2 stem 
Stem cell noun, pi ~ cells [count] technical : a simple cell in 
the body that is able to develop into any one of various kinds 
of cells (such as blood cells, skin cells, etc.) 

Stemmed adj : having a stem — usually used in combina¬ 
tion ■ long -stemmed roses 

Stem-ware / , stcm l wea‘/ noun [noncount] : drinking glasses 
that have a long stem between the bowl and the base ■ crystal 
stemware 

Stench /'Stentf/ noun [singular] : a very bad smell : stink ■ 
the stench of rotting meat — sometimes used figuratively ■ 
the stench of corruption/fear 
1 Sten-cil /'stensal/ noun, pi -cils [count] 

1 : a piece of paper, metal, etc., that has a design, letter, etc., 
cut out of it ^ You use a stencil by putting it on a flat surface 
and painting over it so that the design appears on the surface 
■ letter/number/floral stencils 

2 : a design or a print that is made with a stencil ■ The walls 
of the living room had a delicate vine stencil drawn on them. 

2 Stencil verb -cils; US -ciled or Brit -cilled; US -cil*ing or 
Brit -ciMing [+ obj] : to make a design on something with a 
stencil : to use a stencil on (something) ■ We stenciled our 
mailbox with our house number. = We stenciled our house 
number on the mailbox. ■ We stenciled the room’s walls. 
Steno /'stenoo/ noun, pi sten-os US, informal 

1 [count] I STENOGRAPHER 

2 [noncount] : stenography — often used before another 
noun ■ a steno pad [=a pad of paper used for stenography] 

Ste*nog-ra*pher /sta'naigrafa j noun, pi -phers [count ]: a 
person whose job is to write down the words that someone 
says by using a special type of writing (called shorthand) ■ a 
courtroom stenographer 

Ste-nog-ra-phy /sta'nccgrafi/ noun [noncount] : a method 
used for writing down the words that someone says very 
quickly by using a special type of writing (called shorthand) ■ 
Secretaries must be able to do stenography . 

— steno-graph-ic Astena'greefik/ adj ■ stenographic notes 
Stent /'stent/ noun, pi stents [count] medical : a metal or 

plastic tube that is put in a blood vessel to keep it open 
Sten-tO-ri-an /stcn'torijan/ adj [more most ~] literary 
: very loud ■ a stentorian voice 


1 Step /'step/ noun, pi steps 

1 [count] a : a movement made by lifting your foot and 
putting it down in a different place ■ counting our steps • She 
took one step forward/backward. ■ The baby took her first 
steps today. ■ He had to retrace his steps [=go back along the 
way he had come] to find his keys, b : the sound of a foot 
making a step : footstep ■ 1 heard steps on the stairs, c 
: the distance covered in one step ■ The edge of the cliff was 
only about three steps to my left.; also : a short distance ■ 
The cottage is just steps from the beach, d : a mark left by a 
foot or shoe : footprint ■ steps in the sand 

2 [singular] : the way that someone walks ■ He walks with a 
spring in his step. * She walked down the hall with a quick/ 
light step. — see also goose step, lockstep 

3 [count] : one of a series of actions that are done to achieve 
something ■ a major/important step towards independence ■ 
We are taking steps to correct the situation. ■ The court’s de¬ 
cision is a step backward/forward for the reform movement. 
[=it is something that will hurt/help the reform movement] ■ 
Exercise won’t solve all your health problems, but it’s a step 
in the right direction. [=it will improve your health] ■ They’re 
taking baby steps. [=they’re doing minor things that pro¬ 
duce only a small amount of progress toward achieving 
something] 

4 [count] : a stage in a process ■ We’re in the first/intermedi¬ 
ate/last steps of the negotations. ■ She’s one step nearer/clos¬ 
er to graduation. ■ 1 want to take it a step further. [=1 want to 
move to the next stage in the process] ■ He was criticized at 
every step. = He was criticized every step of the way. ■ We’ll 
guide you through the process step by step. • Let’s take this 
one step at a time. 

5 [count] : a level or rank in a scale ■ a step above/below av¬ 
erage ■ a step beyond what was expected ■ The new job is a 
step up/down for her. [=the new job is more/less important, 
challenging, etc., than the job she had before] 

6 [count]: the flat piece of wood, stone, etc., that forms one 
of the levels of a staircase ■ They sat on the steps in front of 
the house. ■ The top step [=stair] squeaks when you step on it. 

— see picture at house; see also doorstep 

7 [count] : a movement or pattern of movements made by 
someone who is dancing ■ a ballet step ■ dance steps 

8 US, music : the distance from one tone of a musical scale 
to the next [count] The melody moves up/down a step, 
[noncount] The melody moves upward by step [=in a series 
of steps] from D to C. — see also half step, whole step 

9 [count] : a piece of exercise equipment consisting of a 
small platform that you use by stepping on and off it • Work¬ 
ing out with a step can be very rigorous. — see also step 
AEROBICS 

10 steps [plural] Brit : stepladder 

a/one step ahead of 1 : better prepared than (someone or 
something) ■ The teacher really has to work to keep one 
step ahead of the class. ■ She always seems to be one step 
ahead of me. 2 : able to avoid being caught or found by 
(someone or something) ■ So far the killer has managed to 
stay one step ahead of the police/law. [^managed to avoid 
being caught by the police] 

break step : to stop walking or marching with the same 
rhythm as another person or group of people ■ The soldier 
was startled and broke step. 

fall into step : to begin walking or marching with the same 
rhythm as another person or group of people ■ He fell into 
step beside her and struck up a conversation. 
in step 1 : with the same rhythm as someone or something 
■ They walked in step down the avenue. — usually + with ■ 
We danced in step with the music. 2 : matching or agree¬ 
ing with someone or something ■ She's in step with people 
her age. [=she has the same ideas, problems, etc., as other 
people her age] ■ The practice is not in step with modem 
morality. 

mindAvatch your step 1 : to walk carefully ■ It’s slippery, 
so watch your step. 2 : to speak or behave carefully ■ 
You’d better watch your step with me, young lady. 
out of step 1 : not moving with the same rhythm as some¬ 
one or something ■ One of the dancers was out of step. 2 
: not matching or agreeing with someone or something ■ 
Her fashion sense is completely out of step. — often + with ■ 
She’s out of step with current fashion. ■ Critics say the rule 
is out of step with the times. [=the rule does not agree with 
the ideas that are popular or important now] 

— step-like /'step,laik/ adj — stepped /'stept/ adj ■ a 
stepped pyramid [=a pyramid with sides made of steps] 
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2 Step verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition steps; 
stepped; stepping [no obj] 

1 : to move in a specified direction by lifting your foot and 
putting it down in a different place ■ The sailor stepped 
ashore. ■ She stepped onto/off the bus. ■ They stepped aside/ 
forward/backward to let her pass. ■ Please step away from 
the door. : to move somewhere by walking ■ He stepped out¬ 
side for a moment. ■ Step in/into my office for a minute. 

2 : to put your foot down — usually + in or on • He acciden¬ 
tally stepped on a nail. ■ She stepped in a puddle. 

step aside/down [phrasal verb ] : to leave a job or official 
position • He stepped down [= resigned] as president. ■ She’ll 
step aside after her replacement is appointed. 
step back [phrasal verb] : to stop doing something or being 
actively involved in something for a time so that you can 
think about it and make decisions in a calm and reason¬ 
able way ■ You need to step back and give yourself some 
time to work through this. 

step forward [phrasal verb] : to give or offer help, informa¬ 
tion, etc. ■ A witness stepped forward to identify the robber. 
step in [phrasal verb] : to become involved in an activity, 
discussion, etc., in order to prevent trouble or provide help 
■ He stepped in and took charge. ■ She stepped in before a 
fight could start. 

step into [phrasal verb] step into (something) : to take a par¬ 
ticular role or do a particular task ■ She stepped into the 
role/position of director. ■ She’s retiring, and it won’t be 
easy to find someone who can step into her shoes. [=fill 
her shoes', who can do her job] 
step lively see lively 

step on it or US step on the gas informal : to drive faster ■ 
Step on it, they’re getting away! 
step on someone’s toes see 'toe 

step out [phrasal verb] US : to briefly leave a place ■ I need 
to step out [-pop out] for a moment. ■ She just stepped out 
to get some milk. 

step out of line informal : to disobey rules or behave badly ■ 
If you step out of line , you’ll get kicked off the bus. 
step right up chiefly US — used to invite people to gather 
around to see a show or to buy things ■ Step right up 
[=(Brit) roll up, roll up] and see the world’s greatest magic 
show! 

step up [phrasal verb] 1 : to increase in amount or speed ■ 
Production has stepped up in recent months. 2 a : to say 
openly or publicly that you are the person who should get 
something or who can do something : to come forward ■ 
No one yet has stepped up to claim responsibility, b : to 
do better : to succeed in providing what is needed by mak¬ 
ing a greater effort, improving your performance, etc. ■ 
The team’s best player is injured, so someone else needs to 
step up. 3 step (something) up or step up (something) a 
: to increase the amount or speed of (something) ■ The 
company has stepped up production, b : to improve 
(something) ■ The other players need to step up their per¬ 
formance. — see also step-up 
step up to the plate see 'plate 

— step-per /'stepa-/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

Step- combining form — used to describe family relation¬ 
ships that are created when a person who already has a child 
marries someone who is not the child’s parent ■ stepsister ■ 
stepson ■ stepmother ■ stepfather 

Step aerobics noun [noncount] : a system of exercise that 
involves repeatedly stepping on and off a raised platform of¬ 
ten while music is playing ■ a class in step aerobics = a step 
aerobics class; also [plural] : exercises in this system ■ I do 
step aerobics twice a week. 

Step-broth-er /'stepibrAba 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : the son 
of your stepmother or stepfather 
Step—by—Step /.step^ai'step/ adj 

1 : showing or explaining each stage in a process ■ step-by- 
step directions/procedures 

2 : happening or done in a series of steps or stages : gradu¬ 
al ■ the step-by-step approach to the problem 

— step by step adv ■ We’re moving ahead with the project 
slowly, taking it step by step. [=one step at a time] 

Step Change noun [singular] chiefly Brit : an important 
change in something ■ There has been a step change [=sea 
change] in our understanding of the problem. 

Step-child /'step,tfajald/ noun, p/ -children [count] 

1 : your wife’s or husband’s child by a past marriage or rela¬ 
tionship : a stepson or stepdaughter 

2 : someone or something that does not receive enough care 


or attention ■ The school has long been the forgotten step¬ 
child of the state university system, 
step'daugh-ter / , step,da:ta t / noun, pi -ters [count] : your 
wife’s or husband’s daughter by a past marriage or relation¬ 
ship 

Step-fa-ther / l step,fa:5a‘/ noun, pi -thers [count] : a man 
that your mother marries after her marriage to or relation¬ 
ship with your father has ended 
Step*lad«der / l step,l 2 eda t / noun, pi 
-ders [count] : a ladder that has 
wide, flat steps and two pairs of legs 
which are connected at the top and 
that opens at the bottom so that it 
can stand without being attached to 
or supported by something else 
Step-moth-er /'stcPimAba*/ noun, 
pi -ers [count] : a woman that your 
father marries after his marriage to 
or relationship with your mother 
has ended 

Step-par-ent /'step,per3nt/ noun, 
pi -ents [count]: someone that your 
mother or father marries after the 
marriage to or relationship with 
your other parent has ended 
Steppe /'step/ noun, pi steppes [count] : a large, flat area 
of land with grass and very few trees especially in eastern Eu¬ 
rope and Asia 

Step-ping—Stone /'stepir),stoun/ noun, pi -stones [count] 

1 : a large, flat stone that you step on to cross a stream 

2 : something that helps you get or achieve something • He 
regarded his first job as a stepping-stone to a better career. 

step-sis-ter /'step^ista*/ noun, pi -ters [count] : the daugh¬ 
ter of your stepmother or stepfather 
Step-SOn /'stePiSAn/ noun, pi -sons [count] : your wife’s or 
husband’s son by a past marriage or relationship 
Step Stool noun, pi ~ stools [count] : a usually short stool 
with one or two steps 

Step—up /'step,Ap/ noun, pi -ups [count] : an increase in 
size or amount ■ a step-up in production — see also step up at 
2 step 

-Ster /sta*/ noun combining form 

1 : someone who does or handles or operates something ■ 
teamster 

2 : someone who makes or uses something ■ songster ■ 
prankster 

3 : someone who is associated with or participates in some¬ 
thing ■ gangster 

4 : someone who has a specified quality ■ youngster 
1 Ste-reo /'sterijou/ noun, pi -reos 

1 [count] : a piece of electronic equipment that plays the ra¬ 
dio, CDs, etc., and that uses two speakers for the sound 

— see picture at living room 

2 [noncount] : a way of recording and playing back sound so 
that the sound comes from two directions ■ broadcasting in 
stereo — compare mono 

2 Stereo adj : of or relating to a system that directs sound 
through two speakers • stereo headphones/equipment 
Ste-reo-phon-ic /(Sterija'faimk/ adj : 2 stereo ■ stereo¬ 
phonic sound 

Ste-reo-SCOpe /'sterij9,skoup/ noun, pi -scopes [count] 
: a device that is used for viewing stereoscopic images 
Ster-eO-SCOp-IC /.sterija'skaipik/ adj 

1 — used to describe an image that appears to have depth 
and solidness and that is created by using a special device 
(called a stereoscope) to look at two slightly different photo¬ 
graphs of something at the same time ■ stereoscopic images/ 
photographs 

2 technical: able to see depth and solidness ■ normal stereo¬ 
scopic vision 

1 Ste-reo-type /'sterij3,taip/ noun, pi -types [count] : an of¬ 
ten unfair and untrue belief that many people have about all 
people or things with a particular characteristic • racial/cul¬ 
tural stereotypes ■ the stereotype of the absentminded profes¬ 
sor 

— ste-reo-typ-i-cal Asterija'tipikal/ adj [more most ~] ■ 
a stereotypical representation/idea/approach ■ He’s the ste¬ 
reotypical absentminded professor. [=he’s a professor who 
is absentminded in the way that people often think of pro¬ 
fessors as being] — ste-reo-typ-i-cal-ly /iSterija'tipikli/ 
adv 
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2 stereotype verb -types; -typed; -typ-ing [+ obj\ : to be- 
lieve unfairly that all people or things with a particular char¬ 
acteristic are the same ■ It’s not fair to stereotype a whole 
group of people based on one person you don’t like. 

— stereotyped /‘sterija.taipt/ adj • a stereotyped representa¬ 
tion/approach/character ■ stereotyped roles 

— stereotyping noun [noncount] • ethnic/gender stereo¬ 
typing 

ster-ile /'steral, Brit 'ste,rajal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not able to produce crops or plants ■ sterile soil/fields 

2 a : not able to produce children, young animals, etc. ■ 
Mules are sterile. • sterile offspring b : not able to grow or 
develop ■ sterile eggs 

3 : clean and free of bacteria and germs • a sterile dressing 
for a wound ■ sterile needles 

4 : not producing or containing new ideas, useful results, 
etc. ■ a sterile debate/subject 

5 : very plain and not interesting or attractive ■ a sterile 
building/room 

— ste*rSM«ty /sta'nlati/ noun [noncount] • a disease that 
causes sterility • emotional/creative sterility 

Ster-il-ize also Brit ster-il'ise /'sterajaiz/ verb -iz-es; 
-ized; -iz-ing [+ obj\ 

1 : to clean (something) by destroying germs or bacteria ■ 
sterilize the dental instruments 

2 : to make (someone or something) unable to produce chil¬ 
dren, young animals, etc. ■ The organization encourages peo¬ 
ple to sterilize their cats and dogs. 

— Ster*IM*za«tion also Brit ster-ll*i«sa-tion /.sterala'zei- 
Jan, Brit ^terajai'zeijan/ noun, pi -tions [count, noncount] 

— ster-ll-iz-er also Brit ster>IMs«er /'sterajaiz^/ noun, pi 
-ers [count] 

1 Ster a llng /'Sta4n]/ noun [noncount] 

1 : silver that is 92 percent pure — called also sterling silver 

2 : British money • a drop in the value of sterling — see also 
POUND STERLING 

2 sterling adj 

1 : made of silver that is 92 percent pure ■ a sterling bracelet 

2 always used before a noun : very good : excellent ■ ster¬ 
ling ideas/work ■ a sterling example of democracy at work 

1 stern Psiim/ adj stern-er; -est 

1 a : very serious especially in an unfriendly way ■ a stem 
judge ■ a stem warning b : expressing strong disapproval or 
criticism ■ He gave me a stem look. 

2 : not likely to change or become weaker ■ stem determina¬ 
tion/resolve 

be made of sterner stuff: to be an emotionally and moral¬ 
ly strong person with more determination than other peo¬ 
ple ■ Another woman would have broken down, but she is 
made of sterner stuff. 

— stern-ly adv ■ “No running in the house,” he said sternly . 

— stern-ness /'stannas/ noun [noncount] 

2 Stem noun, pi sterns [count] : the back part of a boat or 
ship — see picture at boat; opposite 3 bow 
from stem to stem see ‘stem 

Ster-num /'starcam/ noun, pi -nums [count] technical 
: BREASTBONE 

Ste*rold /'steroid/ noun, pi -rolds [count] 

1 : a natural substance that is produced in the body 

2 : anabolic steroid ■ a steroid user/abuser • He was ac¬ 
cused of taking/using steroids. 

on steroids 1 : using anabolic steroids • There were many 
rumors that she was on steroids. 2 US, informal + humor¬ 
ous : very large or impressive ■ a cookie on steroids [=a 
very large cookie] 

stetho-scope /'stce^skoup/ 
noun, pi -scopes [count] medical 
: an instrument that is used for lis¬ 
tening to someone’s heart or lungs 
Stet-son /'stets9n/ trademark — 
used for a somewhat tall hat with a 
wide brim 

Ste«ve«dore /'sti:v9,do»/ noun, pi 
-dores [count] : a person whose 
job is to load and unload ships at a 
port I LONGSHOREMAN 
^tew /'stu:, Brit 'stju:/ noun, pi 
stews : a dish of vegetables and 
usually meat cooked in hot liquid 
for a long time [count] I cooked/ 
made a stew for dinner, [non¬ 
count] Would you like some stew? 

In a stew informal : excited, worried, or confused ■ He got 


himself in a stew over nothing. ■ She’s been in a stew for 
days. 

2 stew verb stews; stewed; stewdng 

1 : to cook (something) slowly in hot liquid [+ obj] stewing 
the meat [no obj] The meat still needs to stew. • a can of 
stewed tomatoes 

2 [no obj] : to be upset or worried ■ She’s been stewing over/ 
about what he said for days. 

stew In your own julce/Julces informal : to worry and suf¬ 
fer because of something that you did ■ Let him stew in his 
own juices for a while. 

Stew*ard /‘stuiwa-d, Brit 'stju:w9d/ noun, pi -ards [count] 

1 : a person and especially a man whose job is to serve meals 
and take care of passengers on a train, airplane, or ship 

— compare flight attendant 

2 a : someone who protects or is responsible for money, 
property, etc. ■ the steward of their investments ■ teaching 
our children to be good stewards of the land b : a person 
whose job is to manage the land and property of another 
person ■ the steward of the estate — called also (Brit) bailiff 

3 chiefly Brit : someone who is in charge of a race, contest, 
or other public event ■ The race stewards are reviewing the 
results. 

— see also shop steward, wine steward 
stew»ard»ess /'stuiwa-das, Brit 'stjuiwadas/ noun, pi -ess¬ 
es [count] somewhat old-fashioned : a woman whose job is to 
serve meals and take care of passengers on a train, airplane, 
or ship — compare flight attendant 

stew-ard-ship /*stu:w9djip, Brit 'stjmwadjip/ noun [non¬ 
count] : the activity or job of protecting and being responsi¬ 
ble for something — usually + of m the stewardship of their in¬ 
vestments/estate ■ the stewardship of our natural resources 
1 Stick /'stik/ noun, pi sticks 

1 [count] : a cut or broken branch or twig ■ They collected 
dry sticks for the campfire. ■ a pile of sticks 

2 [count] a : a long, thin piece of wood, metal, plastic, etc., 
that is used for a particular purpose ■ He served pieces of 
fruit on sticks. ■ a candied apple on a stick ■ a measuring/hik¬ 
ing stick — see also broomstick, chopstick, dipstick, 
DRUMSTICK, WALKING STICK, YARDSTICK b : a long, thin 
object that is used for hitting or moving a ball or puck in a 
game ■ a hockey/lacrosse stick C : a stick that is used as a 
weapon ■ You know the old saying: “ Sticks and stones may 
break my bones, but words/names can/will never hurt me." 

— often used figuratively in British English ■ The minister’s 
inappropriate comments gave his opponents a new stick with 
which to beat him. — see also nightstick 

3 [count] a : something that is long and thin like a stick ■ He 
has sticks for legs. ■ cinnamon/carrot/celery sticks — often + 
of " a stick of dynamite — see also fish stick, matchstick, 
pogo stick b : a long piece of something that is usually 
wrapped in paper, plastic, etc. ■ a stick of gum/butter c : a 
solid substance that is sold in a tall container which is open 
at the top ■ a glue stick ■ a stick of deodorant — see also lip¬ 
stick 

4 [count] a : joystick ■ The pilot pulled back on the stick. 
b : stick shift ■ Does your car have a stick? 

5 the sticks informal : an area in the country that is far 
away from towns and cities ■ We live way out in the sticks. 
[=the boonies, the boondocks] 

6 [count] informal : punishment or the threat of punishment 
that is used to try to persuade someone to do something 
This sense of stick is often contrasted with carrot , which re¬ 
fers to the reward or advantage someone will get if they do 
something. ■ She’ll have to choose between the carrot and the 
stick. ■ They say that a carrot works better than a stick. ■ The 
administration was criticized for its carrot-and-stlck ap¬ 
proach to foreign policy. 

7 [noncount] Brit, informal : criticism ■ I gave him a lot of 
stick [=jlak] for his mistake. 

get on the stick US, informal : to start working hard at 
something that you have been avoiding doing • You’d bet¬ 
ter get on the stick with those college applications! 
more than you can shake a stick at see ‘shake 
stick to beat someone with or stick with which to beat 
someone Brit, informal : something that is used to attack 
or punish someone or to make an attack or punishment 
seem reasonable or right ■ The fee is just another stick with 
which to beat the unions. ■ These charges have given her op¬ 
ponents a new stick to beat her with, 
the short end of the stick chiefly US, informal : unfair or 
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unfavorable treatment ■ She got the short end of the stick in 
the deal. 

the wrong end of the stick chiefly Brit, informal : an incor¬ 
rect understanding of something ■ You’ve got (hold of) the 
wrong end of the stick. He didn’t push me; I fell. 
up sticks Brit, informal : to pack up your belongings and 
move to a different place ■ They upped sticks and left for 
London. 

- see also big stick, candlestick, slapstick 
2 Stick verb sticks: stuck /‘sUk/; stick-ing 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition a [+ obj] : to 
push (something usually sharp or pointed) into something * 
He stuck a toothpick in/into the sandwich. ■ The jacket was 
too thick to stick a pin through. ■ The nurse stuck the needle 
into the patient’s leg. ■ Stick these candles in the birthday 
cake, b [no obj] of something usually sharp or pointed : to go 
partly into something ■ The thorn stuck in the dog’s paw. • 
The spears stuck into the ground. : to have a part that has 
been pushed into something : to be partly inside something ■ 
The victim was found with a knife sticking out of her back. ■ 
darts sticking out of the wall ■ I saw a letter sticking (out) 
from his pocket. = I saw a letter sticking out of his pocket. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj] informal 
: to put (something or someone) in a specified place ■ He 
stuck [=tucked\ the pencil behind his ear. ■ The dog stuck its 
head out the window. ■ She stuck [-pushed] the letter under 
the door. ■ She stuck [= reached] her hand into the box and 
pulled out a piece of paper. ■ The librarian stuck [=put\ the 
book back on its shelf. ■ The little girl stuck her fingers in the 
batter. ■ The photographer stuck the shorter people in the 
front row. ■ The deer stuck its nose up in the air. ■ He pointed 
the gun at me and said "stick ’em up." [=put your hands up 
in the air] 

3 a always used before an adverb or preposition [+ obj] infor¬ 
mal : to attach (something) to a surface with glue, tape, pins, 
etc. ■ She stuck two stamps on the letter. ■ He stuck a note 
(up) on the door. ■ She stuck the pieces of wood together 
with glue, b [no obj] : to become attached to the surface of 
something • The suction cup wouldn’t stick. • Several pages 
had stuck together. ■ Spray the pan with oil to keep the bis¬ 
cuits from sticking. — often + to • The peanut butter stuck to 
the knife. ■ Magnets stick to steel. ■ The glue had stuck to her 
fingers. 

4 [no obj]: to become difficult or impossible to move from a 
place or position ■ The door’s handle has a tendency to stick. 
■ That door always sticks. • Her foot stuck in the mud. ■ A 
piece of food stuck [= lodged] in her throat. — often used fig¬ 
uratively ■ His words stuck in my mind. [=1 remembered his 
words] ■ One of the kids called him “Stretch,” and the name 
stuck. [=everyone started calling him “Stretch”] ■ You can 
charge them with fraud, but you’ll need more evidence if 
you want to make it stick. [=if you want them to be legally 
punished for fraud] 

5 [+ obj] Brit, informal : to deal with or accept (an unpleasant 
situation, experience, person, etc.) : stand — usually used 
in questions and negative statements with can, can't, cannot, 
could , and couldn't ■ He couldn't stick the new job. ■ How can 
you stick being there all the time? ■ She can't stick his friends. 
[=she strongly dislikes his friends] 

stick around [phrasal verb] informal : to stay somewhere es¬ 
pecially in order to wait for something or someone ■ Stick 
around. The band should start playing soon. ■ If you stick 
around , you can meet my girlfriend. 
stick at it Brit, informal: to continue doing or trying to do 
something ■ If you stick at it [=keep at it] long enough, 
you’ll succeed. 

stick at nothing Brit, informal: to be willing to do anything 
in order to get or achieve something ■ She’ll stick at nothing 
[=stop at nothing] to get what she wants. 
stick a toe in the water see ‘toe 

stick by [phrasal verb] stick by (someone or something) : to 
continue to support or be loyal to (someone or something) 
■ The troops stuck by [=stood by] their general to the end. ■ 
She stuck by [=stood by] her husband throughout the trial. ■ 
I stick by my promise. [=1 still will do what I promised] ■ He 
stuck by what he said earlier. 
stick in your craw see craw 

stick it to (someone) US, informal : to treat (someone) 
harshly or unfairly especially in order to get something for 
yourself (such as revenge or money) ■ Her political rivals 
used the scandal as an opportunity to stick it to her. ■ busi¬ 
nesses that stick it to consumers by charging high fees ■ The 
government is really sticking it to the taxpayers. 


stick like glue informal 1 : to stay very firmly attached to 
something ■ Wash the egg off before it dries, or it will stick 
like glue. — often used figuratively ■ One of the kids called 
him “Stretch,” and the nickname stuck (to him) like glue. 
[=everyone started calling him by that nickname] 2 ; to 
stay very close to someone ■ Her dog always stuck to her 
like glue. ■ The two friends stick (together) like glue, 
stick out [phrasal verb] 1 : to extend outward beyond an 
edge or surface ■ His ears stick out. [=they extend outward 
more than most people’s ears] ■ A peninsula sticks out from 
the shore into the bay. 2 stick out (something) or stick 
(something) out : to extend (something, such as a body 
part) outward ■ She said “hello,” and stuck her hand out. • 
He stuck out his chest and walked away. ■ She was sitting 
with her feet stuck out in the aisle. ■ Stick out your tongue 
and say “ah." 3 : to be easily seen or recognized • You will 
certainly stick out [=stand out] with that orange hat. 4 : to 
be better or more important than the other people or 
things in a group in a way that is easily seen or noticed ■ 
Only one contestant really sticks out stands out] in my 
mind. ■ Two facts stick out from her testimony. 5 stick out 
(something) or stick (something) out informal : to contin¬ 
ue doing (something unpleasant or difficult) ■ She stuck the 
job out for the remainder of the summer. ■ Though the 
home team was down by 20 points, a few fans stuck it out 
[=stayed and watched the game] until the very end. 6 
stick out for (something) Brit, informal : to refuse to accept 
or agree to something in order to get (something) ■ The 
strikers are sticking out for [=, holding out for] higher pay. 
stick out like a sore thumb see ‘sore 
stick to [phrasal verb] stick to (something) : to continue do¬ 
ing or using (something) especially when it is difficult to do 
so ■ She stuck to her story about the money already being 
missing when she got there. ■ Please stick to the script/sub- 
ject/rules. ■ Stick to the marked trails. • If you want to suc¬ 
ceed, you’ve got to stick to it\ [=keep trying, working, etc.] 
: to not change (a decision, belief, etc.) ■ I intend to stick to 
my promise/word. ■ She's sticking to her decision to retire. 
stick together informal: to continue to support each other 
■ Families need to stick together, 
stick to your guns see ‘gun 
stick two fingers up at see ‘finger 

stick up [phrasal verb] 1 : to extend upward above a sur¬ 
face ■ The baby’s hair sticks (straight) up. ■ A large rock 
was sticking up in the middle of the river. 2 stick up for 
(someone) informal : to defend (someone) against attack 
or criticism ■ He stuck up for his friend. ■ She stuck up for 
herself. — see also stickup 

stick with [phrasal verb] informal 1 stick with (something) 
: to continue using or doing (something) ■ You need to find 
a job and stick with it. ■ I’ll stick with my usual brand. : to 
not change (a decision, belief, etc.) ■ The company is stick¬ 
ing with its decision to close the store. 2 stick (someone) 
with (something or someone) : to force (someone) to deal 
with (something or someone unpleasant) ■ They always 
stick me with the bill. [=make me pay the bill] ■ The teacher 
always sticks me with Tom. — often used as (be/get) stuck 
with ■ I was stuck with washing dishes. ■ I got stuck with Tom 
again. 3 stick with (someone) a : to stay close to (some¬ 
one) in a race or competition ■ The challenger stuck with 
the champion until the very last round, b : to stay near 
(someone) in order to gain knowledge, protection, etc. ■ 
Stick with me, kid, and you’ll learn something! C : to be 
remembered by someone for a very long time ■ The lessons 
she learned from that experience stuck with her. 
stick your head above the parapet see parapet 
stick your neck out see ‘neck 
stick your nose In/into see ‘nose 
stick your oar in see oar 
- see also stuck 

Stick*ball /'stik,ba:l/ noun [noncount] US : a game like base¬ 
ball that is played on the street or in a small area with a stick 
(such as a broomstick) and ball 

Stick-er /'stik»/ noun, pi -ers [count ]: a piece of paper with 
a picture or writing on it and a sticky substance on its back 
that is used to attach it to a surface — see also bumper 
sticker 

Sticker price noun, pi ~ prices [count] US : the price of a 
vehicle that is suggested by the manufacturer and that is 
shown on a sticker which is attached to the vehicle ■ We 
managed to negotiate 15 percent off the sticker price.’, also 
: the stated price of something ■ The speakers are excellent 
and well worth the sticker price. 



sticker shock • stifling 


1612 


Sticker Shock noun [ noncount] US : a feeling of surprise 
and disappointment caused by learning that something you 
want to buy is very expensive ■ We left the store suffering se¬ 
vere sticker shock. 

Stick figure noun, pi ~ -ures [count] : a drawing that 
shows the head of a person or animal as a circle and all other 
parts as usually straight lines 

Stick*han*dling /'stikghsendjio/ noun [noncount] sports 
: the use of a stick to control a puck or ball ■ a hockey player 
who is skilled at stickhandling 

Sticking plaster noun, pi ~ -ters [count] Brit : a piece of 
material that is put on your skin over a small cut or wound 

: PLASTER 

Sticking point noun, pi ~ points [count] : something that 
people disagree about and that prevents progress from being 
made in discussions ■ The length of the contract has become 
a sticking point in the negotiations. 

Stick insect noun, pi ~ -sects [count] : an insect with a 
long, thin body that looks like a stick — called also (US) 
walking stick 

Stick—in—the—mud /'stikanfi^m/vd/ noun, pi stick—in— 
the—muds [count] informal + disapproving : someone who 
has old-fashioned ideas or who does not like trying new or 
exciting things ■ He’s just an old stick-in-the-mud. 

Stickler /'stikala*/ noun, pi -lers [count] : a person who be¬ 
lieves that something is very important and should be done 
or followed all the time ■ an etiquette stickler — usually +for 
■ a stickler for proper etiquette ■ He’s a. stickler for the rules. 

Stick—on adj, always used before a noun : having a sticky 
substance on one side for attaching to something ■ stick-on 
labels 

Stick*pin/'stik,pin/noun, pi -pins [count] US : a decorative 
pin that is worn on a jacket or used to hold the ends of a 
necktie in place 

Stick Shift noun, pi ~ shifts [count] US 

1 : a device in a car that you move into different positions in 
order to change the car’s gears — called also stick ; compare 
GEARSHIFT 

2 : a car that has a stick shift: manual ■ Do you know how 
to drive a stick shift ? — called also stick 

Stick—tO—it»ive*neSS /stik'tu.wativnas/ noun [noncount] 
US, informal : the quality that allows someone to continue 
trying to do something even though it is difficult or unpleas¬ 
ant ■ I admire her stick-to-itiveness. [-perseverance, tenacity] 

Stick*Up /'stik,Ap/ noun, pi -ups [count] US, informal : a 
robbery that is done using a gun : holdup ■ He pulled out a 
gun and shouted, “This is a stickupV ’ — see also stick up at 
2 stick 

Stick-work /'sti^wa'k/ noun [noncount] sports : the use of a 
stick to control a puck or ball ■ a hockey player who’s 
known for his skillful/fancy stickwork 

Sticky /'stiki/ adj stick-i-er; -est 

1 : having a substance (such as glue or honey) on it that 
things easily attach to : covered in a substance that things 
stick to ■ My fingers are sticky. ■ sticky hands ■ The floor is 
sticky. 

2 of a substance : tending to have things attach to it: tending 
to have things stick to it ■ The sap is very sticky. ■ There is a 
sticky substance on the table. ■ The paint was still sticky. 

3 informal : unpleasantly warm and humid • It’s sticky out¬ 
side. ■ a sticky summer afternoon ■ The weather was hot and 
sticky. 

4 informal : difficult or unpleasant ■ It’s a sticky [=tricky] sit¬ 
uation. 

— stick-i-ness /'stikinas/ noun [noncount] • The tape has 
lost its stickiness. 

Sticky bun noun, pi ~ buns [count] chiefly US : a usually 
round sweet cake made with cinnamon and topped with 
melted brown sugar and butter 

Sticky fingers noun [noncount] informal : a tendency to 
steal things ■ people with sticky fingers ■ She’s known for hav¬ 
ing sticky fingers. 

Sticky note noun, pi ~ notes [count] : a small piece of pa¬ 
per that has a strip of a sticky substance on the back so that 
it can be attached to a surface — see picture at office 

Sticky—Sweet adj, chiefly US, informal : extremely sweet 
: too sweet ■ sticky-sweet caramel ■ a sticky-sweet smell ■ a 
love song full of sticky-sweet sentiment 

Sticky tape noun [noncount] Brit : a type of clear tape that 
is used for sticking things (such as pieces of paper) together 
: clear adhesive tape * a roll of sticky tape 


Sticky wicket noun [singular] Brit, informal : a difficult sit¬ 
uation ■ It’s a bit of a sticky wicket. ■ She was on a sticky wick¬ 
et when she saw her friend steal the fund-raiser money. 

1 Stiff /'stif/ adj stiff*er; -est [also more most ~] 

T~a : difficult to bend or move ■ stiff valves/cardboard/fabric 
■ stiff" hairs/bristles * The brush was as stiff as a board. [=very 
stiff] b : painful to move or use ■ stiff muscles ■ a stiff back/ 
neck ■ When I got out of bed this morning my back was stiff 
as a board.', also : showing pain in movement or use ■ a stiff 
walk 

2 : thick and difficult to stir or pour ■ Beat the egg whites un¬ 
til they are stiff '.■ stiff batter 

3 : difficult, strict, or severe ■ a stiff [-heavy] penalty/fine ■ a 
stiff task/challenge ■ stiff competition 

4 : not graceful, relaxed, or friendly ■ Our host seemed 
somewhat stiff. ■ a stiff manner : too formal ■ stiff writing/di¬ 
alogue 

5 : very expensive ■ a stiff price 

6 : strong and forceful ■ a stiff wind/breeze ■ The troops en¬ 
countered stiff resistance. 

7 : containing a lot of alcohol ■ a stiff drink/cocktail 

stiff upper lip : a calm and determined attitude in a difficult 
situation ■ She managed to keep a stiff upper lip even as ev¬ 
erything fell apart. 

— stiff-ly adv ■ “Excuse me," he said stiffly. — stiff-ness 
noun [noncount] 

2 stiff adv, informal : very much : to an extreme degree ■ She 
was scared/bored stiff. 

frozen stiff 1 : completely stiff because of being wet and 
frozen ■ The shirt was frozen stiff. 2 informal : extremely 
cold ■ We were frozen stiff by the time we got indoors. 
3 Stiff noun, pi stiffs [count] informal 

1 : the body of a dead person 

2 US a : a person who you think is lucky, unlucky, etc. ■ 
You lucky stiff] ■ That poor stiff never gets a break, b : an 
ordinary or dull person ■ ( disapproving ) He’s OK but his 
friends are a bunch of stiffs. ■ They have the kind of luxuries 
the average working stiff can’t afford. 

4 Stiff verb stiffs; stiffed; stiff*ing [+ obj ] US, informal : to 
not give as much money as you should give to (someone) ■ 
He stiffed the waiter on the tip. [=he didn’t give the waiter a 
tip or he gave a tip that was too small] 

Stiff—arm /'stifiiiam/ noun, pi -arms [count] American foot¬ 
ball : STRAIGHT-ARM 

— stiff-arm verb -arms; -armed; -arm-ing [+ obj] ■ The 
ball-carrier stiff-armed the tackier. 

Stiffen /'stifan/ verb -ens; -ened; -en-ing 

1 [no obj] : to stop moving and become completely still espe¬ 
cially because of fear, anger, etc. ■ She stiffened when he 
grabbed her shoulder. ■ The dogs stiffened in alarm. 

2 [no obj] : to become painful to move or use — often + up ■ 
My muscles stiffened up the next day. 

3 : to become more severe or strong or to make (something) 
more severe or strong [no obj] The wind stiffened. ■ His re¬ 
solve has stiffened. [+ obj] He stiffened his resolve. ■ The law 
would stiffen penalties for tax evasion. 

4 [+ obj] : to make (something, such as cloth) difficult to 
bend or move ■ stiffen a shirt with starch 

— stiff-en-er /'stifana 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

Stiff-necked /‘stifnckt/ acff [more most ~] disapproving 

: very proud and formal ■ a stiff-necked military man ■ stiff¬ 
necked arrogance ■ She’s too stiff-necked to ask for help. 
Sti*fle /'staifal/ verb sti-fles; stifled; sti-fling 

1 [+ obj] a : to not allow yourself to do or express (some¬ 
thing) ■ trying to stifle a cry/yawn ■ I had to stifle the desire/ 
urge to yell “Stop!” b : to stop (someone) from doing or ex¬ 
pressing something ■ Students at the school are stifled by the 
pressure to score high on tests. 

2 [+ obj] : to make (something) difficult or impossible ■ Too 
many regulations stifle innovation. ■ something that stifles 
the growth of the plant/economy 

3 a [no obj] : to be unable to breathe easily ■ I wish we could 
go outside instead of stifling in this tiny room, b [+ obj] : to 
make (someone) unable to breathe or unable to breathe eas¬ 
ily ■ He was almost stifled by the smoke. 

Stifling adj [more most ~] 

1 : making it difficult to breathe ■ The heat was stifling. 
: very hot and humid ■ a stifling day 

2 : not allowing something to be done or expressed ■ stifling 
rules/regulations/requirements ■ a stifling relationship [=a re¬ 
lationship that prevents someone from behaving freely, ex¬ 
pressing emotion, etc.] 
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— stifling adv ■ The weather was stifling hot. [=very hot] 
— sti-fling-ly adv ■ stiflingly hot 

Stig*ma /'stigma/ noun, pi -mas 

1 [singular] : a set of negative and often unfair beliefs that a 
society or group of people have about something ■ the stigma 
associated with mental illness = the stigma of mental illness ■ 
the stigma of being poor = the stigma of poverty ■ There’s a 
social stigma attached to receiving welfare. 

2 [count] botany : the top part in the center of a flower which 
receives the pollen 

Stig«ma«ta /stig'maits/ noun [plural] : marks on someone’s 
hands and feet which resemble Jesus Christ’s wounds from 
being nailed on the cross 

Stig-ma-tize also Brit stig-ma*tise /'stigm3,taiz/ verb -tiz- 
es; -tized; -tiz-ing [+ obj] usually disapproving : to describe 
or regard (something, such as a characteristic or group of 
people) in a way that shows strong disapproval ■ Society stig¬ 
matizes welfare recipients. ■ a legal system that stigmatizes j u- 
veniles as criminals 

— stig*ma*ti*za*tion also Brit stig-ma-tl-sa-tion /,stig- 
mats'zeijan, Brit ,stigma,tai'zei/sn/ noun [noncount] 

Stile /'stajsl/ noun, pi stiles [count] : a set of steps to help 
people climb over a fence or wall 
Sti-let-tO /sts'letou/ noun, pi -tos or -toes [count] 

1 a : a woman’s shoe with a very high, thin heel ■ a pair of 
stilettos [=spikes, spike heels] b : the heel of a stiletto — 
called also spike heel 

2 : a knife with a thin, pointed blade 
1 Still /'stil/ adv 

1 : happening or existing before now and continuing into 
the present — used to say that an action or condition contin¬ 
ues ■ He still lives there. [=he continues to live there] ■ It’s still 
early/cold/Tuesday. ■ She’s still mad about what happened 
yesterday. ■ Eat your soup while it’s still hot. [=while it con¬ 
tinues to be hot; before it cools] 

2 : in spite of that — used to say that something happens or 
is true even though there is something that might prevent it 
from happening or being true ■ Careful people can still make 
mistakes. ■ I tried again and still I failed. 

3 : without moving : without motion ■ Sit still. It’ll just take a 
minute. ■ She stood very still. 

4 : to a greater extent or degree — used to add force to 
words like more, better, bigger , etc. ■ a still more difficult 
problem = a problem that is more difficult still • still bigger/ 
better/longer 

5 : in addition — used for emphasis ■ He won still [ -yet ] an¬ 
other tournament. ■ still more complications 

jury is still out see jury 
still less see 2 less 
2 Still adj 

1 a : not moving ■ still water ■ The cat twitched slightly, and 
then was still. — see also stock-still b : lacking motion 
or activity • Everyone had left, and the house was finally still. 

■ a hot, still day [=a day without wind] 

2 photography a — used to describe an ordinary photo¬ 
graph that does not show movement as compared to a movie 

■ still photographs b : relating to or used for still photo¬ 
graphs ■ a class in still photography ■ a still camera 

3 chiefly Brit, of a liquid : not having bubbles ■ They had still 
and fizzy drinks. ■ still wine 

still waters run deep — used to say that people who are 
quiet or shy are often very intelligent and interesting 

— still-ness noun [noncount] 

3 Still verb stills; stilled; still-ing literary 

1 [+ obj] : to make (something) less severe or strong ■ Her re¬ 
assuring words stilled our fears/apprehensions. 

2 : to become still or to make (something) still: to stop mov¬ 
ing or to cause (something) to stop moving [no obj] The wa¬ 
ter stilled at last. [+ obj] river waters stilled by dams 

3 [+ obj] : to stop (something) from continuing • The report 
has not stilled debate about whether the procedure is safe. 

4 Still noun, pi stills 

1 [noncount] literary : quiet or silence • the still of late 
evening ■ the still of the deep woods 

2 [count] : photograph; specifically : a photograph of ac¬ 
tors or scenes from a movie ■ a series of stills from the movie 
the still of the night literary : the time late at night when it 

is very quiet and dark 

— compare 5 still 

5 still noun, pi stills [count]: a piece of equipment that is used 
for making strong alcoholic drinks ■ a whisky still 

— compare 4 still 


Still-birth /'sti^bjrG/ noun, pi -births [count]: the birth of a 
dead baby 

Still-born fstiVbo&n/ adj 
A of a baby : dead at birth 

2 : never able to begin operating or proceeding ■ The plan 
was stillborn. [=the plan had failed even before it had begun 
to be used] 

still life noun, pi ~ lifes [count] : a painting, drawing, etc., 
of a carefully arranged group of objects (such as flowers and 
fruit) ■ an exhibit of still lifes ; also [noncount] : the art or ac¬ 
tivity of making still lifes ■ She prefers portraiture to still life. 
Stilt /'stilt/ noun, pi stilts [count] 

1 : one of a set of upright posts that are used 
to hold a building up above water or the 
ground 

2 : one of a pair of long poles with platforms 
for your feet that you can stand on to walk 
high above the ground • a circus performer 
walking on stilts 

Stilt-ed /'stiltsd/ adj : awkward especially be¬ 
cause of being too formal ■ a stilted speech ■ 
stilted dialogue/language 
Stim-U-lant /'stimjslsnt/ noun, pi -lants 
[count] 

1 : something (such as a drug) that makes 
you more active or gives you more energy ■ 

Caffeine is a stimulant. 

2 : something that causes more activity 
: stimulus ■ The movie was a stimulant to 
discussion. 

Stim-U-late /'stimj3,leit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -lat-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 : to make (something) more active ■ Caffeine stimulates 
the heart. ; to cause or encourage (something) to happen or 
develop • A raise in employee wages might stimulate produc¬ 
tion. ■ The economy was not stimulated by the tax cuts. ■ a 
hormone that stimulates the growth of muscle tissue 

2 : to make (a person) excited or interested in something ■ 
Their discussion stimulated him to research the subject 
more. ■ He was stimulated by their discussion. 

— Stim-u-la-tion Astiipja'lei/sn/ noun [noncount] • physi¬ 
cal/intellectual/sexual stimulation 

Stimulating adj [more —; most ~] 

1 : exciting or interesting ■ a stimulating conversation ■ a 
stimulating environment for studying 

2 : causing someone to become more energetic or alert ■ the 
stimulating effects of caffeine 

stim-u-lus /'stimjslss/ noun, pi stim-u-li /'stimj3,lai/ 
[count] 

1 : something that causes something else to happen, devel¬ 
op, or become more active ■ The pay raise was a stimulus for 
production. ■ an economic stimulus plan 

2 : something that causes a change or a reaction ■ Heat and 
light are physical stimuli. ■ The dog responded to the stimulus 
of the ringing bell. 

1 sting /'stir)/ verb stings; stung /’stAi)/; sting-ing 

1 of an insect, plant, or animal : to hurt (someone) by pierc¬ 
ing the skin with a sharp, pointed part that usually contains 
poison [+ obj] I got stung by a bee. ■ The jellyfish stung the 
swimmer, [no obj] The bees will sting if you bother them. 

2 : to cause a quick, sharp pain [no obj] The iodine will sting 
for a few minutes. [+ obj] The cold rain stung my eyes. 

3 a [no obj] : to feel a quick sharp pain ■ The smoke made 
our eyes sting, b not used in progressive tenses : to cause 
(someone) to feel emotional or mental pain [+ obj] She was 
stung by their harsh criticism. ■ His words stung her. [no obj] 
Your comment stung. 

4 [+ obj] informal : to treat (someone) unfairly in a business 
deal — usually used as (be/get) stung ■ He got stung on that 
deal. 

sting for [phrasal verb] sting (someone) for (something) Brit, 
informal : to ask (someone) to give or lend you (some¬ 
thing) • Can I sting you for some gum? 

— stinging adj ■ stinging tentacles ■ a stinging feeling ■ She 
gave him a stinging rebuke. 

2 stinq noun, pi stings 

1 [singular] : a quick, sharp pain ■ When you get the shot, 
you’ll feel a little sting. — often used figuratively ■ He’ll even¬ 
tually overcome the sting of being rejected. ■ His smile took 
the sting out of his words. [=his smile showed that his words 
were not meant to be hurtful] 

2 [count] : an injury caused when an insect or animal stings 



stilts 
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you ■ His arm was covered with bee stings. 

3 [count\ : a complicated and clever plan that is meant to de¬ 
ceive someone especially in order to catch criminals ■ They 
were caught in a drug sting. ■ a sting operation by police 

4 [count] Brit: stinger 

Stingier /'stiija-/ noun, pi -ers [count] chiefly US : a pointed 
part on an insect and animal that is used to sting someone ■ 
the stinger of a bee — called also (Brit) sting 
Sting-ray / a stig l rei/ noun, pi -rays [count] : a type of fish 
that has a large, flat body and a long tail with spines on it 
that are used to sting other animals 
Stin-gy /'stincfei/ adj sting-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 
disapproving 

1 : not liking or wanting to give or spend money ■ a stingy 
old miser ■ The company was too stingy to raise salaries. 

: not generous ■ He is stingy with compliments. [=he doesn’t 
give many compliments] 

2 : small in size or amount ■ stingy portions of food 
-stin-gi-ly /'stincfeali/ adv - stin-gi-ness /'stmcfeinas/ 

noun [noncount] ■ He is known for his stinginess. 

1 Stink /'stiQk/ verb stinks; stank /'stserjk/ or stunk /'sUrjk/; 
stunk; stink-ing [no obj] 

1 : to have a very bad smell ■ These dirty clothes stink. ■ 
Something stinks in here. — often + of • His clothes stank of 
dead fish. — sometimes used figuratively ■ Something stinks 
about his story. [=something about his story does not seem 
true or honest] ■ The whole project stinks of corruption. 

2 informal a : to do something very poorly ■ I stink at golf. 
[=Pm a very bad golfer] b : to be very low in quality * The 
movie stunk. [=the movie was very bad] ■ The food is good at 
that restaurant, but the service stinks. C : to be very un¬ 
pleasant, unfair, etc. ■ Having a root canal stinks. ■ It stinks 
that you can’t stay longer. [=I’m very sorry/disappointed that 
you can’t stay longer] 

stink up (US) or Brit stink out [phrasal verb] stink (some¬ 
thing) up/out or stink up/out (something) : to give a very 
bad smell to (something) ■ His cigars stink up the house. 
stink up the joint see ‘joint 
2 Stink noun [singular] 

1 : a very bad smell ■ the stink of garbage 

2 informal : a situation in which someone complains in a 
very angry and often public way ■ She caused (quite) a stink 
when her request was refused. ■ People raised a stink about 
the new law. ■ He kicked up a stink about the way he’d been 
treated. 

Stink bomb noun, pi ~ bombs [count] : a small device that 
produces a very bad smell when it is broken, burned, etc. ■ 
Someone set off a stink bomb at the school. 

Stink*er /'stiijkzr/ noun, pi -ers [count] informal 

1 somewhat old-fashioned : a person or thing that is disliked ■ 
He is a dirty little stinker. 

2 : something (such as a book or film) that is very bad ■ Her 
last movie was pretty good, but this one’s a stinker. [=this one 
stinks] ■ a real stinker of a performance 

1 stink-ing /•stiqkiq/ adj 

1 : having a very bad smell ■ Put out that stinking cigar. 

2 always used before a noun, informal — used for emphasis 
when you are angry ■ I hate this stinking job. 

2 Stinking adv, informal : very or extremely ■ They’re stinking 
rich, [-filthy rich] ■ He was stinking drunk. 

Stinky /'stigki/ adj stink-i-er; -est informal: having a very 
bad smell ■ Move your stinky feet! 

1 Stint /'stmt/ noun, pi stints [count] : a period of time spent 
doing a certain job or activity ■ He had a brief stint as a mail 
carrier. ■ a four-year stint in the army 
2 Stint verb stints; stint-ed; stint-ing [no obf] : to use or give 
something in limited amounts — usually + on or with ■ She 
doesn’t stint on spices in her cooking. [=she uses a lot of spic¬ 
es] ■ He can be stinting with praise. [=he tends not to praise 
people very often] 

Sti-pend /'stai,p£nd/ noun, pi -pends [count] : a usually 
small amount of money that is paid regularly to someone ■ 
He receives a small stipend for his work as a research fellow. 
■ a weekly stipend 

Stip-ple /'stipal/ verb stip-ples; stip-pled; stip-pling [+ 

obf] : to draw or paint small dots on (something) — usually 
used as (be) stippled ■ The paper was stippled with paint. 

— stippled adj ■ a stippled background — stippling noun 
[noncount] ■ The pages were decorated with stippling. 
Stip-u-late /'stipj3,leit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -lat-ing [+ obj] 
: to demand or require (something) as part of an agreement ■ 
The cease-fire was stipulated by the treaty. ■ The rules stipu¬ 


late that players must wear uniforms. 

Stip-U-la-tion Astipja'leijan/ noun, pi -tions : something 
that is required as part of an agreement [count] contract 
stipulations ■ We agreed to the deal with the stipulation that 
she pay the expenses herself, [noncount] stipulation of re¬ 
quirements 

1 stir /'sta-/ verb stirs; stirred; stir-ring 

1 [+ obj] : to mix (something) by making circular movements 
in it with a spoon or similar object ■ She stirred her coffee. ■ 
The cake batter must be stirred for 10 minutes.» Stir one cup 
of sugar into the batter. 

2 : to move or cause (someone or something) to move after 
being still [no obj] She heard him stir (in bed). [=heard him 
begin to move in bed as he woke up] ■ He never stirred from 
the couch [=he stayed on the couch] all afternoon. [+ obj 
She was stirred from her sleep by the noise. ■ The breeze 
stirred the leaves on the tree. 

3 a [no obj] : to be active or busy ■ We could see people stir¬ 
ring inside the shop. ■ “Not a creature was stirring ” 
—Clement Moore, “A Visit from Saint Nicholas” (1822) b 
[+ obj] : to cause (someone or something) to be active ■ A 
good book can stir the imagination. ■ He stirred himself to 
action. [=he began to take action] 

4 [+ obj] : to cause (an emotion or reaction) • The bad eco¬ 
nomic news has stirred anxiety among investors. [=has 
caused investors to worry] — usually + up ■ The bad news 
has stirred up a lot of anxiety. ■ The story stirred up some 
deep emotions within him. 

stir up [phrasal verb] 1 stir up (someone) or stir (someone) 
up : to cause (someone) to feel a strong emotion and a de¬ 
sire to do something ■ The speech stirred up the crowd. 2 
stir (something) up or stir up (something) a : to cause 
(something) to move up into and through the air or water ■ 
The workers stirred up a lot of dust, b : to cause (some¬ 
thing, usually something bad or unpleasant) to happen ■ 
They’re trying to stir up trouble. ■ stirring up racial hatred ■ 
His comments certainly stirred things up. [=caused a lot of 
excitement, anger, etc.] — see also ‘stir 4 (above) 

2 Stir noun [singular] 

1 : a state of excitement, anger, or surprise among a group 
of people ■ His comments have caused quite a stir. 

2 : a small movement • the stir of the leaves in the breeze 

3 : the act of stirring something with a spoon or similar ob¬ 
ject ■ She gave the sauce a stir. [=she stirred the sauce] 

4 chiefly US slang, old-fashioned : prison ■ He spent five 
years in stir. 

Stir—era-zy /'sta-'kreizi/ adj, not used before a noun : unhap¬ 
py and upset because you have been in a place for a long 
time and want to get out • I was going stir-crazy after being 
stuck in the house all week. 

1 Stir-fry /'sta^frai/ noun, pi -fries [count, noncount] : a dish 
made of foods (such as meat or vegetables) that are fried 
quickly over high heat while being stirred constantly ■ We 
had (a) chicken stir-fry for dinner last night. 

2 Stir—fry /'sta-'frai/ verb -fries; -fried; -fry-ing [+ obj] : to fry 
(something) quickly over high heat while stirring it constant¬ 
ly ■ Stir-fry the pork for four minutes. ■ stir-fried chicken 
Stir-rer /'stara*/ noun, pi -rers [count] 

1 : something that is used to stir liquids ■ a coffee/paint stir¬ 
rer 

2 Brit, informal : a person who causes trouble 

1 Stir-ring /'stenij/ adj [more most ~]: causing strong feel¬ 
ings ■ She gave a stirring [-moving] speech at the awards ban¬ 
quet. ■ a stirring rendition of the national anthem 
2 Stirring noun, pi -rings [count] : the beginning of a motion, 
activity, feeling, idea, etc. — + of' We felt the first stirrings of 
hope when we heard the news. 

Stir-rup/'starap.Brir 'stirap/ pi -rups [count] : one of 
two loops that are attached to a saddle for the rider’s feet 
— see picture at horse 

Stirrup pants noun [plural] US : a pair of women’s pants 
that have a strip of fabric on the bottom of each leg that goes 
underneath the foot 
1 Stitch /•stiff/ noun, pi stitch-es 

1 [count] : a piece of thread that is passed through a piece of 
material with a needle • the stitches on a baseball ■ She pulled 
out the stitches. — see also cross-stitch 

2 [count] medical : a special piece of thread that is used to 
hold a large cut or wound closed ■ His cut required six stitch¬ 
es. ■ She gets her stitches removed tomorrow. 

3 a [count] : a single loop of thread or yam that is wrapped 
around a tool (such as a knitting needle) and is linked to oth- 
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er loops to make fabric ■ After knitting another row she real¬ 
ized she had dropped a stitch. [=let a loop fall off a knitting 
needle] b : a particular type or style of stitch used in sew¬ 
ing, knitting, crocheting, etc. [count] The book teaches a va¬ 
riety of stitches, [noncount] a scarf worked in knit/purl stitch 
4 [count]: a sudden sharp pain in your side — usually singu¬ 
lar ■ I’ve got a stitch (in my side). 

a stitch informal *$*■ If you are not wearing a stitch, do not 
have a stitch on, etc., you are naked. ■ She wasn't wearing a 
stitch (of clothes/clothing). 

a stitch in time (saves nine) *> The phrase a stitch in time 
(saves nine) means that it is better to fix a problem when it 
is small than to wait and let it become a bigger problem. 
in stitches informal : laughing very hard ■ His jokes had us 
all in stitches. 

2 Stitch verb stitches; stitched; stitch-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to use a needle and thread to make or repair (something, 
such as a piece of clothing) : to join (something, such as a 
piece of fabric or a button) to something else with stitches 
: sew ■ He stitched a patch onto his coat. 

2 : to make (something, such as a design) out of stitches ■ 
Her initials were stitched on the pillowcase. ■ He stitched a 
design along the border of the tablecloth. 

stitch together [phrasal verb] stitch (something) together or 
stitch together (something) : to make (something) out of 
many different things ■ I stitched together a novel from sev¬ 
eral stories I had written earlier. 
stitch up [phrasal verb] 1 stitch (someone or something) 
up or stitch up (someone or something) : to use a needle 
and thread to close a large cut or wound on someone ■ The 
doctor stitched him up. - The doctor stitched up his wound. 
2 stitch (someone) up or stitch up (someone) Brit, informal 
: to make (an innocent person) appear to be guilty of a 
crime : frame ■ They stitched him up for murder. 3 
stitch (something) up or stitch up (something) Brit, infor¬ 
mal : to do the final things that are needed to complete 
(something) in a successful way : to finish or do (some¬ 
thing) successfully • The mayor stitched up a deal with the 
union. ■ We thought that we had the game stitched up. 
[=sewn up\ we thought we were definitely going to win the 
game] 

— stitch-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

Stitching noun [noncount] : a series of stitches or the type of 
stitches that are used in something ■ He admired the stitching 
on the quilt. 

Stoat /'stout/ noun, pi stoats [count] chiefly Brit : a small an¬ 
imal that has a long body and brown fur that turns white in 
winter; especially : this animal when its fur is brown 

— compare ermine 

1 Stock /'sta:k/ noun, pi stocks 

1 : the supply of goods available for sale in a store [non¬ 
count] That camera is out of stock. ■ Do you have any more 
light bulbs in stock? [singular] They carry a large/small 
stock of computer software. 

2 : a supply of something that is available for use [count] 
We built up an ample stock of food before the storm. ■ She al¬ 
ways seems to have a fresh stock of funny jokes. [ noncount ] 
There was a decrease in available housing stock [=houses 
and apartment buildings] last year. 

3 : a share of the value of a company which can be bought, 
sold, or traded as an investment [count] The value of his 
stocks has soared. • Most of her money is invested in stocks, 
[noncount] Do you own any stock ? — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ stock prices ■ a stock certificate 

4 [count] : the part of a gun that is held against your shoul¬ 
der ■ the stock of a rifle — see picture at GUN 

5 [noncount] : the country or group of people that a person 
comes from ■ He is of Irish stock. [=his family comes original¬ 
ly from Ireland] 

6 [noncount] : farm animals (such as cattle) from which 
meat, wool and other products are obtained : livestock 

7 [noncount] : liquid in which meat, fish, or vegetables have 
been cooked and then removed and which is used to make 
soups, sauces, etc. ■ The recipe calls for one cup of chicken/ 
beef stock. 

8 [noncount] US : confidence or faith in someone or some¬ 
thing ■ He placed/put a lot of stock in her ability to get the 
job done. [=he had a lot of trust in her ability to get the job 
done] ■ I don’t put much stock in the rumors. [=1 don’t think 
the rumors are believable; I doubt the rumors] 

9 [noncount] — used to describe how popular or unpopular 
someone or something is at a^articular time ■ The mayor’s 
stock with voters is high/low right now. [=the mayor is popu¬ 


lar/unpopular with voters right now] 

10 stocks [plural] : a wooden frame with holes in it for a 
person’s feet, hands, or head that was used in the past as a 
form of punishment ■ He was sent to the stocks, 
lock, stock, and barrel see 'lock 

take stock : to carefully think about something in order to 
make a decision about what to do next ■ We need to take 
stock and formulate a plan. — often + of m We should take 
stock of our finances. 

2 stock verb stocks; stocked; stock-ing [+obj] 

1 : to have a supply of (something) in a store for sale ■ Our 
store stocks only the finest goods. ■ Do you stock this item? 

2 : to fill (something, such as a room or a building) with a 
supply of food, drinks, etc. ■ The bar is stocked with beer, 
wine and liquor. ■ a well -stocked kitchen ■ They stocked the 
shelves in the store with a variety of imported foods. 
stock up [phrasal verb] : to get a large quantity of something 

so that you will have it for later use • I need to head to the 
store to stock up. — often + on ■ We made sure to stock up 
on food before the storm hit. 

3 StOCk adj, always used before a noun 

1 a : regularly used or included with something : stan¬ 
dard ■ Here are the stock patterns you can choose from, b 
: commonly used and not original or interesting ■ She gave a 
stock answer to the reporter’s question. ■ a dull narrative 
with stock characters 

2 : usually available for sale in a store ■ That item is a stock 
model. ■ stock sizes 

StOCk«ade /sta'keid/ noun, pi -ades [count] : a line of tall 
posts that are set in the ground and used as a barrier to pro¬ 
tect or defend a place ■ a fort stockade 
Stock-bro-ker /'stcnk^rouka 1 / noun, pi -kers [count] 
: someone whose job is to buy and sell shares of stock for 
other people 

Stock car noun, pi ~ cars [count] : a car used for racing 
that has the same basic structure as a car normally sold to 
the public but has a more powerful engine, a stronger frame, 
etc. — often used before another noun ■ stock car racing 
stock company noun, pi ~ -nies [count] US 

1 : a company whose ownership is divided into shares that 
can be bought and sold 

2 : a theater group made up of actors who perform together 
Stock cube noun, pi ~ cubes [count] Brit : bouillon 

cube 

Stock-er /'sta-.kay noun, pi -ers [count] US : a person whose 
job is to put products on a store’s shelves, in a store’s cases, 
etc. ■ He works as a produce stocker at the grocery store. 
Stock exchange noun, pi ~ -changes [count] : a system 
or place where shares of various companies are bought and 
sold ■ domestic and international stock exchanges ■ Shares of 
the company were trading at $20 on the New York Stock Ex¬ 
change. • He works as a stockbroker on the floor of the New 
York Stock Exchange. 

StOCk*hold*er /'staik.houlda 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] US 
: someone who owns stock in a company : shareholder 
Stocking /'staikiij/ noun, pi -ings [count] 

1 : a close-fitting usually long covering for the foot and leg ■ 
a pair of wool stockings 

2 : a covering for the foot and ankle : sock 

3 : a decorative pouch shaped like a large sock that is used 
for holding gifts at Christmas • The children hung their 
(Christmas) stockings on the mantel. 

in your stockinged/stocking feet : wearing socks but not 
shoes ■ Don’t go outside in your stocking feet! 

Stocking cap noun, pi ~ caps [count] US : a knitted close- 
fitting cap that sometimes has a decorative part (called a tas¬ 
sel or pom-pom) at the top 

Stocking stutter noun, pi ~ -fers [count] US : a small gift 
that is usually placed in a Christmas stocking ■ Small toys 
make great stocking staffers. — called also (Brit) stocking fill¬ 
er 

Stock-in-trade Astcnkan'treid/ noun [noncount] : some¬ 
thing that someone or something does or makes very well 
and often ■ Ballads were her stock-in-trade. ■ Sitcoms are the 
stock-in-trade of the major networks. 

Stockist /'stcr.kist/ noun, pi -ists [count] Brit : a person or 
store that sells a particular kind of product ■ a stockist of 
medical supplies 

Stockman /'stcnkman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] : a 
person who raises cattle, sheep, etc. 

stock market noun, pi ~ -kets 
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1 \noncount\ : the business or activity of buying and selling 
stocks ■ We lost money in the stock market. ■ He made a lot of 
money playing the stock market. [=buying and selling stocks] 

2 [count] : a system for buying and selling stocks or a place 
where stocks are bought and sold ■ International stock mar¬ 
kets saw declines at the end of the trading day. ■ The stock 
market [=the total value of stocks traded on the stock mar¬ 
ket] dropped 15 points today. 

Stock option noun, pi ~ -tions [count] US : a right that is 
given by a company to an employee that lets the employee 
purchase stock in the company usually for a price that is 
lower than the normal price — usually plural ■ He decided to 
exercise his stock options. [=he decided to buy stock in the 
company that he works for] — called also (Brit) share option 
1 Stockpile /'sta:k,paj3l/ noun, pi -piles [count] : a large 
supply of something that is kept for future use ■ a stockpile of 
ammunition/weapons ■ a stockpile of medical supplies 
Stockpile verb -piles; -piled; -pil-ing [+ obj] : to get and 
keep a large supply of (something) for future use ■ The gov¬ 
ernment stockpiled vaccines to prepare for a flu epidemic. 
Stock-pot /'sta:k,pa:t/ noun, pi -pots [count] : a large pot 
for making stock, soups, stews, etc. 

Stock-room / , sta:k,ru:m/ noun, pi -rooms [count] : a stor¬ 
age area for the supplies and goods that are used or sold in a 
business 

StOCk—Still /'sta:k'stil/ ad], not used before a noun : very still 
: not moving at all ■ He stood/stayed stock-still. 
StOCk-tak-ing /'staik'teikig/ noun 

1 chiefly Brit : the activity or process of thinking about a 
problem or situation in order to decide what to do [non¬ 
count] It is time for some stocktaking. [=it’s time to take stock 
of the situation] [singular] It is time for a. stocktaking. 

2 [noncount] Brit: the act or process of making a complete 
list of the items or things that are in a place : inventory 

Stocky /'sta:ki/ adj stock-i-er; -est : short and heavy or 
broad ■ a short, stocky man • That outfit makes you look 
stocky. 

— stock-i-ly /'sta.kali/ adv ■ He is stockily built. 
Stock-yard /'staikja &d/noun, pi -yards [count] chiefly US 

: an enclosed area where farms animals (such as cattle) are 
kept so they can be slaughtered, sold, or shipped 
Stodge /'sta.cfe/ noun [noncount] Brit : heavy food that 
makes you feel very full • We filled up on stodge at the ban¬ 
quet. 

Stodgy /'staicfei/ adj stodg-i-er; -est disapproving 

1 a : having very old-fashioned opinions, attitudes, etc. ■ a 
stodgy old man b : too plain or dull to be interesting ■ 
stodgy clothes 

2 Brit, of food : unpleasantly heavy and causing you to feel 
very full ■ a stodgy meal 

— stodg-i-ness /'staicfcinas/ noun [noncount] 

StO-gie or sto>gy /'stougi/ noun,pi sto-gies [count] US, in¬ 
formal : cigar ■ He was smoking a stogie. 

1 StO-iC /'stowik/ or sto-i-cal /'stowiksl/ adj [more most ~] 
: showing no emotion especially when something bad is hap¬ 
pening ■ She remained stoic [=she did not complain or be¬ 
come upset] even as he continued to insult her. ■ He had a 
stoic expression on his face. 

— sto-ical-ly /'stowikli/ adv ■ He accepted the punishment 
stoically. 

2 StOiC noun, pi -ics [count] : a person who accepts what hap¬ 
pens without complaining or showing emotion 
StO-i-Cism /'stow3,siZ3m/ noun [noncount] : the quality or 
behavior of a person who accepts what happens without 
complaining or showing emotion ■ She endured his criticism 
with her usual stoicism. 

Stoke /'stouk/ verb stokes; stoked; stok-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to stir or add fuel to (something that is burning) ■ stoke a 
fire ■ The engineer stoked the coals. ■ He stoked the furnace. 
[=he added more fuel to the furnace to make the fire hotter] 
• stoke the flames 

2 : to increase the amount or strength of (something) ■ The 
new ad campaign has helped to stoke sales. • Poor revenue 
figures have stoked concerns about possible layoffs. 

— stok-er /'stouka*/ noun, pi -ers [count] chiefly Brit • He 
worked as a coal stoker for the railroad. 

Stoked adj, not used before a noun [more most ~] US slang 

: very excited ■ He was stoked to see her. 

1 Stole past tense of ‘steal 

2 Stole /'stoul/ noun, pi stoles [count] : a long, wide piece of 


clothing that is usually worn across the shoulders ■ a mink 
stole 

Stolen past participle of 1 steal 

Stol-id /‘stailad/ adj [more most ~]: showing little or no 
emotion : not easily excited or upset ■ She remained stolid 
during the trial. ■ a stolid face 

— stol*id>ly adv ■ The guard stood stolidly at his post. 

1 Stom-ach /'stAinak/ noun, pi -achs 

1 [count] a : the organ in your body where food goes and 
begins to be digested after you swallow it ■ She has problems 
with her stomach. ■ I've had enough to eat. My stomach is 
full. ■ His stomach was growling. — often used before anoth¬ 
er noun ■ a stomach ulcer ■ stomach gas — see picture at hu¬ 
man b : the part of your body that contains the stomach ■ 
She punched him in the stomach. [=belly] • He was lying on 
his stomach. 

2 [noncount] : the desire, courage, etc., that is needed to do 
or accept something difficult or unpleasant — usually used 
in negative statements - She didn’t have the stomach to con¬ 
front him. ■ He has no stomach for controversy. 

a strong/weak stomach 4- If you have a strong stomach , 
you are not bothered by things that many people find dis¬ 
gusting, shocking, or offensive. ■ You need a strong stom¬ 
ach to watch that movie. If you have a weak stomach , you 
are easily bothered by disgusting, shocking, or offensive 
things. ■ It’s a very violent movie. Don’t watch it if you 
have a weak stomach. 

on a full stomach : after eating a lot of food ■ Don't try to 
go swimming on a.full stomach, 
on an empty stomach : with nothing in your stomach ■ 
Take this medication on an empty stomach. [=when your 
stomach is empty because you have not eaten for a time] 
sick to your stomach see 'sick 

turn your stomach Something that turns your stomach 
or makes your stomach turn makes you feel ill or uncom¬ 
fortable usually because it is offensive or disgusting. • The 
violence in his movies really turns my stomach. 

your eyes are bigger than your stomach see 'eye 
2 stomach verb stom-achs; stom-ached; stom-ach-ing 

[+ obj] 

1 : to accept or experience (something unpleasant) without 
becoming sick, upset, etc. -1 could barely stomach the smell. 

■ His behavior is very hard to stomach [-tolerate] sometimes. 

2 : to eat (something) without getting a sick or unpleasant 
feeling in your stomach ■ I can’t stomach raw onions. 

Stom-ach-ache /•stAmak.eik/ noun, pi -aches : pain in or 
near your stomach [count] Eating too much food will give 
you a stomachache, [noncount] Side effects include gas, 
bloating, and stomachache. 

Stomp /'sta:mp/ verb stomps; stomped; stomp-ing 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
walk or move with very heavy or noisy steps ■ He stomped 
angrily out of the room. ■ She stomped [-stamped] around 
the yard in her muddy boots. 

2 [+ obj] chiefly US : to put (your foot) down forcefully and 
noisily ■ He angrily stomped [=.stamped] his foot. ■ The fans 
were stomping their feet and shouting. 

stomp on [phrasal verb] stomp on (someone or something) 
: to step on (something or someone) very forcefully ■ He 
stomped on the bug. ■ The elephant almost stomped on 
them. ■ I stomped on the brakes. 
stomp out [phrasal verb] stomp out (something) 1 : to stop 
or destroy (something bad) ■ They are determined to stomp 
out [=stamp out] corruption. 2 : to stop (something) from 
burning by stepping on it forcefully with your feet ■ She 
stomped out her cigarette. 

Stomp-er /'staimpa/ noun, pi -ers [count] informal : a piece 
of music that is very lively and makes you want to dance ■ a 
jazzy stomper 

stomping ground noun, pi ~~ grounds [count] US : a 
place where someone likes to go or often goes ■ The mall was 
their stomping ground. — usually plural ■ We enjoyed going 
back home and visiting our old stomping grounds. — called 
also (Brit) stamping ground 
1 Stone /'stoun/ noun, pi stones 

1 t noncount] : a hard substance that comes from the ground 
and is used for building, carving, etc. ■ The pedestal is made 
of stone. — often used before another noun ■ stone buildings 

■ a stone wall 

2 [count] a : a small piece of rock ■ We threw stones [=(£/£) 
rocks] at the sign, b : a piece of rock used for a particular 


1617 


stone • stop 


purpose ■ His birthdate and date of death were carved on the 
stone. — see also headstone 

3 \count]: a jewel ■ precious stones [=gemstones] 

4 [count] : a small, hard object that sometimes forms in a 
part of the body (such as the kidney) ■ She had stones in her 
bladder. — see also gallstone, kidney stone 

5 [count] chiefly Brit : a large, hard seed found in the center 
of some fruits (such as plums and peaches) : pit 

6 pi stone [count] Brit : a British unit of weight equal to 14 
pounds (6.35 kilograms) ■ He weighs 12 stone. — abbr. st 

a stone’s throw : a short distance ■ The high school is just a 
stone’s throw from his house. ■ She lives just a stone’s throw 
away from the beach. 

carved/etched/set/written in stone : permanent or not 
able to be changed ■ These new rules are not carved in 
stone ; if they don’t work, we’ll change them. 
kill two birds with one stone see 'kill 
leave no stone unturned : to make every possible effort to 
find someone or something ■ Their lawyer said that he 
would leave no stone unturned in trying to find more evi¬ 
dence. ■ The researchers left no stone unturned in their 
search for the original documents. 
sink like a stone see 'sink 
2 Stone verb stones; stoned; standing [+ obj] 

1 : to throw stones at (someone or something) ■ Rioters 
stoned the building. 

2 : to kill (someone) by throwing stones ■ He was stoned to 
death for his crimes. 

3 Brit : to remove the hard, large seed of (a fruit) : pit ■ 
Stone the peaches before serving. 

stone the crows Brit, informal + somewhat old-fashioned — 
used to express surprise ■ “He’s won the lottery!” “Well, 
stone the crowsY' 

3 StOne adv : totally or completely ■ {US) They sat there, stone 
silent. ■ The soup was stone cold. ■ He was stone broke. [=he 
had no money at all] ■ stone dead — sometimes used in com¬ 
bination ■ I thought I had gone stone-deaf. — see also 
STONE-COLD 

Stone Age noun 

the Stone Age : the oldest period in which human beings 
are known to have existed : the age during which humans 
made and used stone tools ■ It was a skill developed during 
the Stone Age. ■ Stone Age weapons — often used figura¬ 
tively ■ His political ideas are from the Stone Age. [=are 
from the distant past; are very out of date] ■ I’m still using a 
Stone Age computer. [=an outdated/obsolete computer] 
— compare bronze age, iron age 
StOne—COld /'stoun'kould/ adv, chiefly US, informal : com¬ 
pletely or totally ■ He’s stone-cold sober. 

Stone-CUt-ter /'stoun,kAta>/ noun, pi -ters [count] US : a 
person who cuts or carves stone 
Stoned /'stound/ adj [more most ~] informal : intoxicat¬ 
ed by a drug (such as marijuana) ■ He was stoned on pot. ■ 
They got stoned at the party. 

Stone— faced /'stoun,feist/ also stony—faced /'stouni- 
ifeist/ adj [more most ~]: showing no emotion ■ He stood 
there stone-faced while the verdict was announced. ■ a stone¬ 
faced judge 

Stone—ground /'stoun'graund/ adj : ground by being 
crushed between two large stones (called millstones) ■ stone- 
ground flour 

stone-ma-son /'stoun,meisn/ noun, pi -sons [count] : a 
person who cuts, prepares, and builds with stone 
ston-er /'stoun^/ noun, pi -ers [count] US, informal : a per¬ 
son who uses drugs frequently: a person who is often stoned 
on drugs (such as marijuana) ■ The movie’s a comedy about 
a couple of stoners. — often used before another noun ■ a 
stoner comedy 

Stone-wall /'stoun,wa:l/ verb -walls; -walled; -wall-ing 

: to refuse or fail to answer questions, to do what has been 
requested, etc., especially in order to delay or prevent some¬ 
thing [no obj] They stonewalled until they could come up 
with a response. ■ They were just stonewalling for time. [+ 
obj] {chiefly US) ■ They’re trying to stonewall the media/in¬ 
vestigation. ■ We’re trying to get the information, but we’re 
being stonewalled. 

Stone-ware /'stoun.wea 1 / noun [noncount] : objects made of 
a special baked clay — often used before another noun ■ a 
set of stoneware dishes 

Stone-washed /'stoun,wa:Jt/ adj — us«d to describe 
clothes (such as jeans) that are made lighter in color and 
softer by being washed with small stones ■ She was wearing 


stonewashed jeans, a sweater, and cowboy boots. 

Stone-work /'stoun, wa>k/ noun [noncount] : a structure or 
part of a structure that is built of stone ■ The stonework on 
this house is over 100 years old. 

— stone-work-er /'stoun,wa-ka-/ noun, pi -ers [count] 
1 StOnk-ing /'stcr.ijkii]/ adj, Brit slang 

1 : very Targe ■ We spent a stonfdng sum on the tickets. ■ 
stonking amounts of money 

2 : very good ■ We had a stonking time. 

2 StOnking adv, Brit slang : very or extremely ■ a stonking 
good book ■ a stonking great victory 
Stony /'stouni/ adj ston-i-er; -est 

1 : full of stones ■ stony [=rocky] soil ■ a stony beach 

2 : made of stone or hard like stone ■ a smooth, stony surface 
■ a stony material 

3 : showing no emotion or friendliness ■ She gave him a 
stony stare. ■ stony silence 

— ston-i-ly /'stounali/ adv ■ He remained stonily silent. 
Stood past tense and past participle of 'stand 
Stooge /'stu-.cfe/ noun, pi stoog-es [count] 

1 disapproving : a weak or unimportant person who is con¬ 
trolled by a powerful person, organization, etc. ■ a gangster 
and his stooges ■ He’s just a stooge for the oil industry. ■ a gov¬ 
ernment stooge 

2 : a performer in a show who says and does foolish things 
that other performers make jokes about 

StOOl /'stu:l/ noun, pi stools [count] 

1 a : a seat that fits one person and that 
has no back or arms ■ She sat on a stool. ■ a 
bar stool - a piano stool b : a piece of fur¬ 
niture that supports the feet of a person 
who is sitting : footstool 

2 medical : a piece of solid waste that is re¬ 
leased from the body ■ The patient had 
bloody/loose/hard stools. ■ a stool sample ■ 
stool softener [=a medicine that makes it 
easier to discharge bodily waste] 

StOOl-ie /'stu:li/ noun, pi -ies [count] US, 
informal + old-fashioned : stool pigeon 
stool pigeon noun, pi ~ -geons [count] 
chiefly US, informal : a criminal who gives 
the police information about other crimi¬ 
nals 

1 Stoop /'stu:p /verb stoops; stooped; stoop-ing [no obj] 

1 : to bend down or over ■ She stooped down to hug the 
child. ■ He had to stoop to pick it up. 

2 : to walk or stand with your head and shoulders bent for¬ 
ward ■ He tends to stoop as he walks. 

3 : to do something that is not honest, fair, etc. ■ She would 
never stoop to lying. [=she would never lie; she is too good a 
person to lie] ■ He really did that? I didn’t think he could 
stoop so low. 

stoop to someone’s level see 'level 
2 StOOp noun [singular] : a bend or curve forward of your back 
and shoulders ■ He walks with a slight stoop. — compare 
3 stoop 

— stooped aflj ■ His shoulders are stooped. [=his shoulders 
are bent forward] 

3 StOOp noun, pi stoops [count] US : a raised area (such as a 
porch, platform, or stairway) at the entrance to a house or 
building ■ I found a package on the (front/back) stoop. 

— compare 2 stoop 

1 Stop /'staip/ verb stops; stopped; stop-ping 

—: i a [no obj] : to not move, walk, etc., after doing so before ■ 
She was walking toward me, and then she suddenly stopped. ■ 
The bus stopped at the comer. • He stopped to watch the sun 
set. ■ She had to stop to catch her breath. = She had to stop 
and catch her breath. ■ He stopped to pick up a penny. ■ The 
car was going so fast that it couldn’t stop in time. - The traffic 
light turned red, so she had to stop. ■ Stop. [=halt\ Who goes 
there? ■ I stopped (dead) in my tracks [=stopped suddenly] 
when I saw the bear, b [+ obj] : to cause (someone or some¬ 
thing) to not move, walk, etc., after doing so before ■ Stop 
that man! He stole my wallet. ■ They stopped us at the border 
to check our passports. • She stopped the car and turned 
back. ■ He was stopped by the police for speeding. ■ The goal¬ 
ie stopped [=blocked] the ball/shot. ■ The sight of the bear 
stopped me (dead) in my tracks. 

2 a : to not do something that you have been doing before 
: to not continue doing something [no obj] He constantly 
teases her and never knows when to stop. ■ We’ve been work¬ 
ing all morning. It’s time to stop and take a break. ■ The boss 
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said that he was unhappy with some of his employees, but he 
stopped short of naming which ones. [=but he did not say 
which ones] ■ Did you ever stop [=pause] to think about the 
risk you took? ■ She never stopped to consider how her deci¬ 
sion might affect others. [+ obj] Can you please stop what 
you are doing to help me? • I stop work at 5 o’clock. ■ The 
phone stopped ringing. ■ Stop arguing/talking/running. ■ She 
stopped [ =quit\ smoking last year. ■ The patient suddenly 
stopped breathing. ■ His heart stopped beating. ■ Stop it/that 
or I’ll tell Mom. b [+ obj ]: to make (someone or something) 
no longer do something : to keep (someone or something) 
from continuing to do something ■ I’m leaving and you can’t 
stop me. ■ Stop me if you’ve heard this joke before. ■ It’s too 
late. There’s no stopping them now. [=they can’t be stopped 
now] ■ (Brit) I couldn’t stop him crying. — often + from in 
U.S. English ■ I couldn’t stop him from crying. ■ He stopped 
1= restrained] himself from laughing out loud. • Nothing can 
stop me from leaving. ■ Environmentalists tried to stop them 
from cutting down the trees. ■ There is nothing to stop you 
from going. ■ We need to stop the disease from spreading. 

3 [+ obj\ a : to cause (something) to end : to end (some¬ 
thing) ■ The teacher stopped the fight. ■ We need to stop the 
violence in our city. • They tried to stop the bleeding, b : to 
cause (a recording) to not play ■ She stopped the CD because 
it was skipping. ■ We stopped [=paused] the movie to grab 
some snacks. 

4 [no obj ]: to no longer happen or exist : to end ■ The music 
suddenly stopped. ■ The path stops about halfway up the 
mountain. ■ The rain had stopped by the time we left. [=it was 
not raining anymore when we left] 

5 [no obj ] : to suddenly not work or function ■ The engine 
just stopped. ■ His heart stopped. 

6 [no obj] a : to not travel during a journey for a short peri¬ 
od of time in order to rest, eat, etc. — + for ■ We stopped for 
lunch. ■ We need to stop for gas. [=we need to get gas] ■ We 
stopped for a night in Atlanta. [=we stayed in Atlanta for a 
night] b : to go to a place during a journey ■ I’ll stop for a 
short visit. ■ The tour stops in several cities. C : to make a 
brief social visit ■ I’m not stopping. [=; staying] I just wanted to 
drop this off. — see also stop by, stop in, stop off, stop 
over (below) 

7 [+ obj] : to close, block, or fill (a hole) ■ He stopped his ears 
with his fingers. [=he put his fingertips in his ears so that he 
couldn’t hear] — usually + up ■ She stopped up the cracks 
with plaster. ■ The sink is stopped up [=blocked] with food. 

8 [+ obj] a : to tell your bank not to pay a check ■ I called to 
stop payment on the check. = I called to stop the check, b 
chiefly Brit : to take (money) from something — often + 
from « £200 will be stopped [-withheld] from your wages next 
week. 

9 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] Brit, in¬ 
formal : to stay or remain ■ I am stopping at home. — see 
also stop in, stop out, stop up (below) 

stop and smell the roses see 2 rose 

stop at nothing — used to say that someone will do any¬ 
thing to achieve a goal or purpose ■ She will stop at nothing 
to get what she wants. 

stop by [phrasal verb] informal : to visit someone briefly ■ 
Feel free to stop by [=drop by, drop in] anytime. ■ I’ll stop by 
for a short visit. 

stop In [phrasal verb] informal 1 : to visit someone briefly ■ 
You should stop in [=stop by] for tea sometime. 2 Brit: to 
stay at home ■ I’m stopping [=staying] in tonight. 
stop off [phrasal verb] informal : to go or stay somewhere 
briefly while traveling to another place ■ I’ll stop off fax the 
store) to pick up some milk. ■ She is stopping off in Miami 
to visit a friend. ■ Could you stop off at the house to water 
the plants? 

stop out [phrasal verb] Brit, informal : to stay out at night • 
He doesn’t normally stop out late. 
stop over [phrasal verb] informal : to go to or stay in a place 
while traveling to another place ■ The plane stops over in 
Chicago before going on to Seattle. ■ She stopped over at a 
friend’s house for a couple of days. 
stop up [phrasal verb] Brit, informal : to stay up at night • 
She stopped up late last night. — see also ‘stop 7 (above) 
the buck stops here see ‘buck 
2 StOP noun, pi Stops [count] 

i fan act of stopping or a state of being stopped: such as a 
: a state in which someone or something is no longer moving 
— usually singular ■ The car skidded/slowed to a stop. [=to a 
halt] ■ The ball rolled to a stop. ■ The train came to a stop. • 
He slowly brought the car to a stop. — see also FULL STOP 


b : a state in which no further activity happens — usually 
singular ■ Production was brought to a stop [=was stopped] 
by the strike. ■ Negotiations brought a stop to [=ended] the 
conflict. ■ Work on the project came to a stop [=work on the 
project stopped] because of a lack of funding. ■ The fighting 
came to a sudden stop. • We need to put a stop to [-end] these 
practices. ■ She wanted to put a stop to the rumors. C sports 
: a play that stops an opponent from scoring a goal ■ The 
goalie made a great stop. [=save] 

2 a : a place that you visit or go to for a short period of time 
during a journey ■ His first stop will be Washington, D.C. ■ 
Our first stop has to be the gas station. — see also pit stop, 
rest stop, truck stop, whistle-stop b : a short period 
of time during which you stop or stay at a place during a 
journey ■ The trip includes an overnight stop [=stay] in Paris. 
■ We’ll make a stop [=stop, rest] when we get to the top of this 
hill. ■ We should make a stop at the museum. [=we should vis¬ 
it the museum] ■ I need to make a stop at the grocery store on 
the way home. 

3 a : the place where a bus or train regularly stops on a 
route to let passengers get on and off ■ a bus stop ■ The next 
stop is Main Street and Tower Square. ■ I’m getting off at the 
next stop. ■ What is your stop? b US : a place on a road 
(such as an intersection) where traffic must stop ■ a four-way 
stop ■ Slow down as you approach the stop. ■ a stop sign [=a 
sign telling drivers to stop and wait until they can continue 
safely] — see also stoplight 

4 : an order that tells a bank not to pay a check — usually 
singular ■ I put a stop on the check. 

5 music a : a set of organ pipes that produce a similar 
sound b : stop knob 

6 linguistics : a sound (such as the “p” of “apt” or the “g” of 
“tiger”) that is made by stopping the flow of air completely 
and then suddenly letting air out — see also glottal stop 
pull out all the stops informal : to do everything possible in 

order to do or achieve something • The company pulled out 
all the stops to advertise their new product. = The company 
pulled out all the stops in advertising their new product. ■ 
When he throws a party, he really pulls out all the stops. 

- see also doorstop, shortstop 

Stop—action /'stcrp'sekj'an/ noun [noncount] : stop- 
motion 

Stop—and—go /,sta:p3n'gou/ adj, chiefly US : making or 
having many stops : stopping and starting again and again ■ 
stop-and-go driving/traffic • It was stop-and-go on the high¬ 
way. 

Stop-COCk /'sta:p,ka:k/ noun, pi -cocks [count] : a device 
used for controlling or stopping the flow of a liquid or gas 
through a pipe 

Stop-gap /‘sta:p,gasp/ noun, pi -gaps [count] : someone or 
something that is intended to be used for a short time and 
then replaced by someone or something better : a temporary 
substitute ■ The new law is intended only as a stopgap. — of¬ 
ten used before another noun ■ a stopgap solution 

Stop-go adj, Brit : having inactive periods followed by ac¬ 
tive periods ■ a stop-go economy/policy 

Stop knob noun, pi ~ knobs [count] music : any one of the 
handles that an organ player pushes in or pulls out to stop or 
allow sound from certain pipes 

Stop-light /'sta:p,lait/ noun, pi -lights [count] US : traf¬ 
fic light 

Stop— mo-tion /'sta^moujsn/ noun [noncount] : a filming 
technique in which objects (such as clay models) are photo¬ 
graphed in a series of slightly different positions so that the 
objects seem to move ■ The show was filmed with stop- 
motion. — often used before another noun ■ stop-motion 
films/animation 

Stop-over / , sta:p,ouv3>/ noun, pi -overs [count]: a brief pe¬ 
riod of time when you stop at a place during a journey ■ We 
have a six-hour stopover [=layover] in Puerto Rico.; also : a 
place where a stopover occurs ■ The city is a favorite stopover 
for tourists. 

Stop-page /*sta:picte/ noun, pi -pag*es [count] 

1 : the act of stopping something ■ the stoppage of payments 

2 : a situation in which workers stop working for a period of 
time as a protest ■ Workers threatened a stoppage [=strike] if 
their wages were not increased. ■ work stoppages 

3 sports : an occurrence in which play is stopped during a 
game ■ The penalty caused a stoppage in play. ■ There have 
been more than 10 minutes in stoppages. • 10 minutes of stop¬ 
page time 

1 Stop-per /'sta:p noun, pi -pers [count] 
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1 : someone or something that stops something ■ crime stop¬ 
pers ■ His comment was a conversation stopper. — see also 

SHOWSTOPPER 

2 : something that is used to block an opening ■ a plastic bot¬ 
tle stopper ■ a wine stopper 

2 Stopper verb -pers; -pered; -per-ing [+ obj] : to close 
(something) with a stopper ■ Please stopper the bottle. ■ a 
stoppered bottle 

Stopping distance noun, pi ~ -tances [count, noncount ] 
: the distance that a driver needs in order to safely bring a 
vehicle to a complete stop 

Stop-watch /'sta:p,wa:tf/ noun, pi -watch*es [count] : a 
watch that can be started and stopped very quickly and that 
is used for measuring the amount of time that is taken to do 
something (such as to run a race) 

Stor-aqe /'stoncfc/ noun [noncount] 

1 a : space where you put things when they are not being 
used ■ The house has plenty of storage. [=the house has plen¬ 
ty of space in its closets, cabinets, etc.] ■ Her new house is 
much smaller, so she had to rent additional rforage. b : the 
state of being kept in a place when not being used : the state 
of being stored somewhere ■ We need to get our furniture 
out of storage. ■ He kept his belongings in storage [=he stored 
his belongings] until he found an apartment. C : the act of 
putting something that is not being used in a place where it is 
available, where it can be kept safely, etc.: the act of storing 
something ■ the body’s storage of fat ■ the storage of nuclear 
waste ■ The table folds down for storage. [=when you want to 
store it; when you are not using it] ■ The cellar is used Tor 
(food/wine) storage. 

2 computers a : space for placing information ■ a computer 
with 64 megabytes of storage [= memory ] ■ disk storage b 
: the act of placing information in a computer memory ■ 
data storage 

— storage adj, always used before a noun ■ There is plenty of 
storage space in the attic. ■ a storage room/area ■ a rental/ 
rented storage unit ■ storage costs ■ a storage capacity of 64 
megabytes ■ an intemal/extemal storage device 
Storage battery noun, pi ~ -teries [count] : a type of bat¬ 
tery that can be given a new charge by passing an electric 
current through it — called also storage cell 
1 Store /'stoay verb stores; stored; stor-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to put (something that is not being used) in a place 
where it is available, where it can be kept safely, etc. ■ I 
stored my furniture until I found a new apartment. ■ She 
stores her jewels in a safe. ■ The wine should be stored at 
room temperature. — often + away ■ The grain was stored 
away for the winter. ■ We stored away her old toys in the at¬ 
tic. b : to collect and put (something) into one location for 
future use ■ The body stores fat. ■ The solar panels store ener¬ 
gy. — often + up ■ The squirrels are storing up nuts for the 
winter. ■ Plants store up the sun’s energy. ■ (Brit) If you get 
yourself into debt, you’re only storing up troubla/problems 
for the future. 

2 : to place (information) in a person’s memory or a com¬ 
puter’s memory ■ They’re studying how our brains store 
memories. — often + away ■ He stored away his childhood 
memories. ■ The file is stored away on the backup drive. 

2 Store noun, pi stores 

1 [count] a ; a building or room where things are sold ■ a 
grocery/fumiture/pet/candy store - I’m going to the store to 
buy groceries. ■ The stores are always crowded around the 
holiday season. — see also bookstore, chain store, 

CONVENIENCE STORE, DEPARTMENT STORE, DIME STORE, 
DRUGSTORE, GENERAL STORE, PACKAGE STORE, SUPER¬ 
STORE, variety store usage see 1 shop ia b : a large 
building in which something is kept for future use ■ a grain/ 
weapons store 

2 [count] : a large amount or supply of something that is 
kept for future use ■ the body’s fat stores — often + of • a 
store of wood/information 

3 stores [plural] : things that are collected and kept for fu¬ 
ture use ■ medical/military stores 

4 [noncount] — used to say that something is regarded as 
having a lot of value or importance ■ Our family sets/lays 
great store by tradition. [=our family values tradition very 
highly] ■ He puts considerable store in/by her opinions. [=he 
feels her opinions are very important and valuable] 

in store : in a state of being ready or prepared to happen or 
be done ■ We have a big surprise in store [-ready, prepared) 
for you. — used to talk about what will happen to some¬ 
one in the future ■ I wonder what the future holds in store 


for us. = I wonder what lies in store for us in the future. [=1 
wonder what will happen to us in the future] 
mind the store see 2 mind 

Store-bought /'stoa-ibcct/ adj, US : bought at a store or 
shop and not made at home ■ store-bought cookies 
Store brand noun, pi ~ brands [count] : a product that is 
made for a store and has the store’s name on it — compare 
name brand 

— store—brand adj, always used before a noun ■ store-brand 
products 

Store card noun, pi ~ cards [count] : a credit card that is 
given out by a store and that can be used to buy goods at 
that store 

Store-front /'sto^frAnt/ noun, pi -fronts [count] US 

1 : the front side of a store ■ The storefront [- shopfront] was 
decorated for the holidays. 

2 : a room or group of rooms in the front part of a store 
building ■ He rented a storefront on Main Street. 

— storefront adj, always used before a noun • a storefront 
window/office 

Store-house / , stoa-|haus/ noun, pi -hous-es [count] 

1 : a building where goods are kept for future use : ware¬ 
house 

2 : a large amount or supply of something ■ a storehouse of 
information/knowledge/ideas 

Store-keep-er /■sto 0 >,ki:pa i / noun, pi -ers [count] US 
: someone who owns or manages a store or shop : shop¬ 
keeper 

Store-room /'stoa-inLm/ noun, pi -rooms [count] : a room 
or space where things are stored 
Store-wide /'stoa^'waid/ adj, US : including all or most of 
the things that are being sold in a store ■ a storewide sale/ 
clearance 

Storey chiefly Brit spelling of 2 story 
1 StO-ried /'storid/ acjj, always used before a noun : having an 
interesting history ■ a storied castle/player/leader : interest¬ 
ing because of stories that relate to it ■ She has a storied past/ 
career. — compare ^storied 

2 Storied (US) or Brit sto-reyed /'storid/ adj : having a spec¬ 
ified number of stories — used in combination ■ a two- 
storied house ■ a 50-storied building — compare 'storied 
Stork /'stofrk/ noun, pi storks [count] : a large bird that has 
long legs and a long bill and neck 
1 Storm /'steam/ noun, pi storms [count] 

1 : an occurrence of bad weather in which there is a lot of 
rain, snow, etc., and often strong winds ■ The sky got dark 
and it looked like a storm was coming. ■ A storm was brew¬ 
ing. ■ We made it home before the storm struck/broke, ^be¬ 
fore the storm began] ■ I went out for a walk and got caught 
in a storm. [=1 was outside when the storm began] — see also 
DUST STORM, ELECTRICAL STORM, ELECTRIC STORM, FIRE¬ 
STORM, HAILSTORM, ICE STORM, RAINSTORM, SANDSTORM, 
SNOWSTORM, THUNDERSTORM, TROPICAL STORM, WIND¬ 
STORM 

2 a : a sudden occurrence of something in large amounts — 
usually singular; often + of* a storm of publicity ■ The speak¬ 
er was greeted with a storm of applause. ■ a storm of punches 

— see also brainstorm b : a situation in which many 
people are angry, upset, etc. — usually singular ■ His racial 
comments kickedAvhipped/stirred up a storm in the newspa¬ 
pers. [=newspapers criticized his racial comments very 
strongly] — often + of • a storm of controversy/protest 

any port in a storm see 'port 

a storm in a teacup Brit : a situation in which people are 
very angry or upset about something that is not important 
■ The whole controversy turned out to be a storm in a tea¬ 
cup. (=(t/S) a tempest in a teapot] 
take (something) by storm 1 : to quickly become very 
successful or popular in (a particular place) or among (a 
particular group) ■ The writer has taken the literary world 
by storm. ■ The new fashion has taken London by storm. 2 
: to attack and capture (a place) suddenly by using a lot of 
force or a large number of people ■ The soldiers took the 
castle by storm. 

the calm/lull before the storm : a period of quiet that 
comes before a time of activity, excitement, violence, etc. ■ 
The college was quiet that morning, but it was the calm be¬ 
fore the storm. Thousands of students would arrive later. 
up a storm informal — used to say that something is being 
done with a lot of energy or enthusiasm ■ They danced/ 
sang up a storm. ■ He was cooking up a storm, 
weather the storm or ride out the storm : to deal with a 


storm • stove 
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difficult situation without being harmed or damaged too 
much ■ Newspapers have weathered the storm of online in¬ 
formation by providing news online themselves. ■ It was a 
difficult time but they managed to ride out the storm. 
2 Storm verb storms; stormed; storm-ing 

1 [no obj ] — used with it to say that a storm (sense 1) is hap¬ 
pening ■ It stormed all night. 

2 : to attack (something) suddenly with a lot of force or with 
a large number of people (+ obj\ Soldiers stormed the fort. • 
Police stormed the building, [no obj] The army stormed 
ashore. 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj\ : to go 
quickly and in an angry, loud way ■ The mob stormed 
through the streets. ■ She yelled at us and stormed off. • He 
stormed out of the room. ■ She stormed into the office. 

4 : to shout loudly and angrily [no obj\ — often + at ■ She 
stormed at her parents and ran to her room. [+ obj] “Do you 
know who I am?” he stormed. 

Storm cloud noun, pi ~ clouds [count] : a dark cloud 
which shows that a storm is coming — sometimes used figu¬ 
ratively ■ Economic storm clouds loom on the horizon. 
Storm door noun, pi ~ doors [count] US : a second door 
that is placed outside the usual outside door of a building for 
protection against cold and bad weather 
Storm drain noun, pi ~ drains [count] : a drain that carries 
water (such as rainwater) away from a street, parking lot, 
etc. 

Storm trooper noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a member of a 
group of specially trained and violent soldiers especially in 
Nazi Germany during World War II 
Storm window noun, pi ~ -dows [count] US : a second 
window that covers the usual outside window of a building 
for protection against cold and bad weather 
Stormy /'sto^mi/ adj storm-i-er; -est [also more most 
~] 

1 : relating to or affected by a storm ■ a dark, stormy sky ■ a 
stormy sea ■ The weather/day was cold and stormy. 

2 : full of anger, shouting, etc. ■ a stormy meeting ■ Their re¬ 
lationship was very stormy. ■ a stormy family life 

— storm-i-ness /'steamings/ noun [noncount] 

1 StO«ry /'stori/ noun, pi -ries 

T [count] : a description of how something happened ■ The 
movie is based on a true story. ■ What is the story behind (the 
making of) this painting? ■ That’s not the whole story. [=there 
are more details to be told] ■ Many years later they met 
again, but that’s another story. ■ He said he wasn’t at the 
scene of the crime, but the fingerprints tell a different story. 
[=the fingerprints show that he was there] ■ “Why are you 
late?" “It’s a long story. [=it is too complicated to explain] I’ll 
tell you later.” ■ (US) They were having a lot of problems. To 
make a long story short, she decided to leave him. = (Brit) To 
cut a long story short, she decided to leave him. ■ (informal) 
He yelled at me, and I left. End of story. [=there is nothing 
more to say about it] — often + about or of ■ We’re still wait¬ 
ing to hear the full story [=all of the details] of what hap¬ 
pened. ■ She’s told us the story of the great snowstorm of 
1977 many times. ■ He told all sorts of stories [= anecdotes] 
about his childhood. ■ Tell them the story about that time you 
got stuck in the elevator. The phrase the story goes is 
used to say that you are telling a story that you heard from 
other people. ■ The story goes [=people say] that after he died, 
he haunted the house. ■ The story goes like this: He was walk¬ 
ing through the woods when he spotted a huge bear. ■ She 
was very depressed or so the story goes. [=or so people say] 

— see also horror story, sob story, success story, 

WAR STORY 

2 [count] a : a description of imaginary events that is told as 
a form of entertainment • Don’t be scared. It’s only a story. • 
The story (of the book) is about growing up in Harlem dur¬ 
ing the 1920s. ■ The movie is a story of three single women 
looking for true love. ■ a horror/detective story ■ She read the 
child a bedtime story. [=a story that you read or tell a child at 
bedtime] — see also ghost story, shaggy-dog story, 
short story b i the series of events that happen in a story 
■ The story [=plot] is the same in all her books/movies/plays. 

3 [count] : something that is reported in a newspaper, on 
television, etc. : a news article or broadcast ■ a news story 
[=report] • The lead story in the news today is about the earth¬ 
quake. ■ His death was one of the biggest stories of the year. ■ 
The story about the fire made the front page of the newspa¬ 
per. = The front-page story was about the fire. ■ The maga¬ 
zine ran a story [=printed an article] about the scandal. 


— see also cover story 

4 [count] : a description of the most important events in 
someone’s life ■ the Princess Diana stoty = the story of Prin¬ 
cess Diana ■ The biography is a story of courage. ■ She told 
her life story to him. [=she told him about the things that had 
happened in her life] — sometimes used figuratively • Hav¬ 
ing bad luck with men is the story of my life. [=1 have often 
had bad luck with men] ■ Gaining and losing weight is the sto¬ 
ry of her itfe. 

5 a [count] : a condition or set of conditions that affects 
someone or something : situation ■ We lost power, and it’s 
the same story throughout the city. [=people throughout the 
city also lost power] ■ Living on your own is a whole different 
story [= matter] from living with your parents. ■ She got good 
grades in math, but English was another story. [=she did not 
do well in English] ■ The restaurant has great desserts, but 
that’s only/just half the story. [=part of the story] It also has 
wonderful entertainment. ■ It’s the same old story [=things 
have not changed] with her—she just can’t or won’t keep a 
job. b the story somewhat informal : basic information 
about someone or something ■ I’m still trying to find out the 
story [=the reason] behind this new policy. ■ What’s the story 
[-the deal] with that guy? [=what can you tell me about that 
guy?] 

6 [count] a : a lie that someone tells : a false story ■ You 
shouldn’t tell stories. — see also cock-and-bull story, 
fish story b : an explanation or excuse and especially 
one that is not true ■ The police don’t believe his story. — of¬ 
ten + about ■ She made up some story about getting stuck in 
traffic. 

a likely story see 'likely 

— compare 2 story 

2 Story also chiefly Brit sto«rey /'stori/ noun, pi stories 
[count] : a group of rooms or an area that forms one floor 
level of a building • She lives/works on the second floor of a 
five-starv building. [=a building that has five stories/floors] ■ 
The building is 20 stories high. — see also multistory 

— compare 'story 

StO*ry-board /'stor^boad/ noun, pi -boards [count] : a se¬ 
ries of drawings or pictures that show the changes of scenes 
and actions for a movie, television show, etc. 

-storyboard verb -boards; -board-ed; -board-ing [+ 
obj] * He storyboarded the fight scene. 

1 St0*ry«b00k /'stori,buk/ noun, pi -books [count] : a book 
of stories for children 

2 StOrybOOk ad/, always used before a noun : like something 
described in a storybook ■ a storybook [-fairy-tale] ending/ro¬ 
mance 

Story line noun, pi ~ lines [count ]: the series of events that 
happen in a story : PLOT 

StO-ry-tell*er /'stor^tela 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : someone 
who tells or writes stories ■ She’s a good/master storyteller. 

— sto*ry-tell«ing /'stori,teliij/ noun [noncount] ■ She is good 
at storytelling. 

Stoup /'stu:p/ noun, pi stoups [count ]: a container for holy 
water at the entrance of a church 
1 Stout /*staut/ adj stout-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : thick and strong ■ The plant has a stout [=sturdy] stem. ■ 
stout legs ■ a stout neck 

2 : having a large body that is wide with fat or muscles ■ a 
short, stout [=stocky] man 

3 a literary : brave and strong ■ a stout leader ■ He has a stout 
heart, b formal: forceful and determined ■ His lawyer put 
up a stout defense in court. 

— stout-ly adv ■ a stoutly built man ■ She stoutly defended 
him. 

2 StOUt noun, pi stouts [count, noncount] : a very dark, heavy 
beer 

StOUt-heart*ed / , staut l huertgd/ adj, literary : brave and de¬ 
termined ■ a stouthearted soldier 
1 Stove /'stouv/ noun, pi stoves [count] 

1 chiefly US : a flat piece of kitchen equipment for cooking 
that usually has four devices (called burners) which become 
hot when they are turned on and that often is attached to an 
oven ■ Is the stove on/off? ■ She put the pan on the stove over 
medium heat. ■ I cooked the burgers on the stove. — called 
also (Brit) cooker, ; compare cooktop; see also cookstove 

2 : a device that bums fuel for heating or cooking ■ a wood- 
buming/gas stove — see also potbellied stove 

3 : an oven or furnace that is used for hardening, burning, or 
drying something (such as pottery) ; kiln 

2 StOVe past tense and past participle of* STAVE 
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stovepipe • straightedge 


Stove-pipe /'stouv,paip/ noun, pi -pipes [count] 

1 : a metal pipe used for carrying away smoke from a stove 

2 : a very tall silk hat ■ a stovepipe hat 

Stove-top /'stouv,ta:p/ noun, pi -tops [count] US : the top 
of a stove — compare cooktop 
Stow /'stou/ verb stows; stowed; stow-ing [+ obj] : to put 
(something that is not being used) in a place where it is avail¬ 
able, where it can be kept safely, etc. : store ■ He stowed his 
gear in a locker. ■ Luggage may be stowed under the seat. — 
often + away ■ The supplies were stowed away below deck. 
stow away [phrasal verb] : to hide on a ship, airplane, etc., in 
order to travel without paying or being seen ■ When he was 
a young boy he stowed away on a merchant ship headed 
for China. — see also stowaway 
StOW-age /'stowicfe/ noun [noncount] : space especially on a 
ship or airplane for stowing things ■ There’s a lot of stowage 
below deck. 

StOW-away /'stow3,wei/ noun, pi -aways [count] : some¬ 
one who hides on a ship, airplane, etc., in order to travel 
without paying or being seen ■ A stowaway was discovered 
on the ship. — see also stow away at stow 

Strad-dle /'stradj/ verb strad-dles; strad-dled; strad¬ 
dling [+ obj] 

1 : to sit or ride with a leg on either side of (something) ■ He 
straddled the stool. ■ She straddled the horse. 

2 a : to be on both sides of (something) ■ Campsites strad¬ 
dled the river. — often used figuratively ■ Their music strad¬ 
dles the line between rock and jazz, b : to have parts that 
are in (different places, regions, etc.) ■ Turkey straddles Asia 
and Europe. — often used figuratively ■ The movie straddles 
too many genres. 

3 : to agree with or seem to agree with two opposite sides of 
(something) ■ She straddled the issue. 

Strafe /'streif/ verb strafes; strafed; straf-ing [+ obj] : to 
attack (something) with machine guns from low-flying air¬ 
planes ■ The planes strafed the town/battleship. 

Strag-gle /'strzegal/ verb, always followed by an adverb or 
preposition strag-gles; strag-gled; strag-gling [no obj] 

1 : to walk slowly into or from a place in a way that is not 
continuous or organized ■ The children straggled in from 
outside. ■ People straggled off the train. 

2 : to move away or spread out from others in a disorga¬ 
nized way ■ She straggled behind the rest of the group. ■ 
Branches straggled out and blocked the path. 

Strag-gler /'strsegW noun, pi -glers [count] : a person or 
animal that moves slower than others and becomes separat¬ 
ed from them • People waited for the stragglers to finish the 
race. ■ The cowboy had to round up a few stragglers. 
Strag-gly /'stragli/ ad) strag-gli-er; -est [also more 
most ~]: growing or hanging in an untidy way : SCRAGGLY ■ 
straggly hair ■ His beard is straggly. 

Straight /'streit/ adj straight-er; -est [also more most 
~] 

1 : not having curves, bends, or angles • a straight line/edge ■ 
She has long, straight hair. ■ Keep your back straight. 

2 : vertical or level • The flagpole is perfectly straight. ■ The 
picture isn’t quite straight. 

3 always used before a noun : following one after the other in 
order ■ He has won three straight [= consecutive] tournaments. 
: following each other without interruption ■ We sat in the 
airport for five straight hours. 

4 : honest and direct • They wouldn’t give me a straight an¬ 
swer. • He’s known for his straight dealing. ■ They’re not be¬ 
ing straight with you. ■ What we want is some straight talk. 

5 always used before a noun a : including only two people 
or things ■ It was a straight choice: accept the offer or don’t. • 
a straight exchange/swap b : not including any things or 
parts of a different kind ■ a straight romance novel • The 
band plays straight blues. ■ (US) He always votes a straight 
Democratic ticket. [=he always votes for Democratic candi¬ 
dates] ■ (US) She got straight A’s in all her classes last year. 
[=she got an A in every class] ■ (US) a straight-A student 

6 not used before a noun : with everything in its proper place 
■ After supper, the kids helped set/put the kitchen straight. 
[=tidy up the kitchen] 

7 not used before a noun : agreeing with what is true or what 
is stated to be true ■ We have to have our stories straight or 
else the police will get suspicious. ■ Let me get this straight 
[=1 am surprised/confused by what you are saying and I 
want to be sure that I understand you correctly]: You want 
me to lend you $2,000? • You need to get your facts straight. 
[=you need to get your facts correct] ■ He set/put her straight 


about/on what happened. [=he corrected her and explained 
to her what actually happened] — see also set/put the record 
straight at 1 record 

8 not used before a noun, informal: having nothing owed by 
either side ■ You pay for my ticket, and I’ll consider us 
straight. [=even] 

9 : behaving in a way that is socially correct and acceptable ■ 
(disapproving) She’s too straight [= conventional] and needs to 
lighten up. ■ (informal) He left the gang and promised him¬ 
self that he would go straight. [=stop being a criminal] 

10 informal : heterosexual ■ He’s gay but he has a lot of 
straight friends. 

11 : not using drugs or alcohol ■ She has been straight for 
two years now. 

12 US, of alcoholic drinks : not mixed with anything : with¬ 
out ice or water added ■ I like my bourbon/whiskey straight, 
[-neat] ■ I’ll have a martini straight up. 

13 : not joking or funny : serious • a. straight actor ■ straight 
theatrical drama — see also straight man 

— straight-ness noun [noncount] 

Straight adv 

1 : in a straight or direct way ■ She looked him straight 
[=right, directly] in the eye and told him to leave. ■ She 
walked straight up to him and slapped him in the face. ■ The 
tunnel goes straight through the mountain. ■ The library is 
straight ahead. ■ This road will take you straight [-directly] to 
the next town. ■ He was so drunk he couldn’t walk straight. ■ 
She sat with her legs straight out. ■ The tree fell straight down. 
■ The car went straight off the road. ■ She told him straight to 
his face that she hated him. 

2 : in or into a vertical position ■ Pine trees stood straight 
along the path. ■ Sit up straight and don’t slouch. 

3 a : without any delay : directly or immediately ■ She came 
straight [=right] home from school. ■ The company hires 
many people straight [ -right] out of college. ■ He went 
straight to bed when he came home. ■ Let me get/come 
straight to the point 1 think we should break up. b : with¬ 
out interruption ■ The rescue crew has been working for 
three days straight. ■ The baby slept straight through the 
night. ■ Since no one objected to her plan, she went straight 
on to talk about how to begin. 

4 : in an honest and direct way ■ Tell me straight : did you do 
it or didn’t you? • Are you dealing/playing straight with me? 
[=are you being honest with me?] ■ (informal) Straight up, 
what did you really pay for the tickets? 

5 : in the usual, normal, or correct way ■ She was so drunk 
she couldn’t see straight. ■ Can you please be quiet? I can’t 
think straight. 

ramrod straight see ramrod 

straight off US, informal: without delay or hesitation : im¬ 
mediately ■ I told him straight off that I wouldn’t help 
him. ■ 1 knew straight off [=right away] that she was lying. 
straight out informal : in a very direct way ■ I asked him 
straight out if he was doing drugs. 

3 Straight noun, pi straights [count] 

1 informal : heterosexual — usually plural ■ gays and 
straights 

2 : a straight part of a racecourse : straightaway — usu¬ 
ally singular - He overtook them on the straight. 

3 : a hand of playing cards in poker that contains five cards 
in sequence (such as a five, a six, a seven, an eight, and a 
nine) 

the straight and narrow informal ; the way of living that is 
honest and morally proper ■ His wife keeps him on the 
straight and narrow. 

Straight—arm /'streit,ciam/ noun, pi -arms [count] Ameri¬ 
can football : the act of pushing another player away from 
you with the palm of your hand while your arm is fully ex¬ 
tended — called also stiff-arm 

- straight-arm verb -arms; -armed; -arm-ing [+ obj] ■ 
The ball-carrier straight-armed the tackier. 

Straight arrow noun, pi ~ -rows [count] US, informal : a 
person who is very honest and morally proper ■ He doesn’t 
drink or smoke. He’s a real straight arrow. 

1 Straight-away /,streit3'wei/ adv : without any delay : im¬ 
mediately ■ He found the information straightaway. 
2 Straight-away /'streita.wei/ noun, pi -aways [count] chief¬ 
ly US : a straight part of a racecourse — usually singular ■ 
He overtook them on the straightaway. 

Straight-edge /'streit,ccfe/ noun, pi -edg-es [count] : a 
piece of wood, metal, plastic, etc., with a straight edge that 
you use to make sure something (such as a line or surface) is 




straighten • strait 
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straight or to make straight lines or cuts 
Straight-en /'streitii/ verb -ens; -ened; -ending 

1 : to make (something) straight or to become straight [+ 
obj\ He straightened the bent antenna. • Straighten your legs. 

— often + out ■ You need to straighten out your legs for this 
stretch, [no obj ] The drooping flowers straightened in the 
rain. — often + out ■ The river curves and then straightens 
out again. 

2 [+ obj\ : to make (something) organized or tidy : to put 
(something) in order — usually + out or up • He took time to 
straighten out the papers on his desk. ■ They straightened up 
the house after the party. 

straighten out [phrasal verb] 1 straighten out (something) 
or straighten (something) out : to deal with (something) 
successfully ■ I need more time to straighten out my prob¬ 
lems. 2 a straighten out or straighten out (something) or 
straighten (something) out : to improve in behavior or 
condition ■ He straightened out after joining the army. ■ 
The problem will not straighten out on its own. ■ You need 
to straighten your life out. b straighten (someone) out or 
straighten out (someone) : to improve the behavior of 
(someone) ■ Her parents sent her to boarding school to 
straighten her out. 

straighten up [phrasal verb] 1 : to move your body to an 
upright position ■ Straighten up. There’s no excuse for 
slouching. 2 US : to improve in behavior • You need to 
straighten up, young man. 

— straight-en-er /'streitpa 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] She uses 
a straightener to make her hair straight, [noncount] a bot¬ 
tle of hair straightener 

Straight face noun, pi ~ faces [count] : a face that shows 
no emotion and especially no amusement ■ She lied with a 
straight face. ■ It was hard to keep a straight face. [=to not 
laugh or smile] ■ The students quickly put on straight faces 
as the teacher walked into the room. 

— straight-faced /'streit'feist/ adj • straight-faced lawyers • 
He told the story straight-faced. [=with a straight face] 

Straight flush noun, pi ~ flushes [count] : a hand of play¬ 
ing cards in poker that contains five cards of the same suit in 
sequence (such as a five, a six, a seven, an eight, and a nine of 
clubs) — compare royal flush 
Straight-for-Ward /,streit , foa'W3'd/ adi [more most ~] 

1 : easy to do or understand : not complicated • Using the 
computer program is fairly straightforward. • The instruc¬ 
tions are straightforward. 

2 : honest and open • He was very straightforward with us. ■ 
She gave a straightforward account of what happened. 

— straight-for-ward-ly adv ■ She spoke straightforwardly 
about what had happened. — straight-for-ward-ness 
noun [noncount] 

Straightjacket variant spelling of STRAITJACKET 
Straightlaced variant spelling of straitlaced 
Straight man noun, pi ~ men [count] : a member of a 
comedy team who says things that allow a partner to make 
jokes 

Straight-Out /'streit'aut/ adj : very clear and direct ■ Her 
answer was a straight-out no. 

Straight razor noun, pi —■ -zors [count] chiefly US : a razor 
that is enclosed in a case which forms a handle when the ra¬ 
zor is pulled out for use — called also (Brit) cut-throat razor 
Straight shooter noun, pi —■ -ers [count] US, informal : a 
person who is very honest ■ He’s a straight shooter who says 
what he thinks. 

Straight-Way /'streit'wei/ adv. old-fashioned : straight¬ 
away, immediately ■ I spotted them Straightway. 

1 Strain /'strein/ noun, pi strains 

1 : a feeling of stress and worry that you have because you 
are trying to do too much, are dealing with a difficult prob¬ 
lem, etc. [count] The work has been a strain on me. [=it has 
been stressful for me] ■ The strain of working and going to 
school full-time was too much for her. ■ He talked about the 
stresses and strains of owning a business. ■ The long hours 
at work have put/placed a strain on me. ■ She has been under 
a strain lately, [noncount] Help from other workers took 
some of the strain [= pressure] off me. ■ She has been under (a 
lot of) strain lately. ■ He is holding up under the strain. [=he is 
able to deal with the pressure] ■ He cracked/collapsed/buck¬ 
led under the strain. [=he was not able to deal with the pres¬ 
sure] 

2 : something that is very difficult to deal with and that 
causes harm or trouble [count] There are strains [-problems] 
in their relationship. • Being deeply in debt has been a strain 


[=burden] on our marriage. • The disagreement has put/ 
placed a strain on their friendship. • Sending their children 
to college has put/placed a strain on their finances, [non¬ 
count] Being in debt has been a source of strain on our mar¬ 
riage. ■ Their friendship is under strain. 

3 : a force that pulls or stretches something : stress 
[count] The cable is designed to withstand strains of more 
than four tons. — usually singular • The strain on the cables 
supporting the bridge is enormous. ■ The cables could not 
take the strain of the extra weight, [noncount] If there is too 
much strain on the cables they will snap. ■ Moving the piano 
will put/place too much strain on our back muscles. ■ The ca¬ 
ble broke under the strain. 

4 : an injury to a body part or muscle that is caused by too 
much tension, effort, or use [count] a leg/muscle strain 
[noncount] Long hours of study can cause eye strain. • Heavy 
lifting is a cause of muscle strain. 

- compare ^strain 

2 strain verb strains; strained; strain-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to injure (a body part or muscle) by too much ten¬ 
sion, use, or effort • I strained my back trying to lift the 
couch. ■ Too much computer work strains the eyes. ■ He 
strained a muscle in his leg. — compare sprain 

2 : to try very hard to do or get something [no obj] — often 
+ for ■ He was straining for air. [=he was struggling to 
breathe] — often followed by to + verb • He strained to open 
the jar. ■ She strained to sing the high notes. ■ The people in 
the back of the room strained to hear the speaker. [+ obj] I 
strained my ears to hear [=1 tried very hard to hear] what 
they were whispering. • I strained my eyes [=1 tried very hard 
to see] in the darkness. 

3 a : to be pulled or stretched in a forceful way [no obj] His 
muscles strained under the heavy weight. [+ obj] People 
were straining their necks [=were lifting their heads as high 
as they could by stretching their necks] to see the fight. — 
sometimes used figuratively ■ You are straining (the limits of) 
my patience with your nagging, b [no obj] : to pull hard on 
or push hard against something — + at or against ■ The dog 
strained at its leash. ■ His belly strained against the buttons of 
the shirt. — sometimes used figuratively ■ The kids were 
straining at the leash to get going. [=were very eager to get 
going] 

4 [+ obj] : to cause problems or trouble for (something) ■ The 
disagreement strained their relationship. • The rent has 
strained our finances. ■ The company is financially strained. 

5 [+ obj] : to separate a liquid from solid pieces by using a 
special device (called a strainer) ■ He strained the pasta. = He 
strained the water from the pasta. ■ She strained the gravy. = 
She strained the lumps out of the gravy. 

strain yourself 1 : to injure yourself by making your mus¬ 
cles do too much work • Don’t strain yourself trying to 
move the couch. 2 : to put a lot of physical or mental ef¬ 
fort into doing something ■ Don’t strain yourself trying to 
think of the answer. I can tell you what it is. 

3 strain noun, pi strains 

1 [count] : a group of closely related plants or animals : va¬ 
riety — often + of 9 a strong strain of wheat ■ a new strain of 
bacteria ■ This strain of mice is resistant to the disease. 

2 [count] literary + somewhat old-fashioned : a usually bad 
quality that someone or something has — usually singular; 
usually + of ■ There is a strain of snobbery in her. ■ There is a 
strain of madness in that family. 

3 [singular] formal + literacy : a small amount of something ■ 
There was a strain [-touch, trace] of sadness in his voice. 

4 [count] ; a kind or sort of something — usually + o/■ a dif¬ 
ferent strain of philosophy ■ a new strain of pop music 

5 strains [plural] formal : the musical sounds of someone or 
something ■ We relaxed to the strains of Chopin. ■ the strains 
of a. haip 

- compare Strain 
S trained /'streind/ adj 

1 : feeling or showing the effect of too much work, use, ef¬ 
fort, etc. ■ Her voice sounded strained. • a strained face 

2 : not natural and sincere : forced ■ a strained smile ■ He 
made a strained attempt at being polite. ■ His apology 
seemed strained. 

3 : not friendly and relaxed ■ Their relationship was strained. 
Strain-er /'straina 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a kitchen device 

that has many small holes and that is used to hold back solid 
pieces while a liquid passes through : sieve 
S trait /'streit/ noun, pi straits 
1 [count] : a narrow passage of water that connects two large 
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bodies of water ■ the Bering Strait — often plural • the Straits 
of Gibraltar 

2 straits [plural]: a very difficult situation • Her campaign is 
in desperate straits. ■ The company is in desperate financial 
straits. ■ The economy is in dire straits. 

Straitened /'streitnd/ adj, always used before a noun, for¬ 
mal : not having enough money : having less money than 
before ■ They live in straitened circumstances. 
Straitjack-et also straight-jack-et /'strei^cfezekat/ noun, 
pi -ets [count] : a jacket that has long arms which can be tied 
together behind someone’s back and that is used to control 
the movements of a violent prisoner or patient — sometimes 
used figuratively ■ He struggled to free himself from the 
straidacket of debt. 

Strait-laced or straight-laced /'streit'leist/ adj [more 
most ~]: very proper in manners, morals, or opinion • She is 
very straitlaced. 

1 Strand /'strand/ noun, pi strands [count] 

1 : a thin piece of thread, wire, hair, etc. ■ The strands were 
twisted together. — often + of • a strand of thread ■ The po¬ 
lice found a single strand of hair at the crime scene. 

2 : something that is long like a string — often +of • a strand 
of pearls ■ a strand of DNA 

3 : one of the parts of something that is very complicated — 
often + of • All the strands of the story’s plot are woven to¬ 
gether in the final chapter. ■ The police are slowly putting the 
strands of evidence together. 

- compare 3 strand 

2 strand verb strands; strand-ed; strand-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to leave (a person or animal) in a place without a way of 
leaving it — usually used as (be) stranded • She was stranded 
in a foreign city with no money. ■ They were stranded on a 
deserted island. ■ His car broke down, and he was stranded in 
the middle of nowhere. ■ Her flight was canceled, so she was 
left stranded at the airport. 

2 : to cause (something, such as a boat or a sea animal) to 
become stuck on land — usually used as (be) stranded ■ The 
ship was stranded on the sandbank. ■ a stranded [ =beached] 
whale 

3 baseball: to leave (a base runner) on base at the end of an 
inning ■ The team stranded 10 runners during the game. ■ 
Two base runners were left stranded at the end of the inning. 

3 Strand noun, pi strands [count]: the land along the edge of 
a sea, lake, etc. : a shore or beach ■ We walked along the 
strand. — compare 'strand 

Strange /'streincfe/ adj strang-er; strang-est [also more 
most ~] 

1 : different from what is usual, normal, or expected : ODD ■ 
Does his behavior seem strange to you? ■ Truth is sometimes 
stranger than fiction. ■ That is one of the strangest creatures I 
have ever seen. ■ What a .yfrange-looking animal. ■ There was 
something strange [= peculiar] about his new friend. ■ She got 
a strange [-weird] feeling when the phone rang. ■ He gave me 
a strange look. ■ Strange as it may seem, I don’t like walking 
barefoot on the grass. ■ It’s strange that nobody told me 
about this before. ■ It’s strange [= surprising ] how quickly a 
person’s opinion can change. ■ It is strange (that) he would 
leave town and not tell anybody. ■ That’s strange. He was 
here a minute ago. ■ The strange thing is that nobody saw 
him enter or leave the building. ■ A strange [=fiinny] thing 
happened to me on my way home. ■ For some strange rea¬ 
son, we thought you weren’t coming. [=it is strange that we 
thought you weren’t coming] ■ Strange to say [-strangely ], I 
was thinking the same thing. 

2 : not known, heard, or seen before : unfamiliar ■ Chil¬ 
dren are taught not to talk to strange people. ■ The language 
was strange to me. ■ a strange city/country 

3 not used before a noun : not entirely comfortable or well ■ 
He felt strange being the boss of people who were as old as 
his parents. • My stomach feels a little strange. ■ I began to 
feel strange, and then I fainted. 

— strange-ness /'streincfenas/ noun [noncount] ■ The 
strangeness of the dream puzzled me. 

Strange-ly /'streincfcli/ adv 

1 [more most ~] : in a strange way ■ He has been acting 
very strangely lately. • She had never been there before, but 
the place seemed strangely [-oddly] familiar to her. 

2 — used to say that something is strange or surprising ■ 
Strangely, my dad never asked me why I needed to borrow 
the car. ■ Strangely enough, he wasn’t disappointed that he 
didn't get the job. 

Strang-er /'streincfea 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 


1 : someone who you have not met before or do not know ■ 
Children are taught not to talk to strangers. • He is a com¬ 
plete/total/perfect stranger to me. 

2 : someone who has not experienced something — + to • He 
is a stranger to losing. [=he does not know what losing is like] 

— usually used in negative statements ■ She is no stranger to 
controversy. [=she has been involved in controversy before] 

3 : someone who is in a new and unfamiliar place ■ “Excuse 
me. Do you know where the library is?” “I’m sorry. I’m a 
stranger here myself.” ■ I’m a stranger to the area. 

4 informal a — used to greet someone you have not seen in 
a long time ■ Hello, stranger. I haven’t seen you in ages, b — 
used to say that you hope to see someone again soon ■ Don't 
be a stranger, now. Come back real soon. 

stran-gle /'straggal/ verb stran-gles; stran-gled; stran¬ 
gling [+ obj] 

1 : to kill (a person or animal) by squeezing the throat ■ He 
used a rope to strangle her (to death). = He strangled her (to 
death) with a rope. 

2 : to stop (something) from growing or developing ■ The 
weeds are strangling the plant. ■ The company is trying to 
strangle the smaller competition. 

— stran-gler /'straggler/ noun, pi -glers [count] • She was 
the first victim killed by the strangler. 

Strangled adj — used to describe a cry or other sound that 
stops suddenly or that seems strained because of tightness in 
the throat ■ She let out a strangled cry/sob. • He spoke in a 
strangled voice. 

Stran-gle-hold /'stragg3l,hoold/ noun, pi -holds [count] 

1 : an illegal hold in wrestling by which your opponent is 
choked 

2 : a force or influence that stops something from growing 
or developing — usually singular ■ He finally broke free 
from the stranglehold of his domineering parents. — often + 
on ■ The state has a stranglehold on the city’s finances. 

Stran-gu-la-tion Astraggja'leijan/ noun [noncount] : the 
act of killing someone by squeezing the throat : the act of 
strangling someone • The cause of death was strangulation. 

1 Strap /'strap/ noun, pi straps [count]: a narrow and usually 
flat piece of a material that is used for fastening, holding to¬ 
gether, or wrapping something ■ a bra/leather strap ■ a watch 
strap — see pictures at bag, shoe; see also bootstraps, 

JOCKSTRAP, SHOULDER STRAP, SPAGHETTI STRAP 

2 Strap verb straps; strapped; strap-ping [+ obj] 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to fasten 
(someone or something) by using a strap ■ We strapped our 
snowshoes on. ■ She climbed the mountain with a 40-pound 
pack strapped to her back. ■ She strapped the children in 
[=fastened the children’s seat belts] and drove away. ■ She 
made sure that both children were strapped in. 

2 chiefly Brit : to wrap (an injured or broken part of the 
body) with bandages — often + up • His broken leg will be 
strapped up for a long time. 

strap on the feedbag see feedbag 
Strap-less /'straplas/ adj - made or worn without straps 
over the shoulders ■ a strapless evening gown 
Strapped adj, informal : not having enough money : lack¬ 
ing money ■ The company is financially strapped and is ex¬ 
pected to file for bankruptcy. ■ I can’t go out tonight. I’m 
strapped for cash. 

Strapping adj, always used before a noun, of a person : tall, 
strong, and healthy ■ a strapping young man 
Strap-py /'strapi/ adj, always used before a noun : having 
straps ■ strappy sandals/shoes 
Strata plural of STRATUM 

Strat-a-gem /'stratacfcam/ noun, pi -gems [count] formal 
: a trick or plan for deceiving an enemy or for achieving a 
goal ■ a clever stratagem 

Stra-te-gic /stra'tiicfeik/ also stra-te-gi-cal /stra'tkcfeikal/ 
adj 

1 : of or relating to a general plan that is created to achieve a 
goal in war, politics, etc., usually over a long period of time • 
strategic planning/warfare ■ The bridges have great strategic 
value. ■ strategic maneuvers [=maneuvers that are done as 
part of a general strategy] ■ strategic bombing ■ a strategic re¬ 
treat [=a retreat that is done in order to help accomplish a 
general plan] ■ strategic nuclear weapons [=powerful nuclear 
weapons that are designed to be used against targets that are 
chosen as part of a general plan to defeat an enemy rather 
than in an attempt to win a specific battle] 

2 : useful or important in achieving a plan or strategy ■ The 
hill is located at a strategic position. ■ a strategic location 
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— stra-te-gi-cal-ly /stra'ti.cfeikli/ adv ■ strategically placed 
armies ■ The road is strategically located. 

strat-e-gist /'straetacfeist/ noun, pi -gists [count] : a person 
who is skilled in making plans for achieving a goal : some¬ 
one who is good at forming strategies ■ military/political/ 
campaign strategists 

strat*e*gize /'straeta.ffeaiz/ verb -giz-es; -gized; -giz-ing 

[no obj ] US : to make a plan for achieving a goal and espe¬ 
cially a military or political goal: to form a strategy ■ The or¬ 
ganization strategies for Republican candidates. 
Strat«e«qy /'straetstfei/ noun, pi -gies 

1 [count] : a careful plan or method for achieving a particu¬ 
lar goal usually over a long period of time • They are propos¬ 
ing a new strategy for treating the disease with a combination 
of medications. ■ The government is developing innovative 
strategies to help people without insurance get medical care. 
■ marketing/business/investment/defense strategies 

2 [noncount] : the skill of making or carrying out plans to 
achieve a goal ■ a specialist in campaign/military strategy 

stratd.fi.ca-tion Astraetafa'keijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count, noncount] : the state of being divided into social 
classes ■ social stratification/stratifications 

2 [noncount] technical : the state of having many layers ■ the 
stratification of the Earth’s crust 

Strat-i'fied /'straeta^aid/ adj 

1 : arranged or formed in layers ■ stratified rock 

2 [more most ~]: divided into social classes ■ stratified so¬ 
cieties 

stratosphere / , str^et^ 1 sfi^•/ noun 
the stratosphere 1 : the upper layer of the Earth’s atmo¬ 
sphere that begins about 7 miles (11 kilometers) above the 
Earth’s surface and ends about 30 miles (50 kilometers) 
above the Earth’s surface 2 : a very high position, level, 
or amount ■ Tuition at many colleges has soared into the 
stratosphere. [=has become extremely expensive] ■ His ca¬ 
reer is clearly headed for the stratosphere. 

Stra*tum /'streitam, Brit 'straitam/ noun, pi stra-ta /'streita, 
Brit 'streets/ [count] 

1 : one of usually many layers of a substance (such as rock) ■ 
a rock stratum ■ a stratum of earth 

2 : a level of society made up of people of the same rank or 
position ■ Drug abuse is a problem in every stratum of soci¬ 
ety. = Drug abuse is a problem in all social strata. 

Straw /'stra:/ noun, pi straws 

1 a [noncount] : the dry stems of wheat and other grain 
plants ■ a bed/pile of straw — often used before another 
noun ■ a straw hat/mat b [count] : a single dry stem of a 
grain plant "He was chewing on a straw. 

2 [count] : a thin tube used for sucking up a drink ■ He asked 
for a straw for his iced tea. ■ She drank the juice through a 
straw. 

clutch/grasp at straws : to try to solve a problem by doing 
things that probably will not help ■ I asked her for a loan. I 
didn’t think she’d agree, but at that point I was grasping at 
straws. 

draw straws see 'draw 

straw in the wind : a sign of what might come in the future 
• A few straws in the wind —such as increased tourism and 
shopping—suggest that the economy is improving. 
the final/last straw or the straw that breaks/broke the 
camel’s back : the last in a series of bad things that hap¬ 
pen to make someone very upset, angry, etc. ■ It had been 
a difficult week, so when the car broke down, it was the 
last straw. 

straw-ber-ry /■straijberi, Brit 'stro:bri/ noun, pi -ries 
[count] : a soft, juicy red fruit that grows on a low plant with 
white flowers ■ We picked strawberries. — often used before 
another noun ■ a strawberry plant ■ strawberry jam/preserves/ 
sauce — see color picture on page C5 
strawberry blonde or strawberry blond noun, pi ~ 
blondes or ~ blonds [count] : a person who has reddish- 
blond hair 

- strawberry blonde or strawberry blond adj ■ straw¬ 
berry blonde hair 

Strawberry mark noun, pi marks [count] : a red mark 
on a person’s skin : a red birthmark 
Straw-colored ( US ) or Brit straw-coloured adj : light 
yellow in color : like the color of straw ■ straw-colored hair 
Straw man noun, pi ~ men [count] US : a weak or imagi¬ 
nary argument or opponent that is set up to be easily defeat¬ 
ed — called also ( chiefly Brit ) man of straw 
Straw poll noun, pi ~ polls [count] : an informal and unof¬ 


ficial poll or vote that is done to get information about what 
people think about something — called also ( US ) straw vote 
"'stray /'strei/ verb strays; strayed; stray.ing [no obj] : to 
go in a direction that is away from a group or from the place 
where you should be ■ Two cows strayed [=wandered] into 
the woods. ■ The airplane strayed off course. — often + from 
■ She strayed fi-om the group and got lost. ■ Her eyes strayed 
from her computer to the window. [=she stopped looking at 
her computer and began looking at/out the window] — of¬ 
ten used figuratively ■ She never strayed [^deviated] fi-om the 
path her parents envisioned for her. ■ The menu at their 
house rarely strays (too) far from meat and potatoes. ■ The 
class discussion strayed [=deviated]jrom the original topic. ■ a 
straying husband [=a husband who has sexual relations with 
a woman who is not his wife] 

2 Stray adj, always used before a noun 

1 of an animal : lost or having no home ■ a stray cat/dog 

2 : separated from another or others of the same kind ■ a 
stray sock 

3 : not in or going in the proper or intended place ■ a few 
stray hairs ■ He was hit by a stray bullet. [=a bullet that was 
supposed to go somewhere else] 

3 stray noun, pi strays [count] 

1 : an animal (such as a cat or dog) that is lost or has no 
home ■ Both of her cats were strays that she found wander¬ 
ing in the neighborhood. 

2 : a person or thing that is separated from a group ■ I 
matched up the socks in the laundry but I was left with one 
stray. [=one extra sock] 

1 Streak /'stri:k/ noun, pi streaks [count] 

1 : a long, thin mark that is a different color from its back¬ 
ground ■ He left streaks where he wiped the glass. ■ The min¬ 
ers had streaks of coal dust on their faces. 

2 : a quality that is noticeable especially because it is differ¬ 
ent from a person’s other qualities — usually singular ■ a 
streak of stubbornness = a stubborn streak ■ She has an ad¬ 
venturous/competitive streak in her. ■ He has a mean streak. 
[=a tendency to be mean] 

3 : a period of repeated success or failure ■ a lucky streak ■ a 
streak of 11 straight victories ■ a winning/losing streak [=a se¬ 
ries of wins/losses] ■ The team has recently been on a hot 
streak. [=the team has been winning a lot of games recently] 

4 : a long, narrow area or flash of light ■ a. streak of lightning/ 
light 

2 streak verb streaks; streaked; streak-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to make long lines of a different color on or in 
(something) ■ Tears streaked her face. — often used as (be) 
streaked with ■ Her face was streaked with tears. ■ Her hair is 
streaked with gray. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to go 
or move very quickly ■ A shooting star streaked across the 
sky. • A skateboarder streaked past us. 

3 [no obj] : to run through a public place naked in order to 
get attention 

Streakier /‘strr.ka 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who 
runs through a public place naked in order to get attention ■ 
The ceremony was interrupted when a streaker ran across 
the stage. 

Streaky /*stri:ki/ adj streak-i-er; -est [also more most 
~] 

1 : having or showing streaks ■ streaky windows 

2 chiefly US : good or successful at some times and bad or 
unsuccessful at others : not reliably or consistently good ■ a 
streaky player/golfer ■ The team’s play has been very streaky 
this year. [=the team has played very well at times and very 
badly at other times] 

1 Stream /'striim/ noun, pi streams [count] 

1 : a natural flow of water that is smaller than a river ■ a 
mountain stream ■ A stream flows/runs through the field. 
— compare river 

2 : any flow of liquid or gas — often + of a a stream of urine ■ 
A stream of cold air came in through the crack. — see also 

BLOODSTREAM, JET STREAM, SLIPSTREAM 

3 : a continuous flow of people or things — usually + of m a 
stream of words ■ The island is visited by a continuous/con¬ 
stant/steady stream of tourists. ■ an endless stream of traffic 

4 Brit : 'track 8 

on stream chiefly Brit : in or into a working or functioning 
state : in or into operation ■ This week the new factory 
came on stream. [=on line] 

2 stream verb streams; streamed; stream-ing 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
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move in a steady flow ■ Tears streamed down his cheeks. ■ I 
could feel the cold air streaming in through the crack in the 
window. ■ Sunlight was streaming in through the window. ■ 
rays of light streaming through the clouds 

2 of the body or a body part a : to produce a liquid continu¬ 
ously and often in large amounts [no obj] — usually + with ■ 
Her eyes were streaming with tears. [+ obj\ Her eyes 
streamed tears, b [no obj\ : to be or become wet with a liq¬ 
uid ■ His face streamed with sweat. 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj\ : to 
come or flow continuously to a place in large numbers ■ Peo¬ 
ple streamed into the hall. ■ Immigrants streamed into the 
country. ■ Hundreds of letters streamed in from listeners. 

4 [no obj\ : to move freely in one direction especially in wind 
or water ■ Her long hair streamed behind her as she ran. 

5 [+ obj] Brit: to group students in a particular grade accord¬ 
ing to their abilities and needs : track ■ Children were 
streamed according to ability. 

Stream-er /'Struma 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a long, narrow piece of colored paper or plastic that is 
used as a decoration 

2 : a long, narrow flag 

Streaming /'stri:mig/ adj, computers : playing continuous¬ 
ly as data is sent to a computer over the Internet ■ streaming 
audio/media/video 

streanvline /'stri.m.lain/ verb -lines; -lined; -liming [+ 

obj 1 

1 : to design or make (something, such as a boat or car) with 
a smooth shape which makes motion through water or air 
easier ■ The manufacturer has streamlined the car’s design. 

2 : to make (something) simpler, more effective, or more 
productive ■ The business is looking for ways to streamline 
production/operations. 

— streamlined /'stri:m,lamd/ adj [more most— ] ■ a very 

streamlined car/design 

Stream of consciousness noun [noncount] : the con¬ 
tinuous series of thoughts that occur in someone’s mind es¬ 
pecially when they are expressed in writing as a constant 
flow of words ■ the narrator’s stream of consciousness 
1 Street /'strut/ noun, pi streets [count] 

1 : a road in a city or town that has houses or other buildings 
on one or both sides ■ They live on a busy/residential street. ■ 
a deserted street ■ a dead-end/one-way street ■ You should 
look both ways before crossing the street. ■ Trash littered the 
streets. ■ The police car cruised up/down the street. ■ People 
don’t feel safe walking the streets (of the city) at night. 
[=don’t feel safe walking outside in the city at night] ■ our 
neighbor down the street [=our neighbor who lives farther 
down on our street] ■ They live across the street (from us). 
[=they live across from us on the other side of the street] ■ 


Many of our customers walk in off the street without having 
heard of us before. ■ Angry citizens took to the streets 
[=went outside on the streets] to protest the war. "He lost his 
job and eventually was living on the street(s). [=was home¬ 
less] — often used in names • The store is at 84th Street and 
35th Avenue. ■ My address is 156 Elm Street. — sometimes 
used figuratively ■ Word on the street is that the company is 
going out of business. [=people are saying that the company 
is going out of business] — see also easy street, fleet 
STREET, HIGH STREET, MAIN STREET, WALL STREET 
2 informal : a poor part of a city where there is a lot of crime 
— usually plural ■ He is from the streets. ■ the raw language 
of the streets 
hit the streets see ‘hit 
pound the streets see 2 pound 

streets ahead of Brit, informal : much better than (other 
people or things) ■ She is streets ahead of the other stu¬ 
dents. 

the man in the street see 'man 

up someone’s street Brit, informal : suited to someone’s 
tastes or abilities ■ The job is right up his street. [=the job 
suits him very well] ■ Working with animals is right up her 
street, [-{chiefly US) right up her alley] 

2 Street adj, always used before a noun 

1 : of or relating to streets ■ a street map ■ the store’s street ad¬ 
dress ■ poor street lighting ■ I saw him standing on the street 
corner [=the area of the sidewalk where two streets meet] 
waiting for the bus. ■ Our apartment is at street level. [=our 
apartment is on the ground floor of the building] 

2 : occurring, performing, working, or living on a street or 
sidewalk ■ street fighting/musicians/vendors ■ a street fair/ 
demonstration ■ street people [=homeless people] 

3 : of, relating to, or characteristic of a poor part of a city 
where there is a lot of crime ■ street drugs/crime/culture/ 
gangs/slang 

Street-car /'strii^kaay noun, pi -cars [count] US : a vehicle 
that travels on streets on metal tracks and that is used for 
carrying passengers — called also {chiefly Brit ) tram 

Street clothes noun [noncount] : the ordinary clothes that 
people wear in public ■ She changed out of her uniform and 
into her street clothes. 

Street cred noun [noncount] informal : the acceptance and 
respect of people who live in poor city neighborhoods ■ the 
tough neighborhood where he earned his street cred 

Street hockey noun [noncount] chiefly US : a game like ice 
hockey that is played on a hard surface using hockey sticks 
and a small ball 

Street-light /'stri:t,lait/ noun, pi -lights [count] : a light on 
a tall pole next to a public road — called also street lamp-, see 
picture at street 
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street-smart / l stri:t,sma»t/ adj [more most ~] chiefly 
US : streetwise ■ street-smart teenagers 
Street smarts noun [plural] chiefly US : the knowledge 
needed to survive in difficult and dangerous places or situa¬ 
tions in a city 

Street*walk*er /'striitiWaika 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a pros¬ 
titute who finds customers by walking around in the streets 
street-wise /'stri:t,waiz/ adj [more most ~] : having the 
knowledge needed to survive in difficult and dangerous plac¬ 
es or situations in a city ■ a smart, streetwise cop 
Strength AtrerjkB/ noun, pi strengths 
1 [noncount] : the quality or state of being physically strong ■ 

1 don’t have enough strength [=I’m not strong enough] to lift 
the box by myself. ■ I was impressed by his strength. ■ She’s 
doing exercises to build up the strength in her legs. ■ Don’t 
work too hard. You need to conserve/save your strength for 
tomorrow. ■ Pull-ups increase upper body strength. ■ muscu¬ 
lar strength • Working on a farm requires a lot of physical 
strength. - He didn’t mean to knock you down; he just 
doesn’t know his own strength. [=doesn’t realize how strong 
he really is] • She hit the ball with all her strength. [=she hit 
the ball as hard as she could] - She goes to the gym for 
strength training. [=activities that make muscles stronger] 

2 [noncount] : the ability to resist being moved or broken by 
a force • the strength and durability of the material ■ bone 
strength 

3 [noncount] : the quality that allows someone to deal with 
problems in a determined and effective way ■ I pray that I’ll 
have the strength to do what I have to do. ■ moral strength ■ 
His determination shows real strength of character. ■ Her in¬ 
ner strength is an inspiration to us all. 

4 [count] : a quality or feature that makes someone or some¬ 
thing effective or useful ■ Her greatest strength is her keen at¬ 
tention to details. ■ We talked about the strengths and weak¬ 
nesses [=the good parts and bad parts] of the movie. 
— opposite WEAKNESS 

5 [noncount] : the power or influence of a group, organiza¬ 
tion, etc. ■ The antiwar movement is gathering/gaining 
strength. [=is becoming stronger and more effective] ■ The 
country has great military/economic strength. • There is 
strength in numbers. [=a group of people has more influence 
or power than one person] ■ We are negotiating from a posi¬ 
tion of strength. [=from a strong position; from a position 
that gives us an advantage] ■ The strike was intended as a 
show of strength by the union’s leaders. 

6 [noncount] — used to describe how strong or deeply held 
an emotion or opinion is • The strength of their feelings in¬ 
spired us all. = Their strength of feeling inspired us all. ■ I was 
impressed by the strength of her convictions. 

7 — used to describe how powerful something is [noncount] 
the strength of the wind ■ This device measures the strength of 
radio signals. ■ maximum/regular/extra strength cough syrup 

■ industrial-s/rengf/i floor cleaner ■ The cleaning solution 
should be used at half -strength, [count] medicines that come 
in lower strengths 

8 [noncount] : the number of people in a group, army, team, 
etc. ■ The battle cost the army about a quarter of its strength. 

■ Now that the quarterback has recovered from his injury, 
this week the team will be functioning at full strength again. 
[=the team will have all its players again] ■ We’re only at half 
strength today. [=only half the usual number of people are 
here today] ■ ( chiefly Brit ) The team is under/below strength 
today. [=the team does not have all of its players today] ■ The 
enemies attacked in strength. [=in great numbers] 

9 [noncount] a ; the value of a country’s money when it is 
compared to money from other countries ■ the strength of 
the U.S. dollar b : the financial condition of something ■ 
measuring the strength of the economy/market 

go from strength to strength : to become better or more 
successful as time passes ■ Her career as a lawyer continues 
to go from strength to strength. 

on the strength of : because of the influence of (some¬ 
thing) ■ I went and saw the film on the strength o/his rec¬ 
ommendation. 

pillar of strength see pillar 
tower of strength see ‘tower 
Strenqth-en /'strerjkean/ verb -ens; -ened; -en-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to make (someone or something) stronger, more 
forceful, more effective, etc. ■ These exercises will strengthen 
your stomach muscles. ■ He takes herbs to strengthen his im¬ 
mune system. ■ The development of new electronic products 
has strengthened the company’s position as the leader in dig¬ 


ital technology. ■ Holidays often serve to strengthen bonds 
between family members. ■ Their financial situation strength¬ 
ened her determination to find a new career. ■ The team has 
been strengthened by the addition of several new players. 

2 [no obj] : to become stronger, more forceful, more effec¬ 
tive, etc. ■ The winds are expected to strengthen. • The storm 
is continuing to strengthen [=to become more powerful] as it 
approaches land. ■ Her determination has strengthened. ■ The 
economy is slowly strengthening. 

3 of money : to increase in value when compared to money 
from other countries [no obj] The Canadian dollar is 
strengthening against the U.S. dollar. [+ obj] The trade re¬ 
strictions will strengthen the pound. — opposite weaken 

Stren-U-OUS /'strenjawas/ adj [more most ~] : requiring 
or showing great energy and effort * Avoid all strenuous exer¬ 
cise until the sprain heals. ■ a strenuous climb ■ Today has 
been a very strenuous day. ■ strenuous efforts • The proposal 
has faced strenuous opposition. 

- stren-u-ous-ly adv 

Strep throat /'strep-/ noun [noncount] US, medical : a pain¬ 
ful infection of the throat caused by streptococcus bacteria ■ 
He has strep throat. — called also strep 

Strep-tO-COC-CUS Astrepta'kaikas/ noun, pi -COC'Ci 
/-'ka:,kai/ [count] medical : a type of bacteria that causes 
diseases in people and animals 
1 Stress /'stres/ noun, pi stress-es 

1 a [noncount] : a state of mental tension and worry caused 
by problems in your life, work, etc. ■ She uses meditation as 
a way of reducing/relieving stress. ■ Hormones are released 
into the body in response to emotional stress. ■ He needs help 
with stress management [=ways to deal with stress] b 
: something that causes strong feelings of worry or anxiety 
[noncount] I’m sorry for being grumpy. I’ve been under (a lot 
of) stress at work lately, [count] She is dealing with the 
stresses of working full-time and going to school. • He talked 
about the stresses and strains of owning a business. 

2 : physical force or pressure [noncount] Carrying a heavy 
backpack around all day puts a lot of stress on your shoul¬ 
ders and back. ■ To reduce the amount of stress on your 
back, bend your knees when you lift something heavy. ■ The 
ship's mast snapped under the stress of high winds, [count] 
measuring the effects of stresses on the material 

3 [noncount] : special importance or attention that is given 
to something ■ The teacher laid/put stress on [= emphasized] 
the need for good study habits. 

4 : greater loudness or force given to a syllable of a word in 
speech or to a beat in music [noncount] Stress falls on the 
first syllable of the word “language.” [count]Stresses fall on 
different beats in different parts of the song. ■ The stress [ac¬ 
cent] is on the first syllable. 

2 stress verb stresses; stressed; stress-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to give special attention to (something) ■ The den¬ 
tist repeatedly stressed [=< emphasized] the importance of 
flossing regularly. ■ The union stressed the need for stricter 
safety standards. ■ The risks involved in the procedure 
should/must be stressed. 

2 [+ obj] : to pronounce (a syllable or word) in a louder or 
more forceful way than other syllables or words ■ Some peo¬ 
ple stress the second syllable of “harassment,” while others 
stress the first. ■ When she said, “We need lots of money," she 
stressed the word “lots.” 

3 US, informal : to feel very worried or anxious about some¬ 
thing : to feel stress [no obj] It’s not an important decision 
and it isn’t worth stressing over. ■ You don’t need to stress 
[stress out] about the exam. You’ll do fine. [+ obj] Not hav¬ 
ing a clear plan was stressing me. [stressing me out] 
stress out [phrasal verb] stress out or stress (someone) out 

or stress out (someone) informal : to feel very worried or 
anxious or to make (someone) feel very worried or anx¬ 
ious ■ I hate being around her when she’s stressing out. ■ 
Work is stressing him out. 
stressed /'strest/ adj 

1 [more most —] : feeling very worried or anxious ■ He 
was feeling pretty stressed about the deadline. — often + out 
• They were stressed out. 

2 technical : having a lot of physical pressure or force on it ■ 
stressed beams 

Stress fracture noun, pi — -tures [count] medical : a 
crack on the surface of a bone caused by repeated pressure ■ 
The gymnast developed a stress fracture in her ankle. 

StreSS-ful /'stresfal/ adj [more most ~] : full of or caus¬ 
ing stress : making you feel worried or anxious ■ I had a 
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stressful day at work today. ■ a stressful situation/event/job 
Stress mark noun, pi ~ marks [count] : a mark (such as 1 
or |) used to show the part of a word that should be given 
greater stress when it is spoken 
stress-or /'stresa7 noun, pi -ors [count] : something that 
makes you worried or anxious : a source of stress ■ Credit 
card debt is a major stressor in her life. 

Stress test noun, pi ~ tests [count] : a test to show how 
strong something is; especially : a medical test to show how 
strong and healthy your heart is during a period of exercise 
1 Stretch /'stretf/ verb stretch-es; stretched; stretching 

1 a [+ obj] : to make (something) wider or longer by pulling 
it ■ Don’t yank on my sweater. You’ll stretch it. ■ I’m trying to 
stretch (out) the wool hat that shrank in the wash. ■ Carefully 
stretch the dough, b [no obj] : to become longer or wider 
when pulled ■ The elastic waistband of my pants won’t 
stretch any more. ■ jeans/pants that stretch • The material/ 
fabric stretches. 

2 a : to put your arms, legs, etc., in positions that make the 
muscles long and tight [no obj] It’s important to stretch be¬ 
fore you exercise. • The baby stretched and yawned. [+ obj] 
She woke up and stretched her arms above her head. ■ These 
exercises stretch (the muscles of) your lower back, b always 
followed by an adverb or preposition : to extend your arm, 
leg, etc., in order to reach something [no obj] She stretched 
over us to open the window. — often + out ■ Her hand 
stretched out toward him. [=she reached toward him with her 
hand] [+ obj] She stretched her hand toward him. — often + 
out ■ She stretched out her hand. 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj] : to pull 
(something) so that it becomes flat and smooth and goes 
across a surface or area ■ She stretched the canvas over the 
wooden frame. • The T-shirt was stretched tight over his bel¬ 
ly. ■ A big banner was stretched across the doorway. 

4 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] a : to 
continue for a specified distance : to extend over an area ■ 
The cornfields stretch as far as the eye can see. ■ The restau¬ 
rant chain began in Chicago but now stretches to the West 
Coast. — used to describe how long something is ■ The 
horse’s tail stretches three and a half feet from base to end. 
b : to continue over a period of time ■ Her interest in art 
stretches back to her childhood. [=she has been interested in 
art since she was a child] ■ Construction that began in late 
April stretched [= continued] into June. 

5 [+ obj] : to say something that is not exactly true ■ He was 
stretching the truth [=exaggerating] to make the story more 
interesting. ■ Although it may be stretching a point ^exag¬ 
gerating slightly] to say that this was his best win ever, it was 
nevertheless impressive. ■ ( informal) She’s a good musician 
but comparing her to the legends is stretching it [=she’s 
good but she can’t really be compared to the legends] ■ ( in¬ 
formal) It’s stretching things to say that she enjoys his visits. 
[=she doesn’t really enjoy his visits] 

6 [+ obj] a : to cause or force (something) to be used for a 
longer time or for more purposes than originally planned or 
expected ■ They were forced to stretch their food supplies. ■ 
The unexpected expenses have stretched their budget to the 
breaking point. • The country is stretching its military forces 
to the limit. — often + out • They were forced to stretch out 
their food supplies for another week, b : to cause (some¬ 
thing, such as a rule) to have a meaning or purpose that is 
different from what was originally intended ■ He is clearly 
stretching the rules in his favor. [=he is doing something that 
is not really allowed by the rules] ■ The clause was stretched 
beyond its original meaning. C — used figuratively in vari¬ 
ous phrases ■ Her bad behavior is stretching my patience (to 
the limit). [=is causing me to lose patience] ■ His explanation 
stretches credulity. [=is hard to believe] 

7 [+ obj] : to require (someone) to use a lot of effort, ability, 
skill, etc., in order to succeed ■ The work doesn’t stretch me 
intellectually. [=the work is too easy for me; the work is not 
intellectually challenging] 

stretch out [phrasal verb] stretch out or stretch (yourself) 
out : to extend your body in a flat position : to spread out 
in a relaxed position ■ She stretched out on the bed. ■ He 
stretched himself out on the couch. — often used as (be) 
stretched out ■ He way (lying) stretched out on the couch. 
— see also Stretch 2b, 6a (above) 
stretch your legs informal : to stand up and walk especially 
after sitting for a long period of time 
— stretch-able /'stretf sbal/ adj • a.stretchable fabric 
2 stretch noun , pi stretches 


1 [count] : a continuous area or length of land or water ■ a 
60-mile stretch of beach ■ an open stretch of highway/road 

2 [count] a : a continuous period of time ■ We sat silently 
for a long/short/brief stretch (of time). • She can sit and read 
for hours at a stretch. [=at one time without stopping] b in¬ 
formal : a period of time spent in prison — usually singular • 
He just got out of prison after a six-year stretch. 

3 ; an act of stretching your body or part of your body 
[count] These are good stretches for your leg muscles. ■ I al¬ 
ways spend a few minutes doing stretches before I exercise. 
[noncount] I can feel the stretch in the back of my legs. 

4 the stretch : the final straight part of a racecourse before 
the finish line ■ the horses are in the (final) stretch — often 
used figuratively ■ They won some crucial games down the 
stretch. [=in the last part of the season] ■ She’s in the final 
stretch. The baby’s due next month. — see also home¬ 
stretch 

5 [noncount] : the ability to be stretched without breaking or 
being tom ■ material with a lot of stretch 

6 [singular] chiefly US a : something that requires a special 
effort to be done : something that is beyond a person’s usual 
abilities ■ Portraying a famous actress was not much of a 
stretch [= challenge] for the popular movie star, b : a state¬ 
ment, description, etc., that is not strictly true or accurate ■ 
Some people think it’s a stretch to call Ashing a sport. 

at full stretch Brit, informal : with as much effort as possi¬ 
ble ■ The medical team worked at fall stretch, 
by any/no stretch of the Imagination — used to empha¬ 
size that something is not true, does not happen, etc. ■ 
They’re not wealthy by any stretch of the imagination. 
[=they’re not wealthy at all] ■ By no stretch of the imagina¬ 
tion does the factory operate efficiently. [=the factory does 
not operate at all efficiently] 

the seventh-inning stretch baseball : the time between the 
two halves of the seventh inning when the people watching 
a game traditionally stand up and stretch their legs 
3 Stretch adj, always used before a noun : made to stretch eas¬ 
ily and then return to the original shape and size • stretch 
socks/pants 

1 stretch-er /'stretf »/ 

noun, pi -ers [count] : a 
device that is made of a 
long piece of thick cloth 
stretched between two 
poles and that is used for 
carrying an injured or 
dead person ■ They car¬ 
ried her out to the ambu¬ 
lance on a stretcher. 
z stretcher verb -ers; 

-ered; -er-ing [+ obj] Brit : to carry (someone) on a stretch¬ 
er — often used as (be) stretchered ■ The injured player was 
stretchered off the field. 

Stretch limo noun, pi ~ lim-os [count] : a very large and 
fancy car that is longer than standard cars and that is driven 
by a professional driver ■ The chauffeur drove her to the 
wedding in a stretch limo. — called also stretch limousine 
Stretch marks noun [plural] : long marks on the skin left 
after the skin has been stretched especially by pregnancy 
Stretchy /'stretfi/ adj stretch-i-er; -est [also more most 
~] : able to stretch and then return to the original size and 
shape • a tight stretchy shirt ■ The fabric is very stretchy. 
Strew /'stru:/ verb strews; strewed; strewed or strewn 
/'strum/; strew-ing [+obj] 

1 : to spread or scatter things over or on the ground or some 
other surface ■ She strewed the birdseed on the ground. ■ He 
strewed fresh hay on the floors of the stable. = He strewed the 
floors of the stable with fresh hay. — often used as (be) 
strewed/strewn • The children’s toys were strewed [=.scattered] 
all around the room. [=were lying in different places all 
around the room] ■ The park was strewn with litter. [=there 
was litter scattered throughout the park] — often used figu¬ 
ratively ■ Her stories are strewn with cliches. [=her stories 
have many cliches] 

2 literary : to lie on or cover (something) ■ Leaves strewed the 
ground. 

Stri*at*ed /'strai,eit3d/ adj, technical : having lines, bands, 
or grooves ■ striated muscle tissue 

— stri-a-tion /strai'eifan/ noun, pi -tions [count, noncount] 
Stricken /'strikan/ adj : powerfully affected by disease, 
trouble, sorrow, etc. • I saw her stricken face looking up at 
us. — often + by or with ■ He was too stricken by embarrass- 
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ment to speak. ■ a nation stricken with grief ■ She had been 
stricken with polio as a child. — often used in combination ■ 
disease-stricken villages — see also grief-stricken, panic- 
stricken, POVERTY-STRICKEN, ‘STRIKE 

Strict /‘strikt/ adj stricter; -est [also more most ~] 

1 — used to describe a command, rule, etc., that must be 
obeyed ■ strict rules/laws/regulations ■ They want to impose 
strict limits on government spending. ■ We are under strict or¬ 
ders not to leave the prisoner alone. 

2 : demanding that people obey rules or behave in a certain 
way • a strict teacher ■ Her parents aren’t very strict. 

3 a : carefully obeying the rules or principles of a religion or 
a particular way of life ■ a strict Hindu ■ a strict vegetarian b 
: complete or thorough ■ This project requires strict [= abso¬ 
lute ] secrecy. • He insists on strict adherence to the rules. 

4 : completely correct : exact or precise ■ He’s not a volun¬ 
teer in the strict/strictest sense (of the word) [=he is not real¬ 
ly a volunteer] because he receives a small stipend. 

— strict-ly /'stnktli/ adv ■ The speed limit is strictly en¬ 
forced. ■ Smoking is strictly forbidden/prohibited. ■ From a 
strictly practical perspective, this is the best way of doing 
things. ■ She follows a strictly vegetarian diet. ■ All personal 
information is kept strictly confidential. ■ Strictly speaking, 
the book is not a novel but a series of short stories. 
— strictness /'striktnas/ noun [ noncount ] 

Stricture /'stnktfa 1 / noun, pi -tures [count] formal 

1 : a law or rule that limits or controls something : restric¬ 
tion ■ moral strictures — often + against or on • strictures on/ 
against the sale and possession of weapons 

2 : a strong criticism — usually plural ■ I don’t agree with all 
of her strictures on the state of contemporary literature. 

1 Stride /'straid/ verb, always followed by an adverb or preposi¬ 
tion strides; strode /'stroud/; stridden /'stridn/; strid¬ 
ing /'straidirj/ [no obj ] : to walk with very long steps ■ She 
strode across the room towards me. 

2 Stride noun, pi strides [count] 

1 a : a long step ■ She crossed the room in only a few strides. 

■ As he ran down the field, the defender kept up with him 
stride for stride. [=the defender ran next to him at the same 
speed] — sometimes used figuratively ■ The company has 
matched its competitors stride for stride. [=has not fallen be¬ 
hind its competitors] b : the distance covered by a long step 

■ He was standing only a few strides away from me. 

2 : a way of walking • He has a distinctive bouncy stride. ■ 
She entered the room with a confident stride. 

3 : a change or improvement that brings someone closer to a 
goal — usually plural ■ Great strides [= advances ] have been 
made in the control of tuberculosis. ■ The patient is making 
strides toward a complete recovery. 

break (your) stride chiefly US : to stop walking or running 
in a regular and steady way ■ He caught the ball and passed 
it to a teammate without breaking stride. — often used fig¬ 
uratively ■ She graduated from college, went to law school, 
and without breaking stride joined a successful law firm. 
hit your stride (US) or Brit get into your stride : to begin 
to do something in a confident and effective way after 
starting slowly ■ Both teams seem to have hit their stride in 
the second half. 

off stride If you are walking or running and someone or 
something (chiefly US) throws/knocks you off (your) stride 
or (chiefly Brit) puts you off your stride, you are unable to 
continue walking or running steadily. ■ Another runner 
bumped into him and threw/knocked him off his stride. 
These phrases are often used figuratively. ■ She was sur¬ 
prised and thrown off stride [= thrown off balance ] by the un¬ 
expected question. ■ He was working steadily until an in¬ 
terruption put him off his stride, 
take (something) in stride (US) or Brit take (something) 
in your stride : to deal with (something difficult or upset¬ 
ting) in a calm way ■ I thought she’d be upset, but she has 
taken the news in stride. 

Strident /'straidnt/ adi [more most ~] 

1 : sounding harsh and unpleasant ■ The strident tone in his 
voice revealed his anger. ■ a strident voice 

2 : expressing opinions or criticism in a very forceful and of¬ 
ten annoying or unpleasant way ■ strident critics/slogans 

— stri*den*cy /'straidnsi/ noun [noncount] — stri-dent-ly 
adv 

Strife /'straif/ noun [noncount] formal: very angry or violent 
disagreement between two or more people or groups ■ polit¬ 
ical/religious strife ■ civil strife 

’strike/'straik/ verb strikes; struck /'strAk/; struck also 


strick-en /'strikari/; striking /'straikiu/ 

1 [+ obj] a : to hit (someone or something) in a forceful way 
■ The ship struck an iceberg. ■ The car struck the tree. ■ The 
bullet struck him in the leg. ■ The cyclist was struck by a car. ■ 
The tree was struck by lightning. ■ He fell and his head struck 
the pavement. ■ I could hear the rain striking the rooftop, b 
: to cause (something) to hit something in a forceful way ■ I 
struck [-banged, bumped] my knee against the leg of the ta¬ 
ble. ■ She struck the cymbals together, c : to hit (someone 
or something) with your hand, a weapon, etc. ■ The killer 
struck him with a blunt object. ■ She accidentally struck an¬ 
other player in the face. 

2 [no obj] : to attack someone or something suddenly ■ The 
snake was about to strike. ■ Police say that the killer may 
strike again. — often + at ■ The snake struck at the mouse. ■ 
He struck at her with a knife. — often used figuratively ■ He 
hurt her feelings by striking at [= attacking, criticizing] her 
personal beliefs. ■ The proposed law strikes at the founda¬ 
tions of our democracy. 

3 not used in progressive tenses : to affect (someone or some¬ 
thing) suddenly in a bad way : to cause damage, harm, ill¬ 
ness, etc., to (someone or something) [+ obj] The flu strikes 
millions of people each year. [=millions of people get sick 
with the flu each year] ■ A hurricane struck the island. ■ The 
city has been struck by a powerful earthquake. — often used 
as (be) stricken ■ He was stricken with a high fever, [no obj] 
The hurricane is expected to strike tomorrow. ■ When disas¬ 
ter strikes, will you be prepared? — often used figuratively ■ 
The home team struck [^scored] first on the opening drive. 

4 not used in progressive tenses [+ obj] : to cause (someone) to 
be in a certain condition suddenly — usually used as (be) 
struck ■ They were struck speechless with surprise. "He was 
struck deaf/blind [=he became deaf/blind] at an early age. ■ I 
was struck dumb [=dumbstruck ] by the news. 

5 [+ obj] a : to cause someone to feel (a strong emotion) 
suddenly — often + in or into ■ Their war cries struck terror 
in (the hearts of) their enemies. ■ Her words struck fear into 
the hearts of her listeners, b : to affect (someone) with a 
strong emotion ■ He was struck with horror at the sight. = 
The sight struck him with horror. 

6 [+ obj] : to cause (something) to happen or exist: to do or 
achieve (something) ■ He needs to strike a better balance be¬ 
tween his work life and his family life. [=he needs to spend 
less time at work and more time with his family] ■ They 
struck a blow for freedom and against tyranny. [=they did 
something that helped freedom and opposed tyranny] ■ Fate 
has struck a heavy blow against us. = Fate has struck us a 
heavy blow. 

7 not used in progressive tenses [+ obj] : to be thought of by 
(someone) suddenly : to occur to (someone) ■ It suddenly 
struck me [=1 realized suddenly] that I would never see her 
again. ■ The answer just struck me. ■ It strikes me [=1 realize] 
that there is a larger issue at stake. 

8 not used in progressive tenses [+ obj ]: to cause (someone) to 
think about someone or something in a particular way ■ 
What really struck me was their enthusiasm. [=1 especially 
noticed their enthusiasm] ■ It strikes me [=it surprises me] 
that so few of them were willing to help. — often + as ■ Her 
comment struck me as odd. [=her comment seemed odd to 
me] ■ She strikes us as a very qualified candidate. [=we think 
she is a very qualified candidate] 

9 [no obj] of a group of workers : to stop work in order to 
force an employer to agree to demands : to refuse to work 
until your employer does what you want ■ The teachers are 
threatening to strike. [=go on strike] ■ striking workers — of¬ 
ten +for ■ The workers are striking for an increase in pay. 

10 of a clock : to make the time known by making a sound 
[no obj] The clock struck as they entered the room. [+ obj] 
The clock struck one. 

11 [+ obj] : to cause (a match) to start burning by rubbing it 
against a surface • She struck a match and lit the candle. 

12 [+ obj] : to make (an agreement) ■ The two parties have fi¬ 
nally struck a bargain/deal, 

13 [+ obj] : to remove (something) fiom (something) ■ She 
struck the song from the album at the last minute. ■ He struck 
[^deleted] the sentence from the paragraph. ■ The clause has 
been stricken from the contract. 

14 not used in progressive tenses [+ obj] : to find or discover 
(something) especially by digging ■ They are hoping to strike 
oil/gold. — see also strike gold (below) 

15 [+ obj] : to place yourself in (a particular position, pos¬ 
ture, etc.) • She struck [= assumed , took on] a dramatic pose. ■ 
He struck a defensive attitude. 
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16 [+ obj] : to play (a note, chord, etc.) on a musical instru¬ 
ment by using your fingers on keys or strings ■ Fans cheered 
when he struck the song’s opening chords. — often used fig¬ 
uratively ■ She struck the right note/tone with her speech. 
[=she said things in a way that appealed to her audience] 

17 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj\ : to 
begin to walk or go in a particular direction — usually + off 
or out ■ He struck off through the woods. ■ The men struck out 
for/toward their campsite when they saw the storm clouds 
moving in. — see also strike out 4 (below) 

18 [+ obj\ : to make (a coin, medal, etc.) by pressing an im¬ 
age into a piece of metal ■ The coins were struck in 1789. 

be struck by informal: to be very impressed by or pleased 
with (something or someone) ■ Visitors are always struck by 
the beauty of the landscape. 

lightning never strikes (the same place) twice see 
‘lightning 

strike a chord see 2 chord 
strike a nerve see nerve 

strike back [phrasal verb] : to try to hurt someone who has 
hurt you or treated you badly ■ When he called her lazy, 
she immediately struck back by calling him fat. — often + 
at ■ He angrily struck back at his critics. 
strike down [phrasal verb ] 1 strike (someone) down a : to 
make (someone) unable to work, act, or function in the 
usual way — usually used as (be) struck down ■ She was 
struck down by an injury at the height of her athletic ca¬ 
reer. b : to cause (someone) to die suddenly — usually 
used as (be) struck down ■ He was struck down by a heart at¬ 
tack at age 55. 2 strike (something) down or strike down 
(something) chiefly US, law : to say officially that (some¬ 
thing) is no longer legally valid ■ The board struck down the 
appointment. ■ The Supreme Court struck down the law. 
strike gold : to have great success with something ■ The stu¬ 
dio struck gold with their latest film. — see also ‘strike 14 
(above) 

strike home see ‘home 

strike it rich informal : to become rich suddenly • Her fam¬ 
ily struck it rich when they won the lottery. 
strike off [phrasal verb] 1 strike off (something) or strike 

(something) off : to draw a line through (a name or item 
on a list) ■ The teacher struck off [=crossed out\ the names 
as he called them out. 2 strike off (something) or strike 
(something) off : to remove (something) by hitting it with a 
tool in a forceful way ■ He struck off the top of the coconut 
with a machete. 3 strike off (someone) or strike (some¬ 
one) off Brit : to remove the name of (someone, such as a 
doctor or lawyer) from an official register — usually used 
as (be) struck off ■ The doctor was struck off for unethical 
practices. [=the doctor is no longer allowed to practice] 
— see also ‘strike 17 (above) 
strike on/upon [phrasal verb] 1 strike on/upon (something) 
not used in progressive tenses : to find or discover (some¬ 
thing) especially suddenly ■ He struck on an idea for his 
novel. ■ They struck upon a salt mine. 2 be struck on Brit, 
informal : to like or be impressed by (someone or some¬ 
thing) very much ■ He was quite struck on her. ■ She seems 
to be very struck on herself. [=stuck on herself] 
strike out [phrasal verb] 1 baseball a strike (someone) out 
or strike out (someone) of a pitcher : to cause (a batter) to 
be out by pitching three strikes ■ The pitcher struck him 
out with a curve. ■ The pitcher struck out the first two bat¬ 
ters. b of a batter : to make an out by getting three strikes 
■ The first two batters struck out. — see also strikeout 2 
strike (something) out or strike out (something) : to re¬ 
move (something) from a document: delete ■ The editor 
struck out the last paragraph. 3 US, informal : to be un¬ 
successful : fail ■ “Did you get her phone number?" “No, 
I struck out." 4 : to begin a course of action ■ She struck 
out on her own after graduation. — see also ‘strike 17 
(above) 5 : to try to hit someone or something suddenly ■ 
He struck out wildly with his arms. — often + at ■ He struck 
out wildly at the police officers. 6 : to make a sudden and 
angry attack against someone — often + at ■ Both candi¬ 
dates struck out at their critics. 
strike pay dirt see pay dirt 

strike (someone) dead : to kill (someone) in a quick and 
unexpected way ■ A bolt of lightning struck him dead, 
strike up [phrasal verb] 1 strike up (something) a : to be¬ 
gin to play (a piece of music) ■ The orchestra struck up a 
waltz, b : to cause (an orchestra, a band, etc.) to begin 
playing ■ The conductor struck up the band. 2 strike up 
(something) also strike (something) up : to begin (some¬ 


thing) ■ I struck up a conversation with him at the party. ■ 
The two boys struck up a friendship. 
strike while the iron is hot : to do something immediately 
while you still have a good chance to do it ■ We may not 
have a chance like this again. We need to strike while the 
iron is hot. 

— see also striking distance 
2 strike noun, pi strikes 

1 : a period of time when workers stop work in order to 
force an employer to agree to their demands [count] a 
teachers' strike ■ a strike by airline pilots [noncount] The 
workers are on strike. ■ Workers are threatening to go (out) 
on strike. = (Brit) Workers are threatening to come out on 
strike. ■ Workers threatened to take strike action. — see also 
HUNGER STRIKE, LIGHTNING STRIKE 

2 [count] : a military attack ■ The allies have launched sever¬ 
al strikes. • an air strike [=an attack by aircraft] — see also 

FIRST STRIKE, SURGICAL STRIKE 

3 [count] : the act of hitting something with force ■ The for¬ 
est fire was caused by a lightning strike [=was caused when 
something on the ground was hit/struck by lightning] 

4 [count] a baseball : a pitch that passes through a certain 
area over home plate without being hit and that counts 
against the batter ■ The first pitch was a ball but the next two 
pitches were strikes. ■ That’s strike two. One more strike and 
he’s out. — see also strike zone b US : a perfectly 
thrown ball or pass ■ The quarterback threw a strike to the 
receiver. 

5 [count] chiefly US : something that makes someone or 
something less likely to be accepted, approved, successful, 
etc. ■ Her poor attendance was a strike against her. [=her 
poor attendance counted against her] ■ He has a criminal 
record, so that's one strike against him. ■ I want the job, but 
I’m young and I don’t have much experience, so I feel like I 
already have two strikes against me. 

6 [count] bowling : the achievement of knocking down all 10 
pins with the first ball ■ She made/bowled a strike. 

— compare 3 spare 2 

7 [count] : a discovery of something valuable (such as oil) — 
usually singular ■ an oil strike 

Strikebreaker /'straik^reikay noun, pi -ers [count] : a 
person who is hired to replace a worker who is on strike or 
who continues to work during a strike 

— strikebreaking /'straik,breikir)/ noun [noncount] 
strike force noun, pi ~ forces [count] 

1 : a military force that is ready to attack 

2 US : a team of federal agents assigned to investigate orga¬ 
nized crime in a specific area 

Strike*OUt /'straik,aut/ noun, pi -outs [count] baseball : an 
out in baseball that occurs when a batter gets three strikes ■ 
The pitcher had 10 strikeouts in the game. [=the pitcher 
struck out 10 batters] — see also strike out at ‘strike 
Striker /'straika^ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a worker who is on strike 

2 : a forward in soccer 
strike zone noun 

the strike zone baseball : the area over home plate where 
the baseball must pass after it is pitched in order to be 
called a strike 

Striking /’straikii]/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : unusual or extreme in a way that attracts attention ■ a 
place of striking [=remarkable ] beauty ■ The poverty of the 
city is striking. ■ There is a striking resemblance between the 
girls. ■ The building’s modem style is/stands in striking con¬ 
trast to the surrounding neighborhood. [=is very different 
from the surrounding neighborhood] 

2 : very attractive especially in an unusual or interesting way 
■ a striking young man ■ an actress known for her striking 
good looks 

— strik*ing*ly adv ■ a strikingly beautiful woman ■ The two 
islands are strikingly different. 

Striking distance noun [noncount] : the distance from 
which something can be easily reached ■ The snake was with¬ 
in striking distance. • They live within striking distance of the 
city. [=they live close to the city] — often used figuratively ■ 
They were almost within striking distance of their goal. = 
Their goal was almost within striking distance. [=they were 
close to achieving their goal] 

String /'stnD/ noun, pi strings 

1 : a long, thin piece of twisted thread that you use to attach 
things, tie things together, or hang things [count] She tied a 
string around the boxes, [noncount] a piece/loop/ball of 
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string • He tied the packages together with string. — see also 

APRON STRING, DRAWSTRING, G-STRING, SHOESTRING 

2 [count] : a group of objects that are connected with a 
string, wire, chain, etc. — + of ■ She was wearing a string of 
pearls. ■ We used four strings of Christmas lights to decorate 
the tree. 

3 [count] a : a series of similar things — + of • He owns a 
string of movie theaters. ■ a long/whole string of names/num¬ 
bers b : a series of events which follow each other in time 
— + of ■ a. string of robberies ■ The band had a string o/hits in 
the 1990s. C technical : a group of letters, words, or num¬ 
bers which is treated as a single unit in a computer program ■ 
a character string 

4 [count] : a long, thin piece of tightly stretched wire or other 
material (such as nylon) that is used to produce sounds in a 
musical instrument (such as a violin or piano) ■ guitar/piano 
strings — see also the strings (below) 

5 [noncount] chiefly US : a group of players on a team that 
play together because they have similar abilities ■ the first/ 
second string of a football team ■ He was demoted to the sec¬ 
ond string. — see also first-string, second-string 

6 strings [plural] : requirements that are connected with 
something : things that you have to do, give, etc., if you ac¬ 
cept something (such as a gift or an offer) ■ She won't accept 
the gift if there are strings. [=if she is expected to do some¬ 
thing in return for it] ■ They offered her the job with no 
strings attached. [=with no conditions] ■ He’s generous, but 
there are always strings attached. [=he always expects some¬ 
thing in return for what he gives to people] 

7 [count] : a long, thin piece of nylon or other material that 
is stretched tightly across a tennis racket or similar object 
have more than one string to your bow Brit : to have 

more than one idea, skill, plan, etc., that you can use if it is 
needed ■ That didn’t fix the problem, but I have more than 
one string to my bow. 

have (someone) on a string informal : to be able to make 
(someone) do anything you want ■ He has his girlfriend on 
a string. 

how long is a piece of string Brit, informal — used as a re¬ 
ply to a question when the answer is not known ■ “How 
long will you be staying?” “ How long is a piece of string' ?” 
pull strings : to use the influence that you have with impor¬ 
tant people to get or achieve something ■ His father had to 
pull (some) strings to get him the job. 
pull the strings : to control someone or something often in 
a secret way ■ It turned out that his brother was the person 
pulling the strings behind the operation. 
purse strings see ‘purse 

the strings or the string section : the instruments of an or¬ 
chestra (such as the cello, violin, or piano) that have 
strings or the musicians who play them ■ The concert was 
excellent, especially the strings. • The orchestra’s string sec¬ 
tion is excellent. 

2 string verb strings; strung /'strM]/; stringing [+ obj] 

1 : to put (things) together on a string, thread, chain, etc. ■ 
string beads ■ We strung popcorn garlands for the Christmas 
tree. 



2 : to place or hang (things) in a line or series ■ They strung 
wires from tree to tree. ■ We strung [=hung] Christmas lights 
along the railing. ■ Scouts strung lanterns along the trail. 

3 : to tie, hang, or fasten (something) with string ■ She strung 
the key around her neck. 

4 : to attach strings to (something, such as a musical instru¬ 
ment or tennis racket) ■ You’ll have to string your guitar/ 
racket before you can play. 

string along [phrasal verb] 1 string (someone) along : to 
continue to deceive or trick (someone) for a long time ■ He 
was just stringing us along with false promises. ■ He really 
loved her but she was just stringing him along. [=making 
him think that she loved him so she could use him] 2 
string along with (someone or something) Brit, informal 
: to go with or follow (someone or something) ■ She strung 


along with them to the museum. 
string out [phrasal verb] string (something) out or string out 
(something) : to make (something) take longer than it 
should ■ You’re just stringing this out to avoid having to 
leave. — see also strung out 


string together [phrasal verb] string (something) together or 
string together (something) : to combine (different things) 
into something that is complete, useful, etc. • See if you 
can string the theories together into something that makes 


sense. ■ The filmmaker strung together interviews with a 
number of experts on the subject. : to create (something) 


by putting different things together ■ She was finding it 
hard to string together a coherent argument. 
string up [phrasal verb] string (someone) up or string up 
(someone) informal : to hang (someone) by the neck : to 
kill (someone) by hanging ■ They threatened to string him 
up in a tree. 

string bean noun, pi ~~ beans [count] chiefly US 

1 : a type of long, thin green bean 

2 informal : a very tall thin person ■ Her boyfriend’s a real 
string bean. 

String cheese noun [noncount] chiefly US : cheese that can 
be pulled apart in narrow strips 
stringed instrument /'stngd-/ noun, pi ~~ -ment [count] 
: a musical instrument (such as a guitar, violin, or piano) 
that has strings and that produces sound when the strings are 
touched or struck 



strin-gent /'stnncfeant/ ad} [more most ~]: very strict or 
severe ■ stringent training ■ stringent budgetary constraints — 
used to describe a command, rule, etc., that must be obeyed 

■ stringent rules/requirements/restrictions/standards 

— strin*gen-cy /'stnncfeansi/ noun [noncount] — strin¬ 
gently adv ■ The rule is stringently applied/enforced. 

Stringier /'stnrja 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a journalist who is 
not on the regular staff of a newspaper but who writes sto¬ 
ries for that newspaper 
stringy /'stnrji/ adj stringier; -est 

1 : containing long, thin pieces that are like string and that 
are hard to chew ■ stringy vegetables ■ a tough, stringy piece 
of meat 

2 of hair : long, thin, and dirty ■ a stringy beard 

3 : having long, thin muscles ■ stringy arms ■ a stringy woman 

— string*i*ness noun [noncount] 

1 strip noun, pi strips 

1 [count] : a long, narrow piece of something ■ strips of bacon 

■ a small strip of cloth/paper 

2 [count] : a long, narrow piece of land ■ a strip of land ■ strips 
of forest/coastline ■ the half-mile strip of road — see also 

DRAG STRIP, MEDIAN STRIP, RUMBLE STRIP 

3 [count] US : a road that has a lot of shops, restaurants, etc., 
along it ■ driving along the strip • the Las Vegas strip 

4 [count] : airstrip 

5 [count]: comic strip ■ Peanuts has always been one of my 
favorite strips. 

6 [singular] Brit : the uniform worn by a sports team ■ the 
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team’s aivay strip [=the uniform that the team wears when it 
is not playing at its home field, stadium, etc.] 

7 [count\ Brit : the act of taking your clothes off in a sexually 
exciting way while someone is watching ■ She did a strip 
[=striptease] for her husband. 

tear (someone) off a strip or tear a strip off (someone) 
Brit, informal : to talk angrily to (someone who has done 
something wrong) ■ His dad tore him off a strip for denting 
the car. 

- see also power strip 

2 strip /'strip/ verb strips; stripped; stripping 

1 a : to remove your clothing [no obj] I stripped for bed. ■ 
He stripped to the waist [=he took off all the clothes on his 
upper body] ■ The prisoners were told to strip naked, ^re¬ 
move all their clothes] — often + down ■ He stripped down to 
his underwear. [=he took all his clothes off except for his un¬ 
derwear] [+ obj\ He stripped himself down to his underwear, 
b [+ obj] : to take the clothes off (someone) • The prisoners 
were stripped naked. C [no obj ]: to remove your clothing in 
a sexually exciting way while someone is watching ■ She gets 
paid to dance and strip at the club. 

2 [+ obj] : to remove an outer covering or surface from 
something • strip the bark from a tree = strip a tree of its bark 
■ We are going to strip [-remove] the old wallpaper. ■ They 
stripped the table and refinished it. ■ Please strip your bed 
[=remove all the sheets] so I can wash the sheets. 

3 [+ obj ] : to remove everything (such as furniture or equip¬ 
ment) from (a room, building, car, etc.) ■ They stripped the 
room when they left. • The building had been completely 
stripped of its original woodwork. 

4 [+ obj]: to separate (a machine or piece of equipment) into 
parts for cleaning or repair ■ strip a rifle — often + down ■ 
They stripped down the engine. 

5 [+ obj ] : to take (something) away from someone in a 
forceful way — + of • They stripped the slaves of their digni¬ 
ty. — often + away • Their rights were stripped away. — of¬ 
ten used as (be) stripped • The pageant winner was stripped of 
her crown/title after the scandal. [=she was forced to give up 
her crown/title after the scandal] 

6 [+ obj ] : to damage part of a screw or gear so that it does 
not work properly ■ Pushing too hard will strip the screw. 
strip away [phrasal verb] strip (something) away or strip 

away (something) 1 : to remove (something that covers a 
surface): to pull pieces of a covering away from a surface ■ 
strip away the bark of a tree 2 : to remove (unimportant 
material) from something ■ The editor stripped away repet¬ 
itive sections of the essay. — see also 2 strip 5 (above) 

Strip cartoon noun, pi - toons [count] Brit : comic 

strip 

Strip club noun, pi ~ clubs [count] informal : a place 
where people go to watch performers take their clothes off 
in a sexually exciting way : a nightclub with performances 
by strippers — called also (US) strip joint 
Stripe /'straip/ noun, pi stripes [count] 

1 : a long, narrow line of color ■ light gray stripes on a black 
background ■ a zebra’s stripes — see also pinstripe, stars 

AND STRIPES 

2 : a piece of material worn on the arm of a military uniform 
to show the rank of the person wearing the uniform ■ He fi¬ 
nally got his sergeant’s stripes. 

3 : a particular type of person or thing ■ classes for artists of 
all stripes [=for all kinds of artists] ■ activists of any/every 
stripe 

earn your stripes : to do something which shows that you 
deserve to be accepted and respected by the other people 
in a field or profession ■ She has yet to earn her stripes as a 
reporter. 

Striped /'straipt/ adj : having stripes or bands of color ■ a 
striped shirt — see color picture on. page C12 
Stripey variant spelling of stripy 

Strip lighting noun [noncount] Brit : a type of lighting that 
uses long white tubes ■ The bright strip lighting in the office 
was not very flattering. 

— strip light noun, pi ~ lights [count] 

Strip-ling /'stnplio/ noun, pi -lings [count] old-fashioned + 
humorous : a boy or young man • I’ve known him since he 
was a mere stripling. [=since he was very young] 

Strip mall noun, pi ~ malls [count] US : a long building 
that is divided into separate shops which usually have out¬ 
side entrances and which share a parking lot 
Strip mine noun, pi ~ mines [count] : a mine that is dug by 


removing the surface of a large piece of land one section at a 
time 

— strip-mine verb -mines; -mined; -min-ing [+ obj] - a 
region where coal is strip-mined 

strip-per /'strips/ noun, pi -pers 

1 [count] : a performer who removes his or her clothing in a 
sexually exciting way : a dancer who does a striptease ■ She 
worked as a stripper for a few years. 

2 a [count] : a tool that you use to remove something (such 
as paint) from a surface b [count, noncount] : a liquid 
chemical that you use to remove something (such as paint) 
from a surface ■ a can of paint stripper 

Strip search noun, pi ~ searches [count] : an act of re¬ 
moving someone’s clothing to see if that person is hiding ille¬ 
gal drugs, weapons, etc. ■ The administrators ordered ran¬ 
dom strip searches of all prisoners. 

— strip-search verb -search-es; -searched; -search¬ 
ing [+ obj] ■ They were strip-searched at the airport. 

strip-tease /'stnp,ti:z/ noun, pi -teas«es [count] : a perfor¬ 
mance in which someone removes clothing in a sexually ex¬ 
citing way 

Stripy or strip-ey /‘straipi/ adj strip-i-er; -est Brit, infor¬ 
mal : striped ■ stripy shirts 

Strive /'straiv/ verb strives; strove /'strouv/ also strived; 
striv-en /'straivan/ or strived; strlv-ing [no obj ] formal 
: to try very hard to do or achieve something ■ We must all 
strive to do better. ■ She always strives for perfection. ■ They 
strove for success. = They strove to succeed. • They continue 
to strive toward their goals. ■ striving against injustice [=work- 
ing hard to fight injustice] synonyms see 1 ATrEMPT 

— striv-er /'straiva-/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

Strobe light /'stroub-/ noun, pi ~ lights [count] : a bright 
light that flashes on and off very quickly 
Strode past tense of 'stride 
1 Stroke /'strouk/ noun, pi strokes 

1 [count] medical : a serious illness caused when a blood ves¬ 
sel in your brain suddenly breaks or is blocked ■ He had/suf¬ 
fered a stroke last winter. • a stroke patient/victim — see also 
SUNSTROKE 

2 [count] a : an act of hitting a ball or the movement made 
to hit a ball during a game ■ She has a strong backhand 
stroke. ■ a forceful stroke — see also ground stroke b 
golf : an act of hitting the ball that is counted as part of a 
player’s score • He is ahead by two strokes. 

3 [count] a : one of a series of repeated movements of your 
arms in swimming or rowing that you make to move your¬ 
self or the boat through the water « She swims with long, 
smooth strokes. ■ the stroke of an oar b : a style of swim¬ 
ming ■ She knows the four basic strokes. — see also back- 
stroke, BREASTSTROKE 

4 [count] : one of a series of repeated movements by some¬ 
thing that goes up and down or back and forth ■ The bird 
soared higher with each stroke of its wings. ■ the stroke of a 
piston 

5 [count] : an act of hitting someone or something with a 
stick, whip, etc. • a stroke of the whip 

6 [count] : a gentle movement of your hand over or along 
something ■ She gave the cat a stroke. [=she stroked the cat] 

7 [count] : a single act of moving a pen or brush when it is 
being used to write or paint ■ He writes with smooth strokes. - 
You can see the strokes of the painter’s brush throughout the 
painting. ■ (figurative ) He has the power to end this policy 
with a (single) stroke of a/the/his pen. [=by signing a law, or¬ 
der, etc., which ends it]; also : a line or mark made by a pen 
or brush ■ A few strokes (of paint) form the basic shape of the 
horse. — see also brushstroke, keystroke 

8 a [count] : one of the sounds made by a clock or bell to in¬ 
dicate a particular time ■ the first stroke of the clock at mid¬ 
night b [singular] : an exact time ■ They arrived at the 
stroke of midnight. [=exactly at midnight] 

9 [count] : a single decisive action ■ She solved all our prob¬ 
lems with a single, brilliant/bold stroke. ■ We can resolve this 
at/by/in/with one stroke. 

10 [count] : something good, lucky, etc., that happens or is 
thought of suddenly — usually singular ■ Her idea for the de¬ 
sign for the interior was a stroke of inspiration. • It was only 
by a stroke of luck that we found a parking spot. ■ It was a 
lucky stroke. ■ Deciding to relocate the company was a 
stroke of genius. [=a brilliant idea] 

11 [count] : a bright flash of lightning • a stroke of lightning 
a stroke of work informal : any work at all • They haven’t 

done a stroke of work all day. 
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put (someone) off their stroke Brit : to cause someone to 
hesitate or be confused ■ The last-minute change of plans 
put me off my stroke. 

2 stroke verb strokes; stroked; strok-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to move your hand over (someone or something) gently 
and in one direction ■ She was stroking the cat’s fur. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition a : to move 
(something) gently in one direction ■ He stroked the pen 
lightly over the paper, b : to hit or kick (a ball) with a 
smooth movement ■ She stroked the ball toward the hole. 

3 chiefly US, informal : to say nice things to (someone) in or¬ 
der to get approval, agreement, etc. ■ You’re just stroking me 
so I’ll go along with you. ■ She works with celebrities and 
spends half her time stroking their egos. 

— strok-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

Stroll /'stroul/ verb strolls; strolled; stroll-ing : to walk 
slowly in usually a pleasant and relaxed way [no obj ] They 
strolled along/down/across the street looking in the store 
windows. [+ obj ] We strolled the streets of the village, 
-stroll noun, pi strolls [count] • He went for a stroll in/ 
through the park. 

Stroll-er /'stroula 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 US : a small carnage with four wheels that a baby or small 
child can ride in while someone pushes it — called also (Brit) 
pushchair 

2 : someone who is walking in a slow and relaxed way 
: someone who is strolling ■ I met a few strollers on the 
beach. 

Strong /'stra.g/ adj stronger /'strcugga-/; strongest 
/'straiijgast/ 

1 : having great physical power and ability : having a lot of 
strength ■ a big strong kid ■ an athlete with strong muscles/ 
legs ■ He’s as strong as an ox. — opposite weak 

2 : not easy to break or damage ■ The table should be strong 
enough to survive the trip. ■ The builder added supports to 
make the walls stronger. 

3 : not sick or injured : healthy ■ He’ll return to work 
when he’s feeling a little stronger. 

4 : very noticeable ■ He speaks with a strong accent. ■ She has 
strong features like her father. ■ He bears a strong resem¬ 
blance to his father. 

5 : having great power or force ■ a strong breeze/wind • a 
good strong kick 

6 a : very powerful in action or effect ■ Morphine is a strong 
drug. ■ a strong detergent ■ He needs strong glasses for read¬ 
ing. b : having a powerful and sometimes unpleasant taste 
or smell ■ strong cheese ■ The spices are too strong for me. ■ a 
strong perfume ■ A strong smell came from the basement. 

7 : containing a large amount of an important ingredient 
(such as alcohol) ■ 1 could use a strong drink. ■ She drank 
nothing stronger than iced tea. ■ a strong cup of coffee 

8 : having a lot of power or influence ■ a strong leader/gov- 
emment 

9 : likely to persuade or convince people that something is 
true, real, correct, etc. ■ He made a strong [= compelling, per¬ 
suasive] argument/case for keeping the center open. ■ strong 
evidence 

10 : very confident and able to deal with difficult situations ■ 
a strong character/personality ■ I don’t think I’m strong 
enough to handle this by myself. ■ Her spirit remained strong 
throughout her illness. 

11 : felt, believed, or expressed in a very definite and power¬ 
ful way ■ an especially strong conviction/commitment ■ She 
is a woman of strong and independent opinions. ■ a strong de¬ 
sire/liking/hatred ■ He has a strong sense of responsibility. ■ I 
had a strong desire/temptation/urge to call him. ■ He has a 
strong need for control. ■ The proposal has faced strong op¬ 
position. ■ He thanked them for their strong support. 

12 : powerful and effective in supporting something, oppos¬ 
ing something, etc. ■ She is a strong advocate for child wel¬ 
fare. ■ a strong opponent of the proposal 

13 : well established and likely to continue ■ strong tradi¬ 
tions ■ strong friendships/relationships/ties 

14 : likely to succeed or to happen ■ a strong candidate/con¬ 
tender ■ There is a strong [=very good] possibility/chance that 
he will be promoted. 

15a: great in number ■ There was a strong turnout for the 
election. [=a large number of people voted in the election] 
b — used to indicate the number of people in a large group ■ 
The army was ten thousand strong. [=there were 10,000 sol¬ 
diers in the army] 

16a: having a value that is great or that is increasing • The 
dollar has been strong, b : in a good financial condition 


: doing well ■ The business remains strong despite the set¬ 
backs. ■ The economy is strong. 

17 : very forceful and sometimes obscene or offensive ■ The 
movie contains some strong language, [^swearing] 

18 : very bright ■ She likes strong colors. ■ a strong light 

a bit strong Brit, informal : unfair or too critical ■ Weren *t 
you a bit strong on him? 
a strong stomach see Stomach 
come on strong see ‘come 

going strong : very active, healthy, or successful ■ The 
company has been going strong for nearly a century. ■ He’s 
92 years old and still going strong, 
strong on 1 : very good at (something) ■ She’s strong on vo¬ 
cabulary but not grammar. * The author is not strong on 
characterization. 2 : containing a lot of (something) ■ The 
explanation was strong on detail. 

— strongdy /'strccgli/ adv [more most ~] ■ I feel very 
strongly about this. ■ She spoke strongly against the idea. ■ I 
strongly agree/disagree with her. ■ I strongly advise you to 
see a doctor. ■ The kitchen smelled strongly of baking. ■ 
strongly flavored ■ a strongly worded letter of complaint 

1 Strong—arm /'strairj'a^m/ adj, always used before a noun 
: using force or threats to make someone do what is wanted ■ 
They accused the government of using strong-arm tactics to 
silence its opponents. 

2 strong-arm verb -arms; -armed; -arm-ing [+ obj\ : to 
use force or threats to make (someone) do what is wanted ■ 
She strong-armed us into cooperating. 

Strong-box /'stra:ij,ba:ks/ noun, pi -box-es [count ]: a box 
that is usually made of metal, that can be locked, and that is 
used to keep money or valuable things : safe 
Strong-hold /'stra:ij,hould/ noun, pi -holds [count] 

1 : an area where most people have the same beliefs, values, 
etc. : an area dominated by a particular group ■ The area/ 
district/state is a Republican stronghold. 

2 : a protected place where the members of a military group 
stay and can defend themselves against attacks ■ The rebels 
retreated to their mountain stronghold. 

3 : an area where a particular type of uncommon animal can 
still be found ■ the last stronghold of the endangered deer 

Strong-man /'strauhmaen/ noun, pi -men /-,men/ [count] 

1 : a politician or leader who uses violence or threats 

2 : a man who performs in a circus and who is very strong 
Strong—mind-ed /'strccg'maindad/ adj [more most ~] 

: having very strong and definite beliefs and opinions : not 
easily influenced ■ a strong-minded woman ■ He is the most 
strong-minded child I have ever known. 

— strong-mind-ed-ly adv - strong-mind-ed-ness 
noun [noncount] 

Strong room noun, pi ~ rooms [count] : a special room in 
a bank where money and other valuable things can be kept 
safe 

Strong suit noun [singular] : something that a person does 
well — often used in negative statements ■ Irony is not my 
strong suit. ■ Swimming has never been his strong suit. 
Strong-willed adj [more most ~] : very determined to 
do something even if other people say it should not be done ■ 
two strong-willed children 

Stron-tium /'strain/yam/ noun [noncount] : a soft silver- 
white metal that is used in color TV tubes and red fireworks 
Strop /'stra:p/ noun, pi strops 

1 [count] : a narrow piece of leather that is used for sharpen¬ 
ing a razor 

2 [singular] Brit, informal : a bad mood ■ He gets in a strop if 
he has to wait for someone. 

Strop-py /'strcupi/ adj strop-pi-er; -est Brit, informal 
: easily annoyed and difficult to deal with ■ There’s no need 
to get stroppy with me. 

— strop-pi-ness noun [noncount] 

Strove past tense of strive 

Struck past tense and past participle of ‘strike 
Struc-tur-al /'strAktfaral/ adj, always used before a noun 
: relating to the way something is built or organized : relat¬ 
ing to the structure of something ■ The house suffered no 
structural damage. ■ structural defects/weaknesses 

— struc-tur-al-ly adv ■ The building is structurally sound. 
1 Struc-ture /'strAktfa 1 / noun, pi -tures 

1 [count] a : the way that something is built, arranged, or 
organized • They studied the compound’s molecular struc¬ 
ture. ■ The film had a simple narrative structure. ■ the struc¬ 
ture of a plant b : the way that a group of people are orga¬ 
nized ■ a solid family structure ■ the social structure of a 
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college campus ■ changes to the company’s power structure 

2 [< count ] : something (such as a house, tower, bridge, etc.) 
that is built by putting parts together and that usually stands 
on its own ■ a brick/steel structure ■ The structure was dam¬ 
aged by fire. ■ a 12-story structure 

3 [noncount] : the quality of something that is carefully 
planned, organized, and controlled ■ The novel lacks struc¬ 
ture. • Children need a lot of structure in their lives. 

2 Structure verb -tures; -tured; -tuning [+ obi] : to arrange 
or organize (something) in a particular way ■ She structured 
the essay chronologically. ■ The story is structured [-built] 
around several main themes. 

Stru*del /'stru:dl/ noun, pi -dels [count, noncount] : a Ger¬ 
man pastry made of thin dough rolled up with fruit filling 
and baked ■ apple strudel 

1 struggle /'strAgal/ verb strug-gles; strug-gled; strug¬ 
gling [no obf] 

1 : to try very hard to do, achieve, or deal with something 
that is difficult or that causes problems • He has been strug¬ 
gling with the problem of how to keep good workers from 
leaving. ■ They struggled for the right to vote. ■ She is strug¬ 
gling with her health. [=she is having problems with her 
health] ■ They struggled against injustice. ■ I had to struggle 
against the impulse to laugh. [=1 had to make a strong effort 
to keep myself from laughing] — often followed by to + verb 
■ She’s struggling to survive. ■ He was struggling to breathe. ■ 
They have been struggling to pay their bills. 

2 a : to move with difficulty or with great effort ■ She strug¬ 
gled up the hill through the snow, b : to try to move your¬ 
self, an object, etc., by making a lot of effort ■ She struggled 
to lift the package by herself, but it was too heavy. ■ He strug¬ 
gled to get free of the wreckage. ■ She was struggling with the 
door. [=trying to open the door] c : to fight with someone 
in order to get something 1 They struggled (with each other) 
for/over the gun. [=they fought with each other as they each 
tried to get the gun] 

3 : to be failing : to be doing something without success ■ 
He’s been struggling in math class for most of the year. ■ The 
team has continued to struggle in recent weeks. ■ He was liv¬ 
ing as a struggling artist in the city. 

struggle on [phrasal verb] : to continue doing something 
that is difficult or tiring ■ I suppose all we can do now is 
struggle on. 

— struq-gler /'strAgla 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

2 struQQie noun, pi struggles 

1 [count] : a long effort to do, achieve, or deal with some¬ 
thing that is difficult or that causes problems ■ a struggle to 
succeed ■ a struggle against injustice [=an effort to stop injus¬ 
tice] ■ the struggle for civil rights/freedom/survival ■ She 
talked about her struggles with depression. [=the problems 
she has had because of her depression; her attempts to find a 
cure for her depression] 1 The power struggle [=the fight for 
control] between the two owners destroyed the company. 

2 [count] : a physical fight between usually two people ■ 
There was a struggle for/over the gun. ■ There was no sign of 
a struggle. 

3 [singular] : something that is difficult to do or achieve ■ 
The work is a real struggle for me. [=the work is very diffi¬ 
cult] "It was a struggle getting out of bed this morning. 

Strum /'strAm/ verb strums; strummed; strum-ming [+ 

obf] 

1 : to play (a guitar or similar instrument) by moving your 
fingers across the strings ■ She strummed the guitar/banjo. 

2 : to play (music) on a guitar, banjo, etc., by moving your 
fingers over the strings ■ He strummed a tune on the guitar. 

- strum-mer noun, pi -ers [count] 

Strum«pet /'strAmpat/ noun, pi -pets [count] old-fashioned 
+ offensive : a woman who has sex with men for money or 
who has sex with many men 
Strung pay/ tense and past participle of 2 string 
strung out adj 

1 [more most ~] informal : strongly affected by an illegal 
drug — often + on ■ They were strung out on heroin. 

2 : spread out with spaces between • stars strung out across 
the galaxy 

Strung up adj [more most ~] Brit, informal : very ner¬ 
vous, excited, or worried ■ Don’t get so strung up about ev¬ 
erything. 

1 Strut /'strAt /verb struts; strut-ted; strut-ting [no obf ]: to 
walk in a confident and proud way ■ She strutted across the 
stage. 

strut your stuff informal : to proudly show your abilities ■ 


The audition gave aspiring actors a chance to strut their 
stuff. 

— strut-ter noun, pi -ers [count] 

2 Strut noun, pi struts 

1 [count] : a long, thin piece of wood or metal used for sup¬ 
port in a building, vehicle, etc. 

2 [singular] : a proud and confident walk ■ the strut of a su¬ 
permodel 

Strych-nine / , stnk,nain/ noun [noncount] : a poisonous 
substance that can be used in very small amounts as a medi¬ 
cine 

1 Stub /*stAb/ noun, pi stubs [count] 

1 : a short part left after a larger part has been broken off or 
used up ■ a pencil stub 

2 : a part of a ticket that is kept by the person who uses the 
ticket ■ Hold onto your ticket stub in case you leave the the¬ 
ater and want to come back in again. 

3 : a piece of paper that is attached to a check and has infor¬ 
mation (such as the amount and the date) printed on it ■ a 
check stub — see also pay stub 

2 stub verb stubs; stubbed; stub-bing [+ obf : to put out (a 
cigarette) by pressing it down against something — usually + 
out • He stubbed his cigarette out in/on the ashtray. 
stub your toe : to hurt your toe by hitting it against some¬ 
thing ■ She stubbed her toe against/on the leg of the chair. 
Stub-ble /'stAbal/ noun [noncount] 

1 : short hairs growing from the face of a man who has not 
shaved very recently ■ He ran his hand over his stubble. 

— see picture at beard 

2 : the short ends of crops left in the ground after the crops 
have been cut down 

— stub-bled /'stAbald/ adj ■ his stubbled chin ■ We drove 
past stubbled fields. — stub-bly /'stAbali/ adj • a stubbly 
beard 

Stub-born /'stAba-n/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : refusing to change your ideas or to stop doing something 
■ She’s wrong, but she’s too stubborn to admit it. ■ I admire 
his stubborn refusal to quit. ■ She has a stubborn streak. 
[=she is often stubborn] • He’s (as) stubborn as a mule. [=he’s 
very/extremely stubborn] 

2 : difficult to deal with, remove, etc. ■ stubborn hair • trying 
to treat a stubborn infection ■ a stubborn stain 

— stub-born-ly adv ■ She stubbornly refused to move. ■ The 
fever persisted stubbornly. — stub-born-ness /'stAba-n- 
nas/ noun [noncount] 

Stub-by /'stAbi/ adj stub-bi-er; -est : short and thick ■ 
hands with thick stubby fingers • My dog has a short stubby 
tail. ■stubby legs 

StUC-CO /'stAkou/ noun [noncount] : a type of plaster used 
for decoration or to cover the outside walls of houses 

— stuc-coed /'stAkoud/ adj ■ stuccoed buildings/ceilings/ 
walls 

1 Stuck /'stAk/ adj , not used before a noun 

1 a : difficult or impossible to move from a position ■ The 
ring is stuck on my finger. 1 The zipper is stuck. ■ The door 
keeps getting stuck. ■ The elevator got stuck on the fifth 
floor. — sometimes used figuratively ■ He’s an old man and 
stuck in his ways, ^completely unwilling to change his ways 
of doing or thinking about things] ■ The song is stuck in my 
head. [=1 keep hearing the song over and over again in my 
head] b : in a place or situation that is difficult or impossi¬ 
ble to get out of ■ The car was stuck in the mud. ■ We were 
stuck there for three days because of bad weather. ■ She was 
stuck in an awful marriage. ■ I was stuck at the office all day. ■ 
stuck at home with nothing to do ■ I got stuck in traffic, c 
: forced to keep or deal with someone or something unpleas¬ 
ant ■ We’re stuck with this old sofa that nobody wants. ■ I was 
stuck washing dishes. = I got stuck washing dishes. — see 
also stick with at 2 stick 

2 informal : unable to think of a solution, an idea, etc. ■ I’m 
stuck. Can you help me? ■ I’m stuck on this math problem. ■ I 
got stuck on the very first problem. "If you’re stuck for 
ideas, I can help. ■ (< chiefly Brit ) She’s never stuck for words. 
[=lost for words] 

get stuck infmto Brit, informal : to start doing something 
with a lot of energy ■ Grab a plate and get stuck in. 
stuck on informal : loving or admiring someone foolishly or 
too much • He was stuck on her for a while in high school. ■ 
She is stuck on herself. [=stuck-up] 

2 Stuck past tense and past participle o/ 2 stick 
Stuck—up /'stAk'Ap/ adj [more most ] informal : acting 
unfriendly towards other people because you think you are 
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better than they are : conceited ■ They’re just stuck-up 
people with too much money. 

1 Stud /'stAd/ noun, pi studs 

1 : a male animal (such as a horse) kept for breeding [count] 
retired racehorses being used as studs [noncount] retired 
racehorses at stud ■ a horse that has been put out to stud 

2 [count] informal : a very attractive and masculine man : a 
man who has sexual relations with many women ■ She left 
her husband and ran off with some young stud. 

- compare 2 stud 
2 Stud noun, pi studs [count] 

1 US : one of the upright pieces of wood that are used to 
build the frame of a wall 

2 : a small metal knob that is used for decoration ■ a belt 
decorated with silver studs 

3 : a small metal object used as a clothing fastener or for 
decoration ■ shirt studs 

4 : a small piece of jewelry that is attached through a hole in 
part of a person’s body (such as an ear) ■ She was wearing di¬ 
amond studs. — see color picture on page C11 

5 : one of the short pieces of metal or rubber on the surface 
of a snow tire 

- compare ’stud 

3 stud verb studs; Stud-ded; Stud-ding [+ obj\ : to decorate 
or cover (something) with many small items ■ Beads stud the 
surface of the gown. — often used figuratively ■ Bright stars 
studded the sky. 

Studded adf : covered or decorated with many small parts 
or pieces ■ a studded tire ■ a gown studded with jewels — of¬ 
ten used figuratively ■ a sky studded with stars ■ a career stud¬ 
ded with honors — sometimes used in combination ■ 
celebrity -studded shows [=shows that have many celebrities] 
Stu»dent /'stu:dnt, Brit 'stju.dnt/ noun, pi -dents [count] 

"f : a person who attends a school, college, or university ■ a 
high school student ■ a group of college students • She is a stu¬ 
dent at Georgetown University. ■ She is a student [=pupil] at 
our local elementary school. — often used before another 
noun ■ student athletes/groups/leaders/loans/trips — see 
also MATURE STUDENT 

2 : a person who studies something — + of ■ She is a student 
of human nature. 

Student body noun, pi ~ -ies [count] : the students at a 
school ■ The school has a large student body. [=a large num¬ 
ber of students attend the school] 

Student council noun, pi ~ -cils [count] : a group of stu¬ 
dents who are elected to help plan activities and to organize 
and manage life at school for other students 
Student driver noun, pi ~ -ers [count] US : someone who 
is learning to drive a car — called also (Brit) learner, (Brit) 
learner driver 

student government noun, pi ~ -merits : a group of 
students in a school who are elected to help plan activities 
and to organize and manage life at school for other students 
[count] She was president of the student government, [non¬ 
count] He is active in student government. 

Student teacher noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a student who is 
learning how to teach and practicing teaching for the first 
time 

- student teaching noun [noncount ] ■ Where did you do 
your student teaching' ? 

Student union (chiefly US) or Brit students’ union 

noun, pi ~ unions [count] 

1 : a building at a college or university that is used for stu¬ 
dents’ social activities 

2 Brit: an association of students at a college or university 
Stud-ied /‘stAdid/ acb 

1 : carefully thought out or prepared : thoughtful ■ She 
gave a studied response. 

2 : done deliberately ■ a studied insult ■ He viewed us with a 
studied indifference. 

StU*dio /'stu:di,oo, Brit 'stju:di,3u/ noun, pi -dios [count] 

1 : the building or room where an artist works 

2 : a place where people go to learn, practice, or study an art 
(such as singing, dancing, or acting) 

3 a : a place where movies are made b : a company that 
makes movies ■ the president of a major Hollywood studio 

4 : a place where radio or television programs are broadcast 

5 : a place where music is recorded 

6 : studio apartment • I rented a studio in the city. 
Studio apartment noun, pi ~ -merits [count] US : a small 

apartment that has a main room, a very small kitchen, and a 
bathroom — called also studio, (Brit) studio flat 


StU*di*OUS /‘stu:dij3s, Brit 'stjurdias/ adj [more —; most ~] 

1 : very serious about studying, reading, learning, etc. ■ a stu¬ 
dious child ■ studious habits 

2 : very careful and serious ■ He made a studious effort to 
obey the rules. ■ studious avoidance of trouble 

— stu-di-ous-ly adv ■ They did the homework assignment 
studiously. • She has been studiously avoiding/ignoring me. 
— stu-di-ous-ness noun [noncount ] • The teacher com¬ 
plimented the student on her studiousness. 

Stud*ly /'stAdli/ adj stud«li«er; -est US slang, of a man 
: very attractive and masculine ■ a studly [-hunky] actor 
1 Study /'stAdi/ noun, pi stud-ies 

1 : the activity or process of learning about something by 
reading, memorizing facts, attending school, etc. [noncount] 
Becoming a doctor requires years of study. ■ You can im¬ 
prove your knowledge of the natural world by study and ob¬ 
servation. ■ She is engaged in the study of law. [=she is study¬ 
ing law] ■ You can design your own course of study. [=you 
can choose the subjects you will study] [plural] She will re¬ 
turn to her studies after vacation. ■ He left the service to pur¬ 
sue his studies. 

2 a [count] : an area of learning taught in a school : subject 

— usually plural ■ literary/American/women’s studies — see 
also social studies b [singular] : something that a person 
studies or gives attention to ■ Their habits make an interest¬ 
ing study. [=it is interesting to study their habits] ■ She has 
made a study of the problem. [=she has studied the problem] 

3 [count] a : an organized experiment in which many 
things are looked at, measured, recorded, etc., in order to 
learn more about something ■ The agency conducted an en¬ 
vironmental study. ■ He took part in a study of childhood 
obesity, b : a report or publication based on a study ■ The 
study of the new drug will be published next year. 

4 [count] : a quiet room in someone’s home for reading, writ¬ 
ing, etc. ■ She spent the evening reading in her/the study. 

5 [singular] US : a person who learns or memorizes some¬ 
thing ■ He’s a fast/quick study. [=he learns things quickly] ■ 
When it comes to computers. I’m a slow study. 

6 [singular] : something or someone that clearly has or 
shows a particular quality or feature ■ The evening was a 
study in contrasts. [=some parts of the evening were very dif¬ 
ferent from other parts] ■ He was a study in concentration as 
he gazed at the computer screen. 

7 [count] art : an artistic work that deals with a particular 
subject and that is done especially to prepare for a larger 
work 

8 [count] music : a musical composition that is created for 
the practice of a particular technique 

under study: being thought about and considered so that a 
decision can be made : being studied ■ The proposal is un¬ 
der study. 

2 studv verb studies; stud-ied; study-ing 

1 : to read, memorize facts, attend school, etc., in order to 
learn about a subject [no obf] She studied hard. ■ Did you 
study for the test? ■ She’s studying to be a teacher. [+ obf] He 
is studying music. 

2 [+ obf] a : to give careful attention to (something) ■ I stud¬ 
ied the request carefully. ■ She was studying his face for a re¬ 
action. ■ The proposal was studied in great detail, b : to 
conduct an organized experiment in order to learn more 
about (something) ■ The effects of the drug have never been 
thoroughly studied. 

Study hall noun, pi ~ halls US : a time during the school 
day when a student is expected to go to a particular room in 
the school to study or to complete work assigned in other 
classes [noncount] I have study hall next period. ■ She got in 
trouble for talking in/during study hall, [count] a required 
study hall ■ My study hall starts at 11:04. 

1 Stuff /'stAf/ noun [noncount] 

1 informal a : materials, supplies, or equipment ■ She got 
out the cooking stuff to bake some cookies. ■ computers, 
word processors, and stuff like that ■ I need a place to store 
my stuff ', b : a group or pile of things that are not specifical¬ 
ly described ■ Pick that stuff up off the floor. 

2 informal — used to refer to something when you do not 
need to name exactly what it is ■ They sold tons of the stuff. ■ 
Trust me. This stuff works. ■ That stuff's expensive. ■ She 
wears cool stuff. ■ They're giving away free stuff at the door. ■ 
I didn’t like her early books, but her recent stuff is very good. 
■ The stuff he says about me is just not true. ■ I drink wine 
and beer occasionally, but I never touch the hard stuff. 
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[=hard liquor; alcoholic drinks like whiskey, vodka, etc.] 
— see also hot stuff, kid stuff 

3 informal — used to speak in a general way about some¬ 
thing that is talked about, written about, etc. ■ There’s some 
fascinating stuff'xn this book. ■ I can’t believe the stuff teenag¬ 
ers talk about. 

4 informal — used to describe the quality of a performance, 
experience, etc. ■ The presentation of facts in history can be 
pretty dull stuff. [=can be pretty dull] ■ This is great stuff [=is 
very enjoyable] for music fans. 

5 informal : actions or behavior of a particular kind ■ How 
do they get away with such stu ff? ■ Don’t try any funny stuff. 
■ There’s all this crazy stuff going on. ■ He does stuff that bugs 
his parents. 

6 : personality or character ■ He’s a coward but his brother is 
made of sterner/tougher stuff. [=his brother is a stronger/ 
tougher person] ■ A person who has the right stuff [=who has 
the necessary personal qualities] will do well here. 

7 : the material that something is made of ■ The floor tiles 
are made of very tough stuff. — often used figuratively ■ He 
has the stuff of greatness. [=he has the qualities that can 
make a person great] ■ Her partying became the stuff of leg¬ 
end. [=became very famous or legendary] 

8 baseball: the ability to throw pitches that are hard to hit ■ 
a pitcher with good stuff 

and stuff informal — used in speech to refer to things that 
are similar to the thing just mentioned ■ They asked me 
about my plans for the future and stuff. ■ The store sells 
TVs and stereos and stuff (like that). 
do your stuff informal : to do the things that you are able to 
do well: to do things that you are known for doing ■ You’ll 
succeed if you just get out there and do your stuff- 
know your stuff informal : to be an expert at something ■ 
When it comes to gardening, she really knows her stuff- 
[=she knows a lot about gardening] 
show your stuff informal : to show what you are able to do 
: to show your skills ■ The competition gives young per¬ 
formers a chance to show their stuff, 
strut your stuff see 'strut 
2 Stuff verb stuffs; stuffed; stuffing [+ obj] 

1 : to fill (something) so that there is no room for anything 
else ■ The boy stuffed his pockets with candy. ■ She stuffed the 
laundry bag full. — often used figuratively ■ The book is 
stuffed [-filled] with information. ■ The students were stuff¬ 
ing their heads with facts. 

2 : to push (something) quickly and carelessly into a small 
space — usually + into ■ The boy stuffed the candy into his 
pockets. ■ He tried to stuff [=cram] all his clothes into one 
suitcase. 

3 : to put a seasoned mixture of food into (something that is 
being cooked) ■ stuff a turkey ■ stuff ' a pepper 

4 : to fill the skin of (a dead animal) so that it looks the way 
it did when it was alive — often used as (be) stuffed ■ He had 
the deer’s head stuffed. 

stuff it informal — used as an angry and rude way to say 
that you do not want something or are not interested in 
something ■ When they offered me the job I told them they 
could stuff it. 

stuff the ballot box see ballot box 
stuff yourself or stuff your face informal + often disapprov¬ 
ing : to eat a large amount of food ■ They stuffed themselves 
with pizza. 

stuffed adj 

1 not used before a noun : filled with food : not hungry any 
more ■ “Would you like another piece of pie?” “No, thanks. 
I’m stuffed." 

2 : filled with mucus because of illness ■ My nose is stuffed 
(up). = I’m (all) stuffed up. ■ a stuffed (up) nose 

get stuffed chiefly Brit, informal — used as an angry and 
rude way to tell someone to go away or to leave you alone ■ 
When they refused to consider him for the promotion he 
told them they could get stuffed. 

Stuffed animal noun, pi ~ -mals [count] US : a toy in the 
shape of an animal that usually has fake fur and is filled with 
soft material — called also (Brit) soft toy 
Stuffed Shirt noun, pi ~ shirts [count] informal + disap¬ 
proving : a person who behaves in a very formal way and ex¬ 
pects to be treated as someone very important 
stuffing /'stAfii)/ noun, pi -ings 

1 [noncount] : soft material that is used to fill a pillow, cush¬ 
ion, etc. 

2 : a seasoned mixture of food that is put inside another 


food and cooked [noncount] Would you like more stuffing? 
[count] a delicious bread stuffing 

knock the stuffing out of informal: to cause (someone) to 
lose energy and confidence : to make (someone) feel weak 
or overwhelmed ■ When he found out that he didn’t get the 
job, it really knocked the stuffing out of Yum. 
stuffy /'sufi/ adj stuff-i-er; -est 

1 : lacking fresh air ■ a stuffy attic/room ■ It’s very stuffy in 
here. 

2 : filled with mucus because of illness : stuffed ■ She had 
a stuffy nose. ■ I had a stuffy feeling in my head. 

3 informal + disapproving : very formal, serious, or old- 
fashioned ■ the stuffiest members of that exclusive club ■ a 
stuffy old judge 

— StufMdy /'stAfali/ adv • stuffily respectable people 
— stuffiness /'stAfinas/ noun [noncount] 

Stul-ti*fy /'stAlt3,fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy*ing [+ obj]formal 
: to cause (someone or something) to become dull, slow, etc. 
■ The government has been stultified by bureaucracy. 

— stultifying adj [more most ~] ■ stultifying boredom 
Stum*ble /‘stAmbal/ verb stum-bles; stum-bled; stum¬ 
bling [no obj] 

1 : to hit your foot on something when you are walking or 
running so that you fall or almost fall : trip ■ I stumbled on 
the uneven pavement. ■ The horse stumbled and almost fell. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to walk in an 
awkward way ■ He stumbled drunkenly across the room. ■ He 
stumbled over to the table. ■ She usually stumbles out of bed 
[=gets out of bed] around 7:00 am. 

3 a : to speak or act in an awkward way ■ I heard him stum¬ 
ble over the unfamiliar words. ■ She stumbled through an 
apology, b : to begin to have problems after a time of suc¬ 
cess ■ The economy has stumbled in recent months. 

4 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to find or 
learn about something unexpectedly ■ I stumbled across/on/ 
upon [=found] this book by chance. ■ He stumbled onto 
[=found out] the truth. ■ We stumbled ontoiacross the ruins of 
an old fort. ■ They stumbled onfupon [—discovered] a bizarre 
plot. 

— stumble noun, pi stumbles [count] ■ After a few stum¬ 
bles, the economy was back on track, -stum-bler 
/'stAmbaW noun, pi -biers [count] 

Stum*ble*bum /'stAmbahbAm/flown,/?/ -bums [count] US. 
informal : a clumsy and stupid person "His political oppo¬ 
nents have portrayed him as an inept stumblebum. 
Stumbling block noun, pi ~ blocks [count] : something 
that stops you from doing what you want to do ■ Lack of 
funds is a major stumbling block to the project. ■ My plans hit 
a stumbling block. 

1 Stump /*stAmp/ noun, pi stumps [count] 

1 : a part that remains after something has been broken off, 
removed, worn down, etc. ■ the stump of a pipe/tooth 

2 : the part of a tree that remains in the ground after the tree 
is cut down ■ a tree stump 

3 : the part of an arm or leg that remains after most of it has 
been cut off 

4 cricket: one of the three sticks that form a wicket 

on the stump : traveling around and giving speeches during 
a campaign for election to a political office ■ candidates 
who give the same speech over and over when they’re on 
the stump — see also stump speech 
2 Stump verb stumps; stumped; stump-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to be too difficult for (someone) to answer ■ The 
question completely stumped the contestant. [=the contes¬ 
tant did not know the answer to the question] ■ This problem 
has me stumped. [=1 do not know the solution to this prob¬ 
lem] 

2 US : to go to different places and make speeches during a 
political campaign [no obj] She will be stumping in our dis¬ 
trict this week. [+ obj] Several candidates have been stump¬ 
ing the state for the past month. 

3 [+ obj] cricket: to cause (a batsman who is away from the 
hitting area) to be out by touching the wicket with the ball 
stump up [phrasal verb] stump up or stump up (something) 

also stump (something) up Brit, informal : to pay (an 
amount of money) especially when you do not want to ■ 
He may be required to stump up for the repairs. ■ If she 
can’t pay. I’ll have to stump up [=cough up] the money. 
Stump-er /'stAmpa 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] US, informal : a 
very difficult question ■ Some of the questions on the test 
were real stumpers. 
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stump speech noun, pi ~ speeches [count] US : a 
speech that is made many times by a politician who is travel¬ 
ing to different places during a campaign for election 
Stumpy /'stAmpi/ adj stump-i-er; -est: short and thick ■ a 
dog with a stumpy [ =stubby ] tail ■ stumpy legs 
Stun /'stAn/ verb stuns; stunned; stun-ning [+ obj] 

1 : to surprise or upset (someone) very much ■ a theft that 
stunned [= shocked] the art world ■ The angry criticism 
stunned them. ■ They were stunned by the news. = The news 
stunned them. • His old friends were stunned at his success. ■ 
She sat in stunned disbelief/silence. ■ There was a stunned ex¬ 
pression on her face. 

2 : to cause (someone) to suddenly become very confused, 
very dizzy, or unconscious ■ weapons that can stun people 
temporarily 

Stung past tense and past participle of 1 sting 
Stun gun noun, pi ~ guns [count] : a gun that produces an 
electric shock which makes someone unconscious or stops 
someone from moving 

Stunkport tense and past participle of 1 stink 
Stun*ner AtAna 1 / noun, pi -ners [count] informal 

1 : a very attractive person ■ His wife is a real stunner. 

2 : something that amazes or shocks people ■ The jury’s deci¬ 
sion was a stunner. 

Stunning adj [more most ~] 

1 : very surprising or shocking ■ Researchers have made a 
stunning discovery. ■ stunning news ■ a stunning decision 

2 : very beautiful or pleasing ■ Our room had a stunning view 
of the lake. ■ a stunning gown ■ a stunning young woman 

— stun-ning-ly adv ■ a. stunningly beautiful woman ■ a stun¬ 
ningly clear/sharp picture ■ a stunningly rude remark 

1 Stunt /'stAnt/ verb stunts; stunt*ed; stunt-ing [+ obj] : to 
stop (someone or something) from growing or developing • 
Poor soil can stunt a plant's growth. ■ Too many restrictions 
have stunted the economy. 

2 Stunt noun, p/stunts [count] 

1 : something that is done to get attention or publicity ■ 
Some people say that the announcement of his retirement 
was just a stunt. ■ a promotional/publicity stunt 

2 : a difficult and often dangerous action ■ a pilot doing 
loops and other dangerous stunts', especially : a difficult ac¬ 
tion or scene that is done by actors in a movie ■ a star actor 
who does/performs his own stunts 

pull a stunt informal: to do something foolish or dangerous 
■ Don’t ever pull a stunt like that again! 

Stunt double noun, pi ~ doubles [count] : a person who 
takes an actor’s place during the filming of stunts and dan¬ 
gerous scenes for a movie or TV show 
Stunt*man AtAnt,m£en/ noun, pi -men /-,men/ [count] : a 
man who takes an actor’s place during the filming of stunts 
and dangerous scenes for a movie or TV show ■ a Hollywood 
stuntman 

Stunt-wom-an AtAnt,wuni3n/ noun, pi -wom-en /-,wi- 
man/ [count] : a woman who takes an actor’s place during 
the filming of stunts and dangerous scenes for a movie or TV 
show ■ a Hollywood stuntwoman 
Stu-pe-fy Atu:pa,fai, Brit 'stju:p3,fai/ verb -ties; -fled; -ty¬ 
ing [+ obj] : to shock or surprise (someone) very much : to 
cause (someone) to become confused or unable to think 
clearly — usually used as (be) stupefied ■ I was stupified by 
their decision. 

— stu-pe-fac-tion /jStu.pa'fcekJbn, Brit jStjurpa'fcekfan/ 
noun [noncount] ■ They looked at her in stupefaction. 
- stupefied adj [more mast ~] ■ They looked at her 
with stupefied expressions on their faces. — stupefying 
adj [more most ~] ■ a stupefying display of arrogance ■ 
stupefying boredom — stu*pe*fy*ing*ly Atu:p3,fajir)li, 
Brit 'stju:p3,fajir)li/ adv ■ a chore that’s stupefdngly boring 

StU»pen*dOUS /stu'pendas, Brit stju'pcndas/ adj [more ~; 
most ~] : so large or great that it amazes you ■ a stupendous 
[-magnificent] fireworks display ■ a person with stupendous 
wealth 

— stu-pen*dous*ly adv • a stupendously wealthy person 
StU-pid Atu:pad, Brit 'stju:pod/ adj stu-pid*er; -est [also 

more most ~] 

1 : not intelligent : having or showing a lack of ability to 
learn and understand things ■ She angrily described her boss 
as a stupid old man. ■ He had a stupid expression on his face. 
■ I’m not stupid enough to fall for that trick. 

2 : not sensible or logical: foolish ■ Why are you being so 
stupid ? ■ It was stupid of me to try to hide this from you. ■ We 
were stupid to wait so long before we made a decision. ■ I did 


some pretty stupid things when I was young. • a stupid movie 
■ a silly, stupid song ■ a stupid decision/mistake 

3 ; not able to think normally because you are drunk, tired, 
etc. • Two glasses of wine are enough to make me stupid. • I 
was stupid with fatigue. 

4 informal — used to refer to something in an angry or irri¬ 
tated way ■ The stupid car won’t start. ■ Where did I put those 
stupid keys? 

— stu-pid-ly adv ■ He’s been acting stupidly. • I stupidly 
thought it was a good idea. ■ She was staring stupidly out 
the window. 

Stu-pid-i-ty /stu'pidati, Brit stju'pidati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : the state of being foolish or unintelligent: the 
condition of being stupid • I was shocked by the stupidity of 
their decision/behavior. 

2 [count] : a stupid idea or action — usually plural ■ the stu¬ 
pidities of war 

StU-por Atu:pas Brit 'stjurpa 1 / noun, pi -pors [count]: a con¬ 
dition in which someone is not able to think normally be¬ 
cause of being drunk, drugged, tired, etc. ■ He fell into a 
drunken stupor. ■ drug-induced stupors ■ in a stupor of fatigue 
Stur-dy At&di/ adj stur»di*er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : strongly made ■ a sturdy ship ■ sturdy furniture 

2 : strong and healthy ■ sturdy , muscular legs ■ a sturdy ath¬ 
lete ■ a dog with a strong sturdy build 

3 : having or showing mental or emotional strength ■ sturdy 
common sense ■ sturdy self-reliance 

— Stur-di-ly Ata'dali/ adj ■ sturdily made furniture — Stur- 
di-ness Atadinas/ noun [noncount] ■ the sturdiness of the 
furniture ■ the bank's financial sturdiness [-strength ] 

Stur-geon Ataman/ noun, pi -geons [count, noncount] : a 
type of large fish that is eaten as food ->• The eggs of the stur¬ 
geon are eaten as caviar. 

1 Stut-ter /'stAta tf verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing : to have a 
speech problem that causes you to repeat the beginning 
sound of some words [no obj] I used to stutter when I was a 
child. ■ She stutters when she gets excited. [+ obj] He stut¬ 
tered [=.stammered] something that I didn’t understand. 

— stut-ter-er AtAtara/ noun, pi -ers [count] ■ I was a stut¬ 
terer as a child. — stuttering noun [noncount] ■ He had 
speech therapy for his stuttering. 

2 StUtter noun [singular] : a speech problem that causes some¬ 
one to repeat the beginning sounds of some words ■ He has a 
stutter. = He speaks with a stutter. [=he stutters] 

1 Sty Atai/ noun.pl sties also styes [count] 

1 : a place where pigs are kept: pigsty 

2 informal : a dirty or messy place : pigsty ■ His room was a 
sty. 

— compare 2 STY 

2 sty or stye Atai/ noun, pi sties or styes [count] medical : a 
painful, swollen red area on the edge of an eyelid — com¬ 
pare 'sty 

1 Style Atajal/ noun, pi styles 

1 : a particular way in which something is done, created, or 
performed [count] I don’t like the flowery style of his writ¬ 
ing. ■ She has a unique style of singing. ■ a baseball pitcher 
with an unusual style [noncount] She writes with more at¬ 
tention to style than to content. ■ The room was decorated in 
modem style. 

2 [count] : a particular form or design of something ■ The car 
is available in several different styles. ■ a new dress style ■ the 
Greek style of architecture ■ The range of clothing styles has 
become more varied. ■ Victorian-siyfe drapes 

3 [count] : a way of behaving or of doing things ■ His man¬ 
agement style is abrasive. ■ Openly criticizing a fellow worker 
is just not my style. [=1 would never openly criticize a fellow 
worker] ■ You’re a good negotiator. I like your style. [=1 like 
the way you do things] 

4 [noncount] ; a particular way of living ■ He has been living 
in high style. [=he has been living the way rich people live] 

— see also lifestyle 

5 [noncount] : the quality that makes things attractive, fash¬ 
ionable, etc. ■ He has a real sense of style. ■ She’s a woman of 
style. [=she’s a stylish woman] 

6 [noncount] : an easy and graceful manner ■ It was an awk¬ 
ward moment but she handled it with style. 

7 [count] : the way that written words are spelled, capital¬ 
ized, etc. ■ Each newspaper had its own style. ■ a style guide 
cramp your style see 2 cramp 

in style 1 : popular or fashionable ■ clothes that are always 
in style [=in fashion] 2 : in a way that is impressive or ad¬ 
mired because it shows talent, good taste, etc. : in a stylish 
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way ■ When she travels she likes to do it in style. ■ He fin¬ 
ished the tournament in style by winning his last match 
very quickly and easily. 

out of style : not popular or fashionable : not stylish ■ a fad 
that has fallen/gone out of style 
2 style verb styles; styled; styl-ing [ + obj] 

1 formal : to give (yourself) a name or title even if you do 
not really deserve it ■ She styles [ =calls] herself a "spiritual ad¬ 
viser.” — often + as ■ He styles himself as an expert in inter¬ 
national politics. — see also self-styled 

2 : to give a particular shape to (someone’s hair) • She cuts 
and styles hair. ■ She's having her hair styled tomorrow. 

3 : to design (something) for a particular purpose ■ clothing 
styled for teenagers ■ a book styled for a general audience 

1 Styling noun [noncount] : the way in which something is de¬ 
signed ■ a car with sleek new styling ■ clothing with classic 
styling 

2 Styling adj, always used before a noun : used for creating a 
hair style ■ styling products/salons 
StyMsh /'stailij/ adj [i more most —]: following the popu¬ 

lar style : fashionable ■ She wears stylish clothes. = She’s a 
stylish dresser. ■ a stylish apartment/house 

— styMsh-ly adv ■ a stylishly dressed person — stylish¬ 
ness noun [noncount] 

Stylist /'stailist/ noun, pi -ists [count] 

1 : a person whose job is to make something (such as a per¬ 
son’s hair) look attractive ■ a hair stylist ■ a fashion/food styl¬ 
ist 

2 : a person known for writing, singing, etc., in a particular 
style ■ She is a fine literary/prose/song stylist. 

sty-lis-tic /stai'listik/ adj : of or relating to style ■ There are 
a number of stylistic changes in the new car. ■ stylistic differ¬ 
ences among various writers 

— sty-lis-ti-cal-ly /stai'listikli/ adv ■ stylistically different 
writers ■ Stylistically, the movie resembles a documentary. 

Stylized also Brit stylised /'staja.laizd/ adj [more most 
~]: made to look like a style or pattern rather than the way 
it would really look in nature ■ stylized floral/flower motifs ■ 
fabric with highly stylized animal prints 
StyiUS Atailss/ noun, pi styii /'stai^ai/ also sty-lus-es 
/'staibsas/ [count] 

1 : a very small, pointed piece of metal that touches a record 
and produces sound when the record is played : needle 

2 : a tool used long ago for writing on clay or wax tablets 

3 : a small tool that is used to write or touch buttons on a 
computer 

Sty -mie /'staimi/ verb -mies; -mied; -mie-ing [+ obj] : to 
stop (someone) from doing something or to stop (something) 
from happening ■ The bad weather has stymied [=thwarted] 
the police in their investigations. ■ Progress on the project 
has been stymied by lack of money. 

Sty-ro-foam / l stair9,foum/ trademark — used for a type of 
light and usually white plastic 

suave /'swa:v/ adj suav-er; -est [or more most —]: be¬ 
having in a relaxed, confident, and pleasant way in social sit¬ 
uations ■ a suave and sophisticated businessman 

— suave-ly adv - suave-ness noun [noncount] - sua-vi- 
, *y /'swaivati/ noun [noncount] 

1 SUb /'sAb/ noun, pi subs [count] informal 

1 : someone who does the job of another person when that 
person is not able to do it : substitute ■ The team’s subs 
need to be versatile. ■ (US) We had a sub [substitute teacher] 
in English class all week. 

2 Brit : subeditor 

— compare 3 SUB 

2 sub verb subs; subbed; sub-bing 

1 : to take the place of another person : to act as a substitute 
[no obj] Smith subbed for Jones at halftime. ■ subbing in a 
Broadway play ■ Mr. Johnson will be subbing [=working as a 
substitute teacher] at the high school. [+ obj] ( chiefly Brit ) ■ 
Smith subbed Jones at halftime. — usually used as (be/get) 
subbed ■ Jones was subbed (by Smith) at halftime. 

2 [+ obj] : subcontract ■ The company subs (out) some of 
its jobs. 

3 SUb noun, pi subs [count] informal 

1 : submarine ■ a nuclear sub 

2 US : submarine sandwich ■ I had a sub for lunch. 

— compare *SUB 
SUb -prefix 

1 : under : beneath : below ■ subsoil ■ .yuMreezing 

2 a : at a lower rank or secondary level ■ .^station b : di¬ 
vision or smaller part of ■ .subcommittee ■ .subtopic 


sub-al-tern /sa'bailten, Brit 'sAbaltan/ noun, pi -terns 
[count] : a junior officer in the British army 
SUb—aq*ua /,SAb'£ekw3/ adj, always used before a noun, Brit 
: relating to activities done under water : underwater ■ 
sub-aqua diving ■ joined a sub-aqua club 
SUb-atom-iC AsAba^aimik/ adj 

1 : smaller than an atom ■ subatomic particles 

2 : of or relating to the inside of an atom ■ studied subatomic 
physics 

SUb-COm-mit-tee /'sAbka^mti/ noun, pi -tees [count] : a 
part of a committee that is organized for a certain purpose • 
The Senate has formed a subcommittee to set up an investiga¬ 
tion. 

SUb-COm-pact /'sAb'kain^pEekt/ noun, pi -pacts [count] 
US : a very small car 

1 SUb*C0tl*SCi0US AsAb'kainJas/a*#: existing in the part of 
the mind that a person is not aware of : existing in the mind 
but not consciously known or felt ■ subconscious desires/mo¬ 
tives • the subconscious mind 

— sub*con«scious»ly adv ■ Things can influence us sub¬ 
consciously. ■ Perhaps I subconsciously wanted it to hap¬ 
pen. 

Subconscious noun [noncount] : the part of a person’s 
mind that has ideas, feelings, etc., that the person is not 
aware of ■ A person's behavior can be influenced by urges 
that exist only in the subconscious. ■ Those feelings had been 
hidden in her subconscious. — compare UNCONSCIOUS 
SUb-COn-ti-nent AsAb'kamtsnant/ noun, pi -nents [count] 

: a large area of land that is a part of a continent — used es¬ 
pecially to refer to the area that includes India, Pakistan, and 
Bangladesh ■ the Indian subcontinent 

— sub-con-ti-nen-tal /.sAb.kamta'nentl/ adj 
Sub-con-tract AsAb'kain^nekt/ verb -tracts; -tract-ed; 

-tracking : to hire another person or company to do part of 
a job that you have been hired to do [+ obj] Parts of the 
project were subcontracted (out) to specialists. = Specialists 
were subcontracted for parts of the project, [no obj] The 
large firm subcontracted with a smaller company. 

— sub-con-trac-tor AsA^kain^rjekta 1 / noun, pi -tors 
[count] ■ There are several subcontractors working at the 
new building site. ■ He has good relationships with all the 
subcontractors he hires. 

Subcontract noun, pi -tracts [count] : a legal agreement 
by which you hire another person or company to do part of 
a job you have been hired to do 
sub-cul-ture /'sAb^Altfa 1 / noun, pi -tures [count]: a group 
that has beliefs and behaviors that are different from the 
main groups within a culture or society ■ a subculture of local 
painters/writers • a subculture of poverty and crime 

— sub-cul-tur-al AsAb'kAltfaral/ adj ■ subcultural groups ■ 
subcultural differences 

SUb-CU-ta-ne-OUS AsAbkju'temijas/ adj, medical : under 
the skin ■ subcutaneous tissues ■ a subcutaneous injection 

— sub-cu-ta-ne-ous-ly adv 

sub-di-vide /.sAbds'vaid/ verb -vides; -vid-ed; -vid-ing 

[+ obj] 

1 : to divide (something) into several or many smaller parts ■ 
The house is being subdivided into several apartments. ■ The 
people who attend the conference can be subdivided into 
three distinct groups. 

2 US : to divide (a piece of land) into smaller areas on which 
houses will be built ■ He plans to subdivide his property. • 
The land will be subdivided into building lots. 

SUb-di-vi-sion / l SAbd9,vi39n/ noun, pi -sions 

1 [count] : one of the parts into which something is divided • 
a political subdivision of the state 

2 [noncount] : the act or process of dividing something into 
smaller parts ■ The plan calls for (the) subdivision of the 
property into several building lots. 

3 [count] US : an area of land that has been divided into 
smaller areas on which houses are built ■ She lives in a new 
subdivision [=development] out in the suburbs. 

sub-due /sab'du:, Brit S3b*dju:/ verb -dues; -dued; -du- 
ing [+ obj] 

1 : to get control of (a violent or dangerous person or group) 
by using force, punishment, etc. ■ The troops* were finally 
able to subdue the rebel forces after many days of fighting. ■ 
He was injured while trying to subdue a violent drunk. 

2 : to get control of (something, such as a strong emotion) ■ 
She struggled to subdue her fears. 

SUb-dued /sab'duid, Brit sab'djuid/ adj [more —; most ~] 
: not strong, loud, intense, etc. ■ She spoke in a subdued 
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voice. • a. subdued manner ■ The color/lighting in the lobby is 
subdued. 

SUb-ed-i-tOr AsAb'edata*/ noun, pi -tors [count] Brit : a per¬ 
son whose job is to prepare a book, newspaper, etc., for 
printing by making sure the words are correct : copy edi¬ 
tor 

- sub-ed-it /.sAb'edat/ verb - its; -it-ed; -it-ing [+ obj] 
SUb-f reez«ing /(SAb'frfczii)/ adj, chiefly US : colder than the 

temperature at which water freezes : colder than 32°F or 
0°C ■ subfreezing temperatures/weather 
sub-head /'sAb,hed/ noun, pi -heads [count] : subhead¬ 
ing 

SUb-head-ing /'sAb,hedii]/ noun, pi -ings [count] 

1 : an additional headline or title that comes immediately af¬ 
ter the main headline or title ■ The newspaper headline read 
"House bums down on Elm Street” with the subheading “Ar¬ 
son suspected.” 

2 : a title given to one of the parts or divisions of a piece of 
writing ■ You can find the chart in the "Financial Matters” 
chapter under the subheading "Mortgages and Loans.” 

SUb*hU*man AsAb'hjuiman/ adj 

1 : not having or showing the level of kindness, intelligence, 
etc., that is expected of normal human beings ■ The prisoners 
suffered subhuman treatment. ■ subhuman murderers 

2 : not suitable for human beings • subhuman living condi¬ 
tions — compare inhuman, nonhuman 

1 Sllb-ject /'sAbcfeikt/ noun, pi -jects [count] 

1 : the person or thing that is being discussed or described 
: topic ■ The new museum is the subject of an article in to¬ 
day’s paper. ■ Death is a difficult subject that few people like 
to talk about. ■ I need to break the news to her, but I’m not 
sure how to bring up the subject. • If you’re interested in lin¬ 
guistics, I know an excellent book on the/that subject. ■ an 
excellent book on the subject of linguistics ■ While we’re on 
the subject of [=talking about] work, have you met the new 
boss? ■ Every time I talk to her, we seem to get on/onto the 
subject of work. [=we start talking about work] ■ These 
meetings would be much shorter if we could keep him from 
getting off the subject. ■ I didn’t want to talk about work, so I 
changed the subject. [=started a new topic of conversation] ■ 
When he started getting upset, I dropped the subject. 
[=stopped talking about that topic] • The morality of capital 
punishment is a frequent subject of/for debate. 

2 : an area of knowledge that is studied in school ■ Chemis¬ 
try was my favorite subject in high school. ■ The classes cover 
a variety of subject areas, including mathematics and En¬ 
glish. 

3 : a person or thing that is being dealt with in a particular 
way — + of • He was the subject of a criminal investigation. 
[=he was investigated to find out if he had committed a 
crime] ■ She was the subject of a lawsuit. 

4 : someone or something that is shown in a photograph, 
painting, etc. ■ Love between a mother and child is the sub¬ 
ject of many of her paintings. ■ The photographer’s principal 
subjects were poor immigrant workers. ■ What kind of expo¬ 
sure should I use for a dark subject on a light background? 

5 : a person or animal that is used in an experiment, study, 
etc. ■ Each subject was asked to fill out a questionnaire. • The 
hospital is recruiting test subjects for the study. 

6 grammar : a noun, noun phrase, or pronoun that performs 
the action of a verb in a sentence "In English, the subject 
goes before the verb and the object comes after. ■ "He” is the 
subject (of the verb "kissed”) in the sentence “He kissed me.” 

— compare object 

7 : a person who lives in a country that is ruled by a king or 
queen : a citizen of a monarchy • British subjects 

2 SUb*ject /'sAbcfeikt/ adj : under the control of a ruler • sub¬ 
ject peoples — often + to • They were subject to the emperor. 
subject to 1 : affected by or possibly affected by (some¬ 
thing) ■ Clothing purchases over $200 are subject to tax. 
[=tax must be paid on clothing purchases over $200] ■ Any¬ 
one caught trespassing is subject to a $500 fine. [=anyone 
caught trespassing will have to pay a $500 fine] ■ The firm 
is subject to state law. ■ The schedule is tentative and sub¬ 
ject to change. [=the schedule may be changed at a later 
date] 2 : likely to do, have, or suffer from (something) 
: prone • My cousin is subject to panic attacks. ■ I’d rather 
not live in an area that is subject to flooding. [=an area 
where floods occur] 3 : dependent on something else to 
happen or be true ■ The sale of the property is subject to ap¬ 
proval by the city council. [=the property cannot be sold 
unless the city council approves the sale] ■ All rooms are 


just $100 a night, subject to availability. 

3 sub-ject /sab'tfcekt/ verb -jects; -ject-ed; -ject*ing 

subject to [phrasal verb] subject (someone or something) to 
(something) 1 : to cause or force (someone or something) 
to experience (something harmful, unpleasant, etc.) • They 
are suspected of subjecting their children to abuse. [=of 
abusing their children] ■ The test involved subjecting the 
sample to intense heat. — often used as (be) subjected to • 
The prisoners were subjected to torture. ■ During the hurri¬ 
cane, many buildings were subjected to [=many buildings 
experienced] 100 mile-per-hour winds. ■ No one should 
have to be subjected to my uncle’s bad jokes. ■ His argu¬ 
ment was subjected to careful analysis. [=was carefully ana¬ 
lyzed] 2 : to bring (someone or something) under (your 
control or rule) ■ He subjected her to his will. [=he forced 
her to do what he wanted her to do] ■ Alexander the Great 
subjected much of Europe and Asia to his rule. 

— sub-jec-tion /sab'cfeekjan/ noun [noncount] formal ■ the 
prisoners’ subjection to torture ■ The tyrant kept the people 
in subjection. 

SUb-jec-tive /sab'cfeektiv/ adj 

1 philosophy : relating to the way a person experiences 
things in his or her own mind ■ subjective reality ■ Dreaming 
is a subjective experience. ■ a person’s subjective perception of 
the world 

2 [more most ~] : based on feelings or opinions rather 
than facts • a subjective judgment/decision ■ Personal taste in 
clothing is very subjective. ■ In reviewing applicants, we con¬ 
sider both objective criteria, such as test scores, and subjec¬ 
tive criteria, such as leadership ability. • Law can be madden¬ 
ingly subjective. So much is left up to your own interpre¬ 
tation. — opposite objective 

3 grammar : relating to nouns, noun phrases, or pronouns 
that are the subjects of verbs ■ The pronoun "we” is in the 
subjective [-nominative ] case in the sentence "We saw her.” 

— compare objective 

— sub*jec*tive-ly adv • Contest entries are subjectively eval¬ 
uated. - sub-jec*tiv*i-ty /sg^cfeek'tivati/ noun [non¬ 
count] • the subjectivity of opinions and judgments 

Subject matter noun [ noncount ] : the information or ideas 
that are discussed or dealt with in a book, movie, etc. : what 
something is about • I found the film’s subject matter to be 
quite disturbing. • The magazine’s editors care more about 
style than about subject matter. [ ^content ] ■ She disapproves 
of the artist’s choice of subject matter. 
sub-ju-gate /'sAbcfei.geit/ verb -gates; -gat*ed; -gat-ing 
[+ obj] formal : to defeat and gain control of (someone or 
something) by the use of force : to conquer and gain the 
obedience of (a group of people, a country, etc.) ■ The em¬ 
peror’s armies subjugated the surrounding lands. ■ a people 
subjugated by invaders — often used figuratively ■ a legal 
system that subjugates [=oppresses] women 

— sub-ju-ga-tion /iSAbcfoi'geiJgn/ noun [noncount] 
1 sub-junc-tive /sab'cfeAgktiv/ adj, grammar : of or relating 

to the verb form that is used to express suggestions, wishes, 
uncertainty, possibility, etc. ■ In “I wish it were Friday,” the 
verb "were" is in the subjunctive mood. ■ a subjunctive verb 
form — compare indicative 
2 subjunctive noun, pi -tives grammar 

1 the subjunctive : the form that a verb or sentence has 
when it is expressing a suggestion, wish, uncertainty, possi¬ 
bility, etc. • "I wish it were not so" is in the subjunctive. 

2 [count] : a subjunctive verb or sentence ■ Subjunctives can 
be used to express doubt. 

1 sub-lease /'sAbgliis/ noun, pi -leas-es [count] US : a legal 
agreement by which someone who is renting an apartment, 
house, etc., is allowed to rent it to someone else for a period 
of time 

2 sublease /'sAb'liis/ verb -leas-es; -leased; -leas-ing [+ 
obj] US : ‘sublet ■ She subleased her apartment to a student 
for the summer. • The agency subleases office space from a 
law firm. 

1 sub-let /'sAb'let/ verb -lets; -let; -let-ting 

1 : to allow someone to use (an apartment, house, etc., that 
you are renting) for a period of time in return for payment 
[+ obj] She sublet her apartment to a student for the summer. 
[no obj] He asked his landlord if he could sublet. 

2 : to use (an apartment, house, etc., that is rented by some¬ 
one) in return for payment [+ obj] The agency sublets office 
space from a law firm in the building. ■ I need someone to 
sublet my apartment for the summer, [no obj] She agreed to 
sublet. 
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2 SUblet/'sAb,let/ noun.pl -lets {count]: an apartment, house, 
etc., that you sublet from someone ■ I’m looking for a sublet 
since I’m only going to be here for the summer, 
sub-li-mate /'sAbla.meit/ verb -mates; -mat-ed; -mat¬ 
ing [+ obj] psychology : to express a desire or feeling by 
changing it into a form that is socially acceptable ■ She subli¬ 
mated her erotic feelings into a series of paintings. ■ I subli¬ 
mated my grief at the death of my mother by throwing my¬ 
self into my work. 

— sub-li-ma*tion /.SAbla'meiJon/ noun [noncount] 
sub-lime /sa'blaim/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : very beautiful or good : causing strong feelings of admi¬ 
ration or wonder ■ Her paintings are sublime. ■ He composed 
some of the most sublime symphonies in existence. ■ the sub¬ 
lime beauty of the canyon 

2 : complete or extreme : uiter ■ sublime ignorance/stu¬ 
pidity 

the sublime : something that is very beautiful or good ■ 
writings on the sublime ■ They have brought ordinary food 
to the level of the sublime. [=they have made ordinary food 
extraordinary] ■ The movies shown at the festival ranged 
from the sublime to the ridiculous. 

— sub-lime-ly adv ■ a sublimely stunning landscape — sub- 
lim-i-ty /sa'blimsti/ noun [noncount] ■ I’ve never heard 
anyone who could match the sublimity of her playing. 

sub-lim-i-nal /sa'blimanl /adi : relating to things that influ¬ 
ence your mind in a way that you do not notice ■ The studio 
denied the existence of subliminal messages in the movie. ■ I 
am skeptical that subliminal advertising actually works. 

— sub-lim-i-naMy adv 

sub-ma-chine gun /.sAbma'jiin-/ noun, pi ~ guns 
[count] : a small, light machine gun 
1 sub-ma-rine /'sAbmajriin/ noun, pi -rines [count] 

1 : a ship that can operate underwater ■ nuclear submarines 

2 US : SUBMARINE SANDWICH 

Submarine adi, always used before a noun, technical : locat¬ 
ed below the surface of the water : underwater, under¬ 
sea ■ a submarine canyon 

SUb-ma-ri-ner /.SAbma'riina 1 , Brit ,SAb'msr3n3/ noun, pi 
-ners [count] : someone who is a member of a submarine 
crew 

submarine sandwich noun, pi ~ -wiches [count] US : a 
sandwich that is made by splitting a long roll and filling it 
with meat, cheese, etc. — called also grinder, hero, hoagie, 
po’boy, sub, submarine 

sub-menu /'sA^menriu:/ noun, pi -men«us [count] com¬ 
puters : a menu in a computer program that you reach by 
going through another menu first ■ Selecting “Options” from 
the main menu brings up a submenu. 
sub-merge /sab'ma-cfc/ verb -merg-es; -merged; -merg¬ 
ing 

1 [+ obj] : to make (someone or something) go under the sur¬ 
face of water or some other liquid : to cover (someone or 
something) with a liquid ■ After boiling the broccoli, sub¬ 
merge it in ice water to stop the cooking process. ■ The town 
was submerged by the flood. 

2 [no obj] : to go underwater ■ We watched as the divers pre¬ 
pared to submerge. 

3 [+ obj] : to make (yourself) fully involved in an activity or 
interest ■ After his sister died, he submerged [= immersed] 
himself in his work. ■ She’s a marvelous actress who sub¬ 
merges herself totally in her roles. 

4 [+ obj] : to keep (emotions, opinions, etc.) from being 
openly shown or expressed ■ It’s a job where you’ll have to 
submerge [= suppress ] your ego and do what you’re told. ■ The 
passion is there in the music, though it’s often submerged. 

— submerged adj ■ Some seals can stay submerged for an 
hour. ■ taies of a submerged city in the Mediterranean Sea 

1 SUb-merS-ible /sab'ma-sabal/ adj : able to be used under¬ 
water ■ a submersible pump 

2 submersible noun, pi -ibles [count] : a small vehicle that 
can operate underwater and that is used especially for re¬ 
search 

sub-mis-sion /sab'mijan/ noun, pi -slons 
1 a : an act of giving a document, proposal, piece of writing, 
etc., to someone so that it can be considered or approved 
: an act of submitting something [noncount] I’m preparing 
the results of my study for submission to a medical journal. ■ 
the electronic submission of tax returns [count] The dead¬ 
line for submissions is January 31st. b [count] : something 
that is submitted ■ We cannot accept submissions longer than 
2,000 words. ■ Over 5,000 submissions were received. 


2 [noncount]: the state of being obedient: the act of accept¬ 
ing the authority or control of someone else ■ a religion that 
preaches submission to God’s will ■ The prisoners were beat¬ 
en into submission. 

Sllb-mis-sive /sab'nusi v/adj [more most ~]: willing to 

obey someone else ■ a submissive person ■ submissive behav¬ 
ior 

— sub-mis*slve-ly adv ■ He behaved submissively. — sub- 
mis-sive-ness noun [noncount] 

sub-mit /sab'mit/ verb -mlts; -mlt-ted; -mit-ting 

1 [+ obj] : to give (a document, proposal, piece of writing, 
etc.) to someone so that it can be considered or approved ■ 
Candidates interested in the position should submit their 
resumes to the Office of Human Resources. ■ Submit your 
application no later than January 31st. ■ Requests must be 
submitted in writing. ■ Photographs submitted for publication 
will not be returned. 

2 [no obj] : to stop trying to fight or resist something : to 
agree to do or accept something that you have been resisting 
or opposing ■ He vowed that he would never submit. [=give 
in] — often + to ■ He refused to submit to their demands. ■ 
We will not submit to you without a fight. ■ Public outcry 
caused him to submit to an investigation of his finances. 

3 [+ obj] formal : to offer (something) as an opinion or sug¬ 
gestion — often + that ■ I submit that his guilt has not been 
proven. 

SUb-nor-mal /^SAb'noamal/ adj, technical 

1 : lower or smaller than normal ■ subnormal body tempera¬ 
ture ■ subnormal levels of vitamin C ■ subnormal intelligence 

2 : having less of something than is normal ■ people who are 
subnormal in insulin production ■ mentally subnormal peo¬ 
ple 

Sllb-op-ti-mal /^Ab'cuptamal/ adj, formal : less than the 
best or most desirable ■ working under suboptimal condi¬ 
tions 

'sub-or-di-nate /so'boadonot/ adj 

1 : in a position of less power or authority than someone else 
■ a subordinate officer/commander — often + to " The priests 
are subordinate to the bishops. 

2 : less important than someone or something else ■ a subor¬ 
dinate concern — often + to " In some cultures, the welfare 
of the individual is subordinate to the welfare of the group. 

Subordinate noun, pi -nates [count] : someone who has 
less power or authority than someone else : someone who is 
subordinate to someone else ■ She leaves the day-to-day run¬ 
ning of the fiim to her subordinates. 

3 SUb-or-di-nate /s3 , boa i d3,neit/ verb -nates; -nat«ed; 
-nat-ing [+ obj] formal : to think of or treat (someone or 
something) as less important than someone or something 
else — usually + to ■ The company is guilty of subordinating 
safety to profit. ■ His personal life has been subordinated to 
his career. 

— sub-or-di-na-tion /sajbo&da’neijan/ noun [noncount] 

subordinate clause noun, pi ~ clauses [count] gram¬ 
mar : a clause that does not form a simple sentence by itself 
and that is connected to the main clause of a sentence " In 
the sentence “I went home because I felt ill,” “because I felt 
ill” is a subordinate clause. — called also dependent clause ; 
compare coordinate clause, main clause 

subordinating conjunction noun, pi ~ -tions [count] 
grammar : a conjunction that joins a main clause and a 
clause which does not form a complete sentence by itself 

sub-orn /sa'bowi/ verb -orns; -orned; -orn-ing [+<?&/] law 

1 : to persuade (someone) to do something illegal (such as to 
lie in a court of law) ■ He’s accused of suborning a witness. 

2 : to get (false testimony) from a witness ■ The lawyer sub¬ 
orned (false) testimony. ■ suborn perjury 

SUb-par/ , SAb,paa‘/tf*# I US : below a usual or normal level ■ 
a subpar performance 

SUb-plot /'sAb.plcr.t/ noun, pi -plots [count] : a plot that is 
related to but less important than the main plot of a story 

1 SUb-poe-na /sa^iina/ noun, pi -nas [count] law : a written 
order that commands someone to appear in court to give ev¬ 
idence — compare summons 

2 SUbpoena verb -nas; -naed; -naming [+ obj] law : to order 
someone to appear in court to give evidence : to issue a sub¬ 
poena to (someone) or for (something) ■ He was subpoenaed 
to testify in a hearing. ■ The prosecutor subpoenaed the de¬ 
fendant’s financial records. 

SUb-rou-tine /‘sAfyrui.tiin/ noun, pi -tines [count] comput¬ 
ers : a set of computer instructions that performs a particu- 
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lar task, that is part of a larger computer program, and that 
can be used repeatedly 

sub*scribe /ssb'skraib/ verb -scribes; -scribed; -scrib- 

ing [no obj ] 

1 : to pay money to get a publication or service regularly ■ 
Subscribe today and get your first issue free! ■ You'll receive 
a user name and password when you subscribe. — often + to 
■ I subscribe to several newspapers/magazines. ■ He’s thinking 
of subscribing to satellite TV. 

2 : to agree to buy shares in a company — usually +for ■ She 
subscribed for 100 shares. 

3 Brit: to belong to or support something (such as an orga¬ 
nization) by paying money regularly — usually + to ■ sub¬ 
scribe to a charity 

subscribe to [phrasal verb\ subscribe to (something) : to 
agree with or support (an opinion, theory, etc.) ■ I sub¬ 
scribe to the idea that voting is my civic duty. ■ She sub¬ 
scribes to the theory that some dinosaurs were warm¬ 
blooded and others were cold-blooded. 

— sub-scrib-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ cable TV subscribers 
■ The magazine has about a million subscribers. 

Sllb-SCrip-tion /sab’sknpjan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : an agreement that you make with a company to get a 
publication or seivice regularly and that you usually pay for 
in advance [count] a magazine/newspaper subscription = a 
subscription to a magazine/newspaper ■ Annual/monthly 
subscriptions cost $20. ■ She bought a subscription. = She 
took out a subscription. ■ online subscription services ■ I’m go¬ 
ing to renew/cancel my subscription, [noncount] You won’t 
find this magazine at newsstands. It’s sold only by subscrip¬ 
tion. 

2 [count, noncount] Brit: a fee that you pay regularly to be¬ 
long to or support an organization 

Sllb-SeC-tion /'sAb,sekj3n/ noun, pi -tions [count] : a part 
of a section especially of a legal document ■ as provided/stat¬ 
ed in Subsection (b) 

sub-se-quent /‘sAbsakwant/ adj, formal : happening or 
coming after something else ■ The rate of population growth 
reached a peak in 1999 and declined in subsequent years. ■ 
Her work had a great influence on subsequent generations. ■ 
Subsequent studies confirmed their findings. ■ his arrest and 
subsequent conviction — often + to ■ events subsequent to 
[-after] the war 

— sub-se-quent-ly /'sAbsa.kwentli/ adv, formal ■ She grad¬ 
uated from college and subsequently [=qfterward] moved to 
New York. ■ Subsequently, the drug was found to cause 
cancer. 

Sllb-Ser-vi-ent /sab’s^vijant/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : very willing or too willing to obey someone else ■ She left 
her first husband because he wanted a subservient [submis¬ 
sive] wife. ■ She refused to take/accept/play a subservient role 
in their marriage. — often + to ■ She refused to be subservient 
to her husband. 

2 formal : less important than something or someone else — 
usually + to ■ He believes that rights of individuals should be 
subservient to the rights of society as a whole. 

— sub-ser-vi-ence /sab'sawijans/ noun [noncount] 
SUb-Set /'sAb.set/ noun, pi -sets [count] technical : a group 

of things, people, etc., that is part of a larger group ■ The set 
{1,2,3} is asubsetoi the set {1,2,3,4,5}. ■ Only a small sw&ye/of 
the patients in the study experienced these side effects, 
sub-side /sab'said/ verb -sides; -sid-ed; -sid-ing [no obf] 

1 : to become less strong or intense ■ The pain/swelling will 
subside in a couple of hours. ■ After his anger had subsided, 
he was able to look at things rationally. ■ We’ll have to wait 
until the wind/storm/rain subsides. 

2 : to move down to a lower level ■ The road will remain 
closed until the water/flood/river subsides. ■ a place where 
the ground has subsided [sunk, settled] 

SUb-Si-dence /sab'saidns/ noun [noncount] technical 
: movement of the ground to a lower level ■ Subsidence can 
cause a building’s collapse. 

1 SUb-Sid-iary /sab'sid^eri, Brit sab'sidiari/ adj 

1 : not as important as something else ■ a subsidiary issue ■ 
subsidiary streams ■ subsidiary details 

2 : owned or controlled by another company ■ a subsidiary 
corporation 

Subsidiary noun, pi -iar-ies [count] : a company that is 
owned or controlled by another company ■ one of the com¬ 
pany’s foreign subsidiaries 

sub-si-dize also Brit sub-si-dise /'sAbsa,daiz/ verb -diz- 
es; -dized; -diz-ing [+obj] : to help someone or something 


pay for the costs of (something) ■ The state subsidizes hous¬ 
ing for low-income families. ■ She feels that private business¬ 
es should not be subsidized by taxpayers. ■ The company sub¬ 
sidizes health insurance for its employees. ■ subsidized 
agriculture/housing 

— sub-si-di-za-tion also Brit sub-si-di-sa-tion /.sxbsa- 
da'zeijan, Brit ^Absa^ai'zeijan/ noun [noncount] ■ the gov¬ 
ernment’s subsidization of agriculture 
SUb-si-dy /'sAbsadi/ noun, pi -dies [count] ; money that is 
paid usually by a government to keep the price of a product 
or service low or to help a business or organization to con¬ 
tinue to function ■ The city is increasing subsidies for public 
transit. ■ housing/farm subsidies 
sub-sist /sab'sist/ verb -sists; -sist-ed; -sist-ing [no obf] 
formal : to exist or continue to exist ■ The author’s right to 
royalties shall subsist for the term of the copyright. 
subsist on [phrasal verb] subsist on (something) : to use 
(something) as a way to stay alive : to live on (something) • 
poor people subsisting on just one or two dollars a day ■ 
The villagers subsist almost entirely on rice and fish. ■ ( hu¬ 
morous ) My brother subsists on [=eats a lot of] pizza, 
sub-sis-tence /sab'sistans/ noun [noncount] : the amount 
of food, money, etc., that is needed to stay alive ■ They de¬ 
pended on hunting and fishing for subsistence. ■ Farming is 
their means of subsistence. • subsistence farming/agriculture 
[=farming that provides enough food to live on but not 
enough food to sell to other people] ■ More than a quarter of 
the population lives below (the) subsistence level. [=a level 
of income that provides only enough money for basic needs] 
SUb-SOil /'sAb,sojal/ noun [noncount] : the layer of soil that 
is under the top layer — compare topsoil 
SUb-SOIl-ic /,SAb'sa:mk/ adj : slower than the speed of 
sound ■ subsonic aircraft ■ subsonic speeds 
SUb-Spe-cies /‘sAb,spi:Jiz/ noun, pi subspecies [count] 

: a group of related plants or animals that is smaller than a 
species : a division of a species ■ There are two subspecies of 
bison in North America. 

Sub-Stance /'sAbstans/ noun, pi -stanc-es 

1 \count\ a : a material of a particular kind ■ chemical/tox¬ 
ic/hazardous/dangerous substances ■ The pancreas secretes a 
substance called insulin. ■ The floor was covered with a 
white, powdery substance that turned out to be flour, b : a 
drug that is considered harmful and whose use is controlled 
by law or made illegal ■ heroin and other illegal substances ■ 
He had a history of substance abuse. ■ Codeine is a con¬ 
trolled substance. [=a drug that you need permission from a 
doctor to use] 

2 [noncount] a : the quality of being meaningful, useful, or 
important ■ matters of substance ■ When has he ever said 
anything of substance ? ■ The book lacks substance, b : the 
quality of being true or believable ■ These rumors have no 
substance. = These rumors are without substance. [=these 
rumors are not true] ■ The results of the study give sub¬ 
stance to their theory. 

3 [noncount] : the most basic or necessary part or quality of 
something : essence ■ the substance of my argument ■ 
These two books differ in both style and substance. [= con¬ 
tent | ■ He stated, in substance [-in essence, essentially], that it 
is not his fault and he will not pay for damages. 

a man/woman/person of substance literary : a person 
who is rich and powerful ■ She married a man of substance, 
sum and substance see *sum 
Sllb-Stan-dard /^Ab’staenda-d/ adj : below what is consid¬ 
ered standard, normal, or acceptable ■ a substandard perfor¬ 
mance ■ substandard housing — compare nonstandard 
SUb-Stan-tial /sab'staenfal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : large fn amount, size, or number ■ A substantial number 
of people commute to work each day. ■ This will save us a 
substantial [= considerable] amount of money/time. ■ Activi¬ 
ties like that pose a substantial risk of injury. • She purchased 
her tickets at a substantial discount. 

2 : strongly made : sturdy ■ a substantial house ■ Only the 
buildings that were constructed of more substantial materi¬ 
als survived the earthquake. 

3 of food : enough to satisfy hunger ■ I was hoping that they 
would serve us something more substantial than wine and 
cheese. ■ a substantial [=filling] meal 

sub-stan-tial-ly /sab'staen/ali/ adv 
1 : very much : a lot ■ It’s substantially 1= considerably] less 
expensive to buy a used car than a new car. ■ A new car costs 
substantially more than a used car. ■ Costs have increased 
substantially [=significantly] in recent years. 
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2 a : in a general or basic way ■ The methods are substantial¬ 
ly [^essentially ] the same, b : almost completely : mostly ■ 
There are still a few details to wrap up, but the project is sub¬ 
stantially complete. 

SUb'Stan-ti'ate /sab'sUen/^eit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at- 

ing [+ obj] formal : to prove the truth of (something) ■ He of¬ 
fered no evidence to substantiate [=support\ his claim. 

— sub-stan-ti-a-tion /sab,stain Ji'ei Jan/ noun [noncount] 
1 SUb*Stari>tive /'sAbstantiv/ adj [more most ~] formal 

1 : important, real, or meaningful ■ substantive issues/mat¬ 
ters ■ These changes are more symbolic than substantive. • 
No substantive changes were made to the document. 

2 : supported by facts or logic ■ substantive arguments ■ 
There is no substantive reason to change the law. 

— sub-stan-tive-ly adv 

2 substantive noun, pi -tives [count] grammar : noun 
SUb-Sta-tion /'sAb,steiJan/ noun, pi -tions [count] 

1 : a place where the strength of electricity is changed as the 
electricity passes through on its way from the power plant to 
homes and businesses 

2 : a police station that serves a particular area 
1 sub»sti»tute /'sAbst9,tu:t, Brit 'sAbsta,tju:t/ noun, pi -tutes 

[count] 

1 : a person or thing that takes the place of someone or 
something else ■ a fat/sugar/meat substitute — often + for ■ 
Carob is used as a substitute for chocolate. ■ When learning a 
language, there is no substitute for living among native speak¬ 
ers. ■ Watching the movie is a poor substitute for reading the 
book. 

2 sports : a player who takes the place of another player dur¬ 
ing a game ■ Gonzales came on as a substitute [= replacement ] 
during the second half. 

3 US : SUBSTITUTE TEACHER 

— substitute adj, always used before a noun ■ a substitute 
mother/father ■ substitute players 

Substitute verb -tutes; -tut-ed; -tut-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to put or use (someone or something) in place of 
someone or something else ■ If cream is unavailable, you can 
substitute milk. [=you can use milk instead of cream] — of¬ 
ten + for ■ You can sometimes substitute applesauce for vege¬ 
table oil in cake recipes. ■ The coach substituted Jones for 
Smith in the last few minutes of the game. 

2 [no obj\ : to do the job of someone else or serve the func¬ 
tion of something else ■ One of our teachers is sick, so we 
need someone to substitute. — often + for ■ She’ll be substitut¬ 
ing for the regular teacher today. ■ Applesauce can substitute 
for vegetable oil in this recipe. 

3 [+ obj] : to replace (one person or thing) with another ■ 
They substituted real candles with electric ones. — often 
used as (be) substituted ■ Real candles were substituted by/ 
with electric ones. ■ ( chiefly Brit) Smith was substituted by 
Jones in the last few minutes of the game. 

substitute teacher noun, pi ~ -ers [count] US : a teacher 
who teaches a class when the usual teacher is not available 

— called also (US) sub, (US) substitute, (Brit) supply teacher 
SUb-Sti-tU-tiori /,SAbsta'tu:Jan, Brit ,SAbsta'tju:j3n/ noun, 

pi -tions 

1 : the act of substituting or replacing one person or thing 
with another [count] The coach made three substitutions in 
the second half of the game. ■ I’d prefer rice with my steak 
instead of potatoes, but the menu says “no substitutions." 
[noncount] Substitution of applesauce for oil is one way of re¬ 
ducing the fat in recipes. 

2 [count] : someone or something that is or can be substitut¬ 
ed for another ■ The cookbook has a long list of substitutions 
for ingredients that may be hard to find. 

SUb-Stra-tlim /'sAb,streitam/ noun, pi -stra-ta /-,streita/ 
[count] : a layer of something (such as soil or rock) that is 
under another layer ■ drilled into the bedrock substratum — 
often used figuratively ■ the city’s social substrata 
SUb-StfTIC-ture /'sAb^trAktfa-/ noun, pi -tures [count] : a 
supporting part or structure that is below something ■ The 
bridge’s substructure was damaged. — often used figuratively 
■ political/economic substructures — compare superstruc¬ 
ture 

sub-ter-fuge /'sAbta^fju.d?/ noun, pi -fug-es formal : the 
use of tricks especially to hide, avoid, or get something 
[noncount] They obtained the documents by/through subter¬ 
fuge. [count] a clever subterfuge 
sub-ter-ra-nean /,SAbta'remijan/ adj, formal 
1 : located or living under the surface of the ground ■ subter¬ 
ranean cavems/termites 


2 : existing or working in secret ■ the subterranean [= under¬ 
ground ] world of organized crime 
SUb-ti-tle /'sAb,taitJ/ noun, pi -ti-tles [count] 

1 : words that appear on the screen during a movie, video, 
or television show and that are translations of what the ac¬ 
tors are saying — usually plural ■ The film is in Chinese with 
English subtitles. 

2 : a title that comes after the main title of a book and that 
often gives more information about the contents of the book 

- subtitle verb -titles; -ti-tled; -tilling [+ obj] - It takes a 
lot of work to subtitle a film. — subtitled adj ■ a subtitled 
movie 

sub-tie /'sAtl/ acfj sub-tier; sub-tlest [or more most —] 

1 : hard to notice or see : not obvious ■ a subtle difference in 
meaning between the words ■ subtle changes/variations • the 
subtlest details * Racial discrimination still exists, only now 
it’s subtler than it once was. ■ subtle flavors 

2 : clever and indirect : not showing your real purpose ■ 
When it comes to giving criticism, sometimes it’s best to take 
a subtle approach. ■ He didn’t seem to understand my subtle 
hints. ■ It was her subtle way of telling me to mind my own 
business. 

3 : having or showing skill at recognizing and understanding 
things that are not obvious : perceptive ■ She has a subtle 
mind. ■ a subtle analysis 

- sub-tly /'sAtli/ adv ■ subtly different shades of red 
SUb-tle-ty / l s\t\W/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : the quality or state of being subtle ■ The pia¬ 
nist performed with subtlety and passion. ■ The movie lacks 
subtlety. 

2 [count ]: a small detail that is usually important but not ob¬ 
vious — usually plural ■ the subtleties of social interaction 

SUb-top-ic /'sAb,ta:pik/ noun, pi -ics [count] : a topic that 
is one of the parts or divisions of the main topic of a piece of 
writing ■ Each chapter is broken down into subtopics. 
SUb-tO-tal /'sAb,toutl/ noun, pi -tals [count] : the sum of a 
set of numbers that is then added to another number or set 
of numbers • Your subtotal is $14, and with tax, that will be 
$14.70. 

sub-tract /sab'trcekt/ verb -tracts; -tract-ed; -tract-ing 

: to take (a number or amount) from another number or 
amount [+ obj] — usually + from ■ If we subtract 5 from 9, 
we get 4. ■ Subtract the expenses from your income, [no obj] 
The children are learning how to add and subtract. [=to per¬ 
form subtraction] — opposite ADD 
SUb-traC-tion /sab'traikjan/ noun [noncount] mathematics 
: the act or process of subtracting one number from another 
• The children are learning addition and subtraction. 
SUb-trop-i-cal /,SAb'tra:pikal/ adj [more most ~]: relat¬ 
ing to or living in an area that is close to tropical parts of the 
world ■ a. subtropical [=semitropicaf] region ■subtropical vege¬ 
tation ■ a subtropical bird 
SUb-trop-iCS /,SAb'tra:piks/ noun 
the subtropics : parts of the world that are close to the 
tropics : subtropical regions 

SUb-urb /'sA.b^b/ noun, pi -urbs [count] : a town or other 
area where people live in houses near a larger city ■ She left 
the city and moved to the suburbs. [=one of the suburbs 
near that city] — often + of ■ the suburbs of Chicago ■ I grew 
up in a suburb of Denver. 

SUb-ur-ban /sa'batoan/ adj : living in or relating to a suburb 
or to suburbs in general ■ a suburban mother of two ■ typical 
suburban houses ■ suburban Denver [=the suburbs near Den¬ 
ver] 

SUb-ur-ban-ite /sa'bato3,nait/ noun, pi -ites [count] : a 
person who lives in a suburb 

SUb-ur-bia /sa'ba-bij a/ noun [noncount ]: suburbs in general 

- a problem that is common in suburbia ■ the percentage of 
the country’s population living in suburbia ; also : people 
who live in suburbs ■ The film is an interesting critique of 
suburbia. ■ the values of suburbia 

SUb-ven-tion /sab'venjan/ noun, pi -tions [count] chiefly 
Brit: an amount of money that is given to a person or group 
by a government or organization ■ government subventions 
[=,subsidies ] 

SUb-ver-sive /sab'vasiv/ adj [more most ~] 

1 ; secretly trying to ruin or destroy a government, political 
system, etc. ■ subversive groups/activities ■ The government 
blamed a subversive organization for the riots. 

2 ; criticizing something in a clever and indirect way in or¬ 
der to make it weaker or less effective ■ I enjoy her subversive 
sense of humor. ■ the author’s subversive attitude toward pop 
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culture ■ ideas that are subversive of society/authority 

— subversive noun, pi -sives [count] ■ The government 
claims that the riots were incited by subversives. — sub- 
ver-sive-ly adv - sub-ver-sive-ness noun [noncount] 

sub*vert /sab'va*/ verb -verts; -vert-ed; -vert-ing [+ obj] 
formal 

1 : to secretly try to ruin or destroy a government, political 
system, etc. ■ They conspired to subvert the government. 

2 : to make (something) weaker or less effective ■ subvert 
[= undermine] the rule of law ■ trying to subvert the electoral 
process 

— sub*ver-sion /sab'va^an/ noun, pi -sions [count, non¬ 
count] ■ They were charged with subversion. ■ a subversion 
of the rule of law — sub*vert-er noun, pi -ers [count] • 
subverters of democracy 

SUb*way /'sAb,wei/ noun, pi -ways [count] 

1 chiefly US : a system of underground trains in a city ■ I 
took/rode the subway to midtown. ■ No one on the subway 
seemed to mind how crowded it was. ■ I’ve been on both the 
New York subway and the Underground in London. — often 
used before another noun ■ a subway car/station ■ the subway 
platform 

2 Brit : a road or passage for walking under a road, set of 
railroad tracks, etc.: underpass 

SUb*WOOf*er /'sAb'wufay noun, pi -ers [count] technical: a 
speaker (sense 5) that produces very low sounds — compare 

TWEETER, WOOFER 

SUb*ze*ro /,SAb'zirou/ adj : below zero degrees : extremely 
cold ■ subzero temperatures/weather 
suoceed /sak'si:d/ verb -ceeds; -ceed-ed; -ceed-ing 

1 [no obj] a : to do what you are trying to do : to achieve 
the correct or desired result ■ You can succeed where others 
failed. ■ She hopes to succeed l=to do well] at her job. — of¬ 
ten + in ■ He will never succeed in this business. [=he will nev¬ 
er be successful in this business] ■ Our team succeeded in 
stopping their offensive momentum. ■ She finally succeeded 
in persuading me to go. ■ I tried to apologize but only suc¬ 
ceeded in making her angrier. [=all I did was make her angri¬ 
er when I tried to apologize] b : to happen in the planned 
or desired way • The plan just might succeed. ■ Their attempt 
seemed unlikely to succeed. 

2 a [+ obj\ : to come after (something) in a series ■ The new 
model will succeed [= replace] the current one next spring, b 
: to get a particular job, position, or title after the person 
who had it before you has retired, died, etc. [+ obj] Both of 
them have ambitions to succeed the prime minister. ■ She 
will succeed him as chair of the committee. ■ The Queen died 
and was succeeded by James I. [no obj] James I succeeded to 
the throne upon the Queen’s death in 1603. 

nothing succeeds like success — used to say that one 
success often results in another success 
Succeeding adj, always used before a noun : coming after 
something : coming or happening at a later time ■ now and 
for succeeding decades • The trait is apparent in succeeding 
generations. 

suc*cess /sak'ses/ noun, pi -cess*es 

1 [noncount] a : the fact of getting or achieving wealth, re¬ 
spect, or fame ■ Success came easily to him. ■ With success 
comes responsibility. * the secret of my success [=why I am 
successful] b : the correct or desired result of an attempt ■ 
Did you have any/much success in finding the dog? [=did 
you find the dog?] ■ The project met with little success- 
[=was not successful] ■ He tried to repair the engine but with¬ 
out success. [=he was not able to repair the engine] 

2 [count] : someone or something that is successful : a per¬ 
son or thing that succeeds ■ The play was an immediate suc¬ 
cess. [=it was immediately popular] ■ one of her many suc¬ 
cesses [=one of many things she has done successfully] ■ She 
is country music’s most recent success. ■ The growth of the 
tourism industry is one of the city’s great successes. 

suc-cess-ful /sak'sesfal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : having the correct or desired result: ending in success ■ a 
successful attempt ■ The treatment was successful. ■ a success¬ 
ful movie [=a movie that makes a large profit] ■ Our search 
was successful. [=we found what we were searching for] 

2 : having gotten or achieved wealth, respect, or fame ■ a 
successful businesswoman 

— SUC«cess*fuMy adv ■ We have successfully finished the 
project. ■ The infection was treated successfully. 

suc-ces-slon /sak'sejan/ noun, pi -sions 
1 [noncount]: the act of getting a title or right after the per¬ 
son who had that title or right before you has died or is no 


longer able or allowed to have it ■ His succession to the 
throne occurred in 1603. (=he became king in 1603]; also 
: the process by which this happens ■ royal succession ■ As 
third in the line/order of succession, she would only become 
queen if her brothers both died or became ineligible. 

2 [count] : a series of people or things that come one after 
the other — usually singular; usually + of ■ The exhibit has 
attracted a succession of visitors. ■ We hired a succession of 
temporary workers. 

in succession : following one after the other * The guests 
arrived in succession. ■ He won the championship twice in 
succession. [=in a row] ■ She listed the names in quick/rapid 
succession. 

SUC*Ces*sive /sak'sesiv/ adj, always used before a noun 
: following one after the other in a series : following each 
other without interruption ■ It snowed for three successive 
[=consecutive] days. ■ the third successive day ■ a trait found 
in successive generations ■ their fourth successive [consecu¬ 
tive] victory 

— suc-ces-sive-ly adv ■ He has owned a series of succes¬ 
sively larger boats. [=a series of boats in which each boat is 
larger than the one before it] 

SUC*ces*SOr /sak'sesa*/ noun, pi -sors [count] : a person 
who has a job, position, or title after someone else : someone 
who succeeds another person ■ The CEO’s successor used to 
be the vice president here. ■ the successor to the throne 
-Opposite PREDECESSOR 

success Story noun, pi ~ stories [count] : a successful 
person or thing: such as a : someone or something that has 
achieved a goal • I am one of the diet clinic’s success stories. 
[=the diet clinic was able to help me] b : someone or some¬ 
thing that has achieved wealth, respect, or fame ■ That com¬ 
pany is one of this area’s biggest success stories. 

SUC*CinCt /sak'sigkt/ adj [more most —] : using few 
words to state or express an idea ■ He gave a succinct over¬ 
view of the expansion project. ■ a succinct description 
synonyms see concise 

— suocinct-iy adv • Jell me as succinctly as you can what 
happened. 

suc-cor (US) or Brit SUC>COur /'sAkay noun [noncount] lit¬ 
erary : something that you do or give to help someone who is 
suffering or in a difficult situation ■ We see it as our duty to 
give succor to those in need. 

— succor (US) or Brit succour verb -cors; -cored; -cor¬ 
ing [+ obj] ■ It is our duty to succor those in need. 

SUC*CO*tash /‘sAkajtasJV noun [noncount] US : a dish con¬ 
sisting of com and lima beans that are cooked together 
1 SUC*CU*lent /'sAkjalant J adj [more —; most —] 

1 : full of juice ■ a succulent steak ■ succulent [=juicy] oranges 

2 of plants : having thick, heavy leaves or stems that store 
water ■ Cacti are succulent plants. 

— suc-cu-lence /'sAkjalans/ noun [noncount] ■ the succu¬ 
lence of these oranges 

2 SUCCUlent noun, pi -lents [count] : a plant that stores water 
in its leaves or stems : a succulent plant ■ cacti and other suc¬ 
culents 

suc*cumb /sa'kAm/ verb -cumbs; -cumbed; -cumbdng 

[no obj] somewhat formal 

1 : to stop trying to resist something ■ They will pressure 
you, and you must try not to succumb. — often + to ■ Try not 
to succumb to the pressure. ■ It’s easy to succumb [=give in] to 
the temptation to oversimplify this kind of problem. 

2 : to die ■ The patient eventually succumbed. — usually + to 
■ He succumbed to his injuries. I=he died because of his inju¬ 
ries] • She fought a good fight but finally succumbed to can¬ 
cer. 

1 SUCh /'SAlf/aft 

1 always used before a noun — used to say that something is 
great in degree, quality, or number ■ I’ve been such a fool! 
[=I’ve been very foolish] ■ How could you believe such non¬ 
sense? ■ I’ve never seen such a (large) crowd here before. ■ 
Where are you off to in such a rush? • The building had dete¬ 
riorated to such a degree [=Jo much] that they had to tear it 
down. • I was surprised that the town had changed fo such 
an extent [=so much] 

2 not used before a noun — used to say that something has a 
quality that results in something specified ■ The evidence is 
such as to leave no doubt of his guilt. = The evidence is such 
that there can be no doubt of his guilt. ■ Her excitement was 
such that she could hardly contain herself. (=she was so ex¬ 
cited that she could hardly contain herself] 

3 always used befoie a noun : of the kind specified ■ The gun 
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had his fingerprints on it. Such evidence [=evidence of that 
kind] leaves little doubt of his guilt. • She has published her 
first sci-fi novel and hopes to write more such novels. ■ No 
such agreement was made. • 1 know it was an accident, but 
such people [=people like that] should not be allowed to 
drive. ■ "Can I talk to Mary?" “I’m sorry. There is no such 
person here.” [=there is no one named Mary here] ■ In such a 
situation (as this), it is important to remain calm. ■ The mag¬ 
azine publishes articles about such varied subjects as astron¬ 
omy, politics, and gardening. ■ It will be documented in such 
a way/manner as to prevent misunderstanding. = It will be 
documented in such a way/manner that there can be no mis¬ 
understanding. [=it will be documented in a way that pre¬ 
vents misunderstanding] • I’ve never heard of such a thing ! ■ 
“You will apologize at once!" “I'll do no such thing]" [=1 will 
not apologize] • There is no such thing as having too many 
friends. [=you cannot have too many friends] ■ She said she 
was too busy or some such nonsense. [=or something simi¬ 
lar] 

2 SUCh pronoun, somewhat formal 

1 : that kind or type of person or thing ■ She has a plan, if it 
may be called such. [=if it deserves to be called a plan; if it is 
good/practical enough to be referred to as a plan] • He was 
not only a politician but also an inventor and well-known as 
such. [=well-known as an inventor] ■ It is a serious problem 
and should be treated as such. — see also as SUCH (below) 

2 : something previously stated or specified ■ If such is the 
decision, nothing further should be done. • We were out¬ 
numbered and surrounded. Such being the case [=since that 
was the case], we had to surrender. ■ If you retained a re¬ 
ceipt, please enclose a copy of such. [=please enclose a copy 
of the receipt] 

and such : and things of that kind ■ Pens, pencils, markers, 
and such are in this drawer. 

as such 1 : of the usual or expected kind : in the usual 
sense • I have no boss as such [=there is no one who is actu¬ 
ally my boss], but I do have to answer to my clients. 2 
: by, of, or in itself — used to indicate that something is 
being considered by itself and not along with other things ■ 
There’s nothing wrong with gambling as such [=per se], but 
it’s best to do it in moderation. — see also 2 SUCH 1 (above) 
such is life : life is like that and cannot be changed ■ We’ve 
had our share of problems, but such is life. 

3 SUCh adv 

1 somewhat informal — used to make a description more 
forceful ■ The team has such tall players. [=the team’s players 
are very tall] • She wears such stylish clothes. [=her clothes 
are very stylish] ■ She hasn’t been in such good spirits lately. ■ 
We had such a good time [=a very good time] at the party! • It 
is such a long trip. ■ It was such an awkward moment. • Today 
was such a nice/beautiful day! ■ I don’t think that’s such a 
good/great idea. [=1 don’t think that’s a good idea] 

2 : to the degree that is specified or understood • Such vio¬ 
lent movies (as these) are not suitable for children. ■ We’ve 
never had such a cold winter (as this). ■ I have never seen 
such a large cat! ■ I had such a bad headache that I couldn’t 
think straight. 

ever such see ever 

such as 1 — used to introduce an example or series of ex¬ 
amples ■ You will need some form of identification, such as 
[=like] a driver’s license. ■ “I have my reasons for not want¬ 
ing to go.” "Such as?” [=give me an example] 2 : of the 
specified kind ■ In cases such as [ =like ] this (one), it’s best 
to be cautious. ■ Questions such as the one you’ve asked 
are difficult to answer. 

such as It Is — used to say that something is not very good 
in quality or condition • The meal, such as it was, was 
served quickly. [=the meal, which was not very good, was 
served quickly] ■ Welcome to my humble home— such as it 
is. 

1 SUCh and such adj, always used before a noun : not 
named or specified • people from such and such areas ■ If you 
were bom in such and such a year... 

2 such and such pronoun : something that is not specified ■ 
If you earn such and such per year, then ... 

1 such-like /*SAtfilaik/ adj, always used before a noun, chiefly 
Brit : sharing qualities or characteristics : similar ■ rakes, 
shovels, and suchlike things 
2 SUChlike pronoun 

and suchlike chiefly Brit : and things of that kind ■ Pens, 
pencils, markers, and suchlike are in this drawer. 

1 suck /'sAk/ verb sucks; sucked; suck-ing 


1 a [+ obj\ : to pull (liquid, air, etc.) into your mouth espe¬ 
cially while your lips are forming a small hole ■ sucking milk 
through a straw b : to pull on (something in your mouth) 
with the muscles of your lips and mouth [+ obj\ a toddler 
sucking his thumb • She just sucked her teeth and stared, [no 
obj] She sucked on an orange slice. C : to let (something, 
such as candy or medicine) stay in your mouth as it melts [+ 
obf I sucked a cough drop, [no obj\ sucking on a lollipop 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obf\ a : to 
pull (something) with the force of moving water, air, etc. ■ 
The tide almost sucked us out to sea. ■ The boat was sucked 
under the water in the storm, b : to remove (something) 
from an area or substance by pulling it with the force of 
moving water, air, etc. ■ These plants suck moisture from the 
soil. ■ The fan sucks smoke from the air. ■ a vacuum cleaner 
that sucks up water as well as dirt — sometimes used figura¬ 
tively ■ She just seems to suck the joy out of the room. • This 
heat has sucked every ounce of energy out of me. 

3 [+ obj\ : to make (part of your body) flatter or tighter by 
pulling your muscles inward — + in ■ He was sucking in his 
gut. [=pulling in his stomach to make himself seem thinner] ■ 
It looked like she had sucked her cheeks in for the picture. 

4 [+ obj] : to cause (someone) to become involved or inter¬ 
ested in something — + in or into ■ Their lifestyle seemed ex¬ 
citing, and I admit it really sucked me in. — often used as 
(be/get) sucked in/into ■ Hundreds of people got sucked into 
the scheme and many lost their entire life savings. 

5 not used in progressive tenses [no obj] informal + sometimes 
impolite a : to be very bad or unpleasant ■ You lost your 
job? That sucks. • People who went to the party said it 
sucked, b : to do something very badly ■ He sang a few 
songs, and man, he sucks. [=he sings badly] — often + at ■ I 
suck at golf. [=1 play golf badly] 

suck It and see Brit, informal: to try something in order to 
find out if it is good, effective, etc. ■ We don’t know if it will 
work. We’ll have to just suck it and see. [=try it and see] ■ a 
suck-it-and-see approach/situation 
suck (someone or something) dry see ’dry 
suck up [phrasal verb\ 1 informal + disapproving : to try to 
get the approval of someone in authority by saying and do¬ 
ing helpful and friendly things that are not sincere ■ There 
he goes, sucking up again. — usually + to • She’s always 
sucking up to [=kissing up to] the boss. — see also suck-up 
2 suck it up US, informal : to do or deal with something 
unpleasant by making a special effort ■ I know you don’t 
want to see him, but you’ll just have to suck it up and be 
polite. ■ I had to suck it up and play with an injured finger. 
— see also ’SUCK 2b (above) 

2 SUCk noun, pi sucks [count] : an act of sucking ■ He took a 
suck on his pipe. 

1 SUCk«er A/vk &/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 informal : a person who is easily tricked or deceived ■ He’s 
just a con artist looking for another sucker. • There’s a sucker 
bom every minute. [=there are many people who are easily 
tricked or deceived] 

2 informal: a person who is very strongly attracted to a par¬ 
ticular type of thing or person — + for • She’s a sucker for 
mystery novels. [=she likes mystery novels very much] • He’s 
a sucker for women with dark hair. 

3 chiefly US, informal : an annoying person or thing ■ That 
kid is a mean little sucker. ■ I got the other window open, but 
I just can’t seem to get this sucker [=this window] to budge. 

4 : a person who sucks something specified — usually used 
in combination • She’s a thumb-sucker. 

5 : a part of an animal’s body that is used for sucking or for 
attaching to things • the suckers on an octopus’s arms 

6 : a new branch that grows from the base of a plant ■ Cut 
off any suckers growing at the base of the bush. 

7 US, informal : lollipop 

8 Brit : suction cup 
2 SUCker verb -ers; -ered; -er-ing 

sucker into [phrasal verb] sucker (someone) into (some¬ 
thing) US, informal : to deceive or trick (someone) in order 
to make that person do (something) • I was suckered into 
volunteering at the cookout. • She suckered me into paying 
for her meal. • How did I get suckered into (doing) this? 
sucker punch verb ~ punches; ~ punched; ~ punch¬ 
ing [+ obj] US : to hit (a person) suddenly and usually with¬ 
out any obvious reason ■ One of them sucker punched me. — 
sometimes used figuratively ■ a series of bad storms that have 
sucker punched the island 

- sucker punch noun, pi ~ punches [count] • He hit me 
with a sucker punch. 
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suck-le /'sAkol/ verb suck-les; suck-led; suck-ling [+ 

obj]: to give (a baby or young animal) milk from a breast or 
from an udder ■ a mother suckling [ -breast-feeding) her baby 

■ a cat suckling her kittens 

suck-ling pig /'sAkliij-/ noun, pi ~ pigs [count, noncount ) 
: a young pig that is roasted and served at a meal 

SUCk—up /'sAk,Ap/ noun, pi -ups [count] US, informal + dis¬ 
approving : a person who tries to get the approval of some¬ 
one in authority by saying and doing helpful and friendly 
things that are not sincere ■ I don’t think you can give your 
professor a gift without being considered a suck-up. — see 
also suck up at 1 suck 

SU-crose /"su^krous/ noun [noncount] technical : a type of 
sugar that is found in most plants 4- Sucrose is the kind of 
sugar commonly used for cooking and baking. 

1 SUC-tion /'sAk/an/ noun [noncount] : the act or process of 
removing the air, water, etc., from a space in order to pull 
something into that space or in order to cause something to 
stick to a surface ■ The vacuum cleaner picks up dirt by suc¬ 
tion. ■ The octopus grasps things using suction.’, also : the 
force with which the air, water, etc., in a space is removed ■ a 
vacuum cleaner with enough suction to pick up the heaviest 
particles of dirt ■ strong suction 

2 SUCtion verb -tions; -tioned; -tion-ing [+ obj] technical 
: to remove (something) by pulling it with the force of mov¬ 
ing water, air, etc. : to remove (something) by using suction ■ 
The surgeon will suction blood out of the area. 

SUCtion Cup noun, pi *** cups [count] : a round, shallow 
cup made of a flexible material (such as rubber) that you at¬ 
tach to a surface by pressing the cup against the surface until 
the air between the cup and surface is removed ■ The device 
is held to the wall with two suction cups. 

SUd-den /'sAdii/ adj [more most -]: happening, coming, 
or done very quickly in a way that is usually not expected ■ a 
sudden change/rise in temperature ■ Sudden fame/success 
can be difficult to deal with. ■ She had a sudden urge to be 
outside. ■ His death was very sudden. • a sudden turn in the 
road ■ I was surprised by her sudden decision to quit. 1 The 
director’s sudden departure leaves the organization’s future 
uncertain. 

all of a sudden : suddenly ■ I was walking down the street 
when, all of a sudden, it started raining. ■ All of a sudden, I 
saw what he was looking at. 

— sud-den-ness /'sAdnnas/ noun [noncount] • the sudden¬ 
ness of the attack ■ I was surprised by the suddenness of her 
decision. 

Sudden death noun [noncount] 

1 sports : a period of extra play that is added when teams or 
players are tied at the end of normal play and that ends as 
soon as one team or player scores a point or gains the lead • 
We won 27-24 in sudden death. — often used before another 
noun ■ a sudden-death play-off in golf 

2 medical : quick and unexpected death from any cause oth¬ 
er than violence • a serious heart condition that can result in 
sudden death 

sudden infant death syndrome noun [noncount] 
technical : the death of a healthy baby that happens for no 
known reason while the baby is sleeping — called also crib 
death, (Brit) cot death, SIDS 

sud-den-ly /'sAdnli/ adv : very quickly in usually an unex¬ 
pected way : in a sudden way ■ Suddenly the lights went out. 

■ I was suddenly very nervous. ■ There were no instances of 
the disease here until it suddenly appeared last year. ■ She 
suddenly decided to quit her job. ■ He died suddenly of a 
heart attack. 

SUdS /'sAdz/ noun 

1 [plural] : bubbles that form on top of water that contains 
soap — called also soapsuds 

2 [noncount] US, informal : beer ■ a bottle of suds 

— sudsy /'sAdzi/ adj suds-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 
■ sudsy water 

sue /'sur, Brit *sju:/ verb sues; sued; su-ing : to use a legal 
process by which you try to get a court of law to force a per¬ 
son, company, or organization that has treated you unfairly 
or hurt you in some way to give you something or to do 
something : to bring a lawsuit against someone or something 
[no obj] Some people sue over the most minor things. ■ Peo¬ 
ple injured in accidents caused by the defective tire have 
threatened to sue. — often + for ■ They’re suing for damag¬ 
es. [=suing to get money for the unfair treatment, damage, 
etc., that they have suffered] ■ His wife is suing for divorce. 
[=his wife has begun a legal process in order to get a divorce! 


[+ obj] They've threatened to sue the company. ■ He is suing 
the doctor who performed the unnecessary surgery. — often 
+ for ■ They’re suing the company for damages. ■ She’s suing 
her husband for divorce. 

sue for peace formal : to officially ask for an end to fight¬ 
ing • a decisive battle after which the rebels sued for peace 
Suede /'sweid/ noun [noncount] : soft leather that has been 
rubbed on one side to make a surface that looks and feels 
like velvet ■ The gloves are suede. — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ a suede jacket 

SU-et /'suiwat/ noun [noncount] : a type of hard fat that is 
found in cows and sheep ■ beef suet 
suf-fer /'sAfa*/ verb -fers; -fered; -fer-ing 

1 : to experience pain, illness, or injury [no obj] Before the 
surgery it was clear that she was really suffering. [=was in 
pain] ■ He died instantly and did not suffer. — often + from ■ 
She suffers from arthritis. ■ This patient is clearly suffering 
from shock. [+ obj] He suffered a heart attack and died in¬ 
stantly. ■ She suffered an injury during the game. 

2 : to experience something unpleasant (such as defeat, loss, 
or damage) [no obj] We suffered a great deal during the war. 
■ I hate to see a child suffer. ■ She suffered through another 
one of their long visits. [+ obj] The team suffered a defeat in 
the play-offs. ■ He broke the law, so he has to suffer the con¬ 
sequences. [=he has to be punished for what he has done] 

3 [no obj] : to become worse because of being badly affected 
by something ■ Their relationship suffered because of her 
work. ■ He was working so hard that his health began to suf¬ 
fer. [=he began to have health problems] ■ His parents told 
him he could play football as long as his grades didn’t suffer 
(as a result). 

suffer fools gladly : to be kind to and patient with people 
who annoy or bother you — usually used in negative state¬ 
ments • My mother was a woman who did not suffer fools 
gladly. 

SUf-fer-ance /'sAfarans/ noun 
on sufferance Brit, formal If you are allowed to do some¬ 
thing on sufferance, you are allowed to do it by someone 
who does not want you to do it. ■ She was allowed in only 
on sufferance. 

SUf-fer-er /'sAfar 9-/ noun, pi -ers [count]: a person who has 
a particular illness or condition ■ asthma sufferers 
suf-fer-ing /'sAfario/ noun, pi -ings 

1 [noncount] : pain that is caused by injury, illness, loss, etc. 
: physical, mental, or emotional pain ■ ways to alleviate hu¬ 
man suffering ■ They hope these new drugs will help to bring 
an end to the suffering of arthritis patients. ■ His lawsuit seeks 
damages for pain and suffering. 

2 sufferings [plural] : feelings of pain ■ the sufferings of the 
dying 

Sllf-fice /sa'fais/ verb -fic-es; -ficed; -fic-ing [no obj] : to 
be or provide as much as is needed : to be sufficient ■ No, 
you don’t need to write a letter. A phone call will suffice. • 
Her example alone should suffice to show that anything is 
possible. 

suffice (it) to say — used to say that you could give more 
information about something but that the statement that 
follows is enough ■ First, the car wouldn’t start, and then I 
got stuck in traffic— suffice it to say, there was no way I 
could get here on time. ■ Suffice to say, she has a lot on her 
hands with four children. 

Sllf-fi-Cient /sa'fi/ant/ adj [more most ~] somewhat for- 
mal : having or providing as much as is needed : enough • 
A brisk walk is sufficient to raise your heart rate. ■ A 15 per¬ 
cent tip is sufficient. [=adequate] ■ There must be sufficient 
funds in your bank account to cover the check. ■ sufficient 
savings ■ Her explanation was not sufficient to satisfy the po¬ 
lice. — see also self-sufficient 

— suf-fi-cien-cy /ss'fifansi/ noun, pi -cies [count, non¬ 
count] ■ challenging the sufficiency of the evidence/proof 
— suf-f i-cient-ly adv ■ He was sufficiently bothered by the 
noise to complain to the manager. ■ Her health has im¬ 
proved sufficiently to allow her to return to work. ■ Make 
sure that the temperature is sufficiently cool. 

Sllf-fix /'sAfiks/ noun, pi -fix-es [count] : a letter or a group 
of letters that is added to the end of a word to change its 
meaning or to form a different word ■ The adjective “smoke¬ 
less" is formed by adding the suffix “-less" to the noun 
“smoke." • The adverb “sadly" is formed by adding the suffix 
“-ly" to the adjective “sad." — compare affix, prefix 
SUf-fo-cate /'sAfa.keit/ verb -cates; -cat*ed; -cat-ing 
1 a [no obj] : to die because you are unable to breathe ■ 
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suffocating • suggestion 


Don't put that pillow over her face—she could suffocate. • 
The poor dog could suffocate in the car on a hot day like this. 

— sometimes used figuratively ■ I'm suffocating in this job. 
[=1 can’t express myself, act freely, etc., in this job] b [+ obj\ 

: to kill (someone) by making breathing impossible ■ She was 
afraid that thick pillows and blankets could suffocate 
[ -smother ] the baby. ■ The victims were found suffocated. — 
sometimes used figuratively ■ Anger and resentment slowly 
suffocated their marriage. ■ Critics say that the new tax will 
suffocate local businesses. 

2 [no obj] : to be uncomfortable because there is not enough 
fresh air — usually used as (be) suffocating 9 We were suffo¬ 
cating in the stuffy boardroom. 

— suf-fo*ca*tion /^Afa'keijan/ noun [noncount\ ■ The vic¬ 
tims died of suffocation. 

Suffocating adi [more —; most ~] 

1 : very unpleasant or uncomfortable because there is not 
enough fresh air ■ suffocating heat ■ a suffocating room 

2 — used to describe something that makes it difficult to act 
freely ■ a suffocating bureaucracy/relationship 

3 — used to describe something that makes you very un¬ 
comfortable ■ a suffocating silence 

— suffocatingly adj ■ a suffocatingly hot day ■ a. suffocating¬ 
ly close relationship 

suf-frage /'sAfncfe/ noun [ noncount] : the right to vote in an 
election ■ women who fought for suffrage ■ universal suffrage 
[=the right of all adult citizens to vote in an election] 
suf*frag*ette /(SAfn'cfeet/ noun, pi -ettes [count] : a wom¬ 
an who worked to get voting rights for women in the past 
when women were not allowed to vote 
SUf«frag«iSt /'sAfncfeist/ noun, pi -ists [count] : a person in 
the past who worked to get voting rights for people who did 
not have them 

SUMuse /sa'fjmz/ verb -fus-es; -fused; -fus-ing [+ obj ] 

literary : to spread over or fill (something) ■ Morning light 
suffused the room. — usually used as (be) suffused 9 The 
room was suffused with morning light. 

Su-fi /'su:fi/ noun, pi -fis [count] : a member of a Muslim 
group of people who try to experience God directly especial¬ 
ly by praying and meditating 

— SU'fism /'su:»fiz3m/ noun [noncount ] 

1 SUg»ar /'Juga/ noun, pi -ars 

fa [noncount] : a sweet substance usually in the form of 
white or brown crystals or white powder that comes from 
plants and is used to make foods sweeter ■ Would you pass 
the sugar, please? • Do you take sugar in your coffee? ■ a 
lump/cube/packet of sugar — see also brown sugar, 
CANE SUGAR, CONFECTIONERS’ SUGAR, MAPLE SUGAR, 
powdered sugar b [count] : the amount of sugar in one 
spoonful, lump, packet, etc. ■ Coffee with two sugars and 
milk, please. 

2 [count] technical : any one of various substances that are 
found in plants and that your body uses or stores for energy 

— usually plural • Everyone’s body metabolizes sugars dif¬ 
ferently. ■ Simple sugars are easier to digest than complex 
sugars. 

3 [ noncount] informal : the amount of sugar present in a per¬ 
son’s blood at a particular time • Her sugar (level) is very 
high. — called also blood sugar 

4 chiefly US, informal — used to address someone you like 
or love ■ “Hey, sugar [=honey], how are you doing?” 

2 sugar verb sugars; sug-ared; sug-ar-ing 

1 [+ obj]: to put sugar on or in (something) ■ The clean fruit 
is then dried and sugared. 9 She sugared her coffee. 

2 [no obj] US : to make maple syrup or maple sugar by boil¬ 
ing sap from maple trees ■ They’ve been sugaring since they 
were children. 

sugar the pill see 'pill 

— sugared adj 9 heavily sugared coffee/tea [=coffee/tea 
with a lot of sugar added to it] ■ sugared almonds 

sugar beet noun, pi ~ beets [count] : a white beet that is 
grown for the sugar in its root 

sug*ar*cane /‘Juga^kein/ noun [noncount] : a tall grass that 
is grown in warm places as a source of sugar 
sug*ar*coat /'Jug^kout/ verb -coats; -coat-ed; -coat¬ 
ing [+ obj] : to talk about or describe (something) in a way 
that makes it seem more pleasant or acceptable than it is ■ 
textbooks that sugarcoat history • She has very strong opin¬ 
ions, and she doesn’t try to sugarcoat them. 

sugar-coated adj 

1 : covered in sugar ■ sugar-coated cereal 

2 [more most ~] disapproving : made to seem more pleas¬ 


ant or acceptable than it is ■ a sugar-coated version of history 

Sugar cube noun, pi ~ cubes [count] : a small cube of 
sugar that is put in coffee or tea to make it sweet — called 
also (Brit) sugar lump 

sugar daddy noun, pi ~ -dies [count] informal : a rich, 
older man who gives money, gifts, etc., to someone (such as 
a young woman) in exchange for sex, friendship, etc. ■ She's 
on the lookout for a new sugar daddy. — sometimes used 
figuratively in U.S. English ■ politicians getting money from 
their corporate sugar daddies 

Sugar—free ad) : not containing sugar : containing an arti¬ 
ficial sweetening substance instead of sugar ■ sugar-free gum 

SUg*ar*leSS /'/ugalas/ adj - SUGAR-FREE ■ sugarless gum 

Sugar maple noun, pi ~ -pies [count] chiefly US : a kind of 
maple tree that grows in eastern North America and that has 
sweet sap that is used to make maple syrup and maple sugar 

Sugar pill noun, pi pills [count] : a pill that is given to a 
patient like a drug but that has no medicine in it: PLACEBO ■ 
Half the patients were given the medication and the other 
half received a sugar pill. 

SUg*ar-plum /'Juga^plAin/ noun, pi -plums [count] US, 
old-fashioned : a small, sweet candy that is usually shaped 
like a ball 

sugar snap pea noun, pi ~ peas [count] : a type of pea 
whose thick outer part and seeds can be eaten — called also 
snap pea 

sug-ary /'Jugari/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : tasting like sugar or containing a lot of sugar ■ sugary 
breakfast cereals 

2 disapproving : showing or expressing a pleasant emotion in 
a way that seems excessive and false : too sweet ■ a sugary 
ballad ■ sugary cheerfulness/sentiment 

suq*qest /sa'cfcest/ verb -gests; -gest-ed; -gest-ing [+ 
offi] 

1 : to mention (something) as a possible thing to be done, 
used, thought about, etc. ■ I suggest (that) you call the store. ■ 
We suggested to the committee that they review the case 
again. ■ It was suggested that we leave early. ■ He suggested 
several different ways of dealing with the problem. ■ She sug¬ 
gested a stroll after dinner. = She suggested that we go for a 
stroll after dinner. 

2 : to say that (someone or something) is good or deserves to 
be chosen : recommend ■ Who would you suggest for the 
job? ■ They suggested a restaurant we might want to try. ■ I 
suggest caution in a situation like this. 

3 : to show that (something) is likely or true : to indicate 
(something) usually without showing it in a direct or certain 
way ■ The evidence suggests arson as the cause of the fire. ■ 
There is nothing to suggest that the two events are connect¬ 
ed. ■ As the name suggests, a yam winder is a device used to 
wind balls of yam. 

4 : to say (something) in an indirect way ■ Are you suggesting 
[= implying] (that) he deliberately cheated? ■ I think he’s sug¬ 
gesting that we shouldn’t have helped them. 

suggest itself somewhat formal, of an idea, plan, etc. : to be 
thought of : to seem or become obvious • No good solu¬ 
tion suggested itself. [=1 was unable to think of a good solu¬ 
tion] 

SUg*gesMble /sa'cfeestabal/ ad) [more most ~] : likely 
to believe that what someone says is true or may be true 
: easily influenced ■ The patient/child was highly suggestible. 

SUQ^gSdion /sa'cfcestfan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 1 count] a : an idea about what someone should do or how 
someone should behave • Do you have any suggestions ? ■ 
Please send comments and suggestions to our post office box. 
■ I have a suggestion: call the store and ask them about it. ■ I’d 
like to offer/make a suggestion. 9 I am always open to sug¬ 
gestions. [=ready to hear new ideas] b : something that is 
said in an indirect way • I’m shocked at the suggestion that he 
deliberately cheated. = The very suggestion that he deliber¬ 
ately cheated is shocking (to me). ■ I reject his suggestion that 
we shouldn’t have helped them. 

2 a : an action, quality, appearance, etc., that seems to indi¬ 
cate the presence or existence of something [count] — usu¬ 
ally singular • There was a suggestion of boredom in his tone 
of voice, [noncount] They were careful to avoid any sugges¬ 
tion of impropriety. [=avoid doing anything that could be 
seen as improper] ■ There was some suggestion of swelling 
around his ankle. [=his ankle appeared to be slightly swollen] 
b [count] : a very small amount of something — usually sin¬ 
gular ■ a flavor of chocolate with a (slight) suggestion [-hint] 
of pepper 


suggestive • sulfate 
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3 [noncount] : the process by which you make people think 
or feel something by saying, expressing, or showing some¬ 
thing that is related only indirectly ■ trying to influence peo¬ 
ple’s thoughts by using suggestion • The director relies on the 
power of suggestion rather than explicitly showing the mur¬ 
der. 

at/on someone’s suggestion : because someone said that 
you should ■ On his suggestion , I applied for the job. [=1 ap¬ 
plied for the job because he suggested that I should] ■ She 
went to Germany at my suggestion. 

SUg«geS a tive /sa'cfeestiv/ adj [more most ~] 

1 a : bringing thoughts, memories, or feelings into the mind 

— + of m music suggestive [= evocative\ of a past era b : show¬ 
ing or seeming to show something — + of ■ symptoms sugges¬ 
tive of AIDS 

2 : causing or tending to cause sexual feelings or excitement 

■ a suggestive [-revealing 1 nightgown ■ suggestive [-provoca¬ 
tive] song lyrics 

- sug-ges-tive-ly adv ■ The dancers moved suggestively. 
SUi-Cld-al Asuiwa'saidJ/at# [more most ~] 

1 : wanting to kill yourself ■ psychiatrists working with sui¬ 
cidal patients • Her friends are worried that she might be sui¬ 
cidal. [=that she might want to kill herself] : showing a desire 
to kill yourself • She had suicidal thoughts/tendencies. 

2 : extremely dangerous : likely to cause your death ■ The 
mission is suicidal. ■ a suicidal rescue attempt : likely to 
cause great harm to yourself ■ He knows that supporting a 
tax increase would be politically suicidal. 

1 sui-cide /'suiwa.said/ noun, pi -cides 

1 a : the act of killing yourself because you do not want to 
continue living [noncount] She had thoughts of suicide. ■ He 
committed suicide. [=he killed himself] ■ He attempted sui¬ 
cide. [=he tried to kill himself] [count] Authorities have offi¬ 
cially ruled the death a suicide. ■ There were two suicides last 
year at the university. — see also assisted suicide, 
physician-assisted suicide b [count] : a person who 
commits suicide ■ Her father was a suicide. [=her father 
killed himself] 

2 [noncount] : an action that ruins or destroys your career, 
social position, etc. ■ Accepting that kind of support is polit¬ 
ical suicide. [=it will cause the end of your career in politics] ■ 
It would be suicide for the company to try to expand too 
quickly. [=the company would fail if it tried to expand too 
quickly] 

2 SUicide adj, always used before a noun : of or relating to sui¬ 
cide ■ a suicide attempt ■ Did he leave a suicide note ? [=a 
note/letter explaining why he killed himself] — used espe¬ 
cially to describe something that is done by a person who 
plans and expects to be killed while doing it ■ a suicide mis¬ 
sion/bombing ■ a suicide bomber [=a person who commits 
suicide by exploding a bomb in order to kill other people] 
Suicide pact noun, pi -w pacts [count] : an agreement be¬ 
tween two or more people to kill themselves at the same time 

■ The two friends died in what appeared to be a suicide pact. 
Sui ge-ner-is Asuijai'cfeenarss/ adj, formal : in a class or 

group of its own : not like anything else ■ As a scholar, she is 
sui generis, [-unique] 

1 SUit /'su:t/ noun, pi suits 

1 [count] : a set of clothes that usually consists of a jacket 
and a skirt or pair of pants that are made out of the same 
material ■ a tweed/wool suit ■ He wore his gray suit to the job 
interview. — see color picture on page C15; see also busi¬ 
ness SUIT, LEISURE SUIT, LOUNGE SUIT, PANTSUIT, SAILOR 
SUIT, SHELL SUIT, THREE-PIECE SUIT, TROUSER SUIT, TWO- 
PIECE SUIT, ZOOT SUIT 

2 [count]: a set of clothes or protective covering that is worn 
for a special purpose or under particular conditions ■ a gym 
suit ■ a suit of armor — see also bathing suit, bodysuit, 
CATSUIT, JUMPSUIT, SNOWSUIT, SPACE SUIT, SWEAT SUIT, 
SWIMSUIT, UNION SUIT, WET SUIT 

3 : a process by which a court of law makes a decision to set¬ 
tle a disagreement or problem between people or organiza¬ 
tions : lawsuit [count] a civil/criminal suit ■ divorce/custo¬ 
dy /paternity suits • He filed/brought a suit [=started legal 
proceedings] against her. [noncount] He filed/brought suit 
[=started legal proceedings] against her. 

4 [count] : all the cards that have the same symbol in a pack 
of playing cards ■ The trump suit is hearts/clubs/diamonds/ 
spades. 

5 [count] informal + disapproving : a person who has an im¬ 
portant job in an office and who wears a suit: a business ex¬ 
ecutive ■ She described her boss as “an empty suit. ” (=a stu¬ 


pid and ineffective businessman] — usually plural ■ Get back 
to work. The suits just walked in. 
birthday suit see birthday 
follow suit see ’follow 

- see also long suit, strong suit 
2 SUit verb suits; suit-ed; suiting [+ obj] 

1 a : to provide what is required or wanted by or for (some¬ 
one or something) • This program should suit [=satirfy] your 
needs. ■ The restaurant offers meals to suit [-please] all 
tastes. ■ I can schedule the meeting for tomorrow. Does that 
suit you? [=is that convenient for you?] ■ That suits me fine. ■ 
He only helps out when it suits him. [=when he wants to; 
when it is convenient for him to help out] b : to be proper 
or suitable for (someone or something) ■ This kind of behav¬ 
ior hardly suits a person of your age. ■ She gave a serious 
speech that suited the occasion. ■ The formal furniture really 
suited the style of the house. ■ The job suits her very well. ■ 
(Brit) This kind of work suits me down to the ground. [=suits 
me perfectly; I like/enjoy this kind of work very much] 

2 : to be attractive on (someone) — not used in passive con¬ 
structions ■ Your new hairstyle suits [-becomes] you. ■ That 
dress doesn’t really suit her. 

suit someone’s book Brit, informal : to be suitable or satis¬ 
factory to someone ■ The changes should suit your book, 
suit up [phrasal verb] US : to put on a uniform or special 
clothing ■ The players are suiting up for the game. ■ The 
divers suited up. 

suit yourself informal : to do what you want to do — used 
especially to tell people that they can do what they want 
even though you do not think it is what they should do ■ “I 
don’t want to go.” “Suit yourself. [=do what you want] We’ll 
go without you.” 

suit-able /'suitsbal/ adj [more most —] : having the qual¬ 
ities that are right, needed, or appropriate for something ■ 
The dress was a suitable choice. ■ We upgraded the computer 
to make it suitable to our needs. — often + for ■ Is this shirt 
suitable for work? • Her experience makes her more suitable 
for the job. • What is a suitable time/place for us to meet? ■ 
The movie is not suitable for children. I=children should not 
watch it] — opposite unsuitable 

— suit-abil-i-ty /,su:t3'bil3ti/ noun [noncount] ■ No one 
questioned her suitability for the job. - sult-ably 
/'suitsbli/ adv ■ They were suitably dressed for the occa¬ 
sion. ■ The old house was a suitably spooky place for a Hal¬ 
loween party. 

suit-case /'su:t,keis/ noun, pi -cas-es [count] : a large case 
that you use to carry your clothing and belongings when you 
are traveling ■ She packed her suitcases the night before she 
left. 

suite /'swiit/ noun, pi suites [count] 

1 a : a group of rooms that is used for one purpose • a suite 
of offices on the fifth floor ■ The executive suite is on the top 
floor, b : a group of rooms in a hotel that is used by one 
person, couple, family, etc. ■ She checked into a suite. ■ We 
stayed in the hotel’s honeymoon/bridal suite. — see also en 

SUITE 

2 : a piece of music that is made up of many short pieces 
that are taken from a larger work (such as a ballet) ■ The or¬ 
chestra will be performing a suite. • the Nutcracker Suite 

3 chiefly Brit : a set of matching pieces of furniture for a 
room ■ a bedroom/bathroom suite ■ We bought a three-piece 
suite [=a couch and two chairs] for the living room. 

4 : a set of computer programs that are designed to work to¬ 
gether ■ a suite of business software 

SUit-ed /'suitad/ adj [more most ~] : having the qualities 
that are right, needed, or appropriate for something — + for 
or to ■ The land is well suited for farming. ■ We will hire the 
person who is best/most suited to the job. ■ The plant is suited 
to (living in) tropical climates. 

SUit-ing /'suitig/ noun [noncount]: cloth that is used in mak¬ 
ing suits 

SUit-or /'suit tt/ noun, pi -ors [count] 

1 old-fashioned : a man who wants to marry a particular 
woman ■ He was her most persistent suitor, and she eventual¬ 
ly agreed to marry him. 

2 technical : a company that wants to take over another 
company • An unwanted suitor is buying up the company’s 
stock. 

Sul-fate (US) or chiefly Brit sul-phate /'sAl,feit/ noun, pi 
-fates [count, noncount] chemistry : a salt that is formed 
when sulfuric acid reacts with another chemical element • 
copper sulfate 
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sulfide • summer 


SUl-fide (t S ) or chiefly Brit sul-phide /'sA],faid/ noun, pi 
-tides [count, noncount ] chemistry : a compound that con¬ 
tains sulfur and one or more other chemical elements 
sul'fur (US) or chiefly Brit sul-phur /'sAlfa 1 / noun [noncount] 
chemistry : a yellow chemical element that has a strong, un¬ 
pleasant odor when it is burned and that is used in making 
paper, gunpowder, medicine, etc. 

usage In U.S. English, the spelling sulfur is chiefly used in 
technical writing, while both sulfur and sulphur are com¬ 
mon in general writing. 

sulfur dioxide (US) or chiefly Brit sulphur dioxide noun 
[noncount] chemistry : a gas that has a strong smell, that is 
used in many industries, and that contributes to air pollution 
sul*fu«ric acid (US) or chiefly Brit sul-phU'ric acid 

/s/vl'fjarik-/ noun [ noncount ] chemistry : a very strong type of 
acid 

SUl*fu«rous (US) or chiefly Brit sul-phu-rous /'sAlfaras/ 
adj , chemistry : of, relating to, or containing sulfur ■ sulfu- 
rous compounds/gas ■ a sulfurous odor 
1 sulk /'sAlk/ verb sulks; sulked; sulk-ing [no obf] : to be 
angry or upset about something and to refuse to discuss it 
with other people ■ He went to sulk in his room. ■ She has 
been sulking all day. 

2 SUlk noun, pi sulks [count] : a period of time when someone 
is angry or upset and refuses to speak ■ tantrums and sulks • 
He was in a sulk. [=he was sulking] • She has a case of the 
sulks. [=she’s sulking] 

sulky /'sAlki/ adj sulk-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : angry or upset about something and refusing to discuss it 
with others ■ She is very sulky today. ■ She’s in a sulky mood. 

2 : often quiet and angry or upset ■ a sulky [=moody ] child 

— sulk-i-ly /'sAlkali/ adv ■ He sat sulkily in the chair. — sulk- 
i-ness /'sAlkinas/ noun [noncount] 

SuMen /'sAlan/ adj [more most —] 

1 — used to describe an angry or unhappy person who does 
not want to talk, smile, etc. ■ sullen teenagers ■ He’s in a sul¬ 
len mood. ■ She sat in sullen silence. • His face was sullen. - 
He had a sullen expression on his face. 

2 literary : gray and dark ■ a sullen [ =gloomy ] sky/moming 

— suMendy adv • He stared sullenly out the window. — sul- 
len-ness /'sAlannas/ noun [noncount] 

SuMy /'saH/ verb suMies; suMied; suMy-ing [+ obj] for¬ 
mal : to damage or ruin the good quality of (something) • 
The scandal sullied [-tarnished] her reputation. 

sulphate, sulphide, sulphur, sulphur dioxide, 
sulphuric acid, sulphurous chiefly Brit spellings of 

SULFATE, SULFIDE, SULFUR, SULFUR DIOXIDE, SULFURIC 
ACID, SULFUROUS 

subtan /'sAltn/ noun, pi -tans [count] : a king or ruler of a 
Muslim state or country 

sul-ta-na /iSAl'tsena, Brit ,SAl'ta:nd/ noun, pi -nas [count] 

1 : the wife, mother, sister, or daughter of a sultan 

2 chiefly Brit : golden raisin 
sul-tan-ate /'sAlt3,neit/ noun, pi -ates [count] 

1 : a state or country that is ruled by a sultan 

2 : the position of a sultan or the period of time when a sul¬ 
tan rules ■ His sultanate ended in 1923. 

subtry /’sAltri/ adj subtrber; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : very hot and humid ■ a sultry day ■ sultry air/weather 

2 : attractive in a way that suggests or causes feelings of sex¬ 
ual desire ■ She looked at him with a sultry glance. ■ a sultry 
woman/dress ■ an actress with a sultry voice 

— subtrbness /'sAltrinas/ noun [noncount] ■ the sultriness of 
her voice 

1 SUfTl /'sAm/ noun, pi sums 

1 [count] : an amount of money ■ They spent large/consider¬ 
able sums (of money) repairing the house. ■ We donated a 
small sum (of money) to the charity. ■ The sellers were ask¬ 
ing for a modest sum. ■ I paid the sum of $500. — see also 
lump sum 

2 [count] a : the result of adding two or more numbers to¬ 
gether ■ The sum of 5 and 7 is 12. b : a simple problem in 
mathematics — usually plural ■ schoolchildren doxngsums 

3 [singular] : the whole amount of something ■ Working odd 
summer jobs has been the sum of my experience so far. 
[=has been all the experience I’ve had so far] — see also sum 

TOTAL 

in sum 1 : as a brief statement of the most important infor¬ 
mation in a piece of writing or speech • In sum [=m sum¬ 
mary], we need a better public health-care system. 2 : in a 
few words ■ The movie was, in sum [=in short], entertaining 


as well as educational. 

sum and substance : the general or basic meaning of 
something said or written ■ What is the sum and substance 
[=g£rt] of the argument? 

sum of its parts Something that is greater/better/more 
than the sum of its parts is better or more effective as a 
team, combination, etc., than you would expect it to be 
when you look at the different parts that form it. ■ The 
team lacks standout players, but it has proved to be greater 
than the sum of its parts. 

- see also zero-sum game 

2 sum verb sums; summed; sum-ming 

sum up [phrasal verb] 1 sum up or sum up (something) or 
sum (something) up : to tell (information) again using few¬ 
er words : to give a summary of (statements, facts, etc.) 
: summarize • I would like to take a moment to sum up 
the facts that I presented earlier. ■ She sums up the main ar¬ 
guments of the essay in the final paragraph. ■ The judge 
summed up the evidence in his speech to the jury. ■ To sum 
up, we need a better public health-care system. 2 sum up 
(someone or something) or sum (someone or something) 
up a : to describe or show the most important parts or 
qualities of (someone or something) in a brief or simple 
way ■ The article nicely sums up her career. ■ That picture 
sums him up perfectly. [=that picture perfectly shows what 
kind of person he is] b : to describe (someone or some¬ 
thing) using few words • The solution to the landfill prob¬ 
lem can be summed up in one word: recycling. ■ The word 
“lazy” sums him up pretty well. • “So, you don’t want to go 
because you think it will be boring?” “That just about 
sums it up." — see also summing-up 

SU»mac /'Ju,m£ek, 'su:,m£ek/ noun, pi -macs [count, non¬ 
count] : a type of tree, bush, or vine that has many small 
leaves and produces red or white berries — see also poison 
sumac 

sum-ma cum lau*de /iSAmdikAm'laida/ adv, formal 
: with highest honor — used in the U.S. to indicate that a 
student has graduated from a college or university at the 
highest of three special levels of achievement ■ She graduat¬ 
ed summa cum laude. — compare cum laude, magna 

CUM LAUDE 

sum-ma*rize (US) also Brit sum-ma-rise /'sAm3,raiz/ 
verb -riz-es; -rized; -riz-ing : to tell (information) again 
using fewer words [+ obf] I would like to take a moment to 
summarize the facts that I presented earlier. • She summariz¬ 
es the essay’s main arguments in the final paragraph. = She 
summarizes the essay in the final paragraph, [no obf] He 
summarized by saying we needed better planning and imple¬ 
mentation. ■ To summarize, we need better schools. 

- sum-ma-ri-za»tion also Brit sum-ma-ri*sa*tion 
/iSAmara'zeiJan, Brit ,SAm3,rai'zeij3n/ noun, pi -tions 
[count, noncount] ■ A summarization [=summary] of the 
study’s results can be found at the end of the report. 

1 sum«ma«rv /'sAmari/ noun, pi -ries [count] : a brief state¬ 
ment that gives the most important information about some¬ 
thing ■ He concluded the report with a brief summary. ■ a 
chapter/plot summary ■ They gave a summary of their 
progress in building the bridge. 

in summary : as a brief statement of the most important in¬ 
formation in a piece of writing or speech ■ In summary [=in 
conclusion, in sum], we need a better public health-care 
system. 

Nummary adj, always used before a noun 

1 : using few words to give the most important information 
about something • a summary account of the accident ■ a 
summary report 

2 formal : done quickly in a way that does not follow the 
normal process ■ a summary dismissal/execution/judgment ■ 
a summary court proceeding 

- sum*mar*i*ly /sa'merali/ adv, formal • He was summarily 
dismissed/executed. 

sunvma-tion /sa'mei/an/ noun, pi -tions [count] 

1 formal : a brief description of the most important informa¬ 
tion about something • A summation can be found at the end 
of the report. ■ We gave a summation of our discovery. 

2 US, law : a final speech made by a lawyer in a court of law 
to give a summary of the main arguments in a case ■ The de¬ 
fense attorneys and prosecutors are set to make their final 
summations today. 

1 sum»mer /'saituj 1 / noun, pi -mers : the warmest season of 
the year that is after spring and before autumn [count] What 
are your plans for this summer ? ■ the summer of 2005 ■ We 




summer • sunburned 


1648 


visited them two summers ago. [noncount] in early/late sum¬ 
mer ■ the first day of summer — often used before another 
noun ■ the summer months ■ a hot summer day ■ the compa¬ 
ny’s summer catalog ■ summer clothes ■ a summer job ■ sum¬ 
mer vacation ■ The children have fond memories of summer 
camp. — see also Indian summer 
2 summer verb -mers; -mered; -merging [no obj \: to spend 
the summer in a particular place ■ We summer (at our house) 
in Virginia. 

sum-mer-house /'sAma^haus/ noun, pi -hous-es [count] 

1 chiefly Brit : a covered structure in a garden or park that is 
used as a resting place in summer 

2 summer house : a house that someone lives in during the 
summer ■ They have a summer house on the lake. — called 
also summer home 

Slimmer school noun, pi ~ schools [count, noncount] 
: special classes that are taught at a school during the sum¬ 
mer 

Summer squash noun [count, noncount] US : a long, usu¬ 
ally yellow vegetable that is a type of squash and that has soft 
skin which can be eaten — see color picture on page C4; 
compare winter squash 
sum-mer*time /'sAm&.taim/ noun [ noncount ] 

1 : the season of summer ■ We go there to pick strawberries 
in the summertime. 

2 Summer Time Brit: British summer time 
sum-mery /'sAmari/ adj [more most ~] : suitable for or 

typical of summer ■ a summery dress ■ summery afternoons 

sum*ming—up /.sAmig'Ap/ noun, pi sum-mings-up 

/,SAmirjz'Ap/ [count] 

1 : the act of telling information again using fewer words ■ a 
summing-up of the results 

2 law : a final speech made by a lawyer or judge in a court of 
law to give a summary of the arguments and evidence in a 
case — see also sum up at 2 sum 

sunvmit /'sAmat/ noun, pi -mits [count] 

1 a : the highest point of a mountain : the top of a mountain 
■ The mountain range has summits over 10,000 feet high. ■ 
the summit [-peak] of Mount Everest ■ The climbers failed to 
reach the summit, b : the highest level ■ He reached the 
summit [=peak] of his career three years ago. 

2 : a meeting or series of meetings between the leaders of 
two or more governments ■ Leaders of several nations at¬ 
tended the economic summit. ■ A summit on global warming 
was held that year. ■ a summit meeting/conference 

sum-mon /'sAman/ verb -mons; -moned; -mon-ing [+ 
obj] formal 

1 a : to order (someone) to come to a place ■ The queen 
summoned him back to the palace, b : to order (someone) 
to appear in a court of law — often used as (be) summoned ■ 
She was summoned to (appear in) court. ■ She was sum¬ 
moned (to appear) before a judge. 

2 : to ask for (someone or something) to come : to send or 
call for (someone or something) ■ She summoned a doctor. ■ 
The boy summoned help. 

3 : to get (the courage, energy, strength, etc., that you need 
to do something) by making a special effort ■ She couldn’t 
summon [=muster] the strength/energy to finish the race. — 
often + up ■ He finally summoned up the courage to ask her 
out on a date. 

4 : to ask or order a group of people to come together for (a 
meeting) ■ The president summoned [=convened] a meeting/ 
conference. 

summon up [phrasal verb] summon up (something) : to 
bring (a memory, feeling, image, etc.) into the mind ■ Visit¬ 
ing his old house summoned up memories of his childhood. 
— see also summon 3 (above) 

1 SUm*mons /'sAmanz/ noun, pi -mons*es 

1 law : an official order to appear in a court of law [count] 
The judge issued a summons. ■ He was served with a sum¬ 
mons (to appear in court), [noncount] a writ/service of sum¬ 
mons — compare subpoena 

2 [count] : an official order to appear at a particular place ■ 
He received a royal summons. 

‘summons verb -monses; -monsed; -mons-lng [+ obj] 
law : to order (someone) to appear in a court of law : sum¬ 
mon — usually used as (be) summonsed • She way sum¬ 
monsed to (appear in) court as a witness. 

SU-ITIO /'suimou/ noun [noncount] : a Japanese form of wres¬ 
tling that is performed by very large men ■ sumo wrestlers 
Slimp /*sAmp / noun, pi sumps [count] 

1 : a low part or area where liquid collects when it drains 


from something ■ sump pits/trenches 
2 chiefly Brit : oil pan 

Sump pump noun, pi -w pumps [count] US : a pump that 
removes water from underneath a house or building 
SUITip-tU-OUS /'sAmpJawas/a*# [more most ~]: very ex¬ 
pensive, rich, or impressive ■ a sumptuous banquet/dinner/ 
feast ■ sumptuous [= luxurious ] hotels 

— sump-tu-ous-ly adv ■ a sumptuously furnished house 
— sump-tu*ous*ness noun [noncount] • the sumptuous¬ 
ness of the dessert 

sum total noun 

the sum total: the whole amount: the entire total of some¬ 
thing — usually + of m The sum total of the payments will be 
$28,000. ■ That’s the sum total of what I know about cars. 
[=that's all 1 know about cars] 

1 SUn /'sAn/ noun, pi suns 

1 a the sun also the Sun : the star that the Earth moves 
around and that gives the Earth heat and light ■ The rain has 
stopped and the sun is shining. ■ The sun rises in the east and 
sets in the west. ■ the rising/setting sun ■ the warmth of the 
sun's rays b [count] : any star that has planets which move 
around it ■ They dream of traveling to distant suns. 

2 [noncount] : the heat or light produced by the sun : sun¬ 
shine or sunlight ■ The plant needs full sun. [=it should not be 
in the shade] ■ Try to keep out of the sun. • The cat lay bask¬ 
ing in the sun. ■ 1 couldn't see because the sun was in my 
eyes. [=the bright light of the sun was shining directly in my 
eyes] ■ We went to the beach to get/catch some sun. [=to 
spend time in the sunlight] 

in the sun If someone or something has a day/moment/ 
time , etc., in the sun , that person or thing is popular or gets 
a lot of attention during a period of time. ■ Organic foods 
are having their moment in the sun. ■ The singer is still wait¬ 
ing for his day in the sun. 
make hay (while the sun shines) see hay 
place in the sun : a very good, successful, or desirable posi¬ 
tion ■ After years of struggling as an unknown actor, he 
has finally found his/a place in the sun. 
under the sun : in the world — used to emphasize the large 
number of things that are being mentioned ■ There is noth¬ 
ing under the sun [=nothing at all] that we cannot do. ■ We 
talked about everything under the sun. • She called me ev¬ 
ery name under the sun. 

2 sun verb suns; sunned; sun-ning : to sit or lie in the light 
of the sun especially in order to make your skin darker [no 
obj] He is sunning [-sunbathing] by the pool. [+ obj] People 
sunned themselves on the hillside. 

Sun. abbr Sunday 

sun-baked adj 

1 : made very hard and dry by the heat of the sun ■ bricks 
made out of sun-baked mud 

2 : receiving a lot of heat and light from the sun ■ sandy, sun¬ 
baked beaches 

sun-bathe /'sAn.beia/ verb -bathes; -bathed; -bath-ing 

[no obj] : to sit or lie in the light of the sun especially in order 
to make your skin darker ■ She sunbathes every afternoon. ■ 
People were sunbathing on the beach. 

— sun*bath-er /'sAn.beiaa 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 
sun-beam /'sAn,bi:m/ noun, pi -beams [count] : a ray of 

sunlight 

Sun-bed /'sAn,bcd/ noun, pi -beds [count] 

1 chiefly Brit : tanning bed 

2 Brit : chaise longue 
Sun-belt /'sAn.belt/ noun 

the Sunbelt: the southern and southwestern states of the 
U.S. ■ She moved to the Sunbelt. 

SUn-blOCk /'sAn,bla:k/ noun, pi -blocks [count, noncount] 
: a lotion that you put on your skin to prevent sunburn by 
completely blocking out the sun’s rays — compare SUN¬ 
SCREEN 

SUn-burn /'sAn.ban/ noun, pi -burns : a condition in which 
your skin becomes sore and red from too much sunlight 
[count] He has a bad sunburn, [noncount] Use sunscreen to 
prevent sunburn. 

-sunburn verb -burns; -burned /-.band/ or -burnt 
/-.bant/; -burn-ing [no obj] chiefly US ■ Her skin sunburns 
[-bums] easily. = She sunburns easily, 
sunburned also sunburnt adj 

1 : sore and red from too much sunlight: having a sunburn ■ 
Her skin is badly sunburned. ■ a sunburned nose 

2 Brit : having attractive skin that has been turned darker by 
being in the sun ■ a handsome, sunburned [-tanned] surfer 
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Sun Cream noun, pi — creams [count, noncount] chiefly 
Brit: a cream or lotion that you put on your skin to prevent 
sunburn 

SLin-dae /'sAn,dei/ noun, pi -daes [count] 

: a dessert of ice cream that is topped with 
a sweet sauce, nuts, whipped cream, etc. ■ a 
hot-fudge sundae 

Sun-day /'sAn,dei/ noun, pi -days : the 
day of the week between Saturday and 
Monday [count] She visited me last Sun¬ 
day. • What are you doing this/next Sun¬ 
day ? = What are you doing this coming 
Sunday ? ■ We go to church on Sundays. 

[=every Sunday] • My birthday falls on a 
Sunday this year. • (Brit) Next week I’ll ar¬ 
rive on the Monday and leave on the Sun¬ 
day. [noncount] Next week I’ll arrive on 
Monday and leave on Sunday. ■ I will leave 
on Sunday morning. • the Sunday newspa¬ 
per ■ a Sunday brunch — abbr. Sun. 
a month of Sundays see month 

— Sundays adv ■ He works Sundays. [=he works every Sun¬ 
day] 

Sunday best noun [noncount ]: your best clothing that you 
wear to church or on special occasions ■ All the people at the 
concert were wearing their Sunday best. 

Sunday school noun [count, noncount] : a school espe¬ 
cially for children that is held on Sunday for religious educa¬ 
tion 

SUn-deck /'sAn,dek/ noun, pi -decks [count] : a deck on a 
ship or an outside area on a building where people can sit in 
the sun 

sun-der /'sAnda*/ verb -ders; -dered; -der-ing [+ obj] for¬ 
mal + literary : to split apart (an organization, two people, 
etc.) especially in a violent way • a family sundered by scan¬ 
dal — see also asunder 

sun-di-al /'sAn,daj3l/ noun, pi -als [count] : a device that is 
used to show the time of day by the position of the sun and 
that consists of a plate with markings like a clock and an ob¬ 
ject with a straight edge that casts a shadow onto the plate 
SUn-down /'sAn,daun /noun [noncount] chiefly US : the time 
when the sun goes below the horizon : SUNSET • Passover 
ends tomorrow at sundown. 

SUn—drenched adj, always used before a noun : receiving a 
lot of heat and light from the sun ■ sun-drenched beaches/is¬ 
lands 

sun-dress /'sAn,dres/ noun, pi -dress*es [count] : a dress 
that is worn in warm weather and that does not cover the 
arms, shoulders, or neck 

SUn—dried adj, always used before a noun : dried by the 
heat of the sun ■ sun-dried tomatoes 
SUn-drieS /'sAndriz/ noun [plural] formal : various small 
things that are not mentioned specifically • pins, needles, and 
other sundries 

SUn-dry /'sAndri/ adj, always used before a noun, formal 
: made up of different things ■ sundry [=various] items ■ for 
sundry reasons 

all and sundry formal : every person ■ It was clear to all and 
sundry [=everyone, everybody] that something was wrong. 
SUn-fish /'sAn,fiJ/ noun, pi -fish [count] : a large fish with a 
round body that lives in the sea — see color picture on page 
C8 

sun-flow-er /'sAniflawa/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a tall plant 
that has very large yellow flowers and that produces seeds 
which can be eaten ■ a row of sunflowers ■ sunflower seeds/oil 

— see color picture on page C6 

SUng past tense and past participle of sing 
sun-glass-es /'sA^glsesaz, Brit 'sAn,gla:s3z/ noun [plural] 
: glasses with dark lenses that protect the eyes from the sun ■ 
a pair of sunglasses — called also ( informal ) shades 
SUn god noun, pi gods [count] : a god that represents the 
sun in various religions 

sun hat noun, pi — hats [count]: a hat that you wear to pro¬ 
tect your head and neck from the sun 
Sunk past tense and past participle of 1 sink 
SUnk-en /'sAijkan/ adj 

1 always used before a noun : completely covered with water 
: lying at the bottom of a sea, lake, etc. • a sunken ship ■ sunk¬ 
en treasure 

2 : curving inward because of illness, age, etc. ■ sunken [= hol¬ 
low>] cheeks ■ Her eyes were sunken and lifeless. 


3 always used before a noun : lying or built at a lower level 
than the surrounding area ■ a sunken garden ■ a sunken living 
room ■ a sunken tub 

sun-kissed adj 

1 : sunny ■ the sun-kissed beaches/shores of the Caribbean 

2 of a person’s skin : having an attractive color because of 
having been in the sun ■ sun-kissed skin/faces • a sun-kissed 
glow 

SUn-lamp /'sAndzemp/ noun, pi -lamps [count] : a special 
lamp that produces light similar to sunlight and that is used 
to make your skin darker or to treat illness 
SUn-less /'sAnlas/ adj : having little light from the sun : not 
sunny ■ a sunless room/day 

SUn-light /'sAn,lait/ noun [noncount] : the light of the sun 
: sunshine ■ the early morning sunlight ■ Sunlight streamed 
through the windows. ■ Avoid exposure to (bright/direct) 
sunlight. 

SUn-lit /'sAn,lit/ adj : lighted by the sun ■ a sunlit room 
SUn lounge noun, pi ~ lounges [count] Brit : sunroom 
SUn lounger noun, pi ~ -ers [count] Brit : a long chair that 
is used for sitting or lying outdoors 
Sun-ni /'suni/ noun, pi -nis or -ni 

1 [noncount] : one of the two main branches of Islam 

— compare shia 

2 [count]: a Muslim who is a member of the Sunni branch of 
Islam — compare SHIITE 

— Sunni adj, always used before a noun • the Sunni faith/tra¬ 
dition • Sunni Muslims/Arabs 

sun-ny /'sAni/ adj sun-ni-er; -est 

1 : having plenty of bright sunlight ■ a sunny room/day ■ sun¬ 
ny weather ■ the sunniest parts of the country • We found a 
sunny place/spot to have lunch. ■ If it’s sunny later, we can go 
to the park. 

2 : cheerful and happy ■ a sunny smile/disposition 
SUn-ny—Side up /,SAni,said'Ap/ adj, chiefly US, of an egg 

: fried on one side only ■ “I’d like my eggs sunny-side up." 
SUn protection factor noun [noncount] : spf 
sun-rise /'sAn,raiz/ noun, pi -rises 

1 [noncount] : the time when the sun appears above the hori¬ 
zon in the morning : dawn or daybreak «We were up before/ 
at sunrise. • We worked from sunrise to sunset. 

2 : the colors that are in the sky when the sun slowly appears 
above the horizon [count] a beautiful sunrise ■ We watched 
the sunrise from the beach, [noncount] the pink light of sun¬ 
rise 

SUn-roof /'sAn,ru:f/ noun, pi -roofs [count] : a part of the 
roof of a car or truck that can be opened to let air and light 
in — see picture at car; compare moonroof 
SUn-room /'sAn,ru:m/ noun, pi -rooms [count] US : a room 
in a house that has a lot of windows and glass to let sunlight 
in — called also (Brit) sun lounge 
SUn-SCreen /'sAn,skri:n/ noun, pi -screens [count, non¬ 
count] : a lotion that you put on your skin to prevent sun¬ 
burn by blocking out some of the sun’s rays — compare 

SUNBLOCK 

sun-set / , SAn,set/ noun, pi -sets 

1 [noncount]: the time when the sun goes below the horizon 
in the evening ■ We arrived just before sunset, [-(chiefly US) 
sundown] ■ Prayers begin at sunset. ■ We worked from sunrise 
to sunset. 

2 : the colors that are in the sky when the sun slowly goes 
below the horizon [count] a beautiful sunset [noncount] the 
golden light of sunset 

SUn-Shade /'sAnJeid/ noun, pi -shades [count] : some¬ 
thing (such as a parasol or awning) that blocks sunlight 
SUn-Shine /■sAnJ'ain/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the sun’s light or rays : warmth and light from the sun ■ 
Today’s forecast calls for sunshine. ■ Let’s go out and enjoy 
the sunshine ! 

2 informal : a feeling of happiness ■ She was the kind of per¬ 
son who brought sunshine into people’s lives. ■ She was a ray 
of sunshine for her patients. [=she made her patients feel 
happier and more cheerful] 

3 Brit, informal — used as a form of address that can be ei¬ 
ther friendly or rude ■ “Hey, sunshine. What are you doing?” 

Sun-Shiny /'sAnJaini/ adj, US 

1 : bright with the sun’s rays ■ a sunshiny [=sunny] day 

2 : full of happiness ■ sunshiny songs ■ the children’s sunshiny 
[=happy] faces 

Sun-Spot /'sAn,spa:t/ noun, pi -spots [count] astronomy : a 
dark spot that sometimes appears on the surface of the sun 
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Sun-Stroke /'SAi^strouk/ noun [noncount ] medical : a seri- 
ous condition that happens when someone has been in the 
sun too long and that causes a person to stop sweating, have 
a very high body temperature, and become exhausted or un¬ 
conscious — compare heatstroke 
survtan /'sAn,t£en/ noun, pi -tans [count] : a browning of 
the skin that is caused by the sun’s rays ■ She has a nice sun¬ 
tan. [=tan\ ■suntan lotion 

— sun-tanned /*sAn,t£end/ adj [more most ~] ■ sun¬ 
tanned bodies/faces — sun-tan-ning /'sAn^aeruo/ noun 
[noncount] 

Sun-up /'sAn,Ap/ noun [noncount] chiefly US : sunrise ■ We 
will meet at sunup. 

Sun worshipper noun, pi ~ -pers [count] informal 
: someone who enjoys lying in the sun to get a suntan 
1 sup /'sap/ verb sups; supped; sup-ping [no obj] old- 
fashioned + literary : to eat dinner : dine ■ journalists sup¬ 
ping with politicians ■ They supped on local delicacies. — 
compare 2 SUP 

2 sup verb sups; supped; supping [+ obj] Brit : to drink (a 
liquid) especially in small amounts ■ He supped [=sipped] a 
glass of wine while waiting for his meal. — compare ‘SUP 
1 SU-per /'su:pa-/ adj, informal: extremely good ■ She's a super 
cook. ■ We had a super time. ■ The party was super. ■ “Yes, I’d 
love to come.” "Superl I'll see you later.” 

2 super adv, US, informal \ very or extremely • She’s super 
nice/rich/smart. * a super fast car 
3 super noun, pi -pers [count] US, informal : superinten¬ 
dent 3 
super -prefix 

1 : bigger, better, or more important than others of the same 
kind ■ superhuman 

2 : superior in position or rank ■ a military superpower 
su-per-abun-dance /,su:p3T3'bAnd3ns/ noun [singular] 

formal : a great or excessive amount of something • a super¬ 
abundance of wealth 

— su-per-abun-dant /(Surpara'bAndant/ adj ■ a superabun¬ 
dant supply 

SU-per-an-nu-at-ed /,su:pa i, £enj3 l weitad / adj, formal : old 
and therefore no longer very effective or useful ■ a superan¬ 
nuated opera star ■ superannuated [= outdated] software 
SU-per-an-nu-a-tion /iSUipa^Eenja'weiJan/ noun [non¬ 
count] Brit : a type of pension that both the employee and 
the employer pay for ■ an improved superannuation scheme 
SU-perb /su'pa'b/ adj extremely good : excellent or bril¬ 
liant in a very noticeable way ■ a superb example ■ wines of 
superb quality ■ They’ve done a superb job. ■ The perfor¬ 
mance was absolutely superb. 

— su-perb-ly adv ■ a superbly gifted writer ■ The defense 
played superbly. 

Super Bowl service mark — used for the annual champion¬ 
ship game of the National Football League 

su-per-charged /'suipaitfcuxfed/ adj 

1 : supplied with air or fuel at a higher pressure than normal 
to increase power ■ a supercharged engine 

2 informal : filled with energy, tension, or emotion ■ a. super¬ 
charged atmosphere 

SU-per-Cil-iOUS Asuipa^'silijas/ adj [more most ] formal 
+ disapproving : having or showing the proud and unpleasant 
attitude of people who think that they are better or more im¬ 
portant than other people ■ a supercilious professor • a super¬ 
cilious tone/attitude - supercilious behavior 

— su-per-cil-ious-ly adv ■ He glanced at her and smiled su¬ 
perciliously. — su-per-cil-tous-ness noun [noncount] 

su-per-com-put-er Auip^kan^pjuite/ noun, pi -ers 
[count] : a large and very fast computer 
su-per-con-duc-tiv-i-ty /(SUipa^kai^dAk'tivati/ noun 
[noncount] technical : the ability of something (such as a 
metal) to allow electricity to flow through it easily especially 
at very low temperatures 

SU-per-COn-duC-tor /jSuip^kan'dAkta 1 / noun, pi -tors 
[count] technical : a material or object that allows electricity 
to flow through it easily at very low temperatures 
SU-per-ego Asuip^'iigou/ noun, pi -egos [count] psycholo¬ 
gy : a part of a person’s mind that relates to attitudes about 
what is right and wrong and to feelings of guilt — compare 

EGO, ID 

SU-per-f i-cial /^urp&'fiJW adj [more most ~] 

1 : concerned only with what is obvious or apparent : not 
thorough or complete ■ a superficial analysis of the results/ 
data ■ They had a superficial knowledge/understanding of 


the topic. ■ These superficial changes/solutions don’t address 
the underlying problem. 

2 a : affecting only the outer part or surface of something 
: not deep or serious ■ superficial wounds/cuts • The storm 
only caused superficial damage to the building, b : lying 
close to the surface ■ superficial veins 

3 — used to describe a quality, characteristic, etc., that can 
be seen in the outward appearance or manner of something 
or someone but that is not deep or genuine ■ Despite a super¬ 
ficial resemblance, the paintings are by two different artists. ■ 
These similarities/differences are only superficial. ■ Don’t be 
deceived by his superficial charm. ■ On a superficial level, his 
theory works, but the facts don’t support it. 

4 disapproving : not caring about or involving important 
matters or deep emotions ■ He thinks she’s vain and superfi¬ 
cial. [= shallow] ■ I’m not interested in superficial relation¬ 
ships. 

— su-per-fi-ci-al-i-ty /^uipa^fiji'selati/ noun [noncount] ■ 
the superficiality of pop culture — su-per-fi-cial-ly 
/jSuip^'fiJhli/ adv • Superficially , at least, the two paintings 
are similar. 

SU-per-fine /,su:pa ,, fain/ adj, chiefly US : extremely fine: 
such as a : extremely thin ■ superfine wire b : made up of 
extremely small pieces ■ superfine sugar C : of very high 
quality ■ superfine wool 

SU-per-flll-i-ty Asuip&'fluiwsti/ noun [singular] formal 
: more of something than is needed ■ a superfluity of volun¬ 
teers 

SU-per-flu-OUS /su'pa-fluwas/ adj [more most ] formal 
: beyond what is needed : not necessary ■ a superfluous 
word/detail ■ Further discussion seemed superfluous. 

— su-per-f I u-ous-ly adv 

su-per-glue /'suipa^glu:/ noun [noncount] : a very strong 
glue 

SU-per-grasS /'suipa^grzes, Brit 'su:p3,gra:s/ noun, pi 
-grass-es [count] Brit, informal : a criminal who gives in¬ 
formation to the police about a large number of other crim¬ 
inals 

SU-per-he-ro /'suipa^hirou/ noun, pi -roes [count] 

1 : a fictional character who has amazing powers (such as 
the ability to fly) ■ comic-book superheroes 

2 : a very heroic person ■ The people who do this dangerous 
work are real-life superheroes who deserve our gratitude. 

SU-per-high-way /(Suipa-'ha^wei/ noun, pi -ways [count] 
US : a large and wide highway used for traveling at high 
speeds over long distances 

SU-per-hll-man /^uip^'hjuiman/ adj : greater than nor¬ 
mal human power, size, or ability ■ The character in the film 
acquires superhuman powers. ■ superhuman strength/cour¬ 
age ■ tales of superhuman feats ■ It will take a superhuman ef¬ 
fort for them to win the championship. 

SU-per-im-pose /iSuipanm'pouz/ verb -pos-es; -posed; 
-pos-ing [+ obj] : to place or lay (something) over some¬ 
thing else ■ A triangle superimposed on an inverted triangle 
forms a six-pointed star. ■ superimposed images — often used 
figuratively ■ a Shakespearean play superimposed upon a 
modem setting ■ We should not try to superimpose our val¬ 
ues on other cultures. [=should not try to make other cul¬ 
tures accept/adopt our values] 

— su-per-im-po-si-tion /isuipa^impa'zijan/ noun [non¬ 
count] • the superimposition of two images 

SU-per-in-tend Asuipa-nn'tcnd/ verb -tends; -tend-ed; 
-tend-ing [+ obj] formal : to direct or manage (something, 
such as a project or activity) ■ A licensed contractor will su¬ 
perintend [=supervise] the work. 

— su-per-ln-ten-dence Asu'.pam'tendans/ noun [non¬ 
count] ■ Decisions will be made under the superintendence 
[= supervision] of the board of directors. 

su-per*in-ten-dent /^uipa-m'tcndant/ noun, pi -dents 
[count] 

1 : a person who directs or manages a place, department, or¬ 
ganization, etc. ■ (US) Our district superintendent (of schools) 
is retiring soon. • a park superintendent 

2 : a high rank in a police department or a person who has 
this rank 

3 US : a person who is in charge of cleaning, maintaining, 
and repairing a building — called also ( informal ) super 

1 SU-pe-ri-or /su'pirija 1 / adj 

1 a : of high quality : high or higher in quality • superior 
products/results • a superior wine = a wine of superior quality 
■ This new model offers superior performance. — often + to • 
The new model is (vastly/far) superior to the old one. b 
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: great or greater in amount, number, or degree ■ her superi¬ 
or strength/intelligence ■ The small army was overwhelmed 
by superior numbers. 

2 disapproving a : better than other people • He only helps 
us because it makes him feel superior. — often + to 9 He 
thinks he’s superior to everyone else, b : having or showing 
the attitude of people who think that they are better or more 
important than other people : arrogant ■ a superior man¬ 
ner/tone 

3 always used before a noun : high or higher in rank ■ Report 
to your superior officer. • The verdict was reversed by a supe¬ 
rior court. — compare subordinate 

2 SUperior noun, pi -ors [count] : a person of higher rank or 
status than another ■ His superior gave him an excellent eval¬ 
uation. ■ You should report any problems to your immediate 
superior. — compare subordinate; see also mother su¬ 
perior 

SU*pe*ri*Or*i*ty /sUipiri'orsti/ noun [ noncount] 

1 : the quality or state of being high or higher in quality — 
often + of or over 9 The superiority of our product is obvious. ■ 
one product’s superiority over another 

2 : the belief that you are better than other people ■ His suc¬ 
cess has given him a false sense of superiority. 9 an irritating 
air of superiority [=an arrogant way of behaving] 

3 : the quality or state of being larger, stronger, etc., than 
others ■ the country’s technological/economic superiority 9 
To win this war, we must achieve air superiority. [=we must 
have a larger/better air force than our enemies] 

1 su*per»la*tive /su'pa-iativ/ adj 

1 grammar : of or relating to the form of an adjective or ad¬ 
verb that is used to indicate the greatest degree of a particu¬ 
lar quality ■ The superlative form of “nice” is “nicest”; the su¬ 
perlative form of “bad” is “worst”; the superlative form of 
“interesting” is “most interesting.” — compare compara¬ 
tive 

2 somewhat formal : of very high quality ■ superlative [=ex- 
cellent ] work ■ a superlative performance 

— su*per*la*tive*ly adv ■ He’s superlatively qualified. ■ They 
performed superlatively (well). 

Superlative noun, pi -tives [count] grammar : the form of 
an adjective or adverb that is used to indicate the greatest de¬ 
gree of a particular quality : the superlative form of an ad¬ 
jective or adverb ■ “Simplest” is the superlative of “simple.” 

— compare comparative 

SU-per-man /'suipa^maen/ noun, pi -men /-,mcn/ [count] 
: a man who is very strong, successful, etc. — compare su¬ 
perwoman 

SU*per*mar*ket /'suipa^maa^kat/ noun, pi -kets [count] : a 
store where customers can buy a variety of foods and usually 
household items ■ I made a quick trip to the supermarket, 
[-{chiefly US') grocery store] 9 a supermarket chain ■ supermar¬ 
ket coupons — compare superstore 
SU-per-mod-el / , su:pa‘ l ma:d]/ noun, pi -els [count]: a very 
famous and successful fashion model 
SU-per*mom / l su:pa i ,ma;m/ noun, pi -moms [count] US, 
informal : a woman who raises a child and takes care of a 
home while also having a full-time job 
SU*per*nat*U*ral /^uipa^naetfaral/ adj : unable to be ex¬ 
plained by science or the laws of nature : of, relating to, or 
seeming to come from magic, a god, etc. ■ supernatural pow¬ 
ers/phenomena/beings 

the supernatural: things that cannot be explained by sci¬ 
ence and seem to involve ghosts, spirits, magic, etc. ■ their 
belief in the supernatural 

SU*per-no-va /^uip^'nouva/ noun, pi -vas or -vae 
/-'nouvi/ [count] astronomy : the explosion of a star that 
causes the star to become extremely bright 
SU*per*p0W*er /'suipa^pawa-/ noun,pi -ers [count]: an ex¬ 
tremely powerful nation ■ economic/military superpowers 
su-per*script /'suipa^skript/ noun, pi -scripts [count] : a 
symbol (such as a number or letter) written above and im¬ 
mediately to the left or right of another character 

— superscript adj * superscript characters/letters 
SU*per*sede /.suip^'siid/ verb -sedes; -sed-ed; -sed-ing 

[+ obj] : to take the place of (someone or something that is 
old, no longer useful, etc.) : to replace (someone or some¬ 
thing) ■ This edition supersedes the previous one. ■ Former 
stars were being superseded by younger actors. 
SU-per-size /'suipa^.saiz/ verb -siz*es; -sized; -siz-ing [+ 
obj] : to make (something, such as a serving of food in a fast 
food restaurant) very large ■ “I’ll have the combo meal." 
“Would you like to supersize it?” 


— supersize or supersized adj, always used before a noun 
• a supersize meal/drink ■ supersized houses/cars 

SU»per«SOn«ic /(Suipa^saimk/ adj : faster than the speed of 
sound ■ a supersonic airplane 

— su-per-son*i*caMy /isuipa^saimkli/ adv 
SU*per*Star /'smpa^staa 1 / noun, pi -stars [count] : an ex¬ 
tremely famous and successful performer, athlete, etc. ■ a 
Hollywood superstar 9 a football superstar 

SU-pensti*tion Asuipa^stijan/ noun, pi -tions : a belief or 
way of behaving that is based on fear of the unknown and 
faith in magic or luck : a belief that certain events or things 
will bring good or bad luck [count] It is a common supersti¬ 
tion that a black cat crossing your path is bad luck, [non¬ 
count] tales of superstition , witchcraft, and magic 
SU*per*Sti*tioUS /(Suipa^stijas/ adj [more —; most ~] : of, 
relating to, or influenced by superstition ■ superstitious prac¬ 
tices/beliefs ■ He’s very superstitious and won’t pitch without 
his lucky mitt. 

— su-per-sti-tious-ly adv 

SU*per*Store / l su\p?t^sXozr/noun,pl -stores [count] : a very 
large store that sells a wide variety of goods ■ an electronics 
superstore [=megastore] — compare supermarket 
su*per*struc*ture /■suipa^strAktfW noun, pi -tures 
[count] : the part of a structure (such as a ship or bridge) that 
is above the lowest part — compare substructure 
SU*per*tank*er /'suipa^tsepka 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a 
very large ship that has tanks for carrying large amounts of 
liquid ■ an oil supertanker 

SU*per*vene /,su:p»*vi;n/ verb -venes; -vened; -vending 

[no obj] formal : to happen unexpectedly in a way that inter¬ 
rupts, stops, or greatly changes an existing situation • a super¬ 
vening event ■ I’hey had a quiet, happy life until the war su¬ 
pervened. 

su*per»vise /'suipa^vaiz/ verb -vis>es; -vised; -vis-ing [+ 

obj] : to be in charge of (someone or something) : to watch 
and direct (someone or something) • The builder supervised 
the construction of the house. ■ She supervises a staff of 30 
workers. • a supervised study period 
su-per-vi-sion noun [noncount] : the action 

or process of watching and directing what someone does or 
how something is done : the action or process of supervising 
someone or something ■ Young children need constant super¬ 
vision. 9 Parental supervision is recommended. ■ She’s respon¬ 
sible for the supervision of a large staff. ■ The medication 
should be taken under a doctor’s supervision. = The medica¬ 
tion should be taken under the supervision of a doctor. 
SU*per-vi-SOr /'suipa^vaiza-/ noun, pi -sors [count] : a per¬ 
son who supervises someone or something ■ The supervisor 
fired him after he showed up at work drunk. ■ If you have a 
problem, go to your supervisor. 9 an office/plant supervisor 

— su-per»vi-so«ry /jsu.'pa^vaizari/ adj ■ He took on a super¬ 
visory role in the company. ■ supervisory personnel ■ candi¬ 
dates with supervisory experience 

SU*per*WOm*an /'suipaswuman/ noun, pi -wom-en 
/-,wiman/ [count] : a woman who is very strong, successful, 
etc.; especially : a woman who has both a successful career 
and a family — compare superman 
SU-pine /'su^pain/ adj, formal 

1 : lying on your back with your face upward ■ a supine posi¬ 
tion ■ He was lying supine on the couch. — compare prone 

2 disapproving : willing to be controlled by others : weak or 
passive ■ a supine attitude ■ a supine legislature that is afraid 
to take action 

SUp»per /'sApa 1 / noun, pi -pers 

1 : the evening meal — used especially to refer to an infor¬ 
mal meal that you eat at home [count] I always enjoyed our 
Sunday night suppers, [noncount] It’s almost time for supper. 
9 We had supper together. ■ We took a walk after supper. 9 I 
had too much wine at supper. 9 He didn’t come home for sup¬ 
per. 

2 [count] chiefly US : a social event especially for raising 
money that takes place in the evening and includes a meal ■ a 
church supper 

3 [count, noncount] chiefly Brit : a light meal or snack that is 
eaten late in the evening 

sup-per-time /'sApa^taim/ noun, pi -times : the usual time 
for supper [noncount] The doorbell rang right at suppertime, 
[count] When is your suppertimel 
sup*plant /sa'plasnt/ verb -plants; -plant*ed; -planting 
[+ obj] : to take the place of (someone or something that is 
old or no longer used or accepted) ■ DVDs have supplanted 
videos. — often used as (be) supplanted • Videos have been 
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supplanted by DVDs. ■ Older workers are being supplanted by 
recent college graduates. 

sup-pie /'sApal/ adj sup*pler /'sApala-/; -plest /-pabst/ 
[also more most ~] 

A of a body or body part : able to bend or twist easily • a sup¬ 
ple body ■ her long, supple limbs • Stretching helped to keep 
him supple. I -limber] 

2 : soft and able to bend or fold easily ■ supple leather/skin 

— opposite STIFF 

— sup*ple-ness /'sApalnas/ noun [ noncount] 
1 SUp«ple*ment /'sAplamant/ noun, pi -merits [count] 

1 : something that is added to something else in order to 
make it complete ■ dietary/vitamin supplements 

2 : an extra part that is added to a book or newspaper ■ an 
advertising/literary supplement ■ the supplement to the ency¬ 
clopedia 

3 Brit: an amount of money that must be paid in addition to 
the regular price ■ First-class accommodation is available for 
a supplement. 

2 sup.ple-ment /'sApla.ment/ verb -merits; -ment.ed; 
-ment-ing [+ obj] : to add something to (something) in or¬ 
der to make it complete ■ He sells his paintings to supplement 
his income. = He supplements his income by selling his paint¬ 
ings. • She began supplementing her diet with vitamins. 

— sup*ple-men*ta-tion /.sAp^mcn'teiJan/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

sup*ple-men-tal AsApla'mentl/ adj, chiefly US : added to 
something else to make it complete ■ She receives a supple¬ 
mental income every month from the government. ■ supple¬ 
mental information 

sup-ple-men-ta-ry /.SApla'mcntari/ adj : supplemental 
■ a list of supplementary material/readings for the class 
sup*pli-ant /'sAplijant/ noun, pi -ants [count] formal : sup¬ 
plicant 

— suppliant adj [more most ~] ■ a. suppliant tone 
sup-pli-cant /"sAplikant/ noun, pi -cants [count] formal : a 

person who asks for something in a respectful way from a 
powerful person or God ■ a humble supplicant 
sup-pli-ca-tion AsApls'keiJan/ noun, pi -tions formal : an 
act of asking for something in a respectful way [count] their 
prayers and supplications to God [noncount] They knelt in 
supplication before the king. 

sup-pli-er /sa'plaja 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a person or 
company that supplies goods or services ■ food/drug/paper 
suppliers • They are the biggest supplier of books in the area. 
1 SUP*ply /sa'plai/ noun, pi -plies 

1 : the amount of something that is available to be used 
[count] the nation’s food/oil supply ■ adequate/sufficient sup¬ 
plies of fresh water ■ He bought a month’s supply of ciga¬ 
rettes. [noncount] Doctors are in short supply. [=there are 
not enough doctors] — see also money supply 

2 supplies [plural] : things (such as food, equipment, fuel, 
etc.) that are needed for a particular purpose and that will be 
used by a particular person or group ■ They took a month’s 
worth of supplies on the camping trip. ■ The town is in need 
of basic medical supplies. ■ a store that sells art/office/clean- 
ing supplies 

3 [noncount] : the process or system by which something is 
provided to a person, place, etc. ■ The state is trying to dis¬ 
rupt the supply of illegal drugs. ■ The storm interrupted the 
town’s electricity supply. 

4 [noncount] : the quantities of goods or services that are of¬ 
fered for sale at a particular time or at one price ■ When de¬ 
mand increases, will supply increase, too? — see also supply 

AND DEMAND 

2 supplv verb -plies; -plied; -ply-ing [+ obj] : to make 
(something) available to be used : to provide someone or 
something with (something that is needed or wanted) ■ The 
company supplied the necessary money. ■ You’ll have to sup¬ 
ply your own food. — often + to • He supplied the informa¬ 
tion to us. — often + with ■ The company supplied us with the 
necessary money. ■ He kept us supplied with the latest news. 
Supply and demand noun [noncount] : the amount of 
goods and services that are available for people to buy com¬ 
pared to the amount of goods and services that people want 
to buy ■ If the company produces less of a product than the 
public wants, the law of supply and demand says that the 
company can charge more for the product, 
supply line noun, pi ~ lines [count]: the route that is used 
to deliver food, equipment, etc., to soldiers during a war ■ en¬ 
emy supply lines 

Supply—Side economics noun [noncount] economics : a 


theory that reducing taxes especially for rich people will lead 
to an improved economy 

supply teacher noun, pi ~ -ers [count] Brit : substitute 
TEACHER 

1 SUP»POrt /sa'poa*/ verb -ports; -port-ed; -porting [+ obj] 

1 a : to agree with or approve of (someone or something) ■ I 
completely support your decision to stay. • She no longer sup¬ 
ports the war. ■ The senator says that he supports the pro¬ 
posed legislation. ■ Which presidential candidate do you sup¬ 
port ? ■ The study is supported by the American Medical 
Association, b : to show that you approve of (someone or 
something) by doing something ■ The country’s citizens were 
asked to support the war effort. ■ Her friends supported her 
by signing her petition. 

2 a : to give help or assistance to (someone or something) ■ 
The charity supports needy families. ■ Bombers were called in 
to support the ground troops, b : to provide what is needed 
by (someone or something) ■ The planet’s atmosphere can¬ 
not support human life. • This computer does not support 
that software. [=you cannot use that software on this com¬ 
puter] c : to provide the money that is needed by or for 
(someone or something) ■ He works two jobs to support his 
family. ■ She has two children to support. • We support the 
charity by making annual donations. ■ The foundation sup¬ 
ports cancer research. ■ The theater is supported by dona¬ 
tions. ■ She sold illegal drugs to support her own drug habit. 

3 : to hold (something or someone) up : to stop (something 
or someone) from falling down • Thick cables help support 
the bridge. ■ The roof is supported by thick wooden pillars 
throughout the house. ■ She supported herself on my arm as 
we walked together. ■ He supports himself with a cane. 

4 : to provide evidence for (something) : to help show that 
(something) is true • His alibi is supported by his neighbors. ■ 
The results of the study support her theory. ■ Their claims are 
not supported by the evidence. 

5 chiefly Brit : to be a fan of (a sports team) ■ She supports 
both teams. 

2 SUPPOrt noun, pi -ports 

1 [noncount] : the act of showing that you believe that some¬ 
one or something is good or acceptable : approval of some¬ 
one or something ■ The proposal has had little public sup¬ 
port. [=few people have supported the proposal] ■ The team 
gets a lot of support from its fans. ■ The candidate is gaining 
support among young voters. [=many more young voters say 
they will vote for the candidate] — often + for ■ There isn’t 
much support for the proposal. ■ You can show your support 
for our cause by wearing one of these red ribbons. 

2 [noncount] a : the act of helping someone by giving love, 
encouragement, etc. ■ I’d like to thank my parents for all of 
their love and support over the years. • He depended on his 
wife for emotional support. ■ We all came along to give her 
moral support. [=to give her encouragement] b : help that 
is given in the form of money or other valuable things ■ He 
applied for financial support from the state. ■ They had no 
means of support [=source of income] after they lost their 
farm. — see also child support c : the act of helping 
someone by giving information or services ■ She was having 
trouble connecting to the Internet, so she called technical/ 
tech support [=a department or person that helps people 
with computer problems] for assistance. ■ the company's 
friendly support staff 

3 a [count] : something that holds a person or thing up and 
stops that person or thing from falling down ■ Inspectors 
found that some of the bridge’s supports were weak. ■ She 
used my arm as a support and limped to the chair, b [non¬ 
count] : the act of holding something up ■ These sneakers are 
designed to give your feet extra support. — often used after 
for ■ He grabbed the railing for support. 

4 [noncount] : evidence which shows that something is true • 
The results of the study give further support to the hypothe¬ 
sis. ■ The police continue to gather support for their case. 

in support of 1 : in a way that shows approval of (some¬ 
thing) : in favor of (something) * A majority voted in sup¬ 
port of the bill. 2 : in order to support (something) ■ He 
presented evidence in support o/his hypothesis. [=evidence 
that helps to prove his hypothesis] ■ The band is touring in 
support of their latest album. [=to help promote their latest 
album] 

- see also life support 

sup-port-er /sa'poato/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who supports an idea, a politician, a cause, etc. ■ 
the proposal’s supporters » the President’s supporters ■ a sup¬ 
porter of the Independent party 
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2 : a fan of a sports team ■ the team's loyal supporters 

- see also athletic supporter 

support group noun, pi ~ groups [count] : a group of 
people who have similar experiences and concerns and who 
meet in order to provide emotional help, advice, and encour¬ 
agement for one another ■ He joined an alcoholics' support 
group. 

Supporting adj, always used before a noun 

1 : having a less important part than the main actor or ac¬ 
tress ■ She won the award for best supporting actress. ■ He has 
a supporting role in the movie. 

2 : holding something up : keeping something from falling 
down ■ the house’s supporting beams/walls 

3 : showing that something is true ■ There is no supporting 
evidence for her claim. [=there is no evidence that supports 
her claim] 

- see also self-supporting 

sup-port-ive /sa'poa^tiv/ adj [more most ~] : giving help 
or encouragement to someone ■ She has very supportive par¬ 
ents. ■ Try to be more supportive of your teammates. 

support system noun, pi ~ -terns [count] : a group of 
people who give someone help, money, encouragement, etc. 
■ students who have good support systems at home 

SUP-POSe /sa'pouz/ verb -pos-es; -posed; -posting [+ 
obj] 

1 : to think of (something) as happening or being true in or¬ 
der to imagine what might happen ■ Suppose a fire broke out. 
How would we escape? ■ Just suppose for a moment that you 
agreed with me. ■ Supposing he refuses to help, what do we 
do then? 

2 a : to believe (something) to be true ■ The renovations will 
cost much more than we originally supposed. ■ Who do you 
suppose [=think\ will win? b : to believe (something) to be 
possible — usually used following the pronoun I ■ I suppose 
[-{chiefly US) I guess] you’re right. ■ I suppose that could hap¬ 
pen, but it’s not likely. ■ You could say, I suppose, that he was 
not ready for marriage. ■ “Do you suppose it’s true?” “Yes, I 
suppose it is." In responding to a question, the phrase / 
suppose (so) is used as a way of agreeing or saying “yes” 
when you are not certain or not very excited or interested. ■ 
“The pink one is prettier, isn’t it?” “/ suppose." • “Do you 
want to come along?” "I suppose so." ^ The phrase / sup¬ 
pose not is used as an informal way of agreeing with a nega¬ 
tive statement or of saying “no.” ■ “That wasn’t a very smart 
thing to do, was it?” "I suppose not." 

3 — used to ask a question in a polite way ■ Do you suppose 
you could help me make dinner? = / don't suppose you 
could help me make dinner? [=could you help me make din¬ 
ner?] • I don't suppose you found the keys, did you? [=did 
you find the keys?] 

be supposed 1 a : to be expected to do something • They 
are supposed to arrive tomorrow. ■ She was supposed to be 
here an hour ago. ■ The movie was supposed to earn a lot of 
money at the box office, but it didn’t, b : to be intended 
or expected to be (something) • The party was supposed to 
be a surprise. C — used to show that you are angry or of¬ 
fended by something; followed by to + verb ■ Was that sup¬ 
posed to be funny? I thought it was quite rude. ■ “Well, 
you’ve done it again." “ What’s that supposed to mean?" 
[=what do you mean by that comment?] 2 a — used to 
say what someone should do; followed by to + verb ■ You 
are supposed to listen to your parents. ■ I’m supposed to 
clean my room before I go outside. ■ What are we supposed 
to do [=what should/can we do] in a situation like this? • 
Do what you’re supposed to. b — used to say what some¬ 
one is allowed to do; followed by to + verb ■ We were not 
supposed to leave the room. ■ Are you supposed to be here 
after the building has closed? 3 — used to indicate what 
people say about someone or something; followed by to + 
verb ■ She is supposed to be the best doctor in town. [=peo- 
ple say that she’s the best doctor in town] ■ That breed of 
dog is supposed to be good with kids. • The word is sup¬ 
posed to be derived from Latin. 

Sup-posed /sa'pouzad/ adj, always used before a noun 
: claimed to be true or real — used to say that a particular 
description is probably not true or real even though many 
people believe that it is ■ a supposed cure for cancer ■ sup¬ 
posed experts 

SUp-pOS-ed-ly /sa'pouzadli / adv : according to what some¬ 
one has said or what is generally believed to be true or real ■ 
These detergents are supposedly better for the environment. ■ 
He has supposedly changed since then, but I’m doubtful that 
he really has. • Supposedly , she left a message on my answer¬ 


ing machine. I never actually got it. 

SUp-pO-Si-tion /(SApa'zi/an/ noun, pi -tions : an idea or 
theory that you believe is true even though you do not have 
proof [count] an idle supposition [ -assumption] ■ a supposi¬ 
tion that proved correct ■ Her decision was made on the sup¬ 
position that we would all agree. [=when she made her deci¬ 
sion she supposed/assumed that we would all agree] 
[noncount] This is just idle supposition. 

SUp-pOS-i-tO-ry /s3'pa:z3,tori, Brit sa'pozatri/ noun, pi 
-ries [count] medical : a small piece of solid medicine that is 
placed in the rectum or vagina and left there to dissolve 
sup-press /sa'pres/ verb -press-es; -pressed; -press¬ 
ing [+ obj] 

1 : to end or stop (something) by force ■ Political dissent was 
brutally suppressed. ■ suppressing a rebellion 

2 : to keep (something) secret: to not allow people to know 
about or see (something) ■ The governor tried to suppress the 
news. • The judge may decide to suppress the evidence. [=to 
not allow the evidence to be used at a trial] ■ She ordered the 
magazine (to be) suppressed. 

3 a : to not allow yourself to feel, show, or be affected by 
(an emotion) ■ He struggled to suppress his feelings of jealou¬ 
sy. ■ She could not suppress her anger. ■ I had to suppress an 
urge to tell him what I really thought, b : to stop yourself 
from doing something (such as smiling, coughing, or laugh¬ 
ing) that might bother other people • I found it hard to sup¬ 
press a smile [=to keep myself from smiling] when he told me 
about what happened. ■ She tried to suppress a cough/laugh. 
[=she tried not to cough/laugh] 

4 : to slow or stop the growth, development, or normal func¬ 
tioning of (something) ■ a drug that suppresses the immune 
system ■ The pill works by suppressing your appetite. 

— sup-pres-sion /sa'pre/an/ noun [noncount] ■ political 
suppression ■ the suppression of evidence • the suppression 
of your emotions ■ appetite suppression 

sup-pres-sant /sa'presnt / noun, pi -sants [count] : a drug 
that prevents or controls something ■ cough suppressants ■ an 
appetite suppressant 

SU-pra-na-tion-al /,suipra'nze/an]/ adj, formal : involving 
more than one country ■ a supranational treaty 
SU-prem-a-ciSt /sa'premasist/ noun, pi -cists [count] : a 
person who believes that one group of people is better than 
all other groups and should have control over them ■ racial/ 
religious/cultural supremacists ■ a supremacist group/organi¬ 
zation — see also white supremacist 
SU-prem-a-Cy /sa'premasi/ noun [noncount] : the quality 
or state of having more power, authority, or status than any¬ 
one else : the state of being supreme ■ military/economic su¬ 
premacy • a battle/struggle for supremacy 
SU-preme /sa'priim/ acjj 

1 : highest in rank or authority ■ NATO’s supreme com¬ 
mander ■ She reigns supreme [=is the best] in the world of 
tennis. 

2 : highest in degree or quality : greatest or highest possible ■ 
The board has supreme authority over such issues. ■ She has 
an air of supreme confidence about her. ■ the supreme exam¬ 
ple of what not to do ■ a problem of supreme importance • 
It’s a matter of supreme indifference to her. ■ He made the 
supreme sacrifice [=he died] for his country. 

— su-preme-ly adv ■ supremely [-extremely] confident/in- 
different/imaginative • supremely boring/unimportant 

Supreme Being noun 
the Supreme Being literary : god 1 
supreme court or Supreme Court noun [singular] : the 
highest court of law in a country or U.S. state ■ Supreme 
Court justices/decisions ■ The case went all the way to the 
(U.S.) Supreme Court. 

SU-pre-ITIO /sa'prkmoo/ noun, pi -mos [count] Brit, infor¬ 
mal : a person who has the most authority or power in a par¬ 
ticular activity • drug supremos • a banking supremo 
Supt. (US) or chiefly Brit Supt abbr superintendent 
sur-charge /'sa^tfcwfe/ noun, pi -charg-es [count] : an 
amount of money that must be paid in addition to the regu¬ 
lar price • The airline has added a $20 fuel surcharge on all 
international flights. 

1 sure /'/as Brit '/d:/ adj sur-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 not used before a noun : not having any doubt about some¬ 
thing : convinced or certain ■ I am sure (that) everything will 
be fine. ■ We are quite/completely sure (that) we will be fin¬ 
ished on time. • She’s not sure who will be there. ■ Are you 
sure you want to go? ■ Are you sure about that? ■ She’ll be 
there. I’m sure of it. ■ Are you sure of the results? 
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2 : not allowing any doubt or possibility of failure ■ The re¬ 
turn of the robins is a sure sign of spring. ■ The letter is a sure 
indication that she cares. ■ Pizza is a sure crowd pleaser. ■ 
The surest way to lose weight is with diet and exercise. ■ One 
sure way to improve your health is to stop smoking. • He’s a 
sure bet to receive the award. [=he’s sure/certain to receive 
the award] ■ It’s a sure thing that they’ll win. [=it is certain 
that they’ll win] ■ Flowers and chocolates are always sure 
things [=people always like to be given flowers and choco¬ 
lates], but consider giving your wife something different this 
year. — see also sure thing (below) 

3 — used to say that something will definitely happen or 
that someone will definitely do something; usually followed 
by to + verb ■ It’s sure to be a. great party. ■ I’ll be sure to call 
when I get home. • They are sure to win. ■ Her latest movie is 
sure to mate you laugh. ■ Whatever you say, he’s sure to dis¬ 
agree with you. 

4 : known to be true or correct ■ What is sure [=definite, in¬ 
disputable] is that they have a problem, and we have the 
means to fix it. - Nothing else is sure. • One thing is (for) sure , 
we’ll never eat there again. [=we certainly will never eat 
there again] 

5 a : firm or solid ■ a sure hold/grip ■ a hiking boot that pro¬ 
vides sure footing [=that helps to keep your foot from slip¬ 
ping] — often used figuratively ■ He lacks a sure grasp of the 
issue. [=he does not understand the issue well] ■ She has a 
sure command of the French language, b : calm, steady, 
and confident ■ the sure hands of a surgeon 

be sure — used to tell someone not to forget to do some¬ 
thing ■ Be sure to lock the door when you leave. 
for sure : without a doubt : definitely or certainly "No one 
knows for sure [-for certain] what happened. ■ That was a 
mistake for sure. = That for sure was a mistake. ■ (US, infor¬ 
mal ) “Do you want to come to the party?” “ For sure.” [=1 
certainly do] ■ “We don’t want that to happen again.” 
“ That’s for sure!” [=that is certainly true] 
make sure : to find out or do something so that you have no 
doubt about whether something is true, correct, will hap¬ 
pen, etc. ■ Make sure (that) you turn the oven off. ■ Re¬ 
member to make sure (that) all the doors are locked. • 
They made sure everyone knew where they were supposed 
to be. ■ Make sure it doesn’t happen again. 
sure of yourself 1 : confident in your abilities ■ He was 
never very sure of himself as a comedian. 2 somewhat dis¬ 
approving : overly confident or arrogant ■ They seem aw¬ 
fully sure of themselves. 

sure thing informal — used to say “yes” or to agree to a re¬ 
quest or suggestion ■ “Can you be here in five minutes?” 
"Sure thing.” — see also ’sure 2 (above) 
to be sure formal — used to say that you admit that some¬ 
thing is true ■ It will be challenging, to be sure , but I am 
confident that we will succeed. 

2 Sure adv, informal 

1 a — used to say “yes” or to agree to a request or sugges¬ 
tion ■ “Can you help me with this?” "Sure.” [= certainly] b — 
used to disagree with a negative statement or suggestion ■ "I 
don’t think he’s coming.” “ Sure he is. He’s just a little late.” ■ 
“Don’t you like popcorn?” "Sure I like popcorn. I just don’t 
want any right now.” 

2 — used to emphasize that you agree with the first part of 
the statement that you are about to make ■ Sure, she’s very 
talented, but other factors could limit her success. 

3 US — used as an informal way to accept someone’s thanks 
■ “Thank you for your help.” "Sure.” [=youYe welcome] 

4 US — used for emphasis ■ I sure am tired. ■ This sure beats 
working. ■ “Do you want to come?” “I sure do!” ■ ( impolite ) I 
sure as hell hope you know what you’re doing! 

sure enough — used to say that what happened was not 
surprising or unexpected ■ We were finally ready to go out¬ 
side, and sure enough , it started to rain, 
sure-fire /'JVfajas Brit 'Joi'faja/ adj, always used before a 
noun, informal : certain not to fail : sure to be successful ■ 
surefire solutions ■ The movie is a surefire hit/success with 
teenagers. ■ There is no surefire way to predict the outcome, 
sure-foot-ed /'JVfutad, Brit 'Jo:'fifed/ adj [more most 
~]: not likely to slip or fall when walking, climbing, or run¬ 
ning ■ a surefooted athlete ■ as surefooted as a mountain goat 

— often used figuratively ■ a surefooted leader [=a confident 
leader who is not likely to make mistakes] ■ surefooted lead¬ 
ership 

— sure-foot-ed-ly adv ■ He surefootedly made his way 
through the difficult terrain. — sure-foot-ed-ness noun 
[noncount] 


Sure—hand-ed /'jVhsendad, Brit 'jbi'hsendad/ adj [more 
most ~] US : not likely to drop something (such as a ball) 
that you are holding or catching ■ a sure-handed ball player 

— often used figuratively ■ a confident and sure-handed di¬ 
rector [=a director who is not likely to make mistakes] ■ sure¬ 
handed leadership 

— sure-hand-ed-ly adv - sure-hand-ed-ness noun 
[noncount] 

sure-ly /'J>li, Brit 'Jb:li/ adv 

1 : in a confident way ■ She answered quickly and surely. 

2 formal a : without a doubt : certainly ■ He will surely 
be missed. ■ This is surely the best dessert you have ever 
made. ■ Surely you must admit that it was a good decision, 
b — used in negative statements to show surprise that some¬ 
thing could be true ■ “Are they going to get away with it?” 
"Surely not.” ■ Surely you don’t think that we are responsible 
for this! ■ Surely you haven’t forgotten my name! 

slowly but surely see slowly 
SUre*neSS /'Jafes, Brit 'Joinas/ noun : a feeling that you 
know what you want to do and that you are able to do it 
[singular] He spoke with a newfound sureness [= confidence] 
in his voice, [noncount] She performs with the sureness of a 
veteran actress. ■ the artist’s sureness of touch/technique/ 
hand 

SUre*ty /'Jarati, Brit 'Jairati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [count] law : money that you give as a guarantee that you 
will do what you are legally required to do (such as to appear 
in court) ■ a surety of $10,000 = a $10,000 surety bond 

2 law : someone who agrees to be legally responsible if an¬ 
other person fails to pay a debt or to perform a duty [count] 
As sureties , they will be liable in his place, [noncount] She 
will stand surety for him. [=she agrees to be legally responsi¬ 
ble if he fails to do what he promised] 

3 [noncount] formal: the state of being or feeling sure or cer¬ 
tain ■ She answered with surety. [= certainty] 

1 surf /'sa-f/ verb surfs; surfed; surf-ing 

1 [no obj] : to ride on ocean waves using a special board 
(called a surfboard) ■ He learned to surf when he was living 
in California. — see also windsurf 

2 : to look for information or other interesting things on the 
Internet [+ obj ] surfing the Intemet/Web [no obj] surfing on 
the Intemet/Web — see also channel surfing, surfing 

— surf-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

2 SUrf noun [noncount] : large waves that fall on the shore and 
the white foam and sound that they produce ■ We could hear 
the roar of the surf. — see color picture on page C7 
1 sur-face /'safes/ noun, pi -fac-es 

1 [count] : an outside part or layer of something ■ The paint¬ 
ing’s surface is covered with fine cracks. ■ The bowl has a 
shiny surface. ■ The surface of wood was rough. ■ Be careful 
of icy surfaces on the roads. ■ a textured surface 

2 [count]: the upper layer of an area of land or water — usu¬ 
ally singular ■ Hot lava bubbled up to the Earth’s surface. ■ 
exploring the surface of Mars ■ The pipes are buried deep be¬ 
low the surface. ■ The pond’s surface was covered with leaves. 
■ bubbles rose/floated to the surface (of the water) 

3 [count] : the flat, top part of something (such as a table or 
desk) that you can work on ■ kitchen work surfaces 

4 the surface : the part of someone or something that is 
easy to see or notice : the outer quality or appearance of 
someone or something that may not show true or hidden 
problems, feelings, etc. ■ On the surface the plan seems sim¬ 
ple. ■ She seemed fine on the surface , but underneath, she was 
suffering. ■ Their relationship has a lot of problems simmer¬ 
ing below/beneath/under the surface. ■ His true feelings He 
close to the surface. [=they are easy to see] ■ The tension be¬ 
tween them is beginning to rise to the surface. [=it is becom¬ 
ing easy to see] 

5 [count] : a flat or curved side of an object ■ Each surface of 
the die is marked with one to six black dots. 

scratch the surface see ' scratch 
2 surface verb -faces; -faced; -fac-ing 

1 [no obj] : to rise to the surface of water ■ The whale sur¬ 
faced and then dove back down. ■ The submarine surfaced. 

2 [no obj] : to appear or become obvious after being hidden 
or not seen ■ The information surfaced many years later. ■ 
After several years, the actress surfaced in a comedy. ■ Suspi¬ 
cions eventually surfaced. 

3 [+ obj] : to put a surface on (something, such as a road) ■ 
The road needs to be surfaced again. 

4 [no obj] chiefly Brit, informal : to wake up and get out of 
bed ■ She hasn’t surfaced yet. 
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3 surface adj. always used before a noun 

1 : involving only the parts that are easy to see or notice 
: superficial ■ surface friendships ■ Despite the surface dif¬ 
ferences between the two candidates, they are very similar in 
most ways. 

2 : involving the removal of the surface of a large area of 
land to get at coal or other material that is near to the sur¬ 
face ■ surface mining ■ a surface mine 

Surface area noun [singular] : the amount of area covered 
by the surface of something ■ The lake has roughly the same 
surface area as 10 football fields. 

Surface mail noun [noncount ] : mail that is carried on land 
rather than by air or by sea 

Surface tension noun [noncount] technical: the force that 
causes the molecules on the surface of a liquid to be pushed 
together and form a layer 

surface-to-air missile noun, pi ~ -siles [count] : a mis¬ 
sile that is fired from the ground or a ship and directed at an 
airplane 

surface-to-surface missile noun, pi ~ -siles [count] 
: a missile that is fired from the ground or a ship and direct¬ 
ed at a target on the ground 

Surf and turf noun [noncount] chiefly US : seafood and 
steak served together as a meal at a restaurant ■ We both or¬ 
dered the surf and turf. 
surf* board /'s^f.boad/ 

noun, pi -boards [count] 

: a long, light, narrow 
board that is used for surf- 
ing 

sur-feit /'satfat/ noun [sw- 
gular] formal : an amount 
that is too much or more 
than you need — + of • a 
surfeit of choices 
surf-ing /'satfnj/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

1 : the activity or sport of 
riding ocean waves on a 
special board (called a surf¬ 
board) * Her hobbies in¬ 
clude diving and surfing. ■ 

We went surfing yesterday. 

2 : the activity of looking for information or interesting 
things on the Internet ■ Web surfing — see also channel 
surfing 

1 surge /'sa-cfe/ verb surg.es; surged; surging [no obj] 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to move very 
quickly and suddenly in a particular direction ■ We all surged 
toward the door. • She surged past the other runners. ■ 
Thoughts of what could happen were surging through his 
mind. ■ She has been surging in the polls. [=she is quickly be¬ 
coming more popular as a candidate] 

2 : to suddenly increase to an unusually high level ■ Housing 
prices have surged in recent months. ■ Interest in the sport 
has been surging. 

— surging adj ■ surging oil costs ■ surging demand/growth ■ 
the country’s surging population ■ a surging interest in the 
sport 

2 surge noun, pi surges [count] 

1 : a sudden, large increase ■ The sport is enjoying a surge in 
popularity. ■ a surge of support for the candidate ■ a surge of 
excitement — see also upsurge 

2 : a sudden movement of many people ■ There was a sud¬ 
den surge toward the door. ■ There has been a surge of immi¬ 
grants into the city. 

3 : a large wave of water ■ an ocean surge 

4 : a sudden increase in the amount of electricity that is 
flowing through an electrical circuit ■ an electrical/power 
surge 

sur-geon /'sacfean/ noun, pi -geons [count] : a doctor who 
performs operations that involve cutting into someone’s 
body in order to repair or remove damaged or diseased parts 
: a doctor who performs surgery ■ a brain/heart surgeon 

— see also plastic surgeon 

surgeon general noun, pi surgeons general or sur¬ 
geon generals [count] : the chief medical officer of a 
branch of the military or of a public health service ■ a health 
warning from the (U.S.) Surgeon General 
Surge protector noun, pi ~ -tors [count] : a device that 
prevents an electrical surge from damaging electronic equip¬ 
ment 


sur»gery /‘sacfeari/ noun, pi -ger-ies 

1 : medical treatment in which a doctor cuts into someone’s 
body in order to repair or remove damaged or diseased parts 
[noncount] He’s a specialist in brain surgery. ■ The doctor has 
recommended surgery. ■ He has recently undergone surgery 
on his shoulder. ■ The patient is still in surgery. [=still being 
operated on] ■ The doctor has been in surgery [=performing 
an operation] for two hours, [count] ( chiefly US) ■ She is now 
recovering from her surgery. [=operation] ■ a doctor who has 
performed many surgeries — see also plastic surgery 

2 [noncount] chiefly US : the area in a hospital where surgery 
is performed ■ The patient was taken directly to surgery. 

— compare operating room 

3 [count] Brit : a place where a doctor or dentist treats peo¬ 
ple ■ I was waiting in the doctor’s surgery. [=(US) office] 

4 [noncount] Brit: office hours 3 

5 [count] Brit: a special period of time when people can visit 
a member of the British Parliament to ask questions 

SUI"*gi*cal /'sacfeikal/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 a : of or relating to the process of performing a medical 
operation : of or relating to surgery ■ a simple surgical proce¬ 
dure/treatment b : used during surgery ■ surgical instru¬ 
ments/gloves/masks/tape C : resulting from a surgery ■ a 
surgical scar/fever 

2 : very careful and accurate ■ The work was done with sur¬ 
gical precision/exactness. ■ a surgical strike [=a carefully 
planned military attack that does not damage the surround¬ 
ing area] 

— sur*gi*cal*ly /'sacfeikli/ adv ■ The tumor will have to be 
surgically removed. 

Surgical spirit noun [noncount] Brit : rubbing alcohol 
sur*ly /'sa^i/ adj sur-li-er; -est : rude and unfriendly ■ surly 
customers 

— sur-li-ness /'saunas/ noun [noncount] 

sunmise /sa^'maiz/ verb -mis-es; -mised; -mis«ing [+ obj] 
formal : to form an opinion about something without defi¬ 
nitely knowing the truth : guess ■ We can only surmise what 
happened. ■ He must have surmised that I was not interested. 

— surmise noun, pi -mises [count, noncount] ■ This is no 
more than a surmise. [=guess] 

sur-mount /sa^maunt/ verb -mounts; -mounted; 
-mounting [+ obj] formal 

1 : to deal with (a problem or a difficult situation) success¬ 
fully ■ Women often have to surmount [= overcome] social 
barriers to advance their careers. ■ surmounting obstacles 

2 : to be placed at the top of (something) — usually used as 
(be) surmounted ■ a chain-link fence that is surmounted 
[stopped] by barbed wire 

— sur-mount-able /sa^'mauntabal/ adj [more most —] ■ 
These setbacks are surmountable. 

sunname /'sa^neim/ noun, pi -names [count] : the name 
that is shared by the people in a family In English, your 
surname comes after your first name and middle name. ■ She 
took her husband’s surname when they got married. 

— called also family name; compare last name 
surpass /s&'pass, Brit sa'pcns/ verb -pass-es; -passed; 

-passing [+ obj \: to be better or greater than (someone or 
something) ■ She soon surpassed [=< exceeded] her teacher in 
skill and proficiency. ■ Attendance is expected to surpass last 
year’s record. • Last quarter, sales surpassed two million. ■ 
His work regularly surpasses all expectations. 
sur*pass*ing /sa^'passii), Brit sa'paisii]/ adj, always used be¬ 
fore a noun, formal : very great : to a much greater degree 
than others ■ a woman of surpassing grace and beauty 

— sur*pass*ing*ly adv • surpassingly difficult 
SUf*plice /'sa^las/ noun, pi -plic*es [count]: a loose, white 

piece of clothing that is worn by priests or singers at church 
services 

surplus /'saplas/ noun, pi -plus-es : an amount (such as 
an amount of money) that is more than the amount that is 
needed [noncount] If there is any surplus , it will be divided 
equally, [count] crop surpluses ■ There is a surplus of work¬ 
ers and not enough jobs. ■ The state currently has a $3 mil¬ 
lion budget surplus. [=has $3 million more than it needs to 
pay for all of its planned expenses] — opposite deficit; see 
also TRADE SURPLUS 

2 surplus adj ‘ more than the amount that is needed ■ surplus 
food/cloth/equipment ■ The government bought the surplus 
grain to help growers. 

surplus to requirements Brit, formal : no longer needed ■ 
i His services had become surplus to requirements. 
surprise /s»*praiz/ noun, pi -pris*es 
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1 [count] a : an unexpected event, piece of information, 
etc. ■ What a pleasant surprise to see you! ■ It's no surprise 
that he doesn't want to go. ■ Is it any surprise that she should 
feel disappointed? ■ The news came as a (complete/total) sur¬ 
prise to everyone. [=everyone was surprised by the news] ■ It 
came as no surprise to me. [=1 was not surprised by it] ■ The 
teacher sprang a surprise on us and gave a pop quiz. • They 
are in for a (big/real) surprise [=they are going to be very sur¬ 
prised] when they come home, b : an unexpected gift, par¬ 
ty, etc. ■ I have a special surprise for the children. ■ The trip 
was a surprise for her birthday. ■ Is the party a surprised 

2 [noncount] : the feeling caused by something that is unex¬ 
pected or unusual ■ She expressed surprise at their decision. 
[=she said that she was surprised by their decision] ■ Imagine 
our surprise when they sold their house and moved to the 
Bahamas. ■ Much to our surprise, she refused. [=we were 
very surprised when she refused] • He stared at her in sur¬ 
prise. • The attackers were relying on the element of sur¬ 
prise. [=they were relying on their attack being unexpected] 

3 — used as an interjection ■ Surprise ! Happy Birthday! 
catch/take (someone or something) by surprise 1 : to 

happen to (someone or something) unexpectedly : to sur¬ 
prise (someone or something) ■ The question caught him 
by surprise. • The organization was taken completely by 
surprise by the announcement. 2 : to attack, capture, or 
approach (someone or something) without warning ■ The 
enemy troops took us completely by surprise. ■ Photogra¬ 
phers caught the couple by surprise as they were leaving a 
restaurant. 

surprise, surprise informal — used to say in a joking or 
ironic way that something is not surprising at all ■ “She's 
going to be late again.” “ Surprise, surprise .” 

2 surprise verb -prises; -prised; -pris.ing [+ obj] 

1 : to cause (someone) to feel surprised * The results will sur¬ 
prise you. ■ Nothing you could say would surprise me. • They 
surprised everyone by moving to the Bahamas. ■ He surprised 
her at work with a vase of flowers. [=he unexpectedly gave 
her a vase of flowers while she was at work] 

2 : to find, attack, or meet (someone or something) unex¬ 
pectedly ■ A police officer surprised the burglars. ■ The 
troops were surprised by an attack from the north. 

3 surprise adj, always used before a noun : not expected 
: causing a feeling of surprise ■ a surprise best seller/success ■ 
She made a surprise announcement/appearance at the con¬ 
cert. ■ I got a surprise call/visit from the governor. ■ We threw 
him a surprise party. [=we secretly planned a party for him 
and did not tell him about it until he arrived] 
surprised adj [more most ~] : having or showing the 
feeling that people get when something unexpected or un¬ 
usual happens : feeling or showing surprise ■ She had a sur¬ 
prised expression on her face. ■ Are you surprised that they 
aren’t going? ■ I'm not surprised. I always thought he would 
do it. — often followed by to + verb ■ I am surprised to hear 
about the changes. ■ They seemed very surprised to see us. — 
often + at or by ■ I wasn’t at all surprised by the news. ■ You 
would be surprised at how much things have changed, 
surprising ad) [more most ~] : unexpected or unusual 
: causing surprise ■ surprising results ■ It’s not surprising that 
he doesn’t want to go. ■ The changes to the campus were sur¬ 
prising. • He shows a surprising lack of concern for others. ■ A 
surprising number of people were laid off at the factory. 

— sur-pris-ing-ly /sa^'praizirjli/ adv ■ Not surprisingly , he 
agreed. ■ She earns a surprisingly low salary. ■ The event 
went surprisingly well, considering the bad weather. 

sunre-al /sa'riil/ adj [more most ~] : very strange or un¬ 
usual : having the quality of a dream ■ a surreal atmosphere/ 
experience ■ The whole thing was completely surreal. 
SUr-re-aMsm /sa'rirjajizam/ noun [noncount] : a 20th- 
century art form in which an artist or writer combines unre¬ 
lated images or events in a very strange and dreamlike way 

— sur-re-al-ist /sa'riijalist/ noun, pi -ists [count] 
— surrealist adj ■ a surrealist painting 

sur*re-al-is*tic /sairi’ja'listik/ adj 

1 : very strange : surreal ■ It was a surrealistic experience. 

2 : of or relating to surrealism ■ a surrealistic painter/paint¬ 
ing 

1 sur»ren»der /sa'rendaV verb -ders; -dered; -deni ng 

1 : to agree to stop fighting, hiding, resisting, etc., because 
you know that you will not win or succeed [no obj] The en¬ 
emy finally surrendered after three days of fighting. ■ The 
gunman surrendered and was taken into custody. — often + 
to • After a short chase, the suspect surrendered to the police. 


[+ obj ] The suspect surrendered himself (to the police). 

2 [+ obj] : to give the control or use of (something) to some¬ 
one else ■ The troops were forced to surrender the fort. ■ He 
surrendered [-handed over] his weapon to the police. ■ They 
were required to surrender their passports. ■ They surren¬ 
dered their rights. ■ the surrendering of land to the govern¬ 
ment 

3 : to allow something (such as a habit or desire) to influ¬ 
ence or control you — often + to [no obj] She surrendered 
[=gave in] to temptation and ordered dessert. ■ He refused to 
surrender to despair. [+ obj] He refused to surrender himself 
to despair. 

2 Slirrender noun [singular] 

1 : an agreement to stop fighting, hiding, resisting, etc., be¬ 
cause you know that you will not win or succeed : an act of 
surrendering ■ Their surrender was formalized in a treaty. ■ 
They demanded an unconditional surrender. 

2 : the act of giving the control or use of something to some¬ 
one else ■ the surrender of territory 

3 : the act of allowing yourself to be influenced or con¬ 
trolled by someone or something ■ a surrender to desire 

SUr-rep«ti-tioUS /.sarsp'tijss/ adj '■ done in a secret way ■ 
She had a surreptitious relationship with her employee. ■ a 
surreptitious glance 

— sur-rep-ti-tious-ly adv ■ He contacted her surreptitiously. 
- sur-rep-ti-tious-ness noun [noncount] 

sur-rey /'sari/ noun, pi -reys [count] US : a light, old- 
fashioned carriage that has two wide seats and four wheels 
and that is pulled by a horse 

sur-ro-ga-cy /'saragssi/ noun [noncount] : the practice by 
which a woman (called a surrogate mother) becomes preg¬ 
nant and gives birth to a baby in order to give it to someone 
who cannot have children ■ choosing between adoption and 
surrogacy 

surrogate /'saragat/ noun, pi -gates [count] 

1 : a person or thing that takes the place or performs the du¬ 
ties of someone or something else ■ He could not attend the 
meeting, so he sent his surrogate. ■ The governor and her sur¬ 
rogates asked the public to support the change. 

2 : surrogate mother ■ They had their baby through a 
surrogate. 

— surrogate adj, always used before a noun ■ She considered 
them her surrogate family. 

Surrogate mother noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a woman 
who agrees to become pregnant in order to give the baby to 
someone who cannot have children 

1 sur.round /sa'raund/ verb -rounds; -round-ed; -round- 

ing [+ obj] 

1 : to be on every side of (someone or something) ■ A wall 
surrounds the old city. — often used as (be) surrounded ■ The 
lake is surrounded by cottages. 

2 : to move close to (someone or something) on all sides of¬ 
ten in order to stop a person from escaping ■ Police sur¬ 
rounded the house. ■ They had the suspect surrounded. • She 
was suddenly surrounded by a crowd of excited fans. 

3 : to be closely related or connected to (something) ■ 
There’s a lot of uncertainty surrounding the decision. ■ His 
departure was surrounded by secrecy. 

4 of a family, group, etc. : to always be near (someone) — of¬ 
ten + with ■ Her family surrounded her with love and atten¬ 
tion. [=her family gave her a lot of love and attention] — of¬ 
ten used as (be) surrounded ■ As a child she was surrounded 
by her large, loving family. 

surround yourself with (someone or something) : to 

cause (certain types of people or things) to be near you ■ 
He surrounds himself with very talented people. ■ They sur¬ 
round themselves with luxuries. [=they have many luxuries] 
2 SUrrOUnd noun, pi -rounds [count] : a border or an area 
that is around the outside edge of something ■ a fireplace/ 
bathtub surround ■ the park’s urban surrounds 
Surrounding adj, always used before a noun : near or 
around someone or something ■ the surrounding area/neigh- 
borhood/land 

sur-round-ings /sa'raundigz/ noun [plural] : the places, 
conditions, or objects that are around you : environment 
■ They will need some time to become familiar with their 
new surroundings. 

SUr-tax /'sa^tseks/ noun, pi -tax-es [count] : a tax that is 
charged on income which is more than a certain amount and 
that is charged in addition to the normal income tax 
sur-veil-lance /sa^eilans/ noun [noncount] : the act of 
carefully watching someone or something especially in order 
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to prevent or detect a crime ■ government surveillance of sus¬ 
pected terrorists ■ The bank robbery was recorded by surveil¬ 
lance video cameras. ■ electronic surveillance [=the act of us¬ 
ing electronic devices to watch people or things] ■ The police 
kept her under surveillance. [=watched her closely] 

1 Survey /'sa^vei/ noun, pi -veys [count] 

1 : an activity in which many people are asked a question or 
a series of questions in order to gather information about 
what most people do or think about something : poll • The 
survey found/revealed some surprising tendencies among the 
population. ■ We conducted an opinion survey on the issue 
and found that most people agree. ■ a survey on American 
drinking habits 

2 : an act of studying something in order to make a judg¬ 
ment about it ■ Surveys of each department were conducted 
earlier this year. ■ A survey of recent corporate layoffs re¬ 
veals a new trend in business management. 

3 : an act of measuring and examining an area of land ■ A 
new land survey changed the borders of their property. 

4 : a general description of or report about a subject or situ¬ 
ation ■ a survey [-overview] of current events ■ surveys of En¬ 
glish literature 

5 Brit : a close examination of a building to see if it is in good 
condition ■ A survey [=(f/S) inspection] must be done before 
the house can be sold. 

2 sur.vev /sa-'vei/ verb -veys; -veyed; -vey.ing [+ obj] 

1 : to ask (many people) a question or a series of questions 
in order to gather information about what most people do or 
think about something ■ A total of 250 city residents were 
surveyed about the project. ■ 64 percent of the people sur¬ 
veyed said that the economy was doing well. • The magazine 
surveyed its readers on their romantic relationships. [=the 
magazine took/conducted a survey of its readers to find out 
about their romantic relationships] 

2 : to look at and examine all parts of (something) ■ The 
teacher surveyed the room. ■ People were surveying the dam¬ 
age after the storm. 

3 : to measure and examine (an area of land) ■ Engineers sur¬ 
veyed the property to see what could be built on it. 

4 : to give a general description or report of (something, 
such as a subject or a situation) ■ The class surveys American 
history before the Civil War. 

5 Brit : to examine (a building) to make sure it is in good 
condition ■ The house must be surveyed [=((/£) inspected] be¬ 
fore it can be sold. 

Survey course noun, pi courses [count] US : a class at 
a college or university that gives general information about a 
subject for students who have not studied it before : an in¬ 
troductory course at a college or university 
sur-vey-or /sa iP vGja/ noun, pi -ors [count] 

1 : someone whose job is to measure and examine an area of 
land ■ a land surveyor 

2 Brit : someone whose job is to examine buildings ■ Survey¬ 
ors [=(£/£*) inspectors] condemned the building. — see also 
QUANTITY SURVEYOR 

sur-viv-al /sa^'vaival/ noun, pi -als 

1 [noncount] : the state or fact of continuing to live or exist 
especially in spite of difficult conditions ■ The refugees de¬ 
pend on foreign aid for their survival. ■ Small businesses are 
fighting/struggling for survival. ■ the survival of an old folk¬ 
tale ■ The doctor said her chance of survival [=chance that 
she would get better and continue to live] was about 50 per¬ 
cent. — often used before another noun ■ The scouts learned 
basic survival skills/techniques. ■ Patients have a high survival 
rate if the cancer is detected early. * an animal's survival in¬ 
stinct [=an animal's ability to know what to do to stay alive] ■ 
He uses his wits as a survival mechanism. [=as a way of pro¬ 
tecting himself from being hurt by other people] 

2 [count] : something from an earlier period that still exists 
or is done — usually singular ■ The holiday custom is a sur¬ 
vival from colonial times. 

survival of the fittest 1 : natural selection 2 — 
used to refer to a situation in which only the people or 
things that are strongest, most skillful, etc., are able to suc¬ 
ceed or to continue to exist ■ In the business world, it’s sur¬ 
vival of the fittest. 

sur«viv*al*ist /sa^vaivalist/ noun, pi -ists [count] : a person 
who believes that government and society will soon fail com¬ 
pletely and who stores food, weapons, etc., in order to be 
prepared to survive when that happens 
— survivalist adj • survivalist techniques 
survive /sfr'vaiv/ verb -vives; -vived; -viv-ing 


1 [no obj] a : to remain alive : to continue to live ■ I don’t 
see how any creature can survive under those conditions. ■ 
bacteria that survive in extreme temperatures ■ ( humorous ) 
He didn’t think he could survive without golf. — often + on ■ 
The plant survives on very little water. ■ They managed to sur¬ 
vive on his small salary. • ( humorous ) I mainly survived on 
peanut butter and jelly sandwiches when I was in college, b 
: to continue to exist ■ Only a few written records survive 
from those times. ■ These ancient practices still survive in 
some regions. ■ Some of the original bridges survive. ■ Many 
businesses are struggling to survive in today’s economy. 

2 [+ obj]: to remain alive after the death of (someone) : out¬ 
live ■ Only his son survived him. ■ She survived her husband 
by only a few years. — often used as (be) survived • She is sur¬ 
vived by her three children. 

3 [+ obj] a : to continue to be alive or to exist after (some¬ 
thing) ■ They survived the crash/flood. ■ The fruit trees didn't 
survive [=live through] the harsh winter. ■ This type of plant 
cannot survive [= withstand] temperatures below freezing, b 
: to continue to function, succeed, etc., in spite of (some¬ 
thing) ■ He survived a political scandal and was elected to the 
state legislature. ■ The company survived the recession. ■ 
helpful hints for surviving the holidays 

— sur«viv*able /sa^'vaivabal/ adj [more most ~] ■ This 
form of cancer is survivable if it’s detected early. 
— surviving adj ■ one of the few surviving traditions ■ His 
son is his sole surviving heir. 

sur-vi-vor /s&'vaiva 1 / noun, pi -vors [count] 

1 a : a person who continues to live after an accident, ill¬ 
ness, war, etc. ■ She interviewed survivors of the flood. ■ a Ho¬ 
locaust/cancer survivor • The plane crashed and there were 
no survivors. ■ There was only one survivor of the accident, 
b : a member of a group who continues to live after other 
members have died ■ Most of the people I went to school 
with are gone now. I'm one of the few survivors. C : a family 
member who remains alive after another person’s death ■ He 
died without any survivors. 

2 : someone or something that continues to exist, function, 
compete, etc. ■ The survivors of the first round of competi¬ 
tion will be meeting today in the second round. ■ This news¬ 
paper is the only survivor of six newspapers that were found¬ 
ed in the city in the 19th century. 

3 : someone who is able to keep living or succeeding despite 
a lot of problems ■ There’s no question about it—Aunt An¬ 
nie’s a survivor. 

sus*cep*ti>biM«ty /so^epta'bibti/ noun, pi -ties 

1 : the state of being easily affected, influenced, or harmed 
by something — usually + to [count] — usually singular ■ 
They are concerned about the city's susceptibility to attack. ■ 
A weak immune system increases your susceptibility to dis¬ 
ease. [noncount] A weak immune system causes increased 
susceptibility to disease. 

2 susceptibilities [plural] chiefly Brit, formal : a person’s 
feelings ■ We do not want to offend their susceptibilities. [=we 
do not want to offend theml 

SUS’Cep*ti"ble /sa'septabal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : easily affected, influenced, or harmed by something ■ The 
virus can infect susceptible individuals. — often + to • He is 
very susceptible to colds. [=he catches colds easily] ■ a surface 
highly susceptible to scratches ■ He is susceptible to flattery. 

2 formal: capable of being affected by a specified action or 
process — + of • a contract that is susceptible of modification 
[=a contract that can be modified] 

SU*Shi /’su:Ji/ noun [noncount] : a Japanese dish of cold 
cooked rice shaped in small cakes and topped or wrapped 
with other ingredients (such as pieces of raw fish) 
1 SUS-pect /sa'spekt/ verb -pects; -pect-ed; -pect-ing [+ 
obj] 

1 a : to think that (someone) is possibly guilty of a crime or 
of doing something wrong ■ He's suspected in four burglaries. 

— often + of ■ The police suspect him of murder. ■ No one 
suspects you of cheating, b : to think that (something) is 
possibly the cause of something bad — usually + of ■ The 
pesticide is suspected of causing cancer. C : to think that (a 
crime) has possibly been committed ■ The police do not sus¬ 
pect murder in this case. ■ The fire chief suspects arson. 

2 : to think that (something, especially something bad) pos¬ 
sibly exists, is true, will happen, etc. ■ We suspected a trap. ■ 1 
suspect it will rain. ■ Call the doctor immediately if you sus¬ 
pect you’ve been infected. ■ The latest research confirms 
what scientists have long suspected. ■ I suspect she’s not who 
she says she is. ■ “We haven’t done our homework.” “I sus¬ 
pected as much.” 
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3 : to have feelings of doubt about (something) : to be suspi¬ 
cious about (something) ■ I suspected his motives in giving 
me the money. ■ 1 have reason to suspect her sincerity when 
she makes promises like that. 

— suspected /sa'spektad/ adj, always used before a noun ■ a 
suspected arsonist ■ The pesticide is a suspected carcinogen. 
■ a suspected case of smallpox 
2 SUS*pect /'sAjSpekt/ noun, pi -pects [count] 

1 : a person who is believed to be possibly guilty of commit¬ 
ting a crime ■ a murder suspect • One suspect has been arrest¬ 
ed. ■ She is a possible/prime suspect in connection with the 
kidnapping. 

2 : a thing that is thought of as a possible cause of something 
bad ■ The prime suspect for the food poisoning is the potato 
salad. 

the usual suspects : the usual people or things that are 
suspected or thought of in a particular situation — often 
used humorously ■ The breakfast menu had all the usual 
suspects [=the usual things]—eggs, pancakes, waffles, and 
French toast. 

3 SUS"pect /'sAiSpekt/ adj [more most ~] : not able to be 
trusted : causing feelings of doubt or suspicion ■ The suspect 
[=suspicious] vehicle was reported to the police. ■ The wit¬ 
ness’s claim was suspect. [= dubious, questionable ] ■ The room 
had a suspect odor. 

SUS-pend /suspend/ verb -pends; -pend*ed; -pending 

[+ obj] 

1 : to force (someone) to leave a job, position, or place for a 
usually short period of time as a form of punishment • He 
was suspended from the team for missing too many practic¬ 
es. ■ The police officers were suspended without pay for their 
conduct. ■ The principal suspended the student from school 
for fighting. 

2 a : to stop (something) for a usually short period of time ■ 
The city suspended bus service during the storm. ■ The com¬ 
pany was forced to suspend operations. ■ They have suspend¬ 
ed the peace talks. ■ The plot is ridiculous, but if you can 
suspend (your) disbelief [=allow yourself to believe that 
something is true even though it seems impossible], it’s an 
enjoyable movie, b : to make (something) happen later : to 
delay (something) ■ The judge suspended [=postponed] the 
hearing for one week. * I advise suspending judgment until 
the investigation is over. C : to make (something) invalid or 
ineffective for a usually short period of time ■ Her license to 
practice law was suspended. • We can suspend the rules just 
this once. ■ He’s driving with a suspended license. 

3 a : to hang something so that it is free on all sides except at 
the point of support ■ They suspended the lantern from the 
ceiling. ■ A pot of stew was suspended over the fire. ■ a wire 
suspended between two poles [=hung so that it is attached at 
each end to a pole] b : to prevent (something) from falling 
or sinking by some invisible support — usually used as (be) 
suspended ■ Dust was suspended [=was floating] in the air. ■ 
The structure appears to be suspended in space. 

suspended animation noun [noncount] : a state in 
which the processes of the body (such as blood circulation) 
stop or become very slow for a period of time while a person 
or animal is unconscious ■ animals that sleep through the 
winter in a state of suspended animation — often used figu¬ 
ratively ■ The project has been in (a state of) suspended ani¬ 
mation for over 15 years. 

suspended sentence noun, pi ~~ -tences [count] law : a 
legal arrangement in which a person who has been found 
guilty of a crime is not sentenced to jail but may be sen¬ 
tenced for that crime at a future time if he or she commits 
another crime during a specified period ■ The judge handed 
down a suspended sentence to the first-time offender. 

SUS*pend*er /ss'spenda-/ noun, pi -ers 

1 suspenders [plural] US : straps that are used for holding 
up pants and that go over a person's shoulders — called also 
(Brit) braces ; see color picture on page C14 

2 [count] Brit : garter 2 

suspender belt noun, pi ~~ belts [count] Brit : garter 
belt 

sus-pense /sa’spens/ noun [noncount] : a feeling or state of 
nervousness or excitement caused by wondering what will 
happen ■ I can’t bear/stand the suspense. ■ The suspense 
builds as the story progresses. • a novel of suspense • Alfred 
Hitchcock was a master of suspense. • The movie is a sus¬ 
pense thriller. ■ 1 don’t know who won and the suspense is 
killing me. [=1 am very anxious to know who won] ■ She kept 
him in suspense [=waiting anxiously] for two whole days be¬ 


fore she agreed to marry him. 

— sus*pense*ful /sa’spensfal/ adj [more most ~] • a sus¬ 
penseful story/situation/movie 

sus-pen-sion /sa'spcn/an/ noun, pi -sions 

1 : the act of forcing someone to leave a job, position, or 
place for a usually short period of time as a form of punish¬ 
ment : the act of suspending someone [count] He was angry 
about his suspension from the team. ■ His record shows sev¬ 
eral suspensions from school, [noncount] He’s under sus¬ 
pension for breaking the rules. 

2 [singular, noncount] : the act of stopping or delaying some¬ 
thing for a usually short period of time ■ (a) suspension of 
peace talks 

3 : the act of making something invalid or ineffective for a 
usually short period of time [count] a 30-day license suspen¬ 
sion ■ a suspension of the rules [noncount] She was punished 
by suspension of her driver’s license. 

4 [count] technical : a substance (usually a liquid) that has 
very small pieces of a solid material mixed throughout it 

5 [noncount] technical : the parts of a vehicle that connect 
the body to the tires and allow the vehicle to move more 
smoothly over uneven surfaces ■ the car’s front/rear suspen¬ 
sion 

suspension bridge noun, pi ~ bridges [count] : a 
bridge that is hung from two or more cables that are held up 
by towers 

SUS«pi*Cion /sa'spijan/ noun, pi -cions 

1 [noncount] : a feeling that someone is possibly guilty of a 
crime or of doing something wrong ■ Her strange behavior 
has aroused suspicion. [=has made people think that she is 
doing something wrong] ■ He is under suspicion of l=sus- 
pected of] selling illegal drugs. ■ He was arrested on suspi¬ 
cion of robbery. [=he was arrested because the police suspect 
that he committed a robbery] ■ They are not above/beyond 
suspicion. [=they are not considered to be obviously or cer¬ 
tainly innocent and unable to be suspected] 

2 [count] : a feeling that something bad is likely or true ■ 
There has long been a suspicion that the painting is a fake. ■ 
There was not the slightest suspicion of a trap. [=no one sus¬ 
pected a trap] ■ I thought the water might be making us sick, 
and my suspicions were confirmed by the lab tests. ■ The 
note aroused her suspicions that he was having an affair. ■ I 
have a sneaking suspicion that those cookies aren’t really 
homemade. 

3 : a feeling of doubt [noncount] The new policies are re¬ 
garded by many with suspicion. ■ His story has raised some 
suspicion, [count] I have my suspicions about his motives. 

4 [singular] : a very small amount of something : trace ■ a 
suspicion of garlic 

the finger of suspicion see 'finger 
SUS* pi«CiOUS /sa'spijas/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : causing a feeling that something is wrong or that some¬ 
one is behaving wrongly : causing suspicion ■ We were in¬ 
structed to report any suspicious activity/behavior in the 
neighborhood. ■ The suspicious vehicle was reported to po¬ 
lice. ■ He died under suspicious circumstances. [=under cir¬ 
cumstances that suggest a crime may have been committed] 
■ Suspicious characters were seen hanging around the bank. ■ 
He found a suspicious lump on his back and was afraid it 
might be cancer. 

2 : having or showing a feeling that something is wrong or 
that someone is behaving wrongly : feeling or showing suspi¬ 
cion ■ Officials are suspicious about her death. ■ His manner 
made me suspicious. — often +of m She became suspicious of 
his behavior. ■ The dog is suspicious of strangers. [=the dog 
does not trust strangers] ■ We noticed the suspicious stare of 
the security guard. 

— sus-pi*cious*ly adv • “Is there someone in the bed¬ 
room?" he asked suspiciously. • The security guard stared 
at us suspiciously. ■ He was acting/behaving suspiciously. ■ 
The answers on the two students’ tests are suspiciously 
alike. ■ This sounds suspiciously like an excuse to get out of 
work. 

suss /*sas/ verb suss-es; sussed; suss-ing [+ obj] Brit, 
informal 

1 : to find or discover (something) by thinking — usually + 
out ■ They had to suss out [=figure out] whether he was telling 
the truth. ■ I think I’ve got him sussed out [=1 understand 
what kind of person he is] 

2 : to inspect or investigate (something) in order to gain 
more knowledge — usually + out ■ He carefully sussed out 
the situation. 

SUS-tain /sa'stem/ verb -tains; -tained; -tain-ing [+ obj] 
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1 : to provide what is needed for (something or someone) to 
exist, continue, etc. ■ There is not enough oxygen to sustain 
[^support] life at very high altitudes. ■ Hope sustained us dur¬ 
ing that difficult time. ■ The movie sustained our interest 
[=kept us interested] from beginning to end. ■ The country is 
enjoying a period of sustained [= continuing ] economic 
growth. ■ a sustained discussion/effort 

2 formal : to hold up the weight of (something) ■ The roof, 
unable to sustain the weight of all the snow, collapsed. 

3 formal : to deal with or experience (something bad or un¬ 
pleasant) : SUFFER ■ The army sustained heavy losses. ■ He 
sustained serious injuries in the accident. 

4 law : to decide or state that (something) is proper, legal, or 
fair ■ The judge sustained the motion. ■ The lawyer’s objec¬ 
tion was sustained. 

5 formal : to show that (something) is true or correct : to 
confirm or prove (something) ■ The report sustains their sto¬ 
ry/claims. ■ The evidence does not sustain a guilty verdict. 

SUS*tain*able /sa'stemabal/ acjj [more most ~] 

1 : able to be used without being completely used up or de¬ 
stroyed ■ sustainable energy resources ■ a sustainable water 
supply 

2 : involving methods that do not completely use up or de¬ 
stroy natural resources • sustainable agriculture/farming/ 
techniques 

3 : able to last or continue for a long time ■ sustainable de¬ 
velopment/growth 

— sus-tain-abiM-ty /sa^tema'brlati/ noun [noncount] 
— sus-taln-ably /sa'stemabli/ adv 
SUS*te-nance /'sxstanans/ noun [noncount]formal 

1 : something (such as food) that keeps someone or some¬ 
thing alive ■ Tree bark provides deer with sustenance in peri¬ 
ods of drought. • The village depends on the sea for suste¬ 
nance. 

2 : something that gives support, help, or strength ■ She 
draws spiritual sustenance from daily church attendance. ■ 
reading for intellectual sustenance 

1 SU-ture /'suitfa-/ noun, pi -tures [count] medical: a stitch or 
a series of stitches used to close a cut or wound 
2 suture verb -tures; -tured; -tur-ing [+ obj] medical : to sew 
together (a cut, wound, etc.) : to close (something) with a su¬ 
ture ■ The surgeon sutured the incision. 

SUV Acs, jui'vi:/ noun, pi SUVs [count] : a large vehicle that 
is designed to be used on rough surfaces but that is often 
used on city roads or highways — called also sport-utility ve¬ 
hicle' i see picture at CAR 

svelte /'svclt I adj [more most ~]: thin in an attractive or 

graceful way : slender ■ She has a svelte figure. ■ a svelte 
young actor ■ a svelte aircraft 
sw abbr southwest, southwestern 
1 SWab /*swa:b/ noun, pi swabs [count] 

1 : a small piece of soft material sometimes on the end of a 
small stick that is used for applying medicine, cleaning a 
wound, etc. • Use a cotton swab dipped in alcohol to disin¬ 
fect the area. 

2 : a small amount of material taken with a swab as a sample 
from a person's body ■ The doctor took a throat swab and 
sent it to the lab. 

2 swab verb swabs; swabbed; swab>blng [+ obj] 

1 ; to wipe or clean (something, such as a wound) with a 
swab ■ The nurse swabbed the cut with a disinfectant. 

2 : 2 mop 1 ■ sailors swabbing the decks 

swad'dle /'swaidl/ verb swad-dles; swad-dled; swad¬ 
dling [+ obj] : to wrap (someone, especially a baby) tightly 
with a blanket, pieces of cloth, etc. ■ He swaddled the baby in 
a blanket. 

Swaddling clothes noun [plural] : narrow strips of cloth 
that were wrapped around babies in the past ■ an infant 
wrapped in swaddling clothes 

SWag /'swaeg/ noun [noncount] informal + old-fashioned : sto¬ 
len property : loot ■ The robbers divided the swag. 
1 SWag*ger /'swcega 1 / noun, pi -gers [count] : a way of walk¬ 
ing or behaving that shows you have a lot of confidence ■ He 
has a swagger that annoys some of his teammates. 
2 swagger verb -gers; -gered; -ger-ing [no obj] : to walk in 
a very confident way : to walk with a swagger ■ He swaggered 
[c strutted] into the shop like he owned the place. 

Swa*hMi /swa'hi.li/ noun [noncount] : a language widely 
used in East Africa and the Congo region 
Swain /'swem/ noun, pi swains [count] old-fashioned + hu¬ 
morous : a man who is a woman's lover ■ a fair maiden and 
her swain 


1 SwaMow /'swailou/ verb -lows; -lowed; -lowing 

1 a : to take (something) into your stomach through your 
mouth and throat [+ obj] He swallowed the grape whole. 
[no obj] Chew your food well before you swallow, b [no obj] 
: to move the muscles in your throat as if you are swallowing 
something often because you are nervous ■ I swallowed be¬ 
fore answering. ■ The boss said, “Come in.” I swallowed hard 
and walked in. — sometimes used figuratively ■ If she insults 
you, just swallow hard [=make an effort to control yourself] 
and don’t say anything. 

2 [+ obj] a : to flow over and cover (something) completely 

— often + up* The wave swallowed up the small vessel. — 
often used figuratively ■ More small companies are being 
swallowed (up) [=tafcen over, absorbed] by giant conglomer¬ 
ates. ■ We watched as he was swallowed up by the crowd. [=as 
he disappeared into the crowd] b : to use up (an amount of 
money) — usually + up * The cost of childcare swallows up 
most of her income. 

3 [+ obj] informal : to accept or believe (something) ■ Her 
story is pretty hard to swallow . ■ I can usually take criticism, 
but this is more than I can swallow. 

4 [+ obj ]: to not allow yourself to show or be affected by (an 
emotion) ■ We have to swallow our disappointment/anger 
about the election and keep trying to make things better. • 
She had to swallow her pride and ask for help. 

(a) bitter pill to swallow see ‘pill 

2 SWalloW noun, pi -lows [count] : an amount that is swal¬ 
lowed at one time ■ She took a swallow of water to wash 
down the pill. : the act of swallowing something ■ He drank 
the water in/with one swallow. — compare 3 SWALLOW 

3 SwallOW noun, pi -lows [count] : a small bird that has long 
wings and a deeply forked tail — compare 2 swallow 

Swam past tense of 1 SWIM 

swa*mi /'swaimi/ noun, pi -mis [count] : a Hindu priest or 
religious teacher 

1 Swamp /'swaimp/ noun, pi swamps : land that is always 
wet and often partly covered with water [noncount] The 
area is mostly swamp. [= swampland] [count] Alligators live 
in the lowland swamps. 

- swampy /'swaimpi/a# swamp-i-er; -est [also more ~; 
most ~] ■ swampy land 

2 swarnp verb swamps; swamped; swamping [+ obj] 

1 : to cover (something) with water ■ The sea level rose and 
swamped the coastal villages. ■ The boat sank after it was 
swamped by waves. 

2 : to cause (someone or something) to have to deal with a 
very large amount of things or people at the same time — 
usually used as (be) swamped * The agency has been 
swamped by requests for assistance. ■ I’m swamped with 
work right now. (=I'm extremely busy right now] ■ Because 
of the new laws, we were swamped with paperwork. ■ In the 
summer, the town is swamped with/by tourists. 

swampland /'swcnmp^aend/ noun, pi -lands : wet land 
that is partly covered with water : swamp [noncount] at¬ 
tempting to build on swampland [plural] the ecology of the 
coastal swamplands 

1 SWan /'swa:n/ noun, pi swans 
also swan [count] : a large usually 
white bird that lives on or near 
water and that has a very long and 
graceful neck 

2 SWan verb, always followed by an 
adverb or preposition swans; 
swanned; swan-ning [no obj] 
chiefly Brit, informal + disapprov¬ 
ing : to go to or move about a 
place in a very relaxed and aimless 
way for your own pleasure ■ She’s 
always swanning off to some exotic locale. ■ He’s been swan- 
ning around foreign countries for the last six months. 

1 swank /'swaerjk/ adj swank-er; -est chiefly US : very fash¬ 
ionable and expensive : swanky ■ a swank club/hotel/res¬ 
taurant 

2 swank verb swanks; swanked; swank-ing [no obj] Brit, 
informal + disapproving : to behave in a way that is intended 
to impress people ■ rich people swanking around in their ex¬ 
pensive cars 

swanky /'swaeqki/ adj swank-i-er; -est informal : very 
fashionable and expensive ■ a swanky club/hotel/restaurant 

Swan Song noun, pi ~ songs [count] : the last perfor¬ 
mance or piece of work by an actor, athlete, writer, etc. ■ She 
has announced that this tournament will be her swan song. 



swap • swearword 


1660 


[=this will be her last toumamentl 
1 swap also Brit swop Awa:p/ verb swaps; swapped; 
swapping informal 

1 : to give something to someone and receive something in 
return : to trade or exchange (things) [+ obj] He swapped his 
cupcake for a candy bar. ■ He swapped desserts with his 
brother. = He and his brother swapped desserts. ■ I’ll swap my 
sandwich for your popcorn. = I’ll swap you my sandwich for 
your popcorn. ■ I swapped seats with my sister so she could 
see the stage better. ■ We often get together and swap [= ex¬ 
change] | recipes. ■ We spent some time swapping stories 
about our college days. [=telling each other stories about our 
college days] [no obj\ I liked her blue notebook and she 
liked my red one, so we swapped . ■ He wanted the window 
seat so we swapped. = (Brit) He wanted the window seat so 
we swapped over. 

2 : to replace (something) with something else [+ obj] He 
swapped (out) his hard drive for a bigger one. ■ The nurse 
swapped [=switched\ the patients’ charts by mistake, [no obj\ 
(Brit) Our company decided to swap over to a new supplier. 

2 SWap noun, pi swaps [count] : an act of giving or taking one 
thing in return for another thing : a trade or exchange ■ They 
made the swap in secret. ■ an even swap 

swap meet noun, pi meets [count] US : an event at 
which people can buy, sell, or trade used items 

sward /'swoa'd/ noun, pi swards [count, noncount] literary 
: an area of land covered with grass 
1 swarm /'swoa-ni/ noun, pi swarms [count] : a very large 
number of insects moving together ■ a swarm of bees/mos¬ 
quitoes/ants/locusts — often used figuratively ■ The tourists 
arrived in swarms. 

2 swarm verb swarms; swarmed; swarm-ing 

1 [no obj] : to move in a large group ■ Bees were swarming 
near the hive. ■ Spectators swarmed into the stadium. 

2 a [no obj] : to be surrounded or filled with a large group of 
insects, people, etc., moving together ■ The hive was swarm¬ 
ing with bees. ■ The island was swarming with tourists, b [+ 
obj] : to surround (something or someone) with a large 
group ■ Police swarmed the smuggler’s hideout. ■ The movie 
star was swarmed by adoring fans. • Enemy soldiers swarmed 
the castle. 

swar-thy /‘swo^di/ adj swar-thi-er; -est [also more 
most ] : having dark skin • a swarthy man/complexion 

swash-blick’ler /'swccJ^bAkla-/ noun, pi -lers [count] : a 
person or a character in a movie, book, etc., who is very 
brave and has many exciting adventures 

— swash-buck-ling /'swa:J,bAk3lir}/ adj [more—; most—] • 
swashbuckling heroes ■ a swashbuckling tale/adventure 

swas-ti-ka /‘swastika/ noun, pi -kas [count] : a symbol in 
the form of a cross with its ends bent at right angles all in the 
same direction The swastika was used as a symbol of the 
German Nazi Party. 

swat /'swa:t/ verb swats; swat-ted; swat-ting [+ obj]: to 
hit (someone or something) with a quick motion • She swat¬ 
ted the fly with a magazine. ■ The cat was swatting the injured 
mouse with its paw. ■ He swatted the tennis ball out of 
bounds. 

— swat noun, pi swats [count] ■ He took a swat at the ball 
but missed. ■ She gave the ball a swat. [=she swatted the 
ball] 

SWAT /‘swa:t/ noun [noncount] chiefly US : a police or mili¬ 
tary unit that is specially trained to handle very dangerous 
situations — usually used before another noun ■ a SWAT 
team SWAT is an abbreviation of ‘‘special weapons and 
tactics.” 

swatch /'swa:tf/ noun, pi swatch-es [count] : a small piece 
of cloth that is used as a sample for choosing colors, fabrics, 
etc. ■ She looked at fabric swatches to select material for the 
drapes. 

swath /'swa:0/ or swathe /'swaifl/ noun, pi swaths or 
swathes [count] 

1 : a long, wide strip of land ■ An aerial view of the country¬ 
side shows wide swathes of green. 

2 : an area of grass or grain that has been cut or mowed ■ He 
cut a swath through the field with his scythe. — often used 
figuratively ■ The tornado cut a swath through the county. 

swathe /'swaib/ verb swathes; swathed; swath-ing [+ 
obj] literary : to wrap or cover (someone or something) ■ The 
nurse swathed the wounded soldier’s leg in bandages. ■ Her 
neck was swathed in jewels. ■ mountains swathed in mist 
1 sway /'swei/ verb sways; swayed; sway-ing 

1 [no obj] : to move slowly back and forth ■ branches sway¬ 


ing in the breeze ■ He swayed a moment before he fainted. 

2 [+ obj] : to cause (someone) to agree with you or to share 
your opinion ■ The lawyer tried to sway the jury. ■ She per¬ 
sisted in her argument, but I wouldn’t let her sway me. — of¬ 
ten used as (be) swayed • He can be easily swayed. 

2 sway noun [noncount] 

1 : a slow movement back and forth ■ the sway of the ship ■ 
the sexy sway of her hips 

2 : a controlling force or influence • He has them under his 
sway. [=he controls them] • He has come/fallen under the 
sway of terrorists. • The ancient Romans held sway over 
most of Europe. ■ The theory still holds sway today. [=still in¬ 
fluences people today] 

1 swear /■sweay' verb swears; swore /'swoa/; sworn 
/'swoa-n/; swear-ing 

1 a : to state (something) very strongly and sincerely [+ obj] 

1 swear (that) I was there. [=1 was definitely there; I am telling 
you the truth when I say that I was there] • Her English is so 
good that you would swear she has been studying it for 
years. [=you would really think that she has been studying it 
for years, even though she has not] ■ You’d swear (that) the 
jewels are real. [=the jewels look very real even though they 
are not] ■ I could have sworn that I left my keys on the 
counter. [=I’m very surprised that my keys are not on the 
counter because I definitely remember putting them there] ■ 
(US) She swore up and down [ ^insisted] (that) she didn’t do 
it. • (Brit) He swore blind [= insisted] (that) he was innocent. 
[no obj] I didn’t do anything wrong. I swear (on my mother’s 
grave). [=1 am being absolutely honest when I say that I 
didn’t do anything wrong] • I wouldn’t swear to it [=I’m not 
absolutely sure about it], but I think he’s written three books 
so far. b : to promise very strongly and sincerely to do or 
not do something [+ obj] He swore [=vowed] to seek revenge. 

■ He swore revenge on the killers. ■ I swear (that) I’ll never do 
that again, [no obf] I swear to God, I’ll kill him if he comes 
back. ■ I’ll never do that again. Swear to God. [=1 promise you 
that I’ll never do that again] 

2 [no obj] : to use offensive words when you speak ■ Don’t 
swear in front of the children. — often + at ■ The other driver 
swore at me and drove away. 

3 : to make a formal or official promise especially in a court 
of law [+ obj] I do solemnly swear to tell the whole truth. ■ 
They swore (an oath of) allegiance to the United States of 
America. [=they formally promised that they would be loyal 
to the United States of America] [no obj] Witnesses are re¬ 
quired to swear on the Bible [=to put a hand on the Bible 
and make a formal promise to tell the truth] before they tes¬ 
tify. 

4 [+ obj] : to cause (someone) to make a promise ■ He swore 
us to secrecy/silence. [=he made us promise not to tell any¬ 
one his secret] — often used as (be) sworn • Witnesses are 
sworn to tell the truth. 

/ swear informal — used for emphasis • I swear, every time I 
see her she’s got a new boyfriend. • I swear, if I had a nickel 
for every time you did that. I’d be rich. 
swear by [phrasal verb] swear by (something) : to have or 
express a lot of confidence in (something) : to say that 
(something) is very good or useful ■ She swears by this diet. 
■ His method sounds pretty strange, but he swears by it. 
swear in [phrasal verb] swear (someone) in or swear in 
(someone) ; to place (someone) in a new office or position 
by having an official ceremony in which that person 
makes a formal promise to do the work properly, to be 
honest and loyal, etc. ■ When do they swear him in? — of¬ 
ten used as (be) sworn in • The new president will be sworn 
in tomorrow. — see also swearing-in 
swear off [phrasal verb] swear off (something) chiefly US : to 
stop doing, having, or being involved in (something) ■ He 
was so disgusted by the election results that he swore off 
politics for good. ■ She tried to swear off chocolate, but she 
couldn’t do it. 

— see also sworn 

2 swear noun, pi swears [count] US, informal : swearword 

■ I heard him say a swear. 

swearing-in noun.pl swearings—in [count] : an occasion 
or ceremony in which someone begins a new official job or 
position by making a formal promise to do the work proper¬ 
ly, to be honest and loyal, etc. — see also swear in at ‘swear 
swear*word /'swea^wa-d/ noun, pi -words [count] : an of¬ 
fensive word ■ a movie filled with violent images and rough 
swearwords 
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1 sweat /'swet/ verb sweats; sweat or sweat*ed; sweat- 
ing 

1 [no obj\ : to produce a clear liquid from your skin when 
you are hot or nervous ■ He sweats a lot when he exercises. ■ 
The dancers were sweating [=(more formally) perspiring ] pro¬ 
fusely. ■ ( informal ) He was sweating like a pig. [=sweating a 
lot] 

2 [no obj ] informal : to work very hard ■ They sweated and 
saved so their children could go to college. — often + over • 
She was sweating over her law books all afternoon. ■ He 
sweated over the wording of his speech for several days. 

3 informal a : to feel worried or nervous about something 
[no obj\ We’ll let them sweat a while longer. — often + over ■ 
After they took the test, they were sweating over [=worrying 
about] their scores. [+ obj] We'll let them sweat it out for a 
while longer, b [no obj\ : to go through an experience that 
causes a lot of emotional stress or worry — usually + 
through " The cops made him sweat through 15 minutes of in¬ 
tense questioning before they let him go. ■ I sweated [ =strug- 
gled] through geometry in high school. C [+ obj ] US : to wor¬ 
ry or be nervous about (something) ■ “The car won’t start— 
what are we going to do?” “Don't sweat it I know all about 
fixing cars.” ■ Don’t sweat the small stuff. [=don’t worry 
about minor things] 

4 [no obj ] : to produce small drops of liquid on the surface ■ 
Cheese sweats during ripening. ■ A pitcher of ice water sweats 
on a hot day. 

5 [+ obj] chiefly Brit : to cook (something) slowly in a cov¬ 
ered pan with a little fat ■ Sweat sliced onions in a little olive 
oil until they are soft. 

sweat blood see blood 

sweat bullets US, informal : to be very nervous or worried ■ 

I was sweating bullets while I waited to talk to my boss. 
sweat off [phrasal verb] sweat off (something) or sweat 
(something) off : to lose (an amount of weight) by sweating 
(especially by exercising a lot) ■ He's trying to sweat off a 
few more pounds. 

sweat out [phrasal verb] sweat out (something) or sweat 
(something) out informal 1 : to wait nervously until the 
end of (something) ■ It was a close game, and the fans were 
really sweating it out at the end. 2 US a : to work hard 
at (something) ■ She was sweating it out on the treadmill. 
[=she was exercising and sweating on the treadmill] b : to 
get or achieve (something, such as a victory) by working 
very hard ■ He managed to sweat out a narrow victory in 
the semifinals. 3 : to end (an illness) by exercising and 
sweating ■ He’s trying to sweat out his cold at the gym. 

2 sweat noun 

1 [noncount] : the clear liquid that forms on your skin when 
you are hot or nervous : perspiration ■ We were 
drenched/bathed in sweat after the workout. ■ The runners 
were dripping with sweat. ■ Her forehead was covered with 
beads of sweat. 

2 [count] : the state or condition of someone who is sweating 
■ nervous sweats — usually singular ■ After a few minutes of 
exercise, we had worked up a sweat. [=we were sweating] ■ I 
broke into a sweat as I struggled up the hill. = I broke out in a 
sweat as I struggled up the hill. [=1 began to sweat as I strug¬ 
gled up the hill] — see also cold sweat 

3 [noncount] : hard work ■ It took a lot of sweat and toil to 
build the house. ■ We helped them not with money but with 
our blood and sweat. 

4 [noncount]: moisture that forms in drops on a surface ■ He 
wiped the sweat [= condensation] off the bottle. 

break a sweat (US) or Brit break sweat : to begin to sweat ■ 
He started running and soon broke a sweat. • He loaded all 
five boxes without breaking a sweat. — often used figura¬ 
tively to say that something is not hard for someone to do ■ 
He gave a perfect performance and didn’t break a sweat. • 
She rattled off the answers without breaking a sweat. [=she 
gave the answers very easily] 

by the sweat of your brow : by doing hard, physical work ■ 
He earned his money by the sweat of his brow, 
in a sweat informal: very nervous or worried about some¬ 
thing ■ He’s in a sweat about his exams. ■ There’s no need to 
get in a sweat about minor details. 
no sweat informal : with little or no difficulty : easily ■ I 
can do that no sweat. ■ “Can you move that big board for 
me?” “Sure, no sweat." ■ “Thanks a lot for your help." “ No 
sweat." [=helping was not difficult and I was glad to do it] 
sweat-band /'swet,b 2 end/ noun, pi -bands [count] 

1 : a band of material that you wear around your head or 
wrist to absorb sweat while you are exercising 


2 : a band of material along the inner edge of a hat or cap to 
absorb sweat 

Sweated labour noun [noncount] Brit : people who work 
hard and in poor conditions for low pay ■ goods made cheap¬ 
ly by sweated labour, also : the type of work done by such 
people 

Sweat equity noun [noncount] US : value in a property, 
business, etc., that results from the work that a person does 
to improve it ■ He’s built up a lot of sweat equity in his house.; 
also : the work itself ■ He put countless hours of sweat equity 
into that old house. 

sweatier /'sweta 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a warm usually 
knitted piece of clothing for the upper part of your body: 
such as a : one that is put on by pulling it over your head 
: pullover — called also (Brit) jumper, see color picture on 
page Cl5 b US : one that opens like a jacket and that is fas¬ 
tened in the front with buttons or a zipper — called also car¬ 
digan 

sweater vest noun, pi ~ vests [count] US : a sleeveless 
sweater worn over a shirt — called also (Brit) tank top 
SWeat-pantS /'swct,pants/ noun [plural] chiefly US : pants 
made from a thick, soft material that are worn mostly when 
you are exercising— see color picture on page C14 
sweats /'swcts/ noun [plural] US, informal 

1 : SWEATPANTS 

2 : SWEAT SUIT 

sweat-shirt /'swetja't/ noun, pi -shirts [count]: a piece of 
clothing for the upper part of your body that is made from a 
thick, soft material — see color picture on page C14 
sweat-shop /'swet,Ja:p/ noun, pi -shops [count] : a place 
where peopie work long hours for low pay in poor condi¬ 
tions ■ clothing made in sweatshops • sweatshop conditions/ 
labor/workers 

sweat Suit noun, pi suits [count] US : clothing that con¬ 
sists of a matching sweatshirt and sweatpants 
sweaty /'sweti/ adj sweat-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : causing you to sweat ■ sweaty work ■ a hot and sweaty af¬ 
ternoon 

2 : wet with sweat ■ We were hot and sweaty after playing 
basketball. ■ sweaty palms ■ My clothes are all sweaty from 
my workout. 

swede /'swi:d/ noun, pi swedes [count, noncount] Brit: ru¬ 
tabaga 

Swede /'swi:d/ noun, pi Swedes [count] : a person bom, 
raised in, or living in Sweden 

1 sweep /'swi:p/ verb sweeps; swept /'swept/; sweeping 

1 a always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj] : to re¬ 
move (something, such as dust or dirt) from a surface with a 
broom or brush or with a quick movement of your hand, 
fingers, etc. "He swept the dirt off the driveway. ■ He swept 
the crumbs from the table, b : to remove dust, dirt, etc., 
from (something) with a broom or brush [+ obj] She swept 
the floor. ■ I need to sweep the kitchen. ■ Are you finished 
sweeping the porch? [no obj] Have you swept yet? — see 
also sweep out (below), sweep up (below) 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition a [no obj] : to 
move or pass quickly, forcefully, or smoothly ■ A storm 
swept across the plains. ■ Fires swept through the forest. — 
often used figuratively • She swept to victory on a wave of 
popularity, b [no obj] : to move or walk in a smooth, quick, 
and impressive way ■ She proudly swept into the room. ■ The 
limo swept up to the door. C [+ obj] : to push or move 
(something) quickly or forcefully ■ He swept the curtains 
aside. ■ She swept the books off the desk, d [+ obj]: to push, 
carry, or lift (someone or something) with great force ■ The 
debris was swept [-carried] out to sea by the tide. ■ She was 
swept toward the door by the crowd. ■ He swept her into his 
arms. — often used figuratively ■ We were swept along/away 
by her enthusiasm. ■ The party was swept into power in the 
last election. 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] of a feel¬ 
ing or emotion : to be felt suddenly ■ Fear swept over/through 
her. l=she suddenly felt afraid] ■ A feeling of relief swept over 
him. 

4 always followed by an adverb or preposition f+ obj] : to 
move (your hand, arm, etc.) in a wide, curving motion ■ He 
swept his arm across the table. 

5 [+ obj] : to pass over (all of an area or place) in a continu¬ 
ous motion ■ The teacher’s gaze swept the classroom. ■ A 
searchlight swept the area. ■ Strong winds sweep the moun¬ 
tainside. 

6 [+ obj]: to become very popular or common suddenly in (a 
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particular place) ■ It’s the latest craze sweeping the nation. 

7 [+ obj\ : to win everything that can be won in (something, 
such as an election) in an easy or impressive way ■ The oppo¬ 
sition party swept the election. 

8 [+ obj] US, sports : to win all of the games in a series of 
games against another team ■ They swept their rivals in a 
three-game series. ■ They swept the series/doubleheader. ■ 
They were swept in the play-offs last year. 

9 always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj ] : to 
brush or pull (your hair) away from your face ■ She swept her 
hair up/back and clipped it in place. 

10 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj ] : to 
form a long, smooth curve • The property sweeps down to 
the water’s edge. 

sweep aside [phrasal verb\ sweep (something) aside or 
sweep aside (something) : to treat (something) as not im¬ 
portant : to ignore (something) ■ He swept aside [= brushed 
aside] questions about his son’s arrest. "He swept aside 
[=dLsmissed] their objections, refusing to change his plans. 
sweep away [phrasal verb] sweep (something) away or 
sweep away (something) : to destroy or remove (some¬ 
thing) completely • Floods swept away several houses. ■ an 
ancient civilization swept away by war "His performance 
today swept away any doubts about his ability to play. 
sweep out [phrasal verb] sweep (something) out or sweep 
out (something) : to remove dust, dirt, etc., from (some¬ 
thing) by using a broom or brush ■ Please sweep out the 
room when you’re done working. 
sweep (someone) off his/her feet : to make (someone) 
suddenly become very attracted to you in a romantic way ■ 
She says that he swept her off her feet, and they were mar¬ 
ried six months later. 

sweep (something) under the rug (US) or chiefly Brit 
sweep (something) under the carpet : to hide (some¬ 
thing that is illegal, embarrassing, or wrong) ■ He tried to 
sweep his past mistakes under the rug. ■ This is not some¬ 
thing we can just sweep under the rug. 
sweep the board chiefly Brit : to win everything that can be 
won in a competition • She swept the board at the awards 
ceremony. 

sweep up [phrasal verb] 1 sweep up or sweep (something) 
up or sweep up (something) a : to remove dust, dirt, etc., 
from (something) by using a broom or brush • When I was 
sweeping up, I found an earring that I had lost. ■ Can you 
please sweep up the porch? b sweep (something) up or 
sweep up (something) : to remove (something, such as 
dust, dirt, etc.) from a surface by using a broom or brush ■ 
She swept up the broken glass. 2 sweep (someone or 
something) up or sweep up (someone or something) : to 
pick up (someone or something) in one quick, continuous 
motion • She swept the baby up and carried her to the crib. 
z sweep noun, pi sweeps 

1 [count] : an act of cleaning an area with a broom or brush 

— usually singular ■ He gave the floor/room a quick sweep. 
[=he swept the floor/room quickly] 

2 [count] : a long, smooth movement often in a wide curve 

— often + of ■ He brushed the crumbs away with a sweep of 
his hand. 

3 [count]: a large area of land often forming a wide curve — 
+ of; usually singular ■ the sweep of the coastline 

4 [singular] : everything that is included in something : the 
full range or extent of something — + of • The book attempts 
to cover the whole sweep of American history. 

5 [count] : a search for something over a large area — usual¬ 
ly singular ■ The search party made a sweep of the forest. 

6 [count] US, sports : an occurrence in which one team wins 
all the games in a series of games against another team ■ 
They won the series in a sweep. ■ a World Series sweep — see 
also clean sweep at ‘clean 

7 sweeps [plural] US : a time during the year when televi¬ 
sion stations try to see which shows are the most popular in 
order to decide how much can be charged for advertising ■ 
The network is trying to increase ratings during (the) sweeps. 
■ sweeps week/month 

8 [count] : chimney sweep 
sweep-er /'swiipa 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person or machine that sweeps something — see also 
minesweeper 

2 soccer : a player whose position is behind other defending 
players 

1 Sweeping adj [more most ~] 

1 : including or involving many things : wide in range or 
amount • sweeping changes/reforms ■ a sweeping view of the 


valley • The election was a sweeping victory [=a victory that 
is won by a large margin] for the party. 

2 disapproving : too general : including or involving too 
many things or people • sweeping claims/generalizations • a 
sweeping condemnation 

3 always used before a noun : having a curving form : form¬ 
ing a curve ■ a sweeping coastline ■ He dismissed the idea with 
a sweeping motion of his arm. 

2 sweeping noun [singular] : an act of cleaning an area with a 
broom or brush ■ The porch needs a good sweeping. 
sweep-stakes /'swi:p,steiks/ noun [plural] : a race or con¬ 
test in which the winner receives all the prize money 
1 sweet /'swi:t/ adj sweet-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : containing a lot of sugar ■ sweet dishes/foods ■ sweet des¬ 
serts • She likes her coffee sweet. ■ a sweet wine ■ That candy 
is too sweet. 

2 : very gentle, kind, or friendly ■ a sweet elderly couple ■ 
He’s a really sweet guy. ■ She has a sweet smile. ■ It was sweet 
of her to take care of them. 

3 chiefly Brit : very pretty or cute ■ The baby looks sweet 
[-adorable] in her bonnet. 

4 a : having a very pleasant smell, sound, or appearance ■ 
the sweet fragrance/scent of spring flowers ■ sweet music/ 
voices ■ a sweet- smelling perfume b : clean and fresh ■ The 
spring air was sweet. ■ The water from the well is sweet. C 
US : not salty or salted • sweet butter 

5 : making you feel happy or pleased ■ Victory/success/re¬ 
venge is sweet. : very pleasant • “Good night and sweet 
dreams .” [=1 hope you will sleep well and have pleasant 
dreams] 

6 chiefly US, informal : very good or impressive ■ Prosecu¬ 
tors offered him a sweet deal if he’d testify. ■ a sweet job offer 

■ This video game is pretty sweet. [=coot] • “I got backstage 
passes.” “SweetV' 

be sweet on old-fashioned + informal : to be in love with 
(someone) ■ He’s been sweet on her since they were kids. 
home sweet home see 'home 

keep someone sweet Brit, informal : to be kind and friend¬ 
ly so that someone will do something for you later 
short and sweet see ‘short 
sweet nothings see 3 nothing 
your own sweet time see 'time 
2 sweet noun, pi sweets 

1 a [count] : a food that contains a lot of sugar : a sweet food 

■ I’m trying to cut down on sweets, b [count] Brit: a piece of 
candy ■ a bag of sweets C [count, noncount] Brit : a sweet 
food served at the end of a meal : dessert 

2 [noncount] old-fashioned — used to address someone you 
love • Good morning, my sweet. 

Sweet—and—SOlir /.swiitn'saway adj, always used before a 
noun : having a flavor that is both sweet and sour ■ sweet- 
and-sour chicken/pork 

Sweet-bread /'swi:t,bred/ noun [count, noncount] : a part 
(called the pancreas) of a young cow or sheep that is eaten as 
food — usually plural 
sweet corn noun [noncount] 

1 US : a kind of com (sense 1) that contains a lot of sugar 

2 sweetcornBrit: ‘corn lb 

sweet-en /'swiitij/ verb -ens; -ened; -en*ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make (something) sweet or sweeter in taste ■ She sweet¬ 
ened her coffee. ■ He sweetened his cereal a little. 

2 : to make (something) more valuable or attractive • He 
sweetened the deal with a large signing bonus. 

sweeten the pill see ‘pill 

sweeten up [phrasal verb] sweeten up (someone) or sweeten 
(someone) up informal : to be very nice to (someone) in 
order to get something ■ He’s been trying to sweeten his 
mother up so she’ll lend him the car. 

— sweet-en-er /*swi:tna7 noun, pi -ers [count] ■ She used 
an artificial sweetener in the pie instead of sugar, 
sweet FA /-'efei/ also sweet Fan-ny Ad-ams /-*faeni- 
'Eedamz/ noun [noncount] Brit slang : nothing at all • You’ve 
done sweet FA to help me and I’m angry! ■ Don’t listen to 
him. He knows sweet FA about this, 
sweet-heart /*swi:t,haa4/ noun, pi -hearts 

1 a [count] somewhat old-fashioned : a person you love very 
much ■ childhood/college sweethearts b — used to address 
someone you love ■ How was your day, sweetheart ? [-dar¬ 
ling, dear] ■ Sweetheart , what’s the matter? 

2 [count] : a kind or helpful person : someone who is very 
nice ■ Be a sweetheart and help your grandmother. ■ She is 
such a little sweetheart. 



1663 


sweetheart deal • swim 


sweetheart deal noun, pi ~ deals [count] chiefly US : an 
unusually good arrangement or agreement that helps some¬ 
one who has a lot of influence or who knows someone im¬ 
portant ■ He got a sweetheart deal on the new job/car be¬ 
cause he knows the manager, 
sweet-ie /'swi.ti/ noun, pi -ies informal 

1 a [count] : a person you love very much ■ My sweetie and I 
will be at the party, b — used to address someone you love 
■ “How are you feeling, sweetie ?" 

2 l count] : a kind or helpful person : someone who is very 
nice * She's a total/real sweetie. 

3 [count] Brit : a candy or sweet — used especially by chil¬ 
dren or when speaking to children • a jar of sweeties 

Sweetie pie noun, pi ~ pies informal 

1 [count] : a person you love very much ■ my sweetie pie 

2 — used to address someone you love ■ “ Sweetie pie, what’s 
wrong?" 

SWeet-'lSh /'swi:tiJ7 adj : slightly or somewhat sweet in taste 
or smell ■ a sweetish red wine 
sweet-ly /'swi:tli/ adv 

1 : in a kind or loving way ■ He asked sweetly if she was all 
right. ■ She smiled sweetly at him. 

2 : smelling or tasting sweet ■ a sweetly scented candle ■ 
sweetly flavored dishes 

3 : in a pleasant or appealing way ■ sweetly melodious music 
sweet-meat /'swi:t,mi:t/ noun, pi -meats [count] old- 

fashioned : a piece of candy or a piece of fruit covered with 
sugar 

SWeet-neSS /'swiitnas/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the quality of tasting or smelling sweet • I like the sweet¬ 
ness of the sauce. 

2 : the quality of being kind or loving ■ the sweetness of his 
nature ■ I’ll never forget the sweetness of her smile. 

3 : the quality of being pleasant or appealing ■ the sweetness 
of the melody 

sweetness and light: pleasant and enjoyable ■ Life is not 
all sweetness and light. ■ She was yelling at us all morning, 
but when the guests arrived, she was all sweetness and light. 
sweet pea noun, pi ~ peas [count] : a climbing plant with 
flowers that have a sweet smell 

sweet pepper noun, pi ~~ -pers [count] : a type of hollow 
vegetable (called a pepper) that is usually red, green, or yel¬ 
low, that has a mild flavor, and that can be eaten raw or 
cooked ■ a r»d/green sweet pepper 
sweet potato noun, pi ~~ -toes [count, noncount] : a large 
root of a tropical plant that has orange skin and orange flesh, 
that is eaten as a vegetable, and that tastes sweet — see color 
picture on page C4; compare yam 
sweet-talk /'swi:t,ta:k/ verb -talks; -talked; -talk-ing [+ 
obj] : to say nice things to (someone) in order to persuade 
that person to do something — often + into ■ He tried to 
sweet-talk her into doing his work for him. 

— sweet talk noun [noncount] * Don’t fall for his sweet talk. 
sweet tooth noun [singular] informal : a liking for sweet 

foods ■ He’s always had a sweet tooth. [=he has always liked 
sweets] 

1 swell /'swel/ verb swells; swelled; swelled or swol-len 
/'swoolan/; swell-ing 

1 [no obj]: to become larger than normal ■ Her broken ankle 
swelled badly. — often + up ■ The bee sting made my whole 
arm swell up. 

2 [+ obj] : to make (something, such as a river) larger or 
more full than normal ■ Heavy rains swelled the river. 

3 : to increase in size or number [no obj] The population 
has swelled/swollen in recent years. ■ The economy is swelling 
at an annual rate of five percent. [+ obj] Immigrants have 
swelled the population. 

4 [no obj] : to become louder ■ The music swelled. 

5 : to cause (something, such as a sail) to stretch outward 
and become full [+ obj ] The breeze swelled (out) the sails. 
[no obj] The sails swelled (out) in the breeze. 

6 [no obj] : to feel an emotion strongly — + with ■ His heart 
swelled with pride. [=he felt very proud] 

a swelled head see 1 head 

— swollen adj ■ a swollen ankle/gland ■ a swollen river 
2 swell noun, pi swells 

1 [count] : an upward and downward movement of the water 
in the sea ■ The storm has brought high winds and heavy 
swells along the coast. 

2 [noncount] : the curved or rounded shape of something ■ 
the swell of a pregnant woman’s belly 

3 [singular] a : an increase in size or number • a swell in the 


population b : an increase in loudness ■ the swell of the mu¬ 
sic C : an increase in the strength of an emotion ■ a swell of 
enthusiasm/fear/hope — see also groundswell 
4 [count] informal + old-fashioned : a socially important or 
fashionable person ■ a party for a bunch of swells 
3 SWell adj, US, informal + old-fashioned : very good : excel¬ 
lent ■ That was a swell party. ■ He’s a swell guy. 
swell-ing /'swclirj/ noun, pi -ings 

1 [count] : an area on someone’s body that is larger than nor¬ 
mal because of an illness or injury ■ There was a swelling 
above her eye. 

2 [noncount] : the condition of being larger than normal ■ 
The swelling around her eye should subside in a few days. 

swel-ter /'swcltay verb -ters; -tered: -ter-ing [no obj] : to 
be very hot and uncomfortable ■ We were sweltering in the 
summer heat. 

swel-ter-ing /'swcltamj/ adj : very hot ■ a sweltering sum¬ 
mer day 

swept past tense and past participle of 1 sweep 
swerve /'swaw/ verb swerves; swerved; swervdng [no 
obj] : to change direction suddenly especially to avoid hitting 
someone or something ■ The car swerved [=tumed] sharply to 
avoid hitting the deer. ■ He lost control of the car and 
swerved toward a tree. 

1 swift /'swift/ adj swift*er; -est [also more most —] 

1 : happening or done quickly or immediately ■ a swift and 
accurate response ■ a swift kick 

2 : moving or able to move very fast ■ a swift horse/runner ■ a 
swift river current 

3 US, informal : smart or intelligent — usually used in nega¬ 
tive statements ■ She’s a nice kid, but she’s not too swift. ■ “I 
locked myself out of my car." “That wasn’t very swift." 

— swift-ly adv [more most —] ■ He answered swiftly. 
— swift-ness /'swiftnas/ noun [noncount] 

2 SWift noun, pi swifts [count] : a small bird that has long, nar¬ 
row wings 

swig /'swig/ verb swigs; swigged; swig-ging [+ obj] infor¬ 
mal : to drink (something) quickly and in large amounts : to 
swallow a lot of (a drink) ■ She was swigging [=gulping] water 
from a bottle after her workout. 

— swig noun, pi swigs [count] ■ He took a swig of whisky. 

1 swill /'swil / verb swills; swilled; swill-ing 

1 [+ obj] informal : to drink (something) quickly in large 
amounts ■ They were swilling (down) beer and playing cards. 

2 a [no obj] of a liquid : to move around in a container ■ She 
watched the water swill around in the bucket, b [+ obj\ : to 
cause (a liquid) to move around in a container ■ He swilled 
the water around in the pot. 

3 [+ obj] chiefly Brit : to clean (something) by pouring water 
on it ■ He swilled the floor with buckets of water. 

2 SWill noun [noncount] 

1 : food for animals (such as pigs) made from scraps of food 
and water 

2 informal: food or drink that is very bad or unappealing ■ I 
refuse to eat this swill, [-garbage] 

1 swim /'swim/ verb swims; swam /‘swsm/; swum 
/'swAm/; swim-ming 

1 a [no obj] : to move through water by moving your arms 
and legs ■ He’s teaching the children to swim. • She swam 
across the pool. ■ I can’t swim. • He swam (for) almost a mile. 

— see also swimming b 1+ obj] : to move through or across 
(an area of water) by swimming ■ He swam the English Chan¬ 
nel. C [+ obj] : to swim by using (a specified method) • The 
racers must swim the backstroke, d [no obj] of a fish, bird, 
etc. : to move through or over water • We watched the fish 
swimming in the river. ■ Ducks swam in/on the pond. 

2 [no obj] : to be completely covered with a liquid — usually 
used as (be) swimming in ■ The potatoes were swimming in 
butter/gravy. 

3 [no obj] a : to feel dizzy or unable to think clearly be¬ 
cause you are sick, confused, etc. • I felt weak and my head 
was swimming. - All the facts and figures he was reciting 
were starting to make my head swim. [=starting to make me 
feel confused, unable to think clearly, etc.] b of something 
you are looking at : to seem to be moving around because 
you are tired, sick, etc. ■ The room swam before my eyes. 
sink or swim see ‘sink 

swim with/against the tide see 'tide 
2 SWim noun, pi swims [count]: an act or period of swimming 

— usually singular ■ We have time for a quick swim before 
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dinner. ■ Would you like to go for a swim ? ■ The schools 
competed in a swim meet. [=a swimming competition with 
many races] 

in/into the swim (of things) informal : involved in an activ¬ 
ity or informed about a situation ■ She likes to be in the 
swim of things. • When he gets into the swim of things , he'll 
be much happier. 

swinvmer /'swim^/ noun, pi -mers [count] : a person who 
swims ■ She’s a good/strong/fast swimmer. : a person who is 
swimming ■ There were a few swimmers at the lake this 
morning. 

Swimming noun [ noncount] : the sport or activity of mov¬ 
ing through water by moving your arms and legs ■ Swimming 
keeps her fit. ■ I am going swimming later today. — see also 

SYNCHRONIZED SWIMMING 

Swimming bath noun, pi ~ baths [count] Brit : a public 
swimming pool that is usually indoors 
Swimming cap noun, pi ~ caps [count] chiefly Brit : a 
tight rubber cap that you wear while you swim to keep your 
hair dry 

swimming costume noun, pi ~ -tumes [count] Brit 

: SWIMSUIT 

Swimming hole noun, pi ~ holes [count] US: a place in a 
river, pond, etc., where people swim ■ The boys cooled off at 
the swimming hole. 

Swim*ming*ly /'swimirjli/ adv, informal : very well ■ We 
expect everything to go swimmingly. 

Swimming pool noun, pi pools [count] : a large struc¬ 
ture that is filled with water and that is used for swimming ■ 
Our neighbors have a swimming pool in their backyard. ■ a 
public swimming pool 

Swimming trunks noun [plural] : special shorts that men 
and boys wear for swimming — called also trunk v; see color 
picture on page Cl3 

swim-suit /'swim,suit/ noun, pi -suits [count] : special 
clothing that women and girls wear for swimming — called 
also ( chiefly US) bathing suit, (Brit) swimming costume ; see 
color picture on page Cl3 

Swim-wear /'swim^es 1 / noun [noncount] : special clothing 
worn for swimming 

swin-dle /'swind}/ verb swin-dles; swin-dled; swin¬ 
dling [+ obj] : to take money or property from (someone) by 
using lies or tricks : cheat — usually + out of m He swindled 
elderly women out of their savings. 

— swindle noun,pi swindles [count] • an insurance swindle 
■ bank swindles — swin*dler /'swindle/ noun, pi -dlers 
[count] 

Swine /'swain/ noun, pi swine [count] 

1 : pig 1 ■ methods of raising swine ■ a herd of swine 

2 informal : a very bad person ■ He’s such a swinel ■ He’s a 
filthy swine. 

cast/throw pearls before swine see 'pearl 
Swine-herd /'swain^^d/ noun, pi “herds [count] old- 
fashioned : a person whose job is to take care of pigs 
1 swing /'swin/ verb swings; swung /'swao/; swinging 

1 : to move backward and forward or from side to side while 
hanging from something [no obj] The sheets swung on the 
clothesline. ■ The clock’s pendulum stopped swinging. 1+ 
obj] She sat on the edge of the table, swinging her legs. ■ She 
swung the bag by the handle. [=she held the handle of the bag 
and made the bag swing] 

2 always followed by an adverb, adjective, or preposition : to 
move with a smooth, curving motion [no obj] The monkeys 
were swinging from branch to branch high up in the trees. • 
The door swung open/shut. [+ obj] He swung himself (up) 
into the truck. ■ I swung my suitcase into the backseat of the 
car. ■ She sat on the counter and swung her legs over to the 
other side. ■ She swung the door open. 

3 : to move (your arm, a tool, etc.) with a quick, curving mo¬ 
tion especially to try to hit something [+ obj Be careful how 
you swing that ax. ■ She swung the bat but missed the ball. • 
She swung her purse at me. [no obj] She swung (at the ball) 
but missed. ■ He swung at me [=tried to hit me with his fist] 
for no reason. 

4 [no obj] : to move back and forth on a special type of seat 
(called a swing) ■ a playground where kids go to swing 

5 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to turn or 
move quickly in a particular direction [no obj] The road 
swings to the left sharply after a few miles. — often + around 
■ He swung around to look at the clock. [+ obj] She swung 
the car into the driveway. ■ He swung the flashlight toward 
the noise. 

6 a always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 


change suddenly from one state or condition to another ■ 
Sales swung up sharply at the end of the year. ■ The game 
suddenly swung in favor of the home team. ■ His mood can 
swing wildly from cheerful to angry. ■ They have to be ready 
to swing into action i=to start doing something quickly] at a 
moment’s notice, b [+ obj] : to change or influence (some¬ 
thing) in an important way ■ His strong performance in the 
second half swung the game in our favor. ■ Her promise to 
lower taxes may have swung [=changed the outcome of] the 
presidential election. • They may still swing their votes to the 
other candidate. 

7 [+ obj] informal: to do or manage (something) successfully 
■ Do you think you can swing the job? ■ She isn’t able to 
swing [-afford] a new car on her income. ■ If he can swing it 
he'll visit next month. 

8 [no obj] informal + somewhat old-fashioned : to be lively or 
exciting ■ The bar really swings on weekends. ■ The party was 
swinging. 

9 [no obj] old-fashioned : to die by hanging ■ He swung for his 
crimes. 

swing both ways informal: to be bisexual 
swing by also swing over [phrasal verb] US, informal : to 
make a brief visit ■ I’ll swing by [=stop by] after work to 
drop off the paperwork. 

swing the balance : to change a situation so that one per¬ 
son, group, etc., is more able or likely to succeed than an¬ 
other ■ Both candidates are qualified, but her experience 
could swing the balance in her favor. 

2 swinq noun, pi swings 

1 [count] a : an act of moving something with a quick, 
sweeping motion : an act of swinging a bat, fist, etc. ■ One 
swing of the hammer was all it took to drive the nail through 
the board. ■ She needs to work on her (golf) swing. [=she 
needs to practice the way she swings a golf club] ■ He took a 
swing at the pitch. [=he swung at the pitch; tried to hit the 
ball with his bat] ■ Some drunk took a swing at me. [=tried to 
hit me] b : the movement of something that swings back¬ 
ward and forward or from side to side ■ the swing of a pendu¬ 
lum 

2 [count] : a usually sudden change from one state or condi¬ 
tion to another ■ upward/downward swings in the stock mar¬ 
ket ■ She couldn’t deal with his unpredictable mood swings. 
[=changes in his mood] 

3 [count] : a seat that hangs from ropes or chains and that 
moves back and forth ■ The kids were playing on the swings. 
• We sat on the porch swing and watched the neighbors. 
— see picture at playground 

4 [noncount] : a style of jazz music that has a lively rhythm 
and that is played mostly for dancing 

go with a swing Brit, informal : to be lively and enjoyable ■ 
What a great party! It really went with a swingl 
in full swing : at the highest level of activity ■ Work on the 
project is in full swing. ■ The party was in full swing by the 
time we arrived. 

in/into the swing of informal : fully involved and comfort¬ 
able with (a regular activity, process, etc.) ■ After a while, 
she got into the swing of her job. [=she got used to her job 
and was able to do it well] ■ I’ve been away on vacation but 
I should be (back) in the swing of things in a few days. 
swings and roundabouts Brit, informal — used to say that 
two choices or situations are basically the same because 
they have an equal number of advantages and disadvan¬ 
tages ■ It is a case of swings and roundabouts. 

3 swing adj, always used before a noun 

1 : of or relating to the style of jazz music called swing ■ a 
swing band ■ swing music/dancing 

2 : not certain to vote for a particular candidate or party in 
an election and therefore often able to decide the result of 
the election • swing voters/states 

Swing bridge noun, pi bridges [count] : a bridge that 
can be moved or raised so that tall boats can pass under it 
swinge-ing /'swimfcir)/ adj, Brit 

1 : very large and difficult to deal with ■ Homeowners now 
face swingeing increases in their bills. ■ swingeing fines/penal¬ 
ties/taxes ■ swingeing cuts in pay 

2 : very critical or severe ■ a swingeing criticism of the gov¬ 
ernment’s policies 

Swing-er /'swiga-/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 informal + old-fashioned : someone who is lively, enter¬ 
taining, and fashionable 

2 : someone who has sex with many people ■ She and her 
husband are swingers. [=they have a relationship in which 
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each of them is allowed to have sex with many other people] 
swing-ing /'swirjiij/ adj [more most —] informal + old- 
fashioned : lively or exciting ■ This music is really swinging. * 
a swinging party 

Swinging door noun, pi ~ doors [count] US : a door that 
can be pushed open from either side and that swings shut 
when it is released — called also (Brit) swing door 
Swing set noun, pi ~ sets [count] US : a wooden or metal 
structure that has swings hanging from it and that may have 
a slide or other things attached to it for children to play on 
Swing shift noun, pi ~ shifts [count] US : a scheduled pe¬ 
riod of work that begins in the afternoon and ends at night ■ 
He works the swing shift. 

1 swipe /'swaip/ verb swipes; swiped; swip-ing 

1 : to reach toward and try to hit (something) with a swing¬ 
ing motion [+ obj] The cat swiped the dog across the nose. 
[no obj] — usually + at ■ The cat swiped at the dog. 

2 [+ obj] informal : to steal (something) ■ They swiped some 
candy from the store. • She swiped my idea. 

3 [+ obj] : to pass (a credit card, ATM card, etc.) through a 
machine that reads information from it ■ The cashier swiped 
the credit card and gave it back to me. 

2 swipe noun, pi swipes [count] 

1 informal \ a criticism or insult that is directed toward a 
particular person or group ■ She took a swipe at her former 
company in her latest column. 

2 : a swinging movement of a person’s hand, an animal’s 
paw, etc., that is done in an attempt to hit something ■ a 
swipe of the cat’s paw ■ He took a swipe at the ball. [=he 
swung at the ball and tried to hit it] 

Swipe card noun, pi ~ cards [count] : a special plastic card 
with a magnetic strip that has information which can be read 
by special machines 

’swirl /'swa4/ verb swirls; swirled; swirMng ; to move in 
circles or to cause (something) to move in circles [+ obj] She 
swirled the drink (around) in her glass, [no obj] The water 
swirled around/down the drain. ■ strong swirling winds — of¬ 
ten used figuratively ■ Rumors are swirling about/around the 
team. [=there are a lot of rumors about the team] 

2 swirl noun, pi swirls [count] 

1 : a twisting or swirling movement, form, or object ■ A swirl 
of smoke rose from the chimney. ■ He painted swirls of color 
on the canvas. ■ ice cream with chocolate swirls 

2 : a state of busy movement or activity — usually + of* She 
was caught up in the swirl of events. 

’swish /'swij/ verb swish-es; swished; swishing : to 
move with or cause (something) to move with a soft sweep¬ 
ing or brushing sound [no obj] He watched as the windshield 
wipers swished back and forth. • The horse’s tail swished 
back and forth. [+ obj] The horse swished its tail back and 
forth. 

— swish noun [singular] * The horse shooed the flies away 
with a swish of its tail. 

2 swish adj, Brit, informal : fashionable and expensive 
: swanky ■ a swish hotel 

1 Swiss /'swis/ adj : of or relating to Switzerland or its people 
■ Swiss history ■ the Swiss ski team 
2 SwiSS noun 

the Swiss : the people of Switzerland • the traditions of the 
Swiss 

Swiss Chard noun [noncount] : chard 
Swiss Cheese noun [noncount] : a type of cheese that is 
hard and pale yellow and that has many large holes 
Swiss roll noun, pi ~ rolls [count, noncount] Brit : jelly 
roll 

1 switch /'switf/ noun, pi switch-es [count] 

1 : a small device that starts or stops the flow of 
electricity to something (such as a lamp or a ma¬ 
chine) when it is pressed or moved up and down ■ 

She flicked a switch and turned the lamp/lights 
on. ■ a light/dimmer switch * He threw the switch 
to stop the machine. — see also dip switch, 

TOGGLE SWITCH 

2 : a sudden change from one thing to another — 
usually singular ■ a switch from the old way of do¬ 
ing things ■ There has been a switch in plans. [=the 
plans have changed] • If you’re not happy in your 
current job, maybe it’s time to make a switch (to 
another job). » “He says he’ll do it himself.” “Well, that’s a 
switch." [=that’s something unusual] — see also bait and 
switch 



switch 


3 US : a device for moving the rails of a track so that a train 
may be turned from one track to another 

4 ; a thin stick that can be easily bent 
2 switch verb switches; switched; switch-ing 

1 : to make a change from one thing to another : to start do¬ 
ing or using something that is different [no obj] I switched to 
a new doctor. ■ He kept switching back and forth between 
topics. • She switched back to/from her original insurance 
company. ■ We switched over to a different telephone service. 
[+ obj] Why did you switch jobs? 

2 : to make a change from one thing to another by turning 
or pushing a button or moving a switch, lever, etc. [no obj] 
He switched (over) to a different channel. [+ obj] Stop 
switching channels. 

3 [+ obj] : to change or replace (something) with another 
thing • They switched places/positions/roles/sides. ■ He 
switched (around) his last two appointments. • (US) He is go¬ 
ing to switch (shifts) with me Monday. [=he will work my 
shift and I will work his shift on Monday] 

switch gears see 1 gear 

switch off [phrasal verb] 1 switch (something) off or switch 
off (something) : to turn off (something) by turning or 
pushing a button or moving a switch, lever, etc. • He 
switched off the light/lamp. 2 informal: to stop paying at¬ 
tention ■ When the topic turned to the stock market, he 
switched off. [=tuned out] 

switch on [phrasal verb] switch (something) on or switch on 
(something) : to turn on (something) by turning or push¬ 
ing a button or moving a switch, lever, etc. ■ I switched on 
the TV and watched the news. 

switch-back /'swift - ,bask / noun, pi -backs [count]: a road, 
trail, or section of railroad tracks that has many sharp turns 
for climbing a steep hill 

switch-blade /'swift - ,bleid/ noun, pi -blades [count] chiefly 
US : a knife that has a blade inside the handle which springs 
out when a button is pressed — called also (Brit) flick-knife 
switch-board /'swift - ,boad/ noun, pi -boards [count] : a 
system used to connect telephone calls with many separate 
phone lines in a building ■ She used to work as a switchboard 
operator. ■ Angry callers flooded/jammed the company’s 
switchboard. [=made telephone calls to the company] 
SWitCh-er-OO /^wifta'ru:/ noun, pi -OOS [count] US, infor¬ 
mal : an unexpected or secret change • They changed to a 
different system without telling anyone that they had pulled 
a switcheroo. 

Switch—hit-ter /'switf'hita 1 / noun, pi -ters [count] baseball 
: a batter who bats right-handed against a left-handed pitch¬ 
er and left-handed against a right-handed pitcher 

— switch-hit /'switf'hit /verb -hits; -hit; -hit-ting [no obj] • 
His father taught him how to switch-hit when he was a kid. 

1 SWiv-el /'swival/ noun, pi -els [count] : a device that joins 
two parts so that one of the parts can turn or spin while the 
other part does not move ■ a swivel chair [=a chair with the 
seat mounted on a swivel so that it turns freely] 

2 swivel verb -els; US -eled or Brit -elled; US -el-ing or Brit 
-el-ling : to turn around [no obj] He swiveled [=spun] 
around to see who was calling him. ■ She swiveled in her seat 
to check the time. [+ obj] The owl swiveled [=twisted] its head 
around. ■ She swiveled the chair around to face us. 

Swollen see 'swell 

swoon /'swu:n/ verb swoons; swooned; swoon-ing [no 

obj] 

1 : to become very excited about someone or something — 
usually + over * Teenage girls swooned over the band’s lead 
singer. 

2 old-fashioned : to suddenly become unconscious : faint ■ 
She almost swooned from fright. 

— swoon noun [singular] old-fashioned * She fell into a 
swoon. [=she swooned] 

SWOOp /'swu:p/ verb swoops; swooped; swoop-ing [no 

obj] 

1 : to fly down through the air suddenly — usually + down * 
A hawk swooped down and caught a rabbit in the field. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to arrive at a 
place suddenly and unexpectedly • The police swooped in 
and captured the criminals. 

in/at one fell swoop see 3 fell 

— swoop noun, pi swoops [count] * the swoop of a hawk 
swoosh /'swuijy verb swoosh-es; swooshed; swoosh¬ 
ing [no obj] : to make sound by moving quickly through the 
air ■ The ball swooshed by/past my head. 

— swoosh noun, pi swooshes [count] * I heard a loud 
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swoosh as the ball flew past my head. 

SWOp Brit spelling of swap 

SWOrd /'soad/ noun, pi swords [count] : a weapon with a 
long metal blade that has a sharp point and edge 
beat/turn swords into plowshares literary : to stop fight¬ 
ing wars and begin to live peacefully 
cross swords see 2 cross 

put (someone) to the sword literary : to kill (someone) 
with a sword 

sword of Dam-o-des /-'dsm^kluz/ : something bad and 
frightening that might happen at any time ■ a threat that 
hangs over us like a/the sword of Damocles 
SWOrd*f ish /'so&djfiJ/ noun, pi -fish [count] : a very large 
fish that lives in the ocean, that has a long, pointed upper jaw 
which looks like a sword, and that is eaten as food 
sword-play /'so»d,plei/ noun [noncount]: the art or skill of 
fighting with a sword 

SWOrds*man /'soadzman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] 
: a person who fights with a sword ■ a skilled swordsman 
SWOre past tense of ‘swear 
1 SWOrn past participle of ‘swear 
2 SWOrn /'swo?n/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 — used to describe people who have openly stated their 
feelings, opinions, etc. • He’s a sworn conservative. ■ They are 
sworn enemies/friends. 

2 : made or given by someone who has made a formal prom¬ 
ise to tell the truth ■ sworn testimony/statements 

1 SWOt /'swart/ noun, pi swots [count] Brit, informal + disap¬ 
proving : a person who works or studies too much ■ At uni¬ 
versity he had a reputation as a swot. [=(US) grind] 

2 SWOt verb swots; swotted; swotting [no obj ] Brit, infor¬ 
mal : to study very hard for an exam — + for ■ He’s been 
swotting for the French exam. 

swof up [phrasal verb] swot up or swot (something) up or 
swot up (something) : to study (something) very hard ■ She 
swotted up for the French exam. = She swotted up French 
for the exam. — often + on 9 He needs to swot up on 
French verbs. 

swum past participle of 1 swim 
swung past tense and past participle of 1 swing 
syb-a-rit-ic Asiba'ritik /adj [more most ~] literary : relat¬ 

ing to, desiring, or involving expensive comforts and plea¬ 
sures • sybaritic desires/pleasures/entertainments/excesses * 
a sybaritic lifestyle 

syc-a-more /'sikaimoa 1 / noun, pi -mores [count] 

1 : a tree of the eastern and central U.S. that has light-brown 
bark that peels off in thin flakes 

2 : a type of European maple tree with five-pointed leaves 
sy-co-phant /'sikafsnt/ noun, pi -phants [count] formal + 

disapproving : a person who praises powerful people in order 
to get their approval 

— sy-co-phan*cy /'sikafansi/ noun [noncount] • Her praise 
was obvious sycophancy. — sy*co*phan*tic /,sika'f£entik/ 
adj [more most ~] ■ sycophantic praise/flattery 

syl-lab-ic /sa'laebik/ adj, linguistics : of or relating to sylla¬ 
bles ■ syllabic accent/stress 

syMa-ble /'silabal/ noun, pi -la-bles [count] : any one of 
the parts into which a word is naturally divided when it is 
pronounced ■ The word “doctor” has two syllables. 9 
“Doctor” is a two -syllable word. ■ The first syllable of the 
word “doctor” is given stress. 
in words of one syllable see ‘word 
syMa-bus /'silabas/ noun, pi -bi /-,bai/ or -bus*es [count] 
: a list of the topics or books that will be studied in a course 
syl-lo-gism /'sil3,cfeizam/ noun, pi -gisms [count] formal 
: a formal argument in logic that is formed by two state¬ 
ments and a conclusion which must be true if the two state¬ 
ments are true ■ An example of a syllogism is: “All men are 
human; all humans are mortal; therefore all men are mor¬ 
tal.” 

sylph /'silf/ noun, pi sylphs [count] literaiy : a thin and 
graceful woman or girl 

— sylph-like /'silf,laik/ adj • a sylphlike young woman 
Syl-van /'silvan/ adj, literary : having a lot of woods or trees 

■ a sylvan setting ■ sylvan surroundings 
sym-bi-O-sis Asimbi'ousas/ noun, pi -o*ses /-'ou,si:z/ 

1 biology : the relationship between two different kinds of 
living things that live together and depend on each other 
[count] — usually singular ■ The bacteria exist in a symbiosis 
with the plant’s roots, [noncount] The bird lives in symbiosis 
with the hippopotamus. 


2 formal : a relationship between two people or groups that 
work with and depend on each other [count] — usually sin¬ 
gular ■ There is a symbiosis between celebrities and the me¬ 
dia. [noncount] Their professional association was one of 
symbiosis. 

— sym-bi-ot-ic /,simbi'a:tik/ adj 9 a symbiotic relationship 
— sym*bi*ot*i*caMy /,simbi'a:tikli/ adv 

sym-bol /'simbal/ noun, pi -boIs [count] 

1 : an action, object, event, etc., that expresses or represents 
a particular idea or quality — often + of 9 The wearing of 
black clothing is often a symbol of mourning in Western cul¬ 
tures. ■ The lion is a symbol of courage. ■ The flag is a symbol 
of our country. — see also sex symbol, status symbol 

2 : a letter, group of letters, character, or picture that is used 
instead of a word or group of words ■ The company’s symbol 
[=logo] is a red umbrella. — usually + for 9 “K” is the symbol 
for a strikeout in baseball. ■ “Cl” is the chemical symbol for 
chlorine. ■ “+” is the symbol for addition. 

sym-bol*ic /sim'bailik/ also sym*bol*i*cal /sim'bailikal/ 
adj 

1 [more most ~] : expressing or representing an idea or 
quality without using words ■ The lighting of the candles is 
symbolic. 9 a purely symbolic act/gesture [=an act/gesture 
that is intended as a symbol of something but that does not 
have any real effect] — often + of 9 Wedding rings are sym¬ 
bolic of eternal love. ■ The dove is symbolic of peace. 

2 [more most ~] : relating to or being used as a symbol ■ 
The number 7 has symbolic significance/importance [=has 
significance/importance as a symbol] in their religion. ■ The 
sharing of the wine has symbolic meaning. 

3 : using symbols ■ symbolic writing 

— sym-bol-i-caMy /sim'bailikli/ adv ■ Symbolically, the 
color green represents envy. ■ The storm is symbolically 
important in the story. 

sym-bol-ism /'simbadizam I noun [noncount] 

1 : the use of symbols to express or represent ideas or quali¬ 
ties in literature, art, etc. ■ The story was filled with religious 
symbolism. 

2 : the particular idea or quality that is expressed by a sym¬ 
bol ■ What is the symbolism of the lion in the picture? [=what 
does the lion symbolize in the picture?] 

sym-bol-ize also Brit sym*bol*ise /'simbailaiz/ verb -iz- 
es; -ized; -iz*ing [+ obj] : to be a symbol of (something) ■ 
The lion symbolizes [represents] courage. ■ She came to sym¬ 
bolize the women’s movement in America, 
sym-met-ri-cal /sa'metnkal/ also sym-met-ric 
/sa'metrik/ adj [more most ~]: having sides or halves that 
are the same : having or showing symmetry ■ The human 
body is symmetrical. 9 a symmetrical design/pattem 
-opposite ASYMMETRICAL 

— sym*met*ri*cal*ly /sa'mctrikli/ adv 9 symmetrically ar¬ 
ranged/divided 

Sym-me-try /'simatri/ noun [noncount] : the quality of 
something that has two sides or halves that are the same or 
very close in size, shape, and position : the quality of having 
symmetrical parts ■ the symmetry of the human body ■ The 
building has perfect symmetry. 

SVm-Pa-theMc /,simpa'0etik/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : feeling or showing concern about someone who is in a 
bad situation : having or showing feelings of sympathy ■ He 
received much help from sympathetic friends. — often + to 
or toward 9 She is very sympathetic to/toward the poor. 

2 not used before a noun : having or showing support for or 
approval of something — often + to or toward 9 He was not 
sympathetic to/toward their cause. [=he did not support their 
cause] 

3 : having pleasant or appealing qualities : causing feelings 
of sympathy ■ The book doesn’t really have any sympathetic 
[-likable] characters. ■ I didn’t find the hero in the movie 
very sympathetic. 

— sym*pa*thet*i>cal*ly /|Simpa'0etikli/ adv ■ She sympa¬ 
thetically asked how she could help. ■ The character was 
treated sympathetically. 

sym*pa*thize also Brit sym*pa*thise /'simpa,0aiz/ verb 
-thiz-es; -thized; -thiz*ing [no obj] 

1 : to feel sorry for someone who is in a bad situation : to 
feel sympathy for someone because you understand that 
person’s problems ■ I sympathize but how can I help? — of¬ 
ten + with 9 1 sympathize with you. — compare empathize 

2 : to feel or show support for or approval of something — + 
with 9 She sympathized with their cause. 
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- sym-pa-thiz-er also Brit sym-pa«this*er noun, pi -ers 
[count] ■ The group has many sympathizers, [^supporters] 

sym»pa«thy /'simpaGi/ noun, pi -thies 

1 : the feeling that you care about and are sorry about some¬ 
one else’s trouble, grief, misfortune, etc.: a sympathetic feel¬ 
ing [noncount] She went to her best friend for sympathy. • 
Letters of sympathy were sent to the families of the victims. 

— often +for ■ There is a lot of sympathy for the families of 
the victims. ■ I have no sympathy for her. [count] My deepest 
sympathies go out to the families of the victims. ■ Our sympa¬ 
thies are with them. — often +for ■ She has/feels a deep sym¬ 
pathy for the families of the victims. — compare empathy; 
see also tea and sympathy 

2 : a feeling of support for something [noncount] — often + 
for ■ He expressed sympathy for the rebels, [plural] She has 
liberal/conservative sympathies. — often + with ■ Her sympa¬ 
thies are/lie with the rebels. 

3 [noncount] : a state in which different people share the 
same interests, opinions, goals, etc. ■ There was no sympathy 
between them. — often + with ■ He’s not in sympathy with 
the other members of the group. = He's out of sympathy with 
the other members. ■ He seems to be in sympathy with our 
views. [=to agree with and support our views] 

SynvphorMC /sim'fcunik/ ad] : of or relating to a sympho¬ 
ny or symphony orchestra ■ symphonic music 
Sym«pho«ny /'sirnfani /noun, pi -nies [count] 

1 : a long piece of music that is usually in four large, sepa¬ 
rate sections and that is performed by an orchestra 

2 ; SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 

symphony orchestra noun, pi ~ -tras [count] : a large 
orchestra of musicians who play classical music together and 
are led by a conductor ■ She’s a member of the Chicago Sym¬ 
phony Orchestra. 

sym«po*Sium /sim'pouzijam/ noun, pi -sia /-zija/ or 
-siums [count] formal 

1 ; a formal meeting at which experts discuss a particular 
topic ■ Professors and graduate students attended the sympo¬ 
sium. — often + on • a symposium on cloning 

2 : a collection of articles on a particular subject — often + 
on ■ The organization will be publishing a symposium on ge¬ 
netic research. 

symptom /'simptam/ noun, pi -toms [count] 

1 : a change in the body or mind which indicates that a dis¬ 
ease is present ■ cold/flu symptoms — often + of • symptoms 
of heart disease ■ a. symptom of depression 

2 : a change which shows that something bad exists : a sign 
of something bad — often + of • Layoffs and salary freezes 
are symptoms of a company in financial trouble. 

symp-tom-at-ic /gSimpta'maetik/ adj 

1 medical a : showing that a particular disease is present — 
usually + of • A fever and runny nose are symptomatic of the 
flu. [=are symptoms of the flu] b : relating to or showing 
symptoms of a disease ■ symptomatic relief/improvement/ 
treatments ■ The patient was not symptomatic. [=the patient 
did not have any symptoms] — opposite asymptomatic 

2 formal : showing the existence of a particular problem — 
usually + of* The child’s behavior is symptomatic of an unsta¬ 
ble home life. ■ Poor sales are symptomatic [—characteristic] 
of a poor economy. 

- symp-tom-at-i-caMy /.simpta'maetikli/ adv 
syrva-gogue /'sma.gcug/ noun, pi -gogues [count] : a 

building that is used for Jewish religious services 
syrvapse /'si,naeps/ noun, pi -aps»es [count] biology : the 
place where a signal passes from one nerve cell to another 

— syn-ap*tic /sa'naeptik I adj ■ synaptic connections 
Sync also synch /'sirjk/ noun 

in sync 1 : in a state in which two or more people or things 
move or happen together at the same time and speed ■ The 
dancers moved in sync. ■ The film’s sound and picture need 
to be in sync. — often + with ■ She moved in sync with her 
partner. 2 : in a state in which two or more people or 
things agree with or match one another and work together 
properly ■ Our ideas are in sync. — often + with • The quar¬ 
terback was in sync with his receivers. ■ The President is not 
in sync with [=the President does not understand] the inter¬ 
ests and concerns of the people. ■ Her views are in sync with 
[=her views agree with] our own. 
out of sync 1 : in a state in which two or more people or 
things do not move or happen together at the same time 
and speed ■ Some of the soldiers were marching out of sync. 
■ The soundtrack was out of sync so they stopped the film. 
— often + with ■ She was out of sync with the other dancers. 


2 : in a state in which two or more people or things do not 
agree with or match one another ■ All the clocks in the of¬ 
fice are out of sync. [=all the clocks show different times] 
— often + with ■ His actions are completely out of sync with 
our goals. 

- see also lip-synch 

syn*chro-nize aLso Brit syn»chro-nise /'sii]kra,najz/ verb 
-niz-es; -nized; -niz-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to cause (things) to agree in time or to make 
(things) happen at the same time and speed ■ They synchro¬ 
nized their watches. [=they adjusted their watches so that 
they all showed the same time] ■ The dancers practiced until 
they synchronized their movements. 

2 [no obj] : to happen at the same time and speed ■ The 
sound and picture have to synchronize perfectly. — often + 
with ■ The sound has to synchronize with the picture. 

- syn-chro-ni-za-tion also Brit syn-chro-ni-sa*tion 
/,sir)krana'zeijan/ noun [noncount] ■ the synchronization of 
sound and action ■ The dancers moved in perfect synchro¬ 
nization. _ 

Synchronized swimming noun [noncount] : a sport in 
which swimmers move together in patterns to music 

- synchronized swimmer noun, pi ~ -mers [count] 
syn-chro-nous /'sirjkranas/ adj, formal + technical : hap¬ 
pening, moving, or existing at the same time ■ synchronous 
developments/movements 

Syn«chrO«ny /'siqkrani/ noun [noncount] formal + technical 
: a state in which things happen, move, or exist at the same 
time ■ The objects moved in synchrony with each other. [=at 
the same time] 

Syn*CO*pat*ed /'sir)k3,peitad/ adj, of music : of, relating to, 
or having a rhythm that stresses the weak beats instead of 
the strong beats ■ syncopated beats ■ a syncopated melody/ 
rhythm 

Syn-CO*pa-tion /,su]ka'pei.fan/ noun [noncount] music 
: musical rhythm in which stress is given to the weak beats 
instead of the strong beats 
1 syn«di«cate /'smdikat/ noun, pi -cates [count] 

1 a ; a group of people or businesses that work together ■ A 
syndicate owns the company. — often + of • The company is 
owned by a syndicate of investors. ■ The money for the 
project was provided by a syndicate of banks, b : a group of 
people who are involved in organized crime ■ a crime syndi¬ 
cate 

2 : a business that sells something (such as a piece of writing, 
comic strip, or photograph) to several different newspapers 
or magazines for publication at the same time : a business 
that syndicates something 

3 : a group of newspapers that are managed by one compa¬ 
ny ■ a newspaper syndicate 

2 syn-di*cate /'smda.keit/ verb -cates; -cat-ed; -cat*ing [+ 

obj] 

1 : to sell (something, such as a piece of writing, comic strip, 
or photograph) to many different newspapers or magazines 
for publication at the same time ■ The company syndicates 
her work. — often used as (be) syndicated ■ His column is 
syndicated in all the major newspapers. ■ a syndicated col¬ 
umn/columnist 

2 : to sell (a series of television or radio programs) to many 
different stations at the same time ■ The company syndicated 
the show to local stations. — often used as (be) syndicated • 
The program has been syndicated nationally. ■ a syndicated 
program 

- syn-di-ca-tion /^inda'keij'an/ noun [noncount] ■ The 
television show’s syndication begins next fall. ■ The show is 
now in syndication. [=reruns of the show are being shown 
on different stations that have paid to show them] 

syri'drome /'singdroom/ noun, pi -dromes [count] : a dis¬ 
ease or disorder that involves a particular group of signs and 
symptoms ■ a rare syndrome ■ psychological syndromes 

- see also carpal tunnel syndrome, down syn¬ 
drome, PREMENSTRUAL SYNDROME, SUDDEN INFANT 
DEATH SYNDROME, TOURETrE’S SYNDROME, TOXIC SHOCK 
SYNDROME 

syn*er«gy /■sm&tfei/ noun, pi -gies technical: the increased 
effectiveness that results when two or more people or busi¬ 
nesses work together [count] A synergy has developed 
among the different groups working on this project, [non¬ 
count] two companies that have found synergy 
Syri'Od /■smad/ noun, pi -ods [count] 

1 : a formal meeting of church leaders 

2 : a group of church leaders who are in charge of making 
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decisions and laws related to the church 
syn-O-nym /'sins^im/ noun, pi -nyms [count] 

1 : a word that has the same meaning as another word in the 
same language « “Small” and “little" are synonyms. — often + 
for or of ■ Can you think of a synonym for “original"? ■ 
“Small" is a synonym of “little.” — opposite ANTONYM 

2 : a word, name, or phrase that very strongly suggests a par¬ 
ticular idea, quality, etc. — +for ■ He is a tyrant whose name 
has become a. synonym for oppression. 

Syn*on«y«mouS /sa'nainamas/ adj 

1 : having the same meaning ■ “Small" and “little” are synon¬ 
ymous. [=are synonyms] ■ synonymous words — often + with 
■ “Small” is synonymous with “little." 

2 not used before a noun : strongly suggesting a particular 
idea, quality, etc. : very strongly associated with something 

— + with ■ The company’s name is synonymous with quality. 

— syn*on*y-mous-ly adv ■ two words that are used synony¬ 
mously m 

syri'Op'Sis /sa'naipsss/ noun, pi syn-op-ses /s3'na:p,si:z/ 
[count] formal: a short description of the most important in¬ 
formation about something : a summary or outline ■ a plot 
synopsis — often + of • She gave us a brief synopsis of the re¬ 
port/story. 

— syn-Op-tic /sa'naiptik/ adj • He gave a synoptic overview 
of the project. 

syrvtaotic /sm'tjektik/ or syn*tac*ti*cal /sm'tsektikal/ 
adj, linguistics : of or relating to syntax • syntactic rules/ 


structures 

— syrvtac-ti-cal-ly /sm'ta^ktikli/ adv ■ The sentence is syn¬ 
tactically incorrect. 

Syn-tax /'sm,tteks/ noun [noncount] linguistics : the way in 
which words are put together to form phrases, clauses, or 
sentences • “I saw that she a cookie ate" is an example of in¬ 
correct syntax. 

Syn*the*SIS /'smGasas/ noun, pi -the-ses /-03,si:z/ 

1 [count] formal : something that is made by combining dif¬ 
ferent things (such as ideas, styles, etc.) — often + of • The 
band’s sound is a synthesis of jazz and rock music. ■ His theo¬ 
ry is actually a synthesis of several other theories. 

2 technical : the production of a substance by combining 
simpler substances through a chemical process [count] — 
usually singular; often + of ■ the synthesis of water from hy¬ 
drogen and oxygen [noncount] protein synthesis — see also 
PHOTOSYNTHESIS 

3 [noncount] : the production of sounds or speech by using 
electronic equipment ■ voice/speech synthesis 

syn-the-size also Brit syn»the-sise /'sm03,saiz/ verb 
-siz-es; -sized; -siz-ing [+ obj] 

1 formal a : to make (something) by combining different 
things ■ She synthesized the treatment from traditional and 
modem philosophies of medicine, b : to combine (things) 
in order to make something new • He synthesized old and 
new ideas to form his theory. 

2 technical : to make (something) from simpler substances 
through a chemical process ■ Scientists synthesize new drugs. 
• Glands synthesize the enzymes. • Amino acid is synthesized 
in the body. 

3 : to produce (sounds, speech, etc.) by using electronic 
equipment ■ He synthesized the drumbeat. [=he created the 
drumbeat by using a synthesizer] 

— synthesized also Brit synthesised acjj - synthesized 
proteins/drugs ■ synthesized music ■ a synthesized voice ■ 
The drumbeat is synthesized. 

syn-the-siz*er also 
Brit syn*the-sis-er 
/'sm03,saiz3>/ noun, pi 
-ers [count] : an elec¬ 
tronic machine that 
produces and controls 

sound and is used . 

especially in music synthesizer 

and for reproducing 

speech ■ The band used a synthesizer for the drumbeat. 
1 Syn*thet*iC /sin'Getik/ adj : made by combining different 
substances : not natural ■ synthetic drugs/chemicals/rubber ■ 
The material is synthetic, [-man-made] 

— syn-thet-i-caMy /sin'Gctikli/ adv • The fibers are synthet¬ 
ically produced. 

z SynthetlC noun, pi -ics [count] : something made by com¬ 
bining different artificial substances - The drug is a synthetic. 



— usually plural ■ The fabric is made of synthetics. 
syph-i-lis /'sifalas/ noun [noncount] medical : a very serious 

disease that is spread through sexual intercourse 

— syph-i-lit-ic Asifs'htik/ adj • syphilitic symptoms/patients 
Syphon variant spelling of siphon 

sy-ringe /sa'nncfc/ noun, pi -ring*es [count] : a device 
made of a hollow tube and a needle that is used to force flu¬ 
ids into or take fluids out of the body 
Syr*Up /'sirap/ noun, pi -ups 

1 [noncount] : a sweet, thick liquid made of sugar and water 
with flavoring or medicine added to it • a medicinal syrup ■ 
ice cream and chocolate syrup — see also cough syrup 

2 [count, noncount] : a sweet, thick liquid made from the 
juice of a fruit or plant • She poured syrup all over her pan¬ 
cakes. ■ fruit syrups — see also corn syrup, maple syrup 

Syr*lipy /'sirapi / adj [more most ~] 

1 : thick and sweet like syrup ■ a syrupy liquid ■ ice cream 
topped with a syrupy fruit sauce 

2 disapproving : too romantic or emotional ■ a syrupy [=sap- 
py] love song 

sys-tem /'sistam/ noun, pi -terns 

1 [count] : a group of related parts that move or work to¬ 
gether ■ a system of rivers ■ railroad systems ■ a security/tele¬ 
phone/heating system ■ an alarm system ■ a stereo/computer 
system —see also ecosystem, pa system, public ad¬ 
dress SYSTEM, SOLAR SYSTEM, SOUND SYSTEM 

2 [count] a ; a body of a person or animal thought of as an 
entire group of parts that work together — usually singular ■ 
The disease affected her entire system. ■ Greasy foods are not 
good for your system. ■ No drugs were found in his system. 
b : a group of organs that work together to perform an im¬ 
portant function of the body ■ the digestive/reproductive/ 
respiratory system — see also central nervous system, 
IMMUNE SYSTEM, NERVOUS SYSTEM 

3 [count] : a way of managing, controlling, organizing, or do¬ 
ing something that follows a set of rules or a plan ■ the legal 
system ■ The players like the coach’s system. • Under the new 
system, students will have to pass an exam to graduate. ■ She 
devised a new filing system. ■ We need a better system for 
handling incoming e-mail. — often + of ■ the state's system of 
education ■ a democratic system of government ■ Every reli¬ 
gion has its own system of beliefs and practices. — see also 
HONOR SYSTEM, METRIC SYSTEM, OPERATING SYSTEM 

4 the system disapproving : a powerful government or so¬ 
cial organization that controls people’s lives • You can’t beat 
the system. • We spent our youth rebelling against the system, 
all systems (are) go see 2 go 

a shock to the/your system see 1 shock 
get It out of your system informal 1 : to do something 
that you have been wanting to do so that you no longer 
feel a strong desire to do it ■ You keep talking about mak¬ 
ing a cross-country trip. I think you just need to do it and 
get it out of your system. 2 : to get rid of a strong emotion 
(such as anger) by doing something ■ He really angered 
her, so she went for a walk to get it out of her system, 
the buddy system see 1 buddy 
SyS*tem*at*iC /^ista'msetik/ adj : using a careful system or 
method : done according to a system ■ We used a systematic 
approach to solve the problem. ■ She made a systematic study 
of the evidence. • He is very systematic [= methodical ] in his 
work. ■ the systematic production of cars 

— sys-tenvat-i-cal-ly /^istaVnsetikli/ adv ■ We approached 
the problem systematically. 

sys*tem*a*tize also Brit sys«tem*a-tise /'sistama^aiz/ 
verb -tiz-es; -tized; -tiz-ing [+ obj] formal 

1 : to make (something) into a system ■ The country is .sys- 
tematizing yearly exams for high-school students. 

2 : to organize (something) by using a system ■ The comput¬ 
er program systematizes the data and enters it into a table. 

SyS-teiTMC /si'stcmik/ adj 

1 formal : of or relating to an entire system • The company 
made some systemic changes to the way it operated. ■ The 
problem seems to be systemic. 

2 medical: of, relating to, or affecting the entire body ■ a .jyy- 
temic disease 

systems analysis noun, pi ~ -y-ses [count]: the process 
of studying a procedure or business in order to identify its 
goals and purposes and create systems and procedures that 
will achieve them in an efficient way 

— systems analyst noun, pi — lysts [count] 
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1 t or T /*ti:/ noun, pi t’s or ts or Ts or Ts /'ti:z/ : the 20th let- 
ter of the English alphabet [count] a word that begins with a 
t [noncount] a word that begins with t 

to a T informal : in a perfect or exact way ■ Her new car fits/ 
suits her to a T. [=to a tee] ■ That’s him to a T. [=that is a 
perfect description of him] 

2 t abbr 1 temperature 2 time 3 ton 
ta Aa:/ inter}, Brit, informal — used to say “thank you” 

TA abbr 1 US teaching assistant 2 Brit Territorial Anny 
1 tab /'taeb/ noun, pi tabs [count] 

1 a : a small, flat piece on a box, envelope, etc., that can be 
put into a hole in order to hold two parts together ■ Insert the 
tab into this slot to close the box. b : a small, flat piece that 
sticks out from the edge of something (such as a folder) and 
allows you to identify and find it easily ■ a notebook with in¬ 
dex tabs C US : a small piece of metal, plastic, etc., that is 
pulled in order to open or close something ■ The tab on the 
zipper is broken. ■ the tab [=(£/£) pull tab , (Brit) ring pull] on a 
can of soda 

2 US, informal : a record of the things (such as drinks at a 
bar) that a customer has ordered and will pay for later ■ He 
ran up a $200 bar tab. ■ The final tab [=bill] came to $200. ■ 
He put the drinks on his tab. ■ She offered to pick up the tab. 
[=pay the bill] for the meal. 

3 : tab KEY ■ You can move to the next column in a table by 
pressing tab. [=by pressing the tab key] 

4 informal : a small pill of an illegal drug ■ a tab of Ecstasy 
keep tabs on informal : to carefully watch (someone or 

something) in order to learn what that person or thing is 
doing ■ We are keeping tabs on their movements. ■ The 
magazine keeps tabs on the latest fashion trends. 

2 tab verb tabs; tabbed; tab-bing 

1 [+ obj] : to put a small, identifying label (called a tab) on 
something — often used as (be) tabbed ■ a tabbed notebook 
l=a notebook with index tabs] 

2 [+ obj] US, informal : to say that (someone or something) 
will do something or have a particular role or puipose — of¬ 
ten used as (be) tabbed ■ She was tabbed (as) the favorite to 
win. ■ an amount of money tabbed for maintenance 

3 [no obj ] : to hit the tab key on a computer or typewriter ■ 
After you type your name in the first box, you can move to 
the next box by tabbing. 

Ta*bas*CO /ta'baeskou/ trademark — used for a spicy sauce 
made from hot peppers 

tab-by /'taebi/ noun, pi -bies [count] : a cat that has dark 
and light stripes or spots on its fur 
tab*er-na-cle /'taeba^naekal/wow/i, pi -na-cles 

1 [count] : a place of worship that is used by some Christian 
groups « a Mormon/Baptist tabernacle 

2 [count] : a box in which the holy bread and wine are kept 
in a Catholic church 

3 the Tabernacle : a small, movable tent that was used as a 
place of worship by the ancient Israelites 

tab key noun, pi ~ keys [count] : a key on the keyboard of 
a typewriter or computer that is used to move several spaces 
at a time or to move to a particular position in a document 
1 ta«ble Aeibal/ noun, pi tables [count] 

1 a : a piece of furniture that has a flat top and one or more 
legs ■ They were sitting at/around the dining/dinner table. ■ 
She reserved a table for two at the restaurant. ■ Please set the 
table for dinner. [=place plates, silverware, etc., on the table] 

— see also coffee table, end table b : a piece of furni¬ 
ture with a flat surface that is designed to be used for a par¬ 
ticular purpose ■ a billiard/poker table — see also card ta¬ 
ble, DRAWING TABLE, NEGOTIATING TABLE, OPERATING 
TABLE 

2 : a group of people who are sitting at a table ■ He had the 
attention of the entire table. 

3 : a collection of information that is arranged in rows and 
columns ■ The table shows the salary of each employee. 

— see also multiplication table, periodic table, 

TIMES TABLE 

at table Brit : sitting at a table and eating a meal ■ The whole 
family was at table. 

lay/put (all/all of) your cards on the table see ’card 
on the table : able to be considered or discussed ■ All op¬ 


tions are on the table. ■ A new contract offer is on the table, 
run the table chiefly US 1 pool, billiards, etc. : to hit all the 
remaining balls into pockets without missing 2 informal 
: to win all the remaining games, points, etc. ■ The team 
could run the table to win the league championship. 
table of contents see 'content 

turn the tables : to change a situation completely so that 
you have an advantage over someone who previously had 
an advantage over you — often + on • He turned the tables 
on his attacker and pinned him to the ground. 
under the table 1 — used to describe a situation in which 
a worker is being paid in a secret and illegal way in order 
to avoid paying taxes ■ They were paying her under the ta¬ 
ble. • He’s working under the table. 2 informal ^ To drink 
someone under the table means to drink more alcohol 
than someone else without becoming extremely drunk, 
unconscious, etc. ■ He tried to drink me under the table. 

- see also water table 


table 



column 

2 table verb tables; ta-bled; ta-bling [+ obj] 

1 US : to decide not to discuss (something) until a later time 
■ The committee tabled the issue until the next meeting. 

2 Brit : to formally present (something) for discussion ■ She 
plans to table a motion for debate in Parliament. 

tab-leau /'tae,blou/ noun, pi tableaux also tab-leaus 
/'tae,blouz/ [count] 

1 : a view or sight that looks like a picture : scene ■ The 
houses are grouped together in a charming tableau. ■ a stun¬ 
ning tableau 

2 : a scene that typically shows an event in history or litera¬ 
ture and that is created on a stage by a group of people who 
are dressed in costumes and who do not speak or move ■ his¬ 
torical tableaux 

ta-ble-cloth /'teib3l,kla:0/ noun, pi -cloths [count] : a 
cloth that is placed on a table before other objects are placed 
on it — see picture at place setting 
table football noun [noncount] Brit : foosball 
ta-ble-land /'teibal^aend/rtow/i.p/ -lands [count, noncount ] 
: an area of high flat land : plateau 
table linen noun, pi ~ linens [count] : cloths (such as ta¬ 
blecloths and napkins) that are used during a meal 
table manners noun [plural] : behavior while eating a 
meal at a table ■ He needs to learn good table manners. 
table mat noun, pi ~ mats [count] Brit: a piece of cloth or 
wood that is placed underneath a hot dish or pot in order to 
protect the surface of a table 

ta-ble*mate /'teiba^meit/ noun, pi -mates [count] US : a 
person who is sitting with you at a table ■ He was loudly ar¬ 
guing with one of his tablemates. 
table salt noun [noncount] : the type of salt that is usually 
on a table for people to use while they are dining 
table soccer noun [noncount] US : foosball 
ta-ble*SpOOn /'teibdl,spu:n/ noun, pi -spoons [count] 

1 a : a spoon that is used by cooks for measuring dry and 
liquid ingredients and that holds an amount equal to % fluid 
ounce or three teaspoons ■ She carefully measured the flour 
with a tablespoon, b : the amount that a tablespoon will 
hold : tablespoonful ■ Add two tablespoons of flour. ■ 
The recipe calls for four tablespoons of milk. — abbr. tb., 
tbs., tbsp. 
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2 : a fairly large spoon that is used for serving or eating food 

— compare teaspoon 

ta-ble-spoon-ful /'teibgl|Spu:n,ful/ noun, pi -spoon-fuls 

/-,spu:n,fulz/ or -spoons*ful /-,spu:nz,ful/ [count] : the 
amount that a tablespoon will hold • Add two tablespoonfuls 
[= tablespoons] of flour. — abbr. tb.. tbs., tbsp. 
tab-let /'tseblat/ noun, pi -lets [count] 

1 : a flat piece of stone, clay, or wood that has writing on it ■ 
an ancient stone tablet 

2 : a small usually round piece of medicine ■ aspirin/vitamin 
tablets 

3 chiefly US : a set of paper sheets for writing or drawing 
that are glued or fastened at one edge : pad ■ a writing tablet 

table talk noun [noncount] : informal conversation at a ta¬ 
ble or during a meal 

table tennis noun [noncount] : a game in which players 
stand at opposite ends of a table and use wooden paddles to 
hit a small plastic ball to each other across a net — compare 
PING-PONG 

ta-ble-top /'teib3l,ta:p/ noun, pi -tops [count] : the surface 
of a table 

— tabletop adj, always used before a noun ■ a tabletop game 
ta-ble-ware /'teibahwea*/ noun [noncount] formal : dishes, 

glasses, knives, forks, etc., that are used for serving and eat¬ 
ing food at a table 

table wine noun, pi ^ wines [count, noncount] : a wine 
that is not very expensive and that is used for ordinary meals 
tab* I Old /'t£e,bloid/ noun, pi -loids [count] : a newspaper 
that has pages about half the size of an ordinary newspaper 
and that typically contains many photographs and stories 
about famous people and other less serious news items ■ She 
is used to seeing her name in the tabloids. — compare 

BROADSHEET 

— tabloid adj, always used before a noun • tabloid journal¬ 
ism/reporters 

1 ta*bOO /ta'bu:/ adj [more most —]: not acceptable to talk 
about or do ■ Sex is a taboo subject for many people. ■ In this 
company, dating a coworker is considered taboo. 

2 tab00 noun, pi -boos [count] 

1 : a rule against doing or saying something in a particular 
culture or religion ■ religious/social taboos against drinking 
alcohol 

2 : something that is not acceptable to talk about or do 
: something that is taboo ■ Marrying a close relative is a ta¬ 
boo in many cultures. 

tab*U*lar /'tsebjaW adj : arranged in rows or columns in a 
table ■ data displayed in tabular form [=data displayed in a 
table] 

tab*u*late /'t£ebjg,leit/ verb -lates, -lat-ed; -lat-ing [+ obj] 
: to arrange information in an organized way so that it can 
be studied, recorded, etc. ■ Officials tabulated the scores. ■ A 
machine is used to tabulate the votes. 

— tab-u-la-tion /^sebja'lei/an/ noun [noncount] 
tach-O-graph /'t 2 ekg,gr 2 ef/ noun, pi -graphs [count] Brit 

: a device in a truck or similar vehicle that records the speed 
of the vehicle and the times when it is moving and not mov¬ 
ing 

ta*Chom*e*ter /tee'kaimgtay noun, pi -ters [count] techni¬ 
cal : a device that measures how fast something (such as a 
wheel) is turning — see picture at car; compare odome¬ 
ter, SPEEDOMETER 

tac-it /'tzesat/ adj, formal : expressed or understood without 
being directly stated ■ She felt that she had her parents’ tacit 
approval to borrow the car. ■ There was a tacit agreement 
that he would pay off the loan. 

— tac*it»ly adv ■ They felt that he had tacitly agreed to their 
proposal by not objecting to it. 

tac*i*turn/ , t2es3,ta , n/a(# [more most —]. formal : tending 

to be quiet : not speaking frequently • a somewhat taciturn 
young man 

— taC‘i‘tur*ni«ty /^zesa'tanati/ noun [noncount] 

1 tack /'tsek/ noun, pi tacks 

1 [count] a : a small, sharp nail usually with a wide, flat 
head • carpet tacks b US : thumbtack 

2 sailing a [count, noncount] : the direction that a ship or 
boat is sailing in as it moves at an angle to the direction of 
the wind ■ We were sailing on (a/the) port tack. [=with the 
wind coming from our port/left side] ■ the starboard tack b 
[count] : a change from one direction to another direction 
while sailing ■ a tack from port to starboard c [count] : the 


distance traveled while sailing in a particular direction ■ a 
long tack 

3 : a way in which you do something or try to do something 
[singular] He thought he should try a new/different tack, 
[noncount] The company decided to change tack. [=to try us¬ 
ing a different method/approach] 

4 [count] : a loose stitch that is used to hold pieces of cloth 
together before sewing them tightly together 

get down to brass tacks see brass 

— compare 3 tack 

2 tack verb tacks; tacked; tack-ing 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj] : to fas¬ 
ten or attach (something) with tacks ■ She tacked a poster on 
the wall. ■ A message was tacked to the board. 

2 [+ obj ]: to add on or attach (something) in a quick or care¬ 
less way — usually + on or onto ■ They tacked one more pro¬ 
vision onto the deal. ■ The porch looked like it was just 
tacked on/onto the house. 

3 [no obj] sailing : to turn a ship or boat so that the wind is 
coming at it from the opposite side ■ We had to tack repeat¬ 
edly as we sailed toward the harbor. 

3 tack noun [noncount] : the equipment (such as a saddle and a 
bridle) that is used for riding a horse — compare 'tack 
1 tack*le /'tsekal/ noun, pi tack-les 

1 [noncount] : equipment that is used for a particular activi¬ 
ty (especially fishing) ■ a box for fishing tackle ■ a tackle shop 
[=a shop that sells fishing equipment] 

2 [count] sports : the act of tackling another player: such as 
a American football or rugby : the act of forcing the player 
who has the ball to fall to the ground ■ He made two tackles 
in the first half. ■ He missed the tackle. [=he failed to make 
the tackle] b soccer, field hockey, etc. : the act of trying to 
get the ball from an opposing player 

3 [count] American football a : either one of two players on 
the offensive team who play in positions on the line of scrim¬ 
mage next to the guards b : either one of two players on 
the defensive team who play in positions near the center of 
the line of scrimmage — see also nose tackle 

4 [count, noncount] : an arrangement of ropes and wheels 
used for lifting or pulling something heavy — see also 
BLOCK AND TACKLE 

5 [noncount] Brit, informal : a man's sexual organs 
2 tackle verb tackles; tack-led; tack-ling [+ obj] 

1 a : to forcefully seize (someone) and cause that person to 
fall to the ground ■ The police officer tackled him as he tried 
to escape, b American football or rugby : to force (the play¬ 
er with the ball) to fall to the ground ■ He was tackled at the 
line of scrimmage. C soccer, field hockey, etc. : to try to get 
the ball from (an opposing player who has it) 

2 : to deal with (something difficult) ■ I’ll tackle my home¬ 
work later. ■ We found new ways to tackle the problem. 

— tack-ler /'tsekalay noun, pi -lers [count] 

tacky /'taeki/at# tack-i-er; -est [ako more most ~] 

1 : slightly wet and sticky ■ The paint is still a little tacky. 

2 informal a : having a cheap and ugly appearance : not 
tasteful or stylish ■ We got rid of that tacky old furniture/ 
wallpaper. ■ bright, tacky clothes ■ tacky souvenirs b chiefly 
US : not socially proper or acceptable ■ tacky behavior ■ a 
very tacky comment 

— tack-i-ness /'takings/ noun [noncount] ■ the tackiness of 
the newly painted walls ■ the tackiness of his bright clothes 

ta*CO /'ta:kou/ noun, pi -COS [count] : a Mexican food that 
consists of a folded and usually fried piece of thin bread 
(called a tortilla) that is filled with meat, cheese, lettuce, etc. 
tact /'takt/ noun [noncount] : the ability to do or say things 
without offending or upsetting other people ■ The peace 
talks required great tact on the part of both leaders. ■ I was 
surprised by his lack of tact. 

tact*ful /'taktfal/ adj [more most ~] : careful not to of¬ 
fend or upset other people : having or showing tact ■ He gave 
a tactful critique of her story. ■ It was tactful of her not to 
criticize me in front of my boss. 

— tact-fuMy /'tsektfgli/ adv • tactfully worded comments 
— tact-ful-ness noun [noncount] 

tac*tic /'Uektik/ noun, pi -tics 

1 [count] : an action or method that is planned and used to 
achieve a particular goal ■ an effective tactic for solving 
crimes ■ political tactics ■ We may need to change tactics. 

— see also delaying tactic 

2 tactics [plural] : the activity or skill of organizing and 
moving soldiers and equipment in a military battle ■ a spe¬ 
cialist in naval tactics 
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tac*ti*cal /'tfektikal/ ajj : of, relating to, or used for a spe- 
cific plan that is created to achieve a particular goal in war, 
politics, etc. ■ a tactical maneuver/procedure [=a maneuver/ 
procedure that is done to produce a particular result] ■ They 
gained a tactical advantage by joining with one of their com¬ 
petitors. ■ He made a serious tactical error. ■ tactical deci¬ 
sions/skills ■ The planes provided tactical air support for the 
soldiers on the ground. • tactical missiles/weapons [=missiles/ 
weapons that are designed to be used over a short distance in 
a military battle] 

— tac-ti-cal-ly /'tsektikli/ adv 

tac-ti-cian /tsek'tijan/ noun, pi -cians [count] : someone 
who is good at making plans in order to achieve particular 
goals ■ a brilliant political/military tactician 
taotile /'tsektj, Brit 't£ek,tail/ adj [more most —] formal 
: relating to the sense of touch ■ The thick brushstrokes give 
the painting a tactile quality. ■ visual and tactile experiences 
tact-less /'tsektlas/ adj [more most ~]: tending to offend 
or upset people : not showing or having tact ■ a tactless ques¬ 
tion/comment ■ a rude, tactless man 

— tact-less-ly adv ■ He tactlessly asked her how old she was. 
— tact-less-ness noun [noncount] 

tad /'tsed/ noun 

a tad informal 1 : a small amount ■ Move it a tad [-a bit] to 
the right. 2 : very slightly ■ I’m just a tad nervous. ■ He’s a 
tad taller than I am. 

tad-pole /'t£ed,pool/ noun, pi -poles [count] : a small crea¬ 
ture that becomes an adult frog or toad, that has a rounded 
body and a long tail, and that lives in water — called also 
( US ) polliwog 

tae kwon do or Tae Kwon Do /'tai'kwain'dou/ noun 
[noncount] : a style of fighting that originated in Korea and 
that uses kicks and punches but no weapons 
taf-fe-ta /'tsefata/ noun [noncount] : a stiff, shiny type of 
cloth that is used especially to make dresses 
taf-fy /'tEefi/ noun, pi taf-fies [count, noncount] US : a type 
of soft and chewy candy • saltwater taffy 
1 tag /'t£eg/ noun, pi tags 

1 [count] : a small piece of cloth, paper, metal, etc., that is at¬ 
tached to something and that has information written on it ■ 
a dog’s identification/ID tags ■ luggage tags • According to 
the tag, the shirt needs to be washed in cold water. — see 
also DOG TAG, NAME TAG, PRICE TAG 

2 [count] : a name or phrase that is used to describe someone 
or something ■ They started calling her “rich girl,” and the 
tag stayed with her until graduation. 

3 tags [plural] US a : a vehicle’s license plates ■ The police¬ 
man checked the car’s tags, b : small stickers on a vehicle’s 
license plates which show that the vehicle can legally be driv¬ 
en until a particular date 

4 [count] computers : a piece of computer code that is used 
to identify a particular type of text so that the text can be ar¬ 
ranged or shown in a certain way ■ HTML tags 

5 [count] : tag question 

- compare 3 tag 

2 tag verb tags; tagged; tag-ging [+ obj] 

1 : to put a tag on (something) ■ The items were tagged for 
the sale. 

2 : to name or describe (someone or something) in a speci¬ 
fied way : label • He was tagged (as) a miser for his careful 
spending. 

3 US, informal: to damage (someone else's property) by ille¬ 
gally writing or painting something (such as your name) on it 
: to write graffiti on (something) ■ Someone tagged the walls 
of the school. 

- compare 4 tag 

— tag-ger /'tsega 1 / noun, pi -gers [count] 

3 tag noun, pi tags 

1 [noncount] : a children’s game in which one player is called 
“it’’ and chases the other players to try to touch one of them 
and make that player “it” ■ Do you want to play tag? — see 
also PHONE TAG 

2 [count] baseball : the act of causing a base runner to be out 
by touching the runner with the ball : the act of tagging a 
runner ■ The catcher applied/made the tag for the last out of 
the game. 

- compare ‘tag 

4 tag verb tags; tagged; tagging [+ obj] 

1 : to touch (a player) in a game of tag ■ Tagl You’re it! 

2 baseball a : to cause (a base runner) to be out by touch¬ 
ing him or her with the ball ■ She was tagged out by the 
catcher, b : to put your foot on a base and stay there until a 


fly ball is caught before you begin to run to try to reach the 
next base ■ The runner at third tagged and tried to score on a 
fly ball to left field. — often + up ■ The runner tagged up and 
tried to score. 

tag along [phrasal verb] informal : to go somewhere with 
someone ■ “I’m going to the store.” “Would you mind if I 
tagged along with you?” 

- compare ^TAG 

tag-along /'teegagla:g/ noun, pi -alongs [count] US : a per¬ 
son who follows or goes somewhere with another person or 
group often in an annoying way • His little sister was some¬ 
times a tagalong on his outings with his friends. — see also 
tag along at 4 tag 

tag-line /'tsegjain/ noun, pi -lines [count] 

1 : a memorable phrase or sentence that is closely associated 
with a particular person, product, movie, etc. • the movie’s 
famous tagline 

2 : the words at the end of a joke, story, etc. : punch line 
tag question noun, pi ~ -tions [count] grammar : a brief 

question (such as “don’t you?” in “You know him, don’t 
you?”) that comes at the end of a statement usually to ask if 
the statement is correct 

tag sale noun, pi ~ sales [count] US : garage sale 
tag team noun, pi ~ teams [count] : a team of two or more 
professional wrestlers who take turns fighting during a 
match — often used figuratively ■ a political tag team 
tai Chi or t’ai chi or Tai Chi or T’al Chi /‘tai'tfi:/ noun 
[noncount] : a Chinese form of exercise that uses very slow 
and controlled movements 
1 tail /*teil/ noun, pi tails 

1 [count] : the part of an animal’s body that extends from the 
animal’s back end ■ a monkey with a long tail — see pictures 
at BIRD, HORSE 

2 [count] a : a long piece that extends from the back end or 
bottom of something ■ the tail of a kite ■ a comet’s tail — see 
also pigtails, ponytail, shirttail b : the back end of 
an airplane, helicopter, etc. — see picture at airplane 

3 tails [plural] : the back side of a coin : the side of a coin 
that is opposite the side which shows a picture of a person's 
head — usually used to refer to one of the two choices you 
can make when a coin is thrown in the air to decide some¬ 
thing ■ I call tails. ■ Is it heads or tails ? [=did the coin land 
with heads or tails facing up?] — compare ‘head 5 

4 tails [plural] : tailcoat ■ He wore a top hat and tails. 

5 [singular] informal: a person (such as a detective) who fol¬ 
lows or watches someone ■ They put a tail on the suspect. 
[=they had someone follow the suspect] 

bright-eyed and bushy-tailed see bright 
not make head or/nor tail of see ‘head 
on someone’s tail informal : following closely behind 
someone ■ The sheriff was hot on their tails, 
the tall wagging the dog informal — used to describe a sit¬ 
uation in which an important or powerful person, organi¬ 
zation, etc., is being controlled by someone or something 
that is much less important or powerful 
turn tail informal : to turn around and run away from dan¬ 
ger, trouble, etc. ■ He turned tail and ran from the fight. ■ 
You can’t just turn tail and run from your problems. 
with your tall between your legs : with a feeling of being 
embarrassed or ashamed especially because you have been 
defeated ■ He lost the fight and went home with his tail be¬ 
tween his legs. 

— tail-less /'teillas/ adj ■ tailless cats 
2 tail verb tails; tailed; tail-ing 

1 [+ obj] informal : to follow (someone) closely ■ The police 
had been tailing the suspect for several miles. ■ She is con¬ 
stantly tailed by the press. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
move in a line that is not straight ■ The pitch tailed away 
from the batter. 

tail back [phrasal verb] Brit, of vehicles : to form a line that 
moves slowly or not at all because of heavy traffic, an acci¬ 
dent, etc. ■ Traffic tailed back [-backed up] for miles. 
— see also tailback 2 

tail off [phrasal verb] : to become smaller or quieter in a 
gradual way ■ Our productivity tailed off last year. ■ She 
started to ask a question and then her voice tailed off', 
[-trailed off] 

tail-back /'teil,bEek/ noun, pi -backs [count] 

1 American football : a player on offense who runs with the 
ball and blocks : halfback 

2 Brit : a situation in which the flow of traffic is blocked and 
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a long line of vehicles forms ■ a traffic tailback [=(£/£') back¬ 
up ] — see also tail back at 2 tail 
tail-bone /'teil,boun/ noun, pi -bones [count] : the small 
bone at the end of the spine : COCCYX 
tail-coat /'teil,kout/ noun, pi -coats [count] : a formal jack¬ 
et that is worn by a man and that has a short front and a long 
back which divides into two pieces 
tailed /'teild/ adj : having a tail of a specified type — used in 
combination ■ a white-tailed deer ■ long -tailed monkeys 
tail end noun 

the tail end : the last part of something ■ I came late to the 
meeting and only caught the tail end. ■ the tail end of sum¬ 
mer ■ She is at the tail end of her career, 
tail fin noun, pi ~ fins [count] 

1 : a fin at the back end of a fish, whale, etc. 

2 : a decorative part on the back of a car that is shaped like a 
fish’s fin 

^ail-gate /'teil,geit/ noun, pi -gates [count] chiefly US : a 
door at the back of a vehicle (such as a station wagon or 
pickup truck) that opens downward and that can be lowered 
or removed to make it easier to load things into the vehicle 

— see also tailgate party 
2 tailgate verb -gates; -gat-ed; -gat-ing 

1 : to drive too closely behind another vehicle [no obj] He 
hit the car in front of him because he was tailgating. [+ obj] 
Someone was tailgating me. 

2 [no obj] US : to have a tailgate party ■ They started tailgat¬ 
ing at 10 o’clock. 

tailgate party noun, pi ^ -ties [count] US : a party in 
which people serve food and drinks from the back end of 
their vehicles usually in a parking lot before or after a major 
public event (such as a football game, a concert, etc.) 
tail-light /'teil,lait/ noun, pi -lights [count] : a red light at 
the back of a vehicle — see picture at car 
1 tai-lor /'teil Tt-I noun, pi -lors [count] : a person who makes 
men’s clothes (such as suits and jackets) that are measured 
to fit a particular person 
2 tailor verb -lors; -lored; -lor-ing [+ obj\ 

1 : to make (clothing that is measured to fit a particular per¬ 
son) ■ I had my suit tailored. 

2 : to make or change (something) so that it meets a special 
need or purpose ■ They tailored the show for/to younger au¬ 
diences. 

— tailored /'teil^d/ adj ■ He wore a nicely tailored suit. 
— tail-or-ing /'teilanp/ noun [noncount] ■ The store offers 
free tailoring. 

tai-lor—made Ateii^'meid/ adj 

1 : made by a tailor ■ a tailor-made suit 

2 : made or seeming to have been made for a particular per¬ 
son or purpose ■ The job is tailor-made [-perfect] for him. 

tail-pipe /'teil,paip/ noun, pi -pipes [count] chiefly US : 2 Ex- 
haust 2 

tail-spin /'teil.spin /noun [singular] 

1 : a condition in which an airplane is falling rapidly while 
turning around and around ■ The plane went into a tailspin. 
[=spin] 

2 : a state in which something quickly becomes much worse 
■ Stock prices are in a tailspin. • The team went into a tailspin 
and lost six straight games. ■ The news of his death sent her 
into a tailspin. [=caused her to become very unhappy, to lose 
control of her life, etc.] 

tail-wind /'teil,wind/ noun, pi -winds [count] : a wind that 
blows in the same direction as something (such as a ship or 
an airplane) that Ls moving forward — compare headwind 
1 taint /'temt/ verb taints; taint.ed; taint-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to hurt or damage the good condition of (something) — 
often used as (be) tainted • The reputation of the university 
has been tainted [= blemished', marred] by athletic scandals. ■ 
Their relationship was tainted with/by suspicion. 

2 : to make (something) dangerous or dirty especially by 
adding something harmful or undesirable to it • Bacteria had 
tainted [= contaminated, spoiled] the meat. — often used as 
(be) tainted ■ The water had been tainted by pesticides. 

— tainted adj ■ tainted food 

2 taint noun [singular] : something that causes a person or 
thing to be thought of as bad. dishonest, etc. — usually + of m 
a political career damaged by the taint of scandal 
1 take /'teik/ verb took /'tuk/; tak-en /'teikan/; tak-ing 
TTf obj] a : to carry or move (something) to a place ■ She 
took her things to her room. ■ It looks like rain. You had bet¬ 
ter take an umbrella with you. b : to carry and give (some¬ 


thing) to a person ■ Take this note to your teacher, please. = 
Take your teacher this note, please. C : to carry, move, or 
lead (someone) to a place ■ This bus takes you downtown. ■ 
Her office is down that hallway. I can take you there, if you 
want me to. ■ He was taken to the hospital by ambulance. ■ If 
you're going to the store, would you mind taking me (along) 
with you? ■ She took us for a ride in her new car. ■ He’s not 
the kind of guy you can take home to meet your parents. ■ I 
took him aside [=to a place that is away from other people] 
and told him what had happened. ■ She took her child to one/ 
the side and scolded him. — sometimes used figuratively ■ 
She took her team [=she helped her team go] to the state fi¬ 
nals. ■ Her landlord threatened to take her to court. [=to start 
a lawsuit against her; to sue her] - He took me to the clean¬ 
ers. [=he got most of my money in an unfair way] 

usage The verbs bring and take are sometimes used in a 
way that shows that they have opposite meanings. When 
this is true, bring suggests that something is moving toward 
someone or something, and take suggests that something is 
moving away. ■ Here, I brought you some flowers. ■ May I 
take your luggage to your room for you? 

2 [+ obj] : to begin to hold (someone or something) with 
your fingers, arms, etc. ■ I took the pen and signed my name. 

■ Take the pan by the handle. ■ He took her by the hand. ■ He 
took her hand and looked into her eyes. ■ She took her son in 
her arms. [=she put her arms around him] ■ Please, take a 
free sample. 

3 [+ obj] : to remove (something) from a place, a person’s 
hand, etc. — often + from • She took the letter (from him) 
and read it aloud. ■ He took a beer from the fridge. ■ We’ll 
have to take some blood from your arm. 

4 [+ obj] a : to get (something) : to gain possession of 
(something) ■ Thieves took [=stole] the painting from the mu¬ 
seum several years ago. ■ That man took my purse! • We will 
take [=seize, capture] the city at dawn. ■ Their land had been 
taken by force. ■ She took [= borrowed] her dad’s car without 
his permission. ■ I accidentally took your jacket instead of 
mine. ■ Military leaders took control of the government in 
2002. ■ I have my pride, and no one can take that (away) from 
me. [=no one can cause me to lose my pride] ■ I did all the 
work, and she took the credit. [=she allowed people to be¬ 
lieve that she did the work] b : to claim (someone or some¬ 
thing) as your own — usually used as (be) taken ■ “Excuse 
me. Is this chair free?" “No, I’m sorry. It’.s taken." [=someone 
else is planning to sit in the chair] ■ ( somewhat old-fashioned) 
She can’t be your girlfriend because she’j already taken. 
[=she is already someone else’s girlfriend] 

5 [+ obj] : to cause (someone) to be your prisoner ■ They took 
us as hostages. = They took us hostage. ■ Three soldiers were 
taken prisoner/captive. 

6 [+ obj] : to cause (someone) to die ■ She was taken [=she 
died] in her prime. : to cause (someone’s life) to end ■ The 
plane crash took the lives of all the people on board. ■ He 
took his own life. [=he killed himself] 

7 [+ obj] a : to borrow or use (a phrase, an idea, etc., that 
was created by a different person or used in a different 
place) — usually + from ■ a quotation taken from Shakes¬ 
peare ■ The album’s title is taken from [=it is the same as] a 
line in the album’s first song. ■ The builders took their inspi¬ 
ration from [=the builders were inspired by] the Acropolis in 
Athens, b : to begin to have (a particular shape or form) ■ 
The college took its present form after World War II. ■ The 
plan is finally starting to take form/shape. [=to have a defi¬ 
nite arrangement] 

8 [+ obj]: to choose to have (something) ■ He’ll have the fish 
and I’ll take the chicken. ■ Do you take cream in your coffee? 

■ You can have either one. Take your pick. [=choose whichev¬ 
er one you want] 

9 [+ obj] a : to accept or receive (something) as payment or 
as a response ■ Do you take credit cards? ■ an elected official 
accused of taking bribes ■ (Brit) The restaurant took [=(t/S r ) 
took in] an enormous amount of money in its first week of 
business. • I was hoping they would pay me more, but at this 
point I’ll take what I can get. ■ I insist that you come to my 
party, and I won’t take no for an answerl b : to accept 
(something, such as blame, credit, or responsibility) ■ I take 
full responsibility for what happened. ■ No one else was will¬ 
ing to take the blame/rap (for what happened). • I did the 
work and he took all the credit. 

10 [+ obj] : to allow (someone) to join a club, to attend a 
school, to become part of a relationship, etc. ■ The school 
takes [=admits] just 20 students a year. ■ The doctor’s office is 
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not taking [= accepting ] any new patients. ■ 0 old-fashioned) It 
is time for you to take a wife/husband. [=to get married] 
— see also take on (below) 

11 [+ obj ]: to be able to hold (a number of people or things) 

: to have enough room for (something) ■ I think the elevator 
will take a few more people. 

12 [+ obj\ a : to need or require (something) ■ What size 
shoe do you take! ■ It took four people to move the couch. ■ 
What would it take to get you to buy this car? • It will take 
several years to finish the bridge. = The bridge will take sev¬ 
eral years to finish. ■ Do you have what it takes [=do you 
have the skills and personality] to do this job? ■ The new col¬ 
or is nice, but it’ll take some getting used to. [=1 will need to 
get used to it] ■ Be patient. These things take (a lot of) time. 
[=a lot of time needs to pass before they happen or are fin¬ 
ished] • Keeping everyone happy does take a lot of doing. = It 
takes some doing. [=it requires a lot of work] b The 
phrases it takes two and it takes two to tango are used to say 
that two people or groups are needed in order to do some¬ 
thing. ■ Both of you should be punished for fighting. It takes 
two, you know. ■ We’d like to continue negotiating, but it 
takes two to tango —we can’t solve this problem by ourselves. 

13 [+ obj] : to do or perform (something) ■ Let’s take a walk. 
[=let’s walk] ■ He’s taking a shower [=he’s showering] up¬ 
stairs. • Take a look/peek/gander at this. ■ How old do you 
think I am? Take a guess. ■ The kids take their naps around 
one o’clock. ■ He took a bite of his sandwich. ■ Take a deep 
breath and try to calm down. ■ We are taking a tour of the 
building tomorrow. ■ They took a pledge never to tell anyone 
their secret. ■ It’s time for you to take a stand [=to express 
your opinion] and tell them that things need to change. 

14 [+ obj\ : to get (a drug, pill, etc.) into your body by swal¬ 
lowing it, breathing it in, etc. ■ Take one of these pills in the 
morning and one before bedtime. ■ She refuses to take her 
medicine. ■ She stopped taking drugs [=she stopped using il¬ 
legal drugs] years ago. 

15 [+ obj] : to sit or stand in (a particular place) : to move 
into position on (a stage, field, etc.) ■ Please take a seat. 
[=please sit down] ■ I took my place next to her at the table. ■ 
The actors took their places on the stage. ■ They took the 
stage for their final bow. ■ The home team is now taking the 
field. ■ Will the next witness please take the stand? ■ She took 
the witness stand. ■ The senator from Nevada would now like 
to take the floor. [=to begin speaking at a public meeting] 

16 [+ obj \: to create or record (a picture or image) ■ She took 
our picture in front of the waterfall. ■ Our new camera takes 
beautiful pictures. ■ The doctor wants to take an X-ray of 
your leg. ■ They arrested him and took his fingerprints. 

17 [+ obj] a : to find out (a person’s temperature, height, 
etc.) ■ The last time we took his temperature, it was 102 de¬ 
grees. ■ The nurse weighed me and took my blood pressure. ■ 
Before the seamstress can make your dress, she has to take 
your measurements, b : to find out and write down (infor¬ 
mation) ■ He took my name and number and said he would 
call me back, c : to create (a list or a record of informa¬ 
tion) ■ I can’t come to class today. Would you mind taking 
notes for me? ■ The census we took last year shows that our 
population is growing very rapidly. ■ We took an inventory at 
the store yesterday to find out what we need to order. 

18 [+ obj] a : to travel using (a road, vehicle, etc.) ■ We took 
the highway into the city. ■ She had to take a different route 
home. ■ He takes the subway to work, b : to turn toward (a 
particular direction) ■ Take a right [=tum right] at the next 
stop light. ■ Take your first left and go straight for a mile. ■ 
We took a wrong turn [=went the wrong way; turned in the 
wrong direction] and got lost. 

19 [+ obj] : to move on or over (something) in a particular 
way ■ He took the stairs [=went up/down the stairs] two at a 
time. ■ She took the curve too fast and the car skidded. 

20 [+ obj] a : to agree to do or have (a job, role, etc.) ■ He 
took a job as a janitor at the high school. ■ She hasn’t decided 
if she is going to take the position or not. ■ I took a few over¬ 
time shifts this month. ■ He took the role of Romeo in the 
play. ■ She says that parents should be taking a more active 
role in their children’s education. [=should be more actively 
involved in their children’s education] ■ The former governor 
took office [=became governor] in 1998. ■ She was the first 
woman to take her seat [=to begin her official duties as a 
member] in Parliament, b Brit : to teach (a person or class) 
or lead (a religious service) ■ The new teacher took us for En¬ 
glish. ■ She took a class of eight children. ■ The vicar won’t be 
able to take the early service. 

21 [+ obj] : to study (a subject) or participate in (a class) as a 


student ■ Her parents made her take piano lessons when she 
was 10. • He takes both French and Spanish. ■ I took five 
classes last semester. ■ I’m taking a course on world history. 

22 [+ obj] : to complete (a test or exam) • If you fail the first 
time, you have to take the test again. 

23 [+ obj] of a machine : to use or need (something) in order 
to work ■ What size batteries does the flashlight take! ■ a car 
that takes diesel 

24 [+ obj] : to use (something) for a particular purpose ■ The 
team’s coaches decided to take another approach. ■ Let me 
take this opportunity to thank everyone for coming. ■ Harsh 
measures were taken to reduce crime in the city. • I suggest 
you take his advice. ■ They never took the time [=bothered] to 
get to know her. 

25 [+ obj] : to accept (the power to deal with something): to 
accept control of (something) ■ She was chosen to take 
charge/control of the organization. • I’ll get you started, and 
you take it \-take over] from there. ■ Citizens are discouraged 
from taking the law into their own hands. [=punishing people 
for breaking laws even though they have no right to punish 
them] 

26 [+ obj] Brit : to make (a decision) with authority ■ The 
committee will take [=make] their decision next week. 

27 [+ obj] : to deal with or consider (something) ■ The gover¬ 
nor will give a statement and then take questions from re¬ 
porters. * Will you take this call? ■ Cases will be taken in or¬ 
der of importance. ■ Let’s take first things first ■ We’ll see 
what happens and take it as it comes. ■ I’ll need a long time 
to recover, so I’m just taking (it) one day at a time. 

28 [+ obj] a : to understand or think about (something or 
someone) in a certain way ■ I don’t quite know how to take 
that comment. ■ He said that I was full-figured, and I took it 
as a compliment. • No one took her literally/seriously when 
she said that she was going to quit. ■ He takes himself too se¬ 
riously. "He says unkind things to everyone. Try not to take 
it personally. [=to be offended or upset by what he said] ■ 
Don’t take this the wrong way [=do not be offended by this], 
but I think you could find a better boyfriend. • When it start¬ 
ed to rain, we took it as a sign [=we believed that the rain 
was a sign] that we should go home. ■ Can’t you take a hint? 
[=understand that I am trying to give you a hint?] ■ I take it 
[=(more formally) assume, suppose] that you didn’t get my 
message. ■ So, you’re staying here, I take it. ■ I know it’s just 
gossip, so I take it for what it’s worth. [=1 do not strongly be¬ 
lieve that it is true or important] b : to react to (someone or 
something) in a certain way ■ I was surprised by how well she 
took the news. • He took it pretty badly/hard [=he was very 
upset] when his dog died. ■ She doesn’t take such things light¬ 
ly. [=she acts as though such things are very important] 

29 [+ obj] : to think about (something or someone) as an ex¬ 
ample ■ They just want attention. For instance, take the way 
they wear their hair. ■ Take last year’s record high tempera¬ 
tures, for example. ■ The system isn’t working properly. Take 
the case of Jane Smith. 

30 [+ obj] : to think of (someone or something) as a particu¬ 
lar type of person or thing — usually + for ■ Oh, you’re not 
Jill. Excuse me. I took you for [=mistakenly thought you 
were] an old friend of mine. ■ Of course we know how to do 
it. Do you take us for idiots? [=do you think we are idiots?] ■ 
“Can you finish everything in two hours?" “Two hours?! 
Who do you take me fort Superman?” [=do you think I’m 
Superman?] 

31 [+ obj] : to believe (something that someone tells you) ■ 
Take it from me. [=believe me] He would love to go to the 
concert with you. ■ Okay, I’ll take your word for it [=1 will 
believe that what you say is true] ■ You don’t have to take my 
word for it. Ask him yourself. ■ She can’t take a compliment 
[=she does not believe that the nice things said about her are 
true] 

32 [+ obj] a : to begin to have (an opinion, interest, etc.) ■ 
She has yet to take a position on the issue. ■ The program in¬ 
spires young people to take an interest [=become interested] 
in current events. ■ They take a dim view [=have a negative 
opinion] of the country’s current foreign policy. ■ She took a 
dim view of his behavior, b : to ask people to make choices 
or give opinions in (a vote, poll, etc.) ■ They took a survey of 
shoppers to find out which brands people liked best. ■ I think 
we should take a vote [=should vote] about what to do. 

33 a [+ obj] : to feel or experience (an emotion) ■ Please 
don’t take offense. [=please don’t be offended] ■ Investors 
took fright [=suddenly became afraid] at the news and pulled 
their money. — often + in or to ■ His grandparents took spe¬ 
cial pleasure in [=were very pleased by] seeing him graduate 
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from college. ■ It’s important to take pride in your work. ■ I 
take comfort/solace in the fact that others have had to go 
through the same thing. ■ She takes an instant dislike to [=she 
instantly dislikes] anyone who tries to sell her something, b 
If you are taken ill/sick or (US) take ill/sick, you suddenly 
become ill. ■ He and I both took ill after eating the fish. ■ Sev¬ 
eral other customers also were taken ill/sick. 

34 [+ obj ] a : to experience or be affected by (something 
unpleasant) ■ Everyone will have to take a pay cut. ■ She had 
to take a two-stroke penalty. ■ The ship sunk after taking 
[^sustaining] a direct hit. ■ He took several punches to the 
head. ■ He took quite a beating. ■ “ Take that,” she said as she 
slapped him in the face, b : to experience (something bad 
or unpleasant) without being seriously harmed ■ These shoes 
have taken [=withstood] a lot of punishment. — often used in 
negative statements ■ These plants can’t take [=tolerate] the 
cold. ■ You no longer have to take [=endure] the pain of ar¬ 
thritis. — sometimes used in an exaggerated way ■ What hap¬ 
pens next? I can’t take the suspense. ■ I can’t take this noise 
anymore! c : to accept the difficulty or unpleasantness of 
(something or someone) without complaining or making 
changes 1 1 wouldn’t take [=tolerate] that kind of rudeness 
from anyone. ■ I’m not going to take it anymore! ■ Are you 
just going to sit there and take it? ■ Don’t take It lying down. 
Do something about it. ■ I thought she would be upset, but 
she’s taking it in stride. [=not upset about it] ■ Stop crying 
and take it like a man. ■ I wasn’t being serious. Can’t you take 
a Joke ? [=can’t you laugh at a joke that is about you?] ■ He’s 
a little hard to take sometimes. [=he is sometimes a little 
rude, annoying, etc.] 

35 [+ obj] : to become known by (someone) in a certain way 
■ Her reaction took me by surprise. [=surprised me] ■ The lat¬ 
est band taking the country by storm [=quickly becoming 
very popular throughout the country] is a Swedish group. 

36 [+ obj] : to be liked or enjoyed by (someone) : to delight 
(someone) — used as (be) taken ; usually + with or by ■ He 
was quite taken with her at their first meeting. ■ None of us 
was completely taken with the idea of staying there for an en¬ 
tire month. ■ The critic was so taken by the restaurant that 
she gave it four stars out of a possible five. 

37 [+ obj] : to be the cause of (damage, suffering, etc.) ■ She 
vowed to take (her) revenge against him. ■ She swore that she 
would take vengeance on him. ■ The storm took its toll. [=the 
storm did a lot of damage] ■ A war could take a terrible toll 
on the economy. 

38 [+ obj] a : to win or get (something) in a game, contest, 
etc. ■ She sang well enough to take first prize in her high 
school’s talent contest. ■ He took second place behind last 
year’s winner. ■ They took an 8-6 lead in the seventh inning. ■ 
The number 20 car took the lead with one lap to go. ■ They 
took home the championship for the third year in a row. ■ 
Let’s play one more round. Winner takes all. [=the winner of 
this round will win the whole contest] b : to beat or defeat 
(someone) in a game, fight, etc. ■ She took her opponent in 
the second round. ■ He’s not that big. I think I can take him. 

39 [+ obj] : to cause (someone or something) to move to a 
particular level or area of activity ■ They decided to take the 
company public. ■ Are you ready to take your business to the 
next level? ■ When taken to extremes, their philosophy can 
have negative consequences. 

40 [+ obj] : to go to a safe or calm place for (shelter, cover, 
etc.) " If it rains, we can take shelter in the clubhouse. ■ Here 
come the bombers! Take cover! ■ a quiet place to take refuge 

41 [no obj] : to be effective or become established ■ Clearly, 
the lesson he had tried to teach them didn’t take. [=they 
didn’t learn the lesson] ■ We are waiting to see if the heart 
transplant takes. 

42 [+ obj] : to be able to have (something) when treated in a 
particular way ■ a surface that takes a fine/high polish 

43 [+ obj] grammar : to appear or be used with (something) “ 
Transitive verbs take an object while intransitive verbs do 
not. ■ Most words that end in “sh,” such as “brush” and 
“wish,” take “es” in their plural forms. 

44 [+ obj] mathematics : subtract — often + away ■ When 
you take two (away) from five you get three. 

In addition to the phrases shown below, take occurs in 
many idioms that are shown at appropriate entries 
throughout the dictionary. For example, take a backseat 
can be found at backseat and take the cake can be 
found at X CAKE. 

take aback [phrasal verb] take (someone) aback : to surprise 
or shock (someone) — usually used as (be) taken aback ■ 


When I told him my answer, he seemed taken aback. 
[=shocked] — often + by ■ He was taken aback by her an¬ 
swer. 

take action : to do something : to act in order to get a par¬ 
ticular result ■ The committee is ready to take action. • If 
we fail to take action [=fail to act], many innocent people 
could be hurt. ■ She is threatening to take legal action 
against the company, ^threatening to sue the company] 

take after [phrasal verb] take after (someone) : to be like 
(someone, such as a parent) : to resemble (someone) • He 
takes after his father in height and build. ■ “She’s such a 
sweet child.” “Yes. She takes after her mother.” 

take against [phrasal verb] take against (someone or some¬ 
thing) Brit, somewhat old-fashioned : to begin to dislike 
(someone or something) ■ They took against her for no ap¬ 
parent reason. 

take a lot out of you 4- If something takes a lot out of you or 
(Brit) takes it out of you, it requires a lot of work or energy 
and causes you to feel physically or emotionally tired. ■ 
That interview really took a lot out of me. 

take apart [phrasal verb] 1 take apart (something) or take 
(something) apart : to remove or separate the parts of 
(something) ■ They practiced taking apart [=disassembling] 
their rifles and putting them back together again. ■ Help 
me take this puzzle apart. 2 take apart (something) or 
take (something) apart : to talk about the different parts of 
(an idea, story, etc.) often in order to criticize it ■ He takes 
apart the theory and shows its weaknesses. 3 take apart 
(someone) or take (someone) apart chiefly Brit : to badly 
beat (a person or team) in a game or contest ■ The champi¬ 
on really took the challenger apart in the second round. 

take away [phrasal verb ] 1 take away (someone or some¬ 
thing) or take (someone or something) away : to remove 
(someone or something) : to cause (someone or some¬ 
thing) to go away, to no longer exist, to no longer be held, 
etc. ■ “ Take him away\" said the queen. • He was trying to 
taJce the ball away from the dog. ■ A new store would take 
business away from existing stores in the area. ■ Her par¬ 
ents threatened to take away her driving privileges. ■ If you 
take away [=if you do not consider] his fancy clothes, he’s a 
rather ordinary person. ■ The beautiful new theater took 
my breath away. [=it made me feel surprised and excited] 
2 take away (something) or take (something) away a : to 
remember (something) for possible use in the future — 
usually + from • What lesson can we take away from this? 
b Brit : to buy (food that is cooked in a restaurant) and 
carry it to another place ■ We sell hot food to take away. 
[ =(US) we sell hot food for takeout] 3 take it away infor¬ 
mal : to start playing or singing music ■ Take it away, An¬ 
nie! 4 take away from [phrasal verb] take away from 
(something) : to reduce the value or importance of (some¬ 
thing) ■ The ugly door takes away from [=detracts from] the 
beauty of the house. ■ She made a few mistakes during her 
speech, but that didn’t taJce away from her overall message. 
— see also 1 take 44 (above) 

take back [phrasal verb] 1 take back (someone or some¬ 
thing) or take (someone or something) back a : to return 
(something or someone) ■ If you bought any of these toys, 
take them back to the store for a full refund. ■ Waiter, this 
soup is terrible. Please take it back. [=retum it to the kitch¬ 
en] " I took him back to his apartment, b : to accept or re¬ 
ceive (someone or something) again • They wouldn’t take 
back the dress because I didn’t have the receipt. ■ His wife 
left him but he decided to take her back. 2 take (some¬ 
one) back : to cause (someone) to remember a time or 
event — usually + to ■ This meal takes me back to [=it 
makes me remember] our vacation in Mexico. ■ a song that 
takes you back to your childhood 3 take back (some¬ 
thing) or take (something) back: to say that you did not re¬ 
ally mean (something that you said) ■ My mom is not fat! 
Take it back). ■ He refused to take back what he said. 

take down [phrasal verb] take down (something) or take 
(something) down 1 : to remove (something) from the 
place where it is hanging or standing ■ She took the books 
down from the shelf. ■ I need to take down those curtains 
and bring them to the dry cleaner’s. ■ Take down that terri¬ 
ble picture of me. ■ Please, take it down. ■ He took down the 
old shed and built a new one. 2 : to lower but not remove 
(something) • The doctor asked him to take down [=pull 
down ] his pants. 3 : to write (something) ■ He took her 
phone number down on a napkin. ■ Did you take down the 
car’s license number? 

take in [phrasal verb ] 1 take in (someone) or take (some- 
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one) In a : to allow (a person or animal) to stay in your 
house, hotel, etc. ■ The family started taking in boarders to 
make ends meet. ■ The homeless shelter takes in women 
and children. ■ They agreed to take him in for the summer. 

■ taking in stray cats b : to take (someone) to a police sta¬ 
tion ■ The police took him in for driving while drunk. ■ The 
suspects were taken in for questioning, c : to trick or de¬ 
ceive (someone) — often used as (be) taken in ■ He was tak¬ 
en in by a man who said he was collecting money for a 
charity. 2 take In (something) or take (something) In a 
: to make (a piece of clothing) smaller or shorter ■ I lost 
weight and had to take in my pants. ■ I had to take them in 
at the waist. — opposite let out at 'LET b US : to receive 
(something) as payment or earnings ■ The restaurant has 
been taking in [=(Brit ) taking ] thousands of dollars a night. 

■ They couldn't take enough money in to stay in business. 
C : to allow (water, air, etc.) to enter your body ■ She stood 
on the shore taking in the salty sea air. d : to look at and 
think about (something) ■ We spent the hour talking and 
taking in the view. ■ You'll have plenty of time to take in all 
the sights, e : to learn about and try to understand 
(something) ■ We paused to take in the situation. ■ It’s hard 
to take all this information in at once. ■ We need to take in 
all the options before making a decision, f : to watch (a 
show, game, etc.) ■ If we have time after dinner, I thought 
maybe we could take in a movie, g : to include (a place) 
among the places that you go to ■ Our trip to New York 
City will take in several museums. = We will take in [=vwi/] 
several museums on our trip to New York City. 

take It or leave It 1 — used to say that you will not make a 
better offer than the one you have made ■ I’ll give you $500 
for the camera, but that’s my final offer. Take it or leave it. 

2 — used to say that you do not care about or are not ex¬ 
cited about something ■ “Do you like lobster?” “I can take 
it or leave it." [=1 neither strongly like nor dislike lobster] 

take It upon/on yourself : to do something that needs to be 
done even though no one has asked you to do it ■ Thank 
you for taking it upon yourself to organize the meeting. 

take long : to require or use a long amount of time ■ It 
didn’t take long to realize that something was wrong. ■ Hur¬ 
ry up. You’re taking too long. ■ What’s taking so long ? 

take note or take notice : to notice or pay attention to 
something ■ The news made them sit up and take notice. 
[=suddenly give full attention to something] — often + of “ 
She took note of[=noted] the exact time. ■ No one remem¬ 
bers taking notice of her [=no one remembers noticing her] 
at the party. 

take off \phrasal verb] 1 a : to suddenly go somewhere • 
She took off without even saying goodbye. ■ Where did you 
take off to? [=where did you go?] b take off after (some¬ 
one or something) US : to start to move quickly in order to 
catch (someone or something) ■ If my dog sees a cat, she’ll 
take off after \=chase] it. • He jumped in his car and took off 
after them. 2 : to begin to fly ■ Please sit down. The 
plane’s about to take off. ■ They took off and landed safely. 

3 : to quickly become very successful or popular ■ Her ca¬ 
reer took off after she won an Oscar for best supporting ac¬ 
tress. • Our business is really starting to take off. 4 take off 
(something) or take (something) off a : to remove (some¬ 
thing) ■ I took my boots off and put on some slippers. ■ Al¬ 
ways take off your makeup before going to bed. ■ Take that 
smile off your face! [=stop smiling] ■ This new diet will take 
inches off your waist and hips. ■ Please take your hands off 
me. [=stop touching or holding me] ■ I can’t take my eyes 
off [=1 cannot stop looking at] that beautiful ring of yours! 

■ Hiring more teachers would help take the pressure off 
[=reduce the amount of stress felt by] our staff. ■ Her show 
was taken off the air [=it was no longer shown on TV] after 
three seasons. ■ The toy was taken off the market [=it was 
stopped from being sold] for safety reasons, b : to reduce 
the price of something by (a specified amount) ■ You can 
take 20 percent off everything in the store. ■ They took 
$3,000 off the original price of the car. c : to spend (an 
amount of time) away from a job or activity • He took the 
day off and went to the beach. ■ I took two weeks off (work) 
to visit my family. ■ I haven’t taken any time off yet this 
year. 5 take (someone) off (something) a : to tell (some¬ 
one) to stop using (something, such as a medicine) ■ The 
doctor took her off the drug and put her on a new one. ■ He 
took himself off his medication. [=he stopped using it] ■ tak¬ 
ing a patient off a ventilator b : to tell (someone) to no 
longer work on (something) ■ The newspaper’s editor took 
her off the story. ■ He was taken off the project. 6 take off 


(someone) or take (someone) off Brit : to copy (someone) 
usually in order to make other people laugh ■ He can take 
off [-mimic , imitate] our teacher perfectly. — see also 
TAKEOFF 

take on \phrasal verb] 1 take on (something) or take (some¬ 
thing) on a : to begin to deal with (something, such as a 
job or responsibility) • I don’t have time to take on any new 
responsibilities right now. ■ We are depending on you to 
take on this important assignment. ■ Her willingness to take 
on new challenges is admirable, b : to begin to have (a 
particular quality or appearance) ■ Her writings took on 
new meaning after her death. ■ In the evening, the plaza 
takes on a different air/aura. ■ stories in which animals take 
on human attributes ■ The story was broadcast throughout 
the world and began to take on a life of Its own. [=to be¬ 
come very large, important, and hard to control] ■ The sto¬ 
ry has taken on mythic proportions. [=it has become very 
famous or important] 2 take on (someone or something) 
or take (someone or something) on a : to fight or struggle 
with (someone or something) ■ Police have been taking on 
the neighborhood’s drug dealers. ■ She’s not afraid to take 
on her critics/detractors directly. ■ They will need lots of 
money and resources to take on the tobacco companies. 
: to criticize or argue against (someone or something) ■ She 
takes on the country’s current foreign policy in her new 
book. ■ taking on sexism in the music industry b : to com¬ 
pete against (a person, team, etc.) ■ The Yankees are set to 
take on the Red Sox at Yankee Stadium tonight. ■ She took 
him on in a game of tennis, c : to allow (someone or 
something) to enter ■ The train took on a few more passen¬ 
gers before leaving the city. ■ The ship sprung a leak and 
began to take on water. [=water began getting into the ship] 
3 take on (someone) or take (someone) on : to accept 
(someone) as an employee, client, etc. ■ I’m sorry, but the 
doctor isn’t taking on [staking] any new patients. ■ She 
agreed to take him on as an assistant. 

take out \phrasal verb] 1 take (something) out or take out 
(something) a : to remove (something) from a thing, 
place, or person ■ She had her tonsils taken out when she 
was ten years old. ■ Remove the board and take out all the 
nails. : to move (something) from the place that held, en¬ 
closed, or hid it ■ Please take out a pencil and begin the test. 
■ Please take your homework out. ■ I forgot to take out the 
garbage [=to bring it outside] this morning, b : to get 
(something, such as insurance, a loan, etc.) by a standard 
process or series of steps : to make the arrangements, pay¬ 
ments, etc., that are required for (something) ■ All drivers 
in the state must take out insurance on their vehicles. ■ 
They had to take out a second mortgage on their home. ■ 
They took out ads in several magazines and newspapers, c 
: to borrow or rent (something) from a store, library, etc. ■ 
She took out a couple of books from the library, d : to de¬ 
stroy (something) ■ Our mission is to take out two enemy 
targets. ■ She swerved off the road and took out a telephone 
pole. 2 take (someone) out or take out (someone) a : to 
go with (someone you have invited) to a restaurant, party, 
etc. ■ Can I take you out sometime? ■ teenagers taking each 
other out on dates ■ They took us out for/to lunch, b : to 
cause (a person or team) to no longer be part of a competi¬ 
tion ■ He took his opponent out in the first 60 seconds of 
the match. ■ Our team was taken out in the second round 
of competition. 3 take (something) out on (someone) 

If you take your anger, frustration, etc., out on someone, 
you treat someone badly because you feel angry, frustrat¬ 
ed, etc. ■ workers who go home and take their frustration 
out on their families ■ I’m sorry you didn’t get the job, but 
don’t take it out on me. [=don’t treat me badly because you 
are disappointed] — see also TAKEOUT 

take over \phrasal verb] take over or take over (something) 
or take (something) over 1 : to start doing (something 
that someone has stopped doing) ■ Here, you take over stir¬ 
ring the soup while I start making the salad. ■ Take over for 
me for a while. 2 : to become the person who has control 
of (something) ■ Since she has taken over the company, 
productivity and profits have soared. • Military leaders 
took over the government in 2002. ■ They took over in 2002. 
— see also takeover 

take sides or take someone’s side : to agree with or sup¬ 
port one person or group and not another ■ She refuses to 
take sides on the issue. ■ When my sister and I fight, our 
dad always takes her side. ■ Why do you always take her 
side? ■ The government responded by taking the side of the 
consumer. 
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take through [phrasal verb] take (someone) through (some¬ 
thing) : to tell (someone) how (something) happens or is 
done by explaining the details of each step ■ I asked him to 
take [-lead, walk] me through his daily exercise regimen. ■ 
Take me through that day hour by hour. [=tell me what 
happened each hour of that day] 
take to [phrasal verb] 1 take to (something) : to go to or 
into (a place) ■ They grabbed their weapons and took to the 
hills. ■ Thousands of people took to the streets in protest. 
[=went out into the streets to protest] ■ He took to the air¬ 
waves [=he spoke on the radio] with his message. 2 take 
to (someone or something) : to begin to like (someone or 
something) ■ I took to her as soon as she smiled at me. ■ 
Many students have not taken well to the new school uni¬ 
forms. ■ He tried skiing and took to it immediately. [=he 
quickly learned how to ski and liked doing it] ■ She took to 
horseback riding like a duck (takes) to water. [=she 
learned it in a very easy and natural way] ■ ( informal) They 
don’t take kindly to strangers [=they don’t like strangers] 
around here. 3 take to (doing something) : to begin (do¬ 
ing something) as a habit ■ He took to drinking after he lost 
his job. ■ She had taken to sleeping on the floor. ■ We’ve tak¬ 
en to calling him “Mr. Dependable.” 4 take (something) 
to (someone or something) : to use (something) to do 
something to (someone or something) * Someone needs to 
take a mop to this floor. [=someone needs to mop this 
floor] ■ I took an ax to the dead tree in front of my house. 
[=1 cut down the dead tree with an ax] ■ He was criticized 
for taking a belt to his children. [=hitting his children with 
a belt] 

take up [phrasal verb] 1 take up or take up (something) or 
take (something) up : to begin (something) again : to con¬ 
tinue (something) after you or another person stops ■ She 
took up [= picked up] the story where he left off. ■ He is hop¬ 
ing that he and his ex-girlfriend can take up [=that they can 
continue their relationship] where they left off. 2 take up 
(something) : to fill (an area, amount of time, etc.) com¬ 
pletely or almost completely ■ The new couch takes up half 
of the room. ■ I don’t want to take up too much of your 
time, but I do have a few questions. ■ The entire day was 
taken up by/with meetings. ■ We don’t use this table for 
anything. It’s just taking up space. 3 take up (something) 
or take (something) up a : to begin studying or practicing 
(an activity, subject, instrument, etc.) usually as a hobby ■ I 
was thinking about taking up skiing/dancing/photography. 
■ She took up the guitar at age 11. ■ taking up art lessons b 
: to begin to deal with (a problem, an issue, etc.) ■ The 
cause of global warming has been taken up by many celeb¬ 
rities recently. ■ The court took up the question of how to 
deal with companies that break the law. • He seemed will¬ 
ing to take up [=take on] the challenge. C : to begin to 
have (a new job, home, etc.) ■ He will take up his post [=be- 
gin working at his new post/job] at the beginning of the 
year. ■ She went to France and took up residence in Paris. 
[=became a resident of Paris; began living in Paris] ■ She 
took up [=she began to lead] the life of an artist. = She took 
up life as an artist. ■ Two men with guns had taken up 
(their) positions on the roof, d somewhat old-fashioned 
: to begin to use (something) ■ They took up hammers and 
nails and went to work building the house. ■ Once again, 
they took up arms [=picked up weapons and became ready 
to fight] to defend their country, e : to make (something, 
such as a piece of clothing) shorter ■ Can you take the legs 
of these pants up two inches? f : to lift and remove 
(something) ■ We took up the carpet in the living room and 
replaced it with hardwood flooring, g : to gather (money, 
clothes, etc.) from many different people or places • They 
are taking up a collection for the homeless shelter. 4 take 
(someone) up on (something) : to make an agreement with 
(someone) to accept (an offer) ■ “Can I buy you a drink?’’ 
“Sure, I’ll take you up on that." ■ We took the company up 
on its offer to replace the computer for free. 5 take 
(something) up with (someone) : to talk about (something, 
such as a problem) with (someone) ■ If you have a prob¬ 
lem, please take it up with one of our managers. ■ Have you 
taken this up with your mother yet? 6 take up with (some¬ 
one) : to begin a friendly or romantic relationship with 
(someone) ■ After her divorce, she took up with a younger 
man. — see also take-up 
- see also give-and-take 
2 take noun, pi takes [count] 

1 a : the way that a particular person thinks about or under¬ 
stands something : a distinct point of view — often + on • 


What’s your take on what happened? [=what do you think 
about what happened?] ■ I had a different take on the experi¬ 
ence. ■ She has an unusual take on life, b : a particular way 
of dealing with or treating something — usually + on ■ Audi¬ 
ences seem to be enjoying the film’s modem take on Dick¬ 
ens’ famous story. ■ a new take on an old problem 

2 : a scene that is filmed or a song that is recorded at one 
time without stopping "It took us 20 takes to get the scene 
right. ■ She nailed it on the first take. 

3 informal a : the amount of money that is earned or re¬ 
ceived ■ He stands to earn 10 percent of the company’s $1 
million take on the deal, b : a share or percentage of an 
amount of money • She was expecting a bigger take. 

on the take informal : illegally taking money for doing fa¬ 
vors for someone : illegally accepting bribes ■ We’ve heard 
rumors that the senator is on the take. 

- see also double take 
take*away /'teik3,wet/ noun, pi -aways 

1 Brit a [noncount] : takeout 1 ■ We ordered some Chi¬ 
nese takeaway, b [count] : takeout 2 ■ She works in a Chi¬ 
nese takeaway. 

2 [count] sports : an act of taking the ball or puck from a 
player on the other team ■ He leads the league in takeaways. 

— takeaway adj, always used before a noun, Brit • takeaway 
food ■ a takeaway restaurant 

take—Charge /'teik'tfua^h/ adj, always used before a noun, 
chiefly US, informal : having the qualities of a forceful leader 
: able to make decisions in a confident way and then act on 
them ■ a take-charge attitude ■ a take-charge guy/woman 
take-home pay /'teik,houm-/ noun [noncount] : the 
amount of money that a person earns after taxes and other 
amounts have been subtracted ■ She grosses $40,000 a year 
but her take-home pay is about $25,000. 
taken past participle of 'TAKE 

take—no—prisoners adj, always used before a noun, US. 
informal : very tough and aggressive ■ take-no-prisoners poli¬ 
tics ■ a journalist with a take-no-prisoners style — see also 
take no prisoners at prisoner 
take»Off /'teik,a:f/ noun, pi -offs 

1 : the moment when an airplane, helicopter, etc., leaves the 
ground and begins to fly [noncount] Please remain seated 
during takeoff. ■ Air Force One, you’re ready for takeoff, 
[count] perfect takeoffs and landings 

2 [count] : the beginning of a jump ■ All the high jumpers 
had flawless takeoffs. 

3 [count] : a sudden increase in size, activity, or popularity ■ 
the country’s economic takeoff 

4 [count] : a new or unusual way of making or doing some¬ 
thing ■ an interesting takeoff on traditional lasagna 

5 [count] a : a performance in which someone copies the 
way another person speaks, moves, etc., in usually a humor¬ 
ous way • He did a perfect takeoff [-imitation, impression] of 
our teacher, b chiefly US : a piece of writing, music, etc., 
that imitates the style of someone or something else in an 
amusing way : parody ■ They did a funny takeoff on/of a 
quiz show. 

- see also take off at ‘TAKE 
take'OUt /'teik,aut/ noun, pi -outs US 

1 [noncount] : food that is cooked in a restaurant and taken 
by a customer to be eaten in another place ■ We ordered 
some Chinese takeout. — called also (chiefly US) carryout, 
(Brit) takeaway 

2 [count] : a restaurant that sells takeout ■ She works in a 
Chinese takeout. — called also (chiefly US) canyout, (Brit) 
takeaway 

— take-out adj, always used before a noun, US ■ take-out 
food ■ a take-out restaurant 

take-over /'teikjouva 1 / noun, pi -overs [count] : an occur¬ 
rence in which a person, company, etc., takes control of 
something ■ The government experienced a military takeover 
in 2002. ■ takeover bids ■ The company was trying to protect 
itself from a hostile takeover. [=an attempt to buy a compa¬ 
ny when the people who own the company do not want to 
sell it] — see also take over at 'take 
tak*er /'teika/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who takes something ■ He’s more of a giver than 
a taker. [=he likes to give rather than receive things] ■ She’s 
not much of a risk taker. [=she does not like to take risks] ■ 
I’m a terrible test taker. ■ a poll taker ■ ticket takers 

2 informal: a person who accepts something that is offered ■ 
The class had no takers. [=no one took the class] ■ I have two 
tickets for sale. Any takers 4 ? 
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take—up /'teik,Ap/ noun [ singular] Brit : the rate at which 
something offered is accepted by people ■ Fewer French 
classes are being offered due to low take-up. • Take-up of our 
products has been high. — see also take up at l TAKE 
tak'ings /'teikigz/ noun \plural\ chiefly Brit : the amount of 
money that is earned : take • They will donate half of the 
takings to charity. • box office takings 
talc /'tzelk/ noun [noncount] : talcum powder 
tal*CUm powder /'tselkam-/ noun [ noncount \ : a soft, 
white powder that is used to make your skin feel dry and 
smooth 

tale /*teil/ noun, pi tales [count] 

1 : a story about imaginary events : an exciting or dramatic 
story • The movie is a stirring tale of courage. ■ tales about 
ghosts — see also fairy tale, folktale 

2 a : a story about someone’s actual experiences ■ We lis¬ 
tened to his familiar tale of woe/misfortune as he talked 
again about the failure of his marriage, b : an exciting story 
that may not be completely true "He told us thrilling tales 
about his adventures as a pilot in the war. — see also TALL 
TALE 

3 : a false story that is told to deceive someone ■ Are you tell¬ 
ing tales again? Or is that the truth? 

dead men tell no tales — used to say that someone who 
has been killed cannot reveal secret information 
thereby hangs a tale see 'hang 
- see also old wives’ tale 
tal*ent /'t^lant/ noun, pi -ents 

1 : a special ability that allows someone to do something 
well [noncount] a singer with an enormous amount of talent 
■ I have no musical talent. ■ Her artistic/creative talent has 
been obvious ever since she was a child. ■ athletic talent ■ a 
person of talent = a person who has talent ■ They sang a duet 
in the talent show/contest, [count] She has a job that makes 
the most of her talents . ■ His experience, skills, and talents 
make him perfectly suited for the job. • He has many talents. 
= He's a man of many talents. • He seems to have a talent for 
getting into trouble. [=he often gets into trouble] 

2 : a person or group of people with a special ability to do 
something well : a talented person or group [count] There 
are many good players on the team, but she's a special talent, 
[noncount] The company has hired some expensive legal tal¬ 
ent for the trial. ■ The team has recruited some of the best 
talent around. • The company is doing a talent search to find 
the right person for the job. 

3 [noncount] Brit slang : people who are sexually attractive ■ 
checking out the local talent 

tal*ent*ed /'ta^lantod/ adj [more most ~] : having a spe¬ 
cial ability to do something well: having talent ■ a very/high¬ 
ly talented actor/musician/singer/athlete • As a writer, she is 
enormously talented. 

tal*enMeSS /'tsehntbs/ adj : lacking talent : not at all tal¬ 
ented ■ a talentless singer/athlete 
talent scout noun, pi scouts [count] : a person whose 
job is to find talented performers, athletes, etc. — called also 
C Brit ) talent spotter 

tal*is*man /'tzelasman/ noun, pi -mans [count] : an object 
(such as a ring or stone) that is believed to have magic pow¬ 
ers and to cause good things to happen to the person who 
has it 

1 talk /'ta:k/ verb talks; talked; talking 

T ~a ; to say words in order to express your thoughts, feel¬ 
ings, opinions, etc., to someone [no obj] She never talks at 
the meetings. ■ He did most of the talking during dinner. ■ He 
loves to hear himself talk. — often + to ■ You shouldn’t talk 
to your mother that way. — often 4 about ■ She still talks 
about your wedding and how perfect it was. [+ obj] I think 
she’s talking a lot of nonsense/rubbish/drivel. • You should 
listen to her; she’s talking (good) sense. [=she’s saying sensi¬ 
ble things] b [no obj] : to have a conversation or discussion 
with someone ■ We need to talk. • 1 can’t talk right now. I’m 
running late. ■ They were talking in Spanish. ■ We talked on 
the phone until midnight. ■ Both sides in the dispute are now 
willing to talk. — often 4 to ■ They talked to each other in a 
whisper. ■ Who were you talking to on the phone? ■ I could 
hear her talking to herself as she studied. — often + with • 
The coach refused to talk with the reporters. ■ May I talk with 
you privately? — often + about ■ You might feel better if you 
talked to someone about your problems. ■ The teacher talked 
with him about his poor grades. ■ When they get together, all 
they do is talk about sports. C [+ obj] : to have a conversa¬ 
tion about (something) • They are in the conference room 


talking business. • They were talking baseball/politics. ■ They 
like to talk shop [=to talk about work] during lunch. 
synonyms see speak 

2 [no obj] : to use your voice to say words : speak ■ She had 
laryngitis and couldn’t talk. ■ I can't understand you. You’re 
talking too fast. • No talking during the performance, please! 
• Would you please stop talking. I’m trying to watch the mov¬ 
ie. ■ She talks very loud. • He is teaching the parrot to talk. • 
She started talking when she was only eight months old. 

3 [no obj] : to be willing to talk to someone after having an 
argument, disagreement, fight, etc., with that person — al¬ 
ways used as (be) talking ■ It's been two weeks and they're 
still not talking (to each other). 

4 [no obj] : to talk about the personal lives of other people ■ 
It’s rude to talk [=go.«ip] about people behind their back(s). ■ 
If you continue behaving like that, people are bound to talk. 

5 [no obj] : to tell secret information to someone ■ The police 
forced him to talk. 

6 [no obj] : to give information without speaking : to com¬ 
municate with signs, numbers, etc. • They were talking to 
each other in sign language. ■ When she gets excited, she 
talks with her hands. [=she moves her hands when she talks] ■ 
The computer is talking to the printer. 

7 always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj] : to talk 
until (someone or something) is in a specified state ■ He 
talked himself hoarse. [=he talked so much that his voice be¬ 
came hoarse] ■ She talked herself into a corner. [=she put 
herself in a bad position by talking too much] ■ We talked the 
night away. [=we talked throughout the night] — see also 
SWEET-TALK 

8 [no obj] : to criticize someone This sense of talk is often 
used in phrases like look who’s talking, you're one to talk, 
and you should talk to say that someone should not criticize 
another person because he or she has the same faults as that 
other person. ■ "She’s way too skinny.” “You’re one to talk. 
You need to gain some weight, too." 

9 [+ obj] informal — used to describe or suggest the size or 
amount of something; always used as (be) talking ■ To fix the 
car, you’re talking at least $500. I=it will cost at least $500 to 
fix the car] ■ The heat was awful. Ym talking 100-degree 
weather and no air-conditioning. 

know what you are talking about see ‘know 
money talks see money 

now you’re talking informal — used to say that someone 
has said or suggested something that you think is good, 
worth doing, etc. • "You don’t want hamburgers. Well, how 
about steak?” “Yeah, now you're talking .” 

talk a blue streak see ‘blue 

talk about 1 The phrase what are you talking about? can 
be used to show that you are confused, worried, upset, 
etc., about something that someone has just said. ■ What 
are you talking about ? I did what you told me to do. 2 in¬ 
formal — used to emphasize the size, amount, or extent of 
something ■ Talk about rain! I’ve never seen it rain like this 
in my entire life! ■ Talk about having a bad day. I had the 
worst day ever! ■ Talk about short. She's only four feet tall! 
— see also ‘talk la, b (above) 
talk a good game informal: to say things that make people 
believe that you can do something or that something is 
true about you even though it is not true ■ They talk a good 
game, but they’re not really ready for the championship. ■ 
She talks a good game about protecting the environment, 
but she doesn’t even recycle. 

talk around also chiefly Brit talk round [phrasal verb] 1 talk 
around/round (something) : to avoid talking about (a par¬ 
ticular subject) especially because it is difficult, unpleas¬ 
ant, or embarrassing ■ They've been talking around the real 
issue rather than addressing it directly. 2 talk (someone) 
around/round : to cause (someone) to accept and support 
something (such as an idea) after opposing it • She says she 
doesn’t agree with it, but we’ll talk her around eventually. 
[=we’ll eventually convince/persuade her to support it] — 
often 4 to * We can talk her round to our way of thinking. 
talk at [phrasal verb] informal talk at (someone) : to speak to 
(someone) without listening to what he or she says to you 
in reply ■ My dad is always talking at me. ■ You need to talk 
to your children, not talk at them. 
talk back [phrasal verb] : to answer (someone) in a rude way 
that does not show proper respect • Don’t talk back 1 — of¬ 
ten 4 to • She was punished for talking back to her parents. 
talk down [phrasal verb] 1 talk down to (someone) : to talk 
to (someone) in an overly simple way which suggests that 
he or she is not intelligent ■ Many politicians are guilty of 
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talking down to voters. ■ Don’t talk down to me. I’m not stu¬ 
pid. 2 talk down (something or someone) or talk (some¬ 
thing or someone) down a : to describe (something or 
someone) as unimportant ■ He talked down [-downplayed] 
his accomplishments, b : to cause (the price of some¬ 
thing) to be lower by talking to someone ■ She managed to 
talk down his asking price for the car. : to convince (some¬ 
one) to lower the price of something ■ She talked him down 
500 dollars. 3 talk (someone) down : to convince (some¬ 
one who is standing on a high place and threatening to 
jump) to come down and not to commit suicide ■ He tried 
to talk her down from the ledge. [=to convince her to not 
jump from the ledge] — sometimes used figuratively ■ He 
was about to quit his job in anger, but she managed to talk 
him down. [=to convince him not to do it] 
talk into [phrasal verb ] talk (someone) into (something) : to 
get (someone) to do something by talking about the good 
reasons for doing it : to convince or persuade (someone) 
to do something ■ The salesman talked us into buying the 
car. ■ Her friends couldn’t talk her into going on the trip. 
talk nineteen to the dozen Brit, informal: to speak rapidly 
and without stopping ■ He showed us around the house 
while talking nineteen to the dozen. [=(f/5) talking a blue 
streak ] 

talk of [phrasal verb ] talk of (someone or something) : to 
speak or write about (someone or something) : to mention 
(a subject) in speech or writing ■ It was the first time she 
talked of going to law school. ■ She never talks of [=talks 
about, speaks of] her suffering during the war. "In the let¬ 
ter, he talked of feeling ill. ■ (Brit) Talking of [=, speaking of] 
Jill, where is she? 
talk of the devil see devil 

talk out [phrasal verb ] talk out (something) or talk (some¬ 
thing) out : to talk about (something) in order to find a so¬ 
lution ■ The teacher told him to talk out the problem. 
talk out of [phrasal verb ] 1 talk (someone) out of (some¬ 

thing) : to prevent (someone) from doing (something) by 
talking about the good reasons for not doing it : to per¬ 
suade or convince (someone) not to do (something) ■ He 
talked her out of quitting school. 2 talk (yourself) out of 
(something) or talk your way out of (something) : to avoid 
(something unpleasant or undesirable) by saying things to 
make other people forgive or excuse you ■ She talked her¬ 
self out of trouble. = She talked her way out of trouble. 
[=she got herself out of trouble by talking] ■ He talked his 
way out of staying to clean up after the party. 
talk over [phrasal verb ] talk (something) over or talk over 
(something) : to discuss (something) with someone in or¬ 
der to make a decision or reach an agreement ■ We need 
some time to talk over the offer. — usually + with ■ I need 
to talk it over with my wife, first. 
talk someone's ear off US, informal : to talk to someone 
for a very long period of time ■ He talks my ear off every 
time I call him. 

talk (some) sense into/to see 1 sense 
talk the hind leg(s) off a donkey Brit, informal: to talk for 
a long time ■ She rarely spoke, but her brother could talk 
the hind legs off a donkey. [=he was very talkative] 
talk the same language see language 
talk the talk : to say that you will do things ■ Sure, she talks 
the talk, but can she walk the walk? [=she says that she will 
do things, but will she actually do them?] 
talk through [phrasal verb ] 1 talk (someone) through 

(something) : to help (someone) understand or do some¬ 
thing by explaining its steps in a careful way ■ The woman 
on the phone talked me through the procedure. 2 talk 
(something) through : to discuss (something) with some¬ 
one in order to make a decision or reach an agreement ■ 
Have you talked this through with your family? 3 infor¬ 
mal + old-fashioned If you are talking through your hat, 
you are saying incorrect, foolish, or illogical things. ■ If he 
says that there’s no problem, he'stalking through his hat. 
talk tough : to say that you will act in a forceful and aggres¬ 
sive way ■ When the subject is national security, all the 
candidates talk tough. [=they say that they will act aggres¬ 
sively to support national security] — often + on • The new 
mayor talks tough on crime. 
talk trash see 1 trash 
talk turkey see turkey 

talk up [phrasal verb] talk up (someone or something) or talk 
(someone or something) up : to describe (someone or 
something) in a favorable way ■ The salesperson talked up 


the car’s safety features. ■ He’s being talked up as the next 
big pop star. 

2 talk noun, pi talks 

1 [count] : an occurrence in which one person talks about 
something with another person : a conversation or discus¬ 
sion — often + about ■ After a long talk about our relation¬ 
ship, we decided to get married. — often + with • The boss 
would like to have a talk with you. — see also pep talk 

2 [count] : the act of talking formally about something be¬ 
fore a group of people : a speech or lecture — often + on ■ 
He gave a talk on organic farming. ■ She is preparing a talk on 
Christianity in the 21st century. 

3 [count] : a formal discussion between two or more groups 
that are trying to reach an agreement about something — 
usually plural ■ The country refuses to participate in talks on 
nuclear disarmament. • a round of trade talks 

4 [noncount] : a particular way of speaking ■ I will not allow 
that kind of talk in my house. ■ The movie has plenty of ac¬ 
tion and tough talk. ■ street talk [=a way of speaking that is 
associated with people who live in a poor part of a city] ■ 
straight talk [=speech that is very honest and direct] — see 
also SHOPTALK 

5 [noncount] a : discussion about what might happen ■ 
There has been some talk of further delays. [=some people 
have been saying that there will/may be further delays] ■ I’ve 
been hearing talk that she plans to run for president, b : the 
act of talking about a subject with another person or group 
: discussion or conversation • When they get together, the 
talk always turns to [=they always talk about] their years to¬ 
gether in high school. 

6 [noncount] : the things people say about what they want to 
do or are going to do ■ It’s not just talk. I’m serious about 
moving out. ■ If we’re ever going to solve these problems, we 
need less talk and more action. ■ The town’s last mayor was 
all talk (and no action). [=the mayor talked about doing 
things but never actually did them] ■ Talk is cheap [=it is 
easy to say that you will do something] I need to see results. 
talk the talk see *talk 

the talk of the town : a person or thing that many people in 
a town, city, etc., are talking about in an interested or ex¬ 
cited way ■ Last year at this time no one had ever heard of 
him, but now he’s the talk of the town. ■ The new restaurant 
is the talk of the town. 

- see also baby talk, double-talk, pillow talk, small 
TALK 

talk-a«tive /‘tuikativ/ adj [more most ~]: tending to talk 
a lot or to enjoy having conversations with people ■ Their lit¬ 
tle boy is veiy talkative. ■ She was in a talkative mood. 
talk*er /'taika*/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who talks in 
a particular way or who talks a lot ■ That little girl is quite a 
talker. I don’t think she’s stopped talking since she got in the 
car. ■ He’s not much of a talker. • He’s more of a talker than a 
doer. [=he often talks about doing things without actually 
doing them] ■ She is a great/fast/loud talker. ■ a smooth talker 
[=a person who tends to flatter people] 
talkie /'ta:ki/ noun, pi -ies [count] old-fashioned : a movie 
with sound — often plural ■ The era of silent movies ended 
when talkies were introduced. — see also walkie-talkie 
talking head noun, pi ~ heads [count] : a person who 
gives information or opinions on a television show and 
whose head and shoulders are shown on the television screen 
• The debate was followed by hours of talking heads analyz¬ 
ing the candidates’ performances, 
talking point noun, pi ~ points [count]: a particular sub¬ 
ject, idea, etc., that is part of a discussion ■ We have several 
talking points we need to cover. ■ I have a list of talking points 
here that support my case. 

talking shop noun, pi ~ shops [count] Brit : a place where 
people talk about doing things but do not actually achieve 
anything — usually singular ■ She complained that Parlia¬ 
ment had come to be an ineffective talking shop. 
talking—to /'tcrkig.tu:/ noun [singular] informal : an angry 
or serious conversation in which you criticize someone’s be¬ 
havior ■ We gave our daughter a good/stem talking-to about 
her poor grades. 

talk radio noun [noncount] chiefly US : radio programs in 
which people talk about politics, sports, etc., and listeners 
can make phone calls to give their opinions ■ He listens to 
business/sports talk radio in the car. 
talk show noun, pi ~ shows [count] : a radio or television 
program in which usually well-known people talk about 
something or are interviewed ■ She asked the actor to appear 
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on her talk show. ■ a famous talk-show host — called also 
(Brit) chat show 

talky /*ta:ki/ adj talk-i-er; -est somewhat informal 

1 : tending or wanting to talk : talkative ■ She was in a 
talky mood. 

2 : having a lot of talking ■ a talky movie [=a movie in which 
people do a lot of talking] 

tall /'ta:l/ adj tall-er; -est 

1 : greater in height than the average person, building, etc. ■ 
All the children in my family grew up to be very tall. • My 
mother is short but my father is fairly tall. ■ The giraffe is the 
tallest animal. ■ tall trees ■ the tallest [=highest] mountain ■ the 
world’s tallest building ■ The drinks were served in tall glass¬ 
es. — opposite short synonyms see 'high 

2 always used after a noun : having a specified height ■ She is 
five feet tall. ■ The building is six stories tall. [ -high] 
stand tall see 'stand 

walk tall see 'walk 

tall Order noun [ singular] informal : something that is veiy 
difficult to do ■ Getting the project done on schedule is going 
to be a tall order. ■ That’s a (pretty/very) tall order. = That’s a 
tall order to fill. 

tal-low /'tasloo/ noun [noncount] : fat from cattle and sheep 
that is used chiefly to make candles and soap 
tall Ship noun , pi ~ ships [count] : a very large sailing ship 
with at least two masts 

tall tale noun, pi ~~ tales [count] : a story that is very diffi¬ 
cult to believe : a greatly exaggerated story ■ They sat 
around the campfire telling tall tales about their hunting ad¬ 
ventures. — called also tall story 
1 tal-ly /'taeli/ noun, pi -lies [count] 

1 a : a recorded count of scores, votes, etc. ■ What is the fi¬ 
nal tally ? b : a record of money that has been paid and 
money that has been received ■ He kept a daily/running tally 
[= account ] of his expenses. 

2 US, informal : a score or point made in a game or sport ■ 
Her second goal turned out to be the game-winning tally. 

2 tally verb tal-lies; tal-lied; tal-ly-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to record and count or calculate (something) ■ He 
tallied his expenses every day. — often + up ■ They carefully 
tallied up the cost of the repairs. ■ They tallied up the results 
of the vote. 

2 [no obj] : to agree or match ■ The numbers on the old list 
and the new list don’t tally. — usually + with ■ The old num¬ 
bers don’t tally with the new numbers. 

3 [+ obj] US, informal : to score (a goal, point, etc.) in a game 
or sport ■ She tallied [=scored] her second goal just before the 
end of the period. 

Tal-mud /'tcr.^mod/ noun 

the Talmud : the writings that declare Jewish law and tradi¬ 
tion ■ They consulted the Talmud. — compare torah 

— Tal-mu-dic /tasl'muidik/ adj • Talmudic scholars 
tal-on /'taslan/ noun, pi -ons [count]: one of the sharp claws 

on the feet of some birds ■ The hawk gripped the mouse in its 
talons. ■ the owl’s talons 

ta-ma-le /ta'mculi/ noun, pi -les [count] : a Mexican food 
that consists of seasoned ground meat or beans rolled in 
commeal, wrapped in a com husk, and steamed 
tam-bou-rine Atzemba'rim/ noun, pi -rines [count] : a 
small musical instrument that is held in one hand and played 
by shaking or hitting it with the other hand — see picture at 
PERCUSSION 

Marne /'teim Jadj tamper; -est [also more most ~] 

1 a : not wild : trained to obey people ■ a tame elephant b 
: not afraid of people ■ The island's birds are quite tame. 

2 : not exciting or interesting : dull ■ They ran a pretty/ 
quite/rather tame campaign. ■ Some people were shocked by 
the movie, but I found the story pretty tame. 

3 : gentle and obedient ■ Members of the audience were too 
tame to interrupt the speaker. 

— tame-ly adv — tame-ness noun [noncount] 

2 tame verb tames; tamed: tam-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make (an animal) tame ■ It took a while to tame the 
horse. 

2 : to make (something) less wild or difficult to control : to 
bring (something) under control ■ the people who tamed the 
Wild West ■ He struggled to tame his temper. ■ The govern¬ 
ment needs to do something to tame inflation. 

— tamed adj ■ a tamed animal — tam-er noun, pi -ers 
[count] ■ a lion/tiger tamer 

tamp /'tasmp/ verb tamps; tamped; tamp-ing [+ obj] : to 
press (something) down by hitting it lightly — often + down ■ 


He tamped down the soil with his foot. — sometimes used 
figuratively ■ She tried to tamp down the rumors, 
tam-per /'tasnw/ verb -pers; -pered; -per-ing 
tamper with [phrasal verb] tamper with (something) : to 
change or touch (something) especially in a way that caus¬ 
es damage or harm • Someone tampered with the lock. ■ 
The evidence has been tampered with. 
tam*per*prOOf /'tzemp^pruif/ adj : designed so that tam¬ 
pering cannot occur ■ pills that come in tamperproof packag¬ 
ing 

tanvpon /'t£em,pa:n/ noun, pi -pons [count] : a piece of 
soft material (such as cotton) that is placed in the vagina to 
absorb the blood that occurs during menstruation — com¬ 
pare SANITARY NAPKIN 

Man /'tarn/ noun, pi tans 

1 [count] : a browning of the skin that is caused by the sun’s 
rays ■ She has a nice tan. [=suntan] • I got a tan on my vaca¬ 
tion. 

2 [count, noncount] : a light brown color — see color picture 
on page C3 

2 tan verb tans; tanned; tan-ning 

1 a [+ obj]: to cause (skin) to become darker especially from 
being exposed to the sun’s rays ■ The sun tanned her skin. 
[=the sun made her skin tan] b [no obj] : to become darker 
especially from being exposed to the sun’s rays ■ My skin 
tans easily. = I tan easily. — see also tanned, tanning 

2 [+ obj] : to change (the skin of an animal) into leather by a 
chemical process ■ tan the hides 

3 [+ obj] informal + old-fashioned : to beat or whip (some¬ 
one) very badly ■ He threatened to tan my hide if I didn’t do 
what he told me to do. 

3 tan adj [more most ~] 

1 : having skin that has been made darker by being exposed 
to the sun’s rays ■ I can’t believe how tan she is! 

2 : having a light brown color ■ a tan coat ■ a horse with tan 
markings 

tan-dem /'tasndam/ /?/-dems [count] 

1 I TANDEM BICYCLE 

2 chiefly US : a group of two people or things that work to¬ 
gether or are associated with each other ■ The team has a 
tandem of talented guards. ■ He and his partner make/form 
quite a tandem. [=duo] 

in tandem of two people, groups, or things ■ working or hap¬ 
pening together or at the same time ■ They moved in tan¬ 
dem. • The two products can be used alone or in tandem. • 
They’re working in tandem with scientists from England to 
find a cure. 

tandem bicycle noun, pi ~~ -cycles [count] : a bicycle 
built for two riders with one sitting behind the other 
tan-doori /tan'duri/ adj, always used before a noun : of or 
relating to an Indian method of cooking meat over charcoal 
in a clay oven ■ tandoori chicken ■ a tandoori oven 
tang /'tasq/ noun [singular] : a strong, sharp taste or smell ■ 
the salt tang in the air ■ a dish with a tang of citrus 

— tangy /'teerji/ adj tang-i-er; -est ■ tangy salt air • a tangy 
flavor/sauce 

tan-gent /‘tsencfeant/ noun, pi -gents [count] geometry : a 
line that touches a sphere or circle at only one point 
go off on a tangent (US) or Brit go off at a tangent : to 
start talking about something that is only slightly or indi¬ 
rectly related to the original subject ■ She went off on a tan¬ 
gent about what happened to her last summer. 
tan>gen*tial /tasn'cfeenjal/ adj 

1 formal : slightly or indirectly related to something : not 
closely connected to something ■ Their romance is tangential 
to the book’s main plot. ■ a tangential point 

2 geometry : relating to a tangent : in or along a tangent ■ 
tangential force 

— tan-gen-tiaMy adv ■ tangentially related/involved 
tan-ger-ine /'taencfeajrkn/ noun, pi -Snes 

1 [count] : a small, sweet fruit that is like an orange with a 
loose skin which is easy to remove 

2 [noncount] : a deep orange-yellow color — see color pic¬ 
ture on page C3 

— tangerine adj ■ a room with tangerine walls 
tan-gi-ble /'taencfeabal/ adj 

1 : easily seen or recognized ■ tangible benefits/results ■ 
There is no tangible evidence to support her claim. 

2 : able to be touched or felt ■ tangible objects ■ the compa¬ 
ny’s tangible assets [=its buildings, equipment, etc.] ■ Their 
sense of relief was almost tangible. — opposite intangible 
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— tan>gi-bil*i'ty /.tjencfea'bitati/ noun [noncount] — tan-gi- 
bly /'tcenc&abli/ adv ■ tangibly real 

^an-gle /'bEijgal/ verb tan-gles; tan-gled; tan-gling : to 

become or cause (something) to become twisted together (+ 
obj] Don’t tangle the yarn. • Her foot was tangled (up) in the 
cord. — often used figuratively ■ He got tangled up in legal 
problems, [no obj\ This fishing line tangles easily. — see also 
TANGLED 

tangle with [phrasal verb] tangle with (someone or some¬ 
thing) informal : to fight or argue with (someone or some¬ 
thing) « He’s not someone I would want to tangle with. 
2 tangle noun, pi tangles [count] 

1 : a twisted knot of hair, thread, etc. : snarl ■ a tangle of 
string/vines ■ She brushed the tangles out of her hair. 

2 : a state of disorder or confusion ■ They got caught in a le¬ 
gal/financial tangle. 

3 informal : a fight or disagreement - He got into a tangle 
with police. 

tangled adj 

1 : twisted together into a knot ■ tangled yarn/hair 

2 : complicated or confusing ■ a tangled plot ■ their tangled 
finances 

1 tan«gO /'tseggou/ noun, pi -gos [count] : a Latin-American 
dance in which couples make long pauses m difficult posi¬ 
tions ■ We danced a/the tango.', also : the music used for this 
dance ■ The band played a tango. 

2 tango verb -gos; -goed; -going [no obj] : to dance the tan¬ 
go • He’s trying to learn how to tango, 
it takes two to tango see ‘take 12 
1 tank /'tsegk/ noun, pi tanks [count] 

1 a : a container for holding a liquid or gas ■ a water/oil/fuel 
tank ■ fish tanks ■ I filled the (gas) tank before I left for 
Maine. — see pictures at car, scuba diving; see also sep¬ 
tic tank, think tank b i the amount that a tank will 
hold ■ We went through a tank [-tankful] of gas on the trip. 

2 : a military vehicle that 
moves on two large metal 
belts with wheels inside 
them and that is covered 
in heavy armor 
in/into the tank US, in¬ 
formal : in or into a 
very bad state or condi¬ 
tion ■ The economy is in 
the tank right now. ■ 

The team went into the 
tank [=got much worse; 
became very unsuccessful] last season. 

— tank-ful /'t 2 ei)k,ful/ noun, pi -fills [count] ■ a tankful of 
gas 

tank verb tanks; tanked; tanking US, informal 

1 [no obj] : to be very unsuccessful : to fail completely ■ The 
movie tanked. 

2 : to make no effort to win a contest (such as a tennis 
match) : to deliberately lose a game, match, etc. [+ obj] 
Some people say she deliberately tanked the match, [no obj] 
Some people have accused her of tanking. 

tank up [phrasal verb] US, informal : to fill a vehicle with 
fuel ■ We should tank up [=jill up] before we leave. 

— see also tanked 

tan-kard /'tzegkod/ noun, pi -kards [count]: a large, metal 
cup for drinking beer that has a handle and often an at¬ 
tached lid ■ a tankard of ale 

tan ked (l/S) /'tsegkt/ or chiefly Brit tanked up adj, not used 
before a noun, informal : very drunk ■ He got tanked at the 
party. 

tank*er /'Uegkay noun, pi -ers [count]: a vehicle (such as a 
ship, truck, or airplane) that is designed to carry liquids 

— see pictures at ship, truck; see also oil tanker, su¬ 
pertanker 

tank top noun, pi ~ tops [count] 

1 US : a shirt that has no sleeves or collar and usually has 
wide shoulder straps — see color picture on page C14 

2 Brit : sweater vest 

tanned /'taend/ adj : having skin that has been made darker 
by the sun ■ He’s tanned and rested after his vacation. 
tan*ner fhxosH noun, pi -ners [count] : a person who tans 
animal skins to make leather 

tan*nery /'tsenari /noun, pi -ner*ies [count] : a place where 
animal skins are tanned and made into leather 
tan-nic acid /'tsenik-/ noun [noncount] : tannin 
tan-nin /'tsenan/ noun, pi -nins [count, noncount] : a reddish 


acid that comes from plants, is used in making ink and leath¬ 
er, and occurs in various foods and drinks (such as wine) — 
called also tannic acid 

tan-rung /'tzemg/ noun [noncount] : the act or process of 
darkening your skin by exposing it to the bright light of the 
sun or a special type of lamp ■ indoor tanning * tanning oils/ 
lotions 

tanning bed noun, pi ~ beds [count] US : a machine that 
people lie in while being exposed to bright light in order to 
darken their skin — called also (chiefly Brit) sunbed 
tanning booth noun, pi - booths [count] chiefly US : a 
machine that people stand in while being exposed to bright 
light in order to darken their skin 
tan-ta*lize also Brit tan-ta*lise /'t£ent3,laiz/ verb -liz*es; 
-llzed; -liz-ing [+ obj] : to cause (someone) to feel interest 
or excitement about something that is very attractive, ap¬ 
pealing, etc. ■ She was tantalized by the possibility of earning 
a lot of money quickly. 

- tan-ta-liz*ing also Brit tan>ta-lis*ing adj [more most 
~] ■ the tantalizing aroma of baking bread • a tantalizing 
glimpse into their lives — tan*ta«liz*ing*ly also Brit tan- 
ta*lis-ing-ly adv ■ I came tantalizingly close to victory. 

tan-ta*mount /'t2ent3,maunt/ adj : equal to something in 
value, meaning, or effect ■ His statement was tantamount to 
an admission of guilt. ■ They see any criticism of the Presi¬ 
dent as tantamount to treason. 

tan-trum /'tsentrsm/ noun, pi -trums [count] : an uncon¬ 
trolled expression of childish anger : an angry outburst by a 
child or by someone who is behaving like a child ■ When he 
doesn't get his way, he has/throws a tantrum. [=he gets very 
angry and upset and behaves like a child] ■ a temper tantrum 
TaO /‘dau/ noun [noncount]: the source and guiding principle 
of all reality according to Taoism 
Tao-ism /'dau,iZ3m/ noun [noncount] : a Chinese philoso¬ 
phy based on the writings of Lao-tzu that stresses living sim¬ 
ply and honestly and in harmony with nature 

- Tao-ist /‘dawist/ noun, pi -ists [count] 

1 tap /‘tfep/ verb taps; tapped; tap*ping 

1 : to hit (someone or something) lightly especially with a 
small sound [+ obj] He was tapping the desk with a pencil. • 
He tapped her (on the) shoulder to get her attention, [no 
obj] Go tap on a window and see if anyone is home. 

2 : to hit (your fingers, feet, etc.) against something lightly 
[+ obj] He was tapping a pencil on the desk. ■ She tapped her 
foot to (the beat of) the music, [no obj] Her foot was tapping 
to the music. 

3 [+ obj] chiefly US : to choose (someone) for a particular 
job, honor, etc. — often + for ■ She was tapped for police 
commissioner. — often followed by to + verb ■ She was 
tapped to be police commissioner. 

tap in/into [phrasal verb] tap (something) in or tap in (some¬ 
thing) or tap (something) in/into (something) : to put (in¬ 
formation) into a machine (such as a computer or tele¬ 
phone) by pushing buttons ■ She tapped in my name and 
found my account records. - He tapped the numbers into 
the calculator. 

tap out [phrasal verb] tap (something) out or tap out (some¬ 
thing) 1 : to follow the pattern of (something, such as a 
rhythm) by tapping on a surface ■ She tapped out the beat 
with her feet. 2 : to press buttons on a computer or type¬ 
writer to write (something) ■ He quickly tapped out a 
memo. 

- compare 4 tap 

2 tap noun, pi taps [count] 

1 : a light hit or touch or the sound that it makes ■ There was 
a tap at the door. ■ I felt a tap on my shoulder. [=someone 
tapped my shoulder] 

2 : a small metal plate on the sole or heel of a shoe used for 
tap dancing 

- compare 3 tap 

3 tap noun, pi taps [count] 

1 : a device for controlling the flow of a liquid or gas from a 
pipe or container: such as a : faucet - turn on/off the tap ■ 
the hot/cold tap ■ a bathroom/kitchen tap ^ In British En¬ 
glish, tap is the usual word for this device. In U.S. English, 
tap is also commonly used in this way, but faucet is more 
common. — see pictures at bathroom, kitchen; see also 
tap water b : spigot 1 • the tap on a beer keg 

2 : a device that allows someone to secretly listen to phone 
conversations ■ There was a tap on her phone. — called also 
wiretap 

on tap 1 : served from a barrel • beer on tap 2 : available 
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whenever you need it ■ The hotel has Internet service on 
tap. 3 US : planned or scheduled to happen ■ I called to 
find out what’s on tap for the weekend. 

— compare 2 TAP; see also SPINAL TAP 

4 tap verb taps; tapped; tapping 

1 : to take or use money, knowledge, etc., from a source [+ 
obj] tap the nation’s resources [no obj\ We need to tap into 
new markets. — often used figuratively ■ The story taps into 
powerful emotions. 

2 [+ obj\ : to make liquid flow from something by attaching a 
special device (called a spigot or tap), making or opening a 
hole, etc. ■ tap a keg ■ tapping maple trees for their sap = tap¬ 
ping sap from maple trees 

3 [+ obj] : to place a device on (someone’s phone) in order to 
secretly listen to telephone calls • The FBI tapped her phone. 

4 [+ obj] : to get something useful or valuable from (some¬ 
one) — usually +for ■ He tried to tap me for a loan. [=tried to 
get me to give him a loan] 

— compare ‘tap 

tap dance noun, pi ~ dances [count] : a kind of dance in 
which you wear special shoes with metal plates on the heels 
and toes and make tapping sounds with your feet 

— tap-dance verb -dances; -danced; -dancing [no obj] 

-tap dancer noun, pi -ers [count] - tap dancing 

noun [noncount] 

1 tape /'teip/ noun, pi tapes 

1 [noncount] : a long, narrow piece of material that is sticky 
on one side and that is used to stick things together or to 
cover or repair something • adhesive/packing tape ■ a piece 
of tape ■ His eyeglasses are held together with tape. — see 
also DUCT TAPE, MASKING TAPE 

2 a [noncount] : a thin piece of plastic that is coated with 
magnetic material on which information (such as sound or 
television images) may be stored ■ The show was recorded on 
tape. — called also magnetic tape b [count] : something re¬ 
corded on tape ■ We watched a tape [recording] of a pro¬ 
gram/concert. ■ I was listening to a tape in the car. — called 
also tape recording C [count] : a thin case that contains a 
long piece of magnetic tape on which something is recorded 
: cassette ■ an audio tape ■ She stuck a tape in the VCR. 

— see also videotape 

3 the tape : a long, thin piece of material that is stretched 
across the finish line of a race • She broke the tape [=she fin¬ 
ished first in the race] in record time. 

4 [count]: tape measure 

5 [noncount] : a long, thin piece of plastic, paper, or cloth ■ 
The crime scene was marked off with yellow police tape. 

— see also RED TAPE, TICKER TAPE 

2 tape verb tapes; taped; tap-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to attach (something) using sticky tape ■ She taped a note 
to/on the refrigerator. 

2 : to fasten, tie, or cover (something) with tape ■ I taped the 
box shut. ■ He taped (up) the ends of the wire. 

3 : to record (something) on magnetic tape ■ The show is 
taped before a live audience. ■ a taped interview 

4 chiefly US : to wrap (an injured body part) tightly with 
long pieces of special cloth ■ The doctor taped (up) her ankle. 
have (someone) taped Brit, informal : to completely un¬ 
derstand (someone): to know how to deal with (someone) 
■ She has him taped. = She's got him taped. 

tape deck noun, pi decks [count] : a machine that plays 
and records sounds on magnetic tape ■ a stereo system that 
includes a tape deck 

tape measure noun, pi ~~ -sures [count] : a long, thin 
piece of plastic, cloth, or metal that is marked with units of 
length (such as inches or centimeters) and that is used for 
measuring things — called also measuring tape\ see pictures 
at CARPENTRY, SEWING 

tape player noun,pi ~ -ers [count] : a machine that is used 
to play sound that has been recorded on magnetic tapes 
1 tamper /'teipa 1 / verb -pers; -pered; -per*ing [no obj] : to be¬ 
come gradually smaller toward one end ■ leaves that taper to 
a point ■ Her slacks taper [=become narrower] at the ankle. 
taper off [phrasal verb] : to become gradually less and less 
: to decrease slowly • Production has been tapering off. 

— tapered adj [more most ~] ■ tapered slacks 
2 taper noun, pi -pers 

1 [count] a : a piece of string covered with wax that is used 
for lighting lamps, candles, etc. b : a long, thin candle 

2 [singular] : the shape of something that becomes gradually 
smaller toward one end ■ The taper of her slacks is not flat¬ 
tering. 


tape—re*Cord / I teipn , koo'd/ verb -cords; -cord-ed; 
-corddng [+ obj] : to make a recording of (something) on 
magnetic tape ■ tape-record a concert 
tape recorder noun, pi ~ -ders [count] : a machine used 
to record and play sound on magnetic tape 
tape recording noun, pi -dings [count] : ‘tape 2b ■ a 
tape recording of the concert 
tap-es-try /'taepastri/ noun, pi -tries [count] 

1 : a heavy cloth that has designs or pictures woven into it 
and that is used for wall hangings, curtains, etc. ■ an ancient/ 
medieval tapestry 

2 : something made up of different things, people, colors, 
etc. — often + of • a tapestry o/ideas ■ the rich tapestry of life 
in the city ■ ( chiefly Brit ) Whether you win or lose, it’s all part 
of fife's rich tapestry. 

— tap>es‘tried /'taepastrid/ adj ■ tapestried halls 
tape*WOrm /'teip,w»m/ noun, pi -worms [count] : a long, 

flat worm that lives in the intestines of people and animals 
tap*i*0-ca /,tEepi'ouka/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the small, white grains of the cassava plant 

2 : a dessert made by cooking tapioca grains usually with 
milk, eggs, and sugar — called also tapioca pudding 

ta*pir /'teipaV noun, pi tapir or ta>pirs [count] : an animal 
that is like a pig with a long nose and short legs and that lives 
in tropical America and Southeast Asia 
tap*root /'t£ep,ru:t/ noun, pi -roots [count] : the large main 
root of a plant from which smaller roots grow 
taps /'tEeps/ noun [plural] US, military : a song played on a 
bugle at military funerals and at night as a signal for soldiers 
to go to bed 

tap water noun [noncount] : water that comes through pipes 
from the public water system 
1 tar /'taa-/ noun, pi tars [count, noncount] 

1 : a very thick, black, sticky liquid made from coal that be¬ 
comes hard when it cools and that is used especially for road 
surfaces — see also coal tar 

2 : a sticky substance that is formed by burning tobacco ■ 
low-tor cigarettes 

2 tar verb tars; tarred; tar>ring [+ obj ]: to cover (something) 
with tar ■ tar a roadway 

tar and feather (someone) 1 : to cover (someone) with 
tar and then with feathers as an old-fashioned punishment 
2 informal : to punish (someone) very severely ■ If I don’t 
get home in time. Mom will tor and feather me. 
far (someone) with the same brush : to think that (some¬ 
one) has the same bad qualities and deserves the same 
blame or criticism as another person because of being con¬ 
nected or associated with that person in some way • It’s a 
shame that when a few people get caught cheating every¬ 
one else gets tarred with the same brush. 
ta«ran*tu«la /ta'rgentfala/ noun, pi -las [count] : a large, 
hairy spider that lives in warm regions — see color picture 
on page CIO 

tar-dy /'taa-di/ adj tar*di>er; -est formal 

1 : slow in moving, acting, or happening ■ tardy progress 

2 a : done or happening late • a tardy payment/arrival b 
: arriving or doing something late ■ tardy students ■ She was 
tardy to/for work. ■ They were tardy in filing the application. 

— tar*di*ly /'taadali/ adv • arrived/responded tardily — tar¬ 
diness /'taa-dinas/ noun [noncount] • Please excuse my 
tardiness. 

1 t3T»get /'taa-gat/ noun, pi -gets [count] 

1 : something that you are trying to do or achieve ■ We failed 
to meet/reach this month’s sales targets. [=goals] ■ Our target 
amount for the fund-raiser is $2,500. ■ They set a target date 
of May 31. 

2 : a place, thing, or person at which an attack is aimed ■ 
Planes struck at key military targets. • He was a favorite tar¬ 
get of the media. [=the media often attacked/criticized him] ■ 
Her policies have been a target for/of criticism. [=criticism 
has been aimed/directed at her policies] ■ Tourists are often 
easy targets for thieves. ■ The bullet found its target. [=the 
bullet hit the target it was aimed at] — often used figurative¬ 
ly ■ Men in this age group are prime targets for heart disease. 
[=are more likely than most other people to be affected by 
heart disease] 

3 : the person or group that someone is trying to influence, 
sell something to, etc. — often used before another noun ■ 
Their target audience/market is teenagers. 

4 : something (such as a round board with circles on it) that 
you try to hit with arrows, bullets, etc. • I aimed at the target 
and fired. ■ a moving target ■ target shooting/practice 
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off target 1 : not correct or accurate • Her accusations are 
way off target. 2 : not likely to reach a goal • We are off 
target in terms of sales this quarter. 
on target 1 : correct or accurate ■ His predictions are al¬ 
ways on target. 2 : likely to reach a goal • We are on target 
to meet this month’s sales goals. 

2 target verb -gets; -get-ed; -get-ing l+ obj] 

1 : to aim an attack at someone or something ■ The missile 
attacks targeted [=were aimed at] major cities. = The missiles 
were targeted [ =aimed ] at major cities. ■ Thieves often target 
tourists. ■ drugs that target cancer cells 'He has frequently 
been targeted by the media. [=he has been the target of fre¬ 
quent attacks by the media] 

2 : to direct an action, message, etc., at someone or some¬ 
thing • The commercial is targeted [=aimed\ at children. ■ 
government programs that are targeted at low-income areas 
= government programs that target low-income areas 

tar-iff /'teraf/ noun, pi -iffs [count] 

1 : a tax on goods coming into or leaving a country 

2 chiefly Brit : a list of prices charged by a hotel or restaurant 
for meals, rooms, etc., or by a public company for gas, elec¬ 
tricity, etc. 

tar*mac /‘taa'.mzek/ noun 

the tarmac : the area covered by pavement at an airport • 
airplanes parked on the tarmac 

Tar*mac /'taa^mzek/ trademark — used for a paving materi¬ 
al made of layers of crushed stone covered with tar 
tarn fhasm/ noun, pi tarns [count] : a small lake among 
mountains 

1 tar*nish /'taaniJV verb -nish-es; -nished; -nish-ing 

1 : to become or cause (metal) to become dull and not shiny 
[no obj] Silver tarnishes easily. [+ obj] Some foods will tar¬ 
nish silver. 

2 [+ obj] : to damage or ruin the good quality of (something, 
such as a person’s reputation, image, etc.) • His actions tar¬ 
nished [^sullied] the family’s good name. ■ The scandal tar¬ 
nished his reputation. 

— tarnished adj ■ tarnished silverware ■ the company’s tar¬ 
nished image 

2 tarnish noun [singular, noncount] : a thin layer on the sur¬ 
face of metal which makes the metal look dull • a polish that 
removes tarnish 

ta*ro /'tarou, 'terou/ noun, pi -ros [count, noncount ]: a trop¬ 
ical plant with a thick root that can be boiled and eaten 
tar*Ot /'terou/ noun [singular] : a set of 78 cards with pictures 
and symbols that is used to see what will happen in the fu¬ 
ture ■ reading the tarot ■ tarot cards 
tarp /'ta^p/ noun, pi tarps [count] US : tarpaulin 
tar paper noun [noncount] US : a heavy type of paper cov¬ 
ered with tar that is used especially in roofs 
tar*pau*lin /ta^'pailan/ noun, pi -llns [count] : a large piece 
of waterproof material (such as plastic or canvas) that is 
used to cover things and keep them dry 
tar*ra*gon /'ter3,ga:n/ noun [noncount] : a small European 
herb that is used to flavor food 

1 tar*ry /'teri/ verb -ries; -ried; -ry*lng [no obj] literary : to be 
slow in going : to stay somewhere : linger ■ He tarried over 
breakfast. • Tarry with us a while. 

2 tar-ry /‘tan/ adj 

1 : covered with tar ■ a tarry surface 

2 : dark or thick like tar • a tarry substance 

tar*SUS /'taasas/ noun, pi tar*sl /'taa-jsai/ [count] technical 
: the ankle or one of the seven small bones in the ankle 

— tar*sal /'taasal/ acij 

1 tart /'tasrt/ noun, pi tarts [count] 

1 : an open pie that usually has a sweet filling (such as fruit 
or custard) ■ an apple tart 

2 informal + disapproving a : a woman who wears very sexy 
clothing and has sex with many men b : prostitute 

2 tart adj tart*er; -est [also more most —] 

1 : having a sharp or sour taste ■ a tart apple/cherry • The 
wine is rather tart. 

2 : having a sharp and unkind quality ■ a tart reply ■ tart crit¬ 
icism 

— tart-ly adv ■ “Be quiet,” she told him tartly. — tart-ness 
noun [noncount] 

3 tart verb tarts; tart*ed; tart-ing 

tart up [phrasal verb] tart (someone) up informal : to try to 
make (yourself or someone else) attractive by wearing fan¬ 
cy clothes, makeup, etc. • She tarted herself up for the par¬ 
ty. = She got tarted up for the party. — often used figura¬ 


tively in British English ■ old ideas tarted up to look new 
tar*tan /'taa-tn/ noun, pi -tans 

1 [count] : a traditional Scottish cloth pattern of stripes in 
different colors and widths that cross each other to form 
squares ■ a kilt in the clan’s tartan 

2 [count, noncount] : fabric with a tartan pattern 

1 tar*tar noun [noncount] : a hard substance that 

forms on teeth — compare 2 tartar; see also cream of 

TARTAR 

2 tartar noun, pi -tars [count] informal + old-fashioned : a per¬ 
son who is often angry or violent ■ Her husband sounds like a 
real tartar. — compare 'tartar 
tar-tar sauce (US) or Brit tantare sauce /'taato-/ noun 
[noncount] : a sauce that is made of mayonnaise and 
chopped pickles and that is often served with fish 
tarty /'taari/ adj tart-i-er; -est informal + disapproving : try¬ 
ing to appear sexy in an improper or offensive way ■ a tarty 
outfit 

1 task /'tsesk/ noun, pi tasks [count] : a piece of work that has 
been given to someone : a job for someone to do ■ a daunt¬ 
ing/difficult/impossible task • complete/accomplish a task • 
performing simple/routine tasks ■ Our first/main task is to 
review the budget. ■ This is not an easy task. = This is no easy 
task. • I need to concentrate on the task at hand. [=the work 
I’m doing right now] — see also multitasking 
take (someone) to task : to criticize (someone) harshly ■ 
The boss took me to task for wasting time. 

synonyms task, duty, job, and chore mean a piece of 
work that has to be done, task suggests work given to you 
by someone who has authority. ■ The boss used to give me 
all the hard tasks. DUTY stresses that someone is responsi¬ 
ble for doing the work. ■ The duty of the police is to pro¬ 
tect the people, job may suggest that the work is neces¬ 
sary, hard, or important. ■ We all have to do our jobs. 
chore suggests a small, ordinary piece of work that is 
done regularly. * Taking out the garbage is a daily chore. 

2 task verb tasks; tasked; tasking [+ obj ]: to assign (some¬ 
one) a piece of work : to give (someone) a job to do — usu¬ 
ally used as (be) tasked with ■ She was tasked with proofread¬ 
ing the manuscript. 

task-bar noun, pi -bars [count] computers : a narrow band 
across the bottom of a computer screen that shows which 
programs are running and which documents are open — see 
picture at computer; compare toolbar 
task force noun, pi ~ forces [count] 

1 : a group of people who deal with a specific problem ■ a 
crime-fighting task force ■ They appointed a task force to re¬ 
view the situation. 

2 : a military force that is sent to a particular place to deal 
with a problem 

task-mas-ter / , t£esk,m£estas Brit 'ta:sk,ma:st3/ noun, pi 
-ters [count] : a person who assigns work to other people ■ 
He’s a hard/tough/stem taskmaster. 
tas-sel /'tsesal/ noun, pi -sets [count] 

1 : a decoration made of a bunch of strings fas¬ 
tened at one end ■ shoes with tassels 

2 : a flower or group of flowers at the top of a 
cornstalk 

— tas-seled (<chiefly US) or chiefly Brit tas¬ 
sel led /'tzesald/ adj ■ tasseled loafers/pil¬ 
lows/shoes 

1 taste /'teist/ noun, pi tastes 

1 [count] : the sweet, sour, bitter, or salty qual¬ 
ity of a thing that you can sense when it is in 
your mouth : the flavor that you can taste when you eat or 
drink something ■ The wine had a slightly bitter taste. ■ She 
likes the taste of apples and cinnamon. ■ I detected a strong 
taste of ginger in the sauce. — sometimes used figuratively ■ 
The experience left a bad taste In my mouth. [=the experi¬ 
ence made me feel bad, disgusted, etc.] 

2 [noncount] : the ability to notice or recognize flavors when 
you eat or drink : the ability to taste things ■ The food was 
very pleasing to the taste. [=the food tasted very good] ■ The 
illness affected her sense of taste. 

3 [count] : a small amount of food or drink that you have in 
order to see how it tastes — usually singular • May I have a 
taste of your ice cream? 

4 [singular] : something (such as a brief experience) that 
gives you some knowledge about what something is like — 
usually + of ■ It was her first taste of success. ■ That first 
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storm was just a taste of things to come. [=that storm was 
followed by many other storms] 

5 : the feelings that each person has about what is appealing, 
attractive, etc. : the feelings that cause someone to like or 
not like something [noncount] He has no/little taste for gos¬ 
sip. [=he does not like gossip] ■ The movie was not to their 
taste. [=they did not like the movie] ■ The movie is intended 
to appeal to popular taste. [=to be liked by many or most 
people] ■ Whether you like the music or not is purely a mat¬ 
ter of taste. [=a matter of opinion] [count] She has devel¬ 
oped/acquired a taste for Italian wine. ■ Different people 
have different tastes. ■ They have expensive tastes. [=they like 
expensive things] ■ The store has something to suit all tastes. ■ 
The music is too loud for my taste. [=the music is louder 
than I prefer it to be] — see also acquired taste at acquire 

6 [noncount] a : the ability to choose what is appealing, at¬ 
tractive, appropriate, or enjoyable ■ She is a person of taste. • 
The way he dresses shows that he has no taste. ■ She has 
good/poor taste in music. ■ The room was decorated with 
taste. [=the room was tastefully decorated] b — used in 
phrases to say that something (such as a person’s speech or 
behavior) is or is not proper and acceptable 1 1 think the joke 
he told was in ( very) bad/poor taste. (=was offensive] ■ Some 
people felt that her behavior wasn't in good taste. 

a taste of your own medicine see medicine 
to taste : in an amount that results in the taste that you 
want — used in recipes to indicate how much salt, pepper, 
etc., should be added to food ■ Salt the stew to taste. 
2 taste verb tastes; tast-ed; tast-ing 

1 not used in progressive tenses [linking verb ] : to have a par¬ 
ticular taste ■ This milk tastes sour. ■ The pie tasted too sweet. 
■ The wine tastes like vinegar. ■ This sauce tastes good/bad. ■ 
a sweet -tasting fruit — sometimes + of • The salad tastes of 
garlic. 

2 [+ obj \ a : to sense the flavor of (something that you are 
eating or drinking) ■ She said there was garlic in the sauce, 
but I couldn't really taste it. ■ Have you ever tasted anything 
so delicious? b : to put a small amount of (food or drink) in 
your mouth in order to find out what its flavor is ■ I tasted 
the tea and put more sugar in it. ■ She offered to taste the 
wine. ■ He tasted the tea to see if it was sweet enough. C not 
used in progressive tenses : eat ■ This is the first food I’ve tast¬ 
ed since yesterday. 

3 [+ obj] : to experience (something) ■ She talked about the 
day when she first tasted the joy of flying. ■ He has tasted the 
frustration of defeat. ■ The team has yet to taste victory/de¬ 
feat. 

taste blood see blood 

taste bud noun, pi ~ buds [count] : one of many small 
spots on your tongue that give you the ability to taste things 
taste-ful /’teistfal/ adj [more most ~] : done or chosen 
with a knowledge of what is appealing, attractive, appropri¬ 
ate, or enjoyable : having or showing good taste ■ a tasteful 
and attractive design ■ tasteful decorations 

— taste*fuMy adv ■ The room was tastefully decorated. 
— taste-ful-ness noun [noncount] 

tasteless /'teistbs/ adj 

1 : not having much flavor ■ a nearly tasteless broth ■ tasteless 
vegetables 

2 [more most ~] : not having or showing good taste : not 
tasteful ■ a very tasteless joke • a vulgar and tasteless publicity 
stunt 

— taste*iess-ly adv • a tastelessly furnished room — taste- 
less-ness noun [noncount] 

taste-mak-er / , teist l meika i / noun, pi -ers [count ]: a person 
whose judgments about what is good, fashionable, etc., are 
accepted and followed by many other people ■ She is one of 
the most powerful tastemakers in the fashion world, 
tastier /'teista>/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who tastes foods or drinks to test their quality * 
a food/wine taster 

2 Brit, informal : a small amount or sample of something 
that you can try to see if you like it • The magazine printed a 
taster of the author’s new novel. 

tasting noun, pi -ings [count] : a social event at which 
something (such as food or wine) is sampled and tasted ■ a 
menu/wine tasting 

tasty /'teisti/ adj tast-i*er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : having a good flavor : pleasing to the taste ■ That was a 
very tasty [=delicious] meal. 

2 informal a : very appealing or interesting ■ a tasty [=juicy] 


bit of gossip b Brit : very attractive ■ a tasty young woman/ 
man 

— tast*l«iy /'teistali/ adv — tast*i*ness /'teistinas/ noun 
[noncount] 

tat /'tcet/ noun [noncount] Brit, informal : items that are cheap 
and poorly made ■ shops full of tat [=junk] — see also TIT 
FOR TAT 

ta-ta /,t2e'ta:/ interj, chiefly Brit, informal : GOODBYE 
ta-ter /'teita 1 / noun, pi -ters [count] informal 

1 : POTATO 

2 baseball : home run 

tat*tered /'tzctad/ adj : old and torn : ragged ■ a tattered 
flag ■ a pile of old tattered books ■ Her jeans were tattered. — 
often used figuratively ■ He was left trying to restore his tat¬ 
tered image/pride. ■ the tattered remains of her reputation 
tat*ters /'tseta^z/ noun [plural] : clothes that are old and bad¬ 
ly torn ■ Her clothes were reduced to tatters. ■ They were 
dressed in tatters. [=in rags] — often used figuratively ■ After 
the war, the economy was in tatters. [=was in a state of ruin] ■ 
Her hopes lay in tatters. 

tat-tie /'tzeti/ noun, pi -ties [count] chiefly Scotland : potato 
tat*tle /'toctl/ verb tat-les; tat-tled; tat-tling [no obj] chiefly 
US, informal : to tell a parent, teacher, etc., about something 
bad or wrong that another child has done ■ He saw his sister 
take a cookie and threatened to tattle (to their mother). — 
usually + on • He tattled on her. — see also tittle-tattle 

— tat-tler /'tsetlay noun, pi tat-tlers [count] ■ She’s a 
crybaby and a tattler] [-tattletale] 

tat*tle*tale /'tset],teil/ noun, pi -tales [count] chiefly US, in¬ 
formal + disapproving : a child who tells a parent, teacher, 
etc., about something bad or wrong that another child has 
done : a child who tattles on another child ■ No one likes a 
tattletale. [={Brit) telltale] 

1 tat-tOO /tse'tu:/ noun, pi -toos [count] : a picture, word, etc., 
that is drawn on a person’s skin by using a needle and ink ■ 
He had a tattoo of a heart on his shoulder. ■ a tattoo parlor 
[=a place where people go to get tattoos] — compare 3 TAT- 
TOO 

2 tattoo verb -toos; -tooed; -too-ing 1+ obj] : to draw or 
write (a picture, word, etc.) on a part of someone’s body by 
using a needle and ink ■ A heart was tattooed on his arm. 
[=he had a tattoo of a heart on his arm] 

3 tattoo noun, pi -toos 

1 [singular] : a rapid rhythmic beat ■ The rain was beating a 
tattoo on the roof. 

2 [count] Brit : an outdoor performance in the evening with 
music and marching by members of the military 

— compare *TATroo 

taMooist /tze'turwist/ noun, pi -ists [count] : a person 
whose job is to draw tattoos on people’s bodies — called also 
tattoo artist 

tat-ty /'tseti/ adj tat-ti-er; -est informal : old and in poor 
condition : SHABBY ■ a tatty old shirt/sweater 
tau ght past tense and past participle of TEACH 
taunt /'ta:nt/ verb taunts; taunt»ed; taunt-ing [+ obj] : to 
say insulting things to (someone) in order to make that per¬ 
son angry ■ The boys continually taunted each other. 

— taunt noun, pi taunts [count] • He suffered the taunts of 
the other children. — taunt«er noun, pi -ers [count] 
- taunt-ing-ly /'taintirjli/ adv 

taupe /'toup/ noun, pi taupes [count, noncount] : a 
brownish-gray color — see color picture on page C2 
Tau-rus /'toras/ noun, pi -rus-es 

1 [noncount] : the second sign of the zodiac that comes be¬ 
tween Aries and Gemini and has a bull as its symbol — see 
picture at zodiac 

2 [count] ; a person born under the sign of Taurus : a person 
bora between April 20 and May 20 ■ My friend is an Aries 
while I’m a Taurus. 

taut /'ta:t/ adj taut-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : very tight from being pulled or stretched : not loose or 
slack ■ The rope was drawn/pulled/stretched taut. 

2 : firm and strong : not loose or flabby ■ taut muscles 

3 : very tense ■ taut nerves 1 The book is a taut thriller. 

— taut-ly adv ■ a rope pulled tautly - taut-ness noun [non¬ 
count] ■ check the wire’s tautness 

taut-en /'ta:tn/ verb -ens; -ened; -en-ing : to make (some¬ 
thing) tight or taut or to become tight or taut [+ obj] They 
tautened the rope, [no obj] The wire tautened as they pulled 
on it. 

tau-tol-o-gy /ta'tarlacfei/ noun, pi -gies : a statement in 
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which you repeat a word, idea, etc., in a way that is not nec¬ 
essary [count] “A beginner who has just started” is a tautolo¬ 
gy. [noncount] trying to avoid tautology 

— tau-to-log-i-cal Ataita'laicfcikal/ adj ■ a tautological state¬ 
ment 

tav-ern /'taeva^n/ noun, pi -erns [count] 

1 : a place where alcoholic drinks are served : bar 

2 old-fashioned : a building that provides lodging and food 
for people who are traveling : inn 

taw-dry /'taidri /adj taw-dri-er; -est disapproving 

1 : having a cheap and ugly appearance ■ tawdry [=tacky] 
decorations 

2 : morally low or bad ■ The scandal was a tawdry affair. 

— taw-dri-ness /'taidrinas/ noun [noncount] 

taw-ny /'ta:ni/ adj : having a brownish-orange color ■ tawny 
fur 

1 t§X /'taeks/ noun, pi taxes : an amount of money that a gov¬ 
ernment requires people to pay according to their income, 
the value of their property, etc., and that is used to pay for 
the things done by the government [count] The decision was 
made to raise/cut taxes. ■ He was accused of evading taxes. ■ 
What was your income before/after taxes ? — often + on • a 
tax on tobacco products [noncount] What is the amount of 
tax to be paid? • What was your income before/after tax ? ■ 
tax deductions/laws/rates — see also income tax, poll 

TAX, PRETAX, SALES TAX, SURTAX, VALUE-ADDED TAX, 
WITHHOLDING TAX 

2 tax verb tax.es; taxed; tax-ing [+ obj] 

“Ta : to require (someone) to pay a tax "He believes in tax¬ 
ing the rich to give to the poor. ■ You are taxed according to 
your income, b : to require someone to pay a tax on (some¬ 
thing) — often used as (be) taxed • All income/property is 
taxed. ■ The sale of wine is taxed in this state. 

2 : to require a lot from (something or someone) : to put de¬ 
mands on (something or someone) ■ That job really taxed 
our strength. [=required us to use a lot of physical effort] ■ 
All this waiting is taxing my patience. [=is making me lose 
my patience] ■ puzzles that tax your brain ■ You can have an 
enjoyable vacation without taxing your budget. [=without 
having to spend a lot of money] 

tax with [phrasal verb] tax (someone) with (something) for¬ 
mal : to accuse (someone) of (something) ■ She taxed them 
with carelessness. 

— tax-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

tax-able /'taeksabal/ adj : able to be taxed ■ The sale of wine 
is taxable in this state. ■ taxable income/property [=income/ 
property that you are required to pay a tax on] 
tax-a-tion /taek'seijan/ noun [noncount] : the action, pro¬ 
cess, or system of taxing people or things ■ the federal right 
of taxation ■ The company is trying to shield its profits from 
taxation. [=to prevent its profits from being taxed] • They fa¬ 
vor reduced taxation on capital gains. [=they think that cap¬ 
ital gains should be taxed at a reduced rate] 
tax base noun [noncount]: the amount of money or proper¬ 
ty that can be taxed within an area ■ an area with a large tax 
base 

tax-deductible at# : allowed to be subtracted from the to¬ 
tal amount of your income before you calculate the tax you 
are required to pay : allowable as a deduction from taxes ■ 
Your donation is tax-deductible. 
tax—deferred adj, US : not taxed until sometime in the fu¬ 
ture ■ a tax-deferred savings plan 
tax disc noun, pi ~ discs [count] Brit: a small, round stick¬ 
er placed on the window of a vehicle showing that a tax has 
been paid so that the vehicle may be used on roads 
tax-exempt adj : not taxed : exempted from a tax ■ a tax- 
exempt organization ■ tax-exempt bonds/funds 
tax exile noun, pi ~ -iles [count] chiefly Brit : a person who 
has moved from one country to another country in order to 
avoid paying taxes 

tax-free adj : not taxed : tax-exempt • tax-free medical 
benefits 

tax haven noun, pi - vens [count] : a place where people 

go to live and companies go to operate in order to avoid pay¬ 
ing high taxes 

1 taxi /'tasksi/ noun, pi tax-is /'taeksiz/ : a car that carries pas¬ 
sengers to a place for an amount of money that is based on 
the distance traveled [count] We caught/took/got a taxi to 
the restaurant. ■ She went outside and hailed a taxi. [=waved 
or called for a taxi to pull over and stop] [noncount] We 
went to the restaurant by taxi. — often used before another 


noun ■ a taxi driver/company/service — called also cab, taxi¬ 
cab 

2 taxi verb taxis or tax.ies; tax-ied; taxi-ing 

1 [no obj] of an airplane : to move on wheels along the 
ground • The plane taxied slowly to the runway. 

2 : to direct an airplane as it moves on wheels along the 
ground [no obj] The pilot taxied out to the runway. [+ obj] 
The pilot taxied the plane out to the runway. 

taxi-cab /'taeksijkaeb/ noun, pi -cabs : 'taxi [count] He 
drives a taxicab, [noncount] They arrived by taxicab. 
taxi-der-my /'taeksa^ami/ noun [noncount] : the skill, ac¬ 
tivity, or job of preparing, stuffing, and mounting the skins 
of dead animals so that they look like they did when they 
were alive 

— taxi-der-mist /'taeksa^amist/ noun, pi -mists [count] 

tax-ing /'taeksi ij/adj [more most ~]: requiring a lot of ef¬ 

fort, energy, etc. ■ a taxing job/chore • The journey proved to 
be very taxing. 

taxi Stand noun, pi ~ stands [count] US : a place where 
taxis park while waiting to be hired — called also (Brit) taxi 
rank 

tax-man /'taeks,maen/ noun, pi -men /-,mcn/ 

1 [count] : a person who collects taxes 

2 the taxman informal : the department of the government 
that collects taxes ■ One-third of her salary goes to the tax- 
man. 

tax-on-O-my /taek'scrnami/ noun, pi -mies technical : the 
process or system of describing the way in which different 
living things are related by putting them in groups [non¬ 
count] plant taxonomy [count] the taxonomies of various 
plant groups 

— tax-o-nom-ic /,taeksa'na:mik/ adj ■ taxonomic relation¬ 
ships — tax-o-nom-i-cal-ly /,taeks3'na:mikli/ adv ■ taxo- 
nomically related species — tax-on-o-mist /taek'sccna- 
mist/ noun, pi -mists [count] 

tax-pay-er /'taeks.peja 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who 
pays taxes 

tax shelter noun, pi ~ -ters [count] : a way of investing 
money that reduces the amount of tax that has to be paid 
tb. abbr tablespoon; tablespoonful 
TB /,ti:'bi:/ noun [noncount] : tuberculosis 
TBA abbr to be announced — used to indicate that the time 
or place of something has not yet been decided and will be 
announced at a later time • The meeting will be next Wednes¬ 
day at 2:00, location TBA. 

T—ball /'ti:,ba:l/ noun [noncount] sports : a form of baseball 
for young children in which the ball is hit off a support 
(called a tee) rather than pitched 
T—bar /'ti^baa 1 / noun, pi -bars [count] : a machine that is 
used to pull skiers up a mountain and that has a series of 
T-shaped bars each of which pulls two skiers — called also 
T-bar lift 

TBD abbr, US to be determined — used to indicate that the 
time or place of something has not yet been decided and will 
be announced at a later time ■ The game has been postponed 
until next week, time TBD. 

T—bone /'ti:,boun/ noun, pi -bones [count] : a thick piece 
of beef that contains a T-shaped bone — called also T-bone 
steak 

tbs. or tbsp. abbr tablespoon; tablespoonful 

TD /'tii'di:/ noun, pi TDs [count] American football, informal 

: TOUCHDOWN 

tea /'ti:/ noun, pi teas 

1 [count, noncount] a : a drink that is made by soaking the 
dried leaves of an Asian plant in hot water ■ a cup of tea b 
: a similar drink that is made by using the dried leaves of an¬ 
other kind of plant ■ herbal/mint tea — see also GREEN tea 

2 [noncount] : the dried leaves that are used in making tea • a 
bag of tea 

3 Brit a : a light meal or snack that usually includes tea 
with sandwiches, cookies, or cakes and that is served in the 
late afternoon [noncount] Let’s meet for tea tomorrow. 
[count] That shop does a great afternoon tea. b [count, non¬ 
count] : a cooked meal that is served in the early evening 

— see also cream tea, high tea 

not for all the tea in China informal + old-fashioned : not 
for any reason ■ I would never invite him to my house 
again —not for all the tea in China, 
not your cup of tea see 'cup 

tea and sympathy noun [noncount] chiefly Brit, old- 
fashioned : kind treatment and care that is given to someone 
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who is upset ■ She could use some tea and sympathy. 
tea bag noun, pi ~ bags [count] : a small bag of dried tea 
leaves that is soaked in hot water to make tea 
tea break noun, pi ~ breaks [count] chiefly Brit : a short 
period of time in which a worker stops to rest and have tea, 
coffee, etc. : coffee break 

tea cake noun, pi ~ cakes [count] : a small, flat cake that 
usually has raisins and is eaten with tea 
teach /'ti:tf/ verb teach-es; taught /'ta:t/; teach-ing 

1 a : to cause or help (someone) to learn about a subject by 
giving lessons [+ obj] He enjoys teaching his students about 
history, [no obj] She no longer teaches. ■ He wants to teach. 
[=to be a teacher] b [+ obj] : to give lessons about (a partic¬ 
ular subject) to a person or group ■ She taught English for 
many years at the high school. ■ He teaches music/science. 
C [+ obj] : to cause or help (a person or animal) to learn how 
to do something by giving lessons, showing how it is done, 
etc. ■ She is teaching us (how to use) sign language. — often 
followed by to + verb ■ teach a child to read/swim • I taught 
my dog to retrieve sticks. ■ She taught me (how) to ride a bike. 

2 [+ obj] : to show someone how to behave, think, etc. ■ The 
church teaches compassion and forgiveness. ■ Someone 
needs to teach her right and wrong. ■ The experience taught 
us that money doesn’t mean everything. 

3 [+ obj] informal : to cause (someone) to know the unpleas¬ 
ant results of something ■ Her injury will teach her not to be 
so careless with a knife. ■ He got the punishment he de¬ 
served. That’ll teach him to lie to me. [=show him that he 
should not to lie to me again] ■ That will teach her a lesson. 
[=that will show her not to do something again] 

you can’t teach an old dog new tricks see ‘dog 
teach-able /'tiitfabal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : able and willing to learn : capable of being taught ■ stu¬ 
dents who are teachable and eager to learn 

2 : allowing something to be taught or learned easily ■ The 
book’s style makes it very teachable. ■ (.US) choosing a teach¬ 
able moment [=a time that is favorable for teaching some¬ 
thing, such as proper behavior] 

teach»er /'tiitfa 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a person or thing 
that teaches something ■ Experience is a good teacherespe¬ 
cially : a person whose job is to teach students about certain 
subjects ■ She is a first-grade teacher. • a language/math/sci¬ 
ence teacher ■ a teacher of driver’s education — see also 
SCHOOLTEACHER, STUDENT TEACHER, SUBSTITUTE TEACH¬ 
ER 

teachers college noun, pi ~ -leges [count, noncount] US 
: a college for the training of teachers 
teacher’s pet noun [singular] informal + disapproving : a 
student in a class who is liked by the teacher and who is 
treated better than other students 
teach— in /'ti:tf,in/ noun, pi -ins [count] US : a meeting usu¬ 
ally held on a college campus for people to talk about and 
learn about something (such as a social or political issue) ■ 
The group held a teach-in to discuss discrimination. 

1 teaching noun,pi -ings 

1 [noncount] : the job or profession of a teacher ■ He went 
into teaching after college. 

2 [count] : something that is taught : the ideas and beliefs 
that are taught by a person, religion, etc. — usually plural; 
often + of ■ the teachings of Confucius ■ the teachings [-les¬ 
sons] of the Bible 

teaching adj, always used before a noun : of, relating to, or 
used for teaching someone or something ■ the teaching pro¬ 
fession ■ a teaching aid 

teaching assistant noun, pi ~ -tants [count] US : a grad¬ 
uate student who teaches classes at a college or university — 
abbr. TA 

teaching hospital noun, pi ~ -tals [count] : a hospital 
where people who are training to become doctors work and 
learn 

tea Cloth noun, pi ~ cloths [count] Brit: dish towel 
tea*Cup /'ti:,kAp/ noun, pi -cups [count] : a small cup used 
for drinking tea 

a storm in a teacup see ‘storm 
tea garden noun, pi ~ -dens [count] 

1 : a public garden where tea and other refreshments are 
served 

2 : an area of land where tea is grown 

tea-hOUSe /'ti:,haus/ noun , pi -houses [count] : a restau¬ 
rant where tea and other refreshments are served 
teak /'ti:k/ noun [noncount] : the strong, hard, yellowish- 


brown wood of a tree that grows in southeast Asia and that is 
used especially for making furniture and ships — called also 
teakwood 

tea-ket-tle /'ti:,ket|/ noun, pi -ket-tles [count] US : a cov¬ 
ered container that is used for boiling water and that has a 
handle and a spout — called also kettle 

teal /'till/ noun, pi teal or teals 

1 [count] : a small duck found in Europe and America 

2 [noncount] : a dark greenish-blue color — called also teal 
blue ; see color picture on page C2 

1 team /'ti:m/ noun, pi teams [count] 

1 : a group of people who compete in a sport, game, etc., 
against another group ■ a doubles team in tennis ■ a basket¬ 
ball/gymnastics/bowling team ■ He is the best player on his 
team. ■ They are the worst team in baseball. ■ Our team is los¬ 
ing. = (Brit) Our team are losing. ■ (US) He is on a team. = 
(Brit) He is in a team. — often used before another noun ■ 
She is the team captain. ■ Baseball is a team sport. [=a sport 
played by teams] — see also TAG team 

2 : a group of people who work together ■ To get the job 
done more quickly, we split up into teams. ■ We worked as a 
team to put out the fire. ■ The company hired a team of law¬ 
yers to advise them. ■ a search and rescue team — often used 
before another noun ■ The project was a team effort. ■ corpo¬ 
rate efforts to build team spirit [=the desire to work well as a 
team] 

3 : a group of two or more animals used to pull a wagon, 
cart, etc. ■ a team of horses ■ A dog team pulled the sled. 

2 team verb teams; teamed; team.ing [+ obj\ : to bring to- 
gether (two people or things) ■ a show that teams two of tele¬ 
vision’s funniest comedians — often used as (be) teamed with 
■ The fish was teamed with roasted potatoes and a salad. 
team up [phrasal verb] : to join with someone to work to¬ 
gether ■ They teamed up to get the work done quickly. — 
often + with ■ Several organizations have teamed up with 
one another in the relief effort. - The movie is about a 
young policeman who is teamed up with an experienced 
detective. 

team-mate /'ti:m,meit/ noun, pi -mates [count] : a person 
who is on the same team as someone else ■ They have been 
teammates for several years. ■ She’s very popular among her 
teammates. 

team player noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : someone who cares 
more about helping a group or team to succeed than about 
his or her individual success • The other people on the staff 
don’t like him because he’s not a team player. 

team-Ster /'tiimsta 1 / noun, pi -sters [count] US : someone 
who drives a truck as a job 

team-work /'tim^wa-k/ noun [noncount]: the work done by 
people who work together as a team to do something ■ They 
credit good teamwork for their success. 

tea party noun, pi ~ -ties [count] : an afternoon social gath¬ 
ering at which tea is served 

tea-pot /'ti:,pa:t/ noun, pi -pots [count] : a pot that is used 
for making and serving tea and that has a spout and handle 
a tempest in a teapot see tempest 

1 tear /'tea/ verb tears; tore /'toa/; torn /'toan/; tearing 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to separate 
(something) into parts by pulling it, cutting it, etc. : to rip, 
split, or open (something) quickly or violently [+ obj] He 
tore the letter in half. ■ They began tearing their presents 
open. ■ He tore apart the two tickets and handed one to me. ■ 
The dog tore the pillow to pieces/shreds, [no obj] Tear along 
the dotted line. 

2 a : to make (a hole or opening) in a piece of clothing, a 
piece of paper, etc., usually by cutting it on something sharp 
[+ obj] She tore a hole in her sock when she jumped over the 
fence, [no obj] His coat got caught on a nail and tore. ■ His 
pants tore at the seam, b [+ obj] : to make (a hole, a path) in 
a violent or forceful way ■ The explosion tore a hole in the 
side of the building. — sometimes used figuratively ■ The 
new evidence could tear a hole in their theory. [=it could 
show that their theory is not correct] 

3 [+ obj]: to cut or injure (skin, a muscle, etc.) ■ He tore a lig¬ 
ament in his left knee during football practice. * a tom leg 
muscle ■ When she fell, she tore the skin on her elbow. 

4 always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj] : to re¬ 
move (something) quickly or violently • The curtains had 
been tom from the windows. ■ She tore the book out of my 
hands. ■ They decided to tear out the kitchen’s old cabinets. ■ 
He tore the page out of the magazine. ■ I wanted to tear her 
head off! ■ He tore off a piece of bread and ate it. ■ She tore a 
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comer off of a sheet of paper and wrote her number on it. ■ 
Open up or we’ll tear down this door! * The police officer 
grabbed him, but he managed to tear himself loose/free. [=to 
pull himself away from the police officer] 

5 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj\ : to go 
or move very quickly ■ The kids tore into the house and up 
the stairs. ■ We watched the cars tear around the track. ■ He 
went tearing down the street on his bicycle. ■ The fire tore 
through the forest. ■ An epidemic was tearing through the re¬ 
gion. • The bullet tore through his leg. 

6 [+ obf \: to damage or harm (something, such as a country) 
very badly — usually used as (be) tom ■ The region has been 
tom [^ravaged] by disease and hunger for the last 50 years. ■ 
a country tom by violence ■ a war-tom country 

7 [+ obj] : to cause (someone) to feel confused, upset, etc., 
especially about making a choice or decision — often + 
apart or up • I can’t decide, and it’s tearing me apart\ ■ It’s 
tearing me up (inside). — usually used as (be) tom ■ I’ve been 
trying to decide, but I'm still tom. [=I’m still unable to de¬ 
cide] ■ She was tom by conflicting loyalties. — often + be¬ 
tween ■ He is tom between his career and his responsibilities 
as a father. ■ a person tom between two lovers 

tear apart [phrasal verb ] 1 tear (something) apart or tear 

apart (something) : to completely destroy (something) by 
tearing it into pieces ■ I couldn’t open the box nicely, so I 
just tore it apart. — often used figuratively ■ The robbers 
tore apart the house [=they made a mess in the house] look¬ 
ing for the money. ■ We tore the other team apart [=we eas¬ 
ily beat the other team] in yesterday’s game. ■ Civil war 
threatened to tear apart the country. • We can’t agree, and 
it’s tearing our family apart. 2 tear (someone or some¬ 
thing) apart or tear apart (someone or something) : to crit¬ 
icize (someone or something) in a very harsh or angry way 
especially by describing weaknesses, flaws, etc. • The arti¬ 
cle tears apart the government’s handling of the situation. ■ 

1 thought it was a good movie, but she tore it apart. ■ They 
tore him apart when he left. — see also 'tear 1 , 7 (above) 

tear at [phrasal verb ] tear at (someone or something) : to at¬ 
tack and pull pieces from (something) in a violent way ■ 
The cat tore at my pants with its claws. • wolves tearing at a 
dead deer — often used figuratively ■ Those two are always 
tearing at each other’s throats. [=always arguing with and 
harshly criticizing each other] ■ Her sadness tore at his 
heart. [=made him very upset/unhappy] 
tear away [phrasal verb ] tear (someone or something) away 
: to cause (someone) to leave or move away from some¬ 
thing ■ I needed to leave the party, but I couldn’t tear my¬ 
self away. ■ She couldn’t tear him away from the TV. ■ He 
couldn’t fear his eyes away from the TV. [=he could not 
stop watching the TV] — see also tearaway 
tear down [phrasal verb] tear down (something) or tear 
(something) down : to completely destroy (something, 
such as a building or wall) ■ They tore down the old hospi¬ 
tal and built a new one. ■ We’re planning to tear down the 
wall between the kitchen and the dining room. — often 
used figuratively ■ tearing down walls of injustice • They’re 
trying to tear his reputation down, 
tear into [phrasal verb] informal 1 tear into (something) : to 
begin doing (something) in a very quick or forceful way ■ 
The kids tore into the pizza. [=quickly began eating the piz¬ 
za] • The band tore into the next song with a lot of energy. 

2 tear into (someone or something) : to criticize (someone 
or something) in a very harsh or angry way ■ My father tore 
into me for coming home an hour late. ■ The critics tore 
into her performance in the movie. 

tear (someone) limb from limb see limb 
tear (someone) off a strip see 'strip 
tear (someone or something) to pieces/shreds : to criti¬ 
cize (someone or something) in a very harsh or angry way ■ 
They tore my idea to pieces. ■ The actress was tom to shreds 
in the press. — see also ‘tear 1 (above) 
tear up [phrasal verb] tear up (something) or tear (some¬ 
thing) up 1 : to completely destroy (something) by tear¬ 
ing it into pieces ■ I tore the letter up and threw it away. — 
often used figuratively ■ They offered to tear up his old 
contract [=get rid of his old contract] and give him a new 
one. • The burglars tore the house up. [=made a mess in the 
house] 2 : to break apart and remove pieces of (some¬ 
thing) ■ The city tore the street up to fix a broken water 
main. ■ They tore up 20 acres of forest and built a new 
shopping mall. 3 chiefly US, informal : to perform very 
well on or in (something) ■ They were tearing up the dance 
floor. [=they were dancing in very skillful, energetic, and 


impressive way] ■ He tore up the league last season. 
tear your hair out see hair 

that's torn it Brit, informal — used to say that something is 
no longer possible ■ Well, that’s tom it. Now everyone 
knows my little secret. • That’s tom it: the deal’s off! 

— compare 4 tear 

2 tear noun, pi tears [count] : a hole or opening in something 
(such as a piece of paper or cloth) that is made by cutting it 
or tearing it ■ The nail left a tear in his jacket. ■ She had a tear 
in her stockings. ■ She suffered a partial tear of the ligament 
in her right knee. 

on a tear US, informal : having great success over a period 
of time ■ The team has been on a tear in recent weeks. 
f=has been playing very well, has been winning a lot of 
games] ■ The economy is on a tear , but can it last? 
wear and tear see 2 wear 

— compare 3 tear 

3 tear /*ti^/ noun, pi tears [count]: a drop of liquid that comes 
from your eyes especially when you cry : teardrop ■ A sin¬ 
gle tear ran down his cheek. • She wiped the tears from her 
eyes. ■ Let me wipe away your tears. ■ She was crying/weep¬ 
ing tears of anger/frustration/shame. ■ tear-filled eyes ■ That 
song brings a tear to my eye [=makes me cry a little] every 
time I hear it. ■ She suddenly burst into tears. [=started to 
cry] * He looked like he was close to tears. [=going to cry 
soon] ■ Come now. Dry your tears [=stop crying] and try to be 
happy. ■ I tried to fight back the tears. [=1 tried not to cry] ■ I 
couldn’t hold back my tears. [=1 could not stop myself from 
crying] ■ The memory brought on a sudden flood of tears. • 
We were laughing so hard that we were in tears. [=tears were 
coming out of our eyes] ■ Everyone in the audience was 
moved to tears by their performance. [=their performance 
made everyone cry] "His hateful words reduced me to tears. 
[=they made me cry] 
blink back/away tears see 'blink 
bore you to tears see 'bore 
dissolve in/into tears see dissolve 

end in tears : to have an ending in which people are crying 
or unhappy ■ In our family, discussions about money al¬ 
ways seem to end in tears. 

shed tears : to ciy or weep • They shed tears of joy/grati¬ 
tude when they heard the news. ■ I never saw my father 
shed a single tear , even when my mother died. 

— compare 2 tear; see also crocodile tears 

4 tear verb tears; teared; tear-ing [no obj] : to fill with tears ■ 
Why do your eyes tear when you cut onions? — often + up ■ 
His eyes started tearing up. = He started tearing up. 

— compare 'tear 

tear-away /'tera.wei i noun.pl -aways [count] Brit, informal 
: a young person who behaves badly and who does danger¬ 
ous, foolish, or illegal things ■ a gang of teenage tearaways 

— see also tear away at 'tear 
tear-drop /'tia^drccp/ noun, pi -drops [count] 

1 : 3 tear 

2 : something that is pointed at the top and round at the bot¬ 
tom : something that is shaped like a falling tear ■ diamond 
teardrop earrings 

teanful /'tig-fal/ adj [more —; most ~] 

1 : filled with tears • He looked up at me with his tearful eyes 
and asked for help. 

2 : happening with tears ■ a tearful plea for help [=a plea for 
help by someone who is crying] ■ a tearful goodbye ■ the tear¬ 
ful parting of two lovers 

— tear-fuMy adv ■ He pleaded tearfully for help. - tear-ful¬ 
ness noun [noncount] ■ The scene quickly changed from 
tearfulness to laughter. 

tear gas noun [noncount] : a gas that makes people unable 
to see by causing their eyes to be filled with tears and that is 
used especially by the police or military to separate large 
groups of people 

— tear-gas /'tia^gses/ verb -gas-ses; -gassed; -gas-sing 
1+ obj] ■ The protesters were teargassed by the police. 

tear-jerk*er /'tia^cfe^k^/ noun, pi -ers [count] informal : a 
story, song, movie, etc., that makes you cry or feel veiy sad ■ 
I’m not in the mood to see a tearjerker. Let’s watch some¬ 
thing funny instead. 

— tear—jerk-ing /'tiay&a-kir)/ adj [more most — ] ■ a tear- 
jerking love song 

tea-room /'ti;,ru:m/ noun, pi -rooms [count] : a small res¬ 
taurant that serves light meals — called also tea shop 
teary /'tiri/ acjj tear-i-er; -est [also more most —]: filled 

with tears or happening with tears : tearful • There were 
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many teary eyes/faces among those in the audience. ■ He 
made a teary farewell to the fans, 
teary-eyed adj [more most ~] : having eyes that are wet 
with tears ■ I got a little teary-eyed at the end of the movie. 
[=1 shed a few tears at the end of the movie] ■ She said good¬ 
bye to her teary-eyed mother. 

1 tease /'ti:z/ verb teas.es; teased; teas-ing 

1 : to laugh at and criticize (someone) in a way that is either 
friendly and playful or cruel and unkind [+ obj\ He and his 
wife enjoy teasing each other about their different tastes in 
music. ■ The other children teased her because she was wear¬ 
ing braces. ■ He was always teased by his brother about being 
short, [no obj ] Oh, don’t get so angry. I was just/only teas¬ 
ing'. ■ Stop your teasingl 

2 [+ obj] : to annoy or bother (an animal) ■ The boy’s mother 
told him to stop teasing the dog. 

3 [+ obj ] US : to make (hair) look fuller or bigger by combing 
it in a special way ■ She teases (=( chiefly Brit) backcombs] her 
hair. 

4 : to make (someone) feel excitement or interest about 
something you might do or say without actually doing it or 
saying it [+ obj] Stop teasing us and tell us who your surprise 
guest is. [no obj] She likes to tease. 

5 [+ obj] : to remove or separate (thin pieces of something) 
slowly and carefully ■ The twisted strands of the rope were 
gently teased apart. — often + out ■ They described the tech¬ 
niques used to tease out [=extract] genetic material from 
DNA. ■ She carefully teased the roots of the young plant out 
of the soil. — often used figuratively ■ Reporters are still try¬ 
ing to tease out [= find out] the details of the accident. ■ It 
won’t be easy to tease out the meaning of these statistics. 

— teas>ing adj ■ a teasing tone of voice — teasing noun 
[noncount] ■ There was some affectionate teasing about the 
way he was dressed. — teas-ing-ly /'tiizirjli/ adv • They 
teasingty remarked about the way he was dressed. 

2 tease noun, pi teases [count] 

1 : a person who teases other people — usually singular ■ 
He’s just a tease:, especially : a person who seems to be sexu¬ 
ally interested in someone but who is not serious about hav¬ 
ing sexual relations ■ a pretty girl who has the reputation of 
being a bit of a tease 

2 : a joking remark that criticizes someone in a friendly way 
: a teasing remark — usually singular ■ Don’t take what he 
said seriously. It was just a tease. 

3 US : teaser 2 ■ The lower rate is just a tease to attract new 
customers. 

teas*er /'ti:za>/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who teases other people : tease 

2 : something that is done, offered, or shown to make people 
want something or want to see something that will be offered 
or shown at a later time ■ A teaser for the sequel appeared at 
the end of the movie. ■ credit cards offering teaser rates to 
get people to sign up 

3 Brit : a difficult problem or puzzle : brainteaser 
tea service noun, pi ~ -vices [count]: tea set 

tea set noun, pi ~~ sets [count] : a matching set of cups and 
dishes that are used for serving tea 
tea Shop noun, pi ~ shops [count ]: tearoom 
tea«spoon /'ti:,spu:n/noM«,p/ -spoons [count] 

1 : a small spoon that is used especially for eating soft foods 
and stirring drinks ■ She stirred her coffee with a teaspoon. 

— compare tablespoon 

2 a : a spoon that is used by cooks for measuring dry and 
liquid ingredients and that holds an amount equal to Ve fluid 
ounce or Vi tablespoon ■ He measured the salt with a tea¬ 
spoon. b : the amount that a teaspoon will hold : tea¬ 
spoonful ■ She put a teaspoon of sugar in her coffee. — 
abbr. tsp. 

tea-spoon-ful /'ti:,spu:n,ful/ noun, pi -spoon-fuls 

/-,spu:n,fulz/ or -spoons-ful /-,spu:nz,ful/ [count] : the 
amount that a teaspoon will hold ■ The recipe calls for a tea¬ 
spoonful [=teaspoon] of salt. — abbr. tsp. 
teat /'tit, 'ti:t/ noun, pi teats [count] 

1 : the part of a female animal (such as a cow) through 
which a young animal receives milk 

2 Brit : nipple 2 

tea-time /'tr.jtaim/ noun [noncount] Brit: the usual time for 
the afternoon meal known as tea : late afternoon or early 
evening ■ It was nearing teatime. 
tea towel noun, pi ~ -els [count] chiefly Brit : dish towel 
tea tray noun, pi ~ trays [count] : a tray for holding a tea 
set 


tech /'tek/ noun, pi techs 

1 [count] informal : technician ■ lab/computer techs 

2 [noncount] informal : technology — often used before 
another noun ■ tech companies ■ He’s a tech geek. 

3 [noncount] : a technical school — used in the shortened 
forms of names of technical schools * Georgia Tech 

tech-ie /'teki/ noun, pi -ies [count] informal : someone who 
knows a lot about technology • computer techies 
tech-ni-cal /'tcknikal/ adj 

1 a : relating to the practical use of machines or science in 
industry, medicine, etc. ■ technical training/knowledge/skills 

■ the latest technical [=(more commonly) technological] ad¬ 
vances in aircraft design ■ If you have any problems with 
your new computer, we offer 24-hour technical support. ■ I 
missed the first 10 minutes of the show because the network 
was experiencing technical difficulties/problems, b : teach¬ 
ing practical skills rather than ideas about literature, art, etc. 

■ a technical school/college 

2 [more most ~] a : having special knowledge especially 
of how machines work or of how a particular kind of work is 
done ■ Technical experts analyzed the data. ■ The film’s direc¬ 
tor hired a real police officer as a technical consultant/advis¬ 
er. b : relating to the special skills or techniques needed to 
do a particular job or activity ■ a pianist/painter with good 
technical skills ■ Her ice-skating routine had the highest level 
of technical difficulty. = Her routine was very technical. 

3 [more most -] : involving special knowledge, language, 
etc., that is used or understood by experts but usually not by 
others ■ technical writing ■ The essay is too technical for me. ■ 
the more technical details/aspects of their research ■ 
“Cartography” is the technical name/term/word for the 
making of maps. ■ He is using the word in its technical sense/ 
meaning. 

4 : according to a very strict explanation of a rule, fact, etc. ■ 
a technical violation of the law ■ They were arguing over a 
minor technical point. [= technicality ] ■ ( informal) I’m not re¬ 
ally 18 years old until tomorrow, if you want to get technical 
about it. [=if you want to be very exact or precise about it] 

technical foul noun, pi ~ fouls [count] basketball : a foul 
that involves improper behavior or language rather than 
physical contact with an opponent — compare personal 
foul 

tech-ni-cal-i-ty /,tekn3'k£el3ti/ noun, pi -ties [count] 

1 : a small detail in a rule, law, etc., and especially one that 
forces an unwanted or unexpected result ■ These cases were 
dropped because of legal technicalities. ■ She lost the contest 
because of a technicality. = She lost the contest on a techni¬ 
cality. 

2 : something that is understood by experts but usually not 
by other people — usually plural; often + of m I don’t want to 
get into the technicalities of genetic cloning. 

technical knockout noun, pi ~ -outs : an occurrence in 
which a fighter wins a boxing match when an opponent is 
unable to continue to fight usually because of injuries 
[count] He has 10 knockouts and 6 technical knockouts, 
[noncount] He won by technical knockout. — called also TKO 
tech-ni-cal-ly /'tekmkli/ adv 

1 a : according to a very strict explanation of a rule, fact, 
etc. ■ The computer took a minute to download the file. 
Well, technically it took 53 seconds. ■ The use of the drug is 
technically illegal but difficult to prosecute. ■ Technically , a 
tomato is a fruit, not a vegetable. = Technically speaking, a 
tomato is a fruit, not a vegetable, b [more most ~] : ac¬ 
cording to or among experts ■ A map maker is (more) techni¬ 
cally known as a cartographer. 

2 [more most ~] : in a way that relates to the use of spe¬ 
cial techniques or skills ■ Her newest ice-skating routine is 
more technically difficult. ■ Technically, the pianist was per¬ 
fect, but the performance was uninspired. 

3 [more most ~] : in a way that relates to the use of ma¬ 
chines or science in industry, medicine, etc. ■ We live in a 
technically [=(more commonly) technologically] advanced so¬ 
ciety. ■ This kind of surgery is now technically possible, but it 
is still risky. 

tech-ni-cian /tek'nijan/ noun, pi -cians [count] 

1 : a person whose job relates to the practical use of ma¬ 
chines or science in industry, medicine, etc. ■ medical/X-ray/ 
laboratory technicians ■ They hired a technician to help 
maintain the office’s computers. ■ She is the lighting/sound 
technician for the play. — see also emergency medical 
TECHNICIAN 

2 somewhat formal : someone who has mastered the basic 
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techniques or skills in a sport, an art, etc. ■ As a painter, he 
was more than just a technician : he was a creative genius. 
Tech«ni*COl«Or /'tekn^kAW trademark — used for a pro¬ 
cess of color photography in movies 
technique /tek'niik/ noun, pi -niques 

1 [count] : a way of doing something by using special knowl¬ 
edge or skill ■ We learned some techniques for relieving 
stress. ■ 1 used a special technique to make the bread. 

2 [noncount] : the way that a person performs basic physical 
movements or skills ■ The players need to practice in order 
to improve their technique. * a dancer with excellent tech¬ 
nique ■ The ice-skaters will be judged on technique and cre¬ 
ativity. 

tech*nO /'tek,nou/ noun [noncount] : a type of electronic 
dance music that has a fast beat ■ The club plays only techno. 
■ techno music 

techno- combining form : technical ■ technocrat : technolog¬ 
ical ■ technophobe 

tech-noc-ra-cy /tek'ncukresi/ noun, pi -cies [count, non¬ 
count] formal : a system in which people with a lot of knowl¬ 
edge about science or technology control a society 
tech*no*crat /'tEkn3,krat/ noun, pi -crats [count] : a sci¬ 
entist or technical expert who has a lot of power in politics 
or industry 

tech*no*crat*ic AtEkna'kraetik/ adj : of, relating to, or 
similar to a technocrat or technocracy ■ a technocratic lead¬ 
er/society • a technocratic approach 
tech*nol* 0 *gist /tEk'nailacfcist/ noun, pi -gists [count] 
: someone who is an expert in technology 
tech«nol»Q»qy /tEk'na.'lscfei/ noun, pi -gies 

1 [noncount] : the use of science in industry, engineering, 
etc., to invent useful things or to solve problems ■ Recent ad¬ 
vances in medical technology have saved countless lives. ■ 
The company is on the cutting edge of technology. 

2 : a machine, piece of equipment, method, etc., that is cre¬ 
ated by technology [count] The government is developing 
innovative/advanced technologies to improve the safety of its 
soldiers. ■ How can we apply this new technology to our ev¬ 
eryday lives? [noncount] The car has the latest in fuel-saving 
technology. 

— tech-no-log-i-cal /.tekna'laicfeikal/ also US tech-no- 

log.ic /dekna'laicfeik/ adj ' Many technological advances/ 
developments/changes in medicine have taken place over 
the past decade. — tech-no-Iog-i-cal-ly Atekna'laicfeikli/ 
adv • a technologically advanced society ■ technologically 
savvy consumers 

technology park noun, pi ~ parks [count] : research 

PARK 

tech*no*phile /‘tEkn3,faj3l/ noun, pi -philes [count] 
: someone who likes and enjoys technology and modem ma¬ 
chines (such as computers) 

tech-no-phobe /'tEkna^oub/ noun, pi -phobes [count] 
: someone who fears or dislikes modem machines (such as 
computers) • My father is a technophobe. 

— tech-no-pho-bia Atekns'foubijs/ noun [noncount] ■ He 
finally overcame his technophobia and bought a computer. 
— tech-no-pho-bic /,t£kn3'foubik/ adj [more most —] 
• technophobic people 

teC*tOn*iC /tek'tarnik/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 geology : of or relating to changes in the structure of the 
Earth’s surface ■ tectonic plates/forces 

2 : having a large and important effect ■ There has been a re¬ 
cent tectonic shift/change in voting patterns. 

tec*ton-icS /tEk'taimks/ noun [noncount] geology : the 
structure of the Earth’s surface and the ways in which it 
changes shape over time ■ Scientists are studying the tecton¬ 
ics of the ocean floor. — see also plate tectonics 
ted*dy /'tcdi/ noun, pi -dies [count] chiefly US : a piece of 
light clothing that is worn by women as underwear or in bed 
teddy bear noun , pi ^ bears [count] : a soft toy bear 
te*dioUS /'tiidijas/ adj [more most —] : boring and too 
slow or long ■ He made a tedious 45-minute speech. ■ The 
work is tedious , but it needs to get done. 

— te-dious-ly adv • a tediously long speech — te-dious- 
ness noun [noncount] 

te*di*um /'tiidijam/ noun [noncount] somewhat formal : the 
quality or state of being tedious or boring ■ The movie was 
three hours of tedium. ■ I took a day off to relieve the tedium 
of work. 

1 tee /'ti:/ noun, pi tees [count] 

1 a : a small peg on which a golf ball is placed so that it can 


be hit b : an object that is used for holding a football in po¬ 
sition so that it can be kicked c chiefly US : a post on which 
a baseball is placed so that a child can hit the ball with a bat 
in T-ball ■ a batting tee 

2 : the area from which a golf ball is first hit to start play on 
a hole ■ She hit an excellent drive from the first tee. ■ a tee 
shot[= a first shot that is taken on a hole] ■ We have an 8 a.m. 
tee time. [=we start playing golf at 8 a.m.] 
to a tee : in a perfect or exact way "Her new car fits/suits 
her to a tee. [=to a 71 • That’s him to a tee. [=that is a perfect 
description of him] 

2 tee verb tees; teed; tee-ing 

tee off [phrasal verb] 1 : to hit a golf ball for the first time 
on a hole or in a round ■ We teed off at 8 a.m. ■ We watched 
her tee off at the ninth hole. 2 tee off (someone) or tee 
(someone) off US, informal : to make (someone) angry ■ 
That guy really tees me off. — see also teed off 3 tee off 
on (someone or something) US, informal : to speak about 
(someone or something) in an angry way ■ The coach teed 
off on his players to the media. 
tee up [phrasal verb] tee up or tee (a ball) up or tee up (a ball) 
: to place (a ball) on a tee ■ It’s time to tee up. ■ He teed up 
the ball. = He teed the ball up. 

teed Off adj [more most ~] US, informal : angry or an¬ 
noyed ■ She was very teed off. ■ a teed off customer — see also 
tee off at 2 tee 

’teem /'ti:m/ verb teems; teemed; teem-ing 

teem with [phrasal verb] teem with (something) : to be full of 
(life and activity) : to have many (people or animals) mov¬ 
ing around inside ■ The river teems [=abounds ] with fish. — 
usually used as (be) teeming with ■ The river way teeming 
with fish. • streets teeming with shoppers — sometimes 
used figuratively • My mind is teeming with ideas. 

— compare 2 TEEM 

— teeming adj ■ the city’s teeming [=bustling] streets 
2 teem verb teems; teemed; teeming \no obj\ of rain : to 

come down heavily : pour ■ They continued to play as the 
rain teemed down. ■ She waited in the teeming rain. ■ ( chiefly 
Brit) It has been teeming down [=raining heavily] all day. = It 
has been teeming with rain all day. — compare ‘teem 
teen /'ti:n/ noun, pi teens [count] : someone who is between 
13 and 19 years old : teenager 

— teen adj, always used before a noun 'He was a teen idol. ■ a 
teen magazine/movie ■ teen [=teenage] pregnancy — see 
also PRETEEN 

teen*age /'tr.n^icfe/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 or teen»aged /'thn^icfcd/ : between 13 and 19 years old ■ 
the teenage population ■ teenage boys/girls 

2 : relating to people who are between 13 and 19 years old ■ 
teenage [—teen] pregnancy/rebellion ■ the teenage years 

teen*ag-er /'tiin^icfciy/ noun, pi -ers [count] : someone who 
is between 13 and 19 years old ■ Their daughter is a teenager. 
■ The show is very popular among teenagers. 
teens /'ti:nz/ noun [plural] : the numbers 13 through 19 ■ 
The temperature will be in the teens today.; especially : the 
years 13 through 19 in a century or a person’s lifetime ■ Both 
of my children are in their teens now. I=are teenagers now] 
teen-sy /'ti.nsi /adj teen*si>er; -est [aho more most —] 

informal : very small : teeny 

teervsy-ween*sy /,ti:nsi'wr.nsi/ adj -ween»si-er; -est 

[also more most ~] informal : very small: teeny-weeny 
tee-ny /'ti:ni/ adj tee-ni*er; -est [also more most —] in¬ 
formal : very small : tiny ■ I’ll just have a teeny piece of 
cake. * I’m a teeny bit upset/nervous. ■ a teeny little house ■ a 
teeny tiny bug 

teeny*bop*per /'tirn^baipa 1 / noun, pi -pers [count] infor¬ 
mal + old-fashioned : a girl who is about 11 to 13 years old 
and who listens to popular music and likes current fashions 
tee-ny-wee-ny /.tiini'wiini/ adj -ween-i-er; -est [also 
more most ~] informal : very small: tiny ■ I’ll just have a 
teeny-weeny piece of cake. ■ Aren’t you even a teeny-weeny 
bit jealous? • a teeny-weeny little house/bug ■ ( humorous ) I 
like the car, too, but there’s just one teeny-weeny little prob¬ 
lem: we can’t afford it! 
teepee variant spelling of tepee 
tee shirt variant spelling of t-shirt 

tee-ter /'tiita 1 / verb -ters; -tered; -terming [no obj] : to move 
in an unsteady way back and forth or from side to side ■ The 
pile of books teetered and fell to the floor. ■ She teetered 
down the street in her high heels. — often used figuratively ■ 
Our relationship teeters between friendship and romance. ■ 
The bird is teetering on the edge of extinction. [=the bird is 
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almost extinct] ■ The countries are teetering on the brink of 
war. [=the countries are close to going to war] 
tee-ter-tot-ter / l ti:ta > )ta:ta i / noun, pi -ters [count] US 
: ‘seesaw 1 
teeth plural of tooth 

teethe /'ti:6/ verb teethes; teethed; teeth-ing [no obj ] 

1 : to have the first set of teeth begin to grow * The baby is 
starting to teethe. • She is still teething. 

2 : to bite on something in order to relieve pain caused by 
teething — usually + on ■ Give her something cold to teethe 
on. 

teething ring noun, pi ~ rings [count]: a rubber or plastic 
ring for a baby to bite on when teething 
teething troubles noun [plural] Brit: small problems that 
happen when a business, project, system, etc., is first started 
or used ■ There were some teething troubles [=growingpains] 
when we began our business. — called also teething problems 
tee-to-tal-er {chiefly US) or chiefly Brit tee-to-tal-ler 
/'tk'toutW noun, pi -ers [count] : someone who never 
drinks alcohol 

— tee-to-tal /'tii'toutj/ adj, Brit ■ a teetotal store owner ■ He 
is teetotal. 

TEFL /'tcfal/ abbr, chiefly Brit teaching English as a foreign 
language 

Tef-lon /'tE,fla:n/ trademark — used for a substance that is 
used especially for nonstick coatings on cooking pans 
Te-ja-no /tei’hainou/ noun [noncount] : a type of popular 
music from Texas and northern Mexico — often used before 
another noun ■ Tejano music/singers 
tel abbr telephone; telephone number 
tele- combining form 

1 : at or over a long distance ■ tetegram ■ telescope • tele com¬ 
munications • television 

2 : television ■ tetecast 

3 : using a telephone ■ telemarketing 

tele-cast /'tel^kasst, Brit 'teli,ka:st/ verb -casts; -cast; 
-cast-ing [+ obj] : to broadcast (a program) by television ■ 
The network will telecast [-televise] the game live. — often 
used as (be) telecast • The game will be telecast live. 

— telecast noun, pi -casts [count] ■ a live telecast of the 
concert — tele-cast-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

tel-e-com /'tcli,ka:m/ noun, pi -corns somewhat technical 

1 [count] : a telecommunications company ■ a major telecom 

2 [noncount] : the telecommunications industry ■ invest¬ 
ments in telecom — often used before another noun ■ tele¬ 
com companies/equipment/services ■ the telecom industry 

tele-com-mu-ni-ca-tions Atelika^juma'keijanz/ noun 
[plural] : the technology of sending and receiving signals, im¬ 
ages, etc., over long distances by telephone, television, satel¬ 
lite, etc. — often used before another noun ■ telecommunica¬ 
tions companies/equipment • the telecommunications indus¬ 
try 

tele-com-mute /'tclika.mjuit/ verb -mutes; -mut*ed; 
-mut-ing [no obj] : to work at home by using a computer 
connection to a company’s main office ■ The company now 
allows some of its employees to telecommute. 

— tele-com-mut-er noun, pi -ers [count] 
tele-con-fer-enc-ing / , teli,ka:nfr3nsir)/ noun [noncount] 

: the use of telephones and video equipment to have a meet¬ 
ing with people who are in different places ■ The manager 
talked to her employees via/by (video) teleconferencing. 

— tele-con-fer-ence / l teli,ka:nfr3ns/ noun, pi -enc-es 
[count] ■ We had three teleconferences in one day. 

tele-ge-nic /.tela'cfcenik/ adj [more most —] : tending to 
look good or seem likable on television ■ She is very telege¬ 
nic. ■ a telegenic politician — compare photogenic 
tele-gram /'tcla^raem/ noun, pi -grams [count] : a message 
that is sent by telegraph — called also wire 
1 tele-graph /'telajgrasf, Brit , teli,gra:f/ noun, pi -graphs 

1 [noncount] : an old-fashioned system of sending messages 
over long distances by using wires and electrical signals ■ I 
sent the message by telegraph. 

2 [count] : a device used for sending or receiving messages 
by telegraph 

2 telegraph verb -graphs: -graphed: -graph.ing 

1 a : to send (a message) by telegraph [+ obj] He telegraphed 
a message to her. [no obj] Please telegraph when you get 
there, b [+ obj] : to send a telegram to (someone) ■ Please 
telegraph me when you get there. 

2 [+ obj] : to make (something that you are about to do or 
say) obvious or apparent by the way you move, look, etc. ■ 


The look on her face telegraphed bad news. ■ He lost the box¬ 
ing match because he was telegraphing his punches, 
telegraph pole noun, pi ~ poles [count] Brit : tele¬ 
phone POLE 

tele-mar-ket-ing Atela'maa'katir)/ noun [noncount] chiefly 
US : the activity or job of selling goods or services by calling 
people on the telephone ■ He has a job in telemarketing, 
[-{chiefly Brit ) telesales] 

— tele-mar-ket-er Atela'maa'kata 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 
te-lem-e-try /ta'lematri/ noun [noncount] technical : the 

process of using special equipment to take measurements of 
something (such as pressure, speed, or temperature) and 
send them by radio to another place 
tele-path-ic Atela'pzeGik/ adj 

1 : of or relating to telepathy ■ telepathic communication/ 
powers 

2 : having the ability to know another person’s thoughts 
without being told what they are : able to read minds ■ You 
need to tell me what you’re thinking. I’m not telepathic. 

— tele-path-i-cal-ly Atela'paeGikli/ adv ■ The twins seem to 
communicate telepathically. 

te-lep-a-thy /ta'lepaGi/ noun [noncount] : a way of commu¬ 
nicating thoughts directly from one person’s mind to anoth¬ 
er person’s mind without using words or signals 
1 tele-phone /'tel3,foun/ noun, pi -phones 

1 [noncount] : a system that uses wires and radio signals to 
send sounds (such as people’s voices) over long distances 
: phone ■ We spoke by telephone. ■ a telephone line/compa¬ 
ny/operator ■ I just have to make a quick telephone call be¬ 
fore we leave. ■ You can order the cake over the telephone. ■ 
{Brit) He screamed at me down the telephone, {^through the 
telephone] 

2 [count] : a device that is connected to a telephone system 
and that you use to listen or speak to someone who is some¬ 
where else : phone ■ The telephone has been ringing all 
morning! ■ She picked up the telephone and dialed the num¬ 
ber. ■ He slammed/put down the telephone. ■ They hired 
someone to answer the telephones. ■ All our telephones are 
cordless. ■ I left the telephone off the hook. ■ a public tele¬ 
phone ■ a cellular telephone [-cell phone] 

on the telephone 1 : using a telephone to talk to someone 
■ She is always (talking) on the telephone. [=on the phone] ■ 
He came to the door while I was on the telephone. 2 Brit 
: connected to a telephone system ■ the percentage of 
households on the telephone [=on the phone] 



telephone verb -phones; -phoned: -phon-ing : to speak 
or try to speak to (someone) using a telephone : to call or 
phone (someone) [+ obj] He telephoned me to say that he 
was going to be late. ■ I’ll telephone the police, [no obj] He 
telephoned to say that he was going to be late. ■ You never 
write or telephone. 

telephone book noun, pi ~ books [count] : phone 

BOOK 

telephone booth noun, pi ~ booths [count] chiefly US 

: PHONE BOOTH 
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telephone box noun, pi ~ boxes [count] Brit : phone 

BOOTH 

telephone directory noun, pi ~ -ries [count] : phone 

BOOK 

telephone number noun, pi ~ -bers [count] : a number 
that you dial on a telephone to reach a particular person, 
business, etc.: phone number 
telephone pole noun, pi ~ poles [count] chiefly US : a tall 
wooden pole that supports the wires of a telephone system 
— called also (Brit) telegraph pole 
telephone tag noun [noncount] chiefly US : a situation in 
which two people keep trying to call each other on the tele¬ 
phone but are unable to reach each other ■ We’ve been play¬ 
ing telephone tag —she’s always out when I call, and vice ver¬ 
sa. — called also (US, informal)phone tag 
te-le-pho-nist /ta'lefamst/ noun,pi -nists [count]Brit : op¬ 
erator 2 

te-le-pho-ny /ta'lefani/ noun [noncount] technical : the use 
of a telephone system to send and receive sounds over lcng 
distances 

tele-pho-to lens Atela'foutou-/ noun, pi ~ lenses [count] 
: a lens for a camera that makes things that are far away ap¬ 
pear to be closer — compare zoom lens 
tele*print*er /'tela,prints/ noun, pi -ers [count] chiefly Brit 

: TELETYPEWRITER 


tele*prompt-er / , tel3,pra:mpt3'/ noun, pi -ers [count] 
chiefly US : a machine that helps someone who is speaking 
to an audience or on television by showing the words that 
need to be said 

tele-sales /'tel3,seilz/ noun [noncount] chiefly Brit 
: TELEMARKETING 

1 tele-scope /'teUskoup/ 
noun, pi -scopes [count] 

: a device shaped like a 
long tube that you look 
through in order to see 
things that are far away ■ 

The rings of Saturn can be 
seen through a telescope. 

— see also radio tele¬ 
scope 

2 telescope verb -scopes; 

-scoped; -scop-ing 

1 [no obj] : to become 

shorter by having one section slide inside another somewhat 
larger section ■ The radio antenna telescopes. 

2 [+ obj ] : to make (something) shorter in length or time — 
often + into ■ The director needed to telescope [-condense] 
the four-hour movie into three hours. 



telescope 


tele-SCOp-ic Atels'skaipik/ adj 

1 : made or seen with a telescope ■ telescopic observations/ 
images/views of Mars 

2 : having the power to make objects that are far away ap¬ 
pear to be closer ■ a telescopic lens ■ The rifle has a telescopic 
sight. 

3 : able to become longer or shorter by having sections that 
slide inside one another ■ a telescopic antenna ■ a telescopic 
steering wheel/column 

— tele-scop-i-cal-ly /,tel3'ska;pikli/ adv 
tele-text /'teb.tekst/ noun [noncount] technical : a system 
for broadcasting written information on television ■ Televi¬ 
sion stations use teletext to show sports scores and news. ■ 
teletext services 


tele-thon / l tel3 l 0a:n/ noun, pi -thons [count] : a long televi¬ 
sion program that tries to raise money for a charity by ask¬ 
ing people to call during the program and make a donation 
Tele-type /'tel3,taip/ trademark — used for a teletypewriter 
tele-type-writ-er /,tel3'taip,raito/ noun, pi -ers [count] 
chiefly US : a machine that prints written messages that have 
been sent using a telephone system — called also ( chiefly 
Brit) teleprinter /'tels,prints/ 

tel-evan-ge-list /jteli'vaencfcshst/ howh, p/-lists [count] : a 
person and especially a preacher who appears on television 
in order to teach about Christianity and try to persuade peo¬ 
ple to become Christians 

— tel*evan-ge*lism Ateli'vaencfes.lizam/ noun [noncount] 
tele-vise /'tEl3,vaiz/ verb -vis-es; -vised; -vis-ing [+ obj ] 
: to broadcast (something) by television ■ The same network 
will televise the tournament next year. — often used as (be) 
televised ■ The speech will be televised live. • televised baseball 
games • a televised debate 


tele-vi-sion /'tel3,vi33n/ noun, pi -sions 

1 [ noncount ] : an electronic system of sending images and 
sounds by a wire or through space ■ Do you have satellite or 
cable television ? [-TV] 

2 [count] : a piece of equipment with a screen that receives 
images and sounds sent by television ■ Can you turn on/off 
the television ? [-TV, (chiefly Brit) telly] ■ Please turn up/down 
the television. [=make the television louder/quieter] ■ wide¬ 
screen televisions — see picture at living room 

3 [noncount] : programs that are broadcast by television ■ 
We don’t watch much television. [-TV, (chiefly Brit) telly] ■ a 
television [=TV] prograin/show/series 

4 [noncount] : the television broadcasting industry ■ She 
works in television. ■ He’s a star of stage, screen, and televi¬ 
sion. ■ a television [-TV] producer/reporter/company 

on (the) television : broadcast by television : being shown 
by television ■ What is on the television [-on TV, (chiefly 
Brit) on (the) telly] tonight? ■ There’s nothing on television 
right now. [=there are no programs that I would like to 
watch now] ■ The movie will be on television next month. • I 
recognize your face. Are you on television ? [=do you ap¬ 
pear in a television program?] 
television set noun, pi ~ sets [count ]: television 2 
tele-work-ing /'tel3,w»kir)/ noun [noncount] chiefly Brit 
: the activity of working at home and communicating with 
customers or other workers by using a computer, telephone, 
etc. 

— tele-work-er /'tel3,w»k3/ noun, pi -ers [count] 
tel-ex /'te,lcks/ noun, pi -ex«es 

1 [noncount]: a system of communication in which messag¬ 
es are sent over long distances by using a telephone system 
and are printed by using a special machine (called a teletype¬ 
writer) ■ The message was sent by telex. 

2 [count]: a message sent by telex ■ We received a telex from 
New York. 

— telex verb -exes; -exed; -ex-ing [+ obj] • He telexed her 
a message. 

tell /'tel/ verb tells; told /'tould/; tell-ing 
T "[+ obj ] a : to say or write (something) to (someone) ■ He 
told us the story. ■ Has she told you the good news, yet? ■ 
Please tell us your name and occupation. ■ She looked at the 
palm of my hand and told me my fortune. ■ I promise not to 
tell anyone your secret. = I promise not to tell your secret to 
anyone. — often + about ■ You can tell me all about your trip 
at dinner. — often + that ■ If you see her, tell her (that) we 
miss her. ■ People tell me (that) Paris is nice this time of year. 
■ I keep telling myself (that) everything will be OK. ■ My hus¬ 
band tellsftold me (that) you play golf. — often + what, 
where, etc. ■ He told us what happened. ■ Can you tell them 
how to play the game while I get the cards? ■ / can’t tell you 
how pleased we are [=we are very pleased] that you could 
join us. <*• This sense of tell is often used informally to em¬ 
phasize a statement. ■ You are wrong, / tell you • I can tell 
you —it’s not worth the hassle. ■ I’m telling you, I don’t know 
anyone by that name. ■ I’ll tell you one thing she was awfully 
arrogant. • I’ll tell you something/this I would never have 
bought that car. ■ Let me tell you (something) he may be old, 
but he can still win baseball games. ■ To tell you the truth, I 
didn’t really like the movie. ■ “The car turned out to be a 
lemon!” “ What did I tell yoifl ” [=you should have listened to 
me; you should have followed my advice] b : to say (a word 
or words) to (someone) ■ I didn’t get a chance to tell him 
goodbye. [=to say goodbye to him] ■ If you see her, tell her 
hello for me. ■ “I feel sick,” he told his mom. 

2 a : to give information to (someone) by speaking or writ¬ 
ing [+ obj] “What is his name?” “I don’t know. He didn’t tell 
me.” ■ Be sure to tell me when they get here. = When they get 
here, be sure to tell me (so). ■ “I know the answer.” “ Don’t tell 
me [=don’t say what the answer is] I want to guess.” ■ “Do 
you know where the library is?” “I’m sorry. I couldn’t tell 
you” (=1 don’t know] [no obj] “Who is the letter from?” “I’m 
not telling.” b : to let (someone) know a secret [+ obj] I 
promise not to tell anyone. ■ I can’t tell you because it’s a se¬ 
cret. [no obj ] Your secret is safe with me: I’ll never tell. 

3 [+ obj] : to express (something) by speaking ■ He loves tell¬ 
ing stories/jokes. ■ You shouldn't tell [-reveal] other people’s 
secrets. ■ She got in trouble for telling a lie. ■ I’m telling the 
truth. ■ I didn’t really like the movie, to tell the truth [=to say 
what I really think] ■ Truth be told[= to say what the truth is], 
the food was pretty bad. 

4 [+ obj]: to give (someone) an instruction or command ■ Be 
quiet and do what I tell you. = Be quiet and do as you’re told 

— usually followed by to + verb ■ The police officer told him 
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to stop. ■ I was told to stay here. ■ I’ll tell them to meet us there 
at 6 o’clock. ■ I told myself to pick up some milk on the way 
home, but I forgot to do it. ■ You can’t tell me what to do. 

5 : to inform others that someone has done something 
wrong or behaved badly — used especially by children [no 
obj] If you do that. I’ll tell. [+ obj] I’m telling Mom. — see 
also tell ON 1 (below) 

6 [+ obj] : to give information to (someone or something) by 
doing a particular action or making a particular sound • 
When the dog scratches at the door, she is telling you that 
she wants to go outside. ■ The oven will beep to tell you when 
it is preheated. 

7 [+ obj] : to make (something) known to (someone) ■ The 
expressions on their faces told me everything I needed to 
know. ■ The evidence tells us that there were two robbers. ■ 
The signs will tell you what exit to take off the highway. 

8 not used in progressive tenses [+ obj] : to see or understand 
the differences between two people or things ■ I can definite¬ 
ly tell a/the difference between the two sauces. ■ They look 
exactly the same. How can you tell which is whiclft ■ I can’t 
tell who Is who with their uniforms on. ■ He is old enough to 
tell right from wrong [=to know what things are good and 
what things are bad] 

9 not used in progressive tenses : to see or know (something) 
with certainty [+ obj] It was easy to tell that the bill was 
counterfeit. ■ It’s hard to tell if she’s kidding or not. — usual¬ 
ly used after can or could ■ “He’s lying." “Really? How can 
you tell?” • I could tell (by/from the look on his face) that he 
was lying. ■ You can tell a lot about a person by the kind of 
car they drive. ■ No one can tell for sure whether it will hap¬ 
pen. • Who can fe//[=who can predict] what will happen next 
season? ■ You can never tell what type of mood he will be in. 
■ You never can tell how he’ll be feeling, [no obj] You might 
win the raffle— you never can tell. ■ As far/near as I can tell, 
he is happy at his new job. [=he seems to me to be happy in 
his new job] 

all told see 2 all 

don’t tell me informal 1 — used to show that you already 
know what someone is going to say especially because he 
or she often says such things ■ “I have a favor to ask of 
you.” “Don’t tell me —I bet you need to borrow more mon¬ 
ey, don’t you?" 2 — used to express surprise and disap¬ 
pointment ■ “ Don’t tell me the concert tickets were all sold 
out?!” “No, I bought the last two tickets.” 

I/I’ll tell you what also tell you what informal — used to in¬ 
troduce a suggestion or to emphasize a statement ■ (I’ll) 
Tell you what —I’ll let you borrow the car if you fill it up 
with gas. ■ I tell you what , 1 wouldn’t pay that much for a 
pair of shoes. 

/ told you (so) informal — used to say to someone that you 
were right about something especially when that person 
disagreed with you ■ “You were right after all.” “See. I told 
you so!" 

tell against [phrasal verb] tell against (someone) Brit, formal 
: to be a disadvantage to (someone) ■ His unkempt appear¬ 
ance is bound to tell against him in court. 
tell apart [phrasal verb] tell (someone or something) apart 
: to see what the differences are between (people or things) 
: to identify (people or things that look similar to each oth¬ 
er) ■ They look so much alike that I can barely/hardly/ 
scarcely tell them apart. ■ It is hard telling the twins apart, 
tell it like It Is US, informal : to say what the facts are : to 
speak about unpleasant things in an honest way • I don’t 
want to offend anyone; I’m just telling it like it is. ■ You can 
always count on John to tell it like it is. 
tell me — used in speech to introduce a question ■ Tell me, is 
there a subway nearby? ■ So tell me, what did you think of 
the movie? 

tell me about it informal — used to say that you understand 
what someone is talking about because you have had the 
same or a similar experience ■ “Something is wrong with 
that computer.” “Yeah, tell me about it. I can never get it to 
work properly.” 

tell of [phrasal verb] formal + literary 1 tell of (something) 
a : to be evidence of (something) : indicate ■ Her smile 
told of her good news. ■ His rough hands tell of a hard life, 
b : to describe (something) : to make the details of (some¬ 
thing) known ■ The article tells of her Arctic journey. ■ The 
explorer’s journals tell of a vast unexplored wilderness. 2 
tell (someone) of (something) : to talk to (someone) about 
(something) - He told us o/his plans to move to the city. 
tell off [phrasal verb] tell (someone) off or tell off (someone) 
informal 1 US : to yell at or insult (someone who did or 


said something that made you angry) ■ He wished that he 
could tell his boss off. — often +for ■ She told him off for 
spreading rumors about her. 2 Brit : to criticize (some¬ 
one) in an angry way from a position of authority — often 
+for ■ The teacher told the girl off for talking during class. 
tell on [phrasal verb] 1 tell on (someone) informal : to tell 
someone in authority about the bad behavior or actions of 
(someone) ■ Please don’t tell on me. 2 tell on (someone or 
something) not used in progressive tenses : to have a notice¬ 
able effect on (someone or something) ■ The stress began 
to tell on her face/health. 
tell time or tell the time see ‘time 

there’s no telling — used to say that it is impossible to 
know something with certainty ■ There’s no telling how 
long the strike will last. 

you’re telling me informal — used to say that you already 
know and completely agree with something that was just 
said - “This hot weather is brutal.” “ You're telling me.” 
tell—all /'tel'ail/ noun, pi -alls [count] : a book that contains 
new and usually shocking information about someone or 
something — often used before another noun ■ a tell-all bi¬ 
ography 

tell-er /'tela 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who tells something (such as a story) to some¬ 
one else ■ a teller of tales — see also FORTUNE-TELLER, STO¬ 
RYTELLER 

2 : a person who works in a bank and whose job is to receive 
money from customers and pay out money to customers 

3 : a person whose job is to count votes 
tell-ing /'telii]/ adj [more most —] 

1 : producing a strong or important effect ■ Her experience 
is/provides a telling example of why the nation’s educational 
system needs to be changed. ■ The most telling moment in 
the case was when the victim took the stand. 

2 : giving information about someone or something without 
intending to ■ Her response to the question was very telling. 
[=it showed how she really felt; it revealed something about 
her character] ■ a telling comment/remark 

— tell-ing-ly adv Tellingly, she chose not to reply. 

1 tel I -tale /'tel,teil/ adj, always used before a noun : indicating 
that something exists or has occurred ■ The sauce had the 
telltale odor of garlic. ■ He had the telltale signs of smallpox. 
■ Slurred speech is usually a telltale sign of intoxication. 
2 telltale noun, pi -tales [count] Brit, informal : tatitetale 
tel-ly /■tcli/ noun, pi teMies chiefly Brit, informal : TELEVI¬ 
SION [count] Please turn off the telly, [noncount] I just want 
to relax and watch the/some telly. 

on (the) telly : being shown by television ■ What’s on telly to¬ 
night? 

tem-blor /'temblas Brit tem'bb:/ noun, pi -blors [count] 
chiefly US, somewhat formal: EARTHQUAKE ■ a minor tem¬ 
blor 

te-mer-i-ty /ta'merati/ noun [noncount] formal : the quality 
of being confident and unafraid of danger or punishment es¬ 
pecially in a way that seems rude or foolish ■ No one has the 
temerity [=audacity] to disagree with her. ■ He was punished 
for his temerity. 

1 temp /'temp/ noun, pi temps [count] 

1 chiefly US, informal : temperature ■ What’s the temp 
outside? ■ Is he running a temp? = Does he have a tempi 

2 : someone who works at a place for a limited and usually 
short period of time : a temporary worker- We had to hire a 
temp to fill in for her. 

2 temp verb temps; temped; tempting [no obj] : to work as 
a temporary worker ■ I temped [^worked as a temp] in a doc¬ 
tor’s office for a couple of months, 
tem-peh /'tem.pei/ noun [noncount] : an Asian food that is 
made from fermented soybeans 
1 tern-per /'tempa-/ noun, pi -pers 

1 a [count] : the tendency of someone to become angry ■ She 
has a bad/hot/quick/terrible/violent temper. ■ That boy has 
quite a temper. • He needs to learn to control his temper. • 
Tempers flared [=people became angry] and a fight broke 
out. ■ After months of delays, tempers began to fray, ^peo¬ 
ple began to get angry] — see also short temper b : a 
state of being angry [noncount] She hit him in a fit of tem¬ 
per. [singular] He slammed the door and left in a temper. 

2 [count] : calmness of mind : composure ■ I lost my tem¬ 
per^ got angry] (with him) and yelled at him. ■ It’s often dif¬ 
ficult for parents not to lose their tempers. ■ He was upset but 
kept his temper. [=remained calm; did not become angry, be¬ 
gin shouting, etc.] 
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3 [singular] a : the way that a person is feeling at a particu¬ 
lar time : mood • He is in a pleasant/foul temper, b : the 
usual attitude, mood, or behavior of a person or animal ■ a 
dog with a good/bad temper [-temperament, disposition ] ■ 
She has an even temper. [=she does not easily become angry, 
upset, etc.] — see also tempered 

4 [ noncount ] formal : the ideas, attitudes, etc., that a group 
of people have especially during a particular period of time ■ 
Her novels capture the temper of the times. 

2 temper verb -pers; -pered; -per.ing [+ obj] 

1 formal : to make (something) less severe or extreme ■ 
Higher interest rates have tempered [= lessened] the demand 
for new houses. — often 4- with or by • He tempered his criti¬ 
cism with a few words of encouragement. = He tempered his 
criticism by adding a few words of encouragement. — often 
used as (be) tempered • He believes in justice tempered with 
mercy. 

2 technical : to cause (something, such as steel or glass) to 
become hard or strong by heating it and cooling it • The 
steel/glass must be properly tempered. — see also tem¬ 
pered 

tem-pera /'tcmpara/ noun [noncount] : a kind of paint in 
which the color is mixed with water and usually egg ■ He 
paints in/with tempera. 

tem*per-a-ment /*tempr3m3nt/ noun, pi -merits : the 
usual attitude, mood, or behavior of a person or animal 
[count] She has a nervous temperament. [=she is a nervous 
person] ■ The dogs have excellent temperaments, ^disposi¬ 
tions, tempers] ■ people with artistic/poetic temperaments 
[noncount] The two women were opposite in temperament. 
tem*per*a*men*tal Atcmpra'mcntl/ adj 

1 [more most ~] a : likely to become upset or angry ■ a 
temperamental child • The actor is known for being tempera¬ 
mental. b : unpredictable in behavior or performance ■ a 
temperamental horse ■ The old computer is temperamental. 

2 : of or relating to someone’s usual attitude, mood, or be¬ 
havior ■ They divorced due to temperamental differences. 

— tem-per-a-men*taMy adv • Temperamentally, he’s not 
suited for the job. ■ The twins are temperamentally differ¬ 
ent. 

tem-per*ance /'tcmprans/ noun [ noncount ] 

1 old-fashioned : the practice of drinking little or no alcohol 

■ The minister preached about temperance. 

2 formal : the practice of always controlling your actions, 
thoughts, or feelings so that you do not eat or drink too 
much, become too angry, etc. ■ His lifestyle was marked by 
temperance. [=moderation] 

tem-per-ate /'tcmprat/ adj 

1 : having temperatures that are not too hot or too cold ■ 
temperate climates/forests/regions/zones 

2 formal : emotionally calm and controlled ■ They had a 
temperate discussion. ■ He is a temperate man. 

3 old-fashioned : avoiding behavior that goes beyond what is 
normal, healthy, or acceptable ■ a temperate [-moderate] 
drinker — opposite intemperate 

tem«per«a*ture /'tempra.tf uay noun . pi -tu res 

1 : a measurement that indicates how hot or cold something 
is : a measurement in degrees showing the heat of something 
(such as air or water) [count] The water temperature has ris¬ 
en (by) two degrees. [=the water has become two degrees 
warmer] ■ Water boils at a temperature of 212°F. • The sam¬ 
ples are kept/maintained at a constant temperature. • The 
weatherman predicted unusually low/high temperatures for 
the area. ■ There was a sudden fall/drop in temperature. [=it 
got colder] ■ a change in temperature = a temperature change 
[noncount] Keep the wine at room temperature. [=the tem¬ 
perature of a room that is comfortable] 

2 a [singular] : a measurement of the heat in a person’s body 

■ the normal body temperature of 98.6°F • Did you take his 
temperature ? [=did you use a thermometer to find out if he 
had a fever?] b [count] : a level of heat that is above what is 
normal for the human body : fever ■ I have a temperature. 
= I am running a temperature. 

3 [count] formal : the level of anger, excitement, etc., in a sit¬ 
uation • The governor’s speech raised/lowered the political 
temperature. [=it made people more/less angry about the po¬ 
litical situation] ■ The love affair raised the temperature of the 
story. [=it made the story more exciting] 

tem*pered /'temped/ adj, always used before a noun 
: brought to the desired hardness or strength by heating and 
cooling ■ tempered steel/glass — see also bad-tempered, 


GOOD-TEMPERED, ILL-TEMPERED. QUICK-TEMPERED, 
SHORT-TEMPERED 

tem«pest /'tempast/ noun, pi -pests [count] literary : a vio¬ 
lent storm — often used figuratively ■ A tempest is brewing 
over the new tax laws. ■ a tempest of controversy/emotions 
a tempest in a teapot US : a situation in which people are 
upset or angry about something that is not very important 
■ The whole problem/controversy turned out to be a tem¬ 
pest in a teapot. [-{Brit) a storm in a teacup] 
tem-pes-tu-ous /tem'pcstfawas/ adj [more most ~] 

1 literary : affected by a tempest : stormy • a tempestuous 
sea • tempestuous weather 

2 : full of strong emotions (such as anger or excitement) 
: stormy ■ a tempestuous romance/relationship/debate 

template /'tcmplat/ noun, pi -plates [count] 

1 : a shape or pattern that is cut out of a hard material (such 
as metal or plastic) and used to make the same shape and 
pattern in other pieces of material 

2 computers : a computer document that has the basic for¬ 
mat of something (such as a business letter, chart, graph, 
etc.) and that can be used many different times • The soft¬ 
ware includes templates for common marketing documents 
like pamphlets and flyers. 

3 : something that is used as an example of how to do, make, 
or achieve something — often + for ■ The bridge’s design be¬ 
came a template for other bridges. ■ Her career was my tem¬ 
plate for success in the publishing industry. [=1 followed her 
example of how to succeed in the publishing industry] 

1 tenvple /'tcmpal/ noun, pi tem-ples 

la [count] : a building for worship ■ Buddhist/Hindu/Jew¬ 
ish/Mormon temples ■ ancient Greek temples — compare 
church, mosque, synagogue b [noncount] chiefly US 
\ religious services held in a temple ■ Friday evenings we go 
to temple. [=attend services] ■ He is at temple. 

2 [count] : a meeting place for the members of a local group 
that is part of a larger organization ■ a Masonic temple 

— compare 2 temple 

2 temple noun, pi temples [count] : the small, flat area on 
each side of your forehead — see picture at face 

— compare ‘temple 
tem-po /'tempou/ noun 

1 pi tem^pos also tem-pi /'tempi/ : the speed at which a mu¬ 
sical piece is played or sung [count] The song has a slow/ 
fast/upbeat tempo, [noncount] The composition has many 
changes of tempo. — compare rhythm; see also up-tempo 

2 pi tempos : the speed at which something moves or hap¬ 
pens : pace [count] We walked at a fast tempo. ■ The tempo 
of the game slowed down, [noncount] The dance starts out 
fast and then switches tempo. 

1 tem a po*ral /'tcmparal/ adj 

1 formal : of or relating to life on the earth and not spiritual 
life ■ the temporal [=, secular ] and spiritual worlds 

2 technical : of or relating to time ■ They are studying the 
spatial and temporal patterns of weather systems. 

— compare 2 temporal 

temporal adj, always used before a noun : located near the 
temples at the sides of the forehead ■ the temporal bone/lobe 

— compare ‘temporal 
tem»po«rary /'temp3,reri/ adj 

1 : continuing for a limited amount of time : not permanent 
■ The drug will give you temporary relief from the pain. ■ a 
temporary job ■ The delay is only temporary. 

2 : intended to be used for a limited amount of time ■ tempo¬ 
rary workers ■ The settlers built temporary shelters. ■ a tem¬ 
porary solution 

— tem-po*rari-ly Atempa'rerali/ adv ■ We lost power tempo¬ 
rarily. ■ The store is temporarily closed for renovations. 

terri'po-rize also Brit tem-po«rise /'temp3,raiz/ verb -riz- 
es; -rized; -riz-ing [no obj] formal : to avoid making a deci¬ 
sion or giving a definite answer in order to have more time ■ 
Pressured by voters on both sides of the issue, the congress¬ 
men temporized. 

tempt /'tempt/ verb tempts; tempted; tempting [+ obj ] 

: to cause (someone) to do or want to do something even 
though it may be wrong, bad, or unwise ■ The smell of the 
pie tempted me, but I resisted. [=1 wanted some pie but did 
not eat any] ■ He tempted [=enticed\ me with the offer of 
more money. — often + into ■ The smell of the pie tempted 
me into having a piece. [=it caused me to eat a piece of pie] • 
The saleswoman tried to tempt us into buying a more expen¬ 
sive model. — often followed by to + verb • The saleswoman 
tried to tempt us to buy a more expensive model. — often 
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used as (be) tempted• “Would you like some more pie?” “I’m 
tempted , but no thank you.” ■ Students may be tempted to 
cheat on the test. (=they may consider cheating on the test] ■ 

I was sorely tempted to say [=1 very much wanted to say] 
something rude to her. but I didn’t. ■ She was tempted to quit 
and find a new job. ■ I’m tempted [=I‘m inclined] to say yes, 
but I’m not completely sure. 

tempt fate : to do something that is very risky or dangerous 
■ He felt it would be tempting fate if he invested all his mon¬ 
ey in one company. ■ Race car drivers tempt fate every time 
they race. 

temp-ta-tion /temp'teijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : a strong urge or desire to have or do something [count] 

— often followed by to + verb ■ I resisted the temptation to 
buy the shoes. • He could not resist the temptation to show off 
his new car. ■ Don’t give in to the temptation to snack be¬ 
tween meals. ■ There is always a/the temptation to procrasti¬ 
nate. [noncount] She gave in to temptation. - She suc¬ 
cumbed to temptation. 

2 [count] : something that causes a strong urge or desire to 
have or do something and especially something that is bad, 
wrong, or unwise ■ Money/power is always a temptation. ■ 
The dessert menu has a lot of delicious temptations. ■ the 
temptations of the city 

tempting /'temptiq/ adj [more most ~] : causing an 
urge or desire to have or do something • The desserts look 
very tempting. • It is tempting to think of him as the next 
American president. ■ It was a tempting [-enticing] offer. 

— tempt-ing-ly adv • It is temptingly easy to cheat on taxes. ■ 
The desserts were temptingly [= enticingly] displayed. 

tempt*ress /'temptras/ noun, pi -ress*es [count] : a wom¬ 
an who makes a man want to have sex with her : a very at¬ 
tractive woman ■ a seductive temptress 
tem*pu*ra /tem'pura/ noun [noncount] : a Japanese dish 
that is made of seafood or vegetables that are covered in bat¬ 
ter and fried 
ten /'ten/ noun, pi tens 

1 [count]: the number 10 

2 [count]: the tenth in a set or series ■ the ten of spades • page 
ten 

3 [noncount] : ten o’clock ■ “What time is it” “It’s ten." 

4 [count] a US : a ten-dollar bill ■ The total cost was $7.83 
and she gave him a ten. ■ Do you have any fives or tens ? b 
Brit : a ten-pound note 

5 [singular] a : something that is the best ■ The food at the 
restaurant is a (perfect) ten. b : a very attractive person ■ 
She’s a ten. 

ten a penny Brit, informal : very common ■ Thrillers are ten 
a penny [=([75) a dime a dozen] these days. 
ten out of ten — used to say that something was done very 
well • I’ll give them ten out of ten for creativity. 
ten to one informal: very likely • Ten to one they’ll lose. [=1 
think they’ll almost certainly lose] 

— ten adj • ten cars/guests/choices — ten pronoun ■ Ten (of 
them) passed the test. 

ten*a*ble /'tenabal/ adj [more most ~] formal : capable 
of being defended against attack or criticism • The theory is 
no longer tenable. [= defensible ] ■ a tenable argument 
te*na*cioUS /ta'neijas/ adj [more most ~] 

1 a : not easily stopped or pulled apart: firm or strong ■ The 
company has a tenacious hold on the market. ■ a tenacious 
grip b : continuing for a long time ■ tenacious myths/tradi¬ 
tions ■ a tenacious effort/battle 

2 : very determined to do something ■ He is a tenacious 
[-persistent] negotiator/competitor. ■ She is quite tenacious. 

— te-na-cious-ly adv • She clung tenaciously to her beliefs. ■ 
He fought tenaciously. — te*nac*i*ty /ta'naesati/ noun 
[noncount] ■ I am impressed by their tenacity. ■ She fought 
with great tenacity. 

ten*an*cy /'tenansi/ noun, pi -cies formal 

1 a [noncount] : the right to use another person’s property 
(such as land, a house, etc.) for a short period of time ■ He 
was granted tenancy of the farm, b [count] : the amount of 
time during which you are allowed to use another person’s 
property ■ a 12-month tenancy ■ During his tenancy, he tried 
to make as many improvements as he could. 

2 [noncount] : the state or fact of owning property (such as 
land, a house, etc.) ■ They had joint tenancy of the building. 
[=they owned the building together/jointly] 

ten-ant /'tenant/ noun, pi -ants [count] : a person, business, 
group, etc., that pays to use another person’s property 
: someone who rents or leases a house, apartment, etc., from 


a landlord ■ A tenant is now leasing the apartment, 
tenant farmer noun, pi ~ -mers [count] : a farmer who 
raises crops on land that is rented from someone else 
tend /'tend/ verb tends; tend-ed; tend-ing 

1 [no obj] a — used to describe what often happens or what 
someone often does or is likely to do; followed by to + verb ■ 
He tends to slouch. ■ 1 have to be careful about what I eat be¬ 
cause I tend to gain weight easily. ■ People in my family tend 
to be tall. [=a lot of people in my family are tall] ■ The store 
tends to get busy [=the store is often/usually busy] on week¬ 
ends. ■ I tend not to trust politicians. [=1 often/usually don’t 
trust politicians] b — used to describe a quality that some¬ 
one or something often has or is likely to have; + toward or 
towards • He tends towards perfectionism. [=he tends to be a 
perfectionist] ■ Her decorating style tends toward the infor¬ 
mal. [=tends to be informal] 

2 : to give your attention to and take care of (something or 
someone) [+ obj] Please tend [-mind] the store while I’m 
away. ■ She tends her garden daily. ■ we\\-tended gardens ■ He 
tended his ailing mother, [no obj] — + to ■ 1 have to tend to 
(the) business. ■ The nurse tended to their wounds. 

tend bar see 1 b ar 

ten*den*CV /'tendansi/ noun, pi -cies [count] 

1 : a quality that makes something likely to happen or that 
makes someone likely to think or behave in a particular way 
■ The door has a tendency to get stuck. [=the door often gets 
stuck] ■ She has a tendency to overreact. = She has a tendency 
toward/towards overreacting. [=she tends to overreact; she 
often overreacts] ■ She displayed criminal tendencies [=she 
behaved in ways that suggested she was going to become a 
criminal] even when she was very young. 

2 : a way of behaving, proceeding, etc., that is developing 
and becoming more common ■ There is a growing tendency 
among young people to continue living with their parents af¬ 
ter college. [=more and more young people are continuing to 
live with their parents after college] ■ The economy has 
shown a general tendency toward inflation. 

ten*den*tioUS /ten'den/as/ adj [more most ~] formal + 
disapproving : strongly favoring a particular point of view in 
a way that may cause argument : expressing a strong opin¬ 
ion ■ He made some extremely tendentious remarks. 

- ten*den*tious*ly adv - ten-den-tious-ness noun 
[noncount] 

1 ten*der /'tend3>/ ad) -der-er; -est [or more most ~] 

1 : very loving and gentle : showing affection and love for 
someone or something ■ He gave her a tender look. ■ She was 
tender and loving with her new child. ■ tender words ■ a ten¬ 
der love song 

2 of food : easy to chew or bite : not tough ■ a tender, juicy 
steak ■ Cook the pasta until it is just tender. 

3 : painful when touched : sore ■ Her wrist was swollen and 
tender. 

4 : easily damaged : delicate and weak ■ tender young plants 

— sometimes used figuratively • He has a tender [= sensitive ] 
ego. ■ tender pride 

tender loving care : extra attention to make someone or 
something look or feel better ■ You need a little tender lov¬ 
ing care. [=TLC\ ■ an antique chair that needs some tender 
loving care 

tender (young) age : a very young age ■ She left home at 
the tender young age of 14. • He was playing the piano at a 
tender age. 

— ten-der-ly adv [more most -] ■ He kissed her tenderly. • 
She will be tenderly cared for. — ten-der-ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

z tender verb -ders; -dered; -der-ing 

1 [+ obj] formal : to give or offer (something, such as a pay¬ 
ment or a letter) ■ The defendant must tender full payment. • 

1 tendered my resignation today. 

2 [no obj] Brit : to offer to do work or to provide goods for a 
particular price : to make a bid for something — + for • We 
tendered for [=(1/5) bid for] the job/contract. 

3 tender noun, pi -ders [count] US, informal : a small piece of 
chicken meat that is usually cooked by being breaded and 
fried ■ Can I have an order of chicken tenders ? — compare 
'‘tender 

4 tender noun, pi -ders [count] 

1 : a ship that carries passengers or cargo between the shore 
and a larger ship • a submarine tender 

2 : a car that is attached to a train and that carries fuel and 
water ■ a coal tender 

- compare 3 tender; see also LEGAL tender 
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ten*der*foot /'tenda^fut/ noun, pi -feet /-,fi:t/ also -foots 
/-,futs/ [count] US, informal 

1 : someone who has just started doing something : begin¬ 
ner ■ a political tenderfoot 

2 : a person who is not used to living in rough conditions or 
outdoors 

ten*der—heart-ed /'tendashaa-tad/ adj [more most ~] 

: very gentle and kind : showing love, kindness, or pity • She 
is a tender-hearted [= compassionate ] mother. ■ a tender¬ 
hearted pet owner 

ten-der-ize also Brit ten-der-ise /'tenda,raiz/ verb -iz-es; 
-ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] : to make (meat) softer before cooking 
it so that it is easier to cut and eat ■ The marinade helps to 
tenderize the meat. 

— ten-der-i-za-tion also Brit ten-der-i-sa-tion /.tcndar- 
a'zei/an, Brit ^cnda^ai'zei/an/ noun [noncount] — ten- 
der-iz-er also Brit ten-der-is-er /'tcndajraizay noun, pi 
-ers [count, noncount ] 

ten-der-loin /'tcda^loin/ noun, pi -loins [count, noncount ] 

: a piece of very tender meat from the back of a cow or pig • 
beef/pork tenderloin 

tender offer noun, pi ~ -fers [count] business : an offer to 
buy a certain number of stock shares of a company for a set 
price in order to gain control of the company 
ten«di-ni-tis also ten-do-ni-tis /,t£nda'naitas/ noun [non¬ 
count] medical : a painful condition in which a tendon in 
your arm, leg, etc., becomes inflamed ■ She was diagnosed 
with tendinitis of the elbow. ■ I have tendinitis in my knee, 
ten-don /'tendan/ noun, pi -dons [count] : a tough piece of 
tissue in your body that connects a muscle to a bone 

— compare ligament 

ten-dril /'tcndral/rtoww, pi -drils [count] 

1 : the thin stem of a climbing plant that attaches to walls, 
fences, etc. 

2 : something that is thin and curly ■ A few tendrils of hair 
framed her face. • tendrils of smoke 

ten-e-ment /'tenamant/ noun, pi -ments [count] : a large 
building that has apartments or rooms for rent and that is 
usually in a poorer part of a city ■ inner-city tenements ■ a 
tenement building/apartment — called also tenement house 
te-net /'tenat/ noun, pi -nets [count] formal : a belief or idea 
that is very important to a group ■ the central tenets of a reli¬ 
gion ■ one of the basic tenets of the fashion industry 
ten-fold /'tEn,fouId/ adj : ten times as much or as many ■ a 
tenfold increase in sales 

— ten-fold /'ten'fould/ adv ■ Online sales increased tetrfold. 
ten-gallon hat noun, pi ~ hats [count] US : cowboy hat 
Tenn. abbr Tennessee 

ten*ner /'tcna 1 / noun, pi -ners [count] Brit, informal : a ten- 
pound note 

ten-nies /'teniz/ noun [plural] US, informal : tennis shoes 
• a pair of tennies 

ten-nis /'tcnas/ noun [noncount] : a game that is played by 
two people or two pairs of people on a special court (called a 
tennis court) where they hit a small ball back and forth over 
a net using rackets ■ a game of tennis = a tennis game ■ a ten¬ 
nis racket/ball — see pictures at ball, racket; see also 
LAWN TENNIS, TABLE TENNIS 

tennis court noun, pi ~ courts [count] : a large rectangu¬ 
lar area that you play tennis on 
tennis elbow noun [noncount] : a condition in which you 
have pain on the outer side of your elbow that is caused by 
twisting or straining your lower arm 
tennis shoe noun, pi ~ shoes [count] : a low shoe that is 
worn while playing sports (such as tennis) or exercising 

:SNEAKER 

ten-on /'tenan/ noun, pi -ons [count] technical : an end of a 
piece of wood that is cut into a special shape to fit into a hole 
(called a mortise) in another piece of wood and form a 
strong joint 

1 ten-or ftcnaf noun, pi -ors 

1 [count] : the highest adult male singing voice • He has a 
high, lilting tenors also : a singer who has such a voice ■ She 
asked the tenors to sing the line again. — compare alto, 
BASS, SOPRANO 

2 [singular] : the general or basic quality or meaning of 
something ■ I was surprised by the angry tenor [=tone] of her 
letter. • The tenor of his remarks is clear. 

2 tenor adj, used before a noun : having a range that is lower 
than an alto and higher than a baritone ■ Verdi wrote some 
difficult tenor parts. ■ She plays the tenor sax/saxophone. 


ten-pin /'ten,pin/ noun, pi -pins 

1 [count] : one of the large bottle-shaped pieces that is 
knocked down with a ball in the game of tenpin bowling 

2 tenpins [plural] US : tenpin bowling • a game of tenpins 
tenpin bowling noun [noncount] : a game in which players 

try to knock down 10 pins by rolling a large ball towards 
them 

1 tense /'tens/ adj tens-er; -est 

1 : nervous and not able to relax ■ She was feeling pretty 
tense. ■ Why are you so tense ? 

2 : showing or causing nervousness ■ a tense situation ■ We 
sat quietly for a few tense moments. ■ It was a tense meeting. • 
a tense thriller 

3 : not relaxed but hard and tight ■ My calf muscles are real¬ 
ly tense. ■ tense muscles 

— tense-ly adv ■ She looked at him tensely. ■ We sat tensely. 

— tense-ness noun [noncount] 

2 tense verb tens-es; tensed; tens-ing 

1 : to make (a muscle) hard and tight [+ obj] She tensed her 
shoulders, [no obj] Her shoulders tensed (up). 

2 [no obj] : to become nervous or tense • She tensed as he 
walked toward her. ■ He tensed up and missed the putt. 

— tensed adj [more most —] • I was feeling tensed. 
[=tense] — often + up ■ feeling tensed up 

3 tense noun, pi tenses grammar : a form of a verb that is 
used to show when an action happened [count] The sen¬ 
tence will read better if you change the tense of the verb. 
[noncount] You should avoid changing tense in the middle of 
a paragraph. — see also future tense, past tense, per¬ 
fect TENSE, PRESENT TENSE 

ten • S i I e /• tensal, Brit 'ten.sajal/ adj, technical : relating to the 
amount that something (such as a wire) can stretch or be 
stretched without breaking ■ the tensile strength of steel ca¬ 
ble 

ten»Sion /'ten fan/ noun, pi -sions 

1 [noncount] a : a feeling of nervousness that makes you 
unable to relax ■ You can see she is just filled with tension 
about her job. b : a feeling of nervousness, excitement, or 
fear that is created in a movie, book, etc. ■ The dramatic ten¬ 
sion was very satisfying. • The author resolves the tension too 
soon. 

2 : a state in which people, groups, countries, etc., disagree 
with and feel anger toward each other [count] Political ten¬ 
sions in the region make it unstable, [noncount] Do you 
sense the tension between those two? ■ There was a lot of ten¬ 
sion at the meeting. • The book describes the tension- filled 
days before the war. 

3 : a difficult situation caused by the opposite needs or ef¬ 
fects of two different ideas, desires, etc. [count] He felt a ten¬ 
sion between duty and love, [noncount] There will always be 
some tension between the desire to reduce risk and the desire 
to make as much money as possible. 

4 [noncount] : the degree to which something is stretched 
: the amount that something is stretched ■ I don't like the 
tension on this tennis racket. ■ muscle tension [=tightness] • 
She has a lot of tension in her shoulders. 

— see also high-tension, surface tension 

tent /'tent/ noun, pi tents [count] : a portable shelter that is 
used outdoors, is made of cloth (such as canvas or nylon), 
and is held up with poles and ropes ■ We will pitch the tent 
[=put our tent up, set our tent up] here. — see picture at 
camping; see also oxygen tent 

— tent-like /'tent,laik/ adj [more most —] ■ a tentlike 
structure 

ten-ta-cle /'tentikal/ noun, pi -ta-cles 

1 [count] : one of the long, flexible arms of an animal (such 
as an octopus) that are used for grabbing things and moving 

2 tentacles [plural] often disapproving : power or influence 
that reaches into many areas • The corporation’s tentacles 
are felt in every sector of the industry. ■ the tentacles of orga¬ 
nized crime 

ten-ta-tive /'tentativ/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not done with confidence : uncertain and hesitant ■ a ten¬ 
tative smile ■ the baby’s first tentative steps 

2 : not definite : still able to be changed ■ We have tentative 
plans for the weekend. • tentative approval 

— ten-ta-tive-ly adv ■ We have tentatively made plans for the 
weekend. • The meeting is tentatively scheduled for Friday. 

— ten-ta-tive-ness noun [noncount] 

tent-ed /'tentad/ adj [more most —] 

1 : made up of or filled with tents ■ a tented village 
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2 : having a peak like a tent: shaped like the inside of a tent 
■ a high tented ceiling/room 
tervter-hooks /'tenta^hoks/ noun 
on tenterhooks : waiting nervously for something to hap¬ 
pen : in a state of nervousness or excitement caused by 
wondering what will happen ■ She keeps her readers on 
tenterhooks throughout the book. ■ I’ve been on tenter¬ 
hooks since I applied for the job. 

1 tenth /'tcnG/ noun, pi tenths 

1 [singular] : the number 10 in a series ■ the tenth of Febru¬ 
ary ■ He was tenth in line. 

2 [count] : one of 10 equal parts of something ■ He traded 
stocks for one tenth their face value. ■ I only paid a tenth of 
what you did for that jacket. 

2 tenth adj : occupying the number ten position in a series ■ 
This year is our tenth wedding anniversary. ■ the tenth grade 

— tenth adv ■ the world’s tenth largest country 
ten*U*OUS /'tenjawas/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not certain, definite, or strong : flimsy, weak, or uncer¬ 
tain ■ He has a tenuous grasp/grip/hold on reality. ■ a tenuous 
hypothesis/relationship ■ The local theater has had a tenuous 
existence in recent years. ■ He could demonstrate only a ten¬ 
uous claim to ownership. ■ The connection between his ab¬ 
sence and the robbery is tenuous [=shaky] at best. 

2 literary : very thin ■ the silkworm’s tenuous threads 

— ten.u-ous-ly adv ■ He was tenuously linked to the crime, 
tervure /‘tenia*/ noun, pi -ures 

1 [count] : the amount of time that a person holds a job, of¬ 
fice, or title ■ During his tenure as head coach, the team won 
the championship twice. ■ her 12-year tenure with the com¬ 
pany ■ His tenure in office will end with the next election. 

2 [noncount] : the right to keep a job (especially the job of 
being a professor at a college or university) for as long as you 
want to have it ■ After seven years I was finally granted ten¬ 
ure. ■ He hopes to get tenure next year. 

3 [noncount] law : the right to use property ■ The defendant 
did not have tenure on the land. ■ land tenure in Anglo-Saxon 
Britain 

— ten.ured /'tenja'd/ adj, US ■ She became a tenured profes¬ 
sor. ■ tenured faculty members 

tenure—track adj, US : relating to or having a teaching job 
that may lead to tenure (sense 2) ■ This is a tenure-track posi¬ 
tion. - tenure-track faculty 
te*pee or tee»pee also ti»pi 
/‘ti:pi/ noun, pi -pees or -pis 
[count] : a tent that is shaped 
like a cone and that was used 
in the past by some Native 
Americans as a house 
tep-id /‘tepad/ adj [more 
most ~] 

1 : not hot and not cold 
: warm ■ a tepid [= lukewarm ] 
bath 

2 : not energetic or excited ■ 

He gave a tepid performance. ■ 

My suggestion was given a tep¬ 
id response. 

te«qui*la /ta'kiila/ noun, pi 
-las [count, noncount] : a 
strong, clear alcoholic drink 
from Mexico 

ter«i*ya«ki /,teri‘j«:ki/ noun 
[noncount] wigwam 

1 : a sauce used in some Asian 

cooking ■ Marinate the meat in teriyaki (sauce). 

2 : a dish that is flavored with teriyaki ■ chicken teriyaki = 
teriyaki chicken 

1 term /‘tarn/ noun. pi terms 

1 a [count] : a word or phrase that has an exact meaning ■ “1 
had the feeling that I had been there before.” “The term for 
that is ‘deji vu.’’’ ■ That’s an outdated term that no one uses 
anymore. ■ scientific/technical terms b terms [plural] : the 
particular kinds of words used to describe someone or some¬ 
thing ■ He spoke about them in glowing terms. ■ The law had 
been understood in broad terms. ■ in economic terms ■ He ex¬ 
pressed his disapproval in no uncertain terms. [=in very 
strong and clear language] 

2 [count] a : the length of time during which a person has 
an official or political office ■ The governor will run for a 
second term. ■ He is currently serving his third term in the 
U.S. Senate. ■ She made many changes during her term of/in 


office. [=during the time when she was in office] ■ He is in fa¬ 
vor of term limits for members of Congress. [=he believes 
that members of Congress should only be allowed to serve 
for a specified number of terms] b : the length of time dur¬ 
ing which someone is in a prison, jail, etc. ■ He was sentenced 
to a ten-year term in the state penitentiary. ■ a long jail/pris¬ 
on term ■ a term of imprisonment C : the length of time dur¬ 
ing which something (such as a contract) continues ■ The 
term of the contract is 60 months. — see also long term, 
MEDIUM-TERM, SHORT TERM 

3 [count] : one of the parts of the school year ■ His grades 
have improved since last term. • English 122 is not offered 
this term. 

4 terms [plural] : the conditions or rules that limit some¬ 
thing (such as an agreement or a contract) : the things that 
must be agreed upon in order for something to happen or 
continue ■ They would not agree to our terms. ■ She objected 
to the terms of the contract. ■ Early payment is not permitted 
under the terms of our agreement. 

5 terms [plural] — used to describe the kind of relationship 
that people have with each other ■ He was on good terms 
with his ex-wife. [=he and his ex-wife were friendly with each 
other] ■ He left the team on bad terms. • They are no longer 
on speaking terms. [=they are no longer speaking to each 
other] ■ (Brit) He is on first-name terms with his staff. 

6 [noncount] medical : the time at which a pregnancy of nor¬ 
mal length ends ■ She carried the baby to term. = She carried 
the baby full term. [=to the natural end of the pregnancy] 
come to terms 1 : to reach an agreement ■ The two sides 

have not been able to come to terms. — often + with ■ The 
company has come to terms with the union. 2 : to learn 
how to accept or live with something that is difficult or 
painful — + with ■ It took him a long time to come to terms 
with the end of his marriage. ■ She has found it hard to 
come to terms with the demands of her job. 
contradiction in terms see contradiction 
in terms of — used to indicate the specific thing that is be¬ 
ing described, thought of, etc. ■ The car is great in terms of 
gas mileage [=the car’s gas mileage is great], but it’s not 
very comfortable. ■ He thinks of everything in terms of 
money. [=his judgments/opinions about everything are 
based on thoughts about money] 
on your (own) terms : according to your own wishes : in 
your own way ■ She wants to succeed on her own terms. ■ If 
I agree to help, it will only be on my terms, 
term of address see 2 address 
term of endearment see endearment 
terms of reference Brit : a description of what must be 
dealt with and considered when something is being done, 
studied, etc. ■ The terms of reference for the committee are 
narrow and specific. 

2 term verb terms; termed; terming [+ obj] : to give a par¬ 
ticular name or description to (something) : to call (some¬ 
thing) by a particular name or to describe (something) in a 
particular way ■ They termed the structure a “double helix.” ■ 
The project was termed a success. 
ter«mi«na*ble /‘ta-manabal/ adj [more most ~] formal 
: able to be ended ■ His employment was terminable at the 
will of his employer. ■ The contract will be terminable by ei¬ 
ther party. 

^er.mi.nal /'ta-mnnl/ adj 

1 a : causing death eventually : leading finally to death ■ She 
was diagnosed with terminal cancer. ■ a terminal [= fatal] ill¬ 
ness/disease b : having an illness that cannot be cured and 
that will soon lead to death ■ a terminal patient C : of or re¬ 
lating to patients who have a terminal illness ■ terminal care 

2 informal : very bad or severe • I was suffering from termi¬ 
nal boredom. ■ another person with terminal stupidity 

3 : at the end : forming or coming at the end of something ■ 
branches that end in a terminal bud ■ We’re on the terminal 
[=final] leg of our trip. • The terminal [=/art] stop for this line 
is Boston. 

in terminal decline Brit: getting worse without any chance 
to improve ■ The business is in terminal decline. 

— ter-mi-naUy adv • He is terminally ill. [=he has a disease 
that cannot be cured and will cause his death] 
terminal noun, pi -nals [count] 

1 a ; a building where buses or trains regularly stop so that 
passengers can get on and off : station ■ I will meet you 
outside the bus terminal, b : a building at an airport where 
people get on and off airplanes • Flight 1584 is now departing 
from Gate 6 in Terminal A. ■ You are not allowed in the ter¬ 
minal without a ticket. 
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2 : a computer or a combination of a keyboard and a video 
display that is connected to a system and used for entering or 
receiving data ■ Ten terminals are connected to this server. 

3 : a part on a piece of electrical equipment (such as a car 
battery) where you make an electrical connection ■ You will 
need to clean the corrosion off the battery terminals. 

ter-mi-nate /'tema.neit/ verb -nates; -nat-ed; -nat-ing 
formal 

1 [no obj\ : to end in a particular way or at a particular place 
■ The branches of that tree terminate in flower clusters. ■ The 
rail line terminates in Boston. 

2 [+ obj] : to cause (something) to end ■ terminate a pregnan¬ 
cy ■ You have to terminate the program before the computer 
will shut down properly. ■ His contract was terminated last 
month. ■ They terminated their agreement. 

3 [+ obj\ US : to take a job away from (someone): fire ■ He 
was terminated last month. ■ Plans are being made to termi¬ 
nate unproductive employees. 

ter-mi-na-tion /^ama'neijan/ noun, pi -tions formal 

1 : an act of ending something [ noncount ] The law protects 
against unfair contract termination. ■ the termination of a 
lease [count] an early termination of the contract 

2 US : the act of making a person leave a job : the act of fir¬ 
ing or dismissing someone [count] The company noted over 
300 terminations last quarter, [noncount] Are there plans for 
the termination of unproductive employees? 

3 [count, noncount] : an operation to end a pregnancy before 
the mother would have given birth : abortion 

termini plural of terminus 2 

ter-mi-nol-O-gy / l t&m9 l na:l9cfci/ noun, pi -gies : the spe¬ 
cial words or phrases that are used in a particular field [non¬ 
count] legal/medical terminology [count] a lexicon covering 
the terminologies of several scientific fields 

— ter»mi>no-log*l-cal /itamana'laicfeikal/ adj 

term insu ranee noun [noncount] : a type of insurance that 
is provided for a specified period of time 
ter*mi«nuS /'tainanas/ noun [count] 

1 pi ter»mbnus»es : the end of a travel route (such as a rail 
or bus line) or the station at the end of a travel route ■ Stock¬ 
holm is the terminus for the southbound train. ■ a bus termi¬ 
nus 

2 pi ter-mi-ni /'ta-m^nai/ technical : the end of something ■ 
Geologists took samples from the terminus of the glacier. ■ 
the terminus of the DNA strand 

ter-mite /'ta^mait/ noun, pi -mites [count] : a kind of soft, 
white insect that lives in groups, eats wood, and causes a lot 
of damage to wooden structures ■ termite colonies ■ The 
house has a lot of termite damage. — see color picture on 
page CIO 

term paper noun, pi ~ -pers [count] US : a long essay that 
usually requires research and that is written by a student as 
part of a course or class ■ I have a term paper due next week, 
term time noun [noncount] Brit ; the part of the year in 
which schools and universities are holding classes • He’s in 
Cambridge during term time. 

tern /'ta*n/ noun, pi terns [count] : a kind of bird that lives 
near the ocean, is usually black and white, and has long 
wings and a tail with two points 
ter*race /'teras/ noun, pi -rac-es 

1 [count] : a flat area created on the side of a hill and used es¬ 
pecially for growing crops • rice growing in/on hillside ter¬ 
races 

2 [count] : a flat area next to a building where people can sit 
and relax ■ For sale: large three-bedroom house with adjoin¬ 
ing terrace and garden. 

3 [count] Brit : a row of houses that are joined together : a 
group of row houses 

4 the terraces Brit : a section of a stadium with wide steps 
where people stand to watch soccer matches 

— ter-raced /‘terast/ adj ■ a terraced hillside • terraced gar¬ 
dens— ter-rac-ing /'terasirj/ noun [noncount] • hillside ter¬ 
racing 

terraced house noun, pi ~ houses [count] Brit : row 
house 

ter-ra—COt-ta Atera'kaita/ noun, pi -tas 

1 a [noncount] : a reddish clay that is used for pottery and 
tiles ■ planters/jars made of terra-cotta b [count] : things 
(such as tiles, pottery, or statues) that are made from terra¬ 
cotta — often used before another noun ■ terra-cotta jars 
from ancient Greece • terra-cotta tiles 

2 [noncount] : a brownish-orange color — see color picture 
on page C3 


ter-ra fir*ma Atero'fama/ noun [noncount] : dry and solid 
ground as compared to air or water ■ We were glad to be 
back on terra firma [=back on the ground) after our bumpy 
flight. 

ter-rain /ta'rem/ noun, pi -rains : land of a particular kind 
[noncount] We had to drive over some rough terrain, [count] 
We hiked through a variety of terrains. — see also all- 
terrain VEHICLE 

ter-ra in-cog-ni-ta /'tera^nikaig'niita/ noun, pi ter-rae 
in-cog-ni-tae / , ter,ai,m,ka:g , ni:,tai/ [count] formal : a place 
that has not been discovered or that is unknown ■ the terra 
incognita beyond those mountains — often used figuratively 
■ This subject is terra incognita for/to me. [=1 don’t know 
anything about this subject] 

ter-ra-pin /'terapan/ noun, pi -pins [count] : a kind of small 
turtle that lives in water 

ter-rar-i-um /ta'rerijam / noun, pi -urns [count] : a glass or 
plastic box that is used for growing plants or keeping small 
animals indoors 

ter-res-tri-al /ta'restrijal/ adi [more most ~] 

1 : relating to or occurring on the earth ■ terrestrial life forms 

2 technical : living or growing on land instead of in water or 
air ■ The toad has terrestrial habits, spending most of its time 
on shore. • terrestrial birds 

3 : sending a broadcast signal from the Earth ■ terrestrial 
wireless networks ■ a terrestrial radio station 

ter-ri-ble /'terabal/ adj [more most ~] 
f : very shocking and upsetting ■ a terrible [=horrible] disas¬ 
ter/crime ■ Traffic was held up by a terrible accident. ■ We 
just got some terrible [=dreadful] news. 

2 : very bad or unpleasant ■ terrible music/food - The gar¬ 
bage smells really terrible, [-awful] ■ I have a terrible cold. ■ 
What a terrible [=horrible] thing to say! ■ a terrible mistake ■ 
The service at that restaurant is terrible. ■ I’m a terrible chess 
player. = I’m terrible at chess. [=1 play chess very badly] ■ I 
woke up this morning feeling terrible. [=very sick] ■ She feels 
terrible [=very sorry] that she hurt your feelings. 

— see also enfant terrible 
ter-ri-bly /'terabli/ adv [more most ~] 

1 : very or extremely ■ The movie made me feel terribly sad. ■ 
It is terribly important that the package be delivered tomor¬ 
row. ■ They don’t know each other terribly well. • Something 
has gone terribly wrong. ■ I miss you terribly. [=very much] 

2 : in a very bad or unpleasant way • I like tennis, but I play 
terribly. [=very badly] 

ter-ri-er /'tenia 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a type of small dog 
originally used for hunting 

ter-rif-ic /ta'nfik/ adj 

1 informal : extremely good : excellent 'He makes terrif¬ 
ic chili. ■ She’s given me some terrific ideas. ■ Your test scores 
were terrific. ■ They did a terrific job painting the house. ■ I 
had & terrific time. • I’ve recovered completely. In fact, I feel 
terrific. 

2 : causing a feeling of surprise or wonder • an athlete with 
terrific [= astounding, amazing] speed ■ We were hit by a terrif¬ 
ic snowstorm last week. 

— ter-rif-i-cal-ly /ta'rifikli/ adv ■ The news is terrifically ex¬ 
citing. ■ The band is terrifically popular in Japan. 

terrified adj [more most ~] : extremely afraid ■ terrified 
onlookers ■ I was/felt terrified and just wanted to go home. ■ 
The thought of losing his job has him terrified. ■ She was terri¬ 
fied that she was going to die alone. = She was terrified of dy¬ 
ing alone. 

ter-ri-fy /'tera,fai /verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing [+ obj ]: to cause 
(someone) to be extremely afraid : to frighten (someone) 
very much • Big dogs terrify me. ■ The thought of dying alone 
terrifies her. 

terrifying adj [more most ~] : causing great fear ■ The 
thought of dying alone was terrifying. ■ a terrifying ordeal 

— ter-ri-fy-ing-ly adv ■ We came terrifyingly close to dying 
on that mountain. 

ter-rine /ta'riin/ noun, pi -rines [count, noncount] : liver or 
meat that has been chopped into very small pieces and 
cooked in a special dish 
ter-ri-tO-ri-al /,tera'torijal/ adj 

1 : of or relating to land or water that is owned or controlled 
by a government ■ territorial boundaries • territorial claims by 
settlers ■ a territorial government ■ The two countries are in a 
territorial dispute. [=a disagreement about which one con¬ 
trols a particular territory] 

2 [more most ~] — used to describe animals or people 
that try to keep others away from an area that they use or 




1697 


Territorial Army • test 


control ■ The neighbor’s dog is extremely territorial and 
barks if you come close to the yard. ■ the human tendency to 
be territorial 

— ter*ri*to*ri»aMy adv ■ The region was territorially impor¬ 
tant to the empire. 

Territorial Army noun 

the Territorial Army : a part of the military forces of Britain 
that is made up of people who are not professional soldiers 
but are given military training for a period of time each 
year — abbr. TA 

ter-ri*tO-ri«al-i-ty /,ter3,tori'£el3ti/ noun [noncount ] : the 
behavior of animals or people that try to keep others away 
from an area that they use or control ■ a scientific study of 
territoriality in bears/mice 

territorial waters noun [plural] : the part of the ocean 
near a country’s coast that is legally controlled by that coun¬ 
try 

ter*ri«tO«rv /'ter3,tori, Brit 'terstri/ noun, pi -ries 

1 a : an area of land that belongs to or is controlled by a 
government [noncount] Those mountains are in Mexican 
territory. ■ We’re entering enemy territory. [=an area of land 
that belongs to or is controlled by our enemy] [count] dis¬ 
puted territories b [count] : one of the parts of the United 
States that is not a state ■ Guam is a U.S. territory, c [count] 

: any one of the large parts that some countries are divided 
into ■ Canada’s Yukon Territory 

2 : an area that an animal or group of animals uses and de¬ 
fends [count] The birds are busy establishing territories and 
building nests, [noncount] Male cats spray to mark territory. 

3 [noncount] : an area of land or water ■ We’ve covered a lot 
of territory today. [=we have traveled a long distance] ■ The 
goal of the expedition is to map unexplored/uncharted terri¬ 
tory. — sometimes used figuratively ■ an area of study that 
was unexplored/uncharted territory at the time " Let’s get the 
meeting started. We have a lot of territory to cover today. [=a 
lot to talk about, decide, etc.] ■ Dealing with our cars and the 
mechanic is her territory. [=something she is in charge of] ■ 
As the conversation turned to politics, I knew we were head¬ 
ing into dangerous territory. 

4 [count] : an area that someone is responsible for when do¬ 
ing a job ■ a salesman whose territory includes New England 
and upstate New York 

5 [count] sports : the area on a playing field (such as a foot¬ 
ball field) that is defended by a particular team ■ They start¬ 
ed deep in their own territory and went all the way down the 
field to score a touchdown. 

come/go with the territory : to be a natural part of a partic¬ 
ular situation, position, or area of work ■ Of course players 
get injured sometimes. It comes with the territory. 
ter-ror /'tera/ noun 

1 : a very strong feeling of fear [noncount] The sound of 
guns being fired fills me with terror. ■ There was a look of 
(sheer) teiror on her face. ■ Many civilians fled in terror. ■ 
They lived in terror of being discovered. = They lived in terror 
that they would be discovered. ■ Until recently, the mere 
mention of the disease struck terror in (the hearts of) people. 
[singular] someone with a terror of water [=someone who is 
extremely afraid of being in water] ■ a terror that is still fresh 
in her memory 

2 : something that causes very strong feelings of fear : some¬ 
thing that is terrifying [count] the terrors of war • the terrors 
of life in the jungle [noncount] tales of terror 

3 [noncount] : violence that is committed by a person, group, 
or government in order to frighten people and achieve a po¬ 
litical goal ■ a regime that rules by terror ■ bombings and oth¬ 
er acts of terror ■ These people have been living with terror 
and the threat of terror for many years. ■ a war on terror 
[-terrorism] ■ a campaign of terror against ethnic minority 
groups — see also reign of terror 

4 [count] informal : a child who behaves very badly ■ My 
nephew is a little terror. [=brat] ■ Their kids are holy terrors. 
[=their kids behave very badly] 

hold no terror or hold no terrors If something holds no 
terror/terrors for you, you are not afraid of it. ■ Death holds 
no terror for them. ■ She’s done it enough times that it holds 
no terrors now. 

ter-ror-ism /'ter^izsm/ noun [noncount] : the use of violent 
acts to frighten the people in an area as a way of trying to 
achieve a political goal ■ They have been arrested for acts of 
terrorism. ■ international terrorism ■ the fight/struggle/war 
against terrorism ■ state terrorism [=terrorism by a govern¬ 
ment] — see also counterterrorism 


ter-ror-ist /'teranst/ noun, pi -ists [count] : a person who 
uses or supports the use of terrorism ■ A number of people 
were deported for being suspected terrorists. 

— terrorist adj, always used before a noun ■ terrorist activi¬ 
ties/attacks/bombings/threats ■ a terrorist organization/ 
group/network 

tenronize also Brit tenrordse /'tera^aiz/ verb -iz»es; 
-ized; -iz*ing [+ obj] 

1 : to cause (someone) to be extremely afraid ■ As a child she 
terrorized her younger siblings. ■ She was terrorized by night¬ 
mares. ■ neighborhoods terrorized by gangs 

2 : to force (someone) to do something by using threats or 
violence ■ Employees were terrorized into accepting abysmal 
working conditions. 

ter.ry cloth /'teri-/ noun [noncount] : a type of soft, thick 
cloth with many tiny loops on its surface that is often used to 
make towels ■ a terry cloth robe/towel — called also terry, 
(Brit) towelling 

terse /'ta^s/ adj : brief and direct in a way that may seem 
rude or unfriendly • a terse statement/sentence/summary ■ 
She gave me a few terse instructions and promptly left the 
room, synonyms see concise 

— terse-ly adv ■ a tersely worded reply — terse-ness noun 
[noncount] 

ter-ti-ary /'taj^eri, Brit 'tsrjsri/ adj, formal : third in order, 
importance, or value ■ Headaches often occur during the ter¬ 
tiary stage of the illness. ■ our tertiary goals ■ (chiefly Brit) ter¬ 
tiary education [=education at the college or university level] 

— compare primary, secondary 

TESL /'tessl/ abbr, chiefly US teaching English as a second 
language 

TESOL /'tiissl/ abbr 1 US Teachers of English to Speakers 
of Other Languages 2 teaching English to speakers of other 
languages 

1 test /'test/ noun, pi tests [count] 

1 : a set of questions or problems that are designed to mea¬ 
sure a person’s knowledge, skills, or abilities ■ She is studying 
for her math/spelling/history test. • I passed/failed/flunked 
my biology test. • The teacher sat at his desk grading tests. ■ a 
driver’s/driving test [=a test that is used to see if someone is 
able to safely drive a car] ■ an IQ test • test questions ■ The test 
will be on [=the questions on the test will be about] the first 
three chapters of the book. ■ We took/had a test on European 
capitals. = (Brit) We did a test on European capitals. ■ The 
college relies on test scores in its admissions process. — see 
also INTELLIGENCE TEST, RORSCHACH TEST, SCREEN TEST 

2 a : a careful study of a part of the body or of a substance 
taken from the body ■ The test showed/revealed a problem 
with your liver function. ■ a vision/hearing test [=a test that 
shows how well you see/hear] ■ a urine test [=a test that ex¬ 
amines a person’s urine for evidence of disease or illegal 
drugs] ■ allergy tests [=tests that show what you are allergic 
to] ■ All applicants must pass a drug test [=a test that exam¬ 
ines a person’s blood or urine for evidence of illegal drugs] ■ 
The doctor will call you with the test results. ■ They went to 
the drug store to buy a pregnancy test. [=a device that reacts 
to a woman’s urine in a way that shows whether or not she is 
pregnant] ■ a DNA test [=a test that examines DNA and that 
is used to identify someone or to show that people are rela¬ 
tives] — see also blood test, breath test, stress test 
b : a careful study of a small amount of water, soil, air, etc., 
in order to see if its quality is good, to find out if it contains a 
dangerous substance, etc. ■ The test indicated high levels of 
lead in the soil. • routine water tests 

3 : a planned and usually controlled act or series of acts that 
is done to learn something, to see if something works proper¬ 
ly, etc. ■ lab/laboratory tests • underground nuclear tests ■ a 
test of a new vaccine ■ Taste tests revealed that people prefer 
this brand of cola over that one. — often used before anoth¬ 
er noun ■ As participants in the sleep study, test subjects will 
be kept awake for 18 hours. ■ The effects of the drug were 
clear when the test group was compared with the control 
group. — see also road test 

4 : something (such as a difficult situation or task) that 
shows how strong or skilled someone or something is ■ a test 
of will/strength/character ■ The real/true test of your ability 
as a skier is whether you can ski well on very hard snow. 

— see also acid test, litmus test 

5 Brit, sports : TEST match 

put (someone or something) to the test: to cause (some¬ 
one or something) to be in a situation that shows how 
strong, good, etc., that person or thing really is ■ The team 


test • test run 
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has been playing well so far, but tomorrow’s game will re¬ 
ally put them to the test. [=will really test them] ■ A trip 
through the desert will put the truck to the test . ■ We decid¬ 
ed to put the idea/theory to the test [=to test the theory] 
with a little experiment. 

stand the test of time : to continue to be important, re¬ 
spected, etc., for a long period of time ■ Great art/litera- 
ture/music can stand the test of time, 
test of (your) character see character 

- see also high-test, means test 
2 test verb tests; test-ed; testing 

TJ+ obj\ : to use a set of questions or problems to measure 
someone’s skills, knowledge, or abilities ■ Weekly quizzes 
will test your understanding of the material. ■ The students 
will all be tested again at the end of the school year. — often 
+ on ■ The exam will test you on your understanding of basic 
grammar rules. 

2 : to examine a part of the body or a substance taken from 
the body 1+ obj\ The school nurse will be testing students’ 
hearing next week. — often + for ■ They tested the campers 
for Lyme disease. ■ Blood samples from the animals are being 
tested for the presence of the virus. ■ Athletes competing in 
the tournament will be tested for illegal drugs, [no obf\ The 
athletes knew that tournament officials would be testing for 
(the presence oD illegal drugs. ■ She tested positive/negative 
for AIDS. 

3 : to examine a small amount of water, soil, air, etc., in or¬ 
der to see if its quality is good, if it contains a dangerous sub¬ 
stance, etc. [+ obj] The water gets tested regularly. — often + 
for ■ They will test the soil/or traces of lead, [no obj\ — + for 
■ They will test for the presence of lead in the soil. 

4 [+ obf\ : to use (something) in a planned and usually con¬ 
trolled way in order to see if it works properly ■ Only one of 
the vehicles they tested performed well in wet conditions. ■ 
Researchers are currently testing (the safety of) the vaccine. ■ 
The vaccine has not been tested on humans yet. ■ We de¬ 
signed a series of experiments to test our hypothesis. — see 
also FIELD-TEST 

5 [+ obj] : to show how strong, good, etc., someone or some¬ 
thing is in a difficult situation ■ The stress is testing the 
strength of our relationship. • The scandal is testing the coun¬ 
try’s faith in its leadership. ■ Life’s ordeals test us. ■ You’re 
testing my patience. I=you are starting to make me annoyed 
or upset] — see also time-tested 

test the waters also test the water : to do something to 
find out if people like or approve a possible plan, product, 
etc., so that you can make a decision about it ■ The compa¬ 
ny is testing the waters with a new online version of the 
product. ■ She’s testing the waters for a presidential bid. 

- testable /'testabal/ adj ■ a testable hypothesis 
tes*ta-ment /'lestsmant/ noun, pi -merits 

1 : proof or evidence that something exists or is true [count] 
The success of the album, which is only available online, is a 
testament to the power/strength of the Internet, [noncount] 
The event is testament to [=evidence of] what a small group of 
determined people can do. 

2 [count] law : the legal instructions in which you say who 
should receive your property, possessions, etc., after you die 
: will ■ a person’s last will and testament 

- see also new testament, old testament 

- tes*ta*men*ta*ry /^esta'mentari/ am, law 

test ban noun, pi ~ bans [count] : an official agreement be¬ 
tween countries with nuclear weapons to not test those 
weapons ■ a nuclear test ban treaty 
test case noun, pi ~ cases [count] law : a legal case that 
will be used as an example when other similar cases are de¬ 
cided in the future 

test drive noun, pi ~ drives [count] : an occurrence in 
which you drive a car that you do not own to see if you like 
it and would like to buy it ■ Would you like to take the car 
for a test drive ? 

- test-drive verb -drives; -drove; -driv-en; -driv-ing [+ 

obj] ■ She test-drove four or five different cars before decid¬ 
ing on one. 

test*er /'testa/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person or device that tests something • She works as a 
video game tester. 

2 : a container of perfume, lotion, etc., in a store that cus¬ 
tomers can use to try the product 

testes plural of testis 

tes-ti-cle /'testikal/ noun, pi -ti-cles [count] : one of two 
small organs that are located in a sack of skin (called the 


scrotum) in men and male animals and that produce sperm 
and male hormones 

— tes*tic*u*lar /te'stikjala-/ adj, always used before a noun ■ 
testicular cancer 

tes«ti*fy /'testa,fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing 

1 a : to talk and answer questions about something especial¬ 
ly in a court of law while formally promising that what you 
are saying is true [no obj] She refused to testify about who 
had given her the information. ■ Three witnesses were called/ 
summoned to testify at (the) trial. ■ She testified before Con¬ 
gress today. ■ He agreed to testify against his drug dealer. ■ 
They will testify for the defense/prosecution. [=they will tes¬ 
tify because the defense/prosecution has asked them to] [+ 
obj] He testified that he’d seen two people leave the building 
on the night of the murder, b : to talk about or say (some¬ 
thing) in an honest and confident way 1+ obj] I can (person¬ 
ally) testify that the food at that diner is excellent, [no obj] 

— + to ■ Many of her former employees came forward to tes¬ 
tify to her generosity. I=to say that she is a generous person] 

2 : to show that something is true or real : to give proof of 
something [no obj] — + to ■ These statistics testify to the fact 
that the program is working. I=show that the program is 
working] ■ The fact that doctors were able to catch the dis¬ 
ease before it had spread testifies to the importance of medi¬ 
cal screenings. [+ obj] These statistics testify that the pro¬ 
gram is working. 

3 [no obj] US : to talk to a group of people about your belief 
in God especially as part of a church service ■ Several people 
testified during the revival meeting. 

1 tes»ti»mo«ni«al /^esta'mounijal/ noun, pi -als [count] 

1 a : a written or spoken statement in which you say that 
you used a product or service and liked it -$■ Testimonials are 
often used to sell the products or services they are about. ■ 
The Web site is full of testimonials from satisfied customers, 
b : a written or spoken statement that praises someone’s 
work, skill, character, etc. ■ He received a glowing testimoni¬ 
al from his former employer. 

2 : an event at which someone is honored • They have 
planned a testimonial [= tribute ] in her honor. — often used 
before another noun * She is being honored at a testimonial 
dinner next week. 

3 : testament 1 — + to ■ The book’s popularity is a testimo¬ 
nial to its timeliness. 

testimonial adj : relating to testimony and especially to le¬ 
gal testimony ■ testimonial evidence 
tes«ti*mo»ny /'t£st3,mouni/ noun, pi -nies 

1 : something that someone says especially in a court of law 
while formally promising to tell the truth [noncount] The 
jury heard 10 days of testimony, [count] There were contra¬ 
dictions in her testimony. • the personal/oral/written/eyewit¬ 
ness testimonies of survivors of the war 

2 : proof or evidence that something exists or is true : tes¬ 
tament — + to [noncount] It is testimony to her courage 
and persistence that she worked for so long in the face of 
such adversity, [count] The popularity of diet fads is a testi¬ 
mony to the fact that people want a quick fix for their health 
and weight problems. 

testing /'testirj/ adj [more most ~]: difficult to deal with 
■ It’s been a testing [=trying] time for all of us. 
testing ground noun, pi ~ grounds [count] 

1 : a place where machines, vehicles, etc., are tested to see if 
they are working correctly ■ a testing ground for weapons 

2 : a place or situation in which new ideas, methods, etc., 
can be tried • Her class served as a testing ground [=proving 
ground] for new teaching methods. 

tes-tis /'testas/ noun, pi tes*tes /'te,sti:z/ [count] technical 
: TESTICLE 

test match noun, pi ~ matches [count] chiefly Brit, sports 
: a game or series of games of cricket or rugby played by 
teams from different countries 
tes*tOS*ter*one /te'sta:sta,roon/ noun [noncount] 

1 medical : a substance (called a hormone) that occurs natu¬ 
rally in men and male animals Testosterone causes the de¬ 
velopment of the male reproductive system and characteris¬ 
tics of the adult male body. 

2 informal + often disapproving : qualities (such as noticeable 
strength and aggressiveness) that agree with traditional ideas 
about what men are like ■ a testosterone- fueled television 
show 

test pilot noun, pi ~ -lots [count] : a pilot who flies new air¬ 
craft in order to see how well they work 
test run noun, pi ~ runs [count] : an occurrence in which a 
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product or procedure is tried in order to see if it works cor¬ 
rectly : trial run ■ They did a test run of the new software. 

test tube noun, pi ~ tubes [count] : a glass container that is 
shaped like a tube which is closed at one end and that is used 
especially in science experiments 

test-tube baby noun, pi ~ -bies [count] : a child pro¬ 
duced from an egg that was fertilized outside of a woman’s 
body and then put back into the woman’s body to finish de¬ 
veloping 

tes*ty /'tcsti/ adj tes-ti-er; -est : becoming angry or an¬ 
noyed easily ■ She grew a little testy [= irritable , ( chiefly Brit ) 
tetchy] as the afternoon wore on. 

— tes-ti-ly /'testoli/ adv ■ He replied testily that, no, he did 
not want any help. — tes*ti«ness /'testinss/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

tet*a*nus /'tetnas/ noun [noncount] medical : a dangerous 
disease that is caused by bacteria that usually enter the body 
through a cut or wound Tetanus causes muscles and espe¬ 
cially muscles in the jaw to become stiff. — called also {in¬ 
formal) lockjaw 

tetchy /'tctfi/ adj tetch-i-er; -est chiefly Brit : becoming an¬ 
gry or annoyed easily ■ tetchy [= irritable ] children ■ She was 
in a tetchy [-testy] mood. 

— tetch-i-ly /'tetfali/ adv — tetch*i*ness /'tetfinas/ noun 
[noncount] 

tete—a—tete /,teta'tct/ noun, pi tete-a-tetes [count] : a pri¬ 
vate conversation between two people ■ They had a quiet 
tete-d-tete over dinner last night. Tete-a-tete in French lit¬ 
erally means “head-to-head.” 

1 teth*er /'teSa 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a rope or chain that is 
used to tie an animal to a post, wall, etc., so that it will stay in 
a particular area 

the end of your tether see ‘end 

2 tether verb -ers; -ered; -er-ing [+ obj] : to use a rope or 
chain to tie (an animal) to something in order to keep it in a 
particular area • They tethered the horses in the shade. ■ The 
dog was tethered to the fence. — often used figuratively ■ She 
can’t stand being tethered to her desk all day. [=having to 
stay at her desk all day] 

Teu-ton-ic /tu*ta:nik, Brit tju'tDnik/ adj 

1 : thought to be typical of German people • a Teutonic com¬ 
mitment to hard work 

2 a : relating to Germany, Germans, or the German lan¬ 
guage ■ the Teutonic wilderness ■ a Teutonic [=Gennanic] 
scholar/word b : relating to an ancient people who lived in 
northern Europe * Teutonic legends 

Tex. abbr Texas 

Tex-Mex /'teks'meks/ adj, always used before a noun : relat¬ 
ing to Mexican-American culture, music, or food of the kind 
that exists especially in southern Texas ■ a Tex-Mex restau¬ 
rant 

1 text /'tekst/ noun, pi texts 

1 [noncount] : the original words of a piece of writing or a 
speech ■ A good critic will refer back to the text often. ■ You 
can find the full text of his speech on his Web site. ■ the text 
of the Constitution 

2 [noncount] : the words that make up the main part of a 
book, magazine, newspaper, Web site, etc. ■ The book is 
mostly photographs—it has very little text. ■ At this point the 
Web site is only text. Graphics will be added later. 

3 [count] a : a book or other piece of writing; especially 
: one that is studied ■ an ancient religious text ■ Students will 
read and discuss various literary texts. • {Brit) Shakespearean 
plays are set texts [=pieces of writing that must be studied in 
schools] in many secondary schools, b US : textbook ■ a 
psychology text 

4 a [noncount] : data handled by a computer, cell phone, 
etc., that is mostly in the form of words ■ I typed 32 pages of 
text. • a text file b [count] : text message ■ He sends hun¬ 
dreds of texts a month. 

5 [count] : a short section of the Bible that is read aloud es¬ 
pecially during a religious service 

2 text verb texts; text«ed; text-ing : to send someone a text 
message [+ obj] I texted her a little while ago. ■ I texted a 
message to her. • She just texted me back, [no obj] She just 
texted back. 

— texting noun [noncount] • Texting [-text messaging] is a 
major preoccupation for many teens. 

1 text*bOOk /'tckstibok/ noun, pi -books [count] : a book 
about a particular subject that is used in the study of that 
subject especially in a school ■ an algebra textbook 

2 textbOOk adj, always used before a noun : very typical ■ The 


scandal is a textbook [= classic, perfect] case/example of cor¬ 
porate greed. 

tex-tile /'tek,staj3l, ‘tekstl/ noun, pi -tiles 

1 [count] : fabric, cloth; especially : a fabric that is woven 
or knit ■ They import fine silk textiles from China. ■ a factory 
where textiles are made = a textile factory 

2 textiles [noncount] : the businesses that make textiles ■ She 
made her fortune in textiles. [=the textile industry] 

text message noun, pi ~ -sag*es [count] : a short mes¬ 
sage that is sent electronically to a cell phone or other device 
■ She sent me a text message saying that she’ll be late. — 
called also text 

— text messaging noun [noncount] ■ I use my cell phone 
for text messaging. [=for sending text messages] 

tex*tu*al /'tekstfawal/ adj : relating to or based on a piece of 
writing (such as a book or magazine) ■ textual analysis/criti¬ 
cism ■ textual evidence [=evidence expressed in writing] 
texture /'tekstffr/ noun, pi -tures 
Tl'tlhe way that something feels when you touch it [count] 
wood with a rough texture ■ the smooth texture of silk [non¬ 
count] The plant’s leaves are almost leathery in texture. ■ 
Mixing sand into the paint will add texture. [=will give the 
paint a rough texture when it dries] 

2 : the way that a food or drink feels in your mouth [count] 
a crunchy/rich/silky texture ■ foods with very different tex¬ 
tures [noncount] The custard should be smooth and creamy 
in texture. ■ Next I added some flour to the sauce for texture. 
[=to give it the right texture] 

3 : the various parts of a song, poem, movie, etc., and the 
way they fit together [count] a song with layered textures ■ I 
liked the raw, gritty texture of the film, [noncount] The mov¬ 
ies are similar in texture. 

— tex-tur-al /'tekstfaral/ adj ■ textural contrast 
tex*tlired /'tekstfa’d/ adj : having a surface that was de¬ 
signed so that it is not smooth ■ textured fabrics ■ The invita¬ 
tions were printed on handmade textured paper. 

TGIF abbr, US thank God/goodness it’s Friday 
Th. abbr Thursday 

-th or -eth adj suffix — used in writing after numbers other 
than 1, 2, and 3 ■ 100 th = hundreds ■ Forti eth Street = 40 th 
Street ■ a 5r/i-grade teacher ■ the eighf/i of April 
Thai /'tai/ noun, pi Thai or Thais 

1 [count] a : a person bom, raised, or living in Thailand b 
: a person whose family is from Thailand 

2 [noncount] : the language of Thailand 

— Thai adj • lhai food/curry • Thai people 
1 than /'6aen, dan/ conj 

1 — used to introduce the second or last of two or more 
things or people that are being compared; used with the 
comparative form of an adjective or adverb ■ Ten is less than 
20. ■ She is younger than I am. = {somewhat formal) She is 
younger than I. ■ He can run more quickly than his father 
(can). ■ Both recipes use more salt than mine (does). ■ The sit¬ 
uation will improve sooner than you think (it will). • The 
meeting will end no later than noon. [=it will end at noon or 
some time before noon] ■ Losing weight is easier said than 
done. [=is difficult to do] ■ I would rather go out to dinner 
than cook at home tonight. ■ Your hair looks better (when 
it’s) brown than (when it’s) blond. • She would rather/sooner 
work four jobs than move out of Manhattan to live some¬ 
where cheaper. — see also other than at ‘other, rather than 

at RATHER 

2 — used to say that something happens immediately after 
something else • Hardly/scarcely had the sun come up than 
dark clouds began to roll in. ■ No sooner had I spoken than 
he appeared. [=he appeared immediately after I spoke] 

2 than prep : when compared to — used with pronouns in the 
objective case {me, her, him, them, and us) in the same way 
that the conjunction than is used with pronouns in the sub¬ 
jective case (/, she, he, they, and we) »She is younger than me. 
[=she is younger than I (am)] ■ I’m taller than him. [=I*m tall¬ 
er than he (is)] 

usage Some people consider the use of than as a preposi¬ 
tion to be incorrect. It is very common, however, especial¬ 
ly in the phrase than me. 
none other than see ‘none 

thank /'e^qk/ verb thanks; thanked; thank-ing [+ obj] 
: to tell (someone) that you are grateful for something that 
he or she has done or given ■ I thanked her for (giving me) 
the present. • I want to thank everyone who helped today. • 
There’s no need to thank me. Anyone would have done the 
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same. • He thanked his grandmother with a big hug. [=he 
thanked her by hugging her] 

have (someone or something) to thank for (something) 
— used to say that someone or something is responsible 
for something ■ The television show has young audiences 
to thank for its success. [=the show is successful because it 
is popular with young audiences] ■ The city has the mayor 
to thank [ -to blame] for its current fiscal problems. 
thank God/goodness/heaven(s)/the Lord — used to ex¬ 
press happiness or relief that something did or did not hap¬ 
pen ■ Thank God you got here when you did. ■ Thank good¬ 
ness it turned out to be a false alarm. 
thank you 1 — used to thank someone ■ “Here’s your 
change.” “ Thank you." “You’re welcome.” ■ Thank you 
from the bottom of my heart. = (more formally) I thank 
you from the bottom of my heart. — often + for ■ lhank 
you (very much) for helping me. = Thank you (very much) 
for your help. 2 — used to politely accept or refuse an of¬ 
fer • “Can I carry that for you?” “ lhank you (very much).” 
• “Would you like another one?” “Yes, thank you," [=yes, 
please] • “Can I carry that for you?” "No, thank you. I’ll do 
it myself.” 3 — used to tell someone in a somewhat an¬ 
noyed way that you do not want help or advice ■ I’m per¬ 
fectly capable of doing it by myself, thank you (very 
much). 

thank-ful /'Gseijkfgl/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : glad that something has happened or not happened, that 
something or someone exists, etc. ■ I’m thankful (that) we 
were not on the boat when the storm hit. ■ Everyone was 
thankful to hear the good news. — often + for ■ We have so 
much to be thankful for. - I’m very thankful [=grateful]for all 
the help they’ve given me. ■ I’m so thankful for my family. 

2 : of, relating to, or expressing thanks ■ a thankful feeling ■ 
thankful words 

— thank-ful-ness noun [noncount] ■ a feeling of thankful¬ 
ness 

thank'ful’ly /‘Gserjkfali/ adv 

1 : in a way that makes you feel thankful ■ I knew I could 
call her if there was an emergency but thankfully [= fortunate¬ 
ly ] it wasn’t necessary. ■ lhankfully, no one was hurt. [=1 am 
glad/thankful that no one was hurt] ■ The instructions were 
thankfully simple. 

2 old-fashioned : with a feeling of thanks ■ I always receive 
your calls thankfully. 

thank-less /'ezerjktos/ adj 

1 ; difficult and not valued by other people • a thankless 
task/job 

2 : not showing or feeling thanks ■ thankless people 

thanks /'Gseijks/ noun [plural] 

1 : a good feeling that you have towards someone who has 
helped you, given something to you, etc. ■ I brought you a 
gift as a way of showing my thanks for all you’ve done. ■ I 
want express my thanks [= gratitude ] (to you) for your kind¬ 
ness and generosity. 

2 : something done or said to express thanks ■ A simple bou¬ 
quet of flowers can be a nice way to say thanks. ■ We should 
give thanks (to God) for all the good things in our lives. 

3 — used as a less formal way to say “thank you” • “Here’s 
your change.” “lhanks." “You’re welcome.” ■ Thanks'. I ap¬ 
preciate it. ■ “How’s your mother doing?” “She’s doing well, 
thanks." [=thank you for asking] — often + for • lhanks for 
coming. ■ Thanks so much for your kind letter. = Many 
thanks for the kind letter. 

4 — used like “thank you” as a polite way of accepting or re¬ 
fusing an offer • “Do you want another one?” “lhanks." 
[=yes, please] • “Do you want another one?” “Ves, thanks.” 
[=yes, please] ■ “Do you want another one?” “No, thanks .” ■ 
“Can I help you find something?” “No thanks , I’m just look¬ 
ing.” ■ “Would you like a ride?” “ Thanks, but no thanks, m 
walk.” 

no thanks to : without the help of (someone or something) 
: despite (someone or something) ■ The vote passed, no 
thanks to the mayor. [=the vote passed even though the 
mayor did not help or want it to pass] 
owe a debt of thanks to see debt 

thanks a bunch/lot/million informal : thank you very 
much ■ Wow, this is great! lhanks a million ! — often used 
in an ironic way to say that you are not pleased that some¬ 
one has done or said something ■ “I’m boring? Thanks a 
loti" ■ lhanks a million for leaving the door open. There 
are flies everywhere now. 

thanks to : with the help of (someone or something) : be¬ 
cause of (someone or something) ■ I’m a lot happier these 


days thanks to my new girlfriend. ■ lhanks to a new tech¬ 
nique, patients typically recover from the surgery in only a 
few days. — often used in an ironic way • lhanks to you 
we have to do the whole thing over again, 
thanks-giv-ing /Gseqks'giviq/ noun [noncount] 

1 Thanksgiving : the fourth Thursday in November in the 
U.S. or the second Monday in October in Canada celebrated 
as a legal holiday for people to be thankful for what they 
have People traditionally eat a large meal with family or 
friends on Thanksgiving. ■ Are you going home for Thanks¬ 
giving! • Thanksgiving dinner — called also lhanksgiving Day 

2 formal: a prayer that expresses thanks to God • They sang 
a hymn of thanksgiving. 

thank—you /'GseijkJu'./ noun, pi -yous [count] : something 
that you give or do to show thanks : a polite expression of 
thanks — usually singular • They threw him a big party as a 
thank-you for his work at the community center. ■ Have you 
sent out the thank-yous [=notes/cards/letters thanking peo¬ 
ple for their gifts, help, etc.] yet? — often used before anoth¬ 
er noun ■ a thank-you note/letter/gift 
1 that /‘dajt, Sat/ pronoun, pi those /'Sooz/ 

1 a — used to indicate which person, thing, fact, or idea is 
being shown, pointed to, or mentioned ■ lhat is my book. • 
Ihose are my shoes. ■ lhat is where I went to school. • “What 
kind of tree is that ?” “ lhat is a maple.” ■ Who was that ? ■ Is 
that your boyfriend (standing) over there? ■ Ihose are my sis¬ 
ters. ■ Well, look at that. The baby can crawl now. ■ “It will be 
difficult.” “Ihat's true." ■ You are the first person in our fam¬ 
ily to graduate from college, and that makes me proud. ■ 
“Why did you quit?” “Because I felt like it. lhat’s why.” ■ 
“The meeting is canceled.” “Who told you that ?” ■ “It was the 
worst movie I’ve ever seen.” “Come on—it couldn’t have 
been as bad as that." ■ It may cost as much as $30, but no 
more than that, usage see ‘this b — used to refer to a 
time, action, or event that was just mentioned ■ You quit? 
Why did you do that ? ■ I brushed my teeth, and after that I 
went to bed. ■ He won’t be there until six o’clock, but I ex¬ 
pect to arrive before that. [=before then; before six o’clock] ■ 
“I hate you!” she screamed. And with that [=after saying that] 
she stormed out of the room. C — used to refer to the one 
that is farther away or less familiar ■ This is my hat and that 
is yours. ■ Ihose are nice, but I like these better. ■ Do you 
want this one or that (one)? ■ Don’t do it like that. Do it like 
this. 

2 somewhat formal a : the kind or thing described or iden¬ 
tified ■ The aluminum parts are much lighter than those 
made from steel. [=much lighter than the parts made from 
steel] — often + of ■ We know of no other planet with an at¬ 
mosphere like that of the Earth. [=an atmosphere like the 
Earth’s atmosphere] b : the kind or thing stated previously 
— usually singular ■ “There is the matter of your raise (to 
discuss).” “Yes, there is that ." — sometimes used to stress the 
truth of a statement ■ “Is she capable?” “She is that ." [=(more 
commonly) she certainly is] ■ “He told us more than we need¬ 
ed to know, but at least he answered our question.” “Oh, yes. 
lhat he did.” [=he certainly did do that] — see also that’s . . . 
for you at ‘for 

3 those somewhat formal : a particular group of people ■ 
Let’s take a vote. All those in favor, say “aye.” • There are 
those who think she should resign. 

4 formal + literary : the one : the thing : the kind — used to 
introduce a clause ■ What is that you say? [=what did you 
say?] 

all that 1 informal a : everything of the kind stated or 
suggested ■ She had money, fame, and all that. — see also 
FOR all THAT (below) b : more things of the same kind ■ 
The store sells computers, cell phones, and all that. [=and 
other such things] 2 : the stated or suggested degree, 
amount, etc. — usually used in negative statements ■ The 
movie couldn’t have been as bad as all that. [=the movie 
must have been better than you say it was] — see also all 
that at 2 all 

and that 1 somewhat formal — used to refer to an idea just 
mentioned • He was helpful, and that to an unusual degree. 
[=he was unusually helpful] 2 chiefly Brit, informal : and 
more things of the same kind ■ She spends her money 
drinking, gambling, and that. [=and so forth] 
at that 1 — used when giving more information about 
something or someone that was just mentioned ■ It’s a fan¬ 
cy new car, and a sports car at that. — usually used in the 
phrase and a bad/good (etc.) one at that ■ The band did a 
remake of the song, and a bad one at that. • She is a lawyer, 
and a very talented one at that. 2 : without adding or do- 
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ing anything more ■ Let's just say that I got in a little trou¬ 
ble with the police, and leave it at that. = Let's let it go at 
that. [=1 do not want to say anything more about it] ■ They 
offered him the salary that he asked for, but he couldn't 
leave it at that. [=he asked them for something else/more} 
for all that : in spite of something just mentioned • She sac¬ 
rificed many nights to study for the exam, but for all that 
she still failed. 
that does it see ’do 

that Is or that is to say 1 — used when giving more accu¬ 
rate or specific information about someone or something 
that was just mentioned ■ We— that is to say my wife and 
I—will be attending the wedding. 2 — used when giving 
information that affects something previously mentioned ■ 
We plan on going to the concert— that is, if tickets are still 
available. 

that is all or that’s all 1 — used to say that something is 
finished or completed ■ "Do you need anything else?" "No. 
thanks, that's all." ■ They're (just) different, that's all. (=1 
am not saying anything more than that they are different] 
2 — used to say that something is all that is needed or 
wanted ■ I went there to visit friends and that's all. [=that is 
all I wanted to do there) 

that is that or that’s that — used to say that a decision or 
situation cannot be changed ■ I won't sell it for less than 50 
dollars and that is that. ■ I’m not going and that's that, 
that’s a good boy/girl/dog (etc.) — used to praise a child 
or animal for obeying you ■ Please pick up your toys. 
That's a good girl. ■ Sit. lhafs a good dog. 
that shouldAvlll do (It) see ‘do 
that’s it see ‘it 

that’s life — used to say that something unpleasant or diffi¬ 
cult is a normal part of life ■ Sometimes you try your hard¬ 
est and still don’t succeed. That’s life. 

- compare "that 
2 that C09\j 

T — used to introduce a clause that is the subject or object 
of a verb ■ That he said no is not surprising. ■ I never said that 

1 was afraid. ■ Mom said that we could go to the park. ■ The 
reason for his absence is that he is ill. 

2 — used to introduce a clause that completes or explains 
the meaning of a previous noun or adjective or of the pro¬ 
noun it » There is a chance that it might rain. ■ I am certain 
that it is true. • It's not surprising that he said no. ■ It is un¬ 
likely that she ll be in. ■ He made it clear that he needed our 
help. ■ It’s not that they said no—that's not why I’m upset: 
it's that they were so rude about it. ■ ( formal ) The power of 
the wind was such that trees were uprooted. 

3 — used to introduce a clause that states a reason or pur¬ 
pose ■ I’m glad that you’re here. ■ I am sorry that you lost 
your dog. ■ ( literary ) Rejoice that the war is over! ■ ( literary ) 
“The Lord only gives us our worldly goods that we may do 
justice and mercy ...” —Harriet Beecher Stowe, Uncle 
Toms Cabin (1852) ■ She was saving money so that she could 
buy a car. ■ Carry it with both hands so that you don’t drop 
it. 

4 — used especially after a phrase beginning with so or such 

to introduce a clause that states a result ■ She was so dizzy 
that she fell down. • He was in such a rush that he forgot to 
take his hat. _ 

usage That in senses 1, 2, 3 and 4 is often omitted in infor¬ 
mal English, except when it is used at the beginning of a 
sentence. ■ I never said {that) I was afraid. ■ There is a 
chance {that) it might rain. ■ I am certain {that) it’s true. ■ 
I’m glad {that) you’re here. • Carry it with both hands so 
{that) you don’t drop it. ■ She was so dizzy {that) she fell 
down. ■ He was in such a rush {that) he forgot to take his 
hat. _ 

5 literary — used to introduce a clause expressing surprise, 
sorrow, anger, desire, etc. ■ Oh, that he would come back! [=1 
wish that he would come back] ■ 7 hat it should come to this! 
[ -1 am very shocked, disappointed, etc., by this result] 

in that see 2 in 

not that — used to say that something that may seem true is 
not true « She ignored my suggestion— not that I care. [=1 
do not care that she ignored my suggestion] • Not that it 
matters much [=it does not matter much], but is the artist a 
man or a woman? ■ Some people lie to get out of jury duty. 
Not that I ever would, of course. [=1 would never lie to get 
out of jury duty] 

3 that ad), always used before a noun, pi those 

used to indicate which person, thing, or idea is being 


shown, pointed to, or mentioned ■ That boy hit me. ■ Those 
books are mine. ■ Those shoes are nice. ■ That sister of yours 
ruined my shirt. ■ Can you hand me that wrench over there? 
■ I like that idea. • Go that way. ■ That kind of behavior will 
not be tolerated in the classroom. ■ I was not at home on that 
day. ■ I left her a message, and she called me later that after¬ 
noon. • By that point in the trip, everyone was getting tired. • 
At that moment, the answer finally dawned on me. 1 “I can’t 
seem to reach him at home." "In that case [=if that is true], 
you’d better call his cell phone.” • He’s skilled at writing dia¬ 
logue, and in that regard/respect his new novel is excellent. 

2 — used to indicate the one that is farther away or less fa¬ 
miliar ■ Do you want this one or that one? ■ I’d like that one. ■ 
Are you talking about these shoes, or those shoes over there? 
• I'll try going this way, and you try going that way. 

3 : the other ■ She twisted it this way and that way. 

that way 1 : in the manner described or suggested • What 
makes her act that way ? 2 : in or into the condition de¬ 
scribed or suggested ■ He is a very successful man and it is 
easy to see how he got that way. 

4 that pronoun — used to introduce a group of words that lim- 
its the meaning of a noun especially to a specific person, 
place, or thing ■ The person that [=who\ won the race also 
won last year. ■ I'm no longer the man that I used to be. ■ Is it 
me that you are looking for? • Can you describe the person 
that {-who, {formal) whom ] you saw? ■ children that learn to 
talk early ■ The movie that we watched was a drama. ■ The 
restaurant that I like is closing. ■ You should open the wine 
that our guests brought. ■ You were born the same year that I 
was. ■ I just want to be treated with the same respect that oth¬ 
ers are treated with. ■ The fact that you are here shows how 
much you care about me. ■ There is nothing that you can do 
about it now. 

usage Jhat in this sense is often omitted in informal En¬ 
glish. ■ You were bom the same year {that) I was. ■ You 
should open the wine {that) our guests brought. When it is 
the subject of a verb, however, it is always included. ■ The 
person that won the race also won last year. ■ children that 
learn to talk early _ 

— compare ‘that 
5 that /‘a*t/ adv 

1 a : to the degree that is stated or suggested ■ “It was the 
worst movie that I have ever seen.” “Was it really that bad?" 
“Yes, it was that bad." ■ What would you do with that much 
money? ■ I don’t think I’d ever been that sad. [=as sad as I 
was then] ■ “Don’t go over the speed limit." “Does the car 
even go that fast?" • I didn't realize the book was that long. ■ 
{Brit, informal) They were that [=so] poor they couldn’t buy 
food. — often used in negative statements ■ I can’t believe 
(that) a cup of coffee costs that much. ■ Come closer—I can’t 
throw the ball that far. ■ We rarely see snow. It doesn’t usual¬ 
ly get that cold here, b : to the degree or extent indicated 
by a gesture ■ He is about that [=this, jo] tall. ■ I need a nail 
about that long. 

2 informal : to a great degree : very — usually used in neg¬ 
ative statements ■ She didn’t take his comments that serious¬ 
ly. ■ “How cold is it outside?” “It’s not that cold.” ■ “When did 
it happen?” “Not that long ago.” — see also all that at 2 all 

1 thatch Ateetf/ noun 

1 a [noncount] : dried plant material (such as straw or 
leaves) that is used to make the roof of a building ■ Mice 
were living in the thatch of the roof, b [count] : a roof made 
of thatch : a thatched roof ■ We ate lunch in the shade under 
the thatch of a beachfront restaurant. 

2 [singular] : a thick mass of hair on a person’s head ■ her 
thatch of dark brown hair 

2 thatch verb thatch*es; thatched; thatch*ing [+ obj] : to 
make (a roof) with dried plant material (called thatch) ■ 
thatch a roof 

- thatched ad) ■ a thatched roof ■ thatched cottages/huts 
[=cottages/huts that have roofs made of thatch] 

1 thaw TQa:/ verb thaws; thawed; thaw*ing 

1 : to stop being frozen or to cause (something) to stop being 
frozen [no obj] The ice on the pond is beginning to thaw. 
[ -melt ] ■ Plant the seeds in early spring as soon as the ground 
thaws. — often + out ■ The meat will have to thaw out before 
you can use it. [+ obj \ The sun will soon thaw the snow and 
ice. — often + out ■ You’ll have to thaw the meat out before 
you can use it. 

2 [no obj] of weather : to become warm enough that snow 
and ice melt ■ The weather is beginning to thaw. 

3 : to return to a normal temperature after being very cold 
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[no obj\ Our cold fingers and toes eventually thawed. — of¬ 
ten + out ■ We sat in front of the fire and let our feet thaw out. 
[+ obj\ She held the coffee cup tightly, trying to thaw her fro¬ 
zen fingers. 

4 : to become more friendly and less angry [no ohj\ Rela¬ 
tions between the countries have thawed since the trade em¬ 
bargo was lifted. [+ obj] Efforts to thaw relations between 
the two countries have failed. 

2 thaw noun, pi thaws [count] 

1 : a period of weather that is warm enough to melt ice and 
snow ■ flooding from the spring thaw 

2 : a situation in which a relationship becomes more friendly 
and less angry ■ a thaw in international relations 

the /da before consonant sounds , 5i before vowel sounds, '5i: 
when said with emphasis/ definite article 

1 — used to indicate a person or thing that has already been 
mentioned or seen or is clearly understood from the situa¬ 
tion ■ He bought a house, but this is not the house he bought. 

■ This is the restaurant I was telling you about. • I’ll take the 
red one. ■ Put the cat outside. ■ Ihe teacher gave a quiz. ■ 
She’s the boss. ■ I am telling the truth. ■ What is the matter/ 
problem? • I'm no fool; you’re the fool for believing him. 

2 a — used to refer to things or people that are common in 
daily life ■ We talked on the telephone for an hour. • Turn on 
the television. ■ She opened the windows. ■ You need to go to 
the doctor. ■ He said he put the letter in the mail yesterday. ■ 
My suit is still at the dry cleaner, b — used to refer to 
things that occur in nature ■ Ihe sky is getting dark. ■ A 
strong wind was blowing from the east. ■ The planets revolve 
around the sun. ■ Our daughter has the flu. ■ They talked for 
a while about the weather. 

3 a — used to refer to a particular unit or period of time ■ 
She is out of the office at the moment. ■ Ihe time has come 
for us to make peace. ■ It is the best movie of the year. • We 
are usually not home duiing the day. ■ during the winter ■ in 
the future/past/present ■ The style was popular during the 
1980s. b Brit — used to indicate the day on which some¬ 
thing happened or will happen ■ He left five days later, on the 
Sunday. (=(t/.S) on Sunday] 

4 — used before the name of a specific person, place, event, 
work of art, etc. ■ the President of the United States of Amer¬ 
ica ■ the White House ■ the New York Yankees ■ the Depart¬ 
ment of Transportation ■ the Mississippi River ■ the Ameri¬ 
can Civil War ■ the Renaissance ■ the Mona Lisa ■ the Bible 

5 — used to indicate which person or thing you are referring 
to or discussing ■ She gave the correct answer. ■ He is com¬ 
peting against the best of the best. ■ the fastest runner ■ I took 
the last piece of pizza. ■ I never have the time to read. ■ He 
doesn’t have the patience to paint the house. ■ the English 
language ■ the poet William Wordsworth ■ the right to vote ■ 
the London of Victorian times 'He plays the hero of the play. 

■ She is from the west coast of Africa. ■ the beginning/arrival 
of spring ■ the announcement of his candidacy 

6 — used in titles after a person’s name ■ Alexander the 
Great ■ Elizabeth the Second ■ Jack the Ripper ■ William the 
Conqueror 

7 — used before an ordinal number ■ This is the first time he 
has been late. ■ Payment is due on the fifth of each month. ■ 
Friday the 13th ■ the Fourth of July 


8 a — used before a singular noun to refer in a general way 
to people or things of a particular kind ■ This book gives 
some useful tips for the beginner. [=for beginners] ■ Ihe co¬ 
bra is a poisonous snake. [=cobras are poisonous snakes] b 

— used to indicate the type of musical instrument someone 
plays ■ She plays the guitar. C — used before an adjective 
that is being used as a noun to refer to all of the people or 
things that have a particular quality ■ the rich ■ the homeless ■ 
the British ■ the living and the dead d — used before a plu¬ 
ral noun to indicate that every person or thing of the kind 
specified is included ■ the Greeks and the Romans • The 
newspapers covered the story, e — used before the plural 
form of a person’s last name to indicate that all the members 
of the family are included ■ the Smiths 

9 a — used to indicate that a person or thing is the best of its 
kind ■ This is the life. [=this is the way I want to live; this is a 
very enjoyable way to live, spend time, etc.] • I think he’s the 
one (for me), and I want to marry him. ■ He is the person 
[=the right person] for the job. ■ This seems to be the place to 
be. b — used to indicate the most famous person having a 
particular name ^ This sense of the is emphasized in speech. 
• "I saw Julia Roberts when I was in L.A.” “You saw the Julia 
Roberts, the famous actress?’’ 

10 — used to refer in a general way to a specific type of ac¬ 
tivity ■ the law ■ the arts and sciences ■ the publishing industry 
■ I love the opera. ■ the cinema ■ He competes in the long 
jump. ■ the backstroke ■ The cat was on the prowl. ■ The sol¬ 
diers were on the move. 

11a — used to refer to a part of your body or clothing ■ 
How’s the [ -your ] arm feeling today? ■ He grabbed me by the 
[=my] sleeve. ■ She led him by the [=/iis] hand, b informal — 
used before a noun that refers to a person’s family, job, 
health, etc. ■ How is the [=your] family? • I have to talk the of¬ 
fer over with the [=my\ wife. ■ Is the job going well? ■ How’s 
the headache? 

the*ater (US) or chiefly Brit the*atre /'Gijata-/ noun, pi 

-aters 

1 [count] a : a building where plays, shows, etc., are per¬ 
formed on a stage ■ the oldest theater in the city ■ a theater 
performance ■ the theater district in New York City — see 
also dinner theater b US : a building or room in which 
movies are shown ■ The film is now showing in theaters. ■ a 
movie theater ■ a home theater 

2 [noncount] a : plays in general or as a form of entertain¬ 
ment ■ We enjoyed a weekend of music, dance, and theater. ■ 
He was very fond of the theater and had purchased tickets 
for several performances. ■ Her interests include theater and 
poetry. ■ the theater of 16th-century England ■ a theater critic 
b : the art or activity of performing in or producing plays on 
a stage ■ She majored in theater in college. ■ a course in 
American theater ■ His monologues made for good theater. • 
The play makes lively theater. ■ a theater troupe/company 

— see also community theater 

3 [count] a : a place where important events or actions oc¬ 
cur — usually singular ■ the theater of health-care reform b 
: a large area where there is a war ■ He fought in the Pacific 
theater (of operations) in World War II. 

4 [count] Brit : operating room 
the«ater*go*er (US) or chiefly Brit the«atre*go-er 
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/'Bijata^gowa*/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who often 
goes to the theater to see plays 

— the-ater-go-ing ( US) or chiefly Brit the-atre-go-ing 

/'Oijatasgowio/ adj ■ the theatergoing public 
the*at<ri*cal /Gi'aetnkal/ adi 

1 : of or relating to the theater ■ theatrical costumes/ambi¬ 
tions 

2 [more most —]: behaving or done in a way that is meant 
to attract attention and that is often not genuine or sincere • 
a theatrical gesture/bow • theatrical behavior • a politician 
who has a highly/very theatrical manner of speaking 

— the*at*ri*cal*i*ty /G^aetra'kaelati/ noun [noncount] — the- 
at»ri*caMy /Gi'aetnkli/ adv 

the-at-ri-cals /Gi'aetnkalz/ noun [plural] 

1 : the performance of plays on a stage ■ amateur theatricals 

2 Brit : theatrics 1 

the-at-rics /Gi'aetnks/ noun [plural] chiefly US 

1 often disapproving : ways of behaving and speaking that 
are like a performance on a stage and are intended to attract 
attention ■ courtroom theatrics ■ the theatrics of politicians 

2 : theatricals 1 ■ amateur theatrics 

thee /'5i:/ pronoun, old-fashioned + literary — used as a sin¬ 
gular form of “you" when it is the object of a verb or prepo¬ 
sition. • “I take thee at thy word ...” —Shakespeare, Romeo 
and Juliet (1594-95) • "Sweet land of liberty, of thee I 
sing...” —Samuel Francis Smith, “My Country, Tis of 
Thee” (1831) 

theft /'Gcft/ noun, pi thefts : the act or crime of stealing 
[count] car thefts ■ The theft of the jewelry and other valu¬ 
ables was immediately reported to the police, [noncount] He 
was found guilty of theft. — see also grand theft, petit 
THEFT, PETTY THEFT 

their /'Seas 5a>/ adj, always used before a noun, possessive 
form of THEY 

1 : relating to or belonging to certain people, animals, or 
things ■ All the furniture in their house is brand-new. ■ They 
are on friendly terms with their neighbors. ■ The students are 
seeking to exercise their rights. • The birds have left their 
nest. ■ The trees have all shed their leaves. : made or done by 
certain people, animals, or things ■ Their artwork is on dis¬ 
play at the museum. • They did their best. ■ Their conversa¬ 
tion went well. ■ He was angry because of their arriving/be¬ 
ing late. 

2 : his or her : his : her : its — used to refer to a single per¬ 
son whose sex is not known or specified ■ Anyone in their 
right mind would find it unjust. ■ Each person reacts to their 
environment differently. 

[ Do not confuse their with there or they’re. | 

theirs /'be&z/ pronoun 

1 : that which belongs to or is connected with them : their 
one : their ones ■ The computer is theirs. [=the computer be¬ 
longs to them; it is their computer] • He bought his car on the 
same day his parents bought theirs. ■ She is a friend of theirs. 
[=she is their friend] ■ That dog of theirs [=their dog] is always 
barking. 

2 : his or hers — used to refer to a single person whose sex is 
not known or specified ■ I will do my part if everybody else 
does theirs. 

the-ism /'Gi^izam/ noun [noncount] : the belief that God ex¬ 
ists or that many gods exist —compare monotheism, 

POLYTHEISM 

— thedst /"Giijist/ noun, pi -ists [count] 

them /'Scm, 5am/ pronoun, objective form of THEY 

1 — used to refer to certain people, animals, or things as the 
objects of a verb or preposition • Their mother drove them to 
soccer practice. • I haven’t met them yet. ■ You can ask any of 
them for help. ■ I played basketball with them yesterday. 

2 : him or her — used to refer to a single person whose sex is 
not known or specified ■ The teacher said that if anyone 
came forward and admitted to the prank, she wouldn’t pun¬ 
ish them. [=she wouldn’t punish that person] 

3 informal + humorous : those — used in nonstandard 
speech ■ Them's fighting words. [=those are words that are 
likely to cause a fight] 

the*mat«ic /Gi*maetik/ adj : of or relating to a theme • the¬ 
matic writing ■ the thematic development in the story 

— the-mat-i-caMy /Gi'maetikli/ adv ■ The poems are 
grouped thematically. 

theme /'Gi:m/ noun, pi themes [count] 

1 : the main subject that is being discussed or described in a 
piece of writing, a movie, etc. • The quest for power is the 


underlying theme of the film. ■ A constant theme in his nov¬ 
els is religion. • The playwright skillfully brings together var¬ 
ious themes. ■ The album focuses on themes of love and loss. 

■ Adventures are popular themes in children’s books. 

2 a : a particular subject or issue that is discussed often or 
repeatedly • The growing deficit was a dominant theme in the 
election, b : the particular subject or idea on which the 
style of something (such as a party or room) is based ■ The 
party had a Hawaiian luau theme. ■ The theme of the baby’s 
room was zoo animals. [=the baby’s bedroom was decorated 
with pictures of zoo animals] ■ a theme party 

3 music a : the main melody that is repeated in a piece of 
music b : theme song • They played the theme from/to 
the movie “Rocky.” 

4 US ; a short piece of writing by a student on a particular 
subject : essay • The students were assigned to write a 
theme on the person they admired most. 

— themed /'Giimd/ adj, always used before a noun ■ themed 
restaurants/events ■ a sports -themed restaurant ■ a 
Hawaiian-themed party 

theme park noun, pi ~ parks [count] : an amusement park 
where the rides and attractions are based on a particular 
theme (sense 2b) 

theme song noun, pi songs [count] : a song that is 
played at the beginning and end of a television show, movie, 
etc. • He was playing the theme song from/to “The Godfa¬ 
ther.” 

them»selves /Scm'sclvz/ pronoun 

1 : those same people, animals, or things: a — used as the 
object of a verb or preposition to refer to people, animals, or 
things that have already been mentioned ■ They are getting 
themselves ready. ■ They did most of the painting themselves. 

■ nations that govern themselves • They were dedicated to 
helping those less fortunate than themselves. ■ people who 
are unable to care for themselves • They enjoyed working^br 
themselves. • They kept their plans to themselves [=they 
kept their plans secret] ■ She had the house all to herself 
[=she was alone in the house] b — used for emphasis to re¬ 
fer again to people, animals, or things that have already been 
mentioned ■ They were young once themselves. ■ They them¬ 
selves were quite surprised when they won the game. 

2 : himself or herself — used to refer to a single person 
whose sex is not known or specified ■ Nobody should blame 
themselves. 

3 : their normal or healthy selves ■ They were themselves 
again after a night’s rest. ■ They didn’t feel like themselves for 
a while after the long flight. 

by themselves 1 : without any help from other people ■ 
The students solved the math problem by themselves. 2 
: with nobody else : alone ■ They toured the city by them¬ 
selves instead of traveling with a guide. 

1 then /'Sen/ adv 

1 : at that time : at the time mentioned ■ It was then believed 
(that) the Earth was flat. ■ She lived in the Soviet Union, as it 
then was called. ■ Just then he walked in. ■ Back then , he was 
living in New York. 

2 a — used to indicate what happened or happens next ■ He 
walked down the street, then turned the comer. ■ First the 
clowns come out, (and) then the elephants and lions (come 
out), b — used to indicate what should be done next ■ 
“Take your first right, (and) then turn left at the light," he 
said. ■ Bring the soup to a boil, then turn down the heat and 
let it simmer for half an hour, c — used to indicate some¬ 
thing more that must be done or thought of ■ We need to 
choose the menu, rent a banquet hall, and then there are the 
invitations to send. 

3 a — used to indicate what must be true or what must or 
should happen if something else is true or happens ■ If you 
were there, then you must have seen him. • If it rains, then we 
can’t go. ■ “It’s raining." u 7hen we can’t go." ■ "He con¬ 
fessed." “The case is closed, then." ■ If you want it, then take 
it. = Take it, then, if you want it. ■ Hurry, then , if you want to 
catch the bus. ■ What if there should be a fire? What then ? 
[=what will happen then?] Ihen is often omitted following 
if ■ If it rains, (then) we can’t go. b — used to say or ask 
about what appears to be true based on what has happened 
or been said ■ You did go, then, after all. ■ Your mind is made 
up, then ? c — used to say what has been agreed to or de¬ 
cided ■ OK, then. I’ll see you at seven o’clock, d somewhat 
foimal — used to make a final statement that refers back to 
the things that have just been mentioned or described ■ 
These, then, are the things you must do. ■ All of us, then, 
must accept some blame for these problems. 
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4 — used after words like all right and OK at the beginning 
of a statement ■ All right, then , let's get started. 

and then some see 2 some 
but then see ‘but 
even then see 2 even 
(every) now and then see ‘now 

then and there or chiefly Brit there and then : immediately 
at that place • 1 decided (right) then and there that I would 
accept the offer. ■ I made up my mind then and there. 
2 then noun [singular] : that time ■ Since then , I've been more 
careful. • He advised me to wait until then. • They’ll an¬ 
nounce their decision next week. Until then , she’ll just have 
to hope for the best. ■ We should get there before then. • They 
were friends from then on. ■ Nothing like that had ever hap¬ 
pened up to then. 

3 then adj, always used before a noun : existing at or belonging 
to the time mentioned ■ She was appointed to the position by 
Connecticut’s then governor. [=by the person who was Con¬ 
necticut’s governor at that time] 
thence /'Sens/ adv, formal : from that place : from there ■ 
Their travels took them to the Bahamas, thence south to 
Venezuela. 

thence-forth / , 5ens,foa'G/ adv, formal : from that time for¬ 
ward : starting then ■ He was determined thenceforth to ded¬ 
icate himself to his studies. ■ Thenceforth , she decided, she 
would deal with the media herself. 
the*OC*ra*cy /Gi’aikrasi/ noun, pi -cies 

1 [ noncount ] : a form of government in which a country is 
ruled by religious leaders 

2 [count] : a country that is ruled by religious leaders 

— theo-crat-ic /,Gi:j3 a kraetik /adj • a theocratic government/ 
regime 

theo-lo-gian /.Gkja'loucfcan/ noun, pi -gians [count] : a 
p rson who is an expert on theology 
the-ol-o-gy /Gi'adacfei/ noun, pi -gies 

1 [noncount] : the study of religious faith, practice, and expe¬ 
rience : the study of God and God's relation to the world ■ 
He has an interest in theology and pastoral work. 

2 [count] : a system of religious beliefs or ideas ■ Christian/ 
Muslim/Jewish theology • The bishop was opposed to the 
group’s theology. 

— theo*log*i*cal /,Gi:j3 a la:d5ik3l/ adj ■ theological studies/ 
arguments — theo-logicaMy /,6i:j3 a la:cfeikli/af/v 

the-O-rem /'Giijsram/ noun, pi -rents [count] technical : a 
formula or statement that can be proved from other formu¬ 
las or statements ■ mathematical theorems 
the-o-ret-i-cal /,Gi:j3 a retik3l/ also the-o-ret-ic /|Gi:j3 a re- 
tik/ adj 

1 : relating to what is possible or imagined rather than to 
what is known to be true or real ■ On a theoretical level, hir¬ 
ing more people seems logical. • The idea is purely theoretical 
at this point. ■ a theoretical argument ■ The teacher gave us a 
theoretical [^hypothetical] situation as an example. ■ The dan¬ 
ger is more than just a theoretical possibility. • I was speaking 
in theoretical terms, [theoretically] 

2 : relating to the general principles or ideas of a subject 
rather than the practical uses of those ideas ■ theoretical 
physics 

— the-oret-i-cal-ly /,Gi:j3 a retikli/ adv • Theoretically, the 
value of the funds could triple in the next few months. ■ It 
is theoretically possible but unlikely to happen. • He argued 
theoretically. 

the*0*re*ti*cian /,Gi:j3r3 a tij3n/ noun, pi -cians [count] 

: THEORIST 

the*0*rist /'Girjanst/ noun, pi -rists [count] : a person who 
forms theories about something ■ political theorists 
the-o-rize also Brit the«o«rise /'Gi:j3,raiz/ verb -riz-es; 
-rized; -riz-ing : to think of or suggest ideas about what is 
possibly true or real : to form or suggest a theory about 
something [no obj] Many scientists have theorized about/on 
the possibility of life on other planets. [+ obj] — usually + 
that • The police theorized that the same person was responsi¬ 
ble for both murders. 
the»Q»ry /'Gijari/ noun, pi -ries 

1 : an idea or set of ideas that is intended to explain facts or 
events [count] a widely accepted scientific theory • Einstein’s 
theory of relativity ■ theories on/about evolution [noncount] 
according to atomic/economic theory 

2 [count] : an idea that is suggested or presented as possibly 
true but that is not known or proven to be true ■ Her method 
is based on the theory that all children want to learn. ■ There 
are a number of different theories about the cause of the dis¬ 


ease. ■ She proposed a theory of her own. ■ Investigators re¬ 
jected the theory that the death was accidental. ■ There is no 
evidence to support such a theory. 

3 [noncount] : the general principles or ideas that relate to a 
particular subject ■ He is a specialist in film theory* and criti¬ 
cism. ■ music theory 

in theory 1 — used to say what should happen or be true if 
a theory is correct ■ In theory , the reading skills of the stu¬ 
dents should improve. 2 — used to say that something 
seems to be true or possible as an idea but may not actual¬ 
ly be true or possible ■ I agree with you in theory , but real¬ 
istically I don’t think we have the time to do that, 
ther-a-peu-tic /.Gera'pjuitik/ adj 

1 [more most ~]: producing good effects on your body or 
mind ■ the therapeutic benefits of yoga ■ Gardening can be 
very therapeutic. 

2 : of or relating to the treatment of illness • a therapeutic 
diet ■ the therapeutic effects of radiation 

ther*a*peu*tics /,Ger3 a pju:tiks/ noun [noncount] medical 
: a branch of medicine that deals with the ways to treat ill¬ 
nesses 

ther-a*pist /'Gerapist/ noun, pi -pists [count] 

1 : a person trained in methods of treating illnesses especial¬ 
ly without the use of drugs or surgery ■ He works with a ther¬ 
apist to improve his speech. — see also OCCUPATIONAL 
THERAPIST, PHYSICAL THERAPIST, PHYSIOTHERAPIST 

2 : a person who helps p ople deal with mental or emotional 
problems by talking about those problems : a person trained 
in psychotherapy ■ He saw his therapist [-psychotherapist] 
regularly when he was going through his divorce. ■ a family 
therapist 

ther-a-py /'Gerspi/ noun, pi -pies 

1 : the treatment of physical or mental illnesses [noncount] 
He is undergoing cancer therapy, [count] new drug therapies 
— see also chemotherapy, gene therapy, group 

THERAPY, HORMONE REPLACEMENT THERAPY, OCCUPA¬ 
TIONAL THERAPY, PHYSICAL THERAPY, SHOCK THERAPY, 
SPEECH THERAPY 

2 [noncount ]: psychotherapy 
1 there /■ftea/ adv 

1 a : in that place : at that location ■ Put the package there 
on the table. ■ Go to your room and stay there . • Turn there at 
the church. • She was sitting there a minute ago. ■ Hello. Is 
Pat there ? ■ They have lived there for 30 years. ■ When will 
you be there ? ■ Please stand over there . ■ I used to live near/ 
around there . • What do you see out/down/up/in there ? • At 
last we’re therel [=we have arrived at the place we were trav¬ 
eling to] ■ The opportunity to score was there [=was avail¬ 
able], so I took the shot. — used in speech when something 
is found ■ So there you are. I’ve been looking for you. ■ Ah. 
there's the book I’ve been looking for. b : to or into that 
place ■ If we leave now, we should get there by noon. ■ I 
drove the kids there . • He drove there and back in one day. • 
Can we walk there ? ■ We go there every year. 

2 a : at that point in a process, activity, story, etc. ■ Stop 
right there , before you say something you’ll regret. ■ There 
the story takes a surprising turn, b : in that particular mat¬ 
ter ■ There is where I disagree with you. 

3 a — used with the verb be at the beginning of a sentence 
that makes a statement about a situation or asks about a sit¬ 
uation ■ There is no way to know when he’ll be home. • 
There’s no point in arguing about it. ■ There’s still a lot for us 
to do. ■ There are many things to be considered. ■ There is a 
person waiting to see you. [=a person is waiting to see you] ■ 
Is there a gas station nearby? b — used to introduce a sen¬ 
tence in which the subject comes after the verb ■ There will 
come a time [=a time will come] when I will need your help. ■ 
There used to be a school here. • Once upon a time, there 
lived a beautiful princess named Snow White. 

4 — used in sp ech after a noun to emphasize which person, 
thing, etc., you are referring to ■ That clock there once be¬ 
longed to my great-grandmother. • I just saw that boy there 
stealing a piece of candy. ■ You there\ What are you doing?! 

5 informal — used to address a person or animal • Well, hello 
there. • Say there , do you have the time? 

6 — used to introduce a sentence in which the subject 
comes after the verb ■ There was your chance [=that was 
your chance] to ask her out on a date. ■ There's still a lot for 
us to do. ■ Eat your vegetables. There's a good girl. [=you’re a 
good girl if you eat your vegetables] 

[ Do not confuse there with their or they’re. j 

been there, done that see be 8 
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have been there — used to say that you have experienced 
the same thing that someone else has experienced ■ I know 
how you feel. I've been there (before) myself. 
here and there see 1 here 
here , there, and everywhere see ‘here 
neither here nor there see ‘here 

out there informal — used to say in a general way that 
someone or something exists ■ I’m not surprised that he 
lied about it. There are a lot of people like him out there. 
[=there are a lot of other people who would have lied] • Be 
careful when you drive. There are a lot of crazy drivers out 
there. • She’s been searching for the right car to buy. It’s out 
there somewhere. — see also OUT-THERE 
then and there or there and then see ‘then 
there go/goes see 'go 
there’s ... for you see ‘for 

there you are or there you go informal 1 — used to tell 
someone that you have given them what they asked for ■ 
77i ere you are , sir. That will be $3 for the coffees. ■ “Could 
you pass the salt?” “Sure, there you go.” 2 — used to indi¬ 
cate that something is completed or done in a satisfactory 
way • You just plug it in, push this button, and there you 
are. • There you are, then. You got what you wanted. ■ Wait, 
I want to fix your tie. Ihere you go. 
there you have it informal — used to indicate that some¬ 
thing is completed or done in a satisfactory way ■ You just 
plug it in, push this button, and there you have it. ■ There 
you have it. The mystery is solved. 
you have me there or there you have me see have 
2 there adj, not used before a noun : capable of being relied on 
for support or help ■ My dad has always been there for me. 
(=has always helped me when I needed his help] ■ She is there 
to answer any questions you might have. 
not all there see 2 all 
3 there interj 

1 — used to attract attention ■ There, look at that. ■ There, 
you’ve gone and broken it! 

2 — used to show satisfaction, approval, or encouragement ■ 
There, it’s finished at last. ■ There, I told you so. 

so there informal — used to say in a somewhat rude, angry, 
or childish way that you have stated your opinion or deci¬ 
sion and will not change it ■ Well, I don’t want to be your 
friend, either. So therei ■ I’m going no matter what you say. 
So therei 

there, there — used to tell someone not to be worried or 
unhappy ■ There, there [ =now, now], don’t cry. Everything 
will be OK. 

4 there noun [ noncount] 

1 : that place ■ Get away from there. 

2 : that point ■ I’ll get everything ready, and you take it from 
there. 

there-abouts /.bera'bauts/ also US thereabout 

/,5er3'baut/ adv : near or around that place, time, number, 
amount, etc. ■ He lives on Maple Street or thereabouts. • It 
happened in 1977 or thereabouts. ■ There were 50 people or 
thereabouts. — compare hereabouts 
there-af*ter /dea-'sefta*, Brit Ser'aifta/ adv, formal : after 
that ■ Thereafter, the two companies operated in full partner¬ 
ship. ■ She returned shortly thereafter. 
there«by /bea^bai/ adv, formal : by means of that act, those 
words, that document, etc. ■ He signed the contract, thereby 
forfeiting his right to the property. 
thereby hangs a tale see 'hang 
there’d /'bea-d/ — used as a contraction of there had or there 
would ■ There'd [=there had] never been a case like it before. ■ 
I knew there’d [-there would] be trouble. 
there«fore /'bea^foa*/ adv, somewhat formal : for that reason 
: because of that ■ The cell phone is thin and light and there¬ 
fore very convenient to carry around. • Payment was re¬ 
ceived two weeks after it was due; therefore, you will be 
charged a late fee. 
therein /bea^in./ adv, formal 

1 : in or into that place or thing ■ The insurance covers the 
apartment and all the property therein. ■ His name was men¬ 
tioned in the article, although he was incorrectly described 
therein as a medical doctor. 

2 : in that statement, fact, or detail ■ They have to make a 
decision soon. Therein lies the problem. [=that is why there 
is a problem] If they act too quickly, they run the risk of 
choosing the wrong plan. 

there«Of /bea^Av/ adv, formal : of the thing that has been 
mentioned ■ The professor explained the problem and solu¬ 


tion thereof. [=the problem and the solution of the problem] ■ 
A will or any part thereof [=any part of a will] may be re¬ 
voked by a subsequent will. ■ The problem is money, or (a/ 
the) lack thereof. [=the problem is a lack of money] 
there-on /bea^ain/ adv, formal : on the thing that has been 
mentioned ■ The highway and structures thereon are being 
repaired. ■ a text with a commentary thereon 
there’s /‘bea'Z, ba*z/ — used as a contraction of there is or 
there has • Ihere’s [-there w] a lot more to do. ■ There’s [=there 
has] never been any reason to doubt him. 
thereto /bea^tu:/ adv, formal : to the thing that has been 
mentioned ■ The bill and amendments thereto are being con¬ 
sidered. 


there-uri'der /bea^Anda 1 / adv, formal: under the thing that 
has been mentioned ■ the statute and regulations thereunder 
there-up-on /'bera,pa:n/ adv, formal 

1 : immediately after that ■ The committee reviewed the 
documents and thereupon decided to accept the proposal. 

2 : on the thing that has been mentioned ■ The jurors dis¬ 
cussed the evidence and made/based their decision there¬ 
upon. 

’ther-mal /'Oamal I adj 

1 : of, relating to, or caused by heat ■ thermal energy • ther¬ 
mal insulation/stress 

2 : designed to keep you warm by preventing heat from 
leaving your body ■ thermal clothing/underwear 

3 : having hot water flowing out of the ground ■ thermal 
springs/waters 

- ther-mal-ly adv 
2 thermal noun, pi -mals 

1 [count] : a rising current of warm air that is produced 
when the sun heats an area of the ground 

2 thermals [plural] Brit : thermal clothing 
or underwear 

ther-mo-dy-nam-ics 

/, 00 i mou l dai , n£emiks/ noun [noncount] 
technical : a science that deals with the ac¬ 
tion of heat and related forms of energy 

- ther-mo-dy-nam-ic /,0a*nou,dai- 
'nzemik/ adj - ther-mo-dy-nam-i-cal- 
ly /(BamoUidaPraemikli/ adv 

ther-mom-e-ter /©a^maimata 1 / noun, pi 
-ters [count] : an instrument used for mea¬ 
suring temperature ■ The thermomemeter 
says it’s almost 80 degrees outside, but it 
doesn’t feel that hot. ■ a digital/meat ther¬ 
mometer 



thermometer 


ther-mo-nu-cle-ar /.©a-mou'nuiklijas 
Brit .Baimau'njuiklia/ adj, technical : of or 
relating to the changes in the nucleus of at¬ 
oms that happen at extremely high temperatures ■ a thermo¬ 
nuclear reaction/explosion ■ Hydrogen bombs are thermonu¬ 
clear weapons/devices. 

ther-mos /‘Oamas/ noun, pi -mos-es [count] : a container 
that keeps liquids hot or cold for long periods of time — 
called also (US) thermos bottle, (Brit) flask, (Brit) vacuum 
flask 

ther-mo-Stat AJama^taet/ noun, pi 
-stats [count] : a device that auto¬ 
matically adjusts the temperature in 
a room temperature to a desired lev¬ 
el ■ I set the thermostat to 68 degrees.; 
also : a similar device used for ad¬ 
justing the temperature of a machine 
or system 

the-sau-rus /Bi'soras/ noun, pi 
-sau-ri /-'soasai/ or -sau-rus-es 
/-'sorasaz/ [count] : a book in which 
words that have the same or similar 
meanings are grouped together 

these plural of THIS 

the-SiS /‘0i:sas/ noun, pi the-ses / , 0i:,si:z/ [count] 

1 : a long piece of writing on a particular subject that is done 
to earn a degree at a university ■ She wrote her thesis on Re¬ 
naissance Nativity scenes. ■ a master’s/doctoral thesis on the 
effects of global warming 

2 formal : a statement that someone wants to discuss or 
prove ■ New evidence supports his thesis. • We disagreed with 
the basic thesis of the report. ■ The book’s central thesis is 
that propaganda influences the masses in important ways. 

thes-pi-an /'Oespijan/ noun, pi -ans [count] formal + some¬ 
times humorous : actor ■ a renowned thespian and director 
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they /'dei /pronoun 

1 : those people, animals, or things • They dance very well. • 
They both played on the football team. • They are thinking of 
getting a pet. ■ What are they doing? 

2 — used to refer to people in a general way or to a group of 
people who are not specified ■ You know what they say: you 
only live once. ■ Ihey say it will be a mild winter. [=people 
who predict the weather say that it will be a mild winter] • 
She’s as hardworking as they come. [=she’s extremely hard¬ 
working] ■ Ihey will be holding the graduation outdoors if 
the weather permits. ■ Ihey took away his license. 

3 : he or she — used to refer to a single person whose sex is 
not known or specified ■ Everyone can go if they want to. 

they’d /'5eid/ — used as a contraction of they had or they 
would ■ They admitted that they’d [=they had] been foolish. • 
Ihey’d [-they would] love to go but won’t be able to. 
they’ll /'deil, del/ — used as a contraction of they will * 
They'll be arriving soon. 

they’re /'dea*, day — used as a contraction of they are ■ It all 
depends on whether they’re available or not. 

[ Do not confuse they’re with their or there. | 

they’ve /'deiv/ — used as a contraction of they have ■ I don’t 
think they’ve made up their minds yet. 
thi*a*mine or thl*a*mln /'Gajaman/ noun [noncount] : a 
natural substance (called a vitamin) that is found in certain 
foods and that helps your body to be healthy — called also 
vitamin B/ 

1 thick /'0ik/ adj thlck-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 a : having a large distance between the top and bottom or 
front and back surfaces : not thin ■ a thick book/board ■ 
thick walls ■ a thick layer of ice ■ He wore thick glasses, 
[^glasses with thick lenses] ■ a thick cigar ■ a thick slice of 
ham/bread/cake ■ a thick, juicy steak ■ pizza with a thick 
crust ■ a thick wool sweater ■ a bodybuilder with a thick, 
short body ■ He was a man in his fifties, a little thick around 
the middle. [=fat around his waist] b : having a specified 
distance from one surface to the opposite surface : having a 
specified thickness ■ The planks were two inches thick. • The 
log was 12 inches thick. • The recipe calls for one cup of 
mushrooms sliced ‘A inch thick. 

2 a : having parts that are close together ■ a thick [=dense] 
forest ■ thick woods b : growing closely together and in a 
large amount ■ a dog/cat with thick fur ■ She has thick, curly 
hair. 

3 : difficult to see through : dense ■ thick black smoke • The 
fog/haze was thick this morning. ■ a thick blanket of fog 

4 of a liquid : not flowing easily ■ The stew/chili was very 
thick. ■ thick gravy/sauce/syrup ■ a thick milkshake ■ The bat¬ 
ter was too thick. 



5 a of speech or the voice : difficult to understand ■ His 
speech was thick and slurred. — often + with ■ Her voice was 
thick with emotion when she talked about her divorce, b of 
a person’s accent : very easy to notice ■ He spoke with a thick 
[=heavy] accent. 

6 informal : stupid 1 ■ They were just too thick to under¬ 
stand what I was saying. ■ Why can’t he get it through his 
thick head that I don’t like him? [=why can’t he understand 
that I don’t like him?] 

7 not used before a noun a chiefly US : existing in great 
numbers or large amounts ■ The mosquitoes were thick 
[=there were a lot of mosquitoes] near the lake. ■ Tension was 
thick in the office, [-there was a lot of tension in the office] 
b : having great numbers or a large amount of something — 
+ with ■ The air was thick with mosquitoes. ■ The atmosphere 
was thick with anticipation as we waited for the results. 

8 not used before a noun, informal : having a close and 
friendly relationship ■ Those two are really thick, [-close] • 
They were (as) thick as thieves [=very close and secretive] 
for weeks, which made us wonder what they were doing. — 
often + with • He was very thick with his pastor. 


a thick ear Brit, informal : the punishment of being hit on 
the side of the head ■ He threatened to give him a thick ear ■ 
[=(t/S) to slap him upside the head] 

(a) thick skin see ’skin 
blood Is thicker than water see blood 
thick on the ground : existing or occurring in large 
amounts ■ Hotels and restaurants are thick on the ground 
along the strip. ■ Presidential candidates are thick on the 
ground this year. [=there are a lot of presidential candi¬ 
dates this year] 

2 thick adv thlck.er; -est [also more most ~] 


1 : in a way that makes' thick pieces, layers, etc. ■ Slice the 
roast thick. 

2 : in great numbers ■ Apples hung thick on the trees. ■ Sug¬ 
gestions were coming in thick and fast. [=large numbers of 
suggestions were coming in quickly] 

lay it on thick see ’lay 
3 thick noun 

In the thick of: in the most active or intense part of (some¬ 
thing) ■ a soldier in the thick of ( the) battle ■ He found him¬ 
self in the thick of the action. ■ We’re really in the thick of 
things now. 

through thick and thin : through many difficult times over 
a long period ■ She stood by me through thick and thin. 
thick-en /'Gikan/ verb -ens; -ened; -en-lng : to make 
(something) thick or thicker or to become thick or thicker 
[+ obj] I thickened the gravy with flour, [no obj] When the 
mixture thickens , add the remaining ingredients. ■ The fog 
thickened when night fell. 
the plot thickens see ’plot 

— thick-en-er /'Gikana 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] ■ Flour/com- 
starch is used as a thickener in sauces. 

thickset /'Gikat/ noun, pi -ets [count] : a group of bushes or 
small trees that grow close together ■ a dense thicket of rose¬ 
bushes — often used figuratively • A thicket of reporters 
blocked the entrance to city hall. ■ a tangled thicket of laws 
thick—head*ed /'0ik,hed3d/ adj [more most ~] informal 
: not intelligent or sensible : stupid * He’s a stubborn and 
thick-headed old fool. ■ a thick-headed decision 
thick-ly /'Gikli/ adv [more most ~] 

1 : in a way that makes thick pieces, layers, etc. ■ thickly 
sliced mushrooms * thickly padded cushions ■ He buttered 
the bread thickly. 

2 : with a lot of people, trees, etc., close together ■ a thickly 
settled neighborhood ■ a thickly wooded area 

3 of speech or the voice : in a way that is difficult to under¬ 
stand ■ thickly accented speech 

thick-ness /'Giknas/ noun 

1 a : the distance between the top and bottom or front and 
back surfaces of something : a measurement of how thick 
something is [noncount] The plank measures two inches in 
thickness, [count] the length, circumference, and thickness 
of the log ■ Plywood is available in various thicknesses. ■ 
Cooking time will vary depending on the thickness of the 
steak/chops, b [noncount] : the quality of being thick ■ I 
added flour to increase the gravy’s thickness. • I was sur¬ 
prised by the thickness of his accent. 

2 [count] : a layer or sheet of some material — usually + of ■ 
a single thickness of canvas/foil/cloth 

thick-set /'Gik^et/ adj [more most ~] : having a short, 
thick body ■ a thickset man 
thick—Skinned /'Gikiskind/a^' [more most ~] 

1 : having a thick skin ■ a thick-skinned orange 

2 : not easily bothered by criticism or insults : not sensitive ■ 
You need to be thick-skinned if you are going to work in pol¬ 
itics. — Opposite THIN-SKINNED 

thief /'Gi-.f/ noun, pi thieves /'Gi:vz/ [count] : a person who 
steals something ■ a car thief ■ A thief took my purse, 
thlev-ery /'Giivari/ noun [noncount] formal: the act of steal¬ 
ing ■ They accused him of thievery. [=they accused him of 
stealing something] ■ a case of suspected thievery 
thlevying /'Giivnj/ noun [noncount] somewhat old-fashioned 
: the act or activity of stealing • They finally found out about 
his thieving. 

— thieving adj, always used before a noun ■ You thieving liar! 
thigh /'Gai/ noun, pi thighs [count] 

1 : the part of your leg that is above the knee — see picture 
at HUMAN 

2 : the side part of the leg of a bird ■ boneless chicken thighs 
thlgh*bone /'Gai,boun/ noun, pi -bones [count] : the long 

bone in the upper part of the leg : femur — see picture at 
HUMAN 

thlm-ble /'Gimbsl/ noun, pi thlm<bles [count] : a small met¬ 
al or plastic cap used in sewing to protect the finger that 
pushes the needle — see picture at SEWING 
1 thin /'Gin/ adj thln«ner; -nest [also more most ~] 

1 : having a small distance between the top and bottom or 
front and back surfaces : not thick * thin paper/walls ■ a thin 
band/line/stripe ■ a thin coating/layer of dust • pizza with a 
thin crust ■ a thin slice of ham 

2 : not having a lot of extra flesh on the body : not fat ■ a 
thin child • She is very/too thin. • thin legs synonyms see 
2 lean 
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3 a : not growing closely together ■ a thin stand of trees : not 
growing in a large amount • thin hair ■ His hair is a little thin 
on top. = He’s a little thin on top. [=he does not have a lot of 
hair on the top of his head] b : having less than the usual, 
original, or needed number or amount • Attendance at the 
carnival was a bit thin. [=low] ■ My patience was wearing/run¬ 
ning thin. [=1 was becoming less patient] 

4 of a liquid : flowing very easily : containing a lot of water • 
thin broth/gravy/soup 

5 : having less oxygen than normal ■ thin air ■ a thin atmo¬ 
sphere 

6 : easy to see through • The fog was relatively thin. ■ a thin 
mist 

7 : not large or impressive ■ a thin [=very small] margin of 
victory ■ She has a thin [-narrow] lead in the polls. 

8 : not very good, useful, etc. : weak • thin arguments/ex¬ 
planations ■ That excuse is pretty thin. • The story’s plot is 
pretty thin. • His argument quickly wore thin. • a thin smile 
[=a weak smile that does not seem sincere] 

9 of a voice : weak and high ■ a high, thin voice 
(a) thin skin see ‘skin 

disappear/vanish Into thin air: to disappear completely in 
a way that is mysterious ■ The papers seem to have van¬ 
ished into thin air. 

have a thin time (of It) Brit: to be in a difficult situation es¬ 
pecially because you do not have enough money ■ He was 
having a thin time of it until his novel started selling. 
on thin Ice see ‘ice 

out of thin air — used to say that someone or something ap¬ 
pears in a sudden and unexpected way ■ He appeared out of 
thin air. [=out of nowhere] 

the thin end of the wedge Brit : the beginning of some¬ 
thing that will become more serious, unpleasant, etc. ■ The 
bank’s decision to raise rates could be the thin end of the 
wedge. [=many other banks may also decide to raise rates] 
thin on the ground Brit: existing or occurring in very small 
amounts ■ Useful suggestions have been thin on the ground 
lately. [=there have been very few useful suggestions lately] 
through thick and thin see 3 thick 
- thingness /'Bmnas/ noun [ noncount] 

2 thin verb thins; thinned; thin*ning : to make (something 
or someone) thin or thinner or to become thin or thinner: 
such as a : to become less crowded, close together, or full 
[no obj\ The crowd gradually thinned [=grew smaller] as the 
night went on. ■ The trees thinned as we climbed higher. 
[=there were fewer trees as we climbed higher] [+ obj] The 
bad weather thinned (out) the crowd a little. ■ He plans to 
thin (out) the young carrots in the garden. [=to remove some 
of them so that there is more room between the remaining 
carrots] b [+ obj] : to make (a liquid) less thick by adding 
water or some other liquid to it ■ He added a little more wa¬ 
ter to thin the gravy. C [no obj] of a person’s hair : to become 
less thick as more hairs fall out over time ■ His hair is thin¬ 
ning. = He has thinning hair, d [no obj] of fog, smoke, etc. 

: to become easier to see through : to become less thick or 
dense ■ The haze thinned in the late afternoon, e : to be¬ 
come less fat or to make (someone) less fat [no obj] — usu¬ 
ally + down ■ She’s thinned down a lot in the past year. [+ obj] 
His face has been thinned by illness. 

3 thin adv thirwier; -nest [also more most ~] : in a way 
that makes thin pieces, layers, etc. ■ She sliced the cheese 
thin. 

1 thine /'Gain/ pronoun, old-fashioned + literary : yours ■ May 
God’s blessings be thine. 

2 thine adj, old-fashioned + literary : your — used before 
words beginning with a vowel or an “h” ■ “Give every man 
thine ear, but few thy voice ...” —Shakespeare, Hamlet 
( 1600 ) 

thing /'Qm/ noun, pi things 

1 [count] a : an object whose name is not known or stated ■ 
What is that thing on the floor? ■ That thing is loud. ■ He is 
good at making things out of clay, b : an object, animal, 
quality, etc., of any kind ■ My doctor told me to avoid fatty 
things like donuts and potato chips. ■ We must respect all liv¬ 
ing things. ■ She loves all things chocolate. [=she loves any¬ 
thing made out of chocolate] ■ Her voice is a thing of great 
beauty. [=her voice is very beautiful] ■ The disease is said to 
be a thing of the past. [=the disease no longer exists] ■ The 
drawer has pens, paper clips, and things (like that), c : a 
particular event, occurrence, or situation ■ Birth is a miracu¬ 
lous thing. ■ It was the worst thing that could have happened. 
■ That sunset was the most beautiful thing I have ever seen. ■ 


Let’s just forget about the whole thing and move on. ■ The 
one thing I hate most is being lied to. ■ It’s a good thing (that) 
no one was injured. ■ Becoming friends with your boss is not 
a bad thing. = Becoming friends with your boss is no bad 
thing. [=becoming friends with your boss could have good 
results] 

2 things [plural]: objects that belong to a person : personal 
possessions or belongings ■ Are all your things packed? ■ I 
need a place to store my things. • The children’s things are al¬ 
ways lying around on the floor. ■ When she realized she was 
late for work, she quickly put on her things [=she put on her 
clothes, shoes, etc.] and left. 

3 things [plural] : objects that are used for a particular ac¬ 
tivity • Put the cleaning things away when you are done. ■ She 
got out the cooking things to bake some cookies. 

4 [count] : an action that is done, that will be done, or that 
needs to be done ■ I have many things to do today. = I have 
lots of things that need to get done today. ■ There are a few 
things we still have to deal with. ■ There is actually one thing 
you can do to help. ■ Let’s get this thing over with quickly. ■ 
That was a mean/cruel/kind/generous/thoughtful thing to 
do. ■ They expect great things from her. [=they expect her to 
be very successful] • The boy did the right thing and gave 
back the toy he took. ■ It’s no easy thing [=it’s not easy] to 
raise three children by yourself. • Cathy and I hit it off on 
our first date. One thing led to another, and pretty soon we 
were engaged. — sometimes used to say that one action is 
more serious, difficult, or important than another. ■ It is one 
thing to say you’re sorry but (it is) another (thing) to actually 
mean it. ■ Planning a project is one thing; doing it is another. 

5 [count] a : an activity • What things do you like to do in 
your spare time? ■ I like hiking, biking—that sort of thing. ■ 
The students are allowed to do their own thing. [=do the ac¬ 
tivities that they want to do] ■ Just do your thing [=do what 
you usually do] and pretend I’m not here, b informal : an 
activity that is done by a particular group of people ■ They 
spent the evening doing guy things. [=doing the kind of 
things that guys/men tend to like doing] ■ You wouldn’t un¬ 
derstand, Dad. It’s a girl thing, c US, informal : an activity 
and everything that is related to it — usually singular ■ He 
tried the college thing [=he tried going to college] but 
dropped out after the first semester. ■ She’s done with the 
whole rebellious teenager thing. [=she’s done being a rebel¬ 
lious teenager] d informal ; an activity that someone enjoys 
or does well — usually singular ■ Ballroom dancing is his 
thing, not mine. ■ It’s not really my (kind of) thing. 

6 things [plural] : the conditions that exist at a particular 
time and in a particular place • Things are improving. [=the 
situation is improving] ■ How are things with the new baby? ■ 
You’re just making things more difficult for yourself. • As 
things stand now [=in the current situation], we can’t afford a 
new car. ■ An apology would not change things between us. ■ 
All things considered [-overall; when you think about every¬ 
thing that happened], the party went very well. 

7 [count]: a fact or piece of information about something or 
someone ■ He checks every little thing. [=detail] • There are a 
lot of things you don’t know about us. • The thing I don't un¬ 
derstand is why the car costs so much. ■ When buying a car, 
price and performance are important things to consider. ■ 
There is one more thing I’d like to ask you. ■ Several things 
were discussed at the meeting. ■ I’ll give you a couple of days 
to think things over. [=to think about the situation and make 
a decision] ■ We are always arguing, but the (funny) thing Is, 1 
think I love him. • The thing is that [=it is important to under¬ 
stand that] you can never predict who will win. ■ I make ex¬ 
cellent chili. Ihe thing is to pick the right peppers. [=to make 
excellent chili, you need to pick the right peppers] ■ The 
thing with/about him [=an important characteristic to know 
about him] is that he is not reliable. 

8 [count] : a thought, idea, or opinion ■ He just says the first 
thing that pops into his mind. • Don’t say things you might re¬ 
gret later. ■ That was a terrible thing to say. ■ He had some in¬ 
teresting things to suggest. ■ She always knows the right thing 
to say. 

9 [singular] : a reason for something ■ I can’t stand being 
around him. For one thing, he smokes. For another, he’s 
rude. • OK, here's the thing; I don’t have enough money to 
go to college. ■ I’m sorry I didn’t call you. The thing Is, I’ve 
been really busy with work and school. ■ The th l ng Is that I 
haven’t had time to call you. 

10 [singular] a : a goal or purpose ■ The thing is to get well, 
and then you can think about playing again, b : a way of 
reaching or achieving a goal ■ There is only one thing left for 
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us to do: fight back! ■ (Brit) There’s only one thing for it. we 
must fight. 

11 [count] informal — used for a person, animal, or object 
that causes strong feelings of affection or dislike in you ■ You 
poor thing , you must be freezing. ■ She’s a pretty little thing, 
isn’t she! ■ Get that dirty thing out of my house! 

12 [count] informal : a strong feeling of liking or disliking 
something or someone — usually singular; used with have ■ 
She has a thing about snakes. [=she’s afraid of snakes] ■ He 
has always had this thing with flying. ■ My teacher had this/a 
thing against me. [=my teacher disliked me for some un¬ 
known reason] ■ He has a thing for [=he likes] women with 
red hair. 

13 the thing a : the item that is the most fashionable or 
popular ■ Long skirts are the thing to wear this season. ■ It’s 
the newest/latest thing in fashion, b : the fashionable or 
proper way of behaving, talking, or dressing ■ It’s the thing 
this year to buy products made from recycled materials. ■ 
Wearing athletic shoes with a suit is not quite the thing, 
all/other things being equal formal — used to say what 

should happen or be true if two situations, products, etc., 
are different in a specified way but not in other ways ■ All 
things being equal, a person with a PhD should be getting a 
higher salary than someone with only a Master’s degree. 
all things to all people/men : a person or thing that makes 
all people happy by giving them what they want or need ■ 
It was clear that the senator was trying to be all things to all 
people in her campaign. ■ The museum is all things to all 
people , young and old. 

amount to the same thing If two or more things amount 
to the same thing , there is very little difference between 
them. ■ “Lying and cheating amount to the same thing,” she 
said. 

a thing : anything — used in negative statements ■ I can’t 
see a thing [=1 can see nothing] without my glasses on. ■ 
The guests will be here soon, and I don’t have a thing (that 
is appropriate) to wear. ■ Don’t worry about a thing. I’ll 
take care of everything. ■ I can’t do a thing to stop them! ■ I 
got there early so I wouldn’t miss a thing. ■ The police 
couldn’t get a thing out of him. ■ She refused to tell me a 
thing about it. ■ I haven’t heard a thing from him since 
graduation. ■ We haven’t had a thing to eat all day. ■ Forget 
what he said— it doesn’t mean a thing. [=it has no meaning 
or importance; it’s not true] • None of this will mean a 
thing if we lose. ■ She doesn’t look a thing like [=anything 
like] her older sister. ■ His new album doesn’t sound a thing 
like his last one. [=his new album sounds nothing like his 
old one] 

a thing or two informal : some useful information ■ I know 
a thing or two about cars. ■ When it comes to cooking, she 
could teach you a thing or two. 
at the center of things see 'center 
be hearing things see hear 
chance would be a fine thing see 'chance 
first thing see 'first 
first things first see 'first 

have another thing coming informal — used to say that 
someone is wrong or mistaken ■ If he thinks he can fool 
me, he has another thing coming, 
just the thing : the thing that is most likely to be helpful ■ 
Chicken soup is just the thing for a cold. ■ I know just the 
thing to cheer you up—ice cream! ■ He always does/says 
just the right thing to make me feel better. 
last thing see 2 last 

make a big thing informal If you make a big thing (out) of 

(something) or make a big thing about (something), you act 
as if something is very important or serious when it is not. ■ 
It was a minor error, but she made a big thing out of it. ■ 
Don’t make such a big thing about missing the bus: there’ll 
be another one along in a minute. 
no such thing 1 — used to say that a particular person, 
object, etc., does not really exist ■ A perfect person? 
There’s no such thing. — often + as ■ There is no such thing 
as a unicorn. ■ There is no such thing as bad publicity. All 
publicity is good. 2 — used to say that you did not say or 
do something that someone believes or says you did ■ 
“Why did you invite her?” “I did no such thing. She just 
showed up.” ■ “He said that you’re not going with us.” “I 
said no such thing.” 

of all things — used to emphasize that the thing you are re¬ 
ferring to is the thing you would least expect ■ The coach is 
making the entire football team take, of all things , ballet 
classes. 


one of those things informal — used to refer to a bad or 
unfortunate experience that happened and to say that such 
experiences happen to everyone ■ I missed the train and 
had to take a later one. It was just one of those things, I 
guess. 

one thing after another — used to complain about the 
large number of bad or unfortunate events that happen to 
someone ■ It’s one thing after another with him. Now he’s in 
jail for drunk driving. ■ First I locked my keys in the car, 
and then I spilled coffee all over myself. It was just one 
thing after another today! 
push things see 'push 
see things see 'see 
sure thing see 'sure 

the real thing : something that is genuine and not a copy or 
imitation : something that is truly valuable or important ■ 
The diamond turned out to be the real thing. ■ a substitute 
for the real thing ■ You’ve done very well in your training. 
Let’s just hope you’re ready for the real thing. 

(what) with one thing and another informal — used to say 
that you have been very busy doing or dealing with many 
things ■ What with one thing and another, I have very little 
free time. 

thing*am«a*bob / , 6ii)3m3 l ba:b/ noun,pi -bobs [count] in¬ 
formal : THINGAMAJIG 

thing*am*a*jig or thing*um*a*jig /'Giqama^ig/ noun, pi 
-jigs [count] informal : something whose name you have 
forgotten or do not know ■ It’s one of those thingamqjigs that 
can give you driving directions, 
thing-um-my /"Gnjami/ noun, pi -mies [count] chiefly Brit, 
informal : thingamajig 

thingy /'Gigi/ noun, pi thing*ies [count] informal : 
THINGAMAJIG ■ She was wearing one of those hair thingies. 

1 think /'Girjk/ verb thinks; thought /'Qa:t/; thinking 

1 : to believe that something is true, that a particular situa¬ 
tion exists, that something will happen, etc. [+ obj] — often 
+ that ■ I thought (that) I heard your voice. ■ She thinks (that) 
she knows the answer. • I think (that) you can do it. ■ We 
didn’t think [= expect] (that) we would have any trouble. ■ Did 
you really/honestly think (that) I would agree with you? ■ I 
never thought (that) I would become a teacher. ■ Who would 
have thought (that) we would meet each other here? ■ He 
never thought (that) she would leave him. ■ I hate to think 
(that) we will never see each other again. ■ It was once 
thought (that) the Earth was flat. = The Earth was once 
thought to be flat. • He is thought to have drowned. ■ “Has she 
accepted the job?” *7 (don’t) think so.” • Am I right in think¬ 
ing (that) you used to work there? ■ “I can beat you.” “ That’s 
what you think.” [=you might believe that you can beat me, 
but you’re wrong] ■ “Where is he?” “He’s still at home.” ‘7 
thought as much.” [=1 thought he was still at home] ■ Well, 
yes. I should think so. ■ You would think (that) the school 
would have dictionaries in the classrooms. [=the school 
should have dictionaries in the classroom] ■ $50 is enough, I 
would have thought, [no obj] It’s going to be much more dif¬ 
ficult than they think. [=suspect, expect] ■ We may finish 
sooner than you think. 

2 : to have an opinion about someone or something [+ obj] 
It’s hot in here, don’t you think ? [=don’t you agree?] ■ People 
think he is one of the greatest jazz musicians of all time. = He 
is thought to be one of the greatest jazz musicians of all time. 
■ I think he should apologize. = I should/would think he 
would apologize. ■ Is this a good use of our tax dollars? I 
think not/so. [=1 don’t/do believe that it is] ■ You should think 
yourself [=^ consider yourself] lucky/fortunate to have gotten 
off with only a warning! — often + that ■ I thought (that) the 
movie was excellent. ■ He thinks (that) he is a good writer. ■ 
Where do you think (that) we should eat? ■ Do you think 
(that) we should buy the house? ■ They think (that) it is un¬ 
fair to have a rule like that. = They think it unfair to have a 
rule like that, [no obj] — + about or of ■ What did you think 
aboutjof the movie? [=did you like or dislike the movie?] ■ I 
told him exactly what I thought of him! 

3 : to form or have (a particular thought) in your mind [+ 
obj] “He’s handsome,” she thought (to herself). ■ You should 
relax and try to think pleasant thoughts. ■ I was just thinking 
what it would be like to be a doctor. ■ I dread to think how he 
will react. ■ Why do you always think the worst? ■ Just think 
how nice it would be to live here, [no obj] Just think —in two 
days we’ll be on vacation, lying on the beach. — usually + 
about or of' I was just thinking about you. ■ I was thinking of 
the time we rented that cabin in the mountains. ■ Just think 
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about how much money we’ll save. 

4 a : to use your mind to understand or decide something 
[no obj\ Think before you answer the question. ■ The game 
teaches students how to think. ■ Let me think. Where did 1 see 
your car keys? ■ We thought long and hard about it before we 
reached our decision. ■ Don’t disturb him: he’s thinking. • 
You have to think positive/positively if you want to succeed. 
— often + about ■ The lecture gave the students a lot to think 
about. ■ I have thought very deeply about this problem, trying 
to find an answer. ■ Think about the offer. You might change 
your mind. ■ Do you ever think about what you are going to 
do after you graduate? ■ If/When you think about it. the ar¬ 
gument does make sense. [+ obj\ Give me a minute to think 
what to do. ■ He couldn’t think where they would have gone. 
■ You’re awfully quiet. What are you thinking ? ■ I can’t be¬ 
lieve he did that! What was he thinking ? b [+ obj\ : to have 
thoughts about (something) ■ She talks and thinks business 
all the time. * He is always thinking [=thinking about] money. 

5 [+ obj] : to remember (something) ■ Can you think where 
you put it? • She was trying to think where she had heard 
that name before. — often followed by to + verb ■ Neither of 
us thought to close the garage door. ■ She never thinks to call 
home. • He never thought to ask how we are doing. 

6 [+ obj]: to have thoughts about possibly doing (something) 
: to have the intention of doing (something) ■ I think I’ll give 
him a call today. 

7 [+ obj] a — used to make a statement or suggestion less 
definite ■ They used to live here, I think. [=1 believe that they 
used to live here, although I’m not sure] ■ I thought maybe we 
could go for a walk in the park. ■ I was thinking we might 
have dinner together some time, b — used to politely ask 
someone to do something or give you something ■ Do you 
think (that) you could give me a ride to the airport? [=could 
you give me a ride to the airport?] • Do you think I could bor¬ 
row the car tonight, Dad? C — used in questions that show 
anger or surprise about what someone has done or is doing ■ 
What do you think you’re doing? I just said you couldn’t 
have one. ■ Where do you think you’re going? [=where are 
you going?] No one gave you permission to leave. ■ Who do 
you think you are, barging in here like that? 

come to think of it see ‘come 

don’t even think about (doing) it informal — used to tell 
someone in a forceful way that something is not allowed ■ 
It’s illegal to park here. Don’t even think about it\ 
not think anything of : to not think of (something) as being 
important or unusual ■ I didn't think anything of it at the 
time—but it turned out to be the clue that would solve the 
case. ■ I didn't think anything of his wearing a long coat 
since it was cold outside. 

not think much of : to not like (someone or something) 
very much ■ They didn’t think much of my idea. • Though 
the singer was very popular, she didn’t think much of him. 
think again informal — used to say that what someone be¬ 
lieves, expects, etc., is not true or will not happen ■ If you 
think you can get away with this, think again. [=you are 
wrong] 

think ahead : to prepare for a future event or situation by 
thinking about what might happen ■ We should have 
thought ahead and brought an umbrella. 
think aloud or think out loud: to say your thoughts so that 
other people can hear them • No, I wasn’t talking to you. I 
was just thinking out loud. 

think back [phrasal verb] : to think about something that 
happened in the past — often + to ■ Ihinking back to my 
childhood, I remember summers at the beach. ■ Think 
back to that night. What were you doing? 
think better of: to decide not to do (something) after think¬ 
ing further about it ■ She was going to make a comment 
but thought better of it. 
think big see 2 big 
think fit see ‘fit 

think for yourself : to form opinions and make decisions 
without help from other people ■ Don’t let others tell you 
what to believe. You need to learn to think for yourself, 
think less of : to not respect (someone) as much as you did 
before : to have a worse opinion of (someone) ■ I hope you 
don’t think (any) less of me now that you know about the 
trouble I got into when I was younger. 
think nothing of 1 : to not hesitate at all about (doing 
something that other people think is very difficult or dan¬ 
gerous) ■ She thinks nothing of running 10 miles. 2 think 
nothing of it — used as a polite response when someone 
has apologized to you or thanked you ■ “Thanks for the 


ride.” “Think nothing of it — I was going in this direction 
anyway." ■ “I'm so sorry.” “It’s all right. Think nothing of 
it." 

think of [phrasal verb] 1 think of (something) a : to have 
thoughts about possibly doing (something) ■ She is thinking 
of applying to grad school. ■ He thought of sending an 
e-mail but decided against it. ■ She couldn’t think of ever 
leaving her children, b : to use your mind to form or in¬ 
vent (something) ■ The best plan they could think of was to 
leave. ■ “Can you give me an example?” “I’ll think of some¬ 
thing.” * 1 can’t think of one reason why you shouldn’t do it. 

■ Cell phones that can access the Internet and take 
pictures—what will they think of next? C : to remember 
(something) ■ I can think of plenty of other times when you 
were wrong. ■ I can’t think of her name at the moment. ■ I 
just thought of a good joke. ■ She thought of her old home 
when she saw the picture. 2 think of (someone or some¬ 
thing) a : to have a particular kind of opinion about 
(someone or something) ■ The hiring committee thought 
highly of her. [=had a high opinion of her] ■ She thinks a 
great deal of her doctor. [=she likes/respects her doctor 
very much] ■ I wouldn't want you to think badly of me. ■ He 
thinks the world of his family. [=his family is very impor¬ 
tant to him] b : to form or have an idea about (someone 
or something) ■ People are thinking of her for president. 
[=are thinking that she should be the president] ■ Are you 
thinking of any place in particular? ■ I am thinking of a 
number between 1 and 10. ■ I’ll be thinking of you in my 
prayers. ■ He thinks of them with great affection. C : to be 
concerned about (someone or something) when you make 
decisions about what to do ■ I must think first of my family. 

■ You should think of your job security. ■ She is always 
thinking of the welfare of others. 3 think of (someone or 
something) as (someone or something) : to believe that 
(someone or something) is (a particular type of person or 
thing) or has (a particular quality) ■ He thinks of himself as 
a good writer. [=he thinks/believes that he is a good writer] 

■ I think of you guys as my family. ■ Play can be thought of 
as a child’s work since it is through play that children 
learn. 

think out [phrasal verb] think out (something) or think 
(something) out : to think about (something, such as a 
problem) for a period of time in an effort to find a solu¬ 
tion, make a decision, etc. • He spent hours thinking out the 
solution to the physics problem. ■ I need time to think 
things out. ■ The details of the contract have been carefully 
thought out. • Your argument is well thought out. 
think outside the box see ‘box 

think over [phrasal verb] think (something) over or think 
over (something) : to think about (something) for a period 
of time especially in an effort to understand or make a de¬ 
cision about it • I’ll give you time to think the matter over. ■ 
Ihink it over, and let me know what you decide. ■ I’ve 
thought over what you said, and you’re right. 
think through [phrasal verb] think (something) through or 
think through (something) : to think about all the different 
parts or effects of (something) for a period of time espe¬ 
cially in an effort to understand or make a decision about 
it ■ I need time to think this through. ■ We have thought 
through the matter and have come to a decision. 
think twice informal : to think seriously about whether you 
really want to do something before you do it ■ I’d think 
twice about/before doing that if I were you. 
think up [phrasal verb] think up (something) or think (some¬ 
thing) up informal : to use your mind to form or invent 
(something) ■ Quick! We have to think up an excuse. ■ They 
thought up a new way of raising money for charity. 
to think — used to express surprise or shock ■ To think (that) 
he lied to you! ■ To think , all we needed to do was to wait a 
few more days. 

2 think noun [singular] chiefly Brit, informal : an act of thinking 
about something ■ I’d have another think about doing that if I 
were you. ■ Feel free to have a good think about it before you 
say yes. 

have another think coming informal — used to say that 
somone is wrong or mistaken ■ If he thinks he can fool me, 
he has another think coming. [=he’s wrong; he can’t fool 
me] 

think-able /‘Girjkabal/ adj, not used before a noun : capable 
of being thought about and done ■ They divorced during a 
time when that was barely thinkable. — opposite unthink¬ 
able 

think-er /‘Girjktr/ noun, pi -ers [count] 
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1 : a person who thinks in a specified way ■ an original/quick 
thinker 

2 : a person who studies ideas about knowledge, truth, etc. 
: philosopher ■ He was one of the great thinkers of his 
time. 

thinking /’Gigkii)/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the action of using your mind to produce ideas, deci¬ 
sions, memories, etc. : the activity of thinking about some¬ 
thing ■ Form your own opinions: don’t let others do your 
thinking for you! ■ I’ve been doing some thinking about this, 
and I don’t think you’re right after all. ■ The school’s curricu¬ 
lum encourages independent thinking. • A piece of quick 
thinking got us out of trouble. ■ What was the thinking [-rea¬ 
soning] behind their decision? — see also lateral think¬ 
ing, WISHFUL THINKING 

2 : opinion or judgment ■ It is, to my (way of) thinking, com¬ 
plete nonsense. • I’d like to know your thinking on this. 

3 : a way of thinking that is characteristic of a particular 
group, time period, etc. ■ What is the current thinking on the 
subject? ■ Westem/Eastem thinking 

2 thinking adj, always used before a noun : able to think intel¬ 
ligently about complicated things ■ thinking citizens ■ Chess 
is a thinking man’s game. 

thinking cap noun, pi ~ caps [count] informal — used to 
refer to the act of trying to solve a problem by thinking care¬ 
fully about it ■ The students weren’t wearing their thinking 
caps this morning. [=they weren’t thinking very well] ■ It’s 
time to put your thinking cap on. [=it’s time to start trying to 
think of what should be done] 

think tank noun, pi ~~ tanks [count] : an organization that 
consists of a group of people who think of new ideas on a 
particular subject or who give advice about what should be 
done — called also (US) think factory 
thin«iy /'Ginli / adv [more most —] 

1 : in a way that makes thin pieces, layers, etc. ■ thinly sliced 
carrots ■ The table was thinly coated/covered/layered in 
dust. 

2 : with very few people or things close together ■ a thinly 
populated area ■ an area thinly planted with trees 

3 : in a weak way that does not seem sincere ■ He smiled 
thinly. 

4 : in a way that does not completely hide something ■ The 
book is a thinly disguised autobiography. • thinly veiled criti¬ 
cism 

thin-ner /'Gin<*/ noun, pi -ners [count] : a liquid (such as 
turpentine) that is added to paint to make it thinner and able 
to flow more easily 

thin-skinned /'GinjSkind/ adj [more —; most ~] 

1 : having a thin skin ■ a thin-skinned fruit 

2 : easily bothered by criticism or insults : very sensitive ■ 
He’s too thin-skinned for a career in show business. 

— Opposite THICK-SKINNED 

1 third /'Gsrd/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 a : occupying the number three position in a series • We 
sat in the third row. ■ the third house on the left ■ the author’s 
third novel ■ C is the third letter in the alphabet. ■ That’s the 
third time I’ve seen him today. ■ The office is on the third 
floor, b : next to the second in importance or rank ■ I won 
third prize. ■ Do you have a third choice? 

2 : equal in size, value, amount, etc., to one third of some¬ 
thing ■ a third share in the profits ■ a third pound of cheese 

3 : used to refer to the third forward gear or speed of a vehi¬ 
cle ■ shift into third gear 

the third time Is the charm ( US) or Brit third time lucky 
— used to say that two efforts at something have already 
failed but perhaps the third will be successful 

— third adv ■ She finished third in the race. ■ the third highest 
mountain 

2 third noun, pi thirds 

1 [singular] : something that is third : the third thing in a se¬ 
ries ■ We arrived on the third of October. [=on October 3] ■ 
The win was his third of the year. 

2 [count] : one of three equal parts of something ■ a third of 
the pie ■ Rent costs two-thirds of my paycheck. ■ She divided 
the cookie into thirds. 

3 [noncount] : the third forward gear or speed of a vehicle ■ 
He shifted to/into third. 

4 [noncount] baseball : third base ■ He stole third. ■ There’s 
a runner on third. 

5 [count] Brit : an undergraduate degree of the lowest level 
from a British university ■ He took/received a third in histo¬ 
ry. 


third base noun [singular] baseball : the base that must be 
touched third by a base runner ■ a runner on third base; also 
: the position of the player who defends the area near third 
base ■ She plays third base. — compare first base, home 
PLATE, SECOND BASE 

third baseman noun, pi ~ -men [Count] baseball : the 
player who defends the area near third base : the fielder who 
plays third base 

third class noun 

1 [noncount] a : the level of service on a train, ship, etc., 
that is the cheapest ■ seats in third doss b : a class of mail in 
the U.S. that includes advertisements 

2 [singular] Brit : an undergraduate degree of the lowest lev¬ 
el given by a British university ■ She got a third class in En¬ 
glish. 

third—claSS adj : of or relating to third class ■ We’ll be trav¬ 
eling in the third-class cabin. ■ (US) third-class mail 

— third-class adv • travel third-class 

third degree noun 

the third degree informal : a long and intense period of 
questioning ■ The police gave him the third degree. [=they 
questioned him intensely] ■ He got the third degree. • Mom 
gave me the third degree when I got home late, 
third—degree adj, always used before a noun 

1 US, of a crime : of the least serious level : deserving the 
mildest punishment ■ third-degree murder/theft/arson 

2 : causing severe injury ■ He suffered third-degree bums 
and may not survive. — compare first-degree, second- 
degree 

thirdly /'Ga-dli/ adv — used to introduce a statement that is 
the third statement in a series ■ Thirdly , a dictionary provides 
examples of usage. — compare firstly, secondly 
third party noun, pi ~ -ties [count] law : someone who is 
not one of the two main people involved in a legal agreement 
but who is still affected by it in some way 
third-party adj, always used before a noun, law : of, relating 
to, or involving insurance that pays money to someone who 
is harmed by your actions ■ a third-party policy ■ third-party 
insurance 

third person noun [noncount] 

1 grammar : a set of words or forms (such as pronouns or 
verb forms) that refer to people or things that the speaker or 
writer is not addressing directly — often used before anoth¬ 
er noun ■ “He,” “she,” and “it” are third person pronouns. 

2 : a writing style that uses third person pronouns and verbs 

■ a story written in the third person — compare FIRST PER¬ 
SON, SECOND PERSON 

third rail noun [singular] 

1 : a metal rail on a train track that carries electric current 
to the train’s motor 

2 : a difficult issue that politicians try to avoid talking about 

■ Social Security is the third rail of American politics, 
third-rate adj : of very low quality ■ a third-rate writer • 

third-rate work ■ The meal was third-rate. 
third world or Third World noun [singular] sometimes of¬ 
fensive : the countries of the world that are relatively poor 
and that have very few industries : the poor nations of the 
world — often used before another noun ■ Third World 
nations — compare first world 
1 thirst /'Ga'st/ noun 

1 a : an uncomfortable feeling that is caused by the need for 
something to drink [noncount] He quenched his thirst. [=he 
had a drink] [singular] a powerful thirst b [noncount] : a 
very great need for something to drink ■ He died of/from 
thirst. [=he died because he did not have enough fluids in his 
body] 

2 [singular] literary : a strong desire for something ■ a thirst 
for fame/knowledge/success — compare HUNGER 

2 thirst verb thirsts; thirst*ed; thirstdng [no obj] literary 
: to have or feel a strong desire — usually + after or for ■ She 
thirsts for/after justice. — compare HUNGER 
thirsty /'G^sti/ adj thlrsM*er; -est 
la: having an uncomfortable feeling because you need 
something to drink : feeling thirst ■ a thirsty child ■ The salty 
food was making her thirsty, b : needing water ■ thirsty 
land/plants 

2 not used before a noun, literary : feeling a strong desire or 
need for something ■ thirsty for knowledge 
-thirsM-ly /'Gastali/ adv ■ She drank thirstily. 
thirteen /.Ga^tiin/ noun, pi -teens [count] : the number 13 

— thirteen adj ■ thirteen students — thirteen pronoun • All 
thirteen (of them) passed the exam. — thirteenth 
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/.G^'tiinG/ noun, pi -teenths [count] • the thirteenth of Oc¬ 
tober ■ one thirteenth of the budget — thirteenth adj • the 
thirteenth caller — thirteenth adv • She finished thirteenth. 

■ the nation’s thirteenth largest city 
thir-ty /'Gerti/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [count] : the number 30 

2 thirties [plural] a : the numbers ranging from 30 to 39 • 
The temperature outside is in the high thirties, b : a set of 
years ending in digits ranging from 30 to 39 • He is in his thir¬ 
ties. • old photographs from the thirties [=from 1930-1939] 

— thir-ti-eth /'G^tijaG/ noun, pi -tieths [count] ■ the thirtieth 
of November • seven thirtieths of a degree — thirtieth adj ■ 
her thirtieth birthday -thirty adj • thirty days/dollars 
— thirty pronoun • thirty of his classmates — thir-ty-ish 
/'GatijiJ/ adj • He was tall, thirtyish [=about 30 years old], 
and had glasses and brown hair. 

thir-ty-some-thing / , Ga>ti l sAmGirj/ noun, pi -things 
[count] informal : a person who is between 30 and 39 years 
old ■ a TV show about a group of thirtysomethings 

— thirtysomething adj • thirtysomething parents 
1 this /'bis, 5as/ pronoun, pi these /'5i:z/ 

1 [count] : the person, thing, or idea that is present or near in 
place, time, or thought or that has just been mentioned ■ This 
is my favorite T-shirt. • Ihese are my friends. ■ Anything 
would be better than this. • “What’s this right/over here?” 
“It’s a very rare gold coin.” ■ Would you take a look at this , 
please? ■ All of this is mine. ■ Ihis is the most fun I’ve had in 
years! ■ “It will be difficult.” “This is true.” ■ What is the 
meaning of this! 

usage When asking who you are speaking to on the phone, 
you use the pronouns this in U.S. English and that in Brit¬ 
ish English. • (US) Hello. Is this John? = (Brit) Hello. Is that 
John? 

2 [count] : the thing that is closest to you or that is being 
shown to you ■ 7 his is silver and that is gold. ■ Ihis is my 
jacket and that’s yours. • Those sunglasses are nice, but I like 
these better. ■ This is how you’re supposed to do it. 

3 [singular] : the present time • We expected you to return 
before this. • Ihis is your last chance to ask questions before 
the test. 

4 [singular] : the following idea : what is stated in the follow¬ 
ing sentence or phrase ■ I can only say this: it wasn’t here yes¬ 
terday. • How about this: you stay here while I go to the 
store? • It’s as easy as this: turn left at the first intersection 
and go straight. ■ If you think that’s funny, wait until you 
hear this] [=1 will tell you another thing that is even funnier] • 
What’s this I hear about you getting engaged? [=1 heard that 
you got engaged. Is it true?] ■ What’s all this about the Earth 
getting warmer? 

like this see 3 like 

this and that also chiefly Brit this, that, and the other in¬ 
formal : several different things • We started talking about 
this and that, and before we knew it, it had gotten late. ■ 
“What have you been doing all day?” “Oh, a little bit of this 
and that.” 

this is it — used to say that a very important thing is about 
to be done, a very important event is about to happen, etc. 

■ This is it, men. Let’s take home the championship! ■ As 
the car skidded out of control, I thought, “ Ihis is it. I’m go¬ 
ing to die." 

2 th iS adj, always used before a noun pi these 

1 — used to indicate the person, thing, or idea that is present 
or near in place, time, or thought or that has just been men¬ 
tioned • Out of all my T-shirts, this one is my favorite. ■ Ihis 
cake is delicious. ■ Ihese books are hers. ■ How much does 
this necklace cost? ■ Do you take this man to be your lawful¬ 
ly wedded husband? ■ I’m not sure I understand this theory 
of yours. ■ Who’s this Mrs. Jones on your list? ■ These dogs 
require a lot of exercise. • This kind of behavior will not be 
tolerated in the classroom. ■ Let’s try to do a better job this 
time. ■ By this point in the trip, everyone was getting tired. ■ 
It’s happening at this very moment. ■ While her earlier poems 
are light and optimistic, these ones are sad and depressing. ■ 
Get back here this instant/minute/secondl [immediately, 
now] • To this day [=still] no one knows what really hap¬ 
pened. ■ The problem usually goes away on its own, but in 
this case you may need to see a doctor. ■ in this regard/re¬ 
spect, the two books are very similar. 

2 — used to indicate the thing that is closest to you or that is 
being shown to you ■ Ihis jacket’s mine and that’s yours. • 
Would you prefer this one or that one? ■ I like these sunglass¬ 
es better than those (over there). ■ Don’t do it that way. Do it 


this way. ■ They said to go that way, but I think we should go 
this way. • Step this way, ladies and gentlemen: the show is 
about to begin. ■ She twisted it this way and that way. 

3 — used to indicate the present period of time or a period 
of time that is near the present time ■ How are you feeling 
this morning? • Not much has been happening in the news 
this week. • We’re planning to take a trip to New York this 
summer. ■ Is she coming home this week or next (week)? ■ 
The snow started early this morning. ■ These years have been 
particularly difficult for our family. • You’re just friends with 
him? All this time I thought you were dating him. • She’ll re¬ 
turn this coming Friday. = She’ll return this Friday. [=she’ll 
return on the Friday of this week] ■ She left this past [=last] 
Monday. ■ I spoke to him on the phone just this past week¬ 
end. [=the weekend that just took place] ■ It’s hard to find 
good help these days. 

4 : stated in the following sentence or phrase ■ How about 
this idea: you stay here while I go to the store? ■ What’s this 
nonsense (I hear) about you quitting? 

5 — used to introduce someone or something that has not 
been mentioned yet • We both had this sudden urge to go 
shopping. This sense of this is often used to produce ex¬ 
citement when telling a story. ■ I was walking down the street 
when this dog starts chasing me. [=when a dog started chas¬ 
ing me] • Then these two guys come/came in and start asking 
her questions. 

3 this / , 5is/ adv 

1 : to the degree or extent that is suggested in the present sit¬ 
uation ■ We’ve waited this long for the pizza, we might as 
well stay until it’s ready. — often used in negative statements 
■ I haven’t had this much fun in ages! ■ They didn’t expect this 
many people to come to the party. ■ She’s never been this far 
away from home. 

2 : to the degree or extent indicated by a gesture ■ He’s about 
this tall. ■ I need a nail about this long. 

this-tle /'Gisal/ noun, pi this-tles [count] : a wild plant that 
has sharp points on its leaves and purple, yellow, or white 
flowers 

this-tle-down /'Gisal.daun/ noun [noncount] : the light 
parts of thistle flowers that contain the seeds and that blow 
away in the wind 

thith-er /'Gi&a-/ adv, old-fashioned + literary : to that place 
: THERE ■ traveling/wandering/running hither and thither 
[=here and there] 

thong /'Ga:ij/ noun, pi thongs [count] 

1 : a long thin strip of material (such as leather) that is used 
to attach something 

2 : a kind of women’s underpants that has only a thin strip 
of material in the back 

3 US : * flip-flop 1 

tho-rax /'Goa^seks/ noun, pi tho-rax-es or tho-ra-ces 

/'Gor3,si:z/ [count] technical 

1 : the part of an animal’s body between the neck and the 
waist 

2 : the middle section of an insect’s body 

— tho-rac-ic /Ga'nesik/ adj • the thoracic cavity 
thorn /'Go&n J noun, pi thorns [count] 

1 : a sharp point on the stem of some plants (such as roses) 

— see color picture on page C6 

2 Brit : a tree or bush that has thorns 

a thorn in the/your flesh/side : a person or thing that re¬ 
peatedly annoys you or causes problems for you • He’s 
been a thorn in my side for years. • a thorn in the side of the 
industry 

— thorned /'Goa-nd/ adj — thorn-less /'Go&nlas/ adj 
thorny /'Goa-m/ adj thorn-i-er; -est [also more —; most ~] 

1 : having a lot of thorns ■ thorny bushes 

2 : very difficult or complicated ■ a thorny issue/problem/ 
question 

— thorn-i-ness noun [noncount] 
thor-ouqh /'Garou/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : including every possible part or detail ■ a thorough inves¬ 
tigation/search ■ a thorough [=complete] examination ■ a thor¬ 
ough understanding of the rules and regulations 

2 : careful about doing something in an accurate and exact 
way : meticulous • a thorough worker ■ The investigator 
will have to be thorough. 

3 always used before a noun, chiefly Brit : complete or abso¬ 
lute • a thorough disgrace ■ a thorough mess/nuisance 

— thor-ough-ly adv [more most ~] ■ You’ve thoroughly 
[= completely] messed things up. • I thoroughly enjoyed the 
performance. ■ He studied the proposal very thoroughly. • 





thoroughbred • thread 


1712 


That’s been thoroughly documented/proven. — thor¬ 
oughness noun [noncount] 
thor-ough-bred /'Gara.bred/ noun.pl -breds [count] 

1 : an animal (especially a horse) whose parents are from the 
same breed 

2 Thoroughbred : a type of fast horse used mainly for rac¬ 
ing 

— thoroughbred adj ■ thoroughbred [=purebred\ dogs ■ 
Thoroughbred horses 

thor-ough-fare /'Gar3,fee/ noun, pi -fares [count] : a 
main road 

thor*Ough*go-ing /.Gara'gowig/ adj [more —; most ~] 
: including every possible detail : very thorough or complete 
■ a thoroughgoing analysis ■ thoroughgoing changes 
those plural of that 

1 thOU /'Sau/ pronoun, old-fashioned + literary — used as a sin¬ 
gular form of “you” when it is the subject of a verb ■ “7 hou 
shalt have no other gods before me.” —Exodus 20:3 (KJV) 
2 thOU /'Gau/ noun, pi thou [count] US, informal : a thousand 
dollars ■ She earns more than a hundred thou a year. 

1 though /'Sou/ cor\j : although ■ Though it was raining, we 
went hiking ■ She seemed healthy, though (she is) thin. ■ 
That’s possible, though (it is) not likely. 
as though see 2 as 
even though see 2 even 

2 thouqh adv — used when you are saying something that is 
different from or contrasts with a previous statement ■ She 
was happy. Not for long, though. [=however] ■ Inevitably, 
though , something will go wrong. 

1 thought past tense and past participle of 1 think 
2 thOUght /'Ga t/ noun, pi thoughts 

1 [count] : an idea, plan, opinion, picture, etc., that is formed 
in your mind : something that you think of ■ My first thought 
was that something must have changed. ■ She had a sudden 
thought. = A sudden thought occurred to her. ■ The thought of 
leaving never crossed my mind. ■ Do you have any thoughts 
about/on the subject? ■ She abandoned all thoughts of going 
home. *It was just a thought. ■ That’s a good thought. — see 
also SECOND THOUGHT 

2 a [noncount] : the act or process of thinking ■ She was lost/ 
deep in thought. ■ She abandoned all thought of going home. ■ 
thought patterns/processes [=the way you think about 
things] b [noncount] : the act of carefully thinking about 
the details of something ■ I’ll give the idea some thought. 
[=consideration ] ■ They should have put more thought into 
the proposal, c [singular] : the act of thinking about the 
feelings or situations of other people ■ While you’re enjoying 
the holidays, you should spare a thought for those who are 
less fortunate. ■ He has no thought for anyone but himself. 

3 [noncount] : a way of thinking that is characteristic of a 
particular group, time period, etc. ■ Western thought ■ the 
mainstream thought on the subject ■ modem economic 
thought ■ There are two main schools of thought [=systems 
of thinking] on the topic. 

(a) penny for your thoughts see penny 
food for thought see food 
perish the thought see perish 
thoughtful /'0a:tfdl/ adj [more —; most ~] 

1 : serious and quiet because you are thinking ■ She looked 
at me with a thoughtful expression.' He looked thoughtful for 
a moment. 

2 : done or made after careful thinking ■ a thoughtful book/ 
gift * pages of thoughtful criticism 

3 : showing concern for the needs or feelings of other people 
: considerate ■ a thoughtful gesture ■ Her husband is al¬ 
ways thoughtful. ■ That’s very thoughtful of you. — opposite 
THOUGHTLESS 

— thoughtfully /'Gaitfsli/ adv ■ thoughtfully prepared ■ He 
looked at me thoughtfully. — thought*ful*ness noun 
[noncount] 

thought*less /'Gaitlas/ adj [more most ~]: not showing 
concern for the needs or feelings of other people : incon¬ 
siderate ■ thoughtless behavior ■ thoughtless comments ■ a 
selfish and thoughtless person — opposite THOUGHTFUL 

— thought-lessdy adv ■ “That’s stupid,” he said thought¬ 
lessly. — thought*less*ness noun [noncount] 

thought-provoking adj [more most —] : causing peo¬ 

ple to think seriously about something ■ a thought-provoking 
article/book/film 

thou-sand /*6auz3nd/ noun, pi -sands 
1 pi thousand [count] : the number 1,000 ■ a/one thousand 
(of them) ■ a thousand and one = one thousand and one = 


( chiefly US) a thousand one [=1.001] ■ two thousand (of them) 

2 thousands [plural] : an amount that is more than 2,000 ■ 
thousands (and thousands) of people visited the shrine. 

3 [count] : a very large number — usually plural ■ I’ve done 
this thousands of times. [=many times] 

a picture is worth a thousand words see ‘worth 

bat a thousand see 2 bat 

never/not in a thousand years see year 

— thousand adj, always used before a noun ■ a thousand 
miles [=1,000 miles] ■ a thousand dollars/years/times 
— thousands pronoun ■ Thousands protested the conven¬ 
tion. — thousandth /‘GauzandG/ noun, pi -sandths 
[count] ■ a/one thousandth of a second = one one- 
thousandths of a second [=1/1000 second] — thousandth 
adj ■ the thousandth person to join 

thousand island dressing noun [noncount] chiefly US 
: a creamy salad dressing that contains a mixture of finely 
chopped vegetables (such as pickles, peppers, and onions) 
t h ra 11 /’Gra: 1/ noun 

in thrall literary : in a state of being controlled or strongly 
influenced by someone or something ■ He was completely 
in thrall to her. = He was completely in her thrall. 
1 thrash /'GraeJV verb thrash*es; thrashed; thrashing 

1 [+ obj] : to hit (someone or something) very hard with a 
stick, whip, etc. ■ He thrashed me with his belt. 

2 [+ obj] informal : to defeat (someone or something) very 
easily or completely ■ The team thrashed them last week. 

3 [no obj ] : to move about violently ■ Something was thrash¬ 
ing wildly in the water. • She thrashed around/about in her 
sleep. 

thrash out [phrasal verb ] thrash (something) out or thrash 
out (something) : to talk about (something) in order to 
make a decision, find a solution, etc. ■ They had a meeting 
to thrash out their problems.: to produce (something, such 
as an agreement or plan) by a lot of discussion ■ thrash out 
a plan 

— thrashing /'GrasJig/ noun.pl -ings [count] ■ He gave the 
prisoner a thrashing. • ( informal) Last week’s game was a 
complete thrashing. 

2 thrash noun, pi thrashes 

1 [noncount] : a type of rock music that is very fast and loud 

2 [singular] : a violent movement ■ The shark swam away 
with a thrash of its tail. 

3 [count] Brit, informal + old-fashioned : a party with loud 
music and dancing 

1 thread /'Gred/ noun, pi threads 

1 ; a long, thin piece of cotton, silk, etc., used for sewing 
[noncount] a spool of thread [count] A thread was hanging 
from the hem of her coat. — see picture at sewing 

2 [count] literary : a long, thin line of something — usually + 
of ■ A slender thread of smoke rose up from the chimney. 

3 [count] : the raised line that winds around a screw 

4 [singular] : an idea, feeling, etc., that connects the different 
parts of something (such as a story) ■ The stories share a 
common thread. ■ A thread of self-pity runs through his au¬ 
tobiography. ■ I lost the thread of the plot long before the 
story ended. ■ I found it hard to follow the thread of the con¬ 
versation. 

5 [count] computers : a series of related messages that are 
written on an Internet message board • If you want to discuss 
a different subject, you should start a new thread. 

6 threads [plural] US, informal + old-fashioned : clothes ■ 
nice threads 

hang by a thread see ‘hang 

pick up the threads informal : to begin something again af¬ 
ter a long time ■ I’m hoping to pick up the threads of our re¬ 
lationship. 

— thread-like /*Gred,laik/ adj ■ a threadlike worm 
2 thread verb threads; thread*ed; threading 

1 [+ obj]: to put a thread, string, rope, etc., through a hole in 
something ■ thread a needle • She threaded her shoelace 
through the holes. ■ thread a pipe with wire = thread a wire 
through a pipe 

2 [+ obj] : to put (film or tape) into a movie camera, tape re¬ 
corder, etc., so that it is ready to be used ■ thread film 
through a camera 

3 : to move forward by turning and going through narrow 
spaces [+ obj] They had to thread their way through the 
crowd, [no obj] Waiters threaded through the crowd. ■ a riv¬ 
er that threads through narrow valleys 

4 [+ obj ] : to put (something) on a thread : string ■ thread 
beads 
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— thread-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

thread*bare / , Gred,bea*/ adj [more most —] 

1 : very thin and in bad condition from too much use 
: shabby ■ a threadbare carpet/suit 

2 : not very effective, interesting, etc., because of being used 
too often ■ a threadbare joke • the story’s threadbare plot 

threat /'Gret/ noun, pi threats 

1 : a statement saying you will be harmed if you do not do 
what someone wants you to do [count] He was willing to use 
violence and threats to get what he wanted. ■ She ignored 
their threats and continued to do what she felt was right. ■ 
bomb/death threats ■ He carried out his threat. [=he did the 
thing that he threatened to do] ■ She said she would leave 
him, but he knew it was an idle/empty threat, [-he knew that 
she did not mean it] [noncount] an action done under threat 
[=done by someone who has been threatened with harm] 

2 a [count] : someone or something that could cause trou¬ 
ble, harm, etc. — usually singular ■ The country is a great/ 
major/serious threat to world peace. ■ He perceived the ques¬ 
tion as a threat to his authority. ■ These people are not a 
threat to the social order. ■ Their financial problems are a 
threat to their marriage, b : the possibility that something 
bad or harmful could happen [count] — usually singular ■ 
We can’t ignore the threat posed by nuclear weapons. ■ The 
weather forecast calls for cloudy skies with a threat of rain. ■ 
There is a real threat of civil war. [noncount] a country un¬ 
der threat of civil war 

threaten /'Gretn/ verb -ens; -ened; -en-ing 

1 1+ obj] : to say that you will harm someone or do some¬ 
thing unpleasant or unwanted especially in order to make 
someone do what you want ■ The mugger threatened him 
with a gun. ■ He threatened to tell their boss. = He threatened 
that he would tell their boss. ■ She threatened to quit if they 
didn’t give her a raise, but no one believed her. ■ He tried to 
get what he wanted by threatening people (with violence). ■ 
The workers have threatened to strike if their demands are 
not met. = The workers have threatened a strike if their de¬ 
mands are not met. ■ The kidnapper threatened to kill her. = 
The kidnapper threatened her life. 

2 a : to be something that is likely to cause harm to (some¬ 
one or something) : to be a threat to (someone or some¬ 
thing) [+ obj] Civil war has been threatening the country for 
years. ■ a marriage threatened by financial problems ■ Over¬ 
fishing threatens the survival of certain fish species. ■ She felt 
(emotionally) threatened by his friendships with female co¬ 
workers. [no obj] Disaster threatens, b — used to say that 
something bad or harmful appears likely or possible [+ obj] 
The clouds were threatening rain. [=the clouds made it ap¬ 
pear that it was likely to rain] ■ The latest news threatens 
trouble for the economy, [no obj] It looks like it’s threaten¬ 
ing to rain. [=it looks like it may rain] 

— threatening /'Qrctpiij/ adj [more most ~] ■ a threat¬ 
ening comment ■ threatening clouds ■ I find your competi¬ 
tiveness a little threatening. — threat-en-ing-ly /’Gretpii)- 
li/ adv ■ The sky darkened threateningly. 

three /'Gri:/ noun, pi threes 

1 [count] : the number 3 

2 [count] : the third in a set or series ■ the three of hearts 

3 [noncount] : three o’clock ■ “What time is it?” “It’s three." • 
I leave each day at three. 

in threes : in groups of three ■ You’ll be working in threes. 

three sheets to the wind see 2 sheet 

two’s company, three’s a crowd see company 

— three adj • three feet/dollars/weeks — three pronoun ■ I'll 
take three , please. ■ Seven students passed the test and three 
failed. 

three-cornered adj 

1 : having three corners ■ a three-cornered hat 

2 : involving three people or groups ■ a three-cornered agree¬ 
ment 

3—D /'Grii'di:/ noun 

in 3-D : made in a way that causes an image to appear to be 
three-dimensional ■ The movie is in 3-D. 

— 3-D adj • a 3-D painting 

three-dimensional adj 

1 : having or seeming to have length, width, and depth « a 
three-dimensional sculpture ■ a three-dimensional image 

2 [more most ~] : having different qualities that are like 
the qualities of a real person ■ The characters in the novel are 
very three-dimensional. 

threefold /'Gri:,fould/ adj 
1 : having three parts ■ a threefold purpose 


2 : three times as great or as many ■ a threefold increase 

— three-fold /'Grii'fould/ adv ■ Problems have increased 
threefold. 

three-leg*ged race /•Grii'legad-/ noun, pi ~ races 
[count] : a race in which two people run together with one 
person’s left leg tied to the other person’s right leg 
three-pence /'Grcpans/ noun, pi threepence or three- 
pen c*es Brit, old-fashioned 

1 [count] : a coin worth three pennies 

2 [noncount] : the sum of three British pennies 
three*pen*ny /'Grepani/ adj, always used before a noun, 

Brit, old-fashioned : worth three British pennies ■ a three¬ 
penny bit/piece 

three-piece suit noun, pi ~ suits [count]: a suit in which 
the jacket, vest, and pants are made of the same material 

— compare two-piece suit 

three-piece suite noun, pi ~ suites [count] Brit : a set of 
furniture that consists of a sofa and two chairs covered in 
the same material 

three-ply adj : having three layers or threads ■ three-ply pa¬ 
per 

three—point line noun [singular] basketball: a curved line 
on a basketball court that is a set distance (such as 22 feet) 
from the basket and beyond which successful shots count 
for three points 

three—point turn noun, pi ~ turns [count] : a way of turn¬ 
ing a vehicle around in a small space by driving forward, 
then back, then forward again 

three-quarter adj, always used before a noun : three-quar¬ 
ters of the full amount, length, size, etc., of something ■ 
three-quarter sleeves 

three-quarters noun [plural] : an amount equal to three 
of the four parts which make up something : seventy-five 
percent ■ Three-quarters of the class will be going on the trip. 
■ three-quarters of an hour [=45 minutes] 
three—ring circus noun, pi ~ -cuses [count] 

1 : a circus that has three separate areas where performanc¬ 
es occur at the same time 

2 US, informal : a place with a lot of busy and confusing ac¬ 
tivity ■ When the kids come home from school, my house is a 
three-ring circus. 

three R’s noun 

the three R’s : the basic subjects of reading, writing, and 
arithmetic that are taught in school to young children 
three-score /'Gri^skoa 1 / adj, old-fashioned : sixty ■ three¬ 
score years [=60 years] 

three-some /'Griisam/ noun, pi -somes [count] : a group 
of three people or things ■ a threesome of reporters ■ a golfing 
threesome 

three-way adj, always used before a noun 

1 : involving three people or groups ■ a three-way conversa¬ 
tion/deal/partnership — compare one-way, two-way 

2 : allowing movement in any one of three directions ■ a 
three-way intersection — compare ONE-WAY, TWO-WAY 

thren-O-dy /'Grenadi/ noun, pi -dies [count] literary : a song 
or poem that expresses sorrow for someone who is dead 
thresh /'GreJV verb thresh-es; threshed; thresh-ing : to 
separate the seeds of corn, wheat, etc., from the plant by us¬ 
ing a special machine or tool [+ obj] thresh wheat [no obj] 
threshing and harvesting at the same time 

— thresh-er /'GreJ>/ noun, pi -ers [count] 
thresh-old /‘GrcJ.hould/ noun, pi -olds [count] 

1 : a piece of wood, metal, or stone that forms the bottom of 
a door and that you walk over as you enter a room or build¬ 
ing ■ He stepped across the threshold. ■ When they were mar¬ 
ried he carried her over the threshold. [=he picked her up 
and carried her into their home when they entered it togeth¬ 
er for the first time] 

2 : the point or level at which something begins or changes ■ 
If your income rises above a certain threshold, your tax rate 
also rises. ■ sounds that are above/below the threshold of 
hearing [=sounds that are too high/low to be heard] • I have a 
low threshold for boredom. [=1 get bored easily] ■ He has a 
high pain threshold. [=he does not feel pain as easily as other 
people] 

on/at the threshold : at the beginning of something or very 
close to something (such as a new condition, an important 
discovery, etc.) — usually + of • young people on the 
threshold of adulthood ■ We are (standing) at the threshold 
of a great adventure, 
threw past tense of ‘throw 
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thrice /'Grais/ adv, old-fashioned : three times ■ She was 
thrice married. 

thrift /*0nft/ noun [noncount] 

1 old-fashioned : careful use of money so that it is not wast¬ 
ed • Through hard work and thrift they sent all of their chil¬ 
dren to college. 

2 US : a business like a bank that is used for saving money 
: a savings bank or a savings and loan association — called 
also thrift institution 

thrift Shop noun, pi — shops [count] US : a store that sells 
used goods and especially used clothes and that is often run 
by a charity — called also thrift store ; compare charity 
shop 

thrifty /'0nfti/ adj thrift»i»er; -est : managing or using 
money in a careful or wise way ■ a thrifty family/shopper ■ 
She has thrifty habits. 

— thrift-i-ness /'Gnftinas/ noun [noncount ] ■ a man known 
for his thriftiness 

1 thrill /'0nl/ verb thrills; thrilled; thrilMng 

1 [+ obj] : to cause (someone) to feel very excited or happy ■ 
Circus performers still thrill audiences today. ■ I was thrilled 
by their decision. 

2 [no obj \; to feel very excited or happy about something — 
usually + at or to 9 Crowds thrilled to the sights and sounds of 
the circus. ■ She thrilled at the thought of meeting him. 

— see also thrilled 
2 thrill noun, pi thrills [count] 

1 : a feeling of great excitement or happiness ■ The thrill is 
gone from our marriage. ■ He felt a thrill of pride/pleasure/ 
anticipation. ■ the thrill of discovery/victory ■ He gets a big 
thrill out of seeing his grandchildren. [=seeing his grandchil¬ 
dren makes him very happy] • He had a great career and 
gave the fans a lot of thrills. ■ What do people do for thrills 
[= excitement ] around here? • She got the thrill of her life from 
seeing the Queen. [=seeing the Queen was very exciting] • 
They get their thrills from drag racing. [=they drag race be¬ 
cause it is exciting] 

2 : a very exciting or enjoyable event or experience ■ It’s a 
real thrill for me to be here tonight. ■ What a thrill it was to 
see the Queen! ■ (US) a movie with a lot of thrills and chills 
[=exciting and scary parts] ■ the thrills and spills of car rac¬ 
ing 

thrilled adj, not used before a noun [more most ~] : very 
excited and happy ■ I’m so thrilled to see you. ■ “Will you 
come to dinner at my house tomorrow?” “Certainly. I’d be 
thrilled." 9 I’m not thrilled about/with her decision. • (US) He 
was thrilled to death/pieces [=very excited and pleased] 
about the baby. = (chiefly Brit) He was thrilled to bits about 
the baby. • I'm less than thrilled [=not happy] with her deci¬ 
sion. ■ He was none/not too thrilled [=not pleased] by the 
idea. 

thriMer /'Onlay noun, pi -lers [count] : a novel, movie, etc., 
that is very exciting : a story full of exciting action, mystery, 
adventure, or suspense ■ His latest novel is a political thriller. 
thrilling adj [more most —] : very exciting ■ I can't imag¬ 
ine a more thrilling experience. • a thrilling discovery • It was 
thrilling to see her win the race. 

— thrilMngdy /'Onliijli/ adv 

thrill ride noun, pi ~ rides [count] : a very exciting ride 
(such as a roller coaster) at an amusement park — often 
used figuratively • The campaign has been a thrill ride from 
the beginning. [=the campaign has been very exciting] 
thrive /'0raiv/ verb thrives; thrived or old-fashioned 
throve /'0rouv/; thrived also old-fashioned thriv*en 
/'Onvan/; thriving /'Oraiviij/ [no obj] : to grow or develop 
successfully : to flourish or succeed ■ Business is thriving. 
[=booming] 9 The region thrived [-prospered] under his rule. • 
plants that thrive [=grow well] in the desert 
thrive on [phrasal verb] thrive on (something) : to do well in 
a situation in which you are given (a particular type of 
treatment) ■ She thrives on attention. : to benefit from 
(something, especially something that others might find 
difficult or unpleasant) * These plants seem to thrive on ne¬ 
glect. ■ He actually thrives on stress. 

— thriving adj 9 a thriving economy • a thriving port 
throat /'0rout/ noun, pi throats [count] 

1 : the tube inside the neck that leads to the stomach and 
lungs ■ My throat was dry so I took a sip of water. ■ His throat 
was sore. • He cleared his throat [=made a noise in his throat 
in order to get attention or to prepare to speak] and began to 
speak. — see also strep throat 

2 : the front part of the neck ■ He held a knife to her throat. 9 


His shirt was open at the throat. 9 He grabbed her by the 
throat. 

a frog in your throat see frog 
a lump in your throat see ‘lump 

at each other’s throats : very angry with each other : hav¬ 
ing a serious fight or argument ■ Workers and management 
have been at each other’s throats, 
cut your own throat: to do something that is bad for you 
: to act in a way that will cause you harm ■ They ended up 
cutting their own throats when they raised prices because 
their customers went elsewhere. 
force/ram/shove (something) down someone’s throat 
informal : to force someone to accept or like (something, 
such as your ideas or beliefs) ■ She was always forcing her 
opinions down his throat. 

jump down someone’s throat informal : to respond angri¬ 
ly to someone ■ He jumped down my throat when I suggest¬ 
ed a different plan, 
throat-ed /'Oroutad/ adj 

1 : making a certain kind of sound from the throat — used 
in combination • a full -throated ciy ■ the bullfrog’s deep- 
throated call 

2 : having a throat of a certain kind or color — used in com¬ 
bination ■ a white-throated sparrow 

throaty /'0routi/ adj throat«i*er; -est of a sound : deep or 
rough : made in the back of the throat ■ a throaty laugh 

— throat-i-ly /'Groutali/ adv ■ He chuckled throatily. 

1 throb /'0ra:b/ verb throbs; throbbed; throb'bing [no obj] 

1 : to feel a pain that starts and stops quickly and repeatedly 
■ Her finger throbbed with pain. ■ My head is throbbing. 

2 : to beat with a strong, steady rhythm ■ He could hear his 
heart throbbing, [-pounding] 9 The music throbs with a Carib¬ 
bean beat. ■ drums throbbing in the distance — sometimes 
used figuratively ■ a soul throbbing with loneliness [=a very 
lonely soul] • a tiny stream throbbing with life [=full of life] 

— throbbing adj 9 He had a throbbing pain in his shoulder. ■ 
I have a throbbing [= pounding] headache. 

2 throb noun [singular] 

1 : a strong, steady beat ■ the throb of the drums 

2 : pain that starts and stops quickly and repeatedly ■ The 
pain has changed to a dull throb. 

— see also HEARTrHROB 

throes /'0rouz/ noun [plural] : painful emotions, sensations, 
or feelings ■ She was suffering the throes [=pangs] of remorse. 
• the throes of childbirth ■ death throes 

In the throes of : experiencing (something painful) ■ She 
met him while he was in the throes of a messy divorce, 
throm'bo-sis /Gram'bousas/ noun, pi -bo-ses /-'boUiSiiz/ 
[count, noncount] medical : a serious condition caused when 
a blood clot blocks the flow of blood in a blood vessel • cor¬ 
onary thrombosis 

throne /'0roon/ noun, pi thrones 

1 [count] : the special chair for a king, queen, or other pow¬ 
erful person * The king sat on his throne. 

2 the throne : the position of king or queen ■ He is next in 
line for the throne. 9 the heir to the throne 9 He ascended the 
throne [=became king] after the death of his father. 

the power behind the throne see ‘power 
1 throng /'0ra:i)/ noun, pi throngs [count] : a large group of 
people — often + of 9 There were throngs of shoppers in the 
mall. • A throng of fans was waiting for the players to arrive. 
2 throng verb throngs; thronged; thronging 

1 [+ obj]: to go to (a place) in a large group or in large num¬ 
bers ■ Shoppers thronged the mall for the sales. ■ The island 
was thronged with tourists. = Tourists thronged the island. ■ 
People thronged [=filled] the streets. 

2 [no obj] : to gather in a crowd or in great numbers — + 
around or to 9 Fans thronged around him. ■ Shoppers 
thronged to the mall. 

1 throt*tle /'0ra:t|/ noun,pi throt-tles [count] technical : a de¬ 
vice that controls the flow of fuel to an engine • When you 
press a car’s accelerator, it opens the throttle , and the car 
goes faster. 

at full throttle : as fast as possible ■ She drove at full throttle. 
9 The project is proceeding at full throttle. 

2 throttle verb throttles; throt-tled; throt-tling [+ obj] 

1 : to choke or strangle (someone) ■ He throttled her in a fit 
of jealous rage. ■ I’m so mad I could throttle her! 

2 US, informal : to defeat (someone or something) easily or 
completely * The home team throttled [-clobbered] the oppo¬ 
sition last night. 
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3 : to not allow (something) to grow or develop ■ policies 
that throttle creativity 

throttle back \phrasal verb\ throttle back or throttle back 
(something) or throttle (something) back : to reduce the 
amount of fuel flowing to an engine by adjusting the throt¬ 
tle ■ He throttled back to 45 mph. — sometimes used figu¬ 
ratively ■ You need to throttle back your anger. [=you need 
to stop being so angry] 

'’ through /'0ru:/ prep 

1 : into one side and out the other side of (something) • He 
hit the nail through the wood. • She looked through the bin¬ 
oculars. ■ The bullet had gone through his hand. 

2 : from one side or end to another side or end of (some¬ 
thing) ■ He just walked through the door. ■ The security 
guards pushed their way through the crowd. ■ She could see a 
figure through the fog. ■ I looked through the window. 

3 — used to describe movement within a place or an area of 
land, air, etc. ■ They spent a couple of hours walking through 
the mall. [=walking to various places in the mall] ■ We rode 
our mountain bikes through the woods. ■ The snake slithered 
through the grass. ■ birds gliding through the air 

4 — used to indicate the path that is followed to get some¬ 
where or the path that someone or something moves along ■ 
The bathroom is through that hallway on the left. ■ Cold air 
was getting in through a crack in the wall. ■ People usually 
come in through the side door. 

5 : without stopping for (a traffic signal, a stop sign, etc.) ■ 
He got caught driving through a red light. 

6 a : by using (someone or something) ■ The leaders com¬ 
municated through interpreters. ■ I learned of the job open¬ 
ing through her. [=she told me about the job opening] ■ They 
ruled the country through fear. [=by making people afraid] 
b : by doing (something) ■ He learned to cook through [=by] 
watching his mother in the kitchen. C : because of (some¬ 
thing) ■ The company’s profits increased through improved 
sales. ■ We will succeed only through [ -by means of hard 
work. ■ knowledge that is gained through life experience 

7 : over all the parts of (something) : throughout ■ The 
illness swept through the town. ■ The students were given 
time to go through their notes before the exam. 

8 : from the beginning to the end of (something) ■ He slept 
through the movie. ■ Many students work through the sum¬ 
mer. ■ All through [throughout] her life, she dreamed of go¬ 
ing up into outer space. ■ We left halfway through [=in the 
middle of] the lecture. 

9 US — used to indicate the numbers, days, etc., that are in¬ 
cluded in a range ■ The store is open Monday through Friday. 
[=is open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Fri¬ 
day] ■ Read chapters 2 through 5 for homework. 

10 — used to say that you have survived or completed 
something ■ We’re through the worst part of the storm. [=the 
worst part of the storm has ended] ■ I think she’ll be more 
comfortable at college now that she’s through her first se¬ 
mester. [=now that she has completed her first semester] 

11 : to a state of official acceptance or approval by (an orga¬ 
nization) • The vote got the bill through the legislature. 

2 throuqh adv 

1 : from one side or end to the other ■ Let these people go 
through , please. ■ The nail went completely through. 

2 : over the whole distance ■ It snowed heavily, but we made 
it through. ■ We’ll never get through —the mud is too deep. ■ 
The package was shipped through to New Orleans. 

3 : from the beginning to the end ■ Read the essay through 
and tell me what you think. ■ The teacher stopped the movie 
halfway through. [=when it was half finished] 

4 : without stopping ■ The light was red, but he drove 
straight through. 

5 : to the end of an action, process, or activity : until some¬ 
thing is completed or achieved ■ I need time to think this 
problem through. [=to think about it until I understand it 
completely or have made a decision] ■ He intended to see the 
project through. [=to continue working until the project was 
finished] 

6 : in or to every part : completely or thoroughly ■ Her 
clothes were wet through. ■ He heated the casserole through. • 
You are your mother’s child through and through. [=you are 
like your mother in every way] ■ He is a gentleman through 
and through. 

7 of a phone call : in connection with the person you are call¬ 
ing ■ The operator put me through to him. ■ I called, but I 
couldn't get through. 

3 through adj 

1 not used before a noun, chiefly US a : having reached the 


end of an activity, job, etc.: finished ■ I'm not through yet. 
I have one more topic to discuss. • If you’re through using the 
phone. I’d like to use it next. — often + with ■ She is almost 
through with law school. [=she has almost finished law 
school] • He says he’s through with gambling. [=he will not 
gamble anymore] ■ I left when the movie was about halfway 
through, b : no longer in a romantic relationship • Lisa and 

1 are through, [-finished] — often + with • I’m through with 
him. C : no longer able to continue in a role, activity, etc. ■ 
After this scandal, he could be through [-finished] as a politi¬ 
cian. ■ His career is through. 

2 always used before a noun a : allowing passage from one 
end to the other ■ Is this a through road/street? b : going the 
whole distance without stopping ■ The left lane is for through 
traffic only. 

1 throughout /0ru'aut/ prep 

1 : in or to every part of (something) ■ The company has 
stores throughout the United States and Canada. • She has 
traveled throughout the world. 

2 : during an entire (situation or period of time) ■ His sup¬ 
porters remained loyal throughout his difficulties. ■ Through¬ 
out her life, she has suffered with the disease. ■ It rained 
throughout the day. 

throughout adv 

1 : in or to every part ■ The house is painted white through¬ 
out. ■ The house has wood floors throughout. 

2 : from the beginning to the end : during the whole time or 
situation ■ He had a difficult year, but his supporters re¬ 
mained loyal throughout. 

throughout /'0ru:,put/ noun, pi -puts technical : the 
amount of material, data, etc., that enters and goes through 
something (such as a machine or system) [count] The net¬ 
work can handle large throughputs, [noncount] finding ways 
to increase throughput 
through way variant spelling of thruway 
throve old-fashioned past tense of thrive 
1 throw /*0rou/ verb throws; threw /'0ru:/; thrown 
/'0roun/; throwing 

1 : to cause (something) to move out of your hand and 
through the air by quickly moving your arm forward [+ obj] 
She threw the ball to first base. ■ We threw our hats in the air 
at the end of the ceremony. ■ Ihrow me the car keys. = 
Ihrow the car keys to me. ■ a poorly thrown ball [no obj] 
Let’s see how far you can throw. ■ You throw like a wimp. ■ 
He hurt his throwing arm/hand. [=the arm/hand that he uses 
to throw a baseball, football, etc.] 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj] : to put 
(something) in a particular place in a careless or forceful 
way ■ She threw her coat on the bed. ■ Don’t throw your trash 
on the ground. Ihrow it in the trash can. ■ He threw (down) 
the newspaper on the table in disgust. — sometimes used fig¬ 
uratively ■ Ihrowing all his inhibitions aside/overboard, he 
took off his clothes and went skinny-dipping. 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj] ; to 
cause (someone or something) to move suddenly or forceful¬ 
ly to or away from a particular place ■ The wrestler threw his 
opponent to the mat. ■ The crash threw the driver from the 
car. ■ She was thrown from the horse. • The storm threw the 
boat against a reef. 

4 [+ obj] sports : to perform an action that involves throwing 
a ball ■ (American football) The quarterback threw a pass. • 
( American football ) The quarterback threw a touchdown/in¬ 
terception. [=threw a pass that resulted in a touchdown/in¬ 
terception] ■ (baseball) The pitcher threw a curve to him. = 
The pitcher threw him a curve. ■ (baseball) He threw 
[= pitched] the first three innings of the game. ■ (baseball) In 
her last game, she threw [= pitched] a no-hitter/shutout. 

5 a : to send (something) from your hand in a way that caus¬ 
es it to move forward and turn over many times along a sur¬ 
face [+ obj] She shook the dice and threw [=rolled] them on 
the table. ■ He threw the bowling ball, [no obj] It’s your turn 
to throw, b [+ obfi : to get (a number or score) by throwing 
dice or a bowling ball • She threw a six/spare. 

6 always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj] : to 
cause or force (someone or something) to suddenly be in a 
particular state, condition, or position ■ The discovery threw 
the previous theory into (a state of) doubt. ■ They arrested 
him and threw him in/into prison. l=put him in prison] ■ The 
government threw the territory open to settlers. — often 
used as (be) thrown ■ The crowd was thrown into confusion. 
[=the crowd suddenly became very confused] ■ He was 
thrown into prison. ■ She was thrown into a very difficult situ- 
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ation. ■ When the factory closed, the workers were thrown 
out of their jobs. [=the workers lost their jobs] 

7 [+ obj] a always followed by an adverb or preposition : to 
forcefully move (yourself or a part of your body) in a partic¬ 
ular direction ■ They threw their arms around each other. ■ 
She threw herself into his arms. ■ She threw back her head in 
laughter. ■ He threw his shoulders back and stuck out his 
chest. ■ He threw himself onto the couch. • She threw her leg 
over the arm of the chair, b : to swing your arm and try to 
hit someone with your fist ■ The boxer threw a quick left jab. 
■ I broke up the argument before they started throwing 
punches. [=trying to hit each other] 

8 (+ obj] a always followed by an adverb or preposition : to 
move (something) to an open or closed position in a forceful 
and sudden way ■ She threw open the window to get some 
air. ■ He threw the door shut, b : to move (a switch) to an 
on or off position ■ She threw the switch. 

9 [+ obj]: to organize and hold (a party) • Let’s throw a party 
to celebrate. ■ Her friends are throwing her a baby shower. = 
They are throwing a baby shower for her. 

10 [+ obj] : to lose (a game or contest) in a deliberate way ■ 
He was suspected of throwing the boxing match. 

11 [+ obj] : to express strong emotions in an uncontrolled 
way ■ The child was throwing a (temper) tantrum in the mid¬ 
dle of the store. ■ Dad will throw a fit [=he will be extremely 
angry] if he finds out. 

12 [+ obj] : to use (your effort, influence, money, etc.) in or¬ 
der to accomplish something ■ Lobbyists are throwing their 
weight/influence behind the legislation. [=they are using their 
influence to support the legislation] — often + into ■ She 
threw all her efforts into the boy’s defense. [=she worked as 
hard as she could for the boy’s defense] ■ They’ve been 
throwing all their money into (repairing) the house. ■ She 
threw everything she had into winning the match. [=she tried 
as hard as she could to win the match] 

13 [+ obj] : to direct (something, such as a question or look) 
at someone ■ She threw him an evil look. — often + at ■ She 
threw an evil look at him. ■ He threw the question back at me. 
[=he asked me the same question that I asked him] 

14 [+ obj] informal : to cause (someone) to feel confused or 
surprised ■ The tricky wording of the contract didn’t throw 
her. ■ The announcement that he was resigning really threw 
me. — see also throw (someone) for a loop at 'loop, throw 
(someone) for a loss at loss 

15 [+ obj]: to cause (something, such as a shadow) to appear 
on a surface ■ The tree threw a shadow across the lawn. ■ The 
setting sun threw long shadows on the buildings. — some¬ 
times used figuratively ■ His alleged steroid use threw a shad¬ 
ow on his record. 

16 [+ obj] : to put (a vehicle) into a different gear especially 
in a quick and sudden way ■ He threw the car into reverse. 

17 [+ obj] : to make (your voice) sound as if it is coming 
from another person or place ■ Ventriloquists can throw their 
voices so that their dummies appear to speak. 

18 [+ obj] US, informal : to do (something that requires spe¬ 
cial skill) successfully ■ Kids were throwing [= performing] 
stunts/tricks on skateboards at the park. 

19 [+ obj] technical : to form or shape (something, such as 
clay or a pot) on a special wheel ■ She enjoys throwing pot¬ 
tery. 

In addition to the phrases shown below, throw occurs in 
many idioms that are shown at appropriate entries 
throughout the dictionary. For example, throw down the 
gauntlet can be found at 2 gauntlet and throw light on 
can be found at 'light. 

throw away \phrasal verb] throw away (something) or throw 
(something) away 1 : to put (something that is no longer 
useful or wanted) in a trash can, garbage can, rubbish bin, 
etc. ■ We threw away [=threw out] a lot of old junk that was 
in the basement. ■ Throw that candy wrapper away , please. 
— see also throwaway 2 a : to use (something) in a 
foolish or wasteful way ■ He threw away [squandered] his 
life savings. ■ He threw all of his money away on gambling. 
■ Don’t throw your life away, b : to foolishly fail to use 
(something, such as a chance) ■ She threw away [=wasted] 
an opportunity. ■ You had a chance to do something great, 
and you threw it away. 

throw in [phrasal verb] throw in (something) or throw (some¬ 
thing) in 1 : to add (something) to what you are selling 
without asking for more money ■ If you buy two, we’ll 
throw in a third (for free)! 2 : to add (something) to the 
effort or activity of a group ■ He threw in a guitar solo to¬ 


ward the end of the song. • She threw in a suggestion or two 
during the meeting. 

throw off [phrasal verb] 1 throw off (something) or throw 
(something) off a : to quickly remove (a piece of cloth¬ 
ing) ■ He threw his robe off and jumped into the shower, b 
: to get rid of (something you do not want, such as a qual¬ 
ity or a condition) ■ She tried to throw off her reputation as 
being difficult to work with. • He threw off his inhibitions 
and went skinny-dipping. ■ throwing offa\\ restraint c : to 
cause (something) to be incorrect ■ A decimal point in the 
wrong place threw his calculations off. ■ The dropped ball 
threw off the quarterback’s timing, d : to send (light, 
smoke, etc.) out from a source • The woodstove throws off 
[=gives off] a lot of heat. 2 throw off (someone) or throw 
(someone) off a : to cause (someone) to be confused or 
uncertain about where to go, what to do, etc. ■ The profes¬ 
sor was thrown off [= distracted] during her lecture by a 
ringing cell phone. ■ I’m sorry about getting the date 
wrong. I was thrown off by the fact that yesterday was a 
holiday, b : to get away from (someone who is trying to 
catch you) ■ He managed to throw off [=escape from] his 
pursuers by swimming across the river. 

throw on [phrasal verb] throw on (something) or throw 
(something) on 1 : to quickly put on (a piece of clothing) 
■ She threw on her coat and ran out the door. ■ Let me 
throw some shoes on. 2 : to cause (something) to work by 
moving a switch ■ He threw on [switched on] the lights. 

throw out [phrasal verb] 1 throw out (something) or throw 
(something) out a : to put (something that is no longer 
useful or wanted) in a trash can, garbage can, rubbish bin, 
etc. ■ She threw out [=threw away] a pair of old shoes, b 
: to refuse to accept or consider (something) ■ The com¬ 
mittee threw out [= rejected ] the proposal. • His testimony 
was thrown out by the judge, c : to mention (something) 
as a possible thing to be done, thought about, etc. : SUG¬ 
GEST ■ She threw out a couple of ideas for improving the 
company’s Web site. ■ He threw out some hints, but nobody 
could guess the surprise, d : to send (light, smoke, etc.) 
out from a source ■ The campfire started throwing out 
sparks. • The woodstove throws out a lot of heat, e : to in¬ 
jure (a part of your body) ■ I threw out my back lifting a 
chair. 2 throw (someone) out or throw out (someone) a 
: to force (someone) to leave a place, game, etc. ■ The ref¬ 
eree threw out two players for fighting. ■ His parents threat¬ 
ened to throw him out (of the house) if he didn’t start be¬ 
having better. ■ She got thrown out of school for cheating, 
b baseball : to cause (a player) to be out by throwing the 
ball to the base that the player is running to ■ The shortstop 
threw the runner out at second. 

throw together [phrasal verb] 1 throw together (some¬ 
thing) or throw (something) together : to make (some¬ 
thing) by joining or combining things in a quick and usual¬ 
ly careless way ■ He threw some dinner together for his 
friends. ■ They threw together the bookshelf in less than an 
hour. 2 throw together (people) or throw (people) togeth¬ 
er : to bring (people) together usually in an unexpected 
way ■ People of different occupations were thrown together 
for the jury. 

throw up [phrasal verb] 1 throw up or throw up (something) 
or throw (something) up informal : to have the food, liq¬ 
uid, etc., that is in your stomach come out through your 
mouth : vomit ■ She said she felt sick and then threw up. ■ 
The patient was throwing up blood. 2 throw up (some¬ 
thing) or throw (something) up a : to raise or lift (some¬ 
thing) quickly or suddenly ■ He threw up the window and 
yelled down to her. ■ Her car’s tires threw up dust as she 
sped away, b : to build (something) quickly ■ The house 
was thrown up almost overnight, c chiefly Brit : to leave 
(your job, home, etc.) • She threw up [-quit] her job to de¬ 
vote time to painting, d Brit : to cause (something) to be 
known ■ A lot of information has been thrown up from the 
investigation. ■ The study has thrown up some surprising 
results. 3 throw up your hands or throw your hands up (in 
the air) : to stop an activity or effort and admit that you 
cannot do anything to make a situation better ■ He tried to 
convince her not to go, but in the end he had to throw up 
his hands in despair. ■ She threw her hands up in disgust. 

throw yourself at (someone) informal: to try too hard to 
attract the attention of (someone you are sexually attract¬ 
ed to) ■ Stop throwing yourself at him. You’ll look desper¬ 
ate. 

throw yourself into : to begin doing or working on (some¬ 
thing) with great energy and determination ■ He threw him- 
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self into (composing/performing) his music. ■ She threw 
herself into the assignment with a lot of enthusiasm. 
2 throw noun, pi throws [count\ 

1 a : an act of throwing something (such as a ball) ■ The 
quarterback made a perfect throw. — see also FREE throw, 
hammer throw b : an act of rolling dice "He lost all his 
winnings on his last throw. 

2 : the distance over which something is thrown or could be 
thrown ■ a discus throw of 200 feet ■ It's a long throw from 
center field to home plate. 

3 : a loose blanket or cloth that is put on a sofa, chair, etc. 
a stone’s throw see 1 stone 

a throw Brit, informal: for each one : apiece ■ Tickets cost 
£25 a throw. 

throw-away /'0row3,wei/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : made to be thrown away after use : disposable ■ throw¬ 
away containers 

2 : made or said with very little thought • a throwaway re¬ 
mark 

3 : tending to throw things away instead of keeping them 
and using them again : very wasteful ■ a throwaway culture/ 
society 

throw-back /‘0rou,b£ek/ noun, pi -backs [count] : a person 
or thing that is similar to someone or something from the 
past or that is suited to an earlier time — usually singular; 
usually + to ■ She's a throwback to the actresses of the 1950s. ■ 
The band’s music is a throwback to the 1980s. 
throw-er /'Oroway noun, pi -ers [count] : a person or thing 
that throws something ■ discus throwers — see also 
flamethrower, snow thrower 
throw—in / , 0rou,in/ noun, pi -ins [count] sports : an act of 
throwing a ball into a playing area or to another player: such 
as a : a throw made in soccer or rugby to put the ball back 
in play after it has gone out of the playing area b : a throw 
from a player in the outfield to a player in the infield in base¬ 
ball 

thrown past participle of 1 THROW 

throw pillow noun, pi ~ -lows [count] chiefly US : a small 
pillow that is used especially for decoration — called also 
(Brit) scatter cushion ; see picture at living room 
throw rug noun, pi rugs [count] chiefly US : a small rug 
that can be easily moved — called also scatter rug 
thrum /'0rAm/ verb thrums; thrummed; thrum-ming [no 
obf] : to make a low, steady sound ■ The engine thrummed. 

— thrum noun [singular] ■ the thrum of the engine 

1 thrush /'©rAjy noun, pi thrushes [count] : a type of bird 
that is brown with a spotted breast — compare 2 thrush 
2 thrush noun [noncount] medical 

1 : a disease that occurs mostly in babies and children, that 
is caused by a fungus, and that produces white patches in the 
mouth and throat 

2 chiefly Brit : yeast infection 

— compare 1 THRUSH 

thrust /'0rAst/ verb thrusts; thrust; thrust-ing 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obf] : to push 
(someone or something) with force : SHOVE ■ He thrust his 
hands into his pockets. ■ He thrust his fist into the air. ■ She 
thrust him aside [=pushed him to the side] and walked past 
him. ■ He thrust his way through the crowd. [=he went 
through the crowd by pushing people aside] — sometimes 
used figuratively ■ Her best-selling book suddenly thrust her 
into the spotlight. - He thrust all caution aside. ■ She’s unable 
to thrust aside [=to forget] those memories. 

2 [+ obf] : to cause (something sharp) to enter or go through 
something else by pushing ■ The doctor thrust the needle into 
the patient’s arm. 

3 [no obf] : to make a sudden, strong, forward movement at 
someone or something with a weapon ■ He thrust at me with 
his sword. 

thrust on/upon [phrasal verb] thrust (something) on/upon 
(someone) : to force (someone) to have or accept (some¬ 
thing) ■ Fame was thrust upon her. [=she became famous 
even though she did not try or want to be famous] 
2 thrust noun, pi thrusts 

1 [count] : a forward or upward push ■ With one last thrust 
he broke through the barrier. ■ a thrust of the hip = a hip 
thrust ■ a single thrust of his sword 

2 [singular] a : the main point or meaning of something • I 
agreed with the (main) thrust of the argument/theory/article, 
b : the main concern or purpose of something ■ The major 
thrust of their research [=the main reason they are doing 
their research] will be to find practical applications. 


3 [noncount] technical: the force produced by an engine that 
causes an aircraft, rocket, etc., to move forward ■ forward 
thrust 

cut and thrust see 2 cut 

thru-way also through-way /'0ru:,wei/ noun, pi -ways 
[count] US: a large highway that can be entered and left only 
at certain places ■ the New York State Thruway 
’’thud /'0Ad/ verb thuds; thud-ded; thud-ding [no obf] 

1 : to hit something with a loud, dull sound ■ The ball thud¬ 
ded against the side of the house. 

2 : to beat forcefully ■ Her heart was thudding [-thumping . 
pounding] against her rib cage. 

2 thud noun, pi thuds [count] : a loud, dull sound made espe¬ 
cially when a heavy object hits something : thump ■ The 
book hit the floor with a thud. ■ The ball landed with a thud. ■ 
I heard a heavy thud on the roof, 
thug /'0Ag/ noun, pi thugs [count] : a violent criminal ■ a 
gang of thugs ■ He was beaten and robbed by street thugs. 

— thug-gish /'0Agi// adj [more most ~] ■ thuggish vio¬ 
lence/behavior ■ a thuggish regime 

thug-gery /'0Agari/ noun [noncount] formal : behavior that 
is violent and illegal : the behavior of thugs ■ political cor¬ 
ruption and thuggery • protection from street thuggery 
1 thumb /'0Am/ noun, pi thumbs [count] 

1 : the short, thick finger on the side of your hand ■ a little 
girl sucking her thumb ■ I accidentally cut my thumb. — see 
picture at hand; see also green thumb 

2 : the part of a glove or mitten that covers a thumb ■ My 
mitten has a hole in the thumb. 

all thumbs (US) or Brit all fingers and thumbs : extremely 
awkward or clumsy ■ I’m all thumbs when it comes to 
wrapping packages. 
rule of thumb see *rule 
stick out like a sore thumb see j sore 
twiddle your thumbs see twiddle 

under someone’s thumb : under someone’s control or in¬ 
fluence *He kept the employees under his thumb. 
2 thumb verb thumbs; thumbed; thumb-ing informal : to 
ask for or get a ride in a passing vehicle by sticking out your 
arm with your thumb up as you stand on the side of the road 
: HITCHHIKE [+ obf] I thumbed a ride/lift to school. • He 
thumbed his way to New York, [no obf] He thumbed across 
the country. 

thumb through [phrasal verb] thumb through (something) 
: to turn the pages of (a book, magazine, etc.) quickly ■ I 
thumbed through a magazine while I waited. 
thumb your nose at : to show very clearly that you do not 
like or care about (something) ■ She thumbed her nose at 
my suggestions. • They thumb their nose at the rules. [=they 
ignore the rules] 

— thumbed adj — used in combination ■ a well -thumbed 
book [=a book that has been used/read a lot] ■ a much- 
thumbed copy of the rules 

thumb index noun, pi ~ -dexes [count] : a series of small 
cuts in the edge of the pages in a large book that are labeled 
and that make it easier to open the book to a particular sec¬ 
tion ■ a dictionary that has a thumb index 

— thumb—indexed ad) ■ a thumb-indexed dictionary 
1 thumb-nail / l Q\m t neiV noun, pi -nails [count] 

1 : the hard covering at the end of a thumb : the fingernail 
of a thumb — see picture at hand 

2 computers : a very small copy of a larger picture on a com¬ 
puter ■ You can see a larger version of the picture by clicking 
on the thumbnail. 

2 thumbnail adj • very short or brief* a thumbnail history ■ 
He included a thumbnail sketch [=a short description] of the 
poet. 

thumb-print /'0Am,print/ noun, pi -prints [count] : the 
pattern of marks made by pressing your thumb on a surface 
: a fingerprint made by a thumb - He left a dirty thumbprint 
on the page. — sometimes used figuratively ■ Her thumb¬ 
prints are all over this project. [=it is obvious that she was 
very involved in this project] 
thumb-screw /'0Am,skru:/ noun, pi -screws [count] 

1 : a device used in the past to torture people by crushing 
their thumbs — sometimes used figuratively ■ The govern¬ 
ment is tightening/putting the thumbscrews on dissenters. 
[=the government is putting a lot of pressure on dissenters to 
stop; the government is treating dissenters very harshly] 

2 : a type of screw with a flat-sided head that can be held 
and turned with your thumb and fingers 

thumbs-down /'BAmz'daun/ noun [singular] : a gesture in 
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which you hold your hand out with your thumb pointed 
down in order to say no, to show disapproval, etc. ■ When I 
asked him if they won, he just shook his head and gave me 
a/the thumbs-down. — often used figuratively ■ Our proposal 
got a/the thumbs-down. [=our proposal was rejected] ■ The 
show got a big thumbs-down from critics. [=critics did not 
like the show] 

thumbs-up /'GAinz'Ap/ noun [singular] : a gesture in which 
you hold your hand out with your thumb pointed up in or¬ 
der to say yes, to show approval, etc. ■ The coach gave me 
a/the thumbs-up after I scored the goal. — often used figura¬ 
tively ■ Our proposal got a/the thumbs-up. [=our proposal 
was approved] • The movie got a thumbs-up from most crit¬ 
ics. [=most critics liked the movie] 
thumb-tack /'GAnijteek/ noun, pi -tacks [count] US : a 
short pin that has a large, flat head and that is used to attach 
papers, pictures, etc., to a wall or bulletin board — called 
also (Brit) drawing pin ; see picture at OFFICE 
'thump /'0Amp/ verb thumps; thumped; thumping 

1 : to hit or beat something or someone and make a loud, 
deep sound [no obj] Someone was thumping [=pounding] 
loudly on the door. ■ The boat thumped against the side of 
the pier. [+ obj] gorillas thumping their chests ■ I thumped 
[= pounded] him on the back. ■ I was so angry I wanted to 
thump him (one). 

2 [no obj] : to beat forcefully ■ I could feel my heart thump¬ 
ing [=pounding] inside my chest. 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj ] : to 
walk or run with loud, heavy steps ■ She thumped [= clumped] 
up the stairs. 

2 thump noun, pi thumps [count] 

1 : a loud, deep sound made especially when a heavy object 
hits something ■ The ball landed with a thump. 

2 : an act of hitting someone or something ■ I gave him a 
(good) thump on the back. [=1 thumped him on the back] 

1 thump-ing /'GArnpnj/ adj, chiefly Brit, informal: very large, 
great, etc. ■ She won the election by a thumping [=whopping] 
79 percent. ■ He told a thumping lie. 

2 thumping adv, Brit, informal : very, extremely ■ That 
was a thumping great story she told. ■ We had a thumping 
good time. 

1 thun-der /'0Anday noun 

1 [noncount] : the very loud sound that comes from the sky 
during a storm : the sound that follows a flash of lightning ■ 
Her dog is afraid of thunder. ■ Lightning flashed and thunder 
boomed/crashed. ■ Suddenly there was a loud clap of thun¬ 
der. ■ We could hear the rumble of thunder in the distance. 

2 [singular]: a loud noise that sounds like thunder ■ the thun¬ 
der of horses’ hooves 1 the distant thunder of cannon fire ■ 
She accepted the award to a thunder of applause. 

a face like thunder Brit : a face that looks very angry ■ He 
burst into the room with a face like thunder, 
steal someone’s thunder : to prevent someone from hav¬ 
ing success or getting a lot of attention, praise, etc., by do¬ 
ing or saying whatever that person was planning to do or 
say ■ I didn’t mean to steal your thunder , but I just had to 
tell your mom about your promotion. 
z thunder verb -ders; -dered; -der-ing 

1 [no obj] : to produce thunder ■ The sky thundered and the 
rain poured down. • It was raining and thundering all night. 

2 [no obj] a : to make a loud sound like the sound of thun¬ 
der ■ Guns thundered in the distance. ■ a thundering waterfall 
b always followed by an adverb or preposition : to move in a 
way that makes a very loud sound ■ Horses thundered down 
the road. ■ Jets thundered overhead. ■ Trucks thundered past 
on the highway. 

3 1+ obj] : to shout (something) very loudly ■ The crowd 
thundered [=roared] its approval. ■ “How dare you come into 
my houset” he thundered. 

thun-der-bolt /'GAnda^boult/ noun, pi -bolts [count] : a 
flash of lightning that makes a loud sound of thunder and 
that hits someone or something ■ He was struck dead by a 
thunderbolt. — sometimes used figuratively ■ The news hit 
them like a thunderbolt. [=the news was very shocking or 
surprising] 

thun-der-clap /'GAnda^klsep/ noun, pi -claps [count] : a 
very loud, sharp sound of thunder ■ I was awakened by a 
thunderclap. 

thun-der-cloud / , 0Anda , |klaud/ noun, pi -clouds [count] 
: a large, dark cloud that produces lightning and thunder ■ 
We watched the gathering thunderclouds. — compare 

STORM CLOUD 


thun-der-head /'GAnda^hed/ noun, pi -heads [count] 
chiefly US : a very large cloud appearing before a thunder¬ 
storm ■ A thunderhead was forming to the west. 
thun-der-OUS /'GAndaras/ adj : making a loud noise like 
the sound of thunder : very loud ■ The audience responded 
with thunderous applause. 

— thun*der*ous»ly adv ■ It was thunderously loud, 
thun-der-show-er /'GAnda'Jawa-/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

US : a brief storm with lightning and thunder : a brief thun¬ 
derstorm ■ Thundershowers are forecast for tomorrow. 
thun-der-Storm /‘GAnda'iStoam/ noun, pi -storms [count] 
: a storm with lightning and thunder ■ There are thunder¬ 
storms in the forecast. ■ The weather service has issued a se¬ 
vere thunderstorm warning. 

thlin-der-StrUCk / , 0Anda , |StrAk/ adj : feeling sudden and 
great surprise or shock ■ She was thunderstruck when her 
parents told her she was adopted, 
thun-dery /‘GAndari/ adj [more most ~] Brit : producing 
or likely to produce thunder ■ thundery showers • thundery 
[=stormy] weather 

thunk /‘0Aqk/ noun [singular] chiefly US : a dull, hollow 
sound made especially when a heavy object hits something ■ 
The book landed on the floor with a thunk. 

Thurs. or Thur. abbr Thursday 

Thurs-day /‘Ga^Zjdei/ noun, pi -days : the day between 
Wednesday and Friday [count] He was late last Thursday. • 
(Brit) We went on the Thursday and returned on the Satur¬ 
day. 1 The class meets on Thursdays. [=every Thursday] 
[noncount] We went on Thursday and returned on Saturday. 
■ She will arrive on Thursday. = (US) She will arrive Thurs¬ 
day. — abbr. Thurs. or Thur. or Th. 

— Thurs-days /'Ga^deiz/ adv « The class meets Thursdays. 
(=every Thursday] 

thus /■Sas/ adv, formal 

1 a : in this way or manner : like this ■ The judge expressed 
it thus: “Our obligation is to discover the truth.” b : by so 
doing ■ I took her shift, thus enabling her to have the night 
off. 1=1 enabled her to have the night off by taking her shift] 

2 : because of this : therefore ■ This detergent is highly 
concentrated and thus you will need to dilute it. • Thus, we 
conclude ... 

thus far see ’far 

thwack /'Gwsek/ verb thwacks; thwacked; thwack-ing 

[+ obj] : to hit (someone or something) hard with a loud 
sound ■ A book fell off the shelf and thwacked me on the 
head. 

— thwack noun, pi thwacks [count] ■ I gave the ball a good 
thwack. [=1 hit the ball hard] ■ The book hit the floor with a 
loud thwack. 

thwart /'Gwo&t/ verb thwarts; thwart-ed; thwart-ing [+ 

obj] : to prevent (someone) from doing something or to stop 
(something) from happening • She did all she could to thwart 
his plans. ■ The army thwarted the attempt at a coup. — of¬ 
ten used as (be) thwarted ■ The plot was thwarted. • He was 
thwarted in his evil plans. ■ thwarted ambition/hopes 
thy /'dai/ adj, old-fashioned + literary : your — used when 
speaking to a single person • “ ... thou shalt love thy neigh¬ 
bor as thyself.” —Leviticus 19:18 (KJV) 
thyme /'taim/ noun [noncount] : a sweet-smelling herb with 
small leaves that is used in cooking — see color picture on 
page C6 

thy-roid /'0ai,roid/ noun, pi -roids [count] medical : a small 
gland in the neck that affects growth ■ an overactive/under¬ 
active thyroid ■ a thyroid condition — called also thyroid 
gland 

thy-self /dai'self/ pronoun, old-fashioned + literary : your¬ 
self — used when speaking to a single person ■ 
“ ... Physician, heal thyself. ■ ■ ” —Luke 4:23 (KJV) ■ Know 
thyself. 

ti /'ti:/ noun [noncount] : the seventh note of a musical scale ■ 
do, re, mi, fa, sol, la, ti 

ti-ara /ti'era, Brit ti'airo/ noun, pi -aras [count] 

1 : a crown worn by the pope 

2 : a small crown that is decorated with jewels and that is 
worn by women or girls on special occasions ■ a diamond ti¬ 
ara 

tib-ia /'tibija/ noun, pi tib-i-ae /*tibi,i:/ or tib-i-as [count] 
medical : the bone that forms the front part of the leg be¬ 
tween the knee and the ankle — called also shinbone ; see 
picture at human 
tic /'tik/ noun, pi tics [count] 

1 : a small repeated movement of a muscle especially in the 
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face that cannot be controlled ■ a facial tic 
2 : a word or phrase that someone frequently says or an ac¬ 
tion that someone frequently does without intending to ■ a 
nervous tic • The verbal tic “you know” often occurs in her 
speech. 

1 tick Aik/ noun 

1 [singular]: a small, quick sound that is made by a machine 
(such as a clock) and that often occurs in a series to produce 
a rhythm ■ the tick of a clock 

2 [count] chiefly Brit : the time that it takes a clock to make 
one tick : a very short period of time ■ I’ll be there in a tick. 

second] ■ Give me two ticks to get ready. 

3 [count] chiefly Brit : a mark that is used to show that 
something (such as an item on a list) has been noted, done, 
etc. : check ■ Put a tick next to your name. 

- compare 3 tick, 4 tick 
2 tick verb ticks; ticked; ticking 

1 [no obj ] : to make a small, quick, and often rhythmic tap¬ 
ping sound ■ I could hear the clock tick/ticking. 

2 [no obj] : to continue to work or function in a normal way 
: run ■ His old heart is still ticking. 

3 [+ obj] chiefly Brit : to mark (something) with a written tick 
(i^) : check ■ Tick the box next to your choice. — often + 
off • Tick off your choice below. ■ You’re coming? Okay, I’ll 
tick you off (on my list). [=I’ll put a tick/check next to your 
name on my list] 

4 [+ obj] : to touch (something) quickly or lightly ■ The bat 
ticked the ball. 

tick away/by/past [phrasal verb] of time : to pass or go by ■ 
Time is ticking away. ■ She became impatient as the hours 
ticked by. 

tick off [phrasal verb] 1 tick (someone) off or tick off (some¬ 
one) a US, informal : to make (someone) angry ■ He real¬ 
ly ticks me off sometimes. ■ She was ticked off by the rude 
salesclerk, b Brit: to criticize (someone) strongly : to tell 
(someone) in an angry way that he or she did something 
wrong ■ His mother ticked him off for his behavior. 2 tick 
(someone or something) off or tick off (someone or some¬ 
thing) a US : to say the name of (someone or something) 
as part of a list ■ Her parents ticked off [=listed] all the rea¬ 
sons she should not have stayed out late, b : to count or 
mark things as they pass ■ We are ticking off the days until 
vacation. — see also 2 TICK 3 (above) 
tick over [phrasal verb] 1 chiefly Brit, of a vehicle's engine 
: to run at a very low speed 2 Brit : to run or proceed in a 
steady but slow way ■ “How’s business?” “Oh, just ticking 
over .” 

what makes someone tick informal : the things that cause 
someone to behave a certain way : the feelings, opinions, 
concerns, etc., that are parts of someone’s personality ■ I’ve 
always wondered what makes people like that tick. ■ It’s 
hard to say what makes him tick. 

3 tick noun, pi ticks [count] : a very 
small insect that attaches itself to the 
skin of larger animals or people and 
drinks their blood — see also deer 
tick — compare ‘tick, 4 tick 
4 tick noun [noncount] Brit, old- 
fashioned : an agreement to pay for 
something after a period of time 
: credit " She bought her supplies 
on tick. [=she promised to pay for the 
supplies later] — compare ‘tick, 

'tick 

ticked /'tikt/ or ticked off adj, not 
used before a noun, US, informal: very angiy or upset ■ I was 
so ticked. ■ She was pretty ticked off about what he said. — 
often + at ■ I was so ticked off at him. 
tickler /'tikay noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 a : a machine that receives and prints out stock prices and 
other news on long, thin pieces of paper ■ The news came 
over the ticker, b : a narrow area that shows information 
across the top or bottom of a television or computer screen 

2 informal: heart ■ Exercise is good for your/the ticker. 
ticker tape noun [noncount] : long, thin pieces of paper on 

which news and stock prices are printed by a special ma¬ 
chine (called a ticker) 

ticker-tape parade noun, pi ~ -rades [count] US : a pa¬ 
rade in which small pieces of paper are thrown into the air to 
celebrate something, welcome someone, etc. ■ The astro¬ 
nauts were given a ticker-tape parade through the streets of 
New York. 


1 ticket /'tikat/ noun, pi -ets 

1 [count] : a piece of paper that allows you to see a show, 
participate in an event, travel on a vehicle, etc. ■ May I see 
your tickets, please? = Tickets , please. ■ We bought tickets for/ 
to the opera. ■ a movie/concert ticket ■ a bus/train ticket ■ She 
bought a one-way ticket to New York. [=a ticket that allows 
her to travel to New York] ■ (US) a round-trip ticket = (Brit) a 
return ticket [=a ticket that allows you to travel to one place 
and then return back to the place you left] — see also sea¬ 
son ticket 

2 [count] : a card or piece of paper that shows that you are 
participating in a contest, raffle, etc. ■ a winning lottery ticket 

— see also scratch ticket 

3 [count] : a piece of paper that officially tells you that you 
have driven or parked your car improperly and that you will 
have to pay a fine ■ I got a ticket for speeding. — see also 
PARKING TICKET, SPEEDING TICKET 

4 [count] Brit: a piece of paper that is attached to an item in 
a store and that gives information about its price, size, etc. • a 
price ticket [=tag] 

5 [singular] chiefly US : a list of the candidates supported by 
a political party in an election ■ The senator heads her party’s 
ticket. [=she is the leader of her party in the election] ■ the 
Republican/Democratic ticket — see also split ticket, split 
the ticket at ‘split 

6 [singular] : something that makes it possible to get or 
achieve something that you want ■ She believed that educa¬ 
tion was the/her ticket to a good job. ■ He expected the novel 
to be his ticket to fame and fortune. • This job could be their 
ticket out of poverty. — see also meal ticket 

7 the ticket informal + somewhat old-fashioned : the correct 
or most desirable thing : the thing that is needed or wanted ■ 
Compromise, now that’s the ticket. [=that’s what we need] — 
often used in the phrase just the ticket ■ For a romantic din¬ 
ner, candles are just the ticket. 

write your own ticket see write 

- see also hot ticket 

2 ticket verb -ets; -et-ed; -et-ing [+ obj] 

1 chiefly US : to give (a driver) a ticket for driving or parking 
improperly ■ He was ticketed for speeding. 

2 : to give or sell a ticket to (someone) ■ methods used for 
ticketing airline passengers 

3 US : to give (someone or something) a specific purpose or 
destination — usually used as (be) ticketed • The building has 
been ticketed [= designated] for renovations. ■ a baseball play¬ 
er ticketed for the minor leagues [=a baseball player who is 
being sent to the minor leagues] 

— ticketing noun [noncount] ■ Most airlines now allow elec¬ 
tronic ticketing. 

ticket Office noun, pi ~ -fices [count] : a place where you 
can buy tickets to travel on a bus, to see a play, to go to a 
concert, etc. 

ticket tout noun, pi ~ touts [count] Brit : a person who 
buys tickets for an event and resells them at a much higher 
price : scalper 

tick-ing /'tikiij/ noun [noncount]: a strong type of cloth that 
is often used as a covering for mattresses and pillows 
tick-le /'tikal/ verb tick-les; tick-led; tick-ling 

1 [+ obj] : to try to make (someone) laugh by lightly touch¬ 
ing a very sensitive part of the body with your fingers, a 
feather, etc. ■ Her little brother screamed with laughter as 
she tickled him. 

2 : to have or cause a slightly uncomfortable feeling on a 
part of your body [+ obj] The tag on the sweater tickled his 
neck, [no obj] My nose started to tickle. • Don’t touch me 
there; it tickles. 

3 [+ obj] : to please or amuse (someone or something) ■ The 
food will tickle your taste buds. [=you’ll enjoy the taste of the 
food] ■ We were tickled by the invitation. ■ The idea of going 
to the party tickled her. 

tickled pink informal: very happy or amused ■ I was tickled 
pink to see her. 
tickle the ivories see ivory 

tickle your fancy informal : to interest or attract you ■ Do 
you see anything on the menu that tickles your fancy ? 
tickle your funny bone see funny bone 

- tickle noun, pi tickles [count] ■ He gave her neck a tickle. 
[=he tickled her neck] ■ He felt a tickle in his throat. — tick¬ 
ler /'tikaW noun, pi -lers [count] 

tick-lish /'tikiij - / adj [more most ~] 

1 : sensitive and easily tickled ■ My feet are veiy ticklish. ■ 
I’m very ticklish. 
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2 : difficult to deal with : requiring special care ■ Religion 
can be a very ticklish [^sensitive. touchy ] subject, 
tic—tac—toe or tick—tack—toe /.tik.tjek'tou/ noun [non¬ 
count] US : a game in which one player draws Xs and anoth¬ 
er player draws Os inside a set of nine squares and each play¬ 
er tries to be the first to fill a row of squares with either Xs or 
Os — called also (Brit)noughts and crosses 
tid-al /'taidl/ adj : of or relating to tides : rising and falling at 
regular times • tidal currents 
tidal wave noun, pi ~ waves [count] 

1 : a very high, large wave in the ocean that is often caused 
by strong winds or an earthquake : tsunami 

2 : a very large amount of something ■ a tidal wmve of emo¬ 
tion/tourists 

tid-bit (US) /'tid.bit/ or Brit tit»bit /'tit,bit/ noun, pi -bits 
[count] 

1 : a small piece of food ■ tasty tidbits 

2 : a small piece of news or interesting information ■ I just 
heard a juicy tidbit about your brother. ■ tidbits of gossip 

tid-dler /'tidja 1 / noun, pi tid*dlers [count] Brit, informal 

1 : a small fish 

2 : a small and unimportant person or thing ■ The company 
is no tiddler. 

tid-dly*winks /'tidji.wiijks/ also US tid>dle>dy-winks 

/'tidldi.wiqks/ noun [noncount] : a children’s game in which 
players make small discs jump into a small container by 
pressing on them with another disc 
1 tide /'taid/ noun, pi tides 

T~a [count] : the regular upward and downward movement 
of the level of the ocean that is caused by the pull of the Sun 
and the Moon on the Earth ■ a chart of the tides ■ Is the tide 
coming in or going out? = Is the tide rising or falling? — see 
also EBB TIDE, FLOOD TIDE, HIGH TIDE, LOW TIDE, RIPTIDE 
b [singular]: the flow of the ocean’s water as the tide rises or 
falls ■ The boat got swept away in/by the tide. 

2 [singular] : the way in which something is changing or de¬ 
veloping ■ We tried to gauge the tide of public opinion. [=to 
find out how public opinion was changing] ■ the tide of histo¬ 
ry ■ The team was on a losing streak, but then the tide turned 
[=their luck changed] and they went on to win the champi¬ 
onship. 

3 [singular] : something that increases over time — + of ■ 
The government is dealing with a rising/swelling/growing 
tide of criticism over its foreign policy. ■ They are concerned 
about the rising tide of crime [=the increasing amount of 
crime] in the city. ■ We have to do something to stem the tide 
of violence. [=to stop the violence from continuing and in¬ 
creasing] 

go/swim with/against the tide <- If you go/swim with/ 
against the tide, you think or behave in a way that agrees/ 
disagrees with how most other people think or behave. ■ 
Politically, she tends to go against the tide on her college 
campus. [=she tends to have different political opinions 
than most people on her college campus] 

2 tide verb tides; tid*ed; tid-ing 

tide over [phrasal verb] tide (someone) over : to give (some¬ 
one) what is needed to get through a short period of time ■ 
My parents lent us some money to tide us over for a while. ■ 
He had a snack to tide himself over until dinner, 
tide-mark / l taid,maa , k/ noun, pi -marks [count] 

1 chiefly Brit : a mark on the beach that shows how far the 
water came in toward the shore when the tide was high 

2 Brit, informal : a mark left by dirty water in a bathtub 
tide pool noun, pi ~~ pools [count] US : an area of water 

that is left on a beach after the tide has fallen 
tide-wa-ter / l taid l wa:ta > / noun, pi -ters 

1 [noncount] : water that flows over land during high tide 

2 [count] US : an area of land along the coast 

tid-ings /'taidirjz/ noun [plural] old-fashioned : news ■ 
good/glad tidings 

1 ti-dy /'taidi/ adj ti-di-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : clean and organized : not messy ■ She keeps her desk 
tidy. [=neat] • a tidy kitchen ■ The house is neat and tidy. 
[=clean and organized] 

2 : keeping things clean and organized ■ He has always been 
a tidy person. 

3 informal, of an amount of money : fairly large ■ She earns a 
tidy salaiy. ■ They paid a tidy sum for the house. 

2 tidy verb -dies; -died; -dy-ing : to make (something) tidy 
: to make (something) clean and organized [+ obj] I tidied 
the house before they arrived. — usually + up • We need to 
tidy up the house, [no obj ] — + up ■ I didn’t have time to tidy 


up. ■ I'm tired of always tidying up after you. [^cleaning up 
your messes] 

tidy away [phrasal verb] tidy (something) away or tidy away 
(something) Brit: to put (something) in its proper place in 
order to make a place tidy ■ I tidied all the loose papers 
away before the guests arrived. 

3 tidy noun, pi -dies [count] Brit : a container for storing small 
items ■ a desk/sink/car tidy 
1 tie /'tai/ verb ties; tied; ty-ing /'tajiij/ 

1 a [+ obj] : to attach (someone or something) to something 
with a string, rope, etc. ■ His kidnappers tied him to a chair. ■ 
She tied (up) the dog to a post and went into the store, b [+ 
obj] : to pass (something, such as a string, ribbon, or rope) 
around itself in a way that attaches it to something or holds 
it in place : to make a knot or bow in (something) ■ He tied 
(up) his shoelaces/necktie. ■ She tied a scarf around her 
neck. ■ He tied the ropes together, [-he attached the ropes to 
each other by tying a knot] ■ She wrapped a ribbon around 
the box and tied a bow. [=made a bow] ■ She tied knots in the 
rope. — often + to m He tied the rope to a tree branch. ■ 1 tied 
the dog’s leash to a post and went into the store. — some¬ 
times used figuratively ■ At the end of the book, she ties to¬ 
gether the separate plots of the story. C : to close or hold 
(something) with a string, rope, etc., that is attached to it or 
wrapped around it [+ obj] You need to tie your shoe. ■ The 
butcher tied (up) the package with string. ■ His hands and 
feet had been tied together. ■ Tie your hair back (in a pony¬ 
tail) so it won’t fall in your face. ■ She tied the apron loosely 
around her waist, [no obj] The apron ties (up) in the back. 
— see also hands are tied at 'hand 

2 a : to make the score of a game or contest equal [+ obj] 
She tied (up) the score with a late goal. ■ He can tie (up) the 
game with a home run. [no obj] The team still has a chance 
to tie. b [no obj] : to end a game, race, etc., with the same 
score or in the same position as another person or team ■ He 
tied for first/second place. [=he and another competitor both 
finished with the same score in first/second place] c [+ obj] 
: to achieve the same score, time, etc., as (a person, a record, 
etc.) ■ I had the lead but he tied me by making a birdie on the 
last hole. ■ Her time tied the world record. ■ He tied the 
school’s record in the high jump. 

3 [+ obj] : to connect (someone or something) to another 
person or thing — usually used as (be) tied to • He argues 
that poverty is closely tied to poor health. [=that poverty and 
poor health are closely related/connectedj ■ The rise in crime 
has been tied [=linked] to drug dealing. ■ The rate of produc¬ 
tion is tied to consumer demand. [=the rate of production de¬ 
pends on consumer demand] ■ The prices of Web ads are tied 
to the number of visitors the sites have. 

4 [+ obj] : to cause or require (someone) to be somewhere, 
do something, etc. ■ He has responsibilities that tie him to 
this area. [=that prevent him from leaving this area] — often 
used as (be) tied to ■ She was tired of being tied to the same 
routine. [=of always having the same routine] ■ He was tied to 
his desk all day. [=he had to work at his desk all day] ■ I 
didn’t want to be tied to driving her to work every day. 

fit to be tied see 'fit 

tie down [phrasal verb] 1 tie (something or someone) down 
or tie down (something or someone) : to attach (something 
or someone) especially to a flat surface by using string, 
rope, etc. • A storm was coming, so the captain ordered us 
to tie everything down. ■ She tied down the flaps of the tent. 
■ They had him tied down on a stretcher. 2 tie (someone) 
down or tie down (someone) : to limit the freedom of 
(someone) ■ Having a family ties people down. • She doesn’t 
want to tie herself down to a schedule. — often used as (be) 
tied down ■ You’re too young to be tied down with so much 
responsibility. 

tie in [phrasal verb] 1 : to be related or connected to some¬ 
thing — + to or with ■ The book’s illustrations tie in to/with 
the story very well. 2 tie in (something) or tie (something) 
in : to connect (something) to something else — + to or 
with ■ The teacher tied in what we learned last week with 
today’s lesson. ■ The publication of the senator’s book was 
tied in to his announcement that he will run for president. 
— see also tie-in 

tie off [phrasal verb] tie off (something) or tie (something) off 
1 : to fasten or hold (something) by tying a knot or bow at 
its end ■ I finished knitting the last row and tied off the 
yam. 2 : to close (something) with string, thread, etc. ■ 
The surgeon tied off the vein. 

tie one on US, informal + old-fashioned : to become drunk ■ 
He really tied one on last night. 
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tie on the feedbag see feedbag 
tie the knot see "knot 

tie up \phrosal verb ] 1 tie up or tie (something) up or tie up 
(something) : to become attached or to attach (something) 
to a fixed object with a string, rope, etc. • They tied (the 
boat) up and jumped out. • The ferry ties up at the south 
slip. 2 tie (something) up or tie up (something) a : to 
deal with (something) in order to complete something ■ 
The project is almost finished, but we still have a few final 
details to tie up. = We still have to tie up some loose ends. • 
The writer ties up all the loose ends at the end of the story, 
b US : to prevent the use or progress of (something) ■ He 
tied up the phone for an hour. [=he used the phone for an 
hour and other people could not use it] ■ Traffic was tied 
up [^backed up] for hours/miles. 3 tie up (money) in 
(something) or tie (money) up in (something) : to invest 
(money) in (something) in a way that prevents it from be¬ 
ing used for some other purpose ■ They tied up all of their 
money in their new business. — usually used as (be) tied up 
in ■ The money was tied up in stocks. 4 tie up with (some¬ 
thing) or be tied up with (something) : to be connected or 
related to (something) ■ Today’s lesson tied up with what 
was taught yesterday. ■ My life is tied up with hers. 5 tie 
(someone) up or tie up (someone) a : to tie rope, tape, 
etc., around the body, arms, or legs of (someone) in order 
to keep that person from moving or escaping ■ The robbers 
tied up the clerk, b : to prevent (someone) from doing 
other things or from going to a particular place ■ Meetings 
tied me up for most of the afternoon. — usually used as 
(be) tied up ■ She was tied up in traffic. ■ I’d like to help but 
I'm a bit tied up at the moment. — see also 'tie 1, 2 
(above), tie-up 

tie yourself (up) in knots see ‘knot 
2 tie noun, pi ties [count] 

1 : necktie ■ He was wearing a suit and tie. ■ You have a 
spot on your tie. — see also bow tie 

2 : a piece of string, ribbon, cord, etc., that is used for fasten¬ 
ing, joining, or closing something • The pants have a tie at the 
top. — see also twist tie 

3 a : something (such as an idea, interest, experience, or 
feeling) that is shared by people or groups and that forms a 
connection between them — usually plural ■ family ties ■ po¬ 
litical/economic/cultural ties ■ the ties of friendship ■ The 
company has close ties to conservative groups. ■ Recent 
events have strengthened/cemented the ties between our two 
countries. ■ She has severed all ties with the company. • The 
experience loosened the ties that bind (us together), b : a 
responsibility that limits a person’s freedom to do other 
things ■ He was not ready to accept the ties of family life. 

4 a : the final result of a game, contest, etc., in which two or 
more people or teams finish with the same number of points, 
votes, etc. — usually singular ■ The game ended in a tie. = 
The game was a tie. [=both teams/players had the same score 
at the end of the game] * They played to a 3-3 tie. [=each 
team/player had 3 points when the game ended] • There was 
a tie for second place, b : a situation in which two or more 
people or teams have the same number of points, votes, etc., 
in a game or contest — usually singular • She broke the tie 
with a goal in the final seconds of the match. ■ a tie score 

5 US : one of the heavy pieces of wood to which the rails of a 
railroad are fastened — called also (Brit) sleeper 

6 Brit, sports : a match in a sports competition (such as a soc¬ 
cer or tennis tournament) in which the loser is eliminated ■ 
They won the tie in the first round and went on to win the 
cup. 

tie-back /'tai,b 2 ek/ noun, pi -backs [count] : a cord or piece 
of cloth, metal, etc., that is used for holding a curtain to the 
side of a window 

tie—break noun, pi -breaks [count] sports : a tiebreaker in 
tennis ■ She won the tie-break. 

tie-break-er /‘ta^breika*/ noun, pi -ers [count] : something 
(such as an extra period of play or an extra question) that is 
used to decide a winner when a game, contest, etc., has end¬ 
ed with a tied score 

tied /'taid/ adj : having an equal number of points in a con¬ 
test ■ The teams were tied 7-7 at the end of the first quarter. ■ 
The candidates are presently tied in the polls. : having an 
equal number of points for each side ■ The score was tied (at) 
7-7. ■ It was a tied [=tie] game at the end of the first half. 

tie-dye /'tai,dai/ verb -dyes; -dyed; -dye-ing [+ obj] : to 
decorate (fabric or clothing) by tying parts of the fabric with 
knots, strings, etc., and soaking it in often several different 


colors of dye ■ We tie-dyed our T-shirts. 

— tie-dyed adj ■ a tie-dyed shirt — tie—dye-ing /'tai,dajir)/ 
noun [noncount] 

tie—in /'tai,m/ noun, pi -ins [count] : a product (such as a 
toy) that is connected with a movie, television show, etc. 

— see also tie in at 'tie 

tie-pin /'tai,pm/ noun, pi -pins [count] : a decorative pin 
that is used to hold the ends of a necktie in place 
tier /'tia-/ noun, pi tiers [count] 

1 : a row or layer of things that is above another row or layer 

■ We were seated in the theater’s top tier. 

2 : a particular level in a group, organization, etc. ■ top tier 
colleges [=the best or most expensive colleges] • the lowest 
tier of management 

tiered /'tiad/ adj ■ arranged in layers or tiers ■ The hors 
d’oeuvres were served on tiered platters. — usually used in 
combination ■ a three-tiered cake ■ a two-tiered justice sys¬ 
tem that treats poor and wealthy people differently 
tie tack noun, pi ~ tacks [count] US : a short pin with a sep¬ 
arate back or clasp that fastens behind a necktie 
tie—Up /'tai,Ap/ noun, pi -ups [count] 

1 chiefly US : a situation in which something (such as traffic) 
becomes very slow or stops because of a problem, accident, 
etc. ■ An overturned truck caused a traffic tie-up for miles. 

2 chiejly Brit a ; a close connection between people or 
things ■ the tie-up [=link] between poverty and poor health 
b : an agreement to do business together ■ There are rumors 
of a proposed tie-up between the two companies. — see also 
tie up at 'tie 

tiff /'tif/ noun, pi tiffs [count] : a small fight or argument 
about something that is not important ■ She got into a tiff 
[=quarrel] with her boyfriend. ■ a tiff over money 
ti-ger /'taiga*/ noun, pi -gers [count] 

1 a : a large, wild cat that has a coat of usually yellow or or¬ 
ange fur and black stripes and that lives in Asia — see pic¬ 
ture at cat b : a striped cat that lives with people — called 
also tiger cat 

2 : a person who is very fierce or aggressive ■ He was a tiger 
on the basketball court. — see also paper tiger 

— ti-ger-ish /'taigarij/ adj [more most ~] 

1 tiqht /'tait/ adj tight-er; -est 

1 : difficult to move : fastened, attached, or held in a posi¬ 
tion that is not easy to move ■ The lid is too tight. I can’t loos¬ 
en it. • She made a tight knot in the rope. ■ Keep a tight grip/ 
hold on his hand when you cross the street. — opposite 
LOOSE 

2 : fitting very close to your body • tight [=snug] T-shirts ■ a 
tight pair of jeans = a pair of tight jeans ■ These shoes are too 
tight. [=they are too small] ■ a tight bandage — opposite 
loose; see also skintight 

3 : flat or firm from being pulled or stretched • a tight wire/ 
string ■ Pull the ribbon tight and make a bow. — opposite 
LOOSE 

4 : tense or stiff : not relaxed ■ Her muscles were tight. ■ His 
throat/chest felt tight. • a tight smile ■ She answered in a tight 
voice. — opposite loose 

5 : hard and muscular ■ an athlete with a tight stomach/body 

■ He has tight abs. 

6 : having parts that are very close together • The cat was 
curled into a tight ball. ■ a fabric with a tight weave ■ The 
swimming goggles should create a tight seal around your 
eyes. — see also airtight, watertight 

7 : not having or allowing much room ■ Space was tight at 
their first home. [=their first home was small; they did not 
have much room] ■ There’s a tight space you can crawl 
through underneath the house. ■ The tunnel gets pretty tight 
up ahead. ■ We got everything into the suitcase, but it was a 
tight squeeze. [=the suitcase was very full/packed] 

8 : not having or allowing much time • We are on a tight 
schedule. ■ The project has a very tight deadline. ■ Time was 
tight, so we couldn’t stay long. 

9 : close or equal in score, progress, or ability ■ It was a very 
tight race/game. ■ It was one of the tightest presidential elec¬ 
tions in history. ■ The teams play in a tight division. 

10 : not allowing much freedom : strict about controlling 
what happens ■ She kept a tight hand on the business. [=she 
controlled the business in a very strict way] • The mayor put 
tighter security in place for the concert. ■ He has people 
working for him, but he has/keeps a tight rein on every part 
of the process. 

11 : difficult or awkward ■ You’ve put me in a tight spot. [=a 
difficult position] ■ They were in a tight spot financially. 
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[=they did not have much money; they were having financial 
problems] 

12a: low in supply : not easily available ■ We can’t afford a 
vacation right now because money is tight. [ =scarce ] ■ Jobs 
are tight right now. I=there are not many jobs available right 
now] b — used to describe a situation that is difficult be¬ 
cause there is not enough of something ■ Things have been a 
little tight [=money has been scarce] since I lost my job. ■ a 
tight job market [=a situation in which there are few jobs] 

13 informal + usually disapproving : not giving or spending 
money freely : stingy or cheap • He’s pretty tight with his 
money. 

14 : having a close personal or professional relationship ■ 
We’ve been tight l=very friendly] for a long time. ■ a tight 
group of friends — often + with ■ She’s tight with the boss. 

15 : curving or changing direction suddenly ■ There is a tight 
[=sharp] bend in the road up ahead. ■ Make a tight right turn 
at the traffic light. 

16 informal + old-fashioned : very drunk ■ getting tight at a 
bar 

run a tight ship see ‘ship 

— tight-ly adv ■ The shirt fits too tightly around the arms. ■ 
The luggage was secured tightly to the top of the car. ■ Hold 
on tightly to the railing. ■ shelves packed tightly with books 
■ a tightly knit [=tight-knit\ family — tightness noun [non¬ 
count] ■ He felt some muscle tightness in his back. 

2 tight adv : in a tight way ■ Hold on tight. ■ Is the door shut 
tight? ■ She screwed the cap on tight. ■ Don’t close the lid so 
tight. ■ We were packed as tight as sardines on the bus. 
hang tight see ‘hang 
sit tight see sit 
sleep tight see ‘sleep 

tighten /'taitn/ verb -ens; -ened; -en-ing : to make 
(something) tight or tighter or to become tight or tighter [+ 
obj) I’ll tighten the screw. • She tightened her hold on the han¬ 
dle. [no obj ] His jaw muscles tightened, 
tighten the noose see noose 
tighten the screws see ‘screw 

tighten up [phrasal verb\ tighten up or tighten (something) 
up or tighten up (something) : to become more strict or ef¬ 
fective or to make (something) more strict or effective ■ Se¬ 
curity around the building has tightened up recently. • 
They tightened up security around the building. ■ We in¬ 
stalled new machines to tighten up the assembly line. 
tighten your belt see ‘belt 

tight end noun, pi ~ ends [count] American football : a 
player on the offensive team who plays in a position on the 
line of scrimmage and who blocks and sometimes catches 
passes 

tight-fist*ed /'tait'fistad/ adj [more —; most ~] disapproving 
: not wanting to give or spend money : stingy or cheap ■ The 
company’s tightfisted owner won’t raise the workers’ salaries, 
tight-knit /'tait'mt/ adj [more most ~] — used to de¬ 
scribe a group of people who care about each other and who 
are very friendly with each other ■ We are a tight-knit [^close- 
knit] family/community, 
tight-lipped /'tait'lipt/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not willing to speak about something - He remained tight- 
lipped about his plans. ■ tight-lipped witnesses 

2 : having your lips pressed tightly together because you are 
thinking hard, angry, etc. ■ He was tight-lipped in concentra¬ 
tion. 



tight-rope / , tait,roup/ noun, pi -ropes [count] : a tightly 
stretched rope or wire high above the ground that a per¬ 
former walks on, does tricks on, etc., especially in a circus ■ a 
tightrope walker — often used figuratively to describe a dan¬ 
gerous or uncertain situation in which you have to be very 
careful not to make mistakes ■ As soldiers during the war, we 
walked a tightrope between life and death every day. • The 
writer manages to walk a tightrope between good humor and 


poor taste. 

tights /'taits/ noun [plural] 

1 : a piece of clothing that is worn especially by girls, wom¬ 
en, and dancers, that fits closely over the feet, legs, and waist, 
and that is made of a thicker material than pantyhose — see 
color picture on page C13 

2 Brit: pantyhose 


tight-wad / l tait,wa:d/ noun, pi -wads [count] informal + 
disapproving : a person who does not like to spend or give 
money ■ Her husband's such a tightwad that he never wants 
to go out to dinner. 


ti-gress /'taigras/ noun, pi -gress-es [count] : a female ti¬ 
ger 

ti ke variant spelling of tyke 

ti-ki bar /'ti:ki-/ noun, pi ~ bars [count] l/S : a bar or res¬ 
taurant that is decorated in a Polynesian style 
’til or tn variant spellings of 1 TILL, 2 till 

til-de /'tilda/ noun, pi -des [count] : a mark ~ used in some 
languages (such as Spanish and Portuguese) to show that the 
letter n is pronounced /nj/ or that a vowel is pronounced in a 
different way 
1 tile /'tajal/ noun, pi tiles 

1 a : a usually flat piece of hard clay, stone, or other materi¬ 
al that is used for covering walls, floors, etc. [count] decora¬ 
tive ceramic tiles [noncount] We installed new tile in the 
kitchen, b [count, noncount] : a curved piece of hard clay 
that is used for covering roofs 

2 [count] : a small, flat piece that is used in some board 
games 

on the tiles Brit, informal : drinking, dancing, etc., until late 
at night ■ She came back late after a night on the tiles. 

2 tile verb tiles; tiled; tilling [+ obj] : to cover (something) 
with tiles ■ We hired him to tile the bathroom floor. 

— tiled adj ■ a tiled roof — til-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ He’s a 
professional carpenter and tiler. 

1 till or ’til also til /'til, tel/ prep : until ■ We won’t finish till 
next week. ■ Wait till next year. ■ The event doesn’t start till 
tomorrow. 

2 till or ’til also til cord : until ■ They kept playing till it got 
dark. ■ He spun around till he was dizzy. 

3 till /'til/ verb tills; tilled; till-ing [+ obj] : to prepare (soil, a 
piece of land, etc.) for growing crops ■ The farmers are tilling 
the soil. 

— till-able /'tilabal/ adj [more —; most ~] ■ This land is not 
tillable. [=not suitable for growing crops] 

“till noun, pi tills [count] 

1 : a drawer for keeping money in a store or bank 

2 Brit: cash register 

In the till To have/put your hand(s) In the till is to steal 
money from the place where you work. ■ He was accused 
of putting his hand in the till. ■ She was caught with her 
hands In the till. 

til I-age /'tilicfc/ noun [noncount] : the activity or process of 
preparing land for growing crops ■ tillage tools/equipment/ 
methods 

1 till-er /'tila-/ noun,pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who tills land 

2 : a tool used for preparing land for growing crops 

— compare 2 tiller 

2 til-ler /'tiW noun, pi -lers [count] : a handle that is used to 
steer a boat by turning the rudder — compare ‘tiller 
^tllt /'tilt/ verb tilts; tilt-ed; tilt-ing 

T a : to lift or move (something) so that one side is higher 
than another side 1+ obj] Tilt the glass as you pour in the 
beer. ■ The picture on the wall was tilted. [=it was not straight 
or level] [no obj] The steering wheel can tilt downward, b 
[+ obj] : to move (your head, chin, etc.) up, down, or to one 
side ■ Tilt your head back. ■ Tilt your chin up. • She tilted her 
head and looked questioningly at him. ■ Her head was tilted 
to the side. 

2 : to influence (something) or to change so that a particular 
result or occurrence is more likely, a particular group is fa¬ 
vored, etc. [+ obj] Rising inflation could tilt the economy in¬ 
to/toward a recession. ■ The quarterback’s injury could tilt 
(the outcome of) the game in the other team’s favor. [=could 
make it more likely that the other team will win] ■ His elec¬ 
tion tilted the city council to the left/right. [=made the city 
council more liberal/conservative] ■ The law tilts the balance 
of power towards corporations. [=the law gives corporations 
more power] [no obj] The economy could be tilting into/to¬ 
ward a recession. 

tilt at [phrasal verb] 1 tilt at (someone or something) Brit 
: to attack (someone or something) in writing or speech ■ 
critics tilting at [= criticizing ] the established system 2 tilt at 
windmills : to use time and energy to attack an enemy or 
problem that is not real or important 
2 tilt noun, pi tilts [count] 

T : the state of having one side higher than the other ■ The 
picture is at a slight tilt. [=is slightly tilted] ■ He gave a tilt of 
his head. [=he tilted his head] 

2 a : the state of favoring one person, belief, etc., over an¬ 
other • She criticized the media’s tilt [=bias] toward one of 
the candidates. ■ a politician with a socialist tilt [=who tends 
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to have socialist ideas] b : a change of the actions or opin¬ 
ions of a person or group in a particular direction ■ If he 
were elected, there would be a tilt [=j/z(^] in the political bal¬ 
ance of the city council. [=the city council would become 
more liberal or conservative] 

3 US, informal : a game or competition between two people, 
teams, etc. ■ The teams were tied in the standings heading 
into last night’s tilt. 

4 Brit a : an attempt to win something — + at • The team 
wants a tilt at the championship, b : a written or spoken at¬ 
tack on someone or something — + at ■ a tilt at the govern¬ 
ment 

(at) full tilt : as fast as possible : at high speed ■ The heater 
has been going full tilt all morning. ■ He ran away at full tilt. 
tim-ber /'timb^/ noun, pi -bers 

1 [noncount] a : trees that are grown in order to produce 
wood b — used as an interjection to warn people nearby 
that a cut tree is about to fall ■ They shouted " Timber !” as the 
tree began to fall. 

2 [count]: a large piece of wood that is used to form a part of 
a building ■ the roofs oak timbers 

3 [noncount] chiefly Brit : wood that is used to make some¬ 
thing ■ a chair made of sturdy timber [=(t/S) lumber] 

— timber adj • The house has a timber frame. ■ the timber in¬ 
dustry 

tim-ber-land /'timba'jlEend/ noun, pi -lands [count, non¬ 
count] US : land that is covered with trees that are grown in 
order to produce wood ■ 40 acres of timberland 

tim-ber-line /'timba^lain/ noun, pi -lines [singular] : an 
imaginary line on a mountain or high area of land that 
marks the level above which trees do not grow — called also 
tree line 

timber yard noun, pi ~ yards [count] Brit : lumberyard 

tinvbre /'taembaV noun, pi -bres : the quality of the sound 
made by a particular voice or musical instrument [count] 
the timbre of his voice [noncount] subtle differences in tim¬ 
bre 

1 time /‘taim/ noun, pi times 

1 [noncount] : the thing that is measured as seconds, min¬ 
utes, hours, days, years, etc. ■ The time passed slowly/quick¬ 
ly. ■ The two events were separated by time and space. ■ The 
poem is a reflection on the passage/passing of time. ■ What 
was happening at that particular moment in time ? ■ At this 
point in time, we have not made a decision. [=we have not 
yet made a decision] ■ It has been that way since the begin¬ 
ning of time. ■ If only I could travel back in time and do 
things differently. ■ They were given a relatively short 
amount of time to finish the job. ■ The situation has been get¬ 
ting more complicated as time goes by/on. • In the course of 
time [=as time passed], people learned to accept the changes. 

■ The medicine is released in small amounts over time. [=it is 
released slowly] ■ Her condition should improve with time. 
[=it should become better as time passes] ■ happening for an 
extended period of time ■ The study took place over a time 
span of 20 years. [=the study continued for 20 years] 

2 a [singular] : a particular minute or hour shown by a clock 

■ What time is it? = ( chiefly Brit) What’s the time? ■ The time is 
6:15. [=it is 6:15] ■ I’ll see you tomorrow, same time, same 
place. = I’ll see you here this time tomorrow. • Would you 
prefer the meeting to be at an earlier time ? ■ Feel free to call 
me at any time, day or night. ■ What time did you leave 
work? [=when did you leave work?] ■ They arrived at the 
appointed/agreed-on time. [=hour] ■ Do you know the time? 
= (< chiefly US) Do you have the time f? = (chiefly Brit) Have 
you got the time? ■ (US) What time do you havd? = (Brit) 
What time do you make it? [=what time is it?] ■ “ Look at the 
tlmel We have to go.” b [noncount]: the time in a particular 
area or part of the world ■ We’ll be arriving at 9:00 a.m. local 
time. • It’s 2:00 p.m. Tokyo time. — see also British sum¬ 
mer TIME, DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME, GREENWICH MEAN 
TIME, LOCAL TIME, STANDARD TIME 

3 a : the part of a day, week, month, or year when some¬ 
thing usually happens or is scheduled to happen [noncount] 
My kids love bath time. ■ It’s party timel ■ Test time is at 8:00. 
[=the test will begin at 8:00] ■ I did some work on my house 
during my vacation time, [count] She gave the family some 
advice on how to make breakfast times less hectic. — see 
also BEDTIME, DINNERTIME, DRIVE TIME, LUNCHTIME, 
MEALTIME, PLAYTIME, PRIME TIME, TEATIME b [count] a 
particular part of a day, week, month, or year ■ He has to go 
to the classes at certain times of the month. ■ There was snow 
on the ground at this time last year. ■ It’s unusually hot for 


this time of year, [^season] ■ My favorite times of year are 
spring and fall. —see also Christmastime, daytime, 
NIGHTHME, NOONTIME, SPRINGTIME, SUMMERTIME, WIN¬ 
TERTIME 

4 [count] : an occurrence of an action or event: an instance 
of something happening or of someone doing something ■ 
She’s already seen the movie several times. ■ He told us the 
story about the time he bought his first car. ■ Do you remem¬ 
ber the time we got lost in Washington, D.C.? ■ Take one pill 
two times daily [=take one pill twice each day] for seven 
days. ■ This is my first time on an airplane. (=1 have never 
been on an airplane before] ■ He ran for governor for the sec¬ 
ond time in 1980. ■ I cry each/every time [=whenever\ I hear 
that song. ■ Remember to buckle up your seatbelt each and 
every time you ride in a car. ■ I’ll come by the next time I’m 
in town. ■ The last time I saw him [=the most recent time that 
I saw him] was at his wedding. ■ Okay, I’ll do it again one last 
time. ■ For the last time, please stop! = This is the last time I’m 
going to tell you: please stop! ■ Would you please do it one 
more tlmd? [=again, once more] ■ How many times do I have 
to tell you? I don’t know where it is! ■ I’ve told you many 
times not to do that. = I’ve told you a hundred/thousand/mil¬ 
lion times not to do that. ■ Don’t worry about it. We’ve all 
made that same mistake many a time = Many’s the time we 
have made that same mistake. ■ “ This time you’ve gone too 
far!” he said. ■ She beats me at chess nine times out of ten. 
[=for every ten games we play, she beats me nine times] ■ 
They may have lost their last championship game, but 
they’re determined to win the next time around/round. ■ 
We’re going to win thla time out ■ One time [=once, (more 
formally) on one occasion] I came home two hours late and 
nobody noticed. 

5 a [singular] : the period of time when something happens ■ 
I had lived in 12 different cities by the time I turned 18. 
[=when I was 18 years old, I had already lived in 12 different 
cities] ■ She had known that she wanted to be President from 
the time [=since] she was seven years old. ■ Since that time, 
the government has done much to fix the problem. — often 
used after at ■ If you’re busy now, perhaps we can get togeth¬ 
er at another time. • At no time did the defendant ask for a 
lawyer. [=the defendant never asked for a lawyer] ■ It was 
raining at the time of the accident. [=it was raining when the 
accident happened] ■ This information was correct at the 
time of publication. ■ He was elected pope in 1978, at which 
time he took the name John Paul. — see also at the same 
time (below), at times (below) b [count] : the exact mo¬ 
ment when a particular event happens or is scheduled to 
happen ■ Curtain time is at 7:30 p.m. [=the performance be¬ 
gins at 7:30 p.m.] ■ What is the movie’s starting time/ ? [=when 
does the movie start?] ■ The patient’s time of death was 2:15 
a.m. ■ He called to give me his flights’ departure/arrival times. 
[=the times when his flights are scheduled to depart/arrive] ■ 
The network moved my favorite television show to a differ¬ 
ent time slot — see also closing time, showtime 

6 : a period of time when a situation or set of conditions ex¬ 
ists : a period of minutes, hours, days, weeks, etc., when 
something is happening or someone is doing something 
[count] I can’t remember a time that/when I’ve been happier. 
■ She helped me in my time of need. [=she helped me when 1 
needed help] ■ He is someone you can depend on in times of 
crisis. ■ He sat down to rest, and after a time [=while] he con¬ 
tinued on his way. ■ She served in the military for a time in 
her early twenties. ■ No one spoke to us the entire/whole time 
we were there. • We will be able to stay here only a short 
time. • I haven’t seen you in such a long time?. ■ It took them a 
long time to find out what was causing the problem. ■ His 
promotion was a long time coming. [=he waited a long time 
to be promoted] - It happened a long time ago — often + 
when ■ There was a time when I thought he would never grad¬ 
uate from college. — often used after at ■ She was calm at a 
time when everyone else was panicking. ■ Sometimes this 
helps, while at other times it makes things worse. ■ No more 
than five people should ride in the car at any one time. • 
There are between 200 and 300 patients in the hospital at any 
given time. ■ How could you think about food at a time like 
this? ■ At one time [=during one period of time in the past], 
20 people lived together in this house. ■ Everyone has experi¬ 
enced this feeling at one time or another. • At the present 
time [presently, right now], we don’t know why it happened. 
= We don’t know why it happened at this time, [noncount] 
Some time ago [=at some point in the past], I read that the 
restaurant had closed. ■ She has been living there for (quite) 
some time. [=for a somewhat long time] ■ I get sick if I sit in 
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the back seat of a car for any length of time. [=for more than 
a very small amount of time] 

7 lnoncount ] : the number of minutes, days, years, etc., be¬ 
fore something happens : the amount of time it takes for 
something to happen — usually used after in • The movie is 
coming out in two months’ time. [=it is coming out two 
months from now] ■ They expect the system to be complete¬ 
ly replaced in a few years’ time. ■ This machine can have the 
job finished in half the time (it would take you to do it by 
hand). ■ It can do the job in a fraction of the time. [=it can do 
the job much more quickly] ■ It’s just a matter of time before 
someone gets hurt. [=someone will get hurt eventually] ■ The 
police will catch him. It’s only a question of time. [=the po¬ 
lice will catch him at some point in the future] 

8 [ noncount ]: the amount of time that is used, needed, avail¬ 
able, or allowed for a particular activity or for someone to 
do something ■ You must complete the project within the 
time allotted. • I’ll ti*y not to take up too much of your time. ■ 
Thank you for your time. [=thank you for listening to me] ■ 
It’s not worth your time and energy. ■ Is there (enough) time 
to stop for lunch? • What do you do in your free/spare time ? 
[=when you are not working] ■ We played games to pass/kill 
the time on the bus. [=we played games to cause time to seem 
to go by more quickly] ■ How much more time do we have 
(left)? = How are we doing on/for time ? • We’re pressed for 
time. [=we don’t have much time left to do what we need to 
do] • We ran out of time and didn’t finish the project. [=we 
had no more time to work on the project] ■ Time's up. [=the 
allowed period of time has ended] Please put down your pen¬ 
cils and hand in your tests. • They finished with time to spare. 
[=they finished early] ■ We’re using up valuable/precious 
time talking when we could be getting started. ■ The candi¬ 
dates will receive equal time to answer questions during the 
debate. • Her teammates were complaining about their lack 
of playing time. [=the amount of time that they were allowed 
to play during a game] ■ Sometimes she would drop by to 
pass the time of day. [=to have a friendly and informal con¬ 
versation] ■ She’s had a lot of time on her hands [=time when 
she was not busy] lately. ■ He can’t manage to find (the) time 
to exercise. — often used with save ■ This new system will 
save time [=take less time, be faster] and money. ■ We can 
save a lot of time by using this shortcut. — often used with 
lose ■ They lost a lot of time getting started. ■ You’ll just have 
to make up for lost time by working harder now. [=you’ll 
have to work faster because you have less time to finish the 
work] — often used with spend ■ He spends all his time 
watching TV. • I’m looking forward to spending more time at 
home [=being at home more] with my family. — often used 
with waste ■ Stop wasting time [=doing nothing or doing 
something that is not useful] and get to work! ■ They wasted 
no time in decorating their new apartment. [=they started 
decorating it immediately] ■ That class was a (big) waste of 
time. [=the class was not good] I didn’t learn a thing. — often 
followed by to + verb ■ If we leave now, there’s just (enough) 
time to catch the last show. ■ There’s no time to explain. I’ll 
have to tell you why later. ■ In the time it takes you to read 
one chapter, she can read the entire book. ■ We will have 
plenty of time to buy souvenirs later. ■ I haven’t had much 
time to think about it. ■ We have to hurry. There’s no time to 
lose. [=we have little time, so we cannot waste any of it] 

9 : the right moment to do something or for something to 
happen [count] This is no time for jokes. ■ The time for talk¬ 
ing has passed. We must take action now. ■ There is a time 
and a place for everything. • Am I calling at a bad time ? [=are 
you too busy to talk to me?] ■ Is this a good time for you? ■ 
This is as good a time as any. ■ “Should we do it now?” 
“Sure. There’s no time like the present .” [=let’s do it now] — 
often followed by to + verb ■ Now is the perfect time to buy a 
new car. ■ Now’s not the time to discuss such things. — often 
used with come ■ We feel that the time has come for a deci¬ 
sion to be made. • When the time comes to move out of their 
apartment, they will have saved up enough money to buy a 
house. ■ There comes a time when children leave their par¬ 
ents and start families of their own. ■ an idea whose time has 
come [=an idea that is ready to be used] [noncount] It’s time 
to go. ■ It is time for us to consider an alternative. 

10 [count] : the quality of a person’s experience on a partic¬ 
ular occasion or during a particular period ■ We all had a 
good/great/lovely time at the concert. [=we enjoyed the con¬ 
cert very much] ■ Did you have a good time ? ■ A good time 
was had by all. ■ Try to remember the good times you had to¬ 
gether rather than the bad times. • Their music helped me 
get through some difficult/hard/rough/tough times in my life. 


■ He looked like he was having the time of his life. [=enjoying 
himself very much; having a lot of fun] ■ They’ve been hav¬ 
ing a hard time finding an apartment in the city. 

11 [count] : a specific period in the past ■ It happens more 
now than at any other time in history. ■ The writings date 
back to the time of Shakespeare. [=the period of time when 
Shakespeare was alive] ■ Like most families at/of/during that 
time , they had only one car. ■ There was a time when people 
could let their children play outside without worrying about 
their safety. ■ He was a famous comedian of the/that time. ■ 
The bridge was built around the time of World War I. ■ It was 
the most important book of its time. • He is one of the great¬ 
est actors of our time. [=of the present day] ■ Life was very 
different at that time, [-then] • People have been creating art 
since time immemorial. [=for a very long time] — often used 
after in ■ Things were very different in your grandparents’ 
time. [=day] ■ I’ve seen a lot of crazy things in my time, ^dur¬ 
ing my life] ■ She was a legend in her own time. [=she was 
someone who was very famous and admired while she was 
still alive] ■ The tools were known to be in use in medieval/ 
ancient/prehistoric times. • In earlier times , this road was an 
important trade route. ■ farming methods used in times past 
[=in the past] — often used in the titles of books, newspa¬ 
pers, etc. • She was reading the latest issue of the New York 
Times. ■ The biography was titled The Life and Times of Na¬ 
poleon. 

12 times [plural] a : the conditions experienced by a group 
of people now or during a particular period in the past ■ The 
country is facing some difficult/trying times. ■ Those were 
lean times , and our family couldn’t afford new clothes. ■ Life 
can be difficult even at/in the best of times, b ; the styles, 
events, or ideas that are popular or important in a culture 
now or at a particular period in the past ■ Companies must 
change/evolve/move with the times or risk losing their cus¬ 
tomers. ■ In this business, you have to keep up with the 
times. [=stay current; change as conditions change] ■ Times 
have changed since then. ■ Come on. Get with the times. 
[=understand and change to fit what is now happening and 
accepted in the culture] ■ Their methods are behind the 
times, [^outdated] 

13a [count] : a period or stage in a person’s life ■ I’m at a 
time in my life when I don’t care much about my appear¬ 
ance. ■ at various times of her life b [singular] : the time 
when a woman gives birth to a child ■ Her time is drawing 
near. C [singular] : the time when someone dies ■ “Why did 
he have to die?” “It was just his time." 

14 a [singular] : the number of months, years, etc., that a 
person spends at a particular place or in a particular group 
or organization • I learned a great deal during my time at 
Harvard. • She used her time in the Senate to fight for the en¬ 
vironment. b [singular] : the number of months or years 
that an active member of the military is required to stay in 
the military ■ She plans on going to college after she serves 
her time in the army. = She plans on going to college after 
she puts in her time in the army. ■ He was an ex-soldier who 
did his time in Vietnam. [=he fought in Vietnam while he was 
a soldier] c [noncount] informal : the number of days, 
months, or years that a person must stay in prison ■ She’s 
now doing time for armed robbery. ■ (US) He could be facing 
hard time [=a long or difficult prison sentence] for his 
crimes. 

15 [count] : the seconds, minutes, etc., it takes to do some¬ 
thing (such as finish a race) ■ She ran the mile in a time of 5 
minutes and 15 seconds. ■ What was my time ? [=how long 
did it take me to do it?] ■ He finished in record time. [=in the 
least amount of time ever] 

16 [noncount] : the minutes, hours, or days that a person 
works or is required to work for a company : the time dur¬ 
ing which a company is paying a worker ■ She has been put¬ 
ting in a lot of time [=she has been working a lot] at the of¬ 
fice. ■ I’ll ask my supervisor if I can take time off (work) to go 
to the dentist. ■ She took time out from her career to raise her 
children. [=she stopped working while she raised her chil¬ 
dren] • (US) Employees need to make personal calls on their 
own time. = (Brit) Employees need to make personal calls in 
their own time. [=when their employer is not paying them to 
work] ■ (US) Please do not make personal calls (when you 
are) on company time. = (Brit) Please do not make personal 
calls (when you are) in company time. [=when your employ¬ 
er is paying you to work] — see also double time, flex¬ 
time, FULL-TIME, OVERTIME, PART-TIME, SHORT TIME, 
TIME AND A HALF 

17 times [plural] — used to say how much bigger, smaller. 
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faster, etc., something is than something else ■ Her salary is 
five times greater than mine. = She earns five times as much 
money as I do. ■ The area received three times the amount of 
rain it got last year. ■ You would have to spend two times 
[=twice] as much at a regular department store. ■ Their origi¬ 
nal investment has paid for itself many times over. — see 
also TIMES 

18 [ noncount] music a : the rate of speed at which a piece 
of music is performed ■ We clapped in time to [=in a way that 
matched the speed ofl the music. ■ March in time. — see also 
KEEP TIME 2 (below) b : the way that beats are grouped to¬ 
gether in a piece of music ■ the use of 6/8 time in certain 
styles of music — often used after in ■ If a song is in 3/4 time. 
that means that there are three beats per bar/measure and 
that each of those beats is a quarter note. ■ a dance per¬ 
formed in 4/4 time with a quick tempo 
against time •❖•If you are racing/working (etc.) against time 
or are in a race against time, you are doing something 
quickly because you have only a small amount of time. ■ 
We’re working against time to finish this book. ■ They raced 
against time to get her to the hospital. ■ It was a race 
against time to find a cure for the disease. 
ahead of time : before something happens : earlier than a 
time or event ■ He called the restaurant ahead of time to 
make a dinner reservation. ■ She read the report ahead of 
time to prepare for the meeting. 
ahead of your/its time If you are ahead of your time or if 
your ideas, creations, etc., are ahead of their time, you are 
too advanced or modern to be understood or appreciated 
during the time when you live or work. ■ As a director, he 
was ahead of his time. His movies are now regarded as clas¬ 
sics, but they were unpopular when he made them. 

(all) in good time : when the appropriate moment arrives 
: when the time is right ■ I’ll let him know in good time. • It 
will happen all in good time. 

all (of) the time 1 : always ■ You can’t be right all of the 
time. 2 informal: very often or frequently ■ “Do you ever 
take the subway to work?” “Yeah, all the time.” 9 My sisters 
and I used to fight all of the time. 3 usually all the time 
: since something began ■ We thought that he disliked her, 
while all the time [=(more commonly) all along, the whole 
time ] he was in love with her. ■ I knew the truth all the time. 
9 The police knew all the time who was guilty. 

(and) not before time (too) chiefly Brit — used to say that 
something should have happened sooner • They’re finally 
going to change things, and not before time, too. [-and it’s 
about time] 

any time (now) : very soon ■ The train should be aiTiving 
any time now. 

a sign of the times see ‘sign 
a stitch in time (saves nine) see ‘stitch 
at all times : without stopping or changing at any time : al¬ 
ways ■ The system is kept running at all times. 9 Keep your 
hands inside the vehicle at all times, 
at a time 1 : during one particular moment ■ I can only do 
one thing at a time. \=at once] 9 Please speak one at a time. 
[=so that only one person is speaking at any time] ■ We car¬ 
ried the boxes two at a time up the stairs. [=we carried two 
boxes each time we went up the stairs] 2 : during one pe¬ 
riod of time without stopping ■ She can sit and read for 
hours at a time. [-at a stretch] 3 I f you take one day at a 
time or take it/things one day at a time, you make progress 
in a slow and careful way by dealing with each day as it 
comes. ■ We got through the ordeal by taking one day at a 
time. [=taking it day by day] 

at the same time 1 : during the same moment ■ She was 
driving, eating, and talking on the phone all at the same 
time. 9 She tries to appear to be both glamorous and mod¬ 
est at the same time. 9 As a parent, he is at one and the 
same time strict and loving. [=he is both strict and loving] 
2 — used to introduce a statement that adds to and differs 
from a preceding statement ■ The new regulations will help 
the environment. At the same time [=on the other hand], 
they may be a burden to businesses. ■ She wants more re¬ 
spect, but at the same time she does nothing to earn it. = 
She wants more respect, while at the same time doing noth¬ 
ing to earn it. 

at times : sometimes ■ He is an intelligent person, but he 
can be quite stubborn at times. [=fiom time to time] 9 At 
times, I wondered if we were doing the right thing. 
before your time 1 — used to say that something hap¬ 
pened before you were born or before you were involved 
in some activity ■ You wouldn’t know about that. It was be¬ 


fore your time. 2 If you become old before your time, 
you look and feel older than you are. ■ Such experiences 
make people old before their time. 3 «> If you die before 
your time, you die at a younger age than you should. ■ 
Mozart died before his time. 

behind the times : not having or showing knowledge of 
current ideas or styles : outdated "The entire country is 
behind the times when it comes to protecting the environ¬ 
ment. ■ Our professor is surprisingly behind the times, 
[-old fashioned] 

be living on borrowed time see borrow 
better luck next time see ‘luck 
bide your time see bide 
buy time see ‘buy 

call time 1 US, sports : to ask for a time-out ■ The coach 
called time. : to give the order for a time-out ■ The referee 
called time. 2 Brit a : to announce that it is time for a 
bar or pub to close b : to say or decide that something 
has ended : to end something — usually + on 9 an athlete 
who has called time on his career 
for the time being : during the present time but possibly 
not in the future ■ I think we should stay here for the time 
being. [-for now] 9 For the time being, this car suits all of our 
family’s needs. 

from time to time : sometimes ■ Such things are bound to 
happen from time to time. [=at times] 9 From time to time 
[-occasionally, once in a while], it’s nice to let someone else 
make the decisions. 

give (someone) a hard time see ‘hard 
half the time informal: very often ■ Half the time I have no 
idea what my professor is talking about. 
hard times see ‘hard 
have a thin time (of it) see ‘thin 

have time 1 : to be able to use an amount of time for a 
particular purpose ■ “Can you go to the store for me?” “I’m 
sorry, but I don’t have time.” [=I’m too busy] ■ Unfortu¬ 
nately, I haven’t got (the) time 9 We’re on a deadline, but 
he acts like we have all the time in the world — often fol¬ 
lowed by to + verb 9 I didn’t have time to read the whole 
book. ■ Do you have time to look this over for me? ■ We 
haven’t had any time to talk about it yet. — often + for 9 We 
don’t have time for this nonsense! ■ I don’t have the time or 
the patience for this. ■ Do we have enough time for another 
drink? ■ We’ve got time for a few more questions. 2 : to 
like or be willing to spend time dealing with (something or 
someone) — usually + for 9 I have no time for liars. ■ (Brit) 
We have a lot of time for her. 

in no time : very quickly or soon ■ We’ll be there in no time. 

9 Don’t worry. It’ll all be over in no time, 
in the nick of time see ‘nick 

in time 1 : before something happens : early enough ■ Do 
you think we’ll get there in time ? — often followed by to + 
verb 9 They arrived just in time to catch the last train out of 
town. — often + for 9 I’ll try to make it home in time for 
dinner. ■ The CD will be released just in time for Christmas. 
2 : when an amount of time has passed ■ In time, she for¬ 
gave him. ■ Things will get better in time. [= eventually ] 
in your own (good) time : at the time that is right or appro¬ 
priate for you and not sooner ■ He’ll make a decision in his 
own good time. 9 Everything happens in its own time, 
it’s about time informal — used to say often in an annoyed 
way that something should have happened sooner • It’s 
about time you got here. I’ve been waiting for over an 
hour! ■ “They’re getting married.” “Well, it’s about time\” 
it's high time see 'high 

keep time A of a watch or clock : to show the correct time ■ 
My watch keeps good/perfect time. [=it shows the correct 
time; it works well] 2 music : to perform music at the cor¬ 
rect speed ■ Among other things, the conductor helps the 
orchestra keep time (to the music). 
make good time : to travel somewhere quickly ■ They made 
good time on their trip. ■ We’re making good time. We’ve al¬ 
ready traveled a hundred miles today. 
make time : to cause an amount of time to be available for 
an activity ■ I’ll have to make (the) time to get it done. — 
often + for 9 She has trouble making time in her busy 
schedule for exercise. ■ No matter how busy he was. 
Grandpa always made time for us. 
mark time see 2 mark 

most of the time or most times : on most occasions : usu¬ 
ally ■ Sometimes I go out for lunch, but most of the time I 
bring my own lunch to work. • Most times, this method 
works just fine. 




time • timeless 


1726 


ninety/ninety-nine (etc.) percent of the time : on most oc¬ 
casions : usually ■ I hate to admit it, but he’s right ninety 
percent of the time. [=most of the time] 
not give someone the time of day If you do not give 
someone the time of day , you do not give that person any 
attention or help. ■ I asked them for directions, but they 
would/T/ give me the time of day. 
of all time : that has ever lived or existed ■ In my opinion, he 
is still the greatest basketball player of ad time. — see also 
ALL-TIME 

once upon a time see ‘once 

(only) time will tell — used to say that the results of a situa¬ 
tion will be known only after a certain amount of time has 
passed ■ “Will he be OK?” “I don’t know. Only time will 
tell.” 

on time : at or before the correct moment: at a time that is 
not late ■ Try to be there on time. ■ I paid all of my bills on 
time [=when they were due] this month. ■ Please hand in 
your homework on time. ■ We arrived right on time, ^ex¬ 
actly at the right time] 
play for time see 1 play 
stand the test of time see ‘test 

take (the) time to do something : to use an amount of 
time in order to do something important ■ They never took 
the time to get to know her. ■ Take (the) time to think about 
it before you make a decision. ■ I took some time to think 
about it, and my answer is still “no.” 
take time *>■ People say that something takes some/no (etc.) 
time to describe how much time is needed for something to 
happen or be done. ■ You have to be patient. Things like 
this take time. [=things like this cannot be done quickly] ■ It 
may take some time for the medication to wear off. ■ The 
meeting won’t take too much time. [=the meeting will be 
short] ■ This project will take a lot of time. ■ It’ll take no time 
at all. = It will take very little time, 
take your time : to do something slowly or without hurry¬ 
ing ■ I need to take my time and think about it for a while. ■ 
There’s no need to hurry. Take your time. [=take all the 
time you need] ■ Please take your time filling out the form. 
tell time (US) or Brit tell the time : to be able to know what 
time it is by looking at a clock ■ My son is just learning to 
tell time. 

the end of time see ‘end 

the whole time 1 : since something began : during the en¬ 
tire period of time ■ We thought that he disliked her, while 
the whole time [=all along, all the time] he was in love with 
her. ■ I knew the truth the whole time. ■ The police knew the 
whole time who was guilty. 2 Brit : always ■ You can’t be 
right the whole time. [=all (of) the time ] 3 Brit, informal 
: very often ■ My sisters and I used to fight the whole time. 
[=all (of) the time] 

time after time or time and again or time and time again 
: on many occasions : very often or frequently ■ Time after 
time , we see this happen with our patients. ■ I’ve told you 
time and again [^repeatedly] not to do that. 
time flies — used to say that time passes quickly ■ As they 
say, “Time flies when you’re having fun." ■ Your son is in 
high school already? My, how timefliesl 
time heals all wounds or chiefly Brit time is a/the great 
healer — used to say that feelings of sadness, disappoint¬ 
ment, etc., gradually go away as time passes ■ I thought I 
would never be able to love again, but, as they say, time 
heals all wounds, 
time is money see money 

time is (not) on your side If time is on your side, you 
have a good chance of success because you can wait until a 
situation improves. If time is not on your side, your chance 
of success is less because you have to do something very 
soon. ■ House prices are all dropping, and in the case of 
home buyers, time is on their side. [=the houses that people 
want to buy will become cheaper as more time passes] ■ If 
we wait too long to buy the tickets, the concert may be 
sold out: time is not on our side. [=all the tickets may be 
sold if we wait too long to buy them] 
time marches on : time continues to pass ■ I was very disap¬ 
pointed when it happened. But time marches on, and I’ve 
learned to accept it now. 

time was (when) old-fashioned — used to say that some¬ 
thing was true in the past and usually to express annoy¬ 
ance that it is no longer true ■ Time was, you could buy a 
candy bar for a nickel. ■ Time was when people respected 
their elders. [=people used to respect their elders in the 
past] 


until such time as formal : until the time when : until ■ 
He will be suspended from work until such time as this 
matter has been resolved. 

your (own) sweet time chiefly US, informal <>■ If you do 
something in your (own) sweet time or you take your (own) 
sweet time about doing something, you do it slowly even 
though other people want you to do it more quickly. ■ 
She’s taking her own sweet time about finishing the work. 
2 time verb times; timed; timing [+ obj] 

1 : to choose the hour, day, month, etc., when (something) 
will happen : to schedule (something, such as an event) to 
happen at a particular time ■ They timed their vacation to co¬ 
incide with the jazz festival. — often used as (be) timed ■ The 
ceremony was timed to coincide with the President’s visit. ■ It 
was a poorly timed visit. [=the visit happened at an unfortu¬ 
nate or inconvenient time] — see also ill-timed, well- 
timed 

2 sports : to cause (something, such as a throw or pass) to 
happen at a certain moment ■ He timed it so that he made the 
shot just before the clock ran out. • She timed the shot per¬ 
fectly. 

3 : to measure the amount of time needed by someone to do 
something (such as to finish a race) ■ The runners are timed 
with special watches. ■ He timed the students as they com¬ 
pleted their tests. ■ timing a horse race 

time and a half noun [noncount] : a rate of pay that is 
equal to what a worker usually earns for an hour plus half of 
that amount - If they make you work during holidays, they 
pay you time and a half. ■ We get paid 20 dollars an hour for 
40 hours and time and a half for overtime, 
time bomb noun, pi ~~ bombs [count] 

1 : a bomb that is set to explode at a particular moment 

2 : a person or situation that will probably become danger¬ 
ous or harmful in the future ■ He’s a time bomb getting ready 
to explode. • If we don’t do something about the pollution 
problem, we’ll be sitting on a ticking time bomb. 

time capsule noun.pl ~ -sules [count] : a container that 
is filled with things (such as newspapers or clothing) from 
the present time and that is meant to be opened by people at 
some time in the future 

time card noun, pi ~ cards [count] : a piece of paper or 
cardboard that is put into a special clock in order to record 
the times when an employee starts and stops working ■ Don’t 
forget to punch your time card on your way out. 
time clock noun, pi ~ clocks [count] : a special clock that 
is used to record the times when an employee starts and 
stops working 

time—COn*SUm*ing /'taimkan'surmir), Brit 'taimkan'sju:- 
nuij/ adj [more most ~]: using or needing a large amount 
of time ■ time-consuming chores ■ a very expensive and time- 
consuming process ■ Can we try to make this less time- 
consuming? 

time frame noun, pi ~ frames [count] : a period of time 
that is used or planned for a particular action or project ■ 
They were not able to finish the project within the estab¬ 
lished timeframe. 

time—hon-ored (US) or Brit time-hon«oured 

/'taim.a'.na-d/ adj, always used before a noun : existing and 
respected for a long time ■ time-honored traditions/institu¬ 
tions 

time*keep»er /'taim.ki.pay noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who controls or records official times during a 
contest (such as a race or game) ■ The timekeeper forgot to 
stop the clock during the team’s last time-out. 

2 Brit — used in the phrases good timekeeper and bad/poor 
timekeeper to say that someone is or is not good about arriv¬ 
ing at the correct or expected time ■ We expect our employ¬ 
ees to be good timekeepers. 

— time*keep»ing /'taim.kiipii)/ noun [noncount] 
time lag noun [singular] : a period of time between two re¬ 
lated actions (such as a cause and its effect) ■ There’s a time 
lag between when you see a stop sign and when your foot 
steps on the brake. 

time-lapse /'taimdsps/ adj, always used before a noun — 
used to describe a way of filming something in which many 
photographs are taken over a long period of time and are 
shown quickly in a series so that a slow action (such as the 
opening of a flower bud) appears to happen quickly ■ time- 
lapse photography 
time-less /'taimbs/ adj 

1 : staying beautiful or fashionable as time passes ■ The 
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dresses that she designs are elegant and timeless. * the time¬ 
less beauty of the sea 

2 : lasting forever ■ timeless [= ageless] truths/wisdom 

— time‘less»ly adv — time-less*ness noun [noncount] 
time limit noun, pi ~ -its [count] : an amount of time in 

which something must be done or completed ■ My boss gave 
me a three-hour time limit to finish the job. 
time-line /'taim.lain/ noun, pi -lines [count] 

1 : a plan which shows the order of events that will happen, 
things that will be done, etc. ■ She drew up a timeline [= time¬ 
table] for the project. 

2 : a line that includes marks showing when particular 
events happened in the past ■ The timeline shows the impor¬ 
tant events in American history. 

time-ly /'taimli/ acti time-li-er; -est [or more most ~] 
: happening at the correct or most useful time : not happen¬ 
ing too late • Her very timely book examines the effects of 
global warming on the world’s climates. ■ a timely decision/ 
warning ■ She always responds to my requests in a timely 
fashion/manner. — opposite untimely 

— time-li-ness noun [noncount] ■ the timeliness of the warn¬ 
ing 

time machine noun, pi ~ -chines [count] in stories : a ma¬ 
chine that allows people to travel to a time in the past or fu¬ 
ture 

time—OUt /'taim'aut/ noun, pi -outs 

1 : a short period of time during a sports event when the 
game stops and the players rest or talk to their coach 
[count] The coach asked for a time-out to talk to her players. 
• The coach called a time-out. [ noncount] The quarterback 
called time-out [=asked for a time-out] with 20 seconds re¬ 
maining. 

2 : a short period of time when you stop doing something so 
that you can rest or do something else [count] We’ve been 
working all morning. Let’s take a time-out and get some cof¬ 
fee. [noncount] Let’s take time-out for a few minutes. 

3 US : a short period of time when a child must sit quietly as 
punishment for behaving badly [count] The book talks 
about the proper way to use time-outs. ■ If you do that again, 
you’re getting a time-out ! = If you do that again. I’m giving 
you a time-outl [noncount] There’s no talking during time¬ 
out. 

time-piece /'taim ( pi:s/ noun, pi -piec-es [count] formal: a 
clock or watch ■ an expensive German timepiece 
tim-er /'taima 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a special watch that is used to measure the amount of 
time that is taken to finish a race, a test, etc. : stopwatch; 
also : a person who uses such a watch to time someone or 
something • He was the official timer for the race. 

2 a : a device that makes a sound when a certain amount of 
time has passed ■ She set the timer on the oven for one hour. 
■ The timer is set to go off in 15 minutes, b : a device that 
can be set to turn something (such as a light) on or off at a 
certain time — often used after on ■ The sprinkler is on a 
timer. [-{Brit) time switch] ■ We put the house lights on timers 
before going on vacation. 

— see also old-timer, two-timer 

time—re-lease /'taimn'li:s/ adj : releasing a drug slowly 
over a period of time instead of all at once ■ time-release cap¬ 
sules/tablets 

times /'taimz/ prep : multiplied by ■ Two times two is/equals 
four. — see also ‘time 17 

time—sav-ing / , taim,seivirj/ adj : making it possible to do 
something quickly : causing something to happen or end 
faster ■ microwaves, washing machines, and other time¬ 
saving devices of the 20th century • The company imple¬ 
mented new time-saving measures to increase productivity. 

— time—sav-er /'tarniiseiva 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] ■ This 
new shortcut is a real time-saver. 

time-scale /'taim,skeil/ noun, pi -scales [count] 

1 : a period of time whose size can be compared to other pe¬ 
riods of time ■ When considered on the 4.6 billion year time- 
scale of the Earth, our lives can seem insignificant. 

2 chiefly Brit: time frame ■ What is the timescale for com¬ 
pletion of the work? 

time—share /'taimjea*/ noun, pi -shares [count] : a vaca¬ 
tion home that is owned or rented by several people who use 
it at different times of the year ■ They own a time-share in 
Florida. 

— time—shar-ing /‘taimjenq/ noun [noncount] 

time sheet noun, pi ~ sheets [count] : a piece of paper 
that you use to record the hours that you worked each day 


time signature noun, pi ~ -tures [count] : a number that 
is written at the beginning of a piece of music and that shows 
the number and length of the beats in each measure 
times sign noun, pi ~ signs [count] : the symbol x that is 
used to show that two numbers are to be multiplied 
times table noun, pi ~ tables [count] : multiplication 

TABLE 

time switch noun, pi ~ switches [count] Brit : timer 2b 
time-ta-ble /'taim,teib3l/ noun, pi -ta-bles [count] 

1 : a plan of things that need to be done and the times they 
will be done — often + for ■ In planning for the project, you 
should include a list of goals and a timetable [=; schedule] for 
achieving those goals. ■ The agency set a strict/rigid/tight 
timetable for completing the work. 

2 chiefly Brit: a list of the times when something (such as a 
bus, train, or airplane) is expected to leave or arrive • a bus 
timetable [=((/5) schedule] 

3 Brit : a written or printed list of activities and the times 
when they will be done - There have been a few changes to 
the class timetable. [=(1/5) schedule] 

— time-table verb -tables; -tabled; -tabling [+ obj] chief¬ 
ly Brit ■ The meeting is timetabled [=scheduled] for 10 a.m. 
= The meeting is timetabled to begin at 10 a.m. 

time—test-ed /'taim,test3d/ adj, chiefly US : done or used 
for a long time and proved to be effective • These time-tested 
methods have worked for farmers for hundreds of years, 
time trial noun, pi ~ trials [count]: a race in which compet¬ 
itors are timed as they race over a course and the one who 
completes the course in the least amount of time is the win¬ 
ner ■ He posted the second best lap in the time trials. 
time warp noun, pi ~ warps [count] : a feeling, state, or 
place in which time seems to stop, go backward, etc. ■ Walk¬ 
ing into the castle was like entering a time warp. - She dresses 
like someone caught/stuck/trapped in a 1950s time warp. 
[-she dresses in styles from the 1950s] 
time-worn / , taim,woa i n/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : in bad condition because of age • a timeworn sweater with 
holes in the sleeves ■ The houses on the street are all time¬ 
worn and badly in need of repair. 

2 : no longer interesting or effective because of being old or 
used too often ■ a timeworn joke/excuse ■ He gave us the 
same timeworn speech about the need to work hard. 

time zone noun, pi ~ zones [count] : any one of the 
world’s 24 divisions that has its own time Each time zone 
is one hour earlier than the time zone directly to the east. ■ 
We flew west and landed in a different time zone. 
tim-id /'timad/ adj [more most ~] : feeling or showing a 
lack of courage or confidence • She’s very timid and shy 
when meeting strangers. ■ He gave her a timid smile. 

— ti-mid-i-ty /ta'midati/ noun [noncount] — tim-id-ly 
/'timadli/ adv ■ She timidly entered the room. 

tim-ing /'taimig/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the time when something happens or is done especially 
when it is thought of as having a good or bad effect on the 
result ■ The timing of the sale could not have been better. 

2 : the ability to choose the best moment for some action, 
movement, etc. ■ Her timing was a little off and she missed 
the shot. ■ an athlete with impeccable timing 

tim-O-rous /‘timaras/ adj [more most ~] formal : easily 
frightened : fearful ■ a shy and timorous teenager ■ He 
spoke with a timorous voice. 

— tim-o-rous-ly adv ■ She timorously approached the teach¬ 
er. — tim-o-rous-ness noun [noncount] 

tim-pa-ni /‘timpani/ noun [plural] music : a set of two or 
three large drums (called kettledrums) that are played by 
one performer in an orchestra — see picture at percussion 

— tim-pa-nist /'timpaiust/ noun, pi -nists [count] 
tin /'tin/ noun, pi tins 

1 [noncount] : a soft, shiny, bluish-white metal that has many 
different uses 

2 [count] a : a container or plate made of metal ■ a pie tin 
b : a decorative metal box with a cover or lid ■ a tin of bis¬ 
cuits/tobacco c chiefly Brit: 2 can la ■ a tin of tomatoes ■ 
sardine tins d Brit: ' pan la ■ a roasting tin 

— tin adj ■ a tin kettle/roof 

tinc-ture /'tiqktfa 1 / noun, pi -tures [count] technical : a 
medicine that is made of a drug mixed with alcohol ■ a tinc¬ 
ture of iodine ■ medicinal tinctures 
tin-der /'tinda 1 / noun [noncount] : dry material (such as 
wood or grass) that bums easily and can be used to start a 
fire : kindling 
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tin*der-bOX /'tmda^birks/ noun, pi -box-es [count] 

1 : a box that holds material that can be used to start a fire 
easily : a container for tinder 

2 a : a structure that would bum very quickly if it caught on 
fire ■ That old house is really a tinderbox. b : a place or sit¬ 
uation that could suddenly become very violent ■ The cam¬ 
pus was a tinderbox [-powder keg ] on the verge of a riot. 

tine /'tain/ noun, pi tines [count] : one of the thin, pointed 
parts on a fork : prong • One of the fork's tines was bent, 
tin ear noun, pi ~ ears [count] chiefly US : a lack of ability 
to hear something (such as music or speech) in an accurate 
and sensitive way ■ My wife is a talented musician, but I have 
a tin ear. • a writer with a tin ear for dialogue [=who writes di¬ 
alogue that does not sound real] 
tin-foil /’tin,foj9l/ noun [noncount] : a thin sheet of shiny 
metal that is used especially for cooking or storing food ■ 
Wrap the leftover food in tinfoil. • a piece of tinfoil 
1 tinge /‘tmcfe/ noun, pi ting*es [count] : a slight color, flavor, 
or quality • showing a tinge of color ■ dark hair with reddish 
tinges ■ a tinge [=hint] of mystery/regret 
2 tinge verb tinges; tinged; tinge-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to give a small amount of color to (something) ■ The ink 
tinged his fingers blue. — often used as (be) tinged • The sky 
was tinged with red. ■ trees tinged in yellow and orange 

2 : to give a small amount of some quality to (something) — 
usually used as (be) tinged with ■ Her days were tinged with 
sadness. ■ a comment tinged with sarcasm [=a somewhat sar¬ 
castic comment] 

tin-gle /’tiQggl/ verb tin-gles; tin-gled; tin-gling [no obj] 

1 : to have a feeling like the feeling of many small sharp 
points pressing into your skin ■ My arm/leg was numb and 
tingling. 

2 : to feel an emotion (such as excitement) very strongly ■ 
Everyone was tingling with excitement. [=everyone was very 
excited! — see also spine-tingling 

— tingle noun, pi tingles [count] * The music sent tingles up 
and down my spine. — tingling noun [noncount] ■ The pa¬ 
tient felt numbness, tingling , and pain in her left leg. — tin- 
gly /’tiQgali/ adj tin-gli-er; -est ■ a tingly sensation 

tin-horn /'ti^hoa'n/ noun, pi -horns [count] US, informal + 
disapproving : a person who talks and acts like someone who 
is strong and powerful but who is really weak, unimportant, 
etc. — usually used before another noun ■ a tinhorn dictator/ 
tyrant 

1 tin-ker /'tujkay verb -kers; -kered; -ker-ing [no obj] : to 
try to repair or improve something (such as a machine) by 
making small changes or adjustments to it ■ He was tinkering 
in the garage. — often + with ■ The car wouldn’t start, but 
my brother tinkered with the engine a little and got it going 
again. ■ They are still tinkering (around) with the details of 
the plan. 

— tin«ker>er /'tiqkara'/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

2 tinker noun, pi -kers [count] : a person who in the past trav¬ 
eled to different places and made money by selling or repair¬ 
ing small items (such as pots and pans) 
tink-er’s damn also tink-er’s dam /'tirjk^z'dsem/ noun 
[singular] US, injormal : the smallest possible amount — 
used like damn in negative statements • He obviously doesn’t 
give a tinker’s damn [=doesn't care at all! about what hap¬ 
pens. ■ If you ask me, his opinions aren’t worth a tinker’s 
damn. [=aren’t worth anything] 

Tin-ker-toy /'tiijka^toi/ trademark — used for a construc¬ 
tion toy with parts that fit together 
1 tin>kle /'tirjkol/ verb tin-kles; tin-kled; tin-kling 

1 : to make sounds like the sounds of a small bell [no obj] 
The ice tinkled in the glass. • A piano was tinkling in the 
background. [+ obj] He tinkled a small bell. 

2 [no obj] informal: to pass urine from the body : urinate 

— used especially by small children ■ The little boy said he 
had to tinkle. 

2 tinkle noun, pi tinkles 

1 [count] : the sound produced by a small bell or a similar 
sound ■ the tinkle of wineglasses 

2 [singular] Brit, informal : a telephone call ■ Give me a tinkle 
[=call me] when you have the time. 

3 [singular] informal: the act of passing urine from the body 

— used especially by small children ■ The little boy said he 
had to have/take a tinkle. [=he had to urinate/pee] 

— tin-kly /'tnjkgli/ adj • a tinkly sound 

tinned /'tmd/ acjj, Brit : preserved in a metal or glass con¬ 
tainer : canned • tinned ham/peaches/tuna 
tin-ni-tUS /'tingtas, tg'naitas/ noun [noncount] medical : a 


condition that causes you to hear ringing or roaring sounds 
that only you can hear 

tin-ny /'tini/ af#tin-ni-er; -est : having a high and unpleas¬ 
ant sound ■ a tinny voice ■ The music sounded tinny. 
tin opener noun, pi ~ -ers [count] Brit: can opener 
Tin Pan Alley noun [noncount ] : an area in a city where 
people who write and produce popular music live and work 
tin—pot /'tin'pad/ adj, always used before a noun, informal + 
disapproving : of little worth or importance : two-bit • a tin- 
pot dictator/tyrant 
tin-sel /'tms9l/ noun [noncount] 

1 : thin strips of shiny metal or paper that are used as deco¬ 
ration • I like to decorate the Christmas tree with tinsel. 

2 : something that seems attractive or appealing but is of lit¬ 
tle worth ■ He’s not attracted to the tinsel and glitter of Hol¬ 
lywood. 

Tin-Sel-town /'tms9l,taun/ noun, informal — used as a 
name for Hollywood, California ■ young actors seduced by 
Tinseltown — often used before another noun ■ Tinseltown 
films/stars 

1 tint /'tint/ noun, pi tints 

1 [count] : a small amount of color ■ a photo with a sepia tint 
• green with a yellowish tint 

2 a [count, noncount] : dye used to change the color of hair 
b [ singular ] : an act of changing the color of hair by using 
dye ■ She got a red tint at the salon. 

2 tint verb tints; tint-ed; tint-ing [+ obj] : to give a small 
amount of color to (something) ■ They tinted the water with 
blue dye. • She wanted to have her hair tinted. [=dyed] 

- tinted adj • tinted glasses/lenses/windows 
tin-tin-nab-u-la-tion /(tint^nsbjg'leijan/ noun, pi -tions 

[count] literary : the sound of ringing bells 
tin-type /'tinitaip/ noun, pi -types [count] US : an old type 
of photograph that was made on a piece of metal 
ti-nv /'taini/ ad) ti-ni-er; -est : very small ■ a tiny baby bird ■ 
The computer chips were tiny. • He’s from a tiny town that 
you’ve probably never heard of. ■ the tiniest of openings • 
There’s just one tiny little problem. ■ Aren’t you even a tiny 
bit scared? 

1 tlp /'tip/ verb tips; tipped; tip-ping 

1 : to turn or move something so that it is not straight or lev¬ 
el : to cause something to lean or slant : tilt [+ obj] She 
tipped her head to the left. ■ He tipped his glass and spilled 
some water. ■ He tipped his chair back and fell over, [no obj] 
The glass tipped slightly and some of the water spilled out. 

2 [+ obj chiefly Brit : to cause (something) to move or fall 
from a place, container, etc. • She tipped [-poured] the batter 

. into a large bowl. 

tip over [phrasal verb] tip over or tip (something) over or tip 
over (something) : to fall over or to cause (something) to 
fall over • The glass nearly tipped over. • He accidentally 
tipped the lamp over and broke it. 
tip the scales 1 or tip the balance : to change a situation 
so that one person, group, etc., is more able or likely to 
succeed : to give an advantage to someone or something ■ 
Both candidates are qualified, but her experience tips the 
scales in her favor. 2 tip the scales at : to have (a speci¬ 
fied weight) ■ He tips the scales at 285 pounds. [=he weighs 
285 pounds] 

tip up [phrasal verb] tip (something) up or tip up (something) 
: to move or cause (something) to move so that one end is 
lifted up ■ She tipped up the lid of the box and looked in¬ 
side. 

tip your cap/hat 1 : to touch your hat or cap or to lift it off 
your head as a way of greeting or saying goodbye to some¬ 
one ■ He tipped his hat to her as she walked past. 2 — 
used informally to say that you admire or respect someone 
■ I really have to tip my hat to those people for all their 
hard work. 

tip your hand : to show what you are planning to do ■ The 
company wants to avoid tipping its hand about its decision 
until next month. 

- compare 4 tip, 6 tip, 8 tip 

2 tip noun, pi tips 

1 [singular] : the act of touching your hat or cap or lifting it 
off your head as a way of greeting or saying goodbye to 
someone : the act of tipping your hat • With a tip of his hat, 
he said goodbye and headed out the door. 

2 [count] Brit a : a place where rubbish is left : dump b 
informal : a very messy place : dump ■ This place is a real 
tip ! 

- compare 3 tip, 5 tip, 7 tip, 9 tip 




1729 


tip • ’tis 


3 tie noun, pi tips [count] : the end of something that is usually 
long and thin ■ a pencil tip ■ the tips of her fingers ■ the tip of a 
ski ■ The village is located at the southern tip of the island. 
on the tip of your tongue 1 4- If a word, name, etc., is on 
the tip of your tongue, you know it but cannot remember it. 
■ His name is (right) on the tip of my tongue. 2 ^ If a state¬ 
ment is on the tip of your tongue , you nearly say it but de¬ 
cide not to say it. ■ A sarcastic reply was on the tip of her 
tongue. 

the tip of the iceberg see iceberg 

- compare 2 tip, s tip, 7 tip, 9 tip 

“tip verb tips; tipped; tip-ping [+ obj] sports : to hit or push 
(a moving ball or hockey puck) lightly so that it changes di¬ 
rection • The hockey player tipped the puck into the net. 

- see also tip-in 

tip off [phrasal verb ] of a basketball game : 2 start ■ The 
game is scheduled to tip off at 7:00 o’clock tonight. — see 
also 2 tip-off 

- compare ‘tip, 6 tip, 8 tip 

5 tip noun, pi tips [count] sports : an act of lightly pushing or 
hitting a moving ball or hockey puck to make it change di¬ 
rection ■ a foul tip — compare 2 tip, 3 tip, 7 tip, 9 tip 
6 tip verb tips; tipped; tipping [+ obj] 

1 : to give useful or secret information to (someone) ■ Some¬ 
one tipped [-told] the police about their plans. — see also tip 
off (below) 

2 Brit : to say that someone or something is likely to suc¬ 
ceed, win, etc. ■ The new book is being tipped [= touted] as a 
probable best seller. 

tip off [phrasal verb] tip (someone) off or tip off (someone) 
: to give useful or secret information to (someone) ■ Some¬ 
one tipped off the police about the robbery. ■ Someone 
tipped them off that there would be a robbery. — see also 
‘tip-off 

tip (someone) the wink Brit, informal: to give secret infor¬ 
mation to (someone) ■ How could he have known about 
the plan? Someone must have tipped him the wink. 

- compare ‘tip, 4 tip, 8 tip 
7 ti P noun, pi tips [count] 

1 : a piece of advice or useful information ■ She got a tip on 
how to prepare for the test. ■ tips for saving money ■ The 
book provides some good household cleaning tips. 

2 : a piece of secret information given by a person who has 
special knowledge about something ■ an insider’s tip on when 
to sell the stock ■ The police got a tip about the suspect from 
an informer. • I got a hot tip about a great new restaurant. 

- compare 2 tip, 3 tip, s tip, 9 tip 

8 tip verb tips; tipped; tipping : to give an extra amount of 
money to someone who performs a service for you : to give 
a tip to (someone) [+ obj] Did you remember to tip the wait¬ 
er/waitress? ■ How much should I tip for a haircut? [no obj] 
She always tips generously. — compare ‘tip, 4 tip, 6 tip 

- tip'per /'tips 1 / noun, pi -pers [count] ■ She is a generous 
tipper. 

9 tip noun, pi tips [count] : an extra amount of money that you 
give to someone (such as a waitress or waiter) who performs 
a service for you ■ I left/gave the waitress a good/generous 
tip. ■ The doorman earned a lot in tips over the holiday sea¬ 
son. — compare 2 tip, 3 tip, 5 tip, 7 tip 
tipi variant spelling of tepee 

tip—in /'t p,m/ noun, pi -ins [count] US, sports : a goal that is 
scored by lightly pushing or touching a moving ball or hock¬ 
ey puck so that it goes into the basket or net from a short 
distance away ■ She scored the winning basket/goal on a tip- 
in. 

1 tip—off /'tip,a:f/ noun, pi -offs [count] 

1 : a warning that something (such as a crime) is going to 
happen ■ The police received a tip-off about the robbery 
from an informer. — see also tip off at 6 tip 

2 : a clear sign or indication of something ■ The worried ex¬ 
pression on his face was a tip-off that something had gone 
wrong. 

- compare 2 tip-off 

2 tip-off noun, pi -offs [count] basketball : the start of a game 
when the ball is thrown in the air and a player from each 
team jumps up and tries to get the ball ■ We arrived at the 
arena just a few minutes before tip-off. — compare ‘tip- 
OFF; see also tip off at 4 tip 

tipped /'tipt/ adj : having a specified color or material on 
the end or tip ■ red flowers tipped with yellow — often used 
in combination ■ silver-ripped hair ■ a diamond-ripped drill bit 
1 tip*ple /'tipal/ verb tip-pies; tip-pled; tip-piing [no obj] in¬ 


formal : to drink alcohol ■ He gave up tippling. 

— tip-pier /'tipaW noun, pi tip-piers [count] ■ a heavy tip¬ 
pler [=a person who drinks a lot of alcohol] 

2 tipple noun.pl tipples [count] informal : an alcoholic drink" 
His preferred/favorite tipple is whiskey. 
tip-Ster /'tipstay noun, pi -sters [count]: a person who gives 
useful information to someone ■ An anonymous tipster re¬ 
ported the crime. 

tip-sy /'tipsi/ adj tip-si-er; -est [or more most ~] infor¬ 
mal : unsteady or foolish from drinking : slightly drunk ■ I 
got a little tipsy at the party last night. 

1 tip-toe / l tip,tou/ noun 

on tiptoe or on (your) tiptoes : with your toes touching the 
ground and your heels raised up ■ She had to stand on tip¬ 
toe to reach the shelf. ■ He stood on his tiptoes trying to see 
over the crowd. "He walked on tiptoe to avoid waking the 
children. 

2 tiptoe verb -toes; -toed; -toe-ing [no obj] : to walk with 
your heels raised up and only your toes touching the ground 
■ She tiptoed through the puddle. ■ He tiptoed quietly around 
the house to avoid waking the children. 
tiptoe around [phrasal verb] tiptoe around (something) : to 
avoid talking about (something) : to talk about (some¬ 
thing) only in an indirect way ■ They tiptoed around the 
subject of her poor health. 

3 tiptOe adv : with your toes touching the ground and your 
heels raised up ■ She had to stand tiptoe to reach the shelf. 

1 tip—top /'tip'tccp/ noun, pi -tops [count] informal : the high¬ 
est point of something ■ the very tip-top of the mountain 
2 tip—top adj, informal ; very good : excellent or great ■ The 
car is in tip-top shape/condition, 
ti-rade /‘tai,reid/ noun, pi -rades [count] : a long and angry 
speech ■ He went into a tirade about the failures of the gov¬ 
ernment. ■ The coach directed a tirade at the team after the 
loss. 

1 tire /'tajay verb tires; tired; tir-ing 

1 [no obj] : to lose energy and begin to feel that you need to 
rest: to become tired ■ I tired long before the race was over. ■ 
The pitcher seems to be tiring. 

2 [+ obj] : to cause (someone) to lose energy : to make 
(someone) tired ■ The long hike tired the younger children. 

— often + out ■ Shoveling snow tires me out. 

tire of [phrasal verb] tire of (something) : to become bored 
by (something) : to stop being interested in (something) " 
He soon tired of doing the same work every day. ■ They 
eventually tired of life on the road. ■ She never tires of lis¬ 
tening to music. 

2 tire (US) or Brit tyre /‘tajay noun, pi tires [count] : a rubber 
ring that usually contains air and that fits around the wheel 
of a car, bicycle, etc. ■ bicycle/automobile tires ■ a flat tire 

— see pictures at bicycle, car; see also snow tire, spare 
tire 

tired adj [more most ~] 

1 : feeling a need to rest or sleep : weary • I was really tired 
after the long trip. ■ She’s too tired to go out tonight. ■ tired 
muscles ■ The children were tired after the hike. — see also 

DOG-TIRED 

2 : bored or annoyed by something because you have heard 
it, seen it, done it, etc., for a long time — + of • He’s tired of 
working for other people. ■ Are you tired of your job? ■ I got 
tired of listening to her. ■ She never gets tired of their music. ■ 
I’m sick and tired of [=very tired of] your complaining. 

3 disapproving : used over and over again ■ We had to listen 
to the same old tired excuses again. ■ a tired joke 

4 : worn down by long use : run-down ■ a neighborhood of 
tired houses ■ a tired old town 

— tired-ly adv ■ She tiredly leaned her head back. — tired¬ 
ness noun [noncount] 

tire-leSS /'tajalas/ adj : working very hard with a lot of en¬ 
ergy for a long time : never seeming to get tired ■ He’s a tire¬ 
less worker. ■ She has been a tireless advocate for reform. 

— tire-less-ly adv ■ She has worked tirelessly to help the 
homeless. 

tire-SOme /'tajasom/ adj [more most ~] : causing you to 
feel bored, annoyed, or impatient ■ a tiresome [-boring] lec¬ 
ture ■ All those stories about his childhood can become tire¬ 
some after a while. 

— tire-some-ly adv 

tiring adj [more most ~] : causing you to feel tired ■ The 
work was very tiring. 

’tis /'tiz, taz/ old-fashioned + literary — used as a contraction 
of “it is” ■ Tis the season to be jolly. 
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tis-sue /'ti/u/ noun, pi -sues 

1 [count] : a piece of soft and very thin paper that is used es¬ 
pecially for cleaning ■ a box of tissues ■ She wiped her nose 
with a tissue. • a facial tissue 

2 : the material that forms the parts in a plant or animal 
[noncount] a sample of brain/lung/muscle tissue ■ a tissue 
sample [plural] The drug can damage the body’s tissues. 

3 [noncount] : tissue paper ■ a box wrapped in tissue 

a tissue of lies chiefly Brit : a story or report that is com¬ 
pletely false : a story that is full of lies ■ The article was 
nothing but a tissue of lies. 

tissue paper noun [noncount] : thin paper used especially 
for covering or wrapping something 
1 tit /'tit/ noun, pi tits [count] informal + often offensive : a wom¬ 
an’s breast — usually plural — compare 2 tit 
2 tit noun, pi tits [count] : a small European bird — compare 
1 TIT 

ti-tan /'taitn/ noun, pi -tans [count] 

1 Titan : one of a family of giants in Greek mythology 

2 : an extremely large and powerful person, company, etc. ■ 
media titans • a titan of industry ■ multinational titans 

thtarMC /tai'taemk/ adj [more most —]: very great in size, 
force, or power : gigantic ■ They put up a titanic struggle. ■ 
The batter hit a titanic home run. ■ a titanic explosion 
ti*ta*ni*um /tai'temijom/ noun [noncount] : a very strong 
and light silvery metal 
titbit Brit spelling of tidbit 

tit-fer /'titfa'/ noun, pi -fers [count] Brit, informal : hat 
tit for tat Atitf^'tast/ noun [noncount] : a situation in which 
you do something to harm someone who has done some¬ 
thing harmful to you ■ a tit for tat between two rival politi¬ 
cians 

— tit—for—tat adj ■ tit-for-tat bombings 

tithe /'tai5/ noun, pi tithes [count] : an amount of money 
that a person gives to a church which is usually equal to Vio 
of that person’s income 

tit-iMate Ait3,leit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -lat-ing : to inter¬ 
est or excite (someone) in an enjoyable and often sexual way 
[+ obf a film made to titillate the audience [no obj] writing 
that titillates and provokes 

— titillating adj [more most ~] ■ titillating gossip ■ an in¬ 
tentionally titillating movie — tit*il-la-tion Atita'lei/an/ 
noun [noncount] ■ sexual titillation 

1 tittle /'taitj/ noun, pi ti«tles 

1 [count] : the name given to something (such as a book, 
song, or movie) to identify or describe it ■ What was the title 
of that book you were reading last week? ■ The title of the 
first chapter is “Getting Started.” — see also subtitle 

2 [count] : a published book ■ The company published 25 
new titles last year. ■ This is one of our best-selling titles. 

3 [count] : a word or name that describes a person’s job in a 
company or organization ■ Her title is Vice President of Mar¬ 
keting. ■ He has an impressive job title. 

4 [count] : a word (such as Sir or Doctor ) or an abbreviation 
(such as Mr. or Dr.) that is used with someone’s name to 
show that person’s rank, profession, or marital status 

5 [count] : the status or position of being the champion in a 
sport or other competition ■ He won the batting title [= cham¬ 
pionship ] last year. ■ He currently holds the heavyweight title. 
• The school has won six basketball titles. 

6 law a [noncount] : a legal right to the ownership of prop¬ 
erty ■ The court ruled that he had title to the land, b [count] 
: a document which shows that someone owns property ■ 
Did he find the title to his car? 

rejoice in the title of see rejoice 
2 title verb titles; titled; tilling [+ obj ] : to give a name or ti¬ 
tle to (something) : to call (a book, song, movie, etc.) by a ti¬ 
tle ■ She titled the book The Story of My Life. ■ a movie titled 
Gone With the Wind 
3 title adj, always used before a noun 

1 : having the same name as a movie, play, etc. 'He played 
the title role in Hamlet. [=he played the role of Hamlet in the 
play Hamlet] • the title song/track on the CD 

2 : of, relating to, or involving a championship ■ The title 
game/match [=the game/match that decides who wins the 
championship] will be played tonight. 

titled adj : having a title (such as “Lord” or “Lady”) : belong¬ 
ing to the highest social class ■ a titled British family ■ a mem¬ 
ber of the titled ranks 

ti-tle-hold*er /'taithhoulda 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who has won a championship title in a sport 
: champion ■ the heavyweight boxing titleholder 


2 law : a person, company, etc., that owns property 
title page noun, pi pages [count]: a page in the front of 
a book that includes the book’s title 
tbtlist /‘taitlist/ noun, pi -tlists [count] US : a person who 
holds a title as champion : champion ■ the heavyweight ti- 
tlist 

tit-mouse /'tit,maus/ noun, pi tit*mice /'tit,mais/ [count] 
: a small American bird 

tiMer /'tita 1 / verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing [no obf] : to laugh 
in a quiet and nervous way ■ Some people in the audience tit¬ 
tered nervously during an awkward pause in the speech. 

— titter noun, pi -ters [count] • There were a few titters in the 
classroom. 

tit-tie — tat-tie /'tit|,taetl/ noun [noncount] chiefly Brit, infor¬ 
mal : talk about things that are not important or interesting ■ 
gossipy tittle-tattle about celebrities 
tit-ty /'titi/ noun, pi -ties [count] informal + offensive : a 
woman’s breast — usually plural 
tit«U*lar /■titfato/ adj 

1 : having an important or impressive title but not having 
the power or duties that usually go with it ■ Although retired, 
he remains the titular chairman of the company. ■ the coun¬ 
try’s titular head/ruler/monarch 

2 : having the name of the character that is featured in the 
title of a movie, play, etc. ■ He played the titular [=title] role 
in Hamlet. [=he played the role of Hamlet in the play Ham¬ 
let] 

fix /'tiks/ noun [plural] US, informal : tickets ■ concert tix for 
sale 

tiz*zy /'tizi/ noun [singular] informal: a state in which you 
feel very worried, upset, and confused ■ She’s always getting 
in/into a tizzy over minor things. — called also [Brit) tix 
/'tiz/ 

TKO Atii.kei'ou/ noun, pi TKOs [count] : technical 

KNOCKOUT 

TLC / ,ti:,el'si :/ noun [noncount] informal: care and attention 
that is given to make someone feel better, to improve the 
bad condition of something, etc. ■ He just needed some rest 
and a little TLC. ■ It’s an old house that needs some TLC. *>• 
TLC is an abbreviation of “tender loving care.” 

TM abbr trademark 
TN abbr Tennessee 

TNT/ ,ti:,en'ti:/ noun [noncount] : a very powerful explosive 
1 tO /'tu:, ta/ prep 

— used to indicate that the following verb is in the infini¬ 
tive form ■ I like to swim. ■ “7o be, or not to be—that is the 
question ...” —Shakespeare, Hamlet (1600) ■ That’s a tough 
question to answer. ■ I have an appointment to keep. ■ The 
soup is too hot to eat. ■ Do you need to use this? ■ I have to go 
now. ■ To look at him, you’d never think he was 80! ■ I didn’t 
really like the movie, to be honest. — often used by itself in 
place of an infinitive verb when the verb is understood ■ You 
can go if you want to. [=you can go if you want to go] ■ “You 
left the door unlocked.” “I didn’t mean to." 

2 a — used to indicate the place, person, or thing that some¬ 
one or something moves toward ■ We are flying to London 
tomorrow. ■ They climbed to the top of the mountain. ■ I sent 
the e-mail to the wrong address. ■ He was sent to the princi¬ 
pal. ■ The little girl ran to her mother, b — used to indicate 
the place where someone participates in a particular activity 
■ Where do you go to school? • She wore her new red dress to 
the party. ■ We went to lunch together. ■ This is the child's 
first visit to the dentist. 

3 — used to indicate the direction of something ■ There is a 
lake a mile to the south of here. ■ She had her back to me. 
[=her back was facing me] ■ The roads are parallel to each 
other. 

4 — used to indicate the limit or range of something ■ The 
water was up to my waist. ■ The temperature outside rose to 
100 degrees. ■ The word dates (back) to 1639. ■ The show’s 
audience is mainly men from 18 to 30 years of age. ■ The 
band plays all kinds of music from country to hard rock. ■ 
The shirt is a light to medium pink. ■ The wines we tasted 
ranged from very poor to good to excellent. ■ To my knowl¬ 
edge, she has never visited Paris. [=1 do not know of any time 
when she visited Paris] ■ I’ll do it to the best of my ability. 
[=as well as I can] 

5 a — used to indicate a particular result or end ■ The 
school was converted to an apartment building. ■ The vase 
was smashed to pieces. ■ The promotion increased her salary 
to $50,000. ■ He was sentenced to death. ■ To their surprise, 
the train left on time. ■ A firefighter came to her rescue. [=a 
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firefighter rescued her] ■ It’s 100 miles (from here) to the 
nearest town, b : according to (something) ■ The wedding 
gown was made to her specifications. [=was made in the way 
that she specified] ■ Add salt to taste. [=add as much salt as 
you want according to your taste] 

6 a — used to indicate the end of a particular period of time 
■ He works from nine to [=until, till] five. ■ Up to now, no one 
has beaten the record. ■ The movie keeps your attention 
from beginning to end. b : before the start of (something, 
such as an hour or event) ■ It is ten to six. [=it is 10 minutes 
before 6 o’clock] ■ She arrived at a quarter to five. ■ I can’t 
believe there are only five days to the wedding. ■ How long to 
kickoff? 

7 a — used to indicate the person or thing that receives an 
object or action ■ Give the letter to me. [=give me the letter] • 
The teacher spoke to his parents. ■ She showed a picture of 
her kids to me. ■ Refer to the dictionary. ■ Let me introduce 
you to my sister. ■ She was very rude to [-toward] him. ■ “He’s 
smart,” she thought to herself, b : in honor of (someone or 
something) • Let us drink to the bride and groom. ■ The peo¬ 
ple built temples to their gods. ■ The book is dedicated to her 
husband and children. 

8 a — used to indicate how people or things are related, 
connected, etc. ■ She is married to my cousin. ■ He is related 
to me. • He is the assistant to the dean. ■ You have always 
been a good friend to me. ■ I can’t find the key (that goes) to 
this door. • He owns the title to the property, b : in response 
to (something) ■ There wasn’t much I could say to that. ■ The 
answer to your question is no. ■ What would you say to a 
drink? I=would you like a drink?] ■ Her dog comes to her 
call. [=comes when she calls] 

9 — used to indicate the thing that causes something to hap¬ 
pen • She lost her mother to cancer. [=her mother died of 
cancer] 

10 — used when one person or thing is being compared to 
another ■ He prefers a good book to a movie. ■ I have a pair 
of shoes similar to those. • His followers compared/likened 
him to a god. ■ This problem is nothing to [=is nothing when 
compared to] the ones we previously had. ■ We won the 
game ten to six. I=we won the game because we had ten 
points while the other team had only six] ■ Their odds of win¬ 
ning are ten to one. 

11 — used to indicate that something is attached to or 
touches something else ■ He tied the dog’s leash to the post. ■ 
She put her hand to [=on, against] her heart. ■ He gently 
touched the bow to the violin’s strings. 

12 — used to indicate the thing that contains or includes a 
certain number or amount of something ■ The pencils come 
ten to a box. [=there are ten pencils in each box] ■ There are 
two pints to a quart. 

13 — used to indicate the sound that people hear while they 
do something or while something happens ■ Children were 
dancing to the music. ■ He woke to the sound of pouring 
rain. 

14a : in the opinion of (someone) ■ The plan is agreeable to 
all of us. ■ Her excuse sounded suspicious to me. ■ To him, 
the work seemed unnecessary, b : from the point of view of 
(someone) ■ Their marriage is news to me. [=1 did not know 
about their marriage] ■ Your problems are of no concern to 
me! 1=1 don’t care about your problems] 
to yourself — used with have to say that you are the only 
one who is using something or who is in a place ■ I finally 
had the computer (all) to myself. ■ We had the whole house 
to ourselves. [=we were the only ones in the house] 

[ Do not confuse to with too or two. \ 

2 tO /'tu:/ adv 

1 : into a state of being awake or conscious • He brought her 
to [=woke her up; made her conscious again] with smelling 
salts. ■ He came to [=he became conscious] an hour after the 
accident. 

2 chiefly Brit: into a position that is closed or almost closed ■ 
The wind blew the door to. 

to and fro : foiward and backward ■ The baby rocked to 
and fro in the swing. : from one place to another ■ The 
small boat was tossed to and fro by the waves, 
toad /'toud/ noun, pi toads [count] 

1 : a small animal that looks like a frog but has dry skin and 
lives on land — see picture at FROG 

2 informal : an unpleasant person ■ He’s such a mean little 
toad. 

toad—ill—the—hole noun [noncount] Brit : a dish made of 
sausages cooked in batter 


toad*StOOl /'toud,stall/ pi -stools [count] : a kind of 
fungus that is similar to a mushroom, that consists of a 
round cap on a short stem, and that is often poisonous 
1 toady /'toudi/ noun, pi toad-ies [count] informal + disap¬ 
proving : a person who praises and helps powerful people in 
order to get their approval ■ She’s a real toady to the boss. 
2 toady verb toadies; toad-ied; toady-ing [no obj] informal 
+ disapproving : to try to get the approval of someone power¬ 
ful by saying and doing helpful and friendly things that are 
not sincere : to be a toady ■ He’s always toadying to the boss. 
1 toast /'toust/ noun [noncount] : bread that has been sliced 
and then made crisp and brown by heat ■ a piece of toast ■ I 
had toast for breakfast. — see also french toast 
(as) warm as toast see ‘warm 

be toast informal : to be in a lot of trouble ■ If anyone finds 
out about this, we’re toast. : to be completely ruined, de¬ 
feated, etc. ■ His career is toast. [=is finished/ruined] 

— compare 3 toast 

2 toast verb toasts; toast-ed; toast-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make (food, such as bread) crisp and brown by heat • 
He toasted the bread in the oven. ■ (Brit) a toasted cheese 
sandwich I =(US) a grilled cheese sandwich] 

2 : to warm (yourself or part of your body) by being close to 
a fire or some other source of heat ■ He was toasting his feet 
by the fire. 

— compare 4 toast 

3 toast noun, pi toasts [count] : an occurrence in which 
words are said that honor someone, express good wishes, 
etc., and people take a drink to show that they agree with 
what has been said • He made/proposed a toast to the bride 
and groom. ■ Everyone drank a toast to the bride and groom. 
the toast of : a person who is very popular in (a particular 
place) or among (a particular group of people) ■ After she 
won the championship, she was the toast of the town. ■ He’s 
the toast of society. 

— compare ‘toast 

"toast verb toasts; toasted; toasting [+ obf : to drink a 
toast to (someone) ■ Everyone toasted the bride and groom. 

— compare 2 toast 

toast-er /'tousta 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : an electrical device 
used for toasting bread — see picture at KITCHEN 
toaster oven noun, pi ~ -ens [count] US : a small oven in 
which food is toasted, heated, or cooked — see picture at 

KITCHEN 

toast-mas-ter /'toust, maesta\ Brit 't3ust,ma:st3/ noun . pi 
-ters [count]: a person who introduces the speakers at a for¬ 
mal occasion (such as a banquet) 
toasty /'tousti/ adj toast-i-er; -est US, informal : comfort¬ 
ably warm ■ The room was nice and toasty. 
tO'baC'CO /ta'baekou/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a plant that produces leaves which are smoked in ciga¬ 
rettes, pipes, etc. ■ a farm that grows tobacco 

2 : the leaves of the tobacco plant used for smoking or 
chewing ■ chewing/pipe tobacco 

3 : products (such as cigars or cigarettes) that are made 
from tobacco • a state tax on tobacco ■ the tobacco industry 

tO*bac-CO-nist /ta'bgekamst/ noun, pi -nists 

1 [count] : a person who sells tobacco and tobacco products 
(such as cigarettes) 

2 the tobacconist or the tobacconist’s : a store where tobac¬ 
co and tobacco products are sold ■ He bought some cigars at 
the tobacconist’s. 

to—be /ta'bi:/ adj — used to indicate what someone will be at 
a future time; used in combination ■ his brid e-to-be [=his fu¬ 
ture bride] ■ the father-to-be 

’tobog.gan 

/ts'bccgsn/ noun, pi 
-gans [count] : a long, 
light sled that has a 
curved front and that is 
used for sliding over 
snow and ice 

toboggan verb -gans; 

-ganed; -gan-ing [no 

obj] : to ride on a to¬ 
boggan especially down a hill ■ 
the hill. 

tOC-ca-ta /ta'kaita/ noun, pi -tas [count] music : a piece of 
music for the piano or a similar instrument that is played 
very quickly 

1 tO*day /ts'dei/ noun [noncount] 



toboggan 

■ The kids tobogganed down 
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1 : this day ■ Is today a holiday? ■ Have you read today's 
newspaper? ■ The sale ends a week from today . [=in one 
week} 

2 : the present time ■ the computers of today = today’s com¬ 


2 


1 


puters 

today adv 

1 : on, during, or for this day ■ We have to finish today. ■ Ear¬ 
lier today I saw my cousin. ■ I have an appointment later to¬ 
day. ■ They announced today that he’ll be promoted. 

2 : at the present time : nowadays ■ I worry about children 
today. • Today , more than a million people live there. ■ Cars 
aren’t built today like they were 30 years ago. 

tod-dle /'ta.dl/ verb tod>dles; tod-dled; tod-dling [no 
obj] 

1 of a young child : to walk with short, unsteady steps ■ The 
little boy toddled across the room. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to walk along 
in a slow and relaxed way ■ I toddled off/down to the pub for 
a pint. ■ She toddled off to bed. 

tod*dler /"tcudla/ noun, pi tod-dlers [count]: a young child 
who is just learning to walk 
— tod-dler-hood / , ta:dla , ,hud/ noun [noncount] 
tod-dy /'ta:di/ noun, pi -dies [count] : a hot drink made 
with whisky, sugar, and water ■ a hot toddy 
to—do /ta'du:/ noun [singular] informal : excited or angry ac¬ 
tivity that is usually not necessary or wanted ■ He made a big 
to-do [=/m«] about her birthday. ■ They’re making a big to-do 
about nothing. 

toe /‘too/ noun, pi toes [count] 

1 : one of the five separate parts at the end of your foot ■ He 
felt the sand/grass between his toes. ■ I accidentally stepped 
on her toe. ■ I stubbed my toe on the table’s leg. — see pic¬ 
ture at foot; compare finger; see also big toe 

2 : the part of a shoe or sock that covers the front part of 
your foot ■ My sock has a hole in the toe. ■ boots with steel 
toes • the toe of her boot — see picture at shoe 

3 : something that is shaped like a toe ■ the toe of the penin¬ 


sula 

dip/put/stick a toe in the water informal : to try an activity 
briefly to see if you like it ■ I’m not sure I want to join, but 
I’d like to dip a toe in the water, 
from top to toe see 'top 

keep (someone) on their toes informal : to cause someone 
to be alert and prepared to deal with problems ■ Taking 
care of three kids really keeps me on my toes. ■ The boss 
made regular inspections in order to keep employees on 
their toes. 

make your toes curl informal : to cause you to have a very 
strong and usually unpleasant feeling (such as a feeling of 
being embarrassed, annoyed, etc.) • Just thinking about my 
old boyfriend makes my toes curl, 
point your toes see 2 point 

step on someone's toes (US) or Brit tread on someone's 
toes informal : to do something that upsets or offends 
someone ■ You might step on the toes of some important 
people with this project. • I don’t want to step on anyone’s 
toes. 

toe verb toes; toed; toe-ing [+ obj] chiefly US : to touch, 
reach, or kick (something) with your toe or with the end of 
your foot ■ She toed off her shoes. ■ The pitcher toed the rub¬ 


ber. 

toe the line : to do what you are told or required to do even 
though you do not want to do it ■ We expect you to toe the 
line if you want to stay here. • He has to toe the company 
line to keep his job. 

-toed /'toud/ adj : having a toe or toes of a specified kind or 
number — used in combination ■ a \hree-toed sloth ■ steel¬ 


toed shoes 

TOEFL /'toufal/ trademark — used for a test of the language 
skills of people who have learned English as a foreign lan¬ 
guage 

toe-hold /'tou,hould/ noun, pi -holds [count] 

1 : a place where your toes may be placed when you are 
climbing a cliff, a mountain, etc. 

2 : a position that makes it possible to begin an activity or ef¬ 
fort ■ His father helped him get a toehold [-foothold] in show 
business. ■ American companies looking for toeholds in for¬ 
eign markets 

toe-nail /'touineil/ noun, pi -nails [count] : the hard cover¬ 
ing at the end of a toe — see picture at foot 
toe-rag /'tou,r£eg/ noun, pi -rags [count] Brit slang, offensive 
: a person you strongly dislike 


toe—tO—toe adv, informal — used to describe a fight in 
which two people stand close together facing each other ■ 
They fought each other toe-to-toe. ■ He went toe-to-toe (in a 
fight) with the schoolyard bully. — sometimes used figura¬ 
tively ■ They went toe-to-toe [=competed against each other in 
a very exciting way] for 18 holes of golf. 

— toe-to-toe adj ■ a toe-to-toe competition 
toff /'ta:f/ noun, pi toffs [count] Brit, informal + disapproving 
: a person who belongs to a high social class 
tof-fee /'ta.fi/ noun [noncount] : a hard, sticky candy made 
by boiling sugar and butter together 
tof-fee—nosed /'tcufi'nouzd/ adj [more most ~] Brit, in¬ 
formal + disapproving : having or showing the attitude of 
people who think they are better than other people : snob¬ 
bish ■ toffee-nosed art critics 

tO-fu /'tou.fu:/ noun [noncount] : a soft, white food made 
from soybeans and often used in vegetarian cooking instead 
of meat — called also bean curd 
tog /'ta:g/ verb togs; togged; tog-ging 
be/get togged up/out Brit, informal : to be or get dressed in 
special clothes for a particular occasion or activity ■ He got 
(himself) togged up for the meeting. 
tO-ga /'touga/ noun, pi -gas [count] : a long, loose piece of 
clothing that was worn by people in ancient Rome 

1 to-geth-er /ta'gcda'/ adv 

1 : with each other ■ They went to the party together. ■ They 
have been living together for eight years. ■ We enjoy spending 
time together. ■ The old friends were together again after 
many long years apart. ■ The partners have been in business 
together since 1971. ■ lie/sit down together 

2 : in or into one group, mixture, piece, etc. ■ They gathered 
together to celebrate. ■ The presentation binds/joins/lumps/ 
ties together several concepts. ■ Blend/Combine/Mix the in¬ 
gredients together. ■ The old fence was held together by chick¬ 
en wire. ■ two sticks of dynamite bound together by tape 

3 : in a close relationship ■ She got back together with her old 
boyfriend. ■ How long have you two been going togetherl • 
They've been together for almost five years. 

4 : so that two or more people or things touch ■ The doors 
banged together. ■ He knocked the sticks together. 

5 : at the same time ■ They all cheered together. 

6 a : to each other ■ Add the numbers together to get the to¬ 
tal. b : considered as a whole ■ All together there were 15 of 
us. ■ He earns more than all of us together. [-combined] 
usage see altogether 

come together see 'come 

get together, get your act together see get 

hang together see 'hang 

hold together see 'hold 

pull together see 'pull 

throw together see 'throw 

together with : in addition to (someone or something) ■ To¬ 
gether with myself and my husband, four people will be at¬ 
tending. ■ The comment, together with [-along with] her ex¬ 
pression, suggested that she was very upset. ■ The 
fingerprint together with the other evidence was enough to 
prove that he was there. 

together adj [more most ~J informal : confident, orga¬ 
nized, and able to deal with problems in a calm and skillful 
way ■ She’s always so together. ■ He’s a very together person. 
tO-geth-er-neSS /ta'gedanas/ noun [ noncount ] : a state or 
feeling of closeness and happiness among people who are to¬ 
gether as friends, family members, etc. ■ family togetherness • 
trying to encourage a sense of togetherness among the people 
in the community 

tog-gle /'taigal/ noun, pi tog-gles [count] 

1 : a small piece of wood, plastic, metal, etc., that is pushed 
through a loop or hole to fasten one part of something to an¬ 
other part ■ Instead of buttons, the jacket has toggles. 

2 computers : a setting that can be switched between two dif¬ 
ferent options by pressing a single key, making a single 
choice from a menu, etc. 

2 toggle verb toggles; tog-gled; tog-gling [no obj] comput¬ 
ers : to switch between two options by pressing a single key, 
making a single choice from a menu, etc. ■ The progam lets 
you toggle easily between two different views, 
toggle switch noun, pi ~ switches [count] : a switch that 
turns the flow of electricity to a machine on and off 
togs /'ta:gz/ noun [plural] Brit, informal : clothes ■ fancy 
togs 

1 toil/'tojal/ noun [noncount] formal + literary : work that is dif¬ 
ficult and unpleasant and that lasts for a long time : long. 
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hard labor ■ days of toil and sweat 
2 toil verb toils; toiled; toil-ing [no obj] formal + literary 

1 : to work very hard for a long time ■ He's been toiling 
(away) in his workshop. ■ workers toiling in the fields 

2 : to move slowly and with a lot of effort ■ They were toiling 
up a steep hill. 

— toil-er /‘toila 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 
toi-let /‘toilat/ noun, pi -lets [count] 

1 : a large bowl attached to a pipe that is used for getting rid 
of bodily waste and then flushed with water ■ flush the toilet • 
One of the kids needed to use the toilet. ■ a toilet brush/seat/ 
bowl ■ (Brit) The little boy told his mother that he had to go 
to the toilet. [=use the toilet; (US) go to the bathroom ] — see 
picture at bathroom 

2 chiefly Brit : bathroom ■ a public toilet [-restroom] • He’s 
in the toilet. [=loo ] 

3 old-fashioned : the act or process of washing and dressing 
yourself ■ a painting of a woman at her toilet 

flush something down the toilet see 2 flush 
toilet bag noun, pi ~ bags [count] Brit : a small bag that 
you use to carry a toothbrush, soap, etc., while traveling 
toilet paper noun [noncount] : thin, soft paper used to 
clean yourself after you have used the toilet — called also 
toilet tissue, (Brit) lavatory paper, see picture at bathroom 
tOi*let*rieS /■toilatriz/ noun [plural] : things (such as soap, 
lotions, etc.) that are used to clean yourself and make your¬ 
self look neat 

toilet roll noun.pl -o' rolls [count] chiefly Brit : a roll of toilet 
paper 

toilet training noun [noncount] : the process of teaching a 
small child to use the toilet — called also potty training 

— toilet train verb ~ trains; ~ trained; ~ training [+ obj] 
■ We’re planning to toilet train him next summer. — toilet- 
trained adj • The twins are toilet-trained now. 

toilet water noun [noncount] : a liquid that has a light, 
pleasant smell and that people put on their skin : a kind of 
perfume that consists mostly of water and does not have a 
strong scent 

toke /‘touk/ verb tokes; toked; tok-ing informal : to inhale 
marijuana smoke [no obj] toke on a joint [+ obj] toke a joint 

— toke noun, pi tokes [count] ■ He took a toke off the joint. 
1 to-ken /’toukan/ noun, pi -kens [count] 

1 : a round piece of metal or plastic that is used instead of 
money in some machines : an object that looks like a coin 
and is used in place of a coin ■ a bus/subway token 

2 : something that is a symbol of a feeling, event, etc. — usu¬ 
ally + of ■ Consider this gift a token of my affection/gratitude. 
■ a token of our friendship 

3 Brit : gift certificate ■ a book/record/gift token 

by the same token : for the same reason : in the same way 
— used to introduce a statement that says something more 
and often something different about the same situation re¬ 
ferred to by a previous statement ■ The result was disap¬ 
pointing, but by the same token, it could have been much 
worse. 

2 tOken adj, always used before a noun, disapproving 

1 — used to describe something that is done with very little 
effort and only to give the appearance that an effort is being 
made ■ The government has made only a token effort to end 
homelessness. ■ token resistance ■ a token gesture 

2 : included in a group only to prevent criticism that people 
of a particular kind are being unfairly left out ■ All the peo¬ 
ple who work there are men except for a couple of token 
women. ■ The ad campaign features a few token minorities. 

tO-ken-ism /’touka^izam/ noun [noncount] : the practice 
of doing something (such as hiring a person who belongs to a 
minority group) only to prevent criticism and give the ap¬ 
pearance that people are being treated fairly • Did the com¬ 
pany choose her for her merits, or merely as an act of token¬ 
ism '? 

told past tense and past participle of TELL 
tol-er-able /"tailarabal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : unpleasant but able to be accepted or tolerated ■ The 
heat was tolerable for only a short time. ■ a tolerable [= bear¬ 
able] level of pain ■ This kind of behavior is not tolerable. 
[=> acceptable ] — opposite intolerable 

2 : good enough to be accepted but not very good ■ a toler¬ 
able effort 

— tol-er-ably Aailarabli/ adv • He did tolerably well, 
tol-er-ance /’tcclarans/ noun 

1 : willingness to accept feelings, habits, or beliefs that are 
different from your own [noncount] religious tolerance 


[singular] a tolerance for/of other lifestyles — see also zero 

TOLERANCE 

2 : the ability to accept, experience, or survive something 
harmful or unpleasant [count] The plants have a high/low 
tolerance for/of heat, [noncount] I don't have much toler¬ 
ance for cold weather. [=1 dislike cold weather; cold weather 
makes me uncomfortable] ■ I have no tolerance for such be¬ 
havior. [=1 cannot accept/tolerate such behavior] 

3 medical : your body’s ability to become adjusted to some¬ 
thing (such as a drug) so that its effects are experienced less 
strongly [count] Some patients gradually develop a tolerance 
for the drug and need to be given a larger dose, [noncount] 
Some patients develop greater tolerance for the drug’s ef¬ 
fects. 

tol-er-ant /todarant/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : willing to accept feelings, habits, or beliefs that are differ¬ 
ent from your own ■ a tolerant society/community ■ tolerant 
attitudes/opinions/views — often + of • The people in the 
community are tolerant of each other’s differences. 

2 : able to allow or accept something that is harmful, un¬ 
pleasant, etc. — often + of • These plants are tolerant of hot 
climates. [=are able to live and grow in hot climates] ■ Our 
teacher is not tolerant of bad grammar. [=will not tolerate/ 
accept bad grammar] 

- tol-er-ant-ly adv 

tol-er-ate /‘tadagreit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -ating [+ obj] 

1 : to allow (something that is bad, unpleasant, etc.) to exist, 
happen, or be done ■ Our teacher will not tolerate bad gram¬ 
mar. ■ Racist or sexist behavior will not be tolerated. ■ I can’t 
tolerate that noise. ■ The government cannot tolerate lawless¬ 
ness. ■ How can you tolerate such laziness? 

2 : to experience (something harmful or unpleasant) with¬ 
out being harmed ■ These plants tolerate drought well. 

3 : to accept the feelings, behavior, or beliefs of (someone) ■ 
I don’t like my boss, but I tolerate him. 

- tol-er-a-tion /jtada'reijan/ noun [noncount] ■ religious 
toleration 

1 toll /’toul/ noun.pl tolls [count] 

1 a : an amount of money that you are required to pay for 
the use of a road or bridge • We had to stop to pay the toll. ■ a 
toll road/bridge [=a road/bridge that you can use only if you 
pay a toll] b chiefly US : an amount of money paid for a 
long-distance telephone call — see also toll call, toll- 
free 

2 ; the number of people who are killed or injured in an ac¬ 
cident, disaster, war, etc. — usually singular ■ The full/final 
toll of the disaster is not yet known. — see also death toll 
take a toll or take its toll : to have a serious, bad effect on 

someone or something : to cause harm or damage ■ If you 
keep working so hard, the stress will eventually take its toll. 
[=your health will be harmed] — often + on ■ The stress 
will take its toll on you. ■ Too much sunlight can take a 
(heavy) toll on your skin. [=can harm your skin] ■ Her ill¬ 
ness has taken a toll on her marriage. 

- compare 3 TOLL 

2 toll verb tolls; tolled; toll-ing 

1 : to ring slowly [no obj] Church bells tolled as people gath¬ 
ered for the service. [+ obj] The bells were tolled for the ser¬ 
vice. 

2 [+ obj] : to make (something) known by ringing ■ The 
church bells tolled the hour. 

3 tOll noun, pi tolls [count] 

1 : the sound of bells being rung slowly ■ The toll of the bells 
sounded throughout the village. 

2 : a single sound made by a ringing bell ■ He counted the 
tolls of the bell. 

- compare 1 toll 

toll-booth /'toulibuiQ/ noun, pi -booths [count] : a small 
building where you pay a toll to use a road or bridge 
toll call noun, pi ~ calls [count] US : a long-distance tele¬ 
phone call for which you must pay an extra amount of mon¬ 
ey — called also (Brit) trunk call 
toll-free /‘toul'fri:/ adj, US : allowing you to make a long¬ 
distance telephone call without having to pay a toll ■ a toll- 
free call/number 

- toll-free adv • call toll-free 

toll-gate /'toul,geit/ noun, pi -gates [count] : a place where 
the driver of a vehicle must pay a toll to go through a gate 
that blocks a road 

toll-house /'toul,haus/ noun, pi -hous*es [count] : a build¬ 
ing where you pay a toll to use a road or bridge 
toll plaza noun, pi ~ -zas [count]: plaza 3b 
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tom /'ta:m/ noun, pi toms [count] 

1 : TOMCAT 

2 : a male turkey 

tom-a-hawk /'tcum^hcuk/ noun, pi -hawks [count] : a 
small ax used as a weapon by Native Americans 
tO-ma-tO /ta'meitou, Brit ta'maitau/ noun, pi -toes [count] 

: a round, soft, red fruit that is eaten raw or cooked and that 
is often used in salads, sandwiches, sauces, etc. ■ crushed to¬ 
matoes — often used before another noun ■ tomato soup/ 
sauce/paste/juice — see color picture on page C4; see also 
CHERRY TOMATO, PLUM TOMATO 

tomato ketchup noun [noncount] : ketchup 
tomb /*tu:m/ noun, pi tombs [count] : a building or cham¬ 
ber above or below the ground in which a dead body is kept ■ 
the tomb of Alexander the Great 
tom-bo-la /'tccmbala, Brit tom'baula/ noun, pi -las [count] 
Brit: 'raffle 

tom-boy /'tcun^boi/ noun, pi -boys [count] : a girl who en¬ 
joys things that people think are more suited to boys 

— tom-boy-lsh /'ta:m,bojif/ adj [more most ~] ■ tomboy- 
ish behavior/clothing 

tomb-stone /'tuim.stoun/ noun, pi -stones [count] 

: GRAVESTONE 

tom-cat /'ta:m,k£et/ noun, pi -cats [count] : a male cat — 
called also tom 

Tom, Dick, and Har-ry /dccn^dikand'heri/ noun 
any/every Tom, Dick, and Harry informal : any person 
: anyone ■ We don’t just hand out jobs to every Tom, Dick, 
and Harry who walks in here. 

tome /'toum/ noun, pi tomes [count] formal : a very large, 
thick book ■ a long tome on European history 
tom-fool-ery /.tcum'fudari/ noun [noncount] old-fashioned 
: playful or silly behavior ■ There was a lot of tomfoolery go¬ 
ing on behind the scenes. 

1 tO-mor-rOW /ta'marou/ noun 

1 [noncount] : the day after today ■ Tomorrow is a school day. 
■ She is giving a presentation at tomorrow's meeting. 

2 : the future [noncount] Who knows what tomorrow may 
bring? ■ designing the car of tomorrow ■ Today’s children are 
tomorrow's leaders, [singular] All we can do is hope for a 
better tomorrow. 

like there's no tomorrow : in a quick and careless way 
without any thought about the future ■ He’s spending 
money like there's no tomorrow, [-he is spending a lot of 
money now and not saving any for the future] 
tomorrow adv : on, during, or for the day after today ■ I’ll 
finish the housework tomorrow. ■ Is it supposed to rain to¬ 
morrow ? ■ He has an interview tomorrow. ■ Tomorrow we’re 
going fishing. 

tom-tom /'taim^ccm/ noun, pi -toms [count] : a tall, nar¬ 
row drum that is usually played with the hands 
ton /'tAn/ noun, pi tons [count] 

1 pi also ton a US : a unit for measuring weight that equals 
2,000 pounds (907 kilograms) b Brit : a unit for measuring 
weight that equals 2,240 pounds (1,016 kilograms) —see 
also MEGATON, METRIC TON 

2 informal : a large amount ■ I still have a ton to do before 
the guests arrive. ■ Her purse weighs a ton. [=is very heavy] 

— often + of ■ He earns a ton of money. ■ I’ve got tons of 
homework to do. 

like a ton of bricks see 'brick 
ton-a I /'tounl/ adj 

1 technical : of or relating to musical or color tones ■ tonal 
variations 

2 music : having or based in a particular key • traditional 
tonal music — opposite atonal 

— to-nal-i-ty /tou'njelati/ noun, pi -ties [count, noncount] ■ 
the tonality of a piece of music — ton-aMy adv 

1 tone /'toon/ noun, pi tones 

1 [count] a : the quality of a person’s voice ■ She spoke in a 
sharp tone. [=she spoke sharply] ■ He replied in a friendly 
tone. ■ They spoke in hushed/conspiratorial tones. • Don’t use 
that rude tone of voice with me. b : the quality of a sound 
produced by a musical instrument or singing voice ■ the low 
tones of an organ 

2 [count] a : a quality, feeling, or attitude expressed by the 
words that someone uses in speaking or writing ■ The speech 
had religious tones to it. ■ The author’s tone shows her atti¬ 
tude toward the subject. ■ The professor’s condescending 
tone irritated some students, b : the general quality of a 
place, situation, etc. ■ the city’s upbeat tone ■ The seriousness 


of his opening statement set the tone for/of the meeting. 
[=his opening statement established that the meeting would 
be serious] 

3 [count] a : a shade of color ■ a bright, dark, or light tone 
of blue ■ the soft tones of the painting — see also earth 
tone b : a small amount of a color ■ gray with a slightly 
bluish tone [=tint] 

4 [noncount] : strength and firmness of the muscles or skin ■ 
These exercises help build muscle tone. 

5 [noncount] : the highness or lowness of a spoken syllable ■ 
a rising/falling tone — see also tone language 

6 [count] : a sound made as a signal by a machine (such as a 
telephone or answering machine) ■ Please leave a message af¬ 
ter the tone. ■ (Brit) I keep getting the engaged tone. [=(£/$) 
busy signal ; the sound which indicates that the telephone line 
is already being used] — see also dial tone, ringtone 

7 [count] music a : a sound of a particular pitch and vibra¬ 
tion ■ the different tones [=notes] of a musical scale b chiefly 
Brit : WHOLE STEP 

2 tone verb tones; toned; ton-ing [+ obj] : to give strength 
and firmness to (something, such as muscles or skin) ■ These 
exercises are a good way to tone (up) your stomach muscles. 
tone down [phrasal verb] tone (something) down or tone 
down (something) 1 : to make (something) less forceful, 
offensive, or harsh • People will be more likely to listen to 
you if you tone down your language a little. 2 : to make 
(something) less bright or colorful ■ She toned down her 
wardrobe. 

tone in [phrasal verb] tone in with (something) Brit : to 
match the color of (something) ■ That tie tones in well with 
your suit. 

toned adj 

1 : having or showing strength or firmness ■ toned muscles ■ 
his toned body 

2 : having a certain type of tone or color — used in combi¬ 
nation ■ oli ve-toned skin • sepia -toned photographs 

tone-deaf /'toun,def/ adj : unable to hear the difference 
between musical notes or sing the right musical notes 
tone language noun, pi ~ -guages [count] : a language 
(such as Chinese) in which changes in the tone of words indi¬ 
cate different meanings 
ton-er /'tounay noun, pi -ers 

1 [noncount] : a dark powder that is used like ink in ma¬ 
chines that print and copy documents ■ The copier needs 
toner. 

2 [count, noncount] : a liquid that is used to clean and tighten 
the skin 

tongs /'ta:i]z/ noun [plural] : a tool used for lifting or hold¬ 
ing objects that is made of two long pieces connected at one 
end or in the middle ■ ice/salad tongs ■ a pair of tongs 
hammer and tongs see 'hammer 
1 tongue /'tAO/ noun, pi tongues 

1 a [count] : the soft, movable part in the mouth that is used 
for tasting and eating food and in human beings for speaking 

■ The cow ran its tongue over its lips. ■ The taste of the spice 
was still on her tongue. ■ The little girl stuck her tongue out at 
me. ■ My mom shook her head and clicked her tongue 
[=made a noise with her tongue] in disapproval. — see pic¬ 
ture at MOUTH b [count, noncount] : the tongue of an ani¬ 
mal (such as an ox or sheep) that is eaten as food 

2 [count] : language ■ He spoke in a foreign tongue. ■ En¬ 
glish is my native tongue. ■ They speak the same tongue. 
— see also mother tongue 

3 [count] : a particular way or quality of speaking ■ His 
sharp/quick tongue is going to get him into trouble someday. 

■ Although she was angry, she kept a civil tongue. [=she was 
polite] ■ Watch your tongue, young man! [=don’t say rude or 
offensive things] — see also TONGUED 

4 [count] : something that is shaped like a tongue — + of ■ 
tongues of fire/flame 

5 [count] : a long flap that is under the laces or buckles of a 
shoe — see picture at shoe 

6 [count] : a long, raised part at the end of a board that ex¬ 
tends out and fits into a long cut (called a groove) in another 
board — see also tongue-and-groove 

a slip of the tongue see 2 slip 
bite your tongue see 'bite 
Cat got your tongue? see cat 

get your tongue around informal 4- If you cannot get your 
tongue around a word or phrase, you have difficulty saying 
it. ■ I can’t get my tongue around his last name. 
hold your tongue see 'hold 
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loosen someone’s tongue see loosen 
on the tip of your tongue see 3 tip 

roll/trip off the tongue : to be easy to say or pronounce ■ 
The name just rolls off the tongue, 
speak in tongues 4- Someone who is speaking in tongues is 
saying strange words that no one can understand, especial¬ 
ly as part of a religious experience. 
speak/talk with (a) forked tongue see forked 
tongues (are) wagging 4- If something sets/gets tongues 
wagging or if tongues are wagging, people are talking a lot 
about something. ■ The news of their engagement set 
tongues wagging. = Tongues were wagging over their en¬ 
gagement. 

with (your) tongue in (your) cheek: tongue in cheek ■ 
He was talking with his tongue in his cheek. 

2 tongue verb tongues; tongued; tongudng 

1 : to produce separate notes when you are blowing air 
through a musical instrument (such as a trumpet) by using 
your tongue to briefly stop the flow of air [+ obj] learning 
how to tongue notes on the clarinet [no obj] notes produced 
by tonguing 

2 [+ obj ] : to touch or lick something with your tongue ■ 
tongue a cigarette 

tongue—and—groove adj : joining pieces of wood togeth¬ 
er by having a long, raised part (called a tongue) on the edge 
of one board that fits into a long cut (called a groove) on the 
edge of another board ■ tongue-and-groove flooring 
tongued /'tAgd/ ac)j : having a particular way or quality of 
speaking — used in combination ■ smooth-tongued — see 
also SHARP-TONGUED, SILVER-TONGUED 

tongue depressor noun, pi ~ -sors [count] US : a thin 
piece of wood that is rounded at both ends and that a doctor 
uses to press down on a patient’s tongue when looking in the 
patient’s throat — called also (Brit) spatula 
tongue in cheek adv : in a way that is not serious and that 
is meant to be funny ■ The whole interview was done tongue 
in cheek. 

— tongue—in—cheek adj ■ a tongue-in-cheek comment ■ 
The movie is half serious and half tongue-in-cheek. 
tongue—lash*ing noun, pi -ings [count] informal: an oc¬ 
currence in which someone speaks in a very angry and criti¬ 
cal way to someone who has done something wrong : a se¬ 
vere scolding ■ She gave him quite a tongue-lashing when he 
failed to file the papers on time, 
tongue-tied / l tAg,taid/ adj ' unable to speak because you 
are nervous or shy ■ She became tongue-tied whenever he 
was around. 

tongue twister noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a word, name, 
phrase, or sentence that is hard to say ■ Her last name is a 
real tongue twister. 
ton*iC /'ta:nik/ noun, pi -Ics 

1 [count, noncount] : a type of water that has bubbles in it, 
has a bitter taste, and is often used in alcoholic drinks ■ gin 
and tonic — called also tonic water 

2 [count] a : something that makes you feel healthier and 
more relaxed — usually singular ■ A weekend in the moun¬ 
tains was always a tonic for him. ■ To her, classical music is a 
tonic, b : a medicine that brings you back to a normal 
physical or mental condition ■ an herbal tonic C somewhat 
old-fashioned : a liquid that is used on your hair to make it 
healthier ■ a hair tonic 

3 [count] music : the main note of a musical key 
1 tO*niqht /ta'nait/ noun [noncount] : this night or the night 

following this day ■ Tonight will be rainy. ■ Tonight's party 
should be fun. ■ He is staying until tonight. 

2 tOniaht adv : on this night or on the night following this day 
■ It is cold tonight. ■ This afternoon I’m busy, but tonight I’m 
free. ■ He’s leaving tonight. 

ton*nage /'tAnicfe/ noun, pi -nag*es [count, noncount] 

1 : the size of a ship or the total weight that it carries in tons 

2 : the total weight or amount of something in tons 
tonne /'tAn/ noun, pi tonnes [count]: metric ton 
ton-Sil/ l ta:ns3l//iow/i,p/ -slls [count ]: either one of the pair 

of round, soft parts on the inside of your throat ■ He had his 
tonsils out [=had an operation to remove his tonsils] when he 
was 10. 

ton*slMec*tO*my Atcnnsa'lektami/ noun, pi -mies [count] 
medical : an operation to remove a person’s tonsils ■ The sur¬ 
geon performed a tonsillectomy. 
ton*SlMi"tis /.tainsa'laitis/ noun [noncount] medical : a 
condition in which a person’s tonsils are painful and swollen 


ton*SUre /'tain faj noun, pi -sures [count]: a round, shaved 
area on the top of a priest’s or monk’s head 
— torvsured /'ta:nj>d/ adj ■ a tonsured monk 
tony /'touni/ adj ton*i*er; -est [also more most ~] US, in¬ 
formal : very expensive and fashionable • tony private 
schools ■ a tony restaurant/hotel 
To-ny /'touni/ noun, pi -nys [count] : an award given every 
year in New York City for the best plays, actors, directors, 
etc., in the theater ■ She won a Tbny (award) for her perfor¬ 
mance in the play. 
tOO /'tu:/ adv 

1 usually used at the end of a sentence or clause : in addition 
: also ■ We are selling the house and the furniture too. ■ He 
saw something, and she saw it too. ■ “I’m hungry.” “Me too.” ■ 

1 want to go tool ■ My new girlfriend is funny and pretty— 
and rich too. [=besides] — often used for emphasis ■ He lost 
his job—and right after he bought a house too. ■ We decided 
not to go out that night. And it was a good thing too, because 
we had a big snowstorm. ■ He finally proposed to her. It’s 
about time too. 

2 always used before an adjective or adverb ; more than what 
is wanted, needed, acceptable, possible, etc. ■ The soup is too 
hot. ■ The offer was too good to refuse. ■ This shirt is way/ 
much too big for me. ■ I’m too old for rock concerts. = I’m 
too old to go to rock concerts. ■ She is much/far too young to 
be watching this movie. ■ Thank you for your donation. You 
are too kind. [=you are very kind] ■ You gave me too many 
cards. ■ I have too much to do. ■ He works much too hard. ■ 
You work too slowly. ■ Slow down. You’re talking too fast. ■ 
Don’t stay too long. ■ It’s too late to do anything about it now. 

■ Her efforts to improve her grade were foo little, too late. 
[=her efforts were not enough and not soon enough to make 
a difference] ■ She knew all/only too well [=unfortunately, 
she knew very well] what the punishment would be. ■ This 
kind of mistake happens all too often. [=happens more often 
than it should] —see also too bad at ‘bad, too much at 
‘much 

3 always used before an adjective or adverb : to a high degree 
or extent: very or extremely — used in negative statements 
■I’m not too [=^o] sure that he’s right. [=1 think he may be 
wrong] ■ The climb up the mountain was not too hard. ■ The 
students didn't seem too interested. ■ She’s not doing too well. 

■ He doesn’t seem too upset. ■ It is not too cold outside. • He 
was none too pleased [=he was not pleased] to hear that I 
didn’t do what he asked. 

4 chiefly US, informal : most certainly • “You’re not strong 
enough to lift that box.” “I am too." [=1 am so; yes, I am] ■ “I 
didn’t do it.” “You did too." [=yes, you did (do it)] 

[ Do not confuse too with to or two. j 

took past tense of ‘take 
1 tool /'tu:l/ noun, pi tools [count] 

1 : something (such as a hammer, saw, shovel, etc.) that you 
hold in your hand and use for a particular task ■ carpentry/ 
garden tools • power tools [=tools that use electricity] ■ I don’t 
have the right tools to fix the engine. — see also hand tool, 
machine tool synonyms see ‘implement 

2 a : something that is used to do a job or activity ■ Words 
are a writer’s tools, b : something that helps to get or 
achieve something ■ Words are tools for communication. ■ A 
book’s cover can be a great marketing tool. ■ The Internet 
has become an important research tool. ■ He has the tools 
[=natural skills] to be a great pitcher. 

3 disapproving a : someone or something that is used or 
controlled by another person or group — often + a poli¬ 
tician who is just a tool of special interests ■ He claims the 
government has become a tool of giant corporations, b in¬ 
formal : a foolish person who can easily be used or tricked 
by others ■ He’s such a tool. 

4 informal + impolite : a man’s penis 
tools of the/your trade see ‘trade 

2 tOOl verb tools; tooled; tooMng 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] US, in¬ 
formal : to drive or ride in a vehicle ■ We tooled along/up/ 
down the highway. ■ I tooled around (town) all day. 

2 [♦ obj] : to shape, form, or finish (something) with a tool • 
He tooled a design on the leather belt. ■ a belt made of tooled 
leather 

tool up [phrasal verb] tool (something) up or tool up (some¬ 
thing) : to provide (a factory) with machines and tools for 
producing something ■ The factory was not tooled up for 
this type of production. 
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toolbar /'tu:l,ba&/ noun, pi -bars [count] : a row of icons 
on a computer screen that allow you to do various things 
when you are using a particular program — see picture at 
computer; compare taskbar 
tool-box /*tu:l,ba:ks/ noun, pi -box-es [count] : a box for 
storing or carrying tools — see picture at carpentry 
tool kit noun, pi ~ kits [count] : a set of tools ■ A pair of pli¬ 
ers is a good thing to have in your tool kit. 
tOOl-mak-er /'tuihmeika 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a person 
or company that makes tools • The company is a leading 
toolmaker. 

— tool-mak-ing /'tu:l,meikir)/ noun [noncount] 
tool-shed /'tuiljed/ noun, pi -sheds [count] : a small 

building for storing tools — see picture at gardening 
toorvie / , tu:ni/ noun, pi -nies [count] Canada : a coin that is 
worth two Canadian dollars 
toot /'tu:t/ verb toots; toot-ed; toot-ing 

1 [no obj ]: to make a short, high sound with a horn or whis¬ 
tle ■ She tooted [ =honked] at me as she drove past. ■ The horn 
tooted. 

2 [+ obj ] : to cause (a horn or whistle) to make a short high 
sound ■ The driver tooted [=honfced] his horn angrily. ■ The 
referee tooted [=blew] his whistle. 

toot your own horn see ‘horn 

— toot noun, pi toots [count] ■ I heard the toot of a horn. ■ 
She gave the horn a toot. [=she tooted the horn] 

tooth /'tu:0/ noun, pi teeth /'ti:0/ 

1 [count] : one of the hard white objects inside the mouth 
that are used for biting and chewing ■ The dentist will have 
to pull that tooth. ■ You should brush/clean your teeth every 
morning and night. ■ She clenched her teeth in anger. ■ He 
has a set of false teeth. • a loose tooth • tooth decay ■ She sank 
her teeth into [=bit] the apple. — see picture at mouth; see 
also BABY TOOTH, BUCK TEETH, EYETOOTH, MILK TOOTH, 
SWEET TOOTH, WISDOM TOOTH 

2 [count] : a sharp or pointed object that sticks out of some¬ 
thing and is part of a row of similar objects ■ the teeth of a 
saw/comb 

3 teeth [plural] : the power that makes something effective ■ 
drug laws with teeth ■ The labor union showed that it has 
teeth. 

a kick in the teeth see 2 kick 

an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth see 'eye 
by the skin of your teeth see 'skin 
cut a tooth, cut your teeth see 'cut 
fly in the teeth of see 'fly 
get/take the bit between your teeth see 2 bit 
get your teeth into or chiefly US sink your teeth into : to 
become fully involved in (something, such as a new activi¬ 
ty) : to do or deal with (something) with a lot of energy, in¬ 
terest, etc. ■ He finally has a project he can get his teeth into, 
grit your teeth see 2 grit 

in the teeth of 1 or into the teeth of : directly against (a 
strong wind, storm, etc.) ■ They sailed in/into the teeth of 
the wind. 2 : despite (something) ■ A shopping mall was 
built in the teeth of fierce opposition. 
like pulling teeth — used to say that something is very diffi¬ 
cult and frustrating ■ Getting him to make a decision is like 
pulling teeth. [=it is very hard to get him to make a deci¬ 
sion] 

long in the tooth informal : no longer young : old ■ Isn’t 
she a little long in the tooth for those kinds of antics? 
set your teeth on edge *0» If a sound, taste, etc., sets your 
teeth on edge , it makes your body feel tense or uncomfort¬ 
able. • That awful squeaking is enough to set my teeth on 
edge\ 

tooth and nail : with a lot of effort and determination ■ 
They fought tooth and nail. 

to the teeth : fully or completely ■ Ibe men were armed to 
the teeth. [=the men had a lot of weapons] 
tOOth•ache /'tu:0,eik/ noun, pi -aches : pain in or near a 
tooth [count] He has a toothache, [noncount] (Brit) He’s got 
toothache. 

tooth-brush /'tu:0,brA.f/ noun, pi -brush-es [count] : a 
brush for cleaning your teeth — see picture at grooming 
toothed /'tu:0t/ acfj : having teeth ■ a toothed whale : having 
teeth of a specified kind — often used in combination ■ 
buck ^toothed • gap-toothed 
tooth fairy noun 

the tooth fairy : an imaginary creature who is supposed to 
leave money for children while they sleep in exchange for 
a tooth that has come out 


tOOth-leSS /'tu:0l3s /acfj 

1 : having or showing no teeth ■ a toothless whale ■ a toothless 
smile ■ He is completely toothless. 

2 : not effective or powerful ■ toothless legislation 
tOOth-paste /'tu:0,peist/ noun [noncount]: a substance that 

is used for cleaning teeth ■ a tube of toothpaste — see picture 
at GROOMING 

tOOth-pick /'tu:0,pik/ noun, pi -picks [count] : a short, 
pointed stick used for removing small pieces of food from 
between your teeth 

tOOth-Some /'tu:0s3m/ adj [more most ~] : having a 
pleasing taste • toothsome [=(more commonly) tasty, deli¬ 
cious] pies 

toothy /'tu:0i/ adj tooth-i-er; -est : having or showing 
many teeth ■ a toothy mouth/grin/smile 
— tooth-i-ly /'tu:03li/ adv • She smiled toothily. 
tOO-tle /'tu:t}/ verb too-tles; too-tied; too-tling Brit, infor¬ 
mal 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
drive or move slowly ■ We tootled along the highway. ■ I toot¬ 
led around (town) all day. 

2 : to play a series of notes on a flute, horn, etc., by blowing 
into it [no obj] He tootled on the flute. [+ obj] He tootled his 
flute. 

tOOtS /'tuts/ noun [noncount] US slang, old-fashioned — used 
to address a woman or girl ■ How are you, toots ? ■ ( impolite) 
Hey, toots —get out of the way! Toots is often used in a 
joking way but may be considered offensive when you use it 
to address a woman you do not know well. 
tOOt-sy also toot-sie /'tutsi/ noun, pi -sies [count] informal 
: foot ■ She was using a blanket to keep her tootsies warm. 

1 fOP /'ta:p/ noun, pi tops 

1 [count] : the highest part, point, or level of something ■ The 
tops of the walls are painted and the bottoms are covered in 
wood paneling. — usually singular - He was calling down 
from the top of the stairs. ■ Please write your name on the top 
of the page. ■ She climbed to the top of the mountain. ■ She 
had a scratch on the top of her foot. ■ He filled the glass to 
the top. 

2 [count] : an upper surface or edge of something ■ a table 
with a glass top — see also cooktop, countertop, desk¬ 
top, TABLETOP 

3 [count] : something that covers the upper part or opening 
of something ■ I’m looking for a pen with a red top. [-cap] ■ 
She took the top [=lid] off the jar. ■ Ibe box’s top had been re¬ 
moved. ■ I hate it when you leave the top off the toothpaste! 

4 [noncount] : the highest position in rank, success, or im¬ 
portance ■ He is at the top of his profession. ■ The company’s 
new CEO started at the bottom and worked her way to the 
top. • employees at the top of the pay scale ■ Ibe team is at 
the top of the league. ■ He graduated at the top of his/the 
class. [=his grades were among the highest in his class] ■ Ibe 
order came straight from the top. [=from the person with the 
most authority or power] ■ Studying for the test is on the top 
of my list. [=it is the first and most important thing that I 
need to do] 

5 [count] : a piece of clothing that is worn on the upper part 
of your body ■ She was wearing a blue silk top and black 
pants. • a bikini top — see also tank top 

6 [noncount] informal : the beginning ■ We’ll have another 
news update for you at the top of the hour. [=at the start of 
the next hour] ■ Let’s rehearse the scene from the top. • OK, 
everybody. Let’s take it from the top. [=start from the begin¬ 
ning of a scene, song, etc.] 

7 [noncount] : the first half of an inning in baseball ■ the top 
of the sixth inning 

8 [noncount] chiefly Brit : the part of something (such as a 
street) that is farthest away ■ Try the shop at the top of the 
road. 

9 [noncount] chiefly Brit : the highest gear of a vehicle ■ She 
shifted into top once she got on the highway. 

at the top of the heap see 'heap 
at the top of the pile see 'pile 

at the top of your voice/lungs : in the loudest way possible 
■ She sang at the top of her voice. ■ Ibey were shouting at the 
top of their lungs, 
blow your top see 'blow 

come out on top : to win a competition, argument, etc. ■ 
He’s confident that he’ll come out on top when all the votes 
have been counted. 

from top to bottom : in a very thorough way ■ We cleaned/ 
searched the house from top to bottom. 
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from top to toe : from your head to your feet ■ They were 
covered from top to toe r=(more commonly) from head to 
toe] in mud. 

off the top of your head informal : immediately by think¬ 
ing quickly about something * Off the top of my head, I can 
think of three people who might be interested. ■ I can’t re¬ 
member her name off the top of my head, 
on top 1 : on the highest part or surface of something ■ He 
gave us vanilla ice cream with chocolate sauce on top. ■ We 
finished decorating our Christmas tree by putting a star on 
top. • She picked the card on top. 2 chiefly Brit : winning a 
game or competition ■ The team was on top [=in front, 
ahead] after the first half. — see also come out on top 
( above) 

on top of 1 : on the highest or upper part of (something or 
someone) ■ The house sits on top of a hill. ■ Put the card 
back on top of the deck. ■ Books and papers were piled on 
top of each other. ■ I fell to the ground and the dog jumped 
on top of me. 2 : in control of (something) : doing the 
things that are needed to deal with (something) ■ You can 
count on them to be on top of things when problems devel¬ 
op. ■ “Can you get this done by next week?” “Don’t worry. 
I’m on top of it.” ■ She’s not on top of her game this morn¬ 
ing. [=she is not performing well this morning] 3 : aware 
of what is happening in (a particular area of activity) ■ She 
tries to keep/stay on top of current events. 4 : very close 
to or near (someone or something) ■ The deadline was on 
top of them before they knew it. ■ The houses are built 
right on top of each other. 5 : in addition to (something) ■ 
You owe me $20, and that’s on top of the $40 you owe me 
from earlier. ■ On top of everything else, he lost his job. 6 
❖ In British English, if something gets on top of you, it be¬ 
comes too difficult for you to handle or deal with. ■ Plan¬ 
ning their wedding was starting to get on top of them, 
on top of the world informal: in a very successful or happy 
state ■ I had just gotten married and felt like I was on top of 
the world. 

over the top informal : beyond what is expected, usual, nor¬ 
mal, or appropriate : very wild or strange often in an 
amusing way ■ His performances are always over the top. 
[ =(Brit) OH 1 

top of the tree Brit, informal : the most powerful or most 
successful position in a profession, organization, etc. ■ She 
is still (at/on the) top of the tree in her field. [=she’s still at 
the top in her field] 

- compare 3 top; see also big top 
2 top adj t usually used before a noun 

1 : located at the highest part or position ■ the top drawer/ 
shelf ■ They live on the top floor of the building. ■ That's my 
husband in the top [=upper\ right-hand comer of the picture. 

2 : highest in rank, success, or importance ■ the top news sto¬ 
ry of the day ■ the country’s top three car manufacturers ■ He 
is among the top pitchers of the league. ■ She is the top stu¬ 
dent in her class. = (chiefly Brit ) She is top in her class. ■ Safe¬ 
ty is our top concem/priority. 

3 : highest in quality, amount, or degree ■ The winner 
showed top form. ■ Houses are selling at top prices. ■ What is 
the car’s top speed? 

3 top noun, pi tops [count] : a child’s toy that can be made to 
spin very quickly ■ spinning like a top — compare *top 
4 top verb tops; topped; top-ping [+ obj] 

1 : to be or become more than (a particular amount) ■ Al¬ 
bum sales have already topped [^exceeded] 500,000. ■ Dona¬ 
tions are expected to top $1,000,000 by the end of the month. 

2 : to be in the highest position on (a list) because of success 

■ The song has topped the charts for seven weeks. ■ Who tops 
the list this year for Hollywood’s highest-paid actor? [=who 
is the highest-paid actor in Hollywood this year?] 

3 : to do or be better than (someone or something) ■ He 
topped [=surpassed\ his previous record. ■ They topped the 
other company’s offer. • She tops everyone else on the team. ■ 
Being at the beach sure tops [=beats] working in the office. ■ 
I’ve seen some pretty weird things in my life—but that tops 
everything! 

4 : to cover or form the top of (something) ■ A fresh layer of 
snow topped the mountains. — often + with ■ She topped the 
pizza with cheese and mushrooms. — often used as (be) 
topped ■ a cup of hot chocolate topped (off) with whip cream 

■ The cathedral was topped (off/out) with a spire. 

5 : to cut off the top of (something) ■ He topped the tree/car¬ 
rots. 

6 literary : to reach the top of (something) ■ When we topped 
the hill, we saw a small village in the valley. 


top off [phrasal verb] top off (something) or top (something) 
off 1 : to end (something) usually in an exciting or im¬ 
pressive way ■ We topped off dinner with dessert and coffee. 
■ The band topped off the show with an extended version of 
their classic hit. ■ The victory tops off the coach’s extremely 
successful career. 2 US : to fill (something) completely 
with a liquid ■ I added a little more coffee to top off the 
mug. ■ He stopped at the gas station to top off [ =(Brit ) top 
up] the car’s tank. [=to fill the car’s tank with gas] 
top out [phrasal verb] : to reach the highest amount or level 
and stop increasing — often + at • Interest rates are expect¬ 
ed to top out at 15 percent. 

top up [phrasal verb] top up (something) or top (something) 
up Brit 1 : to fill (something) completely with a liquid ■ 
He topped up [=(US ) topped off] (the glasses of) his guests. 
2 : to bring (something) to the full or desired amount ■ The 
store keeps its fruits and vegetables topped up. ■ She works 
part-time to top up her income. — see also top-up 
top yourself Brit, informal: to kill yourself 
to top it (all) off (US) or chiefly Brit to top it all — used to 
indicate a final thing that happened that was even better, 
worse, etc., than what happened before ■ The car was filthy 
when she returned it to me, and to top it (all) off’, there was 
almost no gas left in the tank. 

tO-paz /'tou,p 2 ez/ noun, pi -paz-es [count, noncount] : a 
clear yellow to brownish-yellow stone that is used as a jewel 

— see color picture on page C11 

top banana noun, pi ~ -nanas [count] informal: the most 
important or powerful person in a group or organization ■ 
He’s the mob’s top banana. 

top brass noun [noncount] informal : brass 4 ■ Navy top 
brass met earlier today. — often used with the ■ Ihe (compa¬ 
ny) top brass have/has decided that no action is necessary, 
top*COat /'ta:p,kout/ noun, pi -coats [count] 

1 somewhat old-fashioned : a long coat the is worn in cold 
weather : overcoat 

2 : the last layer of paint that is put on a surface 

top dog noun, pi ~ dogs [count] informal : a person or 
group that has the most power or success ■ the industry’s top 
dogs 

top dollar noun [noncount] : the highest amount of money 
that something costs or that someone earns — often +for • 
She paid top dollar for the tickets. [=she paid a lot of money 
for the tickets] ■ They charge/get top dollar for their services, 
top-down /'taip'daun/ ad], always used before a noun 

1 : controlled or directed from the highest levels ■ top-down 
management — opposite bottom-up 

2 : starting with a general idea and having details gradually 
added ■ top-down programming/design 

to*pee or to*pl /tou'pi:, Brit 'tai^pi:/ noun, pi -pees or -pis 
[count] : a hard, light hat that is worn in hot countries to pro¬ 
tect your head from the sun 

top—end /'taip'end/ adf, chiefly Brit : of the highest price 
and quality ■ top-end [=(US) high-end] homes/restaurants 
top-flight /'tcrp'flait/ ad], always used before a noun : of the 
highest quality : excellent ■ a topflight staff/performance 
Top 40 noun [plural] : the forty best-selling music recordings 
for a particular period of time ■ She never had a song in the 
Top 40. 

— Top 40 adf ■ a Top 40 record 
top gear noun [noncount] Brit 

1 : a vehicle’s highest gear ■ She got to the highway and shift¬ 
ed into top gear. (=(f/5) high gear] 

2 : a state of great or intense activity ■ The project is now in 
top gear. [=(US) high gear) ■ The party hit top gear when the 
guest of honour arrived. 

top gun noun, pi ~ guns [count] US, informal 

1 : a person who is the best at a particular activity ■ He’s the 
team’s top gun. ■ The company has its top guns handling the 
lawsuit. 

2 : a powerful or important person 

top hat noun, pi ~ hats [count] : a tall, usually black hat 
that is worn by men on very formal occasions ■ He wore a 
top hat and tails, 
top-heavy /'ta:p,hevi/ ad] 

1 : likely to fall over because the top part is too large and 
heavy for the bottom part ■ a top-heavy truck 

2 : having too many people whose job is to manage workers 
and not enough ordinary workers ■ a top-heavy corporation 

topi variant spelling of topee 

tO*pi*ary /'toupi,eri, Brit 'taupiari/ noun, pi -ar*ies 
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1 [i noncount ]: plants (such as trees and bushes) that are cut 
or grown into decorative shapes ■ a topiary garden; also : the 
art of shaping plants in this way 

2 [count] : a plant that is cut or grown into a decorative 
shape ■ a garden featuring topiaries and fountains 

tOP-iC /'taipik/ noun, pi -Ics [count]: someone or something 
that people talk or write about: subject ■ He is comfortable 
discussing a wide range of topics. ■ a popular/hot topic ■ top¬ 
ics such as health and fitness — often + of- What is the topic 
of your speech? ■ a book on the topic of language ■ a topic of 
debate/discussion ■ The new boss has been the main topic of 
conversation. — see also subtopic 
top-i-cal /'taipikal/ adj 

1 [more most ~] : relating to current news or events 
: dealing with things that are important, popular, etc., right 
now ■ topical issues/themes ■ a topical reference ■ topical hu¬ 
mor 

2 medical : made to be put on the skin ■ topical lotions/ 
creams ■ a topical drug/treatment 

— top-i-cal-ly /'ta.pikli/ adv ■ Apply the medicine topically. 

— top-bcaM-ty /,ta:p3'k£el3ti/ noun [noncount] ■ the topi¬ 
cality of his humor 

top-leSS Aa:pbs/ adj 

1 of a woman : wearing no clothing on the upper body ■ top¬ 
less dancers ■ She likes to go topless on the beach. 

2 : done while not wearing any clothing on the upper body ■ 
topless sunbathing 

3 : having or allowing topless women ■ a topless beach ■ top¬ 
less bars [=bars with topless waitresses, dancers, etc.J 

— topless adv ■ pose/dance/sunbathe topless 
top-level adj, always used before a noun 

1 : highest in level, position, or rank ■ top-level executives 

2 : involving people of the highest level, position, or rank ■ a 
top-level competition/meeting 

top-most /'ta:p,moust/ adj, always used before a noun 
: highest in position or importance ■ He was standing on the 
topmost step. ■ the country’s topmost leaders 
top-notch /'ta.p'na.tf/ adj , informal : of the best quality • 
Tne hotel offers top-notch service. ■ Their food is top-notch. 
[= excellent ] 

top-of—the-line (US) or Brit top-of-the-range adj : of 

the best quality ■ top-of-the-line cameras 
to-pog-ra-phy /ta’paigrafi/ noun [noncount] technical 

1 : the art or science of making maps that show the height, 
shape, etc., of the land in a particular area 

2 : the features (such as mountains and rivers) in an area of 
land — often + of - The map shows the topography of the is¬ 
land. 

— to-pog-ra-pher /ta'pcugrafa*/ noun, pi -phers [count] 

- to-po-graph-lc /.tcupa'grefik/ or to-po-graph-l-cal 

/itaipa'grafikal/ adj ■ a topographic map - to-po-graph- 
l-cal-ly Ata.pa'grzefikli/ adv ■ topographically similar areas 
top-per /'ta.’pa 1 / noun, pi -pars informal 

1 [count] : something that is placed on top of something else 
■ a Christmas tree topper ■ ( chiefly US) salad/ice-cream/pizza 
toppers [stoppings] 

2 [count] : top hat 

3 [count] : something that is highest on a list ■ Their new 
song soon became a chart topper 

4 the topper US : the thing that is better, worse, etc., than 
everything before it ■ The whole day was bad, but the topper 
came when our car broke down. 

top-ping /'tccpiij/ noun, pi -pings : a food that is added to 
the top of another food [count] What toppings do you want 
on the pizza? [noncount] an ice-cream sundae with 
whipped-cream topping 

top-ple /'taipal/ verb top-pies; top-pled; top-pifng 

1 : to cause (something) to become unsteady and fall [+ obj] 
The strong winds toppled many trees. ■ The earthquake top¬ 
pled the buildings, [no obj] The tree toppled into the river. 

— often + over ■ The pile of books toppled over. 

2 [+ obj] a : to remove (a government or a leader) from 
power : overthrow ■ The rebels tried to topple the dicta¬ 
tor. b US : to win a victory over (someone or something) in 
a war, contest, etc. ■ The team was toppled [=beaten, defeat¬ 
ed] in the first round. ■ The phone company has toppled its 
local competition. 

top-ranking adj, always used before a noun : having the 
highest rank : most important, powerful, or successful ■ top- 
ranking officials/students ■ It’s one of the top-ranking schools 
in the country. 

1 tops /'ta:ps/ adj, not used before a noun, informal : highest in 


quality, ability, popularity, or importance ■ He is tops in his 
field. ■ You’re tops in my book! 

2 tops adv, informal: at the very most ■ It should only cost $50, 
tops. [=the most it should cost is $50] ■ It takes me 15 minutes 
tops to do the dishes. 

top secret adj ' kept completely secret by high government 
officials ■ top secret weapons/documents ■ The mission is top 
secret. 

top—Shelf /'taip'/elf/ adj ’ of the best quality ■ top-shelf li¬ 
quors ■ a top-shelf player 

top-side /'taip'said/ adv : on or onto the deck of a ship ■ 
Let’s go topside. 

top-SOil /'ta:p,soj3l/ noun [noncount] : the upper layer of 
soil in which plants have most of their roots ■ rich, well- 
fertilized topsoil 

top-spin /'ta.’p^pin/ noun [noncount] : a forward spinning 
motion of a ball ■ (tennis) She puts a lot of topspin on her 
serves to make them harder to return, 
top-sy—tur-vy /itcupsi'tevi/ adv : in or into great disorder 
or confusion ■ Her life was turned topsy-turvy when her hus¬ 
band left her. 

— topsy-turvy adj ■ this topsy-turvy world we live in 
top—lip /'ta:p,Ap/ noun, pi -ups [count] Brit 

1 : an amount of liquid that is added to make something full 

2 : a payment that is made to bring an amount of money to a 
certain level ■ He got a top-up on his pension. 

tor /'toer/ noun, pi tors [count] chiefly Brit: a high, rocky hill 
To-rah /'tors/ noun 

the Torah 1 : the wisdom and law contained in Jewish sa¬ 
cred writings and oral tradition 2 : the first five books of 
the Jewish Bible that are used in a synagogue for religious 
services — compare Talmud 
1 torch /■toatf/ noun, pi torch-es [count] 

1 : a long stick with material at one end that bums brightly ■ 
the Olympic torch — often used figuratively ■ the torch of 
truth/hope 

2 I BLOWTORCH 

3 Brit: flashlight 

carry a torch : to continue to have romantic feelings for 
someone who does not love you — usually + for ■ Is she 
still carrying a torch for him after all this time? 
carry the torch : to support or promote a cause in an enthu¬ 
siastic way ■ His children continue to carry the torch [cru¬ 
sade] for justice. 

pass the torch chiefly US 4- If you pass the torch (on) or 
pass on the torch , you give your job, duties, etc., to anoth¬ 
er person. ■ He is retiring and passing the torch on to his 
successor. ■ She says she’s ready to pass the torch. 

2 torch verb torches; torched; torch-lng [+ obj] : to set fire 
to (something, such as a building) deliberately : to cause 
(something) to bum ■ An arsonist torched the building, 
torch-bear-er /'toa'tLbera-/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : someone who carries a torch at the head of a group of 
people 

2 : someone who leads a campaign, movement, etc. ■ He be¬ 
came the torchbearer for civil rights. 

torch-light /‘toa^lait/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the light from a burning torch ■ The men worked by 
torchlight. • a torchlight parade/procession 

2 Brit: the light from a flashlight 

torch singer noun, pi ~~ -ers [count] : a singer of torch 
songs 

torch song noun, pi ~~ songs [count]: a very sad or senti¬ 
mental song about love and romance 
tore past tense of x tear 

to-re-a-dor /'torija^oa 1 / noun, pi -dors [count] : someone 
who fights bulls in a bullfight: bullfighter 
to-re-ro /ta'nerou/ noun, pi -ros [count ]: toreador 
1 tor-ment /'torment/ noun, pi -ments 

1 [noncount] : extreme physical or mental pain ■ She lived in 
torment [=anguish] for the rest of her life. ■ No one could un¬ 
derstand his inner torment. ■ After years of torment , she left 
her husband. 

2 [count] : something that causes extreme physical or mental 
pain ■ The mosquitoes were a constant torment. 

2 tor-ment /torment/ verb -ments; -ment-ed; -ment-lng 
[+ obj] : to cause (someone or something) to feel extreme 
physical or mental pain ■ Flies tormented the cattle. ■ Not 
knowing where she was tormented him. ■ Stop tormenting 
[=annoying, teasing] your sister! — often used as (be) tor- 
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merited by • He was tormented by thoughts of death. ■ She was 
tormented by her classmates. 

— tor*men-tor /to^menta 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] ■ She 
tried to avoid her tormentors. 


torn past participle of 'tear 
tor-na-do /toa^neidou/ noun, pi 
-does or -dos [count] : a violent 
and destructive storm in which 
powerful winds move around a 
central point ■ in the path of a tor¬ 
nado ■ a tornado warning 
1 tor*pe*do /to^'piidou/ noun, pi 
-does [count] : a bomb that is 
shaped like a tube and that is fired 
underwater ■ The battleship was 
sunk by a torpedo fired by a sub¬ 
marine. 

2 torpedo verb -does; -doed; -do¬ 
ing [+ obj] 

1 : to hit or sink (a ship) with a tor¬ 
pedo ■ The submarine torpedoed 
the battleship. 



tornado 


2 somewhat informal : to destroy or stop (something) com¬ 
pletely ■ Her injury torpedoed her goal of competing in the 
Olympics. ■ He torpedoed the plan. 


tor-pid /'toapad/ adj [more most ~] formal : having or 
showing very little energy or movement: not active ■ In win¬ 
ter, the frogs go into a torpid state. = The frogs become tor¬ 
pid. • a torpid economy 


tor-por /'toapa-/ noun [singular] formal: a state of not being 
active and having very little energy • The news aroused him 
from his torpor. ■ fall/sink into (a state of) torpor 
torque /'toa'k/ noun [noncount] technical : a force that caus¬ 
es something to rotate ■ An automobile engine delivers 
torque to the driveshaft. 
tor-rent /'torant/ noun, pi -rents [count] 

1 : a large amount of water that moves very quickly in one 
direction ■ The storm turned the stream into a raging torrent. 

■ torrents of rain ■ The rain came down In torrents. 

2 : a large amount of something that is released suddenly — 
usually + of • He responded with a torrent of criticism/abuse. 

■ The company receives torrents of e-mail every day. 
tor-ren-tial /ta'rcnjal/ adj, always used before a noun : com¬ 
ing in a large, fast stream ■ torrential rains ■ a torrential down¬ 
pour ■ The rain caused torrential flooding. 

tor-rid /'torad/ adj 

1 : very hot and usually dry ■ a torrid summer ■ torrid weath¬ 


er 

2 : showing or expressing very strong feelings especially of 
sexual or romantic desire ■ a torrid [-passionate] love affair 

3 Brit : very difficult, uncomfortable, or unpleasant ■ The 
team had a torrid time trying to score. 

tor-sion /'toa-Jan/ noun [noncount] technical : the twisting 
of something (such as a piece of metal) 
tor-SO /'toasou/ noun, pi -sos [count]: the main part of the 
human body not including the head, arms, and legs : trunk 
■ exercises that strengthen the/your torso 
tort /'toert/ noun, pi torts [count] law: an action that wrongly 
causes haim to someone but that is not a crime and that is 
dealt with in a civil court 

torte /'toat/ noun, pi tortes [count] : a type of cake that is 
made with many eggs and often nuts ■ a chocolate torte 
tor-tel-li-ni /itoMa'liipi/ noun, pi tortellini also tor-tel-li- 
nls [count] : pasta in the form of small, ring-shaped cases 
containing meat, cheese, etc. — see picture at pasta 
tor-ti-lla /toa'tiija/ noun, pi -Has [count] : a round, thin 
Mexican bread that is usually eaten hot with a filling of 
meat, cheese, etc. 

tortilla chip noun, pi ~ chips [count] : a thin, hard piece of 
food (called a chip) that is made from com and usually salt¬ 
ed ■ We had salsa and tortilla chips as an appetizer, 
tor-toise /'toa<as/ noun, pi -tois-es [count] : a kind of tur¬ 
tle that lives on land 

tor-toise-shell /'toatajd/ noun, pi -shells 

1 [count, noncount] : the usually brown and yellow shell of a 
turtle that is used to make decorations 

2 [count] : a cat with yellow, orange, white, and black fur 

3 [count]: a usually brown and orange butterfly 

— tortoiseshell ad) ■ tortoiseshell glasses ■ a tortoiseshell 
comb ■ a tortoiseshell cat/butterfly 
tor-tu-OUS /'toatfawas/ adj [more most ~] 


1 : having many twists and turns ■ a tortuous path/route up 
the mountain 

2 : complicated, long, and confusing ■ a tortuous argument/ 
explanation 

— tor-tu-ous-ly adv ■ The road winds tortuously up the 
mountain. 

1 tor-ture /'to &$&/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the act of causing severe physical pain as a form of pun¬ 
ishment or as a way to force someone to do or say something 
■ the torture of prisoners • a torture chamber/device 

2 : something that causes mental or physical suffering : a 
very painful or unpleasant experience ■ Waiting is just torture 
for me. • Listening to him can be torture. 

2 torture verb -tures; -tured; -tuning [+ obj] 

1 : to cause (someone) to experience severe physical pain es¬ 
pecially as a form of punishment or to force that person to 
do or say something ■ The report revealed that prisoners had 
been repeatedly tortured. 

2 : to cause (someone) to feel very worried, unhappy, etc. ■ 
Don’t torture yourself over the mistake. 

— tor-tur*er noun, pi -ers [count] 

tor-tur-OUS /'toatfaras/ adj [more most ~J: causing great 

pain or suffering ■ torturous hardships ■ a torturous workout 

— tor-tur-ous-ly adv 

To-ry /'tori/ noun, pi -rles [count] informal : a member of 
the British Conservative Party ■ He’s a Tory. 

— Tory adj ■ the Tory Party 

tosh /'ta:JV noun [noncount] Brit, informal : nonsense ■ 
What a lot/load of tosh. 

1 t0SS /'ta:s/ verb toss-es; tossed; toss-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to throw (something) with a quick, light motion ■ I 
tossed the ball to him. = I tossed him the ball. ■ She tossed the 
ball high in/into the air. ■ She tossed the paper at/into the re¬ 
cycling bin. ■ He tossed his dirty socks onto the floor. 

2 [+ obj] : to move or lift (something, such as a part of your 
body) quickly or suddenly ■ He tossed his head back. • She 
tossed her hair and smiled. 

3 : to move (something) back and forth or up and down [+ 
obj] Waves tossed the ship about, [no obj] The ship tossed on 
the waves. 

4 [+ obj] : to stir or mix (something) lightly ■ Gently toss the 
salad. ■ Toss the vegetables with olive oil. 

5 : to cause (something) to turn over by throwing it into the 
air [+ obj] toss a coin ■ toss [=flip] a pancake [no obj] “Who’s 
going to put out the trash?” “Let’s toss for it.” [=let’s toss a 
coin to decide] 

toss and turn : to move about and turn over in bed because 
you are unable to sleep ■ She was tossing and turning all 
night. 

toss back [phrasal verb] toss back (something) or toss 
(something) back informal: to drink (something) quickly ■ 
He tossed back a shot of whiskey. 
toss In [phrasal verb] toss In (something) or toss (some¬ 
thing) In : to add (something) to what you are selling with¬ 
out asking for more money ■ I’ll even toss in [-throw in] an 
upgrade for free. 

toss off [phrasal verb] 1 foss (something) off or toss off 
(something) informal a : to produce (something) quickly 
and without much effort ■ He tossed off a few lines of poet¬ 
ry. b : to drink (something) quickly ■ He tossed off a shot 
of whiskey. 2 toss (someone) off Brit, informal + impolite 

; MASTURBATE 

toss out [phrasal verb] US 1 toss (something) out or toss 
out (something) a : to put (something that is no longer 
useful or wanted) in a trash can, garbage can, etc. : to 
throw (something) out ■ It’s time to toss out those bananas. 
■ Did you toss the newspapers out already? b : to refuse 
to accept or consider (something) ■ His testimony was 
tossed out by the judge. C : to mention (something) as a 
possible thing to be done, thought about, etc. ; suggest ■ 
She tossed out a couple of ideas for improving the compa¬ 
ny’s Web site. 2 toss (someone) out or toss out (some¬ 
one) : to force (someone) to leave a place • They tossed 
him out [=threw him out] of the bar after he started a fight. 
toss your hat In/into the ring see hat 

2 tOSS noun, pi tosses [count] 

1 : the act of throwing or tossing something with a quick, 
light motion ■ a bouquet toss - He gave the salad a quick toss. 
[=he tossed the salad] — see also ring toss 

2 : the act of throwing a coin up into the air in order to 
make a decision about something based on which side of the 
coin is shown after it lands ■ They decided what to do by a 
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coin toss. • the toss of a coin ■ She won the toss. 

3 : the act of moving your head suddenly upward and back¬ 
ward ■ She threw her hair back with a toss of her head. 
argue the toss chiefly Brit, informal : to argue or disagree 
about something that is not important, that cannot be 
changed, etc. 

not give a foss Brit, informal : to not care at all about 
something' He does n’t give a toss about our problems, 
toss-er /*ta:s&/ noun, pi -ers [count] Brit slang : a stupid or 
unpleasant person 

tOSS—Up / , ta:s,Ap/ noun [singular ] : a situation in which 
there is no clear right choice or in which what will happen is 
not known ■ The election is a toss-up. 

1 tot /'ta:t/ noun, pi tots [count] 

1 informal : a young child ■ cute little tots 

2 Brit : a small amount of a strong alcoholic drink ■ a tot of 
rum 

2 tOt verb tots; tot-ted; tot-ting 

tot up [phrasal verb] tot (something) up or tot up (something) 
Brit, informal : to add numbers together to find out the to¬ 
tal ■ He totted up [-totaled] the bill. 

1 tO*tal /'toutj/ adj 

1 : complete or absolute • total [=utter, sheer] chaos/destruc¬ 
tion/ruin ■ total darkness/freedom ■ It’s a total loss. ■ a total 
lack of support/sympathy/understanding ■ a total eclipse of 
the sun ■ He demanded total control of/over the project. • a 
total stranger 

2 : after everything or everyone is counted ■ What was the 
total amount of the bill? ■ the total annual budget/cost/sales ■ 
the total number of words ■ The country has a total popula¬ 
tion of about 100 million. 

2 total noun, pi -tals [count] : the number or amount of every- 
thing counted : sum ■ The total is 64. ■ a total of 25 square 
miles — see also grand total, subtotal, sum total 
3 tOtal verb -tals; US- taled or Brit -tailed; f/S-tal-ing or Brit 
-tal-ling [+ obf] 

1 a : to produce (a total) when added together ■ Donations 
totaled $120. b : to add numbers together to find out the to¬ 
tal ■ He carefully totaled the bill. — often + up ■ He totaled up 
the bill. 

2 US : to damage (something, such as a car) so badly that it 
is not worth repairing ■ He totaled the car. 

to-tal-i-tar-i-an /tou^sela'terijan/ adj : controlling the peo¬ 
ple of a country in a very strict way with complete power 
that cannot be opposed ■ a totalitarian regime/state 

— to-tal-i-tar-i-an-ism /touitsela'terija^izam/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

to-tal-i-ty /tou'tselati/ noun [noncount] : the whole or entire 
amount of something ■ the totality of human knowledge 
in its/their totality: with nothing left out ■ The exhibit must 
be viewed in its totality to be properly understood. 
tO-tal-ly /'toutji/ adv : completely or entirely ■ I’m totally 
against it. ■ He was totally naked. ■ totally committed/free/ 
surprised ■ That’s a totally different issue. ■ He’s totally in 
control. ■ a totally new method 

tote /'tout/ verb totes; tot-ed; tot-ing [+ obf] : to carry 
(something) ■ She’s been toting that bag all day. ■ a book- 
toting professor — often + around ■ He’s always toting tools 
around. 

— tot-er /'touta-/ noun, pi -ers [count] ■ gun -toters 

tote bag noun, pi ~ bags [count] : a large bag used for car¬ 
rying things — see picture at bag 
tote board /'tout,bo^d/ noun, pi ~ boards [count] US : a 
large, electrically operated board at a racetrack that shows 
the odds for a race, the results of a race, etc. 
tO'tem /'toutam/ noun, pi -tems [count] 

1 a : something (such as an animal or plant) that is the sym¬ 
bol for a family, tribe, etc., especially among Native Ameri¬ 
cans b : a usually carved or painted figure that represents 
such a symbol 

2 : a person or thing that represents an idea ■ Private jets are 
a totem of success among extremely wealthy people. 

— to-tem-ic /tou'temik/ adj ■ totemic images 
totem pole noun, pi ~ poles [count] 

1 : a tall usually wooden pole that is carved and painted with 
symbols, figures, or masks which represent different Native 
American tribes 

2 US, informal — used to describe someone’s position or lev¬ 
el in a company or organization ■ She’s rather low on the 
company’s totem pole. [=she does not have an important po¬ 
sition in the company] ■ He knows that he is (the) low man 
on the totem pole. [=he has the lowest rank; he is the least 


important/powerful person] 
tot-ter /'ta:ta7 verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing [no obf] 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to move or 
walk in a slow and unsteady way ■ The child tottered across 
the room. ■ He tottered away/off to bed. 

2 ; to become weak and likely to fail or collapse • The econ¬ 
omy is tottering. • a tottering company 

toil-can /'tu:,k 2 en/ noun, pi -cans [count] : a tropical Amer¬ 
ican bird that has bright feathers and a very large beak 
1 touch /'tAtf/ verb touch-es; touched; touch-ing 

1 : to put your hand, fingers, etc., on someone or something 
[+ obf] Please do not touch the statue. ■ Slowly bend forward 
and try to touch your toes. ■ Stop touching your sister. • He 
tried to touch the snake with a stick, [no obf] — usually used 
in negative statements ■ You can look (at the statue) but 
don’t touch ! 

2 : to be in contact with (something) — used to say that one 
thing is directly against another thing with no space between 
[+ obf] The top of the Christmas tree almost touches the ceil¬ 
ing. ■ Sparks flew when the wires touched each other, [no 
obf] They were standing side-by-side with their shoulders 
touching. ■ Sparks flew when the wires touched. 

3 [+ obf] a : to change or move (something) — usually used 
in negative statements ■ Don’t touch anything before the po¬ 
lice come. ■ Your things haven’t been touched while you were 
away. ■ This room hasn’t been touched in 20 years, b : to 
harm (someone or something) ■ Their house burned to the 
ground, but the house next door wasn’t touched by the fire. • 
I won’t let anyone touch you. = I won’t let anyone touch a 
hair on your head. 

4 [+ obf] a : to deal with or work on (something) ■ I haven’t 
touched my essay all week, and it’s due this Friday! b : to 
become involved with (someone or something) • He’s a good 
player, but since he failed the drug test, no team will touch 
him. ■ Everything she touches turns to gold. [=everything she 
is involved with becomes successful] 

5 [+ obf] : to use (something) — usually used in negative 
statements ■ She never touches [=drinfm] alcohol. ■ The dog 
hasn’t touched [=eaten] its food. ■ We haven’t touched the 
money in our savings account. ■ Alcohol? I never touch the 
stuff. 

6 [+ obf] a : to affect or involve (someone) ■ Air pollution is 
a matter that touches [^concerns] everyone, b : to affect the 
feelings of (someone) : to cause (someone) to feel an emo¬ 
tion (such as sympathy or gratitude) ■ His neighbors’ acts of 
kindness touched him deeply. ■ She wants to touch her audi¬ 
ence through her music. ■ The story seemed to touch the 
hearts of the students. — see also touching 

7 [+ obf] : to influence (something) ■ As a teacher, she 
touched the lives of many young people. 

8 [+ obf]: to be as good as (someone or something) — usual¬ 
ly used in negative statements ■ No one can touch her when it 
comes to songwriting. [=she is much better than everyone 
else as a songwriter] ■ You can’t touch her songwriting ability. 

9 [+ obf] chiefly Brit : to reach (a particular level or amount) ■ 
The temperature outside was touching 38 degrees Celsius. 

10 [+ obf] baseball : to get a hit off or score a run against (a 
pitcher) — usually + for ■ He was touched for a run in the 
first inning. [=they scored a run off him in the first inning] 

11 [+ obf] literary : to appear on (something) ■ A smile 
touched her lips. [=she smiled slightly] 

not touch (someone or something) with a ten-foot pole 
(US) or Brit not touch (someone or something) with a 
bargepole informal ; to refuse to go near or become in¬ 
volved with (someone or something) • That investment is 
too risky. I would« t touch it with a ten-foot pole, 
touch a chord see 2 chord 

touch all the bases or touch every base see ‘base 
touch a nerve see nerve 
touch base see ‘base 

touch down [phrasal verb] 1 : to return to the ground or 
another surface after a flight : land ■ The plane touched 
down at 3:15. 2 touch (the ball) down or touch down (the 
ball) rugby : to score by putting (the ball) on the ground 
behind an opponent’s goal line ■ He touched the ball down 
under the posts. — see also touchdown 
touch for [phrasal verb] touch (someone) for (something) in¬ 
formal Brit : to persuade (someone) to give or lend you (an 
amount of money) ■ He touched me for a tenner. — see 
also 'touch 10 (above) 

touch off [phrasal verb] touch off (something) or touch 
(something) off : to cause (something) to start suddenly ■ 
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What touched off the fire? ■ The judge’s verdict touched off 
riots throughout the city. 

touch on/upon [phrasal verb] touch on/upon (something) 1 
: to briefly talk or write about (something) : to mention 
(something) briefly ■ The reports touched on many impor¬ 
tant points. ■ She touches upon the issue in the article but 
never fully explains it. 2 : to come close to (something) 

: to almost be (something) ■ Your actions touch on [=verge 
on] treason. 

touch up [phrasal verb] 1 touch up (something) or touch 
(something) up : to improve (something) by making small 
changes or additions ■ She touched up the photographs on 
the computer. 2 touch (someone) up or touch up (some¬ 
one) Brit, informal : to touch (someone) in a sexual way ■ 
He tried to touch her up [=feel her up] at the party. 
touch wood see 1 wood 
touch your forelock see forelock 
2 tOUCh noun, pi touches 

1 [count]: the act of touching someone or something — usu¬ 
ally singular ■ He felt a gentle touch on his shoulder. ■ Fax 
machines allow you to send a document with/at the touch 
[=push] of a button. [=by touching/pushing a button] 

2 [noncount] : the ability to be aware of something physical 
by touching it : the sense that allows you to feel physical 
things • Blind since birth, she relies on her sense of touch to 
read braille. » Sand the wood until it is smooth fo the touch. 
[=until it feels smooth when you touch it] ■ The plate was hot 
to the touch. 

3 [singular] : the quality of a thing that is experienced by 
feeling or touching it ■ the smooth touch [-feel] of silk 

4 [count] : a small detail that is added to improve or com¬ 
plete something — usually + to "He added the final touches 
to the letter and mailed it. ■ The candles and light jazz music 
added a nice touch to their dinner together. 

5 [singular]: a quality that can be seen in the way something 
is done ■ The painting showed the touch of a master. ■ Here at 
our hotel, we strive to provide service with a personal touch. 
■ This room needs a woman’s/feminine touch. [=it needs a 
woman to help decorate it] ■ He has a magic touch with ani¬ 
mals. [=he is able to calm and control animals with unusual 
ease] — see also midas touch 

6 [count] : an act of handling or controlling the ball in a 
sport (such as basketball, soccer, or American football) ■ 
That was her first touch of the game. 

7 [noncount] : the area outside of the lines that mark the 
long edges of the playing area in soccer or rugby ■ The ball 
went into touch. ■ The ball was thrown in by a player stand¬ 
ing in touch. 

a touch : to a small extent: slightly ■ She aimed a touch 
[=a bit, a little] too low and missed. ■ Can you turn up the 
radio a touch more? 

a touch of : a small amount of (something) : a hint or trace 
of (something) ■ She noticed a touch of garlic in the sauce. ■ 
I think 1 have a touch of the flu. 
finishing touch see ‘finish 

in touch 1 : in a state in which people communicate with 
each other especially by calling or writing to each other ■ 
We kept/stayed in touch after college. — often + with • I’ll 
be in touch with you [=1 will call you, e-mail you, etc.] later 
this week. ■ I have been trying to get in touch with her all 
day. 2 a : the state of being aware of what is happening, 
how a particular group of people feels, etc. — usually + 
with ■ As a professor of biology, it is important to keep/stay 
in touch with the latest research. ■ She is in touch with the 
voters and their needs, b : the state of being aware of a 
particular part of your character that is not easily noticed 
— usually + with ■ He is in touch with his sensitive side. ■ 
She meditates to get in touch with her inner self. 
lose touch 1 : to stop communicating with each other : to 
no longer know what is happening in each other’s lives ■ 
They were friends in college, but then they moved to dif¬ 
ferent cities and lost touch. — often + with ■ She lost touch 
with her college roommate after graduation. 2 : to stop 
knowing what is happening, how a particular group of 
people feels, etc. — usually + with • I read the newspaper 
every morning so that I don’t completely lose touch with 
what’s happening in the world. ■ She seems to have lost 
touch with reality [=she believes things that are not true] 
and thinks that she can have everything she wants. 
lose your touch : to no longer have the ability to do things 
that you were able to do successfully in the past ■ His last 
album flopped; he seems to be losing his touch. ■ I must 


have lost my touch: I can’t get this camera to work any¬ 
more. 

out of touch 1 : not communicating with each other ■ I 
don't know if he still lives there. We’ve been out of touch 
for some time. 2 : in a state of not knowing what is hap¬ 
pening, how a particular group of people feels, etc. • I’ve 
been away from the business for several years and feel 
quite out of touch. — usually + with • He is out of touch with 
the younger generation. 

- see also common touch, soft touch 

touch and go adj, informal — used to describe a situation 
in which no one is sure what will happen and there is a 
chance that the result will be bad ■ It was touch and go there 
for a while, but the patient survived, 
touch-back /'tAtflbaek/ noun, pi -backs [count] American 
football : a situation in which the ball is put out of play be¬ 
hind the goal line after a kick or interception After a 
touchback, the team with the ball begins play on its own 20- 
yard line. 

touch-down /'tAtf ,daun/ noun, pi -downs 

1 [count] American football: a score that is made by carrying 
the ball over the opponent’s goal line or by catching the ball 
while standing in the end zone ■ He scored a touchdown. ■ 
The quarterback threw a touchdown (pass) to the wide re¬ 
ceiver. ■ They won the game by a touchdown. [=by seven 
points] A touchdown is worth six points and is usually fol¬ 
lowed by a kick that is worth another point. 

2 [count] rugby : the act of scoring points by putting the ball 
on the ground behind an opponent’s goal line 

3 [count, noncount]: the moment when an aiiplane or space¬ 
craft touches the ground at the end of a flight ■ What was the 
plane’s speed at touchdown ? 

- see also touch down at 'touch 

tou-che /tu'Jei/ inter) — used to admit that someone has 
made a clever or effective point in an argument 
touched /'tAtft/ adj, not used before a noun 

1 : having a small amount of something — usually + with • 
His hair was touched with gray. 

2 [more most ~] : having emotional feelings because you 
are grateful or pleased by what someone has done or said ■ 
She was touched that he had come only to see her. ■ We were 
very touched by their story. 

3 informal + old-fashioned : slightly crazy ■ He’s a bit touched 
(in the head). 

touch football noun [noncount ]: a form of American foot¬ 
ball in which the player with the ball is not tackled but in¬ 
stead must stop when touched by an opponent 
touch-ing /'tMfirj/ adi [more most ~] : having a strong 
emotional effect : causing feelings of sadness or sympathy ■ 
Their story was deeply/very touching, [amoving] 

- touch-ing-ly adv 

touch-line /‘tAtf,lam/ noun, pi -lines [count]: either one of 
the lines that mark the long sides of the playing field in rug¬ 
by or soccer 

touch pad noun, pi ~ pads [count] : a flat surface on an 
electronic device (such as a microwave oven) that is divided 
into several differently marked areas which you can touch to 
choose options ■ Press the start button on the touch pad. 
touch screen noun, pi ~ screens [count] computers : a 
type of screen on a computer which shows options that you 
can choose by touching the screen 
tOUCh-Stone /'tAtf,stoun/ noun, pi -stones [count] : some¬ 
thing that is used to make judgments about the quality of 
other things ■ Good service is one touchstone of a first-class 
restaurant. 

touch—tone /'t/vtf'toun/ adi, always used before a noun 
: having numbered buttons that produce different sounds 
when they are pushed • a touch-tone phone 
touch—type /'tAtf,taip/ verb -types; -typed; -typ-ing [no 
obj] : to type without looking at the keyboard ■ The class 
taught him how to touch-type. 

touchy /'tAtfi/ adi touch-i-er; -est [also more most —] 

1 : easily hurt or upset by the things that people think or say 
about you : sensitive ■ Don’t be so touchy. I was just kid¬ 
ding. — often + about ■ He’s a little touchy about his weight. 
[=he tends to get upset if you say anything about his weight] 

2 : likely to cause people to become upset ■ a touchy subject 

- touch-i-ness /'Utfinas/ noun [noncount] 
tOUChy—feely /,tAtfi'fi:li/ adj [more most ~] informal + 

usually disapproving : very emotional and personal : tending 
to show emotions very openly ■ Some teachers get all touchy- 
feely with their students. ■ touchy-feely people 
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1 tough /'tAf / art tough-er; tough-est 

1 : very difficult to do or deal with • a tough [=hard\ assign¬ 
ment/problem ■ tough choices ■ She had a tough time in col¬ 
lege. ■ It’s been a tough year for our family. = This year has 
been tough on [=hard on] our family. — often followed by to 
+ verb • It was tough to quit smoking. ■ The problem was 
tough to solve. 

2 a : physically and emotionally strong : able to do hard 
work, to deal with harsh conditions, etc. ■ tough soldiers ■ 
Are you tough enough for the job? b : physically strong 
and violent • tough criminals ■ He’s been hanging around 
with a bunch of tough guys. 

3 a : strong and not easily broken or damaged • tough fibers 
■ The rug is made of tough material, b : difficult to cut or 
chew ■ tough meat 

4 : very strict • a tough law/policy • He’s a tough boss/teach¬ 
er, but fair. • The candidates both vow to get tough on crime. 
[=to deal harshly with criminals] 

5 : having a lot of crime or danger ■ a tough neighborhood 

6 : hard to influence or persuade ■ She’s a tough bargainer/ 
negotiator. 

7 informal : unfortunate in a way that seems unfair ■ It’s 
tough that he lost that job. — often used in an ironic way to 
show that you do not feel sympathy for someone ■ “He failed 
the test.” “Well, that’s tough. Maybe if he’d studied a little he 
would have passed.” • He failed the test? Toughl [=too bad ] 
He should have studied more than he did. — see also tough 
luck at ’luck 

(as) tough as nails see ’nail 

(as) tough as old boots Brit, informal : very tough • This 
steak is as tough as old boots. • Don’t worry about her— 
she’s as tough as old boots, 
a tough act to follow see follow 
a tough nut (to crack) see nut 
a tough row to hoe see ’row 
hang tough see ’hang 

— toughdy adv — tough-ness noun [noncount] 

2 tough verb toughs; toughed; toughdng 

tough it out informal : to deal with a difficult situation by 
being determined and refusing to quit • She hated her job, 
but she toughed it out until she found a better one. • Can 
you tough it out until the end of the game? 

3 tOUgh noun, pi toughs [count] informal + old-fashioned : a 
tough and violent person ■ a gang of toughs 
4 tOUgh adv : in a way that shows that you are strong or tough 
• play tough ■ He talks tough but he’s not really dangerous, 
tough-en /'tAfan /verb -ens; -ened; -en-lng 

1 : to make (something) stricter or to become stricter [+ 
obj] The government is toughening antidrug laws. — often + 
up ■ The antidrug laws have been toughened up recently, [no 
obj] — usually + up • The antidrug laws have toughened up 
recently. 

2 : to make (someone) physically or emotionally stronger or 
to become physically or emotionally stronger [+ obj] The 
experience toughened him. — often + up 9 The experience 
toughened him up. [no obj] — usually + up ■ You need to 
toughen up if you want to succeed in this business. 

tough-ie /'tAfi/ noun, pi -les [count] informal 

1 : a difficult problem or question ■ The last question on the 
test was a toughie. 

2 : a tough person : a strong person who is not afraid ■ He 
thinks he’s a real toughie. 

tough love noun [noncount] : love or concern that is ex¬ 
pressed in a strict way especially to make someone behave 
responsibly 

toU*pee /tu*pei/ noun, pi -pees [count] : a small wig that is 
worn by a man to cover a bald spot on his head 
1 tOUr /'tu noun, pi tours 

1 [count] a : a journey through the different parts of a 
country, region, etc. ■ We went on a tour of Italy. ■ They went 
on a driving tour of New England. • a sightseeing tour • We 
hired a tour guide. [=a person who takes people on trips 
through an area and explains the interesting details about it] 
b : an activity in which you go through a place (such as a 
building or city) in order to see and learn about the different 
parts of it ■ They went on a tour of the city. ■ We were taken 
on a tour of/through the school. • We went on a guided tour 
of the museum. • They gave us a tour of their new house. ■ 
We made a tour of the garden. [=we walked around the gar¬ 
den] ■ a tour of Inspection [=an activity in which someone 
goes through a place in order to see if things are in the prop¬ 
er condition] — see also grand tour 


2 : a series of related performances, appearances, competi¬ 
tions, etc., that occur at different places over a period of 
time [count] a golf/book/concert tour [noncount] The band 
will be on tour [^traveling on a tour] for the next month. 

3 [count]: a period of time during which someone (such as a 
soldier) is on duty or in a certain place ■ during his tour in 
Vietnam ■ He served a tour of duty in Germany. 

2 tOur verb tours; toured; tour-ing 

1 : to make a journey or trip through an area or place : to 
make a tour of (something) [+ obj] We toured London. ■ 
We’ll tour the museum tomorrow, [no obj] We toured 
around for several weeks last summer. ■ “Are you here to 
study?” “No, I’m just touring." 

2 : to travel from place to place to perform, give speeches, 
etc. [no obj] Is the band touring this year? [+ obj] The show 
has toured the country. 

tour de force /,tua>da , foa>s/ noun [singular] : a very skillful 
and successful effort or performance • The book/film is a 
tour deforce. ■ Her performance in the play was a real tour de 
force. 

Tou-rette’s syndrome /tu'rets-/ noun [noncount] medi¬ 
cal : a disorder that causes someone to move and speak in an 
uncontrolled way 

tour*ism /'tu^izam/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the activity of traveling to a place for pleasure ■ The city 
developed the riverfront to encourage/promote tourism. 

2 : the business of providing hotels, restaurants, entertain¬ 
ment, etc., for people who are traveling ■ the tourism indus- 
tiy ■ She has a job in tourism. 

tour-ist /'tunst/ noun, pi -ists [count] 

1 : a person who travels to a place for pleasure ■ The muse¬ 
ums attract a lot of tourists. • In the summer the town is filled 
with tourists. 

2 Brit : a member of a sports team that is playing a series of 
official games in a foreign country • The tourists defeated the 
home side. 

— tourist adj, always used before a noun • The museum is a 
big tourist attraction/destination. • She has a job in the 
tourist industry. 

tourist Class noun [noncount] : the cheapest seats on an 
airplane or the cheapest rooms on a ship or in a hotel ■ Tour¬ 
ist class is all we could afford. 

— tourist class adv • We traveled tourist class on the ship, 
tourist trap noun, pi ~ traps [count] disapproving : a place 

that attracts many tourists and that charges high prices • The 
street market is a tourist trap that mostly sells cheap souve¬ 
nirs. • That hotel is just a tourist trap. 
touristy /'turasti/ adj [more most ~] informal + often dis¬ 
approving : attracting or appealing to tourists • touristy sou¬ 
venirs • touristy activities/restaurants • When we travel we 
usually try to avoid the touristy areas. [=the areas where 
there are a lot of tourists] 

tOUr*na*ment /'tuaiiamant/ noun, pi -merits [count] 

1 : a sports competition or series of contests that involves 
many players or teams and that usually continues for at least 
several days • a basketball/golf tournament ■ She’s an excel¬ 
lent tennis player who has won many tournament's. 

2 : a contest of skill and courage between soldiers or knights 
in the Middle Ages 

tour-ney /'tuaiii/ noun, pi -neys [count] chiefly US, infor¬ 
mal : tournament 1 ■ a tennis tourney 
tour-ni-quet /'tuamkat/ noun, pi -quets [count] : a ban¬ 
dage, strip of cloth, etc., that is ti»d tightly around an injured 
arm or leg to stop or slow the bleeding from a wound 
tOU*Sle /'tauzal/ verb tou*sles; tou-sled; tou-slinq [+ obj] 
: to make (someone’s hair) untidy ■ She tousled tne little 
boy’s hair. 

1 tOUt /'taut/ verb touts; tout-ed; touting 

1 [+ obj] : to talk about (something or someone) as being 
very good, effective, skillful, etc. • The company is running 
advertisements touting the drug’s effectiveness. • The compa¬ 
ny’s stock is being touted by many financial advisers. ■ the 
college’s much touted [=praised] women’s studies program 

— often + as ■ The company is touting the drug as a miracle 
cure. • She is being touted [= promoted] as a likely candidate 
for the Senate. 

2 Brit : to try to persuade people to buy your goods or ser¬ 
vices [no obj] — + for ■ They touted for business/customers 
everywhere but had few takers. [+ obj] vendors touting their 
wares 

3 Brit : to buy tickets for an event and resell them at a much 
higher price : scalp [+ obj ] People were touting tickets out- 
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side the stadium, [no obj\ People were touting outside the 
stadium. 

2 tOUt noun, pi touts [count] 

1 US : a person who sells information about which horses 
are likely to win the races at a racetrack 

2 Brit : a person who buys tickets for an event and resells 
them at a much higher price ■ ticket touts [=(US) scalpers] 

1 tOW /'too/ verb tows; towed; tow-ing [+ obj] : to pull (a ve¬ 
hicle) behind another vehicle with a rope or chain ■ The car 
was towed to the nearest garage after the accident. ■ The po¬ 
lice towed my car because it was parked illegally. 

2 tOW noun, pi tows [count] : the act of pulling a vehicle be¬ 
hind another vehicle with a rope or chain — usually singular 

■ He called for a tow to the nearest garage. 

in tow 1 or under tow or Brit on tow — used to describe a 
situation in which one vehicle, boat, etc., is being pulled by 
another ■ a car with a boat in tow • The damaged ship was 
brought into the harbor under tow. If a ship or boat is 
taken in tow, it is tied to and pulled by another boat or 
ship. This phrase is often used figuratively. • The tourists 
were taken in tow by a friendly guide. 2 informal — used 
to describe a situation in which someone is going some¬ 
where with another person or group • a woman with seven 
children in tow 

to*Ward /'towa-d, 'toad/ or towards /'towadz, 'toadz/ prep 

1 a : in the direction of (something or someone) - The bus is 
heading toward town. ■ She took a step toward the door. • He 
leaned towards me. b — used to indicate the direction 
faced by something ■ Turn the chair toward the window. ■ 
The mirrors are pointed toward each other. 

2 a : near (a particular place) ■ They live out towards the 
edge of town, b : not long before (a particular time) ■ It was 
(getting) toward noon when they arrived. ■ We’re thinking of 
taking a vacation towards the end of the month. 

3 : in a process that is intended to produce or achieve (some¬ 
thing) ■ Efforts toward peace have been largely unsuccessful. 

■ a step/trend towards democracy 

4 : in regard to (something or someone) ■ He has a generally 
positive attitude toward [=about] life. ■ She’s been very kind 
towards them. [=she has treated them very kindly] 

5 : as part of the payment for (something) ■ We put $100 to¬ 
ward a new sofa. 

tow-away zone /'tow3,wei-/ noun, pi ~ zones [count] us 
: an area where parking is not allowed and where a parked 
car will be towed 

tOW bar noun, pi ~ bars [count] : a metal bar on the back of 
a vehicle that is used for towing something (such as a vehicle 
or trailer) 

1 tOW-el /'tawal/ noun, pi -els [count] : a piece of cloth used 
for drying thing* ■ She dried her hair with a towel. ■ Here’s a 
towel to wipe up the spill. — see also beach towel, dish 

TOWEL, HAND TOWEL, PAPER TOWEL 

throw in the towel informal : to stop an activity or effort 
: to admit that you cannot do something and stop trying 
: QUIT ■ I threw in the towel a long time ago. ■ He couldn't 
seem to win, but he wasn't ready to throw in the towel. 
2 tOWel verb -els; US -eled or Brit -elled; US -el-ing or Brit 
-el-ling : to dry (something) with a towel [+ obj] He toweled 
(off) his hair, [no obj] — + off or down ■ She climbed out of 
the tub and quickly toweled off. [=dried herself with a towel] 
tOW*el*ling /'tawalnj/ noun [noncount] Brit: terry cloth 
towel rack noun, pi ~ racks [count] US : a bar on which a 
towel is hung in a bathroom — called also (US) towel bar, 
(« chiefly Brit) towel rail; see picture at bathroom 
1 tow-er /'tawer/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a tall, narrow building or structure that may stand apart 
from or be attached to another building or structure • a bell/ 
clock/radio tower • the church tower ■ a cell phone tower 
— see also ivory tower, watchtower, water tower 

2 : a tall piece of furniture used to store something ■ a CD/ 
DVD tower 

3 computers : a personal computer that stands in an upright 
position — see picture at computer 

tower of strength : an emotionally strong person who gives 
a lot of support or help during difficult times ■ She’s been 
a/my tower of strength during my illness. 

2 tOWer verb -ers; -ered; -er-ing 

tower above/over [phrasal verb] tower over/above (some¬ 
one or something) 1 : to be much taller than (someone or 
something) ■ He towers over his sister. ■ The two skyscrap¬ 
ers tower above the other buildings of the city. 2 : to be 
much better or more important than (someone or some¬ 


thing) ■ Her intellect towers above/over ours, 
tower block noun, pi • — blocks [count] Brit : a very tall 
building that contains apartments or offices 
tow-er-ing /'tawing/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : very tall ■ towering mountain peaks ■ towering skyscrapers 

2 : very powerful or intense ■ He flew into a towering rage. 

3 : very great or impressive ■ a towering performance 
tow-head /'too,hed/ noun, pi -heads [count] US, informal + 

old-fashioned : a person with very light blond hair 

— tow-head-ed /'tou,hed3d/ adj ■ a towheaded child 
tow-line /'tou,lam/ noun, pi -lines [count] : a rope or chain 

used for towing vehicles 
town /'taun/ noun, pi towns 

1 [count] : a place where people live that is larger than a vil¬ 
lage but smaller than a city ■ a town in Georgia ■ a mining 
town • the town of Jackson, Florida ■ The nearest shopping 
mall is two towns away. ■ town officials — see also county 

TOWN, GHOST TOWN, SHANTYTOWN, TWIN TOWN 

2 a [count] : the people in a town — usually singular ■ I 
think the entire town has heard the news by now. ■ The 
whole town was at the parade, b the town : the govern¬ 
ment of a town ■ 7he town plans to increase property taxes. 

3 [noncount] : the business and shopping center of a town ■ 
We’re heading to town later on. — see also downtown, up¬ 
town 

4 : the town where someone lives [noncount] He left town 
when he was 16. ■ The circus is coming to town. ■ the town pa¬ 
rade • This is the best restaurant in town. [=in this town] ■ 
Let’s get together. I’ll be in town next week. [=I'll be in your 
town next week] ■ She’s from out of town. [=from a different 
town] [singular] My town has changed a lot over the years. 

— see also hometown 

go to town informal : to do something in a very thorough 
and enthusiastic way ■ When they throw a party, they real¬ 
ly go to town. [=they spend a lot of money and have a big 
party] — often + on ■ She really went to town on the decora¬ 
tions for the party. 

hit the town informal : to spend time in the area of a city or 
town where there are a lot of restaurants, bars, etc. ■ We’re 
planning to hit the town tomorrow. 

(out) on the town informal : going to the restaurants, bars, 
etc., of a city or town for entertainment ■ We spent the 
night out on the town, 
paint the town (red) see 2 paint 
the talk of the town see ^alk 
town centre noun, pi ~ centres [count] Brit : the main or 
central part of a town — compare city centre, down¬ 
town 

town crier noun, pi ~ -ers [count] old-fashioned : an offi¬ 
cial who made public announcements in past times 
town hall noun, pi ~ halls [count] : a town government’s 
main building — usually singular 
town house noun, pi ~ houses [count] 

1 US : a house that has two or three levels and that is at¬ 
tached to a similar house by a shared wall 

2 : a house in a city or town; especially : a house in a town or 
city owned by someone who also has a house in the country 

town-ie /'tauni/ noun, pi -les [count] informal 

1 : a person who lives in a town or city 

2 US : a person who lives in a town that has a college or uni¬ 
versity but does not work at or attend the school ■ fights be¬ 
tween townies and college kids 

town meeting noun, pi ~ -Ings [count] : a meeting of the 
people who live in a town to pass laws for the town or to dis¬ 
cuss town problems, issues, etc. 
town-scape /'taun,skeip/ noun, pi -scapes 

1 [noncount] : the area where a town is and the way it looks 

2 [count] : a picture that shows part or all of a town ■ historic 
townscapes 

towns-folk /'taunz,fouk/ noun [plural ]: the people who live 
in a town : townspeople 

town-ship /'taunjip/ noun, pi -ships [count] : a unit of lo¬ 
cal government in the U.S. 

towns-peo-ple /'taunz,pi:p3l/ noun [plural] : the people 
who live in a town or city 

tOW-path /'tou,pae0, Brit ‘t3u,pa:0/ noun, pi -paths [count] 
old-fashioned : a path along a river or canal used by people 
or horses for towing boats 

tOW-rope noun, pi -ropes [count] : a rope or chain used for 
towing vehicles 

tOW truck noun, pi trucks [count] : a truck with special 
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equipment on the back of it to tow away vehicles — called 
also (Brit) breakdown truck, see picture at truck 
tOX-e-mia ( US ) or Brit tox-ae-mia /tak'siimija/ noun [< non¬ 
count ]| medical 

1 : PREECLAMPSIA 

2 : an infection that is caused by harmful bacteria in the 
blood 

tOX-iC /'tarksik/ adj [more most ~]: containing poisonous 
substances : poisonous ■ a toxic substance/compound ■ The 
fumes from that chemical are highly toxic. ■ Tests will be run 
to determine if the landfill is toxic. — sometimes used figura¬ 
tively ■ a toxic [=very unpleasant] work environment — see 
also TOXIC SHOCK SYNDROME, TOXIC WASTE 
tOX-ic-i-ty /tak'sisati/ noun, pi -ties [count, noncount ] tech¬ 
nical : the state of being poisonous or the degree to which 
something (such as a drug) is poisonous ■ a pesticide with 
low toxicity to humans 

tox-i-col-o-gy /,ta:ks3'ka:l3(fti/ noun [noncount] technical 
: the study of poisonous chemicals, drugs, etc., and how a 
person or other living thing reacts to them — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ Toxicology reports indicate he died from 
a drug overdose. 

— tox-i-COl-O-gist /.tccksa'kailatfeist/ noun, pi -gists 
[count] 

toxic shock syndrome noun [noncount] medical : a se¬ 
rious illness that is caused by bacteria and occurs especially 
in women who use tampons — abbr. 7 SS; called also toxic 
shock 

toxic waste noun, pi ~ wastes : unwanted chemicals that 
are the result of manufacturing or industry and that are poi¬ 
sonous to living things [noncount] The company was fined 
for dumping toxic waste into the river. ■ toxic waste dumps/ 
sites [count] Toxic wastes were detected in the soil samples. 
tOX-in /'tccksan/ noun, pi -ins [count] : a poisonous sub¬ 
stance and especially one that is produced by a living thing ■ 
the toxin in scorpion venom ■ Scientists are studying how ex¬ 
posure to environmental toxins [=small amounts of poisons 
found in air, water, food, etc.J may affect our health. 

1 toy /'toi/ noun, pi toys [count] 

1 : something a child plays with • Please put away your toys. 
■ a plastic/wooden/plush/stuffed toy — see also chew toy, 
SOFT TOY, TINKERTOY 

2 sometimes disapproving : something that an adult buys or 
uses for enjoyment or entertainment ■ He bought a new TV 
and a few other toys. ■ Her latest toy is a sports car. 

3 : something that is very small ■ Your car is just a toy com¬ 
pared to this truck. 

4 : a person who is controlled or used by someone else ■ 
She’s just his toy. • (US) a boy toy = (Brit) a toy boy [=a young 
man who is having a romantic or sexual relationship with an 
older woman] 

— toy-like /'toi.laik/ adj ■ a tiny toylike device 
2 toy verb toys; toyed; toy-ing 

toy with [phrasal verb] 1 toy with (something) a : to think 
about (something) briefly and not very seriously ■ I toyed 
with the idea of moving to France but ended up staying 
here, b : to move or touch (something) with your fingers 
often without thinking ■ She toyed [=played] with her hair 
while she talked on the phone. 2 toy with (someone or 
something) : to deal with or control (someone or some¬ 
thing) in a clever and usually unfair or selfish way ■ Don’t 
toy with my emotions. ■ Do you really love me, or are you 
just toying with me? 

3 tOy adj, always used before a noun 

1 a : of, for, or relating to toys ■ a toy store ■ Put your toys 
back in the toy box/chest, b : of a kind that is meant for a 
child to play with ■ toy cars/trains ■ toy soldiers [=small fig¬ 
ures shaped like soldiers] 

2 — used to describe an animal (such as a dog) that is the 
smallest kind of a particular breed ■ a toy poodle 

1 trace /'treis/ noun, pi trac-es [count] 

1 : a very small amount of something ■ He could detect a 
trace [=hint] of cinnamon in the cookies. ■ She spoke without 
a trace of irony. — sometimes used before another noun • 
7Yace amounts of the pesticide were found in many foods. 

— see also trace element 

2 : something (such as a mark or an object) which shows 
that someone or something was in a particular place ■ The 
scientists found traces of human activity in the area. ■ The 
thieves left no trace of evidence behind. ■ He disappeared/ 
vanished without a trace. [=without leaving any signs to show 
where he went] 


3 technical: a line drawn by a machine to record how some¬ 
thing (such as a heartbeat or an earthquake) changes or hap¬ 
pens over time 

2 trace verb traces; traced; trac-ing 

1 [+ obj] a : to draw the outline of (something) • The chil¬ 
dren traced their hands onto the sidewalk with chalk.; espe¬ 
cially : to copy (a design or picture) by putting a thin piece 
of paper that you can see through over it and drawing on top 
of it ■ You can put a piece of paper over the pattern and trace 
it. b : to draw (something, such as letters or a picture) espe¬ 
cially in a careful way ■ She traced the letters of her name. ■ I 
traced a circle in the air/sand (with my finger). — often + out 
■ She traced the letters out on a sheet of paper. 

2 [+ obj] : to follow the path or line of (something) ■ We will 
need to trace the electrical wires through the walls. ■ She 
traced the edge of the book with her finger. [=she moved her 
finger along the edge of the book] 

3 : to follow (something) back to its cause, beginning, or or¬ 
igin : to find out where something came from [+ obj] — 
usually + to • The noise was traced to a loose bolt in the car’s 
engine. ■ The police traced the call to a payphone. — often + 
back ■ He can trace his family history all the way back to the 
Pilgrims. ■ The word “amiable” can be traced back to the Lat¬ 
in word for “friend.” [no obj] The word “amiable” traces 
back to the Latin word for “friend.” ■ a tradition that traces 
back to [-goes back to] the time of the ancient Romans 

4 [+ obj] : to describe or study the way (something) hap¬ 
pened over time ■ Her book traces the development of art 
through the ages. 

5 [+ obj] : to try to find (someone or something) by collect¬ 
ing and studying evidence ■ The detective is in charge of trac¬ 
ing [=(more commonly) tracking down] missing persons. 

— trace-able /'treisabal/ adj [more most ~] ■ The word 
“amiable” is traceable to the Latin word for “friend.” ■ This 
phone call is traceable. 

trace element noun, pi ~ -ments [count] technical 

1 : a chemical element that is present only in very small 
amounts 

2 : a chemical or element that a living thing needs in very 
small amounts in order to live 

trac-er Areisa*/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a type of bullet that shows its path by creating smoke or 
light as it moves through the air ■ The enemy fired tracers at 
the aircraft carrier. ■ tracer fire/rounds/bullets 

2 medical : a substance that is put in a patient’s body so that 
doctors can watch a biological process (such as digestion) or 
see how a condition (such as cancer) is progressing ■ They in¬ 
jected her with a radioactive tracer and tracked it via X-rays. 

trac-ery /'treisari/ noun [noncount] 

1 : decorative patterns made in stone in some church win¬ 
dows ■ This window is an example of Gothic tracery. 

2 : lines that cross each other in a complicated and attractive 
pattern ■ the delicate tracety of a butterfly’s wing 

tra-chea /'treikija, Brit traMdrja/ noun, pi -che-ae /-ki,i:, 
Brit -'kirji/ or -che-as [count] medical : a long tube in your 
neck and chest that carries air into and out of your lungs — 
called also windpipe 

— tra-che-al /'treikijal/ adj 

tra-che-o-to-my Atreiki'cutami/ noun, pi -mies [count] 
medical : an emergency operation in which a cut is made in 
the trachea so that a person can breathe 
trac-ing /'treisig/ noun, pi -ings [count] : a copy of a pic¬ 
ture, map, etc., that is made by tracing the original 
tracing paper noun, pi • — -pers [count, noncount] : a very 
thin kind of paper that you can see through and use to trace 
a design, picture, etc. 

1 track /'treek/ noun, pi tracks 

1 [count] : a mark left on the ground by a moving animal, 
person, or vehicle — usually plural ■ moose/tire tracks • Di¬ 
nosaur tracks were found in the canyon. 

2 [count] : a path or trail that is made by people or animals 
walking through a field, forest, etc. ■ Follow the track into 
the forest. 

3 [count] a : a pair of metal bars that a train, trolley, or sub¬ 
way car rides along ■ The train went off the track. = The train 
jumped the track. — usually plural ■ We were walking beside 
the train/railroad tracks, b US : a set of tracks at a train or 
subway station ■ The train to Chicago will leave track 3. 

4 [count] : an often circular path or road that is used for rac¬ 
ing ■ She ran a few laps around the track before the race. ■ a 
dog/horse track [=a track where dog/horse races are held] 

— see also racetrack 
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5 [noncount] US : track and field ■ He ran track in high 
school. — often used before another noun » a track star ■ our 
track team ■ a track event/meet — see also tracksuit 

6 [count] : a rod or bar that is used to hold something (such 
as a curtain or sliding door) — see also track lighting 

7 [count] : the course along which someone or something 
moves or proceeds ■ the track of a storm/bullet ■ His brother 
and sister went to college, but he chose a different track. 
[=he chose to do something different] — see also fast 

TRACK, INSIDE TRACK, TENURE-TRACK 

8 [count] US : a course of study followed by students who 
have particular abilities, needs, and goals ■ students on the 
college track — called also (Brit) stream 

9 [count] a : a song on a record, CD, etc. ■ Tracks 6 and 11 
are particularly good. ■ The title track [=the song with the 
same title as the album] is a hit. — see also soundtrack b 
: a separate recording of each instrument or voice in a song ■ 
Increase the volume on the drum/vocal track. — see also 

LAUGH TRACK, SOUNDTRACK 

cover your tracks : to hide anything that shows where you 
have been or what you have done so that no one can find 
or catch you ■ The culprits covered their tracks well and left 
little evidence at the crime scene. 
in your tracks : If you stop or are stopped in your tracks, 

you stop doing something suddenly or immediately. ■ He 
stopped/froze in his tracks , turned, and came back. ■ Her 
comment stopped me (dead) In my tracks. [=it surprised 
me very much; it caused me to stop and think] 
keep track : to be aware of how something is changing, 
what someone is doing, etc. ■ There’s so much going on 
that it’s hard to keep track. — usually + of • It’s hard to 
keep track of what’s going on. ■ Keep track of your little 
brother for me, will you? • It’s her job to keep track of how 
the money is spent. ■ I watch the news to keep track of cur¬ 
rent events. 

lose track : to stop being aware of how something is chang¬ 
ing, what someone is doing, etc. ■ With so much going on, 
it’s easy to lose track. — usually + of ■ It’s easy to lose track 
of what’s going on. ■ I’m sorry I’m late. I lost track of the 
time. ■ We lost track of each other after high school. 
make tracks informal : to leave a place quickly ■ Here 
comes your mom—I’d better make tracks. 
off the beaten track see beaten 

off track : away from the main point, thought, etc. ■ Let’s 
not get off track. ■ He kept the discussion from going too 
far off track. 

on the right/wrong track : following a course that will lead 
to success/failure ■ Although their research is far from 
complete, the scientists are convinced that they are on the 
right track. ■ She believes that our current foreign policy is 
on the wrong track. 

on track : happening the way that you expect or want things 
to happen : following a schedule, routine, etc. ■ Are we on 
track with the project? • The project is on track. ■ I had to 
get my life back on track after the accident. 
the wrong side of the tracks : the part of a town, city, etc., 
where poor people live » She fell in love with a boy from 
the wrong side of the tracks. 

— track*less /*trakl3s/ adj • a trackless wilderness/desert/ 
expanse 

2 track verb tracks; tracked; tracking 

1 [+ obj] a : to follow and try to find (an animal) by looking 
for its tracks and other signs that show where it has gone ■ 
He tracked the deer for a mile, b : to follow and find (some¬ 
one or something) especially by looking at evidence ■ The de¬ 
tectives tracked the killer to Arizona. — often + down ■ They 
tracked him down in Arizona. ■ Scientists tracked down the 
cause of the disease to a particular gene. ■ If I manage to 
track down [=find] those photos, I’ll let you know. 

2 [+ obj] a : to follow or watch the path of (something) ■ 
The ship can track incoming missiles with radar. ■ Meteorol¬ 
ogists are tracking the storm. ■ an electronic tracking device/ 
system b : to watch or follow the progress of (someone or 
something) ■ You should start tracking [= keeping track of] 
your living expenses. ■ The study tracked the patients over 
the course of five years. 

3 [no obj] US : to move in a certain way or in a certain direc¬ 
tion ■ The boat tracks well. ■ The squadron will track north 
by northeast for 40 miles. 

4 [+ obj] US : to make marks by bringing (dirt, mud, etc.) in¬ 
doors on the bottom of your feet ■ Don’t you track mud into 
this clean kitchen! ■ The dog tracked dirt all over the floor. 

5 US : to place young students in certain classes according 


to their abilities and needs [no obj] This school does not 
track. [+ obj The school tracks [=(Brit) streams] students 
into “remedial," “average,” and “gifted” classes. 

6 [no obj] of a movie camera or video camera : to move in a 
particular direction especially in a straight line ■ At the start 
of the movie, the camera tracks along the street to the 
house’s front door. 

- track*er noun, pi -ers [count] » He is a skilled animal 
tracker. ■ The automatic flight tracker will tell you when 
her plane will be landing. 

track and field noun [noncount] US : a sport in which ath¬ 
letes participate in different running, jumping, and thrdwing 
contests (such as the hurdles, long jump, and shot put) — 
called also track, (Brit) athletics 

- track-and-field /,trak3n'fi:ld/ adj ■ She is on the track- 
and-field team. ■ track-and-field events 

track-ball /'trek,bail/ noun, pi -balls [count] computers : a 
device which consists of a small ball that you roll with your 
fingers to control the movement of a pointer on a computer 
screen 

track lighting noun [noncount] US : lights that are spaced 
along a bar or rod placed on a ceiling or wall ■ We installed 
some track lighting in the kitchen. — called also track lights ; 
see picture at lighting 

track record noun, pi ~ -cords [count] : the things that 
someone or something has done or achieved in the past re¬ 
garded especially as a way to judge what that person or thing 
is likely to do in the future ■ The Senator has a good track 
record on these issues. [=the Senator has dealt with these is¬ 
sues in a proper/effective way in the past] ■ These stocks 
have a proven track record. 

track-SUit /'trak,su:t/ noun, pi -suits [count] : a pair of 
loose pants and a matching jacket that are worn especially 
during exercise 

1 tract /'trakt/ noun, pi tracts [count] 

1 : a system of body parts or organs that has a particular 
purpose ■ the digestive/urinary/respiratory tract 

2 : an area of land ■ She bought a 200-acre tract out in the 
country. ■ large/huge/vast tracts of land 

- compare 2 tract 

2 tract noun, pi tracts [count] : a small, thin book that typical¬ 
ly expresses a group’s political or religious ideas ■ religious 
tracts — compare ‘tract 

trac-ta-ble /'traktabal/ adj [more most ~] formal 

1 : easily managed or controlled ■ This new approach should 
make the problem more tractable. — opposite intracta¬ 
ble 

2 : willing to learn or be guided by another ■ He’s a very trac¬ 
table child. ■ a tractable horse 

tract house noun, pi ~ houses [count] US : a house that is 
one of many similar houses built on an area of land 
traC'tion /'trakfan/ noun [noncount] 

1 a : the force that causes a moving thing to stick against the 
surface it is moving along ■ These tires get good traction on 
wet roads. ■ A patch of ice caused the car to lose traction, b 
: the power that is used to pull something ■ steam traction 

2 medical : a way of treating broken bones in which a device 
gently pulls the bones back into place ■ She was in traction 
for three weeks after she broke her hip. 

3 informal : the support, interest, etc., that is needed for 
something to succeed or make progress ■ The bill failed to 
gain traction in the Senate. ■ We didn’t get traction on this 
idea until the board took interest. 

trac-tor /'trakta'/ noun, pi -tors 
[count] 

1 : a large vehicle that has two 
large back wheels and two 
smaller front wheels and that is 
used to pull farm equipment 

2 US : a short, heavy truck that 
is designed to pull a large trailer 

tractor-trailer noun, pi -ers 
[count] US : semitrailer 2 
trad /'trad/ adj [more most ~] 
chiefly Brit : traditional ■ trad jazz 
trad-able also trade-able /'treidabal/ adj : able to be 
bought or sold • tradable stocks ■ Those company shares are 
not tradable. 

1 trade /'treid/ noun, pi trades 

1 a [noncount] : the activity or process of buying, selling, or 
exchanging goods or services : commerce ■ foreign/inter- 




trade • trade surplus 


1746 


national trade ■ the trade between the two countries ■ The 
tariff is a barrier to trade. - The tariff is a trade barrier. ■ 
trade agreements ■ a trade route [=a route used for transport¬ 
ing goods] — see also free trade, trade deficit, trade 
surplus b : the amount of things or services that are 
bought and sold : the money made by buying and selling 
things or services [noncount] Trade accounts for half of our 
gross national product, [singular] The store does a brisk/lu¬ 
crative trade in T-shirts. [=the store sells a lot of T-shirts] 

2 [count] a : the act of exchanging one thing for another ■ 
My cupcake for your brownie is a fair/good trade, [-swap] 
b US, sports : the act of giving one of your players to another 
team and getting one of their players in return • The Tigers 
made a few good trades this season and picked up some 
promising players. 

3 : a job; especially : a job that requires special training and 
skills and that is done by using your hands [count] Are you 
interested in learning a new trade ? [=leaming the skills that 
are needed to perform a different job] • She entered the trade 
[=she began working in her profession] just after graduating 
from high school, [noncount] I am a carpenter/electrician/ 
beautician by trade. [=1 work as a carpenter/electrician/ 
beautician] — see also jack-of-all-trades 

4 [count] : a certain kind of business or industry ■ the drug 
trade • The tourist trade is our main source of state revenue. • 
a trade group/association ■ trade publications — see also 
RAG TRADE 

tools of the/your trade : a set of tools or skills that are nec¬ 
essary for a particular kind of job or work • She showed 
me her paints, brushes, and the other tools of her trade. ■ 
When you work with young children, patience and consis¬ 
tency are tools of the trade. 

trick of the/your trade : a quick or clever way of doing 
something that you have learned usually as part of your 
job ■ Let me show you a little trick of the trade. ■ a mystery 
writer who knows all the tricks of his trade 
- see also stock-in-trade 
2 trade verb trades; trad*ed; trading 

1 a : to give something to someone and receive something in 
return : to give something in exchange for something else 
[no obj] Do you want to trade ? [=swap] ■ If you don't like 
your seat, I’ll trade with you. [+ obj] We traded [=, switched] 
seats halfway through the show. • I'll trade my chips for your 
popcorn. = I'll trade you my chips for your popcorn. • I trad¬ 
ed seats with her halfway through the show. • The boys are 
on the phone trading jokes/secrets. [=telling each other 
jokes/secrets] ■ I got tired of listening to them trade insults. 
[=insult each other] ■ I would love to trade places with him. 
[=1 would love to be in his situation] b [+ obj] US, sports : to 
give (one of your players) to another team in exchange for 
one of their players • He was traded to the Yankees. ■ They 
traded him to the Broncos. 

2 [+ obj] : to stop using (one thing) and start using another ■ I 
traded my pen for a pencil and kept writing. 

3 a [no obj] : to buy, sell, or exchange goods or services — 
often + with or in ■ The two countries continue to trade with 
each other. ■ They are suspected of trading in illegal weap¬ 
ons. ■ China is one of the biggest trading partners of the 
USA. b : to buy and sell stocks, bonds, etc. [+ obj] Theirfirm 
specializes in trading bonds, [no obj] She mostly trades in 
stocks. ■ The stock is trading at [=is being sold for] $71 ashare. 

4 [no obj] chiefly Brit : to exist as a company or business ■ 
Our company trades [=does business] under the name Smith 
& Sons. 

trade down [phrasal verb] : to sell something you own and 
buy a similar thing that costs less money ■ They traded 
down to a smaller house after their children had grown up 
and moved away. 

trade In [phrasal verb] trade (something) in or trade In (some¬ 
thing) : to sell (something) back to a business as part of 
your payment for something else ■ We traded our car in for 
a newer model. • Trade in your car and get $3,000 towards 
a new car! — see also trade-in 
trade off [phrasal verb] 1 trade off or trade off (something) 
US — used to describe a situation in which one person 
does something, then another person does it, and so on ■ 
When you get tired of driving, I’ll trade off with you. = 
When you get tired of driving, we can trade off. [=when 
you get tired, I will drive for a while] • They trade off [-take 
turns] babysitting each other's kids. • Two of the band 
members traded off guitar solos. [=they took turns playing 
guitar solos] 2 trade off (something) : to give up (some¬ 
thing that you want) in order to have something else — 


usually + for ■ The car’s designers traded off some power for 
greater fuel efficiency. — see also trade-off 
trade on [phrasal verb] trade on (someone or something) : to 
use (something) in a way that helps you : to get an advan¬ 
tage from (something) ■ He wants to succeed by working 
hard instead of just trading on his good looks. 
trade up [phrasal verb] : to sell something you own and buy 
a similar thing that is more expensive ■ They keep trading 
up, buying larger and larger houses, 
trade book noun, pi ~ books [count] : a book that is pub¬ 
lished for and sold to the general public 
trade deficit noun, pi ~ -cits [count] finance : a situation 
in which a country buys more from other countries than it 
sells to other countries : the amount of money by which a 
country’s imports are greater than its exports ■ We have an 
annual trade deficit of $6.2 billion. — called also (Brit) trade 
gap ; opposite trade surplus 
trade fair noun, pi ~ fairs [count ]: trade show 
trade-in / , treid,in/ noun, pi -ins [count] : something (such 
as a used car) that you sell to a business as part of your pay¬ 
ment for something new ■ Bring in your trade-in and receive 
$3,000 towards any new car on the lot. — see also trade in at 
2 trade 

trade-mark /'treidimafrk/ noun, pi -marks [count] 

1 : something (such as a word) that identifies a particular 
company's product and cannot be used by another company 
without permission ■ “Kleenex” is a registered trademark. — 
abbr. TM 

2 : a quality or way of behaving, speaking, etc., that is very 
typical of a particular person, group, or organization ■ Out¬ 
spokenness has always been his trademark. ■ Courtesy is the 
company’s trademark. — often used before another noun ■ 
She greeted us with her trademark smile. 

— trade*marked /'treid^a^kt/ adj • That name is trade- 
marked. - That is a trademarked name. 

trade name noun, pi ~~ names [count] 

1 : brand name ■ Ibuprofen is sold under several trade 
names. 

2 : the name of a business 

trade—Off /'treid,a:f/ noun, pi -offs [count] 

1 : a situation in which you must choose between or balance 
two things that are opposite or cannot be had at the same 
time — often + between • There’s often a trade-off between 
the need for safety and the desire to work quickly. 

2 US : something that you do not want but must accept in 
order to have something that you want ■ The job pays well. 
The biggest trade-off is that you have to work long hours. 

— see also trade off at 2 trade 

trad*er /'treida-/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who buys, 
sells, or exchanges goods ■ She is a stock/bond/commodities 
trader. ■ early explorers and fur traders 
trade school noun, pi ~ schools [count] US : a school in 
which people learn how to do a job that requires special 
skills • an automotive trade school 
trade secret noun, pi ~ -crets [count]: something (such as 
a special way of doing or making something) that is known 
only by the company that uses it and is protected from com¬ 
petitors 

trade show noun, pi ~ shows [count] : a large gathering 
in which different companies in a particular field or industry 
show their products to possible customers • The company 
unveiled a new product at the annual trade show this week. 

— called also trade fair 

trades«man /'treidzman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] 

1 : a person who works in a job that requires special skill or 
training ■ electricians, plumbers, and other tradesmen ■ He 
joined the tradesmen's union. 

2 chiefly Brit : someone who sells or delivers goods; especial¬ 
ly : SHOPKEEPER 

trades-peo'ple /'treidz,pi:p3l/ noun [plural] 

1 : people who work in a trade : people whose professions 
require special skills and work that is done with the hands ■ 
Local tradespeople like plumbers and electricians have raised 
their rates. 

2 Brit : people who own and run shops : shopkeepers or 
merchants 

trade surplus noun, pi ~ -pluses [count]finance : a situa¬ 
tion in which a country sells more to other countries than it 
buys from other countries : the amount of money by which 
a country’s exports are greater than its imports • The coun¬ 
try’s trade surplus increased last year. ■ a trade surplus of al¬ 
most $10 billion — opposite trade deficit 
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trade union noun, pi unions [count] Brit : labor 

UNION 

- trade unionist noun, pi — ists [count] Brit 
trade wind noun, pi ~ winds [count]: a wind that blows al¬ 
most constantly to the west and towards the equator — usu¬ 
ally plural • sailors who followed the trade winds 
trading noun [noncount] : the act or practice of buying and 
selling something (such as stocks or bonds) • Trading was 
slow at the stock market today. • He’s accused of insider 
trading, [illegally using a company’s secret information to 
buy and sell that company’s stocks] — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ a major trading center of Europe • a trading 
company/partner 

trading card noun, pi ~ cards [count]: a card that usually 
has pictures of and information about someone (such as an 
athlete) and that is part of a set which you collect by ex¬ 
changing cards with other people ■ He had a complete set of 
his favorite baseball team’s trading cards. 
trading post noun, pi ~ posts [count] : a place (such as a 
store, a town, or a fort) that is far from other towns and is 
used as a center for buying, selling, and trading goods and 
services ■ The French set up a trading post on the coast. ■ The 
town was first established as a trading post. 
tra»di»tion /tra'dijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : a way of thinking, behaving, or doing something that has 
been used by the people in a particular group, family, soci¬ 
ety, etc., for a long time [count] cultural traditions • an an¬ 
cient/old tradition • One of our town’s time-honored tradi¬ 
tions is to have an Easter egg hunt the week before Easter. ■ 
It is their tradition to give thanks before they start eating. ■ 
There’s an office tradition of wearing casual clothes on Fri¬ 
days. ■ Our company has a long tradition [=history] of excel¬ 
lence in our field. ■ My dad and granddad were both carpen¬ 
ters, and my brother is carrying on the tradition. [=my 
brother is also a carpenter] ■ They no longer follow the tradi¬ 
tions of their ancestors, [noncount] The cheese is made ac¬ 
cording to tradition. [=made in way that has been used for 
many years; made in the traditional way] ■ We broke with tra¬ 
dition and had goose for Thanksgiving instead of turkey. ■ By 
tradition , the celebration begins at midnight. ■ They no long¬ 
er follow tradition. ■ a ceremony steeped in tradition [=having 
many traditional parts] 

2 [noncount] : the stories, beliefs, etc., that have been part of 
the culture of a group of people for a long time ■ According 
to tradition , the goddess lies sleeping beneath the mountain. • 
He studied the Anglo-Saxon oral tradition. [=the stories, be¬ 
liefs, etc., that a group of people shared by telling stories and 
talking to each other] 

3 [singular] — used to say that someone has qualities which 
are like the qualities of another well-known person or group 
of people from the past ■ He’s a politician in the best liberal 
tradition. [=a politician like other liberal politicians of the 
past] ■ a politician in the (great/grand) tradition of Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt 

tra»di»tion»al /tra'dijon]/ adj [more most ~] 

1 a : based on a way of thinking, behaving, or doing some¬ 
thing that has been used by the people in a particular group, 
family, society, etc., for a long time : following the tradition 
of a certain group or culture • It is traditional to eat turkey 
and cranberry sauce on Thanksgiving. ■ We often cook tradi¬ 
tional Mexican meals for our guests. ■ She wore a traditional 
Japanese kimono. ■ a traditional Russian fairy tale b : typi¬ 
cal or normal for something or someone : having the quali¬ 
ties, beliefs, etc., that are usual or expected in a particular 
type of person or thing ■ She is a traditional liberal politician. 
■ We got a traditional bank loan with a fixed interest rate. 

2 : based on old-fashioned ideas : not new, different, or 
modem ■ I prefer a more traditional style of furniture. ■ His 
views on marriage are quite traditional. He says that the wife 
should stay home with the children while the husband 
works. ■ traditional beliefs/values 

— tra-di-tion-aMy adv • lYaditionally, guests are served 
first. ■ She thinks too traditionally for my taste. 

tra*di*tion*al*ist /tra'di/analist/ noun, pi -ists [count] : a 
person who believes that older ways of doing or thinking 
about things are better than newer ways : a person who fol¬ 
lows a particular and established tradition ■ She is a tradition¬ 
alist when it comes to men’s and women’s roles. • conserva¬ 
tive/religious traditionalists • a traditionalist view 

— tra*di*tion*al*ism /tra , dij3n3,liz3m/ noun [noncount] ■ 
religious traditionalism 

tra-duce /tra'duis, Brit tra'djuis/ verb -duc*es; -duced; 



-dueling [+ obj]formal: to tell lies about (someone): slan¬ 
der • He was traduced in the press. 

Mraf.fj c /'trsefik/ noun [noncount] 

1 : all the vehicles driving along a certain road or in a certain 
area ■ Let’s leave early to avoid rush hour traffic. ■ Traffic is 
backed up to the bridge. ■ traffic congestion ■ a traffic acci¬ 
dent 

2 : the movement of airplanes, ships, etc., along routes ■ air 
traffic ■ Barge traffic was halted because of flooding. 

3 : the amount of people who pass through a certain place 
or travel in a certain way ■ Airlines saw a decrease in passen¬ 
ger traffic this year. ■ There is a walkway along the bridge for 
pedestrian/foot traffic. [=people who are walking] ■ We get a 
lot of foot traffic [=people who walk by and stop to look] in 
our shop. 

4 computers : the number of people who visit a Web site or 
use a system ■ We’re trying to increase traffic to our site. ■ In- 
temet/network traffic can cause slower response times dur¬ 
ing peak hours. 

5 : the buying and selling of illegal goods or services espe¬ 
cially between countries • Drug traffic across the border has 
increased. 

2 traffic verb -ties; -ticked; -ticking [no obj] : to buy or sell 
something especially illegally — usually + m ■ a gang that 
traffics in drugs — sometimes used figuratively ■ It is a play 
that traffics in bawdy humor. ■ I don’t traffic in sarcasm. 

traffic circle noun, pi ~ 


circles [count] US : a cir¬ 
cular area where two or 
more roads meet and on 
which all vehicles must go 
in the same direction — 
called also (US) rotary, 

(Brit) roundabout 
traffic cone noun, pi ~ 
cones [count] : a brightly 
colored plastic cone that is 
placed on a road to warn 
drivers not to drive too 
close to an area where work is being done, an accident has 
occurred, etc. 

traffic COp noun, pi — cops [count] : a police officer who 
directs traffic or gives fines to people who break traffic laws ■ 
A traffic cop pulled me over and gave me a speeding ticket, 
traffic court noun, pi ~ courts [count, noncount] US : a 
court of law where drivers who have broken traffic laws are 
punished ■ She has to be in traffic court this morning, 
traffic island noun, pi ~ -lands [count] US : island 2a 
traffic jam noun, pi ~ jams [count] : a situation in which a 
long line of vehicles on a road have stopped moving or are 
moving very slowly ■ I’m stuck in a traffic jam, so I’ll be late, 
trafficked /'trsefikt/ adj [more most : having a cer¬ 
tain amount of traffic ■ That is a heavily trafficked [-used] 
bridge. ■ It’s one of the most trafficked [=the most often visit¬ 
ed] sites on the Web. 

traf*f ick*er /'tnefik^/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who 
buys and sells something that is illegal ■ a drug trafficker 
trafficking noun [noncount] : the act or business of illegally 
buying something and selling it especially in another country 
■ She was convicted of drug trafficking. 
traffic light noun, pi ~ lights [count] : an electric lamp that 
usually has a red, a green, and a yellow light and that is used 
to control traffic ■ Take a left at the traffic light. — often plu¬ 
ral — called also light, traffic signal, (US) stoplight ; see pic¬ 
ture at STREET 

traffic ticket noun, pi ~ -ets [count] : Picket 3 ■ I got a 
traffic ticket for speeding. 

traffic warden noun, pi •— -dens [count] Brit : someone 
whose job is to check for cars that are parked illegally 
tra-ge*di*an /tra'cfeirdijan/ noun, pi -ans [count] 

1 : a person who writes tragedies 

2 : an actor who often plays tragic roles 
trag*e*dy /'traefeadi/ noun, pi -dies 

1 a : a very bad event that causes great sadness and often in¬ 
volves someone’s death [count] Her son’s death was a terri¬ 
ble tragedy, [noncount] The situation ended in tragedy when 
the gunman shot and killed two students, b [count] : a very 
sad, unfortunate, or upsetting situation : something that 
causes strong feelings of sadness or regret ■ It is a tragedy 
[=pity, shame] that so many victims are afraid to report the 
abuse. ■ The biggest tragedy here is that the accident could 
have easily been prevented. 
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2 a \count\ : a play, movie, etc., that is serious and has a sad 
ending (such as the death of the main character) ■ “Hamlet” 
is one of Shakespeare’s best-known tragedies. ■ a Greek trag¬ 
edy b [ noncount ] : plays, movies, etc., that are tragedies ■ 
The students are studying Greek tragedy. ■ an actor who is 
drawn to tragedy 

trag-'lC /'trzecfeik/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : causing strong feelings of sadness usually because some¬ 
one has died in a way that seems very shocking, unfair, etc. ■ 
Their deaths were tragic and untimely. ■ They both died in a 
tragic car accident. • Romeo and Juliet’s tragic love affair ■ 
Pride was his tragic flaw. [=a bad quality that causes some¬ 
one to fail, die, etc.] — sometimes used in an exaggerated 
way to describe something that is very bad, unfortunate, etc. 
■ She has a tragic lack of imagination. 

2 : involving very sad or serious topics ■ We saw a tragic play 
about a man with AIDS. : of or relating to tragedy • the trag¬ 
ic characters of her novel 

— trag-i-cal-ly /’trzecfcikli/ adv ■ He died tragically. • Tragi¬ 
cally, she could not afford treatment for her cancer. 

tragi•COm*e*dy /,tr2ecfci'ka:m3di/ noun, pi -dies [count] 
: a play, movie, situation, etc., that is both sad and funny ■ 
The play is a tragicomedy about a man’s search for love. 

- tragbcomdc /.tnecfei'ka.’mik/ also tragi-com«i*cal 
/.trzecfei'kaimikal/ adj ■ a tragicomic view of life 

1 trail /'treil/ verb trails; trailed; trailing 

1 a [+ obj \: to pull (something) behind you especially on the 
ground ■ The dog was trailing [^dragging ] its leash. ■ The little 
girl went to her room, trailing her teddy bear behind her. b 
[no obj\ : to be pulled behind someone or something ■ The 
dog’s leash was trailing along/on the ground. ■ The little girl’s 
teddy bear trailed behind her. 

2 : to walk or move slowly as you follow behind (someone 
or something) [+ obj] He trailed us as we worked our way up 
the mountain, [no obj\ She marched down the street with 
her children trailing (along) behind/after (her). ■ He trailed 
behind (us) as we worked our way up the mountain. 

3 ; to be behind in a race or competition [no obj ] The Pres¬ 
ident is trailing in the polls as the election approaches. ■ We 
were trailing by 3 runs at the end of the 6th inning. [+ obj ] 
Our team trailed their team at the end of the 6th inning. 

4 (+ obj : to follow and watch or try to catch (someone or 
something) ■ The dogs were trailing a fox. ■ Police trailed the 
suspect for six blocks. 

5 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
move, flow, or extend slowly in a thin line ■ Smoke trailed 
(away) from the chimney. ■ A tear trailed down her cheek. 

6 [no obj] : to hang down to the ground ■ The curtains trailed 
onto the floor. — see also trailing 

trail away/off [phrasal verb] — used to say that someone’s 
voice becomes softer and softer and then stops ■ She start¬ 
ed asking him a question, but then her voice trailed off. ■ 
“Do you think you could ...” she said before trailing off. 
2 trail noun, pi trails [count] 

1 : a path through a forest, field, etc. ■ Stay on the trail if we 
get separated. ■ a bike/ski trail — see also nature trail 

2 : the marks, signs, smells, etc., that are left behind by 
someone or something and that can often be followed ■ He 
left (behind) a trail of blood. ■ The car left a trail of smoke as 
it sped off. ■ The storm left a trail of destruction in its wake. 
[=the storm caused a lot of destruction as it moved across 
the land] ■ The dogs were following her trail. = The dogs were 
on her trail. ■ When we got to the river, the trail went cold. 
[=it could no longer be found or followed] ■ The police are 
hot on the trail of the escaped convicts. [=are chasing the es¬ 
caped convicts and are close to catching them] — sometimes 
used figuratively ■ As he gained more political power, he left 
a trail of bitterness behind him. [=he treated people badly 
and made them feel bitter] — see also paper trail, vapor 
trail 

3 : a route that someone follows to go somewhere or achieve 
something ■ following the trail to success ■ The candidates 
talked about the people they met on the campaign trail. 
[=the people they met while going to different places during 
the campaign] 

blaze a trail see *blaze 

hit the trail chiefly US : to begin a journey ■ We should be 
ready to hit the trail by 8:00. ■ The candidates will soon be 
hitting the campaign trail. 
trail-blaz*er Areihbleiza 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who makes, does, or discovers something new 
and makes it acceptable or popular ■ one of the trailblazers 


[=pioneers] of rock and roll • technological trailblazers 
2 : a person who marks or prepares a trail through a forest 
or field for other people to follow 

— trail'blaz-ing /’treiljbleizir)/ adj [more most —] ■ trail- 
blazing architectural designs 

trailer /'treila 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a long platform or box with wheels that is pulled behind 
a truck or car and used to transport things • We helped them 
load the furniture onto the trailer. ■ a horse/boat trailer 

— see also tractor-trailer 

2 chiefly US a : a vehicle that can be pulled by a truck or 
car and that can be parked and used as an office, vacation 
home, etc. * We parked our trailer [=(Brit) caravan] next to 
the lake for the summer, b : mobile home 

3 : a selected group of scenes that are shown to advertise a 
movie : preview ■ a theatrical trailer 

trailer park noun, pi ~ parks [count] chiefly US : a large 
piece of land where trailers (sense 2a) can be parked and 
connected to electricity and water supplies 
trailer trash noun [noncount] US, informal + offensive 
: poor people who live in trailers ■ They called her trailer 
trash. 

trail-head /'treiljhed/ noun, pi -heads [count] chiefly US 
: the beginning of a trail through a forest ■ The hikers met at 
the trailhead at 8 a.m. 
trailing adj [more most ~] 

1 : having stems that hang downward or rest on the ground ■ 
trailing flowers/plants/vines ■ trailing rosemary 

2 : forming the back or last part of something ■ the trailing 
edge of the airplane’s wing [=the edge of the wing that is not 
facing forward] 

trail mix noun [noncount] chiefly US : a mixture of nuts, 
seeds, dried fruits, and sometimes chocolate that is eaten as a 
snack 

1 train /'trem/ noun, pi trains 

1 : a group of vehicles that travel on a track and are con¬ 
nected to each other and usually to an engine : a connected 
group of railroad cars [count] The train pulled into the sta¬ 
tion. * You can get off/on the train in Atlanta. ■ I took a train 
to Madrid. ■ We caught the last train. ■ We slept on the train. ■ 
a passenger train [=a train that people use for traveling] ■ a 
commuter train [=a train that people use to get to and from 
work] ■ an express train [=a train that has very few stops] ■ a 
subway train [=an underground train] ■ ( US) a freight train = 
(Brit) a goods train [=a train carrying cargo] [noncount] We 
traveled by train through Europe. — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ a train [=railroad] station ■ train tracks ■ a train 
schedule/signal/ticket ■ a train crash = (US) a train wreck 

2 [count] old-fashioned : a group of people, vehicles, or ani¬ 
mals that are moving in a line ■ a funeral train ■ a mule train 

— see also wagon train 

3 [count] : an orderly series of events, actions, or ideas ■ a 
train of events ■ I lost my train of thought [=1 forgot what I 
was thinking about] when you interrupted me. 

4 [count] technical : a series of moving machine parts (such 
as gears) for controlling motion ■ There’s a problem with the 
car’s drive train. • the gear train 

5 [count] : a part of a long dress that trails behind the woman 
who is wearing it ■ the bride’s train — see color picture on 
page C16 

in train Brit, formal : in an active state or condition ■ a pro¬ 
cess that had been in train for decades ■ The plans have 
been set in train. in motion] 

— see also gravy train 

2 train verb trains; trained; train-ing 

1 a [+ obj]: to teach (someone) the skills needed to do some¬ 
thing (such as a job) : to give instruction to (someone) ■ He 
was never formally trained as a chef. ■ I’ve been trained in 
first aid. ■ I’m training her to take over my job when I retire. ■ 
My boss is training me on the new equipment. ■ We need to 
train more nurses. ■ They are highly trained professionals, b 
[no obj] : to be taught the skills needed to do something 
(such as a job) ■ I’m training to be/become a nurse. ■ I trained 
at that hospital. ■ He’s training as a chef. 

2 [+ obj] : to cause (someone or something) to develop an 
ability or skill ■ She had to train her mind to think scientifi¬ 
cally. • You can train yourself to relax. ■ A trained [= prac¬ 
ticed ] eye can detect the slightest imperfection. ■ Only a 
trained ear could hear the difference. 

3 a [no obj] : to try to make yourself stronger, faster, or bet¬ 
ter at doing something before competing in an event or com¬ 
petition ■ The team trains five hours a day. • He is training for 
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the Olympics, b [+ obj] : to help (someone) to prepare for 
an event or competition : to coach (an athlete) ■ He trained 
several generations of track-and-field athletes. 

4 [+ obj] : to teach (an animal) to obey commands ■ She 
trained her dog to sit. ■ The police use trained dogs to sniff 
out drugs. • The dog was never properly trained. [=taught to 
obey] — see also house-train 

5 [+ obj] : to make (a plant) grow in a particular direction 
usually by bending, cutting, or tying it • You can train this 
vine to climb up a wall. 

6 [+ obj] : to aim or point (something) toward something or 
in a particular direction ■ He trained the flashlight into the 
hole. ■ We trained our eyes on the horizon. [=we looked to¬ 
ward the horizon] 

— train-able /'treinabal/ adj [more most ~] ■ a very train- 
able dog 

train*ee /trei'ni:/ noun, pi -ees [count] : a person who is be¬ 
ing trained for a job ■ on-the-job trainees ■ management 
trainees ■ a trainee cook 
train-er /‘treina 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who teaches or coaches athletes or animals : a 
person who trains athletes or animals ■ the boxer and his 
trainer ■ a horse trainer ■ She hired a personal trainer. 

2 US : a person who treats the injuries of the members of a 
sports team ■ an athletic trainer ■ the team trainer 

3 Brit : sneaker 

training /'treinii)/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a process by which someone is taught the skills that are 
needed for an art, profession, or job ■ The job requires spe¬ 
cial training. ■ She owes her flexibility to her early training as 
a dancer. ■ He received training in first aid. ■ combat/flight 
training ■ training programs ■ on-the-job training [=training 
that you are given while you are doing a job and getting paid] 
■ She’s in training to be an astronaut. I=she is being trained to 
be an astronaut] ■ a young doctor who’s still in training ■ a 
training manual [=a book of instructions for a job or task] 

— see also basic training, toilet training 

2 : the process by which an athlete prepares for competition 
by exercising, practicing, etc. ■ She’s in training for the Olym¬ 
pics. — see also spring training 

training college noun, pi ~ -leges [count] Brit : a college 
that prepares people for a particular job; especially : a col¬ 
lege for the training of teachers 
training shoe noun, pi ~ shoes [count] chiefly Brit 

:SNEAKER 

training wheels noun [plural] US : a small pair of extra 
wheels that are added to a child’s bicycle so that the bicycle 
can be balanced more easily while the child is learning to 
ride it — called also (Brit) stabilisers 
train set noun, pi ~ sets [count]: a toy train with its tracks, 
buildings, etc. 

train-spot-ter / , treinispa:t 0 >/ noun, pi -ters [count] Brit : a 
person who is interested in trains and who writes down the 
numbers of passing trains as a hobby 

— train-spot-ting /'treiniSpaitiij/ noun [noncount] 
traipse /'treips/ verb traips-es; traipsed; traips-ing [no 

obj] informal : to walk or go somewhere • I traipsed all over 
town looking for the right dress. ■ I’m too old to go traipsing 
around Europe. 

trait /'treit, Brit 'trei/ noun, pi traits [count] formal : a quality 
that makes one person or thing different from another ■ Hu¬ 
mility is an admirable trait, [^quality] ■ This dog breed has a 
number of desirable traits. ■ feminine/masculine traits ■ in¬ 
herited and acquired traits 

trai-tor /‘treita’/ noun, pi -tors [count] : a person who is not 
loyal to his or her own country, friends, etc. : a person who 
betrays a country or group of people by helping or support¬ 
ing an enemy ■ She has been called a traitor to the liberal par¬ 
ty’s cause. ■ He was a traitor who betrayed his country by 
selling military secrets to the enemy. ■ He turned traitor. [=he 
became a traitor; he betrayed his country/friends] 

— trai-tor-ous /'treitaras/ adj [more most ~] ■ traitorous 
acts 

tra-jec-to-ry /tra'c&Ektari/ noun, pi -ries [count] : the 
curved path along which something (such as a rocket) moves 
through the air or through space ■ the trcyeclory of the mis¬ 
sile — often used figuratively to describe a process of change 
or development that leads toward a particular result ■ Her 
early education put her on a trajectory toward a distin¬ 
guished career. ■ his political trajectory from local activist to 
world leader 

tram /'tram/ noun, pi trams [count] 


1 US : a vehicle that runs on a track or on rails and that is 
usually used to carry groups of people for a short distance ■ 
Take the tram to the departure terminal. 

2 chiefly Brit: streetcar 

tram-car /'trzen^kaa 1 / noun, pi -cars [count] chiefly Brit 
: STREETCAR 

tram-line /'tr 2 em,lain/ noun, pi -lines [count] Brit : the met¬ 
al tracks on a street that a streetcar moves along 
tram-mel /'trsemal/ verb -mels; US -meled or Brit 
-melled; US -mel-ing or Brit -mel-ling [+ obj] formal : to 
limit or restrict (something or someone) unfairly ■ laws that 
trammel our rights as citizens 
1 tramp Anemp/ verb tramps; tramped; tramp-ing 

1 [no obj] : to walk or step heavily ■ Workmen were tramping 
[=(US) tromping] through the house all day. 

2 : to walk for a long distance or time [no obj] We spent the 
day tramping through the woods. [+ obj ] He tramped the 
streets looking for his dog. 

^ramp noun, pi tramps 

1 [count]: a person who travels from place to place and does 
not have a home or much money ■ tramps [=hobos. vagrants] 
sleeping under a bridge 

2 [count] chiefly US, disapproving + somewhat old-fashioned 
: a woman who has sex with many different men 

3 [count] somewhat old-fashioned : a walking trip : hike ■ a 
tramp through the woods 

4 [singular] : the sound made by someone walking heavily • I 
could hear the tramp of boots on the path ahead. 

tram-pie /'tnempal/ verb tram-pies; tram-pled; tram¬ 
pling 

1 : to cause damage or pain by walking or stepping heavily 
on something or someone [no obj] The workmen trampled 
on my flower bed. [+ obj] Her glasses were trampled under¬ 
foot by the crowd. ■ Many people were trampled to death tiy- 
ing to escape the burning building. 

2 : to treat other people’s rights, wishes, or feelings as if they 
are worthless or not important [no obj] They are trampling 
on our rights. 1+ obj] They are trampling our rights. ■ Their 
most cherished traditions have been trampled. 

tram-po-line /.trjempa'liin/ 
noun, pi -lines [count] : a 
piece of equipment that has a 
sheet of strong cloth attached 
by springs to a metal frame 
and that is used for jumping up 
and down for exercise or as a 
sport 

trance Arsens/ noun, pi trampoline 

tranc-es [count] 

1 : a state that is like being asleep except that you can move 
and respond to questions and commands like a person who 
is awake ■ The hypnotist put him in a (hypnotic) trance. ■ The 
spiritual healer fell/went into a trance. 

2 : a state in which you are not aware of what is happening 
around you because you are thinking of something else • He 
was staring out the window in a trance. 

tran-ny Arseni/ noun, pi -nies [count] informal 

1 : a transsexual or a transvestite 

2 US : transmission 3 ■ He fixed the car’s tranny. 
tran-quil Arseqkwal/ adj [more most ~] : quiet and 

peaceful ■ a tranquil life/sea/village 
- tran-quil-ly adverb 

tran-quil-i-ty (US) or chiefly Brit tran-quil-li-ty /trsen- 
'kwilati/ noun [noncount] : the quality or state of being quiet 
and peaceful ■ the tranquility of the quiet countryside ■ peace 
and tranquility 

tran-quil-ize also Brit tran-quil-lise /'trseijkwajaiz/ verb 
-iz-es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] : to use a drug to cause (a per¬ 
son or animal) to become very relaxed and calm ■ They tran- 
quilized the bear with a dart so that it could be safely moved 
to a different area. 

tran-quil-iz-er also Brit tran-quil-lis-er Arserjkwa^aiza 1 / 
noun, pi -iz-ers [count] : a drug that causes a person or ani¬ 
mal to become very relaxed and calm ■ a patient who is on/ 
taking tranquilizers ■ They shot the bear with a tranquilizer 
gun. l=a gun that shoots a dart which contains a drug that 
causes a wild animal to become very relaxed and unable to 
move] 

trans- prefix 

1 : on or to the other side of : across or beyond ■ /ra/watlan- 
tic 
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2 : so as to change in form or position ■ P*mrliterate ■ trans¬ 
plant 

trans-act /traen'zaekt/ verb -acts; -act»ed; -act-ing [+ obj] 
somewhat formal : to do (business) with another person, 
company, etc. ■ We had some important business to transact 
with our distributors. • I prefer not to transact [^conduct] 
business over the phone. ■ transact a real estate deal 
trans-ac-tion /traen'zaekjan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : a business deal : an occurrence in which goods, 
services, or money are passed from one person, account, 
etc., to another ■ business/commercial transactions ■ The en¬ 
tire transaction took place over the phone. ■ a real estate 
transaction ■ a record of your recent banking transactions • 
electronic transactions 

2 [noncount] : the act or process of doing business with an¬ 
other person, company, etc. : the act or process of transact¬ 
ing business ■ the transaction of business over the phone 

trans-at-lan-tic /,tra 2 nsat'laentik/ adj 

1 : going across the Atlantic Ocean • a transatlantic cable ■ a 
transatlantic voyage 

2 : located on or coming from the other side of the Atlantic 
Ocean ■ our transatlantic friends 

3 : involving people or countries on both sides of the Atlan¬ 
tic Ocean ■ a transatlantic conspiracy 

trans*ceiv*er /traen'si :\zr/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a radio 
that can send and receive messages 
tran-SCend /traen'send/ verb -scends; -scend-ed; 
-scend-ing [+ obj],formal : to rise above or go beyond the 
normal limits of (something) ■ music that transcends cultural 
boundaries ■ She was able to transcend her own suffering and 
help others. ■ Her concerns transcended local issues. 
tran-SCen-dent /traen'scndant/ adj, formal 

1 : going beyond the limits of ordinary experience ■ tran¬ 
scendent beings ■ transcendent truths • a transcendent [= tran¬ 
scendental ] experience 

2 : far better or greater than what is usual : extraordi¬ 
nary ■ transcendent beauty ■ a transcendent performance 

— tran-scen-dence /traen'sendans/ noun [noncount] 
tran-scen-den-tal /.traen^en'dentj/ai#: transcendent 

1 • transcendental truths/experiences 
tran-scen-den-tal-ism /(traen^en'dcnta^izam/ noun 
[noncount] : a philosophy which says that thought and spiri¬ 
tual things are more real than ordinary human experience 
and material things 

— tran-scen*den-tal*ist /,traen,s£n'dentalist/ noun, pi 
-ists [count] 

Transcendental Meditation service mark — used for a 
method of meditating in which you close your eyes and re¬ 
peatedly think of a simple sound, word, or phrase (called a 
mantra) 

trans-COn-ti-nen-tal /,traens,ka:nta'n£ntl/ adj : going 
across a continent ■ the transcontinental railroad ■ a six-hour 
transcontinental flight ■ transcontinental shipping 

tran-scribe /traen'skraib/ verb -scribes; -scribed; 
-scrib-ing [+ obj ] 

1 a : to make a written copy of (something) ■ He transcribed 
all of his great-grandfather’s letters, b : to write down 
(something that is spoken) ■ The senator’s speech was tran¬ 
scribed. 

2 : to rewrite (a piece of music) so that it can be performed 
by a different instrument or voice ■ a Mozart string quartet 
transcribed for piano 

3 technical : to represent (speech sounds) with written sym¬ 
bols ■ a system that allows linguists to transcribe the sounds 
of any language 

4 : to change (something written) into a different language ■ 
transcribe textbooks into braille 

— tran-scrib-er noun, pi -ers [count] 
tran-script /'traen,sknpt/ noun, pi -scripts [count] 

1 : a written, printed, or typed copy of words that have been 
spoken ■ a transcript of a radio program ■ a full transcript of 
the court proceedings ■ a transcript of the senator’s speech 

2 US : an official record of a student’s grades ■ You must 
submit your college transcript with your job application. 

tran-scrip-tion /traen'skripjan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [noncount] : the act or process of making a written, print¬ 
ed, or typed copy of words that have been spoken ■ an error 
in transcription ■ Transcription of the tapes took weeks. 

2 [count] : a written, printed, or typed copy of words that 
have been spoken ■ a transcription [= transcript] of the tape re¬ 
cordings 

trans-du-cer /trasns'du.sa', Brit traens'dju:sa/ noun, pi -ers 


[count] technical : a device that changes power from one sys¬ 
tem into another form for another system 
tran-sept /'traen,sEpt/ noun, pi -septs [count] : the shorter 
area that goes across and sticks out from the long part of a 
church and that gives the church the shape of a cross when it 
is viewed from above — compare nave 
trans fat /'traens-, 'traenz-/ noun [count, noncount] technical 
: a type of fat that is found especially in some vegetable oils 
and that is bad for your health 
1 transfer /traens'f^/ verb -fers; -ferred; -fer-ring 

1 [+ obj] ■ to move (someone or something) from one place 
to another • We transferred the baby’s car seat to the other 
car. ■ The patient was transferred to a different hospital. 

2 [+ obj] : to cause (something) to move from one person, 
place, or thing to another: such as a : to move (data, mon¬ 
ey, etc.) from one place to another electronically ■ transfer 
data on the hard drive to a disk ■ transfer funds electronically 

■ He transferred my call to another line, b : to cause (a dis¬ 
ease, virus, etc.) to move from one living thing to another 
: transmit ■ The virus is transferred by mosquitoes. C tech¬ 
nical : to give (property or rights) to another person ■ He 
transferred control of the company to his son. ■ transfer prop¬ 
erty by deed 

3 a [+ obj] : to use (something, such as an idea, a skill, etc.) 
for a new or different purpose ■ She was able to transfer her 
organizational skills to her new job. b [no obj] : to be used 
for a new or different purpose ■ Her skills transferred well to 
her new job. 

4 a [no obj] : to stop going to one school and begin going to 
another ■ She transferred from another high school last year. 

■ He transferred to Stanford. ■ (Brit) My son will transfer to 
secondary school [=will begin going to secondary school] 
next year, b : to move to a different place or job for the 
same employer [no obj] I asked to transfer to the sales de¬ 
partment. [+ obj] He was transferred to the Los Angeles of¬ 
fice last year. • She was transferred to a different department. 

■ The army transferred him to Germany. 

5 [+ obj] chiefly US : to use (credits earned at one school) at a 
different school • I was able to transfer my credits from sum¬ 
mer school. 

6 Brit, sports : to move (a player) to another team in ex¬ 
change for money [+ obj] He was transferred [=(US) sold] to 
Arsenal, [no obj] He transferred to Arsenal. 

7 : to change from one plane, bus, train, etc., to another 
while traveling [no obj] We transferred in Chicago. [+ obj] 
We had to transfer [=change] planes in Chicago. ■ The passen¬ 
gers were transferred to another plane. 

2 trans»fer /'traens,fa 1 / noun, pi -fers 

1 a : an act or process of moving someone or something 
from one place to another [count] We switched to another 
car, and the transfer only took a few minutes. ■ They ar¬ 
ranged f or a transfer of the prisoner to a different prison. ■ a 
transfer of funds [noncount] a material that reduces heat 
transfer ■ speeding up data transfer between computers b 
I count] : a process by which one method, system, etc., is re¬ 
placed by another ■ We are doing everything possible to en¬ 
sure a smooth transfer to the new system. 

2 [count] : the act or process of giving the property or rights 
of one person to another person ■ a transfer by deed or will ■ 
a transfer of power/ownership/wealth 

3 [count] : an act of moving from one job or location to an¬ 
other for the same company • a transfer to the home office ■ 
My overseas transfer has been approved. 

4 [count] US : a student who has moved from one school to 
another ■ The school accepts only a few transfers each year. ■ 
She’s a transfer from the junior college. ■ He’s a transfer stu¬ 
dent. 

5 [count] chiefly Brit : a picture or label that is made on spe¬ 
cial paper so that it sticks to a surface : decal ■ The letter¬ 
ing was put on the sign by using transfers. 

6 [count] chiefly US : a ticket that allows a passenger on a 
bus or train to continue traveling on another bus or train 

transferable also trans*fer*ra>ble /traens'farabal/ adj 
[more most ~] 

1 : capable of being moved or transferred from one place or 
situation to another ■ transferable skills ■ transferable college 
credits 

2 : capable of being given or sold to another person ■ These 
plane tickets are not transferable. ■ a transferable life insur¬ 
ance policy 

trans*fer*ence /traens'farans, 'traens,farans/ noun [non¬ 
count] 
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1 technical: the act of moving something from one place to 
another ■ transference of energy ■ heat transference 

2 psychology : a process by which the feelings that you had 
for someone (such as a parent) when you were a child be¬ 
come directed to someone else (such as a psychoanalyst) 

trans-fig-ure /traens'figjas Brit traensTiga/ verb -ures; 
-ured; -lining [+ obj] literary : to change the appearance of 
something or someone • Her face seemed transfigured by 
happiness. 

trans-fix /trasns'fiks/ verb -fix-es; -fixed; -fix-ing [+ obj] 
formal: to cause someone to sit or stand without moving be¬ 
cause of surprise, shock, interest, etc. — usually used as (be) 
transfixed ■ He stood transfixed by her gaze. ■ The children 
sat transfixed in front of the TV. 
trans-form /traens'foam/ verb -forms; -formed; -form- 
Ing [+ obj] : to change (something) completely and usually 
in a good way ■ The new paint completely transformed 
[=changed the appearance of] the room. ■ A little creativity 
can transform an ordinary meal into a special event. ■ The 
old factory has been transformed into an art gallery. • The In¬ 
ternet has completely transformed [=changed the nature of] 
many retail businesses. 

trans-for-ma-tion Atrasnsfyineijan/ noun, pi -tions : a 
complete or major change in someone’s or something’s ap¬ 
pearance, form, etc. [count] His appearance has undergone 
a complete transformation. [=his appearance has changed 
completely] ■ The building underwent various transforma¬ 
tions over the years. ■ the character’s inner transformation 
[noncount] an agent of transformation 
trans-for-ma-tive /trasns'foa-mativ/ adj, formal : causing 
or able to cause a change; especially : causing someone’s life 
to be different or better in some important way ■ a transfor¬ 
mative experience ■ the transformative power of love ■ a 
transformative force 

trans-form-er /traens'foama 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] techni¬ 
cal : a device that changes the voltage of an electric current 
trans-fuse /traens'fju:z/ verb -fus-es; -fused; -fus-ing [+ 
obj] medical : to take (blood) from one person or animal and 
put it into another • The hospital staff transfuses more than 
8,000 units of blood annually. 

trans-fu-sion /traens'fju:33n/ noun, pi -sions : blood 
transfusion [noncount] the transfusion of blood [count] 
Without a transfusion her chances of survival were slim. — 
often used figuratively ■ The project has received a much- 
needed transfusion of funds. [=has received a new supply of 
funds/money] 

trans-gen-der /traens'cfcenda 1 / adj : of or relating to people 
who have a sexual identity that is not clearly male or clearly 
female • the transgender community ■ transgender issues 

— trans-gen-dered /traens'cfeendad/ adj ■ transgendered 
people 

trans-gress /trams'gres/ verb -gress*es; -gressed; 
-qvessdnq formal : to do something that is not allowed : to 
disobey a command or law [no obj] He who transgresses 
must seek forgiveness. [+ obj] There are legal consequences 
for companies that transgress the rules. 

— trans-gres-sion /traens'grejan/ noun, pi -sions [count] • 
a minor transgression — trans-gres*sor /traens'gresa 1 / 
noun, pi -sors [count] 

^tran-sient Araenzijant/ adj [more most ~] formal 

1 : not lasting long ■ transient joys 

2 : staying somewhere only a short time ■ a transient popula¬ 
tion ■ transient guests 

— tran*sience /'traenzijons/ noun [noncount] ■ the tran¬ 
sience of fame/joy — transiently adv 

transient noun, pi -sients [count] chiefly US : a person who 
does not have a permanent home and who stays in a place 
for only a short time before going somewhere else 
tran-sis-tor /traen'zista 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] 

1 : a small device that is used to control the flow of electric¬ 
ity in radios, computers, etc. 

2 somewhat old-fashioned : transistor radio 
transistor radio noun, pi ~ -dios [count] somewhat old- 

fashioned : a small radio that has transistors 
tran-sit /'transat/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the act of moving people or things from one place to an¬ 
other ■ Some of the goods were lost in transit [=in the pro¬ 
cess of being transported] 

2 US : MASS transit ■ the problems of urban transit — of¬ 
ten used before another noun • a proposal for a new rail tran¬ 
sit route — see also rapid transit 

transit camp noun ~ camps [count] chiefly Brit : a place 


for refugees to stay for a short period of time 
1 tran-si-tion /traen'zijan/ noun, pi -tions : a change from 
one state or condition to another [count] We want to have a 
smooth transition when the new owners take control of the 
company. ■ the sometimes difficult transition from childhood 
to adulthood ■ The country made/underwent a peaceful 
transition from dictatorship to democracy, [noncount] The 
industry is undergoing transition. [=is changing in some im¬ 
portant way] ■ The company is in transition [=is changing] as 
it adapts to the new management team. 

— tran*si*tion*al /traen'zijanal/ adj ■ a transitional govern¬ 
ment ■ a transitional phase/period/stage 

transition verb -tions; -tioned; -tion-ing [no obj] chiefly 
US : to make a change from one state, place, or condition to 
another : to make a transition ■ The company has transi¬ 
tioned to new management in the past year. ■ a student who 
is transitioning to a new school 

tran-si-tive /'traensativ/ adj, grammar, of a verb : having or 
taking a direct object • a transitive verb ■ In “I like pie" and 
“She makes hats,” the verbs “like” and “makes" are transi¬ 
tive. — compare intransitive 

— tran-si-tive-ly adv ■ The verb is being used transitively. 
tran-si-tO-ry /'traens3,tori, Brit 'traenzatri/ adj : lasting only 

for a short time : temporary ■ the transitory nature of 
earthly pleasures ■ a transitory phase 
transit visa noun, pi ~ visas [count] : a document (called 
a visa) that allows a person to go through one country while 
traveling to another country 

trans-iate /traens'leit, *traenz,leit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -lat- 
ing 

1 : to change words from one language into another lan¬ 
guage [no obj] My client speaks only Spanish. Will you 
translate for me? • The French word “bonjour" translates as 
“hello” in English. [+ obj] We need someone who can trans¬ 
late Japanese into English. • We have translated the report. • 
The book has been translated into 37 languages. — compare 
interpret 

2 [+ obj] : to explain (something) in a way that is easier to un¬ 
derstand ■ Can you translate this technical jargon? 

3 [no obj] : to have the same meaning • To teenagers, 
“middle-aged” translates as “boring.” [^teenagers think 
middle-aged people are boring] • Seventy million 
Americans—that translates into one American out of every 
four—are under the age of 24. 

4 : to change (something) into a different form [+ obj] His 
job is to translate the decision into a working program. 1 She 
needs to translate her ideas into action, [no obj] The play 
translated quite successfully to the big screen. 

translate into [phrasal verb] translate into (something) : to 
lead to (something) as a result ■ Competition often trans¬ 
lates into [=results in] lower costs to the consumer. ■ Artis¬ 
tic success doesn’t always translate into financial success. ■ 
The new design translates into more space inside the car. 

— trans-lat-able/traens'leitabal/at# [more most —] - The 

phrase isn’t easily translatable. 

trans-la-tion /traens'leifan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 a : words that have been changed from one language into 
a different language : words that have been translated 
[count] She is working on a translation of the novel. ■ a new 
translation of the Iliad • an accurate translation ■ a literal 
translation ■ a rough/loose translation • There were English 
translations on the menu, [noncount] I have only read Dos¬ 
toevsky in translation. [=in translated form] b [noncount] 
: the act or process of translating something into a different 
language ■ Some things defy translation. [=are impossible to 
translate] ■ The quote loses something in translation. [=the 
quote does not have the same meaning or effectiveness when 
it is translated into another language] ■ Something must have 
gotten lost in translation [=lost when changed from one lan¬ 
guage into another] because the joke isn’t funny in English. 

2 [noncount] formal : the act or process of changing some¬ 
thing from one form to another : transformation ■ the 
translation of economic power into political strength 

trans-la-tor /traens'leitas 'traenz^eita 1 / noun, pi -tors 
[count] : a person who changes words written in one lan¬ 
guage into a different language - a well-known translator of 
ancient Greek ■ She works as a translator for the govern¬ 
ment. — compare interpreter 
trans-lit-er-ate /traens'lit3,reit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing 
[+ obj] : to write words or letters in the characters of another 
alphabet ■ The Russian letter JI is usually transliterated in En¬ 
glish as ya or ia. 
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— trans-lit-er-a-tion /transihta'reijan/ noun, pi -tions 
[count, noncount ] 

trans*lu*cent /trans'lursnt/ adj [more most ~] : not 
completely clear or transparent but clear enough to allow 
light to pass through ■ Frosted glass is translucent. ■ translu¬ 
cent gemstones — compare OPAQUE 

-trans-lu-cence /trans'luisns/ or trans-lu-cen-cy 

/trans'luisnsi/ noun [noncount] ■ Quartz has a high degree 
of translucency. 

tranS*mi*gra*tion /(tranSiinai'greiJan/ noun [noncount] 
: the movement of a soul into another body after death ■ a 
belief in transmigration 

trans*mis*si*ble /trans'misabal/ adj [more most ~] 
: able to be spread to other people, animals, etc.: capable of 
being transmitted ■ transmissible diseases/infections ■ The vi¬ 
rus is highly transmissible to/among humans, 
trans-mis-sion /trans'mijan/ noun, pi -sions 

1 a [noncount] : the act or process of sending electrical sig¬ 
nals to a radio, television, computer, etc. ■ The equipment is 
used for the transmission of television signals. ■ data trans¬ 
mission b [count] : something (such as a message or broad¬ 
cast) that is transmitted to a radio, television, etc. ■ a fax 
transmission ■ We are receiving a live transmission from the 
scene of the accident. 

2 [noncount] : the act or process by which something is 
spread or passed from one person or thing to another ■ the 
transmission of disease ■ the transmission of knowledge from 
one generation to the next 

3 : the part of a vehicle that uses the power produced by the 
engine to turn the wheels [count] My car has a manual 
transmission, [noncount] This car comes with automatic 
transmission. — see picture at car 

trans-mit /trans'mit/ verb -mits; -mit-ted; -mit-ting 

1 : to send (information, sound, etc.) in the form of electri¬ 
cal signals to a radio, television, computer, etc. [+ obj] The 
technology allows data to be transmitted by cellular phones. ■ 
transmitting and receiving radio signals [no obj] The radio 
transmits on two different frequencies. 

2 [+ obj] : to give or pass (information, values, etc.) from one 
person to another ■ the different ways that people transmit 
their values/opinions/knowledge 

3 [+ obj]: to cause (a virus, disease, etc.) to be given to others 

■ insects that transmit diseases ■ The disease is transmitted by 
sexual contact. 

4 [+ obj] : to allow (light, heat, etc.) to pass through ■ Glass 
transmits light. 

— trans-mit-ta-ble /trans'mitabal/ adj [more most ~] ■ 
transmittable [= transmissible] diseases 

trans-mit-ter /trans'mite, fnen^mito/ noun, pi -ters 
[count] 

1 : a device that sends out radio or television signals 

2 : a person or thing that causes something to be spread or 
transmitted to others ■ Mosquitoes are the main transmitters 
of the disease. ■ a transmitter of tradition 

trans-mute /trans'mju:t/ verb -mutes; -mut-ed; -mut¬ 
ing formal : to completely change the form, appearance, or 
nature of (someone or something) — usually + into [+ obj] 
Her art transmutes [ ^.transforms j trash into a thing of beauty. 

■ The stories of their lives were transmuted into works of fic¬ 
tion. [no obj] The former criminal had transmuted into a na¬ 
tional hero. 

— trans-mu-ta-tion /jtransmju'tei/an/ noun, pi -tions 
[count, noncount] 

trans-na-tion-al /.trans'mejanl/ adj : operating in or in¬ 
volving more than one country ■ transnational corporations ■ 
transnational crime 

tranS*OCe*an*iC /.trans^uji'aenik/ adj : crossing the 
ocean ■ transoceanic flights — compare transatlantic, 

TRANSPACIFIC 

tran*SOm /'transam/ noun, pi -soms [count] 

1 US : a small window that is above a door or larger window 

— called also {Brit) fan light 

2 : a stone or wooden bar that goes across the top of a door 
or window 

over the transom US : without being asked for or expected 
— used especially to describe a book, story, etc., that is 
sent to a publisher ■ The manuscript arrived over the tran¬ 
som. 

trans-pa-cif-ic /,transp3'sifik/ adj 

1 : crossing the Pacific Ocean ■ transpacific ocean liners 

2 : of, relating to, or involving countries on both sides of the 
Pacific Ocean ■ transpacific trade 


trans-par-en-cy /trans'peransi/ noun, pi -cies 

1 [noncount] : the quality of being transparent: such as a 
: the quality that makes it possible to see through something 
• the transparency of a piece of glass b : the quality that 
makes something obvious or easy to understand ■ the trans¬ 
parency of their motives ■ He says that there needs to be 
more transparency in the way the government operates. 

2 [count] : a piece of thin, clear plastic with pictures or 
words printed on it that can be viewed on a large screen by 
shining light through it ■ The professor used transparencies 
and an overhead projector during her lectures. 

trans-par-eflt /trans'perant/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : able to be seen through ■ transparent plastic bags ■ trans¬ 
parent [=clear] glass 

2 a : easy to notice or understand : obvious ■ a transparent 
lie/falsehood ■ Their motives were transparent, b : honest 
and open : not secretive ■ The company’s business dealings 
need to be more transparent. [=information about the com¬ 
pany needs to be more available for people to see] 

— trans-par-ent-ly adv ■ a transparently silly excuse 
tran-spire /tran'spaja-/ verb -spires; -spired; -spir-ing 

1 [no obf]formal : to happen ■ They wouldn’t say what had 
transpired [-taken place] at the meeting. ■ No one will soon 
forget the historic events that transpired on that day. 

2 [no obj] formal : to become known — usually used with it ■ 
Her name, it transpired , was false. [=(less formally) it turned 
out that her name was false] ■ It transpired that they had met 
previously. [=we found out that they had met previously] 

3 technical, of a plant : to have water evaporate from the sur¬ 
face of leaves [no obj] A plant transpires more freely on a 
hot dry day. [+ obj ] Trees transpire water at a rapid rate. 

1 trans-plant /,transplant/ verb -plants; -plant-ed; 
-plant-ing 

1 : to remove (a plant) from the ground or from a pot and 
move it to another place [+ obj] She carefully transplanted 
the seedlings. ■ The bush was transplanted to a different part 
of the garden, [no obj] This plant does not transplant well. 
[=this plant does not grow well if you transplant it] 

2 [+ obj ] medical : to perform a medical operation in which 
an organ or other part that has been removed from the body 
of one person is put it into the body of another person ■ Doc¬ 
tors transplanted one of his kidneys into his sister. ■ a recipi¬ 
ent of a transplanted heart 

3 : to move (a person or animal) to a new home : relocate 
[+ obj] The group transplanted the beavers to another part of 
the state, [no obj] She is a New Yorker who recently trans¬ 
planted to the West Coast. 

— trans-plan-ta-tion /jtrans^lgen'teijan /noun, pi -tions 
[count, noncount] 

2 trans-plant /'trans,pl£ent/ noun, pi -plants 

1 medical a : a medical operation in which an organ or oth¬ 
er part is removed from the body of one person and put into 
the body of another person [count] The heart transplant was 
successful. ■ He is going to need a liver transplant, [non¬ 
count] The doctors are trying to keep him alive until a liver 
can be found for transplant. • transplant patients/recipients 
b [count] : an organ, piece of skin, etc., that is transplanted ■ 
The patient’s body rejected the transplant. ■ She received a 
bone marrow transplant from an unknown donor. 

2 [count ]: a person who has moved to a new home especially 
in a different region or country ■ She’s a Southern transplant 
who now lives in New York. 

trans-pofl-der /tran'spa.nda j noun, pi -ders [count] tech¬ 
nical : a device that receives a radio signal and sends out a 
signal in response and that is used especially to show the lo¬ 
cation of something (such as an airplane) 

1 trans-port /,tr£ens'pcm/ verb -ports; -port-ed: -port-ing 

[+ obj] 

1 : to carry (someone or something) from one place to an¬ 
other ■ A van at the hotel transports guests to and from the 
airport. ■ the cost of producing and transporting goods ■ The 
melons are transported in large wooden crates. ■ The illness 
was first transported across the ocean by European explor¬ 
ers. 

2 a : to cause (someone) to imagine that he or she is in a dif¬ 
ferent place or time ■ The movie transports us to a world of 
stunning beauty. ■ While reading, I was transported back to 
the year 1492. b literary : to cause (someone) to feel very 
happy, interested, or excited — usually used as (be) trans¬ 
ported ■ We were transported by the music. 

3 in the past : to send (a criminal) to live in a distant country 
as a form of punishment ■ He was transported for stealing. 
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— trans-port-able Atrans'poatebgl/ adj [more most ~] ■ 
easily transportable goods 

2 trans«pprt /'trsens^oa*/ noun, pi -ports 

1 [noncount] : the act or process of moving people or things 
from one place to another : transportation ■ the trans¬ 
port of manufactured goods 

2 [count] a : a ship that is made for carrying soldiers or mil¬ 
itary equipment ■ a troop transport b : an airplane that is 
used to carry people or goods ■ an executive jet transport ■ 
supersonic transports 

3 [noncount] chiefly Brit : transportation 2 ■ I was left 
without transport when the car broke down. • She relies on 
public transport. 

4 [count] literary : a strong or extremely pleasant emotion — 
usually plural ■ The news sent them into transports of joy. 
[=the news made them extremely happy] 

tranS«por»ta»tion /itrsenspa^'teijgn/ noun [noncount] 

1 chiefly US : the act or process of moving people or things 
from one place to another ■ the transportation of troops over¬ 
seas ■ She arranged for the transportation of her furniture to 
her new apartment. 

2 chiefly US a : a way of traveling from one place to anoth¬ 
er place ■ I was left without transportation [-{.chiefly Brit ) 
transport ] when the car broke down. ■ modem air transporta¬ 
tion [=travel in airplanes, helicopters, etc.] • The hotel offers 
free ground transportation to and from the airport. [=the ho¬ 
tel has vehicles that will take you to and from the airport for 
free] b : a system for moving passengers or goods from one 
place to another ■ high speed rail transportation ■ He was the 
U.S. Secretary of Transportation under President Reagan. ■ 
You can go almost anywhere in New York City using public 
transportation. [=a system of trains, buses, etc., that is paid 
for or run by the government] 

3 : a method of punishment used in the past especially in 
Britain in which criminals were sent to live in a distant coun¬ 
try 

transport cafe noun, pi ~ cafes [count] Brit : truck 
stop 

trans*port*er /trsens'po^tay noun, pi -ers [count] : some¬ 
thing that is used to move or transport people or things; espe¬ 
cially, chiefly Brit : a vehicle for carrying large and heavy 
loads ■ a car transporter 

transpose /tnens'pouz/ verb -pos-es; -posed; -posting 

[+ obf] 

1 : to change the position or order of (two things) ■ I must 
have accidentally transposed the numbers when I dialed his 
phone number. 

2 ; to change (something) by giving it a different form, using 
it in a different place or situation, etc. ■ a story originally set 
in London that has been transposed to Paris for this film 

3 music : to write or perform (a piece of music) in a different 
key ■ a melody transposed to the key of C 

— trans-po-si-tion Atraenspa'zijan/ noun, pi -tions [count, 
noncount] 

trans-sex-ll-al /trsen'sckjgwgl/ noun, pi -als [count] : a 
person who tries to look, dress, and act like a member of the 
opposite sex; especially : someone who medically changes 
himself or herself into a member of the opposite sex 

— compare transvestite 

— transsexual adj • transsexual issues - trans-sex-u-al- 

ism /tr£en'sckj9W3,liz3m/ noun [noncount] 
tran»SUb-Stan»ti-a*tion /,tr£ens9b,st£enj'i'eij'9n/ noun 
[noncount] : the belief in some Christian religions that the 
bread and wine given at Communion become the body and 
blood of Jesus Christ when they are blessed 
trans-verse /tr 2 ens'va>s/ adj, technical : lying or made 
across something ■ The surgeon made a transverse incision 
across her abdomen. 

— trans-verse-ly adv ■ cut transversely into sections 
trans-ves-tite /tr£ens've,stait/ noun, pi -tites [count] : a 

person who likes to dress like a person of the opposite sex ■ 
transvestites dressed in drag — compare transsexual 

— trans-ves-tism /trsens'veistizgm/ noun [noncount] 
— transvestite adj ■ a transvestite magazine/show 

1 trap /'trap/ noun, pi traps [count] 

1 : a device that is used for catching animals • They set traps 
to catch the mice. ■ a bear/lobster trap • She has a mind like a 
steel trap. [=she remembers everything] — see also mouse¬ 
trap 

2 a ; something that is used or done to stop or capture 
someone (such as a criminal) ■ The police are laying/setting a 
trap to catch him. ■ The soldiers had walked/stumbled into a 


trap, b : a situation in which someone is tricked into doing 
or saying something ■ Credit card companies were accused 
of laying/setting traps for consumers, [^tricking consumers] 

— see also speed trap c : a bad position or situation from 
which it is difficult to escape ■ a mental/theoretical trap ■ 
Many new businesses fail because they try to expand too 
quickly, but we have so far managed to avoid that trap. ■ 
They tended to view marriage as a trap. ■ Don’t fall Into the 
trap of believing that technology can solve all our problems. 

— see also poverty trap 

3 US, golf l SAND TRAP 

4 slang : mouth ■ Can he keep his trap shut about it? [=can 
he be trusted not to tell anyone about it?] ■ Shut your trapl 
I’ve heard enough! 

5 US, technical : a bend in a pipe that contains water and 
that prevents gas from passing through the pipe ■ a plumbing 
trap — called also {Brit) U-bend; see picture at plumbing 

6 : a light carriage that is usually pulled by one horse ■ a 
horse and trap 

spring a trap see 2 spring 

— see also booby trap, death trap, tourist trap 
2 trap verb traps; trapped; trap-ping [+ obf] 

1 : to catch (an animal) in a trap ■ trapping mice ■ They 
trapped the bear and relocated it to another forest. 

2 : to force (a person or animal) into a place or position 
from which escape is very difficult or impossible ■ The police 
trapped [=comered] the robber in an alley. 

3 a : to cause (a person or animal) to be unable to move or 
escape from a dangerous place • A tree fell in front of the 
door and trapped the people inside. — usually used as (be) 
trapped ■ They were trapped and couldn’t get out. ■ She was 
trapped in the elevator for more than an hour, b : to force 
(someone) to stay in a bad or unpleasant situation — + in ■ 
He felt trapped in his marriage. ■ people trapped in low- 
paying jobs 

4 : to fool or trick (someone) into doing or saying something 
■ The lawyer tried to trap the witness into admitting that she 
had lied. 

5 : to stop (something) from escaping or being lost ■ Green¬ 
house gases trap heat inside the Earth’s atmosphere. 

6 Brit: to cause (something, such as a part of your body) to 
become stuck and unable to move ■ She trapped [=(f/5) 
caught, pinched] her finger in the door. 

7 baseball : to catch (the ball) immediately after it bounces 
off the ground ■ The outfielder trapped the ball. 

trap-door /'trsep'doa 1 / noun, pi -doors [count] : a door that 
covers or hides an opening in a floor or ceiling 
tra-peze /trse'piiz/ noun, pi -pez-es [count] : a short bar 
that is hung high above the ground by two ropes and that is 
held by circus performers who perform athletic tricks on it ■ 
performing tricks on the trapeze ■ a trapeze artist/act 
tra-pe-zi-um /tre'piizijgm/ noun, pi -zi-ums or -zia /-zijg/ 
[count] geometry 

1 US : a four-sided shape that has no parallel sides — called 
also (Brit) trapezoid 

2 Brit : trapezoid 1 

trap-e-zoid /'tr£ep9,zoid/ noun, pi -zoids [count] geometry 

1 US : a four-sided shape that has two sides that are parallel 
and two sides that are not parallel — called also (Brit) trape¬ 
zium 

2 Brit : trapezium 1 

— trap-e-zoi-dal /,tr£ep9'zoid]/ adj ■ a trapezoidal shape 
trap-per /'trsepa-/ noun, pi -pers [count] : someone who 

catches animals in traps; especially ; someone who catches 
wild animals in traps and kills them for their fur ■ 18th- 
century Canadian fur trappers 

trap-pings /'trsepiqz/ noun [plural] : the objects, activities, 
etc., that are associated with a particular condition, situa¬ 
tion, or position in life : the visible signs of something ■ De¬ 
spite its democratic trappings , the country’s government was 
a dictatorship. — often + of m She had lots of money and en¬ 
joyed all the trappings of success/wealth. 

1 trash /'treef/ noun [noncount] 

1 U$ a : things that are no longer useful or wanted and that 
have been thrown away ■ Trash [=rubbish] was strewn 
throughout the yard. ■ Take out the trash, please. ■ Raccoons 
were going through our trash. [= garbage] b : a container 
where people put things that are being thrown away ■ I put/ 
threw the dirty diaper in the trash. 

2 informal : something that is very low in quality ■ There’s 
nothing but trash [=rubbish] on TV these days. ■ I can’t be¬ 
lieve you’re reading that trash. 
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3 chiefly US, informal + disapproving : someone who has very 
low social status or who is not respected ■ She thinks that 
they’re all trash. ■ They treated him like trash. [=treated him 
very badly] — see also trailer trash, white trash 
talk trash US, informal : to say insulting things especially to 
an opponent in a contest, game, etc. ■ Players on both 
teams were talking trash. — see also trash talk 
2 trash verb trash-es; trashed; trash-lng [+ obj] informal 

1 US : to throw away (something) ■ a computer program 
that trashes useless files ■ The vacuum cleaner couldn’t be 
fixed, so I trashed it. 

2 : to cause great damage to (something) ■ The apartment 
had been trashed. ■ He says that the government’s policies 
are trashing the environment. 

3 : to criticize (someone or something) very harshly ■ The 
critics trashed [ =(Brit) rubbished] the new film. 

trash can noun, pi ~~ cans [count] US : a container that 
holds materials that have been thrown away — called also 
(Brit) dustbin, (Brit) litter bin 

trashed adj [more most ~] US, informal : very drunk ■ By 
the end of the party he was completely trashed. 
trashman noun, pi -men [count] US : a person who collects 
and removes trash 

trash talk noun [noncount] US, informal : insulting com¬ 
ments that are made especially to an opponent in a contest, 
game, etc. ■ He had to listen to a lot of trash talk from the 
other players. — see also talk trash at ‘trash 
-trash-talk /'traej.taik/ verb -talks; -talked; -talking 
[no obj] They trash-talked throughout the game. [+ obj] 
He’s always trash-talking the other players. — trash—talk¬ 
er Arae/,talks 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] — trash—talking 
noun [noncount] • There was a lot of trash-talking going on 
throughout the game. 

trashy /'traeji/ adj trash-l-er; -est informal + disapproving 

1 : not decent or respectable : involving improper behavior ■ 
trashy films/novels ■ trashy women ■ Her outfit was a bit 
trashy. 

2 : very low in quality ■ trashy television programs ■ a trashy 
amusement park 

— trash-i-ness noun [noncount] 
trau«ma /'traima/ noun, pi -mas 

1 : a very difficult or unpleasant experience that causes 
someone to have mental or emotional problems usually for a 
long time [count] She never fully recovered from the trau¬ 
mas she suffered during her childhood, [noncount] She nev¬ 
er fully recovered from the trauma of her experiences. 

2 medical : a serious injury to a person’s body [noncount] 
an accident victim with severe head trauma ■ repeated trau¬ 
ma to a knee [count] The accident victim sustained multiple 
traumas. — see also blunt trauma at ‘blunt 

trauma center (US) or Brit trauma centre noun, pi ~ 
-ters [count] : a part of a hospital that is specially prepared 
to perform emergency surgery on people with severe injuries 
trau-mat-ic /tra'maetik/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : causing someone to become very upset in a way that can 
lead to serious mental and emotional problems ■ She had a 
traumatic childhood. ■ a traumatic event/experience ■ Losing 
your job can be very traumatic. — see also post- 
traumatic STRESS DISORDER 

2 medical : related to or caused by a severe injury to your 
body ■ He suffered a traumatic brain injury in the accident. 

— trau-mat-i-cal-ly /tra'maetikli/ adv 
trau-ma-tize also Brit trau-ma-tise /'tra:m3,taiz/ verb 

-tiz-es; -tized; -tiz-ing [+ obj] : to cause (someone) to be¬ 
come very upset in a way that often leads to serious emotion¬ 
al problems : to cause (someone) to suffer emotional trauma 
■ He was traumatized by the experience, 
tra-vail /tra'veil/ noun, pi -vails 

1 [count] formal : a difficult experience or situation — usu¬ 
ally plural ■ The book describes the political travails of the 
President during his first year in office. 

2 [noncount] literary : painful or difficult work or effort ■ 
They finally succeeded after many months of travail. 

1 trav»el Araeval/ verb -els; US -eled or Brit -elled; US -el- 
ing or Brit -el-ling 

1 a [no obj]: to go on a trip or journey : to go to a place and 
especially one that is far away ■ The birds are traveling south 
for the winter. ■ His job requires him to travel frequently. ■ 
She enjoys traveling around Europe. ■ traveling by bus/car/ 
plane/train ■ They traveled cross-country from New York to 
California. ■ I prefer to travel light. [=to travel with very little 
baggage] — often used figuratively ■ My mind traveled back 


to my childhood. [=1 began thinking about my childhood] b 
[+ obj]: to go through or over (a place) during a trip or jour¬ 
ney ■ They traveled the countryside. 

2 [no obj] a : to move from one place to another ■ The car 
was traveling at a very high (rate of) speed. ■ The pain trav¬ 
eled down his back. ■ the way that sound travels in an empty 
room ■ Her eyes traveled around the room. [=she looked 
around the room] b informal : to go fast ■ That car was re¬ 
ally traveling when it passed us. 

3 [no obj] : to be brought from one place to another • The or¬ 
der/shipment is traveling by plane. ■ a dish that travels well 
(=that is easily moved and does not break, make messes, etc.] 

4 [no obj] : to spread or be passed from one place or person 
to another ■ The news of his death traveled fast. 

5 [no obj] : to spend time with a particular group or kind of 
people ■ She travels in conservative political circles. ■ He trav¬ 
eled with a sophisticated crowd. 

6 [no obj] basketball: to take more steps while holding a bas¬ 
ketball than the rules allow ■ I saw him travel. ■ The referee 
called her for traveling. 

2 travel noun, pi -els 

1 [noncount]: the act or activity of traveling ■ She doesn’t en¬ 
joy foreign travel. ■ Air travel was affected by the storm. ■ 
train/rail travel • The book discusses the future of travel in 
outer space. — often used before another noun ■ travel 
books ■ travel costs/expenses ■ a travel bag/mug [=a bag/mug 
that is designed to be used while you are traveling] 

2 travels [plural] : trips or journeys to distant places ■ We ex¬ 
tended our travels for another week. ■ travels in foreign lands 

travel agency noun, pi ~ -cles [count] : a business that 
helps to make arrangements for people who want to travel 
travel agent noun, pi ~ agents [count] : a person whose 
job is to help people who want to travel by buying plane tick¬ 
ets, making hotel reservations, etc. 
trav-eled (US) or Brit trav-elled /'traevald/ adj [more 
most ~] 

1 : having traveled to many different places ■ a well/widely 
traveled journalist 

2 : used by travelers ■ a well traveled road [=a busy road, a 
road on which there is a lot of traffic] ■ less traveled streets 

trav«el*er (US) or Brit trav-el-ler /'traevala*/ noun, pi -ers 
[count] 

1 : someone who is traveling or who travels often ■ Groups 
of travelers were everywhere that summer. ■ The airport can 
handle large numbers of travelers. ■ a seasoned traveler 

2 Brit : a person who moves around from place to place in¬ 
stead of living in one place for a long time 

traveler’s check (US) or Brit traveller’s cheque noun, 
pi ~ checks [count] : a check that is paid for in advance and 
that may be exchanged for or used like cash 
trav-el'ing (US) or Brit trav-el-ling /*traev3lii )/ adj, always 
used before a noun 

1 : going to different places instead of staying in one place ■ 
a troupe of traveling actors ■ a traveling circus ■ a traveling ex¬ 
hibit 

2 a : relating to the activity of traveling ■ traveling expenses 
b : designed to be used by someone who is traveling ■ a trav¬ 
eling alarm clock C : going with someone who is traveling • 
a traveling companion [=a person who goes with you when 
you travel somewhere] 

traveling salesman (US) or Brit travelling salesman 

noun, pi ~~ -men [count]: a person whose job is to travel to 
different places in a particular area and to sell products or 
get orders from customers 

trav-el-ogue also US trav-el-og /'traev3,la:g/ noun, pi 
-ogues also -ogs [count]: a speech, movie, or piece of writ¬ 
ing about someone’s experiences while traveling 
travel sickness noun [noncount] Brit: motion sickness 

- travel-sick adj 

tra-verse /tro'v^s/ verb -vers-es; -versed; -vers-ing [+ 

obj] somewhat formal: to move across (an area) ■ The candi¬ 
dates traversed the state throughout the campaign. ■ ships 
traversing the ocean ■ The river traverses the county. 

— tra-verse /'traeva-s, tra'vas/ noun, pi -vers-es [count] ■ 
The climbers made a dangerous traverse across the glacier. 

trav-er-tine /'traev^tim/ noun [noncount] : a light-colored 
type of rock that is used especially in buildings ■ travertine 
tile/floors 

trav-es-ty /'trEevasti/ noun, pi -ties [count]: something that 
is shocking, upsetting, or ridiculous because it is not what it 
is supposed to be ■ It is a travesty and a tragedy that so many 
people would be denied the right to vote. ■ The investigation 
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into the causes of the accident was a complete travesty. 
[=sham\ ■ The trial was a travesty of justice. 

1 trawl /‘trail/ noun, pi trawls Icount ] : a large net that a boat 
pulls along the bottom of the ocean to catch fish 
2 trawl verb trawls; trawled; trawMng 

1 ; to catch fish with a large net (called a trawl) [no obj\ The 
boat trawled far out at sea. [+ obj] a fishing boat trawling the 
ocean floor 

2 : to search through (something) in order to find someone 
or something [+ obj] He trawled the Internet looking for 
Web sites on growing grapes, [no obj] She was trawling 
through old letters for information about her family. 

trawl-er /'trails/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a boat that is used 
for catching fish with a large net (called a trawl) 
tray /‘trei/ noun, pi trays [count] 

1 : a thin, flat, and often rectangular piece of plastic, metal, 
wood, etc., that has a low rim and that is used for carrying 
things ■ She carried the tray of food to our table. — see also 

TEA TRAY 

2 : a container that has low sides and usually no top and that 
is used to hold something ■ a car with several storage trays ■ 
(Brit) a litter tray [=(US) box: a container for holding litter 
for a cat] ■ an ice cube tray [=a container used to make ice 
cubes] ■ a seedling tray [=a container in which young plants 
are grown] — see also ashtray, in tray, out tray 

treach-er-OUS /'tretfaras/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not able to be trusted • a treacherous ally/enemy : show¬ 
ing that someone cannot be trusted ■ a treacherous act of be¬ 
trayal ■ treacherous misdeeds 

2 : very dangerous and difficult to deal with ■ sailing through 
treacherous waters ■ They were not prepared to hike over 
such treacherous terrain. ■ The snow made their hike all the 
more treacherous. ■ Discussions about money can lead cou¬ 
ples into treacherous territory. 

- treach*er-ous*ly adv 
treach-ery /'tretfari/ noun, pi -er»ies 

1 [noncount] : harmful things that are done usually secretly 
to a friend, your own country, etc. ■ a tale of treachery and 
revenge 

2 [count] : an act of harming someone who trusts you ■ She 
was deeply hurt by her husband’s treacheries. [=her hus¬ 
band’s treacherous acts] 

trea-cle /'triikal/ noun [noncount] 

1 Brit a : molasses b : a blend of molasses, sugar, and 
com syrup 

2 : something that is annoying because it is too sentimental ■ 
The book is ruined by all the treacle about his childhood, 
-trea-cly /'triikali/ adj trea-cli-er; -est [also more 

most ~]■ dark, treacly syrup ■ a treacly greeting card 
1 tread /‘tred/ verb treads; trod /‘traid /also tread-ed; trod¬ 
den /'traidp/ or trod; tread-ing 

1 [no obj] : to walk • They slowly trod back to the camp. ■ 
Don’t tread on the grass. — often used figuratively ■ He has 
gone where others fear to tread. [=he has done things that 
other people are afraid to do] ■ If you’re thinking about ask¬ 
ing for a raise, I advise you to tread lightly. [=to proceed 
carefully] 

2 [+ obj] : to walk on or along (something) ■ treading the halls 
of the Senate — often used figuratively ■ The company is 
treading a fine line between tradition and innovation. 

3 [+ obj] : to form (a path) by walking ■ Countless footsteps 
have trodden a path to their door. 

4 [+ obj] : to crush or press (something) with your feet • 
Don’t tread dirt into the carpet. ■ treading grapes for wine 
tread on someone’s toes see ‘toe 

tread the boards old-fashioned : to perform on a stage as an 
actor ■ It’s been many years since he first trod the boards on 
Broadway. 

tread water 1 : to float upright in deep water by moving 
your legs and usually your arms forward and backward 2 
: to stay in a situation without making any progress ■ I’m 
just treading water financially right now. 

2 tread noun, pi treads [count] 

1 a : the part of a tire that touches the ground : the pattern 
of raised lines on the surface of a tire ■ The treads of the tires 
were badly worn, b : a mark made by a tire when it rolls 
over the ground ■ The police found tire treads [= tracks ] in the 
mud. — see also retread 

2 : the part of a shoe or boot that touches the ground : the 
pattern of raised lines on the bottom of a shoe or boot ■ run¬ 
ning shoes with good treads 

3 : the part of a stair that you step on 


4 : the way that someone walks or the sound made by walk¬ 
ing ■ a light/heavy tread [=step] 

trea*dle /‘tredj/ noun, pi trea-dles [count]: a small, flat bar 
that you press with your foot to operate a machine (such as a 
pump or sewing machine) 
tread*mill /‘tred^i/ noun, pi -mills 

1 [count] : an exercise machine which has a large belt that 
moves around while a pereon walks or runs on it — see pic¬ 
ture at GYM 

2 [singular] : a boring or tiring activity, job, etc., in which 
you repeatedly do the same things ■ the office treadmill ■ the 
treadmill of exhausting family schedules 

trea*SOn /'triizrj/ noun [noncount] : the crime of trying to 
overthrow your country’s government or of helping your 
country’s enemies during war ■ He is guilty of treason. — 
called also high treason 

— trea-son*able /'triizanabal/ adj ■ treasonable acts — trea¬ 
sonous /'triizanas/ adj ■ treasonous [-traitorous] behav¬ 
ior 

1 treasure pXTcs&j noun, pi -sures 

1 [noncount] : something valuable (such as money, jewels, 
gold, or silver) that is hidden or kept in a safe place ■ a legend 
about the pirates’ buried/sunken/hidden treasure ■ the royal 
treasure 

2 [count ]: something that is very special, important, or valu¬ 
able ■ childhood treasures [=things that are important to you 
because you had them when you were a child] ■ Central Park 
is one of New York City’s many treasures. • The panda is con¬ 
sidered one of China’s national treasures. [=something that 
is greatly valued by the people of China] 

3 [singular] : a person who is greatly loved or valued espe¬ 
cially because of being very helpful ■ Grandmother’s nurse 
has been a real treasure. 

treasure verb treasures; treasured; trea-sur-ing [+ 

obj] : to value (something) very much ■ I treasure our friend¬ 
ship. • He treasures that autographed baseball. ■ My grand¬ 
mother’s ring is my most treasured possession, synonyms 
see APPRECIATE 

treasure chest noun, pi ~ chests [count] : a large box 
that is filled with gold, silver, jewels, etc. — often used figu¬ 
ratively ■ The house is a treasure chest filled with artifacts 
from a bygone era. 

treasure house noun, pi - houses [count] : a place 
where there are many valuable things — often + of • The city 
is a treasure house of art. [=there are many works of art in the 
city] ■ Books are treasure houses o/knowledge, 
treasure hunt noun, pi - hunts [count] 

1 : an act of searching for treasure ■ The adventurers set sail 
on a treasure hunt. — sometimes used figuratively ■ a trea¬ 
sure hunt at one of the city’s flea markets 

2 : a game in which each player or team tries to be the first 
to find an object or group of objects that have been hidden 

- treasure hunter noun, pi ~ -ers [count] 
trea-sur-er /'tresara*/ noun, pi -ers [count] : someone who 

is officially in charge of the money that is taken in and paid 
out by a government, business, organization, etc. ■ She is 
treasurer of the college/museum/company, 
treasure trove noun, pi - troves [count] 

1 : a collection of valuable things (such as gold and silver 
coins or jewels) found in a place where it was hidden, buried, 
etc. ■ Divers found a treasure trove of gold and silver in the 
wreckage of a ship that sank hundreds of years ago. 

2 : a source or collection of valuable things — usually + of • 
The area is a treasure trove of fossils. [=the area has a very 
large number of fossils] ■ The book is a treasure trove of use¬ 
ful information. 

trea-sury /'tre 3 ari/ noun, pi -sur-ies [count] 

1 : the place where the money of a government, club, etc., is 
kept ■ A government official has been accused of stealing 
from the nation's treasury. • The fees are deposited into the 
state’s treasury. ■ How much (money) is in the club’s trea¬ 
sury! ; also : the money itself ■ A part of the nation’s treasury 
is spent on space exploration. 

2 : a place in a church, castle, palace, etc., where money and 
valuable objects are kept 

3 : a group of valuable things that are related in some way ■ 
a treasury of ideas ■ The author has collected a treasury of 
facts and lore about horses. — used especially in the titles of 
books • The Horse Lover’s Treasury 

the Treasury: the government department that is in charge 
of handling a country’s money • the U.S. Secretary of the 
Treasury — often used as Treasury before another noun ■ 
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Treasury bills/bonds/securities ■ Treasury officials ■ the 
Treasury Secretary — called also the Treasury Department 
1 treat /'triit/ verb treats; treat-ed; treat-ing 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj] : to deal 
with or think about (something) especially in a particular 
way ■ The author treats this issue in the next chapter. • You 
should treat [=consider, regard] this information as top se¬ 
cret. ■ He treats [ =regards ] everything I say as a joke. ■ This 
situation must be treated with great care. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj] : to think 
of and act toward (someone or something) in a specified way 

■ I try to treat everyone equally. • She treats the horse cruelly. 

■ They treated me like a member of their family. ■ I was treat¬ 
ed like a queen/criminal. ■ My parents still treat me like a 
child. ■ Try to treat everyone as an equal. • Young people 
should always treat their elders with respect. • He treated me 
like dirt, [-he was very rude, disrespectful, or unkind to me] 

3 a : to pay for someone’s food, drink, or entertainment [no 
obj] Let’s go out to dinner. I’ll treat. [+ obj] — usually + to • 
They treated us to lunch, b [+ obj] : to provide (someone) 
with something pleasant or amusing — + to ■ At the end of 
the concert, the band treated their fans to a new song. — of¬ 
ten used as (be) treated ■ The people on the tour were treated 
to a rare glimpse of the bird. [=the people on the tour had the 
rare and enjoyable experience of seeing the bird] C [+ obj] 
: to buy or get something special and enjoyable for (your¬ 
self) — + to ■ He treated himself to some ice cream. ■ She 
treated herself to a massage. 

4 [+ obj] a : to give medical care to (a person or animal) ■ 
Doctors immediately treated the patient. ■ She was treated 
for dehydration, b : to deal with (a disease, infection, etc.) 
in order to make someone feel better or become healthy 
again ■ She is taking medication to treat the condition. ■ The 
infection can be treated with antibiotics. 

5 [+ obj] : to put a chemical or other substance on or in 
(something) in order to protect it, preserve it, clean it, etc. — 
often + with ■ He treated the wood with a waterproof sealant. 
— often used as (be) treated ■ The crops were treated with a 
pesticide. ■ Has the water been treated! 

2 treat noun, pi treats [count] 

1 : an occurrence in which you pay for someone’s food, 
drink, or entertainment ■ Let’s go out to dinner. It’ll be my 
treat. [=1 will pay for our dinners] — see also DUTCH treat, 

TRICK OR TREAT 

2 : something pleasant or amusing that is unusual or unex¬ 
pected ■ Seeing her again was a real treat. = It was a real treat 
to see her again. ■ We took the kids to the water park as a 
special treat. 

3 US : something that tastes good and that is not eaten often 

■ freshly baked treats [^ goodies ] ■ cookies and other tasty 
treats ■ She rewarded the dog with a treat. 

a treat Brit, informal : very well • The plan worked a treat. • 
The food went down a treat. [=tasted very good] : very 
good ■ He looks a treat [=he is handsome, attractive, etc.] 
in his new suit. 

treat-able /'triitabal/ adj, medical : capable of being im¬ 
proved or cured with medical care • Her condition is treat¬ 
able. • a treatable disease ■ The infection is treatable with an¬ 
tibiotics. 

trea-tise /'triitas/ noun, pi -tis-es [count] : a book, article, 
etc., that discusses a subject carefully and thoroughly — of¬ 
ten + on • a treatise on higher education 
treat-ment /'triitmant/ noun, pi -merits 

1 [noncount] : the way that you think of and act toward 
someone or something ■ We don’t deserve such rude treat¬ 
ment. [=we don’t deserve to be treated so rudely] ■ The prin¬ 
cipal’s daughter received special/preferential treatment from 
teachers. [=teachers were kinder to and less strict with the 
principal’s daughter than with other students] ■ We want to 
ensure equal treatment for everyone. ■ The law requires hu¬ 
mane treatment of prisoners. — see also silent treatment 

2 a [noncount] : the way that you deal with or discuss a sub¬ 
ject ■ It’s a complicated issue that requires careful treatment. 

■ A five-minute news report on the subject does not allow for 
depth of treatment. [=does not allow the subject to be dealt 
with in a way that is complete, thorough, etc.] ■ The book’s 
treatment of this important issue is unimpressive, b [count] 
: something that deals with or discusses a subject ■ Previous 
treatments of this topic have ignored some key issues. • an in¬ 
teresting treatment 

3 : something that deals with a disease, injury, etc., in order 
to make someone feel better or become healthy again : med¬ 


ical care [noncount] The patient required immediate medi¬ 
cal treatment. ■ She is receiving treatment for cancer. ■ a treat¬ 
ment facility [=a place where you can get medical care] 
[count] The drug has been approved as a treatment for AIDS. 
■ cancer treatments 

4 [count] : something that you use or do to feel and look 
healthy or attractive ■ Mud is sometimes used as a skin treat¬ 
ment. ■ She went to a spa for a beauty treatment. 

5 : a process in which a chemical or other substance is put 
on or in something in order to protect it, preserve it, clean it, 
etc. [count] A special treatment is used to kill bacteria in wa¬ 
ter. ■ This treatment will protect the wood from rotting. 
[noncount] The instruments are sterilized by treatment with 
alcohol. ■ a waste/sewage treatment plant 

trea-ty /'trirti/ noun, pi -ties [count] : an official agreement 
that is made between two or more countries or groups ■ the 
Treaty of Paris ■ a nuclear test ban treaty ■ The country’s war¬ 
ring factions have signed a peace treaty. [=an agreement to 
stop fighting a war] 

1 tre-ble /'trebal/ noun, pi tre-bles music 

1 : the highest range of sounds used in music [noncount] 
Turn down the treble on the radio and turn up the bass. 
[count] a shrill treble — compare BASS 

2 [count] : a voice or instrument that has the highest range of 
sound ■ The part is sung by a boy treble. 

2 treble adj 

1 always used before a noun, music : having or indicating a 
high sound or range ■ the treble clef ■ a treble voice/instru¬ 
ment 

2 chiefly Brit : 3 triple 

3 treble verb trebles; tre-bled; tre-bling chiefly Brit 

1 [+ obj] : to cause (something) to become three times as 
great or as many ; triple ■ She trebled her earnings in only 
two years. 

2 [no obj] : to become three times as great or as many : tri¬ 
ple ■ Prices have trebled in only two years. 

tree /'tri:/ noun, pi trees [count] 

1 : a usually tall plant that has a thick, wooden stem and 
many large branches ■ pine/oak/apple trees ■ He chopped/ 
cut down the tree. — see color picture on page C6; see also 

CHRISTMAS TREE, GUM TREE 

2 : a drawing that connects things with lines to show how 
they are related to each other ■ a tree (diagram) that shows 
the relationships between different languages — see also 

FAMILY TREE 

barking up the wrong tree see ’bark 
grow on trees see grow 

not see the forest for the trees (US) or US miss the for¬ 
est for the trees or Brit not see the wood for the trees 
: to not understand or appreciate a larger situation, prob¬ 
lem, etc., because you are considering only a few parts of it 
• This investment would be good for the company, but he’s 
so concerned about saving money that he can’t see the for¬ 
est for the trees. 

out of your tree informal : crazy ■ That guy is completely 
out of his tree. [=(more commonly) out of his mind] 
top of the tree see ’top 

— see also shoe tree 

— treed adj ■ a heavily treed [-wooded] area [=an area in 
which there are many trees] — tree-less /'triilas/ adj ■ a 
treeless plain — tree- 1 ike /'tri:,laik/ adj ■ a treelike struc¬ 
ture 

tree house noun, pi ~ houses [count] : a small house that 
is built among the branches of a tree for children to play in 
tree hug-ger /-'hAgay noun, pi ~ -gers [count] disapprov¬ 
ing : someone who is regarded as foolish or annoying be¬ 
cause of being too concerned about protecting trees, ani¬ 
mals, and other parts of the natural world from pollution 
and other threats 

tree line noun [singular] : timberline ■ The hikers had 
reached the tree line by noon. 

tree—lined adj : having trees on both sides ■ a tree-lined 
street 

tree-top /'tri:,ta:p/ noun, pi -tops [count] : the highest part 
of a tree ■ a view from the highest treetop — usually plural ■ 
Monkeys swung through the treetops. 
tre-foil / l tri:,foj3l/ noun, pi -foils [count] 

1 : a plant (such as a clover) that has three leaves on each 
stem 

2 : a decorative object or design that is shaped like a leaf 
with three parts 

1 trek /‘trek/ verb treks; trekked; trek-king [no obj] 
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1 : to walk usually for a long distance ■ We had to trek up six 
flights of stairs with our groceries. 

2 : to travel by walking through an area with many moun¬ 
tains, rivers, etc., for pleasure and adventure ■ On their vaca¬ 
tion last year they went trekking in the Himalayas. 

3 : to go on a long and often difficult journey ■ We trekked 
across the country in her old car. 

2 trek noun, pi treks [count] : a long and difficult journey that 
is made especially by walking ■ Our car broke down and we 
had a long trek back to town. ■ a trek across the country 
trel-lis /'trelas/ noun, pi -lis-es [count] : a frame with long 
pieces of wood that cross each other that is used as a support 
for climbing plants 

trem-ble /'trembal/ verb trem-bles; trem-bled; trem¬ 
bling [no obj ] 

1 : to shake slightly because you are afraid, nervous, excited, 
etc. • His arms and legs began to tremble. ■ My voice trembled 
as I began to speak. ■ I opened the letter with trembling 
hands. — often + with ■ She was trembling with fear/excite¬ 
ment. 

2 : to shake slightly because of some force ■ The house trem¬ 
bled as the big truck drove by. 

3 somewhat formal : to be afraid or nervous ■ I tremble to 
think of what could happen. = I tremble at the thought of 
what could happen. 

— tremble noun, pi trembles [count] — usually singular ■ I 
felt a tremble as the truck drove by. ■ I could hear a tremble 
in her voice. — often + of' He felt a tremble of nervous¬ 
ness. 

tre«men*douS /tri'mendas/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : very large or great ■ He has a tremendous amount of ener¬ 
gy. ■ a tremendous problem ■ The engine’s power is tremen¬ 
dous. ■ She is a writer of tremendous talent. 

2 : very good or excellent : wonderful ■ That perfor¬ 
mance was tremendous ! • We had a tremendous time. 

— tre-men-dous-ly adv ■ The two cars vary tremendously. • 
He became tremendously successful. 

trem-O-lo /'tremajlou/ noun, pi -los [count] music : a musi¬ 
cal sound made by a voice or instrument that seems to shake 
trem-or /trenta*/ noun, pi -ors [count] 

1 : a shaking movement of the ground before or after an 
earthquake ■ Small tremors were still being felt several days 
after the earthquake. 

2 : a slight shaking movement or sound that is caused espe¬ 
cially by nervousness, weakness, or illness ■ I heard a tremor 
in her voice. • His tremors were caused by the disease. 

trem-u-lous /'tremjalas/ adj, formal + literary 

1 : shaking slightly especially because of nervousness, weak¬ 
ness, or illness • She opened the letter with tremulous hands. ■ 
He spoke with a tremulous voice. 

2 [more most ~]: feeling or showing a lack of confidence 
or courage ■ He is a shy, tremulous [ =timid] person. ■ a tremu¬ 
lous smile 

— trem-u-lous-ly adv 

trench /'trentf/ noun, pi trench-es [count] 

1 a : a long, narrow hole that is dug in the ground : DITCH 
b : a deep, narrow hole in the ground that is used as protec¬ 
tion for soldiers — usually plural ■ a brave soldier who 
fought in the trenches in World War I ■ trench warfare (^mil¬ 
itary fighting by soldiers in trenches] 

2 : a long, narrow hole in the ocean floor 

the trenches : a place or situation in which people do very 
difficult work ■ These people are working every day down 
in the trenches to improve the lives of refugees, 
tren-chant /'trentf ant/ adj [more most ~] formal : very 
strong, clear, and effective ■ a trenchant analysis/essay ■ a 
writer with a trenchant wit 

— tren-chant.ly adv ■ a trenchantly funny critique 
trench coat noun, pi ~ coats [count] : a usually long rain¬ 
coat with deep pockets and a belt 

trend /'trend/ noun, pi trends [count] 

1 : a general direction of change : a way of behaving, pro¬ 
ceeding, etc., that is developing and becoming more com¬ 
mon • the downward/upward trend of the stock market ■ 
Digital technology is the latest/current trend in television. ■ 
Teachers are trying to reverse the general trend [^tendency] 
of lower test scores. ■ There is a disturbing/growing trend to¬ 
ward obesity in children. ■ trends in fashion ■ The director 
has set/started a (new) trend in moviemaking. [=other direc¬ 
tors are copying the director’s way of making movies] 

2 : something that is currently popular or fashionable ■ fash¬ 
ion trends 


trend-set-ter /'trend,seta 1 / noun, pi -ters [count] : someone 
who starts a new fashion, style, etc., or helps to make it pop¬ 
ular 

-trend-set-ting /'trend,setii]/ adj, always used before a 
noun ■ a trendsetting fashion designer 
1 trendy /'trendi/ adj trend-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 sometimes disapproving : currently popular or fashionable 
• trendy fashions/clothes/restaurants 

2 often disapproving : liking or tending to like whatever is 
currently popular or fashionable : influenced by trends ■ a 
group of trendy young professionals 

— trend-i-ly /'trcndali/ adv ■ She dresses very trendily. 
— trend-i-ness /'trendinas/ noun [noncount] • He tries to 
avoid trendiness when he buys new clothes. 

2 trendy noun, pi tren-dies [count] Brit, informal + disapprov¬ 
ing : someone who likes whatever is fashionable : a trendy 
person ■ Only young trendies go to that pub. 
trep-i-da-tion /^repa'deijan/ noun [noncount] formal : a 
feeling of fear that causes you to hesitate because you think 
something bad or unpleasant is going to happen ■ He had/felt 
some trepidation about agreeing to their proposal. 
1 tres-pass /'trE,sp£es, Brit 'trespas/ verb -pass-es; 
-passed; -pass-ing [no obj] 

1 : to go on someone’s land without permission ■ He told me 

1 was trespassing. ■ The sign said “No Trespassing." — often + 
on ■ The hunters trespassed on the farmer’s land. 

2 old-fashioned : to do something that hurts or offends 
someone — usually + against ■ We must try to forgive those 
who trespass against us. 

3 formal : to treat someone unfairly especially by asking for 
or expecting more than is fair or reasonable — often + on or 
upon ■ I hope I am not trespassing on/upon your time. [=1 
hope I am not using too much of your time] 

— tres-pass-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

2 tres-pass /'trespas/ noun, pi -pass-es 

1 law : the crime of going on someone’s land without per¬ 
mission [noncount] He was arrested for trespass, [count] 
They committed a trespass. 

2 [count] old-fashioned : a sin or other wrong or improper 
act ■ Forgive us our trespasses. 

treSS-es /'tresaz/ noun [plural] literary : a woman’s long hair 
■ She combed her long, golden tresses. 
tres-tle /'tresal/now/i.p/tres-tles [count] 

1 : a frame that is made of a horizontal piece between two 
vertical pieces and that is used to support something (such as 
the top of a table) 

2 : a complex structure that is used especially for supporting 
railroad tracks over a valley, river, etc. 

T. rex /'ti:'reks/ noun, pi ~ rexes [count] : tyrannosau¬ 
rus 

trey /'trei/ noun, pi treys [count] 

1 basketball, informal : a shot that is worth three points 

2 : a playing card with the number 3 or a symbol repeated 
three times on it 

tri -prefix : three : having three parts ■ mangle * /recycle 
tri-ad /'trai,£ed/ noun, pi -ads [count] 

1 : a group of three usually related people or things — often 
+ of' Sufferers experience a triad of symptoms: headache, fe¬ 
ver, and sore throat. 

2 : a secret Chinese criminal organization 

tri-age /'tri:,a:3/ noun [noncount] medical : the process of 
deciding which patients should be treated first based on how 
sick or seriously injured they are ■ Nurses do triage in the 
emergency room. 

1 tri-al /'trajal/ noun, pi -als 

1 : a formal meeting in a court in which evidence about 
crimes, disagreements, etc., is presented to a judge and often 
a jury so that decisions can be made according to the law 
[count] civil/criminal trials ■ a murder trial • He did not get/ 
have/receive a fair trial. ■ a trial by jury = a jury trial "He tes¬ 
tified at the trial, [noncount] He testified at trial. • She is 
awaiting trial on charges of assault. ■ She will stand/face trial 
[=be tried] for murder. [=there will be a trial to decide if she 
is guilty of murder] - He was arrested but not brought to trial. 
[=tried; there was never a trial to decide if he was guilty or in¬ 
nocent] ■ The case never came to trial. [=there was never a 
trial to make a decision about the case] 

2 [count] a : a test of the quality, value, or usefulness of 
something * Early trials have shown that the treatment has 
some serious side effects. • a clinical trial [=a test in which sci¬ 
entists study how a drug, medical device, etc., affects a group 
of people in order to see if it is safe and effective] b : a test 
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of someone’s ability to do something that is used to see if he 
or she should join a team, perform in a play, etc. ■ the Olym¬ 
pic trials • (Brit) He was cut from the team after the first trial. 
[-(US) tryout] 

3 [count] a : something (such as a difficult situation or 
task) that shows how patient, strong, or trusting you are • 
Recovering from her injury was a real trial of strength, b 
: something or someone that is difficult to deal with : an an¬ 
noying or unpleasant thing or person • I know I was a bit of a 
trial to my parents when I was a teenager. ■ Cold winters can 
be a trial for older people. • The book describes the trials and 
tribulations [=difficult experiences, problems, etc.) of the 
colony’s earliest settlers. 

4 [count] : an event at which animals compete and perform ■ 
a horse/dog trial 

on trial : in a situation in which evidence against you is pre¬ 
sented in a court to a judge and often a jury to decide if 
you are guilty of a crime • He is on trial [=being tried] for 
murder. ■ She was on trial on charges of drug possession. = 
She went on trial for possession of drugs. — sometimes 
used figuratively ■ The controversial case has put the entire 
health-care system on trial. [=has caused people to think 
about the health-care system in a critical way] 
trial and error : a process in which you find out the best 
way to solve a problem, do something, etc., by trying dif¬ 
ferent ways until one is successful ■ We often learn by/ 
through trial and error. 

2 trial adj, always used before a noun : relating to or used in a 
test that is done for a period of time to see if something is 
worth buying, using, etc. ■ trial use of the product ■ If you 
choose to use the software beyond the 30-day free trial peri¬ 
od, you are required to pay for it. ■ I’m using the product on 
a trial basis. [=for a short period of time] 

3 trial verb -als; -ailed; -al-ling [+ obj] Brit : to test the quali¬ 
ty, value, or usefulness of (something) ■ Companies are trial¬ 
ling the new accounting software, 
trial balloon noun, pi ~ -loons [count] : something that 
you do or say in order to find out what people think about 
an idea, plan, etc. • She’s been floating trial balloons about a 
possible run for Congress. 

trial run noun, pi ~ runs [count]: a test in which a product 
or procedure is tried in order to see if it works correctly 
: test RUN • They will put the software through many trial 
runs before putting it on the market. ■ We will have to give 
the machine a trial run. 

tri«an«gle / l trai,£eijg3l/ noun, pi -an-gles [count] 

1 : a snape that is made up of three lines and three angles 
— see picture at geometry; see also equilateral trian¬ 
gle, ISOSCELES TRIANGLE, RIGHT TRIANGLE 

2 : something that is shaped like a triangle ■ She cut the 
sandwiches into ttiangles. • a triangle of land 

3 : a musical instrument that is made of a steel rod bent into 
the shape of a triangle and that you play by hitting with a 
metal rod 

4 : a situation in which one member of a couple is involved 
in a romantic or sexual relationship with another person ■ a 
love triangle 

5 US : a usually plastic or metal device that is shaped like a 
triangle and used for drawing straight lines and angles — 
called also (Brit) set square 

tri-an-gu-lar /trai'amgjaia-/ adj 

1 : shaped like a triangle ■ a triangular table 

2 : involving three people, groups, or things ■ a triangular 



agreement 

tri-an-gu-la-tion /trai.teijgja'lei/an/ noun [noncount] tech¬ 
nical : a method of finding a distance or location by measur¬ 
ing the distance between two points whose exact location is 
known and then measuring the angles between each point 
and a third unknown point 

- tri-an-gu-late /trai'ajqgja.lext/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -lat- 

ing [+ obj] • Using the device we were able to triangulate 
the building’s precise location. 

tri-ath-lon /trai'aeBlan/ noun, pi -Ions [count] sports : a 
long-distance race that has three paits (such as swimming, 
bicycling, and running) ■ the Olympic triathlon 

— tri-ath-lete /trai'ae0,li:t/ noun, pi -letes [count] 
trib-al /'traibal/ ad) '■ of or relating to a tribe or tribes ■ tribal 

art/customs/groups/people ■ a tribal chief • Their society is 
tribal. 


— trib-aMy adv ■ The land is tribally owned, 
trib-al-ism /'traibajizam/ noun [noncount] often disapprov¬ 
ing : loyalty to a tribe or other social group especially when 


combined with strong negative feelings for people outside 
the group ■ Tribalism within the group is strong. • the cor¬ 
rupting influence of tribalism 
tribe /'traib/ noun, pi tribes [count] 

1 a a group of people that includes many families and rel¬ 
atives who have the same language, customs, and beliefs ■ 
Native American tribes ■ nomadic tribes b informal + hu¬ 
morous : a large family — usually singular • The whole tribe 
came to the party. 

2 humorous + sometimes disapproving : a group of people 
who have the same job or interest • a tribe of artists with wild 
hair and casual manners 

3 biology : a group of related plants or animals ■ the rose/cat 
tribe 

tribes-man /'traibzman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] 

: someone (especially a man) who is a member of a tribe 
tribes-peo-ple /'traibz,pupal/ noun [plural] : members of a 
tribe 

tribes-WOm*an /'traibz,wum3n/ noun, pi -wom-en 

/-.wiman/ [count] : a woman who is a member of a tribe 
trib-U-la-tion /^nbja'lei/an/ noun, pi -tions formal 

1 [ noncount ] : unhappiness, pain, or suffering • Her son’s ill¬ 
ness has been a source of great tribulation. 

2 [count ]: an experience that causes someone to suffer ■ The 
play is about the tribulations of a family of immigrants in 
New York. ■ the trials and tribulations [=difficult experienc¬ 
es, problems, etc.] of starting a new business 

tri-bu-nal /trai'bjuinl/ noun, pi -nals [count] : a kind of 
court that has authority in a specific area ■ An international 
tribunal was formed to deal with war crimes, 
tri'bune An,bju:n/ noun, pi -bunes [count] 

1 : an official in ancient Rome whose job was to protect the 
rights of citizens 

2 formal : someone who defends the rights of people ■ 
They’ve become tribunes of the people. 

trib-U-tary /'tnbja.teri, Brit 'tnbjatri/ noun, pi -tar-ies 
[count] : a stream that flows into a larger stream or river or 
into a lake • one of the river’s tributaries ■ This stream is a 
tributary of the Ohio River. — often used before another 
noun ■ a tributary stream 
trib-ute /'tn,bju:t/ noun, pi -utes 

1 [count] : something that you say, give, or do to show re¬ 
spect or affection for someone ■ The concert was a tribute to 
the musician. • Yellow ribbons were tied on trees as a tribute 
to the soldiers at war. ■ floral tributes [=flowers that people 
send to a funeral or leave at a grave] • a tribute album [=a re¬ 
cording of a set of songs that another musician or musical 
group is known for performing] ■ an event at which artists 
and musicians paid tribute to the famous composer 

2 [singular] : something that proves the good quality or ef¬ 
fectiveness of something — + to • The pyramids are a tribute 
to Egyptian ingenuity. • It’s a tribute to her skills as a writer 
that she can make such a convincing case so efficiently. 

3 : money or goods that a ruler or country gives to another 
ruler or country especially for protection [noncount] The 
country was forced to pay tribute, [count] The ruler paid a 
tribute every year. 

trice /'trais/ noun 

in a trice chiefly Brit : in a small amount of time : quickly ■ 
He set the table in a trice. ■ She should be here in a trice. 
[=in a moment] 

tri-cep /'trai,sep/ noun, pi -ceps [count] : triceps ■ an in¬ 
jured tricep 

tri-ceps /'trai,seps/ noun, pi triceps [count] : a large muscle 
along the back of the upper arm ■ He felt a pain in his right 
triceps. — usually plural • This exercise machine works the 
triceps. • My triceps are sore. — compare biceps 
tri-cer-a-tops /trai'sera.taips/ noun, pi triceratops 
[count] : a large dinosaur that had three horns on its head 
and that ate plants 

1 trick /'tnk/ noun, pi tricks [count] 

1 ; an action that is meant to deceive someone ■ It was a trick 
to persuade her to give him money. ■ That was a dirty/mean/ 
rotten trick. [=an unkind or unfair thing to do] — see also 
DIRTY TRICKS 

2 : something done to surprise or confuse someone and to 
make other people laugh ■ He played a trick on me. [=he 
tricked me] ■ She enjoys playing tricks on her friends. 

3 : a clever and skillful action that someone performs to en¬ 
tertain or amuse people • For his last trick , the magician 
made a rabbit disappear. • magic/card/circus tricks 

4 : a clever and effective way of doing something ■ I know a 
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good trick for removing stains from clothes. ■ He knows a lot 
of useful programming tricks. ■ a handy trick for remember¬ 
ing names ■ He has a lot of experience with gardening, so he 
should be able to show/teach us a trick or two. (=he should 
be able to give us good advice about gardening] 

5 : something that causes confusion or that makes some¬ 
thing seem different from what it actually is ■ He was so tired 
his mind was playing tricks on him. [=he could not think 
clearly] ■ The paint looked blue, but it was just a trick of the 
light. [=the light made the paint appear blue even though it 
was a different color] 

6 : the cards that are played in one round of a card game ■ 
She has won the last three tricks. 

7 US, informal : a sex act performed by a prostitute ■ She 
was living on the street and turning tricks [=taking money 
for sex] to survive. 

do the trick informal: to produce a desired result: to solve 
a problem ■ One small adjustment will do the trick, 
every trick in the book *$■ If you try every trick in the book, 
you do everything you can to achieve something. ■ They’ll 
use every trick in the book to get you to buy their products. 
■ He tried every trick in the book [=he tried every method he 
knew] to get the car started, but nothing worked. 
never/not miss a trick informal : to notice everything : to 
always know what is happening ■ He never misses a trick, 
trick of the/your trade see ‘trade 

up to your (old) tricks informal If you are up to your (old) 
tricks , you are doing the kind of dishonest things that you 
have done in the past. 

you can’t teach an old dog new tricks see 'dog 
- see also hat trick, trick or treat 
2 trick verb tricks; tricked; trick-ing [+ obj] : to deceive 
(someone) * He tricked her by wearing a disguise. 
trick into \phrasal verb ] trick (someone or something) into 
(something) : to use a trick to make (someone or some¬ 
thing) do (something) ■ He was tricked into buying the car. 
[=he bought the car because he was deceived] 
trick out \phrasal verb ] 1 trick (someone) out : to dress 

(someone or yourself) in an unusual way — usually + in • 
She was tricked out in a horrible, brightly colored costume. 
2 trick (something) out or trick out (something) : to deco¬ 
rate (something) — usually + with ■ The room was tricked 
out with ribbons and streamers. 
trick out of [phrasal verb ] trick (someone) out of (something) 
: to use a trick to get (something) from (someone) ■ She 
was tricked out of[=cheated out oj\ her savings. 

3 trick adj, always used before a noun 

1 : using methods that are meant to deceive someone ■ trick 
photography [=photography that uses special methods to 
make things that are not real seem to be real] ■ a trick ques¬ 
tion [=a deceptive question that is intended to make you give 
an answer that is not correct or that causes trouble for you] 

2 : done in a clever or entertaining way ■ a trick shot in pool 

3 US : weak and tending to fail suddenly ■ He has a trick 
knee. 

trick*ery /'tnkari/ noun [ noncount ] : the use of tricks to de¬ 
ceive or cheat someone • He resorted to trickery to get what 
he wanted. ■ an act of trickery 

1 trick*le /'trikal/ verb trick-les; trick-led; trick-ling [no 

obj] 

1 : to flow or fall in drops ■ Tears trickled down her cheeks. ■ 
Water was trickling out of the gutter. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to move or go 
slowly in small numbers or amounts ■ People trickled into the 
theater. ■ Donations have been trickling in. 

trickle down [phrasal verb ] : to spread from the upper levels 
of a society, organization, etc., to the lower levels — used 
especially to describe the movement of money through an 
economic system ■ They believe that the benefits of the tax 
cut for corporations should eventually trickle down to the 
average consumer. — see also trickle-down 
2 trickle noun [singular] 

1 : a slow, thin flow of water ■ We heard the trickle of water 
from the roof. ■ The flow of water slowed to a trickle. 

2 : a slow movement of people or things in small numbers or 
amounts ■ Sales have slowed to a trickle in recent weeks. ■ A 
slow/steady trickle of customers came into the store 
throughout the day. 

trickle-down adi, always used before a noun — used to de¬ 
scribe an economic theory which says that financial benefits 
and advantages given to wealthy people, corporations, etc., 
will improve the economy and eventually help the poorer 


people in a society ■ trickle-down theory ■ trickle-down eco¬ 
nomics — see also trickle down at ‘trickle 
trick or treat noun [ noncount ] : a custom on Halloween in 
which children knock on people’s doors and say “trick or 
treat" when the doors are opened to ask for candy • We got 
all dressed up for trick or treat. • When the door opened the 
kids all shouted “Trick or treatV' 

— trick—or—treat-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ We had a lot of 
trick-or-treaters at our house this year. — trick—or—treat¬ 
ing noun [noncount] ■ The kids went trick-or-treating. 

trick-Ster /'tnksta>/ noun, pi -sters [count] : someone who 
tricks or deceives people especially in order to get something 
■ a sly trickster — see also confidence trickster 
tricky /'triki/ adj trick-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : using or likely to use dishonest tricks • a tricky salesman 

2 : requiring skill or caution : difficult to do or deal with ■ a 
tricky subject/question • a tricky intersection ■ The lock is 
tricky to open. 

— trick-i-ness /'trikinas/ noun [noncount] 

1 tri-COl-or ( US ) or Brit tri-col-our /'trai,kAlas Brit 'tnkab/ 

noun, pi -ors [count] : a flag (such as the national flag of 
France) that has three equal bands of different colors 
tricolor (US) or Brit tricolour or US tri-col-ored or Brit 
tri-col-oured Arai'kAla-d/ adj ' having or using three col¬ 
ors • a tricolor flag ■ a tricolored cat 
tri-cy-cle /'traisakal/ noun, pi 
-cy-cles [count] : a three¬ 
wheeled vehicle that a person 
rides by pushing on foot pedals 
Tricycles are usually ridden 
by young children. ■ He likes to 
ride his tricycle. [=(informal) 
trike ] — compare bicycle, 

UNICYCLE 

tri-dent /'traidant/ noun, pi 
-dents [count]: a spear that has 
three points and that looks like 
a large fork 

1 tried past tense and past partici¬ 
ple of ‘TRY tricycle 

2 tried /'traid/ adj : found to be 

good or effective through use or testing ■ a tried (and tested) 
recipe ■ a tried and trusted friend 
tried—and—true adj, chiefly US : known to be good or ef¬ 
fective : known to be reliable ■ tried-and-true recipes ■ a 
tried-and-true remedy for colds 
tri-er /'traja*/ noun, pi -ers [count] : someone who tries very 
hard to do something ■ Even if she fails she’s a real trier. 
1 tri-fle /'traifal/ noun, pi tri-fles 

1 [count] : something that does not have much value or im¬ 
portance ■ There’s no reason to argue over such trifles. ■ The 
money is a mere trifle to me. 

2 [count, noncount]: a dessert made of layers of cake, jam or 
jelly, and custard and topped with whipped cream 

a trifle : to a small degree : slightly ■ The music is just a 
trifle [=a bit, a tad] too loud. 

2 trifle verb trifles; tri-fled; tri-fling 

trifle with [phrasal verb] trifle with (someone or something) 
: to treat or deal with (someone or something) in a way 
that shows a lack of proper respect or seriousness ■ You 
shouldn’t trifle with their feelings. • Crime is not a subject 
to be trifled with. ■ She is not someone to be trifled with. 
[=she should be treated with respect] 
tri-fling /’traifalii]/ adj [more most ~] : having little value 
or importance ■ trifling details ■ a trifling sum of money 
trig /'trig/ noun [noncount] US, informal : trigonometry 
1 trig-ger /'tnga'/ noun, pi -gers [count] 

1 : a lever on a gun that you pull to fire the gun ■ He pulled/ 
squeezed the trigger. • Police officers are trained to not be 
too quick on the trigger. [=eager to fire a gun] — see picture 
at GUN 

2 : something that causes something else to happen — often 
+for ■ The faulty wire was the trigger for the explosion. 

2 trigger verb -gers; -gered; -ger-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to cause (something, such as an alarm) to start func¬ 
tioning ■ Smoke triggered the fire alarm, b : to cause (a 
bomb) to explode ■ The timer was set to trigger the bomb in 
exactly one hour. 

2 : to cause (something) to start or happen ■ His remarks 
triggered a public outcry. ■ Certain foods trigger his head¬ 
aches. ■ The power outage was triggered by heavy rains. 
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trig-ger—hap*py /'trig3>,h£epi/ adj [ more most ~] infor- 

mal + disapproving : eager to fire a gun ■ trigger-happy hunt¬ 
ers 

trig-o-nom-e-try /^nga'naimatri/ noun [inoncount] : a 
branch of mathematics that deals with relationships between 
the sides and angles of triangles 

- trig-o-no-met-ric /itngans'metrik/ also trig-o-no-met- 
ri-cal /.tngans'mctriksl/ adj ■ a trigonometric function 
— trig-o-no-met-ri-caMy Atrigana'metrikli/ adv 

trike /'traik/ noun,pi trikes [count] informal : tricycle 
tri-lat-er*al /trai'lsetaral/ adj : involving three groups or 
countries ■ a trilateral peace agreement 
tril-by /'tnlbi/ noun, pi -bies [count] chiefly Brit : a soft hat 
with part of the top pushed in — called also trilby hat 
1 trill /'tnl/ noun, pi trills [count] 

1 : the sound of going quickly back and forth many times 
between two musical notes that are close to each other 

2 : a quick high sound that is repeated ■ She pronounces her 
r’s with a trill. • the trill of the bird 

2 trill verb trills; trilled; trill-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to say (something) with a trill ■ He trills [=rolls] his 
r’s when he speaks. 

2 [no obj] : to make a series of quick high sounds ■ The 
phone trilled on her desk. 

trillion /'triljan/ noun, pi trillion or trillions [count] 

1 : the number 1,000,000,000,000 : one thousand billion ■ 
a/one/two trillion (of them) ■ a hundred trillion = 100 trillion ■ 
several trillion (of them) = (less commonly) several trillions 
(of them) ■ hundreds of trillions (of them) ■ a trillion and one 
[=1,000,000,000.001 ] ■ a trillion and a half = 1.5 trillion 
[=1,500,000,000,000] ■ a trillion dollars 

2 : a very large amount or number ■ I’ve heard that excuse a 
trillion times before. [=many, many times before] — often 
plural ■ We could see trillions of stars in the sky. ■ trillions and 
trillions of cells 

3 Brit, old-fashioned : the number 1,000,000,000,000,000,000 
: one million million million 

— tril-lionth /'tnljanO/ adj ■ This is the trillionth time I’ve 
seen this show. — trillionth noun, pi -Months [count] • one 
trillionth [=one of a trillion equal parts] of a second 

tril-o-gy /'tnbcfci/ noun, pi -gies [count] : a series of three 
novels, movies, etc., that are closely related and involve the 
same characters or themes ■ the last book in the trilogy ■ a 
science-fiction trilogy 

1 trim /'trim/ verb trims; trimmed; trim-ming [+ obj] 

1 a : to cut (something) off something else : to remove 
(something) by cutting — often + away, from, or off ■ She 
trimmed away the dead branches. ■ She trimmed the fat from/ 
off the meat, b : to make (something) neat by cutting it • He 
trimmed his mustache. ■ The hedges need to be trimmed. 

2 : to make the size, amount, or extent of (something) small¬ 
er ■ They are looking for ways to trim the budget. 

3 : to decorate (something) especially around the edges with 
ribbons, ornaments, etc. • We trimmed the Christmas tree. ■ a 
pillow trimmed in/with lace 

4 : to adjust (a boat’s sails) in order to move faster ■ The sail¬ 
ors trimmed the sails. 

trim down [phrasal verb] : to become thinner : to lose 
weight ■ He trimmed down over the summer. 

— trim-mer /'trima-/ noun, pi -mers [count] ■ a mustache 
trimmer 

2 trim adj trim-mer; trim-mest 

1 : neat and orderly • a trim lawn 

2 : slim and healthy ■ She has a trim figure. ■ He keeps fit and 
trim by biking. 

- trim-ly adv 
3 trim noun, pi trims 

1 [count] : an act of trimming something (such as hair) — 
usually singular ■ He went to the barber for a trim. • The 
lawn needs a trim. 

2 : material (such as ribbons, lace, etc.) that is used for dec¬ 
orating something especially around its edges [noncount] a 
skirt with lace trim ■ The house is gray with black trim. [=the 
pieces of wood around the doors, windows, etc., are painted 
black] [count] — usually singular ■ The fabric has a gold 
trim. 

in trim : in good condition ■ He’s been exercising to get in 
m trim for the season. 

tri-ma-ran /'traima.rcen/ noun, pi -rans [count] : a boat that 
has three hulls 

tri-meS-ter/trai'mesta^/zow/z, pi -ters [count] 

1 : a period of three months; especially : one of three periods 


into which a woman's pregnancy is often divided ■ develop¬ 
ment in the first/second/third trimester 
2 US : one of three periods into which an academic year is 
sometimes divided — compare quarter, semester, term 
trim-mings /'trimigz/ noun [plural] 

1 : something that is added to complete a dish or meal ■ a 
feast with turkey and all the trimmings [=all the other foods 
that are typically served with turkey] 

2 : pieces removed from something by trimming it ■ hedge/ 
meat trimmings 

3 US : something added as a decoration especially around 
the edges ■ a hat with leather trimmings 

trin-i-ty /'trinati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 the Trinity Christianity ; the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit existing as one God — called also the Holy Trinity 

2 [count] : a group of three people or things ■ a trinity of 
goals • an unholy trinity of criminal organizations 

trin-ket /'triqkat/ noun, pi -kets [count] : a piece of jewelry 
or an ornament that has little value 
trio Ari.jou/ noun, pi tri-os [count] 

1 : a group of three singers or musicians who perform to¬ 
gether ■ He plays in a jazz trio.’, also : a piece of music for 
such a group ■ a piano trio 

2 : a group or three peopl5 or things ■ a trio of novels 
1 trig /'trip/ noun, pi trips 

1 [count] a : a journey to a place ■ They got back from their 
trip yesterday. ■ a trip around the world ■ How was your trip? 

■ a day trip [=a journey in which you go to visit a place and 
then return to your home on the same day] ■ She is away on a 
business trip. [=she is traveling as part of her work] — often 
+ to ■ She took a trip to Europe. — see also FIELD trip, 
road trip, round trip b i a short journey to a store, 
business, office, etc., for a particular purpose — usually + to 

■ He made a trip to the dentist. ■ I need to make a quick trip to 
the store for milk and eggs. 

2 [count] informal \ the experience of strange mental effects 
(such as seeing things that are not real) that is produced by 
taking a very powerful drug (such as LSD) ■ He was on an 
acid trip. 

3 [count] : an act of falling or nearly falling that is caused by 
accidentally hitting your foot on something as you are walk¬ 
ing or running ■ an ankle injury caused by a trip 

4 [singular] US, informal 4- somewhat old-fashioned : an ex¬ 
citing or unusual experience or person ■ The party was quite 
a trip. • His mother is a trip. 

5 [count] : an experience or activity that is like a journey ■ 
He’s on a nostalgia trip. [=he is thinking about the past a lot] 
— see also ego trip, guilt trip, power trip 

2 trip verb trips; tripped; trip-ping 

fa [no obj] : to hit your foot against something while you 
are walking or running so that you fall or almost fall ■ Be 
careful. Don’t trip. — often + on or over ■ He tripped [^stum¬ 
bled] over the curb. ■ She tripped on the stairs and almost fell, 
b [+ obj] : to cause (someone who is walking or running) to 
fall or almost fall • He deliberately tried to trip me. — often + 
up ■ He got tripped up by the wires on the floor. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] literary 
: to dance or walk with light, quick steps • The dancers 
tripped off the stage. 

3 [+ obj] : to cause (something, such as an alarm or a switch) 
to be turned on often in an accidental way • Burglars 
smashed in the window and tripped [=set off] the alarm. • She 
tripped [=threw] the switch. 

4 [no obj] informal : to experience strange mental effects 
(such as seeing things that are not real) after taking a very 
powerful drug (such as LSD) — often + on m They were trip¬ 
ping on acid. 

trip off the tongue see 'tongue 

trip the light fantastic informal + old-fashioned : dance ■ 
They were tripping the light fantastic all night. 
trip up [phrasal verb] trip up (someone) or trip (someone) up 
: to cause (someone) to make a mistake ■ He tried to trip 
up the cashier as she counted his change. — see also 2 trip 
lb (above) 

tri-par-tite /trai'paa^tait/ adj, formal : involving three peo¬ 
ple, groups, or parts ■ a tripartite treaty 
tripe /'traip/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the stomach of an animal (such as a cow or ox) that is 
eaten as food 

2 : something that is worthless, unimportant, or of poor 
quality • How can you watch this tripe ? [=rubbish] ■ That's 
just a load of tripe. 
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1 tri>ple /'tnpal/ verb tri-ples; tri-pled; tri-pling 

1 a [+ obj] : to cause (something) to become three times as 
great or as many • He tripled his winnings at the track, b [no 
obj] : to become three times as great or as many ■ The town’s 
population has tripled in size. 

2 [no obj\ baseball : to hit a triple : to hit the ball so that you 
can reach third base ■ He tripled to right field. 

2 triple noun, pi triples [count] baseball : a hit that allows the 
batter to reach third base — compare double, home run, 
single 
3 triple adj 

1 : three times bigger in size or amount ■ She got a new job 
with triple the salary of her old one. ■ He ordered a triple 
espresso. 

2 always used before a noun : having three parts or including 
three people or things ■ triple bypass surgery [=surgery on 
three blood vessels surrounding the heart] ■ a triple murder 
[=a murder of three people] 

— tri-ply /'tripli/ adv 

triple bond noun, pi bonds [count] technical : a chemi¬ 
cal bond in which three atoms in a molecule share three 
pairs of electrons — compare double bond, single bond 
Triple Crown noun [singular] 

1 : an occurrence in which a horse wins a series of three ma¬ 
jor races • a horse that won the first leg of the Triple Crown 

2 baseball: the achievement of a baseball player who at the 
end of a season leads the league in batting average, home 
runs, and runs batted in ■ Who was the last player to win the 
lYiple Crown in the American League7 

3 or triple crown : a set of three major awards, wins, or 
achievements in a particular field 

tri-ple—deck-er /,tnp3l'deka-/ noun, pi -ers [count] : some¬ 
thing that has three levels or layers ■ The bus we rode on was 
a triple-decker. — usually used before another noun ■ We 
took a tour of London on a triple-decker bus. ■ a triple-decker 
sandwich — compare double-decker, single-decker 
tri-ple—dou-ble /'tripal'dAbal/ noun, pi -dou-bles [count] 
basketball : the achievement of a player who gets 10 or more 
points, assists, and rebounds in one game 
tri-ple— head-er /'tnpsl'heda 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] US 
: three games played one after another on the same day ■ a 
basketball triple-header 
triple jump noun 

the triple jump : an athletic event in which people compete 
by making three jumps one after another 
triple play noun, pi ~~ plays [count] baseball : a play in 
which the team in the field causes three runners to be put 
out ■ The batter hit into a triple play. ■ They turned a triple 
play in the first inning. — compare DOUBLE PLAY 
trip-let /'tnplat/ noun, pi -lets [count] 

1 : one of three babies that are bom at the same time to the 
same mother — usually plural • She had triplets. [=she gave 
birth to three babies] — compare quadruplet, quintu¬ 
plet, SEXTUPLET, TWIN 

2 : a combination, set, or group of three things ■ a triplet of 
colors 

tri-plex /'tn,picks/ noun, pi -plex-es [count] US : a building 
that is divided into three separate homes 
1 trip-M-Cate /'triplikat/ noun 

in triplicate : in three copies ■ File the forms in triplicate. 
triplicate adj, always used before a noun : having or existing 
in three copies ■ a triplicate invoice 
tri-pod /'traijpaid/ noun, pi -pods [count] : a 
support or stand for a camera, telescope, etc., 
that has three legs 

trip-per /'tripa*/ noun, pi -pers [count] chiefly 
Brit : a person who takes a short trip to visit an 
interesting place ■ a day tripper [=a person who 
goes on a short trip that lasts for less than a full 
day] 

trip-py /'tnpi/ adj -pi-er; -est informal : relat¬ 
ing to or like the strange mental effects experi¬ 
enced by someone who has taken a powerful 
drug (such as LSD) ■ The movie was full of 
trippy images. ■ trippy music 
trip-tych /'trip.tik/ noun, pi -tychs [count] : a picture (such 
as a painting) that has three panels placed next to each other 
trip-wire /'trip^aja 1 / noun, pi -wires [count] : a wire placed 
close to the ground which trips people, sets off an alarm, or 
causes an explosion when it is touched 
trite Arait/ adj trit-er; -est [or more most ~]: not inter¬ 


esting or effective because of being used too often : not fresh 
or original • That argument has become trite. ■ trite cliches 

— trite-ly adv ■ tritely obvious remarks — trite-ness noun 
[noncount] 

1 tri-umph /'trajamf/ noun, pi -umphs 

1 [count] a : a great or important victory • They earned/ 
gained a magnificent triumph over the invading army. ■ They 
celebrated their triumph with a parade through the steets of 
the city. ■ They were able to achieve an important triumph 
against their chief rivals, b : a great success or achievement 
■ Quitting smoking was a personal triumph for her. ■ The par¬ 
ty was a triumph. ■ The bridge is an engineering triumph. 

2 [noncount] : the very happy and joyful feeling that comes 
from victory or success ■ They had a feeling of triumph after 
finishing the project. ■ shouts of triumph ■ They stood atop 
the mountain in triumph. 

3 [count] : something good that is an excellent example of a 
particular method, quality, etc. ■ The design is a triumph of 
simplicity. [=the design is very good and simple] 

2 triumph verb -umphs; -umphed; -umph-ing [no obj ]: to 
achieve victory especially in a long or difficult contest ■ She 
likes stories where good triumphs [=prevails] over evil. ■ His 
favorite team triumphed in the championship game, 
tri-um-phal /trai'Amfal/ adj : of, relating to, or honoring a 
triumph : celebrating a victory or success ■ a triumphal pro¬ 
cession ■ a triumphal arch 
tri-um-phant /trai'Amfant/ adj 

1 : resulting in victory or success ■ The boxer made a trium¬ 
phant return to the ring. [=the boxer won when he returned 
to the ring to fight again] 

2 : celebrating victory or success ■ a triumphant shout 

— tri-um-phant-ly adv ■ The fans cheered triumphantly. 
tri-um-vl-rate /trai'Amvarat/ noun, pi -rates [count] : a 

group of three people who share a position of authority or 
power 

triv-et /*tnv3t/ noun, pi -ets [count] : a short metal stand 
used for holding a hot dish 
triv-la /'tnvija/ noun [noncount] 

1 : unimportant facts or details ■ She doesn’t pay attention to 
such trivia. 

2 : facts about people, events, etc., that are not well-known ■ 
He is an expert on baseball trivia. ■ trivia questions 

triv-i-al /'trivijal/ adj [more most ~] : not important ■ sta¬ 
tistics and other trivial matters ■ a trivial sum of money ■ 
Compared to her problems, our problems seem trivial. 
triv-i-al-i-ty /,tnvi'£elati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [count] : something that is not important : trifle ■ We 
shouldn’t spend time on such trivialities. 

2 [noncount]: the quality or state of being trivial ■ the trivial¬ 
ity of the problem 

triv-i-al-ize also Brit triv-i-al-ise /'trivij3,laiz/ verb -iz-es; 
-ized; -iz*ing [+ obj] usually disapproving : to make (some¬ 
thing) seem less important or serious than it actually is ■ The 
news story trivialized the problem. ■ He is trivializing the situ¬ 
ation. 

- triv-i-al-i-za-tion also Brit triv-i-al*i*sa-tion /.tnvijab- 
’zeijan, Brit .tnvisdai'zeijan/ noun, pi -tions [noncount] 
the trivialization of their efforts [count] The movie was a 
trivialization of an important era in American history. 

trod past tense and past participle of ’tread 
trodden past participle of' tread 

troglodyte /'tra:gl3,dait/ noun, pi -dytes [count] : a per¬ 
son who lived in a cave in prehistoric times 
troi-ka /'troika/ noun, pi -kas [count]: a group of three peo¬ 
ple, things, countries, etc. • a troika of judges ■ A troika of 
countries signed the agreement. 

Tro-jan /'trouc&on/ noun, pi -jans [count] : a person who 
was bom or who lived in the ancient city of Troy 
work like a Trojan chiejly Brit, old-fashioned : to work very 
hard ■ He’s been working like a Trojan on this project. 

- Trojan adj 

Trojan horse noun, pi ~ horses [count] 

1 : someone or something that is used to hide what is true or 
real in order to trick or harm an enemy ■ They may be using 
the other corporation as a Trojan horse. 

2 computers : a seemingly useful computer program that is 
actually designed to harm your computer (such as by de¬ 
stroying data files) if you use it 

1 troll /'troul/ noun, pi trolls [count] 

1 in stories : a creature that looks like a very large or very 
small ugly person 
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2 computers : a person who tries to cause problems on an In¬ 
ternet message board by posting messages that cause other 
people to argue, become angry, etc. 

2 troll verb trolls; trolled; troll-ing 

1 : to fish with a hook and line that you pull through the wa¬ 
ter [+ obj\ They were trolling the ocean floor, [no obj] — of¬ 
ten +for • They trolled for fish. 

2 a [no obj ] : to search for or try to get (something) — often 
+ for • troll for answers/comments/responses ■ politicians 
trolling for votes b [+ obj] : to search through (something) ■ 
She loves to troll flea markets looking for bargains. 

— troll-er noun, pi -ers [count] 
troMey /'traili/ noun, pi -leys [count] 

1 a US : an electric vehicle that runs along the street on 
tracks — called also streetcar, ( US) trolley car, ( chiefly Brit ) 
tram b : a vehicle that is pulled along tracks on the ground 
by a moving cable or that hangs from a moving cable — 
called also (US) trolley car 

2 chiefly Brit a : a metal basket on wheels used to hold gro¬ 
ceries while you are shopping • a shopping trolley [=({/S) cart] 
b : a table with wheels used especially for serving food ■ a 
dessert trolley [=(US) cart] 

off your trolley Brit, informal: crazy • If you think I’m go¬ 
ing to do that you’re off your trolley. [=(t/S) off your rocker ] 
trol-lop /'trollop/ noun, pi -lops [count] old-fashioned + of¬ 
fensive : a woman who has sex with many different men 
trom*bone /tram'boun/ noun, pi -bones [count] : a large 
brass musical instrument that you blow into and that has a 
tube that you slide in and out to play different notes — see 
picture at brass instrument 

— trom-bon-ist /tram'boumst/ noun, pi -ists [count] 
tromp /'tra:mp/ verb, always followed by an adverb or prepo¬ 
sition tromps; tromped; tromp.ing [no obj] US, informal 
: 'tramp 1 ■ We tromped over/through the grass. ■ Workmen 
were tromping through the building all day. 

trompe I’oeil /,tra:mp'loi/ noun [noncount] : a style of 
painting in which things are painted in a way that makes 
them look like real objects In French, trompe Voeil means 
“deceives the eye.’’ 

1 troop /'tru:p/ noun, pi troops 

T a [count ]: a group of soldiers ■ Where is his troop heading? 
b troops [plural] : soldiers in a group ■ American troops 
fighting overseas ■ enemy troops ■ a plan to withdraw troops 

— see also shock troops 

2 [count] : a group of people or things ■ a troop of enthusias¬ 
tic children • a troop of monkeys 

3 [count] : a group of Boy Scouts or Girl Scouts 

I Do not confuse troop with troupe. \ 

2 troop verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition 
troops; trooped; troop-ing [no obj] : to walk somewhere 
in a group ■ We all trooped back inside. ■ The kids trooped off 
to school. 

troop-er /•truipa 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a low-ranking soldier — see also paratrooper, storm 
trooper 

2 US : a state police officer • a state trooper 

| Do not confuse trooper with trouper. [ 

troop*Ship /'truipjip/ noun,pi -Ships [count] : a ship used 
to transport soldiers 

trope /'troup/ noun, pi tropes [count] technical : a word, 
phrase, or image used in a new and different way in order to 
create an artistic effect ■ a literary trope 
tro-phy /*troufi/ noun, pi -phies [count] 

1 : an object (such as a large cup or sculpture) that is given 
as a prize for winning a competition • a golf/bowling trophy • 
a trophy case/room 

2 : something that you keep or take to show that you were 
successful in hunting, war, etc. ■ hunting trophies 

trophy wife noun, pi ~ wives [count] informal + disapprov¬ 
ing : an attractive young woman who is married to an older 
successful man ■ a millionaire and his young trophy wife 
trop*iC /'traipik/ noun, pi -ics 

1 [singular] : either one of the two imaginary lines that circle 
the Earth to the north and south of the equator The Tropic 
of Cancer is 23% degrees north of the equator and the Tropic 
of Capricorn is 23% degrees south of the equator. 

2 the tropics : the part of the world that is near the equator 
where the weather is very warm ■ a vacation in the tropics 

tropical /'traipikal/ adj : of, relating to, occurring in, or 
used in the tropics ■ a tropical climate/country/region ■ trop¬ 


ical forests/plants — see also subtropical 

— trop-i-cal-ly /'traipikli/ adv 

tropical fish noun, pi ~ fish [count] : a small, brightly col¬ 
ored fish that lives in warm water in tropical areas 
tropical rain forest noun, pi ~ -ests [count ]: rain for¬ 
est 

tropical Storm noun, pi ~ storms [count] : a powerful 
storm that begins in the tropics and that has winds which are 
not as strong as those of a hurricane 
1 trot /'trait/ verb trots; trot-ted; trot-ting [no obj] 

1 of a horse : to move at a speed faster than walking by step¬ 
ping with each front leg at the same time as the opposite 
back leg ■ A horse trotted past us. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition a : to run at a 
slow, steady pace ■ The batter trotted around the bases after 
hitting a home run. b : to move quickly : hurry ■ She trot¬ 
ted off to help. ■ The little boy trotted along after his mother. 
hot to trot see 'hot 

trot out [phrasal verb] trot (something) out or trot out (some¬ 
thing) informal 1 disapproving : to say (something that 
has been said before) as an excuse, explanation, etc. ■ 
Don’t trot out that old excuse again. 2 : to bring (some¬ 
thing) out to be displayed ■ Designers trotted out their latest 
designs at the fashion show. 

2 trot noun, pi trots 

1 [singular] : a horse’s way of moving that is faster than a 
walk but slower than a gallop • The horse went into a slow 
trot. — compare 'canter, 'gallop 

2 [singular] : a person’s way of running slowly ■ He set off at 
a trot. 

3 the trots informal : diarrhea ■ Something I ate gave me 
the trots. 

on the trot Brit, informal 1 : following one after another ■ 
He won the race three times on the trot. [=in a row] 2 
: busy all the time • Working full-time and raising children 
keeps her on the trot [=on the go) from morning till night. 

— see also fox-trot 
troth /'tra:0/ noun 

plight your troth see 2 plight 
trot-ter /'trait &t noun, pi -ters [count] 

1 : a horse that has been trained to trot in races 

2 : a pig’s foot cooked and used as food 

— see also globe-trotter 

trou-ba-dour /'truiba^oa-/ noun, pi -dours [count] : a 
writer and performer of songs or poetry in the Middle Ages 
1 trou-ble /'trAbal/ noun, pi trou-bles 

iproblems or difficulties [noncount] The new system is 
giving me trouble. ■ He was having trouble with his home¬ 
work. ■ I had a little trouble finding the place. ■ He had no 
trouble finding a new job. ■ This decision could spell trouble 
(=cause problems] for all of us. ■ So far, the trip has been 
trouble free. [=so far, there have been no problems on the 
trip] ■ gangs looking to make/cause trouble [count] — usual¬ 
ly plural ■ She told me all her personal troubles. ■ Your trou¬ 
bles are over now that he’s out of your life. ■ I have my own 
troubles to worry about. ■ They’ve had some financial trou¬ 
bles since he lost his job. 

2 [noncount] a : a situation that is difficult or has a lot of 
problems ■ When the new CEO arrived, the company was in 
trouble. ■ She’s in big/deep financial trouble. [=she has seri¬ 
ous problems with her money] ■ She got into trouble with her 
credit cards. ■ Can anyone help get the company out of trou¬ 
ble ? [=solve the company’s problems] b : a situation that 
occurs if you do something wrong or break a rule and which 
will make someone angry or cause you to be punished ■ He’s 
always getting in/into trouble at school. ■ He promised to 
keep/stay out of trouble, [-behave well, not do anything bad] 

— often + with ■ She was in trouble with the police. ■ He will 
be in trouble with his mom if he’s late. 

3 [noncount] : a physical pain or illness ■ heart/stomach trou¬ 
ble ■ She has been having trouble with her knee. 

4 [noncount] : a situation in which a machine does not work 
correctly ■ He’s been having car/engine/computer trouble. ■ 
She was having trouble with her computer. 

5 [singular] : a bad feature, characteristic, quality, etc. ■ His 
trouble is that he’s lazy and unreliable. — often + with ■ The 
trouble with driving into the city is finding a place to park. 

6 [noncount] : extra effort or work ■ You didn’t have to go to 
all that trouble for me. [=you didn’t have to do all the extra 
work for me] ■ Thank you for taking the trouble [=making 
the effort] to write. • lliey didn’t even take the trouble to call 
and let me know they’d be late. ■ I decided that upgrading 
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the software was more trouble than it’s worth. • It’s not worth 
the trouble. ■ If it's no trouble [=if it is not too difficult or in¬ 
convenient], could you bring us some more coffee? • “I’m 
sorry to bother you.” "It’s no trouble. I’m happy to help.” 
ask for trouble see ask 
look for trouble see 1 look 

2 trouble verb troubles; troubled; troubling [+ obj\ 

1 : to make (someone) feel worried or upset : worry • The 
accusations troubled him deeply. ■ I’m troubled by his strange 
behavior. 

2 formal : to disturb or bother (someone) ■ I don’t mean to 
trouble you, but I have a question. ■ Could I trouble you for 
the time? [=can you tell me what time it is?] ■ Don’t trouble 
yourself [=I don’t need your help], I can handle it. 

3 : to cause (someone) to feel pain ■ My back has been trou¬ 
bling [= bothering] me again. 

4 : to make an effort to do something ■ I wish you'd at least 
troubled [=bothered\ to call. 

troubled adj [more —; most ~] 

1 : worried or anxious • a troubled expression/look • She 
seemed troubled about something. 

2 : having many problems ■ a troubled child/student ■ These 
have been troubled times. ■ a troubled marriage/relationship 
troubled waters : a difficult or confusing situation • He en¬ 
tered the troubled waters of the college application process. 

trou-ble*mak>er /'trAbal.meika 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a 
person who causes trouble : a person who creates problems 
or difficulties involving other people ■ He had the reputation 
of being a troublemaker in high school, 
trou-ble-shoot-er / l tr\b3[ l Su:t&/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who finds and fixes problems in machinery and 
technical equipment (such as computers) 

2 : a person who tries to find solutions to problems or end 
disagreements ■ a financial troubleshooter 

— trou-ble-shoot>ing /'trAbalJuitiq/ noun [noncount] ■ 
troubleshooting tips 

troU'ble'SOme /'trAbalsam/ adj [more most ~]: causing 
problems or worry : causing trouble ■ a troublesome infec¬ 
tion ■ troublesome children 

- trou-ble-some-ly adv - trou-ble-some-ness noun 
[noncount] 

trouble spot noun, pi ~ spots [count] : a place where vio¬ 
lence or war often happens ■ one of the world’s trouble spots 
trou-bling /trAtobo/ adj [more most ~] : causing feel¬ 
ings of worry : disturbing or upsetting ■ troubling events/ 
news/questions 

trough /'tra:f/ noun, pi troughs [count] 

1 : a long, shallow container from which animals (such as 
cows, pigs, horses, etc.) eat or drink ■ a water trough 

2 : a period in which there is little economic activity and 
prices are usually low ■ The economy/business is in a trough 
right now. 

3 : a long, low area between waves or hills 

4 weather : a long, narrow area of low air pressure between 
two areas of higher pressure — compare ridge 4 
have/get your nose/snout in the trough Brit, disapproving 

: to be in or get into a situation in which you are getting or 
trying to get a lot of money 

trounce /■trauns/ verb trounc-es; trounced; trounc-ing 

[+ obj] : to defeat (someone or something) easily and thor¬ 
oughly ■ Their opponents trounced them in the final game. 
[=their opponents won by a large amount] 
troupe /'tru:p/ noun, pi troupes [count] : a group of actors, 
singers, etc., who work together ■ an acting/singing/dance 
troupe 

[ Do not confuse troupe with troop. | 

troup-er /'truipay noun, pi -ers [count] informal 

1 : an actor or other performer who is very experienced and 
reliable 

2 : someone who works very hard, is very reliable, and does 
not complain when there are problems ■ She’s been a real 
trouper about the whole thing. 

[ Do not confuse trouper with trooper. j 

trou-sers /'trauz^z/ noun [plural ]: pants 1 
afi mouth and no trousers see 1 mouth 
wear the trousers see 'wear 

with your trousers down Brit, informal : in an embarrass¬ 
ing situation ■ another CEO caught with his trousers down 
[=(f/S’) with his pants down] 


— trouper /'trauza 1 / adj, always used before a noun ■ a trou¬ 
ser leg 

trouser suit noun, pi ~ suits [count] Brit : pantsuit 
trous-seau /'tru:,sou/ noun, pi trous-seaux or trous¬ 
seaus /'tru:,souz/ [count] old-fashioned : the clothes and 
personal possessions that a woman collects when she is 
about to get married 
trout /'traut/ noun, pi trout also trouts 

1 [count, noncount] : a common fish that lives in rivers and 
lakes and is often used as food — see color picture on page 
C8 

2 pi trouts [count] Brit, informal : an unpleasant old woman 

— usually used in the phrase old trout 

trove /'trouv/ noun, pi troves [count] see treasure trove 
trow-el /'trawsl/ noun, pi -els [count] 

1 : a small tool with a curved blade that is used by gardeners 
for digging holes — see picture at gardening 

2 : a small tool with a flat blade that is used for spreading 
and smoothing mortar or plaster 

tru*ant /'truiwant/ noun, pi -ants [count] : a student who 
misses school without permission ■ an increasing number of 
truants • a truant officer [=a person who looks for students 
who are not in school] 

play truant Brit, informal : to miss school without permis¬ 
sion ■ He’s been playing truant [=(t/S) playing hooky, (Brit) 
skiving off] with his friends. 

— tru-an*cy /■truiwansi/ noun, pi -cles [noncount] What 
can we do about the problem of truancy in our schools? 
[count] How can we reduce truancies in our schools? 
— truant adj ■ He’s been truant twice this week. 

truce /*tru:s/ noun, pi truc-es [count] : an agreement be¬ 
tween enemies or opponents to stop fighting, arguing, etc., 
for a certain period of time • They called/proposed a truce. ■ 
There’s been an uneasy truce between her and her parents 
for the past several months. ■ They broke the truce. [=they 
began fighting when there was an agreement not to fight] 

1 truck /*trAk/ noun, pi trucks [count] 

1 : a vehicle that carries things: such as a : a very large, 
heavy vehicle that is used to move large or numerous objects 

■ a flatbed/tanker truck * a delivery truck — called also (Brit) 
lorry, see picture on next page; see also dump truck, fire 
truck, tow TRUCK b : a vehicle that is larger than a car 
and that has an open back with low sides : PICKUP — see 
also PANEL TRUCK 

2 : a piece of equipment that has wheels and handles and 
that you push or pull to move heavy objects - He loaded the 
boxes onto the truck and wheeled them into the building. 

3 Brit: a railroad car that is open at the top ■ a cattle truck 
have/hold/want no truck with : to refuse to be involved 

with (someone or something) ■ I’ll have no truck with such 
nonsense. 

2 truck verb trucks; trucked; trucking US 

1 [-f- obj] ; to transport (something) in a truck ■ They trucked 
food to the market. — often + in ■ Produce is trucked in from 
local farms. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] infor¬ 
mal : to move or go especially in an easy, steady, or relaxed 
way ■ Everyone trucked on over to our house after the game. 

■ The economy has been doing poorly, but somehow our 
company manages to keep trucking along. 

truck-er /'trAka/ noun, pi -ers [count] US : a person whose 
job is to drive a truck 

truck farm noun, pi ~ farms [count] US : a farm where 
people grow vegetables that will be sold in markets — called 
also (Brit) market garden 

— truck farmer noun, pi — ers [count] 

trucking /’trAkii)/ noun [noncount] : the business of trans¬ 
porting things in trucks — often used before another noun ■ 
trucking companies 

truck-load /'trAk'loud/ noun, pi -loads [count] 

1 : a load that fills a truck ■ a truckload of sand 

2 informal : a large amount of something ■ He borrowed a 
truckload [=a lot] of money to start the business. 

truck Stop noun, pi ~ stops [count] US : a restaurant that 
is near a highway and that is used especially by truck drivers 

— called also (Brit) transport cafe 

tru-cu-lent /'trAkjalant/ adj [more most ~] : easily an¬ 
noyed or angered and likely to argue ■ a truculent person 

— truc-u-lence ArAkjalans/ noun [noncount] — tru-cu- 
lent-ly adv 

1 trudge /'trACfe/ verb, always followed by an adverb or preposi¬ 
tion trudg-es; trudged; trudg-ing [no obj] : to walk slow- 
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pickup, 
pickup truck 




dump truck (US), 
dumper truck (Brit) 



garbage truck (US), 
dustcart (Brit) 



articulated lorry (Brit) 


ly and heavily because you are tired or working very hard ■ I 
was trudging through the snow. ■ She trudged up the hill. 
2 trudge noun [singular] : a long, slow walk that makes you 
tired ■ a trudge across the snow 
1 true /'tru:/ adj tru«er; -est [also more —; most ~] 

1 : agreeing with the facts : not false ■ a true description/ 
statement ■ Indicate whether each of the following state¬ 
ments is true or false. ■ Their fears proved (to be) true. 
[=tumed out to be valid] ■ If their predictions are true , we’ll 
be in for a long winter. ■ Is it true that you were planning to 
go without me? ■ Jobs are scarce, and that is especially true 
for managers. ■ He can be stubborn, but that is true of many 
people. [=many people can be stubborn] ■ This is a true story. 
[=an account of something that really happened] ■ The same 
holds true [=is valid] for/in all similar situations. 

2 always used before a noun : real or genuine ■ The true cost 
proved to be much higher than they said it would be. ■ His 
true character/nature was revealed. ■ the true meaning of the 
term ■ She let him know her true feelings. [=the way she real¬ 
ly felt] 

3 : having all the expected or necessary qualities of a spec- 
ifed type of person or thing ■ He’s a true artist/expert. [=he is 
truly an artist/expert] ■ a true gentleman ■ From the moment 
they met they knew it was true love. [=knew that their love 
was strong and lasting] 

4 : completely loyal or faithful ■ I am your true servant. • true 
friends — often + to • He’s always been true to his wife. 

5 : placed or done correctly or perfectly : without error ■ His 
aim was true. [=he hit the target] 

6 always used before a noun : rightful, legal, or official ■ She 
is the car’s true [= lawful, legitimate] owner. 

7 : exact and accurate : faithful ■ The story is a true depic¬ 
tion of life in a small town. — often + to ■ The movie is true to 
the book. [=the story told in the movie closely matches the 
story told in the book] 

8 — used to admit that something is correct or true ■ True , 
prices are rising, but I’m not convinced that the economy is 
failing. ■ “It would cost a lot less if we did it ourselves.” 
“(That’s) True." 

9 not used before a noun, technical: in a position that is ex¬ 
actly straight, flat, even, etc. ■ If the cabinet doors are true, 
they will close tightly. 

come true : to become real : to happen in the way that you 
wished or dreamed ■ Everything we hoped for came true. ■ 
Their prediction seems to be coming true. ■ The trip abroad 
was a dream come true for her. [=it was something that she 
really wanted to do and that actually happened] 
show your true colors see ‘color 
too good to be true see ‘good 

true believer : someone who is completely and often fool¬ 
ishly loyal to a person or an idea • She is a true believer in 
the cause. 

true to form see ‘form 

true to life : realistic and natural ■ The author presents the 
characters in a way that feels very true to life, 
true to yourself : acting in a way that agrees with your be¬ 
liefs or values ■ He’s always true to himself. [=he always 
does what he thinks is right] 

true to your word : doing what you said you would do 


: keeping your promise ■ He said he would help, and he 
was true to his word. 

- see also tried-and-true 

2 true adv : in a straight line ■ The bullet traveled straight and 
true. 

3 true noun [noncount] : the quality or state of being straight, 
flat, even, etc. ■ The door is slightly out of true. [=is not in its 
correct position] 

true-blue adj 

1 US : completely faithful and loyal to a person or an idea ■ a 
true-blue patriot 

2 Brit, informal : loyal to the ideas of the British Conserva¬ 
tive party ■ true-blue Tories 

true—life /‘trurMaif/ adj, always used before a noun : based 
on a real story and not imaginary ■ a true-life adventure/mov¬ 
ie/story 

true north noun [noncount] : north that is calculated by us¬ 
ing an imaginary line through the Earth rather than by using 
a compass : the direction that leads to the North Pole 

— compare magnetic north 

truf*fle /'tr/vfal/ noun, pi truf*fles [count] 

1 : a type of fungus that grows under the ground and that is 
used in cooking 

2 : a kind of chocolate candy with a soft center 
tru*ism / l tru:,iZ3m/ noun, pi -isms [count] : a true state¬ 
ment that is very commonly heard : a common statement 
that is obviously true 

tru-ly /'tru:li/ adv [more most ~] 

1 : in an honest manner : sincerely ■ I truly believe they 
can do it. ■ She’s truly sorry. ■ He truly enjoyed the concert. 

2 : in truth : actually or really ■ This is truly a different situ¬ 
ation. ■ A country is not truly democratic until all of its citi¬ 
zens can vote freely. ■ Is this poll truly representative of the 
voters’ intentions? 

3 : without question or doubt — used to make a statement 
more definite or forceful ■ It’s truly hot out today. ■ truly 
amazing/awful/weird 

yours truly 1 — used at the end of a letter and before the 
writer’s signature 2 humorous — used to refer to yourself 
■ “Who is in charge here?” “ Yours truly." [=1 am] 

1 trump /'trAmp/ noun, pi trumps 

1 [count] : a card from the suit that has been chosen as the 
most valuable for a particular card game ■ I won the trick by 
playing a trump. — called also trump card 

2 trumps [plural] : the suit whose cards are the most valu¬ 
able for a particular card game ■ Diamonds are trumps. 
comeAum up trumps Brit, informal : to do or provide what 

is necessary in order to succeed ■ The team turned up 
trumps in the final game and won the championship. 
2 trump verb trumps; trumped; trump-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to beat (another card) by playing a card from the suit 
that beats the other suits : to play a trump card to beat (an¬ 
other card) ■ She trumped my ace to win the trick. 

2 a : to do better than (someone or something) in a contest, 
competition, etc. • Their offer for the house was trumped by 
a higher bid. b : to be more important than (something) ■ 
The need for blood donors trumps all other concerns. 
trump up [phrasal verb] trump up (something) : to create or 
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make up (something false) in order to cause problems for 
someone, connect someone to a crime, etc. ■ She trumped 
up some excuse to fire him. ■ trump up an accusation 
— see also trumped-up 
trump card noun, pi ~ cards [count] 

1 : ’trump 1 

2 : something that gives you an advantage ■ The prosecu¬ 
tion’s trump card is the evidence linking the defendant to the 
murder weapon. ■ He played/used his trump card during the 
negotiations. 

trumped-up /'trAmpt'Ap/ adj : deliberately done or creat¬ 
ed to make someone appear to be guilty of a crime ■ She was 
arrested on trumped-up charges. ■ trumped-up evidence 
1 trum*pet /'trAmpat/ noun, pi -pets [count] 

1 : a brass musical instrument that you blow into that has 
three buttons which you press to play different notes — see 
picture at brass instrument 

2 : something shaped like a trumpet ■ the trumpet of a flower 
blow your own trumpet Brit, informal : to talk about your¬ 
self or your achievements especially in a way that shows 
that you are proud or too proud ■ He had a very successful 
year and has every right to blow his own trumpet. [=(£ZS) 
blow/toot his own horn] 

2 trumpet verb -pets; -pet*ed; -pet*ing 

1 [+ obj] : to praise (something) loudly and publicly especial¬ 
ly in a way that is annoying ■ He likes to trumpet his own 
achievements. ■ The law was trumpeted as a solution to ev- 
eiything. 

2 [no obj] : to make a sound like a trumpet ■ The elephant 
trumpeted loudly. 

trum«pet*er /'trAmpata/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person 
who plays a trumpet 

truri'Cate /HrA^keit/ verb -cates; -cat*ed; -cat-ing [+ obj] 
formal : to make (something) shorter — often used as (be) 
truncated ■ The essay was truncated before it was published. ■ 
a truncated discussion 

— trun-ca-tion /trAij'keijan/ noun [noncount] 
trun-cheon /'trAnJan/ noun, pi -cheons [count] Brit 
l NIGHTSTICK 

trun-dle /'trAndal/ verb, always followed by an adverb or 
preposition trun«dles; trun-dled; trun-dling 

1 a [+ obj] : to roll (something) on wheels slowly and noisily ■ 
She trundled her suitcase into the room, b [no obj] : to 
move noisily on wheels ■ Trucks trundled through town. 

2 [no obj] : to walk slowly and heavily • The children trun¬ 
dled off to bed. 

trundle out [phrasal verb] trundle (something) out or trundle 
out (something) Brit, informal + disapproving : to say 
(something that has been said before) as an excuse, expla¬ 
nation, etc. ■ He trundled out [=trotted out] another excuse. 
trunk /'trAijk/ noun, pi trunks 

1 [count] : the thick main stem of a tree — see color picture 
on page C6 

2 [count] : the main part of the human body not including 
the head, arms, and legs : TORSO 

3 [count] : the main or central part of something • the trunk 
of an artery 

4 [count] US : the enclosed space in the back of a car for car¬ 
rying things ■ He keeps a jack and spare tire in the trunk. — 
called also (Brit) boot ; see picture at car 

5 [count] : a large, strong box 
used for holding clothes or other 
things especially for traveling ■ a 
trunk full of clothes 

6 [count] : the long, flexible nose 
of an elephant 

7 trunks [plural] a : swim¬ 
ming trunks b : shorts worn 
by a boxer 

trunk call noun, pi ~ calls 

[count] Brit, old-fashioned: toll 
call 

trunk road noun, pi ~ roads [count] Brit : a main road 
1 truss /'trAs/ verb truss-es, trussed; trussing [+ obj] 

1 : to tie up (someone) tightly to prevent movement • The 
thieves trussed [=bound] the guards and stole several paint¬ 
ings. — usually + up m The guards were trussed up with ropes. 

2 : to tie together the wings or legs of (a turkey, chicken, 
etc.) for cooking ■ She stuffed and trussed the duck. 

2 truss noun, pi trusses [count] 

1 : a strong frame of beams, bars, or rods that supports a 
roof or bridge 


2 : a special belt that is worn by someone who has a hernia 
1 trust /*trASt/ noun, pi trusts 

1 [noncount] ; belief that someone or something is reliable, 
good, honest, effective, etc. • Our relationship is founded on 
mutual love and trust. ■ His lies and deception shattered my 
trust in him. • She has no trust in the security of online bank¬ 
ing. ■ He placed/put his trust in [-trusted] his closest friends 
and few others. ■ She betrayed my trust. 

2 a : an arrangement in which someone’s property or mon¬ 
ey is legally held or managed by someone else or by an orga¬ 
nization (such as a bank) for usually a set period of time 
[count] He created a trust for his children, [noncount] The 
property will be held in trust until her 18th birthday. — see 
also trust fund, unit trust b [count] : an organization 
that results from the creation of a trust ■ a charitable trust 

3 [count] chiefly US : a group of companies that work togeth¬ 
er to try to control an industry by reducing competition ■ 
laws limiting the formation of trusts 

4 [noncount] : responsibility for the safety and care of some¬ 
one or something ■ The child was committed to his trust. • We 
left our pets in the trust of [=in the care of] our neighbor 
while we were gone. ■ She has been placed in a position of 
trust. [=she has been given a job/position in which she has a 
lot of responsibility and power] 

take something on trust : to believe that something you 
have been told is true or correct even though you do not 
have proof of it ■ I don’t know anything about cars so I had 
to take the mechanic’s recommendations on trust. 

- see also brain trust 

2 trust verb trusts; trusteed; trust-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to believe that someone or something is reliable, good, 
honest, effective, etc. : to have confidence in (someone or 
something) ■ Working together is going to be difficult if you 
don’t trust each other. ■ “Are you sure this will work?” “ Trust 
me. I know what I’m doing.” • I trust him to do the right 
thing. [=1 believe that he will do the right thing because I 
trust him] ■ If you have a problem, tell your parent, teacher, 
or someone else you trust. ■ I should never have trusted him. ■ 
Their company is a trusted name in quality appliances. ■ I 
don’t trust that ladder. [=1 don’t think that ladder is safe] ■ 
She got her cast taken off, but she doesn’t quite trust her leg 
yet. [=she doesn’t feel confident that her leg is completely 
strong/healthy yet] b : to believe that something is true or 
correct ■ Don’t trust everything you read. ■ You can’t trust the 
rumors. ■ You should trust your instincts/judgment and do 
what you think is right. ■ You can trust her word. I=you can 
believe that she will do what she says she will do and that 
what she says is true] 

2 somewhat formal : to hope or expect that something is true 
or will happen — often used to politely tell someone what 
you think they should do ■ / trust that you’ll pay me for the 
broken window. ■ All of this will be cleaned up by the time I 
get back, I trust. 

trust in [phrasal verb] trust in (someone or something) for¬ 
mal : to have a strong belief in the goodness or ability of 
(someone or something) : to have trust in (someone or 
something) • They trust in God. ■ It is important that they 
trust in themselves and their abilities. 
trust to [phrasal verb] 1 trust to (something) : to rely on 
(something you have no control over, such as luck or 
chance) to get what you want or need ■ We can’t control 
what happens. All we can do at this point is hope for the 
best and trust to luck. ■ You’re more likely to make friends 
if you seek them out rather than simply trusting to chance. 
2 trust (something) to (someone) : to give the responsibili¬ 
ty of doing (something) to (someone) ■ They trusted the 
care of their daughter to her grandparents while they were 
on vacation. 

trust with [phrasal verb] trust (someone) with (something) 
: to allow (someone) to have or use (something valuable) ■ 
They trusted their son with the family car. ■ I trusted the re¬ 
porter with my story. 
trust*ee /,trA*sti:/ noun, pi -ees [count] 

1 : a person or organization that has been given responsibil¬ 
ity for managing someone else’s property or money through 
a trust ■ They were named as trustees to the child’s estate. 

2 : a member of a group that manages the money of an orga¬ 
nization ■ the museum’s/school’s board of trustees 

trust-ee-ship /,trA'sti: Jip/ noun, pi -ships 

1 [count, noncount] : the position or job of a trustee 

2 [noncount] : control over an area of land given to a coun¬ 
try or countries by the United Nations 




trust fund • tryst 


1766 


trust fund noun, pi ~ funds [count] : money that belongs 
to one person but is legally held or managed by another per¬ 
son or by an organization ■ She paid for college out of a trust 
fund set up for her by her grandfather, 
trusting /'trAStii)/ adj [more most ~]: tending to believe 
that other people are honest, good, etc. • He is too naive and 
trusting and often lets people take advantage of him. 
trust*WOr*thy /'trAstjwadi/ adi [more most ~] : able to 
be relied on to do or provide what is needed or right: deserv¬ 
ing of trust ■ trustworthy friends ■ a trustworthy [-dependable ] 
news source 

— trust-wor-thi-ness noun [noncount] 

1 trusty /'trAsti/ adj, always used before a noun trust*i*er; 
-est [also more most ~]: able to be depended on — used 
especially to describe a useful too, device, etc., that you have 
had and used for a long time ■ I never go anywhere without 
my trusty pocketknife. 

2 trusty noun, pi trustees [count] US : a prisoner who is 
trusted and given special privileges because of good behavior 
truth /'tru:0/ noun, pi truths /'tru:5z, 'tru:0s/ 

1 the truth : the real facts about something : the things that 
are true • Are you telling (me) the truth ? ■ At some point you 
have to face the simple/hard/honest/plain/naked truth that 
we failed. • Their explanation was simpler but came closer to 
the truth. • The article explains the truth about global warm¬ 
ing. ■ A reporter soon discovered/revealed/uncovered the 
truth. ■ Do you swear to tell the whole truth and nothing but 
the truth ? ■ I know you think I don’t care, but nothing could 
be further from the truth. [=that is absolutely not truel ■ The 
truth of the matter is (that) you failed the exam and it’s going 
to be reflected in your final grade. ■ To tell (you) the truth , I 
liked her first book better than this one. [=1 am being honest 
when I say that I liked her first book betterl ■ "When was the 
last time you went to New York?” “ To tell you the truth, I 
don’t remember.” [=1 have to admit that I don’t rememberl ■ 

1 told her I liked the restaurant but the truth is that the food 
was pretty bad. = I told her I liked the restaurant but, truth 
be told/known, the food was pretty bad. 

2 [noncount] : the quality or state of being true ■ There’s no 
truth in anything he says. [=nothing he says is true] ■ I doubt 
the truth of their accusations. [=1 doubt that their accusa¬ 
tions are true] ■ Her story contains a grain/kernel of truth but 
also lots of exaggeration. 

3 [count] : a statement or idea that is true or accepted as true 

— usually plural ■ Her experience taught her some basic/ 
fundamental/etemal/universal truths about human nature. ■ 
mathematical truths — see also half-truth, home truth, 

UNTRUTH 

bend the truth see ‘bend 

in truth : in fact: actually or really • She said she was feeling 
fine, but in truth she was very ill. 
moment of truth see moment 
truth-ful /'truiOfal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : telling the truth : honest ■ She is a very truthful person. 
[=she says things that are true; she doesn’t lie] ■ We were not 
entirely truthful with her about where we went last night. ■ I 
like keeping the house clean but, to be truthful, I hate vacu¬ 
uming. 

2 : containing or expressing the truth ■ truthful remarks ■ 
truthful information • Why can’t you give me a truthful 
[=honest] answer? ■ The documentary tries its hardest to be 
truthful to actual events. [=to show what actually happened] 

— truth*ful*ly /'truiOfali/ adv ■ He told us truthfully [= honest¬ 
ly ] that he had been in the hospital for mental illness. ■ 
Truthfully, she deserves most of the credit. [=1 am being 
honest when I say that she deserves most of the credit] 

■I I — truth dullness noun [noncount] 

1 try /'trai / verb tries; tried; trying 

1 : to make an effort to do something : to attempt to accom¬ 
plish or complete something [no obf] I don’t know if I can 
do it, but I’ll try. • Keep trying. You can do it. ■ You can do it 
if you try hard enough. • "He said he can beat you.” "I’d like 
to see him fry!" ■ I tried, but I just couldn’t do it. ■ "She’s not 
in the office now." “OK. I’ll try again later.” • If you don’t 
succeed the first time, try, (and) try again. • He still hasn’t 
found a job, but It is not for lack/want of trying. [=he has 
been trying to find a job but he has not found one] [+ obf] I 
tried my best/hardest [=1 tried very hard, I did everything 
that I could do], but I just couldn’t do it. — often followed 
by to + verb • He tried to move the sofa by himself. ■ Please try 
not to mak£ any noise. • I was only trying to help\ ■ You 
should try to exercise more. — often followed by and + verb ■ 


Tty and relax. ■ Try and think of another example. 
synonyms see ‘ATrEMPT 

2 [+ obf] : to do or use (something) in order to see if it works 
or will be successful ■ I don’t know where she is. Try calling 
her on her cell phone. ■ lYy her cell phone. ■ He tried a few 
things to remove the stain, but nothing worked. ■ Tty (press¬ 
ing) that button. • Did you try restarting the computer? • If 
you want to lose weight, try exercising more. • She tried a ka¬ 
rate move on him. • He tried the switch, and the lights flick¬ 
ered on. ■ I tried (opening) the door, but it was locked. ■ No, 
we don’t sell those. Try the store across the street. ■ I tried 
several hotels, but there were no rooms available. — often + 
out ■ If you can’t solve the problem, you should try out a dif¬ 
ferent approach. 

3 [+ obf] a : to do or use (something) in order to find out if 
you like it ■ He never wants to try anything new. ■ I tried ski¬ 
ing for the first time last winter. • Have you ever tried teach¬ 
ing? — often + out • He decided to try the car out. • She has 
tried out many different jobs but can’t find one she likes, b 
: to taste (food or drink) to find out what it is like ■ You 
should try the cake. It’s excellent. ■ "Would you like to tty 
some caviar?” “Sure—I’ll try anything once.” ■ Try a little 
bite. 

4 [+ obf] : to test how good, strong, etc., something or some¬ 
one is ■ “These are the times that try men’s souls.” —Thomas 
Paine, "The Crisis” (1776) ■ "Oh, you probably don’t know 
the answer!” ‘Try me.” [=ask me the question] ■ You are try¬ 
ing my patience. [=you are making me lose my patience and 
become angry] 

5 [+ obf] a : to examine and make a decision about (a legal 
case) — usually used as (be) tried • The case was tried in a 
federal court, b : to have a trial to decide if someone is in¬ 
nocent or guilty — usually used as (be) tried for ■ He was tried 
for murder. [=he was put on trial for murder] 

try for [phrasal verb] try for (something) : to make an at¬ 
tempt or effort to get (something) • You’ve already won 
$100. Do you want to try for more? ■ He tried for second 
place but finished third instead. ■ She tried for the job and 
got it. ■ They have been trying for a baby [=trying to have a 
baby] for several years. 

try it on Brit, informal 1 : to behave badly so that someone 
becomes annoyed or angry — often + with ■ Don’t take any 
notice of him—he’s only trying it on with you. 2 : to try to 
start a sexual relationship with someone — often + with ■ 
He tried it on with a girl at the pub. 
try on [phrasal verb] try on (something) or try (something) on 
: to put on (a piece of clothing, a pair of shoes, etc.) in or¬ 
der to see how it fits and looks • This is the fifth dress 
you’ve tried on. ■ Try this shoe on for size. [=put on this 
shoe to see if it is the correct size] 
try out [phrasal verb] chiefly US : to compete for a position 
on an athletic team or a part in a play ■ She tried out [au¬ 
ditioned] and got the lead role. — often + for • He tried out 
for the golf team. — see also Try 2, 3 (above), tryout 
try your damnedest see damnedest 
try your hand see ‘hand 
try your luck see ‘luck 
2 try noun, pi tries [count] 

1 : an effort or attempt to do something — usually singular ■ 

1 doubt it will work, but it’s worth a try. ■ Nice try. I’m sure 
you’ll do better next time. ■ “I can’t open this jar.” “Let me 
have a try at it.” [=let me try to open it] ■ You should give 
skydiving a try. • (US, old-fashioned ) We can win this game if 
we give it the old college tryi [=if we give our very best effort 
and try very hard to win] 

2 rugby : a play in which points are scored by touching the 
ground with the ball behind the opponent’s goal line ■ He 
scored a try. 

trying adi [more most ~] : difficult to deal with ■ They 
have been through some trying times together. ■ He can be 
very trying at times. 

try*out Arai,aut/ noun, pi -outs [count] 

1 MS: a test of someone’s ability to do something that is 
used to see if he or she should join a team, perform in a play, 
etc. • She was cut from the team after the first tryout. [-(Brit) 
trial] ■ Open tryouts for the team are next Monday. 

2 chiefly Brit : a test of the quality, value, or usefulness of 
something • The car did not do well in its tryout. [=trial] — 
often used before another noun ■ I have a 30-day free tryout 
period before I have to start paying for the service. 

- see also try out at ‘try 

tryst /'tnst/ noun, pi trysts [count] literary : a meeting by 
lovers at a secret time or place 
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tsar, tsarina, tsarist variant spellings of CZAR, czarina, 

CZARIST 

tset-se fly /'setsi-, "sirtsi-/ noun, pi ~ flies [count] : a kind 
of fly found in Africa that bites people and animals, sucks 
their blood, and can spread a serious disease (called sleeping 
sickness) to humans — called also tsetse 
T—shirt also tee shirt /*ti: Jet/ noun, pi T-shirts also tee 
shirts [count] : a shirt that has short sleeves and no collar 
and that is usually made of cotton — see color picture on 
page C14 

tsk tsk la clicking sound, often read as 'tisk.tisk/ inter) — 
used to show disapproval often in a humorous way • Tsk tsk\ 
Who left the cap off the toothpaste? 
tsp. abbr teaspoon, teaspoonful 

T square noun, pi ~ squares [count] : a tool that is shaped 
like the letter T and that is used to draw parallel lines and 
right angles 

TSS abbr toxic shock syndrome 

tSU*na*mi /su'naimi/ noun, pi -mis [count] : a very high, 
large wave in the ocean that is usually caused by an earth¬ 
quake under the sea and that can cause great destruction 
when it reaches land : tidal wave 
Tu. abbr Tuesday 
tub /'tAb/ noun, pi tubs [count] 

1 : a wide container used to hold something ■ a tub of marga¬ 
rine/butter ■ We let the pans soak overnight in a tub of soapy 
water. — see also washtub 

2 US : bathtub ■ The bathroom has a shower and tub. 

— see also hot tub 

3 : the amount that a tub will hold ■ She ate the whole tub of 
ice cream. 

tu-ba /'tu:b3, Brit 'tjuiba/ noun, pi -bas [count] : a large brass 
musical instrument that is played by blowing air into it and 
that produces low tones — see picture at brass instru¬ 
ment 

tub-by /'tAbi/ adj tub-bi-er; -est informal : short and some¬ 
what fat • a tubby little kid 
tube /'tu:b, Brit 'tju:b/ noun, pi tubes 

1 [count] a : a long, hollow object that is used especially to 
control the flow of a liquid or gas ■ She was breathing oxygen 
through a tube. • The nurse inserted a feeding tube. [=a tube 
used to deliver food to the stomach of a patient who cannot 
eat] b : an object shaped like a pipe ■ a tube of lipstick ■ a 
cardboard tube — see also inner tube, test tube, vacu¬ 
um tube 

2 [count] : a soft, long, narrow container that has a small 
opening at one end and that contains a soft material which 
can be pushed out by squeezing ■ a tube of paint/toothpaste 

3 [count] : a thin, long, hollow part within an animal or plant 
■ the bronchial tubes ■ a pollen tube 

4 the tube US, informal : the television ■ They spent all af¬ 
ternoon sitting in front of the tube. [=(Brit) the box] ■ What’s 
on the tube tonight? — see also boob tube, cathode-ray 
tube 

5 [ noncount ] Brit : the system of trains that run underground 
in London ■ It’s easy to get around London on the tube■ ■ 
There’s a tube station a couple of blocks away from here. ■ 
She travels by tube to work every day. 

go down the tubes informal 1 : to fail or become ruined ■ 
His health is going down the tubes. 2 : to be wasted or lost 
■ All my hard work went down the tubes, [-went down the 
drain] 

— tube-like /*tu:b,laik, Brit 'tju:b,laik/ adj ■ The plant pro¬ 
duces tubelike flowers. 

tu-ber /'tu:ba-, Brit 'tjuiba-/ noun, pi -bers [count] : a short, 
thick, round stem that is a part of certain plants (such as the 
potato), that grows underground, and that can produce a 
new plant 

— tu-ber-ous /'tuibaras, Brit 'tjuibaras/ adj ■ tuberous roots 
tu-ber-cu-lo-sis /tu.b^kja'lousas, Brit tju.baikja'lsosas/ 

noun [noncount] medical : a serious disease that mainly af¬ 
fects the lungs — called also TB, ( old-fashioned) consump¬ 
tion 

— tu-ber-cu-lar /tu'bekjalas Brit tju'baikjab/ adj ■ a tuber¬ 
cular infection/cough — tu-ber-cu-lous /tu'bzfkjalas, Brit 
tju'baikjalas/ adj ■ a tuberculous patient 

tube SOCk noun, pi ~ socks [count] US : a long sock that is 
shaped like a tube without a place for your heel and that is 
often worn while playing sports 
tube top noun, pi ~ tops [count] US : a piece of clothing for 
women and girls that is shaped like a tube and that covers 


the chest and back but not the shoulders or arms — called 
also (Brit) boob tube 

tub’ing /'tuibirj, Brit ■tjuibirj/ noun [noncount] 

1 : material in the form of a tube : a series or system of tubes 

■ The fluids travel through flexible plastic/rubber tubing. 

2 : the activity of riding on an inner tube over snow, down a 
river, etc. ■ We go tubing on the river every summer. 

tub—thumping noun [noncount] chiefly Brit : the activity of 
talking about someone or something that you support in a 
loud and forceful manner 

— tub—thump-er /’tAb,0Ampa>/ noun, pi -ers [count] 
-tub-thumping ad), always used before a noun • tub- 
thumping radicals 

tu-bu-lar /■tuibjalas Brit 'tjuibjala*/ adj 

1 : having the form of a tube ■ tubular flowers/pasta 

2 : made of a tube or tubes ■ a tubular chair ■ a radiator of tu¬ 
bular construction 

n tuck /'tAk/ verb tucks; tucked; tuck-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to push the end of (something, such as a piece of 
cloth or paper) into or behind something in order to hold it 
in place, make it look neat, etc. ■ Tuck in your shirt. [=push 
the bottom of your shirt into the waist of your pants or skirt] 

■ She hadn’t sealed the envelope, but had simply tucked in 
the flap. ■ Instead of tying his shoes, he just tucked the laces 
inside. ■ The sheets were tucked tightly under the mattress. 

2 [+ obj] a : to put (something) in a particular place usually 
to hide it, hold it, or make it safe ■ A bag was tucked under 
her arm. ■ She tucked her hair up under her hat. ■ The dog 
tucked its tail between its legs and slinked away. ■ The bird 
slept with its head tucked under its wing. — often + away ■ 
The apartment is tiny so he keeps the dog’s bed tucked away 
all day until he brings it out at night. — sometimes used fig¬ 
uratively ■ They manage to tuck away [=save] a portion of 
their paychecks every month, b — used as tucked to indi¬ 
cate the quiet or hidden place where something is located ■ 
They live in a log cabin tucked among the trees. — often + 
away ■ The Vietnamese restaurant is tucked away on a quiet 
street. [=is located on a quiet street] 

3 Brit, informal : to eat with pleasure [+ obj] — + away • He 
tucked away a big lunch, [no obj] — + in or into • We all 
tucked in [^started eating eagerly] as soon as the food was 
served. • We all tucked into the delicious food. 

tuck In or chiefly Brit tuck up [phrasal verb] tuck (someone) 
in/up : to make (someone, such as a child) comfortable in 
bed by moving the blankets to the right positions ■ I tucked 
him in and kissed him good night. ■ The children are 
tucked up in bed for the night. 

2 tuck noun, pi tucks [count] 

1 : a fold that is sewn into a piece of clothing or fabric ■ The 
skirt is bordered with satin tucks. 

2 : an operation to remove extra skin or fat from a part of 
the body ■ a tummy tuck 

— see also nip and tuck 

tuck*er /'tAka*/ verb -ers; -ered; -er-ing 
tucker out US, informal : to cause (someone) to become 
very tired ■ Raking all the leaves tuckered me out. — often 
used as (be) tuckered out ■ We were all tuckered out by the 
hard work. 

Tu-dor /’tu:das Brit 'tjuida/ adj • relating to the period of 
British history from 1485 to 1603 ■ Tudor England ■ the Tu¬ 
dor monarchs ■ a Tudor mansion 
Tues. or Tue. abbr Tuesday 

Tues-day /'tu:z,dei, Brit 'tju:z,dei/ noun, pi -days : the day 
of the week between Monday and Wednesday [count] I had 
lunch with her last Tuesday. ■ I’ll be seeing her again next 
Tuesday. ■ The class meets on Tuesdays. [=every Tuesday] ■ 
My birthday falls on a Tuesday this year. ■ (Brit) Next week 
I’ll arrive on the Tuesday and leave on the Friday, [non¬ 
count] Next week I’ll arrive on Tuesday and leave on Friday. 

■ The paper is due on Tuesday. = (chiefly US) The paper is 
due Tuesday. ■ I will arrive on Tuesday morning. — abbr. 
Tues., Tue., or Tu.; see also shrove Tuesday 

— Tues-days /'tu:z,deiz, 5rif 'tjuiz^eiz/ adv ■ He works late 
Tuesdays. [=he works late every Tuesday] 

tuft /'tAft/ noun, pi tufts [count] : a small bunch of feathers, 
hairs, grass, etc., that grow close together ■ tufts of grass ■ A 
tuft of hair stuck out from under his hat. 
tuft*ed /'tAftad/ adj : having a tuft or tufts ■ The fox has 
large tufted ears. 

1 tug /'tAg / verb tugs; tugged; tug-glng : to pull something 
with a quick, forceful movement [no obj] I felt someone tug- 
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ging on/at my sleeve. [+ obj] She tugged the cord until the 
plug came out of the wall socket. 
tug your forelock see forelock 
2 tug noun, pi tugs [count] 

1 : an act of pulling on something : a quick pull ■ He felt a 
gentle tug on his sleeve. ■ She gave the rope a tug. [=she 
tugged the rope] 

2 : a strong pulling force — usually singular ■ the tug of 
gravity — often used figuratively ■ The tug of urban life drew 
him from his country home and into the city. 

3:TUGBOAT 

tug-boat /'tAg,bout/ noun, pi -boats [count] : a small, pow¬ 
erful boat that is used for pulling and pushing ships especial¬ 
ly into harbors or up rivers — called also tug 
tug—Of—love noun [singular] Brit : a situation in which two 
divorced or separated parents are in a legal fight about who 
will take care of their child or children ■ a bitter tug-of-love 
[=custody battle] 

tug—of—war AtAgav'woa 1 / noun, pi tugs—of—war 

1 [singular] : a contest in which two teams pull against each 
other at opposite ends of a rope 

2 [count] : a struggle between two people or groups to win 
control or possession of something — usually singular ■ The 
two countries have been involved in a tug-of-war over con¬ 
trol of the region. 

tU-ition /ta'wijan, Brit tju'ijan/ noun [noncount] 

1 : money that is paid to a school for the right to study there 
■ Her uncle agreed to pay part of her tuition. • There’s going 
to be a tuition increase next year. ■ tuition fees 

2 formal : teaching that is done especially for a single person 
or small group ■ Before the company transferred her to Mex¬ 
ico, they offered her private tuition in Spanish. 

tu-lip /'tuilap, Brit 'tjuilap/ noun, pi -lips [count] : a large, 
bright flower that is shaped like a cup and that grows in the 
spring — see color picture on page C6 
tulle /'tu:l/ noun [noncount]: a light, thin type of cloth that is 
like a net and that is used for veils, evening dresses, etc. 
tum /'tAm/ noun, pi turns [count] Brit, informal : your stom¬ 
ach or belly ■ She pulled her shirt down over her tum. [=tum- 
my] 

tum-ble /'tAmbal/ verb tunvbles; tum-bled; tum-bling 

[no obj] 

1 a : to fall down suddenly and quickly • He tripped and 
tumbled to the ground. ■ The abandoned house finally tum¬ 
bled [-collapsed] to the ground. ■ The statue came tumbling 
down during the riots, b : to fall forward while turning 
over ■ The satellite was tumbling out of control. ■ She slipped 
and tumbled down the hill/steps. 

2 : to fall or drop suddenly in amount, value, etc. • Stock 
prices tumbled today. 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to move in a 
fast, confused, or uncontrolled way ■ Everyone came tum¬ 
bling out of the bar at closing time. ■ He tumbled into bed 
and fell asleep. ■ Water tumbled over the rocks. 

4 : to roll or tum your body across the ground or through 
the air while performing a series of athletic movements ■ 
tumbling acrobats/gymnasts 

5 of hair : to fall or hang down loosely ■ Her long, curly hair 
tumbled down her back. 

tumble to [phrasal verb ] tumble to (something) Brit, informal 
: to understand or become aware of (something) • They 
didn't tumble to [-realize] the seriousness of the problem. ■ 
I thought you’d tumble to what I’d meant. 

2 tumble noun, pi tumbles [count] 

1 : an act of falling or tumbling ■ She took a tumble down the 
stairs. (=she fell down the stairs] ■ The value of the stock has 
taken a tumble [=has gone down] in recent weeks. — see also 
ROUGH-AND-TUMBLE 

2 : an athletic movement in which you roll or tum your 
body across the ground or through the air ■ gymnasts doing 
tumbles 

tum-ble-down /’tAinbahdaun/ adj, always used before a 
noun, of a building : in bad condition : ready to fall down ■ a 
tumbledown [-dilapidated] shack 
tumble dry verb ~ dries; ~ dried; ~ drying [+ obj] : to 
dry (clothes, sheets, etc.) in a machine • He tumble dried his 
clothes on high heat. 

tumble dryer or tumble drier noun.pl ~ -ers [count] Brit 
: a machine used for drying clothes after they are washed ■ 
He dried his clothes in the tumble dryer. l=(Z75) dryer] 
tum-bler /'tAmbla 1 / noun, pi tum*blers [count] 

1 a : a glass used for drinking that has a flat bottom and no 


stem or handle ■ a water tumbler b : the amount of liquid 
held in a tumbler ■ She drank a tumbler of water. 

2 : a person who performs athletic movements that involve 
rolling or turning along the ground or through the air » cir¬ 
cus tumblers [= acrobats] ■ a gymnast who’s a skillful tumbler 
tum-ble-weed /'tAmb3l,wi:d/ noun, pi -weeds [count, 
noncount] : a plant found especially in the North American 
desert that breaks away from its roots and is blown across 
the ground by the wind 

tu-mes-cent /tu'mesnt, Brit tju'mesnt/ adj, technical 
: somewhat swollen ■ tumescent tissue 

— tu*mes*cence /tu'mesns, Brit tju'mesns/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

tum-my /'tAini/ noun, pi -mies [count] informal : your 
stomach or belly ■ His mother rubbed his tummy until he fell 
asleep. ■ She woke up with a tummy ache. I=a stomachache] 

— usually used by children or when speaking to children 
tu-mor ( US) or Brit tU*mour /'tuimas Brit 'tjuima/ noun, pi 

-mors [count]: a mass of tissue found in or on the body that 
is made up of abnormal cells ■ a brain tumor • cancerous tu¬ 
mors ■ a benign/malignant tumor 
tu-mult /'tu:,mAlt, Brit 'tjuiiinAlt/ noun, pi -mu Its formal 

1 : a state of noisy confusion or disorder [count] A great tu¬ 
mult [=uproar, commotion] arose in the street. ■ We had to 
shout to be heard over the tumult, [noncount] The country 
was in tumult. 

2 : a state of great mental or emotional confusion [non- 
count] emotional tumult [=turmoil] [count] Her mind was in 
a tumult of emotions. 

tlWTIUl-tU-OUS /tu'mAltJswas, Brit tju'mAltfawas/ adj [more 
most ~] 

1 : loud, excited, and emotional ■ The returning astronauts 
were given a tumultuous welcome. ■ The room filled with tu¬ 
multuous applause. 

2 : involving a lot of violence, confusion, or disorder ■ the 
nation’s tumultuous past 

-tu*mul-tu*ous*ly adv - tu-mul-tu-ous-ness noun 
[noncount] 

tu-na /'turns, Brit 'tju:ns/ noun, pi tuna also tunas 

1 [count] : a large fish that lives in the ocean and is eaten as 
food — see color picture on page C8 

2 [noncount] : the meat of a tuna that is eaten as food ■ a can 
of tuna ■ We ordered giilled/blackened tuna for dinner. ■ 
canned/fresh tuna — often used before another noun ■ tuna 
steaks ■ a tuna casserole ■ tuna salad — called also tuna fish 

tun-dra /'tAndrs/ noun, pi -dras [count, noncount] : a large 
area of flat land in northern parts of the world where there 
are no trees and the ground is always frozen ■ the Canadian 
tundra 

1 tune /'tu:n, Brit 'tju:n/ noun, pi tunes [count] : a series of 
musical notes that produce a pleasing sound when played or 
sung ■ I can’t get that tune [=song] out of my head. ■ an up¬ 
beat dance tune ■ He played a delightful little tune [=melody] 
on the piano. ■ The concert featured popular Broadway 
show tunes. [=songs from musicals] 

call the tune informal : to be in charge or control of some¬ 
thing ■ She called the tune all through the meeting. 
change your tune or sing a different tune informal : to 
change the way you talk about something : to have a dif¬ 
ferent opinion about something ■ He bragged that the test 
was easy, but when he saw his grade he changed his tune. ■ 
Now he’s singing a different tune. ■ They say they’re not 
worried about money, but once they see how much the 
new equipment will cost, they’ll be singing a different tune, 
dance to someone’s tune see ‘dance 
in tune 1 : in a state in which the correct musical sound is 
played or sung ■ The guitar was in tune. 2 a : in a state in 
which people agree with or understand one another ■ The 
president and his followers were clearly in tune. — usually 
+ with ■ They were clearly in tune with each other. ■ The 
speaker was very much in tune with our concerns, ^under¬ 
stood and shared our concerns] • The new supervisor is not 
in tune with the needs of the staff. I=does not understand/ 
appreciate the needs of the staff] b : in a state in which 
one thing agrees with or matches another — usually + with 
■ His formal clothing was in tune with the occasion. 
out of tune 1 : in a state in which the correct musical 
sound is not played or sung ■ The piano was out of tune. 2 
a : in a state in which people do not agree with or under¬ 
stand one another — usually + with ■ His speech was com¬ 
pletely out of tune with our concerns, b : in a state in 
which one thing does not agree with or match another — 
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usually + with ■ His values are out of tune with the times. 
to the tune of 1 : using the tune of (a particular song) ■ 
Amusing lyrics were sung to the tune of[= to the music of 
the song] “New York, New York.” 2 informal — used to 
emphasize a large amount of money » A telecommunica¬ 
tions company funded the event to the tune of [=at a cost 
of] several million dollars. 

2 tune verb tunes; tuned; tundng 

1 [+ obj\ : to adjust (a musical instrument) so that it makes 
the correct sound when played ■ I tuned my guitar/violin. ■ 
The piano needs to be tuned. 

2 [+ obj\ : to make small changes to (something) in order to 
make it work better ■ We tuned our bikes before the road 
trip. ■ The mechanic tuned the engine. — often + up ■ The 
mechanic tuned up the engine. — see also FINE-TUNE, 
TUNE-UP 

3 : to adjust (a radio or television) so that it receives a broad¬ 
cast clearly [+ obj\ The copilot tuned the radio to hear the 
message. — often used as (be) tuned • The televisions in the 
store were all tuned (in) to the same channel, [no obj ] — + to 
■ He tuned (in) to the news channel. 

stay tuned : to keep watching a television show or listening 
to a radio broadcast ■ Stay tuned for more after this word 
from our sponsors. ■ Stay tuned for a news update. — often 
used figuratively ■ Stay tuned for a new and improved ver¬ 
sion of the software. [=a new and improved version of the 
software will be available soon] 
tune in [phrasal verb] 1 : to watch a television show or lis¬ 
ten to a radio broadcast ■ Tune in next week for the con¬ 
clusion. ■ Millions of listeners/viewers tuned in for cover¬ 
age of the presidential debate. ■ We tuned in to hear the 
results of the election. 2 be tuned in : to understand and 
be aware of a situation, other people’s needs, etc. — usual¬ 
ly + to ■ He was not tuned in to the needs of his staff. 
tune out [phrasal verb] informal 1 : to stop paying attention 
to what other people are saying or doing : to become un¬ 
aware of what is happening around you ■ I could tell he 
was tuning out because when I asked him for his opinion, 
he had no idea what I was talking about. 2 tune (someone 
or something) out or tune out (someone or something) : to 
ignore or not listen to (someone or something) • She tuned 
out the noise and concentrated on her work. • There was a 
loud group at the restaurant, but we were able to tune 
them out. 

tune*ful /'tuinfal, Brit 'tju:nfal/ adj [more most ~] : hav¬ 
ing a pleasant musical sound ■ a tuneful song/melody/ballad 

- tune-ful-ly adv - tune-ful-ness noun [noncount] 
tuneless /*tu:nl3s, Brit 'tjuinlas/ adj : not having a pleasant 

musical sound : not tuneful ■ tuneless humming 

- tune-less-ly adv - tune-less-ness noun [noncount] 
tun-er Au:n», Brit 'tjuina*/ noun,pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who tunes musical instruments ■ a piano tuner 

2 : an electronic device that changes radio signals into 
sounds or images ■ an AM-FM tuner ■ televisions with digital 
tuners 

tune—up /'tu:n,Ap, Brit 'tju:n,Ap/ noun, pi -ups [count] chief¬ 
ly US 

1 : a process in which small changes are made to something 
(such as an engine) in order to make it work better ■ Regular 
tune-ups kept the car running smoothly. ■ My car needs a 
tune-up. 

2 : an event or activity that helps you practice or prepare for 
a more important event or activity ■ Preseason games are 
tune-ups for the regular season. 

tung*Sten /'tAijstan/ noun [noncount] : a hard metal that is 
used to make the thin wire in light bulbs and to harden other 
metals (such as steel) 

tu*nic /'tu:iuk, Brit 'tju:nik/ noun, pi -nics [count] 

1 : a loose piece of clothing usually without sleeves that 
reaches to the knees and that was worn by men and women 
in ancient Greece and Rome 

2 : a long shirt worn by women that reaches to or just below 
the hips 

3 : a long jacket with a high collar worn by soldiers, police 
officers, etc. 

tuning fork noun, pi ~ forks [count] : a metal device that 
has two long points, that produces a particular note when it 
is hit, and that is used to tune musical instruments 
tuning peg noun, pi ~ pegs [count] : ^eg 2 
1 tun«nel /•tAn]/ noun, pi -nels [count] : a passage that goes 
under the ground, through a hill, etc. ■ an underground tun¬ 
nel ■ The train goes through a tunnel in the mountain. ■ The 


moles dug tunnels in the yard, 
a light at the end of the tunnel see 1 light 

- see also carpal tunnel syndrome, wind tunnel 
2 tunnel verb -nels; US -neled or Brit -nelled; US -nel-ing 

or Brit -neMing : to make a tunnel [no obj] Workers are 
tunneling through the hill. ■ Insects had tunneled into the 
tree. [+ obj] The prisoners tried to tunnel their way out. 
[=tried to escape by digging a tunnel] 
tunnel vision noun [noncount] 

1 medical : a condition in which you can see things that are 
straight ahead of you but not to the side 

2 often disapproving : a tendency to think only about one 
thing and to ignore everything else ■ His tunnel vision made 
sensible discussions on political issues nearly impossible. 

tun-ny rwni/ noun, pi tunny [count, noncount] Brit : tuna 
tuppence /'tApans/ noun [noncount] Brit: twopence 
tunban /'ta'ban/ noun, pi -bans [count] : a head covering 
that is worn especially by men in some parts of the Middle 
East and in southern Asia and that is made of a long cloth 
wrapped around the head 

- tur-baned /'ta-band/ adj ■ a turbaned cleric 

tur-bid /*t^bad/ adj [more —; most ~] formal, of a liquid: not 
clean or clear : cloudy or muddy ■ turbid waters ■ a turbid 
stream 

- tur-bld*l-ty /.t^'bidati/ noun [noncount] 

tur-bine /'ta'ban/ noun, pi -bines [count] : an engine that 
has a part with blades that are caused to spin by pressure 
from water, steam, or air — see also wind turbine 
tur*bo /'ta-bou/ noun, pi -bos [count] : turbocharger 
tur-bo-charged /'tatoou^aa-cbd/ adj : having a turbo¬ 
charger ■ turbocharged engines 

tur*bo«charg*er / , ta‘bou l tfaa , <fea i / noun, pi -ers [count] : a 
device that supplies air to an engine at a higher pressure than 
normal to increase the engine’s power 
tur-bo-jet /‘tabouret/ noun, pi -jets [count] : an airplane 
that has a turbojet engine 

turbojet engine noun, pi ~ -gines [count] : a type of 
powerful jet engine 

tur*bo*prop /'tabou,pra:p/ noun, pi -props [count] : an 
airplane that has a turboprop engine 
turboprop engine noun, pi — gines [count] : a type of 
powerful engine that has a turbine which spins a propeller 
tur»bot /'ta-bat/ noun, pi turbot also tur-bots [count, non¬ 
count] : a large European fish that is eaten as food 
tur*bu»lence /'ta-bjalans/ noun [noncount] 

1 : sudden, violent movements of air or water ■ The plane hit 
quite a bit of turbulence during our flight. 

2 : a state of confusion, violence, or disorder ■ A period of 
turbulence preceded the riots. ■ political/economic/emotion¬ 
al turbulence 

tur-bu*lent /'tatojalant/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : moving in an irregular or violent way ■ Turbulent waters 
caused the boat to capsize. 

2 : full of confusion, violence, or disorder : not stable or 
steady ■ The sixties were a turbulent period in American his¬ 
tory. ■ a turbulent relationship 

- tur-bu-lent-ly adv 

turd /'ta-d/ noun, pi turds [count] informal + impolite 

1 : a piece of solid waste passed out of the body 

2 : someone who is very unpleasant and not liked ■ He’s an 
obnoxious little turd. 

tu-reen /ta'ri:n, Brit tju'rim/ noun, pi -reens [count]: a deep 
bowl with a cover that is used for serving food (such as soup) 
1 turf /'taf/ noun, pi turfs also Brit turves /'tavz/ 

1 a [noncount] : the upper layer of ground that is made up of 
grass and plant roots ■ a piece of turf b Brit : a square piece 
of turf cut out of the ground that is used for making lawns 
[count] a lawn made by laying turfs [noncount] a lawn made 
by laying turf[=(US) sod] 

2 : a material that looks like grass and that is used especially 
to cover athletic fields [noncount] Synthetic turf was in¬ 
stalled in the playing field instead of grass, [count] playing 
fields with artificial turfs 

3 : an area or a place that you control or that feels like your 
home [count] gangs defending/protecting their turfs • The 
team beat us on our own turf. [=we were defeated at home] 
[noncount] gangs defending/protecting their turf ■ The team 
played on home turf. ■ turf wars between gangs — often used 
figuratively ■ In chapter two, the author is on unfamiliar turf. 
[=is dealing with an unfamiliar subject] 

4 the turf : the sport or business of horse racing — often 


turf • turn 
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used as turf before another noun ■ turf writers/races 

- see also surf and turf 

2 turf verb turfs; turfed; turf-lng 

turf out also turf off {phrasal verb] turf (someone) out/off or 
turf out/off (someone) Brit, informal : to force (someone) 
to leave a place or position ■ She turfed him out of the 
house. ■ He got turfed off the bus. 
turf accountant noun, pi ~ -tants [count] Brit : book¬ 
maker 

tur-gid /'tecfcad/ ac% [more —; most ~\ formal 

1 disapproving : very complicated and difficult to under¬ 
stand ■ turgid prose/language 

2 : larger or fuller than normal because of swelling ■ turgid 
[= swollen ] limbs 

Turk /'ta-k/ noun, pi Turks [count] : a person born, raised, or 
living in IXirkey 

turnkey /'ta'ki/ noun, pi -keys 

1 a [count] pi also turkey : a large American bird that is re¬ 
lated to the chicken and that is hunted or raised by people 
for its meat — see color picture on page C9 b [noncount] 
: the meat of the turkey used as food ■ roasted/smoked tur¬ 
key — often used before another noun • turkey sandwiches/ 
burgers ■ We had a traditional turkey dinner on Thanksgiv¬ 
ing. 

2 [count] US, informal a : something (such as a play or 
movie) that has failed • The new play was a turkey. [ -flop] b 
: a stupid or foolish person ■ He was acting like a complete 
turkey. 

talk turkey chiefly US, informal ; to speak with someone in a 
plain, clear, or honest way ■ It's time to talk turkey about 
the problems in our relationship. 

- see also cold turkey 

turkey vulture noun, pi ~ -tures [count] : a large Ameri¬ 
can bird that eats dead animals — called also turkey buzzard 
1 Turkish /'ta-kijy noun [noncount] : the language of the 
l\irks 

2 Turkish adj : of or relating to Turkey, Turks, or Turkish ■ 
Turkish culture/politics ■ He is from Ankara, the Turkish 
capital. 

Turkish bath noun, pi ~ baths [count]: a bath in which a 
person passes through a series of rooms that are increasingly 
hot and then has a massage and takes a cold shower 
Turkish coffee noun, pi ~ -fees [count, noncount] : a 
strong black coffee that is sweetened and served in small 
cups 

Turkish delight noun [noncount] : a type of candy made of 
thick jelly that is cut into pieces and covered with sugar 
tur-moil /'ta^mojal/ noun : a state of confusion or disorder 
[noncount] The country has been in turmoil for the past 10 
years. ■ a period of political/economic turmoil ■ emotional 
twmoil [singular] His life has been in a constant turmoil. 
1 igrn /'taW verb turns; turned; turn-lng 

1 : to move around a central point [no obj] The Earth turns 
[= rotates, revolves] on its axis. — often + around ■ We spun 
the top and watched it turn around in circles. [+ obj ] He 
turned the key and opened the door. ■ She slowly turned the 
doorknob. ■ Turn the steering wheel all the way to the left. ■ 
Someone turned the switch and the lights came on. 

2 a : to cause your body or a part of your body to face a dif¬ 
ferent direction [no obj] They turned and walked away. ■ She 
turned to leave—but stopped. ■ She turned (around) to look 
at me. • They turned (away) from the gruesome sight. ■ He 
turned aside/sideways to let me pass. ■ The patient turned 
onto his side. • The photographer asked her to turn slightly to 
her/the left. [+ obj] He turned himself around to see the 
back of his shirt in the mirror. ■ She turned her face away 
from the camera, b : to cause (something or a side of some¬ 
thing) to face an opposite or different direction [+ obj] Turn 
the picture (around) so that I can see it. ■ I think you should 
turn [=flip] the pancakes now. ■ Turn the page (over). ■ The 
tag says to turn the shirt inside out before washing it. ■ He 
turned up/down the collar of his jacket. • Before planting the 
seeds, she turned the soil. [=brought lower levels of soil to the 
surface by digging] [no obj] The plant’s leaves had turned to¬ 
ward the window. 

3 a : to move in a particular direction and especially toward 
the left or right [no obj] A car turned into the driveway. ■ He 
ran down the street and turned toward the park. ■ Turn left at 
the next intersection. ■ Turn right onto Main Street. ■ Turn 
here. [+ obj] He turned the light in the direction of the noise. 
■ She turned the car into the driveway. ■ The bicyclists turned 
the corner [=they rode around the corner] at full speed, b 


[no obj] : to begin to go in a different direction ■ The road 
turns sharply to the right up ahead. ■ The river turns east for 
a few miles and then continues south, c [no obj] of a tide 
: to begin to move in the opposite direction ■ We’re waiting 
for the tide to turn. 

4 : to change into a different state or form [no obj] The 
leaves turn [=they change color] in the fall. ■ The milk has 
turned. [=it has become sour] ■ His luck turned , and he lost all 
his winnings. — often + into or to ■ The argument quickly 
turned into a fistfight. • The sofa can turn into a bed. ■ He has 
seen his little girl turn into a bright, beautiful woman. ■ Water 
turns to ice at 32 degrees Fahrenheit. ■ Her cereal had turned 
to mush. [+ obj — often + into or to ■ The witch turned the 
prince into a frog. ■ The studio plans to turn the book into a 
movie. ■ There are plans to turn the old school into an apart¬ 
ment building. ■ The cold weather turned the water to ice. ■ 
Her stare, it was said, could turn men to stone. 

5 a [linking verb] : to change to a different state, condition, 
etc. : become ■ llie milk has turned sour. ■ The weather 
turned cold overnight. ■ His hair was beginning to turn gray. ■ 
She turned red with embarrassment. ■ It was beginning to 
turn dark outside. ■ an actress turned director [=an actress 
who became a director] ■ l\vo of his teammates have decided 
to turn pro. [=to become professional athletes] ■ She was a 
spy who turned traitor [=became a traitor] and gave secret in¬ 
formation to the enemy, b [+ obj] : to cause (someone or 
something) to change in a specified way ■ A drought would 
turn things from bad to worse for the farmers. ■ The events of 
his life had turned [=made] him bitter. ■ The sun turned her 
skin (a) golden brown, c [linking verb] : to reach a particu¬ 
lar age ■ She turned two years old last week. ■ He moved 
away from home when he turned 20. 

6 [+ obj : to change the volume, temperature, channel, etc., 
of (something) by pressing a button, moving a switch, etc. ■ 
Turn the TV to channel 4. ■ He turned the oven to 400 de¬ 
grees. ■ The lights in the room had been turned low. — see 
also turn down (below), turn up (below) 

7 [+ obj] : to direct (your thoughts, attention, etc.) toward or 
away from something : to start or stop thinking about or 
paying attention to someone or something ■ He turned his 
thoughts to home. [=he began to think of home] ■ She turned 
her attention to the child. • I could not turn my mind away 
from the idea. ■ Their efforts were turned to defending the 
country’s borders. 

8 [+ obj] : to earn (a profit) ■ He turned a quick profit. ■ 
( chiefly Brit) people looking to turn a penny or two [=to earn 
a profit] 

9 [+ obj] : to perform (a particular action) ■ The team turned 
a double play to end the inning. ■ She learned how to turn a 
cartwheel. ■ They were living on the streets and turning tricks 
[=taking money for sex] to survive. 

10 [+ obj] : to form (a sentence, phrase, etc.) in a particular 
way ■ perfectly turned phrases ■ He knows how to turn a sen¬ 
tence. 

11 [+ obj] : to injure (your ankle) by moving it in an unnatu¬ 
ral way ■ She turned [= twisted] her ankle during the game. 

12 [+ obj] : to create or shape (something) from a piece of 
wood or metal by using a special machine (called a lathe) ■ 
turn a set of table legs 

In addition to the phrases shown below, turn occurs in 
many idioms that are shown at appropriate entries 
throughout the dictionary. For example, turn a blind eye 
can be found at 1 blind and turn the tables can be found 
at *TABLE. 

turn against [phrasal verb] 1 a turn against (someone or 
something) : to stop supporting or being friendly to (some¬ 
one or something) ■ The senator eventually turned against 
the war. ■ She turned against her best friend, b turn 
(someone) against (someone) : to cause (someone) to stop 
being friendly toward (someone) ■ He tried to turn our 
friends against us. 2 turn (something) against (someone) 
: to use (something) in a way that harms (someone) ■ She 
started turning my argument against me. ■ He tried to turn 
her many years of experience in Washington against her. 
[=tried to persuade people that her experience was not a 
good thing] 

turn around or chiefly Brit turn round [phrasal verb] 1 turn 
around or turn around (something) or turn (something) 
around : to cause a vehicle to travel in the opposite direc¬ 
tion ■ We turned around in someone’s driveway. ■ She 
turned the car around and drove back home. 2 a : to 
change and become better or more successful ■ Recently, 
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the company has turned around , and it should have a prof¬ 
itable year. ■ The economy should turn around soon, b 
turn around (something) or turn (something) around : to 
change (something) in a way that makes it better or more 
successful ■ The new CEO has really turned the company 
around in the past year. ■ You need to turn your life around 
before it’s too late. 3 turn around and (do something) in¬ 
formal : to act in an unexpected or surprising way by do¬ 
ing (something specified) ■ He just turned around and left 
school. [=he just suddenly left school] ■ You can’t turn 
around and say that you don’t want to go. I already bought 
the tickets! — see also turnaround 

turn away \phrasal verb] turn away (someone) or turn (some¬ 
one) away : to refuse to allow (someone) to enter a place ■ 
All the seats were sold and a large crowd had to be turned 
away. ■ The homeless shelter will not turn away people in 
need. ■ We turn away hundreds of applicants each year. 

turn back [phrasal verb] 1 a : to move in the opposite di¬ 
rection in order to return to a place ■ The sun is setting. It’s 
time to turn back. • It’s too late to turn back. We have to 
keep going, b : to return to an earlier place or time ■ Turn 
back to the first page. ■ Once you start the process, there’s 
no turning back. [=you must continue the process] 2 turn 
back (someone or something) or turn (someone or some¬ 
thing) back a : to force (someone or something) to move 
in an opposite direction ■ They fought to turn back the en¬ 
emy. ■ If I could turn back (the hands of) time [=retum to a 
condition that existed in the past], I would, b : to force 
(someone or something) to return to a place ■ The refugees 
were turned back at the border. 

turn down [phrasal verb] 1 turn down (something) or turn 
(something) down : to lower the volume, temperature, 
etc., of something by pressing a button, moving a switch, 
etc. ■ Please turn down the heat. ■ The lights in the restau¬ 
rant were turned down low. ■ He turned the volume down 
on the TV. = He turned down the TV. ■ Turn the oven down 
to 325 degrees. — see also *turn 6 (above) 2 turn down 
(something) or turn (something) down : to fold (some¬ 
thing) down or back ■ She turned down the bedsheets. ■ He 
turned down the comer of the page. 3 turn down (some¬ 
one or something) or turn (someone or something) down 
: to say no to (someone or something) especially in a polite 
way ■ She turned the offer down. ■ They turned down our 
invitation. ■ I asked her out, but she turned me down. 

turn in [phrasal verb] 1 : to enter a place by turning from a 
road or path • Here’s the house. You can turn in up there. 
2 : to go to bed • It’s time to turn in. 3 turn (something) in 
or turn in (something) a chiefly US : to give (something) 
to a person who will review or accept it ■ He turned in 
1= handed in] his application/resignation yesterday. ■ Stu¬ 
dents should turn their papers in on Thursday, b : to re¬ 
turn (something that you have borrowed, found, etc.) ■ 
Please turn in [-return] the art supplies when you are fin¬ 
ished with them. ■ She found a set of keys and turned them 
in to the secretary at the front desk. ■ Has anyone turned in 
a wallet recently? ■ The suspended officer was asked to 
turn in his badge and gun. C : to perform or produce 
(something) ■ She turned in [=gave] a fine performance. ■ 
The company has turned in a healthy profit for the third 
year running. 4 turn (someone) in a : to give control of 
(someone) to the police or some other authority • His own 
parents brought him to the police station and turned him 
in. ■ The escaped prisoner turned himself in (to the police). 
[=he went to the police and allowed himself to be arrested] 
b : to give information about the location of (someone 
who has committed a crime) to the police or some other 
authority ■ His girlfriend threatened to turn him in. 

turn loose see let loose at 1 loose 

turn oft [phrasal verb] 1 : to go in a direction that moves 
you away from a straight course or main road ■ They 
turned off onto the wrong road. ■ Turn off at the next exit. 
2 turn off (something) or turn (something) off : to stop the 
operation or flow of (something) by pressing a button, 
moving a switch, etc. • She turned off the alarm/heat/lighW 
water. ■ Should I leave the TV on or turn it off ? 3 turn 
(someone) off or turn off (someone) informal : to cause a 
strong feeling of dislike in (someone) : to be unappealing 
to (someone) ■ People who smoke turn me off. — see also 
TURNOFF 

turn on [phrasal verb] 1 turn on (something) or turn (some¬ 
thing) on : to cause (something) to work or flow by press¬ 
ing a button, moving a switch, etc. • She turned on the 
lights/computer/radio/water. ■ We turned on the heat in 


the house. — often used figuratively ■ He really knows 
how to turn on the charm. [=knows how to be charming] ■ 
She turned the tears on [=she started crying] to get their 
sympathy. 2 turn (someone) on or turn on (someone) in¬ 
formal : to cause (someone) to feel excitement or enjoy¬ 
ment : to be appealing to (someone) ■ What kind of music 
turns you on? — see also turn-on 3 turn (someone) on 
to (something) : to cause (someone) to use or become in¬ 
terested in (something) for the first time • She turned him 
on to water-skiing. ■ He was turned on to cocaine by an ac¬ 
quaintance. 4 turn on (someone or something) : to attack 
or criticize (someone or something) in a sudden or unex¬ 
pected way ■ The dog suddenly turned on its owner. ■ The 
rock star’s fans began to turn on him. 5 turn on/upon 
(something) a : to be determined or decided by (some¬ 
thing) ■ The outcome of the election turns on [-depends on] 
how well the candidates perform in the next debate, b 
: to have (something) as a main subject or interest ■ The 
discussion turned on the question of how the money 
should be spent. 6 turn (something) on (someone or 
something) : to use (something, such as a weapon) to 
harm, stop, or kill (someone or something) ■ Fire hoses 
were turned on the protesters. ■ He killed three people be¬ 
fore turning the gun on himself. [=before shooting himself] 
turn out [phrasal verb] 1 : to leave your home in order to 
participate in or do something ■ Few people turned out for 
the election. ■ Few people turned out to vote. — see also 
turnout 1 2 a : to happen, end, or develop in a particu¬ 
lar way ■ Despite some initial difficulties, everything turned 
out well. ■ Things don’t always turn out the way you want 
them to. • As it/things turned out , I didn’t need an umbrella 
after all. b turn out to be (something) — used to say that 
something or someone eventually becomes something or is 
found to have a particular identity, quality, ability, etc. • 
The play turned out to be a. success. ■ The animal in the 
bushes turned out to be a cat. ■ I hope I turn out to be right. 
C turn out like (someone or something) : to become like 
(someone or something) ■ He didn’t want to turn out like 
his father. ■ Nobody thought it would ever turn out like 
this. 3 turn out (something) or turn (something) out a 
: to cause (something) to face or point outward • She 
turned her feet out and bent down. ■ He stood with his feet 
turned out. b : to cause (a lamp, flashlight, etc.) to no 
longer produce light by pushing a button, moving a switch, 
etc. ■ Who turned out the lights? C : to produce (some¬ 
thing) ■ The factory turns out parts for car engines. ■ They 
turn out a new CD almost every year, d : to cause (some¬ 
thing, such as a pocket) to become inside out ■ He turned 
out his pockets to show that they were empty, e : to emp¬ 
ty the contents of (something) especially for cleaning or 
organizing ■ She turned out the drawer. ■ He turned out the 
closet in search of his baseball glove. 4 turn (someone) 
out or turn out (someone) a : to force (someone) to leave 
a place or position ■ The landlord turned them out from/of 
the apartment for not paying the rent. • Voters are unhap¬ 
py with the governor and want to turn her out. b : to 
dress (yourself or someone else) in a careful or fancy way 
— usually (be) turned out ■ a handsomely turned out gentle¬ 
man ■ She was turned out in a beautiful blue gown. 
turn over [phrasal verb] 1 a : to move and face the oppo¬ 
site direction ■ She turned over (in bed) to see what time it 
was. ■ The kayak turned over in the rapids. — sometimes 
used figuratively ■ (Brit) The boat ride turned over my 
stomach, b turn over (someone or something) or turn 
(someone or something) over : to cause (someone or 
something) to face the opposite direction • If you turn the 
paper over, you will find more math problems. ■ He turned 
over the baby onto her back. 2 of an engine : to start to 
work ■ The engine would not turn over. 3 turn over (some¬ 
thing) or turn (something) over a : to earn (a particular 
amount of money) ■ The store has been turning over $1,000 
a week, b US, sports : to allow the other team to get pos¬ 
session of (a ball) • The quarterback has turned the ball 
over three times. — see also turnover 4 4 turn (some¬ 
one or something) over to (someone) or turn over (some¬ 
one or something) to (someone) : to give the control or re¬ 
sponsibility of (someone or something) to (someone) ■ I am 
turning the job over to you. [=1 am giving you the job] ■ He 
turned the property over to his niece. ■ The case has been 
turned over to the district attorney. ■ The suspect was 
turned over to the police on Wednesday. 5 turn (some¬ 
thing) over to (something) or turn over (something) to 
(something) : to change the use of (something, such as 
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land or a building) ■ She plans to turn over the land to grow¬ 
ing wheat and barley. 6 turn over (something) in your 
mind or turn (something) over in your mind : to think 
about (something) in order to understand it or make a de¬ 
cision ■ She kept turning over the problem in her mind , try¬ 
ing to find a solution. 7 chiefly Brit : to change the chan¬ 
nel on a television set ■ Turn over to channel 7. 8 turn over 
(a place) or turn (a place) over Brit slang : to make a mess 
of (a place) while robbing it ■ The shop has been turned 
over three times in the last year. 
turn to \phrasal verb ] 1 turn to (someone or something) : to 
go to (someone or something) for support, information, 
etc. ■ I was all alone and had no one to turn to. ■ She be¬ 
came depressed and turned to drugs. [=began using drugs] 
— often + for ■ She turned to a friend for help. • He turned 
to the employment agency for support. ■ Turn to [=refer to] 
the handout for the exact figures. 2 turn to (something) 
a : to become involved in or with (something) ■ He turned 
to a life of crime. • She sang rock music before turning to 
the blues, b : to begin to deal with (something different) 
as a topic ■ The conversation eventually turned to politics. ■ 
We should turn to the next item on the list. C : to turn the 
pages of a book, magazine, etc., until you have reached the 
desired or specified page ■ She turned ahead to the third 
chapter. ■ Please turn (over) to page 22 of your textbook. 
turn up [phrasal verb ] 1 a : to be found usually unexpect¬ 
edly ■ I’m sure your ring will turn up somewhere. • New ev¬ 
idence has turned up. b : to be found to be in a specified 
condition ■ The missing person eventually turned up dead. ■ 
He turned up missing at roll call. [=he was not present at 
roll call] C turn up (something) or turn (something) up : to 
find or discover (something) ■ I’ll let you know if I turn up 
anything interesting. 2 : to happen unexpectedly • Some¬ 
thing is always turning up to prevent us from getting to¬ 
gether. 3 a : to arrive at a place ■ And who should turn up 
at the ceremony but John! ■ Things were looking bad, but 
he was sure someone would turn up to save him. b : to 
appear in a place • Her name is always turning up in the 
newspapers. 4 turn up (something) or turn (something) up 
a : to increase the volume, temperature, etc., of something 
by pressing a button, moving a switch, etc. ■ I turned up the 
heat. ■ Please turn the volume up on the TV. = Please turn 
the TV up. • The oven was turned up to 400 degrees, b : to 
make (a skirt, a pair of pants, etc.) shorter ■ These pants 
need to be turned up a little. — opposite let down at *LET 
2 tum noun, pi turns [count] 

1 : an opportunity or responsibility to do or use something 
before or after other people ■ You have to wait your turn in 
line. ■ Is it my turn yet? ■ Can I please have/take a turn on 
your bike? [=can I have a chance to use your bike?] — often 
followed by to + verb ■ Whose turn is it to do the dishes? ■ It’s 
her turn to bat. ■ You’ve made me suffer in the past, so now 
it’s your turn to suffer ! 

2 : an act of turning something around a central point ■ Give 
the wheel another turn. "He tightened the screw with one 
last turn. ■ With a turn of the switch, the lights came back on. 

3 : an act of changing the direction that someone or some¬ 
thing is facing or moving in ■ Take a left-hand turn at the 
next intersection. ■ I made a right turn [=1 turned right] onto 
Main Street. ■ a quick turn of her head — see also three- 



point TURN, U-TURN 

4 : a change in the state or condition of something — usual¬ 
ly used with take • The stock market took a shaip downward 
turn today. • The conversation suddenly took an unexpected 
turn when he announced that he was getting married. ■ Busi¬ 
ness took a turn for the worse/better. [=it became worse/bet¬ 
ter] ■ There has been a dramatic turn of events. [=something 
important and surprising has happened] ■ It’s hard to follow 
all the twists and turns [=the surprising changes] of the plot. 

5 a US : a place where a road connects to another road that 
goes in a different direction ■ I think we took a wrong turn. 
[-(Brit) turning] b : a place where a road, path, etc., chang¬ 
es direction ■ There is a dangerous turn up ahead. ■ The run¬ 
ners are coming down the straightaway and heading into the 
turn. • The road through the mountains has many twists and 
turns. [=curves and frequent changes of direction] 

6 : an act that affects someone in a particular way * He did 
me a nasty turn. ■ You have done me a few good turns , so 
now let me help you. ■ One good turn deserves another. [=if 
someone does something nice for you, you should do some¬ 
thing nice for that person] 

7 : a public appearance or performance ■ The actor makes 


frequent guest turns on the show. — see also STAR TURN 

8 old-fashioned : a short walk or ride — usually singular ■ 
They took a turn [=went for a stroll] through the park. 

9 old-fashioned : a sudden feeling of being frightened — 
usually singular ■ He startled me and gave me quite a turn. 

10 Brit, old-fashioned : a sudden, short period of feeling 
slightly ill, faint, or dizzy — usually singular • He had a turn 
and had to lie down. 

at every turn : in a constant or continuous way : each time 
a person tries to do something ■ They opposed her at every 
turn. 

by turns — used to describe different things that happen 
one after another • The book was praised and criticized by 
turns. • The stories in the collection are, by turns , curious, 
tragic, disturbing, and heartening. 
done to a turn Brit : cooked, performed, etc., in a perfect 
way : done to perfection • The chicken was done to a turn. 
In turn 1 : following one after another in a particular order 

■ Each witness in turn gave his or her version of what hap¬ 
pened. ■ The algae feeds the fish, which in turn become 
food for larger sea animals. 2 : as a result ■ I supported 
him and expected that he, in turn, would support me. 

on the turn Brit: about to start changing • The political sit¬ 
uation in the country is on the turn, 
out of turn 1 : not at the time you are expected to do 
something according to a set order ■ She rolled the dice out 
of turn. [=when it was not her turn] 2 : at a wrong or im¬ 
proper time or place ■ Excuse me for speaking out of turn 
[=for speaking when it is not proper for me to speak], but I 
don’t believe you are treating him fairly. 
take turns also Brit take it in turns If people take turns 
doing or using something or take it in turns to do or use 
something, they do or use it one after another in order to 
share the responsibility or opportunity of doing or using it. 

■ We take turns washing the dishes. ■ The kids took turns on 
the swing. 

the turn of the century : the beginning of a new century ■ 
We were discussing how Americans lived at the turn of the 
19th/last century. 

turn of mind : a way of thinking • He has a philosophical/in¬ 
quiring turn of mind. ■ Her turns of mind are revealed in her 
journals. 

turn of phrase : a way of saying or describing something ■ a 
nice turn of phrase 

turn of speed Brit : an increase in speed or progress ■ The 
horse gave an impressive turn of speed. 
turn-about /'ta^baut/ noun, pi -abouts [count] : turn¬ 
around 2 — usually singular; often + in ■ There was a sharp 
turnabout in oil prices. ■ a turnabout in the country’s foreign 
policy 

turnabout is fair play US — used to say that if someone 
does something to harm you it is fair for you to do some¬ 
thing to harm that person ■ She did it to me, so I’m going to 
do it to her. Turnabout is fair play. 
turn-around /'ta*i3iraund/ also Brit turn-round /■tann- 
,raund/ noun, pi -arounds [count] 

1 a : the time it takes someone to receive, deal with, and re¬ 
turn something ■ The turnaround for most orders is/takes 24 
hours. ■ There is a 24-hour turnaround time on most orders, 
b : the process of making something (such as an airplane) 
ready for use again after it has arrived at a place • a quick 
turnaround between flights 

2 : a complete change from a bad situation to a good situa¬ 
tion, from one way of thinking to an opposite way of think¬ 
ing, etc. ■ The team needs a big turnaround after their loss 
last week. ■ The company has achieved a remarkable turn¬ 
around in the past year. ■ The latest news has caused a turn¬ 
around in public opinion. — see also turn around at *TURN 

turn-COat /'tan,kout/ noun, pi -coats [count] disapproving 
: a person who stops being a member of a group in order to 
join another group that opposes it : traitor • a political 
turncoat 

tum-ing /'tawq/ noun, pi -ings [count] Brit : 2 turn 5a 
turning point noun, pi ~ points [count] : a time when an 
important change happens • Winning that game was the tum- 
ing point of the team’s season. ■ That job was a major turning 
point in her career. 

tur-nip /•tanap/ noun, pi -nips [count, noncount] : a round, 
light-colored root of a plant that is eaten as a vegetable; also 
: the plant that produces such a root — see color picture on 
page C4 
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turnkey / l ton,ki:/ adj, always used before a noun : complete 
and ready to be used ■ a turnkey computer system 
turn-Off / l ta , n,a:f/ noun, pi -offs [count] 

1 : a road that allows vehicles to leave a highway 

2 informal : something that you dislike or that causes you to 
stop being interested in or attracted to someone or some¬ 
thing ■ His strong cologne was a real turnoff. • What are your 
turnoffs ? — see also turn off at 'turn 

turn—on /'ta^ain/ noun, pi -ons [count] : something that 
you like or that causes you to be interested and excited ■ 
Classical music is one of his biggest turn-ons. ■ sexual turn¬ 
ons — see also turn on at 'turn 
turn-OUt /'tan,aut/ noun, pi -outs [count] 

1 : the number of people who go to or participate in some¬ 
thing • There was a good/large turnout at the town meeting. 
[=a large number of people attended the town meeting] ■ The 
opening game of the season brought only a small turnout. ■ a 
50 percent voter turnout ■ heavy voter turnouts — see also 
turn out 1 at 'turn 

2 US : an area next to a road where vehicles can stop — 
called also (Brit) lay-by 

turn-over /'taniOuva 1 / noun, pi -overs 

1 : the amount of money that is received in sales by a store 
or company [count] — usually singular ■ an annual turnover 
of one million dollars [noncount] The company had an in¬ 
crease in turnover this quarter. 

2 : the rate at which people leave a place, company, etc., and 
are replaced by others [noncount] The company has experi¬ 
enced a lot of turnover (of personnel) in the past year. [=a lot 
of people have left the company and been replaced by new 
employees] ■ The company has a high turnover rate, [count] 

— usually singular ■ The store has a high employee turnover. 

3 : the rate at which the goods in a store are sold and re¬ 
placed by other goods [count] — usually singular ■ a rapid 
turnover of inventory [noncount] We want to find ways to 
speed up inventory turnover. 

4 [count] US, sports : an occurrence in which the team that 
has the ball loses it to the other team because of an error or a 
minor violation of the rules ■ The team committed/had two 
turnovers in the first quarter. ■ He forced a turnover. [=he 
caused the other team to lose possession of the ball] 

5 [count] : a type of small pie that has one half of the crust 
folded over the other half and that is filled with fruit, meat, 
or a vegetable ■ an apple/chicken/potato turnover 

— see also turn over at 'turn 

turn-pike /'tan,paik/ noun, pi -pikes [count] US : a major 
road that you must pay to use ■ the Massachusetts Turnpike 
turn-round /'tan,raund/ noun, pi -rounds [count] Brit 

: TURNAROUND 1 

turn signal noun, pi ~ -nals [count] US : one of the lights 
on a vehicle that flash to indicate that the vehicle is turning 
left or right — called also (US) blinker, (Brit) indicator, see 
picture at car 

turn-Stile /'tamiStajal/ noun, pi 
-stiles [count] : a gate at an en¬ 
trance that has arms which turn 
around and that allows only one 
person at a time to pass through 
turn-ta-ble /'tan,teibal/ noun, pi 
-ta-bles [count] 

1 : the part of a record player that 
turns the record 

2 : a platform that is used to turn 
vehicles (such as railroad cars) 
around 

turn—up /'tam.Ap/ noun, pi -ups 
Brit 

1 [count]: 'cuff 2 

2 [singular] informal: an unexpected or surprising event ■ It 
was a real turn-up for the books when he won the election! 

tur-pen-tine /'tap3n,tain/ noun [noncount] : a type of oil 
with a strong smell that is used to make paint thinner and to 
clean paint brushes 

tur-pi-tude /'tapa,tu:d, Brit 'ta:pa,tju:d/ noun [noncount] 
formal: a very evil quality or way of behaving ■ moral turpi¬ 
tude 

{urps /'t^ps/ noun [noncount] Brit, informal : turpentine 
tur-quoise /'ta^koiz, 'ta^kwoiz/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a bluish-green stone used in jewelry — see color picture 
on page C11 

2 : a bluish-green color — see color picture on page C2 

— turquoise adj • a turquoise dress/bracelet 


tur-ret /'tarat/ noun, pi -rets [count] 

1 : a small tower on a building ■ a castle with turrets 

2 : the part on a military 
tank, airplane, or ship from 
which guns are fired 

- tur-ret-ed /'taratad/ adj 
• a turreted castle 

tur-tle /'tat]/ noun, pi tur¬ 
tles [count] : a reptile that 
lives mostly in water and 
that has a hard shell which 
covers its body — see also 
SEA TURTLE, SNAPPING 
TURTLE 

turn turtle chiefly Brit, of a 
boat : to turn upside down ■ Their boat turned turtle during 
the storm. 

tur-tle-dove /'ta*l,dAv/ noun, pi -doves [count] : a type of 
bird that makes a soft pleasant sound -b Turtledoves are 
sometimes used as symbols of love and lovers, 
tur-tle-neck /'ta'thnek/ noun, pi -necks [count] 

1 US : a high collar that covers most of your neck even 
when the collar is folded over itself; also : a knit shirt or 
sweater with this kind of collar ■ She wore a turtleneck under 
her jacket. — called also (Brit) polo neck’, see color picture 
on page C15 

2 Brit : mock turtleneck 
turves Brit plural of 'turf 

tush /'to// noun, pi tush*es [count] US, informal + humor¬ 
ous : the part of the body that you sit on : buttocks ■ He 
fell on his tush. 

tusk /'tAsk/ noun, pi tusks [count] : a very long, large tooth 
that sticks out of the mouth of an animal (such as an ele¬ 
phant, walrus, or boar) 

- tusked /'tAskt/ adj ■ a tusked boar 

1 tus-sle /'tAsal/ verb tus-sles; tus-sled; tus-sling [no obj] 

1 : to fight or struggle with (someone) by grabbing or push¬ 
ing ■ The two basketball players tussled for the ball. ■ Some 
guy tussled [=. scuffled] with a security guard for a few min¬ 
utes before he was arrested. 

2 : to argue or compete with (someone) • The residents of 
the neighborhood tussled with city hall for years about the 
broken parking meters. 

2 tussle noun, pi tussles [count] 

1 : a short fight or struggle ■ The suspect was arrested after a 
tussle with a security guard. 

2 : an argument or a dispute * a tussle f or control of the com¬ 
pany • The President is in for another tussle with Congress. 

tUS-SOCk /'tAsak/ noun.pl -socks [count ]: a small area that 
is covered with long thick grass ■ There were grassy tussocks 
throughout the marsh. 

1 tut !a clicking sound, often read as 'tAt/ interj : * tut-tut 
2 tut /'tAt/ noun, pi tuts [count ]: ^tut-tut 
3 tut /'tAt/ verb tuts; tut-ted; tut-ting [no obj ]: 3 tut-tut 
tu-te-lage /'tuitalufc, Brit 'tjuitahcfe/ noun [noncount] formal 

1 : the teaching of an individual student by a teacher • He 
studied music under the tutelage of his father. = He studied 
music under his father’s tutelage. [=he was taught music by 
his father] 

2 : an act of guarding or protecting something • an African 
nation formerly under British tutelage [=guardianship] 

3 : helpful influence or guidance ■ The company is relying 
on the tutelage of its new CEO to increase profits. 

1 tll-tor / a tu:t9- l Brit 'tju:ta/ noun, pi -tors [count] 

1 : a teacher who works with one student • I got a tutor to 
help me with my homework. ■ a private tutor 

2 Brit : a teacher at a British university who works with one 
student or a small group of students ■ He is a tutor in Europe¬ 
an history. 

2 tutor verb -tors; -tored; -tor-ing : to teach a single student 
: to teach someone as a tutor [no obj] She earned extra 
money tutoring in the evening. [+ obj] She spent her eve¬ 
nings tutoring her son in math. [=helping her son study math] 
■ Some teachers stay after school to tutor [=coach] struggling 
students. 

1 tU-tO-ri-al /tu'torijal, Brit tju'ta:rial/ noun.pl -als [count] 

1 ; a book, computer program, etc., that teaches someone 
how to do something by explaining each stage of a process • 
a helpful programming tutorial ■ An online tutorial gives ba¬ 
sic instructions for those who have never made reservations 
on the Web. 

2 : a class taught by a tutor for one student or for a small 
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group of students ■ The professor was offering a tutorial in 
her office a week before the exam, 
tutorial adj : of or relating to a tutor • We offer tutorial in¬ 
struction for test preparation. 

tut'ti-frut-ti /itu:ti'fru:ti/ noun [inoncount] : a kind of ice 
cream that contains small pieces of nuts and fruit 
1 tut—tilt /two clicking sounds, often read as 'tAt'tAt/ interj — 
used to show disapproval ■ Tut-tut [=tsk-tsk\, this time you’ve 
gone too far. 

2 tut—tut /'tAt'tAt/ noun, pi -tuts [count] : a sound made to 
show disapproval ■ There were a few inevitable tut-tuts from 
the older folks in the crowd. 

3 tut-tut /'tAt'tAt/ verb -tuts; -tut-ted; -tut-ting [no obj] : to 
show disapproval by making a sound (such as “tut-tut”) ■ 
Some people may tut-tut disapprovingly about obscenities on 
television. : to say something that expresses disapproval ■ Po¬ 
litical commentators have been tut-tutting over the latest 
scandal in Washington, 
tu-tu /'tu:,tu:/ noun, pi -tus [count] : a 
short skirt that is made of many layers of 
material and that is worn by a ballerina 
tUX /'tAks/ noun, pi tux*es [count] chiefly 
US, informal : tuxedo 
tUX-e-do /,tAk'si:dou/ noun, pi -dos or 
-does [count] chiefly US : a formal suit for 
a man; especially : a formal black suit 
worn with a white shirt and a black bow 
tie — called also (Brit) dinner suit; see col¬ 
or picture on page C16; compare dinner 

JACKET 

TV /'ti:'vi:/ noun, pi TVs : television 
[count] unplug the TV ■ We need a new TV. 

[noncount] Do you want to watch some TV 
before bed? • She works in TV. — often 
used before another noun ■ a TV host/set/ 
show 

on TV : broadcast by television : being 
shown by television ■ There’s nothing 
(good) on TV [=on television] tonight. 

TV dinner noun, pi ~ -ners [count] : a cooked meal that is 
frozen and packaged and that needs only to be heated before 
it is eaten 

twad-dle /'twa:dl/ noun [noncount] informal + old-fashioned 
: foolish words or ideas : nonsense ■ We don’t believe that 
twaddle anymore. 

twain /'twein/ noun [noncount] old-fashioned : two 
never the twain shall meet — used to say that two things, 
places, etc., are very different and can never be brought to¬ 
gether or made similar ■ As far as he’s concerned, work is 
work, family life is family life, and never the twain shall 
meet. 

1 twang /'twseij/ noun, pi twangs [count] 

1 : the typical sound of the speech of people from a certain 
place; especially : a sound that seems to be produced 
through the nose as well as the mouth ■ an Australian twang ■ 

1 noticed a slight Southern twang in her voice. ■ He always 
has a nasal twang when he sings. 

2 : a harsh, quick sound made by pulling something (such as 
a wire) tight and then letting it go ■ The clothesline snapped 
with a twang. ■ We heard the twang of an electric guitar com¬ 
ing from the basement. 

2 twang verb twangs; twanged; twang-ing : to make a 
harsh, quick sound [no obj] The rope twanged when it 
snapped. [+ obj] He was twanging the strings of the guitar, 
’twas /'twAz/ old-fashioned + literary — used as a contraction 
of “it was” ■ Twas a day like no other, 
twat /'twa:t/ noun, pi twats [count] offensive 

1 Brit : a stupid or annoying person 

2 : a woman’s sexual organs -C* Twat is an extremely offen¬ 
sive word in all of its uses and should be avoided. 

1 tweak /'twi:k/ verb tweaks; tweaked; tweak-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to change (something) slightly in order to improve it: to 
make small adjustments to (something) ■ The company may 
have to tweak [= adjust] its image. ■ Our software developers 
are tweaking [-fine-tuning] the program. ■ We just wanted to 
tweak his original idea a bit. 

2 : to injure (a part of your body) slightly ■ He tweaked his 
ankle playing soccer. 

3 : to pinch and pull (something) with a sudden movement ■ 
My brother hates it when our grandmother tweaks his cheek. 

4 chiefly US : to criticize or make fun of (someone or some¬ 


thing) ■ His friends tweaked [=teased] him for gaining weight. 
2 tweak noun, pi tweaks [count] 

1 : a small change made in order to improve something ■ 
Our software developer decided that the program needed a 
few tweaks. [=small improvements] 

2 : a sudden pull or twist that causes a slight injury ■ He gave 
his knee a tweak [=he tweaked his knee] playing racquetball. 

3 : an act of pinching or pulling something ■ She gave his 
cheek a tweak. 

twee /'twi:/ adj [more most ~] chiefly Brit, informal + dis¬ 
approving : sweet or cute in a way that is silly or sentimental 
■ The movie was a bit twee for my taste, 
tweed /'twi:d/ noun, pi tweeds 

1 [count, noncount] : a rough, woolen cloth that is woven 
with different colored threads ■ a skirt made of tweed — of¬ 
ten used before another noun ■ a tweed jacket/suit 

2 tweeds [plural] : tweed clothing (such as a suit) ■ The el¬ 
derly professor was always seen in his tweeds. 

tweedy /'twi:di/ adj tweed-i*er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : made of tweed or resembling tweed ■ The fabric is a 
tweedy blend of wool and mohair. ■ a tweedy jacket 

2 informal : wearing tweed clothing or tending to wear 
tweed clothing — used to describe members of the British 
upper class, college professors, etc. ■ The new laws banning 
fox hunting caused outrage in tweedy circles. ■ a tweedy En¬ 
glish gentleman ■ a tweedy professor 

1 tween /'twi:n/ prep, literary : between 
2 tween noun, pi tweens [count] US : a boy or girl who is 11 
or 12 years old : preteen ■ a movie that appeals to tweens 
tweet /'twi:t/ verb tweets; tweet-ed; tweet-ing [no obj] 
: to make a short, high sound ■ A few birds were tweeting in 
the trees. 

— tweet noun, pi tweets [count] ■ the tweets of the birds ■ 
The tweet of the referee’s whistle stopped the game. 

tweet-er /'twiita*/ noun, pi -ers [count] technical : a speaker 
(sense 5) that produces high sounds — compare sub¬ 
woofer, WOOFER 

twee-zers /'twiiz^rz/ noun [plural] : a small tool that is made 
of two narrow pieces of metal which are joined at one end 
and that is used to hold, move, or pull very small objects ■ He 
used (a pair of) tweezers to take a splinter out of his finger. 

— see picture at grooming 

1 twelfth /'twelfO/ noun, pi twelfths 

1 [singular] : number 12 in a series ■ I come home on the 
twelfth. [=the twelfth day of the month] 

2 [count] : one of 12 equal parts of something ■ a twelfth of 
the population 

2 twelfth adj ■ occupying the number 12 position in a series " 
the twelfth day in a row ■ finished in twelfth place 

— twelfth adv ■ Our son finished twelfth in the race. ■ the 
twelfth best-selling book 

twelve /'twelv/ noun, pi twelves 

1 [count] : the number 12 

2 [count]: the 12th in a set or series ■ question number twelve 

3 [noncount] : twelve o’clock ■ “What time is it?” “It’s 
twelve." • I have lunch at twelve. 

4 the Twelve : the twelve original disciples of Jesus Christ 

— twelve adj • It was a twelve-hour flight. ■ twelve days later 
— twelve pronoun • All twelve (of them) came to the party. 

twervty /'twenti/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [count] : the number 20 

2 [count] : the 20th in a set or series • item/question twenty 

3 twenties [plural] a : the numbers ranging from 20 to 29 ■ 
Tomorrow the temperature will be in the low twenties, b : a 
set of years ending in digits ranging from 20 to 29 ■ She’s in 
her twenties. • the gangsters of the twenties [=of the 1920s] 

4 [count] a US : a twenty-dollar bill ■ All I have is a twenty. 
b Brit : a twenty-pound note 

— twen*ti*eth /'twentijaG/ noun, pi -eths [count] ■ What are 
you doing on the twentieth ? [=the twentieth day of the 
month] ■ a twentieth of the population — twentieth adj “ 
their twentieth anniversary — twenty adj ■ It was a twenty- 
hour flight. • twenty days later — twenty pronoun • Only 
twenty showed up for the review session. ■ We spent forty 
dollars and had twenty left. 

twen»ty—four seven or 24—7 or 24/7 /'twenti'fo^'sevan/ 
adv, informal : all the time : twenty-four hours a day and 
seven days a week ■ She worries about you 24/7. ■ The store 
is open 24/7. 

twen*ty—one /,twenti'wAn/ noun [noncount] US : black¬ 
jack 1 

twen-ty-SOme*thing /'twenti,sAmOirj/ noun , pi -things 
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[count] informal : a person who is between 20 and 29 years 
old ■ The magazine is aimed primarily at twenty somethings. 

— twentysomething adj • a twentysomething customer 
twen-ty-twen-ty or 20/20 /'twenti'twenti/ adj : having 

good vision and able to see without glasses ■ My mother has 
20/20 vision. 

twenty-twenty hindsight or 20/20 hindsight : the full 
knowledge and complete understanding that you have 
about an event only after it has happened - With 20/20 
hindsight we now see where our strategy went wrong, 
twen-ty-two or .22 /'twenti'tu:/ noun.pl twenty-twos or 
.22s [count]: a gun that fires small bullets ■ My uncle used a 
.22 to shoot rabbits. — often used before another noun ■ a 
.22 caliber handgun - a .22 rifle 
twerp /'twa*p/ noun, pi twerps [count] informal : someone 
who is stupid or annoying ■ Some little twerp took her seat. ■ 
Her boyfriend’s just a pretentious twerp. 
twice /'twais/ adv 

1 : two times : on two occasions ■ I only wore it twice. ■ I 
called you twice. ■ He has rehearsals twice a month. ■ He twice 
lost to younger opponents. ■ We visited them twice in 10 
years. ■ The dictionary has been twice updated since 1993. • 
I’ve been there at least twice. • We’ve eaten at that restaurant 
once or twice. [=one or two times] • We go to Europe twice a 
year. [=two times every year] ■ The mail is delivered twice a 
day. [=two times every day] 

2 : doubled in amount or degree ■ The new house is twice 
[=two times] as large as our old one. ■ He must be twice her 
age. ■ The population is twice that of Canada. ■ The new one 
costs about twice as much. ■ He could earn twice his present 
salary at the new job. ■ 7 \wice two is four. [=two times two is/ 
equals four] 

think twice see ‘think 

twid-dle /'twidl/ verb twid-dles; twid-dled; twld-dling 

: to turn (something) back and forth slightly [+ obj] Just 
twiddle the dial on the radio a bit for better reception. ■ Twid¬ 
dle the knob on the telescope until things are in focus. • She 
twiddled her pen while she talked on the phone, [no obj] She 
twiddled with her pen while she talked on the phone. 
twiddle your thumbs informal : to do nothing : to waste 
time while you wait for something to happen ■ I was just 
twiddling my thumbs until the phone rang. 

— twiddle noun, pi twiddles [count] Brit ■ Give the knob a 
twiddle. 

1 twig /'twig/ noun, pi twigs [count] : a small branch of a tree 
or bush • We should gather up small twigs for the campfire. 

— see color picture on page C6 

— twig-gy /'twigi/ adj twig-gi-er: -est ■ big twiggy birds’ 
nests • twiggy trees [=trees that have many small branches] 

2 twig verb twigs; twigged; twig-ging Brit, informal : to un¬ 
derstand (something) suddenly [+ obj] He seemed confused 
until he twigged that something was going on. [no obj] I had 
to explain it to him three times but he finally twigged. 
twMight /'twai,lait/ noun 

1 [noncount] a : the light from the sky at the end of the day 
when night is just beginning ■ The sun set and twilight fell. ■ 
in the autumn twilight b : the period when day is ending 
and night is beginning ■ We had to stop working at twilight. 
[=dusk\ — often used before another noun ■ a twilight base¬ 
ball game [=a game played at twilight] ■ We heard the birds 
chirping in the twilight hours. 

2 [singular] : a period when something is ending ■ He’s in the 
twilight of his career. [=the last part of his career] — often 
used before another noun ■ He became less radical in his twi¬ 
light years. 

twilight world noun [singular] : a mysterious or secret 
world • the twilight world of informants and spies 
twilight zone noun [singular] 

1 : a situation or an idea that is unclear or confusing ■ a legal 
twilight zone [=a legal situation that is hard to understand] ■ a 
twilight zone between war and peace 

2 : a world of fantasy where things are not real ■ He gets lost 
in the twilight zone of video games. 

twi-lit /'twai,lit/ adj • lighted by twilight ■ a twilit garden 
twill /'twil/ noun [noncount] \ cloth that is made in a way that 
produces a pattern of diagonal lines • cotton twill pants 
1 twin /'twm/ noun, pi twins [count] 

1 : either one of two babies that are bom at the same time to 
the same mother ■ She’s the mother of twins. ■ The twins went 
swimming after lunch. • My sister just had twins. • Sarah and 
her brother are twins. ■ I didn’t know she had a twin. j=a sis¬ 
ter/brother who is her twin] — compare quadruplet. 


QUINTUPLET, SEXTUPLET, TRIPLET; See also CONJOINED 
TWIN, FRATERNAL TWIN, IDENTICAL TWIN 
2 : either one of two similar things that form a pair ■ I found 
one glove but I can’t find its twin. [=1 can’t find the other 
glove] 

2 twm adj, always used before a noun 

1 — used to describe children who are twins ■ my twin 
brother [=my brother who is my twin] • They had twin girls. 

2 : made up of two similar things that are used together ■ a 
rwm-engine airplane [=an airplane that has two engines] 

3 : forming one of a pair of related or connected ideas or 
places • the twin goals of reducing oil dependence and pro¬ 
tecting the environment 

3 twin verb twins; twinned; twirwiing [- \-obj] 

1 : to bring (two things) together in close association — usu¬ 
ally used as (be) twinned ■ Research is twinned [= coupled] 
with technology. ■ They will be twinned [-paired/] in the pages 
of history. ■ two cultures with a twinned destiny 

2 Brit : to form a relationship between (two towns in two 
countries) — usually used as (be) twinned ■ Our town is 
twinned with a town of roughly the same size in France. 

twin bed noun, pi - beds [count] 

1 : either one of a pair of single beds that match • Do you 
want a room with a double bed or twin beds ? 

2 US', a bed that is big enough for only one person : a single 
bed — see picture at bed 

— twin—bed*ded adj, Brit ■ a twin-bedded hotel room 

1 twine /'twain/ noun [noncount] : a string made of two or 
more threads twisted together ■ The package was wrapped in 
brown paper and tied with twine. • a strong piece of twine 
2 twine verb twines; twined; twinging : to twist or wrap 
around (someone or something) [+ obj] She twined her arms 
around him. - The tree was twining its branches around the 
chimney. [=the branches were growing around the chimney] 
[no obj] Ivy twines around the columns, 
twinge /'twincfc/ noun, pi twing-es [count] 

^ : a sudden and usually slight pain ■ He felt a twinge of ar¬ 
thritis when he stood up. • I still feel an occasional twinge in 
my leg from the accident. 

2 : a sudden slight feeling or emotion ■ I felt a twinge of guilt/ 
jealousy. ■ I must admit to a twinge of envy. ■ a twinge of sad¬ 
ness 

1 twin»kle /'twiijkal/ noun [singular] : a quick flash of light : a 
sparkle or flicker of light • We saw the twinkle of a candle in 
the window. 

a twinkle in your eye : a friendly or happy expression in 
your eyes ■ He always talks about his children with a twin¬ 
kle in his eye. ■ Her grandchildren put a twinkle in her eye. 
[=made her happy] 

in the twinkle of an eye informal : very quickly : in a very 
short time ■ He was back in the twinkle of an eye. 

— twin-kly /'twiqkali/ adj -kli-er; -est [also more most 
—] ■ twinkly lights 

2 twinkle verb twin-kles; twin-kled; twin-kling [no obj] 

1 : to shine with an unsteady light: to produce small flashes 
of light • The lights of the city twinkled in the distance. ■ Stars 

* twinkle in the night sky. ■ twinkling Christmas lights 

2 of the eyes : to have a friendly or happy expression ■ Her 
eyes twinkled with excitement/joy/pride. 

twin*kling /'twigkalirj/ noun 
in a twinkling or in the twinkling of an eye : very quickly 
: in a very short time ■ He was back in a twinkling. 
twin-set /'twin'set/ noun, pi -sets [count] : a woman’s pull¬ 
over sweater and buttoned outer sweater that match and are 
worn together 

twin—Size /'twin'saiz/ adj, US, of a bed : having a size of 39 
inches by 75 inches (about 1.0 by 1.9 meters) — compare 
FULL-SIZE, KING-SIZE, QUEEN-SIZE 

twin town noun, pi ~ towns [count] Brit: sister city 
1 twirl /'twaJ/ verb twirls; twirled; twlrl-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to turn (something) around and around quickly ■ 
twirl a baton 

2 [no obj] : to turn or spin around and around ■ They twirled 
past us on the dance floor. • The cheerleaders jumped and 
twirled. • The kite twisted and twirled in the wind. 

3 [+ obj] : to twist or wrap (something) around something ■ 
He was nervously twirling his hair. [=tuming a lock of his 
hair over and over again with his finger] ■ The chef twirled 
the noodles around his fork. 

— twirl*er /'twa4a*/ noun, pi -ers [count] • The baton twirlers 
preceded the marching band in the parade. 

2 twirl noun, pi twirls [count] : an act of turning or spinning 



twist • two-faced 


1776 


around quickly ■ The dancers executed perfect twirls. 

1 twist /'twist/ verb twists; twist-ed; twist-ing 

1 1+ obj\ a : to bend or turn (something) in order to change 
its shape ■ The toy can be twisted into different shapes. ■ She 
twisted balloons into the shapes of different animals, b : to 
bend or turn (something) into a shape or position that is not 
normal or natural ■ The antenna was twisted out of shape. ■ 
The car was a heap of twisted metal after the accident. ■ She 
twisted [=contorted] her face as if she was about to cry. ■ He 
twists his lip into an odd expression when he’s thinking. 

2 : to turn (something) in a circular motion with your hand 
[+ obj] twist the dials on the radio [no obj ] The bottle cap 
twists off. 

3 (+ obj] : to pull off or break (something) by turning it — 
often + off* He twisted a small branch off the tree. 

4 [no obj] : to turn a part of your body around : to change 
your position • Everyone in the audience twisted in their 
seats to see what made the noise. ■ He twisted around to face 
me. 

5 [+ obj] : to hurt (your ankle, knee, wrist, etc.) by turning it 
too far ■ I twisted my ankle playing softball. 

6 [+ obj] : to combine several threads or wires by wrapping 
them around one another ■ Twist the wire ends together to 
make an electrical connection. ■ Rope is made by twisting 
many threads together. 

7 : to wrap or wind (something) around something [+ obj] I 
like the way she twists [=coils, wraps] that scarf around her 
neck, [no obj] Ivy twisted [-wound] around the columns of 
the porch. 

8 [+ obj] : to change the meaning of (something, such as a 
word) unfairly ■ He was accused of twisting [distorting] the 
facts. ■ He twisted my words [=he repeated what I said in a 
way that had a different meaning] and made it seem like I 
was angry. 

9 [no obj] : to curve or change direction suddenly * Be care¬ 
ful, the road twists up ahead. ■ a twisting path 

twist and turn 1 : to curve or change direction often ■ The 
road along the coast twists and turns. 2 : to move with 
twisting motions : to be restless and to change position of¬ 
ten ■ A little boy was twisting and turning [=moving a lot] in 
the seat behind me. 

twist someone’s arm 1 : to grab someone’s arm and bend 
it in order to cause pain ■ He twisted my arm behind my 
back and forced me into the car. 2 informal : to try to 
force someone to do something ■ My wife really had to 
twist my arm to get me to apologize to my boss. — see also 

ARM-TWISTING 

twist the knife (in the wound) see 'knife 
2 twist noun, pi twists [count] 

1 : an act of turning or twisting ■ a simple twist of the wrist ■ 
The jar should open with a twist of the lid. 

2 : a turn, curve, or bend in a road, river, etc. ■ The road has 
some nasty twists. ■ The coastal road had many twists and 
turns. 

3 a : an unexpected or strange occurrence ■ The plot has 
many twists. [-surprises ] ■ It was a film noir with some clever 
twists. • In an unusual twist, the police arrested one of their 
own. ■ They were brought together by a strange twist of fate. 
b : something new created by changing something slightly ■ 
It’s a new twist [= variation] on an old recipe. 

4 : a small piece of lemon or lime peel used to flavor a drink 
■ a diet cola with a twist of lemon 

5 the twist : a lively dance from the 1960s in which dancers 
twist their bodies quickly from side to side ■ We did the twist, 
get your knickers in a twist see knickers 

round the twist Brit, informal : crazy ■ Her constant com¬ 
plaining is driving me round the twist. [=((/£) around the 
bend] 

twist«ed /‘twistod/ adj [more most ~] : strange and un¬ 
pleasant : not normal ■ He has a twisted [=$icfc] sense of hu¬ 
mor. 

twist-er /'twiste/ noun, pi -ers [count] US, somewhat infor¬ 
mal : tornado — see also tongue twister 
twist tie noun, pi ~ ties [count] US : a small piece of wire 
that you use to close something (such as a plastic bag) by 
twisting the ends together 

twit /'twit/ noun, pi twits [count] informal : a stupid or fool¬ 
ish person ■ Only a complete twit would insult his hosts. 

1 twitch /'twitf/ verb twitclves; twitched; twftch-ing 
1 [no obj] : to make a slight, sudden movement that is not 
controlled or deliberate ■ His left leg twitched. ■ Her mouth 
was twitching as she began to cry. 


2 [+ obj] : to move or pull (something) with a sudden motion 
■ The rabbit twitched its ears. 

2 twitch noun, pi twitches [count] 

1 : a slight, sudden movement of a muscle or body part that 
you do not control ■ sudden muscle twitches ■ a twitch of pain 

2 : a sudden and quick movement or change ■ Economists 
are studying every twitch and hiccup of the business cycle. 

- twitchy /'twitfi/ adj twitch-i-er; twitch*i*est [also more 

most ~] 

twitch-er /‘twitfa j noun, pi -ers [count] Brit, informal 
: BIRD-WATCHER 

1 twit'ter /'twite/ verb -ters; -tered; -terming 

1 : to make fast and usually high sounds [no obj] The birds 
were twittering in the trees. [+ obj] A robin twittered its 
morning song. 

2 [no obj] : to talk in a quick and informal way about unim¬ 
portant things ■ What are those people twittering about? 

2 twitter noun, pi -ters [count] 

1 : the short, high sounds that birds make ■ The twitter of 
songbirds filled the air. 

2 ; a light, silly laugh ■ The teacher heard twitters [=giggles] 
coming from the back of the classroom. 

in a twitter informal: very nervous or excited about some¬ 
thing. ■ She was all in a twitter about the birthday party. 
— see also atwitter 

twittering noun, pi -ings [count] : 2 twitter ■ the twittering 
of the birds 

tWO /'Xu:/ noun, pi twos 

1 [count] : the number 2 

2 [count] : the second in a set or series ■ page two 

3 [noncount] : two o’clock ■ It was two in the morning. 
a bird in the hand is worth two in the bush see bird 
a thing or two see thing 

in two : into two equal parts : in half ■ He cut the apple in 
two. 

in twos : in groups of two ■ You will be working in twos. [=in 
pairs] 

in two shakes see 2 shake 
it takes two, it takes two to tango see 'take 
of two minds, in two minds see 'mind 
put two and two together : to make a correct guess based 
on what you have seen or heard : to figure something out ■ 
You weren’t home so I put two and two together and went 
back to your office to find you. 
put/stick two fingers up at someone see 'finger 
serve two masters see 'serve 

two by two : in groups of two : in pairs ■ The children lined 
up two by two. 
two cents see cent 
two left feet see 'foot 

two’s company, three’s a crowd see company 
two sides of the same coin see 'coin 

— two adj ■ a hvo-hour test ■ I had met him just two days ear¬ 
lier. — two pronoun ■ There are only two left. ■ Come back 
in a week or two. [=come back sometime between one and 
two weeks from now] 

[ Do not confuse two with to or too. \ 

tWO—bit /'tu:'bit/ adj, always used before a noun, informal 
: not very important or valuable ■ a two-bit thief/town/opin¬ 
ion 

tWO bits noun [plural] US, old-fashioned : twenty-five cents ■ 
I remember when you could buy a cup of coffee for two bits. 
two—by—four /rfurbai'foa-/ noun, pi -fours [count] US : a 
piece of wood that has been cut to be long and straight so 
that it can be used for building things and that is about 2 
inches thick and 4 inches wide ■ We used two-by-fours to 
build the porch. 

two-dimensional adj 

1 : having only two dimensions (such as length and width) ■ 
a two-dimensional [=flat] map/image 

2 [more most ~] disapproving : not having qualities that 
are like the qualities of a real person ■ The characters in this 
novel are two-dimensional and the story is shallow. 

two-edged adj 

1 : having a blade that is sharp on both sides : having two 
sharp edges ■ a two-edged knife 

2 : able to be understood in two different ways : having two 
different meanings ■ There was a two-edged message in the 
speech. ■ Fame is a two-edged sword. [=there are both good 
and bad parts of fame] 

tWO—faced /'tu:'feist/ adj [more most ~] informal + dis- 
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approving : not honest or sincere : saying different things to 
different people in order to get their approval instead of 
speaking and behaving honestly • two-faced [=hypocritical\ 
politicians • He’s a two-faced liar. 
tWO*fold /'tu:,fould/ adj 

1 : twice as much or as many • a twofold increase in spending 

2 : having two parts ■ The aims of the study are twofold. 

— two-fold /'tui'fould/ adv ■ Our funding increased twofold 
last year. 

two-hand-ed /'tui'hamdad/ adi 

1 : using or needing both hands • a two-handed sword ■ She 
scored a point with a two-handed backhand. ■ He made a 
two-handed catch. 

2 : needing two people • a two-handed saw 
two—handler /'tui'h^enda-/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : something that is done with both hands ■ She hit a two- 
hander [=a two-handed tennis shot] down the line. 

2 : a play that is written to be performed by two actors 
two*pence /'Upans/ noun [noncount] Brit : the sum of two 

pence — called also tuppence /'Lvpans/ 
tWO—piece suit noun, pi ~ suits [count]: a suit consisting 
of a jacket with matching pants or a jacket with a matching 
skirt — compare three-piece suit 
tWO—ply /'tui'plai/ adj - having two layers of material ■ two- 
ply cotton underwear • two-ply toilet paper 
tWO—Seater noun, pi -ers [count] : a car, airplane, or piece 
of furniture that only has enough seating space for two peo¬ 
ple • His new car is a little two-seater. 
tWO*SOme /'tu:sam/ noun, pi -somes [count] : a group of 
two people or things ■ They became a twosome [=couple] af¬ 
ter their second year of college. • We were the first twosome 
out on the golf course this morning, 
two-time /'tu:,taim/ verb -times; -timed; -tim-ing infor¬ 
mal : to be unfaithful to (your husband, wife, partner, etc.) 
by having a sexual relationship with someone else [+ obj] He 
two-timed [=cheated on] his girlfriend with her best friend. 
[no obj] She finally dumped her two-timing [= unfaithful] hus¬ 
band. 

— two-tim-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

two—tone /'tui'toun/ adj, always used before a noun : having 
two colors or two shades of one color ■ a two-tone paint job ■ 
two-tone shoes 

two-way adj 

1 : moving or allowing movement in both directions ■ two- 
way traffic ■ a two-way street —compare one-way, three- 
way 

2 : involving two people or groups ■ Communication is a 
two-way process. ■ Trust between two people is a two-way 
street. [=trust requires effort from both people] — compare 
ONE-WAY, THREE-WAY 

3 : made to send and receive messages ■ a two-way radio 

— compare one-way 

two-way mirror noun.pl ~ -rors [count ]: one-way mir¬ 
ror 

TX abbr Texas 

ty*COOn /tai'kuin/ noun, pi -coons [count] : a very wealthy 
and powerful business person ■ a business/media/oil/ship¬ 
ping tycoon 

tying present participle of 2 TIE 

tyke also tike /'talk/ noun, pi tykes also tikes [count] infor¬ 
mal 

1 : a small child ■ an active tyke 

2 Brit : a person from Yorkshire 

ty m pa n i variant spelling of timpani 
tym*pa*num /'timpanam/ noun, pi -na /-na/ also -nums 
[count] technical : eardrum 
1 /'taip/ noun, pi types 

1 [count] : a particular kind or group of things or people ■ 
What type [=sort] of food do you like? ■ We were not pre¬ 
pared to face this type of crisis. ■ We studied various types of 
trees. ■ a seedless type of orange ■ Allergies of this type [=kind] 
are common. • He only likes two types of music. ■ She likes 
all types of books. — see also blood type 

2 [singular] : a particular kind of person • She’s a real out¬ 
doors type. [=she loves hiking, camping, etc., in the outdoors] 
• The dinner guests were mostly urban types. [=people who 
lived in the city] ■ He’s not her type. [=he is not the kind of 
man she is attracted to] ■ Her mother is not the type to com¬ 
plain. [=she does not often complain] 

3 [noncount] a : printed letters ■ italic type b : small metal 


blocks that are used for printing letters and numbers on pa¬ 
per ■ lead type 
revert to type see revert 
2 type verb types; typed; typ-ing 

1 : to write with a computer keyboard or typewriter [no 
obj] How fast can you type! ■ I never learned how to type. [+ 
obj] Type your name here. ■ She asked her secretary to type a 
memo. — sometimes + up ■ Can you type this up for me? 

2 [+ obj] technical : to find out what group something is in ■ 
The lab will type this blood sample. [=the lab will determine 
what type of blood the sample is] 

— typing noun [noncount] • genetic typing 

type*cast /'taip,k£est, Brit 'taip,ka:st/ verb -casts; -cast; 
-cast-ing [+ obj] : to always give (an actor or actress) the 
same kind of role : to cause people to think that (an actor or 
actress) should always play the same kind of role ■ Her televi¬ 
sion work typecast her as a helpless victim. — often used as 
(be) typecast ■ He feared being typecast as a criminal. 
type*face /'taip,feis/ noun, pi -fac»es [count] : a set of let¬ 
ters, numbers, etc., that are all in the same style and that are 
used in printing : FONT ■ The book’s typeface is very elegant. 
type*set*ting /'taip,setii)/ noun [noncount] : the process or 
job of arranging type for printing ■ a typesetting system 

— type*set /'taip,set/ verb [+ obj] ■ typeset a magazine article 
— type-set-ter /'taip,setay noun, pi -ters [count] • The 
manuscript has been sent to the typesetter. 

type*writ*er /'taip.raita-/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a machine 
that prints letters or figures on a sheet of paper when a per¬ 
son pushes its keys 

type*writ*ing /*taip,raitio/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the use of a typewriter 

2 : writing done with a typewriter 

type*writ*ten /'taip.ntn/ adj : written by using a typewriter 
or a computer ■ five typewritten [-typed] pages 
ty*phoid /'tai,foid/ noun [noncount] medical : a serious dis¬ 
ease that is passed from one person to another in dirty food 
or water — called also typhoid fever 
ty-phoon /tai'fuin/ noun, pi -phoons [count] : an extreme¬ 
ly large, powerful, and destructive storm that occurs espe¬ 
cially in the region of the Philippines or the China Sea 
ty*phus /'taifas/ noun [noncount] medical : a serious disease 
that is carried by small insects that live on the bodies of peo¬ 
ple and animals and that causes high fever, headache, and a 
dark red rash — called also typhus fever 
tvp«i»cal /'tipikal/ adj [more —; most ~] 

1 : normal for a person, thing, or group : average or usual ■ 
We had a typical [=normal] New England winter. • a typical 
example ■ It was his typical response. • It was typical of her to 
be late. [=she’s often late] 

2 : happening in the usual way ■ It was a typical Saturday 
night for us. ■ a typical scenario ■ We wanted him to have the 
typical college experience of living on campus. 

typ*i*cal*ly /'tipikli/ adv [more most ~] 

1 : generally or normally — used to say what normally hap¬ 
pens ■ Typically, the members of our staff receive little recog¬ 
nition. ■ We typically go for coffee after our walk. ■ These re¬ 
citals typically [=usualty] last one hour. ■ I typically order the 
steak when I eat there. 

2 : in the usual way — used to describe what is normal or 
expected of a certain place, person, situation, etc. ■ Typically, 
she was late. [=she was late, as she often/usually is] • I tried to 
get him to talk, but he was typically reluctant to say any¬ 
thing. ■ They serve typically American food. [=the kind of 
food that is usual/typical in America] 

typ*i*fy /'tipa,fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy*ing [+ obj] 

1 : to represent what is normal for (something) : to be a 
good or typical example of (something) ■ His heroic actions 
typified the courage of all the firefighters at the scene. ■ The 
decor typifies the elegance of royal residences. ■ He typifies 
what a professional athlete should be. 

2 : to have the usual characteristics of (something) : to be a 
typical part or feature of (something) ■ Gothic architecture is 
typified by soaring rooflines and stained glass. 

typ*ist /'taipist/ noun, pi -ists [count] 

1 : a person who uses a typewriter or a computer keyboard ■ 
She’s a good/poor typist. [=she types well/badly] 

2 : a person who works in an office and whose main job is 
typing letters, memos, etc. 

ty*pO /'taipou/ noun, pi -pos [count] informal : a mistake 
(such as a misspelled word) in typed or printed text ■ I spot¬ 
ted three typos on the menu. 

ty*pog*ra*pher /tai'paigrafa-/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a per- 
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son whose job is to choose the style, arrangement, or appear¬ 
ance of printed letters on a page : a person who is skilled in 
typography 

ty-pog«ra*phy /tai'paigrafi/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the work of producing printed pages from written mate¬ 
rial 

2 : the style, arrangement, or appearance of printed letters 
on a page 

— ty-po*graph*i-cal /.taipa'gnefikal/ also ty»po*graph*lc 

/,taip3'gr£efik/ adj ■ The book contains a number of typo¬ 
graphical errors. [ =(informal ) typos] — ty-po-graph*i*cal- 
ly /,taip3'gr£efikli/ adv 

ty-pol-o-gy /tai'paitacfei/ noun, pi -gies [count, noncount] 
formal: a system used for putting things into groups accord¬ 
ing to how they are similar : the study of how things can be 
divided into different types 

— ty*po*log*i*cal Ataipa'laicfeikal/ adj 
ty*ran*ni'Cal /ta'rsemkal/ adj [more most ~] : using 

power over people in a way that is cruel and unfair ■ a tyran¬ 
nical dictatorship * Everyone was afraid of their overbearing 
and tyrannical boss. 

— ty*ran«ni*caMy /ta'rsmkli/ adv 

tyr-an-nize also Brit tyr*an»nise /'tira.naiz/ verb -niz-es; 
-nized; -niz-ing : to use power to treat (people) in a cruel 
and unfair way [+ obj] a government that tyrannizes its own 
people ■ The owner of the company is nothing but a bully 
who tyrannizes his employees. [=who behaves like a tyrant 
toward his employees] [no obj] — + over ■ He tyrannizes over 
his employees. 

ty*ran*no*sau*rus /ta^Eena'sores/ noun, pi -rushes 


[count] : a very large meat-eating dinosaur — called also T. 
rex, tyrannosaurus rex /-'rcks/ 

tyr-an-nous /'tiranas/ adj , old-fashioned : tyrannical ■ 
tyrannous dictators 
tyr-an-ny /'tirani/ noun, pi -nies 

1 : cruel and unfair treatment by people with power over 
others [noncount] The refugees were fleeing tyranny. • He 
was dedicated to ending the tyranny of slavery. ■ a nation 
ruled by tyranny • the tyranny of the majority [=a situation in 
which a group of people are treated unfairly because their 
situation is different from the situation of most of the people 
in a democratic country] [count] She felt lost in the bureau¬ 
cratic tyrannies of the university system. — sometimes used 
figuratively ■ the tyrannies of fashion 

2 [count] : a government in which all power belongs to one 
person : the rule or authority of a tyrant ■ The king sought 
an absolute tyranny over the colonies. 

ty-rant /'tairant/ noun, pi -rants [count] 

1 : a ruler who has complete power over a country and who 
is cruel and unfair • The country was ruled by a corrupt ty¬ 
rant [=despot] for decades. 

2 : someone who uses power in a cruel and unfair way • Our 
boss is a real tyrant. 

tyre Brit spelling o/ 2 tire 

ty-ro /'tai,rou/ noun, pi -ros [count] : a person who has just 
started learning or doing something : a beginner or novice ■ 
Most of the people in the class were tyros like me. 
tzar, tzarina, tzarist variant spellings of CZAR, czarina, 

CZARIST 


u 


U or U /*ju:/ noun, pi u’s or U’s /'ju:z/ 

1 : the 21st letter of the English alphabet [count] There are 
three u’s in “unusual.” [noncount] a word that starts with u 

2 [count] Brit : a grade given to a student whose work is 
judged as not satisfactory 

U. abbr university 

U-bend noun, pi -bends [count] Brit, technical: ‘trap 5 
liber- also uber- /'u:b &/ prefix, informal 

1 — used to indicate that someone is a great or extreme ex¬ 
ample of a particular kind of person • an utercelebrity 

2 : better, larger, or greater than : SUPER- • He is ubercooX. • 
an wfeerexpensive diamond ring 

ubiq*ui«tOUS /ju'bikwatas/ adj [more most ~] : seeming 
to be seen everywhere • ubiquitous celebrities ■ The compa¬ 
ny’s advertisements are ubiquitous. 

- ublq-ui-tous-ly adv - ubiq-ul-tous-ness noun [non- 
count] — ubiq-ui*ty /ju'bikwati/ noun [noncount] formal ■ 
the ubiquity of the company’s ads 
U-boat /'ju:,bout/ noun, pi -boats [count] : a German sub¬ 
marine 

ud-der /'Ada-/ noun, pi -ders [count]: the bag-shaped part of 
a cow, goat, etc., that hangs below the belly and produces 
milk 

UFO /Ju^ePou/ noun, pi UFO’s or UFOs /JuiiEPouz/ 
[count] : a flying object in the sky that some people believe 
could be a spaceship from another planet • a UFO sighting 
UFO is as an abbreviation of “unidentified flying object.” 
ugh /'Ag/ interj, informal — used to show that you are an¬ 
noyed, disgusted, or upset about something ■ Ugh , I can’t 
stand that movie. 

Ug«ly /Vgli/ adj ug-ll-er; -est [also more most ~] 

T a : unpleasant to look at : not pretty or attractive « That 
house is ugly. ■ an ugly person ■ an ugly shade of green ■ (in¬ 
formal) That dog of yours is (as) ugly as sin. [=very ugly] b 
: unpleasant to hear • an ugly sound/voice 

2 : offensive or disgusting • ugly habits ■ an ugly racial slur 

3 : very bad or unpleasant • They avoided what could have 
been an ugly situation. ■ Things could get/turn ugly. [=nasty] • 
He has an ugly disposition/temper. 

rear its ugly head see ‘head 


— ug-li-ness /'Aglinas/ noun [noncount] 

ugly duckling noun, pi ~ -lings [count] : a person or thing 
that is not attractive or successful but that is likely to be¬ 
come attractive or successful in the future ■ The house is an 
ugly duckling, but it has a lot of potential. ■ an ugly duckling 
that has become a beautiful swan [=an ugly/unsuccessful 
person or thing that has become beautiful/successful] 

Uh /'a/ interj, chiefly US, informal — used when you hesitate 
because you are not sure about what to say ■ “What time is 
it?” “ Uh , I’m not sure.” ■ Do you want to, uh, go out some¬ 
time? 

UHF abbr ultra high frequency Ultra high frequency radio 
waves are used for broadcasting television and some types of 
radio signals. ■ UHF television stations 

Uh—huh /,A'hA but spoken nasally / interj, informal — used to 
show that you agree or understand ■ “Is that your dog?” “ Uh - 
huh." [=yeah, ye s] ■ “Do you know what I mean?” “ Uh-huh. I 
sure do.” — sometimes used to encourage someone to con¬ 
tinue talking ■ “I’m still kind of worried about tomorrow.” 
"Uh-huh." 

uh-Oh /'a,ou with a stop between the vowels/ interj, chiefly US, 
informal — used when you realize that you are in a bad situ¬ 
ation, that you have made a mistake, etc. ■ Uh-oh , we’re in 
trouble! • Uh-oh. What happened? 

uh—uh /'a, a but spoken nasally / interj, chiefly US, informal — 
used to say no or to emphasize a negative answer to a ques¬ 
tion, request, or offer ■ “Are you going to the party?” “ Uh- 
uh. I have to study.” ■ I won’t do it. Uh-uh. 

UK also U.K. abbr United Kingdom 

uku*le»le /,ju:ka'leili/ noun, pi -les [count] : a musical in¬ 
strument that is like a small guitar with four strings 

Ul-cer /Visa 1 / noun, pi -cers [count] medical : a painful, sore 
area inside or outside the body ■ a stomach ulcer • a skin ul¬ 
cer — see also peptic ulcer 

ul*cer*ate /*Alsa,reit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-lng [no obj] 
medical : to form an ulcer ■ The wound began to ulcerate. 

— ulcerated aclj ■ an ulcerated wound [=a wound that has 
formed an ulcer or many ulcers] ■ an ulcerated stomach/ 
throat — ul*cer*a*tlon /.Alsa'reifan/ noun, pi -tions 
[count, noncount] 
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Ul*na /'Aina/ noun, pi -nae or -nas [count] medical : the 
bone in the lower part of your arm on the side that is oppo¬ 
site to your thumb — see picture at human 
ill*te*ri*Or /jAl'tirijay adj : kept hidden in order to get a par¬ 
ticular result ■ I think she has an ulterior motive for helping 
us. [=she has a secret reason for wanting to help us] 
1 ul«ti«mate /'Altamat/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : happening or coming at the end of a process, series of 
events, etc. ■ Their ultimate [-final] destination was Paris. ■ 
What was the ultimate [=final, eventual] outcome/result? ■ 
Their ultimate fate has not yet been decided. ■ I never doubt¬ 
ed their ultimate success. (=1 never doubted that they would 
eventually succeed] ■ The president has ultimate [=final] au¬ 
thority/control/responsibility over the decision. ■ Our ulti¬ 
mate aim/goal/purpose is to increase production. 

2 : greatest or most extreme — used to say that something 
or someone is the greatest or most extreme example of a par¬ 
ticular type of thing or person ■ He says that dying for your 
country is the ultimate act of patriotism. ■ the ultimate ex¬ 
pression of love ■ the ultimate betrayal/challenge ■ He was 
the ultimate hero. 

3 — used to refer to the original or basic source or cause of 
something ■ They traced the river back to its ultimate source. 
■ Lack of money is the ultimate cause of our problems. 

4 : most distant in space or time ■ the ultimate [-farthest] 
reaches of the universe 

2 ultimate noun 

the ultimate in : the greatest or most extreme form or ex¬ 
ample of (something) ■ This car is the ultimate in safety. 
[=this car is as safe as a car can be] • They provide their 
customers with the ultimate in service. [=with the best pos¬ 
sible service] 

ul-ti-mate-ly /'Altamatli/ adv 

1 : at the end of a process, period of time, etc. ■ He ultimately 
[-finally, eventually] agreed to the deal. ■ I have confidence 
that the plan will ultimately succeed. [=will succeed in the 
end] ■ The changes ultimately proved to be unnecessary. 

2 : at the most basic level : in the central or most important 
way ■ Ultimately, it’s a question of who is more popular. 

ul-ti*ma*tum AAlta'meitam/ noun, pi -turns or -ta /-ta/ 
[count] : a final threat : a promise that force or punishment 
will be used if someone does not do what is wanted ■ She was 
given an ultimatum —work harder or lose her job. 
ul-tra- /.Altra/ prefix 

1 : beyond : extremely : more than is usual ■ ultramodern ■ 
u/traserious 

2 technical : beyond the range or limits of ■ ultraviolet • ul¬ 
trasonic 

ul*tra-ma*rine /^ltrama'riin/ noun [ noncount ] : a very 
bright blue color 

- ultramarine adj 

Ul-tra-SOn*iC AAltro'sainik/ adj — used to describe sounds 
that are too high for humans to hear ■ ultrasonic frequencies 
ul-tra-sound /'Altra^aund/ noun, pi -sounds 

1 [noncount] : a type of sound that is too high for humans to 
hear 

2 medical : a method of producing images of the inside of 
the body by using a machine that produces sound waves 
which are too high to be heard [noncount] They used ultra¬ 
sound to examine his heart. ■ She had an ultrasound exam/ 
examination this morning, [count] She had an ultrasound 
this morning. 

3 [count] : an image that is made using ultrasound ■ She 
showed me an ultrasound of her unborn baby. 

ul-tra-vi-o-let AAltra'vajalat/ adj, technical — used to de¬ 
scribe rays of light that cannot be seen and that are slightly 
shorter than the rays of violet light ■ ultraviolet light/radia¬ 
tion 

ul«u*late /'Alj3,leit, 'juiljaileit/ verb -lates; -lat*ed; -lathing 

[no obj] literary : to cry loudly ■ a widow ululating in sorrow 

- ul-u-la-tion /^IjaMei/an, ,ju:lj3'lei/3n/ noun, pi -tions 
[count, noncount] 

UITI /'Am or a prolonged m sound/ interj — used when you 
hesitate because you are not sure about what to say ■ “Are 
you coming to the party?” “ Um , I think so.” 
um*ber /'Amboy noun [noncount] : a dark, yellowish brown 
color 

- umber adj 

um*bil-i*cal cord /,Am'bilik3l-/ noun, pi cords [count] 
: a long, narrow tube that connects an unborn baby to the 
placenta of its mother — sometimes used figuratively ■ The 


time has come to cut/sever the umbilical cord that keeps us 
dependent on foreign aid. 

um-brage /'Ambncfe/ noun [noncount] formal : a feeling of 
being offended by what someone has said or done — usually 
used in the phrase take umbrage ■ I imagine some people will 
take umbrage [=will be offended] when they hear the quote. 

— often + ar'I take umbrage at [=1 am offended by] that re¬ 
mark. 

um«breMa /,Am'brEl3/ noun, 
pi -las [count] 

1 : a device that is used for 
protection from the rain and 
sun *> An umbrella consists of 
a circle of fabric attached to a 
folding frame that is connect¬ 
ed to a central pole or handle. ■ 

You shouldn’t go out in the 
rain without an umbrella. ■ a 
beach umbrella 

2 : a group or organization 
that includes many smaller 
groups — often used before 
another noun ■ an umbrella corporation 

3 : something that includes several or many different things 
■ The store sells Indian, Asian, and Middle Eastern foods un¬ 
der the umbrella of international cuisine. — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ I used the heading "Odds and Ends” as 
an umbrella term for items that did not fit anywhere else. • I 
bought an umbrella policy that insures my car, jewelry, and 
house. 

um-laut / l u:m,laut/ noun, pi -lauts [count]: a mark “ placed 
over a vowel (such as a u in German) to indicate a specific 
pronunciation 

1 um-pire /'Am.pajay noun, pi -pires [count] : a person who 
controls play and makes sure that players act according to 
the rules in a sports event (such as a baseball game or a 
cricket or tennis match) 

2 umpire verb -pires; -pired; -pir-ing : to be an umpire in a 
sports event (such as a baseball game) [+ obj] Who umpired 
the game? [no obj] Who umpired? 

ump*teen /'Amp,ti:n/ adj, informal : very many ■ I have 
umpteen things to do today. [=1 have a lot of things to do to¬ 
day] 

— ump-teenth / , Amp,ti:n0/ adj ■ That’s the umpteenth time 
you’ve said that. 

UN also U.N. abbr United Nations 

un- /,An /prefix 

1 : not ■ unhappy ■ unpleasant ■ unlawful ■ unskilled ■ un¬ 
breakable ■ unwise 

2 : opposite of : contrary to ■ unethical ■ unconstitutional • 
ungodly ■ unorthodox 

3 : do the opposite of : reverse (a specified action) ■ untie ■ 
undress ■ unscrew ■ unfold 

4 : remove (a specified thing) from ■ uncork a wine bottle ■ 
uncover • unleash 

urvabashed /.Ana'bceft/ adj [more most ~]: not embar¬ 
rassed or ashamed about openly expressing strong feelings 
or opinions ■ She is an unabashed supporter/admirer of the 
president’s policies. 

— un-abash-ed-ly AAna'bEeJadli/ adv ■ They’re unabashed¬ 
ly proud of their son’s accomplishments. 

un*abat*ed /.Ana'beitad/ adj : continuing at full strength or 
force without becoming weaker ■ The rain continued un¬ 
abated. • Her popularity remains unabated . 

Uivable /,An'eib3l/ adj, not used before a noun : not able to 
do something ■ I was unable to afford the trip. ■ He was un¬ 
able to play tennis after the injury. 

un-abridged /^na'bncfed/ adj • not shortened by leaving 
out some parts : not abridged ■ an unabridged reprint of a 
novel ■ an unabridged dictionary 
un‘ac*cept-able AAnik'scptabal/ adj : not pleasing or wel¬ 
come : not acceptable • socially unacceptable behavior ■ a 
word that is unacceptable in formal English • Some of her 
ideas were unacceptable to other people. 

— un-ac-cept-ably AAnik'scptabli/ adv ■ The unemploy¬ 
ment rate is unacceptably high. 

un-aC-COm*pa*nied /.Ana'kAmpanid/ adj 
1 a : without another person : alone "He attended the par¬ 
ty unaccompanied. ■ Unaccompanied children are not al¬ 
lowed in the store. • She arrived at the party unaccompanied 
by [=without] her husband, b : not together with something 
specified ■ All we’ve had from him is a lot of talk unaccom- 
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panied by any real effort to solve the problem. 

2 music : played or sung without another musical instru¬ 
ment or singer ■ a piece written for an unaccompanied cello ■ 
an unaccompanied solo 

un-ac-COUnt-able /^na'kauntabal/ adj, formal 

1 : not able to be explained : strange or mysterious ■ She has 
shown an unaccountable reluctance to accept their offer. 

2 a : not required to explain actions or decisions — usually 
+ to ■ judges who are not elected and so are unaccountable to 
the public • He remains unaccountable to the voters, b : not 
required to be responsible for something — usually + for • 
Despite all the problems he has caused, he remains unac¬ 
countable for his mistakes. 

Un*ac»COUnt-ably /^na'kauntsbli/ adv, formal : in a way 
that is difficult to explain or understand ■ She was looking 
unaccountably upset. : for reasons that are hard to under¬ 
stand ■ Unaccountably, the problem was ignored. 
un*ac-COUnt-ed /.Ana'kauntad/ adj 
unaccounted for — used to say that what happened to 
someone or something is not known ■ Many people were 
unaccounted for after the disaster. ■ A great deal of money 
remains unaccounted for. [=no one knows what happened 
to the money] 

un-ac-cus-tomed /^ns'kAStamd/ adj, formal 

1 : not usual or common : not customary ■ They responded 
to our request with unaccustomed speed. 

2 : not familiar with something so that it does not seem nor¬ 
mal or usual : not used to something — + to ■ Her pets are 
unaccustomed to travel/traveling. ■ She was unaccustomed to 
fame. 

un-ac-knowbedged AAmk'nailicfcd/ adj : not recog¬ 
nized, accepted, or admitted : not acknowledged • He had a 
powerful and largely unacknowledged effect on the outcome 
of the election. 

un*ac-quaint-ed /^na'kweintad/ adj 

1 : not having knowledge about something : not having seen 
or experienced something — often + with ■ I am unacquaint¬ 
ed with her books. [=1 have never read or heard about her 
books] 

2 : not having met: not knowing each other in a personal or 
social way ■ unacquainted cousins — often + with ■ AJthough 
they both lived in the same small town, my friend was unac¬ 
quainted with my brother. 

urvadorned /^na'doa'nd/ adj : not decorated or fancy 
: not adorned ■ The room is unadorned and very plain. ■ I 
like her unadorned [=simple, plain] writing style. 

un*adul-ter-at-ed /,An3'dAit3,reit3d/ adj 

1 : not having anything added : not adulterated : pure ■ un¬ 
adulterated foods 

2 : complete and total ■ They felt unadulterated happiness. ■ 
unadulterated nonsense 

Un*ad-ven*tur-OUS /^nad'ventfaras /most ~] 

1 : afraid to do or try new and dangerous or exciting things ■ 
an unadventurous eater/cook ■ When it comes to travel, she’s 
veiy unadventurous. 

2 : not exciting or unusual ■ an unadventurous film/menu ■ 
I’ve lived a pretty unadventurous life. 

un*af"fect*ed AAna'fektad/ adj 

1 : not influenced or changed mentally, physically, or chem¬ 
ically ■ They shortened the book when they made the movie, 
but the basic story remained unaffected. — often + by • Her 
concentration was unaffected (=was not affected] by the con¬ 
stant noise. 

2 : genuine, sincere, or natural ■ He has a friendly and unaf 
fected manner. 

un*af-fil*i-at-ed /,An3'fili,eit3d/ adj : not connected with 
something (such as a program or organization) as a member 
or partner ■ Two of the candidates are unaffiliated with any 
political party. ■ Unaffiliated voters cannot vote in a party’s 
primary election. 

urvafraid /,An3'freid/ adj, not used before a noun : not 
frightened or fearful : not afraid ■ He is unafraid of failure. ■ 
They were unafraid to take a chance. 
un*aid-ed /,An'eid3d/ ad) : without help : not aided ■ pa¬ 
tients who can get out of bed unaided [=unassisted] ■ The 
stars are visible to the unaided eye. [=the stars can be seen 
without using a telescope or binoculars] 
un*alien*able AAn'eilijsnabsl/ adj, chiefly US, formal : im¬ 
possible to take away or give up : inalienable ■ unalien¬ 
able rights 

un-aligned AAns'laind/ adj : not associated with other 
groups, nations, etc. : not aligned ■ candidates unaligned 


with any party ■ unaligned nations 
un*aMoyed /.Ans'loid/ adj : not mixed with something else 
: pure ■ ( technical ) unalloyed metals ■ (literary) unalloyed 
happiness 

un*al>ter>able /,An'a:lt3r3b3l/ adj - not capable of being 
changed or altered ■ unalterable conditions 

— un-al-ter-ably /.An'cultarsbli/ adv ■ They are unalterably 
opposed to any increase in taxes. 

un*al*tered /,An'a:lted/ adj l not changed or altered : re¬ 
maining in an original state ■ unaltered photographs ■ an un¬ 
altered landscape 

Un*am-big-U'OUS /^nzem'bigjswss/ adj [more most ~] 
: clearly expressed or understood : not ambiguous ■ She 
gave a clear, unambiguous answer. ■ unambiguous evidence 

— un-am-big-u-ous-ly adv 

un-am-bi-tious /,An2em'bif3s/ adj [more most ~] : feel¬ 
ing or showing a lack of ambition ■ an unambitious worker/ 
movie 

un-Amer-i-can /.Ans'menksn/ adj : not agreeing with 
American values, principles, or traditions ■ If you ask me, 
failing to vote is downright un-American. ■ They were ac¬ 
cused of un-American activities, 
unan-i-mous /ju'nEensmss/ adj 

1 : agreed to by everyone ■ a unanimous vote ■ The judges 
made a unanimous ruling. 

2 not used before a noun : having the same opinion — often 
+ in ■ The councillors were unanimous in their approval of 
the report. [=they all approved the report] 

— una-nim-i-ty /,juins'mmati/ noun [noncount] ■ I was sur¬ 
prised by the unanimity of their decision. — unan*i- 
mous-ly adv ■ They voted unanimously. 

un*an*nOUnced /,An3‘naunst/ adj : surprising and unex¬ 
pected : not having been announced or spoken about before 

■ The teacher gave the students an unannounced test. • They 
arrived unannounced at my door. 

un*an*swer*able /^n'jensarabal/ adj 

1 : not capable of being answered ■ an unanswerable ques¬ 
tion 

2 : impossible to prove wrong ■ The argument is unanswer¬ 
able. [= irrefutable ] 

un-arvswered /^n'zensa'd/ adj 

1 : without a reply : not answered ■ Our questions went un¬ 
answered. [=our questions were not answered] 

2 US, sports : scored during a time when an opponent fails to 
score ■ The team scored 20 unanswered points in the third 
quarter. (=the team scored 20 points and the opposing team 
did not score any] 

un*an-tic-i-pat-ed /.Ansen'tisspeitsd/ adj [more most 
~] : not expected or anticipated : not thought of as a possi¬ 
bility ■ The new policy has had some unanticipated side ef¬ 
fects. ■ unanticipated problems 

urvapol-o-get'ic /^ns^cula'cfeetik/ adj : not feeling or 
showing regret or shame : not apologetic ■ She was unapolo- 
getic about her remarks. ■ He’s an unapologetic liberal/con¬ 
servative. 

— un-apol-o-get-i-cal-ly AAna^aila'cfoetikli/ adv ■ an un- 
apologetically old-fashioned person 

un*ap'peal-ing /,An3'pi:lir)/ adj [more most ~] : not at¬ 
tractive or appealing ■ The decorations were unappealing. ■ 
an unappealing choice ■ an unappealing color/taste 
un*ap'pe-tiz-ing also Brit un-ap-pe-tis*ing 
/.An'seps^aizig/ adj [more most ~] : not appealing to a 
person’s taste : not attractive or appetizing ■ The food 
looked unappetizing. ■ an unappetizing book title 
un*ap-pre-ci-at-ed AAns'priiJi.eitsd/ adj [more —: most 
—] : not given the respect or thanks that is deserved : not ap¬ 
preciated ■ I feel unappreciated at work. ■ She was an unap¬ 
preciated genius. ■ Her efforts/talents were unappreciated. 
un*ap-proach-able /^na'proutfabal/ adj [more most 
~] : not easy to talk to or deal with : having an unfriendly 
manner : not approachable ■ a cold and unapproachable per¬ 
son 

un*ar-gu-able /^n'aa^jawabal/ adj, formal : certain or 
clearly true : not open to doubt or argument : INARGUABLE 

■ unarguable evidence/proof 

— un*ar-gu*ably /,An'a»gj9W3bli/ adv 
unharmed / 1 An , a3'md/ adj 

1 : not having a weapon : not armed • an unarmed security 
guard 

2 : not using or involving a weapon ■ unarmed robbery/com¬ 
bat 
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unashamed /iAn,VJeimd/ adj : not feeling or showing 
shame or guilt : not ashamed ■ He is unashamed of his patri¬ 
otism. ■ She was unashamed to tell the truth. 

— un-asham-ed-ly /.Ana'Jeimsdli/ adv ■ He unashamedly 
began to cry. 

un-asked /.An'seskt, Brit ,An'a:skt/ adj ‘ not asked ■ He felt 
that there were many unasked questions after his demonstra¬ 
tion. 

unasked for : not requested : not asked for ■ unasked for 
advice ■ What they did was unwanted and unasked for. 
un*as*sail*able AAns'seibbsl/ adj, formal : not able to be 
doubted, attacked, or questioned ■ an unassailable [=undeni¬ 
able , indisputable 1 fact/truth 

— un-as-sail-ably /^ns'seilsbli/ adv 

un-as-ser-tive /,An3*s»tiv/ adj [more most ~]: not talk¬ 

ing or behaving in a loud and confident way : not assertive ■ 
a modest, unassertive person ■ an unassertive manner 

un-as-sist-ed /,An3'sist3d/ adj 

1 : without help or assistance ■ He is unable to walk unassist¬ 
ed. [=unaided\ 

2 sports : done without help from another player ■ an unas¬ 
sisted double play ■ The goal was unassisted. 

un«as*sum*ing AAns'smmii], Brit ,An3'sju:mii3/ adj [more 
most ~] approving : not having or showing a desire to be 
noticed, praised, etc. : MODEST ■ He’s just an unassuming 
guy. ■ They lived in an unassuming home/neighborhood. 

— un*as-sum-ing-ly adv 
un-at-tached /.Ans'tsetft /adj 

1 : not married, engaged, or in a serious romantic relation¬ 
ship ■ My brother is currently unattached. 

2 : not joined to another building ■ an unattached [=de- 
tached\ garage 

un*at*tend*ed /(Ans'tendsd/ adj : not cared for or watched 
■ Do not leave your child unattended. • Unattended luggage 
will be confiscated. ■ Her health problems have gone unat¬ 
tended for too long. [=she has ignored her health problems 
for too long] ■ an unattended lighthouse ■ The campfire was 
left unattended. 

un*at*trac*tive /.Ans'trsektiv/ adj [more most ~] : not 
beautiful, interesting, or pleasing : not attractive ■ an unat¬ 
tractive man/woman ■ unattractive ideas 

— un-at-trac-tive-ly adv ■ unattractively decorated/dressed/ 
presented 

un-au-tho-rized also Brit un-au-tho-rised /.An'ccOs- 
,raizd/ adj '■ without permission : not authorized • an unau¬ 
thorized use of government vehicles • Unauthorized person¬ 
nel are not allowed in the building. ■ an unauthorized biogra¬ 
phy [=a biography that is written without the permission of 
the subject] 

un*availiable /^nsVeilsbsl/ adj : not available: such as a 
: not possible to get or use ■ The shoes are unavailable in cer¬ 
tain sizes. ■ The Internet provides many resources that were 
previously unavailable (to us), b : not able or willing to do 
something — often + for • Officials were unavailable for 
comment. — often followed by to + verb • The witness is un¬ 
available to testify. ■ She’s unavailable to teach the course next 
semester. 

— un-avail-abibi-ty /.AnSiVeils'bilsti/ noun [noncount\ 
un-avail'ing /.Ans'veilii]/ adj, formal : not useful or suc¬ 
cessful : futile ■ unavailing arguments/efforts 

— un-avail-ing-ly /^ns'veihqli/ adv ■ He argued unavail- 
ingly against the proposed changes. 

un-avoid-able /,An3'void3b3l/ adj : not able to be prevent¬ 
ed or avoided ■ The accident was unavoidable. ■ an unavoid¬ 
able fact 

— un-avoid-ably /.Ans'voidsbli/ adv ■ They were unavoid¬ 
ably delayed. 

un-aware AAns'weay adj [more most ~] : not having 
knowledge about something : not aware — often + that • 
They were unaware that they were being watched. — often + 
of ■ We were unaware of the problem. • She seemed unaware 
of what was going on. 

— un-aware-ness noun [singular, noncount\ • He claimed 
unawareness of the problem. 

un-awares /jAns'wea'z/ adv : without warning — used to 
describe something that happens without being expected • 
The rainstorm caught us unawares. [=we were not expecting 
the storm] ■ She was taken unawares [-taken by surprise ] by 
the sudden change in plans. 

un-bal-ance /,An'bEel3ns/ verb -anc-es; -anced; -anc- 

ing [+ obj] : to cause (something or someone) to stop being 
balanced, steady, stable, etc. ■ If too many people stand up, it 


will unbalance the boat. ■ The tax cuts have unbalanced the 
budget. ■ His experiences in the war unbalanced his mind. 
[=made him slightly crazy] 
un*bal*anced /.An'bselanst/ adj 

1 : not in a state of balance : not balanced: such as a : not 
having equal weight on all sides ■ an unbalanced load ■ The 
weight was unbalanced, b : not having good or equal 
amounts of all the necessary parts of something ■ He’s been 
eating an unbalanced diet. 

2 : not completely sane ■ mentally unbalanced people 
un-bear-able /.An'bersbsl/ adj [more most ~] : too bad, 

harsh, or extreme to be accepted or endured : not bearable ■ 
unbearable [intolerable, unendurable ] pain ■ We were in an 
almost unbearable state of excitement. 

— un-bear-ably /,An'ber3bli/ adv ■ an unbearably harsh cli¬ 
mate ■ an unbearably painful condition 

un-beat-able /.An'bktsbsi/ adj 

1 : not capable of being defeated ■ an unbeatable team 

2 : very good or excellent ■ a restaurant with unbeatable 
food ■ The store has unbeatable prices. 

un-beat-en /^n'bktn/ adj : not defeated : not beaten ■ The 
team is unbeaten so far this season. ■ He remains unbeaten in 
his career. 

un-be-com-ing /^nbi'kAmirj/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not attractive : not becoming ■ an unbecoming dress ■ 
That color is very unbecoming on her. 

2 formal : not appropriate or acceptable for a person in a 
particular job or position • conduct unbecoming an officer 
[=conduct/behavior that is not appropriate for an officer] — 
often + of or to • behavior unbecoming of/to a public official 

un-be-knownst /,Anbi'nounst/ or un-be-known 

/.Anbi'noun/ adj 

unbeknownst/unbeknown to : without being known 
about by (someone) ■ Unbeknownst to the students, the 
teacher had entered the room. [=the students did not 
know/realize that the teacher had entered the room] In 
U.S. English unbeknownst is more common than unbe¬ 
known. In British English, unbeknown is more common, 
un-be-lief AAnbsMiif/ noun [noncount] formal : lack of reli¬ 
gious belief ■ living in an age of unbelief — compare disbe¬ 
lief 

un-be-liev-able /iAnbs'liivsbsl/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : difficult or impossible to believe ■ His story/explanation 
is unbelievable. 

2 — used to describe something that is so good, bad, etc., 
that it is difficult to believe ■ The destruction was unbeliev¬ 
able. ■ He made an unbelievable catch in center field. 

— un-be-liev-ably /.Anbs'lkvsbli/ adv ■ an unbelievably bi¬ 
zarre story ■ He’s an unbelievably [=amazingly\ fast runner. 

un-be-liev-er /^nhs'l^va*/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person 
who does not believe something; especially : a person who 
does not believe in a particular religious faith 
un-be-liev-ing /.Anbs'lkvuj/ adj : feeling or showing that 
you do not believe something ■ She had an unbelieving look 
on her face. 

— un-be-liev-ing-ly adv ■ He stared at the destruction un¬ 
believingly. 

un-bend /lAn'bend/ verb -bends; -bent /-,bent/; -bend¬ 
ing 

1 : to make (something) straight or to become straight [+ 
obj ] He was bending and unbending his fingers, [no obj\ His 
fingers were bending and unbending. 

2 [no obj] : to stop being serious or tense : relax ■ He un¬ 
bent a little at the party. 

un-bend-ing /,An'bendiri/ adj [more most ~] sometimes 
disapproving: not willing to change an opinion, decision, etc. 

■ She was unbending [inflexible] in her decision. ■ He has an 
unbending will. ■ unbending determination 

un-bi-ased /,An'baj3st/ adj : not having or showing an un¬ 
fair tendency to believe that some people, ideas, etc., are bet¬ 
ter than others : not biased ■ an unbiased [impartial] judge ■ 
Let me offer an unbiased opinion. 

Un-bid-den /.An'bidn/ adj, formal : not asked for or invited 

■ He appeared unbidden [= uninvited] at my door. ■ thoughts 
that come to the mind unbidden 

un-bind /.An'baind/ verb -binds; -bound /,An'baund/; 
-bind-ing [+ obj ] : untie ■ She managed to unbind her 
hands. ■ Unbind the prisoner. 

un-blem-ished /^n'blemijV adj ■ not blemished: such as 
a : not having any unwanted marks or blemishes ■ unblem¬ 
ished skin b : not harmed or damaged in any way • She has 
an unblemished reputation for honesty. 
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un-blink-ing /.An'biirjkirj/ adj 

1 : not blinking ■ unblinking eyes 

2 : looking at or describing something in a very honest and 
accurate way • The book provides an unblinking view of the 
causes of the war. ■ unblinking honesty 

— un-blink-ing-ly adv • She stared at me unblinkingly. 
[=without blinking] ■ an unblinkingly honest person 

un-block /,An'bla:k/ verb -blocks; -blocked; -block-ing 
[+ obj] : to stop (something) from being blocked ■ A proce¬ 
dure was done to unblock his arteries. ■ unblock [-unclog ] a 
drain 

un-born /(An'boam/ adj : not yet bom ■ her unborn child • 
unborn generations 

1 unbound past tense and past participle of unbind 
2 un-bOUnd /,An'baond/ adj : not bound: such as a : not 
controlled or influenced by something ■ He dresses however 
he likes and feels unbound by convention, b : not tied to¬ 
gether with something (such as string or rope) ■ unbound 
stacks of newspapers ■ long, unbound hair c : not having a 
cover or binding ■ unbound pages/copies d technical : not 
held by chemical or physical forces ■ a test to determine the 
amount of unbound iron in the blood ■ unbound energy 
un-bound-ed /,An'baond3d/ adj : not limited in any way ■ 
unbounded enthusiasm/joy 

Un-bowed /,An'baod/ adj, literary : not defeated or willing 
to admit defeat ■ He was unbowed by failure, 
un-break-able /,An'breik3b3l/ adj : not able to be broken 
: not breakable ■ The two of them had an unbreakable bond 
of friendship. ■ The plastic is virtually unbreakable. 
un-bridge-able AAn'bncfcabal/ adj — used to say that two 
people, groups, or things are too widely separated or differ¬ 
ent from each other to ever be brought together, made to 
agree, etc. ■ He says that there is an unbridgeable gulf/gap 
between the rich and the poor in this country, 
un-bri-dled /,An'braidld/ adj , formal + literary : not con¬ 
trolled or limited : done, felt, or expressed in a free and un¬ 
controlled way ■ The crowd was swept with unbridled enthu¬ 
siasm. ■ ( chiefly (JS) They live in an area of unbridled 
development. [=an area where many houses and other build¬ 
ings are being built without much control by the govern¬ 
ment] 

Un-bro-ken /,An'brouk3n/ adj 

1 : not damaged or broken ■ unbroken eggs ■ His spirit re¬ 
mains unbroken. 

2 : not interrupted : continuous • an unbroken row of 
trees • eight hours of unbroken sleep ■ The band has had an 
unbroken string of hits. 

3 of a record : not beaten or improved upon : not surpassed ■ 
The Olympic record he set is still unbroken. 

un-buck-le /,An'bAk 3 l/ verb -buck-les; -buck-led; 
-buck-ling (+ obj ] : to open the buckle of (something, such 
as a belt) ■ She unbuckled her seat belt, 
un-bur-den /.An'ba-dn/ verb -dens; -dened; -den-ing {+ 
obj ] : to take a problem or burden away from (someone or 
something) • They tried to unburden her of her worries/trou¬ 
bles. [=tried to take away her worries/troubles] 
unburden yourself : to talk about something that is causing 
you to feel worried, guilty, etc. ■ When she asked what was 
bothering him, he welcomed the opportunity to unburden 
himself. 

— un-bur-dened AAn'ba’dnd/ adj ■ She felt unburdened 
[=not burdened] by the expectations of other people. ■ The 
book is unburdened by academic language and statistics. 

un-but-ton /^n'bAtn/ verb -tons; -toned; -ton-ing [+ obj] 
: to open the buttons of (something) ■ He unbuttoned his 
coat/shirt. 

Lin-called—for AAn'ka.ld^oa 1 / adj : not necessary or appro¬ 
priate : not called for ■ His jealousy is completely uncalled- 
for. • uncalled-for insults 

un-can-ny /,An'k£eni/ adj [more most —\ : strange or un¬ 
usual in a way that is surprising or difficult to understand • 
She had an uncanny resemblance to someone I had seen be¬ 
fore. ■ She has an uncanny sense of direction. ■ an uncanny 
ability to predict the weather 

— un-can-ni-ly /,An'k£en 3 li/ adv ■ He looks uncannily like a 
friend of mine. ■ an uncannily realistic painting 

un-cared for ^An'ke&d-/ adj : not given attention or care ■ 
The garden looked uncared for. [=neglected] 
un-car-ing /,An'ken 13 / adj [more most —] : not feeling or 
showing concern for someone or something ■ She has an un¬ 


caring attitude toward her schoolwork. • He is a cold and un¬ 
caring man. 

un-ceas-ing /,An'si:sia/ adj : never stopping : not ceasing ■ 
unceasing efforts ■ unceasing vigilance 

— un-ceas-ing-ly /,An'si:sir)li/ adv ■ They worked unceas¬ 
ingly [-endlessly] for peace. 

un-cen-SOred AAn'sens&d/ adj : expressed openly without 
removal of words or opinions that may shock or offend peo¬ 
ple : not censored ■ The book reveals his uncensored 
thoughts about his political rivals. ■ uncensored news reports 
lin-cer-e-mo-ni-OUS AAn^era'moonijas/ adj : happening 
or done very suddenly and quickly with no effort to be care¬ 
ful or polite ■ His unceremonious dismissal by the new boss 
surprised everybody. 

— un-cer-e-mo-ni-ous-ly adv ■ The team unceremoniously 
dumped him at the end of the season. 

un-cer-tain AAn'sa^tn/ adj [more most ~] : not certain: 
such as a : not exactly known or decided : not definite or 
fixed • an uncertain quantity ■ The time of departure is still 
uncertain, b : not sure : having some doubt about some¬ 
thing ■ We are still uncertain of the truth. ■ She remains un¬ 
certain about her plans. ■ I’m uncertain about how to re¬ 
spond. c : not definitely known • an uncertain claim * The 
cause of the fire is uncertain, d : likely to change : not con¬ 
stant or dependable ■ uncertain weather ■ He has an uncer¬ 
tain temper. ■ They face a financially uncertain future. 
in no uncertain terms : in a very clear and direct way - My 
mother told me in no uncertain terms to never say that 
word again. 1 

— un-cer-tain-ly adv ■ “Should I leave?” I asked uncertain¬ 
ly. • A drunk guy staggered uncertainly along the street. 

un-cer*tain*ty AAn'sa'tnti/ noun.pl -ties 

1 [noncount] : the quality or state of being uncertain 
: DOUBT - There is some uncertainty about the company’s fu¬ 
ture. -He accepted the position without hesitation or uncer¬ 
tainty. 

2 [count] : something that is doubtful or unknown : some¬ 
thing that is uncertain — usually plural ■ Life is full of uncer¬ 
tainties. 

un-chaMenged /,An'tf£el 3 mted/ adj : not questioned or 
doubted : not challenged ■ His remark went unchallenged by 
the interviewer. • She is the unchallenged authority in the 
field. 

un-change-able AAn'tfeinc&abal/ adj : not able to change 
or be changed ■ The past is unchangeable. ■ an unchangeable 
deadline 

un-changed ^An'tfeincfed/ adj : not changed ■ Their plans 
remain unchanged. - My old neighborhood is still pretty 
much unchanged. 

un-chang-ing ^An'tfeincfcin/ adj : not changing : staying 
the same ■ an unchanging truth • unchanging traditions 
un-char-ac-ter*is*tic /jA^kerakta'nstik/ adj : not typical 
or usual : not characteristic - It was an uncharacteristic out¬ 
burst of temper. ■ Her uncharacteristic silence bothered me. 

— un-char-ac-ter-is-ti-cal-ly AA^kerakta'nstikli/ adv • 
She was uncharacteristically irritable/quiet/tense. 

un-char-i-ta-ble /,An'tJ'er3t3b3l/ adj [more most —] 
: very harsh in judging others : not charitable • an uncharita¬ 
ble critic ■ uncharitable comments 

— un-char-i-ta-bly /^n'tferstabli/ adv ■ an uncharitably 
harsh review 

un-chart-ed /(An'tJ'a&tad/ adj : not recorded or located on 
a map, chart, or plan ■ an uncharted island — often used fig¬ 
uratively ■ The discussion moved into uncharted territory/wa¬ 
ters. (=moved into a new and unknown area] 
un-checked /,An'tJ‘ekt/ adj : not stopped, slowed, or con¬ 
trolled : not checked ■ unchecked power ■ The disease is of¬ 
ten fatal if left unchecked. • The rabbit population has 
grown/gone unchecked. 

Un-Civ*il /,An'siv3l/ adj [more most ~] formal : rude or 
impolite • uncivil behavior ■ uncivil remarks 

— un-civ-il-ly adv 

un-civ*i*lized also Brit un-civ-i-lised /,An'siV3,laizd/ adj 
[more most —] : not civilized: such as a : not polite, rea¬ 
sonable, or respectful ■ uncivilized [=rude] behavior ■ He was 
awakened at an uncivilized hour, b : showing no concern 
for the well-being of people or for the proper way to behave 
toward people ■ They believe that capital punishment is un¬ 
civilized. c old-fashioned : not having the kinds of social 
systems, technologies, etc., that are seen in most modern so¬ 
cieties ■ uncivilized [-primitive] cultures 
un-claimed /An'kleimd/ adj : not asked for or taken by an 
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owner : not claimed ■ unclaimed property 
un-clas-si-fied /^n'kltesajaid/ adj : not kept secret by the 
government • unclassified documents ■ unclassified informa¬ 
tion 

un-cle /'Aijkal/ noun, pi un-cles 

1 [count] : the brother of your father or mother or the hus¬ 
band of your aunt » I have three uncles and two aunts. ■ My 
Uncle David is visiting next week. 

2 US, informal — used as a word that you say when you are 
being hurt in a fight to show that you admit being defeated 
and do not want to continue fighting ■ He was forced to cry/ 
say uncle. [=forced to surrender] 

and Bob’s your uncle see bob 
un*clean /(An'kliin/ adj 

1 : not clean : dirty • Many of their health problems were 
caused by unclean living conditions. 

2 : not innocent and good : morally impure ■ unclean 
thoughts/desires 

3 : not allowed to be used by religious law ■ unclean meat 

un-clear /.An'klia*/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : difficult to understand • Their directions were unclear. • 
The cause of the disease remains unclear. 

2 : confused or uncertain about something — often + about 
■ I’m a little unclear about what to do. • She was unclear 
about whether she would attend. 

un-clench /.An'klentf/ verb -clench-es; -clenched; 
-clench-ing : to move (something) out of a tightly closed 
position and make it less tense [+ obj] He unclenched his jaw 
and took deep breaths. • He unclenched his fist, [no obj ] I 
could feel my jaw unclenching as the pain subsided. 

Un-cle Sam ^Arjkal'ssem/ noun [noncount] informal : the 
American government, nation, or people pictured or 
thought of as a person ■ Uncle Sam waitfs you to join the 
Anny! 

Uncle Tom /lAqksl'taim/ noun, pi Toms [count] disap¬ 
proving : a black person who is eager to win the approval of 
white people and willing to cooperate with them 
un-clog /,An'kla:g/ verb -clogs; -clogged; -clog-ging [+ 
obj]: to open (something) so things can pass or flow through 
• He unclogged the drain/sink/toilet. ■ He had a procedure 
done to unclog his arteries. ■ finding ways to unclog busy 
roads 

un-clothed /,An'kloo5d/ adj, formal : not wearing clothes 
: naked ■ Police found the victim’s unclothed body in the 
woods. 

un-clut-tered /(An'klAta-d/ adj : not filled or covered with 
unnecessary things : not cluttered ■ Her desk is always neat 
and uncluttered. 

un-coil /,An'kojal/ verb -coils; -coiled; -coil-ing : to make 
(something that is curled or coiled) straight [+ obj] He un¬ 
coiled the rope, [no obj] The spring began to uncoil. 
un-com-fort-able /(An'kAmfa-tabal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 a : causing a feeling of physical discomfort ■ a very un¬ 
comfortable chair b : feeling physical discomfort ■ You look 
uncomfortable in that chair. Would you like to sit here in¬ 
stead? 

2 a : causing a feeling of being embarrassed or uneasy ■ The 
silence went on so long that it became very uncomfortable. • 
We were in the uncomfortable position of asking for money, 
b : feeling embarrassed or uneasy ■ I was uncomfortable 
about talking to them. • She’s uncomfortable being in the 
spotlight. 

— un-com-fort-ably /,An , kAmfa , t3bli/ adv ■ The room was 
uncomfortably hot. • They came uncomfortably close to 
having an accident. 

un-COm-mit-ted /^nka'mitad/ adj '■ not yet supporting a 
particular person, belief, etc. : not committed • uncommitted 
voters 

un-com-mon /|An'ka:mon /adj [more most —] 

1 : not often found, seen, or experienced : unusual ■ It is 
not uncommon for people to become depressed after they re¬ 
tire. ■ uncommon plants/birds/animals 

2 : not ordinary : remarkable or exceptional ■ an athlete 
with uncommon ability • a soldier of uncommon courage ■ 
She is an uncommon woman. 

— un-com-mon-ly adv • He is uncommonly smart. ■ an un¬ 
commonly cold winter • an uncommonly good book 

un-COm-mu-ni-Ca-tive AAnka'mjuina^eitiv, ,Ank3'mju:- 
nakativ/ adj [more most ~] : not tending or liking to talk 
or give out information ■ a silent, uncommunicative [-re¬ 
served] person • They have been uncommunicative with us 
about their plans. [=they have not told us about their plans] 


un-com-pet-i-tive AAnkam'petativ/ adj not good 
enough to compete successfully with others : not competi¬ 
tive ■ As long as the school system keeps offering uncompeti¬ 
tive wages, people looking for jobs will apply elsewhere, 
un-com-plain-ing /(Aiikam'plemir)/ adj [more most ] 
approving: accepting, doing, or dealing with something diffi¬ 
cult or unpleasant without complaining ■ an uncomplaining 
worker 

— un-com-plain-ing-ly /^nkam'plemiijli/ adv ■ She 
worked uncomplainingly in very difficult conditions. 

un-com-plet-ed /^nkam'plktad/ adj : not finished : not 
completed • an uncompleted [=unfinished] building/memoir/ 
play 

un-com-pli-cat-ed /jAn'kaimp^keitad/ adj [more 
most ~] : easy to understand, do, or use : not complicated ■ 
The plot was uncomplicated and easy to follow. ■ uncompli¬ 
cated machinery • He’s an uncomplicated , straightforward 
person. 

un-com-pli-men-ta-ry /.An.kaimpb'mentari/ adj [more 
most ~] : expressing a low opinion of someone or some¬ 
thing : not complimentary ■ an uncomplimentary comment/ 
remark 

un-COm-pre-hend-ing /jAnjkaimpn'hendir)/ adj : not 
understanding what is happening, being referred to, etc. • 
They were uncomprehending of what was going on. : show¬ 
ing a lack of understanding or knowledge ■ He gave me an 
uncomprehending look when I mentioned her name. 

— un-com-pre-hend-ing-ly adv ■ He looked at me uncom- 
prehendingty. 

un-com-pro-mis-ing /(An'kcrmprajmaizir)/ adj [more 
most ~] : not willing to change a decision, opinion, method, 
etc. : not willing to make or accept a compromise ■ They 
were uncompromising in their demands. • uncompromising 
standards of excellence 

— un-com-pro-mis-ing-ly adv 

un-con-cern AAnkan's^n/ noun [noncount] : lack of care 
about or interest in something : indifference ■ He has 
shown a surprising unconcern for his own safety. 
un-COn-cerned /,Ank3n*s^nd/ adj : not worried or upset 
: not concerned • She’s unconcerned about/with that issue. ■ 
The economy seems to be slowing down, but many investors 
remain unconcerned. 

— un-con-cern-ed-ly /^nkan's^nadli/ adv 
un-con-di-tion-al AAnkan'diJanJ/ adj * not limited in any 

way : complete and absolute ■ They demanded an uncondi¬ 
tional surrender. • He had an unconditional loyalty to his 
family. ■ their unconditional love of their children 

— un-con-di-tion-al-ly adv ■ He loved her unconditionally. 
un-COn-firmed AAnkan'famd/ adj : not supported by evi¬ 
dence : not confirmed ■ an unconfirmed rumor/report 

un-con-ge-nial AAnkan'cfeiinijal/ adj [more most ~] for¬ 

mal 

1 : not pleasant or enjoyable ■ an uncongenial task 

2 : not proper or suited to a particular situation, person, etc. 
■ He was being asked to support a policy that was unconge¬ 
nial to him. 

un-con-nect-ed /^nka'nektad/ adj : not related or con¬ 
nected ■ The question is completely unconnected with/to the 
discussion. ■ two unconnected murders ■ The computer is un¬ 
connected to the network. • The movie is about four seem¬ 
ingly unconnected people. 

un-con-quer-able /^n'kaiqkorabal/ adj 

1 : not able to be conquered or defeated ■ She has an uncon¬ 
querable [=indomitable] spirit/will. 

2 : not able to be dealt with successfully ■ seemingly uncon¬ 
querable [insurmountable] difficulties/problems 

un-con-scio-na-ble /iAn'kain/anabol/ adj, formal 

1 : extremely bad, unfair, or wrong • unconscionable cruelty 

2 : going far beyond what is usual or proper ■ They have had 
to endure unconscionable delays. 

— un-con-scio-na-bly /^n'kainjanabli/ adv ■ an uncon¬ 
scionably cruel nature • an unconscionably long delay 

1 un-C0n-SCi0US /^n'kamjas/ adj not conscious: such as 
a : not awake especially because of an injury, drug, etc. • He 
was knocked unconscious by a fall. ■ She was unconscious for 
three days after the accident, b : not aware of something — 
usually + of ■ He is unconscious o/his mistake. ■ She was un¬ 
conscious of being watched. C : not intended or planned 
: not consciously done • an unconscious mistake ■ an uncon¬ 
scious bias 

— un-con-scious-ly adv ■ People constantly make deci¬ 
sions, consciously or unconsciously. — un-con-scious- 


unconscious • undecided 


1784 


ness noun [ noncount] ■ He drifted into unconsciousness. 
2 linCOnSCiOUS noun [noncount ] : the part of the mind that a 
person is not aware of but that is often a powerful force in 
controlling behavior — compare subconscious 

un-con-sid-ered AAnkan'sidjd/ adj 

1 formal : not formed from careful thought ■ unconsidered 
opinions/remarks 

2 : not thought about ■ a previously unconsidered strategy ■ 
unconsidered trifles 

Un-COn-Sti-tU-tiOH-al /,An,ka:nst3 l tu:J'3n), ,An,kDnst3- 
'tjuijanl/ adj : not allowed by the constitution of a country 
or government : not constitutional ■ an unconstitutional in¬ 
fringement of rights ■ The law may be unconstitutional. 

— un-con-sti-tu-tion-al-i-ty / l An 1 ka:nst3,tu:J'3 , n£el3ti, Brit 
^n.konsta^juija’ngelati/ noun [noncount] — un-con-sti- 
tu-tion-al-ly adv 

un-con-test-ed /,Ank3n'test3d/ adj : not having or involv¬ 
ing disagreement, argument, or opposition ■ an uncontested 
divorce [=a divorce which both people agree to] ■ The Fifth 
Congressional District seat was uncontested. [=only one per¬ 
son ran in the election for the Fifth Congressional District 
seat] ■ She ran uncontested for class treasurer. 
un-COn-trol-la-ble /iAnkan'troulabal/ adj : not able to be 
controlled ■ uncontrollable anger ■ an uncontrollable urge ■ 
uncontrollable children 

— un-con-troMa-bly /^nkan'troulabli/ adv ■ He was 
laughing uncontrollably. 

urvcon-trolled /,Ank3n’trould/ adj : happening or done 
without being stopped, slowed, or controlled ■ the govern¬ 
ment’s uncontrolled spending ■ uncontrolled bleeding ■ uncon¬ 
trolled growth 

un-COn-ven-tion-al /iAnkan'venfanl/ adj [more most 
~] : very different from the things that are used or accepted 
by most people : not traditional or usual : not conventional ■ 
an unconventional wardrobe ■ Her lifestyle is rather uncon¬ 
ventional. ■ In his lectures, he encourages unconventional 
thinking. [=he encourages people to think in new and differ¬ 
ent ways] 

— un-con-ven-tion-al-i-ty /,Ank3n,vcnf3'n£el3ti/ noun 
[noncount] — un-con-ven-tion-al-ly adv ■ The class was 
encouraged to think unconventionally. 

un-con-vinced AAnkan'vinst/ adj, not used before a noun 
[more most —] : not completely sure or certain about 
something : not convinced ■ The jury was unconvinced that 
the defendant was guilty. 

un*COn-Vinc*ing AAnkan'vinsii)/ adj [more most ~] 
: not able to make you believe that something is true, real, or 
acceptable : not convincing ■ His arguments for changing 
the rules were unconvincing. ■ a novel with unconvincing 
characters 

un•cooked /.An'kukt/ adj : not cooked : raw ■ uncooked 
meat 

urbCOOl /,An'ku:l/ adj [more most ] informal 

1 : not popular or fashionable ■ Her parents' car is totally un¬ 
cool. ■ uncool music 

2 : not respectable or acceptable ■ It’s uncool to lie to your 
friends. 

un-CO-Op-er-a-tive /(Ankou'aipretiv/ adj [more most 
—] : not willing to do what someone wants or asks for : not 
cooperative ■ uncooperative children ■ an uncooperative wit¬ 
ness [=a witness who will not talk to the police] • We planned 
a picnic, but the weather was uncooperative. [=the weather 
was too bad for us to have a picnic] 
un-CO-Or-di-nat-ed / 1 Ankou , o 3 , d 3 ,neit 3 d/ adj [more 
most ] 

1 : not able to move different parts of your body together 
well or easily ■ I’m too uncoordinated to be a good dancer. 

2 : not well organized : not working together effectively ■ 
Their efforts to manage the event were uncoordinated. 

un-cork /.An'koafc/ verb -corks; -corked; -cork-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 : to remove a cork from (a bottle) ■ uncork a bottle of wine 

2 informal : to allow (something that was contained or con¬ 
trolled) to come out, escape, etc. ■ The incident uncorked 
years of pent-up anger and frustration. 

un-cor-rect-ed AAnks'rektsd/ adj : having errors or flaws 
■ an uncorrected manuscript : not corrected ■ The problem 
remains uncorrected. 

un-cor-rob-o-rat-ed /.Anks'rcr.bs^eitsd/ adj : not sup¬ 
ported or proved by evidence ■ uncorroborated evidence/tes¬ 
timony 


un-COUnt-able /,An'kaunt3b3l /adj : too many to be count¬ 
ed : not countable ■ an uncountable number of insects 
un-count-ed /.An'kauntsd/ adj 

1 : not counted • Their votes went uncounted. 

2 : too many to be counted ■ They spent uncounted hours on 
the project. 

UD-COU-ple /.An'kApsl/ verb -cou-ples; -cou-pled; -cou¬ 
pling [+ obj] : to separate or disconnect (something) from 
something else ■ They uncoupled the railroad cars. 
un-COUth /An'ku:0/ adj [more most ~] : behaving in a 
rude way : not polite or socially acceptable ■ People thought 
lie was uncouth and uncivilized. ■ uncouth language/behavior 
un-COV-er /^n'kAvay verb -ers; -ered; -er-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to remove a cover from (something) ■ Uncover the pot. 

2 : to find or become aware of (something that was hidden 
or secret) ■ Police uncovered a criminal plot. • We are still try¬ 
ing to uncover (the truth about) what happened. 

3 : to allow (something) to be seen by removing a covering ■ 
Archaeologists uncovered the ruins of an ancient city. 

— un-cov-ered /iAn'kAva-d/ adj • She left the pot uncovered 
so the soup could cool. 

un-cred-it-ed /,An'kredit3d/ adj : not named or listed as 
one of the people who created or performed in something 
(such as a movie) ■ He was an uncredited actor in the movie. ■ 
She had a small, uncredited role, 
un-crit-i-cal /,An'kntik3l/ adj [more most ~] usually dis¬ 
approving : not expressing or willing to express appropriate 
criticism or disapproval : not critical ■ The senator’s uncriti¬ 
cal support for the measure reflects his poor judgment. ■ an 
uncritical newspaper article 

— un-crit-i-cal-ly /,An'kntikli/ adv 

un-cross /.An'krcus/ verb -cross-es; -crossed; -cross¬ 
ing [+ obj] : to move one arm, leg, etc., so that it is no longer 
over the other ■ She uncrossed her legs, 
un-crowd-ed /,An'kraud3d/ adj : not containing a lot of 
people : not crowded ■ an uncrowded beach ■ The train was 
uncrowded. 

un-crowned /.An'kraund/ adj : not having or wearing a 
crown : not officially recognized as a king or queen ■ an un¬ 
crowned king — often used figuratively to describe someone 
who is considered the best or most successful person in a 
particular field or group ■ He is the uncrowned king of come¬ 
dy. 

unc-tU-OUS /'Aijktfawas/ adj [more most ] formal + dis¬ 
approving — used to describe someone who speaks and be¬ 
haves in a way that is meant to seem friendly and polite but 
that is unpleasant because it is obviously not sincere ■ an 
unctuous hostess 

- unc-tu-ous-ly adv - unc-tu-ous-ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

un-cul-ti-vat-ed AAn'kAlts^eitsd/ adj : not prepared or 
used for growing crops or plants : not cultivated ■ uncultivat¬ 
ed land 

un-cul-tured /(An’kAltfa-d/ adj [more most : not hav¬ 
ing or showing good education, tastes, and manners ■ uncul¬ 
tured people 

un-curl /,An■kaJ/ verb -curls; -curled; -curbing : to make 
(something that is curled or coiled) straight [+ obj] Uncurl 
your toes, [no obj] The snake uncurled and slithered off. 
un-CUt /,An'kAt/ adj : not cut: such as a : allowed to contin¬ 
ue growing ■ an uncut forest/lawn ■ His hair was uncut but 
neat, b : not cut into a different shape ■ a raw, uncut dia¬ 
mond c : not shortened or edited ■ the uncut version of the 
film 

un-dam-aged /.An'dgemufed/ adj : not harmed or damaged 
in any way ■ The stolen painting was returned undamaged. 
un-dat-ed /.An'deitsd/ adj : not having a date written or 
printed on it ■ undated letters/documents/photos 
un-daunt-ed /.An'damtsd/ adj [more most —] : not 
afraid to continue doing something or trying to do some¬ 
thing even though there are problems, dangers, etc. ■ The 
firefighters were undaunted by the dangerous conditions 
they faced. ■ Undaunted , they continued on their journey. ■ 
undaunted firefighters 

- un-daunt-ed-ly adv 
UD-de-Cid-ed /,Andi'said3d/ adj 

1 : not having made a decision ■ undecided voters — often + 
about ■ She was undecided about what to do. 

2 : not having an answer or result : not yet settled or re¬ 
solved ■ The question is still undecided. • Much remains un¬ 
decided about his future. 
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un*de*Clared /.Andi'kleiwt/ adj : not stated or decided in 
an official way : not declared ■ The government has been 
waging an undeclared war against them for decades. ■ an un¬ 
declared candidate • a college student with an undeclared 
major ■ undeclared income [=income not reported on a tax 
form] 

un*dec*0*rat*ed /.An'deka^eitad/ adj : not having decora¬ 
tions ■ an undecorated cake/wall 

un*de«feat«ed /,Andi'fi:tad/ adj : not having or including 
any losses or defeats • They were undefeated in their first 
nine games. [=they won their first nine games] ■ an undefeat¬ 
ed team/season 

un*de«fend«ed /,Andi'f£nd9d/ adi : not protected or de¬ 
fended ■ There are hundreds of miles of undefended border 
between the two countries. ■ She scored a point when the 
goal was left undefended. 

un*de*fined /jAndi'faind/ adj : not shown or described 
clearly ■ The rules are still largely undefined. • the depart¬ 
ment’s undefined roles/powers • an undefined amount of 
money 

lin*de*mand'ing /(Andi'msendig, Brit .Andi'maindii)/ adj 
[more most ~] : not demanding: such as a : not requir¬ 
ing much time, attention, or effort ■ an undemanding job b 
of a person : not expecting much time, attention, effort, etc., 
from other people : not difficult to satisfy ■ He is an enjoy¬ 
able, undemanding guest. 

urvderrvO'Crat-ic/iAn^cms'krcetik/tft# [more most ~] 
: not agreeing with democratic practices or ideals : not dem¬ 
ocratic ■ an undemocratic government ■ The proposed law is 
fundamentally undemocratic. 
un*de*mon*Stra*tive /^ndi'mainstrativ/ adj [more 
most ~]: not showing emotion or feelings in a free and open 
way : not demonstrative ■ His father was distant and unde¬ 
monstrative. 

un*de*ni*able /,Andi'naj3bal/ adj [more most ~] : clear¬ 
ly true : impossible to deny ■ an undeniable fact • The band’s 
popularity is undeniable. 

— un-de-ni-ably /.Andi'najabli/ adv ■ She is undeniably 
[=certainly ] the best tennis player of her time. 
un*de*pend*able /.Andi'pendabal/ adj [more most ~] 
: not able to be trusted or relied on : not dependable • an un¬ 
dependable car/employee 
1 U Oder /*Anda jprep 

1 : in or to a lower place than (something) : below or be¬ 
neath (something) : underneath ■ They couldn’t climb 
over the wall, so they dug a hole under it. • Draw a line under 
each word you don’t know. ■ We sat under a tree and rested a 
while. ■ I’m wearing a sweater under my jacket. ■ The ball 
rolled under the car. ■ He had a mechanic check under the 
hood (of the car). ■ How long can you hold your breath un¬ 
der water? ■ There were 12 of us living under one roof. [=in 
one place] 

2 : guided or managed by (a person or group) • The cafe is 
under new management. ■ The army captured three forts 
while under the general’s command. ■ She has 12 employees 
(working) under her. 

3 : controlled or affected by (something) ■ He has been un¬ 
der a lot of pressure/stress at work lately. ■ The roof col¬ 
lapsed under the weight of the snow. [=the weight of the 
snow on the roof caused it to collapse] ■ The work was done 
under the direction/guidance/supervision of an architect. 
[=an architect directed/guided/supervised the work] ■ She 
was not under a doctor’s care [=she did not have a doctor] at 
the time of the accident. ■ Driving while under the influence 
of alcohol [=driving while drunk] is dangerous and illegal. ■ 
You will be under anesthesia during the operation. ■ I can’t 
work under these conditions! ■ I would never, under any cir¬ 
cumstances, agree to do such a thing. ■ The company was un¬ 
der no obligation [=was not obligated/required] to release 
the information. * I was under the Impression [=1 thought] 
that admission was free. 

4 : in a particular state or condition : affected by a particu¬ 
lar process ■ The police put her under arrest. [=the police ar¬ 
rested her] ■ The house is under construction. [=is now being 
built] ■ The incident is currently under investigation. [~is be¬ 
ing investigated] ■ His suggestion is still under discussion/ 
consideration/review [=is still being discussed/considered/re¬ 
viewed] by the committee. 

5 : according to (something) ■ Under the terms of the lease, 
rent will be due on the first of each month. ■ They have ful¬ 
filled all their obligations under the treaty. 

6 : within the group that has (a particular title or label) ■ The 


purchase is listed under “debits.” ■ Many of these foods 
would come under the heading (of) “delicacies” in certain 
parts of the world. 

7 — used to say that a particular name is used to indicate 
something ■ The table is reserved under my last name. 

8 : less or lower than (a certain age, amount of money, etc.) ■ 
All the children in the class are under the age of 14. ■ We ar¬ 
rived in under an hour. ■ You get all three items for under 
$10. 

9 : hidden below (an outward appearance) ■ Under that 
rough exterior, he is a kind and gentle man. 

2 under adv 

1 a : in or into a position that is below or beneath something 
■ Pull the bed sheets tight then fold the ends under. ■ He 
turned under his shirt’s collar.; especially : in a position that 
is below the surface of water ■ The whale surfaced briefly 
then dove under again, b : in a forward direction that pass¬ 
es below something ■ The bridge was too low for the ship to 
sail under. 

2 : less than an expected or stated number or amount ■ A 
score of 60 is needed to pass; anything under is failing. ■ Chil¬ 
dren aged five and under [=children who are five years old 
and younger] may enter the park for free. ■ Most of the res¬ 
taurant’s entrees are $10 or under. [=they cost $10 or less 
than $10] 

3 : into an unconscious state ■ They had to put me under for 
surgery. 

go under see 'go 

under- prefix 

1 : below ■ undercurrent • underside • underlying ■ undershirt 

2 : less than an expected or correct number or amount ■ un¬ 
derappreciated • underpaid • underestimate • underage • un¬ 
dercharge ■ underachieve • undercook • underdeveloped • un¬ 
derdressed 

un-der-achiev-er /lAndera'tfiiva/ noun, pi -ers [count] 
: someone (such as a student or athlete) who does not per¬ 
form as well or work as hard as he or she can — opposite 
OVERACHIEVER 

— un-der-achieve /jAnd&ra'tfkv/ verb -achieves; 
-achieved; -achieving [no obj] • Many students under¬ 
achieve during their senior year. — un*de^achieve¬ 
ment AAndara'tfiiv/ noun [noncount] 

un*der*aotive /iAnd^'sektiv/ adj : not active enough ■ an 
underactive thyroid 

un*der*age AAnda^eicfe/ adj : too young to do something le¬ 
gally • They were not allowed into the club because they 
were underage. • underage drinking ■ an underage diiver 

— opposite OVERAGE 

un-der-ap*pre-ci*at*ed /,AndaT3 , pri:J'i,eit3d/ adi [more 
most ~]: not appreciated or valued enough ■ Her work is 
underappreciated by the critics. ■ an underappreciated talent 
1 un-der-arm /"Anda-’cuwn/ adj 

1 always used before a noun : placed on or along the armpit ■ 
underarm deodorant ■ an underarm seam 

2 Brit: 'underhand 1 ■ an underarm throw 
2 un-der-arm /.Anda-'a^m/ adv, Brit : 'underhand ■ He 

threw the ball underarm. 

3 un-der«arm /'Anda^aam/ noun, pi -arms [count] : armpit 
un*der*bel*ly /'Andaibcli/ noun, pi -lies 

1 [count] : the bottom part of an object or an animal’s body 

— usually singular ■ the underbelly of an airplane ■ a whale’s 
underbelly 

2 [singular] : an area that is easy to attack or criticize ■ the 
army’s underbelly ■ They exposed the underbelly of the na¬ 
tion’s economic policy. 

3 [singular] : a part of society, an organization, etc., that is 
hidden and usually unpleasant ■ the sordid underbelly of city 
life ■ the industry’s dark underbelly 

un*der*bid /.Anda'bid/ verb -bids; -bid; -bid-ding [+ obj] 
: to offer to do work for less money than (another person or 
group): to bid less than (someone else) ■ We were underbid 
by another company [=another company offered to do a job 
for less money than we did] and we lost the contract, 
un-der-brush /'Anda^brAj/ noun [ noncount] chiefly US 
: plants, bushes, and small trees growing under larger trees 
in a forest: undergrowth ■ We made our way through the 
thick underbrush. 

un-der*car-riage /'Andaikencfc/ noun, pi -riag-es [count] 

1 chiefly US : the supporting structures of a car, truck, etc. 

2 : landing gear ■ There was a problem with the plane’s 
undercarriage. 

un-der-charge /^nd^'tfa^/ verb -charg-es; -charged; 
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-charging [+ obj] : to charge (someone) too little for some¬ 
thing : to ask (someone) to pay too little money for some¬ 
thing ■ They undercharged him for the book by $5. 

— opposite OVERCHARGE 

un-der*class /'Andasklses, Brit 'Anda f kla’.s/ noun, pi 
-class-es [count] : a social class made up of people who are 
very poor and have very little power or chance to improve 
their lives : the lowest social class — usually singular ■ the 
suffering of the underclass 

un-der*class*man /tAnda-'klsesman, Brit (Anda'klaisman/ 
noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] US : a student in the first or 
second year of high school or college — compare upper¬ 
classman 

un-der-clothes /'Anda^klouz/ or un*der-cloth-ing 

/'Anda^kloubip/ noun [plural] formal : underwear 
Lin«der*COat /'Anda^kout/ noun, pi -coats [count] : a coat 
of paint that is put on a surface to prepare it for another coat 
of paint 

un-der-cook /.Anda^'kuk/ verb -cooks; -cooked; -cook¬ 
ing [+ obj] : to not cook (food) enough — usually used as 
(be) undercooked ■ The chicken was undercooked, [-under¬ 
done] — opposite OVERCOOK 

un-der*COV*er /(And^'kAva 1 / adj : done or working in a se¬ 
cret way in order to catch criminals or collect information ■ 
an undercover investigation ■ undercover officers/agents 

— undercover adv ■ He went undercover as a drug dealer. ■ 
The agent has worked undercover in several countries. 

un-der*cur*rent /'Anda^karant/ noun, pi -rents [count] 

1 : a flow of water that moves below the surface of the 
ocean or a river ■ You could be pulled under water by the 
dangerous undercurrents. 

2 : a hidden feeling or tendency that is usually different 
from the one that is easy to see or understand — usually + of 

■ Despite the losing streak, there is an undercurrent of hope 
within the team. ■ undercurrents of resentment 

un-der-cut /.Anda^'kAt/ verb -cuts; -cut; -cut-ting [+ obj] 

1 : to offer to sell things or work for a lower cost than (an¬ 
other person or company) ■ They undercut the competing 
store by 10 percent. 

2 : to make (something) weaker or less effective : under¬ 
mine ■ a law that undercuts the Constitution ■ Her behavior 
undercuts her own credibility. 

un-der*de*vel*Oped /,And»di'vel3pt/ adj [more most 
~] 

1 : not developed to a normal size or strength ■ The baby was 
bom with underdeveloped lungs. 

2 of a country, society, etc. : having many poor people and 
few industries ■ underdeveloped nations 

un*der*dog /'AndayJcr.g/ noun, pi -dogs [count] 

1 : a person, team, etc., that is expected to lose a contest or 
battle ■ I always root for the underdog instead of the favorite. 

2 : a less powerful person or thing that struggles against a 
more powerful person or thing (such as a corporation) 'Asa 
lawyer, she consistently represented the underdog. 

un-der*done /.Anda^An/ adi : not cooked enough ■ The 
chicken was underdone. [=undercooked] : not cooked com¬ 
pletely " She likes her steak underdone. [=rare] — compare 

WELL-DONE 

un-der-dress /.Anda^'dres/ verb -dress-es; -dressed; 
-dressing [no obj] : to dress in clothes that are too infor¬ 
mal or not warm enough for an occasion ■ I don’t want to un¬ 
derdress for the party. — opposite overdress 

— underdressed adj ■ They were underdressed for the wed¬ 
ding. ■ I was underdressed for the weather. 

un-der*em*ployed /.Andarim'ploid/ adj : having a job 
that does not use your skills • underemployed college gradu¬ 
ates 

— un-der-em-ploy-ment AAndaim'ploimant/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

un-dGr-es-ti-mate AAnda^estajmeit/ verb -mates; -mat¬ 
ed; -mat-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to estimate (something) as being less than the actual size, 
quantity, or number - The city underestimated the cost of the 
new building. - The number of people in the crowd was un¬ 
derestimated by 5,000. 

2 : to think of (someone or something) as being lower in 
ability, influence, or value than that person or thing actually 
is ■ Never underestimate the importance of a good education. 

■ Her talent has always been underestimated. — opposite 

OVERESTIMATE 

— un-der-es-ti-mate /.Anda^estamat/ noun, pi -mates 
[count] ■ an underestimate of the cost ■ That number might 


be an underestimate. — un-der-es-ti-ma-tion /,Anda^ 
.esta'mei/an/ noun, pi -tions [count, noncount] 
un-der-ex-pose AAnda^k'spouz/ verb -pos-es; -posed; 
-pos-ing [+ obj] : to allow too little light to fall on (film in a 
camera) when you are taking a photograph ■ The film was 
underexposed and the pictures came out too dark. - underex¬ 
posed negatives/pictures 

— un-der-ex-po-sure /.Andaik'spousa 1 / noun [noncount] 
un-der-fed /^nda^fed/ adj [more most ~] : not given 

enough food to eat ■ The cat looked underfed. 
Lin-der-flOOr heating /'Anda^floa--/ noun [noncount] 
chiefly Brit : a heating system that is placed under the floor 
of a building - The kitchen was updated with underfloor heat¬ 
ing. 

un-der-foot / % \ndzr'iu\/ adv 

1 : below your feet ■ The ground was slippery underfoot. • 
We walked with dried leaves crunching underfoot. 

2 : near your feet so as to make movement difficult — often 
used figuratively ■ It can be hard to clean the house with five 
children underfoot. 

un-der*fund*ed /.Anda^'fAndad/a# [more most ~j: not 
having enough money to do what is needed ■ The city’s 
school system is badly underfunded. 
un-der-gar-mcnt /'Anda^ga^mant/ noun, pi -merits 
[count] somewhat old-fashioned : a piece of underwear 
un-der-gird /.Anda^'ga-d/ verb -girds; -gird-ed; -gird-ing 
[+ obj] chiefly US : to strengthen or support (something) 
from below — usually used figuratively ■ Their way of life is 
undergirded by religious faith. 

un-der-qo /.Andygou/ verb -goes; -went /-'went/; -gone 
/-'gain/; -go-ing [+ obj] : to experience or endure (some¬ 
thing) * She will have to undergo an operation. ■ He under¬ 
went a personal transformation [=he became a different sort 
of person] after his heart attack, 
un-der-grad /'Anda^graxi/ noun, pi -grads [count] chiefly 
US : UNDERGRADUATE 

un-der-grad-u-ate /^nda'gracfeawat/ noun, pi -ates 
[count] : a student at a college or university who has not yet 
earned a degree • a group of college undergraduates — often 
used before another noun ■ an undergraduate program ■ un¬ 
dergraduate classes 

^n-der-qround Aind!*,ground/ adj 

1 : located or occurring below the surface of the earth ■ un¬ 
derground parking garages ■ an underground explosion 

— compare aboveground, inground 

2 always used before a noun : secret and usually illegal - an 
underground deal ■ The drugs are supplied through an under¬ 
ground network. 

3 always used before a noun : of, relating to, or produced in a 
social and artistic world that is different and separate from 
the main part of society ■ She loves the city’s underground 
music scene. ■ underground newspapers/movies 

2 un-der*grOUnd /^nd^'graund/ 

1 : below the surface of the earth ■ The wires run under¬ 
ground. ■ animals that live underground 

2 ; in or into a place that is hidden or secret: out of the view 
of the public ■ They had been living underground as fugitives. 
■ The political party went underground [=started working in 
secret] after the new government took power. 

3 un-der«grOUnd /'Anda^graund/ noun 

1 Brit : a system of trains that run below the ground in a 
large city : subway [singular] I’ve ridden on the New York 
subway, the Paris Metro, and the London Underground, 
[noncount] She commutes by underground. 

2 the underground : a group of people who secretly work 
to oppose or overthrow a government 

un-der-growth /'Anda-jgrouG/ noun [noncount] : under¬ 
brush 

1 un-der-hand /'And^.hitnd/ adj 

1 US : made with the hand brought forward and upward 
from below the shoulder - an underhand [=(C/S) underhand¬ 
ed , (Brit) underarm] throw — compare overhand 

2 [more most ~] chiefly Brit : underhanded 1 ■ an un¬ 
derhand deal/tactic 

2 underhand adv, US : with an underhand motion ■ Throw 
the ball underhand. 

lin-der-hand-Gd AAnda^zendad/ adj 
1 [more most ~] chiefly US : done in a secret and dishon¬ 
est way : intended to deceive or trick someone ■ People re¬ 
sented the underhanded {-(chiefly Brit) underhand] way that 
he came to power. ■ underhanded tactics/methods 
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2 US : ‘underhand 1 ■ an underhanded throw 

— underhanded adv, US • She threw the ball underhanded. 
un*der*lay / l Anda , *lei/ noun, pi -lays [count] : a layer of ma¬ 
terial that is placed under something else (such as a carpet) 

un-der-lie /jAnda^'lai/ verb -lies; -lay /-'lei/; -lain /-'lem/; 
-lydng [+ obj\ 

1 : to lie or be located under (something) ■ A tile floor under¬ 
lies the rug. ■ The river is underlain by limestone. 

2 : to form the basis or foundation of (an idea, a process, 
etc.) ■ We discussed the principles that underlay their meth¬ 
ods. ■ A theme of revenge underlies much of her writing. 

un*der*line /'Andailain/ verb -lines; -lined; -linking [+ 
obj] 

1 : to draw a line under (something) ■ His name was under¬ 
lined in the book. 

2 : to emphasize (something) : to show the importance of 
(something) ■ The accident underlines our need for better 
safety procedures. 

un*der-iing /'Anda^irj/ noun, pi -lings [count] disapproving 
: a person of low rank who works for a more powerful per¬ 
son : subordinate ■ He takes all the credit, but most of the 
hard work is done by his underlings. 
un*der*ly*ing /^nd^laiio/ adj 

1 — used to identify the idea, cause, problem, etc., that 
forms the basis of something ■ The argument relies on the 
underlying assumption that all criminals are dangerous. ■ an 
underlying cause of the accident ■ They’re dealing with the 
symptoms but they haven’t done anything about the underly¬ 
ing problem/disease. 

2 : lying under or below something • the ocean and the un¬ 
derlying rock 

un*der»manned /^nd^'msend/ adj [more most ~]: not 
having enough workers : understaffed ■ undermanned 
construction crews 

un-der-mine AAnda^'main/ verb -mines; -mined; -min¬ 
ing [+ obj ]: to make (someone or something) weaker or less 
effective usually in a secret or gradual way ■ She tried to un¬ 
dermine my authority by complaining about me to my boss. 
■ The events of the past year have undermined people’s confi¬ 
dence in the government. 

^ivdenneath /.And^'ni :Q/prep 

1 ; below or beneath (something) : under ■ He hid the en¬ 
velope underneath his coat. ■ She slipped a note underneath 
the door. ■ The ball rolled underneath the car. ■ He lives in 
the apartment underneath mine. 

2 : on the bottom of (something) • There was gum stuck un¬ 
derneath the table. 

3 : hidden below (an outward appearance) ■ Underneath her 
calm exterior was a nervous woman with a hot temper. ■ 
They actually had a lot in common underneath their obvious 
differences. ■ He might seem unkind, but underneath it all 
[= actually ], he’s a very caring person. 

2 underneath adv 

1 : below or beneath ■ He wore a white sweater with a red 
shirt underneath. ■ She lifted up the rock and found ants 
crawling underneath. 

2 : on the lower side ■ The car had rust underneath. 

3 underneath noun 

the underneath chiefly Brit : the bottom surface of some¬ 
thing : underside ■ The plate had a name stamped on the 
underneath. 

Un-der*nOUMShed /,And»'naTi.ft/ adj [more most ~] 
: not getting enough food or not getting enough healthy food 
for good health and growth ■ undernourished children 

— un-der-nour-ish-ment /,And»'naTiJm3nt/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

underpaid past tense of underpay 
un-der*pants /'Anda^pEents/ noun [plural] 

1 US : underwear that people wear on the lower part of their 
bodies 

2 Brit: underpants for men and boys 
un-der-pass /'Andaipses, Brit 'Anda,pa:s/ noun, pi -pass¬ 
es [count] : a place where a road or railroad crosses under 
another road or railroad ■ We stood on the bridge and looked 
down at the underpass. — compare overpass 

un-der-pay /jAnda^'pei/ verb -pays; -paid /-'peid/; -pay¬ 
ing : to pay too little for something [no obj] She underpaid 
for her meal. [+ obj] He realized that he had underpaid the 
cashier. ■ The company underpays its workers. ■ They are un¬ 
derpaid for the work they do. ■ underpaid workers 

— opposite OVERPAY 

— un-der-pay-ment noun, pi -ments [count, noncount] 


un-der-per«form /.Andapa^foa-m/ verb -forms; -formed; 
-forming [no obj] : to be less successful than expected or 
required ■ The report shows which schools are underperform¬ 
ing. ■ underperforming stocks 

un*der>pin /.And^'pm/ verb -pins; -pinned; -pin«ning [+ 

obj] : to strengthen or support (something) from below ■ a 
wall underpinned by metal beams — usually used figurative¬ 
ly ■ a report underpinned by ample research 

— un-der-pin-ning /'Anda^pimrj/ noun, pi -nings [count, 
noncount] ■ the moral underpinnings V=basis] of the admin¬ 
istration’s policies 

un-der*play /.Anda-'plei/ verb -plays; -played; -play*ing 

[+obj] 

1 : to make (something) seem less important than it actually 
is : to give too little attention to (something) ■ Don’t under¬ 
play the importance of exercise. ■ She often underplays 
[=,downplays ] her abilities. — opposite overplay 

2 disapproving : to show too little emotion when acting in a 
play, movie, etc. ■ 1 thought she underplayed her character. 

un-der*priV-Meged /jAnda^'privalacfed/ adj [more most 
~] : having less money, education, etc., than the other peo¬ 
ple in a society : having fewer advantages, privileges, and op¬ 
portunities than most people : poor or disadvantaged ■ un¬ 
derprivileged students 

the underprivileged : underprivileged people ■ We have to 
find ways to help the underprivileged. 
un-der-rate /.Anda^'reit/ verb -rates; -rat*ed; -rat-ing [+ 
obj] : to rate or value (someone or something) too low ■ She 
underrated her student’s ability. 

— underrated adj [more most —] ■ He is the most under¬ 

rated player in the league. ■ an underrated restaurant 

un-der-score /'Anda^skoaV verb -scores; -scored; 
-scoring [+ obj] 

1 : to emphasize (something) or show the importance of 
(something) ■ These failures underscore the difficulty of what 
we’re attempting to do. ■ The President’s visit underscores the 
administration’s commitment to free trade. 

2 : to draw a line under (something): underline ■ She un¬ 
derscored the most important points. 

un-der-sea /.Anda'si:/ adj, always used before a noun 
: found, done, or used below the surface of the sea ■ an un¬ 
dersea volcano ■ They are conducting undersea research. ■ 
undersea cables/vessels 

un-der-sec-re-tary AAnda^'sekrajteri, Brit ,And3'sekr3tri/ 
noun, pi -tardes [count] : a high-ranking government offi¬ 
cial who serves under a department secretary or other high 
official ■ the U.S. Undersecretary of Defense 
urvder-sell /^nda^'sel/ verb -sells; -sold /-'sould/; -sell¬ 
ing [+ obj] 

1 : to sell goods for a lower price than (another person or 
company) ■ They promised to undersell their competitors. ■ 
We will not be undersold. 

2 : to be sold at a lower price than (something else) ■ import¬ 
ed cars that undersell domestic models 

un-der-shirt /'Anda^/a*/ noun -shirts [count] US : a shirt 
that has no collar and sometimes no sleeves and that is worn 
as underwear — see color pictures on page C13; compare 
VEST 

Un-der*ShortS /'Anda-j/oa-ts/ noun [plural]: underpants for 
men or boys 

un-der-side /'Anda^said/ noun, pi -sides 

1 [count] : the bottom side or part of something ■ the under¬ 
side of the table 

2 [singular] : a part of life, a city, etc., that is hidden and usu¬ 
ally unpleasant ■ The book explores the underside of human 
nature. ■ Hollywood’s dark underside 

un-der-signed /'Anda^saind/ noun 
the undersigned formal: the person whose name is signed 
or the people whose names are signed at the end of a docu¬ 
ment ■ Ihe undersigned agrees to pay all debts to the bank. 
■ We, the undersigned , object to the recent rulings. 

Lin*deresized /jAnda^'saizd/ adj [more most ~] : smaller 
than the usual size ■ He is undersized for a basketball player. ■ 
the bird’s undersized wings 

un-der-staffed /^nda^'stseft, Brit .Anda'stcnft/ adj [more 
most ~] : not having enough workers : having a staff that is 
too small ■ The office was understaffed. • an understaffed hos¬ 
pital 

un»der»stand /iAnda^stsend/ verb -stands; -stood 
/-'stud/; -standing 

1 : to know the meaning of (something, such as the words 
that someone is saying or a language) : comprehend [+ 
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obj] Do you understand English? ■ “Did you understand what 
he said?” “Not a word (of it).“ ■ I can’t understand a word 
you’re saying. ■ I don’t understand these directions. ■ I didn’t 
understand what you told me. = I didn’t understand you. ■ If I 
understand you correctly [=if I understand what you are say¬ 
ing correctly], this needs to be changed, [no obj] I want you 
to stay away from her. Do you understand! ■ The work has 
to be finished today. Understand ? [=do you understand what 

1 am telling you?] 

2 [+ obj ] : to know how (something) works or happens ■ 
They understand local politics. ■ I don’t understand how this 
is supposed to work. ■ He doesn’t really understand the situa¬ 
tion. ■ You should read the book in order to understand more 
about the subject. • I can’t understand why she would do 
such a thing. ■ She’s beginning to understand what’s going 
on. • You have to understand that I had no other choice. ■ We 
still don’t fully understand the causes of the disease. = The 
causes of the disease are still not fully understood. 

3 a [+ obj] : to know how (someone) thinks, feels, or behaves 
■ I understand [=know] him well enough to know that he 
won’t want to go. ■ She understands children. ■ At first we 
didn’t get along, but I think we understand each other now. 
b : to feel sympathy for someone’s feelings or situation [+ 
obj] She had a similar experience, so she understands what 
I’m going through. ■ I can understand your/you feeling an¬ 
noyed. [=1 think you have good reason for feeling annoyed] 
[no obj] They will understand if you need some time off. ■ My 
cousin doesn’t understand about these things. 

4 [+ obj] a : to think or believe (something) ■ She was given 
to understand [=she was led to believe] that the job was hers. 

— used to say what you believe to be true based on what you 
have heard, read, etc. ■ I understand that they will arrive to¬ 
day. ■ As I understand it, this has been a problem for several 
years. ■ I understand that some doctors disagree. ■ He under- 
stood that he would be paid for the work, b — used to say 
that something is agreed to or accepted and does not need to 
be discussed; usually used as (be) understood ■ It's understood 
that more time will be needed. [=we all know/accept that 
more time will be needed] ■ He believed it was understood 
[=believed that everyone had agreed] that he would be paid 
for the work. 

5 [+ obj] : to think that (something) has a particular meaning 
: interpret ■ I understood the letter to be a refusal. 

6 [+ obj] — used to say that a word or phrase is thought of as 
having been said even though it is not actually said; usually 
used as (be) understood ■ When people say “they’re engaged,” 
the phrase “to be married” is understood. [="they’re en¬ 
gaged" is understood to mean “they’re engaged to be mar¬ 
ried”] 

make yourself understood see 1 make 
un*der*Stand*able /,Anda i, st£end3b3l/ acf; [more most 
~] 

1 : normal and reasonable for a particular situation ■ an un¬ 
derstandable feeling/reaction ■ She made an understandable 
error. ■ It’s perfectly understandable that you would feel sad. 

2 : able to be understood - He can make scientific concepts 
understandable [= comprehensible] to the general public. 

— un-der-stand-ably /^nd^'stasndabli/ adv ■ She was un¬ 
derstandably alarmed/upset/worried. 

un-der-Standdng /^nd^'stasndir)/ noun 

1 : the knowledge and ability to judge a particular situation 
or subject — usually + of [singular] He has a thorough/full 
understanding of the subject. ■ She has a basic/better/deep 
understanding of the process. ■ I hope to get/gain a clearer 
understanding of the issues involved, [noncount] He seems 
to have little understanding of our situation. 

2 [singular] ; an informal agreement ■ We have an under¬ 
standing that whoever cooks doesn’t have to do the dishes. ■ 
After a long discussion they finally achieved/reached an un¬ 
derstanding. = After a long discussion they finally came to 
an understanding. [=they finally agreed] 

3 [noncount] : a willingness to understand people’s behavior 
and forgive them ■ She treats them with kindness and under¬ 
standing. • a relationship based on mutual understanding 

4 [singular] : your belief about something based on what you 
have heard, read, etc. ■ My understanding was that you were 
going to help. = It was my understanding that you were go¬ 
ing to help. [=1 thought that you were going to help] 

on the understanding that — used to say that something is 
done, accepted, etc., because you have been told that 
something else will happen or is true ■ She agreed to do the 
work on the understanding that she would be paid now. 
Understanding adj [more most ~] : showing sympathy 


and kindness : tolerant or sympathetic ■ an understanding 
husband/wife ■ You’ve been very understanding [-patient] 
about his recent problems. 

un*der*state /.And^'steit/ verb -states; -stat-ed; -stat¬ 
ing [+ obj] : to say that (something) is smaller, less impor¬ 
tant, etc., than it really is ■ He understated his taxable in¬ 
come. ■ She’s trying to understate the issue/problem. 
un*der*Stat*ed /^nda^steitad/ adj : expressed or done in a 
quiet or simple way ■ an understated style ■ an understated 
performance ■ understated elegance 
un*der-state-ment AAnda^'steitmant/ noun, pi -ments 

1 [count] : a statement that makes something seem smaller, 
less important, etc., than it really is ■ To say that I didn’t like 
the book is an understatement. [=1 hated the book] • “I may 
have overreacted a little." “That’s the understatement of the 
yearr [=you overreacted very badly] 

2 [noncount] : the practice of describing things in a way that 
makes them seem smaller, less important, etc., than they re¬ 
ally are ■ He has a knack for understatement. ■ a masterpiece 
of understatement 

understood past tense and past participle of understand 
un*der-study /'Anda^stAdi/ noun, pi -studies [count] : an 
actor who prepares to take the part of another actor if that 
actor is unable to perform 

- understudy verb -studies; -stud-ied; -studying [no 

obj] 

un«der»take /.And^'teik/ verb -takes; -took /-'tuk/; -tak- 
en /-'teikan/; -tak«ing [+ obj] formal 

1 : to begin or attempt (something) ■ undertake a task/jour¬ 
ney ■ He’s undertaking a thorough search. ■ The researchers 
undertook a series of studies. 

2 : to agree or promise to do (something) — usually fol¬ 
lowed by to + verb ■ He undertook to raise his sister’s child. • 
The company undertook to end the strike. 

un*der-tak-er /'Anda-iteikay noun, pi -ers [count] : a per¬ 
son whose job is to arrange and manage funerals : funeral 
director 

un-der-tak-ing /'Anda^teikig/ noun, pi -ings 

1 [count] : an important or difficult task or project ■ The res¬ 
toration of the old theater is a huge/major/massive undertak¬ 
ing. ■ He advised us against such a risky/dangerous undertak¬ 
ing. ■ a new creative undertaking 

2 [noncount] : the business of an undertaker • a career in un¬ 
dertaking 

3 [count] Brit, formal : a promise or agreement to do or not 
do something ■ The newspaper gave an undertaking [= prom¬ 
ised 1 not to disclose his identity. 

un-der-tone /'Anda'jtoun/ noun.pl -tones [count] 

1 : a low or quiet voice ■ She commented in an undertone 
that the music was really not very good. 

2 : a quality, meaning, etc., that is present but not clear or 
obvious ■ The play is a comedy with dark undertones. — of¬ 
ten + of • There was an undertone [=hint, undercurrent ] of fear 
throughout the city. 

3 : a color that you can see in small amounts ■ The fabric is a 
rich brown color with undertones of red. 

undertook past tense and past participle of undertake 
un-der-tOW / l Anda , |tou/ noun, pi -tows [count] : a current 
in the sea or ocean that is below the surface and that moves 
away from the shore ■ Don’t get caught in the undertow. 
un*der*USed /,Anda|ju:zd/ adj : not used enough : not ful¬ 
ly used ■ underused land ■ Her talent is underused. 
un-der*val*ue /,Anda i 'v2elju/ verb -vabues; -vahued; 
-vabu-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to place too low a value on (something) ■ Experts under¬ 
valued the stock. 

2 : to fail to give enough importance to (something) ■ Her 
contribution to the project was undervalued. 

un»der«waiter /^nda^'wcct^/ adj : located, used, done, or 
happening below the surface of water ■ underwater caves/ 
volcanoes ■ underwater photography ■ an underwater camera 

— underwater adv ■ swimming underwater 
under way or un«der*way /,Andaiwei/ adv 

1 : in or into motion ■ The train has had to stop briefly, but it 
should be under way again soon. ■ The ship finally got under 
way. [=began sailing] 

2 : happening now ■ Preparations for their arrival are al¬ 
ready under way. • A search is under way. [=in progress] 

un-der-wear /Vnda^weay noun [noncount] : clothing that is 
worn next to your skin and under other clothing ■ He an¬ 
swered the door in his underwear. [=while wearing only un¬ 
derwear] ■ You should pack a change of underwear. [=addi- 
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tional underwear that you can wear at another time] ■ long/ 
thermal underwear [=winter underwear that covers your 
arms and legs] 

un*der-weight /(Andyweit/ adj [more most —] : weigh¬ 
ing less than the normal or expected amount : too light "He 
is slightly underweight. ■ She had become dangerously under¬ 
weight. [ -thin] 

underwent past tense of undergo 

un-der-whelm /(And^'welm/ verb -whelms; -whelmed; 
-whelmdng [+ obj] somewhat humorous : to fail to impress 
(someone) ■ I was underwhelmed by the evidence/perfor¬ 
mance. [=the evidence/performance was not very good and 
did not impress me] 

— underwhelming adj ■ The evidence is underwhelming. 
[=not very good or convincing] ■ an underwhelming perfor¬ 
mance 

un-der-wire /'Anda^waj^/ noun, pi -wires [count, non¬ 
count ] chiefly US : wire running through the bottom edge of 
a brassiere to provide support for a woman’s breasts 

— underwire (chiefly US) or Brit un-der-wired 
/'Anda^wajzrd/ adj • an underwire bra 

un-der*world /'Anda^wa'ld/ noun [singular] 

1 : the world of crime and criminals ■ the criminal under¬ 
world ■ an underworld spy 

2 the underworld : the place where dead people go in 
Greek myths 

un-der-write /'And^rait/ verb -writes; -wrote /-.rout/; 
-written /-.ntp/; -writ-ing [+ obj] 

1 formal : to give money to support (something, such as a 
new business) and agree to be responsible for any losses if it 
fails ■ underwrite an expedition/project 

2 technical : to agree to pay for a certain kind of loss or dam¬ 
age by offering (an insurance policy) ■ underwrite a home¬ 
owner’s policy 

3 technical : to agree to buy (shares) that are not bought by 
investors when the shares are first offered for sale 

— un»der*writ*er /'And^raite/ noun, pi -ers [count] ■ an in¬ 
surance underwriter 

UI1*de*Served /(Andi'zavd/ adj : not earned or deserved 
: unfair or unjustified ■ She was given undeserved credit for 
the idea. ■ an undeserved reputation ■ Her promotion wasn’t 
entirely undeserved. 

un-de-serv-ing /,Andi'z&vir)/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not having qualities that deserve praise, support, etc. ■ 
The article is written well but the author chose an undeserv¬ 
ing subject. ■ He left all his money to his undeserving chil¬ 
dren. ■ ( old-fashioned) the undeserving poor |=poor people 
who have bad moral character and do not deserve to be 
helped] 

2 not used before a noun — used to say that someone should 
not have or be given something; + of' He is undeserving of 
the criticism he has received. [=he does not deserve the criti¬ 
cism he has received] 

un*de*Sir*able /,Andi'zair3b3l/ adj [more most ~]: bad, 
harmful, or unpleasant • an undesirable behavior/habit ■ The 
drug has some undesirable side effects. ■ This may have unde¬ 
sirable consequences. : not worth having or getting : not de¬ 
sirable ■ Frankly, it’s an undesirable and unpleasant job. 

— un-de-sir-abil-i-ty /,Andi,zair3'bil3ti/ noun [noncount] 
— un-de-sir-ably /.Andi'zairabli/ adv • costs are undesir¬ 
ably high 

un-de*sir-ables /,Andi'zair3b3lz/ noun [plural] : people 
who are considered to be dangerous or immoral ■ That bar 
seems to attract a lot of undesirables. 
un*de*sired /,Andi'zaj&d/ adj [more most ~] : unwant¬ 
ed ■ undesired behaviors ■ an undesired outcome 
un-de-tect-able /,Andi'tekt3b3l/ adj : impossible to dis¬ 
cover or notice : not detectable ■ problems which are unde¬ 
tectable by modem medicine 

un-de-tect*ed /,Andi'tekt3d/ adj : not noticed by anyone 
: not detected ■ The tumor was/went/remained undetected 
for years. - No one can slip by the guards undetected. 
un-de-terred /,Andi'ta<l/ adj ■ not discouraged or stopped 
by problems, criticism, etc. • Despite the opposition to their 
proposal, they remain undeterred. • The team was undeterred 
by their recent losses. 

un-de-vel-oped /^ndi'velapt/ adj [more most ~] 

1 of land : not used for building, farming, industry, etc. ■ un¬ 
developed areas 

2 of a country, society, etc. : having many poor people and a 
low level of industrial production : not developed ■ an unde¬ 
veloped nation 


3 : not fully grown or developed ■ undeveloped skills 
lin-dies /'xndiz /noun [plural] informal : underwear; espe¬ 
cially : underpants or panties ■ a pair of undies ■ wearing un¬ 
dies and a bra 

un-dif-fer-en-ti-at-ed /,An,dif3'r£nJi,eit3d/ adj : not di¬ 
vided or able to be divided into different parts ■ an undiffer¬ 
entiated mass 

un-dig-ni-fied /^n'dignajaid/ adj [more most ~] : not 
serious or formal : not dignified • Some people thought her 
behavior was undignified. [=silly, embarrassing] ■ There was 
an undignified rush to the door as soon as the meeting ended, 
un-di-lut-ed /,An,dai'lu:t3d/ adj 

1 literary, of emotions : very strong : not mixed with other 
emotions ■ undiluted joy/pleasure 

2 of a liquid : not mixed with water ■ undiluted [=pure] whis¬ 
key 

un-di-min-ished /jAnda'miniJV adj : not less, smaller, or 
weaker ■ She continued to work with undiminished enthusi¬ 
asm. ■ His interest in the project remains undiminished. 
Ull-diS-Charged /,Andis'tfaa , cfed/ adj, Brit — used to de¬ 
scribe a person who has been declared bankrupt by a court 
of law but who is still required to pay back money that is 
owed ■ an undischarged bankrupt 
un-diS-Ci-plined /,An'dis3pl3nd/ adj [more most ~] 
: behaving in a way that is not properly controlled, orga¬ 
nized, serious, etc.: lacking discipline 'He has been very un¬ 
disciplined about studying. ■ undisciplined children 
un-dis-closed /,Andi'sklouzd/ adj : not made known to 
the public : not named or identified ■ an undisclosed sale of 
stock ■ They settled out of court for an undisclosed amount. 
un-diS-COV-ered /,Andi'skAva<i/ adj : not having been 
found or noticed : not discovered ■ undiscovered territory 
un-dis-crim-i-nat-ing /^ndi'skrima^eitii)/ adj [more 
most ~] : unable to notice the differences between things 
that are of good quality and those that are not ■ undiscrimi¬ 
nating tastes 

un-dis-guised /.Anda'skaizd/ adj, of a feeling : not con¬ 
cealed or hidden • undisguised [=obvious] fear/hatred 
un-dis-mayed /(Andi'smeid/ adj : not worried or upset- 
He was undismayed [= untroubled] by the setbacks, 
un-dis-put-ed /,Andi'spju:t3d/ adj 

1 : definitely true : not doubted or questioned • the undis¬ 
puted facts of the case ■ It is undisputed that he knew the de¬ 
fendant. 

2 : accepted by everyone ■ the undisputed leader/champion 
un-dis-turbed /,Andi'st;*bd/ adj 

1 : not moved, changed, touched, etc., by anyone or any¬ 
thing ■ an undisturbed forest/tomb ■ an area undisturbed by 
industrialization ■ I’d like to work undisturbed for a while. 
[=I’d like to work without being disturbed/interrupted for a 
while] • The nest should be left undisturbed, [-left alone] 

2 : not upset or affected by something ■ She was undisturbed 
by the changes. 

un-di-vid-ed /^nda'vaidad/ adj 

1 : complete or total • You have my undivided [=full\ atten¬ 
tion. 

2 : not separated into smaller parts ■ an undivided property 
un-do /.An'du:/ verb -does; -did /-'did/; -done /-'dxn/; 

-do-ing [ +obj] 

1 : to open or release (something) : to unfasten or loosen 
(something) ■ undo a belt/button/zipper ■ She undid [= unbut¬ 
toned] her blouse. ■ I can’t undo [=untie] this knot. 

2 : to change or stop the effect of (something) : reverse ■ 
You can’t undo the past. ■ The damage cannot be undone. • 
( computers ) Will the program let me undo a change if I make 
a mistake? 

3 formal: to cause the failure of (someone or something) ■ 
He was undone by greed. 

- see also undone 

un-dOC-U-ment-ed /^n'daikja^entad/ acfj 

1 : not having the official documents that are needed to en¬ 
ter, live in, or work in a country legally ■ undocumented 
workers/aliens/immigrants 

2 : not supported by evidence that consists of documents 
: not having written proof ■ The company cannot reimburse 
you for undocumented travel expenses. 

Ull-do-ing /,An'du:wTr)/ noun [singular] 

1 : something that causes someone’s failure, ruin, etc. • My 
quick temper was my undoing. 

2 : a state of failure, ruin, etc. ■ His quick temper helped lead 
to his undoing. ■ The incident resulted in her undoing. 
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un-done /^n'dAn/ adj, not used before a noun 

1 : not fastened or tied ■ My shoelace is undone. = My shoe¬ 
lace has come undone. 

2 : not done : unfinished ■ There were still some tasks left 
undone. 

3 old-fashioned : defeated or destroyed • “ .. . I am spoil’d, 
undone by villains!” —Shakespeare, Othello (1603-05) 

un-doubt-ed /,An'daut3d/ adj : definitely true or existing 
: not doubted ■ an undoubted [= undisputed] truth/fact • his 
undoubted [=undeniable\ charm 

— un-doubt-ed-ly adv • She was undoubtedly [^without a 
doubt ] one of the best athletes in the school. 

un-dreamed Of /,An‘dri:md-/ also chiefly Brit un-dreamt 
of /.An'dremt-/ adj : much more or better than you thought 
was possible ■ opportunities undreamed of 10 years ago — 
usually used as undreamed-of or undreamt-of before a noun 

■ an undreamed-of opportunity 

1 un-dress /.An'dres/ verb -dress.es; -dressed; -dress¬ 
ing 

1 [no obj] : to take your clothes off ■ She undressed and 
climbed into bed. 

2 [+ obj] : to remove the clothes of (someone) ■ She un¬ 
dressed the children for bed. 

2 undress noun [noncount] formal : a state of wearing no 
clothing or of not being fully dressed ■ partial undress • She 
was in a state of undress. [=she was not dressed] 

UfVdressed /,An'drest/ adj 

1 not used before a noun : wearing no clothing : not dressed ■ 

1 was undressed when the fire alarm went off. ■ She got un¬ 
dressed [=took off her clothes] and went to bed. 

2 : not cared for or covered ■ an undressed wound 

3 technical : not finished : not prepared for use ■ undressed 
hides/stones 

un-drink-able /.An'dngkabal/ adj • unhealthy or unpleas¬ 
ant to drink ■ The water was undrinkable and had to be 
boiled. ■ an undrinkable wine 

un-due /,An'du:, Brit ,An‘dju:/ adj, always used before a noun, 
formal : more than is reasonable or necessary : excessive ■ 
undue pressure/influence ■ These requirements shouldn’t 
cause you any undue hardship/burden. ■ His writing is ele¬ 
gant without calling undue attention to itself, 
un-du-late /'Anifeajeit, Brit 'Andj3,leit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; 
-lat-ing [no obj] formal : to move or be shaped like waves ■ 
undulating hills • an undulating surface 

— un-du-la-tion /.Ant^a'lei/an, Brit .Andja'leijan/ noun, pi 
-tions [count] 

un-du-ly /,An'du:li, Brit ,An'dju:li/ adv, formal : to an ex¬ 
treme, unreasonable, or unnecessary degree : excessively 

■ He wasn’t unduly troubled/concemed. ■ taxes that unduly 
burden homeowners • The punishment was unduly harsh. 

Un-dy-ing /^n'dajir)/ adj, always used before a noun : last¬ 
ing forever : never ending ■ undying gratitude/love ■ He 
swore his undying devotion to her. 
un-earned adj : not earned by working ■ Bank in¬ 

terest is regarded as unearned income, 
un-earth /.An'a-e/ verb -earths; -earthed; -earth-ing [+ 
obj] 

1 : to find (something) that was buried in the earth ■ unearth 
[=dig up] buried treasure 

2 : to find or discover (something) that was hidden or lost • 
unearth a secret ■ An old document was unearthed from the 
files. ■ They unearthed evidence that he had accepted bribes. 

un-earth-ly /.An'a-eii / adj 

1 : very strange, unnatural, and frightening ■ an unearthly 
scream 

2 Brit : unreasonably early or late ■ She was up at an/some 
unearthly hour. [= ungodly hour] ■ We left at the unearthly 
time of 5:00 a.m. 

Un-ease /,An'i:z/ noun [noncount] : a feeling of worry or un¬ 
happiness ■ A feeling of unease came over her. ■ They noticed 
increasing signs of unease among the workers. — often + 
about ■ I couldn’t shake a sense of unease about what he told 
me. ■ He had a feeling of unease about the future, 
un-easy /,An'i:zi/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : worried or unhappy about something ■ Rain made the 
crew uneasy. ■ I’m (feeling) uneasy about/with the change. 

2 : likely to change or end : not secure or settled ■ an uneasy 
truce/alliance • He has an uneasy relationship with his fa¬ 
ther. 

3 : awkward and uncomfortable : not relaxed ■ an uneasy si¬ 
lence ■ She’s uneasy among strangers. ■ We spent an uneasy 
night waiting for news. 


— un-eas-i-ly /,An'i:z3li/ adv ■ She looked around uneasily. 
— un-eas-i-ness noun [noncount] 

Un-eat-en /.An'iitp/ adj ■ not eaten ■ A lot of uneaten food 
remained after the banquet ended. ■ Most of her meal was 
left uneaten. 

un-eco-nom-ic /,An,ek3'na:nuk/ adj 

1 : not making a profit ■ an uneconomic business 

2 : uneconomical ■ an uneconomic car 
un-eCO-nom-i-cal /.An^ka'naimikal/ adj [more most 

~] : not using money, resources, etc., in a careful way : not 
economical ■ an uneconomical car ■ It is uneconomical [=too 
expensive] to keep the factory running, 
un-ed-i-fy-ing /,An'ed3,fajn]/ adj [more most —] formal 
: unpleasant and offensive : causing embarrassment ■ an un¬ 
edifying sight/spectacle 

un-ed-U-Cat-ed /iAn'ecfea.keitad/ adj [more most ~] 
: having or showing little or no formal schooling : not edu¬ 
cated ■ an uneducated man ■ uneducated speech 
un-emo-tion-al /^ni'moujan]/ adj [more most ~] : not 
emotional : not showing emotion ■ an unemotional voice/ 
manner • He was a cold and unemotional person. 
Ufl-em-ploy-able /.Anim'plojabal/ adj : lacking the skills, 
abilities, or qualities that are necessary to get or keep a job 
: not employable ■ His drug addiction has made him unem¬ 
ployable. 

un-em-ployed /,Anim'ploid/ adj ■ having no job : not em- 
ployed ■ unemployed workers ■ I’m currently unemployed, 
the unemployed: people who have no jobs ■ centers for the 
unemployed ■ Many of the city’s unemployed are former 
factory workers. 

un-em-plov-ment /^nim'ploimant/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the state of not having a job ■ My unemployment lasted 
about six months. • workers facing unemployment 

2 : the total number of people who do not have jobs in a par¬ 
ticular place or area ■ high/low unemployment • the level of 
unemployment ■ Unemployment has been increasing/rising 
for months. ■ The current unemployment rate is six percent. 

3 US : money paid by the government to someone who does 
not have a job ■ She was on unemployment for a few months. 
= She was receiving/collecting unemployment for a few 
months. — called also unemployment benefits, (Brit) unem¬ 
ployment benefit, (US) unemployment compensation 

un-end-ing /.An'endir)/ adj ’ lasting forever • an unending 
[=endless, never-ending] quest/supply 
un-en-dur-able /(Anm'darabal, Brit ^nin'djuarabal/ adj 
: too unpleasant, painful, etc., to accept or endure ■ unendur¬ 
able [= unbearable ] pain/stress/suffering 
un-en-light-ened /^nin'laitnd /adj [more most ~] : not 

having or showing a good understanding of how people 
should be treated • unenlightened people/comments ■ his un¬ 
enlightened [-ignorant] attitude about women’s rights 
un-en-thu-si-as-tic /.Anin^uizi'sestik, Brit ,Anin,6ju:- 
zi'sestik/ adj [more most ~] : having or showing a lack of 
excitement or interest : not enthusiastic ■ She seemed unen- 
thusiastic about the idea. ■ an unenthusiastic response 
un-en-vi-able /^n'envijabal/ adj [more most ~] : very 
bad or unpleasant ■ I was given the unenviable task of clean¬ 
ing the toilets. • He found himself in the unenviable position 
of having to admit he’d lied, 
un-equal /,An'i:kw3l/ adj 

1 : not the same in a way that is unfair : giving more advan¬ 
tages, power, etc., to some people and less to other people 
for unfair reasons ■ unequal academic standards for male 
and female students ■ unequal justice/treatment based on 
race ■ an unequal contest/fight ■ the unequal [-uneven] distri¬ 
bution of wealth/resources 

2 : different in number, degree, quality, size, etc. • unequal 
amounts • The two boards are unequal in length/size. = The 
two boards are of unequal length/size. 

3 not used before a noun : not able to do what is needed — + 
to ■ She felt unequal to the job. [=she felt that she could not 
do the job] 

— un-equaMy adv • He treats them unequally. 
un-equaled also chiefly Brit un-equalled /,An'i:kw3ld I adj 

: better than all others : unparalleled ■ an unequaled 
achievement/talent 

un-equiv-O-cal /.Ani'kwivakal/ adj, formal : very strong 
and clear : not showing or allowing any doubt : not equivo¬ 
cal • unequivocal evidence ■ Her answer was an unequivocal 
yes/no. ■ He told them in (dear and) unequivocal terms what 
was expected of them. 
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— un-equiV'O-caMy /,Ani'kwiv3kli/ adv ■ She refused un¬ 
equivocally. 

urverr-ing /.An'erir), ^n'&nij/ adj, formal : always right and 
accurate : making no errors ■ She has an unerring instinct for 
language. ■ He has an unerring sense of good taste. 

— un-err-ing-ly adv 

un-eth-i-cal /,An‘e0ik3l/ adj [more most ~] : morally 
bad : not ethical • unethical behavior/methods ■ a medical 
procedure that she considers unethical 

— un-eth-i-cal-ly /,An'e0ikIi/ adj 

un-even /,An'i:v3n/ adj : not even: such as a [more most 
~] : not level, flat, or smooth ■ large uneven teeth ■ uneven 
handwriting ■ an uneven surface/texture b [more most 
~] : not straight or parallel ■ uneven edges c [more —; most 
~] : not following a regular pattern : not the same in all 
parts or at all times : irregular ■ uneven heating/drying ■ 
His breathing was shallow and uneven. ■ You should check 
your car’s tires often for signs of uneven wear, d [more 
most ~]: better in some parts than in others : not consistent¬ 
ly good ■ an uneven performance e [more most ] : un¬ 
equal or unfair : giving an advantage to one side or group ■ 
an uneven distribution of wealth/resources f [more most 
~] : more likely to be won easily by one side than the other 
: having competitors with an unequal chance of winning ■ an 
uneven match g : odd 5a ■ We have an uneven number of 
players, so we’ll have to rotate. 

— un-even-ly adv ■ unevenly cooked food ■ unevenly 
matched teams ■ The money was distributed unevenly. 
— un-even-ness /,An'i:v3nn3s/ noun [noncount] 

uneven bars noun [plural\ sports : a pair of long bars that 
are supported by a base, are parallel to each other at differ¬ 
ent heights, and are used in gymnastics — called also uneven 
parallel bars’, compare parallel bars 

un-event-ful /,Ani'ventf3l/ adj [more most ~] : having 
nothing exciting, interesting, or unusual happening : not 
eventful ■ an uneventful vacation/day/life ■ The flight home 
was uneventful. 

— un-event-ful-ly adv • The day began uneventfully. 

un-ex-cep-tion-able AAnik'sepJanabal/ adj, formal : not 

likely to cause objection or offense — usually used to de¬ 
scribe something that is good but not outstanding or excel¬ 
lent • Her work was unexceptionable. 
un-ex-cep-tion-al /^nik'sep/anal/ adj [more most ~] 
: not unusually good, interesting, etc. : not exceptional • an 
unexceptional [= unremarkable ] student/writer ■ As an actor 
he was unexceptional , but he had a beautiful singing voice. 

un-ex-pect-ed AAnik^pektad/ adj ' not expected • unex¬ 
pected consequences/results • unexpected guests ■ an unex¬ 
pected turn of events ■ The story is full of unexpected [=sur- 
prising] twists. • I’m sad that she’s leaving, but it was not 
unexpected. ■ Drivers must always be prepared to deal with 
the unexpected. [=things that happen unexpectedly] 

— un-ex-pect-ed-ly adv ■ Guests arrived unexpectedly. ■ 
Sales were unexpectedly high this month. 

un-ex-plained /,Anik'splemd/ pdj : having no known rea¬ 
son or cause : not explained ■ an unexplained death/illness ■ 
For some unexplained reason, the plane went off course. 

un-ex-plod-ed /.Anik'sploodod/ adj, of a bomb : not yet 
exploded : live ■ unexploded bombs/mines ■ an unexploded 
shell 

un-ex-plored /(Anik'spload/ adj 

1 : not yet investigated or explored ■ unexplored territory 

2 : not yet studied or discussed thoroughly ■ The subject is 
still unexplored. 

un-ex-pur-gat-ed AAn'ekspa-igeitad/ adj, formal, of a 
book, play, etc. : with all the parts that might offend people 
still included ■ She had read an unexpurgated version of the 
text. 

un-fail-ing AAn'feihi]/ adj • not failing or likely to fail: such 
as a : never changing or becoming weaker even in difficult 
times ■ unfailing loyalty/support ■ She is known for her un¬ 
failing optimism, b : always providing enough of what is 
needed ■ an unfailing [= inexhaustible ] supply 

— un-fail-ing-ly adv ■ He is unfailingly [= always ] punctual/ 
polite. 

un-fair AAn'fea 1 / adj [more most ~] : treating people in a 
way that favors some over others : not fair, honest, or just ■ 
an unfair trial ■ unfair advantages - It’s unfair for them to be 
allowed to leave early if we can’t. ■ It seems unfair to single 
her out for criticism. • Don’t you think you’re being a little 
unfair (to her)? ■ Life is often unfair. ■ The company has been 
accused of unfair labor practices. 


— un-fair-iy adv ■ They treated her unfairly. — un-fair¬ 
ness noun [noncount] 

un-faith-ful /.An'feiGfal/ adj 

1 : having a sexual relationship with someone who is not 
your wife, husband, or partner ■ an unfaithful husband — of¬ 
ten + to ■ She has been unfaithful to him over the years. [=she 
has had sex with other people] 

2 : not accurate ■ an unfaithful translation — often + to «The 
movie was unfaithful to the book. [=the movie did not tell the 
story the way it was written in the book] 

— un-faith-ful-ness noun [noncount] 
un-fa-mil-iar /^nfs'milja 1 / adj [more most ~] : not fre¬ 
quently seen, heard, or experienced ■ He gets nervous when 
he is in unfamiliar surroundings. ■ an unfamiliar face/place ■ 
The book is full of unfamiliar words. — often + to ■ The lan¬ 
guage is unfamiliar to him. [=he does not know the language 
at all] 

unfamiliar with (something) : not having any knowledge 
of something ■ I’m unfamiliar with that subject/language. 

— un-fa-mil-iar-i-ty AAnfa^l'jerati/ noun [noncount] • His 
unfamiliarity with the language made the trip very chal¬ 
lenging. 

un-fash-ion-able AAn'fefanabal/ adj [more most ~] 

: not currently popular or stylish : not fashionable ■ unfash¬ 
ionable shoes 

un-fas-ten AAn'faesp, Brit ,An'fa:s3n/ verb -tens; -tened; 
-ten-ing [+ obj) : to make (something) loose : undo ■ unfas¬ 
ten a belt/buckle/button 

un-fath-om-able AAn'fcebamabal/ adj, literary : impossi¬ 
ble to understand • unfathomable reasons/motives ■ His be¬ 
havior is completely unfathomable. 

un-fa-vor-able (US) or Brit un-fa-vour-able /.An'fei- 
varabal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : likely to cause problems or difficulties ■ unfavorable 
[=bad] weather for a camping trip 

2 : expressing disapproval ■ unfavorable [^critical] comments 

■ The movie has gotten some unfavorable [=bad] reviews. ■ 
She formed an unfavorable impression of him. ■ The article 
cast/put him in an unfavorable light. [=the article made him 
look bad] 

— un-fa-vor-ably ( US) or Brit un-fa-vour-ably /,An'fei- 
varabli/ adv 

Ull-fazed /,An'feizd/ adj : not confused, worried, or shocked 
by something that has happened ■ She was unfazed by the de- 
lay. 

un-feel-ing /,An'fi:lir)/ adj [more most —] : not kind or 
sympathetic toward other people ■ She says the most unfeel¬ 
ing things. ■ How can you be so cold and unfeelingfl 

— un-feel-ing-ly adv 

un-feigned /,An'feind/ adj : not false or pretended : genu¬ 
ine ■ an unfeigned [=real] interest in people • She looked at 
him with unfeigned admiration, 
un-fet-tered /,An'fetad/ adj, formal : not controlled or re¬ 
stricted • unfettered [-free] access • an unfettered market 
un-filled /,An'fild/ adj : not filled: such as a : available be¬ 
cause no one has been chosen to take it ■ The job/position is 
still unfilled, b : requested but not yet prepared or given ■ 
an unfilled order ■ unfilled prescriptions 
un-fin-ished /^'fini/t/ adj : not completed : not finished 

■ an unfinished building/play/sentence ■ unfinished furniture 
[=fumiture made of wood that has not yet been stained or 
varnished] 

unfinished business : something that you need to deal 
with or work on : something that has not yet been done, 
dealt with, or completed ■ You and I still have some unfin¬ 
ished business together. 

U n-fit /,An'fit/ adj 

1 ; not proper, suitable, or acceptable — often + for ■ The 
movie is unfit for children. [=children should not watch the 
movie] ■ The land is unfit for human habitation. — often fol¬ 
lowed by to + verb ■ The food was unfit to eat. 

2 : not having the necessary qualities, skills, mental health, 
etc., to do something ■ an unfit parent [=a person who cannot 
care for a child properly] — often +for • He’s clearly unfit for 
the position. • He’s unfit for army service. ■ The defendant 
was declared unfit for trial. — sometimes followed by to + 
verb • The defendant is unfit to stand trial. 

3 : not physically healthy : not in good physical condition ■ 
Her sisters are overweight and unfit. [=out of shape] 

— un-fit-ness noun [noncount] 

un-flag-ging AAn'flaegii]/ adj ■ not decreasing or becoming 
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weaker : remaining strong ■ her unflagging energy /enthusi¬ 
asm 

un-flap*pa*ble /.An'flzepabal/ adj [more most ~] : not 
easily upset: unusually calm in difficult situations ■ He has a 
reputation for being unflappable. 
un-flat"ter*ing /lAn'flaetsni)/ adj [more most ~] : mak¬ 
ing someone or something look or seem worse or less attrac¬ 
tive : not flattering ■ She was wearing the most unflattering 
outfit. • an unflattering color ■ unflattering news coverage 
un-flinch'ing / t \n l f\m$ir)f adj [more most ~] 

1 : staying strong and determined even when things are diffi¬ 
cult ■ unflinching dedication 

2 : looking at or describing something or someone in a very 
direct way ■ his unflinching gaze ■ The movie takes an un¬ 
flinching look at the war. [=it tells the truth about the war, 
even the unpleasant parts] 

— un-flinch-ing-ly adv 

un-fO'CUSed or Brit urvfo’cussed /jAn'foukast/ adj : not 
focused: such as a : not relating to or directed toward one 
specific thing (such as a particular goal or task) ■ an unfo¬ 
cused approach to studying ■ Your essay seems unfocused 
and unclear. ■ He seemed a little unfocused [=distracted] to¬ 
day. ■ She has lots of unfocused energy/anger, b : not look¬ 
ing at anything specific ■ an unfocused gaze ■ Her eyes were 
unfocused. 

un-fold /(An'fould/ verb -folds; -fold-ed; -fold-ing 

1 : to spread or cause (something) to spread or straighten 
out from a folded position [+ obf] unfold a map/newspaper 
[no obf\ The couch unfolds to form a bed. 

2 [no obf\ : to happen as time passes ■ We’ll have more news 
as events unfold. ■ We watched the drama unfold on live tele¬ 
vision. 

3 [no obf\ : to be told or made known • As the story unfolds, 
we learn that the boy became an orphan when he was one 
year old. 

Un-forced /,An'fo0«t/ adj 

1 : not caused by someone else : caused by your own poor 
play, performance, etc. ■ an unforced error 

2 : natural and done without effort ■ an unforced smile/style 
un-fore-see-able /,An,fo^'si:j3b3l/ acfj : impossible to pre¬ 
dict or expect ■ unforeseeable problems 

un-fore-seen /^n^oa^sirn/ adj : not predicted or expected 
: unexpected ■ unforeseen consequences ■ cancellations 
due to illness and other unforeseen circumstances ■ Barring 
any unforeseen problems, we should finish on time, 
un-for-get-ta-ble /^nfa'getabal/ adj [more most ~] 
: very special, unusual, beautiful, etc., and therefore difficult 
or impossible to forget - It was an unforgettable [= memora¬ 
ble ’] experience/night. 

— un-for-get-ta-bly /jAnfa^getabli/ adv 
un-for-giv-able /lAnfa^givabal/ adj [more most ~] : so 

bad that it can never be forgiven ■ an unforgivable crime/sin ■ 
His comment was unforgivable. [=inexcusable\ 

— un-for-giv-ably /,Anf»*giv3bli/ adv 

un-for-giv-ing /^nf&'givujf adj [more most ~] 

1 : not willing to forgive other people ■ an unforgiving per¬ 
son/attitude ■ They are unforgiving of the smallest mistake. 

2 : very harsh or difficult: not allowing weakness, error, etc. 
■ an unforgiving climate/environment ■ the unforgiving world 
of politics 

un-formed /^n'foa-md/ adj : not fully or completely devel¬ 
oped ■ an unformed thought/idea ■ unformed young minds 
1 un-for-tU-nate /.An'foatfanat/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not fortunate: such as a : having bad luck : unlucky ■ 
She was unfortunate enough to have been chosen as an ex¬ 
ample. ■ the unfortunate victim ■ some unfortunate person b 
: coming or happening by bad luck ■ an unfortunate experi¬ 
ence/result ■ an unfortunate chain of events ■ unfortunate in¬ 
vestments • It’s unfortunate that he couldn’t be here for your 
birthday. 

2 : not appropriate or desirable - He has an unfortunate ten¬ 
dency to show up late. • an unfortunate choice of words 

2 unfortunate noun, pi -nates [count] literary : an unfortu¬ 
nate person ■ a group of poor unfortunates 
un-for-tU-nate-lv /.An'fpcTtfanatli/ adv [more most ~] — 
used to say that something bad or unlucky has happened ■ 
Unfortunately, we didn’t finish on time. ■ Unfortunately for 
us, the car broke down. ■ That, unfortunately, cannot be 
guaranteed. ■ “Would you like to have dinner with us?” "I 
can’t, unfortunately. I have to work.” ■ The show was great, 
but unfortunately we had very bad seats. — opposite fortu¬ 
nately 


Un-fOlind-ed /,An'faund3d/ adj, formal : not based on facts 
or proof : groundless ■ unfounded claims/rumors ■ His 
fears are unfounded. 

un-freeze /.An'frkz/ verb -freez-es; -froze /-'frouz/; -froz¬ 
en /-'frouzp/; -freez-ing 

1 : to stop being frozen or to cause (something) to stop being 
frozen : thaw [no obf] We can’t wait until the ground un¬ 
freezes so we can start gardening. [+ obf] The warm weather 
unfroze the lake. 

2 [+ obf] : to allow (money or property) to be used, spent, 
etc. ■ The Justice Department agreed to unfreeze the compa¬ 
ny’s assets. 

3 : to start working properly again [no obf] I had to wait for 
my computer to unfreeze before I could read my e-mail. [+ 
obf] He helped me to unfreeze my computer. 

— unfrozen adj ■ an unfrozen lake ■ The computer is unfro¬ 
zen. 

un-friend-ly /.An'frendli/ adj un-friend-li-er; -est : not 

friendly: such as a : not kind or helpful ■ unfriendly people ■ 
They were very unfriendly to/towards us. b : not showing 
kind or friendly feelings ■ an unfriendly greeting/stare c 
: harmful or unpleasant ■ an unfriendly environment d — 
used to describe a country, government, etc., that opposes 
yours ■ unfriendly nations 

— un-friend-li-ness /jAn'frcndlinas/ noun [noncount] 
un-ful-filled /,An,ful*fild/ adj 

1 : not yet achieved • an unfulfilled dream/promise 

2 : not feeling happy and satisfied about life : feeling that 
your abilities and talents are not being fully used ■ She’s 
bored and unfulfilled at her job. 

un-ful-fill-ing /.Anful'fihi]/ adj [more most ~] : not pro¬ 
viding happiness or satisfaction : not fulfilling ■ an unfulfill¬ 
ing job/relationship 

un-fun-ny /,An'fAni/ adj, disapproving : not funny ■ He told 
some unfunny jokes that made us all uncomfortable, 
un-furl /(An'fa-l/ verb -furls; -furled; -furl-ing : to cause 
(something that is folded or rolled up) to open [+ obf] They 
unfurled the sails. ■ unfurl a flag/ban ner [no obf] The flow¬ 
ers/leaves are starting to unfurl, [-open] 
un-fur-nished ^An'fafiijt/ adj ' without furniture : not 
furnished ■ She rented an unfurnished apartment, 
un-gain-ly /,An'gemli/ adj [more most ~] : moving in an 
awkward or clumsy way : not graceful ■ a large, ungainly an¬ 
imal -He was tall and ungainly. 

— un-gain-li-ness noun [noncount] 
un-glued /,An'glu:d/ adj 

come unglued US, informal 1 : to become.extremely up¬ 
set or angry ■ She came unglued when they refused her re¬ 
quest. 2 : to fail suddenly or completely ■ Their marriage 
came unglued [-{Brit) came unstuck] soon after the baby 
was bom. 

un-god-ly /,An'ga:dli/ adj un-god-li-er; -est [or more 
most ~] 

1 somewhat old-fashioned a : not believing in or respecting 
God ■ ungodly people b : immoral or evil ■ ungodly behav¬ 
ior 

2 always used before a noun : very bad or shocking : outra¬ 
geous or unacceptable ■ They need an ungodly [=extremely 
large] amount of money to complete the project. ■ What an 
ungodly racket they’re making! ■ Who would call at this un¬ 
godly hourt [=who would call so late/early?] 

— un-god-li-ness /lAn'gcudlinas/ noun [noncount] 
un-gov-ern-able /,An'gAvan3b3l/ adj, formal 

1 : impossible to govern ■ The people there seemed almost 
ungovernable. 

2 : impossible to control ■ an ungovernable temper 
un-gra-ciOUS AAn'greiJas/ adj [more most ~] formal 

: not polite or respectful : not gracious : rude • There’s no 
need to be ungracious about it. ■ an ungracious response 

— un-gra-cious-ly adv - un-gra-cious-ness noun [non- 
count] 

un-gram-mat-i-cal AAngra'mastikal/ adj ' not following 
the rules of grammar : not grammatical ■ an ungrammatical 
sentence 

un-grate-ful /,An'greitfal/ adj [more most ~] : not feel¬ 
ing or showing thanks for favors, gifts, etc.: not grateful ■ an 
ungrateful child ■ I don’t mean to seem ungrateful. 

-un-grate-ful-ly adv -un-grate-ful-ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

un-ground-ed /,An'graund3d/ adj : not based on facts 
: groundless ■ ungrounded accusations 
un-guard-ed /^n'gaadgd/ adj 
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1 : speaking carelessly without thinking about what you are 
saying : direct and honest especially when you should be 
cautious ■ an unguarded remark • I let the secret about the 
surprise party spill out in an unguarded moment 

2 : not protected or watched over ■ an unguarded border 
urvguent /'Aijgwant/ noun, pi -guents [count] old- 

fashioned : an oily substance that is put on the skin or a 
wound 

urvguid-ed /,An'gaid3d/ adj : not controlled or led by any¬ 
one or anything : not guided ■ an unguided tour ■ unguided 
missiles 

urvhanvpered /,An'haemp0"d/ adj : allowed to move, 
progress, or happen without difficulties or obstacles ■ un¬ 
hampered freedom — usually + by • She enjoyed a season 
unhampered by injury. 
un-hap-pMy /,An'haep3li/ adv 

1 : without happiness : in an unhappy manner ■ They were 
unhappily married for two years. 

2 : in a way that is unfortunate or unlucky ■ Unhappily [= un¬ 
fortunately j, many of the passengers got seasick on the tour. 

un-haP-PV /,An'haspi/ adj un-hap-pi-er; -est [or more 
most ~] 

1 : sad, depressed, or disappointed : not happy ■ I can see 
that he’s unhappy , but I don’t know why. ■ I’ve never seen 
her looking so unhappy. ■ I left the store an unhappy [= unsat¬ 
isfied ] customer. — often + with ■ He was unhappy with the 
quality of the food. — often + about • The children were all 
unhappy about going back to school. — often + that ■ She 
was unhappy that her favorite television show was canceled. 

2 : causing or involving feelings of sadness : not pleasant or 
joyful ■ an unhappy childhood/marriage • For three unhappy 
days we were all stuck in the house because of the blizzard. 

3 : not appropriate or lucky ■ an unhappy choice of career/ 
words ■ The movie’s hero meets an unhappy fate. 

— un*hap"pj>ness noun [noncount] ■ His unhappiness was 
clear from the expression on his face. 

urvharmed /(An'hoamd/ adj, not used before a noun : safe 
or unhurt : not harmed ■ They escaped from the fire un¬ 
harmed. 

un-healthy /,An'hel0i/ adj un-health-i-er; -est [or more 
most ~]: not healthy: such as a : not having or showing 
good health ■ an unhealthy liver ■ unhealthy workers ■ Her 
skin looks blotchy and unhealthy, b : harmful to your 
health : likely to make you sick ■ unhealthy eating habits ■ 
Tests revealed an unhealthy level of lead in the water. ■ Eat¬ 
ing honey can be unhealthy for babies. C : not doing well 
: not successful ■ an unhealthy economy ■ a financially un¬ 
healthy company d : involving or causing feelings and 
thoughts that are not normal and healthy ■ He was stuck in 
an unhealthy relationship. • She has an unhealthy interest in 
natural disasters. 

— urvhealth-i-ly /,An'hel03li /adv 
un-heard /.An'h^d/ adj 

1 : not given attention ■ The students’ concerns went un¬ 
heard [=were ignored] by the school’s administration. 

2 : not heard or listened to ■ Their cries for help were un¬ 
heard. • a previously unheard recording 

un«heard—Of /jAn'ha^Av/ adj : not known to have existed 
or happened before : very unusual ■ In those days, indoor 
plumbing was almost unheard-of. [=very few people had in¬ 
door plumbing] ■ He was hired for an unheard-of salary of 
more than a million dollars. ■ It’s not unheard-of for a pa¬ 
tient’s condition to improve this quickly. 
un-heat*ed /,An'hi:t3d/ adj : not having a system that pro¬ 
vides warmth : not heated ■ an unheated room/home 
un*heed-ed /,An'hi:d3d/ adj : heard or noticed but then ig¬ 
nored or not followed ■ unheeded warnings ■ The panel’s rec¬ 
ommendations went unheeded. [=were ignored] 
un-help-ful /(An'helpfsl/ adj [more most ~J : giving no 
help : not helpful or useful • His advice was well-intended 
but unhelpful. 

— un-help-ful-ly adv - un-help-ful-ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

un*her-ald-ed /,An'her3ld3d/ adj, formal 

1 : not getting the praise or appreciation that is deserved ■ 
Our goalie is one of the unheralded players on our team. 

2 : happening without any warning ■ an unheralded ^unex¬ 
pected] visit 

un-hes-i-tat-ing AAn'hezs^eitir)/ adj : done, made, or 
shown quickly and immediately without waiting or hesitat¬ 
ing ■ an unhesitating reply ■ They responded to the danger 
with unhesitating courage. 


- un-hes.j.tat-ing-ly adv • She unhesitatingly accepted 
their offer. 

un-hin-dered /.An'hmd^d/ adf ‘ able or allowed to happen 
or continue without being slowed, stopped, or made more 
difficult ■ a journey unhindered by rain ■ She was given un¬ 
hindered access to the files. 

un-hinge ^An'hincfc/ verb -hing-es; -hinged; -hing-ing 

[+ obj] : to make (someone) very upset or mentally ill — usu¬ 
ally used as (be) unhinged ■ He was unhinged by grief. 
Urvhip /jAn'hip/ adj [more most ~] chiefly US : not know¬ 
ing about or following the newest styles, fashions, etc. : not 
hip ■ The students thought that their teachers were hopeless¬ 
ly unhip. 

un-hitch /.An'hitf/ verb -hitch-es; -hitched; -hitch-lng [+ 

obj] : to disconnect (something) that is attached to some¬ 
thing else by a knot, hook, or hitch ■ We unhitched the trailer 
from the car. ■ They unhitched the horses. 

Un-hO-ly /(An'houli/ adj 

1 : not showing respect for a god or a religion : not holy ■ an 
unholy attitude 

2 — used to describe people or groups that are working to¬ 
gether for a bad purpose ■ an unholy alliance between politi¬ 
cians and lobbyists 

3 always used before a noun, informal : shockingly or sur¬ 
prisingly bad, large, etc. • Our finances were an unholy mess. 

■ They have spent an unholy amount of money on the 
project. 

un-hook /.An'huk/ verb -hooks-, -hooked; -hook-lng [+ 

obj\ 

1 : to remove (something) from a hook ■ He unhooked the 
fish from the line. 

2 : to open or remove (something that is attached with 
hooks) ■ She unhooked the gate. 

un-hur-ried /^n'harid /adj : not happening or done quick¬ 
ly or too quickly : relaxed and calm ■ We strolled along at an 
unhurried [=leisurely ] pace. 

- un-hur-ried-ly adv 

un-hurt AAn'hert/ adj, not used before a noun : not hurt ■ 
They were unhurt [=unharmed] in the crash. 
Un-hy-gien-ic /|An,hai'cteenik/ adj : not clean and there¬ 
fore likely to make you sick : not hygienic ■ unhygienic con¬ 
ditions 

Uni /*ju:ni/ noun, pi unis informal 

1 [count] US : uniform ■ The players were wearing their 
new unis. 

2 [noncount] Brit: university ■ She spent the first year af¬ 
ter uni looking for a job. 

UT\\-prefix : one : single • unilateral 

uni-cam-er-al /,juiru'kasmsrsl/ adj, technical : having only 
one part — used to describe a government in which the peo¬ 
ple who make laws are not divided into more than one group 

■ a unicameral parliament 

UNICEF /*ju:n3,sef/ abbr United Nations Children’s Fund 
UNICEF is an organization created by the United Nations to 
help children in poor countries around the world. 

Uni-COm / l ju:n3,ko3 , n/ noun, pi -corns [count] : an imagi¬ 
nary animal that looks like a horse and has a straight horn 
growing from the middle of its forehead 
uni-cy-cle /'ju:m,saik3l/ noun, pi -cy-cles [count] : a vehi¬ 
cle that is similar to a bicycle but has only one wheel 

— compare BICYCLE, TRICYCLE 
un-iden-ti-fi-able /^naLdents'fajsbsl/ adj : impossible to 

identify ■ Many of the bodies pulled out of the wreckage 
were unidentifiable. ■ an unidentifiable substance 
Un-iden-ti-fied /,Anai'dent3,faid/ adj : not known or iden¬ 
tified ■ Police said that an unidentified person saved the boy 
from drowning. ■ an unidentified flying object [-UFO] 

1 uni-form /'ju:n3,fo^m/ noun, pi -forms : a special kind of 
clothing that is worn by all the members of a group or orga¬ 
nization (such as an army or team) [count] a school/police/ 
baseball uniform [noncount] soldiers In (full) uniform 
[=wearing uniforms] — see color picture on page C16 
2 uniform adj [more most ~] : not varying or changing 
: staying the same at all times, in all places, or for all parts or 
members ■ The museum is kept at a uniform temperature to 
protect the artifacts. ■ The cookies should be uniform in size. 
= The cookies should be of uniform size. ■ All departments 
have uniform training standards. 

— uni-form-ly adv • The trees are uniformly [-evenly] spaced 
along the walkway. ■ uniformly high standards 
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uniformed /'jrena^osmid/ adj : dressed in a uniform ■ uni- 
formed officers/police/soldiers 

uni-for-mi-ty / I ju:n3 , fo»ni3ti/ noun : the quality or state of 
being the same : the quality or state of being uniform or 
identical [noncount] There is little uniformity among the 
states in voting procedures. [=different states have different 
voting procedures] [singular] There is a uniformity of opin¬ 
ion among the students. [=they all have the same opinion] 
uni-fy /'juina.fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing [+ obj]: to cause 
(people or things) to be joined or brought together : UNITE ■ 
ihe creation of the national railroad system unified the 
country. ■ two very different people unified by a common be¬ 
lief 

— uni-fi-ca-tion /gjuinsfs'keijsn/notm [ noncount ] ■ the uni¬ 
fication of Germany 

Ufli-lat-er-al /JuiniMaetsrel/ afij : involving only one group 
or country ■ Our country is prepared to take unilateral ac¬ 
tion. ■ a unilateral cease-fire — compare bilateral, multi¬ 
lateral, TRILATERAL 

— uni-lat-er-al-ism /ju.m'laetsrs^izsm/ noun [noncount] 
— uni-lat-er-al-ly adv ■ We will act unilaterally to defend 
our interests. 

un-imag*in-able /^na'maecfeanabal/ adj [more most ~] 
; not possible to imagine : beyond what you would normally 
imagine ■ the unimaginable horrors of war ■ a disaster of al¬ 
most unimaginable proportions ■ This technology would 
have been unimaginable five years ago. 

— un*imag-in*ably /.Ans'maetfesnsbli/ adv ■ unimaginably 
large numbers 

un-imag*i*na*tive AAns'maecfesnstiv/ adj [more most 
~~\ : not having or showing an ability to think of new and in¬ 
teresting ideas : not imaginative ■ a predictable and unimag¬ 
inative writer/book * The service is great but the menu is un¬ 
imaginative. 

— un-imag-i-na-tive-ly adv 

un-imag-ined /gAns'maecfeand/ adj ' not yet thought of 
: not imagined ■ Space exploration holds unimagined possi¬ 
bilities. 

un-im*paired /^mm'pe^d/ adj : not made weaker or 
worse by illness, injury, etc. : not impaired ■ He suffered 
some brain damage but his speech remained unimpaired. • 
unimpaired drivers [=drivers who are not drunk, drugged, 
etc.] 

un-im*peach*able /.Amm'prtfsbsl/ adj, formal: very reli¬ 
able and trusted : not able to be doubted or questioned • a 
person of unimpeachable integrity • The information is from 
an unimpeachable source. 

— un-im-peach-ably /gAnim'pktfsbli/ adv • an unimpeach¬ 
ably honest person 

un«im-ped-ed /,Anim'pi:d3d/ adj ' not slowed, delayed, or 
blocked ■ an unimpeded view of the ocean - They had unim¬ 
peded access to the archives. ■ He crossed the border unim¬ 
peded (by police). 

un*im*por-tant /,Anim'po0 i tpt/ adj [more most ~] : not 
important • She played a relatively unimportant role in the 
movie. ■ unimportant [= trivial] details/matters 

— un-im-por-tance /.Amm'po^tns/ noun [noncount] ■ He 
doesn’t waste time on issues of relative unimportance. 

un-im-pressed /,Anim’prcst/ adj, not used before a noun 
: not feeling that someone or something is very good or spe¬ 
cial : not impressed "He was unimpressed by/with their ar¬ 
guments. 

un«im*pres*sive /^nim'presiv/ adj [more most ~]: not 
deserving attention, admiration, or respect: not impressive ■ 
Her work is good but unimpressive. ■ an unimpressive perfor¬ 
mance 

un-in-formed /^mn'foMnd/ adj [more most ~] : not 
having knowledge or information about something : not in¬ 
formed ■ Many Americans are sadly uninformed [= ignorant ] 
about politics. ■ uninformed readers ■ an uninformed opinion 
un*in-hab-it*able /gAnin'haebstsbsl/ adj : not safe or suit¬ 
able to be lived in ■ an uninhabitable wasteland • Flooding 
made the building uninhabitable. 
un-in-hab*it*ed /,Amn'haeb3t3d/ acfi, of a place : not lived 
in by people ■ a small uninhabited island 
un-in*hib-it-ed /,Anin'hib3t3d/ adj [more most ~] : able 
to express thoughts and feelings freely : not inhibited ■ She’s 
very uninhibited and is always the life of the party. 
un*ini-ti>at-ed /^m'mji^itad/ noun 
the uninitiated : people who do not have knowledge of or 


experience with something • For the uninitiated , let me ex¬ 
plain how this device works. 

— uninitiated acfi • An uninitiated observer might find his 
behavior strange. 

un-in-jured /(An'mcfead/ adj : not hurt : not injured • The 
driver of the car died but the passengers were uninjured. 
urvin-spired /•Aiim'spajad/ adj [more most ~]: not very 

good or clever : not inspired ■ She gave an uninspired perfor¬ 
mance. ■ The menu was uninspired. 
un«in*spir*ing /gAnin'spainrj/ adj [more most ~) : not 
causing people to want to do or create something : not in¬ 
spiring ■ an uninspiring public speaker ■ The landscape was 
dreary and uninspiring. 

un-in«sured /,Anm'/^d/ adj : not having insurance : not in¬ 
sured • uninsured drivers 

the uninsured : people who do not have insurance 
un-in-teMi*gent ^Anin'tclscfesnt/ adj [more most ~] 
: not intelligent • The radio show was full of unintelligent 
banter. ■ unintelligent animals 

un-in*teMi-gi-ble /gAnin'tclsdjsbsl/ adj : impossible to un¬ 
derstand : not intelligible "He left an unintelligible message 
on my voice mail. — often + to ■ They have their own lingo 
that is unintelligible to outsiders. 

— un*in*tel*li-gi-bly /.Aiun'telscfeabli/ adv 
un*in-tend-ed /lAiun'tendod/ adj : not planned as a pur¬ 
pose or goal : not intended • an unintended pregnancy • The 
proposed bill could have unintended consequences- 

un-in-ten-tion-al /gAiun'tcnJsnl/ adj : not done in a way 
that is planned or intended : not intentional ■ If I said some¬ 
thing to offend you, I swear it was unintentional. * an unin¬ 
tentional omission/error 

— un-in-ten-tlon-al-ly adv ■ He unintentionally stepped on 
my foot. 

un*in*ter-est-ed /,An'mtr3st3d/ adj ' not wanting to learn 
more about something or become involved in something 
: not interested — often + in • She seemed uninterested in 
our problems. 

Un-in•ter*est*ing /,An'mtr3stii]/ adj [more most ~] 
: dull and boring : not interesting ■ a topic that is uninterest¬ 
ing to most readers • The food was bland and uninteresting. 
un-in-ter-rupt-ed /gAngmts'rAptad/ adj : not interrupted, 
stopped, or blocked • She managed eight hours of uninter¬ 
rupted [-continuous] sleep. ■ a workday uninterrupted by dis¬ 
tractions ■ From the hotel window we had an uninterrupted 
view of the ocean. 

— un-in-ter-rupt-ed-ly adv 

un-in-vit-ed /,Anm'vait3d/ adj ‘ not asked or expected to 
come or to do something with others : not invited ■ She 
showed up uninvited. • I was annoyed that he brought two 
uninvited guests to my party. 

Un-in-vit-ing /,Amn'vaitii]/ adj [more most ~] : not ap¬ 
pealing or attractive : not inviting "He was facing the unin¬ 
viting prospect of having to move again. • The house was 
dark and uninviting. 

un-in-volved /.Aiun'vailvd/ adj : not involved : not having 
a part in some activity • He was uninvolved in the crime. 
Union /'jumjsn/ noun, pi unions 

1 [count] : an organization of workers formed to protect the 
rights and interests of its members • She joined the teachers’ 
union. ■ union members/leaders/officials — called also (US) 
labor union, (Brit) trade union 

2 [noncount] : an act of joining two or more things together ■ 
An embryo is created through the union of sperm and egg. ■ 
a perfect union of Eastern and Western music 

3 [singular] : a group of states or nations that are ruled by 
one government or that agree to work together ■ the former 
Soviet Union • the European Union 

4 the Union a : the United States • Utah joined the Union 
in 1896. The State of the Union address is a yearly speech 
given by the U.S. President to Congress and the people to tell 
them about important things that are affecting the country, 
b : the group of northern states that supported the federal 
government during the American Civil War ■ One brother 
fought for the Union and one for the Confederacy. — often 
used as Union before another noun • Union soldiers 

5 [count] : an organized group of people, businesses, etc., 
that have the same purpose or interest • the American Civil 
Liberties Union • the International Skating Union — see also 
STUDENT UNION 

6 formal : the act of getting married or of causing two peo¬ 
ple to be married [noncount] the union of two people in 
marriage [count] They celebrated their union [-marriage] 
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with more than 200 friends and family members. — see also 
CIVIL UNION 

7 [count, noncount ] formal : the activity or an act of having 
sex«sexual union 

union-ist /•juinjamst/ noun, pi -ists [count] 

1 : someone who supports labor unions 

2 Unionist : a supporter of the Union (sense 4b) during the 
American Civil War 

3 Unionist : a person who believes that Northern Ireland 
should remain a part of the United Kingdom 

— unionism /'juinja^izam/ noun [ noncount ] 
union-ize also Brit unionise /'ju:nj3,naiz/ verb -iz»es; 

-ized; -iz-ing 

1 [no obj \: to form or join a labor union ■ Workers are fight¬ 
ing for the right to unionize. 

2 [+ obj] : to help (people) form or join a labor union ■ Orga¬ 
nizers unionized the staff. ■ unionized workers/industries 

— union-i-za-tion also Brit union«i>sa»tion /Juinjana- 
'zeijan, Brit .jurnja.nai'zei/an/ noun [noncount] - the 
unionization of factory workers 

Union Jack noun 

the Union Jack : the national flag of the United Kingdom 
Union suit noun, pi ~ suits [count] US : underwear usually 
for men that covers the body, legs, and arms, and that has 
buttons down the front 

unique /ju'nrk/ adj 

1 — used to say that something or someone is unlike any¬ 
thing or anyone else ■ The shape of each and every snow¬ 
flake is unique. • His talents make him truly unique. 

2 [more most ~~] : very special or unusual ■ a unique op¬ 
portunity ■ a unique feature/characteristic ■ She’s in the 
unique position of running for office against her husband. ■ 
Humans are unique among mammals in several respects. 

3 : belonging to or connected with only one particular thing, 
place, or person — + to • a species unique to the region ■ 
These problems are not unique to our city. [=these problems 
occur in other places and not only in our city] 

— uniquely adv ■ a uniquely American tradition ■ Her sense 
of humor is uniquely her own. ■ He is uniquely suited to 
lead this company. — uniqueness noun [noncount] 

uni-sex /■ju:n3,s£ks/ adj, always used before a noun : de¬ 
signed for or used by both men and women ■ unisex clothing 
* a unisex hair salon 
uni*Son /'juinasan/ noun 

In unison If people do something in unison , they do it to¬ 
gether at the same time. ■ singing/playing in unison • The 
children recited the alphabet in unison. If people work in 
unison , they work together to achieve something. ■ Local 
residents and police are working in unison to make the 
neighborhood safer. 
unit /'jurnat/ noun, pi units [count] 

1 : a single thing, person, or group that is a part of some¬ 
thing larger ■ The family is the basic unit of society. » The 
search party broke up into smaller units. ■ Their army unit 
guarded the border. 

2 : a part of a hospital where a particular type of care is pro¬ 
vided ■ the intensive care unit ■ a trauma unit 

3 : a particular amount of length, time, money, etc., that is 
used as a standard for counting or measuring ■ Feet and 
meters are units of length. ■ units of measurement ■ The dol¬ 
lar is the principal unit of American currency. 

4 : a part of a school course or textbook with a particular 
subject ■ Our class is finishing up the unit on World War I. 

5 US, education : an amount of work used for measuring a 
student’s progress towards earning a degree in a school, col¬ 
lege, etc. ■ Each unit of credit represents 120 classroom 
hours. 

6 business : an individual item of one of the products that a 
company makes and sells ■ Last year the company sold 
200,000 units of that particular model of car. 

7 : a machine or part of a machine or system that has a par¬ 
ticular use ■ an air-conditioning unit ■ a portable/handheld 
unit ■ the computer’s central processing unit 

8 : one of a number of apartments in a building ■ The build¬ 
ing is divided into eight units. 

9 : a set of similar pieces of furniture (such as shelves or cab¬ 
inets) that are grouped or attached together ■ a built-in stor- 
age/wall unit ■ (chiefly Brit ) a kitchen unit [=a set of kitchen 
cabinets and appliances] 

Uni-tar-i-an Uni-ver-sal-ist Ajuina'terijanijuina'v^s^ 

list/ noun, pi ~ -ists [count] : a person who belongs to a reli¬ 
gion that allows its members to freely choose their own reli¬ 


gious beliefs and that supports liberal social action — abbr. 

UU 

— Unitarian Uni*ver»sal*ism /-,ju:na , v0‘S3,liz3m/ noun 
[noncount] - Unitarian Universalist adj 

uni-tary /‘ju:n3,teri, Brit 'juinatri/ adj, formal: relating to or 
forming a single unit ■ the formation of a unitary state 
unite /ju'nait/ verb unites; unit-ed; uniting 

1 : to join together to do or achieve something [no obj] Par¬ 
ty members united in support of their candidate. ■ Students 
united to protest the tuition increase. ■ uniting against a com¬ 
mon enemy [+ obj] The struggle to end slavery united rich 
and poor. — often used as (be) united ■ We were all united by 
a common purpose. 

2 a [+ obj] : to cause (two or more people or things) to be 
joined together and become one thing ■ A treaty united the 
independent nations. ■ They were united in marriage [=they 
were married] on Sunday, August 24. b [no obj ]: to become 
joined together as one thing ■ The sperm and egg unite to 
form an embryo. 

united adj 

1 : involving people or groups working together to achieve 
something ■ a united campaign against drug abuse 

2 : made up of members who share the same purpose, inter¬ 
est, etc. • a united Europe * a united family ■ The party must 
present a united front on these issues, [-all party members 
must show agreement about these issues] — often used in 
the names of countries and organizations »the United States 
of America ■ the United Methodist Church 

United Nations noun 

the United Nations : an international organization that 
helps to solve world conflicts peacefully — abbr. UN or 
UN. 

unit trust noun, pi ~ trusts [count] Brit : mutual fund 
uni-ty /'juinati/ noun 

1 : the state of being in full agreement : harmony [non¬ 
count] political unity ■ a sense of national unity [singular] 
They have dealt with this issue with an impressive unity of 
purpose. [=they have joined together and shared the same 
purpose in dealing with this issue] 

2 [noncount] : a way of combining the parts in a work of art 
or literature so that they seem to belong together ■ His paint¬ 
ings lack unity. 

UniV. abbr University 

uni*ver«sal /,ju:ns'va-sal/ adj [more —; most — J 
T : done or experienced by everyone ■ universal human emo¬ 
tions ■ an idea with universal appeal/acceptance : existing or 
available for everyone ■ universal health care ■ universal suf¬ 
frage [=the right for all adults in a country to vote] 

2 : existing or true at all times or in all places ■ universal 
truths/laws ■ a pattern that is universal across all cultures 

— uni-ver-sal-i-ty /Juinava^sariati/ noun [noncount] — uni- 
ver-sal-ly adv • a universally recognized/accepted truth 

universe /■juinajva's/ noun, pi -verses 

1 the universe : all of space and everything in it including 
stars, planets, galaxies, etc. ■ How many stars are there in the 
universe ? ■ It means more to me than anything else in the en¬ 
tire/whole universe. 

2 [count] : an area of space or a world that is similar to but 
separate from the one that we live in ■ She is convinced that 
parallel/altemate universes exist. ■ He creates his own uni¬ 
verse in his novels. 

3 [singular] : the people, places, experiences, etc., that are as¬ 
sociated with a particular person, place, or thing ■ The col¬ 
lege campus is its own little universe, [-world] • Her young 
son is the center of her universe. [=the most important part 
of her life] ■ New York City is the center of the publishing uni¬ 
verse. 

uni*ver«si«ty /jjuma'va'sati/ noun, pi -ties : a school that 
otters courses leading to a degree (such as a bachelor’s, mas¬ 
ter’s, or doctoral degree) and where research is done [count] 
I applied to several public/private universities. ■ the University 
of Michigan ■ Harvard University ■ He lives near the universi¬ 
ty. [noncount] university students/professors ■ (Brit) Did she 
go to university} [=did she study at a university?] ■ (Brit) She 
studied chemistry at university. — abbr. U., Univ.; compare 
college; see also state university 
un-just /.An'cfeAst/ adi [more most —] formal : not fair or 
deserved : not just ■ The convict received an unjust sentence. 

— un-]ust-ly adv ■ She was unjustly accused of fraud, 
un-jus-ti-fi-able /^'cfeAStaJ^jabal/ adj [more —; most ~] 

: not able to be defended, excused, or accepted : not justifi- 
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able ■ an unjustifiable expense ■ Their actions were unjustifi¬ 
able. 

— un-jus-ti-fi-ably /.An'c&ASta.fajabli/ adv • unjustifiably 
high prices 

un-jus-ti-fied /,An'cfeAst3|faid/ adj [more most ~] : un¬ 
necessary and not right or fair : not justified ■ The shooting 
of the unarmed suspect was unjustified. 
un•kempt /.An'kempt/ adj : not neat or orderly : messy or 
untidy « an unkempt lawn ■ She wore rumpled clothing and 
her hair was unkempt . 

un*kind /,An'kaind/ adj un-kind-er; -est [also more 
most ~] : not friendly, pleasant, helpful, etc. : not kind ■ an 
unkind remark ■ unkind treatment ■ It was unkind of you not 
to invite her. • How could you be so unkind ? — often + to ■ 
He was unkind to her. [=he treated her harshly/badly] ■ Fate 
was unkind to them. [=they were unlucky] 

— un-kind-ly adv ■ He was treated unkindly. ■ Judges tend to 
look unkindly on/upon [=disapprove of] repeat offenders. • 
She said, not unkindly, that I might benefit from some les¬ 
sons. - un-kind-ness /,An'kaindn3s/ noun [ noncount] 

un*know*able AAn'nowabal/ adj : not able to be known 
: not knowable ■ a God whose nature is unknown and un¬ 
knowable 

un-know-ing /,An'nowii3/ adi, always used before a noun 
: not aware of what is really happening ■ She became an un¬ 
knowing [ =unwitting ] accomplice to the crime. 

— un-know-ing-ly /jAn'nowigli/ adv ■ He had unknowingly 
infected others with the virus. 

unknown /.An'noun/ adj 

1 : not known • a disease of unknown cause/origin ■ Much 
remains unknown about his early life. ■ Her music was previ¬ 
ously unknown outside of Asia. ■ An unknown number of 
cases go unreported. ■ The victim’s attacker was unknown to 
her. ■ For some unknown reason, my computer crashed. 

2 : not well-known : not famous • an unknown artist/writer ■ 
a book of unknown poems 

unknown quantity see quantity 

unknown to : without being known about by (someone) • 
Unknown to me, my partner was organizing a surprise par¬ 
ty for my birthday. 

2 unknown noun, pi -knowns 

1 the unknown : a place, situation, or thing that you do not 
know about or understand ■ explorers venturing off into the 
unknown • A fear of the unknown kept her from changing 
jobs. 

2 [count] : a person who is not famous or well-known ■ The 
director cast an unknown in the lead role. 

3 [count]: something that is not known or not yet discovered 
■ We’re facing too many unknowns. • 0 chiefly US) The big un¬ 
known [=the important thing that everyone would like to 
know] is how investors will react. 

4 [count] mathematics : a quantity that is not known and 
that is usually shown in equations as a letter (such as x, y, or 
z) 

un-lace /,An'leis/ verb -lac-es; -laced; -lacking [+ obj]: to 
loosen or pull out the laces of (a shoe, boot, etc.) ■ She un¬ 
laced her boots. 

un-latch /.An'lsetf/ verb -latch-es; -latched; -latch-ing [+ 

obj] : to open or loosen (something, such as a door) by lifting 
a latch ■ I unlatched the gate. 

un*law*ful /,An'la:f3l/ adj, formal : not allowed by the law 
: illegal ■ The sale of alcohol to minors is unlawful. ■ an 
unlawful search 

— un-law-ful-ly adv 

un-lead-ed Axn'ledad/ adj : not containing lead ■ unleaded 
gasoline — opposite leaded 

un-learn /.An'ten/ verb -learns; -learned; -learning [+ 

obj] : to forget and stop doing (something, such as a habit) in 
a deliberate way because it is bad or incorrect ■ It is hard to 
unlearn bad habits. 

un-learned adj 

1 /, An lend/ — used to describe a type of behavior that is 
natural and does not have to be learned ■ Breathing is un¬ 
learned behavior. 

2 AAn'laiiad/ formal : having or showing very little learning, 
education, or knowledge ■ the unlearned masses 

un-leash /,An'li:J/ verb -leash-es; -leashed; -leash-ing 
[+ obj] 

1 : to allow or cause (something very powerful) to happen 
suddenly • The storm unleashed its fury. « The editorial un¬ 
leashed a torrent/flood of angry responses. 

2 : to remove a leash from (an animal) so that it can freely 


run, attack someone, etc. • They unleashed the hounds, 
un-leav-ened /,An'lev3nd/ adj, of bread : flat because of 
being made without yeast, baking powder, etc. : not leav¬ 
ened ■ unleavened bread 

Un-leSS /an'les/ conj — used to say what will happen, be 
done, or be true if something else does not happen, is not 
done, or is not true ■ He will fail the course unless he gets a 
90 on the exain. ■ Unless something is done, the species will 
become extinct. ■ I won’t have an operation unless surgery is 
absolutely necessary. [=1 will only have an operation if sur¬ 
gery is absolutely necessary] • “Will I have to pay?” “A/of un¬ 
less [=only if] you want to.” 

un-let-tered /,An'leted/ adj, formal + literary : unable to 
read or write : illiterate • unlettered peasants 
un-li-censed /,An'laisqst/ adj • not having an official docu¬ 
ment giving you permission to do, own, or make something ■ 
unlicensed drivers ■ unlicensed software [=a copy of a com¬ 
puter program made without getting permission from the 
original producer of the software] 
un-lik-able (chiefly US) or chiefly Brit un-like-able 
AAn'laikabal/ adj [more —; most ~] : not easy to like : not 
having pleasant or appealing qualities : not likable • He’s an 
arrogant, unlikable man. 

1 un-like /,An*laik /prep 

T ; different from (something or someone) ■ The plants that 
grow here are unlike the plants that grow where I live. ■ She’s 
unlike anyone I’ve ever met. ■ Its texture is not unlike ^simi¬ 
lar to] that of oatmeal. 

2 : not typical of (someone) : not normal f or (someone) ■ It 
was unlike her to be late. [=it was unusual for her to be late] ■ 
That’s unlike him. 

3 — used to indicate how someone or something is different 
from other people or things • Unlike most mammals, the 
platypus lays eggs. ■ A cold, unlike strep throat, is caused by 
a virus. 

2 unlike adj, somewhat formal : not similar : different ■ a 
comparison of unlike things 

Un-like-li-hood /.An'laikli.hud/ noun [noncount] : the 
chance that something will not happen or not be true : the 
quality or state of being unlikely • Given the unlikelihood of 
a tax increase, these programs will probably run out of fund¬ 
ing next year. 

un-like-ly /,An*laikli/ adj un-llke-li-er; -est [or more ~; 
most ~] 

1 : not likely — used to say that something probably will not 
happen or is not true • It is unlikely that the company will 
survive more than another year. ■ That explanation is unlike¬ 
ly to be Irue. • an unlikely story [=a story that is hard to be¬ 
lieve] ■ Her recovery is unlikely. = It is unlikely that she will 
recover. = She is unlikely to recover. • In the unlikely event 
that I win the lottery, I will pay off the mortgage. 

2 always used before a noun : not seeming to be right or suit¬ 
ed for a purpose ■ He was an unlikely candidate for the posi¬ 
tion. • A big city seems like an unlikely place to find wildlife. ■ 
I received support from an unlikely ally. • an unlikely combi¬ 
nation 

un-lim-it-ed /,An'iimat3d/ adi 

1 : without any limits or restrictions • Membership gives you 
unlimited access to the facilities. • A ruler who is granted un¬ 
limited [-limitless] power is suie to abuse it. • This ticket is 
good for unlimited travel on all trains. 

2 : not limited in number or amount ■ This plan allows you 
to make an unlimited number of phone calls to anywhere in 
the U.S. ■ Her funds seem to be unlimited. 

Un-lined /,An'lamd /adj 

1 : not marked with lines ■ unlined paper ■ his smooth, un¬ 
lined face 

2 : not having a lining ■ an unlined jacket 

un-list-ed /,An'list3d/ adj 

1 : not appearing on an official list ■ There’s an unlisted bo¬ 
nus track on the CD.; especially, chiefly US: not appearing in 
a telephone book « She has an unlisted [-(Brit) ex-directory] 
hone number. 

; not included in the list of companies whose stocks are 
sold on a particular stock exchange ■ He is buying shares in 
an unlisted company. 

un-lis-ten-able /.An'lispabal/ adj [more —; most —] : im¬ 
possible to listen to and enjoy ■ I find his music (to be) unlis- 
tenable. 

Un-llt /,An'lit/ adj 

t : not having any light shining so you can see ■ an unlit 
[-dark] room 
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2 : not burning : not lit ■ an unlit cigarette ■ an unlit burner 

3 : not turned on to provide light ■ an unlit neon sign 
un-load /.An'loud/ verb -loads; -load-ed; -load-ing 

1 : to remove something (such as cargo) from a truck, ship, 
etc. [+ obj\ It took four hours to unload the truck. ■ Could 
you help me unload the car? ■ After the ship docked, they 
unloaded its cargo. ■ I have to unload the groceries, [no obj] 
Most ships unload at another dock now. 

2 [+ obj ] : to allow (someone) to leave a train, ship, etc. ■ The 
train made several stops to unload passengers. 

3 [+ obj] informal : to get rid of (something or someone) 
quickly ■ He’s trying to unload [=sell\ his old car. ■ Rumor 
has it that the manager wants to unload him. Maybe he’ll be 
traded to another team. ■ She unloaded a huge amount of 
stock when prices fell. 

4 [+ obj] a : to take something out of a device ■ Could you 
show me how to unload film (from the camera)? ■ unload a 
camera [=take film out of a camera] ■ unload a gun [=remove 
the bullets from a gun] ■ He unloaded the dishwasher and put 
away the dishes, b informal : to fire (bullets) from a weap¬ 
on ■ He unloaded [=shot] several rounds from the gun. 

5 [no obj] informal : to talk about something that has been 
bothering or troubling you • I really need to unload. Do you 
have a few minutes? 

6 [no obj] US, informal a : to express a strong feeling (such 
as anger) in a very forceful way — + on • The coach really 
unloaded on [-yelled at] the players after the game, b : to 
hit someone or something very forcefully — usually + on • 
He unloaded on the pitch and drove it over the right field 
wall. 

un-lock /,An'la:k/ verb -locks; -locked; -lock-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to open the lock on (something) • Could you unlock the 
door for me? ■ He unlocked the car. 

2 : to find out about (something that was secret or un¬ 
known) : reveal ■ geneticists unlocking the secrets of DNA 
• The material’s potential was unlocked only through exten¬ 
sive testing. 

3 : to make (something) available for use ■ How can I unlock 
my computer if I’ve forgotten the password? ■ This class will 
unlock your creativity. 

— unlocked adj ■ Is the car unlocked ? • Leave the door un¬ 
locked. 

Un-looked—for /.An'lukt.foa 1 / adj, formal : not expected • 
an unlooked-for bonus 

un-loose /,An'lu:s/ verb -loos-es; -loosed; -loos-ing [+ 

obj] literary 

1 : to untie or release (something) ■ He unloosed the bonds 
that held her. 

2 : to allow or cause (something powerful) to happen or be 
expressed ■ The court’s decision has unloosed [-let loose] a 
flood of criticism. 

un-loos-en /,An'lu:so/ verb -ens; -ened; -en-ing [+ obj] 
: to make (something) loose : to untie (something) ■ He un¬ 
loosened [= loosened] his tie. 

un-lov-able AAn'Uvabal/ adj [more most ~]: not having 
attractive or appealing qualities : not lovable ■ She was total¬ 
ly unlovable. • an unlovable character 
un-loved /,An'lAvd/ adj : not loved by anyone ■ She is alone 
and unloved. 

un-love-ly /,AnMAvli/ adj un-love-ll-er; -est [or more ~; 

most literary : not attractive : UGLY ■ an unlovely name 
un-lov-ing AAn'lAVirj/ adj [more most ~] : not feeling or 
showing love • unloving parents 
un-luck-i-ly /.An'Ukali/czdv : unfortunately ■ Unluckily 
for her, it rained that day. 

un-lucky /,An'lAki/ adj un-luck-i-er; -est [also more ~; 
most ~] 

1 : having bad luck ■ She was unlucky enough to get a flat 
tire on the way to her job interview. ■ He’s been unlucky In 
love. [=he has had a series of bad romantic relationships] 

2 : causing bad luck ■ Some people think that 13 is an un¬ 
lucky number. ■ He thinks it’s unlucky to have a black cat 
cross your path. 

3 : resulting from bad luck ■ an unlucky accident 
un-made AAn'meid/ adi 

1 — used to describe a bed that looks untidy because it has 
been slept in and its blankets and sheets have not been neatly 
arranged to cover the mattress ■ an unmade bed 

2 Brit: not covered with a hard, smooth surface • an unmade 
[=(US) unpaved] road 

Un-man-age-able AAn'msenicfcabal/ adj [more most ~] 
: difficult to deal with or control • unmanageable children • 


unmanageable hair ■ His debt has become unmanageable. 

— un-man-age-ably AAn'msenicfcabli/ adv ■ an unmanage¬ 
ably large mortgage 

un-man-ly /.An'msenli/ adj [more most ~] disapproving 
: not typical of a man or suitable for a man : not manly ■ He 
felt unmanly because he wasn’t interested in sports. ■ I dis¬ 
agree that dancing is an unmanly pursuit. ■ My father told 
me that it’s unmanly to cry. 

un-manned AAn'msend/ adj : not carrying or done by a 
person ■ an unmanned spacecraft ■ unmanned missions to 
Venus • unmanned flights/stations 

un.marked /,An , ma0‘kt/ adj : not having any marks or 
signs that show what something is ■ unmarked police cars • 
He is buried in an unmarked grave. 

Un-mar-ried AAn'merid/ adj : not married ■ an unmarried 
couple who are living together ■ an unmarried [=; single ] man/ 
woman 

un-mask AAn'msesk, Brit ,An'ma:sk/ verb -masks; 
-masked; -mask-ing [+ obj] : to reveal the true identity or 
nature of (someone or something) ■ He was unmasked as a 
spy. 

un-matched /.An'matfd/ adj 

1 ; better than all others ■ The company has a level of exper¬ 
tise that is unmatched (anywhere) in the industry. • un¬ 
matched quality ■ Her talents are unmatched [=not matched] 
by any other player. 

2 chiefly US : not properly matched with something else ■ He 
was wearing unmatched socks. [=socks that were not the 
same type, color, etc.] 

un-mem-O-ra-ble AAn'memsrsbsl/ adj [more most —] 
: plain or ordinary : not memorable ■ It’s been an unmemo- 
rable year. ■ The food was decent, but unmemorable. 

un-men-tion-able AAn'menJanabl/ adj : too offensive, 
shocking, or embarrassing to talk about or mention ■ There 
are certain topics that are considered to be unmentionable. ■ 
unmentionable words 

un-men-tion-ables AAn'menJanablz/ noun [plural] some¬ 
what old-fashioned + humorous : underwear ■ I won’t hang 
my unmentionables out on the clothesline to dry! 

un-mer-ci-ful AAn'masifal/ adj [more most ~]: not hav¬ 
ing or showing any mercy : very harsh or cruel: merciless 
■ an unmerciful attack ■ unmerciful critics 

— un-mer-ci-ful-ly AAn'm^sifli/ adv ■ They taunted him un¬ 
mercifully. * 

un-met /,An'met/ adj : not satisfied or fulfilled • unmet ex¬ 
pectations ■ Her needs went unmet for years. 

un-mind-ful ^An'maindfal/ adj : not aware of something 
that might be important — often + of or that ■ He was un¬ 
mindful of the possible consequences of his decision. • He 
complained loudly about his boss, unmindful that she was 
standing nearby. 

un-mis-tak-able /.Anma'steiksbal, f adj : not capable of be¬ 
ing mistaken or misunderstood • The evidence is unmistak¬ 
able. ■ an unmistakable odor 

— un-mis-tak-ably AAnma'steikabli/ adv • Her art is unmis¬ 
takably modem. 

Un-mit-i-gat-ed AAn'mits.geitad/ adj, always used before a 
noun : complete and total — usually used to describe some¬ 
thing bad • The party was an unmitigated disaster. • She had 
the unmitigated gall to suggest that it was all my fault. 

Un-mo-ti-vat-ed AAn'mouta.veitad/ adj [more most ~] 
: having no desire to do or succeed at something : not moti¬ 
vated ■ How can I get unmotivated students to do their home¬ 
work? ■ I am/feel totally unmotivated to work today. 

Un-moved /,An'mu:vd/ adj : not feeling pity, sympathy, or 
admiration for someone or something : not emotionally af¬ 
fected by something ■ He was unmoved by their pleas. 

Un-named AAn'neimd/ acjj 

1 — used to indicate that a person’s name is not mentioned 
or known ■ The article quoted an unnamed source/official. • 
She is believed to be one of the three unnamed candidates 
being considered for the position. 

2 : not having a name ■ The map shows an unnamed stream 
flowing down the side of the hill. 

un-nat-u-ral /.An'nsetfarel/ adj [more most ~]: not natu¬ 
ral; such as a : different from how things usually are in the 
physical world or in nature ■ It seems unnatural to keep the 
bird in a cage. • an unnatural color • deaths from unnatural 
causes [=deaths caused by things other than old age or dis¬ 
ease] b : different from what is normal in a way that is seen 
as wrong, disturbing, etc. • He thought that it was unnatural 
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[- abnormal] for a boy to enjoy ballet. ■ She has an unnatural 
obsession with money, c : not real ■ Her smile looked 
forced and unnatural. ■ The movie’s dialogue sounded so un¬ 
natural [=fake 1 to me. 

— un*nat*u*raMy adv ■ unnaturally high levels of cholester¬ 
ol ■ grew to an unnaturally large size 

un*nec*es*sary ^An'nesa.seri, Brit ^n'nesasri/ adj [more 
most ~] : not needed or necessary ■ In this city, owning a 
car is unnecessary. ■ an unnecessary delay ■ Let’s not take any 
unnecessary risks. 

— un-nec«es*sar*My /,An,nes3'ser3li, Brit ,An'nes3srali/ 
adv ■ I think the punishment you gave her was unnecessar¬ 
ily harsh. ■ These new rules are unnecessarily complex. 

un*nerve /.An'naw/ verb -nerves; -nerved; -nerv«ing [+ 
obf somewhat formal : to make (someone) feel afraid or up¬ 
set and unable to think clearly ■ Seeing the police in there 
unnerved me. ■ She was unnerved by his strange manner. 

— unnerving adj [more most ~] ■ I had an unnerving en¬ 
counter with her yesterday. ■ The news of my brother’s ac¬ 
cident was unnerving. — un*nerv-lng-ly AAn'na'vigli/ adv 
• The neighborhood was unnervingly quiet. 

un*no*ticed /,An'not3st/ adj : not seen or noticed ■ He 
walked into the restaurant unnoticed. ■ His efforts went 
(largely) unnoticed. 

un*num*bered /lAn'nAmb^d/ adj : not identified with a 
number ■ an unnumbered page ■ That highway has unnum¬ 
bered exits. ■ driving along unnumbered roads 
un*Ob*jeC*tion*able /iAnab'cfeekfansbsl/ adj [more 
most ~] : not likely to bother or offend anyone : not objec¬ 
tionable ■ The practice is seen as perfectly unobjectionable. 
un*ob*served AAnab'za'vd/ adj : not seen or noticed • The 
fire went unobserved for several minutes. ■ an unobserved 
problem 

un*Ob*tain*able /,An3b'tein3b3l/ adj [more most ~] 
: not possible to get or achieve • an unobtainable outcome ■ 
The championship seemed unobtainable. 
un*Ob*tru*Sive /,An3b'tru:siv/ adj : not attracting atten¬ 
tion in a way that bothers you ■ an unobtrusive waiter ■ unob¬ 
trusive advertising 

— un*ob'tru«sive*ly adv ■ He was sitting unobtrusively in a 
comer. 

un*OC*CU*pied AAn'aikja^aid/ adj ' not being used, filled 
up, or lived in : empty ■ an unoccupied house ■ About half of 
the seats were unoccupied when the concert started. ■ A third 
of the beds at the hospital were unoccupied. 
un*Of*fi*cial /jAna'fiJW adj : not official: such as a : not 
formally chosen by an official decision or vote ■ The song is 
the college’s unofficial anthem. ■ She was the group’s unoffi¬ 
cial leader, b : not done or made in a formal way by some¬ 
one in a position of authority ■ Unofficial estimates of the 
number of people killed in the earthquake range from 3,000 
to 5,000. ■ I am including an unofficial translation of the 
speech, c : not having the authority to make a statement, 
decision, etc. ■ According to unofficial sources, the decision 
will be appealed, d : not done in a public and formal way as 
part of someone’s job ■ The mayor paid an unofficial visit to 
the hospital. 

— un-of'fi-claMy adv ■ His name is Bob, but he’s unofficial¬ 
ly known as “Doc.” 

un.opened /.An'oopand/ adj : not opened ■ There was a 
pile of unopened mail on the table. ■ The letter was un¬ 
opened. 

un*op*posed /lAna'pouzd/ adj ' not having any competi¬ 
tion in an election, contest, etc. : not opposed ■ The mayor is 
running unopposed for reelection. 

un-or*ga*nized also Brit un-or-ga-nised /.An'oa'ga- 
,naizd/ adj 

1 : not arranged in an orderly way ■ boxes of unorganized 
photos 

2 : not part of a formal organization (such as a labor union) 
■ These industries usually employ unorganized workers. 

un*orig*i*nal /,An3'ncfe3nl/ adj [more most ~]: not new 
or different ■ an unoriginal idea ■ The movie was completely 
unoriginal. : not able to think of or make new and creative 
things ■ an unoriginal thinker 

— un*orig*i*nal*My AAna^cfea'melati/ noun [noncount] ■ I 
was disappointed by the unoriginality of the book’s plot. 

un*or*tho*doX/,An l oa'63 l da:ks/a<# [more most : dif¬ 
ferent from what is usually done or accepted ■ She’s known 
for using unorthodox [=unconventional\ methods to achieve 
her goals. ■ unorthodox views/opinions/beliefs 
urvpack /.An'piek/ verb -packs; -packed; -packing 


1 : to take something out of a suitcase, box, etc. [+ obf] It’s 
been a year since I moved here and I still haven’t unpacked 
all of my books. ■ I unpacked my suitcase as soon as I arrived 
home. ■ I unpacked all my clothes (from my suitcase) as soon 
as I arrived home, [no obf By the time we got to the hotel, I 
was too tired to unpack. 

2 [+ obf : to make (something) easier to understand by 
breaking it up into smaller parts that can be examined sepa¬ 
rately ■ She’s good at unpacking complex concepts. 

urvpaid /,An'peid f adj 

1 : needing to be paid ■ I have a pile of unpaid bills sitting on 
my desk. ■ The city is trying to collect unpaid taxes. ■ debts 
left unpaid 

2 : done or taken without payment ■ She took three months 
of unpaid leave from her job. 

3 : not receiving money for work that is done ■ I served as an 
unpaid consultant on the project. ■ unpaid labor 

urvpar-aMeled AAn'peraJeld/ adj, formal 

1 : not found elsewhere : never seen or experienced before 
: unique ■ War crimes of this type are unparalleled in histo¬ 
ry. ■ The new telescope offers an unparalleled opportunity to 
conduct research. 

2 : having no equal : better or greater than anyone or any¬ 
thing else ■ Her knowledge of the subject is unparalleled. 

un*par*don*able AAn'pa^dnabal/ adj [more most ~] 
formal : too bad to be forgiven ■ unpardonable offenses ■ an 
unpardonable sin 

un*pa-tri*Ot-ic /^ipeitri'outik, Brit ,An,p£etri'Dtik/ adj 
[more most —] : not having or showing love and support 
for your country : not patriotic ■ Her actions were seen as 
unpatriotic. 

un-paved /,An'peivd/ adj, chiefly US : not covered with a 
hard, smooth surface : not paved ■ unpaved roads/streets/ 
highways 

un*per*sua*sive AAnpa’sweisiv/ adj [more most ~] 
: not able to make you agree that something is true, real, or 
acceptable : not persuasive ■ I find your reasoning to be wn- 
persuasive. ■ an unpersuasive argument 

— un-per-sua-sive-ly adv 

un-per*turbed /^npa'Ha'bd/ adj : calm and relaxed : not 
upset or worried ■ She was unperturbed by the sudden 
change in plan. 

un*planned /,An'pl2end/ adj : not planned or expected ■ an 
unplanned pregnancy ■ unplanned purchases 
un*play*able /,An'plej3b3l/ adj : not able to be played, 
played on, or played with ■ The game was canceled due to 
unplayable conditions on the field. ■ A broken string made 
the guitar unplayable. • an unplayable DVD ■ The golf ball 
was in an unplayable lie. 

un*pleas*ant /,An'pleznt/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not pleasant or enjoyable : causing discomfort or pain ■ I 
stopped taking the drug because of its unpleasant side ef¬ 
fects. ■ There was an unpleasant smell/odor coming from the 
basement. ■ The weather is so unpleasant here. 

2 : not friendly • I like the shop, but the staff are so unpleas¬ 
ant. 

— un*pleas«ant-ly adv ■ I was unpleasantly surprised to dis¬ 
cover that I couldn’t find my keys. ■ The juice was unpleas¬ 
antly sour. ■ Our vacation started unpleasantly with long 
delays and bad weather. — un-pleas*ant*ness noun 
[noncount] ■ I left because I wanted to avoid any potential 
unpleasantness. 

un-plug /.An'plAg/ verb -plugs; -plugged; -plug-glng [+ 

obf : to disconnect (something, such as a lamp or television) 
from an electrical source or another device by removing its 
plug ■ Unplug the iron. ■ I forgot to unplug my guitar from 
the amp. 

un-plugged /,An'plAgd/ adj, informal : sung or performed 
without electrical instruments ■ The band’s latest album was 
unplugged. ■ He did an unplugged [=acoustic] number for the 
encore. 

un-poMut-ed /,Anp3'lu:t3d/ adj : clean and safe for use 
: not polluted ■ unpolluted streams and lakes 
un-pop-u-lar /,An , pa:pj3l3‘/ adj [more most —] 

1 : not liked by many people : not popular ■ I was unpopular 
in high school. ■ Her third album has been unpopular with 
fans. ■ Recent conflicts have made him unpopular among the 
staff. 

2 : not shared by most people ■ He has unpopular opinions/ 
views. 

— un*pop-u»lar*i*ty /^n^cupja'lerati/ noun [noncount] 
un-prec-e-dent-ed AAn'presa^entad/ adj : not done or 
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experienced before ■ The team has enjoyed unprecedented 
success this year. ■ This level of growth is unprecedented. ■ 
An unprecedented number of students are taking the class, 
un-pre-dict-able /lAnpn'diktobsl/ adj [more most ~] 
: not predictable: such as a : not capable of being known 
before happening or being done ■ The weather has been 
completely unpredictable lately. • unpredictable results/be¬ 
havior b : not always behaving in a way that is expected ■ 
He’s very unpredictable. We never know what he’ll do next. 

— un-pre*dict*abll*i-ty /.Anprigdikta'bilati/ noun [non¬ 
count] ■ the unpredictability of the stock market — urvpre- 
dict-ably /.Anpri'diktabli/ adv • Illness can cause people 
to behave unpredictably. 

un-prej-U'diced /iAn'prccfeadast/ adj [more most ~] 
: not having or showing an unfair feeling of dislike for a par¬ 
ticular person, group, etc. : not prejudiced ■ an unprejudiced 
jury ■ an unprejudiced [=unbiased\ analysis of the problem 
un-pre-pared /,Anpn'pead/ adj [more most ~] : not 
ready to deal with something : not prepared ■ She was unpre¬ 
pared for the test. 1 This will teach you how to avoid being 
caught unprepared. ■ We were unprepared to handle the 
crowds. 

— urvpre-pared'ness /^npn'peradnas/ noun [noncount] 
un*pre*ten*tiouS /.Anpn'tenjas/ adj [more most ~] 

: not having or showing the unpleasant quality of people 
who want to be regarded as more impressive, successful, or 
important than they really are : not pretentious ■ He’s easy¬ 
going and unpretentious. ■ a casual and unpretentious restau¬ 
rant 

— un-pre*ten-tious*ly adv - un-pre-ten-tious-ness 

noun [ noncount ] ■ I found her unpretentiousness to be re¬ 
freshing. 

un-prin-ci-pled /^n'pnnsapald/ adj [more —; most ~] 
: not having or showing concern for what is right ■ an un¬ 
principled politician 1 a dishonest and unprincipled attack on 
his reputation 

Ufl-print-able /^n'pnntabal/ adj 

1 : too offensive or shocking to be printed or published ■ un¬ 
printable words ■ I can’t tell you what he said because it's un¬ 
printable. 

2 : unable to be printed ■ Does the file contain any unprint¬ 
able characters? 

un-pro'duc-tive /,Anpr3'dAktiv/ adj [more most ~] 
: not giving good, steady, or useful results : not productive ■ 
The talks were unproductive. ■ It’s unproductive to waste time 
arguing. 

— un-pro*duc*tive*ty adv • Our time was spent unproduc- 
tively. 

un-pro'fes-siorval AAnpra'feJan]/ adj [more most ~] 
: not having or showing the experience, skill, etc., that is ex¬ 
pected or appropriate in a person who is trained to do a job 
well ■ She was accused of unprofessional conduct. • He ran 
the firm in an unprofessional manner. 1 Typos look very un¬ 
professional. 

— un*pro*fes*sion*aMsm AAnpre'feJanaJizgm/ noun 
[noncount] ■ He was criticized for his unprofessionalism. 
— un*pro«fes*sion«aMy /gAnpra'feJanali/ adv • She acted 
unprofessionally. 

un-prof-it-able /(An'praTatabal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not making money ■ an unprofitable company 

2 : not producing good or helpful results or effects ■ an un¬ 
profitable discussion 

un-prom-is-ing /,An'pra:m3sir)/ adj [more most ~]: not 
likely to be successful or good ■ Things got off to an unprom¬ 
ising start. ■ She can do a lot with unpromising material, 
un-promp'ted /iAn'praimptad/ adj : done or said by some¬ 
one who has not been asked or reminded to do or say any¬ 
thing ■ He gave her an unprompted offer to help. ■ His an¬ 
swers were unprompted. 

lin*pro«nounce«able ^Anpra'naunsabal/ adj : impossible 
or very difficult to say ■ She has an unpronounceable name, 
un-pro-tect-ed /,Anpr3*tekt3d/ adj 

1 : not guarded or kept from something that can cause harm 
or damage ■ They’re planning to build roads over thousands 
of acres of unprotected land/wildemess. ■ If your computer is 
unprotected , you’re likely to get a virus. 

2 of sexual activity : done without using anything (such as a 
condom) that can prevent unwanted pregnancy or the 
spread of disease (such as AIDS) ■ They had unprotected 
[-unsafe] sex. 

un-prov-able /,An*pru:v3b3l/ adj : not able to be proved or 


shown to be true ■ Your theory is unprovable. ■ an unprovable 
claim/assertion 

un-proved /,An'pru:vd/ adj : UNPROVEN ■ His abilities are 
still unproved. 

un-prov-en /,An'pru:v3n/ adj ‘ not tested and shown to be 
true, good, or useful ■ scientifically unproven treatments/ 
therapies ■ So much in science still remains unproven. ■ He’s 
an unproven rookie. (=a rookie who has not yet shown that 
he can perform well] 
un-pub-lished /.An'pAbliJV adj 

1 : not prepared, printed, and sold as or as part of a book, 
magazine, newspaper, etc. ■ an unpublished manuscript ■ An 
anthology of his unpublished plays is scheduled to be re¬ 
leased next year. 

2 — used to describe a writer whose works have not yet 
been published ■ an unpublished poet/author/playwright 

urvpun-ished /,An'pAniJt/ adj : not punished ■ Their crime 
must not be allowed to go unpunished. 
un-qual'i-fied /,An'kwa:l3,faid/ adj 

1 [more —; most ~]: not having the skills, knowledge, or ex¬ 
perience needed to do a particular job or activity ■ He is 
clearly unqualified for the job. ■ an unqualified candidate ■ 
It’s a judgment that you are unqualified to make. 

2 : complete or total ■ You have my unqualified support. ■ 
The operation was an unqualified success. [=it was successful 
in every way] 

un-ques-tion-able /iAn'kwestfanabal/ adj : not able to be 
questioned or doubted ■ a person of unquestionable integrity 
■ His influence on modem art is unquestionable. 
uivques-tiorvably /lAn'kwestfanabli/ adv 

1 : in a way that is certain and not able to be doubted : cer¬ 
tainly ■ This book is unquestionably a masterpiece. ■ She is 
unquestionably one of the finest writers who has ever lived. ■ 
His strong views have unquestionably influenced others. 

2 — used to emphasize that something is definitely true ■ 
“Global warming is one of the great challenges of the 21st 
century.” “ Unquestionably .” [=1 agree] 

un-ques-tioned /iAn'kwestfand/ adj : not doubted or 
questioned ■ Her honesty is unquestioned. [=everyone knows 
that she is honest] 

un-ques-tion-ing ^An'kwestfaniij/ adj : given completely 
and without asking questions or expressing doubt ■ I am tru¬ 
ly disturbed by her unquestioning acceptance of authority. ■ 
He demanded unquestioning obedience. • unquestioning loy¬ 
alty 

— un*ques*tion-ing*ly adv • She accepted his explanation 
unquestioningly. 

un-qul-et /,An'kwaj3t/ adj [more most ~] literary : not 
peaceful and calm : TROUBLED ■ unquiet sleep ■ an unquiet 
mind ■ We live in unquiet times, 
un-quote /'An,kwout/ noun — used in speech with quote to 
show that you are exactly repeating someone else’s words " 
She said that she didn’t feel prepared to deal with quote, “the 
real world,” unquote. ■ He called me a quote, unquote “dirty, 
rotten liar.” 

un-rat-ed /,An'reit3d/ adj, US : not having a special mark 
(such as PG or R) which shows that a movie is appropriate 
for a specific audience ■ an unrated film 
un-rav-el AAn'raval/ verb -els; US -eled or Brit -elled; US 
-el-ing or Brit -eMing 

1 : to cause the separate threads of something to come apart 
[+ obj] unravel the yam ■ unravel a rope [no obj] This will 
keep the ends of the rope from unraveling, [-fraying] 

2 [+ obj] : to find the correct explanation for (something that 
is difficult to understand) ■ Scientists are still unraveling the 
secrets/mysteries of DNA. 

3 [no obj] : to fail or begin to fail ■ Their plans unraveled 
when she lost her job. ■ His frequent absences from home 
caused his marriage to unravel. ■ I feel like my life is unravel¬ 
ing. 

un-reach-able /.An'riilfabal/ adj • not reachable: such as 
a : not able to be arrived at ■ The island was unreachable by 
air. b : not able to be achieved • an unreachable goal c 
: not able to be found or spoken to • He was unreachable for 
weeks. 

un-read /,An'red/ adj : not read ■ an unread book • On her 
desk was a pile of magazines that had been left unread for 
months. 

un-read-able /^n'l-i.-dabal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : unable to be read or understood ■ Your handwriting is 
unreadable. [= illegible ] ■ The computer file is unreadable. ■ 
She had an unreadable expression on her face. 
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2 : too difficult, badly written, etc., to be worth reading ■ an 
unreadable novel« This physics textbook is unreadable. 
urvready /,An'redi/ adj [more most ~] : not prepared for 
something : not ready ■ Many people graduate from high 
school unready to enter college. 

— un*read*i*ness noun [noncount ] ■ a state of unreadiness 
un-re-al /^n'rkjal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not real: artificial or fake • The town seemed as unreal as 
a movie set. ■ The fashion model looked unreal, like a doll. 

2 informal : very strange or unusual ■ I think it’s unreal that 
he survived the accident. ■ Some of the things I’ve seen 
around here are pretty unreal. [=bizarre] 

3 informal — used to describe something that is so good, 
bad, etc., that it is difficult to believe ■ The detail in the 
graphics is unreal. [=superb] * It’s unreal that I can access so 
much information on the Internet. ■ The pain was unreal. 

— un-re-abi-ty AAnri'aslsti/ noun [noncount] formal ■ There 
was an air of unreality about the place. [=the place seemed 
unreal] _ 

un-re-al-is-tic /.A^rkja'listik/ adj [more most ~] : not 
realistic: such as a : not able to see things as they really are 
■ an unrealistic person b : based on what is wanted or 
hoped for rather than on what is possible or likely : not sen¬ 
sible and appropriate • unrealistic expectations/demands ■ 
It’s unrealistic to expect so much. C : not showing people 
and things as they are in real life « The dialogue in the movie 
was unrealistic. ■ an unrealistic scenario 

— un-re-al-is-tic-al-ly /.Anirkja'hstikli/ adv • You’re being 
unrealistically optimistic. 

un*rea*SOn-able /,An'ri:zn3b3l/ adj [more most ~J: not 
fair, sensible, or appropriate : not reasonable ■ I told him 
that I wouldn’t pay unless he sent me a replacement. Am I 
being unreasonable ? • You are entitled to compensation for 
unreasonable delays. ■ unreasonable demands/expectations ■ 
The prices were not unreasonable. [=were not too high] 

— un-rea-son-ably ^An'rkznabli/ adv • unreasonably high 
standards ■ In my opinion, you acted unreasonably. 

un-rea-son-ing ^An'rkznn)/ adj, formal: not based on or 
controlled by reason • an unreasoning hatred of the govern¬ 
ment ■ his unreasoning devotion to a cause 
un*re*cep a tive /,Ann'septiv/ adj [more most ~] : not 
willing to listen to or accept ideas, suggestions, etc. ■ She was 
unreceptive to my ideas. 

un-rec-og-niz-able also Brit un-rec-og-nis-able /.An- 
'rclag,naiz3b3l/ adj [more most ~] : not able to be identi¬ 
fied or recognized ■ After the accident, the car was complete¬ 
ly unrecognizable. 

un-rec-og-nized /,An'rckig,naizd/ adj : not recognized: 
such as a : not given deserved attention or notice • The art¬ 
ist’s work went unrecognized in his lifetime, b : not known 
about ■ a previously unrecognized problem 
Un-re'COrded AAnn'koa-dad/ adj 

1 : not written down • The motion was passed by an unre¬ 
corded vote. 

2 : not recorded on a record, CD, etc. • a local unrecorded 
musician 

Un-re-COn-StruCt-ed AA^rkkan'strAktad/ adj — used to 
describe someone who has strongly held opinions and beliefs 
that have not changed even though they have been criticized 
or have become unpopular ■ He describes himself as an unre¬ 
constructed liberal, 
un-re-fined /,Ann'faind/ adj 

1 : still in the natuial and original state or form : not yet re¬ 
fined • unrefined oils ■ unrefined sugar ■ unrefined metal 

2 [more most ~] disapproving : not having or showing 
good education and manners • a crass, unrefined fellow ■ 
Your accent makes you sound unrefined. 

3 [more most ~]: not smooth, fine, or precise ■ The dash¬ 
board controls feel clunky and unrefined. 

un-reg-is-tered AAn'rocfeastati/ adj : not entered on an of¬ 
ficial list or in a system of public records : not registered • 
She was charged with driving an unregistered vehicle. • own¬ 
ing an unregistered firearm 

un-reg-u-lated /,An'regj3,leit3d/ adj : not subject to laws 
passed by the government about how something is done, 
made, processed, sold, etc. ■ an unregulated utility • Herbal 
supplements are unregulated in the U.S. 
un-re-hearsed /,Ann'ha>st/ adj, chiefly US : not practiced 
or prepared in advance ■ an unrehearsed performance • The 
speech was natural and unrehearsed. 
un-re-lat-ed /,Ann'leit3d/ adj: not related: such as a : not 
part of the same family : not having any shared ancestors ■ 


We have the same last name, but we’re unrelated, b : not 
connected in any way to someone or something else • His re¬ 
cent travel is unrelated to his job. • The two incidents are en¬ 
tirely unrelated. 

un-re-lent-ing /(Ann'ientirj/ adj 

1 : not slowing down, stopping, or growing weaker ■ unre¬ 
lenting pressure ■ The pain is unrelenting. [=the pain never 
stops] ■ She has endured unrelenting [^relentless] criticism. 

2 — used to describe someone who does something in a con¬ 
stant and determined way without stopping or becoming less 
forceful • an unrelenting taskmaster • She was unrelenting in 
her demands for justice. 

— un-re-lent-ing-ly adv ■ I found the movie to be unrelent¬ 
ingly bleak. 

un-re-li-able /^nn'lajabal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not able to be trusted to do or provide what is needed or 
promised • Public transportation here is unreliable. The bus¬ 
es never come on time. ■ an unreliable car [=a car that breaks 
down often] 

2 : not believable or trustworthy • an unreliable witness ■ 
That report is unreliable. 

— un-re-li-abil-i-ty /,Ann,laj3'bil3ti/ noun [noncount] — un- 
re-li-ably /,Ann'laj3bli/ adv • The equipment performs un¬ 
reliably. 

un-re-lieved /,Ann'ii:vd/ adj 

1 of something unpleasant : continuing without stopping or 
changing : constant ■ unrelieved pain/hostility/gloom 

2 : not including anything that provides a desirable change ■ 
windowless walls unrelieved by even a single doorway * a 
grim novel unrelieved by any humorous touches 

un-re-mark-able /iAnn'maa'kabal/ adj [more most ~] 
: not worthy of special attention or notice : ordinary ■ I’ve 
led an unremarkable life. ■ The food was unremarkable. 

— un-re-mark-ably /,Ann'maa4c3bli/ adv • The day began 
unremarkably. 

un-re-mit-ting /(Ann'mitii)/ adj, formal : not stopping or 
growing weaker • She was recognized for her unremitting ef¬ 
forts to improve the lives of people in her city. • unremitting 
hostility/pain 

— un-re-mit-ting-ly adv 

un-re-peat-able /,Ann'pi:t3b3i/ adj 

1 : not able to be done or made again ■ unrepeatable results 

2 : too rude or offensive to be said again « He made some un¬ 
repeatable remarks about sex. 

un-re-pen-tant /.Ann'pentnt/ adj [more most ~] : not 
sorry for something wrong that you have done ■ an unrepen¬ 
tant sinner 

— un-re-pen-tant-ly adv 

lin-re-port-ed AAnn'poatad/ adj : not told to someone in 
authority : not reported • unreported income • Many cases of 
abuse go unreported each year. 

Un-rep-re-Sen-ta-tive AAn.repn'zentativ/ adj [more ~; 
most ~] : not showing what a group of people or things is 
truly like : not representative ■ The people who live here are 
unrepresentative of the population as a whole. • an unrepre¬ 
sentative sample/minority 

un-re-quit-ed /,Ann'kwait3d/ adj : not shared or returned 
by someone else ■ a song about unrequited love • unrequited 
passion/longing 

un-re-served AAnn'za-vd/ adj 

1 : not kept for use only by a particular person or group • 
Seating at the concert will be unreserved. • unreserved seating 
• unreserved funds 

2 : not limited in any way • I have nothing but unreserved ad¬ 
miration for him. ■ ( chiefly Brit) He offered me an unreserved 
apology. 

— un-re-serv-ed-Iy /.Ann'za-vadli/ adv 
un-re-solv-able AAnn'zadvabal/ adj : not able to be an¬ 
swered or ended in a satisfying way • an unresolvable conflict 

Un-re-SOlved /,Ann'za:lvd/ adj : still needing an answer, a 
solution, or an ending ■ unresolved issues • unresolved conflict 
Un-re-Spon-Sive /,Ann'spa:nsiv/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not replying or reacting to someone’s question, request, 
demand, etc. ■ The mayor has been unresponsive to the con¬ 
cerns of the community. ■ an unresponsive bureaucracy 

2 medical : not reacting or able to react in a normal way 
when touched, spoken to, etc. • The victim was unresponsive 
when police arrived. 

— un-re-spon-slve-ness noun [noncount] 

Un-rest /,An'rest/ noun [noncount] : a situation in which 
many of the people in a country are angry and hold protests 
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or act violently • The country has experienced years of civil/ 
social/political unrest. 
un-re-Strained /.Ann'streind/ adj 

1 : not held in place by a belt, seat, device, etc. ■ The child in 
the car accident was unrestrained. ■ She was fined for driving 
with an unrestrained infant. 

2 : not controlled or limited ■ unrestrained spending ■ unre¬ 
strained growth ■ Their enthusiasm was unrestrained. 

un-re-strict-ed /,Ann'stnkt3d/ adj : not controlled or lim¬ 
ited in any way : not restricted ■ I was granted unrestricted 
access to the documents. ■ I bought an unrestricted ticket al¬ 
lowing me to travel at any time. ■ We had an unrestricted 
view of the stage. 

un*re*ward*ing AAnn'woadirj/ adj [more most ~] : not 
giving you a good feeling that you have done something 
valuable, important, etc. : not rewarding ■ an unrewarding 
task ■ I find the work dull and unrewarding. 

un-ripe /,An'raip/ adj, of food : not fully grown or developed 
: not yet ready to eat : not ripe ■ unripe fruit ■ Bananas are 
green when unripe. 

un-ri-valed (US) or Brit un-ri-valled /,An'raiv3ld/ adj 
: better than anyone or anything else • a palace of unrivaled 
magnificence ■ Her athletic records are unrivaled. 
un-roll /,An'roul/ verb -rolls; -rolled; -roll-ing 

1 : to make (something that has been rolled) flat : to smooth 
out (something that is rolled up) [+ obj] He carefully un¬ 
rolled the ancient scroll. • I unrolled the new carpet. ■ When 
we arrived at the cabin, we unrolled our sleeping bags, [no 
obf The hose will unroll if you pull on it. 

2 a [+ obf] : to make (something) known in a public or for¬ 
mal way ■ Last week, the government unrolled a new vacci¬ 
nation campaign, b [no obj \ : to happen as time passes 
: unfold ■ The scandal unrolled over the course of several 
weeks. 

un-ro-man-tic /,Anrou'm£entik/ adj [more most ~]: not 
romantic: such as a : not suitable for romance or for creat¬ 
ing romantic feelings ■ an unromantic setting b : not doing 
and saying things to show that you love someone ■ My wife is 
so unromantic. C : describing or thinking about something 
in a realistic way ■ His books offer an unromantic view of 
war. 

urvruf-fled /,An'rAf3ld I adj \ not upset or disturbed ■ She re¬ 
mained unruffled despite the delays. 

lin-ruly /,An'ru:li/ adj [more most —] disapproving : diffi¬ 
cult to control ■ unruly children ■ The bus driver called in the 
police to deal with an unruly [= disruptive ] passenger. ■ his un¬ 
ruly hair 

— un-rul-i-ness noun [noncount] 

un-sad-dle /,An's£edJ/ verb -sad-dles; -sad-dled; -sad¬ 
dling 

1 [+ obf] : to remove the saddle from (a horse) ■ She unsad¬ 
dled her horse. 

2 [no obj] : to get off a horse, bicycle, etc. ■ The riders unsad¬ 
dled after the race. 

un-safe /,An'seif/ adj un-saf-er; -est [or more most 
: not safe: such as 

1 a : able or likely to cause harm, damage, or loss ■ It’s un¬ 
safe to send cash through the mail. ■ The water is unsafe for 
drinking. = It is unsafe to drink the water. ■ Driving while 
talking on a cell phone is unsafe. ■ He was fired for operating 
the machinery in an unsafe manner, b : not giving protec¬ 
tion from danger, harm, or loss ■ This intersection is unsafe 
for pedestrians. ■ That country is an unsafe place to visit. ■ 
working under unsafe conditions • unsafe sex [=sex done 
without using anything (such as a condom) that can prevent 
unwanted pregnancy or the spread of disease] c : not pro¬ 
tected from danger, harm, or loss ■ Incidents at the school 
have made students feel unsafe, d : likely to take risks : not 
careful ■ The police should be doing more to get unsafe driv¬ 
ers off the road. 

2 Brit, law — used to describe a decision, judgment, etc., 
that is based on evidence which is not considered to be good 
enough ■ an unsafe conviction 

— un-safe-ly adv ■ She was arrested for driving unsafely. 

un-said /,An'sed/ adj : thought but not spoken out loud or 

discussed ■ I think that some things are better left unsaid. 

un-salt-ed /,An'sa:lt3d/ adj : not salted or containing extra 
salt ■ unsalted butter 

un-san-i-tary /,An's£en3,teri, Brit ,An's£en3tri/ adj [more 
most ~] : dirty and likely to cause disease : not sanitary ■ 
working under unsanitary conditions ■ The bathroom facili¬ 
ties were unsanitary. 


un-sat-is-fac-to-ry AAn^setss'fektsri/ adj [more most 
~]: not good enough : not satisfactory ■ He was fired for un¬ 
satisfactory performance. ■ The repairs were unsatisfactory. 

— un-sat-is-fac-to-ri-ly AAn^setss'foektsrsli/ adv 
un-sat-is-fied /,An's2et3s,faid/ adj [more —; most ~] 

1 : not dealt with in a way that provides what is needed or 
wanted ■ an unsatisfied curiosity/hunger/need 

2 : not pleased or happy about what has happened or been 
done : dissatisfied ■ an unsatisfied [-unhappy] customer • 
I’m very unsatisfied with the result. 

Lin-sat-is-fy-ing /,An's£et3s,fajnj/ adj [more most ~] 

: not providing what is needed or wanted : not satisfying ■ 
The meal was expensive and unsatisfying. 

UM-sat-U-rat-ed AAn'ssetf^reitsd/ adj — used to describe a 
type of oil or fat that is found in foods and that is better for 
your health than other types • unsaturated fats • unsaturated 
fatty acids — compare monounsaturated, polyunsat¬ 
urated, SATURATED 

un-sa-vory (US) or Brit un-sa-voury /,An'seiv3ri/ adj 
[more most ~] : unpleasant or offensive ■ He is an unsa¬ 
vory character. ■ She lives in an unsavory [=dangerous, bad] 
neighborhood. 

un-SCathed /,An'skei5d/ adj, not used before a noun : not 
hurt, harmed, or damaged ■ She escaped/emerged from the 
wreckage unscathed. ■ The administration was left relatively 
unscathed by the scandal. 

un-SCent-ed /,An'sEnt3d/ adj : not having any added smell 
from perfumes, chemicals, etc. ■ unscented candles 
un-SChed-llled AAn'ske.t&uild, Brit ,An'Je,dju.id/ adj : not 
planned for a certain time : not scheduled • an unscheduled 
departure 

un-schooled /,An'sku:ld/ adj, formal + old-fashioned : not 
formally taught or trained ■ These things look the same to 
my unschooled eye. • sculptures made by unschooled artists • 
Their children were unschooled. [=their children did not go 
to school] 

un-SCi-en-tif-iC /,An,saj3n'tifik/ adj : not done in a way 
that agrees with the methods of science : not scientific • I 
conducted an unscientific survey/poll. ■ an unscientific theory 

— un-sci-en-tif-l-cal-ly /iAn,saj3n'tifikli/ adv ■ a poll con¬ 
ducted unscientifically 

un-SCram-ble /^n'skrambsl/ verb -scram- bles; 
-scram-bled; -scram- bling [+ obj] : to change (some¬ 
thing, such as a message or an electronic signal) from a form 
that cannot be understood to a form that can be properly 
displayed, heard, read, etc. • We weren’t able to unscramble 
the satellite signal. ■ Detectives worked to unscramble [-de¬ 
code] the messages. • Unscramble the letters ALCEDNRA to 
spell “CALENDAR.” 

un-screw /.An'skru:/ verb -screws; -screwed; -screw¬ 
ing 

1 : to loosen and remove (something) by turning it [+ obj] 
unscrew a light bulb ■ I unscrewed the jar lid. [no obj] The lid 
unscrews easily. 

2 [+ obj] : to remove the screws from (something) ■ You’ll 
need to unscrew the cover before you remove it. 

un-SCript-ed /,An'sknpt3d/ adj '• not written or planned at 
an earlier time ■ unscripted comments ■ Her reaction was 
completely unscripted. 

un-scru-pu-lous /jAn'skrmpjslss/ adj [more —; most ~] 
: not honest or fair : doing things that are wrong, dishonest, 
or illegal • an unscrupulous businessman 

— un-scru-pu-lous-ly adv - un-scru-pu-lous-ness 

noun [noncount] 

un-seal /.An'sfcl/ verb -seals; -sealed; -seal-ing [+ obj] 
: to open (something) by breaking or removing a seal ■ She 
unsealed the envelope. • The court unsealed the documents 
in the Douglas trial today. 

— unsealed adj ■ an unsealed envelope [=an envelope that is 
not sealed] 

un-sea-son-able /,An'si:zp3b3l/ adj [more most ~] of 
weather : not normal for a certain time of year : not season¬ 
able ■ unseasonable weather • Temperatures have been un¬ 
seasonable. 

— un-sea-son-ably /,An'si:zp3bli/ adv • The weather has 
been unseasonably cool. 

un-sea-soned /,An'si:zod/ adj 

1 : not having a lot of experience in a particular job or activ¬ 
ity ■ an unseasoned actor/writer/rookie 

2 of food : not having added spices, herbs, salt, pepper, etc. ■ 
The dish can be left unseasoned. ■ unseasoned hamburger 
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un*seat /,An'si:t/ verb -seats; -seat-ed; -seat-ing [+obj] 

1 : to remove (someone or something) from a position of 
power or authority • He unseated an incumbent senator. 

2 : to cause (someone) to fall from a seat or saddle ■ The 
horse bucked and unseated its rider. 

un-se-cured /,Ansi'kj^d/ adj : not protected against risk or 
loss : not secure • unsecured debt ■ an unsecured loan 
un-seed-ed /,An'si:d3d/ adj : not ranked as one of the best 
players in a sports competition (such as a tennis tournament) 
: not seeded ■ An unseeded player defeated the fourth-seeded 
player. 

un-see-ing /,An'si:jiq/ adj, formal + literary — used to de¬ 
scribe someone whose eyes are open but who is not looking 
at or noticing anything ■ He stared out the window with un¬ 
seeing eyes. 

un-seem-ly /,An'si:mli/ adj [more most ~] formal : not 
proper or appropriate for the situation : not seemly • rude 
and unseemly behavior • He spent unseemly amounts of 
money on himself. 

— un-seem-li-ness /^n'siimlinss/ noun [ noncount ] 
un-seen /,An'si:n/ adj ’ not seen or able to be seen ■ unseen 

dangers • an unseen sniper ■ He escaped unseen, 
sight unseen see 1 sight 

un*self*COn«SCioUS /,An,selPka:nf3s/ adj [more most 
~] : confident and comfortable : not self-conscious • He 
sang with unselfconscious ease. 

- un-self-con-scious-ly adv 

un-self-ish /.An'selfiJ/ adj [more most ~] : having or 
showing more concern for other people than for yourself 
: not selfish ■ unselfish behavior ■ She’s a very unselfish young 
woman. 

— un-self-ish-ly adv • She unselfishly gave of her time. 
— un-self-ish-ness noun [noncount ] 

un>sen*ti-men-tal /jAniScnta'mcntl/ adj [more most ~] 

: based on, influenced by, or resulting from reason or 
thought rather than feelings or emotions : not sentimental • 
an unsentimental decision • She’s completely unsentimental 
about holidays. • a tough, unsentimental man 
un*set«tle /.An'sctl/ verb -set-ties; -set-tied; -set-tllng [+ 
obj ]: to make (someone) nervous, worried, or upset ■ Such a 
sudden change will unsettle her. 
un-set-tled /,An'sEtld/ adj [more most —] 

1 : feeling nervous, upset, or worried : not comfortable • un¬ 
settled investors ■ an unsettled stomach 

2 : not lived in by people : not inhabited or populated • This 
region of the country is still largely unsettled. [=not settled] 

3 : not yet finally decided or dealt with • an unsettled ques¬ 
tion • We have some unsettled business to attend to. 

4 : likely to change : not calm or stable ■ unsettled weather • 
an unsettled political climate 

5 : not yet paid • unsettled debts 

un-set-tling /,An'sEthi]/ adj [more most ~]: making you 
upset, nervous, worried, etc. ■ unsettling news • unsettling im¬ 
ages 

un-Shack-le /.An'/aekal/ verb -shack-les; -shack-led; 
-shack-ling [+ obj] : to take shackles or handcuffs off 
(someone) ■ He unshackled the prisoner. — often used figu¬ 
ratively ■ We need to unshackle our creativity, 
un-shak-able or un-shake-able /^n'Jeikabal/ adj [more 
most ~] : too strong to be changed, weakened, or de¬ 
stroyed • Their love was unshakable. • our unshakable belief 
in equal treatment • an unshakable faith ■ He had the unshak¬ 
able feeling that something was wrong. 

- un-shak-ably adv 

un-Shak-en /^n'Jeikan/ adj [more most ~] formal: not 
changed or weakened • Her faith was unshaken. • He re¬ 
mained unshaken [=firm] in his beliefs. • unshaken confi¬ 
dence 

un-shav-en /,An\feivan/ adj : not shaved or not recently 
shaved • Her legs were unshaven. ■ He was scruffy and un¬ 
shaven. 

lin«Sight*ly /.An'saitli/ adj [more most ~] : not pleasant 
to look at: ugly • an unsightly scar • The cracks in the wall 
are unsightly. 

Lin-Signed /,An'saind/ adj 

1 a : not having a signature ■ an unsigned note b : pub¬ 
lished without the name of the writer ■ an unsigned editorial 

2 : not having a contract with a professional sports team, 
music company, etc. ■ unsigned draft picks • an unsigned 
pitcher • Their band is still unsigned. 

Unskilled /,An'skild/ adj 


1 : not having special skills: without training or education ■ 
unskilled laborers 

2 : not requiring special skills or training • unskilled jobs 
-Opposite SKILLED 

un-Smil-ing /.An'smailii]/ adj [more most ~] somewhat 
formal : not smiling : serious and unfriendly ■ The soldiers 
were tense and unsmiling. ■ an unsmiling woman 
un-SO*cia«ble /,An'souj3b3l/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not liking to be with other people : not sociable • an un¬ 
sociable man 

2 Brit : unsocial ■ a job with unsociable hours 
un-SO-cial /,An'souj3l/ adj [more most ~~\ Brit : occur¬ 
ring at times that prevent you from being with your friends 
and family ■ a job with unsocial hours [=a job that requires 
you to work at unusual hours when other people are spend¬ 
ing time together] 

un-SOld /,An'sould/ adj : not sold : not bought by someone ■ 
The books went unsold. • unsold inventory 
un*SO*Hc-it*ed /,Ans3'lis3t3d/ adj : not asked for : given or 
received without being requested ■ unsolicited e-mail • That 
comment was unsolicited and rude, 
un-solved /,An'sa:lvd/ adj : not yet solved : never solved ■ 
an unsolved crime • one of science’s great unsolved problems 

• The case remains unsolved. 

— un-solv-able /.An'sailvabal/ adj • The problem is not un- 
solvable. 

un-SO-phis-ti-Cat-ed /,Ans3'fist3,keit3d/ adj [more ~; 
most ~]: not sophisticated: such as a : not having or show¬ 
ing a lot of experience and knowledge about the world and 
about culture, art, literature, etc. • She was innocent and un¬ 
sophisticated when she left for college. • He has unsophisticat¬ 
ed tastes, b : not highly developed or complex ■ unsophisti¬ 
cated weapons 

un*SOUnd /,An'saund/ adj [more —; most ~] 

1 : not based on truth or logic : not showing good judgment 

• unsound [-faulty] arguments ■ unsound business practices 

2 : poorly built or in bad condition ■ an unsound [-unsafe] 
building ■ The roof is structurally unsound. 

of unsound mind law : mentally ill : not sane • He was 
found to be of unsound mind when he committed the mur¬ 
der. 

un-spar-ing /,An'spenTj/ adj [more most ~] formal : very 
harsh or severe ■ unsparing criticism • an unsparing critic 

— un-spar-lng-ly adv ■ She was unsparingly frank. 
un-speak«able /.An'spiikabal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : very bad or evil • the unspeakable horror of war ■ un¬ 
speakable crimes 

2 : impossible to describe in words ■ an unspeakable loss ■ 
moments of unspeakable beauty 

— un-speak-ably /,An'spi:kabli/ adv ■ She was unspeakably 
cruel. 

un-spec-i-fied /,An'spES3,faid/ adj : not named or men¬ 
tioned : not specified ■ an unspecified amount of money 
uwspec-tac-u-lar /jAnspck'tsekjala 1 / adj [more most ~] 
: not spectacular or special : ordinary ■ The team has had 
an unspectacular season. ■ The company’s stock has shown 
consistent if unspectacular growth. 

UOSpoiled /^n'spojsld/ or chiefly Brit un-spoilt /,An- 
'spojalt/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : still wild and not changed by people : not spoiled • un¬ 
spoiled beaches/countryside 

2 : not affected by the special attention you are receiving be¬ 
cause of fame or success • He’s completely unspoiled by suc¬ 
cess. 

un-spo-ken /,An'spoukan/ adj : expressed or understood 
without being directly stated • an unspoken [=unstated] 
agreement 

UIVSporMng /^n'spoertii]/ adj [more most ~] chiefly Brit 
: not done or behaving in a way that treats the other people 
in a sport or competition fairly : not sporting ■ It was very 
unsporting of you to trip him. ■ unsporting behavior 
un-sports-man-like /.An'spoa^sman.laik/ adj : not fair, 
respectful, and polite toward other players when participat¬ 
ing in a sport: not sportsmanlike • Unsportsmanlike conduct 
will not be tolerated. 

lin*Sta*ble /^n'steibal/ adj [more most ~] : not stable: 
such as a : likely to change ■ unstable prices • unstable 
weather b : not emotionally or mentally healthy • She is 
emotionally/mentally unstable. C : not held in a secure po¬ 
sition : likely to move or fall • an unstable tower/ladder d 
technical : having a chemical structure or physical state that 
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changes easily ■ an unstable nuclear reactor core ■ an unsta¬ 
ble element 

un-stat-ed /,An'steit3d/ adj, somewhat formal : expressed or 
understood without being directly stated ■ an unstated con¬ 
clusion/policy 

un-Steady /,An'stedi/ adj [more —; most —] : not steady: 
such as a : not standing or moving in a steady and balanced 
way • The stool/ladder is unsteady. - He was a little unsteady 
on his feet. • The horse walked with an unsteady gait, b 
: shaking or moving because of nervousness, weakness, etc. • 
He signed his name with an unsteady hand. ■ Her voice was 
unsteady, c : not happening or proceeding in a smooth and 
constant way ■ The progress of the work has been unsteady. ■ 
a period of unsteady growth 

— un-stead-i-ly /.An'stedali/ adv - un-stead-i-ness 

/.An'stedinas/ noun [noncount\ 

un-stint-ing /^n'stintii]/ adj [more —; most —] formal — 
used to say that someone gives something (such as praise or 
support) in a very strong and generous way ■ He was unstint¬ 
ing in his praise of her efforts. [=he praised her efforts very 
highly] • unstinting support 

— un-stint-ing-ly adv ■ She gave unstintingly of her time. 
Un*StOp«pa*ble /jAn'stcupabal/ adj [more most —] : not 

able to be stopped ■ unstoppable momentum ■ At this point in 
the campaign, he appears to be unstoppable. 
un*stressed /,An'strest/ adj : not having an accent or a 
stress ■ The second syllable of the word “random” is un¬ 
stressed. 

Uf1-Structured /,An'strAktfad/ adj [more —; most ~] : not 
happening according to a plan : not organized or planned in 
a formal way ■ Unstructured play time is important for chil¬ 
dren. ■ Her life is very unstructured. 
un-stuck /,An'stAk/ adj : able to move freely : no longer 
stuck ■ We couldn’t get the steering wheel unstuck, 
become/come unstuck 1 : to stop being stuck to some¬ 
thing ■ The suction cup came unstuck from the wall. ■ The 
photograph was becoming unstuck. 2 Brit, informal : to 
fail ■ Their marriage came unstuck [=(US) came unglued] 
last summer. 

un-stud-ied /.An'stAdid/ adj 

1 [more most ~]: not planned or done in a deliberate way 
: sincere and natural ■ She moved with an unstudied grace. 

2 : not studied by scientists before • a previously unstudied 
species 

un-styl-ish /,An'staili// adj ■ not stylish or fashionable ■ un¬ 
stylish clothes 

un-SUb-Stan-ti-at-ed /.Ansab'stzen/heitad/ adj, formal 
: not proven to be true ■ unsubstantiated claims/rumors 
un-SUC-ceSS-ful AAnsak'sesfal/ adj [more —; most ~]: not 
having or producing success : not successful ■ The operation 
was unsuccessful. ■ an unsuccessful musician ■ His last novel 
was unsuccessful. ■ an unsuccessful attempt 

— un-suc-cess-ful-ly adv ■ They tried unsuccessfully to 
change his mind. 

un-suit-able /.An'su.tabal/ adj [more most ~] : not hav¬ 
ing the qualities that are right, needed, or appropriate for 
something : not suitable ■ She is an unsuitable candidate for 
the job. ■ The movie is unsuitable for children. 

— un-sult-abll-l-ty /,An,su:t3'bil3ti/ noun [noncount] ■ Her 
unsuitability for the job became evident. — un-suit«ably 
/lAn'suitabli/ adv ■ They were unsuitably dressed for a din¬ 
ner party. 

un-sult-ed /,An*su:t3d/ adj [more most ~] : not having 
the qualities that are right, needed, or appropriate for some¬ 
thing or someone : not suited — + for or to ■ She is complete¬ 
ly unsuited for the job. ■ He is unsuited to academic life, 
un-sul-lied /.An'sAlid/ adj, formal + literary : not harmed or 
damaged in any way ■ an unsullied reputation 
Ull-SUng /,An'sAi]/ adj [more most ~] : not given atten¬ 
tion and praise that is deserved for doing good things ■ the 
unsung men and women who keep the streets safe ■ He is one 
of the unsung heroes of the civil rights movement. 
un-SU-per-vised AAn'suipa^vaizd/ adj : not watched and 
directed by someone who has authority : not supervised ■ 
The kids were left unsupervised while their parents were out. 
■ Unsupervised visits are not allowed at the prison. 
un-SUp-port-ed AAnsa'poa'tad/a^' 

1 : not having physical support ■ Removing the posts left 
part of the roof unsupported. 

2 : not having evidence showing that something is true • an 
unsupported claim/theory ■ unsupported allegations ■ Their 


claims are unsupported by evidence, 
un-sure /.An'JW adj [more most ~~] : not certain about 
something : not sure ■ He was unsure whether she had re¬ 
served a room or not. • I’m unsure about the offer. ■ He 
seemed unsure of what to say. ■ We’re unsure (of) how to pro¬ 
ceed. 

unsure of yourself : not confident about what to do or say 
■ She was unsure of herself as a child. ■ I felt a little unsure of 
myself when I started the job, but things are better now. 
Un*SUr*paSSed AAnsa^'psest, Brit ,Ans3'pa:st/ adj, some¬ 
what formal : better or greater than anyone or anything else ■ 
The region is unsurpassed in beauty. ■ unsurpassed crafts¬ 
manship 

Un-SUr-prised /^nsa^praizd/ adj : not surprised by some¬ 
thing because you expected it ■ I was unsurprised to find he 
would not be coming. • Readers will be unsurprised by her 
revelations. 

un-sur-pris-ing AAns^'praizii]/ adj [more most —]: not 

causing surprise because you expected it : not surprising ■ 
His anger is unsurprising. ■ an unsurprising fact 
— un-sur-pris-ing-ly adv ■ They decided, unsurprisingly, to 
stay with their original plan. 

un-sus-pect-ed /,Ans3'spekt3d/ adj : not known to exist ■ 
He died suddenly of an unsuspected heart condition. : not 
suspected ■ His real intentions were unsuspected by his 
friends. 

un-sus-pect-ing /.Ansa'spektirj/ adj [more —; most ~] 

: not knowing about or expecting something bad that is go¬ 
ing to happen or that could happen • unsuspecting victims ■ 
Unsuspecting tourists are the prey of pickpockets, 
un-sus-tain-able AAnsa^teinabal/ adj : not able to last or 
continue for a long time : not sustainable ■ unsustainable 
logging/fishing ■ The current rate of economic growth is un¬ 
sustainable. 

Un -Swayed /,An'sweid/ adj — used to say that someone’s 
opinion has not changed despite efforts to change it ■ I tried 
to convince him, but he remained unswayed. 
un-SWeet-ened /^n'swktpd/ adj : not having sugar added 
: not sweetened ■ unsweetened iced tea 
un-SWerv-ing /,An'swawii)/ adj : not changing or becoming 
weaker : always staying strong ■ his unswerving devotion to 
duty ■ unswerving loyalty 

un-sym-pa-thet-ic /.An^impa'Oetik/ adj [more —; most ~] 

: not sympathetic: such as a : not feeling or showing con¬ 
cern about someone who is in a bad situation ■ an unsympa¬ 
thetic judge ■ The magazine article was unsympathetic. — of¬ 
ten + to or toward ■ She is very unsympathetic to/toward the 
poor, b not used before a noun : not having or showing sup¬ 
port for or approval of something — often + to or toward ■ 
He was unsympathetic to/toward their cause. [=he did not 
support their cause] c : not having pleasant or appealing 
qualities • The hero in the movie is an unsympathetic charac¬ 
ter. 

un-taint-ed AAn'temtod/ adj, formal : not damaged or 
spoiled in any way : not tainted • a woman of untainted char¬ 
acter ■ He was untainted by corruption, 
un-tamed /,An'teimd/ adj [more —; most —] : wild and not 
controlled by people : not tamed ■ the wild and untamed 
beauty of the mountains • untamed animals 
un-tan-gle /.An'tseqgal/ verb -tan-gles; -tan-gled; -tan¬ 
gling [+ obj] : to separate (things that are twisted together) ■ 
He untangled the ropes. : to remove the twists or knots in 
(something) ■ She carefully untangled the child’s hair. • He 
untangled the garden hose. — often used figuratively • She 
untangled [=solved] the mystery. ■ They’re still trying to un¬ 
tangle the financial mess that they’ve gotten themselves into. 
Lin-tapped /,An'taept/ adj : available but not used • un¬ 
tapped resources 

un-ten-a-ble /.An'tenabal/ adj [more —; most —] formal 
: not capable of being defended against attack or criticism 
: not tenable ■ an untenable argument ■ The theory is untena¬ 
ble. 

un-tend-ed /,An't£ndad/ adj : not watched and taken care 
of • The garden was left untended while they were away. • 
Three untended horses grazed in the field, 
un-test-ed /.An'tcstad/ adj : not yet shown to be good, 
strong, etc., by being used, placed in a difficult situation, etc. 

• untested troops [=troops that have not yet fought in a bat¬ 
tle] • an untested theory 

un-think-able /.An'Girjkabal/ adj [more —; mast —] : impos¬ 
sible to imagine or believe ■ It was unthinkable [=inconceiv- 
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able ] that he was leaving. : too bad or shocking to be thought 
of ■ unthinkable [ =unimaginable ] cruelty 
the unthinkable : something that you cannot accept, be¬ 
lieve, or imagine; especially : something that is so bad that 
you do not want to think about it ■ And then, the unthink¬ 
able happened: the car skidded out of control and crashed. 
un*think-ing /^n'Oigkiq/ adj [more most ~] : done or 
said in a foolish or careless way without thinking about the 
possible effects ■ unthinking remarks ■ His unthinking agree¬ 
ment made me uneasy. : behaving in a foolish or careless 
way without careful thought ■ unthinking consumers 

— un-think-ing-ly adv ■ She agreed to go unthinkingly. ■ I 
unthinkingly put my purse on the roof of the car. 

urvti'dy /,An'taidi/ adj [more most ~] 

1 a : not neat or clean • His room was untidy. ■ an untidy 
desk b : not having neat or clean habits ■ untidy roommates 

2 : not done in an organized and pleasant way ■ an untidy 
[=messy] divorce 

— un*ti*di*ness /,An'taidin3s/ noun [noncount\ 
un-tie /,An'tai/ verb -ties; -tied; -ty-ing 

1 : to undo the knots in or of (something) [+ obj] She untied 
her shoelaces/shoes. ■ He untied the package and opened it. ■ 
untie a rope ■ Your shoelaces are untied, [no obj\ The knot 
untied easily. 

2 [+ obj] : to remove the rope, string, etc., that attaches 
(something or someone) to something ■ She untied the horse 
from the post. 

1 Un-til /an'til/ prep 

1 : up to (a particular time) — used to indicate the time 
when a particular situation, activity, or period ends ■ I stayed 
until morning. ■ He was in prison from 1850 until the 1854 re¬ 
volt. ■ She will be out of the office until next week. ■ The cou¬ 
pon is good until the end of March. ■ Until then, I had never 
known happiness. ■ I will keep working up until dinnertime. 

2 — used to indicate the time when something will happen, 
become true, etc. ■ We don’t open until ten. ■ The car won’t 
be ready until tomorrow. 

2 until conj : up to the time or point that ■ We played until it got 
dark. ■ Wait until I call. ■ Keep going until I tell you to stop. ■ 
I ran until I was breathless. ■ Stay here until the danger has 
passed. ■ Stir the dough until it forms a ball. ■ You cannot go 
outside until you finish your homework. = Not until you fin¬ 
ish your homework can you go outside. [=when you finish 
your homework you can go outside, but not before then] 
Ufl-time-ly /^n'taimli/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : happening or done sooner than you expect : occurring 
before the proper or right time ■ the tragedy of her untimely 
[-premature ] death 

2 : happening or done at a time that is not suitable or appro¬ 
priate ■ an untimely comment/interruption/error 

Lin-tir-ing /^n'taing/ adj [more most ~] : working very 
hard with a lot of energy for a long time : never seeming to 
get tired • the rescuers’ untiring efforts ■ She is an untiring 
[=tireless] advocate for the poor, 
un-ti-tled /,An'taitld/ adj : not named : not having a title ■ 
an untitled poem ■ This work is untitled. 
un-tO /'Antu/ prep, old-fashioned — used in the past like “to” 
■ I will search unto the ends of the earth for thee. ■ I will be 
with you unto [=untif] the end of time. 

Lin-tO Id /(An'tould/ adj 

1 : not told or made public ■ untold secrets ■ His is a story yet 
untold. 

2 : too many to count or too much to measure ■ untold rich¬ 
es ■ stars in untold lumbers 

1 lin-tOUCh-able /,An*tAtf3b3l/ adj [more most ~] : not 
able to be touched: such as a : too powerful or important 
to be punished, criticized, etc. ■ The mayor believed that he 
was untouchable and not subject to the same laws as the rest 
of us. b : too good to be equaled by anyone else ■ The 
team’s record was untouchable. 

2 untOUChable noun, pi -ables [count] : a member of the 
lowest social class in India 

lin-tOUChed /lAn'tAtft/ adj : not touched: such as a : not 
handled or used ■ The piano was untouched for years, b 
[more most ~]: not changed : still in the original state or 
condition ■ untouched wilderness ■ The original agreement 
remains untouched, c : not eaten or drunk : not tasted ■ He 
left his food untouched, d : not emotionally affected by 
something ■ She was untouched [= unmoved] by his declara¬ 
tions of love, e : not dealt with ■ The artist’s biographer left 
a few important events of his life untouched. 
lin-tO-ward /,An'tow^d, (An'to^d/ adj, formal 


1 : bad or unfavorable : not good ■ untoward side effects ■ 
disadvantages and untoward circumstances 

2 : not proper or appropriate ■ There was nothing untoward 
about his appearance. 

lin-trained /^n'tremd/ adj [more most ~]: without for¬ 
mal training ■ untrained employees • an untrained singing 
voice ■ To the untrained eye, it looks like the magician really 
is sawing the woman in half. • His untrained ear could not 
pick out the wrong notes. 

un-tram-meled {US) or Brit un-tram-melled /.An'tne- 
mald/ adj, formal : not limited or restricted ■ untrammeled 
greed ■ They lived as they pleased, untrammeled by conven¬ 
tion. 

un-treat-ed /,An'tri:t3d/ adj 

1 : not getting medical care : without medical treatment ■ an 
untreated disease • The patient remains untreated. 

2 : not made better or safer by being treated with a chemical 
or other substance ■ untreated sewage ■ untreated wood 

- un-treat*able /,An'tri:t3b3l/ adj ■ an unbeatable disease 
Un-tried /,An'traid/ adj ' not yet shown to be good, strong, 

etc., by being used, placed in a difficult situation, etc. : not 
tested or tried ■ untried technology ■ an untried remedy 
un-true /jAn'tru:/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not true : false ■ The allegations are untrue. ■ He made 
untrue statements to the press. 

2 literary + old-fashioned : not loyal to someone or some¬ 
thing : not honest ■ Her lover had been untrue. 

un-truSt-WOr-thy /(An'trAs^wa-bi/ adj [more most ~] 
: not able to be trusted : not trustworthy ■ an untrustworthy 
person • He has proven himself untrustworthy. 
un-truth /gAn'tru:©/ noun, pi -truths formal 

1 [count] : a statement that is not true : lie ■ a blatant un¬ 
truth ■ the untruths he has uttered 

2 [noncount] : the state of being false or a lie ■ The untruth 
[=falseness] of that statement is apparent. 

un-truth-ful /,An*tru:0f3l/ adj [more most ~]: not telling 
the truth : not truthful ■ untruthful reports ■ an untruthful 
witness 

- un-truth-ful-ly adv 

un-tucked /,An'tAkt/ adj. Chiefly US : not tucked into some¬ 
thing (such as your pants) ■ Your shirt is untucked. 

un-turned /jAn'ta^id/ adj 
leave no stone unturned see ‘stone 
un-tu-tored /,An , tu:ta < d, Brit ,An'tju:t3d/ adj [more most 
~] formal: not having been formally taught something ■ an 
untutored artist 

un-typ-i-cal /,An'tipik3l/ adj [more most ~] : not usual 
or normal: not typical ■ His behavior was untypical. [= atypi¬ 
cal f] ■ Marrying at such a young age was not untypical of the 
time. 

un-us-able /,An'ju:z3b3l/ adj [more most ~] : not good 
enough to be used : not usable ■ The tools were rusty and un¬ 
usable. ■ unusable land 
Ull-USed /,An'ju:zd/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not being used : not having been used before ■ unused 
airline tickets ■ unused disk space ■ The library has been un¬ 
used for 10 years. 

2 : available for use in the future ■ I have four days of unused 
vacation time left. 

un*used to /,An'ju:st-/ : not familiar or comfortable with 
(something) : not used to (something) ■ He is unused to 
large crowds. ■ I was unused to being awake so late at night. 
un-usu-al /,An'ju:33W3l/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not normal or usual ■ unusual occurrences/behavior ■ It’s 
not unusual for him to stay late at work. ■ a scene of unusual 
beauty • cruel and unusual punishment 

2 : different or strange in a way that attracts attention ■ an 
unusual car /design 

3 : not commonly seen, heard, etc. ■ She saw an unusual 
[=rare ] flower while hiking. ■ She has an unusual name. 

un-usu-al-ly /iAn'ju:33W3li/ adv [more most ~] 

1 : to a great degree : VERY ■ an unusually large dog 

2 : in a way that is not normal or usual ■ My friend, most un¬ 
usually, decided not to go with me. ■ You’re unusually quiet 
this morning. 

un-ut-ter-able /,An'At3r3b3l/ adj, always used before a noun 
[more most ~] formal : too strong or great to be expressed 
or described ■ unutterable joy/pain 

- un-ut-ter-ably /.An'Atsrsbli/ adv 

Lin-var-nished adj [more most ~] 

1 : plain and direct: honest ■ the unvarnished truth ■ If you 




1805 


unvarying • up 


want my unvarnished opinion, the movie stinks. 

2 : not covered with varnish ■ unvarnished wood 
un*vary*ing AAn'verijirj/ adj : always the same : never 
changing or varying ■ She follows the same, unvarying rou¬ 
tine every morning. 

un-veil /.An'veil/ verb -veils; -veiled; -veil-ing [+ obj\ 

1 : to show or reveal (something) to others for the first time ■ 
The developer unveiled plans for a new housing complex. ■ 
The company will unveil its newest product today. 

2 : to remove a cover from (something) so that people can 
see it ■ unveil a statue 

— un-veiling noun, pi -ings [count] ■ Many people were 
present for the unveiling of the statue. 

lin* Voiced /,An'voist/a<# 

1 : not expressed in spoken words ■ They nodded their un¬ 
voiced [ =unspoken ] agreement. 

2 linguistics, of a speech sound : made without vibrating your 
vocal cords ■ The “th” in the word “thing” is unvoiced. 

un-Waged /,An'weicted/ adj, Brit : not earning or paying 
wages ■ unwaged students ■ unwaged work 
un-want-ed /,An'wa:nt3d/ adj [more most ~]: not want¬ 
ed or needed ■ unwanted attention ■ an unwanted pregnancy 
un-war-rant-ed /,An*wor3nt3d/ adj [more most ~] for¬ 
mal : not necessary or appropriate : not warranted 1 Your 
anger is unwarranted. ■ an unwarranted assumption 
Ull-wary /,An'weri/ adj [more most ~] : easily fooled or 
surprised : not aware of and careful about possible prob¬ 
lems, dangers, etc. ■ unwary buyers ■ The fast-moving tide 
sometimes surprises unwary swimmers. 
un*washed /,An'wa;Jt/ adj : not clean : not washed ■ a sink 
full of unwashed dishes ■ unwashed hair 
the (great) unwashed old-fashioned + humorous : ordinary 
or common people who do not have a lot of money, pow¬ 
er, or social status ■ I’m just a member of the great un¬ 
washed. 

un-wa-ver-ing /,An'weivaTir)/ adj [more most ~] : con¬ 
tinuing in a strong and steady way : not changing or waver¬ 
ing ■ He has my unwavering support. ■ unwavering loyalty/ 
bravery 

— un-wa-ver-ing-ly adv 

un-wed /lAn'wed/ adj : not married ■ an unwed mother 
un-wel-COme /^n'welkam/ adj [more most ~] : not 
wanted or welcome ■ unwelcome news • He made me feel un¬ 
welcome. 

un-wel-com-ing /,An'welk3mir)/ adj [more most ~] 
: not making you feel comfortable and welcome ■ The hotel 
staff was unwelcoming. ■ The restaurant was dark and unwel¬ 
coming. 

Un-Well /,An'wel/ adj [more most —] formal : not feeling 
well: sick ■ Miss Bennett, are you unwell ? ■ I am sorry she is 
feeling unwell. 

un-whole-some /jAn'houlsam /adj [more most ~J 

1 : not good for your health ■ an unwholesome diet ■ un¬ 
wholesome foods 

2 : not mentally or morally good and normal ■ He has an un¬ 
wholesome fascination with death. ■ unwholesome thoughts ■ 
The company has engaged in unwholesome [-improper] busi¬ 
ness practices. 

un-wieldy /,An*wi:ldi/ adj [more most ~] : difficult to 
handle, control, or deal with because of being large, heavy, 
or complex • a large, unwieldy box ■ The system is outdated 
and unwieldy. ■ unwieldy [=awkward] prose 

— un-wield-i-ness /,An'wi:ldin3s/ noun [noncount] 
un-will-ing /,An'wilir)/ adj [more most ~] : not willing: 

such as a : not wanting to do something — usually fol¬ 
lowed by to + verb ■ The witness was unwilling to cooperate. ■ 
He is unwilling to help, b always used before a noun : made 
to do something that you do not want to do - He was an un¬ 
willing participant in the demonstration. 

— un-will-ing-ly adv ■ I took his money most unwillingly. 
— un-will-ing-ness noun [noncount] ■ Your unwillingness 
to do extra work cost you a promotion. 

un-wind /^n'waind/ verb -winds; -wound /-'waund/; 
-wind-ing 

1 : to move the end of something (such as a piece of string) 
that is wound in a roll, coil, etc., so that it becomes straight 
[+ obj] She unwound some thread from the spool, [no obj] 
The fishing line unwound quickly. 

2 [no obj ] : to relax and stop thinking about work, problems, 
etc. ■ I wanted to unwind after a hard day. 

un-wise /,An'waiz/ adj [more most ~] : not intelligent or 


wise ■ an unwise decision • It would be unwise to buy a house 
now. 

— un-wise-ly adv • You chose unwisely. 

Un-Wit-ting /lAn'witnj/ adj, always used before a noun [more 

most ~] 

1 : not aware of what is really happening ■ He kept the truth 
from his unwitting friends. ■ an unwitting victim of fraud 

2 : not intended or planned ■ an unwitting mistake 

— un-wit-ting-ly adv ■ She unwittingly offended the hostess. 
un-WOnt-ed /,An'wa:nt3d, Brit ,An'w3unt3d/ adj [more ~; 

most —] formal : not normal, usual, or expected ■ He was sur¬ 
prised by her unwonted cheerfulness, 
un-work-able /iAn'w^kabal/ adj [more most ~] : not 
able to be done well or successfully : not practical or work¬ 
able ■ It’s an interesting idea, but completely unworkable. ■ 
an unworkable plan 

un-world-ly /^n'waWli/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : having or showing a lack of experience or knowledge of 
the world ■ an unworldly young man 

2 : having an unusual quality that does not seem to be of this 
world ■ the unworldly beauty of the Grand Canyon ■ an un¬ 
worldly landscape 

un-Wor-ried /^n'warid/ adj [more most ~] : calm and 
relaxed : not worried ■ She appeared unworried about/by the 
poll results. 

un-wor-thy /,An'w3£i/ adj un-wor-thi-er; -est [also more 
most ~] formal 

1 : not good enough to deserve something or someone : not 
worthy ■ I am unworthy. — usually + of ■ She thought he was 
unworthy o/his promotion. ■ He is unworthy of her. 

2 : not appropriate or acceptable for a good or respected 
person ■ unworthy thoughts/feelings — usually + of ■ Those 
thoughts are unworthy of you. [=you are too good a person 
for those thoughts] ■ actions unworthy of a gentleman 

— un-wor-thi-ness /.An'wa'dinas/ noun [noncount] 
unwound past tense and past participle of unwind 
un-wrap /.An'nep/ verb -wraps; -wrapped; -wrap-ping 

[+ obj] : to remove the covering that is around something ■ 
He unwrapped the gift. ■ Unwrap the bandages so I can see 
the wound. 

Un-Writ-ten /lAn'ritp/ adj : spoken or understood without 
being written ■ They had an unwritten agreement. ■ an unwrit¬ 
ten rule 

un-yield-ing ^An'jiildirj/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : not changing or stopping ■ her unyielding [=firm\ belief in 
his innocence ■ unyielding opposition/devotion 

2 : not flexible or soft ■ the hard, unyielding ground 

— un-yield-ing-ly adv 

un-zip /,An'zip/ verb -zips; -zipped; -zip-ping [+ obj\ 

1 : to open (something) by using a zipper ■ He unzipped his 
jacket. ■ She unzipped the tent flap. 

2 computers : to cause (a file that has been reduced in size) 
to return to its original size by using special software ■ unzip 
a compressed file 

1 UP /VP/ <*dv 

1 a : from a lower to a higher place or position ■ The land 
rises up from the valley. ■ Pull up your pants/socks. = Pull 
your pants/socks up. ■ I’ll come up [= upstairs ] in a minute. ■ 
She stood beneath the window and called up to her friend. ■ 
Please pick your clothes up off the floor. ■ We watched the 
sun come up. b : in a high position or place • Keep your 
head up. • He held up his hand. ■ We stored the boxes up in 
the attic. ■ She stuck a notice up on the wall. ■ What’s going 
on up there? 

2 : toward the sky or ceiling ■ He looked up at the stars. ■ The 
cards were on the table facing up. 

3 : from beneath the ground or water to the surface ■ The 
dolphin came up for air. ■ She was in the garden pulling up 
weeds. 

4 a : to or toward the north ■ She flew up from Florida. ■ 
They drove up to Canada. • The weather is much colder up 
north, b informal : to or toward a place that is thought of as 
above or away from another place ■ She went up to the cabin 
for the weekend. ■ How long will it take to drive up (to their 
house) and back? • Come on up and see us sometime, c 
chiefly Brit : to or at a more important place (such as a large 
city or university) ■ He went up to London. ■ Their daughter 
is up at Oxford. 

5 a : to or toward a place that is close to someone or some¬ 
thing ■ I walked up to her and said “hello." ■ Please pull up a 
chair. • He lay down and pulled the covers up. b : to or to¬ 
ward a more forward position • We moved up to the front of 


up • up 


1806 


the line. ■ I’ll bring these up to the checkout for you. 

6 : in or into a vertical or upright position ■ Please stand up 
for the national anthem. • Sit up. Don’t slouch. "He helped 
the man up (from his seat). ■ She turned the box up on its 
end. 

7 : out of bed ■ What time did you get up this morning? ■ I 
stayed up late last night. [=1 went to sleep late last night] 

8 a : with greater force ■ Please speak up. I can’t hear you. 
b : at a higher or greater important position in a list or series 
■ Supporting public education doesn’t seem to be very high / 
far up on the government’s agenda. ■ Spending time with 
family ranks pretty high up on my list. [=1 think it is impor¬ 
tant to spend time with family] — opposite down c : to a 
higher or greater level, amount, or rate ■ Could you turn the 
volume/heat up, please? ■ It takes this car a long time to 
warm up. ■ The price of oil went up. • They ran up a big bill. • 
The car sped up and then slowed down. ■ The author is good 
at building up suspense. ■ The game is for children 12 years 
old and up. [=and older] ■ Students will be tested from fifth 
grade up. — opposite down 

9 : into a better or more advanced position or state ■ She 
worked herself up in the company. ■ He grew up on a farm. 

10 : so as to appear or be present ■ The missing ring turned 
up. [=the missing ring was found] ■ They never showed up. ■ 
Houses were going up quickly. 

11 : in or into a working or usable state ■ He set up his new 
computer. ■ We should put the tents up first. 

12 : to someone’s attention especially for discussion or con¬ 
sideration ■ He brought up the issue at the meeting. ■ Her 
contract has come up for negotiation. 

13 : so as to be done or completed ■ He filled up the gas 
tank. ■ She gathered up her belongings and left. ■ I still have 
some work to finish up. ■ She used up all the tape. ■ They 
cleaned up the kitchen after supper. ■ He summed up the re¬ 
sults of the study. ■ She added up all the numbers. 

14 : so as to be closed ■ He sealed up the package. ■ She 
zipped up her son’s jacket. 

15 : into pieces or parts ■ She tore/cut up the paper. ■ Each 
group had a leader who divided up the work. 

16 : into a state of activity or excitement ■ She stirred up the 
fire/crowd. ■ He worked himself up over nothing. 

17 : to a stop ■ He pulled the car up at the curb. 

18 : for each player or team : apiece ■ The score is two up. 
up and down 1 : forward and backward several or many 

times : repeatedly in one direction and then the opposite 
direction ■ He paced up and down in the waiting room. 2 
: from a lower position to a higher position several times ■ 
The children were jumping up and down. ■ Her father 
looked me up and down [^looked at me carefully to decide 
what he thought of me] before inviting me in. 
up close see 3 close 
2 up adj 

T not used before a noun a : in a high place or position ■ The 
candy is up on the top shelf, b : raised so as to be opened • 
The window is already up. c : risen above the horizon ■ The 
sun is up. d : risen from beneath the ground or water to the 
surface ■ The tulips are up. e : in a forward place or posi¬ 
tion ■ Your package is up at the front desk. ■ We were up near 
the stage. 

2 not used before a noun a : out of bed - Are the kids up 
yet? ■ We are up every morning at six. b : awake ■ 1 was up 
all night studying for the test. — see also UP and about 
(below) 

3 not used before a noun : higher than usual ■ Gas prices are 
up again. ■ The river is up. ■ Attendance has been up. ■ The in¬ 
terest rate is up (by) three percent. ■ Profits are up on last 
year. [=profits are higher than they were last year] 

4 always used before a noun : moving or going to a higher 
level ■ the up escalator 

5 not used before a noun, informal : happening : going on ■ I 
could tell something was up by the look on her face. ■ Your 
order should have arrived. Let me find out what’s up. • “Can 
I talk to you for a minute?” “Sure. What’s upT' [=what do 
you want to talk to me about?] ■ (US) “Hi, Jim. What’s upT' 
[=what’s new?] “Not much.” — often + with ■ Something’s up 
with her. She looks upset. ■ Let me find out what’s up with 
your order. ■ What’s up with you? Why are you so grumpy? ■ 
“Did you hear that he quit his job?” “Yeah. What’s up with 
that ?” [=why did he quit his job?] 

6 not used before a noun : having more points than an oppo¬ 
nent : ahead of an opponent ■ The team was 10 points up [=it 
had a lead of 10 points] in the third quarter. ■ The team was 
up (by) two runs. 


7 not used before a noun : operating or functioning ■ The sys¬ 
tem/network is up again. = The system/network is up and 
running again. 

8 not used before a noun : beginning your turn in an activity ■ 
Get ready. You’re up next. 

9 not used before a noun, of time : at an end ■ Put your pen¬ 
cils down. Time is up. [=the time during which you are al¬ 
lowed to work on the test has ended] ■ His term as president 
is nearly up. [=has nearly endedJ 

10 not used before a noun [more most ~ ]: happy or excit¬ 
ed ■ She was feeling down, but now she’s up again. 

11 informal : having a lot of knowledge about something ■ 
She's always up on the latest fashions. 

12 chiefly Brit, of a road : having the surface broken because 
repairs are being done ■ They’ve had the road up for weeks. 
up against 1 : placed so as to be touching (something) ■ 

The bed was up against the wall. — see also up against 
a/the wall at ‘wall 2 : confronted with • The problem we 
are up against [=the problem that we have to deal with] is a 
difficult one. 

up against it informal : in a difficult situation ■ With hardly 
any money or time left, we are really up against it\ 
up and about or chiefly US up and around: out of bed and 
doing things ■ She recently had surgery, but now she’s up 
and about again. ■ I didn’t expect you to be up and around 
this early. 

up and down informal : sometimes good and sometimes 
bad ■ Her relationship with him is up and down. • They 
have an up and down relationship. 
up for 1 informal : wanting to have or do (something) ■ I’m 
up for some Chinese food. ■ Are you up for watching a 
movie? ■ We’re going out dancing tonight. Are you up for 
it? [=are you interested in joining us?l 2 a — used to say 
that someone or something is or will be involved in a par¬ 
ticular process and especially one that leads to a decision ■ 
His proposal is up for consideration. [=is being considered] 

■ The budget is up for discussion in today’s meeting. ■ She is 
up for reelection next year. [=she will be trying to get re¬ 
elected next year) ■ He’ll be up for parole in two more 
years, b — used to say that something is available to be 
bought ■ Our house is up for sale. [=our house is being 
sold] ■ items that are up for auction 3 : appearing in a 
court of law because of being accused of (a crime) ■ He 
was up for armed robbery. 

up to la: capable of performing or dealing with (some¬ 
thing) ■ She feels she is up to her role in the play. ■ She feels 
up to the challenge. ■ The patient is now up to seeing visi¬ 
tors. [=is now healthy enough to see visitors] b : good 
enough for (something) ■ Her performance wasn't up to 
her usual standards. [=wasn’t as good as it usually is] ■ The 
hotel wasn’t up to our expectations. [=wasn’t as good as we 
expected it to be] ■ (Brit) My Spanish isn’t up to much. 
[=my Spanish is not very good] 2 : doing something espe¬ 
cially in a way that is secret and with intentions that are 
bad ■ What are they up to ? ■ I know they’re up to some¬ 
thing, but I don’t know what. • I’m sure he is up to no 
good. 3 — used to say who is responsible for making a 
choice or decision ■ “Do you want Chinese food tonight or 
Italian?” “It doesn’t matter to me, so it’s up to you.” ■ The 
amount of your donation is entirely up to you. ■ It is up to 
you to decide. 4 a — used to indicate the place or level 
that is reached by something ■ The water was up to our 
knees. = We were in water up to our knees, b : to or at (a 
specified amount, level, etc.) ■ Estimates for repairing the 
car ran from $500 up to $1,000. ■ The lottery is up to five 
million dollars, c : as many or as much as (a specified 
number or amount) ■ Up to eight people can play the game. 

■ The car holds up to six people. ■ The ship can cariy up to 
10 tons. 5 : during the time or period before • Up to this 
point, we have been discussing our long-term goals. ■ Up to 
[=until\ that time they had been fairly successful. 

up to here informal — used to show that you have too 
much of something to deal with or that you are very an¬ 
noyed by something and will not accept any more of it ■ I 
have work up to here to do. [=1 have a lot of work to do] ■ 
I’ve had it up to here with your nonsense.’ [=1 am sick of 
your nonsense] 
up to par see par 
up to snuff see 2 snuff 
up to speed see ‘speed 
up to your ears see ‘ear 
up to your eyeballs see ‘eyeball 
3 UP prep 
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1 : to, toward, or at a higher point on (something) ■ He 
climbed up the ladder. ■ She had to walk her bike up the hill. 

■ The bathroom is up the stairs. 

2 : along the course or path of (something) ■ Go up the 
street/road and turn left. ■ We walked up the street to meet 
them. ■ They live just up the block from us. • I paddled the 
canoe up the river. • The ship sailed up the coast. • Her office 
is all the way up the hall on the right. ■ He paced up and 
down the hall, waiting for news about his wife’s operation. 
up the creek (without a paddle) see creek 

up the wazoo see wazoo 

up until or up till: during the time or period before • Up un¬ 
til now, everything has gone very well. 
up yours slang, offensive — used as a rude reply to someone 
who has annoyed or angered you 
4 up noun, pi ups [count] : a period or state of success, happi¬ 
ness, etc. — usually plural ■ The company has had more ups 
than downs this year. • We have had our ups and downs, 
on the up chiefly Brit : moving toward an improved or bet¬ 
ter state ■ After a slow period, sales are on the up. [=sales 
are increasing! 

on the up and up informal 1 US : honest and legal • The 
deal seems to be on the up and up. ■ I don’t want to do any¬ 
thing dishonest. Let’s keep everything on the up and up. 2 
Brit : becoming more successful ■ He recently got a pro¬ 
motion and is on the up and up. 

5 up verb ups; upped /'Apt/; up*ping [+ obj]: to make (some¬ 
thing) higher ■ The restaurant upped [increased] its prices. 
up and informal : to do something specified in a sudden and 
unexpected way ■ One day, he just upped and left home. ■ 
Then she ups and marries some guy she’d just met. In 
U.S. English, up and is often used instead of ups and or 
upped and. ■ One day, he just up and left home. [=he just 
suddenly left home] ■ Then she up and marries some guy 
she’d just met. 
up sticks see 1 stick 
up the ante see 'ante 

lip—and—COITI«ing /,Ap3nd'kAiniij/ adj [more most ~\ 
: becoming more successful, important, and well known ■ an 
up-and-coming young actor ■ an up-and-coming new technol¬ 
ogy 

Up-beat /'Ap,bi:t/ adj [more most ~] : positive and cheer¬ 
ful : happy and hopeful ■ I like a story with an upbeat ending. 

■ I tried to stay upbeat about losing the election. — opposite 
DOWNBEAT 

up-braid /.Ap'breid/ verb -braids; -braid-ed; -braid-ing 

[+ obj]formal: to speak in an angry or critical way to (some¬ 
one who has done something wrong) ■ She upbraided 
[=scolded\ him for not offering to help his grandfather, 
up-bring-ing /'APibrigig/ noun, pi -ings [count] : the way 
a child is raised : the care and teaching given to a child by 
parents or other people — usually singular ■ My wife had a 
very sheltered upbringing. ■ a religious/privileged upbringing 

■ His grandmother saw to his upbringing. 

up-chuck /'Ap.tfAk/ verb -chucks; -chucked; -chuck¬ 
ing US, informal : vomit [+ obj] The dog upchucked the 
food, [no obj] I felt like I was about to upchuck. 
Up-COm-ing /'Ap,kAmir]/ adj, usually used before a noun 
: happening or appearing soon ■ the upcoming [-approach¬ 
ing] election/holiday ■ the symphony’s upcoming season ■ Up¬ 
coming events are posted on our Web site, 
up—COUn-try /'Ap,kAntri/ adj, old-fashioned : of or relating 
to an area of land that is toward the middle of a country, 
north of a country, or outside of a particular region ■ up- 
country cooking ■ up-countiy farms ■ an up-country accent 
— up—coun-try /'Ap'kAntri/ adv ■ He hitchhiked up-country 
in search of work. ■ She lives up-country. 

’up-date /.Ap'deit/ verb -dates; -dat-ed; -dat-ing [+ obj\ 

1 a : to change (something) by including the most recent in¬ 
formation ■ I need to update my address book. • update all 
the population figures b : to make (something) more mod¬ 
em ■ She wants to update her wardrobe. ■ an updated [-mod¬ 
em, up-to-date] version of a classic story 

2 : to give (someone) the most recent information about 
something — usually + on ■ He updated us on his mother’s 
health. 

2 up-date /'Ap,deit/ noun, pi -dates [count] 

1 : a report that includes the most recent information about 
something ■ I haven’t heard the latest weather update. — of¬ 
ten + on m We receive daily updates on homes for sale in the 
area. 

2 : a change or addition to computer software that includes 


the most recent information ■ You can download updates for 
free. 

up-draft /*Ap,drseft, Brit 'Ap.draift/ noun, pi -drafts [count] 
technical : an upward flow of air • hawks soaring on updrafts 
up-end /.Ap'end/ verb -ends; -end-ed; -end-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to cause (something) to be upside down : to turn (some¬ 
thing) over • He upended the bicycle to fix its flat tire. ■ I up¬ 
ended the bucket to use as a stool. • The security inspector 
upended my bag and dumped everything out. 

2 : to cause (someone) to fall down or be turned over ■ A gi¬ 
ant wave upended the surfers. ■ The midfielder was upended 
before he got the ball. — sometimes used figuratively espe¬ 
cially in U.S. English ■ The new regulations could upend the 
entire industry. ■ The team was upended [= defeated] in the 
second round of the play-offs. 

up—front /,Ap'frAnt/ adj 

1 [more most ~] : not keeping anything secret or hidden 
: honest and direct ■ I have been very up-front with you. ■ 
They were up-front about their financial position. 

2 — used to refer to money that is paid in advance ■ The deal 
requires more up-front cash than I can come up with. ■ up¬ 
front fees — see also up front at 1 front 

’up-grade /.Ap'greid/ verb -grades; -grad-ed; -grading 

1 a [+ obj ] : to make (something) better by including the 
most recent information or improvements • This course will 
help you to upgrade your computer skills. ■ Airports have 
upgraded security. ■ They’ve upgraded the quality of their 
service. ■ The city is upgrading the sewage treatment plant. ■ 
The office is upgrading the telephone system. ■ They upgrad¬ 
ed the hotel to attract more business patrons, b [no obj]: to 
choose to have or use something more modern, useful, etc. 

— often + to ■ You might want to upgrade to a cable modem. 
■ We reserved a compact car, with the option of upgrading to 
a midsize car. 

2 : to get something (such as a seat on an airplane or a room 
in a hotel) that is better than what you had originally — of¬ 
ten + to [no obj] We were able to upgrade to first class. [+ 
obj] Our seats were upgraded to first class. [=we were given 
first-class seats] ■ We had reserved a double room, but the 
hotel upgraded us to a suite. 

3 [+ obj] : to give (someone or something) a higher rank or 
grade — often + to • They upgraded my job classification to 
level four, which means I get a pay increase. ■ The restaurant 
was upgraded from three to four stars. ■ The storm has been 
upgraded to a hurricane. ■ The doctors upgraded the patient's 
condition from “serious" to “good.” — opposite down¬ 
grade 

- up-grad-able or up-grade-able /.Ap'greidabal/ adj • 

upgradable hardware 

2 up-grade /'Ap,greid/ noun, pi -grades [count] 

1 : an area or surface that goes upward : an upward slope ■ a 
slight upgrade in the roadway ■ a gradual upgrade 

2 : an occurrence in which one thing is replaced by some¬ 
thing better, newer, more valuable, etc. ■ software/system 
upgrades ■ The hotel offered us a room upgrade. • seat up¬ 
grades 

up-heav-al /,Ap'hi:v3l/ noun, pi -als 

1 : a major change or period of change that causes a lot of 
conflict, confusion, anger, etc. [noncount] The civil rights 
movement marked a period of social upheaval in the U.S. ■ 
the emotional upheaval of divorce [count] a period of cul¬ 
tural and social upheavals 

2 technical : an occurrence in which a part of the Earth’s 
surface moves up forcefully [count] The island was created 
by an upheaval of the ocean floor, [noncount] The lake was 
formed by geologic upheaval. 

1 up-hill /•Ap'hil/ adv : toward the top of a hill or mountain ■ It 
is easier to ride a bicycle downhill than uphill. 

2 up-hill /‘Ap.hil/ adj 

1 : going or sloping up toward the top of a hill or mountain ■ 
The path is uphill. ■ an uphill climb 

2 always used before a noun : not easy : difficult to do, deal 
with, etc. ■ It has been an uphill battle/fight/struggle for her 
to get an education. 

up-hold /,Ap'hould/ verb -holds; -held /-'held/; -hold-ing 
[+ obj] 

1 : to support or defend (something, such as a law) ■ He took 
an oath to uphold the Constitution. ■ They have a responsi¬ 
bility to uphold the law. 

2 : to judge (a legal decision) to be correct: to decide not to 
change (a verdict) • The Court of Appeals upheld his convic¬ 
tion. 
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— up*hold*er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ upholders of democra¬ 
cy 

up-hol-Ster /.Ap'houlsta 1 / verb -sters; -stered; -sterling 

[+ obj] : to put a covering of cloth, leather, etc., on (a piece of 
furniture, such as a couch or chair) ■ The couch was uphol¬ 
stered with a bright, floral fabric. 

— up-hol-stered adj ■ an upholstered chair — up-hol-ster- 

er /^p'houlstara*/ noun, pi -ers [count] ■ We took the chair 
to an upholsterer to have it re-covered, 
up-hol-stery /,Ap'houlst3ri/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the cloth, leather, etc., that covers a couch, chair, etc. ■ 
an old chair that needs new upholstery ■ a car with leather up¬ 
holstery l=with seats that are covered in leather] 

2 : the process or business of covering pieces of furniture 
with cloth, leather, etc. • He learned upholstery from his fa¬ 
ther. 

up-keep /'Ap,ki:p/ noun [noncount] : the process of keeping 
something in good condition : the care or maintenance of 
buildings, equipment, etc. • Who is responsible for the up¬ 
keep of these buildings? ■ Once your car gets that old, the 
cost of upkeep can get very expensive. • The yard requires 
very little upkeep. ■ We sold our horse because we could no 
longer afford its upkeep. 

up-land /Upland/ noun, pi -lands [count] : a region of high 
land especially far from the sea — usually plural ■ the up¬ 
lands of eastern Turkey • The sheep graze in the uplands. 

— upland adj, always used before a noun ■ an upland forest/ 
species 

1 up-lift /,Ap*hft/ verb -lifts; -lift-ed; -lift-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make (someone) happy or hopeful ■ music that uplifts 
the soul 

2 : to lift (something) up : to raise (something) to a higher 
position ■ geologic forces that uplifted the mountains 

2 up-lift /'Ap^ift/ noun 

1 [singular] : an increase in amount or number : rise • an 
uplift in prices/sales 

2 : an increase in happiness or hopefulness [singular] The 
beautiful spring day gave us a much-needed uplift. [=lifi] 
[noncount] searching for spiritual uplift 

uplifted adj 

1 : raised or turned upward ■ uplifted faces/hands 

2 : made happier or more hopeful ■ uplifted spirits ■ We felt 
uplifted by the experience. 

Uplifting adj [more most ~] : causing happy and hopeful 
feelings ■ an uplifting sermon ■ uplifting music 
1 up-load /,Ap'loud/ verb -loads; -load*ed; -loading [+ obj] 
computers : to move or copy (a file, program, etc.) from a 
computer or device to a usually larger computer or comput¬ 
er network • She uploaded the pictures from her digital cam¬ 
era to her computer. • upload files to the Internet 

— compare download 

up-load /'Ap,loud/ noun, pi -loads [count] computers : a file, 
program, etc., that is uploaded ■ a data upload 
up-mar-ket /'Ap'ma^kst/ adj [more most ~] : made for 
or appealing to people who have a lot of money ■ upmarket 
[=(US) upscale] restaurants/shops 

— upmarket adv ■ The brand is going/moving upmarket. 
l=starting to sell products for people with more money] 

UP»On /a'pain/ prep, formal 

1 : ON ■ He carefully placed the vase upon the table. • They 
built their city upon a cliff overlooking the sea. ■ She was 
seated upon a throne. ■ an assault upon traditional values ■ 
She was admitted to his office immediately upon her arrival. 
■ That kind of behavior is frowned upon. 

2 — used to say that someone or something is very close or 
has arrived ■ The enemy was suddenly upon us. ■ The holi¬ 
days are nearly upon us. l=the holidays are nearly here; the 
holidays have nearly begun] ■ Before we knew it, the date of 
the wedding was upon us. 

3 — used to emphasize something that is repeated many 
times ■ We removed layer upon layer [=many layers] of old 
paint from the paneling. ■ She studied for hour upon hour. 
[=for many hours] ■ thousands upon thousands of people 

1 Up-per /'Apa-/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 a : located above another or others of the same kind ■ the 
tree’s upper branches • upper and lower front teeth ■ the up¬ 
per jaw ■ her upper extremities/limbs l=her arms and hands] ■ 
the wing’s upper and lower surfaces • the ship’s upper and 
lower decks • Who will sleep on the upper berth? ■ The upper 
stories/floors are occupied by offices. ■ the upper layer of the 
Earth’s crust ■ temperatures in the mid to upper 20s b : lo¬ 
cated at or near the top ■ Write your name on the upper left- 


hand corner of the page. • relief of upper back pain ■ exercis¬ 
es to improve upper body strength l=strength in the arms, 
shoulders, neck, and back] ■ the mountain’s upper and lower 
slopes ■ the upper atmosphere ■ There is no upper age limit 
for participation. • He’s at the upper end of the pay scale. ■ 
The upper two-thirds of the wall has been painted. 

2 : located toward the north ■ a restaurant in upper Manhat¬ 
tan - an apartment on upper Fifth Avenue ■ the upper Great 
Lakes region 

3 : above another or others in position, rank, or order ■ the 
upper echelons of society ■ upper- level executives ■ upper 
management ■ the upper middle class 

stiff upper lip see ‘stiff 
2 upper noun, pi -pers [count] 

1 : the parts of a shoe or boot above the sole • leather uppers 

2 informal : a drug that gives you more energy; especially 
' amphetamine ■ He admitted he was on uppers. — com¬ 
pare DOWNER 

on your uppers Brit, old-fashioned + informal : having very 
little money ■ He’d come to me for money whenever he 
was on his uppers. 

UP-per-case AApa^keis/ ad) : having as its typical form A, 
B, C rather than a, b, c : capital ■ uppercase letters ■ upper¬ 
case D — compare lowercase 

— uppercase noun [noncount] ■ abbreviations written in 
uppercase 

upper class noun, pi ~ classes [count] : a social class that 
is above the middle class : the highest social class ■ a popular 
pastime among the upper classes ■ a member of the upper 
class — compare lower class, middle class, under¬ 
class, WORKING CLASS 

— upper-class adj ■ upper-class families/neighborhoods 
up-per-class-man /.Apa^klzesman, Brit .Apa'klaisman/ 

noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] US : a student in the third or 
fourth year of high school or college ■ Only upperclassmen 
can go off-campus for lunch. — compare underclassman 
upper crust noun 

the upper crust informal : the highest social class or group 
: upper class ■ the upper crust of American society ■ the 
wealthy upper crust 

— upper—crust adj ■ upper-crust Americans/schools 
up-per-CUt /‘Apa'ikAt/ noun, pi -cuts [count] boxing : a 

punch directed upward with a bent arm ■ He hit his oppo¬ 
nent with an uppercut to the chin. 

upper hand noun 

the upper hand : the position of having power or being in 
control in a particular situation • He always has to have the 
upper hand. — sometimes used figuratively - The infection 
was gaining the upper hand [=was becoming worse] and the 
patient’s condition was deteriorating. 
up-per-mOSt / l Apa , ,moust/ adj : highest in position or im¬ 
portance ■ the uppermost [-topmost] branches of the tree ■ 
Safety was uppermost in their minds. [=safety was the thing 
they were most concerned about! 

— uppermost adv 

upper school noun, pi ~ -schools [count, noncount] : a 
school or part of a school for students between the ages of 14 
and 18 

Up-pi-ty /‘Apati/ adj [more most ~] informal + disapprov¬ 
ing : acting as if you are more important than you really are, 
do not have to do what you are told to do, etc. ■ an uppity 
sales clerk ■ Don’t get uppity with me. 

Up-raised /,Ap'reizd/ adj • raised or lifted up ■ He danced 
with his arms upraised. 

1 Up-right /'Ap,rait/ adj 

1 a : positioned to be straight up : vertical ■ an upright 
posture ■ Put your seat back in the upright position. ■ the 
fox’s upright ears ■ The container should be kept upright to 
prevent leaks, b — used to describe something that is tall 
rather than wide • an upright freezer ■ an upright vacuum 
cleaner ■ an upright shrub 

2 [more most ~] : always behaving in an honest way 
: having high moral standards ■ an upright citizen 

— upright adv ■ There wasn’t enough room to stand upright , 
so we had to bend over. ■ an early human ancestor that 
walked upright • She saf bolt upright l=she sat up straight] 
in bed when I entered the room. 

2 upright noun, pi -rights [count] 

1 : a board or pole placed in a vertical position to support 
something ■ The uprights of the structure were embedded in 
concrete. 

2 American football : goalpost — usually plural ■ He 
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kicked the ball through the uprights. 

3 : UPRIGHT PIANO 

Upright piano noun, pi ~ -nos [count] : a piano whose 
strings run from the top to the bottom — called also upright 
up-ris-ing /'Ap,raizir)/72owrt,/?/-ings [count] : a usually vio¬ 
lent effort by many people to change the government or 
leader of a country : rebellion ■ an armed uprising ■ The 
government quickly put down the uprising. 
up-riv-er / % \p t n\e/ adv : toward the start of a river ■ The 
salmon swim upriver [-upstream] to spawn, 
up-roar l'sp x xo?rj noun, pi -roars : a situation in which 
many people are upset, angry, or disturbed by something 
[noncount] There was a lot of public uproar over the pro¬ 
posed jail, [count] There have been uproars in the past over 
similar proposals. • The proposal caused an uproar. ■ The 
town was in an uproar over the proposal to build a jail. 
Up-roar*i-OUS /,Ap'rorij3s/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : very noisy • uproarious laughter 

2 : extremely funny ■ an uproarious comedy 

— up-roar-i-ous-ly adv • an uproariously funny comedy 
up-root /.Ap'ru.t/ verb -roots; -rootled; -root-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to pull (a plant and its root) completely out of the ground 
■ uproot a vine ■ Many trees were uprooted by the storm. 

2 : to remove (something) completely ■ Will we ever be able 
to uproot racial prejudice? 

3 : to make (someone) leave home and move to a different 
place ■ families uprooted by war ■ Taking the job would mean 
uprooting my family. 

1 up-SCale /'Ap'skeil/ adj [more most ~] US : relating to or 
appealing to people who have a lot of money ■ upscale ^up¬ 
market] restaurants/supermarkets ■ an upscale neighborhood 

— upscale adv • The brand is going/moving upscale, ^start¬ 
ing to sell products for people with more money! 

2 upscale verb -scales; -scaled; -scal-ing [+ obf\ US : to 
make (something) more appealing to people who have a lot 
of money ■ upscaled merchandise 
1 Up-Set /,Ap'sEt/ adj [more most ~] 

T : angry or unhappy ■ I was feeling upset by/about the 
whole experience. • There’s no point in getting all upset 
about it. • I try not to let her make me upset. ■ She was too 
upset to speak to him. ■ I’m upset that you didn’t call. ■ I was 
so upset with him, I didn’t call him for two weeks. 

2 If you have an upset stomach, you have an unpleasant 
feeling in your stomach because of illness or because of 
something you have eaten. ■ I had an upset stomach after eat¬ 
ing all those cookies. ■ My stomach was upset and I felt like I 
might throw up. 

2 up-set /.Ap'set/ verb -sets; -set; -set-ting [+ obj] 

1 : to make (someone) unhappy, worried, etc. • That remark 
you made really upset me. ■ Don’t upset yourself over it. • It 
upsets him that he can do nothing to help. ■ A lot of people 
were upset by the court’s decision. • It upsets me to think I 
might never see him again. 

2 : to cause an unpleasant feeling in (your stomach) ■ Spicy 
food upsets my stomach. 

3 : to cause (something) to be unable to continue in the ex¬ 
pected way ■ His sudden arrival upset [= disrupted] our plans. 

4 : to defeat (someone who was expected to defeat you) ■ 
The heavyweight challenger upset the reigning champion in 
the third round. ■ She was upset in the primary. 

5 : to cause (something) to fall ■ He accidentally bumped the 
table and upset a lamp. 

upset the apple cart informal: to do something that chang¬ 
es or spoils a plan, situation, system, etc. ■ Let’s not upset 
the apple cart by introducing new rules. 

— upsetting adj [more most ~] ■ It was a very upsetting 
situation. 

3 up-Set /'Ap,set/ noun, pi -sets 

1 [count] : an occurrence in which a game, contest, etc., is 
won by a person or team that was expected to lose ■ In a ma¬ 
jor upset , he took the gold medal. ■ Her victory in the elec¬ 
tion was a big upset. ■ an upset victory 

2 : an unpleasant feeling of illness in your stomach [non¬ 
count] Spicy foods can cause stomach upset, [count] a minor 
stomach upset 

3 : a period of worry and unhappiness caused by something 
that has happened [count] An emotional upset can affect 
your physical health, [noncount] a period of emotional upset 

up-shift /'Apjift/ verb -shifts; -shift*ed; -shift-ing [no 
obj] : to put the engine of a vehicle into a higher gear ■ She 
upshifted into fifth gear. — opposite downshift 

— upshift noun, pi -shifts [count] ■ an upshift into fifth gear 


Up-Shot /'Apja.'t/ noun 

the upshot : the final result or outcome of a process, discus¬ 
sion, etc. ■ 7he upshot is that we’ll see him Thursday. — of¬ 
ten + of ■ 7he upshot of the decision is that the park will be 
closed. 

1 Up-Side /'Ap.said/ noun, pi -sides [count] : a part of some¬ 
thing that is good or desirable : an advantage or benefit • 
One upside to the new house is its location. ■ On the upside 
[=when you consider the good parts or advantages], the car 
does have a lot of trunk space. — often + of • The upside of 
moving would be a shorter commute to work. — opposite 

DOWNSIDE 

2 up-side /'Ap'said /prep, US, informal : on or against the side 
of (something) ■ She smacked him upside the head. [=she 
hit/slapped him on the side of his head] 
up-side down /'Ap^aid'daun/ adv : with the top at the bot¬ 
tom and the bottom at the top : placed so that the end that 
should be at the top is at the bottom ■ You hung the picture 
upside down\ - To remove the plant, turn the pot upside down 
and tap gently on the bottom to loosen it. ■ The baby was 
holding the book upside down. 

turn (something) upside down informal : to make (some¬ 
thing) very untidy ■ I turned the room upside down looking 
for my car keys. ■ The house was turned upside down while 
the renovations were under way. — often used figuratively 
■ His whole world was turned upside down when his mother 
died. 

— upside-down adj • The sculpture looked like an upside- 
down pyramid. • That flag is upside-down. 

upside-down cake noun, pi ~ cakes [count, noncount] 
US : a cake that is baked with a layer of fruit (such as pine¬ 
apple) on the bottom and then turned over and served with 
the fruit side up 

up-skill /'Ap'skil/ verb -skills; -skilled; -skill-ing [+ obj] 
Brit : to improve the job skills of (someone) ■ upskilling the 
workforce 

up-Slope /'Ap'sloup/ adv, US : toward the top of a hill or 
mountain : up a slope ■ The field extends upslope away from 
the water. ■ moving upslope — opposite downslope 

— upslope adj • upslope winds — upslope noun, pi 
-slopes [count] ■ We had to climb a long upslope. 

1 Up-Stage /'Ap'steicft/ adv : toward the back part of a stage ■ 
The actor moved upstage. 

2 up-stage /.Ap'steicfe/ verb -stag-es; -staged; -stag-ing [+ 

obj] : to take attention away from (someone or something 
else, such as another performer) ■ The children upstaged the 
adult performers. [=people watched the children more than 
the adults] ■ We don’t want the flower girl upstaging the 
bride. ■ My apple pie was upstaged by her chocolate cake. 

1 up-stalrs /(Ap'stea'z/ adv 

1 ; on or to a higher floor of a building ■ When you go up¬ 
stairs , bring these towels with you. ■ My in-laws live upstairs. 
■ She was on her way upstairs when she heard a car drive up. 

2 informal : in the head : mentally or intellectually ■ Some 
say he’s a little slow upstairs. [=he’s mentally slow; he’s not 
intelligent] 

kick (someone) upstairs see 'kick 
2 up-stairs /'Ap'ste^z/ adj, always used before a noun : locat- 
edona higher floor of a building ■ You can use the upstairs 
bathroom. 

3 Up-Stairs /'Ap'ste^z/ noun 

the upstairs : the upper floors of a building ■ We’ve decided 
to rent out the upstairs. ■ We’re having the upstairs carpet- 
ed. 

Up-Stand-ing /^p'stsendii adj [more most ~] 

1 ; honest and respectable ■ upstanding members of the com¬ 
munity 

2 : standing straight up - a stiff, upstanding collar 

be upstanding Brit, formal — used to tell the people in a 
place to stand up ■ “Ladies and gentlemen, please be up¬ 
standing for the national anthem.” 
up-Start / , Ap l sta3‘t/ noun.pl -starts [count] 

1 disapproving : a person who has recently begun an activity, 
become successful, etc., and who does not show proper re¬ 
spect for older and more experienced people ■ a young up¬ 
start from Harvard who thinks he knows more than the boss 

2 chiefly US : a newly successful person, business, etc. — of¬ 
ten used before another noun ■ upstart Internet companies 

Up-State /'Ap,steit/ noun [noncount] US : the northern part 
of a state ■ She’s from upstate. 

— up-state /'Ap'steit/ adj, always used before a noun ■ He 
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lives in upstate New York. — up-state /Vp'steit/ adv • 
They moved upstate. 

up*Stream /'Ap'striim/ adv : in the direction opposite to the 
flow in a stream, river, etc. : toward the source of a stream, 
river, etc. ■ salmon swimming upstream [=against the cur¬ 
rent] to spawn ■ The canoe capsized upstream of the dam. 

— upstream adj ■ upstream farms 

up-surge /'Ap^atfe/ noun, pi -surg-es [count] : a rapid or 
sudden increase or rise — usually + in or of ■ a recent up¬ 
surge in crime ■ an upsurge of popularity ■ an upsurge of anger 
up-SWept /'/vp,swept/ adj : directed upward in a curved 
shape ■ upswept hair ■ upswept wings 
Up-SWing /\\p,swu]/ noun, pi -swings [count] 

1 : a situation in which something is increasing or becoming 
better ■ Business is on the upswing, [-improving] — often + 
in ■ an upswing in profits 

2 : an upward swing • an upswing of the arms 
up-take /Vp,teik/ noun 

1 technical : the process by which something is taken in by 
the body, a plant, etc. [noncount] oxygen uptake by the 
body/tissue/cells ■ the plant's uptake of water [singular] a 
rapid uptake of liquid 

2 [noncount] informal: the ability to learn new things, to un¬ 
derstand what is happening or being said, etc. ■ Being slow 
on the uptake [=slow to comprehend], I didn’t realize what 
was going on at first. ■ She’s pretty quick on the uptake. 

up—tem-po /‘Ap.tempou/ adj : played very fast : having a 
fast tempo ■ up-tempo music ■ an aggressive, up-tempo style 
of basketball 

up-tick /Vp,tik/ noun, pi -ticks [count] US : a small increase 
or rise — often + in ■ an uptick in sales/hiring 
Up-tight /’Ap’tait/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : nervous or worried and tending to become upset about 
something that does not make other people upset ■ If our 
flight is delayed, there’s nothing we can do. There’s no rea¬ 
son to get so uptight about it. 

2 : unable or unwilling to relax and express feelings openly 
: too concerned about behaving in a socially proper way ■ I 
don’t know why people are so uptight about sex. ■ uptight 
conservatives 

Up-time /'Ap,taim/ noun [noncount] : time during which a 
computer or machine is working ■ We need to maximize net¬ 
work uptime. 

Up—tO—date adj [more most ~] 

1 : including the latest information • up-to-date [-current] 
maps 

2 : based on or using the newest information, methods, etc. ■ 
up-to-date styles ■ up-to-date [=modem] methods 

up-to-the-minute adj 

1 : including the very latest information ■ up-to-the-minute 
news 

2 : based on or using the newest information, methods, etc. ■ 
up-to-the-minute equipment/information 

1 up-town /'Ap,taun/ noun, pi -towns [count] chiefly US : the 
upper part of a city or town : the part of a city or town that 
is away from the central part — usually singular ■ They took 
a taxi from uptown to downtown. ■ a fire in the city’s uptown 

— compare downtown 

2 up-tOWn /'Ap’taun/ adv, chiefly US : to, toward, or in the up¬ 
per part of a city or town ■ We walked uptown to his apart¬ 
ment. ■ He lives uptown. 

— uptown adj, always used before a noun ■ uptown Manhat¬ 
tan ■ an uptown theater 

Up-turn /'Ap,tfrn ! noun, pi -turns [count] : an increase or 
improvement —usually singular ■ an upturn in the economy 
■ an upturn in sales 

up-turned /'Ap.tsHid /adj 

1 : turned so that the bottom part is on top : turned upside 
down ■ an upturned trash can ■ an upturned boat 

2 : turned or directed upward ■ upturned faces ■ a hat with 
upturned brim ■ a bird with an upturned bill 

1 UP-ward (chiefly US) /'Apwa-d/ or chiefly Brit up-wards 
/'Apw3*dz/ adv 

1 : from a lower place or level to a higher place or level ■ The 
road gradually rose upward. • The temperature is heading 
upward. [=it is getting hotter] 

2 : toward the ceiling, sky, etc. ■ The hawk spiraled upward. ■ 
He pointed upward. ■ She directed my gaze upward. 

3 : toward a higher or better condition or position ■ They are 
moving upward socially and economically. ■ moving upward 
in the corporate world 

4 : to a larger amount: to a higher number ■ Prices shot up¬ 


ward. - The inflation rate was adjusted upward. ■ Attendance 
figures have been heading upward, 
onward and upward see 1 onward 

upwards of also US upward of : more than (an amount or 
number) ■ upwards of half a million people ■ He won up¬ 
wards of $2,000. 

2 upward adj, always used before a noun 

1 : moving or going from a lower place or level to a higher 
place or level ■ upward movement/flow ■ an upward curve ■ 
in an upward direction 

2 : moving or going toward the ceiling, sky, etc. ■ the plant’s 
upward growth 

3 : changing to a larger amount or higher number ■ an up¬ 
ward revision of the vote tally 

— up-ward-ly adv 

Upwardly mobile adj [more most ~] : moving or able 
to move into a higher social or economic position ■ upwardly 
mobile professionals 

— upward mobility noun [noncount] ■ She wants a job with 
more upward mobility. 

up-wind /'Ap'wmd/ adv : in the direction that is opposite to 
the direction of the wind ■ We sailed upwind. [=into the wind] 

— often + of ■ We were standing upwind of the fire. 

— upwind adj ■ the upwind side of the fire 
ura-ni-um /ju'reinijam/ noun [noncount] : a radioactive ele¬ 
ment that is used to make nuclear energy and nuclear weap¬ 
ons 

Ura-nuS /'jaranas, ju'reinas/ noun [singular]: the planet that 
is seventh in order from the sun 
ur-ban /'^ban/ adj [more most ~] : of or relating to cities 
and the people who live in them ■ urban life/culture ■ urban 
housing ■ an urban neighborhood — opposite rural 
ur-bane /.a^bein/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : polite and confident ■ an urbane diplomat ■ The dialogue 
is witty and urbane. 

2 : fashionable and somewhat formal ■ the hotel’s urbane so¬ 
phistication 

— ur-bane-ly adv ■ a television show with urbanely witty di¬ 
alogue — ur-ban-i-ty /ybsenati/ noun [noncount] 

ur-ban-i-za-tion also Brit ur-ban-i-sa-tion /,^bana'zei- 
Jan/ noun [noncount] : the process by which towns and cities 
are formed and become larger as more and more people be¬ 
gin living and working in central areas ■ rapid urbanization ■ 
the effects/process of urbanization 

— ur-ban-ize also Brit ur-ban-ise /'a*>a,naiz/ verb -iz-es; 
-ized; -iz-ing [no obj] The country/region is rapidly ur¬ 
banizing. [+ obj] farmland that is being urbanized 
- urbanized also Brit urbanised adj [more most ~] ■ 
an urbanized area/society 

urban legend noun, pi ~ -ends [count] : a story about an 
unusual event or occurrence that many people believe is 
true but that is not true — called also urban myth 
urban renewal noun [noncount] : a process by which old 
buildings or buildings that are in bad condition in part of a 
city are replaced or repaired ■ an area undergoing urban re¬ 
newal — often used before another noun ■ an urban renewal 
plan/project 

urban sprawl noun [noncount] : a situation in which large 
stores, groups of houses, etc., are built in an area around a 
city that formerly had few people living in it ■ efforts to stop/ 
prevent urban sprawl 
ur-chin /'atfan/ noun, pi -chins [count] 

1 old-fashioned : a usually poor and dirty child who annoys 
people or causes minor trouble ■ a street urchin [-an urchin 
who lives in a city] 

2 : SEA URCHIN 

Ur-du /'uerdu, 'erdu/ noun [noncount] : the official language 
of Pakistan which is also used in parts of India 
-ure noun suffix 

1 : act: process ■ exposure ■ failure ■ closure 

2 : a group of people who do a specified job or activity ■ leg¬ 
islature 

urea /ju'riija/ noun [noncount] technical : a substance that 
contains nitrogen, is found in the urine of mammals and 
some fish, and is used in some kinds of fertilizer 
ure-thra /ju'ri:0ra/ noun, pi -thras [count] medical : the 
tube through which urine moves from the bladder and out 
of the body and that in men and male animals is also the 
means by which semen leaves the body 

— ure-thral /ju'riiGral/ adj 

1 urae /'^<fe/ verb urg-es; urged; urg-ing [+ obj] 




1811 


urge • use 


1 : to ask people to do or support (something) in a way that 
shows that you believe it is very important ■ He is continually 
urging reform. ■ The rescuers urged that we remain calm. ■ 
The group is urging a ban on the chemical. = The group is 
urging that the chemical be banned. 

2 : to try to persuade (someone) in a serious way to do some¬ 
thing ■ an editorial urging readers to vote • I urge you to recon¬ 
sider. 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to use force or 
pressure to move (someone or something) in a particular di¬ 
rection or at a particular speed ■ A hand on her back urged 
her forward. 

urge on \phrasal verb\ urge (someone or something) on : to 
encourage (someone or something) to move ahead, to do 
something, etc. ■ riders urging their horses on ■ I wanted to 
quit but she urged me on. 

2 urqe noun, pi urges [count\ : a strong need or desire to have 
or do something ■ the urge for something sweet ■ He fought 
the urge to cry/laugh. ■ creative/sexual urges 
Urgent /'a-cfcant/ adj [more —; most ~] 

1: very important and needing immediate attention ■ an ur¬ 
gent [ =pressing] need for food/reform • We’ve come to deliver 
an urgent message. ■ an urgent appeal/request for assistance ■ 
an urgent care center/facility [=a place where people who 
are sick or injured can go for immediate treatment instead of 
a hospital emergency room] 

2 : showing that something is very important and needs im¬ 
mediate attention ■ He addressed us in an urgent manner. ■ 
An urgent voice came over the intercom, telling us to leave 
the building immediately. 

— ur-gen-cy /'atfeansi/ noun [noncount\ ■ I’m not convinced 
of the urgency of the problem. [=I’m not convinced that 
the problem is urgent] — ur-gent-ly adv ■ Volunteers are 
urgently needed to help with the crisis. ■ speaking/calling 
urgently 

Urging noun [ noncount ] : the act of trying to persuade some¬ 
one in a serious way to do something ■ At the urging of her 
teacher, she chose to pursue a career in journalism, 
uri-nal /'jaranl, Brit ju’rain]/ noun, pi -nals [count] : a toilet 
that is attached to a wall especially in a public bathroom for 
men to urinate into 

uri-nary /'jara,neri, Brit 'juaranri/ adj, always used before a 
noun, medical 

1 : relating to the parts of the body in which urine is pro¬ 
duced and through which urine passes ■ the urinary bladder/ 
tract ■ a urinary infection 

2 : relating to or used for urine ■ a urinary catheter 
uri-nate /’jaTa,neit/ verb -nates; -nat-ed; -nat-ing [no obj] 

medical: to send urine out of the body 

— uri-na-tion /jjara'neijan/ noun [ noncount ] ■ Symptoms 
include nausea and frequent urination. 

urine /'jaran/ noun [noncount] medical : waste liquid that 
collects in the bladder before leaving the body 
URL/,ju: x Q 2 r*c\/ noun [count] computers : the letters and sym¬ 
bols (such as http://www.Merriam-Webster.com) that are 
the address of a Web site ■ What’s the site’s URL ? URL is 

an abbreviation of “Uniform Resource Locator.” 
urn /'an/ noun, pi urns [count] 

1 : a container that is often shaped like a vase with a closed 
top and that is used to hold the ashes of someone who has 
been cremated 

2 : a closed container with a faucet near the bottom which is 
used to serve hot drinks ■ a coffee urn 

Ur«sa Ma-jor Aa-sa'meic&er/ noun [noncount] : the group of 
stars in the northern sky that includes the stars that form the 
Big Dipper 

Ur»sa Mi-nor Aasa'maina 1 / noun [noncount] : the group of 
stars in the northern sky that includes the stars that form the 
Little Dipper 

US /'as /pronoun, objective form of we 
T — used to refer to the speaker and another person or 
group of people as the indirect object or direct object of a 
verb ■ It was nice of you to invite us. • It’s fine with us if you 
want to bring a friend. ■ There’s nobody in here but us kids. ■ 
Someone please help mj! ■ It’s just the two of us for dinner. ■ 
They told us it would be a few minutes, so why don’t we all 
wait outside? • All of us [=we all] will be affected by these 
changes. ■ It’s an exciting time for all of us. 

2 : people in general • Does God walk among us ? 

3 Brit, informal : me ■ Give us a kiss. 

U.S. or US abbr United States (of America) 

U.S.A. or USA abbr United States of America 


US-able /'juizabal/ acjj : capable of being used : in good 
enough condition to be used ■ usable farmland ■ Is any of this 
junk usable ? 

USAF abbr United States Air Force 

US-age /'ju:sicfc/ noun 

1 [ noncount] a : the act of using something ■ Seat belt usage 
in the state is now mandatory. ■ Usage [-use] of this exit is 
prohibited. ■ drug usage among college students b : the way 
that something is used ■ Restaurant dishes must be able to 
withstand rough usage. C : the amount of something that is 
used ■ efforts to reduce water/energy usage d : how often 
something is used ■ increasing usage of the nation’s highways 

2 : the way that words and phrases are used in a language 
[noncount] This word occurs in casual/common/popular us¬ 
age. ■ differences between British and American usage ■ edu¬ 
cated/formal usage • modern/current usage • a usage manu¬ 
al/guide/dictionary [count] I came across an uncommon 
usage I’d like to discuss with you. 

USB /,ju:,es'bi:/ noun [noncount] computers : a system for 
connecting a computer to another device (such as a printer, 
keyboard, or mouse) by using a special kind of cord ■ a USB 
cable/port ^ USB is an abbreviation of “Universal Serial 
Bus.” 

USDA abbr United States Department of Agriculture 
1 use /'ju:z /verb us-es; used; us-ing 

T"f+ obj ]: to do something with (an object, machine, person, 
method, etc.) in order to accomplish a task, do an activity, 
etc. ■ I need to use the phone when you’re done. • The ma¬ 
chine is easy to use. • After the accident, she could no longer 
use her legs. ■ We use only organic fertilizers on our farm. • 

They make paper using traditional Japanese methods. ■ He 
used his time there well/wisely. ■ Don’t use that kind of lan¬ 
guage with me! [=don’t talk to me in that way] ■ Will you use 
[=hire. employ] a contractor or oversee the construction of 
the house yourself? ■ Which accountant/bank do you use? ■ 
Maybe if we use our heads [=think carefully], we can figure 
this out. — often followed by to + verb • Use this knife to cut 
the bread. ■ More and more people are using the Internet to 
find/get information. — often + for • She used the money for 
college. — often + as ■ We use that room as an office. ■ The 
word “place” can be used as a noun or verb. 

2 [+ obj] : to take (something) from a supply in order to 
function or to do a task ■ a new kind of light bulb that uses 
very little electricity ■ Did you use all the eggs? ■ Who used 
the last match? ■ The car uses a lot of gas. — often + up ■ Did 
you use up all the eggs? 

3 [+ obj] — used to say that something is needed or to ask if 
something is needed or wanted; usually used with can or 
could ■ Can you use this lamp? I don’t want it anymore. ■ The 
house could use [=it needs] a coat of paint. ■ You look like 
you could use some sleep. [=you look like you need to sleep; 
you look tired] ■ I sure could use some help. 

4 a [+ obj ]: to eat, drink, etc., (something) regularly ■ I don’t 
use [=(more commonly) take] sugar in my tea. ■ She stopped 
using alcohol/drugs a year ago. b [no obj] informal : to take 
illegal drugs regularly ■ How long has he been using ? 

5 [+ obj] a : to treat (someone) well in order to get some¬ 
thing for yourself ■ I realized that she was just using me (for 
my money), b : to treat (someone who is generous or help¬ 
ful) unfairly ■ I’d been driving them all over the place, and I 
was beginning to feel used. 

use up [phrasal verb] use up (something) or use (something) 
up : to take (all of something) from a supply • She quickly 
used up (all of) her inheritance. • Don’t shower too long 
and use up (all) the hot water. — see also 1 use 2 (above) 

- see also used, used to 
2 USe /'ju:s/ noun, pi us-es 

1 [noncount] a : the act of using something ■ The knife has 
become dull from constant use. [=from being used very often 
over a period of time] ■ Two players were suspended for ille- I I 
gal drug use. — often + of • The law requires the use of seat I® 
belts. [=the law requires people to wear seat belts] ■ We 
talked about the author’s use of irony in the novel, b : the 
state of being used ■ All of the computers are currently in 
use. [=are currently being used] ■ When did the word first 
come into use ? [=when was the word first used?] ■ Typewrit¬ 
ers have practically gone out of use. [^almost no people use 
typewriters anymore] 

2 a [count] : a way in which something is or can be used ■ 

This tool has many uses. [=you can do many things with this 
tool] ■ Doctors have found a new use for the drug. ■ Accord¬ 
ing to the dictionary, the word has two uses. ■ The technique 


used • usurer 
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has its uses [=the technique is useful in some ways], but bet¬ 
ter methods are available, b [singular] : a way to use some¬ 
thing or someone — usually + for ■ I thought you might be 
able to find a use for this lamp. [=1 thought that you might be 
able to use this lamp for some purpose] ■ Thanks for volun¬ 
teering. I’m sure we’ll be able to find a use for someone with 
your skills and experience. ■ Do you have a/any use for this 
old computer? 

3 [noncount] : the opportunity or right to use something ■ 
She gave me the use of her car [=she allowed me to use her 
car] while she was away. ■ The pool is for the use of hotel 
guests only. [=only hotel guests are allowed to swim in the 
pool] 

4 [ noncount ] — used to say that something or someone is or 
is not helpful or useful ■ It’s too small to be of use. ■ I don’t 
think that dreams are of much use in predicting the future. 
[=1 don’t think that dreams help people predict the future] ■ 
Go home and rest. You’re no use to us if you’re sick. [=you 
cannot help us if you’re sickj ■ He’s been of no use at all to 
me. [=he hasn’t helped me at all] ■ I felt that I could be of 
some use to her. [=that I could help her in some way] ■ 
There’s no use (in) worrying about the past. [=worrying 
about the past will not help, make anything better, etc.] ■ 
“You should talk to her.” "What’s the use ? [=talking to her 
will not help] She’s not going to change her mind.” ■ What’s 
the use of trying? It won’t help. 

5 [noncount] : the ability or power to use something — + of ■ 
He lost (the) use of his legs in a car accident. 

have no use for or not have any use for : to not like or 
value (someone or something) ■ I have no use for such rude 
people. ■ I’m a logical person. I have no use for sentimental¬ 
ity. 

it’s no use — used to say that something you have tried to 
do cannot be done ■ It’s no use —the door won’t open. ■ We 
tried our hardest, but it was no use. 
make use of : to use (something) ■ She made use of the 
money to pay for college. ■ He tried to make good/better 
use of his spare time. [=he tried to use it in a better and 
more productive way] 

put (something) to (good) use : to use (something) in an 
effective way ■ I’m looking forward to putting my new 
skills to use. [=to using my new skills; to doing what I have 
just learned to do] ■ Thanks for the donation. We’ll put it to 
good use. [=we’ll do something good with it] 
used /'ju:zd/ adj 

1 : having been used before ■ a used tissue ■ a much -used ex¬ 
cuse 

2 : having had a previous owner ■ She bought a used [sec¬ 
ondhand] car. ■ The books on this shelf are used. 

n used to /'juists/ adj : familiar with something so that it 
seems normal or usual * I’m not used to driving this car yet. ■ 
He is used to criticism. = He is used to being criticized. ■ The 
dog will need a few days to become used to its new home. ■ 
I’ve been out of school for so long that I’m not used to study¬ 
ing anymore. ■ She quickly got used to the warm weather. 

2 used to verb [modal verb\ — used to say that something ex¬ 
isted or repeatedly happened in the past but does not exist or 
happen now ■ We used to go out more often. [=in the past we 
went out more often] ■ He never used to smoke. [=he never 
smoked in the past] ■ My grandmother said winters used to 
be harder here. ■ (Brit, old-fashioned ) You used not to smoke, 
did you? 

usage Used to is usually used in the form use to when it oc¬ 
curs with did. ■ Did you use to work there? [=did you work 
there in the past?] ■ It didn’t use to be like that. ■ He didn’t 
use to smoke. 

USe-ful /'juisfsl/ adj [more most ~] : helping to do or 
achieve something ■ a useful invention/tool/skill ■ Does any¬ 
one have any useful suggestions/advice? • It can be useful to 
know CPR. ■ The Internet is useful for finding information 
quickly. ■ The therapy is useful as a treatment for diabetes. = 
The therapy is useful in treating diabetes. ■ She has become 
one of the team’s most useful players. ■ Why don’t you do 
something useful with your life? • The data could prove (to 
be) useful [=people may eventually find that the data is help¬ 
ful] in identifying future problems. ■ I found this information 
(to be) quite useful. ■ Her pocketknife came in useful 
[=(more commonly) came in handy] when we needed to cut 
the tangled fishing line. ■ I tried to make myself useful [=to 
be helpful; to do something helpful] by organizing his closet 
for him. ■ the useful life of a satellite [=the amount of time 


during which a satellite is in good enough condition to be 
used] 

— use-ful-ly adv ■ The lessons learned from that experience 
can be usefully applied to the current situation. ■ She kept 
herself usefully employed. — use-ful-ness noun [non¬ 
count] ■ He questioned the usefulness of such a device. 

use-less /'juislss/ adj [more most ~] : not at all useful 
: not doing or able to do what is needed ■ a dull, useless knife 
■ The tent is useless in wet conditions.: not producing or able 
to produce the effect you want ■ I made a useless attempt at 
fixing the leak. ■ It’s useless trying to change her mind. = It’s 
useless to try to change her mind. ■ Drugs are useless in treat¬ 
ing the condition. 

— use-less-ly adv ■ The ship’s sails flapped uselessly. — use- 
less-ness noun [noncount] 

U.S. English or US English noun [ noncount ] : Ameri¬ 
can ENGLISH 

US-er /'ju:zay noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person or thing that uses something • computer users • 
Please enter your user name. [=the name or word that you 
use to identify yourself when you want to use a computer 
program or the Internet] — see also graphical user in¬ 
terface 

2 : a person who frequently uses illegal drugs ■ I never knew 
she was a (drug) user. 

US-er—friend-ly /, juiza'frendli/ adj [more most ~] 
: easy to use or understand ■ user-friendly software 

— us-er-friend-li-ness noun [noncount] 

1 USh-er /'Aja/ noun, pi -ers [count]: a person who leads peo¬ 
ple to their seats in a theater, at a wedding, etc. 

2 usher verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition -ers; 
-ered; -er-ing [+ obj] : to lead (someone) to a place ■ He 
ushered them to their seats. ■ A nurse ushered us into the hos¬ 
pital room. 

usher in [phrasal verb] usher in (something) also usher 
(something) in 1 : to happen at the beginning of (some¬ 
thing, such as a period of activity) and usually to help 
cause it ■ The book ushered in a new era of environmental 
consciousness. ■ a discovery that ushered in a period of 
change [=that marked the beginning of a period of change] 
2 : to celebrate the beginning of (something) ■ a celebra¬ 
tion to usher in the New Year 

USMC abbr United States Marine Corps 

uso abbr United Service Organizations ^ The USO is a pri¬ 
vate organization that provides entertainment, social events, 
etc., for members of the US. military in countries around 
the world. 

USPS abbr United States Post Office 

uss abbr United States ship — used in the names of U.S. na¬ 
val vessels ■ (the) USS Constitution 

U.S.S.R . abbr Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
1 USU-al /'ju:33W3l/ adj [more most ~] : done, found, or 
used most of the time or in most cases : normal or regular ■ 
She charges less than the usual fee. ■ He took his usual route 
to work. ■ the usual method for preparing chili ■ my usual ac¬ 
tivities ■ We’ve been working more than (is) usual. ■ She is 
not my usual doctor. ■ It’s usual to charge a fee for delivery. • 
It’s not usual for him to get home so late. 
as usual : in the way that happens or exists most of the time 
or in most cases ■ We joked and laughed as usual. ■ The 
wait was twice as long as usual. • I was very tired at the end 
of the day, as usual. — sometimes used with per ■ He com¬ 
plained endlessly, as per usual. [=as he usually does] 
be your usual self : to behave in the way you usually do ■ Is 
anything wrong? You’re not your usual self today. 
business as usual see business 
the usual suspects see 2 suspect 
2 USUal noun 

the usual informal 1 : what happens or is done most of the 
time * “What have you been doing lately?” “Oh, you know. 
The usual." [=the things I usually do] 2 : what someone 
chooses to eat or drink most of the time — used especially 
in restaurants, bars, etc. • “What’ll it be, Joe?” “I’ll have the 
usual , please.” 

USU-al-ly /'ju:33W3li/ adv — used to describe what happens 
or exists most of the time or in most cases ■ It’s usually hotter 
than this in June. ■ The trip usually takes an hour. ■ I usually 
don’t work on Saturdays. ■ Usually, there are no problems. ■ 
the way things are usually done 

USU-rer /'ju^ar zrj noun, pi -ers [count] formal + disapprov¬ 
ing : a person who lends money and requires the borrower 
to pay a high amount of interest 
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usurp /ju'sap, Brit ju'za.p/ verb usurps; usurp-ing; 
usurped [+ obj] formal: to take and keep (something, such 
as power) in a forceful or violent way and especially without 
the right to do so ■ Some people have accused city council 
members of trying to usurp the mayor's power. ■ attempting 
to usurp the throne — sometimes used figuratively ■ Have we 
allowed their lies to usurp the truth? 

— usur*pa*tion /Juis^'pei/an, Brit ,ju:z3:'peij3n/ noun 
[noncount] ■ the usurpation of power/authority — usurp¬ 
er /ju'sa-pfr, Brit ju'zarps/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

USU-ry /'ju:33ri/ noun [noncount] formal + disapproving : the 
practice of lending money and requiring the borrower to pay 
a high amount of interest 

— usu-ri-ous /ju'3»rij3s/ adj ■ usurious interest rates 
UT abbr Utah 

Utervsil /ju'tensal/ noun, pi -sils [count] : a simple and use¬ 
ful device that is used for doing tasks in a person’s home and 
especially in the kitchen ■ cooking/kitchen utensils 
synonyms see Implement 

uter-us /'juitaras /noun,pi uteri /'ju:t3,rai/ also uter-us*es 
[count] medical : the organ in women and some female ani¬ 
mals in which babies develop before birth — called also 
womb 

— uter-ine /'ju:t3,rajn, 'juitaran/ adj ■ the uterine lining ■ 
uterine cancer 

Util-i'taM-an /ji^titoHerijan/ adj 

1 : made to be useful rather than to be decorative or com¬ 
fortable ■ utilitarian fumiture/objects 

2 philosophy : of or relating to utilitarianism ■ a utilitarian 
argument/view _ 

UtiM*tar-i*an*ism /ju^ib'terija.mzam/ noun [noncount] 
philosophy : the belief that a morally good action is one that 
helps the greatest number of people 
1 Util*i*ty /ju'tibti/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] formal : the quality or state of being useful ■ 
Some experts question the utility [= usefulness] of the proce¬ 
dure. ■ a plan without much practical/economic utility 

2 [count] a : a service (such as a supply of electricity or wa¬ 
ter) that is provided to the public — usually plural ■ Many of 
these people are in danger of having their utilities shut off for 
nonpayment. [=of no longer getting electricity, water, etc., in 
their homes because they have not paid their bills] b : a 
company that provides electricity, water, etc.: public util¬ 
ity ■ Notify the utility if there’s an outage. — often used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ utility companies/industries 

3 [count] computers : a computer program that does a specif¬ 
ic task ■ an antivirus utility [=a computer program that pre¬ 
vents/removes viruses] ■ a utility program 

2 Utility adj, always used before a noun 

1 : designed for general use • a utility bag ■ a utility tool/ 
truck — see also sport-utility vehicle 

2 sports : able to be used in several different positions or 
roles ■ a utility infielder/player 

3 : made to be useful rather than decorative ■ utility shelves 
Utility knife noun , pi ~ knives [count] : a knife designed 

for general use ■ a chefs utility knife’, especially : a cutting 
tool with a blade that can be pushed completely back into its 
handle — see picture at carpentry 
Utility pole noun, pi ~ poles [count] : a tall wooden pole 
that is used to support telephone wires, electrical wires, etc. 
Utility room noun, pi ~ rooms [count] : a room in a home 
where equipment (such as furnaces and water heaters) or 
large appliances (such as washing machines) are kept 
Utilize also Brit uti-lise /'ju:t3,laiz/ verb -liz*es; -lized; 
-liz-ing [+ obj]formal : to use (something) for a particular 
purpose ■ The company will utilize [-make use of, use] avail¬ 


able tax incentives to convert the factory to solar power. ■ 
Many of the library’s resources are not utilized by townspeo¬ 
ple. 

— uti-li-za-tion also Brit uti*li-sa-tion /.juitab'zeijbn/ 
noun [noncount] ■ the utilization of tax incentives 

1 Ut-mOSt /'At.moust/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : greatest or highest in degree, number, or amount ■ This is 
a matter of the utmost importance/urgency. [=this is an ex¬ 
tremely important/urgent matter] ■ I have the utmost [= great¬ 
est ] respect for the teachers here. 

2 formal: farthest or most distant ■ the utmost limit 

2 Utmost noun [singular] : the highest point or degree that can 
be reached ■ This new system represents the utmost in mod¬ 
em technology. ■ It’s designed to provide the utmost in com¬ 
fort. ■ We did our utmost to help. [=we did all that we could 
do to help] ■ We had to push ourselves fo the utmost to finish 
the job in time. a t 

utopia or utopia /ju'toupija/ noun, pi -pias : an imagi¬ 
nary place in which the government, laws, and social condi¬ 
tions are perfect [count] The town’s founders wanted to cre¬ 
ate a Christian utopia. [ noncount ] It’s a nice place to live, 
but it’s no Utopia. 

— utopban /ju'toupijan/ adj [more most ~] ■ a utopian 
community/vision — uto-pi»an»ism /ju'toupija.mzarn/ 
noun [noncount] 

1 Ut-ter /'Ate/ adj, always used before a noun : complete and to¬ 
tal ■ It’s hard to believe that we were utter strangers just a few 
days ago. ■ The situation descended into utter chaos. ■ The 
children displayed an utter lack of interest in the perfor¬ 
mance. ■ The movie was utter garbage. ■ That argument is ut¬ 
ter nonsense. ■ The wedding was a complete and utter ^abso¬ 
lute, total] disaster. 

— ut«ter-ly adv • I was utterly convinced that she was wrong. 

■ The two cities are utterly different. 

2 utter verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make (a particular sound) • She uttered a cry of plea¬ 
sure/pain. 

2 : to say (something) ■ He can hardly utter a sentence with¬ 
out swearing. ■ Don’t utter a word [=say anything] about this 
to anyone. 

Ut*ter*ance /'Atarans/ noun, pi -anc*es formal 

1 [count] : something that a person says ■ a politician’s care¬ 
fully crafted public utterances ■ She hung on his every utter¬ 
ance. [=she paid careful attention to everything he said] 

2 [noncount] : the act of saying something ■ give utterance to 
an idea ■ the ideas conveyed in the utterance of a simple sen¬ 
tence : the act of being said ■ a word that by its very utter¬ 
ance tends to elicit strong emotion 

Ut*ter*most /'Ata^moust/ adj, literary : ‘utmost 1 ■ a mat¬ 
ter of the uttermost importance 

— uttermost noun [singular] 

U-turn fjuittzm/ noun, /?/-turns [count] 

1 : a turn that you make while driving a car, walking, etc., 
that causes you to begin going in the opposite direction : a 
180-degree turn ■ The driver made/did a quick U-turn and 
headed back north. ■ It’s illegal to make a U-turn at this inter¬ 
section. 

2 informal: a complete change of ideas, plans, etc. ■ She did/ 
made a U-turn when she found out how much the renovation 
would cost. 

UU abbr Unitarian Universalist 
uv abbr ultraviolet 

UVU*la /'ju.vjab/ noun, pi -las or -lae /-,li:/ [count] medical 
: a small, soft piece of flesh that hangs down from the back 
part of the roof of your mouth 


V 


1 V or V /‘vi:/ noun, pi v’s or V’s /'vi:z/ 

1 : the 22nd letter of the English alphabet [count] The word 
“vest” starts with a v. [noncount] The word “vest” starts with 
v. 

2 [count] : the Roman numeral that means five ■ XXV [=25] 

3 [count] : something shaped like a V ■ The birds flew in a V. 


2 V abbr 1 or v. versus — used between two names that are op¬ 
posed in a contest or court case ■ Brown v. Board of Educa¬ 
tion 2 Brit, informal very ■ was v pleased 3 V volt ■ a 60 V 
bulb 4 V volume 

VA abbr 1 Veterans Administration 2 Veterans Affairs ■ a 
VA hospital 3 Virginia 
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vac /'vaek/ noun, pi vacs [count] Brit, informal: a time when 
a university is closed : vacation ■ the summer vac 
va*can*cy /'veikansi/ noun, pi -cies [count] 

1 formal : a job or position that is available to be taken ■ 
School administrators are tiying to fill vacancies before the 
beginning of the school year. 

2 : a room in a hotel, motel, etc., that is available for use ■ 
There were no vacancies at the hotel. 

va*cant /'veikant/ adj 

1 : not filled, used, or lived in ■ These lockers/seats are all va¬ 
cant. • There were no vacant apartments in the building. 
[=there were no empty apartments available to be rented] ■ 
The children played in the vacant lot [=a piece of land that is 
not being used] between the two buildings. 

2 formal, of a job or position : not occupied by a person 
: available to be taken by someone ■ The seat/post/position 
was left vacant when the secretary resigned. ■ The position 
will become vacant next year. = (Brit) The position will fall 
vacant next year. ■ (Brit) I found my job through the situa¬ 
tions vacant [=(US) help wanted] section of the newspaper. 

3 : showing no indication of what someone is thinking, feel¬ 
ing, etc. ■ He had a vacant expression on his face. ■ a vacant 
stare/smile/look 

— va-cant-ly adv • She stared vacantly out the window, 
vacant possession noun [noncount] Brit — used to de¬ 
scribe a situation in which property (such as a house) is va¬ 
cant when it is sold so that the new owner can move in im¬ 
mediately ■ property sold with vacant possession 

va-cate /'vei.keit/ verb -cates; -cat-ed; -cat-ing [+ obj] 

1 formal: to leave (a job or position) * She refused to vacate 
her post even under increased pressure. ■ The election will 
fill the congressional seat vacated by the retiring senator. 

2 : to leave (a seat, hotel room, etc.) ■ The police told every¬ 
one to vacate the premises. ■ Students must vacate their 
rooms at the end of the semester. 

3 US, law : to say officially that (a legal judgment) is no long¬ 
er valid ■ The court vacated the conviction. 

1 va«ca*tion /vei'keijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 US : a period of time that a person spends away from 
home, school, or business usually in order to relax or travel 
[count] We had a restful vacation [=(Brit) holiday] at the 
beach. ■ Family vacations were a high point in my childhood. 
[noncount] — often used in the phrase on vacation • I’ll be on 
vacation [=(Brit) on holiday] next week. ■ They’re on vacation 
in Rome. — often used before another noun ■ We had to 
cancel our vacation plans. ■ a popular vacation spot [=a place 
where many people like to travel] ■ His parents have a beau¬ 
tiful vacation home [=a house that someone lives in during 
vacations] by the lake. 

2 [noncount] chiefly US : the number of days or hours per 
year for which an employer agrees to pay workers while they 
are not working * When are you taking vacation this year? ■ 
All employees are given three weeks vacation. [=they will be 
paid for 15 days that they do not work per year] • Employees 
are entitled to 120 hours of paid vacation. • I don’t have any 
vacation days left. 

3 [count] a US : a time when schools, colleges, and univer¬ 
sities are closed ■ winter/spring/summer vacation ■ We have a 
one-week vacation in February. ■ The university will be 
closed for Christmas/Easter vacation, b Brit : a time when 
universities and courts of law are closed ■ She spent most of 
her long vacations [=summer vacations] at her parents’ 
house. 

2 vacation verb -tions; -tioned; -tion-ing [no obj\ US : to 
go somewhere during a vacation • He met her while he was 
vacationing [=(Brit) holidaying] abroad in Italy. 
va*ca*tion*er /vei'keijsna/ noun, pi -ers [count] US : a 
person who takes a vacation somewhere : a person who is on 
vacation ■ summer vacationers — called also (Brit) holiday¬ 
maker 

vac*ci*nate /'vaeks3,neit/ verb -nates; -nat-ed; -nat-ing 

[+ obj] medical : to give (a person or an animal) a vaccine to 
prevent infection by a disease ■ We vaccinate all the animals 
that come to our shelter. — often + against ■ Children must 
be vaccinated against measles before attending school. 

— vac-ci-na-tion /.vzeksa'nei/an/ noun, pi -tions [count] 
vaccinations against/for smallpox • an oral vaccination 
[noncount] What are the side effects of vaccination ? 

vac-cine /vaek'siin/ noun, pi -cines medical : a substance 
that is usually injected into a person or animal to protect 
against a particular disease [count] the polio vaccine ■ oral 
vaccines [noncount] a dose of vaccine 


vac-iMate /'vaesa.leit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -lat-ing [no obj] 
formal: to repeatedly change your opinions or desires • She 
has vacillated on this issue. — often + between • He vacillates 
between seeking attention from the public and avoiding the 
media altogether. 

— vac-iMa-tion /.vaesa'leijan/ noun, pi -tions [count, non¬ 
count] 

va-CU-i-ty /vae'kjuiwati/ noun [noncount] formal : the state 
of lacking any real meaning, importance, or intelligence ■ We 
tired of the vacuity of their conversation. ■ intellectual/moral 
vacuity [= emptiness ] 

vaC-U-OUS /'vaekjawas/ adj [more most ~ ] formal : hav¬ 
ing or showing a lack of intelligence or serious thought 
: lacking meaning, importance, or substance * a dull and vac¬ 
uous movie ■ vacuous comments/remarks ■ He had a vacuous 
expression on his face. 

— vac-U-OUS-ly adv ■ He smiled vacuously for the camera. 
— vac-u-ous-ness noun [noncount] 

1 vaC-U-um /'vae,kju:m/ noun, pi vac*u*ums [count] 

1 : an empty space in which there is no air or other gas ■ the 
vacuum of outer space : a space from which all or most of 
the air has been removed ■ A pump was used to create a vac¬ 
uum inside the bottle. ■ a vacuum chamber 

2 : VACUUM CLEANER 

3 : a situation created when an important person or thing 
has gone and has not been replaced — usually singular ■ Her 
death has caused/created/left a vacuum [=void] in our lives. ■ 
A new leader is needed to fill the vacuum left by his retire¬ 
ment. 

in a vacuum : separated from outside events or influences ■ 
The group was operating in a vacuum, cut off from the rest 
of the world. ■ The city’s riots did not happen in a vacuum. 
[=they were affected or caused by other events or influenc¬ 
es] 

2 vacuum verb vacuums; vac*u.umed; vac-u-uming : to 

clean (something) with a vacuum cleaner [+ obj] I vacuumed 
[=(Brit) hoovered] the living room. — often + up ■ Vacuum up 
the crumbs on the couch, [no obj] I just finished vacuuming. 
vacuum cleaner noun, pi ~ -ers [count] 

: an electrical machine that cleans floors, 
rugs, etc., by sucking up dirt, dust, etc. 
vacuum flask noun, pi ~ flasks [count] 

Brit : thermos 

vacuum—packed adj : packaged in a con¬ 
tainer that has had most of the air removed • 
vacuum-packed meals/coffee 
vacuum tube noun, pi ~ tubes [count] US 
: a glass tube that was used in the past in 
computers, televisions, etc., to control the 
flow of electricity — called also (Brit) valve 
vag-a-bond /'vaeg3,ba:nd/ noun, pi -bonds 
[count] old-fashioned + literary : a person who 
travels from place to place and does not have 
a home or much money ■ a solitary vagabond 
va-ga-ries /'veigariz/ noun [plural] formal 
: changes that are difficult to predict or control — usually + 
of • Our plans are subject to the vagaries of the weather. ■ the 
vagaries of the heart 

va-gi-na /va'cfeaina/ noun, pi -nas [count] : the passage in a 
woman’s or female animal’s body that leads from the uterus 
to the outside of the body 

— vag-i-nal /'vaecfeanl/ adj • vaginal intercourse 
va-grant /'veigrant I noun, pi -grants [count] : a person who 

has no place to live and no job and who asks people for mon¬ 
ey ■ a part of the city that attracts many vagrants 

— va-gran-cy /'veigransi/ noun [noncount] ■ Authorities are 
trying to address the problem of vagrancy in the city. ■ He 
was arrested and charged with vagrancy. 

vague /'veig/ adj vagu-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 a : not clear in meaning : stated in a way that is general 
and not specific ■ The instructions she left were vague and 
difficult to follow. ■ He gave only a vague answer. • The judg¬ 
es determined that the law was too vague to be fairly en¬ 
forced. b : not thinking or expressing your thoughts clearly 
or precisely ■ She has been vague about her plans for college. 

■ When I asked him what they talked about, he was rather 
vague. [=he did not tell me exactly what they talked about] 

2 a : not completely formed or developed ■ vague memories/ 
recollections • We had only a vague idea/notion of where we 
were. ■ I think I have a vague understanding of how it works. 

■ He bore a vague resemblance to the famous actor. [=he 
looked a little like the famous actor] b : not able to be de¬ 
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scribed clearly : not clearly or strongly felt ■ He longed in 
some vague way for something different. • She felt a vague 
sense of uneasiness when she was around him. • I had the 
vague impression that they were withholding information. 
synonyms see ‘obscure 

3 : not able to be seen clearly ■ vague [-indistinct] figures in 
the distance • We could just barely make out the vague out¬ 
line of a plane in the sky. 
vaguely /'veigli/ adv [more most ~] 

1 : somewhat or slightly ■ There was something vaguely [=a 
little ] disturbing about the whole incident. ■ The landscape 
looked vaguely familiar. "He vaguely resembles a guy I knew 
in college. ■ We were vaguely aware of what was going on 
outside. 

2 : in a way that is not clearly stated or expressed ■ vaguely 
defined concepts ■ They talked vaguely about the need for re¬ 
form. 

3 : in a way which shows that you are not paying attention ■ 
She only nodded vaguely in reply to my question. 

— vague*ness noun [ noncount] 
vain /'vem/ adj vain-er; -est 

1 [also more most ~] : too proud of your own appear¬ 
ance, abilities, achievements, etc. : conceited ■ She is very 
vain about her appearance. ■ He is the vainest man I know. 

2 : having no success : not producing a desired result ■ They 
made a vain [=unsuccessful ] attempt to escape. • A vain effort 
to quell the public’s fears only made matters worse. ■ Volun¬ 
teers searched the area in the vain hope of finding clues. 

in vain : without success : without producing a good or de¬ 
sired result ■ We searched in vain for the missing earring. 
[=we searched for the missing earring but did not find it] ■ 
He tried in vain to get the baby to sleep. ■ Her suffering will 
not be in vain, [^something good will happen because of 
her suffering] 

take someone’s name in vain : to use (a name, especially 
the name of God) in a way that does not show proper re¬ 
spect ■ He took God’s name in vain. ■ ( humorous ) I thought I 
heard someone taking my name in vain. [=saying my name] 

— vaindy adv ■ We tried vainly to get a taxi. ■ Volunteers 
vainly searched for clues. 

vain*glo*ri*OUS /,vem'glorij3s/ adj [more most ~] liter¬ 
ary : having or showing too much pride in your abilities or 
achievements ■ a vainglorious celebrity ■ vainglorious words 

— vain-glo-ry /'ven^glori/ noun [noncount] 
variance /'varans/ noun, pi -lanc-es [count] 

1 chiefly US : a short piece of cloth or a wooden or metal 
frame that is placed across the top of a window for decora¬ 
tion — called also ( Brit ) pelmet, see picture at window 

2 : a piece of material that hangs loosely from the frame of a 
bed or along a table or shelf for decoration 

vale /'veil/ noun, pi vales [count] literary : valley ■ hills and 
vales 

val*e*diC'tion ^vaela'dik/an/ noun, pi -tions [count] for¬ 
mal : valedictory 

val*e*dic*tO a ri*an ^vaelajdik'torijan/ noun, pi -ans [count] 
US : the student who has the highest grades in a graduating 
class and who gives a speech at graduation ceremonies ■ She 
was the valedictorian of her class in 1985. — compare SALU- 
TATORIAN 

val*e*dic*to*ry /^aela'diktari/ noun,pi -ries [count] formal 
: a speech that expresses good wishes for someone who is 
leaving : the act of saying goodbye in a formal way ■ He re¬ 
ceived a very warm valedictory for his long career. — often 
used before another noun ■ a valedictory address/speech 
vadence /‘veilans/ also va*len*cy /'veilansi/ noun, pi va- 
lenc-es also va-lenc-ies [count] chemistry : the amount of 
power of an atom which is determined by the number of 
electrons the atom will lose, gain, or share when it forms 
compounds 

val*en*tine /'vaelanitain/ noun, pi -tines [count] 

1 : a card or gift that you give usually to someone you love 
on Valentine’s Day 

2 : a person you give a valentine to ■ Won’t you be my Valen¬ 
tine? 

Valentine’s Day noun [singular]: February 14 observed as 
a time for sending valentines — called also Saint Valentine’s 
Day 

1 vadet /'vae,lei/ noun, pi -lets [count] 

1 US : a person who parks cars for guests at a hotel, restau¬ 
rant, etc. — see also valet parking 

2 : a man’s personal male servant 


3 Brit: someone who cleans the clothes of guests staying in a 
hotel 

2 valet verb -lets; -leted; detdng [+ obj ] Brit : to clean (a per¬ 
son’s car) very well ■ I had my car valeted. [=(US) detailed] ■ 
She runs her own valeting business. 

— valeting noun [noncount] 

valet parking noun [noncount] US : a service in which 
guests at a hotel, restaurant, etc., can have their cars parked 
by an employee — called also valet service 
valdant /'vasljant/ acjj [more most ~] somewhat formal 
: having or showing courage : very brave or courageous ■ a 
valiant soldier ■ She died last year after a valiant battle with 
cancer. ■ Despite their valiant efforts, they lost the game. ■ 
She made a valiant attempt to fix the problem. 

— valdantdy adv ■ They fought valiantly. 
valdd /'vael 3d/ adj 

1 [more most ~] : fair or reasonable ■ a valid argument ■ 
valid concerns ■ There is no valid reason to proceed with the 
change. ■ Her objections/conclusions were completely valid. 
■ You make a valid point. 

2 : acceptable according to the law ■ a valid contract/license/ 
deed/title ■ You must present valid identification. ■ Their 
marriage is not legally valid. ■ The agreement is no longer 
valid under international law. • My passport is still valid. [=it 
has not expired yet] — opposite invalid 

— valdddy adv 

vald-date /'v£ela,deit/ verb -dates; -dat-ed; -datdng [+ 

obj] 

1 : to make (something) valid: such as a : to state or show 
that something is legal or official ■ The court validated the 
contract. ■ A judge still needs to validate the election, b : to 
put a mark on (something) to show that it has been checked 
and is official or accepted ■ Customs officers validated our 
passports. ■ They validated our parking ticket as soon as we 
arrived. [=they stamped the ticket so that we would not have 
to pay for parking] 

2 : to show that something is real or correct ■ The claims 
cannot yet be validated. [=confirmed] ■ experiments that are 
designed to validate [=prove] a hypothesis 

3 : to show that someone’s feelings, opinions, etc., are fair 
and reasonable ■ The decline in sales only validated our con¬ 
cerns. — opposite invalidate 

— val-i-da-tion /ivaela'deijan/ noun [noncount] ■ Further 
validation is needed before the findings are published. ■ the 
validation of our concerns ■ The restaurant provides park¬ 
ing validation. 

va*lid*i*ty /va'lidati/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the state of being acceptable according to the law : the 
state of being valid ■ The validity of the contract/document is 
being questioned. 

2 : the quality of being real or correct ■ Scientists questioned 
the validity of the findings. 

vadise /va'liis/ noun, pi -lis»es [count] old-fashioned : a 
small suitcase 

Val*111111 /'vaelijam/ trademark — used for a drug that helps 
to reduce anxiety and stress 
vaMey /'va 2 li/ noun, pi -leys [count] 

1 : an area of low land between hills or mountains ■ the 
Shenandoah (River) Valley — see color picture on page C7; 
see also rift valley 

2 : a low period, point, or level ■ There are peaks and valleys 
[=high and low periods] in electricity usage throughout the 
year. 

Valley girl or Valley Girl noun, pi ~ girls or Girls [count] 
US : a teenage girl from a wealthy family in southern Cali¬ 
fornia who speaks in a unique kind of slang and who cares 
about social status, personal appearance, shopping, etc., 
rather than about serious things ■ He said I talk like a Valley 
girl. And I said, “Like, whatever!” 
val*or (US) or Brit val*our /'vaela 1 / noun [noncount] literary 
: courage or bravery ■ The soldiers received the nation’s 
highest award for valor. • a woman of valor 
discretion is the better part of valor see discretion 

— val-or-ous /'vaslaras/ adj [more most ~] ■ valorous 
deeds 

val*U*able /'vaeljabal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : worth a lot of money ■ valuable antiques/artwork ■ The 
watch is extremely valuable. 

2 : very useful or helpful ■ A lot of valuable advice/informa¬ 
tion can be found in this book. • I learned a valuable lesson. ■ 
He made many valuable contributions to the field of science. 
• The volunteers provide a valuable service to the communi- 
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ty. ■ She is a valuable member of the staff. ■ He was named 
the league’s most valuable player. [=the player who contrib¬ 
utes the most to his team’s success] 

3 : important and limited in amount ■ Clean air is a valuable 
natural resource that needs to be protected. • Please don't 
waste my time. My time is very valuable. 

4 : important to someone in a personal way ■ valuable 
friendships ■ Her love and support are extremely valuable to 
me. 

val'U-ables /'v£eIjabalz/ noun \plural] : small things that 
you own (such as items of jewelry, watches, etc.) that are 
worth a lot of money ■ You should not leave your valuables 
lying in your car where they can be seen by thieves. 
val-U-a-tion ^vselja'weijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : the act or process of making a judgment about the price 
or value of something [noncount] methods/standards of 
property valuation [count] The total included a valuation of 
the company’s assets. 

2 [count] : the estimated value of something ■ The company 
was acquired at a high valuation. ■ Home valuations are at an 
all-time high. 

1 val»ue /'vselju/ noun, pi val*ues 

1 : the amount of money that something is worth : the price 
or cost of something [noncount] The company’s stock con¬ 
tinues to decline/decrease/drop in value. • Real estate prices 
have doubled in value over the last decade. ■ The difference 
in value between the two currencies is not significant. ■ You 
may exchange the item for something of equal value. • We 
sold the home for less than its full value. • The reproductions 
of the paintings have little or no value. [=they are worth little 
or no money] ■ These antiques will acquire more value [=they 
will become more valuable/expensive] over time, [count] an 
increase in the value of the dollar ■ The home has a value of 
$1,000,000. ■ Property values tend to rise as interest rates fall. 

— see also book value, market value 

2 : something that can be bought for a low or fair price 
[count] The store advertises great values. • They recommend 
the car as a good value (for the/your money), [noncount] 
(Brit) The new store offers value for money. [=you can buy a 
lot with your money at the store] 

3 a : usefulness or importance [noncount] No one can deny 
the value of a good education. ■ The broccoli adds color and 
nutritional value to the dish. ■ The program’s educational 
value was questioned. • a document of great historical value 
[count] A lot of teenagers place a high value on being popu¬ 
lar. [=they believe that being popular is very important] b 
[noncount] : importance or interest of a particular kind ■ 
Few sports have greater entertainment value [=few sports are 
more entertaining] than figure skating. • He uses offensive 
language for (its) shock value. [=in order to shock people] ■ 
The picture has sentimental value for me. [=it reminds me of 
happy times in the past] 

4 [count] : a strongly held belief about what is valuable, im¬ 
portant, or acceptable — usually plural ■ cultural/moral/re¬ 
ligious values ■ traditional/conservative/liberal values • Her 
values were very different from mine. ■ America was found¬ 
ed on the values of freedom and justice for all. 

5 [count] mathematics : a mathematical quantity that is rep¬ 
resented by a letter • If x + 3 = 5, what is the value of x? 

of value 1 : having value : worth a lot of money ■ The bur¬ 
glars stole everything of value in my apartment. ■ We lost a 
few possessions, but nothing of (real) value. 2 : useful or 
important ■ They didn’t have anything of value to say. 
[=what they were saying wasn’t very important] 

— see also face value 

2 value verb values; val-ued; valu-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make a judgment about the amount of money that 
something is worth — usually + at ■ The agent/appraiser val¬ 
ued the estate at $3.4 million. — usually used as (be) valued • 
The necklace was valued at $250. 

2 : to think that (someone or something) is important or 
useful ■ She values the time she spends with her family. ■ He 
values her advice/opinions. ■ The items/objects are highly 
valued by collectors. ■ The herbs are valued for their medici¬ 
nal properties, synonyms see appreciate 

— valued adj [more most ~] • She’s a valued [=valuable] 
member of the staff. • We wish to thank our valued cus¬ 
tomers. 

value-added tax noun [noncount] : a tax that is added to 
products at each stage of their production — called also VA T 
value judgment noun, pi ~ -merits [count] : a personal 
opinion about how good or bad someone or something is ■ I 


am not making value judgments , 1 am simply presenting the 
facts. 

val-ue*less /'vseljulss/ adj, formal 

1 : worth no money or very little money ■ a valueless 
[= worthless ] piece of land 

2 : not useful or important ■ No one’s life is valueless. 
[=worthless] 

valve /'vselv/ noun, pi valves [count] 

1 : a mechanical device that controls the flow of liquid, gas, 
etc., by opening and closing ■ They turned off the main water 
valve to the house. — see picture at plumbing; see also 

SAFETY VALVE 

2 : a device in some musical instruments (such as trumpets) 
that you press to play different notes — see picture at brass 

INSTRUMENT 

3 medical: a structure in the heart, stomach, etc., that tem¬ 
porarily stops the flow of fluid or that allows fluid to move in 
one direction only ■ a heart valve 

4 Brit : vacuum tube 

vamp /’vsmp/ noun, pi vamps [count] old-fashioned : a 
woman who uses her sexual charm to make men do what 
she wants 

vanvpire /'v£em,paj&/ noun, pi -pires [count] in stories : a 
dead person who leaves the grave at night to bite and suck 
the blood of living people 

vampire bat noun, pi ~ bats [count] : a bat from Central 
and South America that sucks the blood of people and ani¬ 
mals 

van /'vsen/ noun, pi vans [count] 

1 : a vehicle that is used for transporting goods and that is 
closed in on all sides • a delivery van — see also moving 
van 

2 US : a vehicle that is larger than a car, that is shaped like a 
box, that has doors and windows at the back and sides, and 
that is used for transporting people or things — see also 

MINIVAN 

3 Brit : a railroad car for carrying goods or baggage — see 
also GUARD’S VAN 

van-dal /'vsendj/ noun, pi -dais [count] : a person who de¬ 
liberately destroys or damages property : a person who van¬ 
dalizes something ■ Vandals defaced the school’s walls, 
van-dal-ism /'vsendajizam/ noun [noncount] : the act of 
deliberately destroying or damaging property ■ acts of theft 
and vandalism ■ He was arrested for vandalism. 
van-dal-ize also Brit van-dal-ise /'vsendadaiz/ verb -iz-es; 
-ized; -iz«ing [+ obj] : to deliberately destroy or damage 
(property) ■ Our car was vandalized in the parking lot. 
vane /'vem/ noun, pi vanes [count] 

1 : weather vane 

2 : a thin, flat or curved object that is attached to a wheel 
and that moves when air or water pushes it ■ the vanes of a 
windmill — see picture at windmill 

van*guard /■v£en,gaa , d/ noun, pi -guards 

1 [count] : the group of people who are the leaders of an ac¬ 
tion or movement in society, politics, art, etc. — usually sin¬ 
gular ■ a member of the feminist vanguard • They are at the 
vanguard of a revolution in medical research. [=they are 
leading a revolution in medical research] ■ She was in the 
vanguard of the feminist movement in the early seventies. 

2 the vanguard : the soldiers, ships, etc., that are at the 
front of a fighting force that is moving forward 

1 va*nil*la /va'nila/ noun [noncount]: a dark substance that is 
made from the beans of a tropical plant and that is used to 
flavor food ■ The frosting is flavored with vanilla. • vanilla 
flavoring/extract ■ (chiefly US) vanilla beans = (Brit) vanilla 
pods 

2 vanilla adj 

1 : having the flavor of vanilla ■ vanilla ice cream 

2 chiefly US, informal : not having any special features or 
qualities : plain-vanilla ■ The decor is pretty vanilla. 

varnish /'vsm H verb -ish*es; -ished; -ish-ing [no obj] 

1 : to disappear entirely without a clear explanation ■ My 
keys mysteriously vanished. • The missing girl vanished with¬ 
out a trace a year ago. ■ The papers seem to have vanished 
into thin air. 

2 : to stop existing ■ Dinosaurs vanished from the face of the 
earth millions of years ago. ■ The practice has all but van¬ 
ished. [=the practice is very rare now] 

vanishing act noun [singular] informal : an occurrence in 
which someone or something suddenly goes away or disap¬ 
pears • He pulled a vanishing act [=he disappeared] when the 
check for the meal arrived. 
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van-ish-ing-ly /'vsenifirjli/ adv — used to say that some- 
thing is so small that it almost does not exist at all ■ The dif¬ 
ference is vanishingly small. [=there is almost no difference] 
vanishing point noun, pi ~ points [count] : a point 
where parallel lines appear to meet in the distance 
van«i-ty /'vaenati/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : the quality of people who have too much 
pride in their own appearance, abilities, achievements, etc. 
: the quality of being vain ■ The handsome actor’s vanity was 
well-known. ■ She described her accomplishments without 
exaggeration or vanity . ■ personal vanity 

2 [count] : something (such as a belief or a way of behaving) 
which shows that you have too much pride in yourself, your 
social status, etc. — usually plural ■ the vanities of the 
wealthy and powerful 

3 [count] US a : dressing table b : a bathroom cabinet 
that is covered by a sink and a countertop 

4 [noncount] formal + literary : the quality of being worthless 
or unimportant when compared to very serious things • the 
vanity of human labors/wishes 

vanity plate noun, pi ~ plates [count] US : a license plate 
that has letters or numbers chosen by the owner of the vehi¬ 
cle 

van-quish /'vaerjkwiJV verb -quish-es; -quished; 
-quish-ing [+ obj] literary : to defeat (someone) completely 
in a war, battle, etc. ■ They were vanquished in battle. ■ van¬ 
quished enemies/foes — sometimes used figuratively ■ She 
sought to vanquish her desires. 

vantage point /'vaenticfc-/ noun, pi —■ points [count] : a 
position from which something is viewed or considered ■ You 
can see the whole valley from this vantage point. • From our 
vantage point in the 21st century, it is difficult to imagine life 
without computers. 

vap-id /‘vaepad/ adj [more most ~] formal : not lively or 
interesting : dull or boring ■ a song with vapid lyrics 

— va*pid'i*ty /vae'pidati/ noun [noncount] ■ the vapidity of 
her writing — vap*id-ly adv ■ vapidly sentimental 

va*por (US) or Brit va*pour /'veipa 1 / noun, pi -pors [count, 
noncount] : a substance that is in the form of a gas or that 
consists of very small drops or particles mixed with the air ■ 
water vapor 

va*por-ize also Brit va*por*ise /'veipa,raiz/ verb -iz-es; 
-ized; -iz«ing : to change into a vapor or to cause (some¬ 
thing) to change into a vapor [+ obj] Heat is used to vaporize 
the liquid, [no obj] Pressure causes the chemical to vaporize. 

— va-por-i-za-tion also Brit va-por-i-sa-tion /.veipara- 
'zeijan, Brit ,veip3,rai'zeij'9n/ noun [noncount] — va«por- 
iz«er also Brit va«por*is*er /’veipa^aiza*/ noun, pi -ers 
[count] 

vapor trail ( US) or Brit vapour trail noun, pi ~ trails 

[count] : a visible stream of water or ice particles that is cre¬ 
ated in the sky by an airplane or rocket : contrail 
1 variable /‘verijabal/ adj [more most ~] : able or likely 
to change or be changed : not always the same ■ The winds 
were light and variable. ■ a variable climate ■ The loan has a 
variable interest rate. — opposite invariable 

— var-i-abil-i-ty /.verija'bilati/ noun [noncount] ■ the vari¬ 
ability of the climate — var-i-ably /'verijabli/ adv ■ The 
term is used variably to mean different things. 

2 variable noun, pi -ables [count] 

1 : something that changes or that can be changed : some¬ 
thing that varies ■ unemployment and other economic vari¬ 
ables 

2 mathematics : a quantity that can have any one of a set of 
values or a symbol that represents such a quantity 

variance /'verijans/ noun, pi -anc-es 

1 formal : an amount of difference or change [noncount] 
There was some variance in the results, [count] We noticed a 
slight variance between/in the quality of the samples. 

2 [count] law : an official decision or document that allows 
someone to do something that is not usually allowed by the 
rules ■ He had to get a variance to add a garage on to his 
house. 

at variance formal : not in agreement ■ Their statements are 
at variance. — usually + with ■ His current statements are 
completely at variance with his earlier position. 

1 var»i»ant /'verijant/ adj : different in some way from others 
of the same kind ■ variant strains of a disease ■ variant points 
of view • variant spellings t=different ways of spelling a word] 
2 variant noun, pi -ants [count] 

1 : something that is different in some way from others of 
the same kind ■ A new variant of the disease has appeared. 


2 : one of two or more different ways to spell or pronounce 
a word ■ regional variants in speech ■ a spelling variant 
var»i*a»tion /(Veri'eijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : a change in the form, position, condition, or amount of 
something [count] color/temperature variations — often + 
in ■ extreme variations in temperature [noncount] He repeat¬ 
ed the story without variation. [=without changing it] — of¬ 
ten + in ■ There’s been a lot of variation in the weather lately. 
[=the weather has changed often lately] ■ We need some vari¬ 
ation in our routine. [=we need to change/vary our routine] 

2 [count] : something that is similar to something else but 
different in some way — often + on ■ His newest book is just 
a slight variation on a familiar theme. ■ The meal she served 
us was an interesting variation on a traditional turkey dinner. 

3 [count] music : a repeated version of a short piece of music 
with changes in its rhythm, tune, or harmony — often + on ■ 
variations on a theme by Haydn 

var-i-COSe vein /'vera,kous-/ noun, pi ~ veins [count] 
medical : a vein that is abnormally swollen or made larger or 
wider ■ He developed varicose veins on his legs in his old age. 
varied /‘verid/ adj [more most ~] : having many forms 
or types : including many different things ■ She has varied 
[= diverse, various] interests. • We try to eat a more varied diet. 
■ My routine is varied enough so that I don’t get bored. ■ She 
studies subjects as varied as chemistry and sculpture. 
var*ie*gat-ed /'verija,geitad t adj [more most ~] 

1 : having patches, stripes, or marks of different colors ■ var¬ 
iegated flowers/leaves 

2 formal : including many different things : full of variety ■ a 
variegated career 

va*ri»etV /va'rajati/ noun, pi -et-ies 

1 [singular] : a number or collection of different things or 
people — usually + of ■ The talks covered a wide/great vari¬ 
ety of topics. [=the talks covered many different topics] ■ The 
company sells a variety of gardening products. ■ They broke 
up for a variety of reasons. * The conference attracts a wide 
variety of people. • He has a variety o/health problems. 

2 [noncount] : the quality or state of having or including 
many different things ■ I was surprised by the variety of the 
choices that were available. ■ Our diet lacks variety. ■ My life 
needs more variety. ■ You know what they say: variety is the 
spice of life. [=life is more interesting and enjoyable when 
you do different things] 

3 [count]: a particular kind of person or thing ■ The museum 
has aircraft of every variety. [=kind, sort] • people of all varie¬ 
ties ■ different varieties of oranges ■ exotic varieties of snakes 

4 [noncount] : a type of entertainment that has many short 
performances (such as dances, skits, and songs) which follow 
one another and that are not related — usually used before 
another noun ■ variety shows • variety performers/theater 

- see also garden-variety 

variety store noun, pi ~ stores [count] US : a store that 
sells many different kinds of products that are not expensive 
var«i«OUS /'verijas/ adj 

1 — used to refer to several different or many different 
things, people, etc. ■ Various bands will be performing at the 
concert. ■ The car is available in various colors. ■ She has 
worked at various publishing companies. ■ We stopped at var¬ 
ious places along the way. ■ The reasons for their decision 
were many and various. [=they had many different reasons] 

2 : different from each other ■ He has lived in places as vari¬ 
ous as New York and Beijing. 

var*i*OUS*ly /'verijasli/ adv : in several or many different 
ways : in various ways • He has been variously described as a 
hero and a villain. ■ The term is spelled variously in different 
places. " The concept of freedom has been variously under¬ 
stood by different people. 

var-mint /'vaamant/ noun, pi -mints [count] chiefly US, old- 
fashioned + humorous 

1 : an animal that is considered a problem : pest ■ rats, 
mice, and other varmints 

2 : a bad person ■ The sheriff in the movie gets revenge on 
the dirty varmint who killed his brother. 

1 var-nish /'vaa^uj/ noun, pi -nish-es 

1 [count, noncount] : a liquid that is spread on a surface and 
that dries to form a hard, shiny coating ■ floor varnish • (Brit) 
nail varnish [=(US) nail polish] 

2 [noncount] : the hard, shiny coating that is produced by 
varnish ■ She accidentally scratched the varnish. 

2 varnish verb -nishes; -nished; -nish-ing [+ obj\ : to cov- 
er (something) with varnish ■ He varnished the table. 
var»si«ty /'vaasati/ noun, pi -ties [count, noncount] 


vary • veggie burger 
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1 US : the main team of a college, school, or club in a partic¬ 
ular sport ■ She’s trying to make (the) varsity this year. — of¬ 
ten used before another noun ■ varsity athletes ■ Their son is 
on the high school’s varsity baseball/football team. — com¬ 
pare JUNIOR VARSITY 

2 Brit, old-fashioned : university 

vary /'veri/ verb var-ies; var-ied; varying 

1 [no obj] : to be different or to become different: change ■ 
The terrain varies as you climb higher. ■ The cost of a room 
at the hotel varies with the season. • Their services vary de¬ 
pending on the customer. ■ Opinions vary [=people have dif¬ 
fering opinions] about the reasons for the company’s failure. 
■ They’ve tried to improve their procedures, with varying de¬ 
grees of success. ■ The diamonds vary in size. ■ Colors vary 
from light to dark. 

2 [+ obj] : to make (something) different: to make changes 
to (something) so that it is not always the same ■ I try to vaty 
my diet by eating different kinds of foods. 

vas-cu-lar /'vaeskj9l»/ adj, medical : of or relating to the 
veins, arteries, etc., that carry fluids (such as blood) through 
the body ■ vascular diseases/tissue ■ the vascular system 
vase /'veis, Brit 'va:z/ noun, pi vas*es [count] : a container 
that is used for holding flowers or for decoration ■ a beauti¬ 
ful Chinese vase ■ a vase of roses 
va*sec*tO*my /vg'sektgmi/ noun, pi -mies [count] medical 
: an operation that makes a man unable to make a woman 
pregnant : a surgery that prevents a man from producing 
sperm when he has sex 

Vas-e-line /,vaes9'li:n/ trademark — used for a soft and 
thick substance (called petroleum jelly) that is used on a per¬ 
son’s skin 

vas*sal /'vaesal/ noun, pi -sals [count] : a person in the past 
who received protection and land from a lord in return for 
loyalty and service — often used figuratively to describe a 
person, country, etc., that is controlled by someone or some¬ 
thing more powerful ■ The states became vassals of the em¬ 
pire. 

vast /'vaest, Brit 'va:st/ adj vast*er; -est [more most ~] 
: very great in size, amount, or extent ■ She has a vast 
amount of knowledge on this subject. • vast quantities of in¬ 
formation ■ The policy is supported by the vast majority of 
citizens. ■ a vast expanse of land 

— vastdy adv ■ His background is vastly different from 
mine. ■ They vastly increased spending. — vast*ness 
/'vaestnas, Brit 'vaistnas/ noun [noncount] ■ the vastness of 
the desert/ocean 

vat /'vaet/ noun, pi vats [count]: a large container (such as a 
tub or barrel) used especially for holding liquids 
VAT /,vi:,ei'ti:/ noun [noncount] : value-added tax 
Vat'hcan /'vaetikgn/ noun 

the Vatican 1 : the place in Rome where the Pope lives and 
works ■ I plan to visit the Vatican on my tour. 2 : the gov¬ 
ernment of the Roman Catholic Church ■ The Vatican has 
announced a new appointment. ■ a Vatican official 
vaude*ville /'vccdval/ noun [noncount] US : a type of enter¬ 
tainment that was popular in the U.S. in the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries and that had many different performers 
doing songs, dances, and comic acts • She became a big star 
in/on vaudeville. ■ a vaudeville performer/show 

— vaude-viMian /,va:d'vilj3n/ noun, pi -Mans [count] • an 
old vaudevillian [=performer in vaudeville] 

1 vault /'va.it/ noun, pi vaults [count] 

1 : an arched structure that forms a ceiling or roof ■ They 
gazed up at the vault of the cathedral. — sometimes used fig¬ 
uratively to refer to the sky ■ the vault of heaven 

2 : a locked room where money or valuable things are kept ■ 
a bank vault 

3 : a room or chamber in which a dead person is buried 

— compare ’vault 

2 vault verb vaults; vault-ed; vaulting 

1 : to jump over (something) [+ obj] The dog vaulted the 
fence.; especially : to jump over (something) by using your 
hands or a pole to push yourself upward [+ obj] She vaulted 
the fence easily, [no obj] — often + over ■ She put her hands 
on the top of the fence and vaulted over it easily. 

2 chiefly US : to move suddenly and quickly into a better po¬ 
sition [no obj] The team vaulted [=jumped] into the lead. ■ 
She vaulted to fame [=she suddenly became famous] when 
her first movie was a hit. [+ obj] The success of the movie 
vaulted her to fame. 

— vault-er /'va.ltay noun, pi -ers [count] • She’s the first 
vaulter [=pole-vaulter] to clear that height. 


3 vault noun [noncount] : a jump that is made over something 
especially by using your hands or a pole to push yourself up¬ 
ward • The gymnast performed a difficult vault. — see also 
pole vault — compare 1 vault 
vault-ed /'va:lt9d/ adj : built in the form of an arch ■ a vault¬ 
ed ceiling/roof 

vault-ing /'va.ituj/ adj, always used before a noun, literary 
: rising or reaching very high — usually used in the phrase 
vaulting ambition ■ He was a man of vaulting ambition. [=he 
was an extremely ambitious man] 
vaunt-ed /'vaintod/ ad) ‘ often spoken of or described as 
very good or great : often praised ■ The team’s vaunted de¬ 
fense faltered in the second half of the game. 

VCR Avi^sii'aa 1 / noun, pi VCRs [count] : a machine that is 
used to make and watch video recordings of television pro¬ 
grams, movies, etc. 

VD abbr venereal disease 

’ve /v after vowels, 9V after consonants / — used as a contrac¬ 
tion of have • I’ve [=1 have] been very busy, 
veal /'virl/ noun [noncount] : the meat of a young cow (called 
a calf) that is used for food ■ cuts of veal • veal chops/cutlets 
vec-tor /'vekto/ noun, pi -tors [count] 

1 mathematics : a quantity (such as velocity) that has size 
and direction 

2 technical: the course or direction of an airplane 

3 biology : an insect, animal, etc., that carries germs that 
cause disease ■ a mosquito that is the principal vector of yel¬ 
low fever 

vee-jay /'vii.cfeei/ noun, pi -jays [count] : a person who in¬ 
troduces the music videos played on a television program — 
called also VJ 

veep /'vi;p/ noun, pi veeps [count] US, informal : vice 
president; especially : the Vice President of the United 
States 

veer /'viay verb veers; veered; veer-ing [no obj] : to 
change direction quickly or suddenly ■ The ship veered away 
to the north. • The car nearly veered off the road. ■ The wind 
suddenly veered and began to blow from the east. ■ The rock¬ 
et veered off course. [=began to go in the wrong direction] 

— often used figuratively ■ The story veers toward the ridicu¬ 
lous at times. ■ She veered into politics soon after college. 

1 veg /'ve<fe/ verb veg-ges; vegged; veg-ging [no obj ] infor- 
mal : to spend time doing something that does not require 
much thought or effort — usually + out • We vegged out in 
front of the TV all afternoon. ■ He’s vegging out on the couch. 

2 veg noun, pi veg chiefly Brit, informal : vegetable 1 
[count] a delicious veg — usually plural * a meal of meat and 
two veg [noncount] Would you like some vegl ■ veg soup ■ a 
veg sandwich 

veg*an /'vi:g9n/ noun, pi -ans [count] : a person who does 
not eat any food that comes from animals and who often 
also does not use animal products (such as leather) 
veq-e-ta-ble /'ve(fet9b9l/ noun, pi -ta-bles [count] 

1 : a plant or plant part that is eaten as food ■ The doctor 
said I should eat more fruits and vegetables. • a bowl of vege¬ 
table soup ■ a vegetable garden ■ vegetable oil — see color pic¬ 
ture on page C4; see also root vegetable 

2 sometimes offensive : a person who is unable to talk, move, 
etc., because of severe brain damage ■ The accident had left 
him a vegetable. — called also (Brit, informal) cabbage 

veg-e-tar-i-an / l vecfe9 , terij9n/n0w/i,p/-ans [count]: a per¬ 
son who does not eat meat 

— vegetarian adj ■ a vegetarian diet/meal/menu [=a diet/ 
meal/menu that does not include meat] — veg*e*tar»i»an- 
ism /.vecfea'terijajnizam/ noun [noncount] 

veg-e-tate /'vecfeg^eit/ verb -tates; -tat-ed; -tat»ing [no 
obj] : to spend time doing things that do not require much 
thought or effort : to be very lazy or inactive ■ I just spent 
the weekend vegetating at home. ■ I’m worried that after I re¬ 
tire I’ll just sit at home, watch TV, and vegetate. 
veg-e-ta-tion /,vecfe9 , tei.f9n/ noun [noncount] : plants in 
general: plants that cover a particular area ■ the dense/lush 
vegetation of the jungle • hills covered in/with vegetation 
vag-e-ta-tive /'vecfe9,teitiv/ adj : of or relating to plants ■ 
the area’s vegetative cover • vegetative growth — see also 
PERSISTENT VEGETATIVE STATE 
veg-gie /’vccfei/ noun, pi -gies [count] informal 

1 chiefly US : vegetable 1 ■ Eat your veggies. ■ fresh veggies 

2 chiefly Brit : vegetarian ■ The restaurant is popular with 
veggies. 

veggie burger noun, pi ~ -gers [count] : a food that looks 
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like a hamburger but that is made with vegetables instead of 
meat 

ve-he-ment /'viijamant/ adj [more most ~] : showing 
strong and often angry feelings : very emotional ■ He issued 
a vehement denial of the accusation. ■ The proposal has faced 
vehement opposition from many teachers. ■ She was vehe¬ 
ment about the need for new safety measures. 

— ve«he«mence /'vkjamans/ noun [noncount ] ■ She spoke 
with some vehemence about the need for new safety mea¬ 
sures. — ve-he-ment«ly adv - He vehemently denied the 
accusation. ■ They argued vehemently against the proposal. 
ve»hi«cle /'virjakal/ noun, pi -hi-cles [count] 

1 : a machine that is used to carry people or goods from one 
place to another ■ cars, trucks, and other vehicles ■ a stolen 
vehicle ■ The vehicle's driver was severely injured in the 
crash. ■ Have you seen his new car? It’s a fine-looking vehi¬ 
cle. — see also motor vehicle, recreational vehicle, 

SPORT-UTILITY VEHICLE 

2 : the thing that allows something to be passed along, ex¬ 
pressed, achieved, or shown ■ an investment vehicle ■ Water 
and insects can be vehicles of infection. ■ art as a vehicle for 
self-expression ■ Words and pictures are vehicles of commu¬ 
nication. ■ These big-budget movies are star vehicles for well- 
known actors. 

Ve*hiC*U*lar /vi'hikjala 1 / adj 

1 : of, relating to, or designed for vehicles ■ The road was 
closed to vehicular traffic. 

2 : caused by or resulting from the operation of a vehicle ■ 
vehicular homicide 

1 veil /'veil/ noun, pi veils 

1 [count] : a piece of cloth or net worn usually by women 
over the head and shoulders and sometimes over the face • a 
bridal veil 

2 [count] : something that covers or hides something else ■ 
Veils of moss draped the trees. ■ The veil of secrecy was lifted. 
[=the secret was made known] 

take the veil old-fashioned : to become a nun 
2 veil verb veils; veiled; veil-ing [+ obj] : to cover (some¬ 
thing) with a veil or with something that is like a veil : to 
hide or partly hide (something) ■ Her eyes were partially 
veiled by her long, dark hair. ■ Haze veiled the landscape. ■ 
The sun was veiled by clouds. 

Veiled /*veild/ adj 

1 : having or wearing a veil ■ a veiled hat ■ veiled women 

2 : able to be seen or understood but not openly shown or 
stated : expressed in a way that is not clear and direct ■ a 
thinly veiled threat ■ She looked at him with barely veiled 
contempt. ■ The report makes veiled references to his crimi¬ 
nal activities. 

vein /'vem/ noun, pi veins 

1 [count] : any one of the tubes that carry blood from parts 
of the body back to the heart — compare artery; see also 
VARICOSE VEIN 

2 [count] : any one of the thin lines that can be seen on the 
surface of a leaf or on the wing of an insect 

3 [count] : a long, narrow opening in rock filled with gold, 
silver, etc. • a vein of gold/ore 

4 [count] : a thin line or streak of material that has a differ¬ 
ent color or texture from the material that surrounds it ■ 
white marble with greenish veins running through it 

5 [singular] : a particular style, quality, etc. ■ Most of his sto¬ 
ries are in the romantic vein. [=are romantic] • She intro¬ 
duced a welcome vein of humor. • We renewed discussion 
along the same vein. 

ice water in your veins see ice water 
Veined /'vemd/ adj : marked with thin lines : having veins 
or streaks ■ a veined leaf • veined cheese/marble 
Vel-cro /'vEl,krou/ trademark — used for a nylon fabric that 
can be fastened to itself 

veld or veldt /'velt/ noun [noncount] : an area of grassy land 
with few trees or shrubs especially in southern Africa 
ve Mum /'velam/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a smooth material made from the skin of a young animal 
and used especially for covering books or for writing on 

2 : a strong cream-colored paper 

ve-loc-i-ty /va'la:sati/ noun, pi -ties : quickness of motion 
: speed [count] particles moving at high velocities [non¬ 
count] measuring the velocity of sound ■ the velocity of a bul¬ 
let ■ His pitches have great velocity. [=his pitches are very 
fast] 

Ve*IOLir /va'luay noun [noncount] : a type of cloth that re¬ 
sembles velvet 


vel-vet /'velvat/ noun, pi -vets : a soft type of cloth that has 
short raised fibers on one side [noncount] She was dressed in 
black velvet, [count] rich velvets 

— velvet adj ■ a velvet sofa ■ a velvet dress/jacket 
vel-ve-teen /,vElva'ti:n/ noun [noncount] ; a fabric usually 

of cotton that resembles velvet ■ a dress made from velveteen 
vel-vety /'vElvati/ adj [more most ~] : soft and smooth • 
velvety hair 

ve-nal /'viinal/ adj [more most ~] formal : willing to do 
dishonest things in return for money : corrupt ■ a venal 
court official 

— ve-naM«ty /vi'naelati/ noun [noncount] 
vervdeMa /vcn'deta/ noun, pi -tas [count] 

1 : a very long and violent fight between two families or 
groups : blood feud 

2 : a series of acts done by someone over a long period of 
time to cause harm to a disliked person or group ■ He waged 
a personal vendetta against his rivals in the Senate. ■ She 
claims that the police have a vendetta against her. [=that the 
police are deliberately and unfairly trying to cause trouble 
for her] 



vending machine 


vending machine noun, pi ~ 

-chines [count] : a machine that you 
put money into in order to buy food, 
drinks, cigarettes, etc. — called also 
(Brit) slot machine 

ven*dor /'venda 1 / noun, pi -dors 
[count] 

1 : a person who sells things especially 
on the street ■ a hot dog vendor 

2 : a business that sells a particular 
type of product ■ vendors of computer 
parts ■ software vendors 

1 ve«neer /va'nia/ noun, pi -neers 

1 : a thin layer of wood or other mate¬ 
rial that is attached to the surface of 
something in order to make it look bet¬ 
ter [count] a wall with a stone veneer 
[noncount] a dresser with mahogany ve¬ 
neer 

2 [singular] : a way of behaving or appearing that gives other 
people a false idea of your true feelings or situation — usual¬ 
ly + of • She dropped her veneer of sophistication. 

2 veneer verb -neers; -neered; -neer-lng [+ obj\ : to cover 
(something) with a veneer ■ The cabinet was veneered in oak. 
ven-er-a*ble /'vEnarabal/a# [more most ~]formal : old 

and respected : valued and respected because of old age, 
long use, etc. ■ a venerable tradition/institution ■ the family’s 
venerable leader ■ a venerable old hotel 
ven*er*ate /'vEna^eit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing [+ obj] 
formal : to feel or show deep respect for (someone or some¬ 
thing that is considered great, holy, etc.) ■ a writer venerated 
by generations of admirers ■ She is venerated as a saint. 

— ven-er-a«tion /iVEna'reiJan/ noun [noncount] ■ The icon 
is an object of veneration. 

ve-ne-re-al disease /va'nirijal-/ noun, pi ~ -eases 

[count, noncount] medical : a disease (such as gonorrhea or 
syphilis) that is passed from one person to another through 
sexual intercourse — abbr. VD 
ve-ne-tian blind /va'niijan-/ noun, pi ~ 
blinds [count] : a covering for a window made 
of strips of wood, plastic, or metal that can be 
turned to block out or let in light 
ven*geance /'vencfesns/ noun [noncount] : the 
act of doing something to hurt someone be¬ 
cause that person did something that hurt you 
or someone else • The fire was set as an act of 
vengeance. • He swore vengeance [=revenge] 
against his son’s kidnapper. ■ Angry protesters 
wanted to inflict vengeance on the killer. 
with a vengeance : with great force or effort • 

After losing the first three games, the team 
came back with a vengeance to win the next 
four. ■ She set to work with a vengeance and 
finished the job in two hours, 
venge-ful /'vEncfefal/ adj [more most ~] 

: feeling or showing a desire to harm someone 
who has harmed you : feeling or showing a desire for ven¬ 
geance ■ The robbery was committed by a vengeful former 
employee. ■ The fire was a vengeful act of destruction. ■ 
vengeful feelings 

— venge-ful-ly adv ■ He glared vengefulty at his accuser. 
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— venge-ful-ness noun [noncount] 
ve*nial /'viinijal/ adj [more most ~] : not serious : for¬ 
givable ■ a venial mistake 

venial sin noun, pi ~ sins [coww/] m the Roman Catholic 
Church : a sin (such as stealing something small) that is not 
very serious and will not result in punishment that lasts for¬ 
ever • commit a venial sin — compare mortal sin 
ven»i»SOn /'venasan/ noun [noncount] : the meat of a deer 
ven«om /'venam/ noun [noncount] 

1 : poison that is produced by an animal (such as a snake) 
and used to kill or injure another animal usually through bit¬ 
ing or stinging 

2 : a very strong feeling of anger or hatred ■ She spoke of 
him with venom in her voice. ■ He spewed venom against his 
rival. 

ven-om-ous /'venamas/ adj [more most ~] 

1 a : capable of putting poison or venom into another ani¬ 
mal’s body usually by biting or stinging it • The cobra is a 
venomous snake. ■ a venomous spider b : containing venom 

■ a venomous sting/bite 

2 : expressing very strong hatred or anger ■ a venomous at¬ 
tack on his character ■ venomous comments 

1 vent /'vent/ verb vents; vent-ed; vent-ing 

1 [+ obj] US : to allow (something, such as smoke or gas) to 
go out through an opening ■ Windows should be opened to 
vent the fumes. 

2 : to express (an emotion) usually in a loud or angry man¬ 
ner [+ obj] She vented her frustrations by kicking the car. ■ 
Don’t vent your anger on me. [no obj] I screamed because I 
needed to vent. 

2 vent noun, pi vents 

1 [count] : an opening through which air, steam, smoke, liq¬ 
uid, etc., can go into or out of a room, machine, or container 

■ a heating vent ■ a vent for the clothes dryer 

2 [singular] : an opportunity or a way to express a strong 
emotion that you have not openly shown ■ She needed to 
find a vent for her frustration. 

3 [count] : a thin opening at the bottom of a jacket or skirt 
where a seam ends 

give vent to : to express (a strong emotion, such as anger) in 
a forceful and open way ■ He gave vent to his annoyance. ■ 
She didn’t want to give full vent to her feelings. [=let her 
feelings out completely] 

ven-ti-late /'vcnta,leit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed; -lat-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to allow fresh air to enter and move through (a room, 
building, etc.) ■ She opened the windows to ventilate the 
room. ■ The room was adequately/poorly ventilated. 

2 formal : to express or discuss (something) openly or pub¬ 
licly " ventilate feelings/opinions 

— ven-ti-la-tion /,vEnta'lei/an/ noun [noncount] ■ The room 
has adequate/poor ventilation. ■ They installed a new venti¬ 
lation system in the building. 

ven»ti»la«tor /■ventajeita-/ noun, pi -tors [count] 

1 : a device that lets fresh air enter and move through a 
room, building, etc. 

2 medical : a device for helping a person to breathe : respi¬ 
rator ■ The patient was put on a ventilator. 

ven*tri«cle /'ventrakal/ noun, pi -tri«cles [count] technical 
: one of two sections of the heart that pump blood out to the 
body — compare ATRIUM 

vervtril-oquist /ven'tnlakwist/ noun, pi -quists [count] 
: a performer who is able to speak in a way that makes it ap¬ 
pear that the words are being said by a large doll (called a 
dummy) 

— ven*tril*oquism /ven'trila.kwizam/ noun [noncount] 

1 ven-ture /'ven('j»/ verb -tures; -tured; -tuning 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to go 
somewhere that is unknown, dangerous, etc. ■ We ventured 
out into the woods. ■ He nervously ventured out onto the ice. 

■ The pups never ventured far from home. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
start to do something new or different that usually involves 
risk ■ The company is venturing into the computer software 
industry. ■ a writer venturing on/upon a new project ■ The 
group’s lead singer is now venturing on a solo career. ■ It’s im¬ 
portant to plan carefully before venturing on a long journey. 

3 [+ obj] : to do, say, or offer something (such as a guess or 
an opinion) even though you are not sure about it ■ I’d like to 
venture [-hazard] a guess. — often followed by to + verb ■ He 
got angry at me when I ventured to suggest that things could 
have been worse. 

nothing ventured, nothing gained — used to say that it is 


worth trying to do something because you might succeed 
even though success is not certain 
2 vent Lire noun, pi -tures [count] : a new activity, project, 
business, etc., that typically involves risk * a venture into the 
unknown ■ a space venture 9 a joint business venture ■ venture 
partners 

venture capital noun [noncount] : money that is used to 
start a new business 

— venture capitalist noun, pi — ists [count] 
ven»ture«SOme /'ventfa'sam/ adj [more most ~] formal 

1 : willing to take risks : daring ■ a venturesome sea captain 

■ a venturesome investor 

2 : involving risk : dangerous ■ a venturesome journey 
ven*ue /'venju:/ noun, pi -ues [count]: the place where an 

event takes place ■ a sports venue 9 The venue of the trial has 
been changed. ■ The nightclub provided an intimate venue 
for her performance. 

Ve«nuS /'vi:nas /noun [singular] : the planet that is second in 
order from the sun 

Venus fly«trap /-'flai.trzep/ noun, pi - traps [count] : a 

plant that has the tip of each leaf formed into a trap for cap¬ 
turing insects which it eats 
ve-rac-i-ty /va'rcesati/ noun [noncount] formal 

1 : truth or accuracy ■ We questioned the veracity of his 
statements. 

2 : the quality of being truthful or honest ■ The jury did not 
doubt the veracity of the witness. 

ve*ran»da or ve*ran*dah /va'rzenda/ noun, pi -das or 
-dahs [count] : a long, open structure on the outside of a 
building that has a roof : porch 
verb /'va'b/ noun, pi verbs [count] grammar : a word (such 
as jump, think, happen , or exist) that is usually one of the 
main parts of a sentence and that expresses an action, an oc¬ 
currence, or a state of being — see also action verb, aux¬ 
iliary VERB, LINKING VERB, MODAL VERB, PHRASAL 
VERB 

verbal /'va-bal/ adj 

1 : relating to or consisting of words ■ The job requires 
someone with strong verbal skills, [^someone who is good at 
writing and speaking] ■ He scored well on the verbal section 
of the test. ■ verbal communication ■ She was a victim of ver¬ 
ba! abuse. [=harsh and insulting language] 

2 : spoken rather than written ■ They had a verbal exchange. 

■ a verbal agreement to finish the work ■ We gave only verbal 
instructions. 

3 : relating to or formed from a verb ■ a verbal adjective 

— ver-baMy adv ■ She was verbally abused. ■ They agreed 
verbally to the deal. 

ver*bal*ize also Brit ver>bal-ise /'va-ba^are/ verb -iz»es; 
-ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] : to express (something) in words : to 
say (something) in speech or writing ■ She didn’t know how 
to verbalize her feelings. 

ver*ba*tim /va^beitam/ adj ' in exactly the same words ■ 
The court reporter recorded a verbatim account of the trial. 
[=recorded the exact words that were spoken at the trial] 

— verbatim adv • She recited the poem verbatim. [=wordfor 
word] 

ver*bi*age /'vabijicfe/ noun [noncount] : speech or writing 
that contains too many words or that uses words that are 
more difficult than necessary ■ The editor removed some of 
the excess verbiage from the article. 
ver*bose /va^bous/ adj [more most ~] formal : using 
more words than are needed ■ He is a verbose speaker. ■ The 
teacher thought the essay was too verbose. [=wordy] ■ She has 
a verbose writing style. 

— ver-bose*ly adv — ver-bos*i*ty /va'baisati/ noun [non¬ 
count] 

ver-dant /'vadnt/ adj [more most ~] literary : green with 
growing plants ■ The fields were verdant. 9 a verdant forest 
ver-dict /'vadikt/ noun, pi -diets [count] 

1 law : the decision made by a jury in a trial • The verdict was 
not guilty. ■ The jury reached a guilty verdict. 

2 : a judgment or opinion about something ■ Do you want 
my verdict on the meal? ■ The critic’s verdict about the show 
was positive. 

1 verge /'vatfe/ noun, pi verg-es [count] Brit : an area along 
the edge of a road, path, etc. ■ a grassy verge 
on the verge of US + Brit: at the point when (something) is 
about to happen or is very likely to happen ■ The company 
was on the verge of going bankrupt. [=was very close to go- 
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ing bankrupt] ■ The child was on the verge of tears. [=was al¬ 
most crying; was about to start crying] ■ We were on the 
verge of divorce. 

2 verge verb verges; verged; verg-ing 

verge on/upon [phrasal verb ] verge on/upon (something) 
: to come near to being (something) ■ comedy that verges 
on farce [=comedy that is almost farce] ■ His accusations 
were verging on slander. 

verg«er /'v^dja 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] chiefly Brit: someone 
who performs simple duties during church services 
ver-i-fy /'ver3,fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy»ing [+ obj] : to 
prove, show, find out, or state that (something) is true or 
correct ■ We could not verify [-confirm] the rumor. ■ She ver¬ 
ified her flight number. ■ He verified that the item was in 
stock. ■ Can you verify whether I am scheduled to work or 
not? 

— ver-i-fi-able Avers'fajsbsl/ adf ■ a verifiable claim — ver- 
i-fi-ca-tion /,ver3f3'keij3n/ noun [noncount] • He received 
verification of the deposit from the bank. 

ver-i-ly /'versli/ adv, old-fashioned : certainly or truly ■ I ver¬ 
ily believe that these accusations are false. 
veri'Si-mil-i-tude /,ver3S3'mib,tu:d, Brit ^ersss'mila- 
,tju:d/ noun [noncount] formal : the quality of seeming real • 
The novel lacks verisimilitude. [=the things that happen in 
the novel do not seem real] 

ver-i'ta-ble /'verstsbsl/ adj, always used before a noun, for¬ 
mal : true or real — used to emphasize a description ■ The is¬ 
land is a veritable paradise. ■ The sale attracted a veritable 
mob of people. 

ver-i'ty /'versti/ noun, pi -ties [count] formal : something 
that is regarded as true — usually plural ■ one of the eternal 
verities of life 

ver-mi-CeMi Avams'tfcli/ noun [noncount] : a type of pasta 
that is like spaghetti but thinner 
ver-mil-ion or ver-miMion /va^iruljsn/ noun [noncount] 
: a bright orange-red color — see color picture on page C3 
ver-min /'v^rnsn/ noun [plural] 

1 : small insects and animals (such as fleas or mice) that are 
sometimes harmful to plants or other animals and that are 
difficult to get rid of • The room was crawling with roaches 
and other vermin. 

2 informal: very bad, unpleasant, or offensive people 
ver-mouth /va^muiG/ noun [noncount] : a type of wine that 

is flavored with herbs and spices and often mixed with other 
alcoholic drinks 

1 ver»nac»U»lar/va i, n2ekj3la i /How«, pi -lars [count] : the lan¬ 
guage of ordinary speech rather than formal writing ■ He 
spoke in the vernacular of an urban teenager. ■ phrases that 
occur in the common vernacular 

Vernacular adj 

1 : of, relating to, or using the language of ordinary speech 
rather than formal writing ■ vernacular phrases ■ a speaker’s 
vernacular style 

2 : of or relating to the common style of a particular time, 
place, or group ■ the vernacular architecture of the region 

ver«nal /'van)/ adj, formal : of, relating to, or occurring in 
the spring ■ trees and flowers in vernal bloom • vernal breezes 
■ the vernal equinox 

ver-sa-tile /'vasatl, Brit 'V3:s3,taj3l/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : able to do many different things ■ She is a versatile athlete 
who participates in many different sports. 

2 : having many different uses • A pocketknife is a versatile 
tool. 

— ver-sa*til-i-ty Avasa'tilati/ noun [noncount] 
verse /'vas/ noun, pi vers«es 

1 [noncount] : writing in which words are arranged in a 
rhythmic pattern : poetry • The epic tale was written in 
verse. — see also blank verse, fre:e verse 

2 [count] : a part of a poem or song : stanza ■ The second 
verse is sung the same way as the first. 

3 [count] : one of the parts of a chapter of the Bible 
chapter and verse see chapter 

versed /'vast/ adj : having knowledge about something — + 
in ■ He is well versed in French cooking. [=he knows a lot 
about French cooking] ■ a writer versed in military history 
version /'va^an, Brit 'va: Jan/ noun, pi -sions [count] 

1 : a story or description that is different in some way from 
another person’s story or description ■ Let me tell you my 
version of what happened. ■ We heard two different versions 
of the story. 

2 : a form of something (such as a product) that is different 


in some way from other forms ■ A new version of the word 
processing program should be available soon. ■ I have an old¬ 
er version of the software. • This new design is better than the 
first version. ■ A film version of the novel is being made. 

3 : a particular translation of the Bible ■ the King James Ver¬ 
sion of the Bible 
ver*SUS /'vasas, 'vasaz /prep 

1 — used to indicate the two people, teams, etc., that are 
fighting or competing against each other or that are opposed 
to each other in a legal case ■ It’s Smith versus Jones in the ti¬ 
tle fight. ■ In 1948, the U.S. presidential election was Dewey 
versus Truman. ■ I sometimes feel like it’s me versus 
[=against] the rest of the world. ■ the State versus John Smith 

— abbr. vs., v. 

2 — used to indicate two different things, choices, etc., that 
are being compared or considered • We have a choice of go¬ 
ing out versus staying home. 

ver*te*bra /'va-tabra/ noun, pi -brae /-,brei/ or -bras 
[count] technical : one of the small bones that are linked to¬ 
gether to form the backbone — see picture at HUMAN 

— ver-te-bral /'va^tabral/ adj, always used before a noun ■ the 
vertebral column 

ver-te-brate /'vatabrat/ noun, pi -brates [count] biology 
: an animal that has a backbone — compare inverte¬ 
brate 

— vertebrate adj 

ver-tex /'vasteks/ noun, pi ver-ti-ces /'va'ta^kz/ also ver¬ 
texes [count] technical : a point where two lines meet to 
form an angle; especially : the point on a triangle that is op¬ 
posite to the base 
ver«ti*cal /'va^tikal /adj 

1 : positioned up and down rather than from side to side 
: going straight up ■ a vertical line ■ a shirt with vertical stripes 
■ the vertical axis of a graph ■ vertical cliffs — compare hor¬ 
izontal 

2 : having a structure in which there are top, middle, and 
bottom levels ■ a vertical social order 

— vertical noun, pi -cals [count] The architect designs 
buildings with strong verticals [=vertical parts] and hori¬ 
zontals. [noncount] The post is several degrees off from 
(the) vertical. [=the post is not positioned straight up and 
down] — ver-ti-caMy /'va^ikli/ adv • The cliff rose verti¬ 
cally to the sky. 

ver-tig-i-nous /va^ticfeanas/ adj, formal : causing or likely 
to cause a feeling of dizziness especially because of great 
height ■ a vertiginous drop ■ vertiginous heights 
ver-ti-go /'vata,gou/ noun [noncount] : a feeling of dizziness 
caused especially by being in a very high place ■ Heights give 
me vertigo. 

verve /'va-v/ noun [noncount] : great energy and enthusiasm ■ 
She played with skill and verve. 

1 very /'veri/ adv 

T: to a great degree : extremely — used for emphasis be¬ 
fore adjectives and adverbs ■ a very hot day ■ very accurate re¬ 
sults ■ a very small/large number/amount ■ Very few people 
attended. ■ It was a very unusual/difficult situation. ■ He talks 
very slowly. ■ We checked very carefully. ■ She did very well 
on the test. ■ It was very nice of you to stop by. ■ I’m very 
pleased to meet you. ■ I’m very sorry. ■ “Thank you very 
much.” “You’re very welcome.” • “Were you surprised?” 
“Yes, very." ■ The building is very French. [=it looks like 
buildings in France] ■ (formal ) Any help you can provide 
would be very much appreciated. — often used in negative 
statements ■ There weren’t very many people there. ■ She was 
never very popular. ■ The food wasn’t very good. ■ I didn’t like 
the food very much. ■ “Was the food good?” “Not very." ■ 
“Did you like the food?” “Not very much.” ■ “How’s your 
dad?” “Not very well, I’m afraid.” [=my dad is ill] ■ She’s not 
very happy with me right now. [=she’s annoyed with me] ■ 
They weren’t very nice (to me). [=they didn’t treat me well; 
they were mean to me] 

2 — used to emphasize the exactness of a description ■ the 
very best restaurants ■ We left the very next day. ■ I told the 
very same [-exact same , (US) same exact] story. • Mom said I 
can have my very own room [=a bedroom that I do not have 
to share] in the new house! 
very good see 1 good 

very much so — used to say “yes” or to say that you agree 
with something ■ “Were you surprised?” “Yes, very much 
so." 

very well 1 somewhat old-fashioned — used to say that you 
agree with something ■ Very well, then. I’ll see you tomor- 
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row. ■ Oh, very well. Do as you please. — see also all very 
well at 2 well 2 : reasonably or properly ■ I can’t very well 
show up at the wedding uninvited. [=it would be improper 
for me to show up at the wedding uninvited] 

2 very adj, always used before a noun 

1 — used to emphasize that you are talking about one spe¬ 
cific thing or part and not another ■ Those were his very [=ex- 
act, precise, actual] words. ■ There’s the very book I was look¬ 
ing for. ■ the very heart [=the most central part] of the city • 
the very [^extreme] beginning/end of the story ■ I knew he 
was trouble right from the very start. ■ That’s the very [=same] 
car I saw yesterday. ■ The President and the Prime Minister 
are meeting at this very moment. [=right now] • At the very 
moment the meeting began, the lights went out. = The meet¬ 
ing began, and at that very moment , the lights went out. 

2 : not having anything added or extra ■ The very [-mere ] 
idea/thought of making a speech terrified him. [=just think¬ 
ing about making a speech terrified him] ■ You could try to 
help, at the very least. [=the least you could do is to try to 
help; you could at least try to help] 

3 — used to emphasize that something belongs to or is part 
of a particular person or thing ■ He disappeared right before 
our very eyes! ■ a room of my very own [=a room I do not 
have to share] • Dogs are territorial by their very nature. 

ves-pers or Ves-pers /'vespa-z/ noun [plural] : an evening 
prayer service in some Christian churches 
ves-sel /'vcsal/ noun, pi -sels [count] 

1 formal : a ship or large boat ■ a fishing/sailing vessel 

2 technical : a vein or artery that carries blood through the 
body: blood vessel 

3 somewhat old-fashioned : a hollow container for holding 
liquids ■ a drinking vessel 

1 vest /'vest/ noun, pi vests [count] 

1 US a : a sleeveless piece of clothing with buttons down 
the front that is worn over a shirt and under a suit jacket — 
called also ( chiefly Brit ) waistcoat, see color picture on page 
C15 b : SWEATER VEST 

2 : a special piece of clothing that you wear on your upper 
body for protection or safety * a bulletproof vest ■ ( US) a life 
vest [-lifejacket] 

3 Brit : a man’s sleeveless undershirt 
close to the vest see 2 close 

2 vest verb vests; vest-ed; vesting [+ obj]formal : to give 
(someone) the legal right or power to do something or to 
own land or property ■ Congress is vested with the power to 
declare war. = The power to declare war is vested in Con¬ 
gress. ■ After five years, you’ll be fully vested in the company 
pension plan. [=you will have earned the right to get a full 
pension when you retire] 

vested interest noun, pi ~ -ests [count] : a personal or 
private reason for wanting something to be done or to hap¬ 
pen ■ She has a vested interest in seeing the business sold, as 
she’ll make a profit from the sale, 
ves-thbule /'vesta,bju:l/ noun,pi -bules [count] formal : an 
entrance hall inside a building 
ves*tige /'vEsticfe/ noun, pi -tig-es [count] formal 

1 : the last small part that remains of something that existed 
before : trace — + of m a vestige of an ancient tradition • He 
is still clinging to the fast vestiges of his power. 

2 : the smallest possible amount of something — + of, usual¬ 
ly used in negative statements ■ There’s not a vestige of doubt 
that what she says is true. 

ves-ti-gial /ve'sticfeijal/ adj 

1 technical, of a body part : remaining in a form that is not 
fully developed or able to function ■ Although it cannot fly, 
the bird still has vestigial wings. 

2 formal: remaining as the last small part of something that 
existed before ■ They uncovered vestigial traces of the 
home’s original wallpaper. ■ She has some vestigial doubts 
about investing in the company, 
vest* merits /'vestmants/ noun [plural] : the special clothing 
worn by a priest during church services 
ves*try /'vestri/ noun, pi -tries [count] : a small room in a 
church where a priest dresses for the services and where holy 
items used during services are kept 
1 vet /'vet/ noun, pi vets [count] 

1 : veterinarian ■ I have to take my dog to the vet. 

2 US, infoimal: veteran ■ a World War II vet 
2 vet verb vets; veMed; vet-ting [+ obj] 

1 : to investigate (someone) thoroughly to see if they should 
be approved or accepted for a job • They vetted her thor¬ 
oughly before offering her the job. 


2 : to check (something) carefully to make sure it is accept¬ 
able ■ The book was vetted by several different editors. ■ He’s 
already vetted the plan, so we can start right away, 
vetch /'vetf/ noun [noncount] : a plant that has small flowers 
and is used to feed farm animals 
vet*er*an /'vetaran/ noun, pi -ans [count] 

1 : someone who fought in a war as a soldier, sailor, etc. ■ a 
Navy veteran — called also (US, infoimal ) vet 

2 : someone who has a lot of experience in a particular ac¬ 
tivity, job, etc. • a veteran of the political scene • a teaching 
veteran • He’s a 10-year veteran with/of the team. 

— veteran adj ■ a veteran politician ■ veteran police officers 
Veterans Day noun [count, noncount] : a holiday observed 

on November 11 in the U.S. to honor veterans of the armed 
forces 

vet*er*i*nar*i*an Avetara'nerijan/ noun, pi -ans [count] 
chiefly US : a person who is trained to give medical care and 
treatment to animals : an animal doctor — called also vet, 
(Brit, formal ) veterinary surgeon 
vet*er*i*nary /'vetara^eri, Brit 'vetnri/ adj : relating to the 
medical care and treatment of animals • veterinary medicine 
veterinary surgeon noun, pi ~ -geons [count] Brit, for¬ 
mal : VETERINARIAN 
1 ve*tO /'viitoo/ noun, pi -toes 

1 [count] : a decision by a person in authority to not allow or 
approve something (such as a new law) ■ a legislative veto ■ a 
veto of a bill ■ Are there enough votes in Congress to override 
the President’s veto ? 

2 [noncount] : the right or power of a person in authority to 
decide that something (such as a new law) will not be ap¬ 
proved ■ The President has the veto over new legislation. ■ 
The President may choose to exercise his veto. ■ veto power 

— see also line-item veto, pocket veto 
2 veto verb -toes; -toed; -to-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to reject (a proposed law) officially : to refuse to allow (a 
bill) to become a law ■ The President vetoed the bill. 

2 : to refuse to allow or accept (something, such as a plan or 
suggestion) ■ We wanted to do a cross-country trip, but our 
parents vetoed it. ■ She vetoed several restaurants before we 
could agree on one. 

vex /'veks/ verb vex-es; vexed; vex-ing [+ obj ] old- 
fashioned : to annoy or worry (someone) ■ This problem has 
vexed researchers for years. ■ We were vexed by the delay. 

— vexing atjj [more most ~] ■ a vexing problem [=an irri¬ 
tating/annoying problem] 

vex*a*tion /vek'seifan/ noun, pi -tions old-fashioned 

1 [noncount] : the state of being worried or annoyed : irrita¬ 
tion or annoyance ■ He grumbled in vexation. 

2 [count] : something that worries or annoys you ■ the prob¬ 
lems and vexations of everyday life 

— vex-a-tious /vek'seijas/ ad) [more most ~] ■ a vexa¬ 
tious problem — vex-a-tious-ly adv 

vexed /'vekst/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : difficult and frustrating to deal with ■ a vexed question 

2 old-fashioned : annoyed or worried ■ She was feeling some¬ 
what vexed. 

VGA abbr video graphics array — used for a display system 
for computer monitors 

VHF abbr very high frequency — used for a range of radio 
waves that is used in broadcasting, communications, and 
navigation 

via /'vaja, 'vi:ja/ prep 

1 : by going through (a particular place) : by way of (a par¬ 
ticular place) ■ She flew to Los Angeles via Chicago. 

2 : by means of (a person, machine, etc.) : by using (some¬ 
thing or someone) ■ I’ll let her know via one of our friends. ■ 
He did some research via computer. ■ tracking via satellite ■ 
We went home via a shortcut. 

vi*a*ble /'vajabal/ adj 

1 [more most ] a : capable of being done or used 
: workable • a viable solution to the problem ■ He could 
not suggest a viable alternative/option, b : capable of suc¬ 
ceeding ■ Is she a viable candidate? ■ a viable method 

2 technical : capable of living or of developing into a living 
thing ■ a viable human fetus * viable seeds/eggs 

— vi-a-bil-i-ty Avaja'bilati/ noun [noncount] 

via-dllCt /'vaja,dAkt/ noun, pi -ducts [count] : a long, high 
bridge that carries a road or railroad over something (such 
as a valley) 

Vi*ag-ra /vai'zegra/ trademark — used for a drug that helps 
men to be able to have sex 
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vi*al /'vajal/ noun, pi -als [count\ : a very small glass or plas¬ 
tic container used for perfumes, medicines, etc. — called 
also (Brit) phial 
vibe /*vaib/ noun, pi vibes 

1 [count] informal : a feeling that someone or something 
gives you ■ I got a weird vibe from her. — usually plural ■ 
good/bad vibes [ ^vibrations] 

2 vibes [plural] : vibraphone ■ playing the vibes 
vi-brant /'vaibrant/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : having or showing great life, activity, and energy ■ She 
has a vibrant personality. ■ a vibrant city/culture 

2 : very bright and strong ■ vibrant colors ■ We painted the 
room a vibrant blue. 

3 of a sound : loud and powerful • vibrant music 

— vi-bran-cy /'vaibransi/ noun [noncount] — vi>brant-ly 
adv ■ vibrantly colored paintings 

vi-bra*phone /'vaibra.foun/ noun, pi -phones [count]: an 
electronic musical instrument which has metal bars that you 
hit with small wooden hammers to play notes and which has 
a motor that makes the notes vibrate — compare xylo¬ 
phone 

vi*brate /'vai,breit, Brit vai'breit/ verb -brates; -brat«ed; 
-brat-ing : to move back and forth or from side to side with 
very short, quick movements [no obj] The engine was vibrat¬ 
ing . [-shaking] • The car started to vibrate. [+ obj] When you 
blow into the instrument, the air vibrates the reed. 

— vi-bra-to-ry /'vaibr3,tori, Brit 'vaibratri/ adj • vibratory 
motion 

vi*bra*tion /vai'breijsn/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : a continuous slight shaking movement: a series of small, 
fast movements back and forth or from side to side [count] 
vibrations from the engine [noncount] trying to reduce en¬ 
gine vibration 

2 vibrations [plural] informal : a feeling that someone or 
something gives you ■ The building gives off good/bad vibra¬ 
tions. [ =vibes] 

vi'bra-to /vi'bra:tou/ noun [noncount] music : a way of 
making small, rapid changes in a musical note that you are 
singing or playing so that it seems to shake slightly 
vi-bra*tor /'va^breit &,Brit vai'breita/ noun, pi -tors [count] 
: an electronic device that vibrates and that is used especially 
for massage or sexual pleasure 
vic-ar /"vika/ noun, pi -ars [count] 

1 : a priest in the Church of England who is in charge of a 
particular church and the area around it 

2 US : a pastor’s assistant in an Episcopalian or Lutheran 
church 

vic-ar*age /'viksricfe/ noun, pi -ag*es [count] : a vicar’s 
home 

vi-car*i«OUS /vai'kerijss/ adj : experienced or felt by watch¬ 
ing, hearing about, or reading about someone else rather 
than by doing something yourself ■ a vicarious experience ■ 
vicarious joy/suffering ■ a vicarious thrill 

— vi-car-i-ous-ly adv ■ She lived vicariously through her 
children. — vi«car*i-ous-ness noun [noncount] 

1 vice /'vais/ noun, pi vic*es 

1 a [noncount]: bad or immoral behavior or habits : wick¬ 
edness ■ Such men are prone to vice, b [count] : a moral 
flaw or weakness ■ He thought gambling was a vice. • the vice 
of greed 

2 [count] : a minor bad habit ■ Eating too much is my vice. ■ a 
harmless vice 

3 [noncount] : criminal activities that involve sex or drugs • 
The city is a den of filth and vice. ■ He was arrested by the 
vice squad, [^police officers who investigate crimes involv¬ 
ing sex or drugs] 

2 Vice Brit spelling of VISE 

vice admiral noun, pi ~ -rals [count] : an officer in the 
navy with a rank just below that of admiral 
vice—ChaiVCeMor Avais'tfEenslas Brit (Vais'tfa.’nsto/ noun, 
pi -lors [count] 

1 : a person who has a rank just below that of a chancellor 

2 : the person who runs a British university 

vice president also vice-president noun, pi — dents 
[count] : a person whose rank is just below that of the presi¬ 
dent of a country, business, etc. ■ He became the Vice Presi¬ 
dent of the United States. ■ the company’s executive vice- 
president of sales 

— vice presidency noun, pi — cies [count] 
vice-roy /'vais.roi/ noun, pi -roys [count]: a person sent by 

a king or queen to rule a colony in the past 


vice ver-sa Avais'va'ss/ adv — used to say that the opposite 
of a statement is also true ■ She ended up having a lot of in¬ 
fluence on his career, and vice versa. [=and he also ended up 
having a lot of influence on her career] ■ The camera can ad¬ 
just for a light subject on a dark background, or vice versa. 
[=or a dark subject on a light background] 
vi-cin-i-ty /va'smati/ noun [singular] : the area around or 
near a particular place • She lives in Los Angeles, or some¬ 
where in that/the vicinity. [=somewhere near there] 
in the vicinity of 1 : in the area that is close to (a place) ■ 
He lives in the general/immediate vicinity of the school. 2 
: close to or around (an amount) ■ His yearly salary is in 
the vicinity of [-in the neighborhood of] one million dollars, 
vi-cious /'vijss/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : very violent and cruel ■ a vicious attack/battle 

2 : very dangerous ■ a vicious dog 

3 : having or showing very angry or cruel feelings ■ vicious 
gossip ■ a vicious tone of voice ■ I know you’re upset with her, 
but there’s no need to be vicious. 

4 informal : very bad or severe ■ a vicious storm ■ a vicious 
headache 

- vi-cious-ly adv • She was viciously attacked. ■ He lashed 
out viciously at his critics. ■ The dog snarled viciously. — vi- 
cious-ness noun [noncount] 

vicious circle noun [singular] : a repeating situation or 
condition in which one problem causes another problem 
that makes the first problem worse ■ We’re trapped in a vi¬ 
cious circle. — called also vicious cycle 
vi*cis*si*tudes /v3'sis3,tu:dz, Brit vs'siss.tjuidz/ noun [plu¬ 
ral] formal : the many changes or problems that happen over 
time — often + of m the vicissitudes o/life 
victim /'viktsm/ noun, pi -tims [count] 

1 : a person who has been attacked, injured, robbed, or 
killed by someone else ■ a victim of abuse/violence ■ a mur¬ 
der/rape victim 

2 : a person who is cheated or fooled by someone else ■ the 
victims of a hoax 

3 : someone or something that is harmed by an unpleasant 
event (such as an illness or accident) ■ a victim of fate/cir¬ 
cumstance ■ a tornado victim • He was the victim of an error. 
■ an AIDS/cancer victim • a fashion victim [=someone who 
wears fashionable clothes that make them look unattractive 
or sillyl 

4 : a person or animal that is offered as a gift to a god in a re¬ 
ligious ritual ■ sacrificial victims 

fall victim to 1 : to be attacked, injured, or killed by 
(someone or something) ■ Police think she may have fallen 
victim to a serial killer. 2 : to be affected badly by (some¬ 
thing) ■ She fell victim to the flu. ■ He fell victim to a scam. ■ 
schools falling victim to budget cuts 
vic*tim-ize also Brit vic*tim*ise /'vikt3,maiz/ verb -iz»es; 
-ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to treat (someone) cruelly or unfairly ■ They were victim¬ 
ized because of their religion. 

2 chiefly US : to make a victim of (someone) : to harm or 
commit a crime against (someone) ■ people who have been 
victimized by thieves/theft [=people who are the victims of 
thieves; people who have been robbed] ■ More than a dozen 
elderly women were victimized [=swindled] by the con artist. 

- vic-tim-i-za-tion also Brit vic*tim*i*sa-tion /.viktsms- 
'zeifan, Brit ^kta^ai'zeijan/ noun [noncount] 

victim mentality noun [singular] : the belief that you are 
always a victim : the idea that bad things will always happen 
to you ■ He claims that our legal system promotes a victim 
mentality. 

vic*tor /'vikta 1 / noun, pi -tors [count] formal : a person who 
defeats an enemy or opponent : winner ■ the victors in the 
battle/game ■ Who will emerge the victor [=be the winner] in 
this contest? 

ViC-tO-ri*an /vik'torijsn/ adj 

1 : relating to or typical of the period from 1837-1901 when 
Queen Victoria ruled England ■ a Victorian house ■ the Victo¬ 
rian period/age • in Victorian times 

2 [more most ~]: similar to the old-fashioned moral val¬ 
ues that were typical during the time of Queen Victoria ■ My 
parents have very Victorian attitudes when it comes to sex. 

vic-to-ri-ous /vik'torijss/ adj : having won a victory or 
having ended in a victory ■ the victorious army/side • a victori¬ 
ous battle ■ They were victorious over their enemies. ■ Who 
will emerge victorious ? [=who will be the winner?] 

- vic-to-ri-ous-ly adv 
vic«to»ry /'viktsri/ noun, pi -ries 
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1 : success in defeating an opponent or enemy [noncount] 
The general led the troops to victory. • They had never expe¬ 
rienced the thrill of victory. • a victory party/celebration/ 
speech ■ She was equally gracious in victory and in defeat. 
[=she was gracious when she won and when she lost] [count] 
The passage of the law was a tremendous victory for their 
cause. — opposite defeat 

2 [count] : the act of defeating an opponent or enemy ■ an 
election victory * Tonight's win is the team's fifth consecu¬ 
tive/straight victory. [=win] ■ It was a decisive/great/major 
victoiy for the army. — see also PYRRHIC VICTORY, moral 
victory at ‘moral, victory lap at 3 lap 

Victuals /‘vitlz/ noun [plural] old-fashioned : food and 
drink 

vi-CU-na or vi-cu-na /vi’ku:nj3, Brit vi'kjuina/ noun, pi 
-nas or -nas [count] : a large South American animal that 
produces wool which is used for clothing 
1 vid«eo /‘vidijou/ noun, pi -eos 

1 [count] : a movie, television show, event, etc., that has been 
recorded onto a videocassette, DVD, etc., so that it can be 
watched on a television or computer screen ■ We’re going to 
rent a couple of videos to watch this weekend. ■ She was talk¬ 
ing about a popular video she saw on the Internet. ■ The vid¬ 
eo of their wedding was made by a professional company. ■ 
They showed us some of their home videos, ^recordings 
that they had made using a video camera] 

2 [noncount]: ‘videotape 1 ■ The movie is available on vid¬ 
eo and DVD. 

3 [count ]: a recorded performance of a song in which visual 
images are shown together with the music ■ a TV channel 
that plays videos all day ■ Her latest music video was first re¬ 
leased on the Internet. 

4 [noncount] : the moving images that are seen in a record¬ 
ing or broadcast ■ The audio is OK but there’s a problem 
with the video. 

5 [count] Brit : vcr 

2 video ad], always used before a noun 

1 : of or relating to the pictures that are seen in a recording 
or broadcast ■ The video portion of the broadcast was fine 
but the sound was poor. 

2 : of, relating to, or involving videos that are shown on a 
television or computer screen ■ a video terminal ■ video 
equipment ■ a short video clip ■ The large video file took a 
while to upload on my computer. 

3 video verb videos; vid-eoed; vid-eo-ing [+ obf\ Brit: vid- 
eotape ■ I videoed the program so I could watch it later, 
video arcade noun, pi ~ -cades [count] US : a place with 
many video games : arcade 3 
video camera noun, pi ~ -eras [count] : a camera that is 
used to create videos by recording moving images and 
sounds onto a videotape, computer disk, etc. 
video card noun, pi ■— 1 cards [count] computers : a device 
in a computer system that controls the images that are 
shown on the computer’s screen 
vid-eo-cas-sette /.vidijouka'set/ noun, pi -settes 

1 : a thin, plastic case that holds videotape and that is played 
using a VCR [count] a blank videocassette [noncount] That 
movie is now available on videocassette . 

2 [count] : ‘videotape 2 ■ He has a large collection of video¬ 
cassettes. 

videocassette recorder noun, pi ~ -ers [count ]: vcr 
vid-eO-COn-fer-enc-ing /,vidijou'ka:nfr9nsii)/ noun 
[noncount] : a method of holding meetings that allows peo¬ 
ple who are in different cities, countries, etc., to hear each 
other and see each other on computer or television screens 

— vid-eo-con-fer-ence /,vidijou'ka:nfr3ns/ noun, pi -enc- 
es [count] 

vid-eo-disc or vid-eo-disk /'vidijou,disk/ noun, pi -discs 
or -disks [count] : a disk on which movies, television pro¬ 
grams, etc., are recorded in order to be watched on a com¬ 
puter or television screen 

video game noun, pi ~ games [count] : an electronic 
game in which players control images on a television or com¬ 
puter screen 

vid-e-og-ra-pher ^vidi'cugrafa 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a 
person who records images or events using a video camera 

— vid-e-og-ra-phy /,vidi'a:gr9fi/ noun [noncount] 
video nasty noun, pi ~ -ties [count] Brit, informal : a very 

violent or offensive movie that is on video 
vid-eo-phone /'vidij3,foun/ noun, pi -phones [count] : a 
telephone that can send and receive moving images so that 
users can see and hear each other 


video recorder noun, pi ~ -ers [count]: vcr 
1 vid-eo-tape /'vidijou,teip/ noun, pi -tapes 

1 [noncount] : tape on which movies, television shows, etc., 
can be recorded ■ I watched the movie on videotape. 

2 [count] : a movie, TV program, etc., that is recorded on 
videotape — compare audiotape 

2 videotape verb -tapes; -taped; -tap-ing [+ obj\ : to 
record (someone or something) on videotape ■ They video¬ 
taped the baby’s first steps. 

videotape recorder noun, pi ~ -ers [count ]: vcr 
vie /'vai/ verb vies; vied; vy-ing /'vajio/ [no obj] : to com¬ 
pete with others in an attempt to get or win something ■ They 
are vying to win the championship for the third year in a 
row. — often + for or with • Two young men were vying for 
her attention. ■ They vied with each other for first place. 

1 view /'vju:/ noun, pi views 

1 [count] : an opinion or way of thinking about something ■ 
What are your political views ? = What are your views on/ 
about politics? ■ The views expressed herein are strictly those 
of the author. ■ She has an old-fashioned view of women's 
roles in society. [=her ideas about women’s roles are old- 
fashioned] ■ There is no evidence to support that view. • In my 
view the plan will fail. [=1 think that the plan will fail] ■ He 
takes the view [=he believes] that the economy will improve 
in the coming year. ■ She takes a dim view of [=she disap¬ 
proves of] their behavior. — see also POINT OF VIEW 

2 [count]: the things that can be seen from a particular place 
• The house has a view of the lake. [=you can see the lake 
when you are inside or near the house] ■ a scenic/spectacu- 
lar/beautiful view • I asked for a room with a view. (=a room 
that allows you to see a beautiful or interesting scene from 
your window] 

3 — used to say that something can or cannot be seen 
[count] I got a good view of the accident. [=1 saw the accident 
clearly] ■ You’re blocking my view. ■ Our view of the parade 
was obstructed. [=we could not see the parade because 
something was in front of us] [noncount] The ship slowly 
sailed out of view. ■ The ship disappeared from view. ■ Keep 
your hands in view [=keep them where they can be seen] at 
all times. ■ The robbery was committed in (full) view of a 
group of tourists. ■ Children, stay within view. [=stay where I 
can see you] ■ The museum is within view of our hotel. [=we 
can see the museum from our hotel] 

4 [count ]: a picture of a place • The postcard shows an aerial 
view of the bay. [=it shows a picture of the bay taken from an 
aircraft] ■ a panoramic view of the mountains 

come in/into view see ‘come 
heave into view see ‘heave 
in plain view see ‘plain 

in view of somewhat formal 1 : when thinking about or 
considering (something) ■ His current support of the plan 
is surprising in view of [=given] his earlier opposition. 2 
: because of (something) ■ In view of the fact that your pay¬ 
ment is late, you’ll have to pay a fine. 
on view : available to be seen ■ His paintings are now on 
view [=they are being displayed] at the local museum. 
take the long view : to think about the things that might 
happen in the future rather than only about the things that 
are happening now ■ Investors should take the long view 
when considering where to put their money. 
with a view to somewhat formal : with the hope or goal of 
(doing something) ■ They have reorganized the department 
with a view to making it more efficient. [=in order to make 
it more efficient] 

2 view verb views; viewed; view-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to look at (something) carefully ■ The building is most 
impressive when viewed from the front. * A medical examin¬ 
er is now viewing the evidence. ■ The family came in to view 
the deceased. [=to look at the body of a dead person as part 
of a funeral or wake] 

2 ; to see or watch (a movie, a TV show, etc.) ■ The program 
was viewed by millions of people. 

3 : to think about (someone or something) in a particular 
way ■ Different people view this problem in different ways. 

— often + with or as ■ Students viewed [= regarded] the new 
rules with contempt. ■ He doesn’t view himself as a rebel. 
[=he doesn’t believe that he is a rebel] • I view this job as an 
opportunity to gain valuable work experience. 

— view-ing /'vju:wiij/ noun,pi -ings [count] ■ the first view¬ 
ing of a film 

view-er /'vjuiwa*/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person who watches television • The program attracts 
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millions of viewers every week. ■ She is a regular viewer of the 
evening news. 

2 : a person who sees or looks at something ■ The exhibit 
was surrounded by a large crowd of viewers. 

3 : a device that is used to look at photographs ■ a slide view¬ 
er 

view-find-er /"vju^famda 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a small 
hole or window on a camera that you look through to see 
what is being photographed — see picture at camera 
view-point /'vju:,pomt/ noun, pi -points [count] : a way of 
looking at or thinking about something : point of view • 
The story is told from the viewpoint of someone who grew up 
during the Great Depression. ■ Her viewpoint is that of a per¬ 
son who has been in politics for decades. ■ They approached 
the issue from opposite viewpoints, [standpoints] 

Vig-il /'vicfcal/ noun, pi -ils : an event or a period of time 
when a person or group stays in a place and quietly waits, 
prays, etc., especially at night [count] The night before he 
was scheduled to be executed, the group held a candlelight 
vigil for him outside the prison. [=they held candles and wait¬ 
ed for him to be executed or pardoned] [noncount] She kept 
vigil at the bedside of her ailing son. [=she sat beside her 
son’s bed when he was ill] 

vig-i-lant /'vicfcalant/ adj [more most ~] : carefully notic¬ 
ing problems or signs of danger ■ When traveling through the 
city, tourists should be extra vigilant. ■ They were vigilant 
about protecting their children. ■ We remain vigilant against 
theft. ■ a vigilant tourist/parent 

— vig-i-lance /'vicfealans/ noun [noncount] ■ The situation 
requires constant vigilance. — vig-i-lant-ly adv 

vig-i-lan-te Avicfea'laenti/ noun, pi -tes [count] : a person 
who is not a police officer but who tries to catch and punish 
criminals — often used before another noun ■ vigilante 
groups ■ vigilante justice 
vi-gnette /vm'jet /noun, pi -gnettes [count] 

1 : a short written description ■ The play’s program features 
a little vignette about each member of the cast. 

2 : a short scene in a movie or play ■ The film is a series of vi¬ 
gnette? about living with cancer. 

3 : a picture or engraving in a book 

vig-or ( US) or Brit vig-our fxigaf noun [noncount] 
: strength, energy, or determination ■ She defended her be¬ 
liefs with great vigor, 
vim and vigor see vim 
vig-Or-OUS /'vigaras/ adj [more most ~J 

1 : healthy and strong ■ She remained vigorous into her nine¬ 
ties. 

2 : done with great force and energy ■ His speech was met 
with vigorous applause. ■ She gave a vigorous defense of her 
beliefs. ■ a vigorous argument/debate ■ You should get 20 
minutes of vigorous [=strenuous] exercise every day. 

— viq*or*ous*ly adv ■ He scrubbed the dirty pan vigorously. 
■ She vigorously defended her beliefs. 

Vi-king /'vaikig/ noun, pi -kings [count] : a member of a 
group of Scandinavian people who attacked the coasts of 
Europe in the 8 th to 10th centuries A.D. "a Viking invasion/ 
ship 

vile /'vajal/ adj vil-er; -est [aho more most ~] 

1 : evil or immoral • vile terrorist attacks * a vile and coward¬ 
ly act 

2 : very bad or unpleasant ■ What is that vile odor? ■ His 
comments were positively vile. ■ She has a vile temper. ■ 
{chiefly Brit ) We’ve been having vile weather lately. 

— vile-ly adv ■ They were treated vilely. — vile*ness noun 
[noncount] * the vileness of the crime 

vil-i-fy /‘vila.fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy*ing [+ obj]formal : to 
say or write very harsh and critical things about (someone or 
something) ■ He was vilified in the press for his comments. 

— vil*i*fi*ca*tion Avilafa'keiJan/ noun [noncount] 
vil-la fxilz/ noun, pi -las [count] 

1 : a large house or estate that is usually located in the coun¬ 
try 

2 : a house that you can rent and live in when on vacation ■ 
They rented a seaside villa for two weeks. 

3 Brit: a house in the city with a yard and garden 

4 : a house or estate that was surrounded by farmland in an¬ 
cient Rome 

viMage/'vihcfe/ noun, pi -lag*es [count] 

1 : a small town in the country ■ fishing/mining villages ^vil¬ 
lages in which most people fish/mine as a job] 

2 : the people who live in a village • Entire villages come to 
see the parade. 


viMag*er /'vilicfca 1 / noun, pi -ers [count]: a person who lives 
in a village 

vil-lain /‘vilan/ noun, pi -lains [count] 

1 : a character in a story, movie, etc., who does bad things ■ 
comic-book heroes and villains ■ He plays the villain in most 
of his movies. 

2 somewhat old-fashioned : a person who does bad things ■ 
She describes her first husband as a villain who treated her 
terribly. 

3 : someone or something that is blamed for a particular 
problem or difficulty • Don’t try to make me the villain. It’s 
your own fault that you’re having these problems. ■ The arti¬ 
cle makes the government out to be the villain. = It portrays 
the government as the villain of the piece- 

4 Brit, informal: criminal 

viMain-OUS /‘vilanas/ adj [more most ~] : very bad or 
evil: wicked ■ a villainous attack ■ villainous criminals 

- vil-lain-ous-ly adv 

viMainy /'vilani/ noun, /7/-lain*ies formal : evil behavior or 
actions [noncount] a story of villainy and betrayal [count] 
the gruesome villainies of war 
vim /‘vim /noun 

vim and vigor (US) or Brit vim and vigour : energy and en¬ 
thusiasm ■ Though she’s no longer young, she’s still full of 
vim and vigor. [= vitality ] 

vin*ai*grette /.vim’gret/ noun, pi -grettes [count, non¬ 
count] : a mixture of oil, vinegar, and seasonings that is used 
especially as a salad dressing 

vin-di-cate /'vind3,keit/ verb -cates; -cat*ed; -cat-ing [+ 

obj] 

1 : to show that (someone) should not be blamed for a 
crime, mistake, etc. : to show that (someone) is not guilty • 
They have evidence that will vindicate [= exonerate ] her. ■ She 
will be completely vindicated by the evidence. 

2 : to show that (someone or something that has been criti¬ 
cized or doubted) is correct, true, or reasonable ■ These dis¬ 
coveries vindicate their theory. ■ Their approach to the prob¬ 
lem has been vindicated by the positive results. ■ He felt 
vindicated when the truth became known. 

— vin*di*ca*tion /,vind3'ketj3n/ noun [noncount] She 
didn’t need any further vindication, [singular] The positive 
results are a vindication of their approach. 

vin*dic*tive /vin'diktiv/ adj [more most ~] disapproving 
: having or showing a desire to hurt someone who has hurt 
or caused problems for you ■ He became bitter and vindictive 
[: =spiteful , vengeful] after his divorce. 

- vin*dic*tive*ly adv - vin-dic-tive-ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

vine /'vain/ noun, pi vines [count] : a plant that has very 
long stems and that grows along the ground or up and 
around something (such as a wall or tree) — see color pic¬ 
ture on page C6; see also grapevine 
die on the vine see ‘die 

vin*e*gar /'vimg &/ noun, pi -gars [count, noncount]: a sour 
liquid that is used to flavor or preserve foods or to clean 
things —see also balsamic vinegar, cider vinegar, 

WINE VINEGAR 

piss and vinegar see 2 piss 

spit and vinegar see 2 spit 

— vin*e*gary /'vinigari/ adj [more most ~] ■ a vinegary 
sauce 

vine-yard /'vinja-d/ noun, pi -yards [count] : a field where 
grapes are grown 

vi-no /'vi:nou/ noun [noncount] informal : wine ■ a glass of 
vino 

1 vin-tage /'vinticfe/ ad), always used before a noun 

1 — used to describe a wine usually of high quality that was 
produced in a particular year which is identified on the bot¬ 
tle ■ The restaurant has a fine selection of vintage wines. 

2 — used to describe something that is not new but that is 
valued because of its good condition, attractive design, etc. ■ 
a collection of vintage cars - vintage clothing shops 

3 — used to describe something that has the best qualities or 
characteristics of the things made or done by a particular 
person, organization, etc. ■ vintage Elvis Presley songs * This 
painting is vintage Van Gogh. 

vintage year 1 : a year in which a vintage wine is pro¬ 
duced ■ The date of the vintage year is marked on the bot¬ 
tle. 2 : a very good or successful year ■ This has been a 
vintage year for independent films. 

2 vintage noun, pi -tag*es 

1 [count] : the grapes or wine produced during one season 
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2 [noncount\ : a period in which something was made or was 
begun ■ a piano of 1845 vintage 9 films of recent vintage 
[=films made recently] 
vint-ner /Santna/ noun, pi -ners [count] 

1 : a person who makes wine 

2 : a person who sells wine 

vi-nyl /'vam|/ noun [noncount] : a plastic material that is 
used to make records, clothing, etc., and as a covering for 
floors, walls, furniture, etc. ■ I have that album on vinyl. [=on 
a record made of vinyl] — often used before another noun ■ 
vinyl tablecloths ■ vinyl flooring ■ a house with vinyl siding 
Vi-Ol /'vajal/ noun, pi -Ols [count] : a musical instrument used 
in the past that is similar to a violin 
vi'O-la /vi'oula/ noun, pi -las [count] : a stringed musical in¬ 
strument that is like a violin but slightly larger and lower in 
pitch — see picture at stringed instrument 
vi-o-late /*vaj3,leit/ verb -lates; -lat-ed;-lathing [+ obj] 

1 a : to do something that is not allowed by (a law, rule, etc.) 
■ Students who violate [=break] the rules will be punished. ■ 
He was anested for violating his parole, b : to take away, 
interfere with, or ignore (something, such as a person’s rights 
or privacy) in an unfair or illegal way "He claims that his 
rights were violated. [=that he was treated unfairly] • The 
company violated its customers’ privacy. 

2 : to abuse or show disrespect for (something, such as a 
holy place) usually by damaging it ■ Vandals violated [= dese¬ 
crated ] the cemetery during the night. 

3 formal : ‘rape ■ She was attacked and violated by an un¬ 
known intruder. 

— vi-o-la-tor /'vajajleita/ noun, pi -tors [count] 9 Violators 
(of the law) will be prosecuted, 
vi-o-la-tion Avaja'leijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 : the act of doing something that is not allowed by a law or 
rule [count] a serious violation of the law ■ A second viola¬ 
tion was called on the basketball player. • a moving violation 
= a traffic violation [=the act of breaking a law while driving] 
[noncount] He was arrested for violation of his parole. ■ The 
evidence was seized in violation of the law. [=was seized in a 
way that was illegal] 

2 : the act of ignoring or interfering with a person’s rights 
[count] The group monitors human rights violations, [non¬ 
count] They protested the government’s violation of human 
rights. 

3 [noncount] : the act of showing disrespect for something 
(such as a holy place) usually by damaging it ■ They were re¬ 
sponsible for the violation [=desecratiori] of the cemetery. 

violence /'vajalans/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the use of physical force to harm someone, to damage 
property, etc. ■ an act of violence 9 They need to learn how to 
settle their arguments without resorting to violence. 9 They 
spoke out against (the use of) violence against women. ■ Vio¬ 
lence erupted in the streets. [=people began fighting, setting 
fires, etc., in the streets] ■ movies filled with sex and violence 9 
gun violence 9 domestic violence [=acts or threats of physical 
harm that happen in the home] 

2 : great destructive force or energy ■ The violence of the 
storm caused great fear. 

do violence to : to harm or weaken (something) : to make 
(something) less effective ■ They want to make a movie 
from the book without doing violence to the simplicity of 
the original story. 

vi«Q«lent /'vajalant/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : using or involving the use of physical force to cause harm 
or damage to someone or something ■ They witnessed a vio¬ 
lent struggle between police and protesters. ■ The peaceful 
protest suddenly turned violent. 9 The city has experienced 
an increase in violent crime in the past year. : showing vio¬ 
lence ■ violent movies ■ The final scene was extremely violent. 

2 : caused by physical force or violence ■ She suffered a vio¬ 
lent death in a car accident. 

3 a : trying to physically attack someone because of anger ■ 
The patient suddenly became violent and had to be re¬ 
strained. b : likely to physically attack other people ■ vio¬ 
lent criminals • He’s not a particularly violent person. ■ He 
has a violent past. [=he has attacked people in the past] 

4 : very forceful or intense "Her parents got into a violent ar¬ 
gument. • a violent denial of guilt ■ The proposal has drawn 
violent criticism from many political commentators. ■ She 
went into violent spasms. • He suddenly felt a violent pain in 
his head. ■ violent l=extremely bright] colors 

5 : very powerful and capable of causing damage ■ violent 
storms/winds 


— vi-o-lent-ly adv ■ We were violently attacked. ■ They are 
violently opposed to the proposal. ■ She became violently ill. 
[=she vomited] 

Vi-O-Iet /'vajalat/ noun, pi -lets 

1 [count] : a plant that has small bluish-purple or white flow¬ 
ers — see also African violet 

2 [count, noncount] : a bluish-puiple color — see color pic¬ 
ture on page C3 

— see also shrinking violet 

— violet adj 9 She has violet eyes. 

vi«0«lin Avaja'lin/ noun, pi -llns [count] : a musical instru¬ 
ment that has four strings and that you usually hold against 
your shoulder under your chin and play with a bow — called 
also {.informal) fiddle-, see picture at stringed instrument 
V i-O-lirMSt /(Vaja'Umst/ noun, pi -ists [count] : a person 
who plays the violin 

VIP /iviiiai'pi:/ noun, pi VIPs /,vi:,ai'pi:z/ [count] informal : a 
person who is very important or famous ■ I was treated like a 
VIP at the reception. <>- VIP is an abbreviation of the phrase 
“very important person.” 

vi'per /'vaipa/ noun, pi -pers [count] : a type of poisonous 
snake 

vi-ra*go /va'rcugou/ noun, pi -goes or -gos [count] literary 
+ disapproving : an angry woman who often complains about 
and criticizes other people 

Vi-ral /Vairal/ adj : caused by a virus ■ viral diseases/infec¬ 
tions 

1 vir-gin /'vatfean/ noun, pi -gins [count] 

1 : a person who has not had sexual intercourse 

2 : a person who does not have experience in a particular ac¬ 
tivity, job, etc. ■ a political virgin 

2 virgin adj 

1 : never having had sexual intercourse ■ a virgin bride [=a 
bride who has never had sexual intercourse before her mar¬ 
riage] 

2 : not changed from a natural or original condition : not af¬ 
fected by human activity ■ a virgin forest ■ virgin snow 

3 of olive oil: obtained from the first light pressing of olives ■ 
extra virgin olive oil 

4 : used or worked for the first time • virgin wool/wood/tim¬ 
ber 

virgin territory : an experience or situation that is new for 
someone ■ This is virgin territory for us. We’ve never faced a 
problem like this before. • We’re headed into virgin territory 
with these new regulations, 
vir-gin-al /'vacfeanl/ adi [more most ~] 

1 : having a young, pure, and innocent quality ■ a virginal 
young girl ■ virginal innocence 

2 : not changed from a natural or original condition • The 
land is still in its virginal state. 

Vir*gin*ia creeper /va'cfeinja-/ noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a 
kind of vine that is often grown on walls 
Virginia reel noun [noncount] : a traditional American 
dance in which two lines of people face each other and take 
turns doing a series of movements with the person they are 
facing 

vi r-g i n • i • ty /va'cfcmati/ noun [noncount] : the state of never 
having had sexual intercourse : the state of being a virgin ■ 
He lost his virginity [=he had sexual intercourse for the first 
time] when he was in college. 

Virgin Mary noun 

the Virgin Mary : the mother of Jesus Christ ■ They prayed 
to the Virgin Mary. 

Vir-go /'vagou/ noun, pi -gos 

1 [noncount] : the sixth sign of the zodiac that comes be¬ 
tween Leo and Libra and that has a virgin as its symbol 

— see picture at zodiac 

2 [count] : a person bom under the sign of Virgo : a person 
bom between August 23 and September 22 ■ Are you a Virgo 
or a Libra? 

vir-ile /'viral, Brit 'vi,rail/ adj [more most ~] : having or 
suggesting qualities (such as strength and sexual energy) that 
are associated with men and that are usually considered at¬ 
tractive in men ■ virile young athletes ■ a virile writing style 

— vi-ril-i-ty /va'nlati/ noun [noncount] 9 an actor admired 
for his virility 

vi-rol-o-gy /vai'rculatfei/ noun [noncount] medical : the 
study of viruses and the diseases they cause 

— vi-rol-o-gist /vai'railacfeist/ noun, pi -gists [count] 
vir-tu-al /'vatfawal/ acjj, always used before a noun 

1 : very close to being something without actually being it ■ 
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The country is ruled by a virtual dictator. [=by someone who 
is not officially a dictator but who is like a dictator in every 
important way! ■ Her victory is a virtual certainty. [=she al¬ 
most certainly will win] ■ The species is nearing virtual ex¬ 
tinction. [=it is almost extinct] 

2 : existing or occurring on computers or on the Internet ■ a 
virtual library ■ virtual shopping ■ The Web site provides a vir¬ 
tual tour of the stadium. 

vir-tU-al-ly /'va’tfawali/ adv : very nearly : almost entirely ■ 
We spent virtually all day shopping. ■ The stadium was virtu¬ 
ally empty by the time the game ended. ■ I remember virtual¬ 
ly everything he said. ■ That illness is virtually unknown in 
this area. ■ She is virtually guaranteed to get the job. [=she al¬ 
most certainly will get the job] 

Virtual reality noun [noncount\ : an artificial world that 
consists of images and sounds created by a computer and 
that is affected by the actions of a person who is experienc¬ 
ing it 

virtue /'vatfu/ noun, pi -tues 

1 [noncount] : morally good behavior or character • I urge 
you all to lead lives of virtue. [=to live virtuously] ■ She says 
that virtue is its own reward. [=that if you do good things, 
you do not need to be rewarded with money, fame, etc.] ■ His 
supporters regard him as a model/paragon of virtue. [=as a 
person who has no moral faults] 

2 [count] : a good and moral quality ■ Patience is a virtue. 

3 [noncount] : the good result that comes from something ■ 
Her parents taught her the virtue of hard work. [=that hard 
work is important and valuable] 

4 [count] : an advantage or benefit ■ The restaurant is inex¬ 
pensive, and it has the added virtue of being close to our 
house. ■ One of the virtues of this job is the flexible hours. 
by virtue of : because of (something) ■ She has the right to 

participate by virtue of her status as a former employee. 
make a virtue (out) of necessity : to benefit from some¬ 
thing that you are forced to do ■ When he lost his driver’s 
license, he made a virtue out of necessity and got in shape 
by riding his bike to work. 

vir-tU-OS-i-ty /.vatfu'aisati/ noun [noncount] formal : great 
ability or skill shown by a musician, performer, etc. ■ Her vir¬ 
tuosity on the piano is amazing. 
vir-tU-O-SO /.va-tfu'ousou/ noun, pi -SOS or -si /-si/ [count] 
: a person who does something in a very skillful way ■ He’s a 
real virtuoso in the kitchen.; especially : a very skillful musi¬ 
cian ■ She’s a piano virtuoso. 

— virtuoso adj, always used before a noun ■ She gave a virtu¬ 
oso performance. 

vir-tU-OUS /'v^tfawas/ adj [more most ~] : morally good 
; having or showing virtue ■ a virtuous man/woman ■ virtuous 
behavior/conduct ■ She felt that she had made a virtuous de¬ 
cision by donating the money to charity. 

— vir-tu-ous-ly adv ■ He tried to live virtuously. — vir-tu- 
ous-ness noun [noncount] • I admire her virtuousness. 

Vir-U-lent /'viralant/ adj [more most ~] 

1 a ; full of hate or anger ■ virulent racists/racism b : ex¬ 
tremely or excessively harsh or strong ■ virulent criticism/re¬ 
marks ■ The country seemed to be returning to the virulent 
nationalism of its past. 

2 : extremely dangerous and deadly and usually spreading 
very quickly ■ a virulent disease/infection 

— vir-u-lence /'viralans/ noun [noncount] ■ the virulence of a 
particular strain of the disease ■ The virulence of the pro¬ 
test was surprising. — vir-u-lent-ly adv ■ a virulently racist 
comment ■ She virulently opposes the proposed new law. 

vi-rus /'vairas/ noun, pi -rus-es [count] 

1 : an extremely small living thing that causes a disease and 
that spreads from one person or animal to another ■ the 
AIDS virus = the virus that causes AIDS ■ Is the illness caused 
by bacteria or a virus 7 

2 : a disease or illness caused by a virus : a viral disease ■ I 
think I have the virus that’s going around this winter. ■ a 
stomach virus 

3 computers : a program that is designed to harm a comput¬ 
er by deleting data, ruining files, etc., and that can be spread 
secretly from one computer to another ■ The software 
checks your hard drive for viruses. 

vi-sa /'viiza/ noun, pi -sas [count] : an official mark or 
stamp on a passport that allows someone to enter or leave a 
country usually for a particular reason ■ a work/student visa 
• exit visas [=visas that let you leave your own country] 
vis-age /Vracfe/ noun, pi -ag-es [count] literary : a person’s 
face ■ his smiling visage 


vis-cera /'visara/ noun [plural] medical : the organs (such as 
the heart, liver, and lungs) inside the main part of the body 
vis-cer-al /'visaral/ adj 

1 [more most ~] literary : coming from strong emotions 
and not from logic or reason ■ visceral hatred ■ Her visceral 
reaction was to curse at the other driver. 

2 medical : of or relating to the viscera ■ visceral tissues 

— vis-cer-al-ly adv ■ They responded viscerally to the criti¬ 
cism. 

viS-COUnt /'vai.kaunt/ noun, pi -counts [count] : a man 
who is a member of the British nobility and who ranks below 
an earl and above a baron 

vis-count-ess /'vai,kauntas/ noun, pi -ess-es [count] 

1 : the wife or widow of a viscount 

2 : a woman who has the rank of a viscount 

vis-COUS /'viskas/ adj [more most ~] of a liquid : thick or 

sticky : not flowing easily ■ viscous liquids 

— vis-COS-i-ty/vi'ska:sati//ioM« [noncount] ■ a liquid with a 
high/low viscosity 

vise ( US) or Brit vice /'vais/ noun, pi vis-es [count] : a tool 
that is usually attached to a table and that has two flat parts 
that can be opened and closed by a screw or lever in order to 
hold something (such as a piece of wood) very firmly — see 
picture at carpentry 

— vise-like ( US) or Brit vice-like /'vais.laik/ adj [more 
most ~] ■ He had a viselike [=very firm] grip on my arm. 

vis-i-bil-i-ty ^viza'bilati/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the ability to see or be seen ■ Joggers should wear light- 
colored clothes to increase their visibility. [=to make it easier 
for people to see them] — used especially to describe how 
far you are able to see because of weather conditions, dark¬ 
ness, etc. ■ It was a clear day with good visibility. [=a day 
when you could see a long distance because the air was 
clear] ■ flying/driving under conditions of poor/low/reduced 
visibility ■ The fog was very heavy and visibility was down to a 
few feet. 

2 : the quality or state of being known to the public ■ The ex¬ 
tra publicity helped to increase the company’s visibility. 

viS-i-ble /'vizabal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : able to be seen ■ The ship was not visible through the fog. 

■ The ship was barely/clearly visible. ■ The patient showed no 
visible symptoms. ■ stars visible to the naked eye [=able to be 
seen without special equipment] — opposite invisible 

2 : easily seen or understood : obvious ■ There was a visible 
change in his mood. ■ She has no visible means of support. 
[=she had no obvious source of money, such as a job] 

3 : known to or noticed by the public ■ They played a highly 
visible role in the negotiations. ■ a highly visible politician 

— vis-i-bly /'vizabli/ adv ■ He was visibly upset/excited. 
vi-sion /'vi 3 an/ noun, pi -sions 

1 [noncount] : the ability to see : sight or eyesight ■ She has 
good/poor vision. ■ She has normal vision. = She has 20/20 vi¬ 
sion. ■ impaired/blurred vision ■ a vision test ■ vision problems 

■ The pole was right in my line of vision. [=the area in front 
of my eyes] — see also field of vision, tunnel vision 

2 [count] : something that you imagine : a picture that you 
see in your mind ■ We had visions of fame and fortune. ■ the 
architect’s vision for the new building ■ She had a clear vision 
of what she wanted to do. 

3 [count] : something that you see or dream especially as 
part of a religious or supernatural experience ■ He had a vi¬ 
sion of Christ. ■ The idea came to me in a vision. 

4 : a clear idea about what should happen or be done in the 
future [noncount] The job requires a leader with vision, 
[count] a leader with a vision of/for the future ■ They had two 
very different visions for the company. 

5 [count]: a beautiful person or thing : a lovely sight — used 
especially of a woman ■ She was a vision in white. ■ a vision of 
beauty 

6 [noncount] Brit : the picture that is shown on a television 
or in a film ■ technology that provides the very best in sound 
and vision 

vision clears see 2 clear 
1 vi-Sion-ary /'visa^eri, Brit 'vi33nri/ acfj 

1 [more most ~] a : having or showing clear ideas about 
what should happen or be done in the future • She is known 
as a visionary leader. ■ visionary leadership b : having or 
showing a powerful imagination ■ a visionary poet 

2 : of or relating to something that is seen or imagined in a 
dream or vision (sense 3) • He had a visionary experience. 

2 visionary noun, pi -ar-ies [count] 
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1 a : a person who has clear ideas about what should hap¬ 
pen or be done in the future ■ She’s a visionary in her field. ■ a 
political visionary b : a person who has a powerful imagina¬ 
tion ■ an artistic visionary 

2 : a person who sees visions (sense 3) 

1 vis»it /'vizat/ verb -its; -it*ed; -it-ing 

1 a : to go somewhere to spend time with (someone, such as 
a friend or relative) [+ obj\ She is visiting her aunt in New 
York, [no obj] When are you coming to visit ? — often used + 
with in U.S. English ■ She is visiting with her aunt in New 
York, b [+ obj] : to go somewhere to see and talk to (some¬ 
one) in an official way or as part of your job ■ He is visiting a 
client in Phoenix. C [+ obj\ : to go to see (a doctor, dentist, 
etc.) ■ She visits her doctor regularly. 

2 [+ obj] : to go to (a place) for pleasure, as part of your job, 
etc. ■ We visited the zoo. ■ I would like to visit Rome someday. 
■ City officials visited the building site. ■ Our town was once 
visited by the President. 

3 [+ obj\ : to go to (a Web site) on the Internet • Be sure to 
visit our Web site. 

visit on/upon [phrasal verb] visit (something) on/upon 
(someone) formal + old-fashioned : to punish (someone) 
with (something) ■ The Lord visited a plague upon the city. 
■*> The saying the sins of the fathers are visited upon the 
children means that children often suffer for the bad 
things their parents do. 

visit with [phrasal verb] visit with (someone) US : to spend 
time talking informally with (someone) ■ I had a chance to 
visit with her for a few minutes after the meeting. — see 
also ‘visit la (above) 

2 Visit noun, pi -its [count] 

1 : an occasion when someone goes to a place to see and talk 
to someone for usually a brief time ■ We had a visit from the 
company president. ■ Our son came home for a visit. • He 
paid a visit to his parents. = He paid his parents a visit. [=he 
visited his parents] 

2 a : an occasion when someone goes to a place for plea¬ 
sure, as part of a job, to do something, etc. ■ Have you been 
here before, or is this your first visit ? — often + to ■ Is this 
your first visit to the U.S.? ■ The President will make a state 
visit to China. ■ a recent visit to the doctor’s office ■ He made 
several visits [=trips\ to the bathroom, b : an occasion when 
you are staying in a hotel, motel, etc. ■ We hope you enjoy 
your visit. [=stay] 

3 US : an occasion when you spend time talking informally 
with someone ■ We had a nice visit after the meeting. — of¬ 
ten + with ■ I had a nice visit with her after the meeting. 

vis-i'ta-tion /^iza'teijon /noun, pi -tlons 

1 [noncount] law : the act of visiting your children or the 
right to visit your children after you are divorced and while 
they are living with their other parent ■ supervised visitation ■ 
He has visitation rights on the weekends. 

2 [count, noncount] formal: an official visit by an important 
person especially to look at or inspect something • the visita¬ 
tion of a diocese by a bishop 

3 [count] US : a time before a dead person is buried when 
people may view the body ■ Visitation is from 8:00 to 10:00 
a.m. 

4 : an occurrence when something supernatural (such as a 
ghost or an angel) appears to someone [count] ghostly visita¬ 
tions [noncount] visitation by ghosts 

5 [count] formal + old-fashioned : a bad thing that happens 
and is believed to be punishment from God ■ a visitation of 
the plague upon the city 

vis-it-ing /'vizatiq/ adj 

1 — used to describe someone (such as a teacher) who goes 
to work for a limited time at a different school, college, etc. ■ 
a visiting teacher/professor 

2 sports : playing on the field or court of an opponent ■ the 
visiting team 

visiting card noun, pi ~ cards [count] Brit : calling 
card 2 

vis-i-tor /'vizate/ noun, pi -tors [count] : someone who vis- 
its a person or place ■ We are expecting visitors. ■ The muse¬ 
um gets visitors from all over the world. ■ Visitors to the of¬ 
fice must sign in at the desk. • There's a visitor waiting for 
vou in the lobby. 

Vl-SOr /'vaizcj 1 / noun, pi -sors [count] 

1 : a piece on the front of a helmet that you can pull down to 
protect your face 

2 US : the part of a hat or cap that sticks out in front to pro¬ 
tect or shade your eyes — see picture at HAT 


3 : a flat, stiff piece of material on the inside of a car above 
the windshield that you can pull down to keep sunlight from 
shining in your eyes — see picture at CAR 
vis-ta /'vista/ noun, pi -tas [count] 

1 : a large and beautiful view of an area of land or water ■ 
colorful mountain vistas 

2 : a large number of things that may be possible in the fu¬ 
ture ■ Computers have opened up (whole) new vistas for sci¬ 
entific research. 

1 vi-SU-al /'vi33wal/ adj \ relating to seeing or to the eyes ■ a vi¬ 
sual impairment ■ visual perception ■ color, shape, and other 
visual attributes ■ She appreciates the visual arts such as 
painting and film. ■ the movie’s visual effects • Maps are a vi¬ 
sual tool for learning. 

— vi*su*aMy adv ■ people who are visually impaired ^peo¬ 
ple who cannot see well] 

2 visual noun, pi -als [count] : something you look at (such as 
a picture, chart, or film) that is used to make something 
more appealing or easier to understand ■ Should I include 
some visuals in my presentation? ■ a film director known for 
his powerful/stunning visuals 

visual aid noun, pi ~ aids [count] : something you look at 
(such as a chart or film) that is used to make something eas¬ 
ier to understand 

visual field noun, pi fields [count ]: field of vision 
vi-SU-al-ize also Brit vi»su*aMse /'vi33W9,laiz/ verb -iz- 
es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] : to form a mental picture of 
(someone or something) : imagine • She tried to visualize 
the scene he was describing. ■ I can't visualize him as a par¬ 
ent. = It’s hard to visualize him as a parent. ■ Before you 
swing, visualize yourself hitting the ball. 

— vi-su-al-i-za-tion also Brit vi*su*al-i-sa-tion /,vi33W3- 
b'zeijan, Brit (Visawa^ai'zeijan/ noun, pi -tions [count, 
noncount] 

vi-ta /*vi:t3/ noun, pi vi»tae /'vi:,tai/ [count] US : curricu¬ 
lum VITAE 
vi-tal /'vaitl/ adj 

1 [more —; most ]: extremely important: crucial ■ These 
matters are vital to national defense. ■ He played a vital [=key] 
role in guiding the project. ■ The sciences are a vital part of 
the school curriculum. ■ It is vital that you follow all safety 
procedures. = It is of vital importance that you follow all 
safety procedures. 

2 always used before a noun : needed by your body in order 
to keep living ■ your heart, lungs, and other vital organs 

— see also vital signs 

3 [more most —]: very lively or energetic ■ Exercise keeps 
her young and vital. ■ Their music stills seems fresh and vital 
after all these years. 

— vbtaMy adv • A strong job market is vitally important to 
the economy. 

vi-tal-i-ty /vai'tsebti/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a lively or energetic quality ■ the vitality of youth ■ A 
shopping district would bring new vitality [-life] to the down¬ 
town area. • Her prose is full of vitality. • His performance 
lacked vitality. 

2 : the power or ability of something to continue to live, be 
successful, etc. ■ These scandals could threaten the vitality of 
the sport. ■ the economic vitality of our cities 

vl*tal*ize /'vait9,laiz/ verb -iz*es; -Ized; -iz>lng [+ obj] 
chiefly US : to give life or energy to (something) ■ They be¬ 
lieve that cutting taxes will vitalize [-revitalize] the economy, 
vi'tals /'vaitlz/ noun [plural] 

1 old-fashioned : the organs of the body (such as the heart, 
lungs, and liver) that are needed in order to keep living — 
sometimes used figuratively ■ the corruption that is gnawing 
at the vitals of the government 

2 US, informal : vital signs ■ The nurse checked the pa¬ 
tient's vitals. 

vital signs noun [plural] : important body functions (such 
as breathing and heartbeat) that are measured to see if some¬ 
one is ajive or healthy ■ The patient’s vital signs were normal. 
vi*ta*min /'vaitaman, Brit 'vitaman/ noun, pi -mins [count] 

1 : a natural substance that is usually found in foods and 
that helps your body to be healthy • This cereal contains es¬ 
sential vitamins and minerals. ■ vitamin pills ^ Most vitamins 
are named by letters. ■ Oranges are a good source of vitamin 
C. ■ Milk contains vitamin D. 

2 : a pill containing vitamins • Did you remember to take 
your vitamin ? 

Vitamin Bi /-'bii'wAn/ noun [noncount] : thiamin 
vitamin B 2 /-'bi:'tu:/ noun [noncount] : riboflavin 
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vi*ti*ate /'vij^eit/ verb -ates; -at-ed; -at-ing [+ obj] formal 
: to make (something) less effective : to ruin or spoil (some¬ 
thing) ■ The impact of the film was vitiated by poor acting. 
Vit«ri«Ol /'vitrijal/ noun [noncount] formal : harsh and angry 
words ■ His speech was full of political vitriol. 

— vit-ri-ol-ic /,vrtri'a:lik/ adj [more most ~] ■ She 
launched a vitriolic attack against us. ■ a vitriolic debate 

Vit-tleS /'vitjz/ noun [plural] US, informal + humorous : food 
and drink : victuals ■ I'll cook up some vittles. 
vi*tll*per*a*tion /va^tmpa'reijan, Brit va^tjuipa'reijan/ 
noun [noncount] formal : harsh and angry criticism ■ their vi¬ 
tuperation against/of the president ■ Voters are tired of all the 
vituperation in this campaign. 

— vi*tu*per*a*tive /vai'tu.parativ, Brit vai'tjurparativ/ adj 
[more most ~] ■ vituperative comments/remarks 

1 vi*va /‘viiva/ interj — used to show that you support or ap¬ 
prove of someone or something ■ Viva America! ^ Viva 
comes from Italian and Spanish, where it means “long live.” 
2 vi*va /‘vaiva/ noun, pi vi-vas [count] Brit : 2 viva voce 
vi«va*ciOLJS /va'veijas/ adj [more most —] : happy and 
lively in a way that is attractive — used especially of a wom¬ 
an ■ She has a vivacious personality. ■ his vivacious wife 

— vi-va*cious*ly adv • She greeted us vivaciously. — vi»va- 
cious-ness noun [noncount] — vi-vac-i-ty /va’vsesati/ 
noun [noncount] ■ her natural vivacity 

1 vi»va VO*ce Avaiva'vousi/ adj : spoken rather than written 
: oral • a viva voce examination 

— viva voce adv 

2 viva VOCe noun, pi ~ voces [count] Brit : an oral examina¬ 
tion given at a British university — called also viva 
viv-id /'vivad/ adj [more ~/ most ~] 

1 of a picture, memory, etc. : seeming like real life because it 
is very clear, bright, or detailed ■ He gave a vivid description 
of the scene. ■ The book includes many vivid illustrations. ■ 
The dream was very vivid. ■ She could remember the dream 
in vivid detail. *■> If you have a vivid imagination, you can 
imagine things that are not real very clearly and easily. 

2 : very bright in color ■ The fabric was dyed a vivid red. 

— viv*icHy adv ■ I remember the incident vividly. * a vividly 
illustrated book — viv-id-ness noun [noncount] 

viv-i-fy /'viv3,fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing [+ obj] chiefly US 
: to make (someone or something) more lively or vivid ■ de¬ 
tails that vivify the narrative 

vivi-sec«tion Aviva'sckjan/ noun [noncount] : the activity 
or practice of doing scientific or medical experiments on live 
animals 

vix«en /'viksan/ noun, pi -ens [count] 

1 : a female fox 

2 old-fashioned : an angry and unpleasant woman : shrew 

3 informal : a sexually attractive woman ■ Hollywood vixens 
Viz /'viz/ adv — used before something that you are giving as 

an example ■ She limited her suggestions to the subjects she 
knows best, viz [=namely], layout and typography. 

VJ /'vi:,d$ei/ noun, pi VJs [count] : veejay 
V— neck /'vi:,nek/ noun, pi -necks [count] : a shirt, sweater, 
etc., with a neck that has an opening shaped like the letter V 
■ He wore a cotton V-neck. ■ a V-neck sweater; also : the neck 
opening itself ■ a sweater with a V-neck 

— V— necked /'viiinekt/ adj, always used before a noun ■ a 
V-necked sweater 

VO-Cab'U-lary /vou'k£ebj3,leri, Brit vau'kaebjalari/ noun, pi 

-lar-ies 

1 [count] : the words that make up a language ■ the basic vo¬ 
cabulary of English 

2 : all of the words known and used by a person [noncount] 
She has learned a lot of new vocabulary, [count] He has a 
large/wide vocabulary. [=he knows and uses many words] ■ 
He has a somewhat limited vocabulary. ■ Reading helped to 
expand/improve her vocabulary. ■ Our passive vocabulary 
[=the words we understand] is larger than our active vocabu¬ 
lary. [=the words we use ourselves] — sometimes used in an 
exaggerated way to make a forceful statement • (The word) 
“Quit” is not in my vocabulary. [=1 will not quit; I refuse to 
quit] 

3 [count, noncount] : words that are related to a particular 
subject • the vocabulary of the art world ■ The Internet has 
given us a whole new vocabulary. 

4 [count, noncount] : a set of forms or elements that are used 
for expression in an art, in music, etc. ■ a rich musical vocab¬ 
ulary ■ architectural vocabulary 

VO*cal /'voukal/ adj 


1 : of, relating to, or produced by the voice ■ vocal sounds ■ 
the vocal organs [=the tongue, larynx, etc.] ■ vocal music 
[=music that is sung] ■ music with vocal and instrumental 
parts ■ vocal harmonies ■ a male vocal group [=a group of 
male singers] 

2 [more most ~] : expressing opinions in a public and 
forceful way : outspoken • She is a vocal critic of the new 
law. ■ He was very vocal in his criticism/support of me. 

— vo-caMy adv ■ She was vocally opposed to the new law. 
VOCal COrdS noun [plural] : the thin pieces of folded tissue 

in your throat that help you to make sounds with your voice 
VO-caMst /'voukahst/ noun, pi -ists [count] : singer ■ a 
pop vocalist 

VO-cal*ize also Brit vo*cal>ise /'vouk3,Iaiz/ verb -iz-es; 
-ized; -iz-ing formal 

1 [+ obj] : to express (something) by speaking words ■ vocal¬ 
izing your thoughts/feelings 

2 : to make a sound with the voice [no obj] The male bird 
vocalizes to attract a mate. [+ obj] a baby vocalizing sounds 

— vo-cal-i-za-tion also Brit vo*cal-i*sa«tion /.voukala- 
'zeifan, Brit ,v3uk3,lai'zeij'3n/ noun [count, noncount] 

VOCalS /'voukalz/ noun [plural] : the parts of a piece of mu¬ 
sic that are sung ■ He played the guitar while I sang (the) vo¬ 
cals. ■ The album features my sister on vocals. 

VO‘Ca*tion /vou'keijan/ noun, pi -tions 

1 [count] : a strong desire to spend your life doing a certain 
kind of work (such as religious work) ■ It was her vocation 
[=calling] to be a teacher. ■ This isn’t just a job for me; it’s a 
vocation. ■ people who follow a religious vocation • He never 
felt a real sense of vocation. 

2 : the work that a person does or should be doing [count] 
his chosen vocation [= occupation] ■ She discovered architec¬ 
ture as her true vocation [=calling] while in college. ■ He feels 
he missed his vocation [=did not have the career he should 
have] by not becoming a doctor, [noncount] I’m a carpenter 
by vocation, but my hobby is painting. 

vo-ca-tion-al /vou'keijan]/ adj ‘ relating to the special 
skills, training, etc., that you need for a particular job or oc¬ 
cupation ■ vocational prograins/courses ■ He went to a voca¬ 
tional school [=(t/.S) trade school] to learn auto repair. 
VO-cif-er-OUS /vou'sifaras/ adj [more —v most ~] : express¬ 
ing feelings or opinions in a very loud or forceful way ■ He is 
her most vociferous critic/opponent. ■ He was vociferous in 
his support of the proposal. ■ a vociferous debate : expressed 
in a very loud or forceful way • vociferous disagreement ■ The 
decision was made over their vociferous objections. 

— vo-cif-er«ous*ly adv ■ They applauded/objected vocifer¬ 
ously. 

VOd*ka /'vaidka/ noun, pi -kas [count, noncount] : a strong, 
clear alcoholic drink that is originally from Russia 
vogue /'voug/ noun, pi vogues : something (such as a way 
of dressing or behaving) that is fashionable or popular in a 
particular time and place [count] the latest vogues ■ the new/ 
current vogue for scarves ■ His art seems to be enjoying a 
vogue these days, [noncount] Short skirts are in vogue right 
now. = Short skirts are (all) the vogue right now. ■ When did 
Thai food come into vogue ? ■ That style went/fell out of 
vogue years ago. 

— vogue adj, always used before a noun • a vogue word/ 
phrase [=a word/phrase that is popular for a period of 
time] 

1 voice /'vois/ noun, pi voic-es 

1 : the sounds that you make with your mouth and throat 
when you are speaking, singing, etc. [count] He has a deep 
voice. ■ a loud/booming voice ■ a high/shrill voice ■ her small/ 
timid voice • “Can we speak privately?” she said in a low/ 
soft/quiet voice. • My teenage son’s voice is beginning to 
change/break. [=it is beginning to sound deeper like a man’s 
voice] ■ Her voice was breaking [=it was changing in sound 
because of emotion] as she said goodbye. ■ a voice on the ra¬ 
dio ■ We heard voices coming from the next room. ■ She does 
the voices for several cartoon characters. ■ Please keep your 
voice down. [=please speak quietly] ■ Please lower your 
voice. [=please speak more quietly] ■ Father was stem, but he 
never raised his voice. [=spoke loudly or harshly] ■ She was 
yelling at the top of her voice. [=as loudly as she could] 
[noncount] I don’t like your tone of voice. [=the way you are 
speaking to me] 

2 a [noncount]: the ability to speak ■ I shouted so much that 
I lost my voice, b [count] : the ability to sing ■ She has a ter- 
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rific voice. • He was in good voice l=able to sing well] for his 
recital. 

3 a [singular] : a right or way to express your wishes, opin¬ 
ions, etc. ■ The students complained that they had no voice 
[=sa>>] in school affairs. ■ Town meetings give people a voice 
in local politics, b [count] : a wish, opinion, etc., that you 
express openly or publicly ■ Listen to the voice of the people. 
■ Please vote and make your voices heard! C [count] : a 
thought or feeling that comes to you especially when you do 
not expect it ■ A little voice in my head told me not to trust 
him. ■ You must learn to trust your inner voice, d [count] : a 
person who expresses a wish, opinion, etc. ■ A few voices in 
the crowd expressed displeasure. ■ She was the voice of rea¬ 
son in our group. [=she stopped us from doing foolish 
things] 

4 [count] grammar : a verb form that shows whether the sub¬ 
ject of a sentence does or receives the action of the verb *$• In 
the active voice, the subject of the sentence does the action. ■ 
“I found a quarter” is in the active voice. In the passive voice, 
the subject of the sentence receives the action. ■ "He was 
found by the police” is in the passive voice. 

find your voice see ‘find 

to give voice to formal : to express (a thought, feeling, etc.) 

to someone ■ Therapy allowed her to give voice to her fears. 
with one voice — used to say that all the people in a group 
say the same thing together, express the same opinion, etc. 
• When asked if they wanted to help, they answered with 
one voice “Yes!” • They spoke with one voice on the need to 
reduce taxes. [=they all agreed about the need to reduce 
taxes] 

2 VOice verb voices: voiced; voic-ing [+ obj] : to express 
(something) in words - He voiced concern about safety is¬ 
sues. [=he said that he felt concern about safety issues] ■ The 
senator angrily voiced his objection to the bill, 
voice box noun, pi ~ boxes [count] : the part of the throat 
that contains the vocal cords : larynx 

voiced adj 

1 : having a voice of a particular kind — used in combina¬ 
tion ■ A deep -voiced man answered the phone. 

2 technical, of a sound : made by moving your vocal cords ■ 
"M” is a voiced consonant. — opposite voiceless 

voiceless /'voislas/ adj 

1 : not large or powerful enough to be noticed by the gov¬ 
ernment, the media, etc. ■ a voiceless minority 

2 technical, of a sound : made without moving your vocal 
cords ■ “S” is a voiceless consonant. — opposite voiced 

voice mail noun,pi ~ malls [noncount]: a system in which 
callers can leave recorded messages for you over the tele¬ 
phone ■ Just leave a message on my voice mail.', also [count] 
: a message left using this system ■ I left her a voice mail. ■ 
You have two new voice mails. ■ a voice-mail message 
voice-over /'vois,ouv^/ noun, pi -overs [count] : words 
that are spoken in a movie or television program by a person 
who is not seen • He does a lot of voice-overs [= narration] for 
commercials. 

1 VOid /'void/ adj 

1 law : having no legal force or effect • The contract is void. ■ 
This sales offer is void where prohibited by law. — often 
used in the phrase null and void • The law was declared null 
and void. 

2 formal : not containing anything : empty ■ a void space 
void of : not having (something that is expected or wanted) 

: completely lacking (something) ■ a book void of [-devoid 
of] interest ■ He is void of charm. [=he has no charm] 

2 VO id noun, pi voids [count] : a large empty space ■ the great 
voids between galaxies — often used figuratively ■ After she 
left, there was a void in my life. • When he retires, it will be 
hard to find someone to fill the void. 

3 VOid verb voids; void-ed; voiding [+ obj] law : to make 
(something) invalid : to say that (something) is no longer in 
effect ■ The judge voided the contract. • Any unauthorized 
repairs will void the warranty. 

— void-able /'voidabal/ adj , law ■ a voidable contract 
voi-la or VOi-la /vwa'la:/ interj — used when something is 
being presented or shown to someone • “ Voilal ” said the ma¬ 
gician as he pulled a rabbit from the hat. ■ Add a little oil and 
vinegar to the lettuce, and voild —you have an easy salad, 
voile /'vojal/ noun [noncount] : a soft, light fabric that you 
can see through slightly and that is used for making curtains, 
^ummer clothes, etc. 

VOl. abbr volume — used in titles ■ The Works of Shake¬ 
speare, Vol. I 


1 VOl-a-tile /'vailatal, Brit 'vDl3,taj3l/ adj [more most ~] 

1 a : likely to change in a very sudden or extreme way ■ The 
stock market can be very volatile, b : having or showing ex¬ 
treme or sudden changes of emotion ■ She is a volatile wom¬ 
an. ■ He has a very volatile temper. [=he gets angry very sud¬ 
denly and violently] 

2 : likely to become dangerous or out of control ■ The pro¬ 
tests are increasing, creating a volatile situation in the capi¬ 
tal. 

3 technical : easily becoming a gas at a fairly low tempera¬ 
ture ■ a volatile solvent ■ highly volatile compounds 

— vol-a-til-i-ty /,va:l3'til3ti/ noun [noncount] 

2 VOlatile noun, pi -tiles [count] technical : a chemical or com¬ 
pound that changes into a gas easily 

vol-ca-nic /vaJ'kaenik/ adj 

1 : of, relating to, or produced by a volcano ■ a volcanic 
eruption ■ volcanic ash/rock ■ volcanic activity 

2 [more most ~] informal : very angry or violent ■ a volca¬ 
nic temper ■ volcanic emotions/rages 

vol-ca-no /val'kemou/ noun, pi -noes or -nos [count] : a 
mountain with a hole in the top or side that sometimes sends 
out rocks, ash, lava, etc., in a sudden explosion (called an 
eruption) ■ The volcano last erupted 25 years ago. ■ an active 
volcano [=a volcano that could erupt at any time or that is 
erupting now] ■ a dormant volcano [=a volcano that is not 
currently active] ■ an extinct volcano [=a volcano that does 
not erupt anymore] 

vole /'voul/ noun, pi voles [count] : a small animal like a 
mouse that usually lives underground and that can be harm¬ 
ful to crops and gardens 

VO-li-tion /vou'lijan/ noun [noncount] formal : the power to 
make your own choices or decisions ■ He left the company of 
his own volition, [-voluntarily, willingly. ; he left because he 
wanted to, not because he was forced to] 

— vo-ll-tion-al /vou'lijanl/ adj ■ volitional acts 
1 VOl-ley /'va:li/ noun, pi -leys [count] 

1 sports : a shot or kick made by hitting a ball before it 
touches the ground ■ ( tennis ) She won the point with a back¬ 
hand volley. — compare ground stroke 

2 : a large number of bullets, arrows, stones, etc., that are 
shot or thrown at the same time ■ The tank was hit by a vol¬ 
ley of bullets. • a volley of arrows 

3 : a lot of comments, questions, etc., that are directed at a 
person very quickly ■ She was overwhelmed by a volley of 
questions from the press. ■ a volley of criticism 

2 VOlley verb -leys; -leyed; -ley-ing [+ obj] sports : to hit (a 
ball) while it is in the air and before it touches the ground ■ 
She volleyed the shot over the net. 

VOMey*ball /'va:li,ba:l/ noun,pi- balls 

1 [noncount] : a game in which two teams of players hit a 
large ball back and forth over a high net 

2 [count] : the ball used to play volleyball — see picture at 
ball 

VOlt /'voult/ noun, pi volts [count] : a unit for measuring the 
force of an electrical current ■ 15 volts of electricity ■ a nine- 
volt battery — abbr. V 

VOlt-age /'voulticfc/ noun, pi -ag-es : the force of an electri¬ 
cal current that is measured in volts [noncount] We mea¬ 
sured the change in voltage across the circuit. ■ a high -voltage 
area [count] high voltages 

VOlte—face /,va:lt'fa:s/ noun [singular] chiefly Brit, formal 
: a complete change of attitude or opinion : about-face ■ 
They did a sudden volte-face. 

VOlt-me-ter /'voult, mi:t?/ noun, pi -ters [count] : a device 
that measures voltage 

VOl-U-ble /'vailjabal/ adj [more most —] formal : talking a 
lot in an energetic and rapid way ■ a voluble host 

— vol-u-bly /'vailjabli/ adv 
vol-ume /'va:l,ju.m/ noun, pi -limes 

1 a [noncount] : the amount of sound that is produced by a 
television, radio, stereo, etc. ■ The volume is too loud. ■ Can 
you turn the volume up/down? ■ playing music at full/top/ 
high/low volume • This knob controls volume, b [count] : a 
knob, lever, etc., that controls the amount of sound some¬ 
thing makes ■ She fiddled with the volume on the stereo. 

2 : an amount of something [count] a high/low/large/small 
volume of sales ■ Huge volumes of park visitors come through 
every weekend, [noncount] an increase in traffic volume 

3 : the amount of space that is filled by something [count] 
The box has a volume of three cubic meters, [noncount] We 
measure the items by weight, not by volume. 

4 [count] a : a book ■ This thin little volume is a delightful 
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read, b : a book that is part of a series or set of books ■ a 
long novel that was published in three volumes ■ The first vol¬ 
ume of the series was disappointing, but I hear the second 
volume is better. C : one of the magazines, newspapers, etc., 
in a series ■ The article appears in volume 19, number 4. 
speak volumes : to provide a lot of information about 
something : to show something very clearly • The compa¬ 
ny’s decision to ignore the problem speaks volumes [=says a 
lot] about its lack of leadership, 
vo-lu-mi-nous /va'luimanas/ acjj [more most ~], formal 

1 a : very large : containing a lot of space ■ a voluminous 
room ■ the building's high ceilings and voluminous spaces b 
of clothing : using large amounts of fabric : very full ■ a volu¬ 
minous skirt 

2 : having very many words or pages ■ They carried on a vo¬ 
luminous correspondence. [=they wrote many long letters to 
each other] ■ a voluminous report ■ a writer of voluminous 
output 

— vo*lu*mi*nous*ly adv • He wrote voluminously. 

VOl•unitary /'vailan.teri, Brit 'votontri/ adj 

1 : done or given because you want to and not because you 
are forced to : done or given by choice ■ a voluntary agree¬ 
ment/decision ■ voluntary retirement ■ voluntary donations ■ 
Participation in the program is completely voluntary. ■ He 
was charged with voluntaiy manslaughter. — opposite in¬ 
voluntary 

2 a : provided or supported by people who do work without 
being paid ■ a voluntary [ =volunteer] association/organization 
b : doing work without being paid ■ She works for the char¬ 
ity on a voluntary basis. [=she works as a volunteer for the 
charity] ■ (chiefly Brit) Several voluntary workers [= volun¬ 
teers ] help out at the nursing home. 

3 : able to be controlled consciously ■ voluntary bodily 
movements ■ the voluntary muscles that control urination 
-opposite INVOLUNTARY 

— vol-un-tari-ly /(Va.lan’terali, Brit 'volantrali/ adv ■ They 
voluntarily submitted to the testing. ■ Her confession was 
made voluntarily. 

1 VOl-lin-teer /(Vailan’tia 1 / noun, pi -teers [count] : someone 
who does something without being forced to do it: such as 
a : a person who chooses to join the military b : a person 
who does work without getting paid to do it ■ Volunteers are 
needed to help with the bake sale. • The school was built by 
volunteers. 

2 volunteer verb -teers; -teered; -teening 

1 [no obj] a : to offer to do something without being forced 
to or without getting paid to do it ■ I volunteered to do the 
job. = I volunteered for the job. b : to choose to join the mil¬ 
itary ■ Our son volunteered for military service. 

2 [+ obj] : to give (something) without being forced to or 
without getting paid for it ■ I volunteered my services. ■ He 
would not volunteer any information about her whereabouts. 

3 [+ obj] : to say that someone will do something without 
asking if he or she wants to do it ■ I just found out that Mom 
volunteered me to babysit. [=that Mom said 1 would babysit 
without asking me if I wanted to] 

3 VOlunteer adj, always used before a noun : of, relating to, or 
done by volunteers • a volunteer army/organization ■ volun¬ 
teer work 

VO-llip-tU-OUS /va'iAptfawas/ adj [more most ~] 

1 of a woman : very attractive because of having large hips 
and breasts ■ a voluptuous movie star 

2 literary : giving pleasure to the senses ■ a voluptuous meal ■ 
voluptuous prose 

— vo-lup*tuous-ly adv - vo-lup-tu-ous-ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

1 VOm*it /'vaimat/ verb -its; -it*ed; -it«ing : to have the food, 
liquid, etc., that is in your stomach come out through your 
mouth because you are sick [no obj] I feel like I am going to 
vomit. [=(less formally) throw up] ■ The dog vomited on the 
floor. [+ obj] The patient was vomiting blood. 

2 VOmit noun [noncount] : the food, liquid, etc., that comes out 
of your body through your mouth when you vomit 
1 VOO-dOO /'vu:,du:/ noun [noncount] : a religion that is prac¬ 
ticed chiefly in Haiti People often associate voodoo with 
magic and spells. 

2 VOOdOO adj, always used before a noun 

1 : of or relating to voodoo ■ a voodoo priest ■ voodoo rituals 

2 chiefly US, disapproving : not at all sensible or achievable 
: extremely unrealistic ■ voodoo economics 

vo-ra-cious /va'reijas/ adj [more most ~] : having or 
showing a tendency to eat very large amounts of food ■ a vo¬ 


racious eater/predator ■ He has a voracious appetite. — of¬ 
ten used figuratively ■ I’m a voracious reader. ■ She has a vo¬ 
racious appetite for knowledge. 

— vo-ra-cious-ly adv ■ She ate voraciously. — vo*rac*i»ty 

/va'rsesati/ noun [noncount] 

VOr-tex /Voa^teks/ noun, pi vor*ti*ces /'voatejsiiz/ also 
vor*tex»es /'voa^teksaz/ [count] technical : a mass of spin¬ 
ning air, liquid, etc., that pulls things into its center — some¬ 
times used figuratively • He was caught in a swirling vortex of 
terror. 

VO-ta-ry /'voutori/ noun, pi -ries [count] formal + old- 
fashioned : a devoted follower of or believer in a religion, a 
cause, etc. ■ votaries of freedom 

1 vote /'voot/ verb votes; vot-ed; vot-ing 

1 [no obj] : to make an official choice for or against someone 
or something by casting a ballot, raising your hand, speaking 
your choice aloud, etc. ■ Citizens will vote today for their 
new governor. • Did you vote in the last election? ■ The com¬ 
mittee hasn’t yet voted on the matter. ■ She generally votes 
Republican/Democratic. • Congress voted 121 to 16 to pass 
the bill. • He voted against the proposal. • Most people voted 
forschool reform. = Most people voted In favor o/school re¬ 
form. 

2 [+ obj] : to make a decision about (someone or something) 
by voting: such as a : to make (something) legal by a vote ■ 

They voted the referendum into law. b : to choose (some¬ 
one or something) for an award by voting — usually used as 
(be) voted ■ He was voted Bachelor of the Year. C : to offi¬ 
cially agree to give (sojneone) something by voting ■ Senators 
voted themselves a pay raise despite the budget shortfall. 

3 [+ obj] : to suggest (something) for others to agree or dis¬ 
agree with ■ We have to decide what to do about dinner. 1 
vote that we get a pizza. 

vote down [phrasal verb] vote (something) down or vote 
down ( something ) : to defeat or reject (something) by vot¬ 
ing ■ The proposal was voted down, 
vote In [phrasal verb] vote (someone) in or vote in (someone) 

: to elect (someone) to an office or position • She was voted 
in (as vice president) last year. 
vote on/onto [phrasal verb] vote (someone) on/onto (some¬ 
thing) : to decide by a vote that (someone) will be allowed 
to become a member of (a group, team, etc.) ■ You have 
been voted onto the team. ■ She was voted on the commit¬ 
tee. 

vote out [phrasal verb] vote (someone) out or vote out 
(someone) : to decide by a vote that (someone) will no 
longer have an office or position • She was voted out (of of¬ 
fice) last year. 

vote with your feet : to show your dislike of a particular 
place or situation by leaving and going somewhere else ■ 
When the restaurant changed its menu, many former cus¬ 
tomers voted with their feet and stopped coming. 
vote with your wallet or US vote (with) your pocketbook 
1 : to vote in a way that helps you financially 2 : to show 
what you like and dislike by choosing where to shop and 
what to buy ■ If our customers don’t like our products, 
they will vote with their wallets. [=they will not buy our 
products] 

— voting noun [ noncount ] ■ The polls will open for voting at 
8:00. ■ Voting was heavy [=a lot of people voted] in the 5th 
Precinct. 

2 vote noun, pi votes 

1 a [count] : the official choice that you make in an election, 
meeting, etc., by casting a ballot, raising your hand, speaking 
your choice aloud, etc. ■ They are counting/tallying the votes 
now. ■ There are 20 votes in favor and 12 against. • He got 56 
percent of the votes. • She’s campaigning hard to raise money 
and win votes. ■ People waited in line to cast their votes “ I 
cast my vote for the Republican/Democratic candidate, b 
[singular] : the result of voting • The vote was in her favor. ■ 

She won by a vote of 206 to 57. 

2 the vote a : the legal right to vote ■ In 1920, American 
women won the vote, b : the whole group of people in an _ 
area who have the right to vote — usually used in the phrase [V 
get out the vote ■ Volunteers for his campaign helped get out 1 ’ 
the vote [=persuade people to go vote] on Election Day. c 

: the total number of votes made in an election ■ The candi¬ 
date won only 10 percent of the vote, d : a particular group 
of people who have the right to vote 'He tried to win the 
youth/Black/farm/business vote. 

3 [singular] : an occurrence in which a group of people make 
a decision about something by voting ■ Let’s take a vote. All 
those in favor say “aye.” ■ The issue never came to a vote - ■ 
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The referendum will be put to a vote. 

vote of confidence noun, pi votes of confidence 

[count] 

1 : a formal process in which people (such as the members 
of a legislature) vote in order to indicate whether or not they 
support a leader, government, etc. 

2 : a statement or action that shows continuing support and 
approval for someone ■ Many people say the coach should 
be fired, but he was given a vote of confidence by the team 
president this week. [=the team president said that he sup¬ 
ports and has confidence in the coachl 

vote of no confidence noun, pi votes of no confi¬ 
dence [count] : a formal vote by which people (such as the 
members of a legislature) indicate that they do not support a 
leader, government, etc. ■ He was forced to resign after a vote 
of no confidence by the board of directors. 

VOt-er /'vouta*/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who votes or 
who has the legal right to vote ■ minority voters • Less than 10 
percent of (the) voters favor the measure. ■ voter registration 
voting booth noun, pi ~ booths [count] chiefly US : a 
small, enclosed area in which a person stands while casting a 
vote — called also (Brit) polling booth 
voting machine noun, pi ~ -chines [count] : a machine 
that you use to cast a vote and that records and counts all of 
the votes made for each possible choice 
VO-tive /'voutiv/ adj, always used before a noun, formal 
: consisting of or expressing a religious vow, wish, or desire ■ 
a votive prayer : offered or performed as an expression of 
thanks or devotion to God • votive offerings 
votive candle noun, pi ~ -dies [count] : a small candle 
that is sometimes used in religious ceremonies 
vouch /'vautf/ verb vouch-es; vouched; vouching 
vouch for [phrasal verb] vouch for (someone or something) 
: to say that (someone or something) is honest, true, or 
good ■ I can vouch for the authenticity of the document. ■ 
We’ll vouch for him. He’s a good guy. 

VOUCh*er /'vautfa*/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a document that 
gives you the right to get something (such as a product or 
service) without paying for it ■ That item is out of stock, but 
we’ll give you a voucher for 10 percent off any other item in 
the store. ■ a travel voucher 

vouch-safe /.vautf'seif/ verb -safes; -safed; -saf-ing [+ 

obf]formal + old-fashioned : to give (something) to someone 
as a promise or a privilege ■ He vouchsafed the secret to only 
a few chosen disciples. 

1 VOW /'vau/ noun, pi vows [count] : a serious promise to do 
something or to behave in a certain way ■ The monks take a 
vow of silence/chastity/poverty. ■ marriage/wedding vows ■ 
The bride and groom exchanged vows. ■ The mayor made a 
vow to reduce crime. 

2 VOW verb VOWS; vowed; VOW-Ing [+ obj\ : to make a seri- 
ous promise to do something or to behave in a certain way 
— often followed by to + verb • The mayor vowed to reduce 
crime. ■ I vow to honor and cherish you all my days. — often 
+ that ■ I vowed that I would never lie to her again. 

VOW«el /'vawal/ noun, pi -els [count] 

1 ; a speech sound made with your mouth open and your 
tongue in the middle of your mouth not touching your teeth, 
lips, etc. 

2 : a letter (such as a, e, i, o, u, and sometimes y in English) 
that represents a vowel — compare consonant 

1 VOy«age /'vojicfe/ noun, pi -ag«es [count] : a long journey to 
a distant or unknown place especially over water or through 
outer space ■ The Titanic sank on her maiden voyage. • He 
wrote about his many voyages into the South Seas. ■ a 
manned voyage to Mars — often used figuratively ■ a spiritu¬ 
al voyage ■ a documentary on his voyage from rags to riches ■ 
a voyage of self-discovery 

2 VOyage verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition 
-ages; -aged; -ag«ing [no obj] : to take a long journey usu¬ 
ally by ship or boat ■ They voyaged to distant lands. ■ He 
spent his youth voyaging around the globe. 

VOy«ag«er /'vojicfeay noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who 
makes a long journey to a distant or unknown place espe¬ 
cially by ship or boat ■ Columbus and other voyagers who 
traveled to the New World 
voy-eur /voi'a*/ noun, pi -eurs [count] 


1 ; a person who gets sexual pleasure from secretly watching 
other people have sex 

2 ; a person who likes seeing and talking or writing about 
something that is considered to be private ■ political voyeurs 

— voy-eur-ism /voi'arizam/ noun [noncount] ■ the cheap 
voyeurism of reality television shows — voy«eur«is-tic 
/^oj^'istik/ adj [more most ~] ■ voyeuristic pleasures 

VP abbr vice president 
VR abbr virtual reality 

vroom /'vru:m/ noun [count] informal : the sound made by 
the engine of a car, truck, etc., when it is running very fast ■ 
the vrooms of engines being revved — often used as an inter¬ 
jection to imitate the sound of an engine ■ Vroom, vrooml 

- vroom verb vrooms; vroomed; vroom-ing [no obf] • 
We heard him vrooming around town on his motorcycle. 

VS or VS. abbr versus ■ It’ll be the Red Sox us. the Yankees in 
tonight’s game. ■ Brown us. Board of Education 
V sign noun, pi ~ signs [count] 

1 : a sign that is made by holding your hand up with your 
palm facing out and your index and middle fingers in a “V” 
shape and that is used to mean “victory” or “peace” 

2 Brit : a rude gesture that is made by holding your hand up 
with the palm facing you and the index and middle fingers in 
a “V”shape 

Vt abbr transitive verb 
Vt or VT abbr Vermont 

vul-ca*nized also Brit vul-ca*nised /'vAlka^aizd/ adj, 
technical, of rubber : treated with heat and chemicals to add 
strength and other useful qualities 

- vul-ca-ni-za-tion also Brit vul-ca-ni-sa-tion /.vAlka- 
na'zeijan ,VAlk3,nai'zeij3n/ noun [noncount] ■ the vulcani¬ 
zation of rubber 

vul-gar /'vAlga 1 / adj [more most ~] 

1 disapproving : not having or showing good manners, good 
taste, or politeness ■ He was a vulgar man. ■ She had a coarse, 
vulgar laugh. ■ vulgar table manners ■ a vulgar [-tasteless] dis¬ 
play of wealth ■ I will not tolerate such vulgar language in my 
home. ■ vulgar jokes 

2 : relating to the common people or the speech of common 
people ■ vulgar Latin 

— vul-gar-ly adv ■ vulgarly sexual jokes 
vul-gar-i'ty /,vAl'ger3ti/ noun, pi -ties 

1 [noncount] : the quality or state of not having good taste, 
manners, politeness, etc. ■ a comedian known for her vulgar¬ 
ity ■ I was shocked by the vulgarity of his language. 

2 [count] : something (such as a word) that is offensive or 
rude ■ He uttered a vulgarity and was silent. ■ We have a pol¬ 
icy against printing vulgarities in our magazine. 

vul*gar*ize also Brit vul*gar*ise /'vAlg9,raiz/ verb -iz-es; 
-ized; -iz-ing [+ obf] : to make (something) worse by mak¬ 
ing it less formal or more ordinary ■ The movie is a vulgarized 
version of the original story. 

- vul-gar-i-za-tion also Brit vul-gar-i-sa-tion /.vAlgara- 
'zeijan, Brit .VAlga^ai'zeiJan/ noun [noncount] 

VUl*ner«a-ble /'vAlnarabal /adj [more most ~] 

1 : easily hurt or harmed physically, mentally, or emotional¬ 
ly ■ a vulnerable young woman ■ He was very vulnerable after 
his divorce. — often + to ■ The patient will be more/most vul¬ 
nerable to infection immediately after surgery. 

2 : open to attack, harm, or damage • The troops were in a 
vulnerable position. ■ The fort was undefended and vulnera¬ 
ble. — often + to ■ Your computer is vulnerable to viruses. 

— vul-ner*a«bil’i-ty /^Alnara'bilati/ noun, pi -ties [count, 
noncount] 

vul-pine /'vAl.pain/ adj [more most ~\ formal: of, relat¬ 
ing to, or similar to a fox ■ a vulpine smile 
vul-ture /'vAltfay noun, pi -tures [count] 

1 : any one of several large birds that eat dead animals and 
have a small and featherless head — see color picture on 
page C9; see also turkey vulture 

2 disapproving : a person who tries to take advantage of 
someone who is in a very bad situation ■ As soon as they 
learned of his arrest, the media vultures started circling. 

VUl-va /'vaIvs/ noun, pi vul-vas or vul-vae /'vAl,vi:/ [count] 
: the parts of the female sexual organs that are on the out¬ 
side of the body 
Vying present participle of vie 
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1 W or W /"dAbalgju:/ noun, pi w’s or ws or W’s or Ws 
/*dAbdl,ju:z/ : the 23rd letter of the English alphabet [count] 
a word that starts with a w [noncount] a word that starts 
with 

2 W or W <z66r 1 watt « a 601^ light bulb 2 west, western ■ 
Merge onto Rt. 9 W. 3 width ■ The area of a rectangle is L x 
W. 

WA abbr Washington is an abbreviation for the U.S. 

state of Washington and is not used to refer to the city Wash¬ 
ington, D.C. 

wacko /'w£ekou/ noun, pi wack-os [count] US, informal : a 
person who is crazy or very strange and unusual ■ She’s nice 
but her sister’s a real wacko. 

— wacko adj [more most ~] ■ They have some wacko 
ideas. ■ His father’s wacko. [=wacky] 

wacky /'wzeki/ adj wack*i*er; -est [also more most ~] 
informal : amusing and very strange ■ wacky ideas ■ My 
wacky aunt takes a swim before the lake freezes every win¬ 
ter. ■ the wacky world of his imagination 

— wack-i-ness /'weekinas/ noun [noncount] 

1 wad /'ward/ noun, pi wads [count] 

1 : a small mass or ball of soft material — usually + of • 
Wads of crumpled paper littered the floor. ■ She spit a wad of 
gum into the trash. ■ a wad of cotton 

2 a : a thick roll or folded pile of paper money or papers — 
usually + of* She pulled a wad o/$20 bills out of her pocket. 

■ a wad of cash b US, informal: a large amount of money ■ 
He spent a wad on clothes. ■ They have wads of cash. [=lots 
of money] 

2 wad verb wads; wad-ded; wad-ding [+ obf\ chiefly US : to 
crush or press (something, such as paper) into a small, tight 
ball — usually + up* He wadded up the paper and threw it in 
the trash. ■ The sweater was wadded up in the bottom of the 
backpack. 

wad*ding /'waidirj/ noun [noncount] : a soft mass or sheet 
of material used to fill a space, protect something, etc. ■ cot¬ 
ton wadding 

wad-dle /'wa:d 1/ verb wad-dles; wad-died; wad-dltng 

[no obj] : to walk with short steps while moving from side to 
side like a duck ■ He waddled down the hallway. ■ A fat goose 
waddled across the yard. 

— waddle noun [singular] * She walked with a waddle. 
wade /'weid/ verb wades; wad-ed; wad-ing 

1 : to walk through water [no obj] We waded into the ocean. 

■ I jumped off the boat and waded back to shore. ■ (US) They 
took off their sandals and waded [=(Brit)paddled] at the edge 
of the pond. [+ obj] They waded the river. [=they crossed the 
river by walking through the water] 

2 a : to move or proceed with difficulty [no obj\ Police wad¬ 
ed into the crowd. ■ We waded through the crowded bus sta¬ 
tion. ■ It took several weeks to wade through all the evi¬ 
dence. [+ obj] We waded our way through the crowd, b [no 
obj] : to become involved in a discussion, situation, activity, 
etc., in a forceful, direct, or careless way — usually + in or 
into * Most politicians would have tried to avoid the subject, 
but he waded right in. ■ She waded right into their argument. 

wad*er /'weida 1 / noun, pi -ers 

1 waders [plural] : high waterproof boots or pants worn for 
walking or standing in deep water especially while fishing 

— see picture at fishing 

2 [count] : wading bird 

wading bird noun, pi ~ birds [count] : a bird with long 
legs (such as a heron) that finds its food in water — called 
also wader 

wading pool noun, pi pools [count] US : a shallow pool 
for children to play in — called also (Brit) paddling pool 
wa-fer /'weifay noun, pi -fers [count] 

1 : a thin, crisp cracker 

2 : a round, thin piece of bread eaten during the Christian 
Communion ceremony 

3 : a small, round, thin object ■ silicon wafers 
wafer-thin adj : extremely thin and flat ■ wafer-thin slices 

1 waf-fle /'wcr.fal/ noun, pi waf-fles [count] : a crisp cake with 
a pattern of deep squares on both sides that is made by cook¬ 
ing batter in a special device (called a waffle iron) ■ He had 


waffles for breakfast. — compare 
3 waffle 

2 waffle verb waffles; waf-fled; 
waf-fling [no obj] informal 

1 US : to be unable or unwilling 
to make a clear decision about 
what to do — often + on • Her 
opponent has accused her of waf¬ 
fling on the important issues. 

2 Brit : to talk or write a lot with¬ 
out saying anything important or 
interesting — often + on ■ His un¬ 
cle was waffling on about politics. 

3 waffle noun [noncount] Brit, informal : foolish or dull talk or 
writing that continues for a long time ■ The speech was a lot/ 
load of waffle about politics. — compare 1 WAFFLE 
waffle iron noun, pi ~ irons [count] : a device used to cook 
waffles 

waft /'wcr.ft/ verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition 
wafts; waft>ed; waft-ing : to move lightly through the air 
[no obj] The smell of chicken soup wafted up to my bedroom. 

■ The sound of music wafted softly into the yard from our 
neighbor’s house. [+ obj] A breeze wafted the scent of roses 
towards our table. 

— waft noun, pi wafts [count] ■ a waft of smoke/perfume 

’wag /'wiEg/ verb wags; wagged; wag-ging ; to move 

something from side to side repeatedly [+ obj] The dog 
wagged its tail. ■ She wagged her finger at the children as she 
scolded them. ■ He wagged his head back and forth, [no obj \ 
The dog’s tail began to wag excitedly. 
the tail wagging the dog see 'tail 
tongues (are) wagging see 'tongue 

2 wag noun, pi wags [count] : a movement from side to side 
: a wagging movement ■ He answered with a wag of his head/ 
finger. ■ the wag of a dog’s tail — see also chin-wag 

— compare 3 wag 

3 wag noun, pi wags [count] old-fashioned : a clever person 
who makes lots of jokes : joker ■ He was known as quite a 
wag. — compare 2 wag 

1 wage /'weicfe/ noun, pi wag-es [count] : an amount of mon¬ 
ey that a worker is paid based on the number of hours, days, 
etc., that are worked ■ a wage of $14 an hour = an hourly 
wage of $14 ■ Both of them make decent wages. • The table 
and chairs cost two weeks’ wages. ■ The company offers 
competitive wages and good benefits. ■ The company gave 
workers a four percent wage increase this year. — compare 
salary; see also living wage, minimum wage, starva¬ 
tion WAGES 

2 wage verb wages; waged; wag-ing [+ obj] : to start and 
continue (a war, battle, etc.) in order to get or achieve some¬ 
thing ■ They waged a guerrilla war against the government. ■ 
Local activists are waging a campaign to end homelessness in 
the region. ■ They have waged [-fought] a battle against the 
proposed new law. 

waged adj, Brit : earning or paying wages ■ waged labor ■ 
waged workers — opposite unwaged 
wage earner noun, pi •—■ -ers [count] : someone who works 
for wages or a salary ■ Most wage earners were not affected 
by the income tax increase. 

1 wa*ger /■weicfcay noun, pi -gers [count] 

1 : an agreement in which people try to guess what will hap¬ 
pen and the person who guesses wrong has to give something 
(such as money) to the person who guesses right : bet ■ He 
has a wager on the game. ■ a friendly wager 

2 : the money or other valuable thing that you could win or 
lose in a bet ■ I don’t think the horse will win. What's your 
wager ? ■ I placed/made a wager on the horse. [-1 bet money 
on the horse] 

2 wager verb -gers; -gered; -ger-ing 

1 : to risk losing something (such as money) if your guess 
about what will happen is wrong : bet [+ obj] She wagered 
$50 on the game, [no obj] I wouldn’t wager against them. 

2 informal — used in the phrase I’ll wager to indicate what 
you think will happen or what you believe is probably true ■ 
He’ll get promoted. I’ll wager. [=1 believe] ■ I’ll wager that 
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most people have never heard of him. 
wag*gish /'wjegif/ adj : silly and playful ■ waggish pranks ■ 
waggish humor ■ a waggish writer 

— wag-gish-ly adv - wag-gish-ness noun [noncount] 
wag*gle /'w£egal/ verb wag«gles; wag-gled; wag-gllng 

: to move up and down or from side to side repeatedly [+ 
obj] He can waggle his ears. ■ She waggled [=wagged] her fin¬ 
ger at me. [no obj] He can make his ears waggle. 

— waggle noun [singular] 
wag«on /'waegan/ noun, pi -ons [count] 

1 : a vehicle with four wheels that is used for carrying heavy 
loads or passengers and that is usually pulled by animals 
(such as horses) ■ Pioneers crossed the American Midwest in 
wagons. — see also bandwagon, chuck wagon, cov¬ 
ered WAGON, PADDY WAGON, PATROL WAGON 

2 : a small, low vehicle with four wheels that children play 
with ■ He pulled his stuffed animals around in a little red 
wagon. 

3 US : STATION WAGON 

4 Brit : a railway car that carries goods 

circle thefyour wagons chiefly US, informal : to gather a 
group of people together in order to protect them from be¬ 
ing attacked — usually used figuratively ■ Reporters tend 
to circle the wagons [=tend to join together to defend them¬ 
selves] whenever the media are attacked for bias. 
hitch your wagon to chiefly US, informal: to rely on (some¬ 
one or something) for success ■ The team has hitched its 
wagon to its star pitcher. 

on/off the wagon informal A person who is on the wagon 
has stopped drinking alcohol. ■ He has been on the wagon 
since his child was bom. A person who had stopped drink¬ 
ing alcohol but has started again has fallen off the wagon. • 
After a year of sobriety, she fell off the wagon. 
wagon train noun, pi ~ trains [count] : a long line of wag¬ 
ons traveling together over land; especially : a line of wagons 
traveling west in the U.S. during the 1800s 
wagtail / l wxg,tei\/noun, pi -tails [count]: a small Europe¬ 
an bird that has a long tail which regularly moves up and 
down 

waif /'weif/ noun, pi waifs [count] : a young person who is 
thin and appears to have no home 

waifs and strays Brit : people or animals that do not have a 
home 

— walMsh /'weifij/ adj • The model has a bony, wajfish 
look. — waif dike /'weif,laik/ adj ■ a waiflike body 

1 wail /'weil/ verb wails; wailed; wall-lng 

1 [no obj]: to make a loud, long cry of sadness or pain • The 
child started wailing after she stumbled and fell. 

2 [no obj] : to make a long, high sound ■ A saxophone wailed 
in the background. ■ We could hear a siren wailing. - We 
could hear the wailing of a siren. 

3 [+ obj] : to complain in a loud voice ■ “No! I don’t want to 
go!” he wailed. ■ She wailed that the vacation was ruined. 

2 wail noun, pi wails [count] 

1 : a long cry of sadness or pain ■ a wail of sadness/despair 

2 : a long, high sound ■ the wail of a siren 
waln-SCOMng / , wem l ska:tii 3 / noun [noncount] 

1 US : wooden panels that cover the lower part of the walls 
of a room 

2 Brit, old-fashioned : baseboard 
waist /'weist/ noun, pi waists [count] 

1 : the middle part of your body between the hips and chest 
or upper back that is usually narrower than the areas above 
and below it ■ He has a narrow waist and broad shoulders. ■ 
He put his arm around her waist. • They lay in the sun naked 
from the waist up- = They lay in the sun stripped to the waist- 
• paralyzed from the waist down = paralyzed below the waist 

— see picture at HUMAN 

2 : the part of a piece of clothing that fits around your waist 
■ These pants have an elastic waist. ■ The waist of this skirt is 
too tight. 

— walst-ed /'weistad/ adj — usually used in combination “ 
high -waisted pants [=pants that have a high waist] 

waist*band /'weist,b£end/ noun, pi -bands [count] : the 
strip of fabric at the top of a piece of clothing that fits 

around your waist ■ shorts with an elastic waistband _ se e 

color picture on page Cl3 

walst*COat /'weskat/ noun, pi -coats [count] chiefly Brit 
: VEST 

waist-high adj reaching as high as your waist ■ The com 
is waist-high at this stage of growth. 

WalsMIne /'weist,lain/ noun, pi -lines [count] 


1 : the distance around the narrowest part of your waist ■ 
The diet claims it will reduce your waistline in just four 
weeks. ■ I’m watching my waistline. [=I’m trying not to eat 
too much so that I don’t gain weight) 

2 : the pait of a piece of clothing that covers your waist ■ 
The dress has a small waistline and a full skirt. 

1 wait /'weit/ verb waits; wait-ed; walt-lng 

1 [no obj ] : to stay in a place until an expected event hap¬ 
pens, until someone arrives, until it is your turn to do some¬ 
thing, etc. • I hate waiting in long lines. ■ They waited at the 
train station together. ■ You should have waited a little long¬ 
er. He showed up right after you left. ■ I don’t have time to 
wait around. If he’s not here in five minutes, I’m leaving. ■ 
She waited behind after class to talk to the professor. ■ I’m 
sorry to have kept you waiting. How may I help you? ■ I wait¬ 
ed and waited but he never showed up. — often followed by 
to + verb ■ I’m waiting to use the bathroom. ■ The taxi is wait¬ 
ing to bring us to the airport. • Doctors are ready and waiting 
to give aid. — often + for • She read the newspaper while 
waiting for the bus. ■ Wait for me! I’ll go with you. ■ Take a 
seat and wait for your name to be called. ■ It can take over an 
hour to be served at the restaurant, but the food is worth 
waiting for- 

2 : to not do something until something else happens [no 
obj] Wait ! Don’t start the engine yet. ■ We waited for the sun 
to set before starting the fire. — often + until • We’ll wait un¬ 
til you come back to start the movie. [=we will not start the 
movie until you come back] [+ obj] You will have to wait 
your turn. I=you cannot do something until it is your turn] 

3 [no obj] a : to remain in a state in which you expect or 
hope that something will happen soon ■ I know she was hap¬ 
py when I lost my job. She was waiting to see me fail. ■ I have 
waited for this opportunity for a long time, b : to remain in 
a state in which you expect to learn or find out something 
soon ■ You will have to wait two weeks for the test results. ■ 
She waited for his answer. ■ We are waiting to hear back from 
the doctor. ■ He’ll be a star some day— Just (you) wait. [=1 
feel sure that he will be a star some day] ■ I have to wait and 
see whether or not I got the job. ■ “What are you making?” 
" Wait and see." 

4 [no obj ]: to be done or dealt with at a later time ■ The oth¬ 
er issues will just have to wait until our ne?ct meeting. ■ “Can 
this wait until tomorrow?” “No, it can’t wait." 

5 [no obj] : to be in a place ready to be dealt with, taken, etc. 
— always used as (be) waiting ■ It’s time to come inside. Din¬ 
ner is waiting. — often + for ■ There is a package waiting for 
you at home. • She had several messages waiting for her at 
the office. 

accident waiting to happen see accident 
can’t wait or can hardly wait ->■ If you can’t wait or can 
hardly wait , you are very excited about doing something or 
eager for something to happen or begin. ■ The concert is 
tomorrow, and we can hardly waitl ■ The children can 
hardly wait for summer. ■ I can 't wait to try your apple pie. 
hurry up and wait see 1 hurry 

wait a minute/moment/second 1 — used to tell someone 
to stop and wait briefly ■ Wait a minute. I need to tie my 
shoe. ■ Please wait one moment while I take this call. ■ If 
you would just wait a second , 1 could explain what hap¬ 
pened. 2 — used to interrupt someone or something be¬ 
cause you have noticed, thought of, or remembered some¬ 
thing ■ Wait a second —that’s not what she said. ■ Wait a 
minute. I just remembered where I put the keys. 
wait at table Brit, formal : to serve food or drinks as a waiter 
or waitress ■ He waited at table for two years. 
wait for it chiefly Brit, informal — used to emphasize that 
the following statement is foolish, surprising, funny, etc. ■ 
He says he was fired because— wait for it —he refused to 
compromise his principles. 

wait In [phrasal verb] Brit : to stay at home and wait for 
someone or something to arrive ■ I can’t go out. I’ve got to 
wait in for a delivery. 

wait on also wait upon [phrasal verb] 1 wait on/upon (some¬ 
one) a : to serve food or drinks as a waiter or waitress to 
(someone) ■ The hostess waits on tables/people when the 
restaurant is crowded, b : to provide service to (a cus¬ 
tomer) : to help (a customer) make purchases ■ He is busy 
waiting on customers at the moment, c : to act as a ser¬ 
vant to (someone) ■ He seems to expact his wife to wait on 
him. ■ She waited on her children hand and foot. [=she act¬ 
ed like a servant to her children; she provided her children 
with everything they needed or wanted] 2 wait on/upon 
(someone or something) chiefly US : to wait for (someone 
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or something) to arrive or happen ■ We waited on him, but 
he never came. ■ The government’s decision must wait on 
the committee’s report. [=the government’s decision will 
not be made until the committee has issued its report] 
wait out [phrasal verb] wait (something) out or wait out 
(something) : to stay in one place until the end of (some¬ 
thing) ■ We waited out the storm in our hotel room. 
wait tables US : to serve food or drinks as a waiter or wait¬ 
ress ■ She has a job waiting tables, 
wait until/till — used to emphasize that a future event is go¬ 
ing to be very surprising, important, etc. ■ Wait till you see 
their new house. It’s just beautiful! ■ You think you’re in 
trouble now? Just wait until your father finds out what 
you did, young lady! [=your father will be very angry and 
will punish you when he finds out what you did] 
wait up [phrasal verb] 1 : to delay going to bed while you 
wait for someone to arrive ■ I’ll be late; don’t wait up (for 
me). 2 chiefly US, informal : to stop moving forward so 
that someone who is behind you can join you ■ Hey, wait 
up (for me)! I’m going with you. 
what are you waiting for? — used to say that someone 
should do something immediately ■ What are we waiting 
for? Let’s go inside and get something to eat. ■ If you have 
so much work to do, then what are you waiting for? 

2 wait noun, pi waits [count]: a period of time when you must 
wait — usually singular ■ There is never a wait at that restau¬ 
rant. ■ He had a long wait in line. ■ The hostess said there 
would be a 45-minute wait before she could seat us. ■ The 
dish takes a long time to prepare, but the results are worth 
the wait. 

He In wait: to hide and wait for the right moment to make 
an attack ■ The killer may have been lying in wait for him. 
— sometimes used figuratively ■ No one knows what lies in 
wait for us in the coming year. [=no one knows what will 
happen to us in the coming year] 
wait*er /*weit zrl noun, pi -ers [count] : a man who serves 
food or drinks to people in a restaurant — see also dumb¬ 
waiter, HEAD WAITER 

waiting game /'weitii)-/ noun [singular] : a situation in 
which you wait to see what happens before you decide what 
to do ■ Until they make their decision, we’re just playing a 
waiting game. 

waiting list noun, pi ~ lists [count] : a list that contains the 
names of people who are waiting for something ■ The coun¬ 
try club has a two-year waiting list to become a member. 
[=people have to wait two years before they can become a 
member] ■ I’ll put your name on the waiting list. 
waiting room noun, pi ~ rooms [count]: a room in a hos¬ 
pital, doctor’s office, train station, etc., where people can sit 
down and wait 

waitress /'weitrgs/ noun, pi -ress-es [count] : a woman 
who serves food or drinks to people in a restaurant 
- waitress verb -resses; -ressed; -ress-lng [no obj] ■ 
She waitressed while going to college, 
wait-staff / l weit,staef, Brit 'weitiSta.f/ noun, pi -staffs 
[count] US : the group of waiters and waitresses who work at 
a restaurant ■ a friendly waitstoff — often used with a plural 
verb ■ The waitstoff were very helpful, 
waive /*weiv/ verb waives; waived; waiv-ing [+ obj] : to 
officially say that you will not use or require something that 
you are allowed to have or that is usually required ■ She 
waived her right to a lawyer. ■ The university waives the ap¬ 
plication fee for low-income students, 
waiv-er Aveivay noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : the act of choosing not to use or require something that 
you are allowed to have or that is usually required ■ a crimi¬ 
nal defendant’s waiver of a jury trial 

2 : an official document indicating that someone has given 
up or waived a right or requirement ■ The college got a spe¬ 
cial waiver from the town to exceed the building height limit. 
■ He signed an insurance waiver before surgery. 

on waivers baseball — used to describe a process by which 
a player is removed from a team and is made available to 
be chosen by other teams ■ He was placed on waivers. 

1 wake /'weik/ verb wakes; woke /'wouk/ also waked 
/'weikt/; wo-ken /■woukan/ or waked also woke; wak¬ 
ing 

1 [+ obj] : to cause (a person or animal) to be awake after 
sleeping ■ The sound of children shouting woke [= awakened, 
wakened] me. — often + up ■ Don’t hesitate to wake me up if 
you need anything at all. 

2 [no obj]: to stop sleeping : to become awake after sleeping 


■ She can never remember her dreams upon waking. — usu¬ 
ally + up • I woke up late for work this morning. ■ He had 
woken up with a headache. 

wake up [phrasal verb] 1 : to become fully awake and ener¬ 
getic ■ It takes a couple cups of coffee for me to really 
wake up in the morning. 2 wake up or wake (someone) up 
: to become aware or to cause (someone) to become aware 
of something ■ He finally started to wake up and take care 
of his health. — often + to * Tourists are only now waking 
up to the fact [=are only now starting to realize] that this is 
a great place to visit. ■ The study woke us up to the impor¬ 
tance of regular exercise. [=made us realize the importance 
of regular exercise] 

wake up and smell the coffee also wake up and smell 
the roses US, informal : to realize the truth about your 
situation : to become aware of what is really happening ■ 
These problems are not going to fix themselves. Voters 
need to wake up and smell the coffee and elect someone 
who will get things done. 

2 wake noun.pl wakes [count] : a time before a dead person is 
buried when people gather to remember the person who has 
died and often to view the body — compare ’wake 

3 wake noun, pi wakes [count] : the track left by a boat mov¬ 
ing through the water 

in someone’s or something’s wake — used to say what is 
left behind by someone or something ■ The dog climbed 
out of the pool, leaving a trail of water in her wake. • He 
went from job to job, leaving a trail of broken promises in 
his wake. 

in the wake of — used to say what happens after and often 
as a result of something • Safety regulations were improved 
in the wake of the oil spill. 

— compare 2 wake 

wake-fill /*weikf3l/ a<jj : not sleeping or not able to sleep ■ 
an unusually wakeful baby ■ wakeful [^sleepless] nights 

— wake-ful*ness noun [noncount] 

wak-en /*weikan/ verb -ens; -ened; -en-ing formal : to 
stop sleeping or to cause (someone) to stop sleeping [+ obj] 
She was wakened [-woken, awoken] by the telephone, [no 
obj] He wakens at sunrise, 
wake—up call noun, pi ~ calls [count] 

1 : a telephone call that a hotel makes to your room to wake 
you up 

2 : something that makes you fully understand a problem, 
danger, or need ■ His diagnosis of cancer was a wake-up call 
to all of us about the dangers of smoking. 

waking adj, always used before a noun, of time : passing 
while you are awake and able to think and act ■ I spent every 
waking hour/moment [=every hour/moment when I was 
awake] thinking about how to fix the problem. 

1 walk /Vaik/ verb walks; walked; walk-ing 

1 a [no obj] : to move with your legs at a speed that is slower 
than running ■ Is your grandson walking yet? ■ It’s a lovely 
day—let’s walk (instead of driving). ■ He walks home from 
school every day. ■ It’s not far; you can walk there in five 
minutes. ■ It was a while after the accident before she could 
walk again. ■ He walked away without saying goodbye! ■ She 
turned and walked away from him. ■ The driver walked away 
from the accident unharmed. ■ They walk around the neigh¬ 
borhood every morning for exercise. ■ We walked around the 
city all day seeing the sights. ■ He walked to the store. ■ He 
walked with her to the library. ■ We had to walk up five 
flights of stairs to his apartment. ■ She walked up to the 
counter and ordered a coffee. ■ You don’t have to knock. 
Just walk right in. • Her father walked in when they were 
kissing. = They were kissing when in walked her father. ■ He 
walked into the room. [=he entered the room by walking] ■ 
She wasn’t paying attention and walked into the sign. [=she 
accidentally hit the sign while walking past it] ■ We like to go 
waiking[- go for walks; take walks] in the morning. — often 
used figuratively ■ We can’t let these big corporations just 
walk in and take over the town! — see also sleepwalk b 
[+ obj]: to go with (someone) to a place by walking : to walk 
with (someone) ■ She walks her children home from school. ■ 
The nurse walked the patient to the bathroom. ■ I’ll walk you 
to your car. c [+ obj] : to cause (an animal) to go for a walk 
with you : to take (an animal) for a walk ■ He walks the dog 
at least three times a day. ■ She walked the horse to the sta¬ 
ble. d [+ obj] : to cause (something) to move with you while 
walking ■ She walked her bike up the hill. 

2 [+ obj] : to move (something) in a way that is like walking ■ 
They walked the heavy bookcase over to the wall by moving 
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one end at a time. ■ He walked his fingers along the baby’s 
belly. 

3 [+ obj] : to pass over, through, or along (something) by 
walking ■ We walked four miles. ■ We walked the whole trail. 
■ It is no longer safe to walk the streets at night. ■ She slowly 
walked the tightrope. ■ police officers walking the beat 

4 baseball a [no obj\ of a batter : to get to first base by not 
swinging at four pitches that are balls ■ She walked her first 
time at bat. b [+ obj] of a pitcher : to cause (a batter) to go 
to first base by throwing four pitches that are balls ■ He 
walked the first two batters. 

5 [no obj ] : to be allowed to go free without being punished 
for a crime ■ He walked on a technicality. ■ Although there 
was evidence against her, she walked free because of an ille¬ 
gal search by the police. 

walk away [phrasal verb] 1 : to decide not to do or be in¬ 
volved in something * If you don’t like the deal, you can 
just walk away. — often + from ■ He walked away from a 
chance to play professional baseball to join the Peace 
Corps. ■ You can’t just walk away from your responsibili¬ 
ties! ■ She is not one to walk away from a challenge. 2 walk 
away with (something) informal: to win (something) espe¬ 
cially in a easy way ■ She walked away with the election. ■ 
He walked away with first place. ■ She had the winning tick¬ 
et and walked away with $50,000! 
walk before you (can) run : to learn the basics before try¬ 
ing to do something more advanced ■ Don’t get ahead of 
yourself. You have to walk before you can run. 
walk down the aisle see aisle 
walking on air see ‘air 

walk In on [phrasal verb] walk In on (someone) : to enter a 
room and interrupt (someone or something) ■ He walked in 
on me when I was getting dressed. ■ She walked in on the 
meeting. 

walk Into [phrasal verb] walk Into (something) 1 : to be¬ 
come involved in or fooled by (something) because you 
are not aware of what is really happening ■ He walked right 
into our trap. ■ “I can’t believe you fell for that old joke!” 
“Yeah, I guess I walked right Into that one.” 2 chiefly Brit 
: to get (a job) very easily ■ After college, she walked 
straight into a job. 

walk It informal 1 : to go to a place by walking ■ “Should 
we take the car?” “It’s not that far. Let’s just walk it.” 2 
Brit: to do something successfully and easily ■ It’s an easy 
exam. You’ll walk it. 

walk off [phrasal verb] 1 : to leave somewhere suddenly es¬ 
pecially as a way of showing disapproval ■ She slapped him 
in the face and walked off. 2 walk off (something) or walk 
(something) off: to get rid of (something) by walking ■ He 
walked off a cramp in his leg. ■ That was a pretty big din¬ 
ner. Let’s walk some of it off in the park. 3 walk off with 
(something) informal a : to steal (something) ■ He walked 
off with $500,000 worth of jewelry, b : to win (something) 
especially in an easy or impressive way ■ They walked off 
with the state championship. 

walk off the/your Job chiefly US, informal : to stop working 
and go on strike • Teachers walked off the job today. 
walk on eggshells or US walk on eggs informal : to be 
very careful about what you say or do ■ She is very touchy, 
so you have to walk on eggshells around her. 
walk out [phrasal verb] 1 a : to leave somewhere suddenly 
especially as a way of showing disapproval ■ His racist re¬ 
mark caused many people in the audience to walk out. — 
often + of • A whole group of angry parents walked out of 
the meeting, b : to go on strike ■ The workers walked out 
over a wage dispute. 2 informal a walk out on (some¬ 
one) : to leave (someone) suddenly and unexpectedly : to 
abandon or desert (someone) ■ He walked out on his wife 
and children, b walk out on (something) : to leave before 
the completion of (something) ■ The director has reported¬ 
ly walked out on the movie. 

walk over [phrasal verb] walk (all) over (someone) informal 
: to not consider the wishes or feelings of (someone) : to 
treat (someone) very badly ■ Don’t let people walk all over 
you! Stand up for yourself! ■ They thought they could just 
walk right over us. 

walk tall: to walk or behave in a way that shows you feel 
proud and confident ■ After that winning performance, she 
can once again walk tall. 

walk the plank : to be forced to walk along a board sticking 
out over the side of a ship and fall into the sea ■ The traitor 
was forced to walk the plank. 

walk the streets : to be a prostitute who finds customers by 


walking around in the streets ■ young runaways forced to 
walk the streets — see also streetwalker 
walk the walk informal : to do the things that you say you 
will do ■ Don’t talk the talk unless you can walk the walk 1 
[=don’t say that you can do something unless you can ac¬ 
tually do it] 

walk through [phrasal verb] 1 walk through (something) 
: to do (something) slowly or without much effort ■ We 
walked through the whole dance routine once, then prac¬ 
ticed each section. ■ It’s a shame to see such a talented ac¬ 
tress just walking through her part. 2 walk (someone) 
through (something) : to help (someone) do (something) 
by going through its steps slowly ■ He walked me through 
installing the software. — see also walk-through 
2 walk noun, pi walks 

1 [count] : an act of walking : an act of going somewhere by 
walking — usually singular ■ It is a short/long walk to the 
restaurant. ■ It is about a five-minute walk (from here). ■ a 
quarter mile walk ■ She finished her run and slowed to a walk 
to cool down. ■ It’s a nice day to go for a walk. ■ We took a 
walk along the beach. = (Brit) We had a walk along the beach. 

■ He took the dog for a walk. — see also power walk, 

SPACE WALK 

2 [count] : a place or path for walking ■ The cliff walk along 
the ocean is very popular. ■ Many exotic plants can be found 
along the walk. ■ ( US) She raked the yard and swept off the 
front walk, [-walkway] — see picture at house; see also 

BOARDWALK, SIDEWALK 

3 [count] baseball : base on balls 

4 [count] : an organized event in which people walk to raise 
money for a particular cause or group — often + for ■ She is 
participating in the walk for breast cancer research. 

5 [count] : a particular way of walking — usually singular ■ 
His walk is just like his father’s. 

6 [singular] : a slow speed ■ A shortage of raw materials 
slowed production to a walk. 

all walks of life or every walk of life — used to refer to 
people who have many different jobs or positions in soci¬ 
ety; usually used with from ■ People from all walks of life 
came to the carnival. ■ Thousands of worshippers from ev¬ 
ery walk of life joined together in prayer. — sometimes 
used with of or in in U.S. English ■ Children of every walk of 
life attend this school. ■ people in all walks of life 
cock of the walk see ‘cock 

walk In the park US, informal : something that is pleasant 
or easy ■ Being a firefighter is no walk in the park. ■ The test 
should be a walk in the park for her. 
walk-able /'wa.kabal/ adj : suitable for walking ■ a very 
waUcable city [=a city where you can easily walk to different 
places] • The beach is within a walkable distance. [=is close 
enough so that you can walk there] 
walk-about / l wa:k9,baut/ noun, pi -abouts [count] 

1 : an occasion in which an Australian Aborigine goes on a 
long walking journey on land that is far from towns and cit¬ 
ies 

2 Brit : an occasion in which a well-known person walks 
through a public place to meet and talk informally to people 

■ Many people gathered to meet the Queen during her walk¬ 
about. 

go walkabout 1 : to go on a walkabout ■ an Aborigine who 
has gone walkabout 2 Brit, informal + humorous — used 
to say that something or someone cannot be found ■ My 
keys have gone walkabout, [-gone missing ; I can’t find my 
keys] 

walk-a-thon / l wa:k3,0a:n/ noun, pi -thons [count] chiefly 
US : an organized event in which people walk to raise money 
for a particular cause or group 
walk-er /'worka-/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 a : someone who walks especially for exercise ■ She joined 
a group of walkers in the neighborhood, b : someone who 
walks in a specified way ■ He is a fast/slow walker, [-he walks 
at a fast/slow pace] 

2 : a frame that is designed to support someone (such as a 
baby or an injured or elderly person) who needs help walk¬ 
ing 

walk-les /'wa:kiz/ noun [noncount] Brit, informal: the act of 
taking a dog for a walk • It’s time to go (for) walkles ! 
walk-le—talk-le /iwarki'taiki/ noun, pi -ies [count] : a 
small radio for receiving and sending messages 
1 walk—In /'wcr.k,m/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : large enough to be walked into ■ a walk-in closet 

2 a of a place : able to be visited without an appointment ■ a 
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walk-in clinic ■ a walk-in medical center b of a person : visit¬ 
ing a place without an appointment ■ walk-in customers/cli¬ 
ents/patients 

2 walk—in noun, pi -ins [count] : a person who visits a place 
without an appointment • We get a lot of walk-ins at the clin¬ 
ic. 

1 walk«ing /'wcukirj/ noun [inoncount ] : the activity of walking 
for exercise ■ Walking is good exercise. ■ She goes walking ev¬ 
ery day in the park. 

2 walking adj, always used before a noun 

1 : suitable for walking ■ a good pair of walking shoes ■ They 
were going at a walking pace. 

2 : capable of being easily walked ■ The store is within walk¬ 
ing distance. [=is close enough so that you can walk there] 

3 humorous : in human form ■ He is a walking encyclopedia/ 
dictionary. [=he knows so much that he’s like a human ency¬ 
clopedia/dictionary] ■ She is a walking disaster. 

4 : done by walking : consisting of walking ■ a walking tour 
of the Lake District 

5 : able to walk ■ the walking wounded [=wounded people 
who are able to walk] 

walking papers noun [plural] US, informal — used to say 
that someone has been ordered to leave a place, job, etc. ■ 
His boss gave him his walking papers. [=(Brit) marching or¬ 
ders •; his boss fired him] 
walking stick noun, pi *** sticks [count] 

1 : a stick that is used to help someone to walk 

2 US : STICK INSECT 

Walk-man /'workman, ‘waikgimen/ trademark — used for a 
small, portable audio player listened to by using headphones 
or earphones 

walk—on /'wa:k,a:n/ noun, pi -ons [count] 

1 : a minor part in a play or movie ■ a walk-on part/role 

2 US \ a college athlete who tries to become a member of an 
athletic team without having been asked to join or given a 
scholarship 

walk-OUt /'wa:k,aut/ noun, pi -outs [count] 

1 : a strike by workers ■ Hundreds of workers staged a walk¬ 
out to protest conditions in the factory. 

2 : the act of leaving a meeting or organization as a way of 
showing disapproval — see also walk out at ‘walk 

walk-over /'waik.ouvs/ noun, pi -overs [count] : an easy 
victory ■ She won the tournament in a walkover. [=she won 
very easily] ■ a walkover victory 
walk-through / l wa:k,0ru:/ noun, pi -throughs [count] 

1 : an activity in which someone walks through an area, 
building, etc., in order to inspect it ■ We did a walk-through 
of the property. 

2 a : the act of going slowly through the steps of a process, 
job, etc., in order to practice doing it or to help someone 
learn it ■ They gave us a walk-through of the new system. 
— see also walk through at ‘walk b : an explanation or 
guide that tells you how to do something by explaining each 
of its parts or steps ■ video game walk-throughs 

walk-up /'wa:k,Ap/ noun, pi -ups [count] US : a tall apart¬ 
ment or office building that does not have an elevator ■ Their 
offices are in the same walk-up:, also : an apartment or office 
in such a building ■ He rents a fifth-floor walk-up. ■ a walk-up 
apartment 

walk-way /'wa:k,wei/ noun, pi -ways [count] : a passage or 
path for walking ■ a brick/wooden/concrete walkway ■ A 
covered walkway connects the two buildings. 

1 wall /'wq:1/ noun, pi walls [count] 

1 : a structure of brick, stone, etc., that surrounds an area or 
separates one area from another ■ A stone wall marks off 
their property. ■ the Great Wall of China ■ the walls of the an¬ 
cient city — often used figuratively ■ The wave was like a 
wall of water. ■ The police formed a human wall around him. 
■ His suggestion was met with a wall of silence. [=was met 
with complete silence] ■ a wall of sound ■ He built an emo¬ 
tional wall [= barrier ] around himself. — see also climbing 
WALL, FIRE WALL, RETAINING WALL, SEAWALL 

2 : the structure that forms the side of a room or building ■ 
She hung posters on the walls of her room. ■ This apartment 
building has thin walls , and you can hear everything your 
neighbors say. ■ A lot has happened inside these four walls. 
[=inside this room] ■ Lower your voice and be careful what 
you say. The walls have ears. [=other people could be listen¬ 
ing to what you say] 

3 : the outer layer of something that is hollow (such as a part 
of the body or of a plant) ■ plant cell walls • Muscles in the 
abdominal wall help protect organs. 


back is to/against the wall see ‘back 
climbing the walls see ‘climb 

drive (someone) up a/the wall informal : to make (some¬ 
one) irritated, angry, or crazy ■ Your constant tapping is 
driving me up the wall ! ■ Her voice drives me up a wall. [=her 
voice is very annoying to me] 
fly on the wall see 3 fly 

go to the wall informal 1 US : to make every possible ef¬ 
fort to achieve something, to win, etc. ■ He's prepared to go 
to the wall to defend his beliefs. 2 Brit: to fail because of 
a lack of money ■ a company that has gone to the wall 
hit a/the wall informal : to reach a point at which you find it 
very difficult or impossible to continue ■ He worked late 
every day and took frequent business trips for several 
years before he finally hit the wall. ■ They seem to have hit 
the wall in terms of new ideas. ■ Her tennis career hit a wall 
after the injury. 

the writing/handwriting is on the wall or see/read the 
writing/handwriting on the wall — used to say that it is 
clear that something bad will probably happen soon - 1 
haven’t lost my job yet, but the writing is on the wall: my 
company just laid off 50 more people today. ■ No one told 
him he was going to be fired, but he could see the writing 
on the wall. 

up against a/the wall informal : in a very bad position or 
situation ■ The team was up against a wall in the first half 
of the game. 

2 wall verb walls; walled; wall-ing 

wall in [phrasal verb] wall (something) in or wall in (some¬ 
thing) : to surround (something) with a wall or with some¬ 
thing that is like a wall ■ The school grounds are walled in. ■ 
They walled the garden in with rows of thick shrubs. 
wall off [phrasal verb] wall (something) off or wall off (some¬ 
thing) : to separate (something) from the area around it 
with a wall ■ The school walled off the playground from the 
parking lot. 

wall up [phrasal verb] 1 wall (something) up or wall up 
(something) : to close off (an opening) by filling it with 
stone, brick, etc. ■ They walled up the doorway of the aban¬ 
doned house. 2 wall (someone) up or wall up (someone) 
: to keep (someone) as a prisoner in an enclosed space ■ He 
was walled up in the tower. [=was locked inside the tower] 
wal-la-by /'warlabi/ noun, pi waMa-bies also wallaby 
[count] : an Australian animal that is like a small kangaroo 
wall-board / l wa:l,boa > d/ noun [noncount] US : building ma¬ 
terial that is used for making walls and ceilings and that is 
made of large sheets of plaster covered with thick paper 

: DRYWALL 

walled /'wa:ld/ ad), always used before a noun : surrounded 
by a wall ■ a walled city/garden 
wal-let /'wcutot/ noun, pi -lets 
[count] : a small folding case that 
holds paper money, credit cards, etc. 

■ She paid the bill and tucked her 
wallet back into her pocket/purse. ■ 

He pulled a few bills out of his wallet. 

— often used figuratively ■ High fuel 
prices are draining our wallets. [=we 
are spending a lot of money on high 
fuel prices] ■ The charity is asking 
people to open their wallets and 
make a donation. ■ Consumers are 
watching their wallets. [=are not 
spending a lot of money] 
vote with your wallet see ‘vote 

wall-eye /'wad.ai/ noun, pi -eyes [count] : a large North 
American fish that lives in fresh water and that has large 
eyes — called also wall-eyedpike /'wail.aid-/ 
wall-flow-er /'wcr.l,flaws/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 informal : a person who is shy or unpopular and who 
stands or sits apart from other people at a dance or party 

2 : a garden plant grown for its bright, pleasant-smelling 
flowers 

wall-mounted adj : attached to a wall ■ a wall-mounted 
television set 

wal-lop /'wailap/ verb -lops; -loped; -lop-ing [+ obj] infor¬ 
mal : to hit (someone or something) very hard ■ She walloped 
the ball. ■ I was so angry I felt like walloping him. — often 
used figuratively ■ The city got walloped by a major blizzard. 

■ He got walloped in the finals. [=he was easily defeated in the 
finals] 

— wallop noun [singular] ■ She gave the ball a wallop. • He 
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took a wallop to his head. — sometimes used figuratively ■ 
The comedy packs an unexpected emotional wallop. 
waMow /'wailou/ verb -lows; -lowed; -low*ing [no obj] 

1 : to spend time experiencing or enjoying something with¬ 
out making any effort to change your situation, feelings, etc. 

— usually + in ■ wallowing in luxury ■ ( disapproving ) I know 
she’s hurt, but she should try to get on with her life instead 
of just wallowing in her misery/self-pity. 

2 : to roll about in deep mud or water ■ elephants wallowing 
in the river ■ Buffalo wallow in mud to keep away flies. 

wall painting noun, pi ~ -ings [count ]: a painting done di¬ 
rectly on a wall : mural 

1 wall*pa*per / , wa:l,peipa < / noun, pi -pers : thick decorative 
paper used to cover the walls of a room [noncount] They 
hung wallpaper in the bedroom. = They put up wallpaper in 
the bedroom. • The wallpaper began to peel, [count] flowery 
wallpapers 

2 wallpaper verb -pers; -pered; -per-ing [+ obj ] : to put 

wallpaper on the walls of (a room) ■ He wallpapered [= pa¬ 
pered ] the dining room. 

Wall Street /'wcr.l-/ noun [noncount]: a street in New York 
City where the New York Stock Exchange and many major 
financial businesses are located ■ Stocks rose on Wall Street 
today. [=stocks rose in the New York Stock Exchange] ■ trad¬ 
ers on Wall Street = Wall Street traders ■ After college she got 
a job on Wall Street. — used to refer to the powerful people 
and businesses of Wall Street that play an important role in 
the U.S. economy • The company’s bankruptcy was extreme¬ 
ly troubling to Wall Street. 

wall-to-wall adj 

1 : covering the entire floor of a room » wall-to-wall carpet¬ 
ing 

2 informal : filling an entire space or time : occurring or 
found everywhere or constantly ■ The beach was wall-to-wall 
(with) sunbathers. [=there were sunbathers lying everywhere 
on the beach] • Our schedule is wall-to-wall weddings from 
June through August. [=we’re going to a lot of weddings 
from June through August] 

waMy /'waili/ noun, pi -lies [count] Brit, informal : a stupid 
or foolish person 

wal-nut /'wa:l,nAt/ noun, pi -nuts 

1 [count] : a type of tree that produces large nuts which can 
be eaten — called also walnut tree 

2 [count] : the nut of a walnut tree ■ The banana bread has 
walnuts in it. ■ The recipe calls for a cup of chopped walnuts. 

— see picture at NUT 

3 [noncount] : the wood of a walnut tree ■ a table made of 
walnut ■ walnut cabinets 
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wal-rus /'wailras/ noun, 
pi walrus or wal-rus*es 
[count] : a large animal 
that lives on land and in 
the sea in northern re¬ 
gions and that has flippers 
and long tusks 

1 waltz /'wailts/ noun, pi 
waltz*es [count] a 
dance in which a couple 

moves in a regular series of three steps • They danced a waltz 
together.; also : the music used for this dance ■ Johann 
Strauss wrote many beautiful waltzes. 

2 waltZ verb waltzes; waltzed; waltz-ing 

1 : to dance a waltz [no obj] He waltzed with his daughter at 
her wedding. [+ obj] He waltzed her around the dance floor. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
move or walk in a lively and confident manner ■ He came 
waltzing into the room. ■ She waltzed right up to him and in¬ 
troduced herself. 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to suc¬ 
ceed at something easily ■ He waltzed [= breezed] through the 
tournament. ■ The team waltzed to victory. [=the team won 
easily] 

4 always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj\: to force 
(someone) to go ■ She waltzed the child off to his room. 
waltz off with [phrasal verb] waltz off with (something) 1 

chiefly US : to take or get (something, such as a prize) eas¬ 
ily ■ The actress waltzed off with several awards. 2 chiefly 
Brit : to take (something) that belongs to someone else ■ 
She waltzed off with my keys. 

wam-pum /'waimpam/ noun [noncount] : beads, polished 
shells, etc., used in the past by Native Americans as money 
and decorations 


wan /'warn/ adj 

1 : looking sick or pale ■ a wan complexion 

2 : having a weak quality : feeble ■ She gave a wan laugh/ 
smile. 

— wan-ly adv • She smiled wanly. 
wand /'wcr.nd/ noun, pi wands [count] 

1 : a long, thin stick used by a magician or during magic 
tricks ■ a magic wand 

2 : a long, thin electronic device used to gather or enter in¬ 
formation • The cashier used a wand to scan the bar code. ■ a 
security wand 

wan»der /'waind^/ verb -ders; -dered; -der-ing 

1 : to move around or go to different places usually without 
having a particular purpose or direction [no obj] I was just 
wandering around the house. ■ They wandered down the 
street. ■ Don’t let the children wander too far (off). [+ obj ] 
Students were wandering the halls. ■ She wandered the 
streets. 

2 [no obj] : to follow a path with many turns ■ The river wan¬ 
ders [= meanders, winds] through the valley. 

3 [no obj] : to go away from a path, course, etc. • He wan¬ 
dered away from the trail and got lost. — often used figura¬ 
tively ■ We are wandering from our original plan. ■ The 
speech wandered off the subject. ■ The speech was boring 
and my attention/mind began to wander. [=1 began to think 
about other things besides the speech] 

— wander noun [singular] chiefly Brit ■ Let’s have/take a 
wander. = Let’s go lor a wander. [=let’s take a walk] 

- wan-der-er /'wa.ndara 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a soli¬ 
tary wanderer • restless wanderers — wandering adj • wan¬ 
dering sailors ■ a wandering stream/road If you have a 
wandering eye, you look at and have sexual thoughts 
about other people even though you are already in a ro¬ 
mantic relationship. ■ Her husband has a wandering eye. 

- wandering noun, pi -ings [count] ■ The travel writer 
describes his wanderings in this book. 

wan-der*lust /'wamde^lASt/ noun : a strong desire to travel 
[singular] an insatiable wanderlust [noncount] Wanderlust 
has led him to many different parts of the world. 

1 wane /'wein/ verb wanes; waned; wandng [no obj] 

1 of the moon : to appear to become thinner or less full ■ The 
moon waxes and then wanes. 

2 : to become smaller or less : to decrease in size, amount, 
length, or quality ■ The scandal caused her popularity to 
wane. • Interest in this issue has continued to wane. ■ the 
waning days of summer 

2 wane noun 

on the wane: becoming smaller or less • Her popularity was 
on the wane. [=she was becoming less popular] 
wan*gle /'waeqgal/ verb wan-gles; wan-gled; wan-gling 
[+ obj] informal : to get (something) by clever methods or by 
persuading someone ■ He wangled a free ticket to the show. ■ 
He managed to wangle his way into the party, 
wank /'waerjk/ verb wanks; wanked; wank-ing Brit slang, 
offensive : masturbate 

— wank noun [singular] 

wank-er /'waerjka 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] Brit slang, offensive 
: a stupid, foolish, or unpleasant person 
wan-na /'waina/ — used in writing to represent the sound of 
the phrase want to when it is spoken • I don’t wanna go. ■ 
They just wanna have fun. The pronunciation represented 
by wanna is common in informal speech. The written form 
should be avoided except when trying to represent such 
speech. 

wan-na*be also wan*na*bee /'waina^i:/ noun, pi -bes 
also -bees [count] informal : a person who tries to look or 
act like someone else (such as a famous person) : a person 
who wants to be a particular person or type of person ■ an 
actress wannabe • a wannabe pop star 
1 want /'wa:nt/ verb wants; want*ed; want-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to desire or wish for (something) ■ Do you want 
more coffee? ■ He wants a bicycle for his birthday. ■ I just 
wanted a chance to rest. ■ She wanted more time to finish the 
test. ■ Do you want anything from the store? ■ What do you 
want for Christmas? ■ You can choose whichever color you 
want. — often followed by to + verb • She wants to go to col¬ 
lege next year. ■ I want to be alone. ■ “How old are you?” 
“Well, if you really want to know , I’m 52.” ■ I’m supposed to 
work late tonight, but I really don’t want to (do it). ■ You can 
do whatever you want to (do). ■ You can say what you want 
(to say ) about his personality, but there’s no denying that he 


1839 


want • ward 


is efficient. ■ I was so angry that I wanted to scream. [=that I 
felt like screaming] 

2 [+ obj] a : to need (something) ■ Our house wants paint¬ 
ing. ■ The motor wants a tune-up. b [+ obj] : to be without 
(something needed) : lack ■ Thousands of poor people still 
want food and shelter. ■ He’s not the most talented player, 
but he doesn’t want self-confidence. [=he has a lot of self- 
confidence] 

3 not used in progressive tenses [+ obj] a : to wish or demand 
to see or talk to (someone) ■ Tell him that the teacher wants 
him. ■ The police want him for questioning. ■ You’re wanted 
on the phone. [=someone wants to speak to you on the 
phone] b : to desire (someone) to do something • Your 
mother wants you to come home. ■ I just want him to be hon¬ 
est with me. ■ Do you want me to bring back your book? — 
sometimes + for in informal U.S. English ■ I want for you to 
do this. = What I want is for you to do this, c : to seek 
(someone) in order to make an arrest • The police want him 
for murder. — usually used as (be) wanted ■ The suspect was 
wanted for murder. ■ one of the nation’s most wanted crimi¬ 
nals 

4 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] infor¬ 
mal : to desire to move or be in or out of a place ■ (chiefly 
US) The cat wants in/out. [=the cat wants to go inside/out¬ 
side] — usually used figuratively ■ At first she wanted in on 
the deal [=she wanted to be included in the deal], but now 
she wants out of it. [=she does not want to be included] ■ He 
desperately wanted (back) into the game. [=wanted to get 
(back) into the game] 

5 not used in progressive tenses [+ obj] informal — used to 
give advice about what someone should do or be; followed 
by to + verb ■ You want to be very careful [=you should be 
very careful] when you pull out of the parking lot. ■ We 
might want to leave a little early. [=maybe we should leave a 
little early] 

6 not used in progressive tenses [+ obj] : to feel sexual desire 
for (someone) ■ You can tell that he wants her. 

want for [phrasal verb] want for (something or someone) : to 
be without (someone or something) : to lack (someone or 
something) ■ She certainly will never want for friends. [=she 
will always have friends] — see also ‘want 3b (above) 
want no part of/in see 'part 
want nothing to do with see 'do 
want rid of see rid 
2 want noun, pi wants 

1 formal : the state or condition of not having any or enough 
of something : lack [singular] His attitude shows a want of 
proper respect, [noncount] He is suffering from want of ade¬ 
quate sleep. 

2 [count] : something that is desired or needed — usually 
plural ■ We can supply all your wants. ■ The company caters 
to the wants and needs of its customers. 

3 [noncount] : the state or condition of being poor ■ people 
who are living in want 

for (the) want of: because of not having (something): be¬ 
cause (something) does not exist or is not available ■ For 
want of a better name [=since we don’t have a better name 
to use], let’s call it “Operation One.” ■ People are dying for 
want of medical treatment. [=because they are not getting 
medical treatment] ■ The project failed for the want of ade¬ 
quate funding. 

in want of : in the condition of wanting or needing (some¬ 
thing) ■ The house is in want of repairs. [=the house needs 
to be repaired] 

not for want of : not because of not having or doing (some¬ 
thing) ■ Her failure to get the information was not for want 
of trying. [=was not because she did not try] 
want ad noun, pi ~~ ads [count] US : a notice in a newspa¬ 
per, magazine, etc., that lets people know about something 
that you want to buy or sell, a job that is available, etc. ■ She 
checked the want ads to find a new job. — compare 2 clas- 
sified 

wanting /'wa:ntir)/ adj : not having all that is needed or ex¬ 
pected : lacking ■ The plan was wanting. [=the plan was not 
good enough] — often + in ■ They were wanting in common 
sense. [=they did not have much common sense] ■ He was not 
wanting in confidence. [=he was very confident] 
wan*ton /'waintp/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : showing no thought or care for the rights, feelings, or 
safety of others ■ Vandals were guilty of the wanton destruc¬ 
tion of the school property. ■ They were accused of wanton 
cruelty toward animals. ■ He showed a wanton disregard for 
his friend’s feelings. 


2 : not limited or controlled ■ a life of wanton luxury 

3 old-fashioned, of a woman : having sex with many men ■ a 
wanton woman 

— wan*ton*ly adv ■ They wantonly set fire to the cabin. 
— wan*ton-ness /‘waintpnas/ noun [noncount] 

wa*pi*ti /'waipati/ noun, pi wapiti or wa-pi*tis [count] 
: ELK 1 

war /'wo»/ noun, pi wars 

1 : a state or period of fighting between countries or groups 
[count] They fought a war over the disputed territory. ■ A war 
broke out when the colonists demanded their independence. 
■ a nuclear war [=a war fought using nuclear weapons] [non¬ 
count] We need to resolve our conflicts without resorting to 
war. ■ People behave differently during a time of war. • War 
could break out soon. [=a war might start soon] ■ The two 
countries were at war (with each other). ■ The President de¬ 
cided against going to war. [=starting a war with another 
country] ■ The taking of American hostages was seen as an 
act of war by the United States. — often used before another 
noun ■ war correspondents/reporters ■ the war years ■ his war 
service — see also civil war, cold war, holy war, pris¬ 
oner OF WAR, WORLD WAR 

2 : a situation in which people or groups compete with or 
fight against each other [count] a class war • countries con¬ 
ducting trade wars ■ the budget wars in Washington [ non¬ 
count ] Local politicians were at war [=fighting] with one an¬ 
other over the vacant seat. 

3 [count] : an organized effort by a government or other 
large organization to stop or defeat something that is viewed 
as dangerous or bad ■ the war on/against cancer ■ the war on 
drugs 

all’s fair in love and war see 'fair 
declare war see declare 

this means war — used to show you are offended by what 
someone has said or done and want to start a fight with 
that person ■ He insulted my girlfriend, and as far as I’m 
concerned, this means war. ■ (humorous) Make fun of my 
car, will you? This means war\ 
war of nerves see nerve 
war of words see 'word 

- see also tug-of-war 

wanble /'wo^bal/ verb war»bles; war*bled; war-bling 

1 [no obj] of a bird : to sing a song that has many different 
notes ■ Birds were warbling in the trees. 

2 [+ obj] humorous : to sing (something) especially with a 
high or shaky voice ■ warble a tune ■ He warbled his way 
through the song. 

— warble noun, pi warbles [count] ■ a canary’s warble 
war*bler /'woa'blay noun, pi -biers [count] : any one of 

many different kinds of small singing birds that live in Amer¬ 
ica and Europe 

war bride noun, pi ~~ brides [count] : a woman who mar¬ 
ries a soldier during a war ■ My grandmother was a war bride 
during World War II. 
war chest noun, pi ~ chests [count] 

1 : an amount of money that can be used by a government 
to pay for a war 

2 : an amount of money intended for a specific purpose, ac¬ 
tion, or campaign ■ The candidate held fund-raising dinners 
to build up his war chest. 

war crime noun, pi ~ crimes [count] : an act committed 
during a war that violates international law usually because 
it is cruel, unfair, etc. ■ He was found guilty of torture and 
other war crimes. 

- war criminal noun, pi ~~ -nals [count] 
war cry noun, pi ~~ cries [count] 

1 : a shouted word or sound used by fighters in battle to give 
each other courage or to frighten their enemy 

2 : a phrase or saying that is used to make people support an 
idea, a cause, etc. : battle cry 

1 ward /'woa-d/ noun, pi wards [count] 

1 a : a section in a hospital for patients needing a particular 
kind of care ■ She works in the cancer/matemity/psychiatric 
ward, b US : a section in a prison ■ a maximum security 
ward 

2 : one of the sections into which a city or town is divided 
for the purposes of an election ■ the council representative 
from Ward 22 

3 : a person (such as a child) who is protected and cared for 
by a court or guardian ■ They were wards of the state. ■ (US) 
The boy was made a ward of the court. = (Brit) The boy was 
made a ward of court. 
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2 ward verb wards; ward-ed; ward-ing 

ward off [phrasal verb ] ward (something) off or ward off 
(something) : to avoid being hit by (something) ■ ward off a 
blow — often used figuratively ■ I tried different remedies 
to ward off a cold. 

1 - ward /w&d/ also -wards /wadz/ adj suffix 

1 : that moves, tends, faces, or is directed toward ■ windward 

2 : that occurs or is located in the direction of ■ left ward • a 
rear ward movement of troops 

2 - watd ( chiefly US) or -wards adv suffix : in or toward a 
(specified) direction ■ up ward ■ west ward • looked skyward 

war dance noun, pi ~ dances [count] : a dance performed 
in the past by Native Americans before a battle or to cele¬ 
brate victory in battle 

war-den /'woadn /noun,pi -dens [count] 

1 : a person who is in charge of or takes care of something ■ 
the warden of the cemetery ■ a park/forest warden • a game 
warden [=a person who makes sure that hunting and fishing 
laws are obeyed] — see also traffic warden 

2 US : an official who is in charge of a prison — called also 
(Brit) governor 

3 Brit : any one of various officials at a British college 
ward*er /'woa'da 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] Brit : a person who 

works as a guard in a prison 
wardrobe /■woa'idroub/ noun, pi -robes [count] 

1 a : a collection of clothes that a person owns or wears • 
She has a new summer wardrobe. • She has quite an extensive 
wardrobe. [=she has a lot of clothes] b : the clothes worn by 
actors in films, plays, etc.; also : the department that keeps 
and takes care of the clothes for films, plays, etc. ■ She went 
to wardrobe for her fitting. 

2 : a room, closet, or chest where clothes are kept ■ a walk-in 
wardrobe 

ward*room /'woasdruim/ noun, pi -rooms [count] : a 
room in a military ship where officers sleep and eat 
ware /'we^/ noun, pi wares 

1 [noncount] : things that are made from a particular materi¬ 
al or that are designed for a particular use — usually used in 
combination ■ cookware ■ glassware ■ tableware 

2 wares [plural] : things that are being sold by someone ■ 
She sold her wares at the market. 

warehouse /■wea^haus/ noun, pi -hous-es [count] : a 
large building used for storing goods 
warfare /'woa^f e&l noun [noncount] 

1 : military fighting in a war ■ guerrilla warfare ■ nuclear war¬ 
fare — see also biological warfare, chemical war¬ 
fare, psychological warfare at psychological 

2 : activity that is done as part of a struggle between compet¬ 
ing groups, companies, etc. ■ industrial warfare • gang war¬ 
fare ■ economic warfare 

war game noun, pi ~ games [count] : a military training 
activity that is done to prepare for fighting in a war — usual¬ 
ly plural 

war-head /'woashed/ noun, pi -heads [count] : the part of 
a missile that contains the explosive ■ nuclear warheads 
war-horse /'woa^ho ml noun, pi -hors-es [count] 

1 : a person with a lot of experience in a field; especially : a 
soldier or politician who has served for a long time ■ the 
Democratic warhorse in the Senate ■ a general who describes 
himself as an old warhorse 

2 : something (such as a work of art or musical composi¬ 
tion) that has become very familiar because it has been 
played, shown, or seen many times ■ a new production of an 
old warhorse 

3 : a large horse used in war 

war-like /'woa^laik I adj [more most ~] 

1 : liking or tending to fight in wars or to start wars ■ a war¬ 
like nation/tribe ■ warlike people 

2 : showing or suggesting that a country, group, etc., is ready 
or eager to fight a war • The government has been criticized 
for its warlike attitude/statements. 

3 : of, relating to, or useful in war • warlike preparations 
war-lock /'woa^lcuk/ noun, pi -locks [count] : a man who 

has magical powers and practices witchcraft : a sorcerer or 
wizard 

waMord /'woa^load/ noun, pi -lords [count] : a leader of a 
military group who is not officially recognized and who 
fights against other leaders, groups, or governments 
1 warm /Wm/ acV warm-er; -est 

1 a : somewhat hot: not cool or cold ■ Be sure to keep warm 
when you go outside. • warm weather ■ a warm fire/radiator ■ 


I’m feeling warm. ■ We sat by the fire to stay warm. ■ It’s too 
warm in here. We should open a window, b : causing or al¬ 
lowing you to feel warm ■ This sweater is warm. ■ warm 
clothing ■ The sunshine was warm on my face. 

2 : feeling or showing friendship and affection ■ We were 
met with a warm welcome. ■ She has a warm and friendly na¬ 
ture. ■ The letter was signed, “ warmest regards.” ■ She gave us 
each a long, warm hug. 

3 : close to finding something, solving a puzzle, etc. ■ Keep 
going; you’re getting warm. 

4 a : having a yellow, orange, or red color ■ a room decorat¬ 
ed in warm colors/shades b of sound : rich and full : not 
thin or harsh ■ the warm sound of the cello 

(as) warm as toast informal : comfortably or pleasantly 
warm ■ The room was cold but I was as warm as toast lying 
under the covers in bed. 

— warm-ness /'woamnas/ noun [noncount] ■ the warmness 
of a summer’s day ■ She welcomed us with warmness. 

2 warm verb warms; warmed; warm-ing : to become warm 
or to make (someone or something) warm [+ obf] He 
warmed his hands in front of the fire. ■ We warmed ourselves 
by the fire. ■ I’m just going to warm (up) the leftovers, [no 
obf] Air rises when it warms, 
like death warmed over/up see death 
warm the cockles of your heart see cockle 
warm to [phrasal verb] 1 warm to (someone) : to begin to 
feel affection for (someone) ■ She quickly warmed to her 
guests. 2 warm to (something) : to begin to be interested 
in or excited about (something) ■ It took them a while to 
warm to the idea. 

warm up [phrasal verb] 1 : to become warmer ■ After being 
outside too long. I’m slowly warming up. • The days are 
starting to warm up. 2 warm up or warm ( something) up 
or warm up (something) : to do exercises in order to pre¬ 
pare for some activity (such as a sport) ■ You should always 
warm up for a few minutes before you begin to run. ■ The 
singer warmed up her voice before the concert. — see also 
warmup 3 : to start to do something that you will do in a 
more intense way later : to become more intense or enthu¬ 
siastic ■ He’s just warming up; he’s saving his best material 
for the end. ■ The party finally warmed up [-heated up] af¬ 
ter a couple of hours. 4 warm (someone) up or warm up 
(someone) : to entertain (people) before a show begins ■ 
The comedian warmed up the audience before the concert. 
5 a of a machine : to become ready for use after being 
started or turned on ■ I always let the car warm up for a 
couple of minutes in the winter before I start driving, b 
warm (a machine) up or warm up (a machine) : to cause or 
allow (a machine) to become ready for use after being 
started or turned on ■ The engine needs to be warmed up 
for a couple of minutes. 

warm your heart : to cause you to have pleasant feelings of 
happiness • It warms my heart to see them together again. 

— warming noun [noncount] • The warming of air currents 
affects weather patterns. — see also global warming 

3 warm noun 

the warm Brit; a warm place ■ come into the warm 
warm—bloodied /'woam'blAdad/ adj, biology : having 
blood that always remains warm : having a body tempera¬ 
ture that does not change when the temperature of the envi¬ 
ronment changes ■ warm-blooded animals — compare 
COLD-BLOODED 

warmed-over /'woamd'ouva'/ ad), US 

1 disapproving : not fresh or new ■ warmed-over ideas 

2 : heated again ■ warmed-over stew 

warm-er /'wo^may noun, pi -ers [count] : something (such 
as a device or piece of clothing) that is used to keep some¬ 
thing warm • a bun wanner ■ hand/leg warmers 
warm front noun, pi ~ fronts [count] : the front edge of a 
moving mass of warm air ■ An approaching warm front often 
means that rain is coming. — compare COLD FRONT 
warm fuz-zies /-'fAziz/ noun [plural] US, informal : feel¬ 
ings of happiness and affection ■ The movie gave her the 
warm fuxies. 

warm-heart-ed / l woa , m l haa , t9d/ adj [more most ~] 
: having or showing kindness, sympathy, and affection ■ a 
caring and warmhearted person ■ a warmhearted gesture 

— opposite COLDHEARTED 

— warm-heart-ed-ness noun [noncount] 
warm-ly /'wo^mli/ adv [more most 

1 : in a very friendly way ■ They greeted us warmly. ■ The 
new official was warmly applauded/received. 
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2 : in a way that keeps you warm ■ It’s cold out, so be sure to 
dress warmly. 

war»mon*ger /'woa-iinAijgas ‘woa^mairjga’/ noun, pi -gers 
[count] disapproving : a person who wants a war or tries to 
make other people want to start or fight a war ■ the warmon¬ 
gers in Congress 

— war-mon-ger-ing / , wofr|iiiAr)ga i rii), 'wo^maiggani)/ 
noun [noncount] ■ The press accused him of warmongering. 
— warmongering ad;, always used before a noun ■ a war¬ 
mongering politician 

warm spot noun [singular] chiefly US : a strong liking for 
someone or something ■ She has a warm spot [=sofl spot] in 
her heart for her old classmates. 
warmth /'woarnG/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the quality or state of being warm in temperature ■ I 
could feel the warmth of the fireplace. ■ She wore a sweater 
for extra warmth. [=so she would feel warmer] 

2 : the quality or state of being kind or friendly ■ She en¬ 
joyed the warmth of their praise. ■ They possessed a gracious¬ 
ness and warmth that put their guests at ease. 

warm-up /'wo»m,Ap/ noun, pi -ups chiefly US 

1 [count] : an exercise or set of exercises done to prepare for 
a sport or other activity ■ She did a five-minute warmup be¬ 
fore running. — often plural ■ He injured himself during 
warmups. 

2 [count] : something done before something else to prepare 
an audience, a group, etc., for the next thing — usually sin¬ 
gular ■ This presentation is just a warmup for the big session 
tomorrow. ■ Dinner is just a warmup. You should see what 
we’re having for dessert! ■ He’s just the warmup act. 

3 warmups [plural] : comfortable clothing worn by athletes 
while they are preparing for competition — usually plural ■ 
The race was about to start, so the runners removed their 
warmups. — called also warmup suit 

~ see also warm up at 2 WARM 
warn /'wo»n/ verb warns; warned; warming 

1 : to tell (someone) about possible danger or trouble [+ 

obi] I had b#en warned about the difficulties of the job. ■ She 
warned me that the stove was still hot. ■ The company has 
warned (investors) that its profits are likely to be lower in the 
coming year. ■ “This won’t be easy,” he warned. ■ Nobody 
warned me about the dangers, [no obi] — usually + about or 
of ■ The book warns aboutiof the dangers of not getting 
enough exercise. 

2 *. to tell (someone) to do or not to do something in order to 
avoid danger or trouble [+ obj] I warned him to be careful, 
but he didn’t listen to me. ■ She warned us not to go too close 
to the fire. ■ We were warned against using [^warned not to 
use] the faulty light switch, [no obi] — usually + against • 
She warns against making changes too quickly. 

warn off [phrasal verb] warn (someone) off or warn (some¬ 
one) off (something) : to tell (someone) to go or stay away 
in order to avoid danger or trouble ■ The neighbors warned 
us off their land. 

warn-lnq /'wowim/ noun, pi -ings 

1 : something (such as an action or a statement) that tells 
someone about possible danger or trouble [count] She gave 
me a warning about the difficulties of the job. ■ There were 
storm warnings [=wamings that a storm was approaching] is¬ 
sued for the area. ■ She issued a stem warning against making 
changes too quickly. ■ Let that be a warning to you. [non¬ 
count] We had no warning of the dangers that were ahead of 
us. ■ Without any warning she turned around and ran. ■ The 
storm struck without warning. 

2 [count] : a statement that tells a person that bad or wrong 
behavior will be punished if it happens again ■ I was stopped 
for speeding, but the policeman just gave me a warning, 
fair warning see ‘fair 

— warning adj, always used before a noun ■ A warning bell 
rang before classes started. ■ The policeman fired a warn¬ 
ing shot. ■ Falling prices may be a warning sign of a reces¬ 
sion. [=may indicate that a recession is coming] ■ the warn¬ 
ing signs of cancer 

1 warp /*woa»p/ verb warps; warped; warp-lng 

1 : to twist or bend (something) into a different shape [+ 

obj] The wood was warped by moisture, [no obi] The heat 
caused the wood to warp. 

2 [♦ obj] disapproving : to cause (a person’s opinions, 
thoughts, etc.) to be changed in a way that is wrong or un¬ 
natural ■ He held prejudices that warped his judgment. 

— warped adj [more —; most ~] ■ a warped vinyl record ■ a 


vicious criminal with a warped mind ■ They have a very 
warped view of human history. 

2 warp noun, pi warps 

1 [count]: a twist or curve in something that is usually flat or 
straight ■ There’s a warp in the floorboards. — see also time 
warp 

2 [noncount] technical: the threads that run up and down on 
a loom or in a woven fabric — compare weft 

war paint noun [noncount] 

1 : paint put on the face, the arms, etc., by Native Americans 
before going into battle ■ a picture of a chief dressed in a 
headdress and warpaint 

2 informal + humorous : makeup ■ She piled on the war 
paint. 

war-path /'woa^pasG, Brit 'wD'.,pa:0/ noun 
on the warpath informal : angry and ready to fight with, 
criticize, or punish someone ■ The boss is on the warpath 
today because the project is behind schedule. ■ Her sup¬ 
porters went on the warpath in response to her opponent’s 
accusations. 

war-plane /'woa^plein/ noun, pi -planes [count] : a mili¬ 
tary airplane that has guns or missiles 
1 war-rant /'worant/ noun, pi -rants 

1 [count] law : a document issued by a court that gives the 
police the power to do something ■ The police had a warrant 
for his arrest. — see also search warrant 

2 [noncount] formal : a reason lor thinking, deciding, or do¬ 
ing something ■ There was no warrant for such behavior. 

“warrant verb -rants; -rant-ed; -rant-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to require or deserve (something) ■ This report warrants 
careful study. [=this report should be given careful study] ■ 
The idea warrants [-^merits] further consideration. ■ The writ¬ 
ing was poor, but it hardly warrants that kind of insulting 
criticism. ■ The punishment he received was not warranted. 

2 a : to make a legal promise that a statement is true ■ The 
seller warrants [=(more commonly) guarantees] that the car 
has no defects, b : to give a guarantee or warranty for (a 
product) — usually used as (be) warranted ■ The tires are 
warranted [=(more commonly) guaranteed] for 40,000 miles. 

3 old-fashioned : to say (something) with certainty ■ I’ll war¬ 
rant (you) that they know the answer. 

warrant officer noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : an officer of mid¬ 
dle rank in various branches of the armed forces 
war-ran-ty /■worenti/ noun, pi -ties [count] : a written 
statement that promises the good condition of a product and 
states that the maker is responsible for repairing or replacing 
the product usually for a certain period of time after its pur¬ 
chase ■ The stereo came with a three-year warranty. 
war-ren /'woven/ noun, pi -rens [count] 

1 : a series of underground tunnels where rabbits live : rab¬ 
bit WARREN 

2 ; a building or place with many connected rooms, passag¬ 
es, etc., where you can get lost very easily ■ a warren of nar¬ 
row hallways 

war-ring /'wong/ adj, always used before a noun : involved 
in a war, conflict, or disagreement ■ warring nations ■ warring 
factions/parties 

war-rlor /'worijaV noun, pi -rlor [count] : a person who 
fights in battles and is known for having courage and skill - a 
proud and brave warrior — sometimes used figuratively ■ 
She has been a warrior against [=she has fought hard against] 
social injustice. — see also road warrior, weekend 
WARRIOR 

war room noun, pi ~ rooms [count] 

1 : a room where battles are planned that is equipped with 
maps, computers, etc. 

2 .* a room where people meet and exchange plans, ideas, in¬ 
formation, etc., in an active way ■ the war room of the candi¬ 
date’s campaign headquarters 

war-8hip Avo^vfip/ noun, pi -ships [count] : a military 
ship that has many weapons and is used for fighting in wars 
war 8tory noun, pi ~ -rles [count] : a story of a personal ex¬ 
perience that usually involves danger, struggle, or adventure 
■ He liked to tell war stone's from his life as a sea captain. ■ We 
exchanged war stories about our time as interns at the same 
company. 

wart Avo eij noun, pi warts [count] 

1 : a small, hard lump on the skin caused by a virus 

2 : a defect or fault • He was often selfish and thoughtless, 
but she loved him, warts and all. [=she loved him even 
though he had many faults] 

— warty /*wo»ti J adj ■ warty skin 
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wart'hog / l wo3't,ha:g/ noun, pi 
-hogs [count] : a type of wild 
hog that lives in Africa 
war-time /'wo»,taim/ noun 
[noncount]: a time when a coun¬ 
try is involved in a war ■ Many 
goods were rationed during/in 
wartime. — often used before 
another noun ■ wartime leaders/ 
operations — opposite peace¬ 
time 

war—torn adj : very badly harmed or damaged by war : tom 
apart by war ■ a war-tom country 
wary /'weri/ adj war-i-er; -est : not having or showing com¬ 
plete trust in someone or something that could be dangerous 
or cause trouble ■ The store owner kept a wary eye on him. ■ 
Investors are increasingly wary about putting money into 
stocks. — often + of • They remain wary of the new plan. 

— war-i-ly /'werali/ adv ■ They looked at each other warily. 
— war-i-ness /'werinas/ noun [noncount] 
was past tense of BE 

wa-sa-bi /'wa:sobi, wa'saibi/ noun [noncount] : a Japanese 
food that has a strong, hot taste and that is often served with 
sushi 

1 wash /'wa:JV verb wash-es; washed; wash-ing 

1 : to clean (something) with water and usually soap [+ obj] 
wash clothes ■ wash the windows • wash your hair ■ We have 
to wash the dishes. ■ Did you wash your hands? ■ Wash 
[-rinse] the vegetables in the sink, [no obj] Tell the kids to 
please wash [=to wash their hands, faces, etc.] before eating. ■ 
That shirt washes well. [=that shirt can be washed easily and 
without being damaged] 

2a[-f obj] : to carry (something) by the movement of water ■ 
The flooding washed sand and silt all over the area. ■ A sailor 
was washed overboard [=knocked off the ship and into the 
water] during the storm. ■ A lot of debris was washed ashore 
[=brought onto the shore by waves] during the storm. ■ The 
house is in danger of being washed out to sea. [=being car¬ 
ried out to sea by the movement of the water] b [no obj] : to 
be carried by the movement of water ■ The pollution washes 
into rivers from nearby factories. 

3 [no obj] : to move by flowing ■ Water washed over the deck 
of the ship. ■ Waves washed up onto the beach. 

4 [no obj] informal : to be believable or acceptable — usually 
used in negative statements • That story won’t wash. [=that 
story is not believable] • These claims won’t wash. [=these are 
not believable claims] ■ Blaming her poor grades on the 
teacher just doesn’t wash. [=is not acceptable] 

wash away [phrasal verb] wash (something) away or wash 
away (something) 1 : to carry (something) away by the 
movement of water ■ The waves at high tide washed our 
beach towels away. • The footprints in the sand were 
washed away. - The bridge was washed away by flooding 
last year. ■ Heavy rain washed away the grass seed. 2 : to 
get rid of (something, such as unhappy or unpleasant 
thoughts) completely ■ Take a vacation to wash away your 
troubles. 

wash down [phrasal verb] wash (something) down or wash 
down (something) 1 : to clean (something) with water ■ 
We’ll have to wash down the walls before we paint them. 
2 : to drink something after eating (food) ■ The kids 
washed down their cookies with milk. 
wash off [phrasal verb] 1 wash (something) off or wash off 
(something) : to clean (something) by using water ■ Wash 
the mud off the bikes before you put them away. 2 : to be 
able to be removed or cleaned by washing • This makeup 
washes off easily. ■ Does that ink wash offl 
wash out [phrasal verb] 1 : to be able to be removed or 
cleaned by washing ■ The wine stain won’t wash out. 2 
wash (something) out or wash out (something) a : to 
clean the inside of (something, such as a cup or pot) with 
water ■ Just wash out the coffee cups before you go. b : to 
damage or carry away (something) by the force of moving 
water ■ The flooding river washed out the bridge. ■ The 
flood washed out the road, c : to cause (something, such 
as a sports event) to be stopped or canceled because of rain 
■ Rain washed out Friday’s game. ■ This weekend’s game 
was washed out. 3 US, informal : to fail to successfully 
complete a course of training because you do not have the 
necessary qualities, skills, or abilities • This program is so 
tough, at least 30 percent of the students will wash out be¬ 
fore the end of the first year. — see also washout 


wash over [phrasal verb] wash over (someone or something) 

1 : to affect or be felt by (someone) thoroughly and deeply 

■ A deep sadness suddenly washed over me. • I felt relief 
washing over me. ■ Just close your eyes and let the music 
wash over you. 2 : to appear on (a person’s face) suddenly 

■ A look of surprise washed over his face. 

wash up [phrasal verb] 1 : to be carried by the movement 
of water to the shore ■ Trash washed up on the beach after 
the storm. 2 US : to wash your hands, face, etc. • It will 
just take me a minute to wash up and then we can go. 3 
chiefly Brit: to wash the dishes after a meal ■ I cooked din¬ 
ner and he washed up afterwards. 
wash your hands of : to say or decide that you will no 
longer deal with or be responsible for (someone or some¬ 
thing) because you are angry, disgusted, etc. : to refuse to 
be involved with (something or someone) anymore • I’ve 
tried to help them and they won’t listen to me, so I’m wash¬ 
ing my hands of the whole mess. 

2 wash noun, pi washes 

1 [count] : an act of cleaning something by using water and 
soap : an act of washing something — usually singular ■ My 
car needs a wash. [=needs to be washed] ■ (Brit) I’ll have a 
quick wash [=(US) I’ll wash up] before dinner. 

2 [singular] : a group of clothes, towels, sheets, etc., that are 
being washed or that are going to be washed : laundry ■ 
My jeans are in the wash. ■ (Brit) I’ll put a wash on [=F11 put 
laundry in the washing machine] when I get home. 

3 [singular] : the movement of water ■ We could hear the 
wash of the waves against the rocks.; especially : the waves 
made in the water after a moving boat passes by ■ The wash 
from speedboats is dangerous for swimmers. 

4 [count] : a thin layer of paint ■ a thin wash of white paint 

— see also whitewash 

5 [count] a : a liquid used for cleaning ■ They used a chem¬ 
ical wash to clean the bricks. — see also mouthwash b : a 
soap or lotion for the skin ■ an antibacterial skin wash 

6 [singular] US, informal : a situation in which losses and 
gains balance each other ■ You won the first game and I won 
the second, so it’s a wash. [=we are even] ■ The price is less 
online than at the store, but once you add shipping costs, it’s 
a wash. [=the two prices are about the same] 

It will all come out in the wash informal 1 — used to say 
that a problem is not serious and will be solved in the fu¬ 
ture ■ Don’t worry about it. It will all come out in the wash. 

2 — used to say that the truth will be known in the future ■ 
No one knows who was responsible, but surely it will all 
come out in the wash. 

wash-able/'waijabal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : able to be washed without being damaged • a washable 
silk ■ Make sure your vacation clothes are machine wash¬ 
able. [=able to be washed in a washing machine] 

2 : able to be removed by washing ■ washable ink 

— wash-abil-i-ty /.waija'bilati/ noun [noncount] 
wash—and—wear adj, US : made from a cloth that does 

not wrinkle so that clothes can be worn immediately after 
being washed ■ wash-and-wear clothing 
wash-bag /'wa:J,bEeg/ noun, pi -bags [count] Brit : toilet 
bag 

wash-ba-sin /'wa:J^beisij/ noun, pi -sins [count] 

1 : a large bowl for water that is used to wash your hands 
and face 

2 chiefly Brit : a bathroom sink 
wash-board /'wa:J,boa*i/ noun, pi -boards [count] 

1 : a board with ridges on its surface that was used in the 
past for washing clothes by rubbing wet clothes against it ^ 
Washboards are also sometimes used as musical instruments 
in some types of folk and country music. ■ The band fea¬ 
tured a banjo and the rhythms of the washboard. 

2 US, informal : a group of strong and well-shaped muscles 
that can be seen on a person’s stomach — usually used be¬ 
fore another noun ■ a washboard stomach ■ washboard abs 

Wash-Cloth /'wa^klaiS/ noun, pi -cloths [count] US : a 
small piece of cloth that you use to wash your face and body 

— called also facecloth, (Brit) flannel, (US) washrag, see pic¬ 
ture at BATHROOM 

wash-day /'wa:J,dei/ noun, pi -days [count] old-fashioned 
: the usual day of the week when clothes are washed 
washed—Ollt /'warjt'aut/ adj [more most ~] 

A of a color : not bright : very light or faded ■ a very pale 
washed-out blue ■ The colors look washed-out [=very faded] 
in these old photographs. 

2 : very tired and without energy : exhausted • I felt 
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washed-out after working all night, 
washed— up /'waiJt'Ap/ adj [more most ~] : no longer 
successful, popular, or needed ■ a washed-up actor/singer 
wash-er /'wa:Ja>/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a thin, flat ring that is made of metal, plastic, or rubber 
and that is used to make something (such as a bolt) fit tightly 
or to prevent rubbing — see picture at carpentry 

2 informal : washing machine • the clothes washer ■ We 
bought a new washer and dryer. 

wash*er*WOm*an /‘waij^wuman/ noun, pi -wom-en 
/-,wim9n/ [count] old-fashioned : a woman whose job is 
washing clothes 

wash-ing /'wa fu)/ noun, pi -ings 

1 [count]: an act of washing something with water and soap 
• These shirts will look great even after repeated washings. 

2 [noncount] Brit : clothes, towels, sheets, etc., that need to 
be washed or that are being washed ■ His mother still does 
his washing. [=laundry] • She forgot to put the washing out. 
[=to hang the laundry outside to dry] 

washing machine noun, pi ~ -chines [count] : a ma¬ 
chine used for washing clothes 

washing powder noun [noncount] Brit : soap in the form 
of a powder that you use to wash clothes, towels, sheets, etc. 
washing soda noun [noncount] : a chemical that is added 
to water to help clean very dirty clothes, towels, sheets, etc. 
Washington’s Birthday noun [noncount] : the third 
Monday in February celebrated in the U.S. as a holiday in 
honor of the birthday of George Washington The official 
name of this holiday is Washington’s Birthday, but in most 
states it is now usually called Presidents’ Day and is consid¬ 
ered to be in honor of both George Washington and Abra¬ 
ham Lincoln. 

washing—up noun [noncount] Brit 

1 : the activity of washing dishes, pans, cups, etc. ■ She was 
in the kitchen doing the washing-up. [=doing the dishes] 

2 : dirty dishes, pans, cups, etc., that need to be washed ■ a 
pile of washing-up 

washing—up liquid noun [noncount] Brit : dish deter¬ 
gent 

wash'OUt /'wa:J,aut/ noun, pi -outs [count] informal 

1 : a complete failure ■ He was a washout as a professional 
golfer. ■ The team lost so many games that the season was a 
total washout. 

2 : an event, game, etc., that is canceled because of rain ■ 
Yesterday’s game was a washout. 

— see also wash out at ’wash 

wash*rag /'wa:.f,raeg/ noun, pi -rags [count] US : wash¬ 
cloth 

wash-room /'wa.J^ruim/ noun, pi -rooms [count] chiefly 
US : a bathroom in a public building 
wash-stand /'wcLj.staend/ noun, pi -stands [count] : a 
small table used especially in the past in a bedroom to hold 
the things you need for washing your face and hands 
wash'tub /'wa.J’itAb/ noun, pi -tubs [count] : a tub used es¬ 
pecially in the past for washing dirty clothes, towels, sheets, 
etc. 

wasn’t /' WAznt/ — used as a contraction of was not ■ It 
wasn’t important. 

wasp /'wa:sp/ noun, pi wasps [count] : a black-and-yellow 
flying insect that can sting — see color picture on page CIO 
WASP /'wa:sp/ or Wasp noun, pi WASPs or Wasps also 
WASPS [count] US, ofien disapproving : an American whose 
family originally came from northern Europe and especially 
Britain and who is considered to be part of the most power¬ 
ful group in society ■ Most of the members of the club are 
wealthy WASPs. ■ The college had been known as a bastion 
of WASP privilege. 4- WASP is an abbreviation of “White 
Anglo-Saxon Protestant.” 
wasp*ish /'wa:spiJ7 adj [more most ~] 

1 : easily annoyed ■ a waspish temper : showing annoyance ■ 
waspish comments 

2 : very thin ■ her waspish waist 

- wasp-ish-ly adv 

was-sail /'wcrsal/ noun [noncount] old-fashioned : a hot al¬ 
coholic drink that is traditionally served in a large bowl espe¬ 
cially at Christmastime 

wast-age /'weisticfc/ noun [noncount] : wasteful use of 
something valuable : loss of something by using too much of 
it or using it in a way that is not necessary or effective ■ The 
current system results in a large amount of wastage. I=a lot 
of material is wasted because of the current system] • wast¬ 


age of valuable resources ■ avoid food/water wastage — see 
also NATURAL WASTAGE 

1 waste /'weist/ noun, pi wastes 

1 a [noncount] : loss of something valuable that occurs be¬ 
cause too much of it is being used or because it is being used 
in a way that is not necessary or effective ■ The current sys¬ 
tem causes a lot of waste. ■ We ne«d to find ways to reduce/ 
avoid unnecessary waste, b [singular]: an action or use that 
results in the unnecessary loss of something valuable ■ These 
old computers are still useful. It seems like such a waste to 
throw them away. ■ Any further investment would be a waste 
of valuable resources. ■ The show was a waste of money. [=a 
bad use of money] ■ The lecture was a waste of time. [=a bad 
use of time] c [singular] : a situation in which something 
valuable is not being used or is being used in a way that is 
not appropriate or effective ■ That role was a waste of her tal¬ 
ents. [=a poor use of her talents] 

2 : material that is left over or that is unwanted after some¬ 
thing has been made, done, used, etc. [noncount] hazardous 
waste ■ disposal of industrial waste * waste removal ■ The city 
oversees waste disposal contracts. ■ household waste [=trash, 
rubbish] [count] hazardous wastes ■ household wastes — see 
also TOXIC WASTE 

3 [noncount] : the solid and liquid substances that are pro¬ 
duced by the body : feces and urine ■ liquid/solid waste ■ a 
waste treatment plant 

4 wastes [plural] literary : a large and empty area of land 
: wasteland ■ the frozen wastes of the tundra 

a waste of space chiefly Brit, informal : a worthless person 
or thing ■ He’s a complete waste of space, 
go to waste : to not be used : to be wasted ■ It’s a shame to 
see all that food go to waste. ■ They don’t let anything go to 
waste when they’re camping. 
haste makes waste see haste 
lay waste to see ’lay 

2 waste verb wastes; wast*ed; wasting [+ obf] 

1 : to use (something valuable) in a way that is not necessary 
or effective : to use more of (something) than is necessary ■ 
Don’t waste water during the summer drought. ■ He always 
wasted his money on useless gadgets. ■ Turn off the lights so 
we don’t waste electricity. • I think he’s just wasting my time. 

■ We can’t afford to waste so much food. 

2 : to use (something or someone) in a way that does not 
produce a valuable result or effect: to fail to use (something 
or someone) in an appropriate or effective way ■ We can’t af¬ 
ford to waste this opportunity. ■ She’s a good writer but she’s 
wasting her talent. [=she’s not using her talent to do the 
things that she should be doing] — often used as (be) wasted 

■ My efforts were wasted. ■ He was wasted in that job. [=his 
talents/skills were not being used in the job] 

3 slang : to kill or murder (someone) ■ Someone wasted him. 
waste away [phrasal verb] : to become thinner and weaker 

because of illness or lack of food ■ The disease caused her 
to waste away. 

waste no time : to do something quickly • We wasted no 
time getting our tickets. l=we hurried to get our tickets] 
waste not, want not — used to say that if you never waste 
things you will always have what you need 
waste your breath see breath 
3 waste adj, always used before a noun : of, relating to, or be¬ 
ing material that is left over or unwanted after something 
has been made, done, used, etc. ■ waste material/water 
waste* bas*ket /'weist,baeskat, Brit 'weist,ba.skat/ noun, pi 
-kets [count] US : a small container for trash ■ She tossed 
the wrapper into the wastebasket . — called also wastepaper 
basket ; see pictures at bathroom, office 
waste bin noun, pi ~ bins [count] Brit : dustbin 
wast*ed /'weistad/ adj 

1 : not used, spent, etc., in a good, useful, or effective way ■ a 
wasted effort/opportunity ■ wasted money 

2 [more most ~]: very thin because of sickness or lack of 
food ■ When she came home from the hospital her body was 
thin and wasted. [=emaciated] 

3 [more most ~] informal : very drunk or affected by 
drugs ■ I saw him before the party and he was already wasted. 

waste disposal unit noun, pi ~ units [count] Brit: gar¬ 
bage disposal 

waste-ful /'weistfal/ adj [more most ~] : using more of 
something than is needed : causing something valuable to be 
wasted ■ a wasteful use of natural resources ■ a careless and 
wasteful person ■ It was a wasteful [= unnecessary] duplication 
of effort. ■ We must eliminate wasteful expenditures. 
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- waste-ful-ly adv - waste-ful-ness noun [noncount\ 
waste-land /'weist,l£end/ noun, pi -lands [<count] 

1 : land where nothing can grow or be built: land that is not 
usable ■ a desert wasteland 

2 : an ugly and often ruined place or area ■ The outskirts of 
the city became a grim industrial wasteland. 

3 : something that is being compared to a large, empty area 
of land because it has no real value or interest ■ That part of 
the country is a cultural wasteland. ■ the vast wasteland of 
television 

waste*pa*per /'weist'peipa-/ noun [noncount] : paper that 
you throw away because it has been used or is not needed 
wastepaper basket noun, pi -kets [count] : waste¬ 
basket 

waste product noun, pi ~ -ducts [count] : useless materi¬ 
al that is produced when making something else ■ a hazard¬ 
ous waste product 

wast'er /'weista 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : someone or something that uses too much of something 
or that uses something in a way that is not necessary or ef¬ 
fective ■ He has been called a waster of taxpayers’ money. ■ 
He thinks every meeting is a big time waster. 

2 Brit, informal : a person who never succeeds : a person 
who is not successful, attractive, etc. ■ Her boyfriend’s a real 
waster. [=loser] 

wast-rel /'weistral/ noun, pi -reIs [count] literary : a person 
who wastes time, money, etc. ■ a lazy wastrel 
1 watch Avcrtf/ verb watch-es; watched; watch-ing 

1 a : to look at (someone or something) for an amount of 
time and pay attention to what is happening [+ obj] They 
have a rookie on the team who is fun to watch. ■ I fell asleep 
watching television. ■ What movie are you watching ? • “Mom, 
watch me do a cartwheel!” ■ Watch us (do it) to see how it’s 
done. ■ She sat and watched the children play. ■ He didn’t 
know that he was being watched by the police. [=that the po¬ 
lice were looking at what he was doing] [no obj] “Would you 
like to play, too?” “No, I’ll just watch." ■ Just sit back and 
watch. ■ Keep watching to see what happens next. ■ “What 
happens next?” “ Watch and see" b : to give your attention 
to (a situation, an event, etc.) [+ obj] People are watching 
this presidential race very carefully/closely. ■ Fans anxiously 
watched the clock [=they paid close attention to the time re¬ 
maining on the clock] as the end of the game approached. 
[no obj ] Investors watched with delight as stock prices rose. 

2 [+ obj ]: to care for (someone or something) for a period of 
time in order to make sure that nothing bad or unwanted 
happens ■ Will you watch my things (for me) until I get back? 

■ He watched [-took care of] the baby while I made dinner. ■ 
Can you watch the dog for us this weekend? ■ Watch yourself 
[=be careful] up on the roof. 

3 [+ obj] a : to try to control (something) ■ She tries to 
watch her weight. [=she tries not to gain weight] ■ The doctor 
told him that he has to watch what he eats. ■ We’ve been 
watching how much money we spend, b : to be careful 
about (something) — usually used in commands ■ Watch 
your step. These stairs are slippery. ■ Watch your head get¬ 
ting into the car. ■ Watch what you’re doing! You almost hit 
me. ■ Watch what you say in front of him. He’s very sensitive. 

■ Watch your language/mouth/tongue, young lady! [=don’t 
say rude or inappropriate things] 

4 not used in progressive tenses [+ obj] : to make sure that 
something bad or unwanted does not happen ■ You will want 
to watch that it doesn’t happen again. — often used in com¬ 
mands ■ Watch (that) you don’t fall! ■ Watch (that) the wind 
doesn’t blow your papers away. 

a watched pot never boils see 'boil 
watch for [phrasal verb] 1 watch for (someone or some¬ 
thing) : to look for (someone or something that you expect 
to see) 1 Are you watching for your parents? They should 
be here any minute. ■ She watches for her school bus from 
inside her house. ■ The nurse watched for signs of the dis¬ 
ease. ■ We need to watch for any sudden changes in his 
heartbeat. 2 watch for (something) : to look for (some¬ 
thing that you want to get or use) ■ She is always watching 
for sales. 

watch it informal — used to tell someone to be careful ■ 
Watch it\ You nearly knocked over that lamp! 
watch out [phrasal verb] : to be aware of something danger¬ 
ous ■ If you don’t watch out you could fall. ■ You’d better 
watch out. [=be cartful] These stairs are slippery. — often + 
for ■ Watch out for that car! ■ There are many dangers that 
you need to watch out for. 


watch over [phrasal verb] watch over (someone or some¬ 
thing) : to take care of (someone or something) ■ The shep¬ 
herds watched over their sheep. ■ She believed that angels 
were watching over her. 

watch (someone or something) like a hawk see 'hawk 

watch someone’s back see 'back 

watch your back see 'back 

watch your p’s and q’s see 'p 

watch your step see 'step 

you watch informal — used to tell someone that you think 
something will probably happen ■ She’ll change her mind 
again, you watch. [=1 think she’ll change her mind again] 
2 watch noun, pi watches 

1 [count] : a device that shows what time it is and that you 
wear on your wrist or carry in a pocket • He glanced/looked 
at his watch. • digital watches — compare clock; see also 
STOPWATCH, WRISTWATCH 

2 a : the act of giving your attention to someone or some¬ 
thing especially in order to make sure that nothing bad or 
unwanted happens [singular] — usually + on or over ■ He 
maintains a vigilant watch over his property. ■ The guards 
kept a close watch over the prisoner. [=the guards watched 
the prisoner closely] [noncount] We are continuing to keep 
watch on [=monitor ] developments in the region, b [singu¬ 
lar] : the act of looking for someone or something that you 
expect to see : the act of regularly checking to see if some¬ 
one has arrived or if something has appeared or happened ■ 
She kept watch outside while the others robbed the bank. 
[=she watched to make sure that no one was coming while 
the others robbed the bank] ■ The police told residents to 
keep a watch out for a black van. [=to watch for a black van] 
■ When you’re driving in winter you should always be on the 
watch for ice on the roads. ■ I am always on the watch for a 
good bargain. [=always trying to find a good bargain] — see 
also WHALE WATCH 

3 a : a period of time when a person or group is responsible 
for guarding or protecting someone or something [count] — 
usually singular ■ Who has first watch ? ■ Everything was 
peaceful during his watch. • My watch ends in an hour, [non¬ 
count] Two guards were on watch. = Two guards were stand¬ 
ing watch, b [count] : a group of people who guard or pro¬ 
tect someone or something for a period of time — usually 
singular ■ A fresh group of soldiers relieved the morning/ 
night watch. — see also neighborhood watch c [count] 
: the period of time during which someone is in charge of 
something — usually singular ■ The business increased its 
profits on her watch. [=the business increased its profits 
while she was running it] ■ “Will anything go wrong?” “Not 
on my watch)'' 

4 [count] US : a quick announcement from an official source 
which tells people that severe weather conditions could oc¬ 
cur very soon — usually singular ■ The National Weather 
Service has issued a winter storm watch. ■ a tornado watch 

watch-able /'waitfobal/ adj [more —; most ~] : worth 
watching because of being interesting or entertaining ■ a mi¬ 
nor but highly watchable film 

watch-band /'wa:tf,b£end/ noun, pi -bands [count] US : a 
strap or band that holds your watch on your wrist 1 a leath¬ 
er/metal watchband 

watch-dog /'wa:tf,da:g/ noun, pi -dogs [count] 

1 : a dog that is trained to guard a place : guard dog 

2 : a person or organization that makes sure that companies, 
governments, etc., are not doing anything illegal or wrong ■ 
consumer/environmental watchdogs ■ watchdog groups 

watch «er /'waitfa-/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who 
watches someone or something regularly ■ a TV watcher — 
often used in combination ■ celebrity -watchers — see also 
BIRD-WATCHER 

watch-f Ul /'wcutffal/ adj [more most —]: always watching 

the actions of someone or something : paying careful atten¬ 
tion to someone or something • We need to be more watchful 
of our children. ■ The supervisor keeps a watchful eye on the 
workers. [=the supervisor closely watches what the workers 
are doing] ■ The hotel is being built under the watchful eye of 
its architect. 

— watch-fuMy /'waitffali/ adv • Guards stood watchfully at 
the gate. — watch*ful-ness noun [noncount] 
watching brief noun [singular] Brit : an act of watching 
the actions of a person or organization to make sure nothing 
illegal or wrong is being done ■ They have been keeping a 
watching brief on the company’s financial dealings. 

watch list noun, pi ~ lists [count] : a list of people or things 
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that are being closely watched because they are likely to do 
or experience bad things in the future • The government has 
released its new terrorist watch list. • The animals are on a 
watch list of species that could become extinct soon, 
watch-mak-er /'wcr^meika-/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a per¬ 
son or company that makes or repairs watches or clocks 
— watch-mak-ing / l wa:tf,meikii]/ noun [noncount] 
watch*man /Wtfman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] : a 
person whose job is to watch and guard property at night or 
when the owners are away ■ A watchman stopped them at 
the gate. — see also night watchman 
watch'tOW'er /'waitf^tawa-/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a tower 
that is used by a person who guards or watches a place 
watch-word / , wa:tf|W»d/ noun, pi -words [count] : a word 
or phrase that expresses a rule that a particular person or 
group follows : slogan ■ “Safety" is our watchword. ■ The 
new watchword in his campaign is "It’s time for change.” 

1 wa-ter /'wcuta 1 / noun, pi -ters 

1 [noncount] : the clear liquid that has no color, taste, or 
smell, that falls from clouds as rain, that forms streams, 
lakes, and seas, and that is used for drinking, washing, etc. ■ 
Would you like a glass of water ? • bottled/mineral/spring wa¬ 
ter • There’s water dripping from the ceiling. ■ Drink some 
water. ■ drinking wafer [=water that is safe for drinking] ■ The 
house has hot and cold running water. [=water carried by 
pipes inside a building] — see also bathwater, freshwa¬ 
ter, GROUNDWATER, HOLY WATER, ICE WATER, MINERAL 
WATER, RAINWATER, ROSE WATER, SALTWATER, SEAWATER, 
SODA WATER, TAP WATER, TOILET WATER, WHITE WATER 

2 [noncount] : an area of water (such as a lake, river, or 
ocean) ■ deep/shallow water • The kids love playing in the 
water. 9 A stick was floating on/in the water. ■ They like to va¬ 
cation near the water. — see also underwater 

3 waters [plural] : a specific area of water; especially : an 
area of seawater ■ frigid northern waters ■ coastal/shallow 
waters • We are sailing in international waters. ■ They were 
fishing in Canadian waters. — often used figuratively ■ We 
are entering into dangerous waters [=a difficult or compli¬ 
cated situation] whenever we discuss religion in public. ■ He 
began studying the murky waters [=confusing details] of 
copyright law. ■ The company is moving into uncharted wa¬ 
ters [=new and unknown areas] with its Internet marketing 
campaign. — see also headwaters, territorial waters 

4 [noncount]: methods of travel that involve boats and ships 
■ They came by water. [=by traveling on a boat or ship] 

a fish out of water see 1 fish 
blood is thicker than water see blood 
come hell or high water see hell 
dead in the water see 'dead 

hold water informal: to be possible or believable — usually 
used in negative statements ■ Her argument doesn’t hold 
water. [=does not make sense] ■ His theory cannot hold wa¬ 
ter. [=his theory is wrong] 

In deep water see 'deep 

keep your head above water see 'head *■ 

like a duck to water see 'duck 

like water informal : in large amounts ■ He spends money 
like water. 

muddy the waters see 2 muddy 

pass water medical : to send urine out of the body : uri¬ 
nate • a patient who is finding it difficult to pass water 
pour/throw cold water on : to say that you do not like (an 
idea, suggestion, etc.) in a way that stops other people 
from doing it or from feeling enthusiastic about it • He 
wanted to buy a new car, but I poured/threw cold water on 
that idea. [=1 said he should not buy a new car] 
still waters run deep see 2 still 
fesf the waters/water see 2 test 
tread water see 'tread 
troubled waters see troubled 

water breaks (US) or Brit waters break — used to describe 
what happens when fluid suddenly comes from a pregnant 
woman’s body because her baby will be bom soon • Her 
water broke early. 

water off a duck’s back informal ❖ If something, such as 
criticism, advice, etc., is (like) water off a duck’s back , it has 
no effect on someone. ■ He tried to convince her to take 
the job, but his advice was like water off a duck’s back. 
[=she completely ignored his advice] 
water under the bridge — used to say that something hap¬ 
pened in the past and is no longer important or worth ar¬ 
guing about ■ We had our differences in the past, but that’s 


all water under the bridge now. 

2 water verb -ters; -tered; -terming 

1 [+ obj] : to pour water on (something, such as a plant) ■ We 
need to water the lawn/garden/plants. 

2 [+ obj] : to give (an animal) water to drink ■ They fed and 
watered the horses in the bam. 

3 [no obj] of the eyes : to produce tears - My eyes were water¬ 
ing as I chopped the onions. 

4 [no obj] of the mouth : to become wet with saliva especially 
because you want to eat or taste something ■ Just smelling 
chocolate makes my mouth water. [=makes me want to taste 
or eat chocolate] — see also mouth-watering 

5 [+ obj] technical : to supply water to (a region or city) — 
usually used as (be) watered ■ The vineyards are in a region 
watered by two rivers. 

water down [phrasal verb] water (something) down or water 
down (something) 1 : to make (an alcoholic drink) weak¬ 
er by adding water to it ■ Someone watered down [= diluted] 
the punch. 2 disapproving : to make (something) less ef¬ 
fective, powerful, etc. ■ He had to water down [^simplify] 
the lecture for the younger students. ■ The movie watered 
down the lessons of the book. — see also watered-down 
water balloon noun, pi ~ -loons [count] chiefly US : a bal¬ 
loon that is filled with water ■ The boys were throwing water 
balloons at each other. 

water bed noun, pi ~ beds [count] : a bed that has a mat¬ 
tress which is made of rubber or plastic and is filled with wa¬ 
ter 

wa-ter-bird /‘wcr.ta^b^d/ noun, pi -birds [count] : a bird 
that swims and lives in or near water ■ gulls, ducks, and other 
waterbirds 

wa-ter-borne /‘wcuta^bo^n/ adi : spread or carried by wa¬ 
ter ■ waterborne diseases ■ waterborne commerce 

water buffalo noun, pi ~ 
buffalo or ~ buffaloes 

[count] : a large animal like a 
cow with long horns that lives 
in Asia and is often used to 
pull plows 

water bug noun, pi ~ bugs 
[count] US : a small insect 
that lives in or near water 
water butt noun, pi ~ butts 

[count] Brit: a large container 
for collecting or storing a liq¬ 
uid (such as rainwater) 

water cannon noun, pi ~ cannons or ~ cannon [count] 
: a machine that shoots a large, powerful stream of water 
and that is used by police to control violent crowds 
water chestnut noun, pi ~ -nuts [count] : the white root 
of a plant that grows in water and that is often used in Chi¬ 
nese cooking 

water closet noun, pi ~ -ets [count] old-fashioned : a 
room containing a toilet — abbr. WC 

wa-ter-col-or (US) or Brit wa-ter-col-our /‘waita^kAiW 
noun, pi -ors 

1 : a type of paint that is mixed with water [noncount] a 
landscape done in watercolor [plural] He only works in wa¬ 
ter colors. 

2 [count] : a picture painted with watercolors • We bought a 
watercolor of the shore. ■ an exhibition of watercolors ■ a wa¬ 
tercolor landscape 

- wa-ter-col-or-ist (US) or Brit wa-ter-col-ourdst 

/‘waita^k/vlanst/ noun, pi -ists [count] 
wa-ter cool-er / , wa:ta‘|ku:l^/ noun, pi ~~ -ers [count] : a 
machine that cools and stores water for drinking and that is 
usually found in offices and public buildings — often used 
to refer to the kind of informal conversations that people 
have in an office when they are not doing work ■ We always 
talked baseball around the water cooler. • He tried to avoid 
the water cooler gossip at the office. 
wa-ter-COUrse / , wa:ta‘|koa i s/ noun, pi -cours*es [count] 
formal : a river, stream, etc. • Pesticides are sometimes re¬ 
sponsible for contamination of watercourses. 
wa-ter-craft /'wcnta^kraeft, Brit 'wo:t3,kra:ft/ noun, pi 
-crafts [count, noncount] : a ship or boat 
wa-ter-cress /'wcntaikres/ noun [noncount] : a plant that 
grows in water and that has small, round leaves which are of¬ 
ten used in salads 

watered—down adi [more most ~]: made to be less ef- 
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fective, powerful, etc. ■ a watered-down compromise • a 
watered-down version of the original proposal — see also wa¬ 
ter down at 2 water 

wa-ter*fall /'warta^fa:!/ noun, pi -falls [count] : an area in a 
stream or river where running water falls down from a high 
place (such as over the side of a cliff) — see color picture on 
page C7 

water fountain noun, pl~ -tains [count] 

1 chiefly US : a machine that produces a small stream of wa¬ 
ter for drinking : drinking fountain 

2 : fountain 1 ■ There is a beautiful water fountain in the 
park near the rose garden. 

wa*ter«fowl /'waita^fawal/ noun, pi waterfowl [count] : a 
duck or similar bird that swims and lives in or near water ■ 
The lake is a refuge for migrating waterfowl. 
wa«ter»front /'wcuta^frAnt/ noun, pi -fronts [count] : the 
land or the part of a town next to the water of an ocean, 
lake, etc. — usually singular ■ They have evening concerts 
on the waterfront. — often used before another noun ■ water¬ 
front development 

water glass noun, pi ~ glasses [count] : a drinking glass 
— see picture at place setting 
water gun noun, pi ~ guns [count] US : water pistol 
water nole noun, pi ~ holes [count] : a small pool, pond, 
or lake used by animals for drinking — called also watering 
hole 

water ice noun, pi ~ ices [count, noncount] Brit : sorbet 
watering can noun, pi ~ cans [count] : a container that is 
used to pour water on plants — see picture at gardening 
watering hole noun, pi ~ holes [count] 

1 humorous : a place (such as a bar) where people gather to 
drink ■ We usually gathered at our favorite watering hole 
[=bar] downtown. 

2 : WATER HOLE 

water jump noun, pi ~ jumps [count] : a pool or stream of 
water that horses or runners have to jump over in a race 
(such as a steeplechase) 

wa«ter«less /'waitatas/ adj [more most ~] : without wa¬ 
ter ■ a remote and waterless desert 
water level noun, pi - els [count] : the height of the sur¬ 

face of water in a lake, river, etc. ■ Check the water level of 
the swimming pool. ■ We should have good water levels 
through the summer after all this rain, 
water lily noun, pi ~ lilies [count] : a plant that grows in 
water with round, floating leaves and large flowers 
wa*ter*line /'waita^lain/ noun, pi -lines 

1 the waterline: the level that water reaches on the side of a 
ship ■ We repaired the hull below the waterline. 

2 [count] US : a horizontal mark on a wall or other surface 
that was made by water during a flood and that shows how 
high the water was 

wa-ter-logged /'waita^lcngd/ adj [more most ~] : filled 
or soaked with water • a waterlogged boat ■ waterlo&ed 
clothes/soil ■ The ground was completely waterlogged. 
Wa»ter«IOO /^cnta^lu:/ noun, pi -loos [count] : a final de¬ 
feat ■ his political Waterloo • The governor finally met his 
Waterloo [=was defeated! in the last election, 
water main noun, pi ~ mains [count] : a large under¬ 
ground pipe that carries water ■ The water main burst/broke 
and flooded the street. 

wa*ter*mark /'wcLta^ma&k/ noun, pi -marks [count] : a 
design or symbol (such as the maker’s name) that is made in 
a piece of paper and that can be seen when the paper is held 
up to the light *$■ A watermark is usually found in expensive 
paper as a sign of quality. 

water meadow noun, pi ~ -ows [count] Brit : a field near 
a river that is often flooded with water 
wa*ter*mel*on /'waita^melan/ noun, pi -ons [count, non¬ 
count] : a large, round fruit that has hard, green skin, sweet, 
red, juicy flesh, and black seeds — see color picture on page 
C5 

water meter noun, pi ~ -ters [count] : a machine that mea¬ 
sures how much water is used in a building 
water mill noun, pi ~ mills [count] : a mill that uses power 
produced by moving water to run machinery 
water moccasin noun, pi ~ -sins [count] : a poisonous 
snake found in the southern U.S. that lives on land and in 
water — called also cottonmouth, cottonmouth moccasin 
water park noun, pi ~ parks [count] : an amusement park 
with rides that involve water and areas where people can 
play or swim in water 


water pipe noun, pi ~ pipes [count] 

1 : a pipe that carries water ■ The flooding was caused by a 
broken water pipe. 

2 : a device used for smoking tobacco, marijuana, etc., in 
which the smoke passes through water before it is inhaled 

water pistol noun, pi ~ -tols [count] : a toy pistol that 
shoots a stream of water — called also (US) water gun, (.US) 
squirt gun 

water polo noun [noncount] : a game that is played in water 
by two teams of swimmers who try to score by throwing a 
ball into a goal 

wa-ter-pow-er /'waita-tpawa-/ noun [noncount] : the power 
that comes from moving water and that is used to run ma¬ 
chinery or make electricity • Waterpower is a renewable 
source of energy. 

1 wa*ter*proof /'waita^pruif/ adj 

1 : designed to prevent water from entering or passing 
through ■ waterproof boots ■ The gaskets create a waterproof 
[-watertight] seal. 

2 : designed so that water alone will not remove it ■ This sun¬ 
tan lotion is waterproof. ■ waterproof mascara 

2 waterproof noun, pi -proofs [count] chiefly Brit : rain ¬ 
coat 

3 waterproof verb -proofs; -proofed; -proofing [+ obj] 
: to put a substance on (something) in order to make it wa¬ 
terproof ■ He waterproofed the deck by applying sealer to it. 
waiter— re«peMent /.waitan'pelant J adj [more most H 

: WATER-RESISTANT 

wa-ter-re-sis-tant ^waitan'zistant/ adj [more most -j 
: designed to not be easily harmed or affected by water or to 
not allow water to pass through easily ■ a water-resistant 
watch ■ water-resistant fabric 
wa*ter*Shed /'waitajed/ noun, pi -sheds [count] 

1 : a time when an important change happens — usually sin¬ 
gular ■ The protests mark a watershed [^turning point) in the 
history of the country. — often used before another noun ■ a 
watershed moment/year/event 

2 a : a line of hills or mountains from which rivers drain : a 
ridge between two rivers b chiefly US : the area of land that 
includes a particular river or lake and all the rivers, streams, 
etc., that flow into it ■ the Connecticut River watershed 

3 Brit : the time of day after which television programs not 
appropriate for children may be broadcast ■ The show will 
not air until after the nine o’clock watershed. 

wa*ter*side /'waita'.said/ noun, pi -sides [count] : the land 
next to a lake, river, etc. ■ The trail winds along the waterside. 

— often used before another noun ■ a waterside restaurant ■ 
waterside plants 

wa-ter—ski /'waita^ski:/ verb -skis; -skied; -ski*ing [no 

obj] : to ski on the surface of water while holding onto a rope 
that is attached to a motorboat moving at high speed ■ They 
spent the day water-skiing at the lake. 

- wa-ter—ski«er /'waita^skiija 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] — wa- 
ter-ski-ing /'wa:taiski:jii]/ noun [noncount] ■ Do you 
want to go waterskiing today? 

water ski noun, pi ~ skis 
[count] : a ski that is used 
in water-skiing 

wa*ter*slide 

/'waita'jslaid/ noun, pi 
-slides [count] : a large 
slide usually at an amuse¬ 
ment park that has water 
running down it and that is 
used for sliding down into 
a swimming pool 

wa-ter-spout 

/’wa:ta , ,spaut/ noun, pi 
-spouts [count] 

1 a : a pipe or tube for water to pass through b : an open¬ 
ing through which water flows 

2 : an area of rapidly spinning wind in the shape of a funnel 
or tube that forms between a cloud and the surface of an 
ocean or lake 

water table noun, pi ~ tables [count] technical : the high¬ 
est underground level at which the rocks and soil in a partic¬ 
ular area are completely wet with water ■ Heavy rainfall has 
caused the water table to rise. 

wa*ter*tight Awcnta^tait/ adj 

1 : put or fit together so tightly that water cannot enter or 
pass through ■ The doors/compartments are all watertight. ■ a 
watertight seal 
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2 : too strong or effective to fail or to be defeated ■ The evi¬ 
dence against the defendant was watertight. ■ a watertight ali¬ 
bi/case 

water tower noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a tower with a large 
container for storing water that is usually supplied to build¬ 
ings located near it 

wa-ter-way /'waita'iwei/ noun, pi -ways [count] : a canal, 
river, etc., that is deep and wide enough for boats and ships 
to travel through 

wa»ter*wheel /'waita-jwi:!/ noun, pi -wheels [count] : a 
usually large wooden or metal wheel that is turned by the 
force of water flowing against it 
water wings noun [plural ] : bands of plastic in the shape of 
a circle that are filled with air and worn on the arms to help 
people float when they are learning to swim ■ a pair of water 
wings 

wa*ter*WOrkS / , wa:ta i l w 0 , ks/ noun [plural] 

1 : a system for supplying water to a city or town that in¬ 
cludes pipes, pumps, etc. 

2 Brit, informal + humorous : the parts of the body that pro¬ 
duce urine : the urinary system 

turn on the waterworks informal : to start crying especially 
in order to get sympathy from someone ■ kids who turn on 
the waterworks when they want attention 
wa-tery /'waitari/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : containing or filled with water or a similar liquid ■ The 
pollen caused her eyes to become watery. • watery fields 

2 a of a liquid : very thin and similar to water in appearance, 
taste, etc. ■ The soup was watery and had no flavor. ■ watery 
tomato juice b : pale and seeming to have little substance ■ 
the watery light of winter ■ the watery moon 

a watery grave literary : death by drowning ■ She was res¬ 
cued from a watery grave. 

watt /'wa:t/ noun, pi watts [count] : a unit for measuring 
electrical power ■ a 40 -watt light bulb — abbr. W 
watt-age /'waiticfe/ noun [noncount] : the amount of electri¬ 
cal power measured in watts that something (such as a light 
bulb) uses ■ Use a bulb with low wattage. 

1 wat-tle /’wait]/ noun [noncount] : a structure that is made of 
upright poles and sticks, twigs, etc., that are woven with 
them and that is used for building fences, walls, etc. ■ a 
framework of wattle ■ huts built of wattle and daub [=wattle 
covered with clay] — compare 2 waitle 
2 wattle noun, pi wat-tles [count] : a piece of loose skin that 
hangs from the neck or head of some birds ■ a turkey’s wattle 
— compare 'wattle 

1 wave /'weiv/ verb waves; waved; wav-ing 

1 : to move your hand or something held in your hand usu¬ 
ally in a repeated motion in order to signal or greet someone 
[no obj] We waved to our friends through the window. ■ They 
waved at us. ■ She was waving in the direction of the bridge. 
[+ obj] We waved goodbye [=waved as a way of saying good¬ 
bye] to them and drove away. ■ The traffic cop waved cars 
through. [=waved in a way that told drivers to continue driv¬ 
ing through a particular area] ■ We offered to help but he 
waved us off. [=he waved as a way of telling us that he did 
not want help] ■ We tried to wave down a taxi. [=to get a taxi 
to stop for us by waving at its driver] 

2 [no obj] : to float, shake, or move back and forth because 
of wind ■ Flags were waving in the breeze. ■ fields of waving 
grain 

3 [+ obj : to move (something) back and forth • The magi¬ 
cian waved his magic wand. ■ The leader of the parade waved 
a flag. ■ It was so hot that we were all waving our hands in 
front of our faces to cool off. 

4 [+ obj : to hold up and show (something) in a threatening 
way ■ The robber waved a pistol at the clerk. ■ a maniac wav¬ 
ing [= brandishing ] a knife 

5 a [+ obj]: to make (someone’s hair) curl slightly — usually 
used as (be/get) waved ■ She got her hair waved, b [no obj of 
hair : to curl slightly • His hair waves naturally. 

wave aside [phrasal verb] wave (something) aside or wave 
aside (something) : to refuse to consider or respond to 
(something) ■ The officer waved aside my questions, 
wave the flag see 'flag 
2 wave noun, pi waves 

1 [count] : an area of moving water that is raised above the 
main surface of an ocean, a lake, etc. ■ The waves crashed 
onto the rocks. ■ ocean waves ■ The motion of the waves (un¬ 
der the boat) made us seasick. — see also tidal wave 

2 [count] : something that has the shape or movement of a 
wave ■ She has a wave in her hair. ■ amber waves of grain ■ 


Waves of warm air washed over us. 

3 [count] : a usually repeated movement of your hand or of 
something held in your hand especially as a signal or greet¬ 
ing ■ He gave me a wave. [=he waved to/at me] ■ We got a 
wave from the Queen. ■ The rabbit disappeared with a wave 
of the magician’s wand. - a kiss and a wave goodbye [=a 
wave that you use to say goodbye] 

4 [count] a : a period of time in which a particular type of 
activity is being done commonly or repeatedly ■ The tax cut 
triggered a wave of spending. ■ a crime wave — see also heat 
wave b : a large number of people or things that do some¬ 
thing together, are seen together, etc. ■ a new wave of immi¬ 
grants [=a large number of immigrants arriving at the same 
time] ■ The attacks came in waves. 

5 [count] a : a strong feeling that affects someone suddenly 

■ A wave of fatigue swept over me. [=1 suddenly became very 
tired] ■ He was overcome by waves of anger/fear, b : a 
strong feeling or attitude that is shared by many people at 
the same time ■ The new school has triggered a wave of opti¬ 
mism [=has made many people feel optimistic] about the 
public school system. ■ a wave of nostalgia ■ At the age of 80, 
she’s riding a/the wave of renewed interest in her work. 
[=she’s experiencing a time when many people are interested 
in her work again] ■ a time when the mayor was still riding a 
wave of public approval 

6 [count] technical : an amount of energy (such as light) that 
moves in a shape resembling a wave from one point to an¬ 
other point ■ light waves — see also airwaves, radio wave, 
SHOCK WAVE, SHORTWAVE, SOUND WAVE 

7 the wave : a movement made by a group of people espe¬ 
cially in a stadium or arena in which individual people stand 
up and then sit down again according to where they are sit¬ 
ting in order to create the appearance of an ocean wave ■ 
The crowd did the wave between innings. — called also (Brit) 
the Mexican wave 

make waves informal : to do something that causes people 
to notice you ■ He’s making waves in the music industry.; 
especially : to cause trouble or annoy people by complain¬ 
ing ■ I’m tempted to complain, but I don’t want to make 
waves. 

the wave of the future : an idea, product, way of thinking, 
etc., that will become very popular in the future • These 
new video games are the wave of the future. 

— see also new wave 

— wave-like /'weiv.laik/ adj [more most ~] ■ She made a 
wavelOce motion with her arms. 

wave-length /'weiv^eqkG/ noun, pi -lengths [count] 

1 technical : the distance from one wave of energy to anoth¬ 
er as it is traveling from one point to another point ■ Light 
and sound have different wavelengths. ■ radio wavelengths 

2 informal — used especially in the phrases on the same 
wavelength and on a different wavelength to say that people 
share or do not share a way of thinking ■ We are usually on 
the same wavelength. [=we usually agree, think the same way 
about things, etc.] ■ She is on a different wavelength than I am. 

wave-let /'weivbt/ noun, pi -lets [count] technical : a small 
wave 

wa-ver /'weiva-/ verb -vers; -vered; -ver-ing [no obj 

1 : to go back and forth between choices or opinions : to be 
uncertain about what you think about something or some¬ 
one ■ people who are still wavering between the two candi¬ 
dates ■ She wavered [= vacillated] over the decision for hours. 

■ They never wavered in their support for their leader. ■ De¬ 
spite the changes, he did not waver from his plan to retire. 

2 : to move back and forth in an unsteady way ■ The kite wa¬ 
vered in the wind. 

3 : to become unsteady because of weakness, emotion, tired¬ 
ness, etc. • Her voice wavered [=quavered] as she told us 
about their argument. ■ During a long lecture my attention 
will sometimes waver, [-wander, I will sometimes think 
about other things] 

— wa-ver-er /'weivara 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

wavy /'weivi/ adj wav-i-er; -est : having the curving shape 
of a wave or of many waves • She has wavy blond hair. ■ wavy 
lines 

— wav-i-ness /'weivinas/ noun [noncount] 

1 wax /'waeks/ noun, pi wax-es 

1 : a hard substance that becomes soft when it is heated and 
that is used to make various products (such as candles, cray¬ 
ons, or polish) [count] a variety of floor waxes [noncount] 
candles made of wax ■ car wax [=a substance used to polish 
cars] — often used before another noun ■ a wax candle/figu- 
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rine — see also beeswax, sealing wax 
2 [ noncount] : a natural sticky substance that is produced in¬ 
side the ear : earwax 

— wax-like /'wseksjaik/ adj [more most ~] ■ a waxlike 
substance 

2 wax verb waxes; waxed; wax-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to put a thin layer of wax on (something) : to treat or pol¬ 
ish (something) by rubbing it with wax ■ He waxed his car to¬ 
day. ■ The floor has just been waxed. 

2 : to remove hair from (a part of the body) by putting hot 
wax on it and then pulling the wax off • She waxes her 
eyebrows/legs. 

— compare 3 wax 

3 wax verb waxes; waxed; waxing 

1 [no obj\ of the moon : to appear to become larger or more 
full • The moon waxes and then wanes. 

2 [no obj\ : to become larger or more : to increase in 
amount, size, etc. ■ Interest in the story seems to wax and 
wane depending on other news. 

3 always followed by an adjective [linking verb] : to talk or 
write about something in a way that shows that you are ex¬ 
periencing a specified mood or feeling ■ He waxed nostalgic 
about his childhood. [=he talked/wrote nostalgically about 
his childhood] ■ waxing poetic 

— compare 2 wax 

wax bean noun, pi ~ beans [count] US : a kind of bean 
whose long yellow seed cases are eaten as a vegetable — see 
color picture on page C4 
wax-en /'wgeksan/ adj [more most ~] literary 

1 : made of or covered in wax ■ waxen figurines 

2 : looking like something made of or covered in wax: such 
as a ; very smooth and shiny ■ flowers with waxen petals b 
: very pale especially in a way that suggests poor health ■ a 
pale, waxen face 

wax museum noun, pi -ums [count] : a museum that 
has wax statues of famous people — called also (Brit) wax- 
works 



wax paper or waxed paper noun [noncount] US : paper 
that is covered with wax in order to prevent water and other 
substances from passing through it and that is often used to 
wrap food — called also (Brit) greaseproof paper 

waX'WOrks /'weeks,wa4cs/ noun, pi waxworks [count] Brit 

l WAX MUSEUM 

waxy /'weeksi/ adj wax-i«er; -est : seeming to be made of 
or covered in wax • The polish left a waxy residue. ■ a plant 
with waxy leaves ■ a waxy surface/substance 
1 way /'wei/ noun, pi ways 

l [count] a : how someone or something does something 
: how someone or something behaves, appears, feels, etc. — 
usually singular ■ I like the way she looks/dresses/laughs. [=1 
like her appearance/clothing/laugh] • The way he treats his 
mother is so sweet. ■ The machine isn’t working the way it’s 
supposed to. • It’s strange the way things seem to happen for 
a reason. • Do you really think that way about them? [=is 
that really your opinion of them?] ■ The steak was rare, just 
the way I like it. ■ Well, Your Honor, it happened this way. 
[=this is what happened] — often followed by to + verb ■ 
That’s no way to talk to your father. [=you should not talk to 
your father using those words, that tone of voice, etc.] ■ 
There is no easy way to say this: you have to leave. — often 
used with in • She explains things in a way that children can 
understand. ■ He spoke in a calm and gentle way. [=manner] • 
I said that she was quirky, but I meant it in a good/positive 
way. ■ In a strange way, I’ve always known I would go back 
there. ■ I try to be nice to everyone, and in the same way, I 
expect everyone to be nice to me. • He wants to win in a big 
way. [=very much] • In a small way [=to a small extent or de¬ 
gree], the experience helped me understand what it’s like to 
be homeless. ■ Their story is a tragedy in more ways than 
one [=it is a tragedy for more than one reason] ■ The way 
things are going [=if things continue to happen like this], I 
may lose my job. • We were disappointed when we lost, but 
that’s the way it/life goes. [=it is a fact that bad or disappoint¬ 
ing things happen sometimes] ■ Let’s stop here. That/This way 
[=by doing that/this] we can look at the map before we get 
off the highway, b : a method or system that can be used to 
do something ■ We’ll try doing it your way first. ■ Let me ex¬ 
plain it this way. ■ What are some (of the) ways that you deal 
with stress? ■ You can pay for your purchase in one/either of 
two ways', by cash or by credit card. — often followed by to 
+ verb ■ I’ve tried lots of different ways to lose weight. ■ That is 
a good way to look at the problem. ■ There’s no way to know 


what will happen next. — often + of m There’s no way of 
knowing what will happen. ■ He uses art as a way of express¬ 
ing his feelings. ■ You have a funny way of showing that you 
like her. • This gift is my way of saying thank you for all of 
your help. ■ She will become famous one way or another —if 
not by modeling, then by acting or singing. ■ One way or an¬ 
other, it’s going to happen. • For months, he had been trying 
to find a way into/to her heart [=to make her love him] ■ 
Where there’s a will, there’s a way. [=if you have the desire 
and determination to do something, you can find a method 
for accomplishing it] 

2 [count]: a person’s usual habits, actions, qualities, etc. ■ He 
has a charming way about him. [=he is charming; he be¬ 
haves/talks in a charming way] ■ Everyone is special in his or 
her own way. [^everyone has qualities that make him or her 
special] ■ It is not his way to give up easily. [=he does not give 
up easily] ■ She is familiar with Western ways. = She is famil¬ 
iar with the ways of Westerners. [=the typical habits, behav¬ 
iors, etc., of people who live in the West] ■ He is becoming 
older and more set in his ways. [=more unwilling to change 
his habits, behaviors, opinions, etc.] 

3 [count] a : the series of roads, paths, etc., that can be used 
to go from one place to another — usually singular ■ He 
asked the way to the museum. ■ What’s the quickest way to 
the library? ■ We took the long way home. — often used fig¬ 
uratively to refer to a series of actions, procedures, etc., that 
can be used to achieve something ■ One way around the 
problem of poor sales is to lower prices. ■ He is a Broadway 
actor looking for a way into the movie industry. ■ They 
smoothed the way for an end to the dispute. [=they made an 
end to the dispute easier and more likely] b : a road, path, 
etc. — usually singular ■ We could not find the way that 
leads to the waterfall. ■ The explorers hacked a way through 
the jungle. ■ They live across the way from us. = (Brit) They 
live over the way from us. [=they live across from us on the 
other side of the street] ■ There is another jewelry store 
across the way. — often used in names ■ He lives at 121 Vil¬ 
lage Way. C : a door, opening, etc., that is used for going 
into or out of a place ■ Which door is the way in? • The back 
way was blocked. ■ This door is the only way out of the 
room. — often used figuratively ■ We’re in trouble, and there 
is no (clear/simple) way out. [=no clear/simple way to get out 
of trouble] ■ They’re trying to take the easy way out [=trying 
to find an easy way to avoid having to do something diffi¬ 
cult] In British English a door or passage that leads out¬ 
side or to an exit door is often marked Way Out, while in US. 
English it is marked Exit 

4 [count] a : the route along which someone or something 
is moving or intends to move : the area in front of a moving 
person or thing • A tree had fallen and was blocking our way. 
• She used a flashlight to light her way to the shed. ■ Please 
move—you’re In my/the way. [=you are blocking my path] • 
Get out of my/the way 1 . ■ He asked the children to stay/keep 
out of his way while he made dinner. ■ “Can you give me a 
ride to the library if it’s not out of your way?" [=if you do not 
have to take another route in order to do it] “Sure, I can give 
you a ride. The library is on my/the way home.” [=1 pass the 
library when I take my usual route home] ■ I go past it on my 
way home. — see also in the way, on the way, out of 
the way (below) b — used with her, his, their, its, your, and 
our to describe someone or something that is moving for¬ 
ward, going somewhere, etc. • Paramedics pushed their way 
through the crowd. ■ The snail slowly inched its way toward 
the water. • The river winds/snakes its way through the val¬ 
ley. ■ He tried to buy his way into the prestigious college. 
[=he tried to use money to get himself accepted as a student 
at the college] ■ She managed to talk her way past the guard. 
[=she was able to convince the guard to let her pass] 

5 [count] a : a specified or indicated direction ■ Face this 
way so I can take your picture. ■ Try turning the key the oth¬ 
er way. • Which way should we go, left or right? • They went 
that way. • Look both ways before crossing the street. ■ The 
exit is this way, ladies and gentlemen. ■ She is coming/head¬ 
ing back this way. [=towards us] ■ The rabbit ran this way 
and that [=in many different directions], trying not to get 
caught, b — used with her, his, their, its, your, and our to 
say that someone or something is moving toward or coming 
to a particular person or thing • A storm is heading our/their 
way. [=towards us/them] • A tax rebate may be coming your 
way. [=may be sent to you] ■ A streak of bad luck had come 
his way. [=he was experiencing some bad luck] 

6 [singular] : a distance • They live a short way down the 
road. [=a short distance from here on the same road] * He 
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grew up a long way from here. [=far from here] ■ He talked 
the whole/entire way home, ^throughout the entire journey 
home] — often used figuratively ■ If you want to run for the 
Senate, we’ll support you every inch/step of the way. 
^throughout the entire process] ■ He still has a way to go [=a 
long time to wait] before the cast on his foot can be re¬ 
moved. — see also all the way (below), ways 

7 [singular] informal : the area or region where someone 
lives • The weather has been rainy (out) our way. [=out 
where we live] ■ I’ll visit when I’m down your way again. ■ 
They live out California way. [=in or near California] 

8 [count] a : a particular part of something that is being 
thought about or discussed — used with in ■ The new com¬ 
puter is superior to the other one in every way. [=it is com¬ 
pletely superior; all parts of it are superior] ■ In many ways, 
their stories are the same. [=their stories are the same to a 
great degree; many parts of their stories are the same] ■ In 
some ways the movie is brilliant, but In other ways it is just 
horrible. ■ Her statement is true. In a way. [=it is true to some 
extent; it is partly true] ■ In no way am I like my father. [=1 
am not at all like him; no part of me is like him] b : a man¬ 
ner of thinking about or considering something ■ The pun¬ 
ishment was severe, but in a way it was appropriate. [=it was 
appropriate when you think about it from a certain point of 
view] • I started looking at the problem in a different way 
than I had before. ■ To my way of thinking I=in my opinion], 
this is the best strategy. = The way I see It, this is the best 
strategy. 

9 [singular] : the situation that exists ■ People are dying of 
hunger, and it doesn’t have to be that way. l=the situation 
can be changed] ■ Business is good, and we are doing every¬ 
thing we can to keep It that way. • There’s nothing we can do 
to help them. That’s just the way things are. 

10 [count] : one of usually two possible decisions, actions, or 
results ■ We thought she would vote against the bill, but sur¬ 
prisingly she voted/went the other way. [=she voted for the 
bill] ■ I can’t see how the election could have gone any other 
way. [=how it could have had a different result] ■ I’m not sure 
if I will take the bus or train, but either way [=whether I take 
the bus or the train] I will be there tonight. ■ It’s all right with 
me either way. [=both possibilities are acceptable to me] ■ 
You can have either lower taxes or better-funded public pro¬ 
grams; you can’t have It both ways. ■ He wants it both ways. ■ 
Yes or no? Give me an answer one way or the other. ■ I don’t 
have an opinion one way or the other. — see also go either 
way (below) 

11 [count] : one of a specified number of usually equal parts 
into which something (such as an amount of money) is divid¬ 
ed ■ The money was divided three ways. [=it was divided into 
three amounts] 

all the way 1 : to the full or entire extent: as far as possi¬ 
ble ■ You have to pull the lever all the way back. ■ We were 
seated all the way in the back. 2 : throughout an entire 
process or period of time ■ His family was with him all the 
way through his candidacy. ■ They sang songs all the way 
home, ^throughout the journey home] 3 : to the fullest 
and most complete extent ■ I am with you all the way. = I 
support you all the way. [=1 support every part of what you 
are doing] 4 : over an entire distance • She ran all the way 
there. ■ You came all this way [=all the way to here] just to 
see me? — see also go all the way (below), 'way 6 
(above) 

a long way see ‘long 

by the way — used in speech to introduce a statement or 
question that may or may not relate to the current topic of 
conversation ■ By the way, I really like your shoes. ■ By the 
way, did you hear what happened today? ■ When do you 
leave for college, by the way ? 

by way of 1 : by traveling through (a place) : via ■ She 
came here from China by way of England. 2 : for the pur¬ 
pose of giving, making, or doing (something specified) • 
She said that many people are finding ways to improve 
their diets, and she mentioned her own family by way of ex¬ 
ample. [=as an example; in order to give an example] ■ This 
vase is slightly discolored. By way of comparison [=in order 
to make a comparison], examine the vase on the left. 
change your ways : to improve your behavior, habits, or 
beliefs ■ If you want to live a long life, you’d better change 
your ways ! ■ a former racist who has changed her ways 
clear the way 1 : to make the area through which some¬ 
one or something is trying to pass open and able to be used 
• Clear the way, please. [=move away from the area I am 
trying to pass through] ■ She directed traffic to clear the 


way for the ambulance. 2 : to allow something to happen 
or develop ■ The truce would clear the way for further dis¬ 
cussions between the two groups. 
give way 1 : to break apart and fall down ■ The step feels 
like it will give way soon. ■ The roof gave way [= collapsed] 
under heavy snow. 2 formal : to stop trying to fight or re¬ 
sist something : to agree to do or accept something that 
you have been resisting or opposing ■ After several hours 
of debate, the opposition finally gave way. [=gave in] 3 
: to be replaced by something specified — often + to ■ Our 
frustration soon gave way to anger. ■ Much of the state’s 
farmland has given way to shopping malls. ■ time-honored 
traditions giving way to more modern methods 4 Brit : to 
allow another car or person to go ahead of you or in front 
of you — often + to ■ Cars must give way [=(£?>) yield] to 
pedestrians. 

go all the way informal 1 sports : to win a championship, 
title, etc. ■ The team has the talent to go all the way this 
year. 2 : to have sex with someone ■ Did you go all the 
way (with him/her)? 

go either way — used to say that either of two possible re¬ 
sults is likely to occur and that neither is more likely than 
the other ■ I don’t know who’s going to win. The game 
could go either way. [=either team could win] 
go out of your way : to make a special effort to do some¬ 
thing ■ She frequently goes out of her way to help people in 
need. ■ I hate to make you go out of your way, but yes, I 
could use your help. 

go someone’s way 1 : to travel in the same direction as 
someone ■ Let me walk with you—I’m going your way. 2 
: to happen in a way that helps someone ■ Things haven’t 
been going our way lately. 

go your own way : to do the things that you want to do 
rather than doing the things that other people expect you 
to do ■ She was the kind of woman who always went her 
own way. 

go your separate ways see 'separate 
harm’s way see 'harm 

have a way of 4- If someone or something has a way of be¬ 
ing or doing something, the person or thing often has that 
characteristic or frequently does that thing. ■ Remakes 
have a way of being [=remakes are often] worse than the 
original movies. ■ She has a way of exaggerating [=she often 
exaggerates] when she tells stories. ■ Life has a way of sur¬ 
prising us now and then. 

have a way with : to be able to use (something) or to deal 
with (something or someone) well ■ She has a way with 
kids/dogs. l=she is good at dealing with kids/dogs; kids/ 
dogs like her and behave well when they are with her] ■ He 
has a way with words. [=he is good with words; he uses 
words in a skillful and effective way] 
have/get your (own) way : to get or do what you want to 
get or do despite the desires, plans, etc., of other people ■ If 
I had my way, students at the school would all wear uni¬ 
forms. — often disapproving ■ He is a spoiled child who al¬ 
ways gets his (own) way. • All right. Have it your way. [=do 
what you want to do] I’m done arguing with you. 
have your way with : to do exactly what you want to do to 
or with (something or someone); especially : to have sex 
with (someone, and especially someone over whom you 
have control, influence, etc.) ■ He has had his way with 
many women. 

in any way, shape, or form : under any circumstances or 
conditions ■ That behavior is not acceptable in any way, 
shape, or form. [=is not at all acceptable] ■ That is not in any 
way, shape, or form an acceptable or appropriate topic for 
class discussion. 

in the way or in someone’s or something’s way : making 
it more difficult for a person to do something : preventing 
something from happening ■ I left because I felt that I was 
just in their way. ■ We have important issues to deal with, 
but these petty arguments keep getting in the way. ■ We 
won’t let anything stand in the way of progress! — see also 
'way 4a (above) 

in the way of — used to indicate the type of thing that is be¬ 
ing described, thought of, etc. ■ His parents offered him lit¬ 
tle in the way of emotional support. [=they did not give him 
much emotional support] ■ How much money has she re¬ 
ceived in the way of campaign contributions? 
in the worst way see 'worst 

lose your way : to become confused or uncertain about 
where you are : to become lost ■ I lost my way [=lost my 
bearings] while hiking and ended up spending the night in 
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the woods. — often used figuratively ■ Some say that the 
political party has lost its way and really doesn’t know how 
to connect with voters anymore. 
make way : to create a path or open space so that someone 
or something can use it ■ Several houses were tom down to 
make way for the shopping center. • Make way for the 
paramedics. [=move aside so that the paramedics can pass 
through] ■ Make way! I’m coming through! 
make your way : to move forward usually by following a 
path ■ When his name was called, he made his way to the 
stage. — often used figuratively ■ After college, she set out 
to make her way in the world as a lawyer. 
mend your ways see ‘mend 

no two ways about it — used to say that something is defi¬ 
nitely true • No two ways about it —that was the best perfor¬ 
mance she has ever given. [=that was definitely her best 
performance] ■ They were rude—(there are) no two ways 
about it. 

no way informal 1 — used to say that you will definitely 
not do something ■ There is no way I’m going to swim with 
a shark. ■ “Do you want to Iry skydiving?” "No way” ■ No, 
I’m not doing it. No way Jos6. 2 US — used to show that 
you are very surprised by something or do not believe that 
something is true ■ “He’s 40 years old.” “ No way! I would 
have guessed he was 25.” 

on the way or on someone’s or something’s way 1 : in 
a state of development: in progress ■ More layoffs are said 
to be on the way. [=more layoffs will happen soon] 2 
: moving from one place to another place ■ The package 
should be on its way. ■ I’m afraid I must be on my way. [=1 
must leave now] ■ A funny thing happened to me on my/the 
way here. [=while I was traveling here] • You need help? 
I’m on my way. [=1 am coming to help you now] ■ She 
stopped for gas on the way home. [=while she was traveling 
home] ■ I have to run a few errands on my way home. 3 
: changing from one level or condition to another level or 
condition ■ House prices are on their way up. [=are increas¬ 
ing] 

on the way out or on someone’s or something’s way 
out 1 : leaving a place or position ■ The phone rang while 
I was on my way out. [=while I was trying to leave] ■ Would 
you mind closing the door on your way out'l ■ There are ru¬ 
mors that the superintendent of schools is on the way out. 
[=leaving his/her job] 2 : becoming no longer popular ■ 
Bell-bottom pants are, once again, on their way out. ■ He in¬ 
correctly predicted that the Internet would be on its way 
out within three years. 

out of the way 1 : far from other places that are well- 
known ■ They rented a cottage that was quiet and out of the 
way. 2 : done or dealt with completely ■ She got her 
homework out of the way [=she finished her homework] so 
that she could watch TV. • Let’s get these issues out of the 
way before we start working on any other issues. 3 : un¬ 
usual or remarkable ■ There is nothing out of the way about 
the plan. — see also out-of-the-way, ‘way 4a (above) 
parting of the ways see ‘parting 
part ways see 2 part 

see your way (dear) to : to be willing to (do something) ■ 
I’d be very grateful if you could see your way clear to lend/ 
lending me a few dollars. [=if you would lend me a few dol¬ 
lars] 

the other way around also chiefly Brit the other way 
round 1 : in the opposite position, direction, or order ■ 
You put the fork on the right and the knife on the left. 
They should be the other way around. [=the fork should be 
on the left and the knife on the right] 2 — used to say 
that the opposite situation is true ■ Sometimes I cook and 
she does the dishes and sometimes it is the other way 
around. [=and sometimes she cooks and I do the dishes] ■ “I 
thought he wanted a divorce.” “No, it was the other way 
around." [=she wanted a divorce] 
the way informal 1 — used to say what someone's way of 
speaking, behaving, etc., seems to suggest ■ You’d think she 
was rich, the way she spends money! [=she spends money 
like a rich person] ■ The way he talks, you would think he 
ran the company. [=he talks as if he were the person who 
runs the company] 2 — used to say that something hap¬ 
pens or is done with the same attitude, at the same pace, 
etc., as something else ■ They replace their cars the way 
[=like\ other people replace shoes. 
the way/ways of the world : how things happen or how 
people behave ■ Success comes easier for some people. 
That’s just the way of the world. • Because he was young 


and inexperienced in the ways of the world , people were 
able to take advantage of him. 
way of life 1 : the habits, customs, and beliefs of a particu¬ 
lar person or group of people ■ modem and traditional 
ways of life ■ Unhampered development is threatening 
these farmers’ way of life. [=it could force them to stop 
farming] 2 : an important activity, job, etc., that affects 
all parts of someone’s life ■ For me, tennis is not just a 
sport, it’s a way of life. 

way to go US, informal — used to tell someone that he or 
she has done something well ■ Nice job, guys! Way to go! 
work your way see ‘work 

- see also milky way, under way, ways and means 
2 way adv, informal 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to a great dis¬ 
tance or extent: very far ■ He is way ahead of the other run¬ 
ners. ■ They live way out in the country. ■ We sat way back in 
the last row. ■ I missed a week of class and fell way behind. ■ 
Her political views are way to the left/right. [=they are very 
liberal/conservative] 

2 : by a great amount ■ I ate way [-far] too much. ■ The car is 
way [=much] too expensive. 

3 always followed by an adjective, US : very • Your parents 
are way cool. • We’re way excited. 

way back : from a time in the distant past ■ The group was 
popular way back in the 1960s. ■ They are friends from way 
back. [=they have been friends for a long time] 
way-far-er / , wei l fera>/ noun, pi -ers [count] literary : a per¬ 
son who travels from place to place usually by walking 
way-lay /‘wei,lei/ verb -lays; -laid /-,leid/; -lay-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to stop (someone who is going somewhere) — usually 
used as (be) waylaid • She was waylaid by reporters as she left 
the courthouse. — sometimes used figuratively ■ She was 
waylaid by the flu. 

2 : to attack (someone or something) by surprise from a hid¬ 
den place ■ Gangs sometimes waylay travelers on that road. ■ 
We were waylaid by a group of kids with water balloons. 

Way—OUt /'wei'aut/ adj [more most ~] informal : very 
strange or unusual ■ an extremist with some way-out [=far- 
out ] ideas 

ways /'weiz/ noun [singular] US, informal : a distance ■ We 
are a long ways [=way] from home. [=we are far from home] ■ 
We still have a ways to go. [=a long way to go] — often used 
figuratively ■ We’ve done a lot of work, but we have a long 
ways [=way] to go. [=we still have a lot of work to do] ■ The 
wedding is still a long ways off. [=it is still far in the future] ■ 
She still has a ways to go [=she still has a long time to wait] 
before graduation. 

ways and means noun [noncount] 

1 somewhat formal : the methods and tools used for doing 
something ■ ways and means of increasing revenue 

2 Ways and Means : a committee in the U.S. House of Rep¬ 
resentatives that is in charge of taxes, trade issues, govern¬ 
ment debt, etc. 

way-side /'wei,said/ noun, pi -sides [count] : the land next 
to a road or path ■ Flowers grew along the wayside. — often 
used before another noun • a wayside inn/restaurant 
by the wayside : into a state of no longer being considered, 
used, etc. ■ We were going to redo the kitchen this spring, 
but those plans have fallen/gone by the wayside. [=we have 
dropped/abandoned those plans] • traditions that are fall¬ 
ing by the wayside 

way Station noun, pi ~ -tions [count] US : a place where 
people can stop for rest, supplies, etc., during a long journey 

- sometimes used figuratively ■ using the Senate as a way 
station to the presidency 

Way-Ward /'wei.w^d/ ad) [more most ~] 

1 : tending to behave in ways that are not socially acceptable 
■ parents of a wayward teenager 

2 : not going or moving in the intended direction ■ a way¬ 
ward throw ■ wayward rockets 

- way-ward-ly adv - way-ward-ness noun [noncount] 
wa-ZOO /wa'zu:/ noun, pi -zoos [count] US slang, humorous 

: the part of the body you sit on : BUTrocKS 
out/up the wazoo US, informal : in large amounts ■ We have 
bills up the wazoo. [=we have many bills] ■ a team with tal¬ 
ent out the wazoo [=a team with a great amount of talent] 
wc abbr, chiefly Brit water closet 
we /'wi:/ pronoun 

1 — used to refer to the speaker and another person or 
group of people as the subject of a verb ■ We had a party at 
work. ■ If you are ready, we can get started. ■ We would like a 
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table for two. ■ What are we having for dinner? ■ We are shar¬ 
ing a pizza. What are you having? ■ Let us know where we 
should meet you. — compare i 

2 a — used to refer to the company, business, organization, 
etc., that the speaker works for or is involved with ■ We will 
publish the answers in next week’s issue. ■ We close for a 
week in July every year. ■ We are only open until noon today, 
b formal — used like / by a king or queen • "We welcome 
you," said the queen to her visitors. — see also the royal “we ” 
at ‘royal 

3 : people in general ■ We must learn to forgive those who 
hurt us. 

4 : YOU — used in speech when trying to persuade or en¬ 
courage someone to do or say something ■ “How are we feel¬ 
ing today?," the nurse asked the patient. ■ Be very quiet, chil¬ 
dren. We don’t want to wake Daddy, do we? • A little edgy, 
are we? 

weak /'wi:k/ adj weak-er; -est [also more —; most ~] 

1 : having little physical power or ability : not strong ■ He 
has a weak throwing arm. ■ The illness left her too weak to 
stand up. ■ The child was bom with weak lungs. • weak eyes/ 
eyesight 

2 : having little power or force ■ The batter hit a weak 
ground ball. ■ a weak punch ■ weak winds ■ She uttered her 
reply in a weak voice. 

3 : likely to break or stop working properly : not able to 
handle weight, pressure, or strain ■ The door’s hinge is weak. 

■ a weak rope 

4 disapproving a : having little power or influence • He 
proved to be a weak and ineffectual leader, b : not able to 
make good decisions or deal with difficult situations ■ Some 
see compromise as a sign of a weak character. • In a weak 
moment [=during a brief time when I had bad judgment] I 
told them my secret. 

5 a : lacking enough or the usual amount of an important 
ingredient ■ This tea is weak. [=it has little tea flavor] • weak 
cocktails [^cocktails that contain less than the usual amount 
of alcohol] ■ a weak bleach solution [=a mixture of water and 
a small amount of bleach] b : not powerful in action or ef¬ 
fect ■ a weak drug ■ a country with weak environmental laws 
• a weak radio signal 

6 : not likely to persuade or convince people that something 
is true, real, correct, etc. ■ Her arguments in support of the 
theory were weak. ■ He gave a weak excuse for being late. • 
The prosecution has a weak case. 

7 : not having enough skill or ability ■ Many of the students 
are weak in math and science. ■ The team is weak on defense. 

8 : failing to produce the result that is wanted : not effective 

■ The pun was a weak attempt at humor. ■ The novel’s plot 
was weak. [=it did not make sense, did not seem realistic, 
etc.] 

9 : showing little confidence or enthusiasm ■ He gave only a 
weak smile. 

10a: having a value that is small or is not increasing : less 
valuable ■ The dollar is weak, b : in a poor financial condi¬ 
tion ■ a weak economy ■ a weak housing market [=a situation 
in which few people are buying houses] 

11 : dull or pale ■ The weak winter light shone through the 
window. ■ weak colors 

12 : smaller than the usual size ■ a man with a weak chin 

13 grammar : following the normal patterns by which the 
past tenses of verbs are usually formed : regular ■ Since 
“work” is a weak verb, its past tense is “worked.” 

a weak stomach see ‘stomach 
the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak see ‘spirit 
the weak : weak people ■ the weak and the powerful 
weak at/in the knees : so nervous or powerfully affected 
that it is difficult for you to stand ■ The announcement 
made me weak at the knees. • She said hello to me and I 
went weak in the knees. 

— weak’ly adv ■ He smiled weakly at me. 

synonyms weak, feeble, and frail mean lacking 
strength, weak is a general word that can describe either a 
temporary or permanent lack of strength. ■ He felt weak 
after his illness. ■ I’m too weak to lift that heavy box by my¬ 
self. feeble stresses the kind of very great weakness that 
often makes other people feel pity or sympathy. ■ Feeble 
with hunger, the dog was found wandering in the streets. 
frail is usually used to describe a veiy weak person who 
is easily injured especially because of illness or age. ■ a frail 
and sickly child ■ She became very frail in her old age. 

weaken /'wi:kan/ verb -ens; -ened; -ending 


1 [+ obf] : to make (something or someone) weaker, less 
forceful, less effective, etc. ■ The disease weakens the im¬ 
mune system. ■ people (whose bodies are) weakened by hun¬ 
ger ■ Some are concerned that the increase in taxes will 
weaken the economy. ■ The beams had been weakened by 
water damage. ■ efforts to weaken environmental laws • The 
recent setbacks have not weakened our resolve. • These 
kinds of contradictions weaken your argument. 

2 [no obf\ : to become weaker, less forceful, less effective, 
etc. ■ The disease causes the immune system to weaken. ■ The 
housing market is weakening. I=fewer people are buying 
houses] 

3 of money : to decrease in value when compared to money 
from other countries [no obf] The dollar has continued to 
weaken against the euro. [+ obf] Lower interest rates have 
weakened the dollar. — opposite strengthen 

— weakening noun [noncount] ■ the weakening of environ¬ 
mental laws 

weak'ling /‘wiiklirj/ noun, pi -lings [count] disapproving : a 
weak person ■ a 90-pound weakling 
weak—mind*ed /‘wi.k'maindad/ adj [more —; most ~] dis¬ 
approving : having or showing a lack of good sense or judg¬ 
ment : foolish ■ the faulty logic of weak-minded individu¬ 
als ■ weak-minded rhetoric 
weakness /'wi.knas/ noun, pi -ness-es 

1 [noncount] : the quality or state of being weak • muscle 
weakness ■ The weakness of her voice surprised me. ■ The in¬ 
cident exposed his weakness as a leader. ■ Some see compro¬ 
mise as a sign of weakness. ■ moral weakness • the weakness 
of a radio signal/Intemet connection ■ the weakness of the 
dollar/economy ■ I told them my secret in a moment of weak¬ 
ness. 

2 [count] : a quality or feature that prevents someone or 
something from being effective or useful ■ The tutor assessed 
the student’s strengths and weaknesses. • The basketball team 
has few weaknesses. 

3 [count] a : something that you like so much that you are 
often unable to resist it ■ Chocolate is my greatest weakness. 
b : a strong feeling of desire for something ■ He has a weak¬ 
ness for desserts. 

weak sister noun, pi ~ -ters [count] US : a member of a 
group that is weak or unsuccessful in comparison to others 
in the group ■ The company is no longer a/the weak sister 
among auto producers. 

1 weal /'wi:l/ noun [noncount] old-fashioned : a state of being 
happy, healthy, and successful : well-being ■ work to im¬ 
prove the public/common weal — compare 2 weal 
2 weal noun, pi weals [count] : a usually reddish bump or 
bruise on the skin : welt — compare ‘weal 
wealth /'weie/ noun 

1 [noncount] a : a large amount of money and possessions ■ 
a nation/family that has acquired great wealth • someone 
whose sole goal is the accumulation of wealth b : the value 
of all the property, possessions, and money that someone or 
something has ■ Her personal wealth is estimated to be 
around $10 billion. ■ What percentage of the national wealth 
is spent on health care? 

2 [singular] : a large amount or number ■ I was impressed by 
the wealth of choices. ■ Libraries offer a wealth of informa¬ 
tion. 

share/spread the wealth : to share your money, goods, 
etc., with other people ■ If your garden is overflowing, be a 
good neighbor and spread the wealth. [=give some of what 
is growing in your garden to neighbors] 
wealthy /*wel0i/ ad) wealthier; -est : having a lot of 
money and possessions : rich ■ He is a wealthy entrepre¬ 
neur. ■ the wealthiest nations in the world ■ They live in a 
wealthy [^well-to-do] suburb. ■ a wealthy [-affluent] neighbor¬ 
hood ■ They were fabulously/very wealthy, 
the wealthy : wealthy people ■ policies to benefit the wealthy 
[=the rich] 

— wealth'i*ness /'welGinas/ noun [noncount] 

wean /'wi:n/ verb weans; weaned; wean-ing [+ obf] : to 
start feeding (a child or young animal) food other than its 
mother’s milk ■ The calves are weaned at an early age. 
wean from/off [phrasal verb ] wean (someone or something) 
from/off (something) : to make (someone or something) 
stop doing or using (something) ■ efforts to wean the coun¬ 
try from its dependence on foreign oil • I’m gradually 
weaning myself off cigarettes. 

wean on [phrasal verb] wean (someone) on (something) : to 
have (someone) see, use, or experience (something) often 
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especially from a young age — usually used as (be) weaned 
on ■ a generation of kids weaned on television [=a genera¬ 
tion of kids who have watched television a lot since they 
were very young] ■ Although bom in the 1970s, the singer 
says she was weaned on the music of the 1940s. 
weap-on/'wcpan/ noun,pi- ons [count] 

1 : something (such as a gun, knife, club, or bomb) that is 
used for fighting or attacking someone or for defending 
yourself when someone is attacking you • assault with a 
deadly weapon ■ a concealed weapon ■ chemical/biological 
weapons [=weapons that use dangerous chemicals, germs, 
etc.] * weapons of mass destruction [=weapons that can de¬ 
stroy entire cities, regions, etc.] ■ The police never found the 
murder weapon. [=the weapon used to commit murder] 

2 : something (such as a skill, idea, or tool) that is used to 
win a contest or achieve something ■ The pitcher’s slider is 
his most effective weapon. • a new weapon in the fight against 
cancer ■ The mayor’s campaign unleashed its secret weapon. 

weap-on-ry /'wepanri/ noun [noncount] : weapons • The 
army has developed some new high-tech weaponry. 

1 wear /'weay verb wears; wore /'woa/; worn /'woa-n/; 
wear-ing [+ obj\ 

1 a : to use or have (something) as clothing : to have (a 
shirt, pants, etc.) over part of your body ■ He was wearing 
blue jeans. ■ She wore a red blouse to work. ■ White coats are 
often worn by doctors, b : to use or have (something) on 
your body ■ I don’t wear glasses. ■ He doesn’t wear a watch. ■ 
Are you wearing perfume? ■ a badge worn by police officers ■ 
Were you wearing a seat belt? C : to grow or arrange (your 
hair) in a particular way ■ She wears her hair in a ponytail. ■ I 
used to wear my hair long. ■ He wears [=has] a beard now. 

2 : to have or show (something, such as an emotion or facial 
expression) especially on your face ■ The teacher was wear¬ 
ing a frown/smile. ■ I guess I wear my heart on my sleeve. 
[=show my emotions in an obvious way] 

3 a : to cause (something) to become thinner, weaker, etc., 
because of continued use over time — used as (be) worn • 
The carpet was badly worn in some areas, b : to cause 
(something) to form gradually because of use • He wore a 
hole in his pants. ■ A path had been worn into the grass. 

4 somewhat formal : to make (someone) very tired ■ soldiers 
worn by the strain of war 

wear away [phrasal verb] wear away or wear (something) 
away or wear away (something) : to gradually disappear or 
to cause (something) to gradually disappear or become 
thinner, smaller, etc., because of use • The paint on the sign 
had worn away. • Even a trickle of water will eventually 
wear rock away. — often used as (be) worn away ■ The ta¬ 
ble’s finish was worn away. 

wear down [phrasal verb] wear (someone) down or wear 
down (someone) 1 : to make (someone) tired or weak ■ 
The pressure at home and at work was wearing her down. 
2 : to convince (someone) to do what you want by trying 
again and again ■ She pleaded until she had worn her par¬ 
ents down and they agreed to let her go to the party. 
wear many hats see hat 

wear off [phrasal verb] : to gradually decrease, disappear, or 
stop ■ The painkillers wore off [=stopped having an effect; 
stopped decreasing or removing pain] after a couple of 
hours. ■ The shine on the leather will wear off pretty quick¬ 
ly. [=the leather will no longer be shiny after a short time] ■ 
After you drive a new car for a while, the novelty wears 
off. [=it is no longer exciting or new] 
wear on [phrasal verb] 1 wear on (someone) : to annoy or 
bother (someone) ■ Their constant talking was wearing on 
me. 2 : to continue in a way that seems slow ■ As their 
visit wore on [=dragged on] she started hinting that it was 
time to leave. ■ as the day wore on 
wear out [phrasal verb] 1 wear (someone) out or wear out 
(someone) : to make (someone) tired ■ All that work in the 
yard yesterday really wore me out. • She was worn out [-ex¬ 
hausted] from exercising. 2 wear out or wear (something) 
out or wear out (something) : to become thinner, weaker, 
or no longer useful because of use or to cause (something) 
to become thinner, weaker, or no longer useful because of 
use ■ The tires wore out after 60,000 miles. • You’ll wear out 
your shoes doing that. — often used as (be) worn out ■ The 
tape is worn out. 

wear out your welcome see “welcome 
wear the pants (US) or Brit wear the trousers : to be the 
leader : to make decisions for a group of people ■ She 
wears the pants [=she is in charge] in that family. 
wear thin 1 : to become weak or ineffective ■ Pd been wait¬ 


ing almost an hour, and my patience was wearing thin. [=1 
was losing patience; I was beginning to get annoyed/upset] 
2 : to become ineffective or uninteresting because of being 
too familiar or used too often ■ The comedy’s plot relies on 
a case of mistaken identity, but the joke wears thin. • His 
charm is beginning to wear thin. 3 : to become thin be¬ 
cause of use • The rug by the door is wearing thin and 
needs to be replaced. 

wear through [phrasal verb] wear through (something) or 
wear (something) through : to use (something) so much 
that a hole develops in it ■ I’ve worn through two pairs of 
work shoes since I started this job. 
wear well 1 : to remain in good condition after being used 
■ The floor wears well even in high traffic areas. 2 infor¬ 
mal + humorous : to look younger than you are • For 70, 
she’s wearing well. 

— wear-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ Some clothes look good on 
some wearers but not others. 

2 wear noun [noncount] 

1 a : the act of using something as clothing : the act of wear¬ 
ing something ■ shoes that are perfect for everyday wear b 
: the act of using something ■ The deck is built to withstand 
years of wear. • I got a lot of wear out of these boots. 

2 : clothing that is designed for a specified kind of person, 
occasion, or use ■ children’s wear • a new line of evening wear 
• active wear — see also footwear, menswear, rain¬ 
wear, SPORTSWEAR, SWIMWEAR, UNDERWEAR 

3 : damage that is caused by use ■ The carpet is showing 
signs of wear. ■ You should inspect the tires for wear. 

wear and tear : damage that happens to something when it 
is used for a period of time ■ The apartment showed no 
damage other than normal wear and tear, 
worse for wear Someone or something that is slightly/ 
somewhat/much (etc.) (the) worse for wear looks worse af¬ 
ter doing or experiencing something. ■ He came out of ba¬ 
sic training only slightly the worse for wear. ■ The kids 
emerged from the woods looking none the worse for wear. 
[=looking no worse than they had looked before] 
wear-able /'werabal/ adi [more most ~] : capable of be¬ 
ing worn : suitable to wear • wearable art ■ high-fashion 
clothes that are not really wearable 

— wear-abil-i-ty Awera'bilati/ noun [noncount] 
wea-ri-SOme /'wirisam/ adi [more most ~] : causing you 

to feel bored, annoyed, or impatient: TIRESOME ■ We had to 
listen to the usual wearisome complaints. ■ Her stories can 
get a little wearisome. 

— wea-ri-some-ly adv ■ a wearisomely familiar story 

1 wea-ry /'wiri/ adi wear-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : lacking strength, energy, or freshness because of a need 
for rest or sleep : tired ■ I need to rest my weary eyes. ■ The 
miners were weary after a long shift. 

2 : bored or annoyed by something because you have seen 
it, heard it, done it, etc., many times or for a long time ■ She 
was weary from years of housework. ■ a weary sigh [=a sigh 
that shows that someone is weary] — often + of ■ I’m weary 
of fighting. Let’s try to get along. ■ a professor who had 
grown weary of academia and wanted to try something dif¬ 
ferent — sometimes used in combination • winter -weary 
travelers — see also world-weary 

3 literary : causing you to feel tired ■ the long, weary [=tiring\ 
journey home 

— wea-ri-ly /'wirali/ adv ■ They trudged wearily down the 
trail. ■ “It’s almost over," she said wearily. — wea-ri-ness 
/'wirinas/ noun [noncount] ■ His weariness showed in his 
face. 

2 weary verb -ries; -ried; -ry-ing [+ obj] somewhat formal : to 

make (someone) very tired ■ The work wearies me some¬ 
times. 

weary of [phrasal verb] weary of (something) : to become 
bored by (something) : to stop being interested in (some¬ 
thing) ■ She realized that she had wearied of [-tired of] the 
city. ■ He quickly wearied of answering their questions. 

— wearying adj [more most —] ■ a wearying [=tiring] 
climb up the mountain — wea-ry-ing-ly adv 

1 wea-sel /'wiizal/ noun, pi weasel or wea-sels [count] 

1 : a small animal that has a thin body and brown fur and 
that eats small birds and other animals 

2 informal : a dishonest person who cannot be trusted ■ He’s 
a lying weasel. 

2 weasel verb weasels; US -seled or Brit -selled; US -sel- 
ing or Brit -sel-ling 

weasel into [phrasal verb] weasel into (something) chiefly 
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US, informal + usually disapproving 
: to get into (a place or situation) by 
being dishonest, by persuading 
someone in a clever way, etc. ■ She 
weaseled (herself) into the position 
of manager. "He managed to weasel 
his way into the restaurant even 
though he didn’t have a reservation. 
weasel out of \phrasal verb] weasel 
out of (something) chiefly US, infor¬ 
mal + usually disapproving : to avoid 
doing (something) by being dishon- weasel 

est, by persuading someone in a 

clever way, etc. ■ She weaseled out of our agreement. ■ He 
weaseled his way out of helping me with the yard work. 
wea-seMy also wea-sely /'wiizali/ adj [more most ~] 
informal + disapproving : not direct and honest ■ He’s a wea¬ 
selly, conniving thief. ■ a weaselly response 
weasel word noun, pi ~ words [count] informal + disap¬ 
proving : a word used in order to avoid being clear or direct ■ 
“Reorganization" is just a weasel word that the company is 
using to say that jobs are being eliminated. 

1 weath-er /"wede/ noun, pi -ers 

1 : the state of the air and atmosphere at a particular time 
and place : the temperature and other outside conditions 
(such as rain, cloudiness, etc.) at a particular time and place 
[noncount] How’s the weather ? ■ The weather today will be 
hot and dry. ■ severe/foul/mild/hot/cold weather ■ a weather 
report/forecast ■ The picnic will be outside, weather permit¬ 
ting. [=if the weather is good enough to allow it] [plural] 
(Brit) She likes to ride her bike in all weathers. [=in any kind 
of weather] — often used figuratively ■ They have had their 
fair share of stormy weather [=they have had many prob¬ 
lems] in their marriage. 

2 [noncount] : bad or stormy weather ■ The hikers sought 
protection from the weather under an overhang. ■ It looks 
like we’re in for some weather tomorrow. 

3 the weather : a report or forecast about the weather ■ 
We’ll take a look at the weather right after this commercial 
break. ■ Check the weather before you make plans. 

keep a weather eye on old-fashioned : to watch (someone 
or something) very carefully ■ She kept a weather eye on the 
stock report. 

make heavy weather of see ‘heavy 
under the weather : not feeling well : feeling sick ■ She’s 
(feeling) a little under the weather today, so she won’t be 
joining us. 

— see also fair-weather 

2 weather verb -ers; -ered; -er-ing 

1 [no obj \: to change in color, condition, etc., because of the 
effects of the sun, wind, rain, etc., over a long period of time 
• The wood on the porch has weathered over the years. 

2 [+ obj \ : to deal with or experience (something dangerous 
or unpleasant) without being harmed or damaged too much 
■ They weathered a terrible storm while at sea. ■ They had to 
weather [=get through] some difficult times in the early years 
of their marriage. ■ He has weathered the criticism well. 

— see also weather the storm at ‘storm 

— weath-ered /'weba-d/ adj ■ the sailor’s tanned and weath¬ 
ered face ■ weathered cedar - weathering noun [non¬ 
count] ■ The rocks have been worn down by weathering. 

weath-er-beat-en /'we53 i |bi:tn/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : toughened or colored by the effects of the sun, wind, 
rain, etc. ■ their weather-beaten faces 

2 : worn and damaged by the effects of the sun, wind, rain, 
etc. ■ a weather-beaten barn 

weath*er*board /'weba^boa'd/ noun, pi -boards [count, 
noncount] Brit : clapboard 

— weatherboard adj ■ a weatherboard cottage 
weath-er-ize /'we&3,raiz/ verb -iz-es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] 

US : to make (a building, such as a house) better protected 
against winter weather ■ We’ll weatherize the cabin with insu¬ 
lation. 

weath«er«man /'weba^maen/ noun, pi -men /-,men/ 
[count] : a man who reports and forecasts the weather 
weather map noun, pi maps [count] : a map that shows 
what the current weather in an area is and what the weather 
in that area will be in the coming hours or days 
weath-er-per-son /'wcba^pa'sn/ noun, pi -peo-ple 
/-,pi:pal/ [count] : a person who reports and forecasts the 
weather 

1 weath-er.proof / , we&a‘,pru:f/ adj 


1 : not able to be changed or damaged by the effects of the 
sun, wind, rain, etc. ■ The material is weatherproof and will 
not rot from moisture. ■ a weatherproof electrical outlet 

2 : able to protect someone or something from the effects of 
the sun, wind, rain, etc. ■ a weatherproof coat 

2 weatherproof verb -proofs; -proofed; -proof-ing [+ 
obj] : to make (something) protected against the effects of 
the sun, wind, rain, etc. : to make (something) weatherproof 

■ He weatherproofed his shoes. ■ a weatherproofed cabin 
weather Station noun, pi -tions [count] : a place where 

scientists record and study information about the weather 
weather Stripping noun [noncount] US : long, thin pieces 
of material that are used to seal a door or window around its 
edges so that wind, rain, snow, etc., cannot pass through 

— weather strip noun,pi strips [count] ■ He put weather 

strips [=pieces of weather stripping] on the doors and win¬ 
dows. - weather-strip verb -strips; -stripped; -strip¬ 
ping [+ obj] ■ He weather-stripped the doors and windows. 

weath-er vane /’weba^vem/ noun, pi ~ vanes [count]: an 
object that is usually put on the top of a roof and that has an 
arrow that turns as the wind blows to show the direction of 
the wind 

1 weave /‘wi:v/ verb weaves; wove /'wouv/ or weaved; 
wo-ven /'wouvan/ or weaved; weav-ing ^ Wove is the 
usual past tense and woven the usual past participle for sens¬ 
es 1,2, and 4. Weaved is the usual past tense and past partici¬ 
ple for sense 3. 

1 : to make something (such as cloth) by crossing threads or 
other long pieces of material over and under each other [+ 
obj] She weaves cloth on her loom. ■ He wove a basket (from 
the branches). = He wove the branches into a basket, [no 
obj] She spins and weaves. 

2 [+ obj] : to create something (such as a story) by combining 
different things in usually a complicated way ■ The author 
has woven an exciting tale of adventure and romance. * She 
wove episodes from many sources into a single narrative. — 
often + together ■ The musicians wove together a beautiful 
and complex melody. ■ The story weaves together [=com¬ 
bine.s] the past and present in surprising ways. 

3 : to move from side to side while going forward especially 
in order to avoid the people or things that are in front of you 
[no obj] The car was weaving in and out of traffic. ■ She 
weaved through the defenders and scored a goal. [+ obj] He 
weaved his way through the crowd. 

4 [+ obj] of a spider : to create (a web): spin ■ a spider weav¬ 
ing its web 

— weav-er /'wkva*/ noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a basket weaver • 
a weaver of blankets ■ a weaver of tales 

2 weave noun, pi weaves [count]: a pattern in a woven cloth 
: a particular way of weaving cloth ■ a twill/plain weave ■ an 
open weave 

web /'web/ noun, pi webs 

1 the Web : world wide web ■ I spent the afternoon surf¬ 
ing the Web. — often used before another noun ■ a Web page 

■ Web browsers 

2 [count] : a net made from silk threads woven together by a 
spider : spider web ■ The spider was spinning its web. — of¬ 
ten used figuratively; often + of' He was caught in a web of 
lies. ■ a tangled web of deceit/deception 

3 [count] : a complicated arrangement or pattern of things 

— usually + of ■ a web of city streets ■ a web of electrical 
cords ■ a complex web of relationships 

4 [count] : an area of skin that is between the fingers or toes 
of an animal or bird (such as a duck) 

— web-like /'wcb,laik/ adj ■ a weblike network of wires 
webbed /'webd/ adj : having pieces of skin that connect all 

the toes on a foot ■ the webbed feet of ducks 
web-bing /'webii)/ noun [noncount] : strong and tightly wo¬ 
ven material that is used in strips to support, catch, or hold 
things ■ I need to replace the webbing on the lawn chair. • the 
webbing of a baseball glove [=the part of a baseball glove be¬ 
tween the thumb and fingers] 

web-cam /'wcb,kaem/ noun, pi -cams [count] : a small vid¬ 
eo camera that is used to show live images on a Web site 
web-cast /'wcb,kaest, Brit 'web.ka.st/ verb -casts; -cast; 
-cast-ing [+ obj] : to show or play (an event, a program, a 
musical performance, etc.) over the World Wide Web ■ We’ll 
be webcasting the concert live. 

— webcast noun, pi -casts [count] • We’re watching a live 
webcast of the concert. — web-cast-er noun, pi -ers 
[count] — webcasting noun [noncount] 

web-log /'web,la:g/ noun, pi -logs [count] : blog 
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Web-mas>ter /‘wet^mEesta-, Brit 'web,ma:st3/ noun, pi 
-ters [count]: a person whose job is to create and maintain a 
Web site 

Web page noun, pi pages [count] : a page of words, pic¬ 
tures, etc., that is shown on a Web site 
Web site or web-site /'web,sait/ noun, pi Web sites or 
web'Sltes [count] : a place on the World Wide Web that 
contains information about a person, organization, etc., and 
that usually consists of many Web pages joined by hyper¬ 
links ■ Visit our Web site at www.Merriam-Webster.com. ■ He 
posted pictures from his vacation on his Web site. ■ a corpo¬ 
rate/news/sports Web site 

wed /'wed/ verb, not used in progressive tenses weds; wed¬ 
ded also wed; wed*ding 

1 somewhat formal + old-fashioned : marry [no obj] They 
will wed in the fall. [+ obj] The actress wed her fourth hus¬ 
band last year. 

2 [+ obj] : to bring or join (two things) together ■ The novel 
weds tragedy and comedy. • His new writing job wedded his 
love of words and/to his eye for fashion. 

we’d /'wild/ — used as a contraction of we had or we would ■ 
We’d [=we had] better be going. ■ We said we'd [=we would] 
try to do better. 

Wed. abbr Wednesday 
wedded adj 

1 formal : married ■ Do you take this man as your lawfully 
wedded husband? ■ C humorous ) wedded bliss [=the happi¬ 
ness experienced by people who are married] 

2 : very closely involved and interested in something ■ He 
was wedded to his work. : supporting something very strong¬ 
ly • a program wedded to the ideals of justice for all peoples 

wed«dinq /'wedirj/ noun, pi -dings [count] : a ceremony at 
which two people are married to each other ■ The wedding 
will be at 2:00 p.m. — often used before another noun ■ a 
wedding dress ■ a picture of the wedding party [=the bride, 
groom, and their attendants] ■ a wedding cake [=a large and 
fancy cake served at a wedding] — see color picture on page 
Cl6; see also white wedding 

hear wedding bells : to think that two people will get mar¬ 
ried to each other soon ■ The minute I saw your brother 
and my friend together, I heard wedding bells. 
wedding rehearsal noun, pi ~ -als [count] : an event at 
which the people involved in a wedding ceremony practice 
what will be done at the ceremony A wedding rehearsal 
usually occurs on the day before the wedding, 
wedding ring noun, pi ~ rings [count] : a ring that you 
wear as a sign that you are married — see color picture on 
page Cll 

1 wedge /'wecfe/ noun, pi wedg>es [count] 

1 : a piece of wood, metal, etc., with one 
pointed end and one thicker end that is used 
to split something, to fit into a space, to sepa¬ 
rate two things stuck together, etc. ■ He used a 
wedge to split the firewood. • A wedge held the 
door open. 

2 : something that is shaped like a triangle or 
wedge ■ wedges of cheese ■ a lemon wedge ■ 

The battalion formed a wedge and marched 
toward the enemy. 

3 : a golf club that is used for hitting short, wedge 
high shots 

drive a wedge between : to cause disagreement or anger 
between (people who had been friendly before) ■ A fight 
over their parents’ estate drove a wedge between the broth¬ 
ers. 

the thin end of the wedge see 'thin 
2 wedqe verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition 
wedges; wedged; wedg-ing [+ obj ] 

1 : to force (someone or something) into a very small or nar¬ 
row space ■ She wedged her foot into the crack. • The dog got 
wedged between the couch and the end table. ■ I wedged my¬ 
self into the car’s back seat. — sometimes used figuratively ■ 
The little shop was wedged between two larger stores. [=was 
located in the small space between two larger stores] 

2 : to use a wedge or similar object to keep (something, such 
as a door or window) in an open or closed position ■ She 
wedged the door open. 

wedge issue noun.pl - sues [count] US : an issue about 

which a politician’s supporters or the members of a political 
party disagree 

wedg-ie /'wecfci/ noun, pi -ies [count] chiefly US slang : the 
act of pulling the back of someone’s underpants quickly up¬ 


ward as a joke or prank ■ He gave me a wedgie. 
wed*IOCk /'wed,la:k/ noun [noncount ] : the state of being 
married * Their child was bom out of wedlock. [=they were 
not married when their child was bom] 

Wednesday /'wenz,dei/ noun, pi -days : the day of the 
week between Tuesday and Thursday [count] I had lunch 
with her last Wednesday. ■ I’ll be seeing her again next 
Wednesday. ■ The class meets on Wednesdays. [=every 
Wednesday] ■ My birthday falls on a Wednesday this year. ■ 
(Brit) Next week I’ll arrive on the Wednesday and leave on 
the Friday, [noncount] Next week I’ll arrive on Wednesday 
and leave on Friday. ■ The paper is due on Wednesday. - 
(chiefly US) The paper is due Wednesday. ■ I will arrive on 
Wednesday morning. — abbr. Wed. or Weds:, see also ash 
WEDNESDAY 

— Wednes-days /'wenz,deiz/ adv ■ He works late Wednes¬ 
days. [=he works late every Wednesday] 

Weds, abbr Wednesday 

wee /'wi:/ adj, chiefly Scotland + Ireland : very small or very 
young ■ He’s just a wee lad. 

a wee bit informal : by a very small amount or to a very 
small degree ■ She’s a wee bit late. [=a little bit late] ■ I’m a 
wee bit confused. 
wee hours see hour 
1 weed /'wild/ noun, pi weeds 

1 [count] : a plant that grows very quickly where it is not 
wanted and covers or kills more desirable plants ■ We pulled 
weeds from the garden. ■ an invasive weed — see also milk¬ 
weed, RAGWEED, SEAWEED, TUMBLEWEED 

2 [noncount] informal : marijuana ■ They were smoking 
weed. 

3 the weed chiefly Brit, informal : cigarettes and other to¬ 
bacco products ■ She’s trying to give up the weed. [=trying to 
quit smoking] 

grow like a weed chiefly US, informal : to grow very quick¬ 
ly • Their business is growing like a weed. • Look at you! 
You’re growing like a weed ! 

2 weed verb weeds; weed-ed; weed-ing [-¥obj] : to remove 
weeds from (an area of land, such as a garden) ■ We need to 
weed the garden. 

weed out [phrasal verb] weed (someone or something) out 
or weed out (someone or something) : to remove (people 
or things that are not wanted) from a group ■ They will re¬ 
view the applications to weed out the less qualified candi¬ 
dates. ■ He weeded out several unsuitable models before he 
found the right car. 
weedy /'wirdi/ adj weed-i-er; -est 

1 : full of weeds ■ a weedy garden 

2 Brit, informal: looking thin and weak ■ a weedy little man 
week /'wi:k/ noun, pi weeks 

1 : a period of seven days In the U.S., a week is usually 
considered to start on Sunday and end on Saturday, while in 
the U.K. a week is usually considered to start on Monday 
and end on Sunday, [count] the last week of the month ■ I 
can meet you sometime next week. • The menu changes 
each/every week. ■ I volunteer at the school once a week. 
[=once every week] ■ You can never be sure what will happen 
from one week to the next, [noncount] The menu changes 
from week to week. ■ These problems have continued week 
after week. [=for several or many weeks] — see also holy 
week 

2 [count] : any period of seven days in a row ■ The baby is 
two weeks old. [a two-weefc-old baby] ■ I’ll be on vacation for 
two weeks starting this Tuesday. ■ That car rents for $200 
a/per week. ■ We’ll leave a week from today. [=seven days af¬ 
ter today] ■ I arrived a week ago. ■ It took him two weeks to 
paint the house. ■ Sometimes he’s away for weeks at a time. ■ 
The doctor said he wants to see me again in a week. = The 
doctor said he wants to see me again a week from now. = The 
doctor said he wants to see me again in a week’s time. 

3 [count] : the days from Monday through Friday when peo¬ 
ple usually work ■ We’re open from 9 to 5 all week. ■ He earns 
$500 a week at his job. ■ I’ll be working next week. ■ He has a 
40-hour work week. 

week in and week out also week in, week out : every 
week for many weeks : for a long time without stopping or 
changing ■ He has been working week in and week out with 
no vacation. 

week-day /'wi:k,dei/ noun, pi -days [count] : any day of 
the week except Saturday and Sunday ■ The library is open 
on weekdays from 9:00 to 5:00. 
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— week-days /'wi:k,deiz/ adv, chiefly US ■ We’re open 
weekdays from 9 to 5. 

1 week-end /'wi:k,end/ noun, pi -ends [count] 

1 *. Saturday and Sunday • What are you doing this weekend 7 

■ The office is closed on weekends. • I’m going away for the 
weekend. ■ ( US) We’re going to the city on the weekend. = 
(Brit) We’re going to the city at the weekend. 

2 : a trip or vacation that is taken on Saturday and Sunday ■ 
She won a weekend in Cancun. 

long weekend : a weekend that includes the Friday before, 
the Monday after, or both because you do not have to 
work or go to school on those days ■ Next Friday is a holi¬ 
day, so we’ll have a long weekend. 

— week-ends /'wi:k ( endz/ adv ■ He travels weekends. 
2 weekend verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition 

-ends; -end-ed; -end-ing [no obj ]: to spend the weekend 
at a specified place ■ Her family weekends on the coast dur¬ 
ing the summer. 

week-end*er /'wiik'enda 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a person 
who visits or stays in a place on the weekend ■ The town is 
populated with weekenders from New York City, 
weekend warrior noun, pi -riors [count] US, informal 

1 ; a member of the military reserves who trains on the 
weekends and for a few weeks every year 

2 : a person who does a particular activity (such as a sport) 
only on the weekends 

week-long /'wuk'lair)/ adj : lasting for a week ■ We attend¬ 
ed a weeklong training conference in Atlanta. 

1 V^eekdy /'wi:kli/ adj 

1 : {happening, done, or made every week ■ I make weekly 
trips to the grocery store. ■ Our meetings are weekly. 

2 : published once every week ■ a weekly newspaper column 

■ a weekly newsletter 

3 : of or relating to one week ■ a weekly paycheck [=the pay- 
check received every week] ■ the weekly rental rate 

— weekly adv ■ We are paid weekly. [=once every week] • 
The newsletter is published weekly. 

2 weekly noun, pi -lies [count] : a magazine or newspaper that 
is published once every week 

week-night /'wi:k,nait/ noun, pi -nights [count] : the eve¬ 
nings of Monday through Friday : any evening except Satur¬ 
day or Sunday evening • The news is on every weekrtight at 10 
p.m. • Her parents don’t want her to be out that late on a 
weeknight. 

— week-nights /'wi:k f naits/ adv ■ We watch the news week- 
nights at 6 p.m. 

wee-nie /'wi:ni/ noun, pi -nies [count] US 

1 informal + disapproving : a weak person who is easily 
frightened : wimp ■ Don’t be such a weenie. 

2 informal : hot dog ■ a weenie roast 

3 slang : penis 

1 weep /'wi:p/ verb weeps; wept /'wept/; weep-ing 

1 somewhat formal : to cry because you are very sad or are 
feeling some other strong emotion [no obj] He wept at the 
news of her death. ■ She sat down and wept. ■ He wept with 
joy/relief. [+ obj] He wept bitter tears of disappointment. 

2 : to produce a liquid slowly [+ obj] The wound was weep¬ 
ing pus. [=pus was slowly coming out from the wound] [no 
obj] a weeping wound ■ The meringue will weep if you put it 
in the fridge. 

2 weep noun [singular] Brit : an act of weeping or a period of 
time spent weeping ■ She sat down and had a weep. [=cry] 
weep-er /'wi:pa>/ noun, pi -ers [count] US, informal : a sad 
movie, song, etc., that makes people cry ■ The movie is a 
weeper about a single mother facing cancer. 
finders keepers (losers weepers) see finder 
weep-ie /'wi:pi/ noun, pi -ies [count] US, informal : a sad 
movie that makes people ciy : tearjerker 
weeping adj, of a tree : having thin branches that hang 
down toward the ground ■ a weeping willow ■ a weeping cher¬ 
ry tree 

weepy /'wi:pi/ adj weep-i-er; -est informal : crying or like¬ 
ly to cry ■ I was starting to feel weepy. [=to feel as if I was go¬ 
ing to cry] ■ She started getting weepy when she talked about 
her mother. : happening or done with tears ■ He gave me a 
weepy [=tearful] apology. 

wee-vil /'wi:val/ noun, pi -vils [count] : a small insect that 
eats grains and seeds and that can ruin crops — see also 
BOLL WEEVIL 

wee-wee /'wi:,wi:/ verb -wees; -weed; -wee-ing [no obj] 
informal : to pass urine from the body : urinate — used 


especially by children or when talking to children ■ The dog¬ 
gie wee-weed on the carpet. 

— wee-wee noun [noncount] ■ The dog went wee-wee on 
the carpet. [=the dog urinated on the carpet] 

weft /'weft/ noun [singular] technical : the threads that run 
from side to side on a loom or in a woven fabric — called 
also woof compare 2 warp 2 
weigh /'wei/ verb weighs; weighed; weigh-ing 

1 a [+ obj] : to find how heavy (someone or something) is 
: to measure the weight of (someone or something) ■ She 
weighs herself every morning. ■ He used a scale to weigh the 
bananas, b not used in progressive tenses [linking verb] \ to 
have a specified weight ■ I weigh 180 pounds. ■ The bananas 
weigh more than the apples. ■ How much do you weigh ? ■ 
This box weighs a ton. [=is very heavy] 

2 [+ obj] : to think carefully about (something) in order to 
form an opinion or make a decision : consider ■ You will 
need to weigh the pros and cons. ■ He took time to weigh his 
options. ■ You should weigh your words [=think carefully 
about what you are going to say] before you answer that 
question. — often + up • She tried to weigh up [=5 evaluate ] the 
pros and cons of staying at her current job. — see also 
weigh up (below) 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to be 
considered in a specified way when a person or thing is being 
judged ■ The evidence weighs (heavily) against him. [=the ev¬ 
idence is not in his favor] ■ Her previous experience weighs in 
her favor. 

weigh down [phrasal verb] 1 weigh (someone or some¬ 
thing) down or weigh down (someone or something) : to 
press down on (someone or something) : to make (some¬ 
one or something) heavier and less able to move easily ■ 
My heavy backpack weighed me down. ■ The boat was 
weighed down by the extra cargo. 2 weigh (someone) 
down or weigh down (someone) : to cause (someone) to 
accept or deal with something difficult or unpleasant ■ I 
don’t want to weigh you down with my bad news. ■ I’m feel¬ 
ing weighed down [-burdened] by all the work I have to do. 
weigh in [phrasal verb] 1 weigh in or weigh (someone) in or 
weigh in (someone) : to be weighed or to weigh (someone) 
before competing in a fight, race, etc. ■ When will the jock¬ 
eys weigh in ? ■ The boxers were weighed in before the fight. 
— see also weigh-in 2 weigh in : to have a specified 
weight — + at • He weighs in at 240 pounds. [=he weighs 
240 pounds] 3 weigh in informal : to give your opinion 
about something ■ I think we’re pretty much decided, un¬ 
less you want to weigh in. — often + with ■ Would you like 
to weigh in with your opinion? [=would you like to say 
what your opinion is?] — often + on in U.S. English ■ Do 
you want to weigh in on our weekend plans? [=do you want 
to say your opinion about our weekend plans?] 
weigh on [phrasal verb] weigh on (someone) : to make 
(someone or something) sad, depressed, or worried ■ The 
bad news is really weighing on me. ■ I can tell that some¬ 
thing is weighing on his mind. [=that he’s worried about 
something] 

weigh out [phrasal verb] weigh (something) out or weigh out 
(something) : to measure and remove a certain weight of 
(something) : to separate (a portion of something that 
weighs a certain amount) ■ Would you weigh out 20 pounds 
of rice? ■ I weighed the portions out and distributed them. 
weigh up [phrasal verb] weigh (someone) up or weigh up 
(someone) : to look at and listen to (someone) in order to 
make a judgment about that person’s character, abilities, 
etc. ■ She was watching him closely as he spoke, weighing 
him up. [sizing him up] — see also weigh 2 (above) 
weigh— in /'wei,m/ noun, pi -ins [count] : an occurrence in 
which an athlete (such as a boxer or jockey) is weighed be¬ 
fore an event ■ The boxers arrived for the pre-fight weigh-in. 

— see also weigh in at weigh 

1 weight /'weit/ noun, pi weights 

1 [noncount] a : a measurement that indicates how heavy a 
person or thing is ■ Please indicate your height and weight on 
the form. ■ Her weight is 105 pounds, b : the amount that a 
person or thing weighs : the heaviness of a person or thing ■ 
The boat sank under the weight of the cargo. ■ The doctor 
says you shouldn’t put any weight on that foot for a week. 
[=you shouldn’t stand on that foot for a week] ■ Those col¬ 
umns have to be strong enough to support the weight of the 
roof. ■ I’m trying to lose (some) weight. [=to become less 
heavy or fat] ■ He is trying to watch his weight. [=to lose 
weight or to not gain weight] • I think she has gained weight. 
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[=become heavier] — see also dead weight, over¬ 
weight, UNDERWEIGHT 

2 [count] a : a heavy object that is lifted during exercising ■ 
a 10-pound weight ■ He stays in good shape by lifting weights. 

■ She likes to exercise using free weights. [=weights (such as 
dumbbells and barbells) that are not attached to a piece of 
equipment] b : a heavy object that is used to press some¬ 
thing down or to or hold something in place ■ I use pie 
weights to keep the pie crust from bubbling when I bake it. 

— see also counterweight, paperweight 

3 [count] : a unit of measurement (such as a pound, kilo¬ 
gram, etc.) used for showing how heavy someone or some¬ 
thing is ■ weights and measures ■ a metric weight 

4 [singular] a : something that causes worry or sadness ■ 
When I told her the truth I felt as if a weight had been lifted 
from my mind. ■ Well, that's a weight off my mind/shoulders. 
[=that's a relief] b : a difficult responsibility ■ I wish there 
were some way I could help lift this weight [-load, burden] 
from his shoulders. ■ He bore the weight of having to tell the 
family the bad news. 

5 [noncount] a : the influence or power someone or some¬ 
thing has over other people or things - He has a lot of weight 
in the company. ■ Several senators putAhrew their weight be¬ 
hind the bill. [=used their influence to support the bill] ■ (dis¬ 
approving) The new manager immediately started throwing 
her weight around, making changes to staff and policy, b 
: the power to influence the opinions of other people ■ Her 
opinion carries a lot of weight with me. [=her opinion is very 
important to me] ■ This new evidence gives added weight to 
his claims. [=makes his claims more believable] 

pull your own weight : to do the things that you should be 
doing as part of a group of people who are working togeth¬ 
er ■ You have to pull your own weight around here if you 
want to stay. 

worth your weight in gold see ‘gold 
2 weight verb weights; weight-ed; weighting [+ obj] : to 
put a weight on (something) to make it heavier or to keep it 
from moving ■ I weighted the fishing line with a lead sinker. 

— often + down ■ I weighted the papers down with a rock. — 
sometimes used figuratively ■ He was weighted down 
[-weighed down] with worry. 

weighted /'weitad / adj 

1 : held in place or made heavier by a weight ■ a weighted 
fishing line ■ The head of the golf club was weighted. 

2 — used to say that something favors or does not favor a 
particular person, group, etc. ■ The ranking system is unfair¬ 
ly weighted in favor of the largest schools. • They feel that 
the system is weighted against them. ■ The new tax law is 
weighted toward people with higher incomes. 

weighting noun [noncount] Brit: an amount added to your 
salary because you work in an area where things are expen¬ 
sive ■ The salary alone is not high, but you also get a London 
weighting. 

weight*less /'weitlas/ adj : having no weight or seeming to 
have no weight ■ a light fabric that feels almost weightless • 
She floated in the pool, weightless. ■ The astronauts are living 
in a weightless environment. [=an environment in which peo¬ 
ple and things float because they are not affected in the usu¬ 
al way by gravity] 

— weight-less-ness noun [noncount] 

weight lifting noun [noncount] : the activity of lifting 
weights for exercise or in competition ■ I stay in shape by 
weight lifting. 

— weight lifter noun, pi ~ -ers [count] • He had the phy¬ 
sique of a weight lifter. 

weight machine noun, pi ~~ -chines [count] : a machine 
with weights attached that is used for exercise 
weight room noun, pi ~ rooms [count] : a large room 
where people lift weights and exercise 
weight training noun [noncount] : the activity of lifting 
weights regularly to strengthen your muscles 
weighty /'weiti/ adj weight-i-er; -est [also more most 
~] 

1 : having a lot of weight : heavy ■ She grabbed a weighty 
book off the shelf. 

2 : very important and serious ■ The film deals with some 
weighty issues. 

3 : having the power to influence the opinions of other peo¬ 
ple • Those are weighty arguments in your favor. ■ He was a 
weighty figure in the art world. 

— weight-i-ness /'weitinas/ noun [noncount] 

weir /'weas 'wiaV noun, pi weirs [count] : a low wall or dam 


built across a stream or river to raise the level of the water or 
to change the direction of its flow 
1 weird /'wi»d/ adj weird*er; -est [also more most ~]: un¬ 
usual or strange ■ She listens to some really weird [=bizarre] 
music. ■ My little brother acts weird sometimes. • I heard a 
weird noise. ■ That’s weird —I put my book down right here 
just a few minutes ago and now it’s gone. ■ a weird-looking 
creature 

— weird-ly adv ■ Why are you behaving so weirdly ? • a weird¬ 
ly entertaining movie — weird-ness noun [noncount] 
2 weird verb weirds; weird-ed; weird-ing 

weird out [phrasal verb] weird (someone) out or weird out 
(someone) US, informal: to make (someone) feel strange 
or uncomfortable ■ I don’t mean to weird you out. • That 
movie totally weirded me out. 

weirdo /'wiadou/ noun, pi weird-os [count] informal + dis¬ 
approving : a strange or unusual person • He’s such a weirdo. 
1 wel-come /'welkam/ interj — used as a friendly greeting to 
someone who has arrived at a place ■ Welcome to America! ■ 
Welcome home! ■ Welcome back. We missed you. 
welcome to the club see ‘club 
2 welcome adj [more most ~] 

1 : giving someone happiness or pleasure ■ That is welcome 
news. ■ That will be a welcome change. ■ He was a welcome 
sight. 

2 — used to say that you are happy to have someone come 
to and stay in a place (such as your home) ■ You’re always 
welcome in our home. [=we are always glad to have you as a 
guest in our home] ■ They always made us feel very welcome 
when we visited them. 

3 a — used to say that someone can have or take something 
because you do not want it yourself; + to ■ If you want that 
last cookie, you’re welcome to it—I can’t eat another bite. ■ If 
she really wants this old computer, she’s welcome to it. b — 
used to say that someone can certainly do or use something 
if he or she wants to; followed by to + verb ■ Anyone is wel¬ 
come to use the pool. [=anyone can use the pool] ■ You are 
welcome to sleep here if you want. 

you're welcome — used as a response to someone who has 
thanked you ■ “Thanks for the ride." "You're welcome." 

3 welcome verb -comes; -corned; -com-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to greet (someone) in a warm and friendly manner • She 
welcomed the students into her home. ■ We welcome you to 
the show. 

2 : to receive or accept (something) with happiness or plea¬ 
sure ■ He’s a bright student who welcomes a challenge. ■ We 
welcome your comments/suggestions. [=we will be glad to re¬ 
ceive any comments/suggestions you may have] ■ I welcome 
this opportunity [=1 am glad to have this opportunity] to ex¬ 
plain what really happened. 

4 welcome noun, pi -comes [count]: the way in which some¬ 
one is greeted ■ He extended a warm welcome to the new 
family in town. [=he greeted the new family warmly] ■ He 
was given a hero’s welcome when he returned home after 
winning the race. ■ They gave us a cold welcome. [=they did 
not greet us in a friendly way] — sometimes used figurative¬ 
ly ■ Her suggestion was given a cold welcome. [=people did 
not like her suggestion] 

outstay/overstay your welcome or wear out your wel¬ 
come : to be no longer welcome to stay in a place because 
you have stayed too long, been impolite, etc. ■ After stay¬ 
ing for a week, she felt she had worn out her welcome. ■ As 
much as he has contributed to the company, he has out¬ 
stayed his welcome and needs to go. 
welcome mat noun, pi mats [count] US : a small rug 
that is placed by the door of a person’s house, apartment, 
etc., for guests to wipe their feet on before entering 
put/roll/throw out the welcome mat : to welcome some¬ 
one in a warm and friendly way • The family rolled out the 
welcome mat for the new exchange student. 

1 welcoming adj [more most ~] : friendly and pleasant 

: having qualities that make you feel welcome ■ The hotel 
staff is very welcoming. • a welcoming atmosphere/host 

2 we I coming noun [singular] : a friendly greeting : wel¬ 

come ■ The college president gave the new students a warm 
welcoming. 

1 weld /'weld /verb welds; weld-ed; weld-ing 

1 : to join pieces of metal together by heating the edges until 
they begin to melt and then pressing them together [no obj] 
She learned how to weld. [+ obj] We welded the beams to¬ 
gether. 

2 [+ obj] : to join or bring (people or things) close together ■ 




1857 


weld • well 


They were welded together in friendship. ■ His style of paint¬ 
ing welds impressionism with surrealism. 

2 weld noun, pi welds [count]: a connection made by welding 
pieces of metal ■ That weld won't hold. 

weld*er fwtide-/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person whose job 
is to weld materials together 
wel-fare / B wel l fe9/ noun [ noncount ] 

1 : a government program for poor or unemployed people 
that helps pay for their food, housing, medical costs, etc. ■ 
He wants to do away with welfare. ■ His family is on welfare- 
^receiving government assistance] — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ welfare benefits/programs/payments/costs • 
welfare families [=families that receive welfare] — some¬ 
times used figuratively ■ (chiefly US) corporate welfare 
[=money or aid given by the government to help a large com¬ 
pany] 

2 : the state of being happy, healthy, or successful : well¬ 
being ■ I have your welfare at heart. ■ The welfare of all the 
orphans was at stake. ■ She donates to organizations con¬ 
cerned about animal welfare. 

welfare State noun, pi ~ states [count, noncount ] : a so¬ 
cial system in which a government is responsible for the eco¬ 
nomic and social welfare of its citizens and has policies to 
provide free health care, money for people without jobs, etc. 

■ supporters/opponents of the welfare state ; also [count] : a 
country that has such a system 

1 well /'wel/ adv bet*ter /'beta 1 /; best /'best/ 

1 a : in a successful way ■ “How did everything go?” “It went 
well , thank you.” ■ The plan worked well. ■ She works well 
under pressure. ■ I did surprisingly well on my history test. ■ 
The company is doing well. ■ He has his own business and is 
doing well for himself. B You got a perfect score! Well donel 
— see also do well at ’do b : in a skillful way ■ She sings 
and plays the guitar quite well. ■ The essay is well written, c 
: in a good, proper, or positive way • He doesn’t smoke or 
drink, and he eats well. • She doesn’t treat her boyfriend very 
well. • Did he take the news well ? [=did he respond to the 
news in a positive way?] ■ The decision did not sit well with 
him. [=he was not happy about the decision] d : in a kind, 
friendly, or generous way ■ The novel was well received by 
the critics. ■ They always speak well of you. ■ I wish her well- 
[=1 hope she does well; I hope that she succeeds] ■ He means 
well [=he has good intentions], but he’s not really helping 
anyone. ■ The company did well by me when I retired. [=the 
company treated me well when I retired] 

2 : completely or fully ■ We are well aware of the problem. ■ 
The food at the restaurant is well worth the trip. ■ Their 
kitchen is well equipped. ■ Your promotion is well deserved. ■ 
The plane was well out of sight. ■ I can understand your di¬ 
lemma very well. ■ She knows the area quite well. ■ I knew 
him well when we were in high school together. ■ I remember 
her well enough. = I remember her fairly well. 

3 : to a great degree or extent • The group has sold well over 
a million albums. ■ The temperature will be well [-far] above 
average today. It will be well into the nineties. ■ He is well on 
his way to becoming a superstar. ■ I’m well into the book and 
should finish it soon. ■ She walked well ahead of the group. 

4 a — used for emphasis to say that something is or is not 
proper, appropriate, etc. ■ She’s angry, and well she should 
be. [=she has a good reason to be angry] — usually used with 
can, could, may , or might ■ I cannot very well refuse the invi¬ 
tation. [=it would be improper for me to refuse the invita¬ 
tion] ■ I couldn't very well just walk right in! ■ And what, one 
might/may well ask, makes this computer system worth its 
high price? ■ The decision may well be questioned, b : very 
possibly — usually used with could, may, or might ■ You 
could very well be right. [=it is very possible that you are 
right] ■ The concert may well be sold-out. [=it is possible/like¬ 
ly that the concert is sold-out] • It may well be true, c : with¬ 
out doubt or question ■ They can well afford to be generous. 

■ As you well know, I don’t approve of this. = As you know 
very well, I don't approve of this. ■ You know perfectly well 
how to do it. ■ Their relationship is well and truly over. 

5 a <>• To live well is to live in the comfortable and enjoyable 
way of people who have a lot of money, possessions, etc. " He 
made a lot of money in real estate and was able to live very 
well after his retirement, b A To marry well is to marry 
someone who has high social status, wealth, etc. ■ Their son/ 
daughter married well. 

as well 1 as well (as) : in addition to someone or some¬ 
thing else ■ You bought a new car? I bought one as well. 
[=also, too] ■ He is loyal, and brave as well. = He is brave as 


well as loyal. [=he is brave and also loyal] ■ The coach, as 
well as the team, is ready. ■ She is good at softball as well as 
basketball. 2 a — used in phrases like might as well and 
may as well to say that something should be done or ac¬ 
cepted because it cannot be avoided or because there is no 
good reason not to do it ■ You might as well tell them the 
truth. ■ We may as well begin now. ■ They’re not going to 
change their decision, so you might (just) as well get used to 
it. ■ ( informal) “Should we start now?” “ Might as well." b 
— used to say that something else could have been done 
with the same result ■ The party was so dull that I might 
Oust) as well have stayed home. 3 : in the same way ■ You 
know as well as I do [=you and I both know] that we can’t 
afford that car. 

2 well adj better; best 

1 : in good health : healthy ■ The children are well again. ■ 
He is not well. - He is not a well man. ■ I don’t feel very well. ■ 
You don’t look so well. ■ I hope you get well soon- 

2 not used before a noun : in a good or satisfactory state " I 
hope all is well with you and your family. • We almost didn’t 
make it here, but all’s well that ends well. (=we can forget 
about how unpleasant or difficult it was because everything 
ended in a good way] ■ I should have left/let well (enough) 
alone [=1 should not have tried to make the situation better], 
but instead I tried to help and only made things worse. 

3 not used before a noun, formal : wise, sensible, or reason¬ 
able ‘ It might be well [=it might be a good idea] for you to 
leave now. ■ It would be as well for you to get some rest. 
[=you should get some rest] 

alive and well see alive 

all very well or all well and good — used to say that some¬ 
thing may seem proper, good, or reasonable by itself but 
that there are other things that also have to be considered ■ 
It’s all very well your telling me to take it easy, but I have a 
deadline to meet! ■ They say we have to improve our 
schools. That’s all very well , but the question is, how can 
we find the money to do it? ■ It is all well and good that you 
have been enjoying yourself, but you have to start saving 
your money. 
just as well see 2 just 
very well see 'very 

3 well inter/ 

1 — used to show that you are unsure about something you 
are saying ■ They are, well, not quite what you’d expect. ■ 
“How old is he?” " Well, let me see now ... ” ■ “Can you ex¬ 
plain how it works?” “ Well, I can try.” ■ Well, I suppose I 
could help you just this once. 

2 — used to show that you accept something even though 
you are not happy about it ■ “I’m sorry about the mix-up.” 
“Well, that’s OK. These things happen.” ■ Oh, very well- 1 sup¬ 
pose we can finish this discussion tomorrow. • "We're busy 
this week.” “Oh, well . maybe we can get together next week.” 

3 — used when you are trying to persuade someone or to 
make someone feel less upset, worried, etc. ■ Well, maybe it 
won’t be that bad. ■ Well, you should at least consider their 
offer before you reject it. 

4 — used when you are saying in a mild way that you disap¬ 
prove of or disagree with something ■ Well, what if you’re 
wrong? ■ Well, I still think my way is better. 

5 — used to show that you are waiting for someone to say or 
do something ■ Well, what have you decided? ■ Well, don’t 
just stand there—give me a hand! 

6 — used to say that something has ended or to make a final 
statement about something ■ Well, we’d better get going. ■ 
Well, that’s all of it. ■ Well, thanks for everything. ■ well then , 
it’s all set. There’s nothing more to do. 

7 — used to begin a story or explanation or to continue one 
that was interrupted ■ Well, what happened was this. I fell 
asleep. ■ Well, as I was saying, I had never been there before. ■ 
You know Tom, don’t you? Well, I ran into him yesterday. ■ 
“He speaks excellent Spanish.” “Well, after all, he did study 
in Spain for a couple of years.” 

8 — used to express happiness or relief ■ “We’re getting mar¬ 
ried.” “Well, that’s great news! Congratulations!” ■ “The doc¬ 
tor says it’s nothing serious.” “Well, thank goodness!” 

9 — used to express surprise or annoyance ■ Well, well, what 
do we have here? ■ Well, hello! I wasn’t expecting you so 
soon. ■ Well, if it isn’t my old friend Tom! ■ Is that so? Well, I 
never would have guessed. ■ Weill It’s about time you showed 
up! 

10 — used when you want to correct a previous statement ■ 
Everyone— well, almost everyone—attended the meeting. 

4 wel I noun, pi wells [count] 
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1 : a deep hole made in the ground through which water can 
be removed — see also artesian well, wishing well 

2 : OIL WELL 

- see also inkwell, stairwell 
5 well verb wells; welled; welMng [no obj] of a liquid : to rise 
to a surface and flow out — usually + up ■ Tears of joy welled 
up in her eyes. [=her eyes filled with tears of joy] — often 
used figuratively ■ He felt anger welling up inside him. [=he 
felt himself becoming angry] 

we’ll /'wi:l, 'wil/ — used as a contraction of we will ■ We’U be 
waiting. 

well—ad*jllSt«ed Awda'tfeAstad/ adj [more most ~] 

: able to deal with other people in a normal or healthy way ■ 
He is now a happy, well-adjusted adult. — opposite malad¬ 
justed 

well—ad«vised /.wdad'vaizd/ adj [more most ~] : wise 
or sensible • You would be well-advised to accept their offer. ■ 
She made a well-advised decision. — opposite ill-advised 

well—ap*polnt*ed Awda'pointod/ adj [more most ~] 
formal : having all the furniture, equipment, etc., that you 
need ■ a well-appointed apartment 

well—balanced Awd'bselanst/ adj [more most ~]: hav¬ 

ing good or equal amounts of all the necessary parts of 
something ■ a well-balanced meal/diet ■ a well-balanced ac¬ 
count of the event 

well—be«haved Awdbi^eivd/ adj [more most ~] : be¬ 
having in a polite or correct way ■ a well-behaved dog ■ Your 
children are very well-behaved. 

well—be«ing /'werbi:jip/ noun [noncount ] : the state of be¬ 
ing happy, healthy, or successful ■ Meditation can increase a 
person’s sense of well-being. — often + o/* The well-being of 
our families was at stake. ■ the economic well-being of the 
state 



well-born /'wd'boem/ adj, formal + old-fashioned : coming 
from a noble, important, or wealthy family ■ wellborn young 
ladies 

well-bred /'wd'brcd/ adj [more most ~] somewhat old- 
fashioned : having or showing good manners : polite ■ a 
well-bred child ■ He was too well-bred to tell her that he didn’t 
like her singing. — opposite ill-bred 
well-built /'wel'bilt/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : built to be strong or to work well ■ a well-built house/car/ 
system 

2 : physically strong or attractive ■ He’s well-built. 

well—COn-nect-ed Awdka'ncktad/ adj [more most ~] 
: having important and powerful friends ■ a well-connected 
lawyer 

well—de-fined Awddi'famd/ adj [more most ~]: easy to 

see or understand ■ a well-defined boundary ■ well-defined 
policies — opposite ill-defined 
well—de-vel-Oped Awddi'vdapt/ adj [more most ~] 
: large, advanced, or complete : fully developed ■ well- 
developed muscles ■ She has a well-developed sense of humor. 
■ Their plan is well-developed. 

well—dis-posed /.wddi'spoozd/ adj [more most ~] for¬ 
mal : having a favorable or friendly feeling about someone 
or something — often + toward or to ■ Many people remain 
well-disposed toward the government. ■ They are not well- 
disposed to the idea. — opposite ill-disposed 
well—dOC-U-ment-ed Awd'darkja^entad/ adj [more 
most ~] — used to describe something that is known about 
or known to be true because there are many documents that 
describe it, prove it, etc. ■ a well-documented account/case/ 
fact ■ That part of her life is not well-documented. 
well-done /'wd'dAn t adj : cooked completely ■ a well-done 
steak — compare medium, rare, underdone 
well-dressed /,wd'drest I adj [more most ~] : wearing 
attractive or fashionable clothes ■ He is a well-dressed man. 
well-earned /'wel'and/ adj [more most ~] : fully de¬ 
served ■ a well-earned reputation/rest ■ Her success is well- 
earned. 

well—en-dowed Awdin'daud/ adj [more most ~] 

1 of a woman, informal: having large breasts 

2 of a man, informal: having a large penis 

3 of a school, museum, etc. : having plenty of money : having 
a large endowment ■ a well-endowed university 

well-fed /'wd'fcd/ adj [more most ~] : having plenty of 
food to eat ■ well-fed pets ■ The dinner they served wasn’t fan¬ 
cy, but we went home well-fed. 

well—found-ed Awd'faondad/ adj [more most ~] 


: based on good reasoning, information, or judgment ■ well- 
founded fears/advice 

well-groomed /,wd'gru:md/ adj [more most ~] 

1 of people : having a clean, neat appearance ■ The men were 
well-groomed. 

2 of things : made very neat, tidy, and attractive ■ well- 
groomed lawns 

well—ground-ed Awd'graundad/ adj [more ~ most ~] 

1 : having good training in a subject or activity ■ She is well- 
grounded in Latin and Greek. 

2 : well-founded ■ well-grounded fears 
well-heeled /,wel'hi:ld/ adj [more most ~] informal 

: having plenty of money : wealthy • well-heeled investors 
wel-lle or wel-ly /*weli/ noun, pi wel-lies [count] Brit, infor¬ 
mal I WELLINGTON 

well—in-formed Awdm'foa-md/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : having a lot of knowledge about current topics, a partic¬ 
ular situation, etc. ■ a well-informed doctor ■ They kept me 
well-informed about her condition. 

2 : based on facts ■ a well-informed decision/opinion 

— opposite ILL-INFORMED 

Wel-ling-ton /'wdiqtan/ noun, pi -tons [count] Brit : a tall 
boot made of rubber : rubber boot 
well—ln-ten-tioned Awdin'tenjand/ adj : well- 
meaning ■ She was well-intentioned but not very helpful. ■ 
well-intentioned advice 

well-kept /’wel’kept/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : always having a neat, tidy, and attractive appearance ■ 
well-kept houses/lawns 

2 : known by only a few people ■ a well-kept secret 
well-known /'wd'noun/ adj [more most ~] : known by 

many people ■ a well-known writer/fact 
well—liked /Vd'laikt/ adj [more most ~]: liked by many 

people ■ a well-liked restaurant ■ He is well-liked by everyone, 
well-made /'wd'meid/ adj [more most ~] : made in an 
effective, strong, or skillful way ■ well-made [= well-built] fur¬ 
niture ■ a well-made wine ■ a well-made movie 
well—man-nered Awcl'msena'd/ adj [more most ~] for¬ 

mal : having good manners : polite ■ a well-mannered child 

— opposite ILL-MANNERED 

well—mean-ing /.wd'miimg/ adj [more most ~] : hav¬ 

ing or showing a desire to do something good but often pro¬ 
ducing bad results ■ well-meaning but misguided politicians ■ 
a well-meaning effort to improve the school system 
well-meant Awd'ment/ adj [more most ~] : based on a 
desire to do something good but often producing bad results 
■ well-meant [-well-meaning] advice 
well-ness /'wdnas/ noun [noncount ] chiefly US : the quality 
or state of being healthy ■ Daily exercise is proven to pro¬ 
mote wellness. — often used before another noun ■ a wellness 
center/program [=a center/program that helps you become 
healthy] 

well-nigh /'wd'nai/ adv, formal : almost or nearly ■ well- 
nigh perfect ■ It was well-nigh impossible to resist the tempta¬ 
tion. 

well-off /'wd'aif/ adj better off; best off [also more 
most ~] 

1 : wealthy ■ Her family is extremely well-off. 

2 : in a good position or situation ■ He doesn’t know when 
he is well-off. [=he complains even when his situation is 
good] — usually used as better off ■ You might be better off in 
a different career. 

3 Brit : having a lot of something — + for • She is well-off for 
money. ■ Both teams are well-off for good players. 

well-oiled /.wcl'ojald/ adj [more most ~] : working in a 
proper and successful way ■ Her campaign is a well-oiled po¬ 
litical machine. 

well—or-dered Awcl'oadad/ adj [more most ~] : care¬ 
fully organized or controlled ■ a well-ordered household ■ 
well-ordered lives 

well—placed /,wd'pleist/ adj [more most ~]: directed or 
positioned in a way that is good or useful ■ a well-placed 
piece of furniture ■ She included a few well-placed jokes in 
her lecture. ■ He has some well-placed friends in the govern¬ 
ment. 

well—pre-served Awdpri'za'vd/ adj [more most ~] 
: kept in good condition over a long period of time ■ well- 
preserved fossils ■ ( humorous ) She just turned 60, but she’s 
well-preserved. [=she looks younger than 60] 
well-read Awd'red Jadj [more most ~]: havinggained a 
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lot of knowledge by reading ■ a well-read scholar ■ He is well- 
read in U.S. history. 

well—round-ed /.wcl'raundad/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : educated in many different subjects ■ well-rounded stu¬ 
dents 

2 : including many different things : having a lot of variety ■ 
a well-rounded education/diet 

well-run /'wcl'rAn/ adj [more most ~] : managed in a 
skillful way ■ a well-run organization 
well—SpO*ken /.wel'spoukan/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : speaking well, politely, or appropriately ■ a well-spoken 
young woman 

2 : spoken in an appropriate and proper way ■ well-spoken 
words 

well-spring /'wel,sprig/ noun, pi -springs [count] : some¬ 
thing or someone that provides a large amount of something 
: a good source of something ■ The tour guide was a well- 
spring of information. 

well—thought—Of /vjcYQa:X t \\/ adj [more most ~]: hav¬ 

ing a good reputation ■ a well-thought-of attorney ■ She is 
very well-thought-of. 

well—thOUght—OUt /'wel'Bait'aut/ adj [more most ~] 
: carefully considered and formed ■ a well-thought-out plan 
well-timed /'wel'taimd/ adj [more most ~] : done or 
happening at a good or suitable time : timely • a well-timed 
announcement ■ The release of the book was well-timed. 

— opposite ILL-TIMED 

well-to-do /,w£lt3'du:/ adj [more most ~]: having plen¬ 
ty of money and possessions : wealthy ■ a well-to-do family 
well-tried Avcl'traid/ adj [more most ~] chiefly Brit 
: tried-and-true ■ well-tried methods 
well—trod-den /,w£l’tra:dn/ adj [more most ~]: walked 
on by many people ■ a well-trodden path — often used figu¬ 
ratively ■ The book covers some well-trodden ground, 
well-turned /'wel'tand/ adj [more most ~] formal : ex¬ 
pressed in a proper or skillful way ■ a well-turned phrase 
well—wish-er /'wEl.wiJa/ noun, pi -ers [count] : someone 
who wants another person to be happy, successful, etc. ■ 
Dozens of well-wishers gathered to say goodbye to him. 
well-worn /'wel'woan/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : having been used or worn a lot and no longer in good 
condition ■ well-worn shoes 

2 : not interesting or effective because of being used too of¬ 
ten ■ a well-worn quotation 

welsh /'weljv verb welsh-es; welshed; welshdng 

welsh/on [phrasal verb] welsh/on (something) informal + dis¬ 
approving : to fail or refuse to do (something that you said 
you would do) ■ She welshes on her promises. ■ He welshed 
on his loan. [=he did not repay his loanl 
Welsh /'wel// noun 

1 [noncount] : the language of the Welsh people 

2 the Welsh : the people of Wales 

— Welsh adj ■ Welsh literature 

Welsh dresser noun, pi ~ -ers [count] Brit: hutch 1 
Welsh rare-bit /-'reabat/ noun, pi ~ -bits [count, non¬ 
count] : melted cheese served on toast or crackers — called 
also Welsh rabbit 

welt /'welt/ noun, pi welts [count] : a usually large bump or 
red area that appears on your skin because of injury or ill¬ 
ness 

we I-ter /'wclta/ noun [singular] formal : a large and confus¬ 
ing number or amount — + of ■ a welter of problems ■ We 
need to sort through the welter of data we have collected, 
wel-ter*weight /'weltajweit/ noun, pi -weights [count] : a 
fighter in a class of boxers who weigh up to 147 pounds (67 
kilograms) : a boxer who is heavier than a lightweight and 
lighter than a middleweight — often used before another 
noun ■ the welterweight champion 
wench /'wentf/ noun, pi wench-es [count] old-fashioned + 
humorous : a young woman; especially : a young woman 
who is a servant 

wend /'wend/ verb wends; wend-ed; wend-lng literary 
: to move from one place to another [no obj] We wended 
through the narrow streets. [+ obj] We wended our way 
through the narrow streets. 

Wen«dy house /'wendi-/ noun, pi ~ hous-es [count] Brit 
: PLAYHOUSE 2 

went past tense of 'go 

wept past tense and past participle of 1 weep 

were see be 

we’re /'wia, way — used as a contraction of we are ■ We're 


here. ■ We need to discuss the problems we’re having, 
weren’t /'warant/ — used as a contraction of were not ■ We 
weren’t expecting to win. 

were«WOlf /'we.-r.wulf/ noun, pi -wolves /-,wulvz/ [count] 
in stories : a person who sometimes changes into a wolf espe¬ 
cially when the moon is full 
1 west /'west/ noun 

1 [noncount] : the direction where the sun sets : the direc¬ 
tion that is the opposite of east ■ There’s a beautiful pond to 
the west of the trail. ■ We will be traveling into the city from 
the west. ■ If that way is east, then this way is west. 

2 the west or the West: regions or countries west of a cer¬ 
tain point: such as a : the western part of the U.S. ■ Floods 
have caused extensive damage in the West. • Come explore 
the natural wonders of the American West. — see also wild 
west b : North America and Western Europe ■ policies 
foreign to the West 

2 west adj 

1 : located in or toward the west ■ the west entrance ■ cities 
on the west coast 

2 : coming from the west ■ a west wind 

3 west adv : to or toward the west ■ They drove west after they 
got off the highway. ■ They live just west of here. 
out West or out west US, informal : in or to the western 
part of a country or region ■ He headed out west after he 
graduated. 

west«bOUnd /'W£st,baund/ adj : going toward the west ■ 
Traffic in the westbound lane is backing up. ■ a westbound 
train 

west«er«ly /'wEStali/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : located or moving toward the west ■ They sailed in a west¬ 
erly direction. ■ the lake’s westerly shore 

2 : blowing from the west ■ strong westerly winds 
1 western /'westan/ adj 

1 [more most ~]: located in or toward the west ■ the west¬ 
ern part of the state ■ the island’s western shore ■ the western 
U.S. ■ Western Africa 

2 Western : of or relating to the countries of North America 
and Western Europe ■ Western culture ■ Western values ■ the 
Western world 

3 : of or relating to the American West ■ Old western movies 
are my favorites. — see also country and western 

— west-ern-most /'wEstan.moost/ adj ■ the westernmost 
part of the state 

2 western noun, pi -erns [count] : a story, movie, or televi¬ 
sion show about life in the American West in the late 19th 
century; especially : a movie about cowboys 
West*ern*er /'wEstana/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : a person born, raised, or living in North America or 
Western Europe ■ Westerners tend to be unfamiliar with 
Asian customs. 

2 : a person bom, raised, or living in the western U.S. 

— compare easterner 

west«ern*ize or West-ern«lze also Brit west-ern-ise 

/'westa^naiz/ verb -iz-es; -Ized; -iz-lng : to cause (someone 
or something) to have the qualities or characteristics that are 
associated with Western Europe and North America [+ obj] 
westernized cities/countries ■ He decided to westernize his 
name after moving from Japan to Canada, [no obj] The city 
has begun to westernize. 

- west*ern«l*za*tlon or West-ern«i*za*tion also Brit 
west*ern*i*sa*tion AwEstana'zeifan, Brit ^esta.nai'zei- 
Jan/ noun [noncount] 

Western medicine noun [noncount] : the typical methods 
of healing or treating disease that are taught in Western med¬ 
ical schools 

westward /'wcstwad/ also chiefly Brit west-wards 
/'wEstwadz/ adv : toward the west ■ The settlers moved west¬ 
ward. 

- westward adj ■ the westward expansion of the country 
1 wet /'wet/ adj wet*ter; wet-test 

1 : covered or soaked with water or another liquid : not dry 
■ a pile of wet clothes/towels/leaves ■ Be careful not to slip on 
the wet floor. ■ My hair is still wet. ■ My shoes got wet when I 
stepped in the puddle. * The grass was wet with dew. ■ His 
clothes were dripping/soaking/sopping wet. [=very wet] ■ 
(Brit) His clothes were wet through. [=completely/very wet] 

2 : having a lot of rain : rainy ■ a cold, wet morning ■ wet 
climates " It has been a wet spring. [=it has rained a lot this 
spring! 

3 of paint, plaster, etc. : not yet dry : still moist or sticky ■ wet 
cement ■ Don't touch the paint. It’s still wet. 
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4 US, informal : allowing alcoholic beverages to be sold or 
drunk • a wet state/county 

5 : soaked with urine ■ wet diapers : wealing a diaper that is 
soaked with urine ■ The baby is wet. 

6 Brit, informal + disapproving : lacking strength and deter¬ 
mination ■ The main character is so wet [= -weak ] that it’s hard 
to feel sorry for him. 

all wet US, informal : completely wrong : not correct ■ She 
told him that his argument was all wet. ■ He’s all wet. 
get your feet wet: to begin doing a new job, activity, etc., 
in usually a slow and simple way in order to become more 
familiar with it ■ She got her feet wet at her new job by do¬ 
ing some simple filing tasks. 

wet behind the ears informal : young and not experienced 
■ The young reporter was still wet behind the ears. 

— wet-ly adv — wet-ness noun [noncount] ■ These plants 
will tolerate wetness and cold temperatures. 

2 wet verb wets; wet or wet-ted; wet-ting [+ obj] 

1 : to cause (something) to become wet ■ I wet/wetted a 
sponge under the faucet. ■ Avoid wetting the leaves when you 
water the plant. ■ The morning dew had wet/wetted his shoes. 

— often + down ■ In the early evening, she wets down the 
ass with a hose. 

: to make (a bed or your clothes) wet by urinating ■ The lit¬ 
tle boy accidentally wet his pants. ■ Our daughter was still 
wetting the bed. [=was still urinating while sleeping in bed] • I 
laughed so hard I almost wet myself, 
wet your whistle see ‘whistle 
3 wet noun, pi wets 

1 [count] Brit, informal + disapproving : a person who be¬ 
longs to the Conservative Party and who has moderate or 
liberal ideas 

2 the wet : rainy weather : rain ■ We stayed out in the wet 
all afternoon. 

wet*back /'we^bsek/ noun, pi -backs [count] US, offensive 
: a Mexican who enters the U.S. illegally ❖ The word wet - 
back is very offensive and should be avoided, 
wet bar noun, pi <—< bars [count] US : a small counter in a 
house, hotel room, etc., that contains a sink and that is used 
for making alcoholic drinks 

wet blanket noun, pi — -kets [count] informal : a person 
who makes it difficult for other people to enjoy themselves 
by complaining, by showing no enthusiasm, etc. 
wet dream noun, pi — dreams [count] : a sexual dream 
that causes a boy or man to have an orgasm while sleeping 
wet-land /'wetilsend/ noun, pi -lands [count] : an area of 
land (such as a marsh or swamp) that is covered with shallow 
water — usually plural ■ They want to protect the wetlands 
from developers. 

wet nurse noun, pi — nurses [count] old-fashioned : a 
woman who cares for and breast-feeds other people’s babies 
as a job 

wet Suit noun, pi — suits [count ]: a piece of clothing that is 
made of rubber and that is worn by swimmers, divers, etc., 
when they are in cold water in order to keep their bodies 
warm — see picture at scuba diving 
we’ve /'wi:v/ — used as a contraction of we have ■ We've got 
to go. 

1 whack /'wsek/ verb whacks; whacked; whack-lng 

1 informal: to hit (someone or something) with great force 
[+ obf] She whacked the pifiata with a stick. ■ The old man 
lifted his cane and whacked the mugger on the head, [no 
obj] They were whacking through the jungle with their ma¬ 
chetes. 

2 [+ obf] US, informal : to reduce (something) by a large 
amount : slash ■ Congress whacked the budget by 1.5 bil¬ 
lion dollars. = Congress whacked 1.5 billion dollars from the 
budget. 

3 [+ obi] US slang : to murder or kill (someone) ■ He got 
whacked by mobsters. 

2 whack noun, pi whacks informal 

1 [count] a : the act of hitting someone or something with 
great force ■ She gave him a whack on the head. [=she 
whacked him on the head] ■ He gave the ball a good whack. 
[=he hit the ball hard] b : the sound made when something 
is hit hard ■ The pile of books hit the floor with a whack. 

2 [noncount] Brit: a share or portion of something ■ I ended 
up paying full whack [=/ull price] for items that went on sale 
the next day. ■ I paid top whack [=(US) top dollar] for these 
items. [=1 paid the highest amount possible] ■ You need to 
pay your fnlr whack [-fair share] of the bill. 

(all) In one whack US, informal: at one time : in a single 


amount ■ We borrowed $5,000 all in one whack, 
have/take a whack at US, informal : to try to do (some¬ 
thing) ■ She took a whack at solving the puzzle. ■ I can’t 
open the jar. Do you want to take a whack at it? [=do you 
want to try to open it?] 

out of whack US, informal : not working properly : not in 
good condition ■ He threw his knee out of whack. [=he in¬ 
jured his knee] ■ The garage door is still out of whack. ■ 
Their priorities are (all) out of whack. [=they do not under¬ 
stand what things are actually important] 
whacked adi [more most ~] Brit, informal : extremely 
tired : exhausted • I was/felt completely whacked. 
whacked—Out also wacked-out /'w£ekt,aut/ adj [more 
most —] US slang 

1 : unusual or different in usually an amusing way * a totally 
whacked-out [-wacky] world 

2 : acting strangely because of the effects of drugs or alcohol 
■ a whacked-out drug dealer — often + on ■ They were 
whacked-out [-stoned] on drugs. 

whack*lng /*w«kID/ adi, Brit, informal : very large ■ a 
whacking [-whopping] sum of money 

- whacking adv • He told a whacking [=very] good story. ■ a 
whacking large income 
1 whale /'weil/ noun, pi whale or whales 

1 [count] : an often very large animal that lives in the ocean 
and that is a mammal rather than a fish — see also BLUE 
WHALE, HUMPBACK WHALE, KILLER WHALE, SPERM 
WHALE 

2 [singular] informal : something that is very big, important, 
good, etc. — + of ■ It became one whale of a problem. [=a 
very big problem] ■ We had a whale of a time [=a great time] 
at the party. 



2 whale verb whales; whaled; whal-lng US, informal 

1 [+ obf] : to hit (something) with great force and energy ■ He 
whaled the ball over the fence for a home run. 

2 [no obj] : to attack or hit someone or something repeatedly 
— often + at, into , or on ■ She whaled on him [=she pounded 
him] with her fists. ■ The manager was whaling into his em¬ 
ployees. [=was angrily criticizing his employees] — often + 
away ■ The candidates whaled away at each other. 

whale*bone /'weil,boun/ noun [noncount] : a hard sub¬ 
stance that is found in the jaw of some types of whales 
whal*er /'weila j noun, pi -era [count] 

1 : a person who hunts for whales 

2 : a ship that is used for hunting whales 

whale watch noun, pi ~ watches [count] : a trip that peo¬ 
ple take on a boat in order to see whales coming up to the 
surface of the water 

whaMng /'weilio/ noun [noncount] : the job or business of 
hunting whales ■ the whaling industry 
wham /'wsem/ inter} — used to imitate the sound of a loud, 
sudden noise or to say that something happened very quick¬ 
ly ■ Wham! The wind slammed the door shut. ■ Everything 
seemed fine and then— wham! —all hell broke loose, 
wham-my /'wseini/ noun, pi -mles [count] informal : some¬ 
thing (such as a magical spell) that causes someone to have 
bad luck ■ Talking about his winning streak must have put 
the whammy on him [=caused him to have bad luck], be¬ 
cause he lost the next day. — see also double whammy 
wharf /'woa'f/ noun, pi wharves /'woavz/ also wharfs 
[count] : a flat structure that is built along the shore of a riv¬ 
er, ocean, etc., so that ships can load and unload cargo or 
passengers 

1 what /'wait, *WAt/ pronoun 

1 a — used to ask for information about someone or some¬ 
thing ■ What is your name? ■ What are those things on the ta¬ 
ble? ■ What's, your family like? ■ What happened? ■ What 
[=how much] does it cost? ■ "What did she say?” “She said 
yes." ■ What do you think of my idea? ■ What do you want to 
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do tonight? ■ “Dad!” "What (do you want)?” “You have a 
phone call.” ■ What (on earth) are you doing?! • I finished 
dusting. Now what (should I do)? ■ What (should I do) next? ■ 
What else did he say? ■ You have money, fame, and a beauti¬ 
ful family. What more could you want? b — used to de¬ 
scribe a question ■ Please ask them what they want for din¬ 
ner. ■ They asked her what she knew about him. ■ I wonder 
what his motives were. 

2 a — used to ask someone to say something again because 
you have not clearly heard or understood it ■ What did you 
say? = ( informal) What? — often used to show surprise 
about the thing that someone has just said ■ “And then J said 
that he could go to hell.” “You said what?!’’ • She did what ?! ■ 
What? I don’t believe it. You must be joking! b informal — 
used to express surprise, excitement, etc. ■ What , no break¬ 
fast? ■ “Have you heard? They won!” "What\? That’s great!” 

3 informal — used to ask what someone’s last name is ■ “Her 
name’s Kathy.” “Kathy what?" 

4 a : that which : the one or ones that "He has no income 
but what he gets from his writing. [=he has no income except 
for the income he gets from his writing] ■ “Do you have any 
other sizes?” “No, only what you see here.” b : the kind 
that : the same as * The speech was very much what every¬ 
one expected. ■ My memory isn’t what it used to be. [=it is 
not as good as it used to be] c : something that ■ The dog is 
chewing on what appears to be a sock. ■ It was the beginning 
of what turned out to be a long and successful career, d 
: the thing or things that ■ What you need is a vacation. 
[=you need a vacation] ■ What made me angry was how he 
treated you. [=it was the way he treated you that made me 
angry] ■ What matters most is your safety. = Your safety is 
what matters most. ■ Romance novels are what she enjoys 
reading. ■ Do what you’re told. ■ Tell me what you’re looking 
for. • She is looking for something but I don’t know what. ■ 
He knows what he should do. — often followed by to + verb • 
Stop telling me what to do. ■ I don’t know what to think/say/ 
believe. • She has (got) what it takes l=she has the skills and 
personality] to do the job. ■ I’ll do what it takes to win. ■ You’ll 
never guess what happened to me today. [=you’ll be sur¬ 
prised by what happened to me today] ■$* Guess what is often 
used to tell someone that you have surprising news. ■ Guess 
what happened to me today! ■ "Guess what!" “What?” “I 
bought a new car.” e : anything or everything that: what¬ 
ever • Say what you will, my opinion won’t change, ^noth¬ 
ing you can say will change my opinion] ■ Take what you 
need. [=take anything that you need] 

5 informal — used to direct attention to something that you 
are about to say ■ I’ll tell you what I’m going to do: I’m going 
to let you have it for 30 percent off. ■ I’ll tell you what. If he 
thinks I’m cleaning up this mess, he’s wrong. ■ Tell you 
what —let’s eat out tonight. ■ “It’s not worth the money.” 
“You know what —you’re right.” 

or what informal 1 — used to ask about what is happening, 
being done, etc. • Is it snowing, raining, or what? ■ So are 
you ready to leave or what? 2 — used to ask if someone 
agrees with you • Is this exciting or what? [=isn’t this excit¬ 
ing?; don’t you agree that this is exciting?] 
say what see ‘say 

what about 1 a : does that include (someone) : how about 
(someone) ■ “We’re all going to the beach.” "What about 
Kenny?” b : how does that affect (someone or some¬ 
thing) : what should be done about (someone or some¬ 
thing) ■ “I need to leave—something has come up.” "What 
about the meeting?” “We can reschedule it.” ■ “You can 
throw this one away.” “ What about the others?” “Those I 
want to keep.” ■ (And/But) What about the people who 
can’t afford health insurance? 2 — used to make a sug¬ 
gestion about what could be done ■ What about [=how 
about ] coming with us? ■ What about driving to the coast 
for the weekend? ■ We’ll need to talk about this again. 
What about (meeting) next week? ■ What about another 
game? [=would you like to play another game?] 3 — used 
to ask someone to tell you something in response to the 
thing that you have just said ■ I like skiing and hiking. What 
about you? [=what sports do you like?] ■ Everyone else is 
coming. What about you? [=are you coming, too?] 
what... for : for what purpose or reason ■ What did you do 
that for? [=why did you do that?] ■ What is this switch for? 
[=what does this switch do?] ■ “The principal wants to see 
you.” "Whatfor?" [ =why ?] — see also what for 
what have you informal : any of the other things that might 
also be mentioned ■ You can use the container to hold pa¬ 
per clips, pins, and/or what have you. 


what If 1 : what would happen if ■ What if they find out? ■ 
What if it rains? 2 : what does it matter if — used to say 
that something is not important ■ “He’s nice enough, I sup¬ 
pose. But he’s poor." "What if he is poor? I love him!” ■ 
“They might find out.” "So what If they do? I don’t care." 
— see also so what at 3 what 

what of 1 formal : how does that affect (someone or some¬ 
thing) : what should be done about (someone or some¬ 
thing) ■ What of \-what about ] those who cannot afford 
health insurance? 2 : why does (something) matter ■ “Did 
you approve this request?” “Yes. What of It?" [=so what?] 
what’s it to you? informal : why do you want to know — 
used to respond in a somewhat angry or annoyed way to a 
question that you do not want to answer ■ “How much do 
they pay you?” “Why? What’s it to you?" 
what’s more : in addition : furthermore • Her boyfriend 
is intelligent and handsome; what’s more , he respects her. 
what’s up? US, informal — used as a friendly greeting ■ “Hi, 
Jim. What’s up?" “Not much.” 

what’s what informal : the true state of things : the things 
that need to be known or understood in order to make 
good judgments, decisions, etc. ■ She knows what’s what 
when it comes to fashion. [=she knows a lot about fashion] 
■ We need to find out what’s what, 
what’s with or what’s up with informal 1 : what is the rea¬ 
son for (something) ■ (So) what's with the hat? [=why are 
you wearing that hat?] * He told me to go away. What’s up 
with that? I=why did he do that?] 2 : what is wrong with 
(someone or something) ■ What’s with him? • What’s up 
with you? You look upset. ■ I can’t figure out what’s up with 
this computer. 

2 What ad/, always used before a noun 

1 — used to ask someone to indicate the identity or nature 
of someone or something ■ What fool told you that? • What 
book did you read? • What news have you heard from him? ■ 
In what way are these two stories the same? ■ We won the 
war, but at what price? [=did we lose or give up too much in 
order to win the war?] 

2 — used to say that someone or something is remarkable 
for having good or bad qualities ■ What a good idea! ■ What 
mountains! ■ Remember what fun we had? ■ What a horrible 
movie! ■ What a beautiful child! 

3 — used to refer to an amount that someone has, uses, etc. ■ 
She gave what money she had [=she gave all the money she 
had] to the homeless man. ■ Give what excuses you will—it 
makes no difference. l=no excuses that you may give will 
make any difference] ■ He soon gambled away what (little) 
money he had left. ■ We spent what (little) time remained 
chatting. 

3 what adv : in what way ■ What [=how\ does it matter? ■ What 
does she care? [=why is it important to her?] 
so what informal — used to say that something said or done 
is not important ■ She has a glass of wine now and then— 
so what? 

what with — used to introduce the part of a sentence that 
indicates the cause of something • What with the freezing 
temperatures, they nearly died. ■ What with school and 
sports, she’s always busy. ■ Things have been difficult for 
him lately, what with his wife’s illness and all. 

What all pronoun , informal : whatnot 
what*cha*ma*call«it /'wcctfamsikaifot, 'wAtfomajkadot/ 
noun, pi -Its [count\ US, informal : something whose name 
you have forgotten or do not know : thingamajig ■ I can’t 
find the whatchamacallit that holds the door open. 

1 what«ev«er /wat'evas wAt'eva/ pronoun 

1 : anything or everything that • Say whatever you want, my 
opinion won’t change. [=nothing you can say will change my 
opinion] ■ Take whatever you need. 

2 : no matter what : regardless of what ■ Whatever he says, 
don’t believe him. [=do not believe him at all] ■ “What’s that 
smell?” “I don’t know, but whatever it is, it’s awful!” ■ What¬ 
ever you do, don’t press that button! 

3 — used in questions that express surprise or confusion ■ 
Whatever made you do something as foolish as that? ■ What¬ 
ever did she mean (by that)? 

4 informal : whatnot ■ I enjoy all kinds of sports—skiing, 
biking, (or) whatever. 

2 whatever adi 

1 always used before a noun a : all the ■ Take whatever sup¬ 
plies you need. [=take any supplies that you need] b : any ■ 
She will buy the painting at whatever price. : any ... that ■ 
We are willing to take whatever action is needed. [=to take 
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any action that is needed] C — used to refer to something 
that is not known ■ For whatever reason, he refused to speak 
to us. [=he refused to speak to us for some reason that we 
don’t know] 

2 not used before a noun : of any kind or amount at ail 
: whatsoever ■ There’s no food whatever. ■ There’s no evi¬ 
dence whatever to support your theory. 

3 whatever adv. informal — used to show that something said 
or done is not important ■ “Jen forgot to print out extra cop¬ 
ies.” “You mean Jean.” “ Whatever —you know who I mean.” 
■ We could go see a movie, watch TV — whatever. [=it makes 
no difference to me what we do] 
what for noun [noncount] informal + somewhat old- 
fashioned : harsh words or punishment ■ Just wait until he 
gets home. I’ll give him what fori — see also what ... for at 
'what 

what—if /,wa:t'if, .WAt'if/ noun, pi -ifs [count] : a question 
that asks someone to imagine what might happen or what 
might have happened ■ Life is full of what-ifs. ■ He started 
thinking about the what-ifs of the game: What if we had 
thrown more passes? What if we hadn’t missed that field 
goal? 

what'not /*wa:t,na:t, 'wAt,na:t/ pronoun, informal : any of 
the other things that might also be mentioned ■ You can use 
the container to hold paper clips, pins, and/or whatnot. 
what’s—her—name also US what’s—her—face noun [sin¬ 
gular] informal : a woman whose name you have forgotten 
or do not know ■ I just bumped into what's-her-name from 
the bank. 

what’s—his—name also US what’s—his—face noun [sin¬ 
gular] informal : a man whose name you have forgotten or 
do not know ■ I think she’s still dating what’s-his-name. 
what'Sit /'wartsat, 'wAtsat/ also US what*sis /'wa.tsas, 
'wAtsas/ noun, pi -sits also US -sis-es [count] informal 
: something whose name you have forgotten or do not know 
: thingamajig ■ a little rubber whatsit 
what'SO*ev-er Awa.tsa'wevas ^Atsa'wcva 1 / ad), not used 
before a noun : of any kind or amount at all ■ There’s no evi¬ 
dence whatsoever [-whatever] to support your theory. ■ She’ll 
use any means whatsoever to achieve her goals. ■ His remark 
had nothing whatsoever to do with you. ■ “Is there any reason 
to wait?” “None whatsoever .” 
wheat /'wi:t/ noun [noncount ] 

1 : a kind of grain that is used to make flour for breads, 
cookies, etc. — see also shredded wheat, whole wheat 

2 US : bread that is made from wheat flour ■ a turkey sand¬ 
wich on wheat 

separate the wheat from the chaff see Separate 
wheat germ noun [noncount ] : the center part of a grain of 
wheat which is eaten often as a source of vitamins and pro¬ 
tein 

whee /'wi:/ interj — used to express enjoyment especially by 
children ■ The girl yelled “Wheel" as she went down the slide. 
whee«dle /'wild]/ verb whee*dles; whee-dled; whee¬ 
dling often disapproving : to persuade someone to do some¬ 
thing or to give you something by saying nice things [+ obj] 
He wheedled quite a bit of money from her. ■ We managed to 
wheedle [=coax] the juicy details out of him. — often + into ■ 
She tried to wheedle us into spending more money than we 
wanted. ■ He wheedled his way into his current job. [no obj\ 
She pleaded and wheedled, but I wouldn’t be swayed. 

1 wheel /'wi:l/ noun, pi wheels 

1 [count] a : one of the round parts underneath a car, wag¬ 
on, etc., that rolls and allows something to move ■ The car’s 
rear wheels started to spin on the icy road. ■ the wheels of a 
train/airplane ■ a bicycle wheel ■ a suitcase with wheels on the 
bottom — see also training wheels b : a hard, round 
object that turns and causes machinery or a mechanical de¬ 
vice to move — sometimes used figuratively ■ You could al¬ 
most see the wheels turning in his head. [=you could almost 
see him thinking about how to do something] — see also 
FLYWHEEL, PADDLE WHEEL, WATERWHEEL 

2 [count] : steering wheel ■ She fell asleep at the wheel. 
[=she fell asleep while she was driving] ■ He got behind the 
wheel [=he sat in the driver’s seat] and sped off. ■ I was ner¬ 
vous my first time behind the wheel. [=my first time driving a 
car] ■ My sister offered to take the wheel. [=offered to drive] 

3 [count] : something that is round like a wheel or that turns 
like a wheel • a wheel of cheddar cheese — see also cart¬ 
wheel, FERRIS WHEEL, PINWHEEL, POTTER’S WHEEL, 
PRAYER WHEEL, SPINNING WHEEL 

4 [count] a : an essential or functioning part of an organiza¬ 


tion, process, etc. — usually plural ■ the wheels of govern¬ 
ment ■ They hoped that the tax cuts would grease the wheels 
of the economy. [=would help the economy work better] • 
With today’s announcement, she has set the wheels in mo¬ 
tion for a run for the presidency. [=she has begun to run for 
president] b informal : an important person in an organiza¬ 
tion ■ He’s a big wheel [=bigwig] at the company. 

5 wheels [plural] slang : car ■ I couldn’t get around easily 
without my wheels. ■ She has a nice set of wheels. [=she has a 
nice car] 

a/the squeaky wheel gets the grease/oil — used to say 
that someone who complains or causes problems is more 
likely to receive attention or help than someone who stays 
quiet and does not cause problems 
reinvent the wheel see reinvent 
spin your wheels see 'spin 

wheels come/fall off informal If the wheels come/fall off, 
someone or something fails in a sudden or unexpected 
way. ■ The pitcher was doing well for the first four innings, 
then the wheels fell off in the fifth. 
wheels within wheels : a situation that is complex and dif¬ 
ficult to deal with because it involves many different things 
■ The problem seems simple at first, but there are wheels 
within wheels. 

2 wheel verb wheels; wheeled; wheeling 

1 [+ obj] a : to move (someone or something) on a vehicle 
that has wheels ■ Doctors wheeled the patient into the operat¬ 
ing room. — sometimes used figuratively ■ Management 
wheeled in the experts [=management hired a group of ex¬ 
perts] to study the matter further, b : to push (something) 
that has wheels on it ■ He wheeled his motorcycle into the ga¬ 
rage. ■ Our waiter wheeled out a small dessert cart. — some¬ 
times used figuratively ■ She wheeled out [= offered] the same 
old excuse for being late. 

2 [no obj] : to turn quickly and face a different direction * 
She wheeled around in her chair when I entered the room. 

3 [no obj] : to move in a circle or curve ■ Seagulls wheeled 
overhead. 

wheel and deal : to make deals or agreements in business 
or politics in a skillful and sometimes dishonest way • 
There was a lot of wheeling and dealing going on at the 
convention. — see also wheeler-dealer 
wheel'bar-row /*wi:l,berou/ noun, pi -rows [count] : a 
cart with two handles, a large bowl, and usually one wheel 
that is used for carrying heavy loads of dirt, rocks, etc. — 
called also bairow 

wheel-chair /*wi:l,tfeay noun, pi -chairs [count] : a chair 
with wheels that is used by people who cannot walk because 
they are disabled, sick, or injured • He was in a wheelchair 
for several months after the accident. ■ an entrance with 
wheelchair access [=an entrance that can be used by people 
in wheelchairs] — see picture at hospital 
wheel clamp noun, pi ~ clamps [count] Brit : Denver 
boot 

wheeled /\vi:id/ ad) 

1 : having wheels ■ a wheeled vehicle 

2 : having a specified number of wheels — used in combina¬ 
tion • a four-wheeled vehicle 

wheel-er /'wills 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a vehicle that has a 
specified number of wheels — used in combination "an 18- 
wheeler [=a large truck with 18 wheels] ■ a two-wheeler [=a bi¬ 
cycle that has two wheels] 

wheel-er-deal-er /.wiil^'diiW noun, pi -ers [count] infor¬ 
mal : a person who makes deals in business or politics in a 
skillful and sometimes dishonest way ■ a political wheeler- 
dealer — see also wheel and deal at 2 wheel 
wheel'house /'wi:l,haus/ noun, pi -hous-es [count] : an 
enclosed area on a boat or ship where a person stands to 
steer 

wheel-ie Avi:li/ noun, pi wheebies [count] : an action in 
which a bicycle, motorcycle, etc. is balanced for a short time 
on its rear wheel • He did a wheelie on his bike, 
wheelle bin noun, pi ~ bins [count] Brit : a large container 
with wheels that is used for holding trash 
Wheeze /*wi:z/ verb wheez-es; wheezed; wheezing [no 
obj] 

1 : to breathe loudly and with difficulty ■ He was up all night 
hacking and wheezing. 

2 : to make a sound like a person who is breathing with dif¬ 
ficulty ■ The car’s motor wheezed and stalled. 

2 wheeze noun, pi wheezes [count] 

1 : the sound made by a person who is having difficulty 
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breathing or a similar sound : the sound of wheezing ■ Be¬ 
tween gasps and wheezes , he tried to explain what had hap¬ 
pened. ■ the wheeze of an engine 

2 Brit, informal : a clever idea or joke ■ We can count on him 
for a good wheeze. 

- wheezy /'wi:zi/ adj wheez-i-er; -est ■ a wheezy cough 
whelk /'welk/ noun, pi whelk [count]: a large snail that lives 
in the ocean 

1 Whelp /'wclp/ noun, pi whelps [count] old-fashioned : a 
young animal; especially : a young dog 
2 whelp verb whelps; whelped; whelp-lng [no obj] of a fe¬ 
male animal : to give birth ■ The dog whelped in March. 

1 When /'wen/ adv 

1 : at what time ■ When will you return? ■ When did the 
American Civil War begin? ■ The detective asked me when I 
last saw her. ■ When is the next performance? ■ (Do you) re¬ 
member when that happened? 

2 a : at, in, or during which • It was a time when people 
didn’t have to lock their doors. ■ the happy days when we 
were together b ; at or during which time ■ We’re still wait¬ 
ing for the test results, when we’ll decide our next move. 

3 informal : at a former and usually less successful time ■ I 
can say I knew you when. [=1 knew you before you were fa¬ 
mous or successful] 

2 when cord 

1 a : at or during the time that ■ We went fishing when 
[=while] we were on vacation. ■ I’ll leave when you do. [=I’ll 
leave at the same time as you] ■ When he finally showed up, 
he was drunk. ■ When I was in school, we didn’t have com¬ 
puters. b : just after the time that • You can go when the 
bell rings. ■ Call me when you get home. ■ Things were better 
when he got a job. c : at any or every time that ■ I cry when 
[-whenever] I hear that song. ■ When he watches television, 
he falls asleep. 

2 a — used to say what happens, is true, or can be done in a 
particular situation ■ When you have no family, you are real¬ 
ly on your own. ■ We take the bus to school when it rains. ■ A 
contestant is disqualified when she disobeys the rules. ■ When 
and If he comes, you can ask him. = If and when he comes, 
you can ask him. b — used to ask why or how something is 
done in the situation that exists ■ Why buy a newspaper when 
you can read the news online for free? ■ How can he buy the 
house when he has no money? [=he has no money, so how 
can he buy the house?] 

3 : in spite of the fact that : although ■ She quit politics 
when she might have had a great career in it. 

4 : the time or occasion at or in which ■ Tomorrow is when 
we must decide. 

3 When pronoun : what or which time ■ He retired in 1998, 
since when he has been devoting his time to gardening. ■ You 
need the report by when ? 
since when?see 'since 

whence /*wens/ adv, old-fashioned + literary : from where ■ 
They returned to the land whence they came. ■ Whence the 
source of this tradition? [=where does this tradition come 
from?] — often + from ■ They returned to the land from 
whence they came. 

1 When*ev*er /we'neva*/ cord • at any or every time that ■ You 
may leave whenever you wish. ■ Whenever he leaves the house 
he always takes an umbrella. ■ The teacher welcomes origi¬ 
nality whenever it is shown. ■ We’ll begin the meeting whenev¬ 
er the boss gets here. 

2 whenever adv : at any time : at whatever time ■ You can 
come tomorrow or whenever. 

1 Where /'wea-/ adv 

1 a : at or in what place ■ Where are my keys? ■ Where did 
you meet her? • Where did you hear that? ■ Where can I find 
books about gardening? ■ Where are you from? ■ I don’t 
know where that came from. — sometimes + at in very infor¬ 
mal speech " Where's the party at ? b : to what place • Where 
are we going? ■ Where is she taking us? ■ Do you know where 
we’re going? — often + to • Where are we going to? ■ Where 
to, Miss? [=what place do you want to go to?] 

2 : when or at what point ■ Where does the story get interest¬ 
ing? 

3 : how or in what way ■ Where am I wrong? ■ Where do the 
two candidates disagree on the issue? 

4 ; to what goal or result ■ Where will this course of action 
lead us? 

where It’s at informal 1 : the best or most exciting or inter¬ 
esting place to be ■ Los Angeles, California, is where it’s at if 
you want to get into the film industry. 2 : a subject, field 


of interest, etc., that is very popular or important ■ Educa¬ 
tion is where it’s at in politics. 

where (someone) Is at informal: someone’s true position, 
state, or nature ■ I haven’t quite figured out where she’s at 
[=where she stands; what her opinions are] on that issue. 

2 where cord 

1 a : at or in the place that ■ Please stay where you are. ■ We 
sat down where there was some shade. ■ He put the note 
where she could easily see it. b : to or in what place ■ He 
doesn’t know where he is going. ■ It doesn’t matter to me 
where we eat. — often followed by to + verb ■ She didn’t 
know where to go. ■ He tells me where to shop for the best bar¬ 
gains. C : the place that ■ We could see the players very 
clearly from where we sat. ■ I know where their house is. d 
: that is the place in which ■ The town where we live is having 
an arts and crafts fair. ■ This is the room where the children 
sleep. ■ The store where we shop is closing. 

2 : to or in whatever place : wherever ■ I can go where I 
want, when I want. ■ People may sit where they like. 

3 a — used to refer to a particular point in a story, process, 
etc. • My favorite part is toward the end of the book, where 
the heroine returns home. ■ The town has reached the size 
where traffic is a problem. ■ The project is at a point where 
the end is in sight, b — used to refer to a particular part of 
what is being discussed ■ That’s where you’re wrong. ■ Where 
the two candidates differ is in how to reform health care. 

4 : in a situation in which ■ We must be especially careful 
where children are concerned. ■ Where most people saw a 
worthless investment, she saw opportunity. 

1 where*aboUt8 /'wer9,bauts/ adv : near what place ■ 
Whereabouts [-where] does he live? ■ Whereabouts did you 
park the car? 

2 whereaboutS noun [plural] : the location of a person or 
thing ■ Do you know their whereabouts ? — used with both 
singular and plural verbs ■ Her present whereabouts are/is 
unknown. 

where-as /we^'sz/ cord 

1 — used to make a statement that describes how two peo¬ 
ple, groups, etc., are different ■ Some of these species have 
flourished, whereas others have struggled. ■ Whereas many 
people have supported the proposal, others have opposed it 
very strongly. ■ He has brown eyes whereas his children have 
green eyes. 

2 law : since it is true that — usually used at the beginning 
of a statement in an official document ■ Whereas the citizens 
of the state of Virginia have a right to know that... 

Where*by /wea'bai/ cord ■ by which : according to which • 
They created a program whereby single parents could receive 
greater financial aid. [=a program that would allow single 
parents to receive greater financial aid] 
where*fore /'wea^foaV adv — used in the past to mean 
“why” ■ “ Wherefore art thou Rom#o?” [=why are you 
Romeo?] —Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet (1594-95) 
the whys and (the) wherefores see 3 why 
1 Where*in /wea^'in/ adv, formal: in what way ■ Wherein was I 
wrong? : in what ■ Wherein lies the secret to the company’s 
success? 

2 wherein cord, formal 

1 a : in which : where ■ the city wherein he lives b : dur¬ 
ing which ■ There was a period in her life wherein she took 
no active part in politics. 

2 : in what way : how ■ He showed me wherein I was wrong. 
where*of /wea'AV, we^'a:v/ cord, formal + old-fashioned : of 

what ■ I know whereof I speak. [=1 know about the subject 
I’m speaking about] 

where*up*On /'wer3,pa:n/ cord, formal : at which time — 
used to say that something happens directly after something 
else and often as a result of it ■ He graduated from high 
school in 1986, whereupon he immediately joined the navy. 

1 wher*ev*er /w adv 

1 : in what place : where — used in questions that express 
surprise or confusion ■ Wherever [=where on earth; where in 
the world] have you been? • Wherever did you get that hat? ■ 
Wherever did I put my keys? 

2 : in, at, or to any place ■ “Where should I put this?” “Oh, 
just put it wherever.” [-anywhere ] ■ We can go to the park, the 
beach, (or) wherever. 

2 wherever cow 

1 : at, in, or to any place that ■ We can have lunch wherever 
[=anywhere] you like. ■ Bodyguards follow the singer wherev¬ 
er [^everywhere] she goes. 

2 : in any situation in which : at any time that ■ Wherever 
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[-whenever] (it is) possible, I try to help out. 
wherever that may be or wherever that is — used to say 
that you do not know where a place is ■ She’s from Jeffer¬ 
son City, wherever that may be. 

where*with*al / , wea i wi,&a:l, 'weaw^Bail/ noun [noncount] 
: the money, skill, etc., that is needed to get or do something 

■ A project as big as this requires a lot of financial wherewith¬ 
al. • He doesn’t have the wherewithal to finish what he start¬ 
ed. 

whet /'wet/ verb whets; whet-ted; whet'ting [+ obj] : to 
make (something, such as a person’s appetite or curiosity) 
sharper or stronger ■ We had some wine to whet our appe¬ 
tites. ■ You’ve whetted my curiosity. ■ The ads are trying to 
whet booksellers’ interest. 
wheth«er /'wcSas/ conj 

1 a : if it is or was true that ■ Did you ask whether [= ij] they 
were going? ■ I don’t know whether they were invited, b : if 
it is or was better ■ She was uncertain whether to go or stay. 

2 — used to indicate choices or possibilities ■ Whether we 
succeed or fail, we must try. ■ It doesn’t matter whether you 
pay by cash or check. ■ We’re going whether or not you de¬ 
cide to come along. = Whether or not you decide to come 
•along, we’re going. [=we’re going if you decide to come with 
us and we’re going if you decide not to come with usl ■ I had 
to decide whether or not to respond to his letter. ■ The police 
are investigating whether [or not) the death was a homicide. ■ 
The game will be played whether it rains or not. 

whet«Stone /'wet,stoun/ noun, pi -stones [count]: a stone 
used for sharpening knives, blades, etc. 
whew fa whistling sound, often read as 'hwu:, 'hju:/ interj — 
used to indicate that you are surprised, relieved, or hot ■ 
"Whew\ I’m glad that’s over." ■ “Whew! It’s hot in here.” 
whey /'wei/ noun [noncount] : the watery part of milk that 
forms after the milk becomes thick and sour ■ The curd has 
separated from the whey. 

1 which /'wifl'/ adj : what one or ones of a group : what partic- 
ular one or ones — used to indicate what is being shown, 
pointed to, or mentioned ■ He knew which people had paid 
and which hadn’t. ■ Which tie should I wear, the red one or 
the green one? ■ Which way should we turn at the stoplight? • 
Choose which style you like best. 
every which way see every 

2 Which pronoun 

1 : what one or ones out of a group — used to indicate or 
ask what is being shown, pointed to, or mentioned ■ They are 
either swimming or canoeing, I don’t know which. ■ They 
could not decide which of the two roads to take. ■ Which of 
those houses do you live in? ■ Which of you want tea and 
which want lemonade? 

2 a — used to introduce an additional statement about 
something that has already been mentioned • She plays 
squash, which is a sport similar to racquetball. • Our new car. 
which we bought last month, seats five people, b — used af¬ 
ter a preposition to refer again to something that has already 
been mentioned ■ She again demonstrated the qualities for 
which she is admired by so many people. ■ The exhibit is on 
view here for three months, after which it travels to another 
city. C — used to introduce a group of words that limits the 
meaning of a noun to a specific place or thing ■ This is a mat¬ 
ter which [-that] requires further study. 

which is which — used to say that you are unsure about 
the identity of each member of a group ■ The two words 
sound alike, so it’s hard to remember which is which. ■ One 
of the twins is named John and the other William, but 
which is which ? 

1 which»ev-er /witf'evay pronoun : whatever one or ones out 
of a group ■ We can go on Tuesday or Friday, whichever you 
prefer. ■ You may leave at 4:00 or when you’ve finished the 
job, whichever comes first. 

2 whichever adj : whatever one or ones out of a group ■ 
Choose whichever one you want. ■ It’s the same distance 
whichever [=no matter which] way you go. ■ He will support 
whichever candidate wins. 

1 Whiff /'wif/ noun, pi whiffs 

1 [count]: a slight smell of something : an odor that is weak 

■ I got/caught a whiff of new paint when I entered the room. ■ 
a whiff of perfume 

2 [singular] : a slight trace or indication ■ The incident had a 
whiff [=hint] of scandal about it. ■ I detected a whiff of sar¬ 
casm in her voice. 

3 [count] baseball, informal : strikeout ■ The pitcher had 
eight whiffs during the game. 


2 whiff verb whiffs; whiffed; whiff.ing US, informal 

1 [+ obj] : to notice (a smell) ■ He whiffed a strong odor of 
perfume. 

2 baseball a [+ obj] of a pitcher : to cause (a batter) to be out 
by pitching three strikes • The pitcher whiffed struck out] 
three batters in a row. b [no obj] of a batter : to make an out 
by getting three strikes ■ The batter whiffed [=, struck out] 
twice during the game. 

3 : to fail to hit (something) [+ obj] The golfer nearly whiffed 
the shot, [no obj] The golfer nearly whiffed on the shot. 

whiMy /'wifi/ adj whiff*i*er; -est Brit, informal : having a 
bad smell ■ Old cheese is often a bit whiffy. ■ whiffy [-smelly] 
old socks 

Whig /'wig/ noun, pi Whigs [count] 

1 : a member or supporter of a British political group of the 
18th and early 19th centuries that wanted to decrease royal 
power and to increase the power of the British Parliament 

2 : an American who supported independence from Great 
Britain during the American Revolution 

3 : a member or supporter of an American political party of 
the 19th century that was formed to oppose the Democrats 

1 while /'wajal/ conj 

1 : during the time that ■ Someone called while you were 
out. ■ You can get the photos developed while you wait. ■ The 
phone rang while I was doing the dishes. ■ They met while 
they were in college. ■ We should enjoy this good weather 
while it lasts. = We should enjoy this good weather while we 
can. ■ Can I get you anything while I’m at the store? 

2 — used to make a statement that describes how two peo¬ 
ple, groups, etc., are different ■ While some people think his 
comedy is funny, others find him offensive. 

3 : in spite of the fact that : although ■ While (he is) re¬ 
spected, the mayor is not liked. ■ He made a comment that, 
while well-intentioned, still hurt my feelings. ■ While I think 
some parts of the plan are good, I don’t think it’s practical. 

2 while noun [singular] : a period of time ■ It took them a while 
to find out what was causing the problem. ■ Why don’t we 
stay here (for) a while ? ■ It has been quite a while since I last 
saw her. = I haven’t seen her for a (good) long while. I=for a 
long time] ■ He claimed that he was happy, but he was think¬ 
ing all the while [^during that entire time] of quitting his job. 
once in a while see 'once 

worth your while : worth doing : interesting or rewarding ■ 
If you help me I’ll make it worth your while. [=I’ll make it 
worthwhile for you; I’ll reward you for helping me] ■ It 
would be worth your while to study the material again be¬ 
fore the test. — see also worthwhile 
3 while verb whiles; whiled; whibing 

while away [phrasal verb] while away (time) or while (time) 
away : to spend (time) doing something pleasant and easy ■ 
We whiled away the afternoon with a walk around the gar¬ 
den. ■ They whiled the hours away telling jokes and stories, 
whilst /'wajalst/ conj, chiefly Brit, formal : 'while 
whim /'wim/ noun, pi whims [count] : a sudden wish, desire, 
decision, etc. ■ the whims of fashion * It’s hard to predict vot¬ 
ers’ whims. • Her husband tries to satisfy her every whim. 
[=make her happy by doing everything that she wants] ■ He 
quit his job on a whim. [=because of a sudden decision] ■ The 
shop is only open at the whim of the owner. [=the shop is 
only open when the owner wants it to be open] 

’whim-per /'wimpe/ verb -pers; -pered; -per-ing 

1 [no obj] : to make a quiet crying sound ■ I could hear the 
puppy whimpering. 

2 : to complain in a weak or annoying way [no obj] She 
whimpered about having to get up early. (+ obj] “Where are 
you going?” she whimpered. 

2 whimper noun, pi -pers [count] 

1 : a quiet crying sound ■ I could hear the puppy’s whimpers. 

2 : a mild expression of complaint or protest ■ The new law 
was passed, despite a few whimpers [-objections] from the 
opposition. • She accepted their decision without a whimper. 
[=without complaining! 

whim*si«cal Avimzikal/ adj [more most ~] : unusual in 
a playful or amusing way : not serious ■ whimsical behavior ■ 
whimsical decorations ■ She has a whimsical sense of humor. 
— whim.sbcably /'wimzikli/ adv ■ The streets in the village 
are whimsically named. 

whinvsy also US whim«sey /'wimzi/ noun [noncount] : a 
playful or amusing quality : a sense of humor or playfulness 
■ The designer’s new line showed a touch of whimsy. • a bit of 
decorative whimsy 

1 whine /'wain /verb whines; whined; whin-ing 
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1 : to complain in an annoying way [no obj ] He’s always 
whining about the weather. ■ Quit whining and finish your 
dinner. [+ obj) “I want to leave now," she whined. ■ The 
workers were whining that the office was too cold/hot. 

2 [no obj] a : to make a high, crying sound ■ The dog was 
whining because it wanted to go out. b : to make a high and 
unpleasant sound that continues for a long time ■ The elec¬ 
tric saw whined as it cut through the wood. 

— whin-er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ They’re all a bunch of 
whiners, -whiny or whin-ey /'waini/ adj whin-i-er; 
-est [also more most ~] ■ a whiny child ■ I’m sick of his 
whiny complaints. ■ a whiny voice 

2 whine noun, pi whines [count] : a high and unpleasant 
sound that continues for a long time ■ the whine of a jet en¬ 
gine 

whinge /'wincfe/ verb whing-es; whinged; whing-ing or 
whinge-ing [no obj] Brit, informal : to complain in an an¬ 
noying way : whine ■ Quit whinging and get on with the job. 
• People were whinging about the lack of service. 

— whing-er noun, pi -gers [count] 

Whin-ny /'wini/ verb -nies; -nied; -ny-ing [no obj] of a 
horse : to make a gentle, high sound ■ I heard the horse whin¬ 
nying. — compare neigh 

— whinny noun, pi -nies [count] ■ We heard a whinny come 
from the stable. 

1 Wh i p /'wip/ noun, pi wh i ps 

1 [count] : a long, thin piece of leather or similar material 
that is attached to a handle and that is used for hitting a per¬ 
son as punishment or to hit an animal (such as a horse) to 
make it move faster ■ The rider cracked his whip and the 
horse began to run. 

2 [count] : a member of a legislature (such as the U.S. Con¬ 
gress or the British Parliament) who is appointed by a politi¬ 
cal party to make sure that other members are present when 
votes are taken and that they do the things that they are ex¬ 
pected to do * the Republican/Democratic/Labour whip 

3 [count, noncount] : a light dessert made by mixing together 
sweet ingredients ■ a prune whip 

a fair crack of the whip see 2 crack 
crack the whip see 'crack 
2 whip verb whips; whipped; whip-ping 

1 [+ obj] : to hit (a person or animal) with a whip or with 
something that is like a whip ■ The sailor was whipped 
[=flogged] for disobeying orders. ■ The jockey whipped his 
horse. — see also pistol-whip 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition [+ obj ] : to 
move (something) to a different position or remove (some¬ 
thing) from a place quickly and forcefully ■ The riders were 
getting whipped around on the roller coaster. ■ He suddenly 
whipped out a gun. ■ He whipped off his jacket. 

3 a always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
move quickly or forcefully ■ The flag was whipping in the 
strong wind. ■ A small branch whipped back and hit him. b 
[+ obj] : to cause (something) to move quickly or forcefully ■ 
The wind whipped the ship's sails, c [+ obj] sports : to cause 
(something, such as a ball or puck) to go somewhere quickly 
and forcefully by throwing it, passing it, etc. ■ The shortstop 
whipped the ball to first base. ■ The winger whipped a pass to¬ 
ward the net. 

4 [+ obj] a : to hit (something) forcefully ■ Rain whipped the 
pavement, b : to cause (something) to hit something force¬ 
fully ■ The wind whipped her hair across her face. 

5 [+ obj] informal : to defeat (someone) easily ■ He always 
whips me at tennis. ■ The team got whipped in the play-offs. 

6 [+ obj] : to mix or beat a food (such as cream or an egg) 
very quickly ■ She whipped the cream. ■ whipped butter/pota¬ 
toes 

7 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to go 
very quickly ■ The taxi whipped past me without stopping. 
whip into [phrasal verb ] whip (someone) into (something) 

: to cause (a group of people) to be in (a state of excite¬ 
ment, anger, etc.) " The speaker whipped the crowd into a 
frenzy. 

whip through [phrasal verb] whip through (something) infor¬ 
mal : to do (something) very quickly ■ She whipped through 
her chores. 

whip together [phrasal verb ] whip (something) together or 
whip together (something) informal : to produce or pre¬ 
pare (something) very quickly ■ She whipped together a 
quick lunch. ■ They had little time to whip a plan together, 
whip up [phrasal verb] 1 whip (someone or something) up 
or whip up (someone or something) : to excite (someone 


or something) : to cause (someone or something) to feel 
strong emotions about something ■ His speech whipped up 
the crowd. 2 whip (something) up or whip up (something) 
informal a : to cause or create (something) ■ She was try¬ 
ing to whip up some enthusiasm. * His remarks whipped up 
a controversy, b : to produce or prepare (a meal) very 
quickly ■ I can whip a meal up in no time. ■ Would you like 
me to whip up a snack? 
whip hand noun 

the whip hand : the position of having power or being in 
control in a particular situation ■ The owners of the com¬ 
pany had/held the whip hand in the negotiations. 
Whip-lash /'wip^asf/ noun [noncount] : an injury to the 
neck that is caused by a sudden backward movement of the 
head ■ He got/suffered whiplash when his car was rear- 
ended. 

Whip-per-snap-per /'wipa-^snsepa'/ noun, pi -pers [count] 
informal + old-fashioned ; a young person who annoys older 
people by being very confident and acting like someone im¬ 
portant ■ a young whippersnapper 
Whip-pet /'wipat/ noun, pi -pets [count] : a small, fast dog 
that is used for racing 

Whipping noun, p/ -pings [count] : the act of hitting some¬ 
one with a whip ■ They threatened to give him a whipping. 
[=they threatened to whip him] 

Whipping boy noun, pi ~ boys [count] ; someone or 
something that often is blamed for problems caused by other 
people ■ The coach has become the whipping boy [scape¬ 
goat] for all of the team’s problems. 

Whipping cream noun [ noncount] : a kind of cream that 
becomes thicker when it is stirred or beaten very quickly 
Whip-poor-will /'wipa^wil/ noun, pi -wills [count] : a bird 
of eastern North America that is active at night and has a 
loud call which sounds like its name 
Whip—round /'wip,raund/ noun, pi -rounds [count] Brit, 
informal ; a collection of money from a group of people that 
is used to pay for something, buy a gift, make a donation, 
etc. ■ We had a whip-round at the office to buy our secretary 
a retirement present. 

Whir also whirr /W noun, pi whirs also whirrs [count] 
; the sound made by something that is spinning very fast ■ 
the whir of a fan 

- whir also whirr verb whirs also whirrs; whirred; whir¬ 
ring [no obj] ■ I could hear the engine whirring. ■ The fan 
made a whirring sound. 

1 Whirl /'waral/ verb whirls; whirled; whirl-ing 

1 [no obj ] : to move or go in a circle or curve especially with 
force or speed ■ The cars were whirling around the track. 

2 a : to turn rapidly in circles ; spin [no obj] Clothes were 
whirling in the washing machine. ■ whirling [^swirling] winds ■ 
The water whirled around the drain. [+ obj] Her dance part¬ 
ner whirled her around, b [no obj] : to turn quickly and 
suddenly ■ She whirled [-wheeled] around in surprise. 

3 [no obj] : to be dizzy or confused ■ My head was whirling, 
[-reeling, spinning] 

2 Whirl noun, pi whirls 

1 [count] a : a fast turning movement ■ He give the crank a 
whirl. [=he turned the crank quickly] b : something that is 
turning quickly in circles ■ a whirl of dust ■ whirls of smoke 

2 f singular] : a state of busy movement or activity ■ a whirl 
[ -bustle ] of activity ■ She’s trying to avoid getting caught up 
in the social whirl. [=busy social activity] 

3 [singular]: a dizzy or confused mental state ■ My head was 
in a whirl- 

give (something) a whirl informal : to attempt or try 
(something) ■ He thought he’d give acting a whirl. [=he 
thought he’d try acting; he thought he’d try to become an 
actor] 

whirl-i-gig /'wa*li,gig/ noun, pi -gigs [count] old-fashioned 

1 ; a child’s toy that spins rapidly 

2 : merry-go-round 1 — often used figuratively ■ the 
whirligig of time ■ The movie’s ending is an emotional whirli¬ 
gig. 

Whirl-pool /'w0T3liPu:l/ noun, pi -pools [count] 

1 : an area of water in a river, stream, etc., that moves very 
fast in a circle ■ The swimmer was caught in a whirlpool and 
nearly drowned often used figuratively ■ She has experi¬ 
enced a whirlpool of emotions. [=a confusing mixture of 
emotions] 

2 : whirlpool bath 

Whirlpool bath noun,pi ~ baths [count] : a bath in which 
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water moves around in strong currents to massage a person’s 
body 

1 whirlwind /'wara^wind/ noun, pi -winds 

1 [count] : a very strong wind that moves in a spinning or 
swirling motion and that can damage buildings, trees, etc. 

2 [singular] : something that involves many quickly chang¬ 
ing events, feelings, etc. ■ My life has been a whirlwind lately. 
• He attended a whirlwind of meetings. ■ an emotional whirl¬ 
wind = a whirlwind of emotions 

2 whirlwind adj, always used before a noun : happening or 
done very quickly • The band went on a whirlwind concert 
tour. ■ They were married after a whirlwind romance. ■ We 
continued on at a whirlwind pace. 
whlrly*bird / l wa4i|ba i d/ noun, pi -birds [count] US, infor¬ 
mal m . HELICOPTER 

1 whisk /'wisk/ noun, pi whisks [count] : a cooking tool that 
is made of curved wire and that is used to stir or beat things 
(such as eggs, whipping cream, etc.) — see picture at kitch¬ 
en 

2 whisk verb whisks; whisked; whlsk-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to stir or beat (eggs, sauces, etc.) with a whisk or fork ■ 
Whisk the eggs with the cream until the mixture thickens. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition ; to move or 
take (someone or something) to another place very quickly ■ 
She whisked the children off to bed. ■ The taxi whisked me to 
the airport. ■ The waitress whisked my plate away before I 
was finished eating. 

whisk broom noun, pi ~ brooms [count] US : a small 
broom or brush with a short handle that you use especially 
to clean clothes 

whis*ker /"wiske/ noun, pi -kers 

1 [count] : a hair that grows on a man’s face — usually plural 
■ He’s decided to shave off his whiskers. 

2 [count] : any one of the long, stiff hairs that grow near the 
mouth of some animals — usually plural • a cat’s whiskers 

3 [singular] informal : a very small distance or amount ■ He 
won/lost the race by a whisker. ■ She came within a whisker 
of getting fired. [=she came very close to getting fired] 

the cat's whiskers see cat 

— whls-kered /'wisk&d/ adj ■ a whiskered animal/chin 
whis-key (<chiefly US + Ireland) or chiefly Brit whis*ky 

/'wiski/ noun, pi whls«keys or whis*kles [count, non¬ 
count] : a strong alcoholic drink made from a grain (such as 
rye, com, or barley) ■ He ordered a whiskey and soda. [=whis- 
key mixed with soda water] ■ a glass of whiskey The usual 
spelling in the U.S. and Ireland is whiskey, but some writers 
use whisky when referring to the drink made in Scotland. In 
British and Canadian English, whisky is the usual spelling but 
whiskey is used for American and Irish whiskey. — compare 
BOURBON, SCOTCH 

1 whis«per /'wisoa■/ verb -pers; -pered; -perdng 

1 : to speak very softly or quietly [no obj] He whispered in/ 
into my ear. ■ She leaned over and whispered to the girl next 
to her. • I couldn’t hear what they were saying because they 
were whispering. [+ obj] She whispered his name. ■ She 
leaned over and whispered something to the girl next to her. • 
“I’ll be right back,” she whispered. 

2 [no obj] : to produce a quiet sound ■ A soft breeze whis¬ 
pered through the trees. 

— whls-per*er /'wispara/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

2 whisper noun, pi -pers [count] 

1 a : a very soft and quiet way of speaking ■ She spoke in a 
whisper. • I heard whispers downstairs. — see also stage 
whisper b : a soft and quiet sound ■ the whisper of the 
wind 

2 : rumor ■ I’ve heard whispers that the company might go 
out of business. 



3 a : a very small amount of something — usually singular 
• A whisper [=trace] of smoke was rising from the chimney, 
b : a small amount of information ■ I expected to hear back 
from them but I never heard a whisper. [=1 never heard from 
them again] 

— whls*pery /■wispari/ adj " a whispery voice 
whis*per*ing /'wispani)/ noun, pi -Ings [count] 

1 : something spoken in a very soft or quiet way — usually 
plural ■ I could hear faint whisperings coming from the other 
room. 

2 : rumor — usually plural ■ There have been whisperings 
that the company might go out of business. 

whispering campaign noun, pi ~ -paigns [count]: an 
effort to spread rumors about someone in order to hurt that 
person’s reputation ■ He was the target of a whispering cam¬ 


paign started by his political rivals, 
whist /'wist/ noun [noncount] : a type of card game for two 
teams of two players each 
1 whis«tle /*wisal/ noun, pi whis»tles [count] 

1 a : a small device that makes a very high and loud sound 
when a person blows air through it ■ The policeman blew his 
whistle, b : a device through which air or steam is forced to 
produce a very high and loud sound ■ a factory whistle ■ We 
could hear the train’s whistle. — see also bells and whis¬ 
tles 

2 : a high and loud sound made by forcing air through your 
lips or teeth • He gave a whistle [=he whistled] to catch my at¬ 
tention. — see also wolf whistle 

3 : a sound made by blowing • We could hear the low whistle 
of the wind through the trees. ■ the whistle of the tea kettle 
blow the whistle : to tell police, reporters, etc., about some¬ 
thing (such as a crime) that has been kept secret — usually 
+ on ■ He blew the whistle on the company’s illegal hiring 
practices. — see also whistle-blower 

clean as a whistle informal : very clean ■ We scrubbed the 
old boat until it was (as) clean as a whistle, 
wet your whistle US, informal : to have a drink • Would you 
like to wet your whistle ? [=would you like a drink?] 
2 whistle verb whistles; whistled; whistling 

1 : to make a high sound by blowing air through your lips or 
teeth [no obj] He was whistling as he walked down the street. 
• He whistled for a cab. [+ obj] He whistled a happy tune. 

2 [no obj] : to produce a high and loud sound by forcing air 
or steam through a device ■ The teakettle started to whistle. 

3 always followed by an adverb or preposition [no obj] : to 
move, pass, or go very fast with a high sound • A bullet whis¬ 
tled past him. 

whistle in the dark or whistle past the graveyard infor¬ 
mal : to act or talk as if you are relaxed and not afraid 
when you are actually afraid or nervous ■ He shows a con¬ 
fident manner, but he may just be whistling in the dark. 

— whistling adj • I heard a whistling noise/sound. 
whisMe-blow*er /'wisal,blowa/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a 

person who tells police, reporters, etc., about something 
(such as a crime) that has been kept secret ■ a corporate 
whistle-blower [=a person who works for a corporation and 
tells people about the corporation’s illegal activities] — see 
also blow the whistle at ’whistle 

— whis-tle—blowing /'wisaUblowiij/ noun [noncount] 
whis*tle—Stop /'wisal,sta:p/ adj, always used before a noun, 

US : relating to or involving a series of appearances by a pol¬ 
itician in different communities during an election campaign 
■ a whistle-stop speech ■ He went on a whistle-stop campaign/ 
tour in the days leading up to the election, 
whit /■wit/ noun [singular] informal + old-fashioned : a very 
small amount — usually used in negative statements • He 
didn’t care a whit [=didn’t care at all] about the money. 
Whit /■wit/ adj, always used before a noun, Brit : at or near 
the time of the Christian holiday Pentecost ■ Whit Tuesday • 
Whit Sunday [=Pentecost] 

1 White /'wait/ adj whlt«er; -est 

1 a ; having the color of fresh snow or milk ■ He was wear¬ 
ing white sneakers. ■ a white T-shirt/blouse ■ white socks ■ 
white lilies ■ puffy white clouds ■ white hair ■ He had a long, 
white beard. ■ white rice b : light or pale in color ■ Her lips 
were white with fear. ■ He turned white when he heard the 
news. — see also snow-white 

2 : of or relating to a race of people who have light-colored 
skin and who come originally from Europe ■ The suspect 
was a white [= Caucasian] male. ■ He came from a white 
middle-class background. ■ His mother is Hispanic and his 
father is white. 

3 US : not having anything written or printed on it ■ There 
was too much white [^sempty, blank] space on the page. 

4 Brit : served with cream or milk ■ white coffee/tea 

a white Christmas : a Christmas when there is snow on the 
ground or when it is snowing ■ We were hoping for a white 
Christmas. 


— whlte*ness /'waitnas/ noun [noncount] — whit*lsh 
/'waitijy adj * whitish hair 
2 Whlte noun, pi whites 

1 [count, noncount] : the very light color of fresh snow or 
milk — see color picture on page Cl 

2 a [noncount] : white clothing ■ nurees dressed in white [=in 
white uniforms] ■ The bride looked beautiful in white. j=in 
her white dress] b whites [plural] : white clothes used to 


play sports ■ tennis whites [=white tennis clothes] 
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3 [count] : a white or light-colored thing or part: such as a 
: the white part of the eye ■ the whites of his eyes — see pic¬ 
ture at EYE b : the clear or white liquid around the yolk of 
an egg ■ The cake recipe calls for four egg whites. 

4 [count] : a person belonging to a race of people who have 
light-colored skin : a white person : Caucasian — usually 
plural ■ His policies are supported by both blacks and whites. 

White*bait /'wait,beit/ noun [noncount] : young fish that 
can be eaten whole 

White blood cell noun, pi ~ cells [count] : a clear or col¬ 
orless cell in the blood that protects the body from disease 
— called also white cell, white blood corpuscle, white corpus¬ 
cle ; compare red blood cell 
white-board /'wait,bo»d/ noun, pi -boards [count] : a 
large board with a smooth white surface that can be written 
on with special markers — compare blackboard, chalk¬ 
board 

White bread noun [noncount] : bread made with wheat 
flour that has been bleached so that it is white 
White—bread /'wait'brcd/ adj, always used before a noun, 
US, informal : ordinary or traditional and associated with 
white, middle class people ■ white-bread values 
White-Caps /'wait,keeps/ noun [plural] US : waves that 
break into small white bubbles at their highest point ■ The 
blue sea was flecked with whitecaps. — called also (Brit) 
white horses 

White cell noun, pi ~ cells [count ]: white blood cell 
White chocolate noun [noncount] : a type of sweet choco¬ 
late that has a white color — compare dark chocolate, 
MILK CHOCOLATE 

White— COl-lar /'wait'kaila*/ adj : of, relating to, or having 
the kind of jobs that are done in an office instead of a facto¬ 
ry, warehouse, etc. ■ white-collar jobs/workers — compare 
BLUE-COLLAR, PINK-COLLAR 

white-collar crime : crime that typically involves stealing 
money from a company and that is done by people who 
have important positions in the company : crime commit¬ 
ted by white-collar workers ■ Embezzlement is a white- 
collar crime. 

white corpuscle noun, pi ~ -puscles [count] : white 

BLOOD CELL 

White dwarf noun, pi ~ dwarfs [count] astronomy : a star 
that is at the end of its life and is very hot, small, and dense 
White elephant noun, pi ~ -phants [count] : something 
that requires a lot of care and money and that gives little 
profit or enjoyment — usually singular ■ The run-down his¬ 
toric building has been the city’s white elephant. 

White flag noun, pi ~ flags [count] : a flag used to show 
that you want to stop fighting or to indicate defeat — usual¬ 
ly singular ■ Ground troops waved the white flag after the 
battle. — often used figuratively ■ They raised the white flag 
[=admitted defeat] soon after the election results came in. 
white flight noun [noncount] US : an occurrence in which 
many white people move out of a city as more and more 
people of other races move in 

White flour noun [noncount] : a type of flour that is widely 
used in cooking, baking, etc., and that is made from wheat 
White goods noun [plural] chiefly Brit : large pieces of 
household equipment (such as refrigerators and washing 
machines) 

White*hall /'wait,ha:l/ noun [noncount] Brit : a wide street 
in London where there are many government buildings — 
used to refer to the British government ■ Whitehall bureau¬ 
crats • There has been no response from Whitehall about the 
claims. 

White horses noun [plural] Brit : whitecaps 
White-hot /'wait'hait/ adj 

1 a : glowing white because of being very hot ■ white-hot 
metal b : extremely hot ■ a white-hot skillet 

2 informal a : very intense or active ■ white-hot enthusiasm 
■ The atmosphere was white-hot. b : very popular or suc¬ 
cessful ■ The band was white-hot after the release of their first 
album. 

White House noun 

the White House 1 : the place in Washington, D.C., where 
the U.S. President lives 2 : the executive branch of the 
U.S. government ■ The White House announced the new 
appointments to the Cabinet. ■ White House staffers 
White knight noun, pi ~ knights [count] : someone or 
something that rescues or saves another person or thing 
from a bad situation; especially : a company that buys a sec¬ 


ond company in order to prevent it from being taken over by 
a third company 

white-knuck-le /'wait'nAkal/ also white-knuck-led 

/'wait'nAkald/ adj, always used before a noun : showing, ex¬ 
periencing, or causing very strong feelings of fear, anxiety, 
etc. ■ a white-knuckle ride on a roller coaster ■ I’m a white- 
knuckle flier/traveler. [=flying/traveling is very stressful for 
mel ■ They rode their motorcycles at white-knuckle speeds. 
White lie noun, pi ~ lies [count] : a lie about a small or un¬ 
important matter that someone tells to avoid hurting anoth¬ 
er person ■ He told a (little) white lie as his excuse for missing 
the party. 

White meat noun [noncount] : meat that comes from the 
breast or other thick parts of a chicken, turkey, etc., and that 
is lighter in color than the other parts when cooked; also 
: meat (such as pork) that is lighter in color than beef when 
cooked — compare dark meat, red meat 
whit*en /'waitq/ verb -ens; -ened; -en-ing : to make 
(something) white or whiter or to become white or whiter 
[no obj] His hair whitened as he aged. [+ obj] Bleach will 
whiten the linens. ■ The new toothpaste whitens teeth. 

White noise noun [noncount] : a constant noise (such as 
that the noise from a television or radio that is turned on but 
is not receiving a clear signal) that is a mixture of many dif¬ 
ferent sound waves 

white*OUt /'wait,aut/ noun, pi -outs [count] : a type of 
snowstorm in which blowing or falling snow and clouds 
make it very difficult to see ■ We got caught in a whiteout. ■ 
whiteout conditions — compare blackout 

white pages noun 

the white pages or the White Pages US : the part of a 
phone book that lists the names, addresses, and phone 
numbers of people and businesses — compare yellow 
pages 

White Paper noun, pi ~ -pers [count] Brit : a government 
document that provides information on a particular subject 
before a law is made — compare green paper 
White pepper noun [noncount] : a food seasoning that is 
made by grinding the dried berries of an Indian plant after 
removing the hard, black covers on the seeds — compare 
BLACK PEPPER 

White Sauce noun [noncount] : a light-colored sauce that is 
made with milk, cream, or broth and that is thickened with 
flour 

White Spirit noun [noncount] Brit : a liquid that is made 
from petroleum and that is used to make paint thinner 
White supremacist noun, pi ~ -cists [count] : a person 
who believes that the white race is better than all other races 
and should have control over all other races ■ White suprem¬ 
acists were convicted of hate crimes. 

- white supremacy noun [noncount] 
white—tailed deer /'wait,teild-/ noun, pi white-tailed 
deer [count] : a common North American deer that has a 
tail which is white underneath — see picture at DEER 
White—tie adj — used to describe a formal event at which 
men wear white ties and white formal coats and women 
wear formal gowns ■ a white-tie reception/event — compare 

BLACK-TIE 

White trash noun [noncount] US, informal + offensive : poor 
white people who are not well educated 
white-wall /'wait,wa:l/ noun, pi -walls [count] US : a tire 
on a car that has a white band near the rim of the wheel ■ a 
set of whitewalls 

1 white-wash /'wai^wa:// noun,pi -wash-es 

1 [noncount] : a white liquid mixture used for making sur¬ 
faces (such as walls or fences) whiter 

2 [count] disapproving : a planned effort to hide a dishonest, 
immoral, or illegal act or situation : cover-up — usually 
singular ■ Many people believe that official report about the 
investigation was a whitewash written to conceal the truth. 

3 [count] chiefly Brit : a defeat in a game or contest in which 
the loser does not score any points ■ a 10-0 whitewash 

2 whitewash verb -washes; -washed; -wash-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to make (something) whiter by painting it with white¬ 
wash ■ They whitewashed the fence. ■ whitewashed walls/ 
buildings 

2 : to prevent people from learning the truth about (some¬ 
thing bad, such as a dishonest, immoral, or illegal act or situ¬ 
ation) ■ a book that tries to whitewash the country’s past 

3 chiefly Brit : to defeat (an opponent) easily by winning ev¬ 
ery game, point, etc. ■ She was whitewashed 8-0. 
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White Water noun [noncount] : water in part of a river that 
looks white because it is moving very fast over rocks ■ The 
canoe got caught in white water. 

— whlte-wa-ter /'wai^wcutay adj ■ whitewater rafting 
white way noun 

the Great White Way US, informal + old-fashioned : a street 
in New York City where there are many theaters : broad- 
way • Her show debuted on the Great White Way. 
white wedding noun, pi ~ -dings [count] : a traditional 
wedding in which the bride wears a white dress 
White Wine noun, pi ~ wines [count, noncount] : wine that 
is light in color 

whit-ey /*waiti/ noun, pi whit-ies chiefly US slang, offensive 

1 [count] : a white person 

2 [noncount] : white people as a group ■ The poet vented his 
rage against whitey. 

whith-er /'wi&a7 adv, old-fashioned + literary : to what place 

• He grew up in New York City whither his family had immi¬ 
grated in the early 1920s. — sometimes used formally in 
questions to ask what the future of something will be ■ 
Whither stem-cell research? [=where is stem-cell research go¬ 
ing?; what is the future of stem-cell research?] 

whit-ing /'waittr)/ noun, pi whiting [count] : a small fish 
that lives in the sea and that is used for food 
Whit-SUn /'witsan/ noun [noncount] Brit : the Christian hol¬ 
iday Pentecost and the days near it ■ the Whitsun holiday 
whit-tle /'witl /verb whit-ties; whit-tied; whit-tling [+ obj] 
: to cut or shape (a piece of wood) by cutting small pieces 
from it ■ He was sitting on the porch, whittling a stick. : to 
make or shape (something) from a piece of wood by cutting 
small pieces from it ■ She whittled a walking stick from a ma¬ 
ple tree branch. 

whittle away [phrasal verb] whittle (something) away or whit¬ 
tle away (something) : to reduce or get rid of (something) 
slowly ■ I’m still trying to whittle away a few more pounds. 
whittle down [phrasal verb] whittle (something) down or 
whittle down (something) : to gradually make (something) 
smaller by removing parts • We whittled the list down to 
four people. 

1 Whiz 0 chiefly US) or Brit whizz /'wiz/ verb, always followed by 
an adverb or preposition whiz-zes; whizzed; whiz-zing 
[no obj] informal 

1 : to move quickly while making a buzing or humming 
sound • The ball whvxed through the air. ■ Bullets whizzed 
overhead. 

2 a : to pass by quickly ■ Cars whizzed by on the highway. ■ 
He whizzed past us on skates, b chiefly Brit : to accomplish 
or complete something easily ■ She whizzed through the 
exam. 

2 whiz 0 chiefly US) or Brit whizz noun, pi whizzes [count] : a 
humming or buzzing sound made by something moving 
quickly ■ We could hear the whiz of the ball as it sailed past 
us. 

take a whiz US, informal + impolite : urinate ■ He took a 
whiz right on the sidewalk. 

— compare 3 whiz 

3 whiz (chiefly US) or Brit whizz noun, pi whizzes [count] in¬ 
formal : someone who is very good at something ■ a comput¬ 
er whiz ■ He’s a whiz at math. — compare 2 whiz 
Whiz kid o chiefly US) or Brit whizz kid noun, pi ~ kids 
[count] : a person who is unusually intelligent or successful 
especially at an early age 
Who /'hu:/ pronoun 

1 a : what or which person or people — used when you do 
not know the name or identity of a person or group of peo¬ 
ple that you are talking about or asking about ■ Who will be 
the next president? ■ Who is standing next to you in this pho¬ 
to? ■ I didn’t know who he was. ■ Find out who they are. • I 
wonder who else signed up. ■ Who should walk in [=who do 
you think walked in] when we least expected it? My parents! 

• She isn’t sure who she talked to. b — used to question a 
person’s character or authority ■ Who are they to tell us what 
to do? [=what makes them think they can tell us what to do?] 
■ Who do you think you are? [=what gives you the right to 
say or do this?] ■ Who do you think you’re talking to? [=what 
gives you the right to speak to me in this (rude) manner?] c 

— used in questions that are meant to say that no one would 
or would not do something, know something, etc. • They 
may come or not. Who cares? [=no one cares; I don’t care] • 
Of course I would love to win a million dollars. Who 
wouldn’t? [=anyone would] ■ “Are they coming?” "Who 
knows?” [=no one knows; I don’t know] ■ Who are we kid¬ 


ding? [=we aren’t kidding/fooling anyone] usage see whom 

2 — used after a noun or pronoun to show which group of 
people you are talking about ■ Subscribers who are interested 
in joining the discussion group should contact the secretary. 
• The people who conducted the study were extremely pro¬ 
fessional. ■ Someone who handles stress well will be more 
suited for the job. • I have a friend who my parents don’t like. 

3 — used to introduce an additional statement about some¬ 
one who has already been mentioned ■ His patient, who was a 
well-known television personality, suffered a minor stroke. ■ 
The former president of the company, who is retired now, is 
credited with expanding and improving the product line. • 
Her uncle, who she’s very fond of, lives next door. 

who’s who 1 or who Is who : information about the peo¬ 
ple who make up a group ■ We had lived in this town long 
enough to know who was who. [=to know the names of the 
different people, what they did, etc.] ■ I’m still learning 
who’s who around the office. 2 a : a list of the names of 
the important and well-known people in a particular field ■ 
The guest list reads like a who’s who of the publishing in¬ 
dustry- b : the important and well-known people in a 
particular field • The convention was attended by a who's 
who of the publishing industry. 

Whoa /'wou/ interj 

1 — used to command a horse to stop moving 

2 — used to tell someone to slow down or stop and think 
about something • Whoa. Take a deep breath and tell me 
what’s wrong. 

3 — used to show that you are surprised or impressed • 
Whoa, that’s a cool car. 

Who’d /*hu:d/ — used as a contraction of who would or who 
had ■ Who’d [=who would] have thought he could do it? ■ We 
didn’t know who’d [=who had] done it. 
who-dlin-it (chiefly US) or Brit who-dun-nit /hu'dAngt/ 
noun, pi -its [count] informal: a novel, play, or movie about 
a murder where you do not know who committed the mur¬ 
der until the end 
Who-ev-er /hu'ev^/ pronoun 

1 : whatever person : any person at all ■ A prize will be given 
to whoever solves the riddle. ■ Whoever wants to come along 
is welcome to join us. ■ He’s an honest man, whoever his 
friends might be. ■ Whoever did this will be held accountable. 

2 — used in questions that express surprise or confusion ■ 
Whoever can that be? 

Whole /'houl/ adj 

1 a always used before a noun : complete or full : not lack¬ 
ing or leaving out any part ■ The whole [-entire] family went 
on the trip. ■ The doctor assured me that the whole proce¬ 
dure would only take a few minutes. ■ The whole place was 
remodeled. It looks great now. ■ He was out sick for the 
whole [-entire] week. ■ It’s been a whole week since I've seen 
him. ■ I spent the whole summer traveling through Europe. ■ 
The whole evening was a great success. ■ She read the whole 
book in one day. ■ I’ve been waiting my whole life for this. ■ I 
felt like the luckiest girl in the whole wide world [=in the 
world] that day. ■ They failed to tell us the whole story. 
[=they failed to tell us everything; they only told us certain 
things] ■ It rained the whole time I was there. [=it rained con¬ 
tinuously while I was there] ■ We decided to forget the whole 
thing, b : having all the parts : not divided or cut into parts 
or pieces • a whole egg • whole strawberries [=strawberries 
that are not sliced or cut up] ■ We cooked a whole chicken. ■ 
whole grains ■ The recipe calls for two whole cloves. [=cloves 
that haven’t been ground] 

2 a : great or large in size, extent, etc. ■ The community cen¬ 
ter offers a whole range of programs. ■ The track team took 
part in a whole series of events. I=in a lot of events] ■ There’s 
a whole set of criteria to consider. ■ She owns a whole collec¬ 
tion of hats. [=she owns many different hats] b — used for 
emphasis before a noun ■ The whole idea is to make things 
better, not worse. ■ She missed the whole point of the story. • 
We weren’t quite sure what to make of the whole situation. ■ 
He doesn't seem to have a whole lot of [-much] respect for 
other people’s feelings. ■ Things are looking a whole lot 
[=much] brighter now. 

go (the) whole hog see 1 hoo 

out of whole cloth see cloth 

the whole enchilada see enchilada 

the whole (kit and) caboodle see caboodle 

the whole nine yards see 2 yard 

the whole shebang see shebang 
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the whole shooting match see shooting match 
whole nother see nother 

— wholeness noun [noncount] 

2 whole noun, pi wholes [count] : something that is full or 
complete — usually singular ■ The whole of my day was 
spent on the phone. [=1 spent the entire day on the phone] ■ 
the whole of creation [=all of creation] "He felt he was part 
of a greater whole. [=that he was a part of something much 
larger and greater than himself] 

as a whole : as a complete unit — used to make a statement 
that relates to all the parts of something ■ Language as a 
whole is constantly evolving. ■ The lecture was intended for 
the group as a whole. [=for everyone; not for just a few 
people] ■ The company as a whole [=overall] is doing well. 
in whole law : to the full or entire extent — used in the 
phrase in whole or in part • The contract can be voided in 
whole or in part [=the entire contract can be voided or a 
part of the contract can be voided] ten days before the pur¬ 
chase date. 

on the whole 1 — used to say what you think is true, what 
should be done, etc., when you consider a situation in a 
general way ■ On the whole , it seemed best to cut the visit 
short. ■ On the whole , I think we've made progress from last 
week. 2 : in general : in most cases ■ On the whole , new 
parents reported that they were adapting very well to par¬ 
enthood. ■ He did a great job on the whole. 

3 whole mdv 

1 : entirely or completely • He has a whole new way of look¬ 
ing at things now. [=he has a completely different attitude 
now] 

2 : in one piece that has not been cut into parts ■ We cooked 
the chicken whole. ■ The frog swallowed the fly whole. 

whole food noun, pi ~ foods [count, noncount ] : a food 
that is considered healthy because it is grown naturally, has 
not been processed, and contains no artificial ingredients 
Whole«heart«ed /■houl'haa'tsd/ adj [more most ~] 
: having or showing no doubt or uncertainty about doing 
something, supporting someone, etc. ■ wholehearted devo¬ 
tion/support ■ a wholehearted effort ■ The judges gave us 
their wholehearted approval. 

— whole-heart-ed«ly adv ■ I agreed wholeheartedly with his 
views. ■ She threw herself wholeheartedly into the work. 

Whole life insurance noun [noncount] : a type of life in¬ 
surance that costs the same as long as the insured person is 
alive and that pays benefits to survivors when the person has 
died 

Whole meal adj, Brit : WHOLE wheat ■ whole meal bread 
Whole note noun, pi ~ notes [count] US : a musical note 
equal in time to two half notes or four quarter notes — 
called also (Brit) semibreve 

Whole number noun, pi ~ -bers [count] mathematics : a 
number (such as 0, 1, 2, 3,4, 5, etc.) that is not a negative and 
is not a fraction 

1 Wholesale /'houl,sei]/ noun [noncount] : the business of 
selling things in large amounts to other businesses rather 
than to individual customers — compare retail 

2 wholesale adj 

1 : relating to the business of selling things in large amounts 
to other businesses rather than to individual customers ■ a 
wholesale grocer/dealer/merchant ■ wholesale prices ■ The 
crops originated from wholesale growers. ■ Is that price retail 
or wholesale ? 

2 : affecting large numbers of people or things ■ The poor 
economy has caused wholesale layoffs [=has caused a large 
number of layoffs] in many industries. 

— wholesale adv • I can get the pet supplies wholesale. ■ The 
fish sells for about $9 a pound wholesale. 

3 wholesale verb -sales; -saled; -sal-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to sell (things) to other businesses rather than to 
individual customers ■ The company wholesales clothing to 
boutiques in the area. 

2 [no obj] : to be sold to other businesses for a specified price 

— usually + at or for ■ a product that wholesales at/for $10 a 
pound 

whole-sal-er /'houl,seila*/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person 
or company that sells things to businesses and not to individ¬ 
uals ■ a leading wholesaler in the book business 
whole-some /'houlsam/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : helping to keep your body healthy : good for your health 
■ wholesome [=healthy, nutritious] meals/snacks • a whole¬ 
some dish made with vegetables • a wholesome diet 

2 a : morally good ■ wholesome family values • less-than- 


wholesome entertainment that wasn’t appropriate for chil¬ 
dren b : suggesting good health or behavior ■ a young actor 
known for his wholesome good looks 
— whole-some-ness noun [noncount] 

Whole Step noun, pi ~ steps [count] US, music : a differ¬ 
ence in pitch that is equal to % of an octave — called also 
0 chiefly Brit ) tone 

Whole wheat adi : made from wheat from which no part 
(such as the bran) has been removed • whole wheat bread 
Whol-ly /'houlli/ adv, formal : completely or fully ■ She is 
wholly devoted to her children. ■ An infant is wholly depen¬ 
dent on its mother. • The invention is wholly [- entirely ] her 
own. ■ The claim is wholly without merit. 
whom /'hu:m/ pronoun, objective case of who — used in for¬ 
mal writing or speech ■ To whom am I speaking? ■ His broth¬ 
er, with whom he is very close, works for the same company. 

■ I was introduced to the artist, whom I was anxious to meet. 

■ an author whom I had never heard of 

usage Whom is a more formal word than who and is not 
commonly used in ordinary speech and writing, where it 
can seem awkward and unnatural. ■ (formal ) To whom did 
you speak? = (format) Whom did you speak to? = (more 
commonly) Who did you speak to? • (formal ) We weren’t 
sure whom to hire. = (more commonly) We weren’t sure 
who to hire. ■ (formal ) The person to whom we spoke was 
very helpful. = (formal ) The person whom we spoke to was 
very helpful. = (more commonly) The person who/that we 
spoke to was very helpful. ■ (format) Her brother, whom I 
met last year, is an attorney. = (more commonly) Her 
brother, who I met last year, is an attorney. 
to whom it may concern see 2 concern 
whom-ev-er /hu'm cva/ pronoun, objective case of whoev¬ 
er — used in formal writing or speech ■ You can invite 
whomever you please. 

1 whoop /'hu:p, 'wu:p/ verb whoops; whooped; whoop¬ 
ing [no obj] informal : to shout loudly in an enthusiastic or 
excited way • The children whooped with joy at the sight of 
all the presents. 

whoop it up informal : to celebrate and have fun in a noisy 
way ■ My pals and I whooped it up at the local bar after the 
concert. ■ The band whooped it up for the sold-out crowd. 

2 whoop noun, pi whoops [count] : a high, loud sound ex¬ 
pressing enthusiasm or excitement — usually singular ■ The 
coach let out a whoop when the team scored. 
big whoop US, informal — used in an ironic way to say that 
something is not important or impressive ■ “Their team is 
going to the play-offs.” “ Big whoop." [=big deal] • It might 
look special but it’s really no big whoop. [=no big deal, it’s 
not very important] 

whoop—de—do or whoop—de—doo /,wu:pdi'du:, 

.wupdi'du:/ interj, US, informal — used in an ironic way to 
say that something is not important or impressive ■ “She can 
cook a five-course meal in an hour.” "Whoop-de-do." [=so 
what?; who cares?] 

1 Whoop*ee /'wupi/ interj — used to express enthusiasm ■ 
Whoopeel I passed the entrance exam! ■ We did it! Whoopee\ 
2 whoopee noun 

make whoopee 1 US, informal + old-fashioned : to have 
sex ■ They’re making whoopee. 2 Brit, informal + old- 
fashioned : to have noisy fun 

Whoopee cushion noun, pi ~ -ions [count] : a rubber 
bag filled with air that is used as a joke and that makes a 
loud, rude noise when someone sits on it 
WhOOp-ing cough /'hmpirj-/ noun [noncount] medical : a 
disease that usually affects children and that causes severe 
coughing and difficult breathing 
whoops also woops /'wups/ interj — used to express sur¬ 
prise or distress or to say in a mild way that you are sony 
about having done or said something wrong ■ Whoops 
[=oops], I slipped! ■ Woops, I didn’t mean to tell you. 

1 WhOOSh /'wuj/ noun [count] 

1 : the sound made by something that is moving quickly — 
usually singular ■ The ball flew by with a whoosh. 

2 : a small amount of gas, liquid, etc., that comes from a 
place quickly — usually singular ■ A whoosh of hot air es¬ 
caped from the vent. 

2 whoosh verb whoosh-es; whooshed; whooshing [no 

obj] : to move very quickly with the sound of quickly flow¬ 
ing air or water ■ Cars whooshed along the highway. ■ Water 
whooshed down the pipe. 

whop-per /'wa:p»/ noun, pi -pers [count] informal 




whopping ■ wide 


1870 


1 : something that is very large and impressive ■ That’s a 
whopper of a diamond ring. 

2 : a big lie ■ He told us a real whopper. 

whopping /'waipig/ adj, always used before a noun, infor¬ 
mal : very large, impressive, etc. ■ The play was a whopping 
success. ■ The car sped by at a whopping 110 miles per hour. 
Whore /"hoa/ noun, pi whores [count] 

1 somewhat old-fashioned : a woman who has sex with peo¬ 
ple in exchange for money : prostitute 

2 informal + offensive : a woman who has sex with a lot of 
people 

whore-house /'hoa^haus/ noun, pi -hous-es [count] infor¬ 
mal : a place where prostitutes live and work : brothel 
Whor-ing /'honr)/ noun [noncount] old-fashioned : the activ¬ 
ity of having sex with a prostitute ■ drinking and whoring 
Whorl /'wa4, 'worsl/ noun, pi whorls [count] 

1 : something that turns or goes around in a circle ■ a whorl 
of smoke ■ the whorls and eddies of the river 

2 : a pattern that is made by a series of circles that turn 
around a center point ■ the whorl of a fingerprint 

3 technical : an arrangement of leaves, petals, etc., that 
forms a circle around a stem 

Who’S /'hu:z/ — used as a contraction of who is or who has ■ 
Who’s [=who w] in charge here? ■ a student who’s [=who has] 
always been interested in math 
who’s who see who 

| Do not confuse who’s with whose. _| 

1 Whose /'hu-.z/ adi 

1 — used in questions to ask who owns something, has 
something, etc. ■ Whose bag is it? ■ I wonder whose story was 
chosen. - Whose side are you on anyway? 

2 — used to show which person or thing you are talking 
about ■ The gentleman whose cell phone was stolen was very 
upset. ■ The prize will go to the writer whose story shows the 
most imagination. ■ the book whose cover is tom 

3 — used to give more information about a person or thing 
that has already been mentioned ■ The curator, whose name 
I’ve since forgotten, put together an exceptional exhibit. • 
My roommate, whose sister is an actress, gets lots of requests 
for autographs. 

| Do not confuse whose with who’s. | 

2 whose pronoun : that or those belonging to a person ■ 
Whose are these? [=who is the owner of these?] ■ Let him 
know whose you will choose. 

[ Do not confuse whose with who’s. [ 

WhO-SO-eV-er /(huisa'wevay pronoun, formal + literary 
: WHOEVER 

whup /'wup/ verb whups; whupped; whup-ping [+ obj] 
US slang 

1 : to beat (someone or something) as a punishment ■ His fa¬ 
ther whupped him for swearing. 

2 : to defeat (someone or something) easily and completely ■ 
Our team got whupped in last night’s game. • ( impolite ) We 
got our butts/asses whupped yesterday. 

1 why /'wai/ adv 

1 : for what reason or purpose ■ Why did you quit your job? 
■ Why are you laughing? [=what are you laughing about?] ■ 
Why is the sky blue? ■ Why didn’t you call me? ■ Why didn’t I 
think of that? ■ “I can’t go out tonight.” “Why nofl" 

2 — used to offer a suggestion or to say that a course of ac¬ 
tion is not necessary • If you don’t want to go, why not just 
say so? ■ Instead of calling, why not e-mail instead? ■ Why 
should I care about that? ■ Why don’t you come over for din¬ 
ner? [=we would like to have you over for dinner] ■ You de¬ 
serve the best treatment. Why settle for less? [=you shouldn’t 
be happy with anything less] ■ “I’ll try calling again." “Why 
bothert" [=it’s not worth the trouble] 

3 — used to express irritation or annoyance ■ Why can’t you 
make up your mind? ■ Why must I always repeat myself? ■ 
Why would anyone say such a thing? ■ Why oh why did I say 
something so stupid? 

2 whv coni 

1 : the cause, reason, or purpose for which • I know why he 
did it. ■ It’s easy to see why she fell in love with him. ■ He’s a 
very good player. That’s why he made the team. 

2 : for which ■ The reason why they succeeded is obvious. 
They worked really hard. • Give me one good reason why I 
should stay. 

3 Why noun 


the whys and (the) wherefores : the reasons for some¬ 
thing ■ She explained the whys and the wherefores of the 
sudden price increase. 

4 why interj, somewhat old-fashioned — used at the beginning 
of a statement especially to express surprise ■ Why, I can’t 
imagine such a thing! ■ “Do you know him?” “Why, yes! We 
know him quite well.” ■ “Would you like another drink?” 
“Why, yes. Thank you.” • If I want a drink, why. I’ll just get it 
myself! ■ Why, of course! That makes perfect sense. 

Wl abbr Wisconsin 

Wic-ca /'wika/ noun [noncount] : a religion that is character¬ 
ized by belief in the existence of magical powers in nature 

— Wic-can /'wikan/ adj ■ Wiccan rituals • My friend is Wic- 
can. — Wiccan noun, pi -cans [count] ■ a group of Wic- 
cans 

1 Wick /'wik/ noun, pi wicks [count] : a string or piece of ma¬ 
terial in a candle or lamp that is lit for burning 
get on someone’s wick Brit, informal: to annoy someone ■ 
His chatter was getting on my wick. [= getting on my nerves] 
2 wick verb wicks; wicked; wicking [+ obj ] US : to cause 
(fluid or moisture) to be pulled away from a surface (such as 
your skin) — usually + away ■ a fabric that wicks away per¬ 
spiration 

1 wick-ed /'wikad/ adi wick-ed-er; -est [also more most 
~] 

1 a : morally bad : evil ■ a wicked act of cruelty ■ She 
played the part of the wicked stepmother/witch in the play, 
b informal : having or showing slightly bad thoughts in a 
way that is funny or not serious ■ She wore a wicked grin af¬ 
ter her victory. - wicked laughter ■ She’s known for having a 
wicked sense of humor. 

2 informal : very bad or unpleasant ■ She had a wicked case 
of food poisoning. ■ A wicked odor was coming from the 
closet. 

3 informal: very good ■ He throws a wicked fastball, 
-wick-ed-ly adv ■ The chocolate cake looked wickedly 

tempting. • He told a wickedly funny story. — wick-ed- 
ness noun [noncount] old-fashioned 
2 wicked adv, US, informal : very or extremely • His car goes 
wicked fast. ■ All his friends thought he was wicked cool. ■ It’s 
wicked funny! • The tickets were wicked expensive, 
wick-er /'wikay noun [noncount] : thin twigs or sticks that 
are woven together to make furniture and baskets — often 
used before another noun ■ a wicker chair [=a chair made 
from wicker] ■ wicker baskets 

wick-er-work /'wika^wafc/ noun [noncount] : something 
(such as furniture) that is made from wicker ■ We bought 
wickerwork for the screened porch. ■ wickerwork baskets 
wick-et /'wikat/ noun, pi -ets [count] 

1 US : any one of the series of curved wires in the ground 
that the ball must be hit through in the game of croquet 

2 cricket a : either of the two sets of three wooden sticks at 
which the ball is bowled b : the rectangular area of ground 
that is between the two wickets 

- see also sticky wicket 

wick-et-keep-er /'wika^kiipay noun, pi -ers [count] crick¬ 
et : the player who stands behind the wicket to catch the ball 
1 wide /'waid/ adj wid-er; wid-est 

1 a : extending a great distance from one side to the other 
: not narrow ■ a wide [-broad] road ■ the widest part of the 
river ■ a wide smile — opposite narrow b : measured 
from side to side : having a specified width ■ The desk is 
three feet wide. • How wide is the doorway? 

2 : opened as far as possible ■ Her eyes were wide with won¬ 
der. 

3 : not limited in range or amount: extensive ■ We have a 
wide range of options. ■ a job calling for wide experience ■ 
The election received wide news coverage. 

4 : including or involving a large number of people or things 
■ The dishes are available in a wide assortment of colors. [=in 
many colors] • The book appealed to a wide audience. 
[=many people liked the book] ■ That car dealership has the 
widest [=largest] selection around. 

5 : extending throughout a specified area — usually used in 
combination ■ Police conducted a neighborhood-mate search 
for the suspect. [=police searched for the suspect throughout 
the neighborhood] ■ There has been an industry-wide de¬ 
crease in production. 

6 : away from a target — used to describe something that 
does not hit what you were aiming at ■ His shot was wide and 
landed in the rough. — often + of m The shot was wide of the 
goal. [=the shot missed the goal] — see also wide of the mark 
at ‘mark 
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give (someone or something) a wide berth see 1 berth 

— wide*ness noun [ noncount ] ■ the wideness of the beach 

2 wide adv 

1 : at a great distance : far ■ The poles were placed wide 
apart. 

2 : to the side of something by a large distance ■ The shot 
landed wide. — usually + of ■ The arrow landed/went wide of 
the target. [=the arrow missed the target] • He hit his shot 
wide of the green on the sixth hole. 

3 : to the fullest extent: as fully as possible : completely ■ 
He opened his eyes/mouth wide. • They spread the map out 
wide. ■ wide open eyes - His mouth was wide open. ■ They like 
to hike through wide open spaces. • It appears that the gover¬ 
nor’s race is still wide open. [=any of the candidates could 
win] 

far and wide see 'far 

wide-angle lens noun, pi ~ lenses [count] : a camera 
lens that you use to take pictures that show a wider view 
than other lenses 

wide awake adj : fully awake • It was quite late, but the 
children were still wide awake. [=not tired at all] 
wide boy noun, pi ~ boys [count] Brit, informal + disap¬ 
proving : a man who earns a lot of money by doing things 
that are dishonest or illegal 
wide-eyed /'waid'aid/ adj 

1 : having your eyes wide open especially because of sur¬ 
prise or fear ■ He stared at me, wide-eyed in astonishment. 

2 : having or showing a lack of experience or knowledge ■ 
wide-eyed [-naive] innocence 

widely /'waidli/ adv [more most ~] 

1 : over or through a wide area : in or to many places ■ They 
have traveled widely. ■ widely scattered towns ■ Their prod¬ 
ucts are widely available. 

2 : to a great extent : a lot ■ The products differ widely 
[= greatly ] in quality. 

3 : by a large number of people * a widely known political 
figure ■ The books are widely read by adults as well as chil¬ 
dren. ■ a widely [-generally] accepted belief 

4 : over a wide range ■ The students come from families with 
widely different incomes. [=from families with large in¬ 
comes, small incomes, etc.] ■ widely divergent viewpoints 

wid*en /'waidn/ verb -ens; -ened; -en-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to make (something) wide or wider : broaden ■ 
The city is going to widen the road. ■ They plan to widen the 
investigation. ■ The team widened [-increased] their lead in 
the fifth inning. 

2 [no obj ] : to become wide or wider ■ Her eyes widened in 
surprise. • They went swimming at a spot where the river 
widens. ■ The widening [-increasing] gap between incomes 
was noted in the study. ■ The scope of the investigation has 
widened. 

Wide-OUt /'waid.aut/ noun, pi -outs [count] American foot¬ 
ball l WIDE RECEIVER 

wide—rang-ing /'waid,reincfeii 3 / adj [more most ~] : in¬ 
cluding many different ideas, actions, or things ■ She had 
wide-ranging interests. ■ The implications of the investigation 
were wide-ranging. 

wide receiver noun, pi ~ -ers [count] American football : a 
player on the offensive team who specializes in catching for¬ 
ward passes 

wide—SCreen adj : having a screen that is wider than the 
screen of most televisions ■ a wide-screen TV 
Wide-Spread /'waid'spred/ adj [more most ~]: common 

over a wide area or among many people ■ There is wide¬ 
spread public interest in the election. ■ Trade partners had 
become more widespread. ■ There was widespread opposition 
to the plan. 

wid-get /'wicfcat/ noun, pi -gets [count] informal : any small 
mechanical or electronic device : gadget — often used to 
refer to an imaginary product that is being mentioned as an 
example in a discussion of business ■ Could you make and 
sell widgets for less money than the competition? 
wid-OW /'widou/ noun, pi -OWS [count] 

1 : a woman whose husband has died 

2 informal : a woman whose husband often leaves her alone 
while he plays sports or is involved in other activities ■ a foot¬ 
ball widow [=a woman whose husband spends a lot of time 
watching football] ■ Everyone joked that she was a golf wid¬ 
ow. [=a woman whose husband is often away playing golf] 

— see also black widow 

— wld-ow-hood /'widou,hud/ noun [noncount] ■ She had a 
hard time during her first year of widowhood. 


wid-OWed /'widoud/ adj — used to describe a woman 
whose husband has died or a man whose wife has died ■ her 
widowed mother/father ■ She was widowed by the war. [-her 
husband was killed in the war] 

wid-OW-er /'widawaV noun, pi -ers [count] : a man whose 
wife has died 

width /*wid0/ noun, pi widths 

1 ! the distance from one side of something to the other side 
: a measurement of how wide something is [noncount] What 
is the width of the table? ■ She carefully measured the length 
and width of the room. ■ The deck runs the full width of the 
house, [count] The carpet is available in several widths. ■ We 
swam ten widths in the pool. 

2 [count] : a measured and cut piece of material (such as 
cloth) ■ I bought two widths of fabric. 

wield /'wi:ld/ verb wields; wield-ed; wield-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to hold (something, such as a tool or weapon) in your 
hands so that you are ready to use it ■ The man was wielding 
a gun/knife. ■ Can he wield a hammer? 

2 : to have and use (power, influence, etc.) ■ He wields a 
great deal of influence over his students. ■ wield clout/power 

— wield*er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ wielders of power 
wie-ner /'wiina*/ noun, pi -ners [count] US, infortnal : hot 

dog 1 

Wife /'waif/ noun, pi wives /'waivz/ [count] : a married 
woman : the woman someone is married to ■ We met him 
and his wife. ■ They were husband and wife [=a married cou¬ 
ple] for almost 60 years. — compare husband; see also 
fishwife, housewife, trophy wife 
Wife-ly /'waifli/ adj, old-fashioned : of, relating to, or suit¬ 
able for a wife ■ wifely affection 

1 wig /'wig/ noun, pi wigs [count] : artificial hair that you wear 
on your head because you are bald or in order to change 
your appearance ■ She was wearing a blonde wig. 

— compare hairpiece, toupee 
flip your wig see ‘flip 

2 wig verb wigs; wigged; wig-ging 

wig out [phrasal verb] wig out or wig (someone) out US slang 
: to become very upset or to cause (someone) to become 
very upset ■ She wigged out [-freaked out] when the police 
arrived. ■ The movie totally wigged me out. 
wigging noun [singular] Brit, old-fashioned : an occurrence 
in which someone speaks in a very angry and critical way to 
someone who has done something wrong : a severe scolding 

■ He received a wigging for what he did. 

wig-gle /'wigal/ verb wig-gles; wig-gled; wlg-gling : to 
move up and down or from side to side with short quick mo¬ 
tions [+ obj] He wiggled his fingers/toes. ■ She wiggled her 
hips, [no obj] His toes were wiggling. • The puppy wiggled 
with excitement. 

— wiggle noun, pi wiggles [count] ■ She gave her hips a wig¬ 
gle. 

wiggle room noun [noncount] US, somewhat informal : the 
ability to make small changes in a plan, schedule, etc., if they 
are needed ■ We should allow for some wiggle room [= flexibil¬ 
ity] when we plan the schedule. ■ The salesman has some wig¬ 
gle room to reduce the price of the car. 
wig-gly /'wigali I adj wig-gli-er; -est 

1 : making many small movements : moving with a wiggle ■ 
wiggly worms 

2 : having many curves : not straight ■ There were wiggly 
[=wavy] lines in the sand. 

wig-wam /'wig,wa:m/ noun, pi -warns [count] : a round 
tent that was used in the past by Native Americans as a 
house or shelter — see picture at tepee 
1 wild /'wajald/ ac(j wiid-er; -est 

1 a of an animal : living in nature without human control or 
care : not tame ■ wild ducks/animals b of a plant : growing 
or produced in nature : not grown or farmed by people ■ 
wild blueberries/grapes/honey — compare cultivated C 
of land : not changed by people : not settled or developed ■ 
wild places high in the mountains ■ Few species can survive 
in this wild [=savage] landscape. 

2 : uncontrolled and dangerous ■ I felt a wild rage. • He was 
wild with anger. ■ He had a wild [=crazy] look in his eyes. 

3 : very enthusiastic or excited ■ wild laughter ■ wild revelers 

■ The crowd went wild when the band took the stage. 

4 : going far beyond what is normal or usual • They painted 
the rooms with some wild colors. ■ He has some pretty wild 
[=strange] ideas about raising children. ■ He told us a wild 
story about their camping trip. ■ The company was success¬ 
ful beyond my wildest dreama/fantasles. [=much more sue- 
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cessful that I ever thought possible] 

5 a : noisy and disorganized ■ The party was getting kind of 
wild [=out of control] so we left. • wild protests b : very en¬ 
joyable, lively, and exciting ■ It was a wild party. ■ He loves 
the city’s wild nightclub scene. 

6 : made without knowledge or information : not based on 
facts ■ That’s just a wild guess. 

7 of a playing card : able to represent any other playing card 

■ In this game, jokers are wild. 

8 : done without accuracy or control ■ The shortstop made a 
wild throw to first base. — see also wild pitch 

9 : very stormy or violent • It was a wild night of heavy snow 
and strong winds. ■ a wild [-rough, turbulent ] sea 

be wild about : to like (someone or something) very much ■ 
She’s wild about [=crazy about] her new boyfriend. ■ He is 
absolutely wild about baseball. ■ She's not wild about the 
idea. [=she doesn’t like the idea] 
sow your (wild) oats see ‘sow 
wild and woolly see ‘woolly 

- wild-ness /'wajaldnas/ noun [noncount ] ■ the wildness 
and beauty of the scenery 
2 wild noun 

1 the wilds : a large area of land where people do not live 
and where plants, trees, etc., grow freely : wilderness ■ 
They hiked through the wilds of Maine. 

2 the wild : a wild, free, or natural place, state, or existence ■ 
The plants were collected from the wild. ■ They will return 
the animal to the wild when it is healthy. ■ Could these ani¬ 
mals survive in the wild ? ■ I’ve only seen that animal in a zoo, 
never in the wild. 

3 wild adv : without being controlled ■ These plants grow wild 
on the roadside. 
go hog wild see ‘hog 

run wild : to run, go, behave, etc., in a wild and uncon¬ 
trolled way ■ The mob was running wild in the streets. ■ His 
imagination ran wild. 

wild boar noun, pi ~ boars [count ]: boar 2 
wild card noun, pi ~ cards [count] 

1 : a playing card that can represent any other card in a 
game ■ The joker is a wild card. 

2 : a person or thing that could affect a situation in a way 
that cannot be predicted : an unknown or unpredictable fac¬ 
tor ■ Taxes are the wild card in this election. 

3 sports : a player or team chosen to fill a place in a competi¬ 
tion after the regularly qualified players or teams have all 
been decided ■ The team made it into the play-offs as the/a 
wild card. 

4 usually wildcard : a symbol (such as ? or *) that is used in 
a computer search to represent any letter or number 

wild-cat /'wajald.kset/ noun.pl -cats [count] : a kind of cat 
that lives in the wilderness 

wildcat Strike noun, pi ~ strikes [count] : a strike that is 
started by a group of workers without the approval of their 
union 

wil-de-beest /'wild3,bi:st/ noun, pi wil-de-beests also 
wildebeest [count] : a large African animal that has long 
curving horns — called also gnu 
wil-der-ness /'wilda-nas/ noun, pi -ness*es [count] : a 
wild and natural area in which few people live ■ She enjoys 
hikes through the wilderness. — often used before another 
noun ■ They liked to take wilderness excursions. ■ wilderness 
conservation — often used figuratively ■ a bureaucratic wil¬ 
derness 

wilderness area noun, pi ~ areas [count] us : a large 
area of public land that is kept in its natural state 
wild—eyed /'wajald'aid/ adj 

1 : having a wild expression in the eyes : looking dangerous 
or out of control ■ a wild-eyed criminal 

2 : very extreme or wild ■ wild-eyed schemes/theories 
wild-fire /'wajak^fajay' noun, pi -fires [count] : a fire in a 

wild area (such as a forest) that is not controlled and that can 
burn a large area very quickly ■ The recent wildfires were 
made worse by the strong winds. 

like wildfire informal : very quickly • The new fad spread 
like wildfire. 

Wlld-flOW-er /'wajald.flawjy/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a flower 
that grows in natural places without being planted by people 

■ a field full of wildflowers 

wild-fowl /'wajald.fawal/ noun [noncount] : birds (such as 
ducks and geese) that live in the wild especially near water 
and are often hunted 

wild goose chase noun, pi ~ chases [count] : a difficult 


and long search for something that is not important or that 
cannot be found ■ The boss sent me on a wild goose chase 
that wasted half the day. 

wild-life /'wajald,laif/ noun [noncount] : animals living in na¬ 
ture : wild animals ■ an area with abundant wildlife — often 
used before another noun ■ wildlife management/protection 

■ a wildlife preserve [=an area of land where wild animals are 
protected] 

Wild-ly /'wajaldli/ adv [more most —] 

1 : in an uncontrolled or excited way : in a wild way ■ He 
was waving his arms wildly. 

2 : very or extremely ■ a wildly popular restaurant ■ wildly 
different cultures ■ I’m not wildly enthusiastic about seeing 
them. 

wild pitch noun, pi ~ pitches [count] baseball : a pitch that 
cannot be caught by the catcher and that allows a runner to 
go to the next base 

wild rice noun [noncount] : a kind of grain that is produced 
by a tall North American plant that grows in water 
Wild West noun 

the Wild West : the western United States in the past when 
there were many cowboys, outlaws, etc. ■ stories about the 
Wild West — often used before another noun ■ Wild West 
stories ■ a Wild West show 

wiles /'wajalz/ noun [plural] : clever tricks that you use to 
get what you want ■ She used her feminine wiles to entice 
him to give her the job. 

1 will /'wil, wal/ verb, past tense would /'wod, wad/; present 
tense for both singular and plural will; negative will not or 
won’t /'wount/ [modal verb] 

1 — used to say that something is expected to happen in the 
future ■ We will [=we are going to] leave tomorrow. ■ I will be 
there in fifteen minutes. ■ Tomorrow will be partly cloudy 
and cool. ■ What do you think will happen? ■ Who do you 
think will win? ■ He will be severely punished for this crime. ■ 
We will continue our efforts, and we will succeed. [=we are 
determined to succeed] 

2 a — used to say that you want something ■ I will [=(more 
commonly) I'll] have a hamburger and fries. ■ “ Will you have 
another cup of tea?” “Yes, I will, thank you.” b — used to 
say that you are willing to do something ■ Yes, I will marry 
you. ■ The doctor will see you now. ■ “ Will you help him?” 
“No, I most certainly will not!” ■ No one would do it. 

3 — used to ask someone to do something ■ Will [-would] 
you please pass the salt? ■ Will you help me with my home¬ 
work? ■ Will you please stop talking? ■ Shut the window, will 
you? ■ If you will follow me, ladies and gentlemen, I’ll take 
you to the next gallery. 

4 — used to give a command or to say what must happen or 
not happen ■ You will do as I say. ■ Everyone will leave imme¬ 
diately! ■ I will not have my own children talking to me like 
that! ■ No one will leave this room until a decision has been 
made. 

5 a — used to say that something is likely or certain to be 
true ■ That will be the babysitter at the door. ■ The gray 
house on the left will be theirs. [=must be theirs] ■ Try this 
soup—you will like it. [=(more commonly) you’ll like it] ■ 
Ask anyone and they will tell you the same thing, b — used 
to describe a situation that is continuing ■ He won’t stop 
bothering me. [=he keeps bothering me; he refuses to stop 
bothering me] ■ The door won’t open. 

6 — used to say that something usually happens or that a 
person or thing usually does something ■ The dog will growl 
if you get too close to it. ■ She will wait until the last minute 
to finish her homework. ■ People will talk if they see us to¬ 
gether. ■ Accidents will happen. [=accidents sometimes hap¬ 
pens; it isn’t possible to avoid all accidents] In British En¬ 
glish, this sense is sometimes used to show that you are 
annoyed that someone does something often. ■ He will leave 
his coat on the chair instead of hanging it up. 

7 — used to say that something is able to do something or 
contain a certain amount -The batteries w/7/last a maximum 
of four hours. ■ The back seat will [-can] hold three people. 
[=it is capable of holding three people] ■ This will do if there 
is nothing better. 

— compare 3 will, “will 
2 will /*wil/ noun, pi wills 

T"\count] law : a legal document in which a person states 
who should receive his or her possessions after he or she dies 

■ In her will , she asked that her money be donated to the 
church. ■ He made/prepared/wrote a will only days before his 
death. — see also living will 
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2 : a strong desire or determination to do something [count] 
She has a strong will. = She has a will of Iron. = She has an 
Iron will. • He won the battle/clash of wills with his wife. [=he 
got what he wanted] — often followed by to + verb ■ During 
her illness, she never lost her will to live/survive. ■ He has the 
will to succeed. [=he has a strong desire to succeed] [non¬ 
count] He has no will of his own. ■ Does he have the strength 
of will [=is he willing to work extremely hard] to complete 
such demanding training? — see also free will, strong- 
willed 

3 [noncount] : a person’s choice or desire in a particular situ¬ 
ation ■ They were obedient to the king’s will. [=they did what 
the king wanted them to do] ■ a government that reflects the 
will of the people ■ As a child, he was forced to play the violin 
against his will. [=even though he did not want to play it] • 
She chose to go against her parents’ will and marry him any¬ 
way. [=she chose to marry him even though her parents did 
not want her to marry him] ■ She is always trying to Impose 
her will on other people. [=trying to force other people to do 
what she wants] 

at will : when you want or in a way that you want ■ She is 
free to come and go at will. ■ The document can be modi¬ 
fied at will. ■ The soldiers were told to fire at will, 
where there’s a will, there’s a way — used to say that if 
you want to do something very much, you can find a way 
to do it ■ “Do you think she can finish the project on 
time?” “She can if she really wants to. Where there's a will, 
there’s a way.” 

with a will: with a lot enthusiasm and energy ■ She set about 
the work with a will. 

with the best will in the world Brit : with the most sincere 
desire and effort to do something good or worthwhile — 
used especially to say that it is not possible to do some¬ 
thing even if you want to do it very much ■ Even with the 
best will in the world, the work cannot be done that 
quickly. 

- see also goodwill, ill will 

3 wlll /*wil/ verb, present tense for both singular and plural will 
[+ obj] : to want or desire (something) 4* This verb is only 
used in the simple present tense. • You can say what you will 
[=you can say whatever you want to say], but 1 will always 
love her. ■ Call it what you will, it is still illegal. [=it is illegal 
no matter what you call it] ■ Imagine, If you will, life without 
computers. ■ Baseball is my love, my obsession if you will. [=if 
you want to call it that] — compare ‘will, *will 
4 will /'wil/ verb wills; willed; wlll-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to cause or try to cause (something) to happen by using 
the power of your mind • She was haunted by the thought 
that she had willed his death. [=that she had caused his death 
by wishing that he would die] b : to cause or try to cause 
(someone or something) to do something by using the power 
of your mind ■ He willed himself to stay awake. ■ As she 
neared the finish line she willed her legs to keep running. 

2 : to want or intend (something) to happen ■ It will happen 
if God wills it. 

3 law : to state in a will that (your property) will be given to 
a particular person, organization, etc., after you die ■ She 
willed her property to her children. ■ He willed his entire es¬ 
tate to the church. = He willed the church his entire estate. 

- compare ‘will, 3 will 

wlll-ful or chiefly Brit wll-ful /'wilfal/ adj, disapproving 

1 : refusing to change your ideas or opinions or to stop do¬ 
ing something ■ a stubborn and willful child 

2 : done deliberately : intentional ■ He has shown a will- 
fiil disregard for other people’s feelings. ■ willful disobedi¬ 
ence/murder 

- wlll-fuMy adv ■ The press willfully ignored the facts of the 
case. — will-ful-ness noun [noncount] 

Wll-lies /'wiliz/ noun 

the willies informal : a nervous feeling ■ Hearing noises at 
night gives me the willies, [-the creeps] 

Wlll-ina /'wiliq/ adj [more most ~] 

TTnot refusing to do something : ready — followed by to 
+ verb ■ I’m perfectly willing to try. ■ They are always willing 
and eager to help. ■ We’re ready and willing to make the trip. 

2 : quick to act or respond : doing something or ready to do 
something without being persuaded ■ He was a willing partic¬ 
ipant in the crime. ■ willing workers ■ She’s lending a willing 
hand. 

3 : done, made, or given by choice : voluntary ■ willing 
obedience ■ a willing sacrifice 

God willing see god 


the spirit is willing but the flesh Is weak see ‘spirit 

— will-ingdy /'wilirjli/ adv ■ The student acted willingly. ■ We 
willingly agreed to the proposal. — wlll-ing*ness noun 
[noncount] ■ He appreciated her willingness to help. 

Will—O’—the—WISp /,wil35a'wisp/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a goal that cannot be reached • the will-o’-the-wisp of 
world peace 

2 : a light that sometimes appears at night over wet ground 
wil-low /'wilou/ noun,pi -lows [count]: a tree that has long, 

narrow leaves and strong, thin branches that are used to 
make baskets — see also pussy willow 
wil-lowy /'wilawi/ adj [more most ~] : tall, thin, and 
graceful ■ a willowy young dancer ■ Her figure is willowy. 
will-pow-er /'wihpawa 1 / noun [noncount] : the ability to 
control yourself : strong determination that allows you to do 
something difficult (such as to lose weight or quit smoking) ■ 
The dessert buffet tested my willpower. • He conquered his 
drinking problem through sheer willpower. 
wil-ly also wil-lie /'wili/ noun, pi -lies [count] informal : pe¬ 
nis 

wil-ly—nil-ly /,wili'nili/ adv 

1 : in a careless and unplanned way ■ They decided willy-nilly 
to change the rules. 

2 : in a way that does not allow any choices or planning ■ We 
are being forced willy-nilly to accept whatever the govern¬ 
ment decides. 

1 wilt /'wilt/ verb wilts; wllt*ed; wilt*ing 

1 of a plant : to bend over because of not having enough wa¬ 
ter [no obj ] The roses were wilting. [+ obj] The hot weather 
wilted the plants. 

2 [no obj] a : to become weak and tired especially because 
of hot weather ■ The crowd wilted in the heat, b : to lose en¬ 
ergy, confidence, effectiveness, etc. ■ He wilted under the 
pressure. 

2 Wilt /'wilt/ second person singular present tense of will old- 
fashioned — used with “thou” • Do what thou vvz'//. [=do what 
you will] 

wily /Nvaill/ adj wil-i-er; -est [also more —; most ~]: full of 
clever tricks : very clever ■ She turned out to be a wily nego¬ 
tiator. ■ wily tactics 

— wIM-ness /'wailinas/ noun [noncount] 

1 wlmp /'wimp/ noun, pi wimps [count] informal : a weak 
person who lacks confidence, courage, etc. ■ I was too much 
of a wimp [=coward] to confront him. 

2 wimp verb 

wimp out [phrasal verb] informal : to fail to do something 
because you are too afraid, weak, etc. ■ He wanted to ask 
her to the dance but he wimped out. 
wim-ple /'wimpal/ noun, pi wlm-ples [count] : a cloth 
worn over the head and around the neck and chin by women 
in past times and by some nuns today 
1 win /'win/ verb wins; won /'wAn/; wln-nlng 

1 a : to achieve victory in a fight, contest, game, etc. [+ obj] 
The boxer won the match by knockout. ■ They won the bat¬ 
tle/war. ■ She won the election. ■ He won’t give up until he’s 
won the argument. ■ Neither candidate won the debate. - We 
tried our best, but you can’t win them all. [no obj] They 
played well, but they didn’t win. ■ The chances of winning are 

1 in 100,000. ■ It’s not about winning or losing. It’s about hav¬ 
ing fun. ■ Okay, you win. [=1 agree to do what you want] 
We’ll go to the movies, b [+ obj]: to get (something, such as 
a prize) by achieving victory in a fight, contest, game, etc. ■ 
She won a tennis trophy. ■ Her book won the Pulitzer Prize. 

2 [+ obj] : to get (something) by effort ■ She won praise for 
her hard work. ■ His perseverance won him the job of his 
dreams. [=he got the job of his dreams because of his perse¬ 
verance] 

3 [+ obj] : to persuade (someone) to like you or to choose 
you ■ She won the voters with her warm sense of humor. ■ He 
broke up with his girlfriend but he’s determined to win her 
back. [=to get her back; to persuade her to be his girlfriend 
again] ■ He’ll do anything to win her heart. [=to get her to fall 
in love with him] 

can’t win informal — used to say that success is not possible 
for someone in a particular situation ■ I feel like I can't win. 
Nothing I do seems to make any difference. ■ You can’t win 
when you’re dealing with someone so unreasonable. 
win or lose : whether you succeed or fail ■ Win or lose, we’ll 
give it our best effort. 

win out also Brit win through [phrasal verb] : to achieve vic¬ 
tory or success after dealing with many difficulties • It was 
a challenge, but we won out in the end. 
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win over [phrasal verb ] win (someone) over : to persuade 
(someone) to accept and support something (such as an 
idea) after opposing it ■ They eventually won him over with 
some persuasive arguments. 

2 win noun, pi wins [count] : an act of achieving victory espe¬ 
cially in a game or contest: victory ■ a pitcher with 15 wins 
■ Their win over the first place team was unexpected. 

— opposite loss 

wince /'wins/ verb winc-es; winced; winc-ing [no obj] 
: to have an expression on your face for a very short time 
which shows that you are embarrassed or in pain ■ She 
winced [=grimaced] (in pain) when she hit her elbow. ■ I 
wince [=cringe] with embarrassment whenever I think of that 
day. 

— wince noun, pi winces [count] 

winch /'wintf/ noun, pi winch-es [count] : a machine that 
has a rope or chain and that is used for pulling or lifting 
heavy things ■ a tow truck’s winch 

— winch verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition 
winches; winched; winch-ing [+ obj] • They winched 
the car out of the lake. 

1 wind /'wind/ noun, pi winds 

1 : a natural movement of air outside [count] The storm was 
accompanied by northerly winds. ■ A gusty/light wind rustled 
the leaves. ■ strong/hard winds [noncount] The wind is blow¬ 
ing hard. ■ There isn’t much wind today. — see also cross- 
wind, DOWNWIND, HEADWIND, TAILWIND, TRADE WIND, 
UPWIND, WHIRLWIND 

2 [count]: something that has force or influence ■ the chang¬ 
ing/shifting winds of political opinion ■ The winds of change 
have begun to blow. [=change is going to happen; change is 
in the air] ■ Her political opinions depend on which way the 
wind is blowing. [=what opinions are popular at the time] 

3 [noncount] : the ability to breathe normally ■ I needed to 
rest to get my wind back after the climb. [=to stop breathing 
hard and begin to breathe normally] ■ The fall knocked the 
wind out of me. [=knocked the air out of my lungs and made 
me unable to breathe normally for a brief time] — see also 
SECOND WIND 

4 [noncount] Brit : gas in the stomach or intestines * Certain 
foods give me wind. [=((/£) gay] 

5 winds [plural] music : musical instruments (such as flutes 
and horns) that are played by blowing air into them : wind 
instruments 

break wind: to pass gas out of the anus 
catch/get wind of (something) : to hear about (something 
private or secret) ■ They got wind of our plans for a party. ■ 
The police caught wind of the plot. 
get/have the wind up Brit, informal : to become/be afraid 
or nervous ■ When they started questioning him, he got the 
wind up. 

in the wind: about to happen ■ Change is in the wind, 
like the wind : very fast ■ He grabbed the money and ran 
like the wind. 

put the wind up (someone) Brit, informal: to make (some¬ 
one) afraid or nervous ■ I tried to put the wind up him by 
threatening to call the police. 
sail dose to the wind see ‘sail 
straw in the wind see straw 

take the wind out of someone’s sails : to cause someone 
to lose confidence or energy ■ The team’s star player was 
injured and it really took the wind out of their sails, 
three sheets to the wind see 2 sheet 
throw/fiing/cast caution to the wind see ‘caution 
2 wind /'waind/ verb winds; wound /'waund/; winding 

1 of a river, road, etc. : to follow a series of curves and turns 
[no obj] The river winds through the valley. ■ winding lanes/ 
roads/streets [+ obj] The river winds its way through the val¬ 
ley. 

2 [+ obj] : to wrap (something, such as a string) around 
something ■ He wound more twine around the box. • wind 
thread on a spool ■ She wound the scarf around her neck. ■ 
The machine winds the tape from one reel to the other. 

3 [+ obj] : to turn a knob, handle, etc., several times on some¬ 
thing (such as a clock) so that it can work ■ wind a clock ■ 
Her watch needs to be wound once a year. ■ To start the old 
car, you have to wind the crank. — often + up a wind up a toy 
train 

wind down [phrasal verb] 1 : to end gradually ■ The party 
was winding down. 2 : to relax and stop thinking about 
work, problems, etc. : unwind ■ I intend to wind down 
with a good book this weekend. 


wind up [phrasal verb] 1 : to end ■ The meeting should be 
winding up soon. 2 wind (something) up or wind up 
(something) : to end or complete (something) ■ It’s time to 
wind up the meeting. ■ It’s getting late so let’s wind things 
up. 3 : to reach or come to a place, situation, or condition 
that was not planned or expected ■ They wound up [=ended 
up] being millionaires. ■ Although she studied art, she 
wound up [tended up] working in publishing. ■ After a 
wrong turn, we wound up in an unfamiliar neighborhood. 
— see also 2 wind 3 (above), wound up 

- wind-er /'wainday noun, pi -ers [count] ■ a bobbin/clock 
winder 

wind*bag /'wind,b£eg/ noun, pi -bags [count] informal + 
disapproving : a person who talks too much ■ a pompous old 
windbag 

wind*blOWn /'windjbloun J adj 

1 : carried through the air by the wind ■ windblown pollen 

2 : made messy by the wind ■ windblown hair 
wind-break /'wind,breik/ noun, pi -breaks [count] : some¬ 
thing (such as a fence or group of trees) that protects an area 
from the wind 

Wind-break-er /'wind^reika-/ trademark — used for a 
light jacket that protects you from the wind 
wind-burn /'wind,b^n/ noun [noncount] : a red and sore 
area on the skin that is caused by cold or very strong wind ■ 
His face was red from windbum. 

— wind-burned /'wind,band/ adj • windbumed skin 
wind-cheat-er /'Wind.tfiita/ noun, pi -ers [count] Brit : a 

light jacket that protects you from the wind 
wind-chill /'wind,tfil/ noun, pi -chills chiefly US 

1 [noncount] : the effect that wind has of making air feel 
colder than it actually is ■ It’s cold outside, and it feels even 
colder because of the windchill. — called also windchi'll fac¬ 
tor 

2 [count] : a temperature that shows how cold the air feels 
because of the wind ■ Expect windchills in the 20s tonight. 

wind Chime noun, pi ~ chimes [count] : a collection of 
objects made from metal, glass, etc., that hang together from 
strings and touch each other to make a musical sound when 
they are blown by the wind — usually plural 
wind-ed /'windad/ adj : unable to breathe easily or normal¬ 
ly because you have been running, climbing, etc. ■ We were 
winded [=out of breath] after the long climb. — see also 
long-winded 

wind-fall /'wind,fa:l// ioww, p/ -falls [count ]: an unexpected 
amount of money that you get as a gift, prize, etc. ■ They re¬ 
ceived a windfall because of the tax cuts, 
wind instrument noun, pi ~ -ments [count ]: a musical 
instrument (such as a flute, horn, or organ) that is played by 
blowing air through it — compare brass, woodwind 
wind-jam-mer /'wind^semay noun, pi -mers [count] : a 
sailing ship 

wind-lass /'windlss/ noun, pi -lass-es [count] : winch 
wind-mill /'wind,mil/ noun, pi -mills [count] 

1 : a structure that has parts which are turned around by the 
wind and that is used to produce power, pump water, etc. 

2 Brit : pinwheel 1 

tilt at windmills see ‘tilt 
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win-dOW /'windou/ noun, pi -dows 

1 [count] a : an opening in a wall, door, etc., that usually 
contains a sheet of glass • She opened a window to let in some 
air. ■ I looked out the window and saw a deer. — see also bay 
WINDOW, FRENCH WINDOW, PICTURE WINDOW, ROSE WIN¬ 
DOW. storm window b : a sheet of glass that covers an 
opening in a building, vehicle, etc. ■ He used vinegar and wa¬ 
ter to wash the windows. • He accidentally broke a window. ■ 
Can you roll down the car window ? C : a large window at 
the front of a store where goods are displayed so that they 
can be seen by people who are walking past • The windows 
along 5th Avenue were all decorated for Christmas. • I saw a 
beautiful dress in the window, d : an opening in a wall 
through which business is conducted ■ He sits behind a win¬ 
dow and sells movie tickets. ■ a ticket window ■ a bank teller’s 
window 

2 [count] : a part of something that you can see through ■ 
Make sure the address shows through the window in the en¬ 
velope. • A window opened in the fog and we could finally 
see the ocean. 

3 [count]: an area or box on a computer screen that shows a 
program that is currently running ■ Minimize that window 
and open a new one. ■ Close all the windows and restart the 
computer. — see picture at computer 

4 [singular] : a period of time during which something can 
happen ■ The shuttle’s launch has a window of only two days. 
l=it can only happen within two specific days] ■ The window 
of opportunity [=the time during which there is a chance to 
do something] has closed/ended. 

a window into/on : something that makes it possible to see 
or understand something clearly ■ This knowledge opens a 
window into your opponent’s mind. ■ The book gives the 
reader a window on war. 

go out the window informal : to stop being used or thought 
about ■ By that point in the argument, reason had gone out 
the window. 

throw (something) out the window informal: to stop us¬ 
ing or thinking about (something) ■ We can throw that idea 
out the window. 

window box noun, pi ~ boxes [count] : a long, thin box 
that is usually hung on the outside of a building beneath a 
window and that is used as a container for flowers and plants 
window dresser noun, pi ~ -ers [count]: a person whose 
job is to decorate and arrange products to display in a store 
window 

window dressing noun [noncount] 

1 : the act of decorating and arranging products to display in 
a store window 

2 disapproving : something that is intended to make a person 
or thing seem better or more attractive but that does not 
have any real importance or effect ■ These changes are being 
made for a good reason. They’re not just window dressing. 


win-dow-less /‘windoutas/ adj : not having a window ■ a 
windowless room 

win-dow-pane /'windou,pem/ noun, pi -panes [count] : a 
piece of glass that covers an opening in a window ■ Ice had 
formed on the windowpane. — see picture at WINDOW 
window seat noun, pi seats [count] 

1 : a seat that is built or placed below a window 

2 : the seat that is closest to the window on a plane, train, 
bus, etc. 

window shade noun, pi ~ shades [count] US : a roll of 
cloth or plastic that is hung at the top of a window and that 
can be pulled down to cover the window — called also blind, 
(US) shade', see picture at WINDOW 
win-dow—shop /*windou,Ja:p/ verb -shops; -shopped; 
-shop-ping [no obj] : to walk in front of stores and look at 
the products displayed in the windows without buying any¬ 
thing ■ I like to window-shop when I’m in the city. 

- window shopper noun, pi ~ -pers [count] - window¬ 
shopping noun [noncount] ■ We went window-shopping 
last weekend. 

win-dow-sill /‘windou,sil/ noun, pi -sills [count] : a narrow 
shelf that is attached to the bottom of a window — see pic¬ 
ture at WINDOW 

wind-pipe /'windipaip/ noun, pi -pipes [count] : the tube 
in your neck and chest that carries air into and out of your 
lungs : trachea * She got something stuck in her windpipe. 
wind-proof /'wind'pruif/ adj [more most ~] : not allow¬ 
ing wind to enter or move through ■ a windproof jacket 
Wind-screen /'wind^kriin/ noun, pi -screens [count] Brit 

m . WINDSHIELD 1 

windscreen wiper noun, pi ~ -ers [count] Brit: wind¬ 
shield WIPER 

wind-shield /'windji.ld/ noun, pi -shields [count] 

1 US: the window at the front of a car, truck, etc., that pro¬ 
tects the driver and passengers • The car had a damaged 
windshield. — called also (Brit) windscreen ; see picture at 

CAR 

2 : a piece of glass above the handlebars of a motorcycle that 
protects the rider 

windshield wiper noun, pi ~~ -ers [count] US : a long, 
thin piece of rubber on a metal frame that moves back and 
forth and pushes water, snow, etc., off the surface of a wind¬ 
shield — called also (Brit) windscreen wiper, see picture at 

CAR 

wind-SOCk /'wind^a.k/ noun, pi -socks [count] : a large 
fabric tube that is placed on a pole and used to show the di¬ 
rection of the wind 

Wind-Storm /*wind,sto3>m/ noun, pi -storms [count] : a 
storm that has very strong winds and usually very little rain 
or snow 

wind-surf /*wind,sa>f/ verb -surfs; -surfed; -surf-ing [no 

obj] : to ride along the surface of the water while standing on 


window 



casement, casement window 


picture window 
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a long, narrow board that has a sail attached • He windsurfed 
in Hawaii last summer. 

— wind*surf.er noun, pi -ers [count] ■ She is a talented 
windsurfer. [=sailboarder ] — wind-surf*ing /'wind.sa-firj/ 
noun [noncount] ■ We went windsurfing [=sailboarding] in 
Hawaii. 

Wind-SUrf-er /'wind.s&fay trademark — used for a long, 
narrow board that has a sail attached and that is used for 
windsurfing 

wind-swept /'windswept/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : exposed to strong winds ■ the treeless, windswept moun- 
taintops 

2 : made messy by the wind ■ windswept hair ■ The sailors 
looked windswept and tired. 

wind tunnel noun, pi ~ -nels [count] : a long, narrow 
room through which air is blown in order to test the effects 
of wind on an airplane, car, etc. 
wind turbine noun, pi ~ -bines [count] : a tall structure 
that has large blades attached to an engine and that is used to 
produce electricity — see picture at windmill 
1 Wind-Up /'waindjAp/ noun [singular] 

1 : the things that are done at the end of something (such as 
an event or process) : the final part of something • the wind¬ 
up of the negotiations 

2 baseball : the movements that a pitcher makes before the 
ball is thrown ■ He went into the/his windup , then threw the 
pitch. ■ a pitcher with an unusual windup 

3 wind-up Brit, informal : something done or said in usually 
a joking way to make someone annoyed or upset ■ Her 
brother’s act was just a wind-up to get her angry. 

— see also wind up at 2 wind 

2 windup adj, always used before a noun : having a motor that 
is given power when someone turns a handle ■ windup toys ■ 
She has an old windup record player in her attic. 

1 wind-ward /■windwa'd/ adj : located on the side that is fac¬ 
ing the direction that the wind is blowing from • The wind¬ 
ward side of the mountain was rocky and treeless. 

— compare leeward 

2 windward noun [noncount] : the side or direction that the 
wind is blowing from ■ sail to windward — compare lee¬ 
ward 

windy /'windi/ adj wind-i-er; -est 

1 : having a lot of wind ■ It’s a windy day. ■ It’s windy outside. 
■ a windy part of the country 

2 : using too many words ■ He gave a long, windy speech. ■ a 
windy politician 

1 wine /'wain/ noun, pi wines 

1 a : an alcoholic drink made from the juice of grapes 
[count] a dry/sweet wine [noncount] a glass/bottle of wine 

— see also blush wine, dessert wine, red wine, table 
wine, white wine b : an alcoholic drink made from 
plants or fruits other than grapes [noncount] cooking with 
rice wine [count] apple, blueberry, and other fruit wines 

2 [noncount] : a dark reddish-purple color 
2 wine verb wines; wined; winding 

wine and dine : to entertain (someone) at a restaurant with 
good food, wine, etc. ■ The company wined and dined the 
prospective clients. 

wine bar noun, pi ~ bars [count] : a bar that serves many 
different wines 

wine cellar noun , pi ~ -lars [count] : an underground 
room where wines are stored; also : a collection of wines 
that are stored in such a room ■ She has built up an impres¬ 
sive wine cellar over the years. 

wine list noun, pi ~ lists [count] : a list of wines that are 
available to be served at a restaurant 
wine-mak-er /'wain,meika>/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a per¬ 
son or company that makes wines ■ the biggest winemaker in 
Napa Valley 

— wine-mak-ing / l wain i meikii)/ adj ■ the winemaking re¬ 
gions of France [=the regions in France in which wine is 
made] 

win-ery /'wainsri/ noun, pi -er-ies [count] : a place where 
wine is made ■ We took a tour of the winery. 
wine Steward noun, pi ~ -ards [count] chiefly US : a wait¬ 
er in a restaurant who is in charge of serving wine — called 
also (Brit) wine waiter 

wine tasting noun, pi ~ -ings [count] : an event where 
people can taste and compare very small samples of wine • 
We went to a wine tasting . 

wine vinegar noun, pi ~ -gars [count, noncount] : a type 


of vinegar that is made from wine ■ red/white/rice wine vine¬ 
gar 

win-ey or winy /'waini/ adj win-i-er; -est : made with wine 
or having the flavor of wine ■ beef in a winey sauce 
1 winq /’wif]/ noun, pi wings 

1 [count] a : a part of an animal’s body that is used for fly¬ 
ing or gliding ■ a bird’s wing ■ bat/insect wings — see picture 
at bird b : the wing of a bird and especially a chicken eat¬ 
en as food — often plural ■ We ordered some wings. — see 
also BUFFALO WING 

2 [count] : one of usually two long, flat parts of an airplane 
that extend from the sides and make it possible for the air¬ 
plane to fly — see picture at airplane; see also water 
wings 

3 [count] : a particular section of a large building ■ In the li¬ 
brary’s north wing, you’ll find the current periodicals. ■ She 
works in the pediatric wing of the hospital. ■ The guest room 
is in the east wing. 

4 the wings : the areas on the sides of a stage where per¬ 
formers wait before going onto the stage ■ She was standing 
in the wings, waiting for her cue. — often used figuratively ■ 
The issue has been lurking/waiting in the wings [=it has been 
waiting to be dealt with] for several years. 

5 [count] a : a particular part of a large organization or 
group ■ The conservative wing of the party opposed the legis¬ 
lation. ■ the political wing of the organization b : a group of 
military airplanes ■ the 107th Fighter Wing 

6 [count] sports : a person who plays on the offense in a posi¬ 
tion that is towards the sides of the playing area in sports like 
hockey and soccer ■ The left/right wing passed the ball to the 
center. — called also winger 

7 [count] Brit : fender 1 

clip someone’s wings : to limit someone’s ability to do or 
say things ■ They clipped his wings by withholding funding 
for his projects. 

get your wings chiefly US, informal 1 : to officially be¬ 
come a pilot : to receive the license that allows you to fly 
an airplane, helicopter, etc. ■ The pilots all got their wings at 
the end of training. 2 : to gain experience in something ■ 
He got his wings as a volunteer by doing work in a soup 
kitchen. 

on a wing and a prayer informal: without much chance of 
success ■ She took the job on a wing and a prayer, 
on the wing : in flight ■ The birds were on the wing. [=were 
flying] 

spread your wings : to become more independent and 
confident: to try doing new things ■ He’s known as a com¬ 
ic actor, but he’s spreading his wings and trying a serious 
role in his new movie. ■ College gave her a chance to 
spread her wings. 

take (someone) under your wing : to help, teach, or take 
care of (someone who is younger or has less experience 
than you) ■ He took the rookie pitcher under his wing. ■ She 
took me under her wing and showed me how things were 
done. 

take wing : to begin to fly ■ The ducks took wing and flew 
away. — often used figuratively ■ Let your imagination 
take wing and explore the possibilities. 

— wing-like /'wnj.laik/ adj [more most ~] ■ an animal 
with winglike appendages 
2 wing verb wings; winged; wing-ing 

1 : to travel to a place by flying there [no obj] The team 
winged to Moscow for the finals. ■ winging across the country 
1+ obfl She winged her way to Paris [=she flew to Paris] for 
the weekend. 

2 [+ obj] US, informal : to throw (something) forcefully ■ She 
winged the ball over to first base. 

3 [+ obj] US, informal : to touch or hit (someone or some¬ 
thing) especially in the arm or wing while moving past 
: graze ■ The soldier was winged by a stray bullet. 

wing it informal : to do or try to do something without 
much practice or preparation ■ I hadn’t practiced the part, 
so I got up there and winged it. ■ We weren’t sure what we 
were doing. We were just winging it. 
wing-back chair /'wn^bsek-/ noun, pi ~ chairs [count] 

: WING CHAIR 

wing chair noun, pi ~ chairs [count ]: a comfortable chair 
that has a high back with pieces that extend forward at the 
sides 

wing collar noun, pi ~ -lar [count] chiefly Brit : a type of 
high, stiff shirt collar that has the top corners turned down 
and that is worn by a man on formal occasions 
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wing Commander noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a high- 
ranking officer in the British air force 
Winged /'wiqd/ adj : having wings ■ birds and other winged 
creatures 

wing-er /’wiqa/ noun, pi -ers [count] : ’wing 6 
wing-less /'wiqlas/ adj : having no wings • a wingless insect 
wing-man /'wigman/ noun, pi wing-men /-man/ [count] 
: a pilot or airplane that flies behind and outside the leader 
of a group of airplanes in order to provide support or protec¬ 
tion — often used figuratively ■ She was my wingman [=she 
helped me] on the project. 

wing mirror noun, pi ~~ -rors [count] Brit : side-view mir¬ 
ror 

wing nut noun, pi ~ nuts [count] : a piece of metal that has 
a hole in the center and two projecting parts and that you 
can screw onto a bolt by using your fingers 
wing-span /'wiijjspaen/ noun, pi -spans [count] : the dis¬ 
tance from the tip of one wing of a bird or airplane to the tip 
of the other wing ■ The hawk has a wingspan of about three 
feet. • a plane with a 200-foot wingspan 
wing-tip /'wig,tip/ noun, pi -tips [count] 

1 : the pointed end of a wing ■ a bird with a red head and 
black wingtips ■ The wingtip of the plane almost touched the 
ground. 

2 US : a type of usually leather shoe that is worn by a man 
and that has an extra piece of leather that covers the toe 
— see picture at SHOE 

1 wink /'wirjk/ noun, pi winks [count] 

1 : an act of closing and opening one eye very quickly often 
as a way of giving a secret signal or private message to some¬ 
one • Her win/c told me she was just kidding. ■ “I knew you 
could do it,” he said with a wink. ■ He told her that he was 
working late, then gave me a wink . [=winked at me] 

2 informal : a very short amount of time ■ It all disappeared 
in a wink. [=in an instant] ■ She said hello, and (as) quick as a 
wink [=instantly], she was gone. ■ I didn’t get a wink of sleep 
last night. = I didn’t sleep a wink last night. [=1 didn’t sleep at 
all last night] — see also forty winks 

tip (someone) the wink see *tip 
2 wink verb winks; winked; wink-ing 

1 a : to close and open one eye quickly as a signal to some¬ 
one ■ He winked and said that he understood. — often + at 
[no obj ] She winked at me as she asked what I was doing to¬ 
night. [+ obj] She winked an eye at me. b [no obj ]: to close 
and open your eyes quickly : blink ■ The puppy was wink¬ 
ing in the bright sun. 

2 [no obj] a : to shine in an unsteady way : twinkle ■ The 
stars winked in the night sky. b : to shine with a light that 
goes on and off : blink ■ The airplane’s landing lights 
winked on and off. 

wink at [phrasal verb] wink at (someone or something) : to 
pretend that you have not seen or noticed (something) 
: ignore ■ The city cops wink at the mayor’s parking vio¬ 
lations. — see also 2 wink 1 (above) 
win-kle /'wirjkal/ verb win-kles; win-kled; win-kling 
winkle out [phrasal verb] Brit 1 winkle out (something) or 
winkle (something) out of (someone) : to use a lot of effort 
to get (information) from a person ■ It was hard to winkle 
out the facts. ■ They winkled a confession out of him. 2 
winkle (someone or something) out of (something) : to re¬ 
move (someone or something) from (a place or position) 
by using a lot of effort ■ They were winkled out of their hid¬ 
ing places. 

win-na-ble /'winabal/ adi [more most ]: able to be won 

■ The game is no longer winnable. ■ We are fighting a winna- 
ble battle. 

win-ner /'wina 1 / noun, pi -ners [count] 

1 : someone or something that wins a contest, prize, etc. ■ 
The winners will receive their medals shortly. ■ the winners 
and losers of the court case ■ And the winner is... the blue 
team! ■ You are the grand prize winner ! [=the person who has 
won the grand prize] 

2 informal : a very good or successful person or thing ■ She’s 
a real winner. ■ That idea’s a winner. 

3 sports : the final goal, point, etc., that wins a game • With 
seconds left on the clock, she scored the winner. — often 
used in combination ■ She scored the game-winner. 

winner’s circle noun, pi ~~ circles [count] : an area where 
the winner of a game, contest, etc., receives his or her award 

■ The jockey and horse approached the winner’s circle. — 
sometimes used figuratively ■ Neither golfer has been in the 
winner’s circle [^neither golfer has won] for several years. 


win-ning /'winirj /adj 

1 always used before a noun : relating to or producing a win ■ 
the winning lottery ticket ■ She scored the winning goal. ■ The 
team is on a 12-game winning streak. [=it has won 12 games 
in a row] 

2 always used before a noun : successful at something ■ They 
were a winning marketing team. 

3 [more most ~]: pleasing or attractive to other people ■ a 
winning smile ■ Chocolate and mint is a winning combina¬ 
tion. 

- win-ning-ly /'wininli/ adv ■ He smiled winningty. 

Win-n ing-est /'wimrjast/ adi, always used before a noun, US 
: having the greatest number of wins : most successful ■ 
She’s the winningest coach in the conference. ■ the winningest 
team in our school’s history 

Winning post noun [singular] Brit : a post that marks the 
end of a race 

win-nings /*wimr)z/ noun [plural] : money that is won in a 
game or contest ■ The contestant’s winnings totaled $25,000. ■ 
Collect your winnings at the ticket booth, 
win-now /'winou/ verb -nows; -nowed; -now-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to remove (people or things that are less important, desir¬ 
able, etc.) from a larger group or list ■ The least qualified ap¬ 
plicants were winnowed out of the initial pool. : to make (a 
list of possible choices) smaller by removing the less desir¬ 
able choices ■ The list of candidates has been winnowed 
[-narrowed down, whittled down] to five. — often + down ■ 
He needs to winnow down his options. 

2 : to remove (the unwanted coverings of seeds) from grain 
by throwing the grain up in the air and letting the wind blow 
the unwanted parts away ■ Harvesters winnowed the chaff 
from the wheat. 

wino /'wamou/ noun, pi win-os [count] informal + disap¬ 
proving : a person who has no place to live and who is often 
drunk 

Win-Some /'wmsam/ adj [more —; most -] formal : cheer¬ 
ful, pleasant, and appealing ■ He had a winsome , boyish 
smile. 

-win-some-ly adv ■ a winsomely written story — win- 
some-ness noun [noncount] 

win-ter /'winta 1 / noun, pi -ters : the coldest season of the 
year that is after autumn and before spring [count] They 
spend winters in Florida. • We’re in for a cold winter this year, 
I hear. ■ She traveled there two winters ago. [noncount] in 
early/late winter ■ the last day of winter — often used before 
another noun ■ the winter months ■ a cold winter day ■ the 
company’s winter catalog ■ winter clothes/coats/gloves ■ win¬ 
ter storms/weather ■ the winter holidays ■ We went there dur¬ 
ing winter vacation. ■ winter wheat [=a type of wheat that is 
planted in autumn and not harvested until the following 
spring or summer] 

z winter verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing 

1 [no obj] : to spend the winter in a particular place ■ The 
birds will winter in the southern part of the country. ■ My 
family winters in Florida. 

2 [+ obj]: to care for or manage (animals) during the winter ■ 
The farm agreed to winter our horses for us. 

win-ter-ize /'winta^aiz/ verb -iz-es; -ized; -iz-ing [+ obj] 
US : to make (something) able to resist the effects of winter 
weather ■ They are winterizing their cars by adding antifreeze 
and putting on snow tires. 

winter sport noun, pi sports [count] : a sport (such as 
ice hockey or skiing) that takes place in the winter on ice or 
snow 

winter squash noun, pi ~ squash or ~ squashes 

[count, noncount] US : any one of several vegetables (such as 
acorn squashes and butternut squashes) that are grown until 
their shell and seeds are hard and that can be stored for sev¬ 
eral months — compare summer squash 
Win-ter-time/'wint^taim/ noun [noncount] : the season of 
winter ■ We enjoy skiing in the wintertime. 
win-try /'wintri/ also win-tery /'wintari/ adj win-tri-er; 
-est [also more most — ] 

1 : relating to, happening during, or typical of winter ■ dark, 
wintry days ■ a wintry mix of sleet and snow 

2 literary : not cheerful or friendly ■ She gave me a wintry 
welcome. 

win—win /'win'win/ adj, always used before a noun : provid¬ 
ing a good result for everyone involved ■ This is a win-win sit¬ 
uation/deal . 

winy variant spelling of winey 

1 wipe /'waip/ verb wipes; wiped; wip-ing [+ obj] 
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1 : to clean or dry (something) by using a towel, your hand, 
etc. • Would you wipe the dishes? ■ She wiped her eyes with a 
tissue. 

2 : to remove (something) by rubbing ■ Wipe your tears. ■ We 
were wiping the spots from the wine glasses. — often used 
figuratively ■ She has wiped [-erased] the entire conversation 
from her mind. [=she has forgotten the entire conversation] ■ 
The explosion wiped the island off the map. [=it completely 
destroyed the island] ■ Their enemies have vowed to wipe 
them off the face of the earth. [=to destroy them completely; 
to annihilate them] 

3 : to move (something) over a surface ■ He wiped his hand 
across his forehead. 

4 chiefly Brit : to completely remove recorded material from 
(a tape or disk) ■ You can wipe [=erase\ the tape/disk and use 
it again. 

wipe away [phrasal verb ] wipe (something) away or wipe 
away (something) : to remove (something) by rubbing ■ 
Wipe away grease with our all-purpose cleaner. ■ He wiped 
her tears away. — often used figuratively ■ You cannot 
simply wipe away the history of this country. 
wipe down [phrasal verb ] wipe (something) down or wipe 
down (something) : to clean (a surface) by rubbing it with 
a cloth ■ He wiped down the counters with a wet cloth. ■ I 
wiped the car down with a towel. 
wipe off [phrasal verb ] 1 wipe (someone or something) off 
or wipe off (someone or something) : to clean (someone or 
something) by using a towel, your hand, etc. ■ I wiped off 
the baby and took him out of the high chair. ■ She wiped 
the counters off. 2 wipe (something) off or wipe off (some¬ 
thing) : to remove (something) by rubbing • I wiped the 
food off the baby’s face. ■ She wiped off the oil from the 
counter. — often used figuratively in British English • 
More than a billion pounds have been wiped off share pric¬ 
es. [=the value of share prices has been reduced by more 
than a billion pounds] 

wipe out [phrasal verb ] 1 US, informal : to fall down vio¬ 
lently especially when riding a bicycle, surfing, skiing, etc. 
■ The cyclist wiped out coming around the curve. — see 
also wipeout 2 wipe (someone or something) out or 
wipe out (someone or something) : to kill or destroy 
(someone or something) completely ■ Drought wiped out 
our crops this year. ■ Doctors think they can wipe out the 
disease. ■ One bad investment could wipe out your life sav¬ 
ings. 3 wipe (someone) out : to make (someone) very 
tired ■ That game completely wiped me out. — see also 
WIPED OUT 

wipe (something) clean 1 : to clean (something) by wip¬ 
ing ■ I wiped the table clean. 2 : to completely remove 
something from (something) : to remove everything from 
(something) — usually used as (be) wiped clean ■ The com¬ 
puter’s hard drive has been wiped clean. * After the acci¬ 
dent, his memory of the day was wiped clean. [=he could 
not remember anything about the day] 
wipe that/the smile/smirk/grin off someone’s face infor¬ 
mal : to stop smiling or to make someone stop smiling or 
feeling happy ■ She couldn’t wipe the smile off her face. 
[=she couldn’t stop smiling] ■ He thinks he’s won, but if I 
get my hands on him. I’ll wipe that smile offhisface\ — of¬ 
ten used to tell someone in an angry way to stop smiling ■ 
Wipe that smile off your face\ This isn’t a joke! 
wipe the floor with informal : to beat or defeat (someone or 
something) completely ■ I thought I could beat him, but he 
wiped the floor with me. 

wipe the slate clean : to forget all the things that have hap¬ 
pened or been done and start doing something again : to 
start again from the very beginning * She wishes she could 
wipe the slate clean and start over in a different career. 
wipe up [phrasal verb] wipe (something) up or wipe up 
(something) : to use a cloth to remove (something) from a 
surface ■ Will you wipe up that spill? ■ I wiped the milk up 
off the floor. 

2 wipe noun, pi wipes [count] 

1 : a small, wet cloth that is used for cleaning ■ disposable 
wipes ■ baby wipes [=wipes used to clean babies] 

2 : an act of cleaning or drying something by using a towel, 
your hand, etc. ■ With a wipe, the spill was gone. ■ I gave the 
table a quick wipe. [=1 quickly wiped the table] 

Wiped /'waipt/ adj [more most ~] US, informal : extreme¬ 

ly tired : wiped out ■ After my workout, I was wiped. 
Wiped Out adj [more most ~] informal : extremely tired ■ 
I am completely wiped out. — see also wipe out at 'wipe 
wipe-OUt /'waip,aut/ noun, pi -outs [count] US : a sudden. 


violent fall by someone who is riding a bicycle, surfing, ski¬ 
ing, etc. ■ The surfer had a nasty wipeout. — see also wipe out 
at 'wipe 

wip-er /'waipa/ noun, pi -ers [count ]: windshield wiper 
1 wire /'waja/ noun, pi wires 

1 : a thin, flexible thread of metal [noncount] The flowers 
were bound together with thin wire. ■ copper/aluminum wire 

■ a wire rack/fence ■ wire brushes [count] There was a wire 
sticking out of the chair. — see also barbed wire, barb¬ 
wire, CHICKEN WIRE, HIGH WIRE, TRIPWIRE, UNDERWIRE 

2 [count]: a thread of metal that is covered with plastic, rub¬ 
ber, etc., and used to send or receive electricity or electrical 
signals ■ A telephone wire had fallen on the road during the 
storm. ■ A short black wire connects the computer’s monitor 
to its keyboard. ■ corroded wires — see also LIVE wire 

3 [singular] US : a small microphone that is worn under 
clothing in order to secretly record a conversation • The un¬ 
dercover officer wore a wire to her meeting with the drug 
dealer. 

4 chiefly US a [noncount] : a service that sends news stories 
from one central office to many newspapers, magazines, 
television stations, etc. - This story just came over the wire, 
[-wire service] b [count] : telegram ■ They just received a 
wire from their daughter. 

5 the wire US : a thin piece of string that the winner of a 
race breaks through at the end of the race ■ She was ahead 
by two seconds at the wire. ■ The marathon ended in a sprint 
to the wire by the two top runners. — often used figuratively 

■ Both candidates are prepared for a sprint to the wire as elec¬ 
tion day approaches. ■ The committee was undecided right 
up to the wire. [=until the very end] ■ We took them to the 
wire in last year’s championship. [=we forced them to com¬ 
pete very hard against us until the end of the game] ■ The 
election went/came (right) down to the wire. [=the election 
was not decided until the very end] 

get/have your wires crossed informal, of two people : to 
fail to understand each other : to be confused because 
each person has a different idea about what is happening 
or being said ■ We got our wires crossed for a minute 
there—I thought you were asking me something else. ■ We 
must have had our wires crossed, 
under the wire chiefly US : before something ends : at the 
end of the time when it is still possible to do something ■ 
Her application got/came in just under the wire. [=just in 
time] 

wire to wire chiefly US, sports : from the beginning of a race, 
game, etc., until the end ■ He led the race (from) wire to 
wire. — see also wire-to-wire 

— wire-like /'waja»laik/ adj [more most —] ■ the animal’s 
stiff, wirelike hairs 

2 wire verb wires; wired; wir-ing [+ obj] 

1 a : to provide (a building, room, etc.) with wires for a par¬ 
ticular service or for electricity • The house will be wired 
next week. ■ My room is wired for cable, b : to connect (a 
device) to another device by using wires ■ The microphone is 
wired to the speaker. ■ You can wire the generator to a car 
battery. — see also HOT-WIRE 

2 : to use wire to close or hold (something) ■ Her jaw was 
wired shut after the accident. 

3 a : to send (money) by using electronic methods ■ She 
wired the money home to Canada. ■ Can you wire me $300? 
b chiefly US, old-fashioned : to send a telegram to (someone) 

- When you get in to town, wire me. 

Wire Cutters noun [plural] : a tool that is used for cutting 
wire ■ a pair of wire cutters 

wired adj 

1 [more most ~] chiefly US, informal : very excited or full 
of nervous energy • No more caffeine for me. I’m pretty 
wired. ■ a group of wired teenagers ■ She’s a nice girl but she’s 
wired (a little) too tight/tightly. [=she’s too nervous or too en¬ 
ergetic] 

2 : connected to the Internet ■ a wired classroom 

3 — used to say that someone does or does not have a natu¬ 
ral tendency to behave in a certain way, to like something, 
etc. ■ I’m just not wired to like broccoli. ■ Everyone’s brain is 
wired differently. — see also hardwired 

Wire fraud noun [noncount] : the crime of stealing money 
by using computers, telephones, etc. ■ He was charged with 
wire fraud. 

Wire-haired /'waja'head/ adj, of animals : having an outer 
coat of hair that is very stiff like wire ■ wirehaired dogs 
1 Wire- less /'wajatos/ adj 
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1 : not using wires to send and receive electronic signals 
: sending and receiving electronic signals by using radio 
waves ■ The video game console comes with wireless control¬ 
lers. ■ a wireless microphone 

2 : of or relating to the use of radio waves to send and re¬ 
ceive electronic signals ■ The cafe offers free wireless Internet 
access. ■ wireless communications ■ ( US) I got a new cell 
phone from my wireless provider. [=from the company that 
provides me with cell phone service] 

2 wireless noun, pi -lessees [count] chiefly Brit, old-fashioned 
: 1 radio ■ She listened to the wireless every Monday night, 
wire service noun, pi ~ -vices [count] : a news organiza¬ 
tion that sends news stories to many newspapers, magazines, 
etc. ■ The story was reported by several wire services. 

1 wire*tap /'waja^tzep/ noun, pi -taps [count] 

1 : a device that allows someone to secretly listen to phone 
conversations : tap ■ Federal agents put a wiretap on his 
phone. 

2 : a conversation that has been recorded using a wiretap ■ 
Investigators listened to the wiretaps for clues about the sus¬ 
pect’s whereabouts. 

2 wiretap verb -taps; -tapped; -tap-ping [+ obj\ : to place a 
device on (someone’s phone) in order to secretly listen to 
telephone calls : tap ■ The FBI wiretapped his phone. 

— wire-tap*per /'waja^tzepa 1 / noun, pi -pers [count] ■ Wire- 
tappers bugged her phone. 

Wiretapping noun [noncount] : the act of secretly placing a 
microphone inside a telephone in order to hear and record 
private conversations ■ Wiretapping is illegal without a court 
order. — called also {Brit) phone tapping 
Wire—to—Wire adj, chiefly US, sports — used to describe a 
race, game, etc., in which someone leads from the beginning 
until the end ■ He achieved a wire-to-wire win/victory in last 
year’s race. ■ He was the wire-to-wire winner. — see also wire 
to wire at ‘wire 

Wire wool noun [noncount] Brit : steel wool 
Wiring noun [noncount] : the system of wires that carry elec¬ 
tricity in a particular place, device, etc. ■ All the wiring in the 
house needs to be replaced. ■ He fixed the radio’s wiring. 
wiry /'waj^ri/ adj wir-i-er /'wairija-/; -est [or more most 

H 

1 : very thin but strong and muscular ■ a man with long, wiry 
arms ■ She was lean and wiry from years of working out. 

2 : stiff like wire ■ He has dark, wiry hair. ■ the dog’s wiry 
coat/fur 

Wis. or Wise, abbr Wisconsin 
wiS«dom /'wizdam/ noun [noncount] 

1 a : knowledge that is gained by having many experiences 
in life ■ She has gained a lot of wisdom over the years, b 
: the natural ability to understand things that most other 
people cannot understand ■ a young person of great wisdom 
C : knowledge of what is proper or reasonable ■ He had the 
wisdom to stop before he said too much. : good sense or 
judgment ■ I fail to see the wisdom in doing that. 

2 : advice or information given to a person ■ folk/divine wis¬ 
dom • He shared a valuable bit of wisdom with his daughter. ■ 
These stories offer plenty of wisdom to readers. — see also 
CONVENTIONAL WISDOM 

in someone’s (infinite) wisdom — used in an ironic way to 
say that someone has made a foolish choice or decision • 
He decided, in his infinite wisdom , that it would be better 
to sell the house than to keep it. 
pearls of wisdom see pearl 

wisdom tooth noun, pi ~ teeth [count] : one of four large 
teeth in the back of your mouth that do not appear until you 
are an adult 

1 wise /'waiz/ adj wis*er; -est 

1 : having or showing wisdom or knowledge usually from 
learning or experiencing many things ■ a wise old woman ■ a 
wise saying • I’m a little wiser now than I was back then. 

— see also PENNY-WISE, STREETWISE 

2 : based on good reasoning or information : showing good 
sense or judgment ■ The wisest course of action would be to 
leave. ■ It was wise of you to ask permission first. = You were 
wise to ask permission first. • That was a wise choice. ■ Many 
have benefited from her wise counsel/advice. 

3 US, informal : saying things that are rude or insulting ■ 
Don’t you get wise [=smart, fresh] with me, young man! 

a word to the wise see ‘word 
crack wise see ‘crack 

none the wiser or not any the wiser 1 : not knowing or 
understanding anything more about something ■ The in¬ 


vestigation has been going on for months, and we’re still 
none the wiser about the true cause of the accident. [=we 
still don’t know anything more about the true cause] 2 
also never the wiser — used to describe someone who is 
not at all aware of something that has happened ■ I bor¬ 
rowed his car and returned it, and he was none the wiser. 
[=he did not know that I had borrowed his car] ■ We left 
early, and no one was any the wiser. [=no one noticed that 
we had left] 

wise in the ways of : having knowledge about or experi¬ 
ence with (someone or something) ■ Don’t worry. They’re 
wise in the ways of finances. ■ She is wise in the ways of the 
world. 

wise to informal : not fooled by (someone or something) ■ 
I’m wise to you. = I’m wise to what you’re doing. [=1 know 
what you’re doing; I know that you are trying to do some¬ 
thing dishonest] : aware of (something, especially some¬ 
thing dishonest) ■ When she got wise to [=became aware 
of] his scheme, she left. • He told me I’d better get wise to 
what was happening. ■ (chiefly US) Let me put/make you 
wise to [=tell you about] their plans. 

— wise-ly adv [more most ~] ■ The witness wisely refused 
to answer the question. ■ If you invest wisely , you can make 
a lot of money. ■ Try to choose your words more wisely. 

2 wise verb wis-es; wised; wishing 

wise up [phrasal verb] informal 1 : to become aware of 
what is really happening — often + to ■ They finally wised 
up to the fact that they were being cheated. 2 : to start to 
think and act in a more intelligent way ■ They could lose 
everything they have if they don’t wise up. [= smarten up] 
-Wise /,waiz/ combining form 

1 a : in the position or direction of ■ crosswise [=in a direc¬ 
tion that goes across something] ■ lengthwise b : in the 
manner of ■ moving crabwise [=moving like a crab] 

2 informal : with regard to : concerning ■ She has made 
some bad choices career-wise. [=she has made some bad 
choices about her career] ■ Style-wise, their music is very dif¬ 
ferent from mine. [=the style of their music is very different 
from mine] ■ Health-wise, I’m doing fine. [=my health is fine] 

wise*acre /'waiz^ika*/ noun, pi -acres [count] chiefly US, 
informal + old-fashioned : a person who says or does things 
that are funny but also annoying : smart-aleck ■ Quit be¬ 
ing such a wiseacre and help your mother. 
wise»ass /'waiz,*s/ noun, pi -ass«es [count] US, informal + 
impolite : a person who says things that are funny but also 
rude or offensive — usually singular • You’re such a wiseass. 
■ His wiseass comments got him thrown out of class. 
wise*crack /'waiz,kr£ek/ noun, pi -cracks [count] informal 
: a funny and smart comment or joke ■ Someone in the the¬ 
ater was making wisecracks during the entire movie. 

- wisecrack verb -cracks; -cracked; -crack-ing [no obj] 
• She’s always wisecracking [=(US) cracking wise] in class. ■ 
a wisecracking waitress ■ Quit your wisecracking. 

wise guy /'waiz.gai/ noun, pi ~ guys [count] informal 

1 chiefly US : a person who says or does things that are fun¬ 
ny but also annoying or somewhat rude ■ Quit being a wise 
guy. ■ No more wise-guy remarks, got it? 

2 usually wise-guy US : someone who is part of a secret or¬ 
ganized group of criminals : mobster ■ a movie about two 
wiseguys 

1 wish /*wi.r/ verb wish*es; wished; wishing 

1 [+ obj] : to want (something) to be true or to happen ■ I 
wish (that) you were here. ■ I only wish (that) I knew what 
was going on. ■ He was wishing (that) she would leave him 
alone. ■ I wish (that) you would be quiet and listen to me. 

2 [+ obj] formal : to want or ask to do (something) ■ You may 
use the telephone, if you wish. ■ You can do as you wish. 
[=you can do whatever you want to do] — often followed by 
to + verb ■ Ms. Jones wishes to see you. ■ I wish to speak with 
your supervisor. ■ He wished to be left alone. 

3 [+ obj] a : to want (someone) to be in a particular state ■ I 
wish him well. [=1 hope that good things happen to him] ■ She 
wished him dead. 1 I wish you no harm. [=1 don’t want to 
harm you; I don’t want you to be harmed] — see also well- 
wisher b : to say that you hope someone will have happi¬ 
ness, health, etc. ■ I wish you both much happiness. = I wish 
great happiness for you both. [=1 hope that you will both be 
very happy] ■ She wished them a happy New Year. ■ We wish 
you a Merry Christmas. ■ I wish you luck. [=1 hope you will 
have good luck] 

4 [no obj] a : to think about something that you want and 
hope that you will get it or that it will happen in some magi- 
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cal way : to make a wish ■ Children wished upon a star 
[=made a wish while looking at a star] in the hopes that their 
dreams would come true. — usually ■+■ for • She closed her 
eyes, wished for a pony, and blew out the candles on her 
birthday cake, b : to hope for something that usually can¬ 
not be had — + for ■ He wished for a second chance. ■ We all 
wish for world peace. ■ I couldn’t wish for a better friend than 
you. [=you are the best friend I could have] 

(be) careful what you wish for — used to tell people to 
think before they say that they want something and to sug¬ 
gest that they may not actually want it ■ You think having 
twins would be fun? Be careful what you wish for, you may 
just get it. 

I wish or don’t / wish informal — used to say that you want 
something to happen but that you know it will probably 
not happen ■ “Did he ask you to the dance?” “/ wishl’’ [=1 
wish he would ask me to the dance but he hasn’t] ■ “Will 
you be getting the job?” “ Don’t / wishV ’ 
wish away \phrasal verb] wish (something) away or wish 
away (something) : to cause (something) to stop or go 
away just by wanting it to stop or go away ■ You can’t just 
wish your problems away. 

wish on [phrasal verb\ wish (someone or something) on 
(someone) : to want (someone) to have or be affected by 
(someone or something bad or unpleasant) ■ 1 wouldn’t 
wish that terrible illness on anyone. (=1 wouldn’t want any¬ 
one to have that terrible illness] ■ 1 wouldn’t wish it on my 
worst enemy. ■ I wouldn’t wish that man on any woman. 
you wish or don’t you wish informal — used to tell people 
in a rude way that it is unlikely that they will get what they 
want ■ Give you a kiss? You wish. [=dream on] ■ You think 
she’s going to ask you out? Don’t you wish ! 

2 wish noun, pi wishes 

1 [count] : a desire for something to happen or be done : a 
feeling of wanting to do or have something ■ Please respect 
my wishes [=please do what I want you to do] and leave me 
alone. ■ It is my wish that my estate go to my granddaughter. 
[=1 want my estate to go to my granddaughter] ■ He has a 
wish to be reunited with his son. ■ She has expressed a wish to 
retire [=has said she wants to retire] within the next two 
years. ■ I have no wish [=1 do not want] to interfere in your 
plans. ■ It was her dying wish to see them married. [=it was 
the last thing she wanted before she died] ■ They did it 
against my wishes. [=they did it even though they knew that 

1 did not want them to do it] ■ They went against their par¬ 
ents’ wishes and got married. [=they got married even 
though they knew that their parents did not want them to] 
— see also death wish 

2 [count] : an act of thinking about something that you want 
and hoping that you will get it or that it will happen in some 
magical way ■ The genie will grant you three wishes. • Close 
your eyes and make a wish. [=wish for something] ■ I got my 
wish. - My wish came true. [=1 got what I wished for] 

3 wishes [plural] : good thoughts or feelings directed to¬ 
ward a person ■ Send her my good/best wishes. ■ Best wishesl 
pious wish see pious 

your wish is my command humorous — used to say that 
you will do what someone else wants you to do ■ “Could 
you put these dishes away for me?” “ Your wish is my com¬ 
mand." 

wish-bone /'wij^boun/ noun, pi -bones [count] : a bone 
that is at the front of a bird’s chest and that is shaped like a V 
*$■ When a chicken or turkey is eaten, its wishbone is tradi¬ 
tionally dried and held by two people who each make a wish 
and pull the bone apart. The person who gets the bigger 
piece of the bone is supposed to get his or her wish, 
wish’ful /'wijfal/ adj [more most ~] : showing a belief 
that something will happen or succeed even though it is not 
likely to happen or succeed • her wishful attempts to change 
her husband’s bad habits 

wishful thinking noun [noncount] : an attitude or belief 
that something you want to happen will happen even though 
it is not likely or possible ■ The idea that the enemy will im¬ 
mediately surrender is nothing more than wishful thinking. 
wishing well noun, pi ~ wells [count] : a well that people 
throw coins into while making a wish 
wish list noun, pi ■ — 1 lists [count] : a list of things that some¬ 
one would like to have ■ That book is on my wish list. 
wishy-washy /'wiji.waiji/ adj -wash-i*er; -est [also 
more most ~J disapproving : not having or showing strong 
ideas or beliefs about something : weak and not able or not 


willing to act ■ He gave me some wishy-washy answer. ■ 
wishy-washy politicians 
wisp /'wisp/ noun, pi wisps [count] 

1 : a thin streak of smoke, mist, etc. ■ Wisps of steam rose up 
from the teapot. ■ a wisp of smoke 

2 : a thin thread or strand of something (such as hair) ■ A 
few wisps (of hair) framed the sides of her face. ■ Wisps of 
cotton candy clung to his mouth. 

3 : a small amount of something ■ By the morning, there was 
just a wisp [=bit] of snow left on the ground. ■ There was a 
wisp of a smile [=a very slight smile] on her lips. 

4 : a small and thin person ■ I met her when she was just a 
wisp of a girl. [=a thin young girl] 

— see also will-o’-the-wisp 
wispy /Svispi/ adj wisp-i-er: -est 

1 : very thin and light ■ high wispy clouds ■ She wore a dress 
made from some wispy material. 

2 of hair : not thick or full ■ soft wispy bangs ■ He had the 
wispy beginnings of a beard. 

3 of a voice : very soft and quiet ■ a high, wispy voice 
wis*te«ria /wi'stirija/ noun, pi -rias [count, noncount] : a 

plant that grows as a thick vine with large bunches of purple 
or white flowers 

wist«ful /'wistfal/ adj [more most ~] : having or showing 
sad thoughts and feelings about something that you want to 
have or do and especially about something that made you 
happy in the past ■ She was wistful for a moment, then asked, 
“Do you remember the old playground?” ■ He had a wistful 
look on his face. 

— wisMuMy adv ■ He gazed at her wistfully. — wist»ful- 
ness noun [noncount] 

wit /*wit/ noun, pi wits 

1 [noncount] : an ability to say or write things that are clever 
and usually funny ■ She is full of wit and vivacity. ■ His latest 
book doesn’t have the same wit as his earlier books. • The 
book is a collection of his wit and wisdom. 

2 [count] : a person who is known for making clever and 
funny remarks ■ She was a famous writer and wit. — see also 
HALF-WIT, NITWIT 

3 a wits [plural] : the ability to think or reason ■ She’s got 
the wits [intelligence] to make it work. ■ He learned to live 
by his wits. [=to survive by doing clever and sometimes dis¬ 
honest things] ■ She can keep her wits about her [=remain 
calm and able to think clearly] in a crisis. ■ He needed a mo¬ 
ment to gather/collect his wits [=to become calm and able to 
think clearly] after the collision. ■ ( chiefly US) The chess 
champion will match wits [= compete] with a computer. = 
( chiefly Brit ) He will pit his wits against a computer. — see 
also battle of wits at Battle b the wit : the ability to make 
good decisions ■ She had the wit [=the good sense] to leave 
before the situation got any worse. 

at (your) wit’s end ( chiefly US) or at (your) wits’ end : not 
able to continue thinking or trying to solve a problem : up¬ 
set and unable to think of what needs to be done ■ I’ve 
spent six hours trying to fix my computer, but now I’m at 
my wit’s end. ■ She’s at her wit’s end trying to keep her 
brother out of trouble. 

out of your wits informal — used for emphasis with verbs 
like scare and frighten • I was scared out of my witsl [=1 was 
very scared; I was so scared that I couldn’t think clearly] 
to wit formal — used before stating the specific thing or ex¬ 
ample being discussed ■ This can only mean two things, to 
wit : that he lied, or that he is wrong, 
witch / % wdS/ noun, pi witch*es [count] 

1 : a woman who is thought to have magic powers 

2 : a person who practices magic as part of a religion (such 
as Wicca) ■ an herbalist and self-proclaimed witch 

3 informal: a very unpleasant woman ■ Her mother-in-law is 
a bitter old witch. 

— witchy /'witfi/ adj witch-i»er; -est ■ She gave a witchy 
cackle. ■ His mother is a nasty, witchy old woman. 

witch«craft /'witf,kr£eft, Brit 'witf,kra:ft/ noun [noncount] 
: magical things that are done by witches : the use of magi¬ 
cal powers obtained especially from evil spirits ■ The villag¬ 
ers blamed their problems on witchcraft. [=sorcery] 
witch doctor noun, pi ~ -tors [count] : a person in some 
cultures who is believed to have magic powers and to be able 
to cure illness and fight off evil spirits, curses, etc. 
witches’ brew or witch’s brew noun, pi ~ brews 
[count] : a mixture of dangerous or unpleasant things ■ a 
witches' brew of hate and lies 

witch hazel noun [noncount] : a lotion that is made from 
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the bark of a plant and that is used to heal the skin 
witch hunt noun, pi ~ hunts [count] disapproving : the act 
of unfairly looking for and punishing people who are ac¬ 
cused of having opinions that are believed to be dangerous 
or evil ■ He claimed that he was the victim of a congress¬ 
ional witch hunt against people who opposed the war. 
witching hour noun 

the witching hour 1 : the time late at night when the pow¬ 
ers of a witch, magician, etc., are believed to be strongest 
2 : midnight ■ We arrived home shortly before the witch¬ 
ing hour. 

With /'wiO, 'wi5/ prep 

1 — used to say that people or things are together in one 
place ■ Do you have your books with you? ■ I left the money 
in the car (along) with my keys. ■ The children are home with 
their father. ■ The doctor will be with you shortly. [=the doc¬ 
tor will come to see you soon] ■ We barely escaped with our 
lives. [=we almost died while trying to escape] 

2 — used to say that two or more people or things are doing 
something together or are involved in something ■ He went 
to the store with her. ■ Do you want to come with us? ■ I need 
to speak with you for a moment. ■ She was talking with a 
friend on the phone. ■ They usually study with me after class. 

■ He works with his mother at the restaurant. ■ We are in 
competition for customers with a lot of other companies. 

3 : having (a particular characteristic, possession, etc.) ■ a 
boy with green eyes [=a boy who has green eyes] ■ She's the 
one with (the) long hair and sunglasses. ■ He wants to marry 
someone with a lot of money. ■ You will be competing against 
people with more experience than you. ■ people with pets ■ 
She taught a class with [=that had] 20 students in it. ■ They 
graduated from college with honors. 

4 : using (something specified) ■ She opened the door with 
her key. ■ He broke the window with a rock. ■ She walks with 
(the help of) a cane. ■ The sauce is made with milk and 
cheese. ■ He welcomed each of his guests with a handshake. ■ 
He entertained the crowd with a few jokes. ■ She ended her 
speech with a quote from Shakespeare. ■ With one kiss, the 
princess awoke and the spell was broken. ■ “ With this ring, I 
thee wed.” 

5 — used to refer to the feeling, thought, quality, etc., that 
someone has or experiences when doing something ■ Please 
accept this gift with our thanks. ■ He spoke about his daugh¬ 
ter with great pride. [=he spoke about his daughter very 
proudly] ■ She supports the idea, with reservations. [=she sup¬ 
ports the idea but she has some concerns about it] ■ They ac¬ 
cepted the offer with certain conditions. • You acted with 
great courage and skill. ■ They did it with no difficulty at all. 
[-they did it very easily] 

6 — used to indicate the cause of something ■ His face was 
wet with [=because of] tears. ■ She was red with embarrass¬ 
ment. ■ They all wept with sorrow at the news of his death. ■ 
He was sick with the flu for a week. 

7 — used to say that something fills something, covers some¬ 
thing, etc. ■ The garage is filled with junk. 

8 — used to indicate a related fact or situation • He stood 
there with [ ^holding ] his hat in his hand. ■ It’s hard to concen¬ 
trate on my homework with the television on. [=while the 
television is on] ■ Our products have been designed with you 
in mind. [=especially for you] ■ They made it there with no 
time to spare. ■ The coach called time out with [=when there 
were] 10 seconds left on the clock. ■ With her on our team, 
there’s no way we can lose. ■ With friends like that [=when 
you have such bad friends], who needs enemies? 

9 — used to indicate the specific thing or person that is be¬ 
ing referred to ■ Please be careful with those boxes. [=please 
handle those boxes carefully] ■ They are on friendly terms 
with their neighbors. ■ He’s great with children. [=children 
like him and behave well for him] • I'm not very good with 
computers. [=1 am not able to use computers well] ■ She no 
longer has any influence with [-on, over] them. 

10 — used to say that someone has a relationship with a per¬ 
son, organization, etc. ■ He has been with the same woman 
for 35 years. ■ I plan to be with [=1 plan to work for] the com¬ 
pany until I retire. 

11 — used to say that someone or something is the object of 
attention, behavior, or a feeling ■ I’m in love with you. ■ She is 
very angry with them. ■ He seems to be quite happy with his 
new job. ■ Were you satisfied with the way things turned out? 

■ I don’t want to get tough with you, but you have to learn to 
obey your mother. ■ What’s going on with Jim? = What’s hap¬ 
pening with Jim? 

12 : in the performance, condition, behavior, or quality of 


(something or someone) ■ What’s the problem with your car? 
■ The trouble with this computer is that it is too slow. • Is 
there a problem with your meal? ■ The doctors are trying to 
figure out what is wrong with him. ■ What’s the matter with 
you? Are you upset about something? ■ 0 informal) What’s 
with her? [=why is she acting so strangely?] 

13 : in opposition to or against (someone) ■ The boys were 
fighting/arguing with each other. ■ We had a disagreement 
with our neighbors over the height of the new fence. 

14 : so as to be separated from (someone or something) ■ 
She broke (ties) with her friends [=she no longer sees or talks 
to her friends] because of the incident. ■ They were my favor¬ 
ite books, and I hated to part with them. 

15 a — used to say that you agree with or understand some¬ 
one ■ ‘‘Do you see why I feel this way?” “Oh yes, I’m with you 
completely.” ■ Are you still with me? [=are you still listening 
to me and understanding what I am saying?] b : supporting 
the beliefs or goals of (someone) : on the side of (someone) ■ 
If he’s for helping the poor, I’m with him all the way! ■ You’re 
either with [=for] us or against us. ■ Let’s do it. Are you with 
me? 

16 : in the opinion or judgment of (someone) ■ It’s fine with 
[=by] us if you want to come, too. ■ That’s okay with me. 

17 : according to the experience or behavior of (someone) ■ 
It became a habit with them [=it became their habit] to read 
before going to bed. ■ As with many of her generation, she 
had lost interest in politics. ■ Promises are sacred with [ -for] 
him. ■ With him, a promise is a promise. 

18 : as successfully as (someone) ■ He can ski with the best 
of them. [=he can ski as well as the best skiers] 

19 — used to say that things happen at the same time ■ The 
birds returned with the arrival of spring. ■ The book fell to 
the floor with a loud bang. ■ All of their games begin with the 
singing of the national anthem. 

20 : in a way that changes according to (something) ■ The 
pressure varies with the depth. ■ Her health should improve 
with time. ■ The excitement grows with each passing day. 
[=there is more excitement each day] 

21 : in the same direction as (something) ■ Sand the wood 
with the grain, not against it. ■ We were sailing with the wind. 

22 — used to say that someone or something is included in a 
total number or amount ■ With [= including ] my husband and 
me, there were 12 people at the party. • It costs $10.35 with 
tax. 

23 : in spite of (something) ■ It’s hard to believe that, with all 
her talent and hard work, she still didn’t win the competi¬ 
tion. ■ They love the team, with all its faults. 

24 — used to indicate the object of an adverb in a type of 
command ■ Off with his head! [=cut off his head] ■ Away with 
her. [=take her away from here] ■ Down with injustice! 
what with see 3 what 

with it informal 1 : in a state in which you are thinking 
clearly and aware of what is happening ■ I had just woken 
up and wasn’t quite with it yet. ■ Come on, now. Get with it. 
2 : knowing a lot about current styles, ideas, or events ■ 
You have to be pretty with it if you want to talk to them 
about politics. 

with that: immediately after doing or saying that ■ She said 
goodbye and closed the door behind her. And with that , 
she was gone. 

withdraw /wiS'drai, wiO'dra:/ verb -draws; -drew 
/-'dru:/; -drawn /-'drain/; -drawing 

1 [+ obj] : to remove (money) from a bank account • She 
withdrew $200 from her checking account. 

2 [+ obj] : to take (something) back so that it is no longer 
available ■ The pills were withdrawn [= recalled] from the 
market because they were unsafe. 

3 [+ obj] formal: to take back (something that is spoken, of¬ 
fered, etc.) ■ The company withdrew [= retracted] the job of¬ 
fer. ■ The prosecutor withdrew her question to the witness. ■ 
They have withdrawn the charges. ■ withdraw support for a 
candidate 

4 [no obj] : to stop participating in something ■ Students can 
withdraw from a class anytime until the last week of the se¬ 
mester. ■ The injury forced him to withdraw from [=drop out 
of] the tournament. 

5 a of soldiers : to leave an area [no obj] The troops were 
forced to withdraw. ■ They withdrew from the battlefield. [+ 
obj The troops were withdrawn [-pulled back] from the front 
line, b [no obj] somewhat formal + old-fashioned : to leave a 
room, area, etc., and go to another place — + to • He retired 
and withdrew [-moved] to the country. ■ After dinner, we 
withdrew to the library. 
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6 [no obj ] : to stop spending time with other people : to 
spend more time alone and gradually stop talking to other 
people — often +from or into ■ She withdrew from other peo¬ 
ple as she grew older. ■ He withdrew into himself after his 
brother’s death. — see also withdrawn 

7 [+ obj\ : to take (something) back, away, or out ■ He with¬ 
drew [=removed\ his hand from the doorknob. 

with«draw*al /wiiVdrcual, wiG'drcral/ noun, pi -als 

1 [count\ a : an act of moving something away or taking 
something away * The general authorized the withdrawal of 
troops from the fields. ■ a withdrawal of support b : an act 
of ending your involvement in something ■ He announced 
his withdrawal from the campaign. [=announced that he 
would no longer be involved in the campaign] 

2 : the act of taking money out of a bank account [count] a 
withdrawal of $3,000 ■ She made a withdrawal from her 
checking/savings account, [noncount] The bank charges 
you for the premature withdrawal of funds. [=for taking out 
money before you are supposed to] — opposite deposit 

3 [noncount] a : the act or process of stopping the use of an 
addictive drug ■ He underwent rehab to help him through his 
withdrawal from heroin, b : the physical and mental prob¬ 
lems that occur for a period of time after a person stops us¬ 
ing an addictive drug ■ She experienced symptoms of nico¬ 
tine withdrawal after she quit smoking. 

withdrawn /wiS'drain, wiGMrain/ adf [more most ~] 
: very quiet and usually shy : not talking much to other peo¬ 
ple ■ He became more withdrawn after his brother’s death. ■ 
She was withdrawn as a child but is now more outgoing. 

with-er /'wida 1 / verb -ers; -ered; -er*ing [no obj ] of a plant 
: to become dry and weak ■ The plants withered and died. — 
often used figuratively • The economy has withered. [=has 
become weaker] — often + away • Our hopes have withered 
away. [=died away] 

Withered adj [more —; most ~] 

1 of d plant : dry and weak ■ withered leaves 

2 : thin and wrinkled because of illness, old age, etc. ■ an old 
man with a withered face 

With*er*ing AviSani]/ adj [more most ~] : very harsh, 
severe, or damaging ■ The book has been the subject of with¬ 
ering criticism. ■ She gave me a withering look. 

with-ers /'wiitoz/ noun [plural] : the ridge between the 
shoulder bones of a horse ■ The horse stands six feet high at 
the withers. — see picture at horse 

with-hold /wiG'hould, wiO'hould/ verb -holds; -held 
/-'held/; -holding [+ obj ] 

1 : to hold (something) back • You can withhold the fee until 
the work is complete. [=you can wait to pay the fee until af¬ 
ter the work is complete] ■ His letter was published in the 
newspaper but he asked that his name be withheld. [=that his 
name not be printed] 

2 : to refuse to provide (something) ■ She was accused of 
withholding evidence. 

3 US : to take out (an amount of money for taxes) from 
someone’s income • She has $20 withheld from her paycheck 
every week. 

withholding tax noun, pi ~ taxes [count] US : money 
that is taken from a person’s pay and given directly to the 
government as income tax — called also (Brit) PAYE 
1 Wjth«in /wi'Qin, wi'Gin/ prep 

1 a : inside (a certain area or space) ■ They live within the 
city limits. ■ within the country’s borders ■ The company’s 
most important decisions are made within these four walls. 
[=inside this room] ■ We could hear sounds coming from 
within his apartment, b : inside (a group, company, society, 
etc.) ■ Reports from within the company indicate a change in 
policy. ■ Divisions within the party ^disagreements between 
members of the party] are growing. 

2 : before the end of (a particular period of time) ■ Most stu¬ 
dents find a job within a year of graduating. ■ Scientists pre¬ 
dict that a cure will be found within (the next) five years. ■ 
She made several friends within days of moving into her new 
apartment. ■ He entered the house, and within seconds, he 
was surrounded by children. ■ We should know the results of 
your test within the space of an hour. [=in an hour or less] 

3 : less than (a particular distance) from something or some¬ 
one ■ Everything I need is within a few miles of my apart¬ 
ment. ■ The school is within walking distance (of our house). 
■ Everything is within easy reach, [-nearby] • I keep my dic¬ 
tionary within reach [=close enough to reach] on my desk. ■ 
The hotel is within sight of the ocean. [=you can see the 
ocean from the hotel] 


4 : not beyond the limits of (something) ■ They encourage 
living within your means/income and not using credit cards 
excessively. • Let’s try to stay within our/the budget. ■ It is 
within the jurisdiction of the state to make such laws. ■ Their 
actions fell within the guidelines [=they were acceptable ac¬ 
cording to the rules] set by the committee. • It is within the 
realm of possibility [=it is possible], but it is not likely. 

5 — used to say how close someone is or was to doing or 
achieving something ■ She is currently within two hundred 
votes of being elected. ■ Twice this season, they have come 
within five points of winning. [=they have lost by five or few¬ 
er points] 

6 : in the thoughts or character of (someone) ■ She searched 
within herself for the truth. ■ The problem lies not with other 
people but within yourself. [=you are the problem] 

2 Wlthin adv, formal 

1 : inside something ■ We could hear sounds coming from 
within. ■ The sign on the door says “Help Wanted: Inquire 
Within. ” 

2 : in someone’s inner thoughts, feelings, etc. ■ We all try to 
appear strong and attempt to hide the scared little child with¬ 
in. ■ They were outwardly calm but nervous within. ■ The 
truth lies within. 

1 with‘OUt /wi'Saut, wi'Gaut/ prep 

^ : not having or including (something) ■ Do you take your 
coffee with or without sugar? ■ Don’t leave home without 
your wallet. ■ Without water, there would be no life on Earth. 
• a world without war ■ They were without electricity [=they 
did not have electricity] for a week after the storm. ■ She’s 
the one without the hat. [=the one who is not wearing a hat] ■ 

1 can’t imagine life without a car. ■ They fought without fear. 
[=they were not afraid when they fought] ■ They managed to 
finish it without (experiencing) any difficulty. ■ She survived 
the accident without serious injury. [=she was not seriously 
injured] ■ It happened suddenly and without warning. • He 
disappeared without a trace. [=there was no trace of him af¬ 
ter he disappeared] ■ We kept trying without success. [=we 
kept trying but we did not succeed] ■ The prisoner will be 
held without bail until his trial. ■ Applicants are considered 
without regard for age, race, religion, or sex. [=an applicant’s 
age, race, religion, or sex are not important] 

2 — used to say that someone is not with or is not involved 
with another person or group ■ He went to the store without 
her. ■ Please don’t make a decision without me. ■ I couldn’t 
have done it without you. = I couldn’t have done it without 
your help. ■ We would have lost that game without her. 

3 : not using (something specified) • These cookies are made 
without flour. ■ Try doing the math without a calculator. ■ I 
can’t see you without my glasses. 

4 : not doing something specified ■ They left without (even) 
saying goodbye. [=when they left they did not say goodbye] ■ 
Without realizing it, he told them his secret. ■ Without wish¬ 
ing to [=although I do not wish to] speak ill of the dead, he 
wasn’t a very nice person. ■ Even without studying, she an¬ 
swered all of the questions correctly. • I can concentrate bet¬ 
ter without (having) the television on. 

2 with0Ut adv : not having something ■ Do you take your cof¬ 
fee with sugar or without ? 
do without see 'do 
go without see "go 

withstand /wiG'staend, wiQ'staend/ verb -stands; -stood 
/-'stud/; -standing [+ obj] 

1 : to not be harmed or affected by (something) ■ cookware 
that can withstand high temperatures ■ I couldn’t withstand 
the rigors of army life. 

2 : to deal with (something, such as an attack or criticism) 
successfully ■ They withstood attacks from many critics. 

wiMess /*witl3s/ adf [more most ~] 

1 : very foolish or stupid • He committed a witless blunder. ■ 
a witless fool 

2 not used before a noun, informal : very much : very badly 

— used for emphasis ■ We were bored witless. [=we were ex¬ 
tremely bored] ■ The ghost story had me scared witless. [=1 
was very scared] 

- wit-less-ly adv - wit-less-ness noun [noncount] 

1 Wjt»ness /'wrings/ noun, pi -ness-es 

1 [count] a : a person who sees something (such as a crime) 
happen ■ a murder witness — often + to ■ He was a witness to 
a robbery. — see also eyewitness b law : a person who 
makes a statement in a court about what he or she knows or 
has seen ■ The defense/prosecution called its first witness to 
the stand. ■ a witness for the defense/prosecution ■ a charac- 
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ter witness [=a person who can say whether someone is hon¬ 
est, has a good character, etc.] 

2 [count] : a person who is present at an event (such as a 
wedding) and can say that it happened ■ His aunt and uncle 
were witnesses at his baptism. ■ There must be two witnesses 
present when she signs the document. 

3 [noncount] US : a statement of a person's religious beliefs ■ 
They gave witness to their faith. I=declared their belief in a 
god or religion] 

bear witness 1 : to show that something exists or is true 
— + to ■ His success bears witness to the value of hard 
work. ■ Rising ticket sales bear witness to the band’s popu¬ 
larity. [=show that the band is popular] 2 formal : to 
make a statement saying that you saw or know something ■ 
She was accused of bearing false witness, [^saying that she 
saw something that she did not really see] 
be witness to : to see (something) happen ■ We have been 
witness to many changes in recent years. [=we have seen 
many changes in recent years] 

2 witness verb -nesses; -nessed; -ness-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to see (something) happen ■ Several people wit¬ 
nessed the accident. ■ We are witnessing a historic moment. 

2 [+ obj] law : to be present at (an event) in order to be able 
to say that it happened : to act as a legal witness of (some¬ 
thing) ■ He witnessed the signing of her will. 

3 [+ obj] : to be the time or place when (something) happens 
■ The past decade has witnessed many new advances in med¬ 
ical research. [=many new advances have occurred in the 
past decade] ■ The industry is witnessing a gradual decline in 
sales. [=sales are declining in the industry] 

4 [+ obj] — used to say that something is an example of or is 
proof of something ■ The economy is improving— witness the 
decrease in unemployment. [=the decrease in unemploy¬ 
ment shows that the economy is improving! 

5 [no obj] US : to make a public statement about your reli¬ 
gious beliefs • a chance to witness for the Lord ■ speakers wit¬ 
nessing to their faith [^stating what they believe] 

as witnessed by: as shown by ■ The event was a success, as 
witnessed by the high turnout. [=the high turnout shows 
that the event was a success] 

witness Stand noun, pi ~ stands [count] US: the place in 
a court of law where a witness answers questions and prom¬ 
ises to tell the truth : the place where a witness testifies in 
court — called also the stand, (Brit) witness box 
wit-ter /'wiW verb -ters; -tered; -ter-ing [no obj] Brit, in¬ 
formal : to talk for a long time about something that is not 
important or interesting — often + on ■ She wittered on 
[-prattled on] about her health problems, 
wit-ti-cism /'wit3,siz3m/ noun, pi -cisms [count] : a clever 
or funny remark • a collection of famous witticisms 
wit-ting-ly /'witigli/ adv : with knowledge or awareness of 
what you are doing ■ I wasn’t wittingly [= consciously ] trying 
to hurt your feelings. ■ Some parents, wittingly or not 
[=whether they mean to or not], don’t spend enough time 
with their children. ■ Wittingly or unwittingly [=knowingly or 
unknowingly], she hurt my feelings again, 
wit-ty /'witi/ adj wit-tl-er; -est : funny and clever" a witty 
talk show host ■ a witty remark 

— wit-ti-ly /'witsli/ adv ■ Her novel wittily portrays life in a 
small town. - wlt-ti-ness Avitinss/ noun [noncount] 
wives plural of wife 

wiz /'wiz/ noun, pi wiz-zes [count] US, informal : wizard ■ 
She’s a spelling wiz. [=she’s very good at spelling] 
wiz-ard /'wiza'd/ noun, pi -ards [count] 

1 : a person who is skilled in magic or who has magical pow¬ 
ers : a sorcerer or magician 

2 : a person who is very good at something ■ He is a wizard at 
math. ■ a math wizard 

wiz-ard-ry /'wiz^dri/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the magical things done by a wizard : SORCERY ■ Ihe 
Lord of the Rings is a story of monsters, heroes, and wizardry. 

2 : something that is very impressive in a way that seems 
magical ■ the wizardry of modem technology ■ She demon¬ 
strated her wizardry [=great skill] on the tennis court. 

wiz-ened /'wizsnd/ adj [more most ~]: dry and wrinkled 
usually because of old age • the old man’s wizened face 
wk abbr week 
Wkly abbr weekly 

WMD abbr weapons of mass destruction 
w/o abbr without 

wob*ble /'waibsl/ verb wob-bles; wob-bled; wob-bling 

[no obj] 


1 : to move with an unsteady sid»-to-side motion ■ The vase 
wobbled but didn’t fall over. ■ The boy was wobbling along on 
his bicycle. ■ The table wobbles a little. 

2 ; to be or become unsteady or unsure ■ They have been 
wobbling in their support of the president’s policies. 

— wobble noun [singular] ■ The table has a slight wobble. 

1 wob-bly /'waibsli/ adj wob-bli-er; -est [more most ~] 

1 : moving from side to side in an unsteady way ■ The railing 
is wobbly. ■ wobbly [=shaky] legs 

2 : not strong or steady ■ He replied in a wobbly [ =shaky ] 
voice. ■ a wobbly [= unstable 1 housing market 

2 WObbly noun 

throws wobbly Brit, informal : to become very angry or up¬ 
set ■ He threw a wobbly [=threw a fit] when he found out his 
flight was delayed. 

wodge /'wa:cfe/ noun, pi wodg-es [count] Brit, informal : a 
large piece of something : a large amount of something — + 
of* a wodge of cheese ■ a wodge of cash 
woe /'woo/ noun, pi woes 

1 [noncount] : a feeling of great pain or sadness ■ She listened 
to his tale of woe [=his sad story! 

2 woes [plural] : problems or troubles ■ She may have found 
a remedy to her financial woes. [=her problems with money] 
■ The city’s traffic woes are well-known. 

woe is me — used in a humorous way to say that you are 
sad or upset about something • Oh, woe is me\ 
woe to or woe betide old-fashioned — used as a warning 
that there will be trouble if someone does something spec¬ 
ified ■ Woe betide anyone who enters here! [=anyone who 
enters here will be harmed] ■ Woe to any student who is late 
for her class. [=any student who is late for her class will be 
in trouble] 

WOe*be*gone /'woubi,ga:n/ adj [more most ~]: looking 
or feeling very sad ■ His face had a woebegone expression. ■ a 
woebegone town 

woe-ful /'woufsl/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : full of woe : very sad ■ a woeful story > The puppy had 
woeful eyes. 

2 : very bad ■ The student’s grades were woeful. ■ He was a 
woeful [-pitiful] excuse for a father. 

— woe-fuMy adv ■ The teachers are woefully underpaid. 
WOk /'wa:k/ noun, pi woks [count] : a pan that is shaped like 

a bowl and that is used especially for cooking Chinese food 
woke past tense and past participle of 'wake 
woken past participle of 'wake 

WOld /'would/ noun, pi wolds [count] Brit : an area of hilly 
land in the country — usually used in names ■ Yorkshire 
Wolds 

1 wolf /'wulf/ noun, pi wolves 

/'wulvz/ [count] : a large wild 
animal that is similar to a 
dog and that often hunts in 
groups ■ a pack of wolves 

— compare coyote, jack¬ 
al; see also lone wolf, 

WEREWOLF 

a wolf in sheep’s clothing 

: a person who appears to 
be friendly or helpful but 
who really is dangerous or 
dishonest ■ He turned out 
to be a wolf in sheep’s cloth¬ 
ing. 

cry wolf see ‘cry 
keep the wolf from the 
door informal : to have or 
earn enough money to af¬ 
ford things (such as food and clothing) that you need to 
live ■ They make just enough to keep the wolf from the door, 
throw someone to the wolves : to put someone in a posi¬ 
tion that allows them to be criticized or treated badly with¬ 
out any defense or protection ■ He threw his partner to the 
wolves by exposing his involvement in the scandal. 

— wolf-ish /'wulfi// adj [more —; most —] ■ The boy wore a 
wolfish grin. 

2 WO If verb wolfs; wolfed; wolf-ing [+ obj] : to eat (some- 

thing) very quickly ■ The kids were wolfing [=devouring] their 
food. — usually + down ■ She wolfed down her breakfast. 
WOlMlOUnd /'wulf,haund/ noun, pi -hounds [count] : a 
type of large dog that was used for hunting wolves and other 
large animals in the past 

wolf whistle noun, pi whistles [count] : a loud whistle 




wolverine ■ wonky 
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made by men to indicate that a woman is attractive ^ Some 
people consider wolf whistles to be offensive. 

WOl*ver-ine Awulva'riin/ noun, pi -ines [count] US : a 
strong animal with brown fur that lives in North America 
wonvan /'wuman/ noun, pi wom*en /'wiman/ 

1 [count] : an adult female human being ■ She was a shy and 
awkward girl who grew up to become a confident and beau¬ 
tiful woman. ■ She is a grown woman. ■ The store sells shoes 
for both men and women. ■ women’s basketball — often used 
before another noun ■ a survey of women doctors ■ They 
hired a woman lawyer. ■ the town’s first woman mayor 

2 [count] : a woman who has a specified job or position ■ Do 
they have a cleaning woman ? — usually used in combina¬ 
tion ■ She was named the committee chairwoman. ■ We 
asked the saleswoman for assistance. 

3 [noncount] : all women thought of as a group ■ a celebra¬ 
tion of woman [-women] 

4 [count] old-fashioned : a female servant (such as a maid) ■ 
My woman will bring your dinner. 

5 [count] informal : the girlfriend, wife, or lover of a man ■ Is 
there a new woman in your life? — see also little woman, 
OTHER WOMAN 

6 [count] : a woman who comes from or lives in a specified 
town, city, etc. — used chiefly by journalists ■ One of the ac¬ 
cident victims has been identified as a Boston woman. 

7 [count] : a woman who likes something very much or who 
is known for some activity or interest ■ I’m strictly a choco¬ 
late ice cream woman. [=I’m a woman who likes chocolate 
ice cream] 

8 [count] informal + old-fashioned — used when you are talk¬ 
ing to a woman in an angry way • Don’t bother me, womanl 
woman of action see action 

woman of the hour see hour 
WOm*an*hOOd /'woman,hud/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the state or condition of being an adult woman and no 
longer a girl ■ a young girl on the verge of womanhood ■ 
What is your view of womanhood ? 

2 : women in general ■ The book is a celebration of woman¬ 
hood. 

WOITI*an*ish /'wumani// adj [more most ~]: suitable for 
or typical of a woman rather than a man : not masculine ■ 
He has a womanish [-feminine] voice. — compare woman¬ 
ly 

WOm-an*iz-er also Brit wom>an*is>er /'wumajnaiza 1 / 
noun, pi -ers [count] disapproving : a man who has sexual re¬ 
lationships with many women ■ He has the reputation of be¬ 
ing a womanizer. ■ Her former husband was a womanizer. 

— wom-an-ize also Brit wom*an-ise / l wuma,naiz/ verb 
-iz-es; -ized; -iz«ing [no obj] ■ He has been accused of 
womanizing. 

WOm*an«kind /'wuma^kaind/ noun [noncount] : all wom¬ 
en thought of as one group : women • for the benefit of all 
womankind * She vowed to wage a battle on behalf of wom¬ 
ankind. — compare mankind 

wom-an-ly /'wumanli/ adj [more most ~] : having or 
showing qualities (such as beauty or gentleness) that are ex¬ 
pected in a woman : feminine ■ She gave off a womanly ra¬ 
diance. ■ her womanly curves/figure 

— wom-an-li-ness noun [noncount] 

woman of letters noun, pi women of letters [count] : a 
woman who writes or who knows a lot about novels, poems, 
etc. : a literary woman 

woman of the world noun, pi women of the world 

[count] : a woman who has had many experiences and who is 
not shocked by things that may be shocking to other people 
womb /'wu:m/ noun, pi wombs [count] : uterus 
WOm*bat /'warmest / noun, pi -bats [count] : an Australian 
animal that looks like a small bear The female wombat 
has a pouch in which the young are carried, 
wom-en-folk /'wiman^ouk/ noun [plural] old-fashioned + 
humorous : the women of a family or community ■ cowboys 
fighting to protect their womenfolk 
women’s rights noun [plural] : legal, political, and social 
rights for women that are equal to those of men ■ She is an 
advocate of women's rights. ■ the women's right's movement 
women’s room noun, pi ~ rooms [count] US : ladies* 

ROOM 

women’s studies noun [plural] : the study of subjects re¬ 
lating to women, their roles in history, and their contribu¬ 
tions to society ■ a college with a women’s studies program ■ a 
major in women's studies 
won past tense and past participle of 1 WIN 


1 Wpn»der /'wAnda*/ noun, pi -ders 

1 [count] : something or someone that is very surprising, 
beautiful, amazing, etc. ■ The Grand Canyon is one of the 
natural wonders of the world. ■ This new computer is a tech¬ 
nological wonder. ■ She’s a wonder with a paintbrush. [=she is 
very good at painting] ■ the wonders of science — see also 

NINE DAYS’ WONDER, ONE-HIT WONDER 

2 [noncount] : a feeling caused by seeing something that is 
very surprising, beautiful, amazing, etc. ■ The child’s eyes 
were filled with wonder during the trip to the circus. ■ We 
watched the fireworks show with wonder and amazement. ■ 
She gazed up at the tall buildings in wonder. 

3 [singular] : something that is surprising or hard to believe ■ 
It’s a wonder we made it this far. [=it is surprising we made it 
this far] ■ Is it any wonder why this movie is so popular? 
do/work wonders : to help or improve something greatly • 

A vacation will do wonders for your mood. ■ The treatment 
worked wonders on my skin. 

no wonder or small/little wonder — used to say that some¬ 
thing is not surprising ■ It’s no wonder you’re hungry; you 
didn’t have any breakfast. ■ Small wonder that we’re lost, 
since we didn’t ask for directions. ■ They failed to realize 
how costly the work would be. Little wonder , then, that 
their plan was rejected. 

wonders never cease humorous — used to say that you are 
happy and surprised by something good that has happened 
• He was on time for work all week. Wonders never ceasel ■ 
My story is finally getting published! Will wonders never 
cease ? [=isn’t that amazing/surprising?] 

2 wonder verb -ders; -dered; -der-lng 

1 : to have interest in knowing or learning something : to 
think about something with curiosity [+ obj] Have you ever 
wondered why the sky is blue? ■ I wonder [=1 would like to 
know] if he’s going to change jobs. ■ I wonder where I put my 
keys. [=I’m not sure where I put my keys; I’m trying to re¬ 
member where I put my keys] ■ Who could that be at the 
door, I wonder ? ■ She wondered aloud what to do with the 
money. ■ I wonder [=1 am curious about] how they could af¬ 
ford that house, [no obj] I was wondering about that. 

2 [+ obj] — used to ask a question or make a polite request ■ 
I wonder if you could tell me where the post office is? ■ We 
were wondering if you’d like to join us for dinner. 

3 [no obj] : to feel surprise or amazement ■ Sometimes his be¬ 
havior makes me wonder. ■ ( chiefly Brit ) The next class will 
be harder, / shouldn’t wonder. [=1 won’t be surprised if the 
next class is harder] — often + at ■ We stood and wondered at 
the impressive display of lights. 

wonder drug noun, pi ~ drugs [count] : a very effective 
drug ■ Scientists are developing a new wonder drug [-miracle 
drug] for treating arthritis. 

WOn»der»ful /'wAndatfal/ adj [more most ~] : extremely 
good ■ The rooms were filled with wonderful works of art. ■ It 
was a wonderful party. ■ You did a wonderful job. ■ We had a 
wonderful [-great, terrific, fantastic] meal. ■ She came home 
with wonderful news. ■ It’s wonderful to finally meet you. 

— won-der-fuMy adv ■ The story was wonderfully written, 
won-der-land /'wAnda^.laend/ noun, pi -lands [count] : a 

place that is filled with things that are beautiful, impressive, 
or surprising ■ The garden was a floral wonderland. 
won-der-ment /'wAndamant/ noun [noncount] : a feeling 
of being surprised or amazed ■ He felt a sense of wonderment. 
■ They shook their heads in wonderment. [=awe] 
won-drous /'wAndras/ adj [more most ~]: causing won¬ 
der or amazement: very beautiful or impressive ■ The muse¬ 
um featured a display of wondrous tapestries. ■ The artist can 
achieve wondrous [= wonderful] things with a paintbrush. 

— won-drous-ly adv ■ a wondrously lush forest 

WOnk /'waiijk/ noun, pi wonks [count] US, informal + some¬ 
times disapproving : a person who knows a lot about the de¬ 
tails of a particular field (such as politics) and often talks a 
lot about that subject ■ the policy wonks in the government 
1 won-ky /'wccijki/ adj won-ki-er; -est US, informal + some¬ 
times disapproving 

1 : having or showing a lot of interest in and knowledge 
about the details of a particular subject: having the qualities 
of a wonk ■ a wonky bureaucrat in the State Department 

2 ; very boring or complicated ■ She enjoys reading about 
tax law and other wonky stuff. 

— compare 2 wonky 

2 WOnky /'wcr.rjki/ adj wonk»i»er, -est informal 

1 Brit : not straight or steady ■ I was sitting on a wonky 
[=shaky, wobbly] chair. ■ a wonky [=loose] tooth 
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2 : not working correctly : not reliable or stable ■ He has a 
wonky knee. 

— compare 1 wonky 

1 WOnt /'wa:nt, Brit 'wsunt/ adj, not used before a noun, formal 
: likely to do something : having a tendency to do something 

■ Some people are wont to blame others [=some people have 
the habit of blaming others] for their faults. ■ He played with 
his collar, as he is wont to do [=as he often does] when he is 
nervous. 

2 WOnt noun [noncount] old-fashioned : a usual habit or way of 
behaving • He enjoyed a drink after work, as is his wont. 
[=as he usually or often does] 
won’t /'wount/ : will not ■ I won't see him today, 
won-ton / l wa:n,ta:n/ noun [noncount] : a Chinese food 
made of dough that is filled with meat or vegetables and of¬ 
ten served boiled in soup 

WOO /'wu:/ verb woos; wooed; woo-ing [+ obj] 

1 old-fashioned : to try to make (someone) love you : to try 
to have a romantic relationship with (someone) • He wooed 
[=courted] her with flowers and dinner. ■ She was wooed [-ro¬ 
manced] by many boys when she was in school. 

2 : to try to attract (someone, such as a customer, voter, 
worker, etc.) : to attempt to persuade (someone) to buy 
something from you, vote for you, work for you, etc. ■ The 
store had a sale in an effort to woo new customers. ■ The 
company must find creative ways to woo new employees. 

1 wood /'wud/ noun, pi woods 

1 [noncount] : the hard substance that makes up the stems 
and branches of trees and shrubs ■ a block of wood ■ Some 
baseball bats are made out of wood. • The wood on the deck 
has begun to rot. — see also deadwood, driftwood, 

HARDWOOD, PLYWOOD 

2 a or woods [count] : an area of land covered with many 
trees ■ Their house is near a small wood. ■ A thick woods runs 
along the boundary of the estate, b woods : a thick growth 
of trees and bushes that covers a wide area : forest [non¬ 
count] The house is surrounded by woods. ■ He went for a 
hike in the woods, [plural] The woods are a dangerous place 
for walking. [=the forest is a dangerous place for walking] 

3 [count] : a golf club with a large head that was made of 
wood in the past but is now usually made of metal • She hit a 
wood off the tee. ■ a fairway wood [=a type of wood that is 
used to hit shots from the fairway] — compare 1 iRON 3 
babe in the woods see babe 

knock on wood (US) or chiefly Brit touch wood People 
say knock on wood or touch wood and often hit or touch 
something made of wood as a way to prevent bad luck af¬ 
ter they have just said that something good has happened, 
that they are in a good situation, etc. • I’ve never broken a 
bone, knock on wood, 
neck of the woods see 'neck 
not see the wood for the trees see tree 
out of the wood/woods : in a position free from danger or 
difficulty • Her health is getting better but she’s not out of 
the woods yet. [=she is still sick; there is still a chance that 
her condition could get much worse] 

z wood atii 

1 : made of wood : wooden ■ The walls had wood paneling. 

■ a wood floor 

2 : used for cutting or working with wood ■ a wood saw 
WOOd-blOCk /'wud,bla:k/ noun, pi -blocks [count] : a 

piece of wood that has a design cut into it and that is used for 
printing : woodcut ■ She made a woodblock print. 

WOOd carving noun [noncount] : the art of cutting designs 
into wood or carving objects out of wood 

— wood-carv-er / , wud,ka^va'/ noun, pi -ers [count] 
WOOd-chuck /'wud,tfAk/ noun, pi -chucks [count] : a 

small, furry North American animal that lives in the ground 

— called also groundhog ; see picture at rodent 
WOOd-COCk /'wud,ka:k/ noun, pi wood-cocks or wood¬ 
cock [count] : a brown bird that has a short neck and long 
bill and that is often hunted 

WOOd-CUt /'wud,kAt/ noun, pi -cuts [count] 

1 : WOODBLOCK 

2 : a picture made from a woodcut ■ a collection of fine 
woodcuts 

wood-cut-ter /'wud^Ata-/ noun, pi -ters [count] old- 
fashioned : a person whose job is to chop f down trees and cut 
wood 

WOOd-ed /'wudad/ adj [more most ~] : covered with 
trees ■ a wooded lot ■ These sorts of birds live in more wooded 


WOOd-en /'wudn/ adj 

1 : made of wood • a wooden crate ■ a wooden fence 

2 [more most ~] : awkward or stiff : not having or show¬ 
ing any emotion, energy, etc. ■ The guest speaker was wood¬ 
en and uninspiring. ■ a movie with wooden dialogue 

— wood-en«ly adv ■ a woodenly acted movie — wood-en- 
ness /'wudnnas/ noun [noncount] 

WOOd-land /'wudland/ noun, pi -lands : land covered with 
trees and bushes : forest [noncount] The swamp was sur¬ 
rounded by dense woodland. — often used before another 
noun ■ snakes, squirrels, and other woodland creatures ■ a 
woodland habitat [count] a dense woodland — often plural ■ 
The woodlands stretch for miles. 

WOOd-IOt /'wud,la:t/ noun, pi -lots [count] : a small area of 
trees that can be used as fuel or to provide wood for building 
things 

wood louse noun, pi ~ lice [count] : a small, gray insect 
that lives under stones and in other dark, wet places 
WOOd-peck-er /'wudjpeka 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : a bird 
that has a very hard beak which it uses to make holes in trees 
to get insects for food — see color picture on page C9 
WOOd-pile /'wud,paj3l/ noun, pi -piles [count] : a pile of 
pieces of wood that will be used to make fires 
WOOd-Shed /'wudjjed/ noun, pi -sheds [count] : a small 
building used for storing firewood 
WOOdS-man /'wudzman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] : a 
man who works in and knows many things about the forest» 
an expert woodsman 

woodsy /'wudzi/a*# woods-i-er; -est [also more most 
~] US, informal 

1 : having many trees : covered with trees ■ a woodsy area 

2 : relating to or suggesting the forest ■ a woodsy smell 
WOOd-wind /'wud,wind/ noun, pi -winds 

1 [count] : any one of the group of musical instruments that 
includes flutes, clarinets, oboes, bassoons, and saxophones ■ 
He plays all the woodwind instruments very well. ■ the wood¬ 
wind section [=the group of musicians in an orchestra who 
play woodwinds] — see picture on next page; compare 

WIND INSTRUMENT 

2 woodwinds [plural] : the section of a band or orchestra 
that plays woodwind instruments 

WOOd-Work / , wud,wa'k/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the parts of a room or house (such as window frames or 
stairs) that are made of wood ■ decorative woodwork ■ We 
painted the walls white and the woodwork red. 

2 Brit : woodworking 

3 Brit, informal : the wooden frame of football or soccer 
goalposts ■ The kick hit the woodwork. 

come/crawl out of the woodwork disapproving If people 
come/crawl out of the woodwork, they appear suddenly, 
usually because they see an opportunity to get something 
for themselves. ■ As soon as she won the lottery, people 
started coming out of the woodwork, asking for money. 
into the woodwork — used in phrases like fade into the 
woodwork to describe someone or something that is not 
noticed or that seems to disappear • He’s so shy that he al¬ 
ways seems to fade into the woodwork at parties. 
WOOd-WOrk-ing /'wud,w^kii)/ noun [noncount] US : the 
skill or work of making things out of wood ■ His favorite 
hobby was woodworking. • woodworking projects/tools 

— wood*work*er /'wud.w^ka-/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

woody /'wudi ! adj wood-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 

1 : having stems and branches that are made of wood ■ 
woody plants : made of wood • tall woody stems 

2 : similar to wood • a woody flavor/texture 

3 informal : having many trees ■ a woody piece of land 

1 WOOf /'wuf/ noun, pi woofs [count] : the sound made by a 
dog : bark — compare 2 woof 

— woof verb woofs; woofed; woof-mg [no obj] - The dog 
woofed. 

2 WOOf noun, pi woofs [count] technical : weft — compare 
‘woof 

WOOf -er /'wufa-/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a loudspeaker (such 
as one connected to a stereo) that produces sounds of low 
pitch — compare subwoofer, tweeter 
wool /'wul/ noun [noncount] 

1 : the soft, thick hair of sheep and some other animals 

— see also lambs wool 

2 : cloth or clothing made of wool ■ She doesn’t like wool be¬ 
cause it can be itchy. ■ virgin wool [=wool that is being used 
in fabric for the first time] — often used before another 
noun ■ wool socks ■ a wool blanket/sweater 


areas. 
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3 chiefly Brit : long, thick thread made of wool and used for 
knitting ■ a ball of wool [=(f/S) yam] 

pull the wool over someone’s eyes informal : to trick or 
deceive someone : to hide the truth from someone ■ He 
was too clever to let them pull the wool over his eyes. 

— see also cotton wool, dyed-in-the-wool, steel 

WOOL, WIRE WOOL 

WOOl*en (US) or Brit wooMen /'wobn/ adj, always used be¬ 
fore a noun 

1 : made of wool ■ woolen blankets 

2 : relating to the business of making cloth from wool ■ the 
woolen industry 

WOOl*ens (US) or Brit woollens /'wolanz/ noun [plural ] 
somewhat old-fashioned : clothes made of wool ■ He wore his 
best woolens. 

1 WOOl*ly also wooly /'woli/ adj wooMi-er; -est [also more 
most ~] 

1 : covered with wool ■ a woolly animal 

2 chiefly Brit, informal : made of wool or resembling wool 
: woolen ■ a woolly hat/jumper 

3 chiefly Brit : confused and unclear ■ woolly thinking ■ a 
woolly argument 

wild and woolly chiefly US, informal : very wild : without 
order or control ■ His novels were about the wild and wool¬ 
ly Western frontier. ■ a wild and woolly love affair 

— wooMi*ness noun [noncount\ 

2 WOOl-ly /'woli/ noun, pi wooMies [count] chiefly Brit, infor¬ 
mal : a warm piece of clothing (such as a sweater) made of 
knitted wool ■ Get out your winter woollies. 
woolly mammoth noun, pi ~ -moths [count] : ‘mam¬ 
moth l 

WOOps variant spelling of whoops 

WOO*zy /'wu:zi/ adi woo»zi*er; -est [also more most ~] 
: slightly dizzy, sick, or weak ■ She was already feeling woozy 
after her first drink. ■ woozy from fatigue 

— woo*zi*ness noun [noncount] 

WOp /'wa:p/ noun, pi wops [count] informal + offensive : an 
Italian person The word wop is very offensive and should 
be avoided. 

1 word /'wad/ noun, pi words 


1 [count] : a sound or combination of sounds that has a 
meaning and is spoken or written ■ How do you spell that 
word! ■ “Please" is a useful word. • Our teacher often used 
words I didn’t know. ■ What is the French word for car? ■ She 
was a genius in every sense of the word. [=she was truly a ge¬ 
nius] ■ You don’t need to use big words [=difficult words 
used to try to impress people] to make your point. ■ Words 
fall me. [=1 don’t know what to say] — see also buzz¬ 
word, FOUR-LETTER WORD, FUNCTION WORD, PASSWORD, 
SWEARWORD, WATCHWORD, WEASEL WORD 

2 [count] : a brief remark or conversation : something that a 
person says ■ You can’t believe a word (of what) she says. 
[=you can’t believe anything she says] ■ Describe the experi¬ 
ence in your own words. ■ The lawyer used Joe’s words 
against him. ■ Could I have a word with you ? [=could I talk 
with you briefly?] ■ They gave me a word of warning [=they 
told me about] about the slippery roads. ■ Don’t say/breathe 
a word [=don’t talk] about this to anyone. ■ My grandfather 
was a man of few words. [=a man who did not talk very 
much] ■ I’ve been asked to say a few words [=make a short 
speech or statement] about the new play. 

3 [singular] : an order or command ■ She gave the word to 
begin. ■ We will wait for your word before we serve dinner. 

4 [singular] : news or information ■ (Is there) Any word on 
how they are? ■ If word of this gets out. we’re all in trouble. ■ 
What’s the word ? ■ There is still no word from the hospital. ■ 
Spread the word [=tell the others] that we’re leaving in five 
minutes. ■ They sent word [=sent a message] that they’d be 
late. ■ Word has it [=1 have heard] that the neighbors are 
moving next month. ■ The police put/got the word out that 
they were looking for him. [=the police let people know that 
they were looking for him] 

5 [singular] : a promise to do something ■ I’ll be there. I give 
you my word. [=1 promise] ■ You’d better keep your word. 
[=keep your promise to do something] ■ He is a man of his 
word. = His word is his bond. [=he always keeps his promis¬ 
es] ■ I told her I’d help. I can’t go back on my word. [=1 can’t 
break my promise] ■ You’ll have to take my word for it. 
[=you’ll have to believe me] ■ She was true to her word. [=she 
did what she said she would do] — see also WORD OF HON¬ 
OR (below) 

6 words [plural] : angiy remarks ■ Words were exchanged 
[=people said angry things to each other] and a fight broke 
out. ■ He had words [=had an argument] with his boss. 

7 the Word religion : stories and lessons of the Bible ■ the 
Word of God 

actions speak louder than words see action 
a picture is worth a thousand words see ‘worth 
at a loss for words see loss 

a word in someone’s ear chiefly Brit : a remark that is 
made privately to someone ■ May I have a word in your ear 
[=may I speak to you privately] before you leave? 
a word to the wise — used to say that you are about to give 
someone advice or a warning ■ A word to the wise: never 
sign a contract without reading it first. 
by word of mouth : by being told by another person * We 
found this hotel by word of mouth, 
eat your words see eat 

from the word go informal : from the beginning ■ The show 
was a success from the word go. • We were in trouble (right) 
from the word go. 

get a word in edgewise see edgewise 
good word : a favorable comment ■ Please put in a good 
word for me [=say something good about me] when you 
talk to the boss. ■ (US, informal) I haven’t seen you in ages! 
What’s the good word ? [=how’s it going?; how are you?] 
hang on someone’s every word see ‘hang 
in a word : very briefly : in short — used to indicate that 
you are saying something by using only one word or by us¬ 
ing as few words as possible ■ Our answer, in a word , is no. 
in other words — used to introduce a statement that re¬ 
peats what has been said in a different and usually a sim¬ 
pler or more exact way ■ “She said the movie was a bit pre¬ 
dictable.” “In other words, she didn’t like it.” ■ So, in other 
words , you’re saying that you forgot to do it. 
in so many words also in as many words : in exactly 
those words or in exactly that way — usually used in nega¬ 
tive statements ■ “Did he say he wouldn’t do it?” “ Not in so 
many words , but that was the impression I got.” 
in words of one syllable : in clear and simple terms ■ We 
explained our views to the press in words of one syllable, 
lost for words see 2 lost 
mark my words see 2 mark 
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mum's the word see 'mum 
play with words see ‘play 

put words In/Into someone’s mouth : to suggest that 
someone said or meant something that he or she did not 
say or mean ■ Don’t put words in my mouth. I wasn’t de¬ 
fending his actions, despite what you may think. 
say the word : to give an order ■ When you want to leave 
(just) say the word. 

take the words right out of someone’s mouth : to say ex¬ 
actly what someone was thinking ■ I agree! You took the 
words right out of my mouth ! 

the last/final word 1 : the final thing said in an argument 
or a discussion ■ Your mother’s decision is the final word on 
the matter. ■ Why do you always have to have the last 
wortff [=to be the last person to speak] 2 : the power to 
make a final decision ■ The judge will have the last word 
[-the final say] on the divorce agreement. 3 informal : the 
most modem or best one of its kind ■ This is the last word in 
wireless phones. ■ The van’s design is the last word in safety. 
(upon) my word somewhat old-fashioned — used to express 
surprise ■ My word , what a beautiful dress! 
war of words : an argument in which people or groups crit¬ 
icize and disagree with each other publicly and repeatedly 
for usually a long time ■ Rival groups have engaged in a 
war of words over the new law. 
word for word : in the exact words ■ He gave the same 
speech word for word [^verbatim] yesterday. 
word of honor Your word of honor is your promise that 
you will do something, that something is true, etc. ■ I give 
you my word of honor that I will pay the money back. 
2 WOrd verb words; word-ed; word-ing [+ obj] : to say 
(something) in a particular way by choosing which words to 
use ■ They worded [- phrased ] their request with great care. ■ 
Could we word the headline differently? — often used as (be) 
worded ■ Their request was worded very carefully. ■ a careful¬ 
ly worded statement 

WOrd-ing Avadig/ noun [noncount] : the way in which 
something is said or written : the words that are used to say 
something ■ What’s the exact wording of the agreement? 

word-less /'wadlas/ adj : without using words : without 
speaking ■ a wordless agreement 

- word-less-ly 

word-perfect adj, Brit : correct in every detail : letter- 
perfect ■ All the actors should be congratulated on a word- 
perfect performance. 

word-play /'wa-diplei/ noun [noncount] : playful or clever 
use of words ■ Oscar Wilde was famous for his witty word- 
ptay. 

word processing noun [noncount] : the production of 
printed pages of writing (such as business letters) that can be 
stored and printed by using computer equipment ■ These ter¬ 
minals are used mostly for word processing. • word processing 
software 

word processor noun, pi ~ -sors [count] 

1 : a computer used for creating, storing, and printing text 
: a computer used for word processing ■ At work she sits in 
front of her word processor all day. 

2 : software used on a computer to perform word processing 
■ She closed down her word processor and opened her e-mail 
program. 

wordy /'wadi/ adj word-i-er; -est [also more most ~] 
disapproving : using or containing too many words ■ The 
original script was too wordy. ■ His writing is very wordy, 
[-verbose] 

— word-My /'wadali/ adv — word-i-ness /'wadinas/ noun 
[noncount] 

wore past tense of ‘wear 
1 work /'wa-k/ verb works; worked; work-ing 

1 a : to have a job [no obj] I started working when I was six¬ 
teen. ■ Her husband doesn’t work. • She works part-time at 
the restaurant. ■ She has always wanted to work in advertis¬ 
ing. ■ She works with me. = She and I work together. [=she 
and I have jobs at the same place] ■ men and women who 
work outside the home [=who have jobs in factories, restau¬ 
rants, office buildings, etc.] [+ obj] She has to work two jobs 
to support her family. ■ He works construction. [=he has a 
job in which he helps build things] b : to do things as part 
of your job [no Obj] She worked through lunch to get the re¬ 
port done. ■ I’m not working tomorrow—the boss gave me 
the day off. ■ He works from home. [=his job allows him to 
stay home and do his work] ■ I work for him. [=1 am his em¬ 
ployee] ■ I work under her. [=she is my boss/supervisor] [+ 


obj] He works about 60 hours a week. ■ The job requires that 
you work some nights and weekends. ■ She is used to working 
long hours. C [+ obj] : to do work in, on, or at (an area, 
event, etc.) ■ She works the Northeast region of the state sell¬ 
ing insurance. ■ He was hired as a sportscaster to work the 
games this season. ■ Crews work the quarry all day and night. 

■ farmers working the fields ■ Our family has worked this land 
for centuries. 

2 a [no obj] : to do something that involves physical or men¬ 
tal effort ■ She is working in the garden. ■ They worked all day 
(at) cleaning the house. ■ I can’t work with all of this noise. ■ 
The principal worked hard to improve the school. ■ We’re 
working toward a solution. ■ I enjoy working with my hands. 
[=using my hands to do or make things] ■ a sculptor who 
works in/with stone [=who makes things out of stone] b [+ 
obj] : to force (someone or something) to do something that 
involves physical or mental effort ■ The exercise is designed 
to work the muscles in your chest. ■ The coach worked her 
team hard during practice. ■ She worked us into the ground. 
[=she made us work very hard and become very tired] 

3 [+ obj] : to use and control (something) ■ I don’t know how 
to work your cell phone. ■ Who is working the machine? ■ The 
pump is worked by hand. 

4 [no obj] : to perform or operate in the correct way ■ The 
computer isn’t working (properly). ■ Is the elevator working 
again? ■ I can’t get this thing to work. 

5 [no obj] a : to have the intended effect or result ■ The 
medicine seems to be working. ■ Their plan worked. ■ The 
idea sounds good in theory, but it will never work in practice. 

■ The commercial doesn’t work for me. [=1 don’t like it; it 
doesn’t affect me the way it is supposed to] ■ a dish detergent 
that works like magic [=that is very effective] b always fol¬ 
lowed by an adverb or preposition : to have a particular effect 
or result ■ You need to do what works best for you. • Red cur¬ 
tains would work well in this room. • I think you’ll get the 
job. Being bilingual definitely works In your favor. [=it helps 
or benefits you] ■ Her lack of experience worked against her 
in the election. [=it made her less likely to win in the elec¬ 
tion] 

6 [+ obj ] : to cause (something) to happen ■ I’ll do my best, 
but I can’t work miracles. [=1 can’t make miracles happen] ■ 
He’s a brilliant chef who works magic [=does special or re¬ 
markable things] with the most basic ingredients. 

7 : to move (something) into or out of a particular position 
slowly or with difficulty [+ obj] She worked her foot into the 
shoe. ■ The screw had worked itself loose. [=the screw had be¬ 
come loose] [no obj] The glue would stop the knot from 
working loose. [=from becoming loose] — see also work 
your way (below) 

8 [+ obj] : to bring (something) into a desired shape or form 
by cutting it, pressing it, etc. ■ Work the dough with your 
hands until it is smooth. ■ a blacksmith working a piece of 
iron 

9 [+ obj] : to talk to and try to gain the friendship or support 
of (the people in a group) ■ The singer worked the crowd 
throughout the whole concert. ■ He’s a politician who really 
knows how to work a room. [=how to talk to the people in a 
room to get their support, approval, etc.] 

work around or chiefly Brit work round [phrasal verb] 1 
work around/round (something) : to organize things or 
proceed in a way that avoids (something, such as a prob¬ 
lem) ■ We’ll just have to find a way to work around the 
problem. 2 work around/round to (something) : to start 
talking or writing about (a subject, issue, etc.) after talking 
or writing about other things ■ He eventually worked 
around to the company’s financial situation. 
work at [phrasal verb] work at (something) : to make an ef¬ 
fort to do (something) better - He needs to work at his 
handwriting. ■ She has been working (harder) at controlling 
her temper. 

work in [phrasal verb] 1 work (something) in or work in 
(something) a : to add or include (something) in a con¬ 
versation, essay, etc. ■ During the speech, he worked in a 
few jokes. ■ She worked in several important points in her 
article, b : to stir or mix (something) into something ■ 
Work in the blueberries. 2 work (someone or something) 
in US : to make an amount of time available for (someone 
or something) ■ My schedule is pretty full, but I think I can 
work you in [=fit you in] at 11:30. 
work into [phrasal verb] 1 work (something) into (some¬ 
thing) a : to add or include (something) in (something) ■ 
You should work more fresh fruit into your diet. ■ She tried 
to find a way of working her question into the conversa- 
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tion. b : to stir or mix (something) into (something) ■ 
Work the blueberries into the mixture. 2 work (someone) 
into (something) : to gradually cause (someone) to be in 
(an excited, angry, or frightened state) ■ The DJ worked the 
crowd into a frenzy. ■ He worked himself into a rage/panic. 
work it/things informal : to arrange your activities in a par¬ 
ticular way so that it is possible for something to happen or 
be done ■ I’m supposed to be helping my sister that night, 
but I’ll try to work things so that I can come to your party. 
work off [phrasal verb] work off (something) or work (some¬ 
thing) off 1 : to pay (a debt) by working ■ She worked off 
her loan. ■ His parents are making him work off the cost of 
the bike he ruined. 2 : to lose or get rid of (something) by 
physical activity ■ He walks every day to work the extra 
weight off. ■ Jogging is a great way to work off stress. 
work on [phrasal verb\ 1 a work on (something) : to be in 
the process of making (something), doing (something), etc. 

■ The director is working on a new movie. ■ I worked on this 
physics problem for three hours. ■ He is in the garage work¬ 
ing on the car. ■ Scientists are beginning to work on a cure, 
b work on doing (something) : to make an effort to do 
(something) ■ They are currently working on finding a cure. 
[=trying to find a cure] ■ You have to work on controlling 
your temper. 2 work on (someone) : to try to influence or 
persuade (someone) to do something ■ She is working on 
them to change their votes. 

work out [phrasal verb\ 1 : to perform athletic exercises in 
order to improve your health or physical fitness ■ She 
works out at the gym twice a week. 2 a : to happen, devel¬ 
op, or end in a desired or successful way ■ Our plan worked 
out perfectly. ■ We broke up because things didn’t workout 
between us. b : to happen, develop, or end in a particular 
way or to have a particular result ■ Despite some difficul¬ 
ties, everything worked out well. ■ Things don’t always work 
out the way you want them to. ■ I’m not sure how the story 
will work out. ■ How is your new roommate working out ? 
[=how are things going with your new roommate?] ■ It will 
work out (to be) cheaper [=it will be cheaper] if we take the 
bus instead of the train. ■ With tax, it worked out at/to just 
over $115. [=the total amount was just over $115] 3 work 
out (something) or work (something) out a : to find or 
create (something, such as a solution or a plan) by thinking 

■ I’m trying to work out [-figure out ] a way to do it. • We 
worked out a plan to save money. ■ We’ll work the details 
out later. ■ I don’t know how you’re going to get there. You 
have to work that out for yourself, b : to use mathematics 
to solve (something) ■ She worked out the problem on a 
piece of paper. 4 work (someone) out or work out (some¬ 
one) Brit : to understand the behavior of (someone) ■ He 
does these crazy things, and I just can’t work him out. ^fig¬ 
ure him out] 

work over [phrasal verb] work (someone) over informal : to 
hurt (someone) by hitting, kicking, etc. ■ He looked like 
someone had worked him over [=beat him up] pretty good. 
work through [phrasal verb ]: to deal with (something that is 
difficult or unpleasant) successfully ■ He saw a psycholo¬ 
gist to help him work through his depression. ■ She worked 
through the pain without medication. 
work to [phrasal verb] work to (something) chiefly Brit : to 
work within the limits of (something) ■ We have to work to 
a very tight budget. 

work up [phrasal verb ] 1 work (someone) up : to make 

(someone) feel very angry, excited, upset, etc. ■ Don’t work 
yourself up again. — see also worked up 2 work up 
(something) or work (something) up a : to produce 
(something) by physical or mental effort ■ I worked up a 
sweat at the gym. ■ He managed to work up the courage to 
ask her out on a date, b chiefly Brit: to improve your skill 
at (something) or increase your knowledge of (something) 

■ I need to work up my French for the exam, c chiefly Brit 
: to develop or expand (something) — usually + into ■ He 
worked up the short story into a novel. 3 work up to 
(something) : to reach (something, such as a rate or level) 
by gradually increasing in speed, intensity, etc. ■ The ship 
gradually worked up to full speed. • The story starts slow 
but works up to a brilliant conclusion. 

work wonders see 1 wonder 

work your fingers to the bone see 1 finger 

work your magic see ‘magic 

work your way: to move yourself into or out of a particular 
position slowly or with difficulty ■ The prisoner somehow 
worked his way out of the handcuffs. ■ I worked my way to 
the center of the crowd. ■ They started working their way 


cautiously down the side of the mountain. — sometimes 
used figuratively ■ He had worked his way into her heart. ■ 
She is slowly working her way to the top of the company. 

If you work your way through college/school, you have a 
job that helps you pay for your expenses while you go to 
college/school. ■ He is working his way through college. 

2 WOrk noun . pi works 

1 [noncount] a : a job or activity that you do regularly espe¬ 
cially in order to earn money ■ How is work [=your job] go¬ 
ing? ■ She is trying to find work in publishing. ■ How long 
have you been looking for work ? ■ He started work as a car 
salesman. ■ I know him through work. ■ When do you get off 
work ? [=when do you stop working for the day?] ■ She goes 
to the gym after work. [=after she has finished working] • 
full-time/part-time work ■ She plans to return to work [=start 
working her job again] in four months. ■ What line of work is 
your wife in? = What does your wife do for work ? — see also 
life’s work, social work b : the place where you do 
your job ■ She didn’t come to work today. ■ He left work a few 
minutes ago. ■ She’s not here right now. She’s at work. ■ We 
met at work. ■ She went out with her friends from work. 

2 [noncount] a : the things that you do especially as part of 
your job ■ Can you describe your work to the class? ■ A large 
part of the work is responding to e-mails. ■ administrative/ 
secretarial work ■ My brother did the electrical work on the 
house. ■ After you finish your work, you can go outside and 
play. ■ I have a lot of work to do. b : things (such as papers, 
files, etc.) that you use to do your job ■ His work cluttered his 
desk. ■ She brought some work home with her from the of¬ 
fice. — see also donkey work, fieldwork, ground¬ 
work, HOMEWORK, HOUSEWORK, LEGWORK, PAPER¬ 
WORK, PIECEWORK, SCHOOLWORK 

3 [noncount] a : physical or mental effort that is used to 
perform a job or achieve a goal ■ Getting my PhD took a lot 
of work, but it was worth it. ■ Hard work is the key to success. 

■ Careful police work led to the murderer’s capture. ■ She 
hasn’t done any work since she got here, b : the process or 
activity of working ■ He plans to start work on a new novel 
soon. ■ The rain forced the crew to stop work on the building. 

■ Work on the project is already underway. [=people have 
started working on the project] ■ You need to get down to 
work [=start working] if you want to finish the assignment on 
time. ■ She set to work [=started working] on the project im¬ 
mediately. ■ She diligently went about her work. [=did her 
work] ■ He was told to keep up the good work. [=to continue 
doing good work] Phrases like good work, nice work, etc., 
are used to tell people that they have done something very 
well. ■ “I finished the project ahead of schedule.” “ Good 
work]" 

4 a [noncount] : something that is produced or done by 
someone ■ Some clever camera work gave the illusion that 
she was standing next to him. ■ The cabinets are the work of a 
skilled carpenter. [=the cabinets were made by a skilled car¬ 
penter] ■ The robberies were the work of [=were done by] the 
same gang, b : something (such as a book, song, or paint¬ 
ing) that is produced by a writer, musician, artist, etc. [/ ton- 
count] I love this painter’s work. ■ the author’s entire body of 
work [count] the complete/collected works of Charles Dick¬ 
ens ■ literary works • the painter’s latest work ■ The painting is 
a work in progress. [=it is not yet finished] — see also ART¬ 
WORK, HANDIWORK, HANDWORK 

5 works [plural] : roads, bridges, dams, and similar struc¬ 
tures : structures that are built by engineers ■ engineering 
works from the 19th century — see also public works, wa¬ 
terworks 

6 works : a place where industrial labor is done : a factory 
[singular] He got a job at a cement/lead/steel works, [plural] 
The local steel works have shut down. — see also GASWORKS 

7 the works : the moving parts of a machine ■ the works of a 
clock — sometimes used figuratively ■ The office used to be 
very efficient, but the new regulations have gummed up the 
works. [=made the work more difficult and slow] 

8 the works informal : everything ■ They ordered a pizza 
with the works. [=with all the different toppings that were 
available] ■ When we went to New York, we visited the muse¬ 
ums, did some shopping, saw some shows— the whole works. 

9 [noncount] physics : the energy that is used when a force is 
applied over a given distance 

at work 1 a : actively doing work • He kept us hard at work 
but paid us well. ■ We’re at work on the new project, b 
: doing your regular job • He has been out with a back in¬ 
jury, but he’ll be back at work soon. 2 : having an effect 
or influence ■ She felt that a higher power was at work. 
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have your work cut out for you -> If you have your work 
cut out for you, the thing you need to do is very difficult, 
and you have to work very hard to achieve it. ■ She knew 
she had her work cut out for her , but she was willing to do 
whatever it took to succeed. 

In the works informal : in the process of being prepared, de¬ 
veloped, or completed ■ Her next movie is already in the 
works. ■ Plans are in the works for building three new 
schools in the area. 

in work Brit: having a regular job ■ the percentage of people 
who are in work [=people who have jobs] 
make short/quick/light work of 1 : to make it possible for 
(something) to be done quickly or easily ■ This new snow 
shovel makes short work of clearing off the driveway. 
The expression many hands make light work means that 
people can do things more quickly and easily when they 
work together. 2 : to finish (something) or defeat (some¬ 
one) quickly and easily ■ She made short work of her oppo¬ 
nents. ■ The kids made quick work of the french fries. [=the 
kids ate the french fries quickly] ■ He made light work of 
the problem. [=he solved the problem quickly and easily] 
out of work : without a regular job ■ The factory closed and 
left/put 5,000 people out of work. ■ He has been out of work 
since January. [=he has not had a job since January] 
put/throw a spanner In the works see spanner 
throw a wrench into the works see 'wrench 
- see also piece of work 
3 WOrk adj, always used before a noun 

1 : suitable to be worn while you are working ■ work clothes/ 
boots 

2 : used for work • a clean work surface/table 

3 : of or relating to a person’s job ■ What does your work 
schedule look like this week? ■ a 12-hour work shift ■ There is 
a place to list your work experience [=the jobs that you have 
had] on the application. ■ My parents both had a very strong 
work ethic. [=a strong belief in the value and importance of 
work] ■ She filed for a work permit. [=an official document 
that shows that a person is allowed to work] 

work-able /'wa-kabal/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : able to be used successfully ■ a workable system/solution 
■ I think the plan is quite workable. 

2 : able to be easily shaped or worked with ■ workable plas¬ 
tic/wool ■ Chill the cookie dough until it is more workable. 

WOrk-a-day /'waJca^ei/ adi, always used before a noun 
[more most ~]: not unusual or interesting : ordinary ■ 
Their vacation provided a welcome change from their work¬ 
aday life. ■ workaday jobs/activities ■ the workaday struggles 
and concerns of the average person 
work-a-hol-ic ^waJca'hculik/ noun, pi -ics [count] : a per¬ 
son who chooses to work a lot : a person who is always 
working, thinking about work, etc. ■ My brother is a real 
workaholic who almost never takes time off. 
work-bench /'waJc,bentf/ noun, pi -bench-es [count] : a 
long table that people use when they are working with tools 
work-book /'waJ^buk/ noun, pi -books [count] : a book 
that contains problems or exercises and that students use to 
practice what they are learning in a class 
work camp noun, pi ~ camps [count ]: prison camp 
work-day /'wa^dei/ noun, pi -days [count] chiefly US 

1 : a day on which you work at a job • On workdays I usually 
wake up at six o'clock. ■ my workday routine 

2 : the period of time in a day during which you work at a 
job ■ an 8-hour workday 

worked up adj, not used before a noun [more most —] in¬ 

formal : very angry, excited, or upset about something ■ 
What is she so worked up about? ■ He got all worked up over 
the football game. 

WOrk-er /'waJca 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 a : a person who does a particular job to earn money ■ The 
company is planning to hire 200 workers. ■ The average work¬ 
er earned $1,000 more this year. ■ office/factory/construc¬ 
tion/postal workers ■ skilled workers ■ a migrant worker ■ a 
full-time/part-time worker — see also GUEST WORKER, so¬ 
cial worker b : a person who is actively involved in a 
particular activity — often used in combination ■ aid/res¬ 
cue/research workers 

2 : a person whose job does not involve managing other peo¬ 
ple • If management doesn’t make the changes, the workers 
will go on strike. 

3 : a person who works in a particular way ■ They are both 
hard/fast/good workers. 

4 : a type of bee, ant, etc., that does most of the work in a 


colony of insects ■ worker bees 

workers' compensation noun [noncount] US : a system 
of insurance that pays an employee who cannot work be¬ 
cause he or she has been injured while working — called 
also workers' comp 

workfare /'waJc,fe»/ noun [noncount] : a program in which 
people must do work in order to receive money from the 
government for food, housing, medical costs, etc. 
work-force / , wa‘k,foa i s/ noun [singular] 

1 : the group of people who work for a particular organiza¬ 
tion or business ■ We have a workforce of 2,400 people. 

2 : the number of people in a country or area who are avail¬ 
able for work • the nation’s workforce 

work-horse /'wa4c,hoa«/ noun, pi -hors-es [count] 

1 : a dependable person who does a lot of work 

2 : a dependable machine or vehicle that is used to do a lot 
of work 

WOrk-hOUSe /'waJ^haus/ noun, pi -hous-es [count] Brit 
: POORHOUSE 

WOrk-ing /*w^kig/ adj, always used before a noun 

1 : having a job ■ the working population • working mothers 
[=mothers who also have paying jobs] ■ a politician who is 
popular among working people [=among people who are not 
rich and powerful and who have jobs that usually do not pay 
a lot of money] 

2 a : of or relating to a person’s job ■ poor working condi¬ 
tions ■ regular/flexible working hours ■ There is a good work¬ 
ing relationship between the departments. ■ She spent most 
of her working life/years [=most of the time when she was 
working] in politics. • We had a working lunch. [=we dis¬ 
cussed work while we ate lunch] b : suitable to be worn 
while working ■ working clothes/boots 

3 a : doing work ■ the working parts of the machine ■ a work¬ 
ing farm b : relating to the work done by a machine, sys¬ 
tem, etc. ■ She made sure that everything was in (good) work¬ 
ing order/condition. [=made sure that everything was 
working properly] 

4 a : good enough to be used or useful although not perfect 
■ The person hired for this position should have at least a 
working knowledge of German. [=should be able to read and 
understand German fairly well] b : large enough to be ef¬ 
fective • The party has a working majority in the Senate. 

5 — used to describe something that is used while work is 
being done on something (such as a project) and that may be 
changed later ■ a working agreement/title/hypothesis 

working capital noun [noncount] business : money that is 
available for use while running a business 
working class noun 

the working class also Brit the working classes : the class 
of people who earn money by doing usually physical work 
and who are not rich or powerful — compare lower 
CLASS, MIDDLE CLASS, UNDERCLASS, UPPER CLASS 
— working-class adj, always used before a noun ■ working- 
class virtues • a working-class family 
working day noun, pi days [count] chiefly Brit : work¬ 
day 

working girl noun.pl ~ girls [count] informal 

1 : a young woman who has a job 

2 chiefly Brit, somewhat old-fashioned : prostitute 
working papers noun [plural] US : official documents 

that allow a person who is younger than 16 years old or who 
was bom in a different country to have a job in the U.S. 
working party noun, pi parties [count] Brit : a group of 
people who investigate a particular problem and suggest 
ways of dealing with it — called also working group 
WOrk-ingS /'w^knjz/ noun [plural] 

1 : the moving parts that are inside a machine : the working 
parts of something ■ There was a problem with the clock's in¬ 
ner workings. 

2 : the ways in which something works — usually + of* We 
learned about the inner workings of the government. 

working week noun, pi ~ weeks [count] chiefly Brit 

: WORKWEEK 

work-load /'waJc,loud/ noun, pi -loads [count] : the 
amount of work that is expected to be done ■ Students com¬ 
plained about the heavy workload. 
work-man /'waJcman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] : a 
skilled worker (such as an electrician or carpenter) 
WOrk-man-like /'w^kmandaik/ adj : done with the skill 
expected of a good worker or performer but usually not in 
very exciting or impressive way • He did a workmanlike job 
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on the boat. ■ a workmanlike performance ■ She showed 
workmanlike thoroughness in everything she did. 
WOrk-man*Ship /'werkmanjip/ noun [noncount] : the 
quality of the work that is done by someone ■ He admires 
good workmanship. ■ The problems were caused by cheap 
materials and poor workmanship. ■ The excellent workman¬ 
ship of the cabinets is remarkable, 
work-mate /'w^meit/ noun, pi -mates [count] chiefly Brit 
: a person who works with you : coworker 
work of art noun, pi works of art [count] 

1 : something that is made by an artist : a painting, sculp¬ 
ture, etc., that is created to be beautiful or to express an im¬ 
portant idea or feeling ■ a beautiful work of art 

2 : something that is attractive and skillfully made ■ The 
wedding cake was a real work of art. 

WOrk-OUt /*W 2 rk,aut/ noun, pi -outs [count] : a period of 
physical exercise that you do in order to improve your fit¬ 
ness, ability, or performance ■ The team had a good workout 
at practice today. ■ Her workout includes running on the 
treadmill and lifting weights. 

work-place /'wa^pleis/ noun, pi -plac<es [count] : the of¬ 
fice, factory, etc., where people work ■ a clean, comfortable 
workplace ■ Foul language will not be tolerated in the work¬ 
place. • workplace romances [=romances between people 
who work together] 

work release noun [noncount] US : the practice of allow¬ 
ing a prisoner to work outside of the prison during the day ■ 
a work-release program ■ prisoners on work release 
work-room / , wak l ru:m/noun, pi -rooms [count] : a room 
used for doing work usually inside a store ■ There is a work¬ 
room at the back of the tailor’s shop, 
work-sheet /'wafcjiit/ noun, pi -sheets [count] 

1 : a piece of paper that contains printed exercises and prob¬ 
lems to be done by a student 

2 : a printed form that is used in planning or calculating 
something ■ a tax worksheet 

work-shop /'wa'kjaip/ noun, pi -shops [count] 

1 : a place where things are made or repaired ■ He’s in his 
workshop working on the lawnmower. 

2 : a class or series of classes in which a small group of peo¬ 
ple learn the methods and skills used in doing something ■ a 
photography/music workshop 

WOrk—Shy adj [more most ~] Brit, disapproving : not will¬ 
ing to work : lazy ■ work-shy layabouts 
WOrk-Sta-tion /‘wak^teijan/ noun, pi -tions [count] 

1 : an area that has the equipment needed for one person to 
do a particular job ■ Employees should keep their worksta¬ 
tions neat and organized. 

2 : a computer that is connected to a computer network 
work-study program noun, pi ~ -grams [count] US : a 

program that gives high school or college students the op¬ 
portunity to work in a particular field in order to gain expe¬ 
rience 

WOrk-tOp /'w»k,ta:p/ noun, pi -tops [count] Brit 
: Counter 2a 

work—to—rule noun [singular] : the practice by workers of 
refusing to do any work that is not strictly required as a part 
of their jobs in order to protest something (such as unfair 
working conditions) 

work-week /'wa'k.wiik/ noun, pi -weeks [count] US : the 
total amount of hours or days that you spend working at a 
job in one week ■ a 5-day/40-hour workweek ■ a shortened 
workweek — called also {chiefly Brit ) working week 
1 world /'wafd/ noun, pi worlds 

1 a the world : the earth and all the people and things on it 
■ the countries/people/languages of the world ■ He is famous 
throughout the world. ■ They sailed around the world. • peo¬ 
ple from (all) around/across the world = people from all over 
the world • the tallest building in the (whole/entire) world - 
the world's tallest building ■ It can be found anywhere/every¬ 
where in the world. ■ The product is shipped halfway around/ 
across the world. • The problem occurs in many/other/dif¬ 
ferent parts of the world. • The island was cut off from the 
rest of the world. ■ They want to see/travel the world, b 
[count] : a part of the world and the people and things that 
exist there ■ the Eastern and Western worlds ■ the industrial¬ 
ized world ■ people living in the English-speaking world 
— see also first world, new world, old world, 

THIRD WORLD 

2 [count] : human society ■ the history of the world ■ the an¬ 
cient and modem worlds ■ I felt alone in the world. ■ She be¬ 
came depressed and withdrew from the world. ■ In an ideal/ 


perfect world , no one would go hungry. ■ ambitious students 
who want to change the world ■ She seems ignorant of the 
ways of the world. A The real world is the world where ev¬ 
eryone lives, works, and deals with everyday problems. ■ Af¬ 
ter college, she went out into the real world and got a job. ■ 
He seems out of touch with the real world. 

3 the world : the people in the world ■ She felt that the world 
was against her. ■ We had no help or support. It was just us 
against the world. ■ They announced their discovery to the 
world. ■ He sat in a cafe watching the world go by. [=watching 
people go by] ■ The world watched as he attempted to break 
the Olympic record. ■ She felt the eyes of the world watching 
her. ■ It’s a private matter. I wish you wouldn’t tell the whole 
world about it! The outside world refers to the people who 
live outside of a particular place or who do not belong to a 
particular group. » The inmates have little contact with the 
outside world. ■ a local artist who was unknown to the outside 
world 

4 [count] a : a particular kind of interest, activity, or social 
situation, or the people who are involved in it ■ the art/mu- 
sic/fashion world • the business and financial worlds ■ the 
world of the rich and famous — see also twilight world 
b : a group of thin^ of a particular type ■ the animal/plant/ 
insect world C : a particular environment ■ the natural 
world ■ exploring the underwater world • Technology is forev¬ 
er changing our world. 

5 [count] a : a particular part of human life and experience 
■ the physical/material/spiritual world b : the life and expe¬ 
riences of a particular person ■ His (whole/entire) world fell 
apart when his wife left him. ■ She acts as if she doesn’t have 
a care in the world. [=she acts as if she has no worries at all] 

6 [count] : a planet where there is life : a planet that is like 
Earth • stories about other worlds ■ a creature from another 
world 

7 [singular] informal : a great amount of something • He’s in 
a world of trouble. [=a lot of trouble] ■ The new mattress 
made a world of difference. ■ A vacation would do you a 
world of good. 

8 the world : all that is important : everything ■ I would 
give my children the world if I could. ■ She means the world 
to me. [=she is extremely important to me; I care about her 
very much] ■ It would mean the world to me if you came with 
me. ■ He thinks the world of you. [=he thinks very highly of 
you] 

all the time in the world : a great deal of time to do some¬ 
thing • Hurry up! We don’t have all the time in the world ! 
a world away from : completely different from (something) 
■ This small village is a world away from the hustle and bus¬ 
tle of the city. 

come down in the world : to become less wealthy, success¬ 
ful, etc. ■ It is sad to see how he has come down in the world, 
come into the world formal + literary : to be bom ■ Their 
son came into the world at 10:32 p.m. on January 14, 2003. 
dead to the world see ‘dead 

for all the world : in every way : exactly ■ The copy looked 
for all the world like the original. 
for the world informal : for any reason — used to make a 
statement more forceful ■ I wouldn’t miss your wedding^br 
the world. 

in the world informal : among many possibilities — used to 
make a question or statement more forceful ■ What in the 
world [-on earth] are you talking about? ■ Where in the 
world were you? • How in the world could you do that to 
her? ■ This is the best apple pie in the world. ■ There is noth¬ 
ing in the world I would like better than to go to your wed¬ 
ding. 

in your own world or in a world of your own > If you are/ 
live in a world of your own or are/live in your own (little) 
world, you spend so much time thinking about something 
that you do not notice what is happening around you. ■ I 
tried to talk to him, but he was in his own little world and 
didn’t seem to hear what I was saying. 

(it’s a) small world — used to show surprise when you 
meet someone you know at an unexpected place or find 
out that you share a friend, acquaintance, etc., with anoth¬ 
er person ■ You know him, too? Wow, it’s a small world, 
move up in the world : to become more wealthy, success¬ 
ful, etc. ■ He has really moved up in the world, 
not long for this world : about to die soon ■ His grandfa¬ 
ther is not long for this world, 
not the end of the world see 1 end 
on top of the world see ‘top 

out of this world informal : very good : excellent ■ My 
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mom’s apple pie is out of this world, 
promise (someone) the world see 2 promise 
set the world on fire also chiefly Brit set the world alight 
informal : to be very successful and attract a lot of atten¬ 
tion ■ The company is doing all right, but they haven’t ex¬ 
actly set the world on fire. 

the best of all (possible) worlds : the best possible situa¬ 
tion ■ The current economic situation is the best of all possi¬ 
ble worlds for investors. 

the best/worst of both worlds 4- When you have the best of 
both worlds, you have all the advantages of two different 
situations and none of the disadvantages. ■ I have the best of 
both worlds —a wonderful family and a great job. When 
you have the worst of both worlds, you have all the disad¬ 
vantages of two different situations and none of the advan¬ 
tages. ■ Living in the suburbs is the worst of both worlds — 
there’s neither the excitement of the city nor the quiet of 
the country. 

the (whole) world over : everywhere in the world ■ His 
books have entertained readers the world over, 
the world is your oyster see oyster 

world (is) coming to People say that they don't know 
what the world is coming to or they ask What is the world 
coming to? when they are shocked or disgusted by some¬ 
thing that has happened. ■ I don’t know what the world is 
coming to when so many poor children have to go to bed 
hungry every night. 

world revolves around 1 > If you think the world re¬ 
volves around you, you think that your own life, prob¬ 
lems, etc., are more important than other people’s. ■ I can’t 
just drop everything to help you. The world doesn’t revolve 
around you, you know. 2 ^ If your world revolves 
around (someone or something), that person or thing is 
extremely important in your life. ■ Their world revolves 
around their children. 

world(s) apart -❖■If something is a world apart from some¬ 
thing else, or if two people or things are worlds apart, they 
are completely different. ■ The place where she lives now is 
a world apart from the small town where she grew up. ■ 
They are worlds apart [=they disagree very much] on most 
issues. 

— see also man of the world, woman of the world 
2 WOrld ad), always used before a noun 

1 : of or relating to the whole world ■ world history /leaders ■ 
She broke the world record. ■ They won the world champion¬ 
ship. 

2 a : extending or found throughout the world : world¬ 
wide ■ world peace b : involving many parts of the world 
or the whole world ■ a world tour C : known or famous 
throughout the world ■ a world authority on gemstones 

world—beat-er /■wato.biita 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] : some¬ 
one or something that is better than all others of the same 
kind ■ He’s a pretty good golfer, but he’s no world-beater. 

— world—beaming /*wa4d,bi:tiD/ adj ■ a world-beating ath- 
lete/car 

WOrld—claSS adj : among the best in the world ■ a world- 
class athlete 

World Cup noun, pi Cups [count] : an international 
competition in a sport (such as soccer or hockey) ■ they won 
the World Cup ■ the World Cup finals 
world-famous ad) : famous throughout the world ■ a 
world-famous scientist 
world-ly /■waMli/ adj 

1 always used before a noun : of or relating to the human 
world and ordinary life rather than to religious or spiritual 
matters ■ worldly goods/pleasures 

2 [more most ~]: having a lot of practical experience and 
knowledge about life and the world ■ She is more worldly 
than her younger sister. 

— world-li-ness noun [noncount] 

WOrld-ly—wise /‘ws'ldliiwaiz/ adj [more most ~] : hav¬ 
ing or showing a lot of experience and knowledge about life 
and the world : worldly • He is very wordty-wise for some¬ 
one so young. 

world music noun [noncount] : popular music that is based 
on musical traditions from different parts of the world and 
that often has a rhythm that you can dance to 
world power noun, pi ~ -ers [count] : a country that is 
powerful enough to affect the entire world by its influence 
or actions 

WOrld—renOWned ad) ■ known and admired throughout 


the world : world-famous ■ a world-renowned authority 
on energy conservation 

World Series noun, pi World Series [count] 

1 baseball : the annual championship of the major leagues in 
the United States ■ the first game of the World Series ■ The 
team has played in three World Series. 

2 US: a contest or event that is the most important one of its 
kind ■ This tournament is the World Series of poker. 

world’s fair noun, pi ~~ fairs [count] chiefly US : a very 
large public event at which things from all over the world are 
displayed 

world-view /’wa-ld.vju:/ noun, pi -views [count] : the way 
someone thinks about the world ■ a scientific/religious/cul¬ 
tural worldview ■ The two groups have very different world¬ 
views. 

world war noun, pi wars : a war involving many nations 
of the world [count] the First World War = World War I [=the 
war that was fought mainly in Europe from 1914 to 1918] ■ 
the Second World War = World War II [=the war that was 
fought mainly in Europe and Asia from 1939 to 1945] ■ He 
fought in both World Wars, [noncount] The nations were 
prepared for world war. 

world—wea-ry / , wa4d,wiri/ adj [more most ~]: no long¬ 

er having or showing excitement or interest in life ■ a world- 
weary young man ■ She spoke in a world-weary voice. 

— world-wea-ri-ness noun [noncount] 

world-wide /"wald'waid/ adj : happening or existing in all 

parts of the world ■ worldwide disarmament ■ a worldwide 
network ■ News of the attack attracted worldwide attention. 

— worldwide adv ■ The disease affects millions of people 
worldwide. 

World Wide Web noun 

the World Wide Web : the part of the Internet that you can 
look at with a special program (called a browser) and that 
is made up of many documents which are linked together 
— abbr. www — called also the Web 
1 worm /'warn/ noun, pi worms 

1 [count] : a long, thin animal that has a soft body with no 
legs or bones and that often lives in the ground ■ I often see 
worms in the garden. ■ We always used worms as bait for fish¬ 
ing. — see also earthworm 

2 [count] : the young form of some insects that looks like a 
small worm — see also glowworm, silkworm 

3 [count] informal + disapproving : a person who is not liked 
or respected : a very bad person ■ I didn’t think that she 
would go on a date with that worm, [-wretch] 

4 worms [plural] : an infection or a disease caused by tiny 
worms that live inside the body of an animal or person ■ The 
veterinarian told us that our dog has worms. — see also 

ROUNDWORM, TAPEWORM 

5 [count] computers : a computer virus that causes damage 
to computers connected to each other by a network 

can of worms see 2 can 

the early bird catches/gets the worm see 2 early 
the worm turns informal — used to talk about how a situa¬ 
tion can suddenly change so that a person who has been 
weak, unlucky, unsuccessful, etc., can become strong, 
lucky, successful, etc. ■ The worm turns quickly in the 
world of politics. ■ Some investors believe that the worm 
has turned, and that the economy is getting better. 

— worm-like /'wam.laik/ adj [more most ~] • tiny worm¬ 
like creatures 

2 worm verb worms; wormed; worm-ing 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to move or 
proceed by twisting and turning [no obj] He slowly wormed 
through the crowd. [+ obj] He slowly wormed his way 
through the crowd. 

2 [+ obj] : to give (an animal) medicine that destroys the 
small worms that live inside it and cause illness ■ worm a 
puppy ■ You should have the dog vaccinated and wormed, 
worm into [phrasal verb] worm (your way or yourself) into 

(something) informal : to get (yourself) into (a desired po¬ 
sition, situation, etc.) in a gradual and usually clever or dis¬ 
honest way ■ I wormed my way into a job at the theater. ■ 
He somehow managed to worm himself back into her life. 
worm out of [phrasal verb] informal 1 worm (something) 
out of (someone): to get (information) from (someone) by 
asking many questions, by using clever methods of persua¬ 
sion, etc. ■ We’re still trying to worm it out of him. ■ She fi¬ 
nally wormed the truth out of him. [=she finally got him to 
tell her the truth] 2 worm out of (something) or worm 
(your way) out of (something) : to avoid doing (something) 
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in usually a clever or dishonest way ■ He always managed 
to worm his way out of doing the dishes, 
wornvhole /'wam.houl/ noun, pi -holes [count] 

1 : a hole or passage made by a worm • We found tiny worm- 
holes in the potatoes. 

2 technical : a hole or tunnel in outer space that some people 
believe connects two very distant places ■ a wormhole in 
space 

worm-wood /'wOTn,wud/ noun [ noncount \: a plant that has 
a bitter taste 

wormy /'w^mi/ am worm-l-er; -est [also more —; most —] 

1 : full of worms or damaged by worms ■ wormy fruit 

2 : resembling a worm ■ wormy [=wormlike ] creatures 
worn past participle of 1 wear 

WOm—OUt /'wofrn'aut/ actf [more —; most ~] 

1 of a thing : too old or damaged from use to be used any 
longer • My jeans were wom-out and 1 needed a new pair. ■ 
worn-out seat cushions 

2 : very tired : exhausted ■ I’m wom-out after that hike. ■ 
The horses are wom-out from the long ride. 

WOr-ried /'warid/ acli [more —; most ~]: feeling or showing 
fear and concern because you think that something bad has 
happened or could happen ■ Her parents became worried 
when she didn’t come home by dark. ■ We were worried that 
we would arrive late. • She’s always worried about money. ■ 
I’m not worried at all about the weather. • She had a worried 
look on her face. ■ I’m very worried about the test results. ■ 
He has plenty to be worried about. ■ We’ve been worried sick 
[=extremely worriedl about you! • You had me worried there 
for a moment—I thought that you really hurt yourself. ■ Oh, 
I’m so glad you’re not quitting! You really had me worried. 

— worried. ly /•waridli/ adv 

WOr-ri-er /'warijay noun, pi -ers [count] : a person who wor¬ 
ries too much or who worries about unimportant things ■ 
She’s a real worrier. ■ He’s such a worrier. 

WOr-ri-SOme /'warisam/ am [more —; most ~] chiefly US 
: causing people to worry ■ worrisome [=upsetting] news ■ 
There is the worrisome possibility of hurricane damage on 
the coast. ■ a very worrisome situation 
1 wor-ry /'wari/ verb -rles; -rled; -ry-ing 

1 : to think about problems or fears : to feel or show fear 
and concern because you think that something bad has hap¬ 
pened or could happen [no obj\ We didn’t want you to wor¬ 
ry. • Don’t worry. You’ll be fine. ■ Don’t make your parents 
worry. ■ When they didn’t call after two hours, we began to 
worry. ■ They were fine. We needn’t have worried. — often + 
about ■ Let the travel agent worry about the details. ■ Haven’t 
we got enough to worry about ? ■ We don’t have to worry 
about choosing a restaurant. [=someone else will choose a 
restaurant] ■ The nurse said her condition was nothing to 
worry about. [=her condition was not serious] ■ I’ll take care 
of it. Don’t worry about a thing. — sometimes + over - She 
worried over her husband’s health. [+ obj] — + that ■ Medical 
experts worry that a new strain of the virus will be more diffi¬ 
cult to contain. ■ We worry that children don’t get enough ex¬ 
ercise. ■ My parents worry [-fear] that I won’t go to college. 

2 [+ obj\ : to make (someone) anxious or upset : to cause 
(someone) to worry • His poor health worries me. ■ What’s 
worrying you? [=what is causing you to feel upset?] ■ It 
doesn’t seem to worry him that rain is in the forecast. • We 
didn’t tell you about the accident because we didn’t want to 
worry you. ■ Don’t worry yourself. [=don’t be upset or con¬ 
cerned] ■ He worried himself sick [=he was extremely wor¬ 
ried] before the exam. 

not to worry informal — used to say that there is no cause 
for concern or worry ■ “It looks like we’re almost out of 
milk." “ Not to worry. I’ll get some more when I go to the 
store this afternoon.” 

worry at [phrasal verb] worry at (something) chiefly Brit 1 
: to pull, twist, or bite (something) repeatedly ■ The dog 
was in the comer worrying at a bone. 2 : to try to solve (a 
problem) by thinking about it for a long time ■ She kept 
worrying at the problem all day. 

2 worry noun, pi -rles 

1 [ noncount ]: a feeling of concern about something bad that 
might happen : the state or condition of worrying about 
something : anxiety ■ His mother’s health is a constant 
source of wony. [=concem] • She finally ended months of 
worry over her credit card debt when she finished paying off 
her bill. ■ His high blood pressure is cause for worry. ■ Her 
parents have been sick with worry [=extremely worried] for 
days since the accident. 


2 [count] : a problem or concern : something that causes 
you to be worried ■ Our greatest worry is that she’ll get lost. ■ 
His only worry right now is getting to the airport on time. ■ 
What’s your worry ? [=what are you worried about?] ■ His 
money worries [= difficulties ] are over. ■ His mother’s health is 
a constant worry. ■ Her lost luggage was the least of her wor¬ 
ries [=an unimportant problem] at the moment. 
no worries chiefly Australia + Brit, informal — used to say 
that there is no reason to worry ■ “What if we miss the 
bus?" “ No worries [=no problem ], there’s another one in 
seven minutes.” 

worry beads noun [plural] : small beads on a string that 
people hold and move with their fingers in order to have 
something to do when they are nervous 

WOr-ry-wart /'wa-ri.woa't/ noun, pi -warts [count] US, infor¬ 
mal : a person who worries too much or who worries about 
things that are not important • My father is a real worrywart. 

1 worse /‘was/ am, comparative form of 1 bad 

1 : lower in quality ■ His schoolwork/grades got worse after 
his parents split up. • Her second book was worse than her 
first one. ■ Her first book was bad, but her second one is even 
worse. ■ This one is no worse than that one. 

2 : less pleasant, attractive, appealing, effective, useful, etc. • 
Could the situation get any worse ? ■ You have even worse 
luck than I do. ■ It turned out to be a worse idea than we orig¬ 
inally thought. ■ She ended up in worse shape than when she 
started. ■ Things are bad for him now, but he was in a worse 
situation last week. ■ Cheer up. Things could be worse, you 
know. ■ I have even/still worse news for you. ■ He broke the 
vase but what Is worse, he lied to me about it. ■ There’s noth¬ 
ing worse than having wet socks. • My car broke down, and 
fo make matters worse, I can’t afford to fix it. [=the situation 
is even worse because I can’t afford to fix it] 

3 : more serious or severe ■ Her symptoms have gotten/ 
grown worse. ■ Don’t scratch your rash or you’ll make it 
worse. ■ Lying will only get you into worse trouble. ■ The rain 
got worse as the day went on. 

4 a : in poorer health than before ■ We thought she had re¬ 
covered, but then she got/grew/became worse. • I feel worse 
today than I felt yesterday. ■ The medicine seems to have 
made the patient worse, b : less happy or pleased ■ After we 
talked, I felt even worse. ■ The more I dwelled on my mis¬ 
takes, the worse I felt. 

5 : less appropriate or acceptable • There are worse ways to 
spend your money/time. ■ You couldn’t have picked a worse 
time to ask for a raise. 

6 : less morally right or good ■ It may be no worse to cheat 
than to steal. ■ People have done worse things. 

7 : less skillful ■ He’s a worse dancer than I am. ■ I’ve gotten 
worse at golf. 

from bad to worse see ‘bad 

worse for wear see 2 wear 

your bark Is worse than your bite see 2 bark 

2 worse adv, comparative form of badly 

1 : in a worse way ■ I did much worse on my second try. ■ 
You drive worse than he does. ■ That isn’t an excellent score, 
but you could have done worse. ■ She was hurt worse than I 
was. 

2 — used to say that what is going to be described is worse 
than what was mentioned before ■ I got into an accident and 
suffered a cut on my arm. Worse, my car was totaled. ■ I was 
scared that they were going to laugh at me—or worse, beat 
me up. ■ She found out that he was cheating on her. Even 
worse, her friends knew that he was and never told her. 
could do worse — used to say that a particular choice, ac¬ 
tion, etc., is not a bad one ■ You could do worse than to vote 
for her. [=voting for her would be a good idea] 

3 worse noun [noncount] : something that is worse ■ I didn’t 
want to tell her that worse was yet to come. ■ Her accusations 
don’t bother me. I’ve been accused of worse. ■ The patient's 
condition took a turn for the worse [^became worse] over¬ 
night. ■ When I lost my job, my life took a turn for the worse, 
for better or (for) worse see 3 better 
If (the) worse comes to (the) worst, If worse comes to 
worse see 3 worst 

wors-en /'wjso/ verb -ens; -ened; -en-lng : to make 
(something) worse or to become worse [+ obj] Spending 
more money is only going to worsen the problem, [no obj] 
The situation has worsened. ■ worsening conditions 

worse off am 

1 : having less money and possessions : less wealthy ■ He was 
worse off financially than he was before. 
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2 : in a worse position ■ If you quit school, you will be worse 

, off. 

1 worship /"wa-Jap/ verb -ships; -shipped also US 
-shlped; -ship-ping also Lff-ship-ing 

1 [+ obj] : to honor or respect (someone or something) as a 
god ■ Many ancient cultures worshipped the sun and moon. 

2 : to show respect and love for God or for a god especially 
by praying, having religious services, etc. [no obf\ They wor¬ 
ship at this temple. [+ obj ] I worship God in my own way. 

3 : to love or honor (someone or something) very much or 
too much [+ obj ] As a kid I worshipped [=idolized\ my broth¬ 
er. ■ Our society worships money. ■ He worships the ground 
she walks on. [=he admires/loves her very much] [no obj\ 
My parents worship at the altar of money. [=my parents val¬ 
ue money too much] 

- wor-ship-pera/so US wor>ship-er noun, pi -shippers 
aho US -ship-ers [count] • worshippers of Buddha — see 
also SUN WORSHIPPER 
2 WOrship noun 

1 [noncount] : the act of showing respect and love for a god 
especially by praying with other people who believe in the 
same god ; the act of worshipping God or a god ■ worship of 
gods and goddesses ■ The ceremony will be held at our place/ 
house of worship. [=at our church, synagogue, etc.] ■ Wor¬ 
ship services are held daily. 

2 [noncount ] : excessive admiration for someone • the me¬ 
dia’s worship of celebrities — see also hero worship 

3 Worship [count] Brit — used as a title when addressing or 
referring to certain officials (such as mayors and magis¬ 
trates); used with his, her, your, or their ■ Thank you, your 
Worship. 

WOr*ship*ful /'wa^fapfal/ adj [more most ~] : feeling or 
showing great admiration and love for someone or some¬ 
thing ■ She was greeted by thousands of worshipful fans. 

1 worst Ava-st/ adj, superlative form of 1 bad 

1 a : worse than all others ■ This is the worst car I’ve ever 
bought. ■ In my opinion, it’s her worst book. ■ It was the worst 
movie I’ve ever seen. ■ His worst quality is his impatience. ■ 
This has got to be the worst day of my life. ■ The worst part of 
working there is the long commute. • My worst fears came 
true. ■ I am my own worst critic. [=1 criticize my work more 
harshly than anyone else] ■ He lives in the worst area of the 
city, b : least skillful, talented, or successful ■ He is the 
worst singer I’ve ever heard. ■ They’re the worst team ever. 

2 : least appropriate, useful, or helpful ■ That is the worst ad¬ 
vice I’ve ever heard. ■ I’m having the worst luck today. ■ Leav¬ 
ing now is the worst thing you could do. ■ He is the worst per¬ 
son to ask for advice. ■ You’ve picked the worst time to come 
over. ■ She called at the worst possible moment. 

in the worst way US, informal : very much ■ I want a new 
bike in the worst way. 

worst of all — used to refer to the least pleasant or appeal¬ 
ing part of something that has many bad parts ■ I forgot my 
backpack, was late for class, and worst of all, I studied the 
wrong material for the test. 
your own worst enemy see enemy 
2 WOrst adv, superlative form of badly : in the worst way : in a 
way that is worse than all others ■ My sister was hurt worst. • 
the areas worst hit by the drought ■ She was voted the worst- 
dressed celebrity of 2005. 

3 worst noun 

1 the worst : the worst person or thing ■ What’s the worst 
that can happen? ■ When it comes to dancing, he is the worst. 
• That movie was the worstl ■ He is the worst of the bunch. ■ 
They warned us to expect/fear the worst [=assume that 
something very bad would happen] ■ Go ahead, do your 
worst [=hurt me as much as you can]! I’m not afraid of you! 
: the worst group of people or things ■ This city’s schools are 
the worst in the nation. = This city’s schools are the nation’s 
worst. ■ He is one of the worst in the class. ■ They are the worst 
of enemies. [=they dislike each other very much] : the worst 
part of something ■ Even in the worst of times, she was hope¬ 
ful. ■ It’s still raining, but the worst of the storm is over now. ■ 
The worst of it is, I don’t even know how to contact her. ■ 
The company was operating on high costs and low prices— 
the worst of both worlds. 

2 [singular] : someone’s or something’s least effective or 
pleasant condition : someone’s or something’s worst condi¬ 
tion — used in phrases like at your worst and at its worst • 
This is politics at its worst. • He’s at his worst when he’s drunk. 
■ She visited us when the house was at its worst. 

at worst — used to refer to a result, condition, etc., that is 


the worst one possible ■ At worst, you’ll have to pay a fine, 
but you won’t lose your license. ■ He hoped that at worst he 
would suffer only a minor loss in the investment. ■ At best 
the government is incompetent, and at worst, it is totally 
corrupt. 

bring out the worst in <>■ If someone or something brings 
out the worst in you, that person or thing causes you to use 
or show your worst qualities. ■ She seems to bring out the 
worst in him. ■ I think competition brings out the worst in 
people. ■ Drinking brings out the worst in him. [=makes him 
behave very badly] 

get the worst of it : to lose a fight, argument, battle, etc. ■ 
The bruises on his face after the fight showed that he’d got¬ 
ten the worst of it. 

if (the) worst comes to (the) worst or if (the) worse 
comes to (the) worst also if worse comes to worse : if 

the worst possible thing happens ■ If worst comes to worst, 
you can always ask me for help. 

WOr*Sted /'wustad/ noun [noncount] : a type of cloth or yam 
made from wool ■ a suit made of worsted 
1 worth /'w aQ!prep 

la — used to indicate the value of something ■ a ruby worth 
five million dollars ■ This painting is worth a fortune. ■ You 
should be paid what your labor is worth. ■ Each correct an¬ 
swer is worth five points, b : having money and possessions 
equal in value to (an amount) ■ an actor worth several million 
dollars ■ The corporation is worth billions of dollars. 

2 : good, valuable, or important enough for (something) 

: deserving of (something) ■ A carefully written cover letter 
and resume is worth the effort. ■ It takes a long time to get a 
table at the restaurant, but the food is well worth the wait. ■ 
The movie was good, but I didn’t think it was worth all the 
fuss/hype. ■ It’s worth a try. = It’s worth trying. ■ Chicago is 
worth a visit. I think you’ll really like it. ■ Do you think the 
car is worth buying? ■ It is worth noting/mentioning that his 
father and mother are also doctors. ■ This book is not worth 
reading. ■ an idea well worth consideration ■ Going to college 
was worth every penny. ■ This contract isn’t worth the paper 
it’s written/printed on. [=this contract has no real value; this 
contract is not legally valid] • I promise that speaking with 
her will be worth your while. [=speaking with her will be a 
good/useful thing for you to do] ■ I had to sacrifice all of my 
free time to make this film, but in the end, it was all worth it 

• The repairs cost a lot of money, but they were worth it. ■ It’s 
not worth fixing the car. = It’s not worth it to fix the car. = 
The car is not worth fixing. 

a bird in the hand is worth two In the bush see bird 
a picture is worth a thousand words — used to say that it 
is often easier to show something in a picture than to de¬ 
scribe it with words 

for all something or someone is worth : to the fullest ex¬ 
tent possible : as much as possible or with as much effort 
as possible ■ They milked/exploited their advantage for all 
it was worth. [=they used their advantage to help them¬ 
selves as much as they could] ■ He was fighting for all he 
was worth. [=fighting as hard as he could] ■ I ran for all I 
was worth. [=as fast as I could] 

for what it’s worth — used to say that you are not sure how 
helpful something you are about to say will be • For what 
it’s worth, I don’t think your dad meant to insult you. 
not worth the candle see candle 
worth your salt see ‘salt 
worth your weight in gold see 'gold 
2 worth noun [noncount] 

1 : an amount of something that has a specified value, that 
lasts for a specified length of time, etc. — + of* He bought 40 
dollars' worth of gas. [=an amount of gas that costs 40 dollars] 
■ We carried a week’s worth of food [=an amount of food that 
will last for a week] on the hike. ■ She has 15 years’ worth of 
experience in advertising. [=she has worked in advertising 
for 15 years] ■ 30 pounds’ worth of rice [=an amount of rice 
weighing 30 pounds] ■ She wrote a whole album’s worth of 
songs. [=she wrote enough songs to make an album] ■ A 
whole day’s worth of work was erased when I deleted the file. 

2 : the amount of money that something is worth : value ■ 
A diamond’s worth is determined partly by its cut and clarity. 

• The worth of the stocks has increased. ■ The furniture was 
of little worth since it was in such bad condition. ■ His Per¬ 
sonal worth is estimated at five million dollars. [=all of his 
money and possessions are worth about five million dollars] 

3 : usefulness or importance : value ■ The painting is of lit¬ 
tle artistic worth. = The painting has little artistic worth. 
[=merit] • He has proved his worth to the team. • The book 
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has proved its worth by saving me hundreds of dollars. 
your money’s worth see money 
worth-less /'wa-Otas/ adj [more most ~] 

1 a : having no financial value ■ worthless coins/stocks b 
: having no use, importance, or effect ■ This land is worthless 
[=useless\ for agriculture. ■ The boots may be nice, but 
they’re worthless if they don’t fit you. ■ a worthless guarantee 
■ an uninformed, worthless opinion 

2 : having no good qualities ■ a worthless coward ■ She’s de¬ 
pressed and believes that she’s worthless. 

— worthdess-ness noun [noncount] • feelings of worthless¬ 
ness ■ the worthlessness of his argument 

worth-while /'wa-Gjwajal/ ad) [more most ~]: worth do¬ 
ing or getting : good enough, important enough, etc., to be 
worth spending time, effort, or money on ■ a worthwhile in¬ 
vestment ■ The money is for a worthwhile cause/charity. ■ 
The trip was worthwhile. ■ Seeing my children’s joy made 
building the tree house all worthwhile. ■ Is it worthwhile to try 
to fix my computer? 

1 wor-thy /'waQi/ adj wor-thi-er; -est [or more most ~] 

1 : good and deserving respect, praise, or attention ■ Your 
donations will be going to a worthy cause. • I consider him a 
worthy opponent. ■ She is a worthy successor to the mayor. 

2 : having enough good qualities to be considered impor¬ 
tant, useful, etc. — usually + of ■ Your achievements are wor¬ 
thy of respect. [=your achievements deserve respect] ■ The 
suggestion is worthy of consideration. • Her latest book is 
worthy of mention. ■ My girlfriend’s parents felt that I wasn’t 
worthy of her. [=felt that I was not good enough to be her 
boyfriend] — sometimes followed by to + verb ■ The voters 
will decide if he is worthy to become governor. 

worthy of : good enough to have been written, said, done, 
or created by (someone, especially someone famous) ■ a 
symphony worthy of Mahler [=the kind of symphony that 
Mahler would write] — see also ‘worthy 2 (above) 

— wor-thi-ness /'waQinas/ noun [noncount] ■ He must 
prove his worthiness to lead the country. 

2 worthy noun, pi wor-thies [count] : an important or re¬ 
spected person — often used in a joking or disapproving way 
to refer to people who think of themselves as important ■ 
The party was attended by the mayor and a large group of 
local worthies. 

would /'wud, wad, ad/ verb [modal verb] 

1 — used to indicate what someone said or thought about 
what was going to happen or be done ■ She said she would be 
leaving soon. [=she said, "I will be leaving soon”] • She said 
(that) she would help me with my project. ■ He thought (that) 
the drive would take about two hours. ■ I had no idea where 
the path would lead me. ■ They knew (that) I would enjoy the 
trip. ■ I never thought that she would lie to me. 

2 — used to talk about a possible situation that has not hap¬ 
pened or that you are imagining ■ You would look good in a 
tuxedo. ■ If I could leave work early, I would. ■ It would be a 
shame to miss the party. ■ What would you do if you won the 
lottery? ■ You would be stupid to quit your job. = It would be 
stupid (of you) to quit your job. [=if you quit your job, you 
will be doing something stupid] ■ Things would be different if 
I still had that job. ■ If you lived closer, I would see you every 
day. • If they were coming, they would be here by now. 

3 — used with have to talk about something that did not 
happen or was not done ■ She would have won the race if she 
hadn’t tripped. ■ I would have stopped by your house had I 
known you were home. ■ If you had told me that you were 
coming, I would have picked you up at the airport. 

4 — used to say what you think someone should do or to ask 
for someone’s opinion about what to do ■ If I were you, I 
would go to the hospital. [=1 think that you should go to the 
hospital] • I would take the train instead of driving into the 
city. ■ I would turn back if I were you. ■ What would you do 
in my situation? 

5 — used to say that you want to do or have something ■ We 
would like to help [=we want to help] in any way we can. ■ I'd 
like to help, but I’m too busy. ■ She would like to attend col¬ 
lege, but she can’t afford it right now. ■ I would rather have 
ice cream than cheesecake. = (more commonly) I’d rather 
have ice cream than cheesecake. ■ I’d rather not go out this 
evening. [=1 don’t want to go out this evening] ■ I would 
sooner die than be enslaved. ■ I’d sooner starve than eat that 
disgusting food. 

6 — used to ask a polite question or to make a polite re¬ 
quest, offer, invitation, etc. ■ Would you please help us? ■ 
Would you care for some tea? ■ She asked if I would have din¬ 


ner with her. ■ Would you mind making a little less noise? = 
Please make a little less noise, would you? ■ Would you come 
this way, please? [=please come this way] ■ Would it be all 
right if we left a little early? ■ I would like to see the wine list. 

■ Would you like to join me for dinner? ■ Would anyone like 
more coffee? 

7 a — used to say that you are willing to do something ■ I 
would be glad/delighted to help. = I’d be glad/delighted to 
help. ■ I would do anything to protect my children, b — 
used in negative statements to say that someone was not will¬ 
ing to do something ■ He would not help us. = (more com¬ 
monly) He wouldn’t help us. [=he refused to help us] 

8 — used to express a wish ■ I wish that he would call me 
more often. = I wish he'd call me more often. 

9 — used to express your opinion ■ I would hate to have that 
job. ■ I would love to be in her position. 

10 — used to talk about something that always or often hap¬ 
pened in the past ■ When my friend still lived here, we would 
eat lunch together every day. ■ She would always take the 
nine o’clock bus. = She ’d always take the nine o’clock bus. 

11 — used with so (that) to explain why something was done 

■ I packed the vase carefully so that it would survive the trip. ■ 
We left early so we would be sure to arrive on time. 

12 — used to say what you think is probably true ■ I would 
say that he looks to be around sixty. [=he looks like he might 
be sixty years old, but I’m not sure] ■ I would think/hope that 
he was telling the truth, but I really don’t know. • “How long 
will it take?” “I would imagine it will take about an hour.” 

13 — used to say that something is possible or likely ■ I think 
my swimming pool would [=could] hold 20,000 gallons of wa¬ 
ter. 

14 — used to express your displeasure with behavior that 
you think is typical of someone ■ “He said that you were the 
one who made the mistake.” “He would say that, wouldn’t 
he? What a jerk.” 

15 old-fashioned + literary — used to say that you wish 
something was true, had happened, etc. ■ I would [=ww/i] I 
were young again. — usually + that ■ I would [=wish] that he 
had lived. = Would that he had lived. 

how would l/we know — used to say that you do not know 
the answer to a question and are surprised that you were 
asked it ■ "Where did they go?” "How would I know 7" 
WOlild—be /'wud'bi:/ adj, always used before a noun — used 
to describe someone who hopes to be a particular person or 
type of person ■ a would-be poet/writer [=a person who 
wants to be a poet/writer] ■ a would-be hero ■ tips for would- 
be mothers 

wouldn’t /'wudnt/ — used as a contraction of would not ■ I 
wouldn’t call him if I were you. ■ I knocked on his door, but 
he wouldn’t answer. 

WOUld’ve /'wudav/ — used as a contraction of would have ■ 
I would've picked you up from the airport if I had known you 
were coming. 

1 wound /'wu:nd/ noun, pi wounds [count] 

1 : an injury that is caused when a knife, bullet, etc., cuts or 
breaks the skin ■ She suffered/received a knife/stab wound 
to/in her thigh. ■ a gunshot/bullet wound — see also flesh 
wound 

2 : a feeling of sadness, anger, etc., that is caused by some¬ 
thing bad that has happened to you ■ Her mother’s scorn left 
a wound that never healed. ■ Talking about her divorce 
opened up some old wounds. [=caused her to again have old 
feelings of anger, sadness, etc.] ■ emotional wounds 

lick your wounds see ‘lick 
rub salt in/into someone’s wounds see 'rub 
time heals all wounds see 'time 
twist/turn the knife In the wound see ‘knife 
2 wound verb wounds; wound-ed; wound-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to injure (someone or something) by cutting or breaking 
the skin ■ Four people were seriously/badly wounded in the 
explosion. ■ The soldier’s leg was wounded by a grenade. 

2 : to cause (someone) to feel emotional pain ■ I was wound¬ 
ed [ -hurt ] by her remarks. ■ Losing the match wounded his 
pride/ego. 

3 wound /'waund /past tense and past participle o/ 2 wind 
WOU nd-ed /'wuindad/ adj 

1 : injured by a weapon - badly wounded soldiers 

2 : feeling emotional pain ■ wounded pride ■ a wounded ego ■ 
healing a wounded nation 

the wounded : people who have been wounded ■ They car¬ 
ried the wounded off the battlefield. ■ help for the walking 
wounded [=people who are injured but still able to walk] 


1895 


wound up • wreck 


wound up aiij, not used before a noun [more —; most ~] in- 
formal : nervous or excited ■ Don’t get the kids all wound up. 
• The crowd was wound up when the band came on stage, 
wove past tense o/ 1 weave 
woven past participle of ’weave 
1 WOW /'wau/ interj — used to show that you are very sur¬ 
prised or pleased ■ fVow! This is delicious! ■ Oh, wowl I can’t 
believe you came! 

2 WOW verb wows; wowed; wow-lng [+ obj] informal : to im¬ 
press or excite (someone) very much ■ Her performance 
wowed the critics, 
wpm abbr words per minute 

wrack /'rak/ verb wracks; wracked; wrack-ing [+ obj\ 
: to cause (someone or something) to suffer pain or damage 
: rack — usually used as (be) wracked ■ a neighborhood 
wracked by poverty ■ a criminal who is wracked by/with guilt 
[=a criminal who feels very guilty] 
wraith /’reiG/ noun, pi wraiths [count] : the spirit of a dead 
person : ghost 

— wraith-like /'rei0,laik/ adj ■ a wraithlike figure 
^ran-gle /'rseogal/ verb wran-gles; wran-gled; wran¬ 
gling 

1 [no obj ] : to argue angrily with someone ■ They were wran¬ 
gling over/about money. 

2 [+ obj] US, informal : to get (something) by clever methods 
or by persuading someone ■ He managed to wrangle [= wan¬ 
gle ] a couple of tickets to the concert. 

3 [+ obj] US: to control and care for (horses, cattle, etc.) on a 
ranch ■ He made a living wrangling horses. 

2 wrangle noun, pi wrangles [count] : a dispute that lasts for 
a long time ■ They had a bitter wrangle over custody of their 
children. • a salary wrangle 

wran-gler /'rgeggaW noun, pi -glers [count] US : a person 
who takes care of horses on a ranch : cowboy 
1 wrafi /'rap/ verb wraps; wrapped; wrap-ping 

1 [+ obj] a : to cover (something) by winding or folding a 
piece of material around it ■ They were busy wrapping pre¬ 
sents late on Christmas Eve. — often + up, in, or with ■ Could 
you wrap this box up for me? = Could you wrap up this box 
for me? ■ The nurse wrapped the baby in a blanket. ■ She 
wrapped her hair in a towel. ■ magazines wrapped in plastic ■ 
The handle of the bat was wrapped with tape, b : to wind or 
fold (something) around something else ■ Ribbons were 
wrapped around the dancers’ arms. ■ She wrapped a scarf 
around her neck. ■ He wrapped tape around the bat’s handle. 
C : to put (your arms, legs, etc.) around someone or some¬ 
thing ■ I wrapped my arms around her. ■ She wrapped her legs 
around a pillow. ■ He wrapped his hands around the trophy. 

2 [no obj] : to go around something ■ The line of people went 
out the door and wrapped around the comer. 

3 : to finish filming a movie or television show or one of its 
scenes [no obj] After the movie wraps [=after the filming of 
the movie is completed], we’ll hold a party for the cast and 
crew. [+ obj] Let’s wrap this scene (up). 

wrap (someone) around your (little) finger informal : to 
have complete control over (someone) ■ She has him 
wrapped around her little finger. [=she controls him com¬ 
pletely; he always does what she wants him to do] 
wrap up [phrasal verb] 1 wrap (something) up or wrap up 
(something) or wrap up : to finish or end (something) ■ 
Let’s wrap this meeting up. ■ The teacher quickly wrapped 
up her lecture toward the end of class. ■ The meeting 
wrapped up [=ended] at four o’clock. — see also wrap-up 
2 wrapped up In 4- If you are wrapped up in something, 
you are fully involved or interested in it. ■ I was (complete¬ 
ly) wrapped up in my work, so I didn’t hear you come in. 
wrap your mind around US, informal : to find a way to un¬ 
derstand or accept (something) ■ I just couldn’t wrap my 
mind around what had happened. 

2 wrap noun, pi wraps 

1 [noncount] : material used for covering or wrapping some¬ 
thing " holiday gift wrap — see also plastic wrap, shrink¬ 
wrap 

2 [count] : a piece of clothing that is wrapped around a per¬ 
son’s shoulders, waist, etc. 

3 [count] : a thin piece of bread that is rolled around a filling 
of meat, vegetables, etc. ■ a chicken/veggie wrap 

4 [count] : a treatment for your skin that involves covering 
your entire body with something (such as wet cloth or sea¬ 
weed) ■ I got a body wrap at the spa. 

5 [count] : a bandage that you wear around a part of your 
body to treat or prevent an injury ■ a leg/elbow wrap 


it’s a wrap or that’s a wrap — used to say that the filming 
of a movie or television show or one of its scenes is fin¬ 
ished ■ It’s a wrap, folks. We can go home now. 
under wraps informal : known to only a few people : se¬ 
cret ■ The name of the movie is being kept under wraps. 

wrap-around /'rEepa.raund/ adj, always used before a noun 
: going all or most of the way around something * wrap¬ 
around sunglasses • a wraparound porch ■ a wraparound cov¬ 
er illustration 

wrap-per /'rsepa 1 / noun, pi -pers [count] : a thin piece of pa¬ 
per, plastic, etc., that covers or surrounds something to pro¬ 
tect it ■ a candy bar wrapper 

wrapping noun, pi -pings : a thin piece of paper, plastic, 
fabric, etc., that covers or surrounds something to protect it 
[noncount] She tore the wrapping off the present, [count] 
Some of the mummy’s wrappings had been removed. 

wrapping paper noun [noncount] : paper that is used to 
wrap gifts 

wrap-up /'r 2 ep,Ap/ noun.pl -ups [count] US \ a brief state¬ 
ment that gives the most important information about what 
has happened or been done : summary ■ a news wrap-up — 
often + of' Can you give me a wrap-up of the game? — see 
also wrap up at ’wrap 

wrath /'rzeG, Brit 'roG/ noun [noncount] formal + old- 
fashioned : extreme anger ■ the wrath of the gods — some¬ 
times used figuratively ■ These buildings somehow survived 
the hurricane’s wrath, synonyms see ’anger 
— wrath-ful /"rxOfal, Brit 'roGfal/ adj [more most ~] ■ 
wrathful deities 

wreak /'ri:k/ verb wreaks; wreaked; wreak-ing [+ obj] 
: to cause (something very harmful or damaging) ■ Gangs 
have been wreaking mayhem in the city. — usually + on or 
upon ■ The hurricane wreaked terrible damage/destruction 
on coastal cities. ■ the devastation that alcoholism can wreak 
upon families ■ The virus wreaked havoc on my computer. 
[=the virus caused great damage to my computer] ■ He swore 
to wreak vengeance/revenge on them, 
wreath /'ri:0/ noun, pi wreaths 
/'ri;az, 'ri:0s/ [count] 

1 a ; an arrangement of leaves or 
flowers in the shape of a circle 
that is worn or placed as a sign of 
honor or victory ■ The President 
laid a wreath of flowers on the he¬ 
ro’s grave. ■ The ancient Romans 
awarded laurel wreaths to win¬ 
ners of athletic contests, b : an 
arrangement of leaves, flowers, 
fruits, etc., in the shape of a circle 
that is used for decoration ■ Every 
December, I put a Christmas 
wreath on my front door. 

2 literary : something that is shaped like a circle ■ a wreath of 
flame ■ a wreath of stars 

wreathe /'ri:6/ verb wreathes; wreathed; wreath-ing [+ 

obj] literary : to surround or cover (something) ■ Mist 
wreathed the forest. • buildings wreathed with ivy — often + 
in ■ mountaintops wreathed in clouds — sometimes used fig¬ 
uratively ■ She was wreathed in glory. • His face was wreathed 
in smiles. [=he was very happy and was smiling a lot] 

1 wreck /'rck/ noun, pi wrecks [count] 

1 a : a vehicle, airplane, etc., that has been badly damaged 
or destroyed ■ Firefighters pulled him from the (car) wreck. 
b : a ruined or destroyed ship : shipwreck ■ a sunken 
wreck 

2 US : an accident in which a car, airplane, train, etc., is bad¬ 
ly damaged or destroyed ■ This car has never been in a wreck. 
• a car/train/plane wreck 

3 informal : a person who is very tired, ill, worried, or un¬ 
happy • The stress of her final exams made her a wreck. • Dad 
was a nervous wreck on the day I had my surgery. 

4 informal : something that is not in good condition ■ Who 
would buy this wreck of a car? ■ The house is a wreck. 

2 wreck verb wrecks; wrecked; wreck-ing [+ obj] 

1 : to damage (something) so badly that it cannot be re¬ 
paired ■ I wrecked my mother’s car. ■ Many houses were 
wrecked by the hurricane. * a wrecked car 

2 : to ruin or destroy (something) ■ The affair wrecked his 
marriage. ■ Even though the rumor was false, it wrecked 
[-ruined] her career. ■ Bad weather wrecked our vacation. 

3 : to destroy (a ship) by crashing it into something — usual- 
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ly used as (be) wrecked ■ The ship was wrecked off the coast 
of Ireland. 

wreck-age /'rekicfe/nown [ noncount ]: the broken parts of a 
vehicle, building, etc., that has been badly damaged or de¬ 
stroyed • Workers sifted through the wreckage of the build¬ 
ing, searching for bodies. ■ They cleared the wreckage from 
the track. 

wrecked adj, not used before a noun, slang : very drunk ■ He 
came home totally wrecked last night, 
wreck-er /'reka^/ noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 US : a truck that takes away cars that are damaged or not 
working : tow truck 

2 : someone or something that destroys something — used 
in combination ■ Lying about your education is a surefire 
career -wrecker. ■ a home-wrecker [=someone who has an af¬ 
fair with a married person and causes that person’s marriage 
to fail] 

wrecking ball noun,pi ~ balls [count] : a large, heavy ball 
that is used to knock down buildings ■ They saved the old 
factory from the wrecking ball. [=from being destroyed] 
wren /'ren/ noun, pi wrens [count] : a small bird with brown 
feathers and a short tail that points upward — see color pic¬ 
ture on page C9 

1 wrench /'rentf/ noun, pi wrench-es 

1 [count] US : a tool consisting of a handle with one end de¬ 
signed to hold, twist, or turn an object (such as a bolt or nut) 
■ an adjustable wrench — called also (Brit) spanner, see pic¬ 
ture at carpentry; see also monkey wrench, socket 

WRENCH 

2 [count] : a violent twisting or pulling movement — usually 
singular ■ He snapped the tree’s thick root with a wrench of 
the shovel. 

3 [singular] chiefly Brit : something unpleasant that happens 
and that causes you to feel emotional pain • It was a wrench 
to say goodbye to all my friends. 

throw a wrench into the works US, informal : to damage 
or change (something) in a way that ruins it or prevents it 
from working properly ■ We were going to renew our lease, 
but the landlord threw a wrench into the works [=(Brit) 
threw a spanner into the works] by increasing the rent. 
2 wrench verb wrenches; wrenched; wrench-ing 

1 : to twist and pull with a sudden violent motion [no obj] I 
tried to wrench free from his grip. [+ obj] I tried to wrench 
myself free from his grip. — often used figuratively ■ I have 
trouble wrenching myself away from a good book. ■ an emo¬ 
tionally wrenching experience [=a very sad/painful experi¬ 
ence] ■ a heart-wrenching story [=a very sad story] 

2 [+ obj] : to injure (a part of your body) by making a violent 
twisting motion ■ He wrenched his back when he tried to lift 
a heavy box. ■ I wrenched [=sprained] my knee while playing 
football. 

3 [+ obj] : to take (something) by using force ■ She wrenched 
the toy from his grasp. ■ The statue was wrenched from its 
pedestal. — often used figuratively ■ He wrenched control of 
the company (away) from his uncle. 

wrest /'rest/ verb wrests; wrest-ed; wrestling [+ obj] 

1 : to pull (something) away from someone by using violent 
twisting movements ■ She wrested the gun/knife/weapon 
(away) from her attacker. 

2 : to take (something) from someone with much effort • He 
tried to wrest control of the company jrom his uncle. ■ The 
peasants wrested power (away) from the nobility. 

wres-tle /'resal/ verb wres-tles; wres-tled; wres-tling 

1 a : to fight (someone) by holding and pushing instead of 
by hitting, kicking, or punching [+ obj ] She wrestled him to 
the ground. [=she held on to him and forced him to fall to 
the ground] [no obj] — usually + with ■ She wrestled with her 
attacker, b : to fight in the sport of wrestling [+ obj] 
They’ll be wrestling each other for the championship, [no 
obj] They’ll be wrestling with/against each other for the 
championship. ■ I wrestled in high school. [=1 was a wrestler 
in high school] 

2 : to struggle to move, deal with, or control something [no 
obj] — + with ■ She was wrestling with her luggage as she 
boarded the plane. ■ She wrestled with her conscience. ■ We 
wrestled with the issue/problem of how to cut costs without 
laying off workers. [+ obj ] He finally wrestled his drug habit 
into submission. [=he finally overcame his drug habit] 

wres-tler /'resW noun, pi wres-tlers [count] : someone 
who competes in the sport of wrestling ■ a professional wres¬ 
tler 

wres-tling /'reslig/ noun [noncount] : a sport in which two 


people try to throw, force, or pin each other to the ground • 
My favorite sport is wrestling. ■ He was on the wrestling team 
in high school. ■ a wrestling match 
wretch /'ref / noun, pi wretch -es [count] 

1 : a very unhappy or unlucky person ■ The poor wretch lost 
his job. 

2 : a very bad or unpleasant person ■ He’s an ungrateful 
wretch. 

wretch-ed /'rctfad/ adj [more most ~] 

1 : very unhappy, ill, etc. ■ The slums were filled with poor, 
wretched children. ■ I don’t know what’s wrong with her, but 
she looks wretched. 

2 : very bad or unpleasant ■ families living in wretched pover¬ 
ty ■ the wretched conditions of the refugee camp ■ How did 
we get into this wretched state of affairs? ■ wretched behavior 

3 : very poor in quality or ability ■ What a wretched perfor¬ 
mance that was. ■ That movie was positively wretched. 

— wretch-ed-ly adv ■ Her family was wretchedly poor. ■ It’s 
outrageous that they treated you so wretchedly. — wretch¬ 
ed-ness noun [noncount] 

wrig-gle /'rigal/ verb wrig-gles; wrig-gled; wrig-gling 

[no obj] 

1 : to twist from side to side with small quick movements 
like a worm ■ The children wriggled and squirmed in their 
chairs. ■ She managed to wriggle free of her ropes. • They 
wriggled out of their wet clothes. ■ I had trouble getting the 
wriggling fish off my hook. 

2 always followed by an adverb or preposition : to move for¬ 
ward by twisting and turning ■ The snake wriggled across the 
path and went underneath a bush. ■ He was able to wriggle 
through the narrow opening. 

wriggle out of [phrasal verb] wriggle out of (something) in¬ 
formal + often disapproving : to avoid doing (something 
that you do not want to do) in some clever or dishonest 
way ■ She tried to wriggle out of the contract. ■ Don’t let 
him wriggle out of paying you for your work. 

— wrig-gly /'ngli/ adj wrig-gli-er; -est ■ a wriggly worm 
wring /'nr) /verb wrings; wrung /'rArj/; wring-ing /'nrprj/ 

[+ obj] 

1 : to twist and squeeze (wet cloth, hair, etc.) to remove wa¬ 
ter • I wrung the towel and hung it up to dry. • I wrung my 
hair and wrapped it in a towel. ■ The rag was wrung dry. 
[=squeezed until almost all of the liquid was gone] — often + 
out ■ wring a sponge out ■ I wrung out my wet bathing suit. — 
sometimes used figuratively • She has been wrung dty by 
bills. [=she has no money left because she used all of it to pay 
bills] 

2 : to get (something) out of someone or something with a 
lot of effort — + out of or jrom • They tried to wring 
[=squeeze] every last dollar of profit out of the failing compa¬ 
ny. ■ I finally managed to wring an apology from her. 

3 : to twist and break (an animal’s neck) in order to kill the 
animal ■ wring a chicken’s neck 

wringing wet : very wet ■ His clothes were wringing wet 
from the rain. 

wring someone’s neck informal — used to say that you are 
very angry with someone ■ He makes me so mad! I could 
wring his neckl 

wring your hands : to twist and rub your hands together 
because you are nervous or upset ■ She was wringing her 
hands and pacing back and forth while waiting for her son 
to call. — see also hand-wringing 
wring-er /'nga*/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a machine used for 
squeezing water out of clothes that have been washed 
through the wringer informal : through a series of very dif¬ 
ficult or unpleasant experiences ■ Those poor people have 
really gone/been through the wringer lately. ■ They were 
put through the wringer by the adoption agency. 

1 wrin-kle /'nrjkal/ noun, pi wrin-kles [count] 

1 : a small line or fold that appears on your skin as you grow 
older — usually plural ■ They claim that this cream will re¬ 
duce wrinkles. 

2 : a small fold in the surface of clothing, paper, etc. ■ 
wrinkle-free pants — usually plural • I ran my hands over my 
skirt to smooth out the wrinkles. 

3 informal a : a surprising or unexpected occurrence in a 
story or series of events ■ Here’s the latest wrinkle in the 
story—we find out that the villain is actually the hero’s fa¬ 
ther! b : a clever technique, trick, or idea ■ He has added 
some new wrinkles to his game. 

iron out the wrinkles informal : to fix the small problems in 
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something ■ We still have to iron out a few more wrinkles in 
the schedule. 

- wrin-kly /'rirjkli/ adj wrin-kli-er; -est [or more most 
~] ■ wrinkly [-wrinkled] skin 
2 wrinkle verb wrinkles; wrin-kled; wrin-kling 

1 [no obj ]: to develop wrinkles ■ Linen clothing wrinkles eas¬ 
ily. ■ Moisture caused the wallpaper to wrinkle and peel. - His 
brow wrinkled as he thought about the question. 

2 [+ obj\ : to cause (something) to develop wrinkles ■ Try not 
to wrinkle your trousers. ■ She wrinkled (up) her nose in dis¬ 
gust. 

wrinkled adj [more most ~] : having many wrinkles ■ 
wrinkled [= wrinkly ] skin ■ a wrinkled face ■ My shirt is wrin¬ 
kled. 

wrist /'nst/ noun, pi wrists [count] : the part of your body 
where your hand joins your arm ■ I hurt/sprained/broke my 
wrist. — see pictures at hand, human 
a slap on the wrist see 2 slap 

wrist*band /'ns^bgend/ noun, pi -bands [count] : a band 
of plastic, paper, cloth, etc., that you wear around your wrist 
wrist*watch /'nst,wa:tf/ noun, 
pi -watch-es [count] : a watch 
that you wear on a strap or band 
around your wrist 
1 writ /'nt/ noun, pi writs [count] 
law : a document from a court 
ordering someone to do some¬ 
thing or not to do something ■ 

The judge issued a writ of habeas 
corpus. ■ He was served with a 
writ. 

2 writ old-fashioned past participle 
Of WRITE 

writ large 1 : shown in a clear 
way "His nervousness was writ large on his face. [=his ner¬ 
vousness could be seen clearly on his face] 2 : in a very 
large form : on a very large scale ■ National politics are just 
local politics writ large. 

write /'rait/ verb writes; wrote /'rout/; writ-ten /'ntp/; 
wrlt-ing 

1 : to form letters or numbers on a surface with a pen, pen¬ 
cil, etc. [no obj \ children learning to read and write • I don’t 
have anything to write with. Could I borrow a pen? [+ obj] 
Please write your name at the top of each sheet. ■ Write the 
number as a decimal instead of as a fraction. ■ She wrote “tag 
sale” on the sign in big letters. ■ The note was written in blue 
ink. ■ I mistakenly wrote her name as “Gene” instead of 
“Jean.” ■ The verb “present” and the noun “present” are writ¬ 
ten [=spelled] alike but pronounced differently. 

2 [+ obj] a : to create (a book, poem, story, etc.) by writing 
words on paper, on a computer, etc. ■ She wrote hundreds of 
poems during her lifetime. ■ She wrote an essay comparing 
two poems. • I’m writing an article for the school newspaper. 
■ He has written several best sellers, b : to produce (a writ¬ 
ten document, agreement, rule, etc.) by writing ■ She wrote 
[=drew up] a contract for me to sign. ■ I’ll write you a receipt 
for your purchase. ■ I wrote (her) a check for $200. ■ I finally 
got around to writing [^drafting] a will. — often + up ■ She 
wrote up a contract for me to sign. ■ I wrote up a review of the 
art exhibit for the local newspaper, c : to create (a piece of 
music) ■ He has written five symphonies and six concertos. ■ a 
performer who writes her own songs d : to create (a com¬ 
puter program) ■ I wrote a program to keep track of my fi¬ 
nances. 

3 : to express or state (something) in a book, story, essay, let¬ 
ter, etc. [+ obj] Today’s homework assignment is to write 
what you thought of the museum. ■ He wrote, “I love you and 
miss you.” ■ The reporter wrote that the strike might last 
through the weekend, [no obj] I’m going to write about my 
cat in my essay. 

4 : to use the writing system of a language [no obj] + in • I 
can read and write in Japanese, but I can’t speak it very well. 
[+ obj] I want to learn how to write Chinese. 

5 : to communicate with someone by sending a letter, 
e-mail, etc. [no obj] I wish you would write more often. [=1 
wish you would send me more letters, e-mails, etc.] — often 
+ to ■ For more information, write to the Department of 
Parks. [+ obj] I wrote [=sent] a letter to him. = I wrote him a 
letter. = (C/S) I wrote him. 

6 [no obj] : to do the work of writing books, news articles, 
stories, etc. : to be a writer ■ He writes for the New York 
Times. * I’ve been writing for 20 years. 


7 [+ obj] computers : to transfer (information) in a computer 
to a disk or other device ■ The data was written to/onto a 
disk. 

8 [no obj] of a pen, pencil, etc. : to put marks on paper or an¬ 
other surface ■ My pen won’t write smoothly. 

have (something) written all over it informal : to show a 
certain characteristic very clearly ■ That proposal had 
"failure” written all over it. [=it was obvious that the pro¬ 
posal was going to fail] 

nothing to write home about informal : not very good or 
appealing : ordinary • The food at that restaurant is 
nothing to write home about. 

write back [phrasal verb] write back or write (someone) back 
: to send someone a letter, e-mail, etc., in response to one 
that was sent to you • He wrote back (to me) as soon as he 
got my card. ■ I sent him a letter, but he never wrote me 
back. 

write down [phrasal verb] write (something) down or write 
down (something) : to write (something) on a piece of pa¬ 
per ■ I want all of you to write down your ideas. ■ Please 
write your phone number down for me. 
write in [phrasal verb] 1 : to send a letter to a newspaper, a 
company, the government, etc., to express an opinion or to 
ask a question ■ Dozens of people wrote in to the newspa¬ 
per to complain about the controversial comic strip. ■ 
Please write in with your comments. 2 write (something) 
in or write in (something) : to write (something) on a form - 
She wrote in “Latina” under/beside "race or ethnicity.” 3 
write (someone) in or write in (someone) US : to vote for 
(someone who is not on the official list of candidates) by 
writing that person’s name in a special place on the ballot ■ 
Her name wasn’t on the ballot, but several hundred voters 
wrote her in. — see also write-in 
write into [phrasal verb] write (something) into (something) 
: to add (something new) to a contract, law, etc. ■ Legisla¬ 
tors wrote a clause into the law that exempts nonprofit 
agencies. ■ A bonus was written into the contract. 
write off [phrasal verb] 1 write (something) off or write off 
(something) a : to say officially that (money that is owed 
to you) will not be paid or does not need to be paid ■ The 
government has agreed to write off the debt. ■ The bank has 
written off the loan. [=has officially said that the money for 
the loan is lost because the loan will not be repaid] b ; to 
take away (an amount) from the total amount that is used 
to calculate taxes ■ You might be able to write off [^deduct] 
the cost of the computer on your taxes. 2 write (someone 
or something) off or write off (someone or something) : to 
consider (someone or something) to be lost, hopeless, un¬ 
important, etc. ■ I had written o#[=given up on] college be¬ 
cause I couldn’t afford to pay tuition. ■ I wrote her off as a 
friend. [=1 decided that she was no longer my friend] ■ I 
wouldn’t write off [=dismiss] the team just yet. The season 
still has a long way to go. 3 write off for (something) chief¬ 
ly Brit : to make a request for (something) by sending a let¬ 
ter ■ She wrote off for [=sent away for] a free sample. 
write out [phrasal verb] 1 write (something) out or write out 
(something) a : to put (something) in writing on a piece 
of paper ■ I asked her to write out the directions to her 
house, b : to write the required information on (a check, 
receipt, etc.) ■ I wrote out a check for $200. ■ The sales clerk 
wrote us out an invoice. 2 a write (someone) out of : to 
change a document (such as a will) so that (someone) is 
not included ■ She wrote me out of her will, b write (some¬ 
one) out of (something) or write out (someone) : to remove 
(a character) from a story by having the character die, dis¬ 
appear, etc. • They wrote her character out of the show at 
the end of the first season. 

write up [phrasal verb] 1 write (something) up or write up 
(something) : to describe (something) in a detailed written 
account ■ A music critic wrote up the rock concert. — see 
also write-up 2 write (someone) up or write up (some¬ 
one) US : to produce an official document that reports 
(someone) to an authority to be punished ■ The teacher 
wrote up the boy for throwing food at his classmates. 
— see also write 2b (above) 

write your own ticket informal If you can write your own 
ticket , you can choose to do whatever you want or to go 
wherever you want because you have excellent or special 
skills or abilities. ■ When he graduates, he’ll be able to write 
his own ticket. 

written in stone see ‘stone 

wrote the book on informal — used to say that someone is 
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an expert on a particular subject ■ She wrote the book on 
long-distance swimming, 
write-in /'rait,m/ noun, pi -ins [count] US 

1 : a candidate in an election whose name is not printed on 
the ballot and whose name must be written on the ballot by 
voters ■ Since he couldn’t secure his party’s nomination, he 
was forced to run as a write-in. ■ a write-in candidate 

2 : a vote for someone who is not on an election’s official list 
of candidates ■ The election commission decided that write- 
ins would not be counted. — see also write in at write 

writ«er /'raita 1 / noun, pi -ers [count] 

1 : someone whose work is to write books, poems, stories, 
etc. ■ She is my favorite French writer. ■ He’s a writer of hor¬ 
ror stories. ■ a course on 19th-century writers ■ The magazine 
is looking for freelance writers. 

2 : someone who has written something ■ The writer of the 
best essay will win a prize. ■ They identified the writer of the 
mysterious letter. 

writer’s block noun [noncount] : the problem of not being 
able to think of something to write about or not being able 
to finish writing a story, poem, etc. 
writer’s cramp noun [noncount] : pain in your hand or fin¬ 
gers that you get when you have been writing with a pen or 
pencil for a long time 

write—Up /'rait.Ap/ noun, pi -ups [count ]: a written descrip¬ 
tion or review of something ■ There’s a write-up of the restau¬ 
rant in the paper. — see also write up at write 
writhe /'raia/ verb writhes; writhed; writhdng [no obj] 
: to twist your body from side to side ■ She lay on the floor, 
writhing in pain. ■ a nest of writhing snakes 
writing /'raitirj/ noun, pi -ings 

1 [noncount] a : the activity or work of writing books, po¬ 
ems, stories, etc. ■ Writing usually isn’t a lucrative career, but 
it has been very fulfilling for me. ■ She quit her job in order 
to concentrate on (her) writing. ■ He teaches creative writing 
at the university. ■ Few people nowadays care about the art 
of letter writing, b : the way that you use written words to 
express your ideas or opinions • The novel’s plot is okay, but 
the writing is horrible. ■ I asked a friend to critique my writ¬ 
ing. • Her essay was a wonderful piece of writing. ■ She has a 
unique writing style. 

2 : books, poems, essays, letters, etc. [noncount] Much of 
the best Japanese writing has not been translated into En¬ 
glish. [plural] the writings of Benjamin Franklin ■ a book of 
selected writing on moral philosophy 

3 [noncount] : words, numbers, or symbols that have been 
written or printed on something ■ Can you read the writing 
on this bottle? ■ Japanese/Chinese/Arabic writing • hiero¬ 
glyphics and other early writing systems 

4 [noncount] a : the activity or skill of forming letters and 
numbers with a pen, pencil, etc. ■ She learned writing 
[=leamed how to write] at a young age. ■ Having a broken 
finger made writing difficult, b : the particular way in 
which someone writes letters and numbers : handwriting 
■ Whose writing is this? ■ Her writing is illegible. 

In writing : in the form of a letter or a document ■ The 
agreement needs to be in writing in order for it to be valid. ■ 
If they want to buy the house, make sure you get the offer 
in writing. 

the writing Is on the wall or see/read the writing on the 
wall see ‘wall 

writing desk noun, pi ~ desks [count] : a desk with a flat 
surface for writing on 

writing paper noun [noncount] : paper of good quality 
used for writing letters, notes, etc. 

1 written past participle of write 

2 writ-ten /'ntn/ adj : using writing and not speech ■ We left 
written instructions for the babysitter. ■ written language ■ a 
written exam ■ The landlord must provide the tenant with 
written notice to vacate the property. ■ a written contract ■ 
The company issued a written statement. 

1 wrong /'ra n/ adi 

1 a : not agreeing with the facts or truth : incorrect ■ the 
wrong answer ■ Their conclusion was wrong. ■ I don’t want 
you to get the wrong impression of him. ■ Don’t take/inter¬ 
pret this the wrong way, but I think you should start exercis¬ 
ing. ■ Are my actions sending the wrong message? ■ These 
pages are in the wrong order. ■ I don’t understand how I got 
the answer wrong. [=1 do not understand how I did not know 
the right answer] ■ I got four answers wrong on the test. • I 
think you have dialed the wrong number. [=an incorrect tele¬ 
phone number] — opposite right b not used before a noun 


: speaking, acting, or judging in a way that does not agree 
with the facts or truth ■ You’re wrong; the answer is six. ■ You 
like baseball, or am I wrong ? ■ Am I wrong in thinking that 
she should never have gone? ■ I think her birthday is May 
11th, but I could be wrong. ■ He thinks I can’t win, but I’m 
going to prove him wrong. ■ Correct me If I'm wrong , but isn’t 
tomorrow your birthday? — often + about • I was wrong 
[=mistaken] about the price. It actually costs $30, not $20. — 
often followed by to + verb • It is wrong to assume that you 
will be safe if you do that. — opposite right 

2 : not suitable or appropriate for a particular purpose, situ¬ 
ation, or person ■ These shoes are the wrong size. ■ If you’re 
looking to me for advice on love, then you’re asking the 
wrong guy. ■ That was the wrong thing to say/do. ■ He picked 
the wrong time to bring up his salary. ■ He was the wrong per¬ 
son for the job. ■ I made the wrong decision. ■ We got married 
for the wrong reasons. ■ It would be wrong of me to pressure 
you into saying yes. ■ There is nothing wrong with being qui¬ 
et. • We headed off in the wrong direction and got lost. ■ The 
singer hit a wrong note. ■ She bought the wrong kind of rice. ■ 
He accidentally pressed the wrong button. ■ They decided 
that they were wrong for each other and broke up. ■ You are 
doing it the wrong way. • It’s not his fault that he was injured. 
He was just In the wrong place at the wrong time. 

— opposite RIGHT 

3 not used before a noun : not in a proper, good, or normal 
state or condition — used to describe a situation in which 
there is a problem ■ What’s wrong ? You look unhappy. ■ She 
knew something was wrong when her friend didn’t show up 
for dinner. — often + with ■ There’s something wrong with 
my computer. [=my computer is not working properly] ■ 
Nothing is wrong with your car. [=your car is working prop¬ 
erly] ■ What’s wrong with your shoulder? Did you hurt your¬ 
self? 

4 : not morally or socially correct or acceptable ■ Stealing is 
wrong. ■ I swear I didn’t do anything wrong\ * It was wrong of 
me to accuse you, and I’m sorry. ■ It is wrong to take other 
people’s things without their permission. ■ There’s nothing 
wrong with standing up for yourself. — opposite right 

5 US — used to refer to the side of something that is not 
meant to be on top, in front, or on the outside ■ The CD fell 
and landed wrong side up/down. • He had his socks on wrong 
side out. — opposite right 

barking up the wrong tree see ‘bark 

fall Into the wrong hands see ‘fall 

get off on the wrong foot see ‘foot 

get up on the wrong side of the bed see ‘bed 

on the wrong track see ‘track 

put a foot wrong see ‘foot 

rub (someone) the wrong way see ‘rub 

the wrong end of the stick see ‘stick 

the wrong horse see ‘horse 

the wrong side of the tracks see ‘track 

— wrong* ly adv ■ She was wrongly accused of theft. ■ They 
acted wrongly. ■ Many people, rightly or wrongly, believe 
that the economy will soon improve. — wrong*ness 
noun [noncount] ■ I’m not convinced of the wrongness of 
his actions. 

2 Wrpnq adv 

1 : in a way that does not agree with the facts or truth : in a 
way that results in an error ■ I guessed wrong. [= incorrectly] ■ 

1 entered the numbers wrong. • Her name was spelled wrong 
on the form. — opposite right 

2 : in a way that is not suitable, proper, etc. ■ You are doing it 
wrong. [= incorrectly ] ■ I can’t get this to work; could you 
show me what I did wrong? — opposite right 

get (someone or something) wrong : to fail to understand 
(someone or something) correctly ■ She got the instruc¬ 
tions wrong. ■ Don’t get me wrong —I like his parents. 
They’re just a little too strict. ■ You’ve got It all wrongl 
[=you have misunderstood the situation completely] 
go wrong 1 : to happen or proceed in a way that causes a 
bad result ■ We have to figure out what went wrong with the 
experiment. ■ Everything is going wrong for me today. • 
When she didn’t come back, we feared that something had 
gone horribly wrong. [=that something very bad had hap¬ 
pened] ■ What could possibly go wrongl 2 : to make a 
mistake ■ I followed the instructions to the letter and the 
computer still doesn’t work. Where did I go wrong? ■ “I 
don’t know what to order.” “You can’t go wrong with their 
clam chowder.” [=their clam chowder is always a good 
choice] 

3 wrong noun, pi wrongs 
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1 [noncount] : behavior that is not morally good or correct ■ 
People who do wrong [=do bad things] should be punished. ■ 
He’s old enough to know the difference between right and 
wrong. = He’s old enough to know right from wrong. ■ He is 
regarded as a hero who can do no wrong. [=who never does 
anything bad] — opposite right 

2 [count] : a harmful, unfair, or illegal act — usually plural ■ 
She is seeking compensation for the wrongs that she suffered 
as an employee at that company. ■ No one has the power to 
right all wrongs. ■ We discussed the rights and wrongs of ge¬ 
netic cloning. — opposite RIGHT 

do (someone) wrong informal + old-fashioned : to treat 
(someone) badly or unfairly ■ Her ex-boyfriend did her 
wrong. 

in the wrong : in the position or situation of being wrong ■ 
We had an argument and each of us thinks that the other 
was in the wrong. 

two wrongs don’t make a right — used to say that if some¬ 
one hurts you, you should not hurt that person in return 
4 wrong verb wrongs; wronged; wrongdng [+ obj] : to 
treat (someone) badly or unfairly ■ We should forgive those 
who have wronged us. ■ As the wronged party, you have the 
right to sue for damages. 

wrong«do*er /'raiijjduiwa 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 / noun, pi -ers [count]: a person 
who does something that is morally or legally wrong 
wrong*do*ing /‘raiij^uiwiij/ noun, pi -ings : behavior 
that is morally or legally wrong [noncount] He denied any 
wrongdoing. ■ There is no evidence of wrongdoing on her 
part. [=no evidence that she did anything wrong] [count] 
The corporation’s wrongdoings must be exposed, 
wrongful /'raiijfal/ adj : not legal, fair, or moral • wrongful 
conduct ■ He is suing his former employer for wrongful ter¬ 
mination. 

— wrong*fuMy adv ■ a wrongfully convicted inmate 
— wrong*ful>ness noun [noncount] ■ She did not under¬ 
stand the wrongfulness of her actions, 
wrongful death noun, pi ~ deaths [count] lan> : a death 
caused by someone’s mistake or by someone’s improper act ■ 
She filed a wrongful death suit against the hospital, alleging 
that its negligence led to her daughter’s death. 


wrong*head*ed /■raiij'hedad/ adj [more —; most ~] : hav¬ 
ing or showing opinions or ideas that are wrong • wrong¬ 
headed people ■ a wrongheaded approach to dealing with the 
problem 

wrote past tense of write 

wrought /'rent/ adj, formal + old-fashioned : carefully 
formed or worked into shape ■ carefully wrought essays ■ 
finely wrought woodwork 

wrought up informal + old-fashioned : very excited or upset 
■ I got wrought up [=worked up] over nothing, 
wrought iron noun [noncount] : a kind of iron that is often 
used to make decorative fences, furniture, etc. ■ an antique 
wrought iron fence ■ a chair made of wrought iron 
wrung past tense of wring 
wry /'rai/ adj wry-er; -est [or more most ~] 

1 : humorous in a clever and often ironic way ■ His books 
are noted for their wry humor. 

2 : showing both amusement and a feeling of being tired, an¬ 
noyed, etc. ■ When I asked her how she felt after winning the 
race, she gave me a wry smile/grin and said, “Pretty tired.” 

— wry-ly adv ■ She smiled wryly. — wry«ness noun [non¬ 
count] 

Wt. abbr weight 

WTO abbr World Trade Organization 
wun-der-kind / l wunda i l kint/ noun, pi -kinds also -kind¬ 
er /-,kinda>/ [count] : someone who achieves success or 
shows great talent at a young age — usually singular ■ a mu¬ 
sical wunderkind 

WUSS /'wos/ also wus-sy /'wusi/ noun, pi wuss*es also 
wus-sies [count] slang : a weak or cowardly person ■ Don’t 
be such a wuss. 

W V or W VA abbr West Virginia 
WW abbr World War 
WWW abbr World Wide Web 
WY or Wyo. abbr Wyoming 

WYSIWYG /■ wizi,wig/ noun [noncount] computers : a dis¬ 
play on a computer that shows the exact appearance of a 
printed document WYSIWYG stands for “what you see is 
what you get.” 


X 


1 X or X /'eks/ noun, pi x’s or xs or X’s or Xs /"eksaz/ 

1 : the 24th letter of the English alphabet [count] a word 
that starts with an * [noncount] a word that starts with x 

2 [count] : the Roman numeral that means 10 ■ XX [=20] 

3 [noncount] mathematics a — used to represent an un¬ 
known quantity ■ What is the value of x in the equation* - 4 
= 3? b — used as a symbol for multiplication -2*3 = 6 [=2 
times 3 equals 6; 2 multiplied by 3 is 6] 

4 [noncount] — used as a symbol between the numbers of a 
measurement ■ The room is 10’ * 12’. [=10 feet by 12 feet; 
two of the room’s walls are 10 feet long and two walls are 12 
feet long] 

5 [noncount] : an unknown thing, person, or quantity ■ Mr. 
and Mrs. X • x number of students/people 

6 [noncount] — used in the phrase x, y, and z to refer to the 
first thing in a group of three unnamed things • I hate being 
told that losing weight is as easy as doing*, y, andz. 

7 [count] — used as a mark at the end of a letter, an e-mail, 
etc., to represent a kiss ■ Love, Pat XXX 

8 [count] — used like a signature by a person who cannot 
write 

9 [count] — used on a map or picture to show where some¬ 
one or something is • Look at this map. X shows where we 
are now. ■ The location of the treasure was marked with an 
*. • X marks the spot. 

10 [count] — used as a mark to show who or what you are 
voting for or choosing 

2 X verb x-es also x’s or xes /'eksaz/; x-ed also x’d or xed 
/'ekst/; x—Ing or x’ing /'eksiij/ 

x out [phrasal verb] x (something) out or x out (something) 
: to draw an x or a series of x’s through (something) to 
show that it is wrong or not wanted - * out a mistake ■ One 


line of the text had been x-ed out. [= crossed out] 

X /'eks/ — used in the past as a special mark to indicate that 
no one under the age of 17 in the U.S. or 18 in the U.K. was 
allowed to see a particular movie in a movie theater ■ The 
movie was rated X. — compare G, NC-17, PG, PG-13, R; see 
also X-RATED 

X Chromosome noun, pi -somes [count] : a type of 
chromosome that is found in pairs in the cells of female 
mammals and is found with the Y chromosome in the cells 
of male mammals — compare y chromosome 

xe-non / l zi:,na:n/ noun [noncount] : a chemical element that 
is a colorless gas and that is used especially in electric lights 

Xe-riO-phO-bia /.zena'foubija, ^irna'foubija/ noun [non¬ 
count] : fear or hatred of strangers or foreigners 
— xe*no*phobe /'zenSifoub, 'zi:n3,foub/ noun, pi -phobes 
[count] — xe*no*pho*blc Azena'foubik, ,zi:nd a foubik/ adj 
[more —; most ~] 

Xe-rox /'zi^cuks/ trademark — used for a machine that 
makes paper copies of printed pages, pictures, etc. 

xe-rox /'zi^aiks/ verb -rox*es; -roxed; -rox-lng : to copy 
(something, such as a document) by using a special machine 
(called a copier) [+ obj] I’ll xerox these forms for you. [no 
obj] I’ll be xeroxing in the library. 

XI or XL abbr extra large — usually used for a clothing size ■ 
The shirt comes in S, M, L, and XL. 

Xmas /'krismas, 'eksmas/ noun, pi Xmas*es [count, non¬ 
count] informal : Christmas — used especially on signs and 
in advertisements; often used before another noun ■ The sign 
read “ Xmas decorations on sale.” 

XML / l Eks,em , el/ noun [noncount] : a computer language 
that is used to clearly mark and organize the different parts 
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of a document so that it can be read on different computer 
systems 

X—rat»ed /'cks'reitad/ adj, of a movie : having a rating of X 
: not suitable to be seen by people under age 17 in the U.S. 
and under 18 in the U.K. because of violence, offensive lan¬ 
guage, or sexual activity ■ an X-rated movie — often used fig¬ 
uratively ■ an X-rated [^pornographic ] Web site ■ X-rated lan¬ 
guage [=obscene or offensive language] 

X—ray /'eks,rei/ noun, pi -rays 

1 X-rays [plural] technical : powerful invisible rays that can 
pass through various objects and that make it possible to see 
inside things (such as the human body) 

2 also x-ray [count] : an image that is created by using 
X-rays and that is usually used for medical purposes ■ The 
doctor will review the X-rays and call you with the results. 


3 also x-ray [count]: a medical examination that involves us¬ 
ing X-rays • After the accident, I went to the hospital for an 
X-ray. 

— X—ray add, always used before a noun ■ X-ray radiation 
[=radiation from X-rays] ■ X-ray machines [=machines that 
use X-rays] 

x-ray or X-ray /'eks,rei/ verb -rays; -rayed; -raying [+ 

obj] : to examine and make images of (things, such as the 
bones and organs inside the body) by using X-rays ■ I had my 
foot/wrist/chest x-rayed. ■ Your luggage will be x-rayed at 
the airport. 

xy*IO*phone /'zail3,foun/ noun, pi -phones [count] ; a 
musical instrument that has a set of wooden bars of different 
lengths that are hit with hammers — see picture at percus¬ 
sion 


Y 


y or Y /'wai/ noun, pi y’s or ys or Y’s or Ys Avaiz/ 

1 : the 25th letter of the English alphabet [count] a word 
that starts with a y [noncount] a word that starts with y 

2 [noncount] mathematics — used to represent especially a 
second unknown quantity ■ If x + y = 5 and x - y = 3, what 
are the values of x and y? 

3 [noncount] — used in the phrase x, y, and z to refer to the 
second thing in a group of three unnamed things ■ People 
keep giving me advice about it, saying I should do x, y, and z. 

4 [count] : something that is shaped like a Y ■ Turn left when 
you come to the Y. [=when the road/path splits like the top 
half of a Y] 

5 the Y US, informal : the YMCA or the YWCA ■ I’m going 
to the Y after work tonight. 

1 -y also -ey /i/ add suffix 

1 a : full or having a lot of something ■ a muddy river [=a 
river with a lot of mud in it] ■ dirty hands [=hands with a lot 
of dirt on them] b : having the qualities of something • goo¬ 
ey [=wet and sticky like goo] : made of or seeming to be 
made of something ■ waxy c : resembling something ■ icy 
[=like ice; very cold] ■ wintiy temperatures [=temperatures 
that are cold like winter temperatures] ■ a homey atmo¬ 
sphere d : very interested in something ■ outdoorsy ^en¬ 
thusiastic about activities done outside] 

2 a : tending to do something ■ chatty [=tending to chat] 
: wanting or needing to do something ■ sleepy b : causing 
or performing a specified action ■ a drowsy afternoon [=an 
afternoon that makes you feel ready to drowse/sleep] ■ curly 
hair [=hair that curls] 

2 - y /i/ noun suffix : an act of doing something ■ inquiiy [=an act 
of inquiring] 

3 - V see -IE 

YA abbr young adult 

yacht /*ja:t/ noun, pi yachts [count] : a large boat that is 
used for racing or pleasure ■ a sailing yacht — see picture at 
BOAT 

yachting /■jartiq/ noun [noncount] : the activity or sport of 
sailing in a yacht ■ a yachting champion ■ We went yachting 
over the weekend. 

yachts»man /'jaitsman/ noun, pi -men /-man/ [count] : a 
man who owns or sails a yacht 

yachts-wom-an /'ja:ts,wuman/ noun, pi -wom-en 

/-,wiman/ [count] : a woman who owns or sails a yacht 
ya-da ya-da or yad-da yad-da /'jcr.da'ja-.da/ or ya-da 
ya-da ya-da or yad-da yad-da yad-da / , ja:da , ja:da- 
*ja:da/ noun [noncount] US, informal : talk or language that 
is boring or that offers little information • They had to listen 
to the usual yada yada about bike safety. — often used as an 
inteijection in place of words that are very dull or not worth 
saying ■ It was your typical day: I went to work, came home, 
had dinner, yada yada yada. 

1 ya*hOO /ja'hu:/ inter] — used to express excitement or joy ■ 
Yahoo ! We won! 

2 ya-hoo /'jeiihu:, , ja:,hu://iourt,p/ -hoos [count] informal : a 
person who is very rude, loud, or stupid ■ Some yahoo cut 


me off in traffic. ■ A bunch of yahoos were making noise out¬ 
side. 

Yah-weh /'jaijwei/ noun [singular] — used as the name of 
God by the ancient Hebrews and in the Old Testament of the 
Bible 

1 yak /'j«k/ noun, pi yaks also 
yak [count] : a large wild ani¬ 
mal that has long hair and 
curved horns and that lives in 
central Asia 

2 yak verb yaks; yakked; yak¬ 
king [no obj] informal : to talk 
in a loud way often for a long 
time ■ Half the people on the 
train were yakking [= yammer¬ 
ing ] (away) on their cell 
phones. 

y’all /'ja:l/ US, informal — used as a contraction of you all ■ 
How are y’all doing tonight? Like you-all, y’all is used 
mainly in speech in the Southern U.S. to address two or 
more people. 

yam /'j£em/ noun, pi yams [count] 

1 : a long, thick root of a tropical plant that has rough 
brown skin and usually white or yellow flesh and that is eat¬ 
en as a vegetable 

2 US : SWEET POTATO 

yam-mer /'jaemay verb -mars; -mered; -mer-ing [no obj] 
informal: to talk in an annoying way usually for a long time 
■ They’re yammering (on) about work again, 
yang /’jarg, 'jeeQ/ noun [noncount] in Chinese philosophy 
: one of the two forces that together form everything that ex¬ 
ists : the male principle of the universe that is considered 
light and active and is associated with heaven — compare 
YIN 

the yin and yang see yin 

1 yank /'jsegk/ noun, pi yanks [count] : a strong, quick pull 1 
She gave the rope a yank. [=she yanked the rope] 

2 yank verb yanks; yanked; yank-lng 

1 : to suddenly pull (something) in a quick, forceful way [+ 
obj] He yanked the door shut, [no obj] She yanked on the 
dog’s leash. 

2 [+ obj] : to quickly or suddenly remove (something or 
someone) ■ The show was yanked off the air. [=the show was 
suddenly canceled; it was suddenly decided that the show 
would no longer be broadcast] 

yank (someone’s) chain see 1 chain 
Yank /"jaeok/ noun, pi Yanks [count] informal : a person 
from the U.S.: Yankee 
Yan-kee /'jaeqki/ noun, pi -kees [count] 

1 : a person bom or living in the U.S. — often used to show 
disapproval or as an insult ■ The protesters held signs that 
said “ Yankee Go Home.” 

2 US a : a person bom or living in the northern U.S. ■ a 
Southern girl who married a Yankee — sometimes used by 
people in the southern U.S. to show disapproval or as an in¬ 
sult b : a person from New England ■ a New England Yan- 
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kee ■ Yankee frugality [=the frugality that is traditionally as¬ 
sociated with people from New England] 

3 : a soldier who fought on the side of the northern states 
during the American Civil War 
1 yap /'jsep/ verb yaps; yapped; yap-ping [no obj ] 

1 of a dog : to bark in high, quick sounds ■ The dog was yap¬ 
ping all night. 

2 informal : to talk in a loud and annoying way ■ Kids were 
yapping in the back of the room. ■ She seems to spend all her 
time yapping on the phone. 

2 yap noun, pi yaps [count] 

1 : a dog’s high, quick bark ■ I heard yaps coming from the 
yard. 

2 US slang : mouth • I told him to shut his yap. [ =trap ] 
'’ yard /'jaa-d/ noun,pi yards [count] 

1 US : an outdoor area that is next to a house and is usually 
covered by grass ■ Children were playing out in the yard. 
[=(Brit) garden] ■ a tree in the back/front yard 

2 : the land around a building • the prison yard [=grounds] 

— see also schoolyard 

3 : an area with buildings and equipment that is used for a 
particular activity ■ a rail yard [=a place where railroad cars 
are kept and repaired] — see also barnyard, farmyard, 
JUNKYARD, LUMBERYARD, SCRAPYARD, SHIPYARD, 
STOCKYARD 

— compare 2 yard; see also Scotland yard 

2 yard noun, pi yards [count] : a unit of measurement equal to 
3 feet (0.9144 meters) or 36 inches • We have 10 yards of 
rope. ■ The football player ran for 35 yards. ■ 40 square yards 
of carpeting ■ the 100 -yard dash • a cubic yard — abbr. yd. 
the whole nine yards chiefly’ US, informal: evervitung ■ 
I served a huge Thanksgiving dinner: turkey, mashed pota¬ 
toes, pumpkin pie— the whole nine yards. [=all the foods 
that are traditionally served for Thanksgiving dinner] ■ If 
we’re going to replace the cabinets, we might as well go the 
whole nine yards [=do everything that there is to do] and 
remodel the entire kitchen. 

- compare ’yard 

yard-age /'jaa<iicfe/ noun [noncount] 

1 a : an amount of something measured in yards ■ fabric 
yardage [=yards of fabric] b : the size of something mea¬ 
sured in yards • calculating the square yardage of the room 
[^calculating the size of the room in square yards] 

2 American football : the number of yards a player or team 
moves the ball down the field ■ He led the league in rushing/ 
passing yardage. ■ The team lost yardage on that play. 

yard-er fijaada/ noun, pi -ers [count] : something that is a 
specified number of yards long — used in combination ■ The 
field goal was a 40 -yarder. [=was 40 yards long] 
yard line noun, pi ~ lines [count] American football : any 
one of the lines on a football field that are one yard apart 
and that show the distance to the nearest goal line — often 
used in combination to refer to a specific yard line ■ He was 
tackled on the 20 -yard line. 

yard sale noun, pi ~ sales [count] US : garage sale 
yard-Stick /*jaad l stik/ noun, pi -sticks [count] 

1 : a long, flat tool that is one yard long and is used to mea¬ 
sure things 

2 : a rule or specific idea about what is acceptable or desir¬ 
able that is used to judge or measure something • Some feel 
that test scores aren’t an adequate yardstick for judging a 
student's ability. • Ratings are the yardstick by which TV 
shows are evaluated by networks. 

yar-mul-ke /'jcLmaka, 'ja^malka/ noun, pi -kes [count] : a 
small round cap that is worn by some Jewish men — called 
also skullcap 

yarn /'jaa^n/ noun, pi yarns 

1 : a long, thin piece of cotton, wool, etc., that is thicker 
than thread and that is used for knitting and weaving [non¬ 
count] skeins of yam ■ The sheep’s wool will be spun into 
yam. [count] colorful yams — see picture at sewing 

2 [count] : an exciting or interesting story; especially : a story 
that is so surprising or unusual that it is difficult to believe ■ 
yams about ghosts and goblins ■ a storyteller who spins 
yarns that will keep any audience riveted 

yaw /'ja:/ noun [noncount] technical : movement of an air¬ 
plane, ship, etc., to the left or right; especially : unwanted left 
or right movement ■ Sensors measure the pitch and yaw of 
the plane. ■ The airplane’s rudder is used to control yaw. 

- yaw verb yaws; yawed; yaw-ing [no obj] ■ The plane 
yawed to the left. 

1 yawn /*ja:n/ verb yawns; yawned; yawn-ing [no obj ] 


1 : to open your mouth wide while taking in breath usually 
because you are tired or bored ■ Students were yawning in 
class. 

2 of an opening, hole, etc. : to be deep, large, etc. ■ A deep 
chasm yawned [=gaped] below us. 

2 yawt1 noun, pi yawns [count] 

1 : an act of opening your mouth wide while taking in 
breath : an act of yawning ■ I tried to stifle a yawn. 

2 informal : something that is very boring ■ Die movie was a 
great big yawn. [=was very boring] 

yawn-er /'jama-/ noun, pi -ers [count] US 

1 ; a person who yawns 

2 informal : something that is very boring ■ The show was a 
real yawner. 

yawn-ing / a ja:niQ/ adj : very large or wide open • There was 
a yawning [=gaping] hole in the wall. ■ There is a. yawning gap 
between rich and poor. [=the difference between how much 
money rich people have and poor people have is very great] 
yay /'jei/ interj — used to express joy, approval, or excite¬ 
ment ■ Yay\ We won! ■ You did it! Yay\ Good for you! 

Y chromosome noun, pi ~ -somes [count] biology : a 
chromosome that is found with the X chromosome in the 
cells of male mammals and that is absent from the cells of fe¬ 
male mammals — compare x chromosome 
yd . abbr yard 

1 ye /'ji:/ pronoun, old-fashioned + literary : you — used espe¬ 
cially when speaking to more than one person ■ “Abandon 
hope, all ye [=all of you] who enter here.” —Dante, Ihe Di¬ 
vine Comedy (translation) ■ “ ... Seek and ye shall find ...” 
—Luke 11:9 KJV 

2 ye /'ji:/ definite article, old-fashioned + literary : the — used 
especially in the names of stores, businesses, etc., to make 
them seem old-fashioned ■ Ye Olde Tavern 
yea /'jei/ noun, pi yeas [count] formal : a yes vote • We 
counted seven yeas [=ayes] and two nays. — compare 2 aye, 
2 nay 

yeah /'jea/ adv, informal 

1 : yes • "Are you coming with us?” “ Yeah, I’m coming.” ■ 
Yeah, I agree with you. • “That looks good.” “Yeah, I think so 
too.” 

2 — used in speech to show that you are surprised by or dis¬ 
agree with what someone has said ■ “I’m from Maine.” “ Oh 
yeah ? [=reallyl] I didn’t know that.” ■ “I’m a better runner 
than you.” “Oh, yeahl You think you can beat me?” ■ “You’re 
a lousy golfer.” “Oh yeahl I’d like to see you do better.” 

3 — used in speech to express disbelief ■ “I met a famous ac¬ 
tor yesterday.” “ Yeah, right/sure .’’ [=1 do not believe you] 

year /'jiay noun, pi years [count] 

1 : a unit of time that is equal to 12 months or 365 or some¬ 
times 366 days ■ I haven’t seen her in a year. • He quit smok¬ 
ing six years ago. ■ The job pays $45,000 a/per year. • She re¬ 
news her lease every year. ■ We see them once or twice a 
year. • It feels like we’ve been standing in line for a year. ■ 
That team hasn’t won in years. • It’s been years since I’ve 
been on an airplane. ■ The camp has changed a lot over the 
years. [=during several/some/many years] ■ The tree grows 
taller year by year. = The tree grows taller each year. = The 
tree grows taller as the years go by. ■ The park is open all 
year round. = The park is open the entire year. — see also 
CALENDAR YEAR, DONKEY’S YEARS, FISCAL YEAR, GAP 
YEAR, LEAP YEAR 

2 : the regular period of 12 months that begins in January 
and ends in December - The work should be done by the end 
of the year. ■ She was born in the year 1967. ■ The volcano 
erupted in the year 44 B.C. ■ In what year was the car made? 

■ They got married last year. [=during the year before this 
one] ■ He will retire next year. [=during the year after this 
one] ■ the movie/teacher/rookie of the year [=the best mov¬ 
ie/teacher/rookie in a specific year] 

3 — used to refer to the age of a person ■ She is 14 years old. 

■ the teenage years [=the ages 13 through 19] ■ a six-year-old 
boy ■ He is getting on In years. I=he is getting old] ■ She looks 
young/old for her years. [=she looks younger/older than she 
is] 

4 : a period of time when a particular event, process, activi¬ 
ty, etc., happens or is done • The school year runs from Sep¬ 
tember to June. [=the school operates from September to 
June] • The fiscal year begins in October and ends in Septem¬ 
ber. ■ This will be a great year [=harvest season] for peaches. ■ 
The pitcher is having his best year [=season] ever. ■ She took 
geometry (during) her sophomore year. ■ first- and second- 
year students 
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glory years see ’glory 

in the year of our Lord formal — used before a year to say 
that it is after the birth of Jesus Christ ■ The couple mar¬ 
ried on this day in the year of our Lord 2005. 
never/not in a thousand/mllllon/billion years informal — 
used as a strong way of saying that something is extremely 
unlikely or impossible ■ Never in a million years did I think 
she would quit her job. [=1 never thought that she would 
quit her job] ■ He will never change his mind. Not in a mil¬ 
lion years. 

put years on : to cause (someone) to look or feel older ■ 
That job has really put some years on him. 
since (the) year one (US) or Brit since the year dot infor¬ 
mal : for a very long time : since a time in the distant past ■ 
That monument has been there since the year one. 
take years off : to cause someone to look or feel younger ■ 
Not only has the diet improved how she feels, but it’s also 
taken years off (her appearance). 
vintage year see ’vintage 
year-book /'ji^buk/ noun, pi -books [count] 

1 : a book about a particular topic (such as sports or news) 
that is published each year ■ an auto industry yearbook 

2 US : a book that is published by a school each year and 
that shows the activities at the school during that year • a 
high school yearbook ■ her yearbook photo ■ They signed 
each other’s yearbooks. 

year—end /'jia-'end/ adj, always used before a noun : made 
or done at the end of the year ■ The store had a year-end sale. 

■ We finished our year-end reports. 

year-ling /'ji^lnj/ noun, pi -lings [count] : an animal (such 
as a horse) that is between one and two years old 

— yearling adj ■ yearling calves 

year-long /'ji^'lcurj/a*#, always used before a noun : lasting 
one year ■ She went on a yearlong sabbatical. 

year-ly r\\?A\/ adj 

1 : happening, done, or made once each year ■ He went for 
his yearly [-annual] checkup. ■ She renews her lease on a 
yearly basis. 

2 : of or relating to one year ■ your yearly income [=the in¬ 
come you receive each year] ■ the area’s yearly rainfall 

— yearly adv ■ You should get your car inspected yearly. 
[=once each year] ■ The report is published twice yearly. 
[=twice each year] 

yearn l l \?mjverb yearns; yearned; yearn-ing [no obj \: to 

feel a strong desire or wish for something or to do something 

■ captives yearning for freedom = captives yearning to be free 

■ People are yearning for a return to normalcy. = People are 
yearning to return to normalcy. 

— yearn-ing /'ja-nig/ noun, pi -ings [count] • She had a 
yearning to travel, [-she yearned to travel; she had a strong 
desire to travel] ■ our yearnings for peace 

synonyms yearn, long, and pine mean to want some¬ 
thing very much, yearn suggests a strong desire for some¬ 
thing combined with a feeling of sadness. ■ They yearn for 
the day when they can be together again. LONG is used 
like YEARN and may also suggest a desire for something 
that you can only get or achieve by working hard or being 
lucky. ■ She longs to be a famous artist. PINE suggests that 
you grow weak while continuing to want something that 
you may never have. ■ He pines for his homeland. 

year-round /'ji^'raund/ adj, always used before a noun : ac¬ 
tive, present, or done throughout the year ■ a year-round re¬ 
sort ■ the island’s year-round residents ■ While baseball and 
football are seasonal, bowling is a year-round sport. 

— year-round adv ■ The park is open year-round. [=all year; 
throughout the year] 

yeast /'ji:st/ noun [noncount] : a type of fungus that is used 
in making alcoholic drinks (such as beer and wine) and in 
baking to help make dough rise 
yeast infection noun, pi ~ -tions [count] US, medical : a 
disease that affects the vagina and that is caused by a fungus 

— called also (chiefly Brit) thrush 

yeasty /'ji:sti I adj yeast-l-er; -est [or more most ~]: full 

of or resembling yeast ■ yeasty bread dough • The kitchen 
had a yeasty odor. 

yech or yecch /'jAk, 'jek/ interj, US — used to express dis¬ 
gust ■ Yech\ What a mess! 

1 vell /'jel/ verb yells; yelled; yell-ing 

i: to say (something) very loudly especially because you are 
angry, surprised, or are trying to get someone’s attention 
[no obj] We saw people yelling for help. ■ She yelled [shout¬ 


ed] to her friend across the park. — often + at • Stop yelling 
at me! [+ obj] I heard someone yelling my name. • kids yell¬ 
ing [= shouting] insults at each other • “Look out!” she yelled. 

— often + out ■ He yelled out my name when he saw me. 

2 [no obj] : to make a sudden, loud cry ■ The crowd was yell¬ 
ing wildly. — often + out ■ She yelled out [=cried out] in pain. 
yell your head off see ’head 

- yell-er noun, pi -ers [count] 

2 yell noun, pi yells [count] 

1 : a sudden, loud cry — often + of ■ We heard the yells 
[^shouts] of children coming from the park. ■ a yell o/joy/tri- 
umph ■ She let out a yell. ■ (informal) Give me a yell if you 
need anything. [=call me if you need anything; let me know 
if you need anything] 

2 US : a usually rhythmic shout or cheer used especially in 
schools or colleges to show support for sports teams ■ the old 
school yell 

1 yel»low /'jelou/ adj yel-low-er; -est [or more most ~] 

1 : having the color of the sun or of ripe lemons ■ a yellow 
car ■ The raincoat was yellow. 

2 informal : afraid in a way that makes you unable to do 
what is right or expected : cowardly ■ He was too yellow to 
stand up and fight. 

3 always used before a noun : containing news that is meant 
to shock people and that is not true or is only partly true ■ 
yellow journalism 

2 VellOW noun, pi -lows : the color of the sun or of ripe lem- 
ons [noncount] The bridesmaids were dressed in yellow. ■ 
shades of yellow [count] a room decorated in yellows and 
greens — see color picture on page Cl 
3 yellow verb -lows; -lowed; -low-ing : to become yellow or 
to cause (something) to become yellow [no obj] The paper 
had yellowed with age. [+ obj] The leaves were yellowed by 
disease. 

yellow-bellied adj [more most ~] informal + old- 
fashioned : not having courage : cowardly ■ You’re a 
yellow-bellied traitor! 

yellow card noun, pi ~ cards [count] soccer : a yellow 
card that a referee holds in the air to indicate that a player 
has broken the rules of the game and is being officially 
warned — compare red card 
yellow fever noun [noncount] medical : a serious disease 
that causes fever and often yellowing of the skin and that is 
passed from one person to another especially by the bite of 
mosquitoes 

yel-low-ish /'jelawij/ adj ■ somewhat yellow ■ a flower with 
yellowish petals ■ The apple’s skin was yellowish green, 
yellow jacket noun, pi ~ -ets [count] US : a small flying in¬ 
sect that has yellow marks on its body and that can sting you 

yellow pages noun 

the yellow pages or the Yellow Pages : a phone book or 
part of a phone book that is printed on yellow paper, that 
lists the names, addresses, and phone numbers of business¬ 
es, organizations, etc., according to what they sell or pro¬ 
vide, and that includes advertisements In British En¬ 
glish, Yellow Pages is a trademark. — compare white 
PAGES 

yelp /'jclp/ verb yelps; yelped; yelp-ing [no obj]: to make 
a quick, high cry or bark ■ The dog yelped in pain. 

— yelp noun, pi yelps [count] ■ She gave/made a yelp [=she 
yelped] when I sprayed her with the hose. 

1 yen /'jen/ noun, pi yen 

1 [count] : the basic unit of money of Japan ■ It costs 300 yen. 

2 [count] : a coin or bill representing one yen ■ a handful of 
yen 

3 the yen technical : the value of the yen compared with the 
value of the money of other countries ■ The yen fell against 
the U.S. dollar. 

- compare 2 YEN 

yen noun [singular] : a strong desire for something or to do 
something ■ I had a yen [-craving] for spicy food. ■ She has a 
yen [=longing] to travel. — compare ’yen 
yeo-man /'jouman/ noun, pi -men [count] 

1 : an officer in the U.S. Navy who works as a clerk 

2 : a farmer in the past who owned a small amount of land 
yeoman’s work/service also yeoman work/service US 

: very good, hard, and valuable work that someone does 
especially to support a cause, to help a team, etc. ■ They’ve 
done yeoman’s work in raising money for the organization, 
yep /'jep/ adv, informal: ’yes ■ Yep, that’s right. — compare 
NOPE 

-yer see 2 -er 
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1 Ves /'jes/ adv 

1 — used to give a positive answer or reply to a question, re¬ 
quest, or offer ■ “Are you ready?" "Yes, I am.” ■ “Is the super¬ 
visor in today?” "Yes." • “I won’t tolerate this behavior any 
longer. Do you understand?" "Yes, sir/ma’am." ■ I asked her 
to the dance and she said yes. ■ “Would you care for some 
coffee?” "Yes, please/thanks.” [=1 would like some coffee] ■ 
I'll say yes to anything [=111 agree to do or accept anything] 
at this point. ■ “Are you happy with your job?” “ Vies and no." 
[=Pm happy about some parts of my job and unhappy about 
others] 

2 — used to express agreement with an earlier statement or 
to say that statement is true ■ Yes, I see your point. ■ “Things 
could be worse.” "Yes, that’s very true.” ■ Yes, such a policy 
would be helpful. ■ “The concert was good.” “Ves, but it was 
too crowded.” 

3 — used to introduce a statement that corrects or disagrees 
with an earlier negative statement ■ “She couldn’t have 
meant that.” "Yes, she did mean it.” • “He wasn’t even there.” 
"Yes, he was!” ■ “You can’t do that!" “Oh, yes I can.” 

4 — used to emphasize a statement or to make it more pre¬ 
cise ■ We are delighted, yes, truly delighted to see you! ■ It 
was amusing, yes, but also very moving. 

5 informal — used to express excitement, enthusiasm, or re¬ 
lief ■ “We won!” "Yes\" 

6 — used to indicate uncertainty or polite interest ■ Yes ? Can 
I help you with anything? ■ “Mr. Jones?” "Yes?" “You have a 
phone call.” 

7 — used to show you have remembered something ■ Where 
was I? Oh, yes. I was going to tell you about the dance. 
yes, yes — used to show anger or irritation ■ “We’re leaving 

in a few minutes. You need to get ready.” "Yes, yes. I know. 
I heard you the first time.” 

2 yes noun, pi yes*es also yes*ses [count] : a positive reply 
: an answer of yes ■ We need a yes to go ahead with the 
project. ■ She answered all the questions with yeses and nos. 
ye*shi«va or ye>shi>vah /ja'/iiva/ noun, pi -shi*vas or 
-Shi-vot /-(Jir'voot/ [count] : a Jewish school for religious in¬ 
struction 

yes—man /'jcs,m 2 en/ noun, pi -men /-,mcn/ [count] disap¬ 
proving : a person (especially a man) who agrees with eveiy- 
thing that someone says : a person who supports the opin¬ 
ions or ideas of someone else in order to earn that person’s 
approval ■ corporate yes-men 
1 yes»ter»day /'jeste,dei/ noun, pi -days 

1 [noncount] : the day before today ■ Yesterday's game was 
canceled because of the rain. ■ Yesterday was our anniversa¬ 
ry. ■ She gave birth to a healthy baby boy the day before yes¬ 
terday. [=two days ago] 

2 [count] somewhat formal : a time in the past : the time of 
previous years ■ The radio program features yesterday’s 
songs as well as today’s. ■ Today’s cars aren’t all that different 
from the models of yesterday. • That actor is yesterday’s 
news. [=that actor was popular once, but is not popular now] 

2 vesterdav adv : on, during, or for the day before today ■ It 
rained heavily yesterday afternoon. ■ I mailed the application 
early/late yesterday morning. ■ It was good to see you yester¬ 
day. ■ We met a month ago yesterday. [=we met one month 
and one day ago] ■ It’s been over a year since we met, but it 
seems like only yesterday. [=it seems as if we just met] 
wasn’t born yesterday see born 
yes-ter*year /'jesta'jia-/ noun 
of yesteryear literary : of the past : from a long time ago ■ 
the values of yesteryear ■ radio shows of yesteryear 
1 yet /‘jet/ adv 

T a : until now : so far ■ It’s been the hardest year yet for our 
business. [=this is the hardest year our business has ever had] 
■ His latest novel is his best one yet. ■ They haven’t done 
much yet. = (less commonly) They haven’t yet done much. ■ 
The team has not yet won a game. = The team has not won a 
game yet. = The team has yet to win a game. ■ I haven’t read 
the book yet. b : at this time : so soon as now ■ Has the mail 
arrived yet ? ■ Are we there yet? • It’s not time to eat yet. ■ 
“Are you ready?” “No, not yet." ■ We don’t yet know what 
their plans are. • Hasn’t she called yet? ■ Their suggestions 
won’t be implemented, at least not yet. ■ We don’t have a firm 
grasp of the situation yet. ■ Has he left yet? = (US, informal ) 
Did he leave yet? 

2 a : in addition — used for emphasis ■ They made up yet 
another excuse. ■ It’s yet one more example of poor sports¬ 
manship. b : to a greater extent or degree ■ The case be¬ 


came yet [=even] more mysterious as additional facts were re¬ 
vealed. 

3 : at a later time ■ It’s still early. He may yet join us for din¬ 
ner. [=there’s still a chance that he’ll join us for dinner] 

4 — used to indicate how long something will last ■ A nasty 
cold will probably keep him out of the office for a few days 
yet. [=he will probably be out of the office for a few more 
days] ■ It may be some time yet before she’s ready to date 
again. 

as yet also as of yet: until the present time : so far ■ He has 
not ay yet heard the result. = As yet he has not heard the re¬ 
sult. [=he has not yet heard the result] 
just yet see 2 just 

the best is yet to come/be see 3 best 

yet again : for another time : again ■ They arrived late yet 
again, [-once again] 

2 vet coty — used to introduce a statement that adds something 
to a previous statement and usually contrasts with it in some 
way ■ We thought the idea sounded tempting, yet [ =but] com¬ 
mon sense told us it wouldn’t work. ■ She designs simple yet 
[=but\ elegant clothing. ■ She played well, yet she didn’t qual¬ 
ify for the finals. [=although she played well, she didn’t qual¬ 
ify for the finals] ■ Everyone seemed pleased, and yet I had 
the feeling that something was wrong, 
ye-ti /*jcti/ noun, pi -tis [count] : abominable snowman 
yew /‘ju:/ noun, pi yews 

1 [count] : an evergreen tree or bush with stiff needles and 
small red berries 

2 [noncount] : the wood of a yew ■ a bow made of yew 
Yid*dish /’jidi// noun [noncount] : a language based on Ger¬ 
man that is written in Hebrew characters and that was origi¬ 
nally spoken by Jews of central and eastern Europe 

— Yiddish adj ■ Yiddish words/expressions ■ Yiddish culture 
1 yield /'ji:Id/ verb yields; yield*ed; yielding 

1 [+ obj] a : to produce or provide (something, such as a 
plant or crop) ■ The apple/peach trees yielded an abundant 
harvest. ■ This soil should yield good crops. ■ The seeds yield 
a rich oil. b : to produce (something) as a result of time, ef¬ 
fort, or work ■ New methods have yielded promising results 
in the field. ■ The studies yielded clear evidence. — some¬ 
times + up ■ Their research has yielded up some surprising re¬ 
sults. c : to produce (a profit, an amount of money, etc.) ■ 
The tax is expected to yield millions. ■ The bond yields seven 
percent annually. 

2 [no obj ] : to agree to do or accept something that you have 
been resisting : to stop trying to resist or oppose something ■ 
After several hours of debate, the opposition yielded. — of¬ 
ten + to ■ The company refused to yield to the protesters’ de¬ 
mands. ■ The architect yielded to critics and changed the de¬ 
sign. ■ I finally yielded to temptation and had some cake. 

3 a [+ obj] : to allow (something) to be taken or controlled 
by another person, group, etc. ■ Ground troops refused to 
yield [=(more commonly) surrender] the fortress to the ene¬ 
my. — sometimes used figuratively ■ Despite all my argu¬ 
ments she was unwilling to yield the point to me. [=she was 
unwilling to admit that I was right] b formal : to give 
(someone) the chance to speak at a public meeting — + to 
[+ obj] I yield the floor to the Senator from Maine, [no obj] I 
yield to the Senator, c [no obj] : to stop trying to fight some¬ 
one or something ■ The enemy refused to yield. [=give up] 

4 [no obj] : to bend, stretch, or break because of physical 
force or pressure ■ Ripe fruit should yield slightly to pres¬ 
sure. [=ripe fruit should be just a little bit soft] ■ The heavy 
weight caused the rope to yield. 

5 US : to allow another car or person to go ahead of you or 
in front of you [no obj] The driver failed to yield [ =(Brit ) give 
way] and was hit by another car. ■ You must yield to pedestri¬ 
ans in the crosswalk. [+ obj] Oncoming traffic must yield the 
right-of-way. 

2 yield noun, pi yields [count] 

1 : the amount of something that is produced by a plant, 
farm, etc. ■ Our yield of wheat increased this year. ■ The aver¬ 
age yield per tree is about one bushel. 

2 : the profit made from an investment ■ The yield on gov¬ 
ernment bonds is currently seven percent. ■ stocks with high- 
percentage yields 

yielding /'jiiidnj/ adj 

1 [more —; most —]: tending to do or willing to do what oth¬ 
er people want • She has a gentle, yielding temperament. 

2 : producing an indicated amount of something — used in 
combination ■ a high -yielding crop ■ low -yielding securities 
[=securities that do not produce a high profit] 
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3 [more most ~] : bending or stretching easily : not rigid 
or stiff ■ The seat was made with a soft and yielding material, 
yikes /'jaiks/ interj, informal — used to express a feeling of 
fear or surprise ■ Yikesl Is it really midnight already? ■ Yikes , 
I didn’t see you there. 

yin /'jin/ noun [ noncount ] in Chinese philosophy : one of the 
two forces that together form everything that exists : the fe¬ 
male principle of the universe that is considered dark and 
passive and is associated with earth — compare yang 
the yin and yang chiefly US : the two opposite sides or parts 
of something ■ learning about the yin and yang of politics 
yip /'jip/ verb yips; yipped; yip*plng [no obj ] US, of a dog 
: to bark in high, quick sounds ■ We could hear the puppy 
yipping playfully in its kennel. 

yip*pee /'jipi/ interj, informal + old-fashioned — used to ex¬ 
press delight or joy ■ Yippee] We’re on vacation! 

YMCA /gwai.cniiSii'ei/ noun 

the YMCA : an international organization originally for 
young men that provides social programs, a place for ath¬ 
letic activities, etc., for the people in a community ■ He’s a 
member of the YMCA. ■ We play basketball every weekend 
at the YMCA. [=at the building owned and operated by the 
YMCA] — often used before another noun ■ a YMCA 
membership — called also (US, informal ) the Y YMCA is 
an abbreviation of “Young Men’s Christian Association.” 
yo /'jou/ interj, US, informal — used especially to attract 
someone’s attention, as a greeting, or in response to a greet¬ 
ing ■ Yo\ What’s up? ■ Yol Listen up! 
yob /'ja:b/ noun, pi yobs [count] Brit, informal : a teenage 
boy or young man who does noisy and sometimes violent 
things as part of a group or gang : hooligan ■ A couple of 
yobs damaged his car. 

1 yo*del /'joud]/ verb -dels; US -deled or Brit -delled; US 
-del-ing or Brit -deMing : to sing loudly while changing 
your voice back and forth between a natural pitch and a 
higher pitch [no obj ] The mountaineers were yodeling. [+ 
obj] She yodeled a song. 

— yo-del.er (US) or Brit yo-deMer /'joudla^ noun, pi -ers 
[count] 

2 yodel /'joudl/ noun, pi yodels [count] : a song, shout, or cry 
made by yodeling 
yo*ga /'jouga/ noun [noncount] 

1 : a system of exercises for mental and physical health ■ She 
teaches yoga. ■ a yoga class/instructor 

2 Yoga : a Hindu philosophy that teaches a person to expe¬ 
rience inner peace by controlling the body and mind 

yo*gi /'jougi/ noun, pi -gis [count] 

1 : a person who practices yoga 

2 Yogi : a follower of Yoga 

yo*gurt also Brit yo-ghurt /'joug^t/ noun, pi -gurts [count, 
noncount] : a food that is made when bacteria is added to 
milk and that is often flavored and chilled ■ blueberry yogurt 
1 yoke /'jouk/ noun, pi yokes 

1 [count] : a bar or frame that is attached to the heads or 
necks of two work animals (such as oxen) so that they can 
pull a plow or heavy load 

2 [singular] formal + literary : something that causes people 
to be treated cruelly and unfairly especially by taking away 
their freedom — + of* The country has struggled to free it¬ 
self from the yoke of foreign rule. ■ the yoke of tyranny 

2 yoke verb yokes; yoked; yok*ing [+ obj] : to connect (two 
animals) by a yoke ■ The two oxen were yoked together. — 
often used figuratively ■ He was yoked to his job. 
yo*kel /'joukal/ noun, pi -kels [count] informal — used as an 
insulting word for a person who lives in a small town or in 
the country far away from cities and is regarded as stupid ■ 
He dismissed his critics as a bunch of yokels. 
yolk /'jouk/ noun, pi yolks [count, noncount] : the yellow 
part in the center of an egg 

Yom Kip-pur Ajoumki'pua 1 / noun [noncount] : a Jewish 
holiday observed in September or October during which 
Jewish people do not eat or drink anything and pray to ask 
for forgiveness for mistakes made during the year 
yon /'ja:n/ adv, old-fashioned + literary : to that place ■ They 
have been traveling hither and yon. [=here and there; travel¬ 
ing to many different places] 

yon*der /'jainda 1 / adv, old-fashioned + literary : at or in that 
place : over there ■ the trees over yonder • We could see peo¬ 
ple gathering down yonder by the riverbank. 

— yonder adj ■ from yonder tower [=from the tower over 
there] 


yonks /*ja:ijks/ noun [noncount] Brit, informal : a long peri¬ 
od of time ■ She’s lived there for yonks [=ages] now. 
yoof /'ju:f/ noun [noncount] Brit, informal + humorous 
: young people as a group ■ the nation’s yoof [-youth] • yoof 
culture 

yoo—hoo /'ju:,hu:/ interj, informal — used to attract some¬ 
one’s attention or to call out to someone ■ Yoo-hool We re 
over here! ■ Yoo-hool Is anybody there? 
yore /'joa*/ noun 

of yore literary : of the past ■ in days of yore [=of old] ■ The 
great composers of yore performed for kings and queens. 
York-shlre pudding /'joaJcja-/ noun, pi ^ -dings [count, 
noncount] : a baked British food that is made from eggs, 
flour, and milk and that is traditionally served with meat 
Yorkshire terrier noun, pi - -ers [count] : a very small 
dog with long straight hair that is brown or tan and gray 
— see picture at dog 
VOU /'ju:, ja/ pronoun 

1 — used to refer to the person or group of people that is be¬ 
ing addressed as the subject of a verb or as the object of a 
verb or preposition ■ You are absolutely right. ■ I love you. ■ 
What did she tell you ? ■ You have been a pleasure to work 
with. ■ You can’t be serious. ■ What did you mean by that? • 
How can I help you ? ■ I’d like to have a talk with you. ■ I'll 
meet you there. ■ We will give you a few hours to discuss the 
matter. ■ Divide it between you. [^yourselves] ■ We hope to 
see you both at the party. = We hope to see both of you at the 
party. 

2 — used to refer to any person or to people in general ■ If 
you smoke too much, you may harm your lungs. ■ The work 
is hard, but after a while, you get used to it. ■ How do you 
change a tire? [=what is the proper way to change a tire?] 

3 informal — used to address someone directly ■ "You in the 
red shirt! Come here!” — often used before another noun ■ 
You fool! * You guys crack me up. ■ Calm down, you two. 
for you informal — used to say that someone has done 

something that is typical or expected ■ He’s already forgot¬ 
ten he was hurt—that’s a child for you. [=that’s the way 
children are] — often used to show disapproval ■ The may¬ 
or never responded to our complaints—that’s city govern¬ 
ment for you! 

you and yours : you and the people in your family or the 
people you care about ■ Best wishes to you and yours for a 
joyous holiday season. 

you—all /ju'ail, 'ja:l jpronoun, US, informal — used mainly 
in speech in the Southern U.S. to address two or more people 
■ How are you-all [=y'al[\ doing? 
you’d /'ju:d, jad/ — used as a contraction of you had or you 
would • If youd [=you had] read the note, it would have saved 
us some trouble. ■ Youd [=you would] be surprised how easy 
it was to assemble. 

you—know—what noun [noncount] informal 

1 — used in speech to refer to something that is not named 
but is known to both the hearer and speaker ■ I’ve hidden the 
you-know-what in the closet. 

2 — used in place of a rude or offensive word in order to ex¬ 
press anger or annoyance ■ He’s a complete you-know-what. • 
That’s a big pile of you-know-what. 

you—know—who noun [noncount] informal — used in 
speech to refer to someone who is not named but is known 
to both the hearer and speaker ■ We’re planning to throw a 
party for you-know-who. 

you’ll /'ju:l, jal/ — used as a contraction of you will ■ I hope 
you'll come to the party. ■ You'll love this movie. 

1 young /'jAg/ adj youn*ger /'jAuga*/; -gest /-gast/ 

1 : in an early stage of life, growth, or development; not yet 
old ■ mothers with young children ■ a lively young colt ■ a 
young tomato plant ■ He looks young for his age. ■ A very 
nice young man/woman greeted us at the door. ■ Young peo¬ 
ple today have a lot of opportunities. * He dreamed of being 
an artist when he was young. ■ soldiers who died young ■ The 
movie isn’t suitable for young viewers. • my younger brother ■ 
He's still too young to buy alcohol legally. ■ Our youngest 
daughter just started school. ■ He worked as a farmhand in 
his younger days. [=when he was younger] ■ The band mem¬ 
bers are still young at heart [=they think and act like young 
people; they are active and have a lot of energy] ■ “ When I 
was young," the man said, “the world was a different place.” 

2 : recently formed, produced, started, etc. ■ a young [=new] 
publishing company • a young industry ■ The season is still 
young. ■ a young cheese ■ young wine 

not getting any younger informal + humorous — used to 
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say that someone is getting older and may not have much 
more time to do something • If we really want to see Paris, 
we should do it soon, We’re not getting any younger , you 
know. 

the younger 1 — used in comparing the ages of two peo¬ 
ple who are members of the same family ■ He’s the younger 
of her two brothers. 2 — used to refer to the younger of 
two people (such as a father and son) who have the same 
name ■ the painters Hans Holbein the Elder and his son 
Hans Holbein the Younger 

years young informal — used to describe an older person’s 
age in a way that is meant to suggest that the person still 
looks or feels young ■ She’s 60 years young today! 
you're only young once — used to say that people should 
enjoy themselves while they are young 
2 young noun 

1 the young : young people ■ music that appeals to the 
young ■ The very young and the elderly are particularly sensi¬ 
tive to the disease. 

2 [ plural] : young animals, birds, etc. • a robin feeding her 
young ■ The young of a wolf are called pups. 

young and old: young and old people ■ The game is played 
by young and old alike. ■ a story for young and old [=a story 
that will appeal to people of all ages] 
young gun noun, pi ~ guns [count] informal : a young 
person who is successful or who is expected to be successful 

■ He’s one of the young guns at the law firm, 
youngish /'jAgi// adj : somewhat young ■ a youngish phy¬ 
sician 

young Offender noun, pi ~ -ers [count] Brit : a criminal 
who is under the age of 18 

young*Ster /'jAgsta 1 / noun, pi -stars [count] somewhat old- 
fashioned : a young person ■ As a youngster, he was very shy. 
• bright-eyed youngsters interested in learning 
VOUr f]oe, ja7 adj, always used before a noun, possessive form 
of YOU 

1 : relating to or belonging to you ■ Your garden is beautiful. 

■ Please wash your hands before dinner. • What is your new 
house like? • You forgot your wallet at the restaurant. • Don’t 
worry about me—you’ve got your own problems.: made or 
done by you ■ Your contributions are valuable. • Did you fin¬ 
ish your homework? ■ With your permission, we can take a 
blood test. ■ You always manage to impress us with your 
ideas. 

2 — used to refer to any person or to people in general ■ 
She’s not your [=a] typical teenager. ■ Exercising regularly is 
good for your [=one's] health. 

3 — used in the titles of royalty, judges, etc. ■ Your Majesty ■ 
May we approach the bench, Your Honor? 

| Do not confuse your with you're. \ 

you’re /'joas ja/ — used as a contraction of you are ■ You're 
not going fast enough. • She thinks you ’re a nice guy. 

| Do not confuse you're with your. \ 

VOUrS /'joa«z/ pronoun 

1 : that which belongs to you : your one : your ones ■ This 
glass is yours. [=this glass belongs to you; it is your glass] ■ 
Yours is the glass on the left. [=your glass is the one on the 
left] ■ My car is old, but yours is older. ■ The responsibility for 
keeping the apartment clean is yours. • All those CDs of 
yours take up an awful lot of space. • Is that guy a friend of 
yours ? [=your friend] ■ My wife is a big fan of yours. 

2 — used at the end of an informal letter ■ Yours, David 

3 old-fashioned : your letter ■ This is in reply to yours of the 
24th. 

up yours see 3 up 
you and yours see you 
yours ever or ever yours see ever 
yours sincerely or sincerely yours see sincerely 
yours truly see truly 
VOUr»Self /ja^self/ pronoun 

1 : the person that is being addressed a — used as the ob¬ 
ject of a verb or preposition when the person being ad¬ 
dressed has already been mentioned ■ You’ve got to behave 
yourself . ■ Be careful or you might hurt yourself. ■ When you 
need to relax, picture/imagine yourself at the beach listening 
to the gentle sound of the waves. ■ You need to feel good 
about yourself. ■ You can judge for yourself. ■ You should 
make a mental note to yourself. • You’re making a fool/spec¬ 
tacle of yourself, b — used to emphasise that a particular 
person already mentioned has done, thought, or said some¬ 


thing ■ You reminded them yourself, remember? ■ If you’re 
not happy with the paint job, you can repaint the whole 
thing yourself . — often used after the noun or pronoun it re¬ 
fers to ■ You yourself reminded them, remember? 

2 : your normal or healthy self ■ You’re not yourself today. Is 
something wrong? ■ You’ll feel like yourself again after some 
time away. 

be yourself : to act or behave as you normally do ■ If you 
want to get a girl to like you, the best thing you can do is 
just be yourself. 

by yourself 1 : without any help ■ You will have to make 
dinner by yourself tonight. • You fixed the car (all) by your- 
selfl 2 : with nobody else ■ Do you like living by yourself? 
• You’re not traveling there by yourself. 
your-selves /j^selvz/ pronoun 

1 : those ones that are you: a — used as the object of a 
verb or preposition to refer to a group of people who are be¬ 
ing addressed after that group has already been mentioned ■ 
You children deserve to buy yourselves a treat. ■ You have a 
right to be proud of yourselves. • You can judge for your¬ 
selves. b — used for emphasis to refer again to a group that 
is being addressed after that group has already been men¬ 
tioned ■ You should have done it yourselves. • Did you guys 
build the house yourselves ? • Keep in mind that you were 
young once yourselves. 

2 : your normal or healthy selves ■ You’ll feel more like your¬ 
selves after a good rest. 

by yourselves 1 : without any help ■ I can’t believe you 
fixed the car by yourselves. 2 : with nobody else ■ You 
boys aren’t old enough to go to the mall by yourselves. 
VOUth /'ju:9/ noun, pi youths /'ju:5z/ 

1 [noncount] : the time of life when someone is young : the 
time when a young person has not yet become an adult ■ She 
had a troubled/privileged youth. • He spent his youth in the 
Midwest. ■ He got into a lot of trouble in his youth. ■ a gener¬ 
ation trying to recapture lost youth • youth groups • (Brit) a 
youth club [=a club that provides various activities for young 
people] — see also fountain of youth 

2 [noncount] : the time when something is new and not yet 
established ■ when the industry was still in its youth 

3 [count] : a teenage boy or young man ■ a tough-looking 
youth • Four youths are suspected of starting the fire. 

4 the youth : young people • the youth of today ■ The show 
sends a strong message to the youth of America. ■ The city’s 
youth need strong role models. 

5 [noncount] : the quality or state of being young ■ She’s 70 
years old but still full of youth. 

glided youth see oild 
youthful /'ju:0fal/ acff [more most ~] 

1 : having or showing the freshness or energy of someone 
who is young ■ youthful good looks ■ He’s a youthful 50-year- 
old. ■ My grandparents are still very youthful. 

2 : having or showing the innocence, hope, lack of knowl¬ 
edge, etc., of someone who is young ■ youthful optimism ■ 
youthful inexperience 

- youth'fuMy adv ■ a youthfully energetic group - youth- 
TUbness noun [noncount] 

youth hostel noun, pi ~ -tels [count]: hostel 
you’ve /'ju:v, jav/ — used as a contraction of you have • I 
think you've solved the problem, 
yowl /'jawal/ verb yowls; yowled; yowMng [no obj] : to 
make a loud, long cry of grief, pain, or distress ■ The cat was 
yowling outside. • He was yowling in pain. 

- yowl noun, pi yowls [count] ■ He let out a yowl when he 
caught his finger in the door. 

1 y©“yo /'jou.jou/ noun, pi yo-yos 
[count] : a round toy that has two flat 
sides with a string attached to its center, 
that is held in your hand, and that is 
made to go up and down by unwinding 
and rewinding the string with a move¬ 
ment of your wrist 

2 yo-yo verb yo-yos; yo-yoed; yo-yo- 

Ing [no obj] : to move repeatedly and 
quickly up and down or from a higher 
level to a lower level ■ Her weight has yo- 
yoed in recent years. [=she has lost weight 
and then gained weight again quickly] 
yt. abbr 1 year 2 your 

YT abbr Yukon Territory yo-yo 

yu»an /'ju:wan/ noun, pi yuan [count] : the basic unit of 
money in China; also : a coin or bill worth one yuan 
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yuc-ca /'jAka/ noun, pi -cas [count] : a type of plant that 
grows in dry regions and has hard pointed leaves at the base 
and a long stem with white flowers 
yuck /'jAk/ inter], informal — used to express disgust ■ Yuck. 
I hate meat loaf. 

yucky also US yuk-ky /'jAki/ adj yuck-i-er also yuk-ki-er; 
-est [also more most ~] informal 

1 : causing discomfort, disgust, or a strong feeling of dislike 
: unpleasant and disgusting ■ The water was dirty and 
smelled yucky. ■ yucky food 

2 : having an unpleasant feeling in your stomach : some¬ 
what sick ■ 1 felt yucky after eating all that cake. 

Yule /'ju:l/ noun, pi Yules [count, noncount \ old-fashioned 
: Christmas ■ the Yule season 

yule log noun, pi — logs [count] : a large log that is tradi¬ 
tionally burned in a fireplace on Christmas Eve 
Yule*tide /'ju:l,taid/ noun, pi -tides [count, noncount] old- 
fashioned + literary : the Christmas season ■ the festive atmo¬ 
sphere of Yuletide • Yuletide cheer 
yunvmy /'jAmi/ adj yum-mi-er; -est [also more most ~] 
informal : very pleasing to the taste : delicious ■ a yummy 
dessert "He prepared all sorts of yummy dishes. 


yup /'jAp/ adv , informal : yes ■ “It’s cold out, isn’t it?” “Yup , it 
sure is.” 

yUp-pie /'jApi/ noun, pi -pies [count] often disapproving : a 
young college-educated adult who has a job that pays a lot of 
money and who lives and works in or near a large city ■ Her 
friends are just a bunch of yuppies. — often used before an¬ 
other noun ■ her yuppie friends 
yup-pi-fy /'jApg.fai/ verb -ties; -tied; -fy-ing [+ obj] infor¬ 
mal + disapproving : to change (a city, neighborhood, etc.) so 
that it is more appealing to young people who make a lot of 
money : to make (something) appealing to yuppies ■ a yuppi- 
fied neighborhood/restaurant 
YWCA /^aiidAbalju.sii'ei/ noun 
the YWCA : an international organization that provides so¬ 
cial programs, a place for athletic activities, etc., for the 
people and especially the women in a community • She’s a 
member of the YWCA. ■ The meeting will be held at the 
YWCA. [=at the building owned and operated by the 
YWCA] — often used before another noun ■ a YWCA 
membership — called also (US, informal ) the Y YWCA is 
an abbreviation of “Young Women’s Christian Associa¬ 
tion.” 




ZorZ fzv., Brit 'zed/ noun, pi z’s or ZS or Z’s or Zs /'zi:z, Brit 
•zedz/ 

1 : the 26th letter of the English alphabet [count] a word 
that begins with a z [noncount] a word that begins with z 

2 Z’s also Zs or z’s [plural] US, informal : sleep ■ I managed 
to catch/get some Z’s [=get some sleep] on the flight. 

3 [noncount] — used in the phrase x, y, and z to refer to the 
third thing in a group of three unnamed things ■ She says 
that I need to do x, y, and z before I can be promoted. 
front A to Z see *a 

zaf-tig /'za:ftig/ adj [more most ~] chiefly US, informal, of 
a woman : slightly fat in an attractive way : having a full, 
rounded figure ■ The actress playing the lead role was a zaftig 
blonde. 

za-ny /'zemi/ adj za-ni-er; -est [also more most ~] infor¬ 

mal : very strange and silly ■ my zany [=-wacky] aunt ■ He has 
a zany [=crazy] sense of humor. 

— za-ni-ness /'zeininas/ noun [noncount] 

zap /'zsep/ verb zaps; zapped; zap-ping informal 

1 [+ obj] a : to attack, destroy, or kill (someone or some¬ 
thing) quickly ■ The flowers were zapped by the cold weath¬ 
er. — often used figuratively ■ The loss on Monday zapped 
[= killed] any chance the team had to go on to the finals. ■ He 
was zapped [=hit] with a finance charge because of a single 
late payment, b : to hit (someone or something) with elec¬ 
tricity ■ Lightning zapped [= struck ] the tree. = The tree was 
zapped by lightning. • She won’t work with the wiring be¬ 
cause she’s afraid of getting zapped, [=shocked, electrocuted] 
C : to shoot (someone or something) with an electric gun, la¬ 
ser, etc. ■ The aliens in the movie zapped people from space¬ 
ships. ■ The doctor zapped [- removed] a mole on the patient’s 
back with a laser. 

2 [+ obj] informal : to heat or cook (something) in a micro- 
wave oven ■ She reheated her muffin by zapping it in the mi¬ 
crowave for a few seconds. 

3 : to change what you are watching on television by using 
an electronic device (called a remote control) [no obj] I 
zapped through the channels for a while before falling 
asleep. ■ We tape the show so we can zap through the com¬ 
mercials. [+ obj] We tape the show so we can zap [=skip] the 
commercials. 

4 a [no obj] : to move quickly or suddenly ■ Pain zapped 
through his ankle, b [+ obj] : to send (something or some¬ 
one) quickly from one place to another through electronic 
means ■ He can zap the file to the office from his laptop. ■ 
The images can be zapped into our homes from anywhere 
via satellite. "In the movie the hero is zapped into the past in 
a time machine. 

zap-per /'zzepa*/ noun, pi -pers [count] informal 


1 : an electronic device that attracts and kills insects ■ a bug 
zapper 

2 Brit : remote control 1 

zeal /'zi:I/ noun [noncount] : a strong feeling of interest and 
enthusiasm that makes someone very eager or determined to 
do something ■ She attacked her homework with renewed 
zeal [-enthusiasm] after getting her first A. ■ a politician 
known for his zeal [^passion] for reform ■ religious/entrepre¬ 
neurial zeal ■ The camp counselors enforced regulations with 
excessive zeal. [=enforced regulations too strictly] 
zeal-Ot /'zelat/ noun , pi -Ots [count] often disapproving : a 
person who has very strong feelings about something (such 
as religion or politics) and who wants other people to have 
those feelings : a zealous person ■ religious zealots [-fanatics] 
* Her father is an exercise zealot . [=he is very serious about 
exercising] 

— zeal-ot-ry /'zelatri/ noun [noncount] ■ religious zealotry 
zeal-OUS /'zclas/ adj [more most ~] : feeling or showing 

strong and energetic support for a person, cause, etc. : filled 
with zeal ■ zealous fans ■ She was one of the president’s most 
zealous [=ardent] supporters. ■ The detective was zealous in 
her pursuit of the kidnappers. 

— zeal-ous-ly adv ■ She zealously pursued the kidnappers. 
— zeal-ous-ness noun [noncount] 

ze-bra /'zi:br3, Brit 'zebra/ 
noun, pi ze-bras also zebra 
[count] : an African animal 
that looks like a horse and 
has black and white stripes 
covering its body 
zebra crossing noun, pi ~ 

-ings [count] Brit : a path 
that is painted with stripes on 
a street or road and that 
marks the place where peo¬ 
ple can safely cross : cross¬ 
walk — compare pelican 
crossing 

zed /'zed/ noun, pi zeds [count] Brit : the letter z 
zee /'zi:/ noun, pi zees [count] US : the letter z 
zeit-gelst /'zaitjgaist/ noun [singular] : the general beliefs, 
ideas, and spirit of a time and place ■ His songs perfectly cap¬ 
tured the Zeitgeist of 1960s America. 

Zen /'zen/ noun [noncount] : a Japanese form of Buddhism 
that emphasizes meditation — called also Zen Buddhism 
ze-nith /'ziinaO, Brit 'zenaO/ noun [singular] 

1 formal : the strongest or most successful period of time ■ 
At its zenith [-peak] in the 1980s, the company employed 
more than 300 people. ■ That was the zenith [=the highest 
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point] of her career. — opposite nadir 
2 technical : the highest point reached in the sky by the sun, 
moon, etc. 

zeph-yr /'zcizr/ noun, pi -yrs [count] literary : a very slight 
or gentle wind ■ a gentle zephyr 
zep-pe*lin /'zepalan/ noun, pi -iins [count] : a large aircraft 
without wings that floats because it is filled with gas and that 
has a rigid frame inside its body to help it keep its shape 

— compare airship, bump, hot-air balloon 
1 ze«ro /'ziroo/ noun , pi ze*ros also ze-roes 

1 : the number 0 [count] One million is a one with six zeros 
[-(Brit) noughts] after it. [noncount] Two minus two equals 
zero. 

2 [noncount] : the temperature shown by the zero mark on a 
thermometer ■ It’s supposed to fall below zero tonight. ■ The 
temperature is 10° above/below zero. — see also absolute 
ZERO, SUBZERO 

3 [noncount] : nothing at all • They are working to reduce 
the mortality rate to zero. • Her contribution to the project 
was close to zero, [-she did almost nothing on the project] ■ 
The car can go from zero to 60 in 10 seconds. [=from not 
moving at all to going 60 miles per hour in 10 seconds] ■ ( in¬ 
formal ) I know zero [=nada, zilch ] about fixing computers. ■ 
You’ll have to start from zero [-from scratch] if you can’t find 
your notes. 

4 [count] informal : a person who is not important, interest¬ 
ing, popular, etc. — usually singular ■ Her new boyfriend’s a 
real zero, [closer] 

— see also ground zero 

2 zero adj : not any ■ The economy experienced zero [=no] in¬ 
flation last year. ■ ( informal ) He has zero [=no] chance of win¬ 
ning. = His chances of winning are zero. [= nonexistent ] 
3 zero verb zeroes; ze-roed; ze-roing [+ obj] technical : to 
set (a measuring device, such as a scale) so that it reads 0 ■ 
zero the scale 

zero in on [phrasal verb] zero in on (someone or something) 
1 : to direct all of your attention to (someone or some¬ 
thing) ■ My teacher helped me zero in on my problems with 
algebra. ■ Scientists are hoping to zero in on a cure. 2 : to 
aim something (such as a gun or camera) directly at (some¬ 
one or something) ■ The gunner zeroed in on the target. ■ 
He zeroed in on her with the camera. 
zero out [phrasal verb] zero (something) out or zero out 
(something) US : to reduce the amount of (something) to 
zero ■ Be sure to zero out [=empty] the account before you 
switch banks. : to remove (something) completely ■ New 
legislation will zero out further funding for the project. 
[=will completely eliminate further funding for the 
project] ■ This program will be zeroed out [=eliminated] in 
the budget for next year. 

zero gravity noun [noncount] : a state or condition in 
which there is no gravity ■ experiments conducted in zero 
gravity 

zero hour noun [noncount] : the time at which an event 
(such as a military attack) is scheduled to begin 
zero—SUm game noun [singular] : a situation in which one 
person or group can win something only by causing another 
person or group to lose it ■ Dividing up the budget is a zero- 
sum game. 

zero tolerance noun [noncount] : a policy of giving the 
most severe punishment possible to every person who com¬ 
mits a crime or breaks a rule ■ The police announced that 
there will be zero tolerance for looters. [=anyone caught loot¬ 
ing will be punished as harshly as possible] ■ The camp has a 
zero tolerance drug and alcohol policy. [=drugs and alcohol 
are not allowed at the camp and anyone found with drugs or 
alcohol will be punished] 
zest /‘zest/ noun 

1 a : lively excitement : a feeling of enjoyment and enthusi¬ 
asm [noncount] We’d hoped to recapture some of the zest 
[-energy] and enthusiasm of youth at the reunion, [singular] 
She has a real zest for life. [=she enjoys life very much] b : a 
lively quality that increases enjoyment, excitement, or ener¬ 
gy [noncount] His humor added zest to the performance. 
[singular] His humor added a certain zest to the performance. 

2 [noncount] : small pieces of the skin of a lemon, orange, or 
lime that are used to flavor food ■ The recipe calls for a table¬ 
spoon of lemon zest. — compare 2 peel, rind 

— zest-ful /'zcstfsl/ adj [more most ~] ■ a zestful perfor¬ 
mance — zest-fuMy adv 

zesty /'zesti/ adj zest-i*er; -est [also more most ~] chief¬ 
ly US 


1 : having a strong, pleasant, and somewhat spicy flavor ■ a 
zesty sauce 

2 : lively and pleasing : full of zest ■ zesty humor 

— zest*i-ness noun [noncount] 

1 zig*zag /‘zig.zseg/ noun, 

pi -zags [count] : a line 

that has a series of short, / \ \ \ / \ 

sharp turns or angles ■ ' v v v 
The kids were running in zigzag 

circles and zigzags around 

the yard. ■ He’s wearing a shirt with red zigzags on it. ■ a zig¬ 
zag pattern 

2 zigzag verb -zags; -zagged; -zag.ging [no obj]: to move 
along a path that has a series of short, sharp turns or angles ■ 
We saw a motorcycle zigzagging on the highway. ■ The player 
with the ball zigzagged back and forth down the field. ■ A dirt 
road zigzags up the steep hill to our cabin, 
zilch /‘ziltf/ noun [noncount] informal : nothing at all ■ I 
know zilch about him. ■ She's done zilch [=nada] to help me 
out. 

ziMion /'ziljan/ noun, pi -lions [count] informal ; a very 
large number ■ zillions of ants ■ I have a zillion chores to fin¬ 
ish before we can leave. 

Zim-mer frame /'zimW trademark, Brit — used for a met¬ 
al frame that someone (such as an injured or elderly person) 
can use for support while walking 
zinc /'ziqk/ noun [noncount] : a bluish-white metal that is 
very common and is used especially to make brass and as a 
protective coating for things made of iron and steel 
zine /'zi:n/ noun, pi zines [count] informal : a small maga¬ 
zine that is written by people who are not professional writ¬ 
ers and that usually has stories about a particular subject ■ a 
punk zine *v* Zine is a shortened form of the word magazine. 

— see also fanzine 

1 zing /'ziq/ noun [noncount] informal : a quality that makes 
something exciting, interesting, etc. ■ They needed to put 
some zing back into their relationship. ■ A brightly colored 
scarf can add zing [= interest ] to any basic black outfit. ■ The 
chili peppers give the sauce a little extra zing. 

2 zing verb zings; zinged; zing.ing informal 

1 [no obj] : to move very quickly and make a humming 
sound ■ The bullets zinged [-zipped] past our ears. 

2 [+ obj] US, informal : to insult or criticize (someone) in a 
sharp, clever, or playful way ■ The comics spent the evening 
cracking jokes and zinging each other. ■ His opponent has 
run television ads zinging him. 

zing*er /'ziga-/ noun, pi -ers [count] US, informal : a quick 
and clever comment that criticizes or insults someone ■ The 
candidate couldn’t help getting off a zinger or two about his 
opponent. 

zin-nia /'zinija/ noun, pi -nias [count] : a plant that is grown 
in gardens for its brightly colored flowers 
Zi-ori'ism /'zaja^izam/ noun [noncount] : political support 
for the creation and development of a Jewish homeland in 
Israel 

— Zi«on*ist /'zajamst/ noun, pi -ists [count] — Zionist adj ■ 
the Zionist movement 

1 zip /'zip/ verb zips; zipped; zip*ping 

1 : to close, open, or connect something with a zipper [+ 
obj] I helped him zip his jacket. ■ She zipped the tent open/ 
closed, [no obj] The luggage zips open. 

2 [+ obj] computers : to reduce the size of (a file) by using 
special software : compress ■ This kind of file can be zipped 
and unzipped easily. 

zip up [phrasal verb] 1 zip (something) up or zip up (some¬ 
thing) : to close or connect (something) with a zipper ■ He 
zipped up his jacket. 2 zip (someone) up or zip up (some¬ 
one) : to use a zipper to fasten someone’s clothing ■ Will 
you zip me up, please? ■ I zipped her up because she 
couldn’t do it herself. 

zip your lip or zip It US, informal : to stop talking immedi¬ 
ately ■ Tell your sister to zip her lip ! [=shut up] ■ She angrily 
told him to zip it. 

— compare 3 ZIP 

2 zip noun, pi zips [count] Brit : zipper ■ The zip was stuck and 
we couldn’t open the suitcase. — compare 4 zip, s zip, 6 zip 
3 zip verb, always followed by an adverb or preposition zips; 
zipped; zipping [no obj]: to move or act very quickly ■ We 
zipped [=rushed] through the store to find my sister some 
jeans. ■ Cars were zipping past us on the highway. ■ The mo¬ 
torcyclist was zipping in and out of traffic. — compare 'zip 
4 zip noun [noncount] informal 
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1 : energy and excitement • The performance seemed to lack 
zip. • We’ll try to add a little zip [=zing] to the usual recipe. ■ 
Plant some red flowers to give your garden more zip. 

2 : speed of movement • The pitcher put some extra zip on 
his fastball. ■ a car with plenty of zip 

- compare 2 zip, s zip, 6 zip 
5 zip noun [noncount] US, informal 

1 : nothing at all ■ My opinion counts for zip around here. • 
The city council has done zip to deal with this problem. ■ I 
know zip [-zilch] about carpentry. 

2 : a score of zero ■ We won the game 7-zip. • The final score 
was 7 to zip. [-(Brit) nil] 

- compare 2 zip, ‘‘zip, 6 zip 

6 zip or ZIP /‘zip/ noun, pi zips or ZIPs [count] US : zip code 

— compare 2 zip, 4 zip, 5 ZIP 

zip code or ZIP code noun, pi ~ codes [count] US : a 
group of numbers that is used in the U.S. as part of an ad¬ 
dress to identify a mail delivery area (such as a town or a 
part of a city) — called also zip', compare postcode 
zip file also zipped file noun, pi ~ files [count] computers 
: a computer file in which a large amount of repeated infor¬ 
mation has been removed to make it smaller 
zip*per /'zip^/ noun, pi -pers [count] US : a device that is 
made of two rows of metal or plastic teeth and another piece 
that slides over the teeth to make them fit together or come 
apart and that is used to fasten clothing, open or close bags, 
etc. ■ The zipper was stuck and we couldn’t open the suitcase. 

■ Can you help him with his zipper ? — called also {Brit) zip 
-zipper verb -pers; -pered; -per-ing [+ obj] ■ She zip- 

pered [=zipped] the bag shut. — zip*pered /'zip^d/ adj ■ 
The purse has several zippered compartments, 
zip-po /'zipoo/ noun [noncount] US, informal : nothing at all 

■ I know zilch, nada, zippo about wine. 

zip-py /'zipi/ adj zip*pi*er; -est [also more most ~] infor¬ 

mal 

1 : very fast : speedy ■ a zippy little car 

2 : appealingly stylish ■ a zippy [=snappy] outfit 

3 : having a spicy flavor ■ a zippy hot sauce 

zit /'zit/ noun, pi zits [count] informal : a small, red, swollen 
spot on the skin : pimple 

zith*er /'zi5fr/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a musical instrument 
that has strings stretched across a shallow wooden box and 
that is played with your fingers or a pick 
ZO*di*aC /‘zoudi, 2 ek/ noun 

the zodiac : an imaginary area in the sky that the sun, 
moon, and planets appear to travel through 4- The zodiac 
is divided into 12 parts (called star signs or signs of the zo¬ 
diac) which have special names and symbols and are be¬ 
lieved by some people to have influence over people and 
events. 

— zo-di-a-cal /zou'dajakal/ adj 

zodiac 
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zom-bie /'zcr.mbi/ noun, pi -bies [count] 

1 informal ; a person who moves very slowly and is not 
aware of what is happening especially because of being very 


tired * If I don’t go to bed early I’ll be a zombie tomorrow. ■ 
His students usually sat there in the classroom like zombies. 

2 : a dead person who is able to move because of magic ac¬ 
cording to some religions and in stories, movies, etc. ■ a scary 
film about zombies = a scary zombie film 
zorwal /'zounl/ adj [more most ~] : relating to or having 
different areas : divided into zones ■ We installed a zonal 
heating system in the house. 

1 ZOne /'zoun/ noun, pi zones [count] 

1 : an area that is different from other areas in a particular 
way ■ The city is in an earthquake zone. [=an area where 
earthquakes occur] • a pedestrian zone [=an area where vehi¬ 
cles are not allowed so that people can walk safely] ■ a com¬ 
bat/danger/war zone ■ the euro zone [=the part of Europe 
that uses the euro as its monetary unit] ■ He left the car in a 
no-parking zone. [=an area where parking is not allowed] 

— see also buffer zone, comfort zone, crumple 

ZONE, END ZONE, NEUTRAL ZONE, NO-FLY ZONE, RED 
ZONE, STRIKE ZONE, TIME ZONE, TOWAWAY ZONE, TWI¬ 
LIGHT ZONE 

2 : one of the sections in a city or town that is used for a par¬ 
ticular purpose • a business/residential zone [^district] 

2 zone verb zones; zoned; zon*ing [+ obj]: to officially say 
that (a section in a city, town, etc.) can be used for a particu¬ 
lar purpose (such as business or housing) ■ The town council 
voted to zone the area for industrial use. — often used as 
(be) zoned ■ This area is zoned for residential development. ■ 
commercially zoned land 

zone out [phrasal verb] US, informal : to stop paying atten¬ 
tion because you are tired, bored, etc. • I zoned out during 
the movie. — see also zoned out 
zone defense (US) also Brit zone defence noun [non¬ 
count] chiefly US, sports : a way of playing defense in foot¬ 
ball, basketball, etc., by having each player on a team guard 
a certain area of the field or court 
zoned out adj, US, informal : not thinking clearly or paying 
attention to what is happening around you because you are 
tired, drugged, etc. ■ I was totally zoned out and didn’t hear 
what she said. ■ He was always zoned out on drugs back then. 

— see also zone out at 2 zone 

zoning noun [noncount] : a system of rules used to control 
where businesses and homes are built in a city or town ■ De¬ 
velopers have been frustrated by restrictive zoning imposed 
by state and local governments. ■ local zoning laws ■ the city’s 
zoning board/commission 

zonked /'za.rikt/ adj [more most ~] informal : very tired 
or affected by alcohol or drugs ■ Chances are that we’ll be 
too zonked [= exhausted] from the trip to go out tonight. — 
often + out ■ After a morning at the beach our kids were 
zonked out. ■ He was zonked out on drugs. ■ She's becoming 
known as just another zonked-out actress. 

ZOO /'zu:/ noun, pi zoos 

1 [count] : a place where many kinds of animals are kept so 
that people can see them — see also petitng zoo 

2 [singular] informal : a place, situation, or group that is 
crowded, loud, and uncontrolled ■ The sixth grade classroom 
was a zoo after recess. ■ The supermarket was a real zoo on 
the night before the storm. 

ZOO*keep*er /‘zu^khpa*/ noun, pi -ers [count] : a person 
who takes care of the animals in a zoo 
zoological park noun, pi ~~ parks [count] formal: zoo 1 

— called also zoological garden 

Z0*0l*0*gy /zou'ailacfei/ noun [noncount]: the branch of sci¬ 
ence that involves the study of animals and animal behavior 
-zoo*log*i*cal Azowa'laicfeikal/ adj - zo*ol*o*gist 
/zou'ailacfeist/ noun, pi -gists [count] 

1 ZOOm /‘zu:m/ verb zooms; zoomed; zoom-ing [no obj] 

1 always followed by an adverb or preposition, informal a 
: to move quickly ■ Cars were zooming [= speeding ] down the 
highway. ■ They got in the car and zoomed away. ■ The group 
of bicycle racers zoomed past, b : to move quickly upward 
• a zooming rocket ■ After her first successful cases she 
zoomed to the top of her profession. 

2 informal : to increase suddenly ■ Housing sales have 
zoomed in recent months. — often + up ■ Network execu¬ 
tives are hoping to see the ratings zoom up overnight. 
zoom in [phrasal verb] -*>• When a camera or photographer 

zooms in, the lens of the camera is adjusted so that the im¬ 
age seems to be bigger and closer. ■ The TV cameras 
zoomed in. — often + on ■ The TV cameras zoomed in on 
the winner's face. • I zoomed in on her face to show her re¬ 
action. — often used figuratively • We're trying to zoom in 
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on the cause of these problems [=to see and understand the 
exact cause of these problems] before they get worse. 
zoom out [phrasal verb] When a camera or photographer 
zooms out, the lens of the camera is adjusted so that the im¬ 
age seems to be smaller and farther away. • The camera 
zoomed out to show a wider view of the scene. 

2 ZOOm noun, pi zooms 

1 [count] : ZOOM lens ■ The camera was equipped with a 
zoom. 

2 [singular] informal : the loud sound of a vehicle that is 
moving very fast ■ The truck went by with a zoom. 

zoom lens noun, pi ~ lenses [count] : a camera lens that 
can make the size of the image become larger and smaller : a 
camera lens that can zoom in or zoom out — see picture at 
camera; compare telephoto lens 
ZOOt suit / l zu:t-/ noun, pi ~ suits [count] : a type of suit for 
men that was worn in the 1940s and that consisted of a long 
jacket with wide shoulders and pants that were wide at the 
top and narrow at the bottom 


Zo-rO-as«tri*an-ism Azora'wsestr^mzam/ noun [non¬ 
count] : a religion founded by the Persian prophet Zoroaster 

- Zo-ro-as*tri*an /.zora'wsestrtfan/ adj - Zoroastrian 
noun, pi -ans [count] 

ZUC"Chi*ni /zu'kimi/ noun, pi zucchini or zuc*chi«nis 

[count, noncount] US : a dark green vegetable that is long 
and smooth and that has soft skin which can be eaten — 
called also {Brit) courgette ; see color picture on page C4 
Zu-lu /'zu:,lu:/ noun, pi -lus 

1 [count] : a member of a group of people living mostly in 
South Africa 

2 [noncount] : the language of the Zulu people 
zwie*back /'zwai,bjek, Brit 'zwi:,bjek/ noun [noncount] US 

: a dry, hard bread that is eaten especially by young children 
zy*de«CO /'zaid3,kou/ noun [noncount] : a type of lively pop¬ 
ular music originally from southern Louisiana 
zy-gote /■zaqgout/ noun, pi -gotes [count] biology : a cell 
that is formed when an egg and a sperm combine : a fertil¬ 
ized egg 
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Ab*botS*ford /'jebstsfa’d/ : city in British Columbia, Canada 
Ab-er-deen /.seba^din/ : city in Scotland — Ab*er>do*ni*an 
Asebydounijsn/ adj or noun 
Ab-i-djan /.a.bi'cfca.n/ : city in the Ivory Coast 
Ab-idene /'£eb3,li:n/ : U.S. city, Texas 

Ab>kha*zia /,£eb'kei3ij3/ : area in the Republic of Georgia 

— Ab-kha-zian /,£eb'kei3ij3n/ adj or noun 

Abu Dha-bi /.cr.bu'dcr.bi/ : city in the Unitad Arab Emirates 
Ab*ys>siri’ia /.jebs'smijs/ see Ethiopia - Ab-ys-sin-i-an 
/(Sebs'smijsn/ adj or noun 

Aca*dia /s'keidijs/ : early name for Nova Scotia, Canada 

— Aca-di-an /s'keidijsn/ adj or noun 
Aca-pul>co /,a:k3'pulkou/ : city in Mexico 
Acon*ca«gua /.arkoun'ka.gwa/ : mountain in Argentina 
Ad*dis Aba-ba /'a.-dis'a.bc^ba:/ : city in Ethiopia 
Ad-e-laide /'aedsjeid/ : city in Australia 

Aden, Gulf of /'a.dn/ - the Gulf of Aden : part of the In¬ 
dian Ocean 

Ad*i-ron-dack /.ada'ra.n.d^k/ - the Adirondack Moun¬ 
tains also the Adirondacks : mountains in the U.S., in 
New York 

Adri*atdc /.eidri'atik/ - the Adriatic Sea also the Adri¬ 
atic : part of the Mediterranean Sea 
Ae-ge-an /I'cfeijsn/ - the Aegean Sea also the Aegean 

: part of the Mediterranean Sea 
Af*ghan»i*stan AePgams^tam/ : country in Asia — Af¬ 
ghan /'£ef,ga;n/ adj or noun — Afghani AePgasni/ adj 
Af*ri‘Ca /'sefriks/ : continent south of the Mediterranean Sea 

— African adj or noun 
Agra /'a.grs/ : city in India 
Ah*mad-a-bad /'aimada,ba:d/ : city in India 
Ak*ron /'askran/ : U.S. city, Ohio 

Al*a*bama Aads'bsems/ : state of the U.S. — Al-a-bam-i*an 
/tsels'basmijsn/ or Al>a*bam>an Asb'bsman/ adj or noun 
Alas*ka /s'lassks/ 

1 : state of the U.S. 

2 the Gulf of Alaska : part of the Pacific Ocean 

— Alas-kan /s'lassksn /adj or noun 

Al-ba-nia /ael'bemija/ : country in Europe — Al-ba-nian 
/sel'bemijsn/ adj or noun 

Al*ber*ta /sel'bata/ : province of Canada — Al-ber-tan 
/sel'ba^tn/ adj or noun 

Al-bu-quer-que /'aelbs^aki/ : U.S. city, New Mexico — Al- 
bu-quer-que-an /'alb^kaJcijan/ noun 
Al-ca-traz /'£elk3,tr£ez/ : island in the U.S., in California 
Alep>po /s'lepoo/ : city in Syria 

Aleutian /s'luijsn/ - the Aleutian Islands also the 
Aleutians : islands in the U.S., in Alaska 
Al*ex*an«dria /^hg'zzendrijs/ 

1 : U.S. city, Virginia 

2 : city in Egypt 

— Al-ex-an-dri-an /.jelig'zasndnjsn I adj or noun 
Al>ge>ria /asPcfeirijs/ : country in Africa — Al*ge*ri-an 

/ael'cfeirijsn/ adj or noun 

Al-giers Ael'cfeirz/ : city in Algeria — Al-ge-rine /,«lcfcs'rin/ 
adj or noun 

AMah*a*bad /'alaha,bad/ : city in India 
AMe*ghe>ny /.ada'gemi/ 

1 the Allegheny River also the Allegheny : river in the 
U.S., in Pennsylvania and New York 

2 the Allegheny Mountains also the Alleghenies 

: mountains in the U.S., in Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, 
and West Virginia 

AMen-town /*£el3n,taon/ : U.S. city, Pennsylvania 
Al-ma-ty /sl'ma.ti/ : city in Kazakhstan 
Alps /'aelps/ — the Alps : mountains in Europe — AFpine 
/'£el,pain/ adj 

Al-sace /ael'sses/ : region of France — AFsa-tian /ad'seijsn/ 
adj or noun 

Am>a*riMo /.aems'riloo/ : U.S. city, Texas 


Am-a-zon /'aems.za.n/ - the Amazon River also the 
Amazon river in South America — Am-a-zo-nian 
Aaems'zounijsn/ acjj 
Amer-i-ca /s'mersks/ 

1 : the continent of North America or the continent of 
South America 

2 or the Americas /s'mersksz/ : lands of the Western 
Hemisphere 

3 : UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

— Amer-i-can /s'mersksn/ adj or noun 

American Samoa : islands of the U.S., in the Pacific Ocean 
Am*ster*dam /'aemsta’idaem/ : city in the Netherlands 

— Am*ster«dam»mer /'aemsta^daema 1 / noun 

Amu Dar’-ya /.armu'daa^ja/ — the Amu Dar’ya : river in 
Asia 

Amur /a'mua 1 / — the Amur River also the Amur : river in 
Asia 

An*a*heim /'£en3,haim/ : U.S. city, California 
An>a>to>lia /.aens'toulijs/ see asia minor - An-a-todi*an 
/j^na'toulijsn/ adj or noun 
An-chor-age /'aerjksncfe/ : U.S. city, Alaska 
An*da«lu«sia Aaends'lu^ija/ : region of Spain — An-da-lu- 
sian AamdsMu^sn/ acjj or noun 
An*da-man Sea /'amdsman/ - the Andaman Sea : part 
of the Bay of Bengal 

An-des /'am.di.z/ - the Andes Mountains also the 
Andes : mountains in South America — An«de»an 
/'£en,dij3n/ adj — An-dine /'£en,di:n/ adj 
An*dor*ra /aen'dora/ : country in Europe — An-dor-ran 
/asn'doran/ adj or noun 

Ang*kor /'aeq.koa 1 / : ruins of old city in Cambodia 
An*glia /'aegglijs/ : Latin name of England — An-gli-an 
/'aeriglijan/ adj or noun 

An*go*la /aerj'goula/ : country in Africa — An-go-lan 
/aerj'goulsn/ adj or noun 

An*guiMa /aeri'gwila/ : British island in the West Indies 

— An-guiMan /aeg'gwitan/ adj or noun 
An*ka-ra /'aerjkars/ : city in Turkey 

An*nam /ae'naem/ : region of Vietnam — An»nam»ese 
/,aen3'mi:z/ adj or noun 

An*nap*o*lis /s'naepshs/ : U.S. city, Maryland 
Ann Ar-bor /.aen'arbaV : U.S. city, Michigan 
An*shan /'ain'Jain/ : city in China 

Ant-arc*tic /.aent'a^ktik/ — the Antarctic : Antarctica and 
the ocean around it 

Ant*arC'ti*ca Aaent'a^ktiks/ : continent at the South Pole 

— Antarctic adj 

An*tie«tam /aen'tr.tam/ : creek in the U.S., in Pennsylvania 
and Maryland 

An*ti*gua and Bar>bu*da /aen'tiigasndbaybu.da/ : island 
country in the West Indies 

An-tiMes /aen'tiliz/ — the Antilles : the West Indies except 
for the Bahamas — An«tiMe*an /aen'tilijan/ adj 
Aomen see macao 

Ap-en.nines /'aep3,nainz/ — the Apennines : mountains 
in Italy — Ap«en«nine /'aepsjnam/ adj 
Ap*pa>la*chia /.aepa'leitfa, 'lastf 3 / : region of the eastern U.S. 
Ap*pa-la*chian /^ps'lei^'ijsn, ,«p3Matfij3n/ — the Appa¬ 
lachian Mountains also the Appalachians : mountains 
in North America 

Aqa-ba, Gulf of /'a.kabs/ - the Gulf of Aqaba : part of 
the Red Sea 

Aquid*neck Island /s'kwid,nek /or Rhode Island : island 
in the U.S., in the state of Rhode Island 
Aq*ui"ta>nia /.askws'teinjs/ : part of the ancient Roman em¬ 
pire — Aq*ui-ta*nian /^kws'teinjsn/ adj or noun 
Ara*bia /s'reibijs/ - Arabia or the Arabian Peninsula 
: area of southwestern Asia 
Ar«a*by /'ersbi/ : literary name for Arabia 
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Ara-fu-ra Sea /ora'fura/ - the Arafura Sea : sea between 
Australia and New Guinea 

Ar-al Sea /'eral/ — the Aral Sea : lake between Kazakhstan 
and Uzbekistan 

Ar-a-rat or Mount Ararat /‘er3,raet/ : mountain in Turkey 
near the border of Iran 
Arc-tic /'aa-ktik/ 

1 the Arctic Ocean also the Arctic : ocean north of the 
Arctic Circle 

2 the Arctic : the Arctic Ocean and lands in it 

3 the Arctic Archipelago : group of islands of Canada 

— Arctic adj 

Are-ci-bo /,arei'si:bou/ : U.S. city, Puerto Rico 
Ar-gen-ti-na /,aa'cfc3n , ti:n3/ : country in South America 

— Ar-gen-tine /'a^an^ain/ adj or noun — Ar-gen-tin- 
ean or Ar-gen-tin-i-an /^zKfcan'tinijan/ adj or noun 

Ar-i-zo-na Aere'zouna/ : state of the U.S. — Ar-i-zo-nan 
Aera'zounan/ or Ar-i-zo-nian Aera'zounijan/ adj or noun 
Ar-kan-sas / , aa , k.3n l sa:; 2 is also ar'ksenzss/ 

1 : state of the U.S. 

2 the Arkansas River also the Arkansas : river in the 
U.S., in Arkansas 

— Ar-kan-san /aa i, k2enz3n/ adj or noun 
Ar-ling-ton /'aaJirjtan/ : U.S. city, Texas 

Ar-me-nia /a^'mirnijs/ : country in Europe — Ar-me-nian 
/aa^miinijan/ adj or noun 

Aru-ba /a'ruiba/ : Dutch island in the Caribbean — Aru-ban 
/a'ruiban/ adj or noun 
Ar-vada /aa^'vjeds/ : U.S. city, Colorado 

As-cen-sion or Ascension Island /a'sensan/ : British is¬ 
land in the Atlantic Ocean 

Asia /‘ei33/ : continent north of the equator — Asian /'ei33n/ 
adj or noun 

Asia Minor or Anatolia : part of Turkey 
As-sam /a'ssem/ : former kingdom; now part of India — As- 
sam-ese /,£es3'mi:z/ adj or noun 
As-syr-ia /a'sirija/ : empire in ancient western Asia — As¬ 
syrian /a'sirijsn/ adj or noun 

Ata-ca-ma Desert /.geta'kcuma/ - the Atacama Desert 

: desert in Chile 

Ath-a-bas-ca also Ath-a-bas-ka /.ieGs'bseska/ - the 
Athabasca River also the Athabaska : river in Alberta, 
Canada 

Ath-ens /'zeGanz/ 

1 : U.S. city, Georgia 

2 : city in Greece 

— Athe-nian /a'Ginijan/ adj or noun 

At-lan-ta /at'lsents/ : U.S. city, Georgia — At-lan-tan 
/at'lsentan/ adj or noun 

At-lan-tic /Dt'lsentik/ - the Atlantic Ocean also the At¬ 
lantic : ocean separating North America and South Ameri¬ 
ca from Europe and Africa — Atlantic adj 
At-ti-ca /'setika/ : state in ancient Greece — At-tic /'aetik/acfr 
Auck-land /'aiklsnd/ : city in New Zealand — Auck-land- 
er /'aiklanda 1 / noun 

Au-gus-ta /a'gAsta/ : U.S. city, Georgia 
Au-ro-ra /a'rora/ 

1 : U.S. city, Colorado 

2 : U.S. city, Illinois 

Ausch-witz /'aush,vits/ : site of a Nazi prison in Poland dur¬ 
ing World War II 

Aus-tin /'aistan/ : U.S. city, Texas 

Aus-tral-asia /,a:str3'lei33/ : Australia, Tasmania, New 
Zealand, and Melanesia — Aus-tral-asian /,a:str3*lei33n/ 
adj or noun 

Aus-tra-lia /a'streilja/ 

1 ; continent southeast of Asia 

2 : country including the continent of Australia and the is¬ 
land of Tasmania 

— Aus-tra-lian /a'streiljan/ adj or noun 

Aus-tria Aiistrijs/ : country in Europe — Aus-tri-an 
/'cnstrijan/ adj or noun 

Austria-Hungary : former country of central Europe 

— Aus-tro—Hun-gar-i-an /'cus^roi^hArj'gerijan/ adj or 
noun 

Aus-tro-ne-sia /,a:str3'ni:33/ : islands of the southern Pacif¬ 
ic Ocean — Aus-tro-ne-sian /,a:str3'ni:33n/ adj or noun 
Ayers Rock /'erz/ : large rock formation in central Austra¬ 
lia 


Azer-bai-jan /^za^bai'cfcain/ : country in Europe and Asia 

— Azer-bai-ja-ni Asezaibai'cfeaini/ adj or noun 

Azores /*ei,zorz/ — the Azores : Portuguese islands in the 
Atlantic Ocean - Azor-e-an or Azor-i-an /ei'zorijan/ adj or 
noun 

Azov, Sea of /'a,za:f/ - the Sea of Azov : part of the 
Black Sea 

Bab-y-lon /'bseba^cun/ : city in ancient Asia in Babylonia 

— Bab-y-lo-nian /^sebaMounjan/ adj or noun 
Bab-y-lo-nia Abseba'lounjs/ : country in ancient western 

Asia — Bab-y-lo-nian Abseba'lounjan/ adj or noun 
Bac-tria /'bsektrija/ : country in ancient western Asia — Bac- 
tri-an /'bsektrijan/ adj or noun 
Baf-fin /'baefan/ 

1 Baffin Bay : part of the Atlantic Ocean 

2 Baffin Island : island of Canada in the Arctic Archipela¬ 
go 

Bagh-dad /'baeg,d£ed/ : city in Iraq 

Ba-ha-mas /ba'haimaz/ — the Bahamas ; island country 
in the Atlantic Ocean — Ba-ha-mi-an /ba'heimijan/ or Ba- 
ha-man /ba'heiman/ adj or noun 
Bah-rain /ba'rein/ : island country in the Persian Gulf 

— Bah-raini /ba'reini/ adj or noun 
Bai-kal, Lake /bai'ka;!/ : lake in Russia 
Ba-ja California /'ba:,ha:/ : area of Mexico 
Ba-kers-field /'beika^fiild/ : U.S. city, California 
Ba-ku /ba'ku:/ : city in Azerbaijan 

Bal-e-ar-ic Islands /.bseli'enk/ - the Balearic Islands 

: Spanish islands in the Mediterranean Sea 
Ba-li /'ba:li/ : island of Indonesia — Ba-li-nese /,ba:li'ni:z/ 
adj or noun 
Bal-kan /'ba.lkan/ 

1 the Balkan Peninsula : area in southeastern Europe 

2 the Balkans : countries in the Balkan Peninsula 
Bal-khash, Lake /bael'k eb// : lake in Kazakhstan 
Bal-tic /'ba-.ltik/ — the Baltic Sea also the Baltic ; part of 

the Atlantic Ocean — Baltic acjj 
Bal-ti-more /'ba:lt3,moa7 : U.S. city, Maryland — Bal-ti- 
mor-e-an /^ailta'morijan/ noun 
Ba-ma-ko /,ba:ma'kou/ : city in Mali 
Ban-dung /'ba:n,duq/ : city in Indonesia 
Ban-ga-lore /'baeggajoa 1 / : city in India 
Bang-kok/'bsg,ka:k/ : city in Thailand 
Ban-gla-desh /.ba.pgla'dej/ : country in Asia — Ban-gla- 
deshi ^barrjgla'deji/ adj or noun 
Bar-ba-dos /ba^bei,dous/ : island country in the West In¬ 
dies — Bar-ba-di-an /baa^'beidijan/ adj or noun 
Bar-ce-lo-na Abarsa'louna/ : city in Spain 
Ba-rents Sea /'berants/ — the Barents Sea : part of the 
Arctic Ocean 

Bar-ne-gat Bay /'baaw^gaet/ : part of the Atlantic Ocean 
near the U.S. state of New Jersey 
Bar-ran-qui-lla /,baran'ki:ja/: city in Colombia 
Bar-rie /'baeri/ : city in Ontario, Canada 
Bar-row, Point /'berou/ : most northerly place in the U.S. 
Basque Country /'baesk/ : region of Spain — Basque adj 
or noun 

Bat-on Rouge /,baetn'ru 3 /: U.S. city. Louisiana 
Ba-var-ia /ba'verija/ : state of Germany — Ba-var-i-an 
/bo'verijan/ adj or noun 

Ba-ya-mon /,baj3'moun/ : U.S. city, Puerto Rico 

Beau-fort Sea /'boufa-t/ - the Beaufort Sea : part of the 
Arctic Ocean 

Beau-mont /'bouimarnt/ : U.S. city, Itexas 
Beer-she-ba /bi^'Jiiba/ : town in Israel 
Bei-jing /'bei'cfeig/ or Pe-king /'pii'kiij/ : city in China 
Bei-rut /bei'ruit/ : city in Lebanon 

Be-la-rus /.bila'ru’.s, ,bjel3'ru:s/ : countiy in Europe — Be- 
la-ru-si-an /,bib'ru:sij3n, ,bjel3'ru:sij3n/ or Be-la-rus- 
sian Abib'rAjan, ,bjel3'rAj3n/ adj or noun 
Be-lem /beMem/ : city in Brazil 

Bel-fast /'bel,f£est, Brit 'beljaist/ ; city in Northern Ireland 
Bel-gium /'bckfesm/ : country in Europe — Bel-gian 
/'bclcfesn/ adj or noun 

Bel-grade /'bekgreid, 'bcl,gra:d/ : city in Serbia 
Be-lize /ba'Ii.z/ : country in Central America — Be-liz-ean 
/ba'lirzijsn/ adj or noun 
Belle-vue /'bel,vju:/ : U.S. city, Washington 
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Be-lo Ho-ri-zon-te /'beiloi^ora'zounti/ : city in Brazil 
Ben-gal /ben'ga:!/ : region divided between Bangladesh and 
India — Ben-gal-ese /,beng3'li:z/ adj or noun 
Bengal, Bay of - the Bay of Bengal : part of the Indian 
Ocean 

Be-nin /ba'niin/ 

1 : country in Africa 

2 the Bight of Benin : part of the Gulf of Guinea 

— Ben-i-nese /b3,nin'i:z/ adj or noun 

Ben Nev-is /ben'nevas/ : mountain in Scotland 
Be-ring /'bint), 'benij/ 

1 the Bering Sea : part of the northern Pacific Ocean 

2 the Bering Strait : narrow area of water between North 
America and Asia near the Bering Sea 

Berke-ley /'b»kli/ : U.S. city, California 
Ber-lin /b^'lin/ : city in Germany — Ber-lin-er /barline/ 
noun 

Ber-mu-da /bar'mjuida/ : British islands in the Atlantic 
Ocean - Ber-mu-dan /b^'mju:dp/ or Ber-mu-di-an /ba- 
•mjuidijan/ adj or noun 

Bes-sa-ra-bia Abesa'reibija/ : region of southeastern Eu¬ 
rope — Bes-sa-ra-bl-an Abesa'reibijan/ adj or noun 
Beth-le-hem / l be01i,hem/ : town in the West Bank 
Bev-er-ly Hills /,bEva4i'hilz/ : U.S. city, California 
Bho-pal /bou'pad/ : city in India 

Bhu-tan /bu'ta:n/ : country in Asia — Bhu-ta-nese 
/,bu:t3'ni:z/ adj or noun 

Bl-a-fra /bi'aTra/ : region of western Africa — Bi-a-fran 
/bi'arfran/ adj or noun 

Big Sur /*s»/ : coastal region in the U.S., in California 
Bi-loxi /ba'lAksi/ : U.S. city, Mississippi 

Bir-ming-ham 

1 / l ba , -mii)- 1 haem/ : U.S. city, Alabama 

2 /'ba-mig-am/ : city in England 

Bis-cay, Bay of /'bi,skei/ - the Bay of Biscay : part of 
the Atlantic Ocean near Europe 
Bis-cayne Bay /bi'skein/ : part of the Atlantic Ocean near 
the U.S. state of Florida 

Bi-thyn-ia /ba'Ginija/ : country in ancient Asia Minor — Bi- 
thyn-l-an /ba'Ginijan/ adj or noun 
Black Sea — the Black Sea : sea between Europe and Asia 
Blanc, Mont see mont blanc 

Blue Ridge -the Blue Ridge also the Blue Ridge 
Mountains : part of the Appalachian Mountains 
Boe-o-tia /bi'oufija/ : state of ancient Greece — Boe-o-tian 
/bi'oujan/ adj or noun 
Bo-go-ta /,bougou'ta:/ : city in Colombia 
Bo-he-mia /bou'himija/ : region of the Czech Republic 

— Bo-he-mi-an /bou'himijan/ adj or noun 
Boi-se /'boisi/ : U.S. city, Idaho 

Bo-llv-ia /ba'hvija/ : country in South America — Bo-liv-i- 
an /ba'hvijan/ adj or noun 

Bom-bay /baim'bei/ or Mum-bai /'mAn^bai/ : city in India 
Bon-aire /ba'ner/ : Dutch island in the Caribbean Sea 
Bon-ne-ville Salt Flats / l ban3,vil/ : region in the U.S., in 
Utah 

Boo-thia /'bu:0ij3/ : part of Canada 

Bor-neo /'bomi,ou/ : island divided between Brunei, Indone¬ 
sia, and Malaysia 

Bos-nia and Her-ze-go-vi-na /'baiznijaand.hea'tsagou- 
'vi:na/ : country in Europe 

Bos-po-rus /'baisparos/ — the Bosporus : narrow area of 
water that connects the Sea of Marmara and the Black Sea 
Bos-ton /'baistan/ : U.S. city, Massachusetts — Bos-to- 
nian /ba'stounijan/ adj or noun 

Both-nia, Gulf of /'baiGnija/ - the Gulf of Bothnia : part 
of the Baltic Sea 

Bo-tswa-na /bat'swa:na/ : country in Africa 
Brah-ma-pu-tra /.braima'puitra/ -the Brahmaputra 
River also the Brahmaputra : river in southern Asia 
Bramp-ton /'braempton/ : city in Ontario, Canada 
Bra-si-lia /bra'zilja/ : city in Brazil 

Bra-zll /bra'zil/ : country in South America — Bra-zil-ian 
/bra'ziljan/ adj or noun 

Bret-on, Cape /,keip'bretn/ : part of Nova Scotia, Canada 
Bridge-port /'bncfe,port/ : U.S. city, Connecticut 
Brigh-ton /'braitn/ : town in England 
Brit-ain /'britn/ 


1 see GREAT BRITAIN 2 

2 : UNITED KINGDOM 

— Brit-ish /'bntiJV adj or noun 
British Columbia : province of Canada 

British Empire - the British Empire : former empire 
consisting of Great Britain and the areas it controlled 
British Isles - the British Isles : Great Britain, Ireland, 
and nearby islands 

Brit-ta-ny /'britani/ : region of France 

Bronx /'bracks/ - Bronx or the Bronx : part of the U.S. 

city of New York, in the state of New York 
Brook-lyn /'bruklan/ : part of the U.S. city of New York, in 
the state of New York 

Browns-ville /'braunz,vil/ : U.S. city, Texas 
Bru-nei /bru'nai/ : country in Asia — Bru-nei-an 
/bro'najan/ adj or noun 
Bu-cha-rest /'bu:k3,rest/ : city in Romania 
Bu-da-pest /'bu:da,pest/ : city in Hungary 
Bue-nos Ai-res Abweinas'eriz/ : city in Argentina 
Buf-fa-lo /'bAfaJou/ : U.S. city. New York 
Bul-gar-la AbAl'gerija/ : country in Europe — Bul-gar-i-an 
AbAl'gerijan/ adj or noun 
Bur-bank /'ba^baeqk/ : U.S. city, California 
Bur-gun-dy /'bagandi/ : region of France — Bur-gun-di- 
an /b^'gAndijan/ adj or noun 
Bur-ki-na Fa-so /bua'kiina'faisou/ : country in Africa 
Bur-ling-ton /'badigtan/ : city in Ontario, Canada 
Burma see myanmar - Bur-mese /.b^'miiz/ adj or noun 
Bur-na-by /'banabi/ : city in British Columbia, Canada 
Bu-run-di /bu'ruindi/ : country in Africa — Bu-run-di-an 
/bu'ru:ndian/ adj or noun 
Busan see pusan 

By-zan-ti-um /ba'zaentijam/ : ancient city on the site of 
modem Istanbul, Turkey — Byz-an-tine /'bizn.tiin/ adj or 
noun 

Cab-ot Strait /'kaebat/ : narrow area of water connecting 
the St. Lawrence River with the Atlantic Ocean 
Ca-guas /'ka:,gwa:s/ : U.S. town, Puerto Rico 
Cai-ro /'karroo/ : city in Egypt — Cai-rene /kai'ri:n/ adj or 
noun 

Ca-la-brla /ka'leibrija/ : region in southern Italy — Ca-la- 
bri-an /ka'leibrijan/ adj or noun 
Cal-cut-ta /kael'kAta/ or Kol-ka-ta /kool'ka:ta/ : city in In¬ 
dia — Cal-cut-tan /kael'katn/ adj or noun 
Cal-e-do-nia /,kaela'dounja/ : Latin name for Scotland 

— Cal-e-do-nian /,kaela'dounjan/ adj or noun 
Cal-ga-ry /'kaelgari/ : city in Alberta, Canada — Cal-gar-i- 

an /kael'gerijan/ noun 
Ca-li /'kadi/ : city in Colombia 

Cal-i-for-nia /,kaela , foa>nja/ : state of the U.S. — Cal-i-for- 
nian /jkaela'foanjan/ adj or noun 

California, Gulf of - the Gulf of California : part of the 
Pacific Ocean 

Cal-va-ry /'kaelvari/ : place near ancient Jerusalem 
Cam-bo-dia /kaem'boudija/ : country in Asia — Cam-bo- 
di-an /kaem'boudijan/ adj or noun 
Cam-bridge /'keimbncfe/ 

1 : U.S. city, Massachusetts 

2 : city in England 

Cam-er-oon /,kaema'ru:n/ : country in Africa — Cam-er- 
oo-nian /,kaem3'ru:nij3n/ adj or noun 
Cam-po-bel-lo or Campobello Island Akaempa'bejou/ 
: island of New Brunswick, Canada 
Cam Ranh Bay /'kaim'rain/ : part of the China Sea near 
Vietnam 

Ca-naan /'keinan/ : region of ancient southwestern Asia 

— Ca-naan-ite /'keina^ait/ adj or noun 

Can-a-da /'kaenada/ : country in North America — Ca-na- 
di-an /ka'neidijan/ adj or noun 
Canal Zone - the Canal Zone or the Panama Canal 
Zone : narrow area of land around the Panama Canal 
Ca-nary Islands /ka'neri/ - the Canary Islands : Span¬ 
ish islands in the Atlantic Ocean 
Ca-nav-er-al, Cape /ka'naevrel/ : part of the U.S., in Flori¬ 
da 

Can-cun /,kaen'ku:n/ : vacation place in Mexico 
Cannes /'kaen/ : city in France 

Can-ter-bury /'kaenta^beri, Brit 'kaentabri/ : city in England 
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Cape Bret-on Island /keip'bretp/ : island of Nova Scotia, 
Canada 

Cape Cor-al /'korsl/ : U.S. city, Florida 
Cape Town /'keip,taun/ : city in the Republic of South Afri¬ 
ca — Cape-to-ni-an /keip'tounijsn/ noun 
Cape Verde /'v^d/ : island country in the Atlantic Ocean 

— Cape Verd-ean /'vardijsn/ adj or noun 
Ca-pri /kae'pri:/ : island of Italy 
Ca-ra-cas /ka'rcukas/ : city in Venezuela 
Car-diff /'kaadif/ : city in Wales 

Ca-rib-be-an ^kers'bijan, ka'nbijsn/ — the Caribbean 
Sea also the Caribbean : part of the Atlantic Ocean 

— Caribbean tu# 

Ca-rin-thia /ks'nnBijs/ : region of Europe — Ca-rin-thi-an 
/ks'nnBijan/ adj or noun 

Carls-bad Caverns /'kar3lz,baed/ : caves in the U.S., in 
New Mexico 

Ca-ro-li-na /,karou'li:n3/ : U.S. city, Puerto Rico 
Ca-ro-!i-nas /.kersMainsz/ - the Carolinas : the U.S. 
states of North Carolina and South Carolina — Car-o-lin-i- 
an /,ker3'linij3n/ adj or noun 

Car-o-line Islands /'kers.lain/ - the Caroline Islands 

: islands in the Pacific Ocean 

Car-pa-thi-an /ka^'peiBijsn/ - the Carpathian Moun¬ 
tains also the Carpathians : mountains in Europe 
Car-roll-ton /'kersltsn/ : U.S. city, Texas 
Car-thage /'kaaBicfe/ : city in ancient northern Africa 

— Car-tha-gin-ian /.kaa'Bs'cfeinjsn/ adj or noun 
Ca-sa-blan-ca /,kaes3'blaei]k3/ : city in Morocco 
Cas-cade /kas'skeid/ - the Cascade Range also the 

Cascades : mountains in the U.S., in Washington, Oregon, 
and California 

Cas-co Bay /'kaeskou/ : part of the Atlantic Ocean near the 
U.S. state of Maine 

Cas-pi-an /'ksespijsn/ - the Caspian Sea also the Cas¬ 
pian : salt lake between Europe and Asia 
Cas-tile /kae'sti:!/ : region of Spain — Cas-til-ian /kas'stiljsn/ 
adj or noun 

Cat-a-lo-nia /jkasts'lounjs/ : region of Spain — Cat-a-lo- 
nian /,ka2t3'lounj3n/ adj or noun 
Cats-kill /'kast,skil/ - the Catskill Mountains also the 
Catskills : mountains in the U.S., in New York 
Cau-ca-sia /ka'kei33/ : region of southeastern Europe 

— Cau-ca-sian /ka'kei33n/ adj or noun 

Cau-ca-sus Mountains /■kcnkssss/ -the Caucasus 
Mountains : mountains between Europe and Asia 
Cay-man /kei'maen, 'keimsn/ - the Cayman Islands also 
the Caymans : British islands in the West Indies 
Cedar Rapids : U.S. city, Iowa 

Ce-le-bes Sea /'scl3,bi:z/ - the Celebes Sea : part of the 
Pacific Ocean 

Central African Republic - the Central African Re¬ 
public : country in Africa 

Central America : narrow area of North America between 
Mexico and South America — Central American adj or 
noun 

Cey-lon /si'la:n/ : island in the Indian Ocean — Cey-lon- 
ese /,seil3'niz/ adj or noun 

Chad /'tf«ed/ : country in Africa — Chad-ian /'tfaedijsn/ adj 
or noun 

Chal-dea /kael'dijs/ : region of ancient southwestern Asia 

— Chal-de-an /kael'dijsn/ adj or noun — Chal-dee /'karijdi:/ 
noun 

Cham-pagne /Jasm'pein/ : region of France 
Champlain, Lake /Jaem'plein/ : lake in the U.S. between 
New York and Vermont and in Quebec, Canada 
Chan-dler /'tfasndlay : U.S. city, Arizona 
Chang /'tfa:ij/ or Yang-tze /'jaerj'si:/ - the Chang River 
or the Chang or the Yangtze River or the Yangtze 
: river in China 

Chang-chun /'tfaig'tfun/ : city in China 
Chang-sha /'tfauj'Ja:/ : city in China 
Charleston /'tfarslstsn/ : U.S. city, South Carolina 
Char-lotte /'Jaatat/ : U.S. city, North Carolina 
Chat-ham—Kent /'tfzetsm'kcnt/ : city in Ontario, Canada 
Chat-ta-hoo-chee /.tfasta'huitfi/ - the Chattahoochee 
River also the Chattahoochee : river in the southeastern 
U.S. 


Chat-ta-noo-ga /,tf£et3'nu:g3/ : U.S. city, Tennessee 
Chech-nya /tfetf'nja:/ : part of Russia — Che-chen /tfi'tfen/ 
adj or noun 

Che-lya-binsk /tfel'jaibsnsk/ : city in Russia 
Cheng-du /'tfAp'du:/ : city in China 
Chennai see madras 
Cher-no-byl /flVnoubsl/ : site in Ukraine 
Ches-a-peake / , tfes3,pi:k/ 

1 : U.S. city, Virginia 

2 Chesapeake Bay : part of the Atlantic Ocean near the 
U.S. states of Virginia and Maryland 

Chi-ca-go /Js'kaigou/ : U.S. city, Illinois — Chi-ca-go-an 
/Js'kaigowsn/ noun 

Chi-chen lt-za /tfhtfenit'sa:/ : site of the ruins of an impor¬ 
tant Mayan city in the Yucatan Peninsula, Mexico 
Chi-le /'tfili/ : country in South America — Chil-ean 
/'tfilijsn/ acjj or noun 

Chil-koot Pass /'tfil,ku:t/ - the Chilkoot Pass : area be¬ 
tween mountains in the U.S. state of Alaska and the Yukon 
Territory, Canada 
Chi-na /'tfains/ 

1 : country in Asia 

2 the China Sea : part of the Pacific Ocean 
Chit-ta-gong /'tfits^a:!]/ : city in Bangladesh 
Chong-qing /'tfug'kirj/ : city in China 

Chuk-chi Sea /'tfuk.tfi:/ - the Chukchi Sea : part of the 
Arctic Ocean 

Chu-la Vis-ta Atfuils'vists/ : U.S. city, California 

Chur-chill /'tfa'itfil/ -the Churchill River also the 
Churchill : river in Canada 

Ci-li-cia /ss'liJus/ : country in ancient Asia Minor — Ci-li- 
cian /sa'lijan/ adj or noun 

Cin-cin-nati /,sins3'naeti/ : U.S. city, Ohio - Cin-cin-nat-i- 
an /^inss'nastijsn/ noun 
Clarks-ville /'kla&ks,vil/ : U.S. city, Tennessee 
Clear-wa-ter /‘klia'iwait^/ : U.S. city, Florida 
Cleve-land /'kliivfond/ : U.S. city, Ohio - Cleve-land-er 
/'kli:viands/ noun 

Co-lom-bia /ka'lAmbija/ : country in South America — Co- 
lom-bi-an /ka'lAmbijan/ adj or noun 
Col-o-ra-do /,ka:l3'rasdou, ^aila'raidou/ 

1 : state of the U.S. 

2 the Colorado River also the Colorado : river in the 
U.S. and Mexico 

— Col-o-rad-an ^kaila'raedan, ,ka:l3'ra:d3n/ or Co-lo-ra- 
do-an /,ka:l3'r2edow3n, ^ails'raidowsn/ adj or noun 

Colorado Springs : U.S. city, Colorado 
Co-lum-bia /ka'lAmbia/ 

1 : U.S. city, South Carolina 

2 the Columbia River also the Columbia : river in the 
U.S. and Canada 

3 Columbia, District of see district of Columbia 

— Co-lum-bi-an /ka'lAinbian I adj or noun 
Co-lum-bus /ka'lAmbas/ 

1 : U.S. city, Ohio 

2 : U.S. city, Georgia 

Com-o-ros /‘ka:m3,rouz/ : island country in the Indian 
Ocean 

Con-cord /'ka:n,ko3 , d/ : U.S. city, California 
Co-ney Island /'kouni/ : section of the U.S. city of New 
York, in the state of New York 
Con-go /'kairjgou/ 

1 the Congo River aho the Congo also the Zaire Riv¬ 
er /za'ia-/ also the Zaire : river in Africa 

2 or officially the Democratic Republic of the Congo 

: country in Africa 

3 or officially the Republic of the Congo : country in 
Africa 

— Con-go-lese/,ka:i)g3'li:z/a<# or noun 
Con-nect-i-cut /ks'netikst/ 

1 : state of the U.S. 

2 the Connecticut River also the Connecticut : river 
in the northeastern U.S. 

Constantinople see Istanbul 

Co-pen-ha-gen /,koup3n'heig3n/ : city in Denmark — Co- 
pen-ha-gen-er /(koupsn'heigsna 1 / noun 
Co-quit-lam /kou'kwitlam/ : city in British Columbia, Cana¬ 
da 

Coral Springs : U.S. city, Florida 
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Cor-do-ba /'koatiaba/ : city in Argentina 
Cor-inth /'koranG/ : region of ancient Greece — Co-rin-thi- 
an /ka'nnGijan/ adj or noun 
Co-ro-na /ka'rouna/ : U.S. city, California 
Cor-pus Chris-ti /'korpas'knsti/ : U.S. city, Texas 
Cor-si-ca /'korsika/ : French island in the Mediterranean 
Sea — Cor-si-can /'korsikan/ adj or noun 
Cos-ta del Sol /,kostadel'soul/ : region of Spain 
Cos-ta Me-sa /'kaista'meisa/ : U.S. city, California 
Cos-ta Ri-ca /,ka:sta'ri:ka/ : country in Central America 

— Cos-ta Ri-can /,ka:sta'ri:kan/ adj or noun 
Cote d’Ivoire see ivory coast 
Co-zu-mel Akoosu'mel/ : island of Mexico 

Crete /'kri:t/ : Greek island in the Mediterranean Sea — Cre¬ 
tan /'krr.tij/ adj or noun 

Cri-mea /krai'mija/ : area of Ukraine — Cri-me-an 
/krai'mijan/ adj 

Cro-a-tia /krou'eija/ : country in Europe — Croat /'krou,£et/ 
noun — Cro-a-tlan /krou'eijan/ adj or noun 
Cu-ba /'kjuiba/ : island country in the West Indies — Cu¬ 
ban /'kjuiban/ adj or noun 

Cum-ber-land Gap /'kAinbaJand/ -the Cumberland 

Gap : area between mountains in the U.S. state of Tennessee 
Cu-ra-cao /,kur3'sau/ : Dutch island in the Caribbean Sea 
Cu-ri-ti-ba /(kura'tiba/ : city in Brazil 

Cush /'Ica// : country in ancient northeastern Africa 

— Cush-ite /'kAj^ait/ noun — Cush-it-ic /(kAj'itik/ adj 
Cy-prus /'saipras/ : island country in the Mediterranean Sea 

— Cyp-ri-ot /'siprijat/ or Cyp-ri-ote /'sipr^out/ adj or noun 
Cy-re-na-ica /(Sira'nejaka/: region of ancient northern Afri¬ 
ca — Cy-re-na-i-can Asira'nejakan/ adj or noun 

Czech-o-slo-va-kia Atfekaslou'vcckija/ : former country in 
central Europe — Czecho-slo-vak /^eka'sloUiVaik/ adj or 
noun — Czecho-slo-va-ki-an Atfekaslou'vcckijan/ adj or 
noun 

Czech Republic /'tfek/-the Czech Republic : country 
in Europe 
Daegu see taegu 
Daejeon see taejon 
Da-kar /da'kar/ : city in Senegal 

Da-ko-tas /da'kootaz/ — the Dakotas : the U.S. states of 
North Dakota and South Dakota — Da-ko-tan /da'koutii/ 
adj or noun 

Da-lian /'dai'ljen/ : city in China 

Dal-las /'daslas/ : U.S. city, Texas - Dal-las-ite /Madas^it/ 
noun 

Dal-ma-tia /dsel'mei/ija/ : region of the Balkan Peninsula 

— Dal-ma-tian /dsel'meijan/ adj or noun 
Da-ly City /'deili/ : U.S. city, California 
Da-mas-cus /da'n^skas/ : city in Syria 

Dan-ube /'dam.juib/ - the Danube River also the 
Danube : river in Europe — Da-nu-bi-an /das'njuibijan/ 
adj 

Dar es Sa-laam /(daa^essa'laim/ : city in Tanzania 
Dar-fur /da^'fua 1 / : region of Sudan 
Dar-jee-ling /daa-kfoiiliij/ : city in India 
Dar-ling /'da^ho/ - the Darling River also the Darling 
: river in Australia 
Day-ton /'deitp/ : U.S. city, Ohio 
Day-to-na Beach /dei'touna/ : U.S. city, Florida 
Dead Sea — the Dead Sea : salt lake between Israel and 
Jordan 

Dear-born /'dia^bo^n/ : U.S. city, Michigan 
Death Valley : dry valley in the U.S., in California and Neva¬ 
da 

Del-a-ware /'de^wer/ 

1 : state of the U.S. 

2 the Delaware River also the Delaware : river in the 
eastern U.S. 

3 Delaware Bay : area of the Atlantic Ocean near the U.S. 
states of New Jersey and Delaware 

— Del-a-war-ean or Del-a-war-ian /(dela'werijan/ adj or 
noun 

Del-hi /'deli/ : city in India 

Del-mar-va Peninsula /del'maava/ -the Delmarva 
Peninsula : part of the U.S., in the states of Delaware, 
Maryland, and Virginia 
Denali see mckinley, mount 


Den-mark /'dcn,ma^k/ : country in Europe — Dane /'dein/ 
noun — Dan-ish /■demij/ adj 
Den-ver /'denva*/ : U.S. city, Colorado 
Des Moines /di'moin/ : U.S. city, Iowa 
De-troit /di'troit/ : U.S. city, Michigan — De-troit-er 
/di'troita-/ noun 

Dha-ka /'decka/ : city in Bangladesh 
Di-jon /di' 3 oun/ : city in France 

District of Co-lum-bia /ka'Umbija/ - the District of Co¬ 
lumbia : area in the U.S. where the city of Washington is lo¬ 
cated 

Dix-ie /'diksi/ : the 11 southern states of the U.S. which sepa¬ 
rated from the U.S. in 1860 and 1861 
Dji-bou-ti /cfea'buiti/ : country in Africa 
Dnie-per /'ni:p»/ - the Dnieper River also the Dnieper 
: river in Ukraine, Belarus, and Russia 
Dni-pro-pe-trovs’k /da^jeprapa'trcufsk/ : city in Ukraine 
Do-de-ca-nese /dou'deka,ni:z/ - the Dodecanese 
: Greek islands in the Aegean Sea 
Dom-i-ni-ca Adaima'niika/ : island country in the West In¬ 
dies 

Do-min-i-can Republic /da'mmikan/ - the Dominican 
Republic : country in the West Indies — Dominican adj or 
noun 

Don /'da:n/ — the Don River also the Don : river in Russia 
Do-nets’k /da'nietsk/ : city in Ukraine 
Do-ver /'douva-/ : port in England 
Dow-ney /'dauni/ : U.S. city, California 
Du-bayy /du'bai/ or Du-bai : part of the United Arab Emir¬ 
ates 

Dub-lin /'dAblan/ : city in Ireland — Dub-lin-er /'dAblana 1 / 
noun 

Du-luth /da'lu:0/ : U.S. city, Minnesota 
Dur-ham /'daram/ : U.S. city, North Carolina 
Eastern Hemisphere - the Eastern Hemisphere : the 
half of the Earth that is east of the Atlantic Ocean 
East Sea — the East Sea : Korean name for the Sea of Ja¬ 
pan 

East Timor : country in Asia 

Ec-ua-dor /'ekwa^oa 1 / : country in South America — Ec- 
ua-dor-an /(Ckwa'doran/ or Ec-ua-dor-ean or Ec-ua- 
dor-ian /,ckw3'dorij3n/ adj or noun 
Ed-in-burgh /'edriibara/ : city in Scotland 
Ed-mon-ton /'edmantan/ : city in Alberta, Canada — Ed- 
mon-to-ni-an /(Cdman'tounijan/ noun 
Egypt /'i icfeipt/ : country in Africa and the Sinai Peninsula of 
Asia — Egyp-tian /ucfcipjan/ adj or noun 
Eire see Ireland 1 

Elam /'i.lam/ : country in ancient southwestern Asia 

— Elam-ite /'i:l3,mait/ noun 

El-ba /'elba/ : Italian island in the Mediterranean Sea 
El-bert, Mount /'elba*/ : mountain in the U.S., in Colorado 
El-brus, Mount /el'bruiz/ : mountain in Russia on the bor¬ 
der of the Republic of Georgia 
El-gin /'elcfoan/ : U.S. city, Illinois 
Eliz-a-beth /I'lizabaG/ : U.S. city, New Jersey 
Elles-mere Island /'elzjinia 1 / : island of Canada in the Arc¬ 
tic Archipelago 

El-lis Island /'elas/ : island of the U.S., in New York 
El Mon-te /el'mcunti/ : U.S. city, California 
El Paso /el'psesou/ : U.S. city, Texas — El Paso-an 
/el'psesowan/ noun 

El Sal-va-dor /el'saslva^oa 1 / : country in Central America 

— Sal-va-dor-an /,s£elv3'dor3n/ adj or noun 

En-gland /'iijgland/ : part of the United Kingdom — En¬ 
glish /'iqgh SI adj or noun 

English Channel - the English Channel : part of the 
Atlantic Ocean between France and the United Kingdom 
Equatorial Guinea : country in Africa 
Erie /'iri/ 

1 : U.S. city, Pennsylvania 

2 Lake Erie : lake in the U.S. and Canada 
Er-in /'eran/ : literary name for Ireland 

Er-i-trea /^ra'trija/ : country in Africa — Er-i-tre-an 
/,er3'trij3n/ adj or noun 

Es-con-di-do /,csk3n'di:dou/ : U.S. city, California 
Es-fa-han /,csf3'ha:n/ : city in Iran 
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Es-to-nia /e'stounija/ : country in Europe — Es-to-nian 
/c'stounjon/ adj or noun 

Ethi-o-pia /,i:0i'oupij3/ or formerly Ab-ys-sin-ia 
/(Eeba'sinja/ : country in Africa — Ethi-o-pi-an 
/,i:0i'oupij3n/ adj or noun 
Et-na, Mount /'etna/ : volcano in Italy, in Sicily 
Eu-gene /ju'(fci:n/ : U.S. city, Oregon 
Eu-phra-tes /ju'frei,ti:z/ - the Euphrates River also the 
Euphrates : river in Asia 

Eur-asia /ju'rei33/ : land area consisting of Europe and Asia 

— Eur-asian /ju'rei 3 an/a^ or noun 

Eu-rope /'jurap/ : continent of the Eastern Hemisphere 
-- European adj or noun 

European Union - the European Union : an economic, 
scientific, and political organization of some European 
countries 

Ev-ans-ville /'cvanz,vil/ : U.S. city, Indiana 
Ev-er-est or Mount Everest /'cvrast/ : mountain in Asia 
Ev-er-ett /'cvrat/ : U.S. city, Washington 
Ev-er-glades /'cva'igleidz/ — the Everglades : swamp re¬ 
gion of the U.S., in Florida 

Faer-oe Islands or Far-oe Islands /'ferou/- the Faeroe 
Islands or the Faroe Islands or the Faeroes or the 
Faroes : Danish islands in the Atlantic Ocean — Faero-ese 
/,fera'wi:z/ adj or noun 

Fai-sa-la-bad /,fai,sa:la'ba:d/ : city in Pakistan 
Falk-land /'faikland/ - the Falkland Islands also the 
Falklands or Spanish Is-las Mal-vi-nas /,i:slasmal- 
'vi:na:s/ or the Malvinas : British islands in the Atlantic 
Ocean near Argentina 

Far East — the Far East : the countries of eastern Asia and 
the Malay Archipelago — Far Eastern adj 
Fa-ri-da-bad /fa'ri:da,ba:d/ : town in India 
Fay-ette-ville /'fej3t,vil, 'fedval/ : U.S. city. North Carolina 
Fi-ji /'fiicfei/ : island country in the Pacific Ocean — Fi-ji-an 
/'fiicbijan/ adj or noun 

Finland /'finland/ : country in Europe — Finn /'fin/ noun 

— Finn-ish /'finij/ adj 
Flan-ders /"flsendaz/ 

1 : region of Belgium and France 

2 : region of Belgium 

Flint /'flint/ : U.S. city, Michigan 

Flor-ence /'Horans/ : city in Italy — Flor-en-tine /'floran- 
,ti:n/ adj or noun 
Flor-i-da /'florada, 'flarada/ 

1 : state of the U.S. 

2 the Straits of Florida : area of water connecting the 
Gulf of Mexico and the Atlantic Ocean 

3 the Florida Keys : group of islands in the U.S., in Flori¬ 
da 

— Flo-rid-i-an /fla'ndijan/ or Flor-i-dan /'floradan, 
■flaradan/ adj or noun 

Fon-tana /fan'taena/ : U.S. city, California 

For-ta-le-za Afoa'ta'leiza/ : city in Brazil 

Fort CoMins /'ka:lanz/ : U.S. city, Colorado 

Fort Knox /'na:ks/ : military area in the U.S., in Kentucky 

Fort Lau-der-dale /'laida^deil/ : U.S. city, Florida 

Fort Wayne /'wein/ : U.S. city, Indiana 

Fort Worth /'wa0/ : U.S. city, Texas 

France /'fraens/ : country in Europe — French /'frentf/ adj 
or noun 

Fra-ser /'freizay - the Fraser River also the Fraser : riv¬ 
er in British Columbia, Canada 
Fre-mont /'fri:,ma:nt/ : U.S. city, California 
French Guiana : part of France in South America 
Fres-no /'frcz,nou/ : U.S. city, California 
Fro-bi-sher Bay /’froubija/ : part of the Atlantic Ocean 
near northern Canada 

Fu-ji or Mount Fuji /'fuicfei/ : mountain in Japan 
Fu-ku-o-ka /,fu:ku'ouka/ : city in Japan 
FuMer-ton /'fula-tan/ : U.S. city, California 
Fun-dy, Bay of /'fAndi/ - the Bay of Fundy : area of the 
Atlantic Ocean between New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, 
Canada 

Fu-shun /'fu:\fun/ : city in China 

Ga-bon /gae'boun/ : country in Africa — Gab-o-nese 
/,gajba'ni:z/ adj or noun 

Gads-den Purchase /'gjedzdan/ - the Gadsden Pur¬ 
chase : area of the U.S. purchased in 1853 from Mexico 


Gaines-ville /'geinz,vil/ : U.S. city, Florida 
Ga-la-pa-gos /ga'la:pagas/ -the Galapagos Islands 
also the Galapagos : islands of Ecuador in the Pacific 
Ocean 

Ga-la-tia /ga'leijija/ : country in ancient Asia Minor — Ga¬ 
latian /ga'leijan/ adj or noun 
Ga-li-cia /ga'hfija/ 

1 : region in Poland and Ukraine 

2 : region in Spain 

— Ga-li-cian /ga'hjan I adj or noun 
Gal-l-lee /'gaela,li:/ 

1 : region of Israel 

2 the Sea of Galilee : lake in Israel on the border of Syria 

— Gal-i-le-an /^aela'lijan/ adj or noun 

Gal-ves-ton Bay /'gaelvastan/ : part of the Gulf of Mexico 
near the U.S. state of Texas 

Gam-bia /'gaembija/ : country in Africa — Gam-bi-an 
/'gaembijan/ adj or noun 

Gan-ges /■gaen.cfeiiz/ - the Ganges River also the Gan¬ 
ges : river in India — Gan-get-ic /gaen'efeetik/ adj 
Garden Grove : U.S. city, California 
Gar-land /'gaa-land/ : U.S. city, Texas 
Gary /'geri/ : U.S. city, Indiana 

Gas-co-ny /'gaeskani/ : region of France — Gas-con 
/'gaeskan/ adj or noun 

Gas-p6 Peninsula /gae'spei/ - the Gasp6 Peninsula 

; part of Quebec, Canada — Gas-pe-sian /gae'spij 3 an/ adj or 
noun 

Gat-i-neau /,gaeta'nou/ : town in Quebec, Canada 
Gaul /'ga:l/ : country of ancient western Europe 
Ga-za Strip /'ga:za/ — the Gaza Strip : area on the eastern 
coast of the Mediterranean Sea — Ga-zan /'gaizan/ adj or 
noun 

Ge-ne-va /cfea'niiva/ : city in Switzerland — Ge-ne-van 
/(fea'niivan/ adj or noun — Gen-e-vese /,cfecn3'vi:z/ adj or 
noun 

Gen-oa /'cfecnowa/ : city in Italy — Gen-o-ese /,cfecno'wi:z/ 
or Gen-o-vese /,cbcn3'viz/ adj or noun 
George-town /'cfeoaKfe^aun/ : section of the U.S. city of 
Washington, in the District of Columbia 
Geor-gia /'cfeoa^fea/ 

1 : state of the U.S. 

2 or the Republic of Georgia : country in Asia on the 
border with Europe 

— Geor-gian /'efeoaefean/ adj or noun 

Georgian Bay : part of Lake Huron near Ontario, Canada 
Ger-ma-ny /'cfea-mani/ : country in Europe — Ger-man 
/'cfeaman/ adj or noun 

Get-tys-burg /'getiz^a-g/ : U.S. town, Pennsylvania 
Gha-na /'ga:na/ : country in Africa — Gha-na-ian 
/ga'nejan/ or Gha-ni-an /'ga:nijan/ adj or noun 
Gi-bral-tar /(fea'brailtay 

1 : British colony on the coast of Spain 

2 the Rock of Gibraltar : part of Gibraltar 

— Gi-bral-tar-i-an /cfea'bra:l'terijan/woMw 
Gil-bert /'gilba , t/ : U.S. town, Arizona 
Gil-e-ad /'gilijad/ : region of ancient Palestine 
Gi-za /'gi:za/ : city in Egypt 

Glas-gow /'glae,skou/ : city in Scotland — Glas-we-gian 
/glses'wiicfean/ adj or noun 
Glen-dale /'glcn,deil/ 

1 : U.S. city, Arizona 

2 : U.S. city, California 

Go-bi /'goubi/ — the Gobi Desert ateo the Gobi : desert in 
Mongolia and China 

Go-lan Heights /'gou,la:n/ — the Golan Heights : region 
of hills in the Middle East 

Golden Gate — the Golden Gate : area of water connect¬ 
ing San Francisco Bay with the Pacific Ocean 
Go-mor-rah /ga'mora/ : city in the ancient Middle East 
Gond-wa-na-land /gan'dwa:n3,laend/ : a large area of land 
that is believed to have existed long ago and to have consist¬ 
ed of the lands of the Southern Hemisphere and India 
Goth-am /'ga:03m/ : informal name for the U.S. city of New 
York, in the state of New York — Goth-am-lte /'ga:03,mait/ 
noun 

Grand Canyon - the Grand Canyon : large and deep 
valley in the U.S., in Arizona 
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Grand Cou-lee Dam /'ku:li/ : dam in the U.S., on the Co¬ 
lumbia River in Washington 
Grande, Rio see rio grande 
Grand Prairie : U.S. city, Texas 
Grand Rapids : U.S. city, Michigan 
Great Barrier Reef - the Great Barrier Reef : coral reef 
off the coast of Australia 

Great Basin — the Great Basin : region of the western 
U.S. 

Great Britain 

1 : UNITED KINGDOM 

2 : island consisting of England, Scotland, and Wales 

Greater Antilles - the Greater Antilles : group of is¬ 
lands in the West Indies 
Greater Sudbury see sudbury, greater 
Great Lakes - the Great Lakes : Lakes Superior, Michi¬ 
gan, Huron, Erie, and Ontario 

Great Plains - the Great Plains : region in the U.S. and 
Canada 

Great Rift Valley - the Great Rift Valley : long valley in 
Asia and Africa 

Great Salt Lake - the Great Salt Lake : lake in the U.S., 
in Utah 

Great Smoky Mountains - the Great Smoky Moun¬ 
tains : mountains in the U.S., in North Carolina and Ten¬ 
nessee 

Greece /'gri:s/ : country in Europe — Gre-cian /'grkjan/ adj 

— Greek /'gri.k/ adj or noun 
Green Bay 

1 : U.S. city, Wisconsin 

2 : part of Lake Michigan 

Green-land /'griinland/ : Danish island in the Atlantic 
Ocean — Green-land-er /'gri inlands/ noun 
Greens-boro /'griinz.barou/ : U.S. city. North Carolina 
Green-wich /'gnnicfe/ : part of the city of London, in the 
United Kingdom 

Gre-na-da /gra'neida/ : island country in the West Indies 

— Gre-na-dan /gra'neidan/ adj or noun — Gre-na-di-an 
/gra'neidijan/ adj or noun 

Gresh-am /'grejam/ : U.S. city, Oregon 
Gua-da-la-ja-ra /,gwu:dala'hara/ : city in Mexico 
Gua-de-loupe /'gwa:da,lu:p/ : French island in the West In¬ 
dies — Gua-de-lou-pe-an /,gwa:da'lu:pijan/ noun 
Guam /'gwa:m/ : U.S. island in the Pacific Ocean — Gua- 
ma-ni-an /gwa'meinijan/ adj or noun 
Guang-zhou /'gwairj'cfeou/ : city in China 
Guan-ta-na-mo Bay /gwan'ta:na,mou/ : part of the Carib¬ 
bean Sea near Cuba 

Gua-te-ma-la /ggwcr.ta'ma’.la/ : country in Central America 

— Gua-te-ma-lan /,gwa:ta'ma:lan/ adj or noun 
Gua-ya-quil /,gwaja'ki:l/ : city in Ecuador 
Guay-na-bo /gwai'ncrbou/ : U.S. city, Puerto Rico 
Guelph /'gwelf/ : city in Ontario, Canada 

Gui-a-na /gi'aena/ : region of South America — Gui-a-nan 
/gi'senan/ adj or noun 
Guin-ea /'gmi/ 

1 : country in Africa 

2 the Gulf of Guinea : part of the Atlantic Ocean 

— Guin-ean /'ginijan/ adj or noun 
Guin-ea—Bis-sau /,ginibi'sau/ : country in Africa 
Gui-yang ^gwei'jairj/ : city in China 
Guj-ran-wala /gguicfcran'wada/ : city in Pakistan 

Gulf Stream — the Gulf Stream : current of warm water 
in the Atlantic Ocean 

Guy-ana /gai'zena/ : country in South America — Guy-a- 
nese /,gaja'ni:z/ adj or noun 
Gwangju see kwangju 
Hai-nan /'hai'nain/ : island of China 

Hai-ti /'heiti/ : countiy in the West Indies — Hai-tian 
/'heijan/ adj or noun 

Hal-i-fax /'hzelagfceks/ : city in Nova Scotia, Canada — Hal-i- 
go-ni-an /ghzela'gounijan/ noun 
Ham-burg /'h£em l ba , g, , ha:m 1 bu3>g/ : city in Germany 

— Ham-burg-er /'ha 2 m,ba , gas , ha:m,bua‘ga i / noun 
Ham-il-ton /'hsemaltan/ : city in Ontario, Canada 
Hamp-ton /'hsemptan/ : U.S. city, Virginia 
Hang-zhou /'haio'cfeou/ : city in China 
Ha-noi /hse'noi/ : city in Vietnam 


Ha-ra-re /ha'ra:,rei/ : city in Zimbabwe 
Har-bin /'haa'ban/ : city in China 

Har-lem /'haaJam/ : part of the U.S. city of New York, in the 
state of New York 

Har-ris-burg /'herasgb: U.S. city, Pennsylvania 
Hart-ford /'haa^tfad/ : U.S. city, Connecticut 
Hat-ter-as, Cape /'hzetaras/ : part of the U.S., in North 
Carolina 

Ha-vana /ha*v£ena/ : city in Cuba 
Ha-waii /ha'waji/ 

1 : state of the U.S. consisting of a group of islands in the Pa¬ 
cific Ocean 

2 : largest island of the state of Hawaii 

— Ha-wai-ian /ha'wajan/ adj or noun 
Hay-ward /*heiw3d/ : U.S. city, California 

Heb-ri-des /'hEbra,di:z/ — the Hebrides : islands of Scot¬ 
land in the Atlantic Ocean — Heb-ri-de-an /ghebra'dijan/ 
adj or noun 

Hel-ve-tia /hrl'vi:.fija/ : Latin name for Switzerland 
Hen-der-son /'henda^san/ : U.S. city, Nevada 
Henry, Cape /'henri/ : part of the U.S., in Virginia 
Hi-a-le-ah /,haja'lija/ : U.S. city, Florida 
Hi-ber-nia /hai'bamja/ : Latin name for Ireland — Hi-ber- 
ni-an /hai'b^nijan/ adj or noun 
High-lands /'hailandz/ — the Highlands : mountains in 
northern Scotland 

Hil-ton Head Island /'hiltij'hed/ : island of U.S., in South 
Carolina 

Hi-ma-la-yas /.hima'lejaz/- the Himalayas or the Hima¬ 
laya /ghima'leja/ : mountains in Asia — Hi-ma-la-yan 
Ahimo'lejan/ adj 

Hin-du Kush /'hmgdur'kuf/ : mountains in Asia 
Hi-ro-shi-ma /ghira'Jiima/ : city in Japan 
His-pan-io-la /ghispan'joula/ : island divided between Haiti 
and the Dominican Republic 

Ho Chi Minh City /'hougtfii'min/ or formerly Sai-gon 
/sai'ga:n/ : city in Vietnam 
Hok-kai-do /ha'kaidou/ : island of Japan 
Hol-land /'hailand/ see Netherlands - Hol-land-er 
/'hailanda 1 / noun 
Hol-ly-wood /'hadigwud/ 

1 : part of the U.S. city of Los Angeles, in California 

2 : U.S. city, Florida 

Hon-du-ras /hain'daras/ : country in Central America 

— Hon-du-ran /hain'daran/ ad) or noun 

Hong Kong /’ha:r),ka:r)/ or Xiang-gang /’JjaiOggau]/ : re¬ 
gion of China — Hong Kong-er/'hairj'kairj &/ noun 
Ho-no-lu-lu /,ha:na'lu:lu/ : U.S. city, Hawaii 
Hon-shu /'haingju:/ : island of Japan 

Hoover Dam /'hu:vay : dam in the U.S. on the Colorado 
River between Nevada and Arizona 
Hous-ton /'hjurstan/ : U.S. city, Texas - Hous-to-nian 
/hju'stounijan/ noun 
How-rah /'haura/ : city in India 

Huang Ho /'hwaiq'hou/— the Huang Ho : river in China 
Hud-son /'hAdsan/ 

1 the Hudson River also the Hudson : U.S. river, in 
New York 

2 Hudson Bay : part of the Atlantic Ocean near Canada 
Hun-ga-ry /'hArjgari/ : country in Europe — Hun-gar-i-an 

/ghArj'gerijan/ adj or noun 

Hun-ting-ton Beach /'hAntirjtan/ : U.S. city, California 
Hunts-ville /'hAnts,vil/ : U.S. city, Alabama 
Hu-ron, Lake /'hj&ga:n/ : lake in the U.S. and Canada 
Hy-der-a-bad /'haidara,baed/ 

1 : city in India 

2 : city in Pakistan 

Iba-dan /i'ba:dn/ : city in Nigeria 

Ibe-ria /ai'birija/ - Iberia or the lbe-ri-an Peninsula 

/ai'birijan/ : area of land where Spain and Portugal are locat¬ 
ed 

Ice-land /'aisland/ : island country in Europe — lce-land-er 
/'aiSglzenda*/ noun — Ice-lan-dic /ais'lsendik/ adj 
Ida-ho /'aid3,hou/ : state of the U.S. — lda-ho-an 
/gaida'howan/ adj or noun 

ll-li-nois /gila'noi/ : state of the U.S. — ll-li-nois-an 

/gila'nojan/ adj or noun 
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ll*lyr*ia /I'lirija/ : country in ancient Europe — ll*lyr*i*an 
/I'lirijan/ adj or noun 

lm-pe*ri*al Valley /im'pirijal/ - the Imperial Valley : val¬ 
ley in the U.S. and Mexico 
Irvchon or Incheon /'m.tfAn/ : city in South Korea 
ln*de*pen*dence /.inda'pendants/ : U.S. city, Missouri 
In'dia /'mdija/ : country in Asia — ln-di-an /'mdijan/ adj or 
noun 

Indian Ocean — the Indian Ocean : ocean east of Africa, 
south of Asia, west of Australia, and north of Antarctica 
ln*di*ana /.mdi'sena/ : state of the U.S. — ln*di*an-an 
/.mdi'senan/ or ln*di*an*i*an /,mdi' 2 enijan/ adj or noun 
ln*di*a*nap*o*lis Amdia'nsepalas/ : U.S. city, Indiana 
ln*do*chi*na An^dou'tfama/ 

1 : land area including Myanmar, the Malay Peninsula, 
Thailand, Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam 

2 : former country of Asia 

— In-do-Chi-nese Am.doutfai'niz/ adj or noun 
ln*do*ne*sia /imda'ni^a/ : country in Asia — ln-do-ne- 

sian Amda'ni^an/ adj or noun 
ln-dore /m'doay : city in India 

ln-dus /'mdas/ — the Indus River also the Indus : river in 
Asia 

In-gle-wood /'irjga^wud/ : U.S. city, California 
Inside Passage - the Inside Passage : shipping route 
that extends from the U.S. state of Washington, along the 
coast of Canada, to the U.S. state of Alaska 
lo-wa /'ajawa/ : state of the U.S. — lo-wan /'ajawan/ adj or 
noun 

Iran /i'ra;n, Preen/ : country in Asia — lra*ni*an /I'remijan/ 
adj or noun 

Iraq /i'ra:k, I'reek/ : country in Asia — Iraqi /i'ra:ki, Preeki/ 
adj or noun 
Ireland /'airland/ 

1 or Ei-re /'era/ : country in Europe 

2 : European island in the Atlantic Ocean 

3 Northern Ireland see northern Ireland 

— Irish /'ainJV adj 

lr-ra-wad*dy /.ira'wcudi/ - the Irrawaddy River also the 
Irrawaddy : river in Myanmar 
lr-tysh /i^'tiJV - the Irtysh River also the Irtysh : river in 
Asia 

lr*vine /'a 1 , vain/ : U.S. city, California 
lr*ving /'avio/ : U.S. city, Texas 
Islas Malvinas see Falkland 
ls-ra-el /'izrijal/ 

1 : country in Asia 

2 : kingdom in ancient Palestine 

3 : northern part of the Hebrew kingdom after about 933 
B.C. 

— Is-rae-li /iz'reili/ adj or noun 

ls*tan*bul Aistan'buil/ or formerly Con*stan*ti*no*ple 
Akain^tsenta'noopal/ : city in Turkey 
ls-tria /'istrija/ - Istria or the Istrian Peninsula : part of 
Croatia and Slovenia — ls-tri-an Astrijan/ adj or noun 
lt*a*ly /'itali/ : country in Europe — ItaMan /I'tseljan/ adj or 
noun 

Itas-ca, Lake /ai'taeska/ : lake in the U.S., in Minnesota 
Ivory Coast or Cote d’Ivoire /.koutdi'vwaa 1 / : country in 
Africa — I vor*i*an /ai'vorijan/ adj or noun — Ivory Coaster 
noun 

Iwo Ji-ma /,i,wou'cfei:ma/ : Japanese island in the Pacific 
Ocean 

lz*mir /iz'mia*/ : city in Turkey 

Jack-son /'tfcseksan/ : U.S. city, Mississippi 

Jack-son-ville Afc£eksan,vil/ : U.S. city, Florida 

Ja-kar-ta /cfea'kaata/ : city in Indonesia 

Ja-mai-ca /tfea'meika/ : island country in the West Indies 

— Ja-mai-can /cfea'meikan/ adj or noun 
James-town /'cfeeimz.taun/ : ruins in the U.S. of the first 

permanent English settlement in America, in Virginia 
Ja-pan /cfca'psen/ 

1 : island country in Asia 

2 the Sea of Japan : part of the Pacific Ocean 

— Jap-a-nese Acfezepa'niiz/ adj or noun 

Ja-va /'cfccr.va/ : island of Indonesia — Ja-van /'cfcaivan/ adj 
or noun — Ja-va-nese Acfearva'niiz/ noun 
Jer-i-cho Afeer^kou/ : city in ancient Palestine 


Jer-sey /'cfeazi/ : British island in the English Channel — Jer¬ 
sey* ite /'cfca'zi.ait/ noun 
Jersey City : U.S. city. New Jersey 
Je*ru*sa*lem /cfea'ruisalam/ : city in the Middle East 
Ji-lin /'(feii'lm/ : city in China 
Ji*nan /'cfeii'nain/ : city in China 

Jo*han*nes*burg /cfcou'h2en3s,b3'g/ : city in the Republic of 
South Africa 

Jo-li*et Acfeouli'et/ : U.S. city, Illinois 
Jor-dan Afeoa’dn/ 

1 : country in Asia 

2 the Jordan River also the Jordan : river in Israel and 
Jordan 

— Jor*da*ni*an /cfeo^'demijan/ adj or noun 

Juan de Fu*ca, Strait of /.wainda'fjuika/ - the Strait of 
Juan de Fuca : area of water between British Columbia, 
Canada, and the U.S. state of Washington 
Ju-daea or Ju*dea /tfeu'dija/ : region of ancient Palestine 

— Ju-dae-an or Ju*de*an /cfeu'dijan/ adj or noun 
Jut-land AfeAtland/ : part of northern Europe 
Ka*bul /'kaibal, ks'buil/ : city in Afghanistan 
Kal*a*ha*ri /.kgeb'hari/ - the Kalahari Desert also the 

Kalahari : desert region of southern Africa 
Kam-chat*ka Peninsula /ksm'tfstka/ : part of eastern 
Russia 

Kan*pur /'kain^ua 1 / : city in India 

Kan-sas /'ksenzas/ : state of the U.S. — Kan*san /'ksenzan/ 
adj or noun 
Kansas City 

1 : U.S. city, Kansas 

2 : U.S. city, Missouri 
Ka-ra-chi /ka'ra:tfi/ : city in Pakistan 

Kar-a-ko-ram Pass /,kara'koram/ : area between moun¬ 
tains in Kashmir 

Ka*ra Sea /'kara/ — the Kara Sea : part of the Arctic 
Ocean 

Ka*re*lia /ka'riilija/ : region of Europe — Ka*re*lian 
/ka'riilijan/ adj or noun 
Karst /'kaa'St/ : area in Slovenia and Italy 
Kash-mir /'kzeLmia^ : region in Asia — Kash-miri 
/kcej'miri/ adj or noun 

Ka*tah*din, Mount /ka'taidp/ : mountain in the U.S., in 
Maine 

Kau-ai /ka'waii/ : island of the U.S., in Hawaii 
Ka-wa-sa-ki /,ka:wa'sa:ki/ : city in Japan 
Ka-zakh-stan /fkaijzaik'stain/ : country in Asia — Ka¬ 
zakh /ka'za:k/ noun 
Ka-zan’/ka'zsen/: city in Russia 

Ke-low*na /kaMouna/ : city in British Columbia, Canada 
Ke*no*sha /ka'nouja/ : U.S. city, Wisconsin 
Kentucky /kan'uki/ : state of the U.S. - Ken-tucki-an 
/kan'txkijan/ adj or noun 

Ken*ya /'kenja, 'ki:nja/ : country in Africa — Ken*yan 
/'kenjan, 'ki:njan/ adj or noun 

Ke*wee-naw Peninsula /'ki:wa,na:/ - the Keweenaw 
Peninsula : area of the U.S., in Michigan 
Khar*kiv /'kaaJcaf/ : city in Ukraine 
Khar-toum /kaa^'tuim/ : city in Sudan 
Ki*ev /'ki:,ef, 'ki:,ev/ : city in Ukraine 
Ki*lau*ea /,ki:,la:'weja/ : volcano in the U.S., in Hawaii 
Kil*i*man*ja*ro or Mount Kilimanjaro /,kilaman'cbarou/ 
: mountain in Tanzania 

Kingston /'kiostan/ : city in Ontario, Canada 
Kin*sha*sa /km'Xa:sa/ : city in the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo 

Ki*ri*bati /'kira,b 2 es/ : island country in the Pacific Ocean 
Ki*ta*kyu*shu /ki^ai'kyuifu/ : city in Japan 
Kitch*e*ner /'kitfna 1 / : city in Ontario, Canada 
KIon*dike / , kla:n,daik/ - the Klondike : region of Canada 
Knox*ville /'na:ks,vil/ : U.S. city, Tennessee 
Ko-be /'koubi/ : city in Japan 

Ko*la Peninsula /'koula/ - the Kola Peninsula : part of 
northwestern Russia 
Kolkata see Calcutta 
Ko*na /'kouna/ : area of the U.S., in Hawaii 
Ko-rea /ka'rij a/ 

1 : area of eastern Asia 

2 : North Korea and South Korea 
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— Ko-re-an /ka'rijan/ adj or noun 

Ko-so-vo /*kcr.S3,vou, 'kous3,vou/ : country in Europe 

— Ko-so-var /'ka:sa,vaas 'kousa,va zt! adj or noun 
Krak-a-tau /,kr£eka'tau/ or Krak-a-toa /,kra 2 ka'towa/ : vol¬ 
cano in Indonesia 

K2 /.kei'tu/ : mountain in Kashmir 

Kua-la Lum-pur /,kwa:la'lum,pu 0 '/ : city in Malaysia 

Kun-ming /'kun'mirj/ : city in China 

Kur-di-stan /,kua < da'st£en/ : region of Asia — Kurd /'kua-d, 
'kad/ noun — Kurd-ish /'kuadi/, '\aznhj/ adj 

Ku-ril or Ku-rile /'kjua,i:l/ — the Kuril Islands or the 
Kurile Islands also the Kurils or the Kuriles : Russian 
islands in the Pacific Ocean 

Ku-wait /ku'weit/ : country in Asia — Ku-waiti /ku'weiti/ 
adj or noun 

Kwang-ju or Gwang-ju /'gwa:rj,(feu:/ : city in South Korea 
Kyoto /'kjou,tou/ : city in Japan 
Kyr*gyz*stan /,ki»gi'st£en/ : country in Asia 
Kyu-shu /'kju:,Ju:/ : island of Japan 

Lab-ra-dor /'lEebra^oa/ : part of eastern Canada — Lab- 
ra-dor-ean or Lab-ra-dor-ian /^Eebra'dorijan/ adj or noun 
La-co-nia /la'kounija/ : country in ancient Greece — La- 
co-nian /la'kounijan/ adj or noun 
La-fay-ette /,la:fi'ct/ : U.S. city, Louisiana 
La-gos /'lei,ga:s/ : city in Nigeria 
La-hore /la'hoay : city in Pakistan 

La Jol-la /la'hoja/ : part of the U.S. city of San Diego, in Cal¬ 
ifornia 

Lake-wood /'leik,wud/ : U.S. city, Colorado 
La-nai /la'nai/ : island of the U.S., in Hawaii 
Lan-cas-ter /'lcen^cesta 1 / : U.S. city, California 
Lan-sing /'lEensirj/ : U.S. city, Michigan 
Lan-zhou /'lai'tfea:/ : city in China 

Laos /'laus/ : country in Asia — Lao-tian /lei'oufan/ adj or 
noun 

Lap-land /'l£ep,la 2 nd/ : region of northern Europe — Lap¬ 
lander /'l£ep,l£end a/ noun 
La-re-do /la'reidou/ : U.S. city, Texas 

Las Ve-gas /la:s'veigas/ or informally Vegas : U.S. city, Ne¬ 
vada 

Latin America 

1 : Spanish America and Brazil 

2 : South America and North America south of the U.S. 

— Latin-American adj - Latin American noun 
Lat-via /'lzetvija/ : country in Europe — Lat-vi-an /'lzetvijan/ 

adj or noun 

Lau-ren-tian Mountains /la'renjan/ - the Laurentian 
Mountains : hills in eastern Canada 
La-val /la'vari/ : city in Quebec, Canada 
Law-ton /'la:tp/ : U.S. city, Oklahoma 
Leb-a-non /'leba,na:n/ : country in Asia — Leb-a-nese 
/,leba'ni:z/ adj or noun 

Le-na /Mima/ - the Lena River also the Lena : river in 
Russia 

Le-so-tho /la'sou.tou, la'su:,tu:/ : country in Africa 

Lesser Antilles - the Lesser Antilles : islands in the 
West Indies 

Le-vant /la'veent/ — the Levant : countries that border the 
eastern part of the Mediterranean Sea — Lev-an-tine 
/'levan,tain/ adj or noun 
Le-vis /'li:vas/ : city in Quebec, Canada 
Lex-ing-ton /'leksirjtan/ : U.S. city, Kentucky 
Li-be-ria /lai'birija/ : country in Africa — Li-be-ri-an 
/lai'birijan/ adj or noun 

Lib-ya /'libtfa/ : country in Africa — Lib-y-an /'libijan/ adj or 
noun 

Liech-ten-stein /'hktan,stain/ : country in Europe — Liech- 
ten-stein-er /'hktan,stains/ noun 
Li-gu-ria /la'gjaria/ : region of Italy — Li-gu-ri-an 
/la'gjarian/ adj or noun 
Li-ma /'li:ma/ : city in Peru 

Lim-po-po River /hm'poupou/ - the Limpopo River 

: river in Africa 

Lin-coin /‘liqkan/ : U.S. city, Nebraska 
Lis-bon /'hzban/ : city in Portugal — Lis-bo-an /liz'bowan/ 
noun 

Lith-u-a-nia /(liGa'weinija/ : country in Europe — Lith-u-a- 
nian /,li0a'weinijan/ adj or noun 


Lit-tie Rock /'litl,ra:k/ : U.S. city, Arkansas 
Liv-er-pool /'liva^pul/ : city in England — Liv-er-pud-li-an 
/,livypAdlijan/ adj or noun 
Li-vo-nia /la'vounija/ : U.S. city, Michigan 
Lo-gan, Mount /'lougan/ : mountain in Canada 
Lo-mond, Loch /,la:k'loumand/ : lake in Scotland 
Lon-don /'lAndan/ 

1 : city in England 

2 : city in Ontario, Canada 

— Lon-don-er /'lAndana 1 / noun 
Long Beach : U.S. city, California 
Long Island 

1 : island of the U.S., in New York 

2 Long Island Sound : part of the Atlantic Ocean be¬ 
tween the U.S. states of New York and Connecticut 

Lon-gueuil /lag'geil/ : city in Quebec, Canada 

Los An-ge-les /las'sencfealas/ : U.S. city, California 

— An-ge-le-no /,£entfea'li:nou/ or Los An-ge-le-no 

/las,cend 5 a'li:nou/ noun 

Lou-ise, Lake /lu'i’.z/ : lake in Alberta, Canada 
Lou-i-si-ana /lu,i:zi'£ena/ 

1 : state of the U.S. 

2 the Louisiana Purchase : area of the U.S. purchased 
from France in 1803 

— Lou-i-si-an-ian /lu,i;zi'£enijan/ or Lou-i-si-an-an 

/lu,i:zi'£enan/ adj or noun 
Lou-is-ville /'lu:wi,vil/ : U.S. city, Kentucky 
Low-ell /'lowal/ : U.S. city, Massachusetts 
Lower 48 — the Lower 48 : the states of the U.S. not in¬ 
cluding Alaska and Hawaii 

Lower Peninsula - the Lower Peninsula : part of the 
U.S., in southern Michigan 
Lu-an-da /lu'ainda/ : city in Angola 
Lub-bock /'lAbak/ : U.S. city, Texas 
Luck-now /'lAk,nau/ : city in India 
Lu-dhi-a-na /,lu:di'a:na/ : city in India 
Lux-em-bourg /'lAksam,ba>g/ : country in Europe — Lux- 
em-bourg-er /'lAksam.b^gay noun - Lux-em-bourg-ian 
/^Aksam'bagijan/ adj 

Lu-zon /lu'zcr.n/ : island of the Philippines 
Lyd-ia /'lidija/ : country of ancient Asia Minor — Lyd-i-an 
/'lidijan/ adj or noun 

Lynch-burg /'lintf,bag/ : U.S. city, Virginia 
Ma-cao /ma'kau/ or Chinese Ao-men /'auhrun/ : region of 
China — Mac-a-nese /,maka'ni:z/ noun 
Mac-e-do-nia /,m£esa'dounija/ 

1 : region of Europe 

2 : country in Europe 

— Mac-e-do-nian /,m£esa'dounjan/ adj or noun 
Ma-chu Pic-chu /,mu:tiu'pr.tfu/ : site of the ruins of an Inca 

city in Peru 

Mac-ken-zie /ma'kcnzi/ - the Mackenzie River also the 
Mackenzie : river in Canada 

Mack-i-nac, Straits of /'maika.na:/ - the Straits of 
Mackinac : area of water in North America that connects 
Lake Huron and Lake Michigan 
Mad-a-gas-car /(masda'gseska 1 / : island country in the Indi¬ 
an Ocean — Mad-a-gas-can /,m£eda'g£eskan/ adj or noun 
Ma-dei-ra /ma'dira/ 

1 the Madeira River also the Madeira : river in Brazil 

2 the Madeira Islands : Portuguese islands in the Atlan¬ 
tic Ocean 

— Ma-dei-ran /ma'diran/ adj or noun 
Mad-i-son /'mcedasan/ : U.S. city, Wisconsin 

Ma-dras /ma'drses/ or Chen-nai /'tfe,nai/ : city in India 

— Ma-drasi /ma'drsesi/ noun 

Ma-drid /ma'dnd/ : city in Spain — Mad-ri-le-nian /,m£edra- 
Miinijan/ adj or noun — Ma-dri-le-rio ^maidra'leinjou/ noun 
Mag-da-len Islands /'msegdalan/ : islands of Canada, in 
Quebec 

Ma-gel-lan, Strait of /ma'cfeclan/ - the Strait of Magel¬ 
lan : area of water that connects the Atlantic Ocean with the 
Pacific Ocean at the southern end of South America 
Ma-ghreb or the Maghreb /'maigrab/ : region of north¬ 
western Africa 

Maine /'mein/ : state of the U.S. — Main-er /'meinay noun 
Ma-jor-ca /ma'cfeoa^ka/ : island of Spain in the Mediterra¬ 
nean Sea — Ma-jor-can /ma'cfeoaJcan/ adj or noun 
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Ma-la-wi /ma'laiwi/ : country in Africa — Ma-la-wi-an 
/ma'lcr.wian/ adj or noun 

Ma-lay Archipelago /ma'lei, 'mei.lei/ - the Malay Archi¬ 
pelago : group of islands in southeastern Asia 
Ma-lay-sia /ma'lei 3 a/ : country in Asia — Ma-lay-sian 

/m9'lei33n/ adj or noun 

Maldives /'ma:l,di:vz/ : island country in the Indian Ocean 

— Mal-div-i-an /mal'divijan/ adj or noun 

Ma-li /'maili/ : countiy in Africa — Ma-li-an /'mailijan/ adj or 
noun 

Mal-ta /'muilta/ : island country in the Mediterranean Sea 

— Maltese /mal'tiiz/ acjj or noun 
Malvinas, Islas see Falkland 

Man, Isle of /'msen/ — the Isle of Man : island of the Unit¬ 
ed Kingdom — Manx /'mserjks/ adj or noun 
Ma-naus /ma'naus/ : city in Brazil 
Man-ches-ter /'msen^esta 1 , 'msentf astaV 

1 : U.S. city, New Hampshire 

2 : city in England 

Man-chu-ria /rmen'tfarija/ : region of northeastern China 

— Man-chu-ri-an /msen'tfaTijan/ adj or noun 
Man-da-lay Amsenda'lei/ : city in Myanmar 
Man-hat-tan /meen'hsetn/ : part of the U.S. city of New 

York, in the state of New York 
Ma-nila /ma'nila/ : city in the Philippines 
Man-i-to-ba Amsena'touba/ : province of Canada — Man-i- 
to-ban Amsena'touban/ adj or noun 
Man-i-tou-lin Island /,m 2 ena'tu:lan/ : Canadian island in 
Lake Huron 

Mar-a-cai-bo /,mera'kaibou/ : city in Venezuela 
Mar-i-et-ta /,meri'cta/ : U.S. city, Georgia 
Mark-ham /'maaJcam/ : town in Ontario, Canada 

Mar-ma-ra, Sea of /'ma^mara/ - the Sea of Marmara 

: sea in Turkey 

Mar-seille /maa'sei/ : city in France 
Mar-shall /‘maa-Jal/ - the Marshall Islands also the 
Marshalls : islands in the Pacific Ocean - Mar-shall-ese 
/,maa , J'a'li:z/ acjj or noun 

Mar-tha’s Vineyard /'maa'Oaz/ : island of the U.S., in Mas¬ 
sachusetts — Vine-yard-er /'vinja'day noun 
Mar-ti-nique /,maa , ta , ni:k/ : French island in the West Indies 

— Mar-ti-ni-can /,maa , ta , ni:kan/ adj or noun — Mar-ti- 
ni-quais Amaa^tiina'kei/ adj or noun 

Mary-land /'meraland/ : state of the U.S. — Mary-land-er 
/‘meralanda 1 / noun 
Mash-had /ma'Jaed/ : city in Iran 

Ma-son-Dix-on Line /.meisit'diksan/ -the Mason- 
Dixon Line : boundary between northern and southern 
states of the U.S. 

Mas-sa-chu-setts /,m 2 esa'tfu:sats/ : state of the U.S. 
Mat-ter-horn /'mseta^ho^n/ — the Matterhorn : mountain 
on the border between Switzerland and Italy 
Maui /'mawi/ : island of the U.S., in Hawaii 
Mau-na Kea /,mauna'keja/ : extinct volcano in the U.S., in 
Hawaii 

Mau-na Loa /,mauna'lowa/ : volcano in the U.S., in Hawaii 
Mau-re-ta-nia /,mora'temija/ : country of ancient Africa 
Mau-ri-ta-nia /,mora'temija/ : country in Africa — Mau-ri- 
ta-ni-an Amora'teinijan/ adj or noun 
Mau-ri-tius /mo^'rifas/ : island country in the Indian Ocean 

— Mau-ri-tian /moa-'n/an/ adj or noun 

May, Cape /'mei/ : part of the U.S. state of New Jersey 
Ma-ya-guez Amaja'gwez/ : U.S. city, Puerto Rico 
Mc-AI-len /ma'kselan/ : U.S. city, Texas 
Mc-Kin-ley, Mount /ma'kmli/ or De-na-li /da'nadi/ 
: mountain in the U.S., in Alaska 
Mec-ca /'mcka/ : city in Saudi Arabia 
Me-dan /mei'dain/ : city in Indonesia 
Me-de-llin /,mcda'li:n/ : city in Colombia 
Me-di-na /ma'dirna/ : city in Saudi Arabia 
Med-i-ter-ra-nean /.mcdata'remijan/ -the Mediterra¬ 
nean Sea also the Mediterranean : sea between Europe 
and Africa 

Mee-rut /'meirat/ : city in India 

Me-kong /'mei'kairj/ -the Mekong River also the 
Mekong : river in Asia 

Mel-a-ne-sia /,mcla'ni: 3 a/ : islands of the Pacific Ocean 

— Mel-a-ne-sian /,mela'ni: 3 an/ adj or noun 


Mel-bourne /'melb^n/ : city in Australia 
Mel-vllle Island /'mel,vil/ : island of Canada in the Arctic 
Archipelago 
Mem-phis /‘memfas/ 

1 : U.S. city, Tennessee 

2 : city in ancient Egypt 

Mem-phre-ma-gog, Lake /,mcmfri'mei,ga:g/ : lake on the 
border between the U.S. state of Vermont and Quebec, Can¬ 
ada 

Mer-cia /'ma i Jija/: kingdom in ancient England — Mer-cian 
/’ma-fijan/ adj or noun 
Me-sa /‘meisa/ : U.S. city, Arizona 

Me-so-amer-i-ca /,mczowa'merika/ : region of southern 
North America — Me-so-amer-i-can /,mczowa'merikan/ 
adj 

Mes-o-po-ta-mia /,mcsapa'teimija/ : region of Asia between 
the Tigris and Euphrates rivers — Mes-o-po-ta-mian 
' /,mcsapa'teimijan/ adj or noun 
Mes-quite /ma'skiit/ : U.S. city, Texas 
Mex-i-co /'mcksi,kou/ 

1 : country in North America 

2 the Gulf of Mexico : part of the Atlantic Ocean 

— Mex-i-can /'mcksikan/ adj or noun 

Mi-ami /mai'semi/ U.S. city, Florida — Mi-ami-an 
/mai'semijan/ noun 
Mich-i-gan /'mifigan/ 

1 : state of the U.S. 

2 Lake Michigan : lake in the U.S. 

— Mich-i-gan-der Amifi'gsenda-/ noun — Mich-i-ga-ni-an 
/.inifa'gemijan/ noun — Mich-i-gan-ite /'mijiga,nait/ 
noun 

Mi-cro-ne-sia, Federated States of /.maikra'niisa/ - the 
Federated States of Micronesia : island country in the 
Pacific Ocean — Mi-cro-ne-sian /,maikra'ni: 3 an/ adj or 
noun 

Middle East — the Middle East : countries of southwest¬ 
ern Asia and northern Africa — Middle Eastern adj 

— Middle Easterner noun 

Mid-i-an /'midijan/ : region of ancient Arabia — Mid-i-an- 
ite /'midija,nait/ noun 
Mid-land /'midland/ : U.S. city, Texas 
Mid-way /'mid,wei/ : U.S. islands in the Pacific Ocean 
Mid-west /,mid'wcst/ — the Midwest : region of the U.S. 

— Mid-wes-tern /,mid'wcst^n/ adj — Mid-wes-tern-er 
/(inid'wcsta'na 1 / noun 

Mi-lan /ma'lsen, ma'lain/ : city in Italy — Mil-a-nese 
/,mila'ni:z/ adj or noun 

Mil-wau-kee /mil'wa:ki/ : U.S. city, Wisconsin 
Min-ne-ap-o-lis Amini'sepalas/ : U.S. city, Minnesota 
Min-ne-so-ta /,mma'souta/ : state of the U.S. — Min-ne- 
so-tan /imma'sootri/ acjj or noun 
Mi-nor-ca /ma'norka/ : island of Spain in the Mediterranean 
Sea — Mi-nor-can /ma'norkan/ adj or noun 
Minsk /'mmsk/ : city in Belarus 
Mission Vie-jo /vi'eihoo/ : U.S. city, California 
Mis-sis-sau-ga /,misa'sa:ga/ : city in Ontario, Canada 
Mis-sis-sip-pi /,misa'sipi/ 

1 : state of the U.S. 

2 the Mississippi River also the Mississippi : river in 
the U.S. 

— Mis-sis-sip-pi-an /,misa'sipijan/ adj or noun 
Mis-sou-ri /ma'za’ri/ 

1 : state of the U.S. 

2 the Missouri River also the Missouri : river in the 
U.S. 

— Mis-sou-ri-an /ma'zarijan/ adj or noun 

Mitch-ell, Mount /'mUfal/ : mountain in the U.S., in North 
Carolina 

Mo-bile /mou'bi:!/ : U.S. city, Alabama 
Mo-des-to /ma'dcstou/ : U.S. city, California 
Mo-hen-jo Da-ro /mou'hencfeou'darou/ : prehistoric city in 
Asia 

Mo-ja-ve or Mo-ha-ve /ma'haivi/ - the Mojave Desert or 
the Mohave Desert also the Mojave or the Mohave 

: desert in the U.S., in California 
Mol-da-via /mal'deivija/ : region in Romania and Moldova 

— Mol-da-vian /mal'deivijaan/ adj or noun 
Mol-do-va /mal'douva/ : country in Europe — Mol-do-van 

/mal'douvan/ adj or noun 
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Mol-o-kai Amcr.b'kai/ : island of the U.S., in Hawaii 
Mo-luc-cas /mo'lAkoz/ — the Moluccas : islands of Indo¬ 
nesia — Mo-luc-ca /ma'lAka/ adj — Mo-luc-can /ma'l^kan/ 

adj 

Mo-na-co /'ma:n3,kou/ : country in Europe — Mo-na-can 
/'mainakan/ adj or noun — Mon-e-gasque /,ma:ni'g£esk/ 
adj or noun 

Mon-go-lia /man'goulja/ : country in Asia — Mon-go-lian 
/man'gouljan/ adj or noun 

Montana /man'taena/ : state of the U.S. — Mon-tan-an 
/man'tasnan/ adj or noun 

Mont Blanc /'moun'blaiq/ : mountain in France on the Ital¬ 
ian border 

Mon-te Car-lo /,ma:nti'kaa4ou/ : section of Monaco 
Mon-te-ne-gro Amarntd'nkgrou/ : country in Europe 
— Mon-te-ne-grin Amaintd'nkgran/ adj or noun 
Mon-te-rey Amainta'rei/ : U.S. city, California 
Mon-ter-rey Amainta'rei/ : city in Mexico 
Mon-te-vl-deo /,ma:nt3V3'dejou/ : city in Uruguay 
Mont-gom-ery /mant'gAmari/ : U.S. city, Alabama 
Mon-tre-al Amaintri'arl/ : city in Quebec, Canada — Mon- 
tre-al-er Amaintri'aib/ noun 

Mont-ser-rat Amcnntsa'raet/ : British island in the West In¬ 
dies — Mont-ser-ra-tian Amamtsa'reijan/ noun 
Mo-ra-via /mg'reivija/ : region of the Czech Republic — Mo- 
ra-vi-an /ma'reivijan/ adj or noun 
Mo-re-no Valley /ma'riinou/ : U.S. city, California 
Mo-roc-co /ma'raikou/ : country in Africa — Mo-roc-can 
/ma'rarkan/ adj or noun 

Mos-cow /'ma:,skau/ : city in Russia — Mus-co-vite 
/'mAsk3,vait/ adj or noun 

Mo-zam-bique Amouzam'biik/ : country in Africa — Mo- 
zam-bi-can Amouzam'biikan/ adj or noun 
Mui-tan /mul'tain/ : city in Pakistan 
Mumbai see Bombay 
Mu-nlch /'mju:nik/ : city in Germany 
Mur-cia /'maj'ija/ : kingdom in ancient Spain — Mur-cian 
/•majljan/ adj or noun 

Mur-frees-boro /'matfriz^arou/ : U.S. city, Tennessee 
Myan-mar /'mja:n,maa/ or Bur-ma /'bama/ : country in 
Asia 

My-sia /'mijtja/ : country in ancient Asia Minor 
Nab-a-taea or Nab-a-tea Anaeba'tija/ : kingdom in ancient 
Palestine — Nab-a-tae-an or Nab-a-te-an Anaeba'tjjsn/ adj 
or noun 

Na-goya /na'goja/ : city in Japan 
Nag-pur /'na:g,pua/ : city in India 
Nai-ro-bi /nai'roubi/ : city in Kenya 

Na-mib-ia /na'mibija/ : country in Africa — Na-mib-ian 
/na'mibijan/ adj or noun 
Nari'Chang /'nain'tfaig/ : city in China 
Nanking /'nain'ctem/ : city in China 

Nan-tuck-et /nsen'tAkat/ : island of the U.S., in Massachu¬ 
setts 

Na-per-ville /*neipa^vil/ : U.S. city, Illinois 
Na-ples /'neipalz/ : city in Italy — Ne-a-pol-i-tan 
Anija'pcnbtan/ adj or noun 

Nar-ra-gan-sett Bay Anere'gsensat/ : part of the Atlantic 
Ocean 

Na-shik /'na jik/ : town in India 
Nash-vilie /'naej,vil/ : U.S. city, Tennessee 
Na-u-ru /na'uiru/ : island country in the Pacific Ocean — Na- 
u-ru-an /na'urawan/ adj or noun 
Near East — the Near East : countries of northeastern Af¬ 
rica and southwestern Asia — Near Eastern adj 
Ne-bras-ka /na'bneska/ : state of the U.S. - Ne-bras-kan 
/na'brasskan/ adj or noun 

Neg-ev /'ne,gev/ — the Negev : desert region of Israel 
Ne-gro /'nei,grou/ - the Negro River also the Negro 
: river in Colombia and Brazil 
Nejd /'netted/ : region of Saudi Arabia 
Ne-pal /na'pail/ : country in Asia — Nep-a-lese Anepa'liiz/ 
adj or noun — Ne-pal i /na'paili/ adj or noun 
Ness, Loch /,la:k'nes/ : lake in Scotland 
Netherlands /'neO^bndz/ or Hol-land /'haibnd/ - the 
Netherlands or Holland : country in Europe — Neth-er- 
land / , ne5a4and/ adj — Neth-er-land-er /'nefta^laend^/ 
noun — Neth-er-land-ish / , ne5a i l l£endij'/ adj 


Ne-va-da /na'vaeda, na'varda/ : state of the U.S. — Ne-va- 
dan /na'vaedp, na'vaidp/ adj or noun 
New-ark /'nuiwak, Brit 'njuiwak/ : U.S. city. New Jersey 
New Bruns-wick /'brAnz,wik/ : province of Canada 
New-cas-tle /'nu:,kaes3l, Brit 'nju:,ka:s3l/ : city in England 
New England : region in the U.S. including the states of 
Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Is¬ 
land, and Connecticut — New En-gland-er Anuihqgbnda-, 
Brit ,nju:'iggbnd3/ noun 

New-found-land /■nuifandbnd, ,nu:f3nd'laend, Brit 
■njuifandbnd/ : island of Canada in the Atlantic Ocean 

— New-found-land-er /‘nuifandbndas Brit 'njuifandbnda 1 / 
noun 

Newfoundland and Labrador : province of Canada 
New Guinea : island divided between Indonesia and Papua 
New Guinea — New Guinean adj or noun 
New Hamp-shire /'hasmpj^/ : state of the U.S. - New 
Hamp-shlre-man /'haempja-man/ noun - New Hamp- 
shir-lte /'hasmpja^ait/ noun 
New Ha-ven /■heivan/ : U.S. city, Connecticut 
New Jersey : state of the U.S. - New Jer-sey-an 
/'cte^zijan/ noun — New Jer-sey-ite /'cte^zihait/ noun 
New Mexico : state of the U.S. - New Mexican adj or noun 
New Or-leans /,nu:'oa‘bnz, Brit ,nju:'3:bnz/ : U.S. city, Lou¬ 
isiana — New Or-lea-nian Anuiwoyiiinjgn, Brit 
,njuw:o'li:nj3n/ noun 

New-port News Anu^poy'nuiz, Brit ^ju^poit'njuiz/ : U.S. 
city, Virginia 

New World — the New World : land of the Western Hemi¬ 
sphere 
New York 

1 : state of the U.S. 

2 or New York City : U.S. city, in the state of New York 

— New York-er /'jo^ka-/ noun 

New Zea-land /'zi:bnd/ : island country in the Pacific 
Ocean — New Zea-land-er /'ziibnda 1 / noun 
Nl-ag-a-ra Falls /nai'aegra/ : waterfalls on the border of the 
U.S. and Canada 

Ni-caea /nai'sija/ : city in ancient Bithynia — Ni-cae-an 
/nai'sijsn/ adj or noun — Ni-cene /'nai,si:n/ adj 
Ni-ca-ra-gua Amka'rcugwa/ : country in Central America 

— Ni-ca-ra-guan Amka'raigwan/ adj or noun 
Ni-ger /'naicteas ni'sea 1 / 

1 : country in Africa 

2 the Niger River also the Niger : river in Africa 

— Nl-ger-ien Ana^cfeiri'en/ adj or noun — Ni-ger-ois 
/,ni: 3 »'wa:/ noun 

Ni-ge-ria /nai'tfeirijb/ : country in Africa — Ni-ge-ri-an 
/nai'cfeirijan/ acjj or noun 

Nile /'najal/ — the Nile River also the Nile : river in Africa 
Nit-ta-ny Valley /'nitani/: valley in the U.S., in Pennsylvania 
Nizh-niy Nov-go-rod /'nijni'naivga^aid/ : city in Russia 
Nor-folk /'noafek/ : U.S. city, Virginia 
Nor-man /'no^man/ : U.S. city, Oklahoma 
North America : continent of the Western Hemisphere 

— North American adj or noun 

North Car-o-li-na Akera'laina/ : state of the U.S. — North 
Car-o-lin-ian Akera'lmbn/ adj or noun 
North Da-ko-ta /da'kouta/ : state of the U.S. — North Da- 
ko-tan /ds'koutii/ adj or noun 

Northern Hemisphere -the Northern Hemisphere 

: half of the Earth north of the equator 
Northern Ireland : part of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland 

Northern Mar-i-ana Islands Ameri'a^na/ - the Northern 
Mariana Islands : islands of the U.S., in the Pacific Ocean 
North Korea see korea - North Korean adj or noun 
North Las Vegas : U.S. city, Nevada 
North Pole — the North Pole : the most northern point on 
Earth 

North Sea — the North Sea : part of the Atlantic Ocean 
North Slope — the North Slope : region of the U.S., in 
Alaska 

North-um-bria /no^'BAinbrija/ : country in ancient Great 
Britain — North-um-bri-an /noy0Ambrij3n/ adj or noun 
Northwest Passage - the Northwest Passage : sea 
route between the Atlantic Ocean and the Pacific Ocean 
along the northern coast of America 
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Northwest Territories -the Northwest Territories 

: territory of Canada 

Nor-walk /'noa^waik/ : U.S. city, California 
Nor-way /'noa^wei/ : country in Europe — Nor-we-glan 
/noaAviicfcan/ adj or noun 

No-va Sco-tla Anouva'skouJV : province of Canada — No¬ 
va Sco-tlan Anouvs'skoujsn/ adj or noun 
No-vo-si-blrsk / l nouvous3 , bia , sk/ : city in Russia 
Nu-bia /'nu:bij3, Brit 'njuibijs/ : region in Egypt and Sudan 

— Nu-bi-an /'nuibusn, Brit 'njuibysn/ adj or noun 
Null-ar-bor Plain /'nAls.boa-/ - the Nullarbor Plain : ar¬ 
ea with no trees in Australia 

Nu-mid-ia /nu'raidys, Brit nju'midys/ : country in ancient 
Africa — Nu-mid-l-an /nu'nudysn, Brit njuhmdijsn/ adj or 
noun 

Nu-na-vut / l nu:n3,vu:t/ : territory of Canada 
Oa-hu /ou'a:hu/ : island of the U.S., in Hawaii 
Oak-land /'ouklsnd/ : U.S. city, California 
Oak-vllle / , ouk,vil/ : town in Ontario, Canada 
Ob Ai:b/ — the Ob River also the Ob : river in Russia 
Oce-a-nia Aouji'senys/ : lands of the central and southern 
Pacific Ocean — Oce-a-nl-an Aouji'aenijsn/ adj or noun 
Ocean-side /'ouj3n,said/ : U.S. city, California 
Odes-sa /ou'dess/ : city in Ukraine 
Ohio /ou'hajou/ 

1 : state of the U.S. 

2 the Ohio River also the Ohio : river in the U.S. 

— Ohio-an /ou'hajowsn/ adj or noun 
Okee-cho-bee, Lake Aouks'tfoubi/ : lake in the U.S., in 

Florida 

Oke-fe-no-kee Aouksfs'nouki/ - the Okefenokee 
Swamp also the Okefenokee : swamp in the U.S., in 
Georgia and Florida 

Okhotsk, Sea of /ou'kaitsk/ - the Sea of Okhotsk : part 
of the Pacific Ocean 

Oki-na-wa Aouks'naiws/ : Japanese islands in the Pacific 
Ocean — Oki-na-wan Aouks'ncuwdn/ adj or noun 
Okla-ho-ma Aoukls'houms/ 

1 : state of the U.S. 

2 Oklahoma City : U.S. city, Oklahoma 

— Okla-ho-man Aoukls'houmsn/ adj or noun 
Ola-the /ou'leiGs/ : U.S. city, Kansas 

Ol-du-vai Gorge /'ould3,vai/ : deep narrow area in Tanza¬ 
nia 

Old World — the Old World : half of the Earth east of the 
Atlantic Ocean 

Olym-pus or Mount Olympus /s'hmpss/ : mountains in 
Greece 

Oma-ha /'corns,ha:/ : U.S. city, Nebraska 
Oman /ou'ma:n/ 

1 : country in Asia 

2 the Gulf of Oman : part of the Arabian Sea 

— Omani /oo'maini/ adj or noun 
Omsk /'a:msk/ : city in Russia 
On-tar-io /an'tery,ou/ 

1 : province of Canada 

2 : U.S. city, California 

3 Lake Ontario : lake in the U.S. and Canada 

— On-tar-i-an /an'terijsn/ adj or noun 
Or-ange /'anncfe, 'onncfe/ 

1 : U.S. city, California 

2 the Orange River also the Orange : river in Africa 
Or-e-gon /'ongsn/ 

1 : state of the U.S. 

2 the Oregon Trail : route in the U.S. from Missouri to 
Washington used by pioneers 

— Or-e-go-nian Aon'goonjsn/ adj or noun 

Ori-no-co /,ori'nookoo/ - the Orinoco River also the 
Orinoco : river in Venezuela 
Or-lan-do /or'lEendoo/ : U.S. city, Florida 
Osa-ka /oo'sa:ka/ : city in Japan 
Osh-a-wa /'a:j3,w3/ : city in Ontario, Canada 
Ot-ta-wa /'a:t3,w3/ : city in Ontario, Canada 
Ot-to-man Empire /'aitsman/ - the Ottoman Empire 
: former Turkish empire in Europe, Asia, and Africa 
Over-land Park /'oovaJsnd/ : U.S. city, Kansas 
Ow-ens-boro / l ow3nz,ba>rou/ : U.S. city, Kentucky 
Ox-nard / , a:ks,naa , d/ : U.S. city, California 
Ozark /'oo,zaa4c/ - the Ozark Plateau or the Ozark 


Mountains or the Ozarks : mountains in the U.S., in Ar¬ 
kansas — Ozark-er /'oOiZaa'ka*/ noun — Ozark-lan /oo'zaa^- 
kysn/ adj or noun 
Pa-clf-lc /ps'sifik/ 

1 the Pacific Ocean also the Pacific : ocean separating 
North America and South America from Asia and Australia 

2 the Pacific Northwest : region of the U.S. 

3 the Pacific Rim : countries in or around the Pacific 
Ocean 

— Pacific adj 

Pa-dre Island /'pa:dri/ : island of the U.S., part of the state 
of Texas, in the Gulf of Mexico 
Pa-kl-stan /'p£eki,staen/ : country in Asia — Pa-kl-stanl 
Apseki'stseni/ adj or noun 

Pa-lau /ps'lao/ : island country in the Pacific Ocean — Pa- 
lau-an /ps'lawsn/ noun 

Pa-lem-bang Apailsm'baig/ : city in Indonesia 
Pal-es-tlne /'pEels,stain/ : region of ancient Asia — Pal-es- 
tin-ian ApEels'stinjsn/ adj or noun 
Pal-l-sades ApEels'seidz/ — the Palisades : cliffs in the 
U.S., in New York and New Jersey 
Palm-dale /'pa:m,deil/ : U.S. city, California 
Pal-o-mar Mountain /'paels.maay or Mount Palomar 
: mountain in the U.S., in California 
Pan-a-ma /'peens.ma:/ 

1 : country in Central America 

2 the Isthmus of Panama : strip of land connecting 
North America and South America 

3 Panama Canal Zone see canal zone 

— Pan-a-ma-ni-an ApEens'meinysn/ adj or noun 
Pan-mun-jom Apa^mon'cfeAm/ : village on the border be¬ 
tween North Korea and South Korea 

Paph-la-go-nia ApEefls'goonijs/ : country in ancient Asia 
Minor 

Pa-pua New Guinea /'psepjsws/ : island country in the Pa¬ 
cific Ocean — Papua New Guinean adj or noun 
Par-a-guay /'per3,gwai/ 

1 : country in South America 

2 the Paraguay River aho the Paraguay : river in 
South America 

— Par-a-guay-an Apera'gwajan/ adj or noun 

Pa-ra-n5 /,para'na:/ — the Parand River : river in South 
America 

Par-is /'perss/ : city in France — Pa-rl-sian /p3'ri33n/ adj or 
noun 

Pas-a-de-na ApEess'diins/ 

1 : U.S. city, California 

2 : U.S. city, Texas 

Pat-a-go-nia ApEets'goonjs/ : region of South America 

— Pat-a-go-nian ApEets'goonjsn/ adj or noun 
Pat-er-son /'psetassn/ : U.S. city. New Jersey 
Pat-na /'pAtns/ : city in India 

Peace /'pi:s/ - the Peace River also the Peace : river in 
Canada 

Pearl Harbor : part of the Pacific Ocean on the U.S. coast of 
Oahu, in Hawaii 

Pe-cho-ra /pi'tfors/ - the Pechora River also the 
Pechora : river in Russia 
Peking see beuing 

Pel-o-pon-nese /'pelsps.niiz/ - the Peloponnese : part 
of Greece 

Pem-broke Pines /'pern,brook/ : U.S. city, Florida 
Penn-syl-va-nia ApcnssPveinjs/ : state of the U.S. — Penn- 
syl-va-nian Apenssl'vemjsn/ adj or noun 
Pe-nob-scot Bay /p3'na:b,ska:t/ : part of the Atlantic 
Ocean on the U.S. coast of Maine 
Pe-o-ria /pi'orijs/ 

1 : U.S. city, Illinois 

2 : U.S. town, Arizona 
Perm’ /'pam/ : city in Russia 

Per-sian Gulf /'pa^sn/ - the Persian Gulf : part of the 
Arabian Sea 

Pe-ru /ps'ru:/ : country in South America — Pe-ru-vi-an 
/ps'ruivijsn/ acjj or noun 
Pe-sha-war /ps'/aiwa*/ : city in Pakistan 
Pe-tra /'piitrs/ : city in ancient Arabia 
Phil-a-del-phia ^fils'delfjs/ : U.S. city, Pennsylvania — Phil- 
a-del-phian Afils'delfjsn/ adj or noun 
Phil-ip-pines /,fil3'pi:nz, 'fib,pi:nz/— the Philippines : is- 
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land country in Asia — Fil-i-pi-no Afila'pimou/ adj or noun 

- Phil-ip-pine /,fila'pi:n, 'fila,pi:n/ adj 

Phoe-ni-cia /fi'nijija/ : country in ancient Asia — Phoe¬ 
nician /fi'ni:Jan/ adj or noun 
Phoe-nix /*fi:mks/ : U.S. city, Arizona 
Pied-mont /'pi:d,ma:nt/ — the Piedmont : region of the 
U.S. — Pied-mon-tese /,pi’.dman'tiz/ adj or noun 
Pikes Peak /'parks/ : mountain in the U.S., in Colorado 
Pi-nel-las Peninsula /pai'nelas/ : part of the U.S., in Flori¬ 
da 

Pi •sa /*pi:za/ : city in Italy 

Pit-cairn Island /'pit,kea>n/ : British island in the Pacific 
Ocean — Pit-cairn-er /'pitikeaua/ noun 
Pitts-burgh /'pits.ba'g/ : U.S. city, Pennsylvania — Pitts- 
burgh-er /'pitsibaga 1 / noun 

Plac-id, Lake /'plsesad/ : lake in the U.S., in New York 
Pla-no /'pleinou/ : U.S. city, Texas 

Platte /'plset/ - the Platte River also the Platte : river in 
the U.S., in Nebraska 

Plym-outh Rock /'plimaG/ : historic location in the U.S., in 
Massachusetts 

Po-co-no /'pooka.nou/ - the Pocono Mountains also 
the Poconos : mountains in the U.S., in Pennsylvania 
Point Pe-lee /,point'pi:Ii/ : part of Canada, in Ontario on 
Lake Erie 

Po-land /'pouland/ : country in Europe — Pole /'pool/ noun 

- Pol-ish /'poulij/ adj 

Poly-ne-sia /,pa:la'ni 33 / : islands of the central and south¬ 
ern Pacific Ocean — Poly-ne-sian /,pa:la'ni 3 an /adj or noun 
Pom-er-a-nia /,pa:m 3 'reinija/ : region of Europe 
Po-mo-na /pa'mouna/ : U.S. city, California 
Pom-peii /pam'pei/ : city in ancient Italy — Pom-pe-ian 
/pam'pejan/ adj or noun 
Pon-ce /'pamsei/ : U.S. city, Puerto Rico 
Pont-char-train, Lake /'pamttja'itrein/ : lake in the U.S., in 
Louisiana 

Pon-ti-ac /'pa:nti, 2 ek/ : U.S. city, Michigan 
Port-land /'portland/ : U.S. city, Oregon — Port-land-er 
/'Portlands/ noun 

Por-to Ale-gre /,poa*uwa'leigri/ : city in Brazil 
Ports-mouth /'poa^tsmaG/ : U.S. city, Virginia 
Por-tu-gal /'poatfigal/ : country in Europe — Portu¬ 
guese /'poatf^giiz, ,poa-tfi'gi:z/ adj or noun 
Po-to-mac /pa'toumak/ - the Potomac River also the 
Potomac : river in the U.S. 

Prague /'pra:g/ : city in the Czech Republic 
Prairie Provinces - the Prairie Provinces : the prov¬ 
inces of Alberta, Manitoba, and Saskatchewan, in Canada 
Prince Ed-ward Island /'edwad/ : province of Canada 
Prov-i-dence /'prcnvadans/ : U.S. city, Rhode Island 
Pro-vo /'prouvou/ : U.S. city, Utah 

Prud-hoe Bay /'pru:dou/ : part of the Beaufort Sea near the 
U.S. coast of Alaska 

Prus-sia /'prAj'a/ : former kingdom in Europe — Prus-sian 
/'prAjan/ adj or noun 
Pueb-la /'pwebla/ : city in Mexico 
Pueb-lo /'pwcbloo, pju'eblou/ : U.S. city, Colorado 
Puer-to Ri-co ^poa'ta'riikou, ,pweatou'ri:kou/ : island of 
the U.S. — Puer-to Ri-can ApoMa'riikan, ,pwea*ou'ri:kan/ 
adj or noun 

Pu-get Sound /'pju:cbat/ : part of the Pacific Ocean 
Pu-ne /'puma/ : city in India 

Pu-san /'pu:,sa:n/ or Bu-san /'b'u:,sa:n/ : city in South Ko¬ 
rea 

Pyong-yang /'pja:ij, jseo/ : city in North Korea 
Pyr-e-nees /'pira,ni:z/ — the Pyrenees : mountains on the 
border of France and Spain 

Qa-tar /'ka:ta/ : country in Arabia — Qa-tari /ka'tari/ adj or 
noun 

Qing-dao /'tfiq'dao/ : city in China 
Qi-qi-har /'tfi'tfi'haa'/ : city in China 
Que-bec /kwi'bek/ 

1 : province of Canada 

2 : city in the province of Quebec, Canada 

- Que-bec-er or Que-beck-er /kwi'beka 1 / noun 
Queens /'kwirnz/ : part of the U.S. city of New York, in the 

state of New York 

Que-zon City /'kei,sa:n/ : city in the Philippines 


Qui-to /'ki:too/ : city in Ecuador 

Rai-nier, Mount /ra'nia 1 / : mountain in the U.S., in Washing¬ 
ton 

Ra-leigh /'ra:li/ : U.S. city. North Carolina 

Ran-cho Cu-ca-mon-ga /'rantfou^uika'mAijga/ : U.S. 

city, California 
Rangoon see yangon 
Rasht /'rsejt/ : city in Iran 
Ra-wal-pin-di /,ra:wal'pindi/ : city in Pakistan 
Re-ci-fe /ra'siifi/ : city in Brazil 
Red /'red/ 

1 the Red River : river in the U.S. 

2 the Red Sea : sea between Arabia and Africa 
Re-gi-na /ri'cfeaina/ : city in Saskatchewan, Canada 
Re-no /'rirnou/ : U.S. city, Nevada 

Re-union /ri'jumjan/ : French island in the Indian Ocean 
Rhae-tia /'ri:Jija/ : ancient Roman province in Europe 
Rhine /'rain/ - the Rhine River also the Rhine : river in 
Europe — Rhen-ish /'rcmj/ adj 
Rhine-land /'rain.lsend/ — the Rhineland : region of Ger¬ 
many — Rhine-land-er /'rainihenda 1 / noun 
Rhode ls-land /roud'ailand/ : state of the U.S. — Rhode Is- 
land-er /roud'ailanda 1 / noun 
Rhodes /'roudz/ : island of Greece in the Aegean Sea 
Rhodesia see Zimbabwe - Rho-de-sian /rou'di: 3 an/ adj or 
noun 

Ri-al-to /ri'seltou/ : U.S. city, California 
Rich-ard-son /'ntfadsan/ : U.S. city, Texas 
Rich-mond /'ritfmand/ 

1 : U.S. city, Virginia 

2 : city in Biitish Columbia, Canada 
Richmond Hill : town in Ontario, Canada 

Ri-deau Canal /n'doo/ - the Rideau Canal : canal sys¬ 
tem in Ontario, Canada 

Rio de Ja-nei-ro /'rijou,dei 3 a'nerou/ or informally Rio 
: city in Brazil 

Rio Grande /.rijou'grcend/ — the Rio Grande : river in 
North America 

Riv-er-side /'riva^said/ : U.S. city, California 
Riv-i-era /,rivi'era/ — the Riviera : coast region in France 
and Italy 

Ri-yadh /ri'ja:d/ : city in Saudi Arabia 
Rob-son, Mount /'ra:bsan/ : mountain in British Columbia, 
Canada 

Roch-es-ter /'raitfasta/ : U.S. city. New York 
Rock-ford /'ra:kfa i d/ : U.S. city, Illinois 
Rocky Mountains /'ra:ki/ - the Rocky Mountains also 
the Rock-ies /'ra:kiz/ : mountains in North America 
Ro-ma-nia /rou'meinija/ : country in Europe — Rouma¬ 
nian /rou'meinijan/ adj or noun 
Rome /'room/ : city in Italy — Ro-man /'rooman/ adj or 
noun 

Ros-tov—on—Don /ri'sta:f,a:n'da:n/ : city in Russia 
Rush-more, Mount /'rAj,mo3'/ : mountain in the U.S., in 
South Dakota 
Rus-sia /'rAja/ 

1 : UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS 

2 : country in Europe and Asia 
— Rus-sian /'rAjan/ acjj or noun 

Ru-the-nia /ru'9i:nja/ : region of Ukraine — Ru-the-nian 
/ru'Gimjan/ adj or noun 

Rwan-da /ru'amda/ : country in Africa — Rwan-dan 
/ru'amdan/ adj or noun 

Ryu-kyu Islands /ri'ju:kju/ : Japanese islands in the Pacific 
Ocean — Ryu-kyu-an /ri'ju:kjuwan/ adj or noun 
Saan-ich /'ssmtf/ : city in British Columbia, Canada 
Sac-ra-men-to /,s 2 ekra'mentou/ : U.S. city, California 
Sag-i-naw Bay /'sseganou/ : part of Lake Huron near the 
U.S. state of Michigan 

Sag-ue-nay /'s 2 ega,nei/ : city in Quebec, Canada 
Sa-ha-ra /sa'hera/ — the Sahara : desert in Africa — Sa-ha- 
ran /sa'heran/ adj 

Sa-hel /'ssehil/ — the Sahel : southern part of the Sahara 
Saigon see ho chi minh city 

Saint Bar-the-le-my /^senbaMeila'mi:/ or informally Saint 
Bart’s /,seint'baa*ts/ : French island in the West Indies 
Saint Cath-a-rines /'kseGranz/ : city in Ontario, Canada 
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Saint Clair, Lake /'Idea-/ : lake in the U.S. state of Michigan 
and Ontario, Canada 

Saint Croix /'kroi/ : island of the Virgin Islands of the U.S. 
Saint Eu-sta-ti-us /ju'steijas/ or informally Statia /'steiJW 
: Dutch island in the West Indies 
Saint He-le-na Asemta'liins/ : British island in the Atlantic 
Ocean 

Saint Hel-ens, Mount /'hclanz/ : volcano in the U.S., in 
Washington 

Saint—Jean, Lake /,semt' 3 a:n/ : lake in Quebec, Canada 
Saint John’s /'cfea:nz/ : city in Newfoundland and Labra¬ 
dor, Canada 

Saint Kitts and Nevis /semt'kitsa'niivas/ : island country 
in the West Indies — Kit-ti-tian /ka'tijan/ adj or noun — Ne- 
vis-ian /ns'visan/ adj or noun 

Saint Law-rence /Morans/ 

1 the Saint Lawrence River aho the Saint Lawrence 

: river in Ontario and Quebec, Canada, bordering on the 
U.S. state of New York 

2 the Saint Lawrence Seaway : shipping route in Cana¬ 
da and the U.S. 

Saint Lou-is /Muwas/ : U.S. city, Missouri — Saint Lou-i- 
san /Muwasan/ noun 

Saint Lu-cia /Mu:Ja/ : island country in the West Indies 

— Saint Lu-cian /'luijan/ adj or noun 
Saint Paul /'pa:!/ : U.S. city, Minnesota 
Saint Pe-ters-burg /'pi:t^z,bag/ 

1 : U.S. city, Florida 

2 : city in Russia 

Saint-Pierre and Miquelon /semt'pirand'mikajcun/ 
: French islands in the Atlantic Ocean 
Saint Si-mons Island /'sai'm'anz/ : island of the U.S., near 
Georgia in the Atlantic Ocean 

Saint Thom-as /'tcumss/ : U.S. island, in the Virgin Islands 
Saint Vin-cent and the Gren-a-dines /semt'vmsant- 
3nd53,gren3'di:nz/ : island country in the West Indies 
Sai-pan /sai'pzen/ : island in the U.S., in the Northern Mari¬ 
ana Islands 

Sa-kha-lin /'szek3,li:n/ : Russian island in the Pacific Ocean 
Sa-lem /'seilam/ : U.S. city, Oregon 
Sa-li-nas /sa'li-.nas/ : U.S. city, California 
Salt Lake City : U.S. city, Utah 

Sal-ton Sea /'sa:ltp/ — the Salton Sea : salt lake in the 
U.S., in California 

Sal-va-dor / l s2elv3,doav': city in Brazil 
Sal-ween /'szel,wi:n/ - the Salween River also the Sal¬ 
ween : river in Asia 
Sa-ma-ra /sa'mara/ : city in Russia 

Sam-ni-um /'szemnijam/ : country in ancient Italy — Sam- 
nite /'szem,nait/ adj or noun 
Sa-moa /sa'mowa/ 

1 : islands in the Pacific Ocean 

2 : island country in the Pacific Ocean 

— Sa-mo-an /sa'mowan/ adj or noun 

Sa-mos /'sei,ma:s/ : Greek island in the Aegean Sea — Sa- 
ml-an /'seimijan/ adj or noun 

San An-dre-as Fault /,szenzen'drejas/ — the San An¬ 
dreas Fault aho the San Andreas : part of the Earth 
where earthquakes occur in the U.S., in California 
San An-to-nio /^zenan'toun^ou/ : U.S. city, Texas 
San Ber-nar-di-no /^ze^bama'diinou/ : U.S. city, Califor¬ 
nia 

San Buenaventura see ventura 

San Di-e-go /.szendi'eigou/ : U.S. city, California — San Di- 
e-gan /,szendi'eigan/ adj or noun 
San Fer-nan-do Valley /^zenf^'nzendou/ : valley in the 
U.S., in California 

San Fran-cis-co /,szenfran'siskou/ 

1 : U.S. city, California 

2 San Francisco Bay : part of the Pacific Ocean 

— San Fran-cis-can /,szenfran'siskan/ adj or noun 
San Jo-se /,szenhou'zei/ : U.S. city, California 
San Juan /szenHvcr.n/ : U.S. city, Puerto Rico 

San Ma-ri-no /^zenma'rirnou/ : country in Europe — Sam- 
mar-i-nese /,szem,mera'ni:z/ noun — San Mar-i-nese 
/^zenjinera'niiz/ adj or noun 
San Ma-teo /,szenma'tejou/ : U.S. city, California 
San-ta Ana /,szenta'zena/ : U.S. city, California 


San-ta Bar-ba-ra /^zenta'baa'bra/ : U.S. city, California 
San-ta Clara /,szenta'klera/ : U.S. city, California 
San-ta Cla-ri-ta /,szentakla'ri:ta/ : U.S. city, California 

San-ta Fe Trail /.szenta'fei/ - the Santa Fe Trail : route 
in the U.S. from Missouri to New Mexico used by pioneers 
and traders in the 1800s 

San-ta Ro-sa /,szenta'rouza/ : U.S. city, California 
San-to Do-min-go /,szentada'mir)gou/ : city in the Domini¬ 
can Republic 

Sao Pau-lo /,saun'paulu/ : city in Brazil 
Sao To-me and Prin-ci-pe /^aunta'mejand'pnnsapi/ 
: country in Africa 

Sap-po-ro /'sa:poo,rou/ : city in Japan 
Sar-din-ia /saa-'dinija/ : Italian island in the Mediterranean 
Sea — Sar-din-ian /saa^dmijan/ adj or noun 
Sas-katch-e-wan /sa'skzetfawan/ : province of Canada 
Sas-ka-toon /,szeska'tu:n/ : city in Saskatchewan, Canada 
Sau-di Arabia /'saudi/ : country on the Arabian Peninsula 

— Saudi adj or noun — Saudi Arabian adj or noun 
Sault Sainte Ma-rie Canals / l su: l semtma , ri:/ - the Sault 

Sainte Marie Canals also the Soo Canals Au/: canals 
connecting Lake Superior and Lake Huron 
Sa-van-nah /sa'vzena/ : U.S. city, Georgia 
Sa-voy /sa'voi/ : region of France — Sa-voy-ard /sa'voi- 
,aa<;1/ adj or noun 

Sax-o-ny /'szeksani/ : region of Germany — Sax-on Azek- 
san/ adj or noun 

Scan-di-na-via /,skzenda'nervija/ 

1 : part of Europe 

2 : the countries of Denmark, Norway, Sweden, and some¬ 
times also Iceland and Finland 

— Scan-di-na-vian /,skzenda'neivijan/ adj or noun 
Scot-land /*ska:tland / or Latin Cal-e-do-nia/,kzela'dcKjnja/ 

: part of the United Kingdom — Scot /'skcr.t/ noun 

— Scotch /'skaitf/ adj - Scots /'ska:ts/ adj - Scot-tish 
/‘skaitiJV adj 

Scotts-dale /'skaitsjdeil/: U.S. city, Arizona 
Scyth-ia /'siGija/ : area of ancient Europe and Asia — Scyth- 
i-an /'siGijan/ adj or noun 

Se-at-tle /si'zetl/ : U.S. city, Washington — Se-at-tle-ite 
/si'zetj'ait/ noun 

Seine /'sem, 'sen/ - the Seine River aho the Seine : riv¬ 
er in France 

Se-ma-rang /sa'maa^ccQ/ : city in Indonesia 
Sen-dai /,sen'dai/ : city in Japan 
Sen-e-gal /.senPga:!/ 

1 : country in Africa 

2 the Senegal River also the Senegal : river in Africa 

— Sen-e-ga-lese /,scmg3Mi:z/ adj or noun 
Seoul /'soul/ : city in South Korea 

Ser-bia /'sa'bija/ : country in Europe — Ser-bi-an /'sa'bijan/ 
adj or noun 

Ser-en-ge-ti Plain /.seran'gcti/ - the Serengeti Plain 

: area in Tanzania 

Sew-ard Peninsula /'su:wa<l/ - the Seward Peninsula 

: part of the U.S., in Alaska 

Sey-chelles /sei'/elz/ : island country in the Indian Ocean 

— Sey-chel-lois /^eiJalSva:/ noun 
Shang-hai /Jzeq'hai/ : city in China 

Shatt al Ar-ab /Jzetzel'erab/ — the Shatt al Arab : river in 
Iraq 

Shen-an-do-ah Valley / Jenan'dowa/ - the Shenandoah 
Valley : valley in the U.S., between the Allegheney and Blue 
Ridge mountains 

Shen-yang /'jAn'ja:!)/ : city in China 
Sher-brooke /'Ja^bruk/ : city in Quebec, Canada 
Shet-land /'Jetland/ - the Shetland Islands aho the 
Shetlands : islands of Scotland 
Shi-jia-zhuang /'Jiycfejcn'cfcwaiQ/ : city in China 
Shi-ko-ku /Ji'kouku/ : island of Japan 
Shreve-port /'Jri:v,po^t/ : U.S. city, Louisiana 
Siam see Thailand 

Si-be-ria /sai'birija/ : region of Russia — Si-be-ri-an 
/sai'birijan/ adj or noun 

Sic-i-ly /'sisali/ : island of Italy — Si-cil-ian /ss'siljan/ adj or 
noun 

Si-er-ra Le-one /si,er3li'oun/ : country in Africa — Si-er- 
ra Le-on-ean /sijerali'oonijan/ adj or noun 
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Sler-ra Ne-va-da /sl.erana'vteda, si,era'va:da/ — the Sierra 
Nevada : mountain range in the U.S., in California and Ne¬ 
vada 

Slk-klm /'sikam/: former country in Asia; now part of India 
SMe-ala /sai'li: 3 ija/ : region of Europe — Sl-le-slan 
/sai'li; 3 ijan/ adj or noun 

Silicon Valley : region of the U.S., in California 
Silk Road or Silk Route - the Silk Road or the Silk 
Route : ancient trade route from China to the Mediterra¬ 
nean Sea 

Sl-ml Valley/si'mi;/: U.S. city, California 
Sl-nal /'sai.nai/ - the Sinai Penin8ula also the Sinai 
: land between the Red Sea and the Mediterranean Sea 
Sln-ga-pore /'sig3,poa/ : island country in Asia — Sln-ga- 
por-ean Aina,porijan/ adj or noun 
SiOUX Falls Au:/ : U.S. city, South Dakota 
Sla-vo-nla /sla'vounija/ : region of Croatia — Sla-vo-nl-an 
/sla'vounijan/ adj or noun 

Slo-va-kla /slou'va:kija/ : country in Europe — Slo-va-kl- 
an /slou'va:kijan/ adj or noun 

Slo-ve-nla /slouVinija/ : country in Europe — Slo-ve-nlan 
/slou'vinijan/ adj or noun 

Snake /'snetk/ - the Snake River also the Snake : river 
in the U.S. 

Sod-om /'sa:dam/ : city in ancient Asia 
So-fla /'soofija/ : city in Bulgaria 

Sol-o-mon Andaman/ - the Solomon Islands also the 
Solomons : country in the Pacific Ocean 
So-ma-lla /sou'madija/ : country in Africa — So-ma-ll 
/sou'madi/ noun — So-ms-ll-an /sou'madian/ adj or noun 
So-nor-an Desert /sa'noran / -the Sonoran Desert 
: desert in the U.S. and Mexico 
Soo Canala see sault sainte marie 
South Africa - the Republic of South Africa or South 
Africa : country in Africa — South African adj or noun 
South America : continent of the Western Hemisphere 
- South American adj or noun 
South Bend /'bend/ : U.S. city, Indiana 
South Car-o-ll-na /,kera'lama/ : state of the U.S. - South 
Car-o-lln-l-an /,kera'linijan/ adj or noun 
South Da-ko-ta /da'kouta/ : state of the U.S. - South Da- 
ko-tan /da'kouta/ adj or noun 

Southern Hemisphere - the Southern Hemisphere 

: half of the Earth south of the equator 

Southern Ocean - the Southern Ocean : ocean areas 
surrounding Antarctica 

South Korea see Korea - South Korean adj or noun 
South Pole — the South Pole : the most southern point 
on Earth 

South Seas - the South Seas : areas of the Atlantic, In¬ 
dian, and Pacific oceans in the Southern Hemisphere 
Soviet Union see union of soviet socialist republics 
So-we-to /sou'weitou/ : area in South Africa - So-wa-tan 
/sou'weitn/ noun 

Spain Apein/ : country in Europe - Span-lard /'sptenj»d/ 
noun - Span-lsh /'sptenijy adj or noun 
Spanish America : the countries of America where people 
speak Spanish 

Spar-ta /'spaata/ : city in ancient Greece 
Spo-kane /spou'ksen/ : U.S. city, Washington 
Spring-field Apnn,fi:ld/ 

1 : U.S. city, Illinois 

2 : U.S. city, Massachusetts 

3 : U.S. city, Missouri 

Sri Lan-ka /,sri:'la:i]ka/ : country in the Indian Ocean, con¬ 
sisting of the island of Ceylon - Sri Lan-kan / l sri: , la:qkan/ 
adj or noun 

Srp-ska, Re-pu-bll-ka /'sapska, re'pu;blika/ : region of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Stam-ford Atsemfad/ : U.S. city, Connecticut 
Stat-en Island /'sUeto/ : part of the U.S. city of New York, 
in the state of New York 
statla see SAINT EUSTATIUS 
Ster-llng Heights Atahn/ : U.S. city, Michigan 
Stock-holm /'stark,houlm/ : city in Sweden 
Stock-ton /'sta:ktan/ : U.S. city, California 
Stone-henge Atoun,hencfe/; a group of very large stones in 
England arranged by people in prehistoric times 


Styr-la /'stlrija/ : region of Austria 

Su-dan /su'dsen/ : country in Africa — Su-da-nesa 
/■su;da'ni;z/ adj or noun 

Sud-bury, Greater /'sAd,beri/ : city in Ontario, Canada 
Su-ez Canal /su'ez/ - the Suez Canal: canal connecting 
the Red Sea with the Mediterranean Sea 
Su-ma-tra /su'ma:tra/ : island of Indonesia - Su-ma-tran 
/su'ma:tran/ adj or noun 

Su-mer /'su:ma/ : part of ancient Babylonia - Su-me-rl-an 
/su'merijan/ adj or noun 

Sun-belt / , sAn,belt/ — the Sunbelt : region of the southern 
and southwestern U.S. 

Sun-ny-vale /'sAni.veil/ : U.S. city, California 
Su-pe-rl-or, Lake /su'pirija/ : lake in the U.S. and Canada 
Su-ra-ba-ya /,sara'baja/ : city in Indonesia 
Su-rat /'surat/ : city in India 

Su-rl-na-me /,sura'na:ma/ : country in South America 

- Su-rl-nam-er /'sura.narma/ noun - Su-rl-nam-ese 
/,surana'mi:z/ adj or noun 

Sur-rey Anri/ : city in British Columbia, Canada 
Su-wan-nee /sa'waml/ - the Suwannee River also the 
Suwannee : river in the U.S., in Georgia and Florida 
Swa-zl-land Awa-.zi,ltend/ : country in Africa -Swa-Zl 
Awa:zi/ adj or noun 

Swe-den /'swi:dn/ : country in Europe - Swede /'swi;d/ 
noun - Swed-lsh /'swi:dij/ adj 
Swlt-zer-land /'switsaiand/ : country in Europe - Swiss 
/'swis/ adj or noun 
Syd-ney /'sidnl/ : city in Australia 
Syr-a-cuse /'slra,kju:s/ : U.S. city, New York 
Syr Dar’-ya /siaMaaja/ - the Syr Dar’ya : river in Tajiki¬ 
stan and Kazakhstan 

Syr-la Airija/ : country in Asia - Syr-l-an /‘sirijan/ adj or 
noun 

Ta-co-ma /ta'kouma/ : U.S. city, Washington 
Tae-gu Aeigu/ or Dae-gu /'deigu/ : city in South Korea 
Tae-Jon /'tei'dsAn/ or Dae-Jeon /'dei'djArv/ : city in South 
Korea 

TS-hl-tl /ta'hi:ti/ ; French island in the Pacific Ocean 
Tbhoe, Lake : lake in the U.S., between California and Ne¬ 
vada 

Tal-bel /'tai'pei, 'bei/ or Tal-pel : city in Taiwan, China 
Tal-wan /'tai'wa:n/ ; Chinese island off the coast of Asia 

- Tal-wan-ese /,taiwa'ni:z/ adj or noun 
Tal-yu-an /'tai'jwcn/ : city in China 
Tal-zhong /'tai'tfeuq/ : city in Taiwan, China 
Ta-jlk-l-Stan /ta,cfeiki‘stcen/ : country in Asia -Ta-jlk 

/ta,<feik/ noun 

Tal-la-has-see /.tsela'htesl/ : U.S. city, Florida 
Tam-pa /'ttempa/ 

1 ; U.S. city, Florida 

2 Tampa Bay : part of the Gulf of Mexico 
Tan-gan-yl-ka /,ttenga'nji:ka/ : former country in Africa 
Tang-shan /'daig'/ain/ : city in China 

Tan-za-nla /,taenza'nija/ : country in Africa — Tan-za-nl-an 
/,teenza'nijan/ adj or noun 

Tap-pan Zee /.tsepan'zi:/ - the Tappan Zee : part of the 
Hudson River in the U.S. 

Tash-kent /tsej'kent/ : city in Uzbekistan 
Tias-ma-nla /tsez'memija/ ; island of Australia — Tas-ma- 
nlan /taez'memijan/ adj or noun 
Tbl-ll-Sl /ta'bidasl/ : city in the Republic of Georgia 
Teh-ran /,tei'ra;n, ,tei'rsen/ : city in Iran 
Tel Aviv /,tela'vi:v/ : city in Israel 
TBm-pe /tem'pl:/ : U.S. city, Arizona 
Ten-nea-see /,tena'si:/ : state of the U.S. - Ten-nes-se-an 
or Ten-nes-ses-an /,trna'si:jan/ adj or noun 
Terre-bonne /'tera,ba:n/ : town in Quebec, Canada 
Te-ton /'ti:,ta;n/ - the Teton Range also the Tetons 
: mountains in the U.S., in Wyoming 
Tex-as /'teksas/ : state of the U.S. — Tex-an /'teksan/ adj or 
noun 

Thal-land /'tai,lsend/ or formerly Sl-am /sai'aem/ 

1 : country in Asia 

2 the Gulf Of Thailand : part of the South China Sea bor¬ 
dered by Thailand, Cambodia, and Vietnam 

- Thai /'tai/ adj or noun 
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Thames /'temz/ - the Thames River also the Thames 

: river in England 
Tha-ne /'taina/ : town in India 
Thebes /'0i:bz/ 

1 : city in ancient Egypt 

2 : city in ancient Greece 

— The-ban /'Giiban/ adj or noun 
Thes-sa-ly /'Gesali/ : region of Greece 

Thomp-son /'tcnmpssn/ : river in British Columbia, Canada 
Thousand Oaks : U.S. city, California 
Thrace /'Greis/ : region in the Balkan Peninsula — Thra-clan 
/'Greijan/ adj or noun 
Thunder Bay : city in Ontario, Canada 
Thu-rln-gla /Gu'nncfeija/ : region of Germany 
Tian-jln /'tjen'cfcin/ : city in China 
Tian Shan /'tjen'Jain/ : mountains in Asia 
Ti-bet /ta'bet/ or Xl-zang /'Jiid'zaii)/ : region of China — Ti- 
bet-an /ta'betp/ adj or noun 

Tier-ra del Fue-go /ti'era^elfu'eigou/ : islands south of 
South America 

Tigris /'taigras/ - the Tigris River also the Tigris : river 
in Turkey and Iraq 

Ti-jua-na /ti'hwaina/ : city in Mexico on the U.S. border 
Tl-mor / l ti,moay : island divided between Indonesia and East 
Timor 

Ti-rol or Ty-rol /ts'roul, 'tai,roul/ - the Tirol or the Tyrol 

: region in Austria and Italy — Ti-ro-le-an /ta'roulijan/ or 
Tl-ro-lese /|tire'li:z/ adj or noun 
Tl-tl-ca-ca, Lake Atiti'kaika/ : lake between Bolivia and 
Peru 

Toa Baja /,towa'ba:ha/ : U.S. city, Puerto Rico 
To-go /'tougou/ : country in Africa — To-go-lese /.touga- 
'li:z/ adj or noun 

To-kyo /'totjki,otj/ : city in Japan — To-kyo-lte /'touki- 
,ou,ait/ noun 

To-le-do /ta'liidou/ : U.S. city, Ohio 

Ton-ga /'taiqga/ : island kingdom in the Pacific Ocean 

— Ton-gan /■tcr.ijgsn/ adj or noun 

Ton-kin, Gulf of /'taiqksn/ - the Gulf of Tonkin : part of 
the South China Sea east of Vietnam 
To-pe-ka /ta'piika/ : U.S. city, Kansas 
To-ron-to /ta'raintou/ : city in Ontario, Canada — To-ron- 
to-ni-an /ta,ra:n'tounijan/ adj or noun 
Tor-rance /'torans/ : U.S. city, California 
Tran-syl-va-nia Atraensal'veinja/ : region of Romania 

— Tran-syl-va-nian Atraensal'veinjan/ adj or noun 
Trin-i-dad and Tobago /'tnna^asdandta'beigou/ : island 

country in the West Indies — To-ba-go-ni-an /,touba- 
'gounijan/ noun — Trln-i-da-di-an /,tnna'deidijan/ adj or 
noun 

Trip-o-li /'tnpali/ : city in Libya 
Tri-po-li-ta-nia /tn,pa:la'teinja/ : region of Libya 
Trols—Ri-vleres Atwain'yjea 1 / : city in Quebec, Canada 
Troy /*troi/ : city in ancient Asia Minor 
Tuc-son /'tu,sa:n/ : U.S. city, Arizona 
Tul-sa /'tAlsa/ : U.S. city, Oklahoma — Tul-san /'tAlsan/ 
noun 

Tu-nl-sia /tu'ni: 3 ja/ : country in Africa — Tli-ni-sian 
/tu'ni: 3 jan/ adj or noun 

Tur-key /'taki/ : country in Asia and Europe — Turk /'tak/ 
noun — Turk-ish /'tekij/ adj 

Turk-men-i-stan /tak,mcna'st£en/: country in Asia — Turk¬ 
men /'takman/ adj or noun — Turk-me-ni-an /,tak- 
'minijan/ adj 

Turks and Cai-cos /,taksand'keikas/ : two groups of Brit¬ 
ish islands in the West Indies 

Tus-ca-ny /'tAskani/ : region of Italy — Tus-can /'tAskan/ 
adj or noun 

Tu-va-lu /tu'vculu/ : island country in the Pacific Ocean 
Tyre /'taja 1 / : city in ancient Phoenicia — Tyr-i-an /'tirijan/ 
adj or noun 

Tyrol see tirol -Ty-ro-le-an /ta'roulijan/ or Ty-ro-lese 

/,tira'li:z/ adj or noun 
Ufa /u'fa:/ : city in Russia 

Ugan-da /ju'gasnda/ : country in Africa — Ugan-dan 
/ju'gasndan/ adj or noun 

Ukraine /ju'krem/ : country in Europe — Ukrai-ni-an /ju- 
'kreinijan/ adj or noun 


Ul-san /'u:lsa:n/ : city in South Korea 
Ul-ster /'Alsta/ : region of Ireland — Ul-ster-ite /'Alsta,rait/ 
noun 

Un-gava Peninsula /.An'gaeva/ - the Ungava Peninsu¬ 
la : part of Quebec, Canada 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics or Soviet Union 
- the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics or the Sovi¬ 
et Union : former country of Europe and Asia 
United Arab Emirates -the United Arab Emirates 

: country in Arabia 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ire¬ 
land or United Kingdom - the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland or the United 
Kingdom : country in Europe 
United States of America or United States - the Unit¬ 
ed States of America or the United States : country 
in North America — American adj or noun 
Upper Peninsula - the Upper Peninsula : area in the 
U.S., in Michigan 
Ural /'jural/ 

1 the Ural Mountains also the Urals : mountains in 
Russia and Kazakhstan 

2 the Ural River also the Ural : river in Russia and Ka¬ 
zakhstan 

Uru-guay /'ure.gwai/ 

1 : country in South America 

2 the Uruguay River : river in South America 

— Uru-guay-an /jura'gwajan/ adj or noun 
Urtim-ql /u'rum'tfi/ : city in China 

Utah /'ju:,ta:/ : state of the U.S. — Utah-an /'ju^tain/ adj or 
noun — Utahn /*ju:,ta:n/ noun 
Uz-bek-i-stan Auzgbeki'stsen/ : country in Asia 
Va-do-da-ra /va'douda^cr./ : city in India 
Va-len-cia /va'lenfija/ : region of Spain 
Val-le-jo /vs'lejou/ : U.S. city, California 
Van-cou-ver /vasn'kuiva-/ 

1 : U.S. city, Washington 

2 : island in British Columbia, Canada 

3 : city in British Columbia, Canada 

Van-u-atu /.va^wcu'tu:/ : island country in the Pacific 
Ocean 

Va-ra-na-si /va'rainasi/ : city in India 
Vat-l-can City /'vastikan/ : independent state within Rome, 
Italy 

Vaughan /'va:n/: city in Ontario, Canada 
Vegas see las vegas 

Ven-e-zu-e-la Avena'zweita/ : country in South America 

— Ven-e-zu-e-lan /.vena'zweilan/ adj or noun 

Ven-ice /'venas/: city in Italy — Ve-ne-tian /va'niijan/ adj or 
noun 

Ven-tu-ra /ven'tura/ or officially San Buen-a-ven-tu-ra 

Asasn^wena^en'tura/ : U.S. city, California 
Ver-mont /va^maint/ : state of the U.S. -Ver-mont-er 
/vymaint 2 r/ noun 

Ve-su-vi-us or Mount Vesuvius /va'suivijas/ : volcano in 
Italy 

Vi-en-na /vi'ena/ : city in Austria — Vi-en-nese /,vija'ni:z/ 
adj or noun 

Vie-ques /vi'eikeis/ : island of the U.S., in Puerto Rico 
Viet-nam /vijat'naim/ : country in Asia — Viet-nam-ese 
/vijatna'miz/ adj or noun 

Vil-la Gus-ta-vo A. Ma-de-ro /'vijagu'stcrvoi^arma- 
'5eirou/ : city in Mexico 
Vir-gin-ia /vakfeinja/ 

1 : state of the U.S. 

2 Virginia Beach : U.S. city, Virginia 

— Vir-gin-ian /vakfeinjan/ adj or noun 

Vir-gin Islands - the Virgin Islands : group of British 
and U.S. islands in the West Indies 
Vi-sa-lla /vai'seilja/: U.S. city, California 
Voj-vo-di-na /'voiva,di:na/ : region of Serbia 
Vol-ga /'va:lga, 'voulga/ - the Volga River also the Volga 
: river in Russia 

Vol-go-grad /'va:lga,gra£d/ : city in Russia 
Wa-co /'weikou/ : U.S. city, Texas 

Wai-ki-ki /,waiki'ki:/ : section of the U.S. city of Honolulu, in 
Hawaii 

Wake Island /'weik/ : U. S. island in the Pacific Ocean 
Wal-den Pond /'waildsn/ : pond in the U.S., in Massachu- 
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setts 

Wales /'weilz/ : part of the United Kingdom — Welsh 
/‘welJV adj or noun 

Wal-lo-nia /wa'lounijs/ : region of Belgium 
War-ren /'worsn/ : U.S. city, Michigan 
War-saw /'wor,sa:/: city in Poland 
Wash-ing-ton /'wcn/irjtan-/ 

1 : state of the U.S. 

2 : city in the U.S. that has the same boundaries as the Dis¬ 
trict of Columbia 

— Wash-ing-to-nian ^wcr/ip'tounijan/ adj or noun 
Wa-ter*bury /'waita 1 , beri/ : U.S. city, Connecticut 
Wa-ter-loo /,wa:t9 p lu:/ : city in Ontario, Canada 

WeMand Canal /'weland/ - the Welland Canal : canal in 
Ontario, Canada, connecting Lake Erie with Lake Ontario 
West Bank — the West Bank : area of the Middle East 
West Co-vi-na /kou'viina/ : U.S. city, California 
Western Hemisphere -the Western Hemisphere 
: half of the Earth west of the Atlantic Ocean 
Western Sahara or the Western Sahara : area in Africa 

— Western Saharan adj 

West In-dies /'mdiz/ — the West Indies : islands between 
southeastern North America and northern South America 

— West Indian adj or noun 
West-min-ster /'west, mmsta/ : U.S. city, Colorado 
West-pha-lia /wcst'feilja/ : region of Germany — West- 

pha-lian /wcst'feiljan/ adj or noun 
West Valley City : U.S. city, Utah 

West Virginia : state of the U.S. - West Virginian adj or 

noun 

Whit-by /'witbi/ : town in Ontario, Canada 
Whit-ney, Mount /'witni/ : mountain in the U.S., in Califor¬ 
nia 

Wich-i-ta /'witf3,tu:/ 

1 : U.S. city, Kansas 

2 Wichita Falls : U.S. city, Texas 
Wil-liams-burg /'wiljsmZibag/ : U.S. city, Virginia 
Wind-sor /'winza/ : city in Ontario, Canada 
Win-ni-peg /'wins,peg/ : city in Manitoba, Canada — Win¬ 
nipeg-ger /'wins, pega/ noun 

Win-ni-pe-sau-kee, Lake /.winsps'saiki/ : lake in the U.S., 
in New Hampshire 

Win-ston—Sa-lem Awinstsn'seilsm/ : U.S. city. North Caro¬ 
lina 

Wis-con-sin /wi'skarnssn/ : state of the U.S. — Wis-con- 


sin-ite /wi'ska:ns3,nait/ noun 
Worces-ter /'wusW : U.S. city, Massachusetts 
Wu-han /'wu'ha.n/ : city in China 

Wy-o-ming /wai'oumiQ/ : state of the U.S. — Wy-o-ming- 
ite /wai'oomiij.ait/ noun 
Xi’-an /'J’ii'ain/ : city in China 
Xianggang see hong kong 
Xizang see tibet 

Yan-gon /,ja:rj'goun/ or formerly Ran-goon /rsen'guin/ 
: city in Myanmar 
Yangtze see chang 

Ye-ka-te-rin-burg /ji'kaet3r3n,ba , g/ : city in Russia 
Yel-low-stone National Park /'jelou, stoun/ : national 
park in the U.S., in Wyoming, Idaho, and Montana 
Ye-men /'jemsn/ : country in Arabia — Ye-me-ni /'jemsni/ 
adj or noun — Ye-men-ite / , jcm3,nait/ adj or noun 
Yen-i-sey /.jmi'sei/ - the Yenisey River also the Yeni- 
sey : river in Russia 
Ye-re-van /, jers'vain/: city in Armenia 
Yo-ko-ha-ma /, jookou*ha:ma/ : city in Japan 
Yon-kers /*ja:i)kaz/ : U.S. city, New York 
York /'joak/ : former city in Ontario, Canada 
Yo-sem-i-te Falls /jou'semsti/ : waterfall in the U.S., in Cal¬ 
ifornia 

Yu-ca-tan Peninsula /, juiks'tasn/- the Yucatan Penin¬ 
sula : part of Mexico and Central America 
Yu-go-sla-via /,ju:goo'sla:vij3/ : former country in Europe 
-Yu-go-slav /.juigou'slcuv/ or Yu-go-sla-vi-an 

/, jurgou'slaivijan/ adj or noun 
Yu-kon /'ju:,ka:n/ 

1 the Yukon River also the Yukon : river in the Yukon 
Territory and Alaska 

2 the Yukon Territory : territory of Canada 
Zaire see congo 1 

Zam-be-zi /zaem'bi:zi/ - the Zambezi River also the 
Zambezi : river in Africa 

Zam-bia /'zaembijs/ : country in Africa — Zam-bi-an 
/'zaembijan/ adj or noun 
Zan-zi-bar /'z£enz3,ba37 : island of Tanzania 
Zheng-zhou /'cteArj'cfcou/ : city in China 
Zi-bo /'dzA'bou/ : city in China 

Zim-ba-bwe /zim'baibwi/ or formerly Rho-de-sia 
/rou'di:33/ : country in Africa — Zim-ba-bwe-an 

/zim'baibwian/ adj or noun 

Zu-rich /'zunk/ : city in Switzerland — Zu-rich-er /'zunka^/ 
noun 
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This section provides a review of the main elements of English grammar. 


THE PARTS OF SPEECH 

This dictionary identifies the eight traditional parts of speech. We will look at each of them in turn. 


Nouns _ 

Nouns, the largest class of words in English (and 
in most languages), are the names of things, peo¬ 
ple, animals, places, qualities, actions, and ideas. 
A noun that refers to one of these is singular, 
while a noun that refers to more than one of these 
is plural. A noun is usually a single word, but not 
always: cake, shoes, school bus, and time and a half 
are all nouns. 

For learners of English, the most important fea¬ 
ture of a noun is whether it can be counted. A 
count noun is a noun that can be used after a or 
an or after a number (or another word that means 
“more than one”). Count nouns have both singu¬ 
lar and plural forms and can be used with both 
singular and plural verb forms. 

A letter for you is on the table. Letters for 
you arrive regularly. 

That man is his partner. The two men are 
partners in the business. 

One person came in at noon. A few people 
are going to be late. 

Can I use your cell phone ? Our cell phones 
aren’t working here. 

Sometimes the plural form of a count noun is the 
same as its singular form. 

I saw a deer in my yard yesterday. There are 
a lot of deer in the woods near my house. 

A noncount (or mass) noun refers to something 
that cannot be counted. Noncount nouns are nor¬ 
mally not used after the words a or an or after a 
number. They have only one form and are used 
with singular verb forms. 

They both speak Portuguese. 

The information was unclear. 

Her despair now seems even deeper. 


A few noncount nouns look like plurals but are 
used with the singular forms of verbs. 

Physics is what he likes best. 

The news that morning was good. 

Gerunds, which are nouns that are identical to the 
present participle (,-ing form) of a verb, are also 
noncount nouns. 

I enjoy swimming more than running. 

Her crying made me sad. 

Not all nouns fall into the categories count and 
noncount. Nouns which only ever refer to one 
thing are called singular nouns. 

Saturn is the sixth planet from the sun. 

We heard a terrible din in the alley. 

A plural noun refers to more than one person or 
thing, or sometimes to something that has two 
main parts. Plural nouns have only one form and 
are used with plural verb forms. 

Townspeople are invited to a forum on the 
project. 

These scissors are dull. 

Her gray pants were being cleaned. 

A particular noun can have any or all of these 
kinds of uses. 

[count] I’ve read that book several times, 
[noncount] Time seemed to stop when I saw 
him for the first time. 

[singular ] The time is 3:22. 

[ plural] Fuel costs three times as much as it 
did five years ago. 

Other categories that can be used to describe 
nouns include common nouns and proper nouns. 
A common noun refers to a person, place, or 
thing but is not the name of a particular person, 
place, or thing. Examples are animal, sunlight, and 
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happiness. A proper noun is the name of a particu¬ 
lar person, place, or thing, and it begins with a 
capital letter: Abraham Lincoln, Argentina, and 
World War I are all proper nouns. 

A collective noun is a noun that names a group 
of people or things. It is sometimes unclear wheth¬ 
er the verb for a collective noun should be singu¬ 
lar or plural. In the United States, such nouns as 
company, team, herd, public, and class, as well as 
the names of companies, teams, etc., are treated 
as singular, but in the United Kingdom they are 
often treated as plural. 

The jury has [=(Brit) have] been seated. 

The crowd was [=(jB rit) were] restless. 

The committee is [=C Brit) are] meeting now. 
The British royal family is [=(Brit) are] partly 
German. 

General Electric is [=(Brit) are] hoping for a 
contract with Kuwait. 

Though English lacks grammatical gender 
(masculine, feminine, and neuter categories for 
words), the actual sex of a person or animal is ev¬ 
ident in some nouns ( landlady, husband, bull, 
queen, etc.). Feminine gender is often shown by 
the endings -ess and -woman, and masculine gen¬ 
der is often shown by the ending -man. 


Pronouns _ 

A pronoun is a word that is used instead of a noun 
or noun phrase. Pronouns refer to either a noun 
that has already been mentioned or to a noun that 
does not need to be named specifically. 

The most common pronouns are the personal 
pronouns. These refer to the person or people 
speaking or writing ( first person ), the person or 
people being spoken to (secondperson), or other 
people or things (third person). Several of the per¬ 
sonal pronouns have singular and plural forms. 
Like nouns, personal pronouns can function as ei¬ 
ther the subject of a verb or the object of a verb 
or preposition. Most of the personal pronouns 
have different subject and object forms. 

as subject 



singular 

plural 

1st person 

I 

we 

2nd person 

you 

you 

3rd person 

he, she, it 

they 


as object 



singular 

plural 

1st person 

me 

us 

2nd person 

you 

you 

3rd person 

him, her, it 

them 

She likes him, but he loves her. 


/ sent them a wedding gift, and they thanked 
me. 

We were late, and the train left without us. 

/, me, you, he, she, him, her, his, we, and us can re¬ 
fer to people (most of these can also refer to ani¬ 
mals) but not to things. It can refer to animals or 
things. They and them can refer to people, ani¬ 
mals, or things. 

The interrogative pronouns —particularly what, 
which, who, whom, and whose —introduce ques¬ 
tions for which a noun is the answer. 

What are you taking? 

Which do you prefer? 

Who's at the door? 

For whom are you working? 

Whose is this? 

(The less common interrogative pronouns include 
whoever, whomever, whichever, and whatever.) In¬ 
terrogative pronouns are neither singular nor plu¬ 
ral. What, which, and whose may also be interroga¬ 
tive adjectives (see p. 1933). 

Possessive pronouns refer to things or people 
that belong to someone. The main possessive pro¬ 
nouns are mine, yours, his, hers, its, ours, and 
theirs. Possessive pronouns take the place of a 
possessive adjective (see p. 1933) plus a noun. 

It’s my book. = It’s mine. 

That’s his computer. = That’s his. 

This is our house. = This is ours. 

Which are your kids ? = Which are yours ? 

See Possession, p. 1948. 

The four demonstrative pronouns — this, that, 
these, and those —distinguish the person or thing 
being referred to from other people or things. This 
and these indicate people or things that are here, 
nearby, or in the present. That and those are used 
to indicate people or things that are not here, not 
nearby, or in the past or future. The demonstra¬ 
tive pronouns are identical to the demonstrative 
adjectives (see p. 1932). 

This situation is unfortunate. = This is unfor¬ 
tunate. 

Who thought of that idea? = Who thought of 
that ? 

These dancers will replace those dancers. 

= These will replace those. 

Relative pronouns introduce subordinate claus¬ 
es. (A subordinate clause is part of a sentence that 
includes a subject and verb but does not form a 
sentence by itself; see p. 1945.) The main relative 
pronouns are that, which, who, whom, what, and 
whose; others include whoever, whomever, whatev¬ 
er, and whichever. Relative pronouns are neither 
singular nor plural. 
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She liked the students who talked in class. 

The design that Stanley drew was quite odd. 
The prizes go to whoever finishes first. 

Reflexive pronouns refer back to the subject of 
a sentence or clause and are formed by adding 
-self or -selves to a personal pronoun or posses¬ 
sive adjective (p. 1933). 

myself ourselves 

yourself yourselves 

himself, herself, itself themselves 

You think of yourself as a good person. 

She told herself that it would be all right. 

We were afraid the children might harm 
themselves. 

Reflexive pronouns are also sometimes used for 
emphasis. 

I’m sending my brother since / can’t be there 
myself. 

Indefinite pronouns do not refer to a specific 
person or thing. The most important indefinite 
pronouns include: 


all 

everything 

nothing 

another 

few 

one 

any 

less 

the other 

anybody 

little 

others 

anyone 

many 

several 

anything 

more 

some 

both 

most 

somebody 

each 

much 

someone 

either 

neither 

something 

enough 

no one 

such 

everybody 

nobody 

everyone 

none 



No one wants to leave yet. 

Several of the students hadn’t arrived. 

He finished his drink and asked for another. 
They didn’t choose anybody from my class. 
One doesn’t like to think of such things. 

Most of the indefinite pronouns may also be used 
as Indefinite adjectives (see p. 1932). 

The words it and there can also be used like pro¬ 
nouns when the rules of grammar require a sub¬ 
ject but no noun is actually being referred to. 
Both are usually used at the beginning of a sen¬ 
tence or clause. 

It was almost noon. 

It’s raining. 

It's very odd. 

Sunday might be better, but it doesn't really 
matter. 

There is some cake left. 

There are many reasons to doubt him. 


Agreement between a pronoun and the noun or 
pronoun that it refers to is essential (that is, a pro¬ 
noun and the noun or pronoun that it refers to 
must be alike grammatically). There are three 
kinds of agreement. 

First, a personal, possessive, or reflexive pro¬ 
noun must agree in person with the noun or pro¬ 
noun it refers to. The first person pronouns (/, me, 
mine, myself, we, us, ours, ourselves ) can refer only 
to the person or persons speaking or writing. The 
second person pronouns (you, yours, yourself, 
yourselves ) refer to the person or persons being 
spoken or written to. The third person pronouns 
(he, she, it, they, him, her, them, his, hers, its, theirs, 
himself, herself, itself, themselves ) refer to everyone 
and everything else. 

We already have ours. 

You may serve yourself. 

Second, most pronouns must agree in number 
with the noun or pronoun that they refer to. (In¬ 
terrogative and relative pronouns do not indicate 
number.) A singular pronoun must refer to one 
person or thing, and a plural pronoun must refer 
to more than one person or thing. 

That is the only choice we have. 

Those are the only choices we have. 

Finally, a personal pronoun must agree in gen¬ 
der with the noun or pronoun that it refers to 
(that is, a personal pronoun must match the per¬ 
son's sex). Animals are often treated as neuter. 

He only drives his motorcycle on the week¬ 
ends. 

Antonia joined her father for lunch down¬ 
town. 

The cat crept into the yard for its evening 
meal. 

Number and gender together sometimes create 
a pronoun problem in the third person singular. 
English has no third person singular personal pro¬ 
noun that can be used for both male and female 
people. Traditionally, he, his, him, and himself 
have been used when referring to someone whose 
sex is not known. However, this is now often re¬ 
garded as sexist. Therefore, “he or she,” “his or 
her,” “him or her,” and “himself or herself’ are 
now often used instead, and the plural pronouns 
they, their, them, and themselves are used even 
more often. 

Anyone can win if they buy a ticket. = Any¬ 
one can win if he or she buys a ticket. 
Everyone has to bring their own lunch. = Ev¬ 
eryone has to bring his or her own lunch. 

Some people disapprove of using a plural pronoun 
in such cases because it does not display agree¬ 
ment in number. The use is very common, howev¬ 
er, in speech and informal writing. 
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Pronouns, like nouns, must also agree with their 
verbs in person and number. 

It is possible. 

We’re glad about that. 

Since -body, -one, and -thing are singular forms, 
the indefinite pronouns anybody, anyone, any¬ 
thing, everybody, everyone, everything, nobody, no 
one, nothing, somebody, someone, and something 
are treated as singular. 

Everybody is welcome. 

Someone has to tell her. 

Everything is fine. 

Another, each, either, neither, one, and (the) other 
are also treated as singular. 

I have six bowls for sale, and each costs $10. 
There are two nurses on staff, but neither is 
here right now. 

Verbs _ 

This section provides a brief introduction to 
verbs. They are discussed at greater length at The 
English Verb System, p. 1936. 

Verbs are words that show an action, occur¬ 
rence, or state of being. Almost every sentence re¬ 
quires a verb. The basic form of a verb is known 
as its infinitive. 

call beat 

love go 

See Infinitives, p. 1940. 

Almost all verbs have two other important 
forms called participles. Participles are forms that 
are used to create several verb tenses (forms that 
are used to show when an action happened); they 
can also be used as adjectives. The present partici¬ 
ple always ends in -ing. 

calling beating 

loving going 

(There is also a kind of noun, called a gerund, that 
is identical in form to the present participle form 
of a verb; see p. 1927.) 

The past participle usually ends in -ed. Howev¬ 
er, many past participles have irregular endings, 
called beaten 

loved gone 

See Participles, p. 1940. 

The verb’s past tense (see p. 1937) usually has 
the same -ed form as the past participle. For many 
verbs, however, the past tense is irregular. An ir¬ 
regular past tense is not always identical to an ir¬ 
regular past participle, 
called beat 

loved went 

The infinitive form, past tense, and past partici¬ 


ple are often called the principal parts of the verb. 
Sometimes the present participle is also included 
in the principal parts. From these, all the tenses 
and forms of almost any verb can be created. A 
regular verb forms its past tense and past partici¬ 
ple with -ed. An irregular verb forms either its past 
tense or its past participle, or both, without -ed. 

infinitive past tense past participle 

call called called 

love loved loved 

beat beat beaten 

go went gone 

Many common English verbs are irregular. See a 
list of these at Irregular Verbs, p. 1953. 

A transitive verb is a verb that requires a direct 
object, which is a noun, pronoun, or noun phrase 
that follows it and completes the sentence’s mean¬ 
ing by indicating the person or thing that receives 
the action of the verb. 

The kids like pickles. 

That really annoys me. 

Have they sold their house yet? 

An intransitive verb is not used with a direct ob¬ 
ject. 

Her aunt died suddenly last week. 

Someone was coughing loudly. 

A single verb can have both transitive and intran¬ 
sitive uses. 

They are playing soccer. 

They’ve been playing all afternoon. 

Transitive verb entries or senses in this dictionary 
are labeled \+obj], while intransitive entries or 
senses are labeled [no obj]. See Transitive and In¬ 
transitive Verbs, p. 1941. 

In most sentences that contain a transitive verb, 
the subject is the person or thing that performs 
the verb’s action. However, sometimes the subject 
is a person or thing that is affected by the action. 
Sentences of the first type represent active voice ; 
those of the second type represent passive voice. 
My grandfather built the bam. 

The bam was built by my grandfather. 

See Active and Passive Voice, p. 1941. 

A linking verb, such as be, seem, look, become, 
or feel, connects a noun subject with an adjective 
or with a noun that is not a direct object. The 
most common linking verb is be. 

They’re tired and hungry. 

His father was a lawyer. 

Some linking verbs involve the five senses. Others 
involve mental impressions. Still others have the 
basic meaning “become” or “continue to be." 

Her voice sounded familiar. 




It feels cold in here. 

She seems very nervous. 

It appears later than it is. 

His ears turned red. 

They remained best friends. 

The label [linking verb ] identifies these verbs in 
this dictionary. 

An auxiliary verb is a verb that is used with an¬ 
other verb to show the verb’s tense, to form a 
question, etc. 

The work was completed last year. 

Where did they go? 

The rain has stopped. 

The label [auxiliary verb] identifies these verbs in 
this dictionary. See Auxiliary Verbs, p. 1938. 

Modal verbs (also called modals, modal auxilia¬ 
ries, and modal auxiliary verbs) are auxiliary 
verbs like can, must, and might that are used with 
another verb to express ideas such as possibility, 
necessity, and permission. 

They can leave whenever they want. 

She must return the key this morning. 

It might be too late. 

The label [modal verb ] identifies these verbs in this 
dictionary. See Modal Verbs, p. 1939. 

Phrasal verbs are usually two-word verbs made 
from a one-word verb and an adverb or a preposi¬ 
tion. (Occasionally they are three-word verbs that 
include both an adverb and a preposition.) Phrasal 
verbs have meanings that are quite different from 
the meaning of the simple verb by itself. 

They’re driving to Caracas to pick up two 
friends. 

The boss told us that we could knock off at 
4:00. 

Tired after the long trip, they turned in after 
dinner. 

The label [phrasal verb ] identifies these verbs in 
this dictionary. See Phrasal Verbs, p. 1943. 

English verbs may use three different moods. A 
mood is a set of verb forms that show whether the 
action or state expressed by the verb is thought of 
as a fact, a command, or a wish or possibility. The 
very common indicative mood is used for ordi¬ 
nary statements. 

The strawberries are already ripe. 

The imperative mood is used for commands and 
instructions. 

Let me tie your shoe. 

Run! 

The subjunctive mood is used to express some¬ 
thing different from simple fact, such as wishes, 
possibilities, or requests. 
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She would prefer that he go alone. 

See Mood, p. 1942. 

Adjectives _ 

Adjectives describe nouns and pronouns. They 
may name qualities of all kinds: huge, red, forty, 
angry, African, unique, talking, lost, female, rare, 
thoughtful, ancient, technical, best, etc. 

An adjective usually comes right before a noun. 
a high mountain 
fifteen people 
the dull, heavy beat 

When an adjective follows a linking verb such as 
be or seem, it is called a predicate adjective. 

That building is huge. 

The workers seem angry. 

Most adjectives can be used as predicate adjec¬ 
tives. In this dictionary, adjectives that cannot be 
used as predicate adjectives include the note “al¬ 
ways used before a noun." Similarly, the few adjec¬ 
tives that can only be used as predicate adjectives 
are identified with the note “not used before a 
noun.” 

Some adjectives describe qualities that can exist 
in different amounts or degrees. To do this, the ad¬ 
jective will either change in form (usually by add¬ 
ing -er or -est) or will be used with words like 
more, most, very, slightly, etc. 
the older girls 
the longest day of the year 
a very strong feeling 
more expensive than that one 

Other adjectives describe qualities that do not 
vary. 

nuclear energy 
a medical doctor 
See Comparison, p. 1949. 

The most common of all adjectives are the two 
(or three) articles. An article always comes before 
the noun it describes and before any other adjec¬ 
tives that also describe the noun. Articles are used 
to show whether or not the noun refers to a spe¬ 
cific person or thing. The indefinite article is a; it 
identifies a single, but not specific, person or 
thing. An is used instead of a whenever the word 
following it begins with a vowel sound. 

Are you going to buy a house? 

The smile is a universal sign of pleasure. 

It’s an honor to have been invited. 

I’ve got an uncle in Miami. 

The definite article is the; it is used to refer to 
identified or specified people or things, both sin¬ 
gular and plural. 
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Will you be painting the house this summer? 
He’s the uncle I was telling you about. 

Please put the dishes away. 

A singular count noun (such as idea or bird) or 
singular noun (such as patter ) is always preceded 
by a definite or indefinite article or other adjec¬ 
tive. 

The is used with both count and noncount 
nouns. It is used when the noun is something that 
the reader or listener already knows, or something 
that will be described in the sentence. It is also 
used when the thing is unique, or when a phrase 
following the noun distinguishes it from others of 
its kind. 

Give me the keys. 

That's not the subject we were discussing. 

The prime minister of Turkey had been invit¬ 
ed. 

That was the news that they wanted to hear. 
She’s the kindest woman I know. 

The is not used when a noun is used to refer to a 
thing in general or to all things of its kind. 

I like salsa music. 

Cows eat grass. 

Water is heavier than oil. 

The meaning of these sentences changes if the is 
inserted before the nouns. For example, “I like the 
salsa music” means “I like the particular salsa mu¬ 
sic that is playing now.” 

The is rarely used with proper nouns. 

The hotel is on Eighth Avenue, [ not *The ho¬ 
tel is on the Eighth Avenue.*] 

I caught the fish in Lake Baikal, [ not *1 
caught the fish in the Lake Baikal.*] 

However, it is used with some geographical names 
that end with a general term (such as River, Bay, 
or Mountains), and often with proper nouns that 
occur in the plural. 

in the Sahara Desert 
the Geneva Conventions 

The four demonstrative adjectives — this, that, 
these, and those —are identical to the demonstra¬ 
tive pronouns (p. 1928). They are used to distin¬ 
guish the person or thing being described from 
others of the same category or class. This and 
these describe people or things that are nearby, or 
in the present. That and those are used to describe 
people or things that are not here, not nearby, or 
in the past or future. These adjectives, like a, an, 


and the, always come before any other adjectives 
that modify a noun. 

Do you want this one here or that blue one 
over there? 

She answered that question easily, but these 
new questions will be more difficult. 

I was happier in those early days. 

We’ll deal with those problems when they 
arise. 

An indefinite adjective describes a whole group 
or class of people or things, or a person or thing 
that is not identified or familiar. The most com¬ 
mon indefinite adjectives are: 


all 

half 

one, two, 

another 

least 

three, etc. 

any 

less 

other 

both 

little 

several 

each 

many 

some 

either 

more 

such 

enough 

most 

whole 

every 

much 


few 

neither 



Any pen will do. 

Some people were unhappy with the deci¬ 
sion. 

He had other reasons. 

Adjectives that express amount or number are 
sometimes called quantifiers, and many quantifi¬ 
ers are indefinite adjectives. Some of these are 
used only with count nouns. 
both friends 
few friends 
two friends 
several friends 
many friends 

Others are used only with noncount nouns. 
little cash 
less cash 
much cash 

And others can be used with both count and non¬ 
count nouns. 

all friends/cash 
any friends/cash 
enough friends/cash 
most friends/cash 
no friends/cash 
some friends/cash 

Most indefinite adjectives can also be used as in¬ 
definite pronouns (see p. 1929). 

There isn’t any left. 
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Some were unhappy with the decision. 

Five of them were caught, but three others 
escaped. 

The interrogative adjectives —primarily which, 
what, and whose —are used to begin questions. 
They can also be used as interrogative pronouns 
(see p. 1928). 

Which horse did you bet on? = Which did 
you bet on? 

What songs did they sing? = What did they 
sing? 

Whose coat is this? = Whose is this? 

See Questions, p. 1946. 

The possessive adjectives — my, your, his, her, 
its, our, their —tell you who has, owns, or has ex¬ 
perienced something. 

He admired her intelligence. 

Our cat is 14 years old. 

They said their trip was wonderful. 

See also the discussion of possessive pronouns, p. 
1928. 

Proper adjectives are based on proper nouns 
and start with a capital letter. 

The best gift was a box of French chocolates. 
Charles Dickens wrote during the Victorian 
era. 

Their children attended a Christian school. 

Since English lacks grammatical gender, adjec¬ 
tives do not change their form to match the gen¬ 
der of a noun. 

my weird sister 
my weird brother 

Nouns often function like adjectives. When 
they do, they are called attributive nouns. Most 
nouns can be used in this way. When they are, 
they always precede the nouns they are modify¬ 
ing. A noun used like an adjective does not change 
its form, except that it usually omits any plural 
ending. 

his research paper 
the apartment building 
a lemon drink 

Two or more attributive nouns may be used to¬ 
gether. Unlike other adjectives, they are never 
separated by commas. When attributive nouns 
and true adjectives are used together, the true ad¬ 
jectives precede the attributive nouns, 
new work safety rules 

the experienced summer baseball league staff 

When two or more adjectives are used before a 
noun, they should be put in proper order. Any ar¬ 


ticle (a, an, the), demonstrative adjective (that, 
these, etc.), indefinite adjective (another, both, 
etc.), or possessive adjective (her, our, etc.) always 
comes first. If there is a number, it comes first or 
second. As noted above, true adjectives always 
come before attributive nouns. The ordering of 
true adjectives will vary, but the following order is 
the most common: opinion word -> size -* age 
-*■ shape -+ color -*■ nationality -> material. (In the 
examples below, only the true adjectives and not 
the attributive nouns are shown in italics.) 

the old Russian coins 

those first few words 

valuable company phone records 

his three clean shirts 

brutal young gang members 

several large, bluish-green, wooden chairs 

Participles are often used like ordinary adjec¬ 
tives. They may come before a noun or after a 
linking verb. A present participle (an -ing word) 
describes the person or thing that causes some¬ 
thing; for example, a boring conversation is one 
that bores you. A past participle (usually an -ed 
word) describes the person or thing who has been 
affected by something; for example, a bored per¬ 
son is one who has been affected by boredom. 

They had just watched an exciting soccer 
game. 

The instructions were confusing. 

The freezing wind kept everyone indoors all 
day. 

She’s excited about the trip to North Africa. 

Several confused students were asking ques¬ 
tions about the test. 

The lake was frozen. 

See Participles, p. 1940. 


Adverbs _ 

Adverbs usually modify verbs. They may also 
modify adjectives, other adverbs, phrases, or even 
entire sentences. 

An adverb answers the question “When?” 
“Where?” “How?” “How much?” “How long?” or 
“How often?” 

The elections are coming soon. 

They only shopped locally. 

She was happily married to a truck driver. 
The roads are very steep. 

He stopped by briefly to say hello. 

My son calls me regularly. 
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Most adverbs are formed by adding -ly to an ad¬ 
jective. If the adjective already ends in -y, the -y 
usually changes to -i. 
bold / boldly 
solid / solidly 
interesting / interestingly 
heavy / heavily 
unnecessary / unnecessarily 

Common adverbs that do not end in -ly include: 


again 

more 

today 

also 

never 

too 

always 

not 

very 

as 

now 

well 

even 

often 

when 

ever 

sometimes 

where 

here 

soon 

why 

how 

then 


just 

there 



The words when, where, why, and how are called 
interrogative adverbs when they begin a question. 

When did the shooting occur? 

Where is the proof? 

Why was he so late? 

How did they get here? 

See Questions, p. 1946. 

The relative adverbs — where, when, and why 
C how is sometimes included as well)—introduce 
subordinate (or dependent) clauses (clauses that 
do not form simple sentences by themselves: see 
p. 1945). 

This is the house where I grew up. 

They go to bed when they want to. 

He wondered why the door was open. 

See Complex Sentences, p. 1945. 

When an adverb modifies a whole sentence or 
clause, it is called a sentence adverb. Words such 
as fortunately, frankly, hopefully, and luckily are 
generally used as sentence adverbs and usually ex¬ 
press the speaker’s feelings about the content of 
the sentence. Such adverbs normally come at the 
beginning of a sentence, but may also come in the 
middle or at the end. 

Unfortunately, Friday will be cloudy. 

Friday, unfortunately, will be cloudy. 

Friday will be cloudy, unfortunately. 

An adverb may not come between a verb and its 
direct or indirect object. 

They soon informed the admiral, [not *They 

informed soon the admiral.*] 


The trees were slowly losing their leaves, [not 
*The trees were losing slowly their leaves.*] 
Later they bought him a new bike, [not 
*They bought later him a new bike.* or 
*They bought him later a new bike.*] 

Many adverbs, like many adjectives, describe 
qualities that can exist in different amounts or de¬ 
grees. 

This time she was working more carefully. 

The bus arrived sooner than they expected. 
The most frequently used word is probably 
the. 

See Comparison, p. 1949. 

Many adverbs, such as past, under, off, along, 
and on, may also act as prepositions (see the sec¬ 
tion immediately below). A few, such as however, 
also, thus, and nevertheless, may act as conjunc¬ 
tions (words that join together other words or 
groups of words; see p. 1935). 

Prepositions _ 

Prepositions, a very important class of words in 
English, show direction, location, or time, or in¬ 
troduce an object. They are usually followed by 
an object—a noun, noun phrase, or pronoun. The 
most common prepositions are: 


at 

from 

on 

by 

in 

to 

for 

of 

with 

Iso common are: 

about 

between 

outside 

above 

close to 

over 

across 

down 

past 

after 

during 

since 

against 

except 

through 

along 

inside 

toward 

among 

instead of 

under 

around 

into 

until 

because of 

like 

up 

before 

near 

behind 

off 

upon 

within 

below 

on top of 

without 

beneath 

onto 

beside 

out of 



Prepositions typically show how the noun, noun 
phrase, or pronoun is related to another word in 
the sentence. 

a friend of mine 
the dress with the stripes 
hit by a car 
no one except me 

The preposition and its object normally form a 
prepositional phrase (see p. 1944). 




A preposition may appear at the end of a sen¬ 
tence or clause, but only when its object comes 
earlier. 

Was he the man she lived with! 

That isn’t what a hammer is for. 

It’s the chair you’re sitting on. 

She just needs someone to talk to. 

Many prepositions (such as past, under, off, 
along, and on) may also act as adverbs. A few (in¬ 
cluding before, after, for, and since) may act as 
conjunctions (words that join together other 
words or groups of words). 



preposition 

adverb 

conjunction 

after 

I saw them 

We were due at 

Call me after 


after the 

noon, but didn’t 

it’s over. 


game. 

arrive until after. 


for 

I baked Wfor 


It was tru e,for 


you. 


I saw it myself. 

since 

I’ve waited 

He’s never been 

It’s been years 


since noon. 

the same since. 

since I’ve sung. 

past 

Walk past the 

The train had 



store. 

gone past. 


off 

It fell off the 

The kids 



bed. 

wandered off. 



Conjunctions _ 

Conjunctions are words that join together other 
words or groups of words. 

A coordinating conjunction connects words, 
phrases, and clauses of equal importance. The 
main coordinating conjunctions are and, or, and 
but. 

They bought apples, pears, and oranges. 

You can wait either on the steps or in the car. 
Her paintings are pleasant but bland. 

The dogs barked, but he just ignored them. 

When placed at the beginning of a sentence, a co¬ 
ordinating conjunction may also link two sentenc¬ 
es or paragraphs. 

War loomed on the horizon. But the country 
wasn’t ready for another war. 

She told him that he would have to work to 
earn her trust. And he proceeded to do just 
that. 

A subordinating conjunction introduces a sub¬ 
ordinate clause (a clause that does not form a sim¬ 
ple sentence by itself; see p. 1945) and joins it to a 
main clause (a clause that can be used as a simple 
sentence by itself; see p. 1945). 

She waited until the students were quiet. 

They had been lonely since their father left. 

See Complex Sentences, p. 1945. 
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Some conjunctions are used in pairs. The most 
common pairs are either ... or, both . . . and, nei¬ 
ther . . . nor, and not only . . . but (also). If verbs 
follow each conjunction, both verbs must be in 
the same form. 

They could either continue searching or go to 
the police. 

Both Clara and Jeanette graduated from 
Stanford. 

He could neither sing nor dance. 

Not only the money but also the jewelry had 
been taken. 


Some adverbs act like conjunctions by linking 
either two main clauses separated by a semicolon 
(;) or two separate sentences. They express some 
effect that the first clause or sentence has on the 
second one. The most common adverbs that do 
this are: 


accordingly 

afterwards 

also 

anyway 

besides 

consequently 

finally 

for example 

for instance 

however 

incidentally 

indeed 

in fact 

likewise 


meanwhile 

moreover 

namely 

nevertheless 

nonetheless 

otherwise 

regardless 

similarly 

so 

still 

that is 

therefore 

thus 


They didn't agree; however, each understood 
the other’s opinion. 


We’ll probably regret it; still, we really have 
no choice. 


The team has won its last three games. Thus, 
its record for the year is now 15-12. 


Interjections _ 

An interjection is a word or phrase that is gram¬ 
matically independent and mainly expresses feel¬ 
ing rather than meaning. 

Oh, what a beautiful house! 

Uh-oh, this looks bad. 

Well, it’s time to say good night. 

Actually, um, she’s not my girlfriend. 

Shoot. I thought I’d fixed that. 

Interjections are common in speech and are much 
more common in electronic messages than in oth¬ 
er types of writing. 
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THE ENGLISH VERB SYSTEM 

The following sections discuss in detail all the kinds, forms, and functions of English verbs. 


Verb Tenses _ 

Tenses are the different forms used by almost all 
English verbs to show when an action happened. 
English verb forms are simple, but the ways that 
verbs may be combined can be complex. 

Present Tenses 

The present tense is used to refer to the period of 
time that exists now. It always uses the basic form 
of the verb, called the infinitive, except in the 
third-person singular. 

I understand we understand 

you understand you understand 

he/she/it understands they understand 

The third-person singular normally adds -s to the 
infinitive. Verbs ending in -ch, -s, -sh, -x, and -z 
add -es. In verbs ending in -y preceded by a conso¬ 
nant, the -y changes to -ies. (If a vowel precedes 
the -y, the -y does not change.) Do changes to 
does, go changes to goes, and have changes to has. 

The monument sits atop a hill. 

She loves him and he loves her. 

The iguana sometimes catches small birds. 
The road crosses a river. 

Her book mixes biography and fantasy. 

He relies on his parents for money. 

The dog’s barking annoys our neighbors. 
What does she want? 

Be is the most irregular of all verbs in the present 
tense (I am, you/we/they are, he/she/it is). 

The present tense is used to talk about some¬ 
thing that is true now and most of the time. It is 
also used for something that happens regularly. 

He lives in Nigeria. 

Baghdad lies on the Tigris River. 

Do they really believe that? 

Haste makes waste. 

She reads several books a month. 

Buses come often on weekdays. 

The present progressive (or present continu¬ 
ous) tense uses am/are/is with the present partici¬ 
ple (-ing form) of the main verb. 

I am coming we are coming 

you are coming you are coming 

he/she/it is coming they are coming 


The present progressive tense indicates that some¬ 
thing is happening right now or is continuing to 
happen. 

How many miles are you running these days? 
The engine is leaking oil. 

The prime minister is traveling all this week. 
Let’s talk later— I’m eating lunch. 

She's still sleeping. 

It is also used to talk informally about events in 
the near future. 

We’re eating out tonight. 

Are you coming next week? 

Some verbs or senses of verbs always use the 
present tense in situations where you might ex¬ 
pect the present progressive tense. These include 
most verbs related to the five senses 

Do you hear it? fnot *Are you hearing it?*] 
This tastes funny, fnot *This is tasting fun¬ 
ny.*] 

It feels heavy, [not *It is feeling heavy.*] 

and most verbs connected with mental states and 
functions. 

We only want peace, [not *We’re only want¬ 
ing peace.*] 

They believe him. [not *They’re believing 
him.*] 

She knows the answer, [ not *She’s knowing 
the answer.*] 

I don’t remember, [not *Fm not remember¬ 
ing.*] 

That seems strange to me. [not *That is seem¬ 
ing strange to me.*] 

These verbs also include verbs of possession such 
as own, belong, and have. 

The company owns at least forty stores, [not 
*The company is owning at least forty 
stores.*] 

His aunt has a house in the country, [not 
*His aunt is having a house in the country.*] 

The label “ not used in progressive tenses” is used in 
the book to identify these verbs and verb senses. 

Special tenses called the perfect tenses are used 
to show a relationship between two different 
times. The present perfect tense uses have/has 
with the past participle (a form usually identical 
to the past tense that generally expresses complet¬ 
ed action). 

I have finished we have finished 

you have finished you have finished 
he/she/it has finished they have finished 




The present perfect is used to talk about (1) activ¬ 
ities or states that began in the past and are com¬ 
pleted at the time of speaking, (2) past activities 
that have a result in the present, (3) events that 
have just happened, and (4) events that happened 
at an unspecified time in the past. 

I have fixed the radio. 

This evidence has influenced our decision. 

We’ve eaten dinner. 

She has decided not to go to college. 

Several adverbs that indicate time— just, since, al¬ 
ready, yet, and ever —are often used with the 
present perfect to connect the past with the 
present. 

I’ve just returned from Memphis. 

I saw her Tuesday but I haven’t seen her 

since. 

We’ve already seen that movie. 

Have you gotten your grades yeti 

Did he ever love her? 


The present perfect progressive (or present 
perfect continuous') tense combines have/has been 
and a present participle f-ing form). 


I have been studying 
you have been studying 

he/she/it has been 
studying 


we have been studying 
you have been 
studying 
they have been 
studying 


The present perfect progressive tense is used to 
talk about events that began in the past and con¬ 
tinue in the present moment. 

The war has been raging since 1997. 

How long have you been waiting1 
We’ve been painting the house this weekend. 
Have they been playing video games all morn¬ 
ing? 


Past Tenses 

The past tense is used to talk about events that 
began and ended in the past. The form of a verb in 
the past tense is the same in the first person, sec¬ 
ond person, and third person, and in the singular 
and plural (except in the verb be). For regular 
verbs, the past tense is normally formed by adding 
-ed (or just -d if the verb ends in -e) to the infini¬ 
tive. If the verb ends with a short vowel and a sin¬ 
gle consonant and is accented on the last syllable, 
its final consonant is doubled. If it ends in -y, the 
-y usually changes to -i. (If a vowel precedes the 
-y, the -y doesn’t change.) 

talk The two women talked for hours, 
wave He waved to the kids from the 
window. 

They stopped at the store. 
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try Diplomats tried to bring the two sides 
together. 

Irregular verbs have an irregular past-tense form. 

build They built a new house on the hill, 
come She came at six this morning, 
go The taxi went the wrong way. 

speak He spoke to the governor about it. 

See list of Irregular Verbs, p. 1953. 

The imperfect tense (also known as the past 
progressive or past continuous tense) is formed 
from was/were and a present participle f-ing 
form). 

I was sleeping we were sleeping 

you were sleeping you were sleeping 
he/she/it was sleeping they were sleeping 

The imperfect tense is used to talk about incom¬ 
plete actions in the past or about states that con¬ 
tinued for a period of time in the past. It is often 
used in the same sentence with a verb in the past 
tense. 

We were driving home and forgot to stop. 

I bought it when I was living in London. 

The past perfect tense is formed from had and a 
past participle. 

I had imagined we had imagined 

you had imagined you had imagined 
he/she/it had imagined they had imagined 

The past perfect is used to refer to an action that 
was completed by a particular time in the past. 
Like the imperfect tense, it often is used in sen¬ 
tences with another verb in the past tense. 

I had met him only once before he moved 
away. 

We hadn’t known that she had a daughter. 

When it is clear what other event is referred to, 
the clause with the other verb may be omitted. 

I had met him only once. 

We hadn’t known. 

The informal verb used to, followed by an infin¬ 
itive, functions much like the simple past tense. 
Used to refers to something that happened or ex¬ 
isted in the past but no longer happens or exists. It 
refers especially to something that happened re¬ 
peatedly or to a situation that lasted for a period 
of time. 

This room used to be filled with junk. 

When they were first in love, they used to 
meet at night down by the river. 

The form “use to” is rarely seen in writing but is 
heard in informal speech, always with did or 
didn’t. 

Did you use to go out with Kate? 


stop 
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I didn’t use to like broccoli, but now I do. 

The past perfect progressive (or past perfect 
continuous) tense is formed from had been and a 
present participle {-ing form). 

I had been reading we had been reading 

you had been reading you had been reading 
he/she/it had been they had been reading 

reading 

The past perfect progressive is somewhat rare. It 
is generally used in sentences that have another 
verb. 

We had been living there a year when the 
baby was bom. 

Future Tenses 

The future tense is formed with will and an infini¬ 
tive. 

I will arrive we will arrive 

you will arrive you will arrive 

he/she/it will arrive they will arrive 

The future tense predicts a future event or condi¬ 
tion. 

Christmas will be on a Friday this year. 

My mother will retire in June. 

In the first person, the formal shall is sometimes 
used in place of will. 

I shall [=will\ inform them immediately. 

We shall [ =will] expect a full report from you. 

An informal form of the future tense uses am/ 
are/is going to instead of will. The going to future 
tense is very common in speech. 

I am going to arrive we are going to arrive 

you are going to arrive you are going to arrive 
he/she/it is going to they are going to 

arrive arrive 

I hope my parents are going to [=will\ like it. 
ItS going to [=will\ be hot tomorrow. 

The future progressive (or future continuous) 
tense is formed with will be and a present partici¬ 
ple {-ing form). 

I will be dancing we will be dancing 

you will be dancing you will be dancing 

he/she/it will be dancing they will be dancing 

The future progressive is used to talk about an ac¬ 
tivity that will be happening in the future, or an 
activity happening now that will end in the future. 
On Friday the committee will be meeting 
again. 

We’// be staying here for two weeks. 

The future perfect tense is formed from will 
have and a past participle. 


I will have gone we will have gone 

you will have gone you will have gone 

he/she/it will have gone they will have gone 

The future perfect, a rarely used tense, is used to 
refer to an action that will be completed by a 
specified time in the future. 

By this time tomorrow they will have arrived. 
She’ll have left before the ceremony begins. 

The future perfect progressive (or future perfect 
continuous) tense is formed from will have been 
and a present participle {-ing form). 

I will have been skiing we will have been 
skiing 

you will have been skiing you will have been 
skiing 

he/she/it will have been they will have been 
skiing skiing 

The future perfect progressive is very rare. It is 
used to talk about a time in the future when an 
activity that began earlier will still be continuing. 
In May we will have been living here for ten 
years. 

Kinds of Verbs _ 

Action Verbs 

Action verbs, as the name suggests, simply express 
action. Most verbs fall into this category and in¬ 
clude such words as care, drive, think, and distin¬ 
guish. 

The children ran across the field. 

Can you build a fire? 

I think that’s the right answer. 

Linking Verbs 

Unking verbs connect a subject with an adjective 
or noun that describes or identifies the subject. 
They include act, appear, be, become, come, con¬ 
stitute, equal, feel, form, get, go, grow, keep, look, 
make, measure, prove, remain, represent, seem, 
smell, sound, stay, taste, and turn. 

Today is Friday. 

It became clear that we needed to find anoth¬ 
er solution. 

The tea tastes sweet. 

All of these can also be used as action verbs. Their 
linking verb senses are labeled [linking verb] in this 
dictionary. 

Auxiliary Verbs 

An auxiliary verb (or helping verb) is used with 
another verb (or two other verbs) in a verb 
phrase. 
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Be, Have, and Do 

The verbs be, have, and do are used both as inde¬ 
pendent verbs and as auxiliary verbs. 

Have is used to form all the perfect tenses (“has 
worked,” “had worked,” “have been working,” 
etc.), including the modal perfect tenses (“must 
have worked,” etc.). See pp. 1936-37 and 1939 
(below). 

Be is used to form all the progressive tenses (“is 
talking,” “was talking,” “have been talking,” etc.) 
as well as the passive voice (“is pulled,” “was 
pulled,” “is being pulled,” etc.) and is also used to 
join to infinitives to the subject of a sentence or 
clause (“she is to retire soon”). See Active and Pas¬ 
sive Voice, p. 1941; Infinitives, p. 1940. 

Do occurs as an auxiliary verb mainly in nega¬ 
tive sentences and in questions. See Negation, p. 
1948, and Questions, p. 1946. 

Do is also occasionally used for emphasis. In 
this use, do is followed by an infinitive without to, 
just like the modal verbs (see below). 

I really do want to go. 

He does talk a lot. 

A few jobs did need to be finished first. 

Do may also substitute for another verb that has 
just been stated. 

This one doesn’t look large enough, and nei¬ 
ther does that one. 

Did they succeed? No, they didn't. 

Her mother worked all day, and so did his 
sister. [=and his sister also worked all day] 

Notice that this is possible even when the other 
verb does not have an auxiliary do. 

Modal Verbs 

A small group of auxiliary verbs, called the modal 
verbs (or modal auxiliary verbs, modal auxiliaries, 
or simply modals ), are only used in combination 
with ordinary verbs. A modal verb changes the 
other verb’s meaning to something different from 
simple fact. Modals may express permission, abili¬ 
ty, prediction, possibility, or necessity. The princi¬ 
pal modal verbs are: 


can 

ought 

could 

shall 

may 

should 

might 

will 

must 

would 


A few other verbs are closely related to the true 
modal verbs, especially 

had better need 

have to dare 

The modal verbs are different from ordinary 
verbs in several ways: (1) Modal verbs have no in¬ 
flections at all; that is, they lack an -ing form, an 
-ed form, and even an -s form for the third-person 


singular. (2) A modal verb is always followed by 
the infinitive form of a verb (unless that verb has 
already been stated) but never follows another 
verb. (3) Modal verbs do not follow to and are not 
followed by to. (Ought to, like the near-modal verb 
have to, is a special case.) 

In their simple form, modal verbs normally re¬ 
fer to present or future time. 

It must be almost 10:00. 

He might call tomorrow. 

That road can be dangerous. 

The modal progressive also expresses present 
or future time, especially in conversation. It is 
formed with be and a present participle (.-ing 
form). 

See if they’re upstairs—they could be watch¬ 
ing TV. 

We could be going to El Salvador next year. 

Past tense involving modals is usually expressed 
by the modal perfect, in which the modal verb is 
followed by have and a past participle. 

It must have happened last year. [=It’s very 
likely that it happened last year.] 

He might have called yesterday. [=It’s possible 
that he called yesterday.] 

But will have or shall have with a past participle 
forms the ordinary future perfect. 

By tomorrow he will have called. 

We shall [or will ] have left before September. 

Most modal verbs lack a true past tense. How¬ 
ever, could often functions as the past tense of 
can; could and might often function as the past 
tense of may; and would often functions as the 
past tense of both will and shall. Could, might, 
ought, would, and should keep the same form in 
the past tense. 

I know I can take the train if necessary. 

I knew I could take the train if necessary. 

The next few months could be difficult. 
Everyone knew the next few months could be 
difficult. 

He believes that the stock market may suffer. 
He believed that the stock market might suf¬ 
fer. 

They think the war will be over soon. 

They thought the war would be over soon. 

I think I shall stay home. 

I thought I would stay home. 

It could take a while. 

She said it could take a while. 

The weatherman says it might snow. 

The weatherman said it might snow. 
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We realize we ought to leave. 

We realized we ought to leave. 

It would be better to remain silent. 

She said it would be better to remain silent. 

He thinks we should leave. 

He thought we should leave. 

Must is rarely used in the past tense; have to is gen¬ 
erally used instead. 

We all realize that the factory must [=has to] 
close. 

In 1988 the factory had to close. 

Had better remains the same in the present and 
past. 

They had better get there soon. 

They knew they had better get there soon. 

In the present tense, certain modal verbs often 
have the same meaning as certain others. 

We might [=may, could ] go to the movies to¬ 
night. 

She could ]=might, may] have stopped there 
on the way back. 

You can [=may] read for an hour before bed¬ 
time. 

He should [=ought to] drive more carefully. 

A modal verb has little meaning without anoth¬ 
er verb. But the other verb is often omitted when 
it has just been stated, especially in conversation. 
“Do you think you’ll stay in Paris?” “I 
might.” 

“He may go to graduate school.” “I think he 
should.” 

For more examples, see the individual entries 
for these verbs. For the use of will and shall in the 
future tenses, see p. 1938. See also Questions, p. 
1946; Negation, p. 1948; Active and Passive Voice, 
p. 1941; Conditional Sentences, p. 1950; and Con¬ 
tractions, p. 1957. 


Other Verb Forms _ 

Two kinds of verb forms— infinitives and 
participles —have no tense by themselves. They 
may be used either (1) in combination with some 
other verb or (2) as some other part of speech, 
such as a noun or an adjective. 

Infinitives 

The infinitive is the basic form of the verb. It is 
used by itself in the present tense. 

I’ve done everything but issue a formal apol¬ 
ogy. 


Usually, however, it is preceded by to and follows 
another verb that expresses tense, person, and 
number. 

I needed to sleep a few more hours. 

It was hard to see in the dense fog. 

College students like to party on weekends. 

The infinitive without to sometimes follows the 
verbs make, do, see, feel, hear, and watch. 

We watched him light the candles one by one. 
Please make them stop. 

Did you ever see her dance ? 

A few verbs are always followed by an infinitive 
without to. They are let, have (when have means 
“to cause, tell, or ask someone to do something”), 
and the modal verbs. 

Don’t let him take my car. 

Have her bring us the check. 

You must be here when I get back. 

The to infinitive can be used as a noun, adjec¬ 
tive, or adverb or (more often) in a noun phrase, 
adjective phrase, or adverb phrase. 

noun phrase: To learn English is my main 

goal. 

Our aim is to make you 
feel at home. 

adjective phrase; Her attempt to solve the 
problem failed. 

adverb phrase: He only wanted to help his 

friends. 

In a noun phrase, the to infinitive can usually be 
replaced by a gerund (a noun in the form of a 
present participle). 

Learning English is my main goal. 

Our aim is making you feel at home. 

Sometimes an adverb or an adverb phrase 
comes between to and the verb, creating a split in¬ 
finitive. Some native speakers dislike split infini¬ 
tives, but they are very common. 

Today he expected to finally meet the great 
author. 

Participles 

The two participles are required to create verb 
tenses and are also used as adjectives. 

For regular verbs, the past participle has the 
same -ed form as the past tense. But for most ir¬ 
regular verbs, it has an irregular form that must 
be memorized. (See list of Irregular Verbs, p. 
1953.) Past participles usually express completed 
action and are used to form three perfect tenses. 

present perfect have/has learned 

past perfect had learned 

future perfect will have learned 
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(The past participle been is also used for the per¬ 
fect continuous tenses.) 

Many past participles are common adjectives. 
Some of his friends are known criminals. 

He noticed her worried expression. 

My parents are excited. 

By now they were drunk. 

The exhausted travelers soon went to bed. 
This was their first view of the king’s chosen 
bride. 


The present participle always ends in -ing, and is 
used to refer to action that is happening at the 
time of speaking or a time spoken of. It is used to 
form all the progressive verb tenses. 


present progressive: 
present perfect 
progressive: 

imperfect: 
past perfect 
progressive: 
future progressive: 
future perfect 
progressive: 


am/are/is eating 

have/has been eating 
was/were eating 

had been eating 
will be eating 

will have been eating 


They were eating lunch when the police ar¬ 
rived. 

We had been hoping you would come. 

She’ll be running in the Boston Marathon. 

Like many past participles, many present parti¬ 
ciples also commonly serve as adjectives, 
a very demanding boss 
the devastating storm 
another boring movie 

Some verbs can be followed by either a to infin¬ 
itive or a present participle. For a few of these 
verbs, including begin, continue, hate, like, love, 
prefer, and start, the meaning of the sentence does 
not change. 

They began counting the ballots. = They be¬ 
gan to count the ballots. 

But for the verbs forget, remember, and stop, the 
meaning may change completely. 

They stopped to watch the horses. [= They 
stopped because they wanted to watch the 
horses.] 

They stopped watching the horses. [= They 
were watching the horses but then stopped.] 

See also Participial Phrases, p. 1944. 


Transitive and 
Intransitive Verbs 


son or thing that the action is done for or directed 
to. Objects are always nouns, noun phrases, or 
pronouns. 

Any pronoun object must be in its object form 
(me, him, her, us, them, etc.). 

I love her, and she loves me. 

Give it to him. 

A verb that is used with a direct object is called 
a transitive verb. A transitive verb may also be 
used with an indirect object. A verb that is never 
used with a direct object is an intransitive verb. 
One sense of a verb may be transitive while anoth¬ 
er sense is intransitive. 

The trail up the mountain climbs steeply. 

Both the children like to climb trees. 

Also, a single sense of a verb can have both transi¬ 
tive and intransitive uses. 

He likes to read biographies. 

He likes to read. 

In this dictionary, transitive verbs (and uses and 
senses) have the label [+ obj ] and intransitive verbs 
(and uses and senses) have the label [no obj]. 

An indirect object always comes before a direct 
object. Many common verbs—including give, 
take, show, tell, sell, get, buy, explain, make, find, 
teach, write, do, call, ask, send, and bring —can be 
used with both direct and indirect objects. 

Find her a chair. [=Find a chair for her.] 

Can you read me the letter ? [=Can you read 
the letter to me?] 

Who gave her lawyers the information ? [=Who 
gave the information to her lawyers?] 

He’s saving Caitlin a piece. [=He’s saving a 
piece for Caitlin.] 

As the examples in brackets show, an indirect ob¬ 
ject can always be replaced by a to or for phrase 
that follows the direct object. But note that you 
cannot say 

*Find for her a chair.* 

*Find a chair her.* 


Active and Passive 
Voice _ 

In a sentence with an action verb (rather than a 
linking verb) and a direct object, two features tell 
us who or what is doing the action, and who or 
what is receiving the action. One feature is word 
order. The normal word order in English is subject 
-*verb -*object. 

The police arrested his wife. 


A direct object is the person or thing that receives The second feature is the form of the verb. The 
the action of a verb. An indirect object is the per- ordinary form of the verb expresses the active 
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voice ; this means that the subject is the one doing 
the action expressed by the verb. If a verb is in¬ 
stead in the passive voice, the subject becomes 
the person or thing that is acted on or affected by 
the action. 

His wife was arrested by the police. 


Here, the original object (“his wife”) has become 
the subject, and the original subject (“the police”) 
is preceded by “by." 

The passive voice is normally formed by using 
one or more auxiliary verbs and the past partici¬ 
ple of the main verb. See the following examples 
of active and passive voice in several tenses. 


present: 

present 

progressive: 

past: 

imperfect: 

present perfect: 

past perfect: 
future (will): 
future (going to): 


Carelessness causes many 
accidents. 

Many accidents are caused 
by carelessness. 

A psychiatrist is treating 
her. 

She is being treated by a 
psychiatrist. 

Elvis drove that car. 

That car was driven by 
Elvis. 

Gang members were 
watching the house. 

The house was being 
watched by gang members. 

A 15-year-old has solved the 
puzzle. 

The puzzle has been solved 
by a 15-year-old. 

Thugs had robbed him. 

He had been robbed by 
thugs. 

Jennifer will return your car. 

Your car will be returned by 
Jennifer. 

That team isn't going to 
defeat Brazil. 

Brazil isn’t going to be 
defeated by that team. 


In informal English, get is often used instead of 
be to produce the passive. In questions and in 
most negative statements, do must be used as well. 

Her talents often get [ =are ] overlooked. 


Thus, you may use the passive voice because (1) it 
is not important to identify the one doing the ac¬ 
tion, (2) you do not wish to identify the one doing 
the action, or (3) you do not know the identity of 
that person or thing. 

When the one doing the action of the verb is 
identified, the passive voice simply changes the 
emphasis of the sentence. 

Federer was beaten by a little-known French 
player. 


Mood _ 

English verbs have three possible forms called 
moods, which usually indicate whether a sentence 
(1) states a fact or opinion, (2) gives an order, in¬ 
struction, or suggestion, or (3) expresses a wish or 
request or an idea that is not a fact. These are 
known as the indicative, the imperative, and the 
subjunctive. (A fourth mood, the interrogative, is 
sometimes identified. See Questions, p. 1946.) 

Indicative 

The indicative mood is the mood of ordinary sen¬ 
tences that state facts or opinions and of questions 
that ask about facts or opinions. 

Nobody knows what happened. 

The two countries were finally at peace. 

They will meet in Berlin next week. 

I think it will work. 

What happened ? 

Will it work ? 

Imperative 

The imperative mood is used for orders and in¬ 
structions, usually without including the subject 
you. An imperative verb is always identical with 
the verb’s infinitive form. 

Please stay here till I get back. 

Cut along the dotted line. 

Stop! 

Let me see. 

Don’t open it yet. 


The dog got [ =was]fed earlier. 

Did you get [=were you ] asked to speak? 

The bills didn't get [=weren’t] paid. 

In a passive sentence, the one doing the action 
of the verb does not have to be identified. 

The puzzle has been solved. 

Brazil isn't going to be defeated. 


Subjunctive 

The only mood that is difficult for learners is the 
subjunctive. The subjunctive mood is used to ex¬ 
press wishes, proposals, suggestions, or imagined 
situations. The subjunctive verb usually appears 
in one clause in a sentence while an indicative 
verb appears in another clause. 

Verbs that often (but not always) are followed 
by a verb in the subjunctive include: 
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advise 

ask 

demand 

desire 

insist 

intend 


order require 

prefer suggest 

propose urge 

recommend wish 
regret 
request 


He insisted that she stop smoking. 

The governor is demanding that he resign. 
They asked that you be on time tomorrow. 
We recommend that he be punished. 


times followed by an adverb and a preposition. 
However, its meaning is different from the mean¬ 
ing of the ordinary verb by itself. 


turn 
turn up 

turn out 

turn down 


The car turned left onto a dirt road. 

His brother turned up [=arrived] just 
in time to join them. 

A large crowd turned out 
[=gathered] to see the President. 

She turned down [=rejected] several 
job offers. 


She wishes the teacher were more helpful. 

The subjunctive forms look like ordinary past 
and present verb forms; thus, they are often called 
the past subjunctive and present subjunctive. 
These differ from the simple past and simple 
present in only two ways: (1) In the present sub¬ 
junctive, there is no -s at the end of the third- 
person singular (see the first two sentences 
above). (2) The verb be has only two subjunctive 
forms: be for the present subjunctive (as in the 
third and fourth sentences) and were for the past 
subjunctive (as in the last sentence). 

The present subjunctive actually refers mostly 
to the future. It is generally used in a clause begin¬ 
ning with that (though that may often be omitted). 
She suggested (that) he arrive early. 

He desires that the carpenter leave space for 
another bookcase. 

See Complex Sentences, p. 1945. 

The past subjunctive may refer to the present or 
the past. Like the present subjunctive, it often oc¬ 
curs in a that clause. 

I wish (that) you loved me. 

She wishes (that) she were younger. 

They talked about him as if he weren't even 
in the room. 


The following verbs are the ones that most often 
form part of phrasal verbs. 


break 

go 

set 

bring 

hold 

sit 

carry 

look 

take 

come 

make 

turn 

find 

move 

work 

get 

pick 


give 

put 


The following adverbs and prepositions are those 
that most often form part of phrasal verbs. 

about 

down 

out 

after 

for 

over 

along 

in 

through 

around/ 

into 

to 

round 

off 

up 

away 

on 

with 

back 

onto 


Thus, if you are confused by a sentence, it may 
help to look for these words. In this book, phrasal 
verbs are defined in alphabetical order after the 

main definition(s) of an 

entry and are labeled 

\phrosal verb]. 



Phrasal-verb 

tenses are 

formed like ordinary 


verb tenses. 

They hang out a lot. 


The English subjunctive has always been used 
inconsistently. Native English-speakers often use 
should instead of the present subjunctive and use 
was instead of the past subjunctive’s were. 

She suggested (that) he should arrive early. 

He desires that the carpenter should leave 
space for another bookcase. 

She wishes she was younger. 

They talked about him as if he wasn’t even in 
the room. 

An important use of the past subjunctive is in 
clauses beginning with if. See Conditional Sen¬ 
tences, p. 1950. 


He hung out all day. 

We’ve been hanging out for hours. 

Some phrasal verbs are transitive and some are 
intransitive. 

When did they knock down that house? 

What time do you normally get up ? 

Most transitive phrasal verbs can be separated. 
That is, the direct object may go in the middle of 
the phrasal verb. 

When did they knock that house down ? 

If the object is short (one or two words), it usually 
goes inside the phrasal verb. If it is long, it usually 
follows the phrasal verb. 


Phrasal Verbs 


She let the cat out. 

She let out the children in grades 4 and 5. 


A phrasal verb looks like an ordinary verb fol- If the object is a personal pronoun, it always goes 
lowed by an adverb or a preposition—or some- inside. 
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When did they knock it down ? [not *When 
did they knock down it?*] 

She let them out. Inot *She let out them.*] 

Some transitive phrasal verbs cannot be sepa¬ 
rated. 

We knew we could count on Britain, [not *We 
knew we could count Britain on.*] 

The examples at the individual dictionary entries 
will show whether a particular phrasal verb can 
be separated. 

Intransitive phrasal verbs and three-word phras¬ 


al verbs cannot be separated. 

The truck had broken down in Montreal, [ not 
*The truck had broken in Montreal down.*] 
His sister took up with a new boyfriend, [not 
*His sister took up a new boyfriend with.*] 

And phrasal verbs in the passive voice are never 
separated. 

The problem had been worked out on Friday, 
[ not *The problem had been worked on Fri¬ 
day out.*] 

The baseball game was held up by rain, [not 
*The baseball game was held by rain up.*] 


PHRASES, CLAUSES, AND SENTENCES 

The basic unit of English expression is the sentence. All sentences contain at least one clause, and 
phrases are elements of many clauses and sentences. 


Phrases 


Any group of words that expresses a single idea, 
functions as a single part of speech, and does not 
include both a subject and a predicate is a phrase. 

A noun phrase, like a noun, refers to a person, 
animal, thing, place, quality, action, or idea. Noun 
phrases answer the question “What?” or “Who?” 
A verb phrase expresses an action, an occurrence, 
or a state of being. An adverb phrase usually 
modifies a verb and answers the question 
"When?” “Where?” “How?” “How much?” "How 
long?” or "How often?” An adjective phrase mod¬ 
ifies nouns and pronouns and answers the ques¬ 
tion “What kind?” “How many?” or “Which?” 


noun phrase 


verb phrase 


adverb phrase 
adjective phrase 


He was crowned king of 
France. 

A ton of work was waiting for 
her. 

Dinner was being served. 

They had taken off their 
shoes. 

It must be done with care. 

Last year she married again. 

The article was rather dull. 

They played works by 
Beethoven. 


While a noun phrase will always have a noun in it, 
and a verb phrase will always have a verb in it, ad¬ 
verb and adjective phrases sometimes do not have 
adverbs or adjectives in them. The adverb phrase 
“with care” in the sentence above is made up of 
the preposition with and the noun care. However, 
since "with care” answers the question “How?” 
the phrase is an adverb phrase. 

Many adverb and adjective phrases begin with 


either a preposition or a participle. Such phrases 
are known as prepositional phrases and participi¬ 
al phrases. Notice that these terms describe the 
phrase’s first word rather than its function. 

Prepositional Phrases 

A prepositional phrase is a preposition followed 
by an object. The object is always a noun or a 
noun-equivalent: a noun phrase, a pronoun, a ger¬ 
und, or even a noun clause. A prepositional 
phrase normally follows the word it modifies, 
the causes of the war 
a gift to his mother's favorite charity 
nobody except him 
a good day for flying 

too late for the concert we wanted to hear . 

A prepositional phrase that acts like an adverb 
answers the question “When?” “Where?” “How?” 
“How much?” “How long?” or "How often?” 

I sleep late on Saturdays. 

There’s a woman at the front door. 

They did it for the money. 

You can eat it with your hands. 

A prepositional phrase that acts like an adjec¬ 
tive describes a noun. 

We bought two pounds of cherries. 

Birds with colorful feathers are common here. 
The ice in Antarctica is more than a mile 
deep. 

Participial Phrases 

A participial phrase is a phrase that begins with a 
participle (a verb form that usually ends in -ed or 
-ing) and functions like an adjective. 




They were sitting in a wagon pulled by horses. 
He watched two hawks flying in opposite di¬ 
rections. 

A woman believed to be a spy has just left the 
building. 

Participial phrases, like prepositional phrases, 
usually, but not always, follow the words they 
modify. 

The guy sitting by the window is her boy¬ 
friend. 

The officer injured in the accident was hospi¬ 
talized. 

Lacking a car, she takes the bus to work. 

Notice that most participial phrases could instead 
be included in a subordinate clause beginning 
with who, which, or that. 

The officer who was injured in the accident 
was hospitalized. 

A participial phrase may often be moved within 
a sentence. 

The captain, seeking to beat the speed record, 
had raced through the strait. 

Seeking to beat the speed record, the captain 
had raced through the strait. 

Clauses and Sentences 

A clause is a group of words that contains a sub¬ 
ject and verb. A main (or independent) clause is 
part of a larger sentence but could be used by it¬ 
self as a complete sentence. A subordinate (or de¬ 
pendent) clause cannot form a complete sentence 
by itself. 

A sentence expresses a statement, question, 
command, or wish. It begins with a capital letter 
and ends with a period, question mark, or excla¬ 
mation point. Every sentence has two basic parts: 
a subject, which is a noun, a noun phrase, or a 
pronoun that performs the action of the verb; and 
a predicate, which contains a verb and usually 
other words as well and expresses what is said 
about the subject. (In imperative sentences, the 
subject you is usually absent but understood; see 
p. 1942.) The subject normally comes before the 
predicate, but in questions the verb is normally 
separate from the rest of the predicate and comes 
before the subject. A prepositional phrase may 
sometimes appear before the verb in the normal 
place of the subject. 

She took some coins out of her purse. 

Was she the only student there? 

Shut up or I’ll smack you! 

I wish it would stop raining. 

She likes hip-hop, he likes reggae, and I like 
blues. 
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He knew that the police were looking for 
him. 

In the doorway stood a tall, elegantly dressed 
man. 

A sentence must contain a main clause. Sen¬ 
tences that contain a single clause are called sim¬ 
ple sentences (see the first, second, and seventh 
sentences above). Sentences that contain two or 
more main clauses are called compound sentenc¬ 
es (see the third and fifth sentences). Sentences 
that contain a subordinate clause are called com¬ 
plex sentences (see the fourth and sixth sen¬ 
tence). 

Compound Sentences 

In a compound sentence, the main clauses are 
normally joined with a coordinating conjunction 
(and, or, but) or a semicolon. (For this reason 
these clauses are sometimes referred to as coordi¬ 
nate clauses.) A comma usually (but not always) 
precedes the conjunction. 

The Senate may vote today, or it may wait 
till next week. 

The rain stopped and the children went back 
outside. 

She liked Toyotas, but he preferred Hondas. 
This one is named Lulu; that one is Bobo. 

Complex Sentences 

A sentence in which the main clause has one or 
more subordinate clauses is a complex sentence. 
A main clause may be joined to a subordinate 
clause in different ways. 

A subordinate clause may begin with a subordi¬ 
nating conjunction. The most common subordi¬ 
nating conjunctions (some of which are also used 
as adverbs or prepositions) include: 


after 

since 

where 

although 

so 

whether 

because 

that 

while 

before 

though 

why 

how 

unless 


if 

when 



Show me how you do that. 

I used to ski when 1 lived in Switzerland. 

She doesn't remember where she left the keys. 
Although it was late, he didn't feel tired. 

Stay here while I go and get some food. 

You’ll be assigned to a team since you didn’t 
choose one. 

Unlike the other subordinating conjunctions, that 
can often be omitted. 

The manufacturers claim (that) the drug 
works. 
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For many more examples, see the individual dic¬ 
tionary entries. 

A subordinate clause may also begin with a rela¬ 
tive pronoun. A relative pronoun refers to a noun 
or noun phrase that was mentioned earlier. The 
most important relative pronouns are that, which, 
who, whom, and whose. (Others include whatever, 
whoever, whomever, and whichever.) 

Is there a camera that can take pictures under 
water ? 

They’re all good; the question is which is the 
best. 

The professor who won the award is retiring. 
The clerk whom you spoke to no longer works 
here. 

Do you know whose that is ? 

Who is more common than whom (its object 
form) at the beginning of a subordinate clause. 

Is that the clerk who [=whom] you spoke tot 

The relative pronouns whose and which may 
also act as relative adjectives, which are simply 
adjectives that introduce a subordinate clause. 
That’s the guy whose father is an ambassador. 
It wasn’t obvious which road led back to the 
town. 

Another way to begin a subordinate clause is 
with a relative adverb {an adverb that introduces a 
subordinate clause): where, when, or why. 

They’re particularly interested in Angola, 
where there are large oil deposits. 

In May, when the lilacs bloom, the fragrance 
is heavenly. 

No one really knew why the marriage had 
failed. 

Subordinate clauses that modify nouns or verbs 
(rather than function as objects) may be divided 
into two categories: restrictive clauses and nonre- 
strictive clauses. A restrictive clause identifies the 
noun or verb that precedes it and is needed to un¬ 
derstand which person or thing is meant. 

I preferred the soprano who sang last year. 

The only thing that keeps them together is 
their son. 

A nonrestrictive clause adds information about 
something but is not needed to understand which 
person or thing is meant. 

She had written two books, which had been 
fairly successful. 

My uncle, who I haven’t seen in years, works 
for the government. 

Nonrestrictive clauses are separated from the rest 
of the sentence by one or two commas; restrictive 
clauses are not separated from the rest of the sen¬ 
tence by commas. 


Which may refer to an entire main clause. 

He moved out of the apartment the next day, 
which was fine with her. 

She ignored my advice, which surprised me. 

When a restrictive clause begins with a relative 
pronoun or relative adverb, the pronoun or ad¬ 
verb can often be omitted. 

The reason ( that ) he gave wasn’t convincing. 
That was the year (when) I went to Romania. 
She just needs a place (where) she can study. 

This is never possible in nonrestrictive clauses, or 
in clauses where the pronoun is the subject. 

He had a magazine, which he had finished 
reading, [not *He had a magazine, he had 
finished reading.*] 

They’re the relatives who raised me. [not 
*They’re the relatives raised me.*] 

A special kind of restrictive clause, known as an 
infinitive clause, begins with a to infinitive (the ba¬ 
sic form of a verb preceded by to). 

She liked to hike in the Scottish Highlands. 

It was always fun to work on puzzles together. 

For more examples, see Infinitives, p. 1940. 

Finally, clauses that begin with if are known as 
conditional clauses. 

If the day is sunny, the ceremony will be held 
outdoors. 

See Conditional Sentences, p. 1950. 


Questions _ 

As stated above, a sentence expresses a statement, 
wish, command, or question. Sentences that ex¬ 
press statements or wishes are declarative ; sen¬ 
tences that express commands are imperative-, and 
sentences that express questions are interrogative. 
Since questions have a unique form, we will dis¬ 
cuss them explicitly here. 

Unlike declarative and imperative sentences, 
which end in either a period or exclamation point, 
a question ends with a question mark (?). 

Questions are used to ask something. Many 
questions can be answered with either “yes” or 
“no”; these are called yes/no questions. All yes/no 
questions begin with an auxiliary verb or with a 
form of be. 

Should that door be open? (No, it shouldn’t.) 

Did the prime minister speak yesterday? (Yes, 

she did.) 

Has he talked to his doctor? (No, he hasn’t.) 

May I call you sometime? (Yes, you may.) 

Was there enough food? (No, there wasn’t.) 
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Notice that the answers to yes/no questions (such 
as those in parentheses above) often repeat the 
auxiliary verb but rarely repeat the main verb ex¬ 
cept when it is be. 

Yes/no questions normally look like ordinary 
declarative sentences with the words in a different 
order. 

(It’s late.) Is it late? 

(The streets were empty.) Were the streets 
empty? 

(Their prices are high.) Are their prices high? 

If the declarative sentence has only one verb and 
it is not a form of be, the question must start with 
a form of do or, in the future tense, will: that is, 
did (or didn’t ) for the past tense, does or do (or 
doesn’t or don’t) for the present tense, and will (or 
won’t) for the future tense. Since do and will ex¬ 
press the tense, the main verb appears as an infin¬ 
itive. 

(He finally got married.) Did he finally get 
married? 

(She knows him well.) Does she know him 
well? 

(They fly north in April.) Do they fly north in 
April? 

(I will leave tomorrow.) Will you leave to¬ 
morrow? 

If the declarative sentence includes an auxiliary 
verb (be, have, do, or a modal verb), that verb is 
usually moved to the beginning. 

(The Yankees are losing.) Are the Yankees 
losing? 

(Everyone has gone.) Has everyone gone? 

(It actually did happen.) Did it actually hap¬ 
pen? 

(He’ll be back soon.) Will he be back soon? 
(That would work better.) Would that work 
better? 

(The boys can have those.) Can the boys 
have those? 

Must is often replaced by a form of do followed by 
have to. 

(Every student must take a few science class¬ 
es.) Does every student have to take a few 
science classes? 

A question in which have or do is an independent 
verb (rather than an auxiliary verb) begins with 
an auxiliary verb. 

(They usually have trouble at customs.) Do 
they usually have trouble at customs? 

(The hurricane did a lot of damage.) Did the 
hurricane do a lot of damage? 

Questions that cannot be answered with “yes” 
or “no” usually begin with an interrogative adjec¬ 


tive, adverb, or pronoun: when, what, where, who, 
whom, whose, why, which, or how. Such questions 
do not simply reorder the words of a declarative 
sentence. 

(I liked that one best.) Which one did you 
like best? 

(She wants the blue one.) Which one does 
she want? 

(I’ll park the car here.) Where will you park 
the car? 

(Fifteen were missing.) How many were miss¬ 
ing? 

(They’ve visited twice.) How often have they 
visited? 

(You should go in an hour.) When should I 
go? 

As shown in these sentences, an auxiliary verb still 
normally precedes the subject in such questions. 
But if an interrogative pronoun or adjective (usu¬ 
ally who, what, which, or whose) refers to the sub¬ 
ject of the sentence, no auxiliary verb is needed. 
Who wants the last beer? 

Which was the right answer? 

Which cat is sick? 

What trail leads down the mountain? 

Whose team finally won? 

Yes/no questions are often worded negatively. 
(See Negation, p. 1948.) Negative questions do not 
mean that the speaker thinks the answer is “no”; 
in fact, people usually ask negative questions 
when they think the answer will be “yes.” In nega¬ 
tive questions, not follows the auxiliary verb; it is 
almost always contracted to -n't. 

Won’t it be difficult? (Yes, it probably will.) 
Weren’t the potatoes good? (Yes, they were 
delicious.) 

Wouldn’t they prefer to see a movie? (Yes, 
they probably would.) 

Didn’t your friends go with you? (Yes, two of 
them did.) 

A positively worded question usually indicates 
that the speaker truly has no idea what the answer 
is. 

Will you be at the party? (Yes, I’m planning 
to go. or No, I have other plans.) 

In conversation and informal messages, declara¬ 
tive sentences often end with a short question 
called a tag question. 

We don’t have time, do we? [=Do we have 
time?] 

If the main clause is negative, the tag question 
must be positive. If the main clause is positive, the 
tag question must be negative. A noun subject in 
the main clause is replaced by a pronoun in the 
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tag question. If the sentence begins with there or 
it, there or it is repeated in the tag question. The 
verb in the tag question is always an auxiliary 
verb. If there is an auxiliary verb in the main 
clause, it is repeated in the tag question; if the 
main clause has no auxiliary verb, the tag ques¬ 
tion uses a form of do. 

John wouldn’t mind, would he? [=Would 
John mind?] 

They’ll all be there, won’t they? [=Won’t they 
all be there?] 

There isn’t any tea, is there? [=Is there any 
tea?] 


It was cold, wasn’t it? [=Wasn’t it cold?] 

Elena retired last year, didn’t she? [=Didn’t 
Elena retire last year?] 

You work in Singapore, don’t you? [=Don’t 
you work in Singapore?] 

In conversation, a declarative sentence can be 
turned into a question by simply ending the sen¬ 
tence with rising intonation in the voice. In writ¬ 
ing, this is shown by using a question mark rather 
than a period. 

They’re going to shut down the company? 


OTHER GRAMMAR TOPICS 


Possession 


The normal way to show possession is to add -Is 
or -’ to the end of the name or noun. A singular 
noun normally takes -Is. A plural noun that ends 
in an /s/ or /z/ sound takes simply -’. A noun with 
an irregular plural takes -Is. 
the cat’s tail 
Marcos’s teacher 
the Beatles’ second drummer 
the children Is cookies 

A possessive adjective (see p. 1933) or posses¬ 
sive pronoun (p. 1928) can often be used instead 
of a name or noun. 

Lisa took her grandmother to the fair. 

Our car needs to be replaced. 

The dog has lost its collar. 

The last house on the street is theirs. 

Yours is newer than mine. 

Note that the possessive adjective its has no apos¬ 
trophe. It’s (with an apostrophe) is a contraction 
of “it is” (“It’s getting late”) or “it has” (“It’s gotten 
late”). 

A less common and more formal way to show 
possession is with of. Of is normally used when a 
thing, rather than a person or animal, has posses¬ 
sion. 

the campus of the university =the university’s 
campus 

the role of the government =the government’s 
role 

Of is rarely used to show possession of something 
that can be touched or held. 

Mrs. Klein’s cat [not *the cat of Mrs. Klein*] 


Apposition _ 

When two nouns or noun phrases appear next to 
each other and refer to the same thing, the two 
are said to be in apposition to one another. 

Cairo, Africa’s largest city, is the cultural cen¬ 
ter of the Arab world. 

A fluent speaker of Finnish, Sirpa was very 
helpful with the tourists. 

The choir performed “Elijah Rock,” a spiritu¬ 
al arranged by Moses Hogan. 

They interviewed the novelist J. K. Rowling. 

Negation _ 

A negative statement expresses denial or refusal. 
To negate a statement is to change its meaning so 
that it is negative; this process is called negation. 
A small group of words is used for negation, and 
all of them start with «-. 

Not is the most common negating word. It is 
normally used with a verb as part of a contraction 
(isn’t, shouldn't, etc.) in spoken English. Not can 
be used to negate nouns, verbs, adjectives, and ad¬ 
verbs. 

He isn't a Catholic. 

She’s not going anywhere. 

Those aren ’t blue. 

They hoped it wasn’t too long. 

The other negating words are no, none, nothing, 
nobody, no one, nowhere, and never. 

Nobody told me about it. 

There’ll be nothing left for us. 

It never happened. 




See the individual dictionary entries for many 
more examples of how these words are used. 

Negating a sentence in the simple present or 
simple past tense requires a form of do with not. 
These colors don’t match. 

The bus didn't arrive on time. 

In sentences with modal verbs, not follows the 
modal verb immediately, often forming a contrac¬ 
tion. 

It can’t be true. 

The children shouldn’t stay out too late. 

The train won’t leave until 4:10. 

The same is true for the other auxiliary verbs. 
They aren't coming this spring. 

She hadn’t traveled in Africa since she was in 
college. 

He doesn't work there with us anymore. 

Only one negative word is required to make a 
clause negative. Using two negative words in a 
clause produces an error called a double negative. 
I don’t know anything about it. or I know 
nothing about it. [not *1 don’t know nothing 
about it.*] 

However, a sentence with more than one clause 
can have more than one negation. 

I’ve never heard that, and I don’t believe it. 
She won’t tell us who wasn’t there. 

Three common adverbs— hardly, barely, and 
scarcely —may have the effect of negation; they 
should not be used with another negative word. 

I can barely hear you. [not *1 can't barely 
hear you.*] 

There’s hardly any time left, [ not *There isn’t 
hardly any time left.*] 

She had been gone scarcely five minutes, [not 
*She hadn't been gone scarcely five min¬ 
utes.*] 


Comparison 


In grammar, comparison means stating that some¬ 
thing has more or less of a quality or amount than 
something else has. 


Comparisons of Quality 

To compare a quality that is possessed by two 
nouns (or noun phrases or pronouns) or two 
verbs, we use the comparative form of an adjec¬ 
tive or adverb, which is normally formed by add¬ 
ing -er to a one-syllable adjective or adverb and to 
many two-syllable adjectives and adverbs. If the 
word ends with a short vowel and a consonant and 
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is accented on the last syllable, the final conso¬ 
nant of the adjective or adverb is usually doubled. 
If the word ends in a silent -e, the -e is omitted. If 
it ends in -y, the y usually changes to i. 

smart (adj.) She’s no smarter than me. 

fat (adj.) He's fatter than he used to be. 

late (adj.) It’s later than I thought, 

early (adj. or adv.)They took an earlier train. 

I arrived earlier than they did. 

For longer adjectives (including many two- 
syllable adjectives) and almost all adverbs, the 
comparative is formed by using more or less in¬ 
stead. 

patriotic (adj.) He's more patriotic than his 
brother. 

traditional (adj.) Their Easter service is less 
traditional than ours. 

readily (adv.) He responded less readily this 
time than before. 

harshly (adv.) The older kids were punished 
more harshly. 

More and less are never used with an adjective or 
adverb with an added -er ending. 

This test was easier than the last one. [not 
*This test was more easier than the last 
one.*] 

Notice that than always comes between the two 
items being compared. But if one item was men¬ 
tioned previously, a than phrase may not be need¬ 
ed. 

They drank all the wine almost immediately; 
the liquor lasted longer. 

When comparing three or more things, we use 
the superlative form. For a short adjective or ad¬ 
verb, the superlative is normally formed by add¬ 
ing -est. For longer words, we instead use most or 
least. The almost always precedes a superlative ad¬ 
jective and often precedes a superlative adverb. 

smart (adj.) This paper was written by the 

smartest student. 

neurotic (adj.) She’s the least neurotic person 
in the world. 

early (adj. or adv.)They took the earliest train. 

Who got up (the) earliest ? 
readily (adv.) Oranges are most readily 
available in winter here. 

Most and least are never used before an adjective 
or adverb with an -est ending. 

That was the hardest part of the exam, [ not 
*That was the most hardest part of the ex¬ 
am.*] 

The normal comparative and superlative forms 
for adjectives and adverbs are shown at their indi¬ 
vidual dictionary entries. The labels [more most 
~] are used for adjectives and adverbs that use 
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more and most as their comparative and superla¬ 
tive forms. The labels [also more most ~] and [or 
more most ~] are used for adjectives and ad¬ 
verbs that can be used with the normal compara¬ 
tive and superlative forms but that often or some¬ 
times use more and most as their comparative and 
superlative forms instead. 

A few common adjectives and adverbs have ir¬ 
regular comparative and superlative forms. 


basic form 

comparative 

superlative 

good (adj.) 

better 

best 

well (adv.) 

better 

best 

bad (adj. or adv.) 

worse 

worst 

badly (adv.) 

worse 

worst 

little (adj. or adv.) 

less 

least 

much (adj. or adv.) 

more 

most 

some (adj.) 

more 

most 

many (adj.) 

more 

most 

far (adj. or adv.) 

further/ 

furthest/ 


farther 

farthest 


To say that two qualities are equal, we use as 
. . . as with the adjective or adverb (or the adjec¬ 
tive or adverb phrase) between the two words. 
She’s almost as old as her aunt. 

My pickup isn't as easy to drive as my car. 
They’re not as happy with it as they used to 
be. 

Comparisons of Quantity 

To compare the amount or number of things, we 
use more, most, less, least, and other words to 
modify nouns (rather than adjectives or adverbs). 
For greater amounts or numbers, we use more 
and (the) most. For smaller amounts or numbers, 
we use fewer and (the) fewest for count nouns, and 
less and (the) least for noncount nouns. 

This box holds more discs than that one. 

Who Owns the most land? 

There were ten fewer accidents this year. 
February has the fewest days. 

Kuwait has less oil than Iraq. 

Fie always tries to do the least work possible. 

However, for numbers that are thought of as mak¬ 
ing up a single sum or a whole, it is normal to use 
less rather than fewer. 

She had less than $30 in her purse. 

You can’t join if you’re less than 21 years old. 

Because of this, even native English speakers of¬ 
ten use less/fewer and least/fewest inconsistently. 

More and less can also be used to compare 
amounts of an activity. 

She worries about it more than I do. 

Each year they travel less than the year be¬ 
fore. 


To say that two quantities are equal, we use as 
many ... as or as few ... as for count nouns, and 
as much .. .as or as little . . . as for noncount 
nouns. 

You don’t have as many cousins as he does. 

I never made as much money as she made. 

As much as and as little as (with no word in the 
middle) can also be used to compare quantities of 
an activity. 

He doesn't run as much as I do. 


Conditional Sentences 

An important type of subordinate clause (see p. 
1945) begins with the conjunction if. //clauses are 
used to say that something is true or likely or val¬ 
id only under certain conditions. They are also 
used for talking about things that failed to happen 
in the past and things that cannot be true. Since 
sentences with if clauses talk about situations that 
require certain conditions, they are called condi¬ 
tional sentences. 

Conditional sentences may use different combi¬ 
nations of verb tenses. The verb form used in the 
if clause depends on whether the clause is talking 
about a condition in the past, the present, or the 
future, or about something that is always true. 
The verb form in the main clause depends on 
these same things, and may also depend on which 
verb form is used in the if clause. 

The simplest conditional sentences are about 
the present or the future. They express a result 
that occurs, or will occur, when the condition in 
the if clause is true. 

If it rains today, I’ll cut the grass tomorrow. 

Sentences of this type generally use the present 
tense in the if clause and the future tense (with ei¬ 
ther will or going to) in the main clause. Unless can 
be used instead of if. . . not. 

We are going to go tomorrow if the weather is 
not bad. 

We are going to go tomorrow unless the 
weather is bad. 

See the entry for unless for more examples. 

To speak of a condition that is not true, the if 
clause uses the past subjunctive, and the main 
clause uses would. 

If he were a better listener, he would remem¬ 
ber what you said. 

I would order something if there were any¬ 
thing good on the menu. 

If you respected me, you’d take off that ridic¬ 
ulous hat. 

To discuss something that failed to happen, or 
something that is believed to be impossible, the if 




clause uses the past perfect tense, and the main 
clause uses a modal perfect (see p. 1939). 

If it had snowed any more, we couldn't have 
driven home. 

I might have called if I had known you were 
here. 

If they had had more time, they would have 
finished. 

To discuss a future possibility, an if clause may 
use were to with the infinitive. 

If he were to die. who would inherit the 
house? 


Reporting Speech and 
Writing _ 

There are two ways to report what another person 
has said or written. One way, called direct speech 
or quotation, repeats the exact language, enclosed 
in quotation marks. 

He added, “I really have to leave soon.” 

“It’s an absolute disaster,” she said, “the 
worst we've ever seen.” 

The hospital’s report began: “The senator’s 
condition has improved slightly overnight.” 

See also Quotation Marks, p. 1972. 

The other way to report what another person 
has said or written, called indirect speech, puts 
the meaning of the person’s words, rather than the 
precise words, into a subordinate clause. 

(“We have cows and a peach orchard.”) She 
says (that) they have cows and a peach or¬ 
chard. /She said (that) they had cows and a 
peach orchard. 

As shown by the parentheses around it, the subor¬ 
dinating conjunction that often introduces indi¬ 
rect speech but is usually not required. (See Com¬ 
plex Sentences, p. 1945.) Notice that the original 
speech uses the present tense (“have"), but when 
the verb used to report the indirect speech is in 
the past tense, the tense of the indirect speech 
normally changes also. 

The verb used to report indirect speech may be 
in the present tense when what is being reported 
was said recently or is from a piece of writing. 
(“I’m calling them weekly.”) He says (that) he 
is calling them weekly. 

(“Home prices have risen 6 percent since last 
year.”) The report says (that) home prices 
have risen 6 percent since last year. 

Notice that the verb in the indirect speech does 
not change. 

More commonly, however, the verb used to re¬ 
port indirect speech is in the past tense and causes 
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the verb in the indirect speech to change. The list 
below shows how the original tense usually chang¬ 
es when it is reported with a verb in the past tense 
in the normal way. 


original tense 

present 

present perfect 
present progressive 
future with will 
future with be going 
to 

past 

imperfect 
past perfect 


after “said,” “asked,” etc. 

present or past 
past perfect 
imperfect 
would + infinitive 
was/were going to + 
infinitive 

past or past perfect 
imperfect or past perfect 
progressive 
(no change) 


(“She is doing very well.”) The teacher said 
(that) she is doing very well, or The teacher 
said (that) she was doing very well. 

(“We’ve tried everything.”) They said (that) 
they had tried everything. 

(“When are you coming!' ’) She asked when 
we were coming. 

(“We will make a large profit next year.”) The 
company said (that) it would make a large 
profit next year. 

(“The boat is going to leave without us!”) He 
yelled that the boat was going to leave without 
us. 

(“She failed her exams last month.”) She told 
me (that) she failed her exams last month, or 
She told me (that) she had failed her exams 
last month. 

(“He was sleeping when I called.”) He said 
(that) he was sleeping when I called, or He 
said (that) he had been sleeping when I 
called. 

(“They had left just a few minutes earlier.”) 
Someone said (that) they had left just a few 
minutes earlier. 


Notice that in indirect speech a period replaces 
any question mark or exclamation mark at the 
end. 

Reporting a spoken or written sentence that in¬ 
cludes a modal verb requires the following chang¬ 
es. 


original 

can 

may 

must 

shall 

will 


after “said,” “asked,” etc. 
could 

might or could 
had to 
would 
would 


(“Charles must go back immediately.”) He 
said that Charles had to go back immediately. 
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(“The situation won’t be getting better soon.”) 
She wrote that the situation wouldn’t be get¬ 
ting better soon. 

However, if the person being quoted spoke re¬ 
cently, or if a document is being quoted, “says," 
“asks,” etc., may be used, in which case the 
present tense can also be used in the indirect 
speech. 

He says that Charles must go back immedi¬ 
ately. 

She writes that the situation won't be getting 
better soon. 

The other modal verbs {ought, could, might, 
should, and would) and the near-modal verb have 
to usually employ the same verb for the past tense. 
(“I could take the job in Uruguay instead.”) 
He said he could take the job in Uruguay in¬ 
stead. 

(“We have to make a decision this year.”) 

They told me that they had to make a deci¬ 
sion this year. 

There are three cases in which the tense in indi¬ 
rect speech often does not change: (1) when the 
speech reported is something that is true all the 
time, (2) when the speech is reported immediately 
and concerns something not yet in the past, and 
(3) when the speech uses the future to make a pre¬ 
diction. 

(“Global warming affects everyone.”) He 
agreed that global warming affects everyone. 
(“The train is about to depart.”) She just told 
me the train is about to depart. 

(“She’// be very successful in life.”) He said 
she’// be very successful in life. 

Questions in indirect speech are treated in two 
different ways. For a yes/no question (see p. 1946), 
the reporting clause begins with if or whether 
(these two words have the same meaning in such 
sentences) and the verb appears in regular sen¬ 
tence order. 

(“Do you eat meat?”) She asked if l eatlate 
meat. 


(“Can you stay any longer?”) He asked 
whether I could stay any longer. 

If the question begins with when, which, why, 
who, whose, what, where, or how, the reported 
question uses the same word but puts the verb af¬ 
ter the subject. 

(“ Where is my coat?”) She asked where her 
coat was. 

(“How long have you lived here?”) He asked 
me how long I had lived here. 

A command, instruction, or invitation is report¬ 
ed as an infinitive with to. 

(“Get out.’’) He told us to get out. 

(“Add a cup of chopped dates.”) The instruc¬ 
tions said to add a cup of chopped dates. 

Omitted Words _ 

English sentences usually omit a word when the 
same word is used either earlier or later in the sen¬ 
tence. The omitted word may be a noun, pronoun, 
verb, adjective (including an article), adverb, 
preposition, or conjunction. The word normally 
would have followed and, or, or but. (When a 
noun is omitted, it often would have preceded the 
conjunction.) 

No one could lift the largest (stones) and 
heaviest stones. 

He closed the window and (he) turned out 
the light. 

In the evening she liked to read or (liked to) 
play the piano. 

A horse or (a) cow had knocked down the 
gate. 

The speech was very long and (very) boring. 
Most of the oil came from Nigeria or (from) 
Angola. 

They were offered a choice: pasta, (or) pota¬ 
toes, or rice. 

A word should only be omitted when the words 
that are being linked represent the same part of 
speech (largest/heaviest, closed/tumed out, horse! 
cow, etc.). 




Irregular Verbs 

The following list shows the infinitive, past-tense, and past-participle forms for the irregular verbs in 
this dictionary. All verbs with the same final element are grouped together; thus, outdo, overdo, redo, 
and undo all appear immediately after do rather than in alphabetical order. 

A regular English verb forms its past tense and past participle by adding -ed to its infinitive: for exam¬ 
ple, trust (“We trust her”), trusted (“In those days we trusted her”), trusted (“We have always trusted 
her”). A verb is considered regular if, when the -ed is added, 

• the infinitive’s final consonant is doubled (stop, stopped, stopped) 

• its final silent -e is dropped (die, died, died) 

• its final -y changes to (hurry, hurried, hurried) 

■ its final -c changes to -ck- (panic, panicked, panicked) 

A verb is considered irregular if 

• either the past tense or the past participle lacks -ed (swim, swam, swum; mean, meant, meant) 

■ either the past tense or the past participle has a variant form that lacks -ed (bum, burned or 
burnt, burned or burnt) 




PAST 

INFINITIVE 

PAST 

PARTICIPLE 

be 

was, were 

been 

bear 

bore 

borne 

■"forbear 

forbore 

forborne 

beat 

beat 

beaten or chiefly 
US beat 

*browbeat 

browbeat 

browbeaten 

begin 

began 

begun 

bend 

bent 

bent 

■"unbend 

unbent 

unbent 

beseech 

besought or 

besought or 


beseeched 

beseeched 

bet 

bet also betted 

bet also betted 

bid (to express) 

bade or bid 

bidden or bid 

■"forbid 

forbade or 
forbad 

forbidden 

bid (to offer) 

bid 

bid 

■"outbid 

outbid 

outbid 

bind 

bound 

bound 

■"unbind 

unbound 

unbound 

bite 

bit 

bitten 

bleed 

bled 

bled 

blow 

blew 

blown 

break 

broke 

broken 

■"housebreak 

housebroke 

housebroken 

breed 

bred 

bred 

■"crossbreed 

crossbred 

crossbred 

■"interbreed 

interbred 

interbred 

bring 

brought 

brought 

build 

built 

built 

■"rebuild 

rebuilt 

rebuilt 

burn 

burned or 
burnt 

burned or burnt 

■"sunburn 

sunburned or 

sunburned or 


sunburnt 

sunburnt 

burst 

burst also 
bursted 

burst also bursted 




PAST 

INFINITIVE 

PAST 

PARTICIPLE 

bust 

busted also Brit 

busted also Brit 


bust 

bust 

buy 

bought 

bought 

cast 

cast 

cast 

■"broadcast 

broadcast 

broadcast 

■"forecast 

forecast also 

forecast also 


forecasted 

forecasted 

■"miscast 

miscast 

miscast 

■"recast 

recast 

recast 

■"telecast 

telecast 

telecast 

■"typecast 

typecast 

typecast 

catch 

caught 

caught 

cc 

cc’d 

cc’d 

choose 

chose 

chosen 

cleave (to 

cleaved or clove 

cleaved 

adhere) 
cleave (to split) 

cleaved also 

cleaved also cleft 


cleft or clove 

or cloven 

cling 

clung 

clung 

clothe 

clothed also 

clothed also clad 


clad 


come 

came 

come 

■"become 

became 

become 

■"overcome 

overcame 

overcome 

cost 

cost 

cost 

creep 

crept 

crept 

cut 

cut 

cut 

■"undercut 

undercut 

undercut 

deal 

dealt 

dealt 

dig 

dug 

dug 

dive 

dived or chiefly 

dived or chiefly US 


US dove 

dove 

do 

did 

done 

■"outdo 

outdid 

outdone 

■"overdo 

overdid 

overdone 

■"redo 

redid 

redone 
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PAST 


INFINITIVE 

PAST 

PARTICIPLE 

‘undo 

undid 

undone 

draw 

drew 

drawn 

‘overdraw 

overdrew 

overdrawn 

‘redraw 

redrew 

redrawn 

‘withdraw 

withdrew 

withdrawn 

dream 

dreamed or 

dreamed or 


dreamt 

dreamt 

drink 

drank 

drunk 

drive 

drove 

driven 

‘test-drive 

test-drove 

test-driven 

dwell 

dwelled or 
dwelt 

dwelled or dwelt 

eat 

ate 

eaten 

‘overeat 

overate 

overeaten 

fall 

fell 

fallen 

‘befall 

befell 

befallen 

feed 

fed 

fed 

‘bottle-feed 

bottle-fed 

bottle-fed 

‘force-feed 

force-fed 

force-fed 

‘overfeed 

overfed 

overfed 

‘spoon-feed 

spoon-fed 

spoon-fed 

feel 

felt 

felt 

fight 

fought 

fought 

find 

found 

found 

fit (to be right) 

fitted or chiefly 

fitted or chiefly 


US fit 

US fit 

flee 

fled 

fled 

fling 

flung 

flung 

fly 

flew 

flown 

‘overfly 

overflew 

overflown 

forsake 

forsook 

forsaken 

freeze 

froze 

frozen 

‘unfreeze 

unfroze 

unfrozen 

get 

got 

got or US gotten 

‘beget 

begot also 
begat 

begotten or begot 

‘forget 

forgot 

forgotten or 
forgot 

gild 

gilded or gilt 

gilded or gilt 

gird 

girded also girt 

girded also girt 

give 

gave 

given 

‘forgive 

forgave 

forgiven 

go 

went 

gone 

‘forgo 

forwent 

forgone 

‘undergo 

underwent 

undergone 

grind 

ground 

ground 

grow 

grew 

grown 

‘outgrow 

outgrew 

outgrown 

‘overgrow 

overgrew 

overgrown 

hang (to 
suspend) 

hung or hanged 

hung or hanged 

‘overhang 

overhung 

overhung 

have 

had 

had 

hear 

heard 

heard 

‘mishear 

misheard 

misheard 

‘overhear 

overheard 

overheard 

heave 

heaved also 
hove 

heaved also hove 

hew 

hewed 

hewed or hewn 

hide 

hid 

hidden or hid 

hit 

hit 

hit 

‘switch-hit 

switch-hit 

switch-hit 

hold 

held 

held 


PAST 

INFINITIVE PAST PARTICIPLE 

*behold beheld beheld 

*uphold upheld upheld 

‘withhold withheld withheld 

hurt hurt hurt 

keep kept kept 

kneel knelt also knelt also chiefly 

chiefly US US kneeled 

kneeled 

knit knit or knitted knit or knitted 

know knew known 

lay laid laid 

‘inlay inlaid inlaid 

*mislay mislaid mislaid 

‘overlay overlaid overlaid 

‘underlay underlaid underlaid 

‘waylay waylaid waylaid 

lead led led 

‘mislead misled misled 

lean leaned or Brit leaned or Brit leant 

leant 

leap leapt or leaped leapt or leaped 

learn learned also learned also chiefly 

chiefly Brit Brit learnt 

learnt 

leave left left 

lend lent lent 

let let let 

‘sublet sublet sublet 

lie (to recline) lay lain 

‘overlie overlay overlain 

‘underlie underlay underlain 

light lighted or lit lighted or lit 

‘spotlight spotlighted or spotlighted or 

spotlit spotlit 

lose lost lost 

make made made 

‘remake remade remade 

mean meant meant 

meet met met 

mow mowed mowed or mown 

offset offset offset 

pay paid paid 

‘overpay overpaid overpaid 

‘prepay prepaid prepaid 

‘repay repaid repaid 

‘underpay underpaid underpaid 

plead pleaded or pled pleaded or pled 

prove proved proved or chiefly 

US proven 

‘disprove disproved or disproved or chiefly 

chiefly US US disproven 

disproven 

put put put 

‘input inputted or inputted or input 

input 

‘output output output 

quit quit also quit also quitted 

quitted 

read read read 

‘lip-read lip-read lip-read 

‘misread misread misread 

‘proofread proofread proofread 

‘reread reread reread 



Irregular Verbs 1955 


PAST 


INFINITIVE 

PAST 

PARTICIPLE 

*sight-read 

sight-read 

sight-read 

rend 

rent also US 

rent also US 


rended 

rended 

rid 

rid also ridded 

rid also ridded 

ride 

rode 

ridden 

"■override 

overrode 

overridden 

ring (to sound) 

rang 

rung 

rise 

rose 

risen 

*arise 

arose 

arisen 

run 

ran 

run 

‘outrun 

outran 

outrun 

‘overrun 

overran 

overrun 

‘rerun 

reran 

rerun 

saw 

sawed 

sawed or Brit 

sawn 

say 

said 

said 

see 

saw 

seen 

‘foresee 

foresaw 

foreseen 

‘oversee 

oversaw 

overseen 

seek 

sought 

sought 

sell 

sold 

sold 

‘outsell 

outsold 

outsold 

‘oversell 

oversold 

oversold 

‘resell 

resold 

resold 

‘undersell 

undersold 

undersold 

send 

sent 

sent 

set 

set 

set 

‘beset 

beset 

beset 

‘inset 

inset 

inset 

‘reset 

reset 

reset 

‘upset 

upset 

upset 

sew 

sewed 

sewn or sewed 

shake 

shook 

shaken 

shave 

shaved 

shaved or shaven 

shear 

sheared 

sheared or shorn 

shed 

shed 

shed 

shine 

shone or chiefly 

shone or chiefly 


US shined 

US shined 

‘outshine 

outshone or 

outshone or 


outshined 

outshined 

shit 

shit or shat 

shit or shat 

shoe 

shod also 

shod also chiefly 


chiefly US 
shoed 

US shoed 

shoot 

shot 

shot 

‘overshoot 

overshot 

overshot 

show 

showed 

shown or showed 

shrink 

shrank or 

shrunk or 


shrunk 

shrunken 

shut 

shut 

shut 

sing 

sang or sung 

sung 

sink 

sank or sunk 

sunk 

sit 

sat 

sat 

‘babysit 

babysat 

babysat 

‘resit 

resat 

resat 

slay 

slew also slayed 

slain 

sleep 

slept 

slept 

‘oversleep 

overslept 

overslept 

slide 

slid 

slid 

‘backslide 

backslid 

backslid 

sling 

slung 

slung 

slink 

slunk also US 

slunk also US 


slinked 

slinked 


INFINITIVE 

PAST 

PAST 

PARTICIPLE 

slit 

slit 

slit 

smell 

smelled or Brit 

smelled or Brit 


smelt 

smelt 

smite 

smote 

smitten 

sneak 

sneaked or 

sneaked or chiefly 


chiefly US 

US snuck 

sow 

snuck 

sowed 

sown or sowed 

speak 

spoke 

spoken 

‘bespeak 

bespoke 

bespoken 

speed 

sped or speeded 

sped or speeded 

spell 

spelled or 

spelled or chiefly 


chiefly Brit 

Brit spelt 

‘misspell 

spelt 

misspelled or 

misspelled or 


chiefly Brit 

chiefly Brit 


misspelt 

misspelt 

spend 

spent 

spent 

‘misspend 

misspent 

misspent 

‘outspend 

outspent 

outspent 

‘overspend 

overspent 

overspent 

spill 

chiefly US 

chiefly US spilled 


spilled or 

or chiefly Brit 


chiefly Brit 

spilt 

spin 

spilt 

spun 

spun 

spit (to eject 

spat or chiefly 

spat or chiefly US 

saliva) 

US spit 

spit 

split 

split 

split 

spoil 

spoiled or 

spoiled or chiefly 


chiefly Brit 

Brit spoilt 

spread 

spoilt 

spread 

spread 

spring 

sprang or 

sprung 

stand 

sprung 

stood 

stood 

‘misunderstand 

misunderstood 

misunderstood 

‘understand 

understood 

understood 

‘withstand 

withstood 

withstood 

stave 

staved also 

staved also stove 

steal 

stove 

stole 

stolen 

stick 

stuck 

stuck 

sting 

stung 

stung 

stink 

stank or stunk 

stunk 

strew 

strewed 

strewed or strewn 

‘bestrew 

bestrewed 

bestrewn or 

stride 

strode 

bestrewed 

stridden 

‘bestride 

bestrode 

bestridden 

strike 

struck 

struck also 

string 

strung 

stricken 

strung 

‘hamstring 

hamstrung 

hamstrung 

strive 

strove also 

striven or strived 

swear 

strived 

swore 

sworn 

‘forswear 

forswore 

forsworn 

sweat 

sweat or 

sweat or sweated 

sweep 

sweated 

swept 

swept 

swell 

swelled 

swelled or swollen 

swim 

swam 

swum 





1956 Irregular Verbs 




PAST 

INFINITIVE 

PAST 

PARTICIPLE 

swing 

swung 

swung 

take 

took 

taken 

■"mistake 

mistook 

mistaken 

■"overtake 

overtook 

overtaken 

‘partake 

partook 

partaken 

■"retake 

retook 

retaken 

‘undertake 

undertook 

undertaken 

teach 

taught 

taught 

tear (to rip) 

tore 

torn 

tell 

told 

told 

‘foretell 

foretold 

foretold 

‘retell 

retold 

retold 

think 

thought 

thought 

‘rethink 

rethought 

rethought 

thrive 

thrived or 

thrived also 


old-fashioned 

old-fashioned 


throve 

thriven 

throw 

threw 

thrown 

‘overthrow 

overthrew 

overthrown 

thrust 

thrust 

thrust 

tread 

trod also 

trodden or trod 


treaded 


PAST 


INFINITIVE 

PAST 

PARTICIPLE 

wake 

woke also 

woken or waked 


waked 

also woke 

‘awake 

awoke 

awoken 

wear 

wore 

worn 

weave 

wove or weaved 

woven or weaved 

‘interweave 

interwove 

interwoven 

wed 

wedded also 
wed 

wedded also wed 

weep 

wept 

wept 

wet 

wet or wetted 

wet or wetted 

win 

won 

won 

wind (to 
encircle) 

wound 

wound 

‘rewind 

rewound 

rewound 

‘unwind 

unwound 

unwound 

wring 

wrung 

wrung 

write 

wrote 

written 

‘ghostwrite 

ghostwrote 

ghostwritten 

‘overwrite 

overwrote 

overwritten 

‘rewrite 

rewrote 

rewritten 

‘underwrite 

underwrote 

underwritten 





Contractions 


English-speakers very often shorten (or contract) nine common words in speech. Eight are verbs: have, 
has, had, is, am, are, will, and would. One is an adverb: not. These words are also often shortened in infor¬ 
mal writing. The shortened form of the word is attached to the word that comes before it; in writing, an 
apostrophe (’) takes the place of the omitted letters. 

The table below shows how the eight verbs are contracted when they follow a personal pronoun. 


I have 

I’ve 

you have 

you've 

she has 

she’s 

they have 

they’ve 

I had 

I’d 

you had 

you’d 

he had 

he’d 

we had 

we’d 

I am 

I’m 

you are 

you’re 

it is 

it’s 

we are 

we’re 

I will 

I’ll 

you will 

you’ll 

he will 

he’ll 

they will 

they’ll 

I would 

I’d 

you would 

you’d 

she would 

she’d 

we would 

we’d 

I would 

I’d have; 

you would 

you’d have; 

it would 

it would’ve; 

they would 

they’d have; 

have 

1 would’ve 

have 

you would’ve 

have 

it’d have 

have 

they would’ve 


Note that -Is can stand for either is or has. (It can also form the possessive case, as in “Sarah’s dog.”) 
The contracted form -’d can stand for either had or would. In questions, -’d sometimes stands for did 
(“Where’d he go?” “Why’d you do it?”). 

Contractions are commonly formed with other pronouns as well: “Who’s that?” “What’s happening?” 
“Someone’s coming,” “Who’d have guessed it?” “That’ll be all,” “This'll work.” They are also often 
formed with nouns: “Michael’s here,” “The coffee’s hot,” “Time’s passing,” etc. And they are often used 
with here and there-. “Here’s the book,” “There’d be plenty of food.” 

Contractions are often formed by adding -’ve to the modal verbs would, could, should, and might-. “Ar¬ 
gentina could’ve won,” “Those should’ve been better,” “I might’ve known. ” 

The adverb not can be shortened to -n't and attached to the following verbs: 


are 

aren’t 

has 

hasn’t 

ought 

oughtn’t 

can 

can’t 

have 

haven’t 

should 

shouldn’t 

could 

couldn’t 

is 

isn’t 

was 

wasn’t 

did 

didn’t 

might 

mightn't 

were 

weren’t 

do 

don’t 

must 

mustn’t 

will 

won’t 

does 

had 

doesn’t 

hadn’t 

need 

needn’t 

would 

wouldn’t 


Note that will/won’t is the only irregular example. 

The contraction let’s (let us) is common even in formal writing. Ain’t (am not, are not, is not, have not, 
has not) is common in very informal speech but never used in formal writing. Y’all (you all) is common 
in speech in the American South. 

In American writing that is intended to represent very informal speech, the final -g in words ending in 
-ing may be replaced with an apostrophe: seein', hopin ’, movin ’, etc. Other shortenings of single words in¬ 
clude ’em (them) and ’n’(and). 

Writing that imitates very informal speech may include words that represent combinations of two 
words without an apostrophe, including: 


betcha (bet you) 
coulda (could have) 
dunno (don’t know) 
gimme (give me) 
gonna (going to) 


gotcha (got you) 
gotta (got to) 
kinda (kind of) 
lemme (let me) 
shoulda (should have) 


sorta (sort of) 
wanna (want to) 
whatcha (what are you, what 
do you, what have you) 
woulda (would have) 


1957 



Prefixes and Suffixes 

Learning the common English prefixes and suffixes can help you to better understand and remember 
the meaning of many English words. For other common English word parts, see English Word Roots, 
page 1960. 


PREFIXES 


PREFIX 

MEANING 

EXAMPLES 

a- 

on, in; in (such 
a) state or 
manner 

abed, afire, aloud 

a-, an- 

not; without 

asexual, anaerobic 

ante- 

before 

antedate, anteroom 

anti- 

against, opposite 

antidote, anticlimax 

arch- 

chief, extreme 

archbishop, 

archenemy 

be- 

cause to be; treat 
as; about; 
thoroughly 

befoul, befriend, 
bemoan, bejeweled, 
beloved 

bi- 

two; every other; 
twice a 

bicycle, bipartisan, 
biweekly, biannual 

co- 

with, together 

coexist, coauthor 

counter- 

opposite, against 

counterclockwise, 

counteract 

de- 

do the opposite 
of; remove 
from; reduce 

deactivate, defrost, 
devalue 

dis- 

exclude, not 

disbar, disagreeable 

em-, en- 

put into or 
onto; cause to 
be or have; 
thoroughly 

endanger, empower, 
enslave, entangle 

ex- 

former 

ex-husband, 

ex-president 

extra- 

outside, beyond 

extracurricular, 

extraterrestrial 

hyper- 

very, too much 

hypercritical, 

hyperactive, 

hypertension 

hypo- 

under, down, 
below normal 

hypothermia, 

hypoallergenic 

in- 

not 

incapable, 

inconsistent 

inter- 

between, 

among 

intermarry, 

international 

intra- 

within, inward 

intracellular, 

intravenous 

meta- 

change; beyond 

metamorphosis, 

metaphysics 


PREFIX 

MEANING 

EXAMPLES 

mis- 

bad, wrongly 

mistake, mislead 

neo- 

new 

neoclassical, 

neo-Nazi 

non- 

not 

nonalcoholic, 

nontoxic 

out- 

more than 

outgrow, outnumber 

over- 

go beyond; too 
much, very 

overachieve, 

overambitious 

para- 

assisting; 

resembling; 

beyond 

paralegal, 

paramilitary, 

paranormal 

post- 

after, later 

postdate, postpone 

pre- 

before 

prehistoric, 

premature 

pro- 

favoring, 

supporting 

pro-American 

re- 

again, back 

retell, recall 

retro- 

back, behind, 
backward 

retroactive, retrofit 

semi- 

twice a; half; 
partly, partial 

semiannual, 

semicircle, 

semiconsciousness 

sub- 

under; division 

subsoil, substandard, 
subtopic 

super- 

more than 

superhighway, 

superhuman 

trans- 

through, across, 
beyond 

transaction, 

transparent, 

transport 

tri- 

three 

triangle, tricycle 

u 1 tra¬ 

beyond, 

extremely 

ultrabright, 

ultramodern 

il n- 

not; contrary to; 
reverse; remove 

unable, unethical, 
unfold, untie 

under- 

below; too low 
or little 

underlying, 

underpaid 

uni- 

one, single 

unilateral 
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SUFFIXES 


SUFFIX 

MEANING 

EXAMPLES 

-ability, 

-ibility 

capacity, fitness 

adaptability, 

compatibility 

-able, 

-ible 

tending to, fit 
for 

agreeable, collectible 

-age 

action; 
condition; 
place of 

breakage, bondage, 
orphanage 

-al 

relating to; 
action 

fictional, rehearsal 

-ance 

action or 
process 

performance, 

acceptance 

-ancy 

quality or state 

infancy, pregnancy 

-ant 

one that does; 
doing or acting 

assistant, coolant, 
hesitant 

-ar, -ary 

of, relating to; 
one that 
relates to 

molecular, budgetary, 
revolutionary 

-ation 

action or 
process 

flirtation, 

memorization 

-ative 

relating to, 
made to, 
tending to 

creative, informative, 
talkative 

-dom 

realm, state 

kingdom, freedom 

-ee 

one who does 
or receives 

escapee, trainee 

-eer 

one who does 
or makes 

auctioneer, profiteer 

-en 

cause to be or 
to have 

sharpen, lengthen 

-ence, 

-ency 

action, quality 

emergence, fluency 

-er 

one that has, is, 
does, or is 
connected with 

double-decker, 
foreigner, reporter, 
prisoner 

-ette 

little one; female 

cigarette, majorette 

-ful 

characterized 
by; amount 
that fills 

peaceful, helpful; 
cupful 

-fy 

cause to become 

simplify, purify 

-hood 

condition, quality childhood, likelihood 

-ide 

chemical 

compound 

cyanide, peroxide 

-ie 

little one; one 
that is or 
relates to 

birdie, cutie, druggie 


SUFFIX 

MEANING 

EXAMPLES 

-ion 

act or process; 
state or 
condition 

ignition; perfection 

-ish 

almost, 

approximately 

greenish 

-ism 

practice, 

doctrine 

criticism, egotism 

-ist 

one who is; 
relating to 

bicyclist, hairstylist, 
elitist 

-istic, 

-istical 

relating to, 
characterized 
by 

altruistic, egotistical 

-ite 

one who is 
from; one 
who supports 

suburbanite, 

Reaganite 

-itis 

disease, in¬ 
flammation 

arthritis, bronchitis 

-ity 

state, degree 

capacity, density 

-ize 

treat like, 
become like 

idolize, crystallize 

-less 

not having, 
doing, or 
becoming 

witless, childless, 
tireless 

-let 

small one 

booklet, droplet 

-like 

resembling 

apelike, childlike 

-ment 

action or 
process; result; 
condition 

development, 

entertainment, 

excitement 

-ness 

condition, 

quality 

alertness, goodness 

-or 

one that does 

actor, professor 

-ory 

relating to; 
place of 

illusory, observatory 

-ous 

full of; having 
or containing 

glamorous, poisonous 

-ship 

condition; skill; 
position, status 

friendship, 

penmanship, 

professorship 

-some 

characterized 
by; group of 
(so many) 

awesome, foursome 

-ure 

act, process; 
group of 
people 

exposure, legislature 

-ward 

toward 

westward, upward 

-y 

characterized 

dirty, icy, sleepy 


by 




English Word Roots 

Most words in English are based on Greek and Latin. By learning the common Greek and Latin roots 
(basic words or word parts from which other words are formed), you can better understand and re¬ 
member the meaning of many English words. The most useful roots are listed below. For other com¬ 
mon English word parts, see Prefixes and Suffixes, page 1958. 


ROOT 

MEANING 

acer, 

sharp, sour 

acr 

aero 

height, 

beginning 

aer 

air 

algia 

pain 

ambi, 

on both sides, 

amphi 

around 

ann, 

year 

enn 

anthrop 

humankind 

antiqu 

old 

aqu 

water 

arm 

weapon 

art 

skill 

aster, 

star, outer 

astr 

space 

aud 

hearing 

auto 

self 

avi 

bird 

bell 

war 

bene 

good 

bio 

life 

cant 

sing 

capit 

head 

earn 

flesh 

cav 

hollow 

cent 

hundred 

centr, 

middle of a 

center 

circle 

chron 

time 

clam, 

shout, cry out 

claim 

clar 

clear 

corp 

body 

cred 

believe 

crypt 

hidden 

culp 

guilt 

cycl 

circle 

de 

down, 

away 


EXAMPLES 

acerbic, acrimony 

acrobatics, acronym 

aerate, aerobic, 
aerodynamic 
neuralgia, nostalgia 
ambidextrous, 
ambience, 
amphitheater 
annual, anniversary, 
biennial, millennium 
anthropoid, 
philanthropy 
antiquarian, antiquity 
aquarium, aquatic 
armor, disarming 
artifact, artisan 
asterisk, asteroid, 
astronomy 

audience, inaudible 
autonomy, automated 
aviary, aviation 
bellicose, rebellion 
beneficial, benevolent 
biosphere, symbiosis 
cantata, descant 
capital, decapitate 
carnivore, carnal 

cavernous, cavity, 
excavate 

centigrade, centipede 
epicenter, egocentric 

chronicle, 

chronological 

clamor, acclaim, 
exclamation 

clarion, clarify 
corporation, corpse 
credit, incredible 

cryptic, cryptography, 
encrypt 

culprit, culpable 
cyclone, recycle 
dejected, descent 


ROOT 

MEANING 

dec 

ten 

demo 

people 

derm 

skin 

die 

speak 

doc, 

teach 

doct 

dol 

grief 

don 

give 

dur 

hard, lasting 

dyna 

power, energy 

emia 

blood 

equ 

equal 

err 

wander, stray 

exo 

outside 

femin 

female 

fid 

faith 

fig 

shape, mold 

fil 

son 

fin 

end, boundary 

flor 

flower 

flu 

flow 

form 

shape 

fort 

strong 

gen 

be bom 

grad 

step, degree 

graph 

write 

grat 

pleasing 

gyn 

woman 

horn, 

same 

homo 

hydr 

water 

junct 

join 

jur 

swear: right, 
law 

juven 

youth 

lat 

side, wide 

liber 

free 

lith 

stone 

luc 

light, shine 

lum 

light 

macro 

large 

mal 

bad 


EXAMPLES 

decade, decimal 
democracy, 
demographic 
dermatitis, hypodermic 
diction, edict 
docile, doctrine 

condolence, doleful 
donation, condone 
duress, durable, endure 
dynamite, dynasty 
anemia, leukemia 
equator, equanimity 
error, erratic 
exodus, exorcist 
effeminate, feminist 
confidence, infidel 
effigy, disfigure 
affiliate, filial 
final, finish 
flora, floral 

fluid, fluent, affluence 
conform, formation 
fortress, fortitude 
genealogy, generate 
downgrade, gradually 
autograph, graphic 
gratify, ingratitude 
gynecology, misogynist 
homogeneous, 
homogenized 
dehydrated, hydrant 
conjunction, adjunct 
juror, injury, perjure 

juvenile, rejuvenate 
bilateral, latitude 
liberal, liberate 
megalith, lithography 
lucid, elucidate 
luminescent, illuminate 

macrobiotic, 

macrocosm 

malpractice, 

malevolent 
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ROOT 

MEANING 

mania 

mental 

disorder 

manu 

hand 

mar 

sea 

medi 

middle 

mega 

large 

mens 

measure 

metr 

measure 

micro 

small 

mill 

thousand; a 
thousandth 

mono 

one, only 

mor, 

mort 

death 

multi 

many 

mut 

change 

nau 

ship 

neg 

denial, refusal 

neur 

nerve 

nom 

name 

nov 

new 

nul 

nothing 

numer 

number 

nym 

name, word 

oid 

appearance, 

form 

omni 

all 

orth, 

ortho 

straight, right 

paleo 

old 

pan 

all, whole 

par 

equal 

part 

part 

path 

suffering 

phil 

love 

phob 

fear 

phon 

sound, voice 

phos, 

phot 

light 

plac 

please, soothe 

plen 

full 

polis, 

polit 

city, citizen 

poly 

many 

popul 

people 

port 

carry 

pot 

power 

prim 

first 

prop 

own 

psych 

mind, soul 


EXAMPLES 

egomaniac, 

kleptomania 

manual, manuscript 
maritime, submarine 
intermediate, medium 
megadose, megaphone 
dimension, immense 
isometric, symmetrical 

microchip, 

microscopic 

millennium, milligram 

monorail, monotonous 
immortal, mortician 

multiple, multiply 
mutate, transmute 
nautical, nauseous 
negative, neglect 
neurologist, neurotic 
nominate, misnomer 
innovative, novelty 
annulment, nullify 
enumerate, numerous 

anonymous, 

pseudonym 

asteroid, ovoid 

omnipotent, omnivore 
orthodontics, orthodox 

Paleolithic, 

paleontology 

panacea, 
pandemonium 
compare, parallel 
apartment, particle 
empathy, pathetic 
bibliophile, philosophy 
phobic, technophobia 
telephone, symphony 

phosphorescent, 

photograph 

placid, implacable 
plentiful, replenish 
metropolis, political 

polygamy, polyglot 
populated, popularize 
deport, export 
potent, despot 
primary, primitive 
proprietor, property 
psychic, psychological 


ROOT 

MEANING 

put 

think, believe 

quad, 

four 

quart 

quint 

five 

rect 

straight, right 

reg 

rule 

rota 

wheel 

sacr, 

holy 

sanct 

san 

health 

sci 

know, 

understand 

scop 

look, view 

scrib, 

write 

scrip 

sect 

cut 

sent, 

feel, sense 

sens 

serv 

keep 

sign 

sign, mark 

simil, 

like, make 

simul 

like 

sol 

sun 

somn 

sleep 

son 

sound 

spir 

breath, spirit 

strat 

layer 

surg 

rise 

sym, 

with 

syn 

tele 

distant 

tempor 

time 

ten, 

hold; thin 

tenu 

term, 

limit, bound 

termin 

terr 

earth, land 

therm, 

heat 

thermo 

top 

place 

tract 

drag, pull, 
draw 

urb 

city 

ver 

truth 

verb 

word 

vest 

clothe 

vid, vis 

see, sight 

vir 

man 

viv, vit 

life, live 

voc 

speaking, 

calling 

volu, 

roll, turn 

volv 

around 


EXAMPLES 

impute, reputation 
quadrangle, quarterly 

quintet, quintuplet 
correction, rectify 
regulate, irregular 
rotary, rotation 
sacrosanct, sanctuary 

sanitize, insanity 
science, prescient 

colonoscopy, 

horoscope 

inscription, prescribe 

section, dissect 
sentimental, sensual 

conservative, preserve 
designate, signature 
facsimile, simulate 

solar, parasol 
insomniac, somnolent 
sonata, supersonic 

dispiriting, inspirational, 
respiratory 

stratosphere, stratified 
insurgency, upsurge 
sympathy, synchronize 

telephoto, telepathic 
temporal, 
contemporary 
tenant, attenuate 

interminable, terminal 

subterranean, territory 
thermal, thermostat 

topical, topography 
attractive, retract 

urban,suburb 
verify, veracity 
verbal, verbatim 
divest, transvestite 
evidence, video, 
visionary 
virile, virtuoso 
survivor, vital 
vocal, vocation 

evolution, revolve 





Words That Are Often Confused 


Because English has a large vocabulary and English spelling is difficult, even native speakers sometimes 
write a word that looks and sounds similar to the word they are thinking of but has a different meaning. 
The words below are the ones that native speakers most often confuse. 

The definitions that are shown here are very short. You can find full definitions for these words in the 
dictionary. 

When a word is commonly used as two different parts of speech, labels indicate which these are: (n) 
noun, (pron) pronoun, (vb) verb, (adj) adjective, (adv) adverb, (prep) preposition, (cow) conjunction. 

See also Spelling Rules, p. 1965. 


accede to agree 
exceed to go beyond 

accent (vb) to stress; 

(n) emphasis 
ascend to climb 
ascent climb 
assent to agree 

accept to receive, to agree to 
except not including 

access (n) ability to enter; 

(vb) to enter 
excess extra amount 

adapt to adjust, to change 
adept skilled 

adopt to take as your own 

addition something added 
edition book or newspaper 

adjoin to be next to 
adjourn to end a meeting 

adverse not good 
averse against, opposed 

advice suggestions 
advise to give advice 

affect to influence 
effect result 

allude to talk about, to refer 
elude to avoid 


allusion hint, reference 
illusion false idea or picture 

anecdote brief story 
antidote medicine for poison 

any more additional 
anymore now, still 

assure to give confidence to 
ensure to make certain 
insure to make certain, to 
prepare for when a bad thing 
happens 

aural relating to hearing 
oral relating to the mouth, 
spoken 

base foundation, bottom 
bass musical instrument, deep 
voice, fish 

born starting to live 
borne carried 

brake (n) device for stopping; 
(vb) to slow or stop 
break to crack, to destroy 

breadth width 
breath air from your mouth 
breathe to take air into 
your mouth 

bridal relating to a bride 
bridle straps that are put on a 
horse’s head 


capital city that is the center of 
government 

capitol government building 
Capitol U.S. Congress building 
in Washington, D.C. 

casually in a relaxed way 
casualty someone who is 
injured or killed 

cite to quote 

sight ability to see, something 
that you see 

site location, set of Web pages 

climactic relating to a high 
point 

climatic relating to weather 

collaborate to work together 
corroborate to say or show 
that something is true 

collision act of hitting 
collusion act of working 
together to hurt someone 

complement (n) remaining 
part; (vb) to complete 
compliment to praise 

confidant someone who is 
trusted with secrets 
confident certain, sure of your 
own abilities 
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conscience awareness of right 
and wrong 

conscious mentally awake 

consul diplomat 
council group that meets for 
special purposes 
counsel f vb) to give advice; 

(h) lawyer 

credible believable 
creditable deserving praise 

currant fruit 
current 00 stream; 

(adj) happening now 

decent good, satisfactory 
descent downward movement 
dissent difference of 
opinion 

decree official order 
degree extent 

defuse to make less harmful 
diffuse to spread out or 
scatter 

deluded believing false things 
diluted lessened in strength 

depraved corrupted 
deprived poor 

desert (n) dry region; (vb) to 
leave 

dessert sweet food following a 
meal 

detract to reduce 

distract to draw attention away 

device tool 

devise to invent, to create 

e.g. for example 
i.e. that is, namely 

elicit to bring out 
illicit not lawful 

eligible entitled, qualified 
illegible not readable 


eminent well-known, 
prominent 

imminent ready to happen 

envelop to surround 
envelope paper holder for a 
letter 

every day each day 
everyday ordinary 

flaunt to display 
flout to defy 

flounder to struggle helplessly 
founder to sink 

formally in a formal manner 
formerly earlier 

forth forward, onward 

fourth 4th 

gait manner of walking 
gate entrance 

gorilla large ape 
guerrilla non-army fighter 

hardy strong, tough 

hearty loud and happy, healthy 

hoard treasure, hidden supply 
horde crowd 

incite to cause bad actions 
insight wisdom, ability to 
understand 

incredible unbelievable, 
amazing 

incredulous amazed 

ingenious very clever 
ingenuous innocent and 
sincere 

inherent natural and basic 
inherit to receive from someone 
who has died 

it’s it is, it has 
its belonging to it 


lead (vb) to guide; (n) heavy 
metal 
led guided 

liable likely, exposed to risk 
libel to make false statements 
about 

loose not attached, free to 
move 

lose to misplace, to fail to win 

martial military 

marital relating to marriage 

medal metal piece resembling a 
coin 

meddle to interfere 

median (adf) in the middle of a 
group of numbers; 

(n) something in the middle of 
a range 

medium (adj) not large or 
small; (n) way of 
communicating 

miner mine worker 
minor (adj) not important; 

(n) young person 

moral good, ethical 
morale emotional state 

peace state of calm 
piece part, unit 

pear fruit 

peer (vb) to look closely; 

(n) person of equal rank 
pier a place for a boat to stop 

pedal foot lever 
peddle to sell 

perpetrate to be guilty of 
perpetuate to make something 
continue 

persecute to be unfair or cruel 
to 

prosecute to sue or charge 
legally 
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personal private, individual 
personnel group of 
employees 

plain ordinary, not fancy 
plane airplane, flat surface 

pole long thin piece of wood or 
metal 

poll sampling of opinion 

pore to read carefully 

pour to empty from a container 

pray to speak to God 
prey (ri) victim; (vb) to hunt 

precede to come before 
proceed to move forward, to 
continue 

preposition part of speech 
proposition proposal, 
suggestion 

principal (adj) main, primary; 
(ri) school leader, main 
performer 

principle basic rule or law 

quiet noiseless 
quite very, rather 

rain water falling from the sky 
reign (n) rule; (vb) to govern 
rein (ri) strap used to guide a 
horse, restraint; (vb) to restrain 

raise to lift, to increase 
raze to tear down 


reality state of being real 
realty real estate 

respectfully with respect 
respectively in the order 
mentioned 

resume to start again 
resume summary of a career 

right (adj) correct; (ri) privilege 
rite ceremony 

role part, function 

roll to turn over many times 

shone past tense of shine 
shown past participle of show 

sit to rest, to be located 
set (vb) to place, to apply; 

(ri) group, collection 

stationary not moving 
stationery writing paper 

statue piece of sculpture 
stature height, importance 
statute law 

tack small nail, course of 
action 

tact social sensitivity 

tenant person renting a house 
or apartment 
tenet belief, principle 

than compared to 
then at that time 


their belonging to them 
there in that place 
they're they are 

thorough complete 
through (prep) by way of; 

(adj) finished 

to toward 
too also, very 

two 2 

track path, footprints 
tract piece of land 

waist middle of a body 
waste (vb) to use carelessly; 

(ri) garbage 

waive to give up willingly 
wave to motion with the hand 

wander to walk without a 
particular purpose or direction 

wonder (vb) to question, to feel 
surprise; (ri) amazement 

weather rain, snow, wind, etc. 
whether if 

were past tense of are 
we’re we are 

where (adv) at what place; 
(conj) in the place 

who’s who is, who has 
whose of whom 

your belonging to you 
you're you are 




Spelling Rules 

Since English evolved from many different sources, English words can be difficult to spell, even for na¬ 
tive English-speakers. 

Regular and irregular spellings for pluralized nouns, comparative and superlative forms of adjectives, 
verb tenses, and adverbs ending in -ly are shown at the entries in this dictionary. Here we provide the ba¬ 
sic rules that determine most of these spellings along with some other general rules for spelling English 
words. 


Nouns 

• Most regular plurals are formed by simply adding -s: car, cars. 

• For nouns ending in -s, -x, -z, -ch, or -sh, add -es: loss, losses; box, boxes; blitz, blitzes; lunch, lunches; 
dish, dishes. 

• For nouns ending in -y, change the y to i and add -es: academy, academies. For nouns ending in a -y 
that comes after a vowel, add -s: alley, alleys. 

• For a few nouns ending in -/or -fe, change the -/or -fe to -ves: calf, calves; elf, elves; half, halves; hoof, 
hooves; knife, knives; leaf, leaves; life, lives; loaf, loaves; self, selves; shelf, shelves; thief, thieves; wife, 
wives; wolf, wolves. 

• For some nouns ending in an -o that comes after a consonant, form the plural by adding -es: cargo, 
cargoes; echo, echoes; hero, heroes; motto, mottoes; potato, potatoes; tomato, tomatoes. 

• For some nouns of Latin origin ending in -a, add -e: larva, larvae; vertebra, vertebrae. For some nouns 
of Latin origin ending in -um, replace the -um with -a: bacterium, bacteria; quantum, quanta. For 
some nouns of Latin origin ending in -us, replace the -us with -i: alumnus, alumni; fungus, fungi. 

• For words of Greek origin ending in -is, substitute -es: analysis, analyses; basis, bases; crisis, crises; oa¬ 
sis, oases. 

• For many animals, use the same spelling for both singular and plural forms: moose, moose; sheep, 
sheep. 

• Some plural forms of nouns are completely irregular: foot, feet; mouse, mice; goose, geese. 

Adjectives 

• To form regular comparatives and superlatives of one-syllable adjectives and some two-syllable adjec¬ 
tives, add -er and -est: warm, warmer, warmest; clever, cleverer, cleverest. Do not double a final -e: nice, 
nicer, nicest. 

• When a final -y follows a consonant, form the comparative and superlative by changing the y to i and 
adding -er and -est: lazy, lazier, laziest. 

• When a one-syllable word ends in a consonant that follows a single vowel, double the consonant be¬ 
fore adding -er or -est: mad, madder, maddest. 

• When forming an adjective by adding the suffix -able to a verb, remove the verb’s final -e: cure, cur¬ 
able; advise, advisable. Do not remove the -e when it comes after c org; enforce, enforceable; manage, 
manageable. When the word ends in -y, change the y to i: deny, deniable; rely, reliable. 

Verbs 

• To form the present-tense third-person singular form of regular verbs, simply add -s: work, works. 
Add -es for verbs ending in -s, -x, -z, -ch, or -sh: bless, blesses; fix, fixes; buzz, buzzes; teach, teaches; 
wish, wishes. 

• For almost all verbs ending in an -e that comes after a consonant, remove the e before adding -ed or 
-ing: arrange, arranged, arranging. 

• For regular verbs ending in a vowel followed by -e, form the past tense by removing the e before add¬ 
ing -ed: agree, agreed; lie, lied; hoe, hoed; argue, argued. 

• For regular verbs ending in a -y that comes after a consonant, form the past tense and past participle 
by changing the y to i and adding -ed: carry, carried. 

• For verbs ending in -ac or -ic, add -k when forming the past tense, past participle, and present partici¬ 
ple: traffic, trafficked, trafficking. 

• For verbs ending in a consonant following a single vowel and stressed on the final syllable, double the 
final consonant (except v, w, x, and y) when forming the tenses: admit, admitted, admitting; grab, 
grabbed, grabbing; hum, hummed, humming. 
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Adverbs 

• Form most adverbs by simply adding -ly to an adjective: tight, tightly. 

• When the adjective ends in -y, change the y to i and add -ly: dreamy, dreamily; merry, merrily. 

• When the adjective ends in -ic, add -ally in almost all cases: academic, academically; artistic, artistical¬ 
ly; athletic, athletically. 

• When the adjective ends in -ll, remove one / before adding -ly: full, fully. 


Other Rules 

• The letters j, q, x, and y are never doubled in English words, and a, h, i, k, u, v, and vv are almost never 
doubled. (Exceptions: aardvark, bazaar; hitchhike, roughhouse, withhold; shiitake, skiing; jackknife, 
knickknack; continuum, muumuu, vacuum; divvy, savvy; glowworm, powwow. ) 

• English words never end in j or q, and they almost never end in v. 

• The letter q is always followed by u in English words: quick, mystique. 

• When i and e come together to produce an /i:/ sound, the e normally follows the i: believe, cookie, 
piece. (Exceptions: caffeine, leisure, protein, seize, weird.) When both letters follow c, the i normally 
follows the e: ceiling, receive, conceit. (People commonly use a rhyme to remember the rule: “i before 
e except after c.") 

• When i and e come together to produce an /ei/ sound, the i follows the e: eighty, freight, neighbor, 
weigh. 

• When i and e come together following a c that is pronounced ///, the i comes before the e: ancient, 
sufficient. 

• When a prefix is added to a word, the spelling of the original word does not change: read, reread; 
spell, misspell; necessary, unnecessary. 

• If a word ends with a silent -e, the -e is dropped before adding a suffix that begins with a vowel: sense, 
sensory; race, racism. The final -e is kept if it comes after a soft c or g: notice, noticeable; change, 
changeable. (Exception: The -e is generally dropped before -ing: notice, noticing; change, changing.) 

• The letter c produces the /s/sound only before the vowels e, i, and y: center, cinema, cycle. It produces 
the /YJ sound elsewhere: act, cause, comer, cut. (Exceptions: Celt, soccer.) 

• The letter g produces the Afe/ sound only before the vowels e, i, and y: genius, giant, Gypsy. (Excep¬ 
tion: margarine.) 


Words Often Misspelled 

The following list includes many of the words most often misspelled by native English-speakers. (See 
also Words Often Confused, p. 1962.) 


absence 

accelerate 

accidentally 

accommodate 

accumulate 

achieve 

acquire 

acquit 

already 

amateur 

appearance 

argument 

basically 

believe 

broccoli 

business 

calendar 

category 

cemetery 

commemorate 

committee 

consensus 

deceive 


definite 

description 

despair 

desperate 

development 

disappear 

discipline 

dissipate 

ecstasy 

embarrass 

exaggerate 

exceed 

existence 

February 

finally 

foreign 

forty 

gauge 

government 

grammar 

harass 

height 

humorous 


independent 

inoculate 

insistent 

intelligent 

irresistible 

led 

library 

lightning 

liquefy 

maintenance 

marriage 

memento 

millennium 

minuscule 

mischievous 

misspell 

necessary 

occasion 

occurred 

parallel 

phenomenon 

possession 

privilege 


pursue 

receipt 

receive 

recommend 

rein 

repetition 

restaurant 

rhythm 

seize 

separate 

sergeant 

siege 

successful 

supersede 

surprise 

threshold 

tomorrow 

weird 

withhold 

yield 
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American vs. British Spelling 

British spelling differs from American spelling in a few ways, mostly because of the spelling reforms that 
Noah Webster carried out in the U.S. beginning in the 1780s. Several common differences are shown be¬ 
low. 


-e- /-ae-: In words derived from Greek, British En¬ 
glish often uses the Greek spelling -ae-: 


AMERICAN 

anemia 

eon 

orthopedics 

primeval 


BRITISH 

anaemia 

aeon 

orthopaedics 

primaeval 


-e- /-oe-: In words derived from Greek, British En¬ 
glish often uses the Greek spelling -oe-: 


AMERICAN 

diarrhea 

gonorrhea 

homeopathic 

maneuver 


BRITISH 

diarrhoea 

gonorrhoea 

homoeopathic 

manoeuvre 


-er /-re: The -erl-re difference is seen at the ends of 
many words: 

AMERICAN BRITISH 

center centre 

fiber fibre 

meter metre 

theater theatre 


-I- /-II-: In British English, the final -/ of a verb is 
doubled when -ed or -ins is added at the end, even 
when the stress does not fall on the last syllable: 


AMERICAN 

counseled 

dialed 

equaling 

traveling 


BRITISH 

counselled 

dialled 

equalling 

travelling 


-or- /-our-: The spelling -our- in words in British 
English often appears as -or- in words in American 
English, especially in an unstressed final syllable: 


AMERICAN 

color 

favorite 

honor 

humor 


BRITISH 

colour 

favourite 

honour 

humour 


-ze /-se: Words that end in -ize and -yze in Ameri¬ 
can English are often spelled -ise and -yse in British 
English: 


AMERICAN 

analyze 

criticize 

memorize 

paralyze 


BRITISH 

analyse 

criticise 

memorise 

paralyse 


Unlike abbreviations in American English, an 
abbreviation in British English usually does not 
have a period at the end if its last letter is the same 
as the last letter of the word being abbreviated: 
Mr./Mr (for Mister), St./St (for Saint or Street), DrJ 
Dr (for Doctor), Ltd./Ltd (for Limited), etc. 

Many other spelling differences affect only indi¬ 
vidual words. 


AMERICAN 

airplane 

jewelry 

jail 

tire 


BRITISH 

aeroplane 

jewellery 

gaol 

tyre 




The Spelling of Different Sounds in English 


In English pronunciation, many individual sounds may be spelled in several ways. The following list 
shows, in boldface type, the most common ways of spelling each sound, followed by an example. If you 
know how a word is pronounced but are not sure how to spell it, this list may help you to find it in the 
dictionary. 

Some words may be pronounced in different ways. When a word appears in italics below, this means 
that the sound being illustrated is not used in every pronunciation of the word. 

Sometimes a sound is pronounced in a word but is not represented by any letter in that word. In such 
cases, a dash (-) appears where the boldface spelling of the sound would be, and the word’s full pronun¬ 
ciation is shown, as in the last two entries at /a/: 

- chasm /'kaezam/ 

- McCoy /ma'koi/ 

A dash and the full pronunciation of a word are also shown when it is difficult to know which letter or 
letters represent a particular sound in the word, as in the last entry at /tf/: 

- nature/'neitfay 


Vowels and Diphthongs 


h! 


/a/ 


/», ar/ 


a 

abut 

/as/ 

e 

silent 


i 

marinate 

/ei, ej/ 

o 

hillock 


u 

circus 


y 

physician 


ah 

cheetah 


ai 

captain 


ea 

ocean 


eo 

luncheon 

/a, a:/ 

ia 

collegiate 


io 

cushion 


ou 

famous 


- 

chasm /’kaszam/ 


- 

McCoy /ma'koi/ 

/au, aw/ 

u 

humdrum 


o 

above 


ou 

rough 

lei 

er 

fern 


ir 

bird 

/i, i:/ 

ur 

fur 


or 

world 


ar 

liar 


re 

ogre 


ear 

earth 


eur 

chauffeur 


our 

journal 


err 

err 


irr 

squirrel 

III 

urr 

hurry 



a 

mat 

/ai, aj/ 

y 

a 

fade 


ie 

ai 

main 


ye 

ay 

ea 

day 

steak 

/ou, ow/ 

o 

ei 

vein 


oa 

ey 

prey 


oe 

oh 

o 

cot 


ou 

au 

sausage 


ow 

aw 

saw 

/oi, oj/ 

oi 

a 

father 

oy 

ah 

shah 




/u, u:/ 

u 

ou 

loud 


o 

ow 

now 


eu 




ew 

e 

bet 


oo 

ea 

bread 


ou 




ue 

e 

me 

ski 

/u/ 

u 



oo 

y 

pretty 


o 

ea 

easy 


ou 

ee 

see 



ei 

receive 

/ia-, ir/ 

er 

ey 

key 


ir 

ie 

grief 


ear 




eer 

i 

tip 


eir 

y 

myth 


ier 


fine 

sly 

lie 

dye 

bone 

coat 

doe 

oh 

boulder 

know 

coin 

boy 

flu 

do 

rheumatism 

crew 

school 

youth 

blue 

pull 

wood 

woman 

could 

serious 

emir 

hear 

beer 

weird 

pier 
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ar 

bare 

/aas ar/ 

er 

there 


air 

air 

/o3\ or/ 

ear 

bear 

eir 

their 


err 

err 



ar 

farther 

/uas ur/ ur 

or 

sorry 

oor 

or 

port 

our 

ar 

war 


oar 

boar 


oor 

door 


our 

pour 



Consonants 


/b/ 

b 

baby 

m 


bb 

rubber 


m 

ch 

rich 



c 

cello 



ti 

question 



tch 

match 

/m/ 


- 

nature /'neitl>/ 

/A! 

d 

did 



dd 

odd 



ed 

crazed 

/n/ 

m 

f 

fan 



f» 

offer 



Qh 

laugh 



ph 

telephone 


/g/ 

g 

go 

/h/ 


gg 

egg 



gh 

ghost 



gu 

guide 



“ 

example 

/ig'zjempal/ 


/h/ 

h 

hat 

/o/ 

Ate/ 

g 

gem 

/P/ 


i 

joy 


dg 

budget 



di 

soldier 

M 


dj 

adjective 


gg 

exaggerate 



g> 

region 




graduation 

/grcecfea'weijan/ 

/s/ 

/k/ 

c 

fact 



k 

take 



q 

aqua 



cc 

soccer 



ch 

schism 

IS/ 


ck 

pick 


cq 

acquisition 



- 

tax /'taeks/ 


/V 

1 

II 

low 

dollar 



al 

pedal 


se 

el 

betel 


ss 

ol 

idol 


ti 

yi 

vinyl 


sch 

le 

battle 


sci 




ssi 

m 

me 



mb 

comb 

It/ 

t 

mm 

dummy 


tt 

mn 

autumn 


ed 



IQ/ 

th 

n 

no 



gn 

sign 

/a/ 

th 

kn 

knot 



mn 

mnemonic 

/v/ 

V 

nn 

banner 


w 

an 

Satan 

/w/ 

w 

wh 

en 

sudden 


■ ■ 

in 

satin 


U 

on 

cotton 



un 

bosun 



n 

ink 



ng 

sing 





/)/ 

y 

P 

stop 



PP 

supper 


- 

r 

red 


— 

rh 

rhyme 



rr 

arrive 



wr 

write 



s 

say 


— 

c 

race 

Izl 

s 

ss 

mass 


z 

sc 

fascinate 


X 

- 

tax /'taeks/ 


zz 

sh 

shy 


" 

c 

oceanic 



s 

sugar 

/3/ 

si 

ch 

machine 


zi 

ci 

special 


- 

sc 

fascism 


- 


lure 

boor 

tour 


nauseous 

tissue 

nation 

schist 

conscious 

mission 

eat 

mattress 

cracked 

thin 

this 

very 

savvy 

way 
whale 
persuade 
choir /'kwaja>/ 
one /'wAn/ 
patois /'paedwa:/ 
strenuous 
/'strenjawas/ 

yard 
opinion 
beauty /'bju:ti/ 
cute /'kju:t/ 
feud /'fju:d/ 
few /'fju:/ 
strenuous 
/'strcnjawas/ 
unit /'ju:nat/ 

days 

zone 

xylophone 

buzz 

example 

/ig'zjempal/ 

vision 
glazier 
azure /'ae 3 »/ 
measure /'me 3 »/ 




Handbook of Style 

This section deals with the elements of written English that do not include grammar, spelling, or choice 
of words. It discusses the use of punctuation, capital letters, and italic type, and the special problems in 
writing compounds, abbreviations, and numbers. 


Punctuation 

Apostrophe ’ 

1. The apostrophe is used with nouns and some 
pronouns to show that a person or thing belongs 
to someone or something. This form of a noun or 
pronoun is called the possessive (see Possession, 
page 1948). If the noun or pronoun is singular, the 
possessive is formed by adding -’s. 

the dog’s owner 
someone’s idea 

If a noun is plural, the possessive is usually 
formed by adding just an apostrophe, 
most birds’ eggs 
the Johnsons’ house 

2. The apostrophe is used in contractions and 
numbers to show that some letters or digits have 
been omitted. 

didn’t [=did not] 
they’re [=they are] 

the ’80s and ’90s [=the 1980s and 1990s] 

3. The apostrophe is used in the plurals of letters 
and numbers, and often in the plurals of abbrevia¬ 
tions. 

two A’s 
a row of 8’s 

several NGO’s or several NGOs 

Brackets (or Square 
Brackets) [ ] _ 

Brackets are used around words or letters that 
have been added to quoted text. 

His letter of November 2 ends: “By the way, did 
B[eaverbrook] mention it?” 

“In my Father’s house are many mansions [i.e., 
rooms].” 

See also Parentheses, p. 1972. 

Colon : 

1. The colon introduces a word or phrase that 
gives more detail about the word or phrase that 
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comes before it. When a full sentence follows the 
colon, its first word is often capitalized. 

That year she took up a new sport: tennis. 

They had reached a decision: The defendant was 
guilty. 

2. The colon introduces a list or series. 

Five of the crew members chose to go: Craw¬ 
ford, Sunshine, King, Gilbert, and Loretucci. 

3. The colon may introduce quotations. 

His father had followed Emerson’s rule: “Never 
read any book that is not a year old.” 

Together the class recited the well-known lines 
from Shakespeare: 

This happy breed of men, this little world, 

This precious stone set in the silver sea, 

This blessed plot, this earth, this realm, this En¬ 
gland 

4. The colon separates titles from subtitles, 
the biography Einstein: His Life and Universe 

Comma , 

1. The comma separates independent clauses 
joined by and, or, but, so, yet, for, or nor. 

The bar was closing, and the last two customers 
were finishing their drinks. 

The trial had lasted nine months, but the jury 
needed only four hours to reach its verdict. 

2. The comma separates adverbial words, claus¬ 
es, and phrases from the rest of a sentence. 

In fact, no one seemed to have heard of him. 
They concluded, however, that she had told the 
truth. 

Having lost five games, we were almost desper¬ 
ate. 

The storm, after a short pause, revived with even 
greater fury. 

3. The comma is used after words and phrases 
that introduce examples. 

First she called two friends, Soraya and Magda. 

4. The comma separates words and phrases in a 
series. (Some writers always omit the comma be¬ 
fore and and or.) 

Geese, ducks, and chickens shared the large pen. 
He had already showered, shaved, and dressed. 
There were no sheets, blankets, or pillows. 
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5. The comma usually separates two or more or¬ 
dinary adjectives that come before a noun. 

the shiny, orange fabric 
her cool, formal, elegant style 

If the first adjective applies to everything that fol¬ 
lows it, the comma is omitted, 
her first major defeat 
the only clean plate 
a good used car 

6. A comma usually separates a word or phrase 
from a noun that it identifies or defines and that 
comes immediately before or after it. If the word 
or phrase comes in the middle of a sentence, an¬ 
other comma separates it from the rest of the sen¬ 
tence. 

We visited Gettysburg, site of the famous Civil 
War battle. 

One of the book’s authors, Julia Child, went on 
to become a television icon. 

7. The comma usually separates a direct quota¬ 
tion from a phrase (such as “he said” or “Jane re¬ 
plied”) that shows who is being quoted. A comma 
at the end of a quotation is always placed inside 
the quotation marks. Commas are not used after 
question marks or exclamation points. 

Kate whispered, “It’s time to go.” 

“I suspect,” Gregory observed, “that we’ll see 
them again.” 

“Would anyone like some salad?” she asked. 

“Go to bed right now!” he shouted. 

8. The comma is used before a short question 
(called a tag question) that sometimes occurs in 
conversation at the end of a sentence. 

“We can’t stay here, can we?” 

“It’s almost lunchtime, isn’t it?” 

9. The comma usually divides the digits of a 
number into groups of three. See Numbers, p. 
1975. 


Dash — 


1. The dash marks a sudden change or break in 
a sentence. 

All the younger officers would remain loyal to 
the new ruler—or perhaps they wouldn’t. 

He’d always done every job they had asked him 
to—even the most ridiculous ones—and he’d 
had enough. 

2. The dash may introduce a phrase that defines 
a word that precedes it. 

The marriage was annulled—that is, declared in¬ 
valid. 

3. The dash, like the colon, may introduce a list: 

Her duties were the ordinary ones—cleaning, 
cooking, shopping, and sometimes looking after 
the children. 


Ellipsis . . . 

1. The ellipsis indicates that words have been 
omitted from a quoted sentence. The second and 
third examples below are shortened versions of 
the first. 

“Is it so bad, then, to be misunderstood? 
Pythagoras was misunderstood, and Socrates, 
and Jesus, and Luther, and Copernicus, and Ga¬ 
lileo, and Newton, and every pure and wise spirit 
that ever took flesh. To be great is to be misun¬ 
derstood.” 

“Is it so bad, then, to be misunderstood? 
Pythagoras was misunderstood, and Socrates, 
and Jesus, ... To be great is to be misunder¬ 
stood.” 

“Is it so bad, then, to be misunderstood? ... To 
be great is to be misunderstood.” 

2. The ellipsis indicates a pause or an unfinished 
sentence in speech. 

“Are you . . . Are the two of you ... in love?” 

Exclamation Point ! 

1. The exclamation point ends a sentence, word, 
or phrase that expresses strong emotion (such as 
surprise or anger). 

The jewels were gone! 

Excellent! 

Absolutely not! 

2. The exclamation point may end a word or 
phrase that interrupts a sentence to express a 
strong emotion. 

The children—thank God!—weren’t there when 
it happened. 

Hyphen - 

1. The hyphen is often used to link words to 
form a compound. (See Compounds, p. 1973.) 

a cost-effective program 
three light-years 
an up-to-date list 

2. The hyphen is used in spelled-out numbers, 
forty-one years old 

his forty-first birthday 

3. The hyphen is used between numbers and 
dates, with the meaning “to” or “up to and includ¬ 
ing.” (In printed material, a slightly longer dash is 
used.) 

pages 112-18 

served as secretary-general 1995-99 
Vacation dates are Dec. 20-Jan. 12. 

4. The hyphen is used between two nouns or 
numbers, with the meaning “to,” “and,” or “ver¬ 
sus.” (In printed material, a slightly longer dash is 
used.) 
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a New York-Paris flight 
the last Sampras-Agassi match 
a final score of 7-2 

5. The hyphen is used to divide a word at the 
end of a line. 

In 1975 smallpox was declared completely eradi¬ 
cated by the World Health Organization. 

6. The hyphen separates a prefix from a capital¬ 
ized word, and may separate a suffix from a word 
that is more than two syllables long. 

anti-American 

industry-wide 

Parentheses (or Brackets) 

(_) _ 

1. Parentheses are used around words, phrases, 
clauses, and sentences that give examples, expla¬ 
nations, or additional facts. Within a sentence, a 
phrase in parentheses may end with an exclama¬ 
tion point, a question mark, or quotation marks; 
it may not end with a period except after an ab¬ 
breviation. 

The government believes this is unnecessary. 
(We’re hoping that will change.) 

Four computers (all outdated models) were re¬ 
placed. 

His prose was awkward (he had never really 
learned to shape a good paragraph), and he 
struggled with even the simplest writing tasks. 
The music there is always extremely loud (are all 
young people deaf?). 

On bad days he yells a lot (“No one here knows 
how to do their job!”), but he’s usually pleasant 
enough. 

There were photos of most of the major stars of 
the 1950s (Doris Day, Humphrey Bogart, Marlon 
Brando, Marilyn Monroe, etc.). 

2. Parentheses are used around numbers or let¬ 
ters that indicate individual items in a series with¬ 
in a sentence. 

They were concerned about three security is¬ 
sues: (1) ports, (2) air flights, and (3) national 
borders. 

Period (or Full Stop) . 

1. The period ends a sentence or sentence frag¬ 
ment that is not a question or an exclamation. 

Few travelers ever dared to enter the forest. 

Tell me about it. 

Unlikely. In fact, impossible. 

Only one period comes at the end of a sentence, 
even if the sentence ends with a quoted sentence 
or an abbreviation. 

She especially liked the sentence, “Leda Rubin 
has been the true spirit of Blake Business Ma¬ 
chines, Inc.” 


2. A period ends most abbreviations, especially 
in American writing. 

Peter R. Addington, Jr. vegetables, grains, etc. 
Dr. Rosenberg Sept. 16 

11 p.m. American Dental Assn. 

See Abbreviations, p. 1975. 

Question Mark ? 

A question mark ends a direct question, but not 
an indirect question. 

Was anyone seen on the street after midnight? 
“Was anyone seen on the street after midnight?” 
she asked. 

She asked whether anyone had been seen on the 
street after midnight. 

Quotation Marks, Double (or 
Inverted Commas) “ ” 

1. Quotation marks are used around direct quo¬ 
tations, but not indirect quotations. 

“I’m leaving,” she whispered. “This meeting 
could go on forever.” 

She whispered that she was leaving. 

2. Quotation marks are used around words or 
phrases borrowed from others. 

The military term “collateral damage” often re¬ 
fers to the deaths of civilians. 

3. Quotation marks are used around titles of 
songs, poems, stories, essays, and articles. 

“Over the Rainbow” was chosen by Americans 
as the most beloved song of the 20th century. 
Frost’s most famous poem is “Stopping by 
Woods on a Snowy Evening.” 

The first detective story was probably Poe’s “The 
Murders in the Rue Morgue.” 

Thoreau’s essay “Civil Disobedience” was stud¬ 
ied by Mohandas Gandhi and Martin Luther 
King. 

The article was published in the New Yorker as 
“The Coming Wars.” 

4. Quotation marks are used with other punctu¬ 
ation marks as follows: 

A period or comma at the end of a quotation is 
placed inside the quotation marks. 

He smiled and said, “I’m happy for you.” 

“That’s ridiculous,” she said quickly. 

A colon or semicolon is placed outside the quota¬ 
tion marks. 

Medals were given to the three “most promising 
scholars”: Hernandez, Jeffries, and Yomuro. 

She called it her “little house in the country”; to 
us it looked like a palace. 

A dash, question mark, or exclamation point is 
placed inside the quotation marks when it punc- 
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tuates the quoted matter only, but outside the 
quotation marks when it punctuates the larger 
sentence. 

“I can’t see how—” he started to say. 

He told everyone to bring beach sandals—he 
called them “flip-flops”—and an umbrella. 

She collapsed in her seat with a stunned “Good 
God!” 

“Has anyone seen Emily?” she asked. 

What does he mean by “personal reasons”? 

Quotation Marks, Single (or 
Inverted Commas) ‘ ’ 

1. Single quotation marks are used around a 
quotation within another quotation. 

“I heard him say ‘Don’t be late,’ and then the 
door closed.” 

2. Often in British writing, single quotation 
marks are used around ordinary quoted material, 
and double quotation marks are used around a 
quotation within another quotation. 

‘I heard him say “Don’t be late,” and then the 
door closed.’ 


Semicolon ; 

1. The semicolon joins two closely related main 
clauses. It is used especially when the second 
clause is introduced by an adverb or a short 
phrase, such as however, indeed, thus, in that case, 
as a result, on the other hand, for example, or that 
is. 

Mix the milk and flour; add the eggs and beat 
well. 

The job won’t be easy; however, it has to be 
done. 

The boat was two hours late; as a result, they 
missed their train. 

He worried about his wife; that is, he worried 
that she would worry about him. 

2. The semicolon separates phrases or items in a 
series when they contain commas. 

It includes $22 million in land, buildings, and 
equipment; $34 million in stocks and bonds; and 
$8 million in cash. 

3. The semicolon is placed outside quotation 
marks and parentheses. 

The ambassador again demanded “complete au¬ 
tonomy”; the demand was again rejected. 

My mother enjoyed his stories (and even his 
jokes); my father asked him questions about his 
work. 


Slash (or Oblique) / 

1. The slash usually substitutes for or or and/or. 
in his/her case 


the social/cultural background 

2. The slash may replace to or and or a hyphen. 
2008/09 (or 2008-09) 

the May/June issue (or the May-June issue) 

3. The slash is used with numerals in dates and 
fractions. 

8/15/08 

a 7/8-mile course 
2 3/16 inches wide 

4. The slash means per or to when used in a ra¬ 
tio, or when used between units of measure. 

their price/earnings ratio 
400,000 tons/year [=tons per year] 

29 mi/gal [=miles per gallon] 
a 50/50 split 

5. The slash punctuates a few abbreviations, 
w/o [=without] 

c/o [=care of] 


Compounds 

Compounds are words that are made up of two or 
more words. Compounds may be closed, with no 
space between the words (for example, airport, by¬ 
pass), hyphenated ( late-night, air-conditioning), or 
open ( black market, love affair). Compounds may 
be nouns (for example, sailboat), verbs ( ice-skate), 
adjectives ( all-night ), or any other part of speech. 
Many common compounds are listed in this dic¬ 
tionary; however, new compounds may be invent¬ 
ed by writers for a single use. If a compound is not 
found in a dictionary, it should either be hyphen¬ 
ated or left open. 

1. Compound nouns that consist of longer 
words are usually left open. 

computer program 
employment agency 
costume designer 

2. Compounds that act as adjectives before a 
noun are usually hyphenated, but not when the 
individual words of the compound are capitalized. 

a made-up excuse 
higher health-care costs 
the Civil War era 
a New York restaurant 

3. A compound adjective that follows a noun is 
usually not hyphenated unless it consists of a 
noun followed by an adjective. 

Her fame was well deserved. 

Aluminum is rust-resistant. 
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Capitals and Italics 

Beginnings _ 

1. The first word of a sentence or sentence frag¬ 
ment is capitalized. 

They make a desert and call it peace. 

So many men, so many opinions. 

Bravo! 

2. The first word of a sentence that is a direct 
quotation is normally capitalized. If a quoted sen¬ 
tence is interrupted, the second part does not be¬ 
gin with a capital. 

She replied, “All he ever wanted was a home he 

could call his own.” 

“All he ever wanted,” she replied, “was a home 

he could call his own.” 

3. The first word of a complete sentence within 
a sentence is usually capitalized. 

As they say, “In unity is strength.” 

The basic rule is, When in doubt, spell it out. 

My first thought was. Who’s responsible for this? 

4. The first word of a line of poetry is tradition¬ 
ally capitalized, though in modem poetry it is of¬ 
ten not capitalized. The poem’s original capitali¬ 
zation should not be changed. 

Go, and catch a falling star, 

Get with child a mandrake root, 

Tell me, where all past years are, 

Or who cleft the Devil's foot. 

—John Donne 


Proper Nouns and Adjectives 

1. Names of people and places, organizations 
and their members, conferences and councils, and 
historical periods and events are capitalized. 

Noah Webster the Yalta Conference 

Madrid the Bronze Age 

the United Nations World War I 

2. Nouns and adjectives for languages, national¬ 
ities, peoples, religious groups, and tribes are cap¬ 
italized. 

Latin and Greek the Asian continent 

Spanish nouns Asians and Africans 

most Spaniards Muslims 

a few Hispanics a Muslim prayer 

Hispanic culture an Apache 

Islam Apache warriors 

3. Adjectives that are formed from people's 
names and other proper nouns are usually capital¬ 
ized. 

Elizabethan England 
the Trojan War 
a Himalayan expedition 


4. Titles that come before the name of a person 
are generally capitalized. Titles that are separated 
from the name by a comma, and titles that are 
used alone, usually are not capitalized. 

President Lincoln 

King Henry VIII 

Henry VIII, king of England 

President Rodriguez 

Astropha’s president, Salma Rodriguez 

Astropha Corp.’s president was there. 

5. Words of family relationship are capitalized 
when used before, or in place of, a person’s name. 

Uncle Fred’s car 
on Mother’s birthday 

6. Words for the supreme being are capitalized. 

Allah the Almighty 

Jehovah in the eyes of God 

7. Names of days of the week, months, and holi¬ 
days and holy days are capitalized, but not names 
of seasons. 

Tuesday Hanukkah 

August Easter 

New Year’s Day winter 

Ramadan 

8. Words in titles of books, magazines, newspa¬ 
pers, plays, movies, artworks, and musical compo¬ 
sitions are capitalized, except for articles {a, an, 
the), conjunctions {and, but, or, etc.), and short 
prepositions {by, of, from, etc.). A title’s first word 
is always capitalized. The entire title is set in ital¬ 
ics. 

J. R. R. Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings 
reading National Geographic 
the New York Times 

Lawrence of Arabia, starring Peter O’Toole 
Rodin's sculpture The Thinker 
a production of Mozart's The Marriage of Figaro 

Titles of newspaper and magazine articles, short 
stories, and songs are capitalized in the same way, 
but enclosed in quotation marks rather than itali¬ 
cized. 

an article entitled “Solving the Housing Crisis” 
Chekhov’s famous story “The Black Monk” 

“La Marseillaise” is France’s national anthem. 

9. Trademarks and brand names are capitalized. 

Coke Levi’s Velcro 

Other Styling Conventions 

1. Italics are often used for letters that are re¬ 
ferred to as letters, words that are referred to as 
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words, and numerals that are referred to as nu¬ 
merals. 

The g in align is silent. 

Data may be treated as either a singular or a plu¬ 
ral noun. 

The first 2 and the last 0 are hard to read. 

2. Italics are used for emphasis. 

He wasn’t the vice president, merely a vice presi¬ 
dent. 

“We’re leaving right now\" 

Abbreviations 

The rules listed below are generally followed in 
American writing. Though these rules are often 
followed in British writing as well, many British 
publications omit the periods from most abbrevia¬ 
tions (for example, Mr, Mrs, Ms, Dr, Ltd, etc, eg). 

1. A period ends most abbreviations that are 
formed by omitting letters of a single word. How¬ 
ever, former abbreviations of this kind that are 
now considered words do not use a period. 

cont. [=continued] lab [laboratory] 

Oct. [=October] gym [=gymnasium] 

Dr. [=Doctor] ad [=advertisement] 

2. Periods are usually omitted from abbrevia¬ 
tions made up of single first letters that are capi¬ 
talized. Uncapitalized abbreviations usually keep 
their periods. 

GOP [=Grand Old Party] 

PR [=public relations] 

CEO [=chief executive officer] 

AM or a.m. [=ante meridiem] 

3. A few abbreviations are punctuated with 
slashes. 

c/o [=care of] w/o [=without] 

4. When an abbreviation with a period ends a 
sentence, its period becomes the sentence’s final 
period. 

Renata Shortlidge is employed by Briggs & Stra- 
han Co. 

5. Abbreviations are capitalized if the words 
they represent are capitalized. 

22° F [=Fahrenheit] 

the IRS [=Internal Revenue Service] 

on Jan. 6 [=January] 

6. Abbreviations are usually all-capitalized 
when they represent the first letters of uncapital¬ 
ized words. 

IQ [intelligence quotient] 

FYI [=for your information] 

7. Most abbreviations that are formed from first 
letters and pronounced as words are capitalized. 


NATO [=North Atlantic Treaty Organization] 
NASCAR [=National Association for Stock Car 
Auto Racing] 

8. Abbreviations of given names are followed by 
a period. 

J. Edgar Hoover 
T. S. Eliot 
V. S. Naipaul 

9. The courtesy titles Mr., Mrs., and Ms. occur 
only as abbreviations today. When followed by a 
name, Doctor is usually abbreviated, and Profes¬ 
sor, Reverend, Senator, and Representative are of¬ 
ten abbreviated. 

Ms. Rachel A. Downs 
Dr. Paul Lazare 

Prof, (or Professor) Henry Keys 
Sen. (or Senator) Lee Gross 

10. Abbreviations are usually made plural by 
adding -s or -’s. 

yrs. [=years] PCs or PC’s 

figs. [=figures] PhDs or PhD’s 

HMOs or HMO's 

11. Possessives of abbreviations are formed like 
ordinary possessives, by adding -'s to singular 
nouns and an apostrophe to plural nouns. 

the CEO’s speech Brown Bros.’ ads 

Apex Co.’s profits HMOs’ lobbyists 


Numbers 

1. Numbers from one to nine are generally 
spelled out; numbers greater than nine are gener¬ 
ally shown as figures. 

The museum has eight rooms of paintings, con¬ 
taining a total of 155 works. 

They sold 700 TV sets during the 10-day sale. 

Higher numbers that are not meant to be literal 
are spelled out. 

She had told him a thousand times. [=she had 
told him many times] 

Some writers instead spell out all the numbers 
from one to ninety-nine, as well as approximate 
numbers consisting of a whole number plus hun¬ 
dred, thousand, etc. 

The island is 161 miles long and only two miles 
wide. 

In the course of four hours, she signed twenty- 
five hundred copies of her book. 

For very large round numbers, it is common to 
spell out only the word million, billion, etc. 

Profits for the year exceeded $7 million. 

More than 3.5 billion people live in poverty. 
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2. If a number begins a sentence, it is written 
out. 

Sixty-two new bills will be brought before the 
committee. 

3. Numbers of more than three digits are nor¬ 
mally written with a comma before each group of 
three. Commas are not used in street addresses, 
page numbers, or year numbers. 

2,241 cases 2305 Sunset Blvd. 

a fee of $12,250 on page 1121 

population: 3,466,000 the events of 1985 


4. In full dates, commas are generally used be¬ 
fore and after the year in American-style dates 
(which list the month first, followed by the day 
and year). 

On August 8, 1920, the entire building was de¬ 
stroyed by fire. 

British-style dates (which list the day first, fol¬ 
lowed by the month and year) do not require a 
comma. 

On 8 August 1920 the entire building was de¬ 
stroyed by fire. 




Common First Names 

The list below shows the common first names used in the United States, the United Kingdom, Canada, 
and Australia. Common nicknames are shown in parentheses next to the formal name. Many names that 
are widely used as nicknames may also be given at birth as legal names; such names appear more than 
once in this list. 


Alice 

Amanda (Mandy) 

Amy 

Andrea (Andy) 

Angela (Angie) 

Ann, Anne (Annie) 

Anna 

Annie 

Ashley 

Barbara (Barb, Bobbi, Babs) 
Betty 

Beverly (Bev) 

Bonnie 

Brenda 

Caitlin 

Carol 

Carolyn, Caroline (Lyn) 
Catherine (Cathy, Kate, Katie, 
Kay) 

Charlotte (Lottie) 

Cheryl 

Chloe 

Christina (Chris, Tina, 
Chrissie, Christie) 

Christine (Chris, Tina, 
Chrissie, Christie) 

Claire 

Cynthia (Cindy, Cyndi) 
Deborah, Debra (Deb, 

Debbie, Debby) 

Denise (Denny) 

Diana (Di) 

Diane (Di) 

Donna 

Doris (Dot, Dottie) 

Dorothy (Dot, Dottie) 

Edith (Edie) 

Elizabeth (Liz, Beth, Betsy, 
Ellie, Betty, Bette, Liza, 
Bess, Eliza) 

Ellie 

Emily (Emmy) 

Emma 


FEMALE 


Erin 

Evelyn (Evie) 

Florence (Flo) 

Frances (Francie, Fran, 
Franny) 

Georgia 

Gloria 

Grace (Gracie) 

Hannah 

Heather 

Helen 

Irene 

Jacqueline (Jackie) 

Jane (Janie) 

Janet (Jan, Nettie) 

Janice (Jan) 

Jean (Jeannie) 

Jennifer (Jen, Jenny, Jenna) 
Jessica (Jessie) 

Joan (Joanie) 

Joyce 

Judith (Judy) 

Julia 

Julie 

Karen 

Katherine, Kathryn (Kathy, 
Kate, Katie, Kay) 

Kathleen (Kathy, Kate, Katie, 
Kay) 

Kathy (Kate, Katie, Kay) 
Kelly 

Kimberly (Kim) 

Laura 
Lauren 
Lillian (Lil) 

Lily 

Linda 

Lisa 

Lois 

Lori 

Louise (Lou) 

Lucy 

Madison (Maddy) 


Margaret (Meg, Maggie, 
Peggy, Peg, Marge) 

Maria 

Marie 

Marilyn (Lyn) 

Martha (Marty) 

Mary 

Megan, Meghan 
Melissa (Missy, Lissa) 
Michelle (Shelly, Shelley, 
Shell) 

Mildred (Millie) 

Nancy (Nan) 

Nicola (Nicki, Nicky, Nikki) 
Nicole (Nicki, Nicky, 

Nikki) 

Norma 

Olivia 

Pamela (Pam, Pammy) 
Patricia (Pat, Patty, Trish, 
Tricia) 

Paula 

Phyllis 

Rachel 

Rebecca (Becky, Becca) 
Robin, Robyn 
Rose (Rosie) 

Ruby 

Ruth (Ruthie) 

Samantha (Sammy, Sam) 
Sandra (Sandy) 

Sara, Sarah (Sally) 

Sharon (Shari) 

Shirley (Shirl) 

Sophie 

Stephanie (Steph, Stephie) 
Susan (Sue, Susie, Suzy) 
Tammy 

Teresa, Theresa (Terry, Terri, 
Tess) 

Tina 

Virginia (Ginny) 

Wanda 


1977 



1978 Common First Names 


Aaron 

Adam 

Alan, Allan (Al) 

Albert (Al, Bert) 

Alexander (Alex, Alec, Sandy) 
Andrew (Andy) 

Anthony (Tony) 

Antonio (Tony) 

Arthur (Art, Artie) 

Benjamin (Ben, Benny) 

Billy 

Bobby 

Brandon 

Brian 

Bruce 

Carl 

Carlos 

Charles (Chuck, Charlie, 
Chip) 

Chris 

Christopher (Chris) 

Clarence 

Colin 

Connor, Conor 
Craig 

Daniel (Dan, Danny) 

David (Dave) 

Dennis (Denny) 

Donald (Don, Donnie, 

Donny) 

Douglas (Doug, Dougie) 

Dylan 

Earl 

Edward (Ed, Ted, Eddie, 
Teddy) 

Eric (Rick, Ricky) 

Ernest (Ernie) 

Ethan 

Eugene (Gene) 

Frank (Frankie) 

Fred (Freddy) 


MALE 


Gary 

George 

Gerald (Jerry, Gerry) 
Gregory (Greg) 

Harold (Hal, Harry) 

Harry 

Henry (Harry, Hank) 
Howard (Howie) 

Ian 

Jack (Jackie) 

Jacob (Jake, Jack) 

James (Jim, Jimmy, Jamie) 
Jason 

Jeffrey (Jeff) 

Jeremy (Jerry) 

Jerry 

Jesse 

Jimmy 

Joe 

John (Jack, Johnny) 
Johnny 

Jonathan (Jon) 

Jordan (Jordy) 

Jose 

Joseph (Joe, Joey) 

Joshua (Josh) 

Juan 

Justin 

Keith 

Kenneth (Ken, Kenny) 

Kevin 

Lachlan 

Larry 

Lawrence (Larry) 

Liam 
Logan 
Louis (Lou) 

Luke 

Mark 

Martin (Marty) 

Matthew (Matt, Matty) 


Michael (Mike) 

Nathan (Nate) 

Nicholas (Nick, Nicky) 
Oliver (Ollie) 

Patrick (Pat, Rick, Ricky, 
Paddy) 

Paul 

Peter (Pete) 

Philip, Phillip (Phil) 

Ralph 

Randy 

Raymond (Ray) 

Richard (Dick, Rich, Richie, 
Rick, Ricky) 

Robert (Bob, Bobby, Robbie, 
Rob, Bert, Robin) 

Roger 

Ronald (Ron, Ronnie) 

Roy 

Russell (Russ, Rusty) 

Ryan 

Samuel (Sam, Sammy) 

Scott (Scottie, Scotty) 

Sean, Shawn 
Stephen, Steven (Steve, 
Stevie) 

Steve (Stevie) 

Terry 

Thomas (Tom, Tommy) 
Timothy (Tim, Timmy) 

Todd 

Tyler 

Victor (Vic) 

Walter (Walt, Wally) 

Wayne 

William (Bill, Billy, Will, 
Willie, Liam) 

Willie 




Money 


CURRENCY 

About half of all English-speaking countries use 
currencies based on their own dollar ($), divided 
into 100 cents ( <t ). The other half use non-dollar 
currencies, also divided into 100 units. 

United States 

The basic unit of U.S. currency is the U.S. dol¬ 
lar. Bills are issued with values of $1, $2, $5, $10, 
$20, $50, and $100, although the $2 bill is rarely 
used. All bills are the same size and have tradi¬ 
tionally all been the same green color. The basic 
color of the bills continues to be green, but some 
now include other colors as well. U.S. coins are is¬ 
sued with values of 1# (a.penny), 5 <t (a nickel), 10 1 
(a dime), 25 1 (a quarter), 500 (a half-dollar), and 
$1, although the 500 and $1 coins are rarely used. 
A coin’s size does not indicate its value; the dime 
is smaller than the penny and nickel, and the dol¬ 
lar is smaller than the half-dollar. A dollar is often 
informally called a buck. 

United Kingdom 

The unit of British currency is the pound (£), 
which is divided into 100 pence (p). Coins are is¬ 
sued with values of lp (a penny), 2p, 5p, lOp, 50p, 
£1, and £2. Bills, or notes, are issued with values 
of £5, £10, £20, and £50, although the £50 note is 
rarely used. Informally, a pound is often called a 
quid, a £10 note is often called a tenner, a £5 note 
is often called a fiver, and pence (pennies) are usu¬ 
ally called simply “p” (“I need another 50p”). A 
coin’s size does not indicate its value; the £1 coin 
is smaller than the 50p, lOp, and 2p coins. 

Canada 

The Canadian currency unit is the Canadian 
dollar. There are $5, $10, $20, $50, and $100 bills, 
each with its own color. The $1 coin is often called 
the loonie (the bird on the coin is a loon), and the 
$2 coin is often called the toonie. Smaller coins are 
valued at 10 (penny), 50 (nickel), 100 (dime), 250 
(quarter), and 500 (50-cent piece), although the 
500 coin is rarely used. A coin’s size does not indi¬ 
cate its value; the $2 coin, $1 coin, and 50-cent 
piece are all similar in size, and the dime is smaller 
than the penny and nickel. 

Australia 

Australia’s currency unit is the Australian dol¬ 
lar. The currency consists of coins of 50,100, 200, 
500, $1, and $2, and notes (bills) in various colors 
with values of $5, $10, $20, $50, and $100. A coin’s 
size does not indicate its value; the $1 and $2 coins 
are smaller than the 200 and 500 coins. 


CARDS AND CHECKS 

Credit cards are plastic cards issued by banks and 
other institutions. You can use them to pay for 
items and services, but only up to the amount of 
your credit limit, which is usually somewhat high¬ 
er than the amount in your bank account. When 
the bill arrives each month, you may pay all of 
what you owe. If you instead choose to pay small¬ 
er amounts of money for several months until the 
full balance has been paid, an interest fee may be 
added. The interest fee depends on the interest 
rate of the particular credit card; interest rates can 
vary a great deal. 

You must go through an application process to 
get an ordinary credit card. Although getting a 
card does not cost anything, some credit cards re¬ 
quire you to pay an annual fee. Some of these 
cards have no credit limit but require you to pay 
the entire amount you owe when the bill arrives. 
If you fail to pay on time, a large fee will be 
charged. 

Credit cards may be used to get loans, or cash 
advances. However, the interest rate for cash ad¬ 
vances is higher than the card’s ordinary interest 
rate. Also, interest begins to be charged immedi¬ 
ately, rather than after the first bill arrives. 

Debit cards are issued by banks. When you use a 
debit card to pay for something, you swipe your 
card through an electronic device and type your 
personal identification number, or PIN. The mon¬ 
ey is then immediately removed from your bank 
account and given to the person or company you 
are paying. 

ATM cards, or cash cards, are issued by banks. 
By using the card and typing in your PIN at an 
ATM (automated teller machine), or cashpoint, at 
any time of day, you can withdraw money from 
your account, deposit money into the account, 
find out what your balance is, and make loan pay¬ 
ments. 

Today, a single card issued by a bank usually 
serves as a credit card, debit card, and ATM card 
combined. 

A check (or cheque) is a piece of paper that you 
use to pay for items and services. A check tells 
your bank to pay a certain amount of money to 
the person or company you have written the 
check to. Anyone with a checking account at a 
bank may write checks. In some countries, you 
must show a special cheque card or a credit card 
whenever you write a check for someone. If your 
checking account does not contain enough money 
to cover the amount of a check that you have writ¬ 
ten, the check will bounce and you will have to 
pay a fee to the bank and write another check. 
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Numbers 


CARDINAL NUMBERS 


0 

zero also Brit nought 

15 

fifteen 

100 

one hundred or a 

1 

one 

16 

sixteen 


hundred 

2 

two 

17 

seventeen 

101 

one hundred (and) one 

3 

three 

18 

eighteen 

102 

one hundred (and) two 

4 

four 

19 

nineteen 

200 

two hundred 

5 

five 

20 

twenty 

300 

three hundred 

6 

six 

21 

twenty-one 

1,000 

one thousand or a 

7 

seven 

22 

twenty-two 


thousand 

8 

eight 

30 

thirty 

1,001 

one thousand (and) one 

9 

nine 

40 

forty 

1,002 

one thousand (and) two 

10 

ten 

50 

fifty 

2,000 

two thousand 

11 

eleven 

60 

sixty 

100,000 

one hundred thousand 

12 

twelve 

70 

seventy 

1,000,000 

one million 

13 

thirteen 

80 

eighty 



14 

fourteen 

90 

ninety 




ORDINAL NUMBERS 


1st 

first 

15th 

fifteenth 

90th 

ninetieth 

2nd 

second 

16th 

sixteenth 

100th 

one-hundredth 

3rd 

third 

17th 

seventeenth 

101st 

one hundred (and) first 

4th 

fourth 

18 th 

eighteenth 

102nd 

one hundred (and) 

5th 

fifth 

19 th 

nineteenth 


second 

6th 

sixth 

20th 

twentieth 

200th 

two hundredth 

7th 

seventh 

21st 

twenty-first 

300th 

three hundredth 

8th 

eighth 

22nd 

twenty-second 

1,000th 

(one) thousandth 

9th 

ninth 

30th 

thirtieth 

1,001st 

one thousand (and) first 

10th 

tenth 

40th 

fortieth 

1,002nd 

one thousand (and) second 

11th 

eleventh 

50th 

fiftieth 

2,000th 

two thousandth 

12 th 

twelfth 

60th 

sixtieth 

100,000th 

one hundred thousandth 

13th 

thirteenth 

70th 

seventieth 

1,000,000th 

one millionth 

14th 

fourteenth 

80th 

eightieth 




For numbers above a million, different words were used in American English and British English in 
the past. However, the American terms are now in official use in the United Kingdom. As a result, both 
the American terms and the older British terms are found in British English. 


American 

1,000,000,000 billion 

1,000,000,000,000 trillion 

1,000,000,000,000,000 quadrillion 


British 

billion or thousand million 
trillion or million million or billion 
quadrillion or thousand billion or trillion 


Numbers that are actual amounts of money, objects, people, etc., are usually spoken using the words 
shown above. For example, “304 cows” is spoken as “three hundred (and) four cows,” and “$1,500” is 
spoken as “one thousand, five hundred dollars” or “fifteen hundred dollars.” 

Other types of numbers, such as numbers that are used for identification, in addresses, or in series, are 
often spoken in different ways. Any of the following may occur in speech: (1) zero may be spoken as 
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Numbers 1981 


“oh” (that is, the same as the letter O); (2) “hundred” may be omitted; (3) each digit may be pronounced 
separately; (4) the first two digits of a four-digit number may be spoken as if they were a complete num¬ 
ber. For example: 

109 “one oh nine” 

234 “two thirty-four’’ or “two three four” 

2012 “twenty twelve” or “two oh one two” 

3104 “thirty-one oh four” or “three one oh four” 

ROMAN NUMERALS 

Roman numerals were first used by the ancient Romans but are still sometimes used by English speakers 
to suggest age and tradition or for certain purposes. They are often used on monuments and on clocks; 
in numbered outline lists; at the beginning of paragraphs in complex documents; in copyright dates; for 
numbering sports events such as the Olympic Games; and for identifying kings, queens, popes, and chil¬ 
dren with the same name as others who came earlier. 


1 

I 

10 

X 

70 

LXX 

600 

DC 

2 

II 

11 

XI 

80 

LXXX 

900 

CM 

3 

in 

12 

XII 

90 

XC 

1000 

M 

4 

IV 

20 

XX 

100 

C 

1492 

MCDXCII 

5 

V 

21 

XXI 

101 

Cl 

1558 

MDLVIII 

6 

VI 

30 

XXX 

200 

CC 

1943 

MCMXLIII 

7 

VII 

40 

XL 

300 

CCC 

2020 

MMXX 

8 

VIII 

50 

L 

400 

CD 



9 

IX 

60 

LX 

500 

D 




FRACTIONS AND DECIMALS 

Simple fractions are often spelled out in print. 

1/10 one tenth or a tenth 
1/5 one fifth or a fifth 

1/4 one fourth or a fourth, one quarter or a quarter 

1/3 one third or a third 

3/8 three eighths 

2/5 two fifths 

1/2 one half or a half 

3/4 three quarters 

7/8 seven eighths 

11/10 eleven tenths 

1 1/2 one and a half or one and one half 

12 1/4 twelve and a quarter or twelve and one quarter 

The words in spelled-out fractions may be connected with hyphens: one-tenth, three-quarters, one-and- 
a-half, etc. 

Decimal numbers are never spelled out in print. When they are spoken, the decimal point is always 
called “point,” and each digit after the point is named separately. 

.25 “point two five” 

10.30 “ten point three zero” 

42.597 “forty-two point five nine seven” 

2.5 million “two point five million” 




Weights and Measures 


Unit 


ton 

hundredweight 

stone {Brit) 
pound 
ounce 
grain 


gallon 

quart 

pint 

cup 

fluid ounce 


gallon 

quart 

pint 

fluid ounce 


mile 

yard 

foot 

inch 


square mile 
acre 

square yard 
square foot 
square inch 


cubic yard 
cubic foot 
cubic inch 


U.S. and British Systems 


Equivalents in Other Units of Same System 
WEIGHT 

2,000 pounds, 20 hundredweight {US) 

2,240 pounds, 20 hundredweight {Brit) 

100 pounds, 0.05 ton {US) 

112 pounds, 0.05 ton {Brit) 

14 pounds 

16 ounces, 7,000 grains 
437.5 grains, 0.0625 pound 
0.002286 ounce 


CAPACITY 

U.S. liquid measure 

4 quarts, 231 cubic inches 
2 pints, 57.75 cubic inches 
16 fluid ounces, 28.875 cubic inches 
8 fluid ounces, 14.438 cubic inches 
1.805 cubic inches 

British imperial liquid measure 

4 quarts, 211 AID cubic inches 
2 pints, 69.355 cubic inches 
20 fluid ounces, 34.678 cubic inches 
1.734 cubic inches 


LENGTH 

1,760 yards, 5,280 feet 
3 feet, 36 inches 
12 inches, 0.333 yard 
0.083 foot, 0.028 yard 

AREA 

640 acres 

4,840 square yards, 43,560 square feet 

9 square feet, 1,296 square inches 
144 square inches, 0.111 square yard 
0.0069 square foot, 0.00077 square yard 

VOLUME 

27 cubic feet, 46,656 cubic inches 
1,728 cubic inches, 0.0370 cubic yard 
0.00058 cubic foot, 0.000021 cubic yard 


Metric Equivalent 


0.907 metric ton 
1.016 metric tons 
45.359 kilograms 
50.802 kilograms 

6.350 kilograms 
0.4536 kilogram 

28.350 grams 
0.0648 gram 


3.785 liters 
0.946 liter 
0.473 liter 
0.237 liter 
29.573 milliliters 


4.546 liters 
1.136 liters 
568.26 milliliters 
28.412 milliliters 


1.609 kilometers 
0.9144 meter 
30.48 centimeters 
2.54 centimeters 


2.590 square kilometers 
0.405 hectare, 4,047 square 
meters 

0.836 square meter 
0.093 square meter 
6.452 square centimeters 


0.765 cubic meter 
0.028 cubic meter 
16.387 cubic centimeters 
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Weights and Measures 1983 



Metric System 


Unit 

Equivalent in Base Unit 

U.S. Equivalent 


WEIGHT 


metric ton 

1,000,000 grams 

1.10 tons 

kilogram 

1,000 grams 

2.20 pounds 

gram 


0.035 ounce 

centigram 

0.01 gram 

0.15 grain 

milligram 

0.001 gram 

0.015 grain 


kiloliter 

1,000 liters 

CAPACITY 

cubic 

1.31 cubic yards 

U.S. liquid Brit, imperial 

liquid 

264.17 gallons 880.28 quarts 

liter 


61.02 cubic inches 

1.06 quarts 0.88 quart 

centiliter 

0.01 liter 

0.61 cubic inch 

0.34 fluid ounce 0.352 fluid ounce 

milliliter 

0.001 liter 

0.061 cubic inch 

0.034 fluid ounce 0.035 fluid ounce 

kilometer 

1,000 meters 

LENGTH 

0.62 mile 

meter 

centimeter 

0.01 meter 


39.37 inches 

0.39 inch 

millimeter 

0.001 meter 


0.039 inch 

micrometer 

0.000001 meter 


0.000039 inch 

square kilometer 

AREA 

1,000,000 square meters 

0.39 square mile 

hectare 

10,000 square meters 


2.47 acres 

square meter 
square centimeter 

0.0001 square meter 


1.196 square yards 

0.16 square inch 

cubic meter 
cubic decimeter 

0.001 cubic meter 

VOLUME 

1.31 cubic yards 

61.02 cubic inches 

cubic centimeter 

0.000001 cubic meter 


0.061 cubic inch 




Dates 

In the U.S., full dates are normally written in the order month-day-year, with commas before and after 
the year. 

The Titanic sank on April 15, 1912, southeast of Newfoundland. 

In Britain, Australia, and Canada, month and day are usually in the opposite order, and no commas are 
used. 

The Titanic sank on 15 April 1912 southeast of Newfoundland. 

The same order used for full dates is also used when a date is written entirely in numbers. Thus, 6/8/08 
means June 8, 2008, in the U.S., but in Britain and usually in Australia and Canada, 6/8/08 means August 
6, 2008. Because of this difference, dates should never be written entirely in numbers when their mean¬ 
ing might be unclear. The International Organization for Standardization (ISO) has called for an all¬ 
numbers style in the order year-month-day; thus, June 8, 2008, would be abbreviated as 2008-06-08. The 
ISO style is widely used in technical contexts in all four countries. 

In dates that include only the month and year, commas are omitted. 

In October 2008 the factory closed. 

In informal speech and writing, of is often inserted between the month and year. 

We sold the house in January of 2001. 

Century numbers may be either spelled out or written in digits, 
in the nineteenth [or 19th] century 
a 16th- [or sixteenth-] century painting 

Decades are often called by a short name. 

a song from the sixties [or '60s or Sixties] 

The abbreviations B.C., B.C.E., and C.E. are placed after the date; A.D. is usually placed before a specific 
date. 

1792-1750 B.C. or 1792-1750 B.C.E. 

22 C.E. or A.D. 22 

All four abbreviations follow the word century. 

the 4th century A.D. or the 4th century C.E. 

In speech, people often omit the word hundred from the names of years. 

814: “eight fourteen” / “eight hundred fourteen” 

1492: “fourteen ninety-two” / “fourteen hundred ninety-two” 

1801: “eighteen-oh-one” / “eighteen hundred and one” / “eighteen one” 

2013: “two thousand thirteen” / “two thousand and thirteen” / “twenty thirteen” 

In both speech and writing, ordinal numbers (.1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, etc.) are often used instead of cardinal 
numbers ( 1, 2, 3, 4, etc.), especially for dates that lack a year. 

The package arrived on December 4th. = The package arrived on the 4th of December. 
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Holidays 


This table shows the most important religious and nonreligious holidays in four English-speaking coun¬ 
tries. 

The abbreviation (g) marks public holidays set by the government. In the United States, these holidays 
are official only for employees of the federal government (although they are also observed by many 
businesses). In Canada and Australia, some government holidays are not observed in all provinces or 
states. 

Most holidays associated with a particular date, such as Christmas, are celebrated on that date even 
when the actual holiday from work falls on the closest weekday. Some, such as Valentine's Day, St. 
Patrick’s Day, Halloween, and Guy Fawkes Day, are almost never holidays from work. 


UNITED STATES UNITED KINGDOM CANADA AUSTRALIA 


New Year's Day, 
January 1 (g) 

Martin Luther King 
Day, third Monday in 
January (g) 
Valentine’s Day, 
February 14 
Washington’s Birthday 
(Presidents’ Day), 
third Monday in 
February (g) 

St. Patrick’s Day, 
March 17 

Easter, first Sunday 
after first full moon 
after March 20 
Mother’s Day, second 
Sunday in May 
Memorial Day, last 
Monday in May (g) 
Father’s Day, third 
Sunday in June 
Independence Day, 
July 4 (g) 

Labor Day, first 
Monday in 
September (g) 
Columbus Day, second 
Monday in October 
(g) 

Halloween, October 31 
Veterans Day, 
November 11 (g) 
Thanksgiving, fourth 
Thursday in 
November (g) 
Christmas, December 
25(g) 


New Year's Day, 
January 1 or 
following Monday (g) 
Valentine's Day, 
February 14 
St. Patrick's Day, 
March 17 
Early May Bank 
Holiday, first 
Monday in May (g) 
Mother’s Day, third 
Sunday before 
Easter 

Good Friday, two days 
before Easter (g) 
Easter, first Sunday 
after first full moon 
after March 20 
Easter Monday, day 
after Easter (g) 
Spring Bank Holiday, 
last Monday in May 
(g) 

Father’s Day, third 
Sunday in June 
Summer Bank Holiday, 
last Monday in 
August (g) 

Guy Fawkes Day, 
November 5 
Remembrance 
Sunday, Sunday 
nearest November 11 
Christmas, December 

25 or following 
Monday (g) 

Boxing Day, December 

26 or first weekday 
after Christmas 
holiday (g) 


New Year’s Day, 
January 1 (g) 
Valentine's Day, 
February 14 
St. Patrick’s Day, 
March 17 

Good Friday, two days 
before Easter (g) 
Easter, first Sunday 
after first full moon 
after March 20 
Easter Monday, day 
after Easter (g) 
Mother’s Day, second 
Sunday in May 
Victoria Day, Monday 
before May 25 (g) 
Father’s Day, third 
Sunday in June 
Canada Day, July 1; if 
Sunday, moved to 
Monday (g) 

Labour Day, first 
Monday in 
September (g) 
Thanksgiving Day, 
second Monday in 
October (g) 
Remembrance Day, 
November 11 (g) 
Christmas, December 

25 or following 
Monday (g) 

Boxing Day, December 

26 or first weekday 
after Christmas 
holiday (g) 


New Year’s Day, 

January 1 or 
following Monday 
(g) 

Australia Day, January 
26 or following 
Monday (g) 
Valentine’s Day, 
February 14 
St. Patrick’s Day, 
March 17 

Good Friday, two days 
before Easter (g) 
Easter, first Sunday 
after first full moon 
after March 20 
Easter Monday, day 
after Easter (g) 

Anzac Day, April 25; if 
Sunday, moved to 
Monday (g) 

Mother's Day, second 
Sunday in May 
Queen's Birthday, 
second Monday in 
June (g) 

Father’s Day, first 
Sunday in September 
Remembrance Day, 
November 11 
Christmas, December 

25 or following 
Monday (g) 

Boxing Day, December 

26 or first weekday 
after Christmas 
holiday (g) 
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Envelope Addresses 

The first two or three lines of an address on an envelope have the same general elements in the United 
States, the United Kingdom, Canada, and Australia. The first line shows the name of the person receiv¬ 
ing the letter, and the next line consists of a street address or post-office box number, as appropriate. In 
most cases, the street address has a street number followed by the street name. Additional information, 
such as the person’s title or the company’s name (for example, Universal Metrics, Inc.) can be entered on 
additional lines above the street address. The elements of the remaining address lines in each country are 
discussed below. 

United States The name of the city or town, the two-letter state abbreviation, and the five-digit zip 
code are written on the same line. Every address has a unique four-digit number that is attached to the 
zip code (for example, 77269-2501), but these numbers are not used frequently. 

Elizabeth Kingston Murray 
Universal Metrics, Inc. 

357 East Madison St. 

Houston, TX 77269 
U.S.A. 


United Kingdom The city or town name is written in all capital letters. The postcode consists of num¬ 
bers and capital letters and is entered on its own line with one space between its two parts. A county 
name, not written in all capital letters, may be included on its own line below the postcode but is usually 
omitted. The name of the specific country within the United Kingdom—England, Scotland, Wales, or 
Northern Ireland—may appear in place of “United Kingdom” or “UK” as the last line of the address. 

Mr. G. B. Robinson 
Universal Metrics Ltd. 

29 Edgbaston Park Rd. 

BIRMINGHAM 
B15 2RT 
England 


Canada The name of the city or town, the two-letter province or territory abbreviation, and the postal 
code should be written on the same line. The six-character postal code consists of letters and numbers 
with one space between its two parts. 

Jane MacAllister 
Universal Metrics, Ltd. 

249 Adelaide St. E., Suite 203 
Toronto, ON M5A INI 
Canada 


Australia The city, town, or post-office name is followed by the state or territory abbreviation and the 
four-digit postcode, with one or two spaces between each of these parts. There is no punctuation on this 
line, and all letters are capitalized. When a country name is entered on the last line, it should be written 
in all capital letters. 

Mr. Roger Lewis 
Universal Metrics Pty. Ltd. 

166 Kent Street, Level 9 
SYDNEY NSW 2001 
AUSTRALIA 
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STANDARD STATE AND PROVINCE ABBREVIATIONS 


United States: States and Territories 

(Official abbreviations are listed in the middle col¬ 
umn. Traditional abbreviations are listed in the 
right-hand column.) 


Alabama 

AL 

Ala. 

Alaska 

AK 

Alas. 

American Samoa 

AS 

— 

Arizona 

AZ 

Ariz. 

Arkansas 

AR 

Ark. 

California 

CA 

Cal. 

Colorado 

CO 

Colo. 

Connecticut 

CT 

Conn. 

Delaware 

DE 

Del. 

District of Columbia 

DC 

D.C. 

Florida 

FL 

Fla. 

Georgia 

GA 

Ga. 

Guam 

GU 

— 

Hawaii 

HI 

— 

Idaho 

ID 

— 

Illinois 

IL 

Ill. 

Indiana 

IN 

Ind. 

Iowa 

IA 

Ia. 

Kansas 

KS 

Kan. 

Kentucky 

KY 

Ky. 

Louisiana 

LA 

La. 

Maine 

ME 

Me. 

Maryland 

MD 

Md. 

Massachusetts 

MA 

Mass. 

Michigan 

MI 

Mich. 

Minnesota 

MN 

Minn. 

Mississippi 

MS 

Miss. 

Missouri 

MO 

Mo. 

Montana 

MT 

Mont. 

Nebraska 

NE 

Neb. 

Nevada 

NV 

Nev. 

New Hampshire 

NH 

N.H. 

New Jersey 

NJ 

N.J. 

New Mexico 

NM 

N.M. 

New York 

NY 

N.Y. 

North Carolina 

NC 

N.C. 

North Dakota 

ND 

N.D. 

Northern Mariana 

MP 

— 

Islands 



Ohio 

OH 

O. 

Oklahoma 

OK 

Okla. 

Oregon 

OR 

Ore. 

Pennsylvania 

PA 

Pa. 

Puerto Rico 

PR 

P.R. 

Rhode Island 

RI 

R.I. 

South Carolina 

SC 

S.C. 

South Dakota 

SD 

S.D. 

Tennessee 

TN 

Tenn. 

Texas 

TX 

Tex. 

Utah 

UT 

_ 

Vermont 

VT 

Vt. 

Virgin Islands 

VI 

V.I. 


Virginia 

VA 

Va. 

Washington 

WA 

Wash. 

West Virginia 

wv 

W.Va. 

Wisconsin 

WI 

Wise. 

Wyoming 

WY 

Wyo. 


United Kingdom 

Though all four countries of the United Kingdom 
are divided into counties, counties are usually 
omitted from postal addresses. 

Australia: States and Territories 

Australian Capital ACT 

Territory 

New South Wales NSW 

Northern Territory NT 

Queensland QLD 

South Australia SA 

Tasmania TAS 

Victoria VIC 

Western Australia WA 

Canada: Provinces and Territories 

Alberta AB 

British Columbia BC 

Manitoba MB 

New Brunswick NB 

Newfoundland and NL 

Labrador 

Northwest Territories NT 

Nova Scotia NS 

Nunavut NU 

Ontario ON 

Prince Edward Island PE 

Quebec QC 

Saskatchewan SK 

Yukon Territory YT 

General 

Several other abbreviations are standard in ad¬ 
dresses in all four countries. 


Street St. 

Avenue Ave. 

Road Rd. 

Drive Dr. 

Boulevard Blvd. 

North N. 

South S. 

East E. 

West W. 




E-Mail, Letters, Memos, and Resumes 

E-Mail 


Almost all business correspondence today uses 
e-mail. 

Business e-mails should always include a sub¬ 
ject line. This may let the other person know 
whether the message is urgent, and it will be valu¬ 
able whenever either person needs to find the 
message in the future. When you answer a busi¬ 
ness e-mail, you should normally retain the sub¬ 
ject line of the e-mail that you are answering. 

Use the CC box to send copies to other people 
in your office who might be interested in the mes¬ 
sage. If you want to send a copy to someone with¬ 
out showing that person’s name to the other peo¬ 
ple who receive the message, use the BCC box 
instead. 

E-mail greetings, even in business correspon¬ 
dence, are usually quite informal. When writing to 
someone you do not know, always begin with 
“Dear Mr.” or “Dear Ms.” (for example, “Dear 
Mr. Nast:”). Business relationships in the U.S. now 
often become friendly and informal quickly, how¬ 
ever. When the other person sends you an e-mail 
and signs it with his or her first name by itself, or 
uses your first name by itself in the greeting (for 
example, “Dear Martin,”), you may generally feel 
free to address him or her in that same way in 
your next e-mail. You may feel comfortable using 
“Hi” (“Hi Martin,”) soon afterward. If the other 
person has a higher title than you, however, it is 
often better to remain formal in all your corre¬ 
spondence with him or her. 


The language in the rest of the e-mail may also 
become quite informal. However, always be care¬ 
ful about using humor, since it often will not be 
understood properly. 

A message should normally be limited to one 
subject. If you have two subjects to discuss, it is 
best to send two separate e-mails (with different 
subject lines). Keeping messages limited to one 
subject will make it easier for both you and the 
other person to file and find them. 

If someone has written to you about several dif¬ 
ferent subjects in a single e-mail, it may be best to 
write each separate response after the appropriate 
paragraph in the other person’s message. 

Use asterisks to emphasize a word or phrase 
(for example, “I meant the "“Philips* account, not 
the Phillips account”). Using all capital letters (“I 
meant the PHILIPS account. . . ”) can seem rude; 
any other kind of unusual type (such as boldface, 
italic, or underlining) may disappear when the 
message is sent. 

Most business e-mails include a special ending 
(called a complimentary close) before the writer’s 
name at the end. Somewhat formal ways of ending 
an e-mail include “Sincerely yours,” “Yours sin¬ 
cerely,” and “Best regards”; less formal options in¬ 
clude “Sincerely,” “Yours,” and “Best.” If you 
know someone well, your first name by itself may 
be enough, and very informal e-mails even omit 
the name. However, it is generally best to include 
at least an informal ending and your first name. 


From: charlotte_gates@kestrel.com 
To: mbkim@lakeland.com 

CC: efrost@kestrel.com; nnmarkova@kestrel.com 
Subject: Lunch meeting 

Dear Meg: 

After so many phone conversations, it was delightful to finally meet over lunch on Tuesday. (And 
what a great lunch it was!) 

If my notes are correct, my responsibilities at this point are basically as follows: 

Review the Tomkins manuscript with an eye to its textbook potential. 

Get a final decision from Ken Pascal on whether we’ll be entering the bidding for the Perez 
translation. 

Sound out WideWorld about a distribution arrangement for the Ghost Riders series. 

Please let me know if I’ve forgotten anything. Otherwise, I’ll be in touch to inform you of any 
progress. 

Best regards, 

Charlotte Gates 
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Letters 


Business letters are usually more formal than 
e-mails. All business letters employ very similar 
formats. 

Business letters are normally written on the 
company’s official stationery (or letterhead). Any 
business letter that is not written on company 
letterhead should include the writer’s address 
at the top, without the writer’s name. The date 
comes next. Below the date comes the name 
and address of the person you are writing to, 
exactly as they will appear on the envelope (see 
Envelope Addresses, p. 1986). This is followed 
by the greeting (or salutation ), which always be¬ 


gins with “Dear.” When you write to a com¬ 
pany or organization and you do not know the 
name of a particular person to address, you 
can address the company, organization, or depart¬ 
ment in general (for example, “Dear Merriam- 
Webster:”). 

Business letters end with a complimentary close, 
the writer’s signature, the typed name, and often 
the writer’s title. The common endings for letters, 
both formal and less formal, are mostly the same 
as those for e-mails. 

Below is a sample letter from a retail hardware 
business. 


May 7, 2008 

Mr. David Lindberg 
Credit Manager 
Harkins Hardware 
100 Lake Street 
Smithville, UT 84103 

Dear Mr. Lindberg: 

After meeting with you and inspecting your exhibit of fine carpenters’ tools at the 
BTSE Convention in San Francisco last week, we have decided that we would 
like to carry your entire line of tools on a locally exclusive basis. 

Please consider this letter an application for a charge account in the $5,000- 
$10,000 range. Credit references will be supplied upon request. 

We are delighted to have the opportunity to handle the exclusive Harkins 
franchise in the Carson City area, and we look forward to building a healthy and 
profitable business relationship. 

Very truly yours. 


Howard Perretta 
Vice President, Sales 
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Memos 


The office memo (or memorandum ) is the normal 
way to send information within an office or com¬ 
pany. 

A standard memo uses four headings, often in 
this order: DATE, TO, FROM, SUBJECT (or RE). 
The heading CC may also be included after the 
subject line. 

The memo omits three elements of the traditional 
letter (see Letters, p. 1990): the salutation, the com¬ 
plimentary close, and the signature. In place of a sig¬ 
nature, the sender’s handwritten initials may appear 
beside his or her name on the FROM line. 

A memo may be addressed to one person, a few 
people, a department, or an entire office or com¬ 


pany (“TO: Lily Martin,” “TO: Customer Service 
Department,” “TO: All Employees,” etc.). If the 
memo is directed mainly to one or more people, 
but certain other employees may be interested in it 
as well, these others should be listed at the CC 
heading. 

When writing a memo, state your purpose clear¬ 
ly at the beginning. Use bulleted lists where possi¬ 
ble. Keep any courteous language brief. 

Today most memos are sent by e-mail. A memo 
that is sent as an e-mail attachment may look ex¬ 
actly like a printed memo, even including the com¬ 
pany’s letterhead design. 

A sample memo is shown below. 


DATE: May 4, 2008 
TO: All Employees 
FROM: R. T. Schmidt 
SUBJECT: Summer Hours 

I’m pleased to announce that our optional summer schedule will again be 
available from May 27 through September 30. 

On Mondays through Thursdays, the workday will increase by one half hour. 
You may either reduce your lunch break by a half hour or add a half hour to 
your workday. On Fridays, you may leave two hours early. 

Thus, Friday departure times, based on starting times, will be as follows: 


Start . Leave 

7:30 a.m.2:00 p.m. 

8:00.2:30 

8:30.3:00 

9:00.3:30 


Whenever you are planning to take a Friday as a vacation day, you should 
work regular hours on the preceding Monday through Thursday. 

Here’s to a great summer ahead! 
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Resumes 


A resume (or CV or curriculum vitae) is a summary 
of your qualifications for a job. Resumes are fairly 
standard in form, but there are many acceptable 
variations. 

At the top of a resume, you should state your 
name, mailing address, phone number, and e-mail 
address. 

In English-speaking countries, you should not 
state your age, race, religion, height or weight, 
general health, or whether you are single or mar¬ 
ried. 

If your education and training are especially 
strong or recent or relate very closely to the job 
you are seeking, they should be listed first. List 
each degree or certificate that you have earned, 
the school’s name and location, and the year that 
the degree was granted. 

If your work experience (or volunteer experi¬ 
ence) is stronger or more relevant than your edu¬ 
cation, it may be listed before your education. Be¬ 
gin with your current job and then list any others 
that you want to include. For each job, state your 
title or function, the company and its location, and 
the years you worked there. You may want to 
briefly list your responsibilities and achievements. 
If you were not working during certain years, 
briefly explain why. 

To help describe your life and personality, you 
may want to list your main activities and interests 
outside of work at the end of the resume. 


Most employers will want references (that is, 
statements about your abilities, character, etc.) 
from former teachers or employers before offering 
you a job. However, a resume normally omits the 
names of such people and instead ends with the 
statement “References available on request.” 

The complete resume should be only one or two 
pages long. Longer resumes usually are not read 
carefully by employers. 

If you are applying for more than one kind of 
job, you may want to revise your resume for each 
job application. If you save each version as a sepa¬ 
rate document on your computer, it will be easy to 
choose the version that is most appropriate for 
each application. 

With every resume that you send out, you 
should send a cover letter. This should state why 
you are applying for the job and should explain 
anything in the resume that may seem odd to an 
employer. It may also mention anything important 
that you have done in your life that does not ap¬ 
pear on the resume. Cover letters should be no 
longer than one or two pages. 

A resume should normally be sent by ordinary 
mail. If the job advertisement you are responding 
to gives a fax number or an e-mail address, it 
should instead be faxed or e-mailed as an attach¬ 
ment. 

The sample on the next page uses one of the 
most common resume formats. 
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CARLOS SANTOS 
76 Fifth Street 
Glendale, NY 11385 
(718) 497-3333 
csantos@email.com 

FINANCIAL SERVICES 

Professional Experience 


Client Service Supervisor 

North Fork Bank, New York, NY 

Serve as acting Branch Manager. Train staff. Cultivate beneficial 
business relationships. Monitor regulatory compliance. Implement 
budget controls. Oversee alarms. 

Sales Associate 

South Fork Bank, New York, NY 

Built customer loyalty. Generated targeted marketing to maximize 
sales growth for credit cards. Opened accounts. Managed foreign 
collections. Trained sales team. 

Service Teller 

East Fork Bank, New York, NY 

Assisted customers with deposits, withdrawals, and transfers. 
Promoted and processed sales of bonds, bank checks, and money 
orders. Balanced cash drawers daily. 

Education and Training 


Associate of Science 
Nassau Community College 
Garden City, NY 


Interests and Activities 

Coach Youth Softball • American Red Cross 


2006-Present 


2000-2006 


1997-2000 


1996 


References Available on Request 




Pronunciation Symbols 


VOWELS 


CONSONANTS 


Note: when two symbols are separated by / in the list 

b 

baby, labor, cab 

below (ei/ej, u/ow, 

etc.), the second symbol is used 

d 

day, kid, riddle 

when the sound occurs immediately before another 

cfe 

vowel and the first 

symbol is used elsewhere. The 

just, badger, fudge 

symbols /a: i: u:/ are written as /a i u/ when found in 

a 

then, either, bathe 

unstressed syllables. 


f 

foe, tough, buff 

ae 

ask, bat, glad 

g 

go, dagger, bag 

a: 

cot, bomb, paw 

h 

hot, ahead 

e 

bet, fed 

j 

yes, vineyard 

3 

about, banana, collide 

k 

cat, flock, skin 

i:/i:j 

eat, bead, bee 

1 

law, hollow 

i 

id, bid, pit 

1 

pedal, battle, final 

u 

foot, should, put 

m 

mat, hemp, hammer 

u:/u:w 

boot, two, coo 

n 

new, tent, tenor, run 

A 

under, putt, bud 

n 

button, satin, kitten 

»/0T 

merge, bird, further 

b 

rung, hang, swinger 

ei/ej 

eight, wade, play 

P 

top, speed, pay 

ai/aj 

ice, bite, tile 

r 

rope, arrive 

au/aw 

out, gown, owl 

s 

sad, mist, kiss 

oi/oj 

oyster, coil, boy 

J 

shoe, mission, slush 

ou/ow 

oat, own, zone 

t 

stick, late, later 

aar/ar 

car, heart, star 

tr 

batch, nature, choose 

eaVer 

bare, fair, wear 

e 

thin, ether, bath 

isr/ir 

near, deer, mere 

V 

vat, never, cave 

oa-/or 

boar, port, door 

w 

wet, software 

ua'/ur 

boor, tour 

z 

3 

zoo, easy, buzz 
vision, azure, beige 


Note: The symbols below are for vowels that occur in 
British English. British pronunciations are shown in 
this dictionary when the most common British 
pronunciation is very different from the American 
pronunciation. 


OTHER SYMBOLS 

high stress: penmanship 
low stress: penmanship 


D 

British cot, bomb 

Brit 

indicates British 

o: 

British caught, paw, port 


pronunciation 

2h\ 

British merge, bird 

/ 

slash used in pairs to mark 

3U 

British oat, own, zone 


the beginning and end of a 

13 

British near, deer 


pronunciation or set of pro¬ 

E3 

British bare, fair 


nunciations /‘pEn/ 

U3 

British boor, tour 
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